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1667
In Concord, John Smeadly was deputy and representative to the General Court.
The initial Concord town meetinghouse had been on the hill some distance easterly from the common. In this
year it was arranged to create a new meetinghouse, somewhat closer in. The house would be complete in 1673.
Some of the timbers cut during this year for use in the frame of the new meetinghouse would be re-used in
1710 for a law court building on the south side of the Concord common. Then, when this law court building
would get old, it would be moved to the back of Deacon John White’s home for use as that family’s barn. Then
in 1850 these timbers would be recycled yet again by Daniel Shattuck to build an ell on the Lowell Road side
of what is now the Colonial Inn, and a stable.

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY,
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE,
IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

Daniel Shattuck

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1710
In Concord, William Wheeler, Joseph Dakin, William Wilson, Samuel Fletcher, and Benjamin Whittemore
were Selectmen.
In Concord, William Wilson was Town Clerk.
In Concord, John Heywood continued as Town Treasurer.
In Concord, from 2 to 3 Horse-Officers or “persons to look after horses going at large on the common during
Concord Court” would be chosen each year until 1802. From this year until 1718, William Wilson would be
the Town Clerk.
Benjamin Whittemore was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.
Concord needed a new, 3d, meetinghouse.
In Concord, the timbers which had been cut for use in the town meetinghouse in 1667 were being re-used at
this point for a law court building being constructed on the south side of the town common. (This law court
building in turn when it got old would be moved to the back of Deacon John White’s home for use as that
family’s barn, and then in 1850 the timbers would be recycled yet again by Daniel Shattuck to build an ell on
the Lowell Road side of what is now the Colonial Inn, and a stable.)

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS
SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).

Daniel Shattuck
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1790
July 10, Saturday: Daniel Shattuck was born in Ashby, Massachusetts. He was the son of John Shattuck of Pepperell
and Betsey Miles Shattuck of Concord.
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1794
September 28, Sunday: Sarah Edwards was born in Ashby, Massachusetts.
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1812
The one-story heavily timbered variety store structure that eventually would become the central building of
Concord’s Colonial Inn passed at this point from Deacon John White to Messrs. Hemmenway and Daniel
Shattuck, with the deacon retaining an interest in the enterprise.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

Daniel Shattuck
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1816
April 23, Tuesday: Cut by London society over the separation scandal, and with financial difficulties
worsening, George Gordon, Lord Byron left England forever, going to Dover and a channel crossing with
Hobhouse and Scrope Davies.
In Concord, Massachusetts, Daniel Shattuck got married with Sarah Edwards of nearby Ashby.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 23rd of 4 M / This Afternoon I pulled out my front tooth
next my Eye tooth, on the left side - this Tooth has been long
troublesome. The gun located above it has been as many as 12
Years decaying round it & about 5 or 6 Years ago I had a gum
boil on it which never healed. Since which the tooth has been
gradually growing loose & all that I could apply would neither
heal the gum or fasten the tooth which grew looser & looser till
it worked quite half way out of the socket - This in addition
to grey hairs which are already increasing fast - will
frequently remind me that Old age is creeping on & my days fast
spending. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1817
March 21, Friday: Charles Henry Shattuck was born in Concord, Massachusetts, 1st child of Daniel Shattuck
and Betsey Miles Shattuck.
Rochesterville, New York was incorporated (including the village of Frankfort, which it annexed, its
population was 700 — eventually this would all become Rochester). Francis Brown was elected the 1st mayor.
A mill was being built on Water Street. This spring, floods would damage the business section. In this year
Elisha Johnson and Orson Seymour would lay out a subdivision on the east bank of the Genesee River. Austin
Steward, a freed black man, was opening a meat market on West Main Street (local white competitors would
deface his business signs with black paint, but eventually this would cease).

Edward Scrantom, a white abolitionist who had helped the freed Austin Steward with his belated education,
would later comment upon this incident:
...the outrage
competitors on
bitter tears,
proved true —
that you would

and indignity offered you in Rochester, by white
no other ground than that of color.1 I saw your
and recollect assuring you — what afterwards
that justice would overtake the offenders, and
live to see these enemies bite the dust!

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd M 21 1817 6th day / I have been favor’d with the precious
incomes of love & life this morning, much to my consolation. —
How precious it is to feel the Streams to flow after a season
of dearth in the mind, it excites gratitude, & oh that it may
1. The indignity spoken of was this: Mr. Steward had established a grocery and provision store on Buffalo Street, in a part of Abner
Wakelee’s building, opposite the Eagle Hotel. He put up his sign, a very plain and proper one, and at night, some competitors, whom
he knew, as well as he could know anything which he could not prove, smeared his sign with black paint, utterly destroying it!
But the misguided men who stooped to such an act –the victims of sensuality and excess– have years ago ended their journey,
and passed to the bar of a higher adjudication.
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continue. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1818
March 11, Wednesday: Henry Jacob Bigelow was born, a son of Dr. Jacob Bigelow and Mary Scollay
Bigelow.
Sarah Elizabeth Shattuck was born in Concord, 2d child of Daniel Shattuck and Betsey Miles Shattuck.
Official date of publication2 of the story by Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley about the birth of a monster
out of dead bodies with the help of Dr. Erasmus Darwin’s electricity, FRANKENSTEIN; OR, THE MODERN
PROMETHEUS, with a preface ostensibly authored by the author but, for some reason, actually written for her
by her spouse Percy Bysshe Shelley:
“The event on which the interest of the story depends is exempt
from the disadvantages of a mere tale of spectres or enchantment.”
This husbandly evaluation was accurate. You should notice that there is simply no “antiscientism” to be found

2. Actually, copies of her anonymous book had begun to be offered by the small London publishing house of Lackington, Hughes,
Harding, Mayor, and Jones during December of the previous year.
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in this romance which might have given a 19th-Century person such as Henry Thoreau pause.

The antiscientism with which we are so familiar actually is all stuff which Hollywood has imported into the
tale during the 20th Century! The 1931
originary movie would begin with an anonymous authoritative
lecturer setting the scene by informing us that we are to learn of “a man of science who sought to create a man
after his own image without reckoning upon God.” This movie’s 1935
sequel “Bride of Frankenstein”
would be even more explicit, in presenting an actress portraying the author engaged in conversation with Mr.
Shelley and George Gordon, Lord Byron, going:
“My purpose was to write a moral lesson of the punishment that befell
a mortal man who dared to emulate God.”
But where had the real Mary Shelley ever expressed such an attitude? In fact she had placed in Dr. Victor
Frankenstein’s mouth, as his dying words, the hope that although he had failed in his scientific objective to
“renew life where death had apparently devoted the body to corruption,” there was still room for hope as
“another may succeed.”
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1821
At this point, in Concord, Daniel Shattuck, who as a partner of Deacon John White had been living over the

variety store which now is a central part of the present-day Colonial Inn, was able to purchase that store and
its stock from his partner.

Concord had been allowing its poor to be housed separately, maintained by various contracts with various
individual providers, but in this year it took a contract whereby all the town’s paupers were to be housed
together at an Alms House and Poor Farm. This cost the town $1,450, although in subsequent years the total
cost would go down significantly. Here was the general financial situation:
Since the Revolution new state-valuations have been taken, once
in ten years, and that after the taking of the census. In these
valuations various articles of personal property are required
to be enumerated and described, not however uniformly alike. In
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the following table some of the principal only are mentioned.3

Articles of Property.

In 1781.

In 1791.

In 1801.

In 1811.

In 1821.

In 1831.

Polls

326

340

390

390

435

489

Dwelling houses

193

188

227

224

235

253

Barns

174

142

184

183

203

225

Other buildings

——

——

64

79

265

125

Acres of tillage land

1188

1063

1112

1156

1137

1098

753

721

840

992

1205

1279

Acres of Meadow

2089

1827

2236

2131

2153

2111

Acres of Pasturing

3099

4398

3800

2982

3852

4059

Acres of Woodland

3878

4436

3635

3386

3262

2048

Acres Unimproved

——

——

1282

1732

1392

2833

Acres Unimproveable

——

——

384

——

395

612

Acres Used for roads

——

——

——

348

286

——

Acres of Water

——

——

——

515

695

——

Barrels of Cider

882

799

1376

1767

1079

——

Tons of English Hay

——

——

731

838

880

836

Tons of Meadow Hay

——

——

1434

1453

1270

1370

Bushels of Rye

——

——

4738

2942

3183

2327

Bushels of Corn

——

——

10505

10052

11375

11424

Bushels of Oats

——

——

1388

1463

2372

4129

Horses

137

146

182

179

145

177

Oxen

324

288

374

326

337

418

Cows

916

775

934

831

743

725

Swine

137

308

290

269

294

408

Acres of English Mowing

The total valuation, in 1801, was $20,322, in 1811, $24,554, in 1821, $25,860, and in 1831, $36,681.29.
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Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1823
After having taught school for two years in Troy and Albany, New York and for four years in Detroit,
Michigan, Lemuel Shattuck came to Concord to help his older brother Daniel Shattuck keep a store in what is
now part of the Colonial Inn on Monument Square.
Tuberculosis had played a major role in this young man’s family life. His mother had died of consumption in
1797 while he was four years old, his father had died of consumption in 1815 while he was 22 years old, one
of his sisters had died of consumption in 1816 while he was 23 years old, and the other of his sisters had died
of consumption in 1821 while he was 28 years old.
March 17, Monday: The fortress at Negropoint on the Aegean Sea was relieved by the Turkish fleet.
Henry Livingston Shattuck was born in Concord, 3d child of Daniel Shattuck and Betsey Miles Shattuck.
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1826
March 3, Friday: Carl Maria von Weber suffered a seizure in Calais due to wet weather.
Incorporation in Concord of the Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company.
The Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company was incorporated
March 3, and organized March 29, 1826. The Hon. Abiel Heywood
was chosen President, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks, Secretary and
Treasurer, who, with John Keyes, Daniel Shattuck, Elias Phinney
of Lexington, and Daniel Richardson of Tyngsborough, have since
been Directors. The other directors have been Samuel Burr, 1826
to 1830; Josiah Davis, from 1830; Micah M. Rutter of East
Sudbury, 1826 to 1828; Joshua Page of Bedford, 1826 to 1829;
Rufus Hosmer of Stow, from 1829; and Charles Merriam of Weston,
from 1830. The first policy was issued May 17, 1826; and the
following table will show the amount of business in this
excellent institution since that time.4

Year

4.

Policies

Insured

Premium Notes

Losses

1827

440

$801,247

$41,276.41

$650.00

1828

226

$387,871

$22,177.47

$100.00

1829

406

$645,673

$37,774.13

$857.74

1830

590

$857,700

$53,173.80

$2,924.50

1831

499

$646,279

$39,954.01

$1,452.53

1832

508

$708,064

$45,184.85

$3,150.75

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1827
Edward Jarvis began to study medicine, first with Dr. Josiah Bartlett of Concord, then at Harvard Medical
School.

The Thoreaus were living in the “Shattuck House (now William Monroe’s)” at 63 Main Street.
May 7, Monday: The Thoreaus had moved in Spring 1826 from the brick “Josiah Jones” house at the corner
of Main Street and Walden Street in Concord, into the Davis house next door to the substantial residence of
the attorney Samuel Hoar and across the street from the “Shattuck House (now William Monroe’s),” and at
this point they moved again, across the street to the Shattuck house, the address of which was at that time #63
Main Street (it is now #185 Main Street). They would live in this house “to spring of 1835.” It was their 3d
Concord residence in 4 years. Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau would determine to make extra cash as her sisters-inlaw were doing in the old Thoreau home on the town common, by taking in lodgers. This nice facility would
be made into her boardinghouse.5
THOREAU RESIDENCES
WILLIAM MONROE
“Is a house but a gall on the face of the earth,
a nidus which some insect has provided for its young?”
–JOURNAL May 1, 1857

5. What Shattucks did they know?
— Daniel Shattuck
— Henry L. Shattuck
— Lemuel Shattuck the author of A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;....
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1828
The Milldam6 Company businessmen’s association was organized by Daniel Shattuck, Cyrus Stow, Ephraim
Merriam, Abel Moore, John Keyes, and Nehemiah Ball, with a capital stock of $20,000.00. The company
bought the land on both sides of the Concord mill dam where there had previously been a native village’s
communal fishing weir. (The name of that village is not of record. The pond had been south of the present street
with the stream draining north into the Concord River, and it had been into this pond that the British troops
had hastily dumped Concord’s military supplies. As Henry Thoreau would note on one of his surveys, the
stream had been diverted into Concord’s storm drains.) Draining the pond, they widened the road by 20 feet
and sold lots for business buildings. The tanyard on the north side of the milldam, and the smithy at the corner
of Walden Street, would be replaced by retail stores.

Possibly as part of the businessmen’s agreement which created the “Milldam” district of downtown Concord
in this year, John Thoreau, Senior gave up operation of the mill, milldam, race, and pond on Mill Brook, which
he had been operating since 1823.
6. Please note that in referring to this area as the “Milldam,” Concord merchants were copying a famous name of Boston, which
already had a district referred to as “The Milldam.”
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April 21, 1852: … Was that a large shad bush where fathers mill used to be.? There is quite a water
fall beyond. where the old dam was Where the rapids commence at the outlet of the pond, the water is
singularly creased as it rushes to the fall

CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

In Acton, Mr. Perham had once acted as postmaster but then for some reason this had been discontinued and
there had not been a Post Office for some time. In this year a Post Office was re-established, and Silas Jones
would be serving as postmaster.
At this point Dr. Bela Gardner, who had been in Acton since 1823, removed to Vermont.
Henry Durant of Acton graduated at Yale College. He would become a tutor there while pursuing theological
studies. According to Theodore Rawson Crane’s THE COLLEGES AND THE PUBLIC, 1787-1862, pages 83-99
(NY: Columbia, 1963), the “Yale Report of 1828” amounted to a defense of the educational tradition of the
“superior education,” which is to say, education in superiority itself, education which included plenty of Greek
and plenty of Latin, and an attack on the looser, less status-conscious, form of education that was being
introduced among other places at the University of Vermont.
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1829
March 11, Wednesday: Frances Jane Shattuck was born in Concord, 4th child of Daniel Shattuck and Betsey
Miles Shattuck.
The Reverend Waldo Emerson was ordained as a junior pastor at the 2d Congregational (Unitarian) Church on
Hanover Street in Boston.7 (His father had been pastor of the First Unitarian Church in Boston but had died
early after suffering from a respiratory problem.) Finally Waldo would be able to move out of his lodgings at
Divinity Hall in Cambridge, and in with George Sampson on North Allen Street in Boston (he would later
board with Abel Adams on Chardon Street, nearer his church).
At 6PM Felix Mendelssohn conducted, from the piano, using for the first time a baton, the first performance
of Johann Sebastian Bach’s St. Matthew Passion in nearly a century. In the alto section of the chorus was Fanny
Mendelssohn. This performance, in the Berlin Singakademie, was much more successful than the original.
There was a standing-room-only audience, and in attendance were the King of Prussia, Professor G.W.F.
Hegel, Gaspare Spontini, Alexander von Humboldt, and Heinrich Heine.

7. Note that “Unitarian” is a subspecies of “Congregational.”
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1830
Daniel Shattuck bought the house which is now the west part of Concord’s Colonial Inn and moved into it.
Shattuck would help found the Middlesex Insurance Company, National Bank, Savings Bank, and Milldam
Company. His brother Lemuel Shattuck, who had been helping with the store since 1823, moved into rooms
above the store, where he would remain until 1833, when he would relocate to Boston to become a book
publisher. Brother Lemuel would in 1835 publish the 1st history of Concord, would present the 1st report ever
given at a town meeting, would get a law passed making such reports mandatory throughout the state, and
would found both the American Statistical Society and the New England Genealogy Society.
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1831
In Concord, the Selectmen began to function in addition as Assessors. One Surveyor of Highways and Bridges
replaced eleven.
Joseph Barrett was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.
Nathan Brooks and Samuel Hoar, Jr. of Concord were of the Senate.
John Brown, hired from elsewhere, became the schoolmaster for Concord’s grammar students.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown
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It would have been in approximately this year that Moses Barnard Prichard would have begun to attend the
Concord Academy at which Henry Thoreau. was studying. A text that would be required at the school was
published in this year, the 2d edition of Benjamin Franklin Fisk’s A GRAMMAR OF THE GREEK LANGUAGE
(Boston: Hilliard, Gray, Little, and Wilkins).

IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME

A text that Thoreau would check out from the Harvard Library on February 5, 1834 was also published in this
year, GREEK EXERCISES; CONTAINING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE GREEK SYNTAX, ILLUSTRATED BY PASSAGES
FROM THE BEST GREEK AUTHORS, TO BE WRITTEN OUT FROM THE WORDS GIVEN IN THEIR SIMPLEST FORM. BY
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN FISK. CONSUETUDO ET EXERCITATIO FACILITATEM MAXIME PARIT. QUINTIL (Boston:
Hilliard, Gray, Little, and Wilkins).

GREEK EXERCISES
Nathan Stow died and the partnership “Stows & Merriam” made up of Nathan Stow, Cyrus Stow, and Ephraim
Merriam was dissolved. At the time Merriam was in business in Lowell, Massachusetts with Reuben Moore,
dealer in wood and lumber, and was in addition speculating in real estate in Lowell in loose association with
Daniel Shattuck.
He was successful. He began life with four or five hundred
dollars. He left to his heirs not much less than forty thousand
dollars, a large estate in those days for a small country town.

HDT

WHAT?

DANIEL SHATTUCK

INDEX

DANIEL SHATTUCK

1832
March 3, Saturday: The Liberator.
The decision of the United States Supreme Court under Chief Justice John Marshall in the case of Worcester
v Georgia was that it was government at the federal level which had exclusive jurisdiction over relationships
with native American tribes, and over all negotiations in regard to their land claims even within a state. (As it
turned out, the state of Georgia, in its lust for the Cherokee farms, would ignore this decision of the Supremes,
and would be supported in this defiance by President Andrew Jackson, who did not ever exclaim “Well: John
Marshall has made his decision: now let him enforce it!”

Incorporation of the Concord Bank. Its new building would house also the Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance
Company.
The Concord Bank was incorporated March 3, 1832, with a capital
of $100,000. Daniel Shattuck, Esq., President, John M. Cheney,
Esq., Cashier, and the President, Abiel Heywood, John Keyes,
Nathan Brooks, Abel Moore, and Phineas How, of Concord, Rufus
Hosmer of Stow, George F. Farley of Groton, John Merriam of
Bedford, Benjamin Muzzy of Lexington, and Timothy Prescott of
Littleton, Directors. A neat and appropriate building was
erected for its own accommodation and that of the Middlesex
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, in 1832.8
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Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
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(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1833
September: A Concord Ornamental Tree Society was formed, to sponsor the planting of trees along the town
streets. The 44 members included Dr. Josiah Bartlett, Squire Nathan Brooks, Deacon Reuben Brown, Stedman
Buttrick, Squire Samuel Hoar, Dr. Edward Jarvis, Abel Moore, the Reverend Ezra Ripley, Daniel Shattuck,
John Thoreau, Senior, and Colonel William Whiting.
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1834
March: While the sheets of Lemuel Shattuck’s massive A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD; MIDDLESEX
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS, FROM ITS EARLIEST SETTLEMENT TO 1832; AND OF THE ADJOINING TOWNS,
BEDFORD, ACTON, LINCOLN, AND CARLISLE; CONTAINING VARIOUS NOTICES OF COUNTY AND STATE
HISTORY NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED were passing through the press in preparation for the September 12, 1835
celebration of the 200th anniversary of Concord’s incorporation, the Reverend Ezra Ripley surrendered title
to land in his cow pasture for the reopening of an east bank access path and a Battle Monument at the Old North
Bridge site. There was a rumor going around, that the reverend had simply appropriated this land and added it
to his cow pasture anyway, that it actually had always belonged to the town, and that rumor may have been
true or may have been false but true or false it was doing damage and needed to be dealt with. In public, citizens
were saying that they were upset that no memorial had been placed where their militiamen had fallen upon
which the Battle at the North Bridge had taken place and where the 1st British soldier had been killed and
buried, along with a right of way to these grounds. Therefore the Reverend in formally donating the title
insisted upon a condition, that Concord must erect a suitable monument there in commemoration, by the 4th
of July three years following. Daniel Shattuck, Ephraim Merriam, and Joseph Davis would come to constitute
a committee to fulfil this obligation. At the last moment, Shattuck added an updating footnote to his work in
recognition of this recent event.
This history of Concord contained a chapter on the town’s geology which Henry Thoreau would surely study,
that had been loosely based on the “Neptunism” of Abraham Gottlob] Werner’s KURZE KLASSIFIKATION UND
BESCHREIBUNG DER VERSCHIEDEN GEBIRGSARTEN (Dresden, 1787).9
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(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1835
January 6, Tuesday: Ellen Miles Shattuck was born in Concord, 5th child of Daniel Shattuck and Betsey Miles
Shattuck.
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1837
April 10, Tuesday: There exists in the Vault Collection of the Concord Free Public Library a deed from John
Garrison and Susan Garrison to Daniel Shattuck, for “all right, title and interest, which we or either of us have
in and to the Dwelling House and land under and about the same, where we now live in Concord, being the
same Dwelling House reserved for the said Susan’s use and occupation during her natural life by Humphrey
Barrett,” to have and to hold, etc. This parcel on Barretts Mill Road had once been a brickyard and had on it
an old windmill, in which the Garrison family lived until they could erect on the lot a cottage for themselves.

HDT

WHAT?

DANIEL SHATTUCK

INDEX

DANIEL SHATTUCK

1839
Daniel Shattuck bought the home that eventually would become the east wing of Concord’s Colonial Inn. It
would be occupied in turn until 1885 by Reuben Rice, Mrs. Almira Barlow, the Tolman Family, F.S. Simonds,
and many other tenants. Rice was manager of the Green Store, where the Catholic Church now stands, until
he went west to work for the railroads; he would return to Concord as a town financial benefactor. (Simonds
would write several histories and would wind up being quoted by Adolf Hitler, and in our own century there
has been a Litt.D. named Frank Herbert Simonds (1878-1936) who has authored several Realpolitik histories,
so I wonder whether F.H. Simonds might not be the son of this F.S. Simonds.)

George B. Bartlett would explain in his 1885 history CONCORD; HISTORIC, LITERARY, AND PICTURESQUE
(3d Edition, Revised; Boston: D. Lotrop Company, Washington Street opposite Bromfield) that:
Opposite the Library stands the old inn, at which stages running
between Boston and the up-country towns used to change horses.
The swing sign marked “Shepard's Tavern,” is now in the
possession of Mr. R.N. Rice, who purchased the building, and has
modernized it into a pleasant residence. Bigelow’s tavern,
another ancient inn, stood just below, and its extensive grounds
comprise a part of his fine estate. In front of his stable stood
the old jail in which British prisoners were confined in 1775.
Mr. Rice commenced business in the old green store which
occupied the site of the Catholic church. He went to Michigan
in 1846, in the service of the Michigan Central Railroad, of
which he was afterwards general manager for thirteen years. In
1870, Mr. Rice built his present house, and was prominent in
various extensive town improvements, including Hubbard and
Thoreau streets. Other gentlemen were associated with Mr. Rice,
among whom were Mr. Samuel Staples, who has for years been an
authority on the subject of real estate, and has lived in town
for half a century.
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1841
October 12, Tuesday: The combined British detachment that had ventured out from the relative safety of the
metropolis, Cabul, Afghanistan, by this morning had become large enough to transit the pass of Khoord-Cabul,
and this was effected with some loss due to long range sniper fire down from the rocks at the sides of the defile.
The force then set up a defensive camp perimeter on the far side of the defile at Khoord-Cabul and the 13th
light infantry again subjected itself to losses due to its exposure to this unrelenting rifle fire, by returning
through the pass to its defensive camp perimeter at Bootkhak. For some nights the camps would repel attacks,
“that on the 35th native infantry being peculiarly disastrous, from the treachery of the Affghan horse, who
admitted the enemy within their lines, by which our troops were exposed to a fire from the least suspected
quarter. Many of our gallant sepoys, and Lieutenant Jenkins, thus met their death.”10
Frederick Douglass addressed the Middlesex County Anti-Slavery Society at the Universalist meetinghouse
in Concord.

10.

Lieut. V. Eyre (Sir Vincent Eyre, 1811-1881). THE MILITARY OPERATIONS AT CABUL: WHICH ENDED IN THE
RETREAT AND DESTRUCTION OF THE BRITISH ARMY, JANUARY 1842, WITH A JOURNAL OF IMPRISONMENT IN
AFFGHANISTAN. Philadelphia PA: Carey and Hart, 1843; London: J. Murray, 1843 (three editions); Lieut. V. Eyre
(Sir Vincent Eyre, 1811-1881). PRISON SKETCHES: COMPRISING PORTRAITS OF THE CABUL PRISONERS AND OTHER
SUBJECTS; ADAPTED FOR BINDING UP WITH THE JOURNALS OF LIEUT. V. EYRE, AND LADY SALE; LITHOGRAPHED
BY LOWES DICKINSON. London: Dickinson and Son, [1843?]
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We very much need to know who was in town at the time, and who did and who did not
attend this meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bronson Alcott ?
Abba Alcott ?
Anna Bronson Alcott ?
Louisa May Alcott (8 years old)?
Phineas Allen ?
Perez Blood ?
Mrs. Mary Merrick Brooks ?
Squire Nathan Brooks ?
Caroline Downes Brooks ?
George Merrick Brooks ?
Deacon Simon Brown ?
Mrs. Lidian Emerson ?
Waldo Emerson ?
Reverend Barzillai Frost ?
Margaret Fuller ?
William Lloyd Garrison ?
Nathaniel Hawthorne ?
Judge Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar ?
Edward Sherman Hoar ?
Senator George Frisbie Hoar ?
Elizabeth Sherman Hoar ?
Squire Samuel Hoar ?
Dr. Edward Jarvis ?
Deacon Francis Jarvis ?
John Shepard Keyes, Judge John Shepard Keyes ?
John M. Keyes ?
Reverend George Ripley ?
Mrs. Sophia Dana Ripley ?
Reverend Samuel Ripley ?
Sarah Alden Bradford Ripley ?
Lemuel Shattuck ?
Daniel Shattuck ?
Sheriff Sam Staples ?
Henry David Thoreau ?
John Thoreau, Senior ?
Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau ?
John Thoreau, Jr. ?
Helen Louisa Thoreau ?
Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau ?
Aunt Maria Thoreau ?
Aunt Jane Thoreau ?
Alek Therien ?
Miss Prudence Ward ?
xxxxxx ?
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1849
May 15, Tuesday: While visiting with Bronson Alcott at the Alcott home at 12 West Street, Waldo Emerson
encountered his earlier student Richard Henry Dana, Jr. at a meeting of the Town and Country Club.
Prussia declared war on the Baden revolutionaries.
Neapolitan royal troops entered Palermo, thus ending the rebellion there.
At the age of 38 Louis A. Surette, who had previously been married with Jeanne Françoise Bourque (a widow
with a child Mathurin Surette), remarried with Frances Jane Shattuck, 19-or-20-year-old daughter of the
Honorable Daniel Shattuck of Concord, Massachusetts. The couple would produce 5 children there, 2 of whom
would die young.
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1850
Daniel Shattuck made over the whole store building which is now a central part of Concord’s Colonial Inn into
a dwelling which he rented to John F. Skinner; the building would until late 1893 therefore be known locally
as the Skinner House. Shattuck used the timbers of the White family’s barn to build an ell on the Lowell Road
side, about this time, and a stable for himself. These barn timbers were recycled timbers that originally had
been cut for the town meetinghouse in 1667, had then been re-used in 1710 when the old meetinghouse was
replaced with a new one (not for that new meetinghouse but in another new building, on the south side of the
common, which was intended for law courts and town meetings). Then Deacon John White had eventually
moved this court building, when it was old, to the rear of his West House, for use as his family’s barn.
Beginning at this point, the “Daniel Taylor” house built in 1804 or before would be undergoing alterations.
As modified, this is a structure still in existence.
OLD HOUSES
May 25, Saturday: An issue of Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal:

CHAMBERS’ EDINBURGH JOURNAL
ISSUE OF MAY 25
William Jackman and Jenett Nelson Scott Jackman’s daughter Jessie Ellen Jackman was born in Wisconsin.
On Waldo Emerson’s 47th birthday, he went to “Ancient Forest” in Warren County with a group of young men
to see the Indian mounds and circular ridges there.

Henry Thoreau surveyed, for his father John Thoreau, the lot on Main Street near the corner of the present
Thoreau Street that they had purchased from Daniel Shattuck, for their Yellow House. In his journal Thoreau
mentioned that a mountain ash and a pitch pine were on that lot.
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
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http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/129.htm

June 12, Wednesday: Professor John White Webster’s lawyers had submitted a petition for a writ of error against Judge
Lemuel Shaw because of his faulty instructions to the jury. On this day the hearing was held before a panel of
five judges one of whom was Shaw, and the writ denied. Webster would appeal to Governor George N. Briggs
for a pardon, asserting his entire innocence. He had been convicted on evidence which was wholly
circumstantial. Unfortunately for him, the black man Washington Goode had just been hanged in Boston for
murder entirely on the basis of such circumstantial evidence. Thus, the Governor could not pardon Webster
without seeming to allow different standards of evidence to accused white men. The Fall River Weekly News
would express this matter most succinctly: “If any delays, misgivings or symptoms of mercy are manifested,
the gibbeted body of Washington Goode will be paraded before the mind’s eye of his Excellency. If he relents
in this case, though the entire population of the State petition for a remission of sentence, Governor Briggs will
forfeit all claim to public respect as a high minded, honorable and impartial chief magistrate. He can do one
of two things and retain his character as a man and a public servant: resign his office, or let the law take its
course.” The governor signed the death warrant. Webster, therefore, in a last-ditch effort to avoid the gallows,
would make a retreating confession. He had indeed struck the victim. However, he had only struck him once.
Also, he was only defending himself as he had been provoked into doing this! His act had not been
premeditated or malicious. He had been pushed into this by Doctor Parkman, who had become so inordinately
aggressive to collect the money he was owed. The creditor had been “gesticulating in the most violent and
menacing manner.” He had even been threatening to seize the professor’s mineral cabinet, despite the fact that
the professor had put this asset up as security to cover not only this loan, but another separate loan to another
man. What could Professor Webster do under such extenuating circumstances but seize “whatever thing was
handiest –it was a stick of wood– and [deal] him an instantaneous blow with all the force that passion could
give it. It was on the side of his head, and there was nothing to break the force of the blow. He fell instantly
upon the pavement. There was no second blow. He did not move.” (Of course, such an exculpatory confession
would get the man exactly nowhere, for it did nothing to restore the torn social fabric. For a suitable restoration
of the torn social fabric, we will need to wait until after this hanging, when the victim’s widow would be listed
as the 1st contributor to a fund created for the murderer’s impoverished widow and daughters.)

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS,
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER,
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT
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MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL
THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

June 19, Wednesday: Henry Thoreau surveyed Daniel Shattuck’s cottage on Main Street, next door to the Thoreau
home.

Daniel Shattuck

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1851
December 2, Tuesday: Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote in his JOURNAL
INTIME: “Let mystery have its place in you; do not be always turning up your whole soil with the plowshare of
self-examination, but leave a little fallow corner in your heart ready for any seed the winds may bring, and
reserve a nook of shadow for the passing bird; keep a place in your heart for the unexpected guests, an altar
for the unknown God. Then if a bird sing among your branches, do not be too eager to tame it. If you are
conscious of something new — thought or feeling, wakening in the depths of your being — do not be in a hurry
to let in light upon it, to look at it; let the springing germ have the protection of being forgotten, hedge it round
with quiet, and do not break in upon its darkness; let it take shape and grow, and not a word of your happiness
to any one! Sacred work of nature as it is, all conception should be enwrapped by the triple veil of modesty,
silence and night.
Kindness is the principle of tact, and respect for others the first condition of savoir-vivre.
He who is silent is forgotten; he who abstains is taken at his word; he who does not advance, falls back; he
who stops is overwhelmed, distanced, crushed; he who ceases to grow greater becomes smaller; he who leaves
off, gives up; the stationary condition is the beginning of the end — it is the terrible symptom which precedes
death. To live, is to achieve a perpetual triumph; it is to assert one’s self against destruction, against sickness,
against the annulling and dispersion of one’s physical and moral being. It is to will without ceasing, or rather
to refresh one’s will day by day.
It is not history which teaches conscience to be honest; it is the conscience which educates history. Fact is
corrupting, it is we who correct it by the persistence of our ideal. The soul moralizes the past in order not to
be demoralized by it. Like the alchemists of the middle ages, she finds in the crucible of experience only the
gold that she herself has poured into it.”
On the 47th anniversary of the coronation of Napoléon I as the Emperor of France and the 46th
anniversary of the Battle of Austerlitz, French President Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte staged his coup d’état
against the 2d French Republic. The National Assembly was dissolved, with nearly all political leaders of the
Republic taken into custody. There was but sporadic resistance.
An Englishman named Bainbridge was visiting the Niagara Falls in the off season and, while on the icy
catwalk to the Terrapin Tower, slipped under the railing. He was able to hang onto a rock for a half an hour in
the torrent until someone noticed him down there and summoned two tour guides, J. Davy and H. Brewster.
By tying together their horse reins they were able to make a lifeline long enough to reach Bainbridge on his
rock — and he got pulled to safety.
Miss Mary Moody Emerson was such a rigid defender of the sanctity of the Sabbath day that often she would
spend the day in solitude, refusing to profane it by church and sermon:
Pulpits & all the wonders dark & light of nature are but
means — not the end of existing — that is for God!
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Note that this sort of ultra-pious attitude, rather than distancing her from such non-observers of the Sabbath as
Margaret Fuller and Henry Thoreau, actually served to bring her closer to them.
On this day Thoreau made no entry in his journal, clearly because he was too busy beginning the survey of a
line between Carlisle and Concord that would continue to occupy him on the 3d, 4th, 5th, 10th, and 13th (there
had been a lot of controversy about this line for years; the Town Report for 1851/1852 says that Henry was
paid $42.00 for setting this line; Henry’s measurements would not resolve the issue), and lotting off a 40-acre
“Ministerial lot” in the southeast part of Concord between Cambridge Turnpike and Walden Streets so the lots
could be sold to John McKeen, Nathan Brooks, Aaron A. Kelsey, Daniel Shattuck, Reuben Brown, Richard
Barrett, Charles B. Davis, Moses Prichard, the Reverend Addison Grant Fay, Patrick MacManners, Dr. Josiah
Bartlett, Colonel Charles Holbrook, R.A. Messer, and Jonathan Farwell. (He would continue on this project
during the following month.)
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_surveys/89.htm
December 2, Tuesday: Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote in his JOURNAL
INTIME: “Let mystery have its place in you; do not be always turning up your whole soil with the plowshare of
self-examination, but leave a little fallow corner in your heart ready for any seed the winds may bring, and
reserve a nook of shadow for the passing bird; keep a place in your heart for the unexpected guests, an altar
for the unknown God. Then if a bird sing among your branches, do not be too eager to tame it. If you are
conscious of something new — thought or feeling, wakening in the depths of your being — do not be in a hurry
to let in light upon it, to look at it; let the springing germ have the protection of being forgotten, hedge it round
with quiet, and do not break in upon its darkness; let it take shape and grow, and not a word of your happiness
to any one! Sacred work of nature as it is, all conception should be enwrapped by the triple veil of modesty,
silence and night.
Kindness is the principle of tact, and respect for others the first condition of savoir-vivre.
He who is silent is forgotten; he who abstains is taken at his word; he who does not advance, falls back; he
who stops is overwhelmed, distanced, crushed; he who ceases to grow greater becomes smaller; he who leaves
off, gives up; the stationary condition is the beginning of the end — it is the terrible symptom which precedes
death. To live, is to achieve a perpetual triumph; it is to assert one’s self against destruction, against sickness,
against the annulling and dispersion of one’s physical and moral being. It is to will without ceasing, or rather
to refresh one’s will day by day.
It is not history which teaches conscience to be honest; it is the conscience which educates history. Fact is
corrupting, it is we who correct it by the persistence of our ideal. The soul moralizes the past in order not to
be demoralized by it. Like the alchemists of the middle ages, she finds in the crucible of experience only the
gold that she herself has poured into it.”
On the 47th anniversary of the coronation of Napoléon I as the Emperor of France and the 46th
anniversary of the Battle of Austerlitz, French President Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte staged his coup d’état
against the 2d French Republic. The National Assembly was dissolved, with nearly all political leaders of the
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Republic taken into custody. There was but sporadic resistance.
An Englishman named Bainbridge was visiting the Niagara Falls in the off season and, while on the icy
catwalk to the Terrapin Tower, slipped under the railing. He was able to hang onto a rock for a half an hour in
the torrent until someone noticed him down there and summoned two tour guides, J. Davy and H. Brewster.
By tying together their horse reins they were able to make a lifeline long enough to reach Bainbridge on his
rock — and he got pulled to safety.
Miss Mary Moody Emerson was such a rigid defender of the sanctity of the Sabbath day that often she would
spend the day in solitude, refusing to profane it by church and sermon:
Pulpits & all the wonders dark & light of nature are but
means — not the end of existing — that is for God!
Note that this sort of ultra-pious attitude, rather than distancing her from such non-observers of the Sabbath as
Margaret Fuller and Henry Thoreau, actually served to bring her closer to them.
On this day Thoreau made no entry in his journal, clearly because he was too busy beginning the survey of a
line between Carlisle and Concord that would continue to occupy him on the 3d, 4th, 5th, 10th, and 13th (there
had been a lot of controversy about this line for years; the Town Report for 1851/1852 says that Henry was
paid $42.00 for setting this line; Henry’s measurements would not resolve the issue), and lotting off a 40-acre
“Ministerial lot” in the southeast part of Concord between Cambridge Turnpike and Walden Streets so the lots
could be sold to John McKeen, Nathan Brooks, Aaron A. Kelsey, Daniel Shattuck, Reuben Brown, Richard
Barrett, Charles B. Davis, Moses Prichard, the Reverend Addison Grant Fay, Patrick MacManners, Dr. Josiah
Bartlett, Colonel Charles Holbrook, R.A. Messer, and Jonathan Farwell. (He would continue on this project
during the following month.)
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_surveys/89.htm
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December 9, Tuesday: Henry Thoreau made no entry in his journal (he was still busy surveying the Ministerial lots
SE).

After this 40-acre plot between Cambridge Turnpike and Walden Streets was lotted off, the wood would be
sold to: John McKeen, Nathan Brooks, Aaron A. Kelsey, George Brooks, Col. Daniel Shattuck, Reuben
Brown, Richard Barrett, Charles B. Davis, Moses Prichard, the Reverend Addison Grant Fay,
Patrick MacManners, Dr. Josiah Bartlett, Col. Charles Holbrook, R.A. Messer, and Jonathan Farwell.
In France, a coup d’etat orchestrated by President Louis Napoleon Bonaparte and Count Morny (his halfbrother) had brought an end to the “Second Republic” — in 1852 Louis Napoleon would begin his reign as
Napoleon III and proclaim a 2d French Empire. Therefore on this day Hector Berlioz wrote of LouisNapoléon Bonaparte “this coup d’etat was the work of a master; indeed, it was a veritable masterpiece.”
Lord Palmerston would also congratulate Louis Napoleon on his coup d’etat. This would upset Lord John
Russell and other radical members of the Whig party, and this time he would accept the advice of Queen
Victoria and sack Palmerston (six weeks later Palmerston would take revenge by helping bring down Russell’s
government).
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1854
September 11, Monday: “Measured to-day the little Sternothaerus odoratus which came September 9 out in the
garden.” Tortoise Eggs: Henry Thoreau surveyed a woodlot near Great Meadows (Gleason D8) belonging to
Daniel Shattuck. His sketch shows the land of the Colonel Holbrook who lived opposite the Concord Free
Public Library. Great Meadows land seems to have had numerous owners as the grasses were used to mulch
crops.
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_surveys/110.htm
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1855
Lemuel Shattuck’s MEMORIALS OF THE DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM SHATTUCK, THE PROGENITOR OF THE
FAMILIES IN AMERICA THAT HAVE BORNE HIS NAME; INCLUDING AN INTRODUCTION, AND AN APPENDIX
CONTAINING COLLATERAL INFORMATION (Boston MA: Dutton and Wentworth, 1855).
Pages 8-14: The name of SHATTUCK is of doubtful origin. Whether
it was assumed as a while in nearly its present form, or whether
it is compounded of parts of other names; or whether it had any
specific meaning; or what changes it underwent antecedent to the
date of its earliest history known to us, is now entirely
hypothetical. Its proper orthography is SHATTUCK; and its proper
pronunciation as if written Shat’-uk, with the accent on the
first syllable. This spelling and pronunciation should be
insisted upon, and every deviation from it avoided. Few names,
however, have been presented in a greater variety of written
forms. This has been occasioned, probably, by the different
modes of its pronunciation, and by a representation of its
phonetic sounds by letters. Sometimes it is written nearly in
conformity with the true orthography and pronunciation, as
SHATAC, SHATTAUK, SHATHOOKE, SHATHAUK, AND SHATOC, SHATTOCK,
SHATTOCKE. At other times the pronunciation is varied by
substituting the sounds of “d” for “t” and “o” for “u” and is
written SHADDUCK, SHADOCK, SHADOC, AND CHADDOCK, CHADDUCK,
CHADOCK, and CHADOC. It is also written SHADDIC, CHADWICK,
CHADWYKE, SHADIOKE, CHADIOC. SHATTOCKE was the spelling in use
when our first American ancestors emigrated to this country, and
it is still in use in some of the municipal registers in England.
CHADDOCK, or CHADDUCK, as a distinct name, has been
occasionally, though rarely, borne by persons from the first
settlement of New England. WINTHROP, in 1643, makes mention of
“one Captain John CHADDOCK, son of him that was governor of
Bermuda, a godly gentleman.” There was a Thomas CHADDOCK of
Newbury, who married Sarah WALCOTT in 1674. Elias CHADDOCK
(sometimes written SHADDOCK and SHADOCK) died in Windsor, Conn.,
in 1676, leaving a daughter Hannah, and a widow Hannah who
married, in 1678, Benjamin EGELSON. James CHADDUCK was paid, in
1676, by the governor at Hartford, 5 pounds “for his services
as commissioner, besides his soldier’s pay.” Samuel and John
SHADDOCK were taxed in Boston in 1695. What the true name in
these cases was, whether CHADDOCK, SHATTUCK, or CHADWICK, or
whether they were, or were not, all one name, is uncertain. Rev.
Calvin CHADDUCK, who was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1791,
and afterward lived in Rochester and Hanover, and died in
Virginia (see Barry’s HISTORY OF HANOVER, pages 70, 93, 263), was
father of E.N. CHADDOCK, once of New Bedford, and now of Boston.
His mother, Malatiah, died in the latter place, October 5. 1854,
aged 84. The father of Rev. Calvin was Joseph CHADDUCK of
Brookfield, and his grandfather is said to have been of Reading,
and his original name is supposed to have been CHADWICK. David
“SHADDOCK,” probably a descendant of this Joseph, now of
Buffalo, was the son of Isaac SHADDOCK, and born in Boston.
CHADWICK has sometimes been regarded another form of the name
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of SHATTUCK, and as originating from the same source. This may
have been true as to its origin in England, but it has ever been
borne by separate and distinct families form the first
settlement of this country. There was a Charles, a John, and a
Thomas CHADWICK, in Watertown, sons of Charles CHADWICK, and
contemporary with our ancestor, the first William SHATTUCK, and,
as far as can be ascertained, not his relatives. Their names
were, however, occasionally written both ways in the records,
the one for the other. Entries of “John CHADWICK,” April 7th,
and “John Shadduck,” June 4th, 1685, relating to the same
person, are found upon the records of Watertown. The entry of “
Mary SHATTUCK, daughter of John and Mary SHATTUCK, born the 14th
of December, 1678,” should be Mary CHADWICK, daughter of John
and Sarah CHADWICK. There was a Samuel CHADWICK (sometimes
written SHATTUCK,) in Woburn, in 1675. He had children who lived
in Reading, and he was probably the ancestor of Rev. Calvin
CHADDUCK, before mentioned. Joseph CHADWICK, who married Mary
JENKINS,, in Malden, in 1732, is supposed to have been his
grandson. Others of this name are found elsewhere in New
England. A curious illustration of the variations, in its
orthography appears upon the records of Worcester County. In
1765, “Henry SHADDICK” was appointed administrator on the estate
of his father “Joseph CHADWICK.” In 1767, “John SHADDICK” of
Worcester, executed a will, mentioning his son “Joseph
CHADWICK:” while in 1787, “David SHATTUCK,” of the same family,
purchased lands. The true name of these cases was undoubtedly
CHADWICK, but it is curious that such variations should appear
in official documents, nearly contemporary, relating to the same
family. Thomas P. SHADDICK, now of Boston, whose father lives
in Middletown, Conn., probably originated from the CHADWICKs.
The name of SHATTUCK, though not very rare, cannot be considered
as very common. It occasionally appeared upon the records of
Essex County, in connection with Samuel SHATTUCK and his
posterity, from 1641 to 1735; but it afterwards became extinct
in that line. It, however, has appeared in that county relating
to Joseph SHATTUCK of Andover, a different branch of the family,
and has continued there for the last hundred and twenty-five
years. In Watertown, Middlesex County, the residence of our
first American ancestor, it often occurred for the first hundred
years after its settlement, but for the last hundred years is
not found upon the town records. Three of the grandsons of he
first William settled in Groton. Descendants of the other two
were the principal settlers of that part of Groton which is now
comprised within the town of Pepperell. This territory,
originally a part of Groton, was incorporated, in 1742, as a
separate parish, and, in 1753, as a town. The SHATTUCKs and their
connections were the largest original proprietors, and owned the
largest part of this town. The name is now and ever has been,
more common there than any other. In 1761, of the 106 families
then in Pepperell, 11, or nearly 11.25 percent, bore the name
of SHATTUCK. In 1853, of 426 legal voters, 36. or nearly 8.25%,
bore the same name. Rev. Mr. Emerson, the first minister of
Pepperell, is said to have remarked, that “he sometimes
regretted that he did not marry a SHATTUCK, for he should then
have been related to the whole town”! The name does not appear
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in the Indices of the Suffolk Records prior to 1800, excepting
in connection with William SHATTUCK, then a distinguished
merchant of Boston, or his family. A mortgage deed to Josiah
SHATTUCK of Cambridge occurs, as the only exception. William,
just mentioned, is the only instance which appeared in the
Boston Directory, and first appeared in 1809, then the only
representative of the name. In 1830, five of the name are found
in the Directory; in 1835, six; in 1840, ten; in 1845, nineteen;
and in 1850, twenty-one. It has not often appeared in the
Directories of other cities. In that of New York, for 1853, one
only is found; two in Philadelphia, none in Baltimore, two in
Buffalo, and two in Cincinnati. It now occurs, however, in
nearly every state in the Union. From a statement, presently to
be exhibited, it is supposed that four or five thousand of all
ages and sexes are now existing who bear the name, all of whom,
probably, originated from William SHATTUCK, the Memorials of
whose posterity constitute the principal part of this work.
Thirteen of the name of SHATTUCK had graduated at the different
colleges in New England prior to 1853. Six at Harvard — Benjamin,
1709; Stephen, 1756; Benjamin, 1797; George C., 1831; George O.,
1851. Five at Dartmouth — Caleb, 1794; Nathaniel, 1801; George
C., 1803; Cortland W., 1840; Jonathan C., 1842. One at
Burlington — Erasmus D., 1848. And one at Middletown — David O.
One by the name of CHADDUCK, at Dartmouth — Calvin,1791; Five
by the name of CHADWICK, one at Harvard — Benjamin, 1770; two
at Dartmouth — George, 1825; William, 1830; one at Yale — Joseph,
1821; and one at Bowdoin — Edmund, 1840. Dr. George C. SHATTUCK
left a legacy to Harvard College, Which has been set apart to
constitute
four
scholarships,
and
denominated
“SHATTUCK
Scholarships.” The name is therefore likely to be perpetuated
in that institution.
Few attempts have been made to ascertain the European origin and
history of the family. Our design has been to trace our ancestors
back to that heroic and noble band of Puritan emigrants who first
settled New England, and gave it its distinctive character; and
to exhibit the different generations of their descendants,
Americanized and modified by the circumstances of their
existence, and by the peculiar institutions they have aided in
founding, and with which they have been connected or surrounded.
This has been considered a sufficient gratification for the
labor required. The difficulties of authenticating a connection
between an American and English ancestor are so great, that we
prefer to leave the problem unsolved, rather than to assume any
relationship from any cause unsupported by conclusive evidence.

————————————————————————
FOOTNOTE: After this was written we received the valuable work
of the Rev. Joseph Hunter of London on “The Founders of New
Plymouth.” In a note (page 6) the author desires, “in the most
friendly spirit, to offer a hint or two to our brethren in New
England,” and says;— “No genealogy is of the least value that
is not supported by sufficient evidence from records or other
contemporary writing. The mere possession of a surname which
coincides with that of an English family is no proof of
connection with that family. Claims of alliance founded on this
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basis are not the legitimate offspring of laborious genealogical
inquiry, but of self love, and the desire to found a reputation
for ancestorial honor where no such honor is really due. Search
out the history of your ancestors by all means: but claim no
more than you can show to belong to you. As far as you can
‘prove’ you are safe, and you are doing a work that is good: but
the assumption of the armorial distinctions of eminent English
families who happen to bear the same nobility or gentry of
England. When it can be ‘proved,’ well and good: but no terms
can be too severe to reprobate it where there is no proof, or
even where there is no show of probability. It may lead to
unfounded claims, not only to honor, but to property.” And he
proceeds to state that Winslow, Brewster, and Bradford are the
only passengers in the Mayflower who have been traced to an
English birth place. Guided by these wise suggestions, some of
our genealogical structures would have to be repaired or
remodeled before they would become safe dwelling places.

————————————————————————
A tradition has existed that the family were of German origin;
but if such be the fact, which is not improbable, it must have
existed there in a very remote antiquity. It may have been, and
probably was, among the Angles and Saxons, or Anglo-Saxons of
the northerly part of Continental Europe, who peopled England
and America with their most shrewd and energetic races. If we
adopted terms in common use in our day, we might denominate
ourselves Americanized-Anglo-Saxons.
A friend of ours, in making researches for other purposes.
incidentally met with some facts, from which it appears that he
found the name in Old England more than a hundred years before
the settlement of New England. In the year 1525 Samuel SHATTOCKE
and Alice SHATTOCKE of Tolland, in Somersetshire, appear upon
the Rolls which contain the Assessments of the Subsidies granted
by Parliament. At Wells, in that county, are deposited the will
on John SHATTOCKE of Beckenaller, proved in 1533, which mentions
son Thomas and relative John GRANT; and the will of Alexander
SHATTOCKE of Bagborough, proved in 1588, which mentions sons
Alexander, Robert, and William. Daughters Joan and Dorothy, wife
Susan, executrix, brother Richard SHATTOCKE, and witnessed by
George SHATTOCKE and others. In the Subsidy Rolls for 1597, John
Shattuck was assessed for lands, and William SHATTOCKE and
Joanna SHATTUCK of Burland were assessed for goods; Henry
SHATTOCKE of Bishops for lands; Isota SHATTOCKE, widow of
Elworthy, for lands; Thomas SHATTOCKE of Cumberland, for lands;
Robert SHATTOCK of Norton, for goods; Henry SHATTOCKE of
Westminster, for goods. In the same Rolls for 1628, Humphrey
SHATTOCKE of the same place was assessed for lands. And in 1642,
Philip SHATTUCK of Taunton, Thomas SHATTOCKE of Kingston, the
widow SHATTOCKE of Staplegrove, and Henry SHATTOCKE of Norton,
were assessed for the same purpose,. In the parish register of
St. Lawrence in Reading, Berkshire, are found the baptism of the
following children of William SHATTUCK:— William, May 3, 1628;
Susan, Sept. 14, 1632; Elizabeth, April 29, 1635. Also, the
marriage of Samuel SHATTUCK and Mary SNELL, July 19, 1628; and
the burial of Elizabeth SHATTUCK, Dec. 31, 1636. The name might
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probably be discovered in other counties, by an examination of
the records.

————————————————————————
FOOTNOTE: A Catalogue of a London Bookseller, for 1854,
advertises a manuscript almanac, described as “very cleverly
written, in exact imitation of printing type, a work of untiring
labor, the whole interspersed throughout with verses on the
months, chronology, &v. 8vo, neat, 1 Pound 1 Shilling.” Under
the title, “Calendarium Astronomicum; a Compleat Ephemeris of
the Celestial Motions, for the year of Christ, 1704, with
drawings of the Eclipses, 1703 to 1763, exactly calculated from
“Astronomina Carolina,” by JOHN CHATTOCK, Schoolmaster of Castle
Bromwick, in Warwickshire.”

————————————————————————
These facts show that the family were owners of land and other
property — evidences of respectability at that time, in that
country. The name is still found in some of the counties above
mentioned, and in other parts of England. John SHATTOCKE, whose
name appears in the London Directory for 1824, and George
SHATTUCK, in that of 1841, are the only instances of its
occurrence in those years in that city.
In printed works we often find mentioned names which it has been
supposed were once synonymous with ours. William CHADDOCK was
one of the “pilgrims from England to Rome,” in 1582. Joseph
CHADDOCK, Esq. married May CHETHAM of Derbyshire, in 1703.
Thomas CHADDOCK was of Congleton, in 1831. And this name
occasionally, though rarely, occurs elsewhere. In 1570 there was
a CHITTOCK who owned a manor in Norfolkshire, but whether this
name had an origin similar to the other names we have mentioned
is conjectural.
CHADWICK is a name of great antiquity in England, In Burke’s
Landed Gentry, and in his Commoners, (Vol. III, P. 444,) it is
stated that William de CHADWYKE, said to have been the first of
the name upon record, was born about the year 1355, five hundred
years ago, and was living in 1413. He had sons William and John
de CHADWYKE, and perhaps other children. There was also a
Nicholas de CHADWYCKE, nearly contemporary with the above
William, but whether a relative or descendant is not positively
stated. He was born in the time of Edward III, and died before
1443. He also had a son, John de CHADWICK. Alliances were formed
between these and other patrician families; and from them have
descended a long line of nobility and gentry, some of whom are
still existing in England. There were other descendants, who
were not entitled to armorial bearings. The family were
possessed of large estates in the hamlet of CHADWICK, in
Lancashire, and elsewhere. CHADIOKE is another ancient name,
which bears some resemblance to SHATTUCK, and which, it is
conjectured, might have been originally the same. There was a
Sir John de CHYDEOKE (sometimes written CHIDEOKE, and CHADEOKE,)
who was one of the Barons of Somersetshire, as early as the
thirteenth century; and who, in the time of Henry VII, was
described as one of the “noble families related to the Blood
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Royal.” From him were descended, in male or female lines, many
families of great distinction, and of great wealth, as well as
others in the untitled ranks.

————————————————————————
FOOTNOTE:
See
Nichols’s
“Collectanea
Topographica
Genealogica,” and Burke’s ENCYCLOPEDIA OF HERALDRY.

and

————————————————————————
History shows that as great and even greater alterations have
been made in process of time in the orthography of names, as
would be required to change CHADDOCK, CHADWICK, and CHADIOKE
into SHATTUCK. And an assumption that some of the families by
the name of SHATTUCK, in Somersetshire and elsewhere, already
mentioned, and even our own American ancestor, William SHATTUCK,
were descended from William de CHADWYKE, or John de CHADIOKE,
might not be farther from the truth than are some genealogical
deductions we have seen published. And yet such an assumption
is not proved; and it rests upon probabilities too feeble to be
claimed with entire confidence. If any portion of noble blood,
derived from these sources, courses in our veins, it is
imperceptible, and is too small to remain uncontrolled by larger
portions derived from other sources.
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1856
October 6, Monday: Henry Thoreau added Monroe Street (now Thoreau Street) to the survey he had originally made
of Daniel Shattuck’s cottage houselot on Main Street on June 19, 1850. The schoolhouse was moved to Main
and River Streets when the school districts were given up.
In the Kansas Territory there was an election for the territorial legislature, in which the Free-Staters followed
the tactic of refusing to participate.
THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
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1857
January 10, Saturday: Henry Thoreau surveyed a plot of ground west of Lowell road on the Concord River, called
“Merrick’s Pasture,” for Daniel Shattuck. His survey shows the land of Nehemiah Ball, Moses Prichard, and
Simon Brown. When Concord was settled, this had been the Reverend Peter Bulkeley’s “Calf Pasture.” It was
probably named for the Tilly Merrick who married Sally Minot and lived on Main Street near the present
Sudbury Road. While Thoreau was making his measurements, his surveyor’s helper McManus advised him
that the land would be worth a hundred or two hundred dollars more, except for the rows of willows, because
it was necessary to plow at right angles with such a row: were one to attempt to plow alongside such a row
within five rods, the plow would be brought to a halt on account of the spreading surface tree-roots.

View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_surveys/87.htm

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 10th]
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May 19, Tuesday: William Francis Channing and Moses G. Farmer obtained patent #17,355 for Improvements in
Electro Magnetic Fire Alarm Telegraphs, a patent which they would soon sell to John N. Gamewell, whose
company and successive companies still bearing the Gamewell name have manufactured nearly all the familiar
“red boxes on the corner.” After the first system in Boston in 1852 would come Philadelphia in 1855, St. Louis
in 1858, New Orleans and Baltimore in 1860, and New-York in 1869. In the first boxes a notched code wheel
was turned by a hand crank on the front of the box. This crude arrangement would soon be superceded by a
spring-driven clockwork type mechanism that would drive the code wheel when actuated by yanking down a
lever.
Henry Thoreau surveyed a lot belonging to Daniel Shattuck near Peter Hutchinson’s field and Sleepy Hollow
Cemetery.
May 19. A. M.—Surveying D. Shattuck’s wood-lot beyond Peter’s.
See myriads of minute pollywogs, recently hatched, in the water of Moore’s Swamp on Bedford road. Digging
again to find a stake in woods, came across a nest or colony of wood ants, yellowish or sand-color, a third of an
inch long, with their white grubs, now squirming, still larger, and emitting that same pungent spicy odor,
perhaps too pungent to be compared with lemon-peel. This is the second time I have found them in this way this
spring (vide April 28th). Is not the pungent scent emitted by wasps quite similar?
I see the ferns all blackened on the hillside next the meadow, by the frost within a night or two.
That ant scent is not at all sickening, but tonic, and reminds me of a bitter flavor like that of peach-meats.
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1860
September 29, Saturday: Henry Thoreau surveyed, for Daniel Shattuck, on a portion of the estate which would
eventuate in the Colonial Inn on Concord Common near Monument Street. His sketch shows as neighbors
Joseph Reynolds, Aunt Maria Thoreau, John Shepard Keyes, and Mrs. Charles W. Goodnow.

View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
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recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/113.htm
Also, Thoreau was working on his natural history materials. He posted to editor Horace Greeley
his “SUCCESSION OF FOREST TREES” for publication in the New-York Weekly Tribune.

Concord Sep 29th 1860
Friend Greeley,
Knowing your interest in whatever relates to Agriculture, I send you
with this a short Address delivered by me before “The Middlesex Agricultural Society”, in this town, Sep. 20th; on The Succession of
Forest Trees. It is part of a chapter on the Dispersion of Seeds. If you
would like to print it, please accept it. If you do not wish to print it
entire, return it to me at once, for it is due to the Societys “Report”
a month or 6 weeks hence
Yrs truly
Henry D. Thoreau

September 29, Saturday: Another hard frost and a very cold day.
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In the hard frost of September 29th and 30th and October 1st the thermometer would go all the way down to
20° and all Ephraim Wales Bull’s Concord grapes, some fifty bushels of them, would be frozen.

Theodore Henry Hittell’s THE ADVENTURES OF JAMES CAPEN ADAMS,11 MOUNTAINEER AND GRIZZLY BEAR
HUNTER, OF CALIFORNIA (Boston: Crosby, Nichols, Lee and Company. 117 Washington Street. San Francisco:
Towne and Bacon). The book contained a dozen woodcuts by Charles Nahl.

JAMES CAPEN ADAMS

11. Hittell had completely bought into Grizzly Adams’s story that his real name was James Capen Adams rather than John Adams.
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November 13, Wednesday: In the morning Henry Thoreau surveyed a houselot on Monument Street belonging to
Daniel Shattuck12 and in the afternoon he walked out to Mount Misery and measured the rings in some hickory
stumps.

View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/114.htm
November 13. P.M.–To Mt. Misery.
A white birch (Belula alba) west edge of Trillium Wood, two feet seven inches [IN] circumference at three feet.
On the Moore and Hosmer lot, cut in ’52 (I think), west of railroad, south of Heywood’s meadow, an oak stump
fifteen and a half inches [IN] diameter, ninety-three rings; another, white oak, fourteen and a half inches [IN]
diameter, ninety-four rings. In the first case there were two stumps of same age, evidently sprouts from an older
stock, they curving around it, but I observed only a slight hollow where apparently the old stump had been. In
the second case there was but one stump, but that rather concave on one side where there was a deep hollow in
the earth. In both of these cases the tenacious mould, covered slightly with a fine greenish lichen, appeared
heaved up about where the old stump had been. It w as a good hundred years since that old stump was cut. The
inmost rings of the recent stumps were coarse, as with sprouts.
Near these apparently a black (?) oak, or maybe a chestnut (?), twenty inches [IN] diameter and seventy-four
rings, but the centre was within four inches of the westerly side.
A white oak standing by the fence west of Spanish Brook dam on Morse’s lot, circumference six feet and two
twelfths at three feet. Near by a hornbeam a foot and a half [IN] circumference at three feet.
J. Baker’s pitch pines south of upper wood-path north of his house abundantly confirm the rule of young white
pines under pitch pines. That fine young white pine wood west of this is partly of these which were left when
the pitch pines were cut.
Baker’s hill between-farm and Pleasant Meadow, oak (apparently a black), diameter twenty-six, seventy-one
rings. The stumps here were cut some five or six years ago and have fifty to sixty rings. Commonly no sprouts
from those of this age here.
On top of Mt. Misery, looked again at those old stumps (of the 8th). There are three or four quite plain, just
showing themselves above the surface, with rounded, flaky, decaying and crumbling edge, close to the recent
stump of the shoot or shoots which sprang from them and which w ere cut last winter. One of these recent
stumps, counted to-night, gives sixty years, but the first two or three are uncertain. Hence this old stump is as
old as the century.
There are several perfectly dry and exposed stumps on bare rocky shelves, or else lying on rocks on their sides,
quite well preserved and showing the marks of the axe, which I have but little doubt are of the same age,
preserved by being tipped out of the earth many years ago. [Vide account of pine stump, April 5, 1859.]
Am surprised at the very slow growth of some hickory (stumps) along the wall on the top of this hill,–so fine I
did not count quite accurately.
12. The survey shows William Monroe, Jr. was to the East, Nathan Barrett to the West, Emeline Barrett also to the West, and Jack
Garrison was in back. Someone has written on the obverse: “Now, Lorenzo Eaton and M. Murray”
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One was 10 inches in diameter with 104 rings
" " 61* "
"
about 115 "
" " 141 "
"
" 84 "
" " 11 3/4 "
"
121 "
* [Have this. Vide November 19th.]
I think that the oak stumps have lasted unusually long on this hill, on account of their having originally grown
slowly here and since been so much exposed to the light and air over and amid the rocks.

December 4, Tuesday: The Reverend John Stetson Barry and Louisa Young Barry’s daughter Caroline Louisa Barry
got married with Charles Willard Morton, son of Charles O. Morton and Persis Morton of Needham,
Massachusetts.
Henry Thoreau surveyed William Monroe, Jr.’s land on the east side of Concord’s Monument Street next to
Daniel Shattuck’s property and Richard Gourgas’s property.13 Laying down his surveying tools after this job,
he would not use them again.
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_surveys/93a.htm
Dec. 4. The first snow, four or five inches, this evening.
Talk about slavery! It is not the peculiar institution of the South. It exists wherever men are bought and sold,
wherever a man allows himself to be made a mere thing or a tool, and surrenders his inalienable rights of reason
and conscience. Indeed, this slavery is more complete than that which enslaves the body alone. It exists in the
Northern States, and I am reminded by what I find in the newspapers that it exists in Canada. I never yet met
with, or heard of, a judge who was not a slave of this kind, and so the finest and most unfailing weapon of
injustice. He fetches a slightly higher price than the black man only because he is a more valuable slave.
It appears that a colored man killed his would-be kidnapper in Missouri and fled to Canada. The bloodhounds
have tracked him to Toronto and now demand him of her judges. From all that I can learn, they are playing their
parts like judges. They are servile, while the poor fugitive in their jail is free in spirit at least.
This is what a Canadian writes to the New York Tribune: “Our judges may be compelled to render a judgment
adverse to the prisoner. Depend upon it, they will not do it unless compelled [his italics]. And then the poor
fellow will be taken back, and probably burned to death by the brutes of the South.”14 Compelled! By whom?
Does God compel them? or is it some other master whom they serve? Can’t they hold out a little longer against
the tremendous pressure? If they are fairly represented, I wouldn’t trust their courage to defend a setting hen of
mine against a weasel. Will this excuse avail them when the real day of judgment comes? They have not to fear
the slightest bodily harm: no one stands over them with a stick or a knife even [?]. They have at the worst only
to resign their places and not a mouse will squeak about it. And yet they are likely to assist in tying this victim
to the stake! Would that his example might teach them to break their own fetters! They appear not to know what
kind of justice that is which is to be done though the heavens fall. Better that the British Empire be destroyed
than that it should help to reenslave this man!
This correspondent suggests that the “good people” of New York may rescue him as he is being carried back.
There, then, is the only resort of justice,–not where the judges are, but where the mob is, where human hearts
are beating, and hands move in obedience to their impulses. Perhaps his fellow-fugitives in Toronto may not
feel compelled to surrender him. Justice, departing from the Canadian soil, leaves her last traces among these.
13. It would be this William Monroe, Jr. who would later give the funds to build and maintain the Concord Free Public Library.
14. This was from the issue of November 29, 1860 and appeared on page 6. It pertained to a fugitive slave in Toronto, known there
as John Anderson.
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What is called the religious world very generally deny virtue to all who have not received the Gospel.
They accept no god as genuine but the one that bears a Hebrew name. The Greenlander’s Pirksoma [?] (he that
is above), or any the like, is always the name of a false god to them.
C. says that Walden was first frozen over on the 16th December.

[THOREAU WOULD MAKE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL DECEMBER
5th TO DECEMBER 21st]
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1861
Concord experienced an invasion of the army worm (possibly Heliophila unipuncta).
What are the natural features which make a township
handsome? A river, with its waterfalls and meadows, a
lake, a hill, a cliff or individual rocks, a forest,
and ancient trees standing singly. Such things are
beautiful; they have a high use which dollars and cents
never represent. If the inhabitants of a town were
wise, they would seek to preserve these things, though
at considerable expense; for such things educate far
more than any hired teachers or preachers, or any at
present recognized system of school education. I do not
think him fit to be the founder of a state or even of
a town who does not foresee the use of these things,
but legislates chiefly for oxen, as it were.
If we have the largest boulder in the county, then it
should not belong to an individual, nor be made into
door-steps.
We cut down the few old oaks which witness the transfer
of the township from the Indians to the white man, and
commence our museums with a cartridge-box taken from a
British soldier in 1775.
— “Henry David Thoreau, The Journal (1861),” as quoted
on page 140 of William Least Heat-Moon’s PrairyErth (a
deep map) [Boston MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1991].

Daniel Shattuck was still living in the house that is now the west wing of the Colonial Inn, but with his
daughter Frances Shattuck Surette who was married to Louis A. Surette, Jr.; he would deed this property to her
along with the house which would become the inn’s east wing. (Thomas Surette, his grandson, would become
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known as a musician.)

Daniel Kirkwood has theorized, and now there seems to be little disagreement, that the periodic meteor
swarms which the earth encounters are being produced by fragments left behind by disintegrating comets,
distributed along their antique orbits. (However, his early recognition of the nature of this phenomenon would
not be generally shared until the year 1867.)
ASTRONOMY

Although we will focus in this Kouroo database on the great June comet II Tebbutt of this year, be it noted that
during this year 1861 there were actually two comets. The other comet, which is named Thatcher, is a periodic
one with a period of about 415 years. This lesser Thatcher comet of this year is possibly the parent of the Lyrid
meteor shower that comes into our skies each April, a shower that was first noticed in April of 687 BCE
and would again become very prominent in April of 1982.
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1867
August 12, Monday: Daniel Shattuck died in Concord, Massachusetts.
COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2017. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: December 9, 2017
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

