
PIERRE THOREAU AND JEANNE SERVANT

“I read somewhere that everybody on this planet is
separated by only six other people. Six degrees of
separation. Between us and everybody else on this
planet.”

— Ouisa, in John Guare’s
“SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION”

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

HENRY’S
RELATIVES
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This was based on the small-world studies of Stanley Milgram.
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In about this year Pierre Thoreau was born in a Huguenot family in the Poitou-Charentes district of France. 
The mother of this Thoreau family probably had been a member of the de la Lesroy family.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

1675
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October 18, Sunday (Old Style): John Evelyn’s diary entry for this day was in part as follows:

Dr. Good-man [at Whitehall:] preached on 2:Cor:4:18:
The King was now building all that range from East to west by the Court & Garden to the 
streete, & making a new Chapel for the Queene, whose Lodgings this new building was: 
as also a new Council Chamber & offices next the South end of the Banqueting-house:

1685
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King Louis XIV of France commenced a merciless persecution of his Protestant subjects., by declaring the 
April 13, 1598 Edict of Nantes which had been issued by King Henry IV to be null and void and by 
removing all religious and civil liberties of any French citizens who were Huguenots.
The eighth and largest mass out-migration of Huguenots began:1

In this year Pierre Thoreau, who at the time was approximately ten years of age, his two sisters Francoise and 
Marie, and their mother, fled from the Poitou-Charentes district of France, initially to Richmond near London 
and then to St. Hélier on the island of Jersey in the English Channel. Presumably this religio-political situation 
was what occasioned the flight, at penalty of being sent to row in the galleys had they been intercepted. (We 
can imagine the image above, which is of Huguenots arriving in this year on the shingle beach under the white 
cliffs at Dover, as an approximation of the group including the combined Thoreau and Guillet families 
disembarking in the harbor on the island of Jersey!) Presumably the Thoreau family fled from France to Jersey 
in the Channel Islands in about 1685, at roughly the same time that the Jacques Louis Guillet family fled to 

1. This movement of refugees is said to have been the “largest forced migration of Europeans in the early modern period.” Refer 
to Jon Butler’s THE HUGUENOT IN AMERICA: A REFUGEE PEOPLE IN NEW WORLD SOCIETY. Cambridge MA: Harvard UP, 1983.
The English word “refugee” would come about due to reluctance to employ the term “diaspora” which seemed to be reserved for 
the scattering of the Jews per JOHN 7:35. The Huguenots amounted to some 1/4th million out of France’s 20 million citizens, 
and during the years 1682-1690 were concentrated in the West and in the South. After some 50,000 had fled to England, they made 
up 5% of London town at a time when the London population was 10% of England. Genetically, the statistical probability that 
the next English person you meet in England will have at least some Huguenot ancestry is 75%. Refer to Bernard Cottret’s THE 
HUGUENOT IN ENGLAND and to Peter Steven Gannon’s volume on REFUGEES IN THE SETTLING OF COLONIAL AMERICA.
In 1985 French President Mitterrand would issue an official apology, on behalf of the French government and the French 
people, for Louis XIV’s diktat revoking the Edict of Nantes, and a commemorative postage stamp would be issued characterizing 
this our modern era as under the suasion of “Tolerance, Pluralism, Brotherhood.”)

WALDENSES
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Jersey, because the two families were intermarried.

It would be Pierre’s grandson Philippe Thoreau who would become the ancestor of Henry David, but it would 
be his great-granddaughter Marie who would marry Charles William Guillet in 1796 and it would be their son 
John Guillet who would emigrate in 1832 to Cobourg on Lake Ontario east of Toronto, eventually producing 
Edwin Clarence Guillet, the Canadian historian. Since the American branch of the Thoreau family would 
come to an end with the unmarried generation of Helen Louisa Thoreau, John Thoreau, Jr., Henry David 
Thoreau, and Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau, this Edwin Clarence Guillet, who died in 1974, would be one of 
Henry David’s few modern American relatives (though Henry had a closer relative in England until 1949, a 
son of Sophia Thoreau Du Parcq who had risen to the status of Law Lord and been entitled, who was named 
at birth Herbert Du Parcq). 

HENRY’S
RELATIVES
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As you can see in the following footnote from page 230 of his THE PIONEER FARMER AND BACKWOODSMAN, 
Edwin was quite proud of Henry — although reluctant to brag about being a relative:

In addition to the above revocation of religious liberty at home, Louis also proclaimed a Code Noir for his 
colonies in the Caribbean. First, all Jews get out, you are to be gone within three months. Second, Huguenots 
may not observe their religion in any way. There was to be no intermarriage of non-Catholics with Catholics. 
Products of such unions were declared bastards. Slaves of Huguenots were to be baptized as Catholics. When 
the news of this reached the Caribbean, many Huguenot families fled from French islands to English and 
Dutch islands.

Now I need to lay on you an analogy which you may consider, at first glimpse, to be severe. “Even with due 
allowance for exaggeration in contemporary accounts, one gets the impression of stark terrorism just as grim 
as the anti-Semitic nightmare in Nazi Germany.” Yet the opinion I just gave you is that of a reputable historian, 
Warren C. Scoville.2 As an example, the king of France had declared that if any “New Convert” from 
Protestantism to Catholicism should recant his conversion on his death bed, all his property was to be seized 
by the authorities, and they were to have his “naked body dragged through the streets and tossed on a public 
dump.” Of every six men captured in Huguenot worship meetings, one was to be executed and five condemned 
to serve as galley slaves, and in fact we know of at least 1,132 men who became galley slaves in this manner 
prior to the death of Louis XIV. Serving out one’s sentence as a galley slave was no guarantee of release, and 
in fact a number of Huguenots were kept at their seats on the rowing benches, in their chains, for the duration 
of their lives, in spite of the fact that they had long since completed their sentences.3

It was in the Languedoc-Dauphine area of southern France, so impacted by the Catholic extermination of the 
Cathar heresy, that Huguenots were most concentrated. Under persecution, there were visions, people claimed 
they had heard choirs of angels in the sky and so on and so forth, and a belief arose that the Christian 
millennium was coming in the year 1689.

A number of Huguenots would wind up in Charleston.

2. Scoville, Warren C. THE PERSECUTION OF HUGUENOTS AND FRENCH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 1680 TO 1720. Berkeley CA: 
U of California P, 1960, page 61.
3. During this period the Pope himself, in the Papal States, was holding galley slaves to row him to and fro. These slaves might be 
in one or another of the following categories: “convicted criminals condemned to a life sentence” — “captured non-Christian 
prisoners of war” — “bonavoglie, so-called ‘volunteers’ who through indigence had sold themselves into slavery, and could be 
released at the end of their contracted period of service in the galleys on condition of good conduct.”

The period of the settlement of Upper Canada was too
late for the inclusion of religious refugees among its
settlers. But a large number of descendants of French
Huguenots, driven from France in the sixteen-eighties,
came to the United States and Canada, where they have
tended to retain an independent and non-conformist
attitude. The greatest of them all, of course, is Henry
David Thoreau, whose philosophy and example have been
so influential in shaping the career of Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi, British labour leaders, and broader
loyalties of every type throughout the world.
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I suppose Abraham D. Lavender to be the poet who wrote the following (since he did not attribute the poem 
and since the color lavender appears in it):

THE EXILE

Your sunny shores,
Your rugged peaks,

Your vineyards, fields, and forests,
Your flowery gardens in bloom,

With red, yellow, lavender, pink, and blue,

Your meandering rivers, 
Your flowing streams,

Your roads that lead everywhere,
Your humble hamlets,
Your teeming towns,

Your courtly cities ablaze,

Your toiling farmers,
Your masterful merchants,

Your artful artisans and would-be scholars,
Your poor, pious, pampered, and princely,

Men and women of all nuances and shades,

Your lives so colorful,
Vivaciously vibrant,

But oppressive,
Struggling to be free,

To break the shackles of an ancient age,

Blood of my fathers,
Tears of my mothers,

Roots of my branches,
All intertwined in your soil so deep,

My mother earth,
My father land,

How my heart weeps for you,
From whom I was so cruelly exiled,

In leaking boats,
Over frightful borders,

Hurried journeys in the darkened nights,
Leaving behind so much of me,

Embittered, impoverished, but free,

Angered by the fearful tyrant,
The betraying countrymen,

The yoke of intolerance,

Saddened by the theft of freedom,
The rupture of dreams,

The hopeful hope of a speedy return,

A new beginning,
In a strange new land,

Different, engulfing, demanding,
But flexible, sensitive, and free,

This land that welcomed me,
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LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

Exhausted, lonely, afraid,
Sadder, but wiser,

Stronger and prouder,

Reaffirmed in honor,
From a life torn asunder,

This exile that became me,

Days turned into years,
And years into decades,

And generations multiply and divide,

A new language,
A new name,
A new home,

New loves to love,
In this no longer strange new land,

But, your sunny shores,
Your rugged peaks,

Your vineyards, fields, and forests,
Your flowery gardens in bloom,

With red, yellow, lavender, pink, and blue,

My colorfully vibrant memories,
That my mind cannot repress,
My meandering gazes ablaze,
That go with me everywhere,

My mother earth,
My father land,

How my soul dreams of you,
I am a part of you,

And you are a part of me,

The dreams,
The hope,
The faith,

That neither tyranny,
Nor time,

Can ever erase.
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Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet sponsored Père François de Salignac de la Mothe-Fénélon to participate in a great 
French campaign to bring the Huguenots within the Church of Rome. In his missionary field, would be the 
Saintogne region of France, he and five other priests would attempt to force these schismatics to be persuaded 
by the voice of reason, and heed the truth. He would be quite moderate in his use of force, exiling only a few 
and fining citizens merely five sous for each failure to make themselves available for Catholic indoctrination.4

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

1686

4. The Huguenot young people Pierre Thoreau and Jeanne Servant, ancestors to Henry David Thoreau, may well not yet have fled 
to the Isle of Jersey –may still have been in this region– while Père François de Salignac de la Mothe-Fénélon was conducting this 
Roman Catholic indoctrination campaign.
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In about this year Pierre Thoreau and Jeanne Servant were wed on Jersey. After bearing seven children,5 
Jeanne would die in 1742 already widowed:

• 1702 Pierre (died 1786)
• 1705 Jacques
• 1707 Francois
• 1710 Jeanne
• 1713 Josue
• 1718 Philippe Thoreau (died 1800) who would marry Marie Le Galais in 1749
• 1720 Catherine

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION, 
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

1700

5. In recent years a fellow from West Sussex, England has been visiting Concord, telling us that his name is Mark Thoreau and that 
he is a great-great-great-great-great-great-great-grandson of Pierre Thoreau and Jeanne Servant. He says he was made aware that 
he had a famous relative by a reading of William Howarth’s THOREAU: FOLLOWING HIS TRACTS. If this fellow is on the level, then 
perhaps he may be a descendant of Sir Herbert Du Parcq, Lord Du Parcq of Grouville, a member of the House of Lords and the Lord 
Justice of Appeal for England — who although he is the last British representative of the Thoreau family that we have so far been 
able to trace, we have lost track of in about 1971.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2014. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: December 13, 2014

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu

	Pierre Thoreau and Jeanne Servant
	1675
	1685
	1686
	1700




