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ORLANDO' FURIOSO.

A M 0 N G the faithful 'beuU1 whofe' conftant
. love ' .

Nor time can change, nor fortune's frowns remove,

Olympia fair may boaft the brighteft name:

Or fuould another equal merit claim,
"

Yet paIl: nor prefent days e'er fet to view s:
A flame more tender and a breaft m9re true.

~hat {hanger tokens could Bireno find

To fpeak the firmnefs of a lover's mind?

Whofe faith untainted, for its juft reward,

Requir'd his gratitude and fole regard. 10

No other dame fuould lure him from her arms, }

Not fue, whofe face fill'd Afia with alarms;

Or,one, could one befound)ofmoreexalted charms.

Ver. 12. Nlt.fk; whoft face-] The celebrated Helen, wife
~ ,Menelaus king of Sparta.

B 2 ' Far
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Far rather let him quit his life and fame,

And every good that' bt:ars:,the d~areft nam~. IS

But if Bireno, faithful to the maid,

With equal warmth her matchlefs truth repay'd;

If, join'd WIth her, he ftemm'd the conftant tide,

Nor ever turn'd his changing fails afide,

Soon fuall we ten j and when the truth you know, '"0­
'Rage 1hall contraCt the lip and bend the brow.

"Who, gentle virgins! will again receive

The words of lovers, or their oaths believe?

.The youth, who pants to gain the amorous prize,

Forgets that Heaven with all-difcerning eyes 2 S

Surveys the feeret heart-i .a.nd when defire

Ha,s, in poffeffion, quench'd its fuort-liv'd fire,

".rhe devious winds afide each promife bear"

And fcatter all his folemn vows in air!

"Warn'd by the 1l1ufe's voice, with cautious ear jO

The well-feign?d plaints and feeming forrows hear!

RefleCt, ye gentle daIJ1es! that much they knowJ

Who gain experience from another's wOe.

Ah! fly the dangerous trai~ whofe looks difclofe "

The flowery bloom that early youth beftows j 3S

Where each warm paffion burfts with fudden blazeJ

Which foo~ agai~~ ~ike ftubble fir'c;l" ~e~.ays.: -
" .

.:" .".. L "".< e. .• "A~

...



As on the hill or plain the' hunter's mce·

The trembling hare, 1n~v.eiy' fearon, chace;

But view, when takeri, with a dold furvey, .

And only fe~k wi\h joy the ,flying prey ~.

So, while aJQuJhf.lli:~Jove, ,tRe. youthful crevt
......

4.ttend your .ever.y .gliln(:e;..wit4 a.rdQq~ (uc

To gain yourfmile!l";";'butwhen your fmiles theygain1

Loft are the trophies of YO\1r boafted reign I 4)

From your, high' ftate-to abjeB: Oaves 'debas'd j

While on anot~r's <:ha.i'Jl'\s their wavering heart~ ~r,

-_ 'pla-c'd I , I,

Yet -think not that my verfe forbids 'to love,

Such, thoughts far .diftant from your' b.ard remove I

The.lonelt ro.i~ i.s·,ij~.the vine, .that·~bWJ ; SCi
No friendly elmW'ith tendrils to indore;' ; , .,' , ' , .

But creeps negleCl:ed .....yet, ye virgin-fair.,

The dowh of young inc,onftancy beWa'fe i

Let not th' unripen'd fruits your care engage,

Nor gather thofo too far matut'rl:Witbage4

:' Bire~oJ as my tale befo.re explain'qi.,:

Cymofco's daughter in his power detain:d, .

Whom, 'in hJ.s [ecref f<?~i.J he firft qefign'd .

In marriage with his brother to be joi~'d.,
B 3 But
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But (oon neW" pations in his bofom rife,

He views, and envies him Co rich a--prize»

Nor thinks anothetr lhould. by him obtain

That treafureJ which.himfelf afpires to gain.

&:arce fOurteen fummel'S had the virgin feen,

Sweet were ber look8) her gefture, and Iler mien~ 6S
So infant rofes from the bud d~&y

Their opening be:&Utks-m the' genial ray.
When firft: hcvicw'd her lovely features (prnd

Widt pious tears, to wail a father dead,

What fudden warmth po1fefs'd his beating heart! 70.,
Not half fo rwift the flames their rage impart,

Where "oAile fOl'ce', -wen,vioua.hzn<k, confpirc
To give me ripen'd corD to ,..lIfting me t

Satiate with ,Ion,. and doy'd. with· full delight,

Olympia ,now was hateful i(l his fight:

But yet fo far he veil'a hil--guileful thovghr,

Till time his puc.pos'd fcheme to aCqon brought,

He feem'd far' fair Olympia,diHta prove

A tender truth that anfwer'd all her love!

Or if, percharrce; by fud~n irnpulfe {way'd,

Unguarded' he' carefs'd tne:Ftizeland maid; ,"

None cenfur'd' what they raw; but'each iridin"d

T' afcribe 'it to'~ good' an'd PlQUS mind~

To

, ,
\
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To every .geaerom deed· our praife \ft awe,
• I

. To raife the wretch whomlottune whirls below; 8$

. To foothe the angm1b of a heart diftreis'd; -

Much more an. orphan with her woes opprefs'd.

O! gracious Iiu\I'en J how oft do clouds abuCe
. ,

Weak mortals' eyeR, and bound their paniat views f .
Bireno's foul and impioosdceds appe4t . 90
The pious tokens of a foul fincere. -

Now feize the muly mariners their oars,

And, launching in the waves, forfake, the fhores;

With joyful fttokes they cleAve the briny main,

To bear alengBireM and his train. 9$

BeMnd they leave low Holland's marfhy coatt,

Which quickly to the flying fight is 10ft: .

To thun the Frizeland realm IIfide they ib:er,

While nearer Stodand to the left they vea:.

At length o'ertaken by a aevioua bla!t.up

Three days uncertain o'er the billows call::.
I

The third they faw, as near the evening citew,
A ",iId and defert ifie arife to view.

Soon as the vefiH toa creckthey bore,

Eirena with Olympia went on fhore: lOS

'Beneath a tent the {laves their cates prepar'd., .

T'he unfufpeeting dame the banquet fhar'd,

B + Then'
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Then to the couch, for gentle fliJmber dreft,

Contented, with her lord ret::ird 'to'reft ;

While to their ,bark the weary .crew retreat, , 110

And, funk in fieep, their formel: toils forget.

In fweet o.blivion loft, Olympia lay,

Tir'd with- the labours of the watery way:

, In her calm breaft rio' irkfome' feats: arofe ;'

Such fears as once had banifh'd her repofe. 115

Herfelf the view'd infafety on the thOle,

'Midft the detp filence ofthe midnight hourJ

Her lover at her: fide: but ,number fled . -
I • •

tfjs eyes, whofe .waking though.ts- deep trearon bred.

: Soon(aB he fees. her wrAPt--m fle.ep, he takes . 120

With [peed .his veibire, and th~ bed forfak~s;

Then, l1S ir~Ji~ ·along the wings of wind,

Flies to.the fuip; and Jc:~ves the. tent behind:

Si1tfnt he wak.es.Jiis mam; and gives- command

To launch"into rhe:aeep·and.quit the ~and. '. 125

.. Unbie!ft.Qlympia on the fhore remain'd,

Whom long the.ple~ng bauds' of fieep reihain'<oJ, "

. Ver. i20. Sodn ~s hejees herwraPtin fttep,-] The reader
",Htfee that thiS whore pafi£ge,- where Bireno forfabs Olympia,
i~ copie4 Ji'om the 1l:ory of Th~feus and Ariadne.

~ OVID'~ Epiftles, Ariadne to The(eui•.

Til~
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Till from her golden 'wheels Aurora threw,

On v.erdant meads, the drops of fparkling dew;

An4, on the margin of the wavy flood) 130

Alcyone her andent plaints renew'd :

When now, nor fcarce afieep, nor yet aw8ke,

She thought' Bitcno in her arms to take: ' ,'

Her touch ~ecciv'd, again fhe backward drew; ,',

Then fondly ,ftre~ch'd her longing ar~s anew. ,I3S

At length, oi[p~U'd by fear) her number fled;
I .

She looksJ and looking fees th' abandon~d,bed. '

Her griefsincreaflog, as her fears augment)

~he quits the :eQuch and i1roes from the tent J

Wild to the fea fhe ru.ns ,with headlong pace) 140

And futd~" aras !. too c~rtaiA Ittr difgra~e.

Ver. 128. rill from' her ~olden- iiJhiels--] ~huS' Ovid: ' .

Tempus erat, vltrea quo primum terra pruina
Spargiturt et tca..: fronde queni.Dtul" aves. ..'

Now ea~h firft glittqs with the mqrning dew, ,. ",
-.. . And. birds, in bowery {hades, their plaints renew. ,

Ver. iJ%.Jf7brTl now, nor /Cane-' ajkep,-] Ovid exaaIl: : _

. • lJid:rtum vig~lIl!&' a 'fomno ltqguida, mori, . , :

Thefe~ prenfuras femifupina manus. '! ~

N Ullus erat: iereroque manus, iterumqUe retento,' ­
'Perque torwn moveo'l}rachia: nullus erato

i '< _.. .-. ,.._.~ the whqle:Epiftk., :

She
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She beats her breaft and face, her hair ~e rends,

While on the fuore her frighted look 1he bends.

The: favouring moon. hu trembling beam fupplies,.
Yet nought but lOa IIId c::ldert laftd fhe fpies: 14$

She calls Birena's name; the cam lIl'O'OJ1d

With pity to Birrno;, naane tefC?und 1

A rcxk beflde the o~Bn's limits ftOO'd;

That, worn by £Urges, belly'd o'ertKe flood:

To the high fummit' £Wife Olympia flew, '50
Such added vigour- from defpair Ax drew J

Thence from afar bebe.ld: tile parting fails

Of falfe Brreno drrvd btfore the gales:

She faw, or f~m!6i~ "- for yet the light

Could fcara di{pcllM (u~n fhadei ofnight. ISS
Trembling {he falls: a chilly fweat invades

Her alter~d vifage, and her colour fades.

But, when 1"Ccovu'd, with her (ruiders eries-

She calls the ve~l,. whtle the vetTel fliea;-

And where her lips refufe their accents weak, 160

He(clafping hMds and frantic geftures fpeak.

o whither 8y·ft: thOl;f"'- tfeacheroos and unkind!

Thy bark has left her.deareft freight behind!

Return - retum"'- and flare thou bear'it away

Mj ~tttf' part, 0 take this lifelefs clay!
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While thus me fpoke, her garments in her hand

She wav"d, to lure the vefi"el ba'ck to land.

But the fame winds that through the billows bear '

His fwellingfails, difperfe her plaints in air.

Thrice, cruel to herfdf,fhethought to throw, 17rJ

Her wretched body in the feasbelow.. '

At length {he ceas'd to view the fhores in vain,

And fought, with feeble ftcps, the tent again~

'Her face reclining on the' confcious bed,

She pour'd- a lhowcr of plenteous ~ars, and fai.~

Laft night in thee, alas! two lovers lay; '17'

Why did.not twQ together rife to-day?

Forfworn, :airellO ~ fatal was the birth,

That gave atcurit otympia. to thef earth J

Where iliQn I Nml-..111 Impelda oftc1i~J10

NtJt one to hear ,my pllUM". otf40the "'Y' gt'Wt(1

No bark t' efcape - while hunger frals my ddOin,

Without fhe 1helter ef a fritndly tomb J

Or favage w'Givts<,- that howl in every cave,
'Shalt in their :Wlil'1hs afford a dreadful grave! 19S
Now, ~w, methinks, fo fwifr is fear, I view -'

Yon dreliry~feild forth their murderous crew ..

~eai~'lmIW, -ti'gt4ts, belJfu thar narure arms

With lltarpen'Elteeth and clns'for human harms.­

But
,';
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But ah! what death fo dire can there bell:o;w, i90

As thou, ungrateful author of my woe !

Thefe will but once my wretched carcafe tear;

By thee, alas! a. thoufand deaths 1 bear~

What if fome pilot, wandering o'er the deep,

Should take me henee in [afety to his !hip; 19S

Th~ thus the lions, .bears, and wolves I '[cape,

Or want, and death in every horrid fhape;

Shall I to Holland .fly,. where thy command ..

Defends the harbour, and forbids to land ~

HQw fuall r feek again my nataUhore, .. !lOO

When thou, by fraud, haft made it mine no more ?

How ready did thy troOps tl!eir poB: maintain, .

To take po{feffionof their new-found reign I

6hJl11 I to Flanders turn? for thee the r.eft.
t fold; the little that I there poffefs'd :

All )Y.as 'employ'd, ingrate l to fet thee free - .

What clirrie will now re~eive unhappy me ?

Shall I the realm of: Friza feek to gain, 'J
~hereoijc~ for thee I (<;orn'd a q.~n to reign, .

And h<tnce my J:>rethren and my fire were (lain? 210

lJut ~h.crefore fuould I feek my deeds to tell,.

Or paint th' affection thou haft known fo weIll

Then claims a loye like: mine no more regard, .

~Is. this, unjull: Bireno, my reward?
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"Perhaps fome pi~ate, that infdb the wave, 21J

May fei;z;e and fnatch me hence. a hdplefs nave;

Ah! rather COr:1;1e each roaring favage here!

Le~ dreadful lions, tigers, wolves appear; .

With rending claws this panting bQdy tear, .

And to their den my limb~ difm~mber'd.bear! !UO

While thus fhe fpoke her fu'rious hands fhe fprcad~

,And rent t)le golden tre1fes from her head:

,Again fhe fought the beach in wild defpair,

Loofe to the breezes flow'd her fcatter'd hair.

With more than mortal rage 1he feem'd po~en, 225

As if fome ~emon ftru~gle~ in her breaft:

.Like Hecuba, when qn the Thracian fuore

Breathlefs {he view'd her murd.er'd Polydore;

Till, feated on a rock, in doleful mood

~he feem'd a ftatue hanging o'er the flood. 230

But let her for a while her forrows mourn ;

Now to Rogero muft the ftory turn,

Who 'midft the burning of meridian day

Along the fands purfu'd his weary wa~.
. .

On his bright ~rins the fun its beams imprefs'd, 235

J\,.nd his hut cuirafs glow'd upon hisbreaft.

, Vet. 231. But Itt herfor Q whi!t-] He returns.to Olympia
in the next book, Vel. 216~ -.,

While
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While thus befide the ocean fted the knight,

Fatigue and thirft companions of his flight.;

Beneath the fhadow of an ancient tower,

He faw three damfels landed on the fhore.; ~40

Whom, by their veftments and their outward port,

He knew bdong'd to falfe Alcina's court.

Oft Alexandrian carpets vares plac"d,. . .

With wines and coft-Iy cates allur"d the taile.

Their bark attending at the {hand was ty'd, 245

Where the calm waters gently lav'd its fide,

In expeCtation till the fieeping gales

Should rife again to fill the flagging fails.

When near Rogero drew, whofe lips appear'd

All parch'd with thirft, his face with duft be-

fmear'd, 250

With courteous mien the dames addrefs'd the knight,

And begg'd him {rom his courfer to alight,

With them awhile, in fweet retirement laid,

To reft his weary limbs beneath the nude.

And now prepar'd a froiling damfel ftands 255

T,o hold his ftirrup with officious hands;

Another lifts on high the fparkling bowl,

And with a fiercer thirft inflames his foul.
. .
~t'he, who knew the time forbade delay,

.R.~g..dlefs of their wiles, frill held his way. !160

Not
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Not wi,tIl, fueh fl,lry, tGuch'd by fudden fire,

From nitr9us fale or fulphur Hal11es e¥pire J

Not with. f\lch rage the fQImlY wa.ve, afcead,

When o'er the deep t~mp~UOUIl dolJ4s c~nd J

As one amidft the darn(el (rfaiG. w~ f~e 26S
And vow'd reveJlif, purfu~d ~ w81ri9r-$ 6i~,

Thou art nGt (l(>Uc;l (~claimiq mUll the try'4)

A knight, nor yet to gentle bJDad aUy'dI

The arms thou we.a.r-ft~ thy theft aJo.ae could gain.

, Thy theft alfme that generotls hid obtain: 'J.7&

Soon ihall I fee thee yield thy ~aftJU"d breath

jy caitiff hands, and. by a 1h~\ll death t .
Thy worthlefs afhes fcat~f'd. to the wind,

Ingrate and pr~! the fc.~.l of thy kind!

Thefewords amlmore, ftprn "amons fwellinghigh,

Rogero h~~d. P\lt dfi.in'd noJ to reply: 276

Then, with. her fillers, where theit ve1fellay,

She went PI1 board, and tlll,rough ~(: wat-ery way

Ver. 277. erhen, with herf!ftm,-] «By thefe three ~fels
are figured the allurements and. Satteries of the world; and by
R$>gero, who refuj:s mcOlllJiJ witll tlJeir i.Iw.itation, a wife map,

who adheres to the~ of vlrtqe, ~e ill 1llnF~ &iven to :R.o.­
gero is the abufe thrown out by the vul.vr on thofe who defpife '
common p1eaf~8: the pnot,that takes -him on board, deJwtes
perfeCt: judgment"~ V.uVA.SQ~J, PQJl.~,ACC~~.

Urg'd
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Urg'd all her fpeed, and haftening every oar"

Purfu'd his courfe 'along the winding fhore j 280

While her foul lips, accuftom'd well to rail,

. With every keen reproach his ears aff'ail. . '

Now view'd Rogero, with a glad f~rvey,

Where crofs the narrow feas his paJrage lay

T~LQgifti1la; whence he foon efpy'd ~s5

An ancient fire" tnat (rom the adverfe fide

U nmoor'd his bark: tne knight's approach he knew>

AJul gladly waited rill he came in view.

Soon as he faw him pacing o'er the fand,

He came'prepar'd to'waft him from the limd. ~90

A man might in the pilot's features fiqq

The traces of a.juft, benignant mind.

With thanks t<;> Heaven the bark Rogero tak.es,

And iff'uing to the fea the ftrand forfakes;

Still as he pafs'd difcourfing with the fage, ~9S

By long experience taught and wife with age.

. T4e pi~ot much extoll'd the youthful knight, .

Who timely from Alcina took his flight,

T' efcapeher fnares; and now with purer thought

.The vIrtuous domes of Logi~illa fought;. 300
'" '"

.Wbofc:' everlafting j~ys {uch fweets difpenft;

As feed the foul, yet never cloy the renfe.

Where
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Where lhe (he cry'd) can once her power impart)

With reverential awe lhe fills the heart:

Till by her beauties fir'd, the purer mind 305

Cafts every abject pleafure far' behind!

Reverfe from earthly love her love appears:

That, fills the breaft with anxious hopes and fears;

In this, defire can claim no greater ftore,

I t views, is happy, and can afk no more! 3 I ~

She will to nobler feats your thoughts advance,

Than finging, bathing, tilting, and the da~ce ;

~each how t~' expanded foul can mount on high,

Beyond the cloudy vapours of the fky ;

. .And how on earth the mortal part may prove 3 I 5
A tafte of peace that crowns the bleft above.

Thus fpeaking, through the flood the pilot fteer'd,

While diftant yet the fafer !hore appear'd :

When lo! a numerous fail of !hips they 'fpy'd,

That with fpread canvas fkimm'd along the tide. 320

With·thefe Akina came; and with her drew,

Fit'd with her paft affront, a powerful crew;

Refolv'd t' expofe her perfon and her reign,

Her lately ravilh'd treafure to regain.

Though love not nightly urg'd her fecret heart, 325

Yet indignation bore an equal part:

VOL, II. . C Their
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Their dafhing oars fo [wift the feamen ply i

To either land the frothy waters fly:

Refound the feas; refounds each crooked fhore,

And Echo, from her caves, returnli the roar. 330

Now, now, thy magic fhield, Rogero, fhow,

Or yield thy life, or freedom to the foe!

Thus Logiftilla'~pilot eager'cry'd,

And, at the word, he threw the veil afide,

Reveal'd the dazzling light, whofe beams expos'd

In darknefs every hoftile eye-lid clos'd : 336

Some headlong quit the prow; while others fall

From the high poop: one neep o'erwhelms them all !
A centinel, that on the watch-tower ftood,, .

Beheld Alcina's veffels in the flood: J40

, The bell then gave th' alarm - a warrior band

Pour'd from the fort and crowded all the ftrand i

Th' artillery from the walls its rage employ'd,

Which, like a ft?rm, Rogero's foes annoy'd j

And thus from every part affiftance came,' 34S
To fave his.life, his liberty, and fame.

Ver. 343. 'Th' artiUery - ] It appears doubtful what the
poet here means by artillery; fome commentators explain it
fQ be the machines ufed by the ancients for tllrowhlg great
ftone~.

5 Of
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Of beauteous form, four virgins trod the tho-re,

Whom Logiftilla timely fent before:

Fair Andronica,-firft in valour plac~d,

The wife Phronefia, and Dicilla chafte, J5-0
With pure SophrofyRe, who ever prefs'd

In facred virtue's caufe above the reft.

Beneath the caftle, in the 1heltering bay,

A numerous fleet of mighty veffels lay:

At every fignal given by day or night, . 3S5
Prepar'd to fail and ready mann'd for fight.

. Thus either force once more to combat drew,

And both by land and fea the war renew j

By which the kingdom was again reftor'd

.Which once Alcina conque~'d by the fword. 360

What· various chances in the field are ·try'd,

And who the fate of battles can decide 1

Alcina, anxious to prevent his fligh~,

Not only loft her lover and her knight,

But from that fleet, whofe countlefs fails difplay'd,

Caft o'·er the fubjeCl: feas a dreadful1hade,J66. . .

Ver. 34-7. -Jour virgins ....... ] (C Andronica reprefents For­
titude; Phronefia, Prudence; Sophrofyne, Temperance; and
Dicilla, Juftice: there are the fo~r virtues that deliver men from
the hands of Alcina or Vice." DOL-CE.

l

C 2 . While

.'
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While on the reft the flames refiftlefs fed) .

Scarce with 'One bark) alone) efcaping fled.

Thus. fled Alcina) while her. bands were nain)

Enfiav'd) or burnt)orwhelm'd beneath the main. 370

But for Rogero moft her plaints fhe pour'd)

His lofs) o'er every woe) her foul deplor'd.

For this) each night) each day-fue breath'd her fighs,

For this the forrows trickled from her eyes;

While oft reflection added to her grief) 37 S

That death refus'd to yield her pains relief.

No fairy's life the hand of fate reftrains)

While Phcebus fhifts his place or Heaven remains;

Elfe Clotho fure a welc-ome aid~ad fped).
And parted with the fhears her fatal thr~ad : 380

Her own right hand had rais'd the fword) t' expel

Her fuff~rings) as Phcenician Dido fell :

Or like the queen of Nilus) had fhe prov'd

The poifonous afp) and every ~are remov'd !

Ver. 379. ......[JlJthlJ -] One of the Parca::, or three fatal
fifiers, whofe office was to prefide over the thread of life; their
names were Clotho, Lachefis and Atropos. Clotho held the
difiaff; Lachefis wOWld off the wool; and Atropos cut the
thread; but Ariafio has afcribed this talk to Clotho.

Ver, 383- - the quem of Nilus,- ] Clc;opatra, queen of
E~ypt, .'

But

•
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'But let us leave Alcina in her pain, 38S
And to renown'd Rogero turn the {hain,

Who, difembarking, trod the friendly fhore

With grateful thanks to Heaven's proteCting power,

And with imp;rtierit fteps his way purfu'd

To where the fairy's ftately palace ftood. 390

For ftrength or fhow no place with this could vie,

But the bright manfions of th' eternal {ky.

Thick fet with ftones that dart their mingled rays,

The walls, with more than mortalluftre, blaze!

'Not fo the diamond fhifts its trembling beam j 395

Not fo the ruby flames with ruddy gleam.

On thefe immortal gems who turns his eyes,

Beholds the mind in all her colours rife j

Each fault, each virtue views j nor flattery's dref!

Can blinahis foul, nor envy's tongue deprefs. 40Q

And he, 0 Phcebus ! who can thefe difplay,

Without thy aid, creates another day:

'Twere hard to tell which claim'd the nobler part~

.The rich materials, or, the forming art !

Here rais'd aloft, on fumptuous archea high, '4-0 5
That feem'd the vaft fupporters of the 1ky,

Ver.385. But let flS lefl'l)I Akina-] Alcina appears lH)

more in the courfe of this work:

C 3 WerC'·
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43°
While

Were fpacious gardens, which for beauteous fh~

Might vanqui1h others ftretch'd on plains below..

Amidft the 1hining battlements were feen

Th~ trees, of odorous fcent, with branches green,
. . .

Where the fruit ripens, and the bloff'om blows, 41 I

Through every feafon that the fun beftows.

No plants like thefe in earthly foils arife,
'.

Nor autumn there fuc;h grateful 1hade fupplies ; .

Like thefe no violets or lilies bloom, 415

No rofes breathe like there a rich perfume i

.Not fuch the mortal amaranthine bowers,

Or fragraQt jeff'amine, where fhort-liv'd flowers

Sh'runk with each blaft, with every heat decay'd,

Ere yet they flouri1h, droop their heads and fade: 420

But here perpetual verdure clothes the ground,

And w.i:th perpetual [weets the flowers are ·crown'd.

Not that, benignant Nature fo ordains,

Or with a kindlier power their life fuftains,

But Logiftilla, by her fkilful care,

Witho.ut the help of funs or genial air,

What to a vulgar thought may ftrange appear,

Maintains eternal fpring throughout the year.

The fairy-dame her pleafure teftify'd

To fee with her fo. brave a knight refide ;.. .
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While everyone by her example 1hove

To fuow the ,warrior greateft marks of love. ,

Aftolpho, who ere this her palace gain'd,

With friendly looks Rogero entertain'd ;

Soon came the reft, who, in a happy hour,

Regairi'd their fhapes by fage Melilfa's power.

Rogero and Aftolpho now addrefs

The dame with grateful thanks, and humbly prers

Their fair difmiffion thence: Melilfa joins

The juft requeft, and feconds their defigns.

To whom the. fairy courteoufiy reply'd,

She would for either warrior's way provide.

, Then with herfelf (he feeret counfel took

How heft t' affift Rogero and the duke;

At length refolv'd the horfe that foar'd in air, 44S

To Aquitanian fuores the firft fuould bear.

She now prepar'd a bit, with curbing rein,

To rule the courfer and. his fpeed reftrain j

This done, with care fue next inftrutts the knight

To bid him rife, or lower in his flight; 450

TO,urge his fwifter pace, or in a ring'

To make him wheel, or hang upon the wing:

Till as th' experienc'd horfeman rules the horfe~

And o'er the plains below directs his courfe)

..C+

..
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With equal eafe the warrior foon beftrides, 455

And through the fields of air the courfer guides.

Then brave Rogero haften'd to depart,

But firft his leave he took with grateful heart,

And flying, left her pleafing feats behind,

FIer goodnefs ever treafur'd in his mind. 46Q

Now iet us follow his adventurous flight,

.And after tell how England's noble knight,

. ,With greater length of time and heavier pain,
, ,

Return'd to Gallia's court and Charlemain.

A different way the champion meant to foar 465, .
Than that which late compell'd he pafs'd before,

When the fierce griffin whirl'd him firft away, .

While lands and pathlefs feas beneath him lay•

.In his firft flight he left the Spaniih ftr~nds,

And pafs'd direct to India's diftant lands j 470

To India's lands where ,ewells the eaftern main,

Where the two fairies held divided reign j
. , .

But now would vifit other climes, than thOfe

Where bluftering Eolus for ever blows j

Ver.47+. 'U1ure blz1lering Eolus for ever blows;] Roger~

in his 6rftHight, had paffed over the vaH: Atlantic ocean,
where Eolus is raid' to blow continually, as the, fea is, fup­

pofed 't~ be. more particularly Wlder the dominion of the
willJs.

ti3 ~ , , Nor
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Nor thinks his purpos'd journey 'to conclude, '4-75

Till, like the fun, he round the earth has view'd.

O'er fpacious ~infai he direCl:s his way,

Thenc'e viewing Mongiana and Cathay;

And now o'er Imaiis his flighthe ..takes,

Then Sericana. to the .left forfakes : 480

Still more declining from the Scythian cold,

To where th' Hircanian fea his, billows roll'd;

At length "Sarmatia's ample realm he found, ,

And, leaving Alia, entered Europe's bound;

There ftretch'd beneath his eyes in wide furvey,' 485

Ruffia, Prutenia, ~and Pomeria lay.

Though Bradamant with love Rogero fir'd, .

Though every hope to fee the maid confpir'd;

Yet could he not the pleafure now reftrain

To journey thus o'er cities, land, and main, 490

But he to Poland l!ond Hungaria flew~

Till wide Germania's plains appear'd in view;

And every other barbarous region croft,

He came at length to England's diftant coaft.

Ver. 494. - Englimtfs dfftant cof!ll.] L'ultima Inghilterra­

Thus Horace:
-inultimos

Orbis Britannos-

Likewife Virgij, Eclog. I.

- penitus toto diVllOS orb<: Britannos.

Yet
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Yet d~mnot here (mylord) th' adventurous knight

Unceafing ftill purfu'd fo long ~ flight; +96

Each doling eve, his courfer's fpeed repre~,

He chofe fome fair retreat for eafe and reft :

One morn he reach'd fair London's ftately towers,

. And ftay'd his courfe by Thames' far winding

1hores, SOO

Whofe neighbouring meads.difplay'd a mighty force

Of hardy warriors, mingled foot and horfe,

That to the martial nfe and trumpet's found

In-beauteous order ftretch'd their ranks around.

The good Rinaldo thefe to battle led" 505
The firft of knights, and of a h_oft the head!

Who came, ambaffador from Charlemain, .

Affiftance on the Britifh coaft to gain.

Rogero hear the place, by fortune, drew,
,
Juft as each fquadron pafs'd in fair review: SIO

And now alighting with a fwift defcent,
>

He a£k'd a warrior what the concourfe meant.

To him the courteous ftranger thus reply'd:

Thefe troops, whofe banners all the country hide,

From Scotland, Ireland, and from England's foil 5I 5
Arrive, and fome from every neighbouring ifie :

. ,

Ver. 505. The good RinQ~ - J Rinaldo is mentioned agaiIi
in. the xivth~ ver. 10S. .

The
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The ready vefi'els in the harbour {bind,

To waft them fafely to the Gallic land.

The powers ofFrance, befieg'd by Pagan force,

In thefe fupplies have plac'd their laft refource: flO

But that your eyes may e-..:ery fquadron know,

Attend while I their different nations fhow.

Ver. 522. - their differdzt 1lIltions }how. ] The following
review of the forces, it is feared v':ill appear but ungraceful
in Engli1h, from the familiarity of the names and titles, which
are with difficulty to be reduc~d to Englifh verCe, though they
have a different eM ~in the original: the Italians, ft:om the
genius of their languague, and the liberty they are accuftomed
to take with proper names, give a uniformity to different fOun~
and fO~l them. to their own tongue : but it was thought a
licence of this kind could not be taken in the tranllation with
the well-known Englifu titles.

.This palfage is imagined by fome to be intended by the
poet as a compliment to the Britifu nobility. The defcrip­
tion of the feveralleaders, with their arms, banners, and whim­
fical devices, is exaCtly in the fpirit of chivalry:· thus Don
Quixote,. taking the two flocks of fheep (or armie~ paints
their fancied appearance, in the following manner, to Sancho:
" The knight you fee yonder with the gilded armour, who
« bears in his fhield a lion crowned couchant at a darnfel's foot,
" is the valorous Laurealco, lord of the mver bridge:. the other9

U with the armour flowered with gold, who bears three crowns
« argent in a field azure, is the formidable Micocolarnbo, grand
« duke of Q!!eracia, &c."

See JARVIS'S DON Q!lIXOTE) Vol 1. B. iii. C. iv~

YOlli
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Yon enfign view, where waving in the wind
. '

Appear the fleur":de-Iys and leopards join'd :

That trophy'd fign the gallant chief difplays,. 5'15

Whofe fovereign rule each 'fubjett band obeys:

AmidH: thefe warriQrs mighty is his fame,

, And Lionel his ever-honou'r'd name j

The duke of Lancafter, of valour try'd,
. '

In counfel fage, and to the king ally'd. 53Q

The banner next behold, that rang'd behind

Streams tow'rds the hills, and trembles in the wind j

With th~ee white wings upon a verdant' field,

By mighty Ri chard, .earl of Warwick, held.

Intrepid Glofter's duke the ftandard rears, ,535

Where the ftag's head with branching horns ap-

pears.

The duke of Clarence' brings a torch of light i

The duke of York reveals a tr~e in fight:

.See! Norfolk's duke the banner'd fign advance,

That, in three pieces, gives a fhiver'd lance. 540

The noble earl of Kent the thunder bears ':'
I

The griffin, next, the earl of Pe~nbrokewears.

The balance there the duke, of Suffolk takes j

The earl of Effex holds,theyoke and fnakes j

And yonder garland in an azure fhield 545

Northumberland produces in the field.

Behold
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Behold the earl of Arundel, who fhows

A linking veffel where the ocean. flows:

See! Berkley's gallant marquis next appear;

The earl of March, in equal fplendor near. 550

The firft, in white, has giv'na cloven mound; 1
A palm is in the fecond banner found, .

And in the third a pine in {urges drown'd.

The earls of Ancafter and Dorfet, known

One by the car, the other by the crown. 555

That falcon on his neft, with plumage fpread,

By Raymond earl of Devonfhire is led.

See! Winchefter the black and yellow wear;

Derby the hound, and Oxford has the bear.

The prelate of the Bath, amidft his peers . 560

For riches fam'd, a crofs of cryftal rears.

There Somerfet's great duke attraCts the gaze,
, -
Who, ftrange device! a broken feat difplays.

Of heavy-arm'd, and archers on the fteed,

Full forty thoufand to the fight proceed; 565

And thrice as many of the footmen-train,

Beat with th,eir fteps the far-refounding plain.

See! w"here they throng, with various enligns fpread;

By Godfrey, Henry, Herman, Edward, led.

The firft for duke of Buckingham is known; 570

The next is for the earl of Sal'fhury fhown.

Then
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Then Abergan'ny comes, advanc'd in y.ears.;

Laft Edward, earl of Shrew1bury, appears,

All thefe that ftretch along the eaftern lands,

Compofe the number~ of the Englifh bands. 57S

N ow view the weft, anci forty thoufand there

Of hardy Scotchmen wave their figns in air.,

Yon lion,. plac'd two unicorns between,

That rampant with a filver fword is feen, .

Is for the king of Scotla~d's banner known j 580

Zerbino there encamps, his gallant fon !

. No 'form fo graceful can your eyes behold,

For nature made him, and deftroy'dher mould.

The title of the duke of Rofs he bears"

No chief with him for dauntIefs mind. compares. 5SS
The earl of Athol next unfolds to view

A gilded bar upon a field of blue.

The neighbouring banner by the duke of Mar

Is rais'd, who brings a leopard to the war.

.
Ver. 581. Zerbino -] Zerbino, fon to the king of Scot- .

land, and brother to the princefs Geneura, who was delivered
from death in the fifth book by Rinaldo. The charaCl:er of
Zerbino appears to be entirely Ariofto's own,' and is one of the
maft amiable in the whole poem : the loves of this prince and
the chafte If..bella, make a very beautiful and affeaing epifode.

See note to B. xiii. ver. 39.

See!
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See! gallant Alcllbrun, his ftandard brought 5'"
With various fancy'd birds and colours fraught i

Of no degree of earl or marquis vain,

But firft in place amid the fylvan train.

The duke of Stafford gives the bird to 1j.ght

That dares with fteadfaft eyei Apollo's light. 599

Lurcanio, lord of Angus, £hews a chace,

Where the fierce bull two nimble g~eynounds trace.

The duke of Albany, his banner view,

Who fills his field with colours white -and blue:

~uchannan/s earl amidft his ftandard bears 600

Yon vulture.that 'a fpeckled dragon tears.

Valiant Armano next upon the field

Appears,-with white and fable on his £hield.

The earl of Arrol, on his right, is feen,
,

Who gives a flambeau in a field of green. 605

Now, in two bands behold the Iri£h fpread,

The firft is by the earl of Kildare led :

The fecond, by the earl of Defmond brought

- -From favage mountains; has the battle fought.

The firft has, in his fign, a flaming brand i 610

In white, the fecond, a vermilion band•

. Vcr. 598. The duke oj A/hany,-] Ariodantes, brother t~

Lurcanio, married Jo Geneura, and, after the death of Poline1fo,
CJeated duke of Alban,., as re1ateli in ~'fixd1 book.

Nor

•
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Nor do 'the Englifu, Scotch, and Irilh here

Alone in aid of Charlemain appear,

But ~wc:den's realm 'and Norway fend their powers,.

And ev'n the climes remote of Iceland lhores : 6 I S

With many a land, in diftant regions far,

By nature foes to peace and friends 'to war.

Near feventeen ,thoufand to the battle come,

DJawn from the hollow caves and foreft gloom;

Round their white banner throng'd, the plain ap-

, pe'ars 620

A wood of arms, a grove of briftled fpears :

His banner white the chief Morato bore,

Refolv.'d to dye it foon with Moorifu gore..

While 'thus Rogero fees the bands, and hears

The names and titles of the Britifu peers,

Firft one, arid then another with furprife

Approaching views his beaft with fteadfaft eyes,

Amaz'd at fuch a ftrange unufual fight,

,And foon the circle thickens .round the knight•

But !low Rogero, with defign to raife 630

His pleafure, and increafe the crowd's amaze,

Gives to his fteed the rein, and makes him feel,

With gentle touch, the goring of the ftee! ;

He, fwiftly mounting, foars upon the wind,

And leaves the gazing multitude behind!
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Then, having pafs'd the foil of Erigiand o'er

From fide to fide) he reach'd "the lrilh fhare,

Thd fabulous Hibernia j where, 'ti~"faid,

The holy fage a fecret"cavern mack,

~In which, fuch grace th' offending" mOrtar wins, 646
He, purging there, atones for all his -fins ;-

And thence he guides his colirfer ojertl1e 'waves; . "

Where the .tough fea the leffer Britain"laTts :" " "

When, lookihg dowri; a dol~ful fight he fpyd,

The fair Angelica in fetters ty'd ! ~ "64-5·

Ty'd to a rock on fotrow's fatal iOe,

For forrow's n"ilme well fuits the hateful Joil:;
Whence (as my tale but late difplay'd "before) :...

Arm'd veffds coafted round from"lhor~ to'{hOl"t', '

Ver. 638. erh~fabulous Hibernia; where, 'tis ./aid,
'The holy fage aficret cavern mork,] Pope Celeftine

rent bHhop Germano into England, to convert die inhabitants to

the Catholic faith, and Palladio to the' Scots: he likewife "ferit
bHhop Patrick into Ireland: this Wl; afrer having. exemplj6~

many virtues, at laft mitaculoufiy caufed a welltq appellr, into
which every-day all thofe entered, who had committed any great
fm, 'and proclaimed that they thereby obtained remiffion: dis
well was called St. Patrick's purgatory. Ireland, or Hibernia, is

he~e called fabulous (favolofa,) becaufe whoever came ou.t ofthi.

cave related many marvellous things." DOLCE, 'PO'1l~A:CCJU•.'

Vo~. II. - D
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To fe.iZie and bear unhappy dames aw.ay~ - : 1650

Doom~cil :to dev~rin~ ja.ws a daily prey!

,That morn ~be 'Virgin ~n the 2'ock was plac'd

To glut the InC)Diter of the watery Yiafte;

The w.rgin.ho in hapkfs hour 'WBs'horind~ . 6s'4-}
By thofe that view'd het" pmftr~een the ground

Bdick th' unhaUow·d fire iii magic6eep pmfiDund.
Th'i~ race, of uMeienting mind~

To bruai mge the helpleIs fair .relign'd~

4nd on the {hore 'her tender frame expos'.d~

As Nature firft.her naked tii:nlK dif.c1G8'd; 660

Nor~ crilel~left one llender :veil, to fpread

O'er the white lilies,) and the rafes red;

FIQftrs thJlt wi-tp. her can equalluftre boaft,

In heats of July or December's froft !

Rogero fir{t: the diftant virgin "thought "&65

Some lovely form, of alabafter wrougnt~

~Or pureft marble~ vrhich the fculptDr's ha-nd .

:Had.fi~~d with art to grace the defert ftrand.

'13ut foon he view'd~ midlt animated [now., ,. ~ .

:And rofe.a red, the dewy fo.rs-ows B.ow, " .' ;61G"

~ Yer. 665. Roger'l1ft - ] Compare the remaining "part ofthis
beok with the latter end ofthe fourth of Ovid's Metamorphofes,
where Pcrfcus delivers Andromeda from the fea-moder.-

z Whkh
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Which trickling down her panting borom ihaytd,

While in her ~oleten hair the zephyrs play'd. .

Whe"n now on hers th"e champion fixtd his eyes,

The thoughts or "rada.mant began to rife;

Pity and love, by turns, his foul detain, "~75

And fcarce his kindly teats their coune ..db-ain:

He firft his winged cbutfer's (peed reprefs'd,

Then gently thus the weeping maid addrets'd :

o damfel! worthy only of the chain,g "

With which his capti\tfs conquering Love relt:raihs !
Unworthy this, or an'y woe to find 1 681

What wretch to harden'd, with obdurate rnihd

Could by the rugged force or iton bahds .

Comprefs the roftners of thofe lovely hands?

While yet he fpoke her riting blufues tpreaci, ~S)"

SO polifh'd ivory lhows when ftain'd with ted;

Abafh'd fhe found thofe latent charms efpy'd,

Which modefty, though beauteous, {hives to hide ~

Her face had from her hands concealment totind,

nut to the Ainty rock her hands were bound. 690

Ver. 679. 0 dtmiftl! WIrth; tmiJ if tin lA-zhts ..... ] ThUl}
Ovid:

--" non iftis <ligna catenis,
Sed quibus inter re cupidi jW1iltntur amantes I

D 2 Yet
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Yet (all {he could) a {hower of tears {he ihed,
1

And ftrove to earth to bend her drooping head.
, .

While mingled fobs and plaints h~r fate bewail,

A fudden noife cuts fhort her mournful tale•

.For, lo! the monfter ploughs the watery field, 6~S
l.. '

Halfrais'd above the waves, and half conceal'd.

As fearing Boreas' rage or Aufter's force,

The ve1fel to the harbour fteers her courfe:

So haftening to his welcome prey is feen

Xhc .ravenous ore, and fmall the fpace between. 700

The damfe1 views, half dead with chilling fear,
~ . .

Nor can the knight her drooping fpirits cheer.

His lance, but npt in reft, Rogero held,

And on. the furious ore the ftroke impell'd: '

How fhall my mufe his dreadful form explain? 70S
\.

A bulk enormous! floundering in the main!

His eyes and pointed tufks a boar proclaim,

1'he reft, a mafs unfhap'd, without a name.

Between his brows the ftroke Rogero try'd,

~he monfter, movelefs as a rock, defy'd 7ro
The baffled fpear; .and now the fearlefs knight

Prepar'd on dofer terms to wage the fight.

The ore, who faw the winged courfer's fhade,

That here and there upon the waters play'd,

. Forfook

________~ __ __"_____ __ J
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F arfook the certain helplefs prey in view; 7 IS
And raging at the empty £hadow flew i

While" as he turn'd, Rogero funk below,

And watchful ply'd with {hokes his dreadful foe.

As when an eagle darting from the fides,,
Amidft the grafs a wandering ferpent fpies, 720.
Or fees him on the funny bank unfold

His azure glories and his fcales of gold i

Eager to feize, yet cautious frill" he fears

Where from his mouth the hiffing tongue appears,

At length he gripes the prize, then fpreads his wing"

Nor dreads the terrors of the forky fting. 726

Rogero thus, with fword and fpear, purfues

Not where his teeth and threatening tufks he views i

But 'twixt his ears the forceful blow defcends i

Now on his back, now where his tail eKtends. 730

Oft as the monfter turns" afide he fliesa

And watches when to fink and when to rife:

But all in vain! his labour nought avails)

No freel can pierce th' impenetrable fcales.

With the gaunt maftiff thus the fly maintains 73S
Audacious fight, when Augufr dries the plains:

In july's month when ripening harvefts £hinea

Or rich September yielding generous wine:

D 3 Now
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Now on his jaw he fixes, or hi,\; ~yes j

And ftill in ever-\'Ifheeli.ng circles flies, 740

T' elude the teetho tha( v~inly bi~ th.e ~ir.;

For one dire ftroke wou.l.d finifh. all his care!

Lafh'd by the mOllfter's t.ai! t.he furges 6y"

And dafh with fprinkling fO~J;Il tQ.~ di.Q:ap.t fky :

Scarce knows ~oger:o if his co~t:fer wayes. 14$.

His wings in air". or il) we o.qea.n la.v~~:

Full oft he wifhes I)OW to g.~n the iliorc:;

For. much he' fears,. if fril~ d1-~ bil.lows foar.,

When the da.mp plumes I)o. more h}s (tee.4: fuftaillJ.

N.o friendly bark; will be~ hillJ from t.h~ m.un. 75.Q

But foan f4r better thQug\1~ his mind engage

With other arms to quell the brutal rage;

He now refolves the buckler to difplay~.

And ftrike his,£enfes wit~ th' enchanted ray;

Then flies to land, and. firft tQ (creen the m~id. 7S-s.
(Whofe naked limbs we.re on, the. fQ<;;k, dif~la.y'd) .

.From the fierce ligijtJ . h~ fix~& Qn her, hand

The ring that could the. magic power withftalld,

The ring, which noble ~radamap.t Qefore

To faye her lover ftom Brull~no bore - .i 760.

And next, to free him from Alcina's banqs,

By fage Meliffa. fent to Indii\'s lanets. j

~ Sc:e Boob iv. and vii,
Who

.---
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'Vho maJ1l}T 10UNm~ with this). fitom (.ate repriev~d::

From' her the kniglUthe wondrou8t gift receiv'd'.

This,. witIL fo~t'lfoeC!iflg ese, he gave the d'ame 75S'

lIOJ frreen }rev from l h.is buckler's ol'alling ft~me j

And fave clwftr lowl, eye's, whofe foft regard­

Already had his amorous heart etmnar'd.

Then fwifil he tums: tolwhere the monft'er prefs'dl

One half the rea: beneath his: ample breaft ;- 710'

An~ ftanding &11 the Blore, the ftU he rears,·

When lo;! another fun, on: earth appemw!

Full on th.~ aftonifu'd ore the fplCmdor pla~ j'

His fenfes' vani£h with the da'Zzling blaze !'

. As, ~hen. the llde~ wit1t· fultry wpours ~ow) 77S
Tbe:panting fiIhes·faint and· fink BdD1ri j.

So, micHl the billows· of the dee})) is- {hawn'

The hideous- mDnfibr, hor-r-ibl}'l O~e1"'thro\¥n+

Rogero then no reft, no, paufe allows,

But plies him clofe with unavailing bto",.s~ 7,80 .

The beauteous dam~l.now befuught· the knight­

With earnefr pr.a:yer-s to c,eafe the fruitlcrlS·figfit: '

Ah! ,turn;(1he wt:q1ing'cl'f'd):and 100femyrcfurinSl'

Before the cn:uel orc his flnfo regains.

Ah! rather whelm me in the gaping Hood, . 7fJs:

Ete thefe poor limbs-·be made his trembling food.

D 4 Rogero,
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Rogero, .pitying, heard the dame deplore,

Then burft ~er bonds, and took her from the fhare.

lie fpurs i tlle cOllrfer fpurf1~ the fand, .~nd flies

Aloft in ~ir, and travels thrQugh the ikies. 790

While Cl(l the faddle fits the gallant knight,

Behind, the crupper bears the virgin bright•.
Thull brfLve Rogero fnatch'd the maid away

Tp ,rob the mQnfter of fo fair a prey;

A.nd, a~ he ~flew along, full oft he prefs'd 795 .

With kifi'es fweet, her eyes and fnowy breaft.

N 0 mor~ his purpos·d voyage fills his mind,

He feeks no more the Spanifh coaft to find;

B¥t ~o the n~ighbouring land his courfer guides,

Where lefi'er Britain breaks the briny tides; . 800

Where branching oaks a peaceful covert fcreen~

And Philome~awarbles through the fcene.

Along the meadow pours a purling rill,

On either hand appears a lonely hill.

Th' enamour'd war-rial' here reprefs'd his fpeed, 80$

And foft defcended on the verdant mead;

Hi, griffin'~ wings he now ref\:rain'd from flight,

Thofe wings that neyer more muft bear the knight t
A!ig~ting Jrom 4isfl:eed, he burns to prove

~ gentler yoyage on the coaft of love. ·8 IO

And
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And now the glowing youth with eager hafte

lmpat~ep.t from his limbs· the free! unbrac'd;

JJy turns thi~ plate, confus'd, then thl!ot he try'd,

And while he loofen'd one? anothe.r ty'd,

But fi.\lce my lines beyond the bounq extend, 8.S
And may) perchance, my lord, your earlt offend,

No longer will I now Ply tale purfue,

j3ut at·~ fitter time the verfe renew,

';JlJi» or THf; TENTH 8001':.

\
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THE AR"GUMENT.

ANGELICA, by the help of her ring, leaves Rogero, who Iofe$
his flying horfe, and afterwards, being deceived by the ap­
pearance of Bradamant engaged in combat with a giant, is
decoyed to the enchanted caftle of Atlantes. Orlando in pur­
fuit ofAngelica, arrives at the illand ofEbuda, where he finds
Ol,mpia expofed to be devo11feq }iy the fea-monfter: he kills
the monfter, and delivers her. Oherto, king of Ireland, ar­
riving at the fame time, falls in love with Olympia, and

marries hc;.r. Oflando departs to continue the ~ch of
Ang~lica. .

,J
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I N mid career the rider oft reftrains

The fiery courfer's fpeed with gentle reins;

But feldom reafon's curb will hold confin'd

Th' unruly paffions of an amorous mind.

So when a bear, that finds with honey ftor'd 5

A welcome vafe, can tafte the lufcious hoard,

Or from afar the odorous fcentrecei\1e,

His feet refufe th' enticing bait to leave.

No fage reflection can fuffice to make

Rogero now th' alluring blifs forfake, I.
The bEfs, with fair Angelica to prove,

In friendly fuades, the gifts of lawlefs love.

No longer Bradamant his thoughts pofl'efs'd,

Once the [ole objeCt reigning in his breaft j
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Thofe charms that might Xenocrates infpire, 15
Inflam'd the gentle youth with fierce deIire :

His buckler and his lance'afide he threw,"" ,

And from his limbs the mail imp~tient drew;

When, cafting down by ekance her balhful eyes,

The maid the ring upon her finger fpies ; 20

The ring, which at Albracca from the dame

lJrunello ftoIe; with which to France fhe 'came;

When

Ver. IS- - Xm,crotes i'!fPire.] Xenocratles, a dlfciple of,
and fucceifor to Plato, celebrated for his probity, wifdmn, aM
chafl:ity. He refufed the prefents of Alexander the Great.

It was a faying of bi8, that we often repented of {peaking
too much, but nGver of having held our peace. He wu
fo eminent for continency, that having been one day left
alone with Phryne, a beautiful courtezan, who made ute of
every enticement to fed.uce him, {he afterwards declared thIat
{he had not been with a man, but a fratue. Others relate
that he underwent the fame trial with Lais, another famous
l:ourtezan.

Ver. 21. TbI ,i1fg, which tit SroiX(l fr'Hzth, JmtrI
Brumllo flail i - ] Boyardo relates that Bnmello

climbed fecretly up a freep and almofr inacceffible rock, to the
walls of Albracca, and making his way where Angelica frood,

amidft her people, to view the battle from the rampa~ took

the ring. from off her finger, unperceived by her, and, """'"
turning by the way he came, efcaped with his prize, though.
the princefs had now taken -the alann, anll COl'funanded him to
be purfued. ORL'. INN. B.lI. C. v.

The
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When fir!\: the Chrill:ia:a -C.ettrt her ~er - gM'n\!,

And wim·his gMden 131'lte" f'l1c1h· fM.ye -obtftfft~'<! ;-

Which ne!J[t the .P-aladift AfielphO held :" .1S

This ring tM charms of Malegigi oqueU'<h'

• A'R:GI'-I.IA.

The :lQ.citms :appar to" haw: had gmat &ida in the art cE
making ripgs, under the infl,J.U:nCe of ,particularpIa.nets etr £t:an.
accompanied with certain myfterious ceremonie~ that fhould
communicate qualities and virtues to the wearer, preferve him
from .1icknefs, poifon, Dr enemies, and guard him £rpm every at­
tack of demons. or evil Ipirits. Philofrratus relates, that Larca,
a prince of India, gave ApoTIonius feven rings, withthe names
and virtues of the feven planets, of which he every day wore
one by turns, apd maintained his youth a hundred and thirty
years. ArHlotIe lilrewife fpeaks of :the "ring of Battus, which

infpired the wearer with grititttde andho1tour. "In another 'We

read of a certain philofopber, named Eiidamus, wbG made rings
that were prefervaflves agai.Rft the 1Mm of fe.-pents and the fpells
of forcery or WitclK:ra4t. We read the\: Gyges, king of Ly­
dia, had a ring of woooetfut virtue, diM 'I1pon turning the
floae iawardl,.. towards the palm of his hand, he immediately
became invilible, aRd that by tile help of this ring be feduced
&be queen, Sew the king CaadauJe9, and gained poffeffion of
die .kingdom of Lydia.. Other wrimn reJan" d1at Candau1e~

through an extrav~ant vanity ror the mcommon beauty of
his wife," concealed" Gyges in her cllamber, that he might
behdd bel: Raked: "tb.e queen <;oming to the knowledge "Of
this, compelled Gygei to enter mto a confpiracy again1l Can..
dawes, wilOIll he Jlew, an~ afterwwdi" fucceeded to his crown
and Md.

U Some

I
\
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By tbis Orlando~ with a knightly.ft.-in;; r

One. motn 1be freed from Dragontina's chain J

With this unfeen fhe left the caftle~Vihefe. ;

An old e:nchanter kept th' imprifoo'd fair..; 30

But wherefore fhould I thefe adventures tell~

Adventures which yourfelves'.muft know fo weIll

From her Brlinello:ftole thc.wondrous.rirtg; .

U rg'd by command of Agramant the king;

Since:

ce Some of the old romance and legendary writers fpeak of a

ring that gave to its wearer the knowledge of the language of
birds, thus mentioned by Chaucer,

. Canace

That own'd the virtuous ring of glafs.

And. fuller by the old poet Lydgate :, .

And evennore depeinten might fee
How, with her ring, goodly Canace
Of every fowle the leden and. the fong
Could Wlderftand as the hem walk'd among."

WARTON'S Obfer-va~nson Spenfel'.

Ver. 2.8.- frum Dragfl7ltina's chain;-
An Did mchtmter-] Orlando goirig to the af~

fiftance of Angelica, whom he' underftood. to be -befieged . in

Albracca by Agrican king of Tartary, whofe. fuit the' had
reje&:d,- arrives at a bridge where he drinks of the water of
obliviOn, offered by a damfeI, and is decoyed into. the garden
of Dragontina, a powerful ~chantrefs, where many other
knigh~ are detained prifoners by the force of her fpells.
Angelica leaves Sa~ripant, with two other kings, to deferul

Albracca,
I

I

I

j
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Since when,' by adverfe fortune e-vcr croft, 35

The haplefs maid at .length her kingdom loft.

When now fhe view'd, and view'd with ravifh'd eyes,

The ring long loft, o'erwhelm'd with glad furprize.

She fears fome empty dream her fenCe deceives,

And fcarce, by fight or touch, the truth believes j 40

~hen from, her hand fhe took with eager hafte, ,

And 'twix~ her lips the {hining circlet plac'd,

And inftant vani{h'd from Rogero's fight,

Like Phrebus, when a cloud obfcures his light.

The youth, abandon'd thus, with looks amaz'd 45

Around the mead awhile in filence gaz'd»

But when remembrance to his thoughts return'd. (

The magic ring, too late his lofs he mourn'd,

Too late the chance bewail'd-Ungrateful maid!

Are thus (he cry'd) my fervices repaid? ' 5~

Say, would'ft thou rather of my ring bereave

This hand by theft, than as my gift receive?

Albracca, and privately fets out to procure further aIJi1b.nce. In
her way file is enticed by an old man ,into a came,- fro~ which
Sheef~s by means of her ring, which is afterwards ftolen from
her by Brunello. She arrives at the garden of Dragontina,
where lhe finds Orlando, Brandimart, Gryphon,' ,AquiIant, and
.manyother knights, all whom. {he delivers from the power of the
enchantrefs, and engages them to go withh~, and endeavour.tQ
raife thefiege of Albracca. ORLANDO INNAM. B. I. C. vi•
.ix. xi. xiv.

VOL. It E Not
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Not that alone-but take my horfe and fhield­

To thee whate'er is mine I freely yield;

Yet from my fight no more thofe cha~s remove: 5,
Thou hear'ft, alas! but anfwer'ft not my lave!

So faying, by the fountain's fide in hafte

,He fearch'd around, and oft in hope embrac'd

Her beauteous form, but when his arms w<luld find

The fleeting fair" he, clafp'd th' impaffive wind. 60

Meantime Angelica at diftance pafs'd"

·Tilho a fpacious cave {he came at laft,

'Beneath a mountain hollow'd in the ground,

Where all provifions for her need fhe found.

In this his life an aged herdfman led" 65
Who numerous mares beneath the mountain fed:

Along the vales, in paftures green, they play'd"

·By cryftal ftreams that through the herbage ftray'd :

Around the cave w'ere ftalls, to which they run

T' avoid the fervour of the mid-day fun. 10

Her dwelling here, unfeen, the virgin chofe,

· Till day declin'd, and fhadowy night arQfe;

Then, cheer'd with reft and food, no longer fray'd,

But her fair limbs in humble weeds array'd;

Weeds far unmeet for her, who once could boaft 7S
. The rieheft garments wrought with Ikilful coft ;

Yet,
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Yet through· her low1¥: veftments beauty ibin'dl

And grace that fpoke her of no vulgar kind.

Let ancient bards 80 longer tune the vc;rfe,

! Nerera's charms or Phyllis to rehearfe; 80

The fweets of Amaryllis to recite,

Or Galatea, lovely in her flight j

Let Maro's fhepherds ceafe their boafting ftrains,

Since India's queen without a rival reigns..

Around:the vales the darilfel caft a look, 85

And from the grazing mares the faireft took j

For now a f\:ldden thought infpir'd her brea!1".. ­

Alone to travel tow'rds her native eaft.

Awhile Rogero {tay'd, in hope to view

The royal fair, that from his fight withdrew" 90·
Again return j but, ah! in vain he ftay'd,

Nor reach'd his fond complaints the abfcnt·maid.

Once more he putpos'd thence to fte~ his courfe,

And turn'd to where 11e left his winged horfe J

When there h~ found, fo ill his fortune fped, 95

The reins were broken, and the courfer fled j

Ver~ 96. rh, reins wert brolem, and the courfir jUtI jJ The
poet does not feem here whol~y inattentive to his moral, ftnce;
in confequence of Rogero's yielding to the temptation before
him, forgetting his faith to Bradamant, and indu.Jging hill
purfuit of unlawful pleafure, he lofc!J his ring, and Bying
horfe.
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Lofs.heap'd·on lors ! forlorn ariel wretched left,

At once of miftrefs and offtc:ed bereftti

But moft. to lofe his wondrouS. ring he griev'd,

The wondroQSring from Bradamant receiv'd, I~

Which lefs he valued for its fecret power,

Than for her fake whofe hand the token wor....

With heavy heart he brac'd his armour on;
,

His radiant targe behind his fhQulder thrown ;

tIe leaves'dlC~ fea, and through the verdant meadS'}
All penfive; to a fpacious vale proceeds; 106

Then .takes a path that 'midft the foreft leads.

Not far he pafs'd, ere, echoing from the right, .

Where thickeft trees perplex'd the doubtful fJ.ght~

A~dreadful c1afh of arms he hears; he flies, 110

And through the gloom two combatants efpies

With fury clos'd : a giant one is [een, .

Aknigltt·the other, and of fearIef, mien.

This feems te da~e the fight with fword and fuield,

And with undaunted fkill maintain t~e field, 1 IS
While oft he fuuns the club's impending ftroke,

Which, grafp'd with either hand, the giant {hook•

.Bende him lies his horfe d.epriv'd of life 5

Rogero ftands fpecrator of the ftrife :

The knight he fava"urs,; but his noble mind 12p
~ .. -

Awaits to fee how Fortune's lot inclin'd,

In
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In filent gaze: at length adreadful blow

The monfter aims to crulh th' unwary foe":

The club his helmet ftrikes; on earth he lies j"

To end his life the cruel giant flies, 125.

His helm unclofes~ and reveals to fight

Wh"at to R.oge~o, in the proftrate knig~t,

Appears the rofeate bloom, the golden hair,

And well-known features of the.martial fair,

His Bradamant belov'd, that feems to lie 130

A viCtim by the giant doom'd to die.

At once the champion darts around his eyes,

And to the fight the towering foe defies:

But he, who feeks not to renew the fray,

Takes from the grou~d his fenfdefs conquer'd prey, ,

And in his ar~s the prize refiftlefs bear~: 136

So with a wolf the lamb unpity'd fares;

So the fierce eagle, while he foars above,

In his ftrong talons gripes the helplefs dov~.

T' affift the "virgin, at her feeming need, 140

Rogero follows with impatient fpeed;

But with fueh fwiftnefs the ftern giant flew,

Rogero fcaree retains him in his view.

While thus (purfuing one, one held in cha~e)

Thro' winding ways the favage gloom they trace, J 4J
E 3 Wide
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Wide and' more wide the lengthening path e)S:ten,as2

Till in a fpacious plain their labour ends~

But here we pa'\lfe-the £tory haftes tQ tell

What chance to great Orland.o nex~ befd,

'Who to the fea!l Cymofco's peLt confign'd, J s.~

No more to be reftor'd, and curfe mankin<;l j

Yet little this avail'd-th' infernal foe,

Who fram'd this engi~e in the 1hades below~

To imitate the forky bolt, that rends

The fab,le c1ol,Jds, and from the !ky defcends ; 1 ~ ~

With this no lefs could human race deceive,

Than with the fru~t of old th' unhappy Eve :,

He, in our grandQre~' time~ to fecond birth

Th' invention drew, to plague the fons of earth ~

This many a re~ engulph'd in feas was laid" 169,

Till, tllUgh~ by him, a forc'rer thenc'e convey'd

The pen: abhorr'd j which firft the Germans tr(d~

And, by the demon's aiq, to arms apply'd:.

Thence

Ver. I.4.8. But here w.e pattJe~] Mention is again made: ¢

Rogero in the xiith book, ver. II+, where the enchanted palace
is fully defcribed.

Ver. 159. rh" inventi611 drew, -] The inyention of gun­
pewder is afcri~d to. a chymift, who, as·f9me fay, was a monk

of
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Thence Italy and Franc;.e, a~d every p~n

Where w~r extenc\s, has learnt th' inhuman art. 165

For forne the hollow wombs of brafs ~hey malce~

Wroughtin the fire; for others iron take;

Capacious fome, and fome of letrer frame ll

That frolll their var~ous authors hQld their name.

O! wretchetl foldi,er! ~ow your armour bright 170

Forfake, and only gird YO\l~ fword in fight:

But

of Germany: this man, making experiments with a mixture of
nitre, f~phur, charcoal, and other inflammatory matter, in which
fte chanced to 'drop a fpark of fire, difcovered fuch effeCts, as
were foon afterwards applied to new engines of deftruaion, called
lire-arms, which ~re firft made ufe of in the war betwl:,ep th.e
Venetian,s and Gen.oere, aDAO 1380. l.J... """,,"\~ du.'RIA.J- lMl.L

Ver. 170' O! wretchtdJoItJj~r!~] This ~poftrophe of the ~u.';" _
Ft, and likewite the fpeech of Orlando in the ixth book, on the R.?
fame occafion, are in the true fpirit of chivalry, and may remind tNt ,JA)\, .

the reader of part of Don ~ixote's oration on arms and letters,
-where fpeaking of the invention of guns, he inveighs, aIriloft in
the words of our author, againft the ufe offuch weapons.

" A bleffing on t!)o!e happy ages that were ftrangers to the
dreadful fury of thefe devilifh inftmments of artillery, whoft inwn­
tor, I 'fItri/y htlit'Vt, i. now in hcl4 receiving the reward if hi. dia­

holical invention j by means of which it is in tb:e power of a
cowardly and bafe hand to take away the life of t~ braveft
knight, and to.which is owing, that -without knowing how or
from whence, in the mid£l: of that refolution and braver r yorhich

inflames and animates gallant fpirits, comes a chance b~ !bot
, - ~ E4 ~



ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xi.,

But this dread weapon on your fhoulders bear"

Or never hope the viCtor's wreaths to fhare.

How could'ft thou, curft invention! ever find

Reception in the brave, the generous mind ~ 175

By thee the glorious war is turn'd to 1hame,

~1 thee the trade of arms has loft its fame!

By thee, no more fhall gallantry or might

Avail die warrior in the field of fight.

By thee fo many lords and knights are Oain.. 180

By thee fuch numbers yet muft prefs the plain..

Before the war 1hall ceafe, whofe rage has torn

The world, but caus'd Italia moft to mourn.

Accurft be he, who firfl: this mifchief bred!

Heaven, [ure, on him its deepeft wrath has fhed, •

And doam'd his wretched foul to endlefs woe, 186

N ear impious Judas in .the realms below!

C)ff by one, who perhaps fled and was frighted at the very flafh
of the pan, and in an infbnt puts an end to the life of him who
deferved to have lived for rruply ages: and therefore when I
confider this, I could almofr fay I repent Qf having undertalcert
this profemon of knight-errantry, in fo deteftable an age as this
in which we live; for though no danger can daunt me, frill it

gi...es me rome concern to think, that powde.r and lead may
chance tQ depriv" me of the opportunity of becoming famous
and renowned, by the valour of my arm and the edge of my
fword, over the flee of the whole earth."

]J\RVIS' DOH ~l~OTf;,Vol. I" B. iv. C. xi.
But



~. XI. ORLANDO :,FURIOS·O. f1

But l~t us to the knight, ""00 keks the 1hore,

Each dreadful day befinear'd with female gore.

Againft Orlando now the wind prevails ; I~

Now on the poop :it blows in gentle gales;

And now by turns a fuddencalm fucceeds;'

That little on her courfe the velkl fpeeds.

For Heaven's high will forbade the crew to land

Before th' Hibernia!) king had reach'd the {hand,

To forward that event, which fll1ce befd, I"
And which, in order due, the mufe {hall tell.

Now near the coaft the prow the billows broke,

When thus Orlando to his pilot fpoke:

Hafte! launch the boat, and here the 1bip detain,

'While to yon rock I haften through the main: 2.01

The largeft cable to my hand conlign j

'The largeft anchor to the cable join;

And mark my purpofe, when in dangerous fight,

I dare whh yonder monfter prove my might. ' 2.0S

This [aid; with anchor and with cable {low'd,

The boat they launch'd amid the dafhing flood:

Then all his arms, except his fword, he leaves,

,And tow'rds the rock, alone, the billows cleaves:

C,lofe to his breall he' draws "the 1lurdy oars, 210

J\Jid turns his back upon the ddHn'd ~ores.

Aurora
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Aurora now had rais'd her radiant head)

And to the fun her golden trefi"es fptead j

Half feen above the waves, and half conceal'd,

To old Tithonu~' jealous eyes reveal'd i ~I$

When to the ~arren rock appro~ch'd fo nigh)

As from t.he vigorous hand a ftone might fly i

He heard, and yet he fcarcely feem~d to hear,

A tender, plaintive voice affault his ear :

~udden he view'd againft the rock,'s: neep fide ~,.o

A lovely qame in cruel fetters ty'd.

~a~ed fhe ftands above the briny wave~

While her fair feet intrud~ng ~aters lave..

ii~ feel!~ bu~ vainly ftrives from far to tface

'rhe d9wncaft features of her bafuful face; 225

Then plies for nearer view his eager oar-

When, hark! the feas~ the wqods~ the ~averns

rQar!

The billows fwell j and, ftom the depths below~

In open view appears his monftrous fo~.

As from the humid v~e black clouds afcend, 230

Wh~n gathering ftorms their pregnant wombs dif-

~end ~

~Q through the liquid brine the monfter prers'd

With furiQu~ c<?urfe; beneath his hidcQu$. breaft

,. '. Vex'd
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Vex'd ocean groaps~Orlando, void of (ear,

Nor chang~<l his colour, nar his wonted cheer : 2.3$',

Firm in himfelf, to g\lat~ the weeping rpaid.,

'And her. clire foe with powerful arm invade"

Between the land and orc ~is c;ourfe he ply'd,

But kept undrawn the (a1chiQ~ at his fide,

~oon as th~ monfter, that to fhore pq~fu'4 24~

His deathful way, the boat and champion yiew'd~

He op'd hi~ gre~qy duoat that might enhum~

A h~rte and horfeman in ~ts living tomb!

N ear and more near Orlando dauntlefs rows, J'

Then in his mouth the ponderous anchqr throws,

Whofe width forbids the horrid jaws to clofe. 246:

So minfrs, whi~e they urge their darkling toil.,

With heedful prop fupport the crum~ling fQit,

Ver~ 233. __ 1Jmtoth his hideous Jmaj1
J7ex'd octon groons-] Thus Ovid,.

-,-Un.4,
Infonuit.: venien,fque immenfo bellua ponto
Eminet, et latum fub peC\:ore pofidet ~quor.

Metam. Lib. IV. v.687'

Co.p.cerning this battle between Orlando and the~ ~ough

fome part muG: be acknowledged to Ix: highly extra-vagant9 ~
bordering upon the ludicrous, 'particularly"the manner'in which
the knight gives him his death's wounds, yet, in general, the de­
fcription is W1d~qbte~ly work~ up ~ith g~ ftrength of imagi­
~tion.

His
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His teeth.'fecu·r'd) Orlando with a bound

Leap'd in the yAwning gulph; and whirling round

His trenchant blade, the dark retreat explor'd, 251 .

And with repeated wounds the monfter gor'd.

What city longer can defence maintain,

Whore foes within the walls an entrance gail\ ?

Mad wit~ the pain, he rife!) o',r the tides, 2.55
And lhews his jointed back and fcaly fides; ,

Then downward plunging in the bottom laves,

And throws the troubled rands above the waves.

The Paladin, who felt the ru1hing fueams,

Forfook the ore, and oar'd with nervous limbs ~6o

The billowy brine, while in his hand he bore

The anchor's cable till he reach'd the 1hore:

There firmly fix'd, upon the rock he ftood, .

And ftrain'd each nerve, while fl:rvggling through the

. flood

The monfter follow'd, by that arm compell'd 265

Whofe ftrength the ftrength of mortal man exce~l'd.

As when a bull.at: unawares has found

With ftraiten·'d cords his horns encompafs'd round,,
:Furious he leaps, he bounds from fide to fide,

.The haulfers all his fruitlefs pains deride: 27Q

SO far"d the ore, while from his mouth he fhed

Ii. tide, that dyes the ocean frill with. red;.. .
La{h'd
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LaIh'd by his tail with many a founding blow,

The parting fea reveals th' abyfs below:

Now da1h'd aloft the- briny waves are thrQwn~ 'J.75

Pollute the day? and blot the golden fun. ,

The neighbouring forefts, and the mountai~s hoar~

The winding rocks rebellow to the roar.

Rous'd at t~ tumult, from his pearly bed, ,.'

Old PrQtells o'er the waters rais'd his head: ;~80

Soon, as his ey~ beheld fo H:range a fight J
JJetween the mopfter and the Chriftianknight, .

He left his flock and urg'd his_ fearful flight. .

Ev'n Neptqnc'(m his car (fuch terror fpr~ad) , '

With dolphins rein'd to lEthiopia fled. ~8.s.

Ina, whore breaft her Melicerta: bears;

,The fea-green fifters, with difheveU'd hairs ;

Glaucus·and,Tr:iton; all the watery t'l'aio,

In ~iverfe parts, fly fcatter'd o'er the ,main.

Anglantes~ warrior now, the cOllflia o'er, 290'

Had drawn th~dreadful monfter to the fhor~i

Which fcarc~he,rea.ch'd, when fpent with toil, a~ur

_ J fpread

Along the fan~, his 1ha~elers bulk lay dead.

Soan [warming o'er the coaft the inand crew ~40

Came' haftening down the wondrou,s fight tQ view ~_'

4.. ~d
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And loudly cry'd, that mighty Ptoteus' rage

Would once again his ravage herds engage

To wafte the land, tmlefs with humble prayer

They mov'd the God, themfelves and race to [pare;

And, as a-n offering for his monfter flain, 300

They whelm'd th' offending champion in the main.

A!; fpreads from torch to torch th' it1cre~fing Bght~

Till all :the regIon w~th the blaze is bright:

So through the inaddi~g vulgar fwifdy tart

The fierce contagion, caught from man' to man. 30S

One takes a ning, a bow another takes;

'This draws a fword, artd that a javelin flukes.

They fh~ut, they run, they cumber all the ftrand j ,

And clofe him far and near on every hand.

The generous Paladin furpris'd beheld 31'0
M

Th' ungrateful throng with hoftile th~ughts Im-

pelrd:
- .
Inftead of meeting fame and high'regard~

He fees them thus his valiant deeds reward.

But as a bear, {or ·public paftime bred,

In Ruffia or in Lithuania led, 3 I S
Contemns the yelping cur; with like difdain

'Orlando near beholds the daftard train,

Againft him leagu'd, with ftupid anger wield

Their idle weapons to difpute ~he field.

9



lJ. XI-. ORLANDO' FU RIOSO. .~)

Saon Durindana from the fheath he drew, 3~

And 'midft his foes with noble fury flew,

Who hop'd with eafe t' opprefs a fingle: kntght,

Ner fenc'd with1h.ield, norcas'd in armour bright.

They little deem'd his {kin from head to heel,

Like adamant, could no impreffion feel: 3'JS

Rut while himfelf fecure unwounded ftood,

He dy'd his weapon in th' affailants' blood.

At ten fierce {hokes, beneath his conquering hand

Mull thirty fell, and foan he clear'd the ftrand.

While thus th' unequal ftrife the knight maintain'd,

Hibef'niats troops the fatal io.and gain'd, 331

And difernbark'd where none t' oppofe they view'd.

A dreadful naughter through the land enfu'd:

Juftice their plea to veil the foldier'~ rage,

All pity loft, they fp'!-r'd nor fex OQr age! . - .33.5
,The wretched natives here were feell but few,. - .

And thefe no~ difcipline nor order knew:

Their goods were pillag'd b,y the IriIh train,

The houfes fet on fire, the people nain:

The walls were raz'd, and fcar.ce rernain'd behi~'J+~

A rna1\. alive of this devoted kind.

Orlanda haftens now the dame to fk9,

Prepar'd for death befide the roaring fea :

Near
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Near and more near he draws, and thinks he fpies

Features bUI: late familiar to his eyes ; 345

1.0 f. imag'd to his thought Olympia's face,

She.· moll unhiappy of the female rate'

By man betray'd.:..... Olympia born .to prove

"The woes and changes of ungrateful love.

-Twas her, whom Fortune gave the pirate band 350

Their I~Vely viCtim on Ebuda's {hand.

Fun welf the damfel knew th' approaching knight)

'But from his look file turn'd her 'ba.olfullight; \.

Conf~s'd anti mute fue hung h:F drooping heat!

While burning blufues Q1l her cheeks were fpread .

• Th~wa1Tior'then-enquir'd what envlous power 35'

Had :Jed her ftep to that inhuman fuore,

From where he left her crown'd with joy and .peace,

~aking with her confort every blifs ?

Alas! I know not (the began to fay) 36()

if for my Hfe I grateful thanks fhould pay,

Or- rather mourn the day' again fiuft clofe,

And not behold a period to my woes :

(Mr:g~teful thanks for there poor Embs lowe,

Sav'd from the jaws of my unnatural foe: I 365

But little rrejoice that ftiH I live,

~inCe-death alone to me can comfort give:

Then
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Then let thy hand, i!1 pity to my grief,

With welcome death afford the fole relief.

She faid; and fobbing deep her farrows fpoke, 370
\

How her falfe lord hi~ faith and honour broke,

To leave her fieeping on the defert {hore,

Whence to the fhip their prey the pirates bore.

While this fhe told, £he turn'd, and blufhing fhow'd

A form like Dian, piaur'd in the flOod , 37 S
With naked beauties, when incens'd fhe t~

On ralli Actreon's brows the fprinkling dew.

Orlanclo pacing on the fhelly ftrand,

Awaits his fhip to anchor near the lando;

That thence with veftures he may clothe the dame:

While this his thought employ'd, Oberto came, 381,
Hibernia's king, who heard the monfter fiain

There lay extended by the dafhing main;

That, fwimming .theo' the feas, a knight unknown

Had in his jaws a pOAderous anchor thrown, 385

And drawn him to the beach, as barks, fecur'd

With twifted cables, on the ground are moC?r'd.

Now tow'rds the fhore, to l~arn the truth, in hafte

Oberto c~e j me;lnwhile the land to ~fte,

Ver. 38I. - Oberlo came;] Oberto, king of Ireland, men­
tioned in the ninth book to have colleCted a force to iftvade the

Uland of Ebuda.
VOL. II. F His
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His foldiers, unreftrain'd, their-rage employ'd, 390'

And towns and men with fire and (word deftroy'd.

Soon as th' Hibernian king'Orlando view'd,

~ Tho', drench'd with wa~er and deform'd with blood,

(With blood which from the monfter's throat he'

drew)

By every look the Paladin he knew. 395

When firft the deed he heard, his noble mind

The ,glorious author from the deed divin'd.

Him well he knew, with him in GaIlia bred,

At Charles' high court his infant years were led,

Which late he left to feek his native land, 400

(His father dead) the fceptre to command.

Oft had he feen the knight, and eft before

With him in converfe paft the focial hour.

His helmet rais'd, he ran with eager pace

To hold Orlan~o in a warm embrace; 405

Nor lefs Orlandofelt, the king to view,
"And round his neck his friendly arms he threw.

Orlando to Oberto then difplay'd

The cruel fufferings of the fair betray'd;

From falfe'Bireno doorri'd her wrongs tomoum, 410

From whom fhe leaftdeferv'd fuch bafe return~

What proofs Bireno of her love could boaft ;

For him her kindred nain, her country loft.

For
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The king, already by her quarrel £ir'd, 510

In zeal exceeded what'the ea,rl requir'd:

A league with England and with Scotland made,

He rais'd a-force the traitor to invade;

Drove him, an outcaft, from the Belgic fhore,

And next in Friza ruin'd all his power; 51 S
He rous'd his native Zealand to rebel,

Nor <;eas'd, till in the war Bireno fell :

He fell; yet fcarce his wretched life could prove .

A. forfeit equal to his breach of love.

Olympia foon Oberto's bride is feen, 520

A countefs late:, and now a powerful queen•

. :Q.ut let us to Orlando turn the ftrain ;

Who, faiJing ni~ht and day, divides the main~

Till in the port a~ain his veffel rites,

The port from which he firft had plough'd the tides:

He leaps on fuore, and Brigliadoro takes; 526

All arm'd he mounts, and wind and fea forfakes•

.Ere winter's months in due fucceffion roll'd,

Full many an action worthy to be told

The knight atchiev'd; but blame not here the bard,

If worth conceaI'd fuould pars without regard: 531

Ver. 521. -a powerful queen.] The poet {peaks no more of
,O\tecto and Olympia in the courfe of thinvork.

F, 4 Far
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Far readier was the Paladin to court

From deeds true glory, than thofc deeds repOrt J

And never yet, without fome witnefs near,

His great exploits had reach'd th.t general ear. 5JS
But when the fun with circling courfe attain'd

The prudent beaft, that Phryxus once fuftain'd

Through narrow feal, aDd to our joyous fpherc

His beam,S diffus'd renew1d the laughing year;

'When ~ntle Zephyrus with genial wing 540

Return'd to lead again the bloffom'd (pring;

Then, with the rifingflowers, and budding green,
Orlando's matchlefs fame again was (een. '

On hill, on plain, on champaign, field, and !hore,

A tedious traa of land he journies o'er: 54S

"Vhen' entering now a foreft's gloomy 1hade,

Diftrefsful cries his ftartled ears invade:

Ver. 537.-thot Phryxus once f'¢oin'd] The fable re­
lates that P~ryxqs, and Helle his fifter; flying to efcape the
perfecutions of their dep-dame, by~ advice of Juno mouRt­
~d ~P<>1'l a ram,' the fleec~ of which was gold, ud attempted

, '

to crofs a narrow'arm pf the fea: Helle fell into the water~

whicq was ~t~4s c~~ed the Hellefpont; bl1t Phryxus
~rxived fafe at the co~rt of lEel;eS' king Qf ~e Colchians~ and
there, in gratitude for hilt fafety, facrific~ the ram, which

. w~ placed among the figns of the zodiac. ' The golden fleece

r~mained in poff'effio.\l of lEl;tes, and was aft~r~ds won br
Jafon. '
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He grafps his fword, he !purs his fiery freed,

And to the found impels his eager fpeed.

But till fome future time I here fufpend 550

The caufe to tell, if you the tale attend•

• •
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THE A R GUM E N T.

ORLANDO, deceived by the iikCnefs of Angelica, is drawn to the
enchanted caroe of Atlantes. Angelica arrives at the fame
place, .where file finds Orlando, Sacripant,.Ferrau, Gradaffo,
and nr.iJ1y 6t1ter knights. B'y tlre virtutn>fher ting {he delivers
Orlando, Sacripant, and Ferrau from the power of the magician.
BattIe between Orlando and Ferrau. Angelica leaves the com­
batants, and Sacrip,ant de~ _in fearch of her. The battle
beingftopped between Orlando and Ferrau, they feparate. Or­
lando meets two bands of Pagans, which he defeats: he then

.~onti!1ue~ his. P~4if of Angelica, and~ds a. ,damfel,detained
Dill t (4Wtl ~ c1Utla1VS,.' '. ' ...... ' ,



THE
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OF

ORLANDO FURIOSQ.

W HEN Ceres from maternal Ida- flew,

And fwiftly. to th'. accuftQp:1'd "'",,Ie 'witll.
drew,

Where thunder-ftruck· Enceladus remains,

Who burn,ing lEtna on his limbs fuft:ains,

And there no-more her Proferpine \:>eh~ld" . $'

Sequefter'd late in Enna's flowery fieldi'

With grief fhe rav'd, and, frantic with defpair,

Her bofom beat, and tore her golden hair: .

Two pines {he lighted then at Vulcan'sfirc,1

And bade the kindled torches ne'er expire : I.~ '

Thefe, feated in her car, the goddefs took,... - ,';.

(Two fcaly qragons harne~'d to her Y9ke) ..
Th.
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Then fearch'd the fields, the mountains, plains, ancl

woods,

The vales, the ftreams, the torrents, and the floods;

'till having circled earth and ocean round, 1S
She funk beneath, and reach'd the Stygian found~

If good Orlando power in ~ove could claim

B~f.equa1 to th~ Eleufinian. dame,

No region would efcape his piercing fight,

Nor lands, nor feas, nor fuades ofendlefs night: 20-
, .

But fince forbid to guide thro' viewlefs air J
His flying fnakes, with unremitting care,

As far as man could feek, he fought the fair.

France has h~ fearch'd j and next, with ceafelefs toil,

Would range the German and Italian foil; 2)

The new and old Caftile he means t' explore,

Then crofs the Spanifu main to Lybia's, fuore.

Such thoughts revolving in his anxious breaft,

He feem'd to hear the cnes of one diftrefs'd:

He fpurr'd his fteed, and foon before him fpy'd 30

A knight upon a ftrong-limb'd couifer ride;

Vcr. 18. - the EleuJiman dame,] The ancient poets often ga.vc
titles to their deities, derived from the feveral places where they
were worlhipped. Ceres is 'here called the Eleufinian dame,
becatjfe in EleuflS, a city of the Athenians, her name was held in
areat veneration.
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Who bore by force ,acrofshis faddle-bow

A female· form, with every mark of woe: .

She ftruggled in: his arms, fhe wept, fhe pray'dj

And call;d Anglante's' valiant prince to aid., 3S
Now on the dame Orlando' bent his view, .

And well the features of her face he knew:

At lea,ft it feem'd Angelica the fair,

Whom long' he fought with unavailing care.

When he, in femblance of a maid diftrefs'd, 40

:Beheld'her i'mage that' his foul pOffefs'd .

'thus borne away,-fire flafhing from his eyes,

He call'd the knight with loud and threat~nin~ cries;.

He calPd aloud, and thundering on his fteed,

Let loofe the' reins to Brigliadoro~s fpeed. 45'

The felon nought replfd, nor deign'd to ftay,

But all intent upon his' lovely prey,

Through the thick foreft held fo fwift' a pace,'

The wind had lagg'd behind him in the race.

Thus flying, one purfuing, one purfu'd, . . So

While fhrill complainings echo'd thro' the wood,

They reach'd a mead, where in the midft appear'd

~ ftately pile, with various marble rear'd.

~ere pafs'd theftranger through the golden d~r,

Who in his arms the feeming virgin bore, 55

( • And
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And foon the entrance Br~liadoro gain'd,

That fierce Orlando on his back fuftain'd:

Orlando, entering, caft his eyes around,

And neither knight nor damfel more.was found.

With fury fir'd) alighting from his fteed) 6.
He rufhes thro' the dom~ with reftlefs fpeed j

Now here) now there, hisftep impatient bends.

Till, all below exp!or'd) the earl afcends

The 'Yinding frairs, and faun., with equal pain,

Each gallery) hall, and chamber views in vain. 65

Of fil~ a.nd gold he fees each coftly bed, J
Rich figur'd hangings o'er the walls are fpread)

And, for the floor) the feet on tap'ftry tread.

Above, below, unweary'd feeks the knight)

Yet finds not what alone can glad his fight j 70

Nor fees Angelica, nor him efpies

Who fnatch'd" her beauties from his longing eyes.

While thus intent he rov'd the palace round,

Ferrau and king Gradaffo here he found:

Ver. 74-- FIT'rau - ] We have not heard of this knight
fmce Book i. ver. ""3, where he fees the ghoft of ArgaIia.

Ibid. - king Gradoffi-] Grada1I'o was laft mentioned as
one of the prifoners in Atlantes' caftle, delivered by Bradamant,
lIqok iv. vert 2~3-

5 King
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King Sacripant and Brandimart heview'd, 75
With various warriors, who like him' purfu'd

A fruitlefs fearch~ and of'the wrongs complain'd
"They from the mafter of the dome fuftain'd J

Who frill, himfelf unfeen, their fight abus'd,

Whom each of fome difcourteous theft accus'd.:· 80

One for hi~ courferftol'n with anger burn'd;

Another for ~is ravifu'd miftrefs mourn'd;

From various caufes others there remain'd;

And many knights were weeks and months detain'd.

Still fearch'd Orlando round; and oft he cry'd:

My cares, perchance, are all in vain apply'd 86

For him who by fome fecret gate withdrew,

And, diftant now, defies me to purfue

The virgin fair--Debating thus, with fpeed

He left the dome, and travers'd o'er the mead~ 90

Still gazing round with downcaft look to trace

What tracks of feet had lately mark'd the place.

A voice he heard, that caWd Orlando's name j

He look'd; and thought he view'd his much-Iov'd

dame;

V~r. 7S. King So&ripont-] The Iaft we heard of this knight
Was when he was left by Rinaldo, after their. duel for Angelica,
Book:ii.'ver, 136.

VOL. n. G That
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That much-Iov'd dame, whore beauty's power fo

chang'd 9S
His manly heart, and every thought eftrang'd.

High at a window ftood the feaming maid,

And thus, in moving words, implar'd his aid :

Ah! help! - I give to thy proteaing care

My honour, dearer than the vital air! 100

Shall this vile ravifher his will purfue

Unpunifu'd, in my dear Orlando's view?

.t\h! rather let thy fword prevent my fuame,

And fave by timely death my virgin fame.

Thefe words, repeated oft in mournful ftrain, lOS

Impell'd the knight with frequent fteps again

T' explore the dome, by turns with anger fir'd,

By turns with vain, yet pleafing hope infpir'd.

Anon he ftopp'd, anon he feem'd to hear

The well-known accents breaking on his ear. 110

Whil.e thus he liften'd, though th' imploring dame J
Appear'd not far his needful aid to claim,

He knew not whence the founds diftrefsful came.

But turn we to Rogero; who purfu'd

The maid and giant through the fuady wood; I IS
Whence to a fpacio_us mead,his courfe he bore:

(The place to which Orlando came before)

Within
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Within -the gate the. towering giact pa.{$'d,

Him clofe behind Rogero prefJ'd as faft j
,

The portal entering (wondrous to the knight) 12.0

The maid and gi~nt vanifh'd from his fight.

In every part he fought with fruitlefs care, l·
And much he marvell'd how his foe'could bear

So fudden from 4is view the captive f.air.

Through chambers, halls, and rich faloons he went,

Then fearch'd beneath the winding ftairs afcent: J 26

At length he turn'd him to the neigbouring wood,

In hope-but foon a voice his fteps purfu'd J

A voice, that late Anglante's knight appall'd,

And now Rogero to the dome recall'd. 130

The form and fpeech illufive that deceiv'd

Orlando, for Angelica believ'd,

To good Rogero feem'd the Dordon dame,

Whore virgin charms his amorous heart inflame.

This ftrange device, the like unknown before, t3S

By old Atlantes of Carena's lore

Was fraro'd, to keep Rogero fafe from war,

Till paft the influence of his evil ftar

That menac'd early death; Atlantes' power

For this had rais'd the freel-embattled tOWel'; J~

For this had try'd Alcina's guileful chain,

In love the youthful champion to detain.

G 2. Not
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Not'him alone, but all whofe martial fame

For valorous deed! had fpread thro' France' their

name,

Atlantes here confin'd in magic thrall, 145

'Left by their hands the much-Iov'd youth fhould fall;

.And all provifions due prepar'd fo well,

That k.nights and dames might here with pleafure

dwell.

Now to Angelica the tale we bend.,

Whofe finger wore the ring that could defend .150

From, deepeft fpells, that, in her mouth convey'd,

,Conceal'd h¢r perfon like a viewlefs fhade.

The virgin in the cave her limbs attir'd,

And found fuch food as Nature's wants requir'd :

Ver. 1+6. Ll1 hy their hands-] It may appear very
extraordinary, that Atlantes thould bring together in one place
:with Rogero· the knights" from fome of whom he feared
the prophecy might be fulfilled, that threatened the yOWlg
warrior's life: the commentators have obferved, that during
their abode in this enchanted dwelling, the knights were
totally unknown to each other, and that confequently Ro­
gero was in no danger from any national hoftility; and that
every perfon, being engaged by the fpen, on ~is own parti­
e:ular lofs, Rad no leifure to attend to Rogero, who therefore
continues perfe8:ly fafe: but furely it. is difficult to un-

·derftand bow his fafety is more, fecured by this device of
Atlantes.

A mare
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A mare fhe fingled ftom ~he grazing train, ISS I

Refolv'd to view her native feats again,

Fair India's realms-and gladly would fhe take

King Sacripant, or brave Orlando make

Guide of her way; though neith~r knight 1he priz'd,

But both their amorous fuits .alike defpis'd. 160

Yet bending eaftward her adventurous courfe,

By towns and caftles girt with hoftile force,

Some guard fhe wifh'd, that danger could defy;

And well their ~alour might her want fupply :

Themlong in cities, towns, andwoods fhe faught, l65 ­

Till chance at length the wandering virgin brought,

Where Sacripant and where Orlando bound

13y fated fpells; whe~e join'd with thefe fhe found

Gradaffo ftern, Rogero, and Ferrau ;

And many more in abjeB: ftate {he faw. 170

The gate fhe fearlefs pafs'd, to none reveal'd,

Ev'n from Atlantes by her ring conceal'd.

Orlando here and Sacripant 1he view'd,

Who through the dome their fruitlefs fearch purfu'd.

She knew Atlantes1 by her likenefs feign'd, J7S

Orlando and king Sacripant detain'd

With covert wiles; of thefe ~e long revolv'd

The doubtful choice, and fcarce at l:ngth refolv'd

G 3 On
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On whom to fbc, but £lood in deep fufpenfe,

Between Orlando and Circaffia's prince. 180

Full weII {he knew Orlando's dauntlefs might

Could beft defend her in the day of fight j

But knew not howhereafccr to difplace

A lover thus exalted in her grace,

When, danger paft, {he meant: t' abridge his power,
Or fend him back, rtpuls'd, to Gallia's {hare: 186

But let her raife. Circaffia to the fides,

Again fubmiffive at her {oat he lies,

Should {he command; and hence each reafon weigh'd

Inc1in'd to him the long debating maid j 190

Ver. 183. But knep; not huw hereafter to diJploce] It appears
to me that Angelica was not meant. for an amiable charal1:er,
but is rather a natural lively pi8:ure of, and covert fatire on, the
coquetry and levity of many of the fair (ex; and I believe every
reader will confers, through all the 'courfe of the adventures, Or

even in any misfortunes which befull her, that the never takes
hold of the heart like Bradamant, Flordelis, Ifabella, and others,
evidently dr~wn by the poet for models of female excellence.
An ingenious friend, to whore kindnefs I have been ~erore in­

debted, obferves on this paiI"age, that Arioflo delineates mof!:
exquilitely the chara8:ers of virtuous women; that no author can
boa£l: of two more admirable than Flotdelis and Ifabella, the

like of which are not to be met with in the writings of antiquity,
where indeed we fee heroines ih all the flernnefs of rigid virtue,
but totally deftitute of thole companionable graces, that add fuch

lufrre to a female character.
Then
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Then fudden from her mouth the ring fue took,

And, lo! the min: king Sacripant> forfook :

But while fhe meant from iacripant to draw

Th' obfcuring veil, Orlando and Ferrau

She near him view'd, who both had long explor'd 195

The magic roof for her their fouls ador'd.

Around the princefs throng'd th' impatient three.

No more deny'd their lov'd-one's charms to fee.

Two warriors on their breafi the cuirafs wore,

All arm'd in proof, their heads the helmet bote: 200

Nor night, norday, they caft afide their arms,

Since firfi: they reach'd this feat-of magic charms;

Nor feem'd, by ufe inur'd, theIr limbs to feel

The weighty preffure of encumbering free!.

The third, Ferrau, in radiant mail was c'as'd, 205

But o'er his brows no temper'd helmet lac:'d:

All helmets he renounc'd, till that he gain'd

Which once Orlando's valorous arm obtain'd

From great Almontes j [ueh the oath he took,

When for Argalia's cafque he [earch'd the brook. 21&

Now ftood Anglante's champion at his fide...

Nor him to battle yet Ferrau defy'Q:

For neither «(ueh. th' mufions of the place) 1
While there detain'd, could in his mind retrace

The 1eaft refemblance of another's face. . 215

G 4 Hrre
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Here night and day the ponderous mail they wore,

And conftant on their arm the buckler bore.}

In ftaBs at hand their harnefs'd courfers frood,
•

By ple.nteous mangers heap'd with generous food.

No longer could Atlantes' .baffied power. . 220

Detain the champions captiye in his tower j

Who, lightly leaping on their fteeds, withdrew,

In hafte the rofy damfel to purfue,

The black-ey'd virgin, bright with golden hair,

Who now to flight impell'd her gende mare: 225

, Difple~s'd the knights fhe view'd, norwi!h'd to prove

At once three rival-fuitors for her love.

When thefe fo far were led, !he fear'd no more·

Th' enchanter's arts could work their baleful power}

The ring, in danger ever prov'd her fhield, 230

The fair between her ruby lips conceal'd j

That done, !he vanifh'd from their longing fight,

And mute with wonder left each gazing knight.

. The wayward damfel who fo late defign'd

Orlando or king Sacripant to find, . 235

Now, fqdden changrd, far other thoughts purfu'd,

And both the chiefs alikedifdainful view'd, ..

Refolv'd to neither.'s ~rm that aid to owe,

Whjch, in their fread, her ring might well befrow.

Meantime
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Meantime the lovers, who deluded ftood 240

On either fide amid the gloomy wood,

Alternate gaz'd : like hounds that lofe the trace

,Of hare or fox, which long they held in chace.

Herfelf invifible~ the fcornful maid

With fecret fmiles their 'baffled plight furvey'd. 245

One only path amid the foreft led,

That feem'd to point the way by which the fled.'

Orlando and Ferrau with eager fpeed

The fearch purfu'd, and Sacripant his fteed

As fwiftly fpurr'd, while left behind, the dame 2S0

Her 'bridle check'd, and fofdy pacing came.

But, branching now in tangled brakes, was loft

The winding way, that through the woodltnd croft: :

With heedful eyes the champions fought around

What track of horfes' feet had mark'd the ground:

Ferrau, of kings the proudeft 'midft the proud, 2S6

Thus, turning tow'rds the two, exclairI).'d aloud:

Say-whither would ye go ~-yourcourfe refrain­

Vnlefs. you breathlefs mean to prefs the,plain.

Think not inJove a rival will I view, 260

Or let, another her I love' purfue.

Then to Circaffia's, king Orlando fpoke:

Who dares, our wrath unpuni{h'd thus provoke"

Muft

•
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Muft deem US, fure, a vile and abjetl: pair, .

More fit the diftaff than the lance to bear. 265

Thou wretch! (indignant, to Ferrau he faid)

But that I view no helm defends thy head,

This arm fhould teach thee to repent the wrong,

And curfe th' ungovern'd licenfe of thy tongue.

To whom the Pagan-Lo I I ftand prepar'd, 270

Nor think my head defencelefs I regard:

Tho' here without a helm, I truft full well

This hand your force united can repel. .

Then .thus Orlando Sacripant addrefs'd :

Lend him awhile your helm at my requeft, . 2]S

Till with this weapon I chaftife in fight .

Th' unequalI'd folly of yon boafting knight.

Great were my weaknefs then (the monarch cry'd) i

But if thou feek'ft to have his wants [upply'd,

Thy own beftow-nor deem me lefs prepar'd 'lSQ

'{han thou, to give a fool his juft reward.

Ferrau rejoin'd-Infenfate both"! for know,

Did I a helmet feek to meet the foe,

Yourfelves had prov'd my prowefs to your coft,

And each had now his cafque in combat loft. 285

Bare-headed thus, and bound by folemn vows,

Learn, never covering muft furround my brows

But
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But what Orlando wears, the glorious prize

I feek to gain-With fmile~ the earl replies:

Wilt thou fecure, with head defencelefs, dare 290

Affilil the Paladin in equal war,

To win from him fuch honour as he won

In Afpramont from Agolantes' fon ?

I rather'deem his ~c:at approach would make

From head to foot thy frame with terror 1hake; ~9S

Make thee the helmet's .bodied claim forego,

To yield thyfelf and weapons to the foe.

To whom the Spanilh boafter thus reply'd:

Full oft'this arm Orlando's force has try'dl;

When 1 at pleafure, not his helm a10ne, JOO

But all his armour might have made my own J

Then little priz'd-though now 'I feek to gain

The temper'd helm, and truft 1hall foon obtain. I

His patience loft, enrag'd Orlando cries:

Thou infidell artificer of lyes ! 305

When was the time, and where the fatal ground

On which thy arms o'er mine th' advantage found~.

Behold that champion (little thought fo near)

Behold in me the Paladin is here!

Prove if thy force can make this helmet thine, 310

Or this right hana thy ihield and armour mine;

Nor
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Nor feek I any vantage.-Thus he [aid,

Anc\ fwift the cafque unlacing from his head,

He hung it on a tree in open view,

And Durindana from the fcabbard drew. 315

No lefs Ferrau was feen his fword to wield,

While o'er his head he rais'd the fencing iliield :

They rein their fteeds, they {hike, they ward by turns;

Their fury kindles as the combat burns.

Where beft their force can plate or joint invade, 320

They fpeed the thruft, or whirl the beamy blade.

Not all the world a fearlefs knight can {how

Like each of thefe to meet a fearlefs foe.

For courage both, for prowefs both renown'd,

And both alike incapable of wound. 3 25

Oft have you heard (my lord) that magic ait

Secur'd Ferrau· in every vital part,

Ver.312. Nor feek I any 'lJantage.- ] Both the poet and
Orlando, and likewife Ferrau before, ver. 27 I, feem to have
forgot the enchantment, by which each knight was incapable of
being wounded. But one general,obfervation will ferve for alI
there circumftances, whenever they occur ; they are fuch flips
as will be found in every great work; and to which, though
the reference is rather common, we may always apply the words
of Horace:

- aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus.

- fometimes good Homer ~eeps.

Save
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.Save that alone, which firO: the nurture gives

Whilft in the womb the helplefs infant lives.

'Not lefs Anglante's knight, by potent charm, 330

Was kept in cortTbat fafe from every harm

Of weapon's edge j while pervious to the fteel,

His feet beneath the piercing wound could feel :

.But each fecur'd, in every bloody ftrife,

With double plates, the place endangering life. 335

Thus lefs for need than pomp of outward fhow,

They went in arms array'd againft a foe.

More dreadful grew the war-Ferrau fa well

His weapon aim'd, it ftruck, whene'er it feU,

-With point or edge: nor lefs at every 1hoke 34Q

Orlando's fword the mail in fhivers broke.'

- There ftood Angelica, conceal'd from fight;

The fingle witnefs of fo fierce a fight.

For Sacripant, ·who deem'd the royal maid

.Not far remote amid the foreO: ftray'd, 345

Soon as Orlando and Ferrau he view'd

Engag'd in ftrife, her fancy'd courfe purfu'd.

ver. 330. Not left Ang/ante's knight,-] He makes Orlando
and Ferrau invulnerable, according to the common fable of
Achilles and Cygnus. . See ~is matter difcWl"e4 at large, Book
xxix. note to ver. 122.

Ver. 347.-her jancy'd couife purfu'd.] S~cripant appears
~gain, Book 'O'vii. ver. 92 •
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Angelica awhile in equal fcales

The conRia: fees, where neither fide prevails:

.At length defire fome new device to pr()ve, 'J50

Incites her thence the -helmet to remove,

In harmlefs paftime, meant alone to view

What part the rival warriors would purfue.

Then in a fportive mood the cafque file took,

And foon the place' and combatants forfook, 35$

U nfeen of each, fo eager in their fight:

At length Ferrau, who turn'd afide his fight,

Firft held his' hand, and to Orlando faid,

La! how our late companion has betray'd

The faith ofknights ! What prize for us remains, 360'

. When he, by fra.ud, the viaor's meed obtains?

Then on the tree Orlando bent his view;

The helm he mifs'd, and fierce his anger grew j

And with Ferrau agreed, that this, in fcorn

Of either's claim, Circaffia thence had borne. 365

The earl his Brigliadoro through the wood

Impatient urg'd j as fwift Ferrau purfu'd j

Till different tracks of horfes' feet they'found,

Left by the knight' and damfel on the ground.

Here to the left his courfe Orlando bore, 370.,

Th~ courfe Circaffia's king had held before j

Ferrau"
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Ferrau, by chance, morc near the mountain .ftray'd,

Through late worn traces of the fiying maid.

Meantime the virgin to a. fountain drew, 374,

Where verdant bowers,with leaves0'erfhading, grewJ

Where pilgrims, 1helter'd from the fultry beam,

With draughts refre1hing from the limpid ftream

AUay'd their thirft: here, fearlefs of furprizc,

Angelica (who on her ring relies

In every danger) to the bank ,defcends, 380

And on a bough the glittering helm fufpends;

Then feeks a place where, ty'd at eafe, her beaft

Might crop from flowery meads the verdant fe,a:.

The 'Spani1h k.night, who clofe purfu'd the dame,

By equal windings to the fountain came, 385

Not unobferv'd, for inftant from his fig~t

.she vani1h'd, and prepar'd her fpeedyflight i

But vainly {hove the helmet to regain,

That roU'd to diftance bounded on the plain.

Whe1\ firft. the Pagan prince with raptur'd eyes 390

Beholds Angelica - he haftes, he flies

To meet the fair-one, who his hope deceives,

As fome light form ~h' awaken'd dreamer leaves.

He feeks her round in covert, fhade, and bower,
., .

But feeks in vain - blafpheming every power, 39$
,

With
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With Trevigant.and Mahomet, ador'd

By Pagan votaries, as Gods implor'd,

And every name his fea repeats with· awe,

The priefts and teachers of his impious law.

Ver. 396. With Trevigant and ll1Ohomet, -] The name of
Trevigant is common in the romances of Chivalry, and in the
old Ballads, where Trevigant and Mahound (Mahomet) fro­

quently occur.

So likewife Spenfer :

And oftentimes by Termagaunt and

Mahound fwore.
FAIRy QyEEN, Book vi. C. vii.

I( Termagaunt (or as here called Trevigant) is the name

giVen in the old romances to the god of the Saracens, in which

he is conftantly linked with Mahound: thus, in the old Legend
of Sir Guy,· .

So help me Mahowne of might,

And Termagaunt my god fo bright:

Perhaps Termagaunt had been a name given to fome Saxon

idol; and our ignorant anceftors, who thought all that did not

receive the Chriftian law were neceffarily Pagans and Idolaters.
fuppofed the Mahometan creed was in all refpects the fa~e with

that of their Pagan forefathers, and therefore made no fcruple
to give the ancient name Termagaunt to the god of the Sara­

cens : the French romancers, who had borrowed the word from

us, corrupted it into Tervagaunte : the Italians called it Tre­
vigante."

See RELIQ.!JES of Ancient Poetry) Vol. I. p. 76. 3d edit.

Now
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Now near the fount again the warrior drew) 400

And, caft on earth, Orlando's helmet knew,

By charaaecs that round its edge explain'd

When, and f-rom whom,· the preCiQ~8 'prize was

gain'd,

While m~ch he grie'v'd to lore the lovely maid)

Who unapparent, like a }i>hahtom-1hade, 40$

Efcap'd his ftght~ he [eiz'd with eager hafte,'

Aad on hi& pead the long-fought helmet plac'd.

One only willi remain'd yet unpoifeft,

'To find hi-s mift:refs, and in love be bleft.

He fearch'd me woods~ till every hope was loft, 4t~

Then turn'd to Paris.,:to the Spanifh hoft,t ..

But though defponding with a 10ve~'s grief, 1
His vow fulfill'd afforded. fome relief, .

Since thus the helm he gain'd from great Angla~- '

te's chief\ :

500ft as thefe tidings to the earl were brought, 4- t S
Lo!1g time from land to land Ferrau he tought;

:No~ 'c~as'd, till from hIS head the prize he drew,.
And him between two neighbouring bridgesfiew.

Angefica.

v~. 418.AnrJ b:m htkuttn, &:c.- J The incident' here
mentioned appc:ars nowhere in the Orlwdo Furiofo; buti·~.

bably Arioio alludes to a fiory in fome popular romanceJ

. VOL. it: H familiar

•

1
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Apgelic~ wi,th fad and penfive look,

Alone, iqvifible, her journey took: ' 420

The helmet loft employ'd her afi'fious mind,

Which near the fount her h.aft~ hjld left behi~d.

My too officious care (exclaim'd the maid)

His trufty head-:piece from the earl convey'd:

And is it thus his merits I regard, 42$

And claims from me his fervke fllCh reward?

Heaven knows my fecret heart! (though now th-

event

Has other prov'd) my blamelefs purpofe went,
To fray the .fight; bllt ah! 1 little thoUght

To give yon'bri.1tal knight th~prize he fought! 430

f~iar to his Italian remers, .,though not known to his
~.ator .. F~ufte ,de Longiana, an Italian commentator,
teps us'that Fcrr~u was 'o(a 'gigantic ftature, and came over

with Agrarnant againft Charlemain, in which war he made

~J fr~ .w>bles peifonces, but was .aft~rwards fiai.o. by
Orlando. Some fay that he invaded France with twenty

thoufahd Saracens, fent by the admiral Of Babylon; that he

had in liimfelf the ftrength of forty men; .and was ftabbed by
Orl,ando iQ the ~vel, in.which part only Boyardo and'Ariofto tell
US that he was vulnerable. We have the teftimony of Marcus

Antonius'Sabellicus, a noted writer of the fifteenth century,

~ ·tlu:re was a Mooriili Spaniard, named Fermu) a r~ubtcd

~pipo of the age of Charlemain.

'~epentant
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Repentant thus 1he rtlourn'd the deed that 'left

Anglant-e's champion of ni~ helm bereft; ,

And eaftwardjourneY'd, 'now to fight reveal'd,

No.... by her ring from every eye conceal'd;

Through many a region, many,a city pars'd, 435'

Till'to a lonely wood arriv!d at ,laa,

Between two warriors (lain a youth ·£he view'd~

Whofe wounaed breaft a crimfon frream bedew'd.

But here Angelica we leave, and·t~ll

What new adventures many a knight befd : 44Q

Nor of F~rrau nor Sacripant we fing,

:f3ut tune to different themes the various thing. ~

Far other tafl{ demands me to record

The valiant deeds of Brava's noble lord - ;

Vlhat long laborious fearch he yet fufrain'd 44S

To gain that bleffing 'which he never gain'd.

Another cafque the careful hero bought,

(For ftill to keep himfelf unknown he fought)

But nor the metal nor the temper try'd,

His fated ikin the edge of.free! defy'd; <4-50

• ORLANDO.

Ver.439' But here Angelica we kave)-] He returns to An-:­
ge1ica in the xixth Book) ver. 122.

Ver. 441. Nor of Ferrau nor Satripant-] Ferrau appears
again in the review of the Pagan army, Book xiv. ver. III. an;!

Sacripant is fpoken of, Book ihii. ver. 92.

H 2 Then
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Thenfollow'd her, whofe love he held fo dear,

Through every [eafon of the changing year.

As Phrebus from the fields of Ocean drew

His fmooth-hair'd courfers wet with brihy dew;

What time Aurora frream'd with ruddy light, 455

And frars yet glimmer'd in the rear of night;

Nat far' remote from Paris' regal town,

Orlando gain'd new laurels of renown.

Two bands he met; one Manilardo led,

A Pagan reverenc'd for his hoary head, 460

Of Norway king; once gallant_in the field,

But better now in arts of council fkill'd.

To lead the other, with-his ftandard came 1
The king of Tremizen, of mighty fame

In Afric, and Alzirdo was his name. 465.

Thefe troops, with all the numerous Pagan hoft,

In towns .and 'caftles held their winter's poft;

Some near the walls, which Agramant in vain

Had. waited long with powerfulfiege to gain;

. And now refolv'd, in all the dreadful form 470

Of horrid war, at one alfault to ftorm.

For this intent he fummon'q every power;

Not chofe alone chat came from Arrie's {han:',

Or thofe by king Marfilius brought from Spain i

But thofe which france had added to his train: 47 S
i

Fo~

\
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For late, from Parit· wa.lls to ArIi's flood,

lIe many: a town in Gafcony fubdu'd.

When now, unchain'd from winter's icy cold,

Within their be4s the murmuring currents roU'd;

When the glad meads refum'd their vivid green, 480

And budding leaves to deck the trees were feen ;

Then gave king Agramant his wide command,

To muiler all his forces, band by band:

For this the king of Tremizen in haile,

And king of Norway, o'er the country pafs'd, 485

To lead their fquadrons, where the army drew

To pafs before their chiefs in juft review.

When now Alzirdo had the earl efpy'd,

\Vhofe like)n arms not all the world fuppJy'd;

Whofe limb~ and mien heroic from afar 4-99

Denounc'd defiance> like the God of war;

He deem'd him ~firil of every martial band"

And rafuly ·long'd to meet him hand to hand.

Young was Alzirdo> and of lofty pride>

Of daring c~urage, and of vigour try'd.

His focial ranks, in evil hour" he left, .

And [purr'd his fteed,. of hetter fenfe bereft,

At once the foe's prevailing force to feel"

And fink tranfpierc'd by great Anglante's ftc,el.

H 3 The
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The courfer flies affrighted o'ercthe plains, 500

No mafter on his back to guide the reins t
Now fofe a dreadful tumult, when theyview'd" ,.. .

The youth all pale and weltering in his blood:'

Same couch'd their fpears, and fome their falchioni

drew,

And on the knight with headlong fury'flew: ' 505

'While fome: with darts and arrows gall'd from far

The flower of champions in a miffiYe war.

As gathering ro,und with hoarfe obftreperous cry

Appear the fwine, when from fome: cavern nigh,

The wolf or bear to feize their prey defcends, 510

And with fell jaws a bleeding porker rends :

So feem'd. the crew, inflam'd with b~rbaiotis fpite,,
And urg'd each other on t' affault the knight.

A thoufand darts, and fpears, and fwords'rebound '

From his broad £hield, or on his cuirafs found. ' 515

, One ftruck' behind him with a pondero~s m'ace;

One frood befide ; ,one met him face to ·face :

But he, who ne'er a thought' of fear allow'd,

With ~are1efs .eye beheld th' ignoble crowd.
Thus, leaping o'er the fence il'l. nightly folds,. 520

A wolf the number of the £heep beholds;

His hand was feen the thundering fword to wield,

By which fuch numerous Pagans prefs'd the field.

9 Hard



Hard were the talk, amid the throng, to t..ell

The warriorS that beneath his weapon fdl !' I S'lS
A ptJrple tCilCr~nt aU the plain o>erflow'd,,
That [carcc fuffic'd to bear t~e glmftly.load.,

No quiltoo veti" nor fencing turban:,ol1'd','

Around the' head in many' a winding'fold, ,

No~ plated fhield, nor temper'd cafqtle defends~ 530

Where Durindana's trenchant· ~dge defcends.

Loud groans and cries the dyirig foldiers yield,

And heads' and arms are fcatter'd o'er the field.

Death ftalks amid{\: the crimfan ranks of fight,

Itri ~ariO:lls10rms, all horrible to fight; " : 535"

Yon weapon in.Orlando'shand (he cries) .

With my fell feythe in copious fiaughter vies!

The wounded fly, nor longer will await

A fecond wound, but fear the {hoke of fate;

While thore who thought a fingle knight to mue}'

Their .eary conquefr, now the plain forfakc,. S41 '

Nor one, remains his deareft friend to take: .
,

, Regardlefs of the w~y, with fearful fpeed,

This plies-his feet, that fpurs his rapid freed. ' I

1:.0 ! Virt~' bears her mirror in the ,field,' ,i4S) ,

Which, every blemifh, of th,e foul reveal'd :

None l~ok'd therein, except a hoary fire; "

Age fhrMk his nerves) but could not damp his fire.

. . H 4 He'
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He faw ~twas nobler far in fight to die,

. Than with difhonour turn his back.to fly. __ SSQ

This fagt! was Norway's king. who grafp'd his l~ee,

.!\.ml fearlefs met the matchlefs peer of France.

Ag,ainft the fhield's round hofs the weapon broke.;

Uhmov'd the 'Paladin reeeiv'd the droke.

Ai l\1anilardo pafs'd, Orlando aim'd. 55!
His deadly falchion that like lightning flam'd;

But F'oFtune favour'd here. tke king fu wel~

The blade fell Rat, y~t with fuch fury f-ell,

The reverend warrior fenfdefs lay for dead, .

And fwooning darknefs o'-er his eye-balls fpread. 'J6q.

Orlando lef~ him ther:e, and eager flew.

To chace the remnant of the flyiag c.rew.

As birds affrighted wing thcir airy way,

When the fierce hawk pudues. his trembling prey i

80 far\d thefe bands bef~re the Chriftian knight, 56$

Some mai.m\d, fome nain, and fomedifpers-'din fligh.t.

Orlando now, tho\ well the land he knew, ,

Uncertain where his mifrrefs to purfue;.

To left, or right, where'er his courfe inclin'-d,

~n other parts frill ran his anxious mind;. 51.a.

Through woods, through plaiRS, he fought the bea.U-f·

teous dame,

Till !lear ~ mountain's craggy fteep he carne;. ,

Thencf'J
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,Thence, from a cleft, a ftream of yellow light

Pierc'd the dun {hadow. of furrounding night. 1

As in the fhelter which the bullies yield, 57S
Or 'rnidft the ftubble of the ncwfreap'd acId.
In break, or dell, th' unweary'd hunter's care

Winds the deep mazes ot the fearful hare J

So, with a beating heart, by hope betray'd,

The k~ight, whofaw the fudden g~eam that play'd

J\..midft th~ trees, the hill cxplor'"d, and found' 581
Afpaeious cavern hewn within the ground,

'rhe mQuth with brambles fenc'd; a fafe retreat

For thofe that fiJS:~d in wOQds their ruftic feat

from humCln haunts I-the taper's tay reveal'd S8S

w:ith glimmering light the cave by day conceal'd.

Orlando" while be mus'd what favage race

~ight ,there refide, refolv'd t' explore the place.

Bis arigliadoro firft fecurely ty'd,

He clear'q. the branches that accefs denY'd; 590
ThJ%n in the tomIJ, [!tat held the living, went

J3y many fl:eps, a nar1'pw d.eep dc;fi:ent.

l-,.arge wa~ the cave, but fcaree at ~oon of day

. 1'q.e winding mouth r~ceivld a feeble ray J

"'~t fro~ ~ Qpenipg to the right appear;d S95
.A beam offunthine that t4e dwel1in~ chear'd.

aere, .
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Here, ~a'.nciira'blazing hearth, he fuunda
In bucl:ding prime, a tender virgin crown'd

\f~ beauty..that migbt' every heart',eDtiet,

And make .nis gloom~.gr« 'a' paradife ; , 600-

Though it) her. eyts the. darting teat coofefs'd. "

Some hidden anguifh raIik.liAg in her, hruft.

With her,ltn. aged beldame feem~(t'ru jar

(.4s -Women oft are 'front} ia ~OFdywar:

BUt..when Cklaado:..in 1~:r prefence came, ; 601­
Each held her peace: ds¢ knight to either dame

Fair'.greeting gave, as one- whofenoble·mihd

Was ever gende to, tnt g.emtt kimL::'
T&.ry,. riling fudden, .'1\is: falute" repaM;' . ,

Tho';each. at fi~ft appear-'d=with·loo~.etifmay'd, ~jci

To hear his volce,.and·-entering ttk're'-hellOkf

A man dl:t arm'd w"hofe mien' might freeze the boJd~
, I

With wonder fiU\I,.Oilando. fought to know

~t lavage wretch, tohumaa- ra<!~~a~foe~ ,

Could keep entomb'd in fuen :a.lotielr place 'J 5

The fweet atttafrioo5;af-'[Uch virgin grace.

Scarce-i.to;~:knightthe <fu.mfel alIt- repif;' "

Her word~ cut fhiu:t; bymanY'"l htf~! llgh,

"Y~ch frQIh her cauJ.)ipJrer: g~fln~~hale;

While am ilie ~r.iY.es tG> {peak! her. 'Woeful 'tak ,62&

Tears
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Tears flatn her lovely cheek j as oft we view

The fofe and lily wet with morning dew.

Th' enfuing book, my lord, the fequelfhows,

For time requires that here the book we clofe.

J! N D 0 F T Ii ~ T W ~ L F T H ]I 0 0 K.
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THE ARGUMENT.,

bABELLA rellites her ftory to. Or1,lt1d~.wbo tklives's. he" from
the outlaws. . Bl'adamant lamenting for the a"bCertce of Rogero,
is comforted by Meliffa, and inftrutl:ed how the may fet him at .
liberty from the came of Atlan~es. Meliffa, at the requeftof
Bradamant, tells her the nallles sf many illuftrious women that
are' to defcend from her race. She then condutl:s her near the

came of Atlantes, and takes leave of her. Agramant prepares

to mufter his forces.
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,R1G H T v~nturo,us ~ere the' ~nights {;If old re":
nown'd, .

Who in the defert fhade~ the vales profound,

The gloomy cavern,' or theforeft den," ,

Where ferpents, bears, and roaring lioits dwell,

Found many a dame of fuch exalted mi~n" ,,5--'.
, As rarely now in palaces are f~en, ::: ';~' ~. ,

Who, in their earlieft blGom ()f charms"-f:1ight.:biear !

The prize {i'Qm all-,;.;the' faireft oftile fair.. --.: :: "1'

I told how to Orlando wa.s"Teved'd'~ ..... ~ ... _ ,/..
. ' .. '

A tender virgin in a cave .conceal''4 : : ~ ~ ;':'.':; ., I.Oi
. '

, Of whom 'h'e f,?ught me hid~ caufe' to knmVi' ......' .

That kept her tqtte,~ Blld now,-with, he:lft·,fdlt,'WOe,;..~

She
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, S~e (poke her griefs, enfor.c~Q by many a.figh,

And made, in pleafing accents, this reply.

Though) courteous knight, my mournful tale

difclos'd, IS
To certain punilhment I ftand e~posjdj

Since yonder woman will my words relate
, \

To him, who holds me in this captive ftate •

Yet let it ~ome~\Vha:t can I frdm fiis, hlind
'0

More grateful than the fttoke of death demand? " 20

Hear firft, that Ifabella.'s name lawn,

Daughter of him who fills Galicia's throne ~

Once was I his-but now, alas! the heir

Of defolation,' farrow, and defpair !
From Love I trace the caufe of all my fmart, 2 S
From l.ove that fteals the virgin's gentle heart•

. Once was I yo~ng and beauteous, rich and bleft,

Now poor and low, with fortune's frowns opp'reft.

Yet let me, undifguis'd, fir knight, difclofe

The early ,caufe of all my prefent woes; 30

, And lhould you fail to cure, at lean: my grief. '

May from your generous- pit1 find relief.

Twelve months are paft, fince in Bayona's land

My royal flJ'c a t09rnament ordain'd,

To
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To which, invited by the trump of fame, 35

From various regions various champions came.

But, whether love mined my pat~ial mind,

Or that his virtues o'er the warrior kind

So brightly blaz'd-Zerbino fingly won

My foul's dear praife, Zerbino only fon 40

To

Ver. 39. - Ztrbino-] "A Scotch author, Drummond of
Hawthornden, in his hiftory of. Scodand Cays, that though

Ariofto did not know him perfonally, he complimented the

virtues of James V. in the charaCh:i of Zerbino. The words
of Drummond are: "Ariofto, who knew him only by fame, in
the perfon of Zerbino glaunceth at his worth :

Zerbin di bellezza e di valore

Sopra tutti i Signori era eminente-

Di virtu effempio e di bellezza raro--"

He then adds fome verfes from Ronfard, who attended the

queen of James to France. Another\.8cotch author fays, that
when James V. married the duke of Guife's daughter, he made
an excurfion from France into Italy, and became acquainted
with Ariofto. James was a moft accompli£hed prince: Latin

was, in his time, the favourite ftudy of Scotland; and to the
utmoft gallantry of diCpofition he added a fingular love for polite
literature, and was himfelf a poet. Chrift Kirk on the Green,

and fome of his other ballads, contain genuine defcription and

bwnour-. James died, at the age of thirty-one or two, of grief.

• In the Reliques of Engli/h Poetry is an old Scotch ballad, intitled Th.
GABEBLUNZlZ NAN, ar,rib;d by fame to JalDCh

VOL. II. I Juft
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To Scotland's king, whofe knightly fC1lts of aml&

My tln-obbing bofom fill'd with foft alarms.

I lov'd-yet happy feem'd to place my heart

Upon an objeCt of fuch high dcfert.

J ult as his army was going to give battle to the Engli1h, he (ent
one Oliver Sinclair, his favourite, with a commiffion appointing

him general; upon which the whole army yielded themfdves

prifoners of war, without one blow being ftruck: his high fpirit
couId not brook this affront, and he expired not many days after
in the fever of indignation."

For the above note I am indebted to my friend Mr. Mickle,
the excellent tranfiator ofCamoens ; but, on further examination
of the matter, there appears a great objecnon to the account of
Drummond. James died in the year 1542 or 1543, being th!tl

thirty-one or thirty-two years of age ; fO that when Ariofto pub­
Iifhed his Furiofo in 1515, James was only five or flK yellrs old:
unlefs we fuppofe that any charafuriftic compliment was inferted
by the author in the laft edition, which paffage may be cited by

Drummond. The la\t:.dition publilhed in the life of the poet
was in 1532, Oat whicq,.lme James was about twenty-one years
of age, but had not entered upon public life, being detained in
the power of the earl of Angus. With refpett to the journey

made by James into Italy, mentioned by the other author, on the
prince's marriage with the duke. of Guife's daughter, it is certain

this marriage did not take place till about the year 1539J and

that Ariofto died in 1533. Hence we may obferve how little
dependence is to be had on thefe kind of frories, fo readily adopted
by the partiality of hifrorjans, to do honour to a favourite nati<?nal
charaCter.

See HUME'S Hifror)' of England, Vol. iv. Cll:. edit.

Zerbino;
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Zerbino, every lord my eyes beheld,

In comely form and bravery excell'd.

Not lefs fincere than mine his paillon glow'd;

And thQugh forbid to meet, our flames we vow'<!

i By meffage oft, and while we liv'tl disjoin'd,

We felt the tendereft union of the mind.

'Zerbino now, when dos'd the folemn f'eaft,

To Scotland'stealm again his courfe addrefs'd.

If e'er your foul the hour of parting knew,

ReileCl: what forrow muft his lofs enfue.

lIe night and day was .prefent to my Jthoug~t.5)

While like affection ,in .his bofom .wrought..

And I~ad.e him every fe~ret means :erriplGy

With my lov'd fight to crown ;his .future joy.

Our different faiths forbade bim to require

My hand in marriage of the king'my .fire.
A Pagan I, and he a C~riftian bred,

With open rites he ne'er muft hope to ,wed

Galicia's princefs; hence his fearlefs mind

To bear me from my native land defign'd.

.. Oft in a garden, .deck'd with fummer's prid~, 6S '

'Where nea·r the gay parterres a cryftal tide

Meander~og roU'd,.upon the'banks .!:ftQod;

And vie\v~d afar the hills and furgy flood ..

. I :1
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This place t' effect his bold defign he chofe,

That nothing might our union more oppofe : 70
To me his fecret thoughts he firft declar'd,

Then, well equipp'd, a rapid bark prepar'd,

By Odorico the Bucayan's care,

On fea and land a mafrer of the war.

Zerbino, by his aged father fent, 75

With all his powers in aid of Gallia went:

Himfelf forbid to fray, he left behind

This Odorico, and to him confign'd

Th' important charge j as one he frill had found

By every act of love and duty "bound : 80

On whom he deem'd his friendfuip might rely,

If benefits conferr'd could fix the tie.

Now, in my garden, on th' appointed day,

Till night I fray'd, a voluntary prey:

When Odorico near the city drew, 8S
And up the river with his chofen few

Advancing filent, fudden leapt on {hore,

And me in triumph to his galley bore,

Ere yet the tumult ,had the town alarm'd:

My houfehold train, affrighted and unarm'd, !p

Part in the fkirmi{h fell, while others fled,

And part, furpris'd, with me were captive led.

Joyful
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Joyful I bade my native foil adieu,

In hopes my lov'd Zerbino foon to view.

Scarce had our 1hip the cape of Mongia pait, 95

When, riling from the left,' a ftormy blaft

Drove clouds on clouds, made mountain-furges rife,

And daIh their fpumy foreheads in the fides j

While from her track the wind our veffe1 bore,

And gather'd ftrength with every dreadful hour: 100

Not all the failors' art could ftem the tide,

Nor could the cordage work the bark to guide:

In vain we {hike the fail, againft the man:

We bind the courfes, from the deck we caft

Each ufelefs load; we find, as thus we ftrwe, lOS

Our {hip againft the rocks of Rochelle drive.

Swift as a fhaft before the ft9rm it drove,

And none could fave, but HE who rules above 1

S~ruck with our peril, the Bifcayan try'd

A laft refource, too oft in vain apply'd : 110

With him he bade me from the lhip defcend,

And to the fhallow fkiff our lives commend.

Two more defcended j and a numerous band

As foon' hf;ld follow'd, but with fword in hand

Compell'd, alas! their entrance we deny'd, lIS

Our cable cut, and floated on the tide,

I J Til)
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Till fafe we landed ·on the.rocky coaft;"

But with the veffel wreck'd the ctew were 10ft

And aU her freight-my hands to Heaven I raistd~

And for my life preferv'd my Maker prais'd~ 12<$

Who left me not to petifh far from fhore,

And never fee my dear Zerbino more.

Tho,ugh with the linking fuip remain'd behind

My vefts and jewels, wealth of every kind,

Yet bleft with hopes to find my prince again, 125

Unmov'd I faw them fwallow'd by the main.

Wild was the land, uncultivate and rude,

Nor tratk of feet, nor roofs Of men we view'd;

Nought but a mountain, tound, whofe craggy brow

The loud winds blew, the billows roar'd below. 130

Here cruel Love, that falfe perfidious boy,

Prompt to deceive, and watchful to deftroy,

With fuit difhoneft, by his froward will,

My joy to forrow chang'd, my good to ill.·

That friend, in whom his truft Zerbino plac'd, 135

Froze in his faith, and burnt with flames uncha.fte,

Whether at fea- he felt th' unhallow'd fire,

But durft not then avow his black defire ~

Or whether this remote and lonely place

Infpir'd his bofom with ~ thought f<;) bafe.i 140

The
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The traitor m.0W a fecret plan revolv'd,

T' accomplifh what his impious foul refolv'd:

And hence of two that 'fcap'd with us the ftaod

Would one difmifs, a youth of Scottii}l blood,

Almonio nam'd, and by Zerbino IQv'd, 145

In faith unfully'd, as in arms approv'd :

Him OdoricO; bade to weigh th~ fhame,

Should they to Rochelle's walls a princely dame

On foot convey; and begg'd him hence with {peed

From, :Rochelle to fupply our prefent need. 150

Almonio, fearing nought, his courfe purfu'd, I
Towhere, conceal'd from view beyond the wood,

Six miles rl2mote, the peopled city ftood.

His friend remain'd: to him the traitor meant

Without difguife t' unveil his foul intent: 155

Corebo of Bil~ was his name;

Whom Odorico, nothing aw'd by flume,

Would tempt to break his faith; with him he led

His early life; with him from childhood bred,

He hop'd to fee him prize his friend's defire 16G

Above the tIes that virtue might require.

earebo, grctat of foul, and nobly born,

Abhorr'd the deed, and with indignant fcorn

Reproach'd his breach of faith, an~ firmly ftrave

By every means t' appofe his impious love. 165

I 4 From
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From threat to threat increafing pamon grew

In either breaft, till each his weapon drew :

When, ihuck with terror to behold the fight,

I turn'd me to the woods in fpeedy flight.

Soon Odorico, long to battle train'd, 170

By {kill fuperior fuch advantage gain'd,

He left Corebo on the ground for dead,

And follow'd me who thence fo fwifely fled.

Love furely lcmt him pinions to purfue ;

Love taught his tongue with foothing fpeech tv

woo; 175
But fruitlefs all-for rather than comply

'With fuch defires, I ftood refolv'd to die.

When prayers, and threats, and flatteries nought

avail'd,

With open force my honour he affail'd.

In vain I wcpt......implor'd-in vain I prefs'd 180

The facred friendfhip to his lord profefs'd;

Bade him refleCt that to his f~ith fincerc:

Zerbino trufted all he held moLl: dear.

Entreaties loft, and every hope of aid

Far, far remote to fave a wretched maid; 18.J
While he, with impious rage and force increas'd,

,Affail'd my virtue like fome ravenous beaft j

With

- ~. A
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With hands and feet in my defence I {hove~ .

With teeth and nails repuls'd his brutal love ;

His hair and beard I tore, his flefh I rent, 190

And pierc'd with fhrieks the vaulted firmament.

I know not if by fortune thither led,

Or by my voice that round the country fpread

Its piercing notes; or wont to fcour the {hand

When veffe1s bulg'd, or ftrew'd with wrecks the fand;

Butfrom the fummit of the hill I fpy'd 196'

A crew defcendi~g to the ocean's fide:

Th' impure Bifcayan, feiz'd with guilty fright,

His purpofe left, to fave himfe1f by flight.

Behold me by this band in happy hour 200

Preferv'd, my lord, from that falfe traitor's power.­

Yet but preferv'd the proverb to fulfil, .

ce Who 'fcapes one mifchief meets another frill."

~Tis true-I am not yet fo c~rft to find

My honour wrong'd, tho' this degenerate kind 205

No virtues hold in awe J but thirO: of gain

Incites them from' my perfon to abftain,

Which kept, as now, in maiden luftre pure,

Will for my purchafe ampler fums fecur~.

Eight months elaps'd, I fee the ninth arrive, 210

~ince here I wretched dwell entomb'd alive.
All
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All hopes of my Zerbirto now muA fail­

From thefe 1 learn,. my beaut)!' ~et to fale,.

And terms agreed.. a merchant will receive,

And me, unhappy, to the Soldan give. ~[J

So fpoke the lovely maid,. and as 1he fpoke,

Sighs following fighs her angel fpe:ecnes broke :

Her te~er grief compaffian might infufc

In afps or ti~ers, while {he thus reneWs,

Her tender farrows, or in plaintive ftrain ~10

Allays the angui1h of her fecret pain.

Thus they; when fudden in the cave appears

A crew ~ith knotty clubs, with ftaves and fpearl:

Th' ill-favour'd leader of the brutal crew

His fingle eye around the cavern threw; 22$

A wound, that chanc'd upon his face to light,

Had cropt his nofe and clos'd one eye in night•.

Soon as he faw the chief, who liftening fate

To hear the virgin-fair her tale relate, ,

He turn'd, and joyful to his fellows {aid: 230

Behold a bird for who~ no net was fpread !

Then to the earl - For me in Iuckier hour

No fhanger ever reach'd this place before:

Thou ma-y'ft have heard I long have fougkt in vain

Such radiant arms and veft lik~ thine to gain: 235

8 A~



'.
B. XIII. 0 R LAN DO FUR lOS O. 1 '1J

.,And gladly I behold thee thus at hand,

To anfwer now whate'er my wants demand.

Swift ftarting from his feat with 'noble pride,

Orlando fmird fevere, and thus reply'd.

There arms I value at a price fo high, 240

Who hopes their purchafe fiuft full dearly buy.

Then from the blazing hearth a brand he took,

. ~11 red with fire and hiffing from the fmoke,

And fudden threw - above the caitiff's nore,

By chance it ftrikes between the meeting brows; '145

,And inftant quenches in eternal night

His only wretched minifter of light j

And fends his ghoft to join the dreary train

By Charon doom'd to lakes of fiery pain.
A table,

, Ver. 24-9. By Charon - ] .Of th~re burning lakes in which
thieves and murderers are punifued, an account is given in '
Dante, Canto xxv. of his Inferno; where he afflgns to thefC
the feventh gulph, and where, he tells us, Chiron the Cen­
taur, and his companions, fiand armed with darts,. which
they {hoot at the damned, as often as they attempt to efcape
from the lake of torment. Some commentators read, in this
pafrage of Ariofl:o, Chiron infiead of Charon. Zatta, in the
laft edition of 1772, ,tells us, that in the editions of 1516
and 1532, both corrected by the author. it is printed Chi-

ron
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A table, form'd in fquare, of ponderous wood~ 250

Of fize capacious, in the cavern ftood;

Which, ill fuftain'd with rude unfhapen feet,

The thief and all his fellows held at meat:

Eafy, as from his hand difmift in air

The dextrous Spaniard fends the. cane afar, !Z55
Wondrous to tell!· this weight Orlando threw,

Where throng'd together prefs'd th' ungodly crew.

The fhatter'd limb, crufh'd head, and gory breaft,

The crackling bone the thundering mafs confefs'd :

Some crippled every part, fome fiain outright: 260

Who leaft is hurt a~tempts to 'fcape by flight.

So when in cluftering knot a fna~y brood,

Reviving joyful with the fpring renew'd,:

l3aik in the fun, if by fame peafant thrown

Amidft them lights a huge unwieldy ftone, 265

On all the curling heap what mifchief flies!

This leaves his fever'd tail j that mangled dies:

ron and not Charon; and F omari, in his commentary, gives
it ~hiroo.

Ver. 255. The dextraus Spaniard- j The poet alludes to an
~xcercife ufed. among the Spaniards, requiring much 'dexterity
and agility: it was ~rf0I'ID:ed on horfeback, and confrlled chiefly
W. throwing canes or reeds to a great diftance; .

Another
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Another crufh'd and bruis'd attempts with pain

To drag behind his finuous length of trai'n:

Another happier 'midft the graffy wfty 'J,70

Efcapes, and hiffing glides anew for prey.

Such was the havock here-Iefs ftrangeto tell,

Since from Orlando's arm the ruin fell.

Good Turpin's page declares that feven alone

Efcap'd the weight by fierce Orlanqo thrown. 27)

While to their feet their fafety thefe commend~

The champion ftands the paffage to defend; .

With pinion'd arms he drags them forth to view,

Where with thick boughs an aged fervice grew:

The leaves he clears, and hangs them quivering there

A living prey to all the fowls of air. 28 I

Nor needs he iron bands, or ftrong link'd chain,

To purge the earth of fuch an impious train;

The ~e its branches yields, with thefe fupply'd,

Orlando by the neck the ftruggling wretches ty'd.,
That aged beldame, to the thieves a friend, 286

who faw their ill-fpent lives' difaftrous end,

With fhrieks and outcries, tearing from' her head

The hoary hairs, to woods and deferts fled i

Ver. 279.-an aged [ervice- J Vecchio forbo-a tree
bearing a fruit like a pear or. medlar..

Till
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Till near a ftream 1he met (as chance hefd) 29~

A knight, whofe ·name I here forbear to t-ell,

And turn to her, who frill Orlandopray'd

With guardian power to watch a helplefs maid j

And vo",'d her Reps fuould all his fteps attend:

The noble warrior, like a tender friend, ~9S

Her forrows (ooth'd j and when Aurofa, dreft

In rofy garland and in purple veft,

'Refum'd her wonted track through morning air,

The knight departs with Ifabella fair.

Thence many a day they journey'd ere befe1 300

Adventures worthy of the Mufe to tell :

At length, amidO: a mingled crew, they found

A champion dragg'd along in fetters bound.

To Amon's daughter now we ch:tnge the {\:rain,

To her, whom late we left in amorous pain. .3°5
The valiant maid, whom every breaft muft mourn,

Who ·vainly hope's Rogero's (wifr return,

Still near Marfeilles refides in anxious woe,

And every day annoys the Pagan foe, 309

Ver. 291 • .tf knight, u:bife namt-] He refumes 'this flory,

:Book ;xx. va. 779.

Ver. 304. To Amon's dallghtn' now-] He returns to Orlando
and.lfabella, Book xxiii. ver. 386.
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That wide 0'« hill and dale with pluadering banda

O'er-run Pravence and all the neighbouring 'lucia.

Where the bright maid a great eKltlllple gave

Of prudent leader~ as of warrior brave.

Long has the time elaps'd that to her fight

Should once again reftore her deareft knight; JI)

In dread fufpenfe~ a thoufand thoughts moloft,

For lov'd Rogero's ftay, her tender bred.

One day, -of many a day~ retir'd to mourn

Her fate alone, !he fees that dame return,

Who in the wondrOl~s ring the med'cine bore~ 3'20.

To ·heal 'the heart that felt Alcina's power.

But when (fuch tedious hours' of abfence paft)

She fees her come without the knight at laft,

Swift from hel;' cheek the fading rofes fly,

And fcarce her trembling knees their aid fupply. 325

Soon as th' enchantrefs fees the virgin's fear,

She haftes to meet her with reviving chear j

Where every look fuch [peaking comfort wears,

As his are wont who happy tidings bears.

Let no vain douhts ({he cry'd) thy bofom fhake...

Rogero lives, and lives hut for thy fake j 331

Yet l,ives, compeU'd his freedom to forego,

Again the prifoner to ·thy conttant. foe.

.Now
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Now would'ft thou feek him, mount thy ready ft~ed

Without delay, and follow where I lead: 335

Soon {halt thou, virgin, well-inftruB:ed, fee

The means to fet thy lov'd Rogero free.

This faid j {he all the magic guile dec1ar'd

Which for the knight Atlantes had prepar'd,

Who Bradamant's refembling features wore, 340

The feeming captive" in a giant's power,

When to th' enchanted dome the youth he drew,

Then inftant vanifh'd from his wondering view;

And how, with like device, th' enchanter wrought

en knights and damfels to his caftle brought j 345

Who'fr~m his fight fuch various paffions prov'd j }

Who view'd in him, by ftrange deception mov'd,

Friend: fquire, compa~ion) fteed, or dame belov'd.

Urg'd by delufive hope they"fondly trace,

With ceafelefs toil, the vifionary place. 350

Soon as thy feet (fhe cries) {hall reach the land

Where, near, the wondrous pile is feen to ftand,

Th' enchanter fhalt thou meet, who to thy fight

Will feem tlly love, oppreft by ftronger might j

But left, by magic guile, thou here 1hould'ft fall 355

In fnares, that till this hour have fetter'd all,

Diftruft thy fenfe, and when thou fee'ft him nigh,

U nfheath thy fwordJ and bid the traitor die.

10 Nor
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N or think of Ufe Rogero to deprive,

But him from whom thy woes their fouTee derive. 360

Hard mull: it prove to aim the mortal blow

On him whofe looks thy knight's refemblanee £how:

Then ere I lead thee hence yon dome to find,

Firm t(i)' the purpofe freel thy conftantmind,

For ne'er to thee may Fate Rogero give, 36S

If through thy weaknefs now thy foe £hould live.

The warlike virgin, with determin'd will

To free her lover and the foreerer kill,

Appears in arms, impatient to purfue

Her guiding fteps whore truth fo well £he knew. 370" '\

Meliffa leads her t~enee, with eager hafte,

O'er many acultur'd land and dreary waftc,

Thro' wood and lawn i while fage difcourfe beguiles.

The tedious journey and re1iev;es their toils.

Mueh of 'the virgin's race th' enchantrefs teUs, 37S

On this, her lov'd, her favourite theme.. £he dwells:
I

That frem Rogero and herfelf fhould rife

Heroes and demi-gods to claim the fidea.

As to Meliffa every power was given

To view the fecrets of myfterious Heaven a 380

Her (earching eye could each event pre(age,

Long hence decreed in Time's fuccecding page.

VOL. II. _ K 9 friend
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o friend approv'd! 0 ever prudent guide!

(Thus to the prophetefs the virgin cry'd)

Whofe art has many a famous man foretold, 31S
My unborn' (ons, when years on years have roll'd:

Vouchfafe to fpeak of fome illuftrious dame

(If fuch my line may boaft) whofe future ftmt

Among the virtuous and the fair :mayrife :

She ceas'd-the matron mildly thus replies. 390

Great dames from thee defcend, of whom lhall

fpring

The potent emperor and fceptred king-;

All there) in fweeping veft, have 'equal pra.i.f"1e .

With crelted knights that b'ri-ght in armour blaze :
,

For wiftlom, piety, and cour:lge crown'd 395

With fame, but moll: for chaRity renown"d.

Hard ta1k to name, where many ftllnd fo high,

Not one I fee to pafs in mence by.

Yet, Imidft a thoufand, let me (to purfue

What time permits) feleCt t'he nobler few. -4-00

O! had'ft thou in the cave thy thoughts difplay'd,

Thine eyes had then each pafilng form furvey'd.

See! from thy glorious ftem a dame defcerid,

To virtuo~s deeds and liberal arts·;I. friend:

With her for grace and beauty refts the prize, <f.O5

Ch.fte with the chafteft, with the wifeft w.ut j

Fam'd
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Fam'd !fabella I y/19fe "fplendcn~ light

,shall gild w~th equal beams, by day ;or night,

The.w~lls which Mi.nciu~t fJ1ier wa~rs la\l'e,

The la:nd,whpf~ tide Ocnus t
moth~ gave. 41Q,'

There 1ha1~ (he long ~ J>right e"Flmple give,

And, wifh Mr l,:)rd, in fW¢«:f <:rintentiort live,

VJ:ho heft Oulll reu, who deardl: Virtue hold;

Who wideft Qf. Benevolence unfold

The facred gatel':,..,.,in Rbeims or Tara's land, t4-l5

While Ga\ll~ r~pQl~;d ooJ)fefi his conquering han.ct..

She, like Pel).~lopej 'me PQreft dame,

Not lef3'than her Uly1fes lives t() fame.

Ver.407' Fam'd /fabella! - ] Iiabc?lia, the wife of Fran.
dfeo' Gonzaga, who was general of the .Vene~ans agaimt·

Charles vllI. in aid tJf tDe Genaefe: fue \US daughter to t)le

fuft Hercule~ duke of Ferrara, and fifter to Alphonfo and Hip­
polito, a lady of great qualities and virtue.

POllCACCHI, EUGENjCO.

Ye.:. 410' The land wh*' titu-] lie moons M~
bllik by rAe fairy. Manto, mother of OCllU$" aq:ording to tlJ~

lVords which he puts in the faiq"s mouth, Book xliii. ver. 72~J

in the tale of Adonio t

.La! I, whom men the fairy Mabto call, .
Who founded firfr yon city's mvour'd wall,
Which thou muft oft have heard from flyingfame~

Has fince been Mantua call'd, from Manto's name.
'-Some fatthat this ci~ 'Wa5 fouaded by herfon.
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Of her great things'and many I reveal;
I

Compris'd in little fpace, but more conceaI, 4~O

'Y'hich, when' I le~t the bufy world, and fou,ght

The cavern'd dome, prophetic Merlin taught.

In this vaft ocean £hould my veff'el dare,

Not Tiphys' voyage could with mine compare.

Let this fuffice-what Virtue'can beftow +~5 '
Of good or great; £hall !fabella know.

Nor lefs' her filter Beatrice £hall claim

Each gift that well befits a fifter's name i

Bleft in herfe1f, £hall equal blifs afford

To all arourid, ,but chief her plighted lord; 430

Who, at her death, a fad reverfe £hall know,

. And ijnk from height of blifs to depth of woe:

While £he furvives, Calabria's earls remain

Unquell'd, with Moro and with Sforza gain

Ver~ 424. Nat riphys' 'Voyage -] Tiphys was-pilot of tho

lhip Argo, in which the Atgona~ts f3.iled with JaCon tt) CoI­
chis, for the conqueft of the golden fleece: he was efteemed the
lnoft expert navigator ,of his age.

Ver. 427. Nor IeJs her l!fler Beatrice - ] Beatrice was
daughter of duke' Hercules, wife of Ludovico SfOrza, fur­
named II Mor~ duke of Milan: This lady was a woman of
great fpirit, and interrered, rather more than became herfex, in
matters of government. She died in the year 1476, in child­

bed; and not long after Ludovico loft hill dukedom under
Lewis XU. EtJOENICO.

- - ,6 A dreadfu~
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A..dreadful name, from Hyperborean fnows 4JS
. .

To where remote the gulph of Perfia flows

O'er ruddy fands - from India's furtheft bound

To where your feas in Gades' ftraits refound,

Her death lamented fhall reverfe their fate,

and whelm, with them, in bonds th' Infubrian frate ..

All Italy i~s fufferings fhall deplore, 441

And wifdom, like her own, be feen no more.

Before her birth fhall many a matron claim

With worthno·lefs the like illufrrious name.

Of thefe muft one (a dame rever'd) indore 445

With fairPannonia's-erown her honour'd brows :

And one, when low in earth her frail remains

She leaves behind~ {hall onth' ,Aufonian plains

Amidft the faints with hallow'd rites be plac'd,

Her votive fhrine with gifts and incenfe grac'd. 4S~

The reft 1 pars-though each might fingly afk

The lofty trump, and all the Mufes tafk.

Still in my breaft I bear each generous dame~

Of Conftance', Lucrece'J and Bianca's name i

Ver. 447. Anti one, when I4W in e~h-] Beatrice of EHe,
efteemed a wnt, whofe· body was depofited in the moun­
tains of Padua, in a place called Ganola, four miles from
Efte, where, on the top of a· hill, was a nunnery richly en.
!lowed. POltCACCHJ.

All
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All that through wide Jtalia's ftates fhall !hi~e~ 45$
Mothers ~nd faviours of their noble line~ , . ': :,

Above each favour'd raae thy houfe fhall moft

In female iffUe glorioudnrtune hoail:: "'", -,

Each mother in her fons not hllppier:found,·. .

Than ea~h 'fair cOfJfort in her (poufe tthown~d. ~t,

Behold Richarda, left in widow'd' yoUth•.

Pattern of <>()utage and connubial truth,

Left by her lord in luc~lefs hour behind .

To Fortune'!) trown$~ which oft the virtliQus,firid.

She fees her fQll~.depriv'd of native home) . . 46$

And exU'd far in fo~ign ~ions foam':
~

Left in th~ h~dl of their Wfulting foc.

Till all their wrongs' ~ happy period'know•.

Nor 'midft thtfc heroiner 1- forget: to place

Th' ilJ~ftriousqueen 9f4rragonian fClce; ., 47~

Than
Ver. +61. &hNJ RicllarrJn. -] Thjs Rich~~ mi~

jufily be calle4 an example of fortitlIqe: She waS daughter
()f a II1lQ'quis of Salazw, and wife of Nicholas of Efte: being
left a "'dow, ore f~w d1e mhental1ct of Hetades feit:ed bl
Lionello and Borfo, and her fons expelled, and driyen in fearch
.of fome new efta~? !ill which !he l'Wf'Of1ed .~th .the
Ht1Jloft ~e, Hercll1es retired to the ~ourt of Alpbonfou
Arragon, 4lill bya ~ge offo$U}e m: W3S pu~ in poHouof
~ government•• PORCACCHJ, ,~pG~~ICO~ -, .

Ver.4-70' eni i0o/lrioul queen -] D~ Hercul~ retir-­
~~ to the court of Alphonfo, by hill lirtue and valour gai~

- . . pq
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Than whom, for chafte referve and counfd fage,

None more adorn'd the Greek or Roman page.

Not one fuall more the fmiles of Fortune fee;

She, mpther of a beauteous progeny,

Shall with Aiphonfo give, to bIers the earth, 47 S

Hippolito and !fabella birth:

This Ihall be Leonora - doom'd to twine.

(So Heaven decrees) hClJ' happy branch with thine.

Bow {hall my words !1Jl equal tribute r~ife

To her, thr ne:xi in Qrder, next in praife l 480

Lucretia Borgi~-whQ iij beauty's power,

In virtue, fort~n~, and i~ fame fhall foar

Above her fex - who fpre~ds ~er fofteripg {bade

Like. the.gr~~.n fapling in a fruitful glade.

As drofs to gold, as le!ld ~o fI)ver fhows ; 485

- The field-bred,poppy to the garden rofe;

"J~e willow pale t9 ~ver-v~rdantbays j

Or painted cryftal to ~h¢ qiamond's bl;l7.c:'

to wife Leonora, qaughter of F~ndo king of Nal'les : by her

hellad three children, Hippolito, A.I,phonfr;» and Ifabella, hex:e
.celebrated hy AriQfl:o~

Ver. +8 I • Lucretia Borgia- ] Daughter or Pope Nexan­
.der VI. of the ho~e of Borgia. Her firft hulband was Giov~
Sforza, lor~ ofPifaro; her fecon4 was AIQifio ofArragon,na~
fon of king Alphonfo ; and after his death lhe married Alphonfo
duke ofFerrara. EVGENICO.,. , '. K

4
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Ey'n fo to her, of whom unborn I tell,

Shall·each appear that eife might' moft excel. '....90

or every virtue, whofe tranfcendent fame

Shall grace, alive or dead, her fpodefs name,

Be this the chief, her Hercules to raife

With all her fons to deeds of martial praife ;

To plant the, feeds that future wreaths may yield, 49$

To bind their' brows in council and in field.

Nor muft I here Renata fail to place,

(LlJcretia's near ally'd) of Gallia's race,

Of Lewis born (the twelfth that bears the name)

I And her, of Britanny the lafting fame. ' 500

Each virtue woman ,has been found to know,

Since fire was feen to burn, or ftreams to flow,

Since yon bright olbs have circled roupd the pole,

I fee ~ompris'd in fair :Renata's foul.

Of noble Alda'(Sa~on born) to tell 505

J pars,; no, OR Celano's COU,fltefs dwell:

Vee. 497' ..,.1?enota.,....,. ] LewjsXII. ~rh~came into pofi'er~

fion of the realm of France, having divorced ~is fi#l wife, Wh9
was fJfter to CJ:1¥les ynI. ~ried Anna the daughter ofFrancis
duke of Breta~ne, with a view to gain the hereditary dominions
which that princ~fs held from her f.Lther. Of Lewis and Anna
~ born this Renata, WJ19 was ~u~hter·in-law to Lucreti~

J;lpr~ia, EV~iNJC9
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Bianca fage, 'in Catalonia bred,

The royal offspring of Sicilia's bed;

And lovely Lippa, of Bologna's' ftrain,

With numbers more that yet untold remain: SIO

Forfhould I fingly count their praifes o'er~

I venture on a fea without a fhore.

'Thus to the liftening maid the dame reveal'd

Names yet in Time's remoteft womb conceal'd :

At length arriving where Atlantes made 5 I S
His near abode, her courfe Me1iffa ftay'd;

Nor would fhe further now her way purfue,

But fhunn'd to meet the falfe enchanter's view:

Then having warn'd the dame, and urg'd once more

Her preffing counfe1, urg'd fo oft before, 520

Her leave 1he' took - the martial maid aione

Purfu'd a narrow track her guide had fhown.

Not far fhe rode, when, lo! before her fight

. Appear'd the likenefs of her much-Iov'd knight~

Her dear Rogero, c1os'd in fight between 525

Two mighty giants~ who with dreadful mien

Wield their huge weapons~ while he pants for breath"

And feems juft finkingin the jaws of death.

Soon as the virgin fees fo farely preft

One in whofe form Rogero ftands confeft, 530

Hot

·-"
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Her faith is vanHh'd,. new ftifpicion wakes,

And every late refolve her breait forfakes.

She thinks through hatred to ,Rogero, grown

From fomeftrange caufe, from fomeofFence unknown,

Meliffa thill tmheard,.o( friare had fpread, , 53S

By her, who lov'd ij.im, to behold him dead.

Is that RQgero (to herfelf.fhe cries)

Still at,my heart - and fure before my eyes?

If 'tis not him I fee - if thus deceiv'd".­

Henceforth can aught be known or aught peliev'd ?

,And fhall I (every certain fenfe deny'd) , S4~

Too blindly in another's f~itlJ. confide ~

U nfeen my fyrnpathizing heart can tell~

If near or abfent he I love fo well.

While thus {he thinks, lhe'hear~or {eerns to heaF

Rogero's well-~nownvoice lUfail her ear ; S4~

Imploring help..,...,.. and now {he fee~ him wheeJ

His courfer round, aI)d with the goring ft.eeJ
Urge all his hafte, while e~h giganric foe

. "

As fwift purfues: nor was the virgip now' 5SCf
'1'0 mark their courfe, but urges ~ll her fp~d,

Till at the magic gate fue checks her fteed,

No fooner enter'd, bnt Atlantes' wile

JnTolyes her fenfes in the commo~ guile,

J
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In vahi her feat<:h nowhere, now there, file bendg~ 55 S·
Explore:s each part hew"" and·now~ afcends t:

Nor day, nor,night; her :a.ridous: r.eft {be·rooks
Yet oft the virgin with Ro~ro (poke, ;1­

And oft they met, though J'leithet (ftrange ~ 'ttU)'

';rhe other knew- fo ftrong the magic fpeU r" s&t

Here leave we Bradamant, nor vex thy mind
To leave hel" thtts by fraudful fpeHs co~'d ~ .

When time fhall ferve, behold the charm we break,

And both the love~from their bondage take.

As at the board with plenteous viands grac'd, S6S
Cate after cate allures the fickening tafre ;

So, whileI11Y II;lufe repea.ts )}.er vari~d {hains,

Tale following tale the liftening ear detains.

Full many a thread my bufy fingers weave~

To form the v~rious web my thoughts conceive. 570
Then he~, how drawn from every winter's paft,

JJefore king Agramant the Moorifu hoft

;Pars in review, by different names enroll'd,

And threat with arms the fleur-de-Iys of gold.

From thefe what gallant leaders late were 10ft" 57S

Of lEthiopia, Spain, and Lybia's coaft !

Yer. 561. Here leQ'lJe we Bradnul1It, -] He returns to
J¥adamant, Book xxii. ver. 1+1, ..
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T~re to replace, wi~h all th' unnumber'd train

That breathIers lie on many a well fought plain,

Marfilius calls from Spain his f",bject, powers,

And Agramant from Afric~s diftant fhores~ S8C)

Appoint,ing each, to every ~arfhall'd band, .

,(A~ need requires) new leaders to cOlIlplaDd.

Here ceare, my lord - the tale- aw~ile we clore,

Th' eijf\1ing book ~eir names and order fhows.

iND or THI THU.TIINT H .oo~.

j
I
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THE review of the Pagan forces by Agramant and Marfilil1s t
names and charaCkrs of the feveralleaders. Firft appearance

of Masdri'!.31"!k>, king rL Tartary ; he hears of the defeat of the

two "bands by Orlando, and engages to go in fearCh of that

kn1ght: in his way he meets with Doralis, daughter to the

king of Granada, betrothed to Rodomont; he attacks her
guard, and carries her off by flm:e. In the mean while °Agra_

mant prepares for a general affimlt of Paris: the behaviour of
the emperor Charles upon the occaflOn: GOD commands his
Angel, If'iW!. the afl"Jfiance of Silence, toc.on~ the Cil.riIHIA

:atmy under Rinaldo to the watts of Paris, and bids him fend

Difcord amongft the Pagans. Defcription of the houfe of
Sleep. AgratnaR( begins the affault: the appearance of Rodo­
mont, king of Sarza, who is the firft to win' the works, and
makes a dreadful flaughter of the Chriftians:' the ~t de~

fence made by the befieged. .
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'1 N many a fierce affault 'lind cruel fight';

. When Spain and Afric prov'd with France their

, might,

'Unnum:ber'd warriors pale and breathlefs lay,
. .'

To hungry wolves and, ravenous birds.a prey 1
, , ) ..

·But wh\k tl1e Gallic legions, to their eoft,

The Pagan"s met and mourn'dehe'battle 'laR,

The boaftful.foes, tho\!gh victor's fro~ th,e plain,

More wept their valiant c~iefs and princes Qain~

Su,eh, great Alp~onro, if the verfe may dare'
, . "

'Y'ith prefent times the t~es of old e~mp~re, 1.0

Such was the viCtory .our arms obtain'd,

Due to thy glory, by thy virtues gain'd :

,...... Such
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Such was the naughter, that, fot rolling years,

Muft fill Ravenna's heavy eyes with tears !

When firft the Chriftians in the fanguine field J S
Began before their haughty foes to yield,

Thy conquering. arms oppos'd the Spanifh force,

And check'd their banner in its midmoft courfe i

Whilft thy undaunted youths (a glorious band)

Purfu'd thy fteps, to merit from thy hand 20

That fateful day their great reward to hold,

The golden falchion and the fputs of gold:

Thefe with fuch ardour j~in'd thy arms in fight,

Theyfhar'd each danger, when, withda.untlefs might,

Thy warlike arm ~he golden acorns fhoo~, ~5

IThe yellow and vermilion truncheon broke.
To

By
tilt

-- the go1dm acor1rsjhfJDlr, .
The yelbw and wrmilion truru:heon Imle. ]

Ver. 14. MIfII flU Ruum;uls hefl'lJY eyes with teors I] The
poet here alludes to the liege of Ravenna, held by Marc An­
tonio Colonna for the Pope, and attacked' by M. de Fois,
general of the French army. The capture of this city was
chiefly owing to the valour and conduCl: of Alphonfo of
Efte, though both fides fuffered greatly, and the viCl:ors, as
wen as vanquilhed, had long, reafon to lament the lofs they
fufuUned.

Ver. 22. 'The golden falchion tmJJ the !purs of go"":] Al-
phonfo rewarded the valour of thofe who had fought under
him' with prefents of rich fwords and fpun,' the· ornaments of
knighthood.

Ver_ 25.



13. XIV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 145

To thee, that guard'ft the fleur-de-Iys from fhame,

To thee alone is due the laureWd fame;.

While, fdr his Rome Fabritio fav'd beftows

. Another wreath to deck thy hono~r'd brows: 30

This mighty column of the Roman frate,

By thee fubdu'd, by thee preferv'd from fatej

Gives thee more praife than if thyfingle hand

Had Cl"Ufh'd the numbers of that threatening band

Who with their blood Ravenna's furrows fed, 3$

Or thofe, who trembling from their frandards fled,

'\Vhen nought avail'd to chace th' ignoble fear

Of Arragon, Caftile, and proud Navarre!

the golden acorns the poet means Pope Julius II. who bore an

oak for his arms, and whore power was greatly fuaken by the .
defeat at Ravenna : by the yellow and vermilion truncheon,

faid to be broken, is meant the power of Spain, which received
a greater wound than that of the church: by the fleur-de-Iys is

figured the empire of France, defended by Alphbnfo I. duke of

Ferrara.

Ver. 29. While; for his Rome Fahr'itio !(J'I)'d-) Fabritia
Colonna furrendered himfelf prifoner to .<\lphonfo, on condition

that he might not be given into the hands of his ancient enemies

the French, to which condition Alphonfo agreed, and notwith­

ftanding the moft earneft folicitations from the Freneh, after..

wards generoully gave him his liberty, and rent him fafe to the
Pope. EUGENICO;

. VOL. II. . L Though
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Though many a bleffing from our conq\leO: 6ow'd..

9ur arms fuccefsfullittle joy beftow'd~ 40

Too much we mourn'd our Gallic leader qaip~

And numerous princes lifclefs on the plain;

Who, from beyond where coldt~e Alps ariCe,

Had pafs'd to guard their kingdom~ and allies.

Our weal, our lives, we to our conqueft owe, -4S

Though dearly won-by this full wen we know

The clouds difpers'd, whence Jove prepar'd to fued',

The wintry ftorms on our devoted head.

But ill in joy or feftival we- iliare,

When round we hear the cries of deep defpair, 50'
, From Gallia's widows clad in fable ftole,

Down whofe wan cheek big tear!'> of anguilli rol1.

Now cO,mes the hour when Lewis muft provid~

New leaders his forfak.en troops to guide;

When, to his country's praire, his vengeful hand S5

Shall puniili thofe, whofe facrilegious band

Wives, matrons, daughters durft alike invade, .

The holy brotherhood and cloifter'd maid,

To maJce each filver vafe their impiaus prize,

While caft on earth their great Redeemer lies! 6Q

Ver. 59. 'To moke ead jilver voft-] Alluding to the rapa­
city of fome of the foldiers, who carried off the veffels of the
facrament, and .threw the confecrated wafer on the ground.

UnbleLt
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UnbleA: Ravenna! why the victor's power

Didft thou refiA: ?-Why not, in happier hour,

Rather example take from Brefcia's fate,
•

Than Rimini's and fad Faenza's ftate

Warn, by thy ruin, though -Trivultius Cage, 6,
By Lewis (ent, effay'd with words of age

To rule thy people, and perfuafive tell, .

For crimes like theirs what 'mighty nations felll

/
As 'now our Gallic king, oppreA: with. can;.s,

New leaders for his powers encamp'd prepares J 70

So Spain and Afric's monarchs~ to prov:ide

Such chiefs as beft befit their troops to guide,

From where they. long maintain'd their winter's

poft,

In order fummon1d all the numerous hoft

By fqmtdrons rang'd, t' appoint for every band 75',

Such chofen chieft~ins as the times demand.

Marfilius firft J then Agramant to view

Bids every [quadron pafs in order due.

Before t~e reit the Catalans appear,

And Doriphrebus' waving ~anners rear: Ie

.Then march (no more by Fulvirantes :kd,

Their gallant king by brave B.inaldo c3ead)

L~. Thofc

•
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Thofe of Navarre; the Spanifh king's c~mmand

Commits them now to Ifolero's hand.

Next Balugantes Leon's people leads: 85

Grandonio then Algarbi's troop precedes,

Marfilius' brother: Falfirones arm'd

The lefs Caftile; around his banner fwarm'd

Thofe that with Madaralfo Seville leave,

\ And peopled Malaga; from Gades' wave· 9C>

To where green Cordova her paftures fhQws,

And Betis o'er his flowery border flows•
•

Then Stordilano and Teffira lead,

With Baricondo", numbers that fucceed

In proud array - the firft Granada fway'd; 9S
The fecond Ulifbona's rule obey'd; .

TIie third Majorca held - in blood ally'd,

Teffira reign'd a king when Larbin died.

Galicians came, that, M~ricaldo loft,

On Serpc;ntino fix'd to guide their hoft ; 109

Them Calatrava, and Toledo's bands,

Whofe ftreaming enfign Sinegon's commands

But la,te confefs'd - with all the tribes that lave

In Guadiana's flood or drink his wave,

Ver. 8+. - Ifolero's hand.] Ifolero, a S.panifu knight, one Qt
~ pcrfoDages in Boyardo's poem.

. Whom

I
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Whom Matalifta rt!les-Aftorga's train, lOS

By Bianzardin guided, prefs the plain"

Form'd in one troop-thefe Piaganza yields;

Thofe Salamanca and Paloncia's fields j,

And thofe Avila and Zamora fend:

Beneath one leader all their ranks extend. 110

The Saragozan troops, and houfehold bands

Of king Marfilius' court, Ferrau commands,

All ftrongly arm'd, and well in combat known ~

I-lere Malgarino, Balinverno fhone.

.Here Malzarifes and Morgantes, led 115

By equal fate a foreign foil to tread j

Whom each, of kingdom and of wealth bereav'd,

Marfilius in his regal d<;>me reeeiv'd.

Here Follicones, great Marfilius' fan,

Whofe nre to lawlefs love Almeria won. J 20

There Doricantes, Analardo here;

And Argalifa and Bavartes near.

The noble earl of Sagontino's name,

And Langhil'an efteem'd in fields of fame.

With Archidantes Ammarantes frands; . J 2S

And Malagur, of all the martial bands

Deepvers'din guile--with numbers morewhofepraife

The mufe fuall blaz<?n in recording lays.

L 3 Thefe
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Thefe numbers marfhaIl'd, next in fair review

. The chiefs of Agramant their force~ drew. 130

Oran's huge king appear'd upon the plain,

A giant-leader o'er his vaffal train.

The following fquadron march'd with farrow fill'd

For Martafin, whom Bradamant had kill'd;,

And much they griev'd that ever woman's breath 13S

Should vaunt the king of Garamanta's death.

Marmonda thir~ fends forth her mourning hoft,

In Gafcony their chief Argofto loft :

Thefe leaders llain, king Agramant ~o guide

The widow'd bands would other chiefs provide, 1-1-0

Though few he boafts-at length three names arofe :

He brave Buraldo and Ormida chafe,

With thefe Arganio, whom at utmoft fpeed

He rent, as time requir'd, the troops to lead.

Arganio rules the Libieanian train, I4S

Who wept for fable Dudrinaffo llain.

With eyes caft downward, and with cloudy hue,

Brunella brings his Tingitanian crew: •

'For finee beneath the near o'erfuading wood,

Where on the r~ck Atlantes' caftle ftoad, ISO

He loft to Bradamant the fatal ring,

He liv'd difgrac'd with Afrie's potent king;

And
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And had not Ifolero, who beheld

Brunello bound, to Agrama~t reveai'd

The truth at full, a gibbet had receiv'd ISS .
The wretched culprit, and of life bereav'd.

The king, [0 mercy by their prayers difpos'd,

Re1eas'd the fatal noofe already clos'd J

But folemn vow'd, the next offence he gave,

No plea again his forfeit life fhould fave. 160

Next Farurantea fee! with him a force

JMaurina 'fends of mingled .foot and horfe_

Libanio; near, his new-made king defend,s J

And with him Conftantino's troop attends•

.on him, but late, the crown and golden rod, 165

Which Pinadorus bore, the king beftow'd.

Hefperia.'s nation Soridano leads:

With thofe of Setta Dorilon proceeds.

O'er N afamoni'sPulian's hand prefid~s,

Amonia's train king Agricaltes guides. . 170

Fizana's race Malabuferzo fhows :

The following troOP to Finaducus owes

Its martial difcipline, who brings the bands

From rar Canaria and Morocco's fands. .

Balaftro leads the powers who lately knew J75

Tardocco king-two fquadrons thefe purfuc;

L.of. ·From
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From Mulga and Arzilla-this retains

Its ancient lord; to that no more remains
,

Its leader mourn'd; brave Chorineus try'd,

His ancient friend, the king eleas their guide.

O'er Almanfilla, where Tanfirion reign'd, lSI

Caicus now the kingly power obtain'd :

To Rimedon he gave Galicia's land:

Then Balinfrontes came with Cafca's band.

The ru~e o'er thofe who came.from Bolga's fields

r (Clarindo loft) to Mirabald he yields. 186

Next Baliverfo march'd, and not a name

Of all the throngfo ftain'd the lift of fame.

No nobler banner through the camp was fpread,

Than that which valiant fage Sobrino led;. 190

Through all the hoft could few with him compare,

In tents to counfel, or in fields to dare..

The troops by Gualciouo late difplay'd,

Now Rodomont's imperious rule obey'd;

Of harfe and foot he led united powers, I9S

New rais'd by Agramanr, f~am Afric's fbares.

What time the fun obfcur'd his glorious' light

In dreadful tempefts of furrounding night,

From

Ver. 197. What time the fun obftur'd~] The charaCler
of Rodomont is continued frQm the Orlando Innamorato;

\he.

•
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From mountain billows his affiiCl:ed band,

But three days finee, he fafely brought to land: 200.
No bolder Saracen in all their hoft,

No ftronger warrior Afrie's camp could boaft;

N-or 'midft their eountlefs legions could they fhoW'

TG Chriftian faith a more inveterate foe;

And Paris more his cruel prowefs fear'd~ 20°5

Than all the forces that combin'd ~ppear'd,

By Agramant and by Marfilius led,

Their hoftile banners on our plains t.o fpread.

the features are the fame in both poets, and appear to origi­
nate in the Mezentil1s of Virgil. Boyardo relates, that Ro..;.
domont, after having waited fome days at Algiers for a

fair wind .to embark his troops for F ranee, at length com­

pelled the pilot to leave the port in the middle of the night
with his whole fleet) when he met with a terrible ftorm; and
that while the reft were imploring Heaven for their fafety,
pe vented his fury and impatience in blafphemies, accord-

. ing to what Ariofto fays of him further in this book,

ver.875·
__when others to the fkies

Breath fervent prayers) he God's high power defies.

The fleet having been fome time toft about at the mercy
of the waves, at length made the coaft of France, whe~e the
landing of the troops was for fome time oppofed by the

Chrifrians; till Rodomont, after incredible efforts. of valour,

efFeCt.ed a landing, having firft 10ft numbers by the fea and by
the ~nemy. DRL. INN, J300k ii. C. vi.



,~

15-4- O.R LAN DO FU RIO S o. B...XIV.

Then Prufio, Alvarecchia's king, proceeds:

. Zumara's fovereign, Dardanello, lead! 2IQ

His forces next-fure lucklefs birds of night..

Or crows, or ravens of ill-omen'd flight,

To there from mouldering rOQf or Jonely bower

. Pre[ag'd the chance of fome difaftrous hour!

For Heaven decrees, to-morrow's fatal field 21 5

Shall fee each chief his life in battle yield.

The fquadrons paft, in numerous order train'd..

Save Tremizen and Norway none remain'd:

Of thefe no martial ftandards yet appear'd~

Of thefe no ti?ings in the field were heard. 220

When Agramant awhile in anxious thought

Had wc;igh'd their abfence, to his fight was'brOtf~ht

A fquire, who ferving late (amidft his guard)

The king of Tremizen, the truth declar'd i-

That Manilardo and AI;zirdo queWd, 225

With numbers fiaughter'd prefs'd the fanguine field.

Scarce have I fcap'd by headlong flight (he cry'd);

And had not Fortune turn'd his courfe afide,.

The knight, 0 king! whofe conquering arm alone

O'erthrew thefe troops, had all your camp o'erthrown.

No m<?re can horfe or foot oppofe his'rage 23!

Than goats Of fheep the prowling wolf engage.

Few
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Few days had paft, fince to the Turkifh hoft

A champion came, in arms his country's boaft;

None mightier ftrength or firmer courage knew, 235

And from the weft his glorious birth he drew:

Him Agramant with honours due carefs'd,

The valiant heir of Tartary confeft,

The fon of Agrican, of ftory'd fame,

And Mandricardo his recloubted name. 2+0

His

V er. 2+0. - lWiIndricardo -] This charaaer is a con­
tinuation from Boyardo; he was fon of Agrican king of
Tartary, who laid liege to Albrac<:a for the love of Ange­
lica, and was llain by Orlando. Boyardo gives the follow­
ing extravagant, account, of him.

fhe pride and cruelty of this prince was fuch, that, difdain­
iog to reign over any, but thofe that were {hong and courageous
in battIe, he gave command for all others to be put to death ;
for which caufe his fubje& fled from their country, till the
whole land became almoft a defert: at length an old man had
the courage to remonftrate with him, reprefenting that while
he was thus venting his fury on the innocent, he forgot to
revenge the death of his father Agrican, killed by Orlando.
Mandricardo, ftruck with the reproach, refolved to' go in
fearcb of Orlando.

The manner in which he gained poff'effion of the armour

of HeClor, with the wond~ he met with in at~hieving that
adventure, are thus related in the third Book, and firfi: and
fecond Cantos of Orlando Innamorato.

Having committed the government of his kingdom to

the' care 9£ a vicegerc;nt, hI; fet OU~ one day Qn foot, and
without

I'
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His deeds had through the world diffus'd his praife.;

But one eclips'd each deed of former days;

When

witho~t armour, like a pilgrim, determining to expiate his

negleCt hitherto by the greateft. exertions of valour in en­
countering every difficulty. Thus travelling alone he pair­
ed through Annenia, and came at length to a fountain of
green, blue, red, and yellow marble,. the water of which
was tranfparent as cryfl:al; and near the fountain flood a pa­
vilion, where he immediately entered, with a refolution to feize
by force the firft horfe or armour he lhould find. No per­
fon appeared, but he heard a voice frl>m the fountain that
addreffed him in thefe words: "Sir knight, thou art now
made a prifoner; thy rafh courage has betrayed thee into a
danger from which thou ne\'er car-ttl: efcape." Marldric~o,

without attending to the voice, continued to fearch the pa­
vilion, and found a fuit of complete annour, with the wea­
pons befitting a knight; and foon perceived a horte ready
caparifoned tied to a pine-tree. He immediately put on the
armour, and mounting the horfe, was preparing to depart,
when a fudden fire fprung up which con(umed the pine-tree,
and (preading wider and wider, burnt all the 'trees and
lhrubs, the fountain and pavilion alone remaining unhurt:
this enchanted fire now began to indofe the knight, and at

1aft fcizing on his annour, he felt fuch intolerable heat,
that unable longer to fupport it, he leaped in fury from his
hOrfe, and j:11nniijg to the fountain, plunged himfelf head­
long in the water; but the fire had fuch effect upon his
!Urns and vefture, th~t cuiraCs, helmet, lhield, and every part

of his drefs lhrunk to allies; and he remained naked in tht;
\A/ater, where he foon found himfelf in the embraces of a
beautiful lady, who having. kiffe~ him, told him that he M,S

prifonef
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When at the Syrian fairy's drear abode,

The feat of magic, dauntlefs might he fhow'd,

Amidft

prifoner in the fountain of a fairy,· with Gradaffo, Gryphon,
Aquilant, and many more; but that, if his valour was UIl­

{haken, it refied with him to fet all the knights at liber~

ty. She told him, that near was a frately callie, belonging
to a fairy, in which were prekrved all the arms of Hettor,
except the fword; that after the death of Heaor· (whom
Achilles flew by treachery) the fword, named Durindana,
was taken by Penthelilea, was afterwards pofTefTed by AI­
montes, and then by Orlando. After the defrruaion of
Troy, the armour of Heaor came to lEneas; but lEneas
by misfortune falling into the power of an inhuman king,.
who kept him confined in a fepulchre, he was delivered by
this fairy, who opened the fepulchre, and, as a reward for
the fervice done, demanded thefe arms, which {he had ever
{ince kept by enchantment: the lady concluded her account
by offering to condua the knight where he might prove his
courage in f\.l marvellous an adventure, as to attempt the
conquefl: of Heaor's armour.

Mandricardo, ~pon hearing thi~, declared his refolution
to undertake the adventure; but expre1T'mg fome uneafme{S
at being thus expofed naked, the damfel unbound her hair,
and clafping the knight to her, entirely covered hertelf and
him with her long and beautiful trefTes; and thus, concealed
as with a vei~ they itrued together from the fountain, and en­
tered the pavilion; where having remained fome time, the
knight being afrefu provided by his companion with horte,
armour, and other apparel, and {he mounting on a palfrey,.
they began their journey towards the came of the fairy;

where
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Amidft a [cene, whofe wonders but' to hear, 245

Would ftrike the boldeft heart with chilling fear;

What

where he was Informed that he muft firll enter the lift with
GradafiO, the fairy's champion, before he was admitted to
attempt the conquefl: of the arms.

Mandricardo b~ing arrived at the cafHe, engaged Gra­
d&, and came off viClorious; but the night drawing on,
the'lady told him that he muft defer the furthllr proof of

,bis valour till the morning, as the caille gates would not be

opened. that night: fhe then carried him to the palace of a
lady that inhabited near, and was accuftomed to receive with
hofpitality all knights and damlels that wandered that way.
The lady gave him a courteous welcome; but, klan after his
arrival, her dwelling was attacked by a cruel giant, named
Malaprefa, who was u[ed frequently to molefl: her: Mandri­
cardo engaged with and flew the giant; and after being re­
frdbed with a night's repofe, he and his guide next morning
returned to the caftle of the fairy, where the enchanted arms
were kept.

'The knight and his companion having reached the caftle,
ftOW paWed the bridge, and enter~ at the gate without mo­
leR:ation: here, as Coon as any knight had pa1fed the threlhold,
'he was fworn upon the faith of knighthood to touch with
his fword the fhield of HeCtor; which fhield, of a bright
azure colour, was placed in the middle of a fpacious court,

•fupported by a golden pillar, on which were thefe words;
'" Do not prefumeto touch this fhield, unlefs thou art an­
other,' HeClor; fur he who fiill bore this fhield had not his

equal in the world."
The damfel here alighted from her palfrey, and bowed

herfelf
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What time he won the cuirafs, which of yore

In field3 of battle Trojan HeB:or wore.

This

herfelf with great reverence to the earth; and Mandricardo
doing the fame by her example, adv-dllced, without meetipg
with any refiftanee, to the middle of the court; where, draw­
ing his {word, he lighty touched the bofs of the {hieId, ancl
immediately a violent earthquake {hook the building, ac­
companied 'with mofr dreadful thuRder, as if the world was

haftening to its final diffolution; :i fecret portal, called the
gate of the treafure, flew open, and difcovered a field of
corn, the blade and ears of which were of gold; but the
portal of the eafr, by which they had entered, fuddenly dored.
The damfel than addrefTed him thus: " Mofr noble and va­
liant knight! no one muft ever hope to efcape from this plac~

unlefs he fird {hall mow the field of corn, and tear up by the
roots that fpreading tree, which you fee placed in the middle of
the field." She had no rooner ended thefe w~rds, but 'Man­
dricardo entered the field with his fword in hand, and be­
gan to cut the corn, when a ftrange enchantment followed:
every ear that fell to the ground became alive, and was im­
medifltely changed into the form of fome fierce and dread­
ful animal; a lion, a tiger, or wild boar, and attacked the.
knight; Mandricardo exerted his utmoft valour, but his;..
ftrength, incredible' as it was, muft have been at length ex­
haufled in fuch a confliCt, his enemies continuall'y increar.
ing as the ears fell: at length, ftooping down, he took a.
frone in his hand, which frane was enchanted, though tae
virtue was unknown to him; he caft this among the army
of beafts, and immediately they attacked each other with great
fury, and in a few hours the knight beheld his formidable af­
failants fiain by themfelves.
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This chief the fquire'sunwelcome tidings heard;

And, fir'd with rage, his haughty vitage rear'd ; °250

Refolv'd

Mandricardo then prepared to purfue the adventure, and
root up the tree that had a thoufand branches) every branch

covered with bloff'oms:" he grafped the tr~ and endea­
voured, with all his forc~ to tear it from the ground; while,
as he fuook i~ the leaves and bloffoms fell in great abun­
dance round him) an~as" they fell, changed into every fpe­
cies of ravenous birds) ravens) falcons) vulturcSt and eagles:
all which affailed the knight) and,. notwithftanding he was
covered and defended by his armour) -fo much molefted hilIlt
that it was long before he could, with bis utmoft efforts, put
an end to his labour. At length) "redoul1ling his force) he tore
the tree up by the roots, and fuddenly a loud thunder was agairl
he~d) and a rufuing wind arofe that beat all his feathered ene­
mies to the grOl:lnd. Turpin relates that the wind iffued from
the womb of the earth) where the root was buried) and that pon­

derous ftones were hurled alof~ as if caft from an engine. The
champion then caft his eyes down) and beheld an enormous
ferpent iffuing from this fubterraneous cave with one head.
but branching into ten difiinCl: bodies. Mandricardo) eager
to put a fpeedy end to the adventure, attacked the ferpent
with his fword, and aimed a ftroke at his head; but the
realeSt which were impenetrable) defeated his intent. The
monfter then leaped" upon the knigh~ and winding two of
his tails round the champion's legSt others round his body)
and others round his armSt drew him forcibly to the ~
and fixing his teeth in Mandricardo's fi~ began to crufu

his armour like fome brittle fubfiance. The knigh~ exerting
all his remaining fireng~ firuggling with the monftef,
at laft fell with hi.m into the cave) and by good fortune

falling

-- ~
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Refolv'd at b~ce the knight unknown to find, .

But kept his purpofe fecret in,his mind,·

\Vhate'er

falling with all his weight upon the ferpent's head, cru!hed
him to death in an inftant.

The {erpent being dead, the knight examined. the cave on all
fides, and by the light of a carbuncle difcovered it to be a fepul­
chre cut out of a rock, covered over and adorned with coral,
amber, mver, and gold. In the middle appeared a kind of tomb
of poli!hed.ivory, fupported by a gold and azure dragon: on the
tomb appeared to lie an armed knight, but, upon nearer infpec­
tion, inftead of a body was depofited the empty armour: this'
was the armour fo celebra~d of Het1:or, but without the fhield
or fword: the firft, as has been related, was fufpended to the
golden pillar in the court of the caftle, and the laft was in the
hands of Orlando: thefe arms were of moft ineftimable value,
adorned with pearls and emeralds, and in the front of the helmet
,was the large carbuncle which gave light to all that gloomy ha­
bitation.

While ,Mandricardo was gazing with admiration on thefe
unparalleled arijls, he heard a noife behind him; when fuddenly
a gate opened, and many damfels iffuing forth with inftruments
of various forts, congratulated the warrior in fongs and dances
for the great viCl:ory which he had obtained; and having fini1hed
their fongs and dances, fell on their knees before him. Then
one of them rifing gave the knight infinite praifes for the at­
chievement of fo perilous an adventure; and two other damfels,
having difarmed him, led him out of the cave; then covering
him with a mantle of fine fUk, and fcenting him with the moil:
exquifite perfumes, they refumed their fongs and dances, an!!

VOL. II. M reconduCl:ed



16~ 0 R LAN D 0 FUR lOS O. B. XIV..

,\Vhate'er the caufe-perchance he fear'd his thought

Difc1os'd, in others like defign had w~ought.

He

reconduaed him by a furir.;.cafe of marble into the'~
where the lhield of HeCtor was fufpended in the court; arid
here he found a great number of knights and ladies afi"embled,
who, as fuon as Mandrieardo appeared, paid every honoUt to
him as to a prince. In the tnidft of this company, on a ricli
throne, fate the fairy; who calling the viCtor before her; (POD
to him thus: "Sir knight, thou haft: this day WOll a treafute

that has not its equal in the world; hut as it behoves thee to

add to there arms the fword, thot:l mufi: here fwear to me upon
thy faith, that thou wilt by force take from the earl Orlando
the enchanted fwordDurindana, formerly the property of

HeCl:or; and know, that till thou haft at'cmeved this adven­

ture, thou lhalt not wear by thy fide any other weapon, or
place the regal crOWn on thy head: but take heed never to be
deprived of th~ mver eagle painted on that glorious lhield; fot
remember that,· in poffeffing thefe arms and that device, thou

haft the nohieft treafure that ever recompenfed the valour of a
knight."

King Mandricardo then, making a low obeifance·to the fairy,
pledged the oath impofed upon him;- and immediately the dam­
kls, in her prefence, budded on him the famous armour :

the knight, being completely armed, took leave of the fairy,
having thus diffolved the enchantment by which many lords and
knights had been fo long detained, among whom were Ifolero

the Spanilh kriight, king Gradaffo, young Gryphon, and his

brother Aquilant. Gradafi"o and Mandricardo departed toge­
ther from the eaftle of the fairy) and performed many and great

, exploits
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He bade to afk the fquire, what veftments o'er 255'
His mailed arms the dreaded champion bore i

J'o this he anfwer'd-Black his mournful veft,

Black V9'as ~is fhield, and unadom'd his creft :

And true he fpoke, far with dejected mind,

Orlando left his blazan'd fhield behind, 260

.
exploits before they atrived in France." OR.L. INN. Book iii.
c. i. ii.

This adventure of Mandricardo exhibits one of the moft ro­
mantic ftones of chivalry, at the fame time attended with many
circumfta1'l.ces that fpeak: ftrongly to the imagination: it is
to-be ob£erv.d; that although Ariofto has taken up the general
ftory of Boyardo, and continued the fame charaaers, yet he has
no fienon fo out of nature in all his poem, unlefs we except
the battle between Aftolpho and Orilo (Book xv.) which is
not of his own invention, but taken up and continued from

Boyardo.
In the Fairy Qlleen is a pafrage not unlike that part of

Hoyarda, where Mandricardo is burnt with thCf enchanted
fire, and leaps into the fountain. PYrrochles, having been
engaged with Furor, contrach an inward heat that feems to
prey upon his vitals) and feeks relief by plunging into the
water.

- to the flood he came,
There 'without ftop or ftay he fiercely leapt,
And deep himfelf beducked in the fame.

I burn, I burn, I burn! then loud he cry'd,
o how I burn with implacable fire !
Yet nougfit can quench my inly flaming fide, &c.

, ;F AIR. Y (trEEN, B. ii. c. v.

M 2 That
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That by his outward garb might frand reveal'd

The hidden forrows which his breaft conceal'd.

To Mandricardo late a beauteous freed

The king Marfilius gave, of generous breed;

His colour bay, but black his feet and mane, !l6S

His dam of Friza, and his fire of Spain.

This Mandricardo, lheath'd in freel, befrrode,

And fpurr'd impetuous o'er the field, and vow'd

To view the camp no more, till he furvey'd

The unknown knight in fable arms array'd. 270

. Soon many a wretch he met, that fmit with dread

From fierce Orlando's prowefs trembling fled:

One mourn'd a fon's, and one a brother's death,

Before their eyes depriv'd of vital breath: .

Speechlefs and pale around the plain they rov'd, 275

While every face their daftard terrors prov'd.

Ere far he pafs'd, he came where he beheld

A dreadful field with fanguine torrents fwell'd,

And mingled carnage, where too plain appear'd

What Agramant fo late with anguifh heard. !l80

The warrior caft his angry eyes around,

Survey'd the. Gain, and meafur'd every wound

With greedy gaze, while envy rent his breaft,

To fee fuch numbers by one hand oppreft.

As
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As when a wolf or maftiff gains the field~ . 285

Where fturdy hinds.the labouring ox have kill'd~

When dogs and fowls have rent the flefh away~

And only left the fragments of their prey~

The hoofs and hide: the longing beaft in vain

Beholds the fpoils : Thus on the reeking plain 290

The cruel Pagan ftood~ and curs'd his fate~

That brought him to the feaft of death fo late.

That day and half the next, in eager thought,

Enquiring oft~ the fable knight he fought:

When, 10! he view'd a meadow, crown',d with fuade,

Where a deepftream with circling waters ftray'd: 296

Thus fair C?tricoli the Tyber laves,

And near inclofes with circumfluent waves.

To guard the narrow pafs, a numerous band

Of hardy warriors, clad in armour, ftand.

The Pagan afks what chief had thither fent

So ftrong a force, and what the concourfe meant?

To him their leader fcorn'd not to reply,

Mov'd with his lordly fpeech j whofe prefence high,

"And arms enrich'd with gold and gems, proclaim 305
Some mighty warrior, not unknown to fame.

Sent

Ver. 297. rhus fair Otricoli the Tyber laver,] A piece or
land near Rome, where the Tyber winding forms a peninfula.

Ver. 3°5. .And arms (TIrich'd with gold and gtmS, -] Boy-
M 3 ardo



Sent by our 'lord (he cry'd) we hither bring

The royal daughter of Granada's king;

166 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XIV.

Whom
ardo gives a moft fplendid defcription of there arms ~f Hec­

tor, in the adventure related in the former note: the words
ofBemi are,

F orbite eran quell' armi lumin~e,
Ch'el occhio a pena foi"r~ di vederle,
Fregiate d'oro, e pietre preziofe,
Di rubini, emeraldi, e grofTe perle.
Mandricardo Ie voglie avea bramofe,
E' mill' anni gli pare indoll"o ave~le :
Se Ie volge per man, Ii meraviglia,
Ma fopra tutto all'elmo alza la ciglia.

In cima all'elmo, d'oro era un lione.
Ch'un breve avea d'argento in una zampa,
Di fotto a lui pur d'oro era il torchione,
Con vente rei formagli d'una ftampa ;
Nell'mezzo della fronte era'il.carbone,
Ch'a guifa rilucca di chiara lampa,
Faceva Iume, com' efua natura,
Per ogni canto della grotta feura.

ORL. INN. Lib. iii. c. ii.
Thefe glorious arms were polilh'd beamy bright,
That fcarce the eyes could bear the flafuing light,
Bedeck'd with gold and many a coftly ftone,
Where rubies, mix'd with pearls and emerald&, 1hone.
Fierce Mandrieardo with impatience glow'd

To feel his limbs fuftain'the radiant load.
I

He turn'd the ponderous mail with looks amaz'd,
But on the helmet chief in rapture pz'd:

A golden lion, on the creft difpos'd,

A. fdver label in his paw inc1os'd :
Beneath
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w~ now, tho' fc~rce the tidings yet have {pread,

He gives to bIefs the kipg of Sarza's· bed. 310

• RODOMONT. When

Beneath the creft wai feeo a wreath of gold,
Enrich'd with fparlcling ftuds of femblant mold.
Full in the front the carbuncle appear'd,
-Whofe ruddy blaze the lonely dwelling chear'd,
And (fuch its wondrous kind) a light difplay'd,
That pierc'd the murky grotto's difmal iliade._

« In this manner (fays Mr. Upton) Sir Triftram feeds his
eyes with the bright fpoils and goodly armour of a dead knight,

handling them and turning them a thoufand ways.

But T riftram then difpoiling that dead knight
Of all thofe goodly implements of praife,

Long fed his greedy eyes with the fair fight
Of the bright metal {hining like fun rays,

Handling and turWpg thc;m a thoufand ways, &c.
FA'-IRY QyEEN, B. vi. c. ii.

" It feems to me that Mr.. Pope, when he tran1lated. that
beautiful pafrage in Homer, where Thetis brings to her fon his

arms, juft as they ca~e from the forge of Vulean, had his eye
on this paffage of Spenfer, for he ufes his words: the verfes are

very harmoniou~ and well worth tranfcribing. .

Then drops the ra,diant burthen on the ground,
Clang the ftrong arms, and ring the (hores around :

Back thrink the Myrmidons with dread furprize,
And from the broad effulgence tum their c:yes ;
Unmov'd the hero kindles at the (how;
And feels with rage divine his bofom glow:

He turns the ra,diant gift, and feeds his mind
On all th' immortal artift had defign'd.

ILIAD xix. ver. 15·

M"" This
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When evening cafts her welcome filadows round,

And grafshoppers furceafe their grating found,

We to her fire encamp'd {hall lead the maid;

Meanwhile {he lies repos'd in yonder {hade.

But he; whofe daring heart the world defpis'd, 315

Refolv'd to prove how far thefe warriors priz'd

Their fovereign's treafure j if their force avail'd

To guard their miftrefs, or in combat fail'd.

He thus-The virgin doubtlefs th¢n is fair;

Fain would I view the charge that claims your care;

Lead me to her, or here the dame convey, 321

For hafte forbid,sme lon~er to delay.

This palfage in Homer has been borrowed by Virgil, where

V em~s is in like t;nanner introduced bringing armour to he..
{on.

lIle dea: donis et ta,nto ~tus honore,

Expleri nequit, atque oculos per fioguIa volvit,
Miraturque, interque manus et brachia verfat

Terr~bilem crifiis galeam, flammafque vomentem,

Fatiferum~ue enfetlh lorjcam ex a:re rigentem,
Sanguineam, ingentem.- lEN. Lib. viii.

Proud of the gift, he roU'd his greedy fight
Arol1T!q the work, and &az'd with vafi delight:

He lifts, tIe turns, he poifes, and admires

The crefied helm, that vomits radiant fires,
His hands the fatal fword and cornet hold j

One keen with temper'd freel, one fiifF with gold i

Both ample, flaming both, and beamy bri~ht-

DRYDl!N, v. 819'

What
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What madnefs has thy better thoughts mined?­

Granada's captain faid-nor further faid:

The Tartar plac'd his eager fpear in reft, 325

Which furious rufh'd againft the fpeaker's breaft:

Before the ftroke the fhatter'd cuirafs flies,

And, ftretch'd on earth, a life1efs corfe he lies.

The fan of Agrican his fpear regain'd,

Nor other weapon in t~e field fuftain'd: 330

No fword nor mace he held: that fated hour,

When, won by conqueft, Hector's arms he bore,

The fword he ,mifs'd, and vow'd that never blade

Should grace his fide (nor vain the vow he made)

Save Durindana, by Almontes borne, 335

Orlando's now, and once by Hector worn.

Great was the courage of the. Tartar knight,

On fuch unequal terms to wage the fight.

Who dares difpute my pafs ? (enrag'd he cries)

And with couch'd fpear amid their battle flies. 340

This drew the fword, that plac'd the lance in reft,

And round him clofe the furious numbers prefs'd.

In heaps they fell-at length the javelin broke,

The broken· truncheon in each ha'nd he took.

As Hebrew Sampfon, wie1dingin his hand 345

The fatal jaw, o'erthrew the hoftile band

Of
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Of ftern PhiliftiMs.-fhields and helniets fly ;

And oft at once the borfe and horfeman die.

To death t]lefe wrcrtches run with headlong P3C!f,

Nor thaugh one falls, another fhuns his plu:e. 35e
Lefs hard it feem'd to yield their vital breath,

Than thus to perifh by fo ftrange a death:

Nor coul9. they bear beneath a fplinter'd (pear

To fall, andJofe whate~er in life was dear;

To perifh thus like frogs or hiffing (nakes, 3SS

In reedy marfhes or entangled brakes.

But fince, by fatal coft, too well they fi~d

That cruel frill is death of every kind,

Two'thirds already kiIl'd, the' remnant-train

Attempt to '[cape in [afety from the plain: 360

But the fierce Saracen their flight withft{)od,

And frill infatiate, thirfting ftill for blood,

Difdain'd that one amidft the tre~bling band

Should 'fcape with life from his deftroying hand.

As in the' open fields, or funny meads, 365

The brittle ftubble and the fpiky reeds

Refift but little, when the wary hind

Kindles the flame, to which the northern wind

Gives double force, till wide around it preys,

And all the furrows crackle in the blaze: 370

So
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So thefe alike iAvain defence, engage

With haughty Mandricardo's dreadful rage.

SOOIl as the paffage freed the champion view'd,

Where late the centry to defend it ftood,

Amid the new-worn path, with eager tread, 375
He prefs'd the turf, by founds of forrow led

And loud laments, to judge how truly Fame

Had rais'd the beauties of Granada's dame.

Where the ftream winding gave the Pagan way

He pafs'd, while round him fiaughter'd warriors Ia.y.;

Till 'midft themead his matchlefs prize he found, 381

The gentle DoraEs, with beauty crown'd; -

So was fhe nam'd-beneath its ancient fhad.e

An oak's rough trunk fuftain'dthe trembling maid.

Her tears, like fprings that unexhaufted floW, , 385

Fell trickling qown, and ftain'd her breafl: of fnow;

And on her features plain reveal'd appear'd,

She wept for others, for herfelf fhe fear'd.

Her fears redoubled, when the knight fhe view'd

With vifage ftern, and arms with bloOd bedew'd, 390

Blood of her friends: her wailings rent the &y ;

Her fad attendants join'd the piercing, cry ;

Whom, added to her train, a parent's care

Had round h~r plac'd, to teBd t:he royal fair;

Sage
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Sage matrons, {quire's, and dames (a. chofen band)

The beft ana faireft of Granada's land. . 396

Soon' as the Tartar prince that face beheld,

Whofe charms the brighteft charms ofSpain excell'd;

That ev'n in grief can {pread the flame of Love;

(How muft'Ihe then in joy each bofom move!) 400

He conquers but to yield: enrapt he ftands

A wi,l1ing prifoner in his captive's hands.

Yet would he not fo far her empire own,

To yield his right in arms fo lately won.

Tho' loft in woe, he hopes by love's foft wiles 405

To change her grief to joy, her tears to fmiles.

Then on a milk-white fteed without delay

He feats the damfel, to purfue his way:

But firft, in 'gentle words, he bids adieu

To dames, to fquires, and all, the weeping crew. 410

Henceforth in me will be her guard (he cries) ;

I Ihall, her' [quire, her lord, her mate, fuffice

At every need"';"my friends, farewell !-They hear,

¥d helplefs part with many a figh and tear. 414­

What grief, what angui1h (to themfelves they faid)

Will pierce her father:'s ,foul,! .What thoughts invade

Her confort's breafr·! .What vengeance iliall alfuage

~is cruel pangs, -and; (ate his dreadful rage!

Why
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Why comes he not at this difaftrous hour?

O! were he here, from yon Barbarian power, 4~O

Ere yet too late, to fave from foul difgrace

Th' illuftrious blood of Stordilano's race!

The Tartar, happy in his prize obtain'd,

A prize by fortune and by valour gain'd,

Abates the fpeed, with which fo late he prefs'd 4ZS

T' o'ertake the champion of the fable veft.

By flow decrees his former zeal declin'd,

Far other thoughts revolving in his mind,

To reach fome kind retreat, and eafe the fmart

His youthful bofom felt from Cupid's dart. 430

MeantIme he foothes his fair-one's grief and fears,

Whofe cheeks and lovely eyes are wet with tears :

Full oft he feigns, and vows her beauty's fame

Long in his foul had fed the growing flame:

That, for her fake, he left his realm and crown, 435

Whofe rule extends to lands of far renown,

Not to contemplate France or Spain (he cries)

But the foft beauties of her beaming eyes. J

If love unfeign'd may ever hope to prove

The virgin's fmiles-I merit then your love: 440

If high defcent-who nobler can afpire ?

I boaft the mighty Agrican my fire:

If
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If wealth or power-what name exceeds my own?

In empire I fubmit to GOD alon~:

If valour--weU my deeds to-day declare 44S

My valour pleads my title to the fair~

Thefe WOtd9~ and many more which' LOve had

~ taught~

In Dbrali9, with fdft perfualion, wrought

A gentle change, till freed from former fear,

With lefs refttaint fue feem'd his fuit to hear·; 450

When yielding by degrees, and courteous grown,

She gi-ves him anfWers iri a milder tone;

Nor on his- face difdains fometimes to heRd

.Her languid eyes, where pity feems to blend

With young defire: The Pagan· hence, whofe heart

Had oft co'nfefs'd the painful, pleafing [mart, 456

Drew c;;ettain omens that the beauteous dame

Would nOt: for ever fcorn his amorous flame.

Thus journeying on, in thought elate and gayj

With Doraiis, companion of his way, 460

The hour advanc'd, when {rien.dly night prepares

.Its balmy reB: to banifh mortal cares:

Now haIr cOnceal'd the finking fun he views,

And with redoubled hafte his couffe purfues,

Till diftant founds· of ruftic pipes he h:ears, 465

And curling fmoke from village foofs appears:

There
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There harmiers fhepherds hold their humble feat,

No fumptuous dwelling, bUt a calm retreat.

Th~ mafttr of the herds with fimple grace

Welcom'd the knight and damfd to the place j 47g

Who pIeas'd his welcome heard: for no'talone

In towns and courts ate courteous manners known i

Full oft in wilds, beneath the lonely fhed

Of Nature's fO'ns, are facial virtues bred.

What pafs'd beneath the night's all-covering 1Radc

Between the Tartar prince and blooming maid 476

I dare not now reveal-let each furmife

Thofe truths which here we veil from vulgar eyes:

Yet either feem'd all difference to compofe,

For light and blithfome with the morn they rofe : 480

And Doralis her grateful thanks exprefs'd

To him, whofe roof receiv'd her for his gueft..

Thence, roving on, from place to place they ftray'd ;

At length they came, where near a bowery fhade,

Toteach the fea,. with filent courfe and now, 485

A river fiow'd, yet fcarcely feem'd t<Yftow ~ ,

So clear, fo pure the Iheam, the fands fo bright;

The channel lay re~eal'd to every fight.

Here in cool fhelter, on the' banks reclin'd,

Two warriors and a dame unknown they find. 490

Ver. 490. 'TWfJ warrilJrs a-zd /I dame--] He purfues this
fiery, Book xxiii. ver. 518.

S T~
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The genius that forbids me to purfue

One path unchang'd, here leads my fteps anew

To where the Moors their thoufand banners rear..

(With !houts and clamours deafening Gallia's ear)

Round the high tent, where king Troyano's fon 495

With haughty pride defies th' Imperial throne:

Where Sarza's • monarch threats to wrap inflame

Fair Paris' walls, and raze the Roman name.

Now heard king Agramant that England's powers

Had pall: the narrow [eas from Britain's fuores: 500

Marfilius, Garbo's ancient king, and all

The Pagan leaders, at the herald's call

In council meet; and in one voice unite,

,Againft the walls to bend their ftrongeft might:

For well they knew that Paris ne'er would yield, 505

When once th' expected aids had reach'd the field.

U nnumber'd fcaling-Iadders they prepare,

And every engine of befieging war.

Ab.ove the reft the king unweary'd goes,

The fira and [econd fquadron to difpofe : 510

Himfelf refolves with thefe th' affault to make,

And every toil and danger to partake.

Ere yet th' afrault began, the Chriftian lord

In Paris' walls with holy rites implor'd

• RODOMONT.

Ver. 5I3. Ere yet th' qJJault began,-] The a& of de·
vorian
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Th' offendedpowers ; .and rang'd in meet array 5 I S
The priefts and brethren, fable, white, and grey,

Sung fervent hymns; wMle'thofe repentant bands,

By pure confeffion fnatch'd from Stygian hands,

In'bleft communion join'd the dear repaft,

As if th' enfuirig morn were doom1d their laft. 52.0

Th' Imperial chief, on pious aCts intent,

By peers and fenators furrounded, went,

By knights and princes, to the loftieft fane,

Himfe1f th' example to his fubjeCt train;

There, with clafp'd hands, and eyes to Heaven ad..

dreft, S2S.
He pray'd-O God! though fins pollute my breaft,

Yet let not thefe for prefent vengeance call,

Left, through my guilt, thy faithful people fall.

If 'tis decreed that thy Almighty hand

Muft deal thofe fuff.erings which our crimes demand,

votion here defcribed to be exercifed by the Chrif1:ian leader, ap­
,pear to be imitated by Taff'o, particularly in the folemn prac:ef~

fion at the beginning of the eleventh book, which is perhaps one
of the finef1: paffilges in the Jerufalem Delivered.

Ver. 516. ~ fable, white; and grey,] Milton, ill his
Limbo of Vanity, «Black, white, and grey."

YOLo II. At
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At leaft awhile thy righteous ire foregoj 53 t

Nor let thine enemies inaia the blow.

Should thefe fubdue us, while we bo~ the grace

Of Chriftian faith, efteem'd thy favour'd racea

The Heathen world that puwer may ufelefs call 53!
:Which lets its votaries unaided fall :

For one that now rejefu tby hallow'd, name,
Behold a hundred then thy faith difclain\ 1

So Babel's laws o'er all mankind 1hall fpreadJ

And pute Religion hide her facted head. 540

Preferve thy chofen flock -lo! thefe the bands

That freed thy fepulchre from imp~us hands:

t.o! thefe the chiefs that oft have ftood prepv'd

Thy blamelefs paftors and thy Church to guard.

Too well we fe!=l, when we (or.mercy pray, 54S
Againft our faults how light 'Our merits weigh:

But let thy grace our deep contrition wake,

OUf fouls will foon a fecond nature take:

Nor can we doubt thy faving help to find,

Thy help fo oft beftow'd 08 loft: mankind. SSCJ

- So fpoke the prince devout, and meekly pour'd

His fervid vows to Heaven's eternal Lord,

Wi~h heart-felt anguifb, fuch as well became

Himfelf, his danger, and his regal name.

. Nor
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Nor VIas his humble fuit in vain aetd·l'eft., SH
The guardian Angel; in his feats of reft,

keceives the prayer, then [preads his hallow·d win,gs,

And to his Saviour's ear the offering brings.

Unnumber'd vows that inftant thus. pre(etr'd

By thofe bleft fpirits, Heaven's Eternal heard: 560

At this the fouls in endlefs blifs above,

With featureS blending pity, peace, and love,

All

Ver. 556•. l'hf gfl4rfijan .tfngel,-] Not unlike tW!$ pa1fage
is the beginning of BQOk xi. Paradife Loti, where Milton repre­
fents our firft parents addrefting their fuppli<;ations ~ Heaven
~r the fall.

,_ To Heaven their pta1ers
Flew up, nor mifs'd the way, by envious winds
Blown vagabond or fruftrate: in they pars'd
Dimenfionlefs throu&h heav'nly doors; then c1~

With incenfe, where the golden altar fum'd,
By their great Interce1I'or, came in fight,
Before the Father's throne, them the glad Son
Prefentipg --

Ver. 561. At this the fouls in endlcfi hliJs ilhlJ'lJl,] Ariof\o men,­
tions the compaffion of tbe bleRed faints and angels for the fuf..
ferings of man.

- Come gli afcoltar I'anime fante,
Depinte di pieta il vuo pio,
Tutti miraro il fempeterno amante, &c.

Milton, in like manner, reprefents the angels as {ympathit.ing
with the miferiei of m2nkind at the fall. .~

_ Soon as th' unwelcome news :
From earth aniv'G at Heaven gate, difpleas'd~,
. N2·.N1
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All tum'd ~o him" the fouree of e~dlefs grace,

With one r~queft to fave the Chriftian race.

t The GQOdne.fs Infinite, whofe,ear to gain 565

The upright heart has never pray'd in vain,

Caft round his pitying eye, andwith his hand

Call'd faithful Michael from th' Angelic band;

Then thus h~ fpoke-Go! feek. the Chriftian power

With frienpJy ye1fels brought from England's {hore;

Lead

All wer'e 'who heard, dim (adnefi. did not fpare .
That time celefrialvifages, yet rnix:'d
With pity, violated not their blifs. '

PAR. LOST) B. x. V.21.

Ver. 569. - Go! /eek the OJr!liicm power] The whole con­
duel: of this admirable machine has' been greatly extolled by
Dryden in the following paIrage of the notes to' his tranlIation
of Virgil. "The only beautiful machine which I remember
in the modern poets, is in Ariofro) where GOD commands St.
Michael to take fare that Paris, then beliegcd by the Saracen~

fho\.1ld be fJccoured by Rinaldo. IIi order to thi,s; he enjoins
the Archangel to find Silence and Difcord. The firft to con.
·dua the Chrifrian army to relieve the town, with Co much Cuc­
'cefs, that their march lhould not not be diCcovered;the latter
to enter the camp of the Infidels, and there to fow dilIention
among the principal commanders. The heavenly melIenger takes
his way to an ancient monafrery, not doubting there to find Silence
in her * primitive abode; but infread of Silence finds Difcord:

'the Monks, being divided into faCtions, abQut the choice of
fome new officer, were at fuic;and fuee with their drawn
knives. The fatire needs no explanation. And here it may be
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Lead there to Paris from the dift~mt coaft, 571

Unheard, unnotic'd, by the Pagan haft.

Find. Silence firft - command him to" prepare

Whate'er befits with thee the tatk to 1hare-

Such is my will- then feek a different road, 57 S

Where in her cavern Difcord makes abode:

Bid her with fpe~d her ftee! and Jewel take,

And in the Moori!h camp new' flames awake;

-,Amongft the .chie.fs for mightieft prow-efs known.,

Let every' feed of wild deba.te be' fown j 580

L~t war inteftine, mutual death fucceed,

Let"forhe be captives,.fome in combat"bleed,

And fome, in rage, felf-exil'd from the hoft,

Their fovereign leave to mourn his champions loft.

"' He faid: The bleffed Angel nought replies, 58S

.But fwife t' obey his heavenly Maker flies:

alfo qbferved, that ambition, jealoufy, and worldly intereft, and
point of hOnour, had made variance both in the :cloifter and the
camp; and ftria: dif£ipline had done the wo.rk of Silenc;c1 in
conduCting the Chriftian armyto fu.rprife the Turks."

Note to ivth Georgie, v. 660.

Vcr. 585..... the hk.Jfid Angel-] The Italian has. - 61­
nedetto (QllgeJ - bleffedbird .....- an expreffion. not to be: ha­

zard~ in Englifh\ and whi<;h. feems reprehenfible in any lav.~

~uage. So Dante .
- A\lgel divino - ..

PA1\AD. C. ii.

:N 3 Where'er
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Where'er his conrre the radiant erivoy {hoerst

The clouds difperfe~ the troul>led ether clears :

And round him plays a circling blaze of light,

Such aIi-when meteors ftream~thro' duiky night. 590
, While frill he ponder!> in his zealous mind

Where beft this enemy of fpeech to find,

At length he deems that Silence fure may.dwell

With monks and ~bbotS in the tloifter'd cell,

Th1: church's hallow'd walls! 'fihere never ear 595
Might other found than chantedpfaltm heM:

Where, fed with llender meals; each quiet~

Where every rOOln infcrib'd the nama of Silence

1 keep~.

To meet him there he tertQin hope a1l'umtl)

And moves with [peed increas'd his golden plttmes J

Nor him alone, but there expects to find 60.

·Fair Peace and Charity together join'd.

·No Silence there he found~ he view'd alone

His name enroIl'd, himfelf no longer known :

·Nor Peace, nor Charity was thereto fee, 6o!
· Nor Love, nor Faith, nor meek Humility;

· There held dicir dation there in days of yore,

·But now~ long linee expell'd, are feen no more.

For thefe~ Wrath, Av~rice) Gluttoay, and Pride,

S1oth~Cruelty)and Envy there refide. 610

Tbc
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The Angel, $ond,'ring at a fight fa new,

Saw Difcord foon amidft the brutal crew,

Her, in whore fearch he meant, at Heaven's commane,l

T" explore Avernus' ever mournful {hand j

And I? ! he finds her now (mcA: ft~ange to tell) 61 J
MidO: prayers and mafres ill this earthly hell.,
.He knew her by the vefture's hundred dyes,

o£ lifts unnumber'd of unequal fize,

Which rent in fl1reds, but ill thofe limbs conceal'd'

:8y everyftep or breath of wind reveal'd. 620

Her uncomb'd hairs feem'd confl:ant {hife to hold,

Of various hues,- black, filver, brown and gold.

Some hung in ringlets, fame in knots w~re ty'd j
,

Her bofom [orne; and fame her 1houlders hide:

Her hands and lap a countlefs medley bore 62$

Of writs, Citations (an exhauftlefs frore. !)

~ppreffion's var~ous form~, that r:nake th~ poor

In cities never find their !tate {ecure.

BefO!"e, behind, on either fide her ftand

Attornies, notaries,-a brawling ba,nd , 630

Her Mi<:hael call'd, and bad~ her inftant go

To feek where lay encamp'd the Pagan foe,

And every art e«ay, that might engage:

Their brave~ bights in ftrife and tle~thful rage.

, N + for
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Much
Ver. 657. -Benediil-Elias-] a; He here {peaks of the

monaftel'ies

'For Silence then·he alk'd, of whom full well· ~~:

He deem'd that Difcord might fometidings tell.~·~
, '

As one, who frill on kindling flames intent,. , " ~:.., .
Through every"land of earth's wide region went..· '.

. Amidft my travel (Difcord thus replies) , ' ..

That 'Silence never yet has met my eyes : 6~ ,

Thoug? oft 'his n~rne from many have I heard" ,,:. I

,Oft heard his p;l'aife for craft and gu~le prefeif4~
:Qut Fr~ud, fometime the partner of his way" ' ::w~. '. '. .. .... ~..
Our comrade here, can be~ his haunts betray~.; .0.

Lo! where'fhe {bnds-She faid, 'and pointing {h'
I • • •

Where Fraud appear'd amidft the motley crovro.,

H~r garb was decent, lovely W;lS her face,

He~ eye's. wete bafhful, faber was her pace; ..

;W~th' fpeech, whofe charms might ~:ery hea,rt~... :".. ' .

Like his who gave the bleft falute of-hail I ,.:' , .
, ." I

But ~ll deform'd and brutal was the reil, . .....' :. ~

Which clofe fhe cover'd with her ample veil, , ... . .' .,
Beneath whofe folds, prepar'd for bloody ftrife......:.

,Her hand for ever grafpjd a poifon'd knife. . ..~
. . . ......

of her the Angel afk'd : and Eraud reply'd j ,'"'

Silenc~ was wont with Virt~e torefi~eJ ' .."
.. ., ..... '..

With BenediCt an~ .old Elias'.train, . ..

In convents where religion firft bega.n;
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Much time he chofe in learned fchools to pafs; .

With Architas and wife Pythagoras. 660-

B~t when thofe faints and fages were no more,

Th~t kept,him true to Wifdom's righteous lore!

His godly 'Cuftoms learnt he foon forfook,

And to new paths his wandering feet betook. _

Fond lovers firft at midnight hour he pair'd; 665

Then,mix'd with thieves,in all their counfe1s ihar'd.

With Tre.afon oft he dwells, and him I view'd

Late join'd with Murder ftain'd in hu~an blood.

monafteries that were founded under the names of Benedic9:

and Elias. Benedict was of Norcino, and built his .firft:
. monafl:ery on mount Caffino, where he lived a moft exemplary

life. Elias was the prophet fpoken of in Holy Scripture,
who is believed by many to be ftill living in the terrefl:rial

paradife with St: John and Enoch: he lived a long time on,

Mount Carmel, from which circumfl:ance originated the order

of the Carmelites."
PORCA-CCHI•.

Ver. 660.-Architas-Pythagoras-] Pythagoras, an ancient

philofopher of .great celebrity, who enjoined his (cholars five
years mence at their entrance into his fchool: he. taught

women as well as men. Architas was his difciple, who was
likewife a great philofopher and well 1killed in mathematics.
He is faid to have invented a dove of wood, that by the action
of mechanical powers, kept itfelf fufpended in the air: he was a
ereat friend· of Plato•.

With



18& ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XIV.

With Coiners has he oft been known to dwell

Remote from view, in fome fequefter'd ce~l. 670

So much he fuifts his partners and his place,

'Tis hard t' affirm where beft his fteps to trace:

Yet have 1 hope to guide your courfe aright:

Go - feek, when {haqe proclaims the middle night)

The houfe ofSleep, there may'ft thou Silence find, 675

Where oft he relts remote from human kind.

Tlwugh Fraud was ever wont in ·lies to deal,

Yet here fuch feeming truth her words reveal,

The Angel trufts her faith, nor longer fiays,

But fpeeding from the convent, wide difplays 610

His rapid wings, to reach by noon of night ,

The howe of Sleep with unremitting flight.

A pleafing vale beneath Arabia's fides,

From peopled towns and cities diftant ,lies 1

, T'\\f() lofty mountains hide the depth below, 68S
Where ancient firs and fturdy beeches grow.

The fun around reveals his chearing day,

But the thick grove admits no ftraggling ray

~o pierce,·the ,boughs: immers'd in fec£ct fhades..

/1. fpacious cave the dulky rock pervades. 690

Ver. 683. A pktifmg vaJe-] This nne defcriptioA d tht
houk of Steep 'appears to be partly taken from Ovid and StathiS,
but v~i~d with fuch circumftances as to make the piCture in a
manner Ariofto's own.

I The
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The creeping ivy on the front is feen,

And o'er the entrance winds her curling £l'een.

Here dr~wfy Sleep has fix'd his noifel~fs thronet

, Hert Indolence reclines wi-th limbs o'ergroW1\

Through t1uggi1b eafe J and Sloth, ·whofe trembling

&« 6H.
Refure their aid aDd fink beneath her weight•

.Before the portal dull Oblivion goes,

He fua:'ers none to pars, for Bone he knows.

Silence maintains the Wlltch and walk! the round

In fuoes of felt, with fable garments bound i 700

And of~ as any thither bend their pace,

He waves his hand) and warns tbem from tlie place.

The Angel gently whifper'd in hi$ ear :

Heaven bids thee flOW (and Heaven's high mandate

hear !)

Conduct Rinaldo) with his (ocial powers;

lIt aid of Charles, to Parist lofty t~s :

Be fuch their march, fo wary and fa ftill,

That not a found the Pagan'$ ear may fill:

Till, ere loud Fame befpeak the Chriftians near,

Their force fhall thunder on the boftile rear. 710

No anfwer Silence gave, but bow'd his head.

In fign"l of the hea~nl1 charge obey'd.
Together

r ~...

.1
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Together now they take their [peedy flight,

And ,foon in fruitful Picardy alight. _.. .

Th~re.Michael urges ort each fearlefs band, 7 IS
(Wondrous.to tell!) fo fwift from Jandto land,

·Ere day declin'd,to Paris' walls. he brought 1
.Thenumerous troops, yet not a human thought

Perceiv'd that Heaven the miracle had wrolJght.

. No lefs attentive, Silence, to pUllfue 7'1.0

Th; important charge,. around ·the--Iegions. threw

A'darken'd veil to intercept the fight,

cTho~gh all the forces march~d·in.open light,

While the thick cloud forbade each ·Pagan ear

.The ·1htill-mou.th'd trump 'Of deep-ton'd horn to

hur. . '725

t W·hi}e 'thus, .by Sil,enceand the Angel led,

His rapid march the bold Rinaldo fped,

,So hufh'd, that not a, Saracen could knQw

.From Rumour's voice the near approachiJ;1g foe 1

King Agramant his numerous foot had plac'd 730

In fuburbs near; ~here part encamping fac'd .

The threaten'd walls, far fuetch'd from towerto tOWClrJ

.J.n that affault to prove his utmoft power.

Wh~t coundefs .myriads, rang'd in deep array,

That hourco1?bin'd againft the·Chriftia.~ fwar! 735

Who
3
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Who thefe can tell, may tell the plants that. grow

On fertile: Apcnninc's o'er-fhading brow j

May number, where the furgy ocean laves

Old· Atlas' feet. the Mauritanian waves;

Or count the ftars, when Heaven with all its eyes,.740

At midnight hour the lover's theft defcries.,

Frequent and deep the hallow'd bells aro1.i~

With dreadful echo give their warning found.

In every temple many a hand they rear,

Andbreathe thro' many a lip the fervent prayer~ '74$
Could bleft immortals with defiring eyes

Behold that wealth which men fo highly pr~ze.)

Each faint might hope in future to beho~ti

His votive ftatue fram'd of pureft gold.

The white-hair'd fire deplores his wretched ft~te,.7So
Referv'd to drain the bittereft dregs of fate;

He calls his lov'd forefathers doubly bleft, .. ,

Long dos'd in earth and laid for years at reft ;

Ver. 740. - whm HtQ'lJm with aU its tyts,-] Catunus, re­

quefiing to receive from Lefbia as many kilfes as there are graiu
of ffmd on the fea {hore, adds, I .

Aut quam fidera multa, cum tacet nox
Furtivos hominum videt ~ores.

And our Spenfer ~

More eath tp number with how many qes,
lIigb Heaven behol,ds fad lov~r's nightly thieveries.

While

•
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While th~whofe young~r breaftsno fean appall,

Advance on every fule to guard tne wall: 75J
There barons, paladi1'\S, and earls, aJid knights,

Kings, duku7 and lords, with all whom f;lme incitts,

Soldiers from far, or natives of the land,

To die [or CHRIST in arm! undaunted ftand :

All ardent urge the king each bridge to lower, 760

And 6ft the Sar~cens their fury pour ~

With joy he fees the warriors· noble fires,

'But prudence checks what patriot zeal infpires.

Meantime he bids in various partl difpofe

Their generous ranks again£1:·th' invading foes. 765

Where ftrong the wall,lefs thick the troops afcend,

But lines on lines each weaker pafs defend.

'Some watch the huge machines; and forpe prepare

With fulph'rous flame to meet the ftorm of war,

While wary Charles in no fix'd place abides, 770

But through the works for every chance provides.

. Amidft; a fpacious plain fair Paris ftands,

.JThe heur of France) an~ a~l the realm commands:

A river, that beneath the ramparts glides,

The city parts, -but fidl: with branching tides 775
An inand forms, feeuring from tbe aft,

9f all <he town the ftrongefi: and the heft :
- 'Each

-"
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Each other part (three parts the whole compofe)

The foffe, without, and ftream) within, enc1<>fe.

The city, ftretch'd ~ound, in circuit wide) 710

Might yield a place t" ~ffault on every fide;

.'ut Agramant againft the weftern towers

Collects the force of all his threatening powers :

For hence, no realms or forts' behind him lay

·To diftant Spain, but own'd his ample (way. 78)

Far as the walls extend, fa far the care

Of ChClrles is feen the bulwarks to repair :

On mouldering works he bids new works acife,

And every engine of defence fupplies.

Where the ftream enters, where the town it leaves,

'He draws huge chains acrofs the paffing waves i 791

With Argus' eyes the fon of Pepin bends

.His heedful watch, where Agramant intends

The great affault i nor CQuld the Pagan crew . 1
Again~ the Chriftians their defigns purfue: 795

But foon their foes' preventive care they knew.

Now fierce in arms Marfilius prefs'd the plain

With all his fquadron drawn from diftant Spain.

There S¢rpentino and Ferrau were found..

Grandonio, Ifokro, names renown'd. 800

There Balugantes fhone with eq~al might,

"And Falfirones, well approv'd in fight';

Ther~,
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There, on the lett, befide the winding flood

Of filve'r Seinei Sobrino, Pulian ftood;' '

'With DardinellO, brave Almontes· fan, 80S

Oran's huge king, for giant ftature known!

Why feems my pen more flow to fpeak their praife,

Thanthefe their weapons in the field to raife ?

There Sarza's king, impatient to engage,

Jllafphemes aloud, nor curbs his impious rage. 810

As eager flies in buzzing legions play,

Midft the 'warm funfuine of a [ummer's day,

Where rural. veffels have allur'd their tafte,

Or the [weet relicks of the late repaft ~

- thick: as infe& play,
The·wand'ring nation of a fummer's day,
That drawn by milk:y {learns, at ev'ning hours,
In gather'd fwarms fm-round the rural bowers ~

, FrOfll pail to pail with bufy murmur run

. The gilded legions glitt'ring in the fun.

Ver. SII. As eoger flies -:-] Mr. Upton fays thefe fimilcs
are .after the caft of Homer; and indeed there can be little

doubt but Ariofto had in view the fimile in the fecond Ili~

to exprefs the number of the Grecian troops that pa1fed in.
revjew.
I .

POPE, Yer.• 552.,
Milton has the following,

Or as a fwarm of flies, in vintage.time, .
About the wine.prefs where fweet muftis pour'd.

. PARAD.~G. B.iv.

As
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As round the rip'Ring. grapea of purple dye, 8 f 5
The plumy race in, bufy clutters fir ~ ..
So to the fierce alfcwlt· the Moors t~ir;.

While lhouts and- blttbarous c1amQurs rend. the air.. '

The wary Chriftians from their rampart's height,

Witn-iavejins, darts,. and fw.ords, main~~Il the fight,"

W~d1ftonetandmi~§ledfire·j.unrtltly.'~tp'~':y~~,.i~J ~

And (aorh. the fury'of the'rag~ ~l)d:· .', ..' ,':

And 9ft a.s this, now that ill-fated blee~b;

Another fearlef~ fo his pla¢e foccecds..·

Baek to the diteh the SaracenI> witbdc.ew) .825

So thick the weap()n'S of the faiuhfulHo-w : .

Huge maffy fragments from the walls they rend,

And crumbling buhtarks on the foes defc~.

From many a hand the boiling ftreams, cnnplo-y'd, -.

With dreadful heatthe fufferingMoors annoy'd; SJQ'

R,efiftlefs pour'd on each advancingcrei,. I

Through tR.e.dos'd helmet pierc'd the liquid peft:

Not fo the fword can wafte-What tong,ue ihall tell,

How frorp above the lime deftrutl:ive feU

In difmal clouds I how burning ve1fels pour'd .835

Pit-eh, fulphur, nitre j all their flaming hoard_

. Whence hiffing torrents fent in- tideS' belOW',

With fearful ruin gall'd the Pagan foe "

o Meanrime
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Meantime the-'king of Sarza brought his powers

(The fecond band)"beneath the Chriftian towers: S4-Q

With thefe Buraldo and Omida went j

.That Ganimanta, this Marmonda fent.

Befide him S·oridon, Clarindo carne,

Nor Setta:'s king declin'd the field of fame.

Morocco's king, and Cafco's thefe purfue, 8'H

Refolv'd that all ·tkeir: noble deeds "might view..

High on his -banner, that with crimfon glow'd,

The Sarzan Rodomont a lion fhow'd,

Whofe favage mouth difdain'd not to receive

The curb a courtly damfel feem'd to give; Ssa

The beaft befpeaks the knight; the beauteous dame-
,

Whofe gentle hands the lordly lion tame,

Befpeaks the charms of Stordilano's heir,

Granada's princefs, Doralis the fair!

Her, whom fo lately Mandricardo won 855

From,all her guards (as well the verfe has fhown)

And her whom Rodomont had learnt to prize,

Dear as his kingdom, dearer than his eyes!

Ver. "839. Meantime the king oj Sarza-] It has~ al~

ready faid, that the character of Rodomont is drawn clafdy after
Boyardo; the device 011 his banner is likc:wife taken by Ariofl:o
from his predec<:ffor.
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For whom he wrought fuch deeds of endlefs fame;

Nor knew bet yieided to a ftranger's fl~me. 860

At once a thou(li.nd ladders r,iJs'd in ait; ,

With crowded fteps the fwarming faldiers beat: .

A fecond urges him wlio foremoft lea.ds
. ,

The daring way, and him a third fucceeds. 8'64-

Throughcouragefome, and fome attack through fear;

Though girt with dangers, none muft tremble here.

For Rodomont o'erlooks the dreadful fray,

And wounds 'ot kills ~ho dares dekrt the day.

Thus on the toWn the thick'ning legions'fall;

Through flames and ruins rUfb to (cale the wall. 870

But while the reft with wary [earch attend
I

Where leaft the foes each guarded pafs defend,

The kin~ofAlgiers fcorns his armS".to wield

But where dire peril. frowns upon the field ::~

In that dread hour, when others to the fkies " . &"7.5:

Breathe fervent vows, he Goo'a high powet defies.

To fence his breaft a (erpent's jointed [cale .

Supply'd the codiet tough and plated mail;
. .

.
Vcr. 876.-he God's high ptlWtrdtftes.j See the behaviour of

Capaneus at the fiege of Thebes) who was thtinderitruck while.
at blafphemed Jupiter. STATIUS Tau. B~kx.

02 There'
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Would Hea.v'n invade with B~'s. towery height:

Who fought to dr-ive.th' Almighty from his throne,

And .row the empire of the ftus h~ Gwn !

For this intent th~ accus.'d blafphemer mado

H~, fhielq, his helm,· and. ftroaS]yrtemp,er'd blade.

Stern Rodomont a fecond NiIllro<lftood, 88:5-

Like him unconquera.ble, fierce, a;nd prouq. :

Be litt~e heeds what guards the paiIes. keep,

How ftrong the bulwarks, or the folfe how deep ;­

Headlong he plunges in-he wade.i--he £lies­

Above his breaft the troubled wat~fs,Eite. 8p

All drench'd and grim with ooze· he makes his Yiay~

While round him arrowe, flames, and engines ..play

In rattling bros-As through the. fedgy ~r,

Where fpreadS our Malean plau,., the~1anQ.Iboe,.r

Lifts hi~ ftroog cheil, aroundhis. ttJe{ks he;throws, 8~

Aad breaks.t~. all tha.t WGuid his cowfe oppofe:

Vcr. 885.-0ftcond Mmrod-] Boyardo makes Rodomont a.
defcendant of Nimrod, Who built the tower of Babel.

. Vcr. 893. - - As. through the fe.dgJ. moor, _
Wherefp,..,ads our Maleo".pkJin,-] A low madhy

brul'io the Cliftti& of Ferra, bn the left of the Po, near the fea;

abclunding at that time with wild boars. ZATTA...

So
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So the fierce Pagan'.lifrs his ~ieldon .high,

And fcO"rns the t-<>we~ing walls, nnd threats the flcy•.

Now from the .folfe ftern Rodomont ;attains

. The fim\et l~, ~ ROW the fommit gains, . 990.
Where the broa4 rampar;t:i form a platform wide,

To range the ChriO:iiUl fUts on ~ither fide:

Where many -a foldier, many a knight and lord

N ow feel the edge of his refrftlefs (word. .

- Heads, arms, are lopt-while frQm tlte lofty"towers

Down the fteep folfe the fanguine torrent.pours•. 906

His buckler caft behind. he grafp'd his fteel

With. either hand, and on Arnolpho fell ;-

A duke, who c~me from where the Rhin~, that laves

The neighb'ring means, is loft in briny waves i 9J.o

Not more the wretch devoted 'fcapes hi$ ire,

Than bflps of (ulphur '{<tape the wafting fire J

Swift thrp' his neck. the bloody falchion fped,

There heav'd the dying limbs, hereroll'd the ~fpiQi

'head.

Now 'With a. backward {boke the monal wound 915 ,

Oldrado, Prando, and Anfdmo found,

With: Spineloccio-midit the thronging train~

And ,narrow Jpace, no blow was aim'd in vain.

03 The
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The Flemings flrft his dreadful fury feel :

The Normans next beftain his [moking 11:eel. '2.~

Orghetto of Maganza finks to re11: ;

Aim'd at his front the weapon through his breaft

Divides his bleeding corfe: Then from 'above

He Andropino and Mofchino drove;

Headlong they'feU-the fir£\: was wont to 1bine 92.5

I~ prieftly robes j the laft in draughts of wine

Steep'd all his 'hours: like bane or viper's blood

He fhunnld to tafte the cooling limpid Bood.

Lo! h~re he di~s, and more I'egrets his death,

In water's loathfome drench to yield his breath. 930

Sever'd in two provincial Lewis lies:

'Through Arnold of Thouloufe the weapon flies.

pberto, Claudio, Dionyfius pour

'thei, [()uls, with Hugo, in' a ftream of gore.

Near thefe or'Paris four to death fucceed : 935

'Ainbaldo, Odo, and Gualtoro bleed,

With Satallones-heaps on heaps there fell !
oNor can the Mufe their -Iftlmes and country tell.

Not lefs behind the f~aFming troops prevail;

They fix the ladders, and the bulwarks fca~e : 94Q

But 'tWixt the' walls and fecond rampire ft~p,

Where finks the roffe, lUi horrible and deep,

7
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The Chriftians from th' interior wor~s. ~new

A ftrong defence againft the Pagan ere,!. j .

With fpears and darts they rain an iron clo\1d, 945

To check the numb~rs of th' advancing crowd j

And foon had check'd, but that the dauntlefs might

qf Ulien's fon • infpir'd and urg'dthe fight.

He drives them on, and each though 10,th obeys,

With thr~ateningsthefe incites, and thorewith praife-:

Who turns a ftep to fly, his fate r~ceives : 951

His breaft he pierces, or his helm he cleaves j

And down the fteep he drives fo huge a train,

That fcarce the folfe their numbers can contain.

While thus compell'd the rude ~arb~rians go~ 955
Or tumble headlong to the depth below,

The king of Sarza every mufcle ftrains,

And 10! (as if a ftreng~h of wing fultaias

Each agile member) with a wondrous bound

Leaps-o'er the foffe, ~nd lights upoPthe ground' 960

~ith all his armO\lr'S weight, though yawning wide,

F.ull thrice ten feet it'itr~tch'd frum fide to .fide.

Swift as a greyhound o'.er the fpace he flies,

Nor to his feet the filent earth replies,

So light he leapt-now round his blows he drives, 965

An~ the mail'q plate, .lik-e bri~tle fubftance, rives.

,. RODOMONT._ -

04 Not
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Not more the Sylvan bark a tree defends,

When on its trunk the founding axe defcends :

Thick folds of fteel can no defence afford,
I -

Such his huge nerve, and ruch his fweepy fword. 97(!J

Meantime our legions in the depth below

Have plac'd their fnares to catch th' incautious foe.

Sercwood and pitch beneath the banks they hide,

And many a veffel clofdy rang'd, fupply'd

With nitre, -i)il, or fulphuf, to confpire 97S
In one vaft blaze to [pread the murderous fire.

And now prepar'd each wary [oldief ftands

To crulh the folly of the Moorilh bands,

Who blindly from the trench's depth -aifail,

And ftrive, with many II ladder rear'd, to fcale 980

The town's laft works-when at a ftgnal given

From different parts, the burning fires are driven

Amid the foe-huge conflagration rolls

From fide to fide, and mounting to the poles

Might dry the vapoury moon, while dark as night 98S

Thick fmoke obfcures the fun and blots the light;

And rumbling peals re-echo long and loud,

Like thunders breaking from a fearful cloud !

. .N o.w frantic founds in mingled tumults rife,

Of dreadful hOwlings, groans, and dying cries; 990

J' As
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As by their leader's cruel rafhnefs Gain,

, One wretched fate involv'd the Pagan train,

While the ftame crackling on their members prey'd.

And with their fhrieks.a horrid concert made.

But ceare we here-nor more the tale prolong, 995

For my hoarfe voice forbids the lengthen'd fong.

E N:D 0 F THE F 0 V 1l TiE NTH )I 0 0 K.
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CONTINUATION of the fiege of Paris. Aftolpho is difmifred
with prefents from Logiftilhi, who '=mls Andronica and So­
phrofyne to condua: him fafely on his pa1fage home. Their voy­
age Qefcribed. AftolphQ bears the fu.ture i10ry of Chark$ V.
and "many great men of his age. They teach the gulph of

Perfia, and Aftolpho purfues his journey by land: He arrives
in Egypt, and is warned by a hermit to {hun the dwelling of
Caligorant: his adventure with that giant. He finds the ma­
gician Qrilo eilgaged in combat with Gryphon and Aquilant,
who endeavour in vain to deprive him of life. Aftolpho un­
«rtabs tha~acmnture. Aft~~ GryphoD) an. Aqu.ilIIIIt,

.enter Jerufale~, where they are hofpitably received 'by San-
{onetta, the Chriftian regent. Gryphon hears from a pilp
WlWeIcome news of his miftre1S Origilla.
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GREAT honours every viCtor muft obtain,

,Let Fortune give faccefs) or Condu6l: gain:

Yet 'oft a battle) won with bl00d) will yield

Lefs praire to him who boafts the conquer'd field.

But ever glorious is that leader's name.. 5
And adds new laurels to- his martialfarrie~

Who) while the forces of his foes o'erthrown

Proclaim, his might) from lois preferves hiS' own.

Sueh was the war by thee.. my patron.. wag'd,

When Leo on the waves had fiertely rag'd.. 10

Had feiz'd each {hore from where 'the Pb'de{cendS";l
, ,

And,to the fea from Francolino bends.

Ver.J:1..-Frfl1l&IiinD -1 A place iHt»m.i1es HOmtheQ1~th
oftbe Po.
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Though from afar we feem'd his roar to hear,

When prefent thou, each breaft forgot to fear :

Well didft thou teach us victory, to gain : 1 S
By thee,thy friend~ were fav'd, thy foes were actin.

N{)t fo the Pagan chief, who rafhly bent

On Chriftian fiaughter, down the deep defcent

CompeU'd unpitying his reluctant powers,

Where the dire flame the haplefll band devours. ~o

The foffe, though large, could fcaree the throng re-

ceive,

But while the" raging fires of life bereave,

Ea~h ftruggling wretch, on every limb they prey~

Till1hrunk to little fp~ce the mingled allies lar'

Here thoufands, as their chieftain's rafunefs led, 25
Midft flames and [moke are number'd with the dead:

~loft in air ~1.leir groaning, [pirits foar,.

Their bodies, foon confum'd, are feen no more»

While he, from whom their dreadful fufferings rife,

Fierce Rodomont tfcapes, and a,s he flies 30

~igh bounding.o'er the fo~e that yawns below,

Lights on th' interior ra:mparts of the foe:

But had the trench the [earlefs chiefreceiv'd,- '

No more his arm had deeds of death atchiev'dJ

Now when he turns to 'view th' infe"rnal- vale; 3S
.'

Md 'f~. on every fide the flames affail

Hill

1
I
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His facial bands, and hears their thrieks a'nd. cries,

Impious he raves and loud blafphemes.the fides.

. While thoufands here a ftrife unequal wag'd,

Where rothlefll war with death and horror rag'd, 40

King Agramant, before his am'1y's head,

The fierce affault againft a portal led,

Where lefs perchance he deem'd the Chriftian powers

Prepar'd in arms to guard their threaten'd towers.

With him in field king Bambirago fhin'd, 4S

And Baliverfo, bafeft of mankind I

With Chorineus, Profio 1hares his toils,

The wealthy king who roles the happy ifies.

Malabufer~o, who the region fways

Of Fez, fdr ever fcorch'd with. folar rays; So
And many a chief, with olhers long inur'd

To fields of fight, and well in mail fecur'd.

Though arm'd, yet numbers naked feek the field,

For not a thoufand plates the coward 1hield.

B\I't, ,all unthought, .the king of Afric there S5
.Foun,d the fhong flnews of the Chriftian war:

Vet'. 48. -whD rllks the happy ij7es.] The Canary Hlands,
fonnerly called the Fortunate ifiands, fituated in the Atlantic
()eean: thef. ia~ds are fubjea to the Spaniards.

Imperial
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Imperial Charles, with' him a ~Rtrous: train,

Kin~Sal'omone, and the noble - Dant :

Each·.Angelino there iiis ftation took, ,

With-either Guido and'Bavaria'~'duke t. 60

There Ganelone, B'erling~r appear;

A vino, Otho, and Avolio near:

I liJnnumbef'd more,. of lefs reputed. name,

Who. from the Fleming, Frank, and. Lombard came:

Alike prepar'.a before their f<Jftr.eigiCs fight'; ~S

To fhow their valoUr-With dIe firD: fufight'. '

Of thefe the tale fhall '[peak fome'ru~ure time:

;Now to a noble duke I bend my rhyme;

The bold A£1:01pho, born on Albion's ftra?d :

Him late, far diffant'£rom his nativeland .7°
I left; who now i~pati~nt feems [0 mourn

HiS" exWd fta~e, and Ianguifh to return,

As' promis'd 'oft by her, whofe power liad quell'd

Alcina's navy and her flight compelrd :

Hers was the care to fpeed him on his way, 75

To fhieid from danger and prevent delay.

For cilia a.. galley had fhe launch'~ the be~

Thatever.·plough:'d the' curling ocian's breafr,
. . .

• UGERO. t NAMUS. .

.Ver.. 67. Of theft the talc }hall [peak-] Continued, Book
xvi. vei:. I II •

And
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And leflr(for fo her (tars had oft divin'd)

Alcina.fh'Guld impede his courfe dHIgn'd~ s()
She And!Oftica fends with fhi!,s p'r~par'd~

And fair Sophrofyne; the knight to guard;

Till in his fight ih' Arabian fea appeats,

And through the Perfic tide his veffd fteers.

She bids him rather coaft the Scythian fhore, 8S
And Nabarei and India's realms explore, •

With Perna's gulph, than tempt the feas where rave!

Eternal winds drat' {well the northern wave,

And where, for many a month, no fun difplays

Above th' horizon his enlivening rays. go

Thus all difpos'd, the .dame with friendly heart

Now granti the duke permiffion to. depart,

Vcr. 81, 82. - AndrDni(a-Sqphrofyne-] Fortitude aDd
Temperance, as mentioned in notes to Book x. vcr. 348.

Vcr. 8I • - witb ./hiPs flrep.r'd;]· Un gr"./ftJ ormota ­
a powerful fleet. - There is fome obfcurity in this narrative,
for it does not dearly appear what ve1fels went with Aftolpho.
It feems by the poet's words, when Aftolpho leaves the port of
India, dlat he had only one galley in which he failed with Andro­
nica and Sophrofyne; nothing is £aid of any armed force througb.~

out the voyage, till they come to the gulph of Perrta, when tho
poet mentions fhips in the plural number,

-pigliaro it porto, efur converli
Con 1. pappa aUa ripa j legni vaghi.

They feek the port, ana refting on the Grand,
With poop to 1hore the painted ve1fels frand.

0'
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But flrft, on many a fubjetl: grave. and {age,

lnftrutl:ion gives, too long to fwe\l tht.:pcige.
And left a hoftile power fhould once again. . 95

His fenfes fetter in fome magicc~in,

She on the knight a wondrous book beftow'd,

Which fair to fee full many a fecret fhow'd :

This for her fake he took - a faithful guide,

A guardloagainft enchantments to provide. '100

Here, while hi~ eyes the learned. leaves perufe,

Each fpelful myftery explain'd he views.

Another gift fhe brought of magic.power

(A gift fo rare was never feen before)

A fqunding horn that fcatt~rs inftant fear IDS

With horrid noife in everytrembl!og ear.

Such

Ver. 97. $/;e on the knight - ] This fiaion of the book is
drawn from Boyardo. Orlando having delivered a young man
from the power of a giant, receives from the father a prefent of
a book that would refolve all doubts. Orlando afcends a ffi9lUl­

tain, the fummit of which was inhabited by a Sphynx, of whom
he enquires after Angelica: the monfter propofes a riddle to
him, but he being unable to anfwer it, kills her, and afterw~ds

finds the riddle explained in his book. ,Flordelis has likewife a.
book by which {he enters into a detail with Rinaldo of the feveral
wonders of the garden of Falerina.

ORL. INNAM. B: i. C. v. xvii.

Ver. JOS. .d ,fluliding hom -] This horn appears to
hav~



Such was the din, wher.e'er its, e~hoes fpread.­

The bolden: knight) appall'd w~th terror, fled.

Not

have been in a great meafure the invention of Ariofto, at leaft

in the extent of the lfoooorfuleffe8s here afCribed t~ it ~ if is
topied by Spen1er. When Arthur is brOught by Una t6 deliver

-the Red-crof~ knight from the giant Orgolio, bis'IUire;~ their
arrival at the caftle gate, foUllds a' horn which is thus defcribed.· '

Was never wighf that heard that lhrilling found,

But trel11bling feat did feel in every vein;

Three miles itihiglit b~ ~afyheard around;

And echoes three anfwer'd ltfdf agail1;

Ne fulfe enchantment, or deceitful train"
Might once abide the teiTor of that biaft,
But prefently was void and wholly vain ;

No gate fo fhong, no lock fo finn and fitfti
But with that piercing noife flew open Eibite aM brafi.

. FAIRY QyEEN, B. i; C. viii:

Mr. Warton fays, "It feerns rather ftrange that Spenfei:'
fhottld make fo little ufe of this horri. He has not fcnipled to

lntfoduce the f1).ie1d, though as manife~ly borr~wed from Ariafio,
llpon various occafions."-Notes to FAIRY QpEEN.

" Turpin mentions a wonderful horn which belonged ta
Roland. OlaUll Magnus relates, that this horn, which was

~a1led Oli....ant, was won,; together vtith the fword Durendt

(Durindana, fo ce!ebrated in Ariofto) froni. the giant Jut­
mtmdus by Roland; that its miraculous effeCls were fre..

quently fung by the old Hlandic bards iIi their fpirited odes,

211d that it might be heard at the diftance of twenty miles.
P2 Ahon1

I
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~ot fucrh the mingled roar, when winds refound,

When' thunden roll, and earthquakes rock the

ground! 110

Rich

Ai hom was a ~ommon expedient for 6lving eJichantments.
Cervantes alludes to dUl incident of romance, where the .devil'...
hom is founded as a prelude to the difenchanting ofDul~
Date mentions the-hom o£ Orlando thus': while they arc wan­
dering along the banks of Phleged1on, as the twilight of evening
approaches, Dante fudden1y hears the found of a horn JV9fC
loud than thunder or the horn of Orlando.

Ma io knto fonare alto como­
Non fono fi .terribilmente Orlando-

« Virgil's AIeao's horn is as high and extrawgant as aIlJ
thing of the kind in.romance.

- cornuque recurvo
·Tartafeam intendit vocem: qua protenus omne
Contremuit nem.us, et fylvle intonuere profunda::
Audiit et Triviz longe lacus, audiit amnis
Sulphuret Nat albus aqua-

lENEID) Ub. vii. ver. 513.

- to her crooked horn)
Suc~ ~ was then by Latian 1hepherds borne,
Adds all her breath: the rocks and woods around
And mountains tren\ble at th' infernal found;

The facred lake of Trivia from afar, I
The Vdine fountains and fulphureous N'ar) _ .
Shook at the .baleful blaft, the ligna! of the war !

DRYDEN.

See WAI.TON'~ Hiftory of Poetry, vol. iiL p. 2+6.

" It
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Rich in the fairy's gifts, th' intrepid duke

His laft farewell 'with gra~eful feeling took:

.He leaves the port, the quiet .bay he leaves,

And in his poop the .profperous breeze receives.

Anal now alo~ the fpicy lhore he flies, ~ 1-05 '

Where India', rich ~nd' peopled towns arife,

He fees a thoufand lUes on either hand

.Difpers'd-and now he views Tomaro's land:

AnH

u: It is faid (in an old romance) that Aleunder gave iIle
lIgnal to his whole army by a wonderful hom, of imlaedfe
magnitude, which might be heard at the diibnce of f1Xt}' milts,
and that it was blown or founded by~men at cmce. nis
is the-horn which Orlando won from the giantJ1IIIInUD1fus, ad
which, as Turpin and the IJlandie'bards mport,was.imiuahrith
magical power. Cervantes ~ys, that it WIIS bigger than a wa&-

ver's beam. Boyard~ Berni, and Arioftiihave all fucha iaGin,' \
and the fiaion is here traced to its original foUrc~."

See W AR.T·ON~S Hiftt>ty of Peetry, vol. i. p. 132.

Ver. 115; Antl'nvw oung tht fpfcy jhorl bl jliu,J There
can be little doubt but Ta8'o had an eye to this book'loVheAile
deferibed the voyage of Charles and Ubald to .bring R.iuaJdo
from the ifiand of Armida. The wbole palJage, particularly ,the
l'rophecy relating to the future' difco~eries in navi~ is ex·
Idly in the fpirit of Ariofto.

Ver. 118.-eromoJo's /and:] By the 1an4 of TomaCo is meant
the province of Malabar, where St. Thomas the Apoftle, aftaer
having preached thegofpel to many nations, it is wel at,Jail fuf.

fescQ martyrdom.
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And here her courfe, the wary pilot veers,

J\.nd bending ~o ~he no~th the veff'el fteers :
I

I2Q

The

CC While Gama lay at anchor among the Hlands of St~ Geor~

pear to Maz~bie, there came three Ethiopians on board (fays
Faria Y S9ufa) who keing St. Gabrid painte(i on the poop, fell
pn their knees in token of their Chrifiianity, Which hjid~
preached tq them if} the primi~ive times, nqw corrupted. It is
reported that the PortUgueCe found two or three AbyOinian '

,Chriftians in the city of Mombaze, who had an oratory U.
thei~ howe. In the Couth parts of Ma4bar~ aPo~~ 20<1000 of
the inhabitaRts protdfed Chriftianity befbre the arrival of the

PonuguclC. They called themCelves the Chriftians of St. Tho­
ma, by which APofl'le their anceftors had been converted. For

z300 years they had been under the patriarch of'Babylon, who
1. appointed their archpijhop. Francifco Rez, a Jefuit miffionary,

· lCQII1PIained to the Portuguefe archbilhop of Gqa, that when he

· 1bew:ed thefe geople an image of our lady, they cried out,

Away with that filthinefs' we are Chriftians.) and do not adore
ldols or pagods."

.' ~ ),..fICKLE'S note to the iiid Lufiad of Camoens.

· ,. Camoens, at the conclufion of his poeni, has a particular paf..
· rage relative to St. Thomas, in deCcribing the religious ftate of
· ~e feveral provinces' of India. .

.Here India'~ ~gels, weepi!1~ Q'er the tomb
Where Thomasfleeps, implore the day to com€; ~

T~e day foret?ld, w~en India's utmofl: thore
Again {hall hear Meffiah's blifsfullore.
By India's banks the holy prophet trod,

~d Ganges ~eard him preach the Saviour God.

Where



:D. xv:. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 215

The golden 'foil of Cherfonefus patt,

She ploughs the billows of the watery wafte ;

And views, as near £he coafts the fertile £hores,

Where Ganges to th~ fea his waters pours

With whitening foam":'-£he Taprobana views, 125

And Coris next j and now hOer courfe purfues

Where mariners th' advancing cliffs furvey,

That form, with feas confin'd, a narrow bay.

Where pjde dikafe erewhile the cheek confum'd,
Health, at his word, in ruddy fragrance bloom'd:
The grave's dark womb his awful voice obey'd,
And to the chearful day rei1:or'd the dead :
By heavenly power he rear'd the facred ihrine,
And gain'd the nations by his life divine.

MICKLE'S Lufiad, B. x.

See the whole palIage, and the note annexed, for a full account
of this matter.

It is obferved by Mazzon~ in his Defence of Dante, that it
was impoffible from the Cherionefus for Aftolpho to fee the land
of St. Thomas, being at a diftance of four hundred miles on the
coaft of Malabar; neither could he, having paffed the Cherfo­
nefl1s, fee the mouth of the Ganges, which he rnuft have left

. fame hundred miles behind him in do_ubling CallC ComoriB.
But Ariofto's geography appears very .erroneous; he fpeaks of
Cochin as the laft country which they left in India, whereas
Cochin lay the furtheft country to the c:aft, and the courfe of
Aftolpho was weftward to the 'Red Sea. Tl'1fo is much more

cQrrea in his voyage of Rinaldo, Book xiv.

P 4 At
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At length the realm of Cochin fhe perce~~
And thence .~ furtheR: boun4 of India 1eaVe4. ~:J0

While thus 4ftolpho c~ the briQY ti4e,
Safe in th~ conduct of a fkilful :guide."

fIe Aq4ronica aJks, if e'er 'j:Was known

That regio~s, titled from the fetting fUD,

Had fent a venturous bark, with oars and fails, 135

To catch .n eaftern feas the driving ~<lles j

Or veffels thence their conftant track might' keep

To France or Britain thro' th' uRfadlOm~dd¢ep ?

Then Andronica thus-l'he earth, embrac'd

With ocean'.$ :ltl"lUS tha.t circle round !ler w~e, 140

On' every part colleCl:ed waters fees,

Where fummers fcorch them, or where winters freeze:

B.ut fince, where .!Ethiopia. [outh extends,

Far tow'rds the pole the favage land defcends,

Ther.e are who fay 'that Neptune'S power withftood,

-Ii~re fi,nd$ a barrier to th' indignant flood. . 146

V.ef. 1'33' He .4JlIJTln~o qfls,-] UbaId, in TaJfo, enquiMs
Mady.ro the Gune manner of his pilot, if any navigators bad
-goRe-the like voyage befOre,

Then UbaId thus began-Say thou, whofe power
Gives us thefe emllefs waters to e~plore,

Did ev~r prow before th~fe feas divide?

T AS-SO'S Jerufa1em, B. xv. Y. 177.

a Hence



B. XV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 'l't1

Hence (rom our dime J10 ve1rd ,courts the ~reeze,

To fpr.cad her daring fail on Europe's feas ; .

Nor pilo~yet, from diftant Europe, bra;ves

T.he kngf:hen'd tides to item our eaftern wav.es. 150
- ,

Fl\r in ,th.e weR:,when years their co\ll'k :ha.v.e rQll'd,

I fee new ArgooaQts their fails unfold;

And many a Tiphys ocean's depths explore,

To open wondrom ways untry'd before.

Someeo.afting round the -{helves Gf Afrie, tra£e 155

Th' exte.nded co.untry of the fable race,

To pafs the line whence blazing Pha:bus burns,

And to your realms (rom Capricorn retur~s :

At length the Cape's eX!tremeft point they gain

That feems to part (rom ours the wefternmain: .flo
t:ach clime they view, and fearch, with ceafders toils,

The- Perfian, Indian, and Arabian iOes.

Some pafs the pillars rais'd on either ftrand,

The well-known labour of Alcides' hand;

And, like the circling fun, with fails uafurl'd 165

Explore new lands in fame remoter world.

Vert 151. Far i" the w!f1,-
155· &1114 co'!fling round the jhlJues of Afric,-] The

poet here alludes to the di~veries in navigation ~~e by the
Spaniards 1Uld P.ortuguefe, the firft direCting their courfe to tb.c:
weft, and the fecond to the ~.

Behold

...J

I
I
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'Behold the facred: Crofs uprais'd, behold'·

On the green turf th'imperial ftatf unroll'd.

La! fome to guar.d their infant navy run,

Some hafte to feite the land their toils ·havewon.

A thoufand chac'd by ten forfake the fields j 171

To Arragon th~ furthefl: India yie1ds~

The chiefs ·0£ Charles (the fifth that bears the name)

Where'er they pars, behold them crown'd with fame!

'Heaven wills thefe climes, to future failors fhown,'

Now refl:, and £ball for ages refl: unknown, 176

Till in due time a monarch great and wife

Shall like Auguftus o'er the nations rife:

From Arragonian and from Auftrian blood

I fee bdide the Rhine's far winding flood 180

This

Ver. 175. Hctl'lJen wills theft cumes,-] The poet, in the £01­
l~g paRage, a1lud~s to. the difcoveries of the new wor~d by
Chriftopher Columbus: of whom alfo T afro.

'Tis thou, Columbus, to another pole
ShaH rear the _ and o'er the [urges roll;

While, with a tho~fand wings and thoufand eyes,
Farne (carce purfues thy veffel as it' flies!

Book xv. vcr. 234-

Ver..179. From Arrag01lion and from Auflrion Mood] He
celebrates the emperor, Charles V. who was born at Ghent in

Flaqders) in the yeaF r 500. His father; Philip the Hand{ol1le,
archduke
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·This ruler born, whofe valour fhall excel

What pens before could write, or tongues could tell.

By him Aftrrea fee recaU'd to earth,

Or rather, dead, re-viv'd to fecond birth J

And every virtue by her hand replac'd, ISS

Which wretched mortals from the world had·chac'd.

For thefe deferts, th' eternal will of Heaven

'Not only to his fo"t7ereign rule has given

The crown which Trajan and Augufi:us wore,

Which Marcus and Severus held before, 190

Eut bids his power to every realm extend,

Where funs by turns arire, by turns defcend i

archduke of Auft.ria, was the ion of the emperor. Maximilian,
and of Mary, the only child of Charles the Bald, the laft prince
d the Roufe of Burgundy. His mother Joanna was the fecond
daughter of Fllrdinapd and lfabella, king and qu~n of CaAile '
and Arragon. A long train·of fortunate events bad opened the
way for this young prince to the inheritance of more exten1i:ve .

dominions than any European monarch fmce Charlemain. He

was contemporary with Francis 1. of France, and Henry Vill.
I ,

of England.-See ROBERTSON'S Hiftory of Charles V.
. -

Many of thefe prediaions were inferted, or en!aJgrd, in the

.1a~er editions of the poem; for the firft edition was only fifteen
.years after the birth of Charles, and fome of the events did not

take place till after the firft publiCation: which ob{ervation will
- hold good in feveral other parts of the work.

And
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And wills that under his i'l1ipicious fway

One faithful flack one fhepherd fhould obey.

To work thefe ends th' Almighty {hall decree ~9S

For him unconquer'd chiefs by land and fea.

Lo 1 Cortez :who 1hall C~far's arms extend,

And to his potent laws new cities bend ;.

With kingdoms fo remQte~ that yet their naine

From weftern regions ne'er to India came. ~oo

Behold where Profpero Colonna' ftands :

Pefcara's marquis ,next my voice demands;

And,

Ver. 191. Lo! QI1'tez-] After·the navigation to the new

world by Chriftopher Columbus, who had been (ent by the IciJlg
and queen of Spain, the emperor Charles V. fent Hernan Cor­

tez, who made an .-entire conqueft of the kingdom of Mexiclt.

Ver. ~O1. BJ,oJJ where Profpero CtJ/01mtlfiands :] In the war

"of ~e MiJan~ 1$21, the- Imperial troops took the field under
$be command 'w Profpero Colonna, the mGft eminent of the
1tali.an .gegerals, whore extreme cautiQil, the ea'eCl ,of long expe­

rience in the art of war,was"ppoled,with great prQpriety~tothe
impetuofrty of the French. He afterwards drove the French

, out ofMilan, having defeated them at the battle pf Bicocca:
He made him(e1~ mafter .of Genoa. Colonna, at the age of
fourfcore, defended Milan againft the French, who attacked it

under the command of Bonnevit.-See ROBER TSON'S Hillory
of Charles V. vol. ii.

Ver. 202. PeJc.tn'lls marquis..,...] "The lfiarquis of Pcl­
cara was joined with Profpero Colonna in the war. of the

Milanefe:

-'
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And, 10! the third-a youth whofe fingle. pftiift!'

With Gallia's funs th' Italian name 1hall r:aik..

1" {ttl

Milanefe: he took MIlan by afi"ault: he is particularly applauded

for his generous attention to the chevalier Bayud, at the deatlr
, of that brave man. When Mezleres was befleged by the 1m:.

perialifis, the French committed the defence of the place to
chevalier Bayard, diftinguifued among his contemporaries oy the

appellation of the knight withQltt [tIlT 4IItJ without rep,om.The
.punailious honour and £:>~ gallantry of this man bore r
nearer refemblance,' than any thing recorded in hift~ry, to the
chara&r aiCn"becl to the heroes of chivalry he. polfeffed all the
talents that form a great general. When tbe Frenchl RIG.

obliged to quit. the Milanefe, the chevalier received in an aaiOl1'"
a mortal woond, 'and being unable to continue any longer on
hoi"kback, he ordered one of his attendants to place him under a
tree, with his face ~WlIJ"ds the enemy; then·fixing _:eyes onl

the guard of his· fword, which he held up inftead'of a croii,'~
addreffi:d his prayers to God; and in this poftilre, which·became

hiS' chai'aaer both as a foIdier and as a Chriftian;.lur calmly:

waited the approach of death. Bourbon, who:led.the fortinOit'

of the enemy's troops,. fuund him in. this fituation, and exprelfed
regret and pity at the fight. "Pity n()t me," cried t1le high­
fpirited chevalier; "I die as a man of honouro~ in the difo.
~arge of my duty: They indeed are objeCl:s of pity, who fight.
againft their king, their country, and their oath." The marquis­

.de Pefcara, paning foon after, manifei1:ed his admiration of.
Bayard's virtues, as well as his forrow for his fate, 'with the gene..

rofity of a gallant enemy; and finding that he could not be·
removed with rafety from that [pot,. ordered a tent to be pitched

there, and appointed proper' ~erfQllS to attend him. He died,
notwithftandipg
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I fee him now in glorious zeal prepare 2.0)

With thefeto ftrive, from thcfe the wreath to bear.

The generous courter thus With rapid pace

Contends, and leaves his rivals of the race.

Su,h is Alphonfo, fuch hiB worth appearsj

So far above the promif~ of his years, 210

Th' imperial monarch .lhali in him confide

To lead his armies and his councils guide,

Till by this chief his warlike thUnders hurl'd,

Shall (pread his banners o;er the fubjeCl: world.

'Nor lefs his empire where the billows roar 2 I S
From Europe's bounds to Afrie's burning {hore:

IlOtWithftallding their care, as his anceA:ors for feveral generatiorts
bad done, in the field of battle. Pefcara ordered his body to be
embalmed, and fent to his relations. Percara died at the age of
thirty-fue, and left behind him the reputation of being one of the
greateft generals and ableft politicians of that century."

ROBERTSON'S HiA:ory of Charles V. vol. ii.

Vcr. 209. Such is AlphlJnjo,-] Alphonfo D'Avolo, marquis
of Vafea, fuccceded'the marquis of Pefcata. He was governor
in Milan. He was remarkable for the beauty ofhis countenance-.
He was taken by Philippino Dorea, at the fiege of ,Naples, and
contraaed an intimate friendIhip with Andrew Dorea. J'heti:
three were captains of Charles V. in aD his vi8:ories over Ftan­

cis~ He died the year before Fran~is .......Et1GENICO) POR-

CACC¥.I.

Of

•

There

,,~J
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-:I:'pere equ,al conqueft fu,all hi~ ~ms attf=nd,

When gallant Doreah~ f~curts his frienc.l.

~! this the Dorea, who Ulall bravely free·

'Frorn nume~ous.pirates allypur. midland fea. !12c;:t

Ver. 2 I 9. Lo! this the Dorea, - J «Andrew Dorea was
'the ableft fea-offi~er of his age: by his afiiftance, Lautte<;
generallilimo Of the. Frmch,. made himfelf mafter of ~enoa.

At length, difgufted wit!J. the French, he revolted to the em­
peror. This gaIlant officer, the citizen of a republic, and train­
ed up from his infancy in the tea-fervice, retained the fpirit of

independen~y.natural to the former, together with the plain
liberal manners peculiar to the latter. A perfeCl ftranger to

the arts, of fubmiffion or flattery neceffiu-y in courts, but con­
fcious at the fame time of his own merit and importance, he
always offered his fervice with freedom, and often prefi:rred his
complaints and remonftrances with boldnefs. Dorea, having
left the French fervice, meditated the delivery of Genoa from
the yoke it groaned under, which he roan efFeCled; and it was
then in his power to have rendered himfelf the fovereign of his
country: but, with a magnanimity of which there are few ex­
amples, he' facrificed all thoughts of aggrandizing himfelf, to
the virtuous fatisfaBion of eftablifuing liberty in his country.
By his wife conduCl he put a ftop. to all faBion, and lived to a
great age, beloved, refpeCled, and honoured. His memory is
ftill reverenced by the Genoefe, and he is diftinguifued in the
public monuments, and celebrated in the works of their hif­

torians, by the moft honourable ofall appellations, THE FATHER

OF Ins COUNTRY, AND, tHE RESTOltER OF Its LIBER.TY."

See ROBER T SON'S Hiftory of Charles V. vol. tii.

Not

•
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Not fUCR: was Pompey's' prai{c, tho' wafting {warms

Of corfairs he fubdu'd with RoMan arms;

For what V'IS Dorea's nam'd with Pompey's poWer,

That bow'd,each ftate anfi tlWag'd every fhote?

Yet he ~Y conduct: wife, and dauntlefs might, 22S

Shall purge the feas-till from rude Calpc's height

"0' fcvenfold Nile, W'hene'er his name they hear,

I fee the diftant nations lliake with fear.

, Behold conduCl:ed by this leader's hand.

Imperial Charles has reach'd Bologna's land. 230

Lo! to admit him wide the gates are thrown,

His awful brows receive the facred crown.,

Ver. 22.I. Not Jucb was Pompey's praift,-] Andrew, with
twelve galli1:s, freed the ports and {eas from corfairs j and the
terror of his name was fb great, that Barbarolla, the admiral of
Tunis, many times thunned to engage him. Pompey the Great
was deputed by the fenate to clear the {eas of pirates, which he
dfeaed in a thort time j but as Pompey was fupported by the

whole force of the Roman empire, the poet here extols the valour

and condu6\: of Dorea, who perfurmed {uch fetvice with fo in­
confiderable a force'.

V tr. 2"9' Bebold condf"tled by this leader's hand
Imptria/ Charln-] The emperor Charles \T.

coming to Bologna to receive from Pope Clement the crown
of the.empire, embarked at Barcelona on board Dorea's gal_
lies,.who having driven the French from Genoa, Iecei~ed the
emperor in that city, in order to condl.lct: him thence to Bo­
lOgna.

His
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Hi! country's freedom pattiot Dorea gainSj

When others for themfelves had forg'd her chains.

Such generous zeal fuallionger glory yield" ~3S

Than Julius' ~a.ttles in the fanguine field; .

Where Gallia, Spain, or Britain's diftant fuore,

Mric, or Theffaly, confefs1d his power.

Not great Oc!taviusj nor Antonius great"

The mighty rival of Ofuvius' frate, !240

SUf;:h wreaths deferves-th' ambition that annoy'd

Their ~ation's freedom every praife deQ:roy'd I

Let thefe, let all who frrive their cO\Jntry's fame

To fink in bondage, glow with guilty fhame;

Nor dare to lift their eyes, where'er they hear, 24;

Great Dorea's -honoursbreath'd in every ear.
Behold where Charles (whofe ampler bounty flows

On virtupus Dorea's worth) on him beftowi

A fruitful foil J which gift in Puglia lays

The firft foundation of the Norman praife. ~SO

Nor he alon~, but all like him who dare

1n Crelar's caufe the deathful combat fhare,

Partake his fmiles, and happier Crefar's breaft

For lands and cities, through his grace poffefs1d

Ver. 248. .-- on him bfflqwJ

A fruitful Joil,-] The emperor having created
Dorea high admiral of the feas, gave him in Puglia the ptincj~

pality of Melfi. POR-CACCHI.

VOL. II. Q. By
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By thofe be iovts~ or thore whofe worth obtains 255

His bounty, than for all the realms he gains.

While Andronica thus each chief difplays

Whofe future deeds the name of Charles fhall raifej

Her fair'companion to the eaftern gales

Now!bifrs, and now extends) the bending fails: !260

Now this, now that, {he courts to fpeed their courfr,

And now decreafes, now augments their force.

At length the Pernan fea their ve1fellaves,

And round 'them flows a vaft expanfe of waves.

Few days were pad, when to the gulph they came,

To which of old the Magi gave the name: 266

They feek the port, and refting on the fand

With poop to fhore the painted v,eifels frand.

And how Aftolpho from Alcina's power

Purfues his path in fafery on the fhere : ').70

Where many a plain he travels, many a wood,

And many a defert vale and mountain rude,.

Ver. 259. Her fair companion-] Fornari allegorizes the
paffilge thus :-Andronica (Fortitude) {peaks of high atchieve­
ments and vidaries: Sophrofyne (Temperance) tules anti re­
prefl"es the wind; that is, governs and keeps in due bounds the
paffions and afFeC\:ions of the foul.

Ver. 266. To which of old the Mogi gave the nome:] The
Magi were an ancient feC\: of Perfia, that for a long time ufurpcd
the kingaom. In the Pedian gulph 'was a port called from them
the port of the Magi.
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There oft by day, and oft by midnight {hade,

What murderous bands his lonely fteps invade!

Lions and dra~ons fell his eyes fyrvey, , ~75
With every beafl: that haunts the dreary way.

But when he to his lip the horn applies,

Each ruBian foe, each favage monfter B.ies.

Arabia, nam'd the happy, now he gains,

Inccnfe and myrh perfume her grateful plains : ~80

The virgin Phamirtf?cre, in feats of~_

SeleCl:s from all the world her.balmy ne:ft:.

He faw where once,.foi' lfrael's ch.afen -bari,

Th' avenging water~by ,divine command,

Proud Ph~aohwit& bis numerous hoft o'crthrew;

At length he near the land of heroes drew.. z86

By Trajan's banks he fpurs, with winding ~fe..
His fteed, unmatCh'd in fwifmefs as:in force: . .

When :o~er the field he leads the bOUnding race,.

No eye 1m footftep in the duft cail trace; ~90 .
•

Soft fnows and tendrr grafs his hoofs fuftain,

He [weeps unblith'd the.billows' of the main:

Ver. 2i6. At length he near the land of heroes drew.] By
this muft be underftood the 1aI).d celebrated for the heroes of
ancient flory.

Ver. 287. By Trojan's hanks-] He means by this "the
cut made by Trajan, extending from the Nile to the Red

*- , Argalia
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Argalia 'mm'd-him late-:no rtlort~l fire .

He knew; CQllc~iy.'d of 'nimble wind and nre:

~?t fill'd with earthly food, his' purer ftame 2'95

Was nurs'd with :air, and Rabican his Ii~e..

Aftolpho frill his eaeer waypurfu'd . .'

To where the Nile receives.the left"er flood.' . : .'

But ere h.ereach'd ·the: rjve~s.in<iuth~ ht:fpy~d

A.bark that tow~rds him Jwifdy fi;emm'd'the fider
A~ aged he"rmi t in 'the fte~n; appear'd; " !; :'. 30I

Adown his bofmn W&~& hiS: filver beard·; ',' -- '.

With ffcquont.cries hfi call'd the knight'io"take

With him'prot~ioniand'the land forfake. .. ..;

o:! . if.thoU :prizeft life, my. fwi (he faid) JOS
Nor feek~ thisrday to,mingHnv.ith the'neadi

Speed to the' fuither1hore withqbt:ilel:iy,'!" .

. For yonder path:to 'deailiWill b:iulthy wlly~':

Scar.cc.1halt thoupafs'a few.1ho'rt·miles, before

Ttune eye$fuaU view:'the dWelling red' with gore·:

In this his life Ii dr6ldf"urgiant'leads, .. '. ,.: j!1

.Whore: height; .btmany :a:foot, the' :height exceeds

9f human r~e--IlQ trav.eller ~r knight. ."

Can:,~ver thence. efc4pe' byJorce:or :flight: .

Vel', 299. -Rtibjcflr! his. name.] .The a~c~~t' ~. tbii
horfe ii in Boyardo. See Note to Book vii. vei 48"l. ~ ~ .

AU
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All cruelties his fiend-like arts' contrive;

He fiaughters fome, and"fome devours alive.:

To feize the wretch his glutton mllw'deftroys,

With €ruel fport he firft anet employ's .

Of wondrous make, a.rid near the 'cave with care

Hides in the yellow fands the fatal fnare.

. Who comes untutor'd in his fubtle wiles,

Nor knows the danger, nor fufpe8:s the toils;

Then tow'rd the deftin'd place with, horrid cries,

He drives the ftranger, who affrighted flies,

Till with loud laughter he beholds his net

With tangling mefhes every limb beret.

No traveller he fpares, nor knight, nor dame

Of high repute or undiftinguifh'd name:

He fucks the marrow and the blood he drains;

He chews the flefh; the bones beftrew the plains;

And dire with human {kins on every fide 331

He hangs his dwelling round in horrid pride.

Then hear, my fon, confent yon path to take ,

That to the fea fecure thy way will make.-

Good father, thanks! and deem hot I defpife 33)
Thy profFer'd love (the fearlefs knight replies) ;

Blit -danger light againft my glory weighs,

Nor life J pri~e compar'd with endlefs praire.

Thou feek'ft to {hake my fi~'d refolves in vain,

Behold I nafte yon drear abode to gain.

~3
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With lofs of honour fafety might be won, .

Eut more tUn death fuch fafety muft I fuvn.

If now I go, what can I fufFer more

Than what fuch numbers there hav.e met before?

YetlhouldHeaven'spowerfo f~rqlyarmsfuftajn,34S
That he fhould yield, and'viccor I remain,

Behold I make yon path fecure for all J

Slight harm may chance, but greater good befal :

My fingle life expos'd in balance weigh

Againft the thoufands I may fave to-daY.J50

Go then in peace, my fon (the hermit cries)

Heaven fend his angel Michael from t~e ikies,

To guard thy perfon in the hour of fight I
So fpoke the fimple fire, and blefs'd the kq~ght,

Who, as 'by Nilus' banks the freed he guides~ ~SS

More in his horn than in his fword co~fides~

:Between the rapid frream and fens there lay

Amid the fands a narrow, lonely way,

That foon the champion to the dwelling drew,

Whofe ruthlefs.hoft no tender pity knew.. 36Q

Of wretches thither led; around were ftrung

Diffever'd heads, and naked limbs y/ere hu~g;

And
Ver. 36I. -atrJzmti wlf'ej1runl

, Dilfroffd heads,-] The dwelling of this giant

refembles the 'den of Cacus in Virgil,:
---fcmper.
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And not a gate or window thc;.re but 1}l~w'd

Some hQrrid fragment dr-opping fable blood.

As in tne Alpine heights, p-r ruftic town, 365

The hunter, long in fylvan perils known,

Aloft fufpends the paws and fhaggy fpoils

Of favage boars, the ~rophies of his toils;

So the fierce giant wOllld,the mightieft tell

That in his power by cruel fortune fell. 370

The bones of other~ fpre;1d the country o'er,

And every ditch is fill'd with human gQre•
•

Before the cave <;:aligorant appear~,

(Such is th~ nam~ the dreadful giant bears)

Who, for rich. rogins with gold and tap'ftry fprea<t,

Adorns his horrid fl1!ln{j.on with the dead. 376
He fees the duke at diftance on tpe plain,

He fees, and fcarcely can.his joy contain;

for thrice the moon had chang'd, and not a knight

Bad pafs'd tha.t way to glut his lQna10g fliht. a8Q

_--tfemperque recenti
Crede tepeqat h~mus ; foribusque aSixa fupe~
Ora virum lriO:i pefldebant pallida taboo

lENEID, Lib. viii.

With copious {laughter fmok'd the purple Boor; I
PlI1e heads hung horrid on the lofty ellJor,
Preadful to view' and d,ropp'el with crimfon gore.

r.TT2vcr. 257·
. $<:e ~ewife Po~YPHEME in Homer•.

~i ~QW

•
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Now tow'rds the fen with eager pace he fpeeds,

(The fen o'ergrown with fedge and fpiky reeds)

In hope to drive the champion in the bands

That clofe were fpread beneath the treacherous fands;

As oft before he many a wretch had cau~htJ 385
. Whom evil deftiny had thither brought.

Soon as the Paladin the foe furvey'd,

Awhile in deep fufpenfe he cautious ftay'd;

Left, as the hermit warn'd, his courfer's feet

Should unawares th' entangling IY\efhes meet. 3,0

But here his magic horn the warrior tries i

His magic horn its wonted aid fupplies.

The· giant hears, and {huck with fudden fright

Reprints his backward fteps: the Chriftian knight

Repeats the blaft: amaz'd in every fenre 395

The giant flies, but knows not where nor whence;

Headlong he rufhes on the toils, en{nar'd

In his own toils fe,T others oft prepar'd :

The net ext~nding drags him to the ground,

And clafps in.twining links his body round. 400

.Afto}phQ, who th' enormous bulk furvey'd

Low ftretch'd on earth, at once with:naked blade

Leap'd from his freed, for many a thoufand dead

To take due vengeance on the murderer's head•.

But
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But now, he- fears, to kill his wretched thrall, 40S

Mankind would bafenefs more than courage call,

While on the plain all motionlefs he lies

FaR: fetter'd with indiffoluble ties.

This net of ftee! with more than mortal art

Had Vulcan fram"d, to break whofe finalleR: part 410

No ftrength avail'd: with this of old were bound

Venus and Mars in Love"s embraces found.

The jealous God contriv'd the fubtle toils,

T' entrap the God of arms and Q!!een of fmiles•.

Hermes from Vulcan this by ftealth remov"d, 41S

To feize fair Chloris, long his beft belov'd;

Chloris, of bright Aurora's train, who flies

Before the fun, ,and round the dappled fkies

From her full veft the filver lily ftrows,

The purple violet, and blufhing rofe. 420

Her clofely Hermes watch'd, till with the fnare

One day he caught the flying nymph in air.

Ver. +16. - OJbris, -] Chloris' was a nymph of whom
Zephyrus was enamoured; and having [poiled her ofher virginity,
he gave her the name of Flora. She was alfo called Z~phyretta,
from the name of the wind: Pope gives this !aft name to one of.
his Sylphids. .

The fluttering fun be Zephyretta"s care.

RAPE of the LOCK.'

I Thea
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Then was it known for ages to remain
•Within {:anopus at Anubis' fane.

Three thoufand years elaps'd, at laft arofe ...25
Caligorant, the worft of impious foes,

Who feiz'dwith. daring hand the net divine,

And fir'd the town, and robb'd the holy furine.

From this Aftolpho takes a length to bind

The caitiff's arms j thefe pinio~d clofe behind 430

With band on band fecur'd he firmly ties,

Then from the net he frees and bids him ",ife.

His fiercenefs tam'd, fubmiffive now he ftands,

Mild as .fome damfel, to the knight's commands,

Who thinks to lead him thence, in triumph {hown 43$

Thro' many a city, fort, and peopled town;

With him refolv'd the wondrous net to take,

Whore like no- mortal tool or hand could make.

Then on his captive's back he lays the weight,

And leads behind him in viaorious ftate 44Q

The wretch, configning to his ·fervile care

The ponderous helm and marry fhield to bear ;

And welcome joy imparts where'er he goes,

Since fear no more the pilgrim's hofom knows.

Thus

Ver. 444-. Sine!! ftar no more-] "Ariofto, by Caligorant
and his ne~ had an hiftoricql·· allufion to ~ ~ous fophill: and

~c
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Thus pafs'd Aftolpho, till he near efpies . #J
The well-known pyramids of Memphis rife;

Memphis, that draws her greateft fame from thefe i

Now crowded Cairo he before him fees.

The people flock to view with eager eye

The giant's towering height and wondering cry; 45'0

Whence could yon pigmy.knight fuch prowc;fs 1how.

To bind ill captive chains fd huge a foe?

While each beholds him with enraptur'd gaze,

And gives him every palm of knightly praife.

Not then fuch ftreets and domes could Cairo boaft

As now fuffice not half th' unnumber'd hoft 4S~

That there refide; tho' great each manfion's height.

'Tis faid that hundreds pars unhous'd the night.

There in a caftle fair the Soldan dwells,

Whofe fpacious ftruCl:ure others far excels j 460
And thrice five thoufand, held in vaffal awe,

All renegados from the Chriftian law,

heretic of his own time, who entangled people in his fophiffica1
net of falfe logic: this heretic and fophift became an orthodox
and ufefu! man afterwards, as Caligorant did when foiled by his
weapon, and well inftruCled by Aftolpho. Ariofto's poem, like
Spenfer's, is full of biftorical allufions, as well as moral allegories.
Ariofto bas imaged the giant and net of Caligorant from the
,iant Zambardo in Orlando Innamorato, Book i. c. vi.".
- UJ'TON'S Notes on$pemer.

With
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With wives, and fteeds, and each domeftic train,

Beneath one roof his ample wall~ contain.

Where Nile his ftream to Damiata guides, 465

And where he rufhes in the "briny tides,

Aftolpho pa(s'd, yet none (fo went the "fame)

Bfcap'd alive or free that thith"er came.

Thereon the fhore, a~d near the mouth of Nile,

Lodg'd in a tower a robber liv'd by fpoil 470

Of travellers and pilgrims thither led,

And even to Cairo's gates his rapine fpread :

For though his limbs a thoufand wounds receive',

Not one the caitiff could of life berea",e.

To prove if aught avail'd in bloody ftrife 47 S
To make the Sifters cut his thread of life,

Aftolpho now to Damiata came,

And fought the wretch-OrHo was his name.

Arriving

Ver'478. - OrillJwoshisnome.] Here follows one of the
rnoil:.exuavagant of Ariofto's fi8:ions: it is continued from the
Orlando Innamorato; the ftory is thus told by Bayardo.

"After the btothers Gryphon and Aquilant were delivered
from the cafrle of the fairy, where Mandricardo had won the
arms of" Heaor, they purfued their journey together, till they
met two ladies, atten~ by two dwarfs; one lady was clothed
in white, and the other in black v~ments j the dwarfs were

apparelled in like manner; and one lady rode a white, and

tho
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Arriving where the fea receives the Nile,

He fees the caftle on the fandy foil, 480

Where dwelt th' enchanted foul, no fan of earth,

Who from an imp and fairy drew his birth.

Already there the fight.with dreadful rage

He fees two warriors with Orilo waie.

Alone Orilo ftood j but fuch his might, +85
That {carce their ikill fuffic'd each noble knight

J::limfelf to guard; yet long for valour known,

Their fame in .arms o'er all the world was blown.

Thefe youths their birth from Olivero take,

Gryphon the white, and Aquilant the black. 490

When firft the field the necromancer fought,

With great advantage on his fide he fought:

With him a monfter came, to whom the earth

Of Egypt gives its unpropitious birt4;

He batks on fhore, or lives beneath the flood, 495

And human bodies are his dreadful food,

the .other a black palfrey. Thefe ladies, knowing th~t the
flars threatened the two knights with untimely death in France,

in order to prevent their fate, epgaged them to undertake

the conqueft of Orilo, who could not be killed by a mortal

weap'0n. The knights had a dreadful battle with him, arid hew
a crocodile, which the necromancer brought witll him; and the

cVC!nt continu<;d undecided, when a ~ght arrived, leading a giant

. in chains. ORL. INNAM. B. i. C. ii. m.
When

.'S
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When thoughtlefs pilgrims by his rage are llain,

Or wretched mariners that plough the main.

The breathlefs monfter, ftretch'd along the fand,

A victim lies to each brave brother's hand: 500
But not a wound can ftern OrUo feel,

Though both· the youths. their blows _united deal:

'Bull oft his limbs they lop, but lop in vain ;

Nor, though difmember'd, can he yet be flain.

Depriv'd ~f hand or leg, his magic power 50S'
Returns it to the place it held before.

Now Gryphon to the teeth drives throngh his crefh

Now Aquilant divides him to the breaft:

He laughs at all their blows in fell difdain; .

They rave to find their blows beftow~d in v~in. 5U)

SO when we fee' the liquid metal fall,

Which chemins by the ·name of Hermes call,

Though here and there the parts diffever'd roll,

They foon a~ain uriite to form the whole.

fIis head 10pt off, Orilo fwift defcends, 5J 5
And eager in its fearch his arm extends;

Now by the nofe he takes it, now the hairs,

And, fixing on the neck, the lofs repairs.

Then vainly in the. ftream that near them flows

~rave Gryphon's hand the fever'd vifage thro~s: 520
OrilQ
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Orilo dives the bottom to e~plotef

And with his head returns unhurt to fuore.

~wo lovely dames, in comely garmeats. drefs'd~

This clad in white, and that in fable veft,

Who firft to battie urg'd each gallant knight, 52.
Stood near befide to view th' unequal fight.

Thefe were the fairies, whOfe benignant care

Had bred from earlieft years the noble pair,

When from two ravenous birds they fnatch'd away

The hannlefs babes that' in their talons lay; 53Q

Convey'd fro~ weeping Sigifmunda's hand,

And borne far diltant from their native l·and.

But wherefor~fuould Ion this ftory dwell,

A itory aU mankind have known fo well ?

Now from thefe climeS withdraws 'the golden day,

The happy i1lesreceive the parting ray : 53'

Ver. 527. Theft were the fqiries,-] See the foregoing note.
Boyardo lightly touches on the education and ~arly adventures

of thefe brothers, with the care taken of them by the two fairie!!»

but fe~ms, for particulars, to allude to fome other frory, which,

though it has efcaped the trannator's knowledge, m.ight be fami.
liar to the readers of Boyardo and Ariofro.

Ver. 535. Nowfrom theft dimes-] All the fo~owingp;dfage,
to the conclufion of the adventure with Orilo, is Ariofto's own.
though engrafied on Boyardo's fictio~.

Ver.536. The happy ijles-] The Canary ma.l)ds.

J Pale
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Pale in the 1hade-the mifty objeCts gleam,
, '

And the moon glimmers with a doubtful beam J

When fierce Orilo to his fort retir'd i

For now the white and fable dame requir'd

To fray the combat, till the rofeate morn

In eaftern fides 1hould make her wifu'd return.

Aftolpho now, to whom before were known,

By each device, but more their valour fhown,

Gryphon and Aquilant, with eager pace

Adyanc'd, and held them in a ftriCt embrace.

Not lefs the brethren, when in him who drew

The giant chain'd, the Englifh duke they.knew,

With joy carefs'd him, who to Gallia came

Known by the baron of the leopard's name.

The virgins led the warriors to repofe,

Where near in view a ftate1y. palace rofe ;

Whence fquires and damfels met them on the way,

With many a torch that caft a blazing ray. .

Their courfers to th' attendinggroomsconfign'd, SSS

The knights unann, and in a garden find,

Plac'd by a. cryftal fountain's murmuring tide,

A plenteous board with various cates fupply'd.

Then with a matfy ponderous chain they bind

The gi:mt, Qn the e;rafi"y turf contin'd,
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Tied to an oak's rough ,trunk, whole fturdy h,eight

Had years defy'd j and left the (-oe by night ,
.Should leek to loofe his honds, and work them harm,

Ten foldiers round him watch'd to give th' alarm.

The coftly wines' that crown the fumptuous board,

With favoury viands, lefs delight afford. ,66'
Than the fweet converfe of the focial hour:

But chief Orilo and his magic power

Engrofs the talk j while ftin to every mind

It feems a dream, that head or arm disjoin'd, 570

And caft to earth, fhould thus again unite,

And he return more daring to the fight.

Already good Aft-olpho counfel took;

And foon he gathers from his wondrous book,

No mortal hands Orilo's life can end, 57S
Till from his head one fatal hair they rend j

That loft, he dies-thus far the book can !how,

:But tells not how the fatal hair to know.

Not lefs Aftolpho conqueft now enjoys,

Than if his arms had won the glorious prize; 580­

And foon to each he makes his purpofe known~

To take th' adventure on himfelf alone,

To flay Orilo; would the brethren yield.

To him the trial of the doubtful field.

VOIo. II. R Thefe
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There" well affur'dhis courage vain to find, 585'
Freely to him the arduous tafk refign'd.

Aurora through the fides her light extends, ,

When the fierce robber from his fort dercends.

Aftolpho and Orilo rufu to fight;'

One wields the mace, and one the falchion bright.'

Aftolpho long drays fome well~aim'd blow, ,591.

To chace the· groaning' {pirit from his foe.

Now, with the mace 10pt off, his better hand,

Now either arm, falls bleeding on the (and:

With backward ftroke he cuts him now in twain, 595

And with hi~ members 'piecemeal ftrews the plain:

As oft Orilo bids the parts unite,

And wondrous ftands with new-recover'd might.

'Him in a hundred parts Aftolpho hews;

As oft his [ever'd frame itfelf renews. 60()

Amidft a thoufand {hokes, one happier fped

At length above the lhoulders reach'd his head;.

The head and helmet from the trunk it rends:

S\:ldden Aftolpho from hi~ feat defcends :-

Now in the matted locks with eager fpeed 60S

His hand he faftens, and remounts his freed;

Againft the courfe of Nile he fpurs, he flies, "

And far from fad -Qrilo bears. the prize.

3 Meantime
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Meantime the wizzard haftens to explore

(Uncpnfcious what had paft) the fandy {hore. 610'

But when he finds the knight and comer Beds

Had to the diftant foreft borne his head;

He takes his freed, and on the faddle light ,

He leaps, and haftens to purfue the knight..

He wOl,lld have cry'd to bidthe warrior ftay, 619

But the fierce duke had borne his tOrigueaway.

He [purs, he gives the rein; but like the wind

Soon Rabicano leaves him far behind..

An.d now Aftolpho for th:e' fatal hair

Explor'd the head with unavailIng care J ' ' 62<1
Eager to find, what found would end the ftrife,

From which Orilo drew immortal life.

Perplex'd heview'd the locks, 'alike in hue,-

Nor where to fix his doubtful choice he knew:

At length-Let all be 1horn (the warrior cries); 621

And well his fword the place of {hears Cupplies. '

The head his left, the fword his right hand bears,

With this he fhaves around th' Innumerous hlrirs.

Among the .reftthe fatal hair he £hears,

,Ghaftly and 'pale at once the face appears: 6jo

The

Ver..~30. Ghtifily and pale-] Whatever may be the ex..
travagance of the fiCtion, yet the defcriptive force of thefe

R ~ • lin
ei
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The eyes' roll inward, every fymptom fhows

That life at laft haa touch'd its wretched clore :'

lines muft be allowed to be admirable; and the inftant change of

the features, on cutting the f.ltal haic, exhibits a moft ftriking
picture. M!;:taft.afio has a fine pa1fage of a fimilar kind, where
~e head of Holofernes is cut off by Judith, which file thus
defcribes : .

- Ecco l'orribil capo .
D'agli. omen iivuc).
Guizza i~ trOI1$:O recifo
SuI fanguigno terren': balzarmi fento

II tefchio iemivivo
Sotto la man, che'l -fofrinea: q~e1' volto
A un tratto {coloric; mute parole,

Q.uellabro articolar; quegliocchi intorn~

Cercar del fole i ra4
Morire, e minacciar, vidi e tre~i.

:aETULJA'tIJI. Part ij.

- Behold the dreadful vifage
Now feVer'd from the trunk; the headlefs trunk
Sinks on-th' infanguin'd"earth-bene;ath my haQd
That bore the weight, I felt the gafping head
Half living, more convulfive-from the face

All colour fled-the lips etray'd in vain

The unform'd word-the ghaftly rolling eyes
Yet fought the light, and threatcn'd even in death.

I fflw and trembled !~
BETHULJA DllLJVBAED•

. An Italian commentator fays, that by Orilo the poet figures a
noted Alchymift of his time; and by Aftolpho, who depriyes

him of tJ1e meam of rejoining his IbnbJ, be denotes the perfon
who cUred him of his error.

The
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The headlefs trunk that follow'd, fudden lies

-Fall'n from its featj no more again to rife.

Aftolpho now the dames and warriors fought i 63S
1n his viCl::orious gr~fp the head he" brought,

With all the figns of late departed breatl1 j

And1how~d afar the carcafe ftretch'd in death.

'Twas doubtful, when the brother championsview'd

Orilo fiain, what fec;ret thoughts enfu'd 64~

Vcr. 635. 4J1olpho now the dames-] The {lory broken off
by Boyaido is taken up by -Ariono, who brings Aftolpho with

Caligorant prifoner, to finifh the adventure by the help of his
book. The circu.mftances of the battle between the brothers
and Orilo, are nearly the fame in Soth poets.

" The difficulty which prince Arthur finds in killing Male-
- ger, feeriJ.s to De copied by SpenCer. from the encounter of

Gryphon ani Aquilant with Orik>, who, like Maleger, receives
no injury from all the wounds that are given him; and the cir­
~mftances by which Maleger's death is effeaed, partake much
of the fimtaftic extravagance of thole by which Orilo is at lift
killed."-WARTON'S Obfervations on Spenfer.

He ftroke at him fo fternly, that he made
An open paffage through his riven breaft,

That half-the fteel behind his breaft did reft ;
Which drawing forth, he looked evermore,

• When th~ heart blood ihould~ out of his cheft,
Or his dead cone ihould faD upon the floor,

But his dead cork upon the floor fell nathemore.
" FAIRY QyUN, B.,D. c. xi. ft. 37.

RJ In
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In either breaft, perchance difpleas'd to find

Their ho.p'd-f~r ,wreaths another's temples bind~

Nor.yet more grateful than to either knight

Seem'd to each dame the iLfue of the fight,' .

\Vho held them with Orilo there engag'd 645, , .

.In fruitlefs toil, while thus the war they wag!dJ

To keep them both from France, where cruel ftrife

Had menac~d foon to dole their Y0uthfullife.

So~n as in Damiata's -tow~ dec1ar'd~

Orilo's death pad reach'd the caftle.,guard, 6$~

The chief (as there the eaftern nati~ns uf~)

Difmifs'd a dove to Cairo with the news.

'rh,e me[age fwifr he bears ~ beneath his ""iog

The letter f3ften'd by a Gender ftring.

Another dove difmifs'd the tidings fpread 6S5
p'er Egypt foon c:>f fierce Orilo dead.

Th' adventure finifh'd thus, AftolphQ warm$

The brother-knights to noble deeds of arms

~n aid of Charles-ye~ little\ach require~
To fan the generous ardor that infpires 660

Ver. 652. Difmifs'da doveo:-] This praence followed in

t:gypt offendi~g advices to difbnt parts, is defcribed by T~o,_
. . Thefe winged heralds thus the mandates bl:af"

Pf~e~n ~atic.u~s ~rou.gh. ~c: 1i~lds of air.
B: xyiii. ver. 350.

J-li~
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His gailant breaft, e affert the church's caufe, . }
From infult 'to defend the Roman laws, .

And 'midft their facial bands to merit firfta.pplaufe.

Thus Aquila~t and Gryphon took their leave

Of either dame, who while they deeply grieve 66S

At fuch refolve, yet could 'not here oppofe .

The glorious purpofe which from virtue rofe.

But ere the warriors bent to France their way,

They turn'd afide their pious rites to pay

"In fainted regions, with the prefence bleft 670

Of GOD himfelf, in human fle£b confefs'd.

The right they follow'd, tho' the left hand £bow'd .

A path more pleafing, where the winding road

Clofe by the fea in eary journey lay:

Lonely the right, and horrid was the way; 67S

But fooner this, by many tedious days,

To Paleftine the travel1er conveys.

Here ftreams were found, and herbage cloth'd the

plain,

But every other good is fought in vain.

Hence ere they parted, with forefeeing care' 680

They due provifions for their ufe prepare,

And on the giant's £boulders place the freight,

Whofe ftrength fuflic'd to bea( a caftle's weight.

R 4 Soon
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. Soon as they reach'dthemountain'sarduousheight~

La! fudden ftreteh'd befQre their raptur'd fight 68S

That holy land, wher~ never-ending Grace

Cle~ns'd with his blood the fins of human race.
.. ' .

When now the warriors near the city drew~

They met a noble y~uth, whom well they knew,

Of M~cca, Sanfonetto was his name, 690

His virtu~s great, and great his knightly flUnc :

In early prim~ of life, above his years

for prudence fam'd, and reverenc'd by his peers.

Orhindo to our faith had brought the knight,

~nd with his hand beftow'd the Chriftian ri~e. 695

l;Iim there employ'd in builg,ing forts they find,

Againft. th' Egyptian Caliph's bounds defigo'd;

,And now he frames the walls, t' indofe around

Mount Calvary, and fence the hallow'd ground.

From him fueh we1com~ every knight receives, 700

As the free foul to worth congenial ~ives.

He leads them to the gates with courteous grace,

And in his c.our~ ~ffi~n!i an hOBQur'd place.

Thpfe Pilrts he rul'd i and there vicegerent~de

By royal Charle.5, tne empire juftly fway'd. 70S

Ver. 690' ~anJonett(J -] The name of this knight does not
.ppear in the Innamorato.

To
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To him ,AAolpho,.gave his, canquer'd pJ'i~e!r ,;

That captive gitilt of fo htigc ·a:nz.cj .. '

_ Wi~h whore ftrt?ng nelves cnor¢ous weights to bear.

Ten beaB:s' a£:bll~hen: frarcely: muld compare.

With ~im .t\+l:olpfio on tIm knight beftow'd'

The wondrous net 'to Which he conqueft ow'd.

From Sanfonetto then the duke receiv'd

-4 roftly belt with rich embroidery weav'd;

And two fair fpurs, refplendent to behold,

Gold 'were the buckles, and the rowels gold, 715

Believ'd the champion's once, whore valiant deed

The holy virgin from the drag.on freed:
. With

Vcr. 716. &/il'fJ'rnhe chainpioll's '1Ia, whofi Vd,/ill1lt'dud
The holy virgin from the dragon[reed:J St. George,

the tribune of Cl!-ppadoci~ according to the legendary fable, tra-
, veIling through Lybia, delivered a virgin, a king's daughter, who

~ on the point of being devoured by a. dragon: but Ariafto
{eerns rather to allude to the myftic fenfe of the frory, by which

the virgin is made- the tY~ of Faith or Religion, and. the d,ragon

her ancient e~emy (the old fe~nt) f~bdued by hqly.Fortitude.
T alro h:iS a ,palfage, where he defc~ibes the moth,er Qf CIQrinda
paying her fecret devotions to a piClure of this kin~ which fcems
to give t,lu: whole an allegorical turn.

Her piChu-'d room a facred frory fhows,

Where rich with Hfe each mimic figure glows ~

There white as mow appears a lovdy maid,

And, near, a dragon's hideous form difplay'd:
5 A champion

·....
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With mllllY a prize ~s rare were tltefe 'obtain'd

By Sanfonetto, when he Zaff'a gain'd:

, Their fins abfolv'd, amidft a faintly band' 720

Of fathers' held in reverence through die land

For pious works, they vifit every {brine,

To meditate on myfteries divine :

There 1hrines, which now the facrilegious Moor

Has wrefted from the Chriftian's waining power: 7 '2S
o foul difgrace! To. arms is Europe fir'd,

But wars not where her arms are moft· requir'd.

While there with rites of pure, devotion paur'd

Their fouls in prayer, and Heaven's high grace im-

plor'd,

A Grecian pilgrim came; who tidings brought 130

That deep dift-refs in Gryphon's bofom wrought,

Abforb'd each calmer thought in black defpair~

And fcatter1d all his pious vows in air~

A champion through the beafr a javelin fends,
And' in hi~ blood the monfrer's bulk extends :
.Her~ oft the queen her fecret thoughts confefS'd-

Again-in"her prayer:'-
Tpou, heavenly Chief! whofe arm the ferpent brav'd, &c.

]ERUSAL. DEL.B. ii. v. 173.

Ver. 728'. While thife with rights ofpure dt'lJDtiDn-] s.anfo~

J)etto and Aftol~ho appear again, Boolc; xviii. ver. 64-9.

Much.
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Much lov'd the knight, yet lov'd but to his fha'me~ .

A damfel, Origilla was her name; 735

'With her but few could vie in charms of face,

And few like her ofmind'deprav'd and bafe.

Late, in the walls of tonftantine~ behind

He left the fair, by fharp difeafe confin'd-

A fever's rage-and' when return'd again 74~

He hop'd t? find 'her from her bed of pain

-In charms reftor'd, he 'heard the faithlefs dame

Had, with a new-found object of her flame,

Ver. 735. A damJel, Origilla was her name;] Orlando, going
in feaich' of Angelica, came one day to a bridge, guarded by a

knight, where he found this Otigilla hanging by the hair of he~
head on a tree, and was prevented from relealing her by the in-'

terpofition of the knight, who told him a long £lory of her
wickednefs; , but Origilla denying the charge, and Orlando

pitying her condition, overthrew four knights, and carried her
ayvay with 'him: fhe deceived him by a wile, and £lole 'his horfe

Brigliadoro, which he aft~ds recovered. "She then b~trayed

Orlando into the hands of the Pagan king Monodant, on con­
dition tba~ Gryphon, whom fhe loved, and who, with Aquilant,
was prifoner to the king, fhould be given up to her. 'Gryphon
and Aquilarit, being both let at liberty, the two knights, with
Origilla, between whom and Gryphon a clofe attachment had

been formed, purfued their journey, till Origilla being taken lick,

was left behind on the way, at which part Ariofi:o takes up her
fl:ory. See ORL. INNAM. B. i. ii.

Ver. 738• - the woOs of Co'!f/ant;ne,- J ~yzantium,

~pnfiantinople. " .
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'ro Antioch paft,-perchance impatient grown,

,In ·prime of beauty's bloom, to'Oeep alone. 745

From this fad moment Gryphon knows not reft i

By day" by night, fighs itfue from his breaft.

Let thofe that e'er have found Love's cruel fmart,.

Judge if he feels not n'ow his keene!l:" dart:

And more he fuffers, doom'd the woes to feel, 750

Which confcious ,fuame forbids him to reveal.

His brotherAquilant had oft reproy.'d

His fenrelefs pamon j oft, with pity mov'd,

Strove from his heart to drive a worthlefs dame,

Who liv'd the fcandal of the female name. 755

Yet, fpite of truth, would Gryphon fain abufe

.Himfe1f unhappy, and her faults excufe~

At length he purpos'd to depart, unknown

Of Aquilant, and hafte to Antioch's town i

And thence recover to his longing arms 760

Tac: dlJme who firft enllav'd him with her charms i

To drag his rival forth, and make him prove

fIis dreadful vengeance for infulted loy~.
- .

r

How this he wrought, and what in c?urfe hefd

H~s.purpos'dfearch, th' enfuing book fuall tell. 765

. END 0 i THE F IF TEE NTH II 0 0 K.
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THE A R GUM E N T.

THE meeting of Gryphon and his miftrefs Origilla. The fiege
ofParis continued. Rodomont, having leaped within the ~s,
makes, a great flaughter. While Agramant, with his forces,

is endeavouring to enter at a gate, Rinaldo, conduCted by the
Angel and Silence, comes to the affiftance of the Chriftians.'

Speech of Rinaldo to his army. General battle defcribed.

Valour of Rinaldo. 'Zerbino fignalizes himfelf. During the

battle, Charles, who was engaged in a different quarter, in the
defence of the city walls, ' hears of the de~aft'!-tion made in the

he3!t of the city by Rod9mont, who was deftroying all wit;)
me and fword.
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O·F

ORLANDO FU·RIOSO.

OF woes .in love unnumber'd hearts complain,

And I with thefe an equal fhare fuftain :

If then with fpeech or pen I fhould declare

What pains opprefs, and what are light to bear,

Confide in hi.m, who from himfe1f can tell S
Thofe fufferings which he oft has k~own fo well.

Though from her lover's fight the fair-one flies,

Frowns on his forrows, and his fuit denies j

Condemns him ftill unrecompens'd to wafte

The tedious moments j if his heart is plac'd 10

On virtuous beauty, let him ceafe to mourn,

Nor deem his ftate of every hope forlorn :

But let him weep, him wretched muft we call,

Whom lovely locks and fparkling eyes enthral,

Where beauty ferves but as a treacherous blind IS
l:o hide each vice that taints the fe~alemind.

, . ',' fIe'

",
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He feeks to fly, but like i wou!1ded hart,

Where'er he goes he bears the fatal dart:

He blulhes for himfe'lf, he feels his thame,

He knows no cure, nor dares avow his flame. ~o

Such was unhappy Grypho:D's frate, who views

His fault' too well, and frill that fault purfues ;

He fees how ill his doting thotfghts are plac'd

On Origilla, faithlefs and unchafre :

Yet.Reafon to cOQtfQIling Love gives way,

And Paillon over Will ufurps the fway.

Her bafenefs, her ingratitude, he knows, .

And frill purfues her freps where'er the goes.

Now to refume the pleafing tale :-Unknown

1'0 all, he iffu'd from the walls alone; 30

Nor to his brother durft his purpofe move,

W~~fe better wifdom oft had check'd his love:

But turJ:?ing to the left, without delay,

To diftant Rome he takes the ready way.

Six days elaps'd, Damafcus frrikes his eyes,

And thence his courfe to Antioch's city lies: .

When near Damafcus' walls the knigh~ he mer~

On whom his faithlefs dame had newly fet

. Vet'.·37• H'1J'm lltfJY Dat1ll1flrd waDs'tht Inight ht md,

0rI whom his faitbkfs dal1U-] .This intrigue at
()ri~illa is not mentilfned by Boyard~ but appears to !>e an in­
. •. cident
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Her cha~geful heart, and wellthepair1lgr~'d, ,

As with the feti~ flower the noifome weed. "'0
Both fickle, bafe, and vers'd in every wile,

With courteous 1how concealing mutual guile.

Thus, as Ifaid, the bafe deceiver rode,

And, arm'd in pomp, a: ftately fteed beftrode,

With Origilla, richly to behold ' .4-5
Array'd in azure garments fring'd with gold.

Two fquires beftde him pac'd along the field..

Who bore by turns his helmet and his 1hield. '

For now he fought, with every fplendour fhown,

T' attend a tilting in Damafcus' town. So

It chanc'd the Syrian monarch then clec1at'd,

By trumpet's found, a furnptuous feaft prepar'~;

Hence, from afar (as candidates for 'fame)

Adorn'd with every coft the warriors came.

Soon as the dame beheld her injur'd knight, ,

Brave Gryphon, near, fhe trembled with affright: "

She knew her lover's force too weak to wield'

His arms againft him in an equal field:

But, vers'd in fraud, each feature [oon {he·clears..

No voice, no gefture, tells her inward fears: ' 60 <

cident naturally grafted on her ftory by Ariofto, arid fuitable to
p.er charaCter in the Orlando IMamorato.

VOL. II. S Now
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Now .ith her par~r 1M c:cmccrtl tho guile',

Taen hafta to Gryphon with. treacherous finile;

In well diBhnblcd Joy her arms fh~ throws

Arouod his neck, and to his bofom grows;

With honey'd words, with~ foothing art 6;
Of dall~ance fQ11d, lIte melt& his ea.fy heart.

:, Then weeping thus-Is thi., rnylong:-loft lord,

Is this, alas! .my conftarit love's.reward l

Twe1vcltcdious months ~caed and alone,

Gryphon not hears my fighs, nor heeds my moan ; 70

And.~had I ftay'd his wHh'd teturn to fcc,

'(hat day perchance had DC'~'beell feen by me!

When with impat~eJ:lce from Nicof~'s court

(Whfre many a knight and darnfd made refort)

I hop'd thy fwift returlt tome, bereft 75
Of every joy, by tbee unkindly left j

When the fell fever prey'd upon my life,

And death ftood t.hl'eatening in the d\lbi~ ftrife;

I heard my Gryphon; (all his vows forgot' '

Had Syria r~ch'd-How cruel then my lot! So

Hopclefs to £ollow-:-defperate thoughts fuggeft

With my own hand to pierce my wretched breaft.

But favouring Fortune's better care fupply'd

That fuccour, whicH thy cold negled deny'd:

She
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She in my bt'othet- rent .. valu'd friend,.5
Fram aU mifthanct'my honour to tkrtnd ;

And now, a blifs above each bleffing dear,
. ~ ; ;. . )'. . .

Gives me to meet my lord, my Gryphon, here!

Sure but for tMs my foul had wing:'d her flight:

In fond im'patie~ce for thy much~lov'd fight'! 90

So {poke th:e d~mrel fraudulen~ of ~i~d,

Mift:refs of a~, ~nd. bareft of her kind; , '

So well fhe k~ew'her feign'd'c~~£~~in:~~'to ~ra~~;,
. . . , ~.-.. ..! , ~ •

That all to Gryphon fhe n:ansferr'd the blame;
. ' .,. , • , I. . I

And made him ~ith fu~h ey~s her mit?-ion view, 95
As if their birch they tr~~ one parent 'drew;'

, .J .',. :' , :

And with ruch fp~cious ~ales beguil'd the youth,

Not John' nor'Luke bore 'clearer marks qf truth~.' ~

Thus fue, as foul in heart as (atr in'look,
, "

Difarm'd brave Gryphon of prep~r~d reD~.ke: 100

Enough that from hin;;relf h~ ~.~, remo~e .'
The heavy charge of h~r; neg1et1:bd 'lov~\.!: ',,;:',

... , " .

Th' impoft9r greeting now, wIth him he:' fteer'd'

His friendiy way~ 'and as they journey'd, heard

That Syria's ~ealthy king ~roda;im'd a ,~?~rt 105

For fplendid fhow, .,-"here k'nj'~hts of every fort,
" • I J. _ .: r ". " •

Of Chriftian faith, or bred in Pagan'laws,

Whom rumour to,'the feftivemeeting drltws,
,. I,

,S '2 'Vith~u1:

-.'

\,
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Without the walls, or in the,town fccure,

Remain unqutftion'd while the jou(ts endure. 110

Yet think me not fo cllger frill to dwell. -,

On Origilla, and her frory tell, . .
(Wh"ofe life each lover, that her'finiles believ'd,

A thoufand times with female guile decely'd)

That here my ,muf~. fqrgets again to turn I'5

Where warring fquadrons thro"ng'don fquadrons burn

With martial fury, while 'in arms they make

Proud 'Paris t~emble, and her hulwarks fhake.
\ '-. .

I left ~here Agramant affail'd .a gate

He vainly deem'd in ~ea:k defence1efs ftate;

But not a,part moreftro~gly could oppofe,

With chofen troops, th' inc~rfion of the foes.
: . . • • .: r .' I

There Charle~ himfelf, with leaders well prepar'd,
-:: ?" _ ,. _. '.. • \ I' . • "

There Otho and Avolia kept th~ guard:
'- ...... .. -: ~'~ . - ~ ..

Two Guidos, either Angelino there,
~ -# " I '., •

A.yino, Ang~l~~o, Berli·nge~. ' .. -, "

"Each Pagan war~ior to '~ew. fa~ afpires,
• f"' • . . 11 •

Nor lefs each Chriftian glows, wi'ttl generous fires:

Ali anxio~)s i'n:thc'i"r fovereigh's 'fig·ht to -g'ain
, . . . -. r •. .

The 111ec,fand priife which lo}~al deeds obtain. 13-
•. ' - ... • I •

_Ver. I I I. •ret think me not -,] . The ftory of Or~i!la aOd
Gryphon is cofttmucd,' Book xvii. ver. u8.

" , Nor
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Where

NOr yet the Moors,-'wti.h 'hardy feat~ of ~rmsJ

Eff~ce the ftain, of late infUtted harms; ,

.While counf1elS numbers; naughter'd by the foe,

A dire exainple:to=thd living fuow.

Thick ft;~the"wallS',like hail;"'the arr()ws Pour, J3S

And whelm th' affailants with an iron.1hoWer:

From. either hoft in' deafening~larn'o'tir -rife "

Tumultuous fuouu, and mingJe in tlie rici~s.

But leave we' Charles and Akrainaht awhIle," ' ,

And to the Mars of Afrie turn our fiile, 140

The.dreadful Rodomont, 'who uncontrol'd

Rag'd thro' the city; who, as late we told,

Left in the dreadful trench his haplers powers,

Where) ,dire to fee t "the flame each limb devours; .

While o'er the, fo1fe thatgirt the city round, I4S

He fafely lights'within the'lioftile ground.

Soon was the fatal Saracep efpy'd,

Known by his foreign arms and fcaly hide;

Vel'. 14-7. Soon was the [atal Saracen tjpy'd,] Thus Virgil
defcribes Turnus; when by chance fhut within the walls of the:
enemy.

Agnofcunt f.lciem invi~m atque inmania membra
Turbati fubito lEnead;e - ,lEn: ix. 735.

---- his blazing buckler they defcry,
Thf= f~kling fires tbat:1hot.from either e~'
His mighty members and his ample breaft,

His rattling armour and his crimfon creft..

S J

,
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Where weak oJd age, an4 thofe uDncrv'd wi~~ fw, i

To catch each.rumour lent a tr~mbling ear.· lSI)

They wring t~~4~ds, lQVd cri4J.llQdgrolDS akcnd,

And thrill lamentJ~ ib\rry "gion re~d.

To houfe. 1hnw.. .ahd :ramI tCD ~mples· ron ;

Each ij:eka by. Sight his threaten'd death to fhun :

But this to f~. the ~~rderous falchion yields, J 55
That "hir~inground dle furious Pagan wields.

Here, OJ) the groQnd, di1l'ever'd limbs are fpread,

Far from the trunk. there fall. the bounding head %

';l.'hro' one, with backward ftroke, the freel he guides,

And one, dow!) cleft, from head to bred divides:

Of all he woun~ed, kill'd, or held in chace, J6J

Not onc would turn to. meet him face to face.

As 'midft the harmlefs herds by .Ganges' waves,

Or i,n th' Hircanian fields, the tiger ravel;

Or where, o'erwhelm'd by rocks, Typhzus lies, 165

.On goats and lambs the wolf refiftlefs flies:

The favage Pagan thus unpitying flew

Not martial rquadron... but a heartlers crew;

Mere vulgar fouls, that ne'er in arms could vie,

Souls o~ly worthy to be born and die. 170

Thence to St. Mich~l'a bridge with ~ger hafte

Fierce ~odOffiQIttUte timorous people chac'd.

. AJik,
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Alike with him the lord, 'the fc:rvaot, f_ell

. His ruth,lei haa4 nor fAint~ unner fp.r~s.

Religion ,tQ::the Fi~ is 1J{) 'd<:fence, 175

Nor to ther baPe av,U" io in~cel1Ce;

Nor dames nor virgins 'find rolenting gr~c

For lovely eY4:s" or {~ a blooming faCl» "

Nor hoary a~ is fafe-again{\: the foes

Not more the Pagan pr9¢'s of valour thaws 180

Than cruel thirft of blood-fex, tank, and age

Fall undiftingui1h'd by his fiend-like rage. .

Nor this fell king. of impious kings the worft,

On human Jives exhaufts his wrath accurs'd J

Agail'lft the fenfelef$ domes his arm confpiresl . 185

The facred fane, the ftately roof,hc Utes,

In Paris (fuel meet to feed the flame)

Of timber then was raiJ'd each ample frame;

And now, in many a ftreer. as trav'Uers tell, .

Her ci~izens in wooden ftruB:ures dwell. 190

U nfated yet while thus his hate he fed,

And round him wide the conflagra~ion fprtad J

Ver. 175. RI/;g;on to tbe priYf;s no dtfince,] Thus Statius,
in the xth Book of his Thebaid.

--, non ullius ztas,
Non {t~tuI, noniOl'ID4' movetj p,,~us idem
Supplicibwfquc furit-

S 4 The
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The ftrongeft: pillars in his grafp' he took,

And from its bafe the noddi~g manfion 1book !

Not Padua's engines, of the mightieft fize, 19S

Thou e'er haft feen, with force'that could fuffice

T' o'ertUrn the piles which (terrible to'view!)

Dread Sarza', king in Crooking ruios threw•.

While thus the tyrant fword and fire emploY'd,

And burnt the town, and lives .on-lives deftroy'd, 200

Had Agramant without alike prevail'd,

'Paris had funk, and all her· glOry 'fail'd !

But this the Paladin forbade, who came

From diftant Albion to the field of fame;

Beneathwhore care the Scotch and Englifh fpreid .'lOS

Their bands, by Silence and the Anget' led.

Heaven will'd when Rodomont at firft, engag'd

In blood and £laughter, through the city rag'd,

That Clarmonr's leader·, with auxiliar powers,

Should near advance to Paris' fuffering towers. 210

Above the town a bridge prepar'd he threw,

And to t1:le left his winding forces drew.

,That, when he led them rang'd againft the foes,

No croffing riv~r might their march oppofe.

Six thoufand archers firft, ~ith.bann.er fpread, 215

He fent on foot, by gallant Edward led;
...

s
• R~)J~LDO.

With'
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With there two thoufand hor(e, whofe chafen bands,

All lightly arm'd, brave Arimon commands J

Who, near Saint Martin and Saint Denis gate,

Might enter Paris, and relieve her frate. 220

He fends apart each car and loaded·wain,·· : .

And every charge- that might tneir fpeed deta:in ;

While, higher up the Seine, with circling courfe,

Hiinfel{conduCl:s the remnant of his force,

With "barks and bridges fram'd to pafs the tide, 22.5

Whofe depth the eager troops to ford deny'd.

All fafely paft~ and every bridge with care

Behind deftroy'd, he forms in rank of war

His vafious .powers j but firlt ·he fummons all

. Thekgights and 'barons; each obeys his call j 230

He mounts aheight,!whence every eye and ear

May. view his gefture,and his fpeeches hear.

Then thiJs-'Tisyours, 0 chiefs.! to lifrin praife

Your hands to Heaven, who now decrees to raife

Your favour'd names, one glorious.J.abour·o'er, 2.35

And give fuch wreaths as ne'er were given before•.

Chace from yon· tacred watts our impious foe,

Two princes'lhall to'You theitr~ owe :....:.. " ....."

~::.. ~...\:.~ .Your-,

Ver. 236. Y"'wo ,rin~sjhan to j'tJu thti,.faJety ;,we:'-"~:. L.. .. " .... '" . - ~ ..'" .
rDur fiverelgn jlrft,-.;.) . He' here addre~ hlltl--

{elf
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YQur- {bveroign~ ",hafe hotx=J on yo, 4f,,"
To gUJrd.hiJrfr«doUl, JU)4j1lj, .lif~ ~,e<i;' ~~

Then roy.l CJ.d,... wluJ~ vi~Mto hM'~ ~~dl'c1

Whoe'er on Qr~p ·~iIlS nllc impcrhJJ:qc,Id. :

With thefe, fuJI ql~ny· a lting, and cai~f of fame,

Of vuif.luS ~~1,ln,ri,s ~nd ofvari~ na.mc.
Th~ wlJilc fQ'1r flr~ .p'r~f~r,'e )lCjlQ gr~ful tow~Jl'

Not only P~ds fhaU YOQr f1JCcours OWD. t.z.46

ParisJ wh9fe (9nS 1lO"f ftapd a heart1¢fs train,

Lefs fearing for the W9C$ themfelves fu.ft:ain,

Than for th~ir h~Jpl~r!i Whl~. ancl children'a fake,
Who equal qiu~ge, .itl\ thcmfelves .part,ke J 250

And hsUY m"id!1J ",lwrn f:iJoi«l.r'd walls incl~feJ

This d;y perchance defrauded of their vows.

But every country far and near,a whofe laws

Submit to CHB.ISTJ and own his hallow'd caufe:

For not a Chriftian tow. but fees CKpoI'd iSS
Some c:itizea in yondcr gattll indos'd.

If o,nce, by public voit:c, the ancients ~ve
A civic crown to bim, .whofe urn.. might fave

A lingle life-what hCHlours muft: be yOQrs,

~hofe aid \lOJuullber'd foul$ {rom clcath fecures?
.

W particularly to the EngJiIh: by their foveJ;.eign he means
Ott,lo king of.~.~. 01 Aftolpho, ... ~~pl ,in
Pp;wiIhQaP~ apd~ .1'5. .

.. But
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B\Jt if orf~ or eiJ'Y lh<Md im~c .A61

Th' ,IIC~~nsof fo great, fo jQft a deed ~ ,
,Should ltoftije force ddUoy y~A' f.,red. w.n~

Soon Italy and. Germany may fall,
With every realm that wodbitn ftjm who fign'~ 265
His blood a ranfom for re4eem'd mankind.

• Nor hope the Moor~ will frorn ,pur llUlds abftain
(Your lan,ds encircled by the rQ~ing main)

If thefe could once from Zibelrerra!s ftnnd,

Or Gades' confines, r"Jib. with d.aring hand #J.70

To wafte your ilks-how muft their power increafe,

When GaHia's conquer'd {\:ate$ their fway confers.

aut grant, nor honour nor advlWtage rife

To crown our toils in this day's enterprize,

Yet'duty bids us with their ~mlS unite, 27S

Who for one caufe, for one religion, fight I

Soon 1ball I lead your viCl:or-bands to throw

In difarray the legions of the foe,

That all unfkill'd in labours of the plain,

Appear a weak, unlft1n'd, and heartler. train. 'lSO

• With warda like tliefe ~ddrefs'd Rinaldo fir'd
"
Th' atte~tive leaders, and his haft infpir'd;.

When, as tpe proverb fpeaks, was little· need,
A~ wj~ 1harp fpw- to goad the willing fteed.

His
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. His fpeech thU&"clos'd, :his tHple fhree heleads, ~'8S

And up'the ftream With fllent courfe pro~ed9~ .'

Beneath their ftandards rang'd in fiir 'array, :

Nor drums, nor fiiouts, theil' wary march-betrar·

-He giv~s .Zerbino firft the glorious poR: ' ..

T' attack with Scottifh arms the Pagan hoft; 290

While bending round, far ftretching o'er the plain,

He fends'the warriors of Hibernia's'train. ' . ' . ,

The duke ofLancafter'his central band~,

Compos'd of Englifh root and horfe" commands.'·-

Thefe orders given, the Paladin pUrfu'd 295

His eager courfe along the Winding Hood,

Beyond Zerbino's troops-when now appear

Oran's huge king, and,king Sabrina, near;

Who, firft of Afric's fans, with dauntlefs air,

Their weapons to receive the foes prepare. 300

Soon as the Chriftian hoft, with banners fpread,

By Silence and the heavenly Angel led,'

Perceive the f~e, no longe~ they fupprefs '

That k.indling warmth repeated {bouts confefs.

The fkies're-echo to the trumpet's blaft, 305

And every Pagan fhrinks 'with fears aghaft.

Rinaldo flies, with, martial ardor prefs'd,

His courfer [purs; and .bears his lance in ;eft j

No

"

'I: ...
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No longer in the' ranks, remains :ci>rifin'd,

But·Jea\1eS the Scots an arrow's'.8.ight behind. JIO

As when a ";'~irlwiml's rage refiftIefs flies

Before a tempere ..gathering in the fides i

So~ darting from the. fiks, th~ intllepid knight

Impell'd Bayardo 1.'0 the wiih'd-for'fight.

Soon as the Paladin was' fem in arms, '.. " 3.1S -../

The confcious ,MOQlS piefage -approaching harms: :

See in cilch hand· the fearfu~ javelin 1hake, _ :

The trembling knee. in'evtry illrmp quake,! '. ,. .:

Alone k;.ng·~Jiano.knowsnot fear~. ~" .. '. "~:':)':

Who little :deem'd Rinaldols: -arm fa near; '.' .I.; ,3'­

N or think.'i~ here ·t' oppofc f~ch matcldefs fQll;e,

Inc;ites his·,rapid f}:l=ed tG brave.. tbe:i::<mrfe. . f ~ •

. Firm o'er his' fpear.h.e benqs, aad:a.iming.j4ft", :....'

In all his ftreD~th ~ollea:s'him to th~ rhruft,;. : " ,

.With eitherfpur 'he.gores -his ,fiery fteed,. .., .. 32S

And all the r:einj..~\lanQOnS1 t~, ~i~ fpee~: :. .

',' ~f. . • ",,: .....

Ver. 317. Se~ in ,ta~h hat;Jd the feq'rjr4jil'lJe/i. jha):e"
'The tremb/fn~ knu in rover,Jlirrup qutilte- I] Talf.

has the fame ,idea. in abc.:f~ Qf;Go4f~ to his, 'atm.y before
the 1aft gener;U. batt.l~.. _. . "

• ,. • _', /' t~ 'J J. • _. • I ••

The fwords .now .trel1)~le> trembles every. fui~ld,
Their fearnil ftaridards ttemble on the field.:

, ..... ,- . ].n.•-D.-I.. ·B.:xx. ver. 101.

While
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While he, whOf.c~ood.in :A.mOD~J ·veinS had mo,

Whore'deeds miglif Cpnk him Mars' rcdoubcad fan,

Difplays at ftill whilt an or graac dn yield, .,

To crown the glory of the dreadful ~h:l. ..j~

Alike each chiCf. hia: tlimateqiftgJpear id<lrefs~4 .

With fkilful aiih'.agaitlft the advent creft" "-' '

.ur far unlik-e th' event !-one· .breathlefs lies,· '.

Slain 'in' the ftlock ; .one' gam!' the viCtor's 1J1Ue.,
'More proofs of VdOUf,rinift iii VMS appear,· 33S

Than with II' mllltiarair to wield the fpear ..
But Fortune's partial {miles o'er~al1 preva~ .,."

Without who~.liicJ,:n'mi.ValoUr's felfwillfail •

.Hil trhilf lance' tM knight in' reLl: ,rwJ.&c'd,

And next·Otan~s ·,jigmtic fovereig-n f~c'd, .. 340

Whofedaftard mitll' beCpokci his trembling. hem,

Tho' large his bdnes,' and ftrong ea:ch. nervOus part.

No buckler could ·the t.ita! wound ptevent,

Deep in his btllf,!'rlmJrhe- WtlfJeri'Walt,; . . :J' ,

And holding on i~s coune without control, 345

.Prom· the. v~. body:d~bve the iitde {o~l•..
The !teed, intif'!.4i long Iromy:h01in to fweat

Beneath his giant lo~'s unwieldyireight, , <'. "

To good RinaJ.~~':if~.:·d.~i~: ¥a~~s to. ~ay,
Who freed him.&om the bunhcn of the day. 350

2 H~
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;.. His jav.:clhbroke,;R.inald& rli~ bjj; ftMd '
Swift as if wings impcll'<rhiK'raPidfpM, ,-,' .

And 'midft: dlC.~cft,th'efs·;wit:h.:~·oamR

He thunders.dDt; i'diftltfi:.ilrHiSirorC:6r:'" '<)'

With defperau; fway' Fufbietttt:toul'lclht'W1eMf.. 3S5-­

Before whore ttdgCf N* brittlt· Qr-mouti yieidS l . - .

Not temper'd ~r nor ftlty Nuill dt~nds, ';

But to the quidt.the·thirftyfteel( deCcends. "

ShielG.lm'd:with hides, or fenfl·(iwith.ptated wood, .
Turbans ami quiltea vdb, diftaift'4 with blood, 360

Confers his arm i .here''et his ftrokt purfue9, '

He1~, cuitafs, fhield, At pierae.,breU!l)- and l1ews~

Which ruch: te.flftilltce [0 l1is.fwbr.d oppate,
As grafs agaia£t lIMfayditjOr: corn -whell Boreas

blows. ','

The foreman band was.now difpe-rs'd aildfl«I, 3'6S
When to the fight his "aR Zerbino led: - .

Firft of the throng, with :tprar in rdt,' he ~ftew:

Beneath his ftandard lill his troops pllrfue. - .

With equal valour-not with greater rago

Lions and wolves with goats or fheep engage. 370

Each fpurs his courrer on the adverrehof.t:s

And foon the clofing-fpace between is loft.

They meet, they1hock-.ut meetwith chance unlike ,;

The Scot$4kme with conquering weapons ftrike.
, The

l
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The Pagans faintly ftrike) or brcathlefdie~ 37S
As if they.faught t~'battle'but to die.....

A fudden..chiUnefs :ev.cry~or opprefs'd ;

A fudden ardor·fwdPtteach Seotti1h brcaft.

The troops of Afric~ ftruek·with pa'nic fcar,

In evcry Chriftian think 'Rinaldo ncar.' 380 '

Sobrino nOW to:combat R1ovel~ whilc' all

His troops obey, not wai~ thc herald's c.all.

This fquadrpn o'er the· reft might honour claim.

For artns/for va1onr;and its leader~s fame.. _.

His Dardinello led, but ill fecur'd 38-S

In tatter'd ~s, an~ wOlfe to fight int,lr'd.

While on his head a. {hining helm he plac'd~

And f.very limb in jointed-armour cas'd.. '

The following fquadron Ifolero led;

Then, Tbrtfo, duke of Mar, his banner fpread. 390

Now Ariodantes, adding to his name .

Albania's dukedom, with his warriors came,

Where Ifolero bcavdy he beheld '

With forces of Navarre invade the field. 394

Shrill trumpe.ts mix'd with many a barbarous found

Join the hoarfe drums. wheels clattero'er the ground;.

Huge.

, Ver. 395- ShriO trwnpetI mix'l with 11Ul11}"4 'birtt/){zrlJw f;unJ
Join the hi(Jrft dyllf1U;-~ This: pa6ce may·~

. adduced
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Huge engines creak; ftone& rattle from the fiingi

From.twanging bows unnumber'd arrows flng;

While louder clamours feem to rend the fides,

Triumphant fhouts, and groans, and dying cries: 40Q

Such is the din where falling Nilus roars,

And deafens, with his furge, the neighbouring {hores'!

From either army Lrorms of arrows fly,

Whore difmal fhadows intercept the fky;

adduced as an example of the fite of Ariofto's battles, the noire

occafioned by the encounter of two armies is nobly compared to
the cata.raets of the Nile. Petrarch has a fimilar allufion.

- come it Nil d'alto caggendo
Co'l gran {uono i viein d'intorno atrorda.

Ver. 404. WhoJe difl1l(JJ jbadows-] Ariofto feems bere to

allude to the knOW!! anfwer made by Leonidas, or Dien~ces,be­
fore the battle at Thermopylre, to one who told him the arrows

of. the enemy were fo numerous, that their flight would obfture
the fun: "Then (replied the hero) we lhall fight in the {hade/'

Mr. Glover, in his excellent poem, gives the anfwer to Dieneces.
Epialtes, a Malian, feeks, by a pompous defcription of the Per­

-iian power, to intimidate the Grecian leaders.

Far.beyond
That Malian champaign ftretching wide belo~

Beyond the utmoft meafure of the fight
From this afpiring cliff, the hoftile amp
Contains yet mightier numbers, who have draia'd
The beds of copious rivers with their thitft,
WhQ with their arrows hide the mid-day fun.

Then we {hall give them battle in the ihade,
Dieneces reply'd-- LEONIDAS, Bodle iii. ver. 220.

VOL. II. .T While
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While fultry vapours mix'd with duft afcend, 405

And black,as night"in clouds condens'd extend.

Now thefe, now thofe, to fickle chance give'way;

Lo! this purfues, and that deferts the ~ay.

One breathlers here is ftretch'd, while near him naira

His foe beneath him there has prefs'd the plain. 410

When fpent with toil one fquadron feerns to y'idd,

Another haftens to fuftain the field.

Now here, now there, the throng ofarms increas'd;

There thruft the foot, and here the horferrien prefS'd.

Theearthon"whichtheyfought,iinpurpledgrew, 415

And chang'd her green for robes of fanguine hue:

'Where tlowrets lately deck'd th' enamell~d way,

. Now horre and man in mingled carnage lay.

Firft of the field Zerbino's might appears

Beyond the promife of his early years : 4~O

,Fierce on the foes that near him thickening dreW"

He rufh'd, and. roiJnd him wide deftrutl:ion threw;

While t~ his band, which newly here he fway'd,

Brave Ariodantes deeds of worth difplay'd;

Difperfing chllIing fear a~d wonder far 4~5

Amidft the ~ks of Caftile and Navarre.

Two baftards, Mofco and Chelindo, bred

In,A:rragon of Calabruno dead;

3
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A.nd one~ who late from Barcelona came, I

Calamieiorus, not unknown to fame, 4~O

To feek Zerbino's death, around him prefs'd,

A~d to his courfer's flank their Jpea.rs addrefs'd:

Pierc'd by their fpears he fell j with him to ground

. Zerbino fell, but fell without a wound:

Wheri foon recovering on hi~ feet he rore, 43S

T' avenge his courfer on th' exulting foes.

Through MQfco firft (who raihly hop'd .to take

The knight difmounted and h.is prifoner make)

He thruft his blade with unabated fotce,

And laid on earth a pale and lifdefs corfe. #0

When now Che1indo faw his brother Gain,. .
. He rag'd, and 'gainft Zerbino [purr'd amain

His trampling fteed j but heedful of the fhock,

Zerbino, as he pafs'd, the bridle took

.And fent the beaft to earth, no more to rife, 445

No more to need from generous corn fupplies,
. . ~ ;

Zerbino with fuch force the ftroke impell'd..

At once the courfer and his IQrd he feH'd,

Calamidorus, who beheld them nain,

S~ar'd at the blow, turn'd round his horfe's rein. ~SO

Stay, traitor, ftay-(enrag'd Zerpino cries) .

And' aims a ftroke behind him as he flies :

T 2 'The
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The fword fell fhort and mifs'd the knight's intent7

Yet mifs'd not far-behind the wretch it went,

A furious paffage through the crupper found, 4SS
And brought the courfer life1efs to the ground.

The rider quits his (eat, in hopes to gain

On foot his fafety, but he hopes in vain:

Duke Thrafo paffing by (fo will'd his fate)

O'erturntd and crufh'd him with his courfer's weight.

Now Ariodantes with Lurcanio drew 461

Where fought Zerbino in the thick.eft crew;

With there came lords and knights of great account,

Who brought their aid Zerbino to remount•.

His falchion Ariodantes whirl'd around, 465

Which Attalico and Margano found:

But chief the {hokes his deathful weapon dealt,

Etearchus and CaIDmirus felt:

The former couple wounded left the plain;

The laft, more luckleSs, by his arm were llain.47Q

Alike Lurtanio marks of prowefs ihow'cl,

Who round confuhon, death, and terror- ftrow'd.

Deem not that Iefs in field the confliCt: ragtd,

Than where the tquadrons near the ftream engag'd:

Nor think the army Jagg'd behind, which brought

By Clarence' noble duke, the battle fought: 476
, '.

This
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. This fierce the banner'd powers of Spain defy'd,

While equal Fortune paus'd on either fide.

Alike in both, foot, horfe, and chieftains wield

Their fldlful weapons to difpute the field. 480

Oldrado flrft and Pharamond app~ar;

The valiant dukes of York and Glo·fter near J

With thefe bold Richard earl of Warwick fhines J

And Henry, duke of Clarence, guides the lines.

To thefe oppos'd (with each his !Jrartial band) 48S

There Mattalifta, Follicones ftand ;

With Baricondo-one Almeria fway'~,

Granada thi5, Majorca that obey'd. '

Awhile with equal arms the battle rag'd,

Nor this~ nor that, with better chance engag'd. 490

By turns they chace, by turns are backward borne,.
As to the breeze ofMay quick fhifts theftanding corn;

Or as the fea, whofe waters ne'er repofe,

Plays on the ftrand with ceafelefs ebbs and flows;

Till Fortune, that had held in equal fcale 495

Each adverfe ~oft~ bade Albion's arms prevail

Againft the Moor-The duke of Glo'fter's force

Hlirl'd Mattalifta hea4long from his horre;

While in his fhoulder Pharamond a wound.

lmprefs'd~ and Follicones threw.to grQund; .

TJ
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Thus low on earth each haplefs ,Pagan laid,

W as ~aptive to the Englifh camp convey'd;

And Bariconao, in the fatal ftrife,

To noble Clarence yields his forfeit life.

Such terrors now each Pagan foe opprefs'd, 50S

Such courage' fweII'd in every Chriftian breaft,

That thofe no longer wield their arms in fight,

But quit their ranks and turn their backs to flight;

While thefe advancing as their foes withdrew,

Prefs'd on their rear and unrefifted new: SIb

And had ~ot fuccour reach'd the fainting hoff,

That day had quell'd each Pagan;s haughty boafi:.

Ferrau, who diftant thence till nowengag'd,

On king Marfilius' fide the battle wag'd j

SOQn as,the flying ftandards he beheld, 51 S

The fiaughter'd troops, and half his army quell'd~

His foaming courfer [purr'd, and inftant flew

Amidft the thickeft'of the warring crew j

,Where firft he fa\\' fall headlong to the plain,

Cleft'through the head-piece, young Ol~mpio Gain:

Once

Ver. $20. - YO"'fl OlympioJIoin :] There is a great refem­
htance betWeen, the following palfage, defcribing the deatlt
.f Olympio, and the behaviour of Ferrau upon the 'occalion,
with that of Tafi"o, in the mnth· book of the Jerufalem, where

S.olyman
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Once was he ikill'd in fweeteft lays to flng 5u
Soft notes refponfive to the tuneful ftring j

And boafred with his harp. and voice to move

Th,~ fterne!t breaft to blandifhment and love.

Well if contented with this humbler fame, S2S
He ne'er had fought the warrior's dangerous name,

But loath'd the buckler, quiver, fhield, a~d lance,

:rh~t ~rou~ht his do.wnfall in the fields of"france.

Wh'en now Ferrau, who priz'd him dear, beheld

The ftripling pale and bleeding on the, field, 530

For this his ruchlefs bofom forrow'd more

Than all the thoufands that were Gain· before.

Againft the victor fwift his rage he bent,

Sheer through his cafque the fteel reflftlefs went,

Sev:er'd between th~ brows his gafping head, 535 .

Cleft to the breaft, and hurl'd him with the dead.

Nor thus appeas'd, he whirl'd around his blade,

Through helm and mail its edge a' paffage made.

Through f.ace or breaft the fpeeding free! he thruft ;

TheJe drops an arm; here rolls a he~d in duft. 54Q '

Solyman fees his favourite page killed by Argellino.' The ~lr­

cumftances are beautiful in each poet, nor can Tafro be ac~ufe4

of taking mqch mOfe du\n the.hint from Ap,o(lo.

r i 'Whef~

________.A••
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Where late th' ignoble vulgar, fill'd with dread,

Difpers'd and broken from the battle fled;

Now here, now there, he hew'd his bloody way,

And fudden chang'd the .fortune of the day.

Meanwhile king Agramant advancing, came SH
. \

To prove his valour in the field of fame J

He Baliver[o, Ferrarantes brought:;, .

With him king Prufio, Bambirago fought,

And Soridano-wlth a throng, whofe blood

Might drench the me,adows in an ample flood. 550
Their number fuch-'twere eafier to explore

Th' autumnal leaves that ftrew the vaiiies o'er.

Now Agramant collects a chofen force

(Drawn from the walls) of mingled foot and horre i

Thefe, guided by the king of Fez, he. rent 555}
To guard his camp that ftretch'd in wide extent,

On which th' Hibernian chiefs their forces bent.

"This talk perfbrrn'd, the monarch [ummons all

'The remnant powers j they thicken at his call.

Thefe to the charge with rapid hafte he leads,56~

W,here near the {heam the fight his prefence needs:

And whenc~ ~ meifage, in'Sobrina's name,

But late arriv'd, his fuqden aid to claim~

:t3eneath
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Beneath him rang'd, a vaft innumerous. throng

(His army's better half) now pours along: 565

So loud their march, the Scots fufpended hear,

They leave their ranks and ftain their fame with fear~

Alone Zerbino and Lurcanio fray,

With Ariodantes. in the dreadful day.

Zerbino frill unhors'd perchance had died, 570

But that RiQa1do timely aid fupply'd.

The glorious Paladin had driven in flight

A hundred banners from the fatal fight,

When to his ear, difpers'd by ready fame~

The tidings of Zerbino's danger came, 575

Whom fingle and on foot, to deathexpos'd,

His troops had left by fhouting Moors iJ1clos'd.

He heard, and turn'd hisfteed with generous ire,

Where from the field he faw the Scots retire,

And thus aloud-Ah ! whither would ye hafte? S80

What fhameful panic has your arms difgrac'd ?

Shall this vile race your ancient honours fcorn ?

Behold the (poils that fhould your fanes adorn!

Great is your praife, from circli~g foes to run,

And leave unhors'd, alone, your monarch's fon. 58S

Then from his fqlrlre a mighty fpear he took,

i\nd Prufio king of l\lvarccchia ftnicka

5 Who
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Who met the 'weapon on his breaft, and left

llis loft1 fteed, of ~t and life bereft:

He Agricaltes flew, and, hurl'd to ground,

·StFeteh~d Bambirago with a mortal wound:

Brave Soridano next his {pear had flain,

But with the ftroke the weapon burft in twain.

His javelin broke, Futberta n~xt he drew,

And ru1bing fierce on Serpentino flew,

Who on his fhield a frar confpicuous bOre,

And armour; forg'd by fatal magic, wore:

Yet fell the fword with fuch refiftlefs fway,

That ftunn'd and breathlefs on the plain he Jay.

When the brave chief of Caledonia's band 600

Beheld the wiffi'd relief, his ready hand

A <:ourfer feiz'd froql thofe that o'er the plains

Freed from their riders ran with loofen'd reins.

In happy time the, vacant feat he ~ain'd _ .

For 10! with many a gallaltt troop fuftaintd. 605
Young,Dar<linel and Agramant appear,

The kings Sobrino and Balaftro ne~r. ,

But rearlers from his coorfer he furvey'd

The thickening,crowd, and, whirling round his blade,

Now this, ~ow that, difpatch'd to fhades'ofhell, 610

The.lives, which mortals lea,d on euth"to ten.
-', Rinaldo,
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Rinaldo, who, with genert>us ardor fir'd,

To vanquiih thofe of higheft nameafpir'd, ~

On Agramant, who tower'd in arms above

A thoofand chiefs, Bayardo fwift he drove 6!S"

With fid~long!hock, and fent, with thundering fOrce, .

To earth at once the horfeman and the horfe.

While thus without the walls thehofts engag'd,

Where mutual hatred, d~th, and horror rag'd,

In Paris Rodomont the people flew, 620

A.tld fire arhidfl: die domes and temples threw. :

Imperial Charles, who thence at diftance fought,

Nor faw, nor heard, what woes the Pagan'wrought;

And now intent auxiliar force to gain,

"Receiv'd within the gates the Britifh train,

By Arimon and gallant Edward led:

When 10! a fquire, his vifage pale with dread, .

Appears, and oft in undiftinguifh'd cries

"Exc1ai~s, ere breath his further fpeech fuppli~s.

This day behold the Roman empire loft! 63Q

This day has CHRIST abjur'd the Chriftian haft !

This day fome Demon, 'fcap'd from deepeft hell,

Forbids us longer in thefe walls to dwell.

Satan (no lefs a fiend [uch rage can breatpe)

Deforms the wretched town with woe and death. 635

Ah!
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Ab ! turn and fce where blackening to the £kies,

From crackling flames the (moky volumes rife!

He {aid, and while he fpoke th' Imperial chief

.The mingled clamours heard that claim'd relief,

And faw the ruddy blaze-As one who hear. 640

The facred bells that tinkling in his· ears,

Proclaim the fire, to others firft reveal'd,

Though moft his lofs from him alone conceal'd :

So look'd the monarch when the truth he knew,

When the dire profpett rofe before his view: 645

Around him he colletts a chofeo force,

And to the city's fquare with rapid courfe

His banner turns, for thence the .tumult came,

There fierce the Pagan ra.ves with fword and flame:

There Charles beholds with cruel carnage fpread 650
Th' impurpled earth, the dying and the dead.

But here we pauf~let thofe who would purfue

The tale, fome future time the t~e renew.

~"D OF THE SIXTEENTH BoaK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

CHARL'ES and his Paladins go againft Rodomont. Gryphon,
Martano, and Origilla,arrive in the City of Damafcus,· where
they are hofpitablyentertained by a knight, who relates to them ,
the ftory of king N orandino and LucIDa, and their adventure I

.with the Ore: he declares that tht king bad iniliQlted a tour-
. nament to be held in commemoration of the deliverance of

hitnfelf and his queen. The knights agree to be prefent at

this foIemnity. The touiruunent defcribed. Cowardice of
Martano. Valour of Gryphon, who overcomes all opponenSS.

Martano by fraud obtains the prize of the joufts, and Gryphon I

is openly put to 1}wne. .
I

/
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SEVENTEENT~ BOOK

OF

O'RLANDO FURIOSO.

W HEN, ripe for punifhment, our {inful race

Have pafs'd the limits of fupernal grace,

T' affert his juftice.o~ offendi~g .earth, -

GOD gives to tyrants and to monfters birth;,

Strengthens their power and rage t'affliCl: mankind: 5
Domitian, Scylla, Marius, hence defign'd

The plagues of man, each Nero, Caius came,

And Antonine (the laft that bore the name):

Hence, from the !efufe of Plebeian clay,

He lifted Maximin to fovereign fway : 10

Ver. 6. Domitian, Scyllo, Morius,-] The~ offevc­
ralRoman emperors and others, celebrated for~ of tyranny
a,nd cruelty.

Yrt 7........ CtnUI-] Caius _Calii\dao
\

Creon
"
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Creon he rent the Theban throne to till ;
Mezentius dire his people's blood to rpill ;

And ~o the Huns, the Goths, and Lombards gave,

In later times, Italia to enfiave. '

How 1hall I rpeak of Attila? How d~elI IS
On Roman Ezzellino's crimes, or tell

A thoufand more, by GOD'S high doom affign'd

His fearful minifters to rcourge mankind ?

ThIs aweful truth not ancient times alone
,

Declare, but well the prefent age has fhown ; !1~

When us, his wandering and forfaken {beep,

His anger gives to ravenous .wolves to keep;

Who

Vera 12. Mamt1us-] A king of Tufca~y,whore cruelty

is thus mentioned by Virg.il.

Mortua quinetiarn jungebat corpora vivis,
Componens manibufque manus atque oribus ora,
(Tonnenti genus!) et fanie taboque fluentcs

Complexu in niifero longa lic morte necab~t. .
'.' lEN. viii. ver....as.;,

The living to the dead, at his command,

Were coupled face to face, and hand to hand;

Till, choak.'d with french, in loath~d embraces tied,
The ling'ring Wretches pin'd aWay and died. .

DRYDEN,ver.63Q·

Vera IS, 16.-Atti/a-Ezu//ino-] See notes to.Book iii.
Vcr. :u. Wh", fit, his w6ndetinganrJ fm-JaAm jhI",] M­

. tv
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Who, not' co~tentto glut their cruel rage,

And with our bloodtlieir horrid,thirft afi"uageJl

Invite from foreign woods'a'fiercer breed .,,'

Of wolves more ravenous 'at their feaft to feed. (,

Th' unbury'd heaps that Thrafymene beh~d" .', '

The blood that Canhre's plain or Trebbia f~eIrdj.:.

Are little, to the fiaughter that iplbrued

Our fields, by many a paOing river v-iew'd. 30 "

For fins long pait), p~rchance has Heaven decreed .

Our woes from them, whore crimes our own exceed:

But juftice once fulfill'd, our happier bands

May turn hereafter on theit hoftile lands,

When healing pardon'to our prar.er is given, ,35

And they in turn confefs the wrath of:~eaven.

What guilt muft now the Chriftian caufc debafe,

To draw fuch fufferings on their wretched race!

ter the defeat at Ravenna, Pope Julius invited the Switzers and
other nations into Italy, when many cities were taken, battles
fought, and great·f1aughter made in diffi:rent parts.

Vcr. 27. Vl unbury'd heaps thm nrafJmene heDeld,
The b14DJ that Camu¥splain-] Two memorable

battles, in which the Romans \ftre defeated by Hannibal. So
great was the naughter at Cannz, that Hannibal is faid to have
Cent to C!Uthage three bu1he~s filied with rings taken from the
IIead Roman knights.

VOL. It. U Sec
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See in each pan: 'the Turk and Moor affail !

See pillage, in&lt" .rape,. and: death pFevail ! . -40

But o'er the rei mir compliciced w~s

From RoooMont's infernal fury tofe.

And now inlpc!rial Chades, with grieving eye,
BdieM around his flaughter'd people lie;

His palace barriing, and his fanes o'erthroWD, 45

Arid defolation through the wrOtched town

Spteild wide and wider-Whither, heartlefs crew!

IS now joilr ftight-does nODe his peril view?

What city eIre' can fave your trtmbliA! bands, .

Should this be wrefted from your daftard ~ailds? 50

Say, fhall one man, furrollnded bY his fees,

Whom, thus forbid to fly, your walls indore;

shill he, with lingle arm, your glory .ft~inJl

And '(cape unwounded while yourfelves are flain ~

·.So fpoke indignant ChafIn; aOO nearer drew 5)

To where the Saracen his fllbjetts flew J

Wherethrongingc;:rowds, by common d~gerbrought,

Within the r~al dome their fafety fought;

That with ftrong walli' fecur'd, and well prepar'd:
· .

With needful frores, the bold atfailant dar'd 60
· .

To lengthen'd liege-Meantime, with fury [well'd,

Fierce Rodomont. the [quare: triumphant held,.

'2 And
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And fcorn'd the' world in arms-one dreadfUl hand

The falchion fhook; one wav'd the ~azing brand.

'Now furious on ,the palace gates ~ ftruck; : 6S

The. wfcy gates refounded to the lhock.

From the high roof the Chriftians hurl'd belOW

Hu~ broken fragments thundering on the f6e.

None coftly piles of ancient fplendor fpar'd;' ,

Fair marble domes'ooe 'Common ruin fhar'd; 70

Pillars and beams o'erlaid with ~retted gold>

The·ftately works their fathers priz'd of old.

Before the gate the king of Sarza prefs'd>

In 1hining fted that ann'd his head and breaft.

_ Ver.. 67. From the high roif-J The following palfages are
imitated from, Virgi~ JEN. II.

Auratafque trabes, veterum decora alta parentum,

Conxellunt -

And gilded roofs came tumbling .from on bish,
The marks of ftate and ancient royalty. DR YDEN.

Ver. 73. Befim th; gote thtking-]
Ve1b1Julwn ante ipfum, primoque in limine, Pyrrhus
Exultat tells, et luce corrufcus ahena.

Before the gate flood Pyrrhus threat'ning loud,
With glittering arms confpicuous in the crowd.

DRYDEN.

Ver. 74. In ./hining .fl;el-] In chiaro accjar. -Ariofto, in
the warmth of cJaaic imitation, feems here to fOrget the' fer­

.. pent's hide, with which be has reprefented Rodomont to have '
been armed. '

-,

I

U2 So
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So when the ferpent, i1fuing from the brakes, 75

With fpring return'd his fqualid coat forfakes;

Proud of his new-gainfd fpoils and youth r~new'dJ

He glides along with frefuer frrength endued;

Three tongues he darts, his eyes are red with fire,

And, where he moves, his fellow brutes retire. 80

Not beams nor rafters from the fabric rent,

Not frones nor arrows on the pagan fent,

Nor whirling Oings, his dreadful arm can fray:

The cralhing portal to his {hoke gives way,

While, from within, ihe pale and haggard crew 85
Through many a breach their dire befieger view!

The court is fiWd with death; loud clamours rife;

The !brieking females join the foldiers crIes;

Theybeat their breafh, they fly from place to Place,}

The portals and the genial beds embrace, 9"

Now threaten'd to receive a foreign race.

Such was their frate, fo near to ruin brought,

When, with his barons, Charles the palace fought,

And turning to the chiefs,whofe might before

Had oft~een f<:en in danger's direft hour: 95

Are ye not thofe, whofe courage prov'd (he cry'd)

Once Agolant in Afpramont defy'd?

And fay, {hall aught that valour now repel,
By which Troyano and Almontes fell,

With
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With thoufands more ?-Will you, 0 dire difgrace! J

Shrink from one m~n of that detefted ra~e? 101

No-let this infidel your prowefs find,

This infidel. who maff'acres mankind !

Be ftill yourfelves-the brave can death defpife,

And dies contented, if with fame he dies. 10$

Your prefence is my hope-whene~er you join

Your focial arms, th~ victory is mine!

He faid, and cearing, with his lance in reft

Againft the Saracen his courfer prefs'd.

With him the Paladin Ugero came j 110

Namus and Olivero, chiefs of fame.

With·thefe Avino and and Avolio dar'd,

Otho and Berlinger the glory fhar'd.

All thefe on Rodomont their fpears unite j

Some pn his breaft, fome on' his helmet'light. 1 IS

But let us ceare, my lord, the deathful ftrain

That flngs of raging arms and warriors Oain; '.

Enough of Rodomont--Now turn the ftyle

Where, near Damafcus, Gryphon, left erewhile

With Origilla, feems the verfe to claim, J 20

And he who falfe1y' bore a brother's name•

.vcr. u8. EnDugh if RodDfTl(Jnt-] The poctreturns to
him in the xviiith book, ver. S5. .

V~r. 119. ,ner~ near Damaftus,-] See book xvi. vcr. ItO.

U 30£
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Ofwealthr cities on the eafterD cod

Her nUI1lOlOl:JS (ona ma,. proud Damafcus boa4:

A journey thence of £even (ucceeding days

The pilgr,im to Jerufa1ern convey!.

On fruitful plains it ftands, in wholefo8W ltir,'

Alike in wiater as in fl1mmer fair:

Againfl: the tOWD a moentain'l neighbouring height'

Refle8:s the fir:ft faiat btu1h of dawning light:

Two cryftal rivers through the city glide,

And' branching in a thoufand rills divide i

That each its tr~bute 'to a garden pours,

To nourifh odoriferous plants and flOWers.

'Tis faid the [cented waters there might fiU
,

A channell'd bed to (peed th' induftrious mill. 13S

O'er all the midmoft ftreet refplendent lie '

Rich veils and tapcftry of various dye.

Herbs of aU hues and fcents their {mell difpenfe.

\Vhence foft perfumes delight the gentle fenfe. .

Each gate, each window, charms the {hanger's fight.!

With coftly fluffs refled:ing mingled light i 1"'1

Ver. 135. - IfJ fpeed, til induj1rifJus mill.] Zatta tells us.
that travellers, at the time of Ariofto, made we of this hyperbo~

lical expreffion, to give an idea·of the great abundance of [weet

_or [CClfttcd waters at. Damakas, according to ~ vulgar pmfe
in ufe amongft us of the wind, ,~ en. to turD a mill."

"
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But chief, with many a fair and tlately dame,

WAofe g~ts gay with gold &Ad jew.els fta~e! .

'Here fprighdy youths in tuneful.mea!\.Jres lead

The various .dance; th~re mount -t!he m&llI18'd.fteetl.

Whate'er in India or Mar-emma .ftiines, 146

(Their pearly .ft~res, ortreafure of their mines)

Damafcus in ·refulgent pomp difplays,

While lords, 'andknights,and -{quires with wonder

gaze.

As Gryphon and 'his train their way purfae, 150

, Devouring all.they faw :with greedy. v:iew j

A knight accofts, and co.urteous frorp their fteeds

.J'he train invites~ -and to his dwelling leads j

There with refre1hing baths their toil relieves,

And at his..qoard, with welcome fmiles, receives. ISS

He telb them how the mighty king who held

The Syrianrulc, and in Damafcus dwell'd,

Next day by trumpets bade. the jouftsproc1aim, J
Where native knights or knights of foreign name

Might !how their fkill and right to knightly fame. '.

There, did :their mien their courage t~uly fpeak, , 16.1

His guefts might prove their worth, nor further trial

feek.

Though Gryphon came not thither with intent

Of tilts or combat, his high courage, bent

U 4 On
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On noble deeds, accepts the proff'er'd field, . 16S

Nor fhuns the palm that Fortune fcems to yield.

He aLks what caufe the feftival ordain'd i

If every year-in folcmn rite maintain'd,

Or by the king now firll: decreed, to try .

How f~r bi, kn~ht$ in deed:; of arms may vie. 17"
To whom the hoft~Ea~h third revolving light

Of mon~lyLuna muft rcpew the fight;

In memory of our king's ef~pe, who le<i

Four tedious moons half number'd with the dead.

-Then hear the tale-Our king, who bears the name

_Of Norandino, lov'd a beauteous dame, 176

Whore royal father rul'd the Cyprian land:

At length the monarch won tlle virgin's hand,

And, many a ~night and lady in his train,

. Steer'd with his bride 'for Syria's fair domain. I Be')

'While d~ftantfrom the porto with canvas fweU'd.

Our velTe! through Carpathian billows helq

fIer rapid way, fo fierce around us fpread

A gat~ring ftorm, the pilot {hook.with dread~

Three days and nights uncertain where we pafs'd, 185

fleartlefs alld pale, by mountain furges caft,

Weary'd an.!l drench'd at length we reach'd the Ihand

Where riv'lets lay'd the hills and ve~dant land.

Our
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Our tentsunlhipp'd, we foon with gladfome cheer

Between the trees the fpread pavilions rear: 19C'
Some' kindle fires, and fome with bufy care

On carpets tables for the'meal prepare. :

The Syrian king for fylvan game explores

, The neighbouring vallies and the feeret bowers~

The browzing goat, the deer, or fbig to find; . I9S

And two attendants bear his bow behind. '

While joyful on the tuif ourfelves we place~

To wait our lord returning from the chaee~

Along the fhore we fee, with looks aghaft,

Th~ drea~ful ore to our pavilion hafte. ~OCJ

Heaven guard youa11 from fuch a fearful fight,

N or let fo dire a fiend y~ur fouls affright!

'Tis1>etter with the tale d~erib'd to quake,

Than, at his view, with freezing horror fhake! \

Ver.' :200. 7"he dreadful orc-] The general idea of this
fiory of the ore and Lucina, is taken from Boyardo,' but tbt:
particular incidents in both poets are evidently from the Po-'
Iypheme of Homer; though it muft be confeffed that fe.
vera1 circumftances introduced, are extremely puerile, in
which I fear our poet will be foUnd more liable to criti..

c:i1in and ridicule than in any part of his poem. This narra..
tive ~iil Curely, more than once, recal to the reader's~ the
extravagant tales of a garrulous old nwfe for the amufement
8£ children, \

Suc1\
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Such was his formt DO language can fuffice ~S ..
To paint his bulk misfhap'd and giant fize.

"Inftead of eyest upon hit drtadful face

Two bones projecting fill'd each eyelefs [pace.

lie fpy'd t and chac'd our trembling fteps before,

And feem'd a mountain moving on the 1hore. 210

Like fome wild boar's his fprcading tufka appcar'd,

Vaft were his jaws, his, hairy breaft befmcar'd

With filth obfcene; he traiI'd upon the ground

His r;lOfe; fagacious as the fcenting hound.

All, that behold hi~, think deftruction nigh j ·uS
Wllere'er our terror drives, in heaps we fiy.

His blindnefs nought avail'd our fear to quell,

His fenre of fmelling but f'fPPly'd too well

The want of eyes ; his courfe like Eurus light,

That wings muft be their aid who 'fcape byflight. 2~

O~ forty~ whom he chac'd around the plain,

Scarce ten by fwimming could the 'bark regain.

In clufters fome beneath his ami he 'bore,

SOMe a~ his bofom in hisveft before j

With fome he fill'd a wallet dcq, and wide,2~S
That like' ~ (crip hung damg1ing 'at his fide~

Ver. 2C?S. BUlh was his firm,-] Not unlike this palfage
is the defcription in Spenfer, where a monftrous favage carries
off Amoret. See FAIR.Y Qy lEW.

.The
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The eyeWs moofter bean us to hia cave,

Hewn in a rock, where near the dalhing wave

On the bleak ftrand the tonely dwelling' rore,

Of purefr marble, white as falling {nows. 23~

With him a matron dwells, whofe looks declare

Her anxious thoughts, inur'd to grief and care J

With her were'dames and virgins kept conan'd,

Deform'd and fair, of every age and kind.

Befide his dwelling, in the cavern'd rock 235

A frall, no lefs in fize, contain'd his flock:

A troop innumerous t there his wont to keep

In every feafon, fhepherd o'er his fheep.

By turns he folds them, or to pailure drives,

And pleafing folace from the charge derives. Z40

But at each me~ he makes his horrid food

Of human fie1h-this foon, alasl we view'd,

When, entering in the cave, with bloody hand

Three youths he takes of our devoted band:
. .

Thefe, while in vain benea~h his grafp they {hive,

The giant in his maw devours alive j ~46

And lifting 'a huge frone, his woolly care

He drives from covert, and recures us there.

Then to th' accuftom'd meads his herd he tends,

And founds a reed that froOl his neck depends. 250

Meantime

•
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Meantime our prince returning, mark'd around

The tents forfaken and deferted ground,

And knew his lors-where late his friends remain'd,

On every fide a dreary mence reign'd;

What wrought the dire mifchance he little knew, ~SS

But flU'd with terror. to the fuorc he Hew;

He faw the mariners their anchor weigh,

And to the' wind" their parting fail difplay.

Soon as they view him pacing o'er the ftrand~

The {kiff they fend to bear ?im from the land. 260

When wretched Norandino heard'too late

2.7S

ThcI\

The orc's dire fury and his -comrades' fate;

Whate'er eofued, he vow'd in every ftrife .

For dear Lucina's fake to rifk his life,

And perifu or redeem his ravifh'd wife.

Where in the fands the traces he beheld

or fteps imprefs'd, he ran, as love impell'd :

At length he reach'd the cavern where we lay

Half dead with fear, the orc's expec9:ed prey:

At every noife we think the monfter near,

In every wind the direful glutton hear.

It chanc'd the king arriv'd, what time to roam

The prouling ore had left -his wife at home:

Soon as 1he view'd a ftranger-Fly (fhe cry'd)

Ah! wretched thou, if by the orc efpy'd.

•
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Then he-Let him efpy,and fave or {lay­

Such threats of danger never can difrriay

A 'foulrefolv'd-by choice, not error, led,

. I come to periili by my confort dead-

IfHeaven fo wills !-He tidings thenhefought 2Sca

Of thofe whom near the {hore the monfter caught ~

But chief he alk'd of fair Lucina's fate,

If {lain, or kept in wretched captive frate.

With courteous fpeech the matron comfort give~

And tells the prince his·lov'd Lucina lives·; . 28S

She bids no needlefs fears- diftratl: his mind~

The hungry orc ne'er preys on woman kind•

.. To prove this truth, behold myfelf (fhe cry'd)

And all there females that with me refide.

To me, nor them, he fhows no figns of ill, !.90

While here content we ftay; but fhould our will

.Once adverfe prove-fhould any f'ec:k to· flyI

On her his wrath would every torment try ;

Bind her in chains, with earth alive indofe,

Or naked to the fun on burning fands expofe. . 295

When in this cavern he thy 'friends confin'd,

He drew not from the ma.l~s the female kind,

, V er. 287. The hungry ore ne'er preys:.......] Amorico Vcfpucci
rela~s of certain fav.ages that feed upon bUllWlSdb, but fays
dIat they never eat the women.

Bl.lt



30t OIlLANDO FURIOSO. B. XVII..

But left them mingled here-his perfea'fmelll

Without the help of fight, each. fex can tell•.

The women '(cape unhurt J the men muft die, 300

And four or fix ~ach day his meal fupply.

To bear thy conCort hence can I devife

No friendly means-yetlet this thought fuffice :

No fear of death need here attend the fair,

With us one.common rafety ~il1 fue fuare.- 305

But'hence, my fon, 0 fiy this fatal fhore,

Ere yet furpris'd the orc thy life devour.

Soon: as)l.e comes, each place he fearches well,

And not 11 cat efcapes his piercing findl.

The king reply'd, he ne'er would thence remove 3 m

Till her he view'd-dear objetl: of his love:
Far rather would he by her fide be ,Qain) ­

Than banifu'd from Lucina'sfight remain.

When long the prudent d3.me~ad vainly ~'d - J
To make him lay his rath defign afide,· 315 .

She to rdieve his grief her thoughts apply'd. .

. Within the grotto many a carcafe lay

<?f fheep, of lambs, and goats, which day by ,day

Ver.· 309• .And. not Q cat eflapes his piercing fmtl/.] An in­
ft~among meny, of the ludicrous vein fX expreflion,lb 'often
indulged by our author, and which <:annot'admit ofelevation in
an Eng1i1h'verflOn.

F~od

..... .- ----- .... - .. ~.- .. ",..--
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Food far herfelf and all the haufehold g_vc,

And various fkins wero hung around the cave. 320

She bids him from a goat's deep entrails cake

The rancid fat, and hence an ointment make;

And, to deceive the monfter, o'er him fpread'. '

The-fetid unctuous greafe from foot to head.

That done; the wraps the hairy goat's-fkin round 32)

The monarch's limbs-thence grov'ling on the

ground

She leads him, where a frone dos'd up the way,

And where confin'd hi"s beauteoUs confort lay.

There Norandino near the entrance mourn'd,

Impatient till the goats and {beep return'd: 330. . .

At evenip.g tide he hears the founding reed

At diftance call them from the humid mead.

He fees the hairy goats and' woolly train,

And clofe behind he fees the giant fwain.
. .

Judge if hishearc confefs'd a moment's {car, 33S

When to the £avern's mouth the ore drew near:

But though 1bort doubts at firft his Woltaft afi"ail'd,

Soon conftant love o'er every fear prevail'd•

.The ore remov'd the ilone that clos'd the rock,

~nd Norandino enter'd with the flock. 3+0

Amidft' our crew tne dreadful orc 'defcends,

But firft the entrance with the ftone defends:

Then,
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Then, faenting round, he fcizes two; decreed

, With gory; Befit his hungry -maw- to feed.

Still, lOll his tutks in my remembrance dwell, 34$

Cold fear congeals me while the ,tale I teU!

The giant gone, the monarch caft afide

His gOlt's-fkin, and embrac'd his lovely bride:

While fue, who filudders at his much-Iov'd fight~

Now terror feels, where once file felt delight. 350

She fees him come fel(-offer'd there to fall,

Without the power to fave herfelf from thrall.

'Midft all my woes, my dearelt lord! (file faid)

One thought alone.my greateft comfort bred i

That thou wert abfent when that fatal day 355

Beheld us hither-brought the monfrer's prey.

Howc'er, condemn'd to this unhappy frate,

Nature might tremble at approaching fate,

Yet filould I but my lingle death bewail,

Nor tenfold fears for thee my breaft am~il. 360

For filould'ft thou perifu here, thy death alone

Would claim my grief, forgetful of my own.

To her the king-I come in hopes to free,

From fuch dire hold, this wretched train and thee; I

Ah! l~t me rather _o~ deftrufrion run, 365

Than live without thy light, my earthly fun!

3 The
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'The way I came confent with me- to try •

To you, to all, the fame may open lie •

If, like myfel£, you fcorn not now to wear

This unauous {kin unclean, and fuaggy hair. 370
He faid; and' taught us what the dame before'

Had taught, with 1ki~s our limbs to cover o'er.

We hear inftrucred, and his voice obey:

In 'number, eqoal to ourfelves, we nay

The rankeft goats, 'and with the fat befmear­

Our limbs, and in" the hairy fpoils appear.

Soon as the fun his golde.n couch for~akes,

And from the eaft with beamy fplendor breaks i

The giant, to his ~ave. r~pairing, calls

With ready pipe the herd to quit the fraUs. 3ag

But o'er the cavern's mouth his' hand he holds,

Left we, with'thefe, lhould iffue from the folds~
" -

He felt us while we pafs'd, and as he prefs'd

The hair and wool, difmifs'd us with the reLt-.

Thus males and females fafe their freedom gain'dt

And, fave Lucin-a, none behind remain'd. 3aG
But whether, lefs than need requir'd, the dame

Smear'd the foui untHon o'er her lovdy fram~i'

Or whether flow fhe mov'd, or fiU'd with dread

eQuid imitate pot ill the beftial treael ~

VOL. II. X
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"

Or whether, when he touch'd her as fhe pafs'd,

Forgetful of heI: il:ate file fhriek'd aghaft;

Or that her loofen'd hair difhev,ell'd fell j

He knew and dragg'd her backward to his cell.

ofihis fad chance we nothing yet beheld, 39S

Thought of ourfelves all other thoughts expell'd,

Till turning at her cries, we faw the fair

Stript from her rugged veil: of goat-ikin hair.

Meantime myfe1f, and all that left the rock,

Safe in our covering, mingled with the flock, 4~

Pafs'd on [ecurely as the fhepherd led,

Where clos'd with hills ~ID:1iling meadow fpread.

When now beneath the wood's embowering iliade

We fee the giant-ore in number laid,

Onefeeks the 1h.ore, one climbs the mountain's height i.

But Norandino join' not in our flight: 406

Once more affeCl:ion urg'd him 'midft die train

Of {heep and.goats to reek the cave again;

Nor ever more the dire abode forfake,

Unlefs his love from cruel bonds can take 410

His dear Lucina: when he late furvey'd

His faithful wife again a captive made,

Defpair impell'd him firft himfelf to throw

~ willing victim to his glutton-foe:

~ut
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But;.llcape foon bade him lurk amidft the fold, ~lS

Hope ftill to bear her from her cruel hold.

, :When to ~eir fra.U at night the monfter led

His following herd~ and found his prifoners fled;

Robb'd of IUs_meal; .on poor Lucina'falLs

His vengeful wrath) and her tlie caufe he calls; 41G

Then dooms her, fetter'd i~ a galling ch.ain,

High on a rock for ever to remain.

Tfle'lcirtg 'beholds her fu'freT for his fake, ,

And raving begs in vain of Heaven to take

His wretched life : each morn and night Ire bears +2S.
Her groans and plaints refounding in his eats;

When with the flock at eve the cave he gains,

And when at morn he feeks with them the plains:

While {he by every power that rules the 1ky,
With lc;>oks and v~ice, implores him thence t-o fly;

Nor longer his all-valued life expof-e, 43%

When nothing human can relieve her woes.

With her no lefs the prudent matron tries .- l'
To fhake his purpofe, but the king denies

To leave the place where all his rreafure lies. -4-35

At length it fortun'd Agric~nes' heir-

And king Gradaffo to the coat\: repair;

.. MANDRICARDO. Where,
Ver. 436. At ~gth it flrtun'd Agricanes' htir

And kitlg GradtdJO to. the coafl repair;] Ariofto
plUfes lightly over the account of Lucina's deliverance from the

X 2 QfC,
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"Y~re~ ruch their valDrous arm and( pnKknt ,aid,

They fair, Lucioa from the ro.ck coDv.ey'd;

And farely. bore her ~. the diftanc: wave~ "440

W,here to her fire, at early dawn, they gave ,':

, His long-loJt.child.; while y;ec,..,ithin the: rock.

Xing Noraadino ~y"d'ami:di!;·thc::aock.,
•• ';, ;, r ,. ..,

are, that having'been fully related by Boyardo with the fonow':
ing particulars. '. • : ;..

After the a~v~.!1ture of. ~e".~t: of. the fairy, .. ~I~ .
quell of He6l:Qr's arms, Mandri.cardo and Grada1fo tr~velleQ to'7
gether till they Carne t~ a' fock by the fea:..{ho~ on ~. 'fwnmit

o~ wpicl1...they -percciyaci a lady in .r;reat aflliaion,bound _th 2.

chain: fue acqllainted the knights that the 'fl'$ .in. ~, pawer
. ... , ~ \. ~ " . .

of a cruel monfier~ called a~ orc, and warn~ them by Bight~
avoid the certain death that muft att~d' their. falling 'into his

hands. The.knights, upon hearing this, rekllved ~ att:Cmpt bu.
deliverance; and engaged in battle with. the or.c; wh~.GradaIIO
was worfied, and '~ade prifoner' i~ the cavern.' ~cardo
continued the" combat with the monRer, but having rio {wor~

he threw at him huge pi~ces of the rock, though. Without effi:d:
at Jail the ore, purfuing ~ndricardo from rock to rock, ~~ced
to fall dow~ a 'p~ecipice, andM~dricardo availing himfelfof this.

ciicumllancc, ;'ran" to the cavern and rcleafed Gradalfo; when
beth, taking off Luci~'s chain, efcape4 with her We tQ a .vcffi:l,
oq board whiclt was her father thl: king of Cyprus. In the.
m~an .time ili~. ore haying recovered from his fall, punued the

fugitives, and hurled a vail fragment of a'rock after them in~

the fea j but the w:ilel being elear~~ fro1Jl the land, e<!~~inued

her voy~ till {he was' overta~en_by a terrible ftorm: at length,
t1le crew landed fafely on the 'coaft of Acquamort, and fou.t1d
themfelves among the forces o( Agra~t.and Charles;

.. Qu. INNAM. B. ill. C. iii. iv•.

But



But when the mora arofein beatby'iil?Jr, .':
He from the 'matron heard Lucina's fligIlt. 445

His grateful thanks he paid to Heaven; that freed',

The blooming dame from thrald6m, ~r decreed
, . .

Her fate-with thofe, -whence arms, or w'ealth~or power,

Might to.his love his faul's dear hope rtltore; ;'

. Then, fitl'd with joy, 'he iIrued with the train 450
. t

Of fheep and goats returning to the plain; ':,

There lurk'd feciJre tiil, o~ the' gr~fs repos'd,

Th~ ore in ffeep his heavY eyelids clos'd :

Then -all the day and livelong n'ight 'he went,

Till fafe at diftance ffom the monfter's fcent, 45)

H~ reach'd a fhip;. a~d now three mo~nshave.waiR'd
: . 1..-- .

Since from Satalia's roaft ~~t:.Syrian realm he g~in'd.
. ." ... '.

, Thro' Rhodes and Cyprus,. every town a~d ~ower"

In Alia, !~~key, a~d on ~gypt's fhpre,

The king of fair L~ina. tidings fought; ,.&69
{ . . .

Wh~nyefter~s' fun the welcome tidings !:>rought,. " .....

That in Ni.co!ia's court his niece rec;eiv'd.

The wand'j-jng fair from dangers grcat..repriev'd,
. .;

When on t~' unftable/ea im~rofperous..gales

Had m'any days oppos:d her lingering fail~!

Ver; ~. __ irnJWoJPerous tales] Alluding tp the ftort*
mentioned in the foregoing note. ,

X 3 . HenceJ
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Hence, fill'd witbjoy, our king prepare$ th~ fc;a1t

In memory of himfelf a~d queen rele~'d~

And every fourth ret~~ning month fhall view

The joufts refum,'d: fqur q100ns h~ faw renew

Their waining l\orns, while with the 1'\erds ~e lay 470

In hairy veftments, till the jmul day:
(Joyfu\ ~ that tQJqlqrrow's fun may p.~o'Ve)

Had 8iven him bac~ to liQe~y ;lqd lo.v~~

·Part what myfelf fq late behe\d I tell,

'Or (peak from dwf~ whq witnefli'rl what b.~fel f7S
Our fuffering k,ing-then cr~it wh~t ye };lea,r,.

NQr let aJloth~f'~ tale d~c~iye YO\lf ear.. '

Thus {~o~e the hoft and thQS tq Gryphon told

The weighty caufe for'which t~e fea,ft ther hold:

. 1,. tal~ tlley wa,ft~ the hO\~rs, and all aPl'fQVe 480

The monarch's truth and \1nex~m~led love.

Now, riLing from the boa.rq to reek repore,

Their courteous haft the downy couch beftows;

They funk to relt, till with the morn they wake,

'Vhen chearfulfhouts their quiet numbers break: +85. .

Timbrels and trumpets rou~e to feftive arms~

With eager crowds the wide piazza [warms i

The mingledJol;Jnds of cars and courfers rife,

And the ftreets echo with redoubled cries~

Now

- ----- ..../ ","--



B. XVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 311

Now Gryphon o'er his limbs his armour wears, 4-9/iJ .

(Such armour fcarce another warrior bears) .

Which with her fairy hand the white-rob'd maid
Temper'd impaffive to the hoftile blade.

With him, the fceming candidate for fame,

The ftain ofmanhood, who from Antioch came, 49)

Arms for the lift. Their careful hoft fupplies

Large ftore of fpears the tilting to fuffice ;

And from his houfehold brings a goodly train

His guefts to honour and the pomp maintain:

Himfelf attends, and many a fquire he leads; 500

Some march on foot, fome rein the prancin~ fteeds.

Now, at the li~s arriv'd, apart they ftand

Awhile fpeaators of the martial band:

~ith heedful gaze they mark each hardy feat,

Where two, or four, or fix in joufting meet. 50S
One to his dame with quaint devices 1h~ws

Such colours as his grief or joy difc10fe ;

One by his creft, or painted fuield, declares

If LoverejeCl:s his fuitJ or crowns his cares.

Ver. +92. Which with ~tr fairy hand th, whiti-Tolld maid
'rtmptr'd imp.lJi'ut to the ¥i/t ~Iadt.] This cu.

cumftance is borrowed from Boyardo.

The
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The valiant Syrians thus, in days of yore, 5u~

their ~e~dy arms in jouib and ~i~~p~s bore.
, , ,

Per~hanc~ againft the nci~hbopring Fra~~s p.r~rar'dJ

That o;er thofe realms divided, empire fhat'd,
• • t t '" •

The

, Vcr. 510. 7'heflaliant S)rions thus~ ;ndoJs oJJ~n,

Their ready arms in joufls-] The poet here al.
ludes to the cuftom obferved by the Saracens, at tk:t tim~ to

exercifc th~ves in anna oli~ ef the vicinity of tho

Franks, then in pofidJion. 9f J~f;m. In his complaint of
the degeneracy of the Chriftians, in negleCting to refcue 'the fe.
l'ulchre of CHRIST from the hands of th~ Turks, he feems til'

fQ1low Petrarch in his Triumph ofFam~~

Poi venia folo i1 buo~ duce GoIFre~

Che fC l'imprefa f.mta, e i pa1Ji giufti,
~efto~ di ch'io mi fdegno, e'IidaI'no grldot

Fece in Gierufa]em', cOn Ie fue mani
TI qual guardato, e gia negletto uidq ~

TIe fuperbi, e miferi Chriftiani . ." .
Confuiriando l'un l'altro, enon vi caglia
Cb'e! fepul~o di Chriito ~ ill l1IaR de' Cani.

Tr~nf. de Fam. Cap. it,

Next GP<lfre.y camf? whofe righteous f09tftep trod
The hallow'd precin8:s of the' Saviour GOD;

The chief, whofe glorious warfare urg'd fnvain
Inflames my breaft and points th' i~dignant {hain :
In fairJe~em the feat he gai~'d, , .
Neglea:ed long, and !lOW no more tnaintain'd:
Go, wretched Chriftians ! to~. race a{hame,
W~t4 m~tual naughter wound th_~ Chriftian name,

,. ,
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T~ hallow'd realrm t4~t 9m,~ en'e~rrhf~~c.y'~ .

The Lord of ~ife in hlRnap ft~1h ~r~y'd!' Sf'
Behold, by Chri4P:arn~ left, th~ f~r~d l~d~

Refign'd a Fey to f~ithlef~ P~g~~ ~nds1

While thofe t~at, ·~n.' the PllTe 'r~li-&iQ~ bJ;eQq

~~ould cou~~ tb.e 4n~ Qur 1u)ly f~ith tc) fp'r~
With mut~;ll \yquIHls dteit: bret~~'s bo{oms ~~r~,

And kill the fait~(ul fqw t~~ tn~t;h adQre I 5~t

Ye men of Spain !. 14¢, ye ofFr~e I giv~ c*r:i.

And you" ye Swi~rs an~ y./f G¥J:~Plb h~ar ~

Q! hither turn to,gain lit QQbl~-fBoil;

Here CHRIST'S ow-.n ki~4~ ~;Ul 'reward yQUf tQit,
If you the titl~ Qf ~p.fl, Chriftian claim i ' ,5>16,

Anq,y.ou qf C~~ho.l.~~ c.leJuVQ. the name. J

Why do y~u thu.a,,~}le c~qW~ FaG~, annoy, ,

T~~r fubqap~,piJJ.~ge.J ancl' their, lives cle{bo~.~

-..And I~ye tbe,tOm~ d:C~J1.llI'-l· i.Q. impOlols handst
Refign.'d to M~o~1l detefted ban4sJ

After ~~ con~~~.·~LGodt'niy, Je~aleJll I:em;Uned ei~4
two years in the hands of the Chriftians, till the time. of the.
Soldan of Egypt, anne) '1130,' who took it from Guido f,ttJ '

fIg~ fm<;e' whi~,. ~t. has:QO~et uh~ JlQWClr.. ~ ~r
1rurks. ,
. For an account of the ~rufades,'fee Dr. Robertfon's Hiftory'
pf ~bfU'.1clli V.vol. i. ~d Mr. Mickle's Preface to his 1rranfla,..
PQn of the LufJad. . ' ','

',.~ ,

.... I. " .~ :.'~
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WhichOJ1ce froni R. with every ti'eafJoli'e frqht;

Great C.onftiUltine feleaing thither brou@ht.

Pactolu", Hetmus, rich with golden rands,

Mygdollia, Lydia, and the fertile lands 55~

In whofe full praife fuch numerous poets vie. .'
Not far temov'd to crown your labours lie.

Thou, mighty Leo! to whofe hand is given

The glorious charge to bear the kcyi of Beaven, .

·If ~hine .the truft our Italy to keep, 56"

.Let her not perith in lethargic fieep: I '

Conftantine the Great bad ~n baptized by Silvdler, and ha4
defeated Maxentiq,s near ~, he 'gave his palace. of W
Giovarmi Laterano tQ the pope; he built many churches lYi*
Jarge endowments, and tlten made war upon Licinius his kin(..
rpan, a gpaat perfetutor pf th~ Chriftians. He afterwards re"
JIlov~d ~ imP!=l'ial feat from Rome to Byzantium, which citr
he rebuilt, and called, after his name, Conftantinople. Hence
the poet fays, that in Conftantinople were centered the richei
which ConftJUltine carried from Rome: all the ref\- he gave
~o the Ro~ ch~rch; of~~~te {pe~ in tbis remarlqtblc
planner.

Ahi, Conftantin! di quanta mal fu madre
Non la converfion, ma quella dote
Che da te prew: it pI'imo ri~co. padr~~

Ah, Confbntine! from~ what ills we dra~'!
Not that thy foul abjur'd the Pagan law;
But far tba~ gift the' Cl¢fiian'world has gnev'~.

Which our fiill ~thyf1t'C from~ receiv'd.

Ver. 558. Th~u, might] ht,!-l T~ ~drefs 'is made l:8

If:>BC Leo X.
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:rhou in: hOt ibepbenl ~ GoD: _ theel>~bw&

The facml cmok;.Ud. Leo,.tbte he chOfe-" .

That thy. loud roar might teJTor rOUAd extdld,

~ thy {hong arm thy 1heep flOm wolves defend.

But wbidler has my wandering geni'Us led 566

Far from the path I tirftprepar'd to tread ~

Yet not Co far my m~e haS learnt to ftray,

But w.e:lll trIIil.1he can refume her way.

e ~ fair Damafc;u~ thus ~he lift appears..J 57'

All brightwith br¢l-p1at~he1ms,and brifHed-fpears.

jioft bl~~Dg damfels- on the champions ~ower

From roofs· and Wind.01rSr every vetnti Rower;

~a<::h knightly rival to the tru~pet'"~ found. . ' . ..
l:I:is COW'fer (purs with many a-fprightly-b~~ i 575
All prove their heft-fome merit gifts al'l-d praife,

And foine loud peals or" tcorn and laught~~ raife.

. A fuit of armour" doem'd. thevittor'$-.pr-ize,

FOI" dmt:day's joufb the Syrian kifJg ft!pplies;

Who late receiv'd it at a merchaot's hand, Sao

A merchant journeying-from Armmia!s land:

To this the monarch adds afcarfJ embofs'd
i .'

With numerous pe~rl~ and gems-of rareft coft;

Of fineft *b-theft~ with -gord inwrought,

~o "~~~~r.rr~~~"·~~~~in~~J\l~~.~eafv.~t;. ~~gh~.. SiS
.e'~ ~ Had

,.- .~.. -...



B: 'XVII.,; ~R., C'A N J) 0 'F tJ It l()'S'~ il'1.

Had NOraooino~(weUbefoFe Bdvis'd)

This armour: kilfjwn; abOTC' ,aU other priz'd' :

He this had held, 00t had bis, genekms- mind: :

Such.~J'trlOOl" fOr tire 'viCl:ot'S' meed: afEgn'tt ;:

'Twere long :f<j~teU ,who left it,dh· tiltc-.way;: ',: .. '590 '

Fopr hirri'fnat'pltf9'd,~ a:f1lr-too coftty prey. )., J,', '

But let us :now· (dlis:-:taie;lrivfiile"d~dY :", I :

To Gryphon: turn, who;,~~eh: Re-~<:fi'a·tne.'1i!f,· '..
Already foUnd'the manl)t;j~tlftos:lkguri;; ;:.: '''~ ,.

Spears broke; and; fa,lcnroits tlaiRing in'tliefuIh s2f
Eight ~Y'>uihful-khights-t>y. NMaildtno hield-'

Near to his Perron, Wh01n-"fttttDS:excen~': .
In friendly league ~~ainft ali- opponehtll ftoodj

Noble thom1elvOs, and (pr-ang. of noble- blood:'

Thefe in the m;u-tial [quare-that day had rUhi 600'

With all the lifted warriorS) one by one:

"W'ith lance" with [word, or>maae thl!yw.~fd the fight":

While the king.view!d, and view'd them with delight. '

Oft through-tlte cuirafs, in' th' unpleafant ftrife,

The weapon' pafs'd, endangering·either" life s 60S'

Like foes ·theY fo'ught~ hut tttat'-the 'king 1:oulditaf~

At, willth'eir rage-and -bid furceafe the -fray.' , :,-

Now he of Antioch, who with Gryphon came,

(MartCHlo was the cow~LrCi's hateful name). ,
, - p

- "'- ·-StepO'
"..
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Stept in aDd with hil.loo~s the:~ornbatdat'Q» . 610

M ifwith Gryphon he in valour 1har'd;

Then qoo~ awhile befidc, and ~,rn,eft "iew'd

A dreadf~l ~ht that 'tw~t- twp :knigbt~ -en(u'd.­

Sel~ucia'~ ~ddonQog'the Y01Jt!lful tfain

Who came.~~ g(neral chll1le~ge_ tQ maintain, 6r i

-In'fingl~ ~~ with Ombnmo-fhove:

Atl~_h~ 'fak!lloll through h.iJ f_ce- he drove
And reach'd his life : all mourn'd him i\S he fell,

Wllo(e fame in arm,- ~ouhl many a knight excel:. .

Nor couht,wo' all the .-ealm) a name be found 620

For courtefX' andgoQdnefs (llOte-renown'd.

This feen, ~artano trembled with affright,

Left equal fortune on himfe~f1hould light;

N~t}1re prevailing, how h.e thence may fly

He meditates) but him with heedf\,11 eye 625

~ve Gryphon muklh and urging onward drives .

Againft a knight th~t in- the lift arrives.

Thu~J. ",hen th' exerting voice of vil1age~fwains

A Il)ungrel cur againft the wolf conftrains,

By turns he ftops) and barking viewshis foe, 630

Whofe teeth with anger gnafh) whofe eyes with fury

glow.

Where princes fate the deeds of anus to (ec,
\

W~t!l.ladies, knights) and lords of high degree)

Martano
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'Manano fearing in the lift tQ run,

His courfer turn'd afide the fhock to fhun. 635

Ye~. t~ofe who friendly wilh'd to ,veil his fhame

Might tp his ~rring fteed afcribe the blame.

But with his falchio~ next fo ill he fought,

~emofthenes hi~felf in vain had fought . ,

To plead h~s ~ufe: fo mucheach {\:rokehe fcar'd, 640

His arms of brittle frame not forg'd Qfftee1 appear'do'

~t length he fled, diftlllrbing in his flight

The martial ranks: behind the r~crean~ knight,

From (cornfulcrowds loud peals o(laughter rife,

Shouts, clamours) hiffes, mingling in the {kies. 645
Thus) like th' infidious wolf by fhepherds chac'd,

Martano from the lift retires difgrac'd :

While Gryphon ftays) but thinks his better' name .

Defil'd, dilhonour'd, by his fellow's lhame: .

ij,age fwell'd his heart, his face with crtmfon glow'd,

As his the guilt: meanWhile from him the crowd ~51

Like deeds expeCt, and to the knight {orete!

The fa.me difgrace that on his comrade feU.

•

Behoves9

Ver. b34. 'Martano floring in tht lift to run, ~. .'

His ('Uif" turn'd ".fide th, jhotlt tD /hUn; J Mar":'
taoo is undoubtedly the original of Spenfer's Braggadoc~o. ,See
the Fairy ~een, where the cowardice and the villany, of th~

latter are. painted exaaly in the fame colours: he fteals away
Sir Guyon's ho.rfe, anll is dif&r.icac1 at tho tOumame1lt mWe. by..'
Satyr~e. .
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Behoves him now to train each ntrve, and taife

lIis won~worth,to1liine with brighter blaze: 655
Each llip to mofe wliofe· minds: prejudge the caufcJ

Each venial fault the heavieft cemure draws.

Now Gryphon on Ais thigh tlie fpear addrefs'd,-I
(Who feldom held in vain his fpear in refl:)

And to thecharge his f'oafbing coorfer prers'd~. 660

"the:baroo o( SidoiUachat1(!~d t& meet

The dreadfuilliock, which hurl'd him from his featj

I All g:ize witti wonder who his £an behold,

Far. other chanCe-than what they late foretold.

Again his fpear unbroken 'Gryphon held, 665

And-full on Lodieea's lord impelPd:

The weapon fhiver'd on the boEy thield:

The champion, near extended on the field,

Fell backward on his freed; but foon 'anew'

Recovering, with-his fword at Gryphon flew. 67()

Gryphon, who fees him frill his feat maintain,

With fueb a dreadful1hock affail'd in vain,

Thus to himfclf-Though here the fpear might fail,

The fword, with aim repeated, £hall prevail.

- Thfl'l on his temples fell the furious freel : 675

Hefeetfl'd from Heaven the thundering foreeto fe~I.

Stroke follo.wingftroke was dealt with fweepy fway~

TiU·fonfflcfl-on- the-groundthe warrior lay.'

Two
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Two br~thren, Thyrfis and Corymbus nam'd,

Long o'er the reftfor {kill in tilting fam'd, 680

T~eir former {kill forgot, now p~efs'd the fand

Beneath th~ fon of Olivero"'s hand'.

This, from his' fteed the fpear's firft onfet threw,

And that, the falchion from his faddle drew:

Whil~with united voice the lifts declare, 68 S
The fhanger's arm that day the prize would bear.

Among the reft that to the tilting came,

Was Salenterno of redoubted name,

Who o'er the realm with rule defpotic reign'd,

And firft in joufts the gallant ftrife maintain'd. 690

He, fir'd to anger that a ,fhanger's might
- '

Should win the palm from every Syrian knight,

A lance arrefting, loud to Gryphon cries,
, . ,

And,. proudly threatenil"lg, to the courfe defies.

Brave Gryphon anfwers with his fpear ·in reft, 695

(A fpear from ten [eleCted for the beft);,

Full on the fhield the well-aim'd point arrives,

Thro' fhi~ld, thro' cuirafs, and thro' bofom drives;

And pafiing on, its cruel pa1f~ge tears, .

And at his back a palm behind appears. 700

~1l, fave the king, with joy 1;>eheld his fate,

For all th' oppreffive Salenterno hate.

VOL. II. Y Two
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Two of Darpafcus next his pi-owefs own, .

Carmondo and Ermophil\ls o'erthrown:

One o'er me monarch's martial haft prefid'es; 70S
And one, high-admiral, his navy guides~

, .
. This at the onfet from his feat behold

Caft headlong; that, beneath his courfer roll'd,

Lies overwhelm'd, nor could his courfer ftand

Againft the fhock of Gryphon's powerful hand. 710

Seleucia's lord, who ftiU hls place mainta.in'd,

The braveft champion of the eight remain'd j

Nor only brave; a freed the warrior bore

Of generous race, and arms of proof he wor~.

Now ru1hing furious each his [pear oppos'd 715

To where againft the fight the vizor c1os'd j

But Gryphon with fuch force the Pagan fhook,

His left foot ftraight the ftihup:s hold forfook.

'Their broken lances "now afide they threw,

And wheeling round their beaming falchions drew.

From Gryphon tirf\: a ftroke the P~gan feels 721

That fromhjs thundering arm the Chriftian deals;

Sheer thro' the fhie1d's tough plate and bone it goes,

-Which from athQufand 1hields ~he warrior chafe:

His thigh had next receiv'd the biting blade, 715

But double folds of free1 the fury ftay'd.

Seleucia's
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Seleucia's lord at Gryphon's vizor drove

The weapon's edge, which falling from above

Had pierc'd through all, but that the warrior's arms

By potent fpell fecur'd each l~mb from harms; 730

While happier Gryphon, at each furious ihoke,

Cleft the tough mail and jointed armour broke.'

All prefent now Sdeucia's lord beheld

By noble Gryphon in the field excell'd j

And had not No~andino,ftay'd the fight, 73>
That day had funk him to eternal night!

But to his guards the king a fignal made

To part,the c~mbatants : the guards obey'd :

All view'd with joy the dreadful confli~ ceafe,, , ,

An~d prais'd their gracious king who gave the peace.

Thofe gallant eight, who challeng'd all the lift, 741

Too weak a fingle warrior to refift,

Were vanquifu'd one by one j the reO: who came

To meet the challenge found their hope of fa~e

Thro' Gryphon loft, who thus unmatch'd had run,

And'from the eight an eafy conqueft won. 7-+6

'Behoid in one iliore hour the tilting ceas'd !

But N orandino, to prolong the feaft

Till clofe of day, defcends and gives command

To clear the fquare; tIren of the knightly band 750

Y 2, - Two
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Two troops he forms, where each by birth or deed

He mates in pairs, and bids the joufts proce~d.

lVleantime brave Gryphon to h!s home returns, .

While indignation in his bofom burns,

Still more deprefs'd with vile Martano's {harne, 7H
rhan joyful at his own well-purchas'd fame.

Martano every art induftrious tries

His fuame to palliate with unmanly lyes;

While the foul partner of his guilt and wile

. Each falfehood feconds, adding guile to guile. 760

Howt~er the youthf41 knight their tales believ'd,
I

He heard in filence, and th' eJtcufe receiv'd;

But deem'd it beft to part in fecret thence,

Left, feen again, Martano 1hould incenfe

The people's rage-Thus by a private way 76)

They reach'd the gate thro' which their journey lay.

Then, whether Gryphon's courfer needed reft,

Or heavy toil the champion's eyes opprefs'd,

The neareft dwel'ling for repofe he fought:

Two miles the warrior to a dwelling brought: 770

His helm he loos'd, his limbs from armour freed,

And from the reins and qit releas'd his fteed;

Ver. 75l -to his home returns,] The poet muft mean

wlfere he w~ firft entertained at his arrival, though the pafi3gc
kerns rather obfcure.

Then,
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Then~ in a room retir'd, the door he clos'd,

And on tl1e couch in flumber deep repos'd~

Now Origilla and Martano, bent 77S
On fooleft treafon, to the garden went ~

And there the moft unheard-of fcheme defign"d
. . . ,

'Fhat craft e'er whifper'd to the bafeft mind..

Martano means to fcize the arms and veft

By Gryphon worn, the fteed which late he prefs'd;

And thus beforb the king; in borrow'd fpoils; 781

Uforp the honour of another's toils:
(

Soon as refolv'd, he takes the warrior's weed,

The dazzling armour, and the milk-white fteed :

He grafps his buckler, and his creil he rears, 785

And a new Gryphon to the fight appears.

Then with the dame and fquires he turn'd to where

The bufy throng ilill fill'd the public fquare,

And ca~e what time the martial rivals cea's'd

To wield the fword and place the lance in reft. 790

The'IIlQnarch gives command to feek the knight

Whofe lofty creil was deck'd with plumage white i

His courfer white, and white the veft he wore,

Though yet unknown the name the warrior bore.

He, who from looks affum'd deri-v'd his pri~e, 795

Like the vile afs beneath the lion's hide,

The
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The fummons heard, and with unblu1hing (ace

To Norandino went in Gryphon's place.

Soon as the king the feeming knight efpy'd,

.He '0fe, embrac'd, and plac'd him at his fide j 800

Nor deem'd enough, himfelf fuch praife te yield,

But will'd his w'orth to blazon o'er the field:

He bids the heralds to the lifts around

Him glorious victor of the day refound.

With trumpets fprightly notes, in loud acclaim 80S

Wide fpreads from tongue to tongue his worthlefs

namej

And when the mon.arch to his palace rode,

He kept him near" and every honour fhow'd,

Such honours, as tranfcendirig mortal praife,

The de,eds of Mars Qr He~cules might raife: 810

He gave him fair and ftately rooms prepar'd

Within th~ court, where Origilla fhar'd

An equal grace, on whom in royal ftate

A train of noble knights and damfels wait.

But let us now to Gryphon change the ftile, 81 S

Who, little confcious of his comrade's guile,

Still unfufpecting lock'd in number lay,

Nor wak'd till low declin'd the light of day.

8 His'

,
1
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His neep difpell'd, and blufhing thus lo wafte

The fleeting hours, he quits his bed in hafte, S~~

And feeks (as yet unknowing of his fham~)

The lying kinfman and deceitful dame

Whom late he left with all th' atten~ant train:

When thefe he finds no more, and feeks· in vain

His ar~ns and vefture, new fufpicions rife, 825

Increafing when his comrade's arms he fpies.

The hoft ftept forth, and all the truth difplay'd,

That he, wl10m now he fought, ~rewhile array'd

In armour white, had with the dame and train

Of followers to the lift retutn'd again. . 830

By {low degrees to Gryphon riQwreveal'd,

That truth appear'd which love had long conceaVd;

Soon to his grief he found a brother's name

But veil'd the partner of her lawlefs fl~rne :

;He now repents that e'er his mind was wrought 835

To £light the tidings by'the pilgrim brought,

And lend an ear to her, whofe tears or fmiles

. Had oft betr~y'd him in her treacherous wiles.

What fhould he do? Impell'd by prefent need,

He takes the bafe Martano's arms and freed: 840

J$ut better 400 he gone unarm'd, than wear
.,

The cuirafs fuch a bre~~ was wont to bear;

Y4
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That hateful buckler on his arm embrace, I

And on his head that fcornful helmet place.

Yet eager to purfue th' adulterous pair,

His foul was 10ft to every other care:

The city now he reach'd, what time the day

Departing, Phrebus fhone with e~ening ray.

Built near the gate to which the champion drew,

High on the left a caftle rofe to view; 850

Not only ftrong in war to check the foe,

But rich in coft and pomp of peacefulfhow:

The king, affembling here a courtly band,

Lords, dames, and knights, the firft of Syria's land,

Above the walls a fplendid feaft prepar'd, 855

And with his guefts the focial banquet fhar'd ;

Whence, from afar, beneath their wide furvey,

The diftant fields and open country lay.

As tow'rds the gate advan~ing Gryphon came,

Clad in the veftments of opprobrious fhame j 860

III chantt for him! the king and feftive train

Beheld him pacing d'er the verdant plain.

Efteem'd the fame he look'd by outward port,

He mov:d the dames and knights to [cornful fport,

Where next the king, amid the nobles plac'd, 865

,Martano fate with highefl: favour grac'd;

7 And
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And near, the worthy partner of his guile:

Of thefe the king enquir'd, with gracious fmile,

What wretch was that who latel}i to his coft

EfThy'd the joufts i who, every honour loft, 870

Could thus return-'Tis wondrous ftrange (he cry'd)
,

That you, a knight fo brave in comQat try'd,

Should join with one, to knighthood fuch difgrace,

That all our eaft fcarce knows a name fo bafe i

U nlefs you feek perchance t' exalt your praife, 875

And with his deeds compar'd your glory raife.

But, by yon Heaven! and all its powers I fwear,

Did not your worth my warmeft friendlliip fhare,

Such public penance fhould the daftard find, ,

Such as my hatred to his coward kind 880

Might tell to all-and if he 'fcape the fhame,

He owes his thanks to you with whom he came.

'Then he, the fink of every vice, reply'd:

, Great king! the mali whofe acts his mien bc:ly'd,

Near Antioch's town but late (nor can I tell 8g5
His name or birth) with me in converfe fell :

I deem'd him worthy by his martial air

With me the trial of the lifts to fhare,

But ne'er beheld him in the field difplay

His craven ,arms till that difgraceful day j 890

When



...

33() ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XVII.

When far ipcens'd t~ fee fo deep a ibin

On kQighthood caft, I fcarcely could refrain

That hour to ~ea,ch him ruch a fatal dance,

He never mote fuould wield the [word or lance:

But due refpccc for fuch a noble band, 89S

And reverence to your prefence held IllY hand.

Yet let not thofe fuort days with me ,he pafs'd

O'e'r his demerits now oblivion caft,

Since from thofe dllYS recall'd methinks I find,

And ever fuall, difgrace opprefs IPY mind, 900

If, to their flume who bear the name of knight:.

He goes difinifs'd unqueftion'd from your fight.

,Far rather let me view, with well-pleas'd eye,

The wretch fufpended quivering in the ,fky :

A fentence that may future warning give 90S

To all fuch daftards that unpunifh'd live.

Martano thus j when Origilla took

The word, to fecond what her minion fpoke. .,
To whom the king-Not fo his deeds I view,

Or think that' death to fuch 'a crime is due: 910'

But we, in judgn1ent for hi~ great offence:.

Will to the crowd another feaft difpenfe.

He faid j and to a baron gave in -charge

His royal will: inftruB:ed now at large,

Th"

,
I
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The baron, with a trufty guard, defcends, 915

And filent near the eity walls attends

In feeret ambuLh, Gryphon there to wait :
\ .

Him, 'twixt two bridges, entering at the ga~e,

He feizes ~nawares, and, bound in chains, .

Clos'd in a gloomy cell till morn detains. ·9~o

Now had the fun above the watery bed

Of hoary Tethys rais'd his golden head,

From Alpine plains began to chace the night,

And thed on Alpine hills his trembling light»

When vile Martano, fearing Gryphon bold' 925

Might to the king at length the truth unfold,

And on himfelf revenge the treafon, took. \.,

A hafty farewe1, and the .town forfook:

Excufe he pleaded that th' unfinifh'd feaft

He left, and feem'd to ~ight the king's requeft, 930

Who urg'd his ftay,and gifts beftow'd to crown

The glorious deeds of knighthood not his 019'0.

But let him go, and troft fome future time

Shall give fuch punifhment as fits his cri~e_

Now near the throng'd piazza Gryphon c~me, 935
By guards conducted to the place of fhame :

They

Ver. 933. But let him go,-] He renu-ns to ·Martano an<!
Origilla, Book xviii. ver. 520.

Ver. 935- Nuw near tlu throng'd piazza Gryphon came,]
" Cowards .

~
I
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They ftript him of his arms and plumy creft;j

And left difhonour'd in an huinble veft;

Then led kim thus amidft the fhouting train:,

High plac'd to view upon a rolling w&~ 940

Which with flow ftep two lagging oxen drew,

By hunger lean and of ill-favour'd hue:

Around th' ignoble car a mingled throng,

Dotards and fuamelefs women, pour'd along: .

Now this, now that, fupply'd the driver's place, 9+5

And all with vulgar rage the knight difgrace.

A.b~ve the reft the childifh rout ~revail'd,

Who not alone his name with taunts affail'd,

But, that the wifer could their handsreftrain:;

With frones in boyiih rage the knight had {lain. 950

Thofe arms, to which his evil chance he ow'd,

Thof~arms,whofe make mined th' ill-judging crowd,

Trail'd ~t the car behind, along the ground

In fordid filth their rightful penance found.

The wheels .now ftay'd before the judgment feat,

And there he heard the herald's voice repeat 956

CC Cowards in the lifts were proclaimed falfe and perjured,
their armour was taken from them, beginning from the heel
upwards, and then igno~iniouny flung piece by piece over
the barriers: they were likewife dragged out of the lifts, and
punHhed as the judges decreed. "

See UPTQN'S Notes on Spenkr.

Another's



· Th' enfuing book, my lord, the fequel thows, 971

For time 'requires the ftory here to clofe.

END OF THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

CHARLES and his Pala4ins attack Rodomont, and at lafi:

compel him to leave the city. He repaffes the Seine, and
hears that DoraIis is carried off' by Mandricardo. Rodo­

mont Being gone, Charles returns to the field. General

battle renewed,with great: fiaughter on both fides. Ferrau
• ,and Dardinello fignalize themfelves. Lurcanio killed by

Dardinello. Gryphon being kt at liberty" to revenge the

1hame he had fuffered, makes great {laughter among the
people of Damafcus. Norandino appeafes him. Aquilant

meets with Martano ~d Origilla, feizes and carries them
to Damafcus ': end' of that, adventure. Norandino infti­
tutes another tournament in hon.our of Gryphon. Arrival

of Sanfonettq, Aftolpho, and Marphifa, at Damafcus. Con­
fufion on account of a fuit of armour offered 'by the king

as the prize of the victor. Marpbifa, AHolpho, and
Sanfonetto overthrow all, oppafers. Gryphon and Aquilant

unhorfed. At lafi: the fu.~ knights are known to each other,

and peace is ,reHored. AHalpho, Sanfolletto, Gryphon, Aqui­
lant, and Marphi~ depart for France: they embark on board

a fuip. arrive at CyprUSo; are overtaken by a dreadful Horm.

Account of the general battle refumed. Dardinello is nain

by Rinaldo. The Pagans begin to give ground ;at !aft
. the rout becomes -univerfal, and the Pagans retire to their
entrenchments. Medoro and Cloridano, two Moorifh youths,
leave' their polls in the middle of the night, and venture into
the enemy's camp in order to feek out, and .give burial to) the

body of their dead mailer Dardinello.
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STILt.,generotis princft I my l~yai mule air.
plays .'

Your high' deferts, and e'Ver f~eks to prllife:

But much 1 fear, too weak t' exalt your name,

She but defrauds yOu of a nobler fame.

Amidft youi' virtues; one above the r~ft $

.My tongue, my bo1Om, ever has confefs'd 2

Whiie C?pen audience all from you receive,
None find you ever ready to believe

Each light repors-your goodnefs will befriend

Th' accus'd when abfent, oft attenflOo lend 10

To eac)l fair plea, and keep a ,graciolls ear,..

When prefent, fl1)m himfelf his '.ale to hear ;

And rather monlibs and years the taufe deferJ .

Than to another'l wtfillg. in ~fty fentence err.

Vor,. 11_ Z gad
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Had' Norandino well Iiis 'condua: weigh'd, 15

His lips might ne'er on Gryphon's head have laid

The doom UAjuft: whil,e: honour. crowns yaur Atme,

He, unadvis'd, has ftain'd his future fame.

Through him his people bl'eadilefs on the plain

Fall by the raging hand of Gryphon fiain; 20

Who.. thrufts or whirls, by. turns, the mortal fte~,
, .

~And thirty near the car his fury feel.

Swift fly the reft, as terror bids them ftray ~

-of1e: reeks 'the ,field, ~nd.. one the: ~aten "VIay :

Thefe hope again to enter in the wall; . ' '25

Where~h on eath in 'mingletl ,l'1e~s:tIre1fall.

Witht)ut a Worl! or menace, ,Grypaon .gt(f\¢S .' ,

With filent wratn, no foft cornptIDon knows,

:-But drives liis 'fword ·amidft the trembling,th'r.oO'gs,

And takes dire vengeance'fGfihis fottrtel"wro~s., '30

Of thofe; who 'fl.rft, difperfiAg: ("~r'_the :plaih,

With nimble feet'the city w.alls '~an gafn,

,'ImPetuoUs fome,:as fenfe ofdlrtgtrfways, ,

<8orgetful.ot their' friends, ,the dtaWbridge nne. "
Some fly'withgnaftly looks in pale-:atfrigbtr , 3S

Nor caft'.a look-1>ehind',them,in:mcir ft.@tti ­

Whilo 'witle in ,every dithnr -ql1attfr rife. ' ,

The '-fhouting·clamoursand1"iftrt[sful cries. '
I ,:lPrerce
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Fierce Gryphon.; ~.aloft the bridge they dr.ew;

(I~l chance for. theni) fJWO 11,]okkfs wiretch6s0ew. ~o

Ofthefe, ~e dafh'd againft .the,ft:<>ny plain

Pour'd from his .batt~d .fknU'the finokittg ,brain :

One, wounded in the bteaft, fell headlong down;

As up the walla he·climb'd to·r<tadl' the town:

The trembling crowds, :with terror chiU;a, behold 14-5

The'breathlefs caroi.fe·from the ramparts J"oU'd•.

Great· is the fear tbat many a,mind appalls,

Left furious Gryphon 1hould o'er1eap the walls:

Not deeper tumults could ~ound prevail;

Should the ftern Soldan ·with his ;hoft '1lfl'lIil SQ

Damafcus'gates.-.arms flath, loud·1J:1outs a(ctendJ

Now here, now theJe, the thronging-people bend.

Tjmbrels and trumpets mingled .pour around

The ~eafening noife ·and to the fides refound.

But let us for a while forbeat to tell 5S

What fortune next the gallant knigh~ befe!:

·Now muil: the verfe the deeds of Charles recite,

W}w bent on Rodomont his fearIefs might,

And in his train feven daring warriors lcd,

T' ~venge his fubjetl:s by the Pagan dead. 60

Ver. 55. But let IlS for a whileforbear to telJ]. The ftory f)f
Gryphon is continued in this book, vcr. 395.

Z 2 The
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The foe~ defended with his fcaly hide

-, Of proof refiftlefs~ every arm defy'd :

Eight fpears at once from eight fuch warriors fent;

He fdt~ yet fcarcely to the tempeft bent:

~ut_as the velfcl~ yielding to the gale~ 65

SWift rifes as the pilot {hifts the fail

: To catch the wind j fo Rodomont arofe~

Tho'.fcuce a mountain could have borne the blows.

To join the .warlike eight -whom late I told,

Full'many a chief~ whofe ac9:ions Fame enroll'd~ 70

Enc1os'd the foe: with there the treacherous name
- ,

- Of Gannelon~with there good Turpin came j

And Arimon~ and Englith Edward, late

Receiv'd by Charles in Paris' regal gate.

As built on Alpine rocks, with ftatdy pride, 75

A canle that has every force defy'd,

Ver. 7I. - with thtJe the treocherous ntlJ1U

Of GamullJn,-] An inv~terateenemy to the houfes
of Rinaldo and Orlando, and as fuch recorded by Pulci; Boy­
ardo, and other romance writers. Gannelon or Gano is fre-e '
quently mentioned in Don ~ixote.

Ver. 72. - gDIJd T"urpin-] Turpin, archbi£hop ofRh~ims,
reputed author of the fabulous hifrory of Charlemain and his

_twelve peers~ The authority of this prelate is frequently brought
forth by Ariofro, ~ evidence of many acnons recorded in

-this poem, to which he is faid to ha\'e been an e,.e-witnef$.

7 Unfhaken
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U nfbaken fta~ds~ when whirlwinds -(weeping round~'

Teal" oaks aRd beeches from the groaning ground; .

Firm in hinife1f the' haughty Pagan ftood"

lnflam'd with' fury, and athirft for blood. 80

~s roaring ftorms the coming bolt prefage ;

So vengeance follows his deftruCtive rage.

At him~ that neareft prefs'~~ the ihoke he dealt:

Haplefs U ghetto of Dordona felt

The ruihing blade: cleft to the teeth· he dy'd~ 85

Nor aught avail'd his helm of temper try'd.

On every limb by turns the. Pagan found

Some weapon light~ but light witho_ut a wound.

Secur'd from harm, the dragon's jointed fcale

Impervious, made each fword and javelin fail. 90

And now, attending at 'their fovereign's call,

Each quits the gate and well-defended wall i

And haftes to battle, where his prince's fIght

Swells every breaft and ihings each nerve for fight.

As when, amid the circus' bounds enclas'd, 9S

Stands a fierce lionefs, for fport expos"d,

If chance a lordly bull is loos'd to wage

The public combat with her threatening rage,

He.r tawny cubs behold (unfeen before)

The ftately beaft and hear his dreadful roar: 100

Z 3 They
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They VN:W his~ hOI'J1S'witli ·iUange amaze,

.And while they vi~, with dbllbtful terror gaze ;

But if theit dam·with' fa"V1lg~ -tutn invade

The bull's ~ftg cheft) they ~e' rheir..dmt to aid:

Now at his back, ROW at his paunch they fly, 10$

And thirft·in blOO'd their tender paWs to dye.

Agairi-ft the- Pagan thus the Chrifti~ drew :

From ,roofs .and windows fome their wC31pons threw~

Some clofer prefs'd j while; all around him rain'd,

His head a ponderous fhpwer of arms fuftain'd. 110

Still more and more they thc-oJlg (a mingled train)

The ;fpace ·can fc-arcety horfe and foot contain.

From ev~ry part, like chdl:ering bees, they pour;

Though ~oft, unarm'd, no warlike weapons bore,

And came but to be {lain-the Pagan's rage I 15
Could fcarce fuffice their numbers to engage.

Still grows his toil~fti1l crowds to croWds fucceed,

Though hundreds by his fatal prowefs bleed.

His breath in fllorter pantings comes and ~s;

He fees, unleis his arm can ftem the foes, 120

While yet unhurt his ftr~ngth and limbs remain,

Hereafter' tnuft M hope t' efcap,e in vain. ,

N ow here; hOw' 'there he t~rns his baleful eye.s,

,And every pars wj~h numbers clo~'d efpie=;.

ArQund
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Around him now, his lIUlrderous fW9td he thre\! i 1~!.

4?~ ~wift..as fury urg~d, reflftlefs fie.w .

On Britai~:s.l~e-rais'.d.~ds his force ~Q fhed 1

The bap4~.by,Arimon and Edwar~ le4. .

Whoe'er ~s. from the: throng'd pia,ziZ'l- view;'d

The giddy populace in ~e~ps pur~u'd U~

By fome wild bull, t,hat ~ll the' day has ~t

With go~ds and WQU~5.7.bymen.and. dogi bef~t ~ "

He foams, .he fnorts, he drives th.em roun.d..and.rouJ'ld.l
• I • • Jj

And this, now that he toires from th~ ground:

Such may he deem, but far more dreadfu) fho~vs 135.

The cruel African .amidft his foes!

Fuij twenty with his fword h.e cleaves in twain,
. ,

As many headlefs from his {hoke remain i

He mows down lives,.as by the pruner's hand

Young vines and fallows lopt beftrowthe land. I4o~'

Thus drea.dful Rodomont the carnage fpread

Where'er he pafs'd: at length o'er piles of.dead

He turn'd his fteps to quit the hoftile town,

But 'midft his ftight no marks of fear were fhown i

Retreati~gnow the nearer Sein~ he views, ; 145

That fro~ ~he ramparts to the plain purfue$

Its filent courfe-the throngs around him prefs~. .

Urge him. behind, nor let him partin peace.

Z 4 As
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As in Nomadia's or Maffilia's fhade,

The genero~sbeaft whom hunters bold invade. I SO
Even while he flies with noble fury bums4

And, threatening, £lowly to his woods returns:

So Rodomoftt, in whore high foul appe.ars

No abjeCl: thought, ~emm'd round with (words and

fpears,

'With darts and javelins like a brift:led wood, 15S

Slow drags his lingering fteps to reach the fiood~

Again he turns, again with brandifh'd blade

A hundred fent to tread the Stygian fhade•

. At length, compell'd, he,gives to [lumbers way,

Submits. to fortune and refigns the day: ,60

With all his arms, he plunges in the tide;

His nervous limbs the fla1hing waves divide.

Afrie ne'er bred his like; though Afrie's earth

Gave Hannibal and great An~us birth.

'Soon as he reach'd the fuore, his ruthlefs mind 165

Again repented that he left behinq

The town unfack'd; again his thoughts aipire

Her fons to flay and wrap her walls in fire,

While thus he paus~d, one drawing near he view'd,

That foon with other cares his wrath fubdu'd: 170

But



Then

Ver. I1'J.. Firj1 /tarn-] The ftory is continued in this
txx>k, ver. ~oo.

Ver.18s. With hw adwatj;-] Dwarfs and'damfels-were
common meffi:ngers in the days of chivalry, and. as fueh often
plentioned in .Don ~ixote.
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Then join'd~h~ aD eotcrpri~ tL\ 1hare. .

That fe~,,~d. to ·cliUm~ <mil puyli~ caJ;e.

W,;lJ:~~ was~ ~fcqr.d JeaJoufy to, Yi~, J
But more he,1! caufe. a(,comiog ~hen {he·know,.

Erom whpmiU,chll~9fpowerfu.laidfhedr;ew. I.9S, .
La! hence tpc fe!=d~ to (Ilil;, iI:l m~rtal ~ar. '.

Stern Rodom~~ and,1\g~icanes' heir j

For other chi.cfs-1he o~r ,plans may frame,

But this fuffices here to fJ?read the flame.

, Now with the dwarf arriving where.,the hand ~QO

Of Roetomo{lt deitz-oy'd each Chii{lia.n band;

They reach'.d. the Seine what time.his filver tide

The 'rurk had crofs'd" ;~ho when the,dwarfhe f~y'd,

His wrath he fm09th'd7 his l;ol,lring bro~ hedear'd,

,A.IJ<j fudden gladnefs :in his.l,o<?ks a.ppear'd: 205

All unprepj1~'d for what he foon mutt find.,.

An infult which his. foul had ne'er divin'd.

The dwarf he ~t, a.nd,with a fmilingface:

HO""lJares OU,Ii dam~, aQd whither bends thr pace?

Th~nUe-Nor mine nor yours I .call the di4Ue 210

To whom another now afferts his claim:
. . .

But yeiter's fun, as in her tent {he .lay,

A Li,~le ~arriof hew:d -t,li~ bloody war..

T'hro' all hcr.gu~rdl, and t1}cnce, by force can.Yef'~

The royal fair his weepin~ ca.ptive made..' 2 I S

He
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He faid j when JealnufY ftept forth and pref$'d

(Cold as an afp)tlte warrior to Jrer breaft.- ­

Now Difcotd ftrikes her ,flint the fire to raife,

While Pride beneath the ready {ewel lays:

~ick burfls the flame, through all the Pagan Sies

The raging peft -and flafues from his eyes: ~~i

He fighs;he groans, full horribly he roars,

Blafph~m~ngHeaven and Heaven's immortal powers.

As when the tigrefsto her empty den

Too 'late returnjng, fnuffs the track ormeo, 22,5

And find~ het darling young ones borne,away,

Nor hills, nor ftreams, her ragi-ng comfe deby :

Thus the dread Saracen wi-th fury burns., ,

Lead on! he cries, as to the dwarf he turns i

He feeks no fteed, nor car, but like the wind z30

Flies o'er the plain and :leaves the war behind :

No courfer will he wait, refolv'd to take

The firft that Fortune's gift his own fhall make.

Then Difcord, who his inmoft foul furvey'd,

Turn'd to her fifter Pride, and fmiling faid : 2.35

Vcr. 216. -.Jlaloufy.Jleptforth andprefs'd
(OJId as an aJp) the warrior to her bref!fl.] With­

out danger of incurring the cenfure of blind partiality, often fo
juftly charged on tranllators, I may furely venture to point out

~is Jl3ifage to the reader as a fine allegorical piaw'e.
His
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Hj.s footfteps 1hall we guide to find. a fteed

That other contefts, other woes wili breed ?

The care be mine, where'er he roves the land,

No horre but one 1hall meet his daring hand..

To Charles we ttlrn, whonow, the Pagan fled; 24()

Forbad~ the flames ex.tinguith'd more to fpread:

His troops he mar1haU'd; fome with ardor fir'd

To guard the pofts that chief their aid requir'd :

The reft he fent againft the Pagan train

To meet their ftrongeft force'in open plain i 245

And through each pafs a numerous army pours,

. From Saint Germano and Saint Victor's towers i

Then near .Marcellus' gate bids, every band,

Together join'd, in rank of battl~ ftand,

Inciting all their faithlefs foes to quell, 250

With deeds that every future time might tell :

Their banners rang'd, he points their noble rage,

And ,gives the trumpet's tgnal to engage.

King'Agramant had try'd, nor tty'd in vain,

Though :pemm'd with foes, his couTfer to regain: 25$

Remounted now, againfl: the knight - who lov'd

Fair Ifabella, fingle fight he prov'd.

• ZU.BINO.

. Ver. 240. 7Q andes we tUnf;-J The poet follows -Rodo-
mont, Book xxiii. ver. 237. -

With'
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With king Sabrina bold Lurcanio clos'd:

Rinaldo ftood againft a troop oppos'd,

Whom (Fortune fmilingon his d'auntlefs might) 260

He flew, difpers'd, o'enurn'd, and chac'd in ftight.

So far'd the war-when Charles his legions brought

To charge the rear where king Marfilius fought:

Beneath whofe ftandards crowd the flower of Spain,

His foot the midft compafe, his horre the wings fuf-

tain. ~65

The monarch leads th' affault-the hills around; ,

The vales return the drum's and tr,umpet's found.

Already now the Pagans feem'd to yield,

And foon, with broken files, had left the field,

But Falfirones came, al)dat, his fide '170

Grandonio, both in 'greater dangers try'd;

With Balugantes, Serpentino fam'd,
/.

And· bold Ferral,l, wh'o thus aloud exc1aim'd.

a friends belov'd! 0 ! once of martial might!

o ! brethren! yet maintain this arduous fight I 275

Give what to fame we owe-yon hoftile.train

Shall weave, like fpiders' ~ets, their toils in ~ain\!

Think what rewards, what honours muft attend,

Should Fortune on this day our "arms befriend;

Think what our lofs and never~ending 1hame, z80

.If barely driven from [uch a field of fame.

~ ponderous
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A ponderous ,fpear.he'wielded as 'he ipoke,

And aim'd at ,Berliqgcr the forceful ftroke J

r (-Wlwfe 'arm fo w.ell with ArgalilFa fped

He' burft the fencing helmet from his head) . 285 .

.Now Berlinger o'ertbrown, his fatal blade

Eight haplefs warriors near him proftrate lidd.

In other parts what warlike numbers fell

:Before Rinaldo, fcarce the mufe can tell :

Thou might'ft have feen, amidft th' embattled fieId l

The flying fquadrons to his fury yield. 291

No.lefs Zerbino and·Lurcanio, fir'd

With martial h€tat, the to~e of praife infpir'd;

That, with a fpeeding thruft Baleftro flew,

This, Finadurus' helmet cleft in two: .

The firft the forces of Alzeroe {way'd,

That late before Tardocco's rule obey'd :

The fecond held 'beneath his high command

Zamora, Saffa, and Morocco's ban4•.

-Was there (methinks you cry) with fword and fuie1d

N.o knight of Afric to difPute the field? 30'1

Awhile attend-nor deem one worthy name

Shall pafs defrauded.of his rightful fame.

Nor fhall Zumara's king be ~eft unfung,

:Brave Dardinello, from Almo.mes fprung,
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Whofe lance, in reft;again~!t;Ae.G:hr.ifttans-,Gt,

IDulphino oftbe moun~.andElms'met; .

Hubett of Mirford,:Claudio of&e:-grote=;

On Pinamontes then hls·lword'he drove,·

On good Anfel~o of Btanf<>rda's powers i. ;310

·And:&aymond. feRt from: London's fl:ately towers.:

Thefe feven, renown'd >in arms, 'to' earth·he tnrel\V,

Twa fenfekfs:, onc:he wmmded;four hC'Gew.

But all his wotth -avail'd 'not (0 reftr,"il. .. ', :

His people's panic, and their ranks ~t&in' ':.3 f5

'To meet our troops, who, lefs in-number, ,f~ht

With nobler warmth,amlto the combat .bfG~t

Whate'er exalts :the'warrior In the field,

The fkill to.reft ~he lance, ·or·lift·the fhidd•.

The Moors in Seotaand Zumara:bred, '320

Thofe of Morocco 'and CantraAled .:

- But with the {aremoft' fled AI~.rbe's. train,

:Whofe: fiight:the nobie 'youth .. ()ppos'd' in vain.

At length,-with threats andprayets bytumsaddrefs'-d,

He rotiz;d the :flame ine'Vety generous bteaft. 315

If in your memory .worthy yet to dwell

Almontes lives-thk'Prefent hotir.fball· tell:

This hour £hall fftaw', ifmidft iris foes enclos'd,

You leave: in rhe'nis fon to· death expos'd•

.. DARDINELLO.
Stay'
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Stay! L conjure you-by my tender age, , 330
From which your hopes could future fame prefage I

Shall each brave chief by hoftile fwords be fiain"

And none rcvifit Aftie's Iov'd domain?

Surrounded here, all fafecy elfe deny'd,

Our firm .knit bands alone can cleave the tide. 335

What fotre, what ramparts our return oppofc,

What mountains rife between, what ocean floWi l

Here let us rather die, thaD ink fo low

To wait the mercy of a Chriftian foe.

o ! theh be firm-in this, my friends, remain 34&

Our deareft hopcs, all other hopes are vain!

Like us the foes have but two hands to wield~

One foul to fire them, and one life to yield.

So·fpoke the generous youth, and fpeaking gave

The earl of Athol to the greedy grave. 345

The dear remembrance of Almonte! ran

I Through Mric's haft, and fpread from man to man:

Each deem'd it nobler now with glorious arIn$

To guard their lives, than fly impending harms.

William of ~urnick)-tall of ftatute, tow'r'd JSo

)\bove his _peers, but Dardinello's fword

Levell'd him with the reft-and near him reft

His life from Arimon, and headlefs left:

(ACorn~
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(A Cornifh champion)-as he prefl~d -the plain:' ;_

His brotlter haften'd to ,his aid in vliii. 351

lktwixt his fboulders. Dardincllo fent:,
~

The re~king fteel, that through his bofom went.

Throop Bogio's belly next he throft the blade;

And freed him from his promife lately 'made ';

Vainly he pramis'd to his weeping tvife 360

Six moons fhould bring him back witli fame :and.li'fc•.,

Brave Dardinello near Lurcanio '(py'd,

By whom, but chen o'erthrown, Dochino dy'd;

pierc'd through the throat i by whom, with gory head,

Cleft to the teeth" lay bleeding Gardo dead. 365

He Caw Alt~us, dearer than his life,

Attempt tao late to fly the bloody ftrife.

Full at his nape the ftroke Lurcanio aim'd,

And ftretch'd him deed: Almontes' fan, enftam'd

With thirftofYcngeance, grafp'd his ready fpear) 3;0

And vow'd to Macon (did his MacOI\ hear):

Should-Gain Lurcanio that day's triumph grace..

His empty annl within the mofque to place.

Then through the ranks with rapid. '{peed he- flies,

And to his fide fo well tn~ lance applies) 37S

P'ietc'd through and through he huris him totheplain)

And inftant bids hill followers firip the n~in"

VOL. II. A a What
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What. tcmgue fiaal1 alk' ifAriodantes mourn'd

His,brother's.ftwgbter? ifin .rage he bupn'd

With his own h1nd «> give the.~geful' blow,. .3~

And. Dardiae110fead to fbades .belo.?:

In vain he' ravel:"";R4t ~e- tl\t'Pa~an foes .

'l;'han thronging Chtiftians· }lg,dcfigA oppofe :

Yet eager for revenge,. now btU', nQw tbcrc;.·

He.whirls ws-fword,.lmiaks.t1wmlgli,. mel DmWuhe

war., '. J1s
T' engag1: the. Chriftian Dardindb~ tiro)' !
But thronging ro.und: him fpcus and ja~elinsrife,

And the thick prefs the knights. to meet. denies.
One chief no lef~,the MoDrilh .troop dcftroys,

Than one the Englifu, Franks,. and Scotch annoys:

Yet thefe: todofe in battle f"te withftands,. 3-91

One doom1d t-o fall, but.hlll)y greater l\$Dds.

~hold Rinal~()·comes, byf~ kd.,"

To gain"new fame from D~tdio.eHo:deH•.

But her$=.no 1l)Ore-thf rol,tfe:~y~t~ lhc: itraitl.395

From dce~b. 9f.~lprr on:·the w:eftc;rn. p1llin, .

, Ve~•.~. , . Pr~~ ik,Js ofg'm-]. This battle is .~ued
in this book, ver. I?OS'

.. .- . -
To
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To where {he Gryphon left, whofe arm o'erthrew~

With vengeflll rage, Damafcus' trembling crew.

King,Norandino, whom the din alarms,

'iRe city kayes with all his court'in arms: 400

A thoufand Ii'len his faithful guard {upply,

And round he fees the timorous people fly.

Meantime, the vulgar crowd difpersfd a'nd 'fled,

Thofe lucklefs arms, that late his fhame had b'ed,

(Such arms as fortune then vouchfaCd to lend} ....0$

Drave Gryphon feiz'd his perlori to defe'nd ;

And n~ar a temple, with ftrong walls immur'd,

Whole fcite a deep endoling foire fecur'd,
. .' .

Upon a narrow bridge his ftation chofe"

To guard him rafely from furrounding foes. .po
Behold where from the portal near him d~tew,

With· many a {hout and threat, the warrior crew.

Yet Gryphop' ftill, unmov'd, his place maintain'd"

As if his (tarlefs foul their force difdain'd :

Onward he fprung: he grafp;d his glittering b~ade~

And m~ny'a gafping warrior breathlefs laid; 4 I ~

Then, to the bridge again retreating, lay

Safe from attack, and held his foes at bay.

Agaip he iffu'd, and again withdrew, }"

And dy'd' each time the groUnd to crimfon hue, +'0
WhIle horfe and foot by turns to earth he threw.

A a 2 Still

\' ,
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Still. more and more the troops uniting fwarm, .

The deepening battle wears a direr fonn,

""'hen Gryphon pauling views with, anxious eyes

.The hoftile files that all around him rife; ....25

Faft from h,is wound.d thigh and 1houlder trail'd

The purple ftreams j his breath and vigour fail'd: .

But Virtue, watchful o'er her fons, inc1in'd

'To peace and pardon Norandino's mind;

'While from the walls he led his martial tr,ain, +30

He view'd around the ghaftly heaps of £lain j

T'he gaping wounds, that feem'd by HeCtor given"

With cruel fted through temper'd armour driven.,

And faw how far his late decree had wrong'd

A knight to whom all worth and praife be1ong'd. 43$

When near him now the gallant youth pe view'd

(W~ofe fingle arm fuch numbers had fubdu'd..

That dy'd the watery foire tq fearful red,
. . .

Entrench'd behind a ghaftly pile of dead)

Like ftern Horatius, that on Tyber's tide 440

With nervous ftrength the Tufcan power defy'd,

Heart-ftruckwith grief and 1hame, he bade fUJ:ceafe

The cruel ftrife, and to confirm the peace

from further fight recall'd each willing band..

And ftretch'd, in fign of peace, his naked hand. 445

Then
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Then thus to Gryphon-How 1hall I proclaim

My fenre of forrow and repenting fhame?

Another's crime, with deep-concerted guile,

Has led ~y erring judgment in the toil:

What to the worft I deem'd was juftly due, 450.
By me has wrong'd the beft of knights in you.

If late repentance can amends difpenfe,

To heal the folly of my paft offence,

Behold me ready to repair the fhame

Tha~ lately fullied your illuftrious name: 45S

A£k what thou wilt to crown thy high defert, J
(iold, cities, lands-my kingdom's 'better part,

With thefe the tribute of a faithful heart.

All, all is thine-but ftretch thy hand to prove

The lafting pledge of amity and love.. 460

He faid, and ceafing, from his fteed defcends,

And to the knight his better hand extends.

Gryphon, who fees the king with eager pace

Advance to meet him in afriend·s embrace,

At once his anger and his fword refigns.l 46S .
And low at Norandino's feet inclines

To clafp his knees: the king beholds him bl~d

With late-got wounds, and fummons at his need

A 1kilful leech, then bids with gentleft care

Th' wounded warrior to his palace bear. 47Q

A a J But
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But him we leave, of Aquilant [0 fpeak,

J\.nd bold Aftolpho, left behind to feek

Unhappy Gryphon, whom the powerful call

Of love had drawn from Salem's hallow'd w.u.

For many a day they fought, but fought in vain, 47S
Nor find their comrade loft~nor tidings gain.

,At length th~ pilg~im, who to Gryphon canu:,

They met, and ~earnt that Gryphon's faithlcfs dame,

Won by another's love, had left in hafte

Th~ 'Syrian confines, and to Antioch pafs'd.

This w1l.en he heard, the fable warrior knew

That love had led his brother tQ purfue

His fearch from Judah's land, to witt the charms

Of Origilla from a rival's arms•.

But Aquilant, who, with fraternal love,

Could ill fupport that he alone fhould prove

Adventurous deeds, refgives with him to b~ar

His focial arms, and every danger fhare ;

.~ut full: p.e prays Aftolpho to delay .
(Till back from Antio~h he refum'd his way') 49Q

fIis purpos'd journey to the Gallic {hand,

Or pleafing voyage to his native l~nd.

To Zaffa then he haftes a bark to take i

13y fea he deems his better fp~ed to make.•

Ver·471 • But hi", w/,tf';'J-] lk~ to biQl in dUJ
boo~ vcr. 6oa.
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He mounts'thedec'k j -a fouth--eaR; wind prevails, 4?S
Curls the green wave; and fills the fuvour'd fails. '

So fwift their courfe," before theprofperous breeze, '

-Next day he Surro and SafFet:o fees; .

Thrn Zibelletto ,and Barutti leaves, '

And diftant Cyprus on the left perc'eives';

From Tripoli to reach Tortora {peeds,

To Lizzo and Laiazm'~ gulph proceeds.

Thence, veering to the eaft, the pilot guid¢s

The rapid ve1I'el through the daihing tides.

He comes where to the fea Orontes drives1

And fl:tfe1y at the river's mouth arrives.

Here Aquilant, impatient, gives command

To caft the bridge, and iffues on the-land.

Arm'd, on his freed, his eager courfe'he freers

Along the {hearn, till Alfltioch's town appears. 5IO

Nor Origilla nor Martano,-there .' .. t'
The wilrrior finds, bqt.hears.the faithlefs pair

To ri-ch Damafcuswent, the regal joufts to lhare. '

Full fure he deem.'d that Gryphon would purfue '

His perjur'd dame, and hence- in hafte witp,drew 5I 5

. .'
, Ver; 508. 'ro c'!fl the hridge,-.,j The poet by this means, a
broad plank laid £rom the fides of the veffel tQ the thore fOf the
porCes to land. . ..-

• From

.'L~
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from Antioch's walls, refolv'd without delay

To pars by land, nor rHk the watery way; .

When GOD) to prove he oft allots below

Good to the virtuous, to the wicked, woe i - •

.So guides his feareh, that on a certain day 5'2.<)

He met the vile Martano on the way;

Who bore before him, in proud triumph {hown,

The prize of tilting by another won.

When Aquilant Martano firft furvey'd

In arms and veft of fnow-white hue array'd, 525
He deem'd his brother near, and eager flew

To clafp his neck; but when" advanc'd he knew

His fond miftake, he ch~ng'd his firft addrefs~

And as he joy'd before, ROW fears no lers.

He fears fome fraud, by Origilla wrought, 530

Had to his end unhappy Gryphon brougijt.

Tell me (he cry'd) thou, whom thy looks proclaim

A thief and traitor, whence that armour came i

Whence is that garb, and why doft thou beftride,

The generous fteed that Gryphon wont to guide rS3S

S~y-lives my brother yet, or breathlefs lies?'

How haft thou made his horfe and arms thy priz~ ~

Struck with his angry threats and dreadful J~~ht,

ra1e 9rigilla turns her freed, for flight;

I

I

~
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But fudden Aquilant has feiz'd 'the reins, 540

And in her own defpitethe dame retains.

, Confus'd and mute, as 1eaves to zephyrs fhake~

Martano feerns in every limb to quake.

Still Aquilant in thundering accent raves,

While at his head the naked [word he waves, 54$'
And vows, unlefs his lips the truth difplay,

The dame and he their forfeit lives fhan pay.

Martano, pondering long how heft to hide

His c:rirne, with fpecious art at length reply'd.

Lo! there my fifter, mighty Sir, who came 550
'f

From virtuous parents, of ,,!nfully'd name i

Till Gryphon long, regardlefs of her race,

Detain'd her in a life of foul difgrace :

Much have I forr~w'd for her haplefs fake.

~ut finee tGO weak from fuch a knight to take 55S

The helplefs penitent, we fought t' obtain

:By art what force could never hope to gain.

~he, while he llept, from Gryphon's power with-

drew;

And left he: waking 1houldJ>ur flight pur[ue,

We thence convey'd his vefture, arms, and fteed, 560

And now in rafety on our way proceed.

So hop'd th' impoftor with a fifter·s name

To veil the lawlers partner of his 1hame i

But
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But Aquilant, who heard h~r ftory'fpread

• Through AntioCh', town, and knew the life 1he kd,.

Enflam'd anew to wrath, i.ndignant fpoke : 566

Falfe nave! thou ly'ft-then aim'd a pond'rou& lhoke

With lifted arm and mailed gauntlet bent,

And down his throat two bleeding teeth he fent:

Then with ftrong cords he pinion'd clofe behind '570

His caitiff-arms, and with like bonds confin'd

His foul affociate, while fue £\:rove t' affuage

.With fruitlefs plea the warrior's gener~us rage,

Who ba~e the fquires and all th' attending train.

With gifts enrich'd, Damafcus' walls regain. S7S

Thus journeying on, through many a town he

brought

The fhamelefs pair; then in Damafcus fought

His brothel: loft, whofe juftice might difpenfe­

The punifhment ~or {uch unheard offence.

Arriv'd, he found that Gryphon's glorious fame 580

Was far diffus'd on rapid wingspf fame:

~lready old and y?ung the tale could tell~

That this was he' who ran- at tilt fa well j

And he, from wh~~ his partner's impious wiles

Had won the me.ed of arms and knightly toils. 58$

The po~ulace,.'enrag'dJMartano view,-

And point ~im 0'tt" ~nd. with loud threat$ purf1,1e•. ,
z B~hold-

- I
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Behold (tAey cry) the wretch, 'Who ~eek.s to- raiic' .

On other's actions his diffe.mb1ed· praife ;

Who fullies, with his own opprQl>ri~s O'uLm£, 59Q'
The man who gu,ards nQt well his better fame.

Yon wO[11an fee, with every vke endu'o,

Who lioids the w~~ed) ~nd betrays the g~d. ". .
Some thus" exclaim--How well the pair "agree!

Not he more treacherous than deceitful1he! 595

With railing thef~, with curfesthofe purfllle

Their hateful way; while, eager for.a view,

ThrQugh ~reets and fquares th' ~mpatient vulgar

throng, .

Prefs on each other's fteps, and- pour along.

With joy the king thefe tid;ngs entertain'd, 600

With greater joy than for a kingdom gain'd_

,And with his few attendants eager prefs'd

To meet brave Aquilant, his wel<;ome gueft,

,And pay fuch honours as to him belong'd

Whore valoqr, had avcmg'd his Gryphon wrong'd.
. "

Now Norandino, with the knight's confent, 6o~" I

Within a gloomy cell his captives pent:

lSut Aquilant he led, where (fince the day

He bled in combat) wounded Gryphon lay j

Who,when he view'd his brother, glow'd with 1h~me,

As confcious that he knew his fully'd fame, 611

With
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With all that chanc'd : .when Aquilant awhile

His love had rally'd with a friendly fmile,

They held debate what penance t~ impofe

On tkem from whom fuch foul deceit arofe. 6IS

Severe the king and Aquilant decreed

Their pains j but Gryphon wifh'd for her to plead;

Yet, !inee he blufh'd to urge her caufe alone,

He begg'd his pleacijng might for both atone.

Atlength ·twas doom'd (to end thefriendlyftrife) 620

To feourge Martano, but to fpare his life~

Next day they gave him to the hangman's hands2

Who bound his limbs, but oo.t in flowery ban.ds,

I Then on the culprit many a lafh beftow'~2

From fireet to ftreet, amidft the gaping crowd. 625
But Origilla ftill they kept to mourn

In bonds till {air Lucina lhould return,

Whofe fage decree (for fo thefe lords ordain)

Her doom mull: lighten, or enforce her pain.

Here Aquilant remain'd, till Gryphon, heal"d 630

Of every wound, his arms again could wield.

Ver. 623- -- nDt in flowery IJandr,] This may polJibly
allude to the verfes of Petrarch, where, fpeaking of Julius CzfarJ
he fays, th~t Cleopatra bound him with Howery wreaths.

FORNAU.

Flom
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From errors paft the king, more prudent grown»

Believes he never can enough atone

For fuch mifdeed, by which he brought to fhamc:

A knight whore worth might every tribute claim..

Each day; each hour, he bent his care to chace 636

From Gryphon's mind the thoughts of late difgrace.

And foon he purpos'd in the public view,.

With every honour to his merits due»

To give him to redeem his ravi1h'd fpoils, 640

Where once he fuffer'd by his comrade's wiles.

Now through the realms t;he regal mandatepafs'd,

To form a jouft more fplendid than the laft i

Within a month he bade the lifts prepare

In all the pomp that fits a monarch's care. 6.H
Soon ready Fame her rapid wings eX,pands,

And fpreads the tidings through the Syrian lands i

Phrenicia, Paleftine, the rumour hear,

Which reach'd at length to good Aftolpho's ear j

Who, with the noble regent·, now inclin'd 650

To fee the lifts by Syria's prince defign"d.

Great was the praife of Sanfonetto's name,

Great was his ftrength in arms and knightly fame J

Whom, made a Chrift~an by Orlanc:lo's hand,

Charles gave in charge to rule the Holy Land. 65$

!' SANSONiTTO.

Thefe



Ttiek' .,alia:nt fom' ef chi"airy, t& mett '

The knights at NOrandino's, regal (eat,·

Frt>m to-wR to tOWA purfu>d their eafy way,
T8~ relKh the tilting on th' appOinted day

With· vigour unimpaird, and th:mc'd to' light 660

(Wliererwopal:hsjoin'd) onoIrewhofeem'daknight;

But one, whore outward veil:- and lOoks conceal'd
. '

A virgin glorieus in the 'martial field'.

Marphifa "a'S her name, of generousfhain,
, ,

Who oft was known the- combat to maintain -66S
With Brava~s-· mighty lord, ·amI oft had c1os·a

With Mount A.l~ano·s t,. fwor~ to f~ord oppos·d.

By day, by night, in fhinlng arms array'd,'

Through wood's and dales, o'er hitls. and- plains 1lJ.e

{haid,

To' encounter \\i'and'etmg'knigilcs, and 116b1ttaife 670

Victorious trophies or irrittlO'l'taJ pr'aife.

• OR'LANl'ro.· . . t ~INALDO•

• Ver.664. lC1arphija'-] "The chanCier is c~ntinued from

~e Orlando- Innamolato; where Ole make! a principal figure.

Boyardo tells us that GalapbrElR, the father of-AngeIica, brought

with him a numerous force to raife the fiege ofAlbracea, among

w\1ich was- Mm-phira, a female warrior of dauntlefs courage, and

who had'made a vOW never to: difarm· herfelf till fhe had taken

three ~gs ~onerlJ in batde;· Grad&«"o, , Agrican, and .Char..
lemain. See ORL. INNAM. B. i. c. xvi.

As
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At

-' ~

As SanConetto and Aftolpho came

In plate and mall before the fearlefs 'dame;- -

She deem'd them warriors well in battle known,:

-For both were IlJrge oOimb and'fu-ong ofbone. 67S
neb, eager' intl!l.e·field their fbrte to try,

She wheel'd her freed the ihangers to defy,

But to F1~r mind recall'd, as near fhe drew;

The P~ladin, -whom in Cathay {he kneW', -

Where oft- {he mark'd, in council and in fight, 680­

'l'he gal1~nlt bearing of the Englifu knight. -

This Ceen, the gauntlet from her hand {he rook,

CaU'd him by name, and with a gracious look

Her beaver rais'd, nor, though- the firft in pride,

To meet the duke with fair falute deny'd ; 685

While the brave Paladin as gladly paid

His cordial greeting to the wondrous maid.

Now each began t' enquire the other's way;

Aftolpho firil: reply'd-his journey by

To reach Damafcus, where the Syrian king 690

Sought .in his lifts from various climes to bring

The braveR: knights--Permit- (Marphifa...cry'd)

My arms with yours the glory- to divide.

She faid, and gladly to- her 'willi they'yield, . -

O'erjoy'd at (uch a partner in the fiekl. - 695

Ver. 679' -whqm in Cathtry Jbt knew,] Alluding to Bdy-
a(dQ's aCtion, .
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At length, the day before the feftive rit~1

They fee Damafcus rifing to their fight,

And here, without the walls, awhilo they ftayl

Till fair Aurora with her early ray

Shall gild the morn j but when with ruddy,blaze 700
The fun began to fhed his orient rays,

The dame and knights their limbs in armour ca&'dJl

And to the lifts an envoy femt in haile,

To give the fignal when the joufta began,

When fpear with fpear, and man engag'd with man.
Now to the place king Norandino came, 705-

The place he deftin'd for the dangerous game ;

While the brave virgin ., and the knightly pair t;
Prersthrough the city to the crowded fquare,.

Whe're, waiting for the fign, on either hand 710

The knights of noble ihain impadent ftand.

The prizes doom'd that day for thofc who won~

A glittering poll-ax, and a [word that 1hone

With coftly gems; with thefe the king beftow'd

A fteed, whofe make and ftately trappings fhow'd 715

A royal gifc.-The king, who furely held

That he, who firft had all opponents queU'd,

Would win the fecond joufts, and bear away

.The meed and praife of each victorious day,

• MARPHISA.

6
t SANSONETTO, an& ASTOLPRO.

To
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To give.him aU that:honour coul~ demand, . 79.0

Thofe arms, which late by fraud 'MarianO gam'c!j ":
Aloft he hung j -the fword of temper try'd .

To thefe he join)d;: and at the .coUrfer's .fide

'the poll-ax plac'd,all deftin!d.torequite

Brave Gryphon, from his' garb furnam'd. the white. \.

But fue, who lately to 'the lift of fame 726

With Sanfonetto and Aftolpho came,

Soon chang'd the fcene-for when before her view.

Thefe arms appear'd, lull wen the arms·file knew,

Which, once her own, the virgin treafiJr'd high, \7~o
Their value fuch, no vulgar price could buy•.

Thefe once impatient from her limbs {he thew

And caft afide, impetuous to purfuc

Brunello, vers'd in every art of theft,

Who fromher fide the trufty fword.had reft. 73S
Ngr need I longer on this ftory dwell,'

Suffice how here fhe found her arms to tell. '

yer. 732. Ynefe Dnce impotientfrDm her /imhsjhedrew
,And c'!ft ojzde,-] This ftory js told byBO~ Who

fays that {he purfuedBrune110 fifOeen daj'S ; tba~ on the' flXth day,
, her horfe falling dead throughw~ ihe~~ the pta:­

fpit on foo~, till Brunellogett;ing to the fea-fide made his efcape
in a vetrel, and arrived Cafe at Bi£em with thefpoils he had ritade.

_Oat. I~NAM. B. ii. c.xvi.,

VOL. n. B b _ Now
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~ wqbDdle1l1&ld. I>y nn:elD -tObas known,

AiJia:i~ tJacm 1tith joy! ,C<?G&fatd Jwo~
So dearly p!iakl-No !Mm 1ft 40ultt fbt:fby'll, ',...

But, fwill aQuncio!, oa Ultcuiri/s laid

. That hano,~h ne'"cr ... liIo{l't ill fjchl to fail,
ADd be~ I1C feia!G, aDd ~haie file fi;rcl1f'~ the mail

With headlong haftc. The 'kil1g mccaa'a ~ld,
And with a IOGk hia sady 'ttaip ~li·4 145

T' ••eJlge d\Cs deed: at once tAl train Q~d ;

T~!pear thay refted aad unfhoath'q the lUa~

~~c:Urii o£1Wiat they, fOund fo late rcquu.

Their ~lt 'oiCr'd tel a wamiering knight.

Not JftG)Iic, 1ihett Sj>riilg unlocks Ais genial ftora,

The playful child delights in pudy gowen i 7$1
Not more dte bloomingm~ with veftments 811.

h~ the tirift'dahce. or mUfic's fpritely lay;

Than the, whore valour every thought eJ:eeeds,

Joy~n tie .clang of amis and neigh orftccd!l i 755

The rattling quiver, and the craIhing fpear,
, .

.Where (h:~3;m.i~~ b~ood ~nd &h~Y death app~.

Per 'co. fpun'd IgAiaft~ thoughtkfs.·~J

, :H~r lanC'ein' relt, with headlong (peed the flew j

~~tW9"~~~~, fom~t~~o' t~ b{eaft1hethruft,
Some witlt a {hoek 1Mt ttlmbled on the duft. 761

:a ,neg
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~Ifen widl.dlitwn'fWdlii.'~hlrb~.adatifs'd,

Site tOpP!d. <bem,br~roke tht 'tmt1le-eteftl;

tt~ piatc'd ~11e rfiae ;a~ llete the :ikun lfhe clffi,
The IJight vtn ;now, ,{he -~rOI>'t IhKl 'now'the left. 7'6S
)Brave'SaJ'iR)netto and, Wfu>lpho ibo1d,

~ Who With tMarphifa'C2ttle the nfts't6 hOld,

'Not 'mtt 'in feri'Ous "cotribat, when th'ey (..w
The Syriianrroop'sin rank of1l;atde'8rllw,

At-enae tlulidtnces-coucl1'd,-'then-'Vizorsc1os'tl, 710
.And·pierc'd th' ignoble !hetd, 'Where':fe~ oppb's'a'

Their dreadfttl courft: meantime ,the knightS -#He
came

From'.ariam reulrt\!, tht: citndidat~ for fame, :-'
-Their fpol4tive 1wa:fpon'S turn'd to A.:aughtel'vieW-d,

'Arid prom!~fd ~itt>~'e~per feenes ofBlaod ;' 'Iii's
Yet knew nOt why th'e Syrian' ptoplefu\1ght' :.d

Their rom revenge, '6f what~nce had wrOught'
The king's refenttbtftt; 'hence, 'on ~ither 'haticP,. i ~.

In deep amaze a1\d fptechlefsdonOt they lftand'J' .r
50tne forward mththe people's caufe to join, '7~

But (oon repent j' -and fome, whore mind1 inclitle
, ,

On neither part, 1'O thefe as thare 'unknown,

P.repu-c,without delay. to quit the town :
'While .iter ·~ftil1 hold the coorfer's r~in,

And, 1ilent, 'anxious {ar th' event remain. 78S
B b 2 But
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But AquilaDt and. Gryphon flew where:fwan$"

Of. pc:oplepo\lt'd;.to (:l~m their fov~ign'~ arms

So p.roud1y fejz:d. ·.W.hen now "the 'brethren view'd

.The kipg, ~AAfe'fiery eyes, fuffus'd with blood.

Befpoke his wrath; when now at full ~ey knew 790

The Cat.lr~ frQtll w~ch ruch dread co~ention grew;

And Gryphon deem'd fuch inrul~: ~ome muft lhame

, Not lefs hi:; own· than Noraoq.in9's name;

. ~ach bids hi:; fpear be brought with eager fpeed,

And flies tp vengeance Qn his thundering ~eec;l. 795

.~ On ~' ot~r p~rt AftolphQ [wift impdl'-d

His Rabicano, while in hand he held

The llUlce o( gold, that with enchanted force

.J?ifmounts each warrior in ~h(: :1ifted courfe.

Wit~ this on earth CWo nobl.ej4nights he l~a.v~s·; 800

Firft GryphQn fall~1~ ~heIl ..t\quUallt receivea

'tJu:WC:~p0n's point, that gl~ncing on his ~i~ld)

Th~ t«=nerous yauth extended on the field.

Bold. San[onettq frPll1 their fel\t~ remov'q

.The.brav~ft .~nigh~, in many ~ copfliCl: ptov'd: 80S

.Swift from t4~ barriers thron.g'.~ th' a{fri{Ihted cfQwd:

The kiqg, inflarp'd with, anger,. ftopn)'d aloud.

Ver. 798. Y'h, lon~t of gold,-] This lance, formerly tile
prOFIt)' ofN~a, aft~r Wi death came to Aftolp~o.

~ Gem:ral Vic;w of BorARDo.'S Story.

Meanwhile
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·Mdamvhile i\1a.rphifa~, wh9" hiddriMM.,my : ~;;:y

Whllte"er oppos'd'her (viCtor: ofth8JcJa,~ :... ::>''', :­

The late contcfted· anns in triumpli·to~,· ,/.., it.,

And with he~'pri~ .the.'Ia.tal 'lifts:-JQrfoQk; ': " I'

Nor Sailfonettohor'AftQlpho ftay'd, . .'~ 'j ~.

But to the gates putfued the martial maid J. ., ;:, •.

While'Aquilant and Gryphon mourn'd the chance;

Tha~ ba~lt o'.erthrew with :one refiQ:lefs lance. .8:1S'

• O'erwhelm'd with flume, they c;urf~ cl.1~·ftrjlni~r'J.

hand~ , ,
Nor:.dare in Nprantiino·s.pre{ence £land. . :' .. ,

They f~iz~ th~ir courferS'" ~d' th~r (e-'lS r.e~i~ ,

To c~~~e. .the (oe-with numqers in his .train ; T

-:J;he king, pur(ues -All' equal,fuu- .breat~e, 820

Refolv~don vengea~ceor refolv'd.:pq. .deat,h. '-' .•

The vulgar throngs app~udipg'~~Qu.r~.(end~

But: gaze a; difl:ance and th' event;~tF5~d~. ';. '.

N ow Gryphon call?-e to wher~~~ th~~ ~d:Sa4n'~,

The bridge~ and undifmay'd t~ep~!t;~~il1;t~i~'d:·~:.~5

Arriv'd, he foon Aftolpho knew, ,w.h~wo~e . j:'

The farpe device and vells he· view'd.~forc.. ., .. ~ ~.. , ~

Thefame h.is armour, and thefame:~is' fteed,

As on ~e day he made Orilo blee~. ,! : . •

When Gryphon late .en-gag'4th~ ~ngli1h knight,

·The well-known mark_ at firft cfcap'-Q his fight, ~31

B b 3 lu,
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But ~..,jltr..luadn sre--~llIllDOlIl'wilDlIands

_CQnjoin'd, "~o£"iSlcomrades· wea1(~mds,

.... why ~efs.o£thCl reftftnce·duCl'

To Syria's kiA8.tHoR~~reP' 19f

To Gryphon thMJ gool.lOtho"';s fOIl,·tnwea1'ct>

His Q)m~'name&, and: ftOUgflt-:bc.fidA ~..ceaI~

Of.:~t hlMl chaft<:!d, theugh.-little. eoultl;h~·te1l:

¥bW from there-arms fOOh fudden·dlfOOrd!relt,·

.\lr_~·Kind~lfriKld Sanfbnette b,~gkr. ~

Marphifa there, in her defence they fougfit~-
- .

While friendly· thus- they'commun~; fte~

GooalJ\quiJant~ and-fOOn' Aftolplio Jc!new-:-.
His wrath Nbfidts.. and I numbers now-ap~'

Bat dare- not'yet· approach-th-e wzxtidrs ·nt*,,: *45
They view'each- gdture'well, antl'ftand intent -­

To nfark·tfieir :words and What theii" parley. meant:

When onCj who-found'tliat this was {he fo fam"d

Iii glOriom fields of fight; Marphifa nam'clj

iiis courltr tum'd; and Norandino warn'd &so

(Unlefs he wil!1'd t8 -fee his honours fcom'd)'

Ere all ~erc tl'ain, to'-{ave his remnant -bands

From dire Tift~lio~' and Deatlts remorfelefS: Itands-f
For file, who thus had feiztd -me1:oft'lY"arms-;

Wa. fie~ Marpbila, bred ~midftlth~ alarms aSS
. . • e. AeToLPHe.

•...J •.

D

Of

..~
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Of honid .at. WhtJ\ Notandino heliti: " .

That drUdM flallltj through atl the eaft'(o feafd,

tJtilers his care prevent, full well he knew

The mifchief, now prtdiaedi muff ~nfue:

For this he bids hia troops (r(m~, combali c~. i6Q..

Whofe fury len-ens as- their fears i~afe. ,

Meanwhile the fortS oC011vero th¢'re~, ,

With Sanfonetto and wi~~ Otho's h~ir,

By mild entreaty in,Malrpl1ffil" bNaft,

Affuag'd the flame ::fttttfaY"a, at theii requ'elt 165
, ' , , I

Hel' deathful ha~ J :theri lfith ahaughty look

Approaching NoraQdino,. thus'fhe f~·
, I know not Why }'<jUt .i~er AumnJ. r~~ ,

There arms, 0 king r. which are n,ot Y~~fS t~ si-ve.
There once wa,~ mille,' and, 'l1aidft flit pilWid'''y

That from Armeni~ Ie.ltls, dne, fateful day' :' J71
I left behind~ with better (peed t.o chace,'

A wretch ftom whom I fufiCr'd foul,difgri-a"1:
Behold this token on the m-ail itI1pre~"dJ

The' ttttain ~ot>for what lliylips'atteft. , *' 5,

.Then

Ver. 874~ Beh'oltl this to'ken on'the moil imfrtji:iJ,'lB<>p;rde re­
lates that Marphifa bore for die device on her, fhleld."; oroWD
cleft in ~ee parts,' and for bet ~eft a draP'.~JI..C$.

- '.". ,,'

ltb • Ncl

"

"

~i
I
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Then on the cuir.,fs,whi.cb. fhe c1aim'd her OWD,

Clef~ in tJu'ee parts the fhew:d a regal crpwn.

Four
- Ne1 kudo azurro avea per deyifa .
U~ corona in tre parti fpezzata :

,. La cotta d' arme a quella guifa
E 1a copc:rta tutto 1avorato)
E per cimie, ne1 pill, fublimc lQCo,
Un drago Verde che getttva Coco,
Ed era il Coco acconcia eli maniera,
Che dal~~ arde del vento,

E quandO in~ aDa ~lia eJl'era,
, Un Jampeggiar Caeea pien di fpavento.

BERNI ORL. INN. B. I. C. x.

Ske, for device, upon her azure fhie1d,
Cldt in three parts a rqal crown ~'d ;
'rhe like imJK'efs her mailed cuira1S bore,

.- And all her (urcoat rich embroider'd o'er:
•. High 00 her helm, in figur'd terror grac'd,

A verdaot Vagon fiely (parkln caR:;
The towering creft, by wondrous art defign'd,
With motion glow'd and kindled in the wind»
A.Qd while amic1fi: the mingled fight file turn'd,
With dreaded blaze the fire increafing burn'd!

TafiO paints the crell of the Soldan of Egypt in the f.une
znanner. I

.. , A dragon on his creft the Soldan wore,
That, ftretehjng, bends his arching neck before»
High on his feet he ftands, with {preading wings,
And wreaths his forky tail in {piry rings ;
Three brandiih'd tongues' the fculptur'd monfter ihows,

_He fccms to kindle as the combat &lows i
His



Four <lays are pail, fincefroin tn; Anneaiim lu4
(The king reply'd) ~ mefQhantto m'Y hand' ~',' :_
This armoUr brought> and wouldft tho,u this'q~~,

Think not tby tongue 1hallafk the gift in vain,.' 8SI.

Nor thjnk~ wha~fer thy claim, the prize .ordain'd
For Gryph~~s \,ir~u~s, t.~ms by him dctain:'d,. - ~

. But freely would ~js noble.mind refign'

The via:or'~mee:dto make !:by friendfhip1lline. '885'

N Q figns I alk to prove this armour yQurs,

Your word,_ ~our vlUour,' my belief fecures.

His gaping jaW5 appear to hifi; with ire,
And vomit mingled fmoke and ruddy fire.

, ]E..RUSAL. DEL. B. ix. ver. 193.

Both thefe defcriptions originate in the following fine piChu:e
of Virgil. '

Tumus
Vertitur, arma tenens, et toto vertice fupra ei ;
Cui triplici crinita juba. galea alta Chirnzram
Suftinet, JEtrueos eftIantem faucibus ignes;
Tam magis ilIa fremens; et triftibus ,drera lIammis"
(tuam magis effufo crudefcunt fanguine pugnz.

~N.lib. Vll.VU. 783.
----- Turnus rode:

A,triple pile of plwnes his creft adom'd,
,?n which with belching flames Chimzra bum'd.,
The more the kindled combat rifes higher,
The more with fury -bums th~ b1azilli fire.

DRYDEN, ver. 1011.

Now

\,
I
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_ • • '1by ·OWJll.-~- Ml c~nten~on· ~e,

And Gryphon &ran fmma me I tidier 'gift: rtteift~ .

.GrWIIam\ whcJ Jiitla had ah~ arms' dd'·d,. ~!Jo

But fll)}:in' .. to ptdfel~ km'g- afPit'~
TblJa1iMde rtply-FolJI m~ it fhalr fuffieej ,

That aught you wilh rAy ~d eon~tlt:·~eS'.

Marphifa, who beh6ld'tlte part- they; took

'10 fave her' horiour, witR t>enignant look 8~S

To Gryphon'oegg'Cf the1e arms' her gift to" make,

Which Gryphon' at her liand' vouchfllfdto take•

.Now to the city ~ again purfued

Their cheerful way, in peace and love rene\t'd:;·

Where at the feftive tift, in' fplendqr. run, . , ,9QO'

'!he prize and glory Sanfonetto won.

Aftolpho and the lmrtbn:n'fam1~m-wzr,

But chief Marphifa, brave.beyond comp~e.

With friendly purpofe from the lift aoftain.,

That SailfOlnetto aB· the praife might gain. 905

.With Norandino rhus the kniglits employ

'the' happy days. in fports- and focial joy,

Till now the ftate.of France, by foes op!Wfs'd,­

Awakes -new thoughtS' in every knightly oreaff:

Their leave tIiey.take: with thefe, boy gloq:.fir'd,'9 to
Mu,hifa went, fur ~oog her foul afpir'd "

To
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To meete" psladinsda:fidJsrof fiutre...

~ prove ir.",'dje(en·a iJ·.p.:il:nane.... ··

AilCltfiel' 9anA>JI". aIRS',. 'Wb.~,~

For his,t1liglJt·lIteftl "JeI'Ufaletin cmty: ... g'to! •
Then in.(jMl·ftit:Wlt1}"baltdr.~tMr jbi:n~~~,' '.

There five, whofs' equals fCarce' tile world ealI' fiftd,

Di(mig.~d;ls}'-·Notandino reek the land'

Of Tnpeli,wtiere mi- me neoigfi8<nrring fttattdl

The billoft I;reltk, tndlw)iere-a iark tHey'ffnd' ~11

With wetdffiy' (reight for wefl:trn cHines dMign'd~

An aged;pilot- tHere- (the' terms' agret~)'
. ,I , !

"eceives- aboard.- ea'clt wmior 'andl his;,fteed~ . . . ,

With c1budlefs t:team ferend}dhone the dq;'
,. ..

The flatttri'ng promite of a-pto{penms w:ry; _9'.1S

The 1hare'fOrfakiitg; with a favuuHng- glt}e'-

They plough die'deep-with widecxtcndedfiif:

The ifle-, dCvot'ed;to:t!ie'queen ofloYe',

RecciVft-diem ·fiift; within- "Wliofe- port' they 'prove'
Malignant'fteams .of peftHential breath, . 930

That foften fteel'and,taiot,thc'air witfrd~aM'j

Sendrom a futgnant pool-...and.:thus-unltind'

1O.Pamagoib, N'ature bas- aftign'ct

. Ver: 930. Malig1lll7'lt jJeams-J, The. lake ofC~ is
wnear Yamagofta, that it was {aid'to render the air peftiIenti'aJ:
but the fw1her dFc& atenbuted to it by the po8t:aJt probably
~ted.

. ,
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Her p~ace fo. near Conlbu1z.'s naxiOlt. foil. ' ' .

Yet ble,ft in other.~ the CJP'iQ:it1e.· ..", ~m

The poi~onous fume.&Jorbid:t8c 1bip-t&.ftay:•.
Ar~und the coati they·wing theil" J:aPid 'way,

And fteering to the right; at P~pbos'moor :.

The failors i1fue on the flowery ihore,

For traffick fQme, and fOn,le the l.nd to view, 940

When: ~ve refides, ~th pleafurea ever new.

Six miles afcend:ing g~nt1y (rpm t~ .flood,

St~ds en a beauteous.-hill ~ v~4~t w~~,

Where cedars, myrtles,. bays~ .and ora~e grow,7

With various plants that grat;ef,ul fq:,ntbeftow. ,94j

Wild .thyme, the lily, croc.u~, aJ.1~. therofe .

Pcrfum~ the air,wkile every ~d .that blows· ,,-':

Frelli fro~ the land,. far ,o'.cr the furgy main '. '...

Waf~s the fweet gale to greet the fa~lor-train•. '.

Clear from a ~pri~g a mqrmuri~g riv'let pours' 950

Its: winding tribute to the. meads a~d flowers.

Well may th.i.s, fpot J?e. n~'d the .favourite. foil '.

Oflov~lyVen,us,. ~here :wjth,rofeate fmile,. ~.

Each dame, each v!rgin, {hines ~n. bloomy pride

Ofcharms u.nequall'd through..the.world befid·e;. 955
While the foft godd~~s youth and age in(pires, ,

And ev'n in life's laO: ftage 'maintains ner amorous

, ires..

10 ,
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. Hl:te-was tAc!tab: confirm'd;reveal'd but late· '.

Of faiT· Lut~ whom· in ~leful ftate .' . I

·The are detain'd j and fOOD tire news they Mard, 960

·'that, freed at length from bonds, the princefsber'a
J.ler happy journey from·Nicofia's feat, . . -

In Syria's realtn her long-loft lord to meet.

The pilot now his voyage to purfue, f' •

While o'er'thewave the favouring breezes blew, 9Gs
Turs".d to the,fea his prow, 'his ,anchor weigh'd, '.

Anq eVery ClIJ)vasto the' gale difplay'd. _ .' . ,

N ow diftal)~ f!Qm· :the· port the veffel ftood, ".

Andj>loug~'dwith.happy fpeed the briny flood»··.·

-.Long as. ~-'fun abQve .th' hQrizon,1hin'd; '.' 970
. . . ...

·Buy when black evening rofe, the changing wiDd~

Uowl'q ~o' the furowds, and from tae lowc;n'4~

~i1:h warring w~vca aJrail'd the reeling fhip.. .... . .-

·W;ide yawns the firmament from pole to pol~, .

~ick eafh ~J1e lightnings; loud· the thunders.~~; "

Thick clpuets:in"darknefs veil th' etherealligl)t, 976 .

NQr ;fun by-d,ly, nor ft~r ,appears. by night~ . .. ~

Vec.: 962:-7---Niioj'lIJ-] Nicofia was a city ~mOfl: in .tIle
middle of the i4~. pf Cyprus.

· Vcr. C)63.-her long-19ft lord tfJ 111111.1 Here concludes Ihe
ftory of Norandino and Lucina, who appear no more in' the
'ourfe of this work. . '.. .

: . - 'South,
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,
S08, 111ft, jlbIf..atJm:nt1IIinS .hiIhinIIs 'blow i

Heaven groatll·iIJbft,:Dei 0l1IIIII 1'081 tJe1DW'..Bu. r:IIan&s ~"c::ad ..:hail and-f
"1J.'WJletId1ed {..ora -mIT 'WOe!Nilm.

And horror tbnocl~IUpUR.the ·anpy M&i..n.
All ply chClir rOfenl.tdb, • 'pllCWe .......

£ach in his~ CD dz rat: eKes.

o.ac widl u whitii" _nel1:he~ta'fl*'dt-9'5
Supplu., 1I1e1 gUm dat .-dfullC_ge to tat. :

This at the ·lIldaw toil8; chat••ts tile filII. J

This ftram. .. '1oofem, aI flle!ftoml pl't¥at1s,

Th. 'CH8kin~'curaage J tk. fAe1de<tk l3of(Mds.li

ne rud4er ~thill, ;aR4f that ..he 'lMftlldfe.4&. .~

All 'lrip.: the ftorm~bW .rage mtplay!d.
Wkh~ckeT glOOM 'han heW'S·treMe~S -lb.4e..
Througn deepeft iers tn' dPtighted pilot ·teer".d~

Where thllO' the.....ftS ftO'danger~fuelves appeat"d..
Not -Jiiope1efs' yet IMlt ·with r.emrniAg dtry· . m
Relentlefs 'FOftlmlle migJtt her wrath .uky :

In vain his AOpeS-"f<Jr ~ugl\therrWrBth d1!ag'd..

By dq with· fieJ:cu~h the 1eIJJpCft·.r('I~ i.

If that were day, which notmUTlJlng fight..

'Butlapfeofhours, diftinguifb.'d from the night. t 000,
Now pale, de{pairing, to his fate retign'd.

,T~,.ilot leaves the vc1fcl'to the wind:
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Ji'C Jets her drive "~·_,lQ,."lfeJ.

And plo~ghl th' ·u.npjf$nc JM:\'IfiJh,~ie wk.
While F«tUlle tllek ~fHl1b.c:~pdtiV,r.'i\, I-QOS

- .
-Not more nu: Ius,rs -thou.: at .l~d to jlet,
Where ()D the pleins of FrlUWe.-"i~ tlf4ttBfuJ ~.eJ
'T~ ChrUtian lAd the Pagan 1»W4f$~~.,

Rinaldo t~=e1llkils. btC"i, -fbaUt=fJ fqmnl _
The foes, and hurls their itM~ Ii~ -tltr:goqnd I

And -.," Jae fpurs B.Yllrdo tht'Pvgh d~_ ig• .J 101 I

To prove the noble Datdindlo'fj migfl(,

~inaldo OD his tbield 'tbefigtl_ fUlVoy'd,

Which young AlmonteS' fon wi~h pride ,dif"'Y-d,

~nd d.eem'd him brave lI'hofeve.at\U'~$ -Mm~

bear 'JOIS

The fame dma the ear~ • was fam to WeM,•

.:t\'-nd found him !?rave, whenrouad. the- gIWllyplaiQ

He faw the heaps his mllqucring ftand hM194i,f).
Then to himfdf-This noxious weed 1it=lllIftds

(Ere yet it fittther fpreads) my pruning lJandel. 1020

Thus fpoke the knight. and where 11¢ WfN "a~ r.c,

'the ranks recede~ alld enry'(hlcf&\'Y'tt pl~Q:

_Chriftians and Pagms -to his-p~: yiCl~ ,

Su~h awe hii 1QQks~fud1 dr~ hi.t~fWQrd impe11'd.
• ORLANDO.

Ver. :tOOS~ '1f7;iI, 1lIrIfmI th~-] He ~\IMt,ddI Dar­

ptiv~_ in Book :JCix. Ter. !Oit .

------
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" ...

But haplefS' Dwinetto· fote' defies .. .'.

Albano·! chief;· tow-hom'Rinaldo cries.

Poor boy t in evil hour to riflt thy life,

That 1hield was left, .thy pledge of future ftrife :

I come to 'prove how well with me in fighr~

T~y hand defends th_t eniign red and white: 1°30

If here thou fail"ft, thy (orce can ill contend

Thole 'arms againft Orlando to defend.

. . 'Then .Dardinello' thus--Hear one who dares

Protea: thofe honours which in field he bears:

I tnlft thefe oololJrs, ~d and white, proclaim 1035

Lees pkdge of ftrife than pledge of future fame:

"tbiRk.!'Ot, ~ough young, to make me By the fidd,

.or e'er to t.~ee this glorious trophy yield.

My death alone'on tbee my arms beftows: .

lIut Heaven, th~ event far pther'may difpofe; 1040

And never, never 1hall my deeds difgrace

The-line~l.praife of my illuftrious,·race~ ,

, He (aid; and as he fpqke with brilDdHh'd fword

IRtrep:id rufi'l'd on 'MoUnt Albano's lotd :

A ckilling for each Pagan foe opprefs'd,. ' 10.405

And froze.the blood,in:every panting breaft;

·Ver.. I04-5. AeIJillingftor-] So Virgil, when Pallas attM:ks
Twnus, lENEID X•

. '. Frigidus Arcidlbli6 coil. in pllJecord~.~~s..~ :.; :
. The blood congQa!'d in each ~dia,n· heaJ:t;, . " , .

When
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When ftern Rinaldo, eager for-the fight""

Refiftlefs flew t' engage the blooming knight~
. "

A lion thus '(that in the pafture views,

A bull that ne'er the h~ifer yet purfues) 10SO

Springs on his prey-firft aim'd the'Pagan foe

Againfl: Mambrino's helm the'fruitlefs blow.

Now iearn (with [mile fevere Rinaldo' cry'd)

if this right hand can bt!ft the weapon guide.

At onc~ hefpui-r'd, and to:i:he fiery horfe IOS5
Gave up di~ rein~, when driv'n with matchlefs force

Through' his white breaft thefword a paffage found,

Till at his hack appear'd ·the grizzly wound.

The ftee! dr~wn forth, drew forth the vital breath,

, And cold and pak the rn;dy funk in death. 1060

Like fome fair' flowe~, whofe vivid luftre fades, :'

If chance the ploughman's fhare its ftalk invades j

Or heavy poppies~ charg'd ~ith dews or rain,

That hang their heads low drooping on the plain:

Ver. '1061. Like lome fair jlower,-] Thus Virgil, lEneid

ix. ver. 435.
Purpureus vduti cum flos fuccifus aratro,
Languefcit moriens; laffove papavera collo,
Demi.rere caput, pluvia cum forte gravantur.

As a gay flower, with blooming beauties crown'd,
Cut by the {hare, lies languid on the ground;

Or fome tall poppy that o'er-charg'd with rain, .

Bends the faint head, and fmks upon the plain.
''.. ' . PITT, 585.

VOL. II. C c So
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So from his face the lOfy colour fties. "JrCl6S

So Dcu:dinollo finks, an~ fil\kiDg d¢s :

He dies, and inftant w~Js ~eir chief is, a~d

The ftrength., the courage of cbe Illqit be leL

As where huge wocks of human. I£t reO:raia

The floodS that elfe wo.uld delugo all the. plain. IQ7·0

Whene'er the mounds are bud\, t:he Nfi\ing tide;

With rqaring nQife. efcapes on CYQ'Y fide;

1:he Powers of Mric thusJ who fcwa'q.to. yield

While Dardinello's name infp~r'Q t~ lid4,
Soon u they found. the leader brClat:1tlei ij,¢JJ J.G1"S.
Difpers'd ~nd broken o'er the plains t}ler £ly.
Who reeks to fiy, Rinaldo leaves in: dight;.

But thofe aEails who bravcly meet the figpt.

What !lumbers fell where Ariodantes fQught,·

Who next Rinaldo d~eds ofprowefs wrought 1 1080

There Lionel" and thofe Zerbino queU'di

AU feem'd to ftrive who moil: in arms excell"7d.

Charles, mindful of his fameJ the batq.e w~g'd: J
There Olivero, Turpin, Guido rag'd i

There Salamone fought, Ugero there engag'd.

That day, fo fatal to each Moorilh band, 1086

Had left not one to fee his native land i

Ver. Io84---GuititJ-] Two Guidos are mentioned by the
~, diftinct from one of that name called Guido Savage.

8'· But
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But fage Marlilius, with forefeeing care,

Preferv'd tn9 unhappy remnants o( the war;

And better deem'd there wretched bands to fa.ve~

TIt'an fuffel' all to fiIT a foreign grave. 109\
He fend's his ftand~l'd's to the camp, difpos:d

Againft a~aul[s" by fencing works iriclos·d:

Here StorCliLario cam"e', Gran'ada's king j

Andalufia's; t.utus' l;eadf;bi bring 1095
Their fu·ateririg powers: meantime MarIilius fends'

To Arrie's' rhoriardi j ina with fi>eed commends

To quit the field, and thank the favouring po'wei­

Which fa~d his life in that 'ddh~ying hour.

The king, who faw that nothing could reftore

The day, nor hop'd to tee Biferta more, 1)0'1

The fate he could not !hun refign'd to meet,

His ftandards turn'd and bade to found retreat.

Such was the panic of the routed hoft,

That flying numbers in the Seine were loft. IIaS

King Agramant and fage Sobrino try'd

The relt in order from the field to guide:

But here nor king, nor fage, nor chief prevail'd

With prayer or threat, ruch fear each breaft affail'd;

'Yhi1e fcarce a third the ftandards would purfue,

That i1r.att~nded from the fight withdrew. III I

. C C ~ For
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For one that heard his chief or.trumpet's call;

Lo! two were feen to fly, or two to fall.

Soon to their camp retir'd, in dire difmay,

'Jhe wretched Pagans in their trenches lay: II IS

When Charles, who meant not Fortune fhould be 10ft,

Purfu'd the flying foe with all his hoft,

But rifing night his glorious ardor ftay'd,

.(\nd wrapt the warr,ing world in friendly fhade;

~crchanceby Heaven more fwiftly fent, to give I 12.0

The creatures of his hand to breathe arid live.

The hoftile"-blood in purple torrents .flow'd,

And drench'd the foil with dreadful carnage ftrow'd,

Wh.ere fourfcore thoufand on the .fatal plain

Lay breathiefs by: t~e murderou~ weapon nain, I ~ 'lS
Whofe bodies thieves and wolves at midnight hour

Rufu'd from their ·haunts to pillage and devour.

No 'more imperial Charles to Paris turn'd,

But pitch'.d his tents without, where kindled burn'd

'the frequent fires j the foes befieg'd, with care I 130

Sink. deep the trenches and the works repair,

O'erwatch the whole,· bid every guard awake,

Nor all the live..long night their arms forfake.

The Saracens, whom chilling fearli opprefs,

Along their mournful lines in deep diftrefs II3S
1 I .

Lament



r •• __

B.xvnf ORLAN'DO FURIO S O. j89'

Lament and we<tp, while half conceal'd and low, .

The fighs break forth, and hufh'd the forrowS"'flow~
. "

Some for their fiaughter'd friends or kindred groan,

Some, others' fufferings; fome bewail 'their own;

And fome, more wretched, with foreboding m,ind

Revolve frill greater evils yet behind. II4 t .

. Two Moorifh youths there -were of humble race,

In PtQlomita was their native place;
Whofe

Ver. 11+2. Two Mo~rijh youths-] This beautiful.epi:
fode of Cloridano and Medoro, though evidently a copy of
,Nifus and Euryalus in the ninth lEneid, muft be allowed to
be improved by the ~otive which the poet afcribes for this
midnight excurfion .of the tWo friends, the defire of reco-·
vering the body of their flaughtered mafter. It may be ob-:
ferved. too, that in Virgil the attempt of exploring' the ene-'
my's camp is firft fuggefted by Nifus, and' that -the young
Euryalus takes fire at the pl'opofal: but in Ariofto the youth
is the',firft mover, inftigated by love and gratitude to his dead
prince; which circunrll:ance greatly elevates his chara8er, and'
adds to the pathos of the ftory. 'Ariofto has not only imitated:
Virgil, bilt probablf had his eye upon Statius, who in the tenth .
book of his Thebaid reprefents two of his heroes, Hopleus
an~ Damas, making a fearch by night for the dead bodies of
their kingsTyde~ and Parthenop~us. The epifode of Argantes "
and Clorinda in the twelfth book. of the ]erufalem inaybe de- '
rived from fue Latin: but both Ariofto and Titlfo have fo va- ,
ried the circumftances, and ~mproved the ~in~ they have .
taken, and in particula,r have given fo different it turn to the
conc1ufion of their adventure, that their feparate fiCtions may

. CC3 n~y

.,
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y/ho.fe ft.Qry told~ ~very ear may pl9-VF

~ ra:re example Rf upble~'~ It?v~.HI$

Thefe, E:loridano and M~~Of~ qijfd,

rU'm in good times, in evil unappall'~,

TC? Dardindlo lo¥,l fri~nd1hip bpre,

And late with hi~ h~ crofs'd from Afric~, J1)me.

1). hunter's life ~4 Clorid,qo l~~, 1150

His limbs robu~ t~ ftrength anq. fwiftn~f~ bF~~ 1

Medoro's opening youth but fcaree began

To Glade the rofe with dowll ~I}d promife m~l1.

nearly claim the meri~ of inyeRtio~: ~t! leafi:, lR bom~
the il11ita~ops are the imitatjo~ pf ~ mafter. {fP~ l~ve the
re~er 1'O ~~1Dpare the pafiai.cs wmcP Q~ ~ ~ ~wcd
from V~t'iiI. . ..

I i1Ql happy to ali4 perc UtI: qWC:ryatjon rllPl deFt and qij­

did critic mi thi6 paffage of J\,rioftp. "TN: ~t.ifW and
pathetic ~ale ~f the ,two friends M'edorp ~d qo~e, illlbc
ei&h~eenth canto gf the 9rlall4o. f qriPfp, isi~ ~ artful and
e~a~ copy of me NifllS and Euryal"s of Virgil i ~ the ~utbor

hath addep fome original bea¥ties to it, ao4' in. IJIUticular hath
affigned a more intere{l:ing Illotive for tl1is rtH~night ex~~o~

~ ~hat ~ find in Virgil; fQr ¥e~P,S'o apd ciQri~ ven­
tlP,'e into the field of b~ttle to tlnd o.~ amonq; tIw ~~'t~ qf t1~
the body of their lord. This ~rh4ps, is one pf the: fIlon ~xccJ­

lent pafiages ill this wild ~~ ro~tic author) whQ~~
in various beauties, the: merit of which ou~t gQ1: ~ ~ t{ied IPf
the l=ftabli!hed rules of claffic'll criticifm."

See Poftfcript to D"f. WAil.TO,N'S f;<w'~ of Virgil.
Of
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Of all that j~R·d the Pagan's threatt!ning arm~,

Not one excell'd his mien and blooming charnls:

Elack were hi~ eyes, hillocks like golden wire; J 156

So kerns rome angel of the ·heavenly choir!

Thefe two, with numbers more, by chance ordain'd

To guard the fences, now the watch maintain'd,

What time thedrowfy night, with winking eyes, 1 I 60

View'd·from .her middle throne the fpangled ikies.

Medora fl:il1 (while tears his cheeks fuffufe)

The deat remembrance of his lord renews:

Almontes' fon, brave Dardinello fiain,

Expos'd unburied on the naked plain: 116S

When, turning to his friend, he thus exprefs'd

The generous feelings of a loyal breaft.

Shalt he, 0 Cloridano, to the brood

Of wolves and ravens yield too precious food?

He, whofe paA: goodnefs. ever muft awake 1170

.MYgrateful love, till life this frame forfake ?

And, ah 1 fhould life {or him in tribute flow,

Not all could pay the mighty debt lowe!

Then to yon heaps of carnage let me fiy,

Where cold on earth his limbs di1honour'd lie: n7's
Who kaows but Heaven may guide my daring tread

To where the filent camp of Charles is {pread?

C c ... Remain
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Remain thou here, tha~ if refiftlefs fate

Decrees my death, tho~ may'ft that death relate :. .

And fhould not H~aven my pious. vows fuccecd, ,

At leaft pofterity will praife the deed. 1181

With fpeechlefs wonder Cloridano hears

Such faith and courage in fuch early years i

And (for he held him dear) he ftri~es to make

The daumlefs youth his r.alli defign Jonake. . 1185

But grief, like his, no comfort can control i

Nor reafon change the purpofe of his foul,

A grave on Dardinello to beftow,

Or in the great attempt his life forego.

When Cloridano long in vain h,ad try'd ,1190

Each friend,iy plea-Yet let me fhare (he cry'd)

The pious tafk-I too afpire to 'raife

From fuch a death the meed of endiefs praife•

.Should I, depriv'd of thee, Medoro, live,

What future joy can wr~tch~d. being give? 1 195

Ah! let me meet with thee a foldier's fate,

Nor drag behind life's wretched.lingering ftate.

This faid; they point fupplies their place to take,

Then leave the trenches and the camp forfake;

And foon arrive where) funk in heavy fleep, 120C

OUf cardefs ,bands the watch no longer keep: .

Their

"
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Their fires extin,ft, each fenfelefsat ·his .pott, ,

But little Jearsthe Pagan:s neighbouring haft: .

'Midfi; arms, and cats, and' courfers ftretch'dJupine,

In flumber,lo€;k'd ,a.nd,drench'd in fumesofwine~·.

,fIis-: i\e'p.s~aWhUe. ber¢ Clorida,no ftay'd j l~o6

Shall I not; feize. tlle. pl,"ef."ent hour (he faid) , ,

N ow, now, Medoro, on yon hoftile era,in

To wreak fome vengeance for IPY patron flain?

Here liij:en thou !~andwatch with heedful,eye, J 210

,L~ft unawares fome waking foe ,defcry

Our bold attempt, w~ile here my wrath I flake,

And thr~ugh the camp our bloody paffage make.

,B:e faid'; and ceafing, o'er the trenches !lept, ,

And firft he came where learned Alpheus flept: 121S
But late th' imperial court of. Charles he fough~,

In magic, herbs, and arts prophetic, taught:

Here fail'd his fkill, thatfkill fo oft be1iev'd i

While to himfelf, the witlefs feer deceiv'd, ,

Long years of life ha4 prorp.is'd, fafe from harms, ,

And death at laft in his lov'd confort's arms•. 12:.u
Deep in,his throat the wily Pagan fent

His weapon's point; and ,next his fury bent . .

qn four that fpeechlefs dy'd, whofe names unkno~n

'No Turpin to our agedeliver~ d:own.. 1~~S
Then
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Then Palitlen of MClIDadiri Weeds;, "

Who 1lept firaare bet'ften~ harntf.·4 1ft.,
At kngtli he came- to ,,!\eft, ftlpineJy ifak~;

All empey VICe (upported GriUt)'s htad:
Himfelf had fwiU'd the WiM, ahd 1iow he lay 1!30

In peacefal !!eft: to d~1Ie the (amet awa;. ::.
Large meafures had·he quafrd, and itil! e:lltends

In areams the draught which Cloridtn-o ~nd5.

A Greek and :Belgian perHh'd near his fide,

Who long bynight the dice and goblet ply'd. :tiJ5

Thrkc happy! had they ply'd till reddening mOtb
\ .

FrOm mvel' Indus made her wilh'd rtturtt~

But Fate WO\1ld lofe on- earth his fovereign power,

Could man with ~refcJertce- read the" future hour.
As' the gaunt lion, at the ra:vage caU 1240

of hunger, oyerleaps the nightly ftaU;

Then ~rlls, and rtnds the iheep with· 'crnel paW$;,

To glut 1nth bloody food his ravenous j:lws :.

The Pagan thus, amidi1: O1:1'r renrders creW

IttM1ler,"d ift flumber, hdplefs wretches flew ~ 1245

. Nor yet he ra~'d with bold Medaro's freel,

Who feotfl'd"lhat nlgar lives his force fhoutet" ~eJ~

Vcr. 1237. -jilvtr intitn-] A principal river in the
taft Indies, ",hich gi-m pame to thewbf)lecOUlltry oflndia.

He-

1
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.~ ~.'''eM duke LA\retft l~;ndot'd
J3y his Jov',j ~oJtfort'. lII'm1I, ill Oet:p ..rcpo.'d:

l>l, &:ir .¢9W9 &J*.~n, (e t;J* the11.,-, use
M~OfQ'1 :f~cm 19ft~~ heads away:
o envy'd:q,:iJth 1Cpr fure their ~1s coajoin.'4

In like em...".) one happy ft,oke c:oDugn'd

To WJ(e Wet': "lion, t~ f~~ve ~boYe

. Th, Pleed ~fm aIld nev~r·dyiClg love! I2H

Malinda next h.Q new i ,,00 a( his fide,·
Brave Ardelic() IilJd hi, brother dy'd,

The feB$ of 111aOQers' earl, whom lately praill·d
for martial virtue. Charles had newly rais'd

T9 knighthood'A rank, and cithugave to hold, 12.60,

Mi¥'d with their arms, the ftelJr-de-Iys of lold•.

Thefe from the field that glorious day he view'd

Return with weapons {t:'ain'd in hoft~le blood,

And promis'cl each in Friza large demain:

nut won Medar& made fuch promife vain! . J 2.6$

Thus tb,ughtering on, advanc'd th' inlidiolJI two;

At length they near the rich pavilions drew, .

Ver. 12.48. -- wbere duke Lobretto loy inclos.'d'J his Wo'd (""'firt', (lnftS,-] This pathetic *i~
dent i!i not borrowed from V~g~ but our author's own, aa4.
unequalled by any death defcribed in the' expedition of Nitus
and EuryalUl. -_.-

A_. r- l/r' / b . '6 ·(")Where, ."'"
~ ": ~~// /~~~:;-- ~CA/~~.../&Ifr~1C"./.

tL~~ - ~"&,Lo.-/ -~ ra---~ L~ ./ I./""-~~ ....

~_-~.,~/-:.#-L ~ J--'--4.
/ .
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Where room'the,teRt'Of Charles, in arms prepar!d,

The Paladins,' by turn, maintain'd the guanf.·
H~re'from their bloodywork the Pagans ceas'd,' 1270

And fheath'd their falchions arid theirfteps'reprefs'd;

For well-they deem'd that 'midn: fo vall: a-haft,

Not all could fieep regardlefs or their poft.

Whatwealthy plunder thence might eac~ have borne,

But all they.fought was fafely to return !127S

Firft Cloridano led the way; to find

Their fureft track; his friend purfu'd behind.

At length they came where, in afield of blood,

With falchions,.bows, and fhields, and lances ftrow'd,

Men mix'd with fteeds,the poor -with wealthy lay,

Andkingswith fiaves reduc'd to common clay. '12il

Th' unnumber'd fiain had made the pious pair

Purfue their fearch till day with fruitlefs care ;

But, at Medoro's fuit, the moon reveai'd

Her filver horns, till then in clouds.conceal'd: n8S

Fix'd on .the &y he bent his mournful fight,

And thus addrefs'd.the regent of the night.

o facred·e.mprefs ! by C?ur fathers fam'd!

'Who'rightly thee their triple goddefs nam'd !

Thou, who in heaven, in earth, or deepeft hell, 1290

Through various fOrIns i'n~ glory can'ft ex;cel ~
~ W~
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W~o; .~e~'ft -a;huntr~fs' garb in woods to ·trlfce

The haunts o( monfters and the fylvan N(:C;' ,

S~ow me my murder'd lord in blood imbru'd,

W~9, wq.ile he liv'd, thy haUow.'dJports purfu:d.

At this, by chance Ofat his earneft prayer, 1296.

The,moon_refplendent through the vaporous air :

Fiere'd the ftill gloom ;as when in virgin charms

She came all naked to Endymion's arms.

Paris,with either camp receiv'dthe beam': 1300

The pla~ns and mountains whiten'd in. the gleam:

¥artir .and Liri's diftant hills were bright,

1'his .cifing to the left, and that the right:'

Bu; rays more dazzling mark'd the fatal plain

Where lay Almontes' valiant offspring nain. 1305

~im by his arms lI:nd fhiel~'s device he knew i

As near his lord Medoro weeping drew,'

Ver. 13°+ .But rays more dazzling miJrk'd the fatal plain
Where lay Almontes' - J This beautiful paffage

is finely copied by Taff'o, where the Dane gives an acco\lQt tG

Godfrey of his difcovering the body of Sweno by moon-liiht.

Then from the peaceful regent of the night,' .­

1 faw defcend a ray of flanting light :
Where on the field the breathlefs corfe was laid,

There full the lunar beam refplendent play'd.

JERVS. DELIV. B. viii. v. 229.

With
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Witlt race III bath'd in tears, in ~whiJel ~

From eichcJr~ et«Mf~ led:

Such \geft hit JOob, (0 ~l/C!l tlia-, }'lhilltli fWtr6fr,

Thalt,pacBng "linda rmglitl-mkn to' ii~·vioe~· rJu
Itt acccmu tGW and murm\¥r~ fcareetly heatd-!

He bream"d his grie(. y't! think Me' the'»e'~d

T& riAl a being &e no longe, priZ"d i

His generous' foui ruch. abje&' thoughts- defpisPd i

But mofr he fear"d fortle'evil dlance'w,f1hd· 1'316

T' obfttud:· rhe piouS' deed: his- £OUt: ddign'd.

Now, on their fho12lders'l:lid~ ~h'e'~ndl~pair ,J
The breathldS corfe, with zeal divided, bnr, .
Bot~ pale and anx-iouS" for their d'eatt'ft: 'cllf'e~ 1".120

Soon came the God who gives- to'day it'S- birth;

The frars to chace from Heaven; the fl'iadetr from
earth·;

When brav~ Zerb"ioo; from whofe virtUo\Jlt·brcai'

~ general's duty drov-e ignoble r-eft',

Whore arm had .chac'd the fearful Moor:s boy, night)

Return'd to feek. the camp at dawn of liglu;. r'316

With him a band of kt1ights-th~fdeR:behdd~

The diftant friends that mov'd along die field'

With trudy ftflpS.: each warrior thither bent

His courfe, to £hare' the fpoil that chance had fent.

Now,
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N'e!'1 now,_~y bpsbef! cailour loqd.,r~ J:3.J1

And urge OUI fMoi.ftndi. ,aoDtbao cr:y'cl.);:

-Twere far unmeet., while from the deathful plain

We bear o. c..nc. t.W~ bwinl tbeu1d be iaDr.
This fa.~ lc: quiD his hoJc4 lI'CJr dDabtsto.makO'

His friend Medoro now th' attempt forfake; 1336

But he, whofe pious love more firm remain'd,

The whole dear burden by himfelf fuftain'd.

Meanwhile the firft his feet for tafety ply'd,

And deem'd his.lov'd Medoro at his fide. 13~0

O! had he known that then with foes inclos'd'

He left h~s friend to c;ruel f"te expos'd,

A thoufand dangers WQuId his arm have prov'd_

To fave the youth whom more than life he lov'd.

The hone, determin.'d thefe fuould die or yield, 13-+5

_Some her~, fome there difperfing o~er the field,

Cut off the means of flight: their leader ne~r

Inflames their zeal: by every mark of fear, '

By every femblance, well obferv'd, he knew

-That thefe were warriors of the hoftilc·crew. 13So
. Not far remote an ancient fordl ftood,

Perplex'd with thickening trees and dwarfifh. wood,_

Where not a track the tangled paths difplay'd,

But foot of bea~s that trod the gloomy fuade :

ThWler
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Thhher~ePagans fled, ~R hope to meet 13S5
Amid the friendly' boughs a fafe retreat.

I.

But he "Who gives 'my 'tale a willing ear

Muft, .at fome future ·time, the fe'que! hear.

".

TH'! END 0' THE EIGHTEENTH aoolC•

.I.- "*' .'

....... ... _ ~.6"'. _
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THE ARGUMENT.

CONTINU ATION of the :,pifode. of Cloridano and Medora.
Angelica finds Medora wounded; fhe cures his wound, and
becomes enamoured of him. Their marriage. Sanfonetto,
A&1~m>hoJ; '&plant, -¥d Mcvpb$l,-ue.nl!lU being
1h"ipwieckC;d in a dreailfiJ'ftorm. They are'cafii at length on
the land of the A,mazons. The ftrange law there infti­
tuted. The. Jot falls on M~hifa to enter the lift for her
companions. Defcription 'otthe ~attle between her and nine
champions of tl,te Amazons: She kills them aD, and after­
Wa.r~s eng~ wiflt the tenth, till nig~t puts an end to the

•~ ~ci\,Q~iJi! lwf~ AlutKt bn bpth~des! wlth ~.qtW
valour.
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N ONE fee 'the ,heart, .\Y.bjJe .placfdrinIJ!~r~ ..
rom ftate .,-

On Fortunets.whecl,fu~h.nu~rsround~;~it

Of true ~nd·feeming,fJ:iends,j.wJtenthcfc.np 14fa

By looks declare that faith, whi<lh thDfe po1refs.
But fuould to fair fucceed tempeftuous, ikie$, .S
.Behold how foon each fawning (upplianc flie»t

While he who truly lQv'd, unmoy'd remain"

And to his patron dead his love maint~~.

Vcr. S. BtdfhnJti tDfair fumed tnn.WJUOIlSj/liIi,]
.50 0Yid,

po~ eris felix, multos.nl4lJ)~js .ami~.

, Tempor. fi fuerint nubila, folus ens.
. TRIST. Lib. i. £leg. lUi.

. When> fGltuJ1e fuWcs,- thou- feeR::M.uTounding,.. j

·Wben:~wC7thoir.~~~i~tA.1

Dd.~ ot;did
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O! did the features give fincere report,

How oft would thofe, who thine amidft a court 10

In p~ide ~f rall;k, who hoI,:! their pI:ince's gra~~,

, Change with their peers opprefs'd an envy'd place!

The loweft name might then be lifted high,

The greateft 'midft the crowd degraded lie.

But let us ~ Medora turn, :who prov'd IS

His faith to him in life and death be1ov'd.

For fafety now the generous youth purfu'd

The paths be~ilder'd with entangling wood;

But the dear load he labour'd to fuftain,

Made every hope t' efcape purfuers vain ; ~o

While thence far diftant, from the burthen freed,

His, friend in fafety fled with happier fpeed.

Soon Cloridano came to where his ear

No more the found of trampling horre could hear:

But w~len he mifs'd his 'friend-What chance (he

cry'tl) 2S
Could from myfelf my better felf divide?

L .. _ ...

Thee could I leave, who late wert wont to {hare

My neareR: tho,ughts,? Is this my" pious car~ ?

, U nkno\;Viflg ,,{~en or where, fr-om thee I part,

Friend.·q( my choice and brother of my heart! 30

He (aid; 'and [peaking, through the winding ,{hade
. . . ,
. The track reprinted he before had made j

Sought
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Sought what he left, and fwift with panting breath

~eturning trod the way that led to death.

He hears- the foes, he hears the 'courfers' noife, 35

And nearer hears the riders' threatening voice .;

And, ah! too late his dear Medoro knows,

Whom hc:lplefs and on foot a hundred horfe indofe.

This troop Zerbino leads, who gives command

To feize the youth.; he, prefs'd on every hand, 40

Wheels,here arid there, while all his thought he bends.

~o fave his charge, and ftill his charge defen4s.

By turns he lurks beyond the Chriftians' reach

,Behin'd fome {beltering elm, or oak, or beech.

At length, unable longer to fuftain 4S
His honour'd load, he lays it on the plain, .

Still hovering near-fo when in mountain 1hades,

The ~unter-troopa bear's retreat invades.­

Around her young the favage mother howls

In dr~adful anguifu and with fury growls.; 50
Whpe inbred ftrength impels her oft to fly

On the bold foe, and deep in carnage dye .

Her reeking jaws, maternal love reftrains

Her rage, and with her cubs the beaft detains.

Now Cloridano, hope1efs how to lend 5S

His want~d aid, yet fix'd to join his friend

D d 3 In



Ill" Imror'dath', ariet ere- lieS dos'd' hill1d__, .

Refolv"d that'm~retMUr-Otle' flfould fmiteT In's: flfte',

Swift'lOr hi. bow he- chafe die' pointed' Feed;

And took cnncnt~d his aiM "I/idi, broodY'f~: do
It reach'd a' ScOt, and~ bur~d· in ltis bnrinj

lturl"d'trom his faddre-lifdefs' to the ptlain;.
At once the Chriftians tUm'd'whfi'mmui view"

Exploring whence the'murderous weapon- fWw-:

Mean time another by, the Pag~n fent ~S

With equai aim to pierce the fccoricf went,
Who; while he loud enquir'd wlilrt unfeen hand

Had drawn die' bow, and' rtvett" ainMf tlie 5antf,

The hiffing dart' drove on, his' ",&.non cleft,

And white h~ fpoke his tongue of'lpeecIi-6ei'eft. 70
No more their chief Zerbirio' now repe1l'd

Th' indi~nantwrath'that, in 1m bOfOm 1\TeJl!d,

But ru{1;ing oll Med()ro~Thou'1halt hear

The guilt-lie cry'~,. then- feiz'd his golden hair,

And with ftrong grafpthe haptefs £tripling drew 7S}
To meet the vengeance to another. duc,

Whofe hoftile iliaft ~h't Scors in-rated flew. ,

Then; fixing on his f'clce an earneft look,

SOft pity kindled arutforbad"c' thct fttoke,

As thus the yc)uth liis pitying; gra·te imp}Qr'd: 80

Q' by that God, in Chrtlllian lands ador'd !

Sted
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Steep nDe--th}( heart, Sir,knigbt! but.let lilt pq.
~h8llaib:f~::hoRpura. to. t1'1jslJfaclledJ ata,j::' ..

I a1k not lifie-O !'giv.e'me DuttO'Im:atftc

Till to his tomb.my. fuv.emign: I lttqpeatL 8)'

But if with Theean Crton:s rage· indu:d,

Thou feek'~\to,glue'eao)t.bi;ixl'-llad· ~aib ,with.~

~.' mefe poe]! limb& tiheir prE!iy, but·hpnot oonv.ey.'d·,

Let firft AlmoD1leS-" fan- in euth be· laid!.

Medoro·thu9 his movingfuit addrofs!d,. 90·

In worde ~pi~r.ee, the;, moft obduraur br~Lb;

Ze~bino foon,. his.- wrath: eHCllea4ing, feID

a~manly foul. with lo\lO ad pity mt'lltl.;. .

Wilen 1O,! a kn:igbt, b, 1)r~,Nry flWay'd:,

Who little reverence to his leader paid. 95

Whilo yet he fpok~; the·ruthlcfs fpear a~rofs'd

Againft tho tf:oder fopp1ian~s youthful. bleaft.

With. ficr.ae difp!eaflJrct' good! ZClCbiao-vic.• .ld1

Th'-inhuman fuoke, lmtmore w.hcn<UeMh'din410.0d:

He faw the youth hie fcrnfelctfs 011 thepY.m,IOo

That each, who raw. his fa1~ belic:v'd lJim Gaia.

Thou {halt ·not perifh WU'~ng'd> ~he&id)

And fudd~ ttlro:'d Ufm0·th.' offcndees' pe34

V~r. 86. But ifwith Thehon Creon'r roge ;mm"d,-} St2tias,
i!1 the twd~~ boo~ of hi$ Th,ebl\,i~, f~t!! (orth, that ~~o~ pl;&b­
liilied an ediCt forbidd,-g the; -~~die~ ~f tlu: enC!my to be ~
terred.· ..

D d 4 To
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To wreak tile -deed i but wheeling round, the. knight

His couner fpurr'd and urg'd his rapid flight•. 105

When Cloridano, where he ftood conceal'd,

Beheld Medoro profuate on the field,

He left the covert, caft 'afidcu'he bow,'

And rulh'd· in frantic rage ~idi\ the foe.

With lifted weapon tore~enge his dea.th, 110

Or with Medoro yield his lateft brcath.

At lcngth Wlidft fuch numerous fwords he found

His gufhing blood diftainthe purple ground.

Till life faft ebbing with the vital tidea

He funk costented by Medoro's. ·fide. 11$

The Sc;ots thcn follow'd 'Where their chief the,
view'd,

Who through the woods his angry way punu'd.

Be~ind remain'd the Pagans, one depriv'd

Of life's laft breath, and one who fcarce furviv'd.

Long time in hc1plefs ftate Medora lay, 120

While lif¢ faft flow'd in purple ftreams ~way:

When, fent by fortune to his timely aid,

A damfd came iQ cottage weeds array~d i

Of humble garb! but of a form moil: rare,

9fcourteous manners and m~enic aif. uS

. Vier. 117. - his angry way purfu'd.] The accQunt of Z~-
hino is refumed in Book xx. vcr. 855.

Perchance
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Perchance your mem'ry fcarce recals to mind~

(5() long unfung) this lovelieft of her kind;

Angelica, through every region known,

The heirefs of Cathay's imperial throne.

When fair Angelica had now regain'd 130

Her ring which falfe Brunella late detain'd,

Alone file went, and fill'd with fcorn and pride~

Difdain'd the nohleft warrior for her guide:

She hlufil'd to think that, 'midO: her lovers nam'd,

Orlando or king Sacripant had c1aim'd i3S

Her leaft regard, hut moil: her haughty mind

Regrets that to Rinaldo once inclin'd,

She, e'er forgetfUl of her regal ftate,

Could bend her eyes on fuch an abject mate.

But Love, who long had mark'd his Oighted power~

Refolv'd to hear her cold contempt no inore, 1+1

By poor Medora took his watchful {hnd,

~d brac'd, his bow, and held his {hafts in hand.

Soon as Angelica with fad furvey

Beheld the youth, who pale and wounded lay, 145

And 'midft his own misfortune ftill deplor'd

Th' unbury'd corfe of his lamented lord;

Ver. 130. If/henfair Ange/i(Q-] The Iaft we heard of
Angelica was in book xii. ver. 438.

Strange
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Strangcrpiq toueh'd, her whilefhe lifteDingm.ng,

To hear the tale-that f~'d on his tongue.

Then to her mind fbI! calPd, whate'Cl" bt:fcu:e PSO'

In India taught, fbe. knew of healing-lore;

An art in which ruch· numbers there exccll'd,

An art by; all in prane. and honour held:

Not lmrnfd by tt1ming many a. weary page,

But by the fm: beql1eath'd from age to age. J5S

Once in a' lovely mead, with fearchiJig'Tiew:,

A plant fhe met whore vir.tues wellfhe knew ;

Or Dittany.- or Panacea. nam'~

(Whate'er the. herb), fur powerful infinenre fam'ci

The'blood to ftaunch and from the wounded part _

Bach daugerousJymptom drive and charm tbe finart.

1i1t~ notN. fiie fought. aud.guhering:frNift retum'd

TOtwh.cm hiS'. flaughteedlord M«laro' ffiOurn.'d.

Amidft her w.ay: a fimple. [wain' {he view'd...

Who thrwgh the rorcfi: on. his hotre purfu'd I.'J
A gentle heifer, that abroad to' roam, l

(Then paft two da.ys) had left htr ruftic home.

The fwain. fhe led, whercr,' iJfuing with his bl~

Faft and more fait Medora's vigour iow.'el,

Till from his hreaft the ground was Q1'd beneath"

And his foul hover'd on the vergeofde'ath. 17~

. 9 The
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Tlie'v~irr &om·bet palfrey' now defcendsj
... .

The peafal'\t' lighting on· her 'fteps' atttndlr;

The plant 1be bl'Uife'9 with a' ftOne, and ftands:

Tetnpe!'ing the'juice between· her ivory hand'S. 175

'FKis o?er' His breaR' £lli!e meds witIt- fovereignl art,

And batfiet' with gentle- touch the wounded part :

The' wO\1~d;(uch' virtue from' the juiCe deriveS',

At on'Ce'the Blood is- ilirunclt'd; the youth revives,.

And wOridrou~d'eetsai"udden'ftrengrlt beftow-d:' r 8'0

Fie moun~ the harfe which late- the llrephtrd'rode"';

Yet went not thence, till duly firft difpos'd

He faw, his breaahdefs prmce- with: cacu1'inal06'd J

AlIfct, lllid: by noble DardineIJa chmd,

His Ci'oridano in one funeral lied. 18:5
The virgIn- tQ, the fhepherd's CGt conv-ey:d

, 1'lie wounded youth; and' there in pity ifay'd

To wait his health reftor'd; fo deep her breaft

ktaitt'dtlle thoughts which fuib his fight imprefs!d.

She- mark'd his every- graCe, his every charm~ J90

And felt, by flow degrees, ~ new alarm :

,~idt beat her pulfe,. tiU foon., no mor~ cooeealJ d7

The flame burft forth and all her foul reveal"'d.

Begirt with hills and bofom'd in a wood:,

,Of frru8:ute neat, the peafant's dwelling frood, J95

Which
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Which late himfelf had' rais'd J. his faithful wife, .

And children, partners of his humble life.

The damfel there Medoro foon reftor'd

.To wonted ftrength, 'but ah! meantime deplor'd

Her own deep wound, that rankled in' her heart 200

With heavier anguifil, while an unfeen dart

The light-wing'd' archer, ftill on mifchiefbent.

From fparkling eyes 'and golden ringlets fent.

Still,. frill fhe loves..-and while her care is {hown

To cure another's pains, forgets her awn. 20S

,Ver. 198. The da"!fel there ~doro loon r¢Qr'd] Spenfer
has imitated this palfage of Ariofto, relative to Medora and
Angelica, in his nory of Be1ph~be and Timias the (quire;
where $e virgin in like manner heals Timias: but in one re­
lpea the picture is reverfed; Angelica in Ariofio is enamoured
of Medoro, but in Spenfer it is Timias who feels a growing

,paffion for Be1phzbe. Be1pha:be, like Angelica, is lkilled in the
knowledge of herbs.

« For {he of herbs had great lntendiment."
«' Ladies of great antiquity, of the greaten rank, were flcil­

fu1 in phyfic and furgery. Who is ignorant of Medea the
daughter. of a king? of Circe, or of the wife of Thone, who
taught Helena the ufe and nature of Nepenthe? Let us tum

tp romance writers, no fmall imitators of Homer. Sir Philip
Sydney, in his Arcadia, p. 69, introduces Gynecia having 1kill
in furgery. In like manner Erminia in TaIro attends and beals
the wounded Tancred."

See UPTON'S Notes on Spepfer.

Thro'
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Thro' him fhe mourns', and while his fufFerings ceafe,

Her wound but widens and her pimgs increafe.

He gainS'; fhe lares ftrength i and now, by turns,

With cold fhe freezes, and with heatfhe burns.

From day to day improv'd his beauty fhines: 110

She, haplefs maid, with wafting farrow pines,

Like fleecy fnows that in the warmth ofday

In heaps di1folve befor,e the folar ray:

Sick with defire, from him fhe would receive

What only can her foul's dear health retdeve i, 215

Yet fear'd that gentle blifs fhe fought to gain, '"

She from his proffer'd love might hope in vain;

Hence to" her virgin fhame fhe loos'd the ties,"

And gave "her tongue the licence of her eyes";

Till he, unconfcious of the wound he made, ~~o

Heard her with 6ghs implore his pitying aid.

'. 0 brave Orlando! 0 Circaffia's king!

What are the virtues that unheeded [pring

In breath .like yours! In vail) your boafted fame j

Where now the me~d your glorious labours claim?

Ver. 212". Liltt jim]Jn~ws-] Spenfer probably had his
eye upon this paH'agc in the lines defcribing the {quir~ Timi~s

falling in love with Bdphl£be.

Yet frill he wafted, as the fnow congeal'd
, When the bright fun "his beams thereon doth beat~

F AJIlY Q,yEEN, B. iii. c.. v. ft. +9.

"Declar~
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Declare oneiCouIUGJJs.~"onei~md rqgaFd, -(.l(J/J

She ~cr.bcftow~d.yoW' {uIfe"mcs~~d.

o l,tDuld'fi;.~kou'lprhH~ly.Ag~n, ~~

ReftDr~dlfrom ·neth" :Q)3fd¢$ ~o'~PI¥'r~1ki,s !

o ~ern.F,crJau·! ,Q't~fllQd~-more unnam'Q, a-ao
That ~thcdu:amwith,truth'a'QP(P~gc claim~,;

How WJ>,1Pld'-yQunew wjth-JOft1BP~~&~

A rival's happy ,l\rmsJH~r;li~bs'(m~ld !

Th't iWftAog.clicQ..Jaor, gr~~e,et;frQws

Ort ycwegMador.o,; bids) him(pluQk:tJte ·mfe '2.M
UntQQOWd~before, and. tange·the -haUQw\1'grove

Where ;nOTa,yet J1dvenwrous.·feet,~t rove.

Me~~me:maid,.'to fmaify her flame,

• With.holY' marriage lites conc:cal'd.the1hame :

Love prefent'fmil'd"and,.to:me:nuptial;bed ~~

The ihepberd's wife the hlWhing,fair...one,Je.d.

One happy'month" benning where·they'-liwell'd

In humble 1'00f, a rutOc f.eaft they. held.

The damfd, .never abfent from hisJight,

Ha.ngs'on-her lover-with untir'd.delight. -24$

.For evnround hi~ glu.esher .twiniJtg arm~,.

'And clafps his.neck,and;kindles at·his clwms.

With him in lowly cot, or leafy bower,

By ~ight) by day, .1be waftes the,ile'tiog.~pur.

At
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At morn and eve Qy""r}dlial.fta;nns 'they ftr~, 4]0

Or .t,raGe, the vtr.QaJlt Imtaclew~s fi~e.ry w;.y. '
,At fultiy noon:m~y.reek a,gloomy..alve,

-Like that wJti'lh.from :th.e ftorm 'Q,1he1uu:~J

;WJrat time the Trojan prince and Tyrian queen -

Their loves entrufted to the facred fcene. 255
Wherc'er a tree its verdant boug~s difplay!d

~ rills'ftd fOUl\!s'to-:caft·a''V'f'lWj'ng 1hade,
. .

rThe~nlreand ,pointed-:ftee! th~ bark imprefs>'d,

~Andioft:the rocks their fpprtiv.e,toys confers'd~

aA;t1ro1ilfa.lllWpUts:.re~il'd their mutual Rames, J60

A ~houfand places fhow'd the lovers' names,

.AQgelica and her Medoro twin'd,

~lfll:pomrd'~$>and..amorous knots ct>mbin..\d.

Now rolling timereprov~d the 'damfd's fray,

.Andurg'd her to refume herpurpos'& w.ay, C24s
,In·IIndia's.·rulms, at"rich Cathay t~nll''Own

:Her dear Meaoro on the regal throne.

-Around. herar:m.argolden, circlet ·brae'd

..(1)frareft wO'rth,with 1Pi~ling jewels grat:I-d,

'tn Iign'ofbrave Orlando's love !he wore, 'J.70, ,

~nf1·loQg,preferv~d the valu'dgift fhe .bpce.

• iENE,t\s.andDIDo.
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To Ziliantes this Morgana gave,

What tim~ (he kept him hid beneath the wave;

He, to his father Monodant reftor'd

Ere long by virtue ofOrlando's fword~ 27 S

This

Ver. 272. 1"11 Ziliantts this Mllrgana gatlt,] ~organa,

the fairy of riches (fee ·Note on Book vi. vee. 169,) Ziti­
antes was iOn of Monodant, and .younger brother to Bran­
.-Jimart: he was beloved by Morgana, and after having been
eighteen years detained by her in her fubterraneous pala~e,

was fet at liberty by the valour of Orlando. The ftory of
this fairy and her dwellirig is full of imagination, and thus
told by Boyardo.

Orlando, travelling to the affiftance of Angelica, was ~et

by a lady feated on a palfrey, having in her hands a book,

and wearing at her girdle a rich hom of exquifite workman­
fhip:, the addrdfed the .knight in this manner.

" Sir knight, you have now met with a moft wonderful

and perilous adventure, which requires' all the valour of {uch a
champion as your appearance befrieaks you to be. This horn,

which is made by enchantment, mull: be founded three times,
and eyery time of founding. the horn confult the book, which

will inll:ruCl you what is further to be done: but if any knight
fhould find. his courage fail at the firll: blall: of the horn, he
will b~ for ever made prifoner in the iIland of the enchan~d

lake. The fid! and fei::ond time of founding the horn will

expofe you to moll: dreadful and unheard -Of perils ; but the
third time will finith the ~venture,andput it in your power,
without any further trial of valour, to make all the remainder

of your life completely happy. OJ

Orlando,
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This coftly bracelet with a grateful mind

Beftow'd, Orlando's conquering arm to bind,

By him decreed in future time to prove

With fair Angelica his pledge of love.

Not

Orlando, having heard this, exprdTed his eager defire to
undertake the adventure; and recei~ing from the lady's hand
the book and horn, he founded fuch a blall: as made the earth
tremble, and immediately a rock dividing in two parts, dif­
covered a vall: opening in the earth, whence ruihed out two
furious bulls with horns of iron, and hides of different colours.
Orlando, upon having recourfe to his book, was inftruCted to
yolce the bulls, and plough up the field that lay round the
rock: this, after an obftimte battle with the bulls, he per-'
formed; and then fetting them at liberty, they Bed with.
dreadful bellowings to the foreft, and difappeared. Orlando
founded the hom a fecond time, when the earth again trem­
bled, and a mountain near him opening, its fummit call: forth.
Barnes in great abundance. While the knight impatiently
waited for the ifi"ue. a huge dragon came forth of moll: tre­
mendous afpeCt; his fcales were green, and fuonewith gold i

his wings of different colours; he brandifued beyond his fuarp
teeth three tongues, and made a dreadful noife with the la1h­
ing of his tail, while volumes of fmoke, mixed with fparks and
fire, ifi"ued from his mouth and ears. Orlando having again
confulted his book, was ordered to attack the monll:er with
the utmoll: celerity, and attempt to fever his head from his
body before the poifonous fumes fuould have any fatal effeCt;
this done, he was direCted to take out all the dragon's teeth,
and fow them in the furrows which he had jull: ploughed up.
The knight then intrepidly advanced to attack the monfter,
who came towara; him with wings ex.tended, and opening his

VOL. II. E e jaws
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Not for the giver, or his fuit. defpis'd" do

But for its coft the precious gift {he priz'd.

This 'midft the ine of tears • fhe ftcangc1y kept.

(Where captive dames their cruel fortune wept)

When,

jaws to fwallow him. Orlando founlllUmfclf moil dreUfully
annoyed with the poifon and fire t his 1hield was immediau:ly
confumed, his creft caught the flam~ and all his appcud. WIi

nearly burnt to allies, while the fmoke was fo thick that he
could not fee to aim his blows t till at length by a fortun12
fhoke he cut off the head of his enemy, and drawing PUt tba
teeth, fowed them, as the book had direCh:d, in the furrows
of the new-ploughed fidd. Turpin relates, that immediately
the crefts of helmets began to appear above the ground. next

the breafts and fuoulders of armed men t till a numerous com­
pany, with fuouts and clamours, and the clangor of horns and
trumpets, united their weapons, and furioufly attacked the
earl: but he, drawing his fword Durindana, and remoUDtillg

his horfe, received them with fuch valour, that the whole
number were foon flain t and thus ended their Jife nearly as it
began.

It now remained to found the horn for the laft time, -whidl

Orlando having done, looked round to fee the conclufion ri
the adventure j when nothing appearing, he began to think

himfe1f mocked: allength he beheld coming towards him
through the flowery meadow a white flag, at which he ex­
claimed with great marks of difappointment, "Is this the
wonderful end of my labours?" He then threw his book and
horn on the ground, and was about to depart with indignatiOll;
but the lady ftopping him, cried out, " Stay, valorous knight,
and learn that no kilg or warriQl' could ever meet witla.&

more
• EBVDA. See page ~3Q for a note on this line.

I

~
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When, bound by ravage hands, {he naked ftood

To feed the monfter rifing from the flood. 285

Now wanting gold to give the fimple pair,

The fhepherd and his wIfe, whofe honeft care

Show'd,

more wonderful adventure than this; know that thy work is
not yet finHhed: Not far diftant from hence is a place called
the Hland of Riches, where dwells the fairy Morgana, Who
is deputed by Heaven to difpenfe to mortals all th~ wealth
that is enjoyed in thi~ world: 1he hides her treafures in the
bowels of the earth, and has fent this white hind to enrich
you, as a glorious recompence for your having three times
founded that horn, which no man before ever founded a fecond
time. The fairy fends through the world this frag, which is
enchanted, and hall, as thou feefr, golden horns: he who
wi1hes to take him mufr purfue him with 'unremitted vigour
for fix da}'s, and on t~e feventh day he will frop by the fide of
a fountain to walh, and there fuffer himfelf to be taken; this
wonderful animal 1heds his horns fix times a day, every
branch of his horns bears thirty ingots Of gold; fo that hav.:
ing obtained this frag, thou wilt be polfelfed of every happi­
nefs which wealth can purchafe, and mayefr moreover acquire
the love of the fairy Morgana, whofe beauty is unparalleled!'

Orlando fcarcely fufFered the lady to finilh her difcourfe,
but replied with a fmile, that he was not come thither for' fuch
intent, that he defpifed riches, and only fought for the reward
that attel1ds great and glorious a8ions ••

Upon this Orlando delivered his book and horn again to
tha lady, and refumed his journey towards Albracca.

Afrolpho, Rinaldo, Iroldo, and Prafildo travelling together,
found a lady in great affliCtion, who related to them that her

• Sec Note to Book vi, vcr. :l6g, •

E e 2. filler
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Show'd, while the lovers fhar'd their homely board,

Such friendly welcome as their means afford~

This from her arm {he drew~ and bade the fwain 290

The valu'd treafure for her fake retain.

Now

lifter was fallen into the hands of a cruel giant, who having
fhipped her naked and bound her to a tree, fcourged her from
time to time in a moft inhuman manner: on this the knights
engaged to do their utmoft to deliver her j and foon after all
together arrived at a river, over which was a bridge fo narraw
that only one perfon could pafs on foot: on the further fide
the river was a tower where the villain inhabited, and in the
meadow a large and deep lake: the knights beheld the un­

fortunate woman tied to a cyprefstree and bathed in blood,
while her tormentor exercifed his cruelty upon her. Iroldo
and Prafildo having firft paffed the bridge, feparately attacked
the villain, but were both overcome, and call 'by him to the
bottom of the lake. Rinaldo then attacked him i and after
,an obftinate combat, the villain, in vain endeavouring to d~

engage himfelf from Rinaldo's hold.. threw himfelf with Ri­
naldo ~nto the lake, where ~oth immediately funk to the
bottom, and difappeared, leaving Aftolpho in great atBiaioa

for the lofs of his friend. The lady, who was ~ied/ to the tree,
was releared, and the two fifters with· Aftolpho departed,
taking with them Rinaldo's harfe Bayardo.

Orlando, having deftroyed the garden of Falerina ., are
rived, accompanied by that enchantrefs, where the above·

mentioned warriors, with Dudon, who had fince been made
prironer with them, were kept in the enchanted lake. TIle
earl there beheld a tropby raired of the arms of Rinaldo, and
fuppofing him to be Ilain, forgot all the enmity that had fub-

• See note to Book Iii. fef. 19:&. fOf thilliol"J.

I
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Now tow'rds the hills the happy lovers ride,

The fteepy hills t~at France from Spain divide j

Thence to Valencia they direct their way,

Or Barcelona, there awhile to fray, '.2.95

Till
fifted between. them, immediately paned over the bridge to
revenge his death, and furioufly attacked Arridano, who lay
in the meadow exulting over the trophy of Rinaldo. A
dreadful battIe enfued between them; for Morgana had not
only given Arridano impenetr~ble armour, but had formed'
fuch a fpell, that the ftrength of the giant always exceeded ft~

times the fhength of everyone with whom he was engaged.
At length Arridano, . feizing Orlando, as he had before Ri­
naldo, plunged with him headlong into the lake. Falerina,
terrified at the f~ht, immediately fled; and as foon as the
combatants reached the bottom, Orlando found himfelf in the
middle ·of a beautiful meadow, furrounded by a wall of cryftal.
The knight, as he fell, endeavoured in vain to e{cape from
the grafp of Arridano; but as foon as they touched the ground,
his enemy loofened his hold, and thought to ftrip him of his
armour; when the earl renewed the combat with greater fury
than ever, and at length, by the help of his fword Balifarda,
againft which no enchantment could avail, he deprived the
enemy of life. .

Orlando then, entering at a portal which he difcovered in a
rock, paff'ed on for a long time in total darkne(s, till at laft he
difcovered a light that £hone like the fun at noon-day; when
he came to the bank of a wide river, over which was a long
narrow bridge, where ftood the figure of an armed man all of
iron; and beyond the bridge was a plain heaped with pearls
and precious froncs, more in number than the flowers tha 't

E e 3 adorn
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Till thence fome ve1fe1J with propitioU$ gale,

Should loofe for eaftern lands the fpreading fail :

And pow, defcending from the mountaia's lu:ight,

The fea below Garona {truck their fight.

Thus

adorn the earth in (pring, 01: the ilars of h~aven. This. placo

contained the treafures of the fairy Morgana.

Orlando then with his drawn fword attempting to pars the

bridge, the armed figure ftruck it with ais rnaffy club, and the
",bole pile funk immediately into the river: w:hile Orlando
flood- gazing in admiration, another bridge appeaJ:ed in the

pl~e of the fOcmer: the knight agaia attempted the. pWrage,
hut the armed figure again raned his c;~, and the bridge funk
as. before. Orlando thus ba,iBed, yctde1lel;mined to reac~ the
further fide, now exerting all his fuength, with. ~ prodigious
drort leaped over the river, armed as. he was, and alighted Cafe
in. the meadow;. where elltering into a large {quare bllilding,

he beheld the figure of a king fwed on a throne, with.numbcrt
fianding round him: they were all formed of geld, and co­
vered with pearls, rubies, and diamonds; before the king was

a, table fpread witll a moft magnificent banquet, but over hili
.h~ad was fufpende.d a dra.wn fw.ord with the point downward,
and at his lefe hllna ftood one with his bow bent, as ready to

. let fly an arrow j on his right flood another, exaaIy re­

fembling tM former, holding a fcroll iN his hand with this in­
{~ription: ";R#h.lf and PDNlP are if no 'U~lul if pojJtffid with
ftar, and Plea/ure and Greatneft avail us noth.ing if acquiruJ
fu;tb the loft of peate." On the middle of the table, on a.
Reur-de-Iys of gold, was a ruby of a prodigious fize, which
gave light to all the place; and on each fide was a door that

led from the falqon. Orlando, who' paid little attention tQ

the
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Thus journeying on, upon the fands they view 300

A naked man of pale and ghaftly hue;

Like fome foul fwine he lies with brutal mien,

His fenfe diftraught, his' limbs with filth obfcene :

He

the richea whi~h he beheld, attempted to enter one of the
doors, but fOUDd no light to guide his fte.ps : recalling then
to mind the carbuncle, he refolved to make ufe of it, and ad­
vanced to feize it; but the figure, that ftood with his boW'
bent, immediately let By an arrow that ftruck the carbuncle,
which immed;ately flew off from the Beur-de-lys, and left
the earl in darknefs: a dreadful earthquake then fol­
lowed, accompanied with repeated claps of thunder, while
Orlando ftood undaunted expeCting the i(l"ue. The earth­
quake and thunder eeafmg, the frone again tOok its place on
the Beur-de-lys, and enlightened the faloon with more fplen­
dor than before. The knight attempted again to feize the
carbuncle, but the archer aiain fuot his arrow, and all was
left in. darknefs; the thunder and earthquake returned, and
continued, above an hour, till the carbuncle once more re­
fumed its ftation. Orlando, determined to purfue his pur­
pore, ruIhed forwards intrepidly with his lifted fhield, on
which he received the arrow, that fell ineffeaual to the
ground; he then took the frone without further oppofition,
and, direaini his fteps by the enchanted light, defcended ,
ftaircafe which led to a priCor, in which were confined Ri~

naldo, Brandimart, and Dudon. Orlando beheld on a
rock the following words engraven: "Whoever thou art,
o knight or damfel! thathafr reached this place, know
that thou never {halt Teturn, unlefs thou canft feize the
fairy that inhabits thefe regions, whore locks grow only
from her forehead, and who is bald behind." Orlando,

E e + 'bavini
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He leaps upon them fierce (as unawares

A fnarling cur the paffing'f1:ranger fcares) 305

And ~hreatens fore to work them woe> and fcorn :

But to ~arphifa let us now return ••

To
having read this in(cription, traver(ee' a beautiful meadow
enaD]elled with a thou(aJid diiFerent Sowers, and at lai
e{pied Morgana aJleep by the fide of. a fountain: he tlood
{orne time in contemplation of her beauty, when 'he (ud.
dent)' heard a voice that bade him feize the mry by her fore.

'lock, before file awaked and cfcapcd his hands: at the found
of this voice Orlando turning, came to a rock of cryftal,
through which he beh~ld imprifoned Dudon, Rinaldo, and
Btandimartj at this fight the earl, greatly a1Biaed, tifted
up his {word to have heWn an opening in the rock, but the
three knights called aloud to him to forbear, for ihould the
lock be broken they muA: all inevitably periih. Orlande
was then addrefi'ed by a beautiful imprifoned lady, who

, feemed in great aiBiClion, and told him there was no way to
enter the prifan but by a gate which appeared of diamonds
and emeralds, of which Morgana kept the keys; to procure
which he muA: immediately return to the fountain, and en­
deavour,to fecure her perfon. The earl, impatient to enter
the rock, haftened back to the fountain. where he found the
lairy dancing, and tinging there words: "Whoever is de­
firous to enjoy in this wocld wealth, pleafure, honours, and
dignities, Jet' him Jay hold on this golden lock that I wear
from my fo 'che~d, and I will fuUil aU his wi{hes: but let
him not forego the advantage in his power~ fmce time paG
can never be recalled; I {hall turn from him and leave him
o I ment his fo11y:i So fung the fairy; but as foon as Ibc

beheld

He follows Angelica and Medoro, B. xxix. vcr. +13.
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To her, to Gryphon, Aquilant agaib,

To good AftoJpho let us change the ftrain,

Who [pent with toil, while prefent death they view·d.

But ill 0ppos'd" the furies of the flood: 31 I

Three
-

beheld Orlando approaching," {he immediately Bed with the
utmoft fpeed, the knight purfuing her" till they left the mea­
dow, and came into a country full of briars and brambles;
and now the tky was fuddenly oY"ercaft, when from a dark
cave ru{hed out a female figure of ghaftly appearance, with a
pale and meagre countenance, holding in her hand a fcourget
which file continually exercifed on herfelf; but feeing Or­
lando hold Morgana in chafe, {he began to follow him, and
when he demanded who {he was, the repliedt " My name is
Repentance, and I am come to bear you company till the
end" of your courfe, during which you muft feel the (eve­
rity of my ftripes." As {he fpoke thus, Orlando continued
to purfue Morgana, while the hag cloCe behind from time
to time applied her (courge to him; nor could all his threats
or valour free him from her perfecution: at length he over­
took the fairy, and faftening his hand in her lock, tl)e hag,
that till then had followed, immediately left him, the" tky
cleared up, the country" affumed a fmiling appearance, and,
inftead of thorns and briars, the earth was covered \!ith odo­
riferous flowers. Orlando having ftayed the fairy, demanded
of her the keys of the priCon; which {he engaged to deliver
to him, upon condition that he would leave behind Zill­
antes, the fon ofMonodant ; to which Orlando agreed. Mor­
gana them gave up the keys, and all her pri{one~s, except
"Ziliantes, were fet at liberty.

After Orlando had atchieved this adventure, he fell with
Brandimart into the hands of Monodant, who bad long en­

deavoured
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Three days the norm with ceafelefs terro(s'rag"d,

And gave no token yet ofwradl aEuag"d;

The hoftile furge and wind's incteaftng power

From head to ftern the planks~d tackling tore; J'I S

And

_vowed to got Orlando into his power, in order to delivu
him up In Morgana, who, on tbefet terms, bad promifed to
rdlore his (on Ziliaotes : Brandimart pel"fuaded bia friend. to

mak.e hi& efcape, and remained behind in hill ftead. Or­
lando then repaired again to tAe enchanted dwe1liag of Mor­
gaI\i, wheQ. corning to the riTer and bJ"idg~, where he for­
merly encountered Arridano, be beheld a lady bitterly weep..
ing _ lamenlWg over the body of a dead dragon: while
Orlando ftood wondering at fuch , {pecbc1e, the lady took
the dragon in her arAls, and entering a' bark went into the
middle of the lake, and fuddenly di.fappeared. In the mean
time another lady accofted Orlando: this was Flordelis, wife
~ Brandimart, wlo now i~lared the affiftaace of the earl for
fter hulband, whom file fuppofed to be pri'OOef in the palace
of Morgana; but was to her great joy acquainted that Brandi­
mart had hecu already freed from that confinement, and that
Orlando had once more undertaken the adventure of the lake
to deliver Ziliantes from the fairy.

While Flocdelis was !Daking vows for the fuccefs of Or­
lando, the knight advanced towards a little gate cC:lDcealed
under a rock, covered over with thorns and brambles, by
which he lately left the fubterranean dwelling; through
this, after a long de(cent, he came to the place where the
golden king fat at the table, and pail on till he arrived at

the garden of Morgana, where he' raw the fairy by the fide
of the foulJtain, with the beautiful youth ZililUltes, whom file
Wa6 cardIing' with the titmoft tendernefs, ~ut whQfe face WlE

ftill

-.
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And. aat unbrolHe feem.'d tht ftorm to brave,

The failor hew'd and hurl'd into the wa:n.

One ~ands 'apart aad marks, with head declin'd,

The veID:l's courfe, as pale befide him 1hin'd

The
lOll impreJred with a deadly pahmefs, through the cruel rccoJ­

leaion of 1Iiso late dreadful metamorphoJis.
When Orlando, after having flain Arridano, had delivered

the prifonen, and departed,. MocganlJ, whole cruelty exceeded
her beauty. by the force of fpells and incantations transform­
ed the wretched Ziliantes into the fuape of a fearful'tkagon,

in order to place him as a gaard to the bridge; but whether
from a too powerful application of her fpells, or from what..
ever ether caufe, no fooner had the youth affumed his new

form, bat he uttered a loud cry and expired. The fairy, in­
confOlable at this event, carried him back with her to her ha..;
bitation, where by her powerful art file rettored him again .to
life and to his~ natural1hape.'

As foon as Orlando faw Morgana, he rulhed upon her,
and feized her by the locks, when 1he immediately had re­

courfe te fupplications, offering him infinite riches if he
would permit Ziliantes ftiH to remain with her; the knight,
deaf to all her entreaties, took Ziliantes by the hand, and led

him up the paffage by which he had defcended ; but before
he releafed the fairy, whom he fl:ill held by the lock, he

made her fwear by Demogorgon, the terror of fairiesa that

the never more would dillurb him with her incantations.

Morgana having fworn, defcended to her habitation, and

Orlando with Ziliantes came out at the entrance of the
rock, where they found Flordelis on her knees. All three

then departed together for the court of Monodant, where Or­

lando delivered Ziliantes. to his father, and where Brandi-
mart,
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The lanthorn's gleam, and one with careful fight

The hold examines by the torches' light. 3'2 I

One .at the prow, one at the ftern explores

The glaffes' rands that thow the waining hoursJ

And

mart, who had been ftolcn- away in his infancy, was difco­
vered to be the fon of Monodant, and elder brOther to Zili­
ates!'

02.1.. INN. Book i. C. niv. xxv. Book ii. C. vii. viii.
xii. xiii •

. Amidft aU the extravagant wildnefs of tb~e fiffions of
~mance, the claUic reader will difcover many incidents
totken from the heroic. and mythological fables of anti- .
quity. In perufil?g the adventure of the enchanted horn,.
atchieved by Orlando' in the. beginning of this narrative,

e~ery one muft remember the dragon of Cadmus, and the
bulls of Jafon. It has been already obferved. (fee Note to

Book vi. vcr. 2(i9.). that Spenfer had 4ndoubtedly in his eye
the palace of Morgana, whe,n he defcribed the riches of Mam­
mon; he has a man of golden mold, that, like the Italian
poet's iron guard, defends a palfage.

He brought him to a, darkfome narrow ftrait,

To a broad gate aU built of beaten gold;
The gate was open, but therein did wait
A fturdy villain ftrjding ftiff aad bold,

As if the h:igheft GOD defy he would;
In his right hand an iron club he peld,

.But he himfelf was all of golden mold, &c.
FAlllY Q.UEEN, Book ii. C. vii. ft. 40•.

Mr. Warton gives an account of a book, intitled Gefta

Romanorum, cb.te fuppofed to be about 1+73, where, among
3 many



And oft returns to learn the ve{fel's way,

How far her track, and how her bearings lay. 3'25

Then in the middle fhip, with chart in hand, }

Each haftens where th'· affrighted failor-band

Their pilot meet, and mutual aid demand.

Now

many wondemI ftories, is a flory, .the latter part of which
is very limilar to this dercent of Orlando to the palace of

Morgana.
~, There was an image in the city of Rome, whiclt

ftretehed forth its right hand, on the middle finger of whidl
was written STllIKE HEll!!. Foe a long time none could
underftand .the meaning of this myfterious infcription. At
length a certain fubtle clerk, who came to fee this famous.
image, obferved, as the ftln tbor,te againft it, the thadow of

the infcribed finger on the ground at fame diftance. He im­
mediately tOQ.Ic a Jpade, and began to dig exaCt1y on that
{pot. He came at length to a Bight,of ftep" which defcended
far under ground, and led him to a ftateJy palace: here ~
.entered a, hall, where was a kini and queen litting at a t2­

hIe with their nobles and a multitude of people, all cloathed
in rich garments j but no perfon [poke a word. He looked
.towards one corner, where he faw a polUhed carbuncle,
which illuminated the wbole room; in the oppotite corner
he perceived the figure of a man ftanding, having a bended
b~w with an arrow in his hand, as prepared to {boot. On
his forehead was written, I AM WHO AM, n,thing ~an tft(/jl

mJ jlroke, not even Jonder carounde which. jhinesfa hright. The
derk beheld all with amazement, and entering a chamber,
Jaw the moll: beautiful ladies working at the loom in purple j

but all was filcnee. He then entered a ftabl~ full of the

roof! excellent homs and affcs; he touched fome of t1)em,
and
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Now to Limitfo's fatal eoaft we {leer-j

(Thus one began) her dangerous fands appear t 3.30

See! Tripoli's fharp rock'S (another cry'd)

That ofc the velfel's {hatter'd planks divide.

One

rand they were immediately turned into lione. He next
furveycd all the apartments of the pa1ac::e, which.aboamdaI

with all that his willies' could de6re: :he again vifited the
hall, and now began to reflect how he Lbould return; but

(fays he) all my aport. of thefc: things wiH not be believed,

unlefs I (;arry fOmething back with me. He dmrefore took
fr()m the principal table a golden alp and.a golden knife,
and placed them in his bok>m jwhen the man, who ftood in

the corner wi1h the bow, immedimly filot at the carbWJcle,
which he Alattered into a tboufand pieces oj at that moment
;t Jxlcame dark as night: In this dar~f8, not being .able to

find his way, he remained in the fuDterranean palace, aDd
foon died a miferable death.t'

See WARTON'S Hillory of pgeu-y. vol. iii. p. xliv.

Ver. 282. This 'midjl th~ ij/t of t~Qrs ./ht jtrQlIgt/y l~pt,]

Rufcelli, the Italian commentator, has taken great pains to
reconcile the feeming impoffibility that Angelica ibould con­

tinue in poffefiion of this bracelet,
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One cries-Behold us on Satalia bome,

Which many a mu-iner has caufe to roGurA.

Each reafo.ns as he thinks, while eve'ry breaft 335'

Pal.e telTQl' and defpair alike poffefs'd.

Th' enruing moro, with grea.ter force prevail'd

The wind and fea that ftill the bark affail'd.

At once the wind the fuatter'd forefail tears,

And from the helm the fea the rudder bears. 340

Who fears not now mufl: bear a breaft of freel;

Or marble heart, unknowing how to feel.

Marphifa, 1he who danger late defy'd, .

No longer here hc;r fecree dread deny'd.

What, vows of pilgrimage the feameri fram~! 34S
To Sinai, Rome, Ettino's virgin-dame,

Galitil,

in his narrative: this may ferve, however, as one fpecimen. • '
among many others, of the genius of the Italian commenta­
tors, who would generally defend their favourite poet in the
moil glaring abfurdity.

Ver. 308. - Gryphon, AfJllilant~AJlolpho,-] Sanfonetto
is here omitted by the poet, though one of their company.

Ver. 329. N fJW to LimiJlo's fatal co.y1-] Called by the
ancients Syrtes j ce(tain dangerous rands on the confines of
Afric, near Egypt.

Ver. 34-6. - Ettino's virgin-dame,] Some fay, that by
Ettino is meant a certain church dedicated to the Virgin
Mary, built among the 'ruins of Aquileia; 'and fo - called

8 from
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Galitia, Cyprus, but o'er all fo dear,

That hallow'd tomb which Chriftian fouls revere !.­

Meantime aloft amidft the furging tide8)

'Amidft the clouds the groaning vefi"e! rides.- 350

The trembling pilot from the creaking'maR:

, The mainfail cuts, and now he bids to caft

From poop or prow, into the greedy flood,

Huge chc:fts and bales, with every ufe1efs load.

He clear'd each part, and to the roaring wave 355

Rich merchandize and !hining treafures gave•.

One ply'd the pump, fro,m ru!hing ftreams to free

The £hip, and to the fea. return'dthe fea.

Another watch'd where'er the furge he fpy'd

With lalhing force the plank from plank divide. 360

Four dreadful days, on mountain-billows caft,

The fea,men toil'd, and every hope 'was paft;

When fudden breaking on their raptur'd fight,

Appear'd the fpleridor of Saint Ermo's light:

Low

from Utino,a rock in the city. Others fay, that it is apJace

in Candia, .called Tino, where is a church dedicated to the

Virgin, famous for many imp~ted miracles. PORCACCHI.

Ver. 364-. - Saint Erma's light:J Natliralilh explain that
there light& which appear to failorsare from natural caufes,

and b.lieve that they not only are feen on the malls of ihips,

bUt al{9 011 the tops of lances in an army. _It is however

the
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Low,fetding OJ:). the prow, with ray ruehe

It fhone; for Inafts or fails no more Were feen.

The crew elated faw thedan.cing gleam; ,

Each, on 'his kne~s) ador'd the favouring beam;

And.-

the 6rm opinion or marin~rs, that tuch phamomeha are tent
as marks of favour from their proteClor Saint Ermo, whote
reJDains are held in great vt:neration at Gaeta. RU.S£ELU.

Camoens in his Lufiad defcribes thefe lights that are of­
ten feen in the time'of a florm: Gama, giving an account
of his voyage to the king of Melinda, fays:

Thofe dreadful wonders of the deep I raw
Which 611 the failors' breaGs with facred aWe! ;

And which the fages, of their learning vain,
,Efteem the phantoms of the dreamful brain: '
That living fire, by feamen held divine,
Of Heaven's own care in ftorms the holy fign,
Which 'midft the horrors of the tempeft plays;,
And on the blafts' dark wings will gaily blaze;
Thefe eyes diftinCl have feen' that living fire
Glide through the ftonn and round my fails afpire.

MICKLE, Book V.

" The ancients thus· accounted for this appearance:
The fulphureous vapours of the air, after being violently

,agitated,by a tempeft, unite,..zoC'wheJ'l the humidity begin,
to fubUd'e. as is the tate when the ftorm is alrnoft echayft:ed,
by the agitation of their atoms, they take fire, and are, at­
t~aded by ~h~ mafts attd .c()td~e of the filip., Being thus
'naturally thepled~es of the approaching <:aIm, it i$110 woo-

,VOl.. II. Ff ckr
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An.c;l begg'd, with trembling vQice and watery eyes,

A tru~e from thrcliteRing waves and raging tkies.

The fto~ (till then relendefs) ceai'd to~, 31 J

South,.EafrJ aDdblufteri4gNorthw~heard nomore;
Now reign'd [ole tyrant o'er the [eas extent,

Th' inclement We~, while from his mouth. he fc;nt

A powerful blaft, and with it urg'd along 375

The foamy current, terrible and ftroDg;

cler that the fuperllition of failon OJ.ould in aU agcli ha.ve
efteemed them divine;, and

Of Heaven's 0'0\'11 care in ftorms the holy lign. .

" In the expedition of the Golden .le~ce, in a violent
tcmpeft,' thefe fires were {een to hover over the beads of

CaRor and Pollux, who were two of the Argon~uts, and a
calm immediately eofued. After the apotheofis of thefe he­
roes, the Grecian failors invoked thofe fires by the na.mes of

Caftor and Pollux, or the f~ns of Jupiter. ,The Athenians
called them :I~T;jpfr, Sav;Qur-s.

Plio. Nat. Hift. 1. 2.-Seneca, Q!Jdl. Nat. c. i.-and
Ca:far de Bell. Afr. c. vi. mention thefe fires a9 ofttn feen
to ldight and .rca on the points of the fpears of the foJdiers.
By the French and Spaniards. they are <;alled Saint Hdme's
fires; anti by the Italians tb~dires of S~ind~eter.aqd Saint
N icbolat. Modem difccn'lU!ies have pi'o~d that: thefd ap­
P~'UCC\I..•e-Ihf: eleelric.fiuill attra~ by the ...fpiAllJ,c of
the ma.ft,· Of pt>iot of the fp<;ar." ." '

, ! Seq Mr. MI<:'K.).Jl'-s.nCMt to thcs above paGa~,1

.. ' ' ... :. LI!SIA»; 2d:l:di~ q '~'.' ":
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That draTe the ftyillg bai-"k. with rw1fte~ r.~ce

Than ftn'ngeh of wing' impels the faleob's CGuJRl,.
While the' pale pilot dtCR$'d his veft'cJt lolf,
Or driven beyond aut wnrld to OCel1~'s-Uttr»ft c:oa&

The wary feama~ hence his lkill appIy'd, 381

ADd from tho poop: amid the tumbling tid~

His:anchor c~: the' tnd1orOip'd at need
With ha\JU'er huge, 'abate! their feaFful fpeed.

By this, but chief by Hdaven's preterving aid, 38S

Whofe happy·ornen,.on the.prow dir,Iay'd,

Reviv'd their hope) the fh~p tecurely rodet

That eIfe: had funkehtomb'd beneath did flood.. .

Now from lAiazzo"s gt11ph the Syrian lands

They:fec, where high a peopled city f.bttds, 390

E>f'circuit witk ~ and nearer they furvey

A fort on either "fide to guard the bay.

5001\ ·ax::the pilot well the land· efpie~,

On his pale cheek tI'ft frighted colour dies:

He loaths the h£eful coaft-; yet would he~ 39S
The deep onc~ more~be knows nal how to By :
His -mafts and yards ar.e 10ft, and. rent away

Mi:~,rltib and tackling f'C8Ra"'rl o'et lile fea.

f~l~t¢ith, whtilrt'fat~ or"dai~s ~hefe- :C_fut1C:~ to' jain,
c:: • .- 'I.' '.'.1' •._ .• ' I .' •

Is mad~:~.;<;M'~,h~e, o,~ unpic.y~d ~~':'. ,. 400
F f 2 While
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While th~s ,they paus!d~the' feamezt fear'd to view
E.mbarking ffO,m the {h()(ea ,numerous crew, .. ,:

,With ve~Js.a{1ll'd, agtiltft tbeidhip unite, ::- I

Unfit for fea, but more unfit for' fight. " ,

. While thus in fearful doubt the 'pilot ftands 405

;Which courfe.to'takr, the'Englith knight demands

What fectet tho~ghts his wave-ring. breaft divide7

And why ~e '-Cought ,not in the port to 1"ide t:: :'
To whom the pilot thus-Yon hoftile ftrand· '

Is lin'd with women, whofe jnhuman ha.fJd, . 410

~y ancient'la-w; 'each ftranger-gueft configns'

To death reJentlefs, or in 'chain! confines,: .

He only 'fcapes, whofe arms in meafur'd field.. '/

Can make ten champions to his prowefs.ykld;. <.

And next, at night, a fafter ,conftiCt: prove, " -' 4- I r
To win ten femalcs:iri the, lifts of love. '

Should he t' atchiev:e' the fotmer ta1k fuffice, '.

But in the fecODd fail, -he {urd, dies!, ',',. '

J:I.edies.t aild;.,d.eftin'd ~o;ignQble toil., '" .~. ,

His .f~iends the cattle -ferd, ar (torn: the foil!, :, 420

Ver. fOg. To' ~hom iit p-;j~i~thia~hn"h~ii~ irand
, .' h 7ltrld'wiiJ1 "JVJ7Jft]J~~J' This nrangdlbr-yp(

the Am~~on~ is- ~~~~?: b~ .fOUild, i~:Bpyafdo., AriQ{t9jnr ~hf
table feems to have blended the accounts of the Amazons
of ahtiquity with ilii>~ ;';-':tlie women'of 'r;M6s~bJlm ,'~

~ ~ In

,
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In hdth, the -rrlal!,lftould fucc:ef~ enfue, ':'.' '!' . ~

He gains kill:frdedom forhi~ fodil-a-ew, ~

Himfe1ftiitftee...,.for :httfbana.-;he rdriams' ~.\

Of ten fBir,remalesJ;l1'9.~.cnojce ordains.'. (;--,: r

AftoJpho·heard, 'nofcetflU frorti lauihtttho1'el '425
At :this ftrange ciJftorrt, by the pilet ,t()f€!,': -', ,:: 'r

Now Sanfonetto, . noW 'Marphifa 'near," ~;~:' ,: ;'

Now Gryphon with his brother came.toheEl'f·' ,'l

Why:tbus aloof th<dhatter'd bark remam'd, . I, .:'

Nor'wirhher crewth~ inviting harbour 'gaih'd~ 430
Here letrrie perim'(itIMithe pilot fpOKi:r: 1 ~~ '; , ~

Ere boW'my neck t~ 'fuch ignoble ydke.'-' ,; -,"

Alike'with him a'gre&f the failor C!~;,.: :.;' ~ I;: :.T
. I

Not.rd'Mllrphifa'and~he·wariike fe~'j" .,.,.' .1A

Fat otbttr ,they, ~ho .ra~It:d~tm'd .th~ aJdr~r:-; . 'ft-35:
Befet with ahps,' th'ah.l~ where' temp~ :rol1t jf ::A

WhO mo~e ..tl\e billows,fear;d and wreckin'g:f~&d& ' ,.:..
Than weapons b1l&ri'diar'd 'm a hundred:'haodt: -'. ~

This_everY placie..:.:.dtey held feeure.from· War" :,'

Whereertheir grafp :coultl'Wi~dt'he'f~otd tJr fpea~'

Eager they burn~the)hoftile£hand to' gain j' " .4411

But England's warrior,'-(areItl<>ft oli th'C trald,: ,' ....

Demands to:Iand"; his magic horn he ktne'N'j:. -' '.

(If arms ihould fail).Would evet4y f'6~ ktOOae. "r

F f 3 :, Now
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Now divers ~~.t~y W'lf~ *,~O\t~y.~~ #J
To make ~hJ! pprt,,~ lo~qJ, qQe.~Ily'¢. _. "'"

At length th~ p~, 1frg~~y .-tl:.@118"J fORe~ : .

Un1Villing ~ ~~c; h.rb9w #w.p'd.~ ~f.fJ;'· ;.; ':."
: W~JJ PRl ¥~q~r'~ pn" ~e. 4iIt~~·,ft~t. J: (

Full in thc ~~l ~~·s ;9ie~ tJwy ilQod, ":~S-

The mariners ~h~hl " .,~\qr ,l",ve
The laI\<4J ._wi .ith ~ 4rmv· J:h~.Qmowli ~t~~~; .
T' affaiJ t~ir wretch4fd h~~, ~hil~ !\WefQl,'~

'Yn(:crr&ilJ'f~m~s their ji\triog PI:~Jl :rRVPly'd,

Now to thfJ JlI'9'f~ ft~rp th' ~~~.~~~~- ·H5

Huge cable~ ij~ ~C! J~~8~ t4~ ~ill8.rwij"

Impel the ~~~~ tU\ \JrS
J.4 1Dl ftrenp 9f.'Q~:::­

And drawn w~t~ ~I it l ..i~:i1~JF.Pgth ~~ ,~CJl,.

Me.ntim,:\he. ~igh~li "~r: Jj.~~·itl a.rm'lIl' ~~~ ,
And 111 t.~,br licJl!a sb.e tf)lty {31f;hjo~ plaat, '. :460

Andttriv:e, ltM d~\lfltld& lilPu and words, to:c:heer
The, pilbt's.dotl-nts and eafc tIle[caDteft~~ ..

Tit' fp~iOWi h&rhour.lik~,a.:..ud"c~1l1~.

4n4 (o'iJ.f btnS :n1ika Sn .wlndiAg tQ.tIfh: extellds :

}t'rCml hOJ;JU9 .h~fQ lJ QlU'rQW rttouth :appears.: ~J
And at "I§b. ~l!n 3 bt i~li (,,!linmi~ rears, '

T1le nati~ff~ ~G*' Cl~ e'c/f- prevaU
. Till fwt_~•.Q fmm "'C K>uth t~ir walls aIlail.

, Built
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Built like a theatre in wide extent '

The'circling city rea~h-'d the hill"s defcent. +70-

No fooner enter'd, when, by rUmOur-bloWn,:, .

The 1hip's arrival through the land was known,
And arin'd with bows in all the drms af.-at,
Six thoufand females to the' port repair.

A range of1hips from rock to rock d~y place, . 475

Each hope of Bight from every brtd:. to chace,

And with huge chains, prepar'd for fuch dcfign,

Clofe up the mouth, and all within coniine.

A hoary matron, who in length of years

Like Hecuba Ql' Cuma's maid appears, _ 480

The pijot call~.. and wills him to reply -

If there his wtetch-ed partners chufe to die i

Or wifer, as the country's laws declare,

Submit their necks the fervile yoke to bear- ?

To each the choice is offer'd - there to fall '485

With freedom --Of f~rvive in hopelefs thrall.

'Tis true, fhould one among(\: you dare engage

(She cries) with tell th' unequal fight to wage:

Thefe 1hould, he Oay, and pe)lt in ,one fhort night

Woo ten fair damfels (0 the nuptial rite, 490

With us a fovereign's rank he 1hall poffefs, -

And you, if fuc:h you~ will, depart in peace:

F f 4 Or
,
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Or all, or part, fecurely.her.e may. live;

The choice i,l.yours, and there the terms we give:

Whp here jq. freedom would r~main, mutt wed 41-9 S

Ten female$ to partake his marriage bed, .

But fhould 'p>ur champion in the :lifted field~

Though living, to tb~ ten ip prowefs yield,

Or want Iqe powers the fecond· prize t<) gain,

We. will that you be Oave$ And he b, (laUi. 500

The bcldame.thqs; but w4ere the deem'd to meet

With da1,1Dt or terror, found a dauntlef:; he~t

In every knight: each on· himfelf relics,

ARd hopes in either lift to win the pri-ze.

No lefs Marphifa's hear.t with courage glows, 50S

Though for the fecond· tafk qer [ex {he knows

But ill prepar'd, -yet hopes {he to fupply

With fword the gifts that Nature might d~ny.

Their anNver then, in general council weigh'd,

The pilot to'the hoary dame cORvey'd: . 510

Tltat one amoagft them frood prepar'd to· prove

The ·tao< of battle firft2 and then of love.

No ·niore.oppos'd, the feamen now.fecure·

Their anchor! and· on land the verrel moor.

The bridge is caft, and' from the deck proceed 5 IS

The fhining warrior and 'the prancing··fieed~

. . Amidil;



Amidft t~c; city ,with furpr.ife they view) ;' :, ".,

The mjghty'·numb~sof.the:female -erew; " : :" " '.

With fhor~n'J:v~re pan on horfe~ck fwarm '
Or in the cro~ fquare.,like,warrioJ;s, arm. :.' S~C;>

The men ~Ol' [pear, n~ (W.Qfq, ,are feen tQ. bear,

Nor oug~~,of w.<:,apoq& that ~rta4n ,to wat, :,',
SllV~ on~y '~~{r:-~A~ ,thc;k" 'AA late I told, ",'
(So, a~i.ePt -eu{lom :wil~) their lance. hOikl:

I '

The reft.attend the, loom, the needle ply. " , "S-1s
Or twi(t t~~ wool, or cull the various ,dY~~1 '"

I ....

Adown their limbs long matJ'QIi-ga;rmei::LU'~ow•.

Theirmi_en is'feminine, their pace is Qow. '" '

Some kept ~n" chains, at will, their tyrants' fend

The lands to, culture, and the herds to'~nd..,., .530

Few are:the ~es, and fcarce the region roune:t .
A hund~ for.a thoufand females found.

The knigh~who.deem'd by lot to fix his name,'

Whore :armlmight for the reft the combat claim,

'Would from the chance the martial dame- withhold,

Ey fex unfit amidft their names enroH'd 536

Both palms to win;' but· file'with noble pride

Will with .Aer· peers~the fated [(lroll abide:' "

On her it fell-I firft in' fight will die' '," :.

Ere you (1hecry~d)'in cruel'bc>ndagc lit:' '::: 54-0

• MAaPJUSA.
This
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This ftee! (jnd as the (Pole 'he~ ttuly 'fwOrd
She grafp'et-)' your-pledge '~·fattty·fh'all1tfford :

Wlfll~ls:I:Wiean eatthfatlil tye to'Ioore-~''': .
At AltDPMler tnt·'fut!~aa .~~ ..

While ~lIttl1:tft<lure9;ItO ftrllhgcr ~U~:lift S4S

Of this dire law and 'ertieliland c:ompFain.

Thus fhe ; la'fld. what!:her (.vonririg fortune fends

Each knight ,tlow&,'and t&h~ arm ctlmmends

The gloriQ~s.chargtffutth -numtrous foes to brave,

And fall illY :t>attle;·dr 'tfteifi fte~ont five. : 550

Neli .re."ctaQ M1ff:ail aiid!cUirif-s engbt~·

She hafteas bo the field,: 8Jld"claiius-'the ftght. :

Fat inehe city \VaSa. fquare anclos'd,: ,

And ~e.t spatt, with:feats. around. di~l)~

To PU:tde the vulgar herd with many a fray . 555
Of wreftlidg,tournament. and martial'play.

l"~ brazen gates, that: opeD in the .plitct,

Admi~ the prefs~ while: throUgh the crowded (pace

Arm'd~~les Wong,w!lt.reblendi.g hope and fear

j'hey bid Matphifa in the ·fift' JLppeltlr. 560

The virgin enters on a 4lappltd Reed.

Of colour. grey, of more than common b,reed;

Small wa~ hii head) his;j$ints wert !trangly kni~

r~udly Re.J>~'dJ aad champ'4 ,~fro.t.1ly bitj

f 0 ~ ,~ ,\ ", .. Fire

_ .4$4'
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Fire .fla~';qldA~ ~os.-i-1:ht,JrCHP.a tboufood 1llm'C;

e[f:ellewms-Jlrllia i4 :NQ.r~d~1).o~,$.JWf~:. L-,;~"

The monarch~aad)dCfelr.'dwith ~rl\ppingSbrave.

The regN; pr¢f~ rpJ\hffllifJ\vgavf\..) . ,,' '1 : .

.Who, e!Neflng:.M:;.he, fO\.lthi~hcre on, tho gate" ,

- The mid~qf}Y fuRJJ@j .(f;,904- frijl ~.~~ tntfgi: to.w:Ut; .•

Npr waitN lO~i' }v"J1~~~~·Jll~rp.andd.ear, ''-S71
The: lr~Il).'p«~s c}~ ~\l~ i~.e¥~ry ¢31'•.. ,}': : ..... " J, ••

Th~n fi'~ the P9J:t lU' of ~fte Jlil.r:d~I,:RleJaw .:: .- :~:'­
Her ten ~pQnents.. to the, Combat .cilnwr•. ' ...." .:....

The Qift.tiold~b4who. la~d(hi'n1&lf ahoft,.. 575 .
Sauii~.d: ib JUs '.arln.t4~c"-f:~ holift. " I' •

T~ lift he enter'd on a courfer's back. '-"

Of.ftrugeft &al'llc. and mQro thailrS;ven black, .'

Save that'~&ont andhindmae!· foot eifplarcl .

Some Ihow::white hairs amidO: the'du1kflhade.: SSo
Clallltke hil jid in fable weeds Qfwoe
TW: .dl3r.().pi.~ (}ml¢, ~9· if' h.e fl)~Mt to fuQW .
Ao t=n\blem pf..h" (lWI\ diJ.trciliful.ftftte, .-""
1I0w fmall- bi' f;;Slm(wt. aod hi4 griefs bow peat I :..

Thf ·trW1)p~t',~"n4f.J.a,,d ·to. dIe cha~, addl'efs'll.
At Qnce nine ~\rf.i.er-§;·pl~~ t~ l~in rei:l: . 58'­

)Jut h~ tM mQUfijjI\i lplitlht~ whofe n~~ bw't
pifdain3 th' ~_dv~tagr~ ilaQd$ awhile apl\ltl

. HQwe'CJI



How'et compeU'.d· in fucb a-hatefUl ·caufe,

lldOlv'd in this his'will'O\ould 4'ten4;'tieeIlMsr.·5!J i

Apart; h.e·ftand$, the conflidl: ~f~:, ';'. '.. '1

And fee one lance 'With-Dine difputt ·the day. :

The ~edwith eaiY'paee, and ftdIfdy.force !

Bore·me brave' virgin: to: th' '~equalfcQurfe,
~o \9ieided in her1grafp fO'h!lge a.fpear, '59l I

Scarce four. fuffic'd 'th~ enorm:bu,'~iglit to rcllr.

This from the ibip wfth ,willy ohoitc! 1h~ bore,

The ftouteft beam amidfu a Auatel1nlH'ftQre.,·

S,o fierce: {he. arne, ;with: f"h'a d~tfa;lOok;

A thoufalitl c1acek&.gnrw)palc;.:a ltho.uimd,-
1hook. . ' .. L .. 1UO·....... !~. L·; )". 6co

Swift-.through the' firft, IS Mihis> fenOefd's brcaft
No armour wore, tM·fuI,ious. fmc} Jhtl prefs~.

Hi~ iron-plated fuield',:' with heng.h ill1ptU'd".,

The weapon pafs'dand:tbrougit, the.cuirafs held;

The point dNWe. an,-till fmear'd with ..itf,l blOod,

Through back and·breaft a.footbchind it ft~.606

The v~tgirt left -the w~khed warrior flain,

And tutn;'d'againft:;ther~£twith -laOfen'd rein:

Agiinft the fe<;~ bold advancing foe, .

And nett:.t1\e thi!'d~ '{he dealt fo fierce ablow, 610

That eiilie·t'~'fpinal bone the weapon' broke,

Ant! 'bmh at once their feats and life forfoek.
Together

, ,
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T'O.gether flOW' theretnnant ftX.: eiigag'd .'.
tqe gallant maid); and war united·wag'd.:: ... ­

i..o'haye. I feen a bomb the ranks divide,.' . 6IS

As fierce Marphifa pierc~d the martial tide:

Againft her:coiJlet javelins fnapt in vain, '.

While 1he unmov'd could ·every fhok.e fuftain..:

In tennis thus not more the fencing wall

Refifts the impulfe of the bounding ball. I ... 6~o

In vain the force of hoftile weapon fought . '.:

To pierce ,her arms of pureft· temper wrought;

By'magic wrought- in Styx's burning ftcam,

And hiffing plung'd'in black Avernus' ftream.

Now at,the'barrier bounds awhile {he ffay'd; 6~5

Thenwheel'dher.courfer, and with brandifh'd blade

The reft affail'd, her victory purfu'd,

And to the dbows dy'd her 'arins. in blood.

From this a hand, from that the lops the head :

On one the l ghaftly fwor<;l fo j uft. is "fped:, ., .6~o

Head, arms,;-and ·br.eaft fall fe:ver~d Ofl the. p~ain i .

The legs and 'belly on' thefteed remain. '.

Th\ls half the man (a dreadful fight) aPl?~ar'd :.' .: ..~

So holy pil~rims, .to the faint rev~r'd, .
. , . '. . ..• ~.;I. 1 ,.. .' .' .- '.. . . '" ~. . ~ .... ,. I'" t ,.r of

:::...,' '.:: ':1" :'":,ci·,": \"ci .: .. ~;:~ ~a; ..11 ;.., .. f.·.~ :,,:'!i-:~~c

Ver. 634Jl"l8'61~Jij' pi}gt{l!,.s,.,~ II :Thrs 1tirti'Pi~e' ,It-:.
lwfi( to the cuftom in the Romi1h church of making limbs

Qf
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For membe1ts hcaP.d. i1f wu or fdYu franc 61$1
The parts 'reftor'd;.~d ill their patron's: name '

Sufpend th.epiuasgiftto him whore aid-they claUh,

One, as tie lift· he 8ed, the fwift piJi-fo'd,

And ere he frach'd the midft, afander hew'd

His kead and bleeding trunk, that never an .'~o
Of furgeon coold fuffiCe to clofe the pan:.

Thus by her valour each; in tum was. tliiA-,

Or lay euendcd~s On the plain,

That weU fhe knew he- newr marc' cOllld reD'

The maar buddu' or the poiAcelf [pear.. '6+5

Tbe knight, who in the lift -retir'd 'a10D~

khe1d ~he nine by aRe" brave arm 'o'erllmJwn, .

NoW' {put,'d bis item to" 1how not fear detain'if;

But courtefy his generous. um rc:ftr&in'd;

Then be<:koning ",ith his. hand he firft began 650
To alk.· a:parley ete tb.e courfe he raA; .

Aad little thinking ('hat with man's array~

Comeal!d- in martial weeti! a virgin llly,-

Graceful he· fpokcf- 'f.:hy fpitits'J.'valiant knight,

May iur-tly tkQe>p lR Jf~h- uneq.ualf- fight; '55'
. .4.... .'" .. ' ,

~f ~u, ~vory, ~r filver, which the pilgrims hang ~p as an
otering dedicated to the Saint, by whom the patients are

!1Ijp~f~ ili9n\lA ~~~lJd ~ ~Y..~(~a(e ..o\}t~~e(s .• : , ) . _~ ,
:>r:!Il.. ;r ~,,; J.;,' ':.> ;:J.'; .. (,...... _~, .,'" ~i't:1l)fh:j :> ••:.V Mbr!
';)
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Nor w~ll I 'barely now in. arms dppofe ..

That ftrength already [pent. with ~rouS' fQC4.

Till OlOi'n I give thee frPl.11 the~ld to rei, _ -­

Then may'ft thou tU1'Jl: to frdher ftrife add.ttfs~d: .­

So lh~ll my [wOrd a nabl~ .combat "claim,:. '. 660

~ot with ttty vigour fpent pollute my_fllrbe~ " .

To warlike toils theft: limbs have: long- bembred;.

N'or have l·toi!'d fo_ fat. fMarpl1i.ia [aw). ..

But t~ thy coft~ I truft, thou foon fhah find -.

My Ilerve and fpirit of a nobler .kind.. " 66"-s.
Thy word~ the proffer' of a CQU~US b1:eeft,.

I praifc:,.. but feek not yet fe fooo to: reft.:; , .

Sti1llhines the- day, aQ(} 't.werea fhame fur.knight'

To lore in. Uoth the )let N:maini~g light.· .

The {hanger then_O! that mywoe·ftruek 'minct

Go~d gUn. as fure each good it pants·to:find, 67.1_

As thou frQlll me. thy fill of ar1Jl91h.~lt tiUte; .'

And find:penhaiK¢ U1e:WJ;.y'.. too' quickly wa(te•.

fie. faid j. and· ·ifl\tt :tWC1) beamy; la~esb. YINOught ~

Like ponderous mafts, he bids wid. fpec.<l' be brought;

To bold::M..,mfaij hftnd the cbPic¢r~ljJi¥.eA., 67r,.

The-fpear .whicJ,lLhe r~~i>hiraf<lf:J"MGi!~: ~;i;iA

The trumI*"tJl'!i~l~.(~1:rllr1h.g"t~~~~~

Eart:~:ai:h;qd.re.a~'t~ t~~..jng.~ar_bi9~1J4.'3

.i.: :::;;;:...: J;i2)i :)lb .bns tb'l'VO:>'l ,oW~
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With eyes unmov'd each mute affiftant fUnds; 6io

No word, no-breath, is heard through all the bands:

So fix'd was each to mark with longing gate,

Which knight would win the palm ofknighdy praife.

, Marphifa aims her fpear with matehlefs force"

To hurl the fable warrior from his hor(e, 685

No more to rife; nor lefs the fable foe

Thinks with a thruft to,lay Marphifa low.

Like faplers oziers'fcem'd 4ach lance's length,

Not form'd of chofen alb with maffy ftren~th:

Up to the ret\: they,1hiver'd with the ftroke; 690

And either:fteed confefs'd the mighty fhock:

At once, -.as if a: fcythe .with [weepy force, '

Had cut the nerves, ~ownflHlkeachflound.'ring hone.

Marphifa, at her firft dault, had known

A thoufand warrio&:'S from their faddle thrown, 695

And {he, who ne'er before receiv'd defeat, .

Now (ftrange to tell !) was tumbled' from'ber fear..

Struck with the. chance, with ·mpre than 'rage op-

prefs'd, . .

A fudden madn~fs fcem'd t',enflalm.her.,breaft:

Alike the.fable knight appcar'd t() grid'tr, - 700

Not' tightly wont in field- his feat to leave.,

ScarCelii1d~ytouch'dt'he gi-ourtd,:wh~ithfril:oad

, GH1&>[ recover'd, and the fight renew'd.

Each
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Each weapon's edge and point by turns they ply'd ; ,

With 'f~ord and fuield they fenc'd, or leap'd afide 70S

Tci fuun the fhoke: the well-aim'd ftroke rebounds;. .
The il:rokethat rnifs'd, in hiffing air refounds.

In fecret to herfe1f Marphifa faid :

In happy hour for me this warrior ftay'd,

Nor in the fight his nine companions led, 710

This day might elfe have mix'd me with the dead; ­

Since now, fore labouring in the doubtful ftrife,

Scarce from his fi"ogle arm I 'guard my life:

Marphifa thus, yet ceas'd not, as fhe [poke,

To wield her fwordand ward each coming ftroke.. :

Not lefs the ihanger thus.his fortune blefs'd: .716'

In happy hour this knight 'refus'd to reft;

Since now I fcarce defend me from his might,

Already wearied with fa fierce a fight.

Had he with morn his vigour loft: renew'd, ., ,"0'

What fortune might have'then my ~rms purfu'd.! ~ :.

Great were my riik in'this contefted plac~,

Had he accepted late my proffer'd grace..

The battle lafted till declining light,

Nor feem'd th' advantage to the dame or.knight;

And now fa deep the {hades increa'fing grow, '] 26 .

Not this, nor that, can ward the threatening blow. ~

VOL. II. G Ii Now
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~$.19' ~{kl1~(i 'ilqs~-whM ~ t~ gl~r~ iI¥l~

~~th courteQus $i~n the.§elle~l1s lWMriQr ~i~.

What can we.more, linc;e night obtrodes her veil,

While ¥ct -the blJttle ~ngs in equal £Cale ~ 7J.I

Then hear-O chief! aWhile ,prolQng thy ·life,

At leaft till JJl~rn rev~,th.e fl~hle !trite:

If to thy waiting dlllyB ~.liQgle night

I AAly graot-:-DO ·hlam1e Qfl me .mllft light: 73&
Cor'ukmn. the law of this p.eGJ.t~f~ n,CiC,

The femde fes: -ti~t Juk $is-lijJ:ted p~~e.

But HE, fr-omw~no·~~ W-fJF~·qmc,.,Js~

-KI)~s jf for th.ee ~ad thipe my~bo~ feels.

T1l~ ~ml. chy ~fol)0f'ls m~'& with me rJ¢r~, 740
With Qther$ danger will thy" betide.

Again~thee Jl<>,w'(-Qnfp-~'~hel~~jtletL'ain,

Whore hufbands :by \hy cEiOlJqijeA;IDg h~p.d~e fl~in.

Fd:>I:know dw t:~c~, ~4pp.y t~yax:m lies dc:ad,

Te~~~sp~W~: ll'pce .ni~etyfeqta.le~ led 745

To feek rC!v~n.ge.(q~lefs Vllth:Ille you .rq\:)

Might in tllc4:~ ofn~hty.Q1,1I Ileep moleft.

Marphifa t~-I 'iJladlyfflaJl. re~ei.\le

.Th,e!fair cltfylwp whic.\1 ,tll~u deign'~ to g~ve :

SCtvre .n§~e{~H:p. viftuo~ f4ith to ~d 750

As Juits~~PJ'w;md .e~~t~~ Inj~ !.
, .

'l\1ourn
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J

Mourp' A.Ot ~y -~,~ HQ9ID'9 .1!Q'~)by 4~"

Thy 0~1l"~~~7.lPt\y4W~,tl, fJ1~fr ,'il~)

NO~'lf~J1 ~ ~hig~ FiS ~~ W,y~.~~,
With mi~ ~Q~.P;u-~~t,.1~y.Hrlfa;rpieH~~r)~~. "75S
Then, as thou wilt, the combat urge or fray j

Or;~et;t:p:y ~9~~..l~SR-t,:Ql :p-yJiJW.t of 4:w:
Whate'er t~i~~..,:.~p'p'ld.!ID=-t~YIQ;~Jil

Each hour a warrior's duty to fulfil.

Un~nifu'd thus they left the glorious fight, 760

Till from the Ganges fhone the golden'light.

To Aquilant, to Gryphon, all the train

Of gallant champions, came the knight humane,

With generous ,fuit to e3:~h by turns addrefs'd,

Beneath his hofpitable roof to-reft. 765
All gladly yield, and, now with chearful blaze

Of torches' light, the lord his guefts conveys

To reach his regal dome, where every room

With fplendor fuone and labours of the loom.

Now from each head the martial helmet rais'd,

'The two brave combatants with'wonder gaz'd. 771
The frranger-knight was frefh and fair of hue,

His downy cheeks but eighteen fummers knew.

The virgin marvell'd much his arm could wage

~uchdreadful battles in fo green an age: 775
Nor
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Nor lefs he wonder'd, when her hc1munclos'd

Her flowing locks and beauteous fex expos'd,

His foe but late !-now each with like demand'

Enquires the oth~'s actions, name, and land.'

But who the youth, awhile to reek forbear;' 780

The book enfuing ~al1 his name declare.

END OF'VO L. II.
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