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October 22, Sunday (Old Style): James Manning was born to Isaac Manning and Grace “Catherine” Fitz Randolph 
Manning of Elizabethtown (Elizabeth), New Jersey, constituent members of the Scotch Plains Baptist church.
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At about the age of 18, James Manning began to prepare for college under the instruction of the Reverend Isaac 
Eaton of Hopewell, New Jersey.
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After two years of being tutored by the Reverend Isaac Eaton of Hopewell, New Jersey, James Manning 
entered the College of New Jersey.

At the beginning of his studies there he made a public profession of faith.
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James Manning graduated from the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University), 2d in his class. Shortly, 
he would enter the ministry. The Philadelphia Association of Baptists resolved to establish a Baptist college, 
chose Rhode Island for its location, and charged this newly minted Reverend to carry out their project.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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The Reverend James Manning got married with Margaret Stites. The newlyweds would spend a honeymoon 
year traveling extensively through the American colonies combining business with pleasure — Mr. Manning 
having been chosen by the Philadelphia Association of Baptists to lead their enterprise of establishing, 
somewhere, a Baptist college at which (per the historian Isaac Backus) “education might be promoted and 
superior learning obtained, free from any sectarian tests.”

April 19, Tuesday: The Reverend James Manning was publicly ordained to the ministry.
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July: The Reverend James Manning arrived in Newport, Rhode Island with a plan for a “liberal and catholic” 

institution of higher education: the College of Rhode Island. Rhode Island’s leading citizens had previously 
heard a similar plan presented by the Congregationalist Reverend Ezra Stiles. He, assisted by the attorney 

William Ellery, Jr., drew up a charter based on the Reverend Manning’s draft and this was presented to the 
General Assembly. This charter’s “catholic” plan was to divide the Corporation’s power about equally among 
Baptists (who would make up a majority of the Trustees) and Presbyterians, while allowing a few seats to 
Quakers and Anglicans (no actual Roman Catholics or Jews or, Heaven forbid, Moslems or Buddhists or 
Hindus need apply). (Long afterward, this would be regarded as the genesis of Brown University.)

Interestingly, although no provision whatever was being made for any Jewish involvement in higher education, 
it was at the Jacob Rivera mansion on the Parade in Newport, then being used as the residence of Deputy 
Governor John Gardiner, that the meeting was held in which the plan was announced to interested citizens.

August: An application for a charter for a Baptist institution of higher education was submitted to the General 
Assembly of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

A Man with a Plan
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February: The Philadelphia Association of Baptists, an association of 29 Baptist churches in various locations, having 
conspired together to create a “seminary of polite literature” in order to raise up a generation of learned pastors 
for their pulpits, they obtained a charter from the Rhode Island General Assembly for the establishment of a 
Baptist college, the College of Rhode Island. The Reverend Isaac Backus of Middleborough, known by some 
as “the father of American Baptists,” among others, helped in this effort. The Reverend James Manning and 
wife would relocate to the town of Warren, about ten miles from Providence, in order to establish there a 
Baptist church and Latin school.
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September: At Newport on Aquidneck Island occurred the first meeting of the new governing body for the proposed 
new Rhode Island institution of higher education. Among the 24 officials was Governor Stephen Hopkins, 
later to become a signer of the Declaration of Independence, who was named as the institution’s first 
chancellor, his political opponent Samuel Ward, who would serve several terms as the state governor, 
and Nicholas Brown (grandfather of the Nicholas Brown, Jr. after whom the College of Rhode Island 
eventually would be renamed Brown University). The Reverend James Manning, the originator of the idea, 
was settling in as pastor of a new Baptist church in Warren, and opening a Latin school there.

Since there is a story floating around to the effect that Rhode Island College was founded “by an assorted group 
of Revivalist Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, and Anglicans,” I will mention that not only was the 
first college president and sole instructor a Baptist minister, but also, later on, when one of his successors as 
college president would come to be suspected of not believing in each and every tenet of the Baptist faith — 
the man would be driven out.

November 15, Thursday: A Baptist church was organized for Warren, Rhode Island, over which the Reverend James 
Manning was installed as pastor. This would last some six years.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


REVEREND JAMES MANNING JAMES MANNING

HDT WHAT? INDEX

The Reverend James Manning was formally voted in as “President of the College of Rhode Island, and 
Professor of Languages, and other branches of learning, with full power to act in these capacities at Warren,” 
Rhode Island and would begin in 1766 with one student, William Rogers, who would grow up to become a 
Baptist preacher and educator in Philadelphia. Three others would join the class within a few days, and at the 
first commencement, in 1769, a class of seven would be graduated.

September: In Rhode Island occurred the second annual meeting of the new board of governors for their institution of 
higher education. As expected, the Reverend James Manning became the institution’s first president, and the 
Latin school he was setting up in his parsonage in Warren would become the first home of the College of 
Rhode Island.

Professor Manning was to teach languages, and in addition was to teach all the “other Branches of Learning.” 
The mountain labored, and brought forth a mouse: a 14-year-old named William Rogers, of Newport, would 
for the first nine months of its existence be this new school’s sole pupil.
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The Reverend James Manning, “President of the College of Rhode Island, and Professor of Languages, and 
other branches of learning, with full power to act in these capacities at Warren,” Rhode Island began the 
instruction of one student, William Rogers, and then another student appeared, Richard Stites. A couple more 
would join the class within a few days, so that at the first commencement, in 1769, a class of seven would be 
graduated, namely, Joseph Belton, Joseph Eaton, William Rogers, Richard Stites, Charles Thompson, James 
Mitchell Varnum, and William Williams.
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Four more students enrolled at the College of Rhode Island in Warren, bringing the grand sum total to eleven.

At a meeting in the Baptist church of Warren, Rhode Island, the “Warren Association” was formed. It would 
be comprised initially of four Baptist churches, and was intended to function as a support group for the 
College. The Reverend James Manning would several times be chosen moderator of this Association.
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September 7, Thursday: The College of Rhode Island in Warren, Rhode Island held its first commencement and, 
before a Baptist church full of people from all parts of the colony, even the most distant parts, graduated seven 
students.

It is to be noted that on this signal occasion the President of the college, the Reverend James Manning, and all 
seven graduating students, were attired entirely in clothing that had been created in the New World from New 
World materials! (I am reminded of an occasion on which I witnessed the merry prankster Ken Kesey 
addressing a group of students at Stanford University, he being attired in a neat tan suit of clothing 
manufactured out of cloth of hemp.)
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February: The town and county of Warren having subscribed a total of £4,200 toward the erection of a college building, 
the Rhode Island College Corporation settled on Providence, rather than upon Warren or Newport, as the 
permanent home of their Baptist institution of higher education, and during the course of this year the building 
now known as University Hall would be erected by the contractor, Nicholas Brown & Company, in part by the 
use of slave labor. The pastor of the First Baptist Church of Providence desired to retire from the duties of his 
office, and that church invited President Manning to preach provisionally for them. Therefore the Reverend 
James Manning relocated from Warren to preach provisionally at Providence’s 1st Baptist Church as well as 

to continue to lead his Latin School. (During this year the Reverend was manumitting his only black slave. 
His Warren Latin School, which would soon eventuate as the Providence “University Grammar-School,” and 
is now known as Brown University, now admits black Americans as students: as I write this, a case is pending 
in regard to three white male students, accused of manhandling a black female student in front of a dorm while 
informing her that “You’re just a quota.” The black female student had, it would appear, attracted their ire 
because allegedly she had neglected to hold the door open for another student who was entering the dorm — 
these three white male students having decided, it would seem, upon an “open door” policy all of their own.)
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May: In Providence, Rhode Island on an 8-acre parcel of land “above the smoke & stir of this dim spot” atop what 
is now known as College Hill purchased partly from John Brown and Moses Brown, the cornerstone of the 
College of Rhode Island’s permanent home, the College Edifice, was laid. The Brown brothers’ firm Nicholas 
Brown & Company had charge of the construction. At least two slaves contributed their labor to the effort.

This was to be a scale model of Nassau Hall in Princeton, and was to consist of five stories, of brick with a 
cement covering, sporting a small belfry, in all 150 feet long by 46 feet deep — considerably smaller than the 
New Jersey original but by far the largest building in this small colony, its previous largest building having of 
course been the Quaker Great Meetinghouse at Newport. Rotund little John Brown got down into the cellar 
excavation to help lay the first granite block in the southwest wall.

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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The First Baptist Church of Providence, Rhode Island called the Reverend James Manning to be their regular 
fulltime pastor.

Winter: By this point the first two floors of the College of Rhode Island’s new College Edifice atop College Hill in 
Providence, Rhode Island were ready for occupancy. A home for the college’s president and instructor had 
been constructed just to the northwest.

The Baptist Reverend James Manning, who was to occupy this home as the college’s 1st president and as one 
of the two instructors of its 22 students, would soon write a letter describing the interest upon his new 
institution’s endowment as inadequate to pay the two salaries, and describing the books available in the new 
institution’s library as neither many nor “well chosen, being such as our friends could best spare.”

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
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April: In a revival at the First Baptist Church of Providence, Rhode Island, a squat structure of oak, 40 feet by 40 feet, 
the hard benches of which had served the Baptists of Providence for nearly half a century, there had recently 
been a grand total of 104 conversions. The enlarged congregation of the Reverend James Manning would 
require a newer, larger church — the one that is now standing at the foot of College Hill in Providence, its 
white spike steeple rising almost to the level of the top of the hill. This building would purposely be made large 
enough to function as a commencement hall for the College of Rhode Island. A Baptist Benevolent Society of 
eleven men was created to oversee this project, led by John Brown. Joseph Brown and Joseph Hammond 
would be sent to Boston to look at the churches there. The final design would be chosen from James Gibbs’s 
BOOK OF ARCHITECTURE. The structure would be crafted by shipbuilders thrown out of work by the British 
naval blockade of the recalcitrant port of Boston.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.
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May 28, Sunday: The Providence, Rhode Island Baptists opened their new meetinghouse for public worship, though 
the facility would not be complete for some months. (It was being worked on partly by shipwrights thrown 
out of work by the Royal decree closing the port of Boston as punishment for the Boston Tea Party — 
hey, any port in a storm!) It was a wooden structure of the Roman/Ionic order of architecture, 80 feet by 80 
feet, with a 196-foot steeple at its downslope end. The main floor initially contained 126 square pews. The 
main ceiling was a continued arch, with roof and galleries supported by fluted columns. (The interior would 
be renovated and altered in 1834.) An English clock and a bell weighing 2,515 pounds either had been or 
would be raised into the steeple. The bell was inscribed:

FOR FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, THE TOWN WAS FIRST PLANTED,
PERSUASION, NOT FORCE, WAS USED BY THE PEOPLE.
THIS CHURCH IS THE ELDEST, AND HAS NOT RECANTED,
ENJOYING AND GRANTING, BELL, TEMPLE AND STEEPLE.

(This bell would crack open in 1787 while being pealed, and Jesse Goodyear would recast it at Hope Furnace.) 

The Reverend James Manning preached on the text of GENESIS 28:17. 
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December 10, Tuesday: The British troop encampments on Aquidneck Island were within clear sight from atop 
College Hill, which meant that there was an ever-present danger to young colonial men of impressment. 
President James Manning of Rhode Island College placed a notice in the Providence Gazette explaining that 
the building which had been constructed had for the time being been commandeered as a barracks for 
revolutionary soldiers.

The College of Rhode Island which eventually would become Brown University would actually not reopen 
for its students until May 27, 1782.

This is to inform all the Students, that their
Attendance on College Orders is hereby difpenfed with,
until the End of the next Spring Vacation ; and that
they are at Liberty to return Home, or profecute their
Studies elfewhere, as they think proper : And that thofe
who pay as particular Attention to their Studies
as thefe confufed Times will admit, fhall then
be confidered in the fame Light and Standing as if they
had given the ufual Attendance here. In Witnefs whereof,
I fubfcribe

James Manning, Prefident.
Providence, December 10.
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Since most of the colonials were abandoning Newport during this timeframe, we may presume that this was 
about the time at which the family of Friend Abraham Redwood also departed from there, to reside for a short 
period in North Providence before purchasing a farm in Mendon, Massachusetts, and the family of Aaron 
Lopez departed from there, to reside first in Providence and then in Leicester, Massachusetts.

On a following screen is a depiction of the beacon which would give warning to Providence, should the British 
occupying nearby Aquidneck Island begin an approach.
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May: Bowing to necessity, President James Manning published a further notice regarding his Rhode Island College 
in Providence, the edifice of which was still in use as a barracks for revolutionary soldiers. The College of 
Rhode Island that would become Brown University would not be able to reopen “while this continues a 
garrisoned Town.” The graduating class would, however, assuming a professed diligence in study elsewhere, 
be able to receive its diplomas in September.

President Manning would not be idle. He was the reverend at the 1st Baptist Church in Providence.

Additionally, during this year he was with his own hands laying some 32 rods of stone wall on the eight acres 
of educational grantland atop College Hill — no mean feat in itself.

Would this illustration, from an unknown year prior to 1864, depict in the foreground a few rods of one of the 
Reverend President Manning’s stone walls, at the beginnings of the intersection of Angell Street and Prospect 
Street before asphalting, and would the foundation of this barn structure be underneath the site of the present 
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carillon tower?

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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The Reverend James Manning, Friend Moses Brown, and disowned Quaker Stephen Hopkins (who himself 
owned six slaves, one of whom was his manservant Toney) began the first concerted multi-denominational 
effort to agitate for the abolition of slavery in Rhode Island, and participation by its citizens in the international 
slave trade.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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May 27 (Trinity Monday): Henry Headley was elected scholar at Trinity College, Oxford. Other students there, the 
critic William Lisle Bowles and the classicist William Benwell, would become his friends. Headley would fall 
under the influence of Poet Laureate Thomas Warton, then a fellow of this college.

Aaron Lopez was in a carriage, returning to Newport, Rhode Island, and stopped off at Scott’s Pond in 
Smithfield to let his horse drink. The horse bolted into deep water, the carriage overturned, and the rich man 
drowned.1

On this day the course of instruction at the College of Rhode Island atop College Hill in Providence was 
resuming after the wartime hiatus. Long live peace!

1782

1. To get some idea of just how easily one might become entangled in apparatus and unable to extricate oneself underwater from 
the wreckage of this sort of conveyance, you might take a close look at John Brown’s “chariot” — which is stored behind the John 
Brown mansion in Providence, Rhode Island.

BAPTISTS

BROWN UNIVERSITY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
This is William Lisle Bowles.

http://uk.ask.com/wiki/The_Club_(Literary_Club)?qsrc=3044


JAMES MANNING REVEREND JAMES MANNING

HDT WHAT? INDEX

December 12, Sunday: In Rhode Island, “Mr. Manning, went up in the gallery & publickly exposed two boys that spit 
down on Mrs. Arnold &c.”
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The Reverend James Manning received from the University of Pennsylvania the degree of D.D.
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March: The Reverend James Manning, an active Federalist, was chosen by the Rhode Island General Assembly to 
represent Rhode Island and Providence Plantations to the new Confederation of American States. He accepted 
this position in the expectation of being able to gain from the Congress of that government some sort of 
monetary compensation for the use that had been made of the College of Rhode Island building by soldiers of 
the allied forces during the Revolution.

September: The Reverend James Manning returned from representing Rhode Island and Providence Plantations to the 
Confederation of American States, and resumed his duties as President of the College of Rhode Island. He 
would actively campaign for Rhode Island to sign the new Constitution of the United States of America.
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The Reverend James Manning requested to be relieved of his duties as President of the College of Rhode 
Island. (He would die before a successor would be appointed.)

During this decade the father of George W. Benson, George Benson (1752-1836), a Providence merchant 
active in the Rhode Island Peace Society who would become a founding member and then the secretary of the 
Providence Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, was transiting from being a Baptist to becoming 
a convinced member of the Religious Society of Friends.
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April: The Reverend James Manning, who had requested to be relieved of his duties as pastor of the Baptist Church 
of Providence, Rhode Island, preached a farewell sermon.

July 24, Sunday morning: While offering the prayers this morning at the family home in Providence, Rhode Island, the 
Reverend James Manning became stricken with apoplexy.

July 29, Friday: The Reverend James Manning died in Providence, Rhode Island.

1791
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 Robert Montgomery Smith Jackson was born in Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania.

John Edwards Holbrook graduated from Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. He would study 
medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.

1815
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 January: Isaac Bailey produced, in Providence, Rhode Island, another issue of THE RHODE ISLAND LITERARY 
REPOSITORY, and in this one his initial focus was upon the Reverend James Manning D.D.

LITERARY REPOSITORY

First President of Brown University
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Those of the Reverend James Manning’s reports, letters, and addresses that could be retrieved were published 
by Reuben A. Guild in Boston as “LIFE, TIMES, AND CORRESPONDENCE OF JAMES MANNING AND THE EARLY 
HISTORY OF BROWN UNIVERSITY.” One of the last acts of the Reverend’s life had been to draw up a plan for 
free schools in Providence, Rhode Island, which would form the basis of our present public school system 
(such as it is, given the fact of white middle-class flight to private schooling).

This is what Brown University looked like during the US Civil War:
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THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project                   Reverend James Manning

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@kouroo.info?subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture
mailto:kouroo@kouroo.info subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture


REVEREND JAMES MANNING JAMES MANNING

HDT WHAT? INDEX

October 18, Wednesday: A panel created by President Ruth Simmons of Brown University has suggested that the 
institution should atone for its ties to slavery:

By PAM BELLUCK
BOSTON, Oct. 18 — Extensively documenting Brown University’s
18th-century ties to slavery, a university committee called
Wednesday for the institution to make amends by building a
memorial, creating a center for the study of slavery and
injustice and increasing efforts to recruit minority students,
particularly from Africa and the West Indies.
The Committee on Slavery and Justice, appointed three years ago
by Brown’s president, Ruth J. Simmons, a great-granddaughter of
slaves who is the first black president of an Ivy League
institution, said in a report: “We cannot change the past. But
an institution can hold itself accountable for the past,
accepting its burdens and responsibilities along with its
benefits and privileges.”
The report added, “In the present instance this means
acknowledging and taking responsibility for Brown’s part in
grievous crimes.”
The committee did not call for outright reparations, an idea
that has support among some African-Americans and was a
controversial issue at Brown several years ago. But the
committee’s chairman, James T. Campbell, a history professor at
Brown, said he believed the recommendations “are substantive and
do indeed represent a form of repair.” 
The committee also recommended that the university publicly and
persistently acknowledge its slave ties, including during
freshmen orientation. Dr. Campbell said he believed that the
recommendations, if carried out, would represent a more concrete
effort than that of any other American university to make amends
for ties to slavery. 
“I think it is unprecedented,” Dr. Campbell said, adding that a
few other universities and colleges have established memorials,
study programs or issued apologies, but not on the scale of the
Brown recommendations. It was not clear how much the committee’s
recommendations would cost to carry out. 
“We’re not making a claim that somehow Brown is uniquely
guilty,” Dr. Campbell said. “I think we’re making a claim that
this is an aspect of our history that not anyone has fully come
to terms with. This is a critical step in allowing an institution
to move forward.”
Even in the North, a number of universities have ties to slavery.
Harvard Law School was endowed by money its founder earned
selling slaves for the sugar cane fields of Antigua. And at Yale,
three scholars reported in 2001 that the university relied on
slave-trading money for its first scholarships, endowed
professorship and library endowment.

2006
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Dr. Simmons issued a letter in response to the report,
soliciting comments from the Brown community and saying she had
asked for the findings to be discussed at an open forum. She
declined to give her own reaction, saying, “When it is
appropriate to do so, I will issue a university response to the
recommendations and suggest what we might do.”
She said “the committee deserves praise for demonstrating so
steadfastly that there is no subject so controversial that it
should not be submitted to serious study and debate.”
Initial reaction to the recommendations seemed to be
appreciative.
“It sounds to me like this makes sense,” said Rhett S. Jones, a
longtime professor of history and Africana studies at Brown. “I
did not expect the committee would emerge saying, Well, you
know, Brown should write a check. 
“I never thought that was in the cards. I’m not sure I think
it’s even appropriate that a university write a check, even
though it’s pretty widely agreed on that Brown would not be where
it is if it were not for slave money. These recommendations seem
to me to be appropriate undertakings for the university.” 
Brown’s ties to slavery are clear but also complex. The
university’s founder, the Rev. James Manning, freed his only
slave, but accepted donations from slave owners and traders,
including the Brown family of Providence, Rhode Island. At least
one of the Brown brothers, John Brown, a treasurer of the
college, was an active slave trader, but another brother, Moses
Brown, became a Quaker abolitionist, although he ran a textile
factory that used cotton grown with slave labor.
University Hall, which houses Dr. Simmons’s office, was built
by a crew with at least two slaves.
“Any institution in the United States that existed prior to 1865
was entangled in slavery, but the entanglements are particularly
dense in Rhode Island,” Dr. Campbell said, noting that the state
was the hub through which many slave ships traveled.
The issue caused friction at Brown in 2001, when the student
newspaper, the Brown Daily Herald, printed a full-page
advertisement produced by a conservative writer, listing “Ten
Reasons Why Reparations for Slavery Is a Bad Idea And Racist
Too.”
The advertisement, also run by other college newspapers,
prompted protests by students who demanded that the paper pay
“reparations” by donating its advertising fee or giving free
advertising space to advocates of reparations.
The Brown committee was made up of 16 faculty members, students
and administrators, and its research was extensive.
“The official history of Brown will have to be rewritten,
entirely scrapped,” said Omer Bartov, a professor on the
committee who specializes in studying the Holocaust and
genocide.
The report cites examples of steps taken by other universities:
a memorial unveiled last year by the University of North
Carolina, a five-year program of workshops and activities at
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Emory University, and a 2004 vote by the faculty senate of the
University of Alabama to apologize for previous faculty members
having whipped slaves on campus.
Katie Zezima contributed reporting. 

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” IS FABULATION, HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2014. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: January 15, 2014

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project                     Reverend James Manning

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.
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