PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY,
AGED SHEPHERD
WITH A VIGOROUS CROOK

Mary Moody Emerson’s memory of the Reverend Ezra Ripley
was that he used to wake his servant boy by slapping
him, and that the explanation which he offered for this
sort of conduct was “the back was made to whip.”

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY
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A WEEK:
But since we sailed
Some things have failed,
And many a dream
Gone down the stream.
Here then an aged shepherd dwelt,
Who to his flock his substance dealt,
And ruled them with a vigorous crook,
By precept of the sacred Book;
But he the pierless bridge passed o’er,
And solitary left the shore.
Anon a youthful pastor came,
Whose crook was not unknown to fame,
His lambs he viewed with gentle glance,
Spread o’er the country’s wide expanse,
And fed with “Mosses from the Manse.”
Here was our Hawthorne in the dale,
And here the shepherd told his tale.
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1751
May 1, Wednesday (Old Style): Ezra Ripley was born in Woodstock, Connecticut, the fifth of 19 children, several of
whom became clergymen. He would work on his father’s farm in Barre, Massachusetts until he was 16, and
then begin a course of study which would prepare him for Harvard College.
The Rev. EZRA RIPLEY, D.D., was born in Woodstock, Connecticut,
May 1, 1751. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1776, and
has received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from the
same institution. He was invited early in the spring to Concord,
and was ordained November 7, 1778. During a long and useful
ministry few things have occurred to interrupt the uncommon
harmony which prevailed in the church and town at his
ordination. In one instance only has the advice of neighboring
ministers been called to settle difficulties, and this did not
relate to the pastor. In was in 1784, and terminated happily.
It is a remarkable fact, that, for 40 years of his ministry, not
a single individual paid a ministerial tax to any other society,
and that for 190 years, til 1825, excepting in Mr. Bliss’s day
as already noticed, the whole town were united in one society.
The 11th of November, 1828, was the 50th anniversary of his
ordination, and on that occasion he delivered his half-century
sermon, which was published. In this he informs us he had written
more than 2500 sermons. By perseverance in a constant and
systematic exercise of his corporeal and mental powers, his
great natural energy of character has been preserved, and his
life and usefulness lengthened, and he is now (June, 1833) able
to perform with remarkable ease the duties of the ministerial
office.1

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

1.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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1767
At the age of 16 Ezra Ripley, who had been growing up on his father’s farm in Barre, Massachusetts, began a
course of study to prepare himself for Harvard College. His tutor would be Eli Forbes — the parish minister
in Gloucester, Massachusetts to whose support the Universalists under John Murray would refuse to
contribute. (While at Harvard College, student Ripley would be referred to as “Holy Ripley.” His Harvard class
of 1776 was the one that was temporarily quartered in Concord during the British occupation of Boston.)

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.
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1775
Hannah Melvin, age about 28 or 29, was suspected, while in the Concord jail for some offense (this was the
wooden Concord jail of the time, not the stone Middlesex jail of a later era), of having engaged
in a promiscuous act of sexual congress. She was admonished before the congregation of the church
by the Reverend William Emerson, and informed that she would no longer be eligible to take Communion.
Hannah responded by denying all the charges against her, and making counteraccusations against the Reverend
Emerson and against Harvard student Ezra Ripley.[Note that in the story about student Ezra Ripley being

THE MELVINS OF CONCORD
accused by Hannah Melvin, there is no hint that her accusation was either personal or sexual. It may well have
been merely that one of her bed partners had informed her that student Ezra had been with the carousing
students who, recently, while on their way from the Concord tavern to their lodgings late one night, had had
some collegial fun by breaking windows with roadside pebbles. I have lost my source for this story about
student Ezra being accused by Hannah. Possible sources include:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Emerson, Amelia Forbes, ed. DIARIES AND LETTERS OF WILLIAM EMERSON (1743-1776),
MINISTER OF THE CHURCH IN CONCORD / CHAPLAIN IN THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY. (New
printing 1972)
“The Sojourn of Harvard College in Concord” by Percy W. Brown, Harvard Graduate Magazine
1919
Harvard College in Concord, Special Collections, Concord Free Public Library
THE MEETING HOUSE ON THE GREEN: A HISTORY OF THE FIRST PARISH IN CONCORD AND ITS
CHURCH by John Whittemore Teele 1985
CONCORD: CLIMATE FOR FREEDOM by Ruth R. Wheeler 1967
CONCORD: AMERICAN TOWN by Townsend Scudder 1947
HISTORY OF CONCORD, MASS. by Lemuel Shattuck 1835
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THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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1776
June 11, Tuesday: The 2d Continental Congress formed a committee to draft a Declaration of our independency upon
the British crown.

CONTINETAL CONGRESS
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
John Constable, who would become a landscape painter, was born.
With the army having evacuated and with Boston safely in the hands of revolutionary authorities, it was
possible for the board of governors of Harvard College to instruct “That the President, tomorrow after Prayers,
adjourn the College [from Concord] to Cambridge, there to meet & attend the usual exercises on Fryday [sic]
the 21st Instant.”

The departing class consisted of 43 seniors. The Harvard overseers paid individual homeowners for windows
that had been broken in the town by students, and in addition voted a sum of £10 to the town itself. Some of
“Concord’s” Class of ’76 would go on to distinction: one state governor, two state Chief Supreme Court
justices, Harvard’s 1st professor of chemistry and materia medica, Isaac Hurd who would become a medical
doctor; Jonathan Fay who would become an attorney at law — and in 1778 student Ezra Ripley would return
to be the minister of 1st Parish.

While at Harvard, student Ripley was being referred to as “Holy Ripley,” although he did not yet look much
like the divine pictured above. After working as a schoolteacher in Plymouth, Massachusetts for about a year,
he would study for the ministry with Jason Haven, the pastor in Dedham, Massachusetts, before returning to
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Concord’s 1st Parish Church as a Reverend — and marrying the Reverend William Emerson’s widow Phoebe.2

2. A Scotsman, Archibald Campbell, had sailed into Boston harbor just after the British evacuated Boston, and he and all his men
had been arrested. With the prisons in Boston already full, Campbell and one of his officers were held for a time in Concord.
He complained to General Washington about the condition there. Later he would be exchanged for a British prisoner, Ethan Allen.
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1778
May 11, Sunday: In Concord, the 1st Parish Church members chose Ezra Ripley as their new minister to replace the
deceased reverend, William Emerson.
June 1, Monday: People were trying to kill each other at Cobbleskill, New York.
The voters of the town of Concord concurred in the choice of its 1st Parish Church members, in electing the
Reverend Ezra Ripley as the new town minister, to fill the shoes of the deceased Reverend William Emerson.
On the 11th of May, 1778, Mr. Ezra Ripley was unanimously chosen
pastor on the part of the church, in which the town concurred
on the 1st of June following, 94 to 1. He was ordained, November
11, 1778. In the religious services on the occasion, the Rev.
Josiah Bridge of E. Sudbury made the first prayer; the Rev. Jason
Haven of Dedham preached from 2 Timothy ii. 2; the Rev. Josiah
Dana of Barre “prayed after sermon”; the Rev. Ebenezer Bridge
of Chelmsford “prayed before and gave the charge”; and the Rev.
Jonas Clark of Lexington gave the right hand of fellowship. The
council was composed of these gentlemen, and delegates from
their respective churches; and also the churches of the Rev. Eli
Forbes of Gloucester, the Rev. Peter Thatcher of Malden, the
Rev. Jonathan Newell of Stow, and the Rev. Moses Adams of Acton.
The town agreed to give Mr. Ripley £550 currency as a settlement,
and £100 as an annual salary, founded on the prices of articles
of produce, — rye at 4s. per bushel, corn at 3s.; beef at 2½d.
per pound, and pork at 4d.; the salary to rise and fall according
to the variation of the prices of these articles. He was also
to enjoy all the ministerial perquisites, and to be provided
with 30 cords of firewood. A salary thus established was found
to be attended with much uncertainty; and some years to fall
short of £100. This was the occasion of much embarrassment. The
town ascertained that the real value of the £550, when paid, was
but £40, and the first year’s salary £41; and in 1785, £200 were
specially granted to make up the deficiency. In 1793, £100 were
also granted. In 1812 the contract was very properly altered;
and instead of this uncertain income it was agreed to give him
$750 as his permanent salary, which, with his firewood,
estimated at $100, and the perquisites $15, gave him the annual
salary of $865. At the ordination of his colleague, in 1830, he
relinquished $250 of his salary and 10 cords of wood.3

3.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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November: Ezra Ripley, who had studied for the ministry after completing his undergraduate work at Harvard College,
was ordained and, due to the death of the Reverend William Emerson, was called to Concord.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

People of A Week: The Reverend Ezra Ripley

HDT

WHAT?

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
1780
November 16, Thursday: By private arrangement at Marischal College and University, Professor of Natural
Philosophy Robert Hamilton1 exchanged duties with Professor of Mathematics Patrick Copland (who would
die on November 10, 1822). It would not, however, be until July 9, 1817 that he would be formally appointed
to the chair of Professor of Mathematics in Aberdeen.
TWO OR THREE ROBERT HAMILTONS
In Concord, when the Reverend Ezra Ripley sought to marry the widow of his predecessor in charge of the
spiritual health of the citizenry (Phebe Walker Bliss Emerson), town tradition has it that there was some
principled opposition to this from church members of the town, on the ground that the bride was so much older
than the groom. He was about 29, she 39 and already the mother of 5 children, the eldest of whom was the
prepubescent boy William Emerson who had at this point just begun the study of the Greek language and
would become the father of Ralph Waldo Emerson – she would bear for this new young husband three more
children.
PHEBE BLISS EMERSON RIPLEY
Thus it was that the Reverend Ripley, who would baptize David Henry Thoreau, would also be the Reverend
Waldo Emerson’s step-grandfather.

There is no surviving explanation for why, when Madam Phoebe Bliss Emerson remarried,
she neglected to retrieve her little girl Mary Moody Emerson from relatives in Malden, Massachusetts.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.
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1783
The Reverend Ezra Ripley conducted another ceremony before the Concord congregation, of warning of 36year-old Hannah Melvin away from the path of iniquity.

THE MELVINS OF CONCORD

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

March 11, Tuesday: Samuel Ripley was born in Concord, elder brother of Daniel Bliss Ripley, son of the Reverend
Ezra Ripley, D.D.
George Washington forbade meetings at Newburgh of the discontented officers who had not received their
back pay.
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1784
August 1, Sunday: Daniel Bliss Ripley was born in Concord, younger brother of Samuel Ripley, son of the Reverend
Ezra Ripley, D.D.
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1786
February 23: In Concord, the organization of a Library Company:
A Library Company was formed February 23, 1786. Whether there
had previously been a library in town, and if any, how long it
continued, and its number of volumes, is not known. A
“Charitable Library Society” was formed May 25, 1795, depending
chiefly on the voluntary donations of its members for support.
Jonathan Fay, Esq., Jonas Minott, Esq., and the Rev. Ezra Ripley
were successively presidents of this society. Its members united
with others and composed the “Proprietors of the Concord Social
Library,” and were incorporated in 1824. The presiding officers
since have been the Rev. Ezra Ripley, the Hon. Samuel Hoar, the
Hon. John Keyes, and the Hon. Abiel Heywood. The library,
divided into 50 shares, contains about 900 volumes [1835] and
constantly increases by the addition of new publications.4
According to Dr. Edward Jarvis’s TRADITIONS AND REMINISCENCES OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 17791878, page 129:
The old Library was begun in 1786 and lived in various forms and
organizations to the present time with its magnificent
collections and its fitting home.
August 23, Wednesday: The rebellion that would come to be known as “Shays’ Rebellion” was already in the air.
Captain John Nutting of Pepperell had called for a conference to assemble at Concord, Massachusetts on this
day, of delegates from various Middlesex towns, “to consult on matters of public grievance under which the
people labor.” The representatives of Concord, Isaac Hubbard, David Brown, Jonas Lee, Joseph Chandler, and
Samuel Bartlett, attended under instruction by their town “to oppose every unconstitutional measure that may
be proposed by said convention, strictly to adhere to the rules prescribed by the constitution of this
commonwealth; in particular, to oppose any instructions in favor of paper money being emitted; and that they
endeavour to take every measure to encourage industry, frugality, and good economy through the country.”
The delegates from Bedford were John Merriam and Timothy Jones. The delegates from Acton were Simon
Tuttle and Thomas Noyes. The delegates from Lincoln were Samuel Farrar and Samuel Hoar. The delegates
from Carlisle were Thomas Hutchins and Asa Parlin. The assembly approved ten articles of grievance and an
address to the public.
Concord, from its central situation and importance in the
county, was also the theatre of many interesting events during
the insurrection of 1786, known as “Shays’ Insurrection.” In
common with other towns, it felt, with great severity, the
pressure of the times immediately succeeding the revolutionary
war. The large drafts on the town for men and money to carry on
that war, the scarcity of money and the depreciation in value
of that received for public service, the decay of business, the
4.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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increase of public and private debts, and the numerous law-suits
arising therefrom, the introduction of profligate manners and
the want of confidence in government, with other existing evils,
were grievances (as they were then generally called), which
produced great public and private embarrassment. There were a
few persons in this, and many in other towns in the county, who
were inclined to join in such an appeal to arms as would, in
their opinion, compel the government to grant relief. A great
majority of the inhabitants of Concord lamented the existing
evils, but their proceedings were constitutional, conciliatory
and highly commendable. Interesting and able instructions, given
to the representatives in 1782, 1784 and 1786, express the
sentiments of the town on the subjects which then agitated the
community, and are found in the town records.
A convention of delegates from a majority of the towns in the
county of Middlesex was held in Concord, August 23, 1786, “to
consult on matters of public grievance under which the people
labor.” This convention was called by Captain John Nutting, of
Pepperell, chairman of a convention of committees from Groton,
Pepperell, Shirley, Townsend and Ashby, which had met at Groton
the 29th of the previous June. Concord was represented in the
convention by Messrs. Isaac Hubbard, David Brown, Jonas Lee,
Joseph Chandler, and Samuel Bartlett; and, to guard them against
any rash proceedings, the town instructed them, “to oppose every
unconstitutional measure that may be proposed by said
convention, strictly to adhere to the rules prescribed by the
constitution of this commonwealth; in particular, to oppose any
instructions in favor of paper money being emitted; and that
they endeavour to take every measure to encourage industry,
frugality, and good economy through the country.” John Merriam
and Timothy Jones were delegates from Bedford; Simon Tuttle and
Thomas Noyes from Acton; Samuel Farrar and Samuel Hoar from
Lincoln; and Thomas Hutchins and Asa Parlin from Carlisle. After
the objects of the meeting had been considered, ten articles of
grievance voted and an address to the public adopted and ordered
to be published, the convention adjourned to meet again on the
first Tuesday in October. There were several in this convention
who took an active part in the subsequent opposition to
government.
These proceedings did not meet the entire approbation of the
people of Concord. They were aware that some of these sentiments
were highly improper, and, if carried into effect, would lead
to open rebellion. On the 22d of August, conventions had been
held in the counties of Hampshire and Berkshire whose
proceedings were similar to those in Middlesex; and about 1,500
men had actually assembled under arms at Northampton, and
prevented the sitting of the court there. The Court of Common
Pleas, which was to sit in Concord on the 12th of September
following, had been mentioned by the Middlesex convention as one
of the public grievances. And though there was good ground to
believe the people of this county were more averse to rebellion
than some others, yet disturbance was anticipated.
September 8th, the Governor ordered that the artillery companies
of Roxbury and Dorchester be called upon to march to Concord,
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“to support the court on Tuesday next, to be under the command
of General Brooks.” Such other companies as the exigencies might
require were to be ordered from the county of Suffolk.
At this critical period, a special town meeting was called on
Saturday the 9th, when the riotous measures, which had taken
place in other counties to suppress courts of justice, were
“seriously and deliberately” discussed. The town voted that they
were “alarming” and “declared their utter abhorrence of such
riotous conduct.” A committee, consisting of the Hon. Joseph
Hosmer, Rev. Ezra Ripley, Mr. Samuel Bartlett, Jonas Heywood,
Esq., and Capt. David Brown, was chosen to prepare a circular
letter to other towns in the county, “inviting their cooperation
in acting as mediators between the government and the
opposition, and in using their utmost endeavors to calm the
people’s minds,” should they meet the next week to prevent the
session of the court. After an adjournment of half an hour, the
committee reported the following address, which was several
times read and unanimously adopted.
“To the Town of ________________
“GENTLEMEN, “Alarmed at the threatening aspect of our
public affairs, this town has this day held a meeting
and declared unanimously, their utter disapprobation of
the disorderly proceedings of a number of persons in the
counties of Hampshire and Worcester, in preventing the
sitting of the courts there. And apprehending the like
may be attempted in this county, and probably attended
with very dangerous consequences, we have thought it
advisable to endeavour in conjunction with as many of
the neighbouring towns, as we can give seasonable
information to, by lenient measures, to dissuade from
such rash conduct as may involve the state in anarchy
and confusion, and the deprecated horrors of civil war.
We conceive the present uneasiness of the people to be
not altogether groundless; and although many designing
men, enemies to the present government, may wish and
actually are fomenting uneasiness among the people, yet
we are fully persuaded, that the views of by far the
greater part are to obtain redress of what they conceive
to be real grievances. And since the method they have
taken cannot fail of meeting the hearty disapprobation
of every friend of peace and good order, we cannot but
hope from what we know of the strenuous exertions which
have been made by the towns around us, and in which
those disorders above mentioned now exist, to purchase
at the expense of blood our independence, and the great
unanimity with which they have established our present
government; and from what we know of the real grounds
of their complaints; were lenient measures used, and a
number of towns united to endeavour, by every rational
argument, to dissuade those who may seem refractory from
measures which tend immediately to destroy the fair
fabric of our government, and to join in legal and
constitutional measures to obtain redress of what may
be found to be real grievances; they would be attended
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with happy effects. We have therefore chosen a committee
to act in concert with the neighbouring towns, for the
purpose of mediating between opposing parties, should
they meet. And we cannot but hope, our united endeavours
to support the dignity of government and prevent the
effusion of blood, will meet with general approbation,
and be attended with happy consequences.
“If the above should meet with your approbation, we
request you to choose some persons to meet a committee
in this town, chosen for that purpose, at the house of
Captain Oliver Brown Innholder in Concord, on Monday
evening or Tuesday morning next, that we may confer
together and adopt measures which may be thought best
calculated for the attainment of the ends above
proposed. We are, gentlemen, with great esteem and
friendship, your humble servants.
JOSEPH HOSMER, Chairman,
in behalf of the Town’s Committee.
“Concord, September 9, 1786.”
Copies of this address were immediately sent to the several
towns in the county, and, notwithstanding the short notice,
twenty-four were represented in the convention. Captain Duncan
Ingraham of Concord, was chosen to present the address to the
Governor for his approbation. This was done the next day
(Sunday) when, on account of the critical state of public
affairs, a special session of the council was convened in
Boston. The proceedings of Concord were highly approved, and the
address was copied by order of the Executive, and sent to Bristol
county, with an urgent request that similar measures might be
adopted there. In consequence of these timely proceedings, the
orders to General Brooks for calling out the militia were
countermanded; and much good was anticipated from the proposed
mediation.
The following letter to the Hon. Joseph Hosmer from the
Secretary of State, in relation to the proceedings of Concord
is deemed worthy of preservation.
“Boston, September 10, 1786.
“DEAR SIR, — The address of the town of Concord, to the
several towns in the county of Middlesex, does the town
great honor; and I cannot but think, that the measures
you have adopted will have a happy tendency to
conciliate the minds of the people and be productive of
great good. Your address came in a critical moment,
which his Excellency communicated to the judges of the
Supreme Judicial Court, and several gentlemen of the
Senate and of the House of Representatives who were
assembled, by the desire of the Governor, to consult on
measures necessary to be adopted at this very alarming
crisis of our affairs, who expressed their approbation,
in the warmest terms, respecting the proceedings of your
town. And be assured that the measures that were taken
in the consequence thereof gave me the highest
satisfaction; and as a convincing proof, I have set
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myself down this evening to express it to my good
friend, Major Hosmer, whose goodness of heart I have
long been acquainted with through very perilous times.”
[Here follows a copy of the counter order to General Brooks above
noticed.]
“It is the greatest grief to me to see people, who might
be the happiest in the world, adopt measures to sap the
very foundation of our excellent constitution. I am
sensible that we are under great embarrassments and
there are grievances, but in my humble opinion they are
most of them really imaginary. If a little more industry
and economy were practised by the community at large,
they would be very happy; but there are some idle people
going from county to county, inflaming the minds of
many, filling their heads with stories of the most
improbable nature, sowing sedition, and making every
attempt to overthrow our excellent constitution. The
stopping of the Courts of Common Pleas, in several
counties, is but a small part of their infernal plan,
which many worthy good people, who join these persons,
are little aware of, but sooner or later they will be
acquainted with it.
“I have not time to add further, except wishing that the
gentlemen who shall meet at Concord on Tuesday, next,
upon the subject matter of your address, may have divine
direction in their deliberations.
“I am, Sir, with respect, your friend and humble
servant.
JOHN AVERY.
“Hon. JOSEPH HOSMER, Esq.”
Notwithstanding these precautionary measures, about 100 men
under arms from Groton and its neighborhood, commanded by
Captains Job Shattuck of Groton, and Nathan Smith and Sylvanus
Smith of Shirley, assembled at Concord about 5 o’clock on Monday
afternoon, September 12 [actually Monday was September 11th].
They lodged that night in the court-house, barns and such
temporary shelter as they could obtain, and on Tuesday took
possession of the ground in front of the court-house, marked out
their lines, and formed in columns around it, to prevent any but
their own party from entering. About 2 o’clock, P.M., one of the
party, acting as a sergeant, with two drums and fifes, went some
distance, and in about half an hour returned at the head of about
90 men, armed and on horseback, from the counties of Hampshire
and Worcester, left by one Wheeler of Hubbardstown and Converse
of Hardwick, and joined the other party, which had increased to
about 200.
The convention, invited by Concord, convened at the meetinghouse on Tuesday morning, and was organized by choosing Isaac
Stearns of Billerica, chairman, and Samuel Bartlett of Concord,
secretary. It was opened with prayer by the Rev. Ezra Ripley.
A committee was appointed to confer with the people under arms,
to know the purpose of their assembling; and another to wait on
the justices of the courts to inform them of the objects of the
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convention and of the insurgents. In this manner, communication
was opened between the different parties. The committee to
confer with the armed men were unsuccessful in convincing them
of the impropriety of their conduct. About one o’clock they
received the following note.
“To the Honorable Justices of the Court of General
Sessions of the Peace and Court of Common Pleas for the
county of Middlesex, &c.
“The voice of the people of this county is, that the
Court of General Sessions of the Peace and Court of
Common Pleas shall not enter this court-house until such
time as the people shall have a redress of a number of
grievances they labor under at present, which will be
set forth in a petition, or remonstrance, to the next
General Court.
JOB SHATTUCK.
“Concord, September 12, 1786.”
After the reception of this paper the committee used further
arguments to dissuade from violence, and to contented with the
opening and adjournment of the courts, which finally produced
the following endorsement:
“Half past 3 o’clock.
“Since writing the within, it is agreed that the Court
of Sessions may open and adjourn to the last Tuesday of
November next, without going into the court-house.
JOB SHATTUCK.”
The committee laid these communications before the justices of
the courts, and stated the particulars of their conference with
the insurgents; and it was recommended that they should suspend
their session. While this subject was under consideration, the
insurgents became impatient. Smith [would that be Captain Nathan
Smith or Captain Sylvanus Smith?] beat round for volunteers and
addressed the people, declaring that “any person who did not
follow his drum and join his standard, should be drove out of
town at the point of the bayonet, let them be court, town
committee or what else.” “I am going,” he said, “to give the
court four hours to agree to our terms, and if they do not, I
and my party will compel them to it. I will lay down my life to
suppress the government from all tyrannical oppression, and you,
who are willing to join us in this here affair, may fall into
our ranks.” Few, however, joined his standard. His language was
offensive even to his own party.
Two companies, one on horseback and another on foot, marched to
Jones’s tavern where the court was assembled, and halted and
faced about towards the house in a menacing manner. They were
informed that neither court would be open; and the party marched
off to the main body. The court soon after left town; and the
convention separated, after choosing a committee to lay their
proceedings before the Governor, and adopting the following
expression of their sentiments.
“This body cannot forbear to express their disagreeable
and painful sensations, that their endeavors to
dissuade from rash and unlawful measures have proved so
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ineffectual. They declare their utter abhorrence of the
measures adopted by the body in arms, and are fully
sensible of the high criminality of such opposition to
established
authority,
which,
if
not
speedily
prevented, must unavoidably involve the commonwealth in
calamities innumerable and inexpressible.”
The insurgents increased during the day to about 300, nearly 200
of whom were armed with guns and the remainder with swords,
clubs, etc. They generally looked wretchedly. “Almost all the
muskets,” says a contemporary writer, “were rendered useless by
the rain, and the men by New England rum, so that probably, if
occasion required, not above 30 or 40 men would have been
procured capable of opposing any governmental measures.”
They dispersed late on Tuesday night; and it was several weeks
from that time before any new exertions were made in Concord in
opposition to government. The discontented turned their
attention to other counties. These events, however, produced
great excitement among the people. All classes arranged
themselves with, or in opposition of the government. Even the
boys in the streets were seen with their hats labelled with
“government,” or “opposition.” It was indeed a day of great
anxiety.
The county convention, which met here, as already noticed, on
the 23d of August, met again by adjournment of the 3d of October.
Eighteen towns were represented. The following petition to the
General Court was drawn up and signed by Samuel Reed, chairman,
praying relief for seventeen specified articles of grievance.
The first ten were the same as voted at the first meeting of the
convention on the 23d of August. It specifies,
“That
your
petitioners,
being
chosen
by
their
respective towns for the purpose of collecting the
sentiments of those towns which they represent
respecting their present grievances, and to seek relief
in a peaceable, orderly, and constitutional way;
viewing, with the greatest abhorrence and detestation,
the
late
riotous
proceedings
of
a
rash
and
inconsiderable body of people, in opposing the sitting
of the courts of justice, notwithstanding their leaders
did falsely pretend to signify the ‘voice of the people’
in this county in so doing; and, having collected the
sentiments of the several towns, which we here
represent, do point out the following particulars as
grievances, and pray the honorable court for redress,
viz.
“1st. The sitting of the General Court in the town of
Boston, which, for the reasons we we trust obvious to
the honorable Court, is by no means adapted to expedite
public business.5
“2d. That the Court of Common Pleas is so burthensome
by reason of the extraordinary expense arising
therefrom, without any considerable advantage to the
5. The people wished the General Court should sit in the country; and Concord was, for several years about this time, talked of as
the place of meeting.
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people.
“3d. That lawyers are permitted to exact such exorbitant
fees, to the great injury of many in the community.
“4th. That the salaries of several public officers are
greater than the abilities of the people will admit of.
“5th. The want of a circulating medium has so stagnated
business that, unless speedily remedied, it will
involve the greater part of the community in a state of
bankruptcy.
“6th. The taking of men’s bodies, and confining them in
jail for debt, when they have property sufficient to
answer the demands of their creditors.
“7th. That the accounts of the United States are not
settled, by which means we apprehend ourselves
disproportionably burthened.
“8th. That greater duties, or imposts, are not laid on
superfluities, imported from foreign nations.
“9th. The manner of electing jurors, as to their
qualifications and pay. Serving as jurors has been
esteemed as a burthen on the subject, which has been the
means of filling our boxes with many men entirely
unqualified for that business.
“10th. That such heavy taxes are laid on lands, and no
encouragements given to agriculture and our own
manufactures.
“11th. That our unappropriated lands are not disposed
of towards the discharge of our domestic debt.
“12th. That the moneys arising from the imposts and
excise are not appropriated towards the discharge of our
foreign debt.
“13th. That the registering of deeds, under the present
establishment, is far more expensive than is necessary,
as the same might be done in the several towns.
“14th. That the duties on writs and executions should
be exacted of the debtors.
“15th. The present fee table as it now stands, being
higher, in some instances, than is necessary.
“16th. The present method of collecting excise, as the
same might be collected in the several towns at much
less expense to government.
“17th. That the thirtieth article in the bill of rights
in the Constitution is not more strictly attended to in admitting persons to hold seat in our legislature to
enact laws, and at the same time to hold and exercise
the judicial powers of government, as thereby our
government becomes a government of men and not of laws.
“Your petitioners humbly beg your honors’ attention to
these, our grievances, and pray for a speedy redress
and, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By order of the committee,
SAMUEL REED, Chairman.”
The proceedings of this convention were taken into consideration
by the town of Concord at a meeting held October 9th, when, after
long deliberation, it was voted not to approve of them. A
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committee was chosen to draw up instructions to their
representative, who reported at great length and with great
ability, the reasons which governed them.
On the 31st of October the Supreme Court met at Cambridge, and
it was anticipated that efforts would be made to oppose its
proceedings; and about 3,000 of the militia marched thither for
its protection. They were shortly dismissed. The chief justice,
in his charge to the grand jury, spoke of the riotous proceedings
of the insurgents in strong terms of disapprobation.
On the 28th of November the Court of Common Pleas was to sit in
Cambridge; and though the leading insurgent of the 12th of
September had been persuaded not to take any measure in
opposition to government, his agreement was overruled in secret
council with the leaders in Worcester county. On the 27th a
party, headed by Oliver Parker marched to Concord, intending to
proceed to Cambridge. Job Shattuck came in a secret manner; and
after his arrival, went under cover of night, “to Weston to get
intelligence of the Worcester forces; but though they had begun
their march, they did not appear; and from want of cooperation
the whole plan fell through. The insurgents at Concord, growing
disheartened, scattered before any force could reach them.”
Warrants were issued for apprehending the leading insurgents in
Middlesex, and were committed to the sheriff. A military force
volunteered to assist him, leaving Boston the 29th of November,
and proceeding immediately to Concord. The militia of Concord
stood ready to afford any assistance. A party of horse was
despatched to secure the subjects of the warrants, and returned
at night with Page and Parker prisoners. Not having succeeded
in apprehending [Job] Shattuck - the principal leader, they
proceeded to his house in Groton, and on their arrival found he
had taken the alarm and fled to the woods. A search was made and
after considerable exertion he was taken about 10 o’clock, a.m.,
November 30th. He received several wounds from his pursuers
during his arrest, some of which were very dangerous, — a
treatment which was generally censured. He was taken to Boston
the next day and confined to prison where he received medical
aid but he never entirely recovered the use of his limbs. In the
following May he was tried at Concord, and condemned to be
hanged. But the government treated him with leniency, as they
did all those who unfortunately acted, as he did from mistaken
views, and gave him a full pardon September 20, 1787.6 Ephraim
Wood, Esq. obtained this pardon from the government.
After the apprehension of the opposing leaders in Middlesex, the
insurrection was confined to other counties. Detachments of
soldiers were made in January to suppress it. One from Concord
marched to Worcester, Springfield, Hadley, Amherst, Petersham,
back to Amherst, Hadley, Northampton, Westhampton, Pittsfield,
Farmington, Loudon, Sandersfield, Southwick, West-Springfield,
back to Worcester and home. The officers of this company were
6. Captain Job Shattuck died in Groton, January 13, 1819, aged 84 years. He had been a brave and successful officer in the French
and Revolutionary Wars, and often affirmed that he looked on no act of his life with more satisfaction, than that to which I have
adverted; though he is said to have felt grateful for the pardon at the time, and remarked, he “would always be a good subject
afterward.” Whatever the object of those acts might originally have been, the ultimate results were undoubtedly good. The people
were thereby taught the necessity of a general union of the states, and of the speedy adoption of the federal constitution. They were
induced to take such measures as gave the people confidence in the government and promoted the general posterity.
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Roger Brown, Captain; Amos Barrett, Lieutenant; and Jonas Heald
of Acton, Ensign, and were attached to the regiment commanded
by Colonel Henry Woods, of Pepperell, and Lieutenant Colonel
William Monroe, of Lexington. They left Concord, January 19th,
and returned February 26th. On the 27th of January, the town
voted “to provide the families of those soldiers that were gone
with the necessaries of life, while absent, if asked for.” A
bounty was paid by subscription. All the militia marched as far
as Marlborough; but, before they had been long absent, they were
ordered back again. The people of this town took no further part
in the insurrection.7
From the following instructions, given to the representative in
May, 1787, it will be perceived that the town had not forgotten
the critical state of the times. As it was the last time the
town instructed its representative, it is thought proper to
present them entire.
“To Mr. ISAAC HUBBARD,
“SIR, — The critical period in which you are appointed
to represent this town in the General Court, points out
to us the importance of a strict adherence to the
principles of our constitution, while we express our
sentiments on those measures we suppose necessary to be
adopted. With real sorrow we have seen, in the course
of the year past, an attempt made by wicked and
unreasonable men to destroy that constitution we have
so lately established and to interrupt the execution of
those laws, without which our lives, property and every
thing dear and sacred would be insecure. We should be
wanting in gratitude should we neglect, on this occasion
to express our hearty approbation of the wise and
spirited measures, adopted by the legislature for
preventing the calamities which of late threatened this
commonwealth, and for supporting the dignity and
authority of our government, and for the effects which
have happily followed those measures. We conceive it to
be highly expedient, that a similar line of conduct
should still be preserved in order to perfect peace and
tranquillity among us.
“The happy privilege enjoyed by us of choosing annually
our rulers, men from among ourselves, who must share
equally with their brethren the weight and burthen which
may be necessarily laid and who are responsible to their
constituents for the faithful discharge of their duty,
must greatly aggravate the folly and madness of those,
who, under pretence of procuring a redress of
grievances, have drawn the sword against their own
government and laws; especially as our representatives,
if they are men of ability and integrity, may remove
every real grievance complained of. Many causes concur
to
render
our
present
situation
critical
and
distressing. The debts contracted in the late war,
public and private, the decay of public faith and
7. General Daniel Shays, the leader in the insurrection, died at Sparta, New York, September 29, 1825 aged 84. Notwithstanding his
conduct in this affair, he was pardoned, and was afterwards a pensioner on government. (He was born in Hopkinton, Mass. 1747)
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credit; the want of public and private virtue; the
shameful neglect of economy, frugality and industry; an
unbounded fondness for foreign luxuries, fashions, and
manners, with a restless, impatient, and unreasonable
jealousy of our rulers, are the causes of our present
unhappiness; to remove which we conceive no effectual
remedy can be applied, unless as a people we tread back
the steps that have led us to our present unhappy
situation.
“The want of confidence in public promises requires,
that every exertion should be made, when promises are
made by public bodies, that they should be held sacred
and inviolable. To restore public and private virtue,
those in higher stations (whose manners are readily
copied by the lower classes of men), should set the
example; and all orders endeavor to revive and practise
that honesty and simplicity of manners, that have
hitherto been the characteristic of the inhabitants of
this state.
“There is certainly need of economy and prudence in the
expense of government, as far as it consists with the
preservation of the same; that every encouragement be
given to our own manufactures and that such further
duties be laid on foreign luxuries as shall tend to stop
their importation. And that our government may be
preserved and respected, it is necessary that the laws
should be punctually executed. To provide some way for
raising some supplies for the public expenses which
shall be less burdensome on the landed interest, is an
object we particularly recommend to you. And we
especially instruct you to oppose the emission of paper
money. When any matter of importance is to be
transacted,
respecting
which
the
mind
of
your
constituents is not known, you will have recourse to
them for direction. And at the close of the session, or
at the end of the year, in order that your constituents
may have the fullest information of the doings of the
legislature, as well as the reasons therefor, that you
be ready to satisfy them. And in every respect, that you
make the constitution of this commonwealth your rule,
and the happiness and prosperity of this and the United
States the end, in all measures adopted. By order of the
committee,
“Concord, May 28, 1787
EPHRAIM WOOD, Chairman.”
These instruction were drawn up by a committee, consisting of
Messrs. Ephraim Wood, James Barrett, Samuel Bartlett, Jonas Lee,
and Asa Brooks, and were attributed to the pen of Mr. Bartlett.8

HDT

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

WHAT?

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
September 9, Saturday: The town of Concord, well aware that the Governor of Massachusetts had ordered artillery
companies to march upon their town to put down any insurrection, held a special town meeting in which they
“seriously and deliberately” discussed their present situation. The townspeople voted that all this “riotous
conduct” was “alarming.” Please don’t shoot us, our name isn’t Daniel Shays. Joseph Hosmer, the Reverend
Ezra Ripley, Samuel Bartlett, Jonas Heywood, and Captain David Brown were asked to prepare in short order
a circular letter to the other Middlesex towns, “inviting their cooperation” if there should be an attempt to
prevent the sitting of the Court of Common Pleas, “in acting as mediators between the government and the
opposition, and in using their utmost endeavors to calm the people’s minds.” Here is that circular letter:
“To the Town of ________________
“GENTLEMEN, “Alarmed at the threatening aspect of our
public affairs, this town has this day held a meeting
and declared unanimously, their utter disapprobation of
the disorderly proceedings of a number of persons in the
counties of Hampshire and Worcester, in preventing the
sitting of the courts there. And apprehending the like
may be attempted in this county, and probably attended
with very dangerous consequences, we have thought it
advisable to endeavour in conjunction with as many of
the neighbouring towns, as we can give seasonable
information to, by lenient measures, to dissuade from
such rash conduct as may involve the state in anarchy
and confusion, and the deprecated horrors of civil war.
We conceive the present uneasiness of the people to be
not altogether groundless; and although many designing
men, enemies to the present government, may wish and
actually are fomenting uneasiness among the people, yet
we are fully persuaded, that the views of by far the
greater part are to obtain redress of what they conceive
to be real grievances. And since the method they have
taken cannot fail of meeting the hearty disapprobation
of every friend of peace and good order, we cannot but
hope from what we know of the strenuous exertions which
have been made by the towns around us, and in which
those disorders above mentioned now exist, to purchase
at the expense of blood our independence, and the great
unanimity with which they have established our present
government; and from what we know of the real grounds
of their complaints; were lenient measures used, and a
number of towns united to endeavour, by every rational
argument, to dissuade those who may seem refractory from
measures which tend immediately to destroy the fair
8.

Samuel Bartlett, Esq., was the son of Roger Bartlett and Anna Hurd and born in Boston, November 17, 1752. He was bred a
goldsmith, and soon after commencing business removed to Concord in 1775, and was married the next year. While resident
here he was an influential and useful man. In 1795 he was chosen register of deeds, and removed to Cambridge, where he died,
September 29, 1821, age 69; having held that office until his death. Of his three sons, all born in Concord, Samuel [Bartlett,
Jr.] was bred a mechanic; John [Bartlett] born May 23, 1784, graduated at Harvard College, in 1805 and is now [1835] minister
at Marblehead; and Benjamin Dixon [Bartlett], born September 12, 1789, graduated at Harvard College in 1810, and is now
[1835] settled as a physician in Maine.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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fabric of our government, and to join in legal and
constitutional measures to obtain redress of what may
be found to be real grievances; they would be attended
with happy effects. We have therefore chosen a committee
to act in concert with the neighbouring towns, for the
purpose of mediating between opposing parties, should
they meet. And we cannot but hope, our united endeavours
to support the dignity of government and prevent the
effusion of blood, will meet with general approbation,
and be attended with happy consequences.
“If the above should meet with your approbation, we
request you to choose some persons to meet a committee
in this town, chosen for that purpose, at the house of
Captain Oliver Brown Innholder in Concord, on Monday
evening or Tuesday morning next, that we may confer
together and adopt measures which may be thought best
calculated for the attainment of the ends above
proposed. We are, gentlemen, with great esteem and
friendship, your humble servants.
JOSEPH HOSMER, Chairman,
in behalf of the Town’s Committee.
“Concord, September 9, 1786.”9
September 12, Tuesday: This morning the residents of Concord, Massachusetts were preparing themselves for push
and shove. It was the Shays’ Rebellion. Overnight, Captain Job Shattuck of Groton and Captains Nathan
Smith and Sylvanus Smith of Shirley had brought a hundred armed men into the town, and had taken
possession of the courthouse. They were presuming that they were going to be able to intimidate the Court of

Common Pleas and prevent it from going into session on this day. These armed men marked out lines of
engagement in front of the county courthouse and formed in columns around it, so that none but persons of
their own persuasion might enter. The convention invited by Concord had, however, convened that morning
at the town’s meetinghouse. The meeting at the town’s meetinghouse had opened with a prayer by the
Reverend Ezra Ripley and had then chosen Isaac Stearns of Billerica as chairman and Samuel Bartlett of
Concord as secretary. They designated two committees, one to communicate with the insurrectionists and the
other with the justices of the courts. About 1PM a note was received from the commander of the armed men:

9.

“To the Honorable Justices of the Court of General
Sessions of the Peace and Court of Common Pleas for the
county of Middlesex, &c.
Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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“The voice of the people of this county is, that the
Court of General Sessions of the Peace and Court of
Common Pleas shall not enter this court-house until such
time as the people shall have a redress of a number of
grievances they labor under at present, which will be
set forth in a petition, or remonstrance, to the next
General Court.
JOB SHATTUCK.
“Concord, September 12, 1786.”
About 2:30PM further reinforcements arrived in the form of a column of 90 armed horsemen from Hampshire
and Worcester counties, preceded with due pomp and ceremony by a sergeant and two drummers and fifes and
commanded by Wheeler of Hubbardstown and Converse of Hardwick. The insurrectionists came to number
about 200. After further negotiations, at 3:30PM a concession was arranged:
“Half past 3 o’clock.
“Since writing the within, it is agreed that the Court
of Sessions may open and adjourn to the last Tuesday of
November next, without going into the court-house.
JOB SHATTUCK.”
As the day wore on, tempers frazzled and impassioned speeches were made, including threats. Then a
company of horsemen and one of footmen marched to Jones’s tavern, within which the members of the court
were waiting, and faced toward the building in an attempt at intimidation. When the court members assured
them that there would be no official proceedings of the court that day, they marched back to the main body,
which was coming to number about 300, most of whom were armed with firearms but a considerable number
of whom had only swords or clubs. It was noted by observers that had the matter come to an armed
confrontation, so many of the firearms would have proved useless due to the rain, and so many of the men
would have proved to be useless because inebriated, that the effective fighting insurrectionists would probably
have numbered but thirty or forty. When the members of the court had left town, and the armed men had
dwindled away, the townspeople at the town meetinghouse chose a committee to take an account of the day’s
events to the Governor, agreeing upon the following statement of their regrets:
“This body cannot forbear to express their disagreeable
and painful sensations, that their endeavors to
dissuade from rash and unlawful measures have proved so
ineffectual. They declare their utter abhorrence of the
measures adopted by the body in arms, and are fully
sensible of the high criminality of such opposition to
established
authority,
which,
if
not
speedily
prevented, must unavoidably involve the commonwealth in
calamities innumerable and inexpressible.”

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1788
August 12, Tuesday: In Concord, the Reverend Ezra Ripley united Ammi White, a cabinetmaker in his early 30s, with
Mary Minot (page 256, CONCORD BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS).

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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1789
January 26, Monday: The Reverend Ezra Ripley united Deacon William Parkman of Concord and Lydia Proctor of
Boston in marriage.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
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1791
The Reverend Ezra Ripley, ever a believer in discipline, participated in the suppression of Shay’s Rebellion to
the west in Massachusetts. Federal law began to regularize the citizen militias in order to ensure that never
again would there be such a dustup between militia and army as had occurred in 1774 in Lexington and
Concord. Please note that the Massachusetts militia, indeed every one of these American militias after this
federal law of 1791, would be lily-white, racially exclusionist groups. When our histories tell us, therefore,
that during Thoreau’s era every able-bodied man was under obligation to muster on Militia Day once per year
as a minimum, what they mean to say is every able-bodied white man, without exception — and no non-white
man, without exception.

Route realignment and the new tollroads had at this point rendered Concord’s Old North Bridge, the “Battle
Bridge,” like the citizens’ militia, expendable. In any event, it had always been an undependable link due to
vulnerability during floods.10 That being the case, the Reverend Ripley and his neighbors requested that
the town demolish the deteriorated structure.
October 27, Thursday: The Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord officiated at the wedding of Brister Freeman’s daughter
Nancy and Jacob Freeman of Lincoln. The couple would name their infant after its father. Jacob Freeman, Jr.
would survive only to the age of 19.
10. It is a stupid thing to do, as is shown in this case, to replace an existing ford with a new bridge at the same exact spot.
Bridges and fords call for different topography: the old ford was placed at that point due to low banks and a wide shallow stretch of
river, but for a suitable bridge you will require high banks and a deep narrow stretch! –Duh.
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1792
January 24, Tuesday: Concord’s enlarged meetinghouse went into service, and was dedicated with a sermon by the
Reverend Ezra Ripley, which sermon would then be printed.
Meanwhile, in neighboring Acton, Deacon Mark White of the Baptist church died at the age of 82.
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1793
With Concord’s Old North Bridge demolished down to its stone abutments and the road leading to the Concord
River reduced to an abandoned track through a cow pasture, the Reverend Ezra Ripley bought the plot of land

on the town side — because he wanted to brag that the first fallen Army men of 1775 had died “on his own
ground.” This new structure was put exactly where the bridge had been on April 19, 1775, but did not resemble
the Battle bridge.

(This bridge would need to be reconstructed again in 1874, and again in 1888, and again in 1956. When it
would be reconstructed this most recent time, care would be taken to match what had been in place on April
19, 1775 — in that the bridge we now have is, again, a post-and-beam structure with a plank surface and wood
railings, between stone-and-mortar abutments on the banks.)
The first bridge was built across the Concord River from the
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point of land below Joseph Barrett’s, Esq., to Lee’s hill. In
1665 it was washed away, and another built the next year, where
the present [1835] south bridge stands. Six or seven new bridges
have since been built on the same spot. In 1660 there were three
new bridges in the town, the north bridge (which the events of
the 19th of April, 1775, have made memorable), the great south
bridge, and one where Darby’s bridge now [1835] stands. A few
years previous to that time, the town had been allowed £20 by
the county towards maintaining these bridges. An effort was then
made to have the whole expense borne by the county, but the town
could obtain but £30 annually for that purpose. When they were
first supported entirely by the town, is uncertain. They have
been often swept away by the floods; and large sums of money are
annually raised to keep them in repair, which has very much
increased the expenses of the town. The bridge by Captain Hunt’s
was first built about 1792, that by the Rev. Dr. Ripley’s in
1793, those on the turnpike in 1802, and that beyond Deacon
Hubbard’s in 1802. There are now [1835] eight bridges entirely
supported by the town.11

11.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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1795
October: Thanks were sent to Governor Colonel Sir Robert Brooke, Captain Seale, and oh yeah, also, the guys of the
St. Helena Corps, for the part they had played in securing victory for British forces in the capture of the Cape
of Good Hope from the Dutch.
In the course of this month the Reverend Timothy Dwight would pass through Marlborough on his way
through Concord. The following material is to be found in his TRAVELS, and also in his STATISTICAL
ACCOUNT:
Marlboro is an ancient settlement, begun in 1654, and
incorporated in 1660. … Its surface is like that of the country
last described. The soil is rich grazing land of the first
quality rewarding abundantly the toil of the owners, and
presenting to the eye of the traveler a continued succession of
the deepest verdure. Great numbers of cattle, of the largest
size and best quality, are fed on these rich pastures; and the
large, well-built barns and good farmers’ houses are decisive
indications of prosperity.
This town is universally settled in plantations, except a small
village on the road near to one of the churches.
From Marlboro eastward, throughout a country extending to
Piscataqua River on the north and to the counties of Bristol and
Plymouth on the south, the barberry bush is spread, not
universally, but in spots, and those often extensive. In some
fields they occupy a sixth, fifth, and even a fourth of the
surface. Neat farmers exterminate them, except from the sides
of their stone enclosures. Here it is impossible to eradicate
them, unless by removing the walls, for the roots pass under the
walls and spring up so numerously as to make a regular and wellcompacted hedge. It is altogether improbable therefore that they
will ever be extirpated
This bush is in New England generally believed to blast both
wheat and rye. Its blossoms, which are very numerous and
continue a considerable time, emit very copiously a pungent
effluvium, believed to be so acrimonious as to injure
essentially both these kinds of grain. Among other accounts
intended to establish the truth of this opinion, I have heard
the following A farmer on Long Island sowed a particular piece
of ground with wheat every second year for near twenty years.
On the southern limit of this field grew a single barberry bush.
The southern winds prevailing at the season in which this bush
was in bloom carried the effluvia, and afterwards the decayed
blossoms, over a small breadth of this field to a considerable
distance; and, wherever they fell, the wheat was blasted, while
throughout the remainder of the field it was sound. This account
I have from a respectable gentleman who received it from the
farmer himself, a man of fair reputation.
In Southboro, a township in the county of Worcester, a Mr.
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Johnson sowed with rye a field of new ground, or ground lately
deforested. At the south end of this field also grew a single
barberry bush. The grain was blasted throughout the whole
breadth of the field, on a narrow tract commencing at the bush
and proceeding directly in the course and to the extent in which
the blossoms were diffused by the wind.…
As no part of the grain was blasted in either of these cases
except that which lay in a narrow tract leeward of the barberry
bushes, these facts appear to be decisive and to establish the
correctness of the common opinion. Should the conclusion be
admitted, we cannot wonder that wheat and rye should be blasted
wherever these bushes abound.
A laboring man attached to the family of Mr. Williams, our host
in this town, informed me that in Mr. Williams’ garden a barberry
bush grew in the wall a number of years;12 that during this
period esculent roots, although frequently planted near it,
never came to such a degree of perfection as to be fit for use;
that such as grew at all appeared to be lean and shriveled, as
if struggling with the influence of an unfriendly climate; that
the wall was afterwards removed and the bush entirely
eradicated; that in the first succeeding season such roots
flourished perfectly well on the same spot and were of a good
quality; and that, ever since, they had grown year by year to
the same perfection. My informant added that the soil was very
rich, and throughout every other part of the garden was always
entirely suited to the growth of these vegetables, and that it
was not more highly manured after the removal of the bush than
before. This is the only instance of the kind within my
knowledge. If there be no error in the account, it indicates
that the barberry bush has an unfavorable influence on other
vegetable productions besides wheat and rye.…
In the year 1790, Marlboro contained 218 dwelling houses, and
1,554 inhabitants; in the year 1800, 239 dwelling houses, and
1,735 inhabitants; and in 1810, 1,674.
From the year 1760 to 1795, thirty-five years, there were 726
deaths, and 1,672 births in this town. The average of the deaths
is somewhat less than twenty-one annually; the average of births
a small fraction less than forty-eight.
The road from Marlboro to Concord passes through the skirts of
Stow. The surface is a succession of gradual acclivities and
flat valleys. The soil of the acclivities is loam, mixed with
gravel, and moderately good. The valleys, or as they might with
equal propriety be styled the plains, are sandy and lean. Among
a considerable number of indifferent houses we saw a few good
ones.

12.Capt. George Williams (1737-1813) of Marlboro ran Williams’ Tavern as well as his farm. A town selectman, he was evidently
the kind host of the ailing Duc de La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, whose TRAVELS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH
AMERICA … (trans. H. Neuman, London, 1799), II, 205, makes clear that Williams’ place was in Marlboro.
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October 1, Thursday: Beginning a series of journeys through New England towns which would occupy him into the
year 1815, the Reverend Timothy Dwight passed through Concord, Massachusetts and conversed with the

Reverend Ezra Ripley in regard to the exceptional health of the citizenry:
The salubrity of Concord violates the most received
medical theories concerning such diseases as are
supposed to be generated by stagnant waters. I know of
no stream which approaches nearer to a state of
stagnation than Concord River.
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Dwight analyzed the stagnant-water situation in great detail:
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Mr. Williams informed us that he knew no spot more
healthy than the borders of this piece of water;
particularly, that no endemic had ever prevailed here;
that his own father, who had spent his life on this
spot, and died between eighty and ninety years of age,
had enjoyed the best health; and that there were, and
generally had been, as many healthy and aged people in
these houses as in any equal number of habitations
within his knowledge. It has been commonly supposed
that standing waters are insalubrious in countries
subjected to such intense heat as that of a New England
summer. The supposition, however, is almost, if not
quite absolutely erroneous so far as New England is
concerned. There is probably as great a number of small
lakes and ponds in this country as in any of the same
extent on the globe. After very extensive inquiries, I
have been unable to find one, the margin of which is
not healthy ground I speak not here of artificial
ponds; these are often unhealthy. I speak of those
which nature has formed, and all these appear to be
perfectly salubrious. Within the township of Plymouth,
which is very large, the number is uncommonly great;
but they have never been known to produce any
disagreeable effects.
Decayed vegetables have been imagined to furnish an
explanation of the insalubrity of stagnant waters. To
some extent this opinion may be just. They cannot, I
think, be ordinarily concerned in producing the fever
and ague, because this disease is almost always
experienced originally in the spring. Besides,
vegetables decay in New England as well as elsewhere;
and yet, eastward of the western ridge of the Green
Mountains, the fever and ague, so far as I have been
able to learn, is absolutely unknown, except in
solitary instances in the neighborhood of two or three
marshes within the township of Guilford. But I suppose
vegetable putrefaction to be especially considered as
the cause of autumnal diseases. That vegetable
putrefaction may be an auxiliary cause of these evils
may, I think, be rationally admitted. But that it is
the sole, or even the principal cause may be fairly
questioned. This putrefaction exists regularly every
year; the diseases in any given place, rarely. The
putrefaction exists throughout the whole country; the
diseases, whenever they exist, are confined to a few
particular spots Should it be said that stagnant waters
are necessary to this effect, I answer that in the
large tract of country which I have specified no such
effect is produced by these waters, and that the
diseases here prevail as often where no such waters
exist as in their neighborhood; that they are found on
plains, in valleys, on hills, and even on the highest
inhabited mountains.
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A number of years since, I put a quantity of ground pepper
into a tumbler of water, and a few days afterwards found
a thin scum spread over the surface. Within a few days
more, I perceived on examining this scum with a microscope
that
it
exhibited
an
immense
number
of
living
animalcules. Two or three days after, examining the same
scum again, I found not the least appearance of life.
After another short period, the scum was replenished with
living beings again, and after another became totally
destitute of them. This alternate process continued until
the water became so fetid as to forbid a further
examination. The conclusion which I drew from these facts
was that the first race of animalcules, having laid their
eggs, died, and were succeeded in a short time by a
second, and these by a third.
The fetor which arose from the putrefaction of these
ephemeral beings differed in one respect from that which
is produced by the decay of larger animals. Although it
was perceptible at a small distance only, and perhaps less
loathsome than the smell of a corrupted carcass, it was
far more suffocating. When the effluvia were received
into the lungs, it seemed as if nature gave way and was
preparing to sink under the impression. A pungency,
entirely peculiar, accompanied the smell, and appeared to
lessen the vis vita in a manner different from anything
which I had ever experienced before.
The scum which covered this pepper water was in appearance
the same with that which in hot seasons is sometimes seen
on standing waters, and abounds on those of marshes
exposed to the sun. To the production, and still more to
the sustenance of animalcules, vegetable putrefaction
seems to be necessary, or at least concomitant: the nidus
perhaps in which the animalculine existence is formed, or
the pabulum by which it is supported.
Whatever instrumentality vegetable putrefaction may have,
I am inclined to suspect, for several reasons, than
animalculine putrefaction is the immediate cause of those
diseases, whatever they are, which are justly attributed
to standing waters. It will, I believe, be found
universally that no such disease is ever derived from any
standing waters which are not to a considerable extent
covered with a scum; and perhaps most, if not all, of
those which have this covering will be found unhealthy.
The New England lakes, so far as I have observed, are
universally free even from the thinnest pellicle of this
nature; are pure potable water; are supplied almost
wholly by subjacent springs; and are, therefore, too
cool, as well as too much agitated by winds, to permit
ordinarily the existence of animalcules....
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1798
September 29, Saturday: According to BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD,
MASSACHUSETTS (Groton, 1894), Amos Davis of Groton & Hannah Barrett of Concord got married before
the Reverend Ezra Ripley.
October 7, Sunday: At El Lahun south of Cairo, French forces defeated the Mamelukes under Murad Bey.
William Jones got married before the Reverend Ezra Ripley with Mary Brown, a daughter of Reuben Brown,
Senior of Concord’s Corinthian Lodge and May How Brown. The married couple would produce 3 children,
2 of whom would survive to adulthood. During this year the groom was elected to Concord’s Social Circle.

HDT

WHAT?

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
1799
After Christmas: The 54-year-old burglar Samuel Smith was taken to the Concord church to be one of the recipients
of the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s special sermon. Mr. Ripley rose to the occasion:
Mr. RIPLEY’s SERMON, Delivered on the Day of the Execution of
SAMUEL SMITH. LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOUR EXPLAINED and URGED in a
SERMON, delivered at Concord, Massachusetts, December 26, 1799,
Being the Day on which Samuel Smith was executed for Burglary.
By EZRA RIPLEY, A.M. Miniſter of Concord.
He took his text from MATTHEW xxii. 39: “THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.”
The reasoning which he employed was the same as if he had been Draco of Athens in 621BCE, or a bearded
Taliban cleric enforcing the QUR ’AN by hanging the town drunk in Afghanistan in the Year of Our Lord 2000:
if you break the law of God even once even in the slightest way then you deserve to be put to death.
It is not good enough that you be a good neighbor to some neighbors, for you have been obligated to be a good
neighbor to all your neighbors all the time. Loving your mother is great, but everybody loves their mother.
Your father may have abused you but that’s none of our business here. As a Christian individual you need to
forgive others their transgressions against you but Christian society has no similar obligation to forgive
individuals for transgressions. A human by being appointed as a judge becomes entitled to play God.
THE crime, which is this day to be capitally puniſhed, is a direct
violation of the law of love to our neighbour. The words read
will not, therefore, it is preſumed, be thought unſuitable for
the theme of a diſcourſe, on the preſent very ſolemn and affecting
occaſion. They are very conciſe and ſimple in expreſſion; but their
meaning is great, their contents are weighty and extremely
intereſting to individuals and to ſociety. [There follows a
commandment-by-commandment review of the Ten Commandments, in
which we find:] ... The ſixh aims directly at the heart. It
forbids coveting the property and enjoyments of our neighbour;
and implies that we be contented with ſuch things as we have by
the allotments of Providence, and can procure by honeſt induſtry.
The coveting, which is a violation of the divine law of love to
our neighbour, is an earneſt deſire to poſſeſs and enjoy the
poſſeſſions and comforts of other people, without regard to equity
and juſtice. To covet in this ſenſe is ſinful; and it prompts to
unrighteous meaſures to obtain the things coveted. It induces
deception, fraud, ſtealing, and the most atrocious crimes. Thus,
to covet is the corrupt fountain whence flow thoſe injurious
vices, which frequently ſcourge individuals and ſociety. This is
the bitter root from which ſpring up fraud, injuſtice, ſtealing,
robbery, and, ſometimes, murder. According to the confeſſion of
the unhappy convict before us, all his crimes, which have more
directly procured proſecutions, priſons, puniſhments (and I may
add, the gallows) may be traced to this ſecret, fruitful, and
corrupt ſource.... But as one perfection of God cannot be in ſuch
a ſenſe infinite, as to infringe on any one other perfection, ſo
neither does chriſtian benevolence interfere with the proper
exerciſe of juſtice, even when it inflicts pain and puniſhment.
Love to others, to ſociety, to ourſelves, may require us, in a
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due courſe of law, to abridge the natural and civil liberty of
individuals, to inflict puniſhment on offenders, and even to take
away the life of malefactors, whoſe abuſe of liberty, vicious
conduct, and continuance in life are dangerous to the peace and
happineſs of individuals and the community. ...Love to ſociety,
to the great body of the people, frequently requires the
execution of juſtice on individuals in pains and penalties.
Tortured property logic this, logic which Draco of Athens could have deployed to sanction any atrocity.
True, this convict was a mere house burglar and house burglary is not in itself a capital offense, but being a
house burglar amounts under our law to exactly the same thing as intending to commit murder (since “housebreakers for the purpoſe of ſtealing, intend to commit murder, if it be found neceſſary to prevent detection”)
and we can reflect that it was perhaps only owing to the reſtraining grace of God and to circumſtances, that this
one did not ever in fact get to the point of the ſhedding of innocent blood.
Samuel Smith was then escorted from the Concord church by the Reverend Ripley and his flock, to the field
east of the town’s new burying-ground, which probably was not yet being termed “Sleepy Hollow” but which
at that time was still “Deacon Brown’s pretty pasture, circled with a ridge of oaks and pines ... reached only
by a lane” and in use for group pic-nics, as a militia training field, and for the annual Cattle Show. There,
having reached a likely spot, he was hanged by the neck until he was dead.13
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

13. Bear in mind here that burglary is not ordinarily now considered a capital crime, it was merely that in the case of this Samuel
Smith just about every other method of social control had already been attempted, up to and including the mutilation of the man’s
ears. How much more lenient they were in the 18th Century with the burglar Smith, than they had been with similar burglars in the
previous century! Governor John Winthrop’s law had been, in furtherance of the commandment “Thou shalt not steal,” that “If any
person shall commit burglary, by breaking up any dwelling house, or shall rob any person in the field or highways, such person so
offending, shall be for the first offence, branded on the forehead with the letter (B).” His penalty for a second offense was that the
burglar be “branded as before and severely whipped,” and his penalty for a third such offense was that “he shall be put to death as
being incorrigible.” Three strikes and you’re out. Smith had had a lot more chances than three. Because property conferred status,
property could be more important than life itself. Did John Thoreau, age 12, arrive in Concord in time to attend this curious church
ceremony and graveyard ceremony, and if so, did he, in 1828 when John Thoreau, Jr. was 12 and David Henry Thoreau was 10, tell
them about this experience he had had at that same age? This could not have been a race case, in consideration of the differential
penalty exacted by the state in the Washington Goode case some half-century later –Goode having been hanged in Boston rather
than consigned to imprisonment at hard labor for the remainder of his natural life for a crime of passion obviously for one reason
and one reason only, that he was black– for, since our recorders have not bothered to state of what race the hanged Samuel Smith
was, then obviously he must have been a white man. EARLY AMERICAN IMPRINTS. FIRST SERIES; no. 36321 (Main-Microforms
Microfiche M 00235 no. 36321): Smith, Samuel, 1745-1799. LAST WORDS AND DYING SPEECH OF SAMUEL SMITH, WHO WAS
EXECUTED AT CONCORD, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, AND THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, THE 26TH OF
DECEMBER, A.D. 1799, FOR THE CRIME OF BURGLARY. Signed: Samuel Smith. Concord gaol, Dec. 26, 1799. One page; mourning
border surrounds text in three columns and measures 42.6 x 29.2 centimeters. This was printed by Benjamin Edes in Kilby-Street,
Boston to be sold at Mr. Reuben Bryant’s book-store in Concord. We have two forms of this. The first has the imprint as given above,
and in addition has a relief cut of a coffin at head of title. The second, without the coffin image, bears the imprint: “To be sold at
Mr. Reuben Bryant’s bookstore, Concord.——Also at Edes’s printing-office, Kilby-Street Boston.”
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December 26, Thursday: Funeral celebrations were being held all across America. The recently deceased George
Washington was being eulogized by Colonel Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee as “1st in war, 1st in peace & 1st
in hearts of his countrymen.”
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In Concord, Massachusetts, the house burglar Samuel Smith concluded his first, last, and only sermon, before
the rope was placed around his neck, by declaring, as it has been recorded: “Since I was 27 years of age, hard
fortune has been my lot ; Theft my living, Gaols my habitation, and very foon the Gallows will be my
companion — I fhall in a few hours be beyond the Grave [sic] ; and I pray GOD, I may enter that part of the
invifible World, where Thieves do not break through and fteal. I have now to perform my laft Duty to my
Fellow-Creatures, which is, to warn them all to fhun every Kind of Sin and in particular, that Sin, which has
brought me to the Gallows.” Although Samuel’s father was deceased, his mother was still alive and
“much inclined to the Christian Religion” as of the day of her son’s execution. The convict would be survived
also by four brothers and two sisters who were said to be in good standing in their communities, as well as by
five minor children of his own who would soon “hear of the fhameful death of their wretched Parent.”
We have no indication that any member of Smith’s family had appeared in Concord during the church service
or the hanging,14 and we have no record that anyone claimed the body for burial.15 I think it can fairly be
presumed, however, that the 12-year-old John Thoreau was present for this church service and then for this
hanging, and that the experience left its mark on his attitudes, including on his attitude toward capital
punishment.

14. This is mostly derived from a broadsheet that was put out at the time, illustrated with a black image of a coffin and titled LAfT
WORDS AND DYING SPEECH OF SAMUEL SMITH, WHO WAS EXECUTED AT CONCORD, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLEFEX, AND
COMMONWEALTH OF MAffACHUfETTS, THE 26TH OF DECEMBER, A. D. 1799, FOR THE CRIME OF BURGLARY.
15. Clearly, this house burglar Samuel Smith, since he was white, was no relation to the burglar Stephen Smith who had a few years
before been hanged on Boston Common and then dissected — who had been black. Isn’t it interesting, that we have a record that
the body of the black burglar was turned over to local physicians for dissection, whereas we have no such record in regard to the
body of the white burglar — despite the fact that, on the record of Samuel Smith’s inconsequential life and series of crimes, he had
been a no-class scumbag? (Apparently it wasn’t a class thingie, whose body got dissected and whose did not, but a race thingie!)
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1800
The Reverend Ezra Ripley had been so distressed at the hanging in Concord of the burglar Samuel Smith just
after the previous Christmas, that in this year he allowed publication of the sermon which he had preached to
the condemned just before his execution, “Love to our neighbour explained and urged: in a sermon, delivered
at Concord, Massachusetts, December 26, 1799, being the day on which Samuel Smith was executed for
burglary.” The material was “[p]ublished for the benefit of criminals,” in Boston, by Samuel Hall of Number
53, Cornhill. We note an interesting detail, that the reverend had not been able to resist adding somewhat to
his sermon after the fact, along the line of pointing his audience toward the necessity of being constant and
faithful church attenders.
Also, for the benefit of criminals, and as a cautionary object for the local children, the gallows on which Smith
had been hanged out at the Sleepy Hollow parade ground would be placed on permanent display in the
Concord courthouse.16

16. This Concord courthouse became the place of public display of the gallows upon which a local house burglar, Samuel Smith,
was hung at the end of 1799 — until with this macabre and tasteless display of judicial power it was consumed in the flames of an
arsonist in 1849. Here, since we do not have an image of the apparatus on which the house burglar had been hanged, as a substitute
macabre and tasteless display, is an image of the chair that Massachusetts used for its final electrocutions, at Charlestown in 1947,
producing the deaths of Edward Gertson and Philip Bellino. The chair is not on display (tastes about this sort of think have obviously
changed somewhat), but a photo was taken of it in a storage room at the state prison in Walpole in 1974.
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1804
Samuel Ripley of Concord, son of the Reverend Ezra Ripley, D.D., graduated from Harvard College. He
would become the minister of the first religious society in Waltham, Massachusetts.
SAMUEL RIPLEY [of Concord], son of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, D.D., was
born March 11, 1783, graduated [at Harvard College] in 1804, and
was ordained over the first religious society in Waltham
November 22, 1809, where he still [1835] resides.17
At the age of about 17 Cynthia Dunbar produced a piece of needlework –a mourning picture– that is now in
the collection of the Concord Museum. In this year, possibly, or by 1806, this Concord family visited the studio
of the Boston hollow-cut profile-taker William King, who was said to have a knack for “seeing people
agreeably,” and the three silhouettes that were produced are also now in the Museum’s collection — one of
Cynthia, one of her mother Mary Jones Dunbar Minot, and one of her step-father Captain Jonas Minott:18

17.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
18. At the time Cynthia was attending the Bridgewater Academy, 20 miles inland from Plymouth, in the south parish of Bridgewater.
This institution of education had been established when on February 28, 1799 the half township of land granted by the General Court
as an endowment had been sold for $5,000 and individuals had subscribed $3,000 toward the erection of a schoolhouse. The school
had a reputation of training toward the ministry and Bridgewater had a reputation for forwarding many of its sons to Harvard
College.
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1805
Daniel Bliss Ripley of Concord, son of the Reverend Ezra Ripley, D.D. and brother of Samuel Ripley,
Benjamin Warren Hildreth of Concord, son of the trader Jonathan Hildreth, and John White of Concord, son
of the trader Deacon John White, graduated from Harvard College.
Daniel Bliss Ripley, brother of the preceding, was graduated
Harvard in 1805. He was an attorney and died at St. Stephens,
Alabama, April 30, 1825, aged 37.19
BENJAMIN WARREN HILDRETH [of Concord], son of Jonathan Hildreth, was
born March 29, 1784, graduated [at Harvard] in 1805, and settled
as a physician in Marlborough.20
JOHN WHITE [of Concord], son of Deacon John White, was born
December 2, 1787, graduated [at Harvard] in 1805, and was
ordained over the third parish in Dedham April 20, 1814.21

19.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
20. Ibid.
21. Ibid.
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1809
January 9, Monday: The electric telegraph was invented by Sömmering in München.
Considering the evaluation delivered in the report delivered November 22d, the US government resolved to
more vigorously enforce its Embargo of 1807. The result of course would be further economic damage.
According to BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS (Groton,
1894), Jacob Hosmer of Groton and Catharine Wellington of Concord were married by the Reverend Ezra
Ripley.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 9th of 1 M / Sister Elizabeth spent the day with us whose
company was very acceptable, on her acct I set the eveng at home
writing RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1810
March 29, Thursday: John H. Farnham, a student of Harvard College, wrote his sister Mary B. Farnham
in Newburyport to tell of a duel that had taken place involving Daniel Ripley (a law student, son of the
Reverend Ezra Ripley and Madam Phoebe Bliss Emerson Ripley of Concord):
This morning I was saluted with no very agreeable piece of
intelligence, which perhaps you may not be informed of & so I
will give you a rough draft of. I was asked whether I had heard
anything of Ripley’s fighting a Duel. No I answered with much
surprise when I learned that D.B. Ripley attended on tuesday
evening the company of Cadets — that among the officers nominate
for Election was a Mr. Wells for captain whose nomination Mr.
Ripley & Mr. Bourne strenuously advocated. The election of Mr.
Wells was last — after the business of the company was
transacted, sat down to a party of whist — Bourne presently came
up to the table & observed with marked [?] chagrin & contempt
that had it not been for Ripleys foolish defence of said Wells
as Captain, his election would have been carried. Poor Daniel
was puzzled for an answer to so severe an attack. Presently he
replied No sir, you mistake, had it not been for your duplicity
he might have been elected. -Bourne knocked Ripley down. In the
interim I know [not] what passed — but in the morning Ripley
sent a note to B demanding some honorable satisfaction or
reparation for the gross insult he had received. Bourne answered
his note with contempt and scurrilous abuse & defiance. Ripley
then sent him a challenge — which Bourne accepted — Each of them
with their seconds — immediately took horses & carriages & rode
as far as Pawtucket to boundary town between Massachusetts and
Rhode Island [because duels were illegal in Massachusetts] — &
walked out onto the field of combat — The first fire fell to
Ripley — He fired & shot Bourne through the Coat — Bourne then
apologised & said if Mr. Ripley was satisfied he was. Mr. Ripley
was satisfied — thus ended this unfortunate affair, which will
certainly be a great disadvantage to Ripley — although he had
the best side....
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 29 of 3 Mo // Our first meeting was Silent but I believe
was a pretty to me favord time - the last [Monthly Meeting] was
large & an abundance of buisness came before us - J Lawton & M
Collins published their intentions of marriage & performed Well.
— David Buffum expressed a prospect he felt to accompany Elisha
Thornton to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting which was united with &
he furnished with a Coppy of a Minute - buisness went on with
much uniminity which was a comfort - Hannah Dennis Wife of George
& Susanna Hicks Dined with us —
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1811
July: Cynthia Dunbar, professing Christian faith and a resolve to lead a moral life, joined the First Church of
the Reverend Ezra Ripley in Concord. (Six months later she would become pregnant by John Thoreau. Was
the Reverend disappointed at this 24-year-old, supposedly chaste, woman’s sexual activity?)
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1812
January 4, Saturday: Miss Abigail Dudley, who had provided funds for a choir in Concord, died. Her grave
would be marked by the 1st gravestone to be fashioned out of white stone, in the Hill Burying-Ground.
“THIS STONE IS DESIGNED
BY ITS DURABILITY
TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY,
AND BY ITS COLOUR
TO SIGNIFY THE MORAL CHARACTER
OF
MISS ABIGAIL DUDLEY,
WHO DIED JAN. 4, 1812
AGED 73.”

This, actually, was the year of the greatest average age of death in Concord:
The following table, exhibiting the number of deaths [in
Concord] between several specified ages, the number each year,
the aggregate amount of their ages, average age, &c. &c. during
the 50 years commencing January 1, 1779, and ending December 31,
1828, was compiled from records carefully kept by the Rev. Dr.
Ripley [Ezra Ripley]. Great labor has been expended to make it
correct and intelligible.

Under
1

to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.

Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1779

2

0

0

1

2

0

0

0

2

4

1

0

12

578

48

1780

1

2

1

1

0

0

1

1

3

0

0

0

10

307

30

1781

3

1

0

1

0

2

0

1

1

2

1

3

15

721

48

1782

1

2

1

0

1

2

0

1

1

5

3

1

18

933

52

1783

5

2

1

0

4

2

3

1

2

3

1

0

24

811

34

1784

4

1

1

2

2

0

0

1

1

2

1

2

17

607

35

1785

2

0

1

0

3

2

2

3

2

2

0

0

17

672

39

1786

4

1

0

4

3

1

1

0

1

2

1

1

19

590

31

1787

2

2

0

0

1

2

1

1

2

0

1

0

12

416

35

1788

2

0

2

0

2

2

2

1

2

3

3

0

19

877

46

1789

3

1

0

1

2

3

0

1

1

4

1

0

17

694

41

1790

2

5

2

2

2

0

3

0

3

4

3

0

26

970

37

1791

3

1

0

0

0

1

2

1

3

3

3

0

17

841

49

Year.
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Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1792

5

0

0

1

4

3

1

6

2

2

1

1

26

1021

39

1793

1

0

3

0

1

2

2

4

1

3

0

2

19

894

47

1794

1

1

1

0

4

3

0

1

5

1

3

1

21

1018

49

1795

0

2

0

4

3

4

1

1

2

2

2

0

21

824

39

1796

1

8

2

0

2

2

2

2

1

6

1

0

27

926

34

1797

3

1

1

1

2

1

4

1

1

3

3

0

21

893

43

1798

4

3

0

2

2

0

1

0

1

5

2

1

21

831

39

1799

0

1

0

1

4

0

2

3

4

4

1

0

20

1006

50

1800

3

7

0

0

0

4

1

2

1

4

2

1

25

926

37

1801

3

3

2

6

3

0

2

2

3

4

4

0

32

1197

37

1802

2

4

1

3

2

2

1

3

1

6

2

0

27

1067

39

1803

2

7

2

3

4

9

3

0

3

2

2

1

38

1194

31

1804

4

4

0

3

3

1

3

3

1

4

2

1

29

1037

39

1805

12

1

0

3

6

2

0

2

2

2

5

0

35

1132

32

1806

5

4

0

1

6

2

1

3

4

1

4

1

32

1201

39

1807

7

1

0

2

6

2

3

1

3

4

2

1

32

1182

37

1808

1

5

1

0

0

1

3

2

4

0

2

0

19

722

38

1809

2

3

0

0

2

1

3

1

2

2

2

1

19

821

43

1810

5

1

1

3

3

4

4

3

6

4

3

1

38

1626

45

1811

1

2

2

0

4

1

1

2

4

2

2

0

21

881

42

1812

3

6

2

1

1

5

2

2

3

3

3

1

32

1131

36

1813

3

2

1

2

4

2

3

3

1

4

2

0

27

1094

40

1814

2

0

0

0

4

4

4

1

3

0

2

2

22

1012

46

1815

4

2

4

5

4

5

3

4

5

4

6

1

47

1910

41

1816

6

1

0

1

2

0

1

3

2

4

1

0

21

802

38

1817

2

4

2

2

4

0

5

1

1

0

0

0

21

495

28

1818

2

1

0

2

1

4

1

3

3

2

1

0

20

825

41

Year.
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Age.

1819

2

2

1

4

0

3

3

4

2

4

1

1

27

1006

37

1820

2

3

0

0

2

3

2

5

0

5

6

0

28

1374

49

1821

3

5

0

2

0

1

3

3

2

10

4

0

33

1582

48

1822

2

10

1

3

5

2

2

3

2

4

2

2

38

1285

34

1823

5

3

1

1

2

1

3

3

2

1

3

1

26

970

37

1824

4

3

0

1

1

2

4

4

3

5

2

0

29

1244

43

1825

3

7

1

1

2

2

5

6

4

6

3

0

40

1645

41

1826

8

6

4

0

3

2

8

4

1

5

2

0

43

1367

32

1827

2

2

0

0

1

3

1

2

1

0

3

0

19

893

44

1828

4

4

0

0

0

1

3

1

2

5

1

2

23

1020

48

Year.

It is impossible to specify the diseases by which the several
persons died. As far as can be ascertained from the Rev. Dr.
Ripley [Ezra Ripley]’s records, it appears that about one
seventh of the whole number died of consumption, one fifth of
fevers of various kinds, one twelfth of old age, one sixteenth
of canker-rash, one nineteenth of the dropsy, one twenty-fifth
of paralytic affections, and nearly the same number each of
dysentery and casualties.
By adding the columns in the above table, we shall find that the
whole number, who died during the 50 years, was 1242; of whom
153 died under 1 year of age; 137 of 1 and under 5; 42 of 5 and
under 10; 70 of 10 and under 20; 119 of 20 and under 30; 101 of
30 and under 40; 106 of 40 and under 50; 106 of 50 and under 80;
106 of 80 and under 90; 28 of 90 and under 100; and a native
black of 105. Of these 107 died in January, 111 in February, 118
in March, 103 in April, 88 in May, 81 in June, 88 in July, 95
in August, 115 in September, 121 in October, 121 in November,
and 94 in December. These proportions generally hold good in
particular years, more deaths occurring in the spring and autumn
than at other seasons of the year. Of those who lived 80 years
and over, 54 were males and 81 females; 90 and over, 8 were males
and 21 females; 95 and over, 3 were males and 4 females. The
year when the least number of deaths occurred was 1780, and when
the greatest, 1815. The yearly average is 25 nearly. the least
average age was in 1817, the greatest average in 1812. The
aggregate amount of all the ages, for 50 years, is 49,192, and
the mean average age nearly 40. Estimating our population,
during this period, at an average of 1665, which is nearly
correct, as will appear on reference to our account of the
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population, we shall find that 1 in 66 dies annually.
153 or 1 in 8 1-8 died under 1 year.

620 or 1 in 2 lived 40 and upwards.

218 or 1 in 5 2-3 died under 2 years.

570 or 1 in 2 1-3 lived 45 and upwards.

255 or 1 in 4 8-9 died under 3 years.

514 or 1 in 2 2-5 lived 50 and upwards.

270 or 1 in 4 3-5 died under 4 years.

463 or 1 in 2 3-5 lived 55 and upwards.

290 or 1 in 4 1-3 died under 5 years.

408 or 1 in 3 1-11 lived 60 and upwards.

304 or 1 in 4 1-11 died under 6 years.

354 or 1 in 3 1-2 lived 65 and upwards.

332 or 1 in 3 3-4 died under 10 years.

296 or 1 in 4 1-5 lived 70 and upwards.

358 or 1 in 3 1-2 died under 15 years.

209 or 1 in 5 1-17 lived 75 and upwards.

402 or 1 in 3 1-11 died under 20 years.

135 or 1 in 9 1-5 lived 80 and upwards.

472 or 1 in 2 3-5 died under 25 years.

69 or 1 in 18 lived 85 and upwards.

521 or 1 in 2 2-5 died under 30 years.

29 or 1 in 42 5-6 lived 90 and upwards.

571 or 1 in 2 1-3 died under 35 years.

7 or 1 in 177 3-7 lived 95 and upwards.

622 or 1 in 2 died under 40 years.

2 lived to 99, and 1 to 105.

In these calculations minute fractions are omitted. They exhibit
results highly favorable to the health of the town. Few towns
are so healthy.22
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 4th of 1 Mo// The day passed as usual; Set the eveng at
home —
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

22.

In France, 1 in 31 arrives to the age of 70; in London 1 in 10; in Philadelphia, 1 in 15; and in Connecticut 1 in 8. In Salem, 1
in 48 dies annually; in Philadelphia, 1 in 45; in Boston, 1 in 41; in London, 1 in 40; in Paris, 1 in 32; and in Vienna, 1 in 22.
— See History of Dedham and American Quarterly Review, Vol. VIII. p. 396.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a
date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1814
April 20, Wednesday: The Emperor Napoléon I took leave of his Imperial Guard at Fontainebleau and
departed with a retinue of 14 carriages toward the coast of France.
A mob attacked the Italian Senate in Milan, and the Finance Minister was tortured in an attempt to force him
to give over the treasury.
Having received a parish vote of 30 yeas over 10 nays, the Reverend John White was ordained over the 3d
parish in Dedham at a salary of $600 and ten cords of wood, the ordination sermon being preached by his own
pastor, the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord (spirits, crackers, and cheese for the occasion cost $5.63).
JOHN WHITE [of Concord], son of Deacon John White, was born
December 2, 1787, graduated [at Harvard College] in 1805, and
was ordained over the third parish in Dedham April 20, 1814.23
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 20th of 4 M / Our friends returned this evening Which
they spent at John Rodmans & at the close of it Abijah & William
came & lodged with us. — we sat up till 11 OClock in agreeable
conversation. - I understand by those who were there that
Micajah was much favord in their Meeting at Portsmouth today. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

23.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1815
The widow Mary Jones Dunbar Minot, whose 1st husband, the Reverend Asa Dunbar, had become a Mason
in 1779, and in 1781 had become master of Trinity Lodge #6 in Keene, New Hampshire in this year was able
to apply to the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts for financial aid. This request was endorsed by her
minister, the Reverend Ezra Ripley:

DUNBAR FAMILY
[In] the settlement of the estate of her ... husband, Jonas Minot
... she has been peculiarly unfortunate, and become very much
straightened in the means of living comfortably; ... individual
friends have been ... generous, otherwise she must have suffered
extremely; ... being thus reduced, and feeling the weight of
cares, of years and of widowhood to be very heavy, after having
seen better days, she is induced by the advice of friends, as
well as her own exigencies, to apply for aid to the benevolence
and charity of the Masonic Fraternity.
There were more deaths in Concord during this year than in any other year:
The following table, exhibiting the number of deaths [in
Concord] between several specified ages, the number each year,
the aggregate amount of their ages, average age, &c. &c. during
the 50 years commencing January 1, 1779, and ending December 31,
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1828, was compiled from records carefully kept by the Rev. Dr.
Ripley [Ezra Ripley]. Great labor has been expended to make it
correct and intelligible.

Under
1

to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.

Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1779

2

0

0

1

2

0

0

0

2

4

1

0

12

578

48

1780

1

2

1

1

0

0

1

1

3

0

0

0

10

307

30

1781

3

1

0

1

0

2

0

1

1

2

1

3

15

721

48

1782

1

2

1

0

1

2

0

1

1

5

3

1

18

933

52

1783

5

2

1

0

4

2

3

1

2

3

1

0

24

811

34

1784

4

1

1

2

2

0

0

1

1

2

1

2

17

607

35

1785

2

0

1

0

3

2

2

3

2

2

0

0

17

672

39

1786

4

1

0

4

3

1

1

0

1

2

1

1

19

590

31

1787

2

2

0

0

1

2

1

1

2

0

1

0

12

416

35

1788

2

0

2

0

2

2

2

1

2

3

3

0

19

877

46

1789

3

1

0

1

2

3

0

1

1

4

1

0

17

694

41

1790

2

5

2

2

2

0

3

0

3

4

3

0

26

970

37

1791

3

1

0

0

0

1

2

1

3

3

3

0

17

841

49

1792

5

0

0

1

4

3

1

6

2

2

1

1

26

1021

39

1793

1

0

3

0

1

2

2

4

1

3

0

2

19

894

47

1794

1

1

1

0

4

3

0

1

5

1

3

1

21

1018

49

1795

0

2

0

4

3

4

1

1

2

2

2

0

21

824

39

1796

1

8

2

0

2

2

2

2

1

6

1

0

27

926

34

1797

3

1

1

1

2

1

4

1

1

3

3

0

21

893

43

1798

4

3

0

2

2

0

1

0

1

5

2

1

21

831

39

1799

0

1

0

1

4

0

2

3

4

4

1

0

20

1006

50

1800

3

7

0

0

0

4

1

2

1

4

2

1

25

926

37

1801

3

3

2

6

3

0

2

2

3

4

4

0

32

1197

37

1802

2

4

1

3

2

2

1

3

1

6

2

0

27

1067

39

1803

2

7

2

3

4

9

3

0

3

2

2

1

38

1194

31

Year.
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Under
1

to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.

Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1804

4

4

0

3

3

1

3

3

1

4

2

1

29

1037

39

1805

12

1

0

3

6

2

0

2

2

2

5

0

35

1132

32

1806

5

4

0

1

6

2

1

3

4

1

4

1

32

1201

39

1807

7

1

0

2

6

2

3

1

3

4

2

1

32

1182

37

1808

1

5

1

0

0

1

3

2

4

0

2

0

19

722

38

1809

2

3

0

0

2

1

3

1

2

2

2

1

19

821

43

1810

5

1

1

3

3

4

4

3

6

4

3

1

38

1626

45

1811

1

2

2

0

4

1

1

2

4

2

2

0

21

881

42

1812

3

6

2

1

1

5

2

2

3

3

3

1

32

1131

36

1813

3

2

1

2

4

2

3

3

1

4

2

0

27

1094

40

1814

2

0

0

0

4

4

4

1

3

0

2

2

22

1012

46

1815

4

2

4

5

4

5

3

4

5

4

6

1

47

1910

41

1816

6

1

0

1

2

0

1

3

2

4

1

0

21

802

38

1817

2

4

2

2

4

0

5

1

1

0

0

0

21

495

28

1818

2

1

0

2

1

4

1

3

3

2

1

0

20

825

41

1819

2

2

1

4

0

3

3

4

2

4

1

1

27

1006

37

1820

2

3

0

0

2

3

2

5

0

5

6

0

28

1374

49

1821

3

5

0

2

0

1

3

3

2

10

4

0

33

1582

48

1822

2

10

1

3

5

2

2

3

2

4

2

2

38

1285

34

1823

5

3

1

1

2

1

3

3

2

1

3

1

26

970

37

1824

4

3

0

1

1

2

4

4

3

5

2

0

29

1244

43

1825

3

7

1

1

2

2

5

6

4

6

3

0

40

1645

41

1826

8

6

4

0

3

2

8

4

1

5

2

0

43

1367

32

1827

2

2

0

0

1

3

1

2

1

0

3

0

19

893

44

1828

4

4

0

0

0

1

3

1

2

5

1

2

23

1020

48

Year.

It is impossible to specify the diseases by which the several
persons died. As far as can be ascertained from the Rev. Dr.
Ripley [Ezra Ripley]’s records, it appears that about one
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seventh of the whole number died of consumption, one fifth of
fevers of various kinds, one twelfth of old age, one sixteenth
of canker-rash, one nineteenth of the dropsy, one twenty-fifth
of paralytic affections, and nearly the same number each of
dysentery and casualties.
By adding the columns in the above table, we shall find that the
whole number, who died during the 50 years, was 1242; of whom
153 died under 1 year of age; 137 of 1 and under 5; 42 of 5 and
under 10; 70 of 10 and under 20; 119 of 20 and under 30; 101 of
30 and under 40; 106 of 40 and under 50; 106 of 50 and under 80;
106 of 80 and under 90; 28 of 90 and under 100; and a native
black of 105. Of these 107 died in January, 111 in February, 118
in March, 103 in April, 88 in May, 81 in June, 88 in July, 95
in August, 115 in September, 121 in October, 121 in November,
and 94 in December. These proportions generally hold good in
particular years, more deaths occurring in the spring and autumn
than at other seasons of the year. Of those who lived 80 years
and over, 54 were males and 81 females; 90 and over, 8 were males
and 21 females; 95 and over, 3 were males and 4 females. The
year when the least number of deaths occurred was 1780, and when
the greatest, 1815. The yearly average is 25 nearly. the least
average age was in 1817, the greatest average in 1812. The
aggregate amount of all the ages, for 50 years, is 49,192, and
the mean average age nearly 40. Estimating our population,
during this period, at an average of 1665, which is nearly
correct, as will appear on reference to our account of the
population, we shall find that 1 in 66 dies annually.
153 or 1 in 8 1-8 died under 1 year.

620 or 1 in 2 lived 40 and upwards.

218 or 1 in 5 2-3 died under 2 years.

570 or 1 in 2 1-3 lived 45 and upwards.

255 or 1 in 4 8-9 died under 3 years.

514 or 1 in 2 2-5 lived 50 and upwards.

270 or 1 in 4 3-5 died under 4 years.

463 or 1 in 2 3-5 lived 55 and upwards.

290 or 1 in 4 1-3 died under 5 years.

408 or 1 in 3 1-11 lived 60 and upwards.

304 or 1 in 4 1-11 died under 6 years.

354 or 1 in 3 1-2 lived 65 and upwards.

332 or 1 in 3 3-4 died under 10 years.

296 or 1 in 4 1-5 lived 70 and upwards.

358 or 1 in 3 1-2 died under 15 years.

209 or 1 in 5 1-17 lived 75 and upwards.

402 or 1 in 3 1-11 died under 20 years.

135 or 1 in 9 1-5 lived 80 and upwards.

472 or 1 in 2 3-5 died under 25 years.

69 or 1 in 18 lived 85 and upwards.

521 or 1 in 2 2-5 died under 30 years.

29 or 1 in 42 5-6 lived 90 and upwards.

571 or 1 in 2 1-3 died under 35 years.

7 or 1 in 177 3-7 lived 95 and upwards.

622 or 1 in 2 died under 40 years.

2 lived to 99, and 1 to 105.

In these calculations minute fractions are omitted. They exhibit
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results highly favorable to the health of the town. Few towns
are so healthy.24
For nine months Stevens Everett, hired from elsewhere, would be teaching Concord’s grammar students, and
then the teaching during this year would be taken over temporarily by another young man hired from outside
the town, Silas Holman.

24.

1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

In France, 1 in 31 arrives to the age of 70; in London 1 in 10; in Philadelphia, 1 in 15; and in Connecticut 1 in 8. In Salem, 1
in 48 dies annually; in Philadelphia, 1 in 45; in Boston, 1 in 41; in London, 1 in 40; in Paris, 1 in 32; and in Vienna, 1 in 22.
— See History of Dedham and American Quarterly Review, Vol. VIII. p. 396.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Hodder, Alan D. “Emerson and Rammohan Roy.” Studies in the American Renaissance (1988): 133-47:

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
The Oriental influence on Waldo Emerson’s writing and theological beliefs is
evident early in his career. Both his father and his Aunt Mary Moody Emerson were
interested in the Orient and his aunt actively encouraged Emerson in his pursuit
of Oriental studies. Shortly after Emerson graduated from college, his aunt wrote
him a letter suggesting that he look into the writings of Rammohan Roy, an Indian
brahman from a high-caste Hindu background who was interested in the merging of
world religions and had recently been published in the Christian Register (1819
and 1821). Hodder states that Emerson was probably already familiar with Roy, since
the articles on Roy had been published in the Concord paper and because Emerson
had developed in interest in the Orient when he was still at school. His poem
“Indian Superstition” grew out of a paper that he was assigned as a senior: “As a
graduating senior, Emerson had been assigned this topic in conjunction with the
Harvard College exhibition of April 24, 1821. For the several months prior to his
presentation, Emerson had poured over the growing body of literature on India and
the Orient available at that time to the Boston readership” (140). Emerson was both
fascinated and repelled with what he read about India. He was especially shocked
over the practice of widow-burning or sati as it was called, a Hindu custom. However
shocked he may have been when he read about some of the contemporary practices of
India, he still found a great deal to admire concerning the idealism of the ancient
Hindu texts.
In 1819 the Christian Register printed excerpts of Roy’s letters to John Digby,
his British East India Company supervisor, plus a review of five of his recent
treatises. In 1821 a second treatment of Roy’s writing was printed. In his critique
of world religions, Roy developed a consuming interest in the Muslim doctrine of
tawhid, or the absolute unity of God. From this viewpoint, he criticized Hindu
“idolatry” and Christian Unitarianism. The liberal Unitarians were delighted
because Roy provided convenient fodder for their arguments against the
Trinitarians: “Today, among Hindus and Westerners alike, Rammohan Roy is hailed as
the founder of the Hindu Renaissance and the father of modern India. For Emerson,
however, as for his Aunt and other Boston Unitarians, Roy was at this time chiefly
significant as a compelling advocate for the Unitarians in their heated exchanges
with the Calvinist Trinitarian opposition.”(134) The Reverend Henry Ware, Jr.,
professor at Harvard Divinity School, went so far as to write Roy and William Adam,
a former Baptist, now Unitarian convert, a list of questions concerning the
potential for Unitarian missionary work in India. Some money was collected and Roy
and Adam did establish a base for the Unitarians in India, but by 1824 interest in
Roy had begun to die down. Roy died in London on Sept. 27, 1833. There was still
some interest in him, although it is likely that the Unitarians continued to
misunderstand his motivation in assisting their cause. He had always been more
interested in social reform in India than he had been in proselytizing his fellow
Indians. Emerson visited England in August 1833. He met Roy’s famous patron, Dr.
Lant Carpenter, but he did not meet Roy.
Hodder notes that Emerson’s commentary on the Orient continued to mature as he grew
older. The more he read the more he was impressed with Oriental literature and
philosophy: “By 1845 he is ready to insist that there is nothing in theology so
“subtle” as the BHAGAVAD GITA and the VISHNU PURÁNA.” Emerson’s introduction to Roy,
who viewed the BIBLE as an ethical tract, probably helped to pave the way, according
to Hodder, for his growing sympathy with the Orient.
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October: The Christian Disciple contained an anonymous tribute, written by the Reverend Ezra Ripley, to
Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau. Professor Robert A. Gross describes this in his “Faith in the Boardinghouse:
New Views of Thoreau Family Religion”:25
[R]eligion in early nineteenth-century New England was a family
matter, and as biographers from Sanborn on have recognized,
Thoreau was surrounded in his youth by relatives caught up in
the holy wars that divided the sons and daughters of Puritans
against one another. His grandparents on both sides were once
pillars of the establishment. When John and Rebecca Thoreau
moved from Boston to Concord in the late 1790s, they immediately
entered the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s village circle, worshipping
at his church, hosting him for tea, and joining in his Federalist
crusade against radicalism and “infidelity.” Allied with them
were Captain Jonas Minot, a prominent figure in the local elite,
and his new wife Mary Dunbar, who arrived from Keene, New
Hampshire, in 1798 with four children, including twelve-yearold daughter Cynthia, from her first marriage to the former
minister Asa Dunbar. Though no church member himself, Minot was
a faithful servant in Ripley’s campaign for orthodoxy; from 1797
to 1800 he headed a key instrument of that effort, the Charitable
Society Library, to which the Thoreau family readily donated
volumes of sermons and moral advice. Rebecca Thoreau, widowed
in 1801, had a strong streak of piety. As a young woman, she
agonized over the state of her soul, fearing to join her local
church “without clear evidence of regeneration,” and even after
she overcame those doubts, she continued to thirst for spiritual
experience. In the winter of 1810, Concord felt the stirring of
a mini-revival as anxious members of Ripley’s congregation
gathered in one another’s homes for “religious conferences,”
usually under the parson’s supervision. Rebecca Thoreau played
host to one such meeting before the minister, fearful of
“disputations and irregularities,” called the whole thing off.
At her death in 1814, Ripley eulogized the widow as a Christian
after his own heart. Serenely indifferent to theological
controversy, she focused on holy living. “One of the best of
mothers,” Ripley wrote in an anonymous tribute for The Christian
Disciple in October 1815, the faithful woman “excelled many
[C]hristians in meekness, charity, and patient submission to the
will of God.”

25. Robert A. Gross. “Faith in the Boardinghouse: New Views of Thoreau Family Religion,” Thoreau Society
Bulletin, Winter 2005
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1817
March 6, Thursday: According to BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD,
MASSACHUSETTS (Groton, 1894), William Ward of Groton and Rebecca Barrett of Concord got married
before the Reverend Ezra Ripley.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 6 of 3 M / Last evening news came of the decease of Mary
L Almy daughter of Chrsto & Lydia Almy. She was at Glcester on
a visit to her relations there was taken sick & died in a short
time he afflicted parents have returned to town. — The
particulars of her conclusion I have not understood. At meeting a few words were spoken, tho’ my mind was tossed about
a degree of favor experienced. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1818
November 10, Tuesday: John Thoreau, Senior rented the Spaulding store in Chelmsford MA. It was
customary in those heavy-drinking times for a storekeeper to pour a glass for a favored customer, so he
solicited his former pastor, the Reverend Ezra Ripley, for the letter of recommendation which he needed in
order to be able to provide this hard liquor. On the blank back of a piece of pious meditation, the Reverend
would write out the following “to whom it may concern” variety of commendation letter:
Understanding
that
Mr.
John
Thoreau,
now
of
Chelmsford, is going into business at that place, and
is about to apply for license to retail ardent spirits,
I hereby certify that I have been long acquainted with
him, that he has sustained a good character, and now
view him as a man of integrity, accustomed to
storekeeping, and of correct morals.
THOREAU RESIDENCES

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 10th of 11th M / There were two funerals in the
Neighbourhood this Afternoon, Capt Engs Wife & Benj Watsons
wife, the former of a Dropsy the latter of a Consumption. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1819
The newly minted Reverend Convers Francis, Jr. became the pastor of the 1st Parish Congregational
(Unitarian) Church in Watertown.

The Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord gave the charge and the Reverend Samuel Ripley of Waltham and

Concord led the prayer. The Reverend Convers Francis would remain pastor of this Watertown flock until
1842.
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November 18, Thursday: The Thaddeus was rounding the Horn: “We have new occasion to sing of mercies,
favorable winds, safe progress, returning health to the body and thought and life to the soul demand our
elevated praise.”
The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown, Massachusetts exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend
Ezra Ripley of Concord. His prooftext for the afternoon sermon was Matthew 9:5 and his topic was “The
Gospel Preached to the Poor.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 18th of 11 M / Meeting pretty well attended. In the last
(Preparative) no buisness excepting a request for a removal
Certificate.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
From the diary of Adlard Welby:
Fredericktown stands in a good situation, having a fine view of
the ridges of hills immediately west of it. The place is about
half the size of Lexington (Kentucky): the inhabitants seem to
be rich, having erected many good buildings both public and
private, the latter very tastefully and expensively furnished.
The Court-house, a handsome building, stands in a square which
is yet to be gravelled; on one side we remarked a lofty shed
under which were hung an enormous pair of scales, seemingly
typical of the purposes to which the central building is
devoted. Churches are plentiful, nine in number and some of them
well built. Talbot's tavern excellent and good attendance, but
charges, as they are every where on this road, very high.
This is a Slave State; an institution hateful to English ears;
yet I will observe again that after travelling through three
slave States, I am obliged to go back to theory to raise any
abhorence of it: not once during the journey did I witness an
instance of cruel treatment, nor could I discover anything to
excite commiseration in the faces or gait of the people of colour
— they walk, talk, and appear at least as independent as their
masters; in animal spirits they have greatly the advantage:
doubtless there may be instances of cruelty, but I am inclined
to think that such are of rare occurrence, and this for other
reasons, as before remarked, besides those of humanity. Upon the
question “What is the proper place of the Black in the order of
creation?” (a subject which, after so much has been said on both
sides, yet remains in dispute,) the tendency of the above
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observations may seem to place him subordinate to the white —
the next link in that chain of gradation, almost imperceptible
to us, which nature exhibits throughout all her works: yet is
the man of colour in general orderly in his conduct under the
every-day duties of life, and also instances are not wanting of
superior abilities among them, though they have not had perhaps
fair-play shewn them in this respect. I may have occasion to
observe more hereafter on this subject, mean-while let it
console the philanthropist, that if the black is not in his
proper place, yet he possesses comforts, and appears very
contented.
November 28, Sunday: “I passed a very pleasant day, & in the evening returned.” The Reverend Convers
Francis of Watertown, Massachusetts exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend Ezra Ripley of
Concord. His prooftext for the Concord morning service was Matthew 16:24 and his topic was “On Self
Denial.” His prooftext for the afternoon service was Psalm 119:60 and his topic was “On Delaying
Repentance.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 28th of 11th M / Our friend Micajah Collins attended
both our meetings which was large & he much favord in testimony.
The gospel was largely & clearly preached in the power of it to Some I believe I may say to many it was a season of rejoicing
—He with his wife Hannah Dennis & sister Ruth took tea with us
& set part of the evening & then went to See Avis Mumford who
has been some time confined by sickness, & had a pleasant
opportunity with her in her Chamber
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1820
Concord’s wooden schoolhouse burned. A brick schoolhouse would be constructed to replace it. In this new
building, one small room downstairs would be used for school, while the entire upper floor would be used by
the Masons. A member of the school board, Deacon Nehemiah Ball, lived nearby.
In this year a sermon of the Reverend Ezra Ripley would be printed, on “The obligations of parents to give
their children a virtuous education.”
August 23, Wednesday: In Boston, Edmund Quincy Sewall, a divinity student studying with the Reverend
Ezra Ripley at the Old Manse in Concord, and Caroline Ward, daughter of Colonel Joseph Ward (deceased)
and Prudence Bird Ward, did the right thing, the bride being already two or three months pregnant. The illicit
pregnancy would not impact the father’s career as a minister (the wedding document would be made to bear
the date July 19, 1820). The couple would produce first Ellen Devereux Sewall and then Edmund Quincy
Sewall, Jr.
Here is a sketch Waldo Emerson drew in his journal, of his dorm room at Harvard College, which was Hollis
15:

September 7, Thursday: During a Lake Erie storm two lake vessels were forced to tie up at the new pier being
built by Samuel Wilkeson at Buffalo Creek, New York (later the Buffalo River). The pier would hold.
The Attorney-General of England rested His Majesty’s case against Lady Caroline Amelia of BrunswickWolfenbüttel, Princess of Wales in the House of Lords. She responded by sailing down the Thames in her state
barge. An estimated 200,000 people viewed the procession.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 7th of 9th M / Father Rodman delivered a short testimony
at Meeting. — To me it was a season of great poverty. I know not
when I have passed a meeting so destitute of good
Joseph Sansom of Philadelphia was at Meeting he is a great
traveller & published several works. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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When the wooden Concord Town School had burned down the previous December 31st,
the
Corinthian Lodge of local Freemasons had volunteered to pay $400 toward the cost of replacing it, on
condition that a private staircase would be provided to an upper floor that would be reserved for their activities.
The new building, of brick, dedicated on this day by the Reverend Ezra Ripley, sported a bell cupola (two
other, outlying, new schoolhouses were also being dedicated on this day).
I wish you to realize that it is your indispensable duty to govern your
children.... I do not say you must be severe. There will be no need of
severity, if you begin discipline seasonably and pursue it with wisdom
and prudence. But they must be made to obey you. If you do not know how
to govern your children, and to command their fear and love, it is high
time you should learn. And I would there were schools for this purpose.
I believe they would be highly beneficial.

The ground floor of this building would house the town school preparing local students for college until,
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in 1851,

it would be moved across the square into the new Town Hall.

The classroom was constructed like an amphitheater. The ceiling was ten
feet high and, in the center, running from the door to the master’s
desk at the opposite end, was an aisle. On either side the floor rose
toward the wall on an inclined plane, on which were four rows of
benches, ten seats to a row, so that the master was surrounded by
students on three sides. The northwest half was the girls’ side and the
boys sat on the southeast, forty students on each side. The scholars
used wooden desks of the classic schoolroom type — lidded, bolted to
the floor, and attached to the seat in front. The master’s desk stood
on a platform sixteen inches high, facing the students. Near this, on
the floor, was an old heating stove. The room was lit with oil lamps.
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1822
During this year and the two following ones it would be Othniel Dinsmore, hired from elsewhere, who would
be the schoolmaster for Concord’s grammar students.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

Two public school teachers from outside Concord, we learn, had been beating the students and allowing
the older boys to terrorize the younger pupils. (Does that piece of information indicate that the “Abner Forbes”
in the chart above prepared by Dr. Lemuel Shattuck in 1835, had been involved?) Therefore Squire Samuel
Hoar, Dr. Abiel Heywood, Josiah Davis, Nathan Brooks, and Colonel William Whiting in this year had built
a two-story structure on Academy Lane, at about the location at which Middle Street was eventually
positioned, to begin there a private college-preparatory school, the Concord Academy.
The Academy, built in 1822, is 40 feet long, 30 wide, and 2
stories high. The grammar schoolhouse is of the same size, the
lower story being occupied as a school-room, and the upper one
as a masonic hall. It was built in place of one burnt December
31, 1819, and dedicated, with two other new ones, for primary
schools, September 7, 1820. In 1799, seven new school-houses,
one in each district, including the centre, were built at an
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expense to the town of about $4,000.26
We can compare and contrast the schooling which the Thoreau children would be receiving due to the careful
concern of their mother Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau and father John Thoreau, Senior in a town near Boston on
this side the ocean with the lack of concern for such things in another family of the period in a similar town
near London as well as in a similar family financial circumstance. Here is how Charles Dickens, in 1845 or
1846, would be describing his plight in this Year of Our Lord 1822 after having been yanked from the William
Giles schoolroom in the dock town of Chatham at the age of approximately ten:
[I]n the ease of his [father John Dickens’s] temper, and the
straitness of his means, he appeared to have utterly lost at
this time the idea of educating me at all, and to have utterly
put from him the notion that I had any claim upon him in that
regard, whatever. So I degenerated into cleaning his boots of a
morning, and my own; and making myself useful in the work of the
little house [on Bayham Street in Camden Town]; and looking
after my younger brothers and sisters (we were now six in all);
and going on such poor errands as arose out of our poor way of
living.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
26.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.
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District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school
committee was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel
Heywood, Esq., Deacon John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon
George Minott. On their recommendation, the town adopted a
uniform system of school regulations, which are distinguished
for enlightened views of education, and which, by being
generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered
our schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was
estimated, in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for
education $2,050. Few towns provide more ample means for
acquiring a cheap and competent education. I [Dr. Lemuel
Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers of the
grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually
beginning in September.
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1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

The Concord Academy was established, in 1822, by several
gentlemen, who were desirous of providing means for educating
their own children and others more thoroughly than they could
be at the grammar-school (attended, as it usually is, by a large
number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat,
commodious building was erected, in a pleasant part of the town,
by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel Hoar, the Hon.
Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who own a quarter each, and
the Hon. Nathan Brooks and Colonel William Whiting, who own an
eighth each. Their intention has always been to make the school
equal to any other similar one. It was opened in September, 1823,
under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who kept it two
years. He was succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard
Hildreth, each one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, who was
born October 15, 1801, and graduated at Harvard College in 1825,
has been the preceptor since September, 1827.27
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And this was before his father John Dickens would fall into the Marshalsea debtors’ prison south of the river
Thames, and before Charles himself would be allowed by his father and mother to fall into the child labor of
the Warren’s shoe-blacking factory off the Strand! It would not be until the author had reached 48 years of age,
in his GREAT EXPECTATIONS, that he would be able to purge himself of the memories of the helpless child of
this period, who had been so victimized by fecklessly improvident loving incompetent parents.

1822/1823 was David Henry Thoreau’s year five. The Thoreaus moved to Chelmsford MA. Little David Henry
first went to infant school while they were living there.
Later on in life, in 1851, Thoreau would write about being deprived, during this period, of “interesting books”:
When I was young and compelled to pass my Sundays in the house
without the aid of interesting books, I used to spend many an
hour till the wished-for sundown, watching the martins soar,
from an attic window; and fortunate indeed did I deem myself
when a hawk appeared in the heavens, though far toward the
horizon against a downy cloud, and I searched for hours till I
had found his mate. They, at least, took my thoughts from earthly
things.

27.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Per Professor Walter Roy Harding’s THE DAYS OF HENRY THOREAU (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966):

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
WALTER HARDING’S BIOGRAPHY
Chapter 1 (1817-1823) -Downing gives a cursory account of the Thoreau and Dunbar
heritage and more fully traces the nature and movement of the Thoreau family in
the first five years of Henry’s life.
Thoreau’s father, John, while intellectual, “lived quietly, peacefully and
contentedly in the shadow of his wife,” Mrs. Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, who was dynamic
and outspoken with a strong love for nature and compassion for the downtrodden.
•
•
•
•

1st Helen -quiet, retiring, eventually a teacher.
2nd John Jr. -“his father turned inside out,” personable, interested in ornithology, also taught.
3rd Henry (born July 12,1817) -speculative but not noticeably precocious.
4th Sophia -independent, talkative, ultimately took over father’s business and edited Henry’s posthumous
publications.

The Thoreau’s constantly struggled with debt, and in 1818 John Sr. gave up his farm
outside Concord and moved into town. Later the same year he moved his family to
Chelmsford where he opened a shop which soon failed and sent him packing to Boston
to teach school.
(Robert L. Lace, January-March 1986)

March 10, Sunday: Ellen Devereux Sewall was born in Barnstable, Massachusetts. In a reminiscence by
Ellen’s daughter Louise Osgood,28 we learn that Caroline Ward met and married Edmund Quincy Sewall while
he was “studying divinity with Dr. Ripley at the Old Manse in Concord.... After several years my [Louise
Osgood’s] grandfather [Edmund Quincy Sewall] was installed as the Unitarian minister in Scituate, where my
mother [Ellen Devereux Sewall] grew up.” Later, Ellen’s grandmother Prudence Bird Ward (Mrs. Colonel
Joseph Ward) would be a long-term boarder with the Thoreaus in Concord, and that at first she would be
boarding there with both her daughters, Miss Prudence Ward and Caroline Ward (Ellen’s mother).29
EZRA RIPLEY
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 10th of 3rd M / In our Morning Meeting Hannah Dennis
appeared in testimony & in the Afternoon father Rodman was
engaged in the Same way — Meetings were to me seasons of Some
Barraness as to life but an exercise was maintained. —
RHODE ISLAND
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
28. Louise Osgood Koopman, “The Thoreau Romance,” The Massachusetts Review, Autumn 1962 (IV:1), page 60.
29. There is therefore at least a possibility, if not a likelihood, that the young lady to whom Henry Thoreau would propose marriage,
Ellen, had been conceived as the result of a seduction occurring right there in the Thoreau home.
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May 12, Sunday: “My manner was not such as to satisfy myself.” The Reverend Convers Francis of
Watertown, Massachusetts exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord. His
prooftext for the Concord morning service was John 14:6 and his topic was “The Way, the truth, and the Life.”
His prooftext for the afternoon service was Romans 14:12 and his topic was “On the Accountability of God.”

Waldo Emerson to his journal (a crossed out entry):
I have a nasty appetite which I will not gratify.

(We may wonder for how many minutes he was able to hold out.)
Percy Bysshe Shelley’s boat, the Don Juan, arrived.
Gaetano Donizetti’s dramma La zingara to words of Tottola was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro
Nuovo, Naples. The composer would remark “the public was certainly not stingy with compliments.”
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[obscured] day 12 of 5 M / A favoured Meeting this morning H
Dennis was [obscured] afed in a lively testimony — In the
Afternoon rather lean to m

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1823
August 17, Sunday: “I spoke too loudly in the forenoon.” The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown
exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord. His prooftext for the Concord
morning service was 1st Corinthians 3:19 and his topic was “The Wisdom of the World.” His prooftext for the
afternoon service was Amos 6:1 and his topic was “On Moral Unconcern.”

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[—] day 17th of 8 M / Father Rodman & D Buffum were engaged in
lively testimony in the Morning Meeting. In the Afternoon the
Meeting was silent — Took tea [at] D Buffums. — Francis Shay of
NewYork in compnay [-ith] whom we have had a few Days pleasant
acquaintance, he appears to be a tender spirited young man &
near as we can discover much of the right stamp upon [him].
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September: The Concord Academy opened under the guidance of George Folsom, who would keep the school
for the initial couple of years of its existence and then would be succeeded by Josiah Barnes and Richard
Hildreth, each for one year.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
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according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
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1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00
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At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee
was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon
John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations,
which are distinguished for enlightened views of education, and which, by
being generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered our
schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated,
in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few
towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and competent
education. I [Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers of
the grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning in
September.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown
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The Concord Academy was established, in 1822, by several gentlemen, who were desirous of providing means
for educating their own children and others more thoroughly than they could be at the grammar-school
(attended, as it usually is, by a large number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat, commodious
building was erected, in a pleasant part of the town, by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel Hoar,
the Hon. Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who own a quarter each, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks and
Colonel William Whiting, who own an eighth each. Their intention has always been to make the school equal
to any other similar one. It was opened in September, 1823, under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who
kept it two years. He was succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard Hildreth, each one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, who was born October 15, 1801, and graduated at
Harvard College in 1825, has been the preceptor since September, 1827.30

30.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1825
The Academy committee of Concord hired Mr. Josiah Barnes to be preceptor at the Concord Academy on
Academy Lane. He would last out the school year 1825/1826 and be succeeded by Mr. Richard Hildreth for
the school year 1826/1827. Then Mr. Phineas Allen would be preceptor from 1827 until 1836,
when
his anti-Masonic activities would alienate the committee. At this point, by way of contrast with the sort of
educational opportunities to be provided somewhat later for the young David Henry Thoreau, the 13-year-old
Charles Dickens was being introduced as a day pupil into the ragged Wellington House Academy on
Hampstead Road, a strip near London soon to be transgressed by the railway. In a speech in 1857 Dickens
would describe this poor school:
[T]he respected proprietor ... was by far the most ignorant man
I have ever had the pleasure to know ... one of the worst tempered
men perhaps that ever lived, whose business it was to make as much
out of us and put as little into us as possible.... [T]hat sort
of school ... is a pernicious and abominable humbug altogether.
Fortunately, when Thoreau reached the age of 13 in Concord he would encounter no such poor excuses for
human beings and no such poor schooling, and in adult life would be impelled to deliver no such resentful
speeches.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
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to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
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pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee was chosen, consisting of the Rev.
Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations, which are distinguished for
enlightened views of education, and which, by being generally followed since, under some modification, have
rendered our schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated, in 1830, at $600, making the
annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and
competent education. I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers of the grammar-school
since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning in September.
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1826
Concord’s Orthodox meeting-house was constructed, making it much more convenient to “get it” in Concord:
July 20, 1859: … P. M.–To Eddy Bridge.
Abel Hosmer says that the Turnpike Company did not fulfill their engagement to build a new bridge over the
Assabet in 1807; that the present stone bridge was not built till about the time the Orthodox meeting-house was
built. (That was in 1826.) Benjamin says it was built soon after the meeting-house, or perhaps 1827, and was
placed some fifty feet higher up-stream than the old wooden one.

CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

According to Alfred Munroe’s CONCORD AND THE TELEGRAPH (22 pages, read before the Concord
Antiquarian Society on January 6, 1902), in this year Harrison Gray Dyar of Concord preceded the portrait
painter Samuel F.B. Morse by many, many years in the invention of the electric telegraph in America, in that
allegedly he and his brother Joseph strung a bare iron wire from tree to tree a half-mile along the “Causeway”
in Concord, Massachusetts (this would later be called Lowell Road, and Red Bridge Road). According to
Colonel William Whiting of Concord, they strung the wire over the Concord River at Hunt’s Bridge all the
way to the Curtis residence. They employed apothecary vials as glass insulators.

The sparks generated by the electrical current were recorded at the destination on a spool of moistened litmus
paper that was being revolved mechanically by a clockwork apparatus. Sparks left red marks on the litmus
paper, marks that could be interpreted to indicate letters of the alphabet.
A monument to the memory of the Reverend William Emerson was erected in Concord.
The Rev. WILLIAM EMERSON, son of the Rev. Joseph Emerson, of Malden,
was born May 21, 1743, and graduated at Harvard College in 1761.
His father was the son of Edward Emerson of Chelmsford, and
grandson of the Rev. Joseph Emerson of Mendon, who married a
daughter of the Rev. Edward Bulkeley, and died in Concord,
January 3, 1680. His mother was a daughter of the Rev. Samuel
Moody of York. The Rev. Joseph Emerson of Pepperell, and John
Emerson of Conway, were his brothers. The Rev. William Emerson
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was pastor of the church in Concord about ten years. His ardent
love for his country, as a “high son of liberty,” prevailed on
him to contribute, by his intellectual and personal services at
home and abroad, in the great conflict of the American
Revolution. On the 16th of August, 1776, he left his people with
their consent, his church, his friends and all the endearments
of domestic life, to join the army at Ticonderoga as chaplain.
He continued in office till advised by his physicians to resign
on account of ill health, and was discharged by General Gates,
September 18. He commenced his return home, but, his disease
increasing, he could not proceed. He stopped at the Rev. Benajah
Root’s, of Rutland, on Otter Creek, where he remained suffering
under a severe bilious fever, till his death, which took place
at 5 o’clock on Sunday morning, October 20, at the age of 33.
He was interred there with the honors of war by a detachment
from Colonel Vandyke’s regiment, commanded by Major Shepard. His
last sickness was borne with great composure, resignation, and
Christian fortitude. He often spoke of the endearing kindness
of his people toward him, and the pleasure he should enjoy, if
it were the will of God, to give him opportunity to show his
gratitude by exerting himself more vigorously for their good.
When the hour of dissolution seemed to be near, he appeared like
one waiting “to depart and be with Christ.” The regret, apparent
in all existing records, that he should be prematurely cut off
in his promising career of usefulness, evinces the esteem of the
society of which he was pastor. Mr. Emerson’s personal
appearance was pleasing and prepossessing; his manners familiar
and gentlemanly; his conversation communicative and facetious,
though not inconsistent with his ministerial character; in his
preaching he was popular, eloquent, persuasive, and devotional,
adapting himself, with remarkable ease, to all circumstance and
occasions; and his doctrine was evangelical. “Fervency of
spirit,” ardent zeal, love of his profession and his people,
characterized all his performances. A monument was erected by
the town to his memory in 1826, on which his character is
delineated as “enthusiastic, eloquent, affectionate, and pious;
he loved his family, his people, his God, and his country. And
to this last he yielded the cheerful sacrifice of his life.”
Mr. Emerson married Phebe, daughter of the Rev. Daniel Bliss,
August 21, 1766, by whom he had William (noticed among the
college graduates), Hannah Bliss, Phebe, Mary Moody, and
Rebecca. His widow married the Rev. Ezra Ripley, November 16,
1780, and died, February 16, 1825, aged 83, having had by him
two sons and a daughter.31
The town bell that Concord had procured from England in 1789 was replaced in this year by another one,
weighing 1,572 pounds.
In 1667, a new meeting-house was ordered to be built, to stand
between the present house and Deacon Jarvis’s. It was nearly
square and had a gallery. The lower floor had a few pews on the
out side; and the remainder was filled with seats. The roof was
square and ornamented with four projections on the sides,
resembling luthern windows or gable ends, having a window in
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each. In the centre was a “turret,” or cupola, in which the bell
was hung. On the spire was a vane in which was cut “1673,” the
date of the completion of the house.
Arrangements were made in 1710, after several meeting and
considerable discussion, for building another house. It was 60
feet long, 50 wide, and 28 “stud”; had no pews till some time
after it was built, and then only by special vote of the town,
as a favor to distinguished individuals; two galleries; no
porches nor turret; and was completed in 1712 at an expense of
£608. This house was several times repaired. In 1749 pews were
built around the lower floor, and some in the lower gallery.
January 31, 1791, the town voted to enlarge and repair the house
in its present [1835] form. It is 72 feet long, 50 wide, and 28
high; and has three porches, a spire 90 feet high, and square
pews on the lower floor, and by the walls in the gallery.
Builders, Abner Wheeler and Reuben Bryant; expense, £924. It was
dedicated January 24, 1792, when the Rev. Dr. Ripley preached a
sermon, which was printed.32
May 7, Sunday: The Rensselaer field expedition arrived at Utica, New York too late for morning services.
Some of the party would attend afternoon services at the Episcopal church. Frances, a black woman, was
engaged to cater for them all at $16 a day (this contract would cover all their food expenses).
In the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s handwriting in the Concord church’s records, there appears the following
curious notation:
The church tarried by the desire of the pastor, after the
communion service, and heard the request, in writing, of our
brothers and sisters, —John Voss and his wife, —David Hubbard,
—Phebe Wheeler, —Martha Whiting, —(and others) — to be dismissed
from this church and recommended to a Council which may be
convened for the purpose of organizing them, with others, into
a Church of Christ.... This request being sudden and unexpected
to members of the church, it was thought best not to reply to

31. The Rev. Ralph Waldo Emerson of Boston kindly loaned me a concise private journal kept by his grandfather, from
January, 1775 to August, 1776; and several letters to his wife written at Cambridge and at the Northward; which, beside
detailing some important historical facts, are remarkable for their easy, sprightly style. The Rev. Mr. Roots addressed a
letter to the church, giving an account of his last sickness. A notice of his character appeared in the Boston Gazette, November
4, 1776.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
32. Ibid.
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the request without further consideration.

What had happened? Deacon John White was leading a dissident group of religious reactionaries out of the
church, to form one more to their own liking, to be known as the Trinitarian Congregationalist congregation.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
May 21, Sunday: After the worship services, several of the members of the Rensselaer field expedition hiked
out to a native village. Asa Fitch described log huts “much warmer than some I have seen inhabited by white
people.... I had a short conversation with one of the Indians, who could speak English. Only a few could even
though they lived among whites.... Most, if not all, however, know the meaning of the words whiskey, tobacco,
etc. Dress of some very fine.”
The project of separation of a group of the parishioners of the Concord church led by the Reverend Ezra Ripley
into a separate Church of Christ was again considered, and this time, reluctantly, it was approved.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 21st of 5 M / John Wilbour & Andrew Nichols has been
engaged in visiting the families in Our preparative Meeting. I
have been egaged with them a part of the time, much to my own
satisfaction, - believing their services have been acceptable &
useful — Andrew went home yesterday Afternoon, & left John to
attend our Meeting today & finish a few visits remaining - Father
Rodman has been his conductor mostly —
John was much favoured in both our meetings - his services were
sound & edifying, & quite extensive. -I walked out to D Buffums
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where I left him to lodge. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
May 22, Monday: The cornerstone of a church for Concord’s Trinitarian Congregationists was laid.
The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition walked along a Lake Erie beach, viewing 5-foot waves.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 22 of 5 M / John Wilbour after setting in our family
this Morning (which to us was a sweet opportunity) crossed the
ferry to Connanicut where he has appointed a Meeting at 2 OC
this Afternoon & intends visiting the few families on the
Island. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 5, Tuesday: Dr. Andreas Wawruch visited Ludwig van Beethoven and diagnosed an inflammation
of the lungs. The doctor would be visiting the composer daily through December 14th.
On this day and the following one the completed church building of Concord’s Trinitarian Congregationalists,
on Walden Street, was dedicated by its initial 16 members, and a sermon by the Reverend Green of Boston,
which sermon would then be printed. It had cost about $6,000 to construct the building on the lot donated by
Ebenezer Hubbard.

The Reverend Asa Rand would preach until the ordination of the Reverend Daniel Starr Southmayd on April
25, 1827.
The Trinitarian meeting-house, built in 1826, is 60 feet long,

HDT

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

WHAT?

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
58 wide, and 22 high, with a spire of 68 feet. The entrance is
at one end, and it has narrow pews facing and descending towards
the pulpit, and a gallery at one end. Building committee, Moses
Davis, John Vose, and Ebenezer Hubbard; builder, Thomas
Benjamin; expense (including a bell weighing 1125 lbs.), between
$5,000 and $6,000. It was dedicated December 6, 1826, when the
Rev. Mr. Green of Boston preached a sermon, afterwards printed.33

33.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1827
Since the siting of the monument in celebration of “the 19th of April 1775” in the town square rather than on
the battleground itself had excited such disapproval from the citizenry of Concord, the Yeoman’s Gazette
proposed that the monument be relocated to the site of the Old North Bridge. Presumably, since there wasn’t
a bridge there any longer, the monument would have to be located on the town side of the Concord River,
where the Army troops fell, rather than on the west bank from which direction the Minutemen had been
approaching. (This impediment wouldn’t be resolved until a new bridge was constructed in 1874.) In response
to the egregious pamphlet issued in Lexington in 1825, alleging that “Inhabitants of Lexington feel it to be

particularly incumbent on them to lay this statement of facts before the publick, on account of some recent
publications stating that ‘at Concord the first blood was shed between the British and the armed Americans’,”
the Reverend Ezra Ripley had been busily collecting the depositions of Concord survivors in order to reveal
the “present pretensions and claims of the citizens of Lexington” and their “unjust claim upon the public faith”
based on what had been in Lexington not a real battle but only a “massacre.” They were attempting to “wrest
from the inhabitants of Concord” what was rightfully theirs, “the legitimate honors which their brave and
patriotic fathers achieved and bequeathed to them.” Although the Lexington militiamen deserved the “highest
praise for their courage and love of country and liberty,” all the “progress of civil liberty and national freedom
in various parts of the world” which had been made to date had begun in Concord.34

34.

Ezra Ripley, D.D. A HISTORY OF THE FIGHT AT CONCORD ON THE 19TH OF APRIL 1775.
Concord MA: Allen and Atwill, 1827
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The Reverend made passing reference to the fate of the third stricken soldier at the Old North Bridge, but
without indicating where his body had been buried.35

April 25, Wednesday: The Reverend Daniel Starr Southmayd was ordained as the pastor of Concord’s
Trinitarian Congregationalists.36 (He would serve there until 1832, not without controversy.)

35. Of the three stricken soldiers of the 4th Regiment Light Infantry Company, Thomas Smith, Patrick Gray, and James Hall,
two had died and were buried at the North Bridge itself, while the third was carried toward town before succumbing to his wounds.
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September: The Concord Academy in Concord had been established in 1822, by several gentlemen who were
desirous of providing means for educating their own children and others more thoroughly than they could be
at the grammar-school (attended, as it usually was, by a large number of scholars) or by sending them abroad.
A neat, commodious building had been erected, in a pleasant part of the town, by these proprietors (the Hon.
Samuel Hoar, the Hon. Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who owned a quarter each, and the Hon. Nathan
Brooks and Colonel William Whiting, who owned an eighth each). Their intention has always been to make
the school equal to any other similar one. The new establishment had opened for business during September
1823 under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who had kept it for its initial two years (school years 1823/
1824 and 1824/1825). He had been succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes, for one year (school year 1825/1826), and
by Mr. Richard Hildreth, for one year (school year 1826/1827). Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen
of Medfield, who had been born on October 15, 1801 and had graduated at Harvard College in 1825, at this
point was hired as the preceptor (school years 1827/1828 on until 1836, when his anti-Masonic activities

36. It seems likely, to Professor Robert A. Gross, that Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau was impressed with this young reverend, as a few
days before the ordination of the Reverend Southmayd she had given notice of her intention to leave the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s
congregation. Per “Faith in the Boardinghouse: New Views of Thoreau Family Religion”:

True to their stepmother Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau’s example,
Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau, Jane Thoreau, and Maria Thoreau made
public professions of faith over the years from 1801 to 1818.
So did Cynthia Dunbar in 1811. All single women in their late
teens and early twenties, they entered a pious sisterhood. In a
pattern common in New England Congregationalism, seven out of
ten members of the Concord church were women. But in 1826 the
“Misses Thoreau,” as they were often called in the town records,
bolted from the Reverend Ezra Ripley fold. No longer willing to
suppress misgivings over the parson’s “liberal” preaching, they
enlisted in the orthodox fight to restore “the primitive faith
of the new England pilgrims.” Elizabeth, Jane, and Maria Thoreau
were among the “little band” of nine doughty dissenters who
deserted Ripley’s flock in May 1826 and founded a Trinitarian
church. Soon they were recruiting their kin. In April 1827,
sister-in-law Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau sought and won approval to
leave the First Church in anticipation of joining its rival.
But, as it turned out, she never did. Fourteen months later, she
returned to the family pew in the First Church, having “changed
her mind,” as the Reverend Ripley happily noted in the church
records. According to Walter Harding, who drew on the oral
memories collected by Edward Emerson, the stumbling-block was
the official creed that all members of the Trinitarian church
were obliged to embrace. Cynthia Thoreau refused to accept it
“verbatim,” and the church would not allow her “staunch
independence.” By contrast, the creed proved no problem for her
siblings: brother Charles Jones Dunbar began worshiping with the
Trinitarians in 1829, sister Louisa Dunbar joined them six years
later. In a Calvinist family circle, Cynthia and her husband
John Thoreau stood alone.
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would alienate the school board).37
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
37. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
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in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee was chosen, consisting of the Rev.
Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations, which are distinguished for
enlightened views of education, and which, by being generally followed since, under some modification, have
rendered our schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated, in 1830, at $600, making the
annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and
competent education. I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers of the grammar-school
since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning in September.

HDT

WHAT?

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
September 9, Sunday: “I labored all day under the pressure of a heavy, stupefying cold.” The Reverend
Convers Francis of Watertown exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord. His
prooftext for the Concord morning service was “1st Corinthians 13:11 and his topic was “The Difference
between the Present and Future State Illustrated by the Difference between Childhood and Manhood.” His
prooftext for the first of his afternoon sermons was 1st Kings 20:11 and his topic was “The Danger of
Premature Confidence and Exaltation Illustrated.” His prooftext for the second of his afternoon sermons was
Mark 4:26-28 and his topic was “Religion like Seed Cast into the Ground.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 9th of 9 M / In the morning Meeting D B was very lively
& pertinent in testimony - grounded in the 1st Psalm. — In the
afternoon we were Silent - - In the eveng with my wife & Sr Ruth
took a walk to the lower end of the Town & stoped a while at Wm
Lee’s RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Winter: Concord’s school committee consisted of the Reverend Ezra Ripley, Dr. Abiel Heywood, Esq.,
Deacon John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt (perhaps a son of the Joseph Hunt who had died in 1812?), and Deacon
George Minott. Horatio Wood was from September 27th to August 28th the teacher of the grammar-school in
the town center (among his pupils was William Stevens Robinson, and, Franklin Benjamin Sanborn would
allege, John Thoreau, Jr.; in the following year he would teach instead at Newburyport) and was Edward
Jarvis’s principal companion out of school and study hours, walking together on many mornings. Henry
Swasey McKean had charge of the #3 “out-school” in Concord, that is, the one-room wooden school located
in the Nine-acre Corner district (this was during the winter of his senior year at Harvard College).
However, the Thoreau brothers 13-year-old John Thoreau, Jr. and 9-year-old David Henry Thoreau were
neither with schoolmaster McKean nor with schoolmaster Wood — they were instead being schooled at the
Town School in the center district under schoolmaster Edward Jarvis to prepare them for their transfer to the
Concord Academy under preceptor Phineas Allen.

REVEREND HORATIO WOOD
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1828
The mortality of Concord:
The following table, exhibiting the number of deaths [in
Concord] between several specified ages, the number each year,
the aggregate amount of their ages, average age, &c. &c. during
the 50 years commencing January 1, 1779, and ending December 31,
1828, was compiled from records carefully kept by the Rev. Dr.
Ripley [Ezra Ripley]. Great labor has been expended to make it
correct and intelligible.

Under
1

to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.

Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1779

2

0

0

1

2

0

0

0

2

4

1

0

12

578

48

1780

1

2

1

1

0

0

1

1

3

0

0

0

10

307

30

1781

3

1

0

1

0

2

0

1

1

2

1

3

15

721

48

1782

1

2

1

0

1

2

0

1

1

5

3

1

18

933

52

1783

5

2

1

0

4

2

3

1

2

3

1

0

24

811

34

1784

4

1

1

2

2

0

0

1

1

2

1

2

17

607

35

1785

2

0

1

0

3

2

2

3

2

2

0

0

17

672

39

1786

4

1

0

4

3

1

1

0

1

2

1

1

19

590

31

1787

2

2

0

0

1

2

1

1

2

0

1

0

12

416

35

1788

2

0

2

0

2

2

2

1

2

3

3

0

19

877

46

1789

3

1

0

1

2

3

0

1

1

4

1

0

17

694

41

1790

2

5

2

2

2

0

3

0

3

4

3

0

26

970

37

1791

3

1

0

0

0

1

2

1

3

3

3

0

17

841

49

1792

5

0

0

1

4

3

1

6

2

2

1

1

26

1021

39

1793

1

0

3

0

1

2

2

4

1

3

0

2

19

894

47

1794

1

1

1

0

4

3

0

1

5

1

3

1

21

1018

49

1795

0

2

0

4

3

4

1

1

2

2

2

0

21

824

39

1796

1

8

2

0

2

2

2

2

1

6

1

0

27

926

34

1797

3

1

1

1

2

1

4

1

1

3

3

0

21

893

43

Year.
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Under
1

to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.

Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1798

4

3

0

2

2

0

1

0

1

5

2

1

21

831

39

1799

0

1

0

1

4

0

2

3

4

4

1

0

20

1006

50

1800

3

7

0

0

0

4

1

2

1

4

2

1

25

926

37

1801

3

3

2

6

3

0

2

2

3

4

4

0

32

1197

37

1802

2

4

1

3

2

2

1

3

1

6

2

0

27

1067

39

1803

2

7

2

3

4

9

3

0

3

2

2

1

38

1194

31

1804

4

4

0

3

3

1

3

3

1

4

2

1

29

1037

39

1805

12

1

0

3

6

2

0

2

2

2

5

0

35

1132

32

1806

5

4

0

1

6

2

1

3

4

1

4

1

32

1201

39

1807

7

1

0

2

6

2

3

1

3

4

2

1

32

1182

37

1808

1

5

1

0

0

1

3

2

4

0

2

0

19

722

38

1809

2

3

0

0

2

1

3

1

2

2

2

1

19

821

43

1810

5

1

1

3

3

4

4

3

6

4

3

1

38

1626

45

1811

1

2

2

0

4

1

1

2

4

2

2

0

21

881

42

1812

3

6

2

1

1

5

2

2

3

3

3

1

32

1131

36

1813

3

2

1

2

4

2

3

3

1

4

2

0

27

1094

40

1814

2

0

0

0

4

4

4

1

3

0

2

2

22

1012

46

1815

4

2

4

5

4

5

3

4

5

4

6

1

47

1910

41

1816

6

1

0

1

2

0

1

3

2

4

1

0

21

802

38

1817

2

4

2

2

4

0

5

1

1

0

0

0

21

495

28

1818

2

1

0

2

1

4

1

3

3

2

1

0

20

825

41

Year.
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Under
1

to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.

Aggre.
Am. Age.

Average
Age.

1819

2

2

1

4

0

3

3

4

2

4

1

1

27

1006

37

1820

2

3

0

0

2

3

2

5

0

5

6

0

28

1374

49

1821

3

5

0

2

0

1

3

3

2

10

4

0

33

1582

48

1822

2

10

1

3

5

2

2

3

2

4

2

2

38

1285

34

1823

5

3

1

1

2

1

3

3

2

1

3

1

26

970

37

1824

4

3

0

1

1

2

4

4

3

5

2

0

29

1244

43

1825

3

7

1

1

2

2

5

6

4

6

3

0

40

1645

41

1826

8

6

4

0

3

2

8

4

1

5

2

0

43

1367

32

1827

2

2

0

0

1

3

1

2

1

0

3

0

19

893

44

1828

4

4

0

0

0

1

3

1

2

5

1

2

23

1020

48

Year.
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It is impossible to specify the diseases by which the several
persons died. As far as can be ascertained from the Rev. Dr.
Ripley’s records, it appears that about one seventh of the whole
number died of consumption, one fifth of fevers of various
kinds, one twelfth of old age, one sixteenth of canker-rash, one
nineteenth of the dropsy, one twenty-fifth of paralytic
affections, and nearly the same number each of dysentery and
casualties.
By adding the columns in the above table, we shall find that the
whole number, who died during the 50 years, was 1242; of whom
153 died under 1 year of age; 137 of 1 and under 5; 42 of 5 and
under 10; 70 of 10 and under 20; 119 of 20 and under 30; 101 of
30 and under 40; 106 of 40 and under 50; 106 of 50 and under 80;
106 of 80 and under 90; 28 of 90 and under 100; and a native
black of 105. Of these 107 died in January, 111 in February, 118
in March, 103 in April, 88 in May, 81 in June, 88 in July, 95
in August, 115 in September, 121 in October, 121 in November,
and 94 in December. These proportions generally hold good in
particular years, more deaths occurring in the spring and autumn
than at other seasons of the year. Of those who lived 80 years
and over, 54 were males and 81 females; 90 and over, 8 were males
and 21 females; 95 and over, 3 were males and 4 females. The
year when the least number of deaths occurred was 1780, and when
the greatest, 1815. The yearly average is 25 nearly. the least
average age was in 1817, the greatest average in 1812. The
aggregate amount of all the ages, for 50 years, is 49,192, and
the mean average age nearly 40. Estimating our population,
during this period, at an average of 1665, which is nearly
correct, as will appear on reference to our account of the
population, we shall find that 1 in 66 dies annually.
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153 or 1 in 8 1-8 died under 1 year.

620 or 1 in 2 lived 40 and upwards.

218 or 1 in 5 2-3 died under 2 years.

570 or 1 in 2 1-3 lived 45 and upwards.

255 or 1 in 4 8-9 died under 3 years.

514 or 1 in 2 2-5 lived 50 and upwards.

270 or 1 in 4 3-5 died under 4 years.

463 or 1 in 2 3-5 lived 55 and upwards.

290 or 1 in 4 1-3 died under 5 years.

408 or 1 in 3 1-11 lived 60 and upwards.

304 or 1 in 4 1-11 died under 6 years.

354 or 1 in 3 1-2 lived 65 and upwards.

332 or 1 in 3 3-4 died under 10 years.

296 or 1 in 4 1-5 lived 70 and upwards.

358 or 1 in 3 1-2 died under 15 years.

209 or 1 in 5 1-17 lived 75 and upwards.

402 or 1 in 3 1-11 died under 20 years.

135 or 1 in 9 1-5 lived 80 and upwards.

472 or 1 in 2 3-5 died under 25 years.

69 or 1 in 18 lived 85 and upwards.

521 or 1 in 2 2-5 died under 30 years.

29 or 1 in 42 5-6 lived 90 and upwards.

571 or 1 in 2 1-3 died under 35 years.

7 or 1 in 177 3-7 lived 95 and upwards.

622 or 1 in 2 died under 40 years.

2 lived to 99, and 1 to 105.

In these calculations minute fractions are omitted. They exhibit
results highly favorable to the health of the town. Few towns
are so healthy.38

38.

In France, 1 in 31 arrives to the age of 70; in London 1 in 10; in Philadelphia, 1 in 15; and in Connecticut 1 in 8. In Salem, 1
in 48 dies annually; in Philadelphia, 1 in 45; in Boston, 1 in 41; in London, 1 in 40; in Paris, 1 in 32; and in Vienna, 1 in 22.
— See History of Dedham and American Quarterly Review, Vol. VIII. p. 396.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

HDT

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

WHAT?

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
The “little band” of nine religious reactionaries of Concord, led by Deacon John White, established a
“Trinitarian” society and put its new church across the brook from the old church, on Walden Street. By 1830,
the Reverend Ezra Ripley would no longer have a monopoly on the religious life of Concord and thus it would
become possible for people to “sign off” from paying the parish tax to his church.

THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
Even Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau was for a time involved in this defection. Professor Robert A. Gross describes
it in his “Faith in the Boardinghouse: New Views of Thoreau Family Religion”:39
True to their stepmother Mrs. Rebecca Kettell Thoreau’s example,
Elizabeth Orrock Thoreau, Jane Thoreau, and Maria Thoreau made
public professions of faith over the years from 1801 to 1818.
So did Cynthia Dunbar in 1811. All single women in their late
teens and early twenties, they entered a pious sisterhood. In a
pattern common in New England Congregationalism, seven out of
ten members of the Concord church were women. But in 1826 the
“Misses Thoreau,” as they were often called in the town records,
bolted from the Reverend Ezra Ripley fold. No longer willing to
suppress misgivings over the parson’s “liberal” preaching, they
enlisted in the orthodox fight to restore “the primitive faith
of the new England pilgrims.” Elizabeth, Jane, and Maria Thoreau
were among the “little band” of nine doughty dissenters who
deserted Ripley’s flock in May 1826 and founded a Trinitarian
church. Soon they were recruiting their kin. In April 1827,
sister-in-law Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau sought and won approval to
39. Robert A. Gross. “Faith in the Boardinghouse: New Views of Thoreau Family Religion,” Thoreau Society
Bulletin, Winter 2005
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leave the First Church in anticipation of joining its rival.
But, as it turned out, she never did. Fourteen months later, she
returned to the family pew in the First Church, having “changed
her mind,” as the Reverend Ripley happily noted in the church
records. According to Walter Harding, who drew on the oral
memories collected by Edward Emerson, the stumbling-block was
the official creed that all members of the Trinitarian church
were obliged to embrace. Cynthia Thoreau refused to accept it
“verbatim,” and the church would not allow her “staunch
independence.” By contrast, the creed proved no problem for her
siblings: brother Charles Jones Dunbar began worshiping with the
Trinitarians in 1829, sister Louisa Dunbar joined them six years
later. In a Calvinist family circle, Cynthia and her husband
John Thoreau, Senior stood alone.
Spring: Ezra Ripley preached in the Congregational Meetinghouse in Washington DC before President John
Quincy Adams, his cabinet, and many congressmen. Before the Reverend Ripley left for Washington a
gentleman who had just been much entertained by his conversation was overheard to remark that “a man who
could tell a story so well was company for kings and John Quincy Adams.”
That spring and summer, in upstate New York, Joseph Smith, Jr. was signed up for a membership class in the
Methodist Church.
July 2, Wednesday: Dr. Edward Jarvis would be residing in Boston from some point during this year, until
some point during 1830. From his diary we learn of the events of this day the history of which has been written
by the winners:40
Got up at 5. Went to Bartletts [Dr. Josiah Bartlett]. we engaged
a coach driver & 2 horses & started from Dr Ripleys
[Reverend Ezra Ripley] at 7. Dr Bartlett, Waldo Emerson & I with
Edw. Emerson & the driver. E.E. [Edward Bliss Emerson] behaved
tolerably well. made no trouble. we bound him with a strap. —
Got to the hospital [McLean’s Asylum in Charlestown MA] at 9.
He was taken in. put in a new room in a building not finished.
E.E. was very willing to be there. said he was glad there was a
place where he could be taken care of. —We left him quiet,
content & whistling.
We know that it was during this month that the Reverend Waldo Emerson began to preach at 2d Unitarian
Church on Hanover Street in Boston.

40. Another brother, Robert Bulkeley Emerson, was always deranged to one degree or another although he was not always
institutionalized.

WALDO’S
RELATIVES
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July 6, Sunday: The Reverend Ezra Ripley made a notation in the records of his 1st Parish Church in Concord,
that “Our sister Cynthia Thoreau changed her mind, and did not offer herself for communion with the
Trinitarian Church, and is still a member of this church.”
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 6th of 7 M / Our Meetings were well attended & both
nearly silent. - The Afternoon was an uncommonly dull one to me.—
Before I went to meeting this morning I met with a plain looking
man at the door, who I took to be a man from Lynn & from his
open & familiar look it seemed as if I had seen him & as he
advanced I gave him my hand - he told me he was from Phila &
after a little familiar conversation I asked him in to the house
On conversing further I found he was not a member of our society,
but had been in his youth & was disowned for his outgoings, but
had become (as he called it) convinced, but had not joined any
society & was now travelling on truths account - I told him as
he was not a member we could not consent to his preaching in our
meeting, he said he did not attend any Meeting, but went round
chiefly conversing in families - said he had been to New Bedford
& Staid at S Rodmans. — well I said didst thou feel Saml & his
wife to be friends in the life of truth. - he replied, he did
not feel free to speak on that subject, but he could say thus
much that “while he was there he felt free” — finding what he
was, I felt but little openess [the word is crossed out] with
him & we frequently fell into long pauses. - I however told him
that I had no unity with discenters from friends such as followed
Elias Hicks - after a little dissultory conversation he got up
to go away saying that he was going to NYork in the Steam Boat
this Afternoon - I expected him at meeting but found he did not
come. —
Just as I rose from dinner he knocked at the door, came in & set
down to wait for the boat — I asked him some leading questions
on doctrinal subjects, particularly of his belief in the
Divinity of Jesus Christ, whether he believed in his character
as God & man, & whether he considered him as a meer prophet &
good man - he expressed an unwillingness to give his opinion on
these points of doctrine, & engaged[?] the necessity of
attending to the inward Light - said he was a friend to all good
folks of any denomination & that he did not meddle with
particular doctrines, especially the points on which Friends are
divided -but still where ever I found him he was associated with
those of the separatists or new order. — I told him he could not
get along so, that I knew as well as he knew any thing that there
were points which they held to that were not christian & took
away their claim to the name, that I wanted him to acknowledge
the true principle & give his strength to Orthodox Friends & not
to carry out two [?] but to come out on the right side, thus he
would openly & show himself subserve the good cause &c.
He told me that very soon after he came in in the Morning that
he perceived I was under bondage & oppression from a sense of
feeling. - I told him as to bondage, I acknowledged more of that
than I wished, & as to oppression, he was correct for I did
silently set up Lamentation over him, from an apprehension that
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he had known something of the purifying power of truth in his
heart & been in some measure enlightened by it, but from a want
of properly embracing the Doctrines of the Gospel, he had not
attained to that clearness which he ought to have done — he
should bring what I had said to judgement & if it was for him
he should take it & if not it would pass off. - & urged the
necessity of Love &c & wished me to examine & see if my own words
did not apply to myself &c
This is a very imperfect outline of all that passed between us.—
but as the opportunity was a little remarkable I thought best
to insert something of it here - - we parted Kindly. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 3, Wednesday: The Democrat from Tennessee, General Andrew Jackson, was elected President of
the United States of America, with 648,286 popular votes and 178 electoral votes.
“A large and respectable meeting of the citizens of Concord was convened ... at the Centre brick school-house,
pursuant to public notice given by Rev. Dr. Ripley after the religious exercises on Thanksgiving Day [that was
the week before], to take into consideration the expediency of forming a Lyceum in Concord.” John Keyes
became the chairman of that Concord Lyceum project, and Lemuel Shattuck became its secretary.
A committee consisting of Samuel Hoar, John Keyes, Nathan Brooks, Daniel Shattuck, Daniel Starr
Southmayd, Samuel Burr, Daniel Stone, and Lemuel Shattuck was charged to prepare a constitution for this
new society.
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 3 of 12 M / Our week day Meeting which Mary B Allen
Attended & had searching & powerful labour much to my
consolation & edification & I have no doubt she spoke to the
States & condition of many present. —
Called a little while at Moses Browns on buisness found him more
bright than yesterday —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

December 31, Wednesday: Formation of the Concord Lyceum, an expansion of the Debating Society which
had been in existence since 1822. The initial slate of officers of this association would be the Reverend Doctor
Ezra Ripley, President, Josiah Davis, 1st Vice-President, Reuben Brown, 2d Vice-President, the Reverends
Daniel Starr Southmayd and Hersey B. Goodwin, Vice-Presidents, Lemuel Shattuck, Recording Secretary,
Phineas Allen, Corresponding Secretary, Phineas How, Ephraim Merriam, Treasurer, and Dr. Josiah Bartlett,
Nehemiah Ball, Samuel Burr, Cyrus Hosmer, Daniel Stone, and Colonel William Whiting, Curators.41
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
12 M 31 1828 4th day / I feel that this is the last date that
I shall make in this Year
In a retrospection of the past Year I have the encouraging hope
that I have done nearly as well as I could - my Secret trials
have been many - know only to my God & my own Soul - & yet I feel
41. Shattuck’s HISTORY OF CONCORD would allege that the constitution of the society was adopted and the officers elected as this
date, but that would not happen until January 7th.
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that I have been many ways favourd - indeed the evidence has
been often renewed that I am still cared for, preserved &
protected by the God of my life - & how unworthy do I feel —
We have had the acceptable company of our friend Thos Howland
today, the weather being cold he Staid here after the committee
Yesterday & has been engaged today in writing an important
subject now pending in the Qry & Moy [Monthly] Meeting. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1829
A sermon of the Reverend Ezra Ripley was printed, on “The importance of just ideas of God.”
In 1793,
when the road leading to the site of Concord’s Old North Bridge had been abandoned,
the Reverend Ripley had bought the plot of land so as to be able to brag that the first fallen Army men of 1775
had died “on his own ground.” In this year we find him insisting that “The spot, the site of ground,
appears to us little less than holy, and really consecrated by Heaven to the cause of liberty and the Rights of
man.” —So, let’s hope he was in the habit of taking off his shoes whenever he ventured upon his holy
bloodsoaked property of his, where the Concordian with the hatchet had rushed up to finish off the soldier who
had not been immediately killed by his wound.
In this year the underutilized Concord and Union Turnpike that plunged in a straight line up all the steepest
hills and down all the steepest hills between Bolton and Boston, passing through Concord, became a “free
road,” which is to say, was essentially abandoned by its investors.42
The principal road to Boston, before the Charlestown bridge was
built, went south through Lincoln, Waltham, and Watertown. That
now most travelled is the great county road from Boston, through
Lexington and Concord, to Groton and to New Hampshire. The
Concord and Union Turnpike from Bolton to Boston, laid out in
1802, passes through this town, but, being hilly, is not much
travelled. It was made a free road in 1829. From $1000 to $1,500
is annually expended in repairing the highways.43

42. One can still track in some places the course of this early “straight line mania” road by watching as a telephone or power line
departs from the existing surface road and dashes straight up the side of a steep hill.

43.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
January 7, Wednesday:44 A constitution was adopted, officers were chosen, and Josiah Holbrook inaugurated
the Concord Lyceum. Initially 57 persons signed up as charter members.

President

Rev. Dr. Ripley

1st Vice-President

Josiah Davis

2nd Vice-President

Reuben Brown

Treasurer

Ephraim Merriam

Recording Secretary

Lemuel Shattuck

Corresponding Secretary

Phineas Allen

Curators

Samuel Burr, Cyrus Hosmer, Daniel Stone

(Of course, this list of 57 lyceum members does not include the name of little David Henry Thoreau; however,
there is a story that when he turned 12 years of age he would join.)
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 7th of 1 M / Silent & rather low meeting at the
Institution. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

August: The Reverend Ezra Ripley formally requested that the town of Concord provide him with an assistant
pastor, to ease his labors during his years of decline (in 1830 they would secure the services of the estimable
Reverend Hersey Bradford Goodwin, and then after the death of the Reverend Goodwin, in 1838 the services
of the still-wet-behind-the-ears Reverend Barzillai Frost).

44. Shattuck’s HISTORY OF CONCORD provides the date December 31, 1828, but that is inaccurate.
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1830
For an unknown reason Lemuel Shattuck, in his history of Concord, neglected to state the name of the town
schoolmaster of the grammar school for this year:
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

This was the state of the town’s finances:
In consequence of having to maintain eight bridges, and the
liberal appropriations for schools and other objects, the taxes
in Concord are supposed to be higher, in proportion to its
wealth, than in many towns, amounting to about $3 on every
inhabitant. In 1803, the roads and bridges, independent of a
highway tax of $1000, cost $1,244; in 1805, $967; in 1807,
$1,290; and on an average, for the last 40 years, about one
eighth of all the town expenses. The following table will
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exhibit the appropriations for several periods since.

Year.

State Tax.

County Tax.

Minister.

Incidental.

Total.

1785

£711. 6s. 4d.

£25. 3s. 3d.

£100. 10s. 9d.

£748. 8s. 1d.

£1,585. 8s. 5d.

1790

£128. 9s. 4d.

£32. 16s. 6d.

£113. 19s. 6d.

£596. 2s. 11d.

£871. 18s. 3d.

1795

$613.33

$233.16

$646.66

$2,327.15

$3,820.31

1800

$611.33

$161.56

$567.26

$2,763.52

$4,103.78

1810

$662.14

$398.92

$633.05

$3,010.47

$4,704.58

1820

$568.94

$331.13

$794.17

$4,243.92

$5,938.16

1830

$222.00

$417.17

$709.00

$4,072.01

$4,781.01

The amount of debts due from the town, in 1825, was $3,284.04,
and in 1831, $5,288.65.45
Concord paid about $600 for education during this year, including grammar education at its Town School and
college preparation at its Concord Academy, in Concord, making its annual expenditure for education sum up
to $2,050.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
45. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
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pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00
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At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee
was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon
John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations,
which are distinguished for enlightened views of education, and which, by
being generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered our
schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated,
in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few
towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and competent
education. I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers
of the grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning
in September.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown
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The Concord Academy had been established, in 1822, by several gentlemen, who were desirous of providing
means for educating their own children and others more thoroughly than they could be at the grammar-school
(attended, as it usually is, by a large number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat, commodious
building had been erected, in a pleasant part of the town, by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel
Hoar, the Hon. Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who owned a quarter each, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks
and Colonel William Whiting, who owned an eighth each. Their intention always was to make the school equal
to any other similar one. It had been opened during September 1823 under the instruction of Mr. George
Folsom, who kept it two years. He had been succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard Hildreth, each
one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, born October 15, 1801, who had graduated at
Harvard College in 1825, had been the preceptor since September, 1827.46
In Concord, beginning in this year, Cyrus Stow, Daniel Clark, and Elisha Wheeler were Selectmen.
Nathan Brooks of Concord was of the Council.
Samuel Hoar, Jr. of Concord was a Senator.
Reuben Brown, Jr. and Daniel Shattuck were Concord’s deputies and representatives to the General Court.

46.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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January 3, Sunday: The Reverend Hersey Bradford Goodwin was invited to settle in Concord as the assistant
to the Reverend Ezra Ripley at the 1st Parish Church.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 3rd of 1 M / Enoch & Lydia went out to attend Smithfield
Meeting this Morning - which left my wife & I in care of our
School Meeting It was a Silent & pretty Solid one —
In the Afternoon Wm Almy came & was much engaged in testimony
on the subject of the peaceable principle of the Gospel
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
February 17, Wednesday: The Reverend Hersey Bradford Goodwin was ordained in Concord as the assistant
to the Reverend Ezra Ripley at the 1st Parish Church.
In August, 1829, the Rev. Dr. Ripley made a formal request to
his people for assistance in his ministerial labors. A committee
was chosen, a town meeting was called, and other preliminary
measures were taken to effect this object. Mr. Goodwin, after
having preached several Sabbaths, was invited by the town,
January 3, 1830, (the church having voted not to act on the
subject in a separate capacity,) to settle as his colleague,
with an annual salary of $700 during the life of Dr. Ripley, and
$900 afterwards, and 25 cords of wood. He accepted the
invitation, and was ordained February 17, 1830. The introductory
prayer, on the occasion, was made by the Rev. Convers Francis
of Watertown; reading of the Scriptures by the Rev. Jonathan
Cole of Kingston; sermon by the Rev. James Kendall, D.D., of
Plymouth, (which was printed); consecrating prayer by the Rev.
Samuel Ripley of Waltham; charge by the Rev. Joseph Field of
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Weston; fellowship of the churches by the Rev. Ralph Waldo
Emerson of Boston; address to the people by the Rev. John White
of Dedham; and concluding prayer by the Rev. Nathaniel Whitman
of Billerica. These and the Rev. Messrs. George Ripley of
Boston, John B. Wight of East Sudbury, William H. White of
Littleton, Thomas B. Gannet of Cambridge Port, Caleb Stetson of
Medford, Frederick H. Hedge of West Cambridge, Daniel Austin of
Brighton, Wilkes Allen of Chelmsford, and delegates from their
respective churches, composed the council, of which the Rev. Dr.
Kendall was moderator, and Thomas B. Gannett scribe. The church
in Harvard College, the Twelfth church in Boston, the Second in
Waltham, the First in Cambridge, and the churches in Stow and
Sudbury, were also represented in the council by a delegate, the
pastors being engaged at the same time in an ordination in
Natick.47
A convict ship, the Roslin Castle, set sail from England for New South Wales, Australia. Of the 128 convicts
undergoing transportation, 17 had received life sentences and the average sentence was 10 years.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 17th of 2nd M 1830 / Rowland Greene Attended our Meeting
at the School House today & was largely & sweetly engaged in the
Ministry - well adapted to States & very seasonable - Some of
our mind according to ability afforded rejoiced in humility
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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February 18, Thursday: Nathaniel Brassey Halhed died in London. His collection of Oriental manuscripts
would be purchased by the British Museum, and his translation of the MAHABHARATA, unfinished, is at the
library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
Two songs for voice and piano by Hector Berlioz to words of Moore, translated by Gounet, were performed
for the initial time, in Paris: Le Coucher du soleil and Chant sacre.
The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown offered the introductory prayer as the Reverend Hersey Bradford
Goodwin was ordained as colleague to the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 18th of 2 M / Attended Preparative Meeting in Providence
- Wm Almy was very appropriate & much favourd in testimony — We
are highly favourd with a current of gospel Ministry & Oh that
we may improve under it. —
This evening we have had the very interesting company of our
dear Aged friend Moses Brown who seemed very fresh and lively & enterd into many subjects with an interest & spirit rarely met
with at an Age of over 91 Years. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1831
May 8, Sunday: The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown exchanged pulpits for the day with the
Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord. His prooftext for the Concord morning service was 2d Timothy 1:12 and
his topic was “The Christian’s Confidence.” His prooftext for the afternoon service was 1st Thessalonians 5:17
and his topic was “Pray without Ceasing.”
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1832
The National Bank of Concord was founded. Before this national bank was started (and before a savings bank
would be started, in 1835), a Samuel Burr of the green store in Concord on the site of the present Catholic
Church, who had been acting as a savings banker for the village, had died. He had been using the moneys that
people had been placing with him at interest in the operation of his store, and had been very kind in allowing
credit to his customers — but upon his death, without embezzlement, his store had been discovered actually
to be bankrupt.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
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per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00
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At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee
was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon
John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations,
which are distinguished for enlightened views of education, and which, by
being generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered our
schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated,
in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few
towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and competent
education. I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers
of the grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning
in September.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

HDT

THE REVEREND EZRA RIPLEY

WHAT?

INDEX

AND HIS

VIGOROUS CROOK

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN A WEEK
The Concord Academy was established, in 1822, by several gentlemen, who were desirous of providing means
for educating their own children and others more thoroughly than they could be at the grammar-school
(attended, as it usually is, by a large number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat, commodious
building was erected, in a pleasant part of the town, by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel Hoar,
the Hon. Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who own a quarter each, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks and
Colonel William Whiting, who own an eighth each. Their intention has always been to make the school equal
to any other similar one. It was opened in September 1823, under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who
kept it two years. He was succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard Hildreth, each one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, who was born October 15, 1801, and graduated at
Harvard College in 1825, has been the preceptor since September, 1827.48
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1833
July 28, Sunday: The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown exchanged pulpits for the day with the
Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord. His prooftext for the morning service was Hebrews 11:4 and his topic
“Being Dead, He Yet Speaketh.” His prooftext for the afternoon service was Matthew 13:25 and his topic
“While We Sleep, the Enemy Comes.”

Dom Pedro, leader of the liberal cause, entered Lisbon.
Through the efforts of Minister of Public Instruction Francois Pierre Guillaume Guizot a Primary Education
Law was enacted for France, requiring that each municipality maintain a primary school.
September: A Concord Ornamental Tree Society was formed, to sponsor the planting of trees along the town
streets. The 44 members included Dr. Josiah Bartlett, Squire Nathan Brooks, Deacon Reuben Brown, Stedman
Buttrick, Squire Samuel Hoar, Dr. Edward Jarvis, Abel Moore, the Reverend Ezra Ripley, Daniel Shattuck,
John Thoreau, Senior, and Colonel William Whiting.
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1834
March: While the sheets of Lemuel Shattuck’s massive A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD; MIDDLESEX
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS, FROM ITS EARLIEST SETTLEMENT TO 1832; AND OF THE ADJOINING TOWNS,
BEDFORD, ACTON, LINCOLN, AND CARLISLE; CONTAINING VARIOUS NOTICES OF COUNTY AND STATE
HISTORY NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED were passing through the press in preparation for the September 12, 1835
celebration of the 200th anniversary of Concord’s incorporation, the Reverend Ezra Ripley surrendered title
to land in his cow pasture for the reopening of an east bank access path and a Battle Monument at the Old North
Bridge site. There was a rumor going around, that the reverend had simply appropriated this land and added it
to his cow pasture anyway, that it actually had always belonged to the town, and that rumor may have been
true or may have been false but true or false it was doing damage and needed to be dealt with. In public, citizens
were saying that they were upset that no memorial had been placed where their militiamen had fallen upon
which the Battle at the North Bridge had taken place and where the 1st British soldier had been killed and
buried, along with a right of way to these grounds. Therefore the Reverend in formally donating the title
insisted upon a condition, that Concord must erect a suitable monument there in commemoration, by the 4th
of July three years following. Daniel Shattuck, Ephraim Merriam, and Joseph Davis would come to constitute
a committee to fulfil this obligation. At the last moment, Shattuck added an updating footnote to his work in
recognition of this recent event.
This history of Concord contained a chapter on the town’s geology which Henry Thoreau would surely study,
that had been loosely based on the “Neptunism” of Abraham Gottlob] Werner’s KURZE KLASSIFIKATION UND
BESCHREIBUNG DER VERSCHIEDEN GEBIRGSARTEN (Dresden, 1787).49
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1836
By this point the Reverend Hersey B. Goodwin had died and Dr. Edward Jarvis and Lemuel Shattuck had left
Concord. The attempt made by these three educators to put the educational principles of Johann Heinrich
Pestalozzi into practice at the Town School was a thing of the past. The School Committee had fallen into the
hands of conservatives who seemed much more interested in their own local internecine political struggles
than in the welfare of the students. The cream of the college crop was being skimmed by the private Concord
Academy, leaving in the public system the children of the poor, the dullards, and the discipline problems. Too
bad. Phineas Allen, the Preceptor at the Concord Academy, who had alienated the Academy Committee
through his anti-Masonic activities, ran for Town Clerk, and was elected. In order to understand how such a
change of power in the little town of Concord could be related to the torching of the Ursuline Convent near
Boston, and in order to understand how rioters who had committed an anti-religious arson could be acquitted
in the Middlesex County courts, it is necessary to understand something of the anti-Masonic fervor which was
sweeping the nation. Here is the story, in brief: William Morgan, a Mason, had become disaffected in a struggle
internal to the fraternity and had published, in defiance of his oath of secrecy, the rites of the order. He had
then, in Canandaigua NY, mysteriously disappeared, and it was rumored that the Masons had ordered that he
be executed. John Quincy Adams, former president of the US, lost his head and published an attack on this
fraternal organization. Then, while visiting Boston, Adams had happened to meet Squire Samuel Hoar of
Concord, and had asked for his opinion. Old Sam had given it to him straight between the headlights:

It seems to me, Mr. Adams, there is but one
thing in the world sillier than Masonry.
That is Antimasonry.
But in Concord, a 3d-degree Mason and the owner of the Gazette, Hermon Atwill, resigned from the fraternity
and republished the secrets published by the defector William Morgan. Concord became as bitterly divided
as the nation. The sheriff of Middlesex County, Abel Moore, collected and consolidated all the outstanding
bills that could be charged against the Gazette, and presented them for immediate payment in cash in an
attempt to drive the paper out of existence. The Concord Bank, newly founded, called for payment of its note.
John Keyes attempted to foreclose the mortgage. Atwill was no longer the owner of the Gazette, which became
the Whig paper, and so he funded the Freeman in order to continue his Antimasonic crusade. With the
harmlessness of the Masonic conspiracy and the ridiculousness of the Antimasonic evil-mongering becoming
more and more obvious to everyone, Francis Richard Gourgas soon took over this undercapitalized gazette and
turned it into a Democratic newspaper.
At the Concord Town Meeting, the citizens were so bitterly divided that it took them four ballots before they
could even agree on a presiding officer. In the election of public officials, all the old Masonic affiliates were
unseated and replaced with new Antimasonic officials. On the first ballot for the main position, Clerk of the
Town of Concord Phineas Allen, representing the Antimasons, tied with Dr. Abiel Heywood, who had been
clerk for 38 years and was sympathetic with Masonry. On the second ballot, Allen was elected by a margin of
seven votes. The electorate was then persuaded to give Dr. Heywood a vote of thanks for 38 years of
uninterrupted service to the town.
EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
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children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
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the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 71/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.

District. Old Names.

1801.

1811.

1821.

1830.

1832.

No. 1. Central

$382.92

$791.48

$646.15

$789.18

$761.25

No. 2. East

95.28

155.45

160.26

109.69

110.56¼

No. 3. Corner

68.49

135.48

142.48

117.00

119.62-½

No. 4. Darby

70.53

130.69

123.10

138.23

125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett

107.29

163.51

145.89

125.11

119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road

64.63

105.41

93.55

79.16

103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick

67.64

126.68

114.16

84.77

103.31¼

Individuals

22.22

41.30

24.41

6.86

7.25

$884.00

1,650.00

1,450.00

1,450.00

1,450.00
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At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school committee
was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel Heywood, Esq., Deacon
John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon George Minott. On their
recommendation, the town adopted a uniform system of school regulations,
which are distinguished for enlightened views of education, and which, by
being generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered our
schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was estimated,
in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for education $2,050. Few
towns provide more ample means for acquiring a cheap and competent
education. I [Lemuel Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers of
the grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually beginning in
September.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year

1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown
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The Concord Academy was established, in 1822, by several gentlemen, who were desirous of providing means
for educating their own children and others more thoroughly than they could be at the grammar-school
(attended, as it usually is, by a large number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat, commodious
building was erected, in a pleasant part of the town, by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel Hoar,
the Hon. Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who own a quarter each, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks and
Colonel William Whiting, who own an eighth each. Their intention has always been to make the school equal
to any other similar one. It was opened in September, 1823, under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who
kept it two years. He was succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard Hildreth, each one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, who was born October 15, 1801, and graduated at
Harvard College in 1825, has been the preceptor since September 1827.50
I [the young John Shepard Keyes] had played truant every
afternoon that previous winter spending the school hours at the
foundry or the shops or the stables with no rebuke from the
teacher, report to my parents or effect on my lessons. The
nervous irritable Phineas had been worsted in a regular fight
with Isaac Fiske a big boy from Weston whom he attempted to
ferule, and who took away the ruler and broke it over the
teachers head, ruining the gold spectacles, and the little
discipline there had been in the school with a single blow.

J.S. KEYES AUTOBIOGRAPHY

50.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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August 28, Sunday: The balloon of the intrepid master Boston goldbeater and aeronaut Louis Lauriat again
graced the skies from beautiful Castle Garden, the battery at the toe of Manhattan Island. Meanwhile. out on
the Atlantic Ocean, the Alert and its intrepid crew inclusive of the young Harvard College man Richard Henry
Dana, Jr., decidedly on their way home, began to catch the cool, steady north-east trade winds.
AND NOW, FOR SOMETHING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT, A REPORT FROM OUR SAILOR:
Sunday, August 28th, in lat. 12 N. The trade-wind clouds had been in sight for a day or two previously,
and we expected to take them every hour. The light southerly breeze, which had been blowing languidly
during the first part of the day, died away toward noon, and in its place came puffs from the north-east,
which caused us to take our studding-sails in and brace up; and in a couple of hours more, we were bowling
gloriously along, dashing the spray far ahead and to leeward, with the cool, steady north-east trades,
freshening up the sea, and giving us as much as we could carry our royals to. These winds blew strong
and steady, keeping us generally upon a bowline, as our course was about north-northwest; and sometimes,
as they veered a little to the eastward, giving us a chance at a main top-gallant studding-sail; and sending
us well to the northward, until–
The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend Ezra Ripley of
Concord. His prooftext for the Concord morning service was Luke 34:52 and his topic was “Why Seek Ye the
Living among the Dead?”

At an age of approximately seven, William Stephen Coleman was baptized at Horsham, West Sussex. He
would train as a surgeon but not practice.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 28th of 8th M 1836 / Our Meetings were pretty good
seasons Father Rodman had short & accepable testimonies in each
We had Several Strangers at Meeting with us among them were Jos
Estes & Christer Davis from Fall River two young men who came
on purpose to attend our Meeting — I invited them to Dinner with
is & Christie being an old Scholar at the YMB School while we
were there we were particularly glad to see him & pleased with
a renewal of our acquaintance
When I began this No 15 of my Diary it was not my prospect to
have written frequently in it - but it seems that within less
than three years it is so large that another has become necessary
— Altho I may not have been very diffinite in my allusions I can
now say that some of the keenest trials of my life occurd in the
latter part of No 14 & the forepart of this present No 15 of my
Diary — There is also many seasons of Rejoicings occurd in the
space of the Same time — Thanks giving & praise is therefore due
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from me to the Authhor of all good for the many blessings &
Mercies recd at his hand

[signed large] Stephen Gould
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

[two pages of nearly illegible genealogical
chart follows, not in his hand]
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1837
February 1, Wednesday: The Reverend Barzillai Frost was ordained as a teacher and as a colleague for the
Reverend Ezra Ripley in the Concord church. The prayer of consecration was offered by the Reverend Convers
Francis of Watertown.

According to the recollections of young John Shepard Keyes, the Reverend Frost would be at least at first
uninspiring:
[He] had been a mathematics tutor at Cambridge and ought never
to have been anything else. He was a very old, dried up, cast
iron conservative cold critter, that suited the old fashioned
notions of some of his parishioners, and never interested any
of the live young people. I began to recite to him while he lived
at Dr Ripleys, and the dull gloomy Old Manse only increased his
dulness and dyspesia It was almost too much for my spirits and
if it had lasted much longer might have made a minister or worse
of even me — But in June Mr Frost married a very rosy bright
agreeable lady a Miss Stone of Framingham and they took east
side of the double brick house on Main St. and began housekeeping
Col Whiting had built this house a year or two before bringing
the bricks in canal boats from Lowell up the river to the bottom
of the lot, a feat of navigation that greatly interested us boys—
also that same season 1836 the monument at the battleground had
been teamed from Carlise by Mr Wilkins and set up, where it could
be seen from the windows of the Parsons study when I recited to
him. But he had got settled and waked up by his new wife and
home and lessons were more interesting and better after this
vacation and I made some progress towards being fitted during
that summer.

J.S. KEYES AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 1st of 2nd M Attended the Select Qrly Meeting —It was a
time of some searching but on the whole a pretty good Meeting —
we had the company of our friends John Meader & wife Moses Beedie
& Daniel Clapp & Susan Howland, who with the exception of Moses
Beedie are out with minutes from their Meetings
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Dined at Wm Jenkins’s - lodged at Jonathon Congdons
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 20, Tuesday: William IV of England died of pneumonia in Windsor Castle. The body would be interred
in Windsor, Berkshire, England.

At the request of the Reverend Ezra Ripley, on or about this date Waldo Emerson wrote President Josiah
Quincy, Sr. of Harvard College, requesting special consideration for Henry David Thoreau due to financial
hardship.51
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1838
May 1, Tuesday: The Reverend Ezra Ripley wrote a letter of introduction for Henry David Thoreau as the young man
set out to try to find a teaching job in Maine:

The undersigned very cheerfully hereby introduces to public
notice, the bearer, Mr. David Henry Thoreau, as a Teacher in the
higher branches of useful literature. He is a native of this
town, & a graduate of Harvard University. He is well disposed &
well qualified to instruct the rising generation. His
scholarship & moral character will bear the strictest scrutiny.
He is modest & mild in his disposition & government, but not
wanting in energy of character & fidelity in the duties of his
profession. It is presumed, his character & usefulness will be
appreciated more highly as an acquaintance with him shall be
cultivated. Cordial wishes for his success, reputation, &
51. In Volume II of RECOLLECTIONS OF SEVENTY YEARS, page 319, Franklin Benjamin Sanborn would write that “Ellery Channing
was for a few months in Harvard College with Thoreau, and Marston Watson, a year or two later, was a sophomore while Thoreau
was a senior, and used to see the Concord naturalist crossing the yard (as he told me) ‘in a green coat, — green, I suppose, because
the college rules required black.’” In fact it was required in the college broadside printed in double-column format and entitled
EXTRACTS FROM THE LAWS OF HARVARD COLLEGE, FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF STUDENTS, that
the “Cantabs” (the Harvard College undergrads) be decked out in blue grey, or dark blue, or black (Cambridge MA: no date but circa
1830s). In this broadside, Law II was: “A four hundred dollar bond for tuition must be placed with the college Steward,” Law III
was: “Students must sign a promise to observe the laws of Harvard College during their tenure as students,” and Law IX was: “All
undergraduates shall be clothed in coats of blue grey, or of dark blue, or of black....” The usual hypothesis was that Thoreau was
simply defying convention, but in fact his family may have been too poor to provide him with the indicated attire.
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usefulness attend him, as an instructor & gentleman.
When he left for his tour of Maine in search of a teaching position (at a private school where he would have
more freedom) he would also carry with him a reference from Emerson:
I cordially recommend Mr. Henry D. Thoreau, a graduate of
Harvard University in August, 1837, to the confidence of such
parents or guardians as may propose to employ him as an
instructor. I have the highest confidence in Mr. Thoreau’s moral
character and in his intellectual ability. He is an excellent
Scholar, a man of energy & kindness, & I shall esteem the town
fortunate that secures his Services. [Harding, DAYS, page 65]
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 5 M 1st 1838 / After dinner In company with Henry Gould,
Isaac Mitchell & Thos P Nichols, with Lydia Ann Gould & Rebecca
Mitchell Sat out for Greenwich by way of Wickford & arrived there
in season to get land conveyance to Greenwich by Sunsett - We
took Quarters at Updikes Tavern & staid there during the
Quarterly Meeting on 4th day I attended Select & the Meeting for
Sufferings - on 5th day the Meeting at large which was a time
of some favour thro’ the Instrumentality of our friend John
Meader After dining at Updikes we took the Steam Boat Kingston
with the Most riotous & Drunk company I ever Met with who had
been down to Newport to the Genl Election. & went to Providence
& lodged at Wm Jenkins
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September 23, Sunday: The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend
Ezra Ripley of Concord. His prooftext for the Concord morning service was John 6:47 and his topic was “He
That Believeth on the Son Hath Everlasting Life.” His prooftext for the afternoon service was Acts 21:11 and
his topic was “The Language of Action.”
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1840
November 8, Sunday: The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend
Ezra Ripley of Concord. His prooftext for the Concord morning service was 2d Kings 6:17 and his topic was
“Elisha, Vision of the Horses and Chariots of Fire.”
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1841
June 13, Sunday: The Reverend Samuel Ripley preached the final sermon in the old church of the Reverend Ezra
Ripley (who had baptized little David Henry Thoreau), before it was torn down, but Thoreau was the only
person from the Emerson household to attend in spite of the fact that Samuel was Waldo Emerson’s uncle and
in spite of the fact that this structure had loomed large in the previous lives of the Emersons.
September 21, Tuesday: As the Reverend Ezra Ripley had grown older, to help him cope the town of Concord had
called in the services of assistant ministers. In 1830 they had secured the services of the Reverend Hersey
Bradford Goodwin, and then after the death of the Reverend Goodwin, in 1838, they had secured the services
of the young Reverend Barzillai Frost. The Reverend Ripley was, nevertheless, composing a sermon when he
died on this morning. Waldo Emerson wrote in his journal:
Dr Ripley died this morning.... His horror at the doctrine of
non-resistance was amusing, for he actually believed that once
abrogate the laws, promiscuous union of the sexes would
instantly take place!

Emerson would also write “The fall of this oak makes some sensation in the forest, old and doomed as it was,”
and “Well the new is only the seed of the old. What is this abolition and Nonresistance and Temperance but
the continuation of Puritan-ism, though it operate inevitably the destruction of the Church in which it grew.”
This funeral would occasion “A Sermon Delivered at the Funeral of the Rev. Ezra Ripley,” by the Reverend
Barzillai Frost, and “Death of the Aged,” by the Reverend Convers Francis. (Since the First Parish Church
structure was at this time undergoing restoration, his funeral would need to be transacted in the Trinitarian
Congregational Church which stood across the brook.)
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September 23, Thursday: Friend Lucretia Mott preached at Marlboro Chapel in Boston as part of the New England
Non-Resistance Society’s annual meeting.52

Lucretia Coffin Mott in 1841
The opening prayer at the funeral of the Reverend Ezra Ripley was offered by the Reverend Convers Francis
of Watertown.

Since the First Parish Church structure was at this time undergoing restoration, his funeral had needed to be
scheduled for the Trinitarian Congregational Church which stood across the brook. This ceremony would
occasion “A Sermon Delivered at the Funeral of the Rev. Ezra Ripley,” by the Reverend Barzillai Frost, and
“Death of the Aged,” by the Reverend Francis.

52. I do not know whether Thoreau came into Boston to hear her, or whether Mott made it to Concord on this trip — but I would
like to know.
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September 26, Sunday: The Reverend Convers Francis of Watertown preached for the faithful of Concord to fill in
after the death of the Reverend Ezra Ripley. His prooftext for the Concord morning service was 2d Corinthians
5:4 and his topic was “Mortality Swallowed Up of Life.”

Here is Nathaniel Hawthorne’s entry in his AMERICAN NOTEBOOKS, followed by the manner in which the entry
has been rendered into poetry by Robert Peters:
A walk this morning along the Needham road. A clear, breezy morning, after nearly a week of cloudy and
showery weather. The grass is much more fresh and vivid than it was last month, and trees still retain much of
their verdure, though here and there is a shrub or a bough arrayed in scarlet and gold. Along the road, in the
midst of a beaten track, I saw mushrooms or toadstools, which had sprung up probably during the night.
The houses in this vicinity are, many of them, quite antique, with long, sloping roofs, commencing at a few feet
from the ground, and ending in a lofty peak. Some of them have huge, old elms overshadowing the yard. One
may see the family sleigh near the door, it having stood there all through the summer sunshine, and perhaps with
weeds sprouting through the crevices of its bottom, the growth of the months since snow departed. Old barns,
patched and supported by timbers leaning against the sides, and stained with the excrement of past ages.
In the forenoon, I walked along the edge of the meadow, towards Cow Island. Large trees, almost a wood,
principally of pine with the green pasture-glades intermixed, and cattle feeding. They cease grazing when an
intruder appears, and look at him with long and wary observation, then bend their heads to the pasture again.
Where the firm ground of the pasture ceases, the meadow begins, — loose, spongy, yielding to the tread,
sometimes permitting the foot to sink into black mud, or perhaps over ankles in water. Cattle paths, somewhat
firmer than the general surface, traverse the dense shrubbery which has overgrown the meadow. This shrubbery
consists of small birch, elders, maples, and other trees, with here and there white pines of larger growth. The
whole is tangled and wild and thick-set, so that it is necessary to part the nestling stems and branches, and go
crashing through. There are creeping plants of various sorts, which clamber up the trees, and some of them have
changed color in the slight frosts which already have befallen these low grounds, so that one sees a spiral wreath
of scarlet leaves twining up to the top of a green tree, intermingling its bright hues with their verdure, as if all
were of one piece. Sometimes, instead of scarlet, the spiral wreath is of a golden yellow.
Within the verge of the meadow, mostly near the firm shore of pasture ground, I found several grape-vines, hung
with an abundance of large purple grapes. The vines had caught hold of maples and alders, and climbed to the
summit, curling round about and interwreathing their twisted folds in so intimate a manner that it was not easy
to tell the parasite from the supporting tree or shrub. Sometimes the same vine had enveloped several shrubs,
and caused a strange, tangled confusion, converting all these poor plants to the purpose of its own support, and
hindering their growing to their own benefit and convenience. The broad vine-leaves, some of them yellow or
yellowish-tinged, were seen apparently glowing on the same stems with the silver-maple leaves, and those of
the other shrubs, thus married against their will by the conjugal twine; and the purple clusters of grapes hung
down from above and in the midst, so that one might “gather grapes,” if not “of thorns,” yet of as alien bushes.
One vine had ascended almost to the tip of a large white pine, spreading its leaves, and hanging its purple
clusters among all its boughs, — still climbing and clambering, as if it would not be content till it had crowned
the very summit with a wreath of its own foliage and bunches of grapes. I mounted high into the tree and ate
the fruit there, while the vine wreathed still higher into the depths above my head. The grapes were sour, being
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not yet fully ripe. Some of them, however, were sweet and pleasant.

The Grape-Vines
The vines had caught hold
of maples and alders
and climbed to the top
curling round about
interwreathing their twisted
folds so that
it was not easy to tell
the parasite from the
supporting shrub. Sometimes
the same vine enveloped several
shrubs and caused a strange
tangled confusion, converting
all these poor plants to supports,
hindering their growing
to their own benefit.
The broad vine-leaves
growing on the same stems
with silver maple leaves
were thus married
against their will
by this conjugal twine.
One vine ascended to the tip-top
of a large white pine, spreading
its leaves and hanging its purple
clusters among all its boughs — still
climbing and clambering.
I mounted high into the tree
and ate grapes there while the vine
wreathed still higher
into the depths of the tree
above my head.
September 26, 1841

Robert Peters. HAWTHORNE: POEMS ADAPTED FROM THE AMERICAN NOTEBOOKS.
Fairfax CA: Poet-Skin / Red Hill Press, 1977
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October 1, Friday: Waldo Emerson’s obituary for the Reverend Ezra Ripley was interestingly different from his private
opinion of the deceased:

By way of radical contrast, this had been Emerson’s private opinion in regard to the Reverend:
Dr Ripley died this morning.... His horror at the doctrine of
non-resistance was amusing, for he actually believed that once
abrogate the laws, promiscuous union of the sexes would
instantly take place!

Nathaniel Hawthorne to his AMERICAN NOTEBOOKS:
Friday, October 1.—I have been looking at our four swine,—not of the last lot, but those in process of fattening.
They lie among the clean rye straw in the sty, nestling close together; for they seem to be beasts sensitive to the
cold, and this is a clear, bright, crystal morning, with a cool, northwest wind. So there lie these four black swine,
as deep among the straw as they can burrow, the very symbols of slothful ease and sensuous comfort. They seem
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to be actually oppressed and overburdened with comfort. They are quick to notice any one's approach, and utter
a low grunt thereupon,—not drawing a breath for that particular purpose, but grunting with their ordinary
breath,—at the same time turning an observant, though dull and sluggish, eye upon the visitor. They seem to be
involved and buried in their own corporeal substance, and to look dimly forth at the outer world. They breathe
not easily, and yet not with difficulty nor discomfort; for the very unreadiness and oppression with which their
breath comes appears to make them sensible of the deep sensual satisfaction which they feel. Swill, the remnant
of their last meal, remains in the trough, denoting that their food is more abundant than even a hog can demand.
Anon, they fall asleep, drawing short and heavy breaths, which heave their huge sides up and down; but at the
slightest noise they sluggishly unclose their eyes, and give another gentle grunt. They also grunt among
themselves, without any external cause; but merely to express their swinish sympathy. I suppose it is the
knowledge that these four grunters are doomed to die within two or three weeks that gives them a sort of
awfulness in my conception. It makes me contrast their present gross substance of fleshly life with the
nothingness speedily to come. Meantime the four newly-bought pigs are running about the cow-yard, lean,
active, shrewd, investigating everything, as their nature is. When I throw an apple among them, they scramble
with one another for the prize, and the successful one scampers away to eat it at leisure. They thrust their snouts
into the mud, and pick a grain of corn out of the rubbish. Nothing within their sphere do they leave unexamined,
grunting all the time with infinite variety of expression. Their language is the most copious of that of any
quadruped, and, indeed, there is something deeply and indefinably interesting in the swinish race. They appear
the more a mystery the longer one gazes at them. It seems as if there were an important meaning to them, if one
could but find it out. One interesting trait in them is their perfect independence of character. They care not for
man, and will not adapt themselves to his notions, as other beasts do; but are true to themselves, and act out their
hoggish nature.
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EZRA RIPLEY, D. D.
WE love the venerable house
Our fathers built to God :
In Heaven are kept their grateful vows,
Their dust endears the sod.
From humble tenements around
Came up the pensive train
And in the church a blessing found
That filled their homes again.

EZRA RIPLEY was born May 1, 1751 (O. S.), at Woodstock, Connecticut. He was the fifth of the nineteen
children of Noah and Lydia (Kent) Ripley. Seventeen of these nineteen children married, and it is stated that
the mother died leaving nineteen children, one hundred and two grandchildren and ninety-six greatgrandchildren. The father was born at Hingham, on the farm purchased by his ancestor, William Ripley, of
England, at the first settlement of the town; which farm has been occupied by seven or eight generations. Ezra
Ripley followed the business of fanning till sixteen years of age, when his father wished him to be qualified to
teach a grammar school, not thinking himself able to send one son to college without in-jury to his other
children. With this view, the father agreed with the late Rev. Dr. Forbes of Gloucester, then minister of North
Brookfield, to fit Ezra for college by the time he should be twenty-one years of age, and to have him labor
during the time sufficiently to pay for his instruction, clothing and books.
But, when fitted for college, the son could not be contented with teaching, which he had tried the preceding
winter. He had early manifested a desire for learning, and could not be satisfied without a public education.
Always inclined to notice ministers, and frequently attempting, when only five or six years old, to imitate them
by preaching, now that he had become a professor of religion he had an ardent desire to be a preacher of the
gospel. He had to encounter great difficulties, but, through a kind providence and the patronage of Dr. Forbes,
he entered Harvard University, July, 1772. The commencement of the Revolutionary War greatly interrupted
his education at college. In 1775, in his senior year, the college was removed from Cam-bridge to this town.
The studies were much broken up. Many of the students entered the army, and the class never returned to
Cambridge. There were an unusually large number of distinguished men in this class of 1776 : Christopher
Gore, Governor of Massachusetts and Senator in Congress; Samuel Sewall, Chief Justice of Massachusetts;
George Thacher, Judge of the Supreme Court; Royall Tyler, Chief Justice of Vermont; and the late learned Dr.
Prince, of Salem.
Mr. Ripley was ordained minister of Concord November 7, 1778. He married, November 16, 1780, Mrs.
Phoebe (Bliss) Emerson, then a widow of thirty-nine, with five children. They had three children : Samuel,
born May 11, 17 83; Daniel Bliss, born August 1, 1784 Sarah, born April 8, 1789. He died September 21, 1841.
To these facts, gathered chiefly from his own diary, and stated nearly in his own words, I can only add a few
traits from memory.
He was identified with the ideas and forms of the New England Church, which expired about the same time
with him, so that he and his coevals seemed the rear guard of the great camp and army of the Puritans, which,
however in its last days declining into formalism, in the heyday of its strength had planted and liberated
America. It was a pity that his old meeting-house should have been modernized in his time. I am sure all who
remember both will associate his form with whatever was grave and droll in the old, cold, unpainted,
uncarpeted, square-pewed meeting-house, with its four iron-gray deacons in their little box under the put pit,
— with Watts’s hymns, with long prayers, rich with the diction of ages; and not less with the re-port like
musketry from the movable seats. He and his contemporaries, the old New England clergy, were believers in
what is called a particular providence, — certainly, as they held it, a very particular providence, — following
the narrowness of King David and the Jews, who thought the universe existed only or mainly for their church
and congregation. Perhaps I cannot better illustrate this tendency than by citing a record from the diary of the
father of his predecessor, the minister of Malden, written in the blank leaves of the almanac for the year 1735.
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The minister writes against January 31st : “Bought a shay for 27 pounds, 10 shillings. The Lord grant it may
be a comfort and blessing to my family.” In March following he notes : Had a safe and comfortable journey to
York.” But April 24th, we find : “Shay over-turned, with my wife and I in it, yet neither of us much hurt.
Blessed be our gracious Preserver. Part of the shay, as it lay upon one side, went over my wife, and yet she was
scarcely anything hurt. How wonderful the preservation.” Then again, May 5th : “Went to the beach with three
of the children. The beast, being frightened when we were all out of the shay, overturned and broke it. I desire
(I hope I desire it) that the Lord would teach me suitably to repent this Providence, to make suitable remarks
on it, and to be suitably affected with it. Have I done well to get me a shay? Have I not been proud or too fond
of this convenience? Do I exercise the faith in the Divine care and protection which I ought to do ? Should I
not be more in my study and less fond of diversion ? Do I not withhold more than is meet from pious and
charitable uses?” Well, on 15th May we have this : “Shay brought home; mending cost thirty shilling’s.
Favored in this respect beyond expectation.” 16th May : “My wife and I rode together to Rumney Marsh. The
beast frighted several times.” And at last we have this record, June 4th: “Disposed of my shay to Rev. Mr.
White.”
The same faith made what was strong and what was weak in Dr. Ripley and his associates. He was a perfectly
sincere man, punctual, severe, but just and charitable, and if he made his forms a strait-jacket to others, he wore
the same himself all his years. Trained in this church, and very well qualified by his natural talent to work in
it, it was never out of his mind. He looked at every person and thing from the parochial point of view. I remember, when a boy, driving about Concord with him, and in passing each house he told the story of the family
that lived in it, and especially he gave me anecdotes of the nine church members who had made a division in
the church in the time of his predecessor, and showed me how every one of the nine had come to had fortune
or to a bad end. His prayers for rain and against the lightning, “that it may not lick up our spirits”; and for good
weather; and against sickness and insanity; “that we have not been tossed to and fro until the dawning of the
day, that we have not been a terror to ourselves and others;” are well remembered, and his own entire faith that
these petitions were not to be overlooked, and were entitled to a favor-able answer. Some of those around me
will re-member one occasion of severe drought in this vicinity, when the late Rev. Mr. Goodwin offered to
relieve the Doctor of the duty of leading in prayer; but the Doctor suddenly remembering the season, rejected
his offer with some humor, as with an air that said to all the congregation, “This is no time for you young
Cambridge men; the affair, sir, is getting serious. I will pray myself.” One August afternoon, when I was in his
hayfield helping him with his man to rake up his hay, I well remember his pleading, almost reproachful looks
at the sky, when the thunder gust was coming up to spoil his hay. He raked very fast, then looked at the cloud,
and said, “We are in the Lords hand; mind your rake, George ! We are in the Lord’s hand;” and seemed to say,
“You know me; this field is mine, — Dr. Ripley’s, — thine own servant !
He used to tell the story of one of his old friends, the minister of Sudbury, who, being at the Thursday lecture
in Boston, heard the officiating clergy-man praying for rain. As soon as the service was over, he went to the
petitioner, and said, “You Boston ministers, as soon as a tulip wilts under your windows, go to church and pray
for rain, until all Concord and Sudbury are under water.” I once rode with him to a house at Nine Acre Corner
to attend the funeral of the father of a family. He mentioned to me on the way his fears that the oldest son, who
was now to succeed to the farm, was becoming intemperate. We presently arrived, and the Doctor addressed
each of the mourners separately : “Sir, I condole with you.” “Madam, I condole with you.” “Sir, I knew your
great-grandfather. When I came to this town, your great-grandfather was a substantial farmer in this very place,
a member of the church, and an excellent citizen. Your grandfather followed him, and was a virtuous man. Now
your father is to be carried to his grave, full of labors and virtues. There is none of that large family left but
you, and it rests with you to bear up the good name and usefulness of your ancestors. If you fail, Ichabod, the
glory is departed. Let us pray.” Right manly he was, and the manly thing he could always say. I can remember
a little speech he made to me, when the last tie of blood which held me and my brothers to his house was broken
by the death of his daughter. He said, on parting, “I wish you and your brothers to come to this house as you
have always done. You will not like to be excluded; I shall not like to be neglected.”
When “Put” Merriam, after his release from the state prison, had the effrontery to call on the doctor as an old
acquaintance, In the midst of general conversation Mr. Frost came in, and the doctor presently said, “Mr.
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Merriam, my brother and colleague, Mr. Frost, has come to take tea with me. I regret very much the causes
(which you know very well) which make it impossible for me to ask you to stay and break bread with us.” With
the Doctor’s views it was a matter of religion to say thus much. He had a reverence and love of society, and
the patient, continuing courtesy, carrying out every respectful attention to the end, which marks what is called
the manners of the old school His hospitality obeyed Charles Lamb’s rule, and “ran fine to the last.” His
partiality for ladies was always strong, and was by no means abated by time. He claimed privilege of years,
was much addicted to kissing; spared neither maid, wife, nor widow, and, as a lady thus favored remarked to
me, “seemed as if he was going to make a meal of you.
He was very credulous, and as he was no reader of books or journals, he knew nothing beyond the columns of
his weekly religious newspaper, the tracts of his sect, and perhaps the Middlesex Yeoman. He was the easy
dupe of any tonguey agent, whether colonizationist or anti-papist, or charlatan of iron combs, or tractors, or
phrenology, or magnetism, who went by. At the time when Jack Downing’s letters were in every paper, he
repeated to me at table some of the particulars of that gentleman’s intimacy with General Jackson, in a manner
that betrayed to me at once that he took the whole for fact. To undeceive him, I hastened to recall some
particulars to show the absurdity of the thing, as the Major and the President going out skating on the Potomac,
etc. “Why,” said the Doctor with perfect faith, “it was a bright moon-light night”; and I am not sure that he did
not die in the belief in the reality of Major Downing. Like other credulous men, he was opinionative, and, as
I well remember, a great browbeater of the poor old fathers who still survived from the 19th of April, to the
end that they should testify to his history as he had written it.
He was a man so kind and sympathetic, his character was so transparent, and his merits so intelligible to all
observers, that he was very justly appreciated in this community. He was a natural gentleman, no dandy, but
courtly, hospitable, manly and public-spirited; his nature social, his house open to all men. We remember the
remark made by the old farmer who used to travel hither from Maine, that no horse from the Eastern country
would go by the doctor’s gate. Travellers from the West and North and South bear the like testimony. His brow
was serene and open to his visitor, for he loved men, and he had no studies, no occupations, which company
could interrupt. His friends were his study, and to see them loosened his talents and his tongue. In his house
dwelt order and prudence and plenty. There was no waste and no stint. He was open-handed and just and
generous. Ingratitude and meanness in his beneficiaries did not wear out his compassion; he bore the insult,
and the next day his basket for the beg-gar, his horse and chaise for the cripple, were at their door. Though he
knew the value of a dollar as well as another man, yet he loved to buy dearer and sell cheaper than others. He
subscribed to all charities, and it is no reflection on others to say that he was the most public-spirited man in
the town. The late Dr. Gardiner, in a funeral sermon on some parishioner whose virtues did not readily come
to mind, honestly said, “he was good at fires.” Dr. Ripley had many virtues, and yet all will remember that
even in his old age, if the fire-bell was rung, he was instantly on horseback with his buckets and bag.
He showed even in his fireside discourse traits of that pertinency and judgment, softening ever and anon into
elegancy, which make the distinction of the scholar, and which, under better discipline, might have ripened
into a Bentley or a Porson. He had a foresight, when he opened his month, of all that he would say, and he
marched straight to the conclusion. In debate in the vestry of the Lyceum, the structure of his sentences was
admirable; so neat, so natural, so terse, his words fell like stones; and often, though quite unconscious of it, his
speech was a satire on the loose, voluminous, draggle-tail periods of other speakers. He sat down when he had
done. A man of anecdote, his talk in the parlor was chiefly narrative. We remember the remark of a gentleman
who listened with much de-light to his conversation at the time when the Doc-tor was preparing to go to
Baltimore and Washington, that a man who could tell a story so well was company for kings and John Quincy
Adams.”
Sage and savage strove harder in him than in any of my acquaintances, each getting the mastery by turns, and
pretty sudden turns : “Save us from the extremity of cold and these violent sudden changes.” “The society will
meet after the Lyceum, as it is difficult to bring people together in the evening, — and no moon. “Mr. N. F. is
dead, and I expect to hear of the death of Mr. B. It is cruel to separate old people from their wives in this cold
weather.”
With a very limited acquaintance with books, his knowledge was an external experience, an Indian wisdom,
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the observation of such facts as country life for nearly a century could supply. He watched with interest the
garden, the field, the or-chard, the house and the barn, horse, cow, sheep and dog, and all the common objects
that engage the thought of the farmer. He kept his eye on the horizon, and knew the weather like a sea-captain.
The usual experiences of men, birth, marriage, sickness, death, burial; the common temptations; the common
ambitions; — he studied them all, and sympathized so well in these that he was excellent company and counsel
to all, even the most humble and ignorant. With extraordinary states of mind, with states of enthusiasm or
enlarged speculation, he had no sympathy, and pretended to none. He was sincere, and kept to his point, and
his mark was never remote. His conversation was strictly personal and apt to the party and the occasion. An
eminent skill he had in saying difficult and unspeakable things; in delivering to a man or a woman that which
all their other friends had abstained from saying, in uncovering the bandage from a sore place, and applying
the surgeon’s knife with a truly surgical spirit. Was a man a sot, or a spendthrift, or too long time a bachelor,
or suspected of some hidden crime, or had he quarrelled with his wife, or collared his father, or was there any
cloud or suspicious circumstances in his behavior, the good pastor knew his way straight to that point,
believing himself entitled to a full explanation, and whatever relief to the conscience of both parties plain
speech could effect was sure to be pro-cured. In all such passages he justified himself to the conscience, and
commonly to the love, of the persons concerned. He was the more competent to these searching discourses
from his knowledge of family history. He knew everybody’s grand-father, and seemed to address each person
rather as the representative of his house and name, than as an individual. In him have perished more local and
personal anecdotes of this village and vicinity than are possessed by any survivor. This intimate knowledge of
families, and this skill of speech, and still more, his sympathy, made him incomparable in his parochial visits,
and in his exhortations and prayers. He gave himself up to his feelings, and said on the instant the best things
in the world Many and many a felicity he had in his prayer, now forever lost, which defied all the rules of all
the rhetoricians. He did not know when he was good in prayer or sermon, for he had no literature and no art;
but he believed, and therefore spoke. He was eminently loyal in his nature, and not fond of adventure or
innovation. By education, and still more by temperament, he was engaged to the old forms of the New England
Church. Not speculative, but affectionate; devout, but with an extreme love of order, he adopted heartily,
though in its mildest form, the creed and catechism of the fathers, and appeared a modern Israelite in his
attachment to the Hebrew history and faith. He was a man very easy to read, for his whole life and conversation
were consistent. All his opinions and actions might be securely predicted by a good observer on short
acquaintance. My classmate at Cambridge, Frederick King, told me from Governor Gore, who was the
Doctor’s classmate, that in college he was called Holy-Ripley.
And now, in his old age, when all the antique Hebraism and its customs are passing away. it is fit that he too
should depart, — most fit that in the fall of laws a loyal man should die.
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1846
July 23, Thursday or 24, Friday: Henry Thoreau provoked Sheriff Sam Staples, who was under contract as the

Concord tax farmer, into taking him illegally to the Middlesex County Prison53and spent the night there, for
having for several years (up to perhaps 9), following the example of Bronson Alcott, refused to pay certain
taxes as useful for the perpetuation of domestic slavery and foreign wars.54
“RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT”: It was formerly the custom in our
village, when a poor debtor came out of jail, for his
acquaintances to salute him, looking through their fingers, which
were crossed to represent the grating of a jail window, “How do
ye do?” My neighbors did not thus salute me, but first looked at
me, and then at one another, as if I had returned from a long
journey. I was put into jail as I was going to the shoemaker’s to
get a shoe which was mended. When I was let out the next morning,
I proceeded to finish my errand, and, having put on my mended
shoe, joined a huckleberry party, who were impatient to put
themselves under my conduct; and in half an hour —for the horse
was soon tackled— was in the midst of a huckleberry field, on one
of our highest hills, two miles off, and then the State was
nowhere to be seen.
This is the whole history of “My Prisons.”
I have never declined paying the highway tax, because I am as
desirous of being a good neighbor as I am of being a bad subject;
and as for supporting schools, I am doing my part to educate my
fellow-countrymen now. It is for no particular item in the taxbill that I refuse to pay it.
53. The usual penalty for failure to pay the Massachusetts poll tax was property seizure and auction upon failure to display a stamped
tax receipt, and was most certainly never imprisonment, but young Thoreau possessed few auctionable items and probably did not
use a bank account.
54. During the one year 1845, in Massachusetts, the “poll tax” had been being reckoned as if it were a state tax, although in all other
years it had been and would be reckoned as a municipality or county tax. As a town tax, and as a county tax, of course, it could
hardly be considered to be in support of slavecatching or of foreign wars, since neither the Massachusetts towns nor the
Massachusetts counties engaged in either slavecatching or the raising of armies. Also, even in the one year 1845, while this tax was
being considered as a state tax, under the law no part of this revenue was to be used for the catching of fugitive slaves, and no foreign
war was going on at the moment (the march upon Mexico had not yet fairly begun). Thoreau, therefore, in declining to pay
voluntarily this tax bill, actually was not refusing to acknowledge slavery, as alleged, or a war effort, as alleged, but was refusing to
recognize any political organization whatever.
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(I find it fascinating that Thoreau did not ever, in reminiscing about his famous night in the lockup, make any
easy reference to the snippet of poetry that was quite as familiar to him as it is to all of us, from Richard
Lovelace’s “To Althea from Prison.” –Thoreau wasn’t going for a hole-in-one!)

Walter Harding has tracked down what may well be the origin of the often-told but utterly spurious story,
that Waldo Emerson came to visit Thoreau in his prison cell and expressed concern: he found a “Bringing Up
Father” cartoon strip in the newspaper, in which Paddy was in jail for drunkenness, and when Jiggs asks him
how come he was in jail Paddy retorts “How come you’re not?”
Alcott has reported that Emerson’s reaction to the news of this was to find Thoreau’s stand to have been
“mean and skulking, and in bad taste.” Therefore, is this not the point at which we can profitably ask,
was Thoreau merely running away from his social responsibilities, as has been so often alleged, when he went
out to live at Walden Pond? Let’s attach the humorous title “DECAMPING TO WALDEN POND: A GENDER
ANALYSIS BY MARTHA SAXTON”55 to the following quotation:
It seems, from exaggerated nineteenth-century sex
definitions, that Victorians were afraid men and women
might not be able to distinguish gender. So women were
trussed, corseted, and bustled into immobility while
men posed in musclebound attitudes of emotionless
strength. this suppression of tenderness, warmth, and
most expressions of feelings produced the male
equivalent of the vapors. Louisa [May Alcott]’s
teacher and secret love, Henry David Thoreau, decamped
to Walden Pond rather than confront social demands that
he be conventionally “male.”

55. On page 226 of her LOUISA MAY: A MODERN BIOGRAPHY OF LOUISA MAY ALCOTT, Saxton accused Thoreau of “unrelenting
misogyny” as her way of elaborating on Bronson Alcott’s remark of November 5, 1858 that Thoreau was “better poised and more
nearly self-sufficient than other men.” This caused me to look back to her title page and inspect the date of publication and say to
myself, “Yeah, this thing was published back in 1977, the bad old days when we thought we had to combat male sexism by nurturing
prejudice against anyone with a penis.”
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Another member of the Thoreau family, we don’t know who, paid the tax for him, as the tax had previously
been paid by Judge Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar when Alcott had almost been jailed on January 17, 1843.
Although Emerson was irritated no end by such unseemly conduct, on the part of an associate, as failure to pay
one’s share of the general tax burden, to his credit he did continue to press for publication of Thoreau’s A WEEK
ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS manuscript. However, at that time Thoreau was still preparing
additions to the second draft.56

56.

Lawrence, Jerome (1915-2004) and Robert Edwin Lee (1918-1994), THE NIGHT THOREAU SPENT IN JAIL: A
PLAY. NY: Hill and Wang, 1971, Spotlight Dramabook #1223, c1970, c1972
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I should make reference here to a snide remark that Albert J. von Frank has included at page 202 of his
AN EMERSON CHRONOLOGY.1 The sentence is as follows, in its entirety: “Henry Thoreau expressed
his own anti-politics a month later by spending a night in jail for tax evasion, an act
that drew Emerson’s quick disapproval, thought the principles behind the act, as Thoreau
explained in ‘Civil Disobedience,’ had more in common with Emerson’s own position than
he then suspected.” Now here are the things that I suppose to be quite wrongheaded about von Frank’s
assertion, which would seem on its face simply to be praising Thoreau against Emerson:
•

•

•

“anti-politics” Thoreau’s act was not an act of anti-politics but an act of politics.
To privilege assent over dissent in such a manner constitutes an unconscionable expression
of mere partisanship.
“tax evasion” Thoreau’s act was not the act of a tax evader. A tax evader is a cheater,
who is trying through secrecy or deception to get away with something. Thoreau’s act was the
deliberate public act of a man who would rather be imprisoned than assist in ongoing killing, and
thus is in an entirely separate category from such cheating. To conflate two such separate
categories, one of self-service and the other of self-abnegation, into a single category,
in such manner, is, again, an unconscionable expression of prejudicial politics.
“had more in common” The implication here is that Emerson’s attitudes constitute the
baseline for evaluation of Thoreau’s attitudes, so that Thoreau may be condescendingly praised
for imitating Emerson whenever the two thinkers can be made to seem in agreement,
while preserving the option of condemning him as a resistor or worse whenever these
contemporaries seem at loggerheads. –But this is unconscionable.

Albert J. von Frank. AN EMERSON CHRONOLOGY. NY: G.K. Hall & Co. and Toronto:
Maxwell Macmillan International, 1994
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Emerson to his journal:
These rabble at Washington are really better than the snivelling
opposition. They have a sort of genius of a bold & manly cast,
though Satanic. They see, against the unanimous expression of
the people, how much a little well directed effrontery can
achieve, how much crime the people will bear, & they proceed
from step to step & it seems they have calculated but too justly
upon your Excellency, O Governor Briggs. Mr Webster told them
how much the war cost, that was his protest, but voted the war,
& sends his son to it. They calculated rightly on Mr Webster.
My friend Mr Thoreau has gone to jail rather than pay his tax.
On him they could not calculate. The abolitionists denounce the
war & give much time to it, but they pay the tax.
The State is a poor good beast who means the best: it means
friendly. A poor cow who does well by you — do not grudge it its
hay. It cannot eat bread as you can, let it have without grudge
a little grass for its four stomachs. It will not stint to yield
you milk from its teat. You who are a man walking cleanly on two
feet will not pick a quarrel with a poor cow. Take this handful
of clover & welcome. But if you go to hook me when I walk in the
fields, then, poor cow, I will cut your throat.

DANIEL WEBSTER
We now understand that Sheriff Sam was considerably twisting the law under which he confined Thoreau for
nonpayment of that $5 or $6 arrears of poll tax, and for his own convenience. For what the law of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts required him to do in regard to such a tax resistor, prior to debt
imprisonment, was to attempt to seize and sell some of Thoreau’s assets, such as the books he had in storage
in his parents’ boardinghouse in Concord. Sheriff Staples hadn’t been inclined to do this and at this point didn’t
have time because he was leaving office — and the sad fact of the matter is that, since he was merely under
contract as a “tax farmer,” had he vacated his position without collecting this money from the Thoreau family,
Massachusetts would simply have deducted the sum from his final paycheck (bottom line, The Man always
takes his cut). For here is that law, and it simply offers no support whatever for what Sheriff Staples did to put
pressure on Thoreau:
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Section 7. If any person shall refuse or neglect to pay his [poll]
tax, the collector shall levy the same by distress and sale of
his goods, excepting the good following, namely:
• The tools or implements necessary for his trade or
occupation;
• beasts of the plow necessary for the cultivation of his
improved lands;
• military arms, utensils for house keeping necessary for
upholding life, and bedding and apparel necessary for
himself and family.
Section 8. The collector shall keep the goods distrained, at the
expense of the owner, for the space of four days, at the least,
and shall, within seven days after the seizure, sell the same by
public auction, for the payment of the tax and the charges of
keeping and of the sale, having given notice of such sale, by
posting up a notification thereof, in some public place in the
town, forty eight hours at least before the sale.
Section 11. If the collector cannot find sufficient goods, upon
which it may be levied, he may take the body of such person and
commit him to prison, there to remain, until he shall pay the tax
and charges of commitment and imprisonment, or shall be
discharged by order of law.
TIMELINE OF

WALDEN

After July 24: In my short experience of human life I have found that the outward obstacles which
stood in my way were not living men –but dead institutions It has been unspeakably grateful & refreshing to
make my way through the crowd of this latest generation honest & dishonest virtuous & vicious as through the
dewy grass –men are as innocent as the morning to the early riser –and unsuspicious pilgrim and many an early
traveller which he met on his way v poetry –but the institutions as church –state –the school property &c are
grim and ghostly phantoms like Moloch & Juggernaut because of the blind reverence paid to them. When I have
indulged a poets dream of a terrestrial paradise I have not foreseen that any cossack or Chipeway –would disturb
it –but some monster institution would swallow it– The only highway man I ever met was the state itself– When
I have refused to pay the tax which it demanded for that protection I did not want itself has robbed me– When
I have asserted the freedom it declared it has imprisoned me.
I love mankind I hate the institutions of their forefathers–
What are the sermons of the church but the Dudleian lectures –against long extinct perhaps always imaginary
evils, which he dead generations have willed and so the bell still tolls to call us to the funeral service which a
generation can rightly demand but once.
It is singular that not the Devil himself –has been in my way but these cobwebs –which tradition says were
originally spun to obstruct the fiend.
If I will not fight –if I will not pray –if I will not be taxed –if I will not bury the unsettled prairie –my neighbor
will still tolerate me nd sometimes even sustains me –but not the state.
And should our piety derive its origin still from that exploit of pius Aenaeus who bore his father Anchises on
his shoulders from the ruins of Troy
Not thieves & highwaymen but Constables & judges –not sinners but priests –not the ignorant but pedants &
pedagogues –not foreign foes but standing armies –not pirates but men of war. Not free malevolence –but
organized benevolence.
For instance the jailer or constable as a mere man and neighbor –with life in him intended for this particular 3
score years & ten –may be a right worthy man with a thought in the brain of him –but as the officer & tool of
the state he has no more understanding or heart than his prison key or his staff– This is what is saddest that men
should voluntarily assume the character & office of brute nature.– Certainly there are modes enough by which
a man may put bread into his mouth which will not prejudice him as a companion & neighbor. There are stones
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THOMAS CARLYLE

enough in the path of the traveller with out a man’s adding his own body to the number.
There probably never were worse crimes committed since time began than in the present Mexican war –to take
a single instance– And yet I have not yet learned the name or residence and probably never should of the
reckless vilain who should father them– all concerned –from the political contriver to the latest recruit possess
an average share of virtue & of vice the vilainy is in the readiness with which men, doing outrage to their proper
natures –lend themselves to perform the office of inferior & brutal ones.
The stern command is –move or ye shall be moved –be the master of your own action –or you shall unawares
become the tool of the meanest slave. Any can command him who doth not command himself. Let men be men
& stones be stones and we shall see if majorities do rule.
Countless reforms are called for because society is not animated or instinct enough with life, but like snakes
I have seen in early spring –with alternate portions torpid & flexible –so that they could wriggle neither way.
All men more or less are buried partially in the grave of custom, and of some we see only a few hairs upon the
crown above ground.
Better are the physically dead for they more lively rot.
Those who have stolen estate to be defended slaves to be kept in service –who would pause with the last
inspiration & perpetuate it –require the aid of institutions –the stereotyped and petrified will of the past
But they who are something to defend –who are not to be enslaved themselves – –who are up with their time –
ask no such hinderance
Carlyle’s is not the most lasting words nor the loftiest wisdom –but for his genius it was reserved at last to
furnish expression for the thoughts that were throbbing in a million breasts– It has plucked the ripest fruit in
the public garden– But this fruit now least concerned the tree that bore it –which was rather perfecting the bud
at the foot of the leaf stalk.
Carlyle is wonderfully true to the impressions on his own mind, but not to the simple facts themselves.
He portrays the former so freshly and vividly –that his words reawaken and appeal to our whole Experience But
when reinforced by this terrible critic we return to his page his words are found not to be coincident with the
thing and inadequate and there is no host worthy to entertain the guest he has invited.
On this remote shore we adventurously landed unknown to any of the human inhabitants to this day – But we
still remember well the gnarled and hospitable oaks, which were not strangers to us, the lone horse in his pasture
and the patient ruminating herd whose path to the river so judiciously chosen to overcome the difficulty of the
ascent we followed and disturbed their repose in the shade. And the cool free aspect of the wild apple trees,
generously proffering their fruit to the wayfarers though still green and crude. The hard round glossy fruit which
if not ripe –still is not poison but New English –brought hither its ancestor by our ancestors once.
And up the rocky channel of a brook we scrambled which had long served nature for the sluice in these parts
leaping from rock –through tangled woods at the bottom of a ravine, darker and darker it grew and more hoarse,
the murmur of the stream –until we reached the ruins of a mill where now the ivy grew and the trout glanced
through the raceway and the flume.
And the dreams and speculations of some early settler was our theme
But now “no war nor battle’s sound”
Invades this peaceful battle ground
but waves of Concord murmuring by
With sweetly fluent harmony.
But since we sailed, some things have failed
And many a dream gone down the stream
Here then a venerable shepherd dwellt .....................................................The Reverend Ezra Ripley
Who to his flock his substance dealt
And ruled them with a vigorous crook
By precept of the sacred Book.
But he the pierless bridge passed o’er
And now the solitary shore
Knoweth his trembling steps no more.
Anon a youthful pastor came .......................................................................... Nathaniel Hawthorne
Whose crook was not unknown to fame
His lambs he viewed with gentle glance
Dispersed o’er a wide expanse,
And fed with “mosses from the Manse”
We view the rocky shore where late
With soothed and patient ear we sat
Under our Hawthorne in the dale
And listened to his Twice told Tale.
It comes on murmuring to itself by the base of stately and retired mountains –through dark primitive woods –
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MT. KEARSARGE

whose juices it receives and where the bear still drinks it– Where the cabins of settlers are still fresh and far
between, and there are few that cross its stream. Enjoying still its cascades unknown to fame perhaps unseen
as yet by man –alone by itself –by the long ranges of the mountains of Sandwich and of Squam with sometimes
the peak of Moose hillock the Haystack & Kearsarge reflected in its waters. Where the maple and the raspberry
that lover of the mountains flourish amid temperate dews. Flowing as long and mysterious and untranslateable
as its name Pemigewasset. By many a pastured Pielion and Ossa where unnamed muses haunt, and receiving
the tribute of many an untasted Helicon Not all these hills does it lave but I have experienced that to see the
sun set behind them avails as much as to have travelled to them.
From where the old Man of the Mountain overlooks one of its head waters –in the Franconia Notch, taking the
basin and the Flume in its way –washing the sites of future villages –not impatient. For every mountain stream
is more than Helicon, tended by oreads dryads Naiads, and such a pure and fresh inspirit draught gift of the gods
as it will take a newer than this New England to know the flavor of.
Such water do the gods distill
And pour down hill
For their new England men.
A draught of this wild water bring
And I will never taste the spring
Of Helicon again.
But yesterday in dew it fell
This morn its streams began to swell
And with the sun it downward flowed
So fresh it hardly knew its road.

Falling all the way, not discouraged by the lowest fall –for it intends to rise again.
There are earth air fire & water –very well, this is water. down it comes that is the way with it.
It was already water of Squam and Newfound lake and Winnipiseogee, and White mountain snow dissolved on
which we were floating –and Smith’s and Bakers and Mad rivers and Nashua and Souhegan and Piscataquoag
–and Suncook & Soucook & Contoocook –mingled in incalculable proportions –still fluid yellowish restless all
with an inclination seaward but boyant.
Here then we will leave them to saw and grind and spin for a season, and I fear there will be no vacation at low
water for they are said to have Squam and Newfound lake and Winipiseogee for their mill ponds.
By the law of its birth never to become stagnant for it has come out of the clouds, and down the sides of
precipices worn in the flood through beaver dams broke loose not splitting but splicing and mending itself until
it found a breatheing plaace in this lowland– No danger now that the sun will steal it back to heaven again
before it reach the sea for it has a warrant even to recover its own dews into its bosom again with every eve We
wandered on by the side and over the brows of hoar hills and mountains –& through notches which the stream
had made –looking down one sunday morning over Bethlehem amid the bleating of sheep, and hearing as we
walked the loud spoken prayers of the inhabitants –like crusaders strolled out from the camp in Palestine–57
And looking in to learning’s little tenement by the way –where some literate swain earns his ten dollars by the
month –after the harvest –with rows of slates and well cut benches round –as well cut as farther south –not
noticing the herd of swine which had poured in at the open door, and made a congregation– So we went on over
hill and dale through the stumpy rocky –woody –bepastured country –until we crossed a rude wooden bridge
over the Amonnoosuck and breathed the free air of the Unappropriated Land.
Now we were in a country where inns begin– And we too now began to have our ins and outs– Some sweet
retired house whose sign only availed to creak but bore no Phoenix nor golden eagle but such as the sun and
rain had painted there – –a demi public demi private house –where each apartment seems too private for your
use –too public for your hosts. One I remember where Landlord and lady hung painted as if retired from active
life –upon the wall –remarkable one might almost say –if he knew not the allowed degrees of consanguinity for
57.
We wandered on (by the side and over
the brows of hoar hills and mountains —
& through notches which the stream had
with awe
made — looking down ^one sunday morning over Bethlehem amid the bleating
of sheep, and hearing as we walked
the loud spoken prayers of the inhabiwhere every house seemd to us a holy sepulchre
tants — like crusaders strolled out from
Richards as if we were
the camp in Palestine — (T 74)
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a family likeness –a singular deflexion of the nose turned each to each –so that the total variation could not have
been better represented than in the picture.
–But here at any rate the cream rose thick upon the milk –and there was refreshment
One “Tilton’s Inn” tooo sheltered us which it were well worth remembering, in Thornton it was where towns
begin to serve as gores only to hold the world together –reached late in the evening and left before the sun
rose. But the remembrance of an entertainment still remains and among publicans Tiltons name still stands
conspicuous in our diary.
But where we took our ease was not Canterbury street, no Four corners nor Five points –no trivial place where
3 roads meet but hardly one road held together– A dank forest path –more like an otter’s or a marten’s trail or
where a beaver had dragged his trap than where the wheels of travel ever raised a dust. The pigeon sat secure
above our heads high on the dead limbs of the pine reduced to robins size– The very yard of our hostelries was
inclined upon the skirts of mountains and as we passed we looked up at angle at the stems of maples waving in
the clouds –and late at evening we heard the drear bleating of innumerable flocks upon the mountains sides
seeming to hold unequal parley with the bears
Shuddered through the Franconia where the thermometer is spliced for winter use, saw the blue earth heaved
into mountain waves from Agiocochook, and where the Umbagog Ossipee and Squam gleamed like dewy
cobwebs in the sun– And like bright ribbons the streamlets of Connecticut Saco & adroscoggin “take up their
mountain march–
Went on our way silent & humble through the Notch –heard the lambs bleat in Bartlett on the mountains late at
night –looked back on Conway peak –threaded the woods of Norway pine –and saw the Great Spirit smile in
Winnipiseogee58
Varro advises to plant in Quincunx order in order not to “obstruct the beneficial effects of the sun and moon and
air,” and adds “nuts, when they are whole, which you might comprize in one modius, because nature confines
the kernels in their proper places, when they are broken, can hardly be held in a measure of a modius and a
half.” Vines thus planted produce more fruit “more must and oil, and of greater value”.
I read in Varro that “Caesar Vopiscus AEdilicius, when he pleaded before the Censors, said that the grounds of
Rosea were the gardens [(sedes)] of Italy, in which a pole being left would not be visible the day after, on
account of the growth of the herbage.” This soil was not remarkably fertile yet I was so well contented with
myself it may be & with my entertainment –that I was really remind of this anecdote.
In speaking of “the dignity of the herd” Varro suggests that the object of the Argonautic expedition was a ram’s
fleece the gold apples of the Hesperides were by the ambiguity of language [] goats and sheep which
Hercules imported –the stars and signs bear their names the AEgean sea has its name from the goat and
mountains and straits have hence their names –sic. The Bosphorus Piso makes Italy to be from Vitulis– The
Romans were shepherds “Does not the fine [mulcta, a mulgendo] that was by ancient custom paid in kind refer
to this?” The oldest coins bore the figures of cattle and the Roman names Porcius –Ovinus Caprilius & the
surnames Equitius, Taurus, Capra Vitulus.
Vide Cato “Of purchasing an Estate –” “How an estate is to be planted –” &c in Lat & Eng.
58.<Like the pilgrims> our way
<We> Shuddered ^through that Fran<ing>
conia where the thermometer is spliced
for winter use, saw the blue earth
heaved into mountain waves from Agiocochook, and where the Umbagog Ossipee
and Squam gleamed like dewy cobwebs
in the sun — And like bright ribbons the
streamlets of Connecticut Saco & adroscoggin “take up their mountain march —
<not knowing what to say>
Went on our way ^silent & humble
<at><vast>
<the nick of time>
through the Notch ^— heard the lambs
bleat in Bartlett on the mountains
holding unequal parley with the wolves & bears
late at night — ^looked back on
Conway peak — threaded the woods of
Norway pine — and saw the Great
<once more>
Spirit smile ^in Winnipiseogee (T 76-77)
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I will insert here some commentary on this early draft of material that would wind up in the “Monday” chapter
of A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS:
A WEEK: If, for instance, a man asserts the value of individual
liberty over the merely political commonweal, his neighbor still
tolerates him, that is he who is living near him, sometimes even
sustains him, but never the State. Its officer, as a living man,
may have human virtues and a thought in his brain, but as the tool
of an institution, a jailer or constable it may be, he is not a
whit superior to his prison key or his staff. Herein is the
tragedy; that men doing outrage to their proper natures, even
those called wise and good, lend themselves to perform the office
of inferior and brutal ones. Hence come war and slavery in; and
what else may not come in by this opening? But certainly there
are modes by which a man may put bread into his mouth which will
not prejudice him as a companion and neighbor.
The following is, if I recall correctly and can trust my notes, from William Bronk’s THE BROTHER IN ELYSIUM:
IDEAS OF FRIENDSHIP AND SOCIETY IN THE UNITED STATES (1980), pages 104-106:
The crux of the matter is that Thoreau believed that all evil
did come in through the opening formed when any man might so
betray his own nature as to lend himself to perform an inhuman
office. While it might be contended that good and evil are
something to be done at will and according to will, without
reference to our own constitutions, — that we are of indifferent
or irrelevant moral quality ourselves, and are able to choose
between a good act and an evil one and so determine by the excess
of one kind of action over the other our own moral quality and
the moral quality of the world, yet it was Thoreau’s contention
that the process by which good and evil came into being was more
exacting and natural, less arbitrary than this. He believed that
it was always necessary to make the choice between good and evil
whenever such a choice was presented, but he also believed that
in most cases, the choice was not presented, and that evil
resulted in some mysterious way without anyone’s willing it, or
being aware of it, and even to everyone’s surprise and chagrin.
Thoreau accounted for this phenomenon by saying that being is
more important and more effective than doing. Anything therefore
might happen to us which was consistent with the nature we took
for ourselves, even though the process by which the happening
came about was so subtle or so complicated that we missed the
apprehension of it, even after its end. If. as Thoreau said, we
do outrage to our proper nature, — if we take our identity from
the state, then we become liable to the evils of the state, and
have no defense against war and slavery, since it has none. It
is only by refusing to do the office of inferior and brutal
natures that we can hope to escape, on our own part, treatment
which in its brutality is suited to inferior natures. We must
be treated according to the nature which we determine shall be
ours. We can win or lose, or act in any other way, only in
accordance with terms we set for ourselves. The identity which
Thoreau wished us to find, which left no opening for the evil
we claimed to deplore, was most certainly not to be found in the
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state; and neither was it to be found in any other external form,
for its essence was personal. It was to be found only through
that steady communion with one’s deepest desires and insights,
which was called silence. He found no evil and little that was
ambiguous in silence. It is easier to see now, of course, why
Thoreau rejected philanthropy and reform, since to find one’s
identity, to become personal, was truly to ennoble one’s being;
it was to enjoy those moments of serene and self-confident life
which were better than whole campaigns of daring; it was to
combat evil directly by leaving no opening by which it could
enter. Philanthropy’s method was less direct. It offered the
goodness of actions as an excuse and substitute for being.
Reform was an attempt to avoid a change in true form by changing
the surface only.
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1850
October 7, Monday: Jenny Lind sang in Howard’s Hall in downtown Providence, Rhode Island. The most expensive
of the 2,000 seats went to one William Ross, at a price of $650. Jenny autographed his ticket stub. There were
another hundred people permitted to stand inside the building. The doors of the hall were purposely left open,
and seats on nearby window ledges were being hawked at 25 cents each.
The published author Henry Thoreau was written to by a George Bailey in Portland, who had read A WEEK
ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS and was wondering about that WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS

which had been mentioned in the advertisement at the end.
Portland, Me., Oct. 7th., 1850.
Dear Sir:
A few days since, by a lucky accident I met with a copy of a work of yours
— “A week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers.” — I read it with much
interest, — and if I tell you plainly that I am delighted with the book,
it is because I cannot help telling you so; — therefore you should pardon
whatever is amiss in the expression. — I should like to ask you many
questions touching your allusions to persons; such, for instance, as What
were the names of the “aged shepherd” and “youthful pastor”, p. 21? — What
that of the “Concord poet” quoted on p. 49? — of the Justice of the Peace
and Deacon, p. 68? what the name of “one who was born on its head waters,”
quoted on p. 90? — and many more of a similar nature; but I fear that such
an act on the part of a stranger, would be but little short of impertinense,
though it might be kindly considered by you; so I must not use that method
of making myself “wise above what is written.”
Next to confessing to you my admiration of your book, my object in writing
you, is to make an enquiry for “Walden; or Life in the Woods,” — announced
at the close of the “Week”, as shortly to be published. I have enquired for
it in Boston, but no one can tell me anything about it. Will you please
inform me if it has been published, and, if so, where it may be found? —
Truly & Respectfully Yours,
Geo. A. Bailey
H.D. Thoreau, Esq., Concord, Mass.
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Do we know that Thoreau responded to this letter? This confusion over “Walden; or Life in the
Woods” would have of course been in reference to the incorrect “will soon be published” advertisement
the publisher placed at the end of the book. The answers to the other inquiries would have been:
Here then an aged shepherd dwelt, ................................................The Reverend Ezra Ripley
Who to his flock his substance dealt,
And ruled them with a vigorous crook,
By precept of the sacred Book;
But he the pierless bridge passed o’er,
And solitary left the shore.
Anon a youthful pastor came, ........................................................... Nathaniel Hawthorne
Whose crook was not unknown to fame,
His lambs he viewed with gentle glance,
Spread o’er the country’s wide expanse,
And fed with “Mosses from the Manse.”
Here was our Hawthorne in the dale,
And here the shepherd told his tale.
* *
*
“So fair we seem, so cold we are,
So fast we hasten to decay,
Yet through our night glows many a star,
That still shall claim its sunny day.” .............. “The River,” “Concord poet” Ellery Channing
*

*

*

*

*

*

“Justice of the Peace and Deacon”
“born on its head-waters” .................................................Nathaniel Peabody Rogers
Editor of the Concord NH Herald of Freedom
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June 22, Sunday: H. Rider Haggard was born.
Friend Daniel Ricketson spent the forenoon in Henry Thoreau’s room copying titles of books, etc. The
Reverend Convers Francis was preaching in Concord that morning, and his prooftext was Colossians 1:27 and

his topic “Christ in Us the Hope of Glory.” The thermometer reaching 95 at 3PM. At 4PM Ricketson and
Thoreau went over to the Emerson home for tea by prior invitation, stopping by on the way to call on Mrs.
Mary Merrick Brooks. Then he, Thoreau, and Emerson went with the Emerson children to Walden Pond.

Thoreau walked back from the pond with Ellen Emerson and Edith Emerson while Ricketson, Waldo Emerson,
and 12-year-old Edward Waldo Emerson “bathed” and discussed the birds and flowers that they had met on
the way. Upon return to the Emersons, Ricketson had a chance to meet Mrs. Sarah Alden Bradford Ripley with
Miss Ripley, Mrs. Marsten Goodwin, and the Reverend Francis. They visited until 9, and Ricketson was in bed
back at the Thoreaus’ at 10. He had found the day very satisfactory and mused to his journal about Concord’s
opportunity of becoming the famous-author tourist trap it is today:
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My ideas of Mr. Emerson, with whom I had my second interview last night,
are that he is a kind, gentle-natured man, even loving, but not what
is usually termed warm-hearted. His mind does not strike me as being
so great and strong as good in quality; it appears to me also limited
as to its power. I should think he could rarely surprise one with any
outburst of inspiration — his genius, for what he undoubtedly has, is
sui generis. He is thoughtful, original, and only Emerson, and the
founder of his race. It does not appear to me that he is even indebted
to Carlyle, although the latter has recognized him as a kindred spirit.
Emerson’s strength appears to me to lie in his honesty with himself;
by his honesty he has produced a genuine article in the way of thought.
He is an intelligent philosopher, a recipient of the divine cordial in
doses rather homœopathic, but effectual specifics for those seeking a
purer and better draught than what the schools afford. He is a blessing
to the age. I am much interested in Concord, and should prefer it for
a residence to almost any other place. The scenery is very picturesque
in and about the village, and all appears quiet and peaceful, none of
the stir and bustle of New Bedford. The Concord, or Musketaquid or
grass-grown river, as my friend H.D.T. has learned its meaning from the
Indians, runs along the edge of the village, which is chiefly on one
street, although there are several others. It is a fine stream, and
remarkable for its gentle current. With Thoreau I rowed up the river
several miles, and had many pleasant views from different points.
Walden Pond, by the shore where Thoreau built him a little house and
there lived two years, is a small but delightful little lake,
surrounded by woods. It is very deep and clear, a kind of well of
nature. Concord has been for a long time the home or place of temporary
abode for many of our most intellectual men and women, — commencing,
so far as I am informed, with Dr. Ripley, then Emerson, Margaret Fuller
for a short time as a visitor, Hawthorne, G.W. Curtis, H.D. Thoreau,
the true Concord aborigine, William E. Channing, 2d, poet, Hon. Samuel
Hoar, and his son, ex-Judge Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar. It is also the home
of Mrs. Brooks, a true and stirring abolitionist. Concord has a large
number of fine old houses, and the old parsonage, once the home of
Dr. Ripley and near the battle-ground, is one of the finest old homes
in this county.
WALDO EMERSON
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE
GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS
ELLERY CHANNING
SAMUEL HOAR
EBENEZER ROCKWOOD HOAR
EZRA RIPLEY
MARGARET FULLER
THOMAS CARLYLE
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1859
BY-LAWS OF CORINTHIAN LODGE, OF ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS, OF CONCORD, MASS., WITH
CHARTER GRANTED JUNE 16, 1797; CATALOGUES OF THE OFFICERS, MEMBERS AND INITIATES OF THE LODGE,
FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO 1859; A SYNOPSIS OF THE WORK OF TWENTY-TWO PAST MASTERS; A LIST OF THE
MEMBERS IN 1858; BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE PAST MASTERS; AND A HISTORY OF THE LODGE, INCLUDING
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, AND A RECORD OF THE DEATHS OF ITS MEMBERS AND INITIATES FROM 1797 TO
1859. TO WHICH IS ADDED AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF MASONRY, BY LOUIS A. SURETTE, MASTER OF
CORINTHIAN LODGE FROM OCTOBER, 1851, TO OCTOBER, 1858 was printed up by Benjamin Tolman in
Concord.
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A copy of this would be in the personal library of Henry Thoreau, very possibly because it contained valuable
factual material about the lives a considerable number of Concord citizens:
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1865
At some point during this year Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau, with perhaps some assistance from Ellery Channing,
saw the first complete book edition of Thoreau’s CAPE COD through to publication:
The title-page date of the first edition is 1865. But Horace E.
Scudder, literary advisor for Houghton, Mifflin and Company and
editor of the Riverside Edition of Thoreau’s Writings, asserts in
his brief introduction to volume four, CAPE COD, that the first
edition was released as a Christmas book in 1864. Scudder may have
reached this conclusion from the book’s copyright notice, dated
1864, or from the December 1864 date on the twenty-four pages of
Ticknor and Fields advertising bound into most copies of the first
edition. The explicit cost-book entry for publication on March 25,
1865 is supported by notices and advertisements in trade journals,
general magazines, and newspapers and by early reviews of CAPE COD.
No announcements of the title appeared in late-1864 issues of the
American Literary Gazette and Publishers’ Circular; Ticknor and
Fields’s holiday gift book was an illustrated edition of Tennyson’s
ENOCH ARDEN. The first mention of CAPE COD occurred in the February
15, 1865, issue, where it was advertised as forthcoming in the
present season. A similar publisher’s announcement appeared in the
March 1 issue of the Literary Gazette and in the March Atlantic
Monthly. On April 1, the Literary Gazette included CAPE COD in its
List of Books Recently Published in the United States. In this issue
of the fortnightly Literary Gazette Ticknor and Fields advertised
CAPE COD as one of several New Books Just Published by the firm:
Readers of “Walden” and “Maine Woods” will welcome this last work
of the gifted Thoreau. “Cape Cod” has been pronounced the best of
his productions. On March 25 the Boston Advertiser had noted the
publication of the book that same day. Advertising CAPE COD and its
other Thoreau titles in the April 15 Literary Gazette and in the
May issue of the Atlantic, Ticknor and Fields quoted from appraisals
of Thoreau’s work in the Boston Evening Traveller, the Hartford
Press, and the Boston Recorder. On May 15 and June 1, advertisements
in the Literary Gazette named CAPE COD among Recent Publications;
and on August 1 and 15 LETTERS TO VARIOUS PERSONS and CAPE COD were
offered as two of the Choice New Books Lately Published by Ticknor
and Fields.
Franklin Benjamin Sanborn alleged that in this year and the next he had permission to go through the papers
of the Reverend Ezra Ripley stored in an attic of the Old Manse, and that among these papers, written on the
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back of a pious meditation from 1818, he discovered the following document:
Understanding
that
Mr.
John
Thoreau,
now
of
Chelmsford, is going into business at that place, and
is about to apply for license to retail ardent spirits,
I hereby certify that I have been long acquainted with
him, that he has sustained a good character, and now
view him as a man of integrity, accustomed to
storekeeping, and of correct morals.
Clearly, at some point during the year 1818, after the Thoreaus had moved to Chelmsford, John Thoreau, Sr.
had solicited his former pastor, the Reverend Ripley, for the sort of letter of recommendation which he needed
in order to be able to offer, to his favored customers, while he “kept shop” there,59 drinks of hard liquor.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FABULATION: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

59. It was customary in those heavy-drinking times for a storekeeper to pour a glass for a favored customer.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: March 31, 2015
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

