ORLANDO FURIOSO:

TRANSLATED FROM THE ITALIAN OF

F

LODOVICO ARIOSTO.

VOL I



ORLANDO FURIOSO:

TRANSLATED FROM THE IFALIAN OF

LODOVICO ARIOSTO;

WITH NOTES:

[

By JOHN HOOLE,

IN FIVE VOLUMES.

VOL, IL

THE SECOND EDITION.

LOND O N:

PRINTED FOR GEORGE NICOL, BOOKSELLER
TO HIS MAJESTY, STRAND.
V4

M. DCC.LXXXY.



THE
TENTH BOOK
OF

ORLANDO FURIOSO.

Vor. II, B



THE ARGUMENT.

ConTINUATION of the flory of Olympia. Rogero travels to-
wards the country of Logiftilla, and arrives fafely at her caftle,
Alcina in vain endeavouring to oppofe him. Defcription of
the beauties of the habitation of Logiftilla. ‘The departure of
Rogero and Aftolpho, the farmer of whom returns with the
griffin-horfe to Europe : in his flight, he vifits England, where
he is prefent at a review of the forces that had been raifed to
affift Charlemain. He then pafles near the ifland of Ebuda,
wherg he fees Angelica bound @ & rogk, ready to be devoured
by the fea-monfter.
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TENTH BOOK

OF
;

ORLANDO FURIOSO.

MONG the faithful hearts, whofe coni’cant
" love

Nor time cart change, nor fox:tune’s frowns remove,
Olympia fair may boadt the brighteft name:
Or thould another equal merit claim,
Yet paft nor prefent days e’er fet to view 3
A flame more tender and a breaft more true. '
What ftronger tokens could Bireno find
To fpeak the firmnefs of a lover’s mind ? 3
Whofe faith untainted, for its juft reward,

Requir’d his gratitude and fole regard. 10

No other dame fhould lure him from her arms,
Not fhe, whofe face fill’'d Afia with alarms ;
Orone, could one be found, of moreexalted charms.

Ver. 12. Not fhe, whofe face= ] The celebrated Helen, wife
$0 Menelaus king of Sparta. ‘
B2 ' Far

,
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4 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.X.

Far rather let him quit his life and fame,

And every good that bearsthe deareft name. 1 5
But if Bireno, faithful to the maid,

With equal warmth her matchlefs truth repay’d;
If, join’d with her, he ftemm’d the conftant tide,
Nor ever turn’d his changing fails afide,

Soon fhall we tell ; and when the truth you know, 20
‘Rage fhall contra& the lip and bend the brow.
"Who, gentle virgins! will again receive

The words of lovers, or their oaths believe ?

‘The youth, who pants to gain the amorous prize,
Forgets that Heaven with all-difcerning eyes 25
Surveys the fecret heart ; and when defire |
Has, in poffeffion, quench’d it'symor't-liv’d fire,
The devious winds afide each promife bear,

And fcatter all his folemn vows in air!

‘Warn’d by the mufe’s voice, with cautious ear 30
The well-feign'd plaints and feeming forrows hear!
Reflet, ye gentle dames! that much they know,
Who gain experience from another’s woe.

Ah! fly the dangerous train, whofe looks difclofe
The flowery bloom that early youth beftows ; 35
‘Where each warm paffion burfts with fudden blaze,
Which foon again, like flubble fir'd, decays. - .

e . <.

.




B:Xr ORLANDO FURIOSO: $

As on the hill or plain the hunter’s race- e
The trembling hare, in. ¢very feafan, thace; -
But view, when taken, with a dold farvey, - 40
And only fegk with joy the flying prey+ .
So, while iyou. fhos: thnpr.lnvc, the. youthful crew
Attend your every . glance, -with ardgur fue
To gain your {miles-~but when your fmiles they gain,
Loft are the trophies af your boafted reignl 43
From your high' ftate-to abject flaves debas’d,
‘While on angther’s chams their wavering hearts are
~ . «plac’d ! R o

Yet think not that iny verfe forbids to love;
Such thoughts far diftant from your bard rémove !
The lonely maid is kike the vine, that knows ; 50
No friendly el with tendrils to inelofe; ; - - . "« |,
But creeps negleGted -—yet, ye virgin-fair,
The dowh of young incoriftancy beware; ‘
Let not th’ unripen’d fruits yoﬁr care engage; -
Nor gather thofe too far maturd:-with age. = §¢

. ercno, as my tale befo.re cxplam
Cymofco s daughter in hlS power dctam d, o
Whom, in his fecref fgluli he firft defign’d :
In marriage with his brother to be join’d. :
' B 3 J But

§




& ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.X.

But foon new paflions in his bofom rife, 6o
He views, and envies him fo rich aprize; A
Nor thinks another fhould by him obtain

That treafure;, which hinrelf afpires to gain.

Scarce fourteen fummers had the virgin feen,
Sweet were her looks, her gefture, and her miem, 6 5
So infant rofes from the bud difplay
Their opening beautics to the genial ray.

When firft he view’d her lovely features {pread
With pious tears, to wail a father dead,

What fudden warmth poflefs’d his beating heart! 70
Not kalf fo fwift the flames their rage impart,
Where hotile force, or_envious hands, confpire
To give the ripen’d cora to walling fire !

Satiate with leve, and cloy’d wich full delight,
Olympia now was hateful in his fight: S -
But yet fo far he veil’d his.guileful thought,

Till time his purpos’d fcheme to attion brought,
He feem’d for fair Olympia fill ta prove

A tender truth that anfwer’d all her love!

Or if, perchatice, by fudden impulfe fway'd, 8o
Unguarded he carefs'd tlie Frizeland miaid; "~
None cehﬁir’_d what they faw, buteach inclin’d

T’ afcribe it to-d good and pigus mind,

To .



B.X. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 7

To every gencrous deed our praife we owe,
" To raife the wretch whom fortuné whirls below; 83
. To foothe the anguith of a heart diftrefs’d ;-

Much more an orphan with her woes opprefs'd.
O ! gracious Heaven ! how oft do clouds abufe
Weak mortals’ eyes, and bound their partial views ! "
Bireno’s foul and impious deeds appear - g0
The pious tokens of a foul fincere, . o

Now feize the ready nmariners their oars,
And, launching in the waves, forfake the fhores;
With joyful ftrokes they cleave the briny main,
To bedr aleng Bireno and his train. 95
Behind they leave low Holland’s marthy coaft,
Which quickly to the flying fight is loft : .
To fhun the Frizeland realm afide they fteer,
" While nearer Scotland to the left they veer. .
At length o’ertaken by a devious blaft, ~ 100
Three days uncertain o’er the billows caft,
The third they faw, as near the evening drew,
A wild and defert ifle arife to view, -
Soon as the vefiel to a creek they bore,
Bireno with Olymp'ré went on fhore : 104
Beneath a tent the flaves their cates prepar'd, .
The unfufpe@ing dame the banquet fhar'd,
- B4 ~ Then'
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’I/‘ hen to the couch, for gentle flumber dreft,
Co"nteﬁtcd, with her lord retir’d to reft ; _
‘While to their bark the weary CRéw retreat, , 1xo
And, funk in fleep, their former toils forget.

In fweet oblivion loft, Oltympia lay,
Tir'd with the labours of the watery way :
- In her calm breaft xio'irkforne'fears; arofe ;
Such fears as once had banifh’d her repofe. 115
Herfelf the view’d in fafety on the fhore,
*Midft the deep filence of the midnight hour,
Her loverl at her fide : but flumber fled - -
Bhis eyes, whofe waking thoughts deep treafon bred.
- Soon,as he fees her wrapt_in fleep, he takes - 120
With fpeed his vefture, and, the bed forfakes ;
"Then, as if bosie along the wings of wind, -
Flies to the fhip, and leaves the tent behind :
Silént he wakes his mates; end gives command -
To launchinto thé'deep and quit the land. *  y25
" "Unbleft-Qlympia on the fhore remain’d,
Whom long the. pleafing bands of fleep reftrain’d, »
. Ver. r20. Saon as he /E’e; her wrapt in Jleep,—] 'T}ie reader
* will'fee that this whole paffige, whete Bireno forfakes Olympia,

is copieq fram the ftory of Théfeus and Ariadne.
Ses Ovip’s Epiftles, Ariadne to Thefeus.

- ~ 3 : - Til)




B.X.  -ORLANDO FURIOSO. 9

‘Till from her golden ‘wheels Aurora threw,

On verdant meads, the drops of {parkling dew ;
And, on the margin of the wavy fleod, 1 30'
Aleyone her anclent plaints renew’d :

‘When now, nor fcarce afleep, nor yet awake,

She thought Bitdno in her arms to take:

Her touch deceiv’d, again the backward drew;
Then fondly ftretch’d her longing arms anew. . 13§
At length, difpell’d by fear, her flumber fled ;

She looks, and looking fees th’ abandon’d bed. °
Her griefs increafing, as her fears augment,

She quits the couch and iffues from the tent;
‘Wild to the fea fhe runs ,with headlong pace, 140
'And finds, alas ! too certaint hér difgrace.

Ver. 128. Till from ber golden -wlmlf-] Thus vad

Tempus érat, vitrea quo primum terra pruina
Spargitur, et tecte frofide quenintur aves. - -

Now earth firft glitters with the morning dew,
- _And birds, in bowery fhades, their plaints renew. .

Ver. 132. Whea now, nor fearce afleep,—] Ovid exalllp: : .
* 7 Incertum vigilans, a fomno languida, movi,
Thefea prcnfuras femifupina manus.
Nullus erat: referoque manus, iterumque retento,
“Perque torum thoveo brachia : nullus erat.

ioal . L. ... See the whole:Epiftle.. |
She.
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She beats her breaft and face, her hair i}xe_ rends,
While on the fhore heér frighted look the bends.

The favouring moon her trembling beam fupplies,

Yet nought but fea and defert larnd fhe fpies: 145
She calls Bireno’s name ; the caves around
With pity to Birend’s name refound |

A rock befide the ocedn’s mits ftood,
That, worn by farges, belly’d o’er the flood : :
To the high furnmit fwift Olympia flew, 150
Such added vigour from defpair flie drew 3
Thence from afar beheld the parting fails
Of falfe Bireno dtive before the gales:
She faw, or feern’d te-fee ;. for yet the light
Could fcarce difpel the fullen thades of night. 154
‘Trembling the falls: a chilly fweat invades
Her alter’d vifage, and her colour fades.
But, when técover'd, with her fruitlefs cries
She calls the veffel, while the vefiel flies;
And where her lips refufe their accents weaf{, 160
Her clafping hands and frantic geftures fpeak.

O whither fiy’ft thow?- efeacherous and unkind !
Thy bark has left her deareft freight behind !
Return — return-—and fince thou bear'ft away

My betrer part, O take this lifelefs clay ! 165 -
r .’.mr)‘f;',‘ "5 “ | While
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While thus fhe fpoke, her garments in her hand
She Wav;d, to lure the veffel back to land.
But the fame winds that through the billows bear
His fwelling fails, difperfe her plaints in air,
Thrice, cruel to herfelf, the thought to throw 17d
Her wretched body in the feas below.
At knéth fhe ceas’d to view the fhores in vain,
- And fought, with fecble fteps, the tent again.

Her face reclining on the confcious bed,
She pour’d-a fhower of plenteous tears, and faid,

Laft night in thee, alas! two lovers lay; = 176
Why did not two together rife to-day ?
Forfweorn Bireno ! fatal was the birth,
That gave accurfk Otympia to the earth |
Where fhall E turn ¥ ~wull hopelefs of relief, 180
Not one to hear my plaints; or foothe my grisf!
No bark ¢ efcape - while hunger feals my ddom,
Without the fhelter of a friendly tomb 3
Or favage wolves; that howl in every cave,
Shall in their wombs afford 2 dreadful grave! 185
Now, now, methinks, fo fwift is fear, I view -
Yon dreary {liades ferd forth thetr murderous crew ¢
Bears, lions, -tipers, beafts that nature arms
With fharpen’d teeth and clews:for iuman harms.-

' But



’

2 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.X.,

But ah ) what death fo dife can thefé beftow, igo
As thou, ungrateful author of my woe ! ‘

Thefe will but once my wretched carcafe tear ;

By thee, alas! a thoufand deaths I bear,

What if fome pilot, wandering o’er the deep;
Should take me hence in fafety to his fhip; 195
That thus the lions, ‘bears, and wolves I ’fcape,

Or want, and death in every horrid fhape;

Shall I to Holland fly, where thy command -
Defends the harbour, and forbids to land 2

How fhall I' feek again my natal fhore, * 200
When thou, by fraud, haft made it mine no more ?
How ready did thy traops their poft maintain, .
To take poffeffion of their new-found reign !

Shall I to Flanders turn ? for thee the reft
1 fold, the little that I there poffefs'd : 20§
All was 'c_émploy’d, ingrate ! to fet thee free ——-
What clime will now receive unhappy me ?

Shall I the realm of . Friza feek to gain,

(\Vhere once for thee I fcorn’d a queen to reign,
And hence my prethren and my fire were flain? 210
PBut wherefore fhould I feek my deeds to tell,

Or paint th’ affection thou haft known fo well}
Then claims a loye like.mine no more regard, ~

-Is this, unjuft Bireno, my reward ?

. | Perhaps
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Perhaps fome pirate, that infefts the wave, 21§

May feize and fnatch me hence a helplefs flave:

Ah! rather come eath roaring favage here!

1,et dreadful lions, tigers, wolves appear; -

‘With rending claws this panting bady tear, .

And to their den my limbs difmember’d bear ! 2120
While thus fhe fpoke her furious hands the fpread,

And rent the golden treffes from her head :

Again fhe fought the beach in wild defpair,

Loofe to the breezes flow’d her fcatter’d hair.

With more than mortal rage fhe feem’d pofleft, 22§

As if fome demon ﬁruggled in her breaft:

Like Hecuba, when on the Thracian fhore

Breathlefs fhe view’d her murder’d Polydore ;

Till, feated ona rock, in dolef:ui mood —

She feem’d a ftatue hanging o’er the flood. 230

But let her for a while her forrows mourn; -
Now to Rogero mutft the ﬁory turn,
Who ’midft the burning of meridian day
Along the fands purfu’d his weary wair
On his bncht arms the {un its beams imprefs’d, 235
And his hot cuxrafs glow’d upon his breaft.
, Ver. 231, But et ber for a while—= ] He returns fo Olympia
in the next book, ver 216,
Whilc
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While thus Befide the ocean fled the knight,

Fatigue and thirft companions of his flight ;

Beneath the thadow of an ancient towei',

He faw three damfels landed on the fthore; 240

Whom, by their veftments and their outward port,

He knew belong’d to falfe Alcina’s court.

On Alexandrian carpets vafes plac’d,

With wines and coftly cates allur’d the tai’ce

Their bark attending at the ftrand was ty’d, 245

Where the calm waters gently lav’d its fide,

In expectation till the fleeping gales

Should rife again to fill the flagging fails,

When near Rogero drew, whofe lips appear’d

All parch’d with thirft, his face with duft be-
fmear’d, ' ' 250

'With courteous mien the dames addrefs’d the knight,

And begg’d him from his courfer to alight,

With them awhile, in fweet retirement laid,

" To reft his weary limbs beneath the thade.

And now prepar’d a {miling damfel ftands 253
To hold his ftirrup with officious hands ; '
Another lifts on high the {parkling bowl,

And with a fiercer thirft inflames his foul.

fut-he, who knew the time forbade delay,

Regerdlefs of their wiles, ftill held his way. 260
' ' Not
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Not with fuch fury, touch’d by fudden fire,

From nitrous {alt or fulphur fames expire;

Not with fuch rage the foamy waves afcend,

When o’er the deep tempeftuous clouds extend §

As one amidft the damfel wajs, with fpite 265

And vow’d revenge, purfu'd the warripr's flight,
Thou art not (loud exclaiming thus the cry’d)

A knight, nor yet to gentle bload ally’d |

The arms thou wear'ft, thy theft alone could gain;

.Thy theft alone that generous feed obtain:  27¢

Soon fhall I fee thee yield thy daftard breath

By caitiff hands, and by a fhamsful death !

Thy worthlefs athes fcatter’d to the wind, °

Ingrate and proud ! the {candal of thy kind{
Thefewords and more, from psfions fwelling high,

Rogero heard, but deign’d not to reply: 276

‘Then, with her fifters, where their veflel lay,

She went on board, and through the watery way

Ver. 277. Then, with ber fiflers—] « By thefe three damfels
are figured the allurements and. flatteries of the world; and by
Reogero, wha refufes to comply with their invitation, a wife map,
who adheres to the path of Virtye s the ill language given to Ro~
gero is the abufe thrown eut by the vulgar on thofe who defpife
common pleafures : the pilot, that takes bim on board, denotes
- perfect judgment,” VaLvasors, PoreaccHt.

Urgd
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Urg'd all her fpeed, and haftening every oar,
Purfu’d his courfe along the winding fhore; 280
While her foul lips, accuftom’d well to rail,
- With every keen reproach his ears affail. . -

Now view’d Rogero, with a glad furvey,
Where crofs the narrow feas his paffagé lay
TaLagiftilla; whence he foon efpy’d a8
An ancient fire, that 'frbm the adverfe fide
Unmoor’d his bark : the knight’s approach he knew,
And gladly waited till he came in view.
Soon as he faw him pacing o’er the fand,
He came'prepar’d to waft him from the land, 290
A man might in the pilot’s features find
The traces of a juft, benignant mind.
With thanks to Heaven the bark Rogero takes,
And iffuing to the fea the ftrand forfakes ;
Still as he pafs’d difcourfing with the fage, 29%
By long Cxperiéncc taught and wife with age.

. The pilot much extoll'd the youthful knight,
Who timely from Alcina took his flight,
T’ efcape her fnares; and now with purer thought
The virtuous domes of Logiftilla fought ;. 300
fWhofe cvcrlaﬁ:mg joys fuch fweets difpenfe, |
As feed. the foul, yet never cloy the fenfe. .
‘ Where

voa



B.X. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 17

‘Where fhe (he cry’d) can once her power impart,

‘With reverential awe fhe fills the heart:

"Till by her beauties fir'd, the purermind . 303
Cafts every abjé& pleafure far behind !

Reverfe from earthly love her love appears :

T hat, fills the breaft with anxious hopes and fears ;
In this, defire can claim no greater ftore,

It views, is happy, and can afk no more ! 310
She will to nobler feats your thoughts advance,
Than finging, bathing, tilting, and the daqce;

Teach how th’ expanded foul can mount on high,
Beyond the cloudy vapours of the fky ;

. And how on earth the mortal part may prove 313
A tafte of peace that crowns the bleft above.

Thus fpeaking, through the flood the pilot fteer’d,

While diftant yet the fafer thore appear’d :

"When lo! a numerous fail of thips they ’{py’d,
That with fpread canvas tkimm’d along the tide. 320
With thefe Alcina came; and with her drew,

Fir'd with her paft affront, a powerful crew ;
Refolv’d t’ expofe her perfon and her reign,
Her lately ravifh’d treafure to regain.

- Though love not flightly urg’d her fecret heart, 325

Yet indignation bore an equal part :

Vor. II, - C Their
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Their dé.fhing oars {o fwift the feamen ply;
To either land the frothy waters fly :
Refound the feas ; refounds each crooked fhore,
And Echo, from her caves, returns the roar, 330
Now, now, thy magic thield, Rogero, fhow,
Or yield thy life, or freedom to the foe !
Thus Logiftilla’s pilot eager cry’d,
And, ‘at the word, he threw the veil afide,
Reveal'd the dazzling light, whofe beams expos’d
In darknefs every hoftile eye-lid clos’d: = 336
Some headlong quit the prow; while others fall
Frorn the high poop : one fleep o’erwhelms them all !
A centinel, that on the watch-tower ftood,
Beheld Alcina’s veﬁ'ejls in the flood: 340
The bell then gave th’ alarm — a warrior band
Pour’d from the fort and crowded all the ftrand ;
Th’ artillery from the wélls its rage employ’d,
Which, like a ftorm, Rogero’s foes annoy’d ; 7
And thus from every part afliftance came, 348
Tao fave his life, his liberty, and fame.

Ver. 343. TP artillery— 7 It appears doubtful what the
poct here means by artillery ; fome commentatars explain it
to be the machines ufed by the ancients for throwing great
ftones.

s of
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Of beauteous form, four virgins trod the thore,

‘Whom Logiftilla tirfxely fent before :

Fair Andronica,;ﬁr{’c in valour plac’d, ,
‘The wife Phronefia, and Dicilla chafte, 350
‘With pure Sophrofyne, who ever prefs’d

In facred virtue’s caufe above the reft.

Beneath the catftle, in the fheltering bay,

A numerous fleet of mighty vefiels lay:
At every fignal given by day or night, . 355
Prepar’d to fail and ready mann’d for fight.
" Thus either force once more to combat drew,

And both by land and fea the war renew ;

By which the kingdom was again reftor’d
“Which once Alcina conquer’d by the fword. 365
What+various chances in the field are try’d, |

And who the fate of battles can decide!

Alcina, anxious to prevent his flight,

Not only loft her lover and her knight,

But from that fleet, whofe countlefs fails difplay’d,
Caft o'er the fubje®t feas a dreadful thade, 366

Ver. 347. — four virgins—="] <« Andronica reprefents For-
titude ; Phronefia, Prudence ; Sophrofyne, Temperance; and
Dicilla, Juftice : thefe are the four virtues that deliver men from
the hands of Alcina or Vice,” Dokck.

C2 . - Whie
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While on the reft the flames refiftlefs fed,

Scarce with one bark, alone, efcaping fled.

Thus fled Alcina, while her bands were flain,
Enflav’d, or burnt, or whelm’d beneath the main. 370
But for Rogero moft her plaints fhe pour’d,

His lofs, o’er every woe, her foul deplor’d.

For this, each night, each day-the breath’d her fighs,
For this the forrows trickled from her eyes ;

While oft refleftion added to her grief, - 378
That death refus’d to yield her pains relief.

No fairy’s life the hand of fate reftrains, -

While Pheebus thifts his placé or Heaven remains ;
Elfe Clotho fure a welcome aid had f{ped,

And parted with the fhears her fatal thread: 380
Her own right hand had rais'd the fword, t’ expel
Her fuﬁ'érings, as Pheenician Dido fell

Or like the queen of Nilus, had fhe prov'd

The poifonous afp, and every care remov’d !

Ver. 379. —Qisths — ] One of the Parcz, or three fatal
fifters, whofe office was to prefide over the thread of life ; their
names were Clotho, Lachefis and Atropos. Clotho held the
diftaff ; Lachefis wound off the wool ; and Atropos cut the
thread ; but Ariofto has afcribed this tafk ta Clotho,

Ver. 383. — the queen of Nilus,— ] Clgopatra, queen of
Egypt, :
But
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But let us leave Alcina in her pain, 385
And to renown’d Rogero turn the ftrain,
‘Who, difembarking, trod the friendly thore
‘With grateful thanks to Heaven’s proteting power,
And with impatient fteps his way purfu’d
To where the fairy’s ftately palace ftood. 390
For ftrength or fhow no place with this could vie,
But the bright manfions of th’ eternal fky.
Thick fet with ftones that dart their mingled rays,
The walls, with more than mortal luftre, blaze! .
Not fo the diamond fhifts its trembling beam ; 395
Not fo the ruby flames with ruddy gleam.
On thefe immortal gems who turns his eyes, -
Beholds the mind in all her colours rife ;
Each fault, each virtue views; nor flattery’s drefs
Can blind his foul, nor envy’s tongue déprefs. 400
And he, O Pheebus ! who can thefe difplay,
Without thy aid, creates another day:
*Twere hard to tell which claim’d the nobler parf,
‘The rich materials, or the forming art ! -
Here rais’d aloft, on fumptuous arches high, 403
That feem’d the vaft fupporters of the fky,

Ver. 385. But ket us leave Akina—] Alcina appears ne
more in the courfe of this work.

C3 | Were-
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Were fpacious gardens, which for beauteous fhow
Might vanquifh others ftretch’d on plains below.
Amidft the fhining battlements were feen
The trees, of odorous {cent, .with branches green,
Where the fruit ripens, and the bloffom blows, 41 1
Through every feafon that the fun beftows.
No plants like thefe in earthly foils arife,
Nor autumn there fuch grateful fhade fupplies ;|
Like thefe no violets or lilies bloom, 415
No rofes breathe like thefe a rich perfume ;
Not fuch the mortal amaranthine bowers,
Or fragrant jeffamine, where thort-liv’d flowers
Shrunk with each blaft, with every heat decay’d,
‘Ere yet they flourifh, droop their heads and fade : 420
But here perpetual verdure clothes the ground,
And with perpetual {weets the flowers are crown’d.
Not that benignant Nature fo ordains,
Or with a kindlier power their life {uftains,
But Logiftilla, by her fkilful care, 42%
Without the help of funs or genial air,
‘What to a vulgar thought may ftrange appear,
Maintains eternal fpring throughout the year.

The fairy-dame her pleafure teftify’'d
To fee with-her fo brave a knight refide = 430

) ' While
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While every one by her example ftrove
"T'o thow the warrior greateft marks of love.
Aftolpho, who ere this her palace gain’d,
With friendly looks Rogero entertain’d ;
Soon came the reft, who, in a happy hoﬁr, 4338
Regain’d their fthapes by fage Meliffa’s power.
Rogero and Aftolpho now addrefs
The dame with grateful thanks, and humbly prefs
Their fair difmiffion thence : Meliffa joins
The juft requeft, and feconds their defigns. 440-
To whom the.fairy courteoufly reply’d,
She would for either warrior’s way provide:
_Then with herfelf the fecret counfel took
How beft t’ aflift Rogero and the duke ;
At length refolv’d the horfe that foar’d in air, 44§
~ To Aquitanian fhores the firft thould bear. ’
* She now prepar’d a bit, with curbing rein,
To rule the courfer and his fpeed reftrain ;
This done, with care fhe next inftruts the knight
To bid him rife, or lower in his flight ; 450
To urge his fwifter pace, or in a ring =~
To make him wheel, or hang upon the wing :
Till as th’ experienc’d horfeman rules the horfe, .

And o’er the plains below directs his courfe, .
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With equal eafe the warrior foon beftrides, 45§

And through the fields of air the courfer guides.
Then brave Rogero haften’d to depart,

But firft his leave he took with grateful heart,

" And flying, left her pleafing feats behind,

Her goodnefs ever treafurd in his mind. 460

Now let us follow his adventurous flight,

- And after tell how England’s noble knight,

'« With greater length of time and heavier p\ain,

Return’d to Gallia’s court and Charlemain.

A different way the champion meant to foar 465
Than that which late compell’d he pafs’d before,
‘When the fierce griﬂﬁn whirl’d him firft away, -
While lands and pathlefs feas beneath him lay.

In his firft flight he left the Spanifh ftrands,

And pafs'd direé to India’s diftant lands ; 470
To India’s lands where ﬁvells the eaftern main,
Where the two fairies held dlvxdcd relgn

But now would vifit othcr climes, than thofe

Where blu[’cermg Eolus for ever blows ;

Ver. 474. Where bluflering Eolus for ever blows;] Rogero,
in his firft Bight, had paflfed over the vaft Atlantic ocean,
where Eolus is faid to blow continually, as the fea is fup-
pofed to be. more particularly under the dommxon of the
winds,

£, Nor
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Nor thinks his purpos’d journey ‘to conclude, 475
Till, like the fun, he round the earth has view’d.
O’er fpacious Quinfai he direts his way,
Thence viewing Mongiana and Cathay ;
And now o’er Imaiis his flight he-takes,
Then Sericana. to the left forfakes : 480
Still more aeclining from the Scythian cold,
To where th> Hircanian fea his billows roll’d ;
At length Sarmatia’s ample realm he found, -
And, leaving Afia, entered Europe’s bound; - .
There ftretch’d beneath his eyes in wide furvey, 485
Ruffia, Prufenia, ‘and Pomeria lay. .
Though Bradamant with love Rogero fir'd,

Though every hope to fee the maid confpir’d ;
Yet could he not the pleafure now reftrain
‘To journey thus o’er cities, land, and main, 490
But he to Poland and Hungaria flew,
Till wide Germania’s plains appear’d in view;
And every other barbarous region croft,

He came at length to England’s diftant coaft.

' Ver. 494. — England's diftant coaft. ] L'ultima Inghilterra—
Thus Horace :

= in ultimos
Orbis Britannos m————
Likewife Virgil, Eclog. 1.
s——— penitus toto divifos orbe Britannos,
‘ Yet
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Yet deem nothere (mylord) th’ adventurous knight
Unceafing il purfu'd fo long a flight ; 496
Each clofing eve, his courfer’s fpecd repreft,

He chofe fome fair retreat for eafe and reft :

One morn he reach’d fair London’s ftately towers,

. And ftay’d his courfec by Thames’ far winding

fhores, 500
Whofe neighbouring meads.difplay’d a mighty force
Of hardy warriors, mingled foot and horfe,

‘That to the martial fife and trumpet’s found
In-beauteous order ftretch’d their ranks around.
The good Rinaldo thefe to battle led, 505
The firft of knights, and of a hoft the head !
‘Who came, ambaflador from Charlemain,
Affiftance on the Britith coaft to gain.

Rogero hear the place, by fortune, drew,
Juft as each fquadron pafs’d in fair review: 510
And now alighting with a fwift defcent, |
He afk’d a warrior what the concourfe meant. '
To him the courteous ftranger thus reply’d:
Thefe troops, whofe banners all the country hide,
From Scotland, Ireland, and from England’s foil 513

Arrivc, and fome from every neighbouring ifle :

Vex 505. The good Rinaldo =] Rinaldo is mennoned agam
in the xivth book, ver. 705,
The




B.X. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 27

‘The ready veflels in the harbour ftand,

“To waft them fafely to the Gallic land.

‘The powers of France, befieg’d by Pagan force,

In thefe fupplies have plac’d their laft refource: 520
But that your eyes may every {quadron know,
Attend while I their different nations thow.

Ver. §22. — their different nations fbow.] The following
review of the forces, it is feared will appear but ungraceful
in Englith, from the familiarity of the names and titles, which
dre with difficulty to be reduced to Englith verfe, though they
have a different éffe® in the original: the Italians, from the
genius of their languague, and the liberty they are accuftomed
to take with proper names, give a uniformity to different founds,
and foften them to their own tongue : but it was thought a
licence of this kind could not be taken in the tranflation with
the well-known Englith titles.

This paflage is imagined by fome to be intended by the
poet as a compliment to the Britith nobility. The defcrip-
tion of the feveral leaders, with their arms, banners, and whim-
fical devices, is exaélly in the fpirit of chivalry:- thus Don
Quixote,, taking the two flocks of fheep for armies, paints
their fancied appearance, in the following manner, to Sancho :
& The knight you fee yonder with the gilded armour, who
« bears in his fhield a lion crowned couchant at a damfel’s foot,
% is the valorous Laurealco, lord of the filver bridge : the other,
“ with the armour flowered with gold, who bears three crowns
“ argent in a field azure, is the formidable Micocolambo, grand
« duke of Queracia, &c.”

See Jarvis’s Don Quixortk, Vol. I. B.iii. C. iv.
Yon
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Yon enfign view, where wa/ving in'the wind

: Appéar the ﬂcur-’ldc-lys and leopards join’d :

‘That trophy’d fign the gallant chief difplays,. 525
Whofe fovéreign rule each fubje& band obeys :
Amidit thefe warriors mighty is his fame,

, And Lionel his ever-honour’d name 3
The duke of Lancafter, of valour try’d,

In counfel fage, and to the kiﬁg ally’d. §3@
The banner next behold, that rang’d behind

_ Streams tow’rds the hills, and trembles in the wind ;
With three white wings upon a verdant'fleld,

By mighty Richard, earl of Warwick, held.

' Intrepid Glofter’s duke the ftandard rears, . 3§35
Where the ftag’s head with branching horns ap-

- pears. ‘
The duke of Clarence brings a torch of light ;
The duke of York reveals a tree in fight:

"See ! Norfolk’s duke the bannér’d fign advance,
That, in three pieces, gives a fhiver’d lance. 5§40
The noble earl of Kent the thunder bears:"

The griffin, next, the earl of Pembroke wears.
The balance there the duke of Suffolk takes;
The earl of Effex holds.thc"yoke and fnakes ;

And yonder garland in an azure fhield 54§
Northumberland produces in the field.

. Behold
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Behold the earl of Arundel, who fhows

A finking veffe] where the ocean flows:
See ! Berkley’s gallant marquis next appear ;
The earl of March, in equal fplendor near. 550
The firft, in white, has giv’n a cloven mound;
A palm is in the fecond banner found, .
And in the third a pine infurges drown’d.
‘The earls of Ancafter and Dorfet, known
One by the car, the other by the crown. 555
That falcon on his neft, with plumage fpread,
By Raymond earl of Devonthire is led.
See ! Winchefter the black and yellow wear ;
Derby the hound, and Oxford has the bear.
The prelate of the Bath, amidft his peers - | 560‘
For riches fam’d, a crofs of cryftal rears.
There Somerfet’s great duke attracts the gaze,
Who, ftrange device ! a broken feat difplays.
Of heayy-arm’d, and archers on the fteed,
Full forty thoufand to the fight proceed ; " 563
And thrice as many of the footmen-train,
Beat with their fteps the far-refounding plain.
See ! where they throng, with various enfigns fpread;
By Godfrey, Henry, Herman, Edward, led.
The firft for duke of Buckingham is known 3§70
The next is for the earl of Sal’fbury thown.

Then
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Then Abergan’ny comes, advanc’d in years ;
Laft Edward, earl of Shrewfbury, appears,
All thefe that ftretch along the eaftern lands,
Compofe the numbers of the Englifh bands. 575
Now view the weft, and forty thoufand there
Of hardy Scotchmen wave their figns in air.
Yon lion, plac’d two unicorns between,
That rampant with a filver fword is feen, -
Is for the king of Scotland’s banner known; 80
Zerbino there encamps, his gallant fon !
~ No ‘form fo graceful can your eyes behold,

" For nature made him, and deftroy’d her mould.

The title of the duke of Rofs he bears,

No chief with him for dauntlefs mind compares. 585
The earl of Athol next unfolds to view

A gilded bar upon a field of blue.

The neighbouring banner by the duke of Mar

Is rais’d, who brings a leopard to the war.

Ver. 581. Zerbino— ] Zerbino, fon to the king of Scot-
Jand, and brother to the princefs Geneura, who was delivered
from death in the fifth book by Rinaldo. The charaéter of
Zerbino appears to be entirely Ariofto’s own, and is one of the
moft amiable in the whole poem : the loves of this prince and
the chafte Ifabella, make a very beautiful and affeting epifode,

See note to B. xiii. ver. 39,

See !
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See! gallant Alcabrun, his ftandard brought 590

With various fancy’d birds and colours fraught ;

Of no degree of earl or marquis vain,

But firft in place amid the fylvan train.

"The duke of Stafford gives the bird to fight

"That dares with fteadfaft eyes Apollo’s light. g5

Lurcanio\, lord of Angus, fhews a chace,

Where the fierce bull two nimble greyhounds trace.

The duke of Albany, his banner view,

Who fills his field with colours white and blue::

Buchannan’s earl amidft his ftandard bears 600

Yon vulture that a fpeckled dragon tears.

Valiant Armano next upon the field

Appears, with white and {able on his fhield.

The earl of Arrol, on his right, is féen,

Who gives a flambeau in a field of\grccn. 6os
Now, in two bands behold the Irith fpread,

The firft is by the earl of Kildare led :

The fecond, by the earl of Defmond brought

" "From favage mountains, has the battle fought.

The firft has, in his fign, a flaming brand 610

In white, the fecond, a vermilion band.

Ver, 598. The duke of Albany,—] Ariodantes, brother to
Lurcanio, married to Geneura, and, after the death of Polineflo,
cyeated duke of Albany, s related in the fixth book.

Nor

e o e
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Nor do'the Englifh, Scotch, and Irifh here

Alone in aid of Charlemain appear,

But Sweden’s realm ‘and Norway fend their powers, .

And ev’n the climes remote of Iceland fhores: 615

With many a land, in diftant régions far,

By nature foes to peace and friends to war.

Near feventeen thoufand to the battle come,

Drawn from the hollow caves and foreft gloom ;

Round their white banner throng’d, the plain ap-

pears . ' , 620

A wood of arms, a grove of briftled fpears :

His banner white the chief Morato bore,

Refolv'd to dye it foon with Moorith gore. - -
While thus Rogero fees the bands, and hears

The names and titles of the Britith peers, ' 62g

Firft one, and then another with furprife

Approaching views his beaft with fteadfaft eyes,

Amaz’d at fuch a ftrange unufual fight,

And foon the circle thickens round the knight.
But now Rogero, with defign to raife 630

His pleafure, and increafe the crowd’s amaze,

Gives to his fteed the rein, and makes him feel,

With gentle touch, the goring of the fteel ; -

He, fwiftly mounting, foars upon the wind,

And leaves the gazing multitude behind ! 635
’ | Then
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Then, having pafs’d the foil of Erigland o’er

¥rom fide to fide, he reach’d the Trith (Kore,

Theé fabulous Hibernia; where, *tis faid;

The holy fage a fecret cavern madé; -

In which, fuch grace th’ offénding mortal wins, 640

He, purging there, atones for all his'fins;

And thence he guides his courfer o'er the ‘waves, -

Where the fough fea the leffer Britain Javes:-

When, looking down;, a doleful fight he fpy’d,

The fair Angelica in fetters ty’d! - ° : 643 :

Ty’'d to a rock oit forrow’s fatal iflé, - ...

For forrow’s name well fuits the hateful foil:;

Whence (as my tale but late difplay’d before) -

Arm’d veffels coafted round from.fhote to thore,

Ver. 638. The fubulous Hibernia; vhere, *tis ﬂid;

The holy fage a fecret cavern made, ] Pope Celeftine
fent bithop Germano into England, to convert the inhabitants to
the Catholic faith, and Palladio to the Scots: he likewife ferit
bithop Patrick into Ireland: this laft; after having . exemplifiéd
many virtues, at laft miraculoufly caufed a well to appear, into
which every-day all thofe entered, who had committed any great _
fin,Yand proclaimed that they thereby obfdined remiffion : this
well was called St. Patrick’s purgatory. Ireland, or Hibernia, is
here called fabulous (favolofa,) becaufe whoever came dut of this
cave related many marvellous things. - DoLcs, PoRcAGCRI: *

Vou. II, - ' D s Yo
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To feize and bear unhappy dames away, 6 50
Doom’d to devouwring jaws a dgily prey!
That morn the virgin on the rock was plac’d
To glut the monfter of the watery wafte ;
The wirgin who in haplefs hour wes bound, . 654
By thofe that view’d her proftrate on the ground
Befide th' unhallow’d fire ia magic fleep profound.
‘Th’ inhmnan race, of unrelenting mind,
To brutal rage the helplefs fair refign’d,
And on the thore her tender frame expos’d,
As Nature firft her naked fimbs difcles’d; 660
Nor, criel, left one flender veil, to fpread
O’er the white lilies, and the rofes red ;
Flowers that with her can equal lufire boatt,
In heats of July or December’s froft !
Rogero firft the diftant virgin thought - 66
Some lovely form, of alabafter wrought,
;Or pureft marble, which the fculptor’s hand
-Had fix'd with art to grace the defert ftrand.
“But foon he view’d, midft animated {now, '
-And rofes red, the dewy forrows flow, . . 676"

¢ Ver. 665. Rogers firfi — ] Compare the remaining partof this
beok with the latter end of the fourth of Ovid’s Metamorphofes,
where Perfeus delivers Andromeda from the fea-monfter.”

2 . 'Which
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Which trickling down her panting bofom ftray’d,
While in het golden hair the zephyss play’d.
When now on hers the champion fix’d his eyes,
The thoughts of Bradamant began to rife:

Pity and love, by turns, his foul detain, - 673
And fearce his kindly tears their courfé reftrain:
He firft his winged coutfer’s {peed reprefs’d,

Then gently thus the weeping maid addrefs’d :

O damfel! worthy only of thé chaing

‘With which his captives conquering Love reftrains!
Unworthy this, or any woe to find 13
What wretch fo harden’d, with obdurate mind
Could by the rugged force of iton bands
Comprefs the foftnefs of thofe lovely hands ?

While yet he fpoke her rifing bluthes fpread, &85
So polifh’d ivory fhows when ftain’d with red:
Abath’d the found thofe latent charms efpy’d,
Which modefty, though beauteous, ftrives to hideg
Her face had from her hands concealment found,
But to the flinty rock her hands were bound. 690

’

Ver. 679. O damfel! wnerthy onlp of the thains ] This
Ovid: : - . :

- non iftis digna catenis,.

Sed quibus inter fe cupidi junguntur amantes !

D2 ‘ Yet
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Yet (all fhe could) a thower of tears fhe thed,
And ftrove to earth to bend her drooping head.
While mingled fobs and plaints her fate bewail,
A fudden noife cuts fhort her mournful tale.
For, lo! the monfter pioughs the watery field, 695
LI;Ialf -rais’d above the waves, and half conceal’d.
As féaﬁng Boreas’ rage or Aufter’s force,
‘The veflel to the harbour fteers her courfe :
So haftening to his welcome prey is feen
The ravenous orc, and fmall the fpace between. 700
The damfel views, half dead with chilling fear,
Nor can the knight her drooping fpirits cheer.

His lance, but npot in reft, Rogero held,
And on the furious orc the ftroke impell’d:
How fhall my mufe his dreadful form explain? yog
A bulk enormous ! floundering in the main !
His eyes and pointed tufks a boar proclaim,
The reft, a mafs unthap’d, without a name.
Between his brows the ftroke Rogero try’d,
The monfter, movelefs as a rock, defy’d 710
The baffled fpear; and now the fearlefs knight
Prepar’d on clofer terms to wage the fight,
The orc, who faw the winged courfer’s thade,

That here and there upon the waters play’d,
" Forfook
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Forfook the certain helplefs prey in view, 715
And raging at the empty fhadow flew;
While, as he turn’d, Rogero funk below,
And watchful ply’d with ftrokes his dreadful foe.
As when an eagle darting from the fkies,
Amidft the grafs a Wandéring ferpent fpies, 720
Or fees him on the funny bank unfold
His azure glories and his {cales of gold ;
Eager to feize, yet cautious ftill, he fears
Where from his mouth the hifling tongue appears,
At length he gripes the prize, then 'fpreads his wing,
Nor dreads the terrors of the forky fting, 726
Rogero thus, with fword and fpear, purfues | _
Not where his tecth and threatening tufks he views;
But ’twixt his ears the forceful blow defcends ;
Now on his back, now where his tail extends. 730
Oft as the monfter turns, afide he flies, . |
And watches when to fink and when to rife:
But all in vain ! his labour nought avails,
No fteel can pierce th’ impenetrable fcales. ‘

With the gaunt matiff thus the fly maintains 734
Audacious fight, when Auguft dries the plains:
In July’s month when ripening harvefts fhine,
Or rich September yielding generous wine :

D3s Now
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Now on his jaw he fixes, or his gyes ;

And ftill in ever-wheeling circles flies, 740

T’ elude the teeth, that vainly bite the air;

For one dire ftroke would finifh a}l his care !
Lafh’d by the monfter’s tail the furges fly,

And dafh with {prinkling foam the diftant fky :

Scarce knows Rogero if his courfer waves, 743,

His wings in air, or in the ocean laves :

Full oft he withes now to gain the fhore;

For. much he fears, if fil] the billows foar,

When the damp plumes no. more his fteed: fuftain,,

No friendly bark will bear him from the main. 7350
But foon far better thoughts his mind engage

With other arms to quell the brutal rage;

He now refolves the buckler to difplay,

And ftrike his fenfes with th’ enchanted ray;

Then flies to land, and firft to {creen the maid 734

(Whofe naked limbs were on the rock difplay’d).

JFrom the fierce light, he fixes qn her. hand

The ring that could the magic power withftand,

The ring, which noble Bradamant kefore

To fave her lover from Brunello bore *; 760.

And next, to free him from Alcina’s bands,

By fage Meliffa fent to India’s lands* ;

* Sce Books iv, and vii,

Who
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Who many youths, with this, from fate repriev’d:

From her the knight the wondrous: gift receiv’d.

. This, with forefeeing care, he gave the dame 76§
Fofereen her from his buckler’s blazing flame;

" And fave thofie lovely eyes, whofe foft regard-

Already had his amorous heart enfhar'd.

Then fwift he tuens to'where the monfter prefs’d

One half the fea bencath his ample breaft ; 770

And, ftanding en the fhore, the veil he rears,

When loi! another fun on:earth appears |

Full on th’ aftonith’d orc the filendor plays ;

His fenfes' vanifh with the dazzling blage I

- As, when. the fkies with: fultry wapours glow, 773

The:panting fithes-faint and: fink below ;.

So, midfit the billows of the deep, is thown-

The hideous monfler, horribly o’erthrown

Rogero then no reft, no. paufe allows;

But plies him clafe with unavailing blows, 780
The beauteous damfel- now befought the knight’

With earneft prayers to ceafe the fruitlefs fighic:

Ah! turni(the weeping’ cry’d)-and loofe-myr chains,

Before the cruel arc his fenfe regains.

Ah! rather whelm me in the gaping flood, . 785

Ere thefe poor limbs-be made liis trembling food.

D4 Rogero,
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Rogero, -pitying, heard the dame deplore,
Then burft her bonds, and toak her from the fhore.
He fpurs ; the courfer fpurps the fand, and flies
Aloft in air, and travels thrqugh the {kies, 792
While op the faddle fits the gallant knight, '
Behind, the crupper bears the virgin bright.
Thus brave Rogero fnatch’d the maid away
To rob the mantter of fo fair a prey;
And, as he flew along, full oft he prefsd 79§ -
With kiffes fweet, her eyes and fnowy breaft.
No more his purpos’d voyage fills his mind,
He fecks no more the Spanifh coaft to find ;
But to the neighbouring land his courfer guides,
Where leffer Britain breaks the briny tides; * 800
Where branching oaks a peaceful covert {creen,
And Philomela warbles through the fcene.
Along the meadow pours a purling rill, - '
On either hand appears a lonely hill.

‘Th’enamour’d warrior here reprefs’d his fpeed, 803
And foft defcended on the verdant mead ;
His griffin’s wings he now reftrain’d from flight,
Thofe wings that never more muft bear the knight !
Alighting from his fteed, he burns to prove
A gentler yoyage on the coaft of love. - 810

And
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And now the glowing youth with eager hafte
Impatient from his limbs the fteel unbrac’d;

By turns this platé, confus’d, then that he try’d,
‘And while he loofen’d one, another ty’d,

But fince my lines beyond the bound extend, 813
And may, perchance, my lord, your ears offend,
No longer will I now my tale purfue,

But at a fitter time the verfe renew,

E¥DP OF THE TENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

ANGELICA, by the help of her ring, leaves Rogero, who lofes
his flying borfe, and afterwards, being deceived by the ap-
pearance of Bradamant engaged in combat with a giant, is
decoyed to the enchanted caftle of Atlantes. Orlando in pur-
fuit of Angelica, arrives at the ifland of Ebuda, where he finds
Olympia expofed to be devouyed by the fea-monfter : he kills
the monfter, and delivers her. Oberto, king of Ireland, ar-
riving at the fame time, falls in love with Olympia, and
marries her. Orlando departs to continue the fearch of
Angelica. '
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N mid career the rider oft reftrains

The fiery courfer’s fpeed with gentle reins ;
But feldom reafon’s curb will hold confin’d
Th’ unruly paffiens of an amorous mind.
So when a bear, that finds with honey flor'd =~ 5
A welcome vafe, can tafte the lufcious hoard,
Or from afar the odorous {cent receive,
His feet refufe th’ enticing bait to leave,

No fage reflection can fuffice to make
Rogero now th’ alluring blifs forfake, 1@
The blifs, with fair Angelica to prove, '
In friendly fhades, the gifts of lawlefs love.
No longer Bradamant his thoughts poffefs'd,
Once the fole objec reigning in his breaft ;

Thefe
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Thofe charms that might Xenocrates infpire, x5
Inflam’d the gentle youth with fierce defire :

His buckler and his lance ‘afide he t}'llrcw,' '

And from his limbs the mail impatient drew ;
When, cafting down by chance her bafhful eyes,
The maid the ring upon her finger fpfcs 3 20
The ring, which at Albracca frem the dame

Brunello ftole ; with which to France fhe came;
When

Ver. 15. = Xenascrates infpire,] Xenocrates, a difciple of,
and fucceflor to Plato, celebrated for his probity, wifdom, and
chaftity. He refufed the prefents of Alexander the Great.
It was a faying of his, that we often repented of fpeaking
too much, but never of having held our peace. He was
fo eminent for continency, that having been one day left
alone with Phryne, a beautiful courtezan, who made ufe of
every enticement to feduce him, thé afterwards declared that
fhe had not been with a man, but a ftatue. Others relate
that he underwent the fame trial with Lais, another famous
gourtezan.

Ver. 21, The ring, which at Mbracca frem the dame

Brunells flole j —] Boyardo relates that Brunelto
climbed fecretly up a fteep and almoft inaccefible rock, to the
walls of Albracca, and making his way where Angelica ftood,
amidft her people, to view the battle from the ramparts, took
the ring from off her finger, unperceived by her, and, re-
turhing By the way he came, efcaped with his prize, though
the princefs had now taken the alarm, and commanded him to
be purfued. Orr. Inn. B.IL C. v,

The
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When firft the Chriltian court her brother * gain'd,
And with his golden lante fach fame obtain’d ;-

Which next the Paladia Aftelpho held: = ag
This ring the charms of Malegigi quell’d;

% ARGALIA. :
The ancients appear to.have bad gweat fuith in the art of
making rings, under the inflnence of particular planets or ftars,
accompanied with certain myfterious ceremonies, that fthould
communicate qualities and virtues to the wearer, preferve him
from ficknefs, poifon, or encmies, and guard him from every at-
tack of demons.or evil fpirits. Philoftratus relates, that Larca,
a prince of India, gave Apollonius feven rings, with the names
and virtues of the feven planets, of which he every day wore
one by turns, and maintained his youth a hundred and thirty
years. Ariftotle likewife fpeaks of ‘the ‘ring of Battus, which
infpired the wearer with gratitude and homour. In another we
" read of a certain philofopher, named Eudzmus, who made rings
that were prefervatives againdt the bite of ferpents and the fpells
" of forcery or witchcralt, We read thet Gyges, king of Ly-
dia, had 2 ring of wonderfid virtue, that mpon turning the
ftone inwardly towards the palm of his hand, he immediately
became invifible, and that by the help of this ring he feduced
the queen, flew the king Candaules, and gained poffeflion of
the kingdom of Lydia. Other writers relats, that Candaules,
through an extravagant vanity for the uncommon beauty of
his wife, concealed’ Gyges in her chamber, that he might
behold her naked: the queen coming o the knowledge of
~ this, compelled Gyges to enter into a confpiracy againft Can»
daules, whom he ﬂcw, anQ afnerwaxds fucceeded to hls crown
and bed. ' o
. ‘ : « Same
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By this Orlando, with a knightly .train;, = -

One morn fhe freed from Dragontina’s chain;
With this unfeen fhe left the caftle, where

An old enchanter kept th’ imprifon’d fair. . 3o
But wherefore fhould I thefe adventures tell,
Adventures which yourfelves muft know fo well ?
From her Brunello ftole the wondrous ring; .

Urg’d by command of Agramaht the king ; _
Since

« Some of the old romance and legendary writers fpeak of a
ring that gave to its wearer the knowledge of the languagé of
birds, thus mentioned by Chaucer, '

" Canace
That own’d the virtuous ring of glafs.

And fuller by the old poet Lydgate : .
And evermore depeinten might fee
How, with her ring, goodly Canace
Of every fowle the leden and the fong
Could underftand as fhe hem walk’d among.”
W arTon’s Obfervations on Spenfer.
Ver. 28.— from Dragontina’s chain ; .
An old enchanter— ]  Orlando. going to the afx
fiftance of Angelica, whom he -underftood. to be -befieged -in
Albracca by Agrican king of Tartary, whofe. fuit fhe ‘had
reje@ed, arrives at a bridge where he drinks of the water of
ohlivion, offered by a damfel, and is decoyed into. the garden
of Dragontina, a powerful enchantrefs, where many other
knights are detained prifoners by the force of her fpells.

Angelica leaves Sacripant, with two other Kkings, to defend
Albracca,
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Since when, by adverfe fortune ever croft, 35
"The haplefs maid at length her kingdom loft.
‘Whennow fhe view’d, and view’d with ravith’d eyes,
"The ring long loft, o’erwhelm’d with glad furprize, -
She fears fome empty dream her fenfe deceives,
And {carce, by fight or touch, the truth believes ; 46
"Then from her hand the took with eager hafte, *
And ’twixt her lips the fhining circlet plac’d,
And inftant vanifh’d from Rogero’s fight, .
Like Phaebus, when a cloud obfcures his light,
"The youth, abandon’d thus, with looks amaz’d 45
Around the mead awhile in filence gaz’d ; ’
But when remembrance to his thoughts return’d -
"Fhe magic ring, too late his lofs he mourn’d,
Too late the chance bewail’d—Ungrateful maid !
Are thus (he cry’d) my fervices repaid? 5@
Say, would’ft thou rather of my ring bereave
This hand by theft, than as my gift receive ?
Albracca, and privately fets out to procure further affiftance. In
her way fhe is enticed by an old man into a caftle, from which
{he efcapes by means of her ring, which is afterwards ftolen from
her by Brunello. She arrives at the garden of Dragontina,
where the finds Orlando, Brandimart, Gryphon, Aquilant, and
‘many other knights, all whom fhe delivers from the power of the
cnchantrefs, and engages them to go with her, and endeavour to
raife the fiege of Albracca, Orianpo InNam. B. I. C. vi.
ix, xi, xiv.

Vou, I1. E Not
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Not that alone—~but take my horfe and thield—
‘To thee whate’er is mine I freely yield ;
- Yet from my fight no rhore thofe charms remove: g5
Thou hear'ft, alas ! but anfwer'ft not my love !
So faying, by the fountain’s fide in hafte
‘He fearch’d around, and oft in hope embrac’d
Her beauteous form, but when his arms would find
The fleeting fair, he clafp’d th’ impaffive wind. 60
Meantime Angelica at diftance pafs’d,
-Till to a {pacious cave fhe came at laft,
“Beneath a mountain hollow’d in the ground,
Where all provifions for her need the found.
In this his life an aged herdfman led, - 63
Who numerous mares beneath the mountain fed :
Along the vales, in paftures green, they play’d,
- By cryftal firéams that through the herbage firay’d :
Around the cave were ftalls, to which they run
T’ avoid the fervour of the mid-day fun. 70
Her dwelling here, unfeen, the virgin chofe,
. Till day declin’d, and thadowy night arefe ;
Then, cheer'd with reft and food, no longer ftay’d,
' But her fair limbs in humble weeds array’d;
Weeds far unmeet for her, who once could boatt 75
" 'The richeft garments wrought with fkilful coft ;
Yet,
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Yet through her lowhr veftments beauty fhin’d,
And grace that fpeke her of no vulgar kind.
Let ancient bards no ldnger tune the verfe,

+ Nezra’s charms or Phyllis to rehearfe; 80
The fweets of Amaryllis to recite,
Or Galatea, lovely in her flight ;
Let Maro's fhepherds ceafe their boafting ftrains,
Since India’s queen without a rival reigns.

Around:the vales the damfel caft a look, 85
And from the grazing mares the faireft took;
For now a fudden thought infpir’d her breaft, -
Alone to travel tow’rds her native eaft.

- Awhile Rogero ftay’d, in hope to view
The royal fair, that from his fight withdrew,  ¢o.
Again return; but, ah! in vain he ftay'd,

Nor reach’d his fond complaints the abfent-maid.
Once more he putpos’d thence to ftegr his courfe,
And turn’d to where he left his winged horfe ;
When there he found, fo ill his fortune fped, g5
The reins wefc broken, and the courfer fled ;

Ver, g6. The reins were broken, and the courfer fled ;] The
poet does nat feem here wholly inattentive to his moral, fince,
in confequence of Rogero’s yielding to the temptation before
him, forgetting his faith to Bradamant, and indulging his
pufuit of unlawful pleafure, he lofes his ring, and flying

horfe.
E:z Lofs
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Lofs heap'd on lofs ! forlorn addd wretched left,
At once of miftrefs and of fteed Bcreft,;
But moft to lofe his wondrous ring he griev’d,
The wondrous ring from Bradamant receiv’d, 108
Which lefs he valued for its fecret power,
Than for her fake whofe hand the token wors.
With heavy heart he brac’d his armour on;

His radiant targe behind his fhoulder thirown ;
He leaves'thé fea, and through the verdant meads,
All penfive; to a fpacious vale proceeds ; 106
Then gakes a path that *midft the foreft leads.
Not far he pafs’d, ere, echoing from the right, -
Where thickeft trees perplex’d the doubtful fight,
Adreadful clafh of arms he hears ; he flies, 110
And through the gloom two combatants efpies
With fury clos’d : a giant one is feen, .
A knight-the ether, and of fearlefs mien.
This feems te dare the fight with fword and fthield,
And with undaunted fkill maintain the fleld, 115
While oft he fhuns the club’s impen&ing ftroke,
Which, grafp’d with either hand, the giant fhook.
Befide him lies his horfe depriv’d of life;
. ‘nggro ftands fpectator of the firife:
“The knight he favours; but his noble mind 120
_Awaitg to fee how Fortqne’s lot inclin’d,

B In
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In filent gaze: at length a dreadYul blow

The monfter aims to cruth th’ unwary foe:

The club his helmet firikes ; on earth he lies ;

To end his life the cruel giant flies, ) 12§

His helm unclofes, and reveals to fight

What to Roger'o, in the proftrate knight,

Appears the rofeate bloom, the golden-hair, -

And well-known features of the martial fair,

His Bradamant belov’d, that feems to lie 130

A vi¢tim by the giant doom’d to die.

At once the champion darts around his eyes,

And to the fight the towcﬁng foe defies:

But he, who feeks not to renew the fray, o

Takes from the ground his fenfelefs conquer’d prey, |

And in his arms the prize refiftlefs bcér;: 136

So with a wolf the lamb unpity’d fares ;

So the fierce eagle, while he {oars above,

In his ftrong talons gripes the helplefs dove.

T’ affift the virgin, at her feeming need, 140

Rogero follows with impatient fpeed ;

But with fuch fwiftnefs the ftern giant flew,

Rogero fcarce retains him in his view.

While thus (purfuing one, one held in chace)

Thro’ winding ways the favage gloom theytrace, 14§
E3 Wide
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Wide and more wide the lengthening path extends,
Till in a fpacious plain their labour ends,

But here we paufe—the ftory haftes to tell
What chance to great Orlando next befel,
Who to the feas Cymofco’s peft confign’d, 150
No more to be reftor’d, and curfe mankind ;
Yet little this avail’d—th’ infernal foe,
Who fram’d this engine in the fhades below,
To imitate the forky bolt, that rends
The fable clouds, and from the fky defcends; 1 55
With this no lefs could human race deceive,
Than with the fruit of old th’ unhappy Eve:
He, in our grandfires’ time, to fecond birth
Th’ invention drew, to plague the fons of earth :
This many a year cngulph’d in feas was laid, 160,
'Till, taught by him, a forc’rer thence convey’d
‘The peft abhorr’d ; which firft the Germans try’d,
And, by the demon’s aid, to arms apply’d. |

Thence

Ver. 148. But here we paufe — ] Mention is again made of
Rogero in the xiith book, ver. 114, where the enchanted palace
is fully deferibed. '

Ver. 159. T invention drew,— ] The invention of gun-
pewder is afcribed to a chymift, who, as-fome fay, was a monk
of
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Thence Italy and France, and every part

‘Where war extends, has learnt th’ inhuman art. 163
For fame the hollow wombs of brafs they make,
‘Wrought in the fire ; for others iron take :
Capacious fome, and fome of leffer frame,

That from their various authors hold their name,
O wretched foldier! pow your armour bright 170
Forfake, and only gird your fword in fight :

But
of Germany: this man, making experiments with a mixture of
nitre, fulphur, gharcoal, and other inflammatory matter, in which
he chanced to drop a fpark of fire, difcovered fuch effells, as

were foon afterwards applied to new engines of deflruction, called
fire-arms, which were firft made ufe of in the war between the

Venetians and Genoefe, anno 1380. M st - Chaneas uas

Ver. 170. O/ wretched foldier ! — ] This apoftrophe of the
poet, and likewift the fpeech of Orlando in the ixth book, on the
fame occafion, are in the true fpirit of chivalry, and may remind
the reader of part of Don Quixote’s oration on arms and letters,
‘where {peaking of the invention of guns, he inveighs, almoft in
the words of our author, againft the ufe of fuch weapons.

“ A bleffing on thofe happy ages that were ftrangers to the
dreadful fury of thefe devilith inftruments of artillery, whofe inven-
tor, I verily believe, is now in helly recerving the roward of his dia-
bolical imvention; by means of which it is in the power of a
cowardly and bafe hand to take away the life of the braveft
knight, and to.which is owing, that without knowing how or
from whence, in the midft of that refolution and braver » which
jnflames and animates gallant fpirits, comes a chance ball, fhot
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But this dread weapon on your fhoulders bear,

Or never hope the victor’s wreaths to fhare.

How could’ft thou, curft invention! ever find
Reception in the brave, the generous mind? 175
By thee the glorious war is turn’d to fhame,

By thee the trade of arms has loft its fame !

By thee, no more fhall gallantry or might

Auvail the warrior in the field of fight.

By thee fo many lords and knights are flain, 180
By thee fuch numbers yet muft prefs the plain,
Before the war fhall ceafe, whofe rage has torn’

The world, but caus’d Italia moft to mouzrn.
Accurft be he, who firft this mifchief bred!

Heaven, fure, on him its deepeft wrath has thed, °
And doom’d his wretched foul to endlefs woe, 186
Near impious Judas in the realms below !

off by one, who perhaps fled and was frighted at the very ﬂaﬂx
of the pan, and in an inftant puts an end to the life of him who
deferved to have lived for many agesi and therefore when [
confider this, I could almoft fay I repent of having undertaken
this profeffion of knight-errantry, in fo deteftable an age as this
in which we live; for though na danger can daunt me, flill it
gives me fome concern to think, that powder and lead may
chance ta deprive me of the opportunity of becoming famous
and renowned, by the valour of my arm and the edge of my
fword, over the face of the whole earth.”

Jarvis’ Don QuixoTr, Vol. I B. iv. C. xi.
But
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But let us to the knight, who fecks the fhore,
Each dreadful day befinear’d with female gore.
Againft Orlando now the wind prevails ; 199
Now on the poop it blows in gentle gales;

And now by turns a fudden calm fucceeds ;-
‘That little on her courfe the veffel {peeds.

For Heaven’s high will forbade the crew to land
Before th’ Hibernian king had reach’d the ftrand, -
To forward that event, which fince befel, 196
And which, in order due, the mufe fhall tell.

Now near the ceaft the prow the billows broke,
When thus Orlando to his pilot fpoke:

Hafte! launch the boat, and here the fhip detain,
‘While to yon rock I haften through the main: 201
The largeft cable to my hand confign ;
" “The largeft anchor to the cable join ;

And mark my purpofe, when in dangerous fight,

I dare with yonder monfter prove my might. 203
This faid ; with anchor and with cable ftow’d,
The boat they launch’d amid the dafhing flood : |

Then all his arms, except his fword, he leaves,

And tow’rds the rock, alone, the billows cleaves: .
C{lofc to his breaft he draws the fturdy oars, ' :ubs
And turns his back upon the deftin’d fhores.

Aurora
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Aurora now had rais’d her radiant head,

And to the fun her golden trefles fpread ;

Half feen above the waves, and half conceal’d,

To old Tithonus' jealous eyes reveal’d ; 218

When to the barren rock approach’d fo nigh,

As from the vigorous hand a ftone might fly;

He heard, and yet he {carcely feem’d to hear,

A tender, plaintive voice affault his ear:

Sudden he viewd againft the rock’s fteep fide 220

A lovely dame in cruel fetters ty’d :

Naked fhe ftands above the briny wave,

While her fair feet intruding v;raters lave,

He fees, but vainly ftrives from far to tface

The dawncaft features of her bafhful face; 22§

Then plies for nearer view his eager oar —

When, hark! the feas, the woods, the c'avcrns

raar!

The billows fwell ; and, from the depths below,

In open view appears his monftrous foe.

As from the humid vale black clouds afcend, 230

‘When gathering ftorms their pregnant wombs dif-

"~ tend;

Sa through the liquid brine the monfter prefs’d

With furiqus courfe; beneath his hidequs. breaft
- | Vex’d
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Vex'd ocean groaps—Orlando, void of fear,
Nor chang’d his calour, nor his wonted cheer: 23¢ "
Firm in himfelf, to guard the weeping maid,
'And her dire foe with powerful arm invade,
Between the land and orc his courfe he ply’d,
But kept undrawn the falchion at his fide,
Soon as the monfter, that to fhore purfu’d 240
His deathful way, the boat and champion view’d,
He op’d his greedy throat that might enhume
A hgrfe and horfeman in its living tomb !
Near and more near Orlando dauntlefs rows,
‘Then in his mouth the ponderous anchor throws,
Whofe width forbids the horrid jaws to clofe. 246}
So mingrs, while they urge their darkling toil,
With heedful prop fupport the crumbling foil,

Ver. 233, e beneath bis hideous breaft

Vex'd ocean groans—] Thus Ovid,

Infonuit : venienfque immenfo bellua ponto

Eminet, et latum fub pectore pofidet mquor.
Metam. Lib. IV. v. 687.
Concerning this battle between Orlando and the orc, though
fome part muft be acknowledged to be highly extravagant, and
bordering upon the ludicrous, particularly the manner’in which
the knight gives him his death’s wounds, yet, in general, the de-
feription is undoubtedly worked up with great ftrength of imagi-

pation.

~ His
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His teeth fecur’d, Orlando with a bound

Leap’d in the yawning gulph ; and whirling round
His trenchant blade, the dark retreat explor’d, 2 st -
And with repeated wounds the monfter gor’d.
‘What city longer can defence maintain,

‘Whofe foes within the walls an entrance gain ?
Mad with the pain, he rifes o’er the tides, 255
And thews his jointed back and fcaly fides;

‘Then downward plunging in the bottom laves,
And throws the troubled fands above the waves.
"The Paladin, who felt the ruthing ftreams,

Forfook the orc, and oar’d with nervous limbs 260
The billowy brine, while in his hand he bore

The anchor’s cable till he reach’d the thore :

‘There firmly fix’d, upon the rock he ftood, -

And ftrain’d each nerve, while ftruggling through the
* flood )
The montfter follow’d, by that arm compell’d 265

Whofe Iirengtb the ftrength of mortal man excell’d,

As when a bull at unawares has found

With ftraiten’d cords his horns chcompafs’d round,

“Fu.rious he leaps, he bounds from fide to fide, ’

The haulfers all his fruitlefs pains deride : 270

So far'd the orc, while from his mouth he fhed

A tide, that dyes the ocean ftill with.red;
’ Lafh’d
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Lafh’d by his tail with many a founding blow,
The parting {ea reveals th’ abyfs below : ,
Now dafh’d aloft the briny waves are thrown, 274
Pollute the day, and blot the golden fun. )
The neighbouring forefts, and the mountains Hoar,
The winding rocks rebellow to the roar.
Rous’d at the tumult, from his peaﬂy bed, .

" Old Proteus o'er the waters rais’d his head : 280
Soon as his eyes beheld fo ftrange a fight

Between the monfter and the Chriftian knight,

He left his flock and urg’d his fearful flight.

Ev’n Neptune on his car (fuch terror fpread) -
With dolphins rein’d to ZAthiopia fled. - 28§
Ino, whofe breaft her Melicerta. bears ;

The fea-green fifters, with difhevell’d hairs;
‘Glaucus-and Triton; all the watery tfain,

In diverfe parts, fly fcatter’d o’er the main.
Anglantes’ warrior now, the copflict o’er, 290’
Had drawn the dreadful montter to the fhore; '
Which fcarce he reach’d, when fpent with toil, ap@‘
»  {pread : ' ‘
Along the fand, his fhapgléfs bulk lay dead.

Soan fwarming o’er the coaft the ifland crew 284
Came haftening down the wondrous fight to view §_‘

4. , Aod
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And loudly cry’d, that mighty Ptoteus’ rage

'Would once again his favage herds engage

T'o wafte the land, unlefs with htimble prayer

They mov’d the God, themfelves and race to fpare ;

And, as an offering for his monfter flain, 300
* They whelm’d th’ offending champion in the main.

As fpreads from torch to torch th’ ificreafing light,

il all ‘the region with the blaze is bright :

So through the madding vulgar fwiftly fan

The fierce contagion, Eaught from man to man. 304

One takes a {ling, a bow another takes;

‘This draws a fword, and that a javelin fhakes. .

T'hey fhout, they run, they cumber all the ftrand,.

And clofe him far and near on every hand.

- The generous Paladin furpris’d beheld 310
Th* ungtateful throng with hoftile thoughts im-
pell’d: Co

.

Inftead of meeting fame and high-regard,
He fees them thus his valiant deeds reward.
But as a bear, for public paftime bred,
In Ruffia or in Lithuania led, ‘ 315
Contemns the yelping cur ; with like difdain
'Orlando near beholds the daftard train,
Againft him leagu’d, with ftupid anger wield
Their idle weapons to difpute the field. -
’ 9 Soog
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Soon Durindana from the fheath he drew, 320

And *midft his foes with noble fury flew,

Who hop'd with eafe t’ opprefs a fingle knight,

Ner fenc’d with thield, nor cas’d in armour bright.

They little deem’d his fkin from head to heel,

Like adamant, could no impreffion feel : 325

But while himfelf fecure unwounded ftood,

He dy’d his weapon in th’ affailants’ blood.

At ten fierce ftrokes, beneath his conquering hand

Full thirty fell, and foon he clear’d the ftrand.

While thus th’ unequal ftrife the knight maintain’d,

Hibernia’s troops the fatal ifland gain’d, - 33

And difembark’d where none t’ oppofe they view’d ;

A dreadful flaughter through the land enfu’d:

Juftice their plea to veil the foldier’s rage, ‘

All pity loft, they fpar’d nor fex nor age! . 335

,T}_le wretched natives here were feen but few,

And thefe nor difcipline nor order knew:

Their goods were pillag’d by the Irith train,

"The houfes fet on fire, the peaple flain: v

Thewalls were raz'd, and fcarce remain’d behind. 349

A man alive of this devoted kind.
Orlando haftens now the dame to ffew,

Prepar’d for death befide the roaring fea:

: Near
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Near and more near he draws, and thinks he {pies
Features but late familiar to his eyes ; 343
Lot imég’d to his thought Olympia’s face,

She, moft unhappy of the female race

By man betray’d — Olympia born te prove

"The woes and changes of ungrateful love.

*Twas her, whom Fortune gave the pirate band 3 50
Their lovely vitim on Ebuda’s ftrand.

Full well the damfel knew th’ approaching knight,
But from his look the turn’d her bafhful fight 3on
Confus’d and mute the hung her drooping hga.cf,
While burning bluthes on her cheeks were fpread.
« Thewarrior then enquir’d what envious power 356
Had led her ftep to that inhuman fhore, .
From where he left her crown’d with joy and ‘peace,

Partaking with her confort every blifs ?

Alas ! I kiow not (fhe began to fay) 360
If for my life I grateful thanks fhould pay,

Or rather mourn the day again muft clofe,

And not behold a period to my woes :

“My-grateful thanks for thefé poor limbs I owe,

Sav’d from the jaws of my unnatural foe: ' = 365
But little I'rejoice that ftill I live,
Since-death alone to me can comfort give:

| Then

N
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Then let thy hand, in pity to my grief,

* With welcome death afford the fole relief,

She faid ; and fobbing deep her forrows fpoke, 370

How her falfe lord his faith and honour broke,

To leave her fleeping on the defert fhore,

Whence to the fhip their prey the pirates bare.

While this fhe told, the turn’d, and bluthing thow’d

A form like Dian, pictur'd in the flood 375

With naked beauties, when incens’d fhe threw

On rath A@=zon’s brows the fprinkling dew.
Orlando pacing on the fhelly ftrand,

Awaits his fhip to anchor near the land;

That thence with veftures he may clothe the dame :

While this his thought employ’d, Oberto came, 381

Hibernia’s king, who heard the montter flain

There lay extended by the dathing main ;

That, fwimming thro’ the feas, a knight unknown

Had in his jaws a ponderous anchor thrown, 38§

And drawn him to the béach, as barks, fecur’d

With twifted cables, on the ground are moor’d.
Now tow’rds the fhore, to learn the truth, in hafte

Oberto came ; meanwhile the land to wafte,

Ver. 381. = Oberto came ;] Oberto, king of Ireland, men«
tioned in the ninth book to have collefted a force to invade the
ifland of Ebuda,

Vou, II, - F His
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His foldiers, unreftrain’d, their-rage employ’d, 390

And towns and men with fire and fword deftroy’d.
Soon as th’ Hibernian king‘Orlando view’d,
Tho drench’d with water and deform’d with blood, -

(With blood which from the monfter’s throat he

drew)

By every look the Paladin he knew. 39§

When firft the deed he heard, his noble mind
The glorious author from the deed divin’d.
Him well he knew, with him in Gallia bred,
At Charles’ high court his infant years were led,

Which late he left to feek his native land, 400

(His father dead) the fceptre to command.

Oft had he feen the knight, and eft before |

With him in converfe paft the focial hour.
His helmet rais’d, he ran with eager pace -

To hold Orlando in a warm embrace ; 408

Nor lefs Orlando felt, the king to view,
And round his neck his friendly arms he th;e_w. _
Orlando to Oberto then difplay’d

The cruel fufferings of the fair betray’d ;
From falfe Bireno doom’d her wrongs to mourn, 410
From whom the leaft deferv’d fuch bafe return.
‘What proofs Bireno of her love could boaft ;
For him her kindred flain, her country loft;

: For
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The king, already by her quarrel fird, . 310
In zeal exceeded what the earl requird :

A league with England and with Scotland made,

- He rais’d a_force the traitor to invade ;

Drove him, an outcaft, from the Belgic fhore, -
And next in Friza ruin’d all his power ; 51§
He rous’d his native Zealand tp rebel,

Nor ceas’d, till in the war Bireno fell :

He fell ; yei fcarce his wretched life could prove .
A forfeit equal to his breach of love. /
Olympia foon Oberto’s bride is feen, 52Q
A countefs late, and now a powerful queen.

"But let us to Orlando turn the ftrain ;
Who, failing night and day, divides the main,
Till in the port agaiq his veflel ri}l/cs, - _
The port from which he firft had plough’d the tides :
He leaps on thore, and Brigliadoro takes ; 526
All arm’d he mounts, and wind and fea forfakes.

. Ere winter’s months in due fucceffion roll’d,

Full many an a&ion worthy to be told

" Theknight atchiev’d ; but blame not here the bard,
If worth conceal’d thould pafs without regard : 531

Ver. 521.— a powerfid queen. ] The poet fpeaks no more of

‘Ohberto and Olympia in the courfe of this‘vv'ork.

F 4 ‘  Far
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Far readier was the Paladin to court

From deeds true glory, than thofe deeds report s
And never yet, without fome witnefs neéar,

His great exploits had reach’d the general ear. 535

But when the fun with circling ceurfe attain’d
"Fhe prudent beaft, that Phryxus once fuftain’d
Through narrow feas, and to our joyous {phere
His beams diffus’d renew’d the laughing year;
“When gentle Zephyrus with genial wing §40
Return’d to lead again the blofflom’d fpring ;
Thén'with the rifing flowers, and budding green,
Orlando’s matchlefs famc again was feen. |

On hill, on plain, on champaign, field, and fhore,
A tedious traét of land he journies o’er : 545
When entering now a foreft’s gloomy thade,
Diftrefsful cries his ftartled ears invade :

Ver. §537. — that Phryxus once fuflain’d] The fable re-
lates that Phryxus, and Helle his fifter, flying to efcape the
perfecutions of their ftep-dame, by the advice of Juno mount-
ed upon 2 ram, the flcece of which was gold, and attempted
to crofs a narrow -arm of the fea: Helle fell into the water,
which was afterwards called the Hellefpont; but Phryxus

arrived fafe at the court of Aetes king of the Colchians, and
there, in gratitude for his fafety, facriﬁcgd the ram, which

* . was placed among the figns of the zodiac. The golden fleece

remained in poﬂ'cﬁion of Aletes, and was afterwards won by
Jafon. ' '
He
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He grafps his fword, he fpurs his fiery fteed,

And to the found impels his eager fpeed.

~ But till fome future time I here fufpend 530
The caufe to tell, if you the tale attend.

END O®Fr THE EXLEVENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

. ORLANDO, deceived by the hkcnefs of Angelica, is drawn to thc
enchanted caftle of Atlantes. Angelica arrives at the fame
place, .where fhe finds Orlando, Sacripant,.Ferrau, Gradaflo,
and nranty other knights. By the virtue of her ring fhe delivers
Orlando, Sacripant, and Ferrau from the power of the magician.
Battle between Orlando and Ferrau. Angelica leaves the com-
batants, and Sacripant departs in fearch of her. The battle
being ftopped between Orlando and Ferrau, they feparate,  Or-
lando meets two bands of Pagans, which he defeats: he then
-continues his purfuxt of Angehca, and ﬁnds 2 damfel dcta.med
..muczweofmdaws.. L Ve
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HEN Ceres from maternal Ida flew, .
¥ And fwiftly to th’ accuftom’d v:alc ._With-
drew, '
Where thunder-ftruck Enceladus remains,
‘Who burnjng ZAtna on his limbs fuftains, _
And there n;)-more her Proferpine beheld, . g
Sequefter’d late in Enna’s flowery field ;-
With griéf fhe rav’d, and, frantic with defpair,
Her bofom beat, and tore her golden hair:.
Two pines fhe lighted then at Vulcan’s fire, |
And bade the kindled torches ne’er expire : 19
Thefe, feated in her c:ir, the goddefs took, = /
(Two fcaly dragons harnefs’d to her yoke) |
. Then:
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Then fearch’d the fields, the mountains, plains, and
woods,

The vales, the ftreams, the torrents, and the floods;

Till having circled earth and ocean round, 15

She funk beneath, and reach’d the Stygian found.

_ If good Orlando power in love could claim
But.equal to the Eleufinian dame, |
No region would efcape his piercing fight,

Nor lands, nor feas, nor fhades of endlefs night : 20-
But fince forbid to guidc thro’ viewlefs air

His flying fnakes, with unremitting care,

As far as man could feek, he fought the fair.
France has he fearch’d ; and next, with ceafelefs toil,
Would range the German and Italian foil ; 25
The new and old Caftile he means t’ explore,

“Then crofs the Spanith main to Lybia’s fhore. -
Such thoughts revolving in his anxious breaft,

He feem’d to hear the cries of one diftrefs’d :

He fpurr’d his fteed, and foon before him fpy’d 30
A knight upon a ftrong-limb’d courfer ride;

Ver. 18. — the Eleufinian dame,] The ancient poets often gave
titles to their deities, d:rived from the feveral places where they
were worthipped. Ceres is here called the Eleufinian dame,
becayfe in Eleufis, a city of the Athenians, her name was held in
great veneration,

Whe -
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"Who bore By' fdrcc_acrofs' his faddle-bow

A femal€ form, with ever}" mark of woe :

She ftruggled in his arms, the wept, the pray’d

And call’d Anglante’s valiant prince to aid. 3 5'
Now on the damé Orlando bent his view, -

And well the features of her face he knew:

At leaft it feem’d Angelica the fair,

Whom long he fought with uhavai]ing care.

When he, in femblance of a maid diftrefs’d, 40
Beheld her image that his foul poffefs'd - '
Thus borne away,—fire flathing from his eyes,

He call’d the knight with loud and threatening cries;

He call'd aloud, and thundering on his fteed, ‘

Let loofe the reins to Brigliadoro’s fpeed. 45

The felon nought reply’d, nor deign'd to ftay,

But all intent upon his lovely prey,

Through the thick foreft held fo fwift a pace,

The wind had lagg’d behind him in the race.

Thus flying, one purfuing, one purfu’d, - 50

While fhrill complainings echo’d thro’ the wood,

. “They reach’d a mead, where in the midft appear’d

A ftately pile, with various marble re#r’d.

Here pafs’d the ftranger through the golden abor,

Who in his arms the feeming virgin bore, - (13
7 ~  And
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And foon the entrance Brigliadoro gain’d,

That fierce Orlando on his back fuftain’d :

Orlando, entering, caft his eyes around,

And neither knight nor damfel more .was found.
With fury fir'd, alighting from his fteed, 6a

He ruthes thro’ the dome with reftlefs fpeed ;

Now here, now there, his ftep impatient bends,

Till, all below explor’d, the carl afcends

The winding ftairs, and round, with equal pain,

Each gallery, hall, and chamber views in vain, 6§

Of filk and gold he fees each coftly bed,

Rich figur'’d hangings o’er the walls are fpread,

And, for the floor, the feet on tap’ftry tread.

Above, below, unweary’d feeks the knight,

Yet finds not what alone can glad his fight; 70

Nor fees Angelica, nor him efpies

- 'Who fnatch’d her beauties from his longing eyes.
While thus intent he rov’d the palace round,

Ferrau and king Gradaflo here he found:

Ver, 74. Ferrau—~] We have not heard of this knight
fince Book i. ver. 223, where he fees the ghoft of Argalia.

Ibid. — king Gradaffo—] Gradaflo was laft mentioned as
one of the prifoners in Atlantes’ caftle, delivered by Bradamant,
Book iv. ver. 283.

5 King
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King Sacripant and Brandimart he view'd, 78
With various warriors, who like him purfu’d
A fruitlefs fearch, and of the wrongs complain’d
They from the mafter of the dome fuftain’d;

Who ftill, himfelf unfeen, their fight abus'd,

‘Whom each of fome difcourteous theft accus’d.” 80

One for his courfer ftol’n with anger burn’d;

Another for his ravifh’d miftrefs mourn’d ;

From varidus caufes others there remain’d;

And many knights were weeks and months detain’d.
Still fearch’d Orlando round ; and oft he cry’d:

My cares, perchance, are all in vain apply’d 86

For him who by fome fecret gate withdrew,

And, diftant now, defies me to purfue

The virgin fair

Debating thus, with fpeed
He left the dome, and travers’d o’er the mead, go
Still gazing round with downcatft look to trace
What tracks of feet had lately mark’d the place.

A voice he heard, that call’d Orlando’s name;
He look’d, and thought he view’d his much-lov’d

dame;

Ver. 75. King Sacripant—] The laft we heard of this knight
was when he was left by Rinaldo, after their.duel for Angelica,
Book:ii. ver. 136,

“Vou. H. . . G That
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That much-lov’d dame, whofe beauty’s power fo
chang’d 95

His manly heart, and every thought eftrang’d.
High at a window ftood the feeming maid,
And thus, in moving words, implar’d his aid :
Ah! help!—1 give to thy proteéting care
My honour, dearer than the vital air! 100
Shall this vile ravither his will purfue
Unpunifh’d, in my dear Orlando’s view ?
Ah'! rather let thy fword prevent my fhame,
And fave by timely death my virgin fame.

Thefe words, repeated oft in mournful ftrain, 104
Impell’d the knight with frequent fteps again
T’ explore the dome, by turns with anger fir'd,
By turns with vain, yet pleafing hope infpir'd.
Anon he ftopp’d, anon he feem’d to hear
The well-known accents breaking on his ear. 110
‘While thus he liften’d, though th’ implofing dame
Appear’d net far his needful aid to claim,
He knew not whence the founds diftrefsful came.

But turn we to Rogero; who pﬁrfu’d
The maid and giant through the fhady wood; 115
Whence to a fpacious mead his courfe he bore:
(The place to which Orlando came before)
- | Within
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Within the gate the towering giant pafs’d,
Him clofe behind Rogero prefs’d as faft ;
The portal entering (wondrous to the knight) 120
The maid and giant vanifh’d from his fight.
In every part he fought with fruitlefs care, _
And much he marvell’d how his foe could bear
So fudden from his view the captive fair.
Through chambers, halls, and rich faloons he went,
Then fearch’d beneath the winding ftairs afcent : 126
At length he turn’d him to the neigbouring wood,
In hope—but foon a voice his fteps purfu’'d ;
A voice, that late Anglante’s knight appall’d,
And now Rogero to the dome recall’d. 130
The form and fpeech illufive that deceiv’d
Orlando, for Angelica believ’d,
To good Rogero feem’d the Dordon dame,
Whofe virgin charms his amorous heart inflame.

"This ftrange device, the like unknown before, 134
By old Atlantes of Carena’s lore _
Was fram’d, to keep Rogero fafe from war,
Till paft the influence of his evil ftar
That menac’d early death; Atlantes’ power
For this had rais’d the fieel-embattled tower ; 140
For this had try’d Alcina’s guileful chain,
In love the youthful champion to detain.

G2 . Not
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Not him alone, but all whofe martial fame

For valorous deeds had fpread thro® France their

! name,

~Atlantes here confin’d in magic thrall, 14§

Left by their hands the much-lov’d youth fhould fall ;

"And all provifions due prepar'd fo well, |

That knights and dames might ‘here with pleafure
dwell, -

. Now to Angelica the tale we bend,
Whofe finger wore the ring that could defend 150
From deepeft fpells, that, in her mouth convey’d,
. Conceal’d her perfon like a viewlefs fhade.
The virgin in the cave her limbs attir’d,
And found fuch food as Nature’s wants requir’d :

Ver. 146. Lef? by their hands— ] It may appear very
extraordinary, that Atlantes fhould bring together in one place
‘with Rogero the knights, from fome of whom he feared
the prophecy might be fulfilled, that threatened the young
warrior’s life: the commentators have obferved, that during
their abode in this enchanted dwelling, the knights were
totally unknown to each other, and that confequently Ro-
gero was in no danger from any national hoftility ; and that
every perfon, being engaged by the fpell, on his own parti-
cular lofs, khad no leifure to attend to Rogero, who therefore
continues perfeitly fafe : but furely it.is difficult to un-
-derftand how his fafety is more fecured by this device of
Atlantes,

A mare

[
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A mare fhe fingled from the grazing train, 155,

Refolv’d to view her native feats again,

Fair India’s realms—and gladly would fhe take

King Sacripant, or brave Orlando make

Guide of her way; though neither knight fhe priz’d,

But both their amorous fuits alike defpis’d. 160

Yet bending eaftward her adventurous courfe,

By towns and caftles girt with hoftile force,

Some guard fthe wifh’d, that danger could defy ;

And well their valour might her want fupply : -

Them long in cities, towns, and woods fhefought, 165 -

Till chance at length the wandering virgin brought,

Where Sacripant and where Orlando bound

By fated fpells; where join’d with thefe fhe found

Gradaffo ftern, Rogero, and Ferrau ;

And many more in abjet ftate fhe faw. 17Q
The gate fhe fearlefs pafs’d, to none reyéal’d,

Ev’n from Atlantes by her ring conceal’d.

Orlando here and Sacripant fhe view’d,

Who through the dome their fruitlefs fearch purfu’d.

She knew Atlantes, by her likenefs feign’d, 17§

Orlando and king Sacripant detain’d

With covert wiles; of thefe the long revolv’d

The doubtful choice, and fcarce at length refolv’d

S Gz On
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On whom to fix, but ftood in deep fufpenfe,
Between Orlando and Circaffia’s prince. 180
" Full well the knew Orlando’s dauntlefs might
Could beft defend her in the day of fight;

But knew not how hereafter to difplace

A lover thus exalted in her grace,

When, danger paft, fhe meant ¢’ abridge his power,
Or fend him back, repuls’d, to Gallia’s fhore: 186
But let her raife Circaffia to the fkies,

Again fubmiffive at her foot he lies,

Should fhe command ; and hence each reafon weigh’d
Inclin’d to him the long debating maid; 190

Ver. 183. But knew not how hereafter to difplace] It appears
to me that Angelica was not meant for an amiable charadter,
but is rather a natural lively pi¢ture of, and covert fatire on, the
coquetry and levity of many of the fair fex; and I believe every
reader will confefs, through all the courfe of the adventures, or
even in any misfortunes which befall her, that fhe never takes
hold of the heart like Bradamant, Flordelis, Ifabella, and others,
evidently drawn by ‘the poet for models of female excellence.
An ingenious friend, to whofe kindnefs I have been before in-
debted, obferves on this paffage, that Ariofto delineates moft
exquifitely the charalters of virtuous women ; that no author can
boaft of two more admirable than Flordelis and Ifabella, the
like of which are not to be met with in the writings of antiquity,
where indeed we fee heroines in all the fternnefs of rigid virtue,
but totally deftitute of thofe companionable graces, that add fuch -
luftre to a female charaer,

Then
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Then fudden from her mouth the ring fhe took,
And, lo! the mift king Sacripant forfook :

But while fhe meant from Sacripant to draw

Th’ obfcuring veil, Orlando and Ferrau

She near him view’d, who both had long explor’d 195
"The magic roof for her their fouls ador’d.

Around the princefs throng’d th’ impatient three,
No more deny’d their lov’d-one’s charms to fee.
‘Two warriors on their brealt the cuirafs wore,

All arm’d in proof, their heads the helmet bore: 200

Nor night, norday, they caft afide their arms,

Since firft they reach’d this featof magic charms;

Nor feem’d, by ufe inur’d, their limbs to feel

The weighty preffure of encumbering fteel.

The third, Ferrau, in radiant mail was cas’d, 203

But o’er his brows no temper’d helmet lac’d:

All helmets he renounc’d, till that he gain’d

"Which once Orlanda’s valorous arm obtain’d

From great Almontes ; {uch the oath he took,

When for Argalia’s cafque he fearch’d the brook. 210

Now ftood Anglante’s champion at his fide,

Nor him to battle yet Ferrau defy’d :

For neither (fuch th’ illufions of the place)

While there detain’d, could in his mind retrace

The leaft refemblance of another’s face. - 21§
G4 Here
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Here night and day the ponderous mail they wore,
And conftant on their arm the buckler bore
In ftalls at hand their harnefs’d courfers ftood, -

By plenteous ;nangcrs heap’d with generous food. .

No longer could Atlantes’ baffled power . 220
Detain the champions captive in his tower;
Who, lightly leaping on their fteeds, withdrew,
In hafte the rofy damfel to purfue, |
The black-ey’d virgin, bright with golden hair,
Who now to flight impell’d her gentle mare: 22§
- Difpleas’d the knights fhe view’d, nor with’d to prove
At once three rival-fuitors for her love,
‘When thefe {o far were led, fhe fear’d no more .
Th’ enchanter’s arts could work their baleful power;
The ring, in danger ever prov’'d her fhield, 230
‘The fair between her rub}; lips conceal’d ;
. That done, fhe vanifh’d from their longing fight,
And mute with wonder left each gazing knight.
~ The wayward damfel who {o late defign’d
Orlando or king Sacripant to find, ° 235
Now, fudden chang’d, far other thoughts purfu’d,
~ And both the chiefs alike difdainful view’d,
Refolv’d to neither’s arm that aid to owe,
Which, in their ftead, her ring might well beftow.

Meantime
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Meantime the lovers, who deluded ftood 240
On either fide amid the gloomy wood,

Alternate gaz’d : like hounds that lofe the trace
Of hare or fox, which long they held in chace.
Herfelf invifible, the fcornful maid :
With fecret {miles their baffled plight furvey’d. 245
One only path amid the foreft led,

That feem’d to point the way by which fhe fled.
Orlando and Ferrau with eager fpeed

The fearch purfu’d, and Sacripant his fteed

As fwiftly fpurr’d, while left behind, the dame 250
Her bridle check’d, and foftly pacing came.

But, branchihg now in tangled brakes, was loft
The winding way, that through the woodland croft :
With heedful eyes the champions fought around
What track of horfes’ feet had mark’d the ground :
Ferrau, of kings the proudeft *midft the proud, 256
Thus, turning tow’rds the two, exclaim’d aloud :
Say—whither would ye gof—your courfe refrain—
Unlefs you breathlefs mean to prefs the plain.
Think not in.love a rival will I view, 260
Or let.another her I love purfue.

Then to Circaffia’s king Orlando fpoke:
Who dares our wrath unpunifh’d thus provoke, )
Muft
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Muft deem us, fure, a vile and abje&t pair,

More fit the diftaff than the lance to bear. 265

Thou wretch ! (indignant, to Ferrau he faid)

But that I view no helm defends thy head,

This arm fhould teach thee to repent the wrong,

And curfe th’ ungovern’d licenfe of thy tongue.
To whom the Pagan—I.o! [ ftand prepar’d, 270

Nor think my head defencelefs I regard :

Tho’ here without a helm, I truft full well

‘This hand your force united can repel.

Then thus Orlando Sacripant addrefs’d :

Lend him awhile your helm at my requeft, . 275

Till with this weapon I chaftife in fight -

Th’ unequall’d folly of yon boafting knight.

Great were my weaknefs then (the monarch cry’d) ;

But if thou feek’ft to have his wants fupply’d,

Thy own beftow—nor deem me lefs prepar’d 280

Than thou, to give a fool his juft reward.

Ferrau rejoin’d—Infenfate both'! for know,

Did I a helmet feek to meet the foe,

Yourfelves had prov’d my prowefs ta your coft,

And each had now his cafque in combat loft. 285

Bare-headed thus, and bound by folemn vows,

Learn, never covering muft furround my brows
But
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But what Orlando weirs, the glorious prize
I feek to gain—With fmiles the earl replies :
Wilt thou fecure, with head defencelefs, dare 290
Afil the Paladin in equal war,
To win from him fuch honour as he won
In Afpramont from Agolantes’ fon ?
I rather deem his near approach would make
From head to foot thy frame with terror fhake; 294
Make thee the helmet’s boafted claim forego,
To yield thyfelf and weapons to the foe.

To whom the Spanifth boafter thus reply’d:
Full oft this arm Orlando’s force has try’d];
When I at pleafure, not his helm alone, 300
But all his armour might have made my own;
Then little priz’d—though now I feek to gain
The temper’d helm, and truft fhall foon obtain.
His patience loft, enrag’d Orlando cries:
Thou infidel | artificer of lyes ! 308
When was the time, and where the fatal ground
On which thy arms o’er mine th’ advantage found ?
Behold that champion (little thought fo near)
Behold in me the Paladin is here !
Prove if thy force can make this helmet thine, 310
Or this right hand thy fhicld and armour mine ;

Nor
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- Nor feek I any vantage.—Thus he faid,

" And, fwift the cafque unlacing from his head,
He hung it on a tree in open view,
And Durindana from the fcabbard drew. 315
No lefs Ferrau was feen his fword to wield,
While o’er his head he rais’d the fencing fhield :
They rein their fteeds, they ftrike, they ward by turns;
Their fury kindles as the combat burns.
Where beft their force can plate or joint invade, 320
They fpeed the thruft, or whirl the beamy blade.
Not all the world a fearlefs knight can thow
Like each of thefe to meet a fearlefs foe.
For courage both, for prowefs both renown’d,
And both alike incapable of wound. 328
Oft have you heard (my lord) that magic art
Secur’d Ferrau in every vital part,

Ver. 312. Nor feek I any yantage.—] Both the poet and
Orlando, and likewife Ferrau before, ver. 271, feem to have
forgot the enchantment, by which each knight was incapable of
being wounded. But one general obfervation will ferve for all
thefe circumftances, whenever they occur ; they are fuch flips
as will be found in every great work ; and to which, though
the reference is rather common, we may always apply the words
of Horace: _

- = aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus.
= fometimes good Homer fleeps,
Save
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‘Save that alone, which firlt the nurture gives
“Whilft in the womb the helplefs infant lives.
‘Not lefs Anglante’s knight, by potent charm, 330
Was kept in cormbat fafe from every harm ’
Of weapon’s edge ; while pervious to the fteel,
His feet beneath the piercing wound could feel :
'But each fecur’d, in every bloody ftrife,
With double plates, the place endangering life. 335
Thus lefs for need than pomp of outward fhow, -
They went in arms array’d againft a foe.

More dreadful grew the war—Ferrau fo well
His weapon aim’d, it ftruck, whene'er it fell, -
"With point or edge: nor lefs at every ftroke 340
Orlando’s fword the mail in fhivers broke.’

- There ftood Angelica, conceal’d from fight,

The fingle witnefs of fo fierce a fight. '

For Sacripant, who deem’d the royal maid

‘Not far remote amid the foreft ftray’d, 345
Soon as Orlando and Ferrau he view'd
Engag’d in ftrife, her fancy’d courfe purfu’d.

Ver. 330. Nut kefs Anglante’s knight,—] He makes Orlgndo
and Ferrau invulnerable, according to the common fable of

Achilles and Cygnus.  See this matter difcufled at large, Book
Xxix. note to ver. 122.

Ver. 347.—bher fancy'd courfe purfud.] Sacripant appears

again, Book xxvii. ver. g2, .
Angelica
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Angelica awhile in equal fcales
The confli¢t fees, where ncither fide prevyails:
At length defire fome new device to prove, ' 350
Incites her thence the helmet to remove,
In harmlefs paftime, meant alone to view
‘What part the rival warriors would purfue,
Then in a fportive mood the cafque fhe took,
And foon the place and combatants forfook, 35§
Unfeen of each, fo eager in their fight:
At length Ferrau, who turn’d afide his fight,
_F irft held his hand, and to Orlando faid,
Lo! how our late companion has betray’d
‘The faith of knights! What prize for us remains, 360
“When he, by fraud, the victor’s meed obtains ?
Then on the tree Orlando bent his view;
The helm he mifs’d, and fierce his anger grew ;
And with Ferrau agreed, that this, in fcorn
Of either’s claim, Circgﬁia thence had borne. 3634
The earl his Brigliadoro through the wood
Impatient urg’d ; as fwift Ferrau purfu’d ; .
Till different tracks of horfes’ feet they found,
Left by the knight and damfel on the ground.
Here to the left his courfe Orlando bore, 370,
The courfe Circaffia’s king had held before ;
' ' Ferrau,
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Ferrau, by chance, more near the mountain ftray’d,

Through late worn traces of the flying maid.
Meantime the virgin to a fountain drew, 374

‘Where verdant bowers, with leaves o’erthading, grew;

Where pilgrims, fhelter’d from the fultry beam,

With draughfs refrefhing from the limpid ftream

Allay’d their thirft: here, fearlefs of furprize,

Angelica (who on her ring relies

In every danger) to the bank defcends, 380

And on a béugh the glittering helm fufpends ;

Then feeks a place where, ty’d at eafe, her beaft

Might crop from flowery meads the verdant feaft.
The Spanifh knight, who clofe purfu’d the dame,

By equal windings to the fountain came, 385

Not unobferv’d, for inftant from his fight

She vanifh’d, and prepar’d her fpeedy flight ;

But vainly ftrove the helmet to regain,

That roll’d to diftance bounded on the plain,

When firft the Pagan prince with raptur’d eyes 39a

Beholds Angelica — he haftes, he flies

To meet the fair-one, who his hope deceives,

As fome light form th’ awaken’d dreamer leaves.

He feeks her round in covert, fhade, and bower,

But feeks in vain — blafpheming every power, 395

2 With
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With Trevigant-and Mahomet, ador’d

By Pagan votaries, as Gods implor'd,

And every name his fect repeats with awe,
The priefts and teachers of his impious law.

Ver. 396. #ith Trevigant and Mabomet, —] The name of
Trevigant is common in the romances of Chivalry, and in the
old Ballads, where Trevxga.nt and Mahound (Mahomet) fre-
quently occur.

So likewife Spenfer :

And oftentimes by Termagaunt and
Mahound {wore.
Fairy Queen, Book vi. C. vii.

“ Termagaunt (or as here called Trevigant) is the name
given in the old romances to the god of the Saracens, in which
he is conftantly linked with Mahound : thus, in the old Legend
of Sir Guy,-

So help me Mahowne of might,
And Termagaunt my god fo bright.

Perhaps Termagaunt had been a name given to fome Saxon
idol ; and our ignorant anceftors, who thought all that did not
receive the Chriftian law were neceffarily Pagans and Idolaters,
. fuppofed the Mahometan creed was in all refpes the fame with
that of their Pagan forefathers, and therefore made no fcruple
to give the ancient name Termagaunt to the god of the Sara-
cens : the French romancers, who had borrowed the word from
us, corrupted it into Tervagaunte : the Italians called it Tre-
v1gante

See RELIQUES of Ancient Poetry, Vol. L p. 76. 3d cdxt.

Now
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Now near the fount again the warrior drew, 400
And, caft on earth, Orlando’s helmet knew,
By charalters that round its edge explain’d
When, and frem whom, the precious prize was .
gain’d ¢ '
While much he griev’d to lofe the lovely maid,
Who unal;parent, like a phantom-fhade, | 408
Efcap’d his fight, he feiz’d with eager hafte,
Aad on his head the long-fought helmet plac’d.
One only wifh remain’d yet unpofieft,
To find his miftre(s, and in love be bieft.
He fearch’d the woods, till every hof)e was loft, 110
Then turn’d to Paris, to the Spani{h hoft:.
But though defponding with a lover’s gncf
His vow fulfili’d afforded. fome rehcf
Since thus the helm he gain’d from great Anjlai-
te’s chief, | )
Soof as thefe tidings to the earl were btought, 214
Long time from land to land Ferrau he fought;
Nor ’céas’d till from his head the prize he drew,
And hxm between two neighbouring bridges flew.
\ Angelica,
Vet 418. #nd him between, 8ic.—] The incident here
mentioned appears nowhere in the Orlando Furiofo; butipro~

bably Ariofto alludes to a ftory in fome popular romance,
R VOLI IIc H faxmha.r
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Angelicd, with fad and penfive look,
Alone, invifible, her journey took : . 420
The helmet loft employ’d her anxious mind,
Which near the fount her hafte had left behind.
My too officious care (exclaim’d the maid)
His trufty head-piece from the earl convey’d :
And is it thus hisv merits I regard, 42§
And claims from me his fervice fuch reward ?
Heaven knows my fecret heart! (though now th'
event '

Has other prov’d) my blamelefs purpafe wént.

" To ftay the .ﬁghtf; but ah! T little thought = -~
To give yon brutal knight the'prize he fought! 430

fapiliar to his Italian readers, . though not known to his
tranflator. . Faufte de Longiana, an Italian commentator,
tels us that Ferrai' was of a gigantic ftature, and came over
with Agramant againft Charlemain, in which war he made
mapy French gobles prifoners, but was afterwards flain by
Orlando. Some fay that he invaded France with twenty
thoufand Saracens, fent by the admiral of Babylon that he
had in himfelf the firength of forty men; ‘and was ftabbed by
Orlando in the navel, in which part only Boyardo and’ Ariofto teli
us that he was vulnerable. We have the teftimony of Marcus
Antonius Sabellicus, a noted writer of the fifteenth century,
that ‘there was a Moorith Spaniard, named Ferrau, a redoubwd
champiga of the age of Charlemain, ;

foo 'Re‘pcntant
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Repentant thus the mourn’d the deed that 1éft
Anglanté’s champion of his heltn bereft ;
And caftward journey’d, now to fight reveal’d,

Now by lier ring from every eye conceal’d ;

‘Through many a region, many:a city pafs’d, 435' ,

Till to a lonely wood arriv'd at lat,

Between two warriors {lain a youth the view’d,

Whofe wounded breaft a crimfon ftream bedew’d.
But here Angelica we leave, and tell

What new adventures many a knight befel 440

Nor of Ferrau nor Sacripant we fing, K

But tune to different themes the various ftring..

Far other tatk demands me to record

The valiant deeds of Brava’s noble lord *;

What long laborious fearch he yet {uftain’d 444

To gain that blefling which he never gain'd. ,

Another cafque the careful hero bought,

(For ftill to keep himfelf unknown he fought)

But nor the metal nor the temper try’d,

His fated fkin the edge of fteel defy’d; 450

* ORLANDO.

Ver. 439. But here Argelica we Lave,—] He returns to An-
gelica in the xixth Book, ver. 122.

Ver. 441. Nor of Fervau nor Saerspant—] Ferrau appears
again in the review of the Pagan army, Book xiv. ver. 111. and
Sacripant is fpoken of, Book ¥vii. ver. g2.

Ha2 Then

H

s UF

Ty

i e .



100 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XII,

Then follow’d her, whofe love he held fo dear,
Through every feafon of the changing year.
As Pheebus from the fields of Ocean drew
His fmooth-hair’d courfers wet with brihy dew ;
What time Aurora ftream’d with ruddy light, * 455
And ftars yet glimmer’d in the rear of night ;
Not far remote from Paris’ regal town,
Orlando gain’d new laurels of renown.
T'wo bands he met; one Manilardo led,
A Pagan reverenc’d for his hoary head, 460
Of Norway king; once gallant in the field,
But better now in arts of council fkill’d.
To lead the other, with-his ftandard came
The king of Tremizen, of mighty fame
In Afric, and Alzirdo was his name. 463
Thefe troops, with all the numerous Pagan hoft,
In towns and -caftles held their winter’s poft;
Some near the walls, which Agramant in vain
Had waited long with powerful fiege to gain ;
- And now refolv’d, in all the dreadful form 470
Of horrid war, at one affault to ftorm.
For this intent he fummon’d every power ;
Not thofe alone that came from Afric’s fhore,
Or thofe by king Marfilius brought from Spain 3
But thofe which France had adde?l to his train: 47§
For
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For late, from Pariy’ walls to Arli’s flood,
He many:a town in Gafcony fubdu’d,

When now, unchain’d from winter’s icy cold,
Within their beds the murmuring currents roli’d; -
‘When the glad meads refum’d their vivid green, 480
And budding leaves to deck the trees were feen ;
Then gave king Agt:amant his wide command,
~To mufter all his forces, band by band:

For this the king of Tremizen in hafte,

And king of Norway, o’er the country pafs’d, 483
To lead their fquadrons, where the army drew

To pafs before their chiefs in juft review.

When now Alzirdo had the earl efpy’d,

Whofe like in arms not all the world fupply’'d;
Whofe limbs and mien heroic from afar 499
Denounc’d defiance, like the Gad of war;
He deem’d him firft of every-martial band,
And rafhly long’d to meet him hand to hand.
Young was Alzirdo, and of lofty pride,
. Of daring courage, and of vigour try'd. 49§
His fociallranks, in evil hour, he left, -
And fpurr’d his fteed, of better fenfe bereft,
At once the foe’s prcvail-ing force to feel,
And fink tranfpierc’d by great Anglante’s fteel.

: H 3 The
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The courfer Aies affrighted o’ersthe plains, oo
No mafter on his back to guide the reins !

. Now rofe a dreadful tumult, when they view'd --
The youth all pale and weltering in his blood :
Seme couch’d their fpcars, and fome their falchion‘s"

drew, ‘
And on the knight with headlong f'ury flew: 50§
While fome with darts and arrows gall’d from far
The Aower of champions' in a miffive war.
As gathering round with hodrfe obﬁreplcrous cry
Appear the fwine, when from fome' cavérn nigh
The wolf or bear to feize their prey defcends, 510
And with fell jaws a bleeding porket rends :
So feem’d. the crew, inflam’d with barbarous fpite, -
And urg’d each other on t* affault the knight.
A thoufand darts, and fpears, and fwords rebound '>
From his broad fhield, or on his cuirafs found 515

One ﬁruck behind hlm w1th a ponderous mace ;
One ftood befide ; one met him face to- face :

But he, who ne’er a thought of fear allow’d,
'With carelefs eye beheld th’ ignoble crowd.

Thus, ieaping. o’er.the fence in nightly folds,. 320
A wolf the number of the fheep beholds.

| His hand was feen the thundering fword to wield, '

By which fuch numerous Pagans prefs’d the field.

"9 . : Hard
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Hard were the tafk, amid the throhg, to tell

‘The warriors that beneath his weapon fell} - 323
A purple torrent all the plain o’erflow’d,

‘That fcarce fuffic’d to bear the ghaftly.load.

No quilted veft, ner fencing éurbani roll’d.

Around the head in many a winding fold,

Nor plated fhield, nor temper’d cafque defends, 530
‘Where Durindana’s trerichant. edge defcends.
Loud groans and cries the dying foldiers yield,
And heads and arms are featter’d o’er the field.
Death ftalks amidft the crimfon ranks of fight,

In various forms, all horrible to fight; . !s535.

Yon weapon in.Orlando’s hand (he cries) |
With my fell fcythe in copious flaughter vies !
" The wounded fiy, nor longer will await

A fecond wound, but fear the ftroke of fate ;

‘While thofe who thought a fingle knight to make Y}

‘Their eafy conqueft, now the plain forfake,. §41
Nor one remains his deareft friend to take.’

+ Regardlefs of the way, with fearful fpeed .

This plies-his feet, that {fpurs his rapid fteed. =
Lo ! Virtue bears her mirror in the field, - - 49 -

Which' every blemifh of the foul reveal’d: -
None look’d therein, except a hoary fire ; -

Age fhysnk his nerves, but could not damp his. fire.

H 4 He
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He faw *twas nobler far in fight to die, :

Than with difhonour turn his back to ly. _  §sa

This fage was Norway’s king, who grafp’d his lance,

And fearlefs met the matchlefs peer of France. ,

Againft the fhield’s round bofs the weapon broke;

Unmov’d the Paladin receiv'd the ftroke.

‘As Manilardo pz;fs’d, Qrlando aim’d. 558

His deadly falchion that like lightning flam’d ;

But Fortune favour’d here the king fo well,

The blade fell flat, yet with fuch fury fell,

The reverend warrior fenfelefs lay for dead, . ‘

And fwooning darknefs o’er his eye-balls fpread. §60,

Orlando lefs him there, and‘eager flew

To chace the remnant of the flying crew,

As birds affrighted wing their airy way,

When the fierce hawk purfues his trembling prey ;

So far'd thefe bands before the Chriftian knight, 56¢

Some maim'd, fome ftain, and fore difpers’din flight,
Orlando now, tho* well the land he knew,

Uncertain where his miftrefs to purfue;

To left, or right, where’er his courfe inclin’d,

On other parts ftill ran his anxious mind ; 570

‘Through woods, through plains, he fought the beau~

teous dame, |
Till pear a mountain’s craggy fteep he came ;
Thence,
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Thence, from a cleft, a ftream of yellow light
Pierc’d the dun thadows of furrounding night."
As in the thelter which-the buthés yield, 87§
Qr ’midit the ftubble of the newtreap’d field,
In break, or dell, th’ unweary’d hunter’s care
Winds the deep mazes of the fearful hare;
So, with a beating heart, by hope betray'd,
The knight, who faw the fudden gleam that play'd
Amidft the trees, the hill explor'd, and found * 581
A fpacious cavern hewn within the ground,
The mouth with brambles fenc’d ; a fafe retreat
For thofe that fix’d in woods their ruftic feat
From human haunts !—the taper’s ray reveal’d 58¢
With glimmering light the cave by day conceal’d.
Orlando, while he mus'd what {avage race
Might there refide, refolv’d ¢ explore the place.
His Brigliadoro firft fecurely ty’d, ‘
He clear’d the branches that acccfs’dcn);'d; 590'
Then in the tomb, that held the living, went
By many fteps, a narrow deep defcent.
T.arge was the cave, but fcarce at noon of day
- The winding mouth receiv'd a feeble ray;
¥et from an opening to the right appear’d 493
A beam of funfhine that thc dwcllmg chear’d o

Hcrc, :
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Here, fidted neiir a blazing hearth, he found,

In budding prime, a tender virgin crown’d

With beauty that might every heart-entice,

And make this gloomy.grot a paradife ; . - 600

Though in her eyes the ftarting tear confels’d

Some hidden anguifh rankling in ker breaft.

With her bir aged beldame feem'd to jar

(As vomen oft are wont) in wordy war :

Bm;whcn Orlando-in their prefence came, & 60§

Fach held her peace : the knight o either dame

F air“grceting gave, as one whofe noble mind

Was ever gentle to.the gemte kind: -

‘Fhey, rifing fudden, his faluterepaid;, ~ © ¢ -

Tho'each at firft appear’d with looks difiniay’d, 614

To hear his voice, and-entering there behold:

A man dif arm’d whofe mien might freeze the bald:
With wonder ﬁlf’;li,:Or'landé fought to know

What favage wretch, to human race-a fee,

Could keep entomb’d in fuch a logely place = 615

The fweet attra@ions af*fuch virgin grace.

Scarce td;the knight the damfel can reply;- -

Her words cut fhort: by many-a heaes: figh,

Which frém her coral lip her griefs exhale,

While fiill fhe frives to fpeak: her woeful tale 620

Tears
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‘Tears ftain her lovely cheek ; as oft we view

The rofe and lily wet with morning dew.

Th’ enfuing book, my lord, the fequel fhows,
For time requires that here the book we clofe,

END OF THE TWELFTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

IsaBELLA relates her ftory to. Qrlando, . who delivess. hex from
the outlaws. - Bradamant lamenting for the abferice of Rogero,

is comforted by Meliffa, and inftructed how fhe may fet him at '

liberty from the caftle of Atlantes. Meliffa, at the requeft of
Bradamant, tells her the names of many illuftrious women that
are to defcend from her race. She then conduds her near the
caftle of Atlantes, and takes leave of her. Agramant prepares
to mufter his forces. '

-
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THIRTEENTH BOOK

ORLANDO ;F.URIL'G;S'O;:

IGHT venturous were the kmghts of old re-
nown’d,
Who in the defert thade, the vales profound,
The gloomy cavern, or the foreft delt, -
Where ferpents, bears, and roaring lions dwell,

Found many a dame of fuch exalted mien, .. 5.
" As rarely now in palaces are feen, AR S

Who, i in their earlieft bloom of charms,m;ght bear 7

The prize from all—<the faireft of the faic. ' 7

- 1 told how to Orlando wasreveal'd: .. ..- .

A tender virgin in a cavé conceal’d; - :. ‘,, IS ¢ 1

. Of whom 'he fought the hidden cauife to ko T
That kept her théfe ; bad now, with heart-fdlt-woe,.
. ‘ She
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- She fpoke her griefs, enforc’d by rﬁany a figh,
And made, in pleafing accents, this reply.

Though, courteous knight, my mournful tale
difclos’d, - 1
To certain punifhment I ftand expos’d,
Since ypndcr woman will my words relate
To him, who holds me in this captive ftate
Yet let it come—what can I frdm His hand A
More grateful than the ftroke of death demand ? 20
Hear firft, that Ifabella’s name I own,
Daughter of him who fills Galicia’s throne ¢
Once was I his—but now, alas! the heir
Of defolation, forrow, and defpair !
From Love I trace the caufe of all my fmart, 2%
From Love that fteals the virgin’s gentle heart.
.Once was I young and beauteous, rich and bleft,
Now poor and low, with fortune’s frowns oppreft.
Yet let me, undifguis’d, fir knight, difclofe
_ The early caufe of all my prefent woes; 30
. And fhould you fail to cure, at leaft my grief
May from’your generous pity find relief.
Twelve months are patt, fince in Bayona’s land
My royal fire a toyrnament ordain’d,
' To
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‘To which, invited by the trump of fame, 35

From various regions various champions came.

But, whether love mifled my partial mind,

Or that his virtues o’er the warrior kind

So brightly blaz’d—Zerbino fingly won

My foul’s dear praife, Zerbino only fon 40
To

Ver. 39. = Zerbino—] “ A Scotch author, Drummond of
Hawthornden, in his hiftory of . Scotland fays, that though
Ariofto did not know him perfonally, he complimented the
virtues of James V. in the charaller of Zerbino. The words
of Drummond are: * Ariofto, who knew him only by fame, in
the perfon of Zerbino glaunceth at his worth :

Zerbin di bellezza e di valore
Sopra tutti i Signori era eminente—
Di virtu eflempio e di bellezza raro—"

He then adds fome verfes from Ronfard, who attended the
queen of James to France. Another Scotch author fays, that
when James V. married the duke of Guife’s daughter, he made
an excurfion from France into Italy, and became acquainted
with Ariofto. James was a moft accomplifhed prince: Latin
wivas, in his time, the favourite ftudy of Scotland; and to the
utmoft gallantry of difpofition he added a fingular love for polite
literature, and was himfelf a poet. Chrift Kirk on the Green,
and fome of his other ballads, contain genuine defcription and
humour®. James died, at the age of thirty-one or two, of grief.

® In the Reliques of Englith Poetry is an old Scotch ballad, intitled The
GaBxxLuNzIE MAN, afcribed by fome to James.

Vo IL I Juft
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To Scotland’s king, whofe knightly feats of arms
My throbbing bofom fill'd with foft alarms.

I lov’d—yet happy feem’d to place my heart
Upon an obje¢t of fuch high defert.

Juft as his army was going to give battle to the Englith, he fent
one Oliver Sinclair, his favourite, with a commiffion appointing
him general ; upon which the whole army yielded themfelves
prifoners of war, without one blow being ftruck : his high fpirit
could not brook this affront, and he expired not many days after
in the fever of indignation.”

For the above note I am indebted to my friend Mr. Mickle,
the exccllent tranflator of Camogns; but, on further examination
of the matter, there appears a great objeftion to the account of
Drummond. James died in the year 1542 or 1543, being then
thirty-one or thirty-two years of age ; fo that when Ariofto pub-
lithed his Furiofo in 1515, James was only five or fix years old :
unlefs we fuppofe that any charaéteriftic compliment was inferted
by the author in the laft edition, which paflage may be cited by
Drummond. The laft edition publifhed in the life of the poet
was in 1532, ‘at which.dme James was about twenty-one years
of age, but had not entered upon public life, being detained in
the power of the earl of Angus. With refpeét to the journey
made by James into Italy, mentioned by the other author, on the
prince’s marriage with the duke of Guife’s daughter, it is certain
this marriage did not take place till about the year 1539, and
that Ariofto died in 1533. Hence we may obferve how little
dependence is to be had on thefe kind of ftories, {o readily adopted
by the partiality of hiftorians, to do honour to a favourite national
charadter,

See Hume’s Hiftory of England, Vel. iv. O&. edit.

Zerbinoy
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Zerbino, every lord my eyes beheld, 45
{n comely form and bravery excell’d.

Not lefs fincere than mine his paffion glow’d ;

And theugh forbid to meet, our fames we vow'd

; By meflage oft, and while we liv’d disjoin’d,

We felt the tendereft union of the mind. . %0

‘Zerbino now, when clos’d the folemn feaft,

"To Scotland’s realm again his courfe addrefs’d.

If e’er your foul the hour of parting knew,

Refle@ what forrow mutt his lofs enfue.

He night and day was prefent to my thought; ¢
While like affe@ion in his bofom wrought,

And bade him every fecret means employ

With my lov’d fight to crown his future joy.

Our different faiths forbade him to require

My hand in marriage of the king'my fire, . 6o
A Pagan I, and he a Chriftian bred,

With open rites he ne’er muft hop‘e to.wed
Galicia’s princefs ; hence his fearlefs mind

To bear me from my native land defign’d.

Oft inr a garden, deck’d with fummer’s pride,” 65 .
Where near the gay parterres a cryftal tide
Meandering roll’d, upon the'banks I.ftood,

And view'd afar the hills and furgy flood.
13 ~ This
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This place t’ effect his bold defign he chofe,

That nothing might our union more oppofe: 7o

To me his fecret thoughts he firft declar’d,

Then, well equipp’d, a rapid bark prepar’d,

By Odorico the Bifcayan’s care,

On fea and land a mafter of the war.

Zerbino, by his aged father fent, 75

With all his powers in aid of Gallia went :

Himfelf forbid to ftay, he left behind

‘This Odorico, and to him confign’d

Th’ important charge; as one he ftill had found

By every aét of love and duty bound : 8o

On whom he deem’d his friendfhip might rely,

If benefits conferr’d could fix the tie.

Now, in my garden, on th’ appointed day,

“Till night I ftay’d, a voluntary prey :

“When Odorico near the city drew, 85

And up the river with his chofen few

Advancing filent, fudden leapt on fhore,

And me in triumph to his galley bore,

Ere yet the tumult had the town alarm’d :

My houfehold train, affrighted and unarm’d, go

Part in the fkirmith fell, while others fled,

And part, furpris’d, with me were captive led.
Joyful
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Till fafe we landed -on the.rocky coaft ;

But with the veffel wreck’d the ctew were loft

And all her freight—my hands to Heaven 1 rais'd,
And for my life preferv'd my Maker prais’d, 126
Who left me not to petifh far from thore,

. And never fee my dear Zerbino more.

Though with the finking fhip remain*d behind
My vefts and jewels, wealth of every kind,
Yet bleft with hopes to find my prince again, 12§
Unmov’d I faw them fwallow’d by the main.
‘Wild was the land, uncultivate and rude,
Nor track of feet, nor roofs of men we view'd ;
Nought but a mountain, tound whofe craggy brow
The loud winds blew, the billows roar’d below. 130
Here cruel Love, that falfe perfidious boy,
Prompt to deceive, and watchful to deftroy,
With fuit difhoneft, by his froward will,
My joy to forrow chang’d, my good to ill.
That friend, in whom his truft Zerbino plac’d, 135
Froze in his faith, and burnt with flames unchafte,
Whether at fea he felt th’ unhallow’d fire,
But durft not then avow his black defire;
Or whether this rethote and lonely place
Infpir’d his bofom with a thought fo bafe; 140
' The
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The traiter now a fecret plan revaly’'d,

T’ accomplifh what his impious foul refolv'd :

And hence of two that fcap’d with us the flood

‘Would one difmifs, a yoﬁth of Scottith blood,

Almonio nam’d, and by Zerbino lov’d, 145

In faith unfully’d, as in arms approv’d : '

Him Odorico: bade to weigh the thame,

Should they to Reochelle’s walls a princely dame

On foot convey ; and begg’d him hence with fpeed

From Rochelle to fupply our prefent need. 150
Alfnonio, fearing nought, his courfe purfu’d,

To where, conceal’d from view beyond the woed,

Six miles remote, the peopled city ftood.

His friend remain’d: to him.the traitor meant

Without difguife t’ unveil his foul intent: 1355

Corebo of Bilboa was his name ; '

Whom QOdorice, nothing aw’d by fthame,

Would tempt to break his faith ; with him he led

His carly life ; with him from childhood bred,

He hop’d to fee him prize his friend’s defire 160

Above the ties that virtue might require.

Corebo, great of foul, and nobly born,

Abhorr’d the deed, and with indignant fcorn

Reproach’d his breach of faith, and firmly ftrove

By every means t’ oppofe his impious love, 165

I4 From
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From threat to threat increafing paffion grew
In either breatft, till each his weapon drew :
When, ftruck with terror to behold the fight,
I turn’d me to the woods in fpeedy flight.

Soon Odorico, long to battle train’d, 170
By fkill fuperior fuch advantage gain’d,
He left Corebo on the ground for dead,
And follow’d me who thence fo {wiftly fled.
Love furely lent him pinions to purfue ;
Love taught his tongue with foothing fpeech te
_ woo ; 175
But fruitlefs all—for rather than comply
“With fuch defires, I ftood refolv’d to die.
When prayers, and threats, and flatteries nought

avail’d,
With open force my honour he affail'd.
In vain I wept—implor’d—in vain I prefs’d = 18e
‘The facred friendfhip tp his lord profefs’d ;
Bade him refle&t that ta his faith fincere
Zerbing trufted all he held moft dear.
Entreaties loft, and every hope of aid
Far, far remote to fave a wretched maid ; 18¢
‘While he, with impious rage and force increas’d,
Affail’d my virtue like fome ravenous beaft ;'
With
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With hands and feet in my defence I ftrove,
With teeth and nails repuls’d his brutal love ;

His hair and beard I tore, his flefh I rent, 190
And pierc’d with fhrieks the vaulted firmament.

I know not if by fortune thither led,

Or by my voice that round the country fpread

Its piercing notes; or wont to fcour the ftrand
‘When veffels bulg’d, or ftrew’d with wrecks the fand;;
But from the fummit of the hill I {py’d 196
A crew defcendir‘g to the ocean’s fide :

Th’ impure Bifcayan, feiz’d with guilty fright,
His purpofe left, to fave himfelf by flight.

Behold me by this band in happy hour 200
Preferv’d, my lord, from that falfe traitor’s power;’
Yet but preferv’d the proverb to fulfil, .

«¢ 'Who *fcapes one mifchief meets another fill.”
*T'is true—]I am not yet fo curft to find

My honour wrong’d, tho’ this degenerate kind 204
No virtues hold in awe ; but thirft of gain

Incites them from my perfon to abftain, .

'Which kept, as now, in maiden luftre pure,

Will for my purchafe ampler fums fecure.

Eight months elaps’d, I fee the ninth arrive, 210

Since here I wretched dwell entomb’d alive.
All
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All hopes of my Zerhino now muft fail—
From thefe 1 learn, my beauty fet to fale,
And terms agreed, a merchant will receive,

And me, unhappy, to the Soldan give.. arg

So fpoke the lovely maid, and as fhe fpoke,
Sighs following fighs her angel fpeeches breke :
Her tender grief compaflion might infufe
I afps or tigers, while the thus renews
Her tender forrows, or in plaintive ftrain - 220
Allays the anguifh of her fecret pain.

Thus they ; when fudden in the cave appears
A crew with knotty clubs, with ftaves and fpears:
Th’ ill-favour’d leader of the brutal crew 7
His fingle eye around the cavern threw ; 224
A wound, that chanc’d upon his face to light,

Had cropt his nofe and clos’d one eye in night..

Soon as he faw the chief, who liftening fate

To hear the virgin-fair her tale relate, |

He turn’d, and joyful to his fellows faid : 230

Behold a bird for whom no net was {pread !

Then to the earl — For me in luckier hour

No ftranger ever reach’d this place before :

Thou may’ft have heard I long have fought in yain

Such radiant arms and veft like thine to gain: 235
8 _ And
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And gladly I behold thee thus at hand,

To anfwer now whate’er my wants demand.
Swift ftarting from his feat with noble pride,
Orlando fmil’d fevere, and thus reply’d.
Thefe arms I value at a price fo high, 240-
Who hopes their purchafe muft full dearly buy.
Then from the blazing hearth a brand he took,
" All red with fire and hifling from the fmoke, ‘
And fudden threw — above the caitiff’s nofe,
By chance it ftrikes between the meeting brows ; 245
And inftant éuenches in eternal night '
His only wretched minifter of light ;
And fends his ghoft to join the dreary train

By Charon doom’d to lakes of fiery pain.
A table,

s

" Ver. 249. By Charon—1 Of thele burning lakes in which
thieves and murderers are punithed, an account is given in’
Dante, Canto xxv. of his Inferno; where he afligns to thefe
the feventh ‘gulph, and where, he tells us, Chiron the Cen-
taur, and his companions, ftand armed with darts, which
they thoot at the damined, as often as they attempt to efcape
from the lake of torment. Some commentators read, in this
paffage of Ariofto, Chiron inftead of Charon. Zatta, in the
Iaft edition of 1772, -tells us, that in the editions of 1516
and 1532, both corre®ed by the author, it is printed Chi-

son
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A table, form’d in fquare, of ponderous wood, 2 5o
Of fize capacious, in the cavern ftood ;

‘Which, ill fuftain’d with rude unfhapen feet,

The thief and all his fellows held at meat :

Eafy, as from his hand difmift in air

‘The dextrous Spaniard fends the‘ cane afar, 255
Wondrous to tell ! this weight Orlando threw,
Where throng’d together prefs’d th’ ungodly crew.
The fhatter’d limb, crufh’d head, and gory breatt,
The crackling bone the thundering mafs confefs’d :
Some crippled every part, fome flain outright : 260
Who leaft is hurt attempts to ’fcape by flight.

So when in cluftering knot a {naky brood,

- Reviving joyful with the {pring renew’d,

Bafk in the {un, if by fome peafant thrown

Amidft them lights a huge unwieldy ftone, 26§
On all the curling heap what mifchief flies !

This leaves his fever’d tail; that mangled dies:

ron and not Charon; and Fornari, in his commentary, gives
it ,Chiroxig ‘

Ver. 255. The dextrous Spaniard— ] The poet alludes to an
¢xcercife 'ufed. among the Spaniards, requiring much dexterity
and agility : it was performed on horfeback, and confifted chiefly
in throwing canes or reeds to a great diftance:

o ~ Another
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Another crufh’d and bruis’d attempts with pain
To drag behind his finuous length of train:
Another happier ’midft the grafly way . 270
Efcapes, and hifling glides anew for prey.
Such was the havock here —lefs ftrange to tell,
Since from Orlando’s arm the ruin fell.
Good Turpin’s page declares that feven alone
Efcap’d the weight by fierce Orlando thrown. 275 |
While to their feet their {afety thefe commend,
The champion ftands the paffage to defend 5 -
With pinion’d arms he drags them forth to view,
Where with thick boughs an aged fervice grew :
The leaves he clears, and hangs them quivering there
A living prcf to all the fowls of air. 281
Nor needs he iron bands, or ftrong link’d chain,
To purge the earth of fuch an impious train;
The tree its branches yields, with thefe fupply’d,

Orlando by the neck the ftruggling wretches ty’d.
"~ That aged beldame, to the thieves a friénd, 286
Who faw their ill-fpent lives’ difaftrous end,
With fhrieks and outcries, tearing from her head
The hoary hairs, to woods and deferts fled ;

Ver. 279.——an aged fervice—] Vecchio forboe—a tree
bearing a fruit like a pear or medlar.

' Till
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Till near a ftream fhe met (as chance befel) ~ 290 -
A knight, whofe name I here forbear to tell,

And turn to her, who ftill Orlando pray’d

With guardian power to watch a helplefs maid ;
And vow'd her fteps fhould all his fteps attend :
The noble warrior, like a tender friend, 294
Her forrows footh’d ; and when Aurora, dreft

In rofy garland and in purple veft,
‘Refum’d her wonted track through morning air,
The knjght departs with Ifabella fair.

Thence many a day they journey’d ere befel 300
Adventures worthy of the Mufe to tell :

At length, amidft 2 mingled crew, they found

A champion dragg’d along in fetters bound.

To Amon’s daughter now we change the ftrain,
To her, whom late we left in amorous pain. . 305
The valiant maid, whom every breaft muft mourn,
‘Who vainly hopes Rogero’s fwift return, "
Still near Marfeilles refides in anxious woe,

And every day annoys the Pagan foe, ' 309

Ver. 291. A knight, whofe name—] He refumes this ftory,
Book xx. ver. 779.

Ver. 304. To Amon’s danghter now—1 He returns to Orlando

and Habella, Book xxiii. ver. 386. .
That
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That wide o’er hill and dale with pluadering bands
O’er-run Provence and all the neighbouring lands,
‘Where the bright maid a great example gave.

Of prudent leader, as of warrior brave.

Long has the time elaps’d that to her fight
Should once again reftore her deareft knight; 313
In dread fufpenfe, a thoufand thoughts moleft,

For lov’d Rogero’s ftay, her tender breaft,

One day, of many a day, retir’d to mourn

Her fate alone, the fees that dame return, )
‘Who in the wondrous ring the med’cine bore, 320
To heal the heart that felt Alcina’s power.

But when (fuch tedious hours of abfence paft)

She fees her come without the knight at laft,

Swift from her cheek the fading rofes fly,

And fcarce her trembling knees their aid fupply. 325

Soon as th’ enchantrefs fees the virgin’s fear,

She haftes te meet her with reviving chear ;
‘Where every look fuch fpeaking comfort wears,
As his are wont who happy tidings bears.

Let no vain doubts (fhe cry’d) thy bofom fhake,
Rogero lives, and lives but for thy fake ; 331
Yet lives, compell’d his freedom to forego,
Again the prifoner to thy conftant foe. _
' Now
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Now would'ft thou feek him, mount thy ready fteed
Without delay, and follow where Ilead: . - 335
Soon fhalt thou, virgin, well-inftru&ted, fee
The means to fet thy lov’d Rogero free.
This faid ; fhe all the magic guile declar’d

Which for the knight Atlantes had prepar’d,
Who Bradamant’s refembling features wore, 340
The feeming captive in a giant’s power,
When to th’ enchanted dome the youth he drew,
Then inftant vanifh’d from his wondering view ;
And how, with like device, th’ enchanter wrought
@®n knights and damfels to his caftle brought; 345
Who from his fight fuch various paffions prov’d;
Who view’d in him, by ftrange deception mov’d,
Fricn,d,‘ fquire, compaﬁion, fteed, or dame belov’d.
Urg’d by delufive hope they fondly trace,
With ceafelefs toil, the vifionary place. 350
Soon as ‘thy feet (fhe cries) fhall reach the land
Where, near, the wondrous pile is feen to ftand,
Th’ enchanter thalt thou meet, who to thy fight
Will feem thy love, oppreft by ftronger might;
But left, by magic guile, thou here fhould'ft fall 355
In fnares, that till this hour have fetter'd all,
Diftruft thy fenfe, and when thou fee’tt him nigh,
Unfheath thy {word, and bid the traitor die.

10 Nor
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Nor think of life Rogero to deprive,
But him from whom thy woes their fource derive. 360
Hard mutt it prove to aim the mortal blow
On him whofe looks thy knight’s refemblance fhow :
Then ere I lead thee hence yon dome to find,
~ Firm te the purpofe fteel thy conftant mind,

For ne’er to thee may Fate Rogero give, 365
If through thy weaknefs now thy foe fhould live.

The warlike virgin, with determin’d will

‘To free her lover and the forcerer kill,
Appears in arms, impatient to purfue
Her guiding fteps whofe truth fo well fhe knew, 3704+
Meliffa leads her thence, with eager hafte, '
O’er many a cultur’d land and dreary wafte,
Thro’ wood and lawn ; while fage difcourfe beguiles
The tedious journey and relieves their toils.
Much of the virgin’s race th’ enchantrefs tells, 37§
On this, her lov’d, her favourite theme, fhe dwells:
Tha; from Rogero and herfelf thould rife
Heroes and demi-gods to claim the fkies. ‘
As to Meliffa every power was given
To view the fecrets of myfterious Heaven; - 380
Her fearching eye could each event prefage,
Long hence decreed in Time’s fucceeding page.

Yor. II, K O friend
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O friend approv’d! O ever prudent guide !
(Thus to the prophetefs the virgin cry’d)
Whofe art has many a famous man foretold, 385
My unborn fons, when years on years have roll’d
Vouchfafe to fpeak of fome illuftrious dame
(If fuch my line may boaft) whofe future fame
Among the virtuous and the fair may rife :
She ceas’d—the matron mildly thus replies, 390'
Great dames from thee defcend, of whom fhall
fpring ' ‘
The potent emperor and {ceptred king 5
All thefe, in fweeping veft, have equal praife .
With crefted knights that bright in armour blaze :
For wifdom, piety, and courage crown’d 395
With fame, but moft for chaftity renown’d.
Hard tafk to name, where many ftand fo high,
Not one I fee to pafs in filence by.
Yet, *midft a thoufand, let me (to purfae
What time permits) felect the nobler few. 400
O! had’ft thou in the cave thy thoughts difplay’d,
Thine eyes had then each pafling form furvey'd.
See! from thy glorious ftem a dame defcend,
To virtuous deeds and liberal arts-a friend :
With her for grace and beauty refts the prize, 405
Chafte with the chafteft, with the wifeft wifé ;
' Fam'd
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Fam'd Ifabella | whofe refplendent light

Shall gild with equal beams, by day or night;

‘The walls which Migcius’ filver waters lave,

The Jand whofe title Qcnus’ mother gave: 410-
There fhall {be long a bright example give,

And, with ber lord; in fweet conteation live,

Who beft thall rear, who deareft Virtue hold; .
Who wideft of Benevolence unfold

The facred gates :—in Rbeims or Taro's land, 434
While Gayls repuls’d confefs his conquering hand,
She, like Penelope; the pureft dame,

Not lefs than her Ulyfles lives to fame.

Ver. 407. Fam'd lfabella ! —] liabella, the wif¢ of Fran-
tifco' Gonzaga, who was general of the Venetians againft
Charles VIIL in aid of the Genoefe : fhe was daughter to the
firft Hercules duke of Ferrara, and fifter to Alphonfo and Hip-
polito, a lady of great qualities and virtue.

PorcaccHl, EvcEnjco.

Yet. 450, The land whofe tite—] He moans Mantug,
byilt by the fuiry Manto, mother of Ocaus, according to the
words which he puts in the fairy’s mouth, Book xliii. ver. 723,
.dn the tale of Adonio: v ‘

. do! 1, whom men the fairy Mahto call,’

Who founded firft yon city’s favourd wall,
Which thou muft oft have heard from flying fame, .
Has fince been Mantua call’d, from Manto’s name, .

~Bome fay-that this city was founded by her fon,
K2 . Of
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Of her great things and many I reveal,

Compris’d in little fpace, but more conceal, 420
Which, when I left the bufy world, and fought
The cavern’d dome, prophetic Merlin taught.

In this vaft ocean fhould my veffel dare,

Not Tiphys’ voyage could with mine compare.

Lzt this fuffice—what Virtue can beftow 4285

Of good or great, fhall Ifabella know.
Nor lefs her fifter Beatrice fhall claim
Each gift that well befits a fifter’s name ;
Bleft in herfelf, fhall equal blifs afford
To all around, ‘but chief her plighted lord; 430
Who, at her death, a fad reverfe thall know,

- And fink from height of blifs to depth of woe :
While fhe furvives, Calabria’s earls remain
Unquell’d, with Moro and with Sforza gain

Ver. 424. Not Tiphys’ woyage — ] Tiphys was_pilot of the
fhip Argo, in which the Argonauts failed with Jafon to Col-
chis, for the conqueft of the golden fleece : he was efteemed the
'moft expert navigator of his age. o ‘

Ver. 427. Nor kfs ber fijfler Beatrice—] Beatrice was
daughter of duke Hercules, wife of Ludovico Sforza, fur-
named 11 Moré, duke of Milan: This lady was 2 woman of
great {pirit, and interfered, rather more than became her fex, in
matters of government. She died in the year 1476, in child-
bed; and not long after Ludovico loft his dukedom under
Lewis XII. EvcexIco.

6 - A dreadfu]l
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A dreadful name, from Hyperborean fnows 4335
“To where remote the gulph of Perfia flows

O’er rﬁddy fands — from India’s furtheft bound
To where your {eas in Gades’ ftraits refound,

Her death lamented fhall reverfe their fate,

And whelm, with them, in bonds th’ Infubrian ftate,
All Italy its fufferings fhall deplore, 441
And wifdom, like her own, be feen no more.
Before her birth fthall many a matron claim

‘With worth no lefs the like illuftrious name.

Of thefe muft one (a dame rever’d) inclofe 443
With fair Pannonia’scrown her honour’d brows :

- And one, when low in earth her frail remains

She leaves behind, fhall on th’ Aufonian plains
Amidft the faints with hallow’d rites be plac’d,
Her votive thrine with gifts and incenfe grac’d. 450
The reft I pafs—though each might fingly afk
The lofty trump, and all the Mufes tafk,

" Still in my breaft I bear each generous dame,

Of Conftance’, Lucrece’, and Bianca’s name ;

Ver. 447. fhd one, when low in earth—] Beatrice of Efte,
efteemed a faint, whofe’ body was depofited in the moun-
tains of Padua; in a place called Ganola, four miles from
Efte, where, on the top of a hill, was a nunnery richly en~
dowed. Porcaccal, -
‘ K3 All
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All that through wide Italia’s ftates fhall ihinc, 453
Mothers and faviours of their noble line,
Above each favour’d race thy houfe fhall moft
In female iffue glorious fortune boaft: ' =~
Fach mother in her fons not happier:found, - -
"Than each fair confort in her fpoufe renown’d. 4.66
‘Behold Richarda, left in widow’d youth, ' -
Pattern of courage and connubial truth
Left by her lord in lucklefs hout behind -
To Fortune’s frowns, which oft the virtdous. find,
She fees her fous depriv'd of native home, -~ . 455
And exil'd far in foreign regions foam:
Left in the hands of their infulting foe,
Till all their wrongs a happy period know. .
Nor ’midft thefe heroiner I forget to place
Th’ illuftrious queen of Arragonian race; = 474
‘ ' . Than
Ver. 461. Bohold Richards, ~] This Richarda might
juftly be called an example of fortitnde : She was daughter
of a marquis of Salazzo, and wife of Nicholas of Efte : bcmg
left 2 widow, fhe faw the imheritance of Hercules feived by
Lionello and Borfo, and her fons expelled, and driven in fearch
of fome new eftablithoment ; all which. the fapported with the
utmoft courage, Hercules retired to the court of Alphonfo of
Arragon, 4l by a change of fortune hg was put in pofiefiion of
the government. PORCACCH!, Eycanico,
Ver. 470. TV illuftrious queen — ] Duke Hereules retir-
ing to the court of Alphonio, by his virtue and valour gained
: ' 0
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Than whom, for chafte referve and counfel fage,
None more adorn’d the Gregk or Roman page.
Not one fhall more the {miles of Fortune fee ;

She, mother af a beauteous progeny,

Shall with Alphonfo give, to blefs the earth, 475
Hippolito and Ifabella birth-:

This Thall be Leonora — doom’d to twine . ‘

(So Heaven decrees) her happy branch with thine.
How fhall my wgfds an equal tribute raife

To her, the next in order, next in praife 2 480
Lucretia Bo,rgia—whi) in beauty’s power,

In virtue, foriunc, and in fame fhall foar

Above her fex — who fpreads her foftering fhade
Like. the green fapling in a fruitful glade.

As drofs to gald, as lead to filver fhows ; 483
" The field-bred poppy to the garden rofe ;

The willow pale to ever-verdant bays ;

Or painted cryftal to the diamond’s blaze:

to wife Leonora, daughter of Ferrando king of Naples : by her
hehad three children, Hlppohj:o, Alphonfo, and Ifabella, here
celebrated by Ariafto,

Ver. 481. Lucretia Borgia—] Daughter of Pope Alexan-
der VI. of the houfe of Borgja. Her firft hufband was Giovanni
Sforza, lord of Pifaro; her fecond was Aloifio of Arragon, natura}
fon of king Alphonfo ; and after his death fhe married Alphonfo

duke of Ferrara, EvgEeNico.
: K 4 ’ Ev'n
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Ev’n fo to her, of whom unborn I tell,

Shall -each appear that elfe might moft excel. 490
Of every virtue, whofe tranfcendent fame

Shall grace, alive or dead, her fpotlefs name,

Be this the chief, her Hercules to raife

With all her fons to deeds of martial praife ;

To plant the feeds that future wreaths may yield, 49§
To bind their brows in council and in ficld.

Nor mutft I here Renata fail to place,

(Lucretia’s near ally’d) of Gallia’s race,

Of Lewis born (the twelfth that bears the name)
vAnd her, of Britanny the lafting fame. | . §oo
Each virtue woman has been found to know,

Since fire was feen to burn, or ftreams to flow,
Since yon bright orbs have circled round the pole,
I fee compris’d in fair Renata’s foul. T
Of noble Alda'(Saxon born) to tell 508
I pafs; nor on Celano’s countefs dwell:

Ver, 497. — Renata — ] Lewis XI1. after he came into poflef-
fion of the realm of France, having divorced his firft wife, who
was fifter to Charles VIII. married Anna the daughter of Francis
duke of Bretagne, with a view to gain the hereditary dominions
which that princefs held from her father. Of Lewis and Anna
was born this Renata, who was daughter-in-law to Lucretia
Borgia, Evgewnjcq

Bianéa
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Bianca fage, in Catalonia bred,

The royal oﬂ'sp’rihg of Sicilia’s bed ;

And lovely Lippa, of Bologna’s ftrain,

With numbers more that yet untold remain: g10
For thould I fingly count their praifes o’er,

I venture on a fea without a fhore.

‘Thus to the liftening maid the dame reveal’d
Names yet in Time’s remoteft womb conceal’d :
At length arriving where Atlantes made 51§
His near abode, her courfe Meliffa ftay’d ; o
Nor would the further now her way purfue,

But thunn’d to meet the falfe enchanter’s view :
Then having warn’d the dame, and urg’d once more
Her prefling counfel, urg'd fo oft before, §20
Her leave the took — the martial maid alone
Purfu’d a narrow track her guide had fhown.
Not far the rode, when, lo! before her fight
~ Appear’d the likenefs of her much-lov’d knight,
Her dear Rogero, clos’d in fight between 52§
Two mighty giants, who with dreadful mien
Wield their huge weapons, while he pants for breath,
And feems juft finking in the jaws of death.

Soon as the virgin fees fo forely preft

QOne in whofe form Rogero ftands confeft, 530
Her
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Her faith is vanifh’d, new fufpicion wakes,
And every late refolve her breaft forfakes.
She thinks through hatred to Rogero, grown
¥rom fome ftrange caufe, from fome offence unknown,
Meliffa this unheard-of {nare had fpread, ° 53§
By her, who lov’d. him, to behold him dead.

Is that Rogero (to herfelf-fhe cries)
Still at.my heart — and fure before my éyes ?
If ’tis not him I fee — if thus deceiv’d —=
Henceforth can aught be known or aught believ’d 2
And fhall I (every certain fenfe deny’d) - 8§41
‘Too blindly in another’s faith confide ?
Unfeen my fympathizing heart can tell,
If near or abfent he I love fo well.

While thus the thinks, the hears or feems to hear
Rogero's well-known voice affail her ear ; = 54§
Imploring help‘-.-a- and now fhe fees him whee]

His courfer round, and with the goring ftee}
Usge all his hafte, while each gzga.nnc foe
As fwift purfues : nor was the virgin flow 539
T'o mark their courfe, but urges all her fpeed,
Till at the magic gate the checks her fteed,
No fooner enter’d, but Atlantes” wile
{nvolyes her fenfes in the common guile, .
S In
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In vain her fearch now here, now there, fhe bends, 55§
Explores each part below, and now- afcendst
Nor day, not night, her anxious: reft flic took s

Yet oft the virgin with Rogero fpoke, R O
And oft they met, though neither (firange to tedl)’
The other knew « fo firong the magic fpell | . 560

Here leave we Bradamant, nor vex thy mind
To leave her thus by frawdful fpeHs confin’ds ©
When time fhall ferve, behold the charm we break,
And both the lovers from their bondage take.

As at the board with plenteous viands grac’d, 56§
Cate after cate allures the fickening tafte ;

So, while my mufe repeats her varied ftrains,

Tale following tale the liftening ear detains.

Full many a thread my bufy fingers weave,

To form the various web my thoughts conceive. §70
Then hear, how drawn from every winter’s poft,
Before king Agramant the Moorith hoft

Pafs in review, by different names enroll’d,

And threat with arms the fleur-de-lys of gold.
From thefe what gallant leaders late were loft, §74
Of Zthiopia, Spain, and Lybia’s coaft !

Ver. 561. Here leque we Bradawant,—] He rems to
Bradamant, Book xxii. ver. 141,
Thels
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Thefe to replace, with all th’ unnumber'd train
That breathlefs lic on many 2 well fought plain,
Marfilius calls from Spain his fubje, powers,

And Agramant from Africfs diftant fhores, 580
- Appointing each, to every _marihall’d band, -

- (As need requires) new leaders to command.

Here ceafe, my lord — the tale awhile we clofe,
‘Th’ enfuing book their names and order thows.

\

END OF THX THIRTEENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT,

THE review of the Pagan forces by Agramant and Marfilius {
names and charalters of the feveral leaders. Firft appearance
of Mandricardp, king of Tartary : he hears of the defeat. of the
¢wo bands by Orlando, and engages to go in fearch of that
knight : in his way he meets with Doralis, daughter to the
king of Granada, betrothed to Rodomont; he attacks her
guard, and carries her off by force. In the mean while Agra-
mant prepares for a general affault of Paris: the behaviour of
the emperor Charles upon the occafion: Gop commands his
Angel, with the afliftance of Sdence, to condnt the Chriftian

_army under Rinaldo to the walls of Paris, and bids him fend
Difcord amongft the Pagans. Defcription of the houfe of
Sleep. Agramant begins the affault: the appearance of Rodo-
mont, king of Sarza, who is the firft to win the works, and
makes 2 dreadful flaughter of the Chriftians: the gallant de-
fence made by the befieged. '
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N many a fierce affault and cruel ﬁéhf,'

When Spain and Afric prov’d with France their-

- might,
Unnumber’d warriors pale and breathlefs lay,
‘To hungry wolves and ravenous birds a prey ! 1
But while. the Gallic leglons, to their coft, 5
" "The Pagans met and mourn’d the battle loft,
"The boaftful foes, though vitors from the plain,
More chtv.their valiant chiefs and princes flain;
Such, great Alphonfo, if the verfe may dare-
‘With prefcnt times the times of old compare, 10
‘Such was the viétory our arms abtain’d,
Due to thy glory, by thy virtues gain'd: -
» e T Such

e
. v A .
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Such was the flaughter, that, for rolling years,
Mutft fill Ravenna’s heavy eyes with tears !

When firft the Chriftians in the fanguine field 1§
Began before their haughty foes to yield,
‘Thy conquering arms oppos’d the sznilh force,
And check’d their banner in its midmoft courfe ;
‘Whilft thy undaunted youths (a glorious band)
Purfu’d thy fteps, to merit from thy hand 20
That fateful day their great reward to hold,
'The golden falchion and the fpurs of gold :
Thefe with fuch ardour join’d thy arms in fight,
They thar’d each danger, when, with dauntlefs might, .
Thy warlike arm the golden acorns fhook, - 25

The yellow and vermilion truncheon broke.
: To

Ver. 14. Muf? fill Ravenna’s heavy eyes with tears!] The
poet here alludes to the fiege of Ravenna, held by Marc An-
tonio Colonna for the Pope, and attacked by M. de Fois,
general of the French army. The capture of this city was
chiefly owing to the valour and conduét of Alphonfo of
Efte, though both fides fuffered greatly, and the vitors, as
well as vanquithed, had long reafon to lament the lofs they
fuftained. '

Ver. 22. The golden falchion and the fpurs of gold:] Al-
phonfo rewarded the valour of thofe who had fought under
him with prefents of rich fwords and fpurs, the. ornaments of
knighthood.

Ver. 25. e the golden acorns fhook,

The yellow and vermslion truncheon broke. ] By
: the

~
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“To thee, that guard’ft the fleur-de-lys from fhame,
To thee alone is due the laurell’d fame;.
While, for his Rome Fabritio fav’'d beftows

- Another wreath to deck thy honour’d brows: 30
This mighty column of the Roman ftate;
By thee fubdu’d, by thee preferv’d from fate;
Gives thee more praife than if thy fingle hand
Had crufh’d the numbers of that threatening band
Who with their blood Ravenna’s furfows fed, 33
Or thofe, who trembling from their ftandards fled,
‘When nought avail’d to chace th’ ignoble fear
Of Arragon, Cattile, and proud Navarre !

the golden acorns the poet means Pope Julius II. who bore an
oak for his arms, and whofe power was greatly fhaken by the -
defeat at ‘Ravenna: by the yellow and vermilion truncheon,
faid to be broken, is meant the power of Spain, which received
a greater wound than that of the church: by the fleur-de-lys is
figured the empire of France, defended by Alphonfo I. duke of.
Ferrara. :

Ver. 29. Whiles for his Rome Fabritio fav’d—] Fabritie
Colonna furrendered himfelf prifoner to Alphonfo, on condition
that he might not be given into the hands of his ancient enemies
the French, to which condition Alphonfo agreed, and notwith-
ftanding the moft earneft folicitations from the Frenech, afters

wards generoufly gave him his liberty, and fent him fafe to the
Pope. EwcEenico:

Vo H. - L " Though
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Though many a bleffing from our conqueft flow'd,
Our arms fuccefsful little joy beftow’d, . 40
FToo much we mourn’d our Gallic leader {lain,
And numerous princes lifelefs on the plain ;

Who, from beyond where cold the Alps arife,

Had pafs’d to guard their kingdom‘.% and allies.

- Our weal, our lives, we to our conqueft owe, 45
Though dearly won—by this full well we know —
The clouds difpers’d, whence Jove prepar’d to thed.
The wintry ftorms on our devoted head. ;

But ill in joy or feftival we fhare,
‘When round we hear the cries of deep defpair, 50°

" From Gallia’s widows clad in fable ftole,

Down whofe wan cheek big tears of anguifh roll.
Now comes the hour when Lewis muft provide

New leaders his forfaken troops to guide;

When, to his country’s praife, his vengeful hand 53

Shall punifh thofe, whofe facrilegious band A

Wives, matrons, daughters durft alike invade, -

The holy brotherhood and cloifter’d maid,

To make each filver vafe their impious prize,

While caft on earth their great Redeemer lies! 60
Ver. 59. 7o make cact filver vafe—] Alluding to the rapa-

city of fome of the foldiers, who carried off the veflels of the
facrament, and shrew the confecrated wafer on the ground.

Unbleft
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Unbleft Ravenna! why the vitor’s power
Didft thou refift >~Why not, in happier hour,
Rather example take from Brefcia’s fate,
"Than Rimini’s and fad Faenza’s ftate
Woarn by thy ruin, though Trivultius fage, 63
By Lewis fent, eflay’d with words of age
‘T'o rule thy people, and perfuafive tell,
For crimes lik€ theirs what mighty nations fell 2 /

As now our Gallic king, opprcﬁ with. cares,
" New leaders for his powers encamp’d prepares ; 70
So Spain and Afric’s monarchs, to provide
Such chiefs as beft befit their troops to guide,
From where they long maintain’d their winter’s
poft, _ '
In order fummon’d all the numerous hoft
By fquddrons rang’d, t’ appoint for every band ' 74,
Such chofen chieftains as the times demand.
Marfilius firft, then Agramant to view
Bids every fquadron pafs in order due.
Before the reft the Catalans appear, |
And Doriphoebué’ waving banners rear : -
Then march (no more by Fulvirantes led,
Their gallant king by brave Rinaldo dead)
' La Thofe
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Thofe of Navarre ; the Spanifh king’s command
Commits them now to Ifolero’s hand.

Next Balugantes Leon’s people leads: - 85
Grandonio then Algarbi’s troop precedes,
Marfilius’ brother: Falfirones arm’d

The lefs Caftile ; around his banner fwarm’d
‘Thofe that with Madaraffo Seville leave,

And peopled Malaga ; from Gades’ wave: 90
To where green Cordova her paftures thows,

And Betis o’er his flowery border flows.

Then étordilano and Teflira lead,

‘With Baricondo, numbers that fucceed

In proud array — the firft Granada fway’'d ; 95
The fecond Ulifbona’s rule obey’d;

"The third Majorca held — in blood ally’d,

Teffira reign’d a king when Larbin died.

Galicians came, that, Maricaldo loft,

On Serpentino fix’d to guide their hott ; 100
Then Calatrava, and Toledo’s bands,

‘Whofe ftreaming enfign Sinegon’s commands

But late confefs’d — with all the tribes that lave

In Guadiana’s flood or drink his wave,

Ver. 84, — Ifolero’s hand.] lfolero, a Spanifh knight, one of
the perfonages in Boyardo’s poem.
s "Whom

\
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‘Whom Matalifta rules—Aftorga’s train, 10§

By Bianzardin guided, prefs the plain,, :

Form?’d in one troop——thefe Piaganza yields ;

Thofe Salamanca and Paloncia’s fields ;.

And thofe Avila and Zamora fend :

Beneath one leader all their ranks extend. 10
The Saragozan trbops, and houfehold bands

Of king Marfilius’ court, Ferrau commands,

All ftrengly arm’d, and well in combat known =

Here Malgarino, Balinverno fhone.

.Here Malzarifes and Morgantes, led 1871

By equal fate a foreign foil to tread ;

‘Whom each, of kingdom and of wealth bereav’d,

Marfilius in his regal dome receiv’d.

Here Follicones, great Marfilius’ fon,

Whofe fire to lawlefs love Almeria won. 120

There Doricantes, Analardo here;

And Argalifa and Bavartes near.

The noble earl of Sagontino’s name,

And Langhiran efteem’d in fields of fame.

With Archidantes Ammarantes ftands; . 125

And Malagur, of all the martial bands

Deepvers'din guile--with numbers more whofe praife

The mufe fhall blazon in recording lays.
L3 Thefe
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" Thefe numbers marfhall’d, next in fair review
~‘The chiefs of Agramant their forces drew. 130
Oran’s huge king appear’d upen the plain,
A giant-leader o’er his vaffal train.
The following {quadron march’d with forrow §11’d
For Martafin, whom Bradaxqant had kill’d;
And much they griev’d that ever woman’s breath 135
Should vaunt the king of Garamanta’s death.
Marmonda third fends forth her mourning hoft,
In Gafcony their chief Argofto loft :
Thefe leaders flain, king Agramant to guide
The widow’d bands would other chiefs provide, 140
Though few he boafts—at length three names arofe :
. He brave Buraldo and Ormida chofe,
With thefe Arganio, whom at utmoft fpeed
He fent, as time requir’d, the troops to lead.
Arganio rules the Libicanian train, 14§
Who wept for fable Dudrinaffo flain,
With eyes caft downward, and with cloudy hue,
Brunello brings his Tingitanian crew : .
‘For fince beneath the near o’erfhading wood,
Where on the rock Atlantes’ caftle ftood, 150
He loft to Bradamant the fatal ring,
He liv’d difgrac’d with Afric’s patent king ;
, : ' And
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And had not Ifolero, who beheld

Brunello bound, to Agramant reveal’d

The truth at full, 2 gibbet had receiv'd
The wretched culprit, and of life bereav’d.

" The king, to mercy by their prayers difpos’d,

Releas’d the fatal noofe already clos’d ;

But folemn vow’d, the next offence he gave,

No plea again his forfeit life fhould fave.

Next Farurantes fec ! with him a force

Maurina fends of mingled foot and horfe..

Libanio, near, his new-made king defends ;

And with him Conftantino’s troop attends.

On him, but late, the crown and golden rod,

. Which Pinadorus bore, the king beftow’d.

Hefperia’s nation Soridano leads:

With thofe of Setta Dorilon proceeds.

O’er Nafamoni’s Pulian’s hand prefides,

Amonia’s train king Agricaltes guides,

Fizana’s race Malabuferzo fhows :

The following troop to Finadurus owes

Its martial difcipline, who brings the bands

From far Canaria and Morocco’s fands.

Balaftro leads the powers who lately knew

Tardocco king—two fquadrons thefe purfug

L 4

152

155

160

. 170

175

From
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From Mulga and Arzilla—this retains

Its ancient lord ; to that no more remains

Its leader mourn'd ; brave Chorineus try’d,

His ancient friend, the king ele&ts their guide.

O’er Almanfilla, where Tanfirion reign’d, 181

Caicus now the kingly power obtain’d :

To Rimedon he gave Galicia’s land :

Then Balinfrontes came with Cafca’s band.

The rule o’er thofe who came.from Bolga’s fields .
[ (Clarindo loft) to Mirabald he yields. 186

Next Baliverfo march’d, and not a hame

Of all the throng fo ftain’d the lift of fame.

No nobler banner through the camp was fpread,

Than that which valiant fage Sobrino led; . 190

Through all the hoft could few with him compare,

In tents to counfel, or in fields to dare. .

The troops by Gualciotto late difplay’d,'

Now Rodomont’s imperious rule obey’d ;

Of horfe and foot he led united powers, 195

New rais’d by Agramant, from Afric’s fhores.
- What time the fun obfcur’d his glorious-light

In dreadful tempefts of furrounding night,

: From

Ver. 197. What time the fun obfeur’d—] The charaller
of Rodomont is continued from the Orlando Innamorato;

the.
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From mountain billows his afli¢ed band,

But three days fince, he fafely brought to land : 200
No bolder Saracen in all their hoft,

No ftronger warrior Afric’s camp could boaft ;

Nor *midft their countlefs legions could they fhow
Te Chriftian faith a more inveterate foe;

And Paris more his cruel prowefs fear'd, 20§
‘Than all the forces that combin’d éppear’d,

By Agramant and by Marfilius led,

Their hoftile banners on our plains to fpread.

the features are the fame in both poets, and appear to origi-
nate in the Mezentius of Virgil. Boyardo relates, that Ro-
domont, after having waited fome days at Algiers for a
fair wind to embark his troops for France, at length com-
pelled the pilot to Jeave the port in the middle of the night
with his whole fleet, when he met with a terrible ftorm ; and
that while the reft were imploring Heaven for their fafety,
he vented his fury and impatience in blafphemies, accord-
"ing to what Ariofto fays of him further in this book,
ver. 87s. '

" e when others to the fkies

Breath fervent prayers, he (Fod’s high power defies,

The fleet having been fome time toft about at the mercy
of the waves, at length made the coaft of France, where the
landing of the troops was for fome time oppofed by the
Chriftians; till Rodomont, after incredible efforts of valour,
effeCted a landing, having firft loft numbers by the fea and by
the enemy. Orw, INN, Book ii. C. vi,

' | Then
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Then Prufio, Alvarecchia’s king, proceeds :
" Zumara’s fovereign, Dardanello, leads 219

His forces next—fure lucklefs birds of night,

Or crows, or ravens of ill-omen’d flight,

To thefe from mouldering roqf or lonely bower
. Prefag’d the chance of fome difaftrous hour!
For Heaven decrees, to-morrow’s fatal field 215
Shall fee each chief his life in battle yield.

The fquadrons paft, in numerous order train’d,

Save Tremizen and Norway none remain’d:

Of thefe no martial ftandards yet appear’d,
Of thefe no‘tildings in the field were heard. = 220
When Agramant awhile in anxious thought

Had weigh’d their abfence, to his fight was brodght
A fquire, who ferving late (amidft his guard) .
‘The king of Tremizen, the truth declar’d ;~
"That Manilardo and Alzirdo quell’d, 22§
With numbers flaughter’d prefs’d the fanguine field,
Scarce have I fcap’d by headlong flight (he cry’d);
And had not Fortune turn’d his courfe afide,
The knight, O king ! whofe conquering arm alone
O’erthrew thefe troops, had all your camp o’erthrown.
No more can horfe or foot oppofe hisrage 231
Than goats or fheep the prowling wolf engage.

Few
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Few days had paft, fince to the Turkifh hoft

A champion came, in arms his country’s boaft ;

None mightier ftrength or firmer courage knew, 233

And from the weft his glorious birth he drews:

Him Agramant with honours due carefs’d,

The valiant heir of Tartary confeft,

The fon of Agrican, of ftory’d fame,

And Mandricardo his redoubted name. 240
His

Ver. 240. — Mandricardo —] This charafter is 2 con-
tinuation from Boyardo; he was fon of Agrican king of
- Tartary, who laid fiege to Albracca for the love of Ange-
lica, and was flain by Orlando. Boyardo gives the follow-
ing extravagant account, of him.

I‘he pride and cruelty of this prince was fuch, that, difdain-
ing to reign over any but thofe that were ftrong and courageous
in battle, he gave command for all others to be put to death 3
for which caufe his fubjels fled from their country, till the
whole land became almoft a defert: at length an old man had -
the courage to remonftrate with him, reprefenting that while

"he was thus venting his fury on the innocent, he forget to
revenge the death of his father Agrican, killed by Orlando,
Mandricardo, ftruck with the reproach, refolved to ‘go in
fearch of Orlando.

The manner in which he gained pofleffion of the armour
of HeSor, with the wonders he met with in atchieving that
adventure, are thus related in the third Book, and firft and
fecond Cantos of Orlando Innamorato.

Having committed the government of his kingdom to
the care of a vyicegerent, he fet out one day on foot, and
‘ : without
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His deeds had through the world diffus’d his praife ;

But one eclips'd each deed of former days; -
When

without armour, like a pilgrim, determining to expiate his
negle¢t hitherto by the greateft. exertions of valour in en-
countering every difficulty. Thus travelling alone he pafl-
ed through Armenia, and came at length to a fountain of
green, blue, red, and ycllow marble, the water of which
was tranfparent as cryftal; and near the fountain ftood a pa-
vilion, where he immediately entered, with a refolution to feize
by force the firft horfe or armour he fhould find. No per-
fon appeared, but he heard a voice froin the fountain that
addrefled him in thefe words : ¢ Sir knight, thou art now
made a prifoner; thy rafth courage has betrayed thee into a
danger from which thou never canft efcape.” Mar‘xdricérdo,
without attending to the voice, continued to fearch the pa-
vilion, and found a f{uit of complete armour, with the wea-
pons befitting a knight ; and foon perceived a horfe ready
caparifoned tied to a pine-tree. He immediately put on the
armour, and mounting the horfe, was preparing to depart,
when a fudden fire fprung up which confumed the pine-tree,
and fpreading wider and wider, burnt 2Il the trees and
fhrubs, the fountain and pavilion alone remaining unhurt:
this enchanted fire now began to inclofe the knight, and at
laft feizing on his armour, he felt fuch intolerable heat,
that unable longer to fupport it, he leaped in fury from his
horfe, and running to the fountain, plunged himfelf head-
long in the water; but the fire had fuch effe@® upon his
arms and vefture, that cuirafs, helmet, fhield, and every part
of his drefs fhrunk to athes; and he remained naked in the
water, where he foon found himfelf in the embraces of a
beautiful lady, who having kifled him, told him that he was

87 I . ~ prifoner
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When at the Syrian fairy’s drear abode,
The feat of magic, dauntlefs might he fhow’d,
Amidft

prifoner in the fountain of a fairy, with Gradaflo, Gryphon,
Aquilant, and many more; but that, if his valour was un-
fhaken, it refted with him to fet all the knights at Iibera .
ty. She told him, that near was a ftately caftle, belonging
to a fairy, in which were preferved all the arms of Heétor,
except the fword; that after the death of Heétor - (whom
Achilles ‘flew by treachery) -the fword, named Durindana,
was taken by Penthefilea, was afterwards poflefled by Al-
montes, and then by Orlando. After the deftruction of
Troy, the armour of He&or came to Aineas; but neas
by misfortune falling into the power of an inhuman king,
who kept him confined in a fepulchre, he was delivered by
this fairy, who opened the fepulchre, and, as a reward for
the fervice done, demanded thefe arms, which fhe had ever
fince kept by enchantment: the lady concluded her account
by offering to conduct the knight where he might prove his
courage in fo marvellous an adventure, as to attempt the
conqueit of Heftor’s armour. '
Mandricardo, upon hearing this, declared his refolution
to undertake the adventure; but éxpreﬁ'mg fome uneafinefs
at being thus expofed naked, the damfel unbound her hair,
and clafping the knight to her, entirely covered herfelf and
bim with her long and beautiful trefles ; and thus, concealed
as with a veil, they iffued together from the fountain, and en-
tered the pavilion; whére having remained fome time, the
knight being afrefh provided by his companion with horfe,
armour, and other apparel, and fhe mounting on a palfrey,
they began their journey towards the caftle of the fauy;
where
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Amidft a fcene, whofe wonders but to hear, 243
Would ftrike the boldeft heart with chilling fear;
What

where he was informed that he muft firft enter the lift with
Gradaflo, the fairy’s champion, before he was admitted to
attempt the conqueft of the arms.

Mandricardo being arrived at the caftle, engaged Gra-
daflo, and came off viftorious; but the night drawing on,
the lady told him that he muft defer the further proof of
' _his valour till the morning, as the caftle gates would not be
opened that night: fhe then carried him to the palace of a
lady that inhabited near, and was accuftomed to receive with
hofpitality all knights and damfels that wandered that way.
The lady gave him a courteous welcome ; but, foon after his
arrival, her dwelling was attacked by a cruel giant, named
Malaprefa, who was ufed frequently to moleft her: Mandri-
cardo engaged with and flew the giant; and after being re-
* frefhed with a night’s repofe, he and his guide next morning
returned to the caftle of the fairy, where the enchanted arms
were kept.

“The knight and his companion having reached the caftle,
now pafled the bridge, and entered at the gate without mo-
leftation : here, as foon as any knight had pafled the threfhold,
‘he was fworn upon the faith of knighthood to touch with
his fword the fhield of Helor; which fhield, of a bright
azure colour, was placed in the mxdd]e of a fpacious court,
fupported by a golden pillar, on which were thefe words :
% Do not prefume to touch this fhield, unlefs thou art an-
other. HeGor; for he who firft bore this ﬂneld had not his
equal in the world.”

The damfel here alighted from her palfrey, and bowed

4 herfelf
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‘What time he won the cuirafs, which of yore
In fields of battle Trojan Hetor wore. .
' This
herfelf with great reverence to the earth; and Mandricardo
doing the fame by her example, advanced, without meeting
with any refiftarice, to the middle of the court; where, draw-
ing his fword, he lighty touched the bofs of the fhield, and
immediately a violent earthquake fhook the building, ac-
companied with moft dreadful thurder, as if the world was
haftening to its final diffolution; a fecret portal, called the
gate of the treafure, flew open, and difcovered 2 field of
corn, the blade and ears of which were of gold ; but the
portal of the eaft, by which they had entered, fuddenly clofed.
The damfel than addrefled him thus: « Moft noble and va-
liant knight ! no one muft ever hope to efcape from this place,
unlefs he firft thall mow the field of corn, and tear up by the
roots that {preading tree, which you fee placed in the middle of
the field.” She had no fooner ended thefe words, but Man-
dricardo entered the field with his fword in hand, and be-
gan to cut the corn, when a flrange enchantment followed:
every ear that fell to the ground became alive, and was im-
mediately changed into the form of fome fierce and dread-
ful animal; a lion, a tiger, or wild boar, and attacked the.
knight: Mandricardo exerted his utmoft valour, but his.
ftrength, incredible” as it was, muft have been at length ex-
haufted in fuch a confli®, his enemies continually increaf-
ing as the ears fell : at length, flooping down, he took 2
ftone in his hand, which ftone was enchanted, though the
virtue was unknown to him; he caft this among the army
of beafts, and immediately they attacked each other with great -
fury, and in a few hours the knight beheld his formidable af~

failants flain by themfelves.
Man.
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This chief the fquire’s unwelcome tidings heard;
And, fir'd with rage, his haughty vifage rear'd ; 250
Refolv’d

Mandricardo then prepared to purfue the adventure, and
root up the tree that had a thoufand branches, every branch
covered with bloffoms : he grafped the trunk, and endea-
voured, with all his force, to tear it from the ground; while,
as he fhook it, the leaves and bloffoms fell in great abun-
dance round him, and, ‘as they fell, changed into every fpe-
cies of ravenous birds, ravens, falcons, vultures, and eagles:
all which affailed the knight, and, notwithftanding he was
covered and defended by his armour,-fo much molefted him,
that it was long before he could, with his utmoft efforts, put
an end to his labour. - At length, redoubling his force, he tore
" the tree up by the roots, and fuddenly a loud thunder was again
heard, and a ruthing wind arofe that beat all his feathered ene-
mies to the ground. Turpin relates that the wind iffued from
the womb of the earth, where tlie root was buried, and that pon-
derous ftones were hurled aloft, as if caft from an engine. The
champion then caft his eyes down, and beheld an enormous
ferpent ifluing from this fubterraneous cave with one head,
but branching into ten diftinct bodies. Mandricardo, eager
to put a fpeedy end to the adventure, attacked the ferpent
with his’' fword, and aimed a ftroke at his head; but the
fcales, which were impenetrable, defeated his intent. The
monfter then lcaped upon the knight, and winding two of
his tails round the champion’s legs, others round his body,
and others round his arms, drew him forcibly to the earth,
and fixing his teeth in Mandricardo’s fide, began to crufh
his armour like fome brittle fubftance. The knight, exerting
all his remaining ftrength, ftruggling with the monfler
at laft fell with him into the cave, and by good fortunc

falling
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Refolv’d at once the knight unknown to-find, -
But kept his purpofe fecret in his mind,- .
| - Whate’er

falling with all his weight upon the ferpent’s head, cruthed
him to death in an inftant.

The ferpent being dead, the knight examined the cave on alt
fides, and by the light of a carbuncle difcovered it to be a fepul-
chre cut out of a rock, covered over and adorned with coral,
amber, filver, and gold. In the middle appeared a kind of tomb
of polithed .ivory, fupported by a gold and azure dragon : on the
tomb appeared to lic an armed knight, but, upon nearer infpec-
tion, inftead of a body was depofited the empty armour : this *
was the armour fo celebrated of Hedtor, but without the fhield
or fword: the firft, as has been related, was fufpended to the
golden pillar in the court of the caftle, and the laft was in the
bands of Orlando: thefe arms were of moft ineftimable value,
adorned with pearls and emeralds, and in the front of the helmet
.was the large carbuncle which gave light to all that gloomy ha-
bitation.

While Mandricardo was gazing with admiration on thefe
unparalleléd arms, he heard a noife behind him ; when (ﬁddenly
a gate opened, and many damfels iffuing forth with inftruments
of various forts, congratulated the warrior in fongs and dances
for the great vi€ory which he had obtained ; and having finifhed
their fongs and dances, fell on their knees before him. Then
one of them rifing gave the knight infinite praifes for the at-
chievement of fo perilous an adventure ; and two other damfels,
having difarmed him, led him out of the cave; then covering
him with a mantle of fine filk, and fcenting him with the moft
exquifite perfumes, they refumed their fongs and dances, and

Vou II. . M reconducted



162 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XIV.

‘Whate’er the caufe—perchance he fear’d his thought
Difclos’d, in others like defign had wrought.

He
recondu@ed him by a flzir-cafe of marble into the palace,
where the fhield of HeGor was fufpended in the court ; ard
here he found a great number of kaights and ladies affernibled,
who, as foon as Mandricarde appeared, paid every homour to
him as to a prince. In the midft of this company, on 2 rich
throne, fate the fairy ; who calling the vi€or before her, fpoké
to him thus: « Sir knight, thou haft this day won a treafure
that has not its equal in the world ; but as it behoves thee to
add to thefe arms the fword, thou muft here fwear to me upon
thy faith, that thou wilt by force take from the earl Orlando
the enchanted fword Durindana, formerly the property of
Heftor; and know, that till thou haft atchieved this adven-
ture, thou fhalt not wear by thy fide any other weapon, or
place the regal crown on thy head : but take heed never to be
deprived of the filver eagle painted on that glorious thield; for
remember that, in poffefling thefe arms and that device, thou
haft the nobleft treafure that ever recompenfed the valour of a
knight.”

King Mandricardo then, making a low obeifance‘to the fairy,
pledged the oath impofed upon him; and immediately the dam-
fels, in her prefence, buckled on him the famous armour :
the knight, being' completely armed, took leave of the fairy,
having thus diflolved the enchantment by which many lords and
knights had been fo long detained, among whom were Iolero
the Spanifh kiight, king Gradaflo, young Gryphon, and his
brother Aquilant. Gradaflo and Mandricardo departed toge-
ther from the caftle of the fairy, and performed many and great

exploits
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He bade to afk the fquire, what veftments o’ér 255"
His mailed arms the dreaded champion bore ;

'To this he anfwer’d —Black his mournful veft,
Black was his fhield, and unadorn’d his creft:

And true he fpoke, for with dejected mind,
Orlando left his blazon’d fhield behind, 260

exploits before they arrived in France.” Ogrr. InN. Book iii.
c. i. ii.

"This adventure of Mandricardo exhibits one of the moft ro-
mantic ftories of chivalry, at the fame time attended with many
circumftances that fpeak ftrongly to the imagination : it is
to_be obferved, that although Ariofto has taken up the general
ftory of Boyardo, and continued the fame charaters, yet he has
no fiction fo out of nature in all his poem, unlefs we except
the battle between Aftolpho and Orilo (Book xv.) which is
not of his own invention, but taken up and continued from
Boyardo. '

In the Fairy Queen is a paflage not unlike that part of
Boyardo, where Mandricardo is burnt with the enchanted .
fire, and leaps into the fountain. Pyrrochles, having been
engaged with Furor, contralls an inward heat that feems to
prey upon his vitals, and feeks relief by plunging into the
water.
to the flood he came,

There without ftop or ftay he fiercely leapt,
And deep himfelf beducked in the fame.

I burn, 1 burn, I burn! then loud he cry’d,

O how I burn with implacable fire !

Yet nought can quench my inly flaming fide, &c.

' Fairy Queew, B. il c. v.

M 2 That
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That by his outward garb might ftand reveal’d
The hidden forrows which his breaft conceal’d.

To Mandricardo late a beauteous fteed
The king Marfilius gave, of generous breed ;
His colour bay, but black his feet and mane, 265
His dam of Friza, and his fire of Spain.
This Mandricardo, fheath’d in fteel, beftrode,
And {purr’d impetuous o’er the field, and vow’d
To view the camp no more, till he furvey’d
The unknown knight in fable arms array’d. 270
- Soon many a wretch he met, that {mit with dread
From fierce Orlando’s prowefs trembling fled :
One mourn’d a fon’s, and one a brother’s death,
Before their eyes depriv’d of vital breath :
Speechlefs and pale around the plain they rov’d, 275
‘While every face their daftard terrors prov’d.

Ere far he pafs’d, he came where he beheld
A dreadful field with fanguine torrents fwell’d,
And mingled carnage, where too plain appear’d
What Agramant fo late with anguifh heard. 280
The warrior caft Lis angry eyes around,
Survey’d the flain, and meafur’d every wound
With greedy gaze, while envy rent his breaft,
To fee fuch numbers by one hand oppreft.
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As when a wolf or maftiff gains the field, 285

Where fturdy hinds the labouring ox have kill’d,

When dogs and fowls have rent the fleth away,

And only left the fragments of their prey,

The hoofs and hide : the longing beaft in vain

Beholds the {poils: Thus on the reeking plain 290

The cruel Pagan ftood, and curs’d his fate,

That brought him to the feaft of death fo late.
That day and half the next, in eager thought,

Enquiring oft, the fable knight he fought :

When, lo! he view’d a meadow, crown’d with fhade,

Where a deep ftream with circling waters ftray’d : 295

Thus fair Otricoli the Tyber laves,

And near ir;clofes with circumfluent waves.

To guard the narrow pafs, a numerous band

Of hardy warriors, clad in armour, ftand. 300

The Pagan afks what chief had thither fent

So ftrong a forc.e, and what the concourfe meant ?

To him their leader fcorn’d not to repiy, |

Mov’d with his lordly fpeech ; whofe prefence high,

"And armsenrich’d with gold and gems, proclaim 303

Some mighty warrior, not unknown to fame.
, ' Sent
Ver. 297. Thus fair Otricoli the Tyber lrves,] A piece of
land near Rome, where the Tyber winding forms a peninfula.
Ver. 305. And arms enrich’d with gold and gems, — ] Boy-
' M 3 ‘ ardo
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Sent by our lord (he cry’d) we hither bring

The royal daughter of Granada’s king ;
' v Whom

ardo gives a2 moft fplendid defcription of thefe arms of Hec-
‘tor, in the adventure related in the former note: the words

of Berni are,

Forbite eran quell’ armi lumingfe,

Ch’el occhio a pena foffre di vederle,

Fregiate d’oro, e pietre preziofe,

Di rubini, emeraldi, e groffe perle.

Mandricardo le voglie avea bramofe,

E’ mill’ anni gli pare indoffo averle :

Se le volge per man, fi meraviglia,

Ma fopra tutto all’elmo alza la ciglia.

In cima all’elmo, d’oro era un lione.

Ch’un breve avea d’argento in una zampa,

Di fotto a lui pur d’oro era il torchione,

Con vente fei formagli d’una ftampa ;

Nell’mezzo della fronte era'il carbone,

Ch’a guifa rilucca di chiara lampa,

Faceva lume, com’ ¢ fua natura,

Per ogni canto della grotta fcura.

Ort. Inw. Lib. iii. c. ii.
Thefe glorious arms were polith’d beamy bright,
That fcarce the eyes could bear the flathing light,
Bedeck’d with gold and many a coftly ftone,
Where rubies, mix’d with pearls and emeralds, fhone.
Fierce Mandricardo with impatience glow’d
To feel his limbs fuftain'the radiant load.
He turn’d the ponderous mail with looks amaz’d,
But on the helmet chief in rapture gaz’d:
A golden lion, on the creft difpos’d,
A filver label in his paw inclos’d:
Beneath
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‘W hom now, tho’ {carce the tidings yet have {pread,
He gives to blefs the king of Sarza’s* bed. 310
* RODOMONT. When

Beneath the creft was feen a wreath of gold,
Enrich’d with fparkling ftuds of femblant mold.
Full in the front the carbuncle appear’d,
“Whofe ruddy blaze the lonely dwelling chear’d,
And (fuch its wondrous kind) a light difplay’d,
That pierc’d the murky grotto’s difmal thade. _

« In this manner (fays Mr. Upton) Sir Triftram feeds his
eyes with the bright fpoils and goodly armour of a dead knight,
handling them and turning them a thoufand ways.

But Triftram then difpoiling that dead knight
Of all thofe goodly implements of praife,
Long fed his greedy eyes with the fair fight
Of the bright metal fhining like fun rays,
Handling and turning them a thoufand ways, &c.
. Famry QuEEN, B. vi. ¢ ii.

« It feems to me that Mr. Pope, when he- tranflated that
beautiful paffage in Homer, where Thetis brings to her fon his
arms, juft as they came from the forge of Vulcan, had his eye
on this paffage of Spenfer, for he ufes his words : the verfes are
very harmonious, and well worth tranferibing. -

Then drops the radiant buythen on the ground,
Clang the ftrong arms, and ring the thores around :
Back fhrink the Myrmidons with dread furprize,
And from the broad effulgence turn their eyes;
Unmov’d the hero kindles at the thow,
And feels with rage divine his befom glow :
He turns the radiant gift, and feeds his mind
On all th’ immortal artift had defign’d.
Iu1ap xix, ver. 15.
M4 This
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‘When evening cafts her welcome fhadows round,
And grafshoppers furceafe their grating found,
We to her fire encamp’d fhall lead the maid s
Meanwhile fhe lies repos’d in yonder fhade. -

But he, whofe daring heart the world defpis’d, 313
Refolv’d to prove how far thefe warriors priz’d
Their fovereign’s treafure ; if their force avail’d
To guard their miftrefs, or in combat fail’d.

He thus—The virgin doubtlefs then is fair;

Fain would I view the charge that claims your care;
Lead me to her, or here the dame convey, 321
For hafte forbids me Ionger to delay.

- This paffage in Homer has been borrowed by Virgil, where
Venus is in like manner introduced bringing armour to her

fon.
Ille de= donis et tanto letus honore,

Expleri nequit, atque oculos per fingula volvit,

Miraturque, interque manus et brachia verfat

Terribilem criftis galeam, flammafque vomentem,

Fatiferumque enfem, loricam ex zre rigentém,

Sanguineam, ingentem.— ) ZExN. Lib, viii,

Proud of the gift, he roll’d his greedy fight

Around the work, and gaz'd with vaft delight :

He lifts, he turns, he poifes, and admires

The crefted helm, that vomits radiant fires.

His hands the fatal fword and corflet hold ;

One keen with temper’d ftecl, one ftiff with gold ;

Both ample, flaming both, and beamy bright—
DrypeN, v. 819.

What

See Upton’s Notes on Spenfer.
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‘What madnefs has thy better thought§ mifled ?—
Granada’s captain faid—nor further faid :
“The Tartar plac’d his eager fpear in reft, 3258
‘Which furious rufh’d againﬁ the fpeaker’s breaft :
Before the ftroke the fhatter’d cuirafs flies,
And, ﬁretch’d on earth, a lifelefs corfe he lies.
The fon of Agrican his fpear regain’d,
Nor other weapon in the field fuftain’d : 330
No fword nor mace hé held : that fated hour,
When, won by conqueft, Hettor’s arms he bore,
The fword he mifs’d, and vow’d that never blade
Should grace his fide (nor vain the vow he made)
Save Durindana, by Almontes borne, 335
Orlando’s now, and once by He&or worn.
Great was the courage of the Tartar knighé,
On fuch unequal terms to wage the fight.
Who dares difpute my pafs ? (enrag’d he cries)
And with couch’d fpear amid their battle flies. 340
This drew the fword, that plac’d the lance in reft,
And round him clofe the furious numbers prefs'd.
In heaps they fell—at length the javelin broke,
The broken truncheon in each hand he took.
As Hebrew Sampfon, wielding in his hand 345
The fatal jéw, o’erthrew the hoftile band

of
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Of ftern Philiftines—fhields and helmets fly ;

And oft at once the harfe and horfeman die.

To death thefe wretches run with headlong pace,

Nor though one falls, another thuns his place. 350

Lefs hard it feem’d to yield their vital breath,

Than thus to perifh by fo ftrange a death:

Nor could they bear beneath a fplinter’d {pear

To fall, and.lofe whate’er in life was dear;

To perith thus like frogs or hiffling fnakes, 35§

In reedy marfhes or entangled brakes.

But ﬁn;:c, by fatal coft, too well they find

That cruel ftill is death of every kind,

Two thirds already kill’d, the remnant-train

Attempt to ’{cape in fafety from the plain : 360

But the fierce Saracen their flight withftood,

And ftill infatiate, thirfting ftill for blood,

Difdain’d that one amidft the trembling band

Sheuld 'fcape with life from his deftroying hand.

As in the open fields, or funny meads, 365

The brittle ftubble and the {piky reeds '

* Refift but little, when the wary hind

Kindles the flame, to which the northern wind

Gives double force, till wide around it preys,

And all the furrows crackle in the blaze: 370
So
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So thefe alike in vain defence. cngagc
W ith haughty Mandricardo’s dreadful rage.
Soon as the paffage freed the champion view’d,

‘Where late the centry to defend it ftood,
Amid the pew-worn path, with eager tread, 373
He prefs’d the turf, by founds of forrow led
And loud lameants, to judge how truly Fame
Had rais’d the beauties of Granada’s dame.
Where the ftream winding gave the Pagan way
He pafs’d, while round him flaughter’d warriors lay ;
Till ’midft themead his matchlefs prize he found, 381
The gentle Doralis, with beauty crown’d;
So was fhe nam’d—beneath its ancient thade
An oak’s roﬁgh trunk f{uftain’d the trembling maid.
Her tears, like fprings that unexhaufted flow, - 385
Fell trickling down, and ftain’d her breaft of fnow;
And on her features plain reveal’d appear’d,
She wept for others, for herfelf fhe fear'd.
Her fears redoubled, when the knight fhe view’d
With vifage ftern, and arms with blood bedew’d, 390
Blood of her friends : her wailings rent the fky ;
Her fad attendants join’d the piercing cry ;
Whom, added to her train, a parent’s'care
Had round her plac’d, to tead the royal fair;

' Sage
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Sage matrons, fquires, and dames (a chofen band)
The beft and faireft of Granada’s land. . " 396
Soon as the Tartar prince that face beheld,
Whofe charmsthe brighteft charms of Spain excell’d;
That ev’n in grief can {pread the flame of Love;

(How mutt the then in joy each bofom move!) 400

He conquers but to yield : enrapt he ftands

A willing prifoner in his captive’s hands.

Yet would he not fo far her crripire own,

To yield his right in arms fo lately won.

Tho’ loft in woe, he hopes by love’s foft wiles 405
To change her grief to joy, her tears to friles.
Then on a milk-white fteed without delay

He feats the damfel, to purfue his way :

But firft, in 'gentlé words, he bids adieu

To dames, to {quires, and all the weeping crew. 410
Henceforth in me will be her guard (he cries) ;

I fhall, her fquire, her lord, her mate, fuffice

At every need—my friends, farewell !—They hear,

And helplefs part with many a figh and tear. 414 |

What grief, what anguifh (to themfelves they faid)
Will pierce her fathér’s foul!, What thoughts invade
Her confort’s breaft! - What vengeance fhall affuage
His cruel pangs, and, fate hjs dreadful rage !

' Why
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Why comes he not at this difaftrous hour?
O! were he here, from yon Barbarian power, 420
Ere yet too late, to fave from foul difgrace
Th’ illuftrious blood of Stordilano’s race !

The Tartar, happy in his prize obtain’d,
A prize by fortune and by valour gain’d,
Abates the fpeed, with which fo late he prefs’d 425
T’ o’ertake the champion of the fable veft.
By flow decrees his former zeal declin’d,
Far other thoughts revolving in his mind,
To reach fome kind retreat, and eafe the fmart
His youthful bofom felt from Cupid’s dart. 430

Meantime he foothes his fair-one’s grief and fears,
Whofe cheeks and lovely eyes are wet with tears :
Full oft he feigns, and vows her beauty’s fame
Long in his foul had fed the growing flame :
That, for her {ake, he left his realm and érown, 435
Whofe rule extends to lands of far renown,
Not to contemplate France or Spain (he cries)
But the foft beauties of her beaming eyes. ;
If love unfeign’d may ever hope to prove
The virgin’s fmiles—I merit then your love: 440
If high defcent—who nobler can afpire ?
I boaft the mighty Agrican my fire:

: If
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If wealth or power—what name exceeds my own ?
In empire I fubmit to Gop alone:
If valours=well mry deeds to-day declare 445
My valour pleads my title to the fair,

Thefe words, and many more which Love had

taught,

In Déralis, with {oft perfuafion, wrought
A gentle ¢hange, till freed from former fear,
With lefs reftraint fhe feem’d his fuit to hear; 450
When yielding by degrees, and courteous grown,
She givés him anfwers in a milder tone;
Nor on his face difdains fometimes to bend
“Her languid eyes, where pity feems to blend
With young defire : The Pagan hence, whofe heart
Had oft confefs’d the painful, pleafing fmart, 456
Drew certain omens that the beauteous dame
Would not for ever fcorn his amorous flame.

Thus journeying on, in thought elate and gay,
With Doralis, companion of his way, 460
The hour advanc’d, when friendly night prepares
Its balmy reft to banifth mortal cares:

Now half conceal’d the finking fun he views,
And with rédoubled hafte his coutfe purfues,
Till diftant founds of ruftic pipes he hears, 465
And curling fmoke from village roofs appears :
| There
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There harmiefs fhepherds hold their humble feat,
No furﬁptuous dwelling, but a calm retreat.

The mafter of the herds with fimple grace
Welcom’d the knight and damfel to the place; 470
Who pleas’d his welcome heard : for not alone

In towns and courts ate courteous manners known ;
Full oft in wilds, beneath the lanely fhed

Of Nature’s fons, are focial virtues bfed.

What pafs’d beneath the night’s all-covering fhade
Between the Tartar prince and blooming maid 476
I dare not now reveal—let each furmife
Thofe truths which here we veil from vulgar eyes :
Yet either feem’d all difference to compofe,

For light and blithforne with the morn they rofe : 480
And Doralis her grateful thanks exprefs’d

To him, whofe roof receiv’d her for his gueft. .
Thence, roving on, from place to place they ftray’d ;
At length they came, where near a bowery fhéde,
To reach the fea, with filent courfe and flow, 4835
A river flow’d, yét fcarcely feem’d to flow ; )

So clear, fo pure the ftream, the fands fo bright,
The channel lay reveal’d to every fight.

Here in cool fhelter; on the banks reclin’d,

Two warriors and a dame unknown they find. 490

Ver. 490. Twa warriors and a dame—] He purfues this
ftory, Book xxiii. ver. 518. \
8 The
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“The genius that forbids me to purfue
One path unchang’d, here leads my fteps anew
To where the Moors their thoufand banners rear,
(With fhouts and clamours deafening Gallia’s ear)
Round the high tent, where king Troyano’s fon 495
With haughty pride defies th’ Imperial throne :
Where Sarza’s * monarch threats to wrap in flame
Fair Paris’ walls, and raze the Roman name.

Now heard king Agramant that England’s powers
Had patft the narrow feas from Britain’s fhores : 500
Marfilius, Garbo’s ancient king, and all
The Pagan leaders, at the herald’s call
In council meet ; and in one voice unite,

* Againft the walls to bend their ftrongeft might :
For well they knew that Paris ne’er would yield, gog
When once th’ expected aids had reach’'d the field.
Unnumber’d fcaling-ladders they prepare,

And every engine of befieging war.

Ab,ové the reft the king unweary’d gocs;

The firft and fecond fquadron to difpofe : 510
Himfelf refolves with thefe th’ affault to make,
And every toil and danger to partake.

Ere yet th’ affault began, the Chriftian lord

~ In Paris’ walls with holy rites implor’d

% RopomoNT. Tk
Ver. 513. Ere yet th’ affault began,—] The alls of de-
- votion

- — N ,J_‘_‘l_._J
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Th’ offended powers ; ‘and rang’d in meet array 515§

The priefts and brethren, fable, white, and grey,

Sung fervent hymns ; while thofe repentant bands,

By pure confeflion fnatch’d from Stygian hands,

In bleft communion join’d the dear repaft,

As if th’ enfuing morn were doom’d their laft. 520

Th’ Imperial chief, on pious aéts intent,

By peers and fenators furrounded, went,

By knights and princes, to the loftieft fane,

Himfelf th’ example to his fubjeét train;

There, with clafp’d hands, and eyes to Heaven ad-
- dreft, 525

He pray’d—O God! though fins pollute my breaft,

Yet let not thefe for prefent vengeance call,

Left, through my guilt, thy faithful people fall,

If 'tis decreed. that thy Almighty'hand

Muft deal thofe fufferings which our crimes démand,

votion here defcribed to be exercifed by the Chriftian leader, ap-
pear to be imitated by Taflo, particularly in the folemn pracefs
fion at the beginning of the eleventh book, which is perhaps one
of the fineft paflages in the Jerufalem Delivered.

Ver. 516, e faHe, whitey, and grey,] Milton, in his
Limbo of Vanity, « Black, white, and grey.”

You. Il N | At
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At leaft awhile thy righteous ire farego, 53t
Nor let thine enemies inflict the blow.
Should thefe fubdue us, while we boaft the grace
Of Chriftiatt faith, efteem’d thy favour’d race,
"The Heathen world that pawer may ufelefs call 53¢
Which lets its votaries unaided fall :
For one that now rejects fhy haltow’d name;
Behold 2 hundred then thy faith difclaim |
So Babel’s laws o’er all mankind fhall {pread,
And pute Religion hide her facred head. 540
Preferve thy chofen flock —1lo! thefe the bands
That freed thy fepulchre from impious hands:
T.0! thefe the chiefs that oft have ftood prepar’d
Thy blamelefs paftors and thy Church to guard.
Too well we fecl, when we formescy pray, 4
© Againtt our faults how light our merits weigh:
But let thy grace our deep contrition wake,
Our fouls will foon a fecond nature take:
Nor can we doubt fhy faving help to find,
Thy help fo oft beftow’d on loft mankind. 550
So fpoke the prince devout, and meekly pour’d
His fervid vows to Heaven’s eternal Lord, -
‘With heart-felt anguith, fuch as well became
_ Himfelf, his danger, and his regal name.
- - Nor
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Nor was his humble fuit in vain addreft, 555
The guardian Angel; in his feats of reft,
Receives the prayer, then fpreads his hallow'd wings,
And to his Saviour’s ear the offering brings.
Unnumber’d vows that inftant thus preferr’d
By thofe bleft {pirits, Heaven’s Eternal heard : g6o
At this the fouls in endlefs blifs above,
With features blending pity, peace, and love,
All

Ver. 556, The guardian Angeh—] Not unlike this paflage
is the beginning of Book xi. Paradife Loft, where Milton repre-
fents our firft parents addreffing their fupplications to Heaven
gfter the fall.

#rr—ne—"T'0 Heaven their ptayers

Flew up, nor mifs’d the way, by envious winds

Blown vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafs’d

Dimenfionlefs through heav’nly doors ; then clad

With incenfe, where the golden altar fum’d,

By their great Interceflor, came in fight,

Befare the Father’s throne, them the glad Son

Prefenting —=-—

Ver, 561, M this the fouls in endlcfs blfs above,] Ariofto men-

tions the compaffion of the blefled faints and angels for the fuf-

ferings of man.
= Come gli afcoltar 'anime fante,

Depinte di pieta il vifo pio,
Tutti miraro il fempeterno amanté, &c.
Milton, in like manner, reprefents the angels as {ympathizing
with the miferies of mankind at the fall, .
. s Soon as th’ unwelcome news _
From carth arriv’d at Heaven gate, difpleas’d
N2 ' All
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All turn’d to him, the fource of endlefs grace,

With one requeft to fave the Chriftian race. .

. The Goadnefs Infinite, whofe ear to gain 565

The upright heart has never pray’d in vain,

Caft round his pitying eye, and with his hand

Call’d faithful Michael from th’ Angelic band;

Then thus he fpoke—Go! feek the Chriftian power

With friendly veflels brought from England’s fhore;
‘ Lead

All were who heard, dim fadnefs did not fpare -
That time celeftial vifages, yet mix’d
With pity, violated not their blifs. -
. Par. LosT, B. x. v. 21,
Ver. 5§69. — Go! feek the Chriftian power] The whole con-
du& of this admirable machine has been greatly extolled by
Dryden in the following paffage of the notes to his tranflation
of Virgil. ¢« The only beautiful machine which I remember
in the modern poets, is in Ariofto, where Gop commands St.
Michael to take care that Paris, then befieged by the Saracens,
fhould be fuccoured by Rinaldo. Iri order to this; he enjoins
the Archangel to find Silence and Difcord. The firft to con-
-@u& the Chriftian army to relieve the town, with fo much fuc-
‘cefs, that their march fhould not not be difcovered ; the latter
to enter the camp of the Infidels, and there to fow diflention
among the principal commanders. The heavenly meflenger takes
his way to an ancient monaftery, not doubting there'to find Silence
in her * primitive abode ; but inftead of Silence finds Difcord :
-the Monks, being divided into fations, about the choice of
fome new officer, were at fnic and fnee with their drawn
knives. The fatire needs no explanation. And here it may be
«*_Ariefto makes Silence of the male gender, B
alfo

M -
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TLead thefe to Paris from the diftant coaft, 571
Unheard, unnotic’d, by the Pagan hoft.

Find Silence firft — command him to.prepare

M hate’er befits with thee the tafk to thare

Such is my will — then feck a different road, 575
Where in her cavern Difcord makes abode :

Bid her with fpeed her fteel and fewel take,

And in the Moorifh camp new flames awake;
;Amongft the chiefs for mightieft prowefs known,
Let every feed of wild debate be fown ; 580
Let war inteftine, mutual death fuccéed,

- Let forne be captives, fome in combat bleed,

And fome, in rage, felf-exil’d from the hoft,

Their fovereign leave to mourn his champions loft.
. He faid : The blefled Angel nought replies, 585
But fwift t’ obey his heavenly Maker flies :

alfo obferved, that ambition, jealoufy, and worldly intereft, and
point of hénour, had made variance both in the “cloifter and the
camp; and ftri¢t difeipline had done the work of Silence, in

conducting the Chriftian army to furprife the Turks.”
Note to ivth Georgic, v. 660.
Ver. 585, —- the bleffed Angel—] The Ttalian has — be-
nedetto augel — hblefled bird ~——an expreflion, not to be: ha-
zarded in Englifh, and which. fecms reprchenﬁble in any lap-
guage. So Dante
resemnese Aygel divino wee— -
Paran. C it

N 3 " Where’er
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Where’er his courfe the radiant envoy fteers,
The clouds difperfe, the troubled ether clears :
And round him plays a circling blaze of light,

Such as-when meteors ftream ‘thro’ dufky night. sg0
While ftill he ponder$ in his zealous mind
Where beft this enemy of fpeech to find §
At length he deems that Silence fure maydwell
 'With monks and abbots in the cloifter’d cell,
The church’s hallow’d walls ; where never ¢ar 3§95
Might other found than chanted plalters hear
Where, fed with flender meals, each quiet fleeps,
Where every room inferib’d the name of Silence
keeps. | o |
To meet him there he certain hope affumes,
And moves with fpeed increas’d his golden plumes
Nor him alone, but there expeis to find o1
.Fair Peace and Charity together join’d. .
-No Silence there he found, he view’d alone
His name enroll’d, himfelf no longer known :
Nor Peace, nor Charity was there to fee, 6og
. Nor Love, nor Faith, nor meek Humility ;
*Thefe held their fiation there in days of yore,
"But now, long fince expell’d, are feen no more.
qu thefe, Wrath, Av’rice, Glutteny, and f’ridc,
Sloth, Cruelty, and Envy there refide, - 610
| The
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‘T'he Angel, wond’ring at a fight fo new,
Saw Difcord foon amidft the brutal crew,
Her, in whofe fearch he meant, at Hcav‘en's command
T’ explore Avernus’ ever mournful ftrand ;
And lo! he finds her now (moft ftrange to tell) 61y
Midft prayers and maffes in this earthly hell.
He knew her by the vefture’s hundred dyes,
Of lifts unnumber’d of unequal fize,
‘Which rent in fhreds, but ill thofe limbs conceal’d”
By every ftep or breath of wind reveal’d, 620
Her uncomb’d hairs feem’d conftant ftrife to hold,
Of various hues, black, filver, brown and gold. '
Some hung in ringlets, fome in knots were ty’d ;
Her bofom fome, and fome her fhoulders hide : _
Her hands and lap a countlefs medley bore 523
Of writs, titations (an exhauftlefs ftore!)
Oppreflion’s various forms, that make .thc peor
" In cities never find their ftate fecure,
Before, behind, on either fide her ftand
Attornies, notaries,~1 brawling band ! 630
Her Michael call’d, and bade her inftant go

To feek where lay encamp’d the Pagan foe,
And every art effay, that migbt engage |
Their braveft knights in firife and deathful rage.

| N4 . For
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-

For Silence then he afk’d, of whom full well - 63‘-.-:
He deem’d that Difcord might fome tidings tell ;rm._
As one, who ftill on kindling flames intent, - . -:.

‘T hroﬁgh every land of earth’s wide region wenta -

. Amidft my travel (Difcord thus rcplles)
That Silence never yet has met my eyes : 645 -
_Though oft his name from many have I heard,

*

Oft heard his pralfe for craft-and guile prefe;r’d.;,-.
But Fraud, fometime the partner of his way,. - ?_:.‘:
Our comrade here, can beft his haunts betray-—n
Lo! where the ftands—She faid, and pointing the
Where Fraud appear’d amidft the motley crowd.:
Her garb was dccent, lovely was her face,

Her eyes were bathful, fober was her pace;

Wlth fpeech, whofe charms might every heart
Like his who gave the bleft falute of—-haul P
But all deform’d and brutal was the reft,
‘Which clofe ﬂlp cover’d with her ample veft,
- Beneath whofe félds,-prepaf’d for bioody ftrife, :
Her hand for ever grafp’d a poifon’d knife. :
Of her the Angel afk’d : and Fraud rcply d é
Silence was wont with Virtue to refide,
With Bencdi& and old Elias’ train, .

In convents where religion firft began:

Much
* Ver. 657 —Bmtdtﬂ—Elzas—-] « He here fpeaks of the
monafteries
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Much time he chofe in learned fchools to pafs,

With Architas and wife Pythagoras. 660

But when thofe faints and fages were no more,
That kept him true to Wifdom’s righteous lore, ,
His godly cuftoms learnt he foon forfook,

And to new paths his wandering feet betook. _
Fond lovers firft at midnight hour he paird; 665

‘Then, mix’d with thieves, in all their counfels thar’d, .

With Treafon oft he dwells, and him I view’d
Late join’d with Murder {tain’d in human blood. .

monafteries that were founded under the names of Benedi&®
and Elias. Benedi®& was of Norcino, and built his _firft
" monaftery on mount Caffino, where he lived a moft exemplary
life. Elias was the prophet fpoken of in Holy Scripture,
who is believed by many to be flill living in the terreftriaj
paradife with St. John and Enoch: he lived a long time on
Mount Carmel, from which circumftance originated the order
of the Carmelites.”

PorcaccHI.

Ver. 660.—Architas— Pythagoras—] Pythagoras, an ancient
philofopher of .great celebrity, who enjoined his fcholars five
years filence at their entrance into his fchool : he. taught
women as well as men. Architas was his difciple, who was
likewife a great philofopher and well fkilled in mathematics.
He is faid to have invented a dove of wood, that by the a&ion
of mechanical powers, kept itfelf fufpended in the air: he wasa
great friend-of Plato,. o

PorcaccHr.

With
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With Coiners has he oft been known to dwell
" Remote from view, in fome fequefter'd cell. 670
So much he fhifts his partners and his place,
. "Tis hard ¢’ affirm where beft his fteps to trace :
Yet have I hope to guide your courfe aright :
Go — feek, when fhade proclaims the middle night,
The houfeof Sleep, there may’ft thouSilence find, 675
Where oft he refts remote from human kind.

Though Fraud was ever wont in lies to deal,
Yet here fuch feeming truth her words reveal,
‘The Angel trufts her faith, nor longer ftays,
But fpeeding from the convent, wide difplays 680
His rapid wings, to reach by noon of dight
'The houfe of Sleep with unremitting flight.

A pleafing vale beneath Arabia’s {kies,
From pecpled towns and cities diftant liess
* "Two lofty mountains hide the depth below, 685
Where ancient firs and fturdy beeches grow,
The fun around reveals his chearing day,
But the thick grove admits no ftraggling ray
To pierce-the boughs : immers’d in fecret thades,
A fpacious cave the dufky rock pervades. 690

Ver. 683. 4 pleafing valke—] This fine defeription of the
houfe of Steep appears to be partly taken from Ovid and Statius,

but varied with fuch circumftances as to make the pi¢ture in 2
manner Ariofto’s own.
I The




B.XIV; ORLANDO FURIOSO. 1ty

The creeping ivy on the front is feen,
And o’er the entrance winds her curling green.
Here drowfy Sleep has fix’d his noifelefs throne,
Here Indolence reclines with limbs o’ergrown
Through fluggith eafe; and Sloth, whofe trembling
feet 695
Refufe their aid and fink beneath her weight.
Before the portal dull Oblivion goes,
He fuffers none to pafs, for none he knows, - -
Silence maintains the watch and walks the round
In fhoes of felt, with fable garments bound; 960
And oft as any thither bend their pace, '
He waves his hand, and warns them from the place.
The Angel gently whifper’d in his edr :
Heaven bids thee now (2nd Heaven’s high mandate
hear!) | ' '
Condué Rinaldo, with his focial powers, - 703
In aid of Charles, to Paris’ lofty towers: ‘
Be fuch their march, fo wary and fo ftill,
That not a found the Pagan’s ear may fill:
1ill, ere loud Fame befpeak the Chriftians near,
Their force thall thunder on the hoftile rear. 710
No anfwer Silence gave, but bow’d his head
In fignal of the heavenly charge obey’d.
. ' ‘Together
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‘Who thefe can tell, may tell the plants that grow

On fertile. Apennine’s o’er-fhading brow ; -

May number, where the furgy ocean laves

Old Atlas’ feet, the Mauritanian waves ; ,

Or count the ftars, when Heaven with all its eyes, 740

At midnight hour the lover’s theft defcries.
Frequent and deep the hallow’d bells around

‘With dreadful echo give their warning found. -

In every temple many a hand they rear,

And breathe thro’ many alip the fervent prayer. 744

Could bleft immortals with defiring eyes

Behold that wealth which men fo highly prize,

Each faint might hope in future to behold

His votive ftatue fram’d of pureft gold.

Thewhite-hair’d fire deplores his wretched ftate, 750

Referv'd to drain the bittereft dregs of fate;

He calls his lov’d forefathers doubly bleft,

Long clos’d in earth and laid for years at reft ;

Ver. 740.—when Heaven with all its eyes—] Catullus, re-

quefling to receive from Lefbia as many kifles as there are grains
of fand on the fea thore, adds, r

Aut quam fidera multa, cum tacet nox
. Furtivos hominum videt amores.

And our Spenfer :
More eath to number with how many eyes, .,
High Heaven beholds fad lover’s nightly thieveries.

While

.
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‘While thofe, whofe younger breafts no fears appall,
Advance an every fide to éuard the wall ¢ 758
There barons, palading, and earls, and knights,
Kings, dukes, and lords, with all wham fame incites,
Soldiers from far, or natives of the land,

To die for Cuxrist in arms undaunted ftand :

All ardent urge the king each bridge to lower, 760
And en the Saracens their fury pour :

With joy he fees the warriors’ noble fires,

But prudence checks what patriot zeal infpires.
Meantime he bids in various parts difpofe
Their generous ranks againft-th’ invading foes. 763
Where ftrong the wall, lefs thick the troops afcend,
But lines on lines each weaker pafs defend.

‘Some watch the huge machines; and fome prepare
With fulph’rous flame to meet the ftorm of war,
While wary Charles in no fix’d place abides, 770
But through the works for every chance provides.

Amidft a fpacious plain fair Paris ftands,

_,(The heaxt of France) and all the realm commands:
A river, that beneath the ra&nparts glides, |
The city parts, but firft with branching tides 775
An ifland forms, fecuring from the reft,
Of all <he town the ftrongeft and the beft :

: ' "~ - Each

” .
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Each other part (three parts the whole compofe) -
The foffe, without, and ftream, within, enclofe.
The city, ftretch’d around, in circuit wide, 780
Might yield a place t’ affault on every fide;;
_But Agramant againft the weftern towers
Colledts the force of all his threatening powers:
For hence, no realms or forts' behind him lay
‘To diftant Spain, but own’d his ample fway. 785
Far as the walls extend, fo far the care
Of Charles is feen the bulwarks to repair ¢
On mouldering works he bids new works arife,
And c‘;ery engine of defence fupplies.
Where the ftream enters, where the town it leaves,
‘He draws huge chains acrofs the pafling waves ; 791
With Argus’ eyes the fon of Pepin bends '
'His heedful watch, where Agramant intends
The great affault ; nor could the Pagan crew -
Againtt the Chriftians their defigns purfue: 795
But foon their foes’ preventive care they knew.
Now fierce in arms Marfilius prefs’d the plain
With all his fquadron drawn from diftant Spain.
There Serpentino and Ferrau were found,
Grandonio, Ifolero, names renown’d. - 8oo
There Balugantes thone with equal might,
"And Falfirones, well approv’d in fight;
' There,
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There, on the left, befide the winding flood

Of filver Seine, Sobrino, Pulian ftood;

With Dardinelld, brave Almontes’ {on, 8og

Oran’s huge king, for giant ftature known!

Why feems my pen more flow to {peak their praife,

Than thefe their weapons in the field to raife ?

There Sarza’s king, impatient to engage,

Blafphemes aloud, nor curbs his impious rage. 810
As eager flies in buzzing legions play,

Midft the warm funfhine of a {ummer’s day,

‘Where rural veffels have allur’d their tafte,

Or the fweet relicks of the late repaft ;

Ver. 811. 4s eager flies—] Mr. Upton fays thefe fimiles
are after the caft of Homer; and indeed there can be little
doubt but Ariofto had in view the fimile in the fecond Iliad,
to exprefs the number of the Grecian troops that pafled in
Teview.

f thick as infecs play,

The wand’ring nation of a fummer’s day,
"That drawn by milky fteams, at ev’ning hours,
In gather’d fwarms furround the rural bowers :

" From pail to pail with bufy murmur run
. The gilded legions glitt’ring in the fun.
' PorE, ver. 5524
Milton has the following,
' - Or as a fwarm of flies, in vintage-time,
About the wine-prefs where fweet muft is pour’d.
' . Parapb. Rec. B. iv.

As
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As round the rip’ning grapes of purple dye, 815
"The plumy race in bufy clufters fly - o
So to the fierce affault the Mioors ropairy

While fhouts and barbarous clameurs read. the air. |
The wary Chriftians from their rampart’s height,

With-javelins, darts, and fwords, maintain, the fight,-

With ftones and mingled fire;; unmey’d they fand, 821 -
And fcorh the fury of the Pagan band: - -
And oft as this, now that ill-fated bleexs;
Another fearlefs to his place fucceedss

Back to the diteh the Saracens withdrew, . 828
So thick the weapons of the faithful flew : -

.-
e

Huge mafly fragments from the walls they rénd,
And crumbling bulwarks on the foes defcend.
From many a hand the boiling ftreams. employ’d, -
With dreadful heat the fuffering Moors annoy’d; 830
R,cﬁ(’defs pour’d on each advancing creft, | -
Through the clos’d helmet pierc’d the liquid peft :
Not {o the fword can wafte—What todgac thall tell,
How from above the lime deftruétive feil
In difmal clouds | how burning vefels pour’d 833
Pitch, fulphur, nitre ; all their flaming hoard ;
" Whence hiffing torrents fent in tides below,
‘With fearful ruin gall’d the Pagan foe I’

' o Meantime
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Meantime the'king of Sarza brought his powers
(The fecond band) beneath the Chriftian towers: 840
With thefe Buraldo and Omida went;

“That Garamanta, this -Marmonda fent.
Befide him Soridon, Clarindo came, ‘
Nor Setta’s king declin’d the field of fame.
Morocco’s king, and Cafco’s thefe purfue, 845
Refolv’d that all their noble deeds might view.
High on his -banner, that with crimfon glow’d,
The Sarzan Rodomont a lion fhow’d,
Whofe favage mouth difdain’d not to receive
The curb a courtly damfel feem'd to give;  85e
The beaft befp‘eaks the knight ; the beauteous dames
Whofe gentle hands the lordly lion tame,
Befpeaks the charms of Stordilano’s heir,
Granada’s princefs, Doralis the fgir !
Her, whom fo lately Mandricardo won 855
From.all her guards (as well the verfe has fhown)
And her whom Rodomont had learnt to prize,
Dear as his kingdom, dearer than his eyes !

lVér. '839. Meantime the king of Sarza—] It has been al.

ready faid, that the charadter of Rodomont is drawn clofely after
Boyardo ; the device on his banner is likewife taken by Ariofto

from hxs predeceffor.

For




B.XIVi ORLANDO FURIOSO. 145

For whom he wrought fuch deeds of endlefs fame ;

Nor knew het yielded to a ﬂ:rangcr’é flame. 860

At once a thoufand ladders rdis’d in ait, ‘

With crowded fteps the fwarming foldiers beat':

A fecond urges him who foremoft leads

The daring way, and him a third fucceeds. 864

Through courage fome, and fomeattack through fear;

Though girt with dangers, rione muft tremble herc.
" For Rodomont o’erlooks the dreadfil fray,

And wounds ot kills who dares defert the day. -

Thus on the town the thick’ning legions fall,

Through flames and ruins rufh to {cale the wall. 870

But while the reft with wary fearch attend

Where leaft the foes each guarded pafs defend,

The king of Algiers fcorns his arms to wield

But where dire peril frowns upon the field: "

In that dread hour, when others to the fkics .~ 875

Breathe fervent vows, he Gop’s high powet defies. |

To fence his breaft a ferpent’s jointed {cale

Supply’d the corflet tough and pvla.ted> mail

Ver. 876.—be God’s bigh power difies.] See the behaviour of
Capaneus at the fiege of Thebes, who was thunderftruck while .
ke blafphemed Jupiter. STaTius THEB: Bogk x.

02 Thefe '
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Thefe arms his grandfire wore, whofe impious,might
Would Heav’n invade with Babel’s towery height :
Who fought to- drive.th’ Almighty from his throne,
And make the empire of the ftars his own!
For this intent th’ accus’d blafphemer made
His fhicld, his helm, and, ftrongly-temper'd blade,
Stern Rodomont a fecond Nimrod.flood, 885
kac him unconquerable, fierce, and proud :
He little heeds what guards the pafles keep,
How ftrong the bulwarks, or the foffe how deep ;-
Headlong he plunges in—he wades—he flies—
Above his breaft the troubled waters.sife. - 8go
All drench’d and grim with 0gz¢ he makes his way,
While round him arrows, flames, and engines. play
In rattling frorms—As through the fedgy moor,
Where {préads our Malean plain, the woodland boas
Lifts hif ftrang cheft, around his tufks he/throws, 894
Aud breaks through all thar would his courfe oppofe:

Ver. 885.—a fecond Nimrod—] Boyardo makes Rodomont a
defcendant of Nimrod, who built the tower of Babel.
. Ver. 893, —— A through the fedgy moor,
Where fpreads our Malean plain,—] A low mar(hy
land'in the diftti®s of Ferra, on the left of the Po, near the fea,
abeunding at that time with wild boars. ZATTA.

So
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So the fierce Pagan liffs his thield on high,
And {corns the towering walls, and threats the ky.:

Now from the foffe ftern Rodomont ;itta'ms
- The firmer land, and now the fommit gains, " goo
Where the broad ramparts form a platform wide,
To range the Chriftian files on either fide:
Where many a foldier, many a knight and lord
Now fecl the edge of his refiftlefs fword.
~ Heads, arms, are lopt—while from the lofty towers
Down the fteep fofle the fanguine torrent pours.. goé
His buckler caft behind, he grafp’d his fteel -
With either hand, and on Arnolpho fell
A duke, who came from where the Rhing, that laves
The neighb’ring meads, is loft in briny waves; gro
Not more the wretch devoted fcapes his ire, - -,
Than beaps of fulphur ’{cape the watting fire;
Swift thro’ his neck the bloody falchion fped,
~ There heav'd the dying limbs, here roll’d the gafpxng
' 'head.
Now with 2 backward ftsoke the mortal wound gr§ |
Oldrado, Prando, and Anfelmo found,
With Spineloccio—midft the thronging train,
And narrow. fpace, no blow was aim’d in vain.

03 The



138 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XIV.

The Flemings firft his dreadful fury feel :

The Normans next beftain his fmoking fteel. 920

Orghetto of Maganza finks to reft: o

Aim’d at his front the weapon through his breaft

. Divides his bleeding corfe : Then from above

He Andropino and Mofchino drove;

Headlong they fell—the firft was wont to fhine g2

In prieftly robes ; the laft in draughts of wine

Steep’d all his hours: like bane or viper’s blood

He thunn’d to tafte the cooling limpid flood.

Lo! here he dies, and more regrets his death,

In water’s loathfome drench to yield his breath. 930

Severd in two provincial Lewis lies:

“Through Arnold of Thouloufe the weapon flies.

Oberto, Claudio, Dionyfius pour

Their fouls, with Hugo, in a ftream of gore.

Near thefe of Paris four to death fucceed : 933

'Ambaldo, Odo, and Gualtoro bleed,

. With Satallones—heaps on heaps there fell !

"Nor can the Mufe their fames and country tell.
Not lefs behind the fv'varming troops prevail

They fix the ladders, and the bulwarks fcale: 940

But ’ewixt the walls and fécond rampire fteep,

Where finks the fofle, all horrible and deep,

7 The
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The Chriftians from th’ interior works, renew

A ftrong defence againft the Pagan crew;

‘With fpears and darts they rain an iron cloud, 94.5

To check the numbers of th’ advancing crowd ;

And foon had check’d, but that the dauntlefs might

Of Ulien’s fon * infpir'd and urg’d the fight.

He drives them on, and each though loth obeYs,

With threatenings thefe incites, andth;),fc(wi:h praife:

Who turns a ftep to fly, his fate receives: =~ g5

His breaft he pierces, or his helm he cleaves ;

And down the fteep he drives fo huge a train,

That fcarce the foffe their numbers can contain.
While thus compell’d the rude barbarians go, 953

Or tumble headlong to the depth below,

The king of Sarza every mufcle ftrains,

And lo! (as if a ftrength of wing fuftains

Each agile member) with a wondrous bound

Leaps o’er the foffe, and lights upon the ground ‘ 9o

With all his armour’s weight, though yawning wide,

Eull thrice ten feet itfiretch’d from fide to fide.

Swift as a greyhound o’er the {pace he flies,

Nor to his feet the filent earth replies, '

So light heleapt—now round his blows he drives, ¢65

And thc mail’d plate, like brittle fubftance, rives.

* RopomonT._-

O 4 ~ Not
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Not more the Sylvan bark a tree defends,

When on its trunk the founding axe defcends:

Thick folds of fteel can no defence afford,

Such his huge nerve, and fuch his fwecpy fword. g70
Meantime our legions in the depth below

Have plac’d their fnares to catch th’ incautious foe.

Serewood and pitch beneath the banks they hide,

And many a veffel clofely rang’d, fupply’d

With nitre, -eil, or fulphur, to confpire 97§

In one vaft blaze to fpread the murderous fire.
And now prepar’d each wary foldier ftands

To cruth the folly of the Moorifh bands,

Who blindly from the trench’s depth affail,

And ftrive, with many a ladder rear’d, to fcale g0

‘The town’s laft works—when at a fignal given

From different parts, the burfting fires are driven

Amid the foee=huge conflagration rolls

From fide to fide, and mounting to the poles

Might dry the vapoury moon, while dark asnight 98

Thick fmoke obfcures the fun and blots the light;

And rumbling peals re-echo long and loud,

Like thunders breaking from a fearful cloud !

- ‘Now frantic founds in mingled tumults rife,

Of dreadful howlings, groans, and dying crics; 990

¥ : As
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As by their leader’s cruel rathnefs flain,

+ One wretched fate involv’d the Pagan train,
While the flame crackling on their members prey’d,
And with their fhrieks.a horrid concert made.

But ceafe we here—nar more the tale prolong, 993
For my hoarfe voice forbids the lengthen’d fong,

END OF THE FOURTEENTH BOpK,
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CoNTINUATION of the fiege of Paris. Aftolpho is difmiffed
with prefents from Logiftilla, who fends Andronica and So-
phrofyne to conduét him fafely on his paffage home. Their voy-
age defcribed. Aftolphe hears the future glory of Charles V.
and ‘many gréat men of his age. They reach the gulph of
Perfia, and Aftolpho purfues his journey by land : He arrives
in Egypt, and is warned by a hermit to fhun the dwelling of
Caligorant : his adventure with that giant. He finds the ma-
gician Orilo engaged in combat with Gryphon and Aquilant,
who endeavour in vain to deprive him of life. Aftolpho un-
dertakes thatr adventure.  Aftolpho, Gryphon, and Aquilest,
"enter Jerufaleni, where they are hofpitably received by San-
fonetto, the Chriftian regent. Gryphon hears from a pilgrim
unwelcome news of his miftrefs Origilla. -
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ORLANDO FURIOSO.

REAT honours every vi&tor muft obtéin,

“Let Fortune give fuccefs, or Condu& gain :
Yet oft a battle, won with bloed, will yield
Lefs praife to him who boafts the conquer’d field.
But ever glorlous is that leader’s name, 5
And adds new lautels to his martial fame, o
Who, while the forces of his foes o’erthrown
Proclaim- his might, from lofs preferves his own.
Such was the war by thee, my patron, wag*d,
When Leo on the waves had ﬁercély rag’d 10
Had feiz'd each thore from where the Po- dcfcends, -
And to the fea from Francolino bends.

~~

Ver. £2.— Francolino—] A place forty,miles from the mouth
of the Po,
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Though from afar we feem’d his roar to hear,

‘When prefent thou, each breaft forgot to fear:

Well didft thou teach us vifory to gain : 15

By thee thy friends were fav’d, thy foes were fldin.
Not fo the Pagan chief, who rafhly bent

On Chriftian flaughter, down the deep defcent

Compell’d unpitying his relutant powers,

Where the diré flame the haplefs band devours. 20

The foffe, fhough large, could fcarce the throng re-

ceive, | '

But while the ragmg fires of life bereave

Each ftruggling wretch, on every limb thcy prey,

" Till fhrunk to little fpace the mingled athes lay.
Here thoufands, as; ilieir chieftéin’s rathnefs le_d, 25

Midft lames and fmoke are number’d with the dead :

Aloft in air ;lieir groaning, fpirits foar,

‘Their bodies, foon confum’d, are feen no more ;

While he, from whom their dreadful fufferings rife,

Fierce Rodomont éfcapes, and. as he flies. ) 3o~

High bounding,o’cr the foffe that yéwns below,

Lights on th’ interior rampaits of the foe

But had the trench the fearlefs chief receiv’d,

No more his arm had deeds of death atchiev’d !
Now when he turns to view th’ infernat vale, 35 -

And fess on eyery fide the flames affail )
‘ : His
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His focial bands, and hears their thrieks and cries,
Impious he raves and loud blafphemes.the fkies.

. 'While thoufands here a ftrife unequal wag’d,
‘Where ruthlefs war with death and horror rag’d, 40
King Agfamant, before his army’s head,

The fierce affault againft a portal led,

Where lefs perchance he deem’d the Chriftian powers
Prepar’d in arms to guard their threaten’d towers.
With him in field king Bambirago fhin’d, 45
And Baliverfo, bafeft of mankind !

With Chorineus, Prufio thares his toils,

The wealthy king who rules the happy ifles,
Malabuferzo, who the region fways .

Of Fez, fdr ever {corch’d with folar rays ; 50
And many a chief, with others long inur’d

To fields of fight, and well in mail fecur’d.
Though arm’d, yet numbers naked feck the field,
For not a thoufand plates the coward thield.

But, all untﬁought, the king of Afric there 55-
F ound the ftrong finews of the Chriftian war: -

Vet. 48. —=who rudes the happy ifles.] The Canary iflands,
formerly called the Fortunate iflands, fituated in the Atlantic
Ocean: thefe iflands are fubjet to the Spaniards.

Imperial
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Iniperial Charles, with him a generous train,

King Salomon, and the noble * Dane :
Each:Angelino there his ftation took, .

With. either Guido and Bavaria’s duke t. + 60
‘There Ganelone, Berlinger appear; -

Avino, Otho, and Avolio near : '

Unnumber’d more,. of lefs reputed name,

Whe from the Fleming, Frank; and L.ombard came:
Alike prepar’d before their fmﬁii’giﬂg fight, 65
To fhow their valour with the firlk in fight.

Of thefe the tale fhall fpeak fdme‘fupurc time:
Now to a noble duke I bend my rhyme ;
The bold Aftolpho, born on Albion’s ftrand :
Him late, far diffant from his native land 79
I left; who now impatient feems to mourn
His exil’d ftate, and languifh to return,
As promis’d oft by her, whofe péwer had queli’d
Alcina’s navy and her flight compell’d :
Hers was the care to fpeed him on his way, 75
To fhield from danger and prevent dela&r. _
For this a galley had fhe launch’d, the beft
‘Fhat ever plough’d the curling ocean’s breaft,
* Uckro. ’ + NAMUS.' B

Ver. 67.  Of thefe the take fhall fpeak—] Continued, Book
" xvi, ver. 111, ’
‘ And
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And left (for fo her fears had oft divin’d)

Alcina fhiould impede his courfe defign’d, 8o
She Andronica fends with fhips prepar’d,

And fair Sophrofyne; the kaight to guard ;

Till in his fight th’ Aeabian fea appears,

And through the Perfic tide his veffel fleers.

She bids him rather coaft the Scythian fhore, 8§
And Nabatei and India’s realms explore, ¢ -
With Perfia’s gulph, than tempt the feas where rave
Eternal winds that fwell the northern wave,

And where, for many a month, no fun difplays
Above th’ horizon his enlivening rays. . g0
~ Thus all difpes’d, the dame with friendly heart
Now grants the duke permiffion to depart,

Ver. 81, 82. — Andronica—Sophrofyne—] Fortitude and
Temperance, as mentioned in-notes to Book x. ver. 348.

Ver. 81. — with fhips prepar’d;]- Un groffa armata —
a powerful fleet.——There is fome obfcurity in this narrative,

for it does not clearly appear what veflels went with Aftolpho. -

It feems by the poet’s words, when Aftolpho leaves the port of
India, that he had only one galley in which he failed with Andro-
nica and Sophrofyne ; nothing is faid of any armed force through-
out the voyage, till they come to the gulph of Perfia, when the
poct mentions fhips in the plural number,

——— pigliare il porto, e fur converfi

Con la poppa alla ripa i legni vaghi. )
They feck the port, and refting on the ftrand,
With poop to thore the painted veflels ftand.

Vou. II. P But
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But firft, on many a fubje&t grave and {age,
Inftrucion gives, too long to {well the ipage.

And left a hoftile power fhould once again . 95
His fenfes fetter in fome magic chain, -
She on the knight a wondrous book beftow’d, 1
Which fair to fee full many a fecret thow’d :

This for her fake he took — a faithful guide,

- A guard®againft enchantmerits to provide. - ‘100
Here, while his eyes the learned leaves perufe, ’
Each fpelful myftery explain’d he views.

Another gift he brought of magic.power
(A gift fo rare was never feen béfore)
A founding horn that fcatters inftant fear 10§
With horrid noife in every trembling ear. _
Such
Ver. 97. She on the knight —] This fiction of the book is
drawn from Boyardo. Orlando having delivered-a young man
from the power of a giant, receives from the father a prefent of

2 book that would refolve all doubts. Orlando afcends a meun-

tain, the fummit of which was inthabited by a Sphynx, of whom

- he enquires after Angelica: the monfter propofes 2 riddle to

him, but he being unable to anfwer it, kills her, and afterwards

finds the riddle explained in his book. Flordelis has likewife a

book by which fhe enters into a detail with Rinaldo of the feveral

wonders of the garden of Falerina,
" Ore. Innam. Bl i, C. v, xvil.

Ver, 105. A4 founding born — ] This horn appears to
» _ have
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Such was the din, where’er its é_choes {pread; .
The boldeft knight, appall’'d with terror, fled.
' Not

have been in a great meafure the invention of Ariofto, at leaft
in the extent of the wonderful -éffedts here afcribed to it it is
topied by Spenfer. When Arthur is brought by Una te deliver
the Red-crofs knight from the giant Orgolio, his fquire; on thelt
arrival at the caftle gate, founds a hori which is thus defcribed,-

Was never wight that heard that fhrilling found,
But trembling fear did feel in every vein;
Three milés it thiglit be ¢afy heard around,
And echoes three anfwer’d itfelf again ;
Ne falfe enchantment, or deceitful trair, -
Might once abide the tefror of that blaft;
But prefently was void and whally vain ;
No gate fo ftrong, no lock fo firh 4nd faft;
But with that piercing noife flew open guite ahd brat.
Fairy QuEen, B. i; €. viii:

Mr. Warton fays, « It feems rather firange that Spenfer
thould make fo little ufe of this horii. He has not fcrupled to
intfoduce the fhield, though as manifeftly borrowed from Ariofto,
tipon various occafions.”—Notes to FaIry QI_JEEN

“ Turpin mentions a wonderful horn which belonged to
Roland. Olaus Magnus relates, that this horn, which was
called Olivant, was won; together with the fword Durend1
(Durindana, fo celebrated in Ariofto) fromi the giant Jut-
mundus by Rolarid; that its miraculous effedts were fre-
quently fung by the old Iflandic bards in their fpirited odes,
end that it might be heard at the diftance of twenty miles.

- Pa - Abaa
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Not fuch the mingled roar, when winds refound,
When' thunders roll, and earthquakes rock the
' ground ! ' 110
Rich

A horn was a_common expedient for diffolving enchantments.

Cervantes alludes to this incident of romance, where the devil’s.
horn. is founded as a prelude to the difenchanting of Dulcinea:

Dante mentions the horn of Orlando thus: while they are wan-

dering along the banks of Phlegethon, as the twilight of evening

approaches, Dante fuddenly hears the found of a horn wmore

loud than thunder or the horn of Orlando.

Ma io fento fonare alto COrno weem
Non fono fi terribilmente Orlando —eme— ‘
« Virgil’s Ale@o’s horn is as high and extravagant as any
thing of the kind in. romance.
em——— COTNuUQue recurvo
“Tartaream intendit vocem: qua protenus omne .
Contremuit nemus, et fylvee intonuére profunde :
Audiit et Trivise longe lacus, audiit amnis
Sulphurea Nar albus aqua =
‘ ZwEe, Lib. vii. ver. §13.
: e to her crooked horn,
Such 23 was then by Latian fhepherds borne,
Adds all her breath : the rocks and woods around
And mountains tremble at th’ infernal found ; .
The facred lake of T'tivia from afar, - _
‘The Veline fountains and fulphureous Nar, }
Shook at the baleful blaft, the fignal of the war ! )
DrypeN.

See WarTon’s Hiftory of Poetry, vol. iii. p. 246.
' : « It
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Rich in the fairy’s gifts, th’ intrepid duke
His laft farewell with grateful feeling took 3
Ml leaves the port, the quiet bay he leaves,
And in his poop the profperous breeze receives.
And now along the {picy fhore he ﬂic;, ¢ '
‘Where India’s rich and peopled towns arife,
He fees a thoufand ifles on either hand
Difpers’d—and now he views Tomafo’s land :

And

« It is faid (in an old romance) that Alexander gave the
fignal to his whole army by a wonderful horn, of immenfe
magnitude, which might be heard at the diftance of fixty miles,
and that it was blown or founded by fixty men at ence. This
is the-horn which Orlando won from the giant - Jutmundus, and
which, as Turpin and the Iflandic'bards repost, was indued with
magical power. Cervantes fays, that it wis bigger than a wen-
ver's beam. Boyardo, Berni, and Ariofto have all fuch a hokn,
and the fition is here traced to its original fource.”

‘See WarToN's Hiftery of Poetry, vol. i. p. 132.

Ver. 115, And"now along ihe fpicy fbore he flies;] “There
can be little doubt but Taffo had an eye to this book whenhe
defcribed the voyage of Charles and Ubald to bring Rinaldo
from the ifland of Armida. The whole paffage, particularly the
prophecy relating to the future -difcoveries in nzvigatﬁnq, is ex-
ailly in the fpirit of Ariofto.

Ver. 118.—Tomafo’s land:] By the }and of Tomafo is meant
the province of Malabar, where St. Thomas the: Apofle, after
having preached the gofpel to many nations, it is faid at\laft fuf-
fesed martyrdom,

. P 3 « While



‘214 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XV,

And here her courfe the wary pilot veers,
- And bending to the north the vefel fteers: 120
) .
The

“ While Gama lay at anchor ameng the iflands of St. George,
near to Mazambie, there came threg Ethiopians on board (fays
Faria y Spufa) who feeing St. Gabriel painted on the poop, fell
on their knees in token of their Chriftianity, which had begn
preached to them in the primitive times, now corrupted. Itis
reported that the Portuguefe found two or three Abyffinian
.Chriftians in the city of Mombaze, who had an oratory in
their houfe. In the fouth parts of Malabay, ahout 200,000 of
the inhabitants profeffed Chriftianity before the arrival of the
Portuguefe. ‘They called themfelves the Chriftians of St. Theo-
mas, by which Apoftle their anceftors had been converted, For
1300 years they had been under the patriarch of Babylon, who

1 appointed their archbithop. Francifco Rez, a Jefuit miffionary,
. complained to the Portuguefe archbithop of Goa, that when he
- fhewed thefe people an image of our lady, they cried out,
Away with that filthinefs | we are Chn{hans, and do not adore
© jdols or pagods »?
: MIckLE's note to the iiid Lufiad of Camoéns.

-+-Camoéns, at the concluﬁon of his poem, has a particular paf-
fage relative to St. Thomas, in defcnbmg the religious flate of
the feveral provinces of India,

‘Here India's angels, weeping o’er the tomb
‘W here Thomasfleeps, implore the day to come ;
The day foretold, when India’s utmoft thore
Agam fhall hear Meffiah’s blifsful lore.

By India’s banks the holy prophet trod,

- And Gjmges heard him preach the Saviour God.

Where
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The golden foil of Cherfonefus paft,

She ploughs the billows of the watery wafte ;

And views, as near fhe coafts the fertile thores,
Where Ganges to the fea his waters pours ' ‘
With whitening foam——fhe Taprobana views, 125
And Cori§ next; and now her courfe purfues
Where mariners th’ advancing cliffs furvey,

That form, with feas confin'd, a narrow bay.

‘Where pale difeafe erewhile the cheek confum’d,
Health, at his word, in ruddy fragrance bloom’d :
"The grave's dark womb his awful voice obey’d,
And to the chearful day reftor’d the dead :
By heavenly power he rear’d the facred fhrine,
And gain’d the nations by his life divine.
Mickie’s Lufiad, B. x.

See the whole paflage, and the note annexed, for a full account
of this matter.

It is obferved by Mazzoni, in his Defence of Dante, that it
was impoffible from the Cherfonefus for Aftolpho to fee the land
of St. Thomas, being at a diftance of four hundred miles on the
coaft of Malabar ; neither could he, having pafled the Cherfo-
nefus, fee the mouth of the Ganges, which he muft have left

_fome hundred miles behind him in doubling Cape: Comorin.

But Ariofto’s geography appears very -erroneous; he fpeaks of
Cochin as the laft country which they left in India, whereas
Cochin lay the furtheft country to the eaft, and the courfe of
Aftolpho was weftward to the Red Sea. Taflo is much more
corred in his voyage of Rinaldo, Book xiv.

P4 At
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At length the realm of Cochin fhe perceives,

And thence the furtheft bound of India leaves. 130
While thus Aftalpho cuts the briny tide, '

Safe in the condu& of a fkilful guide,

He Andronica afks, if e’er ’twas known

That regions, titled from the fetting fun,

Had fent a venturous bark, with oars and fails, 135

To catch in eaftern feas the driving gales; '

Or veflels thence their conftant track might keep

To France or Britain thro’ th’ unfathom'd deep ?
Then Andronica thus—The earth, embrac’d

With ocean’s arms-that circle round her wafte, 140

On every part collefted waters fees,

‘Where fummers {corch them, or where yvintcrs freeze:

But fince, where Athiopia fouth extends,

Far tow’rds the pole the favage land defcends,

There are who fay that Néptuné’s pewer withftood,

Here finds a barrier to th’ indignant flood. 146

Ver. 133. He Andronica afks,—] Ubald, in Taflo, enquires
searly in the fame manner of his pilot, if any navigators had
gone-the like voyage before. .

' ‘Then Ubald thus began—Say thou, whofe power
Gives us thefe endlefs waters to explore,
Did ever prow before thefe feas divide ?
Tasso’s Jerufalem, B, xv. v. 177.

] Hence
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Hence from our clime no vefiel courts the breeze,
"To fpread her daring fail on Europe’s feas ;
Nor pilot yet, from diftant Europe, braves
‘The leagthen’d tides to ftem our eaftern waves. 150
Far in the weft, when yearé their courfe have rdl’d;
" I fee new Argonauts their fails unfold ;
And many a Tiphys ocean’s depths explore,
To open wondrous ways untry’d before.
Some coafting round the fhelves of Afric, trace 155
Th’ extended country of the fable race,
To pafs the line whence blazing Pheebus burns,
And to your realms from Capricorn returns :
At length the Cape’s extremeft point they 'gain
That feems to part from ours the weftern main : 360
Each clime they view, and fearch, with ceafelefs toiis,
The Perfian, Indian, and Arabian ifles.
Some pafs the pillars rais’d on either ftrand, -
The well-known labour of Alcides’ hand ;
And, like the circling fun, with fails uafurld 165
Explore new lands in fome remoter world.
Ver. 151, Far in the wefly —— |

155. Seme coafting round the /belw:_qf 4fric;—~] The

poet here alludes to the difcoveries in navigation made by the

Spaniards and Portuguefe, the firft dire@ing their courfe to the
weft, and the fecond to the eaft
Behold

S
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Behold the facred: Crofs uprais’d, behold =~

On the green turf th’ imperial faff unroll’d.

Lo! fome to guard their infant navy run,

Some hafte to feize the land their toils have won.

A thoufand chac’d by ten forfake the fields; 171

‘To Arragon the furtheft India yields.

The chiefs of Charles (the fifth that bears the name)

Where’er they pafs, behold them crown’d with fame'!

‘Heaven wills thefe climes, to future failors thown,’

Now reft, and fhall for ages reft unknown, 176

Till in due time a monarch great and wife

Shall like Auguftus o’er the nations rife:

From Arragonian and from Auftrian blood

I fee befide the Rhine’s far winding fiaod 180
This

Ver. 175, Heaven wills thefe climes;—] The poet, in the fol-
lowing paffage, alludes to the difcoveries of the new world by
Chriftopher Columbus : of whom alfo Taffo. -

*Tis thou, Columbus, to another pole
Shall rear the maft and o’er the furges roll ;
Whnle, with a thoufand wings and thoufand eyes,
Fame fcarce purfues thy veflel as it flies !
: ' Book Xv. ver. 234.
Ver. 179. From Arragonian and from JWM bhod] He
celebrates the emperor Charles V. who was born at Ghent in
Flanders, in the year 1500. His father; Philip the Handfome,
archduke
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“This ruler born, whofe valour fhall excel

What pens before could write, or tongues could tell.
By him Aftrea fee recall’d to earth,

Or rather, dead, reviv’d to fecond birth s

And every virtue by her hand replac’d, 185
‘Which wretched mortals from the world had chac’d.
For thefe deferts, th’ eternal will of Heaven '
Mot only to his fovereign rule has given

The crown which Trajan and Auguftus wore,
‘Which Marcus and Severus held before, 190
But bids his power to every realm extend,

Where funs by turns arife, by turns defcend ;

archduke of Auftria, was the fon of the emperor. Maximilian,
and of Mary, the only child of Charles the Bald, the laft prince
of the houfe of Burgundy. His mother Joanna was the fecond
daughter of Ferdinand and Ifabella, king and queen of Caftile
and Arragon. A long train of fortunate events had opened the
way for this young prince to the inheritance of more extenfive
dominions than any European monarch fince Charlemain. He '
was_contemporary with Franeis I. of France, and Henry VIIL.
of Lngland —8ee RoserTsoN’s Hiftory of Charles V.

Many of thefe prediCtions were inferted, or enlaxged, in the
later editions of the poem; for the firft edition was only fifteen
-years after the birth of Charles, and fome of the events did not
take place till after the firft publication: which obfervation will -

~ hold good in feveral other parts of the work,

7 ' And



220 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XV,

And wills that under his apfpicious fway
One faithful flock one thepherd fhould obey.
To work thefe ends th’ Almighty fhall decree 19§
For him unconquer’d chiefs by land and fea.
Lo ! Cortez who fhall Cafar’s arms extend,
And to his potent laws new cities bend ;
With kingdoms fo remote, that yet their name
From weftern regions ne’er to India came. 200
Behold where Prafpero Colonna ftands :
Pefcara’s marquis next my voice demands ;
And,

Ver. 1g7. Lo! CGortex—) After -the navigation to the new
world by Chriftopher Columbus, who had been fent by the king
and queen of Spain, the emperor Charles V. fent Hernan Car-
tez, who made an entire canqueft of the kingdom of Mexice.

. Ver. 201. Bebald where Profpero Golonna fiands :] In the war
-of the Milanefe 1521, the Imperidl troops took the field under
the command of Prolpero Colonna, the moft eminent of the
Italian generals, whofe extreme caution, the effet of long expe-
rience in the art of war, was oppofed, with great propriety, to the
impetuofity of the French. He afterwards drave the French
out of Milan, having defeated them at the battle of Bicocca:
He made himfelf mafter of Genoa. Colonna, at the age of
fourfcort, defended Milan againft the French, who attacked it
under the command of Bonnevit.—See RoBErTsoN’s Hiftory
of Charles V. vol. ii.

Ver. 202. Pefara’s marquis—] ¢ The tﬂaxquis of Pel~
cara was joined with Profpero Colonna in the war of the
: Milanefe :
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And, lo! the third—a youth whofe fingle praife
“With Gallia’s fons th’ Italian name fhall raife.
I fee

Milanefe : he took Milan by affault : he is particularly applauded
for his generous attention. to the chevalier Bayard, at the deatly
* of that brave man. When Mezleres was befieged by the Im-
perialifts, the French committed the defence of the place to
chevalier Bayard, diftinguifhed among his contemporaries by the
appellation of the knight without fear Md without reproach. The
punétilious honour‘ and formal gallantry of this man bore =
nearer refemblance, than any thing recorded in hiftory, to the
charaller afcribed to the heroes of chivalry he poflefled all the
talents that form a great general. When the French: were
obliged to quit. the Milanefe, the chevalier received in an action
a mortal wound, and being unable to continue any longer on
horfeback, he ordered one of his attendants to place him under a
tree, with his. face tawards the enemy ; then fixing his-eyes onr
the guard of his. fword, which he held up- inftead*of a crof, he
addrefled his prayers to God ; and in this pofture, which became:
his chara@ter both as a foldier and as a- Chriftian; he' calmly:
waited the approach of death. Bourbon, who-led thie foremoft
of the enemy’s troops, found him in. this fituation, and exprefled
regret and pity at the fight. < Pity not me,” cried the high-
fpirited chevalier; « I die as 2 man of honour ought, in the dif-
charge of my duty: They indeed are objefts of pity, who fight.
againft their king, their country, and their cath.” . The marquis:
de Pefcara, pafing foon after, manifefted his admiration of.
Bayard’s virtues, as well as his forrow for his fate, -with the gene=
rofity of a gallant enemy; and finding that he could not be.
removed with fafety from that fpot,.ordered a tent to be pitched.
there, and appointed proper perfons to attend him, He died,
notwithftanding
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I fee him now in glorious zeal prepare ' 20§
With thefe to ftrive, from thefe the wreath to bears
The generous courfer thus with rapid pace
Contends, and leaves his rivals of the race:

Such is Alphonfo, fuch his worth appears;

So far above the promife of his years, 210
‘Th’ imiperial monarch fhall in him eonfide

To lead his armies and his councils guide,

Till by this chief his warlike thundets hurl’d,

' Shall fpread his banners o’er the fubjeé world.

‘Nor lefs his empire whete the billows roar 214

From Europe’s bounds to Afric’s burning fhore

notwithftaniding their care, as his dnceftors for feveral generations
had done, in the field of batde. Pefcara ordered his body to be
embalmed, and fent to his relations. Pefcara died at the age of
thirty-fix, and left behind him the reputation of being one of the
greateft generals and ableft politicians of that century.”
RoserTson’s Hiftory of Charles V. vol. it.

Ver. 209. Such is Alphonfo,—] Alphonfo D’Avolo, marquis
of Vafco, fucceeded the marquis of Pefcara. He was governor
in Milan. He was remarkable for the beauty of his countenance.
He was taken by Philippino Dorea, at the fiege of Naples, and
contrafted an intimate friendthip with Andrew Dorea. Thefe
three were captains of Charles V, in all his vi®ories over Fran-
cis: He died the year before Franets.~Evcenico, Por-
CACCHI. .

‘There

.
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" There equal conqueft fhall hig arms attend,

‘When gallant Dorea he fecures. his friend.

Lo! this the Dorea, who fhall bravely free-

From numerous. pirates all your midland fea. 220’

Ver. 219. Lo this the Dorea,—] ¢ Andrew Dorea was
the ableft fea-officer of his age: by his affiftance, Lauttec,
generaliffimo of the French, made himfelf mafter of Genoa.
At length, difgufted with the French, he revolted to the em-
peror. This gallant officer, the citizen of a republic, and train-
ed up from his infancy in the fea-fervice, retained the fpirit of
independency natural to the former, together with the plain
liberal manners peculiar to the latter. A perfe@t ftranger to
the arts, of fubmiffion or flattery neceflary in courts, but con-
fcious at the fame time of his own merit and importance, he
always offered his fervice with freedom, and often preferred his
complaints and remonftrances with boldnefs. Dorea, having
left the French fervice, meditated the delivery of Genoa from
the yoke it groaned under, which he foon effe&ted ; and it was
then in his power to have rendered himfelf the fovereign of his
country: but, with a magnanimity of which there are few ex-
amples, he’ facrificed all thoughts of aggrandizing himfelf, to
the virtuous fatisfaltion of eftablithing liberty in his country.
By his wife conduét he put a ftop.to all faction, and lived to a
great age, beloved, refpeted, and honoured. His memory is
ftill reverenced by the Genoefe, and he is diftinguithed in the
public monuments, and celebrated in the works of their hif-
torians, by the moft honourable of all appellations, THE FATHER
OF HIS COUNTRY, AND THE RESTORER OF ITS LIBERTY.”

S¢e RoBerTs0N’s Hiftory of Charles V. vol. fii. |
' Not
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Not fuch was Pompey’s praife, tho’ wafting {warms
Of corfairs he fubdu’d with Roman arms ;

For what was Dorea’s nam’d with PomW’s power,
"That bow’d-each fate and ravag’d every thote?
Yet he by condu& wife, and dauntlefs might, 22§
Shall purge the feas—till from rude Calpe’s height
‘To fevenfold Nile, wheme’er his name they hear,

I fee the diftant nations fhake with fear. ‘

- Behold conduéed by this leader’s hand |

Imperial Charles has reach’d Bologna’s'land. 230
Lo! to admit him wide the gates are thrown,
His awful btows receive the facred crown.-

Ver. 221. Nt fuch was Pompey's pmﬁ,—] Andrew, with
twelve gallies, freed the ports and feas from corfairs; and the
terror of his name was fo great, that Barbarofla, the admiral of
Tunis, many times fhunned to engage him. Pompey the Great
was deputed by the fenate to clear the feas of pirates, which he
cffe®ed in a fhort time; but as Pompey was fupported by the
whole force of the Roman emnpire, the poet here extols the valour
and condu& of Dorea, who performed fuch fetvice with fo in-
confiderable a force.

Ver. 229.  Behold condused by this leader’s hand

Imperial Charles—] The emperor Charles V.
coming to Bologna to receive from Pope Clement the crown
of the.empire, embarked at Barcelona on board Dorea’s gal-
lies,ewho having driven the French from Genoa, received the
emperor in that city, in order to condué him thence to Bo-

logna. '
His
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His country’s freedom patriot Dorea gains,

‘When others for themfelves had forg’d her chains.
Such generous zeal fhall longer glory yield, 335
Than Julius’ battles in the fanguine field ;

Where Gallig, Spain, or Britain’s diftant fhore,
Afric, or Theflaly, confefs’d his power.

Not great O&tavius; nor Antonius great,

The mighty rival of O&avius’ fate, 240
Such wreaths deferves—th’ ambition that annoy’d
Their nation’s freedom every praife deftroy’d |

Let thefe, let all who ftrive their country’s fame
To fink in bondage, glow with guilty fhame ;

Nor dare to lift their eyes, where’er they hear . 245
Great Dorea’s honours breath’d in every ecar.
Behold where Charles (whofe ampler bounty flows
On virtupus Dorea’s worth) on him beftows

A fruitful foil; which gift in Puglia lays

The firft foundation of the Norman praife. 240
Nor he alone, but all like him who dare

In Cxfar’s caufe the deathful combat fhare,
Partake his fmiles, and happier Czfar’s breaft

For lands and cities, through his grace poffe(s’d

Ver. 248. . ———e——on him beflows
A fruitful foihb—] The emperor having created
Dorea high admiral of the feas, gave him in Puglia the princi-
pality of Melfi. PorcaccHI.
Vou. 11, Q By



236 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XV. |

By thofe he loves, or thofe whofe worth obtaing 2 55 |
His bounty, than for all the realms he gains.

While Andronica thus each chief difplays
Whofe future deeds the name of Charles fhall raife;
Her fair companion to the eaftern gales
Now fhifts, and now extends, the bending fails: 260 |
Now this, now that, fhe courts to fpeed their courfe,
And now decreafes, now asgments their force. |
At length the Perfian fea their veffel laves,
And round ‘them flows a vaft expanfe of waves.
Few daYs were paft, when to the gulph they came,
To which of old the Magi gave the name: 266
They feek the port, and refting on the fand
- ‘With poop to fhore the painted veffels ftand.
And how Aftolpho from Alcina’s power
Purfues his path in fafety on the fhore : 270
Where many a plain he travels, many a wood,
And many a defert vale and mountain rude.

Ver. 259. Her fair companion—] Fornari allegorizes the
paflage thus :—Andronica (Fortitude) fpeaks of high atchieve-
ments and vi€tories: Sophrofyne (Temperance) rules and re-
prefles the wind ; that is, governs and keeps in due bounds the
paflions and affections of the foul.

Ver. 266. To which of old the Mag: gave tbe name:] The
Magi were an ancient fect of Perfia, that for a long time ufurped
the kingdom. In the Perfian gulph was a port called from them
the port of the Magi.

There

-
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There oft by day, and oft by m_idnight thade,
What murderous bands his lonely fteps invade !
Lions and dragons fell his eyes {urvey, 275
With every beaft that haunts the dreary way.
But when he to his lip the horn applies,
Each ruffian foe, each favage monfter flies.

Arabia, nam’d the happy, now he gains,
Incenfe and myrh perfume her grateful plains: 280
The virgin Pheenix there, in feats of reft,
Seleéts from.,all the world her balmy neft.
He faw where once, for Ifracl’s chafen band,
Th’ avenging waters,: by divine command,
Proud Pharach with his numerous hoft o’erthrew ;
At length he near the land of heroes drew. 236
By Trajan’s banks he fpurs, with winding coum&;,
His fteed, unmatch’d in fwiftnefs as:in force:
When o’er the field he leads the boundmg race,.
No cye his footftep in the duft can trace; 290 -
Soft fnows and tender grafs his hoofs fuftain,
He {weeps unbath’d the billows of the main:

Ver. 286. At length be near the land of heroes drew.] By

this muft be underftood the land cejebrated for the heroes of
ancient ftory.

Ver. 287. By Trajan’s banks—] He means by this the
cut made by Trajan, extending from the Nile to the Red

Sﬂ' -
Q.2 © Argalia
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Argalia‘own’d hini laterio rhortal fire * -

He kpew, conceiv’d of nimble wind and fire:

Not fillI'd with earthly food, his purer frame  29;

Was nurs’d with ‘air, and-Rabican his name.
Aftolpho fill his eager way purfu’d - . -

To where the Nile réccivcs.tlxe leffer flaod. -

But ere he reach’d the river’s mouth, hke-{py’d .

A bark that tow’rds him {wiftly ﬂ;cmm’d the fide,

An aged hermit in the ftegn:appedr’d; " . - 305

Adown his bofom wav'd-his filver beard, o

With frequent criés he call’d the knight fo-take

With him proteétion, and the land forfake. -

O:! if thou prizétt life, my.fon (hé faid) =~ jog

Nor feek'ft this:day to.mingle:with the-dead,

Speed to the further fhore withobit-deldy;

_For yonder path:to death will lead thy way.: "
Scarce fhalt thou pafs a few thort miles, before
Thine eyes thall view the dwelling red with gore::
1In this his life 4 dreadful gient'leads, . - - jur
-Whofe: height, by.many a foot, the height exceeds
Of human race~—no traveller or knight

Can ever thence. efcape by, forcc'or'ﬂi'ght :

Ver, 296 =~ Rabjcan bis name.] ‘The account of this
horfe xs in Boyardo. See Note ta Book vii, ver 481, -

-

All
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All cruelties his fiend-like arts contrive ; 315"
He flaughters fome, and fome devours alive.:

To feize the wretch his glutton maw deftroys,
With éruel fport Ke firft a net employs -

Of wondrous make, and near the ‘cave with care
Hides in the yellow fands the fatal fnare. 320
. Who comes untutor’d in his fubtie wiles,

Nor knows the danger, nor fufpeéts the toils ;

" Then tow’rd the deftin’d place with horrid cries,
He drives the ftranger, who affrighted flies, |

Till with loud laughter he beholds his net 325
With tangling mefhes every limb befet. »
No traveller he fpares, nor knight, nor dame

Of high repute or undiftinguifh’d name:

He fucks the marrow and the blood he drains;

He chews the flefh ; the bones beftrew the plains ;
And dire with human fkins on every fide = . 331
He hangs his dwelling round in horrid pride.

Then hear, my fon, confent yon path to take .

That to the fea fecure thy way will make,

Good father, thanks! and deem not I defpife 335
Thy proffer’d love (the fearlefs knight replies) ;
But-danger light againft my glory weighs,

Nor life I prize compar’d with endlefs praife.
Thou feek’ft to thake my fix’d refolves in vain,
Beheld I hafte yon drear abode to gain, | 340

Q3 With
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With lofs of honour fafety might be won,

But more than death fuch fafety muft I thun.

If now I go, what can I fuffer more

Than what fuch numbers there have met before 2

Yet fhould Heaven’s power fo far my arms fuftain, 345

That he fhould yield, and 'vi&or I remain,

Behold I make yon path fecure for all ;

Slight harm may chance, but greater good befal :

My fingle life expos’d in balance weigh

Againft the thoufands I may fave to-day. 350
Go then in peace, my fon (the hermit cries)

Heaven fend his ahgel Michael from the fkies,

To guard thy perfon in the hour of fight |

So fpoke the fimple fire, and blefs’d the kn_éght,

Who, as 'by Nilus’ banks the fteed he guides, 355

More in his horn than in his fword confides. o
Between the rapid ftream and fens there lay

Amid the fands a narrow, lonely way,

That foon the champion to the dwelling drew,

Whofe ruthlefs.hoft no tender pity knew. 369

Of wretches thither led, around were ftrung

" Diffever'd heads, and naked limbs were hung ;

. And
Ver. 361.  wee—around were firung
‘ Diffever’d beads;—] The dwelling of this giant

refembles the den of Cacus in Virgil ;
o SR a— fcmw-
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And not a gate or window there but thew’d
Some horrid fragment drapping fable blood.
~ As in the Alpine heights, or ruftic town, 365
The hunter, long in fylvan perils known,
Aloft fufpends the paws and fhaggy {poils
of favage boars, the t_rophiés of his toils ;
So the fierce giant would.the mightieft tell
That in his power by cruel fortune fell, 370
The bones of others fpread the country o’er,
And every ditch is fill'd with human gore.
Before the cave Caligorant appears,
(Such is the name the dreadful giant bears)
Who, for rich rooins with gold and tap’ftry fpread,
Adorns his horrid manfion with the dead. 376
He fees the duke at diftance on the plain,
He fees, and fcarcely can his joy contain;
For thrice the moon had chang’d, and not a knjght
Had pafs’d that way to glut his lenglag fight. 380

p—e—e—f{emperque recenti
Czde tepebat humus ; foribusque affixa fuperbis,
Ora virGim rifti pendebant pallida tabo.
Znz1p, Lib. viii,
With copious flaughter fmok’d the purple floor ;
Pale heads hung horrid on the lofty dbor, }
Dreadful to view ! and dropp’d with crimfon gore.

. . Prr, ver, 257.
. $ee likewife Por, yPHEME in Homer,

Q4 Naw
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Now tow’rds the fen with eager pace he {peeds,
(The fen o’ergrown with fedge and fpiky reeds)

In hope to drive the champion in the bands

That clofe were fpread beneath the treacherous fands;
As oft before he many a wretch had caught, 385
" Whom evil deftiny had thither brought.

Soon as the Paladin the foe furvey’d,

Awhile in deep fufpenfe he cautious ftay'd ;

Left, as the hermit warn’d, his courfer’s feet
Should unawares th’ entangling mefhes meet. 390
But here his magic horn the warrior tries ;

His magic horn its wonted aid fupplies.

The giant hears, and ftruck with fudden fright
Reprints his backward fteps: the Chriftian knight
‘Repeats the blaft: amaz’d in every fenfe 395

The giant flies, but knows not where nor whence;
Headlong he rufhes on the toils, enfnar’d

In his own toils for others oft prepar’d :

The net extending drags him to the ground,

And clafps in twining links his body round. 400
Afto]pho, who th’ enormous bulk furvey’d

Low ftretch’d on earth, at once with naked blade
Leap’d from his fteed, for many a thoufand dead
‘To take due vengeance on the murderer’s head. -

But
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But now, he fears, to kill his wretched thrall, 405

Mankind would bafenefs more than courage call,
‘While on the plain all motionlefs he lies
Faft fetter’d with indiffoluble ties.

This net of fteel with more than mortal art
Had Vulcan fram’d, to break whofe fmalleft part 410
No ftrength avail’d : with this of old were bound
Venus and Mars in Love’s embraces found.
‘The jealous God contriv’d the fubtle toils,
"I’ entrap the God of arms and Queen of fmiles. -
Hermes from Vulcan this by ftealth remov’d, 41 5
"T'o feize fair Chloris, long his beft belov’d ;
Chloris, of bright Aurora's train, who flies
Before the fun, and round the dappled fkies-
. From her full veft the filver lily ftrows,
The purple violet, and blufhing rofe. 420
Her clofely Hermes watch’d, till with the fnare
One day he caught the flying nymph in air.

Ver. 416, — Ghloris, —] Chloris was a nymph of whom
Zephyrus was enamoured ; and having fpoiled her of her virginity,
he gave her the name of Flora. She was alfo called Zéphyretta,
from the name of the wind: Pope gives this laft name to one of
his Sylphids. .

The ﬂuttermg fan be Zephyretta’s care.

Raprg of the Lock.
I , Then
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Then was it known for ages to remain

Within Canopus at Anubis’ fane.

Three thoufand years elaps’d, at laft arofe 42§

Caligorant, the worft of impious foes,

Who feiz’d with daring hand the net divine,

And fir'd the town, and robb’d the holy fhrine.
From this Aftolpho takes a length to bind

‘The caitiff ’s arms ; thefe pinion’d clofe behind 430

With band on band fecur’d he firmly ties,

Then from the net he frees and bids him sife.

His fiercenefs tam’d, fubmiffive now he ftands,

Mild as fome damfel, to the knight’s commands,

Who thinks to lead him thence, in triumph thown 434

Thro’ many a city, fort, and peopled town;

With him refolv’d the wondrous net to take,

Whofe like no mortal tool or hand could make,

Then on his captive’s back he lays the weight,

And leads behind him in vi€torious ftate T 449

The wretch, configning to his fervile care

The ponderous helm and mafly fhield to bear ;

And welcome joy imparts where’er he goes,

Since fear no more the pilgrim’s bofom knows.

Thus

Ver. 444. Since fear no more—7] < Ariofto, by Caligorant
and his net, had an hiftorical allufion to a famous fophift and
heretic
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Thus pafs’d Aftolpho, till he near efpies . 44§
The well-known pyramids of Memphis rife ; ‘
Memphis, that draws her greateft fame from thefe ;
Now crowded Cairo he before him fees.

The people flock to view with eager eye

The giant’s towering height and wondering cry; 450
Whence could yon pigmy knight fuch prowefs fhow,
To bind in captive chains {6 huge a foe ?

While each beholds him with enraptur’d gaze,
And gives him every palm of knightly praife.

Not then fuch ftreets and domes could Cairo boaft
As now fuffice not half th’ unnumber’d hoft 456
That there refide ; tho’ great each manfion’s height,
*Tis faid that hundreds pafs unhous’d the night.
There in a caftle fair the Soldan dwells,

v

Whofe fpacious ftructure others far excels ; 460
And thrice five thoufand, held in vaffal awe,
All renegados from the Chriftian law,

heretic of his own time, who entangled people in his fophiftical . ~

net of falfe logic: this heretic and fophift became an orthodox
and ufeful man afterwards, as Caligorant did when foiled by his
weapon, and well inftructed by Aftolpho. Ariofto’s poem, like
Spenfer’s, is full of hiftorical allufions, as well as moral allegories.
Ariofto has imaged the giant and net of Caligorant from the
gxant Zambardo in Orlando Innamorato, Book i. c. vi.’
UrTon’s Notes on Spenfcr
With
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With wives, and fteeds, and each domeftic train,
Beneath one roof his ample walls contain.
Where Nile his ftream to Damiata guides, 465
And where he ruthes in the briny tides,
Aftolpho pafs’d, yet none (fo went the fame)
Efcap’d alive or free that thither came.
There on the fhore, and near the mouth of Nile,
Lodg’d in a tower a robber liv’d by fpoil 470
Of travellers and pilgrims thither led,
And even to Cairo’s gates his rapine fpread :
For though his limbs a thoufand wounds receive,
Not one the caitiff could of life bereave.
‘To prove if aught avail’d in bloody ftrife 478
T'o make the Sifters cut his thread of life,
Aftolpho now to Damiata came, ‘
And fought the wretch—=Orilo was his name.
Arriving
Ver. 478. —— Orilo was bis name.] Here follows one of the

moft- extravagant of Ariofto’s fictions: it is continued from the
Orlando Innamorato ; the ftory is thus told by Boyardo.

‘After the brothers Gryphon and Aquilant were delivered
from the caftle of the fairy, where Mandricardo had won the
arms of Heétor, they purfued their journey together, till they
met two ladies, attended by two dwarfs; one lady was clothed
in white, and the other in black veftments; the dwarfs were
apparclled in like manner; and onc lady rode a white, and
. the
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Arriving where the fea receives the Nile,

He fees the caftle on the fandy foil, 430

Where dwelt th’ enchanted foul, no fon of earth,
Who from an imp and fairy drew his birth.
Already there the fightewith dreadful rage
He fees two warriors with Orilo wage.
Alone Orilo ftood ; but fuch his might, "~ 48%
That fcarce their fkill fuffic’d each noble knight
Himfelf to guard; yet long for valour known,
Their fame in arms o’er all the world was blown. -
Thefe youths their birth from Olivero take,
Gryphon the white, and Aquilant the black. 490
When firft the field the necromancer fought,
With great advantage on his fide he fought:
With him a monfter came, to whom the earth
Of Egypt gives its unpropitious birth
He bafks on fhore, or lives beneath the flood, 495
And human bodies are his dreadful food,
the -other a black palfrey. Thefe ladies, knowing that the
ftars threatened the two knights with untimely death in France,
in order to prevent their fate, engaged them to undertake
the conqueft of Orilo, who could not be killed by a mortal
weapon. The knights had a dreadful battle with him, and flew
a crocodile, which the necromancer brought with him; and the
event continued undecided, when a knight arrived, leading a giant
-in chains, OrvL. InNam. B. 1. C. ii. iii

When

-
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' When thoughtlefs pilgrims by his rage are flain,
©r wretched mariners that plough the main.

The breathlefls monfter, ftretch’d along the fand,
A victim lies to each brave brother’s hand:  goo
But not a wound can ftern Crilo feel,

Though both the youths their blows united deal :
Full oft his limbs they lop, but lop in vain ;

Nor, though difmember’d, can he yet be flain.
Depriv’d of hand or leg, his magic power 505
Returns it to the place it held before. | _

Now Gryphon to the teeth drives through his creft;
Now Aquilant divides him to the breaft:

He laughs at all their blows in fell difdain ; -

They rave to find their blows beftow’d in vain. 510
So when we fee the liquid metal fall,

Which chemifts by the name of Hermes call,
Though here and there the parts diffever’d roll,
They foon again unite to form the whole. -
His head lopt off, Orilo fwift defcends, 513
And eager in its fearch his arm extends ;

Now by the nofe he takes it, now the hairs,

And, fixing on the neck, the lofs repairs.

Then vainly in the ftream that near them flows

-_Brave Gryphon's hand the fever’d vifage throws: 520
Orilo
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Orrilo dives the bottom to explore,
And with his head returns unhurt to fhore, N
Two lovely dames, in comely garments. drefs’d,
This clad in white, and that in fable veft,
Who firft to battle urg'd each gallant knight, 524
Stood near befide to view th’ unequal fight.
‘Thefe were the fairies, whofe benignant care
Had bred from earlieft years the noble pair,
When from two ravenous birds they fnatch’d away
The harmlefs babes that'in their talons 1ay; s3a
Convey’d from weeping Sigifmunda’s hand,
And borne far diftant from their native land, .
But wherefore fhould I on this ftory dwell,
A ftory ail mankind have known fo well ?
Now from thefe climes withdraws the golden day,
The happy ifles receive the parting ray: 536
Ver. §27. Thefe were the fairies,—] See the foregoing note.
Boyardo lightly touches on the education and early adventures
of thefe brothers, with the care taken of them by the two fairies;
but feems, for particulars, to allude to fome other ftory, which,

though it has efcaped the tranflator’s knowledge, mlght be faml-
liar to the readers of Boyardo and Ariofto.

Ver. 535. Now from thefe climes—] All the following paflage,
to the conclufion of the adventure with Orilo, is Ariofto’s own,
though engrafted on Boyardo’s fiction.

Ver. 536.  The happy ifles—] The Canary iflands.
3 ‘ Pale
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Pale in the fthade-the mifty objects gleam,

And the moon glimmers with a doubtful beam 3

‘When fierce Orilo to his fort retir’d ;

For now the white and fable dame requird 446

To ftay the combat, till the rofeate morn

In caftern fkies fhould make her wifh’d return.

Aftolpho now, to whom before were known,

By each device, but more their valour fhown,

Gryphon and Aquilant, with eager pace 548

Adyanc’d, and held them in a ftri€ embrace.

Not lefs the brethren, when in him who drew

The giant chain’d, the Englifh duke they knew,

With joy carefs’d him, who to Gallia came

Known by the baron of the leopard’s name. 436
The virgins led the warriors to repofe,

Where near in view a ftately palace rofe;

Whence fquires and damfels met them on the way,

With many a torch that catt a blazing ray.

Their courfers to th’ attending grooms confign’d, 5§

The knights unarm, and in a garden find,

Plac’d by a cryftal fountain’s murmuring tide,

A plenteous board with various cates fupply’d.

Then with a fnaﬁ"y ponderous chain they bind

The giant, on the grafly turf confin’d, 560

| ' Ty'd
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Tied to an oak’s rough trunk, whofe fturdy height
Had years defy’d; and left the foe by night / .
'Should feek to loofe his bonds, and work them harm,
_Ten foldiers round him watch’d to give th’ alarm.
The Coﬁly wines that crown the fumptuous board,
With favoury viands, lefs delight afford -~ 466
‘Than the fweet converfe of the focial hour:
But chief Orilo and his magic power v
Engrofs the talk ; while ftill to every mind
It feems a dream, that head or arm disjoin’d, 570
And caft to earth, thould thus again unite,
And he return more daring to the fight.
Already good Aftolpho counfel took ;
And foon he gathers from his wondrous book, -
No mortal hands Orilo’s life can end, " og7s
Till from his head one fatal hair tbey‘ rend;
‘That loft, he dies—thus far the book can fthow,
But tells not how the fatal hair to know.
Not lefs Aftolpho conqueft now enjoys,
“Than if his arms had won the glorious prize; 58a
And foon to each he makes his purpofe known,
To take th’ adventure on himfelf alone,
To flay Orilo; would the brethren yield.
To him the trial of the doubtful field.
You. 1L, R Thefe
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Thefe, well aflur’d his courage vain to find, 585
Freely to him the arduous tafk refign’d.

Aurora through the fkies her light extends,
‘When the fierce robber from his fort defcends.
Aftolpho and Orilo rufh to fight ;'

One wields the mace, and one the falchion bright.

Aftolpho long effays fome well-aim’d blow, 591
To chace the groaning fpirit from his foe.

' Now, with the mace lopt off, his better hand,

Now cither arm, falls bleeding on the fand :

With backward ftroke he cuts him now in twain, §gg

And with his members piecemeal ftrews the plain :

As oft Orilo bids the parts unite, .

And wondrous ftands with new-recoverd might.

Him in a hundred parts Aftolpho hews ;

As oft his fever’d frame itfelf renews. 600

Amidft a thoufand ftrokes, one happier {ped

- At length above the fhoulders reach’d his head;

The head and helmet from the trunk it rends :

Sudden Aftolpho from his feat defcends :

Now in the matted locks with eager fpeed 6og

His hand he faftens, and femounts his fteed ;

Againft the courfe of Nile he fpurs, he flies, .

And far from fad Orilo bears the prize.

3 .. Meantime
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Meantime the wizzard haftens to explore
(Uncon{cious what had paft) the fandy fhore. 610 |
But when he finds the knight and courfer fled,
Had to the diftant foreft borne his head; -
He takes his fteed, and on the faddle ligh¢
He leaps, and haftens to purfue the knight.
He would have cry’d to bid the warrior ftay, 61 §
But the fierce duke had borne his torigue dway.
He fpurs, he gives the rein; but Iike the wind
Soon Rabicano leaves him far behind:

And now Aftolpho for the fatal hair -
Explor’d the head with unairailing carey - 620
Eager to find, what found would end the ftrife,
From which Orilo drew immortal life.
Perplex’d he view’d the locks, alike in hue;
Nor where to fix his doubtful choice he kmew
At length—L et all be fhorn (the warrior cries); 62§
And well his fword the place of fhears fupplies.
The head his left, the fword his rig}it hkand bears,
With this he fhaves around th’ innumerous hairs.
Among the reft the fatal hair he fhears, |
Ghaftly and ‘pale at once the face appears : 630

The
Ver. 630. Ghaftly and pale—] Whatever may be the ex« |

travagance of the fiction, yet the defcriptive force of thefe
L R 2 " : lines
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The eyes roll inward, every fymptom thows
That life at laft has touch’d its wretched clofe =

lines muft be allowed to be admirable; and the inftant change of
the features, on cutting the fatal hair, exhibits a moft firiking
picture. Metaftafio has a fine paflage of a fimilar kind, where
the head of Holofernes is cut off by Judith, which the thus
defcribes :

Ecco Porribil capo
Dragli omeri divifo.
Guizza il tronco recifo
Sul fanguigno terren’ : balzarmi fento
11 tefchio femivivo
Sotto la man, che’l foftinea : quel volto
A un tratto fcolorir ; mute parole,
Quel labro articolar ; quegli occhi intorno
Cercar del fole i rai, : .
Morire, e minacciar, vidi e tremai.
Beturra Lip. Part ii.
~——— Behold the dreadful vifage
Now fever'd from the trunk, the headlefs trunk
Sinks on-th’ infanguin’d:earth—beneath my hand
That bore the weight, I felt the gafping head
Half living, more convulfive—from the face
All colour fled—the lips effiy’d in vain
The unform’d word—the ghaftly rolling eyes
Yet fought the light, and threaten’d even in death.
I faw and trembled |——
BBTHULIA DevrLivERED,
- An Italian commentdtor fays, that by Orilo the poet figures =
noted Alchymift of his time; and by Aftolpho, who deprives
him of the means of rejoining his limbs, he denotes the pcxfon
who cured him of his error.

: The
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. The headlefs trunk that follow’d, fudden lies

Fall’n from its feat; no more again to rife.
Aftolpho now the dames and warriors fought; 635

An his viGorious grafp the head he brought,

With all the figns of late departed breath ;

And fhow’d afar the carcafe ftretch’d in death.

>Twas doubtful, when thie brother champions view’d

Orilo flain, what fecret thoughts enfu’d 640 '

Ver. 635. Affobho now the dames—] The ftory broken off
by Boyardo is taken up by Ariofto, who brings Aftolpho with
Caligorant prifoner, to finith the adventure by the help of his
book. The circumftances of the battle between the brothers
and Orilo, are nearly the fame in both poets.

« The difficulty which prince Arthur finds in killing Male-
- ger, feems to be copied by Spenfer from the encounter of
Gryphon and Aguilant with Orilo, who, like Maleger, receives
no injury from all the wounds that are given him; and the cir-
cumftances by which Maleger’s death is effe@ed, partake much
of the fantaftic extravagance of thofe by which Orilo is at laft
killed.”~W arToN’s Obfervations on Spenfer.
He ftroke at him fo fternly, that he made
An open paffage through his riven breaft,
That half the fteel behind his breaft did reft ;
Which drawing forth, he Jooked evermore,
_When the heart blood fhould guth out of his cheft,
Or his dead corfe fhould falt upon the floor,
But his dead corfe upon the floor fell nathemore,
' Fairy Queen, B.ii. c. xi. ft. 37.

R 3 In
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In eithér breaft, perchance difpleas’d to find -
Their hop’d-for wreaths another’s temples bind.
Nor yet more grateful than to either knight
Seem’d to each dame the iffue of the fight, -
~ \Who held them with Orilo there engag'd 644

1In fruitlefs toil, while thus the war they wag'd, --
To keep them both from France, where cruel ftrife
Had menac’d foon to clofe their youthful life.

Soon as in Damiata’s town declar'd,

Orilo’s death had reach’d the caftle-guard, 659
The chief (as there the eaftern nations ufe)
Difmifs’d a dove to Cairo with the news.
The meffage {wift he bears; beneath his wing
The letter faften’d by a flender ftring. - . ,
Another dove difmifs'd the tidings fpread 653
O’er Egypt foon of fierce Orilo dead. :

Th’ adventure finifh’d thus, Aﬁolph_o warms
The brother-knights to noble deeds of arms
In aid of Charles—yet little each requires
To fan the generous ardor that infpires 66a

Ver. 652. Difnif’d.a dwe—] This praice followed in
_ Egypt of fending advices to diftant parts, is defcribed by Taflo,
" Thefe winged heralds thus the mandates bear

Of eaftesn nations through the fields of air.

B, xviit, ver. 350.
His
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His gallant breaft, t* affert the church’s caufe, -
From infult to defend the Roman laws,

And’midft their focial bands to merit ﬁr{t.applaufc.
Thus Aquilant and Gryphon took their leave
Of either dame, who while they deeply grieve 665

At fuch refolve, yet could not here oppofe -
"The glorious purpofe which from virtue rofe.
But ere the warriors bent to France their way,
They turn’d afide their pious rites to pay
In fainted regions, with the prefence bleft 670
Of Gop himfelf, in human fleth confefs’d.

The right they follow’:d, tho’ the left hand thow'd ~
A path more pleafing, where the winding road |
Clofe by the {ca in eafy journey lay:
Lonely the right, and horrid was the way ; 675
But fooner this, by many tedious days,
To Paleftine the traveller conveys.
Here ftreams were found, and herbage cloth’d the

plain, . '
But every other good is fought in vain.
Hence ere they parted, with fofefc'eing care’ 680
They due provifions for their ufe prepare,
And on the giant’s fhoulders place the freight,
Whofe ftrength fuffic’d to bear a caftle’s weight,
R 4 ' Soon
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. Soon as they reach’d the mountain’sarduous height,
To! fudden ftretch’d before their raptur’d fight 6835
That holy land, where never-ending Grace

Clca,ns"d with his blood the fins of human race.
' When now the warriars near the city drew,
They met 2 noble youth, whom well they knew,
of Mcccé, Sanfonctto was his name, 6g0
His vijrtu,es great, and great his knightly fame :
In early prime of life, above his years
For prudence fam’d, and reverenc’d by his peers.
Orlando to our faith had brought the knight,
And with his hand beftow’d the Chriftian rite, 693
Him there employd in building forts they find,
Again‘{’c th’ Egyptian Caliph’s bounds defign’d ;
And now he frames the walls, t’ inclofe around
Mount Calvary, and fence the hallow’d ground.
From him fuch welcome every knight receives, 700
As the free foul to worth congenial gives.
He leads them to the gates with courteous grace,
And in his court afligns an honour’d place.
"Thofe parts h_c rul’d , and there vicegerentynade
By royal‘ Charles, the empire jultly fway'd. 708

Ver. 690,  Sanfonetto —] The name of this knight does not
appear in the Innamorato. s

To
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To him Aftolpho.gave his. canquer’d prize, -
‘That captive gidat of fo hiige a:fize; '

- With whofe ftrong nerves enorgious weights to bear,
Ten beafts' af burthen: fcarcely could compare. .
‘With him Afalpho on the knight beftowd” 710
‘The wondrous net to which he conqueft ow’d.
From Sanfonetto then the duke receiv’d
A caftly belt with rich embroidery weav’d ;

And two fair {purs, refplendent to behold,
Gold were the buckles, and the rowels gold, - 715
Believ’d the champion’s once, whofe valiant deed
The holy virgin from the dragon freed :
© With
Ver. 716. Believ'd'the chamgion’s once, wlwft vdliant deed
The holy virgin from the dragen freed:] St. George,
the tribune of Cappadocia, according to the legendary fable, tra-
- velling through Lybia, delivered a virgin, a king’s daughter, who
was on the point of being devoured by a dragon: but Ariafto
feems rather to allude to the myftic fenfe of the ftory, by which
the virgin is made the-type of Faith or Religion, and the dragon
her ancient enemy (the old ferpent) fubdued by hqly Fortitude.
‘Taflo has a paflage, where he defcribes the mother of Clorinda

paying her fecret devotions to a picture of this kind, which feems
to ngc the whole an allegorical turn,
Her pi¢tur’d room 2 facred ftory thows,
Where rich with life each mimic figure glows ¢
. There whitt as fnow appears a lovely maid,
And, ncar, a dragon’s hideous form difplay’d :
5 . A champion

‘
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With many a prize as rare were thefe obtain’d

By Sanfonetto, when he Zaffa gain’d.

. Their fins abfolv’d, amidft a faintly band 720
Of fathers-held in reverence through the land -

For pious works, they vifit every fhrine,

To meditate on myfteries divine :

Thefe thrines, which now the 'facrilegious Moor
Has wrefted from the Chriftian’s waining power: 725
O foul difgrace! To arms is Europe fir'd,

But wars not where her arms are moft requir’d.
While thefe with rites of pure devotion pour’d
Their fouls in prayer, and Heaven’s high grace ime

plor’d,
A Grecian pilgrim came, who tidings brought 730
That deep diftrefs in Gryphon’s bofom wrought,
Abforb’d each calmer thought in black defpair,
And fecatter’d all his pious vOws In air,

A champion through the beaft a javelin fends,
And-in his blood the monfter’s bulk extends : .
"Hete oft the queen her fecret thoughts confeﬁs’d——-
Agam——m "her prayer—
Thou, heavenly Chxef' whofe arm the ferpent brav’d, &e.
Jerusar, DeL. B.il. v. 173.

Ver. 728. While thefe with rights of pure devotion—] Sanfo-
netto and Aﬁolpho appear again, Book xviii, ver. 649.
: C Much
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Much lov’d the knight, yet lov’d but to his fhame, -
A damfel, Origilla was her name; 735
“‘With her but few could vie in charms of face,
And few like her of mind deprav’d and bafe,
Laté, in the walls of Conftantine, behind
He left the fair, by fharp difeafe confin’d—
A fever’s rage—and when return’d again 740
He hop’d to find her from her bed of pain
1n charms reffor’d, he heard the faithlefs dame
Had, with a new-found objeé of her flame,

Ver. 735. 4 a;amjél, Origilla was ber name ;] Orlando, going
in fearch of Angelica, came one day to a bridge, guarded by a
knight, where he found this Origilla hanging by the hair of her

head on a tree, and was prevented from releafing her by the in-
terpofition of the knight, who told him a long ftory of her

wickednefs;  but Origilla denying the charge, and Orlando -

pitying her condition, overthrew four knights, and carried her
away with him: fhe deceived him by a wile, and ftole his horfe
Brigliadoro, which he afterwards recovered. ‘She then bétrayed
Orlando into the hands of the Pagan king Monodant, on con-
dition that Gryphon, whom fhe loved, and who, with Aquilant,
was prifoner to the king, fhould be given up to her. - Gryphon
and Aquilarit, being both fet at liberty, the two knights, with
Origilla, between whom and Gryphon a clofe attachment had
been formed, purfued their journey, till Origilla being taken fick,
was left behind on the way, at which part Ariofto takes up her
ftory. Seec Ori.INNaMm. B. i ii.

Ver. 738. the walls of Conflantine,—] Byzantium,
LConftantinople, R ) :

To
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To Antioch pa&,-—perchance‘ impatient grown,

.In prime of beauty’s bloom, to fleep alone. 7458
* From this fad moment Gryphon knows not reft ;
By day, by night, fighs iffue from his breatt.

Let thofe that e¢’er have found Love’s cruel fmart,
Judge if he feels not now his keeneft dart :

And more he fuffers, doom’d the woes to feel, 750
Which confcious fhame forbids him to reveal.

His brother* Aquilant had oft reprov’d
His fenfelefs paffion ; oft, with pity mov’d, ‘
Strove from bis heart to drive a wortlilefs dame,
Who liv’d the fcandal of the female name. 783
Yet, fpite of truth, would Gryphon fain abufe

- Himfelf unhappy, and her faults excufe.

At length he purpos’d to depart, unknown
Of Aquilant, and hafte to Antioch’s town ;

And thence recover to his longing arms 760
The dame who firft enflav’d him with her charms ;
‘To drag his rival forth, and make him prove .
‘His dreadful vengeance for infulted love.

Howr this he wrought, and what in cgurfe befel
His.purpos’d fearch, th’ enfuing book fhall tell, 765

"END OF THE FIFTEENTH BOOK.,
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THE ARGUMENT.

THE meeting of Gryphon and his miftrefs Origilla. The fiege
of Paris continued. Rodomont, having leaped within the walls,
makes a great flaughter. While Agramant, with his forces,
is endeavouring to enter at a gate, Rinaldo, conducted by the
Angel and Silence, comes to the affiftance of the Chriftians.”
Speech of Rinaldo to his army. General battle defcribed.
Valour of Rinaldo. *Zerbino fignalizes himfelf. During the
battle, Charles, who was engaged in a different quarter, in the
defence of the city walls, hears of the devaﬁatxon made in the .
heart of the city by Rodomont, who was deﬁroymg all with
fire and fword.
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F woes in love unnumber’d hearts complain,
And I with thefe an equal fhare fuftain :

If then with fpeech or pen I thould declare
What pains opprefs, and what are light to bear,
Confide in him, who from himfelf can tell §
Thofe fufferings which he oft has known fo well.
Though from her lover’s fight the fair-one flies,
Frowns on his forrows, and his fuit denies ;
Condemns him ftill unrecompens’d to wafte
The tedious moments ; if his heart is 'plac’d 10
On virtuous beauty, let him ceafe to mourn, |
Nor deem his ftate of every hope lfor'lorn»:
But let him weep, him wretched muft we call,
Whom lovely locks and fparkling eyes enthral,
Where beauty ferves but as a treacherous blind 1§
To hide each vice that taints the female mind.



256 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XVI.

He feeks to fly, but like 4 wounded hart,
Where’er he goes he bears the fatal dart :
" He blufhes for himfelf, he feels his thame,
He knows no cure, nor dares avow his flame. 20
Such was unhappy Gryphod's ftate, who views
His fault too well, and ftill that fault purfues ;
He fees how ill his doting thedghts are plac’d
On Origilla, faithlefs and unchafte:
Yet Reafon to controlling Love gives way, 25
And Paffion over Will ufurps the fway.
Her bafenefs, her ingratitude, he knows,
And ftill purfues her fteps where’er the goes.

Now to refume the pleafing tale :—Unknown
To all, he iffu’d from the walls alone; 30
Nor to his brother durft his purpofe move,

Whofe better wifdom oft had check’d his love :
But turning to the left, without delay, -
To diftant Rome he takes the ready way.
Six days elaps’d, Damafcus ftrikes his eyes, 33
And thence his courfe to Antioch’s city lies: |
When near Damafcus’ walls the knight he met,
On whom his faithlefs dame had newly fet .
« \ i Het
Ve, 37. When near Damafeus’ walls the night be met,
On whom bis faitklefs dame~— ] 'This intrigue of

Oxigilla is not mentiened by Boyardo, but appears to be an in-
ST ' cident
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Her changeful heart, and wéll the pair agreed,
As with the fetid flower the noifome weed. 40
Both fickle, bafe, and vers’d in every wile,

With courteous thow concealing mutual guile,
Thus, as I faid, the bafe deceiver rode, .
And, arm’d in pomp, a ftately fteed beftrode,
With Origilla, richly to behold ‘ | 4§
Array’d in azure garments fring’d with gold.
Two {quires befide him pac’d along the field, i
Who bore by turns his helmet and his thield. -
For now he fought, with every fplendour thewn,

T’ attend a tilting in Damafcus’ town. 50

It chanc’d the Syrian monarch then declar’d,

By trumpet’s found, a fumptuous feaft prepar’d ;

Hence, from afar (as candidates for fame) '

Adorn’d with every coft the warriors came.
Soon as the dame beheld her injur'd knight, -

Brave Gryphon, near, fhe trembled with affright : ~

She knew lier lover’s force too weak to wield
His arms againft him in an equal field :-
But, vers’d in fraud, each feature foon fhe clears,

No voice, no gefture, tells her inward fears: - 60'

cident naturally ‘grafted on her ftory by Arloﬂ:o, and fuxtablc to
her chara&er in the Orlando Innamorato.

Vou. 11, , S Now
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Now with her partner fhe concerts the guile,

‘Then haftés to Gryphon with a treacherous fmile ;
In well diffembled joy lier aems fthe throws.
Around his neck, and to his bofom grows ;

With honey’d words, with every foothing art 65
Of dalliance fond, fhe melts his ealy heart.

. Then weeping thus—1Is this, my 'k;ng.-lo(’c lord,
Is this, alas! my conftant love’s reward ?
Twelve,tedious months negjected and alone,
Gryphah nor hears my fighs, nor heeds my mezn ; 70
And had I ftay’d his wifh’d return to fce,

‘Fhat day perchance had ne’erbeen feen by me!
When with impatieace from Nicofia’s court
(Where many a knight and damfel made refort)
I hop’d thy fwift return to me, bereft 75
Of every joy, by thee unkindly left ;
When the fell fever prey’d upon my life,
And death ftood thrcatemng in the dubious ftrife;
I heard my Gryphon'(all his vows forget) .
Had Syria reach’d~—How cruel then my lot! 8o
Hopelefs to follow—-defperate thoughts fuggeft
With my own hand to pierce my wretched breaft.
But favouring Fortune’s better care fupply’d
That fuccour, which thy cold negleét deny'd :

She
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She in my brothet- fent a valu'd friend, - - 83
From all mifehanée my honour to deéfend; - -
And now, a bllfs above each blcﬁing dear,
Gives me to meet 'my lord, my Gryphon, here !
Sure but for this my foul had wing’d her ﬁlght _
In fond i lmpatlcncc for thy much-lov’d fight! 90
So fpoke the damfel fraudulcnt of mmd '
Miftrefs of art, and bafeft of her kind;
So well the kncw her fcxgn’d comPlalnts to frame,
That all to Gryphon ﬂ1e tra.nsfcrr’d the blame,
And madc him with fuch cycs her minion v1cw,‘ 95
As if their birth they from one parent drew ;
And with fuch fpccxous tales beguil’d the youth
Not John nor Luke bore clearer marks of truth
Thus fhe, as foul in heart as fair in look, )
Difarm’d brave Gryphon of prepar’d rebukc mo
Enough that from himfelf he can remove o ‘
The heavy charge of her negieé‘;ed lovc. B
Th’ impoftor grcetmg niow, with him he fteerd’
His friendly way,‘ and as they Joumcy’d heard
T'hat Syria’s wealthy kmg proclalm’d a court ;‘65
For fplendid {how, where kmghts of cvcry fort,
Of Chriftian faith, or bred in Pagan laws,
‘Whom rumour to thc fc{hvc mcetmg drdws,

'§ 2 . Without
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Without the walls, or in the-town fecure,
Remain unqueftion’d while the joudts endure. 110

T

Yet think me not fo eager ftill to dwell
On Origilla, and her ftory tell,
(Whofc life each lover, that her finiles belxcv d,
A thoufand times with female gu1le deceiv’d)
That here my,mufc__ forgets again to turn 11§
‘Where warring fquadrons throng’d on fquadrons burn
Wlth martial fury, while in arms they make
Proud Paris trcmble, and her bulwarks fhakc
I left where Agramant affail’d a gate
He vamly deem’d in weak defencelefs ftate; 110
But not a part more ftrongly could oppofe,
With chofen troops, th’ mcurﬁon of the foes.
There Charles himfelf, thh lcaders well prepar
There Otho and Avolxo kept th¢ guard
Two Gundos, clthcr Angclmo thcrc, 12§
Avino, Ang'eAlE:'ro, Berlmger -

Each Pagan warrior to new, fame afpxres,
Nor lefs each Chrlfhan glows with’ generous fires:
all anxxous m thur foverelgn s fight to gam
The miecd and praxfe whlch loyal deeds obtain. 13e

Ver. 111, Xet think me not—] Thc fory of Origilla and

Gryphon is continued, Book xvii. ver. 118,
Nor
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~ Nor yet the Moors,- ‘with hardy feats of arms,
Efface the ftain-of late inflicted harms ; ,
Whhile countlefs numbers; flaughter'd by the foe, -
A dire example:to'thé living thow.

Thick from the walls, like hail, the Arrows pour, 1 35 '
And whelm th’ affailants with an iron. {hower .
From either hoft in' deafening clamovr rife
Tumultuous thouts, and mingle in the fkies.

But leave we Charles and Agramant awhile,
And to the Mars of Afric turn our ftile, ~ 140
‘The.dreadful Rodomont, who uncontrol’d '
Rag'd thro’ the city ; who, as late we told,

Left in the dreadful trench his haplefs powers,
‘Where, dire to fee! the flame each limb devours ; -
While o’er the foffe that girt the city round, I 45

He fafely lights-within the hoftile ground. '

Soon was the fatal Saracen efpy’d,

Known by his foreign arms and fcaly hide ;

Ver. 147. Soon was the fatal Saracen efpy’dy] Thus Virgil
defcribes Turnus, when by chance fhut within the walls of thc
enemy.
Agnofcunt faciem invifam atque inmania membra
Turbati fubitdo Aneade —— An. ix. 735.

———— his blazing buckler they defcry, .
The fparkling fires that:fhot from either eye, - .
His mighty members and his ample breaft,

His rattling armour and his crimfon cret. =~ Drypzn,
S 3 Where
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Where weak old age, and thofe unnerv’d with fear,

To catch each rumour lent a trembling ear. . 140

They wring their hands, loud cries pad groans afeend,

And fhrill laments the ftarry region rend.

To houfes forng, ahd forne to témples ron ;

Each feeks by Sight his threaten’d death to fhun:

But this to few the murderous falchion yields, 153

That whirling round the furious Pagan wields,

Here, on the ground, diffever’d limbs are fpread,

Far from the trunk there falls the bounding head:

Thro’ one, with backward firoke, the fteel he guides,

And one, down cleft, from head to breaft divides:

Of all he wounded, kill’d, or held in chace, = 1613

Not one would turn to meet him face to face.

As ‘midft the harmlefs herds by Ganges’ waves,

Or in th’ Hircanian fields, the tiger raves;

Or where, o’erwhelm’d by rocks, Typhzus lies, 165

'On goats and lambs the wolf refiftlefs flies :

The favage Pagan thus unpitying flew

Not martial fquadrons, but a heartlefs crew ;

Mere vulgar fouls, that ne'er in arms could vie,

Souls only worthy to be born and die. 170

Thence to St. Michael’s bridge with gager hafte

Fierce Rodoment the timorous people chac'd.
s ~ Alike
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Alike with him the lord, the fervant, fares ;

- His ruthlefs hand nor fzint aor finner {pargs.
Religion to the prieft is mo defence, 17§
Nor to the babe aviils its innocence ;

Nor dames nar virgins find relenting grace
For lovely eyes, or for a bleoming facs ;

"Nor hoary age is fafe—againt the foes
Not more the Pagan progfs of valour fhows 180
Than cruel thirft of bleod——fex, rank, and age
Fall undiftinguifh’d by his fiend-like rage.

Nor this fell king, of impious kings the worft,

On human lives exhaufts his wrath accurs’d ;
Againft the fenfelefs domes his arm confpires, 185
The facred fane, the ftately roof, he fires,

In Paris (fuel meet to feed the flame)

Of timber then was rais’d each ample frame ;

And now, in many a ftreet, as trav'llers tell,

Her citizens in wooden ftructures dwell, 190
Unfated yet while thus his hate he fed,

And round him wide the conflagration fpréad ;

Ver. 175. Religion to the priefl is no defence,]  Thus Statius,
in the xth Book of his Thebaid.
smeamenr= nON ullius ztas,‘
Non cultus, non forma movet ; pugnantibus ides
Supplicibufque furit =
) S 4 . The
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The ftrongeft pillars in his grafp he took,

And from its bafe the nodding manfion thook !

Not Padua’s engines, of the mightieft fize, 19§

Thou €’er haft feen, with force that could fuffice

T’ o’erturn the piles which (terrible to view!)

Dread Sarza's king in fmoking ruins threw. -
While thus the tyrant fword and fire employ’d,

And burnt the town, and lives on-lives deftroy’d, 200

Had Agramant without alike prevail’d,

‘Paris had funk, and all her glory fail’d !

But this the Paladin forbade, who came

From diftant Albion to the field of fame ;

Beneathwhofe care the Scotch and Englifh fpread 205

Their bands, by Silence and the Angel led.

Heaven will’ld when Rodomont at firft, chgag'd

In blood and flaughter, through the city rag’d,

That Clarmont’s leader ®, with auxiliar powers,

Should near advance to Paris’ fuffering towers. 210

Above the town a bridge prepar’d he threw,

And to the left bis winding forces drew;

. That, when he led them rang’d againft the foes,

No croffing river might their march oppofe.

Six thoufand archers firft, with banner fpread, 213

He fent on foot, by gallant Edward led ;

- ® Rivarpo.

8 With -
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With thefe two thoufand horfe, whofe chofen bands,

All lightly arm’d, brave Arimon commands s
Who, near Saint Martin and Saint Denis gate,
Might enter Paris; and relieve her ftate, 220
He fends apart each car and loaded wain, - ' -
And every chatge that inight their fpeed detais ;
While, higher ;.'lp the Seine, with circling courfe,
Himfelf condué®s the remnant of his force,
With barks and bridges fram’d to pafs the tide, 225
Whofe depth the eager troops to ford deny’d.
All fafely paft; and every bridge with care
Behind deftroy’d, he forms in rank of war
His vasious powers ; but firft he fummons all
- The kaights and barons ; -each obeys his call; 230
He mounts a height,'whence every eye and ear
May view his gefture, and his {peeches hear.

Then thus—'Tis.yours, O chiefs ! to lift in praife
Your hands to Heaven, who now decrees to raife
Your favour’d names, one glorious-labour'o’er, 235
And give fuch wreaths as ne’er were given before.
Chace from yon.facred walls our impious foc,

Two princes thall to-you thcxr Taﬁ:y owe ¢

T «,c'..‘: »_? Your‘-

Ver. 238 Tin przm‘es /ball 10 you thiir fa afely owe ; Yt -

Your fawfelgn frf,—Y - He' here addrefEs‘ M-

2 lf



a66 ORLANDO FUR]IOSQ, B.XVI.

Your foversign fift; whoft hapes on you depend
To gusrd his freedom, and his lifc defend: - 240
Then royal Charles, whofe virtues have excell’d
Whoe’er on earth-has rule imperigl-held :

With thefe, full many. a king, and chief of fame,

© Of varigus countries 3nd of varipus name.

Thus while your arms preferve yon grateful town,
Not only Paris fhall your fuccours ewn; - 246
Paris, whofe fons now ftand a heartlefs train,

Lefs fearing for the woes themfelves fuftain,

Than for their helplefs wives and children’s fake,
Who equal danger with themfelves partake; 250
And hely mgids, whem cloifter’d walls inclofe,
This day perchance defrsuded of their vows ;

But every country far and near, whofe laws
Submit ta Curist, and own his hallow’d caufe:

For not a Chriftian town but fees expos’d 25§
Some citizen in yonder gates inclos’d.

If once, by public vaice, the ancients gave
A civic crown to bim, whofe arms might fave
A fingle life~=what honours muft be yours,

Whofe aid unnumber'd fouls from death fecures?
fdf particularly to the Englith: by their fovereign he means

okmgofEngland,&ﬂwofAﬁolpho,thmbﬂegdm
mﬁClw!emammdm But
u
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But if or fear or envy thould impede - 961
Th’ sechisvemens of fo great, fo juft a deed;
Should hoftile force deftroy yon facred wall,
Soon Italy and Germany may fall,
With every realm that worthips him who fign’d 26
His blood a ranfom for redeem’d mankind.
. Nor hope the Moors will from your lsnds abftain
(Your lands encircled by the roaring main)
If thefe could once from Zibelterra’s ftrand,
Or Gades’ confines, ryfh with daring hand 270
To wafte your ifles—how muft their power increafe,
When Gallia’s conquer’d ftates their fway confefs,
But grant, nor honour nor advantage rife

" To crown our toils in this day’s enterprize,
Yet duty bids us with their arms unite, 275
Who for one caufe, for one religion, fight !
Soon fhall I lead your victor-bands to throw
In difarray the legions of the foe,
That all untkill’d in labours of the plain,
Appear a weak, un#rm’d, and heartlefs train. 280
. With words like thefe addrefs’d Rinaldo fird
Th attentive leaders, and his hoft infpird ;.
When, as the proverb fpeaks, was little need,
As with fharp fpur to goad the willing fteed.

His
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- Hisfpeech thusclos’d, his triple force he leads, 285
And up the fiream with filent courfe proceeds,
Beneath their ftandards rang’d in fair array, -~
Nor drums, nor fhouts, their wary march -betray.
‘He gives Zerbino firft the glorious poft ™~

T’ attack with Scottifh arms the Pagan hoft; 290
While bending round, far ftretching o’er the plain,
He fends the warriors of Hibernia's train, * * -
The duke of Lancafter his central bands,

Compos’d of Englith foot and horfe, commands.
Thefe orders given, the Paladin purfu’d 29§
His eager courfe along the winding flood, '
Beyond Zerbino’s troops—when now appear

Oran’s huge king, and king Sobrino, near ;

Who, firft of Afric’s fons, with dauntlcfs.air, '
Their weapons to receive the foes prepare. 300
Soon as the Chriftian hoft, with banners fpread,

By Silence and the heavenly Angel led,
Perceive the foe, no longer they fupprefs-
That kindling.warmth repeated thouts confefs. -
The fkies re-echo to the trumpet’s blaft, 305
And every Pagan fhrinks with fears aghaft.
Rinaldo ﬁies, with .martial ardor prefs’d-, )
His courfer fpurs, and bears his lance in reft;

No




B. XVI. ORLANDO FURIOSO; 269
No longer in the fanks. remadins ‘confin’d,
But-leaves the Scots an arrow’s flight behind. 310
As when a whirlwind’s rage refiftiefs flies

Before a tempeft gathering in the fkies;

So, darting from the, files, th? intrepid knight
Impell’d Bayardo to the wifh’d-for fight.

Soon as the Paladin was feen in arms,  -." 314
The confcious Moors prefage approaching harms:;
See in each hand the fearful javelin fhake, -

The trembling knee. in-every ftirrup quake ! -
Alone king Puliano knows not fcar;_ M eyl
Who little deem’d Rinaldo’s:arm fo aear; - . ,.i 320
Nor thinking here oppofé fuch matchlefs force,
Incites his.rapid ficed to brave theccourfe. .- ' --
~ Firm o’er his fpear he bends, and aiming joft, . -
In all his ftrength colle@s him to the thruft; . .
' With either fpur the_gores his fiery fteed,. . - 325
And all the reins abandons, to. his fpeed :

Ver. 317. See in eacb band the fearful _/amlm /balv:, ’

The tremblmg knee in' rvery flirrup quake ! ] Tafle
has the fame idea in the. fpoech of - Godfx’cy to his ‘azmy before
the laft general battle. ’ . )

The fwords now trcmble, txembles every ﬂucld,
Their fearful ftandards tremble on the field.
. - JaroDeL B, oxx. ver. ro1,

While
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While he, whofe-blood in Amion’s viins had miin,
‘Whofe deeds might {peak him Mars’ redoubsed fon,
Difplays at full what art or grice cin yickd; .

To crown the glory of the dreadful field. = - 330
Alike edch chicf hin thirpatening fpear addrefs’d |
With fkilful aiin-againgt the adverfé creft, .

But far unlike th’ évent lwwone breathlefs lies; -
Slain in the theck ; one gains the vitor’s prize. -

‘More proofs of valour nuft in arms appear, 335

Than with & martialair to wield the fpear;

But Fortune’s partial fmiles o’er.all prevail, - ..

Without whofe. did even. Valour’s felf will fail.
Ry trufty lance the knight in reft repldc'd,

And next Oran's gigantic fovereign fac’'d, . 340

Whofe daftard mien befpoke his wrembling heart,

Tho’ large his Bones, and ftrong each nervous part.

No buckler could the fatal wound prevent,

Deep in hié belly’s firii!thie Weapon:went; @+~ 2 -

And holding on its courfe without control, 345

From the. vaft, body drove the little foul,

The fteéd, intir'd long fulery hotrs to fweat - -

Beneath his giant lord’s unwicldy wexght,

To good Rinaldo fpcm d fus thanks to pay,

Who freed him. frém the burthen of the day. 330

2 His
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. His javelin btoke,:Rinaldo tiirns his ftoed
Swift as if wings impell'd his'rapid fpeed, .~
And 'midit the thickeft prefe.wich cagiér cowfé -
He thunders dny refifttefd-ise His' Forees o -
With defperhee fway Pufberta‘tound he-wiebdy, 3¢5-
Before whofe edge th brittle armotr yiclds; -
Not temper’d fteel ror fealy mail defends, ©
But to the quick the thirfty freel defcends. .
Shields lid with hides, or fenc’d with:plated wood, -
Turbans and quilted vefts, diftair’d with blood, 360
Confefs his arm ; where’et his ftroke purfues, -
Hclrp, cuirafs, fhield, he picroes, bredks, and hews,
Which fuch: tefiftance to his fword oppofe,

As grals againft the fopthe, or corn when Boreas

| blows. ° Lo I :
The foremoft band was-now difpers’d and fled, 365

When to the fight his van Zerbino led: -

Firft of the throng, with {pear in reft, he flew

Beneath his ftandard all his troops purfue-

With equal valour—not with greater rage -

Lions and wolves with goats or fheep engage. 370

Each fpurs his courfer on the advetfe hof; =~

And foon the clofing fpace between is loft.

They meet, they fhock—but meet with chance unlike;

Thc Scotsadone with conquering weapons ftrike.

' : The
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The Pagans faintly firike, or breathlefsie, 37§
As if they.fought the battle but to die. .. -
A fudden chidlnefs ‘every Ivfoor opprefs’d ;
A fudden ardor-fwéll’d;each Scotsith breaft.
The troops of Afric, ftruck with panic fear, .
In every Chriftian think Rinaldo near. - 380"
Sobrino now to:combat moves, while all
His troops obey, nor wait the herald’s call.
This {quadron o’er the reft might honour claim,
For artns, for valour; and its leader’s fame.
His Dardinello led, but ill fecur’d - 38%
In tatter’d arms, and worfe to fight inur’d ;
While on his head a fhining helm he plac’d, -
And every limb in jointed-armour cas’d. . -
The following fquadron Ifolero led ;
Then ‘Thrafo, duke of Mar, his banner {pread. 390
Now Ariodantes, adding to his name °
Albania’s dukedom, with his warrtors came,
Where Ifolero bravely he beheld .
With forces of Navarre invade the field, . 394
Shrill trumpets mix’d with many a barbarous found
Join the hoarfe drums; wheels clattero’er the ground; .
Huge
- Ver. 395. Shrill trumpets mix’& with many a ‘barbarous fornd .

Foin the haarfe drums ;}—] This; paflage may -be.
' adduced
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Huge engines creak ; ftones rattle from the fling;
From twanging bows unnumber’d arrows fing ;
‘While louder clamours feem to rend thc_ fkies,
Triumphant fhouts, and groa'ns, and dyingcries: 400
Such is the din where falling Nilus roars,

And deafens, with his furge, the neighbouring fhores!
From either army ftorms of arrows fly,

Whofe difmal thadows intercept the fky ;-

adduced as an example of the fite of Ariofto’s battles, the noife
occafioned by the encounter of two armies is nobly compared to
the catara&ls of the Nile. Petrarch has a fimilar allufion. .
—— come il Nil d’alto caggendo
Co’l gran fuono i vicin d’intorno aflorda.

Ver. 404. Whofe difmal fbadows—] Ariofto feems bere to
allude to the known anfwer made by Leonidas, or Dieneces, be-
fore the battle at Thermopyle, to one who told him the arrows
of the enemy were fo numerous, that their flight would obfture
the fun: ¢ Then (replied the hero) we fhall fight in the fhade.”
Mr. Glover, in his excellent poem, gives the anfwer to Dieneces.
Epialtes, a Malian, feeks, by a pompous defcription of the Per-
-fian power, to intimidate the Grecian leaders. '

’ . Far beyond
That Malian champaign ftretching wide below,
Beyond the utmoft meafure of the fight
From this afpiring cliff, the hoftile camp
Contains yet mightier numbers, who have drair’d
The beds of copious rivers with their thirft,

Wha with their arrows hide the mid-day fun.
Then we fhall give them battle in the fhade,
Dieneces reply’d—=—  Lro~1pas, Bodk iii. ver. 220.

Vor. II. T : ~ While
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While fultry vapours mix’d with duft afcend, 405
And black-as night in clouds condens’d extend.
Now thefe, now thofe, to fickle chance give way ;
Lo! this purfues, and that deferts the day.

One breathlefs here is ftretch’d, while near him flain

His foe benéath him there has prefs’d the plain. 410

When fpent with toil one fquadron feems to yield,

Another haltens to fuftain the field.

Now here, now there, the throng of arms increas’d ;

. There thruft the foot, and here the horfemen pref3’d.
Theearthon which they fought, impurpled grew, 415
And chang’d her green for robes of fanguine hue:
‘Where flowrets lately deck’d th’ enamell’d way,

. Now horfe and man in mingled carnage lay.

Firft of the field Zerbino’s might appears

chyond the promife of his early years: 420
‘Fierce on the foes that near him thickening drew-
He rufh’d, and roiind him wide deftrution threw ;
While to his band, which newly here he {fway’d,

~ Brave Ariodantes deeds of worth difplay’d ;

Difperfing chilling fear and wonder far 435

Amidff the ranks of Caftile and Navarre,

Two baftards, Mofco and Chelindo, Brcc_l

In,_Ax_'régon of Calabruno dead;
3 And
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And one, who late from Barcelona came, '
Calamidorus, not unknown to fame, 430
To feek Zerbino’s death, around him prefs'd, .
And to his courfer’s flank their {pears addrefs’d :
Piérc’d by their fpears he fell ; with him to ground
_ Zerbino fell, but fell without a wound :
Whei foon recovering on his feet he rofe, 43¢
T’ avenge his courfer on th’ exulting foes. 4
Throﬁgh Mofco firft (who rathly hop’d to take
The knight difmounted and his prifoncf make)
He thruft his blade with unabated force, _
And laid on earth a pale and lifelefs corfe. 440
When now Chelindo faw his brother flain,
" He rag'd, and gainft Zerbino fpurr’d amain
His trampling fteed ; but heedful of the thock,
Zerbino, as he pafs’d, the bridle took
And fent the beaft to earth, no more to rife, | 445
‘No more to need from generous corn fupplies. »
Zerbino with fuch force the ftroke impell’d,
At once the courfer and his lord he fell’d,
Calamidorus, who beheld them {lain, _
Scar’d at the blow, turn’d round his horfe’s rein. 450
Stay, traitor, ftay—(enrag’d Zerbino cries) .
And-aims a ftroke behind him as he flies :
T 2 “The
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The fword fell fhort and mifs’d the knight’s intent,
Yet mifs'd not far—behind the wretch it went,
A furious paffage through the crupper found, 455 .
And brought the courfer lifelefs to the ground.
The rider quits his feat, in hopes to gain
On foot his fafety, but he hopes in vain :
Duke Thrafo pafling by (fo will’d his fate)
O’erturn’d and crufh’d him with his courfer’s weight.
Now Ariodantes with Lurcanio drew 461
Where fought Zerbino in the thickeft crew;
With thefe came lords and knights of great accounit,
Who bi’ought their aid Zerbino to remount. -
His falchion Ariodantes whirl’d around, 465
Which Attalico and Margano found :
But chief the ftrokes his deathful weapon dealt,
Etearchus and Caffimirus felt :
"The former couple wounded left the plain;
The laft, more lucklefs, by his arm were flain. 470
Alike Lurcanio marks of prowefs fhow’d,
Who round confuﬁon, death, and terror ftrow’d.
Deem not that lefs in field the confli& rag’d,
Than where the fquadrons near the ftream engag’d :
Nor think the army lagg’d behind, which brought
By Clarence’ noble duke, the battle fought: 476
‘ ’ This



B XVI. ORLANDO FURIOSO. a77

“This fierce the banner’d powers of Spain defy’d,
While equal Fortune paus’d on either fide.
Alike in both, foot, horfe, and chieftains wield
Their {kilful weapons to difpute the field. 480
Oldrado firft and Pharamond appear ; '
‘The valiant dukes of York and Glo’fter near;
‘With thefe bold Richard earl of Warwick fhines ;
And Henry, duke of Clarence, guides the lines.
To thefe oppos’d (with each his martial band) 48
There Mattalifta, Follicones ftand ; '
With Baricondo—one Almeria fyay’d,
Granada this, Majorca that obey’d.
Awhile with equal arms the battle rag’d, - 4
Nor this, nor that, with better chance engag’d. 490
- By turns they chace, by turns are backward borne,
As to the breeze of May 'qixick fhifts the ftanding corn;
Or as the fea, whofe waters ne’er repofe,
Plays on the ftrand with ceafelefs ebbs and flows ;
Till Fortune, that had held in equal fcale 49%
Each adverfe hoft, bade Albjon’s arms prevail
Againft the Moor—The duke of Glo'fter’s force
Hurl’d Mattalifta headlong from his horfe;
. While in his fhoulder Pharamond a wound
Imprefs’d, and Follicones threw to ground: 500
| ' T3 Thus
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Thus low on earth each haplefs Pagan laid,

Was captive to the Englith camp convey’d;

And Baricondo, in the fatal ftrife,

To noble Clarence yields his forfeit life.

‘Such terrors now each Pagan foe opprefs’d, 56;;

Such courage’ fwell’d in every Chriftian breaft,

That thofe no longer wield their arms in fight,

But quit their ranks and turn their backs to flight;

While thefe advancing as their foes withdrew,

Prefs’d on their rear and unrefifted flew: 510

And had not fuccour reach’d the fainting hoft,

That day had quell’d each Pagan’s haughty boatt.
Ferrau, who diftant thence till now engag’d,

On king Marfilius’ fide the battle wag’d;

Soon as-the flying ftandards he beheld, [$41

The flaughter’d troops, and half his army quell’d,

His foaming courfer fpurr’d, and inftant flew

Amidft the thickeft-of the warring crew;

‘Where firft he faw fall headlong to the plain,

Cleft'through the head-piece, young Olympio flain :

Once

Ver. 520. ~—yownp Olympio _/Iatn :] There isa great refem-
blance betwieen -the following paffage, defcribing the death
of Olympio, and the behaviour of Ferrau upon the occafioh,
with that of Taflo, in the mnth book of the Jerufalem, where
Solyman
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Once was he fkill’d in fweeteft lays.to fing 521

Soft notes refponfive to the tuneful ftring ;

And boafted with his harp and voice to move

The fterneft breaft to blandifhment and love. _
‘Well if contented with this humbler fame, 52§
He ne’er had fought the warrior’s dangerous name,
But loath’d the buckler, quiver, fhield, and lance,
That wrought his downfall in the fields of France.
When now Ferrau, who priz’d him dear, beheld
The ftripling pale and bleeding on the field, 3530
For this his ruthlefs bofom forrow’d more

Than all the thoufands that were flain before.
Againft the viétor fwift his rage he bent,

Sheer through his cafque the fteel refiftlefs went,
Sever’d between the brows his gafping head, 5 3'3 :
Cleft to the breaft, and hurl'd him with the dead,
Nor thus appeas’d, he whirl’d around his blade,
Through helm and mail its edge a paffage made.
Through face or breaft the fpeeding fteel he thruft :
There drops an arm ; here rolls a head in duft, 540

Solyman fees his favourite page killed by Argellino.” The cir-
cumftances are beautiful in each poet, nor can Taflo be acqufed
of taking much more than the.hint from Ariofto.

T 4 “Where
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Where late th’ ignoble vulgar, fill’d with dread,
Difpers’d and broken from the battle fled ;
Now here, now there, he hew’d his bloody way,
And fudden chang’d the fortune of the day:
" Meanwhile king Agramant advancing, came 545
‘T'o prove his yalour in the field of fame;
He Baliverfo, Ferrarantes brought ;. '
With him king Prufio, Bambirago fought,
And Soridano—with a throng, whofe blood
Might drench the meadows in an ample flood. 550
Their number fuch—’"twere eafier to explore
Th’ autumnal leaves that ftrew the vallies o’'er.
Now Agramant colleéts a chofen force
(Drawn from the walls) of mingled foot and horfe ;
Thefe, guided by the king of Fez, he fent 555
To guard his camp that ftretch’d in wide extent,
~ On which th’ Hibernian chiefs their forces bent.
-This tafk perform’d, the monarch fummons all
‘The remnant powers ; they thicken at his call.
Thefe to the charge with rapid hafte he leads, 360
Where near the ftream the fight his prefence needs ;
And whence 3 meffage, in'Sobrino’s name,
But late arriv’d, his fudden aid to claim,
 Beneath
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Beneath him rang’d, a vaft innumerous. throng
(His army’s better half) now pours along : 563
So loud their march, the Scots fufpended hear,
| They leave their ranks and ftain their fame with fear,
Alone Zerbino and Lurcanio ftay, -
With Ariodantes, in the dreadful day.
Zerbino ftill unhors’d perchance had died, = 570
But that Ripaldo timely aid fupply’d.
The glorious Paladin had driven in flight
A hundred banners from the fatal fight,
When to his ear, difpers’d by ready fame,
The tidings of Zerbino’s danger came, 575§
Whom fingle and on foot, to death expos’d,
His troops had left by fhouting Moors inclos’d.
He heard, and turn’d his fteed with génerous ire,
Where from the field he faw the Scots retire,
And thus aloud==Ah ! whither would ye hafte ? 380
What fhameful panic has your arms difgrac’d ?
Shall this vile race your ancient honours feorn ?
Behold the fpoils that thould your fanes adorn!
Great is your praife, from circling foes to run, |
And leave unhors’d, alone, your monarch’s fon. 585
Then from his fqifire a mighty fpear he took,
And Prufio king of Alvarecchia ftruck,
' -8 _ - Who
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Who met the‘wcapt;n on his breaft, and left

His lofty fteed, of feat and life bereft :

He Agricaltes flew, and, hurl’d to ground, 590

-Stretch’d Bambirago with a mortal wound:

Brave Soridano next his fpear had flain,

But with the ftroke the weapon burft in twain. *

Hijs javelin broke, Fufberta next he drew, ~ .

And rufhing fierce on Serpentino flew, 595'

Who on his fhield a ftar confpicuous bore,

And armour, forg’d by fatal magic, wore:

Yer fell the fword with fuch refiftlefs {way,

‘That ftunn’d and breathlefs on the plain he lay.
When the brave chief of Caledonia’s band 600

Beheld the wifhi’d relief, his ready hand

A courfer feiz’d from thofe that o’er the plains

Freed from their riders ran with loofen’d reins.

In happy time the. vacant feat he gain’d;

For lo! with many a gallantt troop fuftain’d, 605 |
Young Dardinel and Agramant appear,

The kings Sobrino and Balaftro near. = |

But fearlefs from his courfer he furvey'd '

The thickening-crowd, and, whirling round hisblade,

- Now this, now that, difpatch’d to fhadesof hell, 610

The lives, which mortals lead on carth, to tell. |
‘ Rinaldo, |
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Rinaldo, who, thh generous ardor fir'd,

To vanquith thofe of higheft name afpird,*

On Agramant, who tower’d in arms above ]

A thoufand chiefs, Bayardo fwift he drove 615

'With fidelong fhock, and fent, with thundering force,

To earth at once the horfeman and the horfe.
While thus without the walls the hofts engag’d

Where mutual hatred, death, and horror rag’d,

In Paris Rodomont the peoplc flew, 620

And fire amidft the domes and temples threw. ©

Imperial Charles, who thence at diftance fbught,

Nor faw, nor heard, what woes the Pagan wrought ;

And now intent auxiliar force to gain, |

Receiv’d within the gates the Britifh train, 6‘15

By Arimon and gallant Edward led :

When lo! a fquire, his vifage pale with dread, -

Appears, and oft in undiftinguifh’d cries ’

‘Exclaims, ere breath his further fpeech fupplies. -
This day behold the Roman cmpiré loft! . 6 jo

This day has Curist abjur’d the Chriftian hoft !

This day fome Demon, *fcap’d from deepeft hell,

Forbids us longer in thefe walls to dwell.

Satan (no lefs a fiend fuch rage can breathe)

Deforms the wretched town with woe and death. 635
Ah!
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Ah! turn and f{ee where blackening to the fkies,
From crackling flames the fmoky volumes rife !

He faid, and while he fpoke th’ Imperial chief
The mingled clamours heard that claim’d relief,
And faw the ruddy blaze—As one who hears 640
The facred bells that tinkling in his ears,

Proclaim the fire, to others firft reveal’d,

Though moft his lofs from him alone conceal’d =
So look’d the monarch when the truth he knew,
‘When the dire profpect rofe before his view: 645
Around him he colle&ts a chofen force,

And to the city’s {quare with rapid courfe

His banner turns, for thence the tumult came,
‘There fierce the Pagan raves with fword and flame ;
‘There Charles beholds with cruel carnage fpread 640
Th’ impurpled earth, the dying and the dead.

But here we paufe—let thofe who would purfue
The tale, fome future time the tale renew.

END OF THE SIXTEENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

CrarLEs and Kis Paladins go againft Rodomont. Gryphon,
Martano, and Origilla, arrive in the city of Damafcus, where
they are hofpitably entertained by a knight, who relates to them

* the ftory of king Norandino and Lucina, and their adventure
.with the Orc: he declares that the king bad inftituted a tour-

" mament to be held in commeimoration of the deliverance of
himfelf and his queen. The knights agree to be prefent at

this folemnity. The toufnament defcribed. Cowardice of |

Martano. Valour of Gryphon, who overcomes all opponents.
Martano by fraud obtains the prize of the joufts, and Gryphon
is openly put to ﬂmm:

v
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HEN, ripe for punithment, our finful race
Have pafs’d the limits of fupernal grace,
T’ affert his juftice.on offending earth,
Gop 'giv,es to tyrants and to monfters birth ;.
Strengthens their power and rage t'afi& mankind: §
Domitian, Scylla, Marius, hence defign’d
The plagues of man, each Nero, Caius came,
And Antonine (the laft that bore the name):
Hence, from the \refufc of Plebeian clay,
He lifted Maximin to fovereign fway : 10

Ver. 6. Domitian, Scylla, Marius,—] The names of feve-
ral Roman emperors and others, celebrated for a&s of tyranny
and cruelty.

Ver 7. —-—Cmm -] Caius Cahgula.

Creon
~
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Creon he fent the Theban throne to fll ;
Mezentius dire his people’s blood to fpill ;

And to the Huns, the Goths, arid Lombards gave,
In later times, Italia to enflave. '

How fhall I fpeak of Attila? How dwell 15
On Roman Ezzellino’s crimes, or tell

A thoufand more, by Gop’s high doom aflign’d
His fearful minifters to fcourge mankind ?

This aweful truth not ancient times alone

Declare, but well the prcfen/t age has thown; a0
‘When us, his wandering and forfaken fheep,

His anger gives to ravenous wolves to keep;
| Who

Ver. 12. Mexentfus—] A king of Tufcany, whofe cruelty
is thus mentioned by Virgil.
Mortua quinetiam jungebat corpora vivis,
Componens manibufque manus atque oribus ors,
(Tormenti genus!) et fanie taboque fluentes
Complexu in mlfero longa fic morte necabzt :
}EN viii. ver. 48 54
The living to the dead, at his command,
Were coupled face to face, and hand to hand ;
Till, choak’d with ftench, in loath’d embraces tied,
The hng ring wretches pin’d away and died.
DrYDEN, ver. 630.
Ver. 15, 16. — Aitila — Ezzellino—] See notes to Book iiis
Vet 21. When usy bis wendering and Sorfaken JSoeepy] Af-
ter
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Who, not content to glut their cruel rage, .
And with our blood thieir horrid thirft affuage, - 7,
Invite from foreign woods-afiercer breed 287
Of wolves more ravenous at their feaft to feed. |, —
Th’ unbury’d heaps that Thrafymene beheld, . -
~ The blood that Cannz’s plain or Trebbia fwcll’d -
Are little to the flaughter that imbrued o
Our fields, by many a pafling river view'd. 30
For fins long paft, perchance has Heaven decreed .
Our woes from them, whofe crimes our own exceed :
But juftice once fulfill’d, our happier bands
May turn hereafter on their hoftile lands,
When healing pardon'to our prayer is given, 35
And they in turn confefs the wrath of Heaven.
What guilt muft now the Chriftian caufe debafe,
To draw fuch fufferings on their wretched race !
ter the de;'eat at ‘Ra’venna, Pope Julius invited the Switzers and
other nations into Italy, when many citiés were taken, battles
fought, and great flaughter made in different parts.
Ver. 27, T% unbury'd heaps that Thrafymene bebeld,
The blood that Canne’s plain——) T'wo memorable
battles, in which the Romans were defeated by Hannibal. So
great was the flaughter at Cannze, that Hannibal is faid to have

fent to Carthage three bufhels filled wnth rmgs taken from the
dead Roman knights.

Vor. II. ' U | See
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. See in each part the Turk and Moor affail !
See piltage, infalt, ripe, and death prévail !’ 40
Buk o’er the reft their complicited woes
From Rodomont’s inférnal fury rofe.
And now imperial Charles, with grieving eye,
BeheM around his flaughter’d people lie ;
His palace burring, and his fanes o’erthrown, 44
And defolation through the wretched town
Spread wide and wider~—Whither, heartlefs crew!
Is now jour flight—does none his peril view 2
What city elfe ¢an fave your trembling bands,
~ Should this be wrefted from your daftard hands ? 50
Say, fhall one rnan, furrounded by his fees, '
Whom, thus forbid to fly, your walls inclofe;
Shall he, with fingle arm, your glory ftain,
And *fcape unwounded while yourfelves are flain ?

".So fpoke indignant Charles; and nearer drew ¢35
To where the Siracen his ﬁabjeé‘ts flew ; ‘
Wherethronging crowds, by common dangerbrought,
Withia the regal dome their fafety fought;
That with ftrong walls fecur’d, and well prepar’d
With ncedful ftores, the bold aﬁ‘axlant dard 6o
To lengthen'd ﬁege—Mcanume, with fury {well’d,
Fierce Rodomont the fquare triumphant held,

2 o ' "And
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And feorn’d the world in arms—one dreadfil hand
The falchion fhook; one wav’d the blazing brand.
‘Now furious on the palace gates he ftruck;  © 65
The lofty gates refounded to the fhock.

From the high foof the Chriftians hurl’d below
Huge broken fragments thundering on the foe.
None coftly piles of ancient fplendor fpar’d; "~
Fair marble domes one common ruin thar’d; - 70
Pillars and beams o’erlaid with fretted gold,

The ftately works their fathers priz’d of old.
Before the gate the king of Sarza prefs’d,

In fhining fteel that arm’d his head and breaft.

. Ver. 67. From the bigh rosf —] The following paffages are
imitated from Virgil, A£n. 1L

Auratafque trabes, veterum decora alta parentum,
Convellunt e
And gilded roofs came tumbling from on bigh,
The marks of ftate and ancient royalty. ~ DRYDEN.
Ver. 973. Before the gate the hing—)
Veftibulum ante ipfam, primoque in limine, Pyrrhus
Exultat telis, et luce corrufcus ahena. ‘
Before the gate ftood Pyrrhus threat’ning loud,
. With glittering arms confpicuous in the crowd.
. Drybpen.
Ver. 74. In foining fleel—] In chiaro acciar. — Ariofto, in
the warmth of claffic imitation, feems here to forget the’ fer-

!

~ pent’s hide, with which he has reprefented Rodemont to have .

been armed. ' ,
U 2 So

e
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So when the ferpent, iffuing from the brakcs;' 75
With fpring return’d his fqualid coat forfakes ;
Proud of his new-gain’d {poils and youth renew’d,
He glides along with frether ftrength endued ; |
Three tongues he darts, his eyes are red with fire,

- And, where he moves, his fellow brutes retire. 80

Not beams nor rafters from the fabric rent,

Not ftones nor arrows on the pagan fent,

Nor whirling flings, his dreadful arm can ftay :
The crafhing portal to his ftroke gives way,

While, from within, the pale and haggard crew 8§
Through many a breach their dire befieger view !
‘The court is fill’'d with death ; loud clamours rife;
The fhrieking females join the foldiers cries ;
Theybeat their breafts, they fly from place to place,
The portals and the genial beds embrace, 90}
Now threaten’d to receive a foreign race.

Such was their ftate, fo near to ruin brought,
'When, with his barons, Charles the palaée fought,
And turning to the chiefs, whofe might before
Had oftbeen feen in danger’s direft hour: 95§
Are ye not thofe, whofe courage prov’d (he cry’d)
Once Agolant in Afpramont defy’d ?

And fay, fhall aught that valour now repel,
By which Trovano and Almontes fell,
With

- g-'_,',,___- Ii
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With thoufands more >—Will you, O dire difgrace! -
Shrink from one man of that detefted race? 101
No—1let this infidel your prowefs find,
This infidel who maffacres mankind !
Be ftill yourfelves—the brave can death defpife,
And dies contented, if with fame he dies. 10§
Your prefence is my hbpe—-whene’-cr ydu join ‘
Your focial arms, the victory is mine!

He faid, and ceafing, with his lancé in reft
Againft the Saracen his courfer prefs'd.
‘With him the Paladin Ugero came; 11Q
Namus and Olivero, chiefs of fame.
With thefe Avino and and Avolio dar'd,
Otho and Bcrlmger the glory fhar’'d.
All thefe on Rodomont their fpears unite ;
Some on his breaft, fome on his helmet'light. 11§

But let us ceafe, my lord, the deathful ftrain |
That fings of raging arms and warriors flain; ,
Enough of Rodomont——Now turn the ftyle
Where, near Damafcus, Gryphon, left erewhile
With Origilla, feems the verfe to claim, 120
And he who falfely bore a brother’s name.

Ver. 118. Enough of Rodomont—] The poet - ‘returns to
him in the xviiith book, ver. g5.
Ver. 119. Where near Damafecusy—] See book xvi. ver. 110.

U3 - Of
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Of wealthy cities on the caftern coaft
Her numerous fons may proud Damafcus boaft :
A journey thence of feven fuceeeding days
The pilgrim to Jerufalem conveys. - 12§
On fruitful plains it ftands, in wholefome air,’
Alike in winter as in fummer fair :
Againf} the town a mountain’s neighbeuring heighe
Refleéts the firfk faiat blufh of dawning light:
Two cryftal rivers thrOU'gh the city glide, 130
And branching in a thoufand rills divide ; '
That each its tribute to a garden pours,
To nourifh odoriferous plants and flowers.
"Tis faid the fcented waters there might fill
A channell’d bed to fpeed th’ induftrious mill, 35
O’er all the midmeft fireet refplendent lie »
Rich vefts and tapeftry of various dye,
Herbs of all hues and fcents their fmell difpenfe,
Whence foft perfumes delight the gentle fenfe.
Each gate, each window, charms the ftranger’s fight,
With coftly ftuffs refleting mingled light; 141

Ver. 135, ——to fpeed t induflrious mill,] Zatta tells us,
that travellers, at the time of Ariofto, made ufe of this hyperbbf
lical expreffion, to give an idea of the great abundance of fiveet

or fcented waters at Damafcus, according to the vulgar phrafe
in ufe amongt us of the wind, « enough to turn a mill.”
’ ' But

v
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But chief, with many a fair and fately dame,
Whofe garments gay with gold and jewels flame!
‘Here {prightly youths in tuneful meafures lead
‘The various .dance, there mount the ma.hag’d‘i’teed:
Whate’er in India or Maremma fhines, 146
(Their pearly ftores, or treafure of their mines) -
Damafcus in refulgent pomp difplays,
. Whllc lords, -and knights, -and fquires with wonder
‘ gaze, )
As Gryphon and his trdin their way purfue, 150
" Devouring all they faw ‘with grcedy" view ;
A knight accofts, and courteous from. their fteeds
_The train invites, and to his dwelling leads ;
There with refrefhing baths their toil relieves,
And at his hoard, with welcome {miles, receives. 1535
He tells them how the mighty king who held
The Syrian rule, and in Damafcus dwell’d,
" Next day by trumpets bade the joufts proclaim,
Where native kniéhts or knights of foreign name
Might thow their {kill and right to knightly fame. ;
There, did their mien their courage truly fpeak, 161
His guefts might prove their worth, nor further trial
feek.

Though Gryphon came not thither with intent

Of tilts or combat, his high courage, bent
) U 4 On
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On noble deeds, accepts the proffer’d field, ~ 165
Nor fhuns the palm that Fortune feems to yield.
He afks what caufe the feftival ordain’d ;

If every yearin folemn rite maintain’d,

Or by the kfng now firft decreed, to try

How far his knights in deeds of arms may vie, 179
"To whom the hoft—Eagh third revolving light
Of rnbn_thly Luna muft renew the fight ;

In memory of our king’s efcape, who led

Four tedious moons half number’d with the dcad.

“Then hear the tale—Our king, who bears the name
. Of Norandino, lov'd a beauteous dame, 176
Whofe royai father rul’d the Cyprian land:
At length the monarch won the virgin’s hand,
And, many a knight and lady in his train,

' Steer’d with his bride for Syria’s fair doniain. 18e

"While diftant from the port, with canvas fwell’d,
Our veflel through Carpathian billows held

Her rapid way, fo fierce around us fpread

A gathering ftorm, the pilot thook with dread.
Three days and nights uncertain where we pafs’d, 185
Heartlefs and pale, by mountain furges caft,

~ Weary’d and drench’d at length we reach’d theftrand
" Where riv’lets lav’d the hills and verdant land.
Our
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Our tents unfhipp’d, we foon with gladfome cheer .

Between the trees the fpread pavilions rear: x99

Some kindle fires, and fome with bufy care

On carpets tables for the meal prepare. :

‘The Syrian king for fylvan game explores

The neighbouring vallies and the fecret bowcrs,’

The browzing goat, the deer, or ftag to find; 195

And two attendants bear his bow behind. ‘
While joyful on the turf ourfelves we place,

To wait our lord returning from the chacé,

Along the fhore we fee, with looks aghaft,

The dreadful orc to our pavilion hafte. - 200

Heaven guard you all from fuch a fearful fight,

Nor let fo dire a fiend your fouls affright !

*Tisbetter with the tale defcrib’d to quake,

Than, at his view, with freezing horror fhake!"

Ver. 200. The dreadful orc—] ‘The general idea of this
flory of the orc and Lucina, is taken from Boyardo, but the
particular incidents in both poets are evidently from the Po-’
lypheme of Homer; though it muft be confeffed that fe-
veral circumftances introduced, are extremely puerile, in
which I fear our poet will be found more liable to criti-
cifm and ridjcule than in any part of his poem. This narra«
tive will furely, more than once, recal to the reader’s mind the
extravagant tales of a garrulous old nurfe for the amufement
of children, ' ‘ :

, . : Such
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Such was his form, no language can fuffice 208
To paint his bulk misthap’d and giant fize.
Inftead of eyes, upon his dreadful face
Two bones projecting fill’d each eyelefs fpace.
He fpy’d, and chac’d our trembling fteps before,
And feem’d 3 mountain moving on the thore. 210
Like fome wild boar’s his fpreading tufks appear’d,
Vaft were his jaws, his hairy breaft befmear’d
With filth obfcene ; he trail’d upon the ground
His nofe, fagacious as the {centing hound.
All, that behold him, think deftru&ion nigh; 213
"Where'er our terror drives, in heaps we fly.
His blindnefs nought avail’d our fear to quell,
His fenfe of {melling but fupply’d too well
The want of eyes; his courfe like Eurus light, _
‘That wings muft be their aid who ’fcape by flight. 220
Of forty, whom he chac’d around the plain,
Scarce ten by fwimming could the bark regain.
In clufters fome beneath his arm he ‘bore, ‘
Some at"_his bofom in his veft before;
With fome he fill’d a wallet deep and wide, 223
That like a ferip hung dangling at his fide.

Ver. 205. Such was his form=—] Not unlike this paffage

is the defcription in Spenfer, where a monftrous favage carries
off Amoret. See Fairy Qurrw, ' '

)

The
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The eyelefs monfter bears us to his cave,
Hewn in a rock, where near the dathing wave
On the bleak firand the lonely dwelling rofe,
Of pureft marble, white as falling fnows. 236
With him a matron dwells, whofe looks declare
Her anxious thoughts, inur’d to grief and care;
With her were' dames and virgins kept confin’d,
Deform’d and fair, of every age and kind.
Befide his dwelling, in the cavern’d rock 235
A ftall, no lefs in fize, contain’d his flock:
A troop innumerous | thefe his wont to keep
In every feafon, fthepherd o’er his ihcép.
By turns he folds them, or to pafture drives,
And pleafing folace from the ,chargc' derives. 240
But at each meal he makes his horrid food
Of human fleth—this foo.n, alas! we view’d,
When, entering in the cave, with bloody hand
Three youths he takes of our devoted band:
Thefe, while in vain l;cnea,th his grafp they ftrive, =,
The giant in his maw devours alive ; 246
And lifting a huge ftone, his woolly care
He drives from covert, and fecures us there,
Then to th’ accuftom’d meads his herd he tends,
And founds a reed that from his neck depends. 250

Meantime
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Meantime our prince returning, mark’d around
The tents forfaken and deferted ground,
And knew his lofs—where late his friends remain’d,
On cvery fide a dreary filence réign’d,
‘What wrought the dire mifchance he little knew, 255
But filI’d with terror.to the fhore he ‘ﬁew ;
He f{aw the mariners their anchor weigh,
And to the wind their parting fail difplay.
Soon as they view him pacing o’er the ftrand,
The {kiff they fend to bear him from the land. 260
When wretched Norandino heard too late
The orc’s dire fury and his comrades’ fate;
Whate’er enfued, he vow’d in every ftrife
For dear Lucina’s fake to rifk his life,
And perifh or redeem his ravifh’d wife. = 263
Where in the fands the traces he beheld
Of fteps imprefs’d, he ran, as love impell’d
At length he reach'd the cavern where we lay
Half dead with fear, the orc’s expeéted prey: -
At every noife we think the monfter near, 270
In every wind the direful glutton hear.
It chanc’d the king arriv’d, what time to roam
The prouling orc had left -his wife at home :
Soon as the view’d a ftranger—Fly (fhe cry’d)
Ah! wretched thou, if by the orc efpy’d. 27¢
' Then
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Then he—Let him efpy, and fave or flay~—
Such threats of danger never can difmay
A foul refolv’d—by choice, not error, led,

"1 come to perifh by my confort dead—
If Heaven fo wills !'—He tidings then befoughi 280
Of thofe whom near the fhore the monfter caught;
But chief he afk’d of fair Lucina’s fate,
If flain, or kept in wretched captive ftate. .

With courteous fpeech the matron comfort gives,
And tells the prince his'lov’d Lucina lives;  28¢
She bids no needlefs fears diftra&t his mind,

The hungry orc ne’er preys on woman kind.

« To prove this truth, behold myfelf (the cry’d)
And all thefe females that with me refide. '
‘To me, nor them, he fhows no figns of ill, 290
While here content we ftay ; but fhould our will
Once adverfe prove—fhould any feck to-fly,

On her his wrath would every torment try;

Bind her in chains, with earth alive inclofe,

Or naked to the fun on burning fands expofe. 295
When in this cavern he thy friends confin’d,

He dréw rjot from the males the female kind,

. Ver. 287. The bungry orc ne'er preys—] Amorico Vefpﬁcci

relates of certain favages that feed upon human flefh, but fays
that they never eat the women. ‘

But
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But lefc them mingled here—his pesfe& fmell,
Without the help of fight, each fex can tell.

" The wornen ’fcape unhurt 3 the men mutt die, 300

And four or fix each day his meal fupply.

To bear thy confort hence can I devife | -

No friendly means—yet let this thought fuffice :

No fear of death need here attend the fair,

With us one.common fafety will fhe fhare.— 305

But hence, my fon, O fly this fatal thore,

* Ere yet furprigd the orc thy lifedevour.

Soon' as he comes, each place he fearches well,

And not a cat efcapes his piercing fmell.

The king reply’d, he ne’er would thence remove 310

'Till her he view'd—dear objeét of his love :

Far rather would he by her fide be flain, -

Than banifh’d from Lucina’s fight remain.

When long the prudent dame had: vainly try’d

To make him lay his rath defign afide, =~ 315 |

She to relieve his grief her thoughts apply’d.. -

. Within the grotto many a carcafe lay

Of fheep, of lambs, and goats, which day by day
Ver. 309. And ;zat a cat efeapes bis piercing fmell.] An in-

Rance, among many, of the ludicrous vein of expreflion, fo ofien

indulged by our author, and which cannot admit of elevation in
an Englith'verfion,

Food
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- Food for herfelf and all the haufehold gave,
And various fkins were hung atound the cave. 330
She bids him from a goat’s deep entrails take
The rancid fat, and hence an ointment make;
And, to deceive the monfter, o’er him fpread -
The-fetid un&uous greafe from foot to head.
Thatdone; the wraps the hairy goat’s-fkin round j2 5
The monarch’s limbs—thence grov’ling on the
ground )
She leads him, where a ftone clos’d up the way,
And where confin’d his beautegus confort lay.
There Norandino near the entrance mourn’d,
Impatxent till the goats and fheep return’d: . 330
At evening tide he hears the founding reed
At diftance call them from the humid mead.
He fees the hairy goats and woolly traln,
And clofe behind he fees the giant fwain.
Judge if his heart confefs’d a moment's fear, 333
When to the eavern’s mouth the orc drew near:
But though fhort doubts at firft his breaft affail'd,
Soon conftant love o’er every fear prevail'd.
The orc remov’d the ftone that clos’d the rock,
And Norandino enter’d with the flock. 340
Amidft our crew the dreadful orc ‘defcends,
But firft the entrance with the ftone defends:
' Then,
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Then, fcenting round, he feizes two, decreed
. With gory flefh his hungry maw. to feed.
Still, ftill his tufks in my remembrance dwell, 34§
Cold fear congeals me while the tale I tell!
The giant gone, the monarch caft afide
His goat’s-fkin, and embrac’d his lovely bride :
While the, who fhudders at his much-lov’d fight,
Now terror feels, where once fhe felt delight. 350
She fees him come {elf—oﬁ'cr’d there to fall,
Without the power to fave herfelf from thrall.

"Midft all my woes, my deareft lord! (fhe faid)
One thought alone my greateft comfort bred ;
That thou wert abfent when that fatal day 358
Beheld us hither brought the moniter’s prey.
Howe’er, condemn’d to this unhappy ftate,
Nature might tremble at approaching fate,
Yet thould I but my fingle death bewail, :
Nor tenfold fears for thee my breaft affajl. 360
For fhould’ft thou perifh here, thy death alone
Would claim my grief, forgetful of my own.

To her the king—I come in hopes to free,
From fuch dire hold, this wretched train and thee;

Ah! let me rather on deftru&ion run, 365 |
Than live without thy light, my earthly fun! '
3 The

N
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"The way 1 came confent with me to try ;

'To you, to all, the fame may open lic;

If, like myfelf, you fcorn not now to wear

This unctuous {kin unclean, and fhaggy hair. 379
He faid ; and taught us what the dame before

Had taught, with fkins otr limbs to cover o’r.

We hear inftructed, and his voice obey :

In number, equal to ourfelves, we 4ﬁay '

The rankeft goats, and with the fat befmear 375

Ovur limbs, and in the hairy {poils appear.

Soon as the fun his golden couch forfakes,

And from the eaft with b‘ci;\rhy fplencior breaks ;

The giant, to his cave repairing, calls

With ready pipe the herd to quit the ftalls, 3%

But o’er the cavern’s mouth his hand he holds, ‘

Left we, with thefe, 1hould iflue from the folds.

He felt us while we pafs’d, and as he prefs'd

The hair and wool, difmifs’d us with the reft.

Thus males and females fafe their freedom gain’d,

And, fave Lucina, none behind remain’d, 3%6

But whether, lefs than need requird, the dame

Smear'd the foul un&ion o’er her lovely frame;

Or whether flow the mov’d, or fill'd with dread

Could imitate but ill the beftial tread ; 1290
You. II. X o
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.'Or whether, when he touch’d her as the pafs’d,
Forgetful of her ftate fhe fhrick’d aghaft;

Or that her loofen’d hair difhevell’d fell ;

He knew and dragg’d her backward to his cell.

Of this fad chance we nothing yet beheld, 395
Thought of ourfelves all other thoughts expell’d,
Till turning at her cries, we faw the fair |
Stript from her rugged veft of goat-fkin hair.
Meantime myfelf, and all that left the rock,

Safe in our covering, mingled with the flock, 400
Pafs’d on fecurely as the fhepherd led, |
Where clos’d with hills a fmiling meadow fpread.
When now beneath the wood’s embowering thade
We fee the giant-orc in flumber laid,

Onefecks the fhore, one climbs the mountain’sheight;
But Norandino joins not in our ﬂigﬁt': 406
Once more affe@ion urg’d him *midft the train

Of theep and goats to feck the cave again;

Nor ever mare the dire abode forfake,

Unlefs his love from cruel bonds can take 410
His dear Lucina ; when he late furvey’d

His faithful wife again a captive made,

Defpair impell’d him firft himfelf to throw

A willing viim to his glutton-foe :

‘ But
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But hope foon bade him lurk amidft the fold, 415
Hope ftill to bear her from her cruel hold.

- When to their ftall at night the montter led
His following herds, and found his prifoners fled ;
Robb’d of his.meal; on poor Lucina falls
His vengeful wrath, and her thie caufe he calls; 420
Then dooms her, fetter’d in a galling chain,
High on a rock for ever to remain.
“Phe'king beholds her fuffer for his fake,
And raving begs in vain of Heaven to take ,
His wretched life : each morn and night e hears 425
Her groans and plaints refounding in his ears ;
. When with the flock at eve the cave he gains,
And when at morn he feeks with them the plains:
While fhe by every power that rules the 1ky,
With looks and voice, implores him thence to fly; .
Nor longer his all-valued life expofe, A3%
When nothing human can relieve her woes.
With her no lefs the prudent matron tries .
To fhake his purpofe, but the king denies:
To leave the place where all his treafure lies. 433
At length it fortun’d Agricanes’ heir®* |
And king Gradaffo to the coaft repair;

* MANDRICARDO. " Where,

Ver. 436. At length it fortun’d Agricanes’ heir
And king Gradaffo to. the coaf? repair;] Ariofto
paffes lightly over the account of Lucina’s deliverance from the
. X 2 ) ()
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Where, fuch their valorous arm and: prudent aid,
They fair Lucina from the rock convey’d,

And fafely. hore her to.the diftant wave, ' .. . 440
Where to her fire, at c;zrly dawn, they gave - '
His long-loft child ; while yet within the rock

King Norandino ftay’d amidft the:flock. .

orc, that havmg been funy related by Boyardo with the foﬂow-
ing particulars, a .
After the adventurc of the caﬁ}e of the fairy, apd th:lcop. -
queft of He&qr s arms, Mandncardo and Gradaffo travelled to-
gether till they came to a'rock by the fea-fhore, on the fummit
of which they percéived a lady in great afflition bound mith 2.
chain: fhe acquainted the knights that fhe was .in. the, pawer
of a cruel monfter, called an orc, and warned them by ﬂxght to
avoid the certuin death that muff attend their. falling ‘into his
hands. The knights, upon hearing this, refolved to attempt ber.
deliverance, and engaged in battle with the orc; when Gradaflo
was worfted, and made prifoner in the cavern. Mandricardo
continued the' combat with the monfter, but having no fword,
he threw at him huge pieces of the rock, though without effect:
atlaft the orc, purfuing Mandricardo from rock to rock, chanced
to fall down 2 precipice, and Mandricardo availing himfelf of this.
ciscumftance, ‘ran” to the cavern and releafed Gradaffo; when
beth, taking off Laucina’s chain, efcaped with her fafe to a veflel,
on board which was her father the king of Cyprus. In the.
mean time thc orc having recovered from his fall, purfued the
fugitives, and hurled a vaft fragment of a'rock after them into
the fea; but the veflel being eleared from the land, continued
her voya.g till fhe was overtaken by a terrible ftorm : at length
the crew landed fafely on the coaft of Acquamort, and found
themielves among the forces of Agramant and Charles.
Oxrt. Innam, B, iii. C, iii. iv,.

But
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But when the mora arofe in beamy’ llgﬂt, o
" He from the matron Keard Lucina's ﬂxght 445 ,
His grateful thanks he paid to Heaven, that freed -
The blooming dame from thraldom, or decreed
‘Her fate with thofe, whence arms, or wealth or powcr,
Might to his love his foul’s dear hope reftore.
Then, fil'd with joy, he iffised with the train 450
Of fheep and goats returnmg to the plain; o
There lurk’d fecure till, on the grafs répos d, | ‘
The orc in ﬂecp his heavy eyelids clos’d : ‘
‘Then all the day and livelong night he went, ’
Till fafe at diftance ffom the monfter’s fcent, 45§
He reach’d a fhip ; and now three moons have wain’d
Since from Satalia’s coaft tl;e Syrian realm he gain’d.
~ Thro’ Rhodcs and Cyprus, every town and tower.
In Afia, Turkey, and on Egypt’s thore, o
The kmg of fair Lucina, tidings fought, o 4.60
When yefter s fun the welcome tidings brought,
That in Nicofia’s court his niece receiv’d,
T he wand r_mg fair from dangers great repriev’d
When on th’ unftable fea improfperous. gales _
Had many days oppos’d her lingering fails, 463,
Ver: 464, —— improfperous galis] Alluding tb the ftorm
mentioned in the foreoomg note. o

X3 - . chcc,
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Hence, fill’'d with joy, aur king prepares the feaft
~ In memory of himfelf and queen releas’d. '
| And every fourth returning month fhall view

The joufts refum’d : four moons he {aw renew
Their waining horns, while with the herds he lay 470
In hairy veftments, til] the joyful day

(Joyful as that ta-marrow’s fun may prove)

Had given him back to liberty and love,

Part what myfelf {o late beheld I tell, :
Or fpeak from thofé who witnefs'd what befel 474
Our fuffering king—then credit what ye hear,

Nor lct' another’s tale deceive yoyr ear,

Thus fpoke the hoft—and thus to Gryphon told
The wcigiaty caufe for‘which the feaft t_hcy hold :
" 1n talk they wafte the hours, and all approve 430
The monarch’s truth and unexampled love. '
Now, rifing from the board to feck repofe,
‘Their courteous hoft the d_owny cauch beftows:
They funk to rett, till with the morn they wake,
\Vhén chearful thouts theifquiet flumbers break : 48¢
Timbrels and trumpets roufe to feftive arms, |
With eager crowds the wide piazza fwarms ;
The mingled founds of cars and courfers rife,

And the ftreets echo with redoubled cries.

Now
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Now Gryphon o’er his limbs his armour wears, 490

{Such armour fcarce another warrior bears)

Which with her fairy hand the white-rob’d maid

Temper'd impaffive to the hoftile blade.

With him, the feeming candidate for fame,

T he ftain of manhood, who from Antioch came, 493

Arms for the lift. Their careful hoft fupplies

Large ftore of fpears the tilting to fuffice ;

And from his houfehold brings a goodly train

His guefts to honour and the pomp maintain:

Himf{elf attends, and many a fquire he leads; 5oo-

Some march on foot, fome rein the prancing fteeds.
Now, at the lifts arriv’d, apart they ftand

Awhile fpettators of the martial band :

With heedful gaze they mark each hardy feat,

Where two, or four, or fix in joufting mect.  g03

One to his dame with quaint devices thows

Such colours as his grief or joy difclofe ;

One by his creft, or painted fhield, declares

If Love rejecs his fuit, or crowns his cares.

Ver. 492. Which with her fairy band the white-rob'd maid
Temper’d impaffive to the boflile blade.] This ciz-
cumftance is borrowed from Boyardo.

X 4 The
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The valiant Syrians thus, in days of yore, 51Q
"Their rcady arms in Jouﬁs and triumphs bore ;
Perchance againft the ncxghbourmg Franks prepar’d,
That o’er thofe realms dxyldcq empire lhax_' d,

The

Vcr 510, ﬂn valiant Sjmu: tbus, in days of yore,

Their ready arms in joufls—] The poet here al-
ludes to the cuftom obferved by the Saracens, at that time, to
exercife themfelves in arms on account ef the vicinity of the
Franks, then in poflefion of Jerufalem. In his complaint of
the degeneracy of the Chriftians, in negle@ing to refcue the fe-
pulchre of CHRIsT from the hands of the Turks, he feems t’
follow Petrarch in his Triumph of Fame,

Poi venia folo il buon duce Goffredo,
Che f& Pimprefa fanta, ¢ i paffi giufti.
Quefto, di ch’io mi {degno, ¢’ndarno gx"ido.
Fece in Gierufalem’, con le fue mani
1 qual guardato, e gid negletto aidg:
Ile fuperbi, e miferi Chriftiani
- Confumando I’un V’altro, & non vi caglia
Chel fepulchro di Chrifto ¢ in man de’ Cani.
' Trionf. de Fam. Cap. &,
Next Godfrey came, whofe righteous footftep trad
The hallow’d precin@s of the Saviour Gop;
The chief, whofe glorious warfare urg’d in vain
Inflames my breaft and points th’ indignant ftrain :
In fair Jerufalem the feat he gain’d, RS
- Negle@ed long, and now no more mammn’d:
(Go, wretched Chriftians ! to your race a thame,
With mutual flaughter wound the Chriftian name,
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The hallow’d realms that once en-earth furvey’d
The Lord of Life in human fleth array’d! 5348
Behold, by ChriGians left, the facred lands
Refign’d a prey to faithlefs Pagan bands; '
While thofe that, in "the pure rs;lxgxon bred,
Should couch the lgnce qur holy faith to fpread.
Wxth mutual wounds their brethzea’s bofoms gore,
And kill the faithful few thag truth adore! 533
Ye men of Spain! gnd ye of France! give ears
And you, ye Switzers and ye Germans, hear ¥
Q! hither turn t0.gain a nobler. fpoil; _
Here Curist’s own kingdom fhall reward your teile
If you the title of Mpff Chriftian claim; = 526,
And you of Catholi¢ deferve the name; '
Why do yau thq_s_the chofen race annoy, .
Their fubflance pillage, and their.lives deftrop.?
--And leave the.tomb of Curist in impious hands, :
Refign'd to Mahomet's detefted bands} ,
After the conqueft of Godfrey, Jerufalem remained eighty-
two years in the hands of the Chrlfhans, till the time of the
Soldan of Egypt, anno 1136, who took it from Guido Eus
fignan, fince which. it has. contipned in. the power of the/:
Tl;‘l":: an account of the Crufades, fee Dr. Robertfon’s Hxﬁory:
of Charles V. vol. 1. and My. Mickle’s Preface to his Tra.nﬁ?:-
tion of the Lufiad. ' Lo
’ 4 S N Why
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Why do you not Jerufalem reftore, | §30
By Renegadoes ravifh’d from your power ?
And why fo proudly o’er the world’s domain
Does the ftern Turk in impious fplendor reign ?
See’ft thou not, Spain! infulting Afric near,
‘Whefe wafting pirates fhould thy vengeance fear? 534
And yet thou leav'ft that righteous war, to make
- 'The fons of Italy with terror fhake.

O Italy! thou fink of vice and fhame!
Thou fleep’ft forgetful of thy blafted fame,
By turns to thefe, by turns to thofe a prey, §40
"Fhat ence were wont to tremble at thy fway.
If fear of famine in thy cavern’d lands
Drives thee, O Swifs ! to feck from foreign hands”
Thy needful food, or in fome bloody ftrife
To end at once thy wretchednefs and life ; 548
Lo! where the Turk difptays his neighbouring ftore—
Chace him from Europe or the Grecian thore ;
So fhalt thou every want at full fupply, |
Qr in fome nobler field with glory die. -
Neot lefs than thee, O Swifs ! the mufe incites 50
Thy German nexghbours, where the wealth invites

Which

V;r 55 I. -—wbere the wealth invites
Which once from Rome—} Aftoe- the empcmt
Conftantine
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Which onte from Reeye with every treafure fraught,
Great Conftantine fele@ing rhither brought. '
Pactolus, Hetmus, rich with golden fands,
Mygdonia, Lydis, and the fertile lands -~ 535§
In whofe full praife fuch numerous poets vie, = -
Not far remov’d to crown your labours lie.

"Thou, mighty Leo! to whofe hand is given

The glorious charge to bear the keys of Heaven, .
If thine the truft our Italy to keep, - 560
Let her not perifh in lethargic fleep: T

Conftantine the Great had been baptized by Silvefter, and had
defeated Maxentius near Rome, he gave his palace: of Sad
Giovanni Laterano to the pope; he built many churches with
large endowments, and then made war upon Licinius his kin{-
man, a great perfecutor of the Chriftians. He afterwards re-
moved the imperial feat from Rome to Byzantium, which city
he rebuilt, and called, after his name, Conftantinople. Hence
the poet fays, that in Conflantinople were centered the riches
which Conftantine carried from Rome: all the reft he gave
to the Roman church: of him Dante fpeaks in this remarkable
manner,

Ahi, Conftantin! di quanta mal fu madre

Non la converfion, ma quella dote

Che da te prefe il primo ricco padre, .

Ah, Conftantine ! from thee what ills we draw !

Not that thy foul abjur’d the Pagan law ;

But far that gift the Chriftian world has griev’d,.

Which our firft wealthy fire from thee receiv'd.

Ver. 558 Thou, mighty Les! -.-J This addrefs is made te
Pope Ieo X ,
Thou
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Thou it her thepherd ; Gon. o thee beflows

The facred crock ;.mad, Leo, thee he chofe,

That thy, loud roar might terror rovad extend,
And thy ftrong arm thy fheep from wolves defend.
But whither has my wandering genius led 566
Far from the path I firft prepar’d to tread ?

Yet not fo far my mufe has learnt to firay,

But well L truft the can refume her way.

« In fair Damafcus thus the lift appears, 570
Allbrightwith breaft-plates, helms, and briftled {pears.
$oft blooming damfels on the champions thower
From roofs and windows e\rery veinal ﬁower 3
¥Each kmghtly rival to thc trumpct s found

H.ls courfer {purs with: many a fpnghdy beund ; 575
All prove their beft—fome merit gifts and praife,
And fome loud peals of fcorn and laughter raife.

: A fuit of armour,, doem’d'thcvi&or’;.prize,

For that day’s joufts the Syrian king fapplies;

Who late receiv’d it at a merchant’s hand, 58

A merchant journeying from Armenia’s land :-
To this the monarch adds a fcarf, embofs’d
With num'crous pearls, and géms’of rareft coft;
© Of fineft vicb the ftuff, with gold inwrought,

No vulgar price t th’ fnvalucd trea(urc bought. 585

e Y
JAPSIP Y
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Had Norandino' (well before adwis’d)
"This armour: known; above all other priz'd -
He this had held, nor had his- generous- mind’
Such armeur for the vi&or’s meed affigr’d; -
"Twere long -t tell who lefé it.on- the. way', g0
For hind- ehat pafe’d; a-far too coftly prey. ’
But let us :now- (this-tale: hivhile d?ﬂn-rs’df
To Gryphon!turn, who; whefr Bereach & the i,
Already found the manly-joufts begun;: '~ * -
Spears broke, and: filchions flafRing in the funs §of
Right ;youthful knights by- Nérandino held ’
Near to his perfon, who in-arms excelld;
In friendly league *gainft all opponents ftoed; -
Noble themfelves, and ffsrang of noble. blood :
Thefe in the martial {quare that day had run; oo’
With all the lifted warriors, one by one: '
‘With lance, with fword, ormace they wag’d the fight,"
While the king view’d, and view’d them with delight. .
Oft through-the cuirafs, in' th’ unpleafant ftrife,
The weapon pafs’d, endangering -either’s life: 60o3:
Like foes they fought; but that ‘the king could ftay -
At will their rage-and ‘bid furceafe the fray. - '
Now he of Antioch, who with Gryphon came,
(Martano was the coward’s hateful name) . )

.e - Stegt'
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Stept in and with his logks the combat dar’d, = 610

As if with Gryphon he in valour fhar’d;

Then ftood awhile befide, and earneft view'd

A dreadful fight that *twixt two knights enfu’d.’

Seleucia’s lord, among the youthful train

Wh;) came the general challenge to maintain, 615

In fingle conﬂxé't with Ombruno. ftrove:

At length his-falchion through his face he drove

And reach’d his ,life: all mourn’d him as he fell,

Whofe fame in arms could many a knight excel:

Nor could, thro’ all the realm, a name be found 620

For courtefy. and goodnefs more renown’d.

This feen, Martano trembled with affright,

Left equal fortune on himfelf fhould light: -

Nature prevailing, how he thence may ly

He meditates, but him with heedful eye 625

Brave Gryphan marks, and urging onward drives -

Againft a knight that in' the lift arrives.

Thus, when th’ exerting voice of village-fwains

A mungre} cur againft the wolf conftrains,

By turns he ftops, and barking views his foe, 630

Whofe teeth with anger gnath, whofe eyes with fury

glow.
Where princes fate the deeds of arms to fee,

With ladies, knights, and lords of high degree, '

Martano
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‘Martano fearing in the lift to run,

His courfer turn’d afide the fhock to thun, 635
Yet thofe who friendly wifh’d to veil his fhame
Might to his erring fteed afcribe the blame. -

But with his falchion next fo ill he foughe,
Demofthenes himfelf in vain had fought E

To plead his caufe: fo mucheach ftrokehefear’d, 640
His arms of brittle frame not forg’d of fteel appear’d,
At lengtn he fled, difturbing in his flight

The martial ranks: behind the recreant knight,
¥rom fcornful crowds loud peals of laughter rife,
S_houts, clamours, hiffes, mingling in the fkies. 64§
‘Thus, like th’ infidious wolf by fhepherds chac’d,
Martano from the lift redres difgrac’d :

While Gryphon ftays, but thinks his better name
Defil’d, difhonour’d, by his fellow’s thame: ‘
Rage fwell’d his heart, his face with crimfon glow’d,
As his the guilt: meanwhile from him the crowd 6351
Like deeds expe&t, and to the knight foretel

The fame difgrace that on his comrade fell. .

Ver. 634. Martano fearing in the It to run,” SRR
His courfer turn’d afide the foock to fhun.} Mar~'
tawo is undoubtedly the original of Spenfer’s Braggadocio. . See
the Fairy Queen, where the cowardice and the villany of the
latter are painted exallly in the fame colours: he fteals away
Sir Guyon's horfe, and is difgraced at the tournament made. by’
Satyrane,
9 Behoves
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Behoves him now to ftrain ¢ach nerve, and raife
His wonsed worth to fhine with brighter blaze: 644
Each flip to thofe whiofe minds: prejudge the caufe, |
Each venial fault the heavi¢ft cerifure draws.

Now Gryphon on his thigh the fpear addrefs’d,
{Who feldom held in vain his {pear in reft)
And to the charge his fosthing courfer prefs'd. 660
The:baron of Sidorfiz chati’d to meet
The dreadful thock, which hurl’d him from his feat;
All giize with wonder who his fall behold,
Far other chance than what they late foretold.
Again his fpear unbroken ‘Gryphon held, 665
And full on Lodieea’s lord impell’d :
The weapon fhiver’d on the bofly thield:
The champion, near extended on the field,
~ Fell backward on his fteed ; but foon anew
Recovering, with his fword at Gryphon flew. 670
Gryphon, who fees him ftill his feat maintain,
With fuch a dreadful thock affail’d in vain,
Thus to himfelf—Though here the fpear might fail,
. The fword, with aim repeated, fhall prevail,

" Then on his témples fell the furious fteel : 675
He feerr’d from Heaven the thundering force to feel.
Stroke following firoke was dealt with {weepy fway,
Till fen{olcfs -on the ground the warrior lay.”

~ Two

« 1 . ¢
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‘Two brethren, Thyrfis and Corymbus nam’d,

Long o’er the reft for fkill in tilting fam’d, 630

Their former fkill forgot, now prefs’d the fand

Beneath the fon of ‘Olivero’s hand* _

"This, from his fteed the {pear’s firft onfet threw,

And that, the falchion from his faddle drew:

While_ with united voice the lifts declare, 685

The ftranger’s arm that day the prize would bear.
Among the reft that to the tilting came, .

‘Was Salenterno of redoubted name,

Who o’er the realm with rule defpotic rcign’d,'

And firft in joufts the gallant ftrife maintain’d. 690

He, fird to anger that a ftranger’s mlght

Should win the palm from every Syrian kmght,

A lance arrc{hng, loud to Gryphon cries,

And,. proudly threatemno to the courfe defies.

Brave Gryphon anfwers with his fpear in reft, 69

(A fpear from ten feleted for the beft);,

Full on the fhield the well-aim’d point arrives,

Thro’ thield, thro’ cuirafs, and thro> bofom drives ;

And pafling on, its cruel paflage tears,

And at his back a palm behind appears. 700

All, fave the king, with joy beheld his fate,

For all th’ oppreflive Salenterno hate. _
Vou. I, Y  Tw
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Two of Damafcus next his prowefs own,
Carmondo and Ermophilus o’erthrown :
One o’er the monarch’s martial hoft prefides ; 7‘65
And one, high-admiral, his navy guides.
" “This at the onfet from his feat behold
Caft headlong ; that, beneath his courfer roll’d,
Lies overwhelm’d, nor could his courfer ftand
Againtt the thock of Gryphon’s powerful hand. 710
Seleucia’s lord, who fiill his place maintain’d,
The braveft champion of the eight remain’d ;
Nor only brave; a fteed the warrior bore
Of generous race, and arms of proof he wore.
- Now rufhing furious each his fpear oppos’d 715
To where againfi the fight the vizor clos’d ;
But Gryphon with fuch force the Pagan thook,
His left foot ftraight the ftitrup’s hold forfook.
“Their broken lances now afide they threw,
And wheeling round their beaming falchions drew.
From Gryphon firft a ftroke the Pagan feels 721
‘That from his thundering arm the Chriftian deals;
Sheer thro’ the fhield’s tough plate and bone it goes,
‘Which from athoufand fhields the warrior chofe:
His thigh hid next receiv’d the biting blade, 725
But double folds of fteel the fury ftay’d.

Seleucia’s
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Seleucia’s lord at Gryphon’s vizor drove

The weapon’s edge, which falling from above

Had pierc’d through all, but that the warrior’s arms

By potent {pell fecur’d each limb from harms; 730

‘While happier Gryphon, at each furious ftroke,

" Cleft the tough mail and jointed armour broke.

All prefent now Seleucia’s lord beheld

By nob@e Gryphon in the field excell’d ;

And had not Norandino. ftay’d <he fight, 735

That day had funk him to eternal night!

But to his guards the king a fignal made

To part the combatants : the guards obey’d :

All view ’d with joy the dreadful conﬁ1& ceale,

And prais’d their gracious king who gave the peace.
Thofe gallant eight, who challeng’d all thelift, 741

Too weak a fingle warrior to refift,

Were vanquifh’d one by one ; the reft who came

To meet the challenge found their hope of fame

‘Thro’ Gryphon loft, who thus unmatch’d had run,

And from the eight an eafy conqueft won. 746
‘Behold in one fhort hour the tilting ceas’d !

But Noréndino, to prolong the feaft

© Till clofe of day, defcends and gives command

To clear the fqﬁarc ; then of the knightly band 750

Y2. Two
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Two troops he forms, where each by birth or deed
. He mates in pairs, and bids the joufts proceed.
Meantime brave Gryphon to his home returns,’

While indignation in his bofom burns,

Still more deprefs’d with vile Martano’s tfhame, 755
Than joyful at his own weli-purchas’d fame.
Martano every art induftrious tries

His fhame to palliate with unmanly lyes;

While the foul partner of his guilt and wile
* Each falfehood feconds, adding guile to guile. 760
Howe’er the youthful knight their tales believ’d,
He heard in ﬁlencc, and th’ excufe receiv’'d ;

But deem’d it beft to part in fecret thence,
Lef, feen again, Martano fhould incenfe

"The people’s rage—Thus by a private way 765
They reach’d the gate thro’ which their journey lay.
‘Then, whether Gryphon’s courfer needed reft,

Or heavy toil the champion’s eyes opprefs’d,
The neareft dwelling for repofe he fought: |
Two miles the warrior to a dwelling brought : 770
His helm he loos’d, his limbs from armour freed,
And from the rcins and I;it releas’d his fteed ;

Ver. 753 —1o bi.\" home returns,] ‘The poet muft mean
wifere he was firft entertained at his arrival, though the pafbge

feems rather obfcure.

Thcn,

4
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Then, in a room retir’d, the ddor he clos’d,
And on the couch in flumber deep repos’d.

Now Origilla and Martano, bent 778
On fouleft treafon; to the garden went; ‘
And there the moft unheard-of fcheme defign’ d
That craft e’er whifper’d to the bafeft mind.
Martana means to feize the arms and veft
By Gryphon worn, the fteed which late he prefs’d;
And thus befork the king, in borrow’d fpoils, 781
iqurp the honour of another’s toils.

Soén as refolv’d, he takes the warrior’s weed,

The dazzling armour, and the milk-white fteed :
He grafps his buckler, and his creft he rears, 785
And a new Gryphon to the fight appears.

Then with the dame and fquires he turn’d to where
The bufy throng ftill fill’d the public {quare,

And came what time the martial rivals ceas’d

To wicld the {word and place the lance inreft. 790

The monarch gives command to feek the knight
‘Whofe lofty creft was deck’d with plumage white;
His courfer white, and white the veft he wore,
Though yet unknown the name the warrior bore.
He, who from looks affum’d deriv’d his pride, 795
Like the vile afs beneath the lion’s hxdc, ‘

Y3 ' The
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The fummons heard, and with unblufhing face
To Norandino went in Gryphon’s place.
Saon as the king the feeming knight efpy’d,

"He rofe, embrac’d, and plac’d him at his fide; 800
Nor deem’d enough, himfelf fuch praife te yield,
But will’d his worth to blazon o’er the field :

He bids the heralds to the lifts around
Him glorious victor of the day refound.

With trumpets fprightly notes, in loud acclaim 8o 5
Wide fpreads from tongue to tongue his worthlefs
name; '

And when the monarch to his palace rode,
He kept him near, and every honour thow’d,
Such honours, as tranfcending mortal praife,'
The deeds of Mars or Hercules might raife: 810

" He gax;e him fair and ftately rooms prepar’d

Within the court, where Origilla fhar’d

An equal grace, on whom in royal ftate

A train of noble knights and damfels wait.

But let us now to Gryphon change the ftile, 815
Who, little confcious of his comrade’s guile;
Still unfufpe&ting lock’d in flumber lay,
Nor wak’d till low declin’d the light of day.

8 His-
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His fleep difpell’d, and blufhing thus to wafte

‘The ﬁee;ing hours, he quits his bed in hafte, 820

And feeks (as yet unknowing of his fhame)

The lying kinfman and deceitful dame

‘Whom late he left with all th’ attendant train: .

‘When thefe he finds no more, and feeks in vain

His arms and vefture, new {ufpicians rife, 825

Increafing when his comrade’s arms he fpies.

The hoft ftept forth, and all the truth difplay’d,

‘That he, whom now he fought, erewhile array’d

In armour white, had with the d‘ame and train

Of followers to the lift return’d again. 830 |
By flow degrees to Gryphon naw reveal’d,

That truth appear’d which love had long conceal’d ;

Soon to his grief he found a brother’s name

But veil’d the partner of her lawlefs flame :

He now repents that €’er his mind was wrought 83§

To flight the tidings by the pilgrim brought,

And lend an ear to hcr,L whofc.tgars or fmiles

- Had oft betray’d him in her treacherous wiles.

‘What fhould he do ? Impell’d by prefent need,

He takes the bafe Martano’s arms and fteed: 840

_But better had he gone unarm’d, than wear

The cuirafs fuch a b_rééit was wont to bear;

Y 4 That

-
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‘That hateful buckler on his arm embrace,

And on his head that fcornful helmet place.

Yet cager to purfue th’ adulterous pair, 845
His foul was loft to every other care:

The city now he reacfx*d, what time the day
Departing, Pheebus fhone with evening ray.

Built near the gate to which the champion drew,
High on the left a caftle rofe to view; | 850
Not only ftrong in war to check the foe,

But rich in coft and pomp of peaceful fhow:
The king, affembling here a couftly band,
Lords, dames, and knights, the firft of Syria’s land,
Above the walls a fplendid feaft prepar’d, 855
And with his guefts the focial banquet fhar'd ;
‘Whence, from afar, beneath their wide furvey,
The diftant fields and open country lay.
As tow’rds the gate advancing Gryphon came,
Clad in the veftments of op:probrious fhame; 860
11l chance for him! the king and feftive train
Beheld him pacing o’er the verdant plain.
Efteem’d the fame he look’d by outward port,
He mov.d the dames and knights to fcornful {port,
Where next the king, amid the nobles plac’d, 863
Martano fate with higheft favour grac’d;

7 : And




‘.

B.XVIl. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 33

And near, the worthy partner of his guile:

Of thefe the king enquir’d, with gracious fmile,
What wretch was that who lately to his coft
Effay’d the joufts ; who, every honour loft, 870
Could thus return—"Tis wondrous ftrange (he cry’d)

“That you, a knight fo brave in combat try’d,
Should join with one, to knighthood fuch difgrace,
‘That all our eaft {carce knows a name fo bafe;
Unlefs you feek perchance t’ exalt your praife, 875
And with his deeds compar’d your glory raife.

But, by yon Heaven! and all its powers I fwear,
Did not your worth my warmeft friendfhip fhare,

" Such public penance fhould the daftard find,

Such as my hatred to his coward kind 880

Might tell to all—and if he ’fcape the thame,

~ He owes his thanks to you with whom he came, .

"Then he, the fink of every vice, reply’d:

" Great king ! the man whofe a&ts his mien bely’d,
Near Antioch’s town but late (nor can I tell 885
His name or birth) with me in converfe fell :

I deem’d him worthy by his martial air '
With me the trial of the lifts to Iha;c,
But ne’er beheld him in the field difplay
‘His craven arms till that difgraceful day; 890
' When
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When far incens’d tp fee fo deep a fain

On knighthood caft, I fcarcely could refrain
That hour to teach him fuch a fatal dance,

He never more fhould wield the fword or lance :

But due refpeét for fuch a noble band, 895

And reverence to your prefence held my hand.
Yet let not thofe fhort days with me he pafs’d

. O’¢r his demerits now oblivion caft,

Since from thofe days recall’d methinks I find,
And ever fhall, difgrace opprefs my mind, 900
If, to their fhame who bear the name of knight,

He gaes difmifs’d unqueftion’d from your fight.
Far rather let me view, with well-pleas’d eye,

The wretch {ufpended quivering in the fky:

A fentence that may future warning give 903§
To all fuch daftards that unpunifh’d live. )

Martano thus ; when Origilla took
The word, to fecond what her minion fpoke.

To whom the king—Not fo his déeds I view,
Or think that death to fuch a crime is due: 910
But we, in judgntent for his great offence,

Will to the crowd another feaft difpenfe.

He faid; and to a baron gave in {:harge

His royal will: inftrutted now at large,

The.
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The baron, with a trufty guard, defcends, 91§
And filent near the city walls attends
In fecret ambuth, Gryphon there to wait:
Him, "twixt two bridgés, entering at the gate,
He feizes t;nawa.rcs, and, bound in chaias, -
Clos’d in a gloomy cell till morn detains. .920

Now had the fun above the watery bed
Of hoary Tethys rais’d his golden head,
From Alpine plains began to chace the night,
And fhed on Alpine hills his trembling light ;
When vile Martano, fearing Gryphon bold - 92§
Might to the king at length the truth unfold,
And on hlmfclf revenge the treafon, took
A hafty farewel and the town forfook :
Excufe he pleaded that th® unfinifh’d feaft
He left, and feem’d to flight the king’s requeft, 930
Who urg’d his ftay, and gifts beftow’d to crown
The glorious deeds of knighthood not his own.
But let him go, and truft fome future time
Shall give fuch punithment as fits his crime.

Now near the throng’d piazza Gryphon came, 9 3 5
By guards conducted to the place of thame:

They

Ver. 933. But ket him go—] He returns to-Martano and
Origilla, Book xviii. ver. §20.

Vex' 935. Now near the throng'd piazza Gryphon came,]

« Cowards ’
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They ftript him of his arms and plumy creft;

And left dithonour’d in an himble veft;

Then led him thus amidft the fhouting train,

High plac’'d to view upon a rolling wain, 940
Which with flow ftep two lagging oxen drew,

By Hunger lean and of ill-favour’d hue:

Around tl’ ignoble car a mingled throng,

Dotards and fhamelefs. women, pour’d along: -
Now this, now that, fupply’d the driver’s place, 945
. And all with vulgar rage the knight difgrace.
Above the reft the childith rout prevail’d,

Who not alone his name wiﬁh taunts aflail’d,

But, that the wifer cduld their hands reftrain;

With ftones in boyifh rage the knight had flain. g50
Thofe arms, to which his evil chance he ow’d,
Thofe arms, whofe make mifled th’ ill-judging crowd,
Trail’d at the car behind, along the ground

In fordid filth their rightful penance found.

The wheels now ftay’d before the judgment feat,
And there he heard the herald’s voice repeat = 956
« Cowards in the lifts were proclaimed falfe and perjured,
their armour was taken from them, beginning from the hesl
upwards, and then ignominioufly flung piece by piece over
the barriers : they were likewife dragged out of the lifts, and
punifhed as the judges decreed. >

See UrTon’s Notes on Spenfer.
| Another’s
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Another’s deeds, and with Martano’s fhame

By trumpet’s found his own great deeds defame,
Thus through the ftreets, to all a public fight,

-By houfes, temples, fhops, they led the knight, g6o
‘Where not a name, that infult e’er apply’d,

Was then forgot; at length the car they guide
Without the walls, and thence in foul difgrace
They mean with blows to drive him from the place:
But fcarce they from his feet the gyves unbound, g65
And loos’d the chains that clafp’d his arms around,'
| When, lo! he drew the fword and feiz’d the thield
That late were ufelefs dragg’d along the field :
While near him prefs’d unarm’d th’ ignoble crew
Whofe hands nor held the fpear, nor falchion drew.

" Th’ enfuing book, my lord, the fequel thows, 971
For time requires the ftory here to clofe.

END OF THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

CuarrEs and his Paladins attack Rodomont, and at laft
compel him to leave the city. He repafles the Seine, and
hears that Doralis is carried off by Mandricardo. Rodo-
mont being gone, Charles returns to the field. General
battle renewed with great flaughter on both fides. Ferrau
.and Dardinello fignalize themfelves. Lurcanio killed by
Dardinelle. Gryphon being fet at liberty, to revenge the
fhame he had fuffered, makes great flaughter among the
people- of Damafcus. Norandino appeafes him. Agquilant
meets with Martano and Origilla, feizes and carries them
to Damafcus: end of that adventure. Norandino infti-
tutes another tournament in honour of Gryphon. Arrival
of Sanfonetto, Aftolpho, and Marphifa, at Damafcus. Con-
“fufion on account of a fuit of armour offered by the king
as the prize of the vitor. Marphifa, Aftolpho, and
Sanfonetto overthrow all oppofers. Gryphon and Agquilant
unhorfed. At laft the four knights are known to each other,
- and peace is reftored. Aftolpho, Sanfonetto, Gryphon, Aqui-
lant, and Marphif depart for France : they embark on board
a fhip; arrive at Cyprus; are overtaken by a dreadful ftorm.
Account of the general battle refumed. Dardinello is flain
by Rinaldo. The Pagans begin to give ground; at laft
“the rout becomes -univerfal, and the Pagans retire to their
entrenchments. Medoro and Cloridano, two Moorith youths,
leave their pofts in the middle of the night, and venture into
the enemy’s camp in order to feek out, and give burial to, the
body of their dead mafter Dardinello.
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STILL, generous prince! my loyal mufe dif
plays ' '

Your high' deferts, and ever feeks to praife :
But much 1 fear, too weak t’ exalt your name;
She but defrauds you of a nobler fame.
Amidf¥ your virtues; one above the reft 4
.My tongue, my bofom, ever has confefs’d 3
While open audience all from you receive,
None find you ever ready to believe
Each light reporte—your goednefs will befriend
Th’ dccus’d when abfent, oft attention lend 10
To each fair plea, and keep a gracious ear; - ‘
When prefent, from himfelf his tale to hear;
And rather months épd years the caufe defer, -
Than to anosher’s wong. in hafty fentence err.

Vor. II. z Had
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Had Norandino well His ‘conduét weigh’d, 15
His lips might ne’er on Gryphon’s head have laid
Thé doom unjuft : while: honour crowns your sime,
He, unadvis’d, has ftain’d his future fame.
Through him his people breathlefs on the plain
Fall by the raging hand of Gryphon flain; 20
Who-thrufts or whirls, by turas, the mortﬂ frecl,
‘And thirty near the car his fury feel.

Swift fly the reft, as terror bids them ftray;

One feeks the ficld, dnd one the beaten way
Thefe hope again to enter in the wall ; 25

* Where each on each in ‘mingled heaps:tifey fall.
Without a Word or menace, Gryphon glows .. .
With filent wrath, no foft compafiion knows,

*But drives his fword dmidft the trembling throogs,
And takes dire vengeance for his forfrier wrongs. ‘3o
Of thofe, who firft difperfing: 0’r the plais,

With nimble feetthe city walls can gain,

" Impetuous fome, -as fenfe of danger fways,

Rorgetfill of their friends, thé dfawbridge raife.
Some fly with ghaftly looks in pale affright,. 35
Nor caft'a look behind -them.in-wheir Bight; -
While wide in every diftant quatter rife
The thouting- clamours and'diftrefsful cries. -

1 : . 1 Fferce
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Fierce Gryphon,' as aloft the bridge they drew,

(111 chance for theri) two luoklefs wretches lew. 40
Of thefe, one dath’d againft the. ftony plain |
Pour’d from his batter'd fkell the finoking brain s
One, wounded in the bréaft, fell headlong down,’
As up the walls he-climb’d to-rqach the town : '
The trembling crowds, with terror chill’d, behold i 5
The breathlefs carcafe:from the rarixparts roll’'d. -
Great is the fear that many a mind appalls,

Left furious Gryphon fhould o’erleap the walls: .
Not deeper tumults could around prevail, '
Should the ftern Soldan with his hoft affil §0
Damafcus’ gates—sarms flath, loud thouts afeend;
Now here, now there, the thronging-people bend :
Timbrels and trumpets mingled pour around

The deafening noife and to the fkies refound.

Bat let us for a while forbear to tell 71
What fortune next the gallant knight befel :
Now muft the verfe the deeds of Charles recite,
Who bent on Rodomont his fearlefs might,

And in his train feven daring warriors led,
T’ avenge his fubjecs by the Pagan dead. 6o

~ Ver. 55. But let us for a while forbear to tell]. The ftory of

Giryphon is continued in this book, ver. 395.
‘ Z 2 ‘ The
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The foe, defended with his fcaly hide

- Of proof refiftlefs, every arm defy’d:
Eight fpears at once from eight fuch warriors fent;
He felt, yet fcarcely to the tempeft bent :
But as the veflt], yielding to the gale, 65
Swift rifes as the pilot fhifts the fail

. ‘To catch the wind ; fo Rodomont arofe,
Tho’ fcarce 2 mountain could have borne the blows.
To join the warlike eight whom late I told,
Full many a chief, whofe a&tions Fame enroll’d, 70
Enclos’d the foe : with thefe the treacherous name

. Of Gannelon, with thefe good Turpin came;

'And Arimon, and Englith Edward, late
Receiv’d by Charles in Paris’ regal gate.

As built on Alpine rocks, with ftately pride, 73

A caftle that has every force defy’d,

Ver. 71.  w——with thefe the treacherous name
Of Ganneln—] An inveterate enemy to the houfes

of Rinaldo and Orlando, and as fuch recorded by Pulci; Boy-
ardg, and other romance writers. Gannelon or Gano is fre-
quently mentioned in Don Quixote.

Ver. 72. good Turpin—] Turpin, archbifhop of Rheims,
reputed author of the fabulous hiftory of Charlemain and his
_twelve peers. The authority of this prelate is frequently brought
forth by Ariofto, ip evidence of many aions recorded in
- this poem, to which he is faid to have been an eye-witnefs.

7 Unfhaken
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Untfhaken ftands, when whirlwinds {weeping round,

Tear oaks and beeches from the groaning ground ; .

Firm in himifelf the haughty Pagan ftood, ,

Inflam’d with fury, and athirft for bleod. 80

As roaring ftorms the coming bolt prefage;

So vengeance follows his deftructive rage.

At him, that neareft prefs’d, the ftroke he dealt :

Haplefs Ughetto of Dordona felt

The rufhing blade: cleft to the teeth he dy’d, 8

Nor aught avail’d his helm of temper try’d.

On every limb by turns the Pagan found

Some weapon light, but ljght without a wound.

Secur’d from harm, the dragon’s jointed fcale
Impervious, made ecach fword and javelin fall. go

| And now, attending at their fovereign’s call,

Each quits the gate and well-defended wall ;

And haftes to battle, where his prince’s fight

Swells every breaft and ftrings each nerve for fight.

As when, amid the circus’ bounds enclos’d, 9%

Stands a fierce lionefs, for fport expos’d,

If chance a lordly bull is loos'd to wage

The public combat with her threatening rage,

Her tawny'cubs behold (unfeen before) '

The ftately beatt and hear his dreadful roar: 100

‘ Z3 ‘ They



342 ORLANDO FURFOSO. B, XVII,.

They view s ample horns'with frange amaze,
* And white they view, with doubtful terror gaze ;
But if their dam with' {favage teeth invade
The bull’s ftrong chefl, they hatte their dam to aid:
Now at his back, now at his paunch they fly, 10§
And thirftin blood their tender paws to dye.
Againft the Pagan thus the Chriftians drew :
From roofs and windows fome their weapons threw:
Some clofer prefs’d ; while; all around him rain’d,
His head a ponderous thower of arms fuftain’d. 110
Still more and more they throng (a mingled train)
The {pace can fcarcely hosfe and foot contain.
From every part, like cluftering bees, they pour;
Though moft, unarm’d, no warliké weapons bore,
And came but to be flain—the Pagan’s rage 113
Could fcarce fuffice their numbers to engage.
Still grows his toil—ftill crowds to crowds fucceed,
Though hundreds by his fatal prowefs bleed.
His breath in fhorter pantings comes and goes ;
He fees, unlefs his arm can ftem the foes, 120
While yet unhurt his ftrength and limbs remain,
Hereafter muft h{:r’hopc t’ efcape in vain.

Now here, tiow there he turns his baleful eyes,
And every pafs with numbers clos'd efpies.

Around
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Around him now his murderous fword he threw; 1245

Ang fwift, as fury urg’d, refiftlefs flew .

On Britain’s.late-rais’d. bands his force to thed,

The bapds by Arimon and Edward led, '

Whoe’er has from the throng’d piazza view’d >

The giddy populace in hegps purfu'd 130

By fome wild bull, that all the day has met '

With goads and wounds, by men.and dogs befets -

He foams, he fnorts, he drives them round and round,

And this, now that he toffes from the ground

Such may he deem, but far more dreadful fhows 13 5

The cruel African amidft his foes !

Full twenty with his fword he cleaves in twain,

As many headlefs from his ftroke rcrﬁain;

He mows down lives, as by the pruner’s hand B

Young vines and fallows lopt beftrow theland. - 140-
Thus dreadful Rodomont the carnage fpread

Where’er he pafs’d : at length o’er piles of dead

He turn’d his fteps to quit the hoftile town,

But ’mid# his flight no marks of fear were thown ;

Retreating now the nearer Seine he views, 14§

That from the ramparts to the plain purfues

Its filent courfe—the throngs around him prefs, .

Urge him.behind, nor let bim part in peace.

’ Z 4 As
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As in Nomadia’s or Mafiilia’s thade,

The generous beaft whem hunters bold invade, 140

Even while he flies with noble fury burns,

And, threatening, flowly to his woods returns :

So Rodomont, in whofe high foul appears

No abjeét thought, hemm’d round with fwords and

fpears, ’

‘With darts and javelins like a briftled wood, 155

Slow drags his lingering fteps to reach the flood,

Again he turns, again with brandifh’d blade

A hundred fent to tread the Stygian fhade.

. At length, compell’d, he gives to pumbers way,

Submits to fortunc and r;:ﬁgns theday: = ybo

With all his arms, he plunges in the tide;

His nervous limbs the flathing waves divide.

Afric ne'er bred his like; though Afric’s earth

Gave Hannibal and great Antzus birth.

‘Soon as he reach’d the fhore, his ruthlefs mind 163

Again repented that he left behind

The town unfack’d; again his thoughts afpire

Her fons to flay and wfap her walls in fire,

While thus he paus'd, one drawing near he view'd,

That foon with other cares his wrath fubdu’d : 170
But
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But who this envoy, fits not here to tell ;
Firft learn what chance in other parts befel.
Whe‘r; Difcord had receiv’d the high command
To kindle ftrife amidft the Pagan band,
She Fraud gommiffions in her ftead to keep 178
The convent’s cells, nor let Contention fleep
Till her return; then calls her fifter Pride,
Who in one dome accuftom’d to refide
Confents to go, but midft the holy train
Bids, in her place, Hypocrify remain. = 180
Now Pride and Difcord on their baleful way
To where encamp’d the Chriftian army lay
Urge all their fpeed, when to their ﬁght appears
Afflicted Jealoufy with jaundice fears :
With her a dwarf, from Doralis the fair 18¢
Difpatch’d to Rodomont the news to bear,
How late in Mandricardo’s hand fhe fell ;
Nor need the mufe again th’ adventure tell.
It chanc’d that Jealoufy the dwarf had found,
His meffage foon fhe learnt and whither bound ; 190
Ver. 172. Firf larn—] ‘The ftory is continued in this
book, ver. 200.
Ver, 185. With her a dwarfy—] Dwarfs and'damfels were
common meflengers in the days of chivalry, and as fuch often

mentioned in Don Qt_x‘ixote.
" Then
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Then join’d with, him an eaterprize ta thare -

That fee'd. to-claim her own peeuliar cae,

Well. plgay'd was; Qifcord Jealoufy o, viear,

But more her caufe of coming when fhe-knew,

Erom whom fuch hope of powerful aid the drew. 195 J

To! hence the feeds to mix, in mortal war

Stern Rodoment and Agricanes’ heir ; .

For other chiefs the 'ot}’xcr plans maj frame,

But this fuffices here to fprcad the flame.

\ Now with the dwarf arriving where the hand 200

Of Rodomont deftroy’d each Chriftian band ;

They reach'd the Seine what time his filver tide

The Turk had crofs’d, who when the dwarf he {py’d,

His wrath he fmopth’d;l his louring brow he clear’d,

Agd fudden gladnefs in his looks appear’d : 205

All unprepar’d for what he foon muft find,

An infult which his foul had ne’er divin'd.

The dwarf he met, and.with a fmiling face :

How fares our dame, and whither bends thy pace?
Then he—Nor mine nor yours I call the darue 210

To whom another now aﬁ'crts his claim :

But yefter’s fun, as in her tcnt' fhe lay,

A fingle warrior hew’d -his hloody wax\‘ ‘

Theo’ all her guards, and thencc, by force convey’d,.

The royal fair his weeping captive made.- 21§
He
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He faid ; when Jealoufy ftept forth and peefs’d. -
(Cold as an afp) the warrior to her breaft. '
Now Difcord ﬂ:rikes her flint the fire to raife,
While Pride beneath the ready fewel lays :

Quick burfts the flame, through all the Pagan flies
The ragipg peft and flathes from his eyes: 221
He fighis; he groans, full horribly he roars,
Blafphgming Heaven and Heaven’s immortal powers.
As when the tigrefs to her empty den

Too late returning, fnuffs the track of men, 225
And finds her darling young ones borne away,

Nor hills, nor ftreams, her raging courfe delay :

- Thus the dread Saracen with fury burns, -

Lead on! he cries, as to ¢he dwarf he turns;

He feeks no fteed, nor car, but like the wind 230
Flies o’er the plain and teaves the war behind :

No courfer will he wait, refolv’d to take

The firft that Fortune’s gift his own thall make.
Then Difcord, who his inmoft foul furvey’d,
Turn’d to her fifter Pride, and fmiling faid: 235 ‘

Ver. 216.  — Fealouly flept forth and pref’d
(Gld as an afp) the warrior to her breaff.] With-
out danger of incurring the cenfure of blind partiality, often fo
juftly charged on tranflators, I may furely venture to point out
this _paffage to the reader as a fine allegorical picture,
. His
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His footfteps fhall we guide to find. a fteed
That other contefts, other woes will breed ?
The care be mine, where’er he roves the land,
No horfe but one fhall meet his daring hand. .

To Charles we turn, who now, the Pagan fled, 240
Forbade the flames extinguifh’d more to fpread :
His troops he marthall’d ; fome with ardor fir'd
‘To guard the pofts that chief their aid requir’d :
The reft he fent againft the i’agan train
To meet their ftrongeft force in open plain; 24§
And through each pafs a numerous army pours,

" From Saint Germano and Saint Vi&or’s towers ;
Then near Marcellus’ gate bids every band,
Togc;hcr join’d, in rank of battle ftand,

Inciting all their faithlefs foes to quell, 250
With deeds that every future time might tell :
Their banners rang’d, he points their noble rage,
And.gives the trumpet’s fignal to engage.

King Agramant had try’d, nor try’d in vain,
Though hemm’d with foes, his courfer to regain : 255
Remounted now, againft the kmght * who lov d
Fair Ifabella, fingle fight he prov’d.

. % ZERBINO.

. Ver. 240. To Charles we turny—] The poet follows Rodo-
mont, Book xxiii. ver. 237.

With
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With king Sobrino bold Lurcanio clos’d:

Rinaldo ftood againft a troop oppos’d,

Whom (Fortune fmiling on his dauntlefs might) 260

He flew, difpers’d, o’erturn’d, and chac’d in flight.

So far’d the war—~when Charles his legions brought

To charge the rear where king Marfilius fought:

Beneath whofe ftandards crowd the flower of Spain,

His foot the midft compofe, his horfe the wings fuf-
tain. : 26§

The monatch leads th’ aflault—the hills afound,’ ‘

‘The vales return the drum’s and trumpet’s found.

Already now the Pagans feem’d to yield,

And foon, with broken files, had left the field,

But Falfirones came, and at his fide 270

Grandonio, both in greater dangers try d '

With l'Balugantcs, Serpentino fam’d,

And bold Fc‘rrau, who thus aloud exclaim’d.

O friends belov’'d! O! once of martial might!
O! brethren ! yet maintain this arduous fight! 27§
Give what to fame we owe—yon hoftile.train
Shall wcavc, like fpiders’ hets, their toils in \;ain"
Thmk what rewards, what honours muft attend,
Should Fortune on this day our arms befriend ;
Think what our lofs and never-ending fhame, 280
.If bafely driven from fuch a field of fame.

A ponderous
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A ponderous .fpecf-he-“;'vibldcd as he fpoke,
And aim’d at Berlinger the foreéful ftroke;
- (Whofe arm fo well with Argaliffa {ped

He burft the fencing helmet from his head)- 285 .

Now Berlinger o’erthrown, his fatal blade

Eight haplefs warriors near him proftrate laid.

In other parts what warlike numbers fell

Before Rinaldo, fcarce the mufe can tell :

Thou might’ft have feen, amidft th’ embattled field,
The flying {quadrons to his fury yield. 291
No.lefs Zerbino and Lurcanio, fir'd '

With martial heat, the tongue of praife infpir'd ;
That, with a {peeding thruft Baleftro flew,

This, Finadurus’ helmet cleft in two: . ags
The firft the forces of Alzerbé {way’d,

"That late before Tardocco’s rule obey’d :

~ - 'The fecond held ‘beneath his high command

Zaimora, Saffa, and Morocco’s band.

“Was there (methinks you cry) with fword and fhield
No knight of Afric to difpute the field? . 3oz
Awhile attend—nor deem one worthy name
Shall pafs defrauded of his rightful fame.

Nor fhall Zumara’s king be left unfung,
‘Brave Dardinello, from Almontes fprung, 308

‘Whofe .
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“Whofe lance, in reft-againft'sthe. Chriftrans.(3t,
'Dulphino of the mount, and Elius met; . .- - -
Hubett of Mirford, Claudio of the grove;

On Pinamontés then fhis fword he drove, -

On good Anfelmo of Stanforda’s powers; - 310
‘And Raymond feat from:London’s ftately towers..
‘Thefe feven, renown’d in-arms, 'to earth-he threw,
T'wo fenfelefs, one-he wounded, four he Gew. N
‘But all his worth avail’d ‘not ¢o referain, .-, !

His people’s panic, and their ranks detain - ~3rs
‘To et our troops, who, lefs in-number, fought

With nobler warmth, and to the combat bregght ’

‘Whate’er exalts the warrior in the field,

The 1kill to.reft the lance, ‘or lift'the fhield,

The Moors in Settaand Zumara-bred, :320
‘Thofe of Morocco and Canara.fled:

- But with the foremoft fled Alzerbé’s train,

‘Whofe: flight -the noble youth * oppos’d'in vain.
At lenigth, with threats and prayefs by turns addref{s’d,
He rouz'd the flame in every generous breaft. 325

If in your memory worthy yet to-dwell

Almontes lives—this prefent hodr. fhall- tell :

This hour thall fhow, if midft his foes enclosd,
You leave'in meihis fon to.death expos’d.

* DARDINELLO.

Stay }

i
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Stay ! L. conjure you—by my tender age, 330
From which your hopes could future fame prefage!
Shall each brave chief by hoftile fwords be flain,
And none revifit Afric’s lov'd domain ?
Surrounded here, all fafety elfe deny’d,

Our firm knit bands alone can cleave the tide. 335
What fofie, what ramparts our return oppofe,
‘What mountains rife between, what ocean flows !
Here let us rather die, than fink fo low

To wait the mercy of a Chriftian foe.

O ! theh be firm—in this, my friends, remain 340
Our deareft hopes, all other hopes are vain!

Like us the foes have but two hands to wield,

One foul to fire them, and one life to yield.

So fpoke the generous youth, and {peaking gave
The earl of Athol to the greedy grave. 345
The dear remembrance of Almontes ran
Through Afric’s hoft, and fpread from man to man:
Each deem’d it nobler now with glorious arms
Fo guard their lives, than fly impending harms.
William of Burnick, tall of ftature, tow’r’d 350
Above his peers, but Dardinello’s fword
Levell’d him with the reft—and near him reft

His life from Arimon, and headlefs left:
(A Cornith
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(A Cornifh champion)—as he prefs'd the plain’ .
His brother haften’d to his aid in vaifi. 35§
Betwixt his fhoulders, Dardinello fent-
‘The recking fteel, that through his bofom went.
‘Through Bogio’s belly next he thruft the blade;
And freed him from his Pxfomifc lately made:
Vainly he promis’d to his weeping wifc 360
Six maons fhould bring him back with fame and life..

Brave Dardinello near Lurcanio *fpy’d,
By whom, but then o’erthrown, Dochino dy’d,
Pierc’d through the throat ; by whom, with gory head,
Cleft to the teeth, lay bleeding Gardo dead. 365
He faw Altzus, dearer than his life; '
Attempt too late to fly the bloody ftrife.
Full at his nape the ftroke Lurcanio aim’d,
And ftretch’d him dead : Almontes’ fon, enflam’d -
With thirftof vengeance, grafp’d his ready fpear, 37
And vow’d to Macon (did his Macon hear):
Should flain Lurcanio that day’s triumph grace,
His empty arms within the mofque to place.
‘Then through the ranks with rapid fpeed lie flies,
And to his fide fo well the lance applies, 375
Pierc’d through and through he hur}s him totheplam,
And inftant bids his followers {’cnp the flain.

Vor. II. Aa What

sf,
PR
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What. tongue fhall alk if Ariodantes mourn’d
His brother’s-flaughter ? if.in rage he burn’d
With his own hand to give the vengeful blow, 3%
And Dardinello fead to fhades belaw ¥
In vain he raves—not more the Pagan foes '
Than thronging Chriftians his.defign oppofe :
Yet eager for revenge, now here, now there,
He.whirls his {word, breaks. through, and mows the

war,. - . — 3
T’ engage the Chriftian Pardinello flies,
But thronging round himx fpears and javekins rife,
And the thick prefs the knights to meet denies.
One chief no lefs-the Moorith troap deftroys,
Than one the Englifh, Frariks, and Scotch annoys:
Yet thefe to clofe in battle fate withftands, 3o
One doom’d to fall, but.fall by greater hands.
Rehold Rinaldo-comes, by fortaae led,”
To gain new fame from Dardincko dead..

But here no more—the mufe-averts the firaia 39
From deeds of glpry on'the weftern plain,

_Ver..396. - Erom deeds of glory—] . This battle is eogtinwed
in this book, ver. 1005,

. To




B.XVI{l. CRLANDO FURIOSO. 55

“To where fhe Gryphon left, whofe arm o’erthrew, >

With vengeful rage, Damafcus’ trembling crew.
King Norandino, whom the din alarms,
‘T'Be city feaves with all his courtin arms: 400
A thoufand men his faithful guard fupply, ;
And round he fees the timorous people ﬁ.y.
Meantime, the vulgar crowd difpers’d and fled,
Thofe lucklefs arms, that late his thame had brc‘d,'
(Such arms as fortune then vouchfaf’d to lend) 405
Brave Gryphon feiz’d his perfon to defend ; |
And near a temple, with ftrong walls immur’d,
Whofe fcite a deep enclofing foffe fecur’d,
Upon a narrow'bridgc his ftation chofe,
To guard him fafely from furrounding foes. 410
Behold where from the portal near him drew,
With many a fhout and threat, the warrior crew.
Yet Gryphon ftill, unmov’d, his placé rhdintain’d,
As if his fearlefs foul their force difdain'd: _
Onward he fprung: he grafp’d his glittering blade,
And mgnyAa gafping warrior breathlefs laid; 416 |
Then, to the bridge again retreating, lay
Safe from attack, and held his foes at bay.
Agai,n'he iffu’d, and again withdrew,
And dy’d\each time the gicund to crimfon hue, 420
While horfe and foot by turns to earth he threw.
Aaz Still
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Still more and more the troops uniting fwarm,
The deepening battle wears a direr form,
When Gryphon paufing views with anxious eyes
‘The hottile files that all around him rife : 42§
Faft from his wounded thigh and fhoulder trail’d
The purple ftreams ; his breath and vigour fail’d: .
But Virtue, watchful o’er her fons, inclin’d
~“To peace and pardon Norandino’s mind :
‘While from the walls he led his martial train, 430
He view’d around the ghaftly heaps of flain ;
The gaping wounds, that feem’d by He&or given,
With cruel fteel through temper’d armour driven,
And faw how far his late decree had wrong'd
A knight to whom all worth and praife belong’d. 43 [
~ When near him now the gallant youth he view’d
{Whofe fingle arm fuch numbers had fubdu'd,
That dy’d the watery foffe to fearful réd,
‘Entrench’d behind a ghaftly pile of dead)
Like ftern Horatius, that on Tyber’s tide 440
With nervous ftrength the Tufcan power defy’d,
Heart-ftruckwith grief and fhame, he bade furceafe
The cruel ftrife, and to confirm the peace
From further fight recall’d each willing band,
And ftretch’d, in fign of peace, his naked hand. 445
| Then
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Then thus to Gryphon—How fhall I proclaim
My fenfe of forrow and repenting fhame ?
Another’s crime, with deep-concértcd guile, .

Has led my erring judgment in the toil :

What to the worft I deem’d was juftly due, 4 56
.By' me has wrong’d the beft of knights in you.

If late repentance can amends difpenfe,

To heal the folly of my paft offence,

Behold me ready to repair the thame

Tha; lately fullied your illuftrious name: 458
Afk what thou wilt to crown thy high defert,

Gold, cities, lands—my kingdom’s'bettcr part,
With thefe the tribute of a faithful heart.

All, all is thine—but ftretch thy hand to prove
The lafting pledge of amity and love. . 460

He faid, and ceafing, from his fteed defcends,
And to the knight his better hand extends.
Gryphon, who fees the king with eager pace
Advance to meet him in a friend’s embrace,

At once his anger and his fword rcﬁgns, 465 :

And low at Norandino’s feet inclines '

To clafp his knees : the king beholds him bleed

With late-got wounds, and fummons at his need

A fkilful leech, then bids with gentleft care

Th’ wounded warrior to his palace bear. 47Q
Aaj But
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But him we leave, of Aquilant to {peak,

And bold Aftolpho, left behind to feck

Unhappy Gryphon, whom the powerful call

Of love had drawn from Salem’s hallow'd wall,
For many a day they fought, but fought in vain, 47§
Nor find their comrade loft, nor tidings gain. |

At length thg pilg;im,‘ who to Gryphon came,
They met, and learnt that Gryphon’s faithlefs dame,
Won by another’s love, had left in hafte

The Syrian confines, and to Antioch pals'd. 480
This when he heard, the fable warrior knew

That love had led his brother to purfue

His fearch from Judah’s land, to win the charms
Of Origilla from a rival’s arms.

But Aquilant, who, with fraternal love, 435
Could ill fupport that he alone fhoyld prove
Adventurous deeds, refolves with him to bear

His focial arms, and every danger fhare ;
“But firft he prays Aftolpho to delay

(Till back from Antioch he refum’d his way) 490
His purpos’d journey to the Gallic ftrand, |

Or pleafing voyage to his native land.

To Zaffa then he haftes a bark to take ;
By fea he deems his better fpeed to make.

Ver. 471. But bim we leque,~] He veturns to him in this
book, ver. 608,
He
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He mountsthe deck ; a fouth-ealt wind prevails, 495

Curls the green wave; and fills the favour’d fails.

So fwift their courfe, before the profperous breeze,

Next day he Surro and Saffeto fees; .

‘Then Zibelletto and Barutti leaves, - :

And diftant Cyprus on the left perceives; 500

From Tripoli to reach Tortofa {peeds, ‘

To Lizzo and Laiazzo’s gulph proceeds.

Thence, veering to the eaft, the pilet guides

The rapid veffel through the dathing tides.

He comes where to the fea Orontes drives, [{e]4

And fafely at the river's mouth arrives,

Here Aquilant, impatient, gives command

To caft the bridge, and iffues on the land.

Arm’d, on his fteed his eager courfe he fteers

Along the ftream, till Antioch’s town appears. 510

Nor Origilla nor Martano-there -

The warrior finds, but hears.the faithlefs pair

To rich Damafcus went, thé¢ regal joufts to fhare,
Full fure he deem’d that Gryphon would purfue -

- His perjur’d dame, and hence in hafte withdrew 515

, Véi".'sog To cq/llibe bridge,—] The poet by this means, a
broad plank laid from the fides of thc veflel to the fhore for the

horfes to land, . .
Aag , From
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From Antioch’s walls, refolv’d without delay
T'o pafs by land, nor rifk the watery way; '
When Gop, to prove he oft allots below
Good to the virtuous, to the wicked, woe ; P
'So guides his fearch, that on a certain day 520
He met the vile Martano on the way ;
Who bore before him, in proud triumph fhown,
The prize of tilting by another won.

When Aquilant Martano firft furvey’d
In arms and veft of fnow-white hue array’d, | 525
He deem’d his brother near, and eager flew
To clafp his neck ; but when' advanc'd he knew
His fond miftake, he chang’d his firft addrefs,
And as he joy’d before, now fears no lefs.
He fears fome fraud, by Origilla wrought, 530
Had to his end unhappy Gryphon brought.
Tell me (he cry’d) thou, whom thy looks proclaim
A thief and traitor, whence that armour came 3
Whence is that garb, and why doft thou beftride
The generous fteed that Gryphon wont to guide ? 535
Say—lives my brother yet, or breathlefs lies?
How haft thou made his horfe and arms thy prize ?

Struck with his adgry threats and dreadful fight,
Pale Origilla turns her fteed for fight; |

But
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But fudden Aquilant has feiz’d the reins, 540

And in her own defpite the dame retains.
 Confus’d and mute, as leaves to zephyrs fhake,
Martano feems in every limb to quake.
Still Aquilant in thundering accent raves,
While at his head the naked {word he waves, 5335
And vows, unlefs his lips the truth difplay,
The dame and he their forfeit lives thall pay.
Martano, pondering long how beft to hide |
His crime, with fpecious art at length reply’d.
Lo! there my fifter, mighty S?ir, who came 35350
From virtuous parénts, of unfully’d name;
Till Gryphon long, regardlefs of her race,
Detain’d her in a life of foul difgrace :
Much have 1 forrow’d for her haplefs fake ;
But fince too weak from fuch a knight to take 55%
The helplefs penitent, we fought t’ obtain
By art what force could never hope to gain.
She, while he flept, from Gryphon's power with-
drew ; -
And left he waking fhould pur flight purfue,
We thence convey’d his vefture, arms, and fteed, 560 '
And now in fafety on our way proceed.
So hop’d th’ impoftor with a fifter’s name
To veil the lawlefs partner of his fhame ;
But



362 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XVIlI,

. But Aquilant, who heard her ftory fpread
« Through Antioch’s town, and knew the life fhe led,
Enflam’d anew to wrath, indignant {poke : 566
Falfe flave! thou ly’fte=then aim’d a pond’rous ftroke
With lifted arm and mailed gauntlet bent,
And down his throat two bleeding teeth he fent:
Then with ftrong cords he pinion’d clofe behind 370
His caitiff-arms, and with like bonds confin’d
His foul aflociate, while fhe ftrove t* affuage
. With fruitlefs plea the warrior’s generous rage,
Who bade the fquires and all th’ attending train,
With gifts enrich’d, Damafcus’ walls regain. 573
Thus journeying on, through many a town he
brought
The fhamelefs pair; then in Damafcus fought
His brother loft, whofe juftice might difpenfe
The punifhment for fuch unheard offence.
Arriv’d, he found that Gryphon’s glorious fame 580
Was far diffus’d on rapid wings of fame :
Already old and young the tale could tell,
That this was he: who ran at tilt fo well;
And he, from wh.‘om his partner’s impious wiles
Had won the meed of arms and kaightly toils. §85 -
- The populace, cnrag’d, Martano view,

And pomt h1m oyt, and with loud threats purfue. - -
2 Be,hold
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Behold (they cry) the wretch, who fecks to raife
On other’s actions his diffembled: praife ; _
Who fullies, with his own epprabrious thame, 3590
The man who guards not well his better fame.
Yon woman fee, with every vice endu’d,

Who aids the wicked, and betrays the good. -
Some thus exclaim—How well the pair -agrée !

- Not he more treacherous than deceitful fhe! 595
With railing thefe, with curfes thofe purfue

Their hatgful way ; whilc,‘ eager for a view,

Through fireets and fquares th’ impatient vulgar -

throng, -
Prefs on each other’s fteps, and pour along,

With joy the king thefe tidings entertain’d, 600
With greater joy than for a kingdom gain’d; .
And with his few attendants eager prefs’d -

To meet brave Aquilant, his welgome gueft,
And pay fuch honours as to him belong’d
Whofe valoyr had aveng’d his Gryphon Wrong’d.',

Now Norandino, with the knight’s confent, 606" »

Within a gloomy cell his captives pent :
But Aquilant he led, where (fince the day
He bled in combat) wounded Gryphon lay ;

Who, when he view’d his brother, glow’d with ih?mc, :

As confcious that he knew his fully’d fame, 611
With
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With all that chanc’d : when Aquilant awhile
His love had rally’d with a friendly fmile,
They held debate what penance to impofe
On them from whom fuch foul deceit arofe. 615
Severe the king and Aquilant decreed
Their pains; but Gryphon wifh’d for her to plead:
Yet, fince he blufh’d to urge her caufe alone,
He begg’d his pleading might for both atone.
Atlength twas doom’d (to end the friendly ftrife) 620
To fcourge Martano, but to fpare his life,
Next day they gave him to the hangman’s hands,
‘Who bound his limbs, but not in flowery bands,
Then on the culprit many a lafh beftow’d, .
From ftreet to fireet, amidft the gaping crowd. 62
But Origilla ftill they kept to mourn
In bonds till fair Lucina thould rcturn,-
Whofe fage decree (for fo thefe lords ordain)
Her doom muft lighten, or enforce her pain.

Here Aquilant remain’d, till Gryphon, heal’d 630

Of every wound, his arms again could wield,

Ver. 623. ~—~— not in flowery bands,] This may poffibly
allude to the verfes of Petrarch, where, fpeaking of Julius Cafar,
he fays, that Cleopatra bound him with flowery wreaths.

: FoRNARI.

From
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From errors paft the king, more prudent grown,

Believes he never can enough atone |

For fuch mifdeed, by which he brought to thame

A knight whofe worth might every tribute claim.

Each day, each hour, he bent his care to chace 6 36

From Gryphon’s mind the thoughts of late difgrace,

And foon he purpos’d in the public view,.

With every honour to his merits due,

To give him to redeem his ravifh’d {poils, 640

. 'Where once he fuffer’d by his comrade’s wiles.
Now through the realms the regal mandate pafs’d,

To form a jouft more fplendid than the laft;

Within a month he bade the lifts prepare

In all the pomp that fits a monarch’s care. 645

Soon ready Fame her rapid wings expands,

And fpreads the tidings through the Syrian lands;

Pheenicia, Paleftine, the rumour hear,

Which reach’d at length to good Aftolpho’s ear;

‘Who, with the noble regent *, now inclin’'d &30

To fee the lifts by Syria’s prince defign’d. |

Great was the praife of Sanfonetto’s name,

Great was his ftrength in arms and knightly fame;

Whom, made a Chriftian by Orlando’s hand,

. Charles gave in charge to rule the Holy Land. 65 5

®* SANSONETTO,

Thefe
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Thefe valiant fons of chivalry, te rieet
The knights at Norandino’s régal feat,
From town to town purfu'd their eafy way,
Te: reach the tilting on th’ appointed day
With: vigour unimpair'd, and ehdnc’d to light 660
(Where two paths join’d) onone whofeem’d a knight ;
But one, whofe outward veft and looks conceal’d
A virgin glorieus in the martial field.
Marphifa was her name, of gcnerous ftrain, ,
Who oft was known the combat to maintain 664
With Brava’s* mighty ford, and oft had clos’d
With Mount Albano’s t fword to fword oppos'd.
By day, by night, in fhining arms array’d,
Through woods and dales, o’er hills and plains the

ftray’d,

T’ encounter wandcri\ng'knights, ad nobly'raife 676

* ORLANDO." C 1- RINALDO

* Ver. 664. Marphifa—] ~The chara@er is continued from
the Orlando Innameorato; where fhe makes a principal figure.
Boyardo tells us that Galaphron, the father of :Angelica, brought
with him 2 numerous force to raife the {iege of Albracca, among
which was Marphifa, a female warrior of dauntlefs courage, and
who had ‘made a vow never to difarm- herfelf tilt fhe had taken
three kings prifoners in battle, Gradaflo,” Agrican, and Chm'o
lemain. See OrL. Invam. B. i c. xvi.

As
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o A

As Sanfonetto and Aftolpho came
In plate and mail before the fearlefs dame; - -
She deem’d them warriors well in battle known, -
For both were large of limb and firong of bene., 675
"Fhen, eagerlin the field their force to try, ‘
She wheel’d her fteed the firangers to defy,

Bﬁé to her mind recall’d, as near the drew,

The Paladin, whom in Cathay fhe knew, - -
‘Where oft fhe mark’d, in council and in fight, 680‘
"Fhe gallant bearing of the Englith knight,”

This feen, the gauntlet from her hand fhe took,
Call’d him by name, and with a gracious look

Her beaver rais’d, nor, though the firft in pride,
To meet the duke with fair falute deny’d ; 685
While the brave Paladin as gladly paid '
His cordial greeting to the wondrous maid. |

Now cach began t’ enquire the other’s way ;
Aﬁoli)ho firft reply’d—his journey lay
'To reach Damafcus, where the Syrian King 690‘
Sought in his lifts from various climes to bring
The braveft knights——Permit- (Marphifa cry’d)
~ My arms with yours the glory to divide.

She faid, and gladly to her wifh they yield,
O’erjoy’d at fuch a partner in the field. -~ 693

Ver. 679. memeiyhom in Cathay [by knew,] Alludmgtode—
ardo’s adtion, A
t
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At length, the day before the feftive rite;
They fee Damafcus rifing to their fight,
And here, without the walls, awhile they ftay,
Till fair Aurora with her early ray
Shall gild the morn ; but when with ruddy blaze %00
‘The fun began to fhed his orient rays,
The dame and knights their limbs in armour cas’d,
And to the lifts an envoy fent in hafte,
To give the fignal when the joufts began,
‘When fpear with {pear, and man engag’d with man.

Now to the place king Norandino came, 706
The place he deftin’d for the dangerous game ;
‘While the brave virgin ¥, and the knightly pair +,
Prefs through the city to the crowded fquare,
Where, waiting for the fign, on either hand 710
The knights of noble ftrain impatient ftand.
The prizes doom’d that day for thofe who won,
A glittering poll-ax, and a fword that fhone
With coftly gems; with thefe the king beftow’d
A fteed, whofe makeand ftately trappings thow’d 71¢
A réyal gift.—The king, who furely held
That he, who firft had all opponents quell’d,
Would win the fecond joufls, and bear away
The meed and praife of each vitorious day,

& MARPHISA. 4 SANSONETTO, and AsTOLPHO.

6 . To
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To give him all that honour could demand, 720
Thofe arms, which late by fraud Martano gain’d; =
Aloft he hung ; the fword of temper try'd -

To thefe he join’d' s and at the courfer’s fide

The poll-ax plac’d, all deftin’d to requite = .
Brave Gryphon, from. his garb furnam’d the white.",
But fhe, who latély 10 the lift of fame - 726
‘With Sanfonetto and Aftolpho came,

Soon ¢hang’d the fcene—for when before her view
Thefe arms appear’d, full well the arfnsfhe l'mev'v,.‘
Which, once her own, the virgin treafurd high, 730
Their value fuch, no vulgar price could buy. .
Thefe once impatient from her limbs fhe drew
And caft afide, impetuous to purfue
Brunello, vers’d in every art of theft,

Who from her fide the trufty fword had refe. 73§
Nor need I longer on this ftory dwell, . ‘
Suffice how here fhe found her arms to tell.

Ver. 732. Thefe once impatient from her limbs fbe drew
And caft afidey—] 'This ftory js told by Boyardo, who
fays that fhe purfued Brunello fifteen days ; that on the fixth day,
her horfe falling dead through wearines, fhe continued the pur-
fuit on foot, till Brunello getting to the fea-fide made his efcape
ina veflel, and amved fafe at Biferta with the fpoils he had made.
. Ort. Isnam. B, @i, ¢ xvi,,

Vo, I Bb = Now
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Now whinthe maid, by eertsin ttkens known,

Agaia iy thefr with joy codfefald har oven,

So dearly ptiz'd=No more in doubt fhe fray’d, 749

But, {wifs advanciog, oa the cuirafs leyd

That hand, which ne’er wis Mopt in fidd to fail,
 And bere o foia’d, aid therc fho frow'@ the mail

With headlong hafte. ‘The king incens'd heheld,

And with a look his veady train impeli‘d 745

T’ svenge the deed : at once the train obey'd ;

'The fpear they refted and unfheath’d the blade,
Mindlefs of what they found fo late requite

Their infilt offer'd ta 2 wandering knight.

Not morie, when Sprisig unlocks his genial ftores,
~ ‘The playful child delights in gaudy Bowers; 741
Not more the blooming matd, with veftments gay,
{o the firifi ‘dahce, or mufic’s {pritely lay;

Than fthe, whofe valour every thought exceeds,
Joysin the clang of arnis and neigh of fieeds s 755 |
The rattling quiver, and the crathing fpear,
‘Where ﬁzc_a'mirgg blood and ghaftly death appear,
Her courter {pury’d agaiaft the thovghtlefs crew,
B "Her lance in reft, with headlong fisecd the flew;
Seme thro’ the necls, fome thro’ the breaft the thruf,
Some with a fhok fhe tumbled on the duft. 761
S 2 . . Then
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*Phien withidrawn firord sy furbous Reoless adtndfs'd,
Shte fopp'd e tiead, or broke thi beiwle crefh;
'iere pivec’d dhie fide dnd here the full the <léft,
The right uri now the eropt und ‘tow the lefc, 765
‘Brave Sarifonetto and- Aftolpho bokd, o
Who with Marphifa-cathe the Fif¥s-to hold,
"Wot mix in ferious ‘conibat, when they faw
The Syri‘an-mops.»in rank of ‘battle draw,
Atonce ¢heirlences-couch'd, their vizors clo’d, ¥90
And-pierc’d th ignoble herd, where few oppos'dt’
Their dreadfol courfe: meantime-the knights wHe
came
From witious vealms, the candidatés for fame,
“Their fpottive 'wedpons turn'd to flaughter viewd,
‘And promis'd jeutts to deeper feenes of Blood ; 745
Yet knew not why theé Syrien people fought -+
Their mad reverge, ‘or what-offence had wroughe
The king’s refentment ; hence, on elther haad,'
In deep amaze and fpcechiéfs doubt ﬂxe}; Fand.
" Beme forward ruth the people’s caufe to join, 780
But foon repent ; and fome, whofe minds incling |
On neither part, to thefe as thofe unknown,
Prepare, without delay, to quit the town: -
While wifer fome ftill hold the courfer's rein,
And, filent, anxious for th’ event remain, 785
Bba _ But
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But Aquilant and Gryphon flew where. fwarms:
Of people pour’d, to claim their fovereign’s arms
So proudly feizd. - When now the brethren view'd

.The king, whofe fiery eyes, fuffus’d with blood,
Béfpoke his wrath ; when now at fall they knew 790
The caufe from which fuch dread contention grew;
And Gryphon deem’d fuch infult borne muft fhame

* Not lefs his own than Noranding’s namé;

. Each bids his {pear be brought with eager {peed,
And flies to vengeance on his thundering fteed. 795

-.On ¢’ other part Aftolpho fwift impell’d
His Rabicano, while in hand he held
The Jance of gold, that with enchanted force
Difmounts each warrior in the lifted courfe.

‘Witl‘x this on carth two noble knights he leaves'; 800
Firft Gryphon falls, t_heﬁ Aquilant receives

' The weapon’s poim_:; that .gla,ncin»g on hjs fhicld,
The. generous youth extended on the field.

Bold Sanfanettq from their feats remoy’d
The bravg&'knigh;s, in many a copfli¢t prov’d : 80;

Swift _froin the barriers throng’d th’ affrighted crowd:
The king, inflam’d with anger, ftorm’d aloud.

Ver. 798. The lance of gold)— 1 This lance, formerly the
property of Asgalia, after his death came to Aftolpho.

‘ See General View of BoyArDpo’s Story,
' Meanwhile

'5,, el
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‘Meéaswhile Marphifa, who hdd driven dway : 5 7
‘Whate’er appos’d-hér {victor of thexday) © oo™ =

‘The late contefted arms in triumphi ‘togk, - i+ 1@
And with her prize the fatel lifts:forfoeks ~ -
Nor Sanfonetto nor Aftolpho ftay’d, -~ -~ o,
But to the gates pui-fued the martial maid ;. .. i, -

While-Aquilant and Gryphon mourn’d the chance:

That both o’erthrew with one refiftlefs lance. 8x 5"

o crwhclm’d with fhame, they curfe the’ ﬁrangcr’s
hand, - - . -~ - ST

Ner dare in Norandino's. prcfencc ﬂ:and

They feize their courfers, and their feats. rcgmn

To chace the foe—with numbhers in his train T

The kmg purfucs ~~—All equal fury breathe, 820

Rcfolv’d on vepgeance or refolv’'d PR | dca.th

The vulgar threngs applauding clamours. fend

But gaze at diffancé and th’ event-attend.

Now Gryphon came to where the thres had ga.-m
The bridge, and undifmay’d the poft maintain’d: 825
Arriv'd, he foon Aftolpho knew, who wore
The fame device and velts he vie_vg’d_,'l?‘ef:qrc‘ i
The fame his armour, and the fame: his fteed,
As on thc day he made Orilo blecd ‘ .

When Gryphon late engag’d the Engleh knigh!,
‘The well-known marks at firft efcap’d his fight, 83x

~Bbgj i’ﬁg

A
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But nom/hechnows him,; greets him.now wich-hands
~ Canjoin’d, and:ofthiscomrades’ weal:demands ;
And why regardlefs. of the reverence due:
To Syria’s king, thofe arms:tocearth they-threw: 835
- 'To Gryphon then good Otho’s fon:® reveal’d:
His comrades! names, and' nouglit-befida conceal'di
Of>what had chanc’d, though little could: he-tell:
Mow from thefe-arms fuch fudden diféord: fell ;-
But fince-Himfelf'and Sanfonetto brought - 84o
Marphifa there, in her defence they fouglits
While frieadly- thus- they -commund; neares- drew
Good: Aquilant; and- foon ARolpho knew :-
His wrath fubfides; and'numbers now-appear;
But dare-not’*y"et-zppmach-tht wartiors neas: 834
They view each gefture-well, and’fland ifrtent -
To mark-their words and what their parley meant:
‘When one, ‘whofound that this was fhe fo fam’d
Th glorious fields of fight; Marphifa nav'd;
s courfer turn’d; and Norandino warn'd 850
(Unlefs ke wiff’d te fee his honours fcorn’d)’
Ere all ‘were flain, to fave his remnant bands
From dire Tifipkion? and Death’s remorfelefs hands:
For the, who thus had feiz'd the coftly. arms;
Was ﬁercc Marphnfa bred amidft'th” alarms 85
. C a % Ae'msrno. ‘
S _ ' of
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Of horrid war. When Norandino héard: -

That dresdful namne; through all the eaft & feara,

Unlefs his care prevent, full well he knew

The mifchief, now predicted, muft enfué.

For this he bids his troops frem combat ceafe, ¥6a

‘Whofe fury leflens as-their fears increafb. |
Meanwhile the foris of Olivero there,

With Sanfonetto and w};h Qtho’s heir,

By mild entreaty in Miarphif’s breaft

Afluag’d the flame “the ffay'd, at thélr rcquéi@ 17

Her deathful hand ; then with 2 haughty lock

Approaching Norandano, thus the fpoke..

. I know not why your vilter houll receive
Thefe arms, O king !. which are not youfé-tq give.
Thefe once were mipe, and- ‘midfk the publid wiy
That from Armenid leatls, drie fateful aa‘y‘ 1
I left behind, with better fpeed to chacc
A wretch from thm I fuffer’d fou) difgirdags:
Behold this token on the mait imprefs’d,

Fhe certain proof of what my lix;s'at'té&. R 1
| ‘Fhen

Ver 874. Behold this token o the maxl xmp?g/f’d,] BOyardo re~
lates that Marphifs bore for the device on her ﬂneld -2 orown

cleft in three parts, ‘and for her creft a dn@n vopmngﬂmes
Bbs “Nel

-
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Then on the cuirafs, which fhe claim’d her own,
Cleft in three parts the fhew’d a regal crown.
. Four
" Nel feudo azurro avea per devia
Una corona in tre parti fpezzata:
** Lacotta & arme a quella guifa
E la coperta tutto lavorato;,
E per cimier nel piu fublime laco,
Un drago verde che gettava foco,
Ed era il foco acconcia di maniera,
Che dal impeto accefa arde del vento,
E quando in mezza alla battaglia ell’era,
Un lampeggm faca. pien di fpavento.
- Berm1Ori.INn. B.L C.x.
She, for device, upon her azure fhield,
Cleft in three parts a regal crown reveal’d ;
“The like imprefs her mailed cuiras bore,
- And all her furcoat rich embroider’d o’er :
- High on her helm, in figur'd terror grac’d,
A verdant dragon fiery fparkles caft;
The towering creft, by wondrous art defign’d,
With motion glow’d and kindled in the wind ;
And while amidt the mingled fight fhe turn’d,
With dreaded blaze the fire increafing burn’d!
Taflo paints the creft of the Soldan of Egypt in the ame
manner.
.-, A dragon on his creft the Soldanwore,
That, ftretching, bends his arching neck before;

" High on his feet he ftands, with fpreading wings,

"~ And wreaths his forky tail in fpiry rings ;
Three brandith’d tongues the fculptur’d monfter thows,
. He feems to kindle as the combat glows;
, : His
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" Four days are paft, fince from th’ Arrhesian landt

{ The king reply’d) a merchant to my hadd- = ° 7~

“Fhis armour brought, dnd wouldft thou this'qbtain,
Think not thy tongue thall afk the gift in vain s’ 881
Nor think, whage’er thy claim, the prize ordein’d
For Gryphon’s virtues, thus by him detain’d,. -
- But freely would his noble.mind refign’ _
The victor’s meed to make thy friendfhip mine. 885

Naq figns I afk to prove this armour yaurs, _ v

Your word, your valour, my belief fecures,

His gaping jaws appear to hifs with ire,
And vomit mingled fmoke and ruddy fire.
. JErusar. DEr. B. ix. ver. 193.
Both thefe defcnptxons ongmate in the following fine px&urc
of Virgil,
Furnus :
Vertitur, arma tenens, et toto vertice fupri eft 5
Cui triplici crinita jubd galea alta Chimazram
Suftinet, Atnzos efffantem faucibus ignes ;
Tam magis illa fremens; et triftibus effera flammis,
Quam magxs effufo crudefcunt fanguine pugnz., :
ZN. lib. vii. ver, 783.
Turnus rode :
A triple plle of plumes his creft adorn’d,
Qn which with belching flames Chimzra burn’d ;,
The more the kindled combat rifes higher,
The more with ﬁu'y ‘burns the blazing fire.
DryDsN, ver, 1071,

N_ow

oy
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— e e m



% ORLANDO PUNIOQSO. B.XVHIL
Kow tdte thy own—here all contention ledve,
And Gryphen fiall frony me a ficher gift receive.
- Gryphon) who Fittle had thefy arms defiv’d, 8go
But {till by sl to pleafe che king afpit’d,
T hras: made reply—For mé it thall fuffice; '
That aught you with my glad confent fispplies.
Marphifi, who behield the part they took
To fave her horiour, with benignant Iook 8gs
T'o Gryphon-begg’d thefe arms her gift to make,
Which Gryphen at her hand vouchfafd to take.
.Now to the city all again purfued -
Their cheerful way, in peace and love renew’d:;-
Where at the feftive tilt, in fplendor run, . . gqo
‘The prize and glory Sanfonetto won.
Aﬂ:olpho and the brethren fam’d tmr war,
But chief Marj)hiﬁ, brave beyond compate,
With friendly purpofe from the lift abftain,
That Sanfonetro all the praifé might gain.  gos
With Norandino thus the kniglits employ
The happy days.in fports and focial joy,
Till now the ftate of France, by foes opprefa’d,
Awakes new thoughts in every knightly breaft:
Their leave they. take : with thefe, by glory fir'd, .gto
Marphifs went, for long her foul afpir'd -
g To
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To meet, the Padadinsin: feltis-of fanre,.
femd prove if each dofere’d fo.gueav a name. -
Anotfier Sandbnetto lexves, whofo. finay
For his.thight s Jerufalemn obey: . 9¥s
Then in one friendly band tagether join’d} -
Thefe five, whofe equals. foarce the world cam find,
Di(mif'd: by Norandino feek the land '
Of Tripeli, whiere on-the neighBouring ffrand’
The billows Brezk, iandiwhere s Bark tHey find°  guo
With wesltly freight for weftern clines defign'd:
An aged pilot- there (the terms-agreed) B
Receives aboard: each warrior amd bis:fteed! ~
With cloudlefs beam ferencly thone the diy;
The ﬂatttﬁ‘hg" prmmﬁ: of a-profperous way: 92§
The fhore-forfaking; with a favouring-gale-
‘They plough the deep-with wide extended faik:
The iffe, devoted:to the queen of love,
Receives-them firft; within whtofé port thiey prove
Malignant fieams of pefiilential breath, '. 930
That foften fteel-and- taint' the-air widr déath;
Sent ftom a ftagnant poo&—sznd‘thu&unkind" "
To Famagofts, Nature has affign’d o
- Ver. 930. Malignant fleams—), The. lake of Conftanga is
fo near Fimagofta, that it was fidd to rendér the air peflilential®
but the further cffeéts attributed to it by the poet-ave probably
exgpyrated.
Her
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Her place fo, near Conftanza’s noxitus foil,

Yet bleft in other parts the Cy.priﬁ:iﬂ'e. T 93
The poifonous fumes forbid the fhip to ftay-; .

Around the coaft they wing their rapid way, -

. And fteering to the right, at Paphos moor :

The failors iffue on the flowery fhore, .
For traffick fome, and fome the land to view, 940
Where Love refides, with pleafures ever new.
Six miles afcending: gently from the flood,

Stands en a beauteous hill a verdant wpod,

Where cedars, myrtles, bays, and orange grow,
With various plants that gratcful {cent beftow. 945
Wild thyme, the lily, crocus, and the rofe

IR

' Perfume the air, ‘while every wind that blows. .

Freth from the land, far o’er the furgy main - .
Wafts the fweet gale to greet the failor-train. .
Clear from a fpring 2 murmuring riv'let pours  ggo
Its winding tribute to the meads and flowers. .-
Well may this. fpot be. nam’d the favourite. foil
Of lovely Venus, where with rofeate fmile .
Each dame, each virgin, fhines in bloomy pndc
Of charms unequall’ dthrough,thc world bcﬁdc HET1
‘While the foft goddefs youth and age infpires,
And ev'n in life’s laft fage maintains her amorous
. fires.

10 . " Here
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. Hetewas the'tale confirm’d; reveal’d but late .
Of fajr Lutina, whom in doleful ftate T
T hc orc detain’d ; and foon the news they heard, gbo
That, freed at length from bonds, the princefs fteer’d
Her happy journey from Nicofia’s feat, ‘

In Syria’s realin her long-loft lord to meet.

The pilot naw his voyage to purfue, S
While o’er the wave the favouring breezes blew, 965
Ture’d to the fea his prow, ‘his anchor weigh'd, -
And every canvas to the gale difplay’d.

Now diftans from the port the veflel fiood, -
And plough’d with happy fpeed the briny flood, " -
-Long as the-fun abeve th’ horizon fhin'd; - - 970
‘But, when black ;&vening rofe, the changing winc.
Howl'd thro’ the fhrowds, aud from the lowsft deep
With warring waves affail’'d the reeling fhip.. .- -

‘Wide yawns the firmament from pole to pole, -

Quick flath the lightnings, lond the thunders oll ; -
Thick clouds in darknefs veil th’ ethereal light, 976 -
Nor fun by.day, nor ftar appears. by night:

Ver. g62. ———Mcajia——-] Nicofia was a city almoft-in the
middle of the iffland of Cyprus,

Ver. g63.—bher lomg-loft Jord to meet.] Here concludes the
ﬁory of Norandino and Lucina, who appear no more in thc
courfe of this work

e 'South,
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South, esft, 26 wefk in Turshing whidbwissds tow ;
Heaven groaas sbowe, and vowmn Toas below,
Huge catarals dofcend of hal and min; ¢80
“The-wnetched failors extry woe fufbein, '
And horror broods 'upon the angry wain,

All ply cheir fererad takks, ¥o prove tiow well -

~ Each in his offioe can the reft excal.

One with his whifticls fownd thewsntof pecch 9%
Supplies, and gives the aeedful .charge to tach:
This at the anchor toils ; that @rikes the fails ;
This ftrains or Tooferts, as the fiorm prevafls,

The crenking cordage 5 that the deck afcpnds;;

‘Tee rudder this, and chat the mut dofends.  -ygo
AN might the form redoubled rage dilplay'd,

With thicker gloom ¢han hell’s -tremendens thade,
Through decpeft feas th’ affrighted pilot fleer'd,
Where thro’ the waves no-dangerous thelves appear’d,
Not Hopelefs yet but with revurning dey - - gy
Relontlefs Fortane might her wrath altay :

In vain his hopes—for pought her wrath affraghd,
By day with fiercer ftrength the temppe(t rag'd 5

If that were day, which nat returning kight,

But lapfe of hours, diftinguifh’d from the night. 1600
Now pale, defpairing, to his fate refign’d,

‘The.pilot leaves the veffel to the wind: o
e
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He Jets her drive whete'sr the Bams prevailp
And ploughs th’ unpisying fea wish dmnble fails.
While mexé thefe upon sha deep difiyeli’s, #9035

“Not more the fulfers thofe 2t 13nd to ref,

Where on the pleins of Franee, with deathful rage,
“The Chriftian and the Pagan powers eagage,
Rinaldo there ahils, beesks, fatters rqund

The foes, and hurls their fiendards ro the ground
And now ke fpurs Bayerdo through the fight, To1:
To prave the noble Dardinello’s might,

Rinaldo on his (hield the fign furvey’d,

Which young Almentes’ fon with pride difpley’d,
And deem’d him brave whofe ventiyous amm sovld

. bear , 1 .11 1
The fame device the earl * was foen to wedr;

And found him brave, when ronad the Mly Phain
He faw the heaps his conquering hand hed Saip,

" Then to himfelf—This noxious weed demands
(Ere yet it further fpreads) my pruning binds. 5020
Thaus fpoke the knight, and where he werns his face
The ranks recede, and every chiof gives place:

_Chriftians and Pagans to his paffage: yitld,

Such awe his looks, fuch dread his fword impelld.
% ORLANDO,

Ver. 1005. m&md)ﬁ__] Hg;d‘mdmm.
mxvcmBook HX, ver, 306, But
. U
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But heplefs Dardinello fole defies . - - . . 02§
Albzno’s chief; to whom Rinaldo cries.

Poor boy ! in evil hour to rifk thy life,
That fhield was left, ‘thy pledge of future firife :
I come to 'prove how well with me in fight,
Thy hand defends that enfign red and white: 1030
If here thou fail't, thy force can ill contend
‘Thofe arms againft Orlando to deferd.
- . “Then Dardinello thusw—~Hear one who dares
Proteét thoft honours which in field he bears :
Y truft thefe colours, red and white, proclaim 1035
Lefs pledge of Rrife than pledge of future fame:
“Think.not, though young, to make me fly the field,
Or ¢'er to thee this glorious trophy yield.
My dcath alone on thee my arms beftows :
But Heaven th’ event far other may difpofe; 1040
And never, never fhall my deeds difgrace
‘The lineal praife of my illuftrious-race:

. He faid 5 and as he fpoke with brandifh’d fword
Intrepid rufh’d on Mount Albano’s lord :
A chilling fear each Pagan foe opprefs’d,. = 1045
And froze the blood .in -every panting breaft ;

“Ver. .1045. A chilling fear—] So Virgil, when Pallas attacks
Turnus, ANEID x. .
. Ftigidus Arcadibus coit in prccordga-fa.ﬂgms,,- c
‘The blood congeal’d in each Arcadian- heart, ., - ;
e ) When

[Py



B.XVIII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 385

When ftern Rmaldo, eager for the fight,

Refiftlefs flew t’ engagc the bloommg knight.

A lion thus (that in the pa{’curc views -

A bull that ne’er the heifer yet purfues) 1050
Springs on his préy—firft aim’d the'Pagan foe
Againft Mambrino’s helm the fruitlefs blow.
Now learn (with fmile fevere Rinaldo cry’d) ‘

If this right hand can béft the weapon guide.

At once he fpurr'd, and to'the fiery horfe 104§
Gave up the reins, when driv’n with matchlefs force
Through- his white breaft the fword a paffage found,

Till at his back appear’d the grizzly wound.

The fteel drawn forth, drew forth the vital Breath, .
~ And cold and pale the body funk in death. 1060 |
Like fome fair ﬂower, whofe vivid luftre fades, '
If chance the ploughman’s fhare its ftalk invades; '
Or heavy poppies, charg’d with dews or rain,

That hang their heads low drooping on the plain:

Ver. 1061. Like fome fair flower,—] Thus Virgil, Zneid
ix. ver. 435. .
Purpureus velut1 cum flos fuccifus aratro,
Languefcit moriens ; laffove papavera collo,
Demifére caput, pluvii cum forte gravantur.‘

As a gay flower, with blooming beauties crown’d,

Cut by the thare, lies languid on the ground;

Or fome tall poppy that o’er-charg’d with rain, -

Bends the faint head, and finks upon the plain.

' PirT, 583.
VOL. II. C c So

-
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So from his face the rofy colour flies, Y 106g
So Dardinello finks, and finking difs :
He dies, and inftant wigh their chief is fed
The ftrength, the courage of the hatt he led.
As where huge works of human art reftraia
The floods that elfe would deluge all the phain, 1070
Whene’er the mounds are burft, the rufhing tide
With roaring noife efcapes on cvery fide :
The powers of Afric thus, who {corn’d, to. yield
While Dardinello’s name infpir’d the field,
Soon as they found the leader breathlels lig, 1075
~ Difpers’d and broken o’er the plains they 8y.
Whao feeks to fly, Rinaldo leaves in flight,
- But thofe affails who bravely meet the fight.
What numbers fell where Ariodantes fought,
Who next Rinaldo deeds of prowefs wrought! 1080
Thefe Lionel, and thofe Zerbino quell’d;
All feem’d to firive who moft in arms excell’d.
Charles, mindful of his fame, the battle wag’d :
“There Olivero, Turpin, Guido rag’d ;
There Salamone fought, Ugero there e}lgag’d‘.

That day, fo fatal to each Moorith band, 1086
Had left not one to fee his native land ;

Ver. 1084.———Grids—] Two Guidos are mentioned by the
poet, diftinct from one of that name called Guido Savage.

‘ g - But
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But fage Marfilius, with forefeeing care,

Preferv’d th° unhappy remnants of the war;

And better deem’d thefe wretched bands to fave,
Than fuffer alt to fill a fox;'ci'gri grave. 109%
He fends his ffandards to the camp, difpos’d
Againft aﬂ'@ulhs, by fenting works inclos'd :

Here Stordilanio came, Granada’s king ; ‘
Andalufia’s; Lufus’ Teadefs bring . 109§
Their fuffering powers : meantime Marfilius fends
"To Afric’s monarch ; and with {p'céd commends
To quit the field, and thank the favouring power
Which favd his life in that déftroying hour.

The king, who faw that nothing could reftore
The day, nor hop’d to fee Biferta miore, 1101
The fate he could not fhun refign’d to meet,

His ftandards turn’d and bade to found retreat.

Such was the panic of the routed hoft,

That flying numbers in the Seine were loft. 110§

King Agramant and fage Sobrino try’d

The reft in order from the field to guide:

But here nor king, nor fage, nor chief prevail’d -

With prayer or threat, {uch fear each breaft affail’d ;

While fcarce a third the ftandards would purfue,

That ill attended from the fight withdrew. 1111
) Cca ‘ For
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For one that heard his chlcf or trumpet’s call,
Lo ! two were feen to fly, or two to fall.
Soon to their camp retir'd, in dire difmay,
Thc wretched Pagans in their trenches lay: 111 5'
When Charles, who meant not Fortune fhould be loft,
Purfu'd the flying foe with all his hoft, .
" But rifing night his glorious ardor ftay’d, |
And wrapt the warring world in friendly fhade;
Ecréhance by Heaven more fwiftly fent, to give 1120
The creatures of his hand to breathe and live.
The hoftile Blood in purple torrents ﬂow d,
. And drench’d the foil with dreadful camagc ftrow’ d
Where fourfcore thoufand on the fatal plain
Lay breathlefs by the murderous weapon flain, 112§
Whofe bodies thieves and wolves at midnight hour
Rufh’d from their haunts to pillage and devour.
No more imperial Charles to Paris turn’d,
But pitch’d his tents without, where kindled burn’d
The frequent fires; the foes befieg’d, with care 1130
Sink deep the trenches and the works repair,
O’erwatch the whole, bid every guard awake,
Nor all the live:long night their arms forfake.
The Saracens, whom chilling fears opprefs,
Along their mournful lines in deep diftrefs 1135
T e e Lament
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Lament and weep, while half conceal’d and low, ‘
Thé Tighs break forth, and hufh’d the forrows flow.
Some for their ﬂaughter’d friends or kindred groan,

. Some, others’ fufferings ; fome béwail thell‘ own ;
And fome, more wretched, with foreboding mind '
‘Revolve {’cil'ltgreater evils yet behind. 1141
" Two Moorith youths there-were of humble race,

In Prolomita was their native place ;
. Whofe

Ver. 1142. Two Marz/b youths —] This beautxfu.l epx-
fode of Cloridano and Medoro, though evidently a copy of
Nifus and Euryalus in the ninth Zneid, muft be allowed to
be improved by the motive which the poet afcribes for this
midnight excurfion of the two friends, the defiré of reco-
vering the body of their flaughtered mafter. It may be ob-
ferved too, that in Virgil the attempt of exploring the ene-’
my’s ‘camp is firft fuggefted by Nifus, and that the young
Euryalus takes fire at the propofal: but in Ariofto the youth
is the. firft mover, infligated by love and gratitude to his dead
prince ; which circumftance greatly elevates his charaéter, and
adds to the pathos of the ftory. * Ariofto has not only imitated
Virgil, but probably had his eye upon Statius, who in the tenth
book of his Thebaid reprefents two of his heroes, Hopleus
and Damas, making a fearch by night for the dead bodies of
their kings T'ydeus and Parthenopwus. The epifode of Argantes .
and Clormda in the twelfth book of the Jerufalem may be de-
rived from the Latin: but both Ariofto and Taffo have fo va- :
ried the circumftances, and improved the hints they have
taken, and in particular have given fo different a turn to the
eoncluﬁon of their adventure, that their feparate fitions may

© Cc3 nearly
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Whofe ftory told to every ear may prove

A rare example of unblemifh’d lgve. BE48
Thefe, Cloridano and Medore cajl’d,

Firm in good times, in evil unappall’d,

To Dardinello loysal friendfhip bore, ‘

And late with him had crofs’d from Afric’s fhere.
A hunter’s life bold Cloridano led, 1150
His liinbs robuft te firength and fwiftnefs bred s
Medoro’s opening youth but fcarce began

‘To fhade the rofe with down gnd promife man.

nearly claim the merit of invention : at leaft, in both poets,
the imitations are the imitations of a mafter. I fhall leave the
reader to compare the paﬁages which our poet has barrpwed
from Virgil,

I am happy to add here the obfervation of an slegant and cag-
did critic on this paffage of Ariofto. “ The heaytify) and
pathetic tale of the two friends Medaro and Cloridana, in the
eighteenth canto of the Orlando Fuyriofo, is indeed ap artful and
exa& copy of the Nifus and Euryalus of Vlrgtl yet the author
hath added fome original beauties to it, and ir particular hath
affigned a more interefting motive for this midnight excurfion,
than what we find in Virgil; for Medoso apd Cloridano, ven-
tyre into the field of battle to find out, among the heaps of faip,
the body of their lord. This perhaps is one of the mof} excel-
lent paflages in this wild and romantic author, wha yet abaunds
in various beauties, the merit of which ought wat to b tyied by
the eftablithed rules of claffical criticifm.”

See Poftfcript to Dr. WagrTon’s Edition of Virgil.
of
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Of all that jBin’d the Pagan’s threatening arms,
Not one excell’d his mien and blooming charms :
Black were his eyes, his locks like golden wire; 1156
So feems fome angel of the heavénly choir ! |
Thefe two, with numbers more, by chance ordain’d
To guard the fences, now the watch maintain’d, -~
What time the drowfy night, with winking eyes; 1160
View’d from her middle throne the {pangled fkies.

Medoro ftill (while tears his cheeks fuffufe)
The dear remembrance of his lord renews:
Almontes’ fon, brave Dardinello flain,
Expos’d unburied on the naked plain : 1165
When, turning to his friend, he thus exprefs'd
The generous fcélings of a loyal breaft,

Shall he, O Cloridano, to the brood
~ Of wolves and ravens yield too precious food ?
He, whofe paft goodnefs ever muft awake 1170
My grateful love, till life this frame forfake?
And, ah} fhould life for him in tribute flow,
Not all could pay the mighty debt T owe!
Then to yon heaps of carnage let me fly,
Where cold on earth his limbs difhonour’d lie: r17§
‘Who knows but Heaven may guide my daring tread
To where the filent cami) of Charles is fpread?

Cc 4 Remain
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Remain thou here, that if refiftlefs fate .

Decrees my death, thou may’ft that death relate : .

And fhould not Heaven my pious vows fucceed, -

At leaft pofterity will praife the deed. - 1181
With fpeechlefs wonder Cloridano hears |

Such faith and courage in fuch early years ;

And (for he held him dear) he ftrives to make

The dauntlefs youth his rath defign forfake.- 118§

But grief, like his, no comfort can control ;

Nor reafon change the purpofe of his foul,

A grave on Dardinello to beftow,

Or in the great attempt his life forego. ‘ )
When Cloridano long in vain had try’'d 1190

Each friendly plea—7Yet let me fhare (he cry’d)

The pious tafk—1I too afpire to raife '

From fuch a death the meed of endlefs praife.

Should I, depriv’d of thee, Medoro, live,

What future joy can wre_tchgd‘bcing-givc? 119§

Ah! let me meet with thee a foldier’s fat;.:,

Nor drag behind life’s wretched lingering ftate.
This faid ; they point fupplies their place to take,

fl‘hen leave the trenches and the camp forfake;

And foon arrive where, funk in heavy fleep, 1200

Our carelefs ‘bands the watch no longer keep :

Their
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Their fires extin&,. each fenfelefs at.his poft,

But little fears the Pagan’s neighbouring hoft : -
’Midft arms, and cars, and courfers ftretch’d fupine,
In flumber lock’d -and drench’d in fumes of wine.
His; fteps. awhile here Cloridano ftay’d; 1206
Shall I not, feize the prefent hour (he faid) -

Now, now, Medoro, on yon hoftile train

To wreak fome vengeance for my patron flain?

Here liften thou !—and watch with heedful eye, 1210

Left unawares fome waking foe defcry

0ur bold attempt, while here my wrath I flake,

And through the camp our bloedy paffage make.
-He faid; and ceafing, o’er the trenches ftept,

And firft he came where learned Alpheus flept: 121§

" But late th’ 1mpcr1al court of Charles he fought, ,

In magic, herbs, and arts prophetic taught :

Here fail’d his fkill, that {kill {o oft believ’d ;

While to himfelf, the witlefs feer deceiv’d, .

Long years of life had promis’d, fafe from harms,

And death at laft in his lov’d confort’s arms.. 1221

Deep in his throat the wily Pagan fent

His weapon’s point ; and next his fury bent _

On four that fpeechlefs dy’d, whofe names unknown

No Turpm to our age dchvers down.. . wis
Then
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Then Paliden of Mencalwi bleeds,. .

Who flept fecure betwecn the harnefi’d feeds,

At Jength he came-to where, fupinely fhread;

* An empty vafe fupported Grille’s head:

Himfelf had fwill’d the wire, and fiow ke lay 1130

In peaceful reft to dome the fiimes dwap

* Large meafures hed he quaff"d, and #ill exrends

In dreams the draught which Cloridano ends.

A Greek and Belgian perim’d near his fide,

Who long by night the dice and goblet ply’d. 1335

Thrice happy ! had they ply’d till reddening morh

From filver Indus made her with’d return. )

But Fate would lofe on earth his fovereign power,

Could man with prefcience read the future hour.
As the gaunt }i;m, at the favage call - 1240

Of hunger, overleaps the nightly ftall;

Then kills, and rends the fheep with erael paws,

To glut with bloody food his ravenous jaws 1

“The Pagan thus, amidft our fenfelefs crew

Imaters’d in flumber, helplefs wretches flew s 1245

. Nor yet he rag’d with bold Medorg’s ftecl,

Who fcorn’d that vulgar lives his force fhould feek.

Ver. 1237, ———filver Indus—] A principal river in the
Eaft Indies, which gives pame to the whele country of India.

He
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‘He somg whepe duke Labreseo ley indor'd
By his Jo¥'d confort’s arms, in fieep scpos’d :

Do air ¢onld glide besween, fo clof they lay, 1250

Medoyo’s falchion lopt their heads away :

O envy'd-death ! for fure their fouls conjoin’d
In like embrace, one happy firoke confign’d
To thofe blek regions to receive above

Brave Ardelico and his brother dy’d,
The fons of Flanders’ earl, whom lately prais'd
For martial virtue, Charles had newly rais’d

. ‘The meed of joy end never-dying love! ~ rags.
' Malindo next he flew ; and at his fide,"

To knighthond’s rank, and either gave to hold, 1260

Mix’'d with their arms, the fleyr-de-lys of gold..

Thefe from the ficld that glorious day he view'd

Return with weapaons ftain’d in hoftile bload,

And promis’d each in Friza large demain :

But foon Medare made fuch promife vain! 1263
Thus flsughtering on, advanc’d th’ infidious two;

At length they near the rich pavilions drew, '

Ver. 1248. —— where duke Eabretto lay incls'd
By bis lov’d confort's arms,—] This pathetic inci<

dent is not barrowed from Virgil, but our author’s own, and

unequalled by any death defcribed in the expedition of leus
and Euryalus, -

o A mhir, Q/A;L e aelesD enn iIETG
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Where roumd the tent of Charles, in arms prepar’d,
The Paladins, by turn, maintain’d the guard. -
Here from their bloody work the Pagans ceas’d, ™ 1270
And fheath’d their falchions and their fteps reprefs’d;
For well they deem’d that ‘midft fo vaft a-hoft,
Not all could fleep regardlefs of their poft.
What wealthy plunder thence might each have borne,
But all they fought was fafely to return ! 127§

Firft Cloridano led the way, to find
Their fureft track ; his friend purfu’d behind.
At length they came where, in a field of blood,
With falchions, bows, and fhields, and lances ftrow’d,
Men mix'd with fteeds, the poor with wealthy lay,
And kings with flaves reduc’d to common clay. ‘1281
Th’ unnumber’d flain had made the pious pair
Purfue their fearch till day with fruitlefs care ;
But, at Medoro’s fuit, the moon reveal’d
Her filver hor'ns, till then in clouds conceal’d : 1285
Fix’d on the fky he bent his mournful fight, -
And thus addrefs’d the regent of the might.
O facred-emprefs ! by gur fathers fam’d !

Who rightly thee their triple goddefs nam’d !
Thou, who in heaven, in ca\fth, or deepeft hell, r2g0
'fh'rbugh'varioixs forms in glory can’ft excel !

o : Who
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‘Who wear'ft a_huntrefs’ garb in woods to trace -
“The haunts of montfters and the fylvan race; .
Show me my murder’d lord in bloed imbru’d,
‘Who, while he liv’d, thy hallow’d fports purfu’d.
At this, by chance or at his earneft prayer, 1296
"The moon refplendent through the vaporous air -
Pierc’d the ftill gloom ; as when in virgin charms
She came all naked to Endymion’s arms.
Paris with either camp receiv’d the beam: 1300
The plains and mountains whiten’d in the gleam:
Martir and Liri’s diftant hills were bright,
This +ifing to the left, and that the right :
But rays more dazzling mark’d the fatal plain
th;c lay Almontes’ valiant offspring flain. 1304
Him by his arms and fhield’s device he knew ;
As near his lord Medoro weeping drew,
Ver. 1304. But rays more dazzling markd the fatal plain
Where lay Amontes’—] This beautiful paffage

is finely copied by Taflo, where the Dape gives an account to
Godfrey of his difcovering the body of Sweno by moon-light.

Then from the peaceful regent of the night, °
1 faw defcend a ray of {lanting light :
Where on the field the breathlefs corfe was lald,
There full the lunar beam refplendent play’d.
: Jerus. DeLtv, B. viii. v. 229.

With
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With fuce slk batl’d irt tears, in tedrs whieh fhed
From cither ¢ye, cternal fouriains fed :
Such weve his Jooks, fo fesm'd his pluines o fiow, ‘
That-pating winds mighe liflen to his-woe.  r3n
B accenty low and murmns fcarcely Reand!
He brearh’d his grief ; yet think nor thac he fear’d
To rifk 2 being he no longer priz’d;
His generous foul fuch abjeét thoughts defpis’d ;
But moft he fear’d fome evil chance'to-find  x§16
T obftru® the pious deed his fou¥ defign’d.
Now, on their fhoulders laid) the friendly pair
The breathlefs corfe, with zeal divided, bear, -
Both pale and anxious for their deareft care. 1320
Soon came the God who-gives to'day its birth,
The ftars to chace from Heaven, the fhades from
earth; ' '
When brave Zerbino, from whofe virttious bread
A general’s duty drove ignoble reft,
Whofe arm had chac’d the fearful Moors by night,
Return’d to feek the camp at dawn of lighe; 1326
With him a band of knights—thefe fdon: behcld:
The diftant friends that mov’d along the field
With tardy fteps: each warrior thither bent
His courfe, to fhare the fpoil that chance had fent.
' Now,
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Nogr, now, my bsether! calfeur load afistey 1332
And urge our fwiftnes. (Cloridaac cry’d) s '
*Twere far unmeet, while from the deathful plain '
'We bear one ceft, twa Buing fheuld e fain.

‘This faid, be guits his lwold, mar doubrs te-nnake
His friend Medoro now th’ attempt forfake; 1336
But he, whofe pious love more firm remain’d,

The whole dear burden by himfelf fuftain’d.
Meanwhile the firft his feet for f{afety ply’d,
And deem’d his lov’d Medoro at his fide. 1340
O! had he known that then with foes inclos’d:
He left his friend to cruel fate expos’d,
A thoufand dangers would his arm have prov’d.
T'o fave the youth whom more than life he lov’d.
" The horfe, determin’d thefe fhould die or yield, 1 345
~Some here, fome there difperfing o'er the field,
Cut off the means of flight : their leader near
Inflames their zeal : by every mark of fear, -
By every femblance, well obferv’d, he knew'
“That thefe were warriors of the hoftile crew. 1350

Not far remote an ancient foreft ftood,

Perplex’d with thickening trees and dwarfith wood,

Where not a track the tangled paths difplay-’d,

But foot of beafls that trod the gloomy fhade:
Thither
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Thitherghe Pagans fled, in hope to meet 1355
Amid the friendly boughs a fafe retreat. :

. . : :

But he who gives iny tale a willing ear
Muift, at fome future time, the fequel hear.

THE END OF THE EIGHTEENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

ConTINUATION of the gpifods: of Cloridano and Medoro.
Angelica finds Medoro wounded ; fhe cures his wound, and
becomes enamoured of him. Their marriage. Sanfonetto,
Adbol ryphon, -Aqpilart, -and waluﬁ., are-near being
fhipwrécked in a dreadful ftorm.  They are calt af length on
the land of the Amazons. The ftrange law there infti-
tuted. ‘The Jot falls on Marphifa to enter the lift for her
companions. Defcription of the battle between her and nine
champions of the Amazons: She kills them all, and after-
wards engages with the tenth, till night puts an end to the

A doh,) f'm bésn fougltt on both fidest with teghal

valour.
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ONE fee: r.hc heart;, avhile plac’d.in profpe-
. rous ftate - ;
On Fortunc s wheel, fuch.numbers round them. watt '
Of true and feeming friends; when thefe.np lefs
By looks declare that faith, which thofe poffefs.
But fhould to fair fucceed tempeftuous, fkies, 5
-Behold how foon each fawning fuppliant flies !
While he who truly lav'd, unmov’d remains,
And to his patron dead his love maintaigs.
Ver. 5. - But fbould to fair fucceed tempifiuons flies,]
.So Ovid,
‘Donec eris felix, multos.numerabis amices;

Tempora fi fuerint nubila, folus eris.
Trist. Lib, i, Bleg. viii,

" When fortune fmiles, thou feeﬂﬁmwn&ngm,
‘When cloyds arife, their baafted. frigndfhip eads |

Pda O!:did
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O! did the features give fincere report,
How .oft would thofe, who thine amidft a court 10
In pride of rank, who hold their prince’s grace,

. Change with their peers opprefs’d an envy'd place !
The loweft name might then be lifted high,
The greateft *midft the crowd degraded lie.
But let us to Medoro turn, who prov’d . 1§
His faith to him in life and death belov'd,

For fafety now the generous youth purfu’d
The paths bewilder’d with entangling wood ;
But the dear load he labour'd to fuftain,
Made every hope ¢’ efcape purfuers vain; -~ 30
While thence far diftant, from the burthen freed,
His-friend in fafety. fled with happier fpeed.
Soon Cloridano came to where his-ear
No more the found of trampling horfe could hear :
But when he mifs’d his friend—=What chance (he
cry’d) . . 2 5
Could from myfelf my better felf divide ?
‘Thee could I lea\;c, who late v?crt wont to fhare
My neareft thoughts ? Is this my pious care ?
. Unknowing when or where, from thee I par_t,
Friend of my choice and brother of my heart! 30
He faid ; and fpeaking, through the wmdmg fhade
“ The track reprinted he before had made ;
Sought
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Sought what he left, and fwift with panting breath
Returning trod the way that led to death.
He hears the foes, he hears the courfers’ noife, 33 ¢
And nearer hears the riders’ threatening voice ;
And, ah! too late his dear Medoro knows, -
Whom helplefs and on foot a hundred horfe inclofe.
This troop Zerbino leads, who gives command
To feize the youth; he, prefs’d on every hand, 40
‘Wheels.here and there, while all his thought he bends.
To fave his charge, and ftill his charge defends.
de turns he lurks beyond the Chriftians’ reach
‘Bchi_n.d fome fheltering elm, or oak, or beech. \
At length, unable longer to fuftain ' 45
His honour’d load, he lays it on the plain, .
Still hovering near—fo when in mountain fhades,
The hunter-troop a bear’s retreat invades ;
Around hei young the favage mother howls
In dreadful anguifh and with fury growls ; 50
While inbred ftrength impels her oft to fly
On the bold foe, and décp in carnage dye .
Her reeking jaws, maternal love reftrains
Her rage, and with her cubs the beaft detains.

Now Cloridano, hopelefs how to lend 58
His wanted aid, yet fix’d to join his friend

Ddj ’ "In
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In life'or death, and ere he clos’d his:dsee, -
Refolv’d that'more than: one fould flvire’ Kis: fate,
Swift for his bow he' chofe the pointed reed;

And ok conceal’d his aim with: bleody: fjxed : 6o
It reach’d a'Scot, and, buried in Kis brain,
Hurl'd from his faddle lifelefs ro the plain.
At once the Chriftians turn’d with: mxtous view,-
RBxploring whence the-murderous weapon: flow:
Mean time another by the Pagan fent 65
With equal aim to pierce the fecorid' wene,
Who; while he loud enquir’@ what unfeen hand
Had drawn the bow, and' rawd amid: thé band,
‘The hifling dart drove on, hi§ wéazon cleft,
And whife hé fpoke his tongué of fpeech-bereft. 70

No miore their chief Zerbino now repelVd
Th’ indignant wrath that in kis bofom fwell’d,
‘But rufking on Medoro—Thou thalt bear
The guilt—He cry’d, then feiz’d his golden hair,
And withi ftrong grafp the haplefs ftripling drew 74
T'o meet the vengeance to another due,
‘Whofe hoftile fhaft the Scots ill-fated flew.
‘Then; fixing on his face an éarneft look,
Soft pity kindled and forbade the ftroke,
As thus the youth his pitying: grate impler'd: 8o
O! by that God, in Chriffian lands ador’d !

Steel
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Stecl not-thy hoart, Sir-knight! but let mepay.
"The: lafy fad honpurs. to chisfacved: clay;: -

I afk not life—O ! give me but to breathe

Till to his tomb.my: foirereign: ¥ bequeath.. g5
But if with Theban Creon’s rage-indu’d, |
‘Thou feek’fto-glut-eack biod and- beaft with. food,
Be: thefe poer limbs thejr prey, but-henoe convey'd:
Let firft Almontes fon. in earth be laid:

" Miedoro.thus kis moving fuit addroefi’d; g0.
In words tapigree, the moft ebdurats’ breafbs
Zerbino foon, his wrath: decreafing, fslo
His:manly foul. with love and pity melos
When 16 2 knight, by brutal fury fway’d,

Who little reverence to his leader paid, © 95
While yet he fpoke, the ruthlefs fpear addrefs’d
Againft the tender fapplant’s youthful breaft.
With fierce difpleafure good Zerbino view'd
Th*inhuman firoke, but more when drench’dinhlaod
He faw the youth lic fénfelqfs on the plain, 100
That each, who faw. his fall, believ’d him flain.
Thou fhalt -not perith unreveng’d (he faid):
And fudden turn’d upno th’ offender’s head

Vier. 86. But if with Theban Greon’s rage indw’d;}  Statius,
in_the twelfth book of his Thebaid, fets forth, that Creon pub-
lifhed an edi& forbidding thq bodxes of the enemy to be in~

terred .
Dd 4 To
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To wreak the deed ; but wheeling round, the knight

His courfer {purr’d and vrg’d his rapid flight.. 105
When Cloridano, where he ftood conceal’d,

Beheld Medoro proftrate on the field,

He left the covert, caft afide the bow,

And rufh’d in frantic rage amidft the foe,

With lifted weapon to revenge his death, 110

Or with Medoro yield his lateft breath.

At length amidft fuch numerous fwords he found

His gufbing blood diftain the purple ground ;

Till life faft cbbing with the vital tide,

He funk coatented by Medoro’s fide. 11§
The Scots then follow’d where their chief they
view’d,

Wha through the woods his angry way purfu’d.
Behind remain’d the Pagans, ane depriv’d
Of life’s laft breath, and one who fcarce furviv’d.
Long time in helplefs ftate Medoro lay, 120
While life faft low’d in purple fireams away :
- When, fent by fortune to his timely aid,
A damfel came in cottage weeds array’d ;
Of humble garb! but of a form moft rare,
Qf courteous manners and majeftic air. 125
.' Ver. 117~ bis angry way purfu’d.] The account of Zes-
‘bino is refumed in Book xx. ver. 855.

. Perchance



B.XIX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 409

Perchance your mem’ry fcarce recals to mind,
(So long unfung) this lovelieft of her kind ; .‘
Angelica, through every region known,
‘The heirefs of Cathay’s imperial throne.

When fair Angelica had now regain’d = 130
Her ring which falfe Brunello late detain’d, ‘
Alone fhe went, and fill’d with {corn and pride,
Difdain’d the nobleft warrior for her guide:

She blufh’d to think that, *midft her lovérs nam’d,
Orlando or king Sacripant had claim’d 13§
Her leaft regard, but moft her haughty mind
Regrets that to Rinaldo once inclin’d,

She, e’er forgetful of her regal ftate,

Could bend her eyes on fuch an abjeét mate.

But Love, who long had mark’d his flighted power,
Refolv’d to bcar'hcr cold contempt no '"more, 141
By poor Medoro took his watchful ftand,

And brac’d his bow, and held his fhafts in hand. -

Soon as:Angelica with fad furvey
Beheld the youth, who pale and wounded lay, 145
And ’midft his own misfortune ftill deplor’d
Th’ unbury'd corfe of his lamented lord ; .

Ver. 130. When fair Angelica—] ‘The laft we heard of
Angelica was in book xii. ver. 438.
' Strange
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Strange pity touch’d her while fhe Liftening insng

To hear the tale that falter’d on his tongue.

Then to her mind the call’d, whate’er befare  rgo

In India taught, fhe knew of healing lore;

An art in which fuch mumbers there excell’d,

An art by all in praife and honour held :

Not learn’d by turning many a weary page,

But by the fire bequeath’d from age to age. 14

~ Qnce in a lovely mead, with fearching view,

A plant the met whofe virtues well fhe knew ;

Or Dittany: or Panacea nam’d,

(Whate’er the, herb) for powerfud influence fam'd

The blood to ftaunch and fram the wounded part réa

Each dangerous fymptom drive and charm the froazt,

‘Ehis mow. fhe fought, and gathering fwift retura’d .

Torwhere his flaughter’d lord Medero mourn’d.

~ Amidft her way a fimple fwain fhe view’d,

Who through the foreft on his hoefe purfu'd 164

A gentle heifer, that abroad to roam*

¢Then paft two days) had left her ruftic home.

The fwain fhe led, where, iffuing with his blood,

Faft and more faft Medora’s vigour flow’d, _

Till from his bréaft the ground was dy’d beneath,

And his foul hover’d on the verge of death. 171
-9 . The
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"Fhe virgin from-her palfrey now def¢ends,
The peafant li‘ghtin‘g- on-her-fteps attendt ;
The plant the bruifes with 2 ftone, and ftands-
Tempering the juice between: her ivory hands. #7¢
“THis o’er His breaft e {Reds withfovereign: art,
And bathes with gentle touch the wounded part :
The wound: fuch virtue from: the juice derives,
At once the blood is ftaunch’d; the youth revives, .
And wondrous feels afudden firength beftow'd : 180
He mounts the horfe which late-the fheplierd rode;
Yet went not thence, till duly firft difpos’d
He faw. his breashlefs prince with: earth:inclos’d ;
And, laid by noble Pardinello dead,
His Cloridano in one funeral bed. 185
The virgin-ta the thepherd’s cet convey’d
Phie wounded youth; and there in pity ffay’d
To wait his health reftor’d ; fo deep her breaft
Retein’d the thoughts which firft his fight imprefs’d.
She mark’d his every grace, his every charm, 190
And felt, by flow degrees, a new alarm
-Quick beat her pulfe, il foon, no more conceal’d,
The flame burft forth and all her foul reveald.
Begirt with hills and bofom’d in a wood, ,
Of ftruéture neat, the peafant’s dwelling ftood, 195
| Which-
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Which late himfelf had rais’d ; his faithful wife, -
And children, partners of his humble life.

The damfel there Medoro foon reftor’d
To wonted ftrength, but ah! meantime deplor’d
Her own deep wound, that rankled in her heart 200
With heavier anguith, while an unfeen dart

The light-wing'd archer, ftill on mifchief bent,
From fparkling eyes-and golden ringlets fent.
Still,.ftill fhe loves—and while her care is Ifmwn

To cure another’s pains, forgets her awn, 205§

Ver, 198. The damfel there Medoro foon reflar'd] Spenfer
has imitated this paflage of Ariofto, relative to Medoro and
Angelica, in his flory of Belphazbe and Timias the fquire,
where the virgin in like manner heals Timias: but in one re-
fpe& the picture is reverfed ; Angelica in Ariofto is enamoured
of Medoro, but in Spenfer it is Timias who feels a growing
.paffion for Belphzbe. Belphaebe, like Angelica, is fkilled in the
knowledge of herbs.

« For the of herbs had great intendiment.”

« Ladies of great antiquity, of the greateft rank, were fkil-
ful in phyfic and furgery. Who is ignorant of Medea the
daughter. of a king? of Circe, or of the wife of Thone, who
taught Helena the ufe and nature of Nepenthe? Let us turn
to romance writers, no fmall imitators of Homer. Sir Philip
Sydney, in his Arcadia, p. 69, introduces Gynecia having fkill
in furgery. In like manner Erminia in Taffo attends and heals

the wounded Tancred.”
See Urton’s Notes on Spenfer.

Thro’
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Thro’ him fhe mourns, and whilehis fufferings ceafe,
Her wound but widens and her pangs increafe.
He gains; the lofes ftrength ; and now, by turns,
With cold fhe freezes, and with heat the burns.
From day to day improv’d his beauty thines: 210
She, haplefs maid, with wafting forrow pines,
Like fleecy fnows that in the warmth of day
In heaps diffolve before the folar ray :
Sick with defire, from him fhe would receive
What only can her foul’s dear health retrieve ; 215
Yet fear’d that gentle blifs fhe fought to gain,
She from his proffer’d love might hope in vain;
Hence to her virgin fhame fhe loas’d the ties,.
Ana gave her tongue the licence of her eyes;
TillAhe, unconfcious of the wound he made, 220
Heard her with fighs implore his f)itying aid.
- O brave Orlando ! O Circaffia’s king!
“What are the virtues that unheeded {pring
In breafts like yours! In vain your boafted fame;
Where now the meed your glorious labours claim?
Ver. 212. Like fa:y Jfnows—] Spenfer probably had his
" eye upon this paflage in the lines defcribing the fquirg Timias
falling in love with Belphzebe

Yet ftill he wafted, as the fnow congeal’d _
_ " When the bright fun his beams thereon doth beat. .
" Fairy Queen, B.iii. ¢ v. fl. 49.

"Declare
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" Declare onexourteons a&, one kind regard, 226
She ¢’cr.beftow’d your fuffesings-to. rawasd.
O | .couldift-thau, princely Agrican, arife,
Reftor’d from -nether ‘thades to-ypper-fkies !
O ftesn Ferrau! O'thoufands-mare vhaam’d, ago
That oft her heartwith:truth and epurage claim’d ;
How would you new with;jealons pengs-bebold
A rival’s happy arms herilimbs-enfeld !
Thus ifair: Aagglica her grase-beftows
" On young-Medoro, bids; him plugk :the ofe  23¢
Untqueh'd before, and. range-the-hajlowd -grove
Where meveriyet adventurous:feet-might rave.
Meagtime: the: maid, to fanéify her flame,
With eoly» marriage rites conceal’d the thame :
Love prefent fmil’d,.and to:the nuptial bed 240
The fhepherd’s wife the bluthing fair-one. led.
One happy:month, befuting where they :dwell'd
In humble raof, a ruftic feaft they held.
The damfel, never abfent from his fight,
‘Mangs on-her lover with untir’d.delight ; 24§
.For ever round him glues her twining arms,.
-And- cldfps his.neck, and kindles at-his charms.
With him in lowly cot, or leafy bower,
By night, by day, fhe waftes the,flesting hour.
: ‘ At
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At morn and eve by-cryftal-ftreams they ftsay, ajo

Or trace-the verdantimeadow’s flowery way.

At fultry noon'they feek a,gloamy-cave,

Jasike that which-from rthe ftorm -a.fhelter gava,

- Whrat time the Trojan prince and Tyrian queen *

Their loves entrufted to the facred fcene. 255

“Wherc’er a tree its verdant boughs difplay’d

-O'er silisund foumts to calt-a waving thade,

"Pheknife and poirted-fteel the bark impréfi'd,

»Androft:the rocks their fportiirc‘toys confels’d.

e\ ithoufand: parts-reveal’d their mutual Bames, 960

A t_houfapd places fhow’d the lovers’ names,

-Aqgélica and her Medoro twin’d, o

~Incpofied wreaths and-amorous knots eombin'd.
Now rolling tiiie reprov’d the damf¢l’s ﬂ:ay,‘

.And urg’d her to refume her purpos’d way,  e45

n-India’s realms, at'rich Cathsy to-crown

. ‘Her dear Medoro on the regal throne.

-Around her arm-a;golden circlet brac'd

“Of rareft worth, with fpdrkling jewels grae’d,-

‘In fign of brave Orlando’s love the wore, 270

-Angd long. preferv’d the valu’d gift fhe hore.

~ ® Eneas-and Dino.
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To Ziliantes this Morgana gave,

What time fhe kept him hid beneath the wave;

He, to his father Monodant reftor’d

Ere long by virtue of Orlando’s fword, 27§
' L This

Ver. 272. To Ziliantes this Morgana gave,] Morgana,
the fairy of riches (fee Note on Book vi. ver. 269.) Zili-
antes was fon of Monodant, and 'younger brother to Bran-
dimart : he was beloved by Morgana, and after having been
cighteen years detained by her in her fubterraneous palace,
was fet at liberty by the valour of Orlando. The ftory of
this fairy and her dwelling is full of umgmatxon, and thus
told by Boyardo.

Orlando, travelling to the aﬁi{’cance of Angelxca, was met
by a lady feated on a palfrey, having in her hands a book
and wearing at her girdle a rich horn of exquifite workman-
thip: fhe addrefled the knight in this manner.

¢ Sir knight, you have now met with a moft wonderful
and perilous adventure, which requires all the valour of fuch a
champion as your appearance befpeaks you to be. This horn,
which is made by enchantment, muft be founded three times,
and every time of founding the horn confult the book, which
will inftru& you what is further to be done : butif any knight
fhould find his courage fail at the firft blaft of the horn, he
will be for ever made prifoner in the ifland of the enchanted
lake. The firft and fecond time of founding the horn will
expofe you to moft dreadful and unheard of perils ; but the
third time will finith the adventure, and put it in your power,
without any further trial of valour, to make all the remainder
of your life completely happy.”

Orlando,
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This coftly bracelet with a grateful mind
Beftow'd, Orlando’s conquering arm to bind,
By him decreed in future time to prove -
‘With fair Angelica his pledge of love.

Not

Orlando, having heard this, expreffed his eager defire to
undertake the adventure ; and receiving from the lady’s hand
the book and horn, he founded fuch a blaft as made the earth
tremble, and immediately a rock dividing in two parts, dif~
covered a vaft opening in the earth, whence ruthed out two
farious bulls with horns of iron, and hides of different colours.
Orlando, upon having recourfe to his book, was inftructed to
yoke the bulls, and plough up the field that lay round the
rock : this, after an obftinate battle with the bulls, he per~’
formed; and then fetting them at liberty, they fled with
dreadful bellowings to the foreft, and difappeared, Orlando
founded the horn a fecond time, when the earth again trem-
bled, and a mountain near him opening, its fummit caft forth
flames in great abundance. While the knight impatiently
waited for the iffue, a huge dragon came forth of moft tre-
mendous afpe ; his fcales were green, and fhone with gold ;
his wings of different colours ; he brandifhed beyond his tharp
teeth three tongues, and made a dreadful noife with the lath-
ing of his tail, while volumes of fmoke, mixed with fparks and
fire, iflued from his mouth and ears. Orlando having again
confulted his book, was ordered to attack the monfter with
the utmoft celerity, and attempt to fever his head from his
body before the poifonous fumes fhould have any fatal effedt ;
this done, he was dire&ed to take out all the dragon’s teeth,
and fow them in the furrows which he had juft ploughed up.
The knight then intrepidly advanced to attack the monfter,
who came towards him with wings extended, and opening his

Vou. II. : Ee jaws
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Not for the giver, or his fuit defpis’d, 280
But for its coft the precious gift the priz’d.
This *midft the ifle of tears * the ftrangely kept,
- (Where captive dames their cruel fortune wept)
' ‘When,

jaws to fwallow him. Orlando found himfelf moft dreadfully
annoyed with the poifon and fire ; his fhield was immediately
confumed, his creft caught the flame, and all his apparel ws
nearly burnt to afhes, while the fmoke was fo thick that he
could not fee to aim his blows ; till at length by a fortuns
ftroke he cut off the head of his enemy, and drawing out the
teeth, fowed them, as the book had direCed, in the furrows
of the new-ploughed field. Turpin relates, that immediately
the crefts of helmets began to appear above the ground, next
the breafls and fhoulders of armed men ; till 2 numerous com-
pany, with thouts and clamours, and the clangor of horns and
trumpets, united their weapons, and furioufly attacked the
earl : but he, drawing his fword Durindana, and remounting
his horfe, received them with fuch valour, that the whole
number were foon flain ; and thus ended their Jife nearly as it
began. :
It now remained to found the horn for the laft time, which
Orlando having done, looked round to fee the conclufion of
the adventure ; when nothing appearing, he began to think |
himfelf mocked : af length he beheld coming towards him
through the flowery meadow a white ftag, at which heex-
claimed with great marks of difappointment, ¢ Is this the
wonderful end of my labours ?” He then threw his book and
horn on the ground, and was about to depart with indignation;
but the lady ftopping him, cried out, ¢ Stay, valorous knight,
and learn that no kimg or warrior could ever meet with 2
mort
* Esvpa. See page 430 for a note on this line.
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When, bound by favage hands, fhe naked ftood

To feed the monfter rifing from the flood. 285

Now wanting gold to give the fimple pair,

The fhepherd and his wife, whofe honeft care
Show’d,

more wonderful adventure than this; know that thy work is
not yet finithed : Not far diftant from hence is a place called
* the Ifland of Riches, where dwells the fairy Morgana, who
is deputed by Heaven to difpenfe to mortals all the wealth
that is enjoyed in this world: fhe hides her treafures in the
bowels of the earth, and has fent this white hind to enrich
you, as a glorious recompence for your having three times
founded that horn, which no man before ever founded a fecond
time. 'The fairy fends through the world this ftag, which is
enchanted, and has, as thou feeft, golden horns: he who
withes to take him muft purfue him with unremitted vigour
for fix days, and on the feventh day he will ftop by the fide of
a fountain to wath, and there fuffer himfelf to be taken : this
wonderful animal fheds his horns fix times a day, every
branch of his horns bears thirty ingots of gold ; fo that hav-
ing obtained this ftag, thou wilt be poflefled of every happi-
nefs which wealth can purchafe, and mayeft moreover acquire
the love of the fairy Morgana, whofe beauty is unparalleled.”
Orlando fcarcely fuffered the lady to finifh her difcourfe,
but replied with 2 fmile, that he was not come thither for fuch
intent, that he defpifed riches, and only fought for the reward
that attepds great and glorious actions *. ’
Upon this Orlando delivered his book and horn again to
the lady, and refumed his journey towards Albracca.
Aftolpho, Rinaldo, Iroldo, and Prafildo travelling together,

found a lady in great afflition, who related to them that her
* See Note to Book vi. ver. 269. i

Eea fifter
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Show’d, while the lovers fhar’d their homely board,

Such friendly welcome as their means afford,
This from her arm fhe drew, and bade the fwain 2g0
The valu'd treafure for her fake retain.

| Now

fifter was fallen into the hands of a cruel giant, who having
ftripped her naked and bound her to a tree, fcourged her from
time to time in a2 moft inhuman manner: on this the knights
engaged to do their utmoft to deliver her; and foon after all
together arrived at a river, over which was a bridge fo narrow
that only one perfon could pafs on foot: on the further fide
the river was a tower where the villain inhabited, and in the
meadow a large and deep lake: the knights beheld the un-
fortunate woman tied to a cyprefs tree and bathed in blood,
while her tormentor exercifed his cruelty upon her. Iroldo
and Prafildo having firft pafled the bridge, feparately attacked
the villain, but were both overcome, and caft by him to the
bottom of the lake, Rinaldo then attacked him ; and after
an obftinate combat, the villain, in vain endeavouring to dif
engage himfelf from Rinaldo’s hold, threw himfelf with Ri-
naldo~into the lake, where both immediately funk to the
bottom, and difappeared, leaving Aftolpho in great afiGtioa
for the lofs of his friend. The lady, who was tied to the tree,
was releafed, and the two fifters with: Aftolpho departed,
taking with them Rinaldo’s harfe Bayardo.

Orlando, having deftroyed the garden of Falerina #®, ar-
rived, accompanied by that enchantrefs, where the above-
mentioned warriors, with Dudon, who had fince been made
prifoner with them, were kept in the enchanted lake. The
earl there beheld a trophy raifed of the arms of Rinaldo, and
fuppofing him to be flain, forgot all the enmity that had fub-

: ® Scc note to Book xli. ver. 192. for this flory.

fiffed
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Now tow’rds the hills the happy lovers ride,
The fteepy hills that France from Spain divide ;
Thence to Valencia they direét their way,

Or Barcelona, there awhile to ftay, 295

, ' Till
fifted between them, immediately paffed over the bridge to
revenge his death, and furioufly attacked Arridano, who lay
in the meadow exulting over the trophy of Rinaldo. A
dreadful battle enfued between them ; for Morgana had not
only given Arridano impenetrable armour, but had formed'
fuch a fpell, that the ftrength of the giant always exceeded fix
times the ftrength of every one with whom he was engaged.
At length Arridano,- feizing Orlando, as he had before Ri-
naldo, plunged with him headlong into the lake. Falerina,
terrified at the fight, immediately fled; and as foon as th\e
combatants reached the bottom, Orlando found himfelf in the
middle of a beautiful meadow, furrounded by a wall of cryftal.
The knight, as he fell, endeavoured in vain to efcape from
the grafp of Arridano; but as foon as they touched the ground,
his enemy loofened his hold, and thought to ftrip him of his
armour ; when the earl renewed the combat with greater fury
than ever, and at length, by the help of his fword Balifarda,
againft which no enchantment could avail, he deprived the
enemy of life.

Orlando then, entering at a portal which he difcovered in a
rock, pafled on for a long time in total darknefs, till at laft he
difcovered a light that fhone like the fun at noon-day ; when
he came to the bank of a wide river, over which was a long
narrow bridge, where ftood the figure of an armed man all of
iron ; and beyond the bridge was a plain heaped with pearls
and precious ftones, more in number than the flowers tha -t

Ee 3 adorn -
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Till thence fome veflel, with propitious gale,
Should loefe for eaftern lands the {preading fail :
And pdw, defcending from the mountain’s height,
The fea below Garona ftruck their fight. -
Thus

“adorn the earth in {pring, or the ftars of heaven. This. place
contained the treafures of the fairy Morgana.

Orlando then with his drawn fword attempting to pafs the
bridge, the armed figure ftruck it with his mafly club, and the
whole pile funk immediately into the river : while Oslando
fioodr gazing in admiration, another bridge appeared in the
place of the former : the knight again attempted the. paflage,
but the armed figure again raifed his club, and the bridge funk
as before.  Orlando thus baflled, yet determined to reach the
further fide, now exerting all his ftrength, with a prodigious
effort leaped over the river, armed as. he was, and alighted fafe
in. the meadow ; where entering into a large fquare building,
he beheld the figure of a king feated on a throne, with numbers
ftanding round him : they were all formed of gold, and co~
vered with pearls, rubies, and diamonds ; before the king was
a table fpread with 2 moft magnificent banquet, but over his
.head was fufpended 2 drawn {word with the point downward,
and at his left hand ftood one with his bow bent, as ready to

*let fly an arrow; on his right ftood another, exally re-
fembling the former, holding a fcroll in his hand with this in-
feription : ¢ Riches and Pomp are of no value if poffeffed with
fear, and Pleafure and. Greatnsfs avail us nothing if acquired
with the lofs of peace.”” On the middle of the table, on a

" fleur~de-lys of gold, was a ruby of a prodigious fize, which

gave light to all the place; and on each fide was a door that
led from the faloon. Orlando, who paid little attention to
the
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Thus journeying on, upon the fands they view 300
A naked man of pale and ghatftly hue; "
Like fome foul fwine he lies with brutal mien,

His fenfe diftraught, his-limbs with filth ob{cene :

He

the riches which he beheld, attempted to enter one of the
doors, but found no light to guide his fteps : recalling then
to mind the carbuncle, he refolved to make ufe of it, and ad-
vanced to feize it ; but the figure, that ftood with his bow
bent, immediately let fly an arrow that ftruck the carbuncle,
which immediately fiew off from the fleur-de-lys, and left
the earl in darknefs : a dreadful earthquake then fol-
lowed, accompanied with repeated claps of thunder, while
Orlando ftood undaunted expecting the iflue. The earth-
quake and thunder ceafing, the ftone again toek its place on
the fleur-de-lys, and enlightened the faloon with more fplen-
dor than before. The knight attempted again to feize the
carbuncle, but the archer again fhot his arrow, and all was
left in darknefs ; the thunder and earthquake returned, and
continued above an hour, till the carbuncle once more re-
fumed its ftation. Orlando, determined to purfue his pur-
pofe, rufbed forwards intrepidly with his lifted thield, on
which he received the arrow, that fell ineffeCtual to the
ground; he then took the flone without further oppofition,
and, directing his fteps by the enchanted light, defcended a
_ ftaircafe which led to a prifop, in which were confined Ri-
naldo, Brandimart, and Dudon., Qrlando beheld on a -
rock the following words engraven: ¢ Whoever thou art,
O knight or damfel ! that haft reached this place, know
that thou never fhalt return, unlefs thou canft feize the
fairy that inhabits thefe regions, whofe locks grow only
from ber forehead, and who is bald behind.” Orlando,

Ecys . having
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He leaps upon them fierce (as unawares

A fnarling cur the paffing ftranger fcares) 308
And threatens fore to work them woe, and fcorn:
But to Marphifa let us now return *.

To

having read this infcription, traverfed a beautiful meadow
enamelled with a thoufard different flowers, and at laft
efpied Morgana afleep by the fide of a fountain: he ftoad
fome time in contemplation of her beauty, when he fud-
denly heard a voice that bade him feize the fairy by her fore-
‘lock, before the awaked and efcaped his hands : at the found
of this voice Orlando turning, came to a rock of cryftal,
through which he beheld imprifoned Dudon, Rinaldo, and
Brandimart ; at this fight the earl, greatly affliGed, lifted
up his fword to have hewn an opening in the rock, but the
three knights called aloud to him to forbear, for thould the
zock be broken they muft all inevitably perith. Orlande
was then addrefled by a beautiful imprifoned lady, who
-feemed in great aflition, and told him there was no way te
enter the prifon but by a gate which appeared of diamonds
and emeralds, of which Morgana kept the keys ; to procure
which he muft immediately return to the fountain, and en-
deavour to fecure her perfon. The earl, impatient to enter
the rock, haftened back to the fountain, where he found the
fairy dancing, and finging thefe words : “ Whoever is de-
firous to enjoy in this world wealth, pleafure, honours, and
dignities, let him lay hold on this golden lock that I wear
from my fo-chezd, and I will fulfil all his withes: but Jet
him not forego the advantage int his power, fince time paft
can never be recalled ; I fhall turn from him and leave him
1o lament his folly.”  So fung the fairy ; but as foon as fhe

y beheld

* He follows Angelica and Medoro, B, xxix. ver. 41 3.

1
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To her, to Gryphen, Aquilant again,
To good Aftolpho let us change the ftrain,
Who fpent with toil, while prefent death they view’d,
But ill oppos’d the furies of the flood : 311

Three .

beheld Orlando approaching, fhe immediately fled with the
utmoft fpeed, the knight purfuing her till they left the mea-
dow, and came into a country full of briars and brambles ;
and now the fky was fuddenly overcaft, when from a dark
cave rufhed out a female figure of ghaftly appearance, with a
pale and meagre countenance, holding in her hand a fcourge,
which fhe continually exercifed on herfelf ; but feeing Or-
lando hold Morgana in chafe, fhe began to follow him, and
when he demanded who fhe was, the replied, ¢ My name is
Repentance, and I am come to bear you company till the
end of your courfe, during which you muft feel the feve-
rity of my ftripes.” As fhe fpoke thus, Orlando continued
to purfue Morgana, while the hag clofe behind from time
to time applied her fcourge to him; nor could all his threats
or valour free him from her perfecution: at length he over-
took the fairy, and faftening his hand in her lock, the hag,
that till then had followed, immediately left him, the- fky
cleared up, the country affumed a fmiling appearance, and,
inftead of thorns and briars, the earth was covered with odo-
riferous flowers. Orlando having ftayed the fairy, demanded
of her the keys of the prifon; which fhe engaged to deliver
to him, upon condition that he would leave behind Zili-
antes, the fon of Monodant ; to which Orlando agreed. Mor-
gana then gave up the keys, and all her prifoners, except
‘Ziliantes, were fet at liberty.

After Orlando had atchieved this adventure, he fell with
Brandimart into the hands of Monodant, who had long en-

_ deavoured
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Three ciays the ftorm with ceafelefs teerors rag’d,

And gave no token yet of wrath afluag’d;

The hoftile furge and wind’s incieafing power

From head to ftern the planksand tackling tore; 318
And

deavoured to get Orlando into his pewer, in order to deliver
bim up to Morgana, who, on thefe; terms, had promifed to
reftore his fon Ziliantes : Brandimart perfuaded his friend to
make his efcape, and remained behind in bis ftead. Or-
lando then repaired again to the enchanted dwelling of Mor-
gana, when. coming to the river and bridge, where he for-
merly encountered Arridano, he beheld a lady bitterly weep-~
ing and lamenting over the body of a dead dragon : while
Orlando ftood wondering at fuch a fpeQacle, the lady took
the dragon in ber arms, and entering a bark went into the
middle of the lake, and fuddenly difappeared. In the mean
time another lady accofted Orlando : this was Flordelis, wife
so Brandimart, who now implored the affiftance of the earl for
ker hufband, whom fhe fuppofed to be prifoner in the palace
of Morgana ; but was to her great joy acquainted that Brandi-
mart had been already freed from that confinement, and that
Orlando had ence more undertaken the adventure of the lake
to deliver Ziliantes from the fairy.

While Flordelis was making vows for the fuccefs of Or-
lando, the knight advanced towards a little gate concealed
under a rock, covered over with thorns and brambles, by
which he lately left the fubterranean dwelling; through
this, after a long defcent, he came to the place where the
golden king fat at the table, and paft on till he arrived at
the garden of Morgana, where he faw the fairy by the fide
of the fountain, with the beautiful youth Ziliantes, whom fhe
was carefling with the utmoft tendernefs, hut whofe face was

’ fhill
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And what unbroken feem’d the ftorm to brave,
The failor hew’d and hurkd into the wave.
One ftands ‘apart and marks, with head declin’d,
The veflel's courfe, as pale befide him fhin’d

The

fill isnprefled with a deadly palenefs, through the cruel recol-
le®tion of ks late dreadful metamorphofis.

When Orlando, after having flain Arridano, had delivered
the prifoners, and departed, Morgana, whefe cruelty exceeded
her beauty, by the force of fpells and incantations transform-
ed the wretched Ziliantes into the fhape of a fearful dragon,
in order to place him as 2 guard to the bridge; but whether
from 2 too powerful application of her fpells, or from what~
ever other caufe, no fooner had the youth aflumed his new
form, but he uttered a loud cry and expired. The fairy, in-
confolable at this event, carried him back with her to her ha-
bitation, where by her powerful art fhe reftored him again to
life and to his own natural fhape. -

As foon as Orlando faw Morgana, he ruthed upon her,
and feized her by the locks, when fhe immediately had re-
courfe te fupplications, offering him infinite riches if he
would permit Ziliantes ftill to remain with her; the knight,
deaf to all her entreaties, took Ziliantes by the hand, and led
him up the paffage by which he had defcended ; but before
he releafed the fairy, whom he #ill held by the lock, he
made her fwear by Demogorgon, the terror of fairies, that
fhe never more would difturb him with her incantations.
Morgana having fworn, defcended to her habitation, and
Orlando with Ziliantes came out at the entrance of the
rock, where they found Flordelis on her knees. All three

then departed together for the court of Monodant, where Or- . |

lando delivered Ziliantes to his father, and where Brandi-
mart,
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The lanthorn’s gleam, and one with careful fight
The hold examines by the torches’ light. =~ 321
One at the prow, one at the ftern explores:

The glaffes’ fands that thow the waining hours,

- And
mart, who had been flolen” away in his infancy, was difco-
vered to be the fon of Monodant, and elder brother to Zili-
ates.””

Onxrer. InN. Book i. C. xxiv. xxv, Book it. C. vii. viii.
xii. xiii.

_Amidft all the extravagant wildne(s of thefe fittions of
romance, the claflic reader will difcover many incidents
taken from the heroic .and mythological fables of anti- -
quity. In perufing the adventure of the enchanted horn,
atchieved by Orlando jn the _beginning of this narrative,
every one muft remember the dragon of Cadmus, and the
bulls of Jafon. It has been already obferved (fee Note to
Book vi. ver. 26q.) that Spenfer had undoubtedly in his eye
the palace of Morgana, when he defcribed the riches of Mam-
mon ; he has a man of golden mald, that, like the Italian
poct’s iron guard, defends a paffage.

He brought him to 3 darkfome narrow fkrait,

To a broad gate all built of beaten gold ;

The gate was open, but therein did wait

A fturdy villain firiding ftiff and bold,

As if the higheft Gop defy he would ;

In his right hand an iran club he held,

But he himfelf was all of golden mold, &c.
~Fairy QuEeen, Book ii. C. vii. ft. g4o..

. Mr. Warton gives an account of a book, intitled Gefta
Romanorum, date fuppofed to be about 1473, where, among
: 8 many
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And oft returns to learn the veflel’s way,

How far her track, and how her bearings lay. 325
Then in the middle fhip, with chart in hand,
Each haftens where th’ affrighted failor-band
Their pilot meet, and mutual aid demand,

Now

many wonderful ftories, is a flory, the latter part of which
is very fimilar to this defcent of Orlando to the palace of
Morgana. . '

4 There was an image in the city of Rome, which
firetched forth its right hand, on the middle finger of which
was written STRIKE HERE. For a long time none could
underftand the meaning of this myflerious infcription. At
length a certain fubtle clerk, who came to fee this famous
image, obferved, as the fun fhoge againtt it, the thadow of
the infcribed finger on the ground at fome diftance. He im-
mediately took a fpade, and began to dig exaflly on that
fpot. He came at length to a flight of fteps, which defcended
far under ground, and led him to a flately palace: here he
-entered a, hall, where was a king and queen fitting at a ta-
ble with their nobles and a multitude of people, all cloathed
in rich garments; but no perfon fpoke 2 word. He looked
towards one carner, where he faw a polithed carbuncle,
which illuminated the whole room : in the oppofite corner
be perceived the figure of a man ftanding, having a bended
bow with an arrow in his hand, as prepared to thoot. On
his forehead was written, I AM WHO AM, nething ¢an efecaps
my flroke, not even yonder carbuncle which fbines fo bright. The
clerk beheld all with amazement, and entering a chamber,
faw the moft beautiful ladies working at the loom in purple ;.
but all was filence. He then entered a ftable full of the
moft excellent horfes and afles; he touched fome of them,

' and



430 ORLANDO FURIGSO B. XIX.

Now to Limiffo’s fatal coaft we fteer *;
(Thus one began) her dangerous fands appcér 1330
See! Tripoli’s fharp rocks (another cry’d)
That oft the veflel’s fhatter’d planks divide.
~ One

and they were immediately turned into flone. He next
furveyed all the apartments of the palace, which abounded
with all that his withes could defire: he again vifited the
hall, and now began to refle@ how he fhould retum ; but
{fays he) all my report of thefe things will not be believed,
unlefs I carry fomething back with me. #He tharefore took
from the principal table a golden cup and a golden knife,
and placed them in his bofom ; when the man, who flvod in
the corner with the bow, immediately fhot at the carbuncle,
which he fhattered into a thowfand pieces; at that moment
.t became dark as night : In this darknefs, not being able to

find his way, he remained in the fubterranean 'palace,

foon died a miferable death.”
See W arTon’s Hiftory of Peetry, vol. iii. p. liv.
Ver. 282.  This *midft the ifle of tears fhe firangely kept,]
Rufcelli, the Italian commentator, has taken great pains to
reconcile the feeming impoffibility that Angelica thould con-
tinue in pofleffion of this bracelet, when fhe was fhript
naked by the people of Ebuda: - he fuppofes that thefe
iflanders, who are reprefented fo fuperttitious by the poet,
might think it a more acceptable and honourable offeting to
Proteus, if they expofed the virgin with this ornament to
be devoured by the monfter ; as the ancients were accuftomed
in their facrifices to gild the horns of the vi&im, and deco-
rate them with other idle ceremonies. But furely the poet
might as well himfelf have thus accounted for the difficulty
. in
* See note on this line, page 431.
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One cries—Behold us 6n Satalia borne,
Which many a mariner has caufe to mourn.
Each reafons as he thinks, while every breaft 335
Pale terror and defpair alike pofiefs’d.
Th’ enfuing morn, with greater force prévail’d
The wind and fea that fill the bark affail’d.
At once the wind the fhatter’d forefail tears,
And from the helm the fea the rudder bears. 340
Who fears not now muft bear a breaft of fteel; |
Or marble heart, unknowing how to feel.
Marphifa, the who danger late defy’d, -
No longer here her fecret dread deny’d.
What vows of pilgrimage the feamen frame! 3435
To Sinai, Rome, Ettino’s virgin-dame,

‘ ‘Galitia,
in his narrative : this may ferve, however, as one fpecimen, . °
among many others, of the genius of the Italian commenta-

tors, who would generally defend their favourite poet in the
moft glaring abfurdity. '

Ver. 308. — Gryphon, Aguilant—Afolpho,—] Sanfonetto
is here omitted by the poet, though one of their company.

Ver. 329. Now to Limiffe’s fatal coaff —~] Called by the ‘
ancients Syrtes ; certain dangerous fands on the confines of
Afric, near Egypt.

Ver. 346. Ettino’s virgin-dame,] Some fay, that biv
Ettino is meant a certain church dedicated to the Virgin
Mary, built among the ruins of Aquileia; and fo~called

8 : from
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Galitia, Cyprus, but o’er all fo dear,

That hallow’d tomb which Chriftian fouls revere ¥
Meantime aloft amidft the furging tides,

Amidft the clouds the groaning veflel rides. 350
The trembling pilot'from the creaking maft

* The mainfail cuts, and now he bids to caft

From poop or prow, into the greedy flood,

Huge chefts and bales, with every ufelefs load.

He clear’d each part, and to the roaring wave 353

Rich merchandize and fhining treafures gave. .

One ply’d the pump, from ruthing ftreams to free

. 'The fhip, and to the fea return’d the fea.

Another watch’d where’er the furge he {py’d
With lafhing force the plank from plank divide. 360
Four dreadful days, on mountain-billows catt,

The feamen toil’d, and every hope was paft ;
When fudden breaking on their raptur’d fight,
Appear’d the fplendor of Saint Ermo’s light =

Low
from Utino, a rock in the eity. Others fay, that it is a place

in Candia, -called Tino, where is a church dedicated to the
Virgin, famous for many imputed miracles. PorcaccHi.

Ver. 364. — Saint Ermd’s light :] Naturalifts explain that
thefe lights which appear to failors are from natural caufes,
and believe that they not only are feen on the mafts of fhips,
but alfo on the tops of lances in an army. It is however

the
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_ Low fettling on the prow, with ray ferehe 3635

It thone, for mafts or fails no more were féen.

The crew elated faw the dancing gleam ;-

Each, on his knees, ador’d the favouring beam ;

| And.

the firm opinion of mariners, that fuch phenomena are fent
as marks of favour from their prote®or Saint Ermo, whofe
remains are held in great veneration at Gaeta. RuseEeLLi.

Camoéns in his Lufiad defcribes thefe lights that are of-
ten feen in the time of a ftorm: Gama, giving an account
of his voyage to the king of Melinda, fays: .

Thofe dreadful wonders of the deep I faw
Which fill the failors’ breafts with facred awe ;
And which the fages, of their learning vain,
Efteem the phantoms of the dreamful brain: -
That living fire, by feamen held divine,
Of Heaven’s own care in {torms the holy fign,
Which *midft the horrors of the tempeft plays,,
And on the blafts’ dark wings will gaily blaze
Thefe eyes diftin&t have feen that living fire
Glide through the florm and round my fails afpire.
MickiE, Book v.
< The ancients thus accounted for this appearance !
The fulphureous vapours of the air, after being viclently
~agitated by a tempeft, unite,-and -when the humidity beging
to fubfide, as is the éafe when the florm is almoft exhaufted,
by the agitation of their atonms, they take fire, and are.at-
trated by the malls and cordage of the thip.- Being thus
‘naturally the pledges of the approaching calm, it is no won-
NVou. I~ Ff der
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And begg'd, with trembling voice and watery eyes,
A truce from threatening waves and raging fkies.
The ftorm (till then relentlefs) ceas’d to roar, 371
South, Eaft, and bluftering North were heard nomore;;
Now reign’d fole tyrant o’er the feas extent,
Th’ inclement Weft, while from his mouth. he fent
A powcfful blaft, and with it urg'd along 375
" The foamy current, tervibie and ftrong ;

der that the fuperflition of failors fhould in all ages have
efteemed them divine, and
Of Heaven’s own care in flosms the holy fign.

¢ In the expedition of the Golden Flecce, in a violent
tempeft, thefe fires were feen to hover over the heads of
Caftor and Pollux, who were two of the Argonauts, and a
calm immediately enfucd. After the apotheofis of thefe he-
roes, the Grecian failors invoked thofe fires by the names of
Caftor and Pollux, or the fons of Jupiter.  'Fhe Athenians
called them Zwrapes, Saviours. '

Plin. Nat. Hift. 1. 2.—Seneca, Queft. Nat. ¢. i.—and
Czfar de Bell. Afr. c. vi. mention thefe fires as oftén feen
to alight ahd reft on the points of the fpears of the foldiers.
By the French and Spaniands.they are called Saint Helmre’s
fires ; and by the Italians the fires of Saint:Peter ind Saint
Nicholas. Modern difcovenies have proved that thefe ap-
pearances are the ele@ric_ flnid attraéled hy the fpwdle of
- the madl, or peint of the fpear.” C
i Seq Mr. MicxLe’s note to the above pa(ﬁgv,

oo <. Lysiapy adeditn - . g ..
=30 e - That
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That drove the fiying bark with fwifter force

Than firemgzth of wing impels the falcon’s couif,

While the pale pilot deens’d his veffal loft,

Or driven beyond our wordd o Océan’s utivoft coafts

The wary feamhan hence bis fkill apply’d, - 481

And from the poop. amid the tumbling tide |

His:anchor caff: the anchor flip’d 4t néed

With haulfer huge, abates their fearful fpeed.

By this, but chief by Heaver's preferving aid, - 385

Whofe happy omén,.on the prow difplay’d, '

Reviv'd their hope, the thip fecurely rode,

That elfe had funk-entomb’d beneath the fload.

Now from Laiazzo's gulph the Syrian lands

- They fee, where high a peopled city ftands, 390

©f circuit wide ; and nearer they furvey )

A fort on either fide to gudrd the bay.

Soon as:the pilot well the tand efpies,

On his pale check the frighted colour dies:

He loaths the hateful coaft; yet would he try 355

The deép once more, he knows nothow fo fly:

His mafts md.yards are loft, and rent away

His fails and tzoklxhg featter'd o’ct the fea. .

‘I‘hc wrcfch whom fate ordains thefe climes to gair,

Is rrﬁdc 2 capmrc, o1 unpmy'd ﬂam o 400
Ffa While
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While thys-they paus’d, the feamen fear’d to view
Embarking frtom the fhore a.numerous crew, - - -
With vefléls arm’d, againft their thip unité, - 7
Dnfit for fea, but more unfic for fight. " '
- While thus in fearful doubt the -pilot ftands 40 5
‘Which courfe-to take, the Englifh knight demands
What fecret thoughts his wavering. breaft divide;
And why he fought not in the port to ride ..
To whom the pilot thus—Yon heftile ftrand -
Is lin’d with women, whofe inhuman hand, - 410
By ancient’law, ‘each ftranger-gueft configns’
To death relentlefs, or iri-chains confines: -
He only *fcapes, whofe arms in meafur'd field. -
_ €an make ten champians to his prowefs.yield; .. .
And next, at night, a fofter confli& prove, . 41 e
" 'To win ten females:in the lifts of love. . '
Should he t’ atchieve: the fomer tafk fuffice, .
But in the fecond fail, ‘he furely dies! . . -
He dies! 2d, deftin’d to:ignable toil, . - ... -
His friends thd cattle feed, ar turmthe foil ! . 420
Ver. 409 T whom ‘the )ﬁﬁ&iﬁ:——%’oh@éﬁﬁ /Y.;a'n'd
. Zfrﬂd'qiiﬁmmaf:;—fej' This frange.ftory of
the Amazons isnot o b found in Bpyardo., Ariafto in this
fuble feems to have blended the accounts of the Amazons
of ahtiquity with thoft of ‘the women-of Lifundsham i
- . Sy In



BXI¥ ORLARDO FURAGSS [

o #

In both. the triald, Thould fuccefs esfue, -

He gains fill fréedom for his focialtew, -~~~ =
Himfelf ufiee—-for hufband he refithitis’ A
Of ten fair females, ashfs thoice ofdains.. ¥

Aftolpho heard, norcéuld from laughterhold 42
At this ftrange ciftom by the pilot tofd. > = v1
Now Sanfonetto, now ‘Marphifa near, ~ 37" .7
Now Gryphon with his brother came ¢o-hear -’
Why thus aloef the fhatter'd bark remain’d, '
Nor with her crew:th! in¥iting harbour gain’d. 430
Here let e perifk Tehus 'the pilot fpoke) ' ° :
" Ere bow oy neck to fuch ignoble yoke.- - -

Alike with him agreéd the failor eréw i
Not- fo‘Marphifa'and the warlike few's’ g

Far other they, who fafer deem’d the forer " "g35-
| Beft with arins, thah eas where tempetts foyt ;! nA
Who moze the billows fear'd and wrecking fafids -
Than weapons brandil’d i 4 hundred’handéir -~
This-~évery place~xhey held fecure fromv fear, &
Whert’er their grafp could wield the f@ord or fpeard
Eager they bura:theohoftile firand to gain; ' -441%
But England’s warrior, forerhoft of the traid,-
Demands toiland; his magic horn he BndW: . . ¢
(If arms fhould fail) would everly foros e, T

F f 3 Iy Now

Aoy

-
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Now divers papts they sgok : ome loudly ory'st 444
To make the port, as loudly ene deay’d.,
At length the pilet, yrg-d by ftrengor foree, !
Unwilling tq the harbows hap'd his gonsfe, ...
. 'Whep figh difcover'd on ghe diftgac,faady . 5 ¢
Full in the erual ¢ity’s wiew they ffaod, As0
The mariners peheld s galley leave e
The land, #nd with & erayv the billews gleave.

T’ affai} their wretched bark, while narsfolv’d
Uncertzip. fchemes their jatring bresfts revaly’d,

" Now to the prow and fterp th’ invadiag train 455
Huge cables fix, and throygh the daliing main
And drawn with toil it gging atlength she fhares,
Megntime he knights sheir limbs in anreyr cafe,
And by their des the tenfty falchion place, . 460
And ftrive, with dauntlefs looks and words, to:cheey
The pilot's.dovbits and eafe the feamen’s fear. ;

The fhagious harhour like a crefcent hends,
And fous lang miles in winding courfé extends:
From hozn to hern a narraw miouth apptars,: 464
And at egch horn 3 fort its fusmmit rears, - ‘
The natives fear fio foes can e’ar prevail

_Till fortunz feam the fouth sheir walls afil,

i 9 . Built
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Built like a theatre in wide extent - R
The circling city reach’d the hill’s defcent. 470.

No fooner enter’d, when, by rumour blewn, .
The thip’s arrival through the land was kniown,
And arm’d with bows in all the drefs of ‘war,
Six thoufand females to the port repair.

A range of fhips from rock to rock they place, 473
Each hope of flight from every breatt to chace,
And with huge chains, prepar’d for fuch defign,
Clofe up the mouth, and all within confine,

A hoary matron, who in length of years °

Like Hecuba or Cuma’s maid appears, 480
The pilot calls, and wills him to reply

If there his wretchied partners chufe to die ;'

Or wifer, as the country’s laws declare, )
Submit their necks the fervile yoke to bear ? _
To each the choice is offer’d — there to fall - 485
With freedom —or furvive in hopelefs thrall.

*Tis true, fhould one amongft you dare engage
(She cries) with ten th’ unequal fight to wage:
Thefe fhould he flay, and pext in one fhort night
Woo ten fair damfels to the nuptial rite, 490
With us a fovereign’s rank he fhall poflefs,

And you, if fuch your will, depart in peace:
: Ffa i Or

L4
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Or all, or part, fecurely here may. live;
The choice is yours, and thefe the terms we give :
Who hege in.freedom would remain, muft wed 495
Ten females to partake his marriage bed,
But fhould your champion in the lifted field,
Though living, to the ten in prowefs yield,
Or want the powers the fecond prize t9 gain,
‘We will that you be flaves and he be flain. 5§00
The beldame thus; but where fhe deem’d to meet
‘With daubt or terrar, found a dauntlefs heat
In every knight: each on himfelf relies,
And hopes in either lift to win the prize,
No lefs Marphifa’s heart with courage glows, sog
Though for the fecond. tafk her fex fhe knows
But ill prepar’d, -yet hopes the to fupply
With fword the gifts that Nature might deny.
Their anfwer then, in general council weigh’d,
The pilot to the hoary dame convey’d: ' §10
~ That one amongft them ftood prepar’d to.prove
The tafk of battle firft, and then of love.
No niore-oppos’d, the feamen now.fecure -
Their anchor; and- on land the veffel moor.
The bridge is caft, and from the deck proceed 51§
The thining warrior and the prancing fteed:
o | Amidft
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Amidft the city with furprife they view; ;- !

The mighty numbers of the female crew: = .. .
With thorten'd: vefture part on horfeback fwarm '
Or in the crowded {quare Like. warriors arm. ! . ' 5§20
“The men por {pear, nor {wogd, -are feen ta. bear,
Nor ought of weapons that pertain to war, -

Save only -t;p‘-_—\and thele, as late I told, -~ i
(So anciept cuﬂdm wills) thejr lances hold: -~ .
“The reft attend the loom, the needle ply, .. ‘-'55?5
Or twift the wool, or cull the various dyés,
Adown thejr limbs long matron-gar&xghxs-ﬁow,.
Their mien is feminine, their pace is flow. .. '
Some kept in-chains, at will their tyrants: fend
The lands to. culture, and the herds to tend. - - g30
Few are-the males, and {carce the region round -

A hundred for.a thoufand females found.

- The kmights who.deem’d by lot to fix his name,
Whofe armmight for the reft the combat claim,
Would from the chance the martial dame* withhold,
By fex unfit amidft their names enrall'd - 36
Both palms to win ; but fhe with noble pride
Will with her peers the fated foroll abide:

On her it fell — I firft in fight will die
Ere you (fhe cry'd)in cruel bondage lie: ' 540

* MARPHISA. Thi
13
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This fteel (2nd as fhe fpoke her trully fword
She grafp’d) your-pledge of fafety thal¥ 2fford :
Wit this:§ tiean eath fandl tyeé to'loole; -
Ag Alexamled cut the Gordian nodfe. - -
While éarth:endures, ro ftranger fhall again 545
Of this dire law and ‘criiél land compkhain.
Thus fhe ; and what- her fevouririg fortune fends
Each knight allows, and to'her arm cornmends
"The gloriqus charpt fuch rumerous foes to brave,
And fall iy battle, or ‘theit freedomt fve.© 530
Neow ready-clad i Wiail anid!cuirals brighe,”
She haftems to the field, ind cliimsthe fight.
Far in the city wa$ a {quare inclos'd,
And fet apart, with feats around difpos'd,
To plene the vulgar herd with many a fray - 555
Of wreftling, tournament, and martial play.
Four brazen gates, that open in the place,
Admit the prefs, while thmu’gh the crowded fpace
Arm’d females throng, where blendiag hope and fexr
They bid Marphifa in the 14t appear. 560
The virgin enters on a dappled feed,
Of colour grey, of more than common breed ;
. Small was his head, his joints were ftrangly knit,
Proudly he paw’d, ard champ’d she frothy bit;
s aver . : Fire
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Fire flafh’d his ejres—~+ this:from 2 thoufend snore:
Of genesqus-firain in Norgndino's. fioge,:. L~ 568
The monarch ghefe, and,deck’d with trappings buve,
The regal’ préfent to. Marphifa.gave, . - . |
‘"Who, entering:at the foush; where on. the gate’ °
- The mid-day fiopes food (il the charge to.wait;
Nor waited Jong, when echp’d-fharp.and clear, 571
The trumpet’s clangar fWRE IH-eVery €ar, i t......-
Then fyam the porsal of the north fhe faw = 2
Her ten pppanents to the combat draw. . "~ "
The fisfh Hold kaight, who laok’d himfelf 2 hoft, 575 .
Seer’d ib.his erin the force st albin bodft. . ...
The lift he enter’d on a courfer’s back . ‘
Of fivongeft frame, dnd more than raven black, -
Save that his, front and hindmodt -foot difplayd.
Some Fhow,white hairs amidft the dufky thade. §80
Clail like bix Beed in fable weeds of woe '
The champien came, as if he meant to thaw .
Ab enablem of his owa diftrefsful fate, SN
How fma]l his camfort, and his griefs how grcat! N
‘The trunspet founds,, and to, the charge addrefs’d
At ance nine warsiors:place the laneg;in reft: - 586
But he, the mourning kaight, whofe noble heart
Pifdains tk advmtagc. ftands awhile apart;
Howe'er
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Howe'er compell’d in fuch a-hatefl caufe,

" Refolv’d in this his will thould kﬁ&tﬁ&lﬂs}i'm |
Apart: he ftands, the conflift to furvels:. = . .
And fee one lance with nine difpute the day.: ‘

The fived with eafy pace and ficddy force |
Bote the brave virgin' to'th’ uhequalibourf,
Wiho wielded in her'grafp fo huge a fpear, g5
Scarce four fuffic’d th* enormisus wéight to ror.
This from the thip with wary choiea flié bore, ‘
The ftouteft beam amuadft a Aumervus figre. -

So fierce fhe, came, | with luch -a dauasléfslook,
A thoufandl cheeks.grew>pale,.ia thoufahd. bolors
thook. .. . . ilauon s o b oo b

Swift: through the firft, as if; hwfuwckfs breat
No armour wore; the-furious. fbec}:dbel prefs'd.
His iron-plated fhield; with firength impelld,
The weapon pafs’d and through: the.cuirafs kld;
The point drove on, till finear’d with witsh blood
Through back and breaft a-foot behind it ftood, 60
“The virgin left the wretched warrior flain,

And tuin’d againft:the reft with loofén’d rein:

Aginft the fecand bold advancing foe,

And néxr the third, thé dealt fo fierce a blow, &0

That eisher’s fpinal bone the weapon broke,

And’both at once their feats and life forfook.
Togethe

4
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Together row the remnant fix enigag’'d

"l"h‘c gallant maid,; and war united wag'd.:: + .-
$o -have I feen 2 bomb the ranks divide, .~ - 615
As fierce Marphifa pierc’d the martial tide: - >
Againft her carflet javelins fnapt in vain,” .. - -
While the unmov’d could every ftroke fuftain. ;-
In tennis thus not more the fencing wall - .. o
Refifts the impulfe of the bounding ball.” - -~ 620
In vain the force of hoftile weapon fought - - . :
To pierce her arms of pureft temper wrought ; .~
By magic wrought in Styx’s burning fté¢am,

And hiffing plung’d-in black Avernus’ ftream. -
Now at.the bairier bounds awhile fhe ftay’d, 6as
‘Then wheel’d her courfer, and with brandifh’d blade
The reft affail’d, her victory purfu’d,

And to the elbows dy’d her arms.in blood.

From this a hand, from that the lops the head :
On one the, ghaftly fword fo jutt-is fped, . 630
Head, arms;-and breaft fall fever’d op the plain 5
The legs and belly on the fteed remain.

Thus half the man (a dreadful fight) appear’d:. ;,
So holy pilgrims, 'to the faint rever’d,

. O S T ,an‘\

R ALY O Slandosu? a1 L9 L bnn “"I‘J <
Ver. 634.° V83 Bily pz?gnm, 0P “This fimititede ake
Iud¥§ to the cuftom in the Romith church of making limbs
of
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For members heald, of wax or fiver frane 634
The parts reftor’d; and in their patron’s: name
Sufpend the piows giftto him whofe aid they clairh.
One, as the lift he fled, fhe fwift puifo’d,

And cre he reach’d the midft, afonder hew'd

His head and bleeding trunk, that never art 640

Of furgeon could foffice to clofe the part.

Thus by her valour eack in turn was flaia,

Or lay extended fenfelefs on the plain,

‘That well the knew he never more could rear

The mafly buckler or the pointed’fpear, . 645

The knight, who in the fift retir'd ‘slone,

. Beheld she nine by one brave arm oerthwown,
Now fpurs’d his fteed to fhow not fear detain’d,
But courtefy his gencrous arm reftrain’d’;

Then beckoning with his hand he firft bcg:m 650
To afk a:parley ete che courfe he ran;

And little thmkmg that with man’s array,
Conedalld in thartial weeds a virgin lay,

Graceful he fpoke — Thy fpirits, valiant knighe,

May furely droop in fuch uneqnak fight ; 655
of wax, ivory, or ﬁlve}; ;v.hich the pilg;i;ns hang ;:;; as an
offering dedicated to the Saint, by whom the patients are
fuppofod %orby healed of any difeafe oglamenefs.: 3y -

sdinilgridac T 7 Lud, R gne ai'rmofts sas o N
™)
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Nor will I bafely now in arms dppofe. -
That ﬁrength already fpent with numerous foes. -
Till morn I give thee from the field to reft, = -
Then may’ft thou tutn to frefher Rrife addeefi’d : -
So fhall my fwéed a nabler combat claim,. 660
Nor with thy vigour {pent pollute my fare,

To warlike toils thefe limbs have lang been bred;
Nor have 1 toil’d fo fat (Marphifa faid). .. .
But to thy coft, I truft, thou foon flialt findd .
My nerve and fpirit of a nobler kind. . .~ 66
‘Thy words, the proffer of a courteaus breaft,
I praifc, but feek. not yet fo foon to: reft:
Still thines she day, aud 'twere a fhame fer kmglm
To lofe in.floth the yet r.emaxm?;g light.- =

The ftranger then—0O'! that my woe-firuck mind
Could gain.as fure each good it pants to find, 67r.
As thou frem me. thy filk of arms fhalt tafte; -
And find: peschance the.day. tpo quickly wafte. .

He faid ;. aind- frait two beamy. lances, wrolight °
Like ponacrous matfts, he bids with {peed be brought;
To bold-Marphifa/s hand thie clivice:he gives, 678,
The fpear which. the rejets, himfelf reddivoss: o:i;i 4
The trumpet fonnds—the coviefars Thalse the gsausst:
Earthi, ait; and.fea, the thuadering chargitafguad. .2

L woavt nigit ods bos b1avodet 108¥ KD
oo ' ' ‘



‘With eyes unmov’d each mute afliftait ftinds ; 680

No word, no breath, is heard through all the bands:

So fix’'d was each to mark with longing gaze,

Which kaight would win the palm of knightly praife.

" Marphifa aims her fpear with matchlefs force,

To hurl the fable warrior from his horfe, 685

No more t rife ; nor lefs the fable foe

" Thinks with a thruft to.lay Marphifa low.

Like faplefs oziers'feem’d each lance’s length,

Not form’d of chofen afh with maffy ftrength :

Up to the reft they thiver'd with the ftroke 3 690

And ecither fteed confefs’d the mighty fhock :

At once, as if a:fcythe with fweepy force .

Had cutthe nerves, down funk each lound’ring horfe.

Marphifa, at her firft affault, had known

A thoufand warriors from their faddle thrown, 695

And the, who ne’er before receiv’d defeat, .

Now (ftrange to tell!) was tumbled from her feat.

Struck with the chance, thh -more than’ ragc op-
prefs’d, .

A fudden madnefs feem’d t’.enflame. hcrbreaﬁ:

Alike the fable knight appear’d to grieve, . 700

Not lightly wont in field- his feat to leave.

Scaréchad they touch’d ¢he ground, whémeither food

- @# ¥8ot recover’d, and the fight renew’d.

Each
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Each weapon’s edge and point by turns they ply’d ;.
With fword and fhield they fenc’d, or leap’d afide 705
To thun the firoke: the well-aim’d ftroke rebounds;
The ftroke that mifs’d, in hiffing air refounds.
In fecret to herfelf Marphifa faid : '
In happy hour for me this warrior ftay’d, ]
Nor in the fight his nine companions led, 710
This day might elfe have mix’d me with the dead; -
Since now, fore labouring in the doubtful ftrife,
Scarce from his fingle armr I'guard my life. '
Marphifa thus, yet ceas’d not, as fhe fpoke,
To wield her fword and ward each coming ftroke. -
Not lefs the ftranger thus his fortune blefs’d: 516"
In happy hour this knight refus’d to reft ; B
Since now I fcarce defend me from his might,
Already wearied with fo fiérce a fight. |
Had he with morn his vigour loft renew’d, ~ 720
What fortune might have then my arms purfu’d!” **
Great were my rifk in‘this contefted place,
Had he accepted late my proffer’d grace. - L
The battle lafted till declining light, o
Nor feem’d th’ advafnfagc" to the dame or knight;
And now fo deep the fhades incrca'ﬁnlg grow, 426’
Not this, nor that, can ward the threatening blow. *

You. IL. Gg ' Now
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Now darkpels glas’d—when to the glorious maid
With courteous micn the generons warrior faid.
‘What can we more, fince night obteudes her veil,
While yet the battle hangs in equal foale 2 731
Then hear—O chief! awhile pralong thy life,
At leaft till mqrn revives the nehle frife:
I€ to thy wafting days a.fingle night
I only grant—no blame on e muft light: 735
Condemn the law of this gecusfed race,
The female fex that rule this-hated place.
. But uE, from whoem po-art she sruth conceals,
Knews if for shee and thipe my bofom fecls.
"Thou and.thy fellows may’f with me sefide, 740
With qthers danger will thy fleep betide.
Againt thee now confpise-the fgmale teain,
Whofe hufbands by thy sonquezing hand ase flain.
For know that each, who by thy arm lies dead,
Tenwives poflefs’d : hence nipety females led 745
To feck revenge (unlefs with.me you reft)
Might in the-dead of night yaur fleep moleft.
Marphifa thqn—-I gladly fhall. receive
‘The:fair afylum which theu deign’ft to give :
Secure in-shee-fuch virtuous faith to find 759
As fuits thy sovsage and cxalted mind !
, ‘Mourn
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Mourp pat sy life as dapm’d 10 shee by fats,
Thy owp, perschance; may-find 2 therter dae ;
Nor-can I shink ps yet thy altins fhow,
With mipe compar’d, $hyfelf a.mightier.fge. 75§
Then, as thou wilt, the combat urge or ftay ;
Qr.meet by myon-light, .or by light of day :
Whate'er thousfesk’ft, bebpld me seady £l
Each hour a warrior’s duty to fulfil.
Unfinifh’d thus they left the glorious fight, 760
Till from the Ganges thone the golden light.
To Aquilant, to Gryphon, all the train
Of gallant champians, came the knight humane,
With generous fuit to each by turns addrefy'd,
Beneath his hofpitable roof to-reft. 765
All gladly yield, and now with chearful blaze
Of torches’ light, the lord his guefts conveys -
To reach his regal dome, where every room
With fplendor fhone and labours of the loom.
Now from each head the martial helmet rais’d, ‘
“The two brave combatants with' wonder gaz’d. 771
The ftranger-knight was frefh and faﬁr of hue,
His downy cheeks but eighteen fummers knew.
The virgin marvell’d much his arm could wage
Such dreadful battles in fo green an age: 7758
' Nor
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Nor lefs he v?ohdcr’d? when her helm unclos’d
Her flowing locks and beauteous fex expos’d,
His foe but late '—now each with like demand -

Enquires the other’s a&tions, name, and land.’

But who the youth, awhile to feek forbear _;‘: 780
The book enfuing fhall his nanre declare.

" END OF VOL. I
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