DEACON WILLIAM PARKMAN

WILLIAM PARKMAN

1741
William Parkman was born.
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1788
The Hon. Eleazer Brooks of Lincoln, who had been from 1780 to 1786 a senator, was again elected to the
Senate, and would serve until 1795.
In Concord, Ephraim Wood, Asa Brooks, and Jacob Brown were Selectmen.
Joseph Hosmer of Concord was a Senator.
In Concord, Elnathan Jones was Town Treasurer.
Duncan Ingraham was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.
William Parkman became a deacon of the 1st Parish Church of Concord. (He would serve until 1826).
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
William A. Barron, hired from elsewhere, would be teaching the town’s grammar students for the following
three years:

2

1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year
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1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown

Representatives of Lincoln1
Chambers Russell
Samuel Farrer
Eleazer Brooks

’54-57, ’59, ’62, ’63, ’5.

Joshua Brooks

1809-1811.

1766-1768.

Leonard Hoar

1812-1814.

William Hayden

1815, 1816.

Elijah Fiske

1820-1822.

’74-’78, ’80, ’5, ’7, ’90-’2.

Chambers Russell
Samuel Hoar

1788.
’94, ’95, ’97, ’98, 1801, ’3-’8.

Samuel Farrar, Jr.

1800.

Joel Smith
Silas P. Tarbell

1824.
1827, 1828.

Not represented 1758, ’60, ’62, ’69-’73, ’79, ’81, ’82, ’86, ’89, ’93, ’96, ’99,
1802, ’17, ’23, ’25, ’26.

COUNSELLORS OF LINCOLN2

1.

Hon. Chambers Russell

1759-1766

Hon. Eleazer Brooks

1788
1792-1800

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
2. Ibid.
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1789
January 26: The Reverend Ezra Ripley united Deacon William Parkman of Concord and Lydia Proctor of Boston in
marriage.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

1823
March: John Thoreau, Senior left off teaching school at 6 Cornhill Court in Boston, David Henry Thoreau was
taken out of the Boston infant school, and the Thoreaus removed from Whitwell’s house on Pinckney Street
in Boston to rent space in the Jonas Hastings house in Concord, built in about 1790, Deacon William
Parkman’s brick house at the corner of Main Street and Walden Street,

where the father would go into the pencil-making business of Dunbar & Stow that was making use of graphite
that Charles Jones Dunbar had discovered in 1821 near Bristol in New Hampshire, and also take up
responsibility for the mill, milldam, race, and pond on Mill Brook just south of the “Milldam” district.
(Over the years the family would be living in nine different Concord buildings — nine, that is, in Concord
alone, without adding in all the places they had lived elsewhere.)
We now know exactly where Henry’s Uncle Charles had discovered the plumbago because Dr. Brad Dean has
tracked down the following source information:

4
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Collections, Historical & Miscellaneous, and Monthly Literary Journal. Vol. 2. Concord, N.H.: J. B.
Moore, 1823. Edited by John Farmer and Jacob B. Moore.
Plumbago, or Graphite.—This article has lately been discovered in the towns of Bristol and Francestown in
this State. In Bristol, it has been found of superior excellence, and is said to be very abundant. By the politeness
of Mr. Charles S. Dunbar, the proprietor of the land which contains it, the editors have been furnished with
several specimens, one of which, they sent to Dr. MITCHELL of New-York, who, in a communication on the
subject, speaks as follows:
“Your specimen of Plumbago was cordially received. I set a value upon it, by reason of the native and
Fredonian source whence it came, and on account of its own apparent worth and excellence.
“It is pleasing to find our landed proprietors inquiring somewhat below the surface, for the good things
contained in the grants they received by superficial measurement.—When they shall go deep into the matter,
they will learn the importance of the French maxim, approfondessez, which, you know, means, go to the
bottom of the subject. I trust the time is approaching when the purchaser of lands will require not merely a
geometrical description, but a geological one; whereby the purchaser shall know that the gets so many acres
free and clear, and moreover, such and so many strata nice and proper.
“I congratulate you on the discovery of such a treasure in our country. Much is due to the Mines that supply
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us with pencils and crucibles.”
Specimens have been furnished Professor Dana, of Dartmouth College, who thinks it equal to the celebrated
Burrowdale ore.
That which has been discovered in Francestown is said to be of good quality. We are not informed whether it
exists in large or small quantities. There has also been found in the south part of Francestown, near Lewis’s
mills, some beautiful specimens of Rock Crystal.
Which is to say, Uncle Charles had discovered the graphite deposit in the Bristol, New Hampshire area, here:

(Brad has visited the area and tells us there’s nothing much there to be seen now, to mark the place where the
graphite had been.)

6
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This photograph of Concord Center, taken in about 1865, shows in the distance the Jonas Hastings house
belonging to Deacon William Parkman in which the Thoreaus were to reside from 1823 to 1826, at the corner
of Main and Walden Streets.

As you can see, initially the Hastings corner had projected out into what is now part of Main Street, so that the
house would need to be moved backward to allow Main Street to be widened prior to the opening in 1873 of
the newly constructed Concord Free Public Library. (The Hastings house would ultimately be taken down to
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make way for the business block put up by pharmacist John C. Friend in 1892.)

David Henry Thoreau began to attend Miss Phœbe Wheeler’s infant school. Here is a later reminisce of this
period in the life of the Thoreau family: “Mother reminds me that when we lived at the Parkman house she lost
a ruff a yard and a half long and with an edging three yards long to it, which she had laid on the grass to whiten,
and, looking for it, she saw a robin tugging at the tape string of a stay on the line. He would repeatedly get it
in his mouth, fly off and be brought up when he got to the end of his tether. Miss Ward thereupon tore a fine
linen handkerchief into strips and threw them out, and the robin carried them all off. She had no doubt that he
took the ruff.”
April 21, 1852: … Was that a large shad bush where fathers mill used to be.? There is quite a water
fall beyond. where the old dam was Where the rapids commence at the outlet of the pond, the water is singularly
creased as it rushes to the fall

8
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One of little David’s toys, which he later said had really caught his attention, was a little pewter soldier
(had it been cast at Concord’s new lead factory?).

The Thoreau family, John Thoreau, Senior and Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau with the 5-year-old David Henry
Thoreau, and his older two siblings Helen Louisa Thoreau and John Thoreau, Jr. and his younger sibling
Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau, with their grandmother the widow Mary Jones Dunbar Minot, spent a memorable
pic nic day that March on the exposed sandbar at the mouth of the cove on Walden Pond.3 When Henry
remembered this for WALDEN, below, he remembered it as his having been four years old, but later he corrected
this to his having been five years old:
WALDEN: When I was four years old, as I well remember, I was
brought from Boston to this my native town, through these very
woods and this field, to the pond. It is one of the oldest scenes
stamped on my memory. And now to-night my flute has waked the
echoes over that very water. The pines still stand here older than
I; or, if some have fallen, I have cooked my supper with their
stumps, and a new growth is rising all around, preparing another
aspect for new infant eyes. Almost the same johnswort springs from
the same perennial root in this pasture, and even I have at length
helped to clothe that fabulous landscape of my infant dreams, and
one of the results of my presence and influence is seen in these
bean leaves, corn blades, and potato vines.

3. The water level of Walden Pond would be correspondingly low again, and the sandbar again exposed, in the year 2002!
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While he was still age 6, David would be tossed by a Concord cow.
Henry would also later record another childhood memory from approximately this period, of driving cattle
down the lane past Walden Pond. This has some historical context, which I will quote from page 140 of Ruth

10
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R. Wheeler’s CONCORD: CLIMATE FOR FREEDOM:
After the Narragansett grants to veterans of King
Philip’s War, Concord farmers acquired pastures in New
Ipswich, Ashburnham, Westminster, Templeton, and
Holden, sometimes adjacent to farms owned by sons and
cousins. Every May the dry cows and young stock were
assembled and driven over the road to summer pasture.
The men and boys made the drive on foot or on horseback
and as roads improved a “democrat” or utility vehicle
went along to hold oats for the horses, blankets, and
a youngster or two. Farmers on the way would rent a
fenced field to hold the stock at night and would allow
the boys to sleep in the barn. Reciprocally, Concord
farmers had fenced yards to hold overnight upcountry
stock being driven to market. These were very small
drives compared to those we see in pictures of the
West, but they were usually a boy’s first trip away
from home: they stood for romance and adventure. During
the nineteenth century, as Boston grew and became a
busy seaport, traders gradually took over the
business, buying up cows, driving them off to pasture,
feeding them in the fall on the aftermath in Concord
fields, and finally driving them down to stockyards in
Watertown or dressing them off in Concord for salt
beef. Of course, this gave farmers extra income as
butchers, tanners, candlemakers, and coopers. Now
picket fences became necessary in the village to keep
stray animals out of one’s yard.
Note that I am not saying that Thoreau’s memory of driving cattle past Walden Pond would have had to have
originated specifically in this Year of Our Lord 1822, nor that it was of such a large herd or over such a long
distance, but only that it is likely that he would have held this memory in the context of such local cow business
precisely as now an adult’s memories of cows encountered on the farm during childhood would be held in the
context of stories heard about the “Wild West” and about “cowboys” on “cattle drives.”
Now that I have mentioned some Spring and Autumn business that Thoreau would have been observing in
about this year of 1822, I will take the occasion, and mention some Winter business that he may well have been
observing in about this year as well: Bear in mind that there were no snowplows in those days of sleighs and
sledges. Public roads were not plowed during the winter, they were packed. The device that packed the snow
was termed a “pung” and it was pulled by oxen rather than horses. If the snow was deep or wet, the pung would
need to be pulled by several yoke of oxen. A good pack of snow on a road could sometimes assure smooth
sleighing for the duration of the winter.
The remark about the flute at this point in WALDEN may remind us that Thoreau’s intent was, importantly,
to see with “new infant eyes.”
After August 6, 1845: … Well now to-night my flute awakes the echoes over this very water, but one
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generation of pines has fallen and with their stumps I have cooked my supper, And a lusty growth of oaks and
pines is rising all around its brim and preparing its wilder aspect for new infant eyes. …

Per Walter Roy Harding’s THE DAYS OF HENRY THOREAU: A BIOGRAPHY (NY: Knopf, 1966):

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
Chapter 1 (1817-1823) -Downing gives a cursory account of the Thoreau and Dunbar
heritage and more fully traces the nature and movement of the Thoreau family in
the first five years of Henry’s life.
Thoreau’s father, John, while intellectual, “lived quietly, peacefully and
contentedly in the shadow of his wife,” Mrs. Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, who was dynamic
and outspoken with a strong love for nature and compassion for the downtrodden.
•
•
•
•

1st Helen -quiet, retiring, eventually a teacher.
2nd John Jr. -“his father turned inside out,” personable, interested
in ornithology, also taught.
3rd Henry (born July 12,1817) -speculative but not noticeably
precocious.
4th Sophia -independent, talkative, ultimately took over father’s
business and edited Henry’s posthumous publications.

The Thoreau’s constantly struggled with debt, and in 1818 John Sr. gave
up his farm outside Concord and moved into town. Later the same year he
moved his family to Chelmsford where he opened a shop which soon failed
and sent him packing to Boston to teach school.

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
In 1823 uncle Charles Jones Dunbar discovered graphite in New Hampshire and invited
John Thoreau to join Dunbar and Stow Pencil Makers back in Concord.
Henry’s Concord youth was “typical of any small town American boy of the 19th
century.”
Henry attended Miss Phœbe Wheeler’s private “infants” school, then the public
grammar school, where he studied the Bible and English classics such as William
Shakespeare, John Bunyan, Dr. Samuel Johnson and the Essayists.
Henry was considered “stupid” and “unsympathetic” by schoolmates he would not join
in play, earning the nicknames “Judge” and “the fine scholar with the big nose.”
At school he was withdrawn and anti-social but he loved outdoor excursions.
From 1828-1834 Henry attended Concord Academy (Phineas Allen, preceptor). Allen
taught the classics -Virgil, Sallust, Caesar, Euripides, Homer, Xenophon, Voltaire,
Molière and Racine in the original languages- and emphasized composition.
Henry also benefitted from the Concord Lyceum and particularly the natural history
lectures presented there.
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“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
WALTER HARDING’S BIOGRAPHY
Chapter 3 (1833-1837) -Thoreau enters Harvard (president Josiah Quincy), having
barely squeezed by his entrance exams and rooming with Charles S. Wheeler
Thoreau’s Harvard curriculum: Greek (8 terms under Felton and Dunkin)-composition,
grammar, “Greek Antiquities,” Xenophon, Demosthenes, Aeschines, Sophocles,
Euripides, Homer. Latin Grammar (8 terms under Beck and McKean)-composition, “Latin
Antiquities,” Livy, Horace, Cicero, Seneca, Juvenal. Mathematics (7 terms under
Pierce and Lovering) English (8 terms under ET Channing, Giles, W&G Simmons)grammar, rhetoric, logic, forensics, criticism, elocution, declamations, themes.
Mental Philosophy (under Giles) Paley, Stewart. Natural Philosophy (under
Lovering)-astronomy. Intellectual Philosophy (under Bowen) Locke, Say, Story.
Theology (2 terms under H Ware)-Paley, Butler, New Testament. Modern Languages
(voluntary) Italian (5 terms under Bachi) French (4 terms under Surault) German (4
terms under Bokum) Spanish (2 terms under Sales) Attended voluntary lectures on
German and Northern literature (Longfellow), mineralogy (Webster), anatomy
(Warren), natural history (Harris).
Thoreau was
classmates.

an

above

average

student

who

made

mixed

impressions

upon

his

In the spring of ‘36 Thoreau withdrew due to illness -later taught for a brief
period in Canton under the Rev. Orestes A. Brownson, a leading New England
intellectual who Harding suggests profoundly influenced Thoreau.
(Robert L. Lace, January-March 1986)
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Allen, Gay Wilson. “A New Look at Emerson and Science,” pages 58-78 in LITERATURE AND IDEAS IN
AMERICA: ESSAYS IN MEMORY OF HARRY HAYDEN CLARK. Robert Falk, ed. Athens OH: Ohio UP,
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1975

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
Allen examines NATURE and Waldo Emerson’s attitudes toward science in the light of
four of Emerson’s early lectures. These lectures, given in 1833-34, were about
science, and were titled “The Uses of Natural History,” “On the Relation of Man to
the Globe,” “Water,” and “The Naturalist.” Allen’s 1975 essay furthers the work
done by Harry Haydon Clark in his 1931 essay “Emerson and Science;” Clark did not
have access to these lectures.
The first lecture, “The Uses of Natural History,” was, Allen says, a “preliminary
sketch” for NATURE. In this lecture Emerson elaborated on the uses of nature much
as he did in NAATURE: how nature contributes to human health (beauty, rest); to
civilization (with due Emersonian skepticism about technology); to knowledge of
truth (here Allen discusses the influence of geology on Emerson: how the age of
the earth and the slowness of earth’s transformative processes confuted traditional
religious doctrine); and to self-understanding (nature as language that God speaks
to humanity — nature as image or metaphor of mind) (60-64).
Emerson’s second lecture, “On the Relation of Man to the Globe,” was also a
preliminary sketch for NATURE. In this lecture, Allen says,
Emerson drew heavily on his readings in geology, along with some
biology and chemistry, and attempted to demonstrate how
marvelously the world is adapted for human life. (64)
Emerson’s sources included Laplace, Mitscherlich, Cuvier; his arguments echoed
Lamarck (evolution, nature adapted to humans) and [the Reverend William] Paley
(argument from design) (64-67).
The third lecture, “Water,” was Emerson’s “most technical” according to Allen,
which is, perhaps, why it is not discussed at any length. It is also not assessed
for its scientific accuracy. Allen does say that Emerson “read up on the geological
effects of water, the laws of thermodynamics, the hydrostatic press, and related
subjects” (67).
Allen says that Emerson’s fourth lecture, “The Naturalist,” “made a strong plea
for a recognition of the importance of science in education” (60). Emerson
“emphasized particularly the study of nature to promote esthetic and moral growth”
(67). Emerson wanted science for the poet and poetry for the scientist; the
fundamental search for the causa causans (67-69). He was reading Gray and other
technical sources, observing nature, and reading philosphers of science, especially
Coleridge and Goethe (68).
Allen says that the value of these lectures is not merely the light they shed on
Nature but what they reveal about “his reading and thinking about science before
he had fused his ideas thus derived with the Neoplatonic and ‘transcendental’ ideas
of Plotinus, Swedenborg, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Carlyle, and seventeenth-century
English Platonists” (69).
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“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
Allen concludes that Waldo Emerson’s theory of nature in NATURE is
derived far more from Neoplatonism than modern scientific
knowledge, but Emerson was not turning his back on science; he
wanted instead to spiritualize science, to base science on the
theory that the physical world is an emanation of spirit, “the
apparition of God” (Chapter 6), or “a projection of God in the
unconscious.” (70)
Allen contends that Emerson’s theory anticipates Phenomenology in its emphasis on
mind/world interactions and correspondences. Science, Allen says, continued to have
a “pervasive influence” on Emerson’s thought even after 1836:
Indeed, the two most basic concepts in his philosophy, which he
never doubted, were “compensation” and “polarity,” both derived
from scientific “laws,” i.e. for every action there is a
reaction, and the phenomena of negative and positive poles in
electrodynamics. To these might also be added “circularity,”
which translated into poetic metaphors the principle of
“conservation of energy.” (75)
One could argue, I think, that these scientific laws were themselves “derived from”
philosophical and metaphysical speculations (e.g. Kant); their life-long
conceptual importance to Emerson, in other words, does not seem precisely described
as scientific.
[Cecily F. Brown, March 1992]

1832
February 5, Sunday: William Parkman died at the age of 91.
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 5th of 2nd M / Silent hard meeting & not much better in
the Afternoon tho’ Wm Almy & Ruth Freeborn were here & both
preached —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1837
At this point about half the children of Massachusetts were receiving what passed as a free public education,
and were thereby stigmatized as poor white trash. One of the things they were learning in these schools, of
course, was that although they were better than unschooled free black children, they were not as good as the
children of families who were able to pay to send them to a private school such as the school of the Thoreau
brothers.
The Thoreaus lived on the site of the present Concord Free Public Library building (which has been erected in
1873), in the “Parkman house, to fall of 1844.” It was in this home that the Thoreau brothers had their school.
I don’t know whether this piece of “Parkman” property in Concord had anything to do with the Bostonian
adventurer, historian, and horticulturist, Francis Parkman, or with his physician uncle, the Doctor George
Parkman who was a real estate speculator and got himself murderized and cut into little pieces in 1849 by
attempting to collect money he had loaned to the chemistry professor at Harvard Medical College, but I rather
suspect not. I suspect, instead, that it had to do with Deacon William Parkman, the first postmaster of Concord,
a local guy who if related to George Parkman at all was related but distantly. His house and shop were on the
Library corner behind the Black Horse tavern. This building became the Concord post office when Parkman
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was succeeded as postmaster by the lawyer John L. Tuttle:

In support of this I submit the following contemporary entry from Waldo Emerson’s journal:
Henry Thoreau told a good story of William Parkman,
who (kept store) lived in the house he now occupies, & kept
a store close by. He hung out a salt fish for a sign, & it hung
so long & grew so hard, black & deformed, that the deacon forgot
what thing it was, & nobody in town knew, but being examined
chemically it proved to be salt fish. But duly every morning the
deacon hung it on its peg.
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This early story about Deacon William Parkman of the general store on Main Street (near where the Concord
Free Public Library now stands) would later be worked into the WALDEN text as:

WALDEN: This closed car smells of salt fish, the strong New
England and commercial scent, reminding me of the Grand Banks and
the fisheries. Who has not seen a salt fish, thoroughly cured for
this world, so that nothing can spoil it, and putting the
perseverance of the saints to the blush? with which you may sweep
or pave the streets, and split your kindlings, and the teamster
shelter himself and his lading against sun wind and rain behind
it, –and the trader, as a Concord trader once did, hang it up by
his door for a sign when he commences business, until at last his
oldest customer cannot tell surely whether it be animal,
vegetable, or mineral, and yet it shall be as pure as a snowflake,
and if it be put into a pot and boiled, will come out an excellent
dun fish for a Saturday’s dinner.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

WILLIAM PARKMAN
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(Of course, for the first half of this year Thoreau was still in his dorm room at college.)
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1838
September 8, Saturday: Waldo Emerson to his journal:
Henry Thoreau told a good story of William Parkman,
who (kept store) lived in the house he now occupies, & kept
a store close by. He hung out a salt fish for a sign, & it hung
so long & grew so hard, black & deformed, that the deacon forgot
what thing it was, & nobody in town knew, but being examined
chemically it proved to be salt fish. But duly every morning the
deacon hung it on its peg.

(During this year, on the Georges Bank, a fisherman brought up a humongous cod that would weigh in at 180
pounds.)
This early story about Deacon William Parkman of the general store on Main Street (near where the Concord
Free Public Library now stands) would later be worked into the WALDEN text as:

WALDEN: This closed car smells of salt fish, the strong New
England and commercial scent, reminding me of the Grand Banks and
the fisheries. Who has not seen a salt fish, thoroughly cured for
this world, so that nothing can spoil it, and putting the
perseverance of the saints to the blush? with which you may sweep
or pave the streets, and split your kindlings, and the teamster
shelter himself and his lading against sun wind and rain behind
it, –and the trader, as a Concord trader once did, hang it up by
his door for a sign when he commences business, until at last his
oldest customer cannot tell surely whether it be animal,
vegetable, or mineral, and yet it shall be as pure as a snowflake,
and if it be put into a pot and boiled, will come out an excellent
dun fish for a Saturday’s dinner.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

WILLIAM PARKMAN
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1839
The Thoreaus were living near (but not on) the site of the present Concord Free Public Library building (which
would anyway not be erected until 1873), in the “Parkman house, to fall of 1844.” It was in this home that the
Thoreau brothers would hold their school.
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

A word of caution: In a photo he used in his HENRY DAVID THOREAU: A PROFILE (NY: Hill and Wang, 1971),
Professor Walter Roy Harding unfortunately misidentified the Nathan Brooks house (which was the one that
was moved in 1872 to make way for the CFPL) as this Parkman house, and this misidentification has since
been perpetuated due to the unwarranted credulity of uncritical readers toward whatever gets published as a
book. In fact the Parkman store and house were located behind and to the right of the Nathan Brooks house,
on the Main Street side, and are visible as such in this photo. To summarize: the present CFPL building
occupies the Nathan Brooks house site, not the Parkman house site at which the Thoreau family resided.

1840
The Thoreaus were living near (but not on) the site of the present Concord Free Public Library building, in the
“Parkman house, to fall of 1844.” It was in this home that the Thoreau brothers would hold their school.
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

According to Dr. Jarvis, there were some alterations made in the church structure to accommodate the fact that
there were no longer four deacons associated with the services of the Reverend Ripley:
In accordance with old customs the seats for the Deacons were
adjoined to and in front of the pulpit in the church until the
last alteration in 1840. The floor of this apartment and the
seats were raised 8 or 9 inches above the rest of the house so
that the occupants could see and be seen by all the congregation.
The four deacons always sat there until the retirement of
Deacons Parkman4 and [John] White and by Deacons [Francis]
Jarvis and [Thomas] Hubbard until their death. Deacons [Joe?]
Brown and [Cyrus] Hosmer sat there on the forenoon of Communion
day. The Deacons were always in their seats before Dr. Ripley
arrived, and when he entered the house they all rose and bowed,
stood until he passed them and ascended the pulpit steps; as he
passed they reverentially bowed their heads, and the Doctor
4. Deacon William Parkman, who had become a deacon of the 1st Parish Church in 1788, had left off being a deacon in 1826, and
had died in 1832.
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courteously bowed in return. This was a graceful and dignified
ceremony.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD

1841
The Thoreaus were living near (but not on) the site of the present Concord Free Public Library building, in the
“Parkman house, to fall of 1844.” It was in this home that the Thoreau brothers would hold their school.
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

1842
The Thoreaus were living near (but not on) the site of the present Concord Free Public Library building, in the
“Parkman house, to fall of 1844.” It was in this home that the Thoreau brothers would hold their school.
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

1843
The Thoreaus were living near (but not on) the site of the present Concord Free Public Library building, in the
“Parkman house, to fall of 1844.” It was in this home that the Thoreau brothers would hold their school.
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP
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1844
The Thoreaus were winding up their affairs in the Parkman house near (but not on) the site of the present
Concord Free Public Library building, and getting ready to make other arrangements. “Made pencils in 1844.”
CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

Thoreau was preparing to go to Walden Pond to work on his first book, revising and copying the scrappy
remains of his 1837-1844 volumes into the Long Book, drafting original passages of narration and description,
and incorporating journal entries not originally related to the trip taken by the two brothers.

1855
December 27: English actress Laura Keene reopened New-York’s Metropolitan Theatre as “Laura Keene’s Varieties.”
George Frederick Byron (later the 9th Baron Byron), son of Frederick and Mary Jane Byron and grandson of
the 7th Lord Byron, was born.
Henry Thoreau noted in his journal that he had kept Town School a fortnight in Concord in 1837.

Dec 27th 8
Recalled this evening—with the aid of Mother the various houses (&
towns) in
which I have lived—& some other events of my life.
Uncle David d. when I was Born July 12th 1817 in the 6 weeks old—I
was
baptized in old M. H. by Dr Ripley when I was 3 months & did not cry
Minott House, on the Virginia Road
Where Father occupied Grandmother's carrying on the farm Si
Merriam next
neighbor 3ds—^The Catherines the other half
Bob. Catherines & John threw up the Turkies
of the house— Lived there about Si Merriam the neighbor 81 months.
We the W side
The Red House, Where Grandmother Lived—^till
Sep or Oct. (?) 1818—hiring of Josiah Davis There were cousin
Charles
agent for Woodards— & (uncle C more or less)
Ac. to *Day Book Father hired of Proctor Oct 16th 1818—& shop of
Spaulding Nov 10th 1818
Chelmsford till March 1821 Last change in Chelmsford
about mid of March `21
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Aunt Sarah taught me to walk there when 14
months old.— Lived next the M. H. where they kept the
powder in the garret. Father kept shop—& painted—signs &c
5 or
Popes House at South End in Boston^6 (?) months
Moved from Chelmsford through Concord
a 10 footer & may have tarried in Concord a little while.
Day book says “Moved to Pinkney Street Sep 10th 1821 on Monday”.
Whitwell's House Pinkney St. Boston to Mar. 1823 (?)
Brick House—Concord—to spring of 1826
Davis House—(next to S. Hoars) to May 7th '27

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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*Day-book 1st used by Grandfather dated 1797. His part cut out & used
by Father in Concord in 1808-9126. & in Chelmsford 1818-19-20-21
236
Shattuck House (now Wm Monroe's) to Spring Hollis Hall Cam.
of 35—(Hollis. Cambridge. '33)
Aunts House to Spring of '37—at Brownson's
Hollis Hall &
Canton. While teaching in winter of 35— Went
to N. York with Father peddling in '36
Parkman House to fall of '44. Was GraduHollis-Cambridge
ated in '37. Kept Town School
a fortnight in '37 (?)— Began the
Big Red Journal Oct '37— Found
first arrowheads Fall127 of '37—. Wrote a Lecture
(my first) on Society, May 14th 38 & read
it before the Lyceum in the Mason's Hall—
Ap. 11th '38— Went to Maine for a
May 17
school in Spring of 38 Commenced school in the house in summer of
'38. Wrote an essay on Sound & Silence
Dec '38.— Fall of '39 up Merrimack to
White Mts.— Aulus Persius Flaccus
first printed paper of128 consequence, Feb 10th
546
1840— The Red Journal of 396 ps
ended June 1840— Journal of 396 ps
R.W.E.'s ended Jan 31st 41 Went to R.W.E's
in Spring of 41 & stayed there to summer of '43
Wm Emersons Went to Staten Island June '43—& returned
Staten Island %or to Thanksgiving%
in Dec%^%'43— Made pencils in '44—
Texas House to Aug 29th '50. At Walden
Walden July 45 to fall of '47—then at R.W.E's to fall
R.W.E's of 48 or while he was in Europe.
Yellow-House reformed till present”
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: June 4, 2013
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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