THE CHRONIC BURGLAR SAMUEL SMITH,
HE OF THE

CROPPED EARS

Ever since I became aware that when the Thoreau family was
presented with an anti-capital-punishment petition (Seaman
Washington Goode, January 1849), the father of the family, John
Thoreau, Senior, did not sign it as the other family members
present all did sign it, I have wondered whether there might
have been some very deep but very well understood divergence of
attitude between father John and son Henry in regard to capital
punishment. And I have wondered whether there might not have
been some experience in John Senior’s past which had created
this divergence of attitude. I note that when Henry would write
of hanging, he would write in a rather sanguine manner not often
used by opponents of capital punishment, and I am trying to
consider whether that sardonic tone (as for instance in his
famous description of the last words of “Tom Hyde, the tinker”)
might not have been in some sense a compromise with or an
accommodation to his beloved father who held somewhat different
views. The only working hypothesis I have been able to come up
with so far would be that John Senior, as a 12-year-old in
Concord, had been a member of the church congregation that had
witnessed the last and only sermon of the burglar Samuel Smith
on December 26, 1799, and then the hanging on terrain that later
would be used for Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, and that this
experience during his impressionable youth might had left its
distinctive mark on the mature man. I keep asking and asking,
could any scholar offer a suggestion as to how this tentative,
working hypothesis –that John Senior differed in his attitude
toward capital punishment from his son Henry on account of this
experience during his impressionable years but that Henry so
respected his father’s attitude that he was eager in his
writings to allow space for such disagreement– might be tested?
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January 18, Friday (1744, Old Style): The contemptible long-term petty criminal Samuel Smith whom the 12-year-old
John Thoreau perhaps would hear and then see hanged in Concord, Massachusetts on December 26, 1799 was
on this day born in Middleton, Connecticut. (This would put this man close to his 55th birthday when he
ascended to the platform just after Christmas and a few days prior to the turn of the 19th Century.)

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

Samuel Smith
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In his gallows speech before the church congregation of Concord on December 26, 1799, Samuel Smith would
aver that early on he had led “an honeſt industrious life, entirely free, not only from the crime, but without any
inclination fraudulently to take the property of another perſon,” but that then at the age of 27 (roughly this year
1772) he had had an unhappy love affair which had involved the theft from him of all he possessed –some
$200– and in result had been led “frequently to the exceſſive uſe of ardent ſpirits, which cauſed me very ſoon
to commit the crime of theft, of which I was ſuſpected, apprehended and committed to Litchfield gaol & tried,
found guilty, and publicly puniſhed.”
HANGING

HOWEVER, HISTORY’S NOT MADE OF WOULD. WHEN SOMEONE
REVEALS SOMETHING LIKE THE ABOVE, IN WHICH THE REALITY OF THE
PRESENT OF 1772 IS INFORMED BY THE PUTATIVE REALITY OF A
BUNCH OF THINGS THAT AS OF 1772 HAD NEVER HAPPENED YET, S/HE
DISCLOSES THAT WHAT IS BEING CRAFTED IS NOT REALITY BUT
PREDESTINARIANISM. THE RULE OF REALITY IS THAT THE FUTURE
HASN’T EVER HAPPENED, YET. AT THIS POINT WHAT WE’VE GOT IS A
YOUNGSTER WHO IS REELING FROM A SETBACK, OR A YOUNGSTER
WHO IS ACQUIRING AN ATTITUDE, OR A SET OF BAD HABITS, OR A
CONVENIENT EXCUSE.

Samuel Smith
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October 5, Sunday-7, Tuesday: Samuel Smith would indicate at the time of his execution in Concord on December 26,
1799 that subsequent to his first confessed crime of theft, and subsequent to his punishment in 1772 for that
offense, he had continued in his practice of stealing but that nevertheless, during the America Revolution, he
had “ſerved my Country faithfully.” –Served his country faithfully until, that is, in the 6th Connecticut
Regiment commanded by Colonel Return Jonathan Meigs,

his enlistment bounty money had been wrongfully withheld! — whereupon, about ten or twelve days before
the surrender of General Burgoyne (which would have been in this timeframe, October 5-7, 1777), while his
unit was at Peeck’s Kill, a military base on the east side of the Hudson River (Peekskill, New York), he had
deserted. (Smith would thus miss out on an opportunity to spend the following horrible winter in army quarters
at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.)

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 5TH
TO 7TH, 1777 AT ALL ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS AN EXTENDED
TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAYS, TOMORROWLAND, ARE BUT A PORTION
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OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

Samuel Smith
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April 11, Thursday: After deserting the revolutionary forces on the Hudson River in October 1777 before the winter at
Valley Forge, Samuel Smith had had a 2nd unhappy love affair in Amherst, New Hampshire, whereupon he
had lived by roving and stealing — and then in Lancaster MA on this date he and Sally Pratt, who would
become the mother of his five children, were wed. Samuel would allege at the point of his hanging in Concord
on December 26, 1799 that his wife Sally’s [illegible] and profligacy would induce him to commit “many and
shameful crimes.” The family moved to Hollis, New Hampshire, where they became acquainted with one
James McDaniels of Rowley, New Hampshire. Samuel desired just prior to his hanging “as a man who expects
very ſoon to enter the eternal world ! warn all my fellow creatures” about this person James McDaniels, who
he said had indicated that he had killed a man named Stone in Harvard, Massachusetts, had delivered “the fatal
Blow to Captain Ephraim Jones, formerly Gaol-keeper in this Place,” and had in addition to these two killings,
been “likewiſe the Mean of his own Wife’s Death.”

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

Samuel Smith
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Concord procured a new town bell, from Hanover, weighing 500 pounds. It would soon break.
Concord erected a replacement courthouse.1

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

1. This Concord courthouse became the place of public display of the gallows upon which a local house burglar, Samuel Smith, was
hung at the end of 1799 — until with this macabre and tasteless display of judicial power it was consumed in the flames of an arsonist
in 1849. Here, since we do not have an image of the apparatus on which the house burglar had been hanged, as a substitute macabre
and tasteless display, is an image of the chair that Massachusetts used for its final electrocutions, at Charlestown in 1947, producing
the deaths of Edward Gertson and Philip Bellino. The chair is not on display (tastes about this sort of think have obviously changed
somewhat), but a photo was taken of it in a storage room at the state prison in Walpole in 1974.
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May 5, Thursday: The burglars William Scott and Thomas Archibald were hanged in Boston.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN
SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.

Samuel Smith
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Our national birthday, Monday the 4th of July: Dignitaries at an Independence Day dinner in New York raised
their glasses to George Washington, to the soldiers who died in combat, to our nation’s European allies, and to
“Liberty, peace and happiness to all mankind.” Note well that no dignitary proposed raising a glass to any
Jefferson, either as the author of our Declaration of Independence or for any other reason.

The victory having been attained and properly celebrated, the victors proceeded to a proper distribution of their
spoils of war, the former estates of departed Loyalists. During the latter half of the year, Major General
Nathanael Greene would be relocating his family to the piece of the loot that had been assigned to him, a
plantation called “Mulberry Grove” on the Savannah River of Georgia.
Boston began sending its convicts out to the Castle in Boston Harbor to serve their sentences.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

Samuel Smith
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November 17, Saturday: After marrying with Sally Pratt in Lancaster MA on April 11, 1782 and living by committing
“many and shameful crimes” which he would blame on Sally’s [illegible] and profligacy, the family of Samuel
Smith had moved to Hollis, New Hampshire and fallen in there with one James McDaniels of Rowley NH.
Samuel would desire just prior to his hanging “as a man who expects very ſoon to enter the eternal world !
warn all my fellow creatures” about this person James McDaniels, who he said had indicated that he had killed
a man named Stone in Harvard, Massachusetts, had delivered “the fatal Blow to Captain Ephraim Jones,
formerly Gaol-keeper in this Place,” and had in addition to these two killings, been “likewiſe the Mean of his
own Wife’s Death.” Smith his family then moved from Hollis to Lancaster, Massachusetts, there supporting
his family by theft, by serving as a fence for stolen goods, and by counterfeiting “the Coin of my Country.”
After a move back to Hollis, on this day he was arrested for the theft of three sheep from Captain Jephthah
Richardson of Groton, Innholder, a crime of which indeed he had been guilty, and “for want of Property, was
committed to Goal [sic] in Concord.” During this period Samuel and Sally had been busy engendering a family
of five kiddies.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

November 24, Saturday: Over and above the offense of sheep-stealing, while Samuel Smith was awaiting the
disposition of his case he was charged also with being a counterfeiter, and, as it was impossible for him to come
up with bail money, “the Sum of Three Hundred Pounds for my perſonal Appearance at the Supreme Court in
April following,” he was “oblig’d to remain in Priſon.”

Samuel Smith
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February 29, Friday: Samuel Smith, charged with the stealing of sheep and with counterfeiting, had attempted to
simplify the problems in his life by escaping from prison but had been “ſoon overtaken, brought back, put into
Irons, and confin’d in the Dungeon, and there kept ’till April [1788] ; at which Time, I had my Trial, and was
convicted of the above-mentioned Crime, for which I was fined, ſet in the Pillory, and had my Ears cropped.”2

2. According to a survey conducted by the Boston-based research and advocacy group Physicians for Human Rights in southern
Iran as reported in the Journal of the American Medical Association in March 2004, under Sadaam Hussein from 1991 to 2003 men
who avoided Iraqi military service had their external ears surgically removed. Here is one such person whose appearance might be
comparable to the Massachusetts burglar Samuel Smith:
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“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW
FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF.
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

April: Samuel Smith, who had attempted an escape from the prison in which he was being held after being charged
with the stealing of sheep and with counterfeiting, was taken from his “Dungeon,” and “at which Time, I had
my Trial, and was convicted of the above-mentioned Crime, for which I was fined, ſet in the Pillory, and had
my Ears cropped.”

Samuel Smith
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June 7, Tuesday: Samuel Smith, whose cropped ears indicated that he had already had serious run-ins with the law in
the past, was charged in Charlestown, Massachusetts by [Joſhus??] Welcott, “for having ſolen ſundry Goods
from him the faid [Joſhus??],” and held “in the common Goal [sic] of Concord” pending trial. His trial took
place on the 2d Tuesday of September 1791, but Welcott did not appear and so Smith was discharged. (Smith
would allege, before his hanging, “I now ſay as a dying Man, that I was not guilty of the Crime complained of
; and I furthermore declare, that the ſaid Welcott did at that Time ſteal Money from me, out of my Bundle, and
for fear I ſhould complain of him, he complained of me.”)

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS
SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).

September 11, 2d Tuesday: Samuel Smith, whose cropped ears indicated that he had already had his run-ins with the
law in the past, had been charged in Charlestown, Massachusetts by [Joſhus??] Welcott, “for having ſtolen
fundry Goods from him the ſaid [Joſhus??],” and was being held “in the common Goal [sic] of Concord.” His
trial took place on the 2d Tuesday of the month, but when Welcott did not appear before the court to make his
complaint, Smith was discharged. “I now ſay as a dying Man, that I was not guilty of the Crime complained
of ; and I furthermore declare, that the ſaid Welcott did at that Time ſteal Money from me, out of my Bundle,
and for fear I ſhould complain of him, he complained of me.”
HANGING

Samuel Smith
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July:

Samuel Smith met in Belton with two thieves, Fletcher and Gilbert, and formed with them a plan that they
would break into the Boston home of a Deacon Phillips to steal his plate, and agreed to await them at a point
in the woods some six miles southwest of Boston in order to convert their purloined plate into passable
counterfeit silver coinage. He waited for two days at that spot in the woods, but as they did not appear and as
he had no food, he left and, he alleged, never again heard of these two men or of their plan. (Later on, however,
he would be caught hiking through the town of Groton with a pack full of this silver plate that had been
purloined from the home of Deacon Phillips on his back.) Smith then met a person about fifty years of age
using the name “Fluſh,” who allegedly had some plate stolen from “his honor [Governour??] Gill,” but would
allege that he did not become involved with this man. Not long after this Smith would be detected sneaking
around with that indicative pack of silver on his back, as noted above, which would result in a sentence to 15
years in the Castle in Boston Harbor of which he would serve more than 2 years before escaping.

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY,
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE,
IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

Samuel Smith
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October 12, Thursday: A black burglar who had set houses afire to create diversion, Stephen Smith, was hanged on
Boston Common, and his body given to local physicians for dissection.3
December 21, Thursday: John Clark of Providence, Rhode Island recorded that “This month has been ... exceeding
cold, the thermometer in our dining room with a good fire being about 48 F.”
Winter: Samuel Smith managed to escape from his imprisonment in Fort Independence on Castle Island in Boston
Harbor on foot, after serving only about 2 years and 4 months of his 15-year sentence — because the entire
surface of the bay had frozen between the castle and the mainland.

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE
HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE,
A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A
MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH
WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL
CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT.
THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO “INSTANT” HAS
EVER FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.

3. Clearly, this burglar Stephen Smith, since he was black, was no relation to the burglar Samuel Smith who would in a few years
be hanged in Concord, who was white. Isn’t it interesting, that we have a record that the body of the black burglar was turned over
to local physicians for dissection, whereas we have no such record in regard to the body of the white burglar — despite the fact that,
on the record of Samuel Smith’s inconsequential life and series of crimes, he had been a no-account scumbag? (Apparently it wasn’t
a class thing, whose body got dissected and whose did not, but a race thing!)
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Middle of June: According to the last and only sermon of Samuel Smith –the one he would deliver just before being
hanged in Concord on December 26, 1799– in this timeframe he had been guilty of burglarizing a home in
Sherburne: “I, in the Night Time, broke and entered the Houſe of one Joſeph Richards, in Sherburne, and took
therefrom ſome Bacon, an old [Strainer??], and a Pair of Trowſers.”

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS,
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER,
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL
THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

June 20, Thursday night: Samuel Smith was passing through Natick when he window-peeked at the home of Eſquire
[Boden??], and about fifteen minutes after the wife had drunk a glass of spirits and gone to bed with her
husband, he crept in and stole a watch and some money.
Austrian forces retook Modena and Reggio and restored Duke Ercole III Reinaldo.
June 21, Friday night: Samuel Smith broke into the store of Deacon Tucker of Sherburne and stole “a conſiderable
quantity of Engliſh Goods, which I conveyed to the town of Sudbury, [nigh??] to the Houſe of one [Iſaac??]
Moores, and left them in the Woods during the following day.” He would be apprehended when he returned to
his cache of stolen goods, and Moores also would be taken into custody. They would be indicted on a capital
charge of burglary in Cambridge in October 1799 “and tried for our lives.”
HANGING

October: Samuel Smith and [Iſaac??] Moores went on trial in Cambridge for the capital crime of burglary. Moores was
found not to have been involved in the breaking and entering, and was thus convicted only of the lesser offense
of theft and was not sentenced to be hanged. Smith, however, was found guilty of the full capital crime, and
was therefore condemned to be hanged at Concord. During his last and only sermon, before his hanging, he
would warn his Concord audience to “beware of [Iſaac??] Moores and his family.”

Samuel Smith

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

SAMUEL SMITH

SAMUEL SMITH
CHRISTMAS 1799

After Christmas: The 54-year-old burglar Samuel Smith was taken to the Concord church to be one of the recipients
of the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s special sermon. Mr. Ripley rose to the occasion:
Mr. RIPLEY’s SERMON, Delivered on the Day of the Execution of
SAMUEL SMITH. LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOUR EXPLAINED and URGED in a
SERMON, delivered at Concord, Massachusetts, December 26, 1799,
Being the Day on which Samuel Smith was executed for Burglary.
By EZRA RIPLEY, A.M. Miniſter of Concord.
He took his text from MATTHEW xxii. 39: “THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.”
The reasoning which he employed was the same as if he had been Draco of Athens in 621BCE, or a bearded
Taliban cleric enforcing the QUR’AN by hanging the town drunk in Afghanistan in the Year of Our Lord 2000:
if you break the law of God even once even in the slightest way then you deserve to be put to death.
It is not good enough that you be a good neighbor to some neighbors, for you have been obligated to be a good
neighbor to all your neighbors all the time. Loving your mother is great, but everybody loves their mother.
Your father may have abused you but that’s none of our business here. As a Christian individual you need to
forgive others their transgressions against you but Christian society has no similar obligation to forgive
individuals for transgressions. A human by being appointed as a judge becomes entitled to play God.
THE crime, which is this day to be capitally puniſhed, is a direct
violation of the law of love to our neighbour. The words read
will not, therefore, it is preſumed, be thought unſuitable for
the theme of a diſcourſe, on the preſent very ſolemn and affecting
occaſion. They are very conciſe and ſimple in expreſſion; but their
meaning is great, their contents are weighty and extremely
intereſting to individuals and to ſociety. [There follows a
commandment-by-commandment review of the Ten Commandments, in
which we find:] ... The ſixh aims directly at the heart. It
forbids coveting the property and enjoyments of our neighbour;
and implies that we be contented with ſuch things as we have by
the allotments of Providence, and can procure by honeſt induſtry.
The coveting, which is a violation of the divine law of love to
our neighbour, is an earneſt deſire to poſſeſs and enjoy the
poſſeſſions and comforts of other people, without regard to equity
and juſtice. To covet in this ſenſe is ſinful; and it prompts to
unrighteous meaſures to obtain the things coveted. It induces
deception, fraud, ſtealing, and the most atrocious crimes. Thus,
to covet is the corrupt fountain whence flow thoſe injurious
vices, which frequently ſcourge individuals and ſociety. This is
the bitter root from which ſpring up fraud, injuſtice, ſtealing,
robbery, and, ſometimes, murder. According to the confeſſion of
the unhappy convict before us, all his crimes, which have more
directly procured proſecutions, priſons, puniſhments (and I may
add, the gallows) may be traced to this ſecret, fruitful, and
corrupt ſource.... But as one perfection of God cannot be in ſuch
a ſenſe infinite, as to infringe on any one other perfection, ſo
neither does chriſtian benevolence interfere with the proper
exerciſe of juſtice, even when it inflicts pain and puniſhment.
Love to others, to ſociety, to ourſelves, may require us, in a
due courſe of law, to abridge the natural and civil liberty of
individuals, to inflict puniſhment on offenders, and even to take
away the life of malefactors, whoſe abuſe of liberty, vicious
conduct, and continuance in life are dangerous to the peace and
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happineſs of individuals and the community. ...Love to ſociety,
to the great body of the people, frequently requires the
execution of juſtice on individuals in pains and penalties.
Tortured property logic this, logic which Draco of Athens could have deployed to sanction any atrocity.
True, this convict was a mere house burglar and house burglary is not in itself a capital offense, but being a
house burglar amounts under our law to exactly the same thing as intending to commit murder (since “housebreakers for the purpoſe of ſtealing, intend to commit murder, if it be found neceſſary to prevent detection”)
and we can reflect that it was perhaps only owing to the reſtraining grace of God and to circumſtances, that this
one did not ever in fact get to the point of the ſhedding of innocent blood.
Samuel Smith was then escorted from the Concord church by the Reverend Ripley and his flock, to the field
east of the town’s new burying-ground, which probably was not yet being termed “Sleepy Hollow” but which
at that time was still “Deacon Brown’s pretty pasture, circled with a ridge of oaks and pines ... reached only
by a lane” and in use for group pic-nics, as a militia training field, and for the annual Cattle Show. There,
having reached a likely spot, he was hanged by the neck until he was dead.4
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST
CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.
Samuel Smith
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4. Bear in mind here that burglary is not ordinarily now considered a capital crime, it was merely that in the case of this Samuel
Smith just about every other method of social control had already been attempted, up to and including the mutilation of the man’s
ears. How much more lenient they were in the 18th Century with the burglar Smith, than they had been with similar burglars in the
previous century! Governor John Winthrop’s law had been, in furtherance of the commandment “Thou shalt not steal,” that “If any
person shall commit burglary, by breaking up any dwelling house, or shall rob any person in the field or highways, such person so
offending, shall be for the first offence, branded on the forehead with the letter (B).” His penalty for a second offense was that the
burglar be “branded as before and severely whipped,” and his penalty for a third such offense was that “he shall be put to death as
being incorrigible.” Three strikes and you’re out. Smith had had a lot more chances than three. Because property conferred status,
property could be more important than life itself. Did John Thoreau, age 12, arrive in Concord in time to attend this curious church
ceremony and graveyard ceremony, and if so, did he, in 1828 when John Thoreau, Jr. was 12 and David Henry Thoreau was 10, tell
them about this experience he had had at that same age? This could not have been a race case, in consideration of the differential
penalty exacted by the state in the Washington Goode case some half-century later –Goode having been hanged in Boston rather
than consigned to imprisonment at hard labor for the remainder of his natural life for a crime of passion obviously for one reason
and one reason only, that he was black– for, since our recorders have not bothered to state of what race the hanged Samuel Smith
was, then obviously he must have been a white man. EARLY AMERICAN IMPRINTS. FIRST SERIES; no. 36321 (Main-Microforms
Microfiche M 00235 no. 36321): Smith, Samuel, 1745-1799. LAfT WORDS AND DYING SPEECH OF SAMUEL SMITH, WHO
WAS EXECUTED AT CONCORD, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLEFEX, AND COMMONWEALTH OF MAffACHUfETTS, THE 26TH OF
DECEMBER, A.D. 1799, FOR THE CRIME OF BURGLARY. Signed: Samuel Smith. Concord gaol, Dec. 26, 1799. One page; mourning
border surrounds text in three columns and measures 42.6 x 29.2 centimeters. This was printed by Benjamin Edes in Kilby-Street,
Boston to be sold at Mr. Reuben Bryant’s book-store in Concord. We have two forms of this. The first has the imprint as given above,
and in addition has a relief cut of a coffin at head of title. The second, without the coffin image, bears the imprint: “To be sold at
Mr. Reuben Bryant’s bookstore, Concord.——Also at Edes’s printing-office, Kilby-Street Boston.”
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December 26, Thursday: Funeral celebrations were being held all across America. The recently deceased George
Washington was being eulogized by Colonel Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee as “1st in war, 1st in peace & 1st
in hearts of his countrymen.”
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In Concord, Massachusetts, the house burglar Samuel Smith concluded his first, last, and only sermon, before
the rope was placed around his neck, by declaring, as it has been recorded: “Since I was 27 years of age, hard
fortune has been my lot ; Theft my living, Gaols my habitation, and very foon the Gallows will be my
companion — I fhall in a few hours be beyond the Grave [sic] ; and I pray GOD, I may enter that part of the
invifible World, where Thieves do not break through and fteal. I have now to perform my laft Duty to my
Fellow-Creatures, which is, to warn them all to fhun every Kind of Sin and in particular, that Sin, which has
brought me to the Gallows.” Although Samuel’s father was deceased, his mother was still alive and
“much inclined to the Christian Religion” as of the day of her son’s execution. The convict would be survived
also by four brothers and two sisters who were said to be in good standing in their communities, as well as by
five minor children of his own who would soon “hear of the fhameful death of their wretched Parent.”
We have no indication that any member of Smith’s family had appeared in Concord during the church service
or the hanging,5 and we have no record that anyone claimed the body for burial.6 I think it can fairly be
presumed, however, that the 12-year-old John Thoreau was present for this church service and then for this
hanging, and that the experience left its mark on his attitudes, including on his attitude toward capital
punishment.

5. This is mostly derived from a broadsheet that was put out at the time, illustrated with a black image of a coffin and titled LAfT
WORDS AND DYING SPEECH OF SAMUEL SMITH, WHO WAS EXECUTED AT CONCORD, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLEFEX, AND
COMMONWEALTH OF MAffACHUfETTS, THE 26TH OF DECEMBER, A. D. 1799, FOR THE CRIME OF BURGLARY.
6. Clearly, this house burglar Samuel Smith, since he was white, was no relation to the burglar Stephen Smith who had a few years
before been hanged on Boston Common and then dissected — who had been black. Isn’t it interesting, that we have a record that
the body of the black burglar was turned over to local physicians for dissection, whereas we have no such record in regard to the
body of the white burglar — despite the fact that, on the record of Samuel Smith’s inconsequential life and series of crimes, he had
been a no-class scumbag? (Apparently it wasn’t a class thingie, whose body got dissected and whose did not, but a race thingie!)
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From a broadsheet that was put out at the time, illustrated with
a black image of a coffin and titled LAſT WORDS AND DYING SPEECH OF
SAMUEL SMITH, WHO WAS EXECUTED AT CONCORD, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLEſEX, AND
COMMONWEALTH OF MAſſACHUFETTS, THE 26TH OF DECEMBER, A. D. 1799, FOR THE CRIME OF
BURGLARY., we can learn that the condemned long-term petty
criminal Samuel Smith whom the 12-year-old John Thoreau had
perhaps seen hanged had been born in Middleton CT on January 18,
1745, which would put this man close to his 55th birthday when
he mounted the platform just after Christmas and a few days prior
to the turn of the 19th Century. We learn that although Smith’s
father was deceased, his mother was still alive and “much
inclined to the Christian Religion” at the day of her son’s
execution. Samuel would be survived also by four living brothers
and two living sisters who were said to be in good standing in
their communities, as well as by five minor children of his own
who would “hear of the ſhameful death of their wretched Parent.”
In his gallows speech before the church congregation of Concord,
Samuel averred that he had led “an honeſt industrious life,
entirely free, not only from the crime, but without any
inclination fraudulently to take the property of another
perſon,” but that then he had at the age of 27 had an unhappy
love affair which had involved the theft from him of all he
possessed, some $200, and in result had been led “frequently to
the exceſſive uſe of ardent ſpirits, which cauſed me very ſoon to
commit the crime of theft, of which I was ſuſpected, apprehended
and committed to Litchfield gaol & tried, found guilty, and
publicly puniſhed.” Subsequent to this crime and punishment,
Samuel confessed that he had continued in his new practice of
stealing, but that during the Revolution “I ſerved my Country
faithfully” until, in the regiment commanded by Colonel
[Meigs??] of Connecticut, his enlistment bounty money was
wrongfully withheld from him, whereupon, about ten or twelve
days before the surrender of General Burgoyne, he deserted his
unit while it was at [Peek’s Kills??] on the east side of the
Hudson River. He then had another unhappy love affair in Amherst
NH, and lived by roving and stealing, and then in Lancaster MA
on April 11, 1782 was wed to Sally Pratt, who would become the
mother of said five living children. Samuel alleged that his
wife Sally’s [illegible] and profligacy induced him then to
commit “many and shameful crimes.” The family moved to Hollis
NH, where they became acquainted with one James McDaniels of
Rowley NH. Samuel desired “as a man who expects very ſoon to
enter the eternal world ! warn all my fellow creatures” about
this person James McDaniels, who he said had indicated that he
had killed a man named Stone in Harvard MA, had delivered “the
fatal Blow to Captain Ephraim Jones, formerly Gaol-keeper in
this Place,” and had in addition to these two killings, been
“likewiſe the Mean of his own Wife’s Death.” Samuel and his
family then moved from Hollis NH to Lancaster MA, there
supporting his family by theft, by serving as a fence for stolen
goods, and by counterfeiting “the Coin of my Country.” After a
move back to Hollis NH, on November 17, 1787 he had been arrested
for the theft of three sheep from Captain [Jeptheh??] Richardson
of Groton, Innholder, a crime of which indeed he had been guilty,
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and “for want of Property, was committed to Goal [sic] in
Concord.” Then on November 24, 1787 he was charged in addition
with counterfeiting, and, as it was impossible for him to come
up with bail money, “the Sum of Three Hundred Pounds for my
perfonal Appearance at the Supreme Court in April following,”
he was “oblig’d to remain in Priſon.” Then on February 29, 1788
he had attempted an escape but had been “ſoon overtaken, brought
back, put into Irons, and confin’d in the Dungeon, and there
kept ’till April [1788] ; at which Time, I had my Trial, and was
convicted of the above-mentioned Crime, for which I was fined,
ſet in the Pillory, and had my Ears cropped.” Then on June 7,
1791 he was charged in Charlestown MA by [Joſhus??] Welcott, “for
having ſtolen fundry Goods from him the ſaid [Joſhus??],” and held
“in the common Goal [sic] of Concord” pending trial. His trial
took place on the second Tuesday of September 1791, but Welcott
did not appear and so Samuel was discharged. “I now ſay as a
dying Man, that I was not guilty of the Crime complained of ;
and I furthermore declare, that the ſaid Welcott did at that Time
ſteal Money from me, out of my Bundle, and for fear I ſhould
complain of him, he complained of me.” Then sometime in July
1794 Samuel met in Belton with two thieves, Fletcher and
Gilbert, and formed with them a plan that they would break into
the Boston home of a Deacon Phillips to steal his plate, and he
agreed that he would meet them at a point in the woods some six
miles southwest of Boston and convert their purloined plate into
passable silver coins. He waited for two days at that spot in
the woods, but as they did not appear and he had no food, he
left and never again heard of these two men or of their plan.
Samuel then met a person about fifty years of age using the name
“Fluſh,” who allegedly had some plate stolen from “his honor
[Governour??] Gill,” but did not become involved with him. Not
long after this, Smith was passing through Groton during the
hours of darkness with a pack on his back full of plate stolen
from the home of Deacon Phillips, when he was detected. This
resulted in a sentence to fifteen years in the Castle in Boston
harbor, but Smith managed to escape across the frozen ice of the
harbor after serving only about two years and four months of his
sentence. (That would have been during the winter of 1797-1798?)
Then in the middle of June 1799 “I, in the Night Time, broke and
entered the Houſe of one Joſeph Richards, in Sherburne, and took
therefrom ſome Bacon, an old [Strainer??], and a Pair of
Trowſers.” Then Smith was passing through Natick on the night of
June 20, 1799 and saw a light in the house of Eſquire [Boden??],
and peeked in the window and watched, and about fifteen minutes
after the wife inside had drunk a glass of spirits and gone to
bed with her husband, he crept in and stole a watch and some
money. Then on the night of June 21, 1799 he broke into the store
of Deacon Tucker of Sherburne and stole “a confiderable quantity
of Engliſh Goods, which I conveyed to the town of Sudbury,
[nigh??] to the Houſe of one [Iſaac??] Moores, and left them in
the Woods during the following day.” He was apprehended when he
returned to his cache of stolen goods, and Moores also was taken
into custody. They were indicted on a capital charge of burglary
in Cambridge in October 1799 “and tried for our lives.” Moores,
having been found not to have been involved in the breaking and
entering, had been convicted only of the lesser offense of theft
and was not sentenced to hang, so Smith warned his audience to
“beware of [Iſaac??] Moores and his family.” Samuel Smith
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concluded this his last and only sermon by declaring: “Since I
was 27 years of age, hard fortune has been my lot ; Theft my
living, Gaols my habitation, and very ſoon the Gallows will be
my companion — I ſhall in a few hours be beyond theGrave [sic]
; and I pray GOD, I may enter that part of the inviſible World,
where Thieves do not break through and ſteal. I have now to
perform my laft Duty to my Fellow-Creatures, which is, to warn
them all to ſhun every Kind of Sin and in particular, that Sin,
which has brought me to the Gallows.”
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The Reverend Ezra Ripley had been so distressed at the hanging in Concord of the burglar Samuel Smith just
after the previous Christmas, that in this year he allowed publication of the sermon which he had preached to
the condemned just before his execution, “Love to our neighbour explained and urged: in a sermon, delivered
at Concord, Massachusetts, December 26, 1799, being the day on which Samuel Smith was executed for
burglary.” The material was “[p]ublished for the benefit of criminals,” in Boston, by Samuel Hall of Number
53, Cornhill. We note an interesting detail, that the reverend had not been able to resist adding somewhat to
his sermon after the fact, along the line of pointing his audience toward the necessity of being constant and
faithful church attenders.
Also, for the benefit of criminals, and as a cautionary object for the local children, the gallows on which Smith
had been hanged out at the Sleepy Hollow parade ground would be placed on permanent display in the
Concord courthouse.7

YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALITY OF TIME OVER THAT OF
CHANGE, OR CHANGE OVER TIME — IT’S PARMENIDES, OR
HERACLITUS. I HAVE GONE WITH HERACLITUS.

7. This Concord courthouse became the place of public display of the gallows upon which a local house burglar, Samuel Smith, was
hung at the end of 1799 — until with this macabre and tasteless display of judicial power it was consumed in the flames of an arsonist
in 1849. Here, since we do not have an image of the apparatus on which the house burglar had been hanged, as a substitute macabre
and tasteless display, is an image of the chair that Massachusetts used for its final electrocutions, at Charlestown in 1947, producing
the deaths of Edward Gertson and Philip Bellino. The chair is not on display (tastes about this sort of think have obviously changed
somewhat), but a photo was taken of it in a storage room at the state prison in Walpole in 1974.
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1849

June 19, Tuesday: Concord’s courthouse was torched by a man who had been caught selling liquor without a license.
In the conflagration not only the courthouse (and its exhibit of the gallows upon which the convicted burglar
Samuel Smith had been hung) was consumed, but also the nearby dwelling-house and stable of John Shepard
Keyes.8
Returning from the Legislature and Cambridge to the law and
Concord, I got ready for June Court and it was well underway,
when an alarm of fire broke on the stillness of midnight. Our
room in the ell was undergoing repairs and we were sleeping in
the front chamber with the windows open, and the first cry of
Fire Fire Court House on Fire, took me out of bed and down stairs
seizing my pail of water I rushed out doors and not scaling the
fence easily went to the front door of the Court House unlocked
and opened it but the smoke was too thick to get far inside.
Mother who had gone to the pump for water stepped out with her
pail to the back door where the fire was kindled and blazing up
and where if we had met we might have put it out. As it was we
both returned to the house and began preparations to move our
things out. The engines came but too late to do anything except
save other buildings. The neighbours rushed in and began
clearing our house. I sent the baby Annie to the Goodnows, and
locking our parlor door & telling Martha to sit there and keep
every one out till I came, rallied a squad of the company boys
8. This Concord courthouse became the place of public display of the gallows upon which a local house burglar, Samuel Smith, was
hung at the end of 1799 — until with this macabre and tasteless display of judicial power it was consumed in the flames of an arsonist
in 1849. Here, since we do not have an image of the apparatus on which the house burglar had been hanged, as a substitute macabre
and tasteless display, is an image of the chair that Massachusetts used for its final electrocutions, at Charlestown in 1947, producing
the deaths of Edward Gertson and Philip Bellino. The chair is not on display (tastes about this sort of think have obviously changed
somewhat), but a photo was taken of it in a storage room at the state prison in Walpole in 1974.
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and with their aid safely removed every article of our parlor
furniture beyond the fires reach, without a scratch or mark
except a nick in the marble top of the centre table. By this
time the flames had mounted to the cupola of the Court House and
made a splendid show. This two story lantern with its 16 large
windows blazed fiercely the gilt eagle on top shone, scorched &
quivering and fell with the crash of the roof to the ground At
this critical time the water gave out, the engines had to be
moved to the brook for a supply and our house caught from the
intense heat of the fire and was burned up completely— Every
thing of consequence was saved except our school books and some
clothing in a forgotten closet, and the morning dawned hot and
dry on a scene of desolation and ashes, with all our possessions
lining the road & common Some amusing incidents were connected
with the fire, Judge Hoar black and grimy with smoke heard our
pig squealing in the barn cellar then in flames with lighted hay
dropping, and going to its rescue, got an addition of dirt and
manure lifting it in his arms over the wall, I never have
forgotten the scene as I came to his help, and poor piggy freed
with some burns ran wildly to Capt Barretts on the hill before
he stopped as if knowing there was a friendly home. Old Nealy a
big fat course lubberly fellow searching in the cellar for
drinkables & finding in his thirst an earthen pitcher filled put
it to his mouth and taking a long drink sputtered out ‘Soft Soape
By Gad’ that made a shout of laughter from all who saw it, and
this [word undeciphered] of soap and the cordwood were the only
matters the insurance co disputed. The question of whether they
were provisions was left out to Judge Hoar who after argument
recommended ‘splitting the difference’ and both parties
acquiesced. We took up our quarters at Emiline Barretts boarding
house next door. Mother soon went to Waltham, Joe was at
Cambridge and George in Boston, and we sweltered through that
summer in a hot close chamber with our clothes in Shattucks store
then given up from business by Henry who had run it out, our
furniture in my office building and wherever else we could find
a place for it. It was a sudden lively and entire change, and a
new and strange experience to us. On the whole we fared more
comfortably than we expected, and I do not recall any long
absences from Concord that season by it. It changed my real
estate operations materially I had taken in the division of
Fathers property the office lot and the garden lot as my share
of the real estate, and had planned a stone cottage on the garden
site some year or two before.

J.S. KEYES AUTOBIOGRAPHY
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In 1840 John Warner Barber had published a woodcut of Concord, engraved by the J. Downes of Worcester
whom Henry Thoreau knew, in which you can see what that old wooden courthouse had looked like prior to
this fire (on the left below), as well as what the old wooden Middlesex Hotel looked like with its sign and
emblem:

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS,
WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

Samuel Smith

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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January 15, Monday: In downtown Boston –where everything that happens of course happens for the greater glory of
God– Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw lectured Washington Goode for an hour and a half on the habits of
“intemperance” which he had had, the “ungodly” associates which he had had, the “dens of crime” which he
had frequented, etc., informed him that having led such a life there was simply “no hope” that the governor of
the state might reduce his sentence. The lecture probably was just what Seaman Goode needed. The judge then
consigned him to be hanged by the neck, on May 25, Friday, 1849 (this seems to have been a traditional day
upon which to conduct public hangings), until he was dead.9 The opponents of the death penalty, to wit, the
Standing Committee of the Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, would have a little
more than four months to mobilize public opinion to bring pressure to bear on Governor George Nixon Briggs:
Why Sir, even the boys, and they are worth saving, for we have
nothing else to make men, and even Governors of, are now saying in
our streets, “it is only a nigger.”
During those four months 24,440 signatures would be collected, petitioning the Governor Briggs to commute
Seaman Goode’s sentence, from death by hanging to life in prison without any possibility of parole.
For instance, Friend Joseph Ricketson, Friend Daniel Ricketson’s brother who, if I mistake not,
was a birthright Quaker in good standing with his Monthly Meeting, reported that:
I have exerted myself very much for the last month in behalf of
Washington Goode; there were several petitions here and we
obtained 746 signatures.
In addition to the 24,440 signatures mentioned, there was one petition, from Woburn, Massachusetts, bearing
a total of nine signatures, which demanded that Governor Briggs remain steadfast in the plan of “exicution.”
An article would appear in the Boston Republican, pointing up the fact that in France the guillotine had been
adopted, after consultation with medical men, as the least painful mode of execution, and that since the last
hanging in Boston, “the Ether discovery has taken place.”
The question now arises, how shall the hanging be performed here
in Boston.... Shall not the convict share also the advantage of
this benign discovery? He is to be hanged by the neck. Shall not
this be done with the least possible pain? If we follow the
spirit of the law, there would seem to be no doubt that it must
be done with the least possible pain. And it seems equally clear
that it is within the discretion of the Sheriff, to permit any
form of alleviating the pain, which is consistent with the one
thing imposed upon him by the law; namely, the hanging of Goode,
by the neck, until he is dead. We will not undertake to
determine, whether Humanity does not require, that the convict,
if he chooses, shall be allowed the benefit of ETHER. We content
ourselves with saying that it is clearly within the discretion
of the Sheriff to permit the pains of the convict to be thus
alleviated.

9. In fact, Boston had not hanged anyone for simple homicide since 1826, almost a quarter of a century before, and there was another
prisoner, Augustus Dutee, whose sentence to be hanged was being commuted during this period to life in prison — but then, we
may presume that Augustus Dutee was a white man, not only because his sentence was commuted but also because the documents
do not comment on his race as they would most assuredly have commented had he been anything other than white. In addition to
Dutee, seven other murderers were then serving life in Massachusetts prison after having had their sentences to be hanged commuted
by the state governor.
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The petition to commute the sentence of seaman Goode to life in prison without opportunity for parole that
was being circulated and sponsored in Concord (either by Anna Maria Whiting, one of the town’s leading
abolitionists, or by Caroline Hoar, the wife of Rockwood Hoar) is still in existence and bears, on the men’s
side of the sheet, the signature of Henry Thoreau as second in that column. It bears, on the women’s side of
the sheet, the signature of his younger sister, Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau, as 5th in that column, followed in
immediate succession by the signature of his mother, Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, the signature of his elder sister,
Helen Louisa Thoreau, the signature of his aunt Louisa Dunbar, and the signature of his Aunt Jane Thoreau.
The signature of his father John Thoreau, Sr., however, appears nowhere on this petition. Why not? Thoreau’s
father was 62 years old at this point and still very actively engaged in his home business. Is one to suppose
that he, quite alone in his home, wanted Seaman Goode to dance on air?

DUNBAR
FAMILY

The full text of that petition, as it came to be circulated in the Prisoner’s Friend, had been as follows:
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, solemnly protest against the intended
execution of Washington Goode, as a crime in which we would under
no circumstances participate, which we would prevent, if
possible, and in the guilt of which we will not, by the seeming
assent of silence, suffer ourselves to be implicated.
We believe the execution of this man will involve all who are
instrumental in it in the crime of murder — of the murder in cold
blood of a helpless fellow being.
The arguments by which executions are generally defended are
wholly wanted here. The prisoner is not one who in spite of good
instruction and example, for purposes of avarice, revenge or
lust, deliberately planned the murder of a fellow-being. The
intended victim of law was a man of misfortune from birth, made
by his social position, and still more by the color which God
gave him, the victim of neglect, of oppression, of prejudice, of
all the evils inflicted upon humanity by man. If in a paroxysm
of drunken rage, he killed his opponent, (and this is the utmost
alleged against him,) his case comes far short of premeditated
murder.
But even this fact is extremely doubtful. It is supported only
by the most suspicious testimony, and such as would not have
weighed with any jury to touch the life of a white man. And since
the trial, facts have come to light materially lessening the
credibility of the evidence which led to conviction.
The glaring unfairness of his mode of trial is of itself
sufficient ground for this protest. The maxim which gives to the
accused a trial by his peers was essentially violated. In a
community where sympathy with a colored man is a rare and
unpopular sentiment, the prisoner should have been tried by a
jury composed partly, at least, of his own race. This violation
of the principles of equal justice demands our solemn protest.
We claim also that the petition of more than 20,000 of our fellowcitizens to have this man’s life spared, demands respect. Such a
number of voluntary petitioners, all upon one side, indicates the
will of the sovereign people of the State, that the penalty
should be commuted. Our respect for the right of the people to a
voice and a just influence in the administration of public
justice, also demands this solemn protest against the legal
murder of Washington Goode.
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NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

Samuel Smith

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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December 10, Wednesday: William Cooper Nell issued a broadside entitled “The Garrison Homestead.”
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON
Henry Thoreau had occasion to reflect upon the murderousness of a local construction, a railroad bridge –still
blatant, after any number of “accidental” brainings, in its presence in the community– in stark comparison with
the murderousness of another boasted local construction, which had for more than half a century been a blatant
exhibit in the local courthouse, of the community’s disregard for the sacredness of individual life. He saw a
comparison but he saw no contrast: that bridge was as illustrative as that gallows.10

December 10, Wednesday: A fine clear cold winter morning — with a small leaf frost on trees &c —
The thermometer at 7 1/4 & at 7 1/2 3E+ Going to the P.O. at the former hour — I notice those level bars as it
were of frozen mist against the Walden Wood. When I return the sun is rising & the smokes from the chimneys
which slant from NW to SE, though it seems quite still, blush like sunset clouds.
It is remarkable how suggestive the slightest drawing as a memento of things seen — For a few years past I have
been accustomed to make a rude sketch in my journal of plants, ice & various natural phenomena & though the
fullest accompanying description may fail of to recal my experience — these rude outline drawings do not fail
to carry me back to that time & scene — It is as if I saw the same thing again — And I may again attempt to
describe it in words if I choose
Yesterday I walked under the murderous Lincoln Bridge where at least 10 men have been swept dead from the
cars within as many years. I looked to see if their heads had indented the bridge — if there were sturdy blows
given as well as of received, and if their brains lay about. But I could see neither the one nor the other. The bridge
is quite uninjured even & straight — not even the paint worn off or discolored — — The ground is clean —
the snow spotless — & the place looks as innocent as a place whereon the wild thyme grows. It does its work
10. This Concord courthouse became the place of public display of the gallows upon which a local house burglar, Samuel Smith,
was hung at the end of 1799 — until with this macabre and tasteless display of judicial power it was consumed in the flames of an
arsonist in 1849. Here, since we do not have an image of the apparatus on which the house burglar had been hanged, as a substitute
macabre and tasteless display, is an image of the chair that Massachusetts used for its final electrocutions, at Charlestown in 1947,
producing the deaths of Edward Gertson and Philip Bellino. The chair is not on display (tastes about this sort of think have obviously
changed somewhat), but a photo was taken of it in a storage room at the state prison in Walpole in 1974.
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in an artistic manner — We have another bridge of exactly the same character on the other side of the town,
which has killed one at least to my knowledge.
Surely the approaches to our town are well guarded. These are our Modern Dragons of Wantley — Boucaniers
of the Fitchburg RR. they lie in wait at the Narrow passes & decimate the employees. The Company has signed
a bond to give up one employee at this pass annually. The Vermont mother commits her son to their charge —
& when again she asks for him — the Directors say — “I am not your son’s keeper. Go look beneath the ribs of
the Lincoln Bridge.” It is a monster which would not have minded Perseus with his Medusa’s head. If he could
be held back only 4 feet from where he now crouches all travellers might pass in safety & laugh him to scorn
— This would require but a little resolution in our legislature but it is preferred to pay tribute still. I felt a
curiosity to see this famous Bridge — naturally far greater than my curiosity to see the gallows on which Smith
was hung — which was burned in the old Court House — for the exploits of this bridge are 10 times as
memorable — Here too they are killed without priest — the bridge unlike the gallows — is a fixture. Beside the
gallows bears an ill name &, I think, deservedly.
No doubt it has hung many an innocent man — but this Lincoln bridge — long as it has been in our midst —
& busy as it has been — no legislature — no body indeed has even seriously complained of — unless it was
some desolate bereaved mother, who was naturally prejudiced against it- To my surprize I found no difficulty
in getting a sight of it — it stands right out in broad daylight in the midst of the fields — no sentinels — no
spiked fence — no crowd about it, & you have to pay no fee for looking at it. It is perfectly simple & easy to
construct — & does its work silently. The days of the gallows are numbered — The next time this country has
a Smith to dispose of — they have only to hire him out to the Fitchburg RR Company. Let the priest accompany
him to the freight train — pray with him — & take leave of him there — Another advantage I have hinted at —
an advantage to the morals of the community — — that strange as it may seem no crowd ever assembles at this
spot — there are no morbidly curious persons — no hardened reprobates — no masculine women — no
anatomists there. Does it not make life more serious? I feel as if these were stirring times — as good as the days
of the Crusaders — the Northmen — or the Boucaniers.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

Samuel Smith

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2016. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

