JOHN VON NEUMANN

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY
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1870
Max Neumann (Neumann Miksa) was born in a Hungarian Jewish family. His family would take him to
Budapest in the late 1880s. He would be a non-practicing Jew and would become a corporation lawyer,
for a banking enterprise. He would marry a woman, Margaret Kann (Kann Margit), from a prosperous family.
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1903
December 28, Monday: John von Neumann was born as Neumann Janos in Budapest, Hungary, the 1st son of the
corporation lawyer Neumann Miksa and his society wife Kann Margit (in that language, family names are put
first; his family was substantial but had not as yet purchased its “von” title). In 1903 Budapest was not only
growing rapidly, but offered a heady intellectual and cultural and artistic atmosphere. It has been recorded that
this metropolis “was about to produce one of the most glittering single generations of scientists, writers, artists,
musicians, and useful expatriate millionaires to come from one small community since the city-states of the
Italian Renaissance.”

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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1909
Little John von Neumann was becoming fascinated with the nature of numbers and logic at an extraordinarily
early age. Even at the age of 6, when he saw his mother staring aimlessly in front of her, the prodigy inquired
“What are you calculating?”

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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1911
At the age of 8 little John von Neumann the number freak became fascinated also with history — and so he
sat down in his family’s library in Budapest and perused all 44 of the volumes of the set of universal history
which they had on their shelves.

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE
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1914
At the age of 10 John von Neumann was sent off to the Lutheran Gymnasium, regarded at the time as one of
the three best institutions in Budapest of its kind.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.
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1921
John von Neumann was sent to spend his first two years of higher education in Berlin, in a non-degree
chemistry program. He had little interest in either chemistry or engineering but his dad the corporation lawyer
was a practical man, and at that time German chemical engineering had been such a success story that the field
was regarded as something that almost guaranteed a good living. To occupy his mind productively, that
summer he enrolled at the Budapest University as a candidate for an advanced doctorate in mathematics. His
PhD thesis project there would be to attempt axiomatization of the set theory that had been developed by
George Cantor.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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1922
While he was yet 17, John von Neumann saw his 1st paper published. Dealing with the zeros of certain
minimal polynomials, it appeared in the Journal of the German Mathematical Society.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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1923
At the age of 20, John von Neumann presented a definition of ordinal numbers (this definition has been
universally adopted). He took the entrance exam for 2d year standing in the chemical engineering program at
the prestigious Eidgennossische Technische Hochschule in Zürich — at which Albert Einstein had famously,
in 1895, initially failed the entrance exam. In spite of the fact that he often cut class, he would achieve a perfect
grade of 6 in each of his courses (organic chemistry, inorganic chemistry, analytical chemistry, experimental
physics, higher mathematics, and French) during his 1st semester of Winter 1923/1924.
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1926
After studying chemistry in a non-degree program at the University of Berlin for a couple of years, John von
Neumann had transferred to the chemical engineering program at the Eidgennossische Technische Hochschule
in Zürich, and at this point was awarded simultaneously a diploma in chemical engineering there and, for his
dissertation about axiomatization of the set theory that had been developed by George Cantor, a PhD in
mathematics from the University of Budapest. He was 22. After receiving these diplomas he went over to the
university in Göttingen, Germany to attend to some other interests. Theories had begun to appear in the
quantum mechanics of atomic particles, attempting to deal with some discrepancies that were showing up
when scientists attempted to use purely Newtonian physics to describe their observations at this level of
tininess. One of these discrepancies has to do with the wavelengths of light that atoms can absorb and emit:
hydrogen, for example, although it can absorb energy at 656.3 nm, 486.1 nm, 434.0 nm, or 410.2 nm, curiously
does not absorb energy at wavelengths in between. Newton would have predicted that an electron orbiting the
nucleus in an atom ought to radiate all wavelengths of light, therefore losing energy and quickly falling into
the nucleus. Since, very clearly, this was not what was happening in the real world, Max Plank had in 1900
introduced a new theory of “quanta” according to which energy could be emitted only in very specific packets.
Two competing theories had arisen to describe the nature of an atom which could only absorb and emit energy
in specific quanta. Erwin Schrödinger had proposed that the electron in hydrogen, like a string in a musical
instrument which emits a specific tone along with overtones, would have a certain “tone” at which it would
emit energy. He had created a wave equation that correctly described the wavelengths of light that hydrogen
did emit. Werner Heisenberg, Max Born, and Pascual Jordan, however, at Göttingen, had put their focus on
the position and momentum of an electron in an atom. Since these values were not directly observable (only
the light emitted by that atom could be observed) they might actually be exhibiting some behavior very unlike
the motion of a Newtonian particle and we’d be none the wiser. The scientists at Göttingen had theorized that
the values of position and momentum should be described by mathematical constructs other than ordinary
numbers. They made use of matrices and matrix algebra to describe the motion of the electron. These two
systems had, however, been already demonstrated to be mathematically equivalent to each other. Von
Neumann set out to discover what it was that these mathematically equivalent models, wave mechanics and
matrix mechanics, had in common.
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Through a more rigorous mathematical approach he wanted to find a new theory, more fundamental and
powerful than the other two. He abstracted the two systems using an axiomatic approach, in which each logical
state is the definite consequence of the previous state. Von Neumann constructed the rules of “abstract Hilbert
space” to aid in his development of a mathematical structure for quantum theory. His formalism of the subject
allowed considerable advances to be made by others and even predicted strange new consequences, such as
that consciousness and observations alone can affect electrons in the laboratory.
But this was just something our guy was doing in his spare time for fun. Beginning in this year and continuing
into 1929, John von Neumann became a privatdocent (lecturer) at the University of Berlin. He was working
also on operator theory.
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1928
In regard to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
•
•
•
•

•

Pfleumer of Germany provided the 1st magnetic tape for use as a data-storage device in computers.
A Russian immigrant, Vladimir Zworykin, invented the CRT cathode ray tube.
Baird constructed the 1st mechanical color TV.
Ralph Hartley, an engineer at Bell Labs, used the term “information” to describe the amount of
message, as opposed to static, that flowed through a telephone wire. He described it as the useful
part, the part that the engineer would attempt to preserve and magnify. At that early point, no
attempt was yet being made to distinguish between information and meaning, so if you transmitted
the message “Yes, I will marry you” to a recipient who already knew you would, the information
content of the message was taken to be zero rather than one bit. It would not be until 1948 that this
separation of information from meaning would map the social distinction between the engineering
functionary whose job it was to get a message from here to there with a minimum of distortion, and
who was therefore intent upon maximizing information transfer without regard for meaning, and,
on the other hand, the information providers and recipients whose concern it was to maximize the
meaningfulness of their communication without regard for the technical theory of intermediate
information transfer. By focusing on maximizing information rather than taking any concern for
meaningfulness, the engineer may embrace the task of getting the probability of error in
transmission as close to zero as might be desired, which is what is now referred to as the
“fundamental theorem” of information theory. –And this is the reason we can now toss around our
CDs in a way that we would never have dared in the days of LP vinyl records: because there are
now built-in error correction codes to eliminate noise due to scratches and fingerprints, and because
we are now relying upon digital rather than analog techniques of mediation.
In his “minimax theorem,” John von Neumann established the groundwork for a mathematical
theory of games (this would appear in 1944 as a treatise written jointly with Oskar Morgenstern,
THEORY OF GAMES AND ECONOMIC BEHAVIOR). His minimax theorem is that for a large class of 2person zero-sum games, there’s just no point in playing. Either player may consider, for each
possible strategy of play, the maximum loss that he can expect to sustain with that strategy and then
choose as his “optimal” strategy the one that minimizes the maximum loss. If a player follows this
reasoning, then he can be statistically confident of not losing more than that value called the
minimax value. Since (this is the assertion of the theorem) that minimax value is the negative of the
one, similarly defined, that his opponent can guarantee for himself, the long-run outcome is
completely determined by the rules.
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1929
News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
•
•
•

AT&T patented coaxial cable.
An artificial larynx was developed, that makes speech possible for people whose larynxes have
been surgically removed.
John von Neumann became a privatdocent (lecturer) at the University of Hamburg. He was still
working mainly on quantum physics and operator theory. Largely because of his work, quantum
physics and operator theory can be viewed as two aspects of the same subject.
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1930
John von Neumann became a visiting lecturer at Princeton University. (With Jewish ancestry, he had of course
pretty much worn out his welcome in the 3d Reich.)
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1931
John von Neumann became a professor at Princeton University.
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1932
John von Neumann offered a precise formulation and proof of the “ergodic hypothesis” of statistical
mathematics. (His book on quantum mechanics, THE MATHEMATICAL FOUNDATIONS OF QUANTUM
MECHANICS, published during this year, remains a standard treatment of the subject.)

A Harvard expedition to Australia collected Kronosaurus queenslandicus, a 135,000,000-year-old marine
reptile fossil with a 9-foot skull and banana-sized teeth (researchers were aided in excavating the fossil from
a limestone quarry by an explosives expert nicknamed “The Maniac”).

THE SCIENCE OF 1932
Fossil diggers in Australia also recovered a 25,000,000-year-old toothed dwarf whale that would be assigned
the name Mammalodon. It would be described as having been a “bottom-feeding mud-sucker.”
PALEONTOLOGY
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1933
John von Neumann became a professor at the newly founded Institute for Advanced Study on Princeton
University’s campus, and would retain that position for the remainder of his short life. His attention becoming
focused upon a challenge that had been issued in 1900 by David Hilbert in regard to 23 basic theoretical
problems for 20th-century mathematical research, he solved a special case of the 5th problem, the case of
compact groups.

One of his colleagues there would be a European professor who had been displaced by Nazi Antisemitism,
Albert Einstein.1
Robert Broom’s THE COMING OF MAN: WAS IT ACCIDENT OR DESIGN? brought Leibniz up to date by offering
that although evolution was being driven by spiritual agencies having conflicting priorities, the ultimate
objective of all evolution had been the devising of humankind. (Taking this a couple steps further, was the
ultimate objective of the evolution of humankind the production of Robert Broom, and the publication of this
book THE COMING OF MAN: WAS IT ACCIDENT OR DESIGN? –One might entertain such an hypothesis.)

1. According to what he told the Queen of Belgium, Professor Einstein found Princeton to be “a quaint and ceremonious little village
of puny demigods on stilts.”
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1935
During the second half of the 1930s the main part of Professor John von Neumann’s publications (written
partly in collaboration with F.J. Murray) would be on the “rings of operators” which are now referred to as
Neumann algebras, that have proven to be so useful in the study of quantum physics. This is based on the
realization that what really determines the character of the dimensional structure of a space is the group of
rotations that the structure allows. An important outgrowth is “continuous geometry.” The groups of rotations
associated with rings of operators make possible the description of space with continuously varying
dimensions.

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

John Von Neumann
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1940
News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
•

At about this point Professor John von Neumann began to focus more on applications than on new
pure research into number theory.

•

At Bell Labs, George Stibitz demonstrates the Complex Number Calculator, which may be the 1st
digital computer.
First color TV broadcast.
Remote processing experiments, conducted by Bell Laboratories, create the 1st terminal.
It was at about this point that Zuse completed the “Z2,” keeping the mechanical memory but using
relay logic. He couldn’t interest anyone in funding him.
It was early in this decade that Howard Aiken’s Mark I electromechanical calculator was being
built for IBM, the calculator which unlike Charles Babbage’s 1830 machine lacked a “conditional
branch,” the If ... then statement of computing which would make it possible to create subroutines.
Jorge Luis Borghes’s “Garden of Forking Paths” gave us an early idea of what narrative hypertext
was going to look like, once we had the technology properly to implement such an idea.2
Having already taken a MA in electrical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, for a Master’s thesis “A Symbolic Analysis of Relay and Switching Circuits” on the
use of Boolean algebra to analyze and optimize relay switching circuits, in this year Claude
Shannon received also a PhD in Mathematics, for a Doctoral thesis on theoretical genetics. While at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology he had also been working on the differential analyzer, a
type of non-electronic mechanism for obtaining approximate numerical solutions to ordinary
differential equations that had been developed by Dr. Vannevar Bush.

•
•
•
•

•
•

2. For Jorge Luis Borghes’s idea, monolingual gringos can refer to the collection of stories published in English as LABYRINTHS.
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1944
Professor John von Neumann’s and Professor Oskar Morgenstern’s THEORY OF GAMES AND ECONOMIC
BEHAVIOR.

Theoretical physicist Erwin Schrödinger’s WHAT IS LIFE? suggested that living organisms were storing and
passing along information, perhaps using something more or less resembling Morse code (this speculation
would prove an inspiration for James Watson, Francis Crick, and Maurice Wilkins, who would share the Nobel
prize for discovering the structure of DNA).
Speaking of playing games with life, during this year the USA would be dropping 22,885 tons of conventional
bombs of various types, explosive and incendiary, on the Tokyo-Kawasaki-Yokohama area of Japan,
because we could.
WORLD WAR II
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1945
News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
•

•
•

•

Friedrich Hayek’s free-market manifesto “The Use of Knowledge in Society” argued that a single
person’s knowledge was by definition partial, and truth could be achieved only by people pooling
their insights.
Arthur C. Clarke proposed the use of geostationary satellites for world communications.
John W. Mauchly and J. Presper Eckert at the University of Pennsylvania created ENIAC
(Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer), the first working digital, general-purpose,
electronic computer ever built, on government contract, secretly, to calculate trajectories for World
War II artillery shells. While ENIAC was being built a team member met with John von Neumann,
who was interested in crunching numbers for the Manhattan Project to produce a nuclear weapon,
and von Neumann would contribute ideas for ENIAC’s successor, EDVAC (Electronic Discrete
Variable Calculator) and write “First Draft of a Report on the EDVAC,” which would include
certain of Eckert’s and Mauchly’s concepts without crediting them for these concepts. Mauchly
would explain why von Neumann was given all the credit to the fact that when our historians go to
assign credit for discoveries, they always strive to attribute these discoveries to whatever person
had at the time the biggest reputation. In other words, von Neumann would get away with this
simply because he was already famous — and they, working in anonymity on a classified military
project, were not.
A new writing implement was introduced at this point, which somewhat joined the convenience of
the pencil with the permanence of ink. This new technology, the “ballpoint pen,” was characterized
in Scientific American in the following manner:
Using a miniature ball bearing as its writing contact
and viscous ink, a new writing instrument which rolls
the ink onto the surface dry, instead of inscribing it
wet with a pen point, has just been announced. It is
claimed that the pen cannot leak or drip and that ink
cannot be shaken out of it.

•

(Yeah, but this was a gravity-flow device and US scientists had yet to figure out how to make it
write while upside down. The Russkis, going into space, would solve the problem by reverting to
pencils.)
John von Neumann joined the ENIAC team and during this year and the next would be writing a
report describing the future computer that eventually would be built under the name “EDVAC”
(“Electronic Discrete Variable Automatic Computer”). This report happens to have been the 1st
description of the design of a stored-program computer. An early draft which failed to credit other
team members such as Eckert and Mauchly received too-wide distribution, leading to von
Neumann getting too much credit, e.g., the term “von Neumann computer” which was derived from
this paper — and the term “von Neumann bottleneck” which was derived from “von Neumann
computer” as people became more and more irritated with the inherent limitations of exclusively
serial processing.
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In the World War II period and its Cold War aftermath, this polymath John von Neumann first would embrace
the cause of using the implosion method rather than the gun method to bring nuclear bombs to detonation,3
and then would be instrumental in the development of a hydrogen megabomb. –Every mother’s favorite son,
a real charmer, he would sometimes find himself being referred to, for some inexplicable reason, as “Dr.
Strangelove.”

3. The two atomic bombs that we dropped on Japanese cities were of differing kinds, which is precisely why we did rush to drop
two before the Japanese had a chance to surrender — we needed to evaluate the one against the other under realistic conditions in
order to decide which of these two killing technologies to embrace for our great future. One of our A-bombs, Little Boy, that we
dropped on Hiroshima, relied upon a gun-type detonation mechanism in which we simply fired a smaller chunk of the Uranium238
we produced in a huge separation plant in Tennessee into a cavity in a larger chunk of the same U238 material, instantaneously
creating the required critical mass, while the other, Fat Man, relied upon a more dicey implosion detonation mechanism in which

we completely surrounded a mass of the Plutonium239 we prepared at Hanford, Washington with high explosives that, when they
detonated, would suddenly compress this Pt239 to its supercritical level. Chunks of pure Pt239, which can be separated using
chemical means, are easier and cheaper to produce, but the Pt239 bombs cannot be made using the simpler gun method. Von
Neumann’s contribution was to build a mathematical model that reassured us that this implosion method, that made it possible to
use the more available Pt239, was of sufficient reliability — that the Pt239 weapons would indeed go off.
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1949
June:

A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
Maurice Wilkes (1913-2010) and his team at Cambridge University completed the EDSAC (Electronic Delay
Storage Automatic Computer), which was closely based on the EDVAC design report from John von
Neumann’s group. This was the 1st operational stored-program computer that wasn’t a prototype. Its I/O was
by paper tape, and it had a sort of mechanical read-only memory for booting, consisting of rotary telephone
switches. Its main memory was of another new type, invented by Eckert: the “ultrasonic” or “delay line”
memory. In this type, the data was repeatedly converted back and forth between electrical pulses and ultrasonic
pulses; only the bits currently in electrical form were accessible. (The ultrasonic pulses were typically fired
from one end of a tank of mercury to the other, though other substances were also used.) In the EDSAC, 32
mercury tanks 5 feet long gave a total of 256 35-bit words of memory.
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August 29, Monday: President Harry S Truman proclaimed the North Atlantic Pact, as signed by twelve nations in
Washington on April 4th, to be in effect. Implementation of this pact was entrusted to a North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). On December 19th of the following year, General Dwight D. Eisenhower would be
appointed commander of the combined forces, being designated Supreme Allied Commander, Europe.
Hommage à Chopin for piano by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time. The work was
commissioned by UNESCO to mark the centennial of the death of Chopin.
First Soviet detonation of a nuclear device, at Semipaltinsk, Kazakhstan in the Ustyurt desert.

This was “Joe One.” (The bomb was named after the infamous Cold Warrior, Uncle Iosef Vissarionovich
Dzugashvili — the above is merely a computer printout of everyone’s favorite pinup, another Cold Warrior,
Johnny Von Neumann.) John von Neumann would begin immediately to speak in favor of a pre-emptive
atomic strike: “If you say why not bomb them tomorrow, I say why not today? If you say today at five o’clock,
I say why not one o’clock?” (In the Kremlin, “Stalin” would be thinking in exactly the same way, speculating
about the possibility of a quick nuclear war in which he might seize the West Coast of the USA.)
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Norbert Wiener was just horrified that the inventor of game theory, someone who supposedly knew how to
think, could take such an irrational attitude. Who would have imagined that Dr. Strangelove had gone insane?
Wiener pointed out with plain common sense what rationality actually would consist of in such a situation:
“When war becomes a form of mutual suicide, you don’t want to win the game. You want to get out of the
game.”

Stop the world ...
Norbert would add that while one of the basic immutable presumptions of game theory was that everyone was
going to be perfectly rational, in this real world “Where knaves assemble, there will always be fools.”
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1952
November 1, Saturday (US time): Just as predicted by MANIAC (the universal computer device imagined by Alan
Turing and John von Neumann), Ivy Mike went off with a bang, the 1st hydrogen fusion device, vaporizing
Elugelab Island in Enewetak atoll in the South Pacific. Helicopter examination of the site an hour later
indicated that the test had been entirely successful: where the island had been there was now a crater almost
two kilometers in diameter and fully 164 feet deep, full of muddy sea water. Surrounding islands of this atoll
had been stripped of all life. Two new elements, einsteinium and fermium, would be found on the site. We had
an answer to our question, what to do when an A-bomb is not large enough.
H-BOMB
“There is only one way to accept America and that is in
hate; one must be close to one’s land, passionately
close in some way or other, and the only way to be close
to America is to hate it; it is the only way to love
America.”
— Lionel Trilling
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1956
August: John von Neumann was informed that he had terminal cancer. He would find this information difficult to deal
with as he could not understand why a superior consciousness such as his would have to cease.

Britain’s initial commercial-electric-power-generating nuclear reactor, Calder Hall Unit 1 on the coast at
Seascale, Cumbria, came online.
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1957
February 8, Friday: John von Neumann died 18 months after discovery of his cancer. He had a real rough time of it
(never in his life did he manifest any control over or any understanding of his emotions). Is this any way to
run a universe — why the holy hell am I not immortal?
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1984
In this year for the first time we generated more electricity by nuclear power than by hydro power. Dam dumb
old way, wise-guy new way! –Who needs renewable energy?

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
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A computer image of our wise guy Johnny was prepared (using a line printer and the fanfold paper of that era?
— on the JOHNNIAC computer?):

OK, the above is not a pretty picture. To illustrate his life, I have chosen one of the uggier pictures of a pudgy
plain guy in a suit (who was anyway quite incapable of looking nice on film). I just don’t opinion that he
deserves a better image than this one. That’s because one of Professor John von Neumann’s most strikingly
insane projects, to the study of which he had proposed to apply computer techniques, had been the dyeing
black of the white polar icecaps so as to increase the amount of solar energy they could absorb — thus warming
the Earth enough to cause the climate of Iceland to approximate that of Hawaii.4

(By way of radical contrast with this sort of attitude, the sort of attitude that was characteristic of such swell
guys-in-suits as this Johnny, I would offer the attitude of Henry Thoreau as recorded in WALDEN.)

4. Well, we’re sure as hell going there in a handbasket now, aren’t we? Smart people can be so damn stupid sometimes!
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WALDEN: As with our colleges, as with a hundred “modern
improvements”; there is an illusion about them; there is not
always a positive advance. The devil goes on exacting compound
interest to the last for his early share and numerous succeeding
investments in them. Our inventions are wont to be pretty toys,
which distract our attention from serious things. They are but
improved means to an unimproved end, an end which it was already
but too easy to arrive at; as railroads lead to Boston or New
York. We are in great haste to construct a magnetic telegraph from
Maine to Texas; but Maine and Texas, it may be, have nothing
important to communicate. Either is in such a predicament as the
man who was earnest to be introduced to a distinguished deaf
woman, but when he was presented, and one end of her ear trumpet
was put into his hand, had nothing to say. As if the main object
were to talk fast and not to talk sensibly. We are eager to tunnel
under the Atlantic and bring the old world some weeks nearer to
the new; but perchance the first news that will leak through into
the broad, flapping American ear will be that the Princess
Adelaide has the whooping cough.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

ADELAIDE
HARRIET MARTINEAU

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

John Von Neumann

HDT

JOHN VON NEUMANN

WHAT?

INDEX

JOHN VON NEUMANN

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: March 21, 2015
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

