
PEOPLE MENTIONED IN CAPE COD

CONCORD’S “NATIVE”1 COLLEGE GRADS:

REVEREND SAMUEL SYMON WILLARD

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION, 
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

1. Only those native to (which is to say, born in) Concord, Massachusetts — and among those accomplished natives, only those 
whose initials are not HDT.
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CAPE COD: After his marriage with the daughter of Mr. Willard
(pastor of the South Church in Boston), he was sometimes invited
by that gentleman to preach in his pulpit. Mr. Willard possessed
a graceful delivery, a masculine and harmonious voice; and,
though he did not gain much reputation by his ‘Body of Divinity,’
which is frequently sneered at, particularly by those who have
not read it, yet in his sermons are strength of thought, and
energy of language. The natural consequence was that he was
generally admired. Mr. Treat having preached one of his best
discourses to the congregation of his father-in-law, in his usual
unhappy manner, excited universal disgust; and several nice
judges waited on Mr. Willard, and begged that Mr. Treat, who was
a worthy, pious man, it was true, but a wretched preacher, might
never be invited into his pulpit again. To this request Mr.
Willard made no reply; but he desired his son-in-law to lend him
the discourse; which, being left with him, he delivered it without
alteration, to his people, a few weeks after. They ran to Mr.
Willard and requested a copy for the press. ‘See the difference,’
they cried, ‘between yourself and your son-in-law; you have
preached a sermon on the same text as Mr. Treat’s, but whilst his
was contemptible, yours is excellent.’ As is observed in a note,
‘Mr. Willard, after producing the sermon in the handwriting of
Mr. Treat, might have addressed these sage critics in the words
of Phædrus:–

       ‘En hic declarat, quales sitis judices.’

                                                      Lib. v., Fab. 5.

REV. SAMUEL SYMON WILLARD

PEOPLE OF
CAPE COD
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January 31, Friday (1639, Old Style): Samuel Symon Willard was born in Concord to Mary Sharpe Willard, 
the 1st wife of Major Simon Willard.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

1640
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The land which is now under Concord’s Colonial Inn facing the town common, up to this point, had been 
owned by the Reverend Peter Bulkeley (1). His son, the Reverend Edward Bulkeley (1), had removed to 
Concord from his church in Marshfield in 1658, and would in 1660 be designated to succeed his deceased 
father as the reverend of Concord.

In this year Samuel Symon Willard, son of Major Simon Willard, a Concord merchant living on Lee’s or 
Nawshawtuck Hill (Gleason F6) and charged by the community to deal militarily with the problem posed by 
the presence of a racial and ethnic other (native Americans), received his Harvard College diploma. He would 
become a minister of Groton and eventually his father would relocate there to reside with him.

Samuel Willard one of the most eminent ministers in New England
was son of Major Simon Willard and was born in Concord January
31, 1640. He was graduated in 1659 and ordained at Groton, Mass.,
in 1662, from whence he removed to Boston when that town was
destroyed by the Indians in March, 1676, and was installed as
colleague pastor with the Rev. Mr. Thacher, over the Old South
Church, April 10, 1678. He officiated as Vice President of
Harvard College, from September 6, 1701, till his death. He died
September 12, 1707 aged 67. His son was Secretary of the province
39 years, and his grandson, Joseph Willard, D.D., LL.D., was
President of Harvard. The notices in “History of the Old South
Church,” and other works, are so copious, that any further
account here is unnecessary.2 3

1659

2. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
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Henry Dunster died.

3. Per the History of Groton by Caleb Butler, 1848, page 444: Rev. Samuel Willard and his wife, Abigail Sherman married August 
8, 1664. Children:
1. Abigail Willard b. July 5, 1665. (m. Samuel Estabrook)
2. Samuel Willard, Jr. b. Jan. 25, 1667.
3. Mary Willard b. Oct. 10, 1669.
4. John Willard b. Sept. 8, 1673.
5. Elizabeth Willard b. Dec. 27, 1674.
He was the 2nd Minister of Groton, Mass. & ordained there July 13, 1664 - “a church gathered at Groyton and Mr. Willard ordained” 
(pages 155-157, Butler’s Hist. of Groton.) He m. Abigail Sherman Aug. 8, 1664, granddaughter of Lord Darcy, Earl of Rivers, 
England & after her death he m. Eunice, the dau. of Edward Tyng. It is said he had twenty children six by Abigail Sherman and 
fourteen by Eunice Tyng. The Hon. Josiah Willard, Secretary of the Province by appointment of the King, for 39 years was his son 
& the late Rev. Joseph Willard, Pres. of Harvard 23 years was his grandson. Rev. Gershom Hobart succeeded him as minister of 
Groton.
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The Massachusetts Bay Colony enacted a law banning all printing except that done under strict license, in 
Cambridge. It appointed Daniel Gookin and the Reverend Jonathan Mitchell as the first licensers of this press 
— and Gookin declined.

In Concord, Thomas Brooks was again deputy and representative to the General Court.

Samuel Willard of Concord, son of Major Simon Willard and a graduate of Harvard College, was ordained at 
Groton.

In her old age Squaw Sachem had become blind, and in this year she died. In all probability, her death, since 

1662
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she was not white, was not one of the four listed as having occurred in Concord in this year. 

Marriages Births Deaths

1656 3 11 —

1657 3 11 3

1658 3 6 3

1659 2 10 4

1660 6 11 3

1661 2 12 6

1662 4 14 4

1663 5 14 4

1664 4 11 2

1665 7 13 6

1666 2 22 6

1667 8 15 6

1668 4 21 5

1669 4 24 5

1670 2 21 2

1671 6 22 7

1672 5 20 3

1673 6 29 6

1674 3 20 5

1675 5 21 11

1676 4 13 13

1677 11 22 6
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A remaining group of probably fewer that 100 of her tribe lived in Concord under the subordinate headman 
Tahatawan, along the far bank of the stream from Egg Rock down to Clamshell Bluffs4 with farmlands behind 
their homes. They had their Nashobah Plantation, around Nagog Pond approximately 11 miles to the 
northwest, near what would become Littleton, but evidently were still too fearful of further Mohawk raids to 
be able to reside there. In this year Lieutenant Joseph Wheeler petitioned the General Court to grant to him 
200 acres out of these native lands, but this petition was denied. Eventually the Nashobah would move to their 
reservation, where they would reside for approximately four decades until they were removed back to Concord 
during the frenzy of “King Phillip’s War”. At that point 58 would be remaining: 12 men and 46 women and 
children. Back in Concord, they would pitch their tents on the property of John Hoar.

Lieutenant Joseph Wheeler, by trading with the Nashobah Indians,
became their creditor, and petitioned the General Court, in
1662, for a grant of 200 acres of land at the southerly part of
their plantation [Nashobah Plantation] as payment for his debt;
but it was refused. In 1669, he, with several inhabitants of
Concord, petitioned for a tract of land at Pompasitticutt; and
the Court appointed him, with John Haynes of Sudbury, William
Kerley of Marlborough, James Parker of Groton, and John Moore
of Lancaster, a committee to view it and report at their next
session. This report was made May 11, 1670; and it was found “to
contain 10,000 acres of country whereof about 500 is meadow. The
greater part of it is very mean land, but we judge there will
be planting ground enough to accommodate 20 families. Also there
is about 4000 acres more of land that is taken up in farmes,
whereof about 500 acres is meadow. There is also the Indian
plantation of Nashobah, that doth border on one side of this
tract of land, that is exceedingly well meadowed, and they do
make but little or no use of it.”
George Hayward,
Joseph Wheeler,
Thomas Wheeler,
John Hayward,
William Buttrick,
Sydrach Hapgood,
Stephen Hall,
Edmund Wigley of Concord,
and Joseph Newton
and Richard Holdridge,
petitioned for this tract of land; and it was granted to them,
“to make a village, provided the place be setteled with not less
than ten famyles within three years, and that a pious, an able,
and orthodox minister be maintained there.” Daniel Gookin,
Thomas Danforth, and Joseph Cook were appointed “to order the
settlement of the village in all respects;” and the various
proceedings in relation to it resulted in the incorporation of
the town of Stow, May 16, 1683;5 which has since been found able
to accommodate more than twenty families!6

4. Henry Thoreau would visit Clamshell Bluffs many times, examining not only the broken shells left by previous inhabitants, but 
also fragments of pottery, and a stone tool. Clamshell Bluffs is now beneath the asphalt of the Emerson Hospital parking lot.
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July 13, Wednesday (Old Style): The Reverend Samuel Willard was ordained as the 2nd Minister of Groton: “a church 
gathered at Groyton and Mr. Willard ordained” (pages 155-157, Butler’s History of Groton).

(Eventually he would be succeeded as minister at Groton by the Reverend Gershom Hobart.)

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

5. Twelve “foundation lots,” containing 50 acres of upland and 15 of meadow, were at first granted in the following order:— to the 
Minister, Boaz Brown, Gershom Heald, John Buttrick, Ephraim Hildreth, Thomas Stevens, Stephen Hall, Samuel Buttrick, Joseph 
Freeman, Joseph Darby, Thomas Gates, and Shadrach Hapgood. Others were afterwards granted.
Others were afterwards granted:
John Wetherby, Dec. 18, 1679.
Richard Whitney, sen. June 3, 1680.
James Wheeler, April 8, 1681.
Moses Whitney, April 8, 1681.
Henry Rand, Jan. 13, 1682.
Isaac Heald, Jan. 13, 1682.
Israel Heald, March 13, 1682.
Benj. Bosworth, Aug. 7, 1682.
Thomas Ward, Oct. 24, 1682.
Richard Whitney, jr. Oct. 24, 1682.
Jabez Rutter, Oct. 24, 1682.
Thomas Steevens, jr. June 17, 1684.
Boaz Brown, jr., June 17, 1684.
Samuel Hall, June 17, 1684.
Thomas Darby, June 17, 1684.
Mark Perkins, Jan. 1, 1685.
Richard Burke, sen. March 1, 1686.
Roger Willis, March 1, 1686.
Benj. Crane, Dec. 23, 1682.
Joseph Wheeler, April 19, 1683.
Jabez Brown, June 15, 1683.
Thomas Williams, June 15, 1683.
Stephen Handell, March 10, 1686.
Benj. Crane.
These were the original inhabitants of Stow [Massachusetts]. Those in italics went from Concord.

1664
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August 8, Monday (Old Style): The Reverend Samuel Willard got married with Abigail Sherman, granddaughter of 
Lord Darcy, Earl of Rivers, England. The couple would have the following children:
1. Abigail Willard born on July 5, 1665 (married Samuel Estabrook)
2. Samuel Willard, Jr. born on January 25, 1667
3. Mary Willard born on October 10, 1669
4. John Willard born on September 8, 1673
5. Elizabeth Willard born on December 27, 1674

(After the death of his 1st wife Abigail Sherman Willard, the Reverend Samuel Willard would marry again, 
with Eunice Tyng, daughter of Edward Tyng. Apparently he sired a total of 20 offspring, 6 by Abigail Sherman 
Willard and 14 by Eunice Tyng Willard. One of his offspring with his 2d wife was the Hon. Josiah Willard, for 
39 years Secretary of the Province by appointment of the King, and a grandson was the Reverend Joseph 
Willard, for 23 years President of Harvard College.)

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

6. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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Major Simon Willard’s son the Reverend Samuel Symon Willard was minister at Groton, so he relocated from 
Lancaster to Groton.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

1670
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Fall: We have a letter by the Reverend Samuel Symon Willard, to the Reverend Cotton Mather, about a witchcraft 
that was being practiced upon, or by, Elizabeth Knap or Knapp of Groton, Massachusetts, nowadays to be 
described as a hysteric, the 16-year-old daughter of James Knapp and Elizabeth Warren Knapp, in part because 
the Reverend Mather would save the letter for his MAGNALIA CHRISTI AMERICANA (Book VI, Chapter VII, page 
67), and in part because a couple of years later the Reverend Willard would put out a volume consisting of 
three of his sermons, USEFUL INSTRUCTIONS FOR A PROFESSING PEOPLE IN TIMES OF GREAT SECURITY AND 
DEGENERACY: DELIVERED IN SEVERAL SERMONS ON SOLEMN OCCASIONS, and one of the three had been 
preached in consequence of this supposed manifestation of the Devil: 

There is a voice in it to the whole Land, but in a more especial
manner to poor Groton: it is not a Judgement afar off, but it
is near us, yea among us, God hath in his wisdome singled out
this poor Town out of all others in this Wilderness, to dispense
such an amazing Providence in, and therefore let us make a more
near and special use of it: Let us look upon our selves to be
set up as a Beacon upon a Hill by this Providence, and let those
that hear what hath been done among us, hear also of the good
effects, and reformation it hath wrought among us. 

Here is the Reverend Willard’s account:

A briefe account of a strange & unusuall Providence of God
befallen to Elizabeth Knap of Groton, p me Samuel Willard. 
This poore & miserable object, about a fortnight before shee was
taken, wee observed to carry herselfe in a strange & unwonted
manner, sometimes shee would give sudden shriekes, & if wee
enquired a Reason, would alwayes put it off with some excuse, &
then would burst forth into immoderate & extravagant laughter,
in such wise, as some times shee fell onto the ground with it:
I my selfe observed oftentimes a strange change in here
countenance, but could not suspect the true reason, but coneived
shee might bee ill, & therefore divers times enquired how shee
did, & shee alwayes answered well; which made mee wonder: but
the tragedye began to unfold itselfe upon Munday, Octob. 30. 71,
after this manner (as I received by credible information, being
that day my selfe gon from home). In the evening, a little before
shee went to bed, sitting by the fire, shee cryed out, oh my
legs! & clapt her hand on them, immediately oh my breast! &
removed her hands thither; & forthwith, oh I am strangled, & put
her hands on her throat: those that observed her could not see
what to make of it; whither shee was in earnest or dissembled,
& in this manner they left her (excepting the person that lay
with her) complaining of her breath being stopt: The next day
shee was in a strange frame, (as was observed by divers)
sometimes weeping, sometimes laughing, & many foolish & apish
gestures. In the evening, going into the cellar, shee shrieked
suddenly, & being enquired of the cause, shee answered, that
shee saw 2 persons in the cellar; whereupon some went downe with
her to search, but found none; shee also looking with them; at

1671
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last shee turned her head, & looking one way stedfastly, used
the expression, what cheere old man? which, they that were with
her tooke for a fansye, & soe ceased; afterwards (the same
evening,) the rest of the family being in bed, shee was (as one
lying in the roome saw, & shee herselfe also afterwards related)
suddenly throwne downe into the midst of the floore with
violence, & taken with a violent fit, whereupon the whole family
was raised, & with much adoe was shee kept out of the fire from
destroying herselfe after which time she was followed with fits
from thence till the sabbath day; in which shee was violent in
bodily motions, leapings, strainings & strange agitations,
scarce to bee held in bounds by the strength of 3 or 4: violent
alsoe in roarings & screamings, representing a dark resemblance
of hellish torments, & frequently using in these fits divers
words, sometimes crying out money, money, sometimes, sin &
misery with other words. On wednesday, being in the time of
intermission questioned about the case shee was in, with
reference to the cause or occasion of it, shee seemed to impeach
one of the neighbors, a person (I doubt not) of sincere
uprightnesse before God, as though either shee, or the devill
in her likenesse & habit, particularly her riding hood, had come
downe the chimney, stricken her that night shee was first taken
violently, which was the occasion of her being cast into the
floore; whereupon those about her sent to request the person to
come to her, who coming unwittingly, was at the first assaulted
by her stranglye, for though her eyes were (as it were) sealed
up (as they were alwayes, or for the most part, in those fits,
& soe continue in them all to this day) shee yet knew her very
touch from any other, though no voice were uttered, & discovered
it evidently by her gestures, soe powerfull were Satans
suggestions in her, yet afterward God was pleased to vindicate
the case & justifye the innocent, even to remove jealousyes from
the spirits of the party concerned, & satisfaction of the by
standers; for after shee had gon to prayer with her, shee
confessed that she beleeved Satan had deluded her, & hath never
since complained of any such apparition or disturbance from the
person. These fits continuing, (though with intermission)
divers, (when they had opportunity) pressed upon her to declare
what might bee the true & real occasion of these amazing fits.
Shee used many tergiversations & excuses, pretending shee would
to this & that young person, who coming, she put it off to
another, till at the last, on thurdsday night, shee brake forth
into a large confession in the presence of many, the substance
whereof amounted to thus much: That the devill had oftentimes
appeared to her, presenting the treaty of a Covenant, &
preffering largely to her: viz, such things as suted her
youthfull fancye, money, silkes, fine cloaths, ease from labor
to show her the whole world, &c: that it had bin then 3 yeers
since his first appearance, occasioned by her discontent: That
at first his apparitions had bin more rare, but lately more
frequent; yea those few weekes that shee had dwelt with us almost
constant, that shee seldome went out of one roome into another,
but hee appeared to her urging of her: & that hee had presented
her a booke written with blood of covenants made by others with
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him, & told her such & such (of some wherof we hope better
things) had a name there; that hee urged upon her constant
temptations to murder her parents, her neighbors, our children,
especially the youngest, tempting her to throw it into the fire,
on the hearth, into the oven; & that once hee put a bill hooke
into her hand, to murder my selfe, persuading her I was asleep,
but coming about it, shee met me on the staires at which shee
was affrighted,the time I remember well, & observd a strange
frame in her countenance & saw she endeavered to hide something,
but I knew not what, neither did I at all suspect any such
matter; & that often he persuaded her to make away with herselfe
& once she was going to drowne herselfe in the well, for, looking
into it, shee saw such sights as allured her, & was gotten within
the curbe, & was by God’s providence prevented, many other like
things shee related, too tedious to recollect: but being pressed
to declare whither she had not consented to a covenant with the
Devill, shee with solemne assertions denyed it, yea asserted
that shee had never soe much as consented to discorse with him,
nor had ever but once before that night used the expession, What
cheere, old man? & this argument shee used, that the providence
of God had ordered it soe, that all his apparitions had bin
frightfull to her; yet this shee acknowledged, (which seemed
contradictorye, viz :) that when shee came to our house to
schoole, before such time as shee dwelt with us, shee delayed
her going home in the evening, till it was darke, (which wee
observed) upon his persuasion to have his company home, & that
shee could not, when hee appeared, but goe to him; one evident
testimony wherof wee can say somthing to, viz. the night before
the Thanksgiving, Octob. 19. shee was with another maid that
boarded in the house, where both of them saw the appearance of
a mans head & shoulders, with a great white neckcloath, looking
in at the window, at which they came up affrighted both into the
chamber, where the rest of us were, they declaring the case, one
of us went downe to see who it might bee, but shee ran
immediately out of the doore before him, which shee hath since
confessed, was the Devill coming to her; shee also acknowledged
the reason of her former sudden shriekings, was from a sudden
apparition, & that the devill put these excuses into her mouth,
& bit her soe to say, & hurried her into those violent (but shee
saith feigned & forced) laughters: shee then also complained
against herselfe of many sins, disobedience to parents, neglect
of attendance upon ordinances, attempts to murder herselfe &
others; but this particular of a covenant shee utterly
disclaimed: which relation seemed faire, especially in that it
was attended with bitter teares, selfe condemnations, good
counsells given to all about her, especially the youth then
present, & an earnest desire of prayers: shee sent to Lancaster
for Mr. Rowlandson, who came & prayed with her, & gave her
serious counsells; but shee was still followed, all this
notwithstanding, with these fits: & in this state (coming home
on fryday) I found her; but could get nothing from her, whenever
I came in presence shee fell into those fits, concerning which
fits, I find this noteworthy, shee knew & understood what was
spoken to her, but could not answer, nor use any other words but
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the forementioned, money, &c: as long as the fit continued, for
when shee came out of it, shee could give a relation of all that
had been spoken to her: shee was demanded a reason why shee used
those words in her fits, & signifyed that the Devill presented
her with such things, to tempt her, & with sin & miserye, to
terrifye her; shee also declared that shee had seene the Devills
in their hellish shapes, & more Devills then any one there ever
saw men in the world. Many of these things I heard her declare
on Saturday at night: On the Sabbath the Physitian came, who
judged a maine point of her distempr to be naturall, arising
from the foulnesse of her stomacke, & corruptnesse of her blood,
occasioning fumes in her braine, & strange fansyes; whereupon
(in order to further tryall & administration) shee was removed
home, & the succeeding weeke shee tooke physicke, & was not in
such violence handled in her fits as before; but enjoyed an
intermission, & gave some hopes of recovery; in which
intermission shee was altogether sencelesse (as to our
discoverye) of her state, held under securitye, & hardnesse of
heart, professing shee had no trouble upon her spirits, shee
cried satan had left her: A solemne day was kept with her, yet
it had then, (as I apprehend,) little efficacy upon her; shee
that day again expressed hopes that the Devill had left her, but
there was little ground to thinke soe, because she remained
under such extreame sencelessenesse of her owne estate: & thus
shee continued, being exercised with some moderate fits, in
which shee used none of the former expressions, but sometimes
fainted away, sometimes used some struglings, yet not with
extremitye, till the Wednesday following, which day was spent
in prayer with her, when her fits something more encreased, &
her tongue was for many houres together drawne into a semicircle
up to the roofe of her mouth, & not to be remooved, for some
tryed with the fingers to doe it: from thence till the sabbath
seven night following: she continued alike, only shee added to
former confessions, of her twise consenting to travell with the
Devill in her company between Groton & Lancaster, who
accompanied her in forme of a blacke dog with eyes in his backe,
sometimes stopping her horse, sometimes leaping up behind, &
keeping her (when she came home with company) 40 rod at least
behind, leading her out of the way into a swampe, &c.: but still
no conference would shee owne, but urged that the devills
quarell with her was because shee would not seale a covenant
with him, & that this was the ground of her first being taken.
besides this nothing observable came from her, only one morning
shee said God is a father, the next morning, God is my father,
which words (it is to be feared) were words of presumption, put
into her mouth by the adversary. I suspecting the truth of her
former storye, pressed, whether shee never verbally promised to
covenant with him, which shee stoutly denyed: only acknowledged
that shee had had some thoughts soe to doe: but on the forenamed
Nov. 26. shee was again with violence & extremity seized by her
fits, in such wise that 6 persons could hardly hold her, but
shee leaped & skipped about the house proforce roaring, &
yelling extreamly, & fetching deadly sighs, as if her
heartstrings would have broken, & looking wth a frightfull
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aspect, to the amazement & astonishment of all the beholders,
of which I was an eye witnesse: The Physitian being then agen
with her consented that the distemper was Diabolicall, refused
further to administer, advised to extraordinary fasting;
whereupon some of Gods ministers were sent for: shee meane while
continued extreamly tormented night & day, till Tuesday about
noon; having this added on Munday & Tuesday morning that shee
barked like a dog, & bleated like a calfe, in which her organs
were visibly made use of: yea, (as was carefully observed) on
Munday night, & Tuesday morning, when ever any came neere the
house, though they within heard nothing at all, yet would shee
barke till they were come into the house, on Tuesday, about 12
of the clocke, she came out of the fit, which had held her from
Sabbath day about the same time, at least 48 howers, with little
or no intermission, & then her speech was restored to her, &
shee expressed a great seeming sence of her state: many bitter
teares, sighings, sobbings, complainings shee uttered,
bewailing of many sins fore mentioned, begging prayers, & in the
houre of prayer expressing much affection : I then pressed if
there were anything behind in reference to the dealings between
her & Satan, when she agen professed that shee had related all:
& declared that in those fits the devill had assaulted her many
wayes, that hee came downe the chimney, & shee essayed to escape
him, but was siezed upon by him, that hee sat upon her breast,
& used many arguments with her, & that hee urged here at one
time with persuasions & promises, of ease, & great matters, told
her that shee had done enough in what shee had already confessed,
shee might henceforth serve him more securely; anon told hir her
time was past, & there was no hopes unlesse shee would serve
him; & it was observed in the time of her extremity, once when
a little moments respite was granted her of speech, shee advised
us to make our peace with God, & use our time better then shee
had done, the party advised her also to bethinke herselfe of
making her peace, shee replyed, it is too late for me : the next
day was solemnized, when we had the presence of Mr. Bulkley, Mr.
Rowlandson, & Mr. Estabrooke, whither coming, we found her
returned to a sottish & stupid kind of frame, much was prest
upon her, but no affection at all discovered; though shee was
little or nothing exercised with any fits, & her speech also
continued: though a day or two after shee was melancholye & being
enquired of a reason, shee complained that shee was grieved that
so much pains were taken wth her, & did her no good, but this
held her not long: & thus shee remained till Munday, when to
some neighbors there present, shee related something more of he
converse with the devill, viz. That it had bin 5 yeers or
therabouts, since shee first saw him, & declared methodically
the sundry apparitions from time to time, till shee was thus
dreadfully assaulted, in which, the principall was, that after
many assaults, shee had resolved to seale a covenant with Satan,
thinking shee had better doe it, then be thus followed by him,
that once, when shee lived at Lancaster, he presented himselfe,
& desired of her blood, & shee would have done it, but wanted a
knife, in the parley shee was prevented by the providence of God
interposing my father; a 2nd time in the house hee met her, &
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presented her a knife, & as she was going about it my father
stept in agen & prevented, that when shee sought & enquired for
the knife, it was not to bee found, & that afterward shee saw
it sticking in the top of the barne, & some other like passages
shee agen owned an observable passage which shee also had
confessed in her first declaration, but is not there inserted,
viz. that the devill had often proffered her his service, but
shee accepted not; & once in ptic: to bring her in chips for the
fire, shee refused, but when shee came in shee saw them lye by
the fire side, & was affraid, & this I remarke, I sitting by the
fire spake to her to lay them on, & she turned away in an
unwonted manner: she then also declared against herselfe her
unprofitable life she had led, & how justly God had thus
permitted Satan to handle her, telling them, they little knew
what a sad case shee was in. I after asked her concerning these
passages, & shee owned the truth of them, & declared that now
shee hoped the devill had left her, but being prest whether there
were not a covenant, she earnestly professed, that by Gods
goodnesse shee had bin prevented from doing that, which shee of
herselfe had been ready enough to assent to; & shee thanked God
there was no such thing: The same day shee was agen taken with
a new kind of unwonted fitt in which after shee had bin awhile
exercised with violence, shee got her a sticke, & went up and
downe, thrusting, & pushing, here & there, & anon looking out
at a window, & cryed out of a witch appearing in a strange manner
in forme of a dog downward, with a womans head, & declared the
person, other whiles that shee appeard in her whole likenesse,
& described her shape and habit: signifyed that shee went up the
chimney & went her way: what impression wee reade in the clay
of the chimney, in similitude of a dogs paw, by the operation
of Satan, & in the form of a dogs going in the same place she
tould of, I shall not conclude, though something there was, as
I myselfe saw in the chimney in the same place where shee
declared the foot was set to goe up: In this manner was she
handled that night, & the 2 next dayes, using strange gestures,
complaining by signes, when shee could not speake explaining
that shee was sometimes in the chamber, somet. in the chimney,
& anon assaults her, sometimes scratching her breast, beating
her sides, strangling her throat, & she did oftentimes seeme to
our apprehension as if shee would forthwith bee strangled: She
declared that if the party were apprehended shee should
forthwith bee well, but never till then; whereupon her father
went, & percured the coming of the woman impeached by her, who
came downe to her on Thurdsday night, where (being desired to
be present) I observed that she was violently handled, &
lamentably tormented by the adversarye, & uttered unusual
shriekes at the instant of the persons coming in, though her
eyes were fast closed: but having experience of such former
actings, wee made nothing of it, but waited the issue: God
therefore was sought to, to signifye something. whereby the
innocent might bee acquitted, or the guilty discovered, & ’hee
Answered our prayers, for by 2 evident & cleere mistakes she was
cleered, & then all prejudices ceased, & she never more to this
day hath impeached her of any apparition: in the fore mentioned
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allegation of the person, shee also signifyed that somet. the
devil alsoe in the likenesse of a little boy appeared together
with the person: Fryday was a sad day with her, for shee was
sorely handled with fits, which some perceiving pressed that
there was something yet behind not discovered by her; & shee
after a violent fit, holding her betweene two & 3 houres did
first to one, & afterwards to many acknowledge that shee had
given of her blood to the Devill, & made a covenant with him,
whereupon I was sent for to her; & understanding how things had
passed, I found that there was no roome for privacye, in another
alredy made by her soe publicke, I therefore examined her
concerning the matter; & found her not soe forward to confesse,
as shee had bin to others, yet thus much I gathered from her
confession: 

That after shee came to dwell with us, one day as shee was alone
in a lower roome, all the rest of us being in the chamber, she
looked out at the window, & saw the devill in the habit of an
old man, coming over a great meadow lying neere the house; &
suspecting his designe, shee had thoughts to have gon away; yet
at length resolved to tarry it out, & heare what hee had to say
to her; when hee came hee demanded of her some of her blood,
which shee forthwith consented to, & with a knife cut her finger,
hee caught the blood in his hand, & then told her she must write
her name in his booke, shee answered, shee could not Write, but
hee told her he would direct her hand, & then took a little
sharpened sticke, & dipt in the blood, & put it into her hand,
& guided it, & shee wrote her name with his helpe: what was the
matter shee set her hand to, I could not learne from her; but
thus much shee confessed, that the terme of time agreed upon
with him was for 7 yeers; one yeere shee was to be faithfull in
his service, & then the other six hee would serve her, & make
her a witch: shee also related, that the ground of contest
between her & the devill which was the occasion of this sad
providence, was this, that after her covenant made the devill
showed her hell & the damned, & told her if shee were not
faithfull to him, shee should goe thither, & bee tormented
there; shee desired of him to show her heaven, but hee told her
that heaven was an ougly place, & that none went thither but a
company of base roagues whom he hated; but if shee would obey
him, it should be well with her: but afterward shee considered
with herselfe, that the terme of her covenant, was but short, &
would soone bee at an end, & shee doubted (for all the devills
promises) shee must at last come to the place hee had showne
her, & withall, feared, if shee were a witch, shee should bee
discovered, & brought to a shamefull end: which was many times
a trouble on her spirits; this the Devill perceiving, urged upon
her to give him more of her blood, & set her hand agen to his
booke, which shee refused to doe, but partly through promises,
partly by threatnings, hee brought her at last to a promise that
shee would sometime doe it: after which hee left not incessantly
to urge her to the performance of it, once hee met her on the
staires. & often elsewhere pressing her with vehemencye, but
shee still put it off; till the first night shee was taken when
the devill came to her, & told her he would not tarry any longer:
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shee told him shee would not doe it hee Answered shee had done
it already, & what further damage would it bee to doe it agen,
for shee was his sure enough: she rejoyned shee had done it
already, & if shee were his sure enough, what need hee to desire
any more of her: whereupon he strucke her the first night, agen
more violently the 2nd as is above exprest : This is the sum of
the Relation I then had from her: which at that time seemed to
bee methodicall: These things she uttered with great affection,
overflowing of teares, & seeming bitternesse: I asked of the
Reason of her weeping & bitternesse, shee complained of her
sinns, & some in particular, profanation of the sabbath &c: but
nothing of this sin of renouncing the goverment of God. & giving
herselfe up to the devill: I therfore, (as God helped) applied
it to her & asked her whether shee desired not prayers with &
for her, shee assented with earnestnesse, & in prayer seemed to
bewaile the sin as God helped, then in the aggravation of it, &
afterward declared a desire to rely on the power & mercy of God
in Christ: shee then also declared, that the Devill had deceived
her concerning those persons impeached by her, that hee had in
their likenesse or resemblance tormented her, persuading her
that it was they, that they bare her a spleen, but he loved her,
& would free her from them, & pressed on her to endeavor to bring
them forth to the censure of the law. In this case I left her;
but (not being satisfied in some things) I promised to visit her
agen the next day which accordingly I did, but coming to her, I
found her (though her speech still remained) in a case sad
enough, her teares dryed up, & sences stupifyed, & (as was
observed) when I could get nothing from her, & therfore applyed
myselfe in counsell to her, shee regarded it not, but fixed her
eye steadfastly upon a place, as shee was wont when the Devill
presented himselfe to her, which was a griefe to her parents, &
brought mee to a stand; in the condition I left her: The next
day, being the Sabbath, whither upon any hint given her, or any
advantage Satan tooke by it upon her, shee sent for mee in hast
at noone, coming to her, shee immediately with teares told me
that shee had belied the Devill, in saying shee had given him
of her blood: &c: professed that the most of the apparitions
shee had spoken of were but fansyes, as images represented in a
dreame; earnestly entreated me to beleeve her, called God to
witnesse to her assertion, I told her I would willingly hope the
best, & beleeve what I had any good grounds to apprehend; if
therefore shee would tell a more methodicall relation than the
former, it would be well, but if otherwise, she must bee content
that every one should censure according to their apprehension,
shee promised soe to doe, & expressed a desire that all that
would might heare her; that as they had heard soe many lyes &
untruths, they might now heare the truth, & engaged that in the
evening shee would doe it; I then repaired to her, & divers more
then went; shee then declared thus much, that the Devill had
sometimes appeared to her; that the occasion of it was her
discontent, that her condition displeased her, her labor was
burdensome to her, shee was neither content to bee at home nor
abroad; & had oftentime strong persuasions to practice in
witchcraft, had often wished the Devill would come to her at
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such & such times, & resolved that if hee would, shee would give
herselfe up to him soule & body: but (though hee had oft times
appeared to her, yet) at such times hee had not discovered
himselfe, and therfore shee had bin preserved from such a thing:
I declared a suspicion of the truth of the relation, & gave her
some Reasons; but by Reason of the company did not say much,
neither could anything further be gotten from her: but the next
day I went to her, & opened my mind to her alone, & left it with
her, declared (among other things) that shee had used
preposterous courses, & therfore it was no marvell that shee had
bin led into such contradictions, & tendered her all the helpe
I could, if shee would make use of me, & more privately relate
any weighty & serious case of Conscience to me, shee promised
me shee would if shee knew any thing, but said that then shee
knew nothing at all; but stood to the story shee had told the
foregoing evening: & indeed what to make of these things I at
present know not, but am waiting till God (if hee see meet) wind
up the story, & make a more cleere discoverye. It was not many
dayes ere shee was hurried agen into violent fits after a
different manner, being taken agen speechlesse, & using all
endeavores to make away with herselfe, & doe mischiefe unto
others; striking those that held her; spitting in their faces;
& if at any time shee had done any harme or frightened them shee
would laugh immediately; which fits held her sometimes longer,
sometimes shorter, few occasions shee had of speech, but when
shee could speake, shee complained of a hard heart, counselled
some to beware of sin, for that had brought her to this, bewailed
that soe many prayers had bin put up for her, & shee still so
hard hearted, & no more good wrought upon her; but being asked
whither shee were willing to repent, shaked her head, & said
nothing. Thus shee continued till the next sabbath in the
afternoone; on which day in the morning, being somthing better
then at other times, shee had but little company tarryed with
her in the afternoon; when the Devill began to make more full
discoverye of himselfe: It had bin a question before, whither
shee might properly bee called a Demoniacke, or person possessed
of the Devill, but it was then put out of Question: hee began
(as the persons with her testifye) by drawing her tongue out of
her mouth most frightfully to an extraordinary length &
greatnesse, & many amazing postures of her bodye; & then by
speaking, vocally in her, whereupon her father, & another
neighbor were called from the meeting, on whom, (as soon as they
came in,) he railed, calling them roagues, charging them for
folly in going to heare a blacke roague, who told them nothing
but a parcell of lyes, & deceived them, & many like expressions.
after exercise I was called, but understood not the occasion,
till I came, & heard the same voice, a grum, low, yet audible
voice it was, the first salutation I had was, oh ! you are a
great roague, I was at the first somthing daunted & amazed, &
many reluctances I had upon my spirits, which brought mee to a
silence and amazement in my spirits, till at last God heard my
groanes & gave me both refreshment in Christ, & courage: I then
called for a light, to see whither it might not appeare a
counterfiet, and observed not any of her organs to moove, the
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voice was hollow, as if it issued out of her throat; hee then
agen called me great blacke roague, I challenged him to make it
appear; but all the Answer was, you tell the people a company
of lyes : I reflected on myselfe, & could not but magnifye the
goodnesse of God not to suffer Satan to bespatter the names of
his people, with those sins which hee himselfe hath pardoned in
the blood of Christ. I Answered, Satan, thou art a lyar, and a
deceiver, & God will vindicate his owne truth one day: hee
Answered nothing directly, but said, I am not Satan, I am a
pretty blacke boy; this is my pretty girle; I have bin here a
great while, I sat still, and Answered nothing to these
expressions; but when hee directed himselfe to mee agen, oh! you
blacke roague, I doe not love you: I replyed through God’s grace,
I hate thee; hee rejoyned, but you had better love mee; these
manner of expressions filled some of the company there present
with great consternation, others put on boldnesse to speake to
him, at which I was displeased, & advised them to see their call
cleere, fearing least by his policye, & many apish expressions
hee used, hee might insinuate himselfe, & raise in them a
fearlessenesse of spirit of him: I no sooner turned my backe to
goe to the fire, but he called out agen, where is that blacke
roague gon: I seeing little good to bee done by discorse, &
questioning many things in my mind concerning it, I desired the
company to joyne in prayer unto God; when wee went about that
duty & were kneeled downe, with a voice louder then before
something, hee cryed out, hold your tongue, hold your tongue,
get you gon you blacke roague, what are you going to doe, you
have nothing to doe with me, &c: but through Gods goodnesse was
silenced, &, shee lay quiet during the time of prayer, but as
soone as it was ended, began afresh, using the former
expressions, at which some ventured to speake to him: Though I
thinke imprudentlye: one told him, God had him in chaines, hee
replyed, for all my chaine, I can knocke thee on the head when
I please: hee said hee would carry her away that night. Another
Answered, but God is stronger than thou, He presently rejoyned,
that ’s a ly, I am stronger than God: at which blasphemy I agen
advised them to bee wary of speaking, counselled them to get
serious parsons to watch with her, & left her, commending her
to God: On Tuesday following shee confessed that the Devill
entred into her the 2nd night after her first taking, that when
shee was going to bed, hee entred in (as shee conceived) at her
mouth, & had bin in her ever since, & professed, that if there
were ever a Devill in the world, there was one in her, but in
what manner he spake in her she could not tell: On Wednesday
night, shee must forthwith be carried downe to the bay in all
hast, shee should never be well, till an assembly of ministers
was met together to pray with & for her, & in particular Mr.
Cobbet: her friends advised with me about it; I signifyed to
them, that I apprehended, Satan never made any good motion, but
it was out of season, & that it was not a thing now fiezable,
the season being then extreame cold; & the snow deepe, that if
shee had bin taken in the woods with her fits shee must needs
perish: On friday in the evening shee was taken agen violently,
& then the former voice (for the sound) was heard in her agen,
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not speaking, but imitating the crowing of a cocke, accompanied
with many other gestures, some violent, some ridiculous, which
occasioned my going to her, where by signes she signifyed that
the Devill threatened to carry her away that night, God was agen
then sought for her. & when in prayer, that expression was used,
the God had prooved Satan a liar, in preserving her once when
hee had threatned to carry her away that night, & was entreated
soe to doe agen, the same voice, which had ceased 2 dayes before,
was agen heard by the by-standers 5 times distinctly to cry out,
oh you are a roague, and then ceased: but the whole time of
prayer, sometimes by violence of fits sometimes by noises shee
made, shee drouned her owne hearing from receiving our petition,
as she afterwards confessed: Since that time shee hath continued
for the most part speechlesse, her fits coming upon her
sometimes often, sometimes with greater intermission, & with
great varietyes in the manner of them, sometimes by violence,
sometimes by making her sicke, but (through Gods goodnesse) soe
abated in violence, that now one person can as well rule her,
as formerly 4 or 5: She is observed alwayes to fall into her
fits when any strangers goe to visit her, & the more goe the
more violent are her fits: as to the frame of her spirits hee
hath bin more averse lately to good counsell than heretofore,
yet sometime shee signifyes a desire of the companye of
ministers. On Thursday last, in the evening, shee came a season
to her speech, & (as I received from them with her) agen disouned
a Covenant with the Devill, disouned that relation about the
knife fore mentioned, declared the occasion of her fits to bee
discontent, owned the temptations to murder; declared that
though the devill had power of her body, shee hoped hee should
not of her soule, that she had rather continue soe speechlesse,
then have her speech, & make no better use of it then formerly
shee had, expressed that shee was sometimes disposed to doe
mischiefe, & was as if some had laid hold of her to enforce her
to it, & had double strength to her owne, that shee knew not
whither the devill were in her or no if hee were shee knew not
when or how he entered; that when shee was taken speechlesse,
she fared as if a string was tyed about the roots of her tongue,
& reached doune into her vitalls & pulled her tongue downe, &
then most when shee strove to speake: On Fryday, in the evening
shee was taken wth a passion of weeping, & sighing, which held
her till late in the night, at length she sent for me; but then
unseasonablenesse of the weather, & my owne bodily
indisposednesse prevented: I went the next morning, when shee
strove to speake somthing but could not, but was taken with her
fits, which held her as long as I tarried, which was more then
an houre, & I left her in them: & thus she continues speechlesse
to this instant, Jan. 15. & followed with fits: concerning which
state of hers I shall suspend my owne Judgment, & willingly leave
it to the censure of those that are more learned, aged, &
Judicious: only I shall leave my thoughts in resp. of 2 or 3
questions which have risen about her: viz. 1. Whither her
distemper be reale or counterfiet: I shall say no more to that
but this, the great strength appearing in them, & great
weaknesse after them, will disclaime the contrary opinion: for
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tho a person may counterfiet much yet such a strength is beyond
the force of dissimulation: 2. Whither her distemper bee
naturall or Diabolicall, I suppose the premises will strongly
enough conclude the latter, yet I will adde these 2 further
arguments: 
1. the actings of convulsion, which these come nearest to, are
(as parsons acquainted with them observe) in many, yea the most
essentiall parts of them quite contrary to these actings: 
2. Shee hath no wayes wasted in body, or strength by all these
fits, though soe dreadfulle, but gathered flesh exceedinglye, &
hath her naturall strength when her fits are off, for the most
part: 
3. Whither the Devill did really speake in her: to that point
which some have much doubted of, thus much I will say to
countermand this apprehension: 
1. The manner of expression I diligently observed, & could not
perceive any organ, any instrument of speech (which the
philosopher makes mention of) to have any motion at all, yea her
mouth was sometimes shut without opening sometimes open without
shutting or moving, & then both I & others saw her tongue (as
it used to bee when shee was in some fits, when speechlesse)
turned up circularly to the roofe of her mouth. 
2. the labial letters, divers of which were used by her, viz.
B.M.P. which cannot bee naturally expressed without motion of
the lips, which must needs come within our ken, if observed,
were uttered without any such motion, shee had used only
Lingualls, Gutturalls &c: the matter might have bin more
suspicious: 
3. the reviling termes then used, were such as shee never used
before nor since, in all this time of her being thus taken: yea,
hath bin alwayes observed to speake respectively concerning mee; 
4. They were expressions which the devill (by her confession)
aspersed mee, & others withall, in the houre of temptation,
particularly shee had freely acknowledged that the Devill was
wont to appear to her in the house of God & divert her mind, &
charge her shee should not give eare to what the Blacke coated
roage spake: 
5. wee observed when the voice spake, her throat was swelled
formidably as big at least as ones fist: These arguments I shall
leave to the censure of the Judicious: 
4. whither shee have covenanted with the Devill or noe: I thinke
this is a case unanswerable, her declarations have been soe
contradictorye, one to another, that wee know not what to make
of them & her condition is such as administers many doubts;
charity would hope the best, love would alsoe feare the worst,
but thus much is cleare, shee is an object of pitye, & I desire
that all that heare of her would compassionate her forlorne
state, Shee is (I question not) a subject of hope, & thererfore
all meanes ought to bee used for her recoverye, Shee is a
monument of divine severitye, & the Lord grant that all that see
or heare, may feare & tremble: Amen. 
S.W.
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Thomas Brattle of Boston, who would be active in 1692 in exposing the shortcomings of the witch cases in 
Salem, Massachusetts, has also filed a description of this case:

I cannot but admire [wonder] that these afflicted
persons should be so much countenanced and encouraged
in their accusations as they are: I often think of the
Groton woman, that was afflicted, an account of which
we have in print [referring to the Reverend Willard’s
sermon as printed in his USEFUL INSTRUCTIONS FOR A PROFESSING
PEOPLE IN TIMES OF GREAT SECURITY AND DEGENERACY: DELIVERED IN
SEVERAL SERMONS ON SOLEMN OCCASIONS], and is a most certain
truth, not to be doubted of. I shall only say, that
there was as much ground, in the hour of it, to
countenance the said Groton woman, and to apprehend and
imprison, on her accusations, as there is now to
countenance these afflicted persons, and to apprehend
and imprison on their accusations. But furthermore, it
is worthy of our deepest consideration, that in the
conclusion, (after multitudes have been imprisoned, and
many have been put to death), these afflicted persons
should own that all was a mere fancy and delusion of the
devil’s, as the Groton woman did own and acknowledge
with respect to herself; if, I say, in after times, this
be acknowledged by them, how can the justices, judges,
or any else concerned in these matters, look back upon
these things without the greatest of sorrow and grief
imaginable? I confess to you, it makes me tremble when
I seriously consider of this thing. I have heard that
the chief judge has expressed himself very hardly of the
accused woman at Groton, as though he believed her to
be a witch to this day: but by such as knew the said
woman, this is judged a very uncharitable opinion of the
said judge, and I do not understand that any are
proselyted thereto.

Thomas Hutchinson’s HISTORY OF THE PROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY, published in Boston in 1767, 
would also comment on this case:

In 1671, Elizabeth Knapp, another ventriloqua, alarmed
the people of Groton in much the same manner as Ann Cole
had done those of Hartford; but her daemon was not so
cunning, for instead of confining himself to old women,
he rail’d at the good minister of the town and other
persons of good character, and the people could not then
be prevailed on to believe him, but believed the girl,
when she confessed she had been deluded, and that the
devil had tormented her in the shape of good persons;
and so she escaped the punishment due to her fraud and
imposture.

Samuel G. Drake’s ANNALS OF WITCHCRAFT IN NEW ENGLAND, published in Boston in 1869, would also 
comment on this case:
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This Story has been given to show how, in those Times, a
tolerably severe Case of Hysterics could be magnified by those
who had an exceedingly large Maggot of Credulity in their
Brains. Groton is only thirty-three Miles from Boston, but the
Story, in travelling even that short Distance, had no Doubt
swollen into such Proportions, as to have but a faint Likeness
to the Original. 
The Condition of Elizabeth Knap was probably very similar to
that of Elizabeth Barton (the Holy Maid of Kent), who, for her
Pretensions to Inspiration, “Convulsions and strange Motions of
Body,” was put to Death in the Time of Henry the Eighth, 1584.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project People of Cape Cod: Reverend Samuel Symon Willard
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March 13, Monday (1675, Old Style): According to Dr. Lemuel Shattuck’s A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;..., 
there was an attack on this day on Groton by a group of Nipmuc warriors led by One-Eyed John, and its white 
residents, abandoning their property to destruction, sought personal refuge at Concord.

The latter part of this month they burnt Medfield, and killed
20 of the inhabitants; and on the 13th of March nearly all of
Groton was reduced to ashes. Major Willard was engaged in this
battle.7 A company from Concord, and another from Watertown were
also there.

The Reverend Samuel Willard of Groton, however, relocated to Boston, and eventually he would be installed 
at the Old South Church there as colleague pastor with the Reverend Mr. Thacher.

The Reverend William Hubbard’s A NARRATIVE OF THE TROUBLES WITH THE INDIANS IN NEW-ENGLAND, 
FROM THE FIRſT PLANTING THEREOF IN THE YEAR 1607, TO THIS PRESENT YEAR 1677. BUT CHIEFLY OF THE 
LATE TROUBLES IN THE TWO LAſT YEARS, 1675, AND 1676. TO WHICH IS ADDED A DIFCOURſE ABOUT THE 
WARRE WITH THE PEQUODS IN THE YEAR 1637, published in 1677, had indicated that this attack occurred on 
March 2d, with the white soldiers arriving on March 3d:

They assaulted Groton: The next day (overnight) Major Willard
with seventy horse came into town: forty foot (soldiers) also
came to their relief from Watertown, but the Indians were all
fled having first burnt all the houses in town save four that
were garrisoned, the meeting house being the 2nd house they
fired. Soon after, Capt. Sill was sent with a small party of
dragoons of eight files to fetch off the inhabitants of Groton,
and what was left from the spoil of the enemy, having under his
conduct sixty carts, being in depth from front to rear above two
miles, when a party of Indians lying in ambush at a place of
eminent advantage fired upon the front and mortally wounded two
of the first carriers, who both died the next night.... Soon
after, this village was deserted, and destroyed by the enemy,
yet it was a special providence that though the carts were
guarded with so slender a convoy, yet there was not any
considerable loss sustained.

I don’t know how to account for the date discrepancy except to suspect that the Hubbard source, published in 
1677, may have been using old style dates whereas the Shattuck source, published in 1835, would definitely 
have been employing new style dates. (However, making such an adjustment of ten days between the old 
calendar and the new calendar removes only most of the account discrepancy, not all of it.)

1676

7. Major Willard and his company remained there several days. They were ordered on the 16th if they had “issued that business of 
Groaten, at least done what you can, and no likelihood of your reaching or engageing the enemy, that you with your forces 
thereabout keep so scouting or ranging towards Marlborough, as may seasonably give present relief and further prevent what 
increase may be.” Colony Files.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

READ THE FULL TEXT
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WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
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February 14, Thursday (1677, Old Style): The Reverend Samuel Willard determined that in some cases the spiritual 
relation, a traditional prerequisite for church membership (given orally by men; read aloud from a written 
statement by women), could sometimes be given before the elders only rather than before the entire 
congregation.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

1678
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April 10, Wednesday (Old Style): The Reverend Samuel Willard of Groton, son of Major Simon Willard of Concord, 
was installed at the Old South Church in Boston as colleague pastor with the Reverend Mr. Thacher.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project People of Cape Cod: Reverend Samuel Symon Willard
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November 20, Monday (Old Style): The Reverend Benjamin Estabrook got married with Abigail Willard, daughter of 
the Reverend Samuel Willard.

1693

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


THE PEOPLE OF CAPE COD: REVEREND SAMUEL SYMON WILLARD

HDT WHAT? INDEX

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN CAPE COD

September 6, Saturday (Old Style): The Reverend Samuel Willard became Vice-President of Harvard College, a post 
which he would fill until his death in 1707. (The Reverend Joseph Willard, D.D., LL.D., his grandson, would 
become President of the College.)

1701
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September 12, Friday (Old Style): The Reverend Samuel Willard died at the age of 67.

Samuel Willard one of the most eminent ministers in New England
was son of Major Simon Willard and was born in Concord January
31, 1640. He was graduated in 1659 and ordained at Groton, Mass.,
in 1662, from whence he removed to Boston when that town was
destroyed by the Indians in March, 1676, and was installed as
colleague pastor with the Rev. Mr. Thacher, over the Old South
Church, April 10, 1678. He officiated as Vice President of
Harvard College, from September 6, 1701, till his death. He died
September 12, 1707 aged 67. His son was Secretary of the province
39 years, and his grandson, Joseph Willard, D.D., LL.D., was
President of Harvard College. The notices in “History of the Old
South Church,” and other works, are so copious, that any further
account here is unnecessary.8

It was this Reverend Willard who had baptized Benjamin Franklin. His exposition of New England theology, 
A COMPLEAT BODY OF DIVINITY (Boston: Green and Kneeland, 1726), which was so very compleat that it 
arrived at a total of 927 pages, would become the largest tome printed in colonial America. Josiah Franklin 
would subscribe for two copies of this, and James Franklin, Printer, for one copy. The Boston News Letter 
would report:

On Fryday the 12th. Instant Dyed here in the 68 year of his Age,
the very Worthy and Reverend Mr. SAMUEL WILLARD, Pastor of the
South Church, and Vice President of Harvard College in
Cambridge, unto the Just Grief, not only of the Church and Town,
but of all New-England.

1707

8. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
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The Reverend Samuel Willard’s A COMPLEAT BODY OF DIVINITY IN TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY EXPOSITORY 
LECTURES ON THE ASSEMBLY’S SHORTER CATECHISM: WHEREIN THE DOCTRINES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
ARE UNFOLDED, THEIR TRUTH CONFIRM’D, THEIR EXCELLENCE DISPLAY’D, THEIR USEFULNESS IMPROV’D; 
CONTRARY ERRORS & VICES REFUTED & EXPOS’D, OBJECTIONS ANSWER’D, CONTROVERSIES SETTLED, CASES 
OF CONSCIENCE RESOLV’D; AND A GREAT LIGHT THEREBY REFLECTED ON THE PRESENT AGE (Printed by B. 
Green and S. Kneeland for B. Eliot and D. Henchman, and sold at their shops).

1726

A COMPLEAT BODY, VOL. I
A COMPLEAT BODY, VOL. II
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The Reverend John Lauris Blake, D.D.’s FIRST BOOK IN ASTRONOMY, FIRST BOOK IN NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, 
FIRST READER, and A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY; COMPRISING A SUMMARY OF THE LIVES OF THE MOST 
DISTINGUISHED PERSONS OF ALL AGES NATIONS, AND PROFESSIONS, INCLUDING MORE THAN TWO 
THOUSAND ARTICLES OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY (Philadelphia: H. Cowperthwait & co.). 

A copy of this biographical dictionary has been found in the personal library of Henry Thoreau. We don’t seem 
to have a record of what use he might have made of it — but we do have electronic text on an 1859 edition of 
the volume.

This source contains for instance the following information:

BROOKS, Eleazer, a Brigadier-General, was born in Concord,
Mass., in 1726. Although without the advantages of education,
he acquired a valuable fund of knowledge. It was his practice
in early life to read the most approved books, and then converse
with the most intelligent men respecting them. In 1774 he was
chosen a representative to the General Court, and continued 37
years in public life — being successively a Representative, a
member of the Senate, and of the Council. He took a decided part
in the American Revolution. At the head of a regiment he was
engaged in the battle of White Plains, in 1776, and
distinguished himself by his cool, determined bravery. In the
year 1801, he withdrew from public life to the enjoyment of the

1856

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
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tranquil scenes of domestic life. He died in 1806, aged 80.

EMERSON, William, a minister of Boston, graduated at Harvard
College in 1789, was ordained minister of Harvard in 1792, and
in 1799 was installed pastor of the first church in Boston. In
1804 he was one of the conductors of a literary journal called
The Monthly Anthology. He died in 1811, aged 42. He published a
number of Sermons, and a History of the First Church in Boston,
8vo.

WILLARD, Samuel, Vice President of Harvard College, born at
Concord, Massachusetts, January 31, 1640, was a son of Simon
Willard, a man of considerable distinction. He graduated at
Harvard College in 1659. From 1663 to 1676 he was a minister in
the town of Groton; but having been driven hence by the
hostilities of the Indians, he was, April 10, 1678, settled as
a colleague of Mr. Thacher, the first minister of the Old South
Church, Boston. Upon the resignation of President Mather, he,
as Vice President, assumed the superintendence of Harvard
College, which duty he continued to discharge until his death,
September 12, 1707, aged 68. He possessed a rich imagination,
quick and accurate perception, and extensive intellectual
resources. He was a clear and profound disputant, a zealous
champion of the cause of truth, as well as a fervent, devoted
Christian, and strove to dispel, with all the strength of his
judgment and the warmth of his heart, the fatal witchcraft
delusion. He published three funeral sermons; two election
sermons; three fast-day sermons; and twenty-five occasional
sermons. In 1726, a folio volume was published, entitled, A Body
of Divinity, in two hundred and fifty expository lectures on the
Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, which was the first work on
divinity published in America, and is considered to be a very
meritorious production.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: April 9, 2015

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


THE PEOPLE OF CAPE COD: REVEREND SAMUEL SYMON WILLARD

HDT WHAT? INDEX

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN CAPE COD

Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.
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