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In Concord, John Smeadly was deputy and representative to the General Court.
The initial Concord town meetinghouse had been on the hill some distance easterly from the common. In this
year it was arranged to create a new meetinghouse, somewhat closer in. The house would be complete in 1673.
Some of the timbers cut during this year for use in the frame of the new meetinghouse would be re-used in
1710 for a law court building on the south side of the Concord common. Then, when this law court building
would get old, it would be moved to the back of Deacon John White’s home for use as that family’s barn. Then
in 1850 these timbers would be recycled yet again by Daniel Shattuck to build an ell on the Lowell Road side
of what is now the Colonial Inn, and a stable.

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY,
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE,
IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

Deacon John White
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In Concord, William Wheeler, Joseph Dakin, William Wilson, Samuel Fletcher, and Benjamin Whittemore
were Selectmen.
In Concord, William Wilson was Town Clerk.
In Concord, John Heywood continued as Town Treasurer.
In Concord, from 2 to 3 Horse-Officers or “persons to look after horses going at large on the common during
Concord Court” would be chosen each year until 1802. From this year until 1718, William Wilson would be
the Town Clerk.
Benjamin Whittemore was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.
Concord needed a new, 3d, meetinghouse.
In Concord, the timbers which had been cut for use in the town meetinghouse in 1667 were being re-used at
this point for a law court building being constructed on the south side of the town common. (This law court
building in turn when it got old would be moved to the back of Deacon John White’s home for use as that
family’s barn, and then in 1850 the timbers would be recycled yet again by Daniel Shattuck to build an ell on
the Lowell Road side of what is now the Colonial Inn, and a stable.)

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS
SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).
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John White was born in Acton, Massachusetts, a son of Mark White, Jr. (Note that this infant could not have
been the father of Ammi White of Concord, since in the year of Ammi’s birth, 1754, he would be only four or
five years old. Rather than being Ammi’s father, he was his 1st cousin!)

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW
FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF.
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

Deacon John White
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On the Isle of Jersey in the English Channel in this year, the Huguenot couple Philippe Thoreau and Marie Le
Galais Thoreau had a baby boy they would have christened on April 28th as Jean Thoreau (which makes him
a member of the 3d cohort subsequent to the great Huguenot diaspora). Later, the records of Concord town in
Massachusetts would falsely reflect, as below, not only that Jean’s given name was the English-language name
“John” but also that he had been born in Concord, that is, that he was an American by birth rather than an
immigrant:

Births
Name

Sex

THOREAU, John
THOREAU, Mary

F

THOREAU, Sarah

Birth Date

Birth Place

1754

Concord

1786

Concord

1791

Concord

Father’s Name

Mother’s Name

John

THOREAU, Helen L.

F

1813

Concord

John

Cynthia

THOREAU, John

M

1815

Concord

John

Cynthia

THOREAU, Sophia Elizabeth

F

Sept. 27, 1819

Chelmsford

John

Cynthia
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The parish records of St. Hélier show that on this island in this year, also, Marie Guillet was born to Jaques
Guillet and Elizabeth Quintal (or Quintare or Quintore) Guillet, and the godparents were listed as Jean
Perrochon and Marie Thoreau.
On the peninsula of Boston in the Massachusetts Bay, at their house on Prince Street, Mr. Burns and Mrs. Sarah
Orrok Burns had a baby girl they named Jane Burns.

THOREAU
LIFESPANS
(About all we know of this father is that he would not remain with his American family, at some point returning
instead permanently to Stirlingshire, Scotland.)

It was in this year that Ammi White was born in Groton, Massachusetts, son of Thomas White and Hannah
Faulkner White. (They named their infant after its maternal grandfather Ammi Ruhammah Faulkner. Note that
this infant could not have been the son of Deacon John White of Concord, in whose store Jean Thoreau’s son
John Thoreau eventually would work, since at the time he was only four or five years old. Deacon John White
was a son of Thomas White’s brother, Mark White, Jr., and therefore Ammi White’s 1st cousin!)
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
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YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB

ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

Deacon John White
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December 22, Saturday (some sources say December 2d): John White was born in Concord, son of Deacon John
White and Esther Kettell of Charlestown, his 2d wife whom he had married on November 11th, 1778.
Mr. White’s preparatory studies were carried on at the seminary
in Exeter, and he entered Harvard College at the age of thirteen.
He graduated in 1805, and with a good reputation as a student.
He was then a tutor in Bowdoin College for a short period. His
theological studies were begun under the instruction of the Rev.
Joseph Chickering, of Woburn, and were concluded under Dr. Ware
in Cambridge. At this period, he held some connection with the
college, probably as a tutor.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN
SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.
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During this year Dr. Timothy Minott, Jr. sold the home that would eventually become the east wing of
Concord’s Colonial Inn to his new son-in-law Ammi White, a cabinet-maker who would add a long shop or
shed to that structure. On the same day, Dr. Minot sold the one-story heavily timbered store next door, that
eventually would become the central building of the Colonial Inn, to his new son-in-law’s father, Deacon John
White.

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY
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October 30, Wednesday: As Henry Thoreau would later record in his journal, “Mother first came to Concord about the
same age that father did, but a little before him.” Deacon John White’s cousin Ammi White sold Jean Thoreau
some land and the home with added shed that eventually would become the East House of Concord’s Colonial
Inn. This was the house next door to where the town stored its explosives — so it must have been available at
a considerable discount.1 Deacon White’s wife Esther, a neighbor, was the sister of Jean’s 2nd wife in

Concord, Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau (the brothers of Esther and Rebecca ran the bakery in Wright Tavern).
Mr. Thoreau lost his health, moved to Concord, . . .
January 23, Saturday, 1858: … Mrs. William Monroe told Sophia last evening that she remembered
her (Sophia’s) grandfather very well, that he was taller than Father, and used to ride out to their house–she was
a Stone and lived where she and her husband did afterward, now Darius Merriam’s–when they made cheeses,
to drink the whey, being in consumption. She said that she remembered Grandmother too, Jennie Burns, how
she came to the schoolroom (in Middle Street (?), Boston) once, leading her little daughter Elizabeth, the latter
so small that she could not tell her name distinctly, but spoke thick and lispingly,– “Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau.”2

JANE “JENNIE” BURNS THOREAU
JEAN THOREAU
CONSUMPTION

1. This house is now the north end of the Colonial Inn, the building to the right in the drawing by John Downes,

and to the best of any guest’s knowledge no explosives are presently being stored next door.
2. Vide February 7th.
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One should not forbear to mention that it would not have taken much to be “taller than Father” John Thoreau,
who was a remarkably short man, and that thus this passage in the journal in no way implied that Jean Thoreau
had been tall:
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Table of Altitudes

Yoda

2 ' 0 ''

Lavinia Warren

2 ' 8 ''

Tom Thumb, Jr.

3 ' 4 ''

Lucy (Australopithecus Afarensis)

3 ' 8 ''

Hervé Villechaize (“Fantasy Island”)

3 ' 11''

Charles Proteus Steinmetz

4 ' 0 ''

Mary Moody Emerson per FBS (1)

4 ' 3 ''

Alexander Pope

4 ' 6 ''

Benjamin Lay

4 ' 7 ''

Gary Coleman (“Arnold Jackson”)

4 ' 8 ''

Queen Victoria with osteoporosis

4 ' 8 ''

Queen Victoria as adult

4 ' 10 ''

Margaret Mitchell

4 ' 10 ''

length of newer military musket

4 ' 10''

Charlotte Brontë

4 ' 10-11''

Harriet Beecher Stowe

4 ' 11''

Laura Ingalls Wilder

4 ' 11''

a rather tall adult Pygmy male

4 ' 11''

John Keats

5 ' 0 ''

Clara Barton

5 ' 0 ''

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

5 ' 0 ''

Andrew Carnegie

5 ' 0 ''

Thomas de Quincey

5 ' 0 ''

Stephen A. Douglas

5 ' 0 ''

Danny DeVito

5 ' 0 ''

Immanuel Kant

5 ' 0 ''

William Wilberforce

5 ' 0 ''

Mae West

5 ' 0 ''

Mother Teresa

5 ' 0 ''

Deng Xiaoping

5 ' 0 ''

Dred Scott

5 ' 0 '' (±)

Captain William Bligh of HMS Bounty

5 ' 0 '' (±)

Harriet Tubman

5 ' 0 '' (±)

Mary Moody Emerson per FBS (2)

5 ' 0 '' (±)

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island

5 ' 0 '' (+)

Bette Midler

5 ' 1 ''

Jemmy Button

5 ' 2 ''

Margaret Mead

5 ' 2 ''

R. Buckminster “Bucky” Fuller

5 ' 2 ''

Yuri Gagarin the astronaut

5 ' 2 ''
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William Walker

5 ' 2 ''

Horatio Alger, Jr.

5 ' 2 ''

length of older military musket

5 ' 2 ''

the artist formerly known as Prince

5 ' 21/2''

typical female of Thoreau's period

5 ' 21/2''

Francis of Assisi

5 ' 3 ''

Voltaire

5 ' 3 ''

Mohandas Gandhi

5 ' 3 ''

Sammy Davis, Jr.

5 ' 3 ''

Kahlil Gibran

5 ' 3 ''

Friend Daniel Ricketson

5 ' 3 ''

The Reverend Gilbert White

5 ' 3 ''

Nikita Khrushchev

5 ' 3 ''

Sammy Davis, Jr.

5 ' 3 ''

Truman Capote

5 ' 3 ''

Kim Jong Il (North Korea)

5 ' 3 ''

Stephen A. “Little Giant” Douglas

5 ' 4 ''

Francisco Franco

5 ' 4 ''

President James Madison

5 ' 4 ''

Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili “Stalin”

5 ' 4 ''

Alan Ladd

5 ' 4 ''

Pablo Picasso

5 ' 4 ''

Truman Capote

5 ' 4 ''

Queen Elizabeth

5 ' 4 ''

Ludwig van Beethoven

5 ' 4 ''

Typical Homo Erectus

5 ' 4 ''

typical Neanderthal adult male

5 ' 41/2''

Alan Ladd

5 ' 41/2''

comte de Buffon

5 ' 5 '' (-)

Captain Nathaniel Gordon

5 ' 5 ''

Charles Manson

5 ' 5 ''

Audie Murphy

5 ' 5 ''

Harry Houdini

5 ' 5 ''

Hung Hsiu-ch'üan

5 ' 5 ''

Marilyn Monroe

5 ' 51/2''

T.E. Lawrence “of Arabia”

5 ' 51/2''

average runaway male American slave

5 ' 5-6 ''

Charles Dickens

5 ' 6? ''

President Benjamin Harrison

5 ' 6 ''

President Martin Van Buren

5 ' 6 ''

James Smithson

5 ' 6 ''

Louisa May Alcott

5 ' 6 ''
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

5 ' 61/2''

Napoleon Bonaparte

5 ' 61/2''

Emily Brontë

5 ' 6-7 ''

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

5 ' ? ''

average height, seaman of 1812

5 ' 6.85 ''

Oliver Reed Smoot, Jr.

5 ' 7 ''

minimum height, British soldier

5 ' 7 ''

President John Adams

5 ' 7 ''

President John Quincy Adams

5 ' 7 ''

President William McKinley

5 ' 7 ''

“Charley” Parkhurst (a female)

5 ' 7 ''

Ulysses S. Grant

5 ' 7 ''

Henry Thoreau

5 ' 7 ''

the average male of Thoreau's period

5 ' 71/2 ''

Edgar Allan Poe

5 ' 8 ''

President Ulysses S. Grant

5 ' 8 ''

President William H. Harrison

5 ' 8 ''

President James Polk

5 ' 8 ''

President Zachary Taylor

5 ' 8 ''

average height, soldier of 1812

5 ' 8.35 ''

President Rutherford B. Hayes

5 ' 81/2''

President Millard Fillmore

5 ' 9 ''

President Harry S Truman

5 ' 9 ''

President Jimmy Carter

5 ' 91/2''

Herman Melville

5 ' 93/4''

Calvin Coolidge

5 ' 10''

Andrew Johnson

5 ' 10''

Theodore Roosevelt

5 ' 10''

Thomas Paine

5 ' 10''

Franklin Pierce

5 ' 10''

Abby May Alcott

5 ' 10''

Reverend Henry C. Wright

5 ' 10''

Nathaniel Hawthorne

5 ' 101/2''

Louis “Deerfoot” Bennett

5 ' 101/2''

Friend John Greenleaf Whittier

5 ' 101/2''

President Dwight D. Eisenhower

5 ' 101/2''

Sojourner Truth

5 ' 11''

President Grover Cleveland

5 ' 11''

President Herbert Hoover

5 ' 11''

President Woodrow Wilson

5 ' 11''

President Jefferson Davis

5 ' 11''

President Richard M. Nixon

5 ' 111/2''
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Robert Voorhis the hermit of Rhode Island

<6'

Frederick Douglass

6 ' (-)

Anthony Burns

6 ' 0 ''

Waldo Emerson

6 ' 0 ''

Joseph Smith, Jr.

6 ' 0 ''

David Walker

6 ' 0 ''

Sarah F. Wakefield

6 ' 0 ''

Thomas Wentworth Higginson

6 ' 0 ''

President James Buchanan

6 ' 0 ''

President Gerald R. Ford

6 ' 0 ''

President James Garfield

6 ' 0 ''

President Warren Harding

6 ' 0 ''

President John F. Kennedy

6 ' 0 ''

President James Monroe

6 ' 0 ''

President William H. Taft

6 ' 0 ''

President John Tyler

6 ' 0 ''

John Brown

6 ' 0 (+)''

President Andrew Jackson

6 ' 1''

Alfred Russel Wallace

6 ' 1''

President Ronald Reagan

6 ' 1''

Venture Smith

6 ' 11/2''

John Camel Heenan

6 ' 2 ''

Crispus Attucks

6 ' 2 ''

President Chester A. Arthur

6 ' 2 ''

President George Bush, Senior

6 ' 2 ''

President Franklin D. Roosevelt

6 ' 2 ''

President George Washington

6 ' 2 ''
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Gabriel Prosser

6 ' 2 ''

Dangerfield Newby

6 ' 2 ''

Charles Augustus Lindbergh

6 ' 2 ''

President Bill Clinton

6 ' 21/2''

President Thomas Jefferson

6 ' 21/2''

President Lyndon B. Johnson

6 ' 3 ''

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

6 ' 3 ''

Richard “King Dick” Seaver

6 ' 31/4''

President Abraham Lincoln

6 ' 4 ''

Marion Morrison (AKA John Wayne)

6 ' 4 ''

Elisha Reynolds Potter, Senior

6 ' 4 ''

Thomas Cholmondeley

6 ' 4 '' (?)

Franklin Benjamin Sanborn

6 ' 5 ''

Peter the Great of Russia

6 ' 7 ''

Giovanni Battista Belzoni

6 ' 7 ''

Thomas Jefferson (the statue)

7 ' 6''

Jefferson Davis (the statue)

7 ' 7''

Martin Van Buren Bates

7 ' 111/2''

M. Bihin, a Belgian exhibited in Boston in 1840

8'

Anna Haining Swan

8 ' 1''

John Thoreau’s sister Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau, was reared, like him and the other six children, in the Thoreau
home in Concord after the death of their mother Jane “Jennie” Burns Thoreau in 1896, by Jean Thoreau’s
second wife, the widow Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau.
Eventually Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau married and went to live in Maine. So: what was her husband’s name,
Thatcher or Lowell? Where did they live? Did Henry visit them on his trips to Maine?

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE OCTOBER 30TH, 1799 AT ALL
ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY,
TOMORROW, IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY
AT BEST).

Deacon John White
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March 7, Saturday: In his home in Concord, Jean Thoreau died “of consumption” at the age of 47, leaving an
estate of some $25,000.00 inclusive of the approximate value of his two homes, plus about $12,000.00 in good
securities and in cash:
Mr. Thoreau lost his health, moved to Concord,
and there finished his course like a christian.3

Thoreau Deaths
Name

Death Date

Age

Buried

John

March 1801

47

Concord

Mary

July 24, 1811

25

Concord

Sarah

August 1829

38

Concord

Miss Betsey

November 1839

60s?

Concord

John

January 1842

27

Concord

Helen L.

June 1849

36

Concord

After Jean’s death his widow and children, including 14-year-old John Thoreau, would continue residence in
this home that eventually would become the east wing of Concord’s present-day Colonial Inn, along with
John’s two sisters: Sarah Thoreau, a town seamstress, and Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau (Betsey), who had
inherited the house. Soon the orphaned boy John would be working as a clerk in the store of Deacon John
White.

If Henry Thoreau’s Aunt Maria Thoreau had been born, as we suppose, in 1796, the years of her mother Jane
“Jennie” Burns Thoreau’s death, this would put her at roughly 5 years of age at the date of her father’s death.

THOREAU
LIFESPANS
3. This is per the obituary of Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau, Henry Thoreau’s step-grandmother who had reared Henry’s father John
Thoreau and his sisters Sarah, Elizabeth Thoreau, Nancy, Aunt Jane Thoreau, and Aunt Maria Thoreau — who, like his grandfather
Jean Thoreau, had already died before Henry was born. It appeared in The Christian Disciple of October 1815, Volume III, No. 10.
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The house at Number 57 in Prince Street in Boston passed to the surviving children, John Thoreau, David
Thoreau, Sarah Thoreau, Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau, Maria Thoreau, Jane Thoreau, Nancy Thoreau, and
?????????? Thoreau (the name of this child does not seem to be anywhere on record), each receiving a oneeighth share.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

Deacon John White
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The orphaned John Thoreau went into Deacon John White’s store in Concord as clerk.4

THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

HENRY’S
RELATIVES

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

4. Would this have put Henry Thoreau’s father into direct contact with the Deacon’s cousin Ammi White?

HDT

WHAT?

THE PEOPLE OF CONCORD:

INDEX

DEACON JOHN WHITE
1806

At the age of 17 Moses Prichard relocated to Concord, where he obtained employment as a clerk under Isaac
Hurd, Jr. at what was being termed the “Green Store.” He boarded for a time with old Dr. Isaac Hurd. He
became engaged with Jane Hallett of Boston, age 16, daughter of Cape-Cod sea master Allen Hallett who for
many years captained a packet plying back and forth between Boston and England.
Deacon John White of Concord presented a church Bible to the community in Acton.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
Daniel Bliss died at the age of 66.
DANIEL BLISS [of Concord], son of Rev. Daniel Bliss, was born March
18, 1740, and graduated [at Harvard College] in 1760. He read
law with Abel Willard, Esq., of Lancaster, and was admitted to
the bar in Worcester County in May, 1765, and soon after
commenced practice in Rutland. He removed to Concord in 1772.
He married a daughter of Colonel Murray of Rutland, and, in
imitation of his father-in-law, embraced principles opposed by
the “sons of liberty.” In March, 1775, he left Concord, and was
afterwards commissary in the British army at Québec. He
subsequently settled in Fredericktown, New Brunswick, where he
was a counsellor at law, and afterwards chief justice of the
Court of Common Pleas. He died in 1806, aged 66. His was the
only estate in Concord confiscated by the government. He was a
man of great talents, popular manners, and energy of character.5

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

5.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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The one-story heavily timbered variety store structure that eventually would become the central building of
Concord’s Colonial Inn passed at this point from Deacon John White to Messrs. Hemmenway and Daniel
Shattuck, with the deacon retaining an interest in the enterprise.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

2d half of January: During the courtship of John Thoreau and Cynthia Dunbar, John had been living on the
Concord square and learning merchandising from Deacon John White, while Cynthia, the daughter of Mrs.
Captain Minot, had been living with her mother in the farmhouse on Virginia Road. At this point what usually
happened in New England during courtship in those days happened, and Cynthia became pregnant.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

DUNBAR
FAMILY

THOREAU
GENEALOGY

Deacon John White
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February 27, Saturday: The Shelleys fled from Tremadoc, going first to Ireland to recover from a printer there
the manuscript of THE ESDAILE NOTEBOOK.
“The Trustees of the Congregational Ministerial Fund in Concord” came into existence as a legal entity. The
initial board of trustees was Deacon John White, Deacon Francis Jarvis, and John L. Tuttle of Concord.
FINANCES.— In the early ages of the town, several lots of land
were reserved for the “public good,” and donations were made by
individuals for the same purpose. Most of them, however, were
disposed of without producing much permanent benefit, or
accomplishing the wishes of the donor. Captain Timothy Wheeler,6
in 1687, bequeathed to the Rev. Edward Bulkeley and the Rev.
Joseph Estabrook, who were then the ministers of the town, 20s.
apiece; and to the town about three acres of land, with a house
standing on the same, to be improved, all but half an acre (which
was “laid out to the training place” at the northwesterly end
of the public common), “for the furtherance of learning and the
support of a school in the said town.” This lot was that on which
the grammar school-house now [1835] stands, and then embraced
nearly all which would be included in a line drawn from the north
side of the house recently built by Ephraim Merriam, to the brook
and by the brook round to the Middlesex Hotel and the common.
These premises were several years leased and the rents applied
according to the wishes of the donor; but piece after piece was
unfortunately sold, till the school-house lot was contracted to
its present [1835] highly inconvenient dimensions. Captain
Wheeler also bequeathed to the town 40 acres of woodland, “to
be improved from time to time for the use and benefit of the
ministers of the said town.” This was the present [1835]
ministerial lot; and the people were long accustomed to hold a
bee, when a sufficient quantity of wood for the minister’s
annual consumption was drawn from this lot to his door.
The town directed, April 1, 1811, that the wood on this lot, and
on one in Carlisle, should be cut off and sold; and that pews
should be erected on some vacant floor in the meeting-house, and
also sold; and that the proceeds should be vested in the hands
of trustees, as a ministerial fund. Their first report was made
November 7, 1814, and shows the following results.
Proceeds of sales of wood on the ministerial wood-lot $2,566.13
Proceeds of sales of wood on a lot in Carlisle
364.27
Proceeds of sales of pews in the meeting house
1,365.55
————————
Total on interest from January 1st, 1814 $4,295.95
The first trustees were John White, Francis Jarvis, and John L.
Tuttle; and they and their successors were incorporated by an
act passed February 27, 1813, as “The Trustees of the
Congregational Ministerial Fund in Concord.” This fund has since
6. Captain TIMOTHY WHEELER died July 10, 1687 aged 86. He came to Concord in 1638, tradition says from Wales. Besides holding,
at different times, most of the important trusts in various town affairs, he was captain of a military company, and represented the
town eighteen years in the General Court, between 1653 and 1672. In all stations he appears to have conducted himself with great
propriety. At his death he was possessed of a very respectable estate. His will, which is recorded in the Suffolk Probate Records,
was dated the 1st of March next before his death. His second wife was Mary, daughter of Captain Thomas Brooks. They had no
male issue. One of his daughters, Elizabeth, married Ebenezer Prout, some time clerk of the House of Representatives; and another,
Rebecca, married James Minott, Esq., and was the ancestor of many distinguished individuals.
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been accumulating; and it received the additional legacy of
Humphrey Barrett,7 in 1829, of $500. No appropriations were made
from it till 1830; and on the first of January, 1831, it amounted
to $11,431.45.
In 1732, a committee was appointed, consisting of the Rev. Mr.
Whiting, James Minott, Jr., John Fox, and Samuel Heywood, to
make sale of the common and ministerial land in the town, and
vest the proceeds in other real estate. A “ministerial pasture
and plow land,” was accordingly bought west of the almshouse and
some time used as a “perquisite” lot. During the Rev. Mr.
Emerson’s ministry, it was sold for £75, or $250, and the annual
interest, $15, applied for the benefit of the minister. In
consequence of losses sustained during the revolution, it became
reduced to $100 nearly. In 1819, the town voted that the minister
should receive $15, the original perquisite; and the balance $9,
has been annually raised by a tax.8

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

7. HUMPHREY BARRETT was the son of Lieutenant Humphrey Barrett, and died without issue, March 13, 1827, aged 75. Abel B.
Heywood inherited, and lives on [1835], his real estate.

8.
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(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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August 24, Wednesday: Viscount Castlereagh arrived at Paris, where he would be meeting with King Louis
XVIII and Talleyrand before traveling on to Vienna.
As part of a conflict that was essentially a continuation of the American Revolution by way of a dispute over
the seas and over the border of Canada, on this day and the following one a British army defeated hastily
assembled defenders of Washington DC at Bladensburg, Maryland just north of the capital. The British would
go on to burn Washington, including the White House and most of the 3,076 books and 53 maps, charts, and
plans of the Library of Congress, along with paintings of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette by Madame Vigee
Lebruin. They would also put the chambers of the House and the Senate to the torch — but beware, it is sheer
mythology that the books were used as kindling for the fire in the legislative chambers.9
Waldo Emerson would reminisce in his journal in about April or May of 1856 about a British-invasion-ofBoston scare that had occurred in about this period of his childhood:10
I have but one military recollection in all my life. In 1813 or
1814, all Boston, young & old, turned out to build the
fortifications on Noddle’s Island; and, the Schoolmaster at the
Latin School announced to the boys, that, if we wished, we might
all go on a certain day to work on the Island. I went with the
rest in the ferry boat, & spent a summer day; but I cannot
remember that I did any kind of work. I remember only the pains
we took to get water in our tin pails, to relieve our intolerable
thirst. I am afraid not valuable effect of my labor remains in
the existing defences.

Because of the perceived danger that the English navy would besiege Boston, the Emerson family then moved
to Concord. Ralph Waldo attended the wooden schoolhouse in Concord square. He recited not only in school
but also from the top of the sugar barrel in Deacon John White’s store nearby. Here is a silhouette of the
“pilgrim profile” of Emerson’s aunt Mary Moody Emerson, who would loom large in his life though she stood
9.There is a patriotic or accommodative story in which the invading British army is persuaded not to burn the Library of Congress,
by being reminded of the ignominy of the burning of the Library of Alexandria in antiquity. This story sacrifices historical accuracy
to patriotism or to accommodationism. Contrast this with another story which has a much greater likelihood of having been the truth,
that the British were retaliating to the 1812 burning of the Canadian congressional library in York (Toronto) by an American
expeditionary force.
10. We do not know whether Emerson was referring here to Head Master William Bigelow or to his successor Benjamin Apthorp
Gould, a senior at Harvard College, for during 1814 after nine trying years Head Master Bigelow was being replaced in an attempt
to restore order and scholarship (many features of the Boston Latin School of today –among them the “misdemeanor mark” and the
practice of declamation– would be initiated during this disciplinary period.
I (Austin Meredith) have my own recollections similar to this, from World War II in San Diego CA. Have you seen the movie
“1943”? –It is exceedingly accurate to the spirit of the times, while the necessary task of routing all Americans of Japanese ancestry
into the new concentration camps in the inland desert was still going on, and the utter cooperation of the civilian (white) population,
real Americans, was vitally needed by our government authorities. As a 6-year-old my parents had me in a class digging lines of
foxholes across a football field, and marching around the parade ground of a religious school where my father was Chaplain, named
Brown Military Academy, with a wooden rifle. I lost my first baby tooth when I Left-Ho’d in formation when I should have RightHo’d –because the butt of the “rifle” of the boy next to me in formation slapped me up alongside the head– and I sat down on the
parade ground and began to cry and was afraid I was going to be courts-martialed. The vicious little yellow Japs were going to
invade, the Hearst newspapers were reporting that already they might be lurking offshore in their submarines, just out of sight, and
in a port city on the Pacific Ocean we were on the front lines and we needed to be utterly ready to defend our soil with our blood.
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at most 5 feet 0 inches tall, as she appeared in her youth, probably before her return to Malden MA:

THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
Joshua Barney was wounded and captured at Bladensburg, Maryland.

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE
HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE,
A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A
MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH
WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL
CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT.
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THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO “INSTANT” HAS
EVER FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.

November 7, Monday: United States forces captured the Spanish base at Pensacola (Florida).
Le due duchesse, ossia La caccia dei lupi, a dramma semiserio per musica by Simon Mayr to words of Romani,
was performed for the initial time, in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.
“The Trustees of the Congregational Ministerial Fund in Concord,” Deacon John White, Deacon Francis
Jarvis, and John L. Tuttle, made their initial report of the finances of the fund for the support of Concord’s town
minister.
FINANCES.— In the early ages of the town, several lots of land
were reserved for the “public good,” and donations were made by
individuals for the same purpose. Most of them, however, were
disposed of without producing much permanent benefit, or
accomplishing the wishes of the donor. Captain Timothy
Wheeler,11 in 1687, bequeathed to the Rev. Edward Bulkeley and
the Rev. Joseph Estabrook, who were then the ministers of the
town, 20s. apiece; and to the town about three acres of land,
with a house standing on the same, to be improved, all but half
an acre (which was “laid out to the training place” at the
northwesterly end of the public common), “for the furtherance
of learning and the support of a school in the said town.” This
lot was that on which the grammar school-house now [1835]
stands, and then embraced nearly all which would be included in
a line drawn from the north side of the house recently built by
Ephraim Merriam, to the brook and by the brook round to the
Middlesex Hotel and the common. These premises were several
years leased and the rents applied according to the wishes of
the donor; but piece after piece was unfortunately sold, till
the school-house lot was contracted to its present [1835] highly
inconvenient dimensions. Captain Wheeler also bequeathed to the
town 40 acres of woodland, “to be improved from time to time for
the use and benefit of the ministers of the said town.” This was
the present [1835] ministerial lot; and the people were long
accustomed to hold a bee, when a sufficient quantity of wood for
the minister’s annual consumption was drawn from this lot to his
door.
The town directed, April 1, 1811, that the wood on this lot, and
on one in Carlisle, should be cut off and sold; and that pews
should be erected on some vacant floor in the meeting-house, and
also sold; and that the proceeds should be vested in the hands
of trustees, as a ministerial fund. Their first report was made
November 7, 1814, and shows the following results.
Proceeds of sales of wood on the ministerial wood-lot $2,566.13
Proceeds of sales of wood on a lot in Carlisle
364.27
Proceeds of sales of pews in the meeting house
1,365.55
11. Captain TIMOTHY WHEELER died July 10, 1687 aged 86. He came to Concord in 1638, tradition says from Wales. Besides
holding, at different times, most of the important trusts in various town affairs, he was captain of a military company, and
represented the town eighteen years in the General Court, between 1653 and 1672. In all stations he appears to have conducted
himself with great propriety. At his death he was possessed of a very respectable estate. His will, which is recorded in the Suffolk
Probate Records, was dated the 1st of March next before his death. His second wife was Mary, daughter of Captain Thomas Brooks.
They had no male issue. One of his daughters, Elizabeth, married Ebenezer Prout, some time clerk of the House of Representatives;
and another, Rebecca, married James Minott, Esq., and was the ancestor of many distinguished individuals.
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Total on interest from January 1st, 1814 $4,295.95
The first trustees were John White, Francis Jarvis, and John L.
Tuttle; and they and their successors were incorporated by an
act passed February 27, 1813, as “The Trustees of the
Congregational Ministerial Fund in Concord.” This fund has since
been accumulating; and it received the additional legacy of
Humphrey Barrett,12 in 1829, of $500. No appropriations were made
from it till 1830; and on the first of January, 1831, it amounted
to $11,431.45.
In 1732, a committee was appointed, consisting of the Rev. Mr.
Whiting, James Minott, Jr., John Fox, and Samuel Heywood, to
make sale of the common and ministerial land in the town, and
vest the proceeds in other real estate. A “ministerial pasture
and plow land,” was accordingly bought west of the almshouse and
some time used as a “perquisite” lot. During the Rev. Mr.
Emerson’s ministry, it was sold for £75, or $250, and the annual
interest, $15, applied for the benefit of the minister. In
consequence of losses sustained during the revolution, it became
reduced to $100 nearly. In 1819, the town voted that the minister
should receive $15, the original perquisite; and the balance $9,
has been annually raised by a tax.13

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS,
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER,
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL
THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

12. HUMPHREY BARRETT was the son of Lieutenant Humphrey Barrett, and died without issue, March 13, 1827, aged 75. Abel B.
Heywood inherited, and lives on [1835], his real estate.

13.
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(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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It was Deacon John White’s self-appointed task to stop people from traveling on Sunday, and he was
especially strict about Lowell Road. In about this year he built as his own home a duplicate section at the west
end of his variety store. (This structure is now a central part of Concord’s Colonial Inn.)

THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST
CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.

Deacon John White

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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At this point, in Concord, Daniel Shattuck, who as a partner of Deacon John White had been living over the

variety store which now is a central part of the present-day Colonial Inn, was able to purchase that store and
its stock from his partner.

Concord had been allowing its poor to be housed separately, maintained by various contracts with various
individual providers, but in this year it took a contract whereby all the town’s paupers were to be housed
together at an Alms House and Poor Farm. This cost the town $1,450, although in subsequent years the total
cost would go down significantly. Here was the general financial situation:
Since the Revolution new state-valuations have been taken, once
in ten years, and that after the taking of the census. In these
valuations various articles of personal property are required
to be enumerated and described, not however uniformly alike. In
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the following table some of the principal only are mentioned.14

Articles of Property.

In 1781.

In 1791.

In 1801.

In 1811.

In 1821.

In 1831.

Polls

326

340

390

390

435

489

Dwelling houses

193

188

227

224

235

253

Barns

174

142

184

183

203

225

Other buildings

——

——

64

79

265

125

Acres of tillage land

1188

1063

1112

1156

1137

1098

753

721

840

992

1205

1279

Acres of Meadow

2089

1827

2236

2131

2153

2111

Acres of Pasturing

3099

4398

3800

2982

3852

4059

Acres of Woodland

3878

4436

3635

3386

3262

2048

Acres Unimproved

——

——

1282

1732

1392

2833

Acres Unimproveable

——

——

384

——

395

612

Acres Used for roads

——

——

——

348

286

——

Acres of Water

——

——

——

515

695

——

Barrels of Cider

882

799

1376

1767

1079

——

Tons of English Hay

——

——

731

838

880

836

Tons of Meadow Hay

——

——

1434

1453

1270

1370

Bushels of Rye

——

——

4738

2942

3183

2327

Bushels of Corn

——

——

10505

10052

11375

11424

Bushels of Oats

——

——

1388

1463

2372

4129

Horses

137

146

182

179

145

177

Oxen

324

288

374

326

337

418

Cows

916

775

934

831

743

725

Swine

137

308

290

269

294

408

Acres of English Mowing

The total valuation, in 1801, was $20,322, in 1811, $24,554, in 1821, $25,860, and in 1831, $36,681.29.

14.
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May 7, Sunday: The Rensselaer field expedition arrived at Utica, New York too late for morning services.
Some of the party would attend afternoon services at the Episcopal church. Frances, a black woman, was
engaged to cater for them all at $16 a day (this contract would cover all their food expenses).
In the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s handwriting in the Concord church’s records, there appears the following
curious notation:
The church tarried by the desire of the pastor, after the
communion service, and heard the request, in writing, of our
brothers and sisters, —John Voss and his wife, —David Hubbard,
—Phebe Wheeler, —Martha Whiting, —(and others) — to be dismissed
from this church and recommended to a Council which may be
convened for the purpose of organizing them, with others, into
a Church of Christ.... This request being sudden and unexpected
to members of the church, it was thought best not to reply to
the request without further consideration.

What had happened? Deacon John White was leading a dissident group of religious reactionaries out of the
church, to form one more to their own liking, to be known as the Trinitarian Congregationalist congregation.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
Deacon John White

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Winter: Concord’s school committee consisted of the Reverend Ezra Ripley, Dr. Abiel Heywood, Esq.,
Deacon John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt (perhaps a son of the Joseph Hunt who had died in 1812?), and Deacon
George Minott. Horatio Wood was from September 27th to August 28th the teacher of the grammar-school in
the town center (among his pupils was William Stevens Robinson, and, Franklin Benjamin Sanborn would
allege, John Thoreau, Jr.; in the following year he would teach instead at Newburyport) and was Edward
Jarvis’s principal companion out of school and study hours, walking together on many mornings. Henry
Swasey McKean had charge of the #3 “out-school” in Concord, that is, the one-room wooden school located
in the Nine-acre Corner district (this was during the winter of his senior year at Harvard College).
However, the Thoreau brothers 13-year-old John Thoreau, Jr. and 9-year-old David Henry Thoreau were
neither with schoolmaster McKean nor with schoolmaster Wood — they were instead being schooled at the
Town School in the center district under schoolmaster Edward Jarvis to prepare them for their transfer to the
Concord Academy under preceptor Phineas Allen.

REVEREND HORATIO WOOD
YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALITY OF TIME OVER THAT OF
CHANGE, OR CHANGE OVER TIME — IT’S PARMENIDES, OR
HERACLITUS. I HAVE GONE WITH HERACLITUS.

Deacon John White

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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The “little band” of 9 religious reactionaries of Concord, led by Deacon John White, established a
“Trinitarian” society and put its new church across the brook from the old church, on Walden Street. By 1830,
the Reverend Ezra Ripley would no longer have a monopoly on the religious life of Concord and thus it would
become possible for people to “sign off” from paying the parish tax to his church.

THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
Even Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau was for a time involved in this defection. Professor Robert A. Gross describes
it in his “Faith in the Boardinghouse: New Views of Thoreau Family Religion”:15
True to their stepmother Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau’s example,
Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau, Jane Thoreau, and Maria Thoreau made
public professions of faith over the years from 1801 to 1818.
So did Cynthia Dunbar in 1811. All single women in their late
teens and early twenties, they entered a pious sisterhood. In a
pattern common in New England Congregationalism, seven out of
ten members of the Concord church were women. But in 1826 the
“Misses Thoreau,” as they were often called in the town records,
bolted from the Reverend Ezra Ripley fold. No longer willing to
suppress misgivings over the parson’s “liberal” preaching, they
enlisted in the orthodox fight to restore “the primitive faith
of the new England pilgrims.” Elizabeth, Jane, and Maria Thoreau
were among the “little band” of nine doughty dissenters who
deserted Ripley’s flock in May 1826 and founded a Trinitarian
15. Robert A. Gross. “Faith in the Boardinghouse: New Views of Thoreau Family Religion,” Thoreau Society
Bulletin, Winter 2005
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church. Soon they were recruiting their kin. In April 1827,
sister-in-law Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau sought and won approval to
leave the First Church in anticipation of joining its rival.
But, as it turned out, she never did. Fourteen months later, she
returned to the family pew in the First Church, having “changed
her mind,” as the Reverend Ripley happily noted in the church
records. According to Walter Harding, who drew on the oral
memories collected by Edward Emerson, the stumbling-block was
the official creed that all members of the Trinitarian church
were obliged to embrace. Cynthia Thoreau refused to accept it
“verbatim,” and the church would not allow her “staunch
independence.” By contrast, the creed proved no problem for her
siblings: brother Charles Jones Dunbar began worshiping with the
Trinitarians in 1829, sister Louisa Dunbar joined them six years
later. In a Calvinist family circle, Cynthia and her husband
John Thoreau, Senior stood alone.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

July 6, Sunday: The Reverend Ezra Ripley made a notation in the records of his 1st Parish Church in Concord,
that “Our sister Cynthia Thoreau changed her mind, and did not offer herself for communion with the
Trinitarian Church, and is still a member of this church.”
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 6th of 7 M / Our Meetings were well attended & both
nearly silent. - The Afternoon was an uncommonly dull one to me.—
Before I went to meeting this morning I met with a plain looking
man at the door, who I took to be a man from Lynn & from his
open & familiar look it seemed as if I had seen him & as he
advanced I gave him my hand - he told me he was from Phila &
after a little familiar conversation I asked him in to the house
On conversing further I found he was not a member of our society,
but had been in his youth & was disowned for his outgoings, but
had become (as he called it) convinced, but had not joined any
society & was now travelling on truths account - I told him as
he was not a member we could not consent to his preaching in our
meeting, he said he did not attend any Meeting, but went round
chiefly conversing in families - said he had been to New Bedford
& Staid at S Rodmans. — well I said didst thou feel Saml & his
wife to be friends in the life of truth. - he replied, he did
not feel free to speak on that subject, but he could say thus
much that “while he was there he felt free” — finding what he
was, I felt but little openess [the word is crossed out] with

Deacon John White
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him & we frequently fell into long pauses. - I however told him
that I had no unity with discenters from friends such as followed
Elias Hicks - after a little dissultory conversation he got up
to go away saying that he was going to NYork in the Steam Boat
this Afternoon - I expected him at meeting but found he did not
come. —
Just as I rose from dinner he knocked at the door, came in & set
down to wait for the boat — I asked him some leading questions
on doctrinal subjects, particularly of his belief in the
Divinity of Jesus Christ, whether he believed in his character
as God & man, & whether he considered him as a meer prophet &
good man - he expressed an unwillingness to give his opinion on
these points of doctrine, & engaged[?] the necessity of
attending to the inward Light - said he was a friend to all good
folks of any denomination & that he did not meddle with
particular doctrines, especially the points on which Friends are
divided -but still where ever I found him he was associated with
those of the separatists or new order. — I told him he could not
get along so, that I knew as well as he knew any thing that there
were points which they held to that were not christian & took
away their claim to the name, that I wanted him to acknowledge
the true principle & give his strength to Orthodox Friends & not
to carry out two [?] but to come out on the right side, thus he
would openly & show himself subserve the good cause &c.
He told me that very soon after he came in in the Morning that
he perceived I was under bondage & oppression from a sense of
feeling. - I told him as to bondage, I acknowledged more of that
than I wished, & as to oppression, he was correct for I did
silently set up Lamentation over him, from an apprehension that
he had known something of the purifying power of truth in his
heart & been in some measure enlightened by it, but from a want
of properly embracing the Doctrines of the Gospel, he had not
attained to that clearness which he ought to have done — he
should bring what I had said to judgement & if it was for him
he should take it & if not it would pass off. - & urged the
necessity of Love &c & wished me to examine & see if my own words
did not apply to myself &c
This is a very imperfect outline of all that passed between us.—
but as the opportunity was a little remarkable I thought best
to insert something of it here - - we parted Kindly. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS,
WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

Deacon John White
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In Concord at this point, John White died. He had from 1784 to 1827 been Deacon of the local Congregational
Church.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
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The National Bank of Concord was founded. Before this national bank was started (and before a savings bank
would be started, in 1835), a Samuel Burr of the green store in Concord on the site of the present Catholic
Church, who had been acting as a savings banker for the village, had died. He had been using the moneys that
people had been placing with him at interest in the operation of his store, and had been very kind in allowing
credit to his customers — but upon his death, without embezzlement, his store had been discovered actually
to be bankrupt.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
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[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00
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At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee
was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon
John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations,
which are distinguished for enlightened views of education, and which, by
being generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered our
schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated,
in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few
towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and competent
education. I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers
of the grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning
in September.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown
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The Concord Academy was established, in 1822, by several gentlemen, who were desirous of providing means
for educating their own children and others more thoroughly than they could be at the grammar-school
(attended, as it usually is, by a large number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat, commodious
building was erected, in a pleasant part of the town, by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel Hoar,
the Hon. Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who own a quarter each, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks and
Colonel William Whiting, who own an eighth each. Their intention has always been to make the school equal
to any other similar one. It was opened in September 1823, under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who
kept it two years. He was succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard Hildreth, each one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, who was born October 15, 1801, and graduated at
Harvard College in 1825, has been the preceptor since September, 1827.16

ONE COULD BE ELSEWHERE, AS ELSEWHERE DOES EXIST.
ONE CANNOT BE ELSEWHEN SINCE ELSEWHEN DOES NOT.
(TO THE WILLING MANY THINGS CAN BE EXPLAINED,
THAT FOR THE UNWILLING WILL REMAIN FOREVER MYSTERIOUS.)

16.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Daniel Shattuck made over the whole store building which is now a central part of Concord’s Colonial Inn into
a dwelling which he rented to John F. Skinner; the building would until late 1893 therefore be known locally
as the Skinner House. Shattuck used the timbers of the White family’s barn to build an ell on the Lowell Road
side, about this time, and a stable for himself. These barn timbers were recycled timbers that originally had
been cut for the town meetinghouse in 1667, had then been re-used in 1710 when the old meetinghouse was
replaced with a new one (not for that new meetinghouse but in another new building, on the south side of the
common, which was intended for law courts and town meetings). Then Deacon John White had eventually
moved this court building, when it was old, to the rear of his West House, for use as his family’s barn.
Beginning at this point, the “Daniel Taylor” house built in 1804 or before would be undergoing alterations.
As modified, this is a structure still in existence.
OLD HOUSES

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2016. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.
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