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“The first casualty of war is Truth.”
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On the Isle of Jersey in the English Channel in this year, the Huguenot couple Philippe Thoreau and Marie Le
Galais Thoreau had a baby boy they would have christened on April 28th as Jean Thoreau (which makes him
a member of the 3d cohort subsequent to the great Huguenot diaspora). Later, the records of Concord town in
Massachusetts would falsely reflect, as below, not only that Jean’s given name was the English-language name
“John” but also that he had been born in Concord, that is, that he was an American by birth rather than an
immigrant:

Births
Name

Sex

THOREAU, John
THOREAU, Mary

F

THOREAU, Sarah

Birth Date

Birth Place

1754

Concord

1786

Concord

1791

Concord

Father’s Name

Mother’s Name

John

THOREAU, Helen L.

F

1813

Concord

John

Cynthia

THOREAU, John

M

1815

Concord

John

Cynthia

THOREAU, Sophia Elizabeth

F

Sept. 27, 1819

Chelmsford

John

Cynthia
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The parish records of St. Hélier show that on this island in this year, also, Marie Guillet was born to Jaques
Guillet and Elizabeth Quintal (or Quintare or Quintore) Guillet, and the godparents were listed as Jean
Perrochon and Marie Thoreau.
On the peninsula of Boston in the Massachusetts Bay, at their house on Prince Street, Mr. Burns and Mrs. Sarah
Orrok Burns had a baby girl they named Jane Burns.

THOREAU
LIFESPANS
(About all we know of this father is that he would not remain with his American family, at some point returning
instead permanently to Stirlingshire, Scotland.)

It was in this year that Ammi White was born in Groton, Massachusetts, son of Thomas White and Hannah
Faulkner White. (They named their infant after its maternal grandfather Ammi Ruhammah Faulkner. Note that
this infant could not have been the son of Deacon John White of Concord, in whose store Jean Thoreau’s son
John Thoreau eventually would work, since at the time he was only four or five years old. Deacon John White
was a son of Thomas White’s brother, Mark White, Jr., and therefore Ammi White’s 1st cousin!)
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
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YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

AMMI WHITE

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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April 19, Wednesday: People were trying to kill each other at Lexington, and then people were trying to kill each other
at Concord.
A MERICAN R EVOLUTION
The Reverend Asa Dunbar recorded of this day in his journal that: “Hostilities commenced at Concord &
Lexington.” The day that would be remembered as “Patriots Day” because folks perceived was a one-day
reprieve from the obtrusive Old Testament commandment “Thou shalt not kill,” and from the intrusive new
New Testament commandment “Love thine enemy.”1 For 24 hours, apparently, the operating rule would be not
the Ten Commandments (portrayed here as they have been presented on a T-shirt), not the Golden Rule, but a

much more intriguing “Thou shalt lay waste thine enemy.” The Bedford Minutemen, for instance, bore with
them a banner emblazoned with the motto of the Dukes of Kent, “Conquer or die.”
[next screen]

1. A POP ESSAY QUESTION. In terms of the above, define and provide synonyms for the term “patriot”:
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________.
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WALDEN: I was witness to events of a less peaceful character. One
day when I went out to my wood-pile, or rather my pile of stumps,
I observed two large ants, the one red, the other much larger,
nearly half an inch long, and black, fiercely contending with one
another. Having once got hold they never let go, but struggled
and wrestled and rolled on the chips incessantly. Looking
farther, I was surprised to find that the chips were covered with
such combatants, that it was not a duellum, but a bellum, a war
between two races of ants, the red always pitted against the
black, and frequently two reds ones to one black. The legions of
these Myrmidons covered all the hills and vales in my wood-yard,
and the ground was already strewn with the dead and dying, both
red and black. It was the only battle which I have ever witnessed,
the only battle-field I ever trod while the battle was raging;
internecine war; the red republicans on the one hand, and the
black imperialists on the other. On every side they were engaged
in deadly combat, yet without any noise that I could hear, and
human soldiers never fought so resolutely. I watched a couple that
were fast locked in each other’s embraces, in a little sunny
valley amid the chips, now at noon-day prepared to fight till the
sun went down, or life went out. The smaller red champion had
fastened himself like a vice to his adversary’s front, and through
all the tumblings on that field never for an instant ceased to
gnaw at one of his feelers near the root, having already caused
the other to go by the board; while the stronger black one dashed
him from side to side, and, as I saw on looking nearer,
had already divested him of several of his members. They fought
with more pertinacity than bull-dogs. Neither manifested the
least disposition to retreat. It was evident that their battlecry was Conquer or die.... I should not have wondered by this time
to find that they had their respective musical bands stationed on
some eminent chip, and playing their national airs the while, to
excite the slow and cheer the dying combatants. I was myself
excited somewhat even as if they had been men. The more you think
of it, the less the difference. And certainly there is not the
fight recorded in Concord history, at least, if in the history of
America, that will bear a moment’s comparison with this, whether
for the numbers engaged in it, or for the patriotism and heroism
displayed. For numbers and for carnage it was an Austerlitz or
Dresden. Concord Fight! Two killed on the patriots’ side,
and Luther Blanchard wounded! Why here every ant was a Buttrick,
–“Fire! for God’s sake fire!”– and thousands shared the fate of
Davis and Hosmer. There was not one hireling there. I have no
doubt that it was a principle they fought for, as much as our
ancestors, and not to avoid a three-penny tax on their tea; and
the results of this battle will be as important and memorable to
those whom it concerns as those of the battle of Bunker Hill, at
least.
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This all came about because the army that had been camped on Boston Common, early that morning, embarked
to cross the Charles River estuary with muffled oarlocks at the point which is now the corner of Boylston and
Charles streets (this part of the estuary long since filled in and the intersection now sports a statue of Edgar
Allan Poe). The “two lantern” signal from the steeple of one or another Boston church (we don’t actually know
which one, perhaps the Congregational church of which Revere was a member, or the nearby Anglican church
in the North End) meant that the soldiers were crossing the Charles River (Quinobequin) and being marched
through Cambridge, not that they were coming by sea, and the “one lantern” signal would have meant that the
soldiers were being marching down Boston Neck, through Roxbury. The two lanterns which were used had
been made in the workshops of Paul Revere or Rivière.2 General Thomas Gage had sent an army detail to
dismantle the steeple of the Old West Church, to ensure that it could not be used for any such signaling.
SLAVERY

As the Army marched up the Charlestown road from the Boston ferry landing, it would have passed a specimen
of local justice: an old set of chains with human bones inside them, dating to an incident of September 1755.
This had been an African slave, Mark, who had been left to rot after throttling, disemboweling and beheading
upon suspicion of having poisoned, or of having attempted to poison, his American owner, Captain John
Codman. (Keep this cage in mind, when you are tempted to suspect that what these indignant colonials had

2. This Huguenot silversmith received the warning signal from the church steeple while still in Boston and only afterward departed
from the city on his errand, rather than seeing the signal from the opposite shore as has commonly been fantasized.
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One of the men who were marching to unite with the Lexington militia, had slept the previous night in this
house:

He was Francis Nurse, a great grandson of Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse who had been hanged in Salem
as a witch and then, when the witch fervor had died down, been reinstated postmortem into her church.

The Lexington militia had assembled too early, in response to the riders coming out of Boston such as Revere,
and when the army column had not showed up by 2AM they decided to disperse and get some sleep. Shortly
before daybreak there were some 70 of them on the Lexington green, and they spread out in two lines to face
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the oncoming troops. Major John Pitcairn of the Marines called out to the army troops that they were not to

fire but were to surround these militiamen and then take away their weapons, and Captain John Parker of the
militia (ancestor of the Reverend Theodore Parker of Thoreau’s day, carrying his Charleville musket) called

out to the militiamen that they were not to fire, but were to disperse. At that point there was a gunshot, origins
unclear, and the army troops broke ranks and began to fire at the 27 militiamen. It would be pointless to inquire
who fired, as in such a situation at the instant that it occurs nobody has any idea where the round came from
or where it went and therefore everyone becomes terrified and presumes that he is being fired upon and
proceeds to fire as rapidly as possible at anyone who appears to be holding a weapon. As Parker stated it, the
result was that the army killed “eight of our party, with out receiving any provocation therefor from us.”
After this killing, and presumably after the army had collected the militia’s weapons,3 neighbors were allowed

to come forward to tend the wounded and remove the corpses, while the army got itself back into a column,
fired off one massive victory volley to clear their weapons, and marched on toward Concord. Major John
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Buttrick sent Captain Reuben Brown on horseback down Lexington Road toward Boston to report the firing
in Lexington. Captain Brown would ride more than 100 miles to the coast and back, while the soldiers were
looting his liveries and setting his barn on fire (neither the barn nor the house would be destroyed).
As the redcoat drums rumbled like thunder through the town’s streets, a panic-stricken 18-year-old named
Harry Gould was being consoled by the Reverend William Emerson. In Concord, while destroying what few
military stores they could get their hands on, the army also set afire the liberty pole in front of the courthouse.
The scene would be re-imagined and painted by Amos Doolittle and then a famous lithograph would be made

3. Likewise, we do not refer here to the militia as “the Americans” and the army as “the British,” since that is a later conceptual
framework and anyhow would have been false to the actual constitution of these bodies of armed men. There were in fact many
Americans in the paid colonial army, and I know of at least one Brit who was assembled with the Minutemen militia — before the
battle we know that he put aside his rifle for awhile and went down the hill to chat up various Redcoats. This was a struggle of a
militia faction of British subjects in America, the separatist faction, versus an army faction of British subjects in America, the
loyalist faction, similar to the struggle during the Iranian Revolution of 1979 between the Imperial Iranian Air Force cadets and
warrant officers, adherents of the religious faction in Iranian politics, versus the Imperial Iranian Ground Forces brigades, controlled
by officers adherent to the secular faction in Iranian politics. It is significant, then, using this more accurate terminology, that rather
than attempt to seize “the militia’s” stores and withdraw with them to Boston, “the army” was attempting to destroy those military
stores in place. This means that, going into this action, “the army” was already regarding its withdrawal to Boston to be the difficult
part of the day’s military operation, because, had they seized and relocated these military stores, “the army” could have made use
of them itself — the military may upon occasion become wanton in the destruction of civilian properties, just as it may upon
occasion rape, but military stores are never destroyed in place without at least one damned good reason. The major military stores
available to “the militia” were being stockpiled in Worcester rather than in Concord, because it was more of a march from Boston
for “the army” and was therefore safer. Had “the army” succeeded in its withdrawal from Concord, of course, it would have marched
to Worcester to destroy the bulk of the stores in the possession of “the militia,” in order to force “the militia” to return once again
to the political faction favored by the officers of “the army.”
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Sparks from the liberty pole, however, ignited the courthouse roof, and while that fire was extinguished
without great harm to the structure, the smoke from this fire caused the some 400 militiamen assembled in
safety on the rise on the opposite side of the Concord River to presume that it was the army’s intention to burn
their dissident town to the ground. In a column of pairs they approached the Old North Bridge, on the Concord
side of which were three army companies. The army made some attempt to render the bridge impassible by
removing planks, and then fired a volley which killed the militia Captain Isaac David and Abner Hosmer, in
the front rank of the Acton minutemen as their drummer, whose face was half shot away.4 It was then that

Major John Buttrick called out “Fire, fellow soldiers, for God’s sake, fire.” Thus it came to be that here the
embattled farmers stood and fired the shot heard ’round the world.5

Not counting those who were wounded but would survive, three redcoats of the Light Infantry Company, 4th
Regiment fell in the responding volley, Thomas Smith, Patrick Gray, and James Hall. One went down
evidently with a bullet through the head and two would die of bodily wounds. Two would be buried by
colonials where they had fallen next to the Bridge, and one would be buried in Concord center by the army
(somewhere “in the ragged curb where that road wound around the side of the hill,” a gravesite now evidently
disturbed during later centuries of construction activity). Through the affair Acton’s fifer, Luther Blanchard,
and the drummer Francis Barker, were performing a lively Jacobin tune, “The White Cockade.”6 According
4. When Deacon Jonathan Hosmer inspected Private Abner Hosmer’s faceless corpse, he found a breastpin his son had received for
his 21st birthday.
5. A footnote to Waldo Emerson’s famed line “Here the embattled farmers stood and fired the shot heard ’round the world”:
A publication of the Boeing Corporation would eventually declare that with the employees of the Boeing Corporation on the job,
making Minuteman ICBMs, it was quite a bit less likely that “some future poet” would be forced to “modify the words of
Ralph Waldo Emerson” into “Here the embattled farmers stood and fired the shot reaching ’round the world.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

THE PEOPLE OF CONCORD:

AMMI WHITE

to the Reverend William Emerson, the Reverend Waldo Emerson’s grandfather, who was watching from an
upstairs window at the Old Manse as these people shot off muskets at each other out at the North Bridge, one
or the other of the seriously wounded soldiers was then struck, as he attempted to rise, on the head with a
hatchet.
Ammi White was a private in Captain David Brown’s company of militia. Captain Brown7 had his home near
the Old North Bridge and in 1770 had been paid by the town of Concord to care for the causeway and wall
associated with that bridge. As the redcoats fell back from the firing, Colonel Barrett’s militia unit advanced
a short distance. According to reconstructions of what happened, the gravely wounded British soldier, between
the retreating and the advancing lines, was attempting to rise when he was chopped down with a small hatchet
by militiaman White, “not under the feelings of humanity.” He “barbarously broke his skull,” he “uplifted his
axe, and dealt the wounded soldier a fierce and fatal blow upon the head,” with Thomas Thorp of Acton nearby
but unable or unwilling to intercede:

This one circumstance has borne more fruit for me,
than all that history tells us of the fight.
Nathaniel Hawthorne
The Reverend William Emerson acknowledged the fact of an ax blow and acknowledged also that the soldier
languished for hours before expiring, but would insist that neither scalp nor ears were removed. When the
redcoats returned from Barrett’s farm and were grossing out at the sight of the wound on the head of their fallen
comrade, they told one another the story that the American militia had scalped him as if they were red savages
(the usual story, things like this typically are done to innocent white people by vicious persons of color). Five
soldiers would testify to having themselves seen the wounded man with the skin over his eyes cut and also the
top part of his ears cut off. There was not only misunderstanding, there was considerable exaggeration: A
rumor would begin to circulate that the dying soldier’s eyes had been gouged out. Ensign Jeremy Lister later
would write tendentiously and falsely that “4 men...killd who afterwards scalp’d their eyes goug’d their noses
and ears cut of, such barbarity execut’d upon the Corps could scarcely be paralleled by the most uncivilised
savages.” The army would be forced to abandon its dead and wounded that hot day, with soldiers falling not
only from bullets but also from sunstroke, and the citizens of Concord would need to dig a hole and inter two
of the bodies where they lay (there being no particular reason for the extra labor of transporting these dead
bodies anywhere else prior to interment), and one of the wounded soldiers, Samuel Lee of the 10th Regiment,
6. Major Francis Faulkner led a company, the “Acton Patriots.”
7. Captain David Brown of Concord (1732-1802) kept a diary of Bunker Hill action in 1775.

HDT

THE PEOPLE OF CONCORD:

WHAT?

INDEX

AMMI WHITE

left behind, eventually would become a Concord citizen. The commander of the Concord column, LTC Smith,
reported to his superiors Lord Percy and General Gage that “after the bridge was quitted, they scalped and
otherwise ill-treated one or two of the men who were either killed or severely wounded.” General Gage would
summarize this as: “... one scalped, his head much mangled and his ears cut off, though not quite dead ... a
sight which struck the soldiers with horror.” In Concord, stories would be generated that the person who had
used the hatchet had been merely a wood-chopping chore boy of the Emersons, or had been Frank, the
Emersons’ slave (the usual story, blame everything on some nearby flunky or on some handy person of color)
— but in fact there had been no such chore boy and black Frank’s activities on that date had been well vouched
for by members of the Emerson family.
Here is the story per D. Michael Ryan:
Various explanations for the cause of this deed were advanced.
The culprit was “half-witted”; excused only by excitement and
inexperience; startled by the soldier and acted out of fear; acting
to end the soldier’s suffering. Extreme claims noted that the victim
was trying to drown himself in a water puddle and begged someone to
kill him; had thrust at the American with his bayonet; or was an
escaping prisoner. None of these theories have a basis in fact and
had such mitigating circumstances existed, would certainly have been
mentioned by the Reverend William Emerson. While the British
publicized the incident, Americans chose to ignore it possibly due to
embarrassment, fear of reprisals, failure to appreciate its
importance or a notion that it would blot a historic cause. Provincial
authorities hesitated to confirm that the act had occurred but in
response to a Boston story insured that the burial detail testified
that “neither of those persons (2 dead soldiers buried at the bridge)
were scalped nor their ears cut off.” Concord historians Ripley [??]
and Lemuel Shattuck ignored the incident completely while well into
the 19th Century, British historians continued to write of the
scalping and ear cutting episode. A long guarded secret was the name
of the young culprit who tradition acknowledges as Ammi White.... The
British troops returning to Boston would remember the “scalping” with
fear, anger and a sense of revenge. This, together with civilian
hostility in Boston and the tactics of the colonials along the retreat
route, considered cowardly, would lead to army reprisals and
atrocities (house burnings, killing of unarmed men, bayoneting of
wounded and dead colonials, etc.) especially in the village of
Menotomy. Lord Percy’s relief column had been informed of the
“scalping” and General Gage would later use the story to offset
atrocity charges leveled against his troops.
In a much later timeframe Waldo Emerson would declaim at this famed bridge that “Here once the embattled
farmers stood / and fired the shot heard round the world” for the freedom of white people, and would sagely
say nothing about the alleged offing of a defenseless, critically wounded man with a hatchet. And then at an
even later date Henry Thoreau would be refused an audience in Concord, and would declare in Framingham,
Massachusetts that “The inhabitants of Concord are not prepared to stand by one of their own bridges” for the
freedom of black people. (That was in 1854 in his speech “Slavery in Massachusetts,” but Thoreau would be
preparing this sentiment as early as 1851.)
After some two hours more in Concord, the army began its disastrous withdrawal to Lexington, where its
remnants were reinforced by the 1st Brigade under Sir Hugh Percy.
In his SACRED GROUND,8 Edward Linenthal has presented an extended treatment of dissidence in the Concord
context in effect with one hand tied behind his back. That is, he does this while accomplishing the feat of not
8.

Linenthal, Edward Tabor. SACRED GROUND: AMERICANS AND THEIR BATTLEFIELDS. Urbana IL: U of Illinois P, 1991
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once bringing in the name of Thoreau. Picking up on the Emersonian description of the fallen farmer
minutemen of April 19, 1775 as having acted “from the simplest instincts,”9 Linenthal states that:
These instinctive warriors were ceremoniously perceived as men whose
New England origins nurtured republican principles that protected
them from the moral pollution of old-world warriors. Consequently,
the minuteman became a powerful cultural model for generations of
Americans at war and at peace: from Billy Yank and Johnny Reb in the
Civil War to the doughboys of World War I and the GI’s of World War
II; from the right-wing Minutemen of the 1960s to a more recent
transformation into the Minuteman intercontinental ballistic missile.
Patriotic rhetoric portrayed the minutemen as Christ-like saviors,
and citizens of Lexington and Concord were proud that these new-world
warriors drank from the wellsprings of liberty which, they believed,
ran especially deep in their towns.... Beyond the ever-present threat
of failing to measure up to the principles embodied by the minutemen,
the specter of defilement appeared in other ways. Beginning in
rancorous debate in the 1820s, a number of citizens of Lexington and
Concord claimed that their town was the authentic birthplace of the
nation. Each was accused of falsifying the national creation story by
refusing to grant this sacred status to the other.... If the encounter
on Lexington Green was not a battle but a massacre, were the martyred
minutemen really the first models of how Americans die in war or just
further examples of colonial victims? And if they were only victims,
could that affect popular perception of the potency of their
sacrifice?... On occasion, what some people perceived as defilement,
others viewed as creative attempts to redefine the meaning of the
events of April 19, 1775. Both the Vietnam Veterans Against the War
and the Peoples Bicentennial Commission understood Lexington and
Concord to be sacred ground when they held separate protests on the
Battle Green and at the North Bridge in the mid-1970s. In their view,
the purpose of protest was not desecration of a sacred spot, for they
believed the real defilement had been perpetrated by a new class of
American Tories who had severed the link between revolutionary war
principles (especially the principle of dissent) and contemporary
American life. Each group believed that its protest would spark the
recovery of the American revolutionary tradition, which was viewed as
crucial to the resuscitation of authentic American values that had
fallen into disrepair because of public apathy.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
The fifer boy of the Concord Minutemen was the son of Major John Buttrick, 15 years of age. The side drum
he used would belong to the son of Colonel James Barrett, Nathan Barrett, until it would fall apart and the town
would need to purchase a new one. One source alleges that a severe earthquake shook Concord.10 March and
early April having been extraordinarily warm, the apple trees around Concord were in bloom by April 19th,
and the soldiers being marched through Lexington toward Concord suffered heat prostration.
Later, when Lafayette would visit Concord as part of a triumphal tour, tiny Mary Moody Emerson would
approach him to let him know that she had been “‘in arms’ at the Concord fight” — she having been a newborn
during that period.
When word of approaching British troops was received, Captain Charles Miles had mustered his company near
the Wright Tavern.11 Included with the muster roll we can discover a handwritten note by Sergeant David
9.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. A HISTORICAL DISCOURSE DELIVERED BEFORE THE CITIZENS OF CONCORD, 12 SEPTEMBER 1835
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPORATION OF THE TOWN. Boston MA: W.B. Clarke, 1835.
10. Such an earthquake is not listed on the comprehensive scientific list of known New England earthquakes, which has no entries
between August 15, 1772 and February 7, 1776. –Presumably some historian has misunderstood a casual comment on the order of
“the earth certainly shook that day.”
ON THE
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Hartwell, “Concord, April 19th 1775, then the battel begune....”

On the high ground above North Bridge where the colonial force reformed, Captain Miles then joined the
officers’ conference. When it was decided to march into Town, the story is, the lead was initially offered to a
Concord captain but this man said he “should rather not go.” Since it was Captain Miles who was in command
of the senior minute company, and would not be in the lead, it is speculated that he might have been the one
to have said this. Captain Isaac Davis’s Acton company then led the march to the Bridge and while the position
of other units is uncertain, several accounts have placed Miles’s company either second or third in line. Years
later, the Reverend Ezra Ripley noted that when Captain Miles was asked his feelings when marching on the
Battle Bridge on April 19, 1775, he responded “that he went to the service of the day with the same seriousness
and acknowledgement of God which he carried to church. During the fighting it was though that this reluctant
captain had been killed, but he had only been somewhat wounded and would be able to continue to direct his
company during the chasing of the Regulars back to Charlestown.

We don’t have the names of the army casualties of this glorious day, only those of the militia and of bystanders.
The numerical estimate of General Gage’s intelligence officer was that about 25 of the soldiers had been killed
and almost 150 wounded; the estimate by a soldier, John Pope, was that 90 soldiers had been killed and 181
wounded; the estimate by Ensign De Berniere was that 73 soldiers had been killed, 174 wounded, and 25 were
missing in action; — and General Gage reported to his superior officer that 65 of his soldiers had been killed,
11. The Wright Tavern is called that because Amos Wright was renting the building from its owner Samuel Swan and keeping tavern
there when first the local militia gathered there and then Army officers Lt. Col. Smith and Maj. Pitcairn used it as their headquarters.
In such a quarrel the businessman of course would sell drinks to all comers.
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180 wounded, and 27 were missing in action.

Presumably what we would discover, if we had the names of the army casualties, would be that a significant
number of them had been Americans who had enlisted in the army.
Here are the names of the militia casualties and the civilian casualties including an unarmed 14-year-old
bystander (that’s termed “collateral damage”):

Town

Killed

Wounded

Isaac Davis
James Hayward
Abner Hosmer

Luther Blanchard

Bedford

Captain Jonathan Wilson

Job Lane

Beverly

Reuben Kenyme

Nathaniel Cleves
William Dodge III
Samuel Woodbury

Acton

Billerica

Missing

(would die this year of
wound)

Timothy Blanchard
John Nichols

Brookline

Isaac Gardner

Cambridge

John Hicks
William Marcy
Moses Richardson
James Russell
Jason Winship
Jabez Wyman

Charlestown

Edward Barber
James Miller

Samuel Whittemore

Samuel Frost
Seth Russell
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Chelmsford

Oliver Barron
Aaron Chamberlain

Concord

Nathan Barrett
Jonas Brown
Captain Charles Miles
George Minot
Abel Prescott, Jr.

Danvers

Samuel Cook
Benjamin Deland
Ebenezer Golwait
Henry Jacobs
Perley Putnam
George Southwick
Jothan Webb

Nathan Putnam
Dennis Wallace

Dedham

Elias Haven

Israel Everett

Framingham
Lexington

Joseph Bell

Daniel Hemminway
John Brown
Samuel Hadley
Caleb Harrington
Jonathan Harrington, Jr.
Jonas Parker
Jedidiah Munroe
Robert Munroe
Isaac Muzzy
John Raymond
Nathaniel Wyman

Francis Brown
Joseph Comee

Lynn

William Flint
Thomas Hadley
Abednego Ramsdell
Daniel Townsend

Joseph Felt
Timothy Monroe

Medford

Henry Putnam
William Holly

Needham

John Bacon
Nathaniel Chamberlain
Amos Mills
Elisha Mills
Jonathan Parker

Newton

Prince Estabrook
Nathaniel Farmer
Ebenezer Munroe, Jr.
Jedidiah Munroe
Solomon Pierce
John Robbins
John Tidd
Thomas Winship
Josiah Breed

Eleazer Kingsbury
Xxxxx Tolman

Noah Wiswell

Roxbury

Elijah Seaver

Salem

Benjamin Pierce

Stow

Daniel Conant

Daniel Conant

Sudbury

Deacon Josiah Haynes
Asahael Reed
Thomas Bent

Joshua Haynes, Jr.

Watertown

Joseph Coolidge
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Daniel Thompson
Asahel Porter
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Jacob Bacon
Xxxxx Johnson
George Reed

Here is an example of what we don’t know. When we somewhat belatedly erected this grave marker,
in the Year of Our Lord 2000, we presumed that the slain army soldier was a Brit although he may very well
have been simply one of the Americans who had enlisted not in what was at that time our militia but in what
was at that time our army:

Dr. Charles Russell, son of the Hon. James Russell, born in
Charlestown, graduated at Harvard College, 1757, and inherited
his uncle Chambers’s estate in Lincoln, where he resided as a
physician. He married Miss Elizabeth Vassall of Cambridge, and
from his father-in-law he contracted opinions opposed to the
measures of the people in the revolution, and left Lincoln on
the 19th of April, 1775, and went to Martinique, in the WestIndies, where he died.... Dr. Joseph Adams was also unfriendly
to the revolution, and went to England, where he died.12

12.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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When Timothy Dwight would write of his 1795 travels, while speaking of his passing through Concord he would
give a small amount of attention to the bucolic details of the place:
Concord was purchased of the Indians and incorporated
in 1635. Three persons only are known to have been
killed within the limits of this township by the
savages, although it was the first settlement made in
New England so far from the shore. From Boston it is
distant nineteen miles, from Williams’ in Marlboro,
fifteen.
The soil of this township is various. The higher
grounds have loam mixed with gravel. The plains are
sandy, light but warm, and friendly to rye and maize,
of which considerable quantities are carried to
market. Pastures are visibly few and indifferent.
Along the river, which is named from this town and runs
through the middle of it, lie extensive and rich
meadows. Hemp and flax grow here luxuriantly. Two acres
are said to have yielded in one instance one thousand
pounds of flax. Few fruits are seen except apples, and
these plainly do not abound as in most other parts of
the country.
The face of this township is generally a plain. A hill
of no great height ascends at a small distance from the
river on the eastern side and pursues a course
northward, parallel with that of the river. Between
this hill and the river lies the principal street.
Another containing a considerable number of houses
abuts upon it, perpendicularly from the western side.
The houses in Concord are generally well built, and
with the outbuildings and fences make a good
appearance. The public buildings are the church,
courthouse, and jail, all of them neat.

But then he would devote a good deal of his attention to this locale’s belligerent status as the site
of this notorious squabble.
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Concord will be long remembered as having been, partially, the
scene of the first military action in the Revolutionary War, and
the object of an expedition, the first in that chain of events
which terminated in the separation of the British colonies from
their mother country. A traveler on this spot, particularly an
American traveler, will irresistibly recall to his mind an event
of this magnitude, and cannot fail of being deeply affected by
a comparison of so small a beginning with so mighty an issue. In
other circumstances, the expedition to Concord and the contest
which ensued would have been merely little tales of wonder and
woe, chiefly recited by the parents of the neighborhood to their
circles at the fireside, commanding a momentary attention of
childhood, and calling forth the tear of sorrow from the eyes of
those who were intimately connected with the sufferers. Now, the
same events preface the history of a nation and the beginning of
an empire, and are themes of disquisition and astonishment to
the civilized world. From the plains of Concord will henceforth
be dated a change in human affairs, an alteration in the balance
of human power, and a new direction to the course of human
improvement. Man, from the events which have occurred here, will
in some respects assume a new character, and experience in some
respects a new destiny.
General Gage, to whom was committed one of the most unfortunate
trusts ever allotted to an individual, having obtained
information that a considerable quantity of arms and military
stores was by order of the Provincial Congress deposited in this
town,1 sent Lieut. Col. Smith and Major Pitcairn at the head of
eight hundred grenadiers and light infantry, with orders to
march to Concord and destroy the deposit. The troops were
accordingly embarked from the common in Boston, and landed on
the opposite shore in Cambridge at a place called Phipps’s farm.
Thence they marched by the shortest route to this town.

1.The whole amount of the warlike stores in the province of Massachusetts as they appear on a return,
April 14, 1775, is contained in the following list.
Firearms
21,549
Pounds of powder 17,441
Pounds of ball
22,191
No. of flints
144,699
No. of bayonets 10,103
No. of pouches
11,979
The whole of the town stocks
Firearms
68
Pounds of powder
357 1/2
Pounds of ball
66,78
No. of flints
100,531
Duke’s county and Nantucket were not included in this list.
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An expedition of this nature had for some time been expected.
Certain intelligence of it had been obtained the preceding
afternoon by Dr. Warren, who afterwards fell in the battle of
Breed’s Hill,1 and was forwarded by him with the utmost celerity
to the intervening towns, particularly to Lexington, where were at
that time Mr. Hancock and Mr. Adams, both afterwards governors of
Massachusetts.2 As these gentlemen were supposed to be the
principal objects of the expedition, the expresses who carried the
intelligence (Col. Paul Revere and Mr. William Dawes) were
peculiarly directed to them.3 They reached Lexington, which is four
miles from Concord, in such season that Messrs. Hancock and Adams
made their escape.4 Here, however, the expresses were stopped by
the British as they were advancing toward Concord; but Dr.
Prescott, a young gentleman to whom they had communicated their
message, escaped and alarmed the inhabitants of Concord.5
The British troops reached Lexington at five o’clock in the
morning. Here they found about seventy militia and forty unarmed
spectators by the side of the church. Major Pitcairn rode up to
them and cried out with vehemence, “Disperse you rebels; throw down
your arms, and disperse.” As this command was not immediately
obeyed, he discharged a pistol and ordered his soldiers to fire
upon the inhabitants. The soldiers fired, and the people instantly
fled. The soldiers, however, continued to fire at individuals. This
at length provoked a return, and several were killed on both sides.
Still the troops continued their march toward Concord, where they
arrived early in the morning. For the purpose of defense, the
inhabitants had drawn themselves up in a kind of order; but, upon
discovering the number of the enemy withdrew over the North Bridge,
half a mile below the church, where they waited for reinforcements.
The soldiers then broke open and scattered about sixty barrels of
flour, disabled two twenty-four pounders, destroyed the carriages
of about twenty cannon, and threw five hundred pounds of ball into
the river and neighboring wells. The principal part of the stores,
however, was not discovered.

1.Joseph Warren (1741-1755), Harvard 1759, an excellent physician in Boston, became deeply involved in
Revolutionary politics. Early in 1775, he gave up his profession to enter the army. He became president pro tempore
of the Provincial Congress and was elected a major general four days before his death.
2.John Hancock (1737-1793), Harvard 1754, adopted by his rich uncle Thomas, joined his successful mercantile firm.
The famous Revolutionary patriot was treasurer of Harvard College, 1773-1777, president of the Massachusetts
Provincial Congress, and first governor of Massachusetts in the new republic, 1780-1785. His successor was Samuel
Adams (1722-1803), Harvard 1740, better remembered for his incendiary role as one of the “Sons of Liberty” in the
Revolution. As lieutenant governor of Massachusetts in 1789, acting governor in 1793, and elected governor, 17941798, this turbulent man showed little understanding of the problems of the state or of the nation.
3.See Colonel Revere’s letters to the corresponding secretary of the Mass. Hist. Society….
4.Revolutionary patriot Paul Revere (1735-1818), a silversmith, was the official courier for the massachusetts
Provincial Assembly as well as an effective political cartoonist and the acknowledged leader of Boston’s artisans.
William Dawes (1745-1799) was one of the two men chosen to spread the alarm if the British troops should move to
raid the military stores deposited in Concord.
5.Samuel Prescott (1751-c. 1777) completed the famous midnight ride after Paul Revere was captured, but died later
in a prison in Halifax.
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After this work was completed, the troops advanced to the bridge
in order to disperse the Americans. Major Buttrick, of Concord,
who commanded the militia, being ignorant of the tragedy at
Lexington, had directed his men not to begin the fire.1 As he
advanced with his party, the light infantry began to pull up the
bridge; and, as he approached, fired, and killed two Americans one
of them a Captain Davis, of Acton, in the neighborhood.2 The fire
was instantly returned, and the troops were compelled to retreat.
Several of them were killed, several wounded, and a few taken
prisoners.
The party was pursued; and, after they had rejoined the main body,
the whole retired with the utmost expedition. On their way to
Lexington they were continually harassed by an irregular and not
ill-directed fire from the buildings and walls on their route.
Every moment increased the number of their assailants and their
own fatigue, distress, and danger. Upon the first intelligence
that the Americans had betaken themselves to arms, General Gage
sent a second detachment to the relief of Lieutenant Colonel Smith
under the command of Lord Percy.3 It amounted to nine hundred men
and marched from Boston with two fieldpieces, their music playing
the tune of Yankee Doodle to insult the Americans. As they were
passing through Roxbury, a young man who was making himself merry
on the occasion being asked, as is said, by his lordship, why he
laughed so heartily, replied “To think how you will dance by and
by to Chevy Chase.”
This detachment joined their friends at Lexington, where the whole
body rested for a short time, and with their fieldpieces kept the
Americans at a distance. The neighboring country was now in arms,
and moving both to attack the enemy and to intercept their retreat.
The troops, therefore speedily recommenced their march. From both
sides of the road issued a continual fire, directed often by
excellent marksmen, and particularly dangerous to the officers.
Major Pitcairn thought it prudent to quit his horse and lose
himself among the soldiery. Everywhere the retreating army was
pursued and flanked. Their enemies descended from every new hill
and poured through every new valley. Perplexed by a mode of
fighting to which they were strangers, and from which neither their
valor, nor their discipline furnished any security; exhausted by
fatigue, and without a hope of succor; the troops wisely withdrew
from impending destruction with the utmost celerity.

1.John Buttrick (1715-1791) was a leader of the Concord militia in action on April 19, 1775.
2.Isaac Davis (1745-1775), who led the Acton minute men against the British on the Concord bridge, was killed in
the first volley.
3.Hugh Percy, Duke of Northumberland (1742-1817), apparently disapproved of the war with the American colonies
although he entered military service against them.
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The salubrity of Concord violates the most received medical
theories concerning such diseases as are supposed to be
generated by stagnant waters. I know of no stream which
approaches nearer to a state of stagnation than Concord River.
Yet diseases of this class are seldom, or never, found here.
The cause I shall not pretend to assign.
Within these thirteen years the baptisms in Concord amounted
to 395,. Three fourths only of those who were born are supposed
to have been baptized. The number of births, therefore, was
about 527.
Concord contains a single congregation. The whole number of
inhabitants in 1790, as has been observed, was 1,590. In 1800,
it contained 227 dwelling houses, and 1,679 inhabitants; and
in 1810, 1,633.
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In their retreat, however, they set fire to several houses,
plundered whatever pleased their fancy or gratified their
avarice, and killed several unarmed persons: particularly two
old men, whose hoary locks pleaded for compassion in vain. Bunker
Hill, which they reached about sunset, was the first place of
safety and repose in their march. The next day they returned to
Boston.
In this expedition the British had sixty-five killed, and one
hundred and eighty wounded, and twenty-eight made prisoners: two
hundred and seventy-three. Among the wounded were fifteen
officers, one of them Lieutenant Colonel Smith. Of the Americans,
fifty were killed, thirty-four wounded, and four missing:
eighty-eight. Several gentlemen of reputation fell in this
conflict, and were regarded as martyrs in the cause of freedom
and their country.
Such was the issue of this memorable day, and such the
commencement of the Revolutionary War in the United States.
Whatever opinions may be adopted concerning the controversy
between the British government and the colonies by those who come
after us, every man of sober, candid reflection must confess that
very gross and very unfortunate errors existed in the measures
adopted, both in Great Britain and America, toward the colonies.
In both countries information was drawn and received almost
solely from those who espoused the system of the reigning
administration. It hardly needs to be observed that deception
and mischief were the necessary consequence. An opinion also was
boldly advanced, sedulously adopted, and extensively diffused
that the Americans were mere blusterers and poltroons. In the
British Parliament, Colonel Grant declared, with equal folly and
insolence, that at the head of five hundred, or perhaps (as
numerals are easily misprinted) of five thousand men, he would
undertake to march from one end of the British settlements to
the other, in spite of all American opposition.1 This declaration
would almost of itself have converted a nation of real cowards
into soldiers. Why it should be believed that the descendants of
Englishmen, Scotchmen, and Irishmen were cowards, especially by
their brethren descended from the same ancestors, I shall not
take upon me to explain. The difficulties and hazards attendant
upon a war conducted at the distance of three thousand miles from
the source of control and supplies were certainly not realized
by the British cabinet. As little did they realize the
disposition or the circumstances of the Americans.

1.Probably Dwight refers to James Grant (1720-1806), member of Parliament at different times, a military man
who went to America with reinforcements under Howe and became a general.
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General Gage’s principal advisers were of two classes, both very
unhappily fitted to give him useful advice. One class was
composed of Britons, utterly unacquainted with the state of the
country, unwarrantably relying on their own prowess, and
foolishly presuming on the supposed pusillanimity of the
colonists. The other class was composed of colonists who had
embarked their all in British measures, were generally deceived
themselves, and were strongly prompted by every motive to deceive
him. When the expedition to Concord was planned, it is probable
that neither General Gage, nor his advisers, expected the least
attempt at resistance. This opinion was bandied through the whole
party in Boston. At the same time were continually circulated
fulsome panegyrics on the bravery of the British troops. Silly
jests and contemptible sneers were also reiterated concerning
the dastardly character of the colonists. All these were spread,
felt, and remembered. The expedition to Concord refuted them all.
Concord, as has been observed, lies almost equally on both sides
of the river to which it gives its name. The surface of the
township is generally level and low, and the river remarkably
sluggish. From these facts a traveler would naturally conclude
that Concord must be unhealthy. The following statement will
however prove this conclusion to be unsound.
In the year 1790, the township contained 1,590 inhabitants. Of
these, seventy-five were seventy years of age, or upward.
From the year 1779 to 1791 inclusive, a period of thirteen years,
222 persons died. The greatest number in a single year was
twenty-five, the least ten. The average number was seventeen. Of
these, fifty-nine were more than seventy, thirty others more than
eighty, and eight more than ninety, amounting in the whole to
ninety-seven (out of 222) who passed the limit of seventy years.
It is presumed, a more remarkable instance of health and
longevity cannot be produced. Almost 7/17 of the whole number
deceased have during this period reached the boundary of human
life. It is scarcely to be imagined that even here a similar list
will be furnished a second time. Yet the Rev. Mr. Ripley,
minister of Concord, who kept this register, informed me that
the state of health during this period did not, so far as he had
observed, differ very materially from what was common.1

1.Ezra Ripley (1751-1841), Harvard 1776, became pastor of the First Church in Concord, Massachusetts, in 1778.
There he founded what was perhaps the first temperance society in the country. He was the stepfather of Ralph
Waldo Emerson.
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August 12, Tuesday: In Concord, the Reverend Ezra Ripley united Ammi White, a cabinetmaker in his early 30s, with
Mary Minot (page 256, CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).
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During this year Dr. Timothy Minott, Jr. sold the home that would eventually become the east wing of
Concord’s Colonial Inn to his new son-in-law Ammi White, a cabinet-maker who would add a long shop or
shed to that structure. On the same day, Dr. Minot sold the one-story heavily timbered store next door, that
eventually would become the central building of the Colonial Inn, to his new son-in-law’s father, Deacon John
White.

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

January 6, Tuesday: Harry White, 1st child of Mr. and Mrs. Ammi White and Mary Minot White, was born (page 261,
CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).

AMMI WHITE

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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September 2, Thursday: George White, 2d child of Mr. and Mrs. Ammi White and Mary Minot White, was born (page
262, CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).
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October 7, Sunday: Nancy White, 3d child of Mr. and Mrs. Ammi White and Mary Minot White, was born (page 264,
CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).
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May 27, Wednesday: Charles White, 4th child of Mr. and Mrs. Ammi White and Mary Minot White, was born in
Concord (page 265, CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).
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May 11, Thursday: Cyrus White, 5th child of Mr. and Mrs. Ammi White and Mary Minot White, was born (page 271,
CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).
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October 30, Wednesday: As Henry Thoreau would later record in his journal, “Mother first came to Concord about the
same age that father did, but a little before him.” Deacon John White’s cousin Ammi White sold Jean Thoreau
some land and the home with added shed that eventually would become the East House of Concord’s Colonial
Inn. This was the house next door to where the town stored its explosives — so it must have been available at
a considerable discount.13 Deacon White’s wife Esther, a neighbor, was the sister of Jean’s 2nd wife in

Concord, Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau (the brothers of Esther and Rebecca ran the bakery in Wright Tavern).
Mr. Thoreau lost his health, moved to Concord, . . .
January 23, Saturday, 1858: … Mrs. William Monroe told Sophia last evening that she remembered
her (Sophia’s) grandfather very well, that he was taller than Father, and used to ride out to their house–she was
a Stone and lived where she and her husband did afterward, now Darius Merriam’s–when they made cheeses,
to drink the whey, being in consumption. She said that she remembered Grandmother too, Jennie Burns, how
she came to the schoolroom (in Middle Street (?), Boston) once, leading her little daughter Elizabeth, the latter
so small that she could not tell her name distinctly, but spoke thick and lispingly,– “Elizabeth Orrock
Thoreau.”14

JANE “JENNIE” BURNS THOREAU
JEAN THOREAU
CONSUMPTION

13. This house is now the north end of the Colonial Inn, the building to the right in the drawing by John Downes,

and to the best of any guest’s knowledge no explosives are presently being stored next door.
14. Vide February 7th.
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One should not forbear to mention that it would not have taken much to be “taller than Father” John Thoreau,
who was a remarkably short man, and that thus this passage in the journal in no way implied that Jean Thoreau
had been tall:
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Table of Altitudes

Yoda

2 ' 0 ''

Lavinia Warren

2 ' 8 ''

Tom Thumb, Jr.

3 ' 4 ''

Lucy (Australopithecus Afarensis)

3 ' 8 ''

Hervé Villechaize (“Fantasy Island”)

3 ' 11''

Charles Proteus Steinmetz

4 ' 0 ''

Mary Moody Emerson per FBS (1)

4 ' 3 ''

Alexander Pope

4 ' 6 ''

Benjamin Lay

4 ' 7 ''

Gary Coleman (“Arnold Jackson”)

4 ' 8 ''

Queen Victoria with osteoporosis

4 ' 8 ''

Queen Victoria as adult

4 ' 10 ''

Margaret Mitchell

4 ' 10 ''

length of newer military musket

4 ' 10''

Charlotte Brontë

4 ' 10-11''

Harriet Beecher Stowe

4 ' 11''

Laura Ingalls Wilder

4 ' 11''

a rather tall adult Pygmy male

4 ' 11''

John Keats

5 ' 0 ''

Clara Barton

5 ' 0 ''

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

5 ' 0 ''

Andrew Carnegie

5 ' 0 ''

Thomas de Quincey

5 ' 0 ''

Stephen A. Douglas

5 ' 0 ''

Danny DeVito

5 ' 0 ''

Immanuel Kant

5 ' 0 ''

William Wilberforce

5 ' 0 ''

Mae West

5 ' 0 ''

Mother Teresa

5 ' 0 ''

Deng Xiaoping

5 ' 0 ''

Dred Scott

5 ' 0 '' (±)

Captain William Bligh of HMS Bounty

5 ' 0 '' (±)

Harriet Tubman

5 ' 0 '' (±)

Mary Moody Emerson per FBS (2)

5 ' 0 '' (±)

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island

5 ' 0 '' (+)

Bette Midler

5 ' 1 ''

Jemmy Button

5 ' 2 ''

Margaret Mead

5 ' 2 ''

R. Buckminster “Bucky” Fuller

5 ' 2 ''

Yuri Gagarin the astronaut

5 ' 2 ''
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William Walker

5 ' 2 ''

Horatio Alger, Jr.

5 ' 2 ''

length of older military musket

5 ' 2 ''

the artist formerly known as Prince

5 ' 21/2''

typical female of Thoreau's period

5 ' 21/2''

Francis of Assisi

5 ' 3 ''

Voltaire

5 ' 3 ''

Mohandas Gandhi

5 ' 3 ''

Sammy Davis, Jr.

5 ' 3 ''

Kahlil Gibran

5 ' 3 ''

Friend Daniel Ricketson

5 ' 3 ''

The Reverend Gilbert White

5 ' 3 ''

Nikita Khrushchev

5 ' 3 ''

Sammy Davis, Jr.

5 ' 3 ''

Truman Capote

5 ' 3 ''

Kim Jong Il (North Korea)

5 ' 3 ''

Stephen A. “Little Giant” Douglas

5 ' 4 ''

Francisco Franco

5 ' 4 ''

President James Madison

5 ' 4 ''

Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili “Stalin”

5 ' 4 ''

Alan Ladd

5 ' 4 ''

Pablo Picasso

5 ' 4 ''

Truman Capote

5 ' 4 ''

Queen Elizabeth

5 ' 4 ''

Ludwig van Beethoven

5 ' 4 ''

Typical Homo Erectus

5 ' 4 ''

typical Neanderthal adult male

5 ' 41/2''

Alan Ladd

5 ' 41/2''

comte de Buffon

5 ' 5 '' (-)

Captain Nathaniel Gordon

5 ' 5 ''

Charles Manson

5 ' 5 ''

Audie Murphy

5 ' 5 ''

Harry Houdini

5 ' 5 ''

Hung Hsiu-ch'üan

5 ' 5 ''

Marilyn Monroe

5 ' 51/2''

T.E. Lawrence “of Arabia”

5 ' 51/2''

average runaway male American slave

5 ' 5-6 ''

Charles Dickens

5 ' 6? ''

President Benjamin Harrison

5 ' 6 ''

President Martin Van Buren

5 ' 6 ''

James Smithson

5 ' 6 ''

Louisa May Alcott

5 ' 6 ''
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

5 ' 61/2''

Napoleon Bonaparte

5 ' 61/2''

Emily Brontë

5 ' 6-7 ''

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

5 ' ? ''

average height, seaman of 1812

5 ' 6.85 ''

Oliver Reed Smoot, Jr.

5 ' 7 ''

minimum height, British soldier

5 ' 7 ''

President John Adams

5 ' 7 ''

President John Quincy Adams

5 ' 7 ''

President William McKinley

5 ' 7 ''

“Charley” Parkhurst (a female)

5 ' 7 ''

Ulysses S. Grant

5 ' 7 ''

Henry Thoreau

5 ' 7 ''

the average male of Thoreau's period

5 ' 71/2 ''

Edgar Allan Poe

5 ' 8 ''

President Ulysses S. Grant

5 ' 8 ''

President William H. Harrison

5 ' 8 ''

President James Polk

5 ' 8 ''

President Zachary Taylor

5 ' 8 ''

average height, soldier of 1812

5 ' 8.35 ''

President Rutherford B. Hayes

5 ' 81/2''

President Millard Fillmore

5 ' 9 ''

President Harry S Truman

5 ' 9 ''

President Jimmy Carter

5 ' 91/2''

Herman Melville

5 ' 93/4''

Calvin Coolidge

5 ' 10''

Andrew Johnson

5 ' 10''

Theodore Roosevelt

5 ' 10''

Thomas Paine

5 ' 10''

Franklin Pierce

5 ' 10''

Abby May Alcott

5 ' 10''

Reverend Henry C. Wright

5 ' 10''

Nathaniel Hawthorne

5 ' 101/2''

Louis “Deerfoot” Bennett

5 ' 101/2''

Friend John Greenleaf Whittier

5 ' 101/2''

President Dwight D. Eisenhower

5 ' 101/2''

Sojourner Truth

5 ' 11''

President Grover Cleveland

5 ' 11''

President Herbert Hoover

5 ' 11''

President Woodrow Wilson

5 ' 11''

President Jefferson Davis

5 ' 11''

President Richard M. Nixon

5 ' 111/2''
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Robert Voorhis the hermit of Rhode Island

<6'

Frederick Douglass

6 ' (-)

Anthony Burns

6 ' 0 ''

Waldo Emerson

6 ' 0 ''

Joseph Smith, Jr.

6 ' 0 ''

David Walker

6 ' 0 ''

Sarah F. Wakefield

6 ' 0 ''

Thomas Wentworth Higginson

6 ' 0 ''

President James Buchanan

6 ' 0 ''

President Gerald R. Ford

6 ' 0 ''

President James Garfield

6 ' 0 ''

President Warren Harding

6 ' 0 ''

President John F. Kennedy

6 ' 0 ''

President James Monroe

6 ' 0 ''

President William H. Taft

6 ' 0 ''

President John Tyler

6 ' 0 ''

John Brown

6 ' 0 (+)''

President Andrew Jackson

6 ' 1''

Alfred Russel Wallace

6 ' 1''

President Ronald Reagan

6 ' 1''

Venture Smith

6 ' 11/2''

John Camel Heenan

6 ' 2 ''

Crispus Attucks

6 ' 2 ''

President Chester A. Arthur

6 ' 2 ''

President George Bush, Senior

6 ' 2 ''

President Franklin D. Roosevelt

6 ' 2 ''

President George Washington

6 ' 2 ''
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Gabriel Prosser

6 ' 2 ''

Dangerfield Newby

6 ' 2 ''

Charles Augustus Lindbergh

6 ' 2 ''

President Bill Clinton

6 ' 21/2''

President Thomas Jefferson

6 ' 21/2''

President Lyndon B. Johnson

6 ' 3 ''

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

6 ' 3 ''

Richard “King Dick” Seaver

6 ' 31/4''

President Abraham Lincoln

6 ' 4 ''

Marion Morrison (AKA John Wayne)

6 ' 4 ''

Elisha Reynolds Potter, Senior

6 ' 4 ''

Thomas Cholmondeley

6 ' 4 '' (?)

Franklin Benjamin Sanborn

6 ' 5 ''

Peter the Great of Russia

6 ' 7 ''

Giovanni Battista Belzoni

6 ' 7 ''

Thomas Jefferson (the statue)

7 ' 6''

Jefferson Davis (the statue)

7 ' 7''

Martin Van Buren Bates

7 ' 111/2''

M. Bihin, a Belgian exhibited in Boston in 1840

8'

Anna Haining Swan

8 ' 1''

John Thoreau’s sister Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau, was reared, like him and the other six children, in the Thoreau
home in Concord after the death of their mother Jane “Jennie” Burns Thoreau in 1896, by Jean Thoreau’s
second wife, the widow Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau.
Eventually Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau married and went to live in Maine. So: what was her husband’s name,
Thatcher or Lowell? Where did they live? Did Henry visit them on his trips to Maine?

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE OCTOBER 30TH, 1799 AT ALL
ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY,
TOMORROW, IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY
AT BEST).

AMMI WHITE

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1802

The orphaned John Thoreau went into Deacon John White’s store in Concord as clerk.15

THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

HENRY’S
RELATIVES

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

15. Would this have put Henry Thoreau’s father into direct contact with the Deacon’s cousin Ammi White?
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1807

Concord resident Ammi White, at this point in his 50s, confided to Charles Handley that when, as a militiaman
at the age of about 21, he had chopped the head of a badly wounded soldier who was trying to stand, with his
hatchet after the bridge fight in 1775 — he had supposed himself to be doing what as a militiaman he was
supposed to do — and had been very surprised at the bad reaction that he later encountered.
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1820

Ammi White died in Westmoreland, New Hampshire at the age of 66.
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1925

Publication of Allen French’s THE DAY OF CONCORD AND LEXINGTON. In this effort French refers to two army
casualties at the Old North Bridge or “Battle Bridge”: one killed, the other wounded. A young boy carrying an
ax wanders onto the bridge and the wounded one is trying to rise up — the lad is startled by this and whops
him several times with said ax, severing his ear and creating other head gashes: “...the poor object lived an
hour or two before he expired ... it is a pitiful story. He lies to-day, an Unknown Soldier, were alien hands
buried him. But early in the spring come British veterans to decorate his grave, and Americans fire a salute
above him.” –Yeah, for sure, for sure.
AMMI WHITE
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When Allen French interviewed an elderly resident of Concord, she was still reluctant to indicate the name of
the militiaman who had delivered the infamous hatchet chop at the bridge fight in 1775.
AMMI WHITE

This professor was therefore granted no opportunity to correct the absurd story he had told in 1925 in THE DAY
OF CONCORD AND LEXINGTON, that there had been two army casualties at the Old North Bridge, one killed,
the other wounded, and that a young boy carrying an ax had wandered onto the bridge while the wounded one
was trying to rise up — the lad had been startled by this and had whopped him several times with the said ax,
severing his ear and creating other head gashes, the pathetic conclusion remaining as follows: “...the poor
object lived an hour or two before he expired ... it is a pitiful story. He lies to-day, an Unknown Soldier, were
alien hands buried him. But early in the spring come British veterans to decorate his grave, and Americans fire
a salute above him.”
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June 23, Wednesday: According to a TV review on page B3 in the morning’s New York Times, by Alessandra Stanley,
there was to be a history program on PBS, prepared by the BBC, which would allege that after the Battle of
Concord on April 19, 1775, British soldiers stumbled on the body of a dying comrade, scalped, his “ears and
other parts” cut off in what the TV commentator, the British military historian Richard Holmes, was going to
characterize as the “first atrocity” of the Revolutionary War. –This would be in reference, of course, to the act
of one of the militiamen of Concord, Ammi White:
British troops are portrayed with
sympathy. After the battle of Concord, British soldiers stumble on the
body of a dying comrade, scalped, his
ears and other parts cut off in what
Mr. Holmes describes as “the first
atrocity of the war.” (middle of column 2)
When Mel Gibson put out his movie “The Patriot” in 2000 about the American Revolution, one of the things
he did for dramatic effect was toy a tiny bit with the truth. When he depicted a vicious atrocity that had been
perpetrated by the American revolutionaries, on the silver screen — he depicted it as being perpetrated by the
callous British redcoats on us righteous patriots. Now, are we to suppose, in this BBC production, is it to be
payback time?
Well, that PBS program turned out to be not nearly so bad as this advance review had indicated! The actual
commentary by the military historian had a preliminary qualifying phrase this excited reviewer had neglected
to report. That preliminary qualifying phrase made his report of a “first atrocity” into a mere description of the
state of mind of the British army soldiers, rather than a description of the actual wound inflicted at Battle
Bridge by the hatchet of Ammi White. The thing is, as a description of what actually happened, such a report
might be inadequate, but as a description of the mere state of mind of British army soldiers, on the other hand,
it may well be accurate enough — the Brits were in fact eager to construe these militiamen as American
savages. There is exaggeration (from a piece of one ear to an entire ear, and from an entire ear to plural “ears,”
and added to that there is the conceit that a head wound constitutes a “scalping”) but over and above that, the
voice-over commentary to the program makes no general ambiguous remark “his ears and other parts” of his
body, suggestive as that would be of such horrors as genital mutilation. What Richard Holmes actually
instanced is quite specific, “ears and brains,” — nothing about what had been reported in the newspaper of
record, ambiguous “other parts.” One may well object to this sort of newspaper reporting, but in the PBS/BBC
program itself — there turned out to be not that much to object to.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2016. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: December 9, 2016
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

