
GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

WHAT IF THEY GAVE A WAR AND NOBODY CAME?

FRIEND JOHN R. KELLAM,

WORLD WAR II PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

UPDATE, MAY 2012: Despite the fact that he has never smoked,
John now has Stage 4 lung cancer and, given the fact that he has
reached the advanced age of 94½, has evidently decided that it
would be better not to attempt dramatic chemotherapy or
radiation treatment. He is at home surrounded by friends and
family and is alert, cogent, and somewhat sardonic. Stay tuned.
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The direct quotations of John R. Kellam herein originated in an
interview with Caroline Besse Webster of Canaan CT, a member of
the South Berkshire Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers), in Massachusetts during the year 2001. Other
historical material are from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
project of Austin Meredith, considered by him to be relevant to
the interviewee’s life history, philosophy, and spirituality,
resulting in his determination to remain a nonparticipant in any
kind of warfare whatever. John says: “I’m far enough along in
age so that it is my hope that my experiences might be widely
shared. It is important to me whether a generation or two of
young men —and women?— can be helped to realize that there are
various alternatives to letting ourselves be conscripted into
warfare and a lifetime of devastating memories and guilt.
Perhaps I can still be a contributor to the educational
process.”
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August 13, Wednesday (Old Style): The General Assembly of Rhode Island allowed exemption from military service 
on the basis of conscience (during WWI and WWII, however, the state of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantation’s citizens would be imprisoned by the US federal government, on the basis of conscience):

Noe person nor persons (within this Collony), that is or
hereafter shall be persuaded in his or their Conscience, or
Consciences (and by him or them declared) that he nor they cannot
nor ought not to trayne, to learne to fight, nor to war, nor
kill any person nor persons ... shall at any time be Compelled
against his or their Judgment and Conscience to trayne, arme,
or fight, to kill any person  ...  at the command of any officer
of this Collony, civil or military  ...  nor shall suffer any
punishment, fine, distraint, pennalty, nor imprisonment....

The exemption from military activity on the basis of conscience extended even to such quasi-military activities 
as standing unarmed watch in order to give alarm. Those whose consciences would not allow this could not be 
compelled to stand watch. Instead, they could be compelled only to come to the aid of other noncombatants:

Such said persons who cannot fight nor destroy men it beinge
against their Conscience, and is not against their Conscience
to doe and perform civill service to the Collony though not
martill service, and can preserve (so farr as in them lies)
lives, goods and cattell ... then it shall be lawful for the
civill officers ... to require such said persons ... to conduct
or convey [noncombatants in need of assistance] out of the

1673

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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danger.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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On account of Mother Ann Lee’s pacifism and her refusal to take an oath of allegiance, she was imprisoned 
for a few months by the American government on the charge of treason.

(This was not the first time, nor would it be the last, that an inability to assent to the value of war would be 
regarded as treasonous.)

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR 
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW 

FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE 
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF. 
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

1780

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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 In New-York, Harper & Brothers put out a new edition of Friend Jonathan Dymond’s ESSAYS ON THE 
PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY, AND ON THE PRIVATE AND POLITICAL RIGHTS OF MANKIND. At Harvard College in 1837, 
student David Henry Thoreau would consult this volume while preparing an essay for Professor Edward 
Tyrrell Channing’s class.

The London publishing house of Harvey and Darton reprinted extracts from Friend Jonathan’s ESSAYS ON THE 
PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY ... retitled as THE CHURCH AND THE CLERGY: SHOWING THAT RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS 
DERIVE NO COUNTENANCE FROM THE NATURE OF CHRISTIANITY AND THAT THEY ARE NOT RECOMMENDED BY PUBLIC 
UTILITY: WITH SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT OF ENGLAND AND IRELAND, AND ON THE SYSTEM 
OF TITHES / BY JONATHAN DYMOND.

Also, Friend Jonathan’s AN INQUIRY INTO THE ACCORDANCY OF WAR WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY: AND 
AN EXAMINATION OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL REASONING BY WHICH IT IS DEFENDED, WITH OBSERVATIONS ON SOME OF THE 
CAUSES OF WAR AND ON SOME OF ITS EFFECTS / BY JONATHAN DYMOND, PHILANTHROPOS  / PUBLISHED BY WILLIAM 
BROWN, PRINTER.

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS 

SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED 
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).

1834

PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY

READ THIS BOOK

READ THIS BOOK
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE
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 3d English edition of Friend Jonathan Dymond’s ESSAYS ON THE PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY: 
AND ON THE PRIVATE AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MANKIND / BY JONATHAN DYMOND 
(Printed for Hamilton, Adams).

Another edition of Friend Jonathan’s AN INQUIRY INTO THE ACCORDANCY OF WAR WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF 
CHRISTIANITY, &C.

ESSENCE IS BLUR.  SPECIFICITY, 
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE, 

IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

1836

Courage is not indicated most unequivocally by wearing swords
or by wielding them. Many who have courage enough to take up
arms against a bad government have not courage enough to resist
it by the unbending firmness of the mind, — to maintain a
tranquil fidelity to virtue in opposition to power; or to
endure, with serenity, the consequences which may follow.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

READ A LATER EDITION

THE ACCORDANCY OF WAR

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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January 26, Thursday: The Daily Hartford Courant carried the following editorial about the deranged dentist and 
recreational drug user Horace Wells who had committed suicide in prison:

The Late Horace Wells. The death of this gentleman has caused
profound and melancholy sensation in the community. He was an
upright and estimable man, and had the esteem of all who knew
him, of undoubted piety, and simplicity and generosity of
character.

Bronson Alcott wrote about Henry Thoreau in his journal (JOURNALS. Boston MA: Little, Brown, 1938, page 
201):

Heard Thoreau’s lecture before the Lyceum on the relation of the 
individual to the State — an admirable statement of the rights 
of the individual to self-government, and an attentive audience.
His allusions to the Mexican War, to Mr. Hoar’s expulsion from 
Carolina, his own imprisonment in Concord Jail for refusal to 
pay his tax, Mr. Hoar’s payment of mine when taken to prison for 
a similar refusal, were all pertinent, well considered, and 
reasoned. I took great pleasure in this deed of Thoreau’s.

Thoreau delivered “The Rights and Duties of the Individual in Relation to Government”:
[W]hat is once well done is done forever…. [T]he world is not governed by policy and expediency…. [F]or thinkers, 
and those who legislate for all time, he [Daniel Webster] never once glances at the subject [of government].

1848
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We do not know whether the lecture at this early point already contained the famous words:

“RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT”: After all, the practical reason why,
when the power is once in the hands of the people, a majority are
permitted, and for a long period continue, to rule, is not because
they are most likely to be in the right, nor because this seems
fairest to the minority, but because they are physically the
strongest. But a government in which the majority rule in all
cases cannot be based on justice, even as far as men understand
it. Can there not be a government in which majorities do not
virtually decide right and wrong, but conscience? — in which
majorities decide only those questions to which the rule of
expediency is applicable? Must the citizen ever for a moment, or
in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislator? Why
has every man a conscience, then? I think that we should be men
first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable to cultivate
a respect for the law, so much as for the right. The only
obligation which I have a right to assume is to do at any time
what I think right. It is truly enough said that a corporation
has no conscience; but a corporation of conscientious men is a
corporation with a conscience. Law never made men a whit more
just; and, by means of their respect for it, even the well-
disposed are daily made the agents of injustice. A common and
natural result of an undue respect for law is, that you may see
a file of soldiers, colonel, captain, corporal, privates, powder-
monkeys, and all, marching in admirable order over hill and dale
to the wars, against their wills, ay, against their common sense
and consciences, which makes it very steep marching indeed, and
produces a palpitation of the heart. They have no doubt that it
is a damnable business in which they are concerned; they are all
peaceably inclined. Now, what are they? Men at all? or small
movable forts and magazines, at the service of some unscrupulous
man in power? Visit the Navy Yard, and behold a marine, such a
man as an American government can make, or such as it can make a
man with its black arts — a mere shadow and reminiscence of
humanity, a man laid out alive and standing, and already, as one
may say, buried under arms with funeral accompaniments, though it
may be

            “Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note,
As his corse to the rampart we hurried;

Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot
O’er the grave where our hero we buried.”
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The mass of men serve the state thus, not as men mainly, but as
machines, with their bodies. They are the standing army, and the
militia, jailers, constables, posse comitatus, etc. In most cases
there is no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral
sense; but they put themselves on a level with wood and earth and
stones; and wooden men can perhaps be manufactured that will serve
the purpose as well. Such command no more respect than men of
straw or a lump of dirt. They have the same sort of worth only as
horses and dogs. Yet such as these even are commonly esteemed good
citizens. Others, as most legislators, politicians, lawyers,
ministers, and office-holders, serve the state chiefly with their
heads; and, as they rarely make any moral distinctions, they are
as likely to serve the devil, without intending it, as God. A very
few, as heroes, patriots, martyrs, reformers in the great sense,
and men, serve the state with their consciences also, and so
necessarily resist it for the most part; and they are commonly
treated as enemies by it. A wise man will only be useful as a man,
and will not submit to be “clay,” and “stop a hole to keep the
wind away,” but leave that office to his dust at least:—

          “I am too high-born to be propertied,
            To be a secondary at control,
            Or useful serving-man and instrument
            To any sovereign state throughout the world.”
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Lecture1

DATE PLACE TOPIC

January 14, Friday, 1848 Concord “Friendship”

January 26, Wednesday, 1848, at 7PM Concord; Unitarian Church, Vestry “The Relation of the Individual to the State”

February 16, Wednesday, 1848, at 7PM Concord; Unitarian Church, Vestry “The Rights and Duties of the Individual 
in Relation to the State”

1. From Bradley P. Dean and Ronald Wesley Hoag’s “Thoreau’s Lectures before WALDEN: An Annotated Calendar.”
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Narrative of Event:
No minutes were kept during the Concord Lyceum’s 1847-48 season; however, A.G. Fay, the secretary, did 
include “H D Thoreau of Concord” in a list of nine speakers who “During the Season … lectured before the 
Lyceum” (THE MASSACHUSETTS LYCEUM DURING THE AMERICAN RENAISSANCE, page 163). In part to answer 
his townspeople’s curiosity about why he had spent a night in jail rather than pay his poll taxes, Thoreau pulled 
together his thoughts on the relation of the individual to the state into a lecture that he delivered in Concord on 
26 January 1848. He lectured at the Concord Lyceum on the same general topic again on 16 February, although 
the scant evidence we have suggests that the two lectures were considerably different from one another.

Advertisements, Reviews, and Responses:
In his diary entry of 26 January 1848,2 Alcott wrote:

Description of Topic:
Alcott’s reference to Thoreau’s allusions in this early lecture version of what was to become 
“Civil Disobedience” indicate that Thoreau included in this lecture at least some topics (for instance, Samuel 
Hoar’s expulsion from South Carolina and payment of Alcott’s taxes) that he removed during the three weeks 
intervening between this version of the lecture and the one he delivered on 16 February. Given the probable 
length of the lecture (about fifty-five handwritten pages), the brief time Thoreau had between deliveries, and 
the relative paucity of early-draft manuscript leaves, we can assume that substantial portions of this lecture 
remained in Thoreau’s evolving lecture draft and were published in mid-May 1849, less than four months after 
this delivery of the lecture.

Quotations Used:
It has been pointed out by Hongbo Tan that although it was in this material that Thoreau would first insert a 
segment of the translation of 96 excerpts from Confucian materials which he had made out of M.J. Pauthier’s 
CONFUCIUS ET MENCIUS, we do not know that quotation was already in the lecture as he delivered it as of this 
date since no manuscript of the lecture itself survives. All we know is that the translation was in the text as it 
would be published by Elizabeth Palmer Peabody published on May 14, 1849 as Article X of her AESTHETIC 
PAPERS.

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB 
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK 

2.Alcott, MS “Diary for 1848,” entry of 26 January, MH (*59M-308).

Heard Thoreau’s lecture before the Lyceum on the relation of the
individual to the State — an admirable statement of the rights of
the individual to self-government, and an attentive audience.

His allusions to the Mexican War, to Mr. Hoar’s expulsion from
Carolina, his own imprisonment in Concord Jail for refusal to pay his
tax, Mr. Hoar’s payment of mine when taken to prison for a similar
refusal, were all pertinent, well considered, and reasoned.
I took great pleasure in this deed of Thoreau’s.

THOREAU AND CHINA

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP 
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION. 
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH 

OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS 
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS, 

LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”: 
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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December 15, Tuesday:  Both in the North and in the South, conscientious objectors had been facing difficulties. For 
instance, a southern Quaker, Friend Seth W. Laughlin, after more than a week of beatings, had been told that 
he was to be executed. As the firing squad prepared, Friend Seth repeated the words of Jesus: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do,” and the soldiers, hearing this, refused to fire — Friend Seth died, 
however, a few weeks later from the beatings he had already sustained. The military both North and South had 
been forced to become aware that this sort of activity was a waste of time and resources. On this day the 
Adjutant General signed an order directing that the holdouts who were refusing not only to fight but also to 
pay the fine –primarily Quakers– be released on their own parole (refer to Fernando G. Cartland’s SOUTHERN 
HEROES; OR THE FRIENDS IN WAR TIME, Cambridge MA: Riverside Press, 1895, pages 211-213).

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE DECEMBER 15TH, 1863 AT ALL 
ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, 

TOMORROW, IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY 
AT BEST).

1863

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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When entomologist G.W. Kirkaldy provided species descriptions for a series of insects whose names all ended 
in “-chisme” (pronounced “kiss me”), the guy must have been terminally horny, for among his species names 
are such as Polychisme, Marichisme and Dollischisme.

By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a Russian naval group at Port Arthur, 
and invaded Korea. (Battle of Port Arthur, Russo-Japanese war. Heads up, this is an alert of things to come. 
Those who do not remember history are condemned to repeat it — and things that happen the first time as 
tragedy, tend to happen the second time as farce. :-)

Chestnut blight from Japan was detected in the New York City area, with the first reported case at the Bronx 
Zoological Park. It is thought the fungal pathogen, Cryphonectria parasitica, arrived with importation of 
Asian chestnut trees in 1890. This disease quickly advanced to destroy nearly the entire native population of 
American Chestnut, until that time the largest of eastern trees and one of the most significant forest dominants 

1904

WORLD WAR II
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in the Eastern mixed mesophytic association. Rupp indicates that the pathogen arrived in 1895 amid a 
shipment of Chinese chestnut trees that would eventually be planted at the newly founded New York Botanical 
Garden. Rupp also calculated the loss in lumber alone at $400 billion.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE 
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN 

SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.

PLANTS

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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August 22, Saturday: Owing to the condition of Russians reporting for military duty, Tsar Nikolai II ordered that for 
the duration of the war there would be prohibition (vodka being a state monopoly, he thus eliminated a third 
of his government’s income).

A furious battle in the Ardennes ended with 27,000 Frenchmen dead, and masses of survivors fleeing 
southward in disorder (this would be recognized as the costliest day in French military history).

Belgian defenders fled from Namur.

German troops occupied Lunéville, Lorraine.

Austria-Hungary declared war on Belgium.

A day after sacking Tamines, Belgium, German soldiers herded 400 residents of the town into the main square, 
where they were shot or bayoneted.

French, British, and native forces attacked the Germans on the Chra River, just north of Nuatja, Togoland. 
The attack failed but during the night the Germans would retire.

Riders to the Sea: Symphonic Prologue for orchestra by Henry F. Gilbert was performed for the initial time, 
in Peterborough, New Hampshire, and was conducted by the composer himself (this was a revision of a 
prologue written for Synge’s play).

The entire male population of the Ottoman Empire between the ages of 20 and 45 was conscripted into that 
nation’s armed forces.3

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION, 
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

1914

WORLD WAR I

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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May 17, day: Agnes Carol Zens was born.

England introduced Daylight Savings Time.

Bertrand Russell had authored a leaflet for the No Conscription Fellowship and 6 men had been condemned 
to varying terms of imprisonment at hard labor for distributing it. On this day Professor Russell placed a notice 
in the London Times asserting that he had been the author of this leaflet and “that, if anyone is to be prosecuted, 

3. It seems not to be well known that the Turks of the Ottoman Empire accomplished the liquidation of the young-male segment of 
the Armenian population largely by means of the military draft. Official Turkish accounts acknowledge, however, that through 
concentrating the young men by means of this general conscription, the slaughter of about 800,000 male Armenians was enabled. 
Refer to Vahakn Dadrian, THE HISTORY OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE: ETHNIC CONFLICT FROM THE BALKANS TO ANATOLIA TO 
THE CAUCASUS (Providence RI: Berghahn Books, 1995, page 226).Henry Morgenthau would report that:

In the early part of 1915, the Armenian soldiers in the Turkish
army were reduced to a new status. Up to that time most of them
had been combatants, but now they were all stripped of their
arms and transformed into workmen. Instead of serving their
country as artillerymen and cavalrymen, these former soldiers
now discovered that they had been transformed into road
labourers and pack animals. Army supplies of all kinds were
loaded on their backs, and, stumbling under the burdens and
driven by the whips and bayonets of the Turks, they were forced
to drag their weary bodies into the mountains of the Caucasus.
Sometimes they would have to plough their way, burdened in this
fashion, almost waist high through snow. They had to spend
practically all their time in the open, sleeping on the bare
ground — whenever the ceaseless prodding of their taskmasters
gave them an occasional opportunity to sleep. They were given
only scraps of food; if they fell sick they were left where they
had dropped, their Turkish oppressors perhaps stopping long
enough to rob them of all their possessions — even of their
clothes. If any stragglers succeeded in reaching their
destinations, they were not infrequently massacred. In many
instances Armenian soldiers were disposed of in even more
summary fashion, for it now became almost the general practice
to shoot them in cold blood. In almost all cases the procedure
was the same. Here and there squads of 50 or 100 men would be
taken, bound together in groups of four, and then marched out
to a secluded spot a short distance from the village. Suddenly
the sound of rifle shots would fill the air, and the Turkish
soldiers who had acted as the escort would sullenly return to
camp. Those sent to bury the bodies would find them almost
invariably stark naked, for, as usual, the Turks had stolen all
their clothes. In cases that came to my attention, the murderers
had added a refinement to their victims’ sufferings by
compelling them to dig their graves before being shot.

1916
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I am the person primarily responsible.” In consequence the professor would be dismissed from his lectureship 
at Trinity College of Cambridge University and then denied a British passport to travel to the US in order to 
earn a living by lecturing at Harvard University.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

October 23, Monday: John R. Kellam was born in Duluth, Minnesota. His family was not Quaker and in fact he would 
be reared as a member of the Presbyterian Church and would attend its Sunday School, taught by Frank 
Crassweller.

I didn’t have any Quaker ancestors that I knew of, yet, I was
convinced before I ever met any Friends so I recognized that we
had a lot of feelings in common.
My mother was not political enough to have her own philosophy
of pacifism. She was a very intelligent woman, a school teacher
in Oregon before she was married to my father. She loved children
and served their education needs before she began to raise me
and my older brother. She was strongly in favor of the vote for
women. But as for my being a soldier, she thought that maybe I
would be under still more hazards than if I were somewhere tucked

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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away in the army and not in the front line somewhere. That was
the flavor of her interest. I would guess that most of the Gold
Star Mothers and the mothers of sons who came home without some
serious injury would feel the same, that they would prefer their
sons not get involved in foreign wars.
My father had orthodox views about patriotism. He’d been in the
Navy four years and he had tremendous pride in this country and
most of that pride came from the fact that we were a big middle
class society in this country. He forgot about the Indians and
he forgot about the black people. He was uncertain whether other
races were equal to us mentally, morally and in other ways. He
once asked me, very seriously, if I thought that black people
were as good as white people. I said that I didn’t know enough
of them to be sure but I’d not heard of any reason that convinced
me that they were any different on a general level. They might
have different traits of character. They might have different
capabilities, but as citizens of this country, their rights
would have to be perfectly equal. No group should be getting
after any other group to deal out disadvantage. So I looked to
see what my dad had to say about that. Well, he started to walk
away and I asked him what about his ideas. He said that he just
wanted to know how I felt about it! Then he just walked away.
My mother and father were very strong characters.
Well, they were both raised in the same Presbyterian church in
the hometown in Heron Lake, Minnesota.4
They knew absolutely what they thought was right and what they
thought was wrong. If new situations came up it didn’t take them
very long to figure out which side of the line they fell in. Of
course life was simpler in respect to moral dilemmas than it is
now. One thing they had to agree on before they decided they
were willing to put their lives together and make a family, for
his previous family was broken by his wife’s death, since they
both were very strong emotionally —they had lively tempers at
times and things could make them very indignant— they decided
that they’d better have a lifetime compact together, that when
either one of them was upset, very angry about anything, the
other was going to remind himself or herself not to become angry
at the same time — to be patient and be soft and be quiet, to
try to be helpful without insisting, but to let it blow over,
as everything usually does.
One time we [my father, my brother, and I] were out in the woods
when there was still snow on the ground and we came across a
rabbit in a trap. The trap had caught its foot and the rabbit
had done a lot of thrashing around. It had mangled its leg very
badly and the rabbit was suffering. Death by freezing is slow
so the obvious thing to do was to put the poor creature out of
his misery. Thinking that this might be a way of introducing me
to hunting, they let me have a chance to do this little act of
mercy myself. For this I had a twenty-two rifle. It couldn’t

4. That’s in Jackson County on one of the earliest railroad lines. A whole bunch of grain elevators sprang up along it where the 
harvest could be gathered and shipped east. Plankinton is 170 miles west of there, in South Dakota.
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have been farther away than the end of this room. It took me
something like seven or eight shots before I could hit that
rabbit at all. I could either aim straight but couldn’t fire off
the shot, or if I was shooting, it missed. This seemed peculiar
both to me and to them. Finally it became so ridiculous that I
sort of grabbed mental hold of myself and said, This is stupid!
Get done with it. So I went right for the rabbit’s head and he
flopped and that was the end of it. He was out of his misery. I
was relieved and at the same time I was disgusted because I had
caused the end of a life, and I revolted from it. I thought that
was a rotten feeling to have, but not quite as rotten as if the
rabbit had been a nice, uninjured, healthy one. But even so, it
kind of bothered me from time to time as I thought back at that.
When I was old enough to go out deer hunting, I said, No thank
you, I’m not going to touch that. They could bring home a deer
apiece and feel very unalloyed happiness about it. I couldn’t
understand how different I was.
By the time I was nine or ten years old, one of my third or
fourth grade classmates, Ellsworth Blood, enjoyed war games. He
had little toy soldiers and a few little tanks and artillery
pieces. He arranged them in a battle ground, but he couldn’t get
me interested and so he was frustrated. Outdoors he would put
two laths together and make swords. He got the neighborhood kids
to play war in the back yard. So maybe there was an insidious
influence among certain kids, but I don’t know if there’s any
such effect on young men twice that age or older.
I had saved about a thousand dollars from my work as a child in
my father’s drugstore, delivering at five cents per delivery,
whether it was half a block or a dozen blocks away, medications
and many other things. And later on I worked for thirty-five
cents an hour, then forty or forty-five, I had saved up a whole
thousand dollars, having spent very little of it. My mother
sometimes worried that I didn’t know the value of money because
I didn’t ever spend any! Ha-ha-ha-ha! Anyway, that was gone at
the war’s end, by the time I was released, about fifteen months
later. The war ended in August and at the end of November, 1946,
the last day of November, I was released, broke and owing.
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At this early point, it seems appropriate to provide a brief three-page synopsis of Friend John’s life:

John R. Kellam was born into a Presbyterian family of Duluth,
Minnesota on October 23, 1916. His father was a pharmacist and
his mother a teacher. Because a “birth spoon” or “palate
forceps” was used during his birth, he would have a physically
challenged childhood. Armistice Day, November 11, 1918 is his
first long-term memory, because he remembers being on his
father’s shoulders in a crowd as they watched men working on an
excursion train that had slipped off the tracks, trying to pry
the locomotive’s front wheels back onto the rails. He remembers
the “flack!” sound that the wheels made when they finally
slipped back into place. When John was nine or ten he saw a
skinned black bear had been hung from a tree, looking for all
the world like a human being, with a sign on it: “Death to
Catholics Jews and Niggers.” When he was ten or eleven he saw
the burned remains of a Ku Klux Klan cross on the bluff above

X
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his home town. Despite his youth, these things had an impact on
him. At sixteen he started study at the University of Minnesota,
in architecture, and “thoughtlessly” he registered for the
Reserve Officer Training Corps basic 2-year course that was
required of all male students at such a land-grant college. He
began to have doubts about the military at age nineteen while
he was training with his coast artillery gunnery battalion at
Fort Sheridan, while they were at a firing range on the beach
learning how to use their officers’ pistols. At first they shot
at targets that were simply concentric circles, the one in the
center blacked in. He was getting eights and nines out of a
possible ten points, and it was rather easy for him to do. Then
they moved on to man-sized targets with heads and shoulders and
a blob to represent the heart. Suddenly a thought struck home.
“They’re getting us ready to kill people.”
Little by little such doubts grew. He started daydreaming about
easy outs, such as the quartermaster corps, jobs where he
wouldn’t have to kill people himself. It took him a while to
recognize the hole he had dug himself into, and how hard it was
going to be to climb back out of that hole. He was still puzzling
this out as he went on to study city planning at MIT in 1939.
He got involved in hot discussions with his fellow graduate
students, and began to think of himself as a pacifist.
Discussions he had with a female student from New York who was
a Communist (the American Communist party line at this time,
just prior to the invasion of Poland, was pacifistic) made him
realize that he wasn’t a political pacifist like her, but a
religious one. When he confessed to her that he supposed killing
people, injuring them, destroying property or damaging to be
always regrettable, and in all or most cases simply wrong, she
instantly broke off with him. She didn’t even want to associate
with such a person.
It was during the summer of 1940, while he was mapping the land
uses of the town of Southbridge MA, that he gradually become
aware that he simply could not be “properly part of any war.”
He sent off for some Government Printing Office pamphlets
describing something he had heard about, “conscientious
objection.” The pamphlets gave him all sorts of useful
information, about how to apply for this status, and what it
meant. It sounded pretty good. He had no way to know that these
official pamphlets were official lies, that the story they told
was a “just so” story that bore no relation whatever to what
actually was going on in America’s draft boards.
On April 4, 1941 John posted his letter of resignation of his
reserve army officer’s commission to the War Department in
Washington DC. The officer he spoke to said “You are no doubt
of no use to us at all. You’ll hear from us.” Soon he received
a letter accepting his resignation but reminding him be sure to
register for the draft. He went to the Selective Service Office
and filled out their special form 47. The draft board classified
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him 1A, available to be drafted. He would need to file an appeal
and be investigated by the FBI. (Now, upstairs at his house, he
has a copy of this massive investigative file of his life.)

In September 1941 John began to attend the Quaker meeting at
Florida Avenue in the District of Columbia. (Lest you suppose
he was joining the Friends in order to avoid the draft, be aware
that during World War II, 89-91% of all eligible Quakers of draft
age would go into the Armed Forces.)
During the summer of 1942, John visited the training school of
the Army medics, and found out that their true mission was not
to save lives or mend broken bodies but to patch men up so that
they could do some more killing. The motto of the Army Medical
Corps, which he saw mounted in large letters on the side of a
building, was “To Preserve Fighting Strength”! He realized then,
that he wouldn’t be able to get himself out of this simply by
becoming a medic.
Early in 1943 John became a Quaker. During the first year of
existence of the Friends’ Committee on National Legislation,
when they had only four people, John worked for them. At that
point, there were only a few young American Quakers who were
willing to hold with the Peace Testimony.

Finally John’s draft board decided that the conscientious
objectors on their list were an embarrassment to them. It was
no more Mr. Nice Guy — they began to get serious about their
efforts to threaten him into an olive-drab uniform. After
awaiting trial for awhile in a damp, dark Toledo jail, John
prepared in January 1945 for his big day in court. He was to
have been represented by local attorney Arthur Kline, but this
lawyer was warned just before the trial that, for reasons of
personal advancement, no local attorney would be able to
represent a draft evader in any proper and vigorous manner
before the court. Due to the political climate, this would be
too dangerous for the defense attorney. John was told in court
that he could not represent himself, but had to accept a court-
appointed defense counsel, who was given only 10 minutes to
prepare. He was tried before Judge Klobe, was convicted, was
sentenced to the maximum five years in federal prison, plus a
fine of a thousand dollars (the judge’s opinion was that this
was the most egregious case he had ever heard), and was packed
off to Milan MI where the warden, Mr. Lemuel F. Fox, was also
the chairperson of the prison draft board. There, finally, he
was reclassified correctly as 4E, a conscientious objector.
Since the prison shops did war work, John wasn’t able to
participate in any manner. Realizing that even if he swept the
floors, he’d be freeing some other prisoner to do war work, he
made himself into what is known as an “absolutist.”
Although the war ended in August 1945, no consideration whatever

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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of “good behavior” was either asked for or received, and John
was held in Lewisburg until late November 1946, when the
government found it politically convenient to release him. {What
a difficult person! —John had even refused to request parole!)
John went back to Washington DC and lived for awhile in a house
owned by his Friends Meeting on Florida Avenue. It would take
several years to rebuild his life. In 1947 former war prisoner
and convicted felon John R. Kellam was accepted as a worker for
the American Friends Service Committee —which was queerly
unprejudiced against him although they were well aware of his
record of draft dodging— in a subsistence-wage building project
called PennCraft. In 1950 he would be able to move his family
to Providence and begin to engage in the profession for which
he had trained, working for the city government. Over many
years, he would have always to fear that somebody at work might
find out about him and get hostile, and that his job might blow
up in his face and he suddenly be unable to take care of his
family.
In 1975, when John’s Vietnamese refugee son, Tuoc Q. Phan,
became eligible for citizenship, he was allowed to make a
citizenship declaration in which he did not promise to give
military service. John felt immensely grateful for this, since
it helped him personally feel more welcome in the country of his
birth.
On December 31, 1981 John was able to retire from his career as
a city planner at the age of 65 years and two months, go on
pension, and devote himself full-time to his work and his
studies.
John died of cancer on July 25, 2012 at his home in Providence
in the attendance of his family.

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE
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January 2, Tuesday: Negotiations between Robinson Jeffers and the War Department had proceeded to the point at 
which the poet had received orders to respond by this date to the Local Board for Monterey County, Salinas, 
California with “draft data necessary for induction”:

Red Ink Serial Number 2060, Local Order Number 1529
In reply to this summons, however, the poet filed a claim for exemption:

ANSWERING QUESTIONNAIRE, DECEMBER 31, I CLAIMED DEFERRED
CLASSIFICATION (CLASS IV) ON ACCOUNT OF DEPENDENT WIFE AND TWO
CHILDREN, CLAIM STILL PENDING.

(Although this claim for exemption would be granted by the local draft board, by that point Jeffers would again 
have changed his mind and would be volunteering to become a pilot!)

Salmon Brown was quoted in The Ferndale Enterprise as averring that “The tannery business, farming, wool 
buying and the raising of blooded stock were my father’s life occupations, though all of them were 
subordinated to his one consuming passion — freeing the slaves.”

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT 
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE 

HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE, 
A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A 

MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH 
WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL 

CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT. 
THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO INSTANT HAS EVER 

FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.

1917

WORLD WAR I
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April: The Minnesota Sedition Act made it illegal to advocate in public, before a group of more than 5 persons, that 
men should not enlist in the military. (The act also made it illegal to print any such opinions. Had they been 
asked what this meant for little things like our constitutional guarantees of freedom of association, freedom of 
speech, and of the press –and we shouldn’t suppose that anyone dared to ask–, one may infer that the attitude 
of the Minnesota state legislators would have been similar to the attitude expressed by justices of the US 
Supreme Court subsequent to 9/11: “The US Constitution is not a suicide pact.”)

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

August 8, Wednesday: The Canadian Conscription Bill passed its 3d reading in Senate.

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS, 
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER, 
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT 
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT 
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE 
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST 
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS 
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL 

THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A 
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

WORLD WAR I
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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Conscientious objectors in World War I numbered more than 4,000.

The US law of conscription was encapsulated during 1918 in Selective Draft Law Cases, 245 US 366. 
There was less tolerance of conscientious objection than even during the US Civil War. At Alcatraz, 
17 of these draft resisters would die of maltreatment.

This is not a photograph of Alcatraz while it was being used to house the American COs who died of 
maltreatment, but of a British prison in use for the same purpose of the isolation and neutralization of attitudes 

1918

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

OHNE MICH!
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of conscientious objection, in this same period (I do not know of any Brits who died of maltreatment):

“In the course of one year of conscription, 64,693 made application to be excused from combatant status, and 
of this number, 3,989 desired exemption also from non-combatant duty. Of this number, 99 consented to be 
sent to France and to engage in reconstruction activities, 1,200 worked on farms, and in other ways their 
number was reduced to 503, who were given prison sentences.”

“A total of 1,461 [were found to be sincere]. Those found to be insincere numbered 103. The remaining cases 
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were disposed of by various means.” Here is a group of WWI conscientious objectors, photographed in prison:

In Illinois during this year, German-born American Robert Prager failed to stand during our national anthem. 
Stripped of most of his clothes, he was forced to kiss the American flag. He was bound with strips of cloth torn 
from an American flag and lynched before a cheering crowd of some 500 or more people. When those 
responsible were brought to trial, their defence was the “unwritten law” and the jury acquitted in less than an 
hour, characterizing what had happened as “patriotic murder.”

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT 
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES 

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST 

CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS 
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.

COLDBLOODED MURDER

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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May 18, Saturday: According to a Duluth newspaper, on the previous Tuesday a detachment of 90 Home Guards had 
gone on a search for deserters and slackers. The contingent had arrived in Proctor on a special train at 6:30PM 
and had started back toward Duluth at 10:30PM. They had intercepted about 100 men who had been unable to 
promptly produce credentials, of whom some 6 were still under suspicion of being deserters from the military 
or slackers from the war effort.

CONTINGENCY
ALTHOUGH VERY MANY OUTCOMES ARE OVERDETERMINED, WE TRUST 

THAT SOMETIMES WE ACTUALLY MAKE REAL CHOICES.

October 13, Sunday: Adolf Hitler was poison-gassed near Ypres.

“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”

— Adolf Hitler, March 1933

The fact that he had himself been poison-gassed may have had something to do with his willingness to poison-
gas the Jews, for in MEIN KAMPF (MY STRUGGLE) he would comment indignantly that:

If twelve or fifteen thousand of these Jews who were corrupting
the nation had been forced to submit to poison-gas, just as
hundreds of thousands of our best German workers from every
social stratum and from every trade and calling had to face it
in the field, then the millions of sacrifices made at the front
would not have been in vain.

WORLD WAR I
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
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A forest fire during the dry season, beginning with sparks thrown off by a train at Milepost 62 on the Great 
Northern tracks between Duluth and Hibbing and whipped by winds of 80 to 90 miles per hour, would over 
four days destroy 38 towns such as Brookston, Carlton, Corona, Adolph, Thomson, Arnold, Wright, Barnum, 
and Moose Lake, Minnesota and reach even beyond the city limits of Duluth, burning all the way up to 
Superior Street at about 38th Avenue East.5 Cloquet, about 10 miles outside Duluth, lost a huge lumber and 
pulp mill as its entire shed inventory of seasoned and unseasoned lumber fed the fury of the flames. The fire 
front moved sometimes as fast as 2.3 miles per hour and the total energy released would have amounted to 
some 10 Hiroshima-size atom bombs. There would be 453 burning deaths, with 85 more people very badly 
burned. In addition, 106 would perish of influenza and pneumonia, 11,382 families were displaced, 52,371 
people suffered various injuries, 4,089 homes and 6,366 barns were destroyed, and 41 school buildings were 
consumed. Here some corpses are being removed for burial from a farm root cellar the flames had passed over:

The state’s timber harvest had peaked in 1900 at about 7 million cords; by 1910, the white pine had essentially 
been gone. This big fire burned a whole lot of what was left. In 1924, the last log drive would be held on the 
St. Louis and Cloquet rivers.

THE AGE OF REASON WAS A PIPE DREAM, OR AT BEST A PROJECT.
5. A Kellam family memory is that burning embers were falling into the open-sided touring sedan of the Fisk family as they were 
taking the four Kellams to shelter five miles from their home and drugstore at 60th Avenue East. Carefully pointing out that this 
was before his earliest memories, John R. Kellam recounts: “We had wet blankets over us in the back seat, and our parents beat out 
the embers with wet rags as we bumped along the dirt road.”

FIRE
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ACTUALLY, HUMANS HAVE ALMOST NO CLUE WHAT THEY ARE DOING, 
WHILE CREDITING THEIR OWN LIES ABOUT WHY THEY ARE DOING IT.

November 11, Armistice Day: On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, an Armistice was signed between 
the Allies and the Central Powers effectively halting the Great War. (The final treaty would be signed at 
Versailles on June 28, 1919.)

There’s no sense in killing people until the very last minute, is there? Captain Harry S Truman’s Battery D 
fired off its final round at 10:45AM.

The Fifth Committee of the Turkish Parliament issued a summons for Talaat Bey, the principle architect of the 
Armenian genocide, Ismail Enver Pasha, and Ahmed Djemal Pasha, to appear within 10 days for an inquiry.

In Duluth, Minnesota, John R. Kellam, son of the pharmacist, formed his 1st long-term memory:

I have a pretty good memory for things of long, long ago anyway. 
My first memory was for something that happened when I was about
three and a half weeks more than two years old. Shortly after I
was two years old, and that birthday was in late October 1918,
the original Armistice Day occurred. Now I wouldn’t have been
able to understand the first thing about Armistice Day. But in
our neighborhood there was some excitement and something
happened so that my father called upstairs from the drugstore —
we lived in a flat above— and said that the front of the train
is off the tracks over at the station. That was only a half a
block away. Lester Park Station in Duluth. This was the train
headed up toward the Iron Range in Minnesota. Some wheels were
off the track. 
My father said, “Let’s go over and watch it. They’re trying to
get it back on.”
That’s all he had heard. So we all went across the street, down
half a block and into the railroad station and beyond and the
train was off the track. The two little wheels under the front
cowcatcher of this old steam train had somehow gotten dislodged
and this train with extra cars on it full of people was waiting
for people working, trying to get this pair of wheels, heavily
weighted down by the springs under this cowcatcher, back on the
rails. They had iron wedges and iron poles with wedged tips,
curved, working. They’d get to a certain place and the engineer
would back up a little bit, slowly, and then there’d be a
cracking sound and the wheels would slip off of whatever they
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were on and down on the ties again. Then they’d try it again a
different way. I was fascinated by this. Trains were something
that always stayed on the tracks, of course! So this was really
odd. In my short memory it even seemed unusual, in view of what
little I knew about trains. Well, they finally got the flange
of one wheel across the rail and the other flange still up enough
so that a tire went flack! right into place on top of the rail,
both sides at once. After all that struggling they had done,
then they were ready to make it go. There was no damage to the
railroad, the engine, or any other cars and so they were free
to go. The track was all right. There were some ties that had
been marked, but pretty soon they got the engine heated up, the
steam started to flow and the engine pulled and chugged away
until the train was a little speck on the horizon and
disappeared. 
Well, I guess I didn’t think about that very many times, but
when I was somewhere around seven or eight years old, we always
had dinner together in the evening, with a relief man taking
over the drugstore, and this was above the new drugstore that
we built a mile away, we were talking about this and that. 
I said, “I remember a train that went off the track! They were
putting it back on!”
My dad said, “John, where was that?” 
I said, “Oh, that was out at the Lester Park station before we
moved here.” Dad said, “Well, that’s right! What more do you
remember?” 
I said, “There were so many people watching the workmen trying
to get this train back on and so I told you I couldn’t see. So
you lifted me up over your head so I was sitting on the back of
your neck with my knees along side your ears. I had my hands
clasped in front of your forehead. Way up there, where it was
higher than you were, Daddy, I was able to see everything! It
was wonderful!”
(I wouldn’t have been able to see a thing in between the people
— I would have moved in too close and been taken away.) 
“Well,” he said, “John, are you sure you remember this or did
somebody tell you about it later?” 
I said, “I haven’t heard anybody say anything about that. I saw
it. I was right there!” 
He said, “The reason why I’m finding it so hard to realize that
it’s really your own memory is that that train full of people
with wheels off the rails and back on again was on their way to
the Iron Range for celebrations of the Armistice on November 11,
1918, when you were too young, I thought, to have remembered the
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derailing incident.”

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS 
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS, 

WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

WORLD WAR I
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July 23, Saturday: “Operations Plan 712” was accepted by the Major General Commandant of the USMC, establishing 
the Marine Corps concept of war strategy for the Pacific Ocean.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

July 29, Friday: In Germany, Adolf Hitler became Der Führer of the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 
(National Socialist German Workers’ Party, or NSDAP), the “Nazi” Party.

During this year, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was being stricken with polio at Campobello. For the remainder 
of his life he would be unable to walk unaided.

During this year, Benito Mussolini was entering the Italian parliament as a right-winger.

1921
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Winter/Spring: When John R. Kellam was five years of age, he had been able to read for about a year. He had perfect 
pitch and could stand with his back turned as his mother pressed keys on their upright piano, and state exactly 
which key had been pressed, such as “C# one octave above middle C.” He could do this on all the notes except 
the very low ones, but the reason he could not do this with the low keys was that on that home upright, the low 
keys happened to be in poor tune. He had mastered a few demonstration pieces on the piano by ear but hadn’t 
yet figured out how to read the sheet music. He and his mother boarded a streetcar one day during the school 
term and rode down to the county courthouse in Duluth, Minnesota, to a room that had a grand piano. The 
students of Lachmund Studios were offering a recital at which the guests of honor were some surviving 
veterans of the Civil War. Ernest Lachmund, John’s teacher, had been a student of Franz List, and was 
something of a prodigy on the piano. One of the guests of honor at the recital was Albert Woolson. John played 
a solo. He may, or may not, have been the youngest soloist. He doesn’t now remember what piece it was that 
he played.

YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALITY OF TIME OVER THAT OF 
CHANGE, OR CHANGE OVER TIME — IT’S PARMENIDES, OR 

HERACLITUS. I HAVE GONE WITH HERACLITUS.
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Germany having been unable to pay its war damages, the French military occupied the industrially valuable 
Ruhr area.

1923

WORLD WAR I
WORLD WAR II
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“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

November 8, Thursday: Over the previous 3 days the Polish military had put down a general strike against economic 
chaos.

In Germany, Adolf Hitler’s “Beer Hall Putsch”: The Bavarian government held a meeting of about 3,000 
officials in the Burgerbräukeller of München. Bavarian leader Gustav von Kahr was speaking on the necessity 
of dictatorship when Adolf Hitler entered at the head of his armed paramilitaries, the S.A. Der Führer jumped 
up on a table, fired a couple of rounds into the air, and told the audience that the München Putsch was taking 
place and “National Revolution” had begun.

Leaving Hermann Göring and the Sturm Abteilung to guard the 3,000 officials, he took Gustav von Kahr, Otto 
von Lossow (the commander of the Bavarian Army), and Hans von Lossow (the commandant of the Bavarian 
State Police) into an adjoining room. Der Führer told the men that he was to be the new leader of Germany 
and they could have posts in his new government. The three were hesitant to commit high treason. Hitler 
threatened to shoot them and then commit suicide: “I have three bullets for you, gentlemen, and one for me!” 
Finally the three were cowed. Soon afterwards Eric Ludendorff arrived. Ludendorff had been the leader of the 
Army at the end of WWI. He had therefore found Der Führer’s claim that the war had not been lost by the 
army but by Jews, Socialists, Communists and the civilian government, attractive, and was a strong supporter 
of the Nazi Party. Ludendorff agreed to head the Army in Hitler’s new government. While Der Führer had 
been appointing government ministers, Ernst Röhm, leading a group of stormtroopers, had seized the War 
Ministry, and Rudolf Hess was arranging the arrest of Jews and left-wing political leaders in Bavaria. They 
made plans to march on Berlin and remove the national government. Surprisingly, Der Führer had not 
arranged for his stormtroopers to take control of the radio stations and the telegraph offices. This meant that 
the national government in Berlin soon heard about this putsch and gave orders for it to be crushed.
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“My feelings as a Christian points me to my Lord and
Savior as a fighter.... As a Christian I have no duty
to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to
be a fighter for truth and justice ... and if there is
anything which could demonstrate that we are acting
rightly, it is the distress that daily grows. For as a
Christian I have also a duty to my own people.”

— Adolf Hitler, April 12, 1922

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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Great Britain, the USA, and Germany, among other nations, agreed in principle to a proposed Geneva Protocol 
renouncing 1st use of biological weapons. Isn’t that nice?

Although this Protocol prohibited the use of chemical and biological agents, it omitted to mention any halt to 
research and development of these agents. 

Despite this, for some reason Japan was unwilling to be a party to this treaty. Were they up to something?

Also, although the United States became a signatory, a full half century would elapse before our Senate would 
be willing to ratify the signature of our diplomat. Were we up to something?

Oh, gosh, Mr. Pogo, you don’t suppose we have met the enemy and they are us?

In this year the German Jewish couple who would become the parents of Anne Frank, Otto Frank and Edith 
Holländer, got married and settled in Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

1925

WORLD WAR II

GERM WARFARE
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July 18, Saturday: The 1st volume of Adolf Hitler’s “My Prisons” opus FOUR YEARS OF STRUGGLE AGAINST LIES, 
STUPIDITY, AND COWARDICE, retitled by its publisher as MEIN KAMPF (MY STRUGGLE), was published by Max 
Amann. Would you like to be inspired?

Hitler would be in prison in Germany this year and the next. He was what you’d call a political prisoner.

This jailhouse author, we notice now, was guilty of uncritically passing along racist remarks which had 
originated with the German traveler Johann J. von Tschudi in TRAVELS IN PERU, DURING THE YEARS 1838-
1842 ON THE COAST, AND IN THE SIERRA, ACROSS THE CORDILLERAS AND THE ANDES, INTO THE PRIMEVAL 
FORESTS, published in London in English translation in 1847, racist remarks which had subsequently been 
brought forward in such accounts as Dr. Josiah Clark Nott’s and George Robin Gliddon’s foundational 
textbook of the new racialist American anthropology, published in London in 1854, TYPES OF MANKIND: OR, 
ETHNOLOGICAL RESEARCHES, BASED UPON THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS, PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES, AND 
CRANIA OF RACES, AND UPON THEIR NATURAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, PHILOLOGICAL, AND BIBLICAL HISTORY: 
ILLUSTRATED BY SELECTIONS FROM THE UNEDITED PAPERS OF SAMUEL GEORGE MORTON, M.D., AND BY 
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PROF. L. AGASSIZ, LL.D., W. USHER, M.D.; AND PROF. H.S. PATTERSON, 
M.D., and again subsequently been brought forward in 1876 by Herbert Spencer in Volume I of his THE 
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY. Some lies are so choice, they never die.

Of course, as we all know, Adolf was the sort of guy who would only use biological weapons if he could get 
away with it. 

He wasn’t like us at all.

WORLD WAR II

WORLD WAR II
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( What he would do would be a radical departure from what had come before ;-)

Allein ganz abgesehen davon, daß der Mensch die Natur
noch in keiner Sache überwunden hat, sondern höchstens
das eine oder andere Zipfelchen ihres ungeheuren,
riesenhaften Schleiers von ewigen Rätseln und
Geheimnissen erwischte und emporzuheben versuchte....
(Mein Kampf. München: Zentralverlag der NSDAP, page
314)

ISIS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
Even Adolf Hitler is capable of references to the veil of Isis: "But quite aside from the fact that man has never yet conquered Nature in anything, but at the most has caught hold of and tried to lift one or another corner of her immense gigantic veil of eternal riddles and secrets ...." (1992, Mein Kampf translated by Ralph Manheim with an introduction by D. Cameron Watt. London: Pimlico, page 261).



JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

At approximately this point John R. Kellam, 9 or 10 years of age, was told that a skinned black bear had been 
hung from a tree near Lester River in Lester Park, at the beginning of the Lester River Road, in his home town 
of Duluth, Minnesota. He went to look at it and saw that this carcass appeared without its pelt like the remains 
of a human being — which obviously had been what was intended because it had a sign affixed to it, reading:

Death  t o  Catho l i c s
Jews  and  N i gger s

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

1926

ANTI-CATHOLICISM
ANTISEMITISM

RACISM
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September 8, Wednesday: Germany, the reformed aggressor nation, was admitted to the League of Nations. World war 
was over, over, over.
In the interwar period, as part of a peacetime army, George Smith Patton, Jr. would be playing one hell of a lot 
of Polo. He would be experiencing a couple of tours of duty in Hawaii, a tour in the Office of the Chief of 
Cavalry at the War Department in Washington DC, and three tours of duty with the 3d Cavalry at Fort Myer, 
Virginia.

And he would get to kill absolutely nobody. He was like a mama in between babies. Ho-hum. Is peace going 
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to last just forever?

Fortunately, our warrior had allies:

“War, stress or conflict is to the man what maternity
is to the woman. I do not believe in perpetual peace;
not only do I not believe in it but I find it depressing
and a negation of all the fundamental virtues of man.”

— Benito Mussolini

HISTORY’S NOT MADE OF WOULD. WHEN SOMEONE REVEALS, FOR 
INSTANCE, THAT A PARTICULAR PERSON WOULD BE PLAYING A HELL 

OF A LOT OF POLO, S/HE DISCLOSES THAT WHAT IS BEING CRAFTED IS 
NOT REALITY BUT PREDESTINARIANISM. THE RULE OF REALITY IS THAT 
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THE FUTURE HASN’T EVER HAPPENED, YET. THE 1ST WORLD WAR 
WASN’T BEING CALLED THE 1ST WORLD WAR YET, BECAUSE ONLY AN 
INADEQUATE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WERE AS YET THINKING IN TERMS OF 

AN ENTITY TO BE TERMED THE 2D WORLD WAR.
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In this year (or, possibly, in the previous year), John R. Kellam, 10 or 11 years of age, heard of a Ku Klux Klan 
cross burning that had taken place up on the bluff above the Northland Country Club of Duluth, on the 
Minnesota North Shore, and so he walked up 40th Avenue East and around to the top of the bluff, where he 

1927
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was able to personally inspect the ashes of the KKK’s cross.6
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6. The original Ku Klux Klan of the South during Reconstruction years had pretty much disintegrated, but a new organization 
appropriating that name had been founded by William J. Simmons, a former minister of the gospel, in a meeting atop Stone 
Mountain GA in 1915. The new Klan, since it was not only anti-black but also anti-Catholic and anti-Semitic, amounted to a 
resurgence of the Know-Nothing movement of the mid-19th Century. It was not sectional and was strong in the North as well as in 
the South. The northern headquarters were in Kokomo IN, near where Austin Meredith would grow up, and its religion was of 
course fundamentalist. In 1922, 1924, and 1926 the new KKK brought about the election of many state officials and a number of 
Congressmen. Texas, Oklahoma, Indiana, Oregon, and Maine were particularly under its influence. Its power in the Midwest would 
be broken during the late 1920s when David C. Stephenson, a major Klan leader there, would be convicted of 2nd-degree murder, 
and the governor of Indiana and the mayor of Indianapolis, Klan members, would be indicted for corruption. At its peak in the mid-
1920s its membership had been estimated at 4,000,000-5,000,000. Membership was on the decline and by 1930 only an estimated 
30,000 diehards would remain.
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A DRAFT OF CANTOS XVII-XXVII was published by the Three Mountains Press in Paris. 

The Briand-Kellog anti-war pact was signed in Paris.

Finally, all was quiet on the Western Front:

The graves lay silent, row on row.

“Killing to end war, that’s like fucking
to restore virginity.”

    — Vietnam-era protest poster

1928
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The US law of military conscription would be amplified during this year in the case of US v. Schwimmer, 279 
US 644.

ONE COULD BE ELSEWHERE, AS ELSEWHERE DOES EXIST. 
ONE CANNOT BE ELSEWHEN SINCE ELSEWHEN DOES NOT.

(TO THE WILLING MANY THINGS CAN BE EXPLAINED,
THAT FOR THE UNWILLING WILL REMAIN FOREVER MYSTERIOUS.)

1929
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September 14, Sunday: The Germans, desperate, in depression, largely unemployed, in the general election elected the 
Nazi Party, making it the 2d largest political party in the nation, with all of 107 seats in the Reichstag (the 
number had previously been 12 or 14; Communists also gained, from 54 to 77 seats). The Nazis, displaying 
supreme confidence and zeal and righteousness, said they knew the answer — or would think of one right soon.

The German Social Democrat Party was the largest party in the Reichstag, but did not hold a majority over all 
the other parties, and therefore its leader, Hermann Mueller, was going to need to rely on the cooperation of 
others such as the Nazis in order to rule. After the Social Democrats would refuse to reduce unemployment 
benefits, Mueller would be replaced as Chancellor by Heinrich Bruening of the Catholic Centre Party (BVP). 
However, with his party having merely 87 of the 577 seats in the Reichstag, he also would find it extremely 
difficult to gain agreement for his policies. Der Führer would use this situation to his advantage, pointing 
out to all and sundry that parliamentary democracy simply was not functioning. Hitler’s main message to the 
people was that Germany’s economic recession was due to the Treaty of Versailles. Other than refusing to pay 
reparations, he neglected to explain how he was planning to improve the economy. With a divided Reichstag 
the power of the President became more important, and therefore he would plan to challenge Paul von 
Hindenburg for the Presidency.

1930
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“My feelings as a Christian points me to my Lord and
Savior as a fighter.... As a Christian I have no duty
to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to
be a fighter for truth and justice ... and if there is
anything which could demonstrate that we are acting
rightly, it is the distress that daily grows. For as a
Christian I have also a duty to my own people.”

— Adolf Hitler, April 12, 1922
WORLD WAR II

GERMANY
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At about the age of 15, John R. Kellam was walking in the Jay Cooke State Park west of the Fond du Lac 
neighborhood near the western boundary of his home town, Duluth, Minnesota when he noticed, probably 
within a few hundred yards of the battery of penstocks carrying dammed water down into the generating 
station of a power facility on the St. Louis River, a 6"x6" marker set in the ground sticking up about six inches 
like a surveyor’s monument. In the concrete of the marker were the initials KKK: “The marker may have had 
a date on its side, but I don’t remember that. It appeared to be pre-cast, set in a dug hole that was refilled with 
earth and tamped tight, years before I saw it.” (We know it to have been a practice of the Ku Klux Klan, after 
holding a night cross-burning ceremony, to position such a marker.)

We have reason to believe that as of this year Grand Dragon David Curtiss Stephenson was still in prison in 
Indiana six years after being convicted of rape and murder because at this point one of the famous Chicago 
adventure-killing duo “Leopold and Loeb” wrote to him from prison to prison — averring that his punishment 
had been unjustly severe, and pledging support.

The US law of military conscription would be amplified during this year in the cases of US v. Macintosh, 283 
US 605 and of US v. Bland, 283 US 636.

September 18, Friday: Adolf Hitler was in Nürnberg campaigning for president when at his München apartment a 23-
year-old niece, Angela Maria “Geli” Rabaul, daughter of his half-sister Angela Hitler, found a letter to him 
from Eva Braun and proceded to shoot herself through the heart.

Japanese army officers caused explosions on a railroad near Mukden to prevent the arrival forthcoming orders 
from Tokyo, orders that they restrain themselves in Manchuria. Then when skirmishes broke out they attacked 
the Chinese — and were on their way to creating a puppet state, Manchukuo.

1931
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In the Grand Joint Army Navy Exercises of this year, the aggressor forces, led by our Admiral Yarnell, attacked 
on a Sunday, 40 miles NE of Kahuku Point, half an hour before dawn. As they had hoped, the wave of 152 
aggressor planes took the defender forces at Pearl Harbor by surprise!

Another surprise was that the Nazi party won general elections in Germany. (With more than 6,000,000 
Germans unemployed, we didn’t expect this? –Where the hell were our heads at at the time?)

November: Eva Braun was found after a suicide attempt, with a bullet in her neck, by her sister Ils. (Later, of course, 
along with her husband of one day, she would succeed.)

1932

WORLD WAR II
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”

—

November 8, Tuesday: Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the best we had to offer ourselves, and we elected him to be the 
President of the United States of America.

Nadezhda Sergeyevich Alliluyeva, the wife of Stalin, died in their Kremlin apartment. The official cause of 
death was appendicitis. It is not known whether she shot herself or her husband shot her.

Pastorale from the Six Compositions for Carillon by Gian Carlo Menotti was performed for the initial time, 
in Richmond, Virginia.

WORLD WAR II
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During this year 42 black Americans would be offed by white lynch mobs. The federal government, including 
the FBI, would do absolutely nothing about this because our president, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was a 
Democrat. It was an uneasy alliance between “liberal” Northern Democrats and “conservative” Southern 
Democrats that, election after election, would be keeping him in power. For him to support anti-lynching 
legislation would be for him to split his support base, which was made up in roughly equal parts of white 
Northerners who did not much care what was happening to black Americans down south, and white 
Southerners who cared not at all that bad things would occasionally happen to the “uppity” among their black 
neighbors. (How do we know this? –We know this because FDR himself clearly explained his situation to the 
NAACP’s Walter White: saving the lives of these black men would cost him more, in terms of support, than 
their lives were worth to him.)

John R. Kellam attended a long lecture by the new Director of the federal Bureau of Investigation, later to 
become known as the FBI, named J. Edgar Hoover, and was for the time being suitably impressed:

He was full of what a wonderful organization that was and he was
seeing to it that it was increasing in efficiency and
effectiveness, catching only the bad guys, only doing that when
their evidence was straight and true and sufficient for
convictions. If you were innocent, you’d welcome the FBI coming
to ask about anything. If you were guilty, you’d better not see

1933
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the FBI.

John would have occasion, later in life, to adjust this favorable first impression:

All that good first impression was blown away in January 1945,
during my own trial in Toledo federal district court without
benefit of in-court counsel and representation, when two of J.
Edgar Hoover’s FBI operatives would easily resort to entirely
unnecessary lies in order to “prove” all but one of my character
witnesses wrong about my reasons for claiming to be a
conscientious objector.
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January 30, Monday: Igor Stravinsky was in Wiesbaden and discussed a May concert with Hans Rosbaud of Frankfurt 
Radio.

Judische Jugenhilfe was established in Berlin.

John Alden Carpenter married his second wife, Ellen Borden, in the Cambridge, Massachusetts home of 
A. Kingsley Porter, a relative of the bride. Carpenter, having forgotten to get a marriage license, needed to drop 
by the city hall before the wedding could proceed.

Scherzo for chamber orchestra op.13 by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the first time, in New York.

In 1907, when Dr. Alois Alzheimer had written of a disease of senile dementia, General Paul von Hindenburg 
had been in full control not only of his nation’s armies but also of his personal faculties. At this point, however, 
the 86-year-old was Reichspresident of Germany and was wandering around unable to recognize people. With 
the blessing of all the powers that be, Adolf Hitler, the leader of a Nazi-DNVP coalition, replaced Kurt von 
Schleicher as the Reichskanzler of Germany. Franz von Papen was named vice-chancellor. The Nazis would 
refer to this as Machtergreifung (“Seizure of power”). Show us what your National Socialists can do, guy.

How gloriously has the aged Field Marshal been used
as an instrument in the hand of God!

— Herman Göring

The old man would be sent to an asylum in Neudeck to finish his days in a stupor. He would die in 1934. Hitler 
brought to his coalition cabinet Wilhelm Frick as minister of home affairs. (Due to such circumstances as these, 
the family of the little girl Anne Frank would feel impelled to migrate from Frankfurt am Main, Germany to 
Amsterdam, Holland.)

WORLD WAR II
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February 27, Monday: A young Dutch socialist, Marinus van der Lubbe, a member of a tiny Communist splinter group 
opposed both to Stalin and to the German Communist Party, was found wandering dazed near the burning 
German Reichstag building. He would be accused of having committed this arson as a protest against Nazism, 
despite the greatest difficulties in putting together a crime scenario in which one person acting alone could 
conceivably have started, without any accelerants, all those simultaneous blazes in various parts of the 
building. On January 10, 1934 in Leipzig his head would be chopped off with an ax but that would do nothing 
to resolve the controversy — which has persisted ever since.

Having become involved in the Communist Party of the United States, Edward Dahlberg would be going to 
Germany at the point at which Adolf Hitler was coming to power after this torching of the Reichstag (this event 
being for Hitler in Germany what the Twin Towers attack would become for George W. Bush in America — 
the golden moment that begged to be seized).

After establishing his credentials by being beaten by a Nazi officer who had either had too much to drink or 
disliked Communists or perhaps both, Dahlberg would return to Greenwich Village and be offered a 
commission to write a book on some anti-Nazi theme. This would be published under the title THOSE WHO 

HEADCHOPPING
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PERISH and would be the 1st book of its kind to reach the public eye in the United States.

March 12, Sunday: Japan completed its occupation of China north of the Great Wall.

Chinaman, Laundryman, a ricercar by Ruth Crawford Seeger to words of Tsiang, was performed for the first 
time, at the MacDowell Club, New York.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt provided his initial “fireside chat” to the American people from the 
White House.

The first Nazi concentration camp opened its doors at Oranienburg outside Berlin, Germany. Come on in, 
we will not be such cowards as to keep you out.

“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”

— Adolf Hitler, March 1933

WORLD WAR II
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March 23, Thursday: Adolfs Blodnieks replaced Margers Skujenieks as Prime Minister of Latvia.

Symphony op.36a by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the first time, in München. It is an orchestration of his 
String Quartet op.36.

Kurt Weill arrived in Paris after crossing the frontier from Germany.

Hymne au Saint-Sacrement for orchestra by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the first time, in Théâtre des 
Champs-Elysées, Paris.

The Law for Removing the Distress of People and Reich, or Ermächtigungsgesetz, (commonly known as the 
“Enabling Act”) was passed by the Reichstag, 441-94, giving Chancellor Adolf Hitler’s government dictatorial 
powers for whatever the duration of the crisis up to four years. Only the Social Democratic party was opposed. 
Hitler promised that Germany’s artistic growth would be fueled by “blood and race.”

“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”

— Adolf Hitler, March 1933

In Führer Hitler’s 1st office –but of course– he needed to install a portrait of Henry Ford, model for emulation.

April 1, Saturday, 10AM: The first blow against German Jews was a SA boycott of all Jewish-owned businesses, with 
a massive propaganda campaign and guards posted outside Jewish shops to warn away potential customers. 
This action against retail shops was also directed against Jewish physicians, lawyers, and merchants. Jewish 
students were excluded from schools and universities. Chancellor Adolf Hitler began the boycott in Berlin by 
declaring: “I believe that I act today in unison with the Almighty Creator’s intention: by fighting the Jews I do 
battle for the Lord.” Winnifred Wagner met with the Chancellor at the Reich Chancellery in Berlin. Hitler 
assured her of his support to Bayreuth and the music, in spite of some in the Nazi Party who were oppose to 
them. He promised to attend the festival every summer.

A cable from the United States to German Chancellor Adolf Hitler protested the treatment of Jewish musicians 
in Germany. This was signed by Arturo Toscanini, Walter Damrosch, Frank Damrosch, Serge Koussevitzky, 
Artur Bodanzky, Harold Bauer, Ossip Gabrilowitsch, Alfred Hertz, Charles Martin Loeffler, Fritz Reiner, and 
Rubin Goldmark.  Due to international outrage and the apathy of many non-Jewish Germans, Chancellor Hitler 
would limit this boycott to a single day.

WORLD WAR II
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April 4, Tuesday: Due to protests from abroad, the Nazis halted their Jewish boycott (explaining internally that it has 
achieved its purpose).

The article “Tragt ihn mit Stolz, den Gelben Fleck!” (“Wear it with Pride, The Yellow Badge!”) written by 
Robert Weltsch, was published in the German-Jewish newspaper Jüdische Rundschau. The article was the first 
in a series “To say ‘Yes’ to our Jewishness” and would become slogans of the German Jewish resistance.

Conductor Otto Klemperer boarded a train from Berlin to Zurich.

German Chancellor Adolf Hitler responded to the cable of April 1st by banning broadcast of any recordings 
or compositions by the signers.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

May 10, Wednesday: After almost a year of fighting, Paraguay formally declared war on Bolivia.

Janusz Jedrzejewicz replaced Aleksander Blazej Prystor as prime minister of Poland.

Throughout Germany, officials seized Social Democratic Party offices, money, and more than 100 newspapers. 
Within a few days, all independent labor organizations would be dissolved.

After a torchlight parade through Berlin, more than 20,000 books deemed to be of “un-German spirit” were 
burned on Unter den Linden opposite the University of Berlin, and throughout Germany. Among the authors 
honored at this busk by the Nazis were John Dos Passos, Thomas Mann, Karl Marx, Stefan Zweig, Erich Maria 
Remarque, Lion Feuchtwanger, Albert Einstein, Walther Rathenau, Hugo Preuss, Sigmund Freud, Maxim 
Gorky, Helen Keller, Friedrich Forster, Arthur Schnitzler, Jack London, Upton Sinclair, Ernest Hemingway, 
H.G. Wells, André Gide, Émile Zola, and Marcel Proust.

The third movement of Symphony no.4 by Charles Ives was performed for the initial time, in New York.
WORLD WAR II
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May 23, Tuesday: The Dachauer Zeitung of Dachau, Germany wrote that their local concentration camp 
for “communists,” then under construction, was bringing “new hope to the Dachau business world,” 
and was Germany’s most famous place. Like many towns in the United States of America, such as Terre Haute, 
Indiana, they regarded prisons as a local growth industry.

“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”

— Adolf Hitler, March 1933

June: The Nazis opened their concentration camp at Dachau, initially as a “model” camp for the detention of 
“communists.” This was an internal matter, Germany’s business and nobody else’s.

This was an internal matter, Germany’s business and nobody else’s, but would ordinary Germans know what 
was going on inside such camps? –During this year the local papers would report to the general public that the 
guards at Dachau had on one occasion killed a dozen of the prisoners.

NAZISM

WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

WORLD WAR II

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

July 14, Friday: A Glorious Day op.48 for brass by Albert Roussel was performed for the initial time, in Paris.

The German government issued a Law Establishing the Cinema Office, giving the minister of propaganda 
power to decide who could make films in Germany.

The Nazi Party was declared to be the sole legitimate political party in a unified nation of Germany. (In union 
there is strength, and strength leads to triumph, but in dissension there can be only weakness and disloyalty 
and defeat. Everybody knows that, so you shouldn’t be surprised to find out that we’re not going to put up with 
any defeatism.)

As the Nazi Party became Germany’s only legal political party, political opposition of course became 
punishable under the law.

Eastern European Jews and Gypsies living in Germany were stripped of citizenship under a new Law 
regarding Revocation of Naturalization and Annulment of German Citizenship.

A program of sterilization of “unfit” parents and potential parents, and “euthanasia” of the “defective” and of 
“useless eaters,” began under a new Law for the Prevention of Offspring with Hereditary Diseases dealing with 
people who fell into the category of “life unworthy of life” (lebensunwertes Leben).7

September: Still 16 years of age, John R. Kellam matriculated at the University of Minnesota, as an architecture student 
for a 5-year course of study. Coming as he did from a Kellam family background that had never had any second 
thoughts about militarism, he “thoughtlessly” registered for its required Reserve Officer Training Corps basic 
2-year course:

[T]hey were a land grant college, and, being physically fit,
7. This new law was endorsed by the American Eugenics Society.
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I could not escape getting into the basic course of ROTC.
That was two years. It was like an additional college course,
except that there was a uniform involved, drilling on a drill
field, learning how to handle weapons in the armory, and so
on.... One of the talking points our ROTC instructors used was
that we had won World War I, we had downed the Kaiser, and
militarism was going to be under check. And the assumption was
that the League of Nations would be able to do its business.
Besides that, there was the insurance that this country was
giving ourselves that by continuing readiness for national
emergency, we would probably inhibit any other countries from
becoming overt enemies of ours and making attacks on us that
would need to be repelled. So ROTC was part of a big insurance
system to prevent our getting into any more wars, particularly
world wars. Well, that sounded good to me. I could enjoy whatever
the contents were of ROTC courses, feeling this kind of
assurance that we were helping to prevent war in the world.
That seemed like a good thing to do.

October 14, Saturday: Concerto Ballata for cello and orchestra by Alexander Glazunov was performed for the first 
time, in Paris, with the composer himself at the podium.

A united, strong Germany announced that it would quit the League of Nations, and the Disarmament 
Conference as well. The Nazis were not going to tolerate any more of that allowing-ourselves-to-be-humiliated 
stuff!

“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”

— Adolf Hitler, March 1933

WORLD WAR II
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December 7, Thursday: The US Fleet Marine Force was established.
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The US law of military conscription would be amplified during 1934 in the case of Hamilton et al. v. Regents 
of the University of California, 293 US 245.

January 15: The USMC published its TENTATIVE MANUAL FOR LANDING OPERATIONS.

June 29, Friday/30, Saturday: Führer Adolf Hitler had been relying on internal competitiveness to keep in check such 
subordinates as Hermann Göring, Joseph Goebbels, Heinrich Himmler, and Ernst Röhm. Röhm had been one 
of Hitler’s first supporters and had been able to obtain essential army funds for the startup of the Nazi 
movement. He had, however, come to be feared because as leader of the Sturm Abteilung (SA) –a force of over 
3,000,000 and thus quite a bit larger than the Regular Army– he potentially had the ability to destroy any one 
of his competitors. Many disapproved of the homosexuality that was rampant in the movement. Industrialists 
such as Albert Voegler, Gustav Krupp, Alfried Krupp, Fritz Thyssen, and Emile Kirdorf, who were Nazi 
supporters, had come to regard Röhm as having suspiciously socialist ideas. Göring and Himmler had asked 
Reinhard Heydrich to build a dossier against him. Eventually, Hitler ordered the Sturm Abteilung leaders to 
attend a meeting in the Hanselbauer Hotel in Wiesse. Göring and Himmler drew up a list of those outside the 
SA who would need to be killed at the same time, such as Gregor Strasser, Kurt von Schleicher, and Gustav 
von Kahr. On this day Hitler and his Schutz Staffeinel and Schutzstaffel8 arrested 200 senior SA officers, 
beginning at the top with Röhm. Many were shot as they were arrested but Hitler waited to allow Röhm to 
shoot himself — it was only after he failed to do so that two SS men did the deed for him. The purge would 
be kept secret until announced on July 13th. Although in his speech Hitler would admit that 61 had been 
executed, 13 had been shot while attempting to resist arrest, and 3 had committed suicide, actually as many as 
400 may not have lived out the night. Terming himself “the supreme judge of the German people,” Hitler gave 
the purge its name, the Night of the Long Knives (Nacht der langen Messer) — that of course not being for 
him any reference to American history.

July 25, Wednesday: Austrian Nazis begin a putsch against the government of Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss. 150 men 
stormed the chancellery and shot Dollfuss in the neck, leaving him to slowly bleed to death. Duce Benito 
Mussolini was particularly distressed by the move as at that moment, by coincidence, Frau Dollfuss and her 
children were his houseguests. It fell to Il Duce to take the bad news to them. The Austrian chancellor finally 
died at 6:00PM, but the putsch had failed.

1934

8. Distinction: The Schutz Staffeinel was Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the Schutzstaffel the entire uniformed corps.
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August 2, Thursday: As Reichspresident Paul Anton Hans Ludwig von Beneckendorf und Hindenburg lay dying at 
Neudeck, the German cabinet resolved to combine the offices of president and chancellor, effective on his 
demise. Minutes later he died. Immediately all members of the armed forces were required to swear allegiance 
to Adolf Hitler personally, rather than to the state or people. This was the beginning of the Third Reich.

August 19, Sunday: Adolf Hitler became Der Führer of the German volk (unification of the offices of president and 
chancellor), with 90% vote yes.9

He would attempt to mimic, in Germany, American ideals of racial purity and superiority:

“It is not by chance that the American union is in the 
state in which by far the greatest number of bold, 
sometimes unbelievably so, inventions are currently 
taking place. The achievements of a thousand racially 
questionable Europeans cannot equate with the 
capabilities of a thousand racially first-rate 
Americans.”

— Adolf Hitler, 1928

9. Make a memo: it is not exactly a good idea to put any person, no matter how extraordinary you may be supposing them to be, 
into a position of authority in which henceforward for structural reasons they will be able to obtain no negative, corrective feedback 
whatever. In fact this is an excellent way, like permanent solitary confinement, to drive someone bonkers. In fact this alone is 
sufficient to account for everything that would subsequently occur — without any need whatever to inventively presume sexual 
problems or megalomania or drug-induced dementia or whatever.
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John R. Kellam’s father, who was proud of his military service, died.

He was fifty-three years old. That was a good five years before
I began to understand myself with respect to war and peace.

1935
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At this point John was having no difficulty imagining himself as like his militaristic relatives. Here he is, for 
instance, at artillery practice:
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George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to permanent rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He studied the feasibility of 
a Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.10

Joseph R. McCarthy received a degree in law at Marquette University (a Jesuit school) and was admitted to 
the Wisconsin bar. In college he had boxed as a heavyweight. During his years as a practicing attorney, he 
would make money on the side like Richard Nixon, in all-night poker games.

March 14, Thursday: Führer Adolf Hitler created his air force: the Luftwaffe.

10. He concluded that “During a period of profound peace,” shielded by darkness and preceded by submarines, a sneak air attack 
would be a distinct possibility, that this would be entirely in accordance not only with Japan’s capabilities but also with its likely 
objectives, and commented that “It is the duty of the military to foresee and prepare against the worst possible eventuality.”
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March 16, Saturday: String Quartet no.2 by Walter Piston was performed for the first time, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

Führer Adolf Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles by introducing military conscription in Germany.11

September 15, Sunday: “The Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor” was unanimously passed by the 
Reichstag in Nürnberg. Under its provisions, only those of German or related ancestry could be citizens. The 
Juden were stripped of rights by these Nurnberger Gesetze (Nürnberg Race Laws). There was to be no 
interracial sex — and there could be none of that nasty intermarriage stuff between “Aryans” and “Jews.”12

“We have made an end of denials of the Deity and the
crying down of religion.”

— Adolf Hitler, October 1933

Over the previous week, two other laws had been passed. One had made the Nazi flag the national flag and the swastika 
its symbol. The other had clarified the difference between citizens and subjects: Jews were subjects.

Whipped up by incessant government propaganda, anti-Jewish riots broke out on the Kurfürstendam, Berlin.

In Los Angeles, Arnold Schoenberg collapsed from exhaustion and the chronic effects of diabetes.

11. The illustration shown actually is not the official seal of the German SSS ;-)
12. “Gesetz zum Schutz des deutschen Blutes und der deutschen Ehre” and “Reichsburgergesetz,” Reichsgesetzblatt 1146.
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Il Duce declared: “Everything is in the state; nothing human or spiritual exists outside the state.” (Il Duce was 
of course the Pontifex Maximus of the state.)

February 10, Monday: The German Gestapo was announced to be above the law (same attitude as would be taken in 
another later context, by our Quaker President, Richard “Tricky Dick” Nixon, in regard to his Attorney General 
John Mitchell — and to himself as his cabinet officer’s superior).

“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

1936

WORLD WAR II
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March 7, Saturday: At noon, German troops crossed the Hohenzollern Bridge and at five other bridges, into Cologne, 
beginning the remilitarization of the Rhineland in violation of the Versailles and Locarno Treaties. Their orders 
were to withdraw if challenged by French troops — but they went entirely unchallenged.

May 9, Saturday:  Duce Benito Mussolini’s Italian forces mopped up in Ethiopia.

King Vittorio Emmanuele III of Italy proclaimed himself Emperor of Ethiopia.

Police fired on a crowd in Thessaloniki killing 30 and wounding hundreds. The events would inspire Iannis 
Ritsos to compose a series of poems called Epitafios, laments of a mother over her dead sons. In 1958 they 
would be set to music by Mikis Theodorakis.

The German zeppelin Hindenburg arrived in Lakehurst, New Jersey on its initial flight to New York, three days 
out of Frankfurt-am-Main.

June: John R. Kellam was in the advance corps ROTC of the University of Minnesota, and was training with his 
coast artillery gunnery battalion at Fort Sheridan IL near Highland Park, north of Chicago and about halfway 
to Milwaukee.

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes Hermann Göring

John Milton Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
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[T]hey didn’t have any coast artillery at Fort Sheridan, no big
offshore guns. But they did have anti-aircraft guns. They used
a shell that was somewhere between three and a half and four
inches in diameter and maybe eighteen inches long. It was about
as hefty as a young man could easily throw into the breach of a
gun. We shot these guns at towed targets, towed far behind
aircraft. We had pistol and rifle marksmanship also on two
different ranges. The pistol range was on the beach. 
The background of that was all the expanse of Lake Michigan.
We had spotters to make sure there were no boats coming anywhere
near that range. So it was perfectly safe as far as that goes
unless somebody accidentally put out a shot with careless aiming
of a pistol maybe. These were I think nine millimeters if I
remember right, ammunition. That’s heavy enough to kill a man
pretty easily. Of course a twenty-two pistol can do the same
thing if it hits a vital area. It can easily go through a head,
but nine millimeters can put a big hole in anybody. 
We had these targets which were at first simply round circles,
concentric circles, some of them blacked in with white circles
instead of black line circles on a buff background. Well, they
were easy and I still was a good shot like I had been in
childhood even though there had been maybe a dozen years since
I had held any kind of a gun in my hand. I was getting eights
and nines. Ten is the perfect bullseye. The circles go all the
way out to one. So that went easily. 
Then they had — suddenly there were man-shaped targets with a
little man-shaped head and shoulder, and a blob in the middle
representing a crude heart in the center of the man. They were
stylized, just geometric shapes vaguely resembling a human.

Well, suddenly it hit me. They’re getting us ready to kill
humans. What’ll I do? I don’t want to balk, especially because
these are really just cardboard and paper and some small wooden
slats to hold the things rigid. If any human were ever in a
target under any circumstances, I just could not possibly do any
shooting. So I put that off, thinking maybe it will never happen. 
I was still very young, I was still nineteen that summer, so all
right, I did it and I got a very, very high score. I passed it
off as so much paper and wood I was putting holes in. When it
came time for the actual qualifying round, it was a different
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day. I had a different pistol and I noticed that when I was
squeezing off the first shot, it was very stiff. The trigger
seemed to take a lot of pulling, but I got a nine and I thought
that was good enough, not perfect, but maybe I could do better
on the rest of them. The second shot I had a hard time squeezing
off because it took so much pressure on my finger that my whole
hand and my forearm started to get tired all of a sudden, real
quick. So I think I got eight that time. I told the sergeant who
was overseeing us, 
“There’s something wrong with this gun. I squeezed it off and
only got an eight and a nine. I can do much better than that. I
don’t think I can get the third shot off because my finger is
too tired.”
He sort of pooh-poohed it. 
He said, “Well, if you don’t want to —here, I’ll try it for you
—but you’re gonna have to accept whatever score I make! Even if
it’s a four or five!” 
“Well,” I said, “the alternative is just to quit and not qualify
at all! I don’t think either one of us wants that.”
“All right, if you want me to I’ll test it myself this way, but
you’re going to have to accept any luck it has.”
He aimed and he pulled and after a while, like with my hand, his
hand started to shake from the effort. He put the pistol down,
cocked its safety on, and said, “You’re right! There’s something
wrong with this gun! I’ll get you another one. But, you’re going
have to go ahead from here and it’s not a gun you’ve ever shot
before, so you wouldn’t have quite as good a chance of making a
good score.”
I said, “Is there any alternative?” 
“No,” he said, “That’s the only way I can let you do it.” 
“O.K.” 
I got nines and tens the rest of the time. They all squeezed off
easily. That’s the way I got my expert rating in pistol and I
have a little medal that I had to hang on my uniform. In rifle
I didn’t have any mechanical trouble, so I got to be a
sharpshooter in rifle, which is next to expert. What it was worth
to me, I was still a good target shooter, but I knew inside of
me that I was no good whatsoever at shooting any live animal,
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let alone a person.

Later on, when Hitler started to get pretty rough over in Europe,
I had this idea recur time and again — what if I let my
commission go on and I had finished my fourth year in ROTC, a
second lieutenant, and I got into a war, I’d be in a lot of legal
trouble if I told them then that I couldn’t. Then the thought
occurred to me, maybe if I got into some supply system, it would
get me out of ever going into combat. Maybe I could set it up
that way. Ha-ha! Later on that became a rationalization that I
refused and rejected after all. I thought, how stupid it is for
me to approach the real answer in such little degrees. It’s like
cropping a puppy dog’s tail one inch at a time. I might as well
resign my commission, not think about the quartermaster corps,
or any other backwater unit of the army just to try to escape.
I might as well bite the whole bullet and tell them,
“Nothing doing!”

My earlier experience with that trapped rabbit was completely
forgotten or ignored all the way through ROTC. If I had really
known myself, I would not have gone to that college. There were
some other schools of architecture that were not in land grant
colleges. When I finally came to the full realization of what I
had to do, I thought back and I said to myself, how stupid I
have been to go tiptoeing up to the issues so hesitantly. Why
did it take me so long to get wise to myself? I was opening my
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eyes so very slowly, almost afraid of what I was going to see.
It wasn’t easy. At the same time, when I fully realized, I felt
kind of dumb to have refused to recognize the whole truth when
it was staring me in the face.

July 18, Saturday: In Spain, civil war erupted. People sure can get on each other’s nerves!

August: Simone Weil left to join the republican front in the Spanish civil war. She would hook up with an international 
group allied with an anarchist trade union in Aragon. While on bivouac a few weeks later, she would step into 
a cooking pot of boiling oil. She would be forced to leave the front and would receive treatment for her burn 
in Sitgès.

August 1, Saturday: In Berlin, the Olympic games had their opening ceremony. Would this take everyone’s mind off 
of beating each other up?

This international sporting event would be going on in the stadiums in Berlin for the following two weeks or 
so, until the 16th of the month. Portions of the competitions would be witnessed by Adolf Hitler. There is an 
urban legend that is making the rounds about this sporting event, as witness the following recent email:

At 04:04 AM 12/12/2006, you wrote:
> I remember how Hitler wanted to use sports to prove the 
> superiority of his race in the year the Olympics were held in 
> Berlin. The US athlete Jessie Owens was losing in the long 
> jump competition to a German athlete. It was very natural in 
> the eyes of Hitler who was sure whites especially the Aryan 
> type were superior to others especially the blacks. As the 
> German athlete was about to win the game he noticed that if 
> Jessie Owens could change his tactics a little he could win 
> the game very easily. Then right before Hitler's eyes and all 
> the audience and Nazi officials he went to Owens, took his 
> hand and taught him the tactic that made Owens victorious and
> himself a loser. Hitler got so furious that he immediately
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> left the stadium.
I informed the author of the above, privately, that this account lacks any basis in fact, and referred him to http:/
/tafkac.org/celebrities/jesse_owens_hitler_legends.html (you will notice that, to spare him embarrassment,  I 
am not here repeating his name). About the only thing I can write in regard to the sporting events of this year, 
that I regard as emphatically accurate, is something comparatively undramatic and unproblematic, which is 
that America’s black athlete Jesse Owens achieved at least one of his four gold medals while wearing Adidas 
sports footgear — and that publicity about this fact would be producing great profit for that corporation.

To understand how utterly the cited urban legend is a concoction, you need to understand that even for a racist 
like Hitler, there is no reason for concern at the triumph of a black athlete over a white one. The reason for this 
is that ample cultural materials are available to hand, by which such a defeat can be explained away as not due 
to any racial superiority of the black over the white. Had Hitler been concerned by the events of the races, and 
there is no evidence that he was so concerned, he could easily have explained them away completely by some 
such figment as “Blacks are superior over whites only in the manner in which the lower animals are superior 
over humans, by means of brute musculature; what will cause the higher races of the human species to triumph 
is not their inferior ability to leap, but their superior ability to reason.”

October 1: Franco was declared the head of the Spanish State.
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Hoping that the Californian coastal climate would improve his eyesight, Aldous Huxley moved with Gerald 
Heard to the United States and became a writer of screenplays. In this year his STORIES, ESSAYS, AND POEMS 
and his AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF PACIFISM were published. Also, in ENDS AND MEANS, he pointed out that 
there doesn’t seem to be much disagreement over what it is that we are all trying to achieve as everybody 
seemed to be desiring a world of “liberty, peace, justice and brotherly love.” What we seemed to be disagreeing 
about, he opinioned, was the way to get there from where we were at the moment. He included in this treatise 
a chapter on war because at the moment “Every road towards a better state of society is blocked, sooner or 
later, by war, by threats of war, by preparations for war.”

“War is not a law of nature, nor even a law of human
nature. It exists because men wish it to exist.... It
is enormously difficult for us to change our wishes in
this matter; but the enormously difficult is not the
impossible.”

Interestingly, Huxley played the Orientalist card. Against all historical evidence, he asserted that it had been 
militarized Christianized Westerners who had wished war into existence — in the East, the Chinese, when left 
to themselves, naturally aspire not to conflict but to “an ordered and harmonious society,” and in India, 
Buddhists still have not forgotten about ahimsa, “doing no harm” to living beings.

“It is one of the tragedies of history that the
Westernization of China should have meant the
progressive militarization of a culture which, for
nearly 3,000 years, preached the pacifist ideal....
Alone of all the great world religions, Buddhism made
its way without persecution, censorship or inquisition.
Its record is enormously superior to that of
Christianity, which made its way among people wedded to
militarism.”

Huxley suggested that for some participants, war had been supplying a sense of purpose which otherwise 
would be wanting in their lives. They had been going to war in order to feel that they are alive because, in a 
state of peace, they felt as if they were purposeless, aimless, almost already dead. Others, tempted by the idea 
that they might be able to get away with some hot fantasy, had found the lawlessness that comes with a state 
of war to be an attraction — maybe they’d get to rape someone, maybe they’d get to torture someone, maybe 
they’d get to steal something, for sure they’d get to kill somebody and then gloat about it. For some of us war 
was what it took to make life at least interesting. –But these are reasons from the past, Huxley pointed out, 
because in our contemporary era of mechanized mass destruction, war isn’t what it used to be. 

“Modern war destroys with the maximum of efficiency and
the maximum of indiscrimination, and therefore entails
the commission of injustices far more numerous and far
worse than any it is intended to redress.”
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Huxley suggested that there were also reasons why the non-participants in war, the “civilians” as it were, 
desired war. One of these reasons would be Nationalist Chauvinism: people “like to have excuses to feel pride 
and hatred”; professional military leaders, although they are not the sort to put themselves personally in harm’s 
way, are guys with a built-in job-performance problem: they are forever in need to create excuses for the 
display of their superior professional competence. The manufacturers of armaments need for the armaments 
already manufactured to be depleted and expended — so there can be more government contracts so they can 
make some more money.

“What is needed is the complete abolition of the arms
industry. Those who prepare for war in due course get
the war they prepare for.”

Nevertheless, all this is not merely to be laid at the doorstep of the military/industrial complex:

“The manufacturers of armaments are not the only
merchants of death. To some extent we all are.”

In fact, the way we choose to live our lives creates occasion for war:

“Even in so far as we behave badly in private life we
are all doing our bit to bring the next war nearer.”
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Therefore we need to turn ourselves around, choosing to live our lives in an utterly different manner, a manner 
which, rather than forever creating occasion for war, forever creates occasion for peace.

At some point Thoreau scholar Walter Roy Harding would come across this book, ENDS AND MEANS by 
Aldous Huxley, and it as well as his appreciation of Henry Thoreau, “the most Chinese of all American authors 
in his entire view of life,” would cause Walter to declare himself a conscientious objector to all war. 

Walter would be serving out WWII not in uniform but as an orderly in hospitals and mental institutions. 
(Presumably, his coast guard brother was disappointed in him for this and,  presumably, his Baptist church was 
not a lot of help to him in obtaining his deferment from active duty as a combatant.)

OHNE MICH!
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April: In a speech, Führer Adolf Hitler told us, quite frankly, how it was with him. As a natural man, he said, he 
simply was going to do whatever he could get away with: “All that concerns me is never to take a step that I 
might later have to retrace and never to take a step which could damage us in any way. You must understand 
that I always go as far as I dare and never further. It is vital to have a sixth sense which tells you broadly what 
you can and cannot do.”

In other words, might makes right, human decency be damned. Hey, was this guy ever a deep thinker!

“Out of Parsifal I make a religion.”13

“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”

—

13. Grosshans 1983, page 20
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June 11, Friday: At Buckingham Palace, Arnold Bax was knighted by King George VI.

Pravda announced the arrest of Marshal Mikhail Nikolayevich Tukachevsky and other high ranking officers 
of the Red Army (these arrests, actually, had occurred in May). Soviet leader Iosef Vissarionovich 
Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin” (Steel), had begun a purge of Red Army generals. Read Joseph Heller’s 
CATCH-22, guys: your superior officer is trying to kill you.

The bodies of Italian Socialist leaders Carlo Rosselli and Nello Rosselli were found in a field near Bagnoles 
sur l’Orne, France. The duo had been instrumental in recruiting Italian leftists to fight for the constitutional 
government of Spain, in opposition to the policies of Duce Benito Mussolini.

July 7, Wednesday: A minor exchange of gunshots between Japanese and Chinese soldiers at the Marco Polo Bridge 
outside Peking was initially quieted by local commanders but would eventuate in full warfare between the two 
nations.

A Royal Commission on Palestine recommended an end to the British mandate and separation into two states, 
one Arab, the other Jewish.

November 5, Friday:  Japanese troops landed unopposed at Hangchow Bay near Shanghai.

Adolf Hitler revealed his war plans during the Hossbach Conference.
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“Fifteen years ago, I had nothing save my faith and my
will. Today the Movement is Germany, today this Movement
has won the German nation and formed the Reich. Would
that have been possible without the blessing of the
Almighty? Or do they who ruined Germany wish to maintain
that they have had God’s blessing? What we are we are,
not against but with the will of Providence. And so long
as we are loyal, honest, and ready to fight, so long as
we believe in our great work and do not capitulate, we
shall also in the future have the blessing of
Providence.”

— Adolf Hitler, August 11, 1935
WORLD WAR II
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December 12, Sunday: Scenes from the Holy Infancy according to St. Matthew for tenor, baritone, bass and chorus, 
by Virgil Thomson, was performed for the initial time, at the 46th Street Theater, New York.

Ernst Krenek and the Salzburg Opera Guild arrived in Los Angeles, where he would meet Arnold Schoenberg 
for the 1st time.

On the Yangtze River, Japanese bombers sank the USS Panay (gunboat PR 45), along with two ships 
belonging to the Standard Oil Company, with 3 dead and 43 wounded.

Chinese defenders of the capital city Nanking, and its citizens, began an extremely disorderly retreat from the 
city. The Japanese Army would perpetrate over the next 6 weeks or so, because the city had somewhat resisted 
this occupation, some 200,000 civilian executions, accompanied as much as possible, acting under explicit 
orders, by the most horrific rapes and mutilations. Infants would be tossed into the air to be skewered on 
bayonets, and then carried around that way as trophies. There is a home-movie-camera record of a woman, 
being inspected later in a local hospital, the back of whose neck had been sawed at with a bayonet while she 
was being raped –she still lived at the point at which this filmstock ran through the camera– and you should 
definitely plan never to view this footage.14

14. General Iwane Matsui, at the Tokyo war crimes trial, would be found guilty of a war crime unrelated to the Rape of Nanking, 
and would in 1948 be hanged. The People’s Republic of China would try about 800 persons for war crimes, including those 
responsible for Nanking and Shanghai massacres, and the death penalty would be received by 149 defendants.
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Senator Harry S Truman helped draft the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938.

The 1st Volkswagen was assembled by hand with an air-cooled rear engine in Nazi Germany, and the 
cornerstone of a new factory was put into position. This people’s car would not go into production for another 
decade — but eventually, delayed somewhat by a major war, some 18,000,000 would be being driven around.

Time Magazine made Führer Adolf Hitler its “Man of the Year” and wrote an appreciative profile of Der 
Führer. There was a special performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in honor of Hitler’s birthday. In 
Britain, the editor of the London Times, Geoffrey Dawson, had no doubt that an Anglo/German deal was vital 
for world peace. Hitler was presenting his invasions as defensive and humanitarian operations that were being 
necessitated by the threat posed to the 3rd Reich at home or to ethnic Germans abroad by evil locals in 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, etc. Gertrude Stein had been plumping for Hitler to be the recipient. “I say 
that Hitler ought to have the peace prize, because he is removing all the elements of contest and of struggle 
from Germany,” she had written in the New York Times Magazine during May 1934. “By driving out the Jews 
and the democratic and left element, he is driving out everything that conduces to activity. That means peace.... 
By suppressing Jews ... he was ending struggle in Germany.”

The Nobel Peace Prize committee’s “Short List” for the gold medal was headed by Führer Adolf Hitler as 
civilization’s bulwark against Bolshevism — and by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi as the East’s proper 
response to Western imperialism — but in the end the good folks in Norway would “chicken out” and award 
their humongous prize less controversially, to the Nansen International Office for Refugees (Office 
International Nansen pour les Réfugiés), a soon-to-be-dispensed-with agency of the League of Nations.

1938

ANTISEMITISM

ALFRED NOBEL
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Pearl “John Hedges” Sydenstricker Buck also received a Nobel.

Führer Hitler wasn’t the only guy who was doing national unity and the suppression of internal dissent during 
this period. When, a few years later, German troops would occupy the town of Vinnitsa in Russia, they would 
find any number of mass graves full of the corpses of Kulaks, small landowners, each one shot in the neck as 
an “enemy of the people” for not having embraced the collectivization policies of Iosef Vissarionovich 
Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin.” Local Ukrainians would tell them that from 1938 until their arrival the trucks 
had been coming and going day and night, bringing these Kulaks from NKVD prisons.

Anne Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s LISTEN! THE WIND. Charles Lindbergh’s Grosskreuz Des Ordens Vom 
Deutschenadler, presented to him by Hermann Goering at the suggestion of Führer Hitler.

March 3, Thursday: Abundant crude oil was discovered beneath the just-a-whole-bunch-of-nothing sands of Saudi 
Arabia.

March 9, Wednesday: Agnes Harrington committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.

CHINA
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March 11, Friday: Germany mobilized along the Austrian frontier, threatening invasion. Chancellor Schuschnigg 
resigned on radio saying “God protect Austria.” Among the thousands of Austrians listening to his address was 
Anton Webern (in the new Austria, Webern’s music would be banned).

March 11, Friday/12, Saturday: That night Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the German Army to cross into Austria.

March 12, Saturday/13, Sunday: Anschluss (union). It was proclaimed at Vienna that “Austria is a state (land) of the 
German Reich.”

April 16, Saturday: British-Italian agreement signed, whereby Great Britain recognized the conquest of Ethiopia and 
Italy promised to withdraw all troops from Spain at the conclusion of the civil war.

April 27, Wednesday-29, Friday: Three-day Anglo/French conference at London concluded with an arrangement 
whereby the British and French general staffs would henceforth collaborate more closely in military and naval 
defense.
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May: Josef Mengele was admitted to the SS. A neat man, he would look great in the uniform.

June: John R. Kellam took his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Minnesota, was commissioned as a 
reserve 2nd Lieutenant of the US Army, and returned to his family’s home in Duluth, among other things to 
teach Sunday School at their Presbyterian Church:

[A]fter I came home from the University of Minnesota, in 1938,
I became a Sunday School teacher in that same church. Then I
went on East fifteen months later to MIT in the Fall of ‘39.
Frank Crassweller’s class back a few years had met in the choir
loft alongside of the organ and there were just enough of us to
fill all the seats in that space. He kept us interested and
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thinking and he would challenge us to guess in a certain
situation what would be the best thing to do. It was a working
class in Christian ethics.

(I don’t know whether this happened in June, or in some other season — but in a naval warfare exercise during 
this year, Admiral Ernst King led the USS Saratoga in a “successful” carrier-born pretend airstrike against our 
naval shipyard and anchorage at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii.)

July 21, Thursday: The Chaco Peace Pact was signed, ending the long conflict between Bolivia and Paraguay.

WORLD WAR II
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August 12, Friday: In New York City, Overture no.1 for orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial 
time.

The initial hearings of the US House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee took place in 
Washington DC. The concern of this committee would not be with Fascism (usually then considered as the 
problem du jour), but instead with Communism — instead of the Nazis of the right, was it the Commies of the 
left, behind the scenes in American labor unions and labor unrest, who were the ones causing all these 
problems?

Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the mobilization of the German military. Oh-oh, no more Mr. Nice Guy.

“I would like to thank Providence and the Almighty for
choosing me of all people to be allowed to wage this
battle for Germany.”

— Adolf Hitler, March 1936
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September 15, Thursday: At Berchtesgaden, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and Führer Adolf Hitler 
conversed. Der Führer indicated that he would be willing to risk war to return the Sudeten Germans to the 
Reich.

In virtual financial ruin, and with identification forged by the Soviet government, Lev Sergeyevich Termen 
(Leon Theremin) boarded the freighter Stary Bolshevik in New York to return to the USSR. He was told that 
his wife will join him soon. She had the feeling he is being taken against his will. Termen would be traveling 
clandestinely to avoid the US Internal Revenue Service, to which he owed money.

September 22, Thursday-23, Friday: At Godesberg, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and Führer Adolf Hitler had 
conversations.

September 22, Thursday: The government of Czechoslovakia, feeling sold-out by their allies, resigned. Jan Syrovy 
replaced Milan Hodza as prime minister.

The International Brigades began withdrawing from the front lines of the Spanish Civil War.

Neville Chamberlain met Führer Adolf Hitler at Godesberg. Der Führer made new demands, including 
German occupation of the Sudetenland by October 1st.

String Quartet op.28 by Anton Webern was performed for the first time, in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
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September 26, Monday: In the Berlin Sportpalast, Führer Adolf Hitler announced that his Godesberg demands 
represented a minimum, and that either Czechoslovakia would evacuate the Sudetenland by October 1st or 
there would be war. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt appealed for peace directly to Der Führer 
and President Benes.

The little dog, unable to converse in the Germanic languages, went “Woof woof.”

September 29, Thursday: After three weeks fighting up the Yangtze and ten days assaulting the fortress of T’ien-chia-
chen, the Japanese Army finally fought its way into the city of Hankow (Wuhan) itself. Every one of the 
surviving Chinese defenders was killed, with observers reported that the Japanese were forcing the prisoners 
into the river and then shooting them as their heads bobbed above the surface. There were reports of “special 
smoke,” which is to suggest, poison gas.

Leaders of the four powers, German Führer Adolf Hitler, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, French 
Prime Minister Edouard Daladier, and Italian Duce Benito Mussolini, met in München to discuss the 
Czechoslovakia question. They would agree to cede to Germany all of the Sudeten German territory.

Having abandoned their Berlin residence, Paul Hindemith and his wife relocated to Bluche, Switzerland.
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September 30, Friday: 1:00AM. The München conferees agreed that Czechoslovakia would cede the Sudetenland to 
Germany between October 1st and 10th. The integrity of the remainder of Czechoslovakia was guaranteed by 
all parties. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain obtained appeased Führer Adolf Hitler’s signature on 
a piece of paper stating that this agreement was “symbolic of the desire of our two peoples never to go to war 
with one another again.”

October 5, Wednesday: Jan Syrovy became acting president of Czechoslovakia, replacing Edvard Benes who resigned 
and went into exile.

All German passports held by Jews were declared invalid (new ones would be issued, that were to bear a red 
“J” annotation).

Serenade to Music for 16 vocal soloists and orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words of Shakespeare, 
was performed for the first time, in the Royal Albert Hall, London.

October 2, Sunday: Polish troops entered Czechoslovak territory and occupied Teschen (Cieszyn).

October 15, Saturday: German troops occupied the Sudetenland; the Czech government resigned.

December: Enrico Fermi received a Nobel prize for the discovery of transuranic elements (actually, for the fission of 
Uranium), and departed for the “new world.”

December 6, Tuesday: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Vladimir 
Kosma Zworykin received a US patent for the cathode-ray tube, an essential element of television.

A Franco/German pact of friendship and peace was signed.
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Lieutenant Colonel George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to permanent rank of Colonel. With nothing much 
going on, not being allowed to kill anybody, he considered retiring from the US Army. Jesus H. Christ, this 
peace stuff is so fucking boring!

Pourvou Que Ca Doure15

Life grows, life is not made; you can make death.
Neither were the sun nor the stars created,

But grew from what grew before. Without the corruption of plants and corpses
life could not grow.

Look around you at civilization decaying and sick:
look at science, corrupted

To be death’s bawd; and art — painting and sculpture,
that had some dignity —

Corrupted into the show-off antics of an imbecile child;
and statecraft

Into the antic gestures of a gin-muddled butcher-boy:
look all around you,

And praise the solitary hawk-flights of God, and say,
what a stinking of famous corpses

To fertilize the fields of the human future ... if man’s back holds.

— Robinson Jeffers

1939

15. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House — even after the war had been over for several years.
(The title “Pourvou Que Ca Doure” refers to the final clause “if man’s back holds” and translates as “Provided That It Lasts.”)
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Early in the year: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt asked the US Congress to repeal the Neutrality Act so he could 
sell arms to the free European forces. The Congress refused.

Terming his scheme the “Arsenal of Democracy,” from this year forward the President would be, by 
dramatically increasing defense spending, converting America to dependence upon a military economy.

March 15, Wednesday/16, Thursday: The German Army marched through Czechoslovakia.

March 15, Wednesday: 3:55AM. President Emil Hácha of Czechoslovakia signed a communique in Berlin, placing his 
country in the hands of Adolf Hitler and Germany. Later in the morning, German troops and the Führer himself 
rolled into Bohemia and Moravia. Hungary, at German insistence, took Ruthenia in heavy fighting against 
armed citizens. By nightfall, the German army had occupied Prague.

Two Symphonic Interludes from Macbeth by Ernest Bloch was performed for the first time, in Bournemouth.
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April 13, Thursday: Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain made a statement in House of Commons which guaranteed 
the borders of both Rumania and Greece: “...in the event of any action being taken which clearly threatened 
the independence of Greece or Rumania ... His Majesty’s Government would feel themselves bound at once 
to lend ... all the support in their power.” Similar assurances were provided by France.

May 22, Monday: The Nazis of Germany and the Fascists of Italy signed a “Pact of Steel.” Henceforward they would 
be bonded by an exceedingly hard and strong ligature, a ligature like steel. Steel is an exceedingly manly 
material. Manly homosocial men may be proud of having such an exceedingly hard and strong connection, 
between them, which makes unnecessary any involvement with womanly weakness.
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June 1, Thursday: When the submarine Thetis sank in Liverpool Bay, England, 99 perished.

A brand-new Douglas DC-4 flew 40 passengers from Chicago to New York City, inaugurating service by that 
airframe between the two population centers.

July 26, Wednesday: By means of a note from the US Secretary of State to the Japanese Ambassador in Washington 
DC, the United States of America gave notice of its intention unilaterally to abrogate their commercial treaty 
signed in 1911.

August 23, Wednesday: At Cherbourg, France, Sergei Rakhmaninov boarded ship for America (he would never again 
sight the continent of Europe).

Sincerely faking each other out, Adolf Hitler in Germany and Iosef Stalin in the USSR agreed to a mutual 
nonaggression pact.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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September 3, Sunday: Germany rejected British Prime Minister Chamberlain’s ultimatum that it withdraw from 
Poland by 11:00AM. At 11:15AM Chamberlain announced to his nation on radio that they were at war. At the 
same time, France handed over its ultimatum to the Germans which would also be rejected. At 5:00PM France 
declared war before the ultimatum expired.

Australia and New Zealand declared war on Germany.

German forces captured Czestachowa and immediately began a series of pogroms.

Michael Tippett began composing A Child of Our Time.

All public entertainment in Great Britain was cancelled until further notice.
WORLD WAR II
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Documents concerning German/Polish relations and the outbreak of hostilities between Great Britain and 
Germany presented by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Parliament by command of His Majesty 
(The British War Blue Book).

The first civilian ship to be a casualty of WWII, the Cunard passenger liner Athenia of 13,581 tons chartered 
from the Anchor Donaldson Line, was sunk west of Scotland by U-boat U30 (Obereutnant Fritz-Julius Lemp) 
on the opening day of WWII — the captain incorrectly presuming this vessel to be an armed merchant cruiser. 
The ship actually had been carrying evacuees from Glasgow to Canada. There were 1,103 passengers not 
including crewmembers. Survivors were rescued by the British destroyers Electra, Escort, and Fame and the 
freighters City of Flint and Southern Cross, but 118 of the passengers drowned. On board were 316 Americans 
of whom 28 drowned. (Obereutnant Lemp was not court-martialled for this, but the next day Adolf Hitler 
would order that under no circumstances were attacks to be made on passenger ships. The City of Flint would 
be torpedoed on January 25, 1943 with the loss of 7 lives. On May 9, 1941, Obereutnant Lemp and 15 of his 
crew would be lost when the U-boat he then commanded, the U110, would be captured.)

When war was declared, the Weil family returned from its vacation to Paris, where Simone Weil read the 
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Bhagavad-Gita for the first time.
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Fall: John R. Kellam matriculated in the graduate school of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), as a 
city planner. He took up lodgings at MIT’s Graduate House, an old hotel building overlooking the Charles 
River in Cambridge, where Massachusetts Avenue crosses the river. At the time, he had no awareness that there 
was a Friends meeting in Cambridge.

At MIT I didn’t find any of my fellow students, male or female,
in the planning school able to agree with me on my stand to be
opposed to war and a non-participant. However, I didn’t meet
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with any enmity among my fellow students. The only two hot
arguments I had with anybody in that student body were with
people who were not my own classmates in the planning school.
One was an undergraduate architectural student there at MIT,
Judith Turner, who seemed to be in pretty strong but partial
agreement as long as it was fashionable to be an isolationist,
trying to keep America out of war for political purposes. She
was also a member of a communist cell in Cambridge, centered
mostly in Harvard University. People who had, for very
idealistic reasons, the idea that Communism was, in the longest
run, the best thing for the world. After September 1939, when
Poland was overrun by Adolf Hitler from the West and by Stalin
from the East, those people were all following one communist
line — to keep America out of the war. 1939 to 1941 were the
years when I was acquainted with her. I went with her just once
to a meeting, but very suddenly, when Russia was invaded by the
German army in June 1941, she switched and she was all for
America getting into the war right away, quick! Her change of
mind from being apparently in agreement with me, although it
wasn’t completely spelled out between us, to being urgently in
opposition to my views —because I was still a pacifist!—
she couldn’t understand this because circumstances had changed.
It’s only intelligent, she thought. You change with the
circumstances. So I told her that the basis of my own pacifism
was different from the basis she had had, which was political.
Mine was religious. I said that I think killing people, injuring
them, destroying property or damaging it is always regrettable
and in all or most cases, wrong. No amount of political shifting
about is going to change that. Well, we had one very long
conversation one evening in the winter of 1940-1941. She tried
desperately to change my mind, or to convince me that I ought
to change my mind, but I was hoping pretty much to get her to
see the rest of it, to see why morality is stronger than mere
politics.
Well, she was absent for a few minutes. I think she wanted a
release from our discussion. It was just too strongly earnest.
When she came back she said, “John, we are going to have to break
off. This could go on all night. It could go forever. On your
basis you’re right, of course. In fact, you’re too damned right!
On my basis, I simply can’t agree with it. It would be a bother
to us and I think we shouldn’t bother each other any more.” 
“Well,” I protested, “couldn’t we still be good friends?” 
She said, “It would be an irritation to me!” 
I said, “Well, I still find you very attractive! I wish we could
be good friends, even though I understand that not everybody can
agree on these things. The whole world is full of people who
can’t agree with me! I can’t condemn them all!” I have lots of
friends for the rest of my life who don’t agree with me as well
as some very dear ones that do. Ha-ha-ha! 
Well, she just didn’t have time to spare for trying to convince
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somebody who can’t be convinced of her own political make-up.
She needed to be working in concert with others who were really
in her family, politically. So, I said, “In that case, I won’t
impose myself but I hope you’ll always think kindly of me even
though I couldn’t come along with you.”
Communism isn’t my bag! Ha-ha-ha-ha! Her mother was a card
carrying adult Communist from when my friend was just a little
girl. I visited them at home one time. They lived just outside
New York City, on Long Island. 
In a war it’s important to get the young men in before they’ve
thought too much. If they kept on drafting for new wars into the
ages of thirty and thirty-five, I think there would be a larger
proportion of conscientious objectors, having thought enough
about it to realize more things.

The other hot argument was with a visiting MIT student from
Britain, sent over to study some militarily connected courses.
He thought my attitudes quite sadly impractical; his country was
simply determined to survive, and so had no alternative but to
get on with “this dirty job” of defeating the Third Reich. He
could therefore give no consideration to longer range theories
of ultimate pacifist morality. “After all,” he said, “we’re
already in this war, completely committed. Your country is
already in it with us, and I think you should realize this and
turn quickly cooperative, however dirty this job is.” I could
only say I recognized his reasons for having such a different
philosophy than my own.
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October: Tyler Gatewood Kent was transferred from the US Embassy in Moscow to the US embassy in London. 
He would serve as a code clerk with access to diplomatic dispatches from American missions across Europe 
to Washington, all of which were being routed through the London embassy’s code room. When he began this 
duty assignment, war had already broken out in Europe but both US law (the Johnson and Neutrality Acts) and 
overwhelming US public sentiment seemed to be ensuring that the USA could not become entangled in this 
conflict. However, from this special vantage point, Kent would quickly become aware that President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt was working behind the scenes to get his nation embroiled in this war, subverting US law 

and deceiving the voters. He decided to “pull an Ellsberg” by making copies or summaries of the diplomatic 
dispatches demonstrating Roosevelt’s secret agenda in order somehow to bring this to the attention of 
unsympathetic federal legislators. The most incriminating evidence he accumulated consisted of top secret 
correspondence between Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, which began with a letter the President had sent 
behind the back of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain on September 11, 1939, while Winston Churchill was 
still only the 1st Lord of the Admiralty (that is, not a head of state, but merely at the head of the British navy 
with no official responsibility for national policy). This was enormously problematic as, officially, a head of 
state such as the US President might communicate only with his counterpart heads of state and, officially, any 
communications routed through underlings understood to be for the ultimate attention of that counterpart head 
of state. Churchill was signing his messages to Roosevelt simply “Naval Person,” because his treasonous 
agenda in dealing directly with the American head of state was to supplant Chamberlain as head of state.

October 7, Saturday: Milton Sanford Mayer, in a Saturday Evening Post article “I Think I’ll Sit This One Out,” 
opinioned that since we refused to face the fundamental problem with which we needed to deal (“the animality 
in man”), the coming world conflagration was inevitably going to render our human situation worse rather than 
better.
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October 30, Monday: U-boat U56 was lying in wait at periscope depth, ideally positioned in the middle of a contingent 
of the British Home Fleet just west of the Orkney Islands. In front was the battleship HMS Rodney, followed 
by the HMS Nelson (flagship of the fleet) and HMS Hood, all surrounded by a protective screen of destroyers. 
Lieutenant Wilhelm Zahn fired three torpedoes at HMS Nelson. Two of the torpedoes struck its hull but neither 
exploded! –It was getaway time. Had either of these torpedoes exploded there would have been hell to pay, as 
there was a conference going on on board the flagship, to determine England’s course of action after the 
torpedoing of the Royal Oak at Scapa Flow. The VIPs included C-in-C Home Fleet Admiral Sir Charles 
Forbes, First Sea Lord and Admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley Pound, and Lord of the Admiralty Mr. Winston 
Churchill. Admiral Karl Donetz, the supreme commander of Germany’s U-boat campaign, would write in his 
war diary “Without doubt, the torpedo inspectors have fallen down on their job ... at least 30% of our torpedoes 
are duds!” Gunther Prien, hero of Scapa Flow, would remark “How the hell do they expect us to fight with 
dummy rifles?” This was almost as great an embarrassment to the German Navy as the torpedoes produced in 
Newport, Rhode Island would be to the US Navy!

WORLD WAR II
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November 4, Saturday: How to win friends and influence people: Congress approved and President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt signed the Pittman Bill (United States Neutrality Act of 1939) that would allow American 
businesses to begin to vend weapons of death to any nation that had thirty pieces of silver jingling in its pocket.

President Roosevelt declared the area around the British Isles to be a combat zone.
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December 25, Monday: The Montgomery Ward department store introduced a 9th reindeer on Santa’s team, out in 
front guiding all the others, named Rudolph.

Winston Churchill sent a message (Telegram 2720) to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt that the code clerk 
in the US Embassy, Kent, was able to intercept, making a complete copy. The 1st Lord of the Admiralty was 
informing the head of the American state, behind the back of his Prime Minister, that British warships would 
continue to violate American sovereignty to seize German ships within the US three-mile maritime territorial 
zone. However, in order to keep these violations secret, Churchill was pledging that all such seizures would 
be out of view from the American shore. “We cannot refrain from stopping enemy ships outside international 
three-mile limit when these may well be supply ships for U-boats or surface raiders, but instructions have been 
given only to arrest or fire upon them out of sight of United States shores.”

WORLD WAR II
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Fall: Eight students at Union Theological Seminary in Manhattan, although eligible for deferment, 
refused to register for the draft. William Lovell, Richard Wichlei, Meredith Dallas, David Dellinger, 
Joseph Bevilacqua, George Mills Houser, Donald Benedict, and Howard Spragg would spend a year 
in prison.16

“Hell no, I won’t go.”

In a Columbia University laboratory on Manhattan Island, in what would become “the Manhattan Project,” 
Enrico Fermi’s team of physicists split the atom.

1940

16. Michael Meyer has asserted that “There was not one American analysis of even article length on “CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE” ... 
prior to the 1940s.” However, at the Library of Congress there are about 17,000 books concerning Jesus (the second most favorite 
topic, Shakespeare, having merely some 8,000+ titles). You don’t suppose therefore that these students had been reading in one or 
another of the many books about Jesus, and that reading had turned them into subversives?

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

ATOM BOMB
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Early in the year: At about this point, John R. Kellam, whose principles about pacifism had not yet solidified but who 
was feeling distrustful about what was going on, joined the “America First” isolationist organization that was 
being led by aviation pioneer Charles Lindbergh and his wife Anne Morrow Lindbergh.

There’s a problem here of course. The Nazis liked airplanes because they represented technological progress 
toward the grand future of the human race, and because they represented power over others, both of which had 
been put down as Good Things in the Nazi book. Charles liked airplanes, so he liked those who liked airplanes, 
so he kinda liked those Nazis. (It wasn’t any more complicated than that, I fear.) In her book published during 
this year, THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE, Anne Morrow Lindbergh elaborated upon some of her husband’s public 
speeches in which he had declared in effect that democracy had been great while it had lasted, but was doomed. 
We might not exactly appreciate all these Nazis and Fascists and Communists, but they were the froth on the 
wave of the future. The future belonged to authoritarianism and to our doing as we are ordered. Since there’s 
no hope of resisting, we ought to realistically go with the flow of this, trying to make the best of it. Instead of 
simply embracing her husband Charles, Anne embraced also this half-bakedness. The world ought to try to do 
in regard to totalitarianism what she had herself learned to try to do in regard to her marriage, which was, 
to relax and enjoy it.

She encountered an extraordinarily hostile reception, from the sort of true blue Americans who had studied 
hard at the Nazi school and had learned very well that overcoming evil with greater evil is the only way to fly. 
Was Anne wrong? Well, we can all agree at least, that her attitude was not to become any part of any resolution 
of this conflict.

Consider how wrong Anne was, by comparing the extreme reaction she got with another sore spot in American 
history, President Theodore Roosevelt as a white racist. Teddy held out from his bully pulpit that African-
Americans were “a perfectly stupid race.” “In the mass,” he held, they were “altogether inferior to the whites.” 
And what about war? War was merely a way to advance “the clear instinct for race selfishness,” which was a 
force for the improvement of humanity:

The most ultimately righteous of all wars is a war with savages.
So Teddy the Prex’y thought stupid and vicious thoughts and uttered stupid and vicious remarks. Did we ever 
lambaste him with mint sauce for this, the way we lambasted Anne Morrow Lindbergh with mint sauce? 
Nooooo, not really. So — what’s going on here, folks?

January 26, Friday: The United States/Japanese Trade Treaty of 1911 expired.

WORLD WAR II

WORLD WAR II

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

February 28, Wednesday: Winston Churchill sent Telegram #490 to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Tyler 
Gatewood Kent was able to intercept it and make a complete copy. 

In this telegram the 1st Lord of the British Admiralty was, behind the back of his Prime Minister, informing 
the head of a foreign state that in violation both of American neutrality and of international law the British 
government was intending to continue to seize and censor US mail from American and other neutral ships on 
their way to Europe. “All our experience shows that the examination of mails is essential to efficient control,” 
Churchill wrote. The two were conspiring to insure that the United States government would secretly tolerate 
British violations of American territorial sovereignty and restrictions on neutral American shipping, in effect 
voiding the USA’s status as a neutral nation. Had Kent been able to achieve his objective of bringing such 
secret correspondence to the attention of America’s congressmen and senators, it is almost a certainty that the 
president would have faced at least preliminary impeachment proceedings.

The initial basketball game to be televised, the University of Pittsburgh versus Fordham University.

Richard Wright’s NATIVE SON.

March 10, Sunday: Finland lay prostrate, the spring flowers were a-bloom, a rare 5-planet conjunction was in the 
evening sky, and our poet –whose brother was an astronomer at the Lick Observatory– made us a poem:

Moon and Five Planets
Five planets and a brilliant young moon
Reach like a golden ladder from the saffron-lined sea-rim
High up the dark blue dome of heaven.
To-day we saw the first flush of wild-flowers, glad was our hillside
With yellow violets and blue-eyed grass.
This beautiful day dying in such splendor is the tenth of March,
Nineteen forty; Finland to-day
After all her winter valor and the great war in the snow
Is beaten down by machines and multitude.
It will be long before the moon and five planets meet again;
And bitter things will have happened; not worse things.

— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
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May 20, Monday: Dmitri Shostakovich won the Order of the Red Banner of Labor for his work in films.

German forces took Amiens and reached the English Channel at Abbeville, trapping British, French, and 
Belgian forces in Belgium.

The U.S. Federal Communications Commission authorized commercial FM (frequency modulation) radio 
over 40 frequencies, reserving the lowest five for educational stations. The authorization was to take effect on 
January 1, 1941.

A 29-year-old American code clerk at the American embassy in London under US Ambassador Joseph Patrick 
Kennedy (the father of the later President), Tyler Gatewood Kent, was arrested by British authorities in his 
apartment and charged with having violated the Official Secrets Act. “For a purpose prejudicial to the safety 
and interests of the state,” the charge stated, the code clerk had “obtained a document which might be directly 
or indirectly useful to an enemy.” Although at the time the British press was strictly censored, it was possible 
for the American public to learn that this US citizen was being exposed to British jurisprudence exactly as if 
he had been a citizen of England, and was being tried in secret and sentenced to seven years in a British prison 
in defiance of all standards of diplomatic immunity. The US federal government did nothing to protest this. He 
would be held by the British in a prison on the Isle of Wight for the next five years, until very late November 
1945, by which point, in the euphoria of victory, the American public would have lost interest in this case.17

June 3, Monday: German planes bombed Paris, killing 254 civilians. 

The evacuation of British personnel from Dunkirk was completed, destroying or leaving behind, of course, 
all military equipment and stores.

The United States agreed to sell surplus war materials to Great Britain.

In Hamburg, in a nuclear reactor, German scientists neglected to notice that neutrons were multiplying.

17. Harris, Robert. “The American tearoom spy.” The Times (London) (December 4, 1982), page 6
[Irving, David]. “Tyler Gatewood Kent: The Many Motives of a Misguided Cypher Clerk.” Focal Point (November 23, 1981), 
pages 3-10
Kimball, Warren F. “Churchill and Roosevelt: The Personal Equation.” Prologue Volume 6 (Fall 1974), pages 169-82
Kimball, Warren F., and Bartlett, Bruce. “Roosevelt and Prewar Commitments to Churchill: The Tyler Kent Affair.” 
Diplomatic History Volume 5, Number 4 (Fall 1981), pages 291-312
Lash, Joseph P. ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL 1939-1941. NY: Norton, 1976, pages 137-8 and 485-492
Leutze, James. “The Secret of the Churchill-Roosevelt Correspondence: September 1939-May 1940.” Journal of Contemporary 
History Volume 10 (1975), pages 465-91
Loewenheim, Francis L., Langley, Harold D., and Manfred Jonas (eds.). ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL: THEIR SECRET WARTIME 
CORRESPONDENCE. London: Barrie & Jenkins, 1975
Snow, John Howland. THE CASE OF TYLER KENT. NEW YORK: DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 1946; New Canaan CT: The Long 
House, 1962
Whalen, Richard. “The Strange Case of Tyler Kent.” Diplomat (November 1965), pages 16-19, 62-64
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Summer: The mortgage on the Truman family farm near Grandview, Missouri was foreclosed, and Senator Harry S 
Truman’s widowed mother Martha Ellen Truman and sister Mary Jane moved to town (several years later this 
farm would be purchased by  friends and sold back to the Truman family).

Because it was summer with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology out of session, and because Professor 
Adams, that university’s Dean of City Planning, took private contracts, John R. Kellam lived in a 
boardinghouse in Southbridge, Massachusetts while mapping the existing land uses there, and prepared a 
zoning ordinance and town map. During that summer in Southbridge John was gradually becoming aware that 
he simply could not be “properly part of any war.”

July 1, Monday: German U-boats began to attack merchant ships in the Atlantic.

The French government relocated from Clermont-Ferrand to Vichy.

The psychiatric Institute at Görden began operations as the center for killing “mentally defective” children.

The US Navy awarded contracts for 44 vessels. 

Headquarters, Marine Corps Air Wing was established at San Diego, California.

The US Congress passed a Selective Training and Service Act by a margin of one vote — this was to be the 
initial peacetime draft in the history of the United States of America.

WORLD WAR II
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July 18, Thursday: A Czechoslovakian government-in-exile was set up in London under President Edvard Benes and 
Prime Minister Jan Srámek.

Francis Poulenc was demobilized from the French army.

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the terms of a temporary agreement for the stoppage of 
the thread of war supplies going into China by way of Burma and by way of Hong Kong.

August 11, Sunday: In a German raid on Weymouth and Portland 70 planes were destroyed.

August 12, Monday: After travelling through occupied France, Spain, and Portugal, Virgil Thomson boarded a ship in 
Lisbon bound for the United States.

In a German raid on Portsmouth and the southern airfields 53 planes were destroyed.

Because of the incapacitation of President Jaime Gerardo Roberto Marcelino Ortiz Lizardi, Ramón S. Castillo 
Barrionuevo took over as acting President of Argentina.

August 13, Tuesday: The beginning of a German bombing offensive by the Luftwaffe against airfields and factories in 
England (“The Day of the Eagle”), with attacks upon the RAF Fighter Command’s aircraft, airfields, and 
installations. On this day 1,485 planes flew 2,500 sorties against the Royal Air Force and 58 planes went down.

August 15, Thursday: The Luftwaffe sent 940 planes against southern England, including a bomb attack on Tyneside. 
109 German planes went down.

British forces withdrew from Tug Argan British Somaliland in the face of an Italian attack.

Arthur Honegger, in Saint-Hilaire-sur-Garonne, wrote to Paul Sacher that he was not being allowed to leave 
the area but hoped to get to Switzerland during the following month.

August 16, Friday: The Germans flew 2,491 sorties over Britain, losing 66 planes.

The Royal Air Force bombed Milan.

The Vichy government prohibited “aliens” (that is to say, Jews) from working as physicians, dentists, or 
pharmacists (this rule would be applied in the colonies as well).

WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Monday: British carrier planes attacked Benghazi, Libya.

The Daniel Chester French postage stamp was issued.

The United States military conscription bill, the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, was signed by 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, creating this country’s initial peacetime draft and formally establishing 
a Selective Service System as an independent Federal agency.18

All males 21-36 were required to register for the draft. The FBI became responsible for locating draft evaders 

WORLD WAR II
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and deserters. Conscientious objectors were allegedly to be exempted on the basis of training and belief. 

For the first time they would be required to serve their country doing “work of national importance under 
civilian direction.” This was to be the case regardless of whether the person in question was a citizen of the 
state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and as such protected from all such conscription ever since 
the 17th Century by Rhode Island’s charter of religious liberty of conscience, a charter that had never before 
been gainsaid.

18. Don’t you feel so much safer? What if they gave a war and nobody came?

Please notice that there’s an important difference, in these files, for the period of the 1930s and 1940s. The important difference is 
that, during the lengthy regime of President FDR, there’s absolutely no mention at the national level of the Southern Democrat 
practice of the lynching of black Americans. During the FDR regime, these lynchings would be going on entirely uninterrupted, and 
the federal executive branch would be sponsoring zero zip nada niente anti-lynching legislation. Roosevelt was a Democrat, and it 
was an uneasy alliance between “liberal” Northern Democrats and “conservative” Southern Democrats that, election after election, 
was keeping him in power. For him to have supported anti-lynching legislation would have been for him to have split his support 
base, which was made up in roughly equal parts of white Northerners who did not much care what was happening to black 
Americans down south, and white Southerners who cared not at all that bad things would occasionally happen to the “uppity” among 
their black neighbors. (How do we know this? –We know this because FDR himself clearly explained his situation to the NAACP’s 
Walter White: saving the lives of these black men would cost him more, in terms of support, than their lives were worth to him.)

OHNE MICH!
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Fall: Dean Elbert Russell, being aware that there were about 35 students in his School of Religion at Duke 
University who were Conscientious Objectors, went with Mr. Garber of the Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
Church to Raleigh to confer with a General Metts who was in charge of North Carolina’s draft boards. 
The official was initially reluctant to cooperate but would be prevailed upon, and a civilian volunteer board of 
advisors who had experience in dealing with matters of conscience would be created.

Some draft boards refused to recognize that there were any 
sincere conscientious objectors.

For the 2d year of his graduate studies at MIT, John R. Kellam brought his mother from Minnesota to 
Massachusetts, because she had been living with his brother who was getting married. They moved to a studio 
apartment in Bexley Hall next door to the Harvard Coop, MIT branch, facing the School of Architecture across 
Massachusetts Avenue. John obtained, from the Government Printing Office, the government-published 
pamphlets on the rules and regulations of the US Selective Service System including those in regard to 
conscientious objection. 

(At the time, he was supposing such publicity documents to accurately describe actual SSS procedures!)

Each of them was, oh, maybe an eighth of an inch thick, eight
or nine volumes, telling just what all the local board
procedures were, how they were to be set up, how they were to
have registrants fill out personal histories on some forms. And,
sandwiched in in various places were what they should do about
men claiming to be conscientious objectors.
I attended church oftentimes, a Congregational Church, the head
minister of which was a Reverend Carl Heath Kopf. One Sunday
before the service, I heard a conversation about his assisting
intern minister named Keith Kanaga and how he was a pacifist and
that because of this he was not going to be continued as the
student minister. So I spoke to the senior minister at the door
on my way out, saying that I would very strongly prefer to have
the young man continue, having taken a similar stand myself. He
suggested that I write Dr. Kopf a letter. So I wrote the letter
telling Dr. Kopf how much I valued the service we had been
getting from his assisting minister, and how sorry I was to learn
he was dismissed. Also, I concurred with Dr. Kopf’s expressed
sorrow about it during the service. Dr. Kopf wrote back
immediately, saying that my letter had reached him in the early
mail on a day when he was in a “blue funk,” and that it made him
feel ever so much better to hear from someone in the congregation
of the young man’s service and his own appreciation for the young
man’s stand about war. He asked for us to make an appointment
to get together, which we did. When he visited me he seemed to
be concerned principally about how firmly I was committed in
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spite of whatever might befall me as a consequence. When I told
him that I didn’t know what the consequences might be, but I was
in it on a come-what-may basis, and that I didn’t think that I
was likely to be deterred by any authorities, he seemed
relieved. He said that he had similar feelings of reassurance
about the assistant minister and the strength of his
convictions. So that’s another story that precedes my
imprisonment that has some bearing on it.

Objector
by William Stafford

In line at lunch I cross my fork and spoon
to ward off complicity-the ordered life
our leaders have offered us. Thin as a knife,
our chance to live depends on such a sign
while others talk and The Pentagon from the moon
is bouncing exact commands: “Forget your faith;
be ready for whatever it takes to win: we face
annihilation unless all citizens get in line.” 
I bow and cross my fork and spoon: somewhere
other citizens more fearfully bow
in a place terrorized by their kind of oppressive state.
Our signs both mean, “You hostages over there
will never be slaughtered by my act.” Our vows
cross: never to kill and call it fate.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

Fall: The Japanese were dropping paper bags filled with plague-infested fleas over the cities of Ningbo and Quzhou 
in the Zhejiang province of China. Other attacks would involve the contaminating of wells and the distribution 
of poisoned foods.

During this year President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had ordered the US Pacific Fleet from the West Coast 
to Hawaii and then, overriding complaints by its commander, Admiral Richardson, that our naval exercises 
had indicated that there was inherently inadequate protection at the Pearl Harbor base on Oahu against air 
attack by carrier-based enemy attack aircraft, and no protection whatever against torpedo attack from 
submarines, ordered our Pacific fleet to remain stationed there. After twice evading these strange and 
dangerous orders, which made it seem as if someone in our nation’s puzzle palace were determined to place 
the American vessels in harm’s way, during this fall Richardson raised the issue personally with the President.

Soon afterward, he would get his ass replaced. (His successor, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, would also bring 
up this issue of unnecessarily placing our capital ships in harm’s way, with the Commander-in-Chief in June 

GERM WARFARE
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1941, and he also would get exactly nowhere with Roosevelt.)
WORLD WAR II

Just Do As You Are Told
Says The President

Of The United States 
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October 5, Saturday: El Renacuajo Paseador, a ballet pantomime for marionettes by Silvestre Revueltas was 
performed for the first time, in Mexico City. At the same time, the composer was found unconscious on a street 
in the city and taken to the home of his doctor.

The Luftwaffe resumed daylight bombing raids over Kent and toward Southampton, losing 20 fighter planes 
and 2 bombers (the British lost 2 RAF pilots and 9 planes). Fuhrer Adolf Hitler ordered the suspension of 
German daylight raids on Britain, but night raids were intensified. That night there was widespread bombing 
including the Portland Naval Base. On the Thames in the East End of London, bombs started a large 
conflagration at West India Dock.

In the Atlantic Ocean 20 miles south of Cadiz, the Italian submarine Nani sank the British armed boarding 
trawler HMT Kingston Sapphire. In the Adriatic Sea 10 miles off Bari, Lieutenant Commander Browne 
rammed the submarine HMS Regent into the Italian steamer Maria Grazia. In the Bay of Biscay the submarine 
HMS Tigris attacked an Italian submersible (possibly the Otario) but was unable to damage it. 

The US Secretary of the Navy placed Organized Naval Reserves on short notice for call to active duty.

The National Service Board for Religious Conscientious Objectors was formed by the three “peace churches,” 
the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), the Church of the Brethren, and the Mennonites, to handle 
relations between their COs and the government.19

October 16, Wednesday: Tres Piezas op.6 for piano by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in 
Montevideo.

This was “Registration Day” for the 1st peacetime draft in US history. Over 16,000,000 American men lined 
up as demanded by the Selective Training and Service Act. The Union 8, eight seminarians of the Union 
Theology Seminary in Manhattan, young men who anyway would be immune to the draft, refused to register 
and were taken into custody. Among them were Dave Dellinger and George Houser.

19. During the five years of WWII, Calhoun D. Geiger would chose classification as a “CO” and perform Civilian Public Service 
in, for example, the Eastern State Hospital of Williamsburg, Virginia.

WORLD WAR II

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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October 30, Wednesday: On the day that compulsory conscription began, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was 
campaigning in Boston. He declared: “I have said this before, but I shall say it again and again and again: 
Your boys are not going to be sent into any foreign wars.”

Those who were up front and observing this event very carefully were able to detect that FDR’s lips were 
moving. Few, however, as yet understood what that meant.

He didn’t assert that what he was saying to us was what we thought we were hearing. He simply asserted that 
what he was saying to us, he was going to say to us again and again and again: “Your boys are not going to be 
sent into any foreign wars.” What we thought we were hearing was that our boys were not going to be sent 
overseas to fight a war. But that wasn’t what he was saying. What he was saying was that he was indeed going 
to send our boys overseas to fight a war overseas, but that this war was going to be a war in which the United 
States of America was fighting — that sort of war, although it might be fought on foreign soil, was by his 
definition simply not a “foreign” war. It was, instead, by his definition, a US war. He wasn’t misleading us, we 
were misleading us. Too bad for us.

Boys who were not sent into any foreign wars

WORLD WAR II
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Or maybe, by “boys” he meant males of perhaps the age of 11 or 12 or 13 — understanding that once a red-
blooded American lad has reached the age of consent and become overeager to go overseas and have 
adventures and kill somebody he’s never even met, he doesn’t much like being referred to as a “boy” anymore?

As a paralyzed man, the president had few pleasures. The thingie that was left to him, that he exulted in more 
than anything else in the world –more even than his bridge games– was manipulating people to do something 
that they should not want to do because it was not in their interest. This was the big thrill he still had in his 
quiver. (And you suppose that Bill “Big Dog” Clinton, with his nooners and his “It depends on what the 
meaning of ‘is’ is,” was a sharpie!)

November 1, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was campaigning in Brooklyn when he declared: “I am 
fighting to keep our people out of foreign wars. And I will keep on fighting.”20

What a lying sack of shit he was. (What stupid sacks of shit we were, to ever allow anyone to get away with 
saying to us that they are fighting not to fight — as if there actually were something like killing not to kill, 
lying not to lie, fucking not to fuck, stealing not to steal, etc.)

The US’s Atlantic Squadron was renamed Patrol Force, United States Fleet. 

Naval Air Station, Alameda, California was established.

20. This statement was a dead giveaway as any fool could tell you, for whenever one takes it upon oneself to “fight not to fight” — 
one’s obviously already in the mood for a fight, and precisely a fight is what one precisely is bound to get oneself into! One can no 
more fight not to fight than one can rape not to rape, or murder not to murder, or eat one’s way out of a diet. Duh. So, the people 
who say Roosevelt lied to us are being rather simpleminded, are they not? There’s no reason why we ever should have been 
deceived! And, it seems to me, a person who conveniently buys into a lie told by another shares equivalent culpability with the liar 
— yes we do have a moral obligation to be gentle as doves, but we also have a moral obligation to be cunning as serpents.

WORLD WAR II
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November 2, Saturday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was campaigning in Rochester, New York when he 
declared: “Your national government ... is equally a government of peace — a government that intends to 
retain peace for the American people.” 

What a lying sack of shit he was. (Onward to peace, through war! He conned us, stupid shits that we are.)

On this day he moved on to Buffalo, New York and assured the voters there as follows: “Your President says 
this country is not going to war.”

Lloyd Edward James committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.

November 4 Mildred Gibbs committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.

WORLD WAR II
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November 14, Thursday: By this date, all Greek forces had moved over to the offensive against the Italians.

449 German planes attacked Coventry in a raid that continued until 6:30AM. A firestorm ensued in which 568 
people were killed and 60,000 of the city’s 75,000 buildings were destroyed.

Incidental music to Lope de Vega’s play The Valencian Widow by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the 
first time, in Lenin Komsomol Theater, Moscow.

Sanctus for alto and piano by Lou Harrison was performed for the first time, at the San Francisco Museum of 
Art.

The trial of the Union 8 Seminary students, who had been taken into custody for refusing to register in 
Manhattan for a compulsory conscription to which they were immune. They were to serve a year and a day in 
Danbury prison. 

The Greek army pushed the Italian army back into Albania.

That night the German Luftwaffe bombed Coventry, killing 380 people and injuring 865.21

“But there is something else I believe, and that is that
there is a God ... and this God again has blessed our
efforts during the past 13 years.”

— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1940

21. Ever after, there has been a concern that Winston Churchill knew of the raid in advance, due to the breaking of the German war 
code by the Enigma project, and declined to warn the people of Coventry to take cover because that would have tipped off the 
German war machine that its code was being deciphered. The facts of what Churchill knew and when he knew it are in dispute. 
In 1993 Gerhard Weinberg alleged in footnote 114 on page 974 of WORLD AT ARMS that he could not have known at the time: 
“The assertion that measures were not taken against the November 14, 1940 raid on Coventry to avoid compromising ultra has been 
shown to be entirely false (Gilbert, Churchill, 6, pages 912-16; Hinsley, British Intelligence, 6: Appendix 9).” However, the fact of 
relevance here may be moral rather than evidential: had Churchill known of the raid in advance, had he been able to alert the people 
of Coventry in advance, he presumably would have disdained to alert them, since his preoccupation was not at all in the saving of 
lives, but in making himself the winner of the war contest in which he had become a closely engaged antagonist.

WORLD WAR II
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December 17, Tuesday: Rear Admiral E.J. King relieved Rear Admiral H. Ellis as Commander Patrol Force, United 
States Fleet.

The Civilian Public Service camp system for US Conscientious Objectors was begun. The federal government 
and the three peace churches would jointly establish 151 of these Civilian Public Service Camps across the 
country, in which to inter legal conscientious objectors and thus keep them away from the general population.

Filling out a Selective Service form, Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra responded “To the best of my knowledge, 
I have no physical or mental defects or diseases.” (When it would come time for him to be serve his country 
in 1943, Old Blue Eyes would get himself classified “4F” on the basis of the fact that, at birth, he had been 
found to have the left eardrum perforated, and on the basis of a fear of crowds and elevators.)

The British recaptured Sollum. Allied troops advancing from Egypt reached the Libyan border.

Fino cristal for voice and piano by Joaquín Rodrigo to words of Rodríguez Pinto was performed for initial first 
time, in Teatro de la Comedia, Madrid.

A patriotic song for chorus and orchestra, It’s a Grand Life If We Don’t Weaken, by Ernest MacMillan to words 
of his sister Dorothy, was performed for the initial time, in Toronto.

The British destroyer HMS Acheron, while patrolling off the Isle of Wight, hit a mine and sank in minutes. 
6 officers and 145 ratings died.22

There were 15 floaters.

OHNE MICH!

OHNE MICH!

WORLD WAR II
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22. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number 
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking 
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been 
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you. 
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country! 
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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John R. Kellam took his advanced degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), as a city 
planner.

1941
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Elbert Russell retired as dean of the Duke School of Religion in Durham, North Carolina (he would continue 
to offer classes until 1945). The Divinity School Alumni Association established the Elbert Russell 
Scholarship in his honor.23

Dr. David Tillerson Smith’s DISEASES DUE TO FUNGI. He would serve as consultant to the Secretary of War 
(until 1945). Susan Gower Smith, David Tillerson Smith, and Jasper Lamar Callaway’s DYSFUNCTION OF THE 
SEBACEOUS GLANDS ASSOCIATED WITH PELLAGRA.

When, in the wake of the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union, Friend Bayard Rustin’s co-workers in the Young 
Communist League did an abrupt about-face on the issue of segregation in the American military, the young 
black man became aware that their antiracism was merely a ploy, that what mattered to them was their 
theology, and he broke ranks with them. Soon he would become involved with A. Philip Randolph, head of 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and would head up the youth wing of a projected march on 
Washington that Randolph was envisioning. When Randolph cancelled that demonstration because President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt had issued Executive Order #8802 forbidding racial discrimination in the 
employment of workers in defense industries, Rustin transferred his organizing efforts to the peace movement, 
at first as Race Relations Secretary with the Fellowship of Reconciliation and later as the first field secretary 
of CORE, the Congress of Racial Equality, with the American Friends Service Committee, with the Socialist 
Party, and with the War Resisters League.

The 18th Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League.

After release with a felony record from the federal prison in Danbury, Connecticut, George Mills Houser found 
himself unwelcome back at the Union Theological Seminary (administrators at that Christian institution 
considered that he had by his principled stand against war and against draft registration brought discredit upon 
them). To complete ministerial training, this student would need to transfer to the Theological Seminary in 
Chicago.

23. At this point he was editing a diary written by his aunt Rebecca Russell, who had been a schoolteacher in their home 
neighborhood of West Newton south of Indianapolis, Indiana.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

April 4, Friday: Germans and Italians took Benghazi, Libya.

King Petar II ordered the complete mobilization of the armed forces of Yugoslavia.

The Italian government banned all films from the United States.

Four Songs op.13 by Samuel Barber were performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia: A Nun Takes the Veil, 
to words of Hopkins, The Secrets of the Old, to words of Yeats, Sure on This Shining Night, to words of Agee, 
and Nocturne, to words of Prokosch.

Concertino in Stilo Classico for piano and orchestra by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, 
in New York.

Slow Piece for orchestra by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
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John R. Kellam posted his letter of resignation of his reserve officer’s commission in the US Army:

It was out of character with everything I believed in. I thought
I was going to be an increasing embarrassment to myself to have
it. So I sent in my resignation to the War Department in
Washington, to the highest ranking reserve officer corps person
that I knew about. Nothing happened, so I went down to Washington

WORLD WAR II

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

a few months later. I went to the munitions building on
Constitution Avenue —this was before the Pentagon was built— and
I went from office to office trying to find out where my letter
would be waiting for action. And as I suspected it was still
down near the bottom of somebody’s piled high inbox. As long as
I carried a commission, I was not subject to the draft, because
I could be called to active duty at any moment. So I found where
it was and I talked to the officer who was holding it up. I asked
him to consider how valuable I was from his point of view. Was
I, in any sense, an asset to the Reserve Officer Corps or the
Army? I had a viewpoint so strong that I could not kill anybody
in a war, or ruin anybody’s property in a war or in peace time
either, for that matter, and I would have to say No! 

I said, “Is there any advantage to the Army of your not getting
this resignation letter considered and accepted and my
commission as a Second Lieutenant cancelled? How much am I
useful to you?”
I said, “I’m in this attitude and I’m pretty certain it’s a
lifetime one. I’m not going to be coerced come what may.” 
“Well,” he said, “you are no doubt of no use to us at all!”
He had picked my letter (it was dated April 4, 1941) out of his
box before that and had scanned it while we were talking. 
He said, “I think I can get this acted on within a week or ten
days and you’ll hear from us.”
I said, “Thank you very much, Sir!”
And I turned and walked out, but I didn’t salute him! Ha-ha-ha-
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ha!

Soon afterward, at MIT, John would receive a letter from the War Department, accepting his resignation of his 
army commission as a 2nd Lieutenant but reminding him that as a young civilian male he would now need to 
register with the US Selective Service as eligible for the draft:

So I went over to the Selective Service office in Cambridge and
asked what conscientious objectors do to get properly certified

OHNE MICH!
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in the correct classification. Well, he said, fill out this
special form 47. So I filled that out and turned it in. As I was
leaving the building, just going around the corner of that
little brick building, I saw two cars come together one block
away right in front of me. So I trotted down there. Somebody ran
through the stop sign and hit the side of another car. They were
both still in the middle of the intersection. By and by while
waiting for the police to come, traffic began to pile up. The
car wouldn’t operate, the one that had been hit on its side. So
a group of us pushed the car over to the nearby curb and then
its brake having been disarranged, the man tried to pull his
emergency brake on and it didn’t work and the car went with one
wheel over the curb, just a couple of feet and stopped. We let
it rest there and a rear wheel was right against the curb so it
wasn’t going to go anywhere. Pretty soon the police came and I
watched them and one of the police officers knew the fellow who
had run the stop sign, the one who was at fault. They greeted
each other in a friendly fashion and then pretty soon I saw
someone who had also been in the neighborhood who said he had
also seen this accident happen, but when he started to tell the
police officer, the officer cut him off saying, Ah, that’s just
your opinion! And I thought, Oh-oh! There’s bias working here.
The wrong man’s going to lose his license maybe. So I kept
observing everything and then this car was taken off to a garage
that was only about a block away around the corner to get fixed.
So I followed it over there and I talked to this driver, a Mr.
Linehan.
I said, “I saw what happened back there and it looks like you’re
in for getting an undeserved penalty because the other driver
and one of the police officers are buddy-buddy.”
I said I wished that I could take some photographs of that
intersection to show what had happened, while evidence was still
there, now that the crowd has gone away. 
He said, “Well, I’ve got a camera here.”
And he showed me his camera and it was just a duplicate of my
own camera, a Jiffy Kodak. So I went back to that corner which
was beside a three story tenement house and I got on its roof
and took photographs showing very clearly the skid marks and
identifying buildings. So I went home and wrote the whole thing
up and when the case came up in court, I was a witness. Since I
had been studying traffic, and traffic lighting and stop sign
systems and so on, it’s part of my city planning, I did a real
technical job of this. So when we got into court and I was
testifying and the man who was friendly with the crooked cop was
trying to get the wrong side to win, I was giving him real
trouble because of what I said. So he tried to discredit me in
every way possible.
He said, “How did you happen to be where you were when this
accident occurred?” 
“Well,” I said, “I’d been just inside the draft board and had
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come around that corner...” 
And he said, “What were you in the draft board for?” 
“Oh, I went in to fill out a form.” 
“What form?” 
I said, “Oh, this is as far as I will go because everything that
happens between a registrant and the draft board is confidential
by law. I don’t have to tell you anything more than I have, but
the draft board people can confirm that I was there if you need
that.”
Well, the judge declared a lunch recess, a little early I
thought, and when he came back and reconvened the court, along
towards one o’clock, he made an announcement saying, “I’m
prepared to qualify Mr. Kellam as an expert witness in this case
and I should warn everybody that I believe everything he says.”
It turned out he was the chairman of that draft board. He had
made his own inquiries of the office. Ha-ha-ha-ha! And he
understood perfectly that I was a credible witness and that I
realized my right to have my information kept in confidence by
that board. So this all came out correctly. Mr. Linehan
qualified for no penalty and his insurance company was not the
one to pay for the damage. The fellow who caused the accident
took his own consequences for running through the stop sign.
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April 23, Wednesday: In the first prison strike of the period, when the warden at Danbury prison stopped them from 
acting in support of a nationwide student strike for peace, 16 of the US conscientious objectors, including the 
Union 8 from Manhattan, refused to work and began to refuse nourishment.

The army of Greece north of Thermopylae surrendered to invading Germans and Italians. King George II was 
evacuated to Crete.

Fantasia de movimentos mistos for violin and orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed completely for 
the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.

Danse Calinda, a ballet by Ulysses Kay after Torrence was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New 
York, Howard Hanson conducting.

Greece signed an armistice with Germany and severed diplomatic relations with Bulgaria.

May 15, Thursday: The first US conscientious objectors were ordered to report to the Civilian Public Service Camp at 
Patapsco, Maryland.

At Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, the battleship Washington (BB-56) was commissioned.

Italian communique on the Croatian monarchy. 

Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain at Vichy announced the  replacement of the Franco-German armistice 
agreement by a new collaboration scheme. 

The Germans begin an air attacked on Crete.

Operation Brevity, the British counter-attack in Egypt, began with the recapture of Sollum (Salum) in Egypt 
and Ft. Capuzzo (Musa’id) in Libya — but the Germans would force them out on the following day.

WORLD WAR II
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Summer: This was the summer of the “Thoreau Birthday Mecca.”24

Walter Roy Harding, conscientious objector against war who would choose alternative service in a hospital 
and a mental asylum rather than uniformed service during World War II, became the Secretary of the Thoreau 
Society, a position in which he would serve until 1991, at which point his role would change to that of 
Founding Secretary. 

24. Believe it or not, this was not aimed at alienating Moslems, any more than the almost equally inappropriately designated 
“Jubilee” of 1991 was aimed at Jews or fundamentalist Christians — but please, all you WASPy guy-types out there, let’s not be 
scheduling any “holocaust” barbecues or “powwow” picnics or “suttee” bonfire parties in the immediate future.
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In this year Walter Roy Harding also began to edit the Thoreau Society Bulletin, a task which would continue 
uninterrupted despite the utter failure25 of other attempts in this genre such as the University of Minnesota’s 
Thoreau Quarterly.

25. In journal publishing, “utter” is a code word indicating retention of subscription money.
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September: The German physicist Werner Heisenberg, in uniform, visited his old mentor Niels Bohr (who was in part 
of Jewish heritage) in Copenhagen, and the two had a conversation about possible new atomic weapons that 
possibly might decide the world war — were the war to continue long enough for the inherent difficulties in 
this to be overcome. Heisenberg shocked Bohr by arguing that if this could produce a German victory, a 
German victory would best advance the cause of human civilization.

Both physicists were fearful of being overheard by government handlers, and so they spoke to each other in 
generalities, with considerable vagueness. Many years later, when they tried to reconstruct their conversations, 
it became clear that the conditions under which they had met had interfered with their ability to understand 
each other. For instance, did or did not Heisenberg have moral trepidations? Did he or did he not make 
miscalculations that deterred Germany from attempting to develop an atomic weapon, and were or were not 
the miscalculations intentional? –And so on and so forth. Even by the date of this writing, 2011, the analysis 
continues. 

John R. Kellam, who would be working in Washington DC for three years, moved from Cambridge, 
Massachusetts to Silver Spring, Maryland and began to attend the Quaker meeting at 2111 Florida Avenue NW 
in the District of Columbia, a Foxcroft-stone structure surrounded by embassies, chanceries, and military 
missions.26 (Lest you suppose John was joining the Friends in order to avoid the draft, be aware that during 
World War II, 89-91% of all eligible Quakers of draft age would serve in the Armed Forces.)

26. The meetinghouse had been erected particularly to accommodate President Herbert Hoover (who had been adopted and reared 
by a Quaker family), during his presidency from 1929 through 1932, and had been presented to the Friends by a Rhode Island 
Quaker. Friend John was informed that when the President had attended, a few Secret Service agents in business suits had sat near 
him in the little section reserved in advance for the group.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

Fall: The case of draft resistor John R. Kellam was transferred to the Selective Service Board of Silver Spring, 
Maryland, which classified him as 1-A available for draft.

He would have to file an appeal and undergo an examination by the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

I had tried to convince that draft board chairman that he should
stop being in a position where he was sending young men into the
huge fray to be killing and injuring and getting injured and
killed themselves.

I said, “That’s a huge party that none of these young men should
be in! It would be great if the young men of the whole world
would tell their own governments NO! And I’m doing my little bit

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

toward that.”
Well, I appealed the 1A classification and so automatically my
file went to the FBI and they did a big survey of my background.

They even went to Frank Crassweller, my old Sunday School
teacher, and asked him about me. And where did they find him?
In the Duluth draft board office being their chairman! My chum
had been, all through school from fifth grade on, a nephew of
his, Robert Crassweller. But I found my FBI file later on — I
had access to it. I could see who said what about me. I saw a
summary of the whole FBI file, written by a hearing officer,
John H. Skeen of the US Attorney’s office, Maryland district,
in Baltimore. I copied every word of it. I have it upstairs, in
the back end of a file drawer. When I found out that Frank
Crassweller was chairman of that draft board, I wrote to my chum,
Robert Crassweller, who was by then working for the State
Department in Washington.
I wrote, “What in the world has ever gotten into your Uncle
Frank, who was such a wonderful teacher of Christian ethics in
that Sunday School, Presbyterian Church of Duluth, of our
neighborhood? How could he possibly accept the duties of a draft
board member, let alone be chairman? I just don’t understand how
he could do it! It seems to me that a lot of the things that he
said to us in Sunday School would mean that he would have had
to decline any commission if it were offered for him to do that
kind of a thing.”
Bob’s only reply was, “Well, there are quite a number of things
about Uncle Frank that are beyond understanding.”
Ha-ha-ha! And Bob’s own father was a lawyer, too. 
When the FBI asked Frank Crassweller what he thought of my claim
of being a conscientious objector, filing this form 47, and
trying to justify it, he stated, according to the hearing
officer’s summary, “that registrant is definitely a
conscientious objector and he believes the registrant should be
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classified in this grouping. He pointed out that registrant was
registered with Local Board No. 1 in Duluth before moving to
Silver Spring, Maryland, and at that time he and other members
of the Duluth Draft Board considered registrant to be a
conscientious objector. He considers registrant to be
trustworthy, sincere and highly reliable.”
Now that was an interesting thing to read! That FBI report.
Ha ha!
I went to the Bureau of Prisons in Washington one time after I
had been transferred to the Silver Spring draft board and they
had started to lean on me. I went to ask a number of questions.
When they found out what I was there for and what kinds of
feelings I had, they sent me to the supervisor of
classifications of the whole prison system. So in his office I
got the answers to all these questions about how jobs are doled
out to the various kinds of inmates, who has control and how is
it exercised, which inmate does which job, and how much choice
does any of the inmates have about what he does, and so forth.
He was very obliging and he became aware that I was really casing
the place in advance, trying to understand as much as possible
of what I was getting into. So he asked me a few questions and
I didn’t mind. I would just as soon avoid leading him to any
conclusions about me, but I wasn’t sure I was going to be able
to because I knew what I was trying to stand for and not stand
for and it was up to the government to make up its mind as to
what to do about it. So learning as much as possible about the
prisons would mean that I might be better able to calculate what
my appropriate activities should include and which ones
excluded. He seemed to be affably amused and wished me luck as
I was leaving him. I thanked him for all the information I’d
gotten and he invited me to put in more questions to him if
I thought of anything that I still hadn’t asked about. He was
very obliging. This was a full year or two before I was tried
for refusing induction. I think I went in there just about the
right time.
It was at this point that I was fired for being a conscientious
objector. There was one time, only one in my life, that such a
thing happened. I was working for the National Capital Park and
Planning Commission at Silver Spring, Maryland. A politician,
E. Brooke Lee, had become its chairman. He had been the only
candidate of his party to be defeated for an elected job, so his
friends had appointed him to be our chairman. One day he
surprised me by a generous compliment about my technical work
on a design for revised traffic routing in a neighborhood near
some property of his. I had thought myself outside of his notice,
being very non-political as I was. Then, a week or two later, a
political flunky appeared at my home a few minutes after I had
returned from work one Friday evening, with a terse letter
signed by the chairman notifying me that I had been terminated
“for the good of the service.” The Director of Planning, Fred
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W. Tuemmler, knew nothing of it but soon called me back to say
the chairman had learned from the Silver Spring draft board
chairman that I was registered as a CO, and that was the only
reason. Well, Selective Service regulations required all
information about registrants to be kept confidential by draft
boards, so my betrayal was perfectly illegal. My boss,
Mr. Tuemmler, was stunned and angry, and told me he had very
nearly talked himself out of his own job, protesting that
abusive termination. But Mr. Lee had enough political power so
that he didn’t need to be legally right, and his close friendship
with the draft board chairman extended that principle to him as
well. My sudden firing threw me for a loop, and it was quite a
few days before I decided to take advantage of unemployment to
complete the writing of my Master’s thesis for MIT.
(I’ve never lost a job except that once, so on balance I guess
I’ve been pretty lucky.)

December 7 (7:40AM Honolulu time; December 8th in Tokyo), Sunday, a day that shall live in infamy: Admiral 
Husband Kimmel was giving his sailors one last weekend of liberty so they would have a chance to say 
farewell to their loved ones, and his fleet was all prepared to steam out of Pearl Harbor on Monday, December 
8th, to seek a showdown Trafalgar-like battle with the Japanese fleet, destroying its offensive capabilities. The 
admiral’s battle plan was 113 pages long and had already been approved by Harold Stark, Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

But that’s not what happened, is it? The Japanese were a day ahead of us. (I’m reminded of the time one of our 
draught horses was sick. Grandpa had a piece of water hose from an old washing machine, hanging out in the 
barn for just such purposes, and so, to get his horse to take its medicine, he shoved the hose down the horse’s 
throat and poured the medicine down the hose. However, he hadn’t gotten that hose far enough down the 
horse’s throat –so the medicine wouldn’t go down –so he put his lips to the end of the hose, and went to blow 
the medicine down the hose. Well, I’ll never forget this until the day I die — that horse blew first.)

Japan attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, and attacked Great Britain, invading Siam and Malaya 
and occupying the International Settlement at Shanghai. A sneak attack! (Well, but although the Japanese 
naval forces did not go ashore and take possession of the Kota Baharu airport until later in the day, they actually 
began to shell the Malayan coast at Kota Baharu and at Singora and Pattani, Thailand an hour and a half prior 
to the first activity at Pearl Harbor — which is strange behavior indeed for someone who is attempting to sneak 
up on your in your slumbers!) Soon a Japanese reply rejecting the United States note of November 26th would 
be delivered at Washington DC, and Japan would declare a state of war with the United States and Great 
Britain. Later in the day, the Netherlands East Indies, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Canada would declare war 
against Japan.

I was on my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday
evening at about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor
came over my car radio. Only a few others arriving there had
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heard it.

Japanese carrier-based horizontal bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers, and fighters totaling 360 aircraft 
from naval Striking Force under Vice Admiral C. Nagumo heavily attacked ships of the United States Pacific 
Fleet and military installations at Pearl Harbor and other places on Oahu. Four battleships, 1 minelayer, and 1 
target ship were sunk; 4 battleships, 3 cruisers, 3 destroyers, 1 seaplane tender, and 1 repair ship were damaged. 
Navy Yard and Naval Base, Pearl Harbor; Naval Air Station, Ford Island; Naval Patrol Plane Station, Kaneohe; 
Marine Corps airfield, Ewa; Army airfields Hickam, Wheeler, and Bellows were damaged; 188 Naval and 
Army aircraft were destroyed. 

Killed or missing:

• Navy.............. 2,004 
• Marine Corps... 108 
• Army................ 222 

Wounded: 

• Navy................ 912 
• Marine Corps.... 75 
• Army............... 360 

[Personnel casualty statistics for the Pearl Harbor attack have been revised several times after evaluation of 
new data. The figures presented here were compiled in 1955 from official sources.] 

Japanese losses:

JOHN R. KELLAM
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• 5 kaiten suicide submarines
• 28 aircraft
• fewer than 100 men

Two Japanese destroyers shelled Midway Island. Japanese airplanes bombed Singapore, killing 63. Then 
bombs began to fall in Manila and other targets on Luzon and Davao in the Philippines as well as Guam, Wake 
Island, Midway, and Hong Kong. Japanese troops took possession of Shanghai, including the buildings of the 
United States garrison.

United States naval vessels sunk by air attack, Pearl Harbor: [All ships sunk, except Arizona, Oklahoma, and 
Utah, would subsequently be raised, repaired, and returned to service.] 

• Battleship Oklahoma (BB-37). 
• Battleship Arizona (BB-39). 
• Battleship California (BB-44). 
• Battleship West Virginia (BB-48). 
• Minelayer Ogala (CM-4). 
• Target ship Utah (AG-16). 

United States naval vessels damaged, Pearl Harbor: 

• Battleship Nevada (BB-36). 
• Battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38). 
• Battleship Tennessee (BB-43). 
• Battleship Maryland (BB-46). 
• Light cruiser Raleigh (CL-7). 
• Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48). 
• Light cruiser Helena (CL-50). 
• Destroyer Cassin (DD-372). 
• Destroyer Shaw (DD-373). 
• Destroyer Downes (DD-375). 
• Seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4). 
• Repair ship Vestal (AR-4). 
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Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered existing FBI war plans put into effect and Attorney General Francis Biddle 
authorized the Bureau to act against dangerous enemy aliens. Local police, in cooperation with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agents, began to round up the Issei leadership of Japanese-American communities 
both in Hawaii and on the mainland (in today’s publicity documents, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
unapologetically refers to these community leaders as having amounted to “previously identified aliens who 
threatened national security,” quote unquote). 

By 6:30AM the following morning, 736 Issei would be in custody; and within 48 hours, the number would 
have risen to 1,291. Caught by surprise for the most part, these men would be held with no formal charges and 
family members would be unable to visit them. Most would spend the war years in enemy-alien internment 
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camps run by the Justice Department.

Within 72 hours the Agents would be working a 24-hour day, at the job of rounding up Americans to take them 
to detention camps. They would take a total of 3,846 citizens into custody as enemy aliens. Any radio capable 
of short-wave reception would be seized as an obvious weapon of war, as well as any weapons of any kind, 
their ammo — and, the records assert, dynamite. (Was some farmer blasting out the stumps in his pasture?)

A message was sent from the Japanese Consul in Budapest to Tokyo: “On the 6th, the American Minister 
presented to the Government of this country a British Government communique to the effect that a state of war 
would break out on the 7th.” The communique was the December 5th War Alert from the British Admiralty, 
which has since disappeared. This triple-priority alert was delivered to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
personally. The Mid-East British Air Marshall informed Colonel Bonner Fellers on Saturday that he had 
received a secret signal that in 24 hours America was coming into the war. Winston Churchill would 
summarize the message in GRAND ALLIANCE (page 601) as listing the two fleets attacking British targets and 
“Other Japanese fleets ... also at sea on other tasks” (there were three other Japanese fleets also at sea on these 
other tasks — those sailing toward Guam, toward the Philippines, and toward Hawaii).
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Führer Adolf Hitler issued his Night and Fog decree.

Very early on this morning, two US Marines, an emergency special detail, were stationed outside the door of 
the Japanese Naval Attache. Why, was there something special going on?

At 9:30AM Washington time, Stark’s aides were begging him to send a warning to Hawaii — but he wouldn’t.

At 10AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Franklin Delano Roosevelt read the 14th part of the decoded 
Japanese diplomatic declaration of war.
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At 10:30AM Washington time, Bratton informed Marshall that he had a most important message (the 15th part 
of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war) and would bring it to Marshall’s quarters, but Marshall 
responded that he would take it at his office.

At 11AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt read the 15th part of the decoded Japanese 
diplomatic declaration of war, the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State 
Department as 1PM — which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time.

At 11:15AM Washington time, Navy Secretary Knox was given the 15th part of the decoded Japanese 
diplomatic declaration of war –the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State 
Department as 1PM, which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time– with this note from the Office of Naval 
Intelligence: “This means a sunrise attack on Pearl Harbor today.” Naval Intelligence also transmitted this 
prediction to Hull and about eight others, including the White House.

At 11:25AM Washington time, according to Bratton, Marshall reached his office. Marshall’s story, later, would 
be that he had been out riding horses that morning — but this cover story would be directly contradicted by 
the testimony of Harrison, McCollum, and Deane. We know that Marshall perjured himself, because he also 
testified that he had never received the prior 13 parts of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war, 
and yet we know by his own account that he had read those first 13 parts by 10PM the previous night. Marshall 
was in no hurry. He read and he re-read all of the 10-minute-long 14-part message (some parts he went over 
several times), taking more than an hour. Then he refused to use the scrambler phone on his desk, and also 
refused to send out a warning to Hawaii by the fast, more secure Navy system. Instead, three times he sent 
Bratton to inquire how long it would take to send out his watered-down warning. When informed that this 
would require 30 or 40 minutes by Army radio (meaning that his warning couldn’t reach Pearl Harbor before 
the 1PM Washington-time deadline), he seemed satisfied. The warning would be sent out through commercial 
channels, without any priority identification, and although this message would reach all its other addressees, 
such as the Philippines and Canal Zone, in a timely manner, at Hawaii it would arrive six hours too late — 
which, of course, was what was intended.

At 6:30AM an American destroyer collided with a Japanese minisubmarine within the harbor area.

Who would have thought
they’d sneak up on us?
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At 7:55AM, Hawaii time: “AIR RAID PEARL HARBOR. THIS IS NOT DRILL.”

The battleships USS Arizona and USS Oklahoma were sunk at anchor, killing 1,177 on the one and 415 on the 
other. Two other battleships, the USS West Virginia (105 killed) and the USS Tennessee, were damaged and 
196 Navy and 65 Army Air Force planes destroyed. A total of 2,341 servicemen and 68 civilians died that day 
and there were 1,178 wounded. 15 Navy men would receive the Congressional Medal of Honor, 10 
posthumously. We were able to shoot down only 29 of the Japanese aircraft.

At 1:50PM Washington time, Harry Hopkins, the only person with Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt when he 
received the phonecall from Knox that gave him the news of the attack, would write in his memoirs that the 
Commander-in-Chief had been unsurprised, and that he had expressed “great relief,” quote unquote. 
When Eleanor Roosevelt would write about the day that shall go down in infamy, on page 233 of her 
THIS I REMEMBER, what she would recollect was that upon Japan’s attack her husband became “in a way more 
serene.”
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At 3:00PM Washington time, as Harry Hopkins would later recall, “The (war cabinet) conference met in not 
too tense an atmosphere because I think that all of us believed that in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler ... 
and that Japan had given us an opportunity.”

That afternoon the Chief of Naval Operations communicated:

 EXECUTE UNRESTRICTED AIR AND SUBMARINE WARFARE AGAINST JAPAN

A full nine hours after the “surprise attack” at Pearl Harbor, General Douglas MacArthur’s entire air force 
would get caught by surprise, and wiped out, in the Philippines. The general’s reaction to the news of Pearl 
Harbor was strange, for a commander who under normal circumstances prided himself upon being supremely 
effective. Instead of being on the scene and making necessary preparations, he locked himself in his room all 
morning, refusing to meet with General Brereton, his air commander, and refusing to engage the Japanese 

forces on Taiwan. Instead the military record of commands issued reveals that MacArthur issued a series of 
three conflicting orders, that ensured that his planes were on the ground most of the morning. He kept himself 
informed of the radar tracking of the Japanese planes as they approached, at 140 miles distance, at 100, at 80, 
at 60, and even at 20 miles distance, and then issued the last order of this series — obviously in order to ensure 
that his planes were on the ground where they could be destroyed. We would lose half of all the heavy bombers 
we had in the world. He could only have been acting under orders, since after doing this he retained his 
command, escaped any reprimand, and got his fourth star, along with, shortly after, the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. Obviously, it was important that on this day the Japanese succeed in destroying all the capability of 
our Pacific forces to respond immediately to the attack, putting them in the position of waiting for resupply of 
war materiel.
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At 8:30PM Washington time, the President was commenting to his cabinet, “We have reason to believe that 
the Germans have told the Japanese that if Japan declares war, they will too. In other words, a declaration of 
war by Japan automatically brings....” (At this point he was interrupted, and we can only wonder what he had 
had on his mind to say. ;-)

By 9:30PM Washington time, the FBI was in war mode, on a 24-hour schedule. (It would need to augment its 
Agent force with National Academy graduates who took only an abbreviated training course. As a result, the 
total number of agency employees would rise from 7,400 to over 13,000, of whom approximately 4,000 would 
be Agents, by the end of 1943.)

At midnight, Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt met with CBS newsman Edward R. Murrow, 
who found him calm. After going over the latest from Pearl Harbor, the President inquired: “Did this surprise 
you?” Murrow said it had. Roosevelt then, cryptically, went “Maybe you think it didn’t surprise us?”

The Washington conspirators had produced war, exactly as they desired.

Why would we have been surprised? Our military men do study the history of warfare, and they knew perfectly 
well that the Japanese had, once before, initiated a war with this precisely sort of successful surprise assault 
upon a fleet:

Due to the circumstances of betrayal by their Commander in Chief, the US Marine detachments stationed at 
Tientsin and Beijing were of course obliged to surrender to the Japanese.

Shine, Empire
Powerful and armed, neutral in the midst of madness, we might have held

WORLD WAR II

When entomologist G.W. Kirkaldy provided species descriptions for a series of insects 
whose names all ended in “-chisme” (pronounced “kiss me”), the guy must have been 
terminally horny, for among his species names are such as Polychisme, Marichisme 
and Dollischisme.

By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a Russian 
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the whole world’s balance and stood
Like a mountain in a wind. We were misled and took sides. We have

chosen to share the crime and the punishment.

Perhaps justly, being part of Europe. Three thousand miles of ocean would
hardly wash out the stains

Of all that mish-mash, blood, language, religion, snobbery. Three thousand
miles in a ship would not make Americans.

I have often in weak moments thought of this people as something higher
than the natural run of the earth.

I was quite wrong; we are lower. We are the people who hope to win wars
with money as we win elections.

Hate no one. Roosevelt’s intentions were good, and Hitler is a patriot. They
have split the planet into two mill-stones

That will grind small and bloody; but still let us keep some dignity, these
days are tragic, and fight without hating.

It is war, and no man can see an end of it. We must put freedom away and
stiffen into bitter empire.

All Europe was hardly worth the precarious freedom of one of our states:
what will her ashes fetch?

If I were hunting in the Ventana canyons again with my strong sons, and to
sleep under stars,

I should be happy again. It is not time for happiness. Happy the blind, the
witless, the dead.

Now, thoroughly compromised, we aim at world rule, like Assyria, Rome,
Britain, Germany, to inherit those hoards

Of guilt and doom. I am American, what can I say but again, “Shine,
perishing republic?” ... Shine, empire.

— Robinson Jeffers
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As the Red Army attacked Tikhvin, near Leningrad, the Germans retired to defensive positions before Moscow 
on a line Kursk-Orel-Medyn-Rzhev.

Areas ceded by Finland to the USSR on March 12, 1940 were reintegrated into Finland.

Thomas Merton, who had “lost interest in the Quakers,” would attempt to enlist in the military after the attack 
at Pearl Harbor only to find himself rejected on account of bad teeth. (A few days after this rejection, he would 
wind up at the gate of the Cisterian Order of the Strict Observance at Gethsemani, Kentucky. He had been glad 
to become an American because this was the land of Henry David Thoreau and Emily Dickinson, and would 
claim that he was going into the silent service there in Kentucky in 1941 for the same reason that Thoreau had 
gone in 1845 to the shore of Walden Pond: “to front only the essential facts of life.”)27

More than 34,000,000 male United States citizens would be registered for the military draft.
Of those 34 million, an estimated 72,000 would apply for conscientious objector status. Approximately 
6,000 of those 72,000 applicants for “CO” status would, like Friend John R. Kellam, be imprisoned.
Considering that warfare was not a proper path toward peace was going to constitute a sacrifice — your local 
draft board made up of your fellow citizens was going to ensure that there would be severe consequences, 
that this was an attitude that was going to generate not only persistent accusations of cowardice but also as 
great as possible a level of personal unsafety.
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An American pilot on his first bombing mission over Europe, Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., felt “sick with thoughts of 
the civilians who might suffer from the bombs dropped by his machine” and, as he watched the black pellets 
drop away under his aircraft (he later confided), was going “My God, women and children are getting killed!” 
However, his bombs missed their target on this initial mission and pilot Tibbets was forced to take stock of 
himself. He came to realize that he had been so “intent on what was going to happen on the ground” that he 
hadn’t been able to do his “job right.” In the future, as in the “Enola Gay” B29 he would name after his mother, 

27. As a result of Roosevelt’s trick to get us into war, 2,403 American lives were lost at Pearl Harbor, and 1,178 Americans received 
nonfatal wounds, inclusive of our civilian casualties.

Eighteen of our ships were sunk or seriously damaged, including 5 battleships — we visit the USS Arizona today, with waving flags, 
to restore our patriotism. Of our aircraft, 188 were destroyed and 162 damaged. Out of their raiding force of 31 ships and 353 raiding 
planes, which in this way “achieved complete surprise,” the Japanese lost only 64 men, 29 planes, and 5 kaiten suicide submarines. 
The Commander-in-Chief’s trick to get us into war has recently been justified by certain historians, on the grounds of necessity: 
their argument is that we needed to get involved in this war but the American public was, unfortunately, reluctant, and thus we 
needed to be persuaded by being tricked in some manner. What these historians have missed is that the President had succeeded in 
two linked objectives rather than one objective on this day: not only had he obtained a morally righteous position by way of a “sneak 
attack” posturing, but also he had obtained, through the cooperation of General Douglas MacArthur, adequate destruction of our 
ability to respond in the Pacific to ensure that, as he desired, Japan would be forced to take a back seat and wait to be destroyed until 
after our VE-day victory over Germany (“...in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler...”).

1942
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at 32,000 feet over Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 , he would be able to behave more responsibly.

This war-addled pilot would even develop a posture in regard to the sort of conscientious objection 
exemplified by Friend John R. Kellam: “Every man ought to pay the price to live in this country. And that 
means helping to defend it.”

WORLD WAR II
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Meanwhile, back home, the US Army’s Chemical Warfare Services was beginning mustard gas experiments 
on approximately 4,000 servicemen. The experiments would continue until 1945 and would make use of 
Seventh Day Adventist conscientious objectors who had gotten themselves maneuvered, during draft-board 
persecution, into volunteering as human guinea pigs (in order to prove to the authorities, of course, that they 
were patriotic, and demonstrate, to the authorities, that they were manly men rather than cowards).

Here’s an interesting point in comparison. According to the records, a total of 3,166 civilian prisoners from 
Dachau and Mauthausen classified as “unfit to work” would be transported during this period to the Hartheim 
Schloss mental health establishment near Linz in Austria, just over the German border, to be executed by 
gassing. The centerpiece of the SS’s euthanasia campaign, this would be the only Nazi institution from which 
there would be zero survivors. Something like 10,000 mentally retarded or crippled German children would 
be taken there to be executed, with their ashes spread over the waters of the Danube and Traun rivers. The 
brains of a total of 772 children from Vienna alone would be pickled in individual glass jars. The Hartheim 
Schloss staff of about 80 persons received extra pay plus a nice alcohol allowance. Today, the grounds of what 
had been Hartheim Schloss contain apartment buildings.There is a plaque on the wall of an entrance hall, to 
remind the 22 families who live there of sad events that had transpired.

The point in comparison which I would like to raise is based on the fact that this euthanasia campaign in 
Austria was directed by Dr. Rudolf Lonauer of Linz, a psychiatrist, and during May 1945 at the end of World 
War II, while the chickens were coming home to roost so to speak, Dr. Lonauer would euthanize himself. 
That being the case, why on earth is it, do you suppose, that Colonel Tibbets failed to euthanize himself? 
–When it comes to matters such as these, is being on the winning side that much different from being on the 
losing side?

Inquiring minds want to know.

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS, 
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER, 
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT 
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT 
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE 
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST 
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS 
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL 

THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A 

GAS WARFARE
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MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

Elbert Russell’s THE HISTORY OF QUAKERISM (New York: Macmillan Company).28 The Quaker group 
initiated by Friend Elbert in Durham, North Carolina would swell with the addition of conscientious objectors 
working at the Duke Hospital during World War II.

Dr. David Tillerson Smith became president of the North Carolina Tuberculosis Association.

At the Moses Brown School of the Religious Society of Friends on top of the hill in Providence, Rhode Island, 
a summer session was added so that students who would be seniors in the following year could complete their 
studies before being drafted and going off into “service” in the US military during World War II. At night the 
city of Providence was blacked out, to make it harder for the German bombers to fly all the way across the 
Atlantic Ocean and bomb Providence the way they were flying all the way across the English Channel and 
bombing London. Military searchlights criss-crossed the skies.

The US Navy began to make use of Rear Admiral Ralph Waldo Christie’s29 expensive new Mark 14 proximity 
torpedoes in live combat situations. Field commanders reported back again and again from the battle zones: 
“This new torpedo doesn’t go off.” The Bureau of Ordinance, of course, refused to credit such reports. At the 
Newport Torpedo Station on what little still remained above water level of what had once been Goat Island in 
the harbor of Newport, production of the deficient devices continued apace.

28. This book would receive the Mayflower Cup award of the North Carolina Literary and Historical Association for works of 
nonfiction by local authors.
29. Commander, US Submarine Force, Southwest Pacific (ComSubSoWesPac).

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Professor Burrhus Frederic Skinner was awarded the Warren Medal by the Society of Experimental 
Psychologists. (Although we are seldom told this, during World War II this researcher was a member of U.S. 
Army Intelligence, and later he schemed to weaponize the pigeon species by training selected suicide pigeons 
for command and control inside the nosecones of smart bombs. Are we having problems with overscrupulous 
human pilots? Well, every pigeon ought to pay the price to live in this country, and that means helping to 
defend it. –Besides, pigeons just want to peck and be fed.)30

Because of WWII, all previous College Board admissions tests were abolished in favor of the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT), which became the one standard test for each and every American applicant (human 
subjects only; heterosexual white male pigeons need not apply).

During the years of World War II, Conscientious Objectors assigned as attendants in US psychiatric hospitals 
under the Civilian Public Service would become aware of the systemic patient abuse permeating our 
psychiatric care apparatus of institutions. These reformers were especially active at the Philadelphia State 
Hospital, where four Quakers initiated a magazine The Attendant to promote reform (this would become The 
Psychiatric Aide, a professional journal for mental health workers). On May 6, 1946 LIFE magazine would 
print Albert Q. Maisel’s exposé of the psychiatric system based on the reports made by these Conscientious 
Objectors. Another effort of the Civilian Public Service, its Mental Hygiene Project, would eventuate in the 
National Mental Health Foundation. Impressed by the changes introduced by Conscientious Objectors in the 
mental health system, Eleanor Roosevelt would sponsor the National Mental Health Foundation and cause the 
involvement of other prominent citizens such as Owen J. Roberts, Pearl Buck, and Harry Emerson Fosdick.

PSYCHOLOGY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

February 16, Monday: A German submarine shelled an oil refinery on Aruba in the Netherlands West Indies.

Japanese forces captured Palembang.

65 Australian nurses and 25 British soldiers surrendered to the Japanese on the coast of Malaya. The soldiers 
were stabbed and shot on the beach. Two survived. The nurses were ordered to march into the water and were 
machine gunned. One survived.

The first walkout of the conscientious objectors at the Civilian Public Service camp in Merom, Indiana.

30. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would also find funding for an incendiary-bat program, that was favored by the professor 
who had devised napalm. Each of these bats, according to that napalm-inventing Harvard professor, was to carry a tiny napalm bomb 
with a delay timer, and its mission would be to fly to some roost beneath the wooden eaves of a Japanese civilian home and be there 
incinerated. The wicked objective of this batty bat-bomb project was the initiation of an all-consuming Dresden-style firestorm 
(when the stay-at-home warriors working on this one-ounce device would hear through their grapevine that the Roosevelt 
administration was also spending vast amounts of money on an even tinier project –one that sought to detonate atoms– they would 
become indignant).

WORLD WAR II
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February 17, Tuesday: The Red Army launched an offensive near Rzhev. Despite temperatures reaching -52°C, the 
German lines held.

In the Pacific Ocean to the west of Kyūshū, the submarine USS Triton sank Japanese freighter Shinyo Maru 
No.5 and damaged another.

Seabees (1st Naval Construction Battalion) arrived at Bora Bora in the Society Islands.

In Monroe, Louisiana, Huey P. Newton, who would become a co-founder of the Black Panther Party, was born, 
and was named by his father after the populist machine politician Huey “Kingfish” Long (although a white 
Louisiana politician, Senator Long had not made much use of the race card).

According to an article b y Robert L. Stephens in the New York Post on this day, the “Almanac Singers” had 
subsequent to the invasion of the USSR by the 3d Reich “radically changed their tune” and no longer were 
singing out on behalf of conscientious objection. Their subversive album “Songs for John Doe” was no longer 
available for purchase:

“PEACE” CHOIR CHANGES TUNE
by Robert L. Stephens

Before the Nazis invaded Russia, a small mixed chorus called the
Almanac Singers was using its talents to criticize conscription
— already enacted by Congress.
One of its songs had as its theme the vicious isolationist
catchphrase, “Plow under every fourth American boy.” Another
referred to the Selective Service Act as “that goddamned bill.”
Last Saturday at the premiere of the government’s morale
broadcast, “This Is War”, the Almanac Singers, now all-out for
democracy and conscription, sang a number called “Round and
Round Hitler’s Grave.”
Norman Corwin, director of “This Is War,” chose them for his
show after hearing them sing some innocuous songs six weeks ago
on “We The People.” A representative of Corwin said today that
Corwin was entirely unaware of the singers’ background.
Writing in The Atlantic Monthly for June 1941, Carl J.
Frederich, Harvard professor of government, took notice of these
troubadours in an article called “Poison in Our System,” since
reprinted in pamphlet form by the Council for Democracy, 285
Madison Ave.
“An outfit which calls itself The Almanac Music Co., Inc., has
recently brought out a series of phonograph records, called
‘Songs for John Doe’,” he wrote.

These recordings are distributed under the innocent
appeal: “Sing Out for Peace.” Yet they are strictly
subversive and illegal.
Sung to such familiar tunes as “Billy Boy,” they
ridicule the American defense effort, democracy and the
army. Whether Nazi or Communist financed, their general
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spirit is well indicated by the following sample:
It’s C for Conscription, C for Capitol Hill;
C for Conscription and C for Capitol Hill;
It’s C for Congress that passed that goddamned bill.

Another song is called “Plow Under”; it’s the first one,
and so I guess they like it best. The first verse runs:

Remember when the AAA
Killed a million hogs a day?
Instead of hogs, it’s men today —
Plow the fourth one under!
Plow under, plow under,
Plow under every fourth American boy!

And the last one:
Now the politicians rant,
“A boy’s no better than a cotton plant;”
But we are here to say you can’t
Plow the fourth one under!

These recordings were made by the Almanac Singers, who have now
radically changed their tune.
The record album entitled “Songs for John Doe” was withdrawn and
is no longer purchasable.

March 5, Thursday: Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” op.60 by Dmitri Shostakovich, written in honor of his besieged 
native city, was performed for the initial time, at the House of Culture, Kuibyshev. The concert was broadcast 
across the country and the world.

At Feodosiya, in the Crimea, this day marked the beginning of three weeks of sweeps that would kill more than 
2,000 superfluous people — Jews, Communists, partisans, Romani, and the mentally ill.

The first detached Civilian Public Service unit began performing tasks outside of the camps such as smoke 
jumping, attending the inmates in mental institutions, serving as human guinea pigs, etc.

The Dutch administration evacuated Batavia (Jakarta).

WORLD WAR II

ANTISEMITISM

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
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Japanese troops entered Pegu, Burma (Bago, Myanmar).

News Headline: “Radio Tokio Denounces Japanese Internment”

News Headline: “Manzanar May House Interned Japanese”

News Headline: “Owens Valley Haunted by Hopes that Failed”

News Headline: “Alien Order Hits U.C. Staff”

May 4, Monday: Ezra Pound declared that “The Bolshevik anti-morale comes out of the Talmud, which is the dirtiest 
teaching any race ever codified. The Talmud is the one and only begetter of the Bolshevik system.”
Benjamin Britten made a “Statement to the Local Tribunal for the Registration of Conscientious Objectors.” 
This began, “Since I believe that there was in every man the spirit of God, I cannot destroy, and feel it my duty 
to avoid helping to destroy as far as I am able, human life, however strongly I may disapprove of the 
individual’s actions or thoughts.” 

Japanese troops defeated Chinese troops at Bhamo in Burma. General Joseph Stilwell started the “Walkout” 
at Shwebo, Burma.

After sending 16,000 artillery shells onto the island within 24 hours, a small Japanese force landed on 
Corregidor to fierce resistance by American and Philippine troops.

The Battle of the Coral Sea (4-8 May) commenced with an air strike on Tulagi, Solomon Islands, by United 
States carrier-based aircraft. Allied naval forces (Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher, USN) comprised Attack Group 
(Rear Admiral T. C. Kinkaid, USN) of United State cruisers Chester (CA-27), New Orleans (CA-32), Portland 
(CA-33), Astoria (CA-34), Minneapolis (CA-36) and destroyers Farragut (DD-348), Dewey (DD-340), 
Monaghan (DD- 354), Aylwin (DD-355) and Phelps (DD-360); Support Group (Rear Admiral J. G. Crace, RN) 
with United States cruiser Chicago (CA-29), Australian cruisers Australia and Hobart, and United States 
destroyers Perkins (DD-377) and Walke (DD- 416); Carrier Group (Rear Admiral A. W. Fitch, USN) 
consisting of United States carriers Lexington (CV-2) and Yorktown (CV- 5) with destroyers Anderson (DD-
411), Hammann (DD-412), Russell (DD-414), and Morris (DD-417); Fueling Group (Captain J.S. Phillips, 
USN) including United States oilers Tippecanoe (AO-21) and Neosho (A0-23) and destroyers Worden (DD-
352) and Sims (DD-409). Commander in Chief United States Fleet (Admiral E. J. King) directed Coast Guard 
Auxiliary to organize civilian small craft as coastal pickets. The United States Minesweeper Tanager (AM-5) 
was sunk by the coastal defense guns of Corregidor, Philippine Islands. The Japanese Destroyer Kikuzuki was 
sunk by US carrier-based aircraft off Tulagi in the Solomon Islands.

WORLD WAR II

WORLD WAR II
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May 28, Thursday: Benjamin Britten appeared before a British court to explain why he should be exempted from 
military service as a Conscientious Objector: “I cannot took part in acts of destruction.” He claimed he can 
best serve his country through his creative activities. The court exempted him but required him to do non-
combatant duties (he would appeal).

Basso Ezio Pinza was released from Ellis Island, having been held since March 12th as an enemy alien.

United States forces arrived at Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides Islands.

The Axis advance in Libya faltered. The German soldiers continued to attacked toward Acroma, and engaged 
the British near Bir el Harmat.

200 Poles were taken from Warsaw to Magdalenka and shot.

The Germans defeated the forces of the USSR at Kharkov.

Ezra Pound broadcast that: “Class war is not an American product, not from the roots of the nation. Not in our 
historic process. And the racial solution, which is Europe’s solution, which is in Europe’s process, rooted deep 
down, un-uprootable.” He told his listeners it was vital they study the evolution of the American system, why 
the American Revolution took place to begin with — yes, it had to do with money: 

Colonies, pretty much racially homogeneous, evolved. They found
a solution for the problem of money, not of fields against money,
not of colonists, farmers fighting money, but of fields and
money working together, and they found it in Pennsylvania, and
the world said, “How marvelous.” And an unjust, usurious,
monopolist government shut down on the money — money handed out
to the colonists to facilitate their field production, the
repayment not going to a set of leeches and exploiters. And the
unjust monopolist government, namely the British, was hoofed out
[of] the colonies 30 years later.

May 29, Friday: The largest selling recording in history, Irving Berlin’s White Christmas, was recorded by Bing 
Crosby.

German forces complete the encirclement of 250,000 Soviet troops west of the Donets.

In heavy fighting in Libya, the balance of the day went to the Axis.

In Radziwillow, Poland, 3,000 Jews were rounded up and shot despite a breakout that had gained temporary 
freedom for many of them.

WORLD WAR II
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May 30, Saturday: The Appellate Tribunal awarded Michael Tippett conditional registration, that is to say, full time 
work in air raid precautions, National Fire Service, or in the farmland — labor appropriate for a coward rather 
than for a Conscientious Objector. The composer of course refused.

The Royal Air Force staged its initial 1,000-plane raid, over the city of Cologne in Germany, on this night of 
May 30/31. The British dropped 1,455 tons of bombs in 90 minutes. 469 people were killed, 41 planes were 
lost, 13,000 homes were destroyed, and 45,000 people were made homeless. Other than that the raid 
accomplished nothing whatever. The raid was almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

WORLD WAR II
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June: Mass murder of Jews by Germans by gassing began at the Auschwitz death camp.

A German was picked up in the vicinity of the US-Canada border near Rouses Point. He was wearing a Royal 
Canadian Air Force uniform.

Jazz trumpeter and vocalist Rowland Bernart “Bunny” Berigan died from the effects of a severe hemorrhage 
at the age of 33, in New York City.
Rochester, New York newspaperman Lloyd Klos received his draft registration notice.

Japanese construction parties began an airfield at Lunga Point on Guadalcanal. Australian coastwatchers 
would keep Allied commanders appraised of Japanese progress. The preliminary planning for “Operation 
Watchtower” began.

Adirondacks towns futilely petitioned President Franklin Delano Roosevelt for a relaxation of gas rationing 
during the summer tourist season. The season would turn out to be a disaster. Three area state campgrounds 
would need to remain closed due to a lack of visitors.
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The American Friends Service Committee began Civilian Public Service Camp No. 41 as a mental hospital 
unit at Eastern State Mental Hospital in Williamsburg, Virginia,31 with Calhoun D. Geiger and Gordon Foster 
serving as directors, and 33 other Conscientious Objectors as attendants in the wards (only a minority of these 
objectors were affiliated with the Friends).32 Asa Watkins, who would perform his alternative service there, 
would comment “It is sort of like a perpetual bad dream. The smells, the sounds of the insane voices, the bad 
equipment.

The long, dark corridors ... it is all very much like a medieval fairyland of the nether regions.” The objectors 
would attempt to improve conditions for the patients and the asylum directors would attempt to have them 
removed from the grounds “in the interest of greater harmony.”

Summer: It was probably at this point (he’s still certain of the season, but not exactly of the year) that John R. Kellam 
visited his older brother, in training at Carlyle Barracks in Pennsylvania, and learned a thing or two about the 
ethos of warfare:

I noticed that on one of the buildings was mounted, in large
metal letters, the motto of the medical corps, the army medical
corps: To Preserve Fighting Strength. Not to save lives, not to
prevent the injured GIs from dying, but to patch them up so they
could go out and do some more killing. I suppose for some younger
COs who hadn’t done as much thinking as I’d been through, it was
possible for them to let themselves be drawn into the Army Corps
on the promises that they wouldn’t be asked to do the killing
directly. But there it was, in bold relief! The only and official

31. Dating to 1773, this had been the initial public asylum in America — with the single exception of the basement of the 
Philadelphia Hospital, a Quaker institution.
32. The work week for such an attendant was 79 hours.

WORLD WAR II
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reason for having an army medical corps is to prevent the loss
of fighting strength where possible.

At this point, six months after the Japanese and the German declarations of war upon the United States of 
America, declarations which had been eagerly sought by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt by every means 
under his control, the Commander in Chief bragged to Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau about his 
personal trickiness: “You know I am a juggler, and I never let my right hand know what my left hand does ... 
and furthermore I am perfectly willing to mislead and tell untruths if it will help win the war.”33

As Friend John R. Kellam now insists upon reminding people lest they forget and again let down their guard,

The first casualty of war is the truth.

33. I can well imagine that any number of people are going to be outraged at the manner in which this Kouroo Contexture 
categorizes Franklin Delano Roosevelt as having been a moral cripple. How can I be allowed to describe an American war president 
in such terms? I conceive, however, that in the interest of an honest historical analysis, no other course is possible — the man 
proudly, repeatedly condemned himself out of his own mouth. As a point in comparison, in Ken Kesey’s “One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest” the point-of-view character (ably portrayed in the movie by Jack Nicholson) was a self-admitted child molester who 
remained amused by his own behavior, and our sympathy with his lobotomization is distanced by the realization that he was an 
extremely dangerous person who under no circumstances could be allowed access to children. In analyzing the record of this US 
president it is similarly necessary for us, Republican or Democrat, to distance ourselves, and bear in mind historically that it had 
been an extremely tragic error that we had ever allowed a man of this low character to assume a position of higher responsibility 
than, say, some town’s dogcatcher or accountant.
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August 18, Tuesday: A British judge ruled that Benjamin Britten not be required to do non-combatant war work, 
overturning the ruling of May 28th.

A Japanese invasion force landed on Guadalcanal.
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The United States Congress for the first time enabled noncitizens to become US citizens even if they were 
refusing to swear to bear arms in the service of their new nation.

Friend John R. Kellam worked at the Friends’ Committee on National Legislation for the first year of its 
existence. At the time there were four staff members at the FCNL, including one part-time volunteer.34

There was a young Friend in the Washington DC Friends’ Meeting
at Florida Avenue named Milan Lambertson. I think he came from
Kansas. He had registered as a conscientious objector and he
hadn’t known anybody who was, so I knew how that was! I went
about three years alone after deciding how I felt about war and
to keep out of it. At least at first I was just keeping out of
the shooting end of it. Later on I became more thorough about
it. But he had come to the same general feeling that he just
couldn’t help in the killing and destruction of war. The trouble
was that his father was Congressman Lambertson of that state and
when his father learned about it, he was personally affronted
by any son of his who took such a draft dodging stand. He looked
at his son almost violently saying that, if his son persisted
in this, a congressman couldn’t run for dog catcher back home
with any chance of winning. Milan was plucky enough, so I believe
that he did tell his father that the whole family had been less
happy since his father had gone into politics than they ever
were before that. Life had changed since the move to Washington
particularly in ways that weren’t good for the whole family. So
he, Milan, wouldn’t be too sorry if his father couldn’t be
elected dog catcher anywhere! Well, Milan came under a lot of
pressure and he swerved from his determination just enough so
that with his father influencing he got his draft board to assign
him to 1AO, which means you are in the army but as an objector
to the combat. He was going to be a noncombatant. So he got sent
into a medical infirmary in the army down in Florida or it may
have been Georgia. He, being new, was put on the night shift.
In charge of the infirmary he had to pass out medications as
authorized even though he wasn’t a pharmacist. One night, he
wrote to me occasionally in the army, he had been whiling away
the time in the infirmary when everything was quiet learning how
to use the typewriter. He typed out various things like “Now is
the time for all good men to come to the aid of their party.”

1943

34. From my many conversations with Friend John, I am confident that he has never harbored any suspicion whatever, that the 
savagery with which he was treated by the draft system on account of his conscientious objection in being held in a maximum 
security prison incommunicado until considerably after the end of the war, was in any way connected with the fact that he was 
working during wartime, in Washington, for the FCNL, and publishing his Quaker witness against participation in war. (I offer this 
observation because I myself am not so unsuspicious as he.)

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

He found himself typing this phrase: “Yours are the hands that
heal the hands that go out to kill another man.” He was helping
the army to get people back into combat. It embarrassed him and
disgusted him. Seeing this on the typewriter paper showed him
that he had gone too far. He shouldn’t have allowed himself to
be sent into the army even for noncombatant duty. Knowing that
story from him in the letter had a strengthening effect. I was
very glad he wrote that.
He spent his whole life in the ministry after he was out of the
army. He had first one church and then another. He was assigned
to be a pastor in many churches. He had a family and he was
adequately supported. Not too many people in his congregations
differed with him to the point where it ever became much of an
issue anymore, so I was glad for that.

The worship group of Quakers that had been meeting monthly in the Social Room at the Duke University 
Divinity School in North Carolina would during this year become the Durham independent monthly meeting, 
organized as an independent monthly meeting under the sponsorship of the Friends Fellowship Council.

Clerks of Meeting
1943-1947 Edward K. Kraybill

1947-1948 William Van Hoy, Jr.

1949-1949 John de J. Pemberton, Jr.

1950-1951 Harry R. Stevens

1951-1952 John A. Barlow

1952-1957 Susan Gower Smith

1957-1960 Frances C. Jeffers

1960-1961 Cyrus M. Johnson

1961-1965 Peter H. Klopfer

1965-1967 Rebecca W. Fillmore

1967-1968 David Tillerson Smith

1968-1970 Ernest Albert Hartley

1970-1971 John Hunter

1971-1972 John Gamble
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1972-1974 Lyle B. Snider (2 terms)

1974-1975 Helen Gardella

1976-1978 Cheryl F. Junk

1978-1980 Alice S. Keighton

1980-1982 John B. Hunter

1982-1984 Edward M. Arnett

1984-1986 Calhoun D. Geiger

1986-1988 John P. Stratton

1988-1990 J. Robert Passmore

1990-1992 Karen Cole Stewart

1992-1995 Kathleen Davidson March

1995-1998 Nikki Vangsnes

1998-2000 Co-clerks J. Robert Passmore
& Karen Cole Stewart

2000-2002 Amy Brannock

2002-2002 Jamie Hysjulien (Acting)

2002-2005 William Thomas O’Connor

2005-2007 Terry Graedon

2007-2009 Anne Akwari

2009-2012 Joe Graedon

2012-2013 Marguerite Dingman

2013- Co-clerks Cathy Bridge & 
David Bridge
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Dr. David Tillerson Smith again was president of the North Carolina Tuberculosis Association.

Despite being a “birthright” Quaker and therefore, at least hypothetically, subject to the Peace Testimony of 
the Religious Society of Friends, Richard Milhous Nixon served as a reserve officer on active duty with the 
US Navy, building jungle airstrips in the South Pacific (his primary wartime activity seems, in retrospect, 
to have been playing poker, at which he must have been quite good since he would accumulate a significant 
“war chest” toward his subsequent California political aspirations).

Lew Ayres, the Hollywood actor who had in 1930 appeared in “All Quiet on the Western Front” (and at the 
end took a sniper bullet through his helmet, upon which butterflies alighted), registered as a conscientious 
objector. He was instantly fired by L.B. Mayer of MGM and wound up in a WWII labor camp. From there he 
would enter the Army as a noncombatant and serve more than three years in the medical corps — for repeated 
rescue of wounded soldiers he would receive 3 battle stars for courage under fire.
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Early in the year: John R. Kellam became a Quaker. 

At that point, there were only a few young American Quakers who were willing to hold with the Peace 
Testimony. In fact, for every one Quaker youth who was declaring himself to be a conscientious objector to 
war, there were nine other Quaker youths who were putting on one or another US military uniform! (Which is 
to say that in consideration of percentages, during the World War II period 89-91% of all eligible American 
Quaker males of draft age would be going into the US Armed Forces.)

I started meeting at Florida Avenue in the District of Columbia,
in September 1941, three months before Pearl Harbor. I was on
my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday evening at
about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor came over my
car radio. Only a few others arriving there had heard it.

–But what did it actually mean, in such a year as 1943, to be a Quaker and fully to live up to the obligations 
which that imposed? To provide you with some background on that sort of question, here is a statement that 
would be issued during that year, with London under heavy attack, by the London Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends:

Who would have thought
they’d sneak up on us?
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All thoughtful men and women are torn at heart by the present
situation. The savage momentum of war drags us all in its wake.
We desire a righteous peace. Yet to attain peace it is claimed
that, as Chungking, Rotterdam and Coventry were devastated, so
the Eder and Moehne dams must needs be destroyed and whole
districts of Hamburg obliterated. The people of Milan and Turin
demonstrate for peace but the bombing continues. War is
hardening our hearts. To preserve our sanity, we become
apathetic. In such an atmosphere no true peace can be framed;
yet before us we see months of increasing terror. Can those who
pay heed to moral laws, can those who follow Christ submit to
the plea that the only way is that demanded by military
necessity?
True peace involves freedom from tyranny and a generous
tolerance; conditions that are denied over a large part of
Europe and are not fulfilled in other parts of the world. But
true peace cannot be dictated, it can only be built in co-
operation between all peoples. None of us, no nation, no
citizen, is free from some responsibility for this situation
with its conflicting difficulties.
To the world in its confusion Christ came. Through him we know
that God dwells with men and that by turning from evil and living
in his spirit we may be led into his way of peace. That way of
peace is not to be found in any policy of “unconditional
surrender” by whomsoever demanded. It requires that men and
nations should recognise their common brotherhood, using the
weapons of integrity, reason, patience and love, never
acquiescing in the ways of the oppressor, always ready to suffer
with the oppressed. In every country there is a longing for
freedom from domination and war which men are striving to
express.

War Elegy XI
(The Internment, Waldport, Oregon; January, 1943)

by William Everson
To sunder the rock that is our day,
In the weak light
Under high fractured cliffs, 
We turn with our hands the raw granite;
We break it with iron.
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Under that edge it suffers reduction.
Harsh, dense and resistant,
The obdurate portions
Flaw and divide.

We wait suspended in time
Locked out of our lives we abide, we endure
Our temporal grievance diminished and slight
In the total awareness of what obtains,
Outside, in the bone-broken world.
Confronting encroachment the mind toughens and grows.
From this exigency both purpose and faith achieve coherence:
Such is our gain.
We perceive our place in the terrible pattern,
And temper with pity the fierce gall,
Hearing the sadness,
The loss and the utter desolation,
Howl at the heart of the world.

June: Over the Bay of Biscay, Junker Ju 88s shot down a scheduled passenger flight, British Overseas Airways 
Corporation Flight 777, a DC-3 with registration G-AGBB, resulting in 17 deaths including the actor Leslie 
Howard. It is possible that the Germans were acting on inaccurate information that British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill was aboard.

The first of the volunteer conscientious-objector smoke jumpers were assigned to a camp in Missoula, 
Montana.

September: The draft board was on the lookout for anything that would enable them not to classify Friend John R. 
Kellam as a 4E conscientious objector. But, it would seem, the draft board was not all of one mind:

They didn’t want to have a conscientious objector in their list.
This is when I saw, in Baltimore, John H. Skeen, at the hearing
in September 1943. He took notes all during this hearing and
then he sent me a copy of his notes, his own transcript of his
notes. He wouldn’t have been encouraged to do anything other
than what he was legally bound to do because they weren’t
supposed to give any registrant any more advantage against the

WORLD WAR II
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government than necessary.
WORLD WAR II
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October 23, Saturday: Friend John R. Kellam’s article “Can Pacifists Cooperate” was printed in The Friend, a bi-
weekly religious and literary journal published in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It is reproduced here from the 
issue of Tenth Month 28, 1943, Vol. 117, No. 9.35

CAN PACIFISTS COOPERATE?
By John Roderick Kellam

______
[click inside the square]

35. From my many conversations with Friend John, I am confident that he has never harbored any suspicion whatever, that the 
savagery with which he was treated by the draft system on account of his conscientious objection in being held in a maximum 
security prison incommunicado until considerably after the end of the war, was in any way connected with the fact that he was 
working during wartime, in Washington, for the FCNL, and publishing his Quaker witness against participation in war. (I offer this 
observation because I myself am not so unsuspicious as he.)
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November 16, Tuesday: Friend Bayard Rustin posted a letter of refusal to register to local draft board #63. As a 
recognized Quaker with religious scruples against war he was entitled to exemption as a conscientious 
objector, but refusing to register would be construed as tantamount to refusing to accept alternative service and 
he would be sentenced to three years in the federal Lewisburg Penitentiary.

A flight from Britain of 160 American bombers struck a hydro-electric power facility at Vermork in Norway 
that included a facility for the creation of heavy water. The raid had been at the insistence of General Leslie 
Groves, head of the Allied atomic bomb project at Los Alamos. The bombers hit the plant with but two of their 
bombs, killing 22 civilians. The Germans, however, shut down heavy water production and determined to 
relocate the project inside Germany, where it could be better defended. (The project would never get underway 
again, as the development of V-rockets and jet fighters would soak up all the German development funds.)

Invading Germans completed their conquest of Leros, capturing 8,850 British and Italians.

US Submarine Corvina, on the surface, was sunk near Truk by a Japanese submarine.

Japanese Minelayer Ukishima was sunk by submarine torpedo off Japan.

December 11, Saturday: Prelúdios for guitar by Heitor Villa-Lobos were performed for the initial time, in Montevideo.

New World a-Comin’ for piano and jazz ensemble by Duke Ellington was performed for the initial time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.

Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra appeared for his draft physical at local draft board #19 in Jersey City, New 
Jersey and informed the doctor that he feared crowds and elevators. The physician noted that he was four 
pounds underweight, and classified psychoneurosis. At birth, Old Blue Eyes had had a perforated left eardrum. 
Previous to this encounter with the draft, Sinatra had been representing himself to doctors as in perfect health 
with no mental or physical disabilities whatever. On December 17, 1940 he had testified that “To the best of 
my knowledge, I have no physical or mental defects or diseases.” On November 7, 1941 or slightly before, he 

WORLD WAR II
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had responded to “Do you have any physical defects of diseases?” with “No.” On October 22, 1943 he had 
responded to “5. What Physical or Mental Defects of Diseases Have You Had in the Past, if any?” with “No” 
and had responded to “6. Have you ever been treated at an institution, sanitarium or asylum?” with “No.” 
On the basis of the information available to him, Local Board Examining Physician A. Povalski had at that 
time found Francis Albert  Sinatra to have none of the defects listed as qualifying for exclusion from military 
service. However, at this point he was classified as 4F physically and/or mentally unavailable for military 
service, the diagnosis being “1. chronic perforation tympanium; 2. chronic mastoiditis.”36

In the World War II movie made from the 1951 novel FROM HERE TO ETERNITY, released in 1953, Frank would 
assume the role of a fuckheaded soldier, and on this basis he would win Hollywood acting awards.

December 12, Sunday: German Submarine U-172 was sunk by aircraft (VC-19) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), 
and destroyers Badger (DD-126), Dupont (DD-152), Clemson (DD-186), and Ingraham (DD-694) in the mid-
Atlantic, at 26 degrees 19 minutes North, 29 degrees 58 minutes West.

On 12th day of 12th month the Quaker monthly meeting in Durham, North Carolina was organized as an 
independent monthly meeting. During WWII, conscientious objectors who were serving in Civilian Public 
Service at Duke Hospital were attending the Meeting and honoring the Peace Testimony of the Religious 
Society of Friends, adding to its numbers and spiritual depth. In its early years, evening meetings for worship 
were held in various members’ homes, in the social room of Duke Divinity School, in York Chapel, and by 
1953 in the basement of Duke University Chapel. The first gathering for worship had been held on 14th day 
of 11th month 1937 in the home of Lieuetta and Elbert Russell because President William Preston Few of Duke 
University, in whose early history both Quakers and Methodists played an active role, had asked Dean Russell 
of the university’s Divinity School, as a Quaker, to reach out to other Friends among the faculty and students. 
Susan Gower Smith, medical researcher at the Medical Center, and her husband, David Tillerson Smith, 
professor of microbiology and pathology in the School of Medicine, had been present at that initial meeting. 
In 1955 Friends would move a small temporary building the Smiths had obtained for the Meeting to land it 
had purchased on Alexander Avenue, making First Day morning meetings for worship finally possible. 
The goal of having a permanent meetinghouse would materialize a year later with the dedication of the 1st 
brick meetinghouse on the 12th day of 9th month, 1956. The temporary building would then provide a place 
for First Day School, and later it would become the initial classroom of the Carolina Friends School Early 
School. The first permanent meetinghouse, as well as the survival of the Meeting itself, depended almost 
entirely on the faith, foresight, financial support, and sustaining presence of the Smiths. At that time there were 
only a dozen families involved in the Meeting and an average attendance of only twelve persons. Yet many 
concerns occupied the thoughts and time of the Meeting during its early years: the elimination of racial 
prejudice, the rehabilitation of prisoners in North Carolina, advocacy for the aged in the community, and aid 
to individuals in distress due to wars and physical displacement. Over time the meeting would grow, 
establishing connections with the world of Friends and witnessing to the surrounding community and wider 
world. On 14th day of 11th month 1954, the Meeting would join the North Carolina Yearly Meeting 
(Conservative), called conservative because Meetings in this Yearly Meeting were maintaining the original 
silent form of worship and other traditions of early Friends. With racial integration and the promotion of 
Quaker values their top priorities, Susan and David Smith, Martha and Peter Klopfer, and Chapel Hill Friends 
would in 1962 join together to form the Carolina Friends School Corporation, with the blessing of Durham and 
Chapel Hill Meetings. For the first couple of years Carolina Friends School classes would be held solely on 

36. It is clear that Sinatra was never any threat to our nation, even in wartime, since his behavior was motivated merely by 
opportunism and greed, and since he had not an idea in his head. Our nation therefore had no need to punish him for draft evasion.
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the Durham Friends Meeting campus. In 1966 the first grade would move to the Orange County campus on 
land provided by Martha and Peter Klopfer and Susan and David Smith. With a 2-room brick addition funded 
by the Smiths, the Early School complex would serve Carolina Friends School for more than 35 years before 
being removed to make way for the new meetinghouse. During 12th month 1968, Durham Friends Meeting 
and other meetings in the general area would meet in Durham to form what would become the Piedmont 
Friends Fellowship. The aim of this organization would be to deal with the special needs of unprogrammed 
meetings in this region, particularly regarding Friends’ response to the continued war in Vietnam. Active in 
draft counseling during the Vietnam War, the Meeting would in 1969 contribute to the establishment of Quaker 
House in Fayetteville and later its military counseling service and an unprogrammed meeting. The first 
resident directors there would be from the Meeting (two families presently in the Meeting have served as 
resident directors as well). In 1975 the Piedmont Friends Fellowship would become affiliated with Friends 
General Conference. Thus the Meeting would come to have connections with two branches of unprogrammed 
Friends, the Wilburite Friends through the Yearly Meeting and the Hicksite branch through the Piedmont 
Friends Fellowship and Friends General Conference (this is unusual among Conservative Friends). The 1980s 
would bring an increase in attendance, particularly in the number of families with children, and consequently 
a need for more adequate Early School and First Day School facilities. In 1987 members of Durham Meeting 
would begin a spiritual process of discernment and planning to meet these needs. In collaboration with 
Carolina Friends School, a new Early School building shared by First Day School would completed during 9th 
month 2001. After a long period of discernment, the Meeting would in 10th month 1993 approve a minute 
supporting same gender marriage by affirming the Light in all spiritual, emotional, and physical relationships 
between individuals that are characterized by love, support, growth, and sincerity and in which faith, hope, and 
truth abide. Further expanding its campus, the Meeting would during 6th month 2004 complete the new larger 
meetinghouse, ushering in a new period of growth. A few years later the restoration of the historic 
meetinghouse would be complete with a renovated kitchen to support a growing program for youth. Today 
there are 330 active members and attenders in the Meeting and 116 children and young people, who, with their 
families, have contributed to the Meeting’s growth and vibrancy in recent years. The Meeting’s many 
committees have become more active, and new ones, such as Earthcare Witness, have been added. Through 
all the years the Meeting has lent support to the Friends Committee on National Legislation and the American 
Friends Service Committee, both with financial contributions and the service of many meeting members as 
volunteers and staff. Two members of the Meeting served as Peace Education directors in the American 
Friends Service Committee’s Southeastern Region. In these ways and through the varied leadings of individual 
members and committees, the Meeting has remained faithful to the movement of Spirit, centering down 
together in the silence, and seeking guidance from the Light within.
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December 23, Thursday: On this day a 4-month work strike by 23 conscientious objectors resulted in the ending of 
racial segregation at Danbury Federal Prison.

(Wasn’t this nice: our boys had found something worthwhile to do during their long confinement!)
As part of Task Group 21.41 on convoy escort duty in the North Atlantic, the 4-stack destroyer USS Leary was 
struck on the starboard side with a new thingie, a GNAT acoustic torpedo from the U-boat U275. (Every year 
we find a new way to kill you.) The new thingie took out the ship’s after engine room and the men on duty 
there died instantly. The destroyer listed to 20 degrees and began to wallow helplessly. Then it exploded and 
of course went right down. Commander James Kayes and 96 others died. Some floaters were retrieved by the 
destroyer USS Schenck. Let’s hope they had a Merry Christmas.

Also, on this day, we gave up on the US submarine Corvina (SS-226) and reported it as having sunk, 
somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.

Japanese naval vessels sunk:

• Submarine I-39, by destroyer escort Griswold (DE-7), Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees 
23 minutes South, 160 degrees 9 minutes East

• Gunboat Nanyo, by aircraft (location unknown)

OHNE MICH!

WORLD WAR II
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December 31, Friday: Concerto for violin and orchestra no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, 
in Boston.

Stalin formed the National Home Council from the Polish Workers Party, led by Boleslaw Bierut.

In reprisal for anti-German activities in Karpiowka, Poland, 59 villagers were locked in a granary and the 
building was torched.

Argentina banned all political parties.

Crooner Frank Sinatra, who had earlier in the month been classified by Local Board Examining Physician 
A. Povalski at draft board #19 in Jersey City NJ as “4F”  physically and/or mentally unavailable for military 
service on account of his “1. chronic perforation tympanium; 2. chronic mastoiditis,” wowed them at the 
Paramount Theater in New-York’s Times Square.

Naval aircraft from Attu in the Aleutian Islands bombed the Paramushiro- Shimushu area of the Kurile Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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Freudian psychiatrists had been encouraging World War II veterans to “abreact” traumatic memories while 
under sodium Pentothal or hypnosis. One soldier was able to act out the entire battle of Iwo Jima even though 
he had never been outside the continental USA! In this sort of intellectual climate in this year, a prison 
psychologist (not psychiatrist) named Robert M. Lindner was able to achieve some sort of standing for himself 
with a book entitled REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE, a book of case studies which would be made into a film in 
1955, scripted first for Marlon Brando but finally recast for James Dean. In this book was Dr. Lindner’s 
account of how he had successfully “regressed” a “criminal psychopath” to the age of six months, and gotten 
him to “remember” that he had been traumatized by witnessing his parents in the act of sexual congress. (Later 
he would describe the treatment of a man who believed himself to be from outer space, as in the Kevin Spacey 
movie “Kpak.” Nowadays, of course, any mental health professional having any pretense to respectability 
would fall over backwards, distancing himself or herself from such claims made on behalf of their profession. 
While in the maximum security federal prison for refusing draft induction, John R. Kellam would have 
opportunity to observe the loose manner in which Dr. Lindner was conducting his profession, and would 
consider it to be particularly revealing when this psychologist took an opportunity to characterize the historical 
Jesus to him, as having been a epileptic “simpering pseudo-mystic.”)

1944
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Lyndon LaRouche, Jr. had at first during World War II been a “CO” or Conscientious Objector, but at this point 
he enlisted. He would serve in US Army medical units in India and Burma.

At a dinner sponsored by the War Resisters League, Milton Sanford Mayer, although a conscientious objector, 
denied that this amounted to being a “pacifist.” He would promote the need for a moral revolution of anti-
materialism in his regular monthly column in the Progressive, a column he would continue for the remainder 
of his life.

Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s THE STEEP ASCENT.

In the war stories told by Joseph R. McCarthy, he had flown 14 bombing runs over enemy territory. That must 
have been so brave.

UNAMERICANISM
MCCARTHYISM
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March: Although Friend Bayard Rustin, as an accredited member of the Religious Society of Friends and adherent of 
the Society’s peace testimony, was entitled to do alternative service as a conscientious objector rather than 
serve in the uniformed armed services, he found himself unable to accept alternative service because so many 
young men, not members of a recognized peace church, were receiving harsh prison sentences for refusing to 
be drafted. He was therefore found guilty of violating the Selective Service Act and sentenced to three years 
in the federal penitentiary at Ashland, Kentucky.

(While under incarceration, he would of course set about to resist the culture of prison racial segregation.)

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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June 24, Saturday: Some imprisoned American conscientious objectors “volunteered” as human guinea pigs for 
experiments with influenza and pneumonia.

The 6,780-ton Tamahoko Maru was part of a convoy sailing towards Japan, and its cargo holds contained 700 
Australian, British, and American POWs. On the main hatch cover, 80 of the prisoners were asleep. At night, 
with the lights of the shore of Japan in sight, another ship in the convoy, close by the Tamahoko Maru, was 
torpedoed by the USS Tang and exploded.

When this nearby ship exploded, a gaping hole appeared in the side of the Tamahoko Maru and water poured 
in. 560 of the POWs died. Of the POWs asleep on the hatch cover, not one survived. Some of the POWs, able 
to abandon ship, would be collected from the water by a Japanese whale-chaser — and taken to Nagasaki to 
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experience an entirely different sort of death.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

Aircraft from carrier task groups (Rear Admirals J.J. Clark and A.E. Montgomery) struck Japanese airfields 
and facilities on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Pagan Island in the Marianas.

United States naval vessel sunk:

• PT-193, damaged by grounding, western New Guinea area, 0 degrees 55 minutes South, 
134 degrees 52 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

Japanese submarine sunk:

• Submarine I-52, by aircraft (VC-69) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), Atlantic area, 15 degrees 
16 minutes North, 39 degrees 55 minutes West

July: During this month an international conference was taking place in really nice bucolic posh surroundings in 
Bretton Woods NH. The name “Bretton Woods” is now commonly assigned to this United Nations Monetary 
and Financial Conference that would result in the creation of the International Monetary Fund to promote 
international monetary cooperation, and in the creation of the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. By December 1945 the required number of governments would ratify the treaties creating the 
two organizations, and by Summer 1946 they would begin operation. John R. Kellam, however, comments as 
follows:

The Breton Woods Conference resulted in a United Nations Charter
providing (as the US demanded) for a tri-cameral legislative
body, so that representation of states, of national populations,
and of five principal victor nations, would give any one of the
latter group an absolute veto power over UN decisions. Thus,
again, the self-defeating feature of the old League of Nations
was preserved so that the collective wisdom of the world could
be reduced to an effete “debating society” to be completely
disregarded if the 5-member Security Council was not in
unanimous support of their recommendations. –And for such a
result did an obscene number of young men get coerced by the
governments of their many nations to kill, injure, and cripple
each other in body, mind, and spirit, and many millions of
innocent civilians get attacked on every scale from sniper

WORLD WAR II
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murder up to organized genocide.

August 30, Wednesday: The German army withdrew from Bulgaria.

The US submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on the east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands

John R. Kellam and Agnes Carol Zens, a Washington secretary he had met at the Friends meeting three years 
earlier, were wed. Shortly after the wedding, the couple would relocate to Toledo, Ohio, where John, who had 
been doing city planning for the state of Maryland, had been hired as a city planner.

WORLD WAR II

WORLD WAR II
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October: While Friend John R. Kellam was working at city planning in Toledo, Ohio, the draft board there “didn’t 
want any CO to be on their record.”
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So they reclassified me to 1A.

150 American POWs who were constructing an airfield on the island of Palawan in the Philippines for the 
Japanese heard an air-raid alarm and were herded by their guards into an underground shelter. It was a trick 
and the guards poured gasoline down. 142 were either burned to death or shot as they tried to climb out 
(8 managed to sneak out a door at the rear and get away).

1A
WORLD WAR II

WORLD WAR II
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December 24, Sunday, Christmas Eve: Friend John R. Kellam was arrested by the FBI and charged with violation of 
the 1940 Selective Service Act, to wit draft refusal.

On September 5th a unit of Belgian Maquis had attacked a German unit near the village of Banda, killing three 
soldiers. A couple of days later, American troops had arrived in the area, and the Germans had retreated. At 
this point during the German offensive in the Ardennes, the village of Banda was retaken, and a unit of the 
German SD (Sicherheitsdienst) set about arresting all men in the village. They were questioned about the 
events of September 5th and then lined up in front of the local cafe.

One by one, some 20 men were led to the cellar door and shot in the neck, and their bodies kicked down the 
cellar steps. When it came the turn of 21-year-old Leon Praile, he made a run for it and, with bullets ricocheting 
around him, managed to escape unscathed into the woods. The execution process then continued until the 
remainder of the 34 men had been killed and their bodies shoved down into that basement. On January 10, 
1945, when the village of Bande would be liberated by British troops, the massacre would be investigated. 
A War Crimes Court would be set up in Belgium during December 1944. One member of the execution squad 
would be identified as having been a German-speaking Swiss national by the name of Ernst Haldiman who 
had joined the SS in France on November 15, 1942 and become a member of the #8 SS Commando for Special 
Duties. This man Haldiman would be arrested in Switzerland after the war and would go to trial before a Swiss 
Army Court. On April 28,1948, he would be sentenced to 20 years in prison. He would be released on parole 
on June 27, 1960 — the only member of that SS Commando that has so far been brought to trial.

On this Christmas Eve, Captain Limbor’s 11,509-ton Belgian troopship SS Leopoldville was carrying US 
soldiers across the English Channel to France, a trip it had already made 24 times. This trip it contained 2,235 
men of the US 64th Infantry Regiment of the US 66th Infantry Division, which had left New York on 
November 14th. These soldiers had orders to relieve the 94th Division at the “Battle of the Bulge.” When the 
ship was about 5 miles from Cherbourg, however, Oberleutnant Gerhard Meyer’s U486 intercepted their plans 
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with a torpedo.

The exact number of deaths is not known due to the vessel’s hurried departure at 9AM from Pier 38 at 
Southampton and due to the unorganized nature of the boarding procedures. No life jackets had been issued 
and the water of the Channel was at 48 degrees. Most of the Leopoldville’s crew were blacks from the Belgian 
Congo and they managed to take off the lifeboats for themselves, leaving the troops on board to sink or swim. 
The official story –and they’re sticking with it– is that 763 died. This ship’s skipper was the only officer lost. 
The floaters who were still alive in the chilling water were rescued by the escort destroyer HMS Brilliant and 
transferred to the St. Nazaire/Lorient area, but 493 of the corpses would never be found, and presumably stayed 
inside the hull. (When U486 was struck by a torpedo from the British destroyer HMS Tapir on April 12, 1945 
northwest of Bergen, its crew of 48 died. The wreck of the Leopoldville lies on its port side in 180 feet of water 
in an area presently used for the testing of nuclear submarines, in a good state of preservation. The Allies 
would cover up this sinking for half a century, families being informed merely that their men were “Killed in 
Action,” but now Britain has declassified the files relating to the sinking. A memorial to the Leopoldville was 
dedicated on November 7, 1997 at Sacrifice Field at Fort Benning GA.)37

37. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable 
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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American forces had been so severely depleted by casualties and prisoners during the “Battle of the Bulge” 
that it had run low on white men as foot soldier replacements. Because of this, General Dwight David 
Eisenhower began to recruit replacements from among the ranks of the negro labor battalions. These black 
fighters were placed in special segregated 50-man “fifth platoons” led by white officers. There would be 52 
such “fifth platoons” formed. The first such unit would reach the front lines on March 12, 1945, at Remagen. 
All such Negro units would be disbanded at the end of the war, and none would be permitted to march in the 
victory parades down the streets of American cities.

Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded air strips and other enemy 
installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands:

• Transport #8, by naval gunfire, 25 degrees 10 minutes North, 141 degrees 0 minutes East
• Transport #157, by naval gunfire, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes East

WORLD WAR II
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During World War II, it had become the regular custom for American servicemen to wear wedding bands, to 
remind them of their wives back home waiting for their return.

Milton Sanford Mayer, who had been a World War II conscientious objector, and Bertha Tepper Mayer, got 
divorced (there were two daughters).

When, at the end of World War II, some British members of the Religious Society of Friends went to 
Buckingham Palace seeking an audience with King George VI, the monarch inquired who these people were. 
Informed that they were Quakers, he allegedly responded “Oh, I didn’t know that there were any of them left.”

Dr. Elbert Russell spent the year teaching at Guilford College.

Friend Rosalind Gower Smith graduated from Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.

Rebelling against their 79-hour work week, some of the Conscientious Objectors serving as attendants at the 
Eastern State Mental Hospital in Williamsburg, Virginia refused to report for duty. After extensive 
negotiations the American Friends Service Committee sent more attendants to the hospital and their work 
week was pared down to a minimum of 60 hours.

During WWII 46 alumni of the Moses Brown School in Providence, Rhode Island had been killed. (Is there a 
monument to honor their war dead, anywhere on this supposedly-Quaker campus?)

The legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts revoked the Edict of Banishment which had been 
enacted against Mistress Anne Hutchinson and authorized $12,000.00 to erect a bronze in the memory of the 
missionary martyr, Friend Mary Dyer (the statue would actually depict Friend Nancy St. John, wife of the 
Headmaster of the Moses Brown School). In downtown Boston Nancy now faces the bronze of Mistress 
Hutchinson.38

1945

MARY DYER
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January: After one night in the Cleveland jail, and after awaiting trial for awhile in the damp, dark Toledo jail,39 draft 
refuser John R. Kellam prepared for his big day in court. He was to have been represented by local attorney 
Arthur Kline, but this lawyer had counseled his client in advance that, for reasons of personal advancement, 
no local attorney would be able to represent a draft evader in any proper and vigorous manner before the court. 
Due to the political climate, this would be too dangerous for the defense attorney. Therefore John was obliged 
to represent himself, without benefit of in-court counsel and representation.40 He was tried before Judge 
Klobe, was convicted, was sentenced to the maximum five years, plus a fine of a thousand dollars (the judge’s 
opinion was that this was the most egregious case he had ever heard), and was packed off to a minimum-
security prison in Milan, Michigan, where the warden, Mr. Lemuel F. Fox, was also the chairperson of the 
prison draft board:

The last draft board that ever considered me reclassified me
correctly in 4-E, as a conscientious objector — at last! I never
met any of them, but they were the three top officers in the
Milan, Michigan, minimum security prison that I went to first

38. In 1865, a paradigmatic old-school dead-white-male thingie in honor of Horace Mann, sculpted by Emma Stebens, had been 
positioned on the State House grounds, and so these new bronzes in honor of Mistress Anne Hutchinson and Friend Mary Dyer were 
in this era positioned in such a manner as to outflank that old erection — a positioning which has given rise to the idea that the one 
bronze might be adorned with the so-Mannly locution “You have stepped out of your place, you have rather been a husband than a 
wife,” the other with the so-Mannly locution “My life not availeth me in comparison to the liberty of truth.”
39. While an inmate in the Toledo jail awaiting trial for draft refusal, John met an man with brain damage due to the grand mal 
seizures of his epilepsy: “Nobody was spending a dime more for electrical energy than they could get away with. The food was 
horrible and everything was as bad as you would expect in the middle ages. People visiting couldn’t even see the inmates through 
all the dark screening and hardware cloths and dense black, that old screening with tiny holes in those screens — I don’t think a flea 
could have gotten through there. I got up early one morning and I heard a fellow grumbling and moaning and I thought the fellow 
was sick or something. So before I could inquire, at the risk of waking up other inmates, I heard him say, ‘How come some folks 
neva goes to jail and others allus lands in jail? That’s me.’
Then there was a silent period and a deep sigh and I heard the same voice saying, ‘If I would of knew what I know now I wouldn’t 
of did what I done.’
Well, I wondered how he had gotten himself into jail. It didn’t seem as if he had enough intellect to pull off any caper that was clever. 
So I visited him later in the day and we got to talking. I said, ‘Everybody in here is different and in for a completely different kind 
of a thing.’
I told him what I was in there for. 
‘Oh, geez,’ he said, ‘that’s tough.’
He recognized that I was in there for trying to be good. He said,
‘I’m not very smart. I thought I could make some dollar bills and pass ‘em off. I never had a good job but this might get me a few 
bucks.’
So he was counterfeiting currency but he didn’t have plates that were worth anything and I don’t know what kind of pictures he was 
drawing to try to make them look like dollar bills, but it was, I gathered, a very crude job of counterfeiting. He didn’t have any real 
plates to print from, they didn’t have very good machines in those days, but then I didn’t see any of his work! But he never got 
started more than a few days before he’d get grabbed. And it had happened repeatedly. 
‘I’ve been spending half my life in places like this. I don’t even get started before they grab me.’
Apparently he just wasn’t smart enough to get by with any quantity at all before he’d get caught.”
40. A study of this period in our history should begin with Sibley, Mulford Q. and Philip E. Jacob, CONSCRIPTION OF CONSCIENCE: 
THE AMERICAN STATE AND THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR, 1940-1947 (Ithaca NY: Cornell UP, 1952).

WORLD WAR II

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

from Toledo, just north of Detroit, maybe fifty or sixty miles
north of Toledo.
I wasn’t willing to do war work in their shop and their jobs
were all geared to the war effort and any inmate was
interchangeable at the will of the administration of the prison
from one job to another. Even if I were only a janitor, or was
in the kitchen, I’d be replacing someone who was in the shops
to do war work. They tried to find some kind of work that I might
find acceptable and maybe even interesting — something that
wouldn’t appear to be connected too closely to the war effort
that all prison shops were engaged in. But this
interchangeability of inmates meant that I was in an
organization where everyone possible was supposed to be in war
work and whatever I did, somebody else wouldn’t be needed for
because I was doing it. So it just became quite obvious to me
that I could not accept any kind of occupational duty in that
institution or in any prison, for that matter. If I could do war
work, I might as well do it in the army! I was there because I
wouldn’t! Ha-ha-ha! Well, and they couldn’t get me out of there
to go into Civilian Public Service for the same reason, that I
would feel wrongfully engaged in any CPS camp run by churches,
by government or anybody at all as part of the whole war system.
I didn’t belong in the war system in any capacity whatsoever.
Any job considered essential during that time would be helping
to kill people.
Lee Stern was a very tender soul, and he and I had some very
nice conversations. While we were talking one time, a big
cockroach came across the floor and I stepped over there and
raised my foot. Lee Stern said, “Oh, please!” 
I put my foot down and looked at him and I said, “Well, what do
you think we should do with this cockroach? In view of their
spreading disease like crazy —”
His answer was, “Well, we could play with him.” 
He didn’t want any living thing to be destroyed. I had never
given a second thought to it. But he had an extremely
thoroughgoing respect for every kind of life....
Dr. Henry Hitt Crane was a minister in Detroit, Michigan. He had
heard there were a bunch of COs at Milan. He had a great big
church and he was well known as a powerful minister. He decided
one time that he’d go and see what COs they had in that prison
at Milan — it wasn’t too far from Detroit — and see what he could
do to be of service to those inmates. Also he’d see how the
officers in charge were doing about COs. So he wrote to the
bureau of prisons saying that he was going to drive over to
Milan, Michigan, and talk to all the COs they had there. A slow
letter came a week or two later that if you desire to visit the
prison, you first have to make application on the required forms
and we will consult the bureau’s head office in Washington to
see if you would be allowed to do this. Well, he fired back a
letter saying that he was not to be told by them what he could
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and could not do. 
“I’m telling you that I’m going to do it on that date. Please
be ready.”
He said that he would want to meet with all of the COs there,
assembled together in whatever conference room would be
available. He gave the time of his expected arrival. Well,
whatever flurry of correspondence there was within the bureau
of prisons, he was told that they would be ready for him to come.
They gave him the red carpet treatment. They set up a conference
room and they gave him a list of the COs that they had and with
a few exceptions he could have them all come.... I was in that
conference and Dr. Crane learned a lot about all the COs, what
their various statuses were and where their families were. He
got a lot of addresses and he wrote letters to families who were
close enough to visit and others who were not close enough to
visit. He was very friendly and serviceable. As for Corbett
Bishop, he had to go up to Corbett’s hospital cell where he was
being force-fed through the tube. Corbett later told me about
this Dr. Crane. It was just before Corbett went into not
functioning to take care of his own output. But he was just about
ready to do that. Dr. Crane asked him how soon this was likely
to happen. Well, Corbett said it might be a few hours, it might
be a few days, he didn’t know yet. 
“Whenever the spirit leads me I’m going to follow the spirit,”
said Corbett. Then he lapsed into his Alabama accent and he said, 
“As a matter of fact, my back teeth are floating right now!”

Well, before long Corbett and I were in close proximity,
separated by just maybe one vacant cell between, and I got kind
of acquainted with him after I’d been taken down to that hospital
during a fast. Locked in cells, we never did get to see each
other’s faces.
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I could not reach a shower, so I was taken by wheelchair to the
one near a ward room, and set on a chair within the curtain.
After I got soaked, the water turned suddenly scalding hot as
someone turned the cold valve shut. I heard my voice ring out
once before my feet lifted to the wall and propelled me and the
curtain out backward to the open tiled floor. One or more inmates
were being yelled at by a supervisor. I got towelled dry, and
was not put into the shower stall again. A practical joke,
probably.41
I got into the fast shortly after a prison censor had taken
offense at some of the things I wrote to my wife who was still
living in Toledo before moving to Washington DC, back home to
live with her mother some more. After Roosevelt died I wrote to
Carol saying a number of things I had respected him for as he
did whatever he could to get this country out of the awful
depression. I didn’t know yet that he had made things a lot worse
deliberately during Hoover’s lame duck days, after the election
and before the March 4th inauguration. It wasn’t January 20th
then. It was March 4th and that was a pretty long time in which
Roosevelt and his banking friends did some maneuvers that got
the country into worse condition so that this charging knight
in armor could come in and save the whole country from the
“Hoover depression.” What he did was to adopt a lot of the

policies that Hoover had tried to get Congress to help with, but
they wouldn’t do it for him. But they did it right away for
Roosevelt. Anyway, Roosevelt used ruses in getting this country
into the shooting war by plotting with Churchill, since before
Churchill was prime minister, using the heads of state code both
ways; he gave that privilege to Churchill when he shouldn’t
have. And he was figuring out how best to induce Japan to attack

41. The last time I saw Corbett Bishop was in Washington. He came to the FCNL office in order to tell me that he was out and he 
wasn’t likely to have any more trouble from Selective Service because they had washed their hands of him and he was too old for 
them to be interested in him anymore. They’d harassed him enough so they were satisfied. Cat and mouse harassment. And climbing 
around on his shoulders was a great big raccoon. He was on a chain leash and was thoroughly domesticated and was interested in 
meeting other people, anybody that Corbett was willing to have him meet was fine with him! Ha-ha-ha! It was wonderful getting 
acquainted with an animal that was different than I’d ever known before. Later on, oh maybe five or so years after that meeting, 
I learned that Corbett Bishop was dead. Some kind of a quarrel had happened and somebody down in Alabama had been offended 
by somebody else and in the melee Corbett was mortally injured.
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us in some outpost or other, like Guam or the Philippines or
some other island base, not dreaming that Japan could come as
far as past Midway and all the way down to Honolulu with the big
attack.
Well, there was a code clerk in the London embassy under John
F. Kennedy’s father, Ambassador Joseph Patrick Kennedy. This
code clerk, Tyler Kent, felt resentful of the perfidious nature
of these communications between Roosevelt and Churchill about
how to get Japan to mount some kind of an attack on us. They
figured out how to do it together, by building up the US trade
with Japan over a year and a half of time so that Japan would
have about 90% of all its foreign trade with us, the United
States. And that would balance an unusually large proportion,
around 10%, of all our foreign trade. Previously, Japan had much
less of its foreign trade with us. A necessary balance of
currency could be maintained. We could get Japan heavily
dependent on us, without our becoming too heavily involved with
Japan. Then, all of that trade could be shut off suddenly, like
turning a faucet quickly enough to cause a water hammer in the
pipes. Japan’s economy could receive a very serious jolt,
insulting them for their tripartite link with Germany and Italy,
bringing up revengeful reactions. Hopefully, this would provoke
them to retaliate by some military attack, probably on a minor
outpost of the US in the western Pacific. Then, with public
approval, Congress could be persuaded to declare war on Japan,
and in short order FDR expected a quick victory to take Japan
out of the “axis powers.” But, more immediately, our declaration
would obligate Germany and Italy to declare war on us which is
exactly what Roosevelt and Churchill wanted. Until that
happened, any US declaration against Germany would be too hard
to win from Congress. We couldn’t do more than be a mere supplier
of weapons and war materials in convoys to Britain. And at the
same time Roosevelt was assuring the parents of young Americans
that they would not be sent to fight in foreign wars, “except
in case of attack.” Tyler Kent was incensed at this secret
deception in direct violation of the American public’s strong
desire to stay out of war. A powerful determination arose in
him, by hindsight somewhat recklessly, to see if he could “blow
the whistle” on Franklin Roosevelt.
Tyler arranged that, on his annual stateside furlough, he would
be seeing the chairman, Tom Connolly, of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Senate. They were the leaders for setting
foreign policy for the United States which the State Department,
under the president, would be implementing. That’s the way
things were in those days. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee did have that power to design our foreign policies.
So this young coding clerk thought this was the most perfidious
thing he could imagine happening, worse than anything he’d ever
heard of. He resented having to translate through the codes
machine, the messages both ways between these two leaders. He
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could easily understand that Churchill was loyally defending his
own homeland from Hitler’s forces by every possible means, fair
or foul, as his proper duty. But FDR was deceiving all America
against this nation’s determination to stay isolated from direct
military action far away from the Western Hemisphere and our
homeland. Therefore, Tyler considered one of these leaders
corrupt and infuriating. He assumed, mistakenly, that Connolly
would not have been informed about Roosevelt’s crooked deal with
Churchill.
So, Connolly blew the whistle back at Tyler Kent. He told
Roosevelt about it. Roosevelt told Churchill that he wanted Kent
arrested and tried in secret by a British tribunal and sent away
long enough so that the war would probably be over before he
ever saw daylight again outside that prison. So he was secretly
tried and sentenced to prison on the Isle of Wight for seven
years. He did about five years of his sentence. Tyler’s mother,
Mrs. Anne H.P. Kent, noticed that the publicity about it was
squelched in the American press almost as soon as it began in
June 1940, and was distraught and wanted to get her son out of
that British prison and brought over to this side because, as
an embassy employee, he was supposed to have immunity under
British law. If he did anything that violated British law, he
was supposed to be brought over here and tried in our courts for
it. After all, we were buddies with Britain! But she wanted him
tried in open court so that his reasons for doing what he did,
even without statutory protection for whistleblowers, could be
exposed. He had a conscientious reason for doing what he was
doing. Well, Roosevelt and Churchill weren’t going to allow
that. She came, Tyler Kent’s mother, to the Florida Avenue
(Quaker) Meetinghouse to a specially called meeting sometime in
1942, to see if there was anybody there —she’d been meeting with
various church groups all around the Washington area— anybody
there who might have an idea on how she could get her son tried
as he should have been under American law in open court. This
is supposed to be a democracy and she thought it could be a
democracy even in wartime. Of course what she didn’t realize was
that it wasn’t one. The people are supposed to believe that they
are still in one, but as a practical matter, when the chips are
down, there isn’t any such thing in America. It’s a
conversational democracy. That’s about all it can be during the
war effort.
We got the whole story of how Mrs. Kent’s son had gotten into
this terrible trouble and how he had been betrayed and how
Roosevelt had been so perfidious, plotting to get us into war
and at the same time assuring every American parent that he
wasn’t going to send their sons into any foreign war, “except
in case of attack.” He gave himself that little out, while he
was arranging for us to be attacked. He was calculating how to
get Japan to do it. Well, when foreign trade with Japan between
July 1941 and September 1941 went from a bustling trade to a
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tiny trickle within just two months, that threw the Japanese
empire’s whole financial system into such a chaos that they
suddenly had only about 10% of their world trade left and they
had a war in China to feed with it. So they felt that we had
been pretty sneaky. Japanese concepts of revenge were strong.
So they outdid themselves by sinking so many of our ships at
Pearl Harbor. They had phenomenal luck, and the Americans not
dreaming that anything like that could be done by Japan, didn’t
defend. They didn’t really keep track, although there was some
important information from decoded Japanese messages that
Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Lieutenant General Walter Short
were sacrificed for not using. Naturally, they were
underinformed about those intercepted messages indicating the
preparations for the attack.
The FBI had a perfectly easy job to get me convicted. They didn’t
have to lift a finger outside of the truth. I’d signed the whole
statement acknowledging what I’d refused to do when they’d
offered me the oath of induction into the army and they knew
before that, it was on the record on file. My whole Selective
Service file was full of it. I knew exactly who and what I was
and they’d even interviewed a whole lot of people about me and
found out that it was all hanging together. So, my having
admitted exactly what I did and setting things straight in
context in an order of time, they didn’t have to lie in court,
under oath to the judge in order to win their case. It wasn’t
their case anyway. Selective Service was insulted by my behavior
in refusing. 

So, I began to wonder seriously about the FBI. Judge Klobe had
an animus. He had one week earlier been bawled out in his own
courtroom, before he could stop the guy, by a Jehovah’s Witness
person who didn’t claim to be conscientiously opposed to all
war. Let the war of Armageddon come around and he would have
been the best warrior in the world! But he was a minister of the
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Gospel and therefore, by law, he claimed to be exempt from the
draft. But all of Jehovah’s Witnesses are ministers, even their
kids. So the government wasn’t having any of what sounded like
nonsense. Anyway Judge Klobe was still smarting from that
incident. He didn’t let me open my mouth for one word. When he
and his prosecutors had scared out my attorney who was all
prepared to defend me as well as possible in court — the
attorney, by the way, was the chairman of the Toledo City
Planning Commission, and he liked my work! — I was getting nicely
settled in the job, assistant city planning engineer. He thought
that my work was fine. They were very dismayed when the draft
caught up with me and sent me to Cleveland and I had to refuse.
I’d given them as much warning of it as I could. 
Arthur Kline was his name, the attorney who was there to defend
me. But through the court system, the federal court system
there, they said that if he tried to defend this draft dodger,
they’d see to it that he got mighty few bits of lawyering to do
in Toledo anymore. And he knew they could do it so he called me
to let me know that he had his law practice to defend. So I went
to my boss, the city planning engineer, the head of the staff,
and I told him what Arthur Kline had said. 
“Well,” he said, “Arthur has been a close friend of mine for all
the years I’ve been in this job, maybe a dozen years, and I think
he should keep on being the man of principle I always thought
he was. Don’t you let him off the hook! He doesn’t have an
ethical right to abandon you just because he’s been threatened
by some monsters in prosecution uniforms.”
So he wanted his very good friend to be held to his duty for me.
But I didn’t feel all right about that. I was very appreciative
of Arthur Kline’s willingness to defend me. He was one of the
better known lawyers in town. When I couldn’t have him and I had
no way of finding anybody else, I didn’t want to hang him with
all that kind of responsibility that had been ripped away from
him really by some ruthless people who were in a position to
know better about ethics and law.
I had two very long fasting periods. One was after communication
had been cut off and no more mail could go between me and Carol
unless I agreed to write about only what the prison authorities
would approve of. I was force-fed for some time, just as Corbett
Bishop was. The gunk that they poured into us was extremely
constipating. So there were some trials involved in that. He was
either released or transferred out of there so I didn’t see him
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anymore. Then I was ultimately transferred to Lewisburg because

Milan didn’t want to monkey with me anymore. Ha-ha! I was a
pretty strange egg in Milan. They considered me a bad influence
because the whole population knew that there was a guy who wasn’t
working and he’s not eating, that they’re force feeding him, and
that kind of thing gets mentioned all over the place because
there were inmate orderlies even in that section of Milan. So
they thought as long as I was there, I wasn’t a very good
influence on the population that had all kinds of speculations
about me and about the officials’ frustration over me. For a
while, I was getting some scuttlebutt out of inmates saying that
I was likely to be sent to Leavenworth or to some extreme medical
center near there in the midwest, from which I might never emerge
alive. Those were the inmate rumors. Of course inmate rumors are
sometimes on the button and sometimes very wild mythology. I had
to accept all of it with that kind of a grain of salt.
I mentioned a chess player, a former Navy petty officer. There
was another chess player I found who was very interesting.
I think his name was Gruber, or perhaps Grober. He was a man
from New York City, I forget what borough he came from, but I
think he got into federal prison for tax evasion. There were a
number of people who were white collar criminals and sometimes
they claimed, maybe correctly, that their accountants had gotten
them into such trouble. Sometimes they hired crooked accountants
so they could take those chances and lost. Well, Mr. Gruber had
another problem and that’s why I met him in the hospital at
Lewisburg. He had multiple sclerosis. He was in a wheelchair but
he sometimes walked very uncertainly on a couple of canes. They
didn’t have the elbow canes yet in those days so he was in danger
of falling on the hard terrazzo floors. He usually stayed in his
wheelchair whenever he had to go more than just a very few steps.
He played chess with others. He was an intellectual who failed
to get a real education. He only had business training for
whatever business he had been in. It might have been wholesaling
of some sort. I can’t remember any thing more specific than that.
He thought he’d gotten multiple sclerosis from somebody, a woman
that he had had an affair with —the one and only time, he said,
that he had ever cheated on his wife— and he found out later
that that woman had MS and hadn’t told him or maybe didn’t know
it but anyway he got it. After a few years of its incubation it
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hit him so he was going to be downhill sooner or later. It might
in some cases take three or four years and in some cases it might
be ten or fifteen years. So he certainly rued the day when he
did a little cheating on the side.
I have from my files a letter that I wrote to Carol two months
after I arrived in Milan, Michigan. “My Dearest Cary, This
handwriting will be a bit worse than my usual because of having
sprained my right thumb catching a softball on the roof
yesterday afternoon. Perhaps I’ll be able to make this legible
holding the pencil between two fingers and going slowly.” Then
this next letter looks quite a bit different, because I had
broken the end phalange of the thumb of my right hand, catching
a ball up on the roof of the cellblock during recreation.
I reached up to get the ball and it somehow hit the end of my
thumb and bent it backward. So it wasn’t just a sprain. The end
bone was broken, and so I had to have my thumb put way back as
far as it would go so that the bone fragments would be together
and then cast in there. So with my hand in that kind of a cast,
I couldn’t write, so I had to write with my left hand. I did
that for six weeks. After the six weeks when my hand could come
out of its shell, my thumb was still very straight and I could
not bend it very much and I couldn’t even hold a pen for a while.
I tried to write another letter with my left hand and it
wouldn’t! It seemed to have a will of its own, as if saying,
Well, now you’ve got the right thumb out of its cast and you’ll
have to go back to it because I’m tired! Ha-ha! So even though
it was a great strain at first, I had to write the next letter
with my right hand, even though it was so stiff and unhandy! But
Carol wrote to me on a typewriter. She was doing stenographic
work in the office of the U.S. News and World Report magazine
in Washington while I was in Milan and Lewisburg.

Ironically, after the Japanese surrender had been accepted in Tokyo Bay it would be revealed that during this 
same month, there was a possibility that Japan might have surrendered even before the A-bomb, a prospect 
that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had simply been disdaining to follow up on. The following would 
allegedly be published on August 19, 1945 in the Chicago Tribune and the Washington DC Times Herald, on 
page 1:

BARE PEACE BID
U.S. REBUFFED
7 MONTHS AGO
-------------------------------------------------
BY WALTER TROHAN
Chicago Tribune Press Service
Washington, D.C. Aug. 19 - [1945]
Release of censorship restrictions in the United States makes
it possible to announce that Japan’s first peace bid was relayed
to the White House seven months ago.
Two days before the late President Roosevelt left for the Yalta
conference with Prime Minister Churchill and Dictator Stalin,
he received a Japanese offer identical with the terms

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

subsequently concluded by his successor, President Truman.
The Jap offer, based on five separate peace overtures was
relayed to the White House by Gen. MacArthur in a 40-page
communication. The American commander, who had just returned
triumphantly to Bataan, urged negotiations on the basis of the
Jap overtures.
All Acting for the Emperor
Two of the five Jap overtures were made thru American channels
and three thru British channels. All came from responsible
Japanese, acting for Emperor Hirohito.
President Roosevelt dismissed the general’s communication,
which was studded with solemn references to Deity, after a
casual reading with the remark, “MacArthur is our greatest
general and our poorest politician.”
The MacArthur report was not taken to Yalta. It was preserved
in the files of the high command, however, and subsequently
became the basis of the Truman-Attlee Potsdam declaration
calling for surrender of Japan.
News Kept Secret
This Jap peace bid was known to THE TRIBUNE soon after the
MacArthur communication reached here. It was not published,
however, because of THE TRIBUNE’S established policy of complete
cooperation with the voluntary censorship code.
Now that peace has been concluded on the basis of the terms
MacArthur reported, high administration officials prepared to
meet expected congressional demands for explanation of the
delay. It was considered certain that charges would be hurled
from various quarters of congress that the delay cost thousands
of American lives and casualties, particularly in such costly
offensives as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
It was explained in high official circles that the bid relayed
by MacArthur did not constitute an official offer in the same
sense as the final offer, which was presented thru Japanese
diplomatic channels in Bern and Stockholm for relay to the to
the for major allied powers.
War Lords Feared
No negotiations were begun on the basis of this bid, it was said,
because it was feared that if any were undertaken the Jap war
lords, who were presumed to be ignorant of the feelers, would
visit swift punishment on those making the offer.
It was held possible that the war lords might assassinate the
emperor. Officials said Mr. Roosevelt felt that the Japs were
not ripe for peace, except for a small group, who were powerless
to cope with the war lords, and that peace could not come until
the Japs had suffered more.
The offer, as relayed by MacArthur, contemplated surrender of
everything but the person of the emperor. Japanese quarters
making the offer suggested that the emperor become a puppet in
the hands of American forces.
Full Surrender Offered
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Jap proposals in the MacArthur communication contemplated:
1. Full surrender of Jap forces on sea, in the air, at home, on
island possessions, and in occupied countries.
2. Surrender of all arms and munitions.
3. Occupation of the Jap homeland and island possessions by
allied troops under American direction.
4. Jap relinquishment of Manchuria, Korea and Formosa, as well
as all territory seized during the war.
5. Regulation of Jap industry to halt present and future
production of implements of war.
6. Turning over of Japanese the United States might designate
war criminals.
7. Release of all prisoners of war and internees in Japan proper
and in areas under Japanese control.

Meanwhile Mrs. John R. Kellam would return to Washington DC to live with her mother, work — and wait 
out her pregnancy with her husband an imprisoned felon. She would work as a secretary for the United States 
News until about a month before their daughter Susan would be born on August 30, 1945.

January 31, Wednesday:  By order of General Dwight David Eisenhower, Private Eddie Slovik, having been hidden 
away by a French girlfriend, was put before a firing squad at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines. He was the first American 
so executed since the Civil War and the only one in World War II.42

Soviet tanks crossed the River Oder, the last natural barrier to Berlin.

US Army troops were landed at Masugbu, 70 kilometers southwest of the entrance to Manila Bay, Luzon, 
Philippine Islands by naval attack group (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler) with support by carrier-based aircraft 
(Rear Admiral W.D. Sample). A United States naval vessel was sunk by a Japanese suicide boat in the vicinity 
of the Philippine Islands: Submarine chaser PC-1119, at 14 degrees 5 minutes North, 120 degrees 30 minutes 
East. Meanwhile, a Japanese destroyer was sunk by US Army aircraft off Formosa: Destroyer Ume, at 22 
degrees 30 minutes North, 120 degrees 0 minute East.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for refusing to kill:

Dearest:
I’ve received two swell letters from thee, but have been so busy 
and consequently so tired, this is the first chance I’ve had to 
write thee. I didn’t know what the rules were, anyway. Thee says 
thee is permitted to write two letters each week. I think thee 
can write three. At least, it says in item 13, “Instructions to 
be followed in corresponding with prisoners.” “13.7. Inmates are 
permitted to send 3 letters per week, and to receive a total of 
7. Letters in excess of 7 in any week will be returned to the 
writer.” Let me know how many I should write to thee each week. 
And when thee needs more money....

42. To the best of my information President Eisenhower never had occasion to attempt to explain to anyone why he had authorized 
this extraordinary execution. Perhaps, out of deference, no-one would ever ask him about it?
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Gee, Johnny, the Calverts have been so swell. I don’t know how 
to thank them. Money would be an insult, although I thought of 
sending $5 to the Toledo Friends Group. Should I? The Calverts 
took me in, and fed me, helped me pack, and took me to the 
station. They’re wonderful Friends. How does thee suggest 
I thank them?....
I received the box from the prison.... Thy shoes and coat are 
being repaired. The suit is being cleaned and pressed, and I 
think I shall give it to the Friends. It’s not worth keeping for 
thee, especially when less fortunate people can make good use 
of it. I gave a good many of thy old clothes to the Friends group 
in Toledo. Mrs. Calvert said they could cut up the old pants and 
make little skirts and pants from them.
I miss thee terribly, my dearest. All my love to thee. I feel 
fine except a little bit sickish now and then.

Carol Z. Kellam

February 4, Sunday-11, Sunday: The Yalta Conference of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, and General Secretary Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Potsdam would 
between the 4th and the 11th settle the postwar fate of Eastern Europe.

The racial legislation of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany was annulled (two down, one to go).
Nazi concentration camps were inspected and the extent of holocaust became known to the general public. 

The refugee situation in Europe was of course entirely chaotic. 

The United Nations was founded. At an early point, there was some speculation that it might be appropriate to 
situate this organization in Concord, Massachusetts (whether this consideration was ever fantasized by anyone 
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outside Concord, or was entirely contained within that local group of citizens, is unknown).

Ho Chi Minh used our Declaration of Independence as a model for his speech in which he declared Vietnam 
to be free of French colonial rule. Refer to HO CHI MINH: A LIFE by William J. Duiker (NY: Hyperion, 2000).

Symphony in G by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh, the composer himself 
conducting.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

February 6, 1945
Hi Dearest:
... I’m writing this at work (my second day) as it’s early (8:10) 
and I have no work to do as yet. I was sort of tired yesterday 
when 5 p.m. came (quitting time) although the work is very easy. 
I’m doing stenographic work with the Bureau of National Affairs, 
a publishing company headed by David Lawrence and affiliated 
with the United States News....
Oh, I work from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. five days a week — no Saturday 
work. Lunch is from 11:45 to 12:30 and I eat with Nelda [a close 
friend] and some other girls at a canteen in a church nearby — 
where whites and Negroes eat together!! I believe the 
denomination is Southern Presbyterian — it’s called Church of 
the Pilgrims....
My girl friend, Ree, is going to have a baby in September — we 
think our baby will come earlier, however. She asked me how I 
felt and I told her fine except once in a while. She said she 
felt fine once in a while.... I haven’t been to a doctor yet. 
I’ll write first to the University of Chicago to see if they can 
recommend a doctor here who believes in the principles of 
natural childbirth....
One of the girls in the office here just now showed me a picture 
of a boy friend of hers who is a conscientious objector working 
in a mental hospital in Marion, Virginia. She says he is a swell 
fellow, and she sticks up for him through the criticism she has 
received for going out with him. People here have all been very 
nice — no raised eyebrows. And I can work as long as I want 
to....
I am wearing thy watch and think about thee every time I look 
at it. I hope thee can find work to do there, cause thee’ll be 
happier, but that’s up to thee and the authorities.

All my love, Thy Cary
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Dresden, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki were destroyed in allied bomb raids using conventional and 
unconventional technologies.43

The Blood-Guilt44

So long having foreseen these convulsions, forecast the hemorrhagic
Fevers of civilization past prime striving to die, and having through verse, image and fable
For more than twenty years tried to condition the mind to this bloody climate:

— do you like it,
Justified prophet?

I would rather have died twenty years ago.

“Sad sons of the stormy fall,”
You said, “no escape; you have to inflict and endure ... and the world is like a flight of swans.”

I said, “No escape.”

You knew also that your own country,
though ocean-guarded, nothing to gain, by its destined fools

Would be lugged in.

I said, “No escape.”

If you had not been beaten beforehand,
hopelessly fatalist,

You might have spoken louder and perhaps been heard, and prevented something.

I? Have you never heard
That who’d lead must not see?

You saw it, you despaired of preventing it,
you share the blood-guilt.

Yes.
— Robinson Jeffers

(During this year this poet, who was considered by his publisher Random House to be writing poems not 
considered fit for publication, was being inducted into the American Academy of Arts & Letters. :- )

43. The firestorming of Tokyo would produce 83,793 deaths. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki
under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would later aver that the citizens of Tokyo had been “scorched and boiled and
baked to death,” and speculate that if the USA had lost the war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as
war criminals on account of the fire-bombing of Tokyo.)
44. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.

WORLD WAR II
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THE FINAL SOLUTION OF WWII

I recently received an email which asserted:
> The Japanese would have surrendered anyway but maybe not totally unconditionally. 
> Secret talks between the OSS and Japanese were ongoing in Switzerland.
> If the Emperor’s safety had been guaranteed, a surrender was only a few months away.

I responded to this email by asserting that if we in the United States of America had not had the atomic bomb 
available to us, for whatever reason, in the manner in which we did, to employ as the final solution to World 
War II in the Pacific Theater, then we would most definitely have dropped germ bombs onto the Japanese home 
islands. There is a straightforward reason why this was so. We had at the time a realpolitic need to establish 
that it was the USA rather than the USSR which had defeated Japan. This was a realpolitic objective which we 
needed to accomplish, of course, before Japan seized an opportunity to surrender unconditionally. We did have 
quantities of such anthrax devices available, we now know, for we had been planning to drop them on Germany 
before it managed to surrender unconditionally. We had failed in our plan to drop these devices upon a select 
group of target cities in Germany, with our intent being to make large blotches of the German landscape 
entirely unavailable for human habitation for the next 50 to 100 years. We had failed for two reasons, reasons 
having nothing to do with human decency and having to do only with issues of timing: 1st, the Overlord 
invasion of Europe had gone unexpectedly quickly, and, 2d, there had been extensive production delays in our 
anthrax manufacturing facility in Vigo — due to what I will generously characterize as the general 
incompetence of that facility’s Indiana Ku Klux Klan management.

The above calls for some background explanation. These germ bombs were being manufactured near 
Terre Haute. Some of my relatives –relatives on the pure white side of my family, I might point out by way of 
emphasis– actually worked in this rural war plant. The manufacturing facility was being run by the Indiana 
Klan on defense contract with the US government. The idea of doing this had been suggested by an early 
advocate of germ warfare named Winston Churchill. The whole affair has, for your amusement, been 
adequately explored in back issues of The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (q.v.).

Over and above that, there is no reason why the effective use of nuclear materials has required that they be 
explodable in an atomic reaction. Due to their intense radioactivity, such materials can be rendered quite 
adequately deadly in an exceedingly low-tech manner, that is, they can simply be pulverized and distributed 
by means of some sort of conventional fire or explosion. Thus, even if our tower test of an atomic device at 
Los Alamos had proved it to be a dud –even if our calculations had been entirely inaccurate and nuclear chain-
reaction practically an impossibility– we would still have gotten ourselves a new weapon of mass death, 
available for use on the Japanese home islands, arising merely out of our mining and concentration of such 
poisonously radioactive materials.

It is said, it may be in humor, that in every war they kill you a new way. Why did we chose to scorch and blow 
apart Japanese noncombatants, civilian women and children, with this high-tech chancy new atomic device, 
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rather than exterminate them low-tech with these available radioactive poisons? The answer is, we had 
precedent for scorching them and blowing them apart, as that was a mere magnification of the action of the 
smaller-scale conventional incendiary and explosive devices we had already been dropping. An A-bomb could 
be construed as amounting simply to an intensification of our existing, conventional techniques for doing 
harm by means of the blast effect. Blast is conventional. By way of contrast, to have exterminated these same 
noncombatants, civilian women and children, through the small-blast release of dirty radioactive aerosol 
poisons, would have needed to be construed as an excursion into a new and unprecedented territory of death, 
and might therefore have been more constructible by world opinion as a indefensibly novel new aggression. 
In sum, we’re such nice people that we took pity on these Japanese civilians and killed them merely in what 
could be made to seem to be the more conventional manner!

May 6, Sunday: Allied troops from Rangoon and the north meet at Hlegu, north of the city, effectively ending the 
Burma campaign.

Germans in Breslau (Wroclaw) surrender to the Soviets.

American troops took Plzen, Czechoslovakia, but were ordered to halt.

Portugal breaks diplomatic relations with Germany.

Women in Panama vote for the initial time, in the election of a constitutional convention.

A naval landing force evacuated about 500 Marshallese from Jaluit Atoll, Marshall Islands.

Two United States naval vessels were damaged in the vicinity of Okinawa:

• Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by accidental explosion, 26 degrees 30 minutes North, 
129 degrees 30 minutes East

• Floating drydock ARD-28, by Japanese horizontal bomber, 25 degrees 33 minutes North, 
127 degrees 27 minutes East

Two German submarines were sunk:

• U-853, by destroyer escort Atherton (DE-169) and frigate Moberley (PF-63), near Cape Cod, 
41 degrees 13 minutes North, 71 degrees 27 minutes West

• U-881, by destroyer escort Farquhar (DE-139), North Atlantic area, 43 degrees 18 minutes North, 
47 degrees 44 minutes West

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

Hi Darling:
... I wonder, is pacifism moral, or logical? Is democracy moral 
or logical? The logical end to militarism, where people are 
allowed to live only if they are useful to, or in complete 
agreement with, the military government, is one person only left 

WORLD WAR II
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alive in a devastated world. Look at the horrors now being 
uncovered in German concentration camps to see what happens when 
the military mind gets in control of a government.

All my love, Thy Cary

May 22, Tuesday: Heinrich Himmler committed suicide. Prisoner of War Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. was able to make his way 
out of the Soviet-occupied zone of Germany, and would return to the USA to receive his Purple Heart.

American troops captured Yonabaru on Okinawa, east of Naha.

Japanese submarine chasers #37 and #58 and transport #173 were sunk by carrier-based aircraft off 
southeastern Japan at 29 degrees 45 minutes North, 129 degrees 10 minutes East.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

My Darling:
Practically ten days since my last epistle to thee! Gosh! But 
the weather was so hot, and I was so tired, that I just couldn’t 
write. It’s cooler now, and I feel much better, although Sunday 
I fainted in Meeting. It was only temporary, and I was greatly 
embarrassed, and people were quite concerned. I really think it 
was caused by lack of air, as thee knows how I suffer in close 
spaces even without Junior to provide for, and if he takes after 
me in his oxygen requirements, I really have to have quit a 
supply.... I wonder if I should attempt Meetings any more. 
The books say to avoid crowds, but I don’t know if I should go 
to that extreme.... [A neighbor] has said his car was available 
at any time, day or night, that he was there to drive me to the 
hospital. He thought it would be impossible to get a taxi. 
I’ll ask the doctor about that when I go to see her next week....
TIME ... tells about Pastor Niemoller [the Reverend Friedrich 
Gustav Emil Martin Niemöller, a German founder of the 
Confessional Church and author of the poem “First they 
came...”], briefly. Says he “became an anti-Nazi the hard way.” 
He was a staunch early-Party member. But when he saw how the 
wind was blowing he stood up in his Dahlen pulpit and denounced 
Hitler’s mumbo-jumbo racial theories. He also refused to put the 
will of Der Fuhrer above the will of God....

All my love to thee, Johnny.
Hope All’s well. Thy, Carol

WORLD WAR II
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June 4, Monday: At Los Alamos, some nuclear workers were experimenting to determine what would be actually 
(rather than theoretically) the critical mass for their particular mix of isotopes of enriched uranium. The fissile 
materials were inside a polyethylene box, but some water leaked into it that altered somewhat the dynamics of 
the lump. Three of them received non-fatal doses of radiation.45

American troops landed on Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa and attacked Naha airfield. United States Patrol vessel 
YP-41 was damaged by operational casualty in the vicinity of Okinawa, at 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 
127 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese submarine chaser #112 was sunk by Army aircraft in the Java Sea, at 
5 degrees 0 minute South, 116 degrees 4 minutes East.

In an election broadcast, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill asserted that a Labour government would 
require “some kind of Gestapo” to enforce its manifesto. Fifteen people were killed by two explosions at the 
US military police headquarters in Bremen, Germany.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

Johnny Dearest:
Just a short note to thee. I’m so tired I just have to go to bed 
early, even though I know I haven’t written to thee since May 
30. I was worried about not hearing from thee for so long. 
I didn’t know whether thee was getting my letters and I was 
getting thine, and I didn’t want to write for public consumption 
only, and besides, working keeps me tired — I’ll be quitting at 
the end of this month and can take a rest in the mornings and 
afternoons, as I’m supposed to. Today I was very happy to receive 
thy letter of May 28, with nothing erased except its number 
(which was erased on the envelope too). This letter told me of 
the label they had put on thy cage, and of the thoughts brought 
out in thee by thy group meeting concerning the importance of 
the mind and the spirit and the unimportance of the body as a 
means of coercion. Thee has wonderful thoughts, and thee’s 
right. But so many people can’t or aren’t taught to control their 
bodies so as to bring themselves true happiness. They find it 
so much easier to put their bodies to destructive use. It’s up 
to thee, and people like thee, to show by example how much more 
satisfaction and real living we can get from life when we live 
for ideals instead of bodily comfort. Then the body cannot be 
used for punishment, whether by incarceration or torture or mere 
hampering of movement....
To go back to bodies, I really regard mine with an exaggerated 
sense of importance, no doubt, these days when there is a child 
developing in it. Well-born children should be a country’s 
greatest asset, and a country should strive to see that its 
children are well-born, and, if they were worthy of the trust 
of their citizens, should see that children in the whole world 

45. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so far 
at least– there hasn’t been a single bomb-like nuclear detonation! (Keep on keeping your fingers crossed.)
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over are well born, instead of starving them and dropping fire 
bombs on them.... 

All my love, dearest from, Carol

July 19, Thursday: United States Destroyer Thatcher (DD-514) was damaged by a Kamikaze suicide plane in the 
vicinity of Okinawa, at 26 degrees 15 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

My Dearest:
... The Friends had a shower for me at the Meeting House, Sunday 
afternoon, July 8. I received many lovely gifts for the baby.... 
The Meeting House Friends are giving me a high chair and more 
than enough money for the doctor’ bill and for two months’ 
diaper-washing service. Allen said there was no collection taken 
— that people had been asking him if they couldn’t help in some 
way, so he had just let them know about the shower. So thee sees 
that our Friends are thinking of us. I was amazed at their 
generosity toward us, and didn’t know what to say, but I 
appreciate their thoughtfulness very, very much.
I had this letter from thy Mom, dated July 12: “Thank you, thank 
you, for relieving my mind about John. I knew that something was 
very wrong and I kept thinking that perhaps he was being a 
‘guinea pig’ of some sort, and it was driving me crazy. Please 
don’t encourage any more ‘sacrifice,’ will you? He has an 
immediate duty to you and me and to his child, which is more 
important than any so-called sacrificial expression of Spirit. 
I warned him about hunger strikes or other demonstrations of 
martyr complexes, before I left him.... I shall continue to pray 
that he be kept safe and well in body and mind and spirit....”
I don’t think it would do much harm to tell her of thy hunger 
strike after it was all over and thee was recovering so nicely. 
I didn’t expect her to be so concerned, but I can understand why 
she should be. Does thee think thee can write to her and Alex?

All my love to thee, darling, Thy Cary

WORLD WAR II
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July 30, Monday: This week’s edition of TIME Magazine reported that “In Minneapolis, 35 C.O.s (Conscientious 
Objectors) have been voluntarily starving for six months. Under the watchful eyes of four religious service 
committees (Brethren, Quaker, Mennonite and Unitarian), these ‘human guinea pigs’ of some ten 
denominations have lived in the South Tower of the University of Minnesota stadium, undergoing scientific 
experiments in semistarvation.”

US warships shelled Hamamatsu on Honshu Island.

Former Prime Minister Edouard Herriot testified against Henri Petain at his trial in Paris.

Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) bombed airfields and industrial 
targets in central Honshu, Japan.

United States naval vessels sunk:

• Heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), by submarine torpedo, Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 2 
minutes North, 134 degrees 48 minutes East

• Submarine Bonefish (SS-223), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Sea of Japan:

• Destroyer Hatsushimo, by mine, 35 degrees 33 minutes North, 135 degrees 12 minutes East
• Frigate Okinawa, by carrier-based aircraft, 35 degrees 30 minutes North, 135 degrees 21 minutes 

East

August 11, Saturday: Speaking for the Allies, United States President Harry S Truman responded to the Japanese 
message of the previous day. They would allow the Emperor to remain on the throne only if he ensured the 
surrender of all Japanese military forces and then subjected himself to the supreme Allied military commander. 
The form of the government for Japan would be one that would be chosen by the people themselves. The 
President ordered a halt to atomic bomb production until further notice.

At a crematorium on Kyushu in Fukuoka, eight US airmen were beheaded.

United States Destroyer Mcdermut (DD-677) was damaged by naval gunfire in the vicinity of the Kurile 
Islands, at 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 155 degrees 1 minute East. Soviet naval forces bombarded southern 
Sakhalin Island.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

WORLD WAR II
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My Dearest:
Still no signs of Junior’s debut. I think he’s waiting till the 
war’s over and people stop officially murdering each other. 
I hope that news comes any minute now, although I shan’t 
celebrate “victory” — It’s been too horribly costly. I don’t 
know what it will mean to the two of us personally and the others 
in our positions — that depends, I guess, on how vindictive our 
government is. Yesterday, the boy next door had his radio on 
listening to the “man in the street” program, from various large 
cities all over the U.S., on the Japanese surrender offer. 
I surely was surprised at the many bloodthirsty people who said 
we should continue fighting until the “Japs” surrendered 
unconditionally, or until all were killed, and the emperor 
bagged for a war criminal. I heard only one lady (I didn’t listen 
to the whole program) who had a son fighting in the Pacific, say 
that we should accept the surrender terms, and as for the 
emperor, why, in the words of Jesus, “What is that to thee? 
Follow thou me.”
... As I look out of my window and see the beauties of God all 
around I am made to wonder why is there so much sin in this 
beautiful land. The tall stately hollyhocks are lovely in all 
their different colors and the roses have been lovely with their 
pink, red and yellow clusters and this morning I can see the 
gladiolus begin to throw out their long spirals in all 
colors....
Well, darling, I guess thy eyes are getting tired, not to mention 
the poor censor’s. [This letter amounted to six pages, typed 
single-space.] If this comes back, I’ll send it to thee piece-
meal, unless I’m in the hospital. But I haven’t had any letter-
writing instructions from Lewisburg.

All my love to thee, Thy Cary
WORLD WAR II
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August 19, Sunday: A Japanese delegation in Manila was informed of the terms of their surrender as dictated by 
General Douglas MacArthur.

Near Hankow in northeast China, a civilian group of Chinese managed to capture 26 Japanese soldiers. 
They beheaded the initial 4, then tied 4 to posts and shot them in the back of the head, then broke and crudely 
amputated the arms and legs of the next 4, and cut off the hands and feet of 4 and stuffed their genitals into 
their mouths. 

Then with the remaining 10, they gouged their eyes and used them for bayonet practice. (Were these dudes 
trying to prove that Chinese can be as inventive as Japanese?)

The war being over, the American newspapers revealed that there had been in January 1945, while John R. 
Kellam was in the Toledo jail awaiting his big day in court, a possibility that Japan might surrender before the 
A-bomb, a possibility upon which then-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had simply refused to follow up. 
The following appeared in the Chicago Tribune and the Washington DC Times Herald, on page 1:

BARE PEACE BID
U.S. REBUFFED
7 MONTHS AGO
-------------------------------------------------
BY WALTER TROHAN
Chicago Tribune Press Service
Washington, D.C. Aug. 19 - [1945]
Release of censorship restrictions in the United States makes
it possible to announce that Japan’s first peace bid was relayed
to the White House seven months ago.
Two days before the late President Roosevelt left for the Yalta
conference with Prime Minister Churchill and Dictator Stalin,
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he received a Japanese offer identical with the terms
subsequently concluded by his successor, President Truman.
The Jap offer, based on five separate peace overtures was
relayed to the White House by Gen. MacArthur in a 40-page
communication. The American commander, who had just returned
triumphantly to Bataan, urged negotiations on the basis of the
Jap overtures.

All Acting for the Emperor

Two of the five Jap overtures were made thru American channels
and three thru British channels. All came from responsible
Japanese, acting for Emperor Hirohito.
President Roosevelt dismissed the general’s communication,
which was studded with solemn references to Deity, after a
casual reading with the remark, “MacArthur is our greatest
general and our poorest politician.”
The MacArthur report was not taken to Yalta. It was preserved
in the files of the high command, however, and subsequently
became the basis of the Truman-Attlee Potsdam declaration
calling for surrender of Japan.

News Kept Secret

This Jap peace bid was known to THE TRIBUNE soon after the
MacArthur communication reached here. It was not published,
however, because of THE TRIBUNE’S established policy of complete
cooperation with the voluntary censorship code.
Now that peace has been concluded on the basis of the terms
MacArthur reported, high administration officials prepared to
meet expected congressional demands for explanation of the
delay. It was considered certain that charges would be hurled
from various quarters of congress that the delay cost thousands
of American lives and casualties, particularly in such costly
offensives as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
It was explained in high official circles that the bid relayed
by MacArthur did not constitute an official offer in the same
sense as the final offer, which was presented thru Japanese
diplomatic channels in Bern and Stockholm for relay to the four
major allied powers.

War Lords Feared

No negotiations were begun on the basis of this bid, it was said,
because it was feared that if any were undertaken the Jap war
lords, who were presumed to be ignorant of the feelers, would
visit swift punishment on those making the offer.
It was held possible that the war lords might assassinate the
emperor. Officials said Mr. Roosevelt felt that the Japs were
not ripe for peace, except for a small group, who were powerless
to cope with the war lords, and that peace could not come until
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the Japs had suffered more.
The offer, as relayed by MacArthur, contemplated surrender of
everything but the person of the emperor. Japanese quarters
making the offer suggested that the emperor become a puppet in
the hands of American forces.

Full Surrender Offered

Jap proposals in the MacArthur communication contemplated:
1.  Full surrender of Jap forces on sea, in the air, at home,
on island possessions, and in occupied countries.
2.  Surrender of all arms and munitions.
3.  Occupation of the Jap homeland and island possessions by
allied troops under American direction.
4. Jap relinquishment of Manchuria, Korea and Formosa, as well
as all territory seized during the war.
5. Regulation of Jap industry to halt present and future
production of implements of war.
6.  Turning over of Japanese the United States might designate
war criminals.
7.  Release of all prisoners of war and internees in Japan proper
and in areas under Japanese control.

In fact the idea that the Japanese would never surrender had been little more than an American wartime myth, 
and rather than being a piece of useful realism had constituted the primary obstacle to negotiation toward a 
Japanese surrender. How do we know this? Well, we can trust the attitude of the Sinologist George Edward 
Taylor of the University of Washington on this one, because he was a cold warrior on the inside and anything 
but a bleeding-heart liberal — he would become a Nixonian reactionary and support the Vietnam War on the 
campus of the University of Washington. Questioning the wisdom of using atomic weapons against Japanese 
civilians to end the war in the Pacific, it appears, had not been a position reserved for the softhearted: before 
the dropping of the atom bombs there had been embedded conservative members of the military-intelligence 
community, international men of intrigue, hawks, who had viewed this as an unnecessary atrocity. During 
WWII Taylor worked with Rand Corporation, with the Department of State, and with other articulations of the 
revolving door of American intelligence institutions private and public. As the Deputy Director for the Far East 
of the Office of War Information, he supervised a small army of anthropologists who were, basically, 
weaponizing anthropology against the Japanese. It was Taylor’s team that crafted the leaflets dropped from 
airplanes on Japanese soldiers and civilians. His team of government anthropologists had access to 5,000 
diaries seized from captured and killed Japanese soldiers and studied such documents carefully for clues as to 
Japanese behavior tendencies. At the beginning of the war Taylor had viewed his psychological warfare 
programs as a means of ending the war by helping the Japanese overcome all the cultural obstacles preventing 
their surrender, but as the war progressed and it became abundantly clear that the American side would triumph 
he began to see his job as being one that needed to be done at home: he needed to convince US civilian and 
military leaders that they did not in order to end the war need to engage in any acts of genocidal annihilation. 
He came to perceive the War Department and the White House as in the grip of racist stereotypes of maniacal 
Japanese soldiers and citizens fighting to the death, and he and his staff began to struggle against this domestic 
attitude as a prime obstacle to peace. In the typescript of a speech that he probably delivered in 1944, we find 
him arguing that “If we accept, as we must, the view that Japanese soldiers, in spite of their indoctrination, are 
as human as other troops, we shall be the less surprised at the mounting evidence of their very human reactions 
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to defeat. We are taking more and more prisoners. Two years ago it would have been very unusual for 60 men 
to allow themselves to be picked up out of the water when their transport had been sunk. In New Guinea and 
Burma stragglers are coming in out of the jungles to surrender without a struggle. We have known for a long 
time that many Japanese officers have been evacuated from indefensible positions and that their reaction on 
places such as Attu, where escape was impossible, was not to fight to the last man.” Such thinking would be  
ignored by the War Department and White House. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt insisted on including 
the demise of the Japanese Emperor as part of America’s demand for unconditional surrender, and it was not 
until after this man had collapsed and died that the government was able to communicate a more relaxed 
position on this point to the Japanese. A May 11, 1945 communication intercept being studied inside the US 
government had supported the attitude of Taylor and others at the Office of War Information that the Japanese 
military were ripe for surrender: “Report of peace sentiment in Japanese armed forces: On 5 May the German 
Naval Attaché in Tokyo dispatched the following message to Admiral Doenitz: ‘An influential member of the 
Admiralty Staff has given me to understand that, since the situation is clearly recognized to be hopeless, large 
sections of the Japanese armed forces would not regard with disfavor an American request for capitulation 
even if the terms were hard, provided they were halfway honorable.’” To this communication intercept, 
someone in US military intelligence had appended the following: “Previously noted diplomatic reports have 
commented on signs of war weariness in official Japanese Navy circles, but have not mentioned such an 
attitude in Army quarters.” A July 20, 1945 communication intercept had revealed that Japanese Ambassador 
Sato was advocating a Japanese surrender providing that the United States would assure the Japanese that the 
“Imperial House” would remain in existence. Like many others, regardless of how hawkish they were, Taylor 
would come to consider that what President Harry S Truman’s decision to use of nuclear weapons probably 
had to do with was “scaring the hell out of the Soviet Union,” and that the idea of saving American lives during 
an invasion of the Japanese homeland islands was a mere cover story that of course the American public would 
readily buy into in order to avoid the thought that we had committed a war atrocity.

August 30, Thursday: The Royal Navy reached Hong Kong.

Byelorussia and Syria ratified the Charter of the United Nations.

General Douglas MacArthur arrived in Japan. Landings by the occupation forces began in the Tokyo Bay area, 
spearheaded by the 4th Marines, under cover of the guns of the 3rd Fleet plus Naval and Army aircraft. The 
surrender of the Yokosuka Naval Base was accepted by Rear Admiral R.B. Carney and Rear Admiral O.C. 
Badger and a headquarters for the Commander 3rd Fleet was established there.

John R. Kellam’s and Agnes Carol Zens Kellam’s first child, Susan Kellam, was born on the couple’s 1st 
wedding anniversary.

When Carol came back from Toledo, to Washington to live with her
mother up on River Road NW, she returned to attend Friends
Meeting in Washington. As soon as they knew she was back, they
welcomed her very warmly and asked her what she needed and so
on. The baby was imminent, due in August, which was almost eight
months after I went into prison. She didn’t have a crib yet, and
suddenly a crib appeared, having been shipped in for her by
various younger and older Friends from Florida Avenue Meeting
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who chipped in. There were many other ways in which Friends
helped Carol all the way through that period and beyond and until
I got home. Even beyond that, they helped to get me settled.
They found that another member, Frederick Libby, could use
another employee in the National Council for Prevention of War.
He was one of the most active members in the ministry to that
meeting. In fact he spoke too often! He was just full of feelings
and ideas and ways of trying further to get wars put into the
background of history. His office had been right across
Eighteenth Street from the State Department Office which is now
the Executive Office Building of the President. So they had
several big posters displayed in rotation in the windows and new
ones coming out with lettering large enough to be read from the
windows of the US Department of State. The staff realized that
even with the war going on, here was this little pacifist agency
continuing to work to get some improvements in the world that
would let wars be less likely or obsolete. There were some
hotheads who would take various means and occasionally
destructive means, letting that organization know that they
didn’t approve because everybody had to be for the war. While
we were in the war it was only the people with adverse political
ideas that would be so stubborn as to say that the war was bad.
And such a “good war” was going on!

September 2, Sunday: There had been no actual fighting for a number of days (very few warriors are eager to be the 
very last warrior to die in a given war). On this day Japanese officials came aboard the battleship USS Missouri 
(BB-63) at anchor in Tokyo Bay to sign formal articles of unconditional surrender. General of the Army 
Douglas MacArthur signed for the Allied Powers, and Fleet Admiral C.W. Nimitz signed for the United States. 
Representatives of China, Great Britain, the USSR, Australia, Canada, France, Netherlands, and New Zealand 
added their signatures to the celebration. It is estimated that roughly 50,000,000 human beings died in the 
course of World War II including 20,000,000 Soviets, 7,000,000 Germans, 6,000,000 Chinese, 6,000,000 
Poles, 6,000,000 Jews, 3,000,000 Japanese, 1,500,000 Yugoslavs, 511,000 from the British Commonwealth 
nations, 420,000 Greeks, 363,000 Americans, 240,000 Dutch, 36,000 Indians, 27,000 Finns, and untold 
thousands from other cultures. At the end of the ceremony, General MacArthur announced, “These 
proceedings are closed.” Army forces were disembarked at Yokohama from a naval task force under the 
command of Rear Admiral J.L. Hall.

In related ceremonies, Japanese troops on Truk in the Caroline Islands, on Pagan and Rota Islands in the 
Marianas Islands, and in the Palau Islands were meanwhile surrendering to other United States Naval and 
Marine officers on board other naval vessels at various locations.

On this same day, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the independence of Vietnam to a crowd of 500,000 in Hanoi by 
quoting from the text of the American Declaration of Independence, which had been supplied to him by our 
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OSS — “We hold the truth that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, among them life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This immortal statement is extracted 
from the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America in 1776. These are undeniable truths.” 
Ho declared himself president of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and would pursue American 
recognition but would repeatedly be ignored by President Harry S Truman.

During the WWII period 1941 to 1945, a total of some 2,700 or more Liberty Ships had been constructed in 
18 shipyards, as general cargo carriers. One of these had been designated the SS Henry D. Thoreau. The last 
datapoint that we presently possess is a radio news announcement during this month: that cargo vessel was in 
the Caribbean, it was caught in a storm, and its highly explosive deck cargo had broken loose.
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The warlords of America would not release their prisoners of conscience right away, but as it seems, under the 
circumstances Friend John R. Kellam of the good behavior would probably not need to serve out his total five-
year “legal maximum” prison sentence:

After the war ended, I spent the last fifteen months of my
sentence, which was originally five years, at Lewisburg.

The only library books I saw at Lewisburg were ones a former sea
captain had brought me, THE AMERICAN EPHEMERIS AND NAUTICAL ALMANAC
because he had discovered —he was an orderly in the hospital
ward, and he found out— that I was doing some exercises in math
so he brought me these books full of tables, astronomical
tables, which delighted me and I spent a lot of time — I even
figured out all of the elements of the orbit for a fictitious
planet, which I called Imp, for Impossible. I think I put it
somewhere between Venus and Earth in order to have its own orbit.
I wasn’t particularly concerned about perturbations of the
orbits of either Venus or Earth but just to see how it would
rotate around, or revolve around the Sun, what its own year would
be and how large it was likely to be and how much gravitation
it probably would have in that position and so forth. I made a
lot of assumptions which were not factually based but anyway it
was an instructive sort of fiddling around.
There was a man who had lost his power to walk because of feeling
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very oppressed and violated. This was an Indian, an American
Indian, another inmate at Lewisburg, who had resisted routine
inoculation for whatever disease, inoculations that were given
to any inmate whose history wasn’t firm that he had had such an
inoculation recently enough. He resisted on the basis that his
Indian religious faith was very strong against taking anything
into his body that was not generated inside his body from normal
food. Anything injected would be a poison and would have dire
side-effects. It was not to be permitted, but the prison
authorities had insisted and against his most strenuous physical
resistance they had injected some kind of vaccine into one of
his buttocks where it would be absorbed in a way that medical
science says is proper. He was so violated in opposition to his
conscience and his religious spirituality that he lost all power
in that leg on that side and he simply could not walk. He had
no strength left. The doctors dismissed this as so much hysteria
and of course every prisoner is supposed to conform to whatever
demands are made by the authorities over all the inmates. We
should not presume to question their judgment because they were
in control and virtually owned us for the duration of our
sentences. Now this man was in a private room at the time and
he soon was thrown out into the ward. He was bedridden so his
food was brought to him on a tray and put on his little side
table. There didn’t seem to be any other disability but he was
absolutely convinced that he could not walk. To me this
indicated the complete insensitivity of the prison officials to
any matters of religious conscience. They were completely
indifferent to him as they were to me. It all fit.

While I was at Lewisburg, there was a fellow from Tunbridge,
Vermont who came to visit me. He was a medium large fellow with
a bushy beard and a very deep voice. He had a whole air of self
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confidence and he was happy to be himself. He had refused
military service. I don’t recall that he was a member of any
church, or at least any of the peace churches, but he looked
like a fellow who always knew precisely where he stood and didn’t
have to think very much about how to react to situations. He
seemed to have been born wise. I liked him as soon as he
introduced himself and we sat and talked together. He seemed to
be finding out how firm and settled I was. I don’t know if he
had any early struggles at all. He just looked like someone who
never had.46

October 23, Tuesday: Concertino for piano and orchestra op.16 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial 
time, in Rochester, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.

President Harry S Truman delivered a message to the US federal Congress calling for enactment of a peace-
time universal military training program. There’s no such thing as being too ready to go to war!

46. Probably about five or six years ago I was going through Tunbridge, Vermont and I remembered that this fellow had said that 
he had spent all of his childhood there. I wondered if he was still alive, so I tried to look him up. When I found a librarian there, she 
told me who would likely know his name — the sheriff. So I found the sheriff in town and told him that I had met the man in 
Lewisburg Penitentiary as another conscientious objector to the war. He knew right away who I was talking about and so I found 
that he had lived a good life and that his latter years were spent down in Nicaragua on some kind of a service mission to a community. 
Then he had returned to Tunbridge and eventually died somewhere in his seventies. I always wished that I had looked him up earlier. 
I would like to have met him again.

WORLD WAR II
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November: Robinson Jeffers declined an invitation to represent the Pacific Coast region in the Academy of American 
Poets. He was elected to membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

There was an epidemic of polio on St. Helena.

President Harry S Truman kicked off his campaign to create Universal Compulsory Military Training, 
carefully explaining to anyone who would listen that compulsory training to kill is in an entirely different 
category from compulsory conscription to kill (in such compulsory training to kill, hopefully, if you do it right 
you don’t need actually to kill anyone, you see, so how could even a pacifist possibly find anything to argue 
with here).

Late November: Tyler Gatewood Kent, the American Embassy code clerk who had been arrested by the British police 
in London on May 20, 1940, was finally released from the British prison on the Isle of Wight and allowed to 
return to the homeland which he had sought, at the risk of his freedom, to serve. Friend John R. Kellam reports:

I didn’t hear anything about Tyler Kent then, because he had had
just a day or so of publicity before it dried up again.
The American press didn’t want to hear anything more about Tyler
Kent because they were all loyal to the official explanation of
how the war had started and they didn’t want any “revisionism.”
Poor Tyler Kent was really a broken man when he came back from
almost five and a half years in the Isle of Wight prison in
England. That’s the island just below England at the edge of the
English Channel, the island around which the America’s Cup
contenders used to race, a very large diamond-shaped island.
Anyway, when he came back he was still hoping to get his real
story out but the press went into quietus mode again after
beginning what they thought was some new publicity about this
notorious young man. So he and his mother went back to, I think
it was, Savannah, Georgia. He had terrible animus in his mind
against Joseph Patrick Kennedy, the father of the later
President. He had been the ambassador to Britain at the time
Tyler was trying to get his story to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee chairperson. (It was John Connolly.) He wanted to blow
the whistle on Franklin Roosevelt for being two-faced about
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getting into war or not getting into war. The elder Kennedy had
waived Tyler Kent’s diplomatic immunity so that he could be
caught and tried under British law, for mishandling the Prime
Minister’s secret mail. He had no standing of immunity so that
he could be brought back to this country and tried for whatever
the President might think he had done wrong by revealing or
trying to reveal the correspondence to Connolly. The Senator
betrayed him, and then the Ambassador, Kennedy, had cancelled
his right to diplomatic immunity. That was so unfairly
political, done for propagandistic reasons, that Tyler was
permanently outraged.
They had an appointment stateside for when Tyler would have his
furlough. Well, during a demonstration a few years later, for
which I had traveled from Providence down to Washington,
a walking demonstration which started at the Florida Avenue
Friends Meetinghouse and ended up with a silent vigil at the
White House, I took a little time out and went to the office of
the Evening Star to see if they had a file on Tyler Kent.
And they did. They brought it out and let me look at it.
I couldn’t touch it. As soon as I was through with one leaf,
they’d turn it over for me to read the other leaf. It told
something about his political work from Georgia, in which he was
writing, editing and publishing a hate sheet against not only
Joseph Patrick Kennedy but the entire Kennedy clan. There was
nobody in that family who wasn’t hated by Kent. So the hate sheet
came out and there were samples of it that I saw in that file.
I was very dismayed because I was hoping that Tyler Kent might
still be a whole person and not so full of hate that he couldn’t
maybe win his way over decades to get his story understood by
everybody. Turning so bitter meant that he discredited himself
and almost nobody would listen to a hothead like that. He was
just so sore at everybody. So eventually he and his mother felt
so rejected by the whole political system of America and so
frustrated that truth could not be told anywhere important. They
went to Mexico City and lived out their lives down there....
I found out all this in the clipping files of the Washington
newspaper, the Evening Star. He was sentenced to seven years and
I had thought until I just looked here in my records, that he
had done the whole seven years then, but he was released after
about five and a half years. He came back here in late November
of 1945. I think possibly he might have been useful in many ways
if he hadn’t been so consumed by bitter hatred. He must have had
some touch of megalomania in him, expecting to be influential
for what he thought was the only truth that people should pay
attention to in the matter. They all turned him down.
War propaganda does that to people so that they can’t handle
another side of such an important story. FDR really did win the
American people over. He was a terrifically skillful politician.
I felt critical of him, but I just took him at what I knew his
face value was. He just thought it was important to do certain
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things even if it meant lying to people about it. Governments
are full of such people. The book that included a mention of
Tyler Kent was INFAMY: PEARL HARBOR AND ITS AFTERMATH, by John Toland,
1982. It’s far enough away in time from World War II so that
some things could be said without Toland getting into the ranks
of the would-be revisionists. So he wasn’t blowing his own
reputation, but in getting ready to write this book, Toland
actually went down to Mexico City and interviewed Tyler Kent and
his mother before either one of them died. Toland obtained
Kent’s story from the New York Post and World Telegram for
December 4th and the Washington Times Herald for December 5th,
1945, supplementing this with a paragraph from an interview with
Kent. I wrote to Toland and told him briefly my story from having
met Mrs. Kent and asked him if the Kents were still around. He
wrote back saying that they were out of the country but if I
wanted to write to Kent I could send a sealed letter to him which
he would relay because he knew their address in Mexico City.
That was about ten years ago but I failed to follow up on it.

Winter: Because the proud papa and “absolutist” war prisoner John R. Kellam was refusing to do any prison work at 
the minimum-security prison in Milan, Michigan that might free someone else to kill, he was placed in 
“administrative segregation”:

So I was labeled as an absolutist. I was sent to administrative
segregation. There were two others [other draft refusers] in
that segregation row at the top of that cell block; one, Leroy
Shafer, was two cells to my right, as I would look out through
the bars. On my left was a young Quaker, John Stokes, who came
from an old Philadelphia area family. He was very quiet, in
contemplation of his inclination to join the Roman Catholic
Church. I remember his describing all of the major religions as
built essentially of legends and symbolism, none much more or
less productive of pacifist ideals carried into action. Another,
Wally Nelson, was in the second cell to my left, next to a man
to be executed. We had cinderblock walls between us — the bars
were open and we could hear each other. To my right, between
Leroy and me, there was a German prisoner of war, Gerhart Gutzat,
a tank corps sergeant from Rommel’s army. He’d been captured by
the Americans or the British as they were chasing the Germans
and being chased by them, alternately back and forth along the
north rim of Africa. Gerhart was a graduate of Hitler’s youth
corps before he got drafted into their army and assigned to duty
in the Afrika Korps. He was not enjoying his incarceration any
more than we were so I let him find out as much as he was pleased
to find out about me. LeRoy Schafer who was on the other side
of him in the next cell at the end, a young Brethren from Durand,
Michigan, did the same. LeRoy was a different kind of a CO in
some ways than I was. We were all different! Ha-ha! But
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thoroughly respecting each other and glad that each other had
stayed out of all the killing.
Well, this tank corps officer was a little bit younger than I
and he’d been through a lot of combat. He’d seen terrible things.
I think he was being perfectly loyal, understanding what he did
and the way he was raised so that he really couldn’t pretend to
understand our viewpoint. But he was personally friendly and he
could speak English just well enough so that we got along fine.
Then one day that awful copy of LIFE Magazine came through. Every
week we had been passing that magazine along with all the
pictures and so on. The old kind of LIFE Magazine full of
pictures. This was the issue that announced to all Americans and
others wherever LIFE Magazine went, abroad, the concentration/
extermination camps discovered in Germany, Austria and Poland
and with pictures of mounds of dead bodies and of fewer survivors
in pitiful condition.
So this was in the winter and early spring of ‘45 that I got to
know Gerhard Gutzat, the tank corps officer who was a POW. He’d
been in British war prison and then was transferred over here
and was put into any opening that they had in our prison system.
The COs in prison didn’t help with making space available for
POWs! (Ha-ha-ha!) But anyway, that was interesting. I saw this
LIFE Magazine that came down the row, which first was given to
the condemned prisoner who was on death row. He was three cells
to my left, two other guys in between, including one I never did
get to know very well.47 Wally Nelson was pretty quiet. The other
one was one of the angry, uneducated criminal types that had
been in violence. I guess it was because they didn’t know any
better. They weren’t having any of this nonsense from anybody
who was in jail for trying to be good! Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! That
was out of their world too far!
Anyway, when I saw this LIFE Magazine, I kept thinking as I read
about all this horrible concentration camp system, what’s
Gerhart going to think when he sees this? Does he know anything
about this going on? I wonder, I wonder, I wonder. So, before I
gave it to him, I said, “Gerhart, I have the new LIFE Magazine,
which I have seen and I’m ready to pass it to you but I should
warn you first, it’s unlike any previous issue that was ever
printed by LIFE Magazine. You’ve seen a variety of them already,
but this tells a terrible story and I warn you it’s pretty rough
to look at.”
“Well,” he said, “from what I’ve seen in the war, there’s nothing
very rough that I could be surprised about.”

47. The condemned man had had two or three execution dates set and then postponed. One day when his case had been in court, but 
they didn’t take him on that appeal, two guards came in and shouted his name and marched over to the front of his cell and started 
talking smart about his having lost his appeal and making cracks about how they were probably going to “fry” him after all. They 
brought with them a length of chain and very noisily they wound this chain up and around his door, through the bars various ways, 
and put a padlock on it. Well, this condemned prisoner was telling the guards how absolutely ridiculous they were being with this 
phony security chain and he asked if the warden knew that they were cutting up like this. So he and the guards had a very strong 
dislike of each other which seemed to be very personal.... I remember it as if it was yesterday. It’s amazing how some experiences 
don’t fade at all.
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“Well,” I said, “all right, Gerhart, but I think you’re going
to be surprised about this.”
So I handed it to him. I said, “If you don’t want to talk to me
about this, that’s all right and maybe you’d prefer that, but
if you would like to talk to me at all about it, I’m willing and
it’s been shocking to me. So, we’ll see what you think.”
There was silence for a long time, much longer than any previous
time when he’d been passing a magazine over to the CO, Leroy,
in the far cell. Then he said, “John?”
“Yes, Gerhard?” 
He said, “There is something about this war that I never
realized.” 
I said, “I’m glad you didn’t know anything about this before but
I’m sorry you have to know about it now.” 
He said, “That isn’t what I meant. Until now, I didn’t think any
military organization in the world was as skillful at concocting
propaganda as it shows the American military organization has
been to get all of this into LIFE Magazine. I don’t know how
they did it, these piles of bodies. They’ve gotta be fake!” 
“Well,” I said, “Gerhart, I’m afraid they are not. I don’t think
it would be possible for any organization ever to become
skillful enough to create this kind of a humbug propaganda.
This can’t be false.”
For one thing, I thought, if this is a false story, LIFE Magazine
is dead! But they want to keep on publishing. It’s a lucrative
publication. They make a lot of money through subscriptions.
I told him, “They’ll probably get a few people cancelling their
subscriptions because it’s too rough and they don’t want their
children to see it, or they don’t believe it, just as you don’t
believe it. You don’t think it really happened, do you?”
He said, “No! It couldn’t have happened!”
So, after a while I said to him, “Gerhart, I would be interested
if you would care to tell me why you think it could not have
happened.”
“That’s simple enough,” he said. “If anybody in Germany, or
occupied areas in Central Europe, had tried to organize this
kind of a crime of exterminating a whole big group of people,
Hitler wouldn’t have stood for it! Such a person or group would
have been put down immediately. Their career in any organization
run by the Third Reich would be over! They would have completely
discredited themselves. Nothing like this could happen in
Germany! Or any occupied area controlled by Germany!”
I said, “Gerhart, I wish it could be true the way you believe
but the way this is presented it’s an awfully hard thing for me
not to believe.”
Well, Gerhart lived for one purpose, and this isn’t about me
now, but it’s part of my experience. His family in the free city
of Danzig in the metropolitan area east of Pomerania in Poland
had been overrun by the Russians, and many of the German people
in the small towns were killed. The Russians wanted that area
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to develop as vacant land would be developed. They were
absolutely ruthless and had no respect for civilians. “So,” he
said, “My family all got murdered. I’m the only one left that I
know of. Since before I went into the army, having been in the
part of Poland that the Russians didn’t get to control, I was
not in that and I am the only survivor as far as I know. After
this whole war is over, if I ever get repatriated back to
Germany, I’m going to make it the business of my life for as
long as it takes to find out who it was, probably among the
Russians, that are responsible for my family all having been
killed. I’m going to get revenge for that if it’s the last thing
I ever do.”
I said, “Gerhart, it’s an awful thing to live for, just to get
that done. In a big war, even in a little one, there are all
kinds of hateful things that happen. If people spent the rest
of their lives still fighting that war in one way or another,
it would never be possible for wars to cease. We’ve got to forget
any vengeful feelings we might have had after the awful things
that happen. Because otherwise there’s no way out of this for
the world.”
Well, I didn’t convince him.

There was one notable conscientious objector particularly at
Milan just then and his name was Corbett Bishop. He was from
Alabama and he didn’t cooperate at all with any draft board or
any war official of any kind. He’d been in and out of prison
several times, cat and mouse, and he had thought his way through
so thoroughly that he didn’t feel that he should pick up his
food and put it in him. He also didn’t take care of his own
excrement so they tied a diaper on him. He was certainly a much
more thoroughgoing absolutist than I ever dreamed of being. We
were aware that he was in the prison hospital in a little single
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patient cell. He was being fed by tubes through his nose, into

his stomach, a thick kind of grainy food substance, not too
unlike a malted milk except that it wasn’t cold, it wasn’t ice-
creamy, but it was nourishing enough. So they were keeping him
alive for quite a long while. He had been transferred to Milan
in a sedan with two officers, he was in the back seat, and he
wouldn’t agree not to run away, so they had leg irons on him and
handcuffs, ha-ha-ha! And there was an accident. Their car went
out of control and down a ditch and up into a field, a cultivated
farm field and it had rolled over. The two guards who were taking
him to another prison were bruised up a little bit, but they got
out of the car. There weren’t any seatbelts in those days.
Corbett was jammed down between the back seat and the back side
of the front seat, a one bench front seat, and it had jammed
back on him so he was pretty tightly squeezed in there. Maybe
that’s why he wasn’t any more injured than he was. They came
over and asked him if he was all right. He didn’t answer. He
just looked at them, but he wasn’t communicating with them
before. They had even offered to take the leg irons and handcuffs
off if he’d walk in to have lunch with them at the stop, but he
wasn’t giving any cooperation to them or to anyone whatsoever
in any position of authority over him. He didn’t recognize that
authority at all but they were demanding information from him
as to how his body felt. When he kept on this non-cooperative
basis, as before, they said, “Oh come on for God’s sake, Corbett,
answer us will you please? We’re concerned about you! You’re not
supposed to get banged up while you’re in our charge. If you are
we’ve got to get you to a hospital and get you attended to. So
will you please let us know how you are?” 
So he said, “All right, fellas, don’t worry, I’m O.K.”
They let him out of that jammed position and he sat up and the
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bruises, if there were any, were very slight. But, he went right
back into his regular completely passive role and they somehow
got back on the road and got the car fixed up and continued the
trip. He was duly delivered. Ha-ha-ha-ha!...
Anyway, at Milan, Michigan, I had declined a haircut. I had been
letting my hair grow. I didn’t think I should ask for or accept
any unnecessary services from the prison. I wasn’t offering the
prison any of my energies and I didn’t want to take from the
prison any more energies than I had to. But somebody decided I
needed a haircut. It was offered to me and I declined and it was
offered to me another time or two! I still declined. So one of
the guards decided he’d had enough nonsense with this fella. He
said to me, “Come on, you’re getting a haircut!” 
“I didn’t ask for one and I don’t feel entitled to it.” 
“Well, but you are. Are you coming?” 
“No.”
So he took hold of my shoulder and I went down on the floor.
He grabbed my hair and dragged me out by the hair, out of the
doorway of the cell, down the corridor and into the little
anteroom beyond the big lever that closed all the doors at once.
He sat on me and another guard appeared and did a very quick job
with the clippers and pretty soon there was a pile of hair on
the floor. So they swept those up and said that I could stay
here if I wanted to or go back to my cell. Anyway, they were
beginning to let the inmates out to go up the stairs to the roof
for an exercise period. So I picked myself up and I don’t
remember if I went up on the roof or back to my cell.48
After recreation we were all expected to close our own cell
doors. A CO named Wally Nelson walked in to his cell and we heard
various doors clanging and then the guard at the end, where the
big lever was, yelled down to cell number eight, 
“Shut the door!” Quick as a wink Wally said, “I don’t close cell
doors! I wouldn’t close them on anybody else and I won’t close
them on myself.”
So the guard came down and flung his door shut. I thought it was
going to break the door. With all that heavy steel it made a

48. [T]here was another hair-dragging that I saw. The CO’s name was Larry Gara. He was at Lewisburg and he had had a tooth 
infection for several days that kept on getting worse. He had asked to see the dentist and they put him off. It got even worse so he 
was pretty miserable with pain in the jaw. So on the way to breakfast he decided that he was hurting too much to enjoy any breakfast 
anyway. The route that they took, being marched through the halls, went right past the dentist office so he stepped out of line and 
sat down on the waiting bench outside the dentist office. The guards were immediately alarmed at anything out of the way. They 
tried to pick him up off the bench and get him marching again. His legs went limp to jelly and he slid to the floor and one of the 
guards who had quite a reputation for roughing up inmates, grabbed his hair and yanked him along the floor, terrazzo floors that 
were pretty well polished, it must have been a good two hundred feet sliding down that long corridor lying down, and dropped his 
head in front of the elevator and pushed the button. 
I was taking a walk around the center area between the two rows of beds in the hospital ward that I was in, so I walked out there to 
the hall to watch what was going on, just out of ordinary curiosity, and this guard who had been dragging Larry came over to me 
and barked at me that I should get back in the ward. As far as he could tell, I didn’t hear a word of it. I just stood there mildly looking 
on, so he grabbed me by an elbow, pulled it up tight and I went down on the floor. My feet weren’t obeying him and neither was the 
rest of me. So he suddenly flipped around there and yelled to another guard who was with him, “See what they give us?” — as 
though he were the one being harassed by me. I just stayed there listening, not moving, and then the elevator door opened and he 
grabbed Larry somehow, maybe by the collar or something, threw him into the elevator and the door closed. The action was all over 
and nothing else was happening so I picked myself up and continued walking around the ward. That guard’s name was Steininger.
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terrible noise. So Wally didn’t go up for recreation until they
said he was going to agree to close his own cell door first. I
don’t know what the ultimate outcome was of all that. But you
could just feel the principle crackling.
I’d like to tell you about a serious dream I had at Milan,
Michigan. It was a couple of months before Franklin Roosevelt
died. I was thinking over what I knew of Tyler Kent’s story. The
dream was about my being a visitor in a long line of visitors
to the White House. We were given the usual tour. It wasn’t until
decades later that I would really go through the White House.
But in my dream, it was while the war was still going on,
Roosevelt was still president and we had actually been ushered
into the Oval Office for a few minutes and Roosevelt made some
pretty little speech to us. Then we were ushered out. I was in
the tail end of the procession going out and I hesitated in the
doorway. Roosevelt said, “Do you have something you wanted to
say to me?” 

I said, “Well, I’m not sure I want to say this to you but I feel
extremely critical of you for what I know of your messages to
and from Churchill trying to get this country attacked by Japan
so that we could declare war on them and then war against Germany
could begin, they being part of the tripartite.”
I proceeded to tell him exactly what I thought of the kind of
perfidious performance that I was aware of on his part. I told
him how it confirmed very strongly and deeply my own
determination not to be a part of any war whatever, for any
government, under any pretext. That dream was so vivid through
my waking that it has stayed with me ever since. What I welcomed
it for most of all was that it reconfirmed for me the depth of
my own commitment, my own convictions about war and peace. I
knew that it wasn’t some contrived surface attitude and this
really was a welcome revelation for me. I have the same attitude
precisely even in my dreams, despite all the rest that dreaming
does in terms of crazy fantasy! But this was not crazy at all.
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After World War II Jeanne Alice Theis (Jeanne Whitaker) received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Swarthmore College. Her younger sisters returned to France to live again with their parents. They would 
remain French. Jeanne herself, however, the oldest, and her next younger sister, elected to become American 
citizens. During school vacations, Jeanne would enjoy visiting France and participating in work camps 
organized to enlarge the school in Le Chambon-sur-Lignon. The work-campers would build prefabricated 
houses imported from Sweden, which would be heated only by the kitchen stove, a coal stove, and a fireplace.

The US rules of military conscription were modified in the Supreme Court case of Girouard v. US, 328 US 61: 
this war had demonstrated, the court ruled, that “one may serve his country faithfully and devotedly, though 
his religious scruples make it impossible for him to shoulder a rifle.”

1946

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
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Spring: The Conscientious Objectors serving as orderlies at various mental hospitals created a National Mental Health 
Foundation. Eleanor Roosevelt, a sponsor, would be active in inspiring many prominent citizens to join her in 
advancing this new organization’s objectives. The American Friends Service Committee withdrew from the 
Civilian Public Service program. 

CPS Camp No. 41, a mental hospital unit of Conscientious Objectors at Eastern State Mental Hospital in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, would be operated instead by the Selective Service System until it would close during 
July.

Dangerous war prisoner John R. Kellam, on account of his Quaker conscientious objection to all warfare, was 
transferred from the Milan, Michigan minimum-security prison to the maximum-security Lewisburg 
Penitentiary in Pennsylvania, at which the warden was Mr. William H. Hiatt. What an unsettling, unpatriotic 
belief to hold during wartime, when other people are dying for their country! A deep thinker who also was 
present at that time was Robert M. Lindner, the prison psychologist, author of the 1944 book REBEL WITHOUT 
A CAUSE which would be made into a film in 1955, scripted first for pouty Marlon Brando but finally recast 
for pouty James Dean. This coffee-table pseudopsychology book of Dr. Lindner’s purported to be his objective 
scientific account of how he had successfully “regressed” a “criminal psychopath” to the age of six months, 
and gotten the man to “remember” that he had been traumatized by witnessing his parents in an act of sexual 
congress.49

I was in the back seat of a car with leg irons on, from Milan,
Michigan to half-way across Pennsylvania — it was almost five
hundred miles, whatever it is, and it took all of a long day.
There were no freeways then so we slogged through the middle of
every city and town. They only took one break and that was for
lunch. And they asked me if I’d like to go in and have a good
lunch with them. They were allowed to treat me at government
expense for a lunch that I’d be otherwise missing.

49. Nowadays, of course, any mental health professional having any pretense to respectability would distance himself 
or herself from such claims made on behalf of their profession. While in the prison, Friend John would have 
opportunity to observe the loose manner in which Dr. Lindner conducted his profession, and considered it to be 
particularly revealing when the psychologist took an opportunity to characterize the historical Jesus as having been a 
epileptic “simpering pseudo-mystic.”

WORLD WAR II
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I said, “Well I’ll be willing to consider it, maybe.”

They said, “We’d have to have your assurance that without any
leg or hand restraints you would not try to escape. We don’t
want to chase you or shoot you or have an escape attempt on our
hands. But we know what you’re in for. We know that whatever the
prison authorities have had by way of inconvenience, it hasn’t
been by any means, a bad or perfidious action on your part. So
if you give us your word, we’ll take you in. You are not wearing
prison garb so you will not stand out in a crowd. As far as
they’re aware, we’re just three guys coming in to have some
lunch. We’ll get back in the car and resume our trip afterward.
We’d be able and we are authorized to trust you that far. Would
you agree?”
“Well,” I said, “I don’t think that I belong under your authority
as your captive. I have never acknowledged the validity of the
system that has kidnapped me and is still holding me. I don’t
think that I should give you any such word, because if I did,
I’d have to live up to it. But if I saw an opportunity to run
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back to my family, I would feel morally free to take it.”

“Well,” they said, “All right, we’re going to have to leave you
in the car with the leg irons on and we’ll have to handcuff you
too. We’ll have to lock the car in a way that you could not get
out of even with hobbling. One of us is going to have to go in
to lunch and bring a lunch out to the other because you’re far
more likely to escape from one of us than from two. But we don’t
particularly like it that we can’t go in to enjoy a lunch
together, the two of us, if not the three.”
“Well, I’m sorry about that but that’s the way I feel.”
Eventually we got to Lewisburg and I was processed in without
cooperating in that process either. Ha-ha!

The place where I got put in Lewisburg first was a segregation
section where I met Bayard Rustin and other notable war
resisters and other types of COs. From there I was transferred
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to what they called the Blue Room, the Psychiatric Ward. There
was quite a motley bunch of prisoners in there and some
orderlies. One poor guy of maybe eighteen or twenty who was in
pretty bad condition, didn’t have normal responses to anybody
else. The man in charge of that part of Lewisburg was Robert M.
Lindner, Ph.D. Do you remember the book, REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE?
He was the author, a psychologist, not a psychiatrist. But he
was running a ward that was supposed to be the nearest thing to
a psychiatric ward that the hospital had. But you’d wonder why
a psychologist would be in charge of it. He didn’t have enough
credentials for that. It’s like saying that an optometrist is
able to do the delicate eye surgery for cataracts! Well, anyway,
one day I heard outside of the room I had, the door was ajar,
and out in the center space around which were a lot of little
rooms, instead of having the beds all in the center space,
I heard the noisiest shouting. I thought that young fellow was
going berserk, except that his voice was not that low. So I
wandered out through the door and looked out and there in the
doorway of this poor guy’s room was Robert M. Lindner. His
shoulders were hunched down and his jaw was jutting out. He was
bawling this young guy out and it looked as though Robert M.
Lindner was feeling personally insulted. 
In the next few days I learned from a prison inmate psychiatrist,
a Jewish German refugee who was really qualified but who was in
for income tax evasion (ha-ha-ha-ha!), and he was in a white
coat, and he had a little rubber triangle inside a stainless
steel rod hooked around his neck so he looked like a doctor
equipped to examine reflexes. From him I learned that Lindner
had taken offense at this kid who had been grossly mistreated
sexually as a child by his mother. He was psychologically,
thoroughly, all messed up. Well, Lindner had caught him
masturbating. But why Lindner had to take offense at that, you
wouldn’t expect a professional to have it grate on his nerves
at all. He should have seen everything. I had watched Lindner
after he halfway calmed down and went out. As he went through
the outer door of the “Blue Room” into the hospital general
hallway, I could hear Lindner muttering some awfully angry
things under his breath. So he was really personally disturbed
by this young kid. So I wondered, how does he get off writing
such a book that was supposed to be so authentic? And the public
sees it as a best seller. 
He came in one time and tried to convince me that Jesus was a
simpering pseudo-mystic, an epileptic, and he gave a number of
quick diagnostic terms that were supposed to mean that Jesus was
not the kind of a person you’d trust with any veracity at all,
that he was a completely addled person of no consequence.
I asked him from what source came his knowledge of the historic
Jesus. I said, “Did you get it through your own religious
affiliations, if you have any?” And he said, “I’m Jewish, but
that’s not a part of Judaism.” 
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“Well,” I said, “any real knowledge of Jesus should have a lot
of Judaism in it because Jesus was a Jew. He came to help all
Jews be better Jews.” 
Lindner decided he didn’t want to go on with that conversation.
About a month or two after I was transferred to Lewisburg, I was
out of the private room and out of the “Blue Room” of the regular
hospital and in the ward, in one of the rows of beds, I became
aware that one of the inmates in a private room was middle-aged,
or perhaps even elderly, a black man who had a very heavy torso
and very spindly legs, showing atrophy from disuse. The only way
he ever moved out of that room was by wheelchair. It became his
turn for me to visit him, as I did, occasionally, visit everybody
in sight. I learned what he was willing to volunteer to me. Among
those things was the fact that he had been injured at some point
in his criminal activities in a way that had almost destroyed
the nerves passing through one shoulder. Those nerves were held
in place, he said, by metal clips because otherwise they were
vulnerable to more injury. He had to be careful how he slept at
night and he had to warn people how to move him and how not to
move him because he would get terrible spasms as those nerves
might be affected by certain motions. While I was getting
somewhat acquainted with him, I noticed that his bare arms and
lower legs were very scaly with whitish grey scales that seemed
to be very loose so I asked him if that was part of the
condition. 
“Oh,” he said, “no, that’s because they haven’t felt as though
they dared to give me a bath. For a long time — I haven’t had a
bath in months! I’m filthy.”
Well we talked about other matters and later on we returned to
that. 
I said, “Well, it’s not healthy for you. You’ve got to bathe
occasionally, but maybe you don’t need it as often as the rest
of us because you’re not as active, but you shouldn’t have a lot
of dead skin simply floating on the surface of your body and you
need to be really clean once in a while!” 
He said, “Oh, don’t I know it!”
So maybe the second or third time I visited him was when we
gravitated to that again. Not only did he appear that way, but
he was quite odorous, as you might expect!
I said, “Do you suppose, since nobody else is available, it might
be possible for us together to be careful enough so that you
could get in and out of the shower. If you have enough strength
in your legs to keep standing in there without collapsing, why
don’t we try it and see if you really can get yourself clean,
with or without any help from me.”
So that did get attempted and we were successful. The only part
he needed me to reach was the middle of his back. He could take
care of everything else. We got him very carefully back into his
wheelchair and back into his room. We did it again after two or
three weeks and that time I had enough presence of mind to get
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his wheelchair cleaned up so that he wouldn’t be sitting in his
own dead skin particles! He was very appreciative that he had
found somebody who was willing to take that much helpful
interest in him, by doing something that even the doctor didn’t
ask any of the inmate orderlies to help with. He was moved out
of the hospital after a while and I don’t know whether he was
transferred elsewhere and went into the general population, but
as an invalid in a wheelchair, I don’t see where else they could
have put him at Lewisburg. What happened to him is only a matter
of speculation because the grapevine wasn’t forthcoming.
There was one occasion when I was told that a certain inmate
wanted to meet me and had something to talk to me about. I found
out which room he was in and it was one of the private rooms in
that wing of the hospital. When I went in there, it turned out
that he was a tall, wiry black man of maybe thirty-five or forty
who had had a pretty rough life outside pursuing whatever crimes
he was in and he had noticed me as a young man of somewhere
around thirty and it had occurred to him what fun it would be
to have sex with me.
“Well,” I said, “I don’t think that’s going to happen!” 
He said, “What would you do if I decided to insist on it?” 
I said, “Well, I think this meeting is just about over, but I
can tell you that I have no idea what I would do or what would
happen but I have half an idea that whatever happens is probably
not going to be very pleasant for either of us.” 
I just waited to see what next he would say and he didn’t seem
to get his thoughts together about that so I said, “O.K, so long.
I might see you sometime and maybe not.”
I didn’t feel I owed anything to the administration of the prison
any more than on any other occasion, so I never mentioned that
to anybody. Apparently he appreciated my not ratting on him
right away. I didn’t get him into any trouble. He got whatever
he was there for attended to and then went back out into the
general population and I never saw him again or heard from him
again. So that was that.
I just thought of a very interesting fellow I met in the “Blue
Room.” He had been a naval petty officer and his work was
shoreside. He had been on vessels before but he had a desk job
in the Navy Department. One day after I had played chess with
him quite a few times — he was very grateful to find someone who
would play the game with him — although I had rarely played it
and didn’t really know much about it except that the knights go
two up and one over and the bishop goes on his own color
diagonally across the board as far as he wants to or as far as
he can and the king and queen have their small motions and that
was about as much as I knew about it. But anyway, it seemed to
help him that someone even of my meager ability could move pieces
because that let him think about the game. That day he said he
needed to think about something as interesting as chess because
otherwise he was going crazy thinking about the way he got in
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there. Another navy officer who was a good close friend of his
had come to his desk and he said, “I’ve got a problem at home.
My son is not willing to think of a military career. I’m not too
happy about that and I would be happy if he would come into the
navy but he says he’s opposed to war and he’s going to register
as a conscientious objector. I’ve tried to talk him out of it
but I don’t want to be too heavy on him and I’m wondering how
he could do what he feels he has to do with the least amount of
damage to his future life.”
So this navy officer with whom I’d gotten acquainted, hearing
that, told his friend, well maybe his son had better get himself
copies of all the Selective Service regulations and see what
might be in the minds of the Selective Service people he meets.
It might tell him what their responsibilities are and he knows
what he feels his responsibilities are and maybe he could soften
whatever blow is going to come to him because of his attitudes.
He said, “Everybody is entitled to this. We don’t have to agree
with him, in fact I don’t, but he had better look things up and
make himself as aware as possible.”
So his friend got the boy to go over to the government printing
office and get himself copies of those regulations. The boy went
to his draft board and they found out that he was extremely
knowledgeable about their business. He was a bright guy — a quick
study! So they asked him, “Who told you this was the way it was
supposed to be done?”
And they got him to blurt out that he’d read it in Book 4 of the
regulations, which is correct. Some of them knew enough of their
own regulations to verify it. Ha-ha! So they said, “Where’d you
get those?” 
He said, “Over at the printing office.” 
“Who told you that they’d be there?” 
“My father learned about it from another fellow at the navy
department.”
Well they looked that all up and they got those two officers and
they trumped up charges about their doing illegal kinds of draft
counseling. The FBI decided to claim that there was a ring of
draft dodger counselors working and these two were the ring
leaders. They concocted this big cock and bull story about it
and they got these two officers fired by the navy, discredited,
their pensions rescinded and cancelled. They were middle aged
men, well on their way towards a pension. Besides they charged
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them in federal court and he was imprisoned in Lewisburg.

There was maximum publicity about it so their families felt
ruined. And here this guy was. His friend had gone somewhere
else. They were far separated and he was left wondering how in
the world he’d gone so far astray as to disgrace himself so
utterly. He really didn’t understand. So in between chess games
when we were talking I said, “The war makes victims out of
everybody on this side and on the opposite sides. Everybody is
forced to do things they wouldn’t have chosen. We are pressured
by propaganda into professing kinds of patriotism whether we
feel them or not and once in a while they need a big scapegoat.
By your friend innocently coming to you, that set the cards up
so that the FBI could use you as a handy scapegoat. For the sake
of the war, you have been imprisoned, in order to inhibit other
people from exercising the freedoms they’re used to. The army
guys get traumatized by everything they have to go through even
when they are not injured. The families of killed veterans are
told that their boys were very glorious for what they “gave.”
Even the Gold Star Mothers are propagandized into accepting
their loss with pride. Can you think of any way in which people
are not victimized by war? It’s just the roll of the dice. If
it hadn’t been you this guy had gone to, it would have been
somebody else. Or it might have been someone else’s son who
discovered that he was a conscientious objector. I look around
at the Bureau of Prisons. They are having to cope with all kinds
of COs of every sort. There seems to be no common denominator
among us. They can’t count on what we can do and what we can’t
do. We are all different just as people on the outside are
different. So you caught a particularly fast foul ball that was
batted into your corner, it was just a matter of chance and you
just weren’t as lucky as everybody else around. It could have
hit anybody.”
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Explaining it that way as just a way that war operates, to hit
everybody in various ways, he seemed to understand that kind of
an explanation and he calmed down a good deal.

Well, when I finally got out, a year and a half later, Carol
said that she had had a letter from a woman somewhere who said
that her husband had met me at Lewisburg. We had had some talks
that settled him into having enough strength to last the war out
and seemed to clear him of all the mystery of how he got in
there. And he says that he probably would have killed himself.
She credited me with having helped him to cope with his fear.
That was amazing. I told Carol I remembered the fellow’s
personality. I even have a mental picture of his face, but I
can’t remember his name. I guess I thought I’d never see him
again. Now, why isn’t it that way with Dr. Lindner or Warden
Hiatt or the guard named Steininger? And a lot of others!
My file that has Carol’s name on upstairs would still have that
letter that she got from that man’s wife. There was a lot of
time spent in my observing his state of extreme consternation
and unjustified guilt — he felt that he had betrayed his whole
family by being idiotic in some way. He couldn’t quite figure
out why it happened. But I think that the military people thought
they needed some kind of a cause célèbre, somebody who could
plausibly have been hung with guilt even though in normal times
what he did would be considered perfectly reasonable and not at
all disloyal. After all, the Congress had set up the system so
that it could be regulated in a way that would work.
That draft board offered me release from prison if I would go
into the Civilian Public Service, the CPS. But I explained why
I declined to the person who came to me about it, after they had
decided to make this offer. I think it was the assistant warden
who came to talk to me about it. He was one of the three on the
draft board, along with the warden and some senior officer. 
I said that I had been a visitor to quite a few Civilian Public
Service camps. I saw some of the young men who were satisfied
to sit out the war doing whatever they were asked to do. I saw
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a number of others who were very dissatisfied because the fact
that they were there made it possible for those agencies of
government, the weather service and other agencies, to discharge
some of their regular employees so that the army could draft
them. And if those COs weren’t there to take their place, those
boys might well have stayed in their useful government service
but not in war duty. So it was a source of extreme dismay to
those COs to feel that they had made it possible for somebody
else to be sent out to join the killing. Quite of few of them
left the CPS camps and they went to the camps that were run
directly by the military, government camps, without the peace
churches being in charge. Some of the COs in the other camps run
by Quaker, or Brethren, or Mennonite service committees were
feeling very bitterly critical of the churches for doing the
government’s bidding by having charge of concentration camps for
slave labor by COs. They didn’t even get the tiny army wages
because the attitude of the country wouldn’t have stood for it.
So, it was even worse than military slavery because churches
were in between as the delegated slave masters. Boys from the
peace churches were conscripted. I used to see Mennonites come
through Silver Spring on a bus and they were on the way to draft
board offices to get processed and some of them were simply put
in spurious classifications and sent home to wait it out. In
terms of warfare, the Mennonites were sometimes considered to
be more of a lost cause to the Army than young Quakers. The
military attitude about the Quakers was that because some of
them were willing to go into war, then the rest of them ought
to be also willing.
I was approached and asked if I would be interested in applying
for parole. I had looked up the practice of paroling prisoners
and essentially it seemed like a system where you take the
inmate’s word as binding that he’s going to be a good person and
keep out of trouble and you take a chance on him and let him out
and see if he can fly right and not do any more crimes but, I
thought that certainly didn’t fit this present situation. I
said, “I got into trouble trying to be a good man, trying not
to destroy people or property. And that’s why I’m here. It seems
ridiculous for me to promise to be a good boy now! We might have
another war! It’s not up to me! I’ll keep on trying to be a good
person, regardless! But, as to applying for the privilege of
freedom by giving you my word to be good, being good is what got
me in here.”
All this I was telling the Warden of Lewisburg Penitentiary.
“So, I figure that whenever the political situation is such that
the people over you have no more reason to keep me here, they
might decide to let me go.”
I thought, I haven’t heard that we have turned into bad Germans
and are destroying useless people, like maybe me, and unless the
government does that kind of thing, I’ll be free sometime.
One day at Lewisburg, the Catholic Chaplain came into the
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hospital ward. There were about twenty-two beds, eleven on each
side, a large open space in the middle, and he looked around and
he asked something of somebody and then he looked at me and he
came straight over to me. He introduced himself as the Catholic
Chaplain at Lewisburg and revealed his simplified understanding
of my status in that place. Then he said that before he was at
Lewisburg, he was a chaplain in the army. I felt my interest
rising a bit at that. So we talked, generally, and there were
some other fellows who sauntered over nearby and stood around.
This wasn’t a private setting so they were welcome to listen and
they didn’t seem to make much comment but they listened very
carefully to what this priest and I were talking about. And then
this priest began to become a little pointed. By degrees he got
to his point: 
“I understand you’re here for refusing military service. You
must be missing the importance of putting down those Godless
dictators who are threatening the whole Christian world.”

I replied to the effect that, “They are succeeding, perhaps, in
making most Christians abandon the whole message of Jesus about
how to deal with our enemies. We are returning all kinds of evil
for evil, as war causes everyone on both sides to resemble each
other closely. What do you think Jesus would be telling us, and
them, just now?”
So then I asked him, “What is there in Christian ethics that
would possibly justify a bunch of priests telling a larger bunch
of very young men not to be morally concerned about killing each
other wholesale? What was there in Jesus’ teachings that would
justify that? Don’t you suppose that Jesus Christ would be
opposed to our doing that to each other?”
We had just a little more give and take before he suddenly
decided that his watch told him that he was late, or almost late,
to his next appointment, so he got out of there pretty fast. As
soon as he was out of hearing, some of these men, convicts all,
standing around, were beginning to laugh and oh, they thought
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that was a great show! They congratulated me for having given
this so and so a good argument because he deserves it. I asked, 
“What’s the matter with him? Why were you so glad that maybe he
was embarrassed over what we talked about?”
And they told me, “What a devil he is in priest’s robes!”
They said that there wasn’t an inmate in this whole place that
hasn’t been warned against confessing anything to him because
he’ll trot up to the warden and tell him about it. He will
violate his own priestly duties doing that. Oh, they called him
all kinds of dirty names and they were so pleased that I had
apparently sort of put him down, but gently. Ha-ha! I’d asked
him questions that he didn’t try to answer!
There was one old man who’d been in the Lewisburg prison hospital
occasionally for some minor illnesses. He was up in years. He
must have been somewhere around sixty or sixty-five and he came
in seeming more depressed than I’d seen him before. Each time
he came in he seemed more depressed so I asked the former
Merchant Marine sea captain, Laurent Brackx, who brought me the
books from the library, “What’s the matter with this tall, thin
fellow? He seems to be down in the dumps more than ever. Every
he comes in here he looks worse.” 
“Oh, he’s getting short. His sentence is almost up.”
So he would be going out pretty soon. Well, the day came when
he went out. We saw him from the hospital windows going out from
the front door of the building, the gatehouse in the thirty-foot
wall. The way he was trudging looked as if he was on his way to
his execution instead of on his way to freedom. But he had spent
so much of his life in prisons and jails of all kinds and he’d
gotten so old that he didn’t know how he was going to cope with
the outside world. It scared him and depressed him to think that
he was going to be on his own responsibility and he didn’t have
a sense of responsibility or how to take care of himself on the
outside. So out he went and about ten days later in he came!
Some marshal was conducting him to the building’s front door
again and we soon found out, because everybody saw him come in
and everyone in the whole place knew through the grapevine that
he was back. Well, they all expected him to be a lot happier
than he was. He seemed to have a big burden lifted off his back. 
What had happened was that as soon as he was out, he had a ticket
to somewhere, he got off at a city that had a sister city on the
other side of a river, in another state, like Kansas City,
Missouri and Kansas City, Kansas, across the state line, and as
soon as he got there he left the bus station and looked at every
car and as soon as he found a car with the keys in the ignition,
he got in it. He could remember just enough about driving that
he got it to the bridge and went over the river into the other
state and if he happened to know where the police station was,
he parked that car in front of the police station and sat in it.
Pretty soon the theft of that car went out on the wire services
and some policeman going out on his beat happened to see the
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license plate, took out his police sheet and saw that the plates
fit. So he went over to the guy and said, “Is this your car?” 
He said, “No, I stole it!” 
“Where’d you steal it from?” 
“The other side of the bridge.”
He mentioned the name of the state over there. The policeman
asked, “Well, why’d you steal it and what’s it here for?”
Well, he didn’t profess to know why and just let the officer do
what he wanted to do and he took him into the station. So some
other policeman took the car back. It wasn’t damaged, but they
charged him with stealing an automobile and taking it across a
state line. And that was a federal offense, so they had him up
in federal court and he was sentenced. He didn’t object and he
didn’t try to defend himself at all. They looked up his record
and learned that he’d just come out of Lewisburg. They
considered his age and they said, “Looks like you’re going back
to Lewisburg.” 
“O.K.”
Well they said that maybe they ought to send him to some other
place, and he didn’t look as pleased about that! Lewisburg was
his home and he didn’t like to be put out, so they accommodated
him again. Poor guy! He just couldn’t make it on the outside.
There was another prisoner named Gene McCann. He had been called
The Boy Wonder of Wall Street in his day. He was some kind of a
broker for stocks. He was also some kind of a manipulator and
he made an awful lot of money using other people’s money without
their consent. So, he made quite a pile in a hurry. Back in the
thirties it wasn’t as easy, maybe, and he got caught for
securities and exchange violations. He got put in Lewisburg. He
felt that he was only trying to do what the country had permitted
all the robber barons to do. To get rich quick was the epitome
of American success so why were they bothering him? He felt put
upon. It got to be pretty strong paranoia. He began to wonder
if all the people in the beds and all the orderlies who came in
and the people with the food carts that came in three times a
day were really looking for ways of getting him. So he took to
the underside of his bed and on the floor he’d keep on writing
writs to Judge Learned Hand of the Supreme Court of New York.
But he didn’t have good handwriting, so before he had retreated
into his hole under his bed he’d been socializing some with us,
and he’d seen that I had been re-establishing my handwriting.
College had been pretty hard on it, taking notes! Ha-ha! So, I
had relearned the alphabet and I was writing very neatly. Well,
he got the idea that maybe I could go about practicing while
copying his scrawls to make his writs legible. At one time some
of his writs had been in Judge Learned Hand’s court and the Judge
said that he wasn’t going to wear out his eyes trying to read
this awful scrawl. Unless he could learn how to write, or get
his manuscripts made legible, he wasn’t going to read another
thing from him. So I wrote maybe half a dozen in three or four
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months and they all got into Judge Learned Hand’s possession and
he denied almost all of them, but he gave partial relief in one
or two. So, it felt as if I was getting to be a jailhouse lawyer!
Ha-ha! But all I was doing was a copying job, just as if I’d had
a typewriter, making things legible. So I didn’t know whether
Gene McCann had anything really convincing to offer the Judge,
but if he had the right to get the Judge to read something, then
I shouldn’t refuse to help him exercise that right.
Carol and I corresponded quite frequently until it was shut off
by censorship, when they didn’t like what I said about the
President. The President’s war was still going on and I was
sounding to them almost treasonous. Some of the guards, when
they didn’t have other things to do, would set up a table in a
hallway and one of those tables was often in front of our cages.
They would go through inmate letters to make sure there wasn’t
something in them about other inmates or about the prison
system, criticizing it, and some of the guards even took offense
at political ideas that were contrary to their own. They would
report through channels to the warden that so-and-so’s
correspondence has these things in it. There were five letters
that got returned to me at one time and those were letters going
on three or four weeks. They were all addressed to my wife and
I was writing them as freely as if there was no censorship.
I didn’t recognize their right to censor what she wrote or what
I wrote. I felt that I had been kidnapped from home and family
and friends for reasons which were connected with a war which
was as rotten as any other war in its effect on people. I didn’t
want to recognize the validity of my incarceration. Carol and
I had talked about the idea that maybe our correspondence might
not be agreeable to some people in the official hierarchy in the
prison.

I remember seeing one man at Lewisburg. He’d brought in his
pocket three or four strawberries. When he got inside, and I
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guess they trusted him enough not to search him, he distributed
these strawberries, one to each of a few other inmate friends
in the prison. They were ripe, luscious looking strawberries.
They must have tasted wonderfully. But for that, either some
guard saw or heard, or some snitch went to a guard and the guy
was thrown in the hole. It was a bare cell, sometimes with
padding around the walls, a concrete floor with a little hole
in the middle of it and not even a toilet in there. The hole
would be used for that. There was no light coming through the
door at all. That was “the hole,” so he spent a while in
solitary, supposedly thinking how wrong he’d been to do whatever
the officials took offense at. For dealing out a few
strawberries to friends, and he was a farmworker on the outside
of the walls, but anything he brought in that wasn’t officially
sanctioned was, by definition, contraband. He was being punished
as though he’d brought in a bag full of heroin. Ha-ha-ha-ha!
There was one sweet little guy, a virgin and looking very
innocent. He was a Jehovah’s Witness, I guess upper teens, and
he’d gotten into prison somehow. I think he wasn’t a CO but I’m
not sure. Well, anyway, he’d gotten gang raped by a bunch of
old, hardened convicts one day and really injured. He was in the
hospital for awhile getting treated for the roughness of that.
And then he had the duty to testify against those guys in court.
They were still in the population in the prison. So he was really
beset with fears. He didn’t know who these guys had as
confederates in other departments or in the hospital or
wherever, so he was extremely vulnerable. It was so worrisome
that he became ill from it. I think eventually he was released
because he was simply going to pieces in there. If he hadn’t
really done anything wrong except to claim what his religious
leadership said he was, they were punishing the innocent, by any
common sense way of looking at it. But he was one of these
“pretty boys.” These old guys I guess must have pretended that
he was female. George Bernard Shaw said that in schools no child
was protected from the others as he would have been in prison.
But prison protection wasn’t always effective either.
There was a band leader named Bratcher50 who had the next bed to
mine for a while. I don’t remember his first name, but he had
the nickname of Washie because his band played late at night to
entertain people who came to hear his band at the Washington
Hotel, just across the street from the Treasury Department.
Well, he was the leader of a little band he had organized. They
were entertaining people in the hotel, evenings. These were very
late —they went on from nine or ten o’clock to one or two o’clock
in the morning— so he slept all the rest of the morning. They
would work on their music during the afternoon and get to the
hotel in the middle of the evening and start entertaining folks.
A lot of government officials would go there, sometimes with
their wives and families and it was a kind of a nightclub. He

50. Everett Malcolm Bratcher, as later research revealed.
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used patriotic themes of one kind or another, but he didn’t bore
people too much with that. He thought they were doing pretty
good music but he had a hard time staying awake sometimes in
order to perform adequately in leading his band. So, he took
some Benadryl tablets sometimes, under doctor’s prescription,
and I don’t know whether it was always with legitimate access,
but there was enough officialdom participating in this
entertainment, the audience crowd, so that it was considered to
be helping the morale of the government. So, he was given some
deferments because they felt that this was an essential
occupation.
Anyway, on somebody’s representation he came under suspicion.
Somebody who knew that he was using “bennies” to keep awake with
said that he was taking it in order to show certain symptoms
that might make him unacceptable for military duty. So the
suspicion was that he was a draft dodger. If you wanted to get
a drug addict, anybody had to say that he was doing drugs in
order to escape from the draft. He would immediately be under
suspicion and anything could happen to him. So, he was brought
up on charges and he tried to defend himself. He had a pretty
good income so he had a good lawyer, but the lawyer didn’t
prevail, so he found himself in the federal penitentiary. And
he was mad! He was terribly provoked. He had a good thing going
and it was earning him a lot of money and now they took it all
away. It cost him a lot for legal fees besides. He was extremely
angry about that. He came into that hospital with some real
ailments. I don’t know whether he had some withdrawal symptoms
or what, but he was almost eating himself up with his own anger.
All the other inmates quickly realized that he had this terrible
chip on his shoulder and unless they really enjoyed tangling
with somebody like that they had best let him alone. He and I
tangled only once, but he was tangling repeatedly with some of
the others. Others kept out of his way completely. He would get
a sudden impulse that he was uncomfortable in some way.
One cold night he got up and flipped around his desk into the
little aisle about this wide between the heads of our beds and
the little side tables we had between each bed and the next and
the window wall. And he went to the window right behind his bed
and he threw it up, all the way to the half sash. Well, in
streamed the bitter winter weather. This was just about a year
before I was released and the weather was already cold at the
beginning of that winter. The room cooled down in a hurry. He
wasn’t saying anything or doing anything in his bed so about
fifteen or twenty minutes later people were starting to grouse
around the room. I slipped out of bed and went around and put
the window halfway down, quietly, thinking that if I slammed it
all the way down, Washie might go into a tizzy. I didn’t know
why he wasn’t freezing to death in his own bed! He was that close
to the same window. I hadn’t even reached my bed again, having
gone around the other end of the row, when he bounded out of
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bed, yelled at me and punched me in the stomach and I went down.
All of a sudden two guys came up from the other side of the room
and started banging him around, slammed him in his bed and told
him to stay there or he’d be beaten up a lot worse. Then they
came over to me and got me up and checked me out to see if I was
hurt any worse than being out of breath. He was threatened with
a whole lot more if he ever did anything like that again. I could
see that he was not prison wise at all and he’d better wise up
or he might get himself killed in there.
[O]ne night, a couple of weeks later, after things had simmered
down and he seemed to get a little more reasonable, I suddenly
lost my vision from the center line to the left, both eyes at
once. Everything was clear from the center to the right but
everything was a blue-grey haze from the center to the left. It
was the same in both eyes. I realized that I had had that once
before, about two hours before I had a migraine headache. It was
bothering me during the evening and when the doctor made his
last rounds he came past my bed. Somebody else had told him he’d
better see me and mentioned this peculiar vision problem. So he
came over and said, “Is something ailing you?” 
I said, “I had this loss of vision on the left side of each eye
about a half hour or so ago and now I’ve got this very strong
headache and I think it’s migraine and if it is I’m going to
have a tough time trying to sleep tonight. It’s pretty strong
and I’ve had it before.” 
“Well,” he said, “What have you been taking for it?”
I said, “I had some Cafergot.”
They were tablets containing caffeine and ergotamine, a tartrate
combination in a tablet. “They don’t have any of that here, he
said, but I know one thing that will let you sleep and by the
morning you’ll be all over it because migraines are that short.
I’ll give you one.”
The prison doctor substituted codeine most effectively. It was
in a tiny pill, very small, and I said that I didn’t know if I
should take that. “Isn’t that addictive?” 
“Oh,” he said, “one won’t do it. You won’t have another migraine
for a long time probably. It’s only occasional with most
people.”
It was so with me. I don’t think I’ve had it more than four or
five times in my life.
So he gave me this one little tablet and I downed it with some
water, being assured by the doctor that it’s the repeated taking
of this that gets people hooked. He said that I wouldn’t have
any tendency for that. So I took it and I didn’t remember much
more before I was out and waking up in the morning. As I woke
up I realized that Washie Bratcher was staring at me from his
bed and as soon as he saw that I was definitely awake he swung
his legs over and he leaned over and he said, 
“John, were you pretending to be asleep last night?” 
“No!” I said, “I really had a good night’s sleep!” 
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He said, “No, I don’t mean that. Right after you had that pill,
two minutes later I called your name to see if you were
pretending to be asleep and you didn’t respond at all! I can’t
believe it works that fast!”
Well, the result was so swift that Washie was intrigued to the
point of exasperation, poor guy! I thought, he must know
something about these addictive drugs if he knows that it takes
a lot more than that to put you out. I’d never had it before so
it would probably hit me a whole lot faster and harder than it
would hit him. I think he may have abused himself with illicit
drugs to the point that gave him a high tolerance, so he couldn’t
believe that a tiny narcotic tablet could give anyone such quick
relief, into sound sleep, from a fully developed migraine
headache. He must have been experimenting with a whole lot more
than these bennies. Ha-ha-ha! There was something of a drug
culture even that long ago. Ha-ha!
Well, after I left Lewisburg and he had meanwhile gone somewhere
else, I’d lost sight of him, somehow he found out where I was.
I was in Washington for a while after my release. I lived in a
house that our Friends’ Meeting owned on Kalorama Road, not far
from Florida Avenue. I got some kind of a card from him that had
some handwriting on it that was normal but there was just one
sentence that sounded like a bit of his old bitterness. He had
been trying to get re-established somehow in life and something
had bothered him intensely. So I wrote to him and I said, “I’ve
been thinking about you from time to time ever since we were
adjacent to each other at Lewisburg some time back. If you
sometimes are in the same frame of mind as you seemed to be very
strongly while you were there, it might be a very nice idea if
you would find somebody you can really trust who has some
technical knowledge of these things to help you with whatever
is bothering you. If it’s circumstances around here that seem
to go bad and you react very strongly more than most people
would, well that’s one thing. Or if you’re taking anything that
ought to be under prescription you might get some really good
help but make sure that it isn’t somebody who will rat on you
to the authorities. Some people might be able to tell you the
name of somebody who is really good along this line. Then once
you’re sure of who it is and a person of really fine reputation,
you might really need to trust that person thoroughly and let
him help you to a better life.”
I got one letter from him acknowledging mine and saying that it
sounded like very wise advice, and he was going to take it. But
I never had any other feedback from him later. He was a handy
scapegoat but not without possibly some real guilt on his part
for being a “druggie.”
I met a beekeeper, or a student of beekeeping I should say, at
Lewisburg, by the name of Bernard Royals. He had taken advantage
of his access through the administration at Lewisburg to a
correspondence school. Many prisoners are students through the
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International Correspondence Schools, ICS. He was in there,
having been implicated in a murder. There were two or three other
companions. He was from one of the Carolinas, I believe. As he
put it to me, he shouldn’t have been with these fellows and he
had had warnings about their being bad fellows, but he was
somewhat younger than they were and he thought they were pretty
jolly and adventuresome but he had no idea that they would be
stupid enough to commit a murder. Just for the sake of robbing
a few things out of a convenience store somewhere on the
roadside. Well, they were challenged by the owner and one of
them pulled out a gun that nobody else knew he had and shot the
owner, who was also a sheriff, and killed him. All four were
sent up for murder because they were all involved in this death
of the storekeeper. Royals was only the driver of the car.
Another one was also horror-struck at what his friend had done.
Anyway, he had been studying beekeeping. He was going to be a
farmer after he got out. He was going to find some out of the
way place that was big enough so that he could have a number of
hives and be harvesting honey and selling it. He thought maybe
he could make a living doing that if he had enough hives. What
he knew about beekeeping, he was glad to have a listener like
me to tell his new understandings to, about how they behave, how
you use smoke to keep them gentle and do things that you have
to do with a hive, even while it’s occupied.
There was one fellow who was small and wiry but looked like he
had been greatly weakened and I got acquainted with him at the
hospital in Lewisburg. He had been broken up in a motorcycle
accident. He had flown over the handlebars in a very awkward way
and he had lost an eye, had skull concussions, fractures, had
broken some of his limbs and had a large damage in his crotch
area. So he had had some expert surgery to put various delicate
things back together again. Telling me about it, he even offered
to let me see the surgeon’s handiwork. I told him that I didn’t
need that and I’d just as well not remember seeing it. I didn’t
have strong enough clinical interest to be any less than
horrified at what I’d probably be seeing! He was having
difficulty having the right shape of glass eye put in that side.
He was quite a fellow, an interesting fellow of very low
intellect and very low education, but struggling along, trying
to live as well as he could in spite of being very missing in
some departments of his thinking.... He had been put back
together in so many different ways all over his frame, but he
still had a certain amount of old spunk left in him. He was very
grateful really that, in spite of his criminal behavior, the
prison system was still handling his medical difficulties in a
way that was more fortunate for him than he felt he had ever
deserved.
One of the fellows came into the prison hospital having a
peculiar kind of alcohol poisoning. There was no alcohol
available to inmates and the whole prison system didn’t have any
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alcohol inside it, not even in the warden’s own house. So how
did this fellow get so drunk? It turned out that while he was
in the hospital, the investigation showed that he had been doing
some painting work and some surfaces needed to be shellacked.
So he had gone into a closet and had been breathing in the fumes
from his shellac, which has alcohol as a thinner. He was painting
various surfaces in that closet and keeping the door closed
because he was really an alcoholic craving that smell. They
shouldn’t have had him painting with shellac at all! He had
passed out before they found him. So he was needing hospital
service for a while!
There was one great big fellow, an orderly in the prison
hospital. All the inmates called him “Tiny.” They had to make
his clothes specially for him out of large pieces of cloth. I
don’t think I ever saw a fellow with that big and long a belt.
If he leaned over, his shirt tail would come completely out. I
didn’t learn until later just how much he weighed when he came
into that hospital, but he came in in order to go under medical
control for losing weight. He wanted to get down to some
reasonable level. So he was there for most of a year. He was on
a regimen with controlled diet. His doctor’s goal was one pound
per day, which is pretty rapid. Finally he came to the point
where he was boasting and so was his doctor of his having lost
two hundred pounds in exactly two hundred days. He was a tall,
big framed fellow and he still weighed about two hundred forty.
That meant he was almost too big to walk when he first came in.
He had to watch his mental attitude and his emotional
instabilities because it was costing him something to lose that.
He had a feeling of anxiety all the time. The doctor had warned
him about that. So he kept himself right side up and he made it.
Another inmate, who grew up in Iceland, impressed me most
favorably. His name, Austvaldur Bragi Brynjolffson, was Danish,
I would guess. In his late twenties, probably, he was imprisoned
as an army combat veteran who got into trouble as a suspected
murderer in a Paris hotel after he had been in continuous daily
combat for between 45 and 50 days across northern France from
the landing onto the Normandy coast almost to Belgium. So
exhausted that he was given R&R (rest and recreation) in Paris,
he could remember quite a wild time until he got awakened with
a terrible hangover by a French gendarme who demanded to know
why a dead woman had been found in the adjoining hotel room. He
could remember nothing at all about the previous day or two; so
he was turned over to army officers for summary court-martial
and convicted by circumstantial evidence. He hoped he wasn’t
guilty, but feared the gendarmes’ guesses might be correct.
After some time in a very cruel British P.O.W. camp he was
transferred into the US to get medical treatment and to do some
years in prison at Lewisburg. In our adjoining hospital ward
beds, we soon got acquainted. Openly friendly he was, although
deeply preoccupied with the possibility that he may have
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disgraced himself as the only Icelander who ever committed a
murder, in their thousand-year history since the island was
first settled or its parliament (the “Althing”) was formed in
930 AD.51
Austvaldur requested a visit by another Icelander who was a
religious minister of a church in Cleveland; and that man came
to offer counsel and emotional support for him in such desperate
circumstances, and perhaps later to help facilitate the young
man’s eventual repatriation and rehabilitation after the war. I
hope his brief visit and friendship with me may have been
helpful, and I have often thought of him and wondered whether
he ever recovered enough to have a good life again, back home.
I have long been interested in Iceland for other reasons, so
perhaps opportunity might open to learn what may have become of
him.

November 30, Saturday: At the Lewisburg Penitentiary in Pennsylvania, a prison guard named Steininger came with 
a box to the cell of prisoner of conscience John R. Kellam — and Friend John found that he was being released 
from this maximum-security prison directly into civilian life in an America at peace.

He would be able to reunite with his wife Agnes Carol Zens Kellam and see his 15-month-old daughter Susan 
Kellam for the 1st time. They would live for awhile in a residence owned by their Florida Avenue Friends’ 
Meeting in Washington DC, a house situated on nearby Kalorama Road. Another daughter, Wendy, would be 
born in 1947.

He was the one who was assigned to come to my cell on the day
that I was released and get me prepared to go out. So he put all
my clothes on me after telling me that I was on my way out. So
I guess I acknowledged in some way that I wasn’t very excited. 
He said, “Don’t you believe me?” 
I said, “I’ll believe you if I see the outside first.”
So he realized then that he had to do everything between here
and there. So he put me in a wheelchair after he’d put my clothes
on. It was winter, almost winter, in late November, after
Thanksgiving. We didn’t go through the usual signing out. He had
a box that I found out later on was my own personal belongings
that I’d taken into there. I had a small shoebox with a few
things in it that I had been working on as a tentative hobby in

51. It is a fact that into the 1940s murder was quite rare in Iceland. Only two cases of homicide were registered on the island between 
1920 and 1940. Unfortunately, there has been an increase and while Iceland is still considerably behind most Western societies, in 
the 1990s the murder rate reached.6-.7 (one or two such cases per year for the entire island).
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prison and that’s here. I found myself with these things in my
lap sitting in a wheelchair outside the front of the prison.

I was willing to go home as soon as I found myself at liberty
to go but I wasn’t going to put my family in jeopardy by trying
to escape. 
Well, this guard had a passenger car there and he said, “I’m
going into Lewisburg town on some errands. I could drop you off
at the train station. You’ve got a train ticket to Washington
DC in your pocket.”
I was to go back to Washington DC to my family. But he said, “As
far as I’m concerned you can sit here overnight or you can walk
to town or you can accept a ride from me. Whatever you want to
do, you’re a free man now.” So I said, “In that case I’d be glad
of a ride into town. Thank you very much.”

And on the way I said, “Mr. Steininger, I’ve been wondering about
you over the last year or so, particularly since I saw Larry
Gara come down the hall with his hair in your hand. You seem
like a reasonable fellow but I find it hard to put that together
with what you were doing that day!” 
“Oh,” he said, “that happened after I had taken this job here.
I left Byberry in Philadelphia, Byberry Hospital, it’s a mental
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hospital, it was originally called the hospital for the insane,
I think, and that was a good job. But I had more money if I took
this job. So I took it. I realized right away, almost, that this
was a terrible job for me to have. It didn’t suit me at all. So
I was just about to quit when the President in Washington issued
an executive order freezing us in our essential occupations and
a lot of other people in hundreds of other occupations all over
the country. And I was stuck. I couldn’t legally leave my job
unless the prison officials were willing to let me go. But they
could hold me and they did. So, I was trying desperately to get
fired.”
He said he went AWOL one time and went back to work at Byberry,
but soon the FBI came to tell him that his choice was to go back
to Lewisburg as a guard, or else be sent to be a prisoner there.
One of the easiest ways to get any guard fired was to have him
abusing prisoners. So, he said, “I figured if I got tough enough,
not doing any real damage, but insulting prisoners and mussing
them up enough they’d decide I was no good as a guard and they’d
fire me. I’d have been happy to go back to Byberry and have been
an orderly there as an assistant for patient care. I loved that
job!” So, Larry was one of those who got in the way and the
opportunity to misbehave was right in front of him. He was trying
to lose his job! And they allowed it.
Getting out was very traumatic. Suddenly there were cars
whizzing around in a way that I didn’t remember. Traffic was
much heavier. People had quicker tempers and shorter patience.
All the friends we had in Washington, and in the Friends
Committee on National Legislation, where I worked for the first
year of its life, 1943, accompanied and brought my wife and
daughter to the railway station to meet me. They had been told,
somehow, probably by the warden’s office, which train they
thought I would be on. There must have been fifteen or twenty
people. So we had quite a party that evening. Raymond Wilson had
his group and Jeanette Hadley was with us. Sam Levering was down
in Virginia so he wasn’t among them. There were just the four
of us in FCNL at that time. All four names are signed on that
poster at the far end of the room. I’m the only survivor among
the four. There are only four posters signed. We each got one
of them.
It was interesting that no one since then, until yourself [the
interviewer, Friend Caroline B. Webster], has ever
systematically drawn me out on my wartime experience. The war
was in many ways so awful that I think the whole world would
like to forget it. I can understand that. It’s like pulling teeth
for the Holocaust Museum staff and Sam Spielberg to be
interviewing the few survivors of the extermination camps to
tell their stories. They are collecting them and it’s almost too
late because in another ten or twenty years the last of them
will be gone. 
There’s one reason why I’m not more impressed with the
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unusualness of this kind of sacrifice, and that is that I’ve
grown up in a country that is chock full of windfalls and
wipeouts. I had a wipeout there and I had to recover from it.
It took quite a few years before I was on my feet again and even
able to support a family and do a little saving in order to
prevent becoming either a public charge or an expense to my own
descendants, if I ever reached old age. The judge who had
sentenced me announced that he was going to give me the absolute
maximum penalty because he felt that I was one of the worst of
all the draft dodgers. So he prescribed five years of
imprisonment and in addition, he said, a fine of one thousand
dollars. Looking back, I think he probably kicked himself all
over the next day or two when he reviewed and found out that he
could have said ten thousand. The other nine I wouldn’t have had
because I didn’t own that much. But if he was trying to make a
greater example of me he could have said more. He had been bawled
out by a Jehovah’s Witness one week earlier in his own courtroom.
Jehovah’s Witnesses were mostly considered to be spurious
ministers because the whole congregation claimed to be
ministers. Judges were not likely to credit that, especially
since those ministers had decided that they were to be exempted
as much as anybody who had done doctorate work in ministry before
taking a congregation. Ha-ha! Anyway, this Jehovah’s Witness got
up and declared himself a minister and that he was entitled to
be exempt from any war, except Armageddon. He said, “If
Armageddon comes you’ll see how much of a soldier I’ll be — I’ll
be one of the best fighters in the country! But not for any other
kind of a war!”
Well, by definition he wasn’t a CO because he wasn’t opposed to
all wars! Ha-ha-ha! To get legalistic about it, that is! Ha-ha-
ha! Anyway, he said some things that were very upsetting to the
judge. It characterized the judge’s authority as being
nonexistent. Now, you don’t do that to judges without
consequences! So the judge threw the book at him and I guess
from what my lawyer who wanted to defend me told me, that judge
probably decided that any other draft dodger who came before him
was going to get the book too. Ha-Ha-Ha! The judge was super
patriotic for one additional reason and that was because of the
J.W.’s tirade! The war makes victims of all of us including that
judge. He had to suffer the indignity of being called down by
some young whippersnapper claiming to be a minister of the
Gospel. Ha-ha! Poor guy! Some people just haven’t any respect
for the black robes of a judge! Ha-ha-ha-ha! 
Well, the fine was partly collected. They got the car which I
had told Carol belonged to her because I wasn’t going to be able
to use it probably for the rest of its life as a five year
sentence was possible and seemed likely. And it did come. So,
she should have the car’s title transferred to her and use it
for as long as she might be able to support a car and gain any
convenience from it. Well, the judge gave the FBI the duty to
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go collect it and I don’t know whether they got the key to it
from Carol or whether they simply hot-wired it and drove it away.
They could probably have gotten the Pontiac company to give them
a key for that car. Anyhow, we never saw it again. Oh, let’s
see, that was an eight-year-old car at the time so it only had
maybe three or four hundred of those days’ valued dollars left
in it. The car, in 1936, had cost my mother nine hundred and
thirty-six dollars. We had been all the way out west and back
and when she was not going to be able to keep a car anymore, she
gave it to us when Carol and I were married. So it went to the
government as part payment on the thousand dollar fine. Then
they went after my checking and savings account at the Co-Op
Credit Union in Toledo. I think they may have gotten a hundred
dollars out of that checking account. The savings account they
didn’t tap and the credit union went broke. It failed and it
wasn’t decided how much they could pay per dollar to all their
depositors. The federal government was not able to collect any
of that money because it was all in escrow, in other court
proceedings. They never did get any of it. Eventually, after
several more years when I got out, and while I was at PennCraft,
working for the American Friends Service Committee, the Credit
Union paid something like seventy-five or eighty cents on the
dollar to all depositors. So we got most of that back and the
federal government never got a dime. Ha-ha-ha! I never thought
they were entitled to my contributing! I didn’t think they were
entitled to the possession of my body during those twenty-two
and a half months. They were another kind of a kidnapper and if
they had left the way open, I would have felt free to take to
my heels and get back to my family, ignoring the fact that they
might pick me up again. I felt no responsibility whatever to a
war-corrupted court or a war-corrupted law enforcement
machinery, especially one whose officers were willing to lie
about me outrageously under oath in a courtroom. Justice was
stood on its tail. So the courts, the public, the COs, the GIs,
GI parents and friends, and all the other people in the country
and in a way even the profiteers who were avariciously gathering
up the dollars from the war material procurement machinery were
corrupted and therefore in a way victimized by the war. I don’t
think the country had anybody in it who wasn’t victimized in
some fashion. The whole world suffered.
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I was released, broke and owing.

The first time I drove a car, I wondered if I would even remember
enough about it not to make horrible blunders in this terrible
press of traffic. I was astonished to find out within the first
day or two that I could accommodate. I was still in my earliest
thirties and so I found it was like riding a bicycle, you never
really lose the knack! But I did have to watch a whole lot more
carefully and I was very nervous for quite a while until I was
more confident that I could do it without some terrible blunders
of inattention. I remember the first time I went out from a
friend’s home, somewhere in the Northwest section of Washington,
walking about three blocks to pick up a newspaper and some little
items like toothpaste or maybe some ice cream, the things that
you’d get in a drugstore, and paid some money that Carol gave
me for that trip, and to get the proper change and bring it back
to the house seemed very strange to be doing that under nobody’s
supervision! Freedom is almost traumatically strange after being
out of circulation for even less than two years!
But I was relatively fortunate. I had a sense of mission to
support and sustain me. That was extremely important. Carol and
I had discussed in advance a lot of the “what ifs” and “what
might happens” — what if they don’t let us correspond freely?
A tight censorship might even cut us off from each other in every
way. If they refuse to let us have our letters delivered to each
other, we might have to give it up and not keep kicking against
the bricks of misfortune that that involves. Her mother didn’t
understand that at all. She became extremely critical of me —
and Carol was living with her.
We live in a country where freedom and democracy is believed to
be real by our public but when we are experienced enough we find
out that sometimes it isn’t so real. Even presidents after a
short time in office find out who their real bosses are, and
it’s not the electorate. So some of freedom and democracy, even
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in this country, is illusion. We have a lot of work to do to
perfect it.
I had worked for the Friends Committee on National Legislation
for more than a year, from 1943 up until I was married, in August
1944, and I think FCNL continues to be just as faithful and just
as strong in speaking truth to power as it ever has been. They
have a larger staff, they are speaking with a stronger voice and
under the same kind of special guidance as they began with.
I think FCNL has not become any weaker even though the other
lobbying powers that beset government people, elected and
appointed, have become even stronger than they were back when
FCNL started. They are strong in rough proportion to the money
involved and Congress bows abjectly before the power of money. 
The Reverend Thomas E. Ahlburn, of the Benevolent Congregation
Church in Providence, now retired, is a minister friend of mine
who was very much with me and others in the equal housing
opportunity legislative movement in Rhode Island. One day Tom
picked me up and gave me a ride downtown. We talked a bit and
somehow the subject came up of church and state separation, and
shouldn’t that work both ways. I said that I think this may be
one of the very few ways in which communication isn’t and
shouldn’t be a two-way street. I think religious bodies and
other kinds of civic groups should always be telling government
—just as individuals should— how they think government ought to
behave. Government should be very careful never to tell the
religious groups how they should behave. This means it’s a one-
way street of attempted influence. That is properly a one-way
street. Well, Tom said, that’s the first time I’ve ever heard
it explained like that. He said, there’s something in this for
me to think about. He had heard something he hadn’t expected to
and he thought maybe it was right.
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At the 23rd Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speakers were John Howland Lathrop, Deryck 
Siven, and Evan Thomas.

The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends expressed concern that the Moses 
Brown School and the Lincoln School in Providence, Rhode Island, although supposedly, nominally, they 
were under its care, were racist establishments that were not in fact extending this Quaker educational 
opportunity to “children of all races.”

By the mid-1950s, most Friends schools in the East had admitted
at least a few African American students, and in some cases a
substantial number had gained admittance. In 1958 Friends Select
and Westtown were the two Friends Schools with the most African
American students. Friends in New England, however, appear to
have lagged behind. In 1947 New England Yearly Meeting expressed
its concern that Moses Brown and Lincoln School in Providence,
Rhode Island, two schools under the yearly meeting’s care,
should include “children of all races in their school family”;
six years later another minute suggested that the schools were
then ready to do so. Still, in 1957 the yearly meeting continued
to question whether Friends and their schools were “clear of
discrimination.” Ten years late the meeting created a seventeen-
member committee, including heads of the yearly meeting’s
schools, to further “the meeting’s concern to meet the needs of
more students from disadvantaged and minority groups” and to
raise funds for scholarships. By the 1960s several African
Americans had been admitted to Moses Brown School.52

1947

52. Page 332 in Donna McDaniel’s and Vanessa Julye’s FIT FOR FREEDOM, NOT FOR FRIENDSHIP: QUAKERS, AFRICAN 
AMERICANS, AND THE MYTH OF RACIAL JUSTICE (Philadelphia: Quaker Press of Friends General Conference, 2009).
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Former war prisoner and convicted felon John R. Kellam was accepted as worker for the American Friends 
Service Committee –which was queerly unprejudiced against him53 although they were well aware of his 
record of draft dodging– in a project called PennCraft:

I had been working for the American Friends Service Committee
in its subsidiary called Friends Service, Incorporated, helping
coal miners who wanted to build their own homes in their spare
time, when they were only partly employed and had been
completely unemployed earlier when their fathers built a group
of stone houses in the farm adjoining the one that I had gone
out to manage. I had only eight homesteaders building their
houses, homesteading families. There were fifty in the original
group, six and a half times as many. It was a place called
PennCraft.
I worked at PennCraft for subsistence wages and I did truck
driving, materials delivering, building techniques teaching,
technical and administrative accounting, and later on some land
subdivision surveying. I was accounting for dollars spent on
materials and manhours of labor that were exchanged by the
various homesteaders working on each others houses at times,
keeping two sets of books. Manhours and dollars. The capital for
that whole project had been originally contributed by the owners
of the big idle coal mines and the mine workers union. They put
in equal amounts and the Service Committee made this project out
of it where the miners borrowed the cost of the materials, did
their own labor, built their own houses and paid off for the
materials over time on a contract per deed basis and eventually
when they made their last payment, we delivered their deed,
meaning that they were the sole owners of the property that they

53. This was a special year for the American Friends Service Committee. Not only were they receiving Friend John as an employee, 
but also they were receiving the Nobel Peace Prize.

ALFRED NOBEL
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had created.
Well, fresh out of prison, after a very short time with the
National Council for Prevention of War, I was told that the
Friends Service Committee was looking for a new project manager
at PennCraft. They had a young fellow just starting who within
two or three weeks felt overwhelmed by his job so much that even
with just a suitcase to carry, leaving a small trunkfull of stuff
behind, he went out on the highway and hitchhiked all the way
to his home in Minnesota, without notice to anybody. He was made
almost sick by his job because it was just too much. I had more
technical information about building included in my
architectural training, even though I had never had any
responsibility on a building job. The only practical experience
I had ever had was from climbing all over new construction and
watching the workmen, talking with them and seeing how they did
things. This, along with talking sometime with the designing
architect, was the only practical supplement to my theoretical
design, mathematics and mechanical studies in college.
Anyway, I went to PennCraft knowing that this other fellow had
left that way. When they hired me, they got in contact with him
and said that his successor had been acquired and would show up
at a certain date. Would he, therefore, knowing that he would
not be expected to continue, with that assurance, would he then
be willing to come back for a week or two and help to break me
in to the job? I would be otherwise just as ignorant of what I
was facing as he had been. With his help, I would be more likely
to be able to continue for as long as needed at PennCraft. So
he did come back and, incidentally, he did pick up his trunk!
He stayed with me for just one week. It was the minimum time
that he’d had to promise! Maybe ten days, maybe two weeks, but
he wasn’t sure of that. So I had to learn as fast as possible
how to pick up his loose ends. I found, just as he had been, as
soon as I realized what was pending, what was facing me, I felt
as if I was forty days behind in my work on the first day! He
had had that same feeling, so I wondered whether I would really
be able to stick to it. But then I had my whole family out there
so I had to stick with it no matter how difficult it was. Also
I knew that I could go through a difficult experience.
There was an FBI man who came to PennCraft where I was working
later on after I had been out of prison a couple of years. He
showed his badge and I recognized FBI on it and he asked me if
we could talk in some place that wasn’t as open as at this barn
where some fellow homesteaders were using materials and
equipment. So we went up to the house. On the way I told him
that with respect to his own official duties there was nothing
I could say that could help him. The only thing that I could
think of to say that would be constructive and helpful was that
I felt he would be a lot happier if he would quit that kind of
a job and get into something useful where he wouldn’t be
adversarial with people, or bothering them as they were trying
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to live their lives, as if they were criminals. It seemed to me
that he would be much better off in any other kind of occupation.
I said, “Weren’t you ever interested in something else almost
as much as you are in this?”
“I’d studied a while for the ministry.” 
“Oh, that would have been wonderful! Why settle for so much
less?” 
Maybe he wasn’t too good at it! According to the congregation!
Anyway, as an official of the FBI, ever since I became aware of
how outrageously the FBI could go astray from the truth, under
oath, in court, to lie about a defendant, there hasn’t been an
FBI man since that has been worth the time of day off my watch.
But as a person, I said, “I respect you and I wish you could
have a happier life than you could possibly have had with this
job.”

I still didn’t know the worst about J. Edgar Hoover. When the
whole press of the country acknowledges the sort of a defective
guy he was, even in that position, and how he had lists of
enemies and people he’d like to find a way of putting in jail,
without caring in advance what they might have done that was
contrary to law, I couldn’t have respect for that kind of
official so corrupted. Hoover wasn’t so much of a misfit during
the war as he was in peacetime, because the first casualty of
war is the truth. One of the best tools in warfare is deception.
You’re trying to deceive the enemy even if it means deceiving
your friends first, having them unwittingly tell the enemy
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things that are not so.
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February 12, Wednesday: The first draft card burning at the White House over the impending peacetime draft. 

This would carry no weight with President  Harry S Truman, who was loud in his declarations that the proper 
place for a “draft dodger” was prison.

OHNE MICH!

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
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February 21, Friday: Edwin Herbert Land demonstrated his new camera which would come to be known as the 
“Polaroid” (this would come to be capable of taking color photographs, in 1963).

Lord Inverchapel, British Ambassador in Washington DC, informed the US Department of State that the 
United Kingdom would no longer provide financial aid to shore up the governments of Greece and Turkey; 
further efforts to prevent Soviet shipping from using the Dardanelles would be at the cost of the United States 
of America. Undersecretary of State Dean Acheson would meet with Congressmen to explain his “domino 
theory” –that the leg bone was connected to the ankle bone– that if Greece and Turkey were allowed to fall, 
Communism would spread like cancer into Iran and then India. Not since the days of Rome and Carthage had 
human civilization experienced such a crisis! –The Congressmen would be greatly impressed at the 
sophistication of this sort of talk.

The American Friends Service Committee reported that it had completed a survey of what Friends did during 
World War II, and had found record of 5,953 Quaker men who had served in the military, of 654 such as 
Calhoun D. Geiger who had received 1-O classifications and served in the alternative Civilian Public Service 
program, of 713 who had received 1-A-O classifications and served within the military in noncombatant 
positions, and of 57 who had followed the Peace Testimony to the point of being imprisoned as conscientious 
objectors. In other words, in addition to Friend John R. Kellam and Friend Bayard Rustin, there had been a 
grand sum total of 55 others who had refused to assist the federal government in any capacity at all during the 
period in which that federal government had been engaging in warfare.

And, there had been 5,953 American Quakers who had disregarded their example while they had been 
sacrificing themselves to the federal penal system. –An overwhelming majority of American Quakers had been 
gun-carrying Quakers.

April: Signing with the Brooklyn Dodgers, Jackie Robinson made himself the initial African-American to play in the 
major leagues.

The Journey of Reconciliation, the first freedom ride through the American South, was organized by CORE 
founders and WWII conscientious objectors the Reverend George Mills Houser and Friend Bayard Rustin.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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If you are a Negro, sit in a front seat. If you are white, sit
in a rear seat. 
If the driver asks you to move, tell him calmly and courteously:
“As an interstate passenger I have a right to sit anywhere in
this bus. This is the law as laid down by the United States
Supreme Court.”
If the driver summons the police and repeats his order in their
presence, tell him exactly what you said when he first asked you
to move.
If the police ask you to “come along,” without putting you under
arrest, tell them you will not go until you are put under arrest.
If the police put you under arrest, go with them peacefully. At
the police station, phone the nearest headquarters of the NAACP,
or one of your lawyers. They will assist you.

The Reverend Houser and Friend Bayard wrote in Fellowship Magazine that:

On June 3, 1946, the Supreme Court of the United States announced
its decision in the case of Irene Morgan versus the Commonwealth
of Virginia. State laws demanding segregation of interstate
passengers on motor carriers are now unconstitutional for
segregation of passengers crossing state lines was declared an
“undue burden on interstate commerce.” Thus it was decided that
state Jim Crow laws do not affect interstate travelers. In a
later decision in the Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia, the Morgan decision was interpreted to apply to
interstate train travel as well as bus travel.
The executive committee of the Congress of Racial Equality and
the racial-industrial committee of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation decided that they should jointly sponsor a
“Journey of Reconciliation” through the upper South, in order
to determine to how great an extent bus and train companies were
recognizing the Morgan decision. They also wished to learn the
reaction of bus drivers, passengers, and police to those who
nonviolently and persistently challenge Jim Crow in interstate
travel.
During the two-week period from April 9 to April 23, 1947, an
interracial group of men, traveling as a deputation team,
visited fifteen cities in Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
and Kentucky. More than thirty speaking engagements were met
before church, NAACP, and college groups. The sixteen
participants were:

Black 
Bayard Rustin, of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and part-time
worker with the American Friends Service Committee; Wallace
Nelson, freelance lecturer; Conrad Lynn, New York attorney;
Andrew Johnson, Cincinnati student; Dennis Banks, Chicago
musician; William Worthy, of the New York Council for a
Permanent FEPC; Eugene Stanley, of A. and T. College,
Greensboro, North Carolina; Nathan Wright, church social worker
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from Cincinnati.

White 
George Houser, of the FOR and executive secretary of the
Congress of Racial Equality; Ernest Bromley, Methodist minister
from North Carolina; James Peck, editor of the Workers Defense
League News Bulletin; Igal Roodenko, New York horticulturist;
Worth Randle, Cincinnati biologist; Joseph Felmet, of the
Southern Workers Defense League; Homer Jack, executive secretary
of the Chicago Council Against Racial and Religious
Discrimination; Louis Adams, Methodist minister from North
Carolina. During the two weeks of the trip, twenty-six tests of
company policies were made. Arrests occurred on six occasions,
with a total of twelve men arrested.
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November 26, Wednesday: Friends John R. Kellam and Agnes Carol Zens Kellam’s 2d daughter, Wendy Kellam, was 
born.

The following day would be the 4th Thursday of November and by act of Congress the 4th Thursday of 
November was to be celebrated as Thanksgiving Day. It was assumed that everyone in America would be 
sitting down to a traditional turkey dinner, and in fact, on this day Senator Olin Johnson of South Carolina 
visited President Harry S Truman in the Oval Office in Washington DC, bringing with him with a humongous 
dressed turkey carcass. In solidarity with the Marshall Plan for the feeding of starving Europeans, however, 
it seems that the President of the United States of America had subscribed to a no-poultry-or-eggs-on-
Thursdays pledge — and so an executive decision was made and said turkey was forwarded directly to the 
White House oven and the Presidential family would consume their traditional holiday turkey meal one day 
early.54

54. There is a press tradition that in this year President Truman pardoned a Thanksgiving turkey. According to the Truman Library, 
that tradition is an urban legend. They point out that there are similar tales about President Lincoln, and about President Reagan. 
Their research indicates that the initial president to “pardon” a fowl by sending it instead to a petting zoo or a nearby farm was 
President George. H.W. Bush, and that would not happen until the Year of Our Lord 1989.
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The Berlin blockade and the beginning of the “Cold War.” After the Soviet Union established a land blockade 
of the US, British, and French sectors of Berlin on June 24th, the United States and its allies would be 
employing its surplus of otherwise useless WWII-era cargo planes to deliver endless supplies into Berlin, until 
the blockade would be lifted during May 1949.

Graduating from Duke University in Durham, North Carolina with a degree in classics and English literature, 
Guy Davenport became a Rhodes Scholar at Merton College, Oxford. He would study Old English under 
Professor J.R.R. Tolkien and author this scholarly institution’s initial thesis on James Joyce.

June 24, Thursday: Soviet authorities banned all shipments of any kind between the west German occupation zones 
and Berlin. They also cut off all power to the western sectors of Berlin. Great Britain retaliated by ending 
shipments of coal and steel from the Ruhr to the Soviet occupation zone.

The Roman Catholic Church in Hungary excommunicated all members of the National Assembly who had 
voted to nationalize Catholic schools.

President Harry S Truman signed a bill reintroducing conscription.55

Oliver Twist, a film with music by Arnold Bax was shown for the initial time, in the Odeon Theater, 
Marble Arch, London. (When the film would be shown in Berlin during the following February, the showing 
would be halted by Polish Jews who experienced the character of Fagin as anti-Semitic.)

1948

55. Bear in mind, Truman’s considered opinion was that prison was the only place for any conscientious objector. You were either 
willing to kill our nation’s selected enemies — or you were a criminal with no rights whatever.
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England, the United States, and France withdrew from the occupation of Germany. Their former areas of 
control formed the nation of “West Germany” while the Soviet sector became the nation of “East Germany.”

At the 25th Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speaker was Pearl Buck.

April 15, Friday: The first listener-sponsored radio, KPFA, went on the air. This was founded by World War II 
conscientious objector Lewis Hill.

1949
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Kenneth L. Carroll’s “Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites of Caroline County” (Maryland Historical Magazine 
45, pages 47-61).56

The Brooke Grove Foundation was established as the first licensed group home for the elderly near Sandy 
Spring.

The Hicksite Friends and the Orthodox Friends merged to form Sandy Spring Friends United. What had that 
been all about? A Conference of American Friends (Quakers) in Richmond, Indiana produced the following 
statement:

Though we meet under the shadow of loyalty oaths, restriction
of liberties, conscription, and a governmental policy relying
on armed force, we are neither [intimidated] nor fearful.
Out of similar conflicts grew Friends’ original testimonies,
and in the face of these conflicts one of the most searching
tests of Friends’ principles and way of life today ... will be
the extent of our enlightened and dedicated implementation of
the peace testimony. Both the inescapable involvement of Friends
in a war-making and war-breeding culture and the sense Friends
have of responsibility to society lead us to affirm that more
is required than the refusal to bear arms, more is demanded than
opposition to war. Conscientious objection to evil must be
complemented by conscientious projection of God’s spirit into
affirmative peace action.

1950

56. The Nicholites began in about 1760 with Joseph Nichols of the region of Delaware near the Maryland border. During an 
escapade one of Joseph’s best friends became ill and died, and the experience shook him. Soon he was testifying to friends of a light 
he had experienced, that was leading to obedience to an “Inward Director.” His group would not believe in paid ministers; and may 
have taken a stand against slavery even before the local Quakers. Their wedding ceremonies were similar to those of the Quakers 
and marriage outside the group was cause for disownment. Nicholites, like Quakers, opposed fighting during the American 
Revolution. They referred to each other as Friends and were often referred to by others as “New Quakers.” They differed from 
Quakers in being dubious of the benefit of education — their children seldom learned more than to read and write and some could 
not sign their names. Nicholites influenced by Friend John Woolman were plain and austere to an extreme, wearing only undyed 
cloth, not mixing natural colors of yarn in woven cloth, not wearing black leather or using blacking on their shoes, etc. Their 
furniture was simple and their gardens without flowers. Whenever possible they traveled on foot. Joseph Nichols died during 
December 1770 after only a few years of ministry, and his widow Mary remarried with Levin Charles and migrated to the Deep 
River section of Guilford County. The Nicholite group organized itself there during December 1774 to meet monthly at the house 
of a new leader, James Harriss. Meetings were held in various members’ houses and sometimes at nearby Quaker meetinghouses. 
By 1775 the group had three meetinghouses of their own in the border area of Maryland and Delaware.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

UNAMERICANISM

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

The US law of military conscription would be amplified during this year in the case of Richter v. US, 181 F.2d 
591.

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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John R. Kellam’s mother, who had been born in 1886 in the Dakota Territory, died.

Her health was generally breaking down. Parkinson’s disease was
taking all her energy. She was weakened by that so that her
immune system was affected. Then her medications were not doing
her enough good and probably some harm and she had stomach
ulcers. She weakened and weakened until she finally died at age
sixty-five.

1951
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speakers were William Neumann and Lyle Tatum.

What money was left, out of Friend John R. Kellam’s mother’s inheritance from his pharmacist father, 
predeceased, came to him and to his older brother in equal portions. This amounted to some 60 shares each of 
the common stock of Norwest Corporation, worth then $36 dollars per share, plus about a $6,000 each in cash 
settlement of the estate. John would put that cash into buying almost half of the house in which he has resided 
on Firglade in Providence, Rhode Island — bought for a little over $13,000, its current tax evaluation is 
$146,700!

1952
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speaker was Richard Gregg.

At the urging of the Knights of Columbus, the phrase “Under God” was added to the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag by the US Congress in Washington DC. As President Dwight David Eisenhower signed the law, he 
commented that “From this day forward, the millions of our schoolchildren will daily proclaim ... the 
dedication of our nation and our people to the Almighty.” (This is the same Eisenhower who on December 23, 
1952 had averred liberally that although some sort of deeply held religious belief was of the utmost importance 
to our nation, “I don’t care what it is.”) Francis Bellamy’s granddaughter Barbara Bellamy Wright, knowing 
that her grandfather had discontinued attending public worship during his retirement in Florida, tried to inform 
the American public that he would have disapproved of this alteration. It was pointed out that this change 
watered down the meaning of the word “indivisible,” which referred to the US Civil War and its outcome. The 
word had pointed to “the One Nation which the Civil War was fought to prove. To make that One Nation idea 
clear, we must specify that it is indivisible, as Webster and Lincoln used to repeat in their great speeches.” The 
South had been wrong in attempting to break apart this nation, and we had righteously punished it for this 
transgression, but there were still “Secesh” types in the South who continued to need to have their noses rubbed 
into the error of their ways.
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In Japan, to bring opiates and heroin under control, the Awakening Drug Law and police and educational 
efforts were strengthened. Despite this, use of heroin and hypnotics would increase during the 1960s. 

The US occupation of Japan ended.

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speakers were Tom Wardle and Friend Bayard 
Rustin.

September 19, Monday: When I reached age 18 in the Year of our Lord 1955 and went downtown to register at the 
Bank of America building in the central crossroads of San Jose, California with the military draft board, since 
I was no longer in any particular physically disabled by my ongoing deformity and could therefore not apply 
for a medical exemption from service, put down “Conscientious Objector” on the form — and was rebuffed.57

I had taken this severe illness as a challenge. I had made myself a set of weights out of scrap iron and rebar 
and concrete hardened in pails, and had worked out every day, and had developed a set of exercises to help me 
compensate for the lordotic curvature of my lumbar spine. I had become immensely strong about the legs and, 
although the top half of my body bobbed up and down as I walked, and although I was a ridiculous sight from 
the rear, I was no longer in any real way to be considered “handicapped” or “disabled.” I had promoted myself 
in life, by my own struggle, from being handicapped to being merely disgustingly deformed. I had graduated 
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from benign condescension to endless abuse. The officials at the draft board therefore said to me “You are a 
physically fit student entering college, and therefore the proper draft classification for you is not CO but 2S, 
which means Student Deferred. Later on –after you have learned something about the way the real world 
works– you can decide whether you want to take such a drastic step as becoming a CO, conscientious objector, 
and being sent to prison. First you go off to college and learn something about reality, then you come back 
here and we will talk some turkey.”

So I went “Oh, well, OK, whatever.” At the age of 18 I wasn’t exactly opposed to having a grace period of a 
few years in which to mature, and re-examine my own attitudes. That didn’t seem, to me, at the time, like any 
sort of bad idea. I didn’t grasp that I had just stepped into a most carefully prepared trap.

When I went to the local draft board, to register in accordance with law at the age of 18, and take the physical 
examination, I told them that I wanted to apply for conscientious objector status and they responded that since 
I was then in the process of registering at San Jose State College, and would in all likelihood shortly be a 
college student, the issue was moot. Any decision I might make in regard to conscientious objection ought to 
be put off until I had clearer ideas on the subject, I was only going to get my big ass in a sling and risk a 
possible prison sentence, and anyway their college student deferment superseded the conscientious objection 
deferment. Which is to say, I was going to be classified “2S” in the end anyway, whether I managed to establish 
myself as a “CO” or not, so why risk getting sent to prison? Why buy trouble for myself?

At that point my father, Benjamin Bearl Smith, told me that if I persisted in asking for a conscientious objector 
standing, I could kiss college good-bye as he would simply throw me out onto the street as a worthless piece 
of unworthy trash unwilling to defend the nation which had given me my very life. At this point I took the 
physical examination, which was exceedingly perfunctory, and passed. I should explain that I had had a case 
of bovine tuberculosis at the age of six or seven, and my lumbar spine had collapsed, so that my spine was both 
lordotic and scoliotic in configuration. To put the matter succinctly, although I was physically capable, my 
tailbone stuck out in back of me like a miniature erection, I had a hollow in the small of my back at my spine 
that I could carry an orange in, underneath my belt, without anyone noticing, and my buttocks and hips and 
calves were huge huge huge lumps of muscle. I was so out of balance that I needed that excess muscle in order 
merely to walk around. My upper torso bobbed up and down on the spring of my spine as I walked. My left 
shoulder was depressed, I walked on the outside edges of my shoes with my toes wide apart, my feet had no 
arches whatever, and my head projected forward from my neck (these all were secondary accommodations to 
my twisted spine, postural accommodations which enabled me to physically function). 

So I allowed myself to be classified “2S” in 1955 as a college freshman. That would cause a whole lot of 
problems later, of course, in 1961 when I ran out of funds in graduate school and my “2S” standing lapsed. 
When I would go back to that draft board asking for a change to “CO” standing, they would tell me that for 
me to have obtained from them a “2S” student deferment for five or six years while actually being a 
conscientious objector constituted criminal fraud, and that I could be tried and convicted and imprisoned for 
this crime I had already committed. At this point, they would say, if I persisted in applying for a “CO” standing, 
I would most definitely be sent to a federal criminal prison for a term of, I forget how many years they alleged, 
five or ten years or whatever, not as a conscientious objector but as a perpetrator of a past fraud upon the 
government of the United States.

ASSLEY
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speakers were Dave Dellinger, William Worthy, 
and Dorothy Day.

Summer: Thoreau Society Bulletin, issue #56:

THOREAU AND THE YOUNGER GENERATION
BY PROFESSOR HERBERT F. WEST

[Professor West has turned over to us the rough notes
he used for his address. From these we have attempted
to reconstruct his talk. Our apologies to him if we have
put any words into his mouth that he didn’t say and our
apologies to our readers for the omission of the
extemporaneous portions of his address.]

Since Henry Thoreau’s day there has been a considerable shift in belief in the way one seeks truth, indeed, in 
one’s conception of truth itself. In the mid-19th Century there was an entity one called the Soul, part of the 
great universal mind or Over-Soul. Each of us had the power to commune directly with God, to find absolute 
truth as revealed to us directly by the Divine. Truth came to us in flashes of light from Heaven. There was a 
belief in Absolutes. There was a belief in direct revelation. In fact, Thoreau was a Mystic: that is, one who 
communed directly with God and who knew the truth within him.
Today since William James and John Dewey, there has come about a belief in the relativity of truth. The 
methods of science have been applied to philosophy with somewhat disastrous results to the traditional 
philosophy of Transcendentalism popular in Thoreau’s and Emerson’s day. The pragmatic view of truth has 
taken over. What works or fits in with other facts is true for so much, for the time being. Our ethics today are 
more pragmatic than absolute. No one today believes in absolute principles save the old, the professional 
philosophers and the devout Christians. These views, or changing aspects of truth, are reflected in the 
contemporary students’ point of view on Thoreau. For thirty years now I have given a course called “Types of 
American Thought.” Recently I polled some of my students on their reactions of some of Thoreau’s ideas. The 
results follow:
On the question of Thoreau’s remark, “Knowledge does not come to us in details but in flashes of light from 
Heaven,” more than two to one no longer believed in intuitive knowledge as a way to truth. A few still believed 
that in questions of morality, truth does reveal itself intuitively, directly, to the individual. But the majority held 
a relative and pragmatic view of truth in morals as in everything else.
In regard to Thoreau’s anarchistic attitude in his essay on “Civil Disobedience,” eight out of ten felt it was a 
harmful attitude to take today. It might well be argued that this ratio might also have been true in Thoreau’s 
time, but certainly not so in regard to a mystical view of knowledge. One must not, cannot, obey the “moral 
law within,” the students feel, but must make obeisance to the laws of the land, whether it concerns 
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conscientious objection or any other moral decision.

Very few disliked Thoreau. For every one who did, there were twelve who admired him, his independence, his 
integrity, his honesty. Most admired him for his example in standing out against the herd-spirit. However most 
of the young men agreed that individualism is on the wane and conformity is not only fashionable but almost 
a necessity if one is to get on. In fact, the American college of today does little to encourage individualism and 
does place a premium on conformity. (Indeed they did also in Thoreau’s time as anybody who has read 
Emerson or Thoreau knows.)
There are happily, however, a small minority who do have the courage to be themselves, to think for 
themselves, in spite of laws, in spite of McCarthyism, or mass pressures of any kind. Most, however, desire to 
conform, to make money, and are not willing to surrender to the idea, as expressed by Emerson, that Truth also 
has its bed and board. No one today is seeking truth. As the late Nicholas Berdyaev said, “No one today likes 
truth: utility and self-interest have long ago been substituted for it.” If it is truth they are seeking, it is a relative 
one which would have been decidedly unsatisfactory to Thoreau. Most of my students considered Thoreau’s 
individualism and way of thinking antiquated in the atomic age.

RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speakers were the Reverend Thomas Kilgore and 
James Avery Joyce.

In a televised interview, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. made a reference to Henry Thoreau’s essay 
on “CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE” (this seems to be the initial public recollection of his having encountered that 
famous essay on “the theory of nonviolent resistance” approximately one decade earlier while an undergrad at 
Morehouse College).
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the 1st Peace Award was presented to Jeannette Rankin.
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At the 36th Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to A.J. 
Muste by Norman Thomas. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was the speaker.

At this year’s NAACP convention, the Reverend King debated nonviolence with Robert F. Williams.

During the late 1950s the Reverend Douglas Moore, minister of Durham’s Asbury Temple Methodist Church, 
along with other religious and community leaders, pioneered sit-ins throughout North Carolina to protest 
discrimination at lunch counters that served only whites. A sit-in at a Woolworth’s counter in Greensboro 
captured the nation’s attention. Within days the Reverend King met Reverend Moore, and Dr. King coined his 
famous rallying cry “Fill up the jails” during a speech at Durham’s White Rock Baptist Church. Advocating 
non-violent confrontation with segregation laws for the 1st time, Dr. King said, “Let us not fear going to jail. 
If the officials threaten to arrest us for standing up for our rights, we must answer by saying that we are willing 
and prepared to fill up the jails of the South.”

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference was organized by the Reverend King, Ella Baker, and other 
black leaders. The educator Septima Clark set up Freedom Schools all over the country.
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 At the 37th Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the featured speaker was Fenner Brockway. 
Friend Bayard Rustin spoke on the Sahara.

Senate leader Lyndon Baines Johnson, by some accounts the most powerful man in the world, was alerted that 
Friend Bayard was plotting a massive Negro civil rights demonstration at the 1960 Democratic convention. 
He told House leader Sam Rayburn, “stop this guy Rustin.” Rayburn asked Adam Clayton Powell to destroy 
Friend Rustin, and Powell, knowing of Rustin’s 1953 imprisonment for being caught in Pasadena in a 
homosexual act, warned the press of “immoral elements” in the civil rights movement. According to Rustin, 
Powell also warned the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that “if [King] did not withdraw his support from 
the Rustin-led demonstration in Los Angeles, [Powell] would go to the press and say that there was a sexual 
affair going on between [Rustin] and King.” The Reverend King would in fact for years afterward, although 
not permanently, distance himself from Rustin.
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April: Universal military conscription was imposed in North Vietnam. The tour of duty was indefinite.58

Eighteen distinguished nationalists in South Vietnam sent a petition to President Ngo Dinh Diem advocating 
that he reform his rigid, family-run, and increasingly corrupt government. Diem would ignore such cautions 
and instead shut down several opposition newspapers, arresting journalists and intellectuals.

58. What if they gave a war and nobody came?

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to Tracy Mygatt and Frances 
Witherspoon; Speakers: Murray Kempton and Rustin on India.

Robinson Jeffers received the Shelly Memorial Award of the National Poetry Society.

We Are Those People
I have abhorred the wars and despised the liars, laughed at the frightened
And forecast victory; never one moment’s doubt.
But now not far, over the backs of some crawling years, the next
Great war’s column of dust and fire writhes
Up the sides of the sky: it becomes clear that we too may suffer
What others have, the brutal horror of defeat: —
Or if not in the next, then in the next: — therefor watch Germany
And read the future. We wish, of course, that our women
Would die like biting rats in the cellars, our men like wolves on the mountain:
It will not be so. Our men will curse, cringe, obey;
Our women uncover themselves to the grinning victors for bits of chocolate.

Fall: The conflict in Vietnam was widening as 26,000 Viet Cong launched several successful attacks on South 
Vietnamese troops, and President Ngo Dinh Diem urgently appealed for more military aid from the Kennedy 
administration.

My petition for Conscientious Objector status was denied on the basis that it was a federal crime of Selective 
Service fraud, punishable by years in prison, to attempt to transit from a 2S Student Deferred status to a CO 
status. I (Austin Meredith) was classified as ready for my obligatory military service. Despite my twisted 
spine, which had been categorized by the Selective Service physician as “pes planus, asymptomatic,” I was 
ordered to report for induction processing as an Army private — so I started moving from town to town one 
jump ahead of the sheriff.

Each time they caught up with me, I would simply get on a bus and go to some different town. Meanwhile 
I sought out a Marine recruiter and inquired as to whether I would be acceptable as a Marine Officer, on the 
basis of my college education and test scores. It is so simple to explain why I needed to do this! During the 
course of my 24 years, from birth in 1937 to 1961, I had been bashed a number of times by other males my 
own age or slightly older. I had been beaten once in 1st grade at Brown Military Academy north of San Diego, 
with sticks made to resemble rifles for training and marching purposes, and my left forearm was cracked and 
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my upper jaw crushed and one of my front baby teeth knocked out. Then during my Junior High years the other 
boys purchased #1 hard-lead pencils, sharpened them to needle points, and made a practice of jabbing these 
pencils into my thighs and buttocks in the halls of the school (I still bear inside my muscle tissue the marks of 
pencil lead from pencils that had their sharp points snapped off against the long bones of my legs). Then during 
High School years I was bashed during a gym class and my nose was utterly crushed, filling my nasal passages 
with bone fragments and making me an obligate mouth-breather. –I had gone into public education deformed 
and physically very ill due to my bout with bovine tuberculosis, and had come out of public education no 
longer physically ill, but not only deformed any longer, having become as well disfigured. All these attacks 
had occurred because of my personal appearance, which others found disgusting, the other students calling me 
“Commie Queer” since I looked something like a centaur. (My upper torso and my lower torso, during my 
adolescence, appeared to be from two different bodies that had somehow gotten pasted together at the beltline, 
with the bottom half hugely muscular but the top half puny.)

This being my appearance and my consequent history, I expected that were I put into a prison, or into an army 
barracks as a private, I would again find himself being physically abused on the basis of my bodily appearance, 
and might even possibly be called “Commie Queer” again as I had been in public school, and be ganged up on 
again and stomped again. So my attitude at the time was that this application for Marine Officer Candidate 
School, using my higher education to my advantage, might be what it would take to preserve my life and health 
if in fact I were to be inducted into the Armed Forces of the United States of America.

I scored very highly on the Marine Officer written test. The recruiting sergeant at Navy Yard in Boston told 
me that I had scored quite a bit higher than the highest that this recruiter had personally ever previously seen, 
in his 14 years experience. So he sent me over to the doctors at the Navy Yard, and I had the first real rigorous 
physical examination that I had in his 24 years of my life ever received. They classified my Potts Disease 
physical defects, due to my past bovine tuberculosis, again as “asymptomatic,” the same way they had 
originally been classified when I turned 18 years of age — as it was clear to them not only that I was no longer 
infectious but also that I could readily accomplish any physical requirements that military service places upon 
its young recruits. That is, it was easy for me to pass and even to excel, at the standard military “Physical 
Readiness Test,” since this merely required a certain number of push-ups, a run of a certain distance (two or 
three miles in a quite generous period of time under a rather light load, as I recall), etc.

Nevertheless the Marines then rejected me as physically unfit. The ruling was in effect that although I was 
physically fit to be a private in the US Army –that being a position of appropriately low status– I was not 
physically fit to be a 2d Lieutenant in the USMC — that being a position of a status incompatible with such a 
personal bodily configuration. I couldn’t look good in the uniform. So I appealed this ruling, alleging that it 
was not actually a medical response to my physical condition but was, rather, a prejudiced rejection on grounds 
of personal appearance alone. I cited various remarks they had made to me about the importance that a Marine 
Officer look like a Marine Officer, that the standard uniform fit properly, etc. I pointed out that I had scored 
very highly on his written examination, and pointed out that despite my twisted spine I had easily been able to 
accomplish each and every task required in the standard military Physical Readiness Test. I pointed out that I 
had been working on a Texas road surveying crew as a sledgehammer-man, and that for sure no “disabled” 
person would have been able to work all day on caliche roads in that hot sun swinging a sledgehammer. I 
pointed out that as a youth I had made myself a set of weights out of cement poured over scrap metal in buckets, 
and had developed a series of exercises which I had rigidly followed daily in order to strengthen myself to cope 
with my nonstandard physical configuration. I pointed out that I could raise my left shoulder, at least in 
appearance if that was what counted, simply by using extra padding in the uniform blouse for that shoulder. 
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Etc.

Did I exactly want to become a Marine Officer, was that what I had decided to do with my life? –Well, no, but 
the alternative seemed to be for me to be made an Army Private and get myself stomped by other enlisted men 
in an abusive barracks setting. I was simply struggling to limit my risks.

My medical dossier went on appeal and made its way up through the offices, while I was moving from town 
to town evading the sheriff and ignoring letters and telegrams demanding that I report for induction into the 
US Army as a private.

Every once in awhile I would fire off a letter asking the status of my appeal. Finally I received a response 
directly from the Surgeon General of the Navy. The Surgeon General concurred that to reject such a 
candidate on appearance grounds alone would be to reject him prejudicially. The Surgeon General required 
that the USMC send me to their Officer Candidate School at Quantico, Virginia, to determine there, by actual 
candidacy, whether I would be physically and mentally qualified to be a Marine Officer.
My appearance at the Marine Officer Candidate School and subsequently at the Marine Officer Training 
Course, in Quantico during Fall 1961, was obviously distressing to the officers in charge there. One of the very 
first things that happened was that they discovered that I was embarrassed to be seen in the nude, or in my 
“skivvies” — and had brought pajamas with me to the enlisted Marine barracks used by these Officer 
Candidates. In the barracks I was quickly and forcibly stripped of these nighttime modesty garments so that 
my platoon mates could get the full impact of my physical deformity. (They even put a tape measure to me, 
and to themselves, marveling at how much more huge the muscles in my legs were than their own muscles.) 
The officers there quickly professed to have discovered my political attitudes and to have found these attitudes 
treasonous, and threatened to award me a general court martial. They put a great deal of time and attention into 
the fact that in college I had been a student of philosophy, and my “DI,” an Apache Indian named Sergeant 
Wolf Mule, posed questions such as “How could we possibly trust you? How would we know what you were 
thinking?”

Her is how this “treason” gambit was developed. At an Effective Presentation class, DI Mule assigned to me 
the topic “Better Red Than Dead — Bertrand Russell.” He gave me precisely the standard 3 minutes to prepare, 
and then had me deliver a standard standup 3-minute speech on this topic before the other officer candidates 
of the class. At the conclusion of this speech I was marched to the office of the Company Commander and 
processing began for a General Courts Martial for treason, in that allegedly by virtue of this classroom 
effective presentation (whatever it was I had blurted out on the occasion) I had been attempting to convert other 
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military personnel, having the temporary status of enlisted men, to Professor Bertrand Russell’s pacifism.

My response, delivered to the Commanding Officer – Marine Officer Candidate School in the presence of the 
base attorney, was that I hoped they would provide me the opportunity of being guilty of such a crime, a crime 
of having obeyed an order to deliver the speech –that I would be eager to plead guilty– since this would be to 
establish, as a principle of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, the Nürnberg Principle which the US military 
had always up to that point evaded — that to obey an order to commit a crime could constitute a punishable 
offense. I mentioned something that I had had no chance to mention during the 3 minutes of my Effective 
Presentation, that the slogan “Better Red Than Dead” was not something that had been originated by 
philosopher Bertie but was merely a repudiation of Nazi Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels’s slogan 
“Lieber tot als rot” — and therefore it would be possible for the popular media to construe the Commanding 
Officer’s disagreement with Bertie as being in sympathy with the Nazis. I told the two that I would be ready 
and willing to devote myself to prison, in order finally to be able to introduce “said Nürnberg Principle” into 
American military law. The Commanding Officer, and the base attorney, then purported to feel relieved, when 
they discovered through further questioning that actually I did not agree with Russell, that actually I considered 
Bertie’s “better Red than dead” polemic to have been a stupid self-defeating one, and that I had delivered my 
3-minute Effective Presentation as being in favor of such a posture only because in standard debate mode one 
is supposed to adopt the “pro” or the “con” position that one has been assigned to represent, and that I had 
considered that it had been intended that I was to deliver the difficult “pro” argument rather than the easy “con” 
argument. The two of them expressed themselves as so relieved, that actually I didn’t believe any of that 
“better Red than dead” stuff! This had all been the most dreadful mistake! Of course, after that point nothing 
more would be heard of the matter and I was allowed to graduate and mount my bright goldplate 2d-Lieutenant 
bar on my uniform shoulder-strap.

(I am omitting here a description of the mandatory cosmetic surgery to which I would be subjected at the Naval 
Hospital in Bethesda, Maryland, since that is covered in a section of this database dated early in 1962.)

During the entire period of my military obligation, three and a half years, the Office of Naval Intelligence and 
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the FBI would be conducting a full-scale Background Investigation on my entire life, from the point of birth 
on September 17, 1937 onward, attempting to discover any factoid on the basis of which they could demand 
that I resign this officer’s commission.

I would be interrogated with regularity, in rooms with one-way mirrors and a lie-detector machine, on Navy 
Pier in San Diego. They would manage to get a few things on me, basically various fringe political attitudes 
that I had taken, plus the fact that during my college education the Communist Manifesto had been assigned 
reading in one of my classes, plus the fact that my mother would tell the nice men who came to visit her on the 
farm, in suits, that when I had been a teenager I had masturbated. They would manage to establish that I had 
an unsatisfactory attitude, one proof of that being that on a security form I had been required to fill out, stating 
my exact address at every point since January 1, 1937, my first entry on the form had been:

January 1, 1937 — September 17, 1937: in utero
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This they would evaluate as my “trying to make a joke out of the national security of the United States of 
America,” thus placing our national security at risk.
However, they never would get enough on me that I felt I had to accept their demands that I resign my 
commission. To the best of the information I have available to me at this point, I was the first deformed person 
to serve as an officer in the USMC, and seem in addition to be the sole such person — even to this day. I would 
manage despite them all to complete his period of military obligation, and without being sent to prison. –And 
then starting in 1965, my “military obligation” completed, I would be freed to dispose of my uniforms and 
struggle to get on with my life.

ASSLEY
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January 20, Saturday:  A Bulgarian MIG crashed near Bari, Italy on what was believed to be a spy mission.

Former separatist Antoine Gizenga was transported from Stanleyville to Léopoldville in a UN plane.

29 people were killed by both the OAS and Moslem rebels in Algeria.

Antifone for eleven instruments by Hans Werner Henze was performed for the first time, in Berlin.

At the age of 75, in the bed by the window at Tor House on the beach in Carmel-by-the-Sea, Robinson Jeffers 
died in his sleep.

The Bed by the Window
I chose the bed downstairs by the sea-window for a good death-bed
When we built the house; it is ready waiting,
Unused unless by some guest in a twelvemonth, who hardly suspects
Its latter purpose. I often regard it,
With neither dislike nor desire; rather with both, so equalled
That they kill each other and a crystalline interest
Remains alone. We are safe to finish what we have to finish;
And it will sound rather like music
When the patient daemon behind the screen of sea-rock and sky
Thumps his staff, and calls thrice: “Come, Jeffers.”

One of the poems of the last period of his life made use of the sad story of the American Passenger Pigeon  
Ectopistes migratorius the disappearance of which had impoverished America during Jeffers’s lifetime:

Passenger Pigeons
Slowly the passenger pigeons increased, then suddenly their numbers
Became enormous, they would flatten ten miles of forest
When they flew down to roost, and the cloud of their rising
Eclipsed the dawns. They became too many, they are all dead,
Not one remains.

 And the American bison: their hordes
Would hide a prairie from horizon to horizon, great heads and storm-cloud

shoulders, a torrent of life —
How many are left? For a time, for a few years, their bones
Turned the dark prairies white.

 You, Death, you watch for these things,
These explosions of life: they are your food,
They make your feasts.

 But turn your great rolling eyes away from humanity,
Those grossly craving black eyes. It is true we increase.
A man from Britain landing in Gaul when Rome had fallen,
He journeyed fourteen days inland through that beautiful
Rich land, the orchards and rivers and the looted villas: he reports that he saw
No living man. But now we fill up the gaps,

1962
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In spite of wars, famines and pestilences we are quite suddenly
Three billion people: our bones, ours too, would make
Wide prairies white, a beautiful snow of unburied bones:
Bones that have twitched and quivered in the nights of love,
Bones that have been shaken with laughter and hung slack in sorrow, coward bones
Worn out with trembling, strong bones broken on the rack, bones broken in battle,
Broad bones gnarled with hard labor, and the little bones of sweet young

children, and the white empty skulls,
Little carved ivory wine-jugs that used to contain
Passion and thought and love and insane delirium, where now
Not even worms live.

 Respect humanity, Death, these shameless black eyes of yours,
It is not necessary to take all at once — besides that, you cannot do it, we are

too powerful,
We are men, not pigeons; you may take the old, the useless and helpless,

the cancer-bitten and the tender young,
But the human race has still history to make. For look — look now
At our achievements: we have bridled the cloud-leaper lightning, a lion

whipped by a man, to carry our messages
And work our will, we have snatched the live thunderbolt
Out of God’s hands. Ha? That was little and last year — for now we have taken
The primal powers, creation and annihilation; we make new elements, such

as God never saw,
We can explode atoms and annul the fragments, nothing left but pure

energy, we shall use it
In peace and war — “Very clever,” he answered, in his thin piping voice,
Cruel and a eunuch.

 Roll those idiot black eyes of yours
On the field-beasts, not on intelligent man,
We are not in your order. You watched the dinosaurs
Grow into horror: they had been little efts in the ditches and presently

became enormous, with leaping flanks
And tearing teeth, plated with armor, nothing could stand against them,

nothing but you,
Death, and they died. You watched the sabre-toothed tigers
Develop those huge fangs, unnecessary as our sciences, and presently they

died. You have their bones
In the oil-pits and layer-rock, you will not have ours. With pain and

wonder and labor we have bought intelligence.
We have minds like the tusks of those forgotten tigers, hypertrophied and terrible,
We have counted the stars and half understood them, we have watched the

farther galaxies fleeing away from us, wild herds
Of panic horses — or a trick of distance deceived the prism — we outfly

falcons and eagles and meteors,
Faster than sound, higher than the nourishing air; we have enormous

privilege, we do not fear you,
We have invented the jet-plane and the death-bomb and the cross of

Christ — “Oh,” he said, “surely
You’ll live forever” — grinning like a skull, covering his mouth with his

hand — “What could exterminate you?”
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During this year it would become the policy of our “Department of Defense” to allow conscientious objectors 
to be discharged or transferred to noncombatant duties. Over the years, the regulations in regard to this have 
been amplified, but as of August 20, 1971, there would be published the Department of Defense Directive 
1300.6, Conscientious Objectors, based on conscientious objector provisions in the Military Selective Service 
Act (draft law) and Supreme Court decisions on conscientious objection, which would clarify the procedures 
and situations. Each of the military arms now has its own regulation based on this directive. Those service 
regulations are as follows:

Army: AR 600-43, Personnel-General; Conscientious Objection (September 1, 1983)

Navy: MILPERSMAN (Naval Military Personnel Manual NAVPERS 15560 C) §3620250, 
through Change 15 of February 28, 1997

Marines: MCO 1306.16 E, Conscientious Objectors (November 21, 1986)

Air Force: AFI 36-3204, Procedures for Applying as a Conscientious Objector (July 20, 1994)

Coast Guard: COMDTINST 1900.8, Conscientious Objectors and the Requirement to Bear Arms 
(November 30, 1990)
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Dorothy 
Day. The speakers were Evan Thomas and A.J. Muste.

July 6, Saturday: Murray Kempton, in an article in The New Republic, “The Clarity of A. Philip Randolph,” quoted 
Bayard Rustin and then suggested that Randolph, the mild and persistent old chief of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters, was an inheritor of Thoreauvian civil disobedience tactics:59

“Every now and then,” says Bayard Rustin, “I think he permits
good manners to get in the way and that he even prefers them to
sound tactics. Once I complained about that and he answered,
‘Bayard, we must with good manners accept everyone. Now is the
time for us to learn good manners. We will need them when this
is over, because we must show good manners after we have won.’”
... Randolph is alone among these leaders because he neither
feels nor incites hostility. He is a pacifist in a native
American tradition; before most members of King’s nonviolent
army were born, he was reminding the Negro of Thoreau’s
prescription to cast the total vote with feet and voice along
with the ballot.... The porters remain as they have always been,
moderate in the particular that involves manners, and radical
in the general that involves principle.

1963

59. Better press than this would be hard to imagine.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards were presented to James and Diane 
Bevel. There was a speech by A. Philip Randolph.

November 17, Tuesday: William Jefferson Clinton was classified by his draft board as 2-S (student deferment).

(Bill would come to oppose this Vietnam war in which he might get shot at, oppose it on deep principal, its 
being such a poorly advised war — although he would never become a pacifist and oppose also the wars in 
which the only people being shot at were other people. In this way he would make himself fit to be our 
President.)

In Moscow, a major reorganization of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was announced by the Central 
Committee.

NBC-TV showed the documentary film “The Louvre,” with music by Norman Dello Joio, for the first time.

1964
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to 
Friend Bayard Rustin by A.J. Muste. There was a speech by Friend Milton Mayer.

March: Former President Harry S Truman received award as “The Outstanding Television Personality of the Year” 
from the American Cinema Editors Association.

Former President Truman was not a person known for changing his mind about much of anything, and there 
is no reason to suspect that he no longer harbored the sympathy that all draft dodgers belonged in prison as 
criminals all the time. However, during this year the US law of military conscription was being amplified in 
the cases “US v. Seeger 380 US 163” and “380 US 163.” US v. Seeger had been heard in October 1964 and 
during this month the decision was announced — before the Vietnam War was expanded and the draft became 
a source of strain and division. 

In this Seeger case, the central question was whether the claims of a conscientious objector could be 

1965
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recognized even if said Difficult Person didn’t believe in a Higher Being as required by law, as for instance in 
the case of an agnostic member of the Religious Society of Friends who was an adherent of the Quaker Peace 
Testimony.

The administration suggested that such people simply could not be recognized but Seeger was arguing that 
theology was irrelevant and his claim for objector status should not be denied so long as his religious beliefs 
led him sincerely to object to participation in all wars — and the Supremes, taking notice of the fact that 
eminent theologians of the day were unsure what role a Supreme Being played in religious belief and doctrine, 
agreed with him. It would be enough, the justices would hold in this case, “that the beliefs which prompted 
[Seeger’s] objection occupy the same place in his life as the belief in a traditional deity holds in the lives of 
his friends, the Quakers.”

OHNE MICH!
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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January 20, Wednesday:  Five Buddhist monks began a hunger strike in Saigon, calling for the resignation of Prime 
Minister Tran Van Huong.

Alan Freed died in Palm Springs, California at the age of 43.

Taking the constitutional oath as President, Lyndon Baines Johnson orated against isolationism: “We can never 
again stand aside, prideful in isolation.”

This was the month in which the US Navy was beginning its river patrols of South Vietnam’s 3000 nautical 
miles of inland waterways.

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

Hey, hey, LBJ!
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November 14, Sunday-16, Tuesday:  In the Ia Drang Valley, the first major battle between US infantry and regulars of 
the North Vietnamese Army. The 1st Cavalry Division, Airmobile, used helicopters to move to the battle zone 
and there, supported not only by heavy artillery but also by B-52 pattern bombing, they engaged in two days 
of firefights until the NVA melted into the jungle. 79 Americans were killed and 121 wounded, while NVA 
losses were guesstistimated to have been 2,000.

According to the TIME Magazine issue for November 19, 1965, “One week to the day after Quaker Norman 
Morrison burned himself to death outside the Pentagon, Roman Catholic Roger LaPorte, 22, a student at 
Manhattan’s Hunter College, doused his clothes with gasoline and set himself aflame on a street corner outside 
United Nations headquarters.”
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 At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Norman 
Thomas. Speaker for the event was Mulford Sibley. Meanwhile, the US Army was fielding its 1st man-portable 
atomic bombs. These 0.2-kiloton devices were intended to be emplaced by 3-man Special Forces teams. The 
bombs using an implosion-type detonator weighed 42 pounds, while the bombs using a gun-type detonator 
weighed 120 pounds. The timing device on these weapons (we righteous people don’t use suicide bombers) 
was accurate to only plus or minus five hours, and most of the force of such a blast would have risen into the 
air and spread rather than directing itself upon a point target — the equivalent Soviet devices do not seem to 
have been of any better design. Except for the purpose of making a place lethally radioactive these little 
devices would have been rather impractical, and after laser-guided “smart” bombs and radar-guided cruise 
missiles would become available during the early 1970s, these man-portable devices would be quietly 
deactivated.

1966
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Barbara 
Deming by Ralph DiGia.

December 16, Saturday: Agnes Carol Zens Kellam died of cancer.

As Captain Howard John Hill was piloting his F4D Phantom II in an early morning mission over North 
Vietnam, a Mig-21 missile flew up his tailpipe. He would be spending some five years in the infamous “Hanoi 
Hilton,” and would sustain his spirits by the writing of the sort of war poetry that reminds one of what had been 
written during World War II by General Patton:

Beloved heritage is ours
             To fondly cherish evermore.
             By God’s own hand sweet Freedom’s flower
             Was planted at our nation’s door.
             
             Warm blood of men enriched the soil
             In hope it blossom-filled would thrive.
             Though tyrants sent fierce weeds to foil 
             And hamper growth, it still survived.
             
             The blooms will wither not nor die; 
             Some men will crave the fragrant air. 
             Unyielding Resolve reigns on high 
             With Duty calling those who care.
             
             Much-needed care cannot be sloughed;
             A few must bear the load for all.
             From sun-soaked shores to windswept bluffs
             We few will answer Duty’s call.

April 25, Tuesday: Shortly after becoming world champion Cassius Marcellus Clay had announced that he had 
become a Black Muslim and changed his name to Muhammad Ali. He had then defended his title eight times 
in twenty months. At this point he refused induction into the Army. His license to box professionally would 
be revoked by the New York State Boxing Commission, his world championship title would be stripped from 
him by the WBA and WBC, and he would be fined and sentenced to five years in prison.

1967

VIETNAM
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
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April 28, Friday: The Greek popular composer Mikis Theodorakis, in disguise, was transported by car through Good 
Friday crowds in Athens to a meeting of the leadership of his Lambrakis Democratic Youth.

The WBA and WBC stripped Cassius Marcellus Clay (Muhammad Ali) of his heavyweight title.

April 29, Saturday: The New York Times headline was “Clay Refuses Army Oath; Stripped of Boxing Crown”:

By ROBERT LIPSYTE 
Houston, April 28—Cassius Clay refused today, as expected, to
take the one step forward that would have constituted induction
into the armed forces. There was no immediate Government action.
Although Government authorities here foresaw several months of
preliminary moves before Clay would be arrested and charged with
a felony, boxing organizations instantly stripped the 25-year-
old fighter of his world heavyweight championship.
“It will take at least 30 days for Clay to be indicted and it
probably will be another year and a half before he could be sent
to prison since there undoubtedly will be appeals through the
courts,” United States Attorney Morton Susman said.

Statement Is Issued
Clay, in a statement distributed a few minutes after the
announcement of his refusal, said: “I have searched my
conscience and I find I cannot be true to my belief in my
religion by accepting such a call.” He has maintained throughout
recent unsuccessful civil litigation that he is entitled to
draft exemption as an appointed minister of the Lost-Found
Nation of Islam, the so- called Black Muslin sect. Clay, who
prefers his Muslin name of Muhammad Ali, anticipated the moves
against his title in his statement, calling them a “continuation
of the same artificially induced prejudice and discrimination”
that had led to the defeat of his various suits and appeals in
Federal courts, including the Supreme Court.
Hayden C. Covington of New York, Clay’s lawyer, said that
further civil action to stay criminal proceedings would be
initiated. If convicted of refusal to submit to induction, Clay
is subject to a maximum sentence of five years imprisonment and
a $10,000 fine.
Mr. Covington, who has defended many Jehovah’s Witnesses in
similar cases, has repeatedly told Clay during the last few
days, “You’ll be unhappy in the fiery furnace of criminal
proceedings but you’ll come out unsinged.” As a plaintiff in
civil action, the Negro fighter has touched on such politically
and socially explosive areas as alleged racial imbalance on

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
VIETNAM

VIETNAM
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
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local Texas draft boards, alleged discriminatory action by the
Government in response to public pressure, and the rights of a
minority religion to appoint clergymen.

Full-Time Occupation
As a prospective defendant in criminal proceedings, Clay is
expected to attempt to establish that “preaching and teaching”
the tenets of the Muslims is a full-time occupation and that
boxing is the “avocation” that financially supports his unpaid
ministerial duties.
Today, Clay reported to the Armed Forces Examining and Entrance
Station on the third floor of the Federally drab United States
Custom House a few minutes before 8 A.M., the ordered time. San
Jacinto Street, in downtown Houston, was already crowded with
television crews and newsmen when Clay stepped out of a taxi cab
with Covington, Quinnan Hodges, the local associate counsel, and
Chauncey Eskridge of Chicago, a lawyer for the Rev. Martin
Luther King, as well as for Clay and others.
Half a dozen Negro men, apparently en route to work, applauded
Clay and shouted: “He gets more publicity than Johnson.” Clay
was quickly taken upstairs and disappeared into the maw of the
induction procedure for more than five hours. Two information
officers supplied a stream of printed and oral releases
throughout the procedure, including a detailed schedule of
examinations and records processing, as well as instant
confirmation of Clay’s acceptable blood test and the fact that
he had obeyed Muslim dietary strictures by passing up the ham
sandwich included in the inductees’ box lunches. Such
information, however, did not forestall the instigation, by
television crews, of a small demonstration outside the Custom
House. During the morning, five white youngsters from the
Friends World Institute, a nonaccredited school in Westbury,
L.I., who had driven all night from a study project in Oklahoma,
and half a dozen local Negro youths, several wearing Black Power
buttons, had appeared on the street.

Groups Use Signs
Continuous and sometimes insulting interviewers eventually
provoked both groups, separately, to appear with signs. The
white group merely asked for the end of the Vietnam war and
greater efforts for civil rights. The Negro eventually swelled
into a group of about two dozen circling pickets carrying
hastily scrawled, “Burn, Baby, Burn” signs and singing, “Nothing
kills a nigger like too much love.” A few of the pickets wore
discarded bedsheets and table linen wound into African-type
garments, but most were young women dragged into the little
demonstration on their lunch hours.
There was a touch of sadness and gross exaggeration throughout
the most widely observed noninduction in history. At breakfast
this morning in the Hotel America, Clay had stared out a window
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into a dingy, cold morning and said: “Every time I fight it gets
cold and rainy. Then dingy and cool, no sun in sight nowhere.”
He had shrugged when Mr. Hodges had showed him an anonymously
sent newspaper clipping in which a photograph of the local
associate counsel had been marked “Houston’s great nigger
lawyer.” Sadly, too, 22-year-old John McCullough, a graduate of
Sam Houston State College, said: “It’s his prerogative if he’s
sincere in his religion, but it’s his duty as a citizen to go
in. I’m a coward, too.” 

46 Called to Report 
Then Mr. McCullough, who is white, went up the steps to be
inducted. He was one of the 46 young men, including Clay, who
were called to report on this day. For Clay, the day ended at
1:10 P.M. Houston time, when Lieut. Col. J. Edwin McKee,
commander of the station, announced that “Mr. Muhammad Ali has
just refused to be inducted.”
In a prepared statement, Colonel McKee said that notification
of the refusal would be forwarded to the United States Attorney
General’s office, and the national and local Selective Service
boards. This is the first administrative step toward possible
arrest, and an injunction to stop it had been denied to Clay
yesterday in the United States District Court here. Clay was
initially registered for the draft in Louisville, where he was
born. He obtained a transfer to a Houston board because his
ministerial duties had made this city his new official
residence. He had spent most of his time until last summer in
Chicago, where the Muslin headquarters are situated, in Miami,
where he trained, or in the cities in which he was fighting.
After Colonel McKee’s brief statement, Clay was brought into a
pressroom and led into range of 13 television cameras and
several dozen microphones. He refused to speak as he handed out
Xeroxed copies of his statement to selected newsmen, including
representatives of the major networks, wire services and The New
York Times.
The statement thanked those instrumental in his boxing career
as well as those who have offered support and guidance,
including Elijah Muhammad, the leader of the Muslims; Mohammed
Oweida, Secretary General of the High Council for Islamic
Affairs, and Floyd McKissick, president of the Congress of
Racial Equality.
The statement, in part, declared:
“It is in the light of my consciousness as a Muslim minister and
my own personal convictions that I take my stand in rejecting
the call to be inducted in the armed services. I do so with the
full realization of its implications and possible consequences.
I have searched my conscience and I find I cannot be true to my
belief in my religion by accepting such a call. “My decision is
a private and individual one and I realize that this is a most
crucial decision. In taking it I am dependent solely upon Allah
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as the final judge of these actions brought about by my own
conscience. “I strongly object to the fact that so many
newspapers have given the American public and the world the
impression that I have only two alternatives in taking this
stand: either I go to jail or go to the Army. There is another
alternative and that alternative is justice. If justice
prevails, if my Constitutional rights are upheld, I will be
forced to go neither to the Army nor jail. In the end I am
confident that justice will come my way for the truth must
eventually prevail.
“I am looking forward to immediately continuing my profession.
“As to the threat voiced by certain elements to ‘strip’ me of
my title, this is merely a continuation of the same artificially
induced prejudice and discrimination.
“Regardless of the difference in my outlook, I insist upon my
right to pursue my livelihood in accordance with the same rights
granted to other men and women who have disagreed with the
policies of whatever Administration was in power at the time.
“I have the world heavyweight title not because it was ‘given’
to me, not because of my race or religion, but because I won it
in the ring through my own boxing ability.
“Those who want to ‘take’ it and hold a series of auction-type
bouts not only do me a disservice but actually disgrace
themselves. I am certain that the sports fans and fair-minded
people throughout America would never accept such a ‘title-
holder.’” 
Clay returned to his hotel and went to sleep after the day’s
activities. He is expected to leave the city, possibly for
Washington, in the morning.

June 4, Sunday:  At a meeting of the Negro Industrial and Economic Union, Bill Russell, Jim Brown, Kareem Abdul 
Jabar (formerly Lew Alcindor), Carl Stokes, Walter Beach, Bobby Mitchell, Sid Williams, Curtis McClinton, 
Willie Davis, Jim Shorter, and John Wooten heard Muhammad Ali’s explanation for refusing the Vietnam war 
draft.

June 20, Tuesday:  Cassius Marcellus Clay (Muhammad Ali) was convicted of draft evasion, fined $10,000, 
and sentenced to five years in prison. This would be appealed all the way to the US Supreme Court, but 
meanwhile Ali would be inactive for more than two years, and early in 1970 would announce his retirement.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

VIETNAM
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to The 
Resistance.

“Killing to end war, that’s like fucking
to restore virginity.”

    — Vietnam-era protest poster

In Vietnam, United States military lawyers boasted of winning 200 convictions for a practice which the GIs 
were referring to as “fragging,” that they characterized for court purposes as “assault with explosives.” 
Explained one unidentified officer to a reporter, “Given beer, whisky or drugs, mixed in with a crowd of blacks 
and whites, and you can have trouble. But you never know which came first — the booze, the drugs, or racial 
disagreements.” The problem had not begun in Vietnam, for during World War II, Dr. Joseph W. Owen, the 
head of a psychiatric section in the Solomon Islands, had described a case in which a Marine captain had been 
routinely ridiculing a lieutenant in front of the enlisted men. That lieutenant had sneaked a mine into his 
commanding officer’s tent and hidden in some nearby bushes to detonate it.

For crippling two American M-48 tanks and leading two successful attacks against a South Vietnamese 
military base near Saigon, the North Vietnamese Army awarded a 17-year-old named Vo Thi Mo its Victory 
Medal Third Class. “The first time I killed an American,” she would tell an interviewer twenty years later, 
“I felt enthusiasm and more hatred.” After a while, she reported, her enthusiasm for this sort of thing had 
waned, in part because after watching American soldiers look at pictures and cry, she had come to the 
realization that most of these Americans, rather than being the faceless baby-burners that filled her nightmares, 
were simply scared young men one hell of a long way from home.

March 7, Thursday:  Within the present capital city of Saigon, Lieutenant General Fred C. Weyand, a veteran of World 
War II in the Pacific, had on a hunch positioned 50 battalions of American and Allied troops. In the battle for 
possession of that vital center during Tet, they were able to turn back an assault by 35 North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong battalions, and on February 1st they launched a decisive counterattack against the Viet Cong at Tan 
Son Nhut airport, to protect nearby MACV and South Vietnamese military headquarters from capture. Weyand 
would come to be regarded as the “Savior of Saigon.”

In New York City, Ricercare for orchestra by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, and was 
conducted by its “dedicatee,” Leonard Bernstein.

Officials in Cairo informed UN peace envoy Gunnar Jarring that they were not going to be willing to meet with 
any Israeli officials “in the present and the future.” –“You want us to get Jew cooties?”

1968

ANTISEMITISM

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

February 28, Wednesday: The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, General Earle Wheeler, forwarding a request made by 
General William C. Westmoreland, asked President Lyndon Baines Johnson for an additional 206,000 soldiers 
and for the mobilization of reserve units in the USA.

March 20, Wednesday: As he neared graduation from Georgetown University, William Jefferson Clinton, age 21, had 
finally been induced to submit to his physical examination and was reclassified from 2-S (student deferment) 
to 1-A (eligible, shudder, to get killed with the other American boys in Vietnam, who were dying in combat at 
the rate of about 350 per week).

He was the only youth of his prime draft age to be classified 1-A by that draft board in 1968 whose pre-
induction physical examination would be put off for a full ten and a half months, a delay more than twice as 
long as anyone else’s and more than five times as long as that received by most Arkansas youths of comparable 
eligibility.

Ben Barnes, a former Speaker in the Texan state legislature, has now acknowledged in a written statement 
presented under oath in a courtroom in Austin, Texas, that on a spring day during this year, at the prompting 
of a Bush family friend, Sid Adger, he had asked General James Rose of the Texan Air National Guard to get 
21-year-old party animal George W. Bush, about to lose his 2S student deferment by graduating from Yale 

VIETNAM

Hey, hey, LBJ!
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University, excused him from the draft by positioning him in a National Guard pilot-training program.

Joining this organization was a popular way for Texans with money or political connections to avoid getting 
shot at in Vietnam, without any need to flee to another country or risk doing hard time in prison. The Bush 
boy’s service record reveals that he obtained his pilot slot in the Texas Air National Guard ahead of thousands 
of other applicants in spite of the fact that he actually scored only 25% in his aptitude test. Immediately after 
achieving this 25% score, Dubya was invited to take one step forward and be sworn in. Barnes was unable to 
assert that the candidate’s father, then-Congressman George Bush, Senior, Republican from Houston, knew 
that this request was being made by the family friend. Both father and son have deniability, and both father 
and son have denied. However, Lawrence Littwin, former director of the Texas lottery, has revealed that under 
Governor George W. Bush, the contract for operating this lottery was obtained by the Gtech Corporation, 
for which family friend Ben Barnes was chief lobbyist, in return for a pledge that he’d keep his mouth shut 
about the preferential treatment that had saved Dubya’s ass in the middle of the Vietnam War.

April 11, Thursday: Defense Secretary Clifford announced that General William C. Westmoreland’s request for 
206,000 more soldiers for Vietnam was a request which was not going to be granted.
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May 27, Monday: Yale University student George W. Bush was 12 days away from losing his valuable 2S student 
deferment from the draft and Americans were dying in combat in Vietnam at the rate of 350 per week. 
He interviewed with Texas Air National Guard Commander Colonel Walter B. “Buck” Staudt and despite the 
fact that he had scored only 25% on a pilot aptitude test, was instantly recommended, over a long long waiting 
list of eager young college men, for a direct commission to 2d Lieutenant to undergo pilot training. (Some 
people, unduly cynical, attribute this preferment to the fact that his daddy was a congressman.) On this day he 
took one step forward and enlisted in the Air National Guard at Ellington Air Force Base near Houston, Texas. 
Wearing the uniform of this elite stateside national guard unit flying obsolete aircraft was a practical guarantee 
that he would never be sent against his will into harm’s way.

Immediately the enlistment ceremony needed to be repeated for the benefit of photographers, so that Texas Air 
National Guard Commander Colonel Walter B. “Buck” Staudt could be seen to personally hand this important 
young man his documents. 

“When the rich wage war it’s the poor who die.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980)

The Devil and the Good Lord
(1951), act 1

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE 
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN 
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SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.

June 1, Saturday:  Civil war in France seemed averted as many French workers returned to their jobs.

Students opposed to the takeover of Rome University battled with pro-occupation students.

Congress enacted Public Law 90351 providing for the appointment of the FBI Director by the President with 
the advice and consent of the Senate to a 10 year term. The act was to take effect after the completion of 
Director J. Edgar Hoover’s tenure (and after they had held a mirror up to his nose to make certain that he wasn’t 
still breathing, driven a stake through the heart of the corpse, shot the corpse in the back of the head with 
several silver bullets, buried the corpse at midnight in the center of a crossroads, driven heavy vehicles back 
and forth across the intersection, sprinkled the entire area with cloves of garlic, and placed a very large and 
very very heavy stone on top of the disturbed soil).

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Summer:  It is suspected that during this period political and family influence were what was keeping William 
Jefferson Clinton from being drafted into the US military and seeing service in Vietnam, where our boys were 
getting killed at the rate of 350 each week. Would that all our lads could enjoy the benefit of such support 
systems!

Robert Corrado, the last surviving Hot Springs draft board member from that period, alleged that there had 
been “some form of preferential treatment” and described how the chairman of the three-man draft panel there 
had held back Clinton’s file saying “we’ve got to give him time to go to Oxford.” Corrado said he had been 
telephoned by an aide to J. William Fulbright (then a Democratic Senator from Arkansas) asking them to “give 
every consideration” to not drafting Clinton, so that he could attend Oxford University.

Beneficiary
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July: To defray the ballooning costs of the Vietnam war, the US Congress mandated an immediate 10% income tax 
surcharge.

August 8, Thursday:  Richard Milhous Nixon was chosen as the Republican presidential candidate and was promising 
us “an honorable end to the war in Vietnam.” In his acceptance speech, he had the following to say:

“Let us begin by committing ourselves to the truth — to 
see it as it is, and tell it like it is — to find the 
truth, to speak the truth, and to live the truth.”

— Republican Presidential nominee
Richard Milhous Nixon, 1968
(a birthright Quaker)

Southern Republicans understood very well that Senator Nixon might be willing to put up with the colored 
people as part of his “Southern Strategy,” but he obviously didn’t like colored people and was obviously 
uncomfortable around them — and this of course was supremely reassuring.

After his presidency, Nixon would have the following to offer:

“Always remember others may hate you but those who hate 
you don’t win unless you hate them. And then you destroy 
yourself.”

— President Richard Milhous Nixon

Worth Every Penny
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September 30, Monday:  The 900th US aircraft was shot down over North Vietnam. (Curiously, not one of these shot-
down aircraft were of the only type that our lucky George would be being trained to fly. This is one of those 
coincidences that make our historical trajectory so fascinating. It is almost as if this American boy were being 
reserved for some higher purpose.)

For the 20th time in the history of the nuclear agenda and the 3d time this year, this time at the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, some fissile material unexpectedly went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, the final 
stage before an atomic explosion.

Not to worry, however, for in the more than half century of our nuclear era there have been only a couple of 
dozen such incidents that we know of. We are told that a full A-bomb nuclear-weapon-like blast is a real 
engineering success story and very difficult to create, and therefore it is really really unlikely that any such 
prompt-criticality incident will ever produce a full A-bomb nuclear weapon-like blast without our really 
having intended for that to happen (even at Chernobyl the molten “corium” stuff in the “Elephant’s Foot” 
formation in the basement failed to go off like a bomb). Just about the worst thing that might happen in a 
prompt-criticality situation is that the nuclear material in question goes off like what one might term a big 
“dirty” bomb –which is not at all in the same ballpark in terms of blast-effect although it is in the same 
ballpark in terms of contamination-effect– except that we must bear in mind that at the Fukushima Daiichi site, 
unfortunately, there are some 2,000 tons of such materials available within a few thousands of yards, in the six 
reactor cores and seven cooling pools.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

ESSENCE IS BLUR.  SPECIFICITY, 
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE, 

IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.
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Fall:  Because the Hot Springs draft board continued unaccountably to postpone his preliminary interview and pre-
induction physical, William Jefferson Clinton was able to enroll at Oxford University.

During this year, resistance to the Vietnam draft was becoming quite popular. For instance, here is a poster 
featuring singer Joan Baez (left) and her sisters, encouraging young men to engage in draft resistance in what 
might be described as a most forthright manner:60

60. “Girls Say Yes to Boys Who Say No,” National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution.

Oxford

Vietnam
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October 31, Thursday: The US Navy announced that the remains of its nuclear submarine USS Scorpion had been 
found 650 kilometers southwest of the Azores at a depth of 3,000 meters (they’d been wondering since late 
May).

The Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party announced that Chief of State Liu Shao-chi was 
stripped of “all posts both inside and outside the party once and for all.” The new president was Dong Biwu.

Israeli commandos struck at an electric transformer station in Egypt, and two bridges over the Nile.

The Association of the Pastors of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren, meeting in Pardubice, 
demanded “complete withdrawal” of Soviet forces from Czechoslovakia.

L’Apocalypse de Jean by Pierre Henry was performed for the initial time in the Théatre de la Musique, Paris.

Paradigm for percussionist, conductor, electric guitar or electric sitar, three instruments (high, middle and low) 
and electronics by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, at Hunter College, New York.

Operation Rolling Thunder was brought to an end after 2,380 B-52 sorties and more than 300,000 fighter-
bombers sorties (Soviet-supplied air defense systems had shot down 922 of the US planes), and President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson asked that the peace talks be resumed. During 3½ years of saturation bombing the US 
had added 1,000,000 tons of conventional high explosives (my calculator puts that at 800 tons a day) to the 
jungles beneath them without noticeable effect in slowing the flow of soldiers and supplies into South Vietnam 
or diminishing their zeal. Many towns south of Hanoi had been leveled and we guesstimated that about 52,000 
civilians, more or less, had given up the ghost — but the ones who were still alive were still patriotically rallied 
around their Commie leaders.
The Chinese Communist Party Central Committee announces that Chief of State Liu Shao-chi has been 
stripped of “all posts both inside and outside the party once and for all.” He was replaced as president by Dong 
Biwu.

November 27, Wednesday: President-elect Richard Milhouse Nixon asked Harvard professor Henry Kissinger to be 
his National Security Advisor.
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December:   George W. Bush began serving as a trainee with the 111th Squadron.

“When the rich wage war it’s the poor who die.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980)
The Devil and the Good Lord
(1951), act 1
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During the year, we had been taking more than 1,000 of our boys home in body bags per month. By the end 
of this year, US troop levels in Vietnam would have reached 495,000 and our total fatalities would have added 
up to 30,000. Although in late 1968 the US was conducting 200 air strikes each day against the traffic on the 
Ho Chi Minh trail, this just wasn’t fazing them, as still at any given moment there were up to 10,000 supply 
trucks of the North Vietnamese Army en route. During the year an estimated additional 150,000 soldiers 
infiltrated from North Vietnam.

However, by careful design, Wubya would be seeing none of this, because the aircraft on which he was training 
would be a make and model of aircraft not capable of competing in actual air combats with any actual enemies, 
that would therefore be banned by the Pentagon from ever taking part in any fighting anywhere. Our rich boy 
might as well have been taking flight training on an Alfa-Romeo sports car.

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS 

SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED 
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Hannah Arendt’s CRISES OF THE REPUBLIC (NY: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich) attempted an evaluation of 
Thoreauvian civil disobedience as a mere form of conscientious objection. 

I have not myself as yet worked up the courage to peruse this treatment by Arendt, but according to Anita Haya 
Patterson’s FROM EMERSON TO KING: DEMOCRACY, RACE, AND THE POLITICS OF PROTEST (NY: Oxford UP, 
1997, page 190):

1969
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In her critique of Thoreau’s essay set forth in CRISES OF THE REPUBLIC,
Arendt denies Thoreau the public status of a civil disobedient
because, she argues, his claims of conscience are inherently
unpolitical, and as such can never be made public. According to
Arendt, “[conscience] is not primarily interested in the world
where the wrong is committed or the consequences that the wrong
will have for the future course of the world ... because it
trembles for the individual self and its integrity.” Indeed, she
continues, once conscientious objection has been made public, it
represents one, indistinguishable opinion in a marketplace of
public opinion in which only large numbers of coinciding
consciences will have any political significance. What Arendt
insists is that conscience, like philosophy, must first be heard
of in newspapers as public opinion in order to have any realizable
effect:

No doubt ... conscientious objection can become
politically significant when a number of consciences
happen to coincide, and the conscientious objectors decide
to enter the market place and make their voices heard in
public. But then we are no longer dealing with
individuals, or with a phenomenon whose criteria can be
derived from ... Thoreau. What has been decided in foro
conscientiae has now become part of public opinion, and
although this particular group of civil disobedients may
still claim the initial validation –their consciences–
they actually rely no longer on themselves alone. In the
market place, the fate of conscience is not much different
from the fate of the philosopher’s truth: it becomes an
opinion, indistinguishable from other opinions. And the
strength of opinion does not depend on conscience, but on
the number of those with whom it is associated (CRISES OF
THE REPUBLIC, pages 67-8).

Arendt’s dismissal of Thoreau’s premise that the private claims
of conscience can be exhibited in public also dismantles his
contention that civil disobedients should band together and form
a visible, public collectivity or corporation that simultaneously
recognizes its individual, conscientious members and represents,
as Thoreau puts it, a corporation with a conscience. Moreover,
Arendt’s insistence that civil disobedients are organized in
accordance with the principle of voluntary association denies the
force of Thoreau’s attempt to present the appeal to conscience,
and the intimate ties of shared conscience, as a means of
resisting the purely volitional, rational, contractual assumption
of obligations that are fundamental to Arendt’s specific
engagement with liberal political philosophy.
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In this year Ammon Hennacy had been chosen as the designated recipient of the War Resisters League Peace 
Award, but as it turned out, things got too busy for them to hold their annual dinner.

Dr. Robert MacMahan of the Department of Defense (DOD) requested that the US Congress provide 
$10,000,000 for a program to cause to evolve, within 5 to 10 years, a new sort of biological agent against which 
human beings would be entirely defenseless.

The US military was celebrating the success of a massive biowarfare field test in the Pacific. Our wargame 
involved not only the release of lethal agents but also the use of caged animals to demonstrate the effectiveness 
of these agents. Soviet observers lurked in nearby waters to collect samples of the biological agents we were 
testing.
President Richard Milhous Nixon decided to discontinue our biowarfare program, at least with regard to 
biological agents which are used as weapons, as opposed to toxins which were theoretically for researching 
methods of immunization and therapy. He said he had two reasons for discontinuing this weapons program, 
but actually he had three: (1) it was militarily counterproductive as such weapons are difficult to use, (2) it was 
unnecessary due to the massive superiority of the US in nuclear weapons, and (3), although he did not say so, 
these biological weapons of mass destruction were equally available to 3rd-World nations that could not afford 
an A-bomb program — and we did not want to encourage such nations to develop weapons of mass 
destruction.

This evidently was therefore the last year of the series of secret US Army biological warfare tests that had been 
going on since 1949 (evidently, since it is the last year that we have to this point been told about). The tests 
had been conducted in American cities and states by releasing bacteria and chemicals from sprayers, 
automobiles, and airplanes. Millions of citizens had unwittingly been breathing in the US Army’s test agents. 
The intent had been to discover by the use of un-lethal germs, whether microorganisms would spread and 
survive and how vulnerable the country might be to an attack with lethal germs. To the Army’s knowledge, 
only one innocent civilian had been killed in the course of these tests.

Of course I had to wonder, when I learned about the existence of these tests, since in my childhood my spine 
had collapsed due to a microbial infection contracted while I was living outside of Clay City, Indiana, only a 

GERM WARFARE

SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS
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few miles downwind from the biological warfare facility in Vigo, Indiana. Probably, my microbial infection 
and the germ war plant a few miles upwind were entirely unrelated. There would have been no point to 
infecting me, as I was not the enemy. It is a fact, however, that the plant had become totally contaminated, 
so contaminated that production was interrupted, so contaminated that it could never be decontaminated, and 
therefore had been able to deliver only a few palletloads of test germ bombs to England before the collapse 
and surrender of Germany, and it is a fact, also, that a few miles away, at that same time, my spine collapsed 
as the muscles in the small of my back became paralyzed.

You don’t suppose — no, it’s too far-fetched.

ASSLEY
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January 20, Monday: Richard Milhouse Nixon was inaugurated as the 37th US President and declared that “the 
greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker.” This would be the 5th US President in series to 
attempt to cope with the conflict in Vietnam. His campaign which had succeeded had been a campaign based 
on a pledge that he was going to bring us “peace with honor.” (Trust me.)
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“Always remember others may hate you but those who hate 
you don’t win unless you hate them. And then you destroy 
yourself.”

— President Richard Milhous Nixon

February 3, Monday: With William Jefferson Clinton already at Oxford University, and already on the previous day 
having taken and passed a military physical examination in England, his draft board in Hot Springs, Arkansas 
got around to summoning him to appear for his local preliminary interview and pre-induction physical. At this 
point the young man’s uncle, Raymond Clinton began to personally lobby J. William Fulbright, the 
Democratic Senator from Arkansas, William S. Armstrong, the chairman of the 3-man Hot Springs draft board, 
and Lieutenant Commander Trice Ellis, Jr., commanding officer of the local Navy reserve unit, to obtain for 
his nephew a slot in the US Naval Reserve. 

Although the local reserve unit had no open positions, Clinton was granted a slot, and the slot he was granted 
was not of the usual sort since this would have required him to begin within 12 months to serve two years on 
active duty, but instead was a slot which had been created especially for him and which involved no such 
obligation.

VIETNAM
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March 29, Saturday: A series of letters from Ronald Ridenhour finally resulted in an official US Army investigation 
into his allegations in regard to a supposed massacre in which allegedly he had been involved, in a hamlet he 
was calling “My Lai,” a year earlier, on March 16, 1968 — an allegation which was simply denied by all 
existing army records. There was simply no indication whatever (other than this persistent series of letters from 
this obviously disturbed and possibly deranged Vietnam vet) that anything of any sort untoward had occurred.
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April: William Jefferson Clinton received in the mail an induction notice from his Hot Springs, Arkansas draft board.

(He would later allege implausibly that the draft board had assured him that he could simply ignore their 
mailed notice — since it had been delivered by the postal service after his deadline for induction!)

May: The New York Times revealed that there had been secret bombing in Cambodia — secret in the sense that 
everyone in the world knew all about it except our general public, the members of the American electorate who 
might have had something to say about this. To determine the source of this news leak and punish appropriately 
the leaker, despite the fact that no court order had been obtained for such action, President Richard Milhous 
Nixon ordered the FBI to place wiretaps on the telephones of 4 journalists and 13 government officials. No 
more Mr. Nice Guy.

VIETNAM

VIETNAM
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“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton

June 13, Friday: Hugh Thompson fingered Lieutenant William Calley as the officer who had been present at My Lai.

June 27, Friday:  Life Magazine displayed smiling “before” portrait photos of all 242 of the American soldiers who 
had lost their lives in Vietnam during the previous week, including the 46 who had been killed during the 
taking of “Hamburger Hill.” There was no need to display “after” photos — these smiling, posed studio 
portraits of dead men had the desired effect, of stunning the nation.

Here’s a photo of one young American who was not among the soldiers who had lost their lives. 
Somehow he had evaded the bullets, all the bullets:
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Summer: Charles Lindbergh began building a dream home on Maui in the Hawaiian Islands.

Ted Kaczynski and his younger brother David Kaczynski drove to Canada to look for a plot of remote land on 
which they might settle, where they might begin to lead a life that was remote and self-sufficient. They filed a 
request with the Canadian government, to lease such a plot of ground.

William Jefferson Clinton went to see Colonel Willard A. Hawkins, who according to the Los Angeles Times 
happened to be “the only person in Arkansas with authority to rescind a draft notice.”

[I] never received any unusual or favorable treatment.
Gosh, he’s a young man of such promise. It would be a shame to waste him.

July 28, Tuesday: This was the latest date on which the draft board in Hot Springs, Missouri had been meaning to 
induct William Jefferson Clinton, so he could go to Vietnam and take his chances on getting killed along with 
the rest of us. Well, they thought ... but you know how such things are.

HERMITS

VIETNAM

I did not have sex with that woman — Monica Lewinsky.

Hell no I won’t go
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Late August:  Daniel Ellsberg, a Harvard graduate who had served as a lieutenant in charge of a company in the US 
Marine Corps and then returned to Harvard to obtain a PhD in economics, had in 1959 joined the RAND 
corporation’s Economics Department as an analyst, and in 1964 during the Johnson Administration had served 
in the Pentagon under Secretary of Defense Robert Strange McNamara, and then had done a 2-year stint in 

Vietnam for the State Department, and then had returned to RAND. He was the first Rand researcher to work 
directly for the president’s assistant for national security. He had just been reading Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi and the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on civil disobedience when he met Randall Keeler, 
discovering to his amazement that this conscientious objector was actually ready to accept a prison sentence 
in order to attempt to raise a moral issue to his countrymen. Randy was about to be tried for draft resistance 
and expected to go to prison (he would in fact serve two years). He changed Daniel Ellsberg’s life by his 
example. Ellsberg for the first time found himself asking himself what he could do to help end the Vietnam 
affair if he were willing to go to prison. He would try to arrange to testify before Congress, and in preparation 
for such testimony, would begin to make himself a personal copy of the Pentagon Papers with which he was 
working, all 7,000 pages of them. When Ellsberg had been a Marine lieutenant in Vietnam, he had thought of 
himself as serving the president -- because the Marines tend to think of themselves as a fast reaction force that 
is at the Commander-in-Chief’s disposal. Reading through these papers as he copied them burned out of him 
all desire to work for the executive branch, for in these 7,000 pages he saw how five presidents in a row had 
been operating in an utterly stubborn, selfish, foolish, immoral, and illegal manner year after year for 24 years. 
He found himself no longer wanting to function as the president’s man.

And the point was that what Randy Keeler revealed to me was that
there were other ways of being conscientious than serving the
president. There are other kinds of courage. And I had to ask
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myself, well, if I was willing to be blown up in Vietnam or
captured, as friends of mine were, when I accepted the cause or
supported it, should I not be willing to go to prison or risk
my freedom? And when I faced that question, it was quickly
answered.

September 12, Friday: Allegedly –according to what he would later aver to Lieutenant Colonel Eugene Holmes– 23-
year-old William Jefferson Clinton “stayed up all night writing a letter to the chairman of my draft board.” 
Eventually he would be force to acknowledge that if he had thus stayed up all night composing such a letter 
— then that letter had not ever actually been posted.

“Killing to end war, that’s like fucking
to restore virginity.”

    — Vietnam-era protest poster

September 14, Sunday: The Arkansas Gazette, published in Little Rock, headlined that the President of the United 
States was considering a restriction of the military draft to permit conscription only of 19-year-olds. In 
addition, according to this article, “the Army would send to Vietnam only enlistees, professional soldiers, and 
those draftees who volunteered to go.” (It may be presumed that 23-year-old William Jefferson Clinton became 
aware of this news story, for he would in fact return to Oxford that fall as he had hoped, for his 2d year.)

VIETNAM

If I tell you I was up all night...

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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September 16, Tuesday: President Richard Milhous Nixon ordered the withdrawal of 35,000 US soldiers from 
Vietnam, and a reduction in future draft calls.

September 19, Friday: President Richard Milhous Nixon, dealing with the agitation of the college campuses, 
instructed that the October draft call for Vietnam service be spread out over a 3-month period and suspended 
the draft calls that had been scheduled for November and December.

October 15, Wednesday:  A “Moratorium” peace demonstration was held in Washington and several US cities. 
Demonstration organizers had received praises from North Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Van Dong, who 
sent his good wishes in a letter to them “may your fall offensive succeed splendidly” — the first occasion on 
which Hanoi had seen fit publicly to acknowledge the American anti-war movement. This would of course 
infuriate American conservatives, including Vice President Spiro Agnew, who lambasted the protesters as only 
he could, not only as “dupes” of the Communist but also as “an effete corps of impudent snobs who 
characterize themselves as intellectuals.”61

In London, William Jefferson Clinton organized and led an anti-war demonstration. It wasn’t that he was 
against war, of course, it was merely that he was opposed to this particular war in which he happened to be 
asked to serve. He wasn’t opposed out of self-interest, of course, as he was a young man of principle.

61. Our vice president was, of course, not effete, not a snob, not impudent, not a dupe of any Communists, and certainly no 
intellectual. What he was, he was a regular American crooked politician of an annoyingly ordinary stripe. If my memory serves me 
right — he would never serve a day in prison for his crimes. Do I misremember?

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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October 30, Thursday: William Jefferson Clinton was reclassified 1-A, eligible for induction. (Clinton would allege 
that he had instigated this reclassification, but produced no evidence whatever that he had done so — and in 
all likelihood the reclassification had occurred simply because he had not honored the promise he had made 
to the Hot Springs draft board, to enroll in the law school of the University of Arkansas and enter the ROTC 
program there.)

VIETNAM

I got myself reclassified 1-A and...
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 Christie’s of London auctioned off to the highest bidder what remained of Napoleon Bonaparte’s penis. As it 
turns out, not very surprisingly, it isn’t worth as much to anyone else as it had been to him. Eventually the 
object, which is said to resemble a worm, would wind up in the display cabinet of an American urologist.

So that you won’t be too terribly disappointed, that I don’t have a photo of the object, here is the preserved 
organ of Grigori Rasputin, still in a museum in Russia, 

DIGGING UP THE DEAD
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and here is a photograph of Napoleon’s sword and pistols, at the West Point Military Academy:

November 3, Monday:  In a major TV address, President Richard Milhous Nixon asked for support from “the great 
silent majority of my fellow Americans” for his new Vietnam strategy. He needed for us to be behind him 
100% because “the more divided we are at home, the less likely the enemy is to negotiate at Paris.” Making a 
gesture toward his personal fate that would only later become clear to us, he declared that others could not 
defeat or humiliate the United States: “Only Americans can do that.” –Well, well.
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“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton
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December 1, Monday:  The first draft lottery since World War II was held in New York City. Each day of the year was 
assigned a number. Those with birthdays on days with low numbers would likely be drafted to serve in 
Vietnam and would need to serve out their time either in the Army or in prison, while those with birthdays on 
days with high numbers would likely not be drafted to serve in Vietnam. Are you feeling lucky?

In this first draft lottery, William Jefferson Clinton drew a high number, 311, which virtually assured that he 
would never be forced to serve in the US military (in any role more lowly or more likely to be shot at than 
Commander-in-Chief).

December 3, Wednesday: With his lucky number in hand, the callow youth William Jefferson Clinton finally kept a 
promise he had made and wrote from England to Lieutenant Colonel Eugene Holmes, commander of the 
University of Arkansas ROTC Program. He informed him that the US draft system was illegitimate, 
and averred that he would accept being drafted only to maintain his viability as a future candidate for public 
office. Here is this interesting “Merry Christmas” letter in full:

Dear Col. Holmes, 
I am sorry to be so long in writing. I know I promised to 
let you hear from me at least once a month, and from now 
on you will, but I have to have some time to think about 
this first letter. Almost daily since my return to England 

VIETNAM
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I have thought about writing about what I want to and ought 
to say. 
First, I want to thank you, not only for saving me from 
the draft, but for being so kind to me last summer, when 
I was as low as I have ever been. One thing that made the 
bond we struck in good faith somewhat palatable to me was 
my high regard for you personally. In retrospect, it seems 
that the admiration might not have been mutual had you 
known a little more about me, about my political beliefs 
and activities. At least you might have thought me more 
fit for the draft than for ROTC.
Let me try to explain. As you know, I worked in a very 
minor position on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
I did it for the experience and the salary but also for 
the opportunity, however small, of working every day 
against a war I opposed and despised with a depth of 
feeling I had reserved solely for racism in America before 
Vietnam. I did not take the matter lightly but studied it 
carefully, and there was a time when not many people had 
more information about Vietnam at hand than I did. 
I have written and spoken and marched against the war. 
One of the national organizers of the Vietnam Moratorium 
is a close friend of mine. After I left Arkansas last 
summer, I went to Washington to work in the national 
headquarters of the Moratorium, then to England to 
organize the Americans here for demonstrations October 15 
and November 16. 
Interlocked with the war is the draft issue, which I did 
not begin to consider separately until early 1968. For a 
law seminar at Georgetown I wrote a paper on the legal 
arguments for and against allowing, within the Selective 
Service System, the classification of selective 
conscientious objection, for those opposed to 
participation in a particular war, not simply to 
“participation in war in any form.” 
From my work, I came to believe that the draft system 
itself is illegitimate. No government really rooted in 
limited, parliamentary democracy should have the power to 
make its citizens fight and kill and die in a war they may 
oppose, a war which even possibly may be wrong, a war, 
which in any case, does not involve immediately the peace 
and freedom of the nation. The draft was justified in World 
War II because the life of the people collectively was at 
stake. 
Individuals had to fight, if the nation was to survive, 
for the lives of their country and their way of life. 
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Vietnam is no such case. Nor was Korea an example where, 
in my opinion, certain military action was justified but 
the draft was not, for the reasons stated above. 
Because of my opposition to the draft and the war, I am in 
great sympathy with those who are not willing to fight, 
kill, and maybe die for their country (i.e. the particular 
policy of a particular government) right or wrong. Two of 
my friends at Oxford are conscientious objectors. I wrote 
a letter of recommendation for one of them to his 
Mississippi draft board, a letter I am more proud of than 
anything else I wrote at Oxford last year. One of my 
roommates is a draft resister who is possibly under 
indictment and may never be able to go home again. He is 
one of the bravest, best men I know. His country needs men 
like him more than they know. That he is considered a 
criminal is an obscenity. 
The decision not to be a resister and the related 
subsequent decisions were the most difficult of my life. 
I decided to accept the draft in spite of my beliefs for 
one reason only, to maintain my political viability within 
the system. For years I have worked to prepare myself for 
a political life characterized by both practical political 
ability and concern for rapid social progress. It is a life 
I still feel compelled to try to lead. I do not think our 
system of government is by definition corrupt, however 
dangerous and inadequate it has been in recent years. 
(The society may be corrupt, but that is not the same 
thing, and if that is true we are all finished anyway.) 
When the draft came, despite political convictions, I was 
having a hard time facing the prospect of fighting a war 
I had been fighting against, and that is why I contacted 
you. ROTC was the one way in which I could possibly, but 
not positively, avoid both Vietnam and the resistance. 
Going on with my education, even coming back to England, 
played no part in my decision to join ROTC. I am back here, 
and would have been at Arkansas Law School because there 
is nothing else I can do. I would like to have been able 
to take a year out perhaps to teach in a small college or 
work on some community action project and in the process 
to decide whether to attend law school or graduate school 
and how to begin putting what I have learned to use. 
But the particulars of my personal life are not near as 
important to me as the principles involved. After I signed 
the ROTC letter of intent I began to wonder whether the 
compromise I had made with myself was not more 
objectionable than the draft would have been, because I 
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had no interest in the ROTC program itself and all I seem 
to have done was to protect myself from physical harm. 
Also, I had begun to think that I had deceived you, not by 
lies —there were none— but by failing to tell you all of 
the things I'm telling you now. I doubt I had the mental 
coherence to articulate them then. 
At that time, after we had made our agreement and you had 
sent my 1D deferment to my draft board, the anguish and 
loss of my self regard and self confidence really set in. 
I hardly slept for weeks and kept going by eating 
compulsively and reading until exhaustion brought sleep. 
Finally, on September 12 I stayed up all night writing a 
letter to the chairman of my draft board, saying basically 
what is in the preceding paragraph, thanking him for trying 
to help in a case where he really couldn’t, and stating 
that I couldn’t do the ROTC after all and would he please 
draft me as soon as possible. 
I never mailed the letter, but I did carry it with me every 
day until I got on the plane to return to England. I didn’t 
mail the letter because I didn’t see, in the end, how my 
going in the army and maybe going to Vietnam would achieve 
anything except a feeling that I had punished myself and 
gotten what I deserved. So I came back to England to try 
to make something of the second year of my Rhodes 
scholarship. 
And that is where I am now, writing to you because you have 
been good to me and have a right to know what I think and 
feel. I am writing too in the hope that my telling this 
one story will help you understand more clearly how so many 
fine people have come to find themselves loving their 
country but loathing the military, to which you and other 
good men have devoted years, lifetimes and the best service 
you could give. To many of us, it is no longer clear what 
is service and what is dis-service, or if it is clear, the 
conclusion is likely to be illegal.
Forgive the length of this letter. There was much to say. 
There is still a lot to be said, but it can wait. Please 
say hello to Colonel Jones for me. 

Merry Christmas. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Clinton
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December 27, Saturday:  The Liberal Democratic Party was returned to power in national elections to the Japanese 
Diet.

The first annual Manzanar Pilgrimage took place. (These nostalgia trips back to the Manzanar facility would 
inspire pilgrimages to other of our concentration camps sites as well, in the years to come.)
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the 12th Annual League Peace Award was presented 
to People Resisting within the Military.

Japan, having surpassed each and every European economy, in this year became the 3d economic powerhouse 
in the world after the USA and the USSR.

Schoei Ando, in ZEN AND AMERICAN TRANSCENDENTALISM (Tokyo: Hokoseido Press), concluded that Henry 
Thoreau had achieved what is variously termed “Seishori” or “Meihakuri” or “Dajo Ippen,” or in English 
“clearly purified state” or “completely purified life.” In Zen, this is the condition immediately preceding the 
entire abandonment of the sense of selfhood.

During the following decade Chief Justice Warren Burger of the United States Supreme Court would be 
proselytizing for the conversion of our prisons into what he termed “factories with fences.” (Of course, nobody 
could figure out what the hell he was talking about, since our factories normally are surrounded by Cyclone 
fencing already anyhow.  :-)

The electrical and mechanical systems of the Eastern State Penitentiary atop Cherry Hill near beautiful 
downtown Philadelphia were in terrible shape (although its walls were still excellent). Most of the remaining 
28 long-term inmates were remanded to the State Correctional Institution at Graterford. However, Philadelphia 
would discover that during this year and the following one, the “closed” “obsolete” facility would need to be 
pressed back into service, to house prisoners from the county prison at Holmesburg following a riot there. 
Friend Mary Ellen Chijioke of the Swarthmore monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends has 
commented in the 21st Century, “The now-deserted Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia stands a 
monument to the potentially disastrous consequences of well-meaning reform. Quakers had been all too aware 
of the horrors of 18th- and early 19th-Century prisons where only the wealthy could buy the privilege of 

privacy. They also had felt the healing effect of quiet contemplation in their own lives. They therefore 
conceived of a prison that would allow convicts the privacy to reform themselves through meditation. 
The result was rigid solitary confinement and all its horrors. It’s a classic example of what happens when 
a new insight into one aspect of a problem is allowed to become the basis for a one-dimensional solution. 
Making provision for privacy was a good thing; enforcing it 24 hours a day was monstrous. How often do 

1970

LEASED PRISONS
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we repeat the pattern when we elevate a specific insight into a universal principle?” (Cherry Hill’s Pittsburgh 
counterpart, Western State Penitentiary, featured in John Edgar Wideman’s BROTHERS AND KEEPERS, 
may still be in use.)

It had been during the late 1700s that Louisiana had originated its legal conviction that the category “Negro” 
was to rigorously encompass any person at all, in whom might be detected “any traceable amount” of black 
ancestry. This decade, however, would see some hard bargaining in the Louisiana state legislature, with the 
Conservatives holding out for 1/64th as the determining fraction and the “more enlightened” legislators 
forcing a compromise at 1/32nd. (This compromise fraction would be upheld by the Louisiana State Supreme 
Court in 1974.)

The US law of military conscription would be amplified during this year in the Welsh v. US cases “398 US 
333” and “398 US 33.” The question was whether Congress could defer to an individual’s conscience only 
when the individual’s views stemmed from adherence to religious beliefs. The court would determine that 
Congress could not. “If the exemption [from military service] is to be given application,” Justice John Marshall 
Harlan would write in his concurring opinion, “it must encompass ... those whose beliefs emanate from a 
purely moral, ethical, or philosophical source.” Congress could draw no line between religious beliefs and 
secular beliefs when determining who might be recognized as a conscientious objector. As a result of this 
decision, the authority of individual conscience, however formed, was elevated in its capacity to refuse the 
obligation of military service. In theory, we may note, the US Congress might then have rewritten the draft law 
to eliminate any provision for conscientious objectors, for it remained the law that “government has the right 
to the military service of all its able-bodied citizens, and may, when an emergency arises, justly exact that 
service from all.” However, with continuing protests about the justness of the Vietnam war and the equity of 
the draft, to revise the selective service act was not politically possible.

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

OHNE MICH!
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February 20, Friday: Judge Hoffman sentenced World War II conscientious objector Dave Dellinger and four other 
members of the Chicago 7 to prison for having, during the police riot the outside the Chicago Democratic 
Convention, violated the Anti-Riot Act of 1968. “Hey, guys, you’re not cops — we cannot allow you to riot 
like cops!”

February 22, Sunday: John R. Kellam and Ruth Arnold were wed.

March 31, Tuesday: The US Army presented its murder charges against Captain Ernest L. Medina concerning the 
massacre of Vietnamese civilians at My Lai in March 1968.
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April 17, Friday: “Houston, you have a problem.” The SNAP-27 radioisotope thermoelectric generator used on the 
Apollo-13 mission “was successfully targeted to deposit intact in the Tonga Trench in the South Pacific, where 
it is effectively isolated from man’s environment,” according to page 205 of the FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE ULYSSES MISSION (TIER 2), issued by the Office of Space and Applications, 
Solar Systems Exploration Division, NASA, in June 1990. 

Which is to say, 5.5 pounds of 3.9 kilograms of Plutonium-238 are now lying in a lump on the ocean floor, 
allegedly south of the island of Fiji at a depth of 3 1/2 miles (repeated requests of the US government, that it 
provide access to the factual observations and reports upon which this allegation has ostensibly been based, 
have been ignored, and thus we have never had any way to evaluate the truthfulness of this interested claim).

The canister of this device had not been designed to withstand seawater and the material that it encloses will 
emit radiation for approximately two millennia.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”

— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

May 1, May Day: This was the traditional Communist holiday. A combined force of 15,000 US and South Vietnamese 
soldiers attacked North Vietnamese supply bases inside Cambodia. However, throughout this offensive, the 
enemy soldiers and the Viet Cong would carefully avoid large-scale battles and instead would withdraw 
westward, deeper into Cambodia, leaving behind base camps containing huge stores of weapons and 
ammunition.

That was in Vietnam. Meanwhile, in America, President Richard Milhous Nixon was terming anti-war 
students “bums blowing up campuses.”

“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton
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August:  The Air National Guard was flying its obsolete F-102 Delta Daggers around Texas, fully loaded with 
ordinance and ammunition, ready to respond instantly to any threat by attacking colored people. 
A 3-member board recommended that 2dLt George W. Bush receive a promotion to 1stLt.

He was living in a one-bedroom at the Chateaux Dijon in Houston, a popular spot for singles. When he needed 
to go spend time in the alert shack at the air force base, the regulations were that he needed to abstain from 
alcohol for 24 hours before.
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NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

September 5, Saturday: Operation Jefferson Glenn began in Thua Thien Province — the last US offensive in Vietnam.

October 15, Thursday: The final group of Italians departed from Libya.

Poem in October for tenor and eight players by John Corigliano to words of Thomas was performed for the 
initial time, in Lincoln Center, New York.

The US Congress approved the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970. This law contained a section known as 
the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act or RICO (RICO has since been a very effective tool 
with which the FBI sends to prison members of organized criminal enterprises other than our federal 
government).

November: A Federal report estimated that one out of every ten Love Canal residents might contract cancer.

Hey, we do have reason to know about such population risks — knowing about such population risks is what 
we’re about. For instance, according to the Military Review, the United States had intensified its development 
of “ethnic weapons,” which is to say, weapons designed to selectively target and eliminate specific ethnic 
groups, groups who are categorically vulnerable due to their genetic differences and variations in DNA from 
other population groups.

December 10, Thursday: President Richard Milhous Nixon warned Hanoi that more bombing raids might ensue were 
the North Vietnamese attacks to continue in the South.

John R. Kellam “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

GERM WARFARE
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“Always remember others may hate you but those who hate 
you don’t win unless you hate them. And then you destroy 
yourself.”

— President Richard Milhous Nixon

December 22, Tuesday: The Cooper/Church amendment to the US defense appropriations bill forbade the use of any 
US ground forces either in Laos or in Cambodia. American troop levels in Vietnam would drop to 280,000 by 
the end of this year. During this year, according to the US command, an estimated 60,000 of the soldiers in 
theater had been experimenting with drugs. Many of the units were becoming ineffective due to interracial 
tensions. Also, there had been more than 200 incidents of what was known popularly as “fragging,” in which 
officers had been subjected to attack by fragmentation grenades by the enlisted men under their command.62

62. Austin Meredith had already been aware, back in 1963, as a Marine ground officer with a twisted spine whose deformity was 
found intensely embarrassing by the men under his command, that had he signed the extension papers that had been proffered to 
him and gone into lockon with them, and from Camp Pendleton to Vietnam with them — they would have had to frag him. He could 
not have survived through a tour of duty in Vietnam.

ASSLEY
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Majorie 
Swann. There was a speech by Lanzo Del Vasto.

January 4, Monday: Egyptian President Anwar Sadat acknowledged for the first time that Soviet military personnel 
had been engaging in operational combat roles (six had been killed when Israel attacked a missile site).

“Exhortatio” from Tempus destruendi/Tempus aedificandi for chorus by Luigi Dallapiccola was performed for 
the initial time, in Beit HaHayal Auditorium, Jerusalem.

President  Richard Milhous Nixon announced that “the end is in sight.”

“Let us begin by committing ourselves to the truth — to 
see it as it is, and tell it like it is — to find the 
truth, to speak the truth, and to live the truth.”

— Republican Presidential nominee
Richard Milhous Nixon, 1968
(a birthright Quaker)

Was he telling us the truth at this juncture? –Well, were his lips moving?

1971

VIETNAM
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“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton

February 1971: President Richard Milhous Nixon ordered the installation of what would become an extensive 
recording system in multiple locations. The only people with knowledge of the system were his Chief of Staff, 
H.R. Haldeman, Haldeman’s aide Alexander Butterfield who would later disclose the existence of the tapes to 
Watergate investigators, and some Secret Service technicians. The President would order that the system be 
turned off as the Watergate investigation would begin to become troublesome, during July 1973, after some 
thirty months of such raw historical records had accumulated.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

March 31, Wednesday: Fighting began for Fire Base 6 near Dakto, Vietnam.

President Nguyen Van Thieu of the Saigon government announced that his invasion of Laos was “the biggest 
victory ever.”

The day arrived on which Lieutenant William Calley stood before the judge and got himself formally 
sentenced to life in prison at hard labor for the war crimes he had perpetrated at My Lai. (So, do you suppose 
an American guy who’s been sentenced to life in prison at hard labor for war crimes is actually going to be 
sent to prison to do some hard labor? Guess again. –Not while Tricky Dicky was in the White House in 
Washington DC! Calley’s sentence would get reduced first to 20 years, then to 10 years, and after 31/2 years 
of house arrest during his appeal process, due to the influence of President Richard Milhous Nixon — 
he would simply be released. He would wind up as a pudgy jewelry salesman, married to the boss’s daughter 
and with, to all appearances, absolutely nothing on his conscience. :-)

(Jimmy Carter instituted “American Fighting Man’s Day” and asked Georgians to protest the injustice of his 
sentence by driving for a week with their lights on.)

April 1, Thursday: President Richard Milhous Nixon ordered the convicted war criminal Lieutenant William Calley 
released pending his appeal. It’s so nice to have a Friend in the White House!

May 3, Monday-5, Wednesday: In our nation’s capital, there was a mass arrest of 12,000 citizen protesters. These civil 
disobedience thingies are not without their consequences.

June 25, Friday: The last US Marine ground troops left Vietnam.

June 26, Saturday: The US Justice Department issued a warrant for the arrest of Daniel Ellsberg, accusing him of 
giving away the Pentagon Papers.

NOBODY HOME

MY LAI

VIETNAM

WATERGATE
VIETNAM
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June 28, Monday: The source of the Pentagon Papers leak, a RAND employee named Daniel Ellsberg, surrendered to 
the police.

A “Plumbers” unit would be created in the White House to gather materials with which to discredit this man.

June 29, Tuesday: When a US Senator attempted to read a portion of the “Pentagon Papers” into the Congressional 
Record, the other Senators stayed away from the chamber so he would be prevented from doing so by lack of 
a quorum.

The US Supreme Court voted 8-0 to overturn Muhammad Ali’s 1967 conviction for draft evasion. He would 
return to the ring, knocking out Jerry Quarry in the 3rd round on October 26, 1970 at Atlanta. After a court 
order that New York restore his license, he would fight the new champion, Joe Frazier, at Madison Square 
Garden on March 8, 1971, but at the end of 15 rounds Frazier would obtain a unanimous decision.

I wouldn’t call him a draft dodger.... He stood up and said this
is something I cannot do and I will take whatever consequences
come from that decision. I admire that in a man.

— Colin Powell63

June 30, Wednesday: The crew of Soyuz 11 suffocated on return from a successful mission aboard the Russian space 
station, because their air supply was lost through a faulty valve.

The US Supreme Court ruled 6-3 in favor of the New York Times and Washington Post publication of the 
Pentagon Papers. Guess what, it had not been them who had sinned against our nation and its liberties.

63. General Powell was speaking of Muhammad Ali, boxer — but might as well have been speaking of John R. Kellam, Quaker.
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July 17, Saturday: In the Nixon White House, Presidential aides John Ehrlichman and Charles Colson created a secret 
surveillance unit known as the “Plumbers” to conduct an investigation of this Daniel Ellsberg who had leaked 
the Pentagon Papers, and to “plug” various other news leaks.

Did Ellsberg have a secret mental history that the President could burglarize out of his shrink’s office? 
Colson began to compile an “enemies list,” featuring the names of some 200 prominent Americans considered 
to be interfering with their boss’s best efforts for America.64

64. Since then, being “on the list” has become a matter of pride for many of these Americans, who have been able to feature this in 
their resumes.

WATERGATE

VIETNAM
RICHARD MILHOUS NIXON
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“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton

August 20, Friday: Surprise, the system works! William Calley’s sentence for his war crimes at My Lai got reduced 
by the commanding general of the American Third Army from life imprisonment to 20 years. Get out your 
calculators and we will figure out how many years that is, per child.

General Duong Van Minh withdrew from the campaign for president of the Saigon government (he believed 
the election will be rigged).

After a 16-hour meeting, the Common Market Council of Ministers agreed to reopen exchange markets on 
August 23d but did not agree on a common approach to the newly floating dollar.

The International Monetary Fund recognized the US dollar as a floating currency.

The FBI began a covert investigation of journalist Daniel Schorr.

September 3, Friday: In an effort to destroy Daniel Ellsberg’s reputation or to obtain materials with which he might be 
blackmailed, the secret White House group known as the “Plumbers” burglarized the office of his psychiatrist 
in Beverly Hills and made off with confidential medical records. They would find that they had turned up 
nothing of any interest to anyone other than Ellsberg and his shrink.

October 9, Saturday: Members of the US 1st Air Cavalry Division refused an assignment to go out on patrol, 
expressing the scrivener Bartleby’s “desire not to go.” Hey, whazzup?

WATERGATE

WATERGATE

VIETNAM
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December 26, Sunday-30, Thursday: The US heavily bombed military installations in North Vietnam, citing violations 
of the agreements surrounding the 1968 bombing halt.
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Since the annual Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League did not actually take place, a “Non-award” 
was made to honor activist Ann McVey Upshure.

A break-in at the Watergate Hotel in beautiful downtown Washington DC marked the beginning of a drama 
that would culminate after more than two years with the resignation from office of President Richard Milhous 
Nixon. In his book THE ENDS OF POWER, former Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman would charge that the Central 
Intelligence Agency had sanitized its involvement both in Watergate and in the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy and that the Oval Office tapes contained hidden clues. Nixon’s references to “Bay of Pigs,” 
according to Haldeman,  were in regard to the assassination of President Kennedy, just as his references to “the 
Cubans” pertained to the Watergate operatives (most of whom were in fact ex-Battista thugs). While such 
assertions are implausible, we may note that on the tape President Nixon characterized the Warren 
Commission report as “the greatest hoax that has ever been perpetuated.”

January 25, Tuesday: In The New Yorker, Seymour Hersch charged the US Army with having destroyed documents 
pertaining to the murder of hundreds of civilians by US troops at My Lai.

Eight Tone Poems for Two Violas by Otto Luening was performed for the initial time, in Albany, New York.

President Richard Milhous Nixon revealed that National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger has been secretly 
negotiating with the North Vietnamese and announced a proposed 8-point peace plan for Vietnam. However, 
Hanoi would reject Nixon’s overture.

1972

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

February 21, Monday-28, Monday: This year was marked by the return of the island of Okinawa, seized during World 
War II, to the control of Japan.

As a further great leap forward, our foreign policy president, Richard Milhouse Nixon, went as promised to 
meet Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister Zhou Enlai in Beijing. Nixon’s visit caused great concern in 
Hanoi that, in order to improve Chinese relations with the US, their wartime ally China might agree to some 
unfavorable settlement of the war.

Visiting the Great Wall of China with Secretary of State William Rogers, President Nixon commented “I think 
you will have to agree, Mr. Secretary, that this is a great wall.” He and the leaders of the PRC seemed to have 
so little difficulty understanding one another!

After six weeks and winning their demands, the coal miners of Britain called off their strike.

The Soviet space probe Luna 20 made a soft landing on the moon and began drilling into the surface for 
specimens.
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March 10, Friday: The US 101st Airborne Division withdrew from Vietnam.

April 4, Tuesday: In a further response to the Easter attacks, President Richard Milhous Nixon authorized a massive 
bombing campaign targeting all North Vietnamese troops invading the South, along with B-52 air strikes 
against North Vietnam. “The bastards have never been bombed like they’re going to bombed this time,” Nixon 
indicated privately. If you think you can fool around, you don’t know Dick.

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: The religion and civilization which are barbaric and
heathenish build splendid temples; but what you might call
Christianity does not. Most of the stone a nation hammers goes
towards its tomb only. It buries itself alive. As for the
Pyramids, there is nothing to wonder at in them so much as the
fact that so many men could be found degraded enough to spend
their lives constructing a tomb for some ambitious booby, whom it
would have been wiser and manlier to have drowned in the Nile,
and then given his body to the dogs. I might possibly invent some
excuse for them and him, but I have no time for it. As for the
religion and love of art of the builders, it is much the same all
the world over, whether the building be an Egyptian temple or the
United States Bank. It costs more than it comes to. The mainspring
is vanity, assisted by the love of garlic and bread and butter.
Mr. Balcom, a promising young architect, designs it on the back
of his Vitruvius, with hard pencil and ruler, and the job is let
out to Dobson & Sons, stonecutters. When the thirty centuries
begin to look down on it, mankind begin to look up at it. As for
your high towers and monuments, there was a crazy fellow once in
this town who undertook to dig through to China, and he got so
far that, as he said, he heard the Chinese pots and kettles
rattle; but I think that I shall not go out of my way to admire
the hole which he made. Many are concerned about the monuments of
the West and East, –to know who built them. For my part, I should
like to know who in those days did not build them, –who were above
such trifling.

MARCUS VITRUVIUS POLLIO
DE ARCHITECTVRA LIBRI DECEM

EGYPT
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“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be 
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined 
desperation.”

— Murray Kempton

May 1, Monday: The South Vietnamese abandoned Quang Tri City to the North Vietnamese Army.

June 17, Saturday: Washington security guard Frank Willis noticed something suspicious and called the police to 
report an apparent breakin, and 5 burglars, speaking Cuban Spanish, were discovered inside the Democratic 
National Committee Headquarters at the Watergate office building in Washington DC. It would be discovered 
that the men had ties to the Committee to Re-elect the President (CREEP) and had been attempting to plant 
hidden microphones in Democratic National Committee offices. Subsequent investigations would reveal that 
these men were ex-Battista thugs who after Fidel Castro took over Cuba had gone to work covertly for the 
White House! Go figure. (The event would several years later result in the resignation of President Richard 
Milhous Nixon.)

“Power is not for the nice guy down the street 
or for the man next door.”

— Richard Milhous Nixon

(It is worth remembering here that Nixon’s 1st break-in had been while he was a scholarship law student at 
Duke University — he had broken into the dean’s office to take an advance peek at his class standing.)

July 14, Friday: The Democrats chose Senator George McGovern of South Dakota as their presidential nominee. 
McGovern, an outspoken critic of the war in Vietnam, was advocating “immediate and complete withdrawal.”
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August 1, Tuesday: National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger met again with Le Duc Tho in Paris to negotiate peace 
in Vietnam.

The 1st Bernstein/Woodward article exposing the Watergate scandal.

October 22, Sunday: National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger visited President Nguyen Van Thieu in Saigon and 
the meeting went badly as an emotional Thieu adamantly opposed allowing North Vietnamese troops to remain 
indefinitely in South Vietnam. Kissinger angrily reported Thieu’s reaction to President Richard Milhouse 
Nixon, who threatened a total cut-off of American assistance. Thieu did not back down and Kissinger flew 
back to Washington DC.

Operation Linebacker I ended. US warplanes flew 40,000 sorties and dropped over 125,000 tons of bombs 
during this bombing campaign, which effectively disrupted North Vietnam’s Easter Offensive. During the 
failed offensive, the North suffered an estimated 100,000 military casualties and lost half its tanks and artillery. 
The leader of the offensive, the legendary General Vo Nguyen Giap, the victor at Dien Bien Phu, would be 
quietly ousted in favor of his deputy General Van Tien Dung. 40,000 South Vietnamese soldiers died in the 
stopping of this offensive, in the heaviest fighting of the war.
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November 6, Monday: Agreement was reached in Bonn between East and West Germany for eventual diplomatic 
relations and admission to the UN.

The British government imposed a 90-day freeze on wages, prices, rents and dividends.

In its issue dated today, Time magazine disclosed that the FBI has been enlisted in the reelection effort of 
President Richard Milhous Nixon.

November 7, Tuesday: Eleven air force officers were sentenced to death for their parts in the attempt to overthrow 
King Hassan II of Morocco.

La Fauvette des Jardins for piano by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time, in L’Espace Cardin, 
Paris.

Parable VIII op.120 for horn by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Alice Tully Hall, 
New York.

Something we have been struggling mightily to forget: it was not in any close-call election, but in the most 
overwhelming electoral landslide to date in US history, that Richard Milhous Nixon achieved his 2d term as 
our President, carrying 49/50 states (520-17 in the electoral college) and 61% of the popular vote. There was 
something about this guy that we liked, at least for the moment, very much.

December 13, Wednesday: In Paris, peace negotiations between National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger and Le 
Duc Tho collapsed after Kissinger presented a list of 69 changes demanded by President Nguyen Van Thieu. 
President Richard Milhous Nixon then issued an ultimatum to North Vietnam that serious negotiations must 
resume within 72 hours. Hanoi would not respond and our president would authorize Operation Linebacker II 
— eleven days and nights of all-out B-52 pounding of military targets in Hanoi.

VIETNAM
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December 18: President Richard Milhous Nixon ordered the heaviest bombing of the Indochina war. B-52s were used 
for the first time against Hanoi. 15 were shot down.

The last Australian troops left Vietnam.

The Ugandan government seized several British firms and tea plantations in the country.

December 30: President Richard Milhous Nixon ordered a halt to bombing of North Vietnam north of the 20th Parallel. 
The US government simultaneously announced the resumption of peace talks between Le Duc Tho and Henry 
Kissinger on January 8th.
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The US Congress enacted a War Powers Act which would soon be being ignored by presidents both of the 
Republican and of the Democratic persuasion. A joint Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Henry Kissinger and 
North Vietnam’s chief negotiator, Le Duc Tho — who would indignantly repudiate an award that was being 
given also to a man of the likes of Kissinger.

In this year of great hypocrisy there would be no Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League.

The United Kingdom and the Irish Republic joined the European Economic Community. The Sunningdale 
agreement; a power-sharing assembly was proposed for Northern Ireland. Local Government was re-organized 
in Northern Ireland: 6 Counties were abolished and 26 Districts were created with minimal powers. De Valera 
retired from the Presidency of the Republic and Erskine Childers was elected President. The government of 
the Republic fell and a Fine Gael/Labour coalition came into power. The Council of Ireland was agreed to by 
Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, with limited powers. Faulkner became the leader of the Northern 
Ireland Assembly. Britain passed a Northern Ireland Emergency Powers Act which updated the “1922 Special 
Powers Act” to allow for one-judge Diplock Courts to hear “terrorism cases” without normal civil protections.

1973
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January 27, Saturday: The final American soldier to die in combat in Vietnam was Lieutenant Colonel William B. 
Nolde, who was killed on this day.

The Paris Peace Accords were signed by the US, North and South Vietnam, and the Viet Cong. Under the 
terms, the US agreed to immediately halt all military activities and to withdraw all remaining military 
personnel within 60 days. The North Vietnamese agreed to an immediate cease-fire and to the release of all 
American POWs within 60 days. The estimated 150,000 North Vietnamese soldiers already in South Vietnam 
would be allowed to remain. Vietnam was still divided. South Vietnam was considered to be one country with 
two governments, one led by President Nguyen Van Thieu and the other by the Viet Cong, pending future 
reconciliation.

Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird announced that the draft was ended, in favor of voluntary enlistment.
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(The draft was history. The draft board, however, was not history — mandatory registration would continue.)

February 12, Monday: Operation Homecoming began the release of 591 American POWs from Hanoi, with a plenty 
of tear jerking photo ops. We were all immensely glad that they were back home, even those of us who 
considered that our boys shouldn’t have been put in harms way in the first place.

A 4th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor began construction on the coast of Japan, at the Fukushima Daiichi 
Power Station.
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“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”

— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

March 29, Thursday: Tekin Ariburun replaced Cevdet Sunay as President of Turkey ad interim.

Over 15,000 Saudi Arabian troops entered Kuwait to help defend it against Iraqi incursions.

The final remaining American troops withdrew from Vietnam as the North Vietnamese released the last 67 
prisoners-of-war they held. Former POWs presently in the United States told of physical and psychological 
torture practiced on them by their captors.  President Richard Milhous Nixon declared that “the day we have 
all worked and prayed for has finally come.” During 15 years of military involvement, over 2,000,000 
Americans had served in Vietnam with 500,000 seeing actual combat and 47,244 being killed in action 
(including 8,000 airmen). There had been in addition 10,446 non-combat deaths and 153,329 had been 
seriously wounded (including 10,000 amputees). In addition, more than 2,400 of the Americans being 
hopefully listed as POWs/MIAs were still unaccounted for and presumably should be added either to the 
47,244 combat deaths or to the 10,446 non-combat deaths. America’s longest war was concluded by its first 
defeat.

What if they gave a war and nobody came?
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April 1, Sunday: Captain Robert White, the last known American POW in North Vietnam, was released. The future 
remained for charm bracelets and conspiracy theorists.

A report titled UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION IN PSYCHOLOGY, informally termed the Kulik report, 
summarized a survey of American undergraduate psychology programs and 17 site visits, with special 
emphasis on 10 institutions.

June 25, Monday: White House Counsel John W. Dean admitted that President Richard Milhous Nixon had taken part 
in the Watergate cover-up.

Cambodian government troops abandoned Batheay, north of Phnom Penh.

Erskine Hamilton Childers replaced Eamon de Valera as President of Ireland.

In a statement lasting six hours, former Counsel to the President John Dean laid bare his knowledge of the 
Watergate break-in and subsequent cover-up, and President Nixon’s complicity in the crimes.

July 16, Monday: The US Senate’s Armed Forces Committee began studying the history of the “secret” bombing of 
Cambodia that we had been conducting during 1969 and 1970.

During the Senate Watergate hearings, former White House aide Alexander P. Butterfield publicly revealed the 
existence of President Richard Milhous Nixon clandestine Oval Office taping system.

July 17, Tuesday, 1973: Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger testified before the US Senate’s Armed Forces 
Committee that to protect American troops through the targeting of positions occupied by North Vietnamese 
troops, 3,500 bombing raids had been launched into Cambodia. Many in Congress began to posture before the 
cameras as being angered to “discover” the extent of President Richard Milhous Nixon’s secret bombing 
campaign. On the positive side, this made it safe for the first hue and cry to go up among the politicians, that 
this was a President who ought to have his ass impeached.

VIETNAM

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

August 8, Wednesday: William Corning, John Dyal, and Dennis Willow’s INVERTEBRATE LEARNING was the 1st 
comprehensive review of the topic subsequent to World War II.

Vice President Spiro Agnew, when accused of income-tax evasion, bribery, conspiracy, and extortion, became 
(apparently) outraged, branded the accusations as “damned lies,” and denied that he had taken any kickbacks 
from government contracts in Maryland. He vowed he would not resign. (Agnew had been Richard Milhous 
Nixon’s insurance policy against being impeached — since everyone understood that we could not suffer 
Agnew to inherit the presidency. Agnew eventually would resign opening the way for Nixon’s impeachment, 
pleading “no contest” to these charges upon a plea-bargain agreement that he would be fined no more than 
$10,000 and placed on no more than 3 years probation with no actual prison time. Agnew would later allege 
that at the time of his resignation he was fearful that should he fail to cooperate, President Nixon might order 
his assassination.)

September 22: Near Pleiku, South Vietnamese troops assaulted troops of the North Vietnamese.

South Vietnam was going to be able to go it alone, not.

PSYCHOLOGY

GOVERNMENT SCANDALS
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December 21, Friday: West Germany established diplomatic relations with Bulgaria and Hungary.

The first Middle East peace conference opened in Geneva. Those attending were Egypt, Israel, Jordan, the 
USSR, and the US.

Viet Cong negotiators walked out of both the political talks and the military talks in Paris.

The Military Court of Appeals upheld the conviction of William Calley for his war crimes at My Lai. He was 
guilty, guilty, guilty. Since once upon a time we had sent a Quaker like John R. Kellam to the slammer merely 
for refusing to believe in war — I bet you suppose that for mass murder we are also going to send Calley to 
the slammer, the slammer, the slammer! (It seems plausible, on first sight, that killing innocent civilians is a 
somewhat worse offense than refusing to believe in war, and therefore deserves a somewhat more severe 
punishment.)
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Daniel 
Berrigan by Allen Ginsberg.

A couple of Washington DC’s professional eminence grises, Donald Rumsfeld and his chum Dick Cheney, 
intent on strengthening rather than weakening the executive branch of the federal government, urged President 
Gerald Ford to veto the new Freedom of Information Act. (After Congress would override this veto, 
administration lawyers would create the conceit that such an Act could apply only to paper records, and 
a determined effort would begin to convert all sensitive government records to a digital form in which they 
would never need to be divulged to the American voter.)

A house situated in the grounds of the US Naval Observatory, “Number One Observatory Circle,” that once 
had served as the residence of its superintendent and then had been repurposed as the Washington residence 
of the Chief of Naval Operations, in this year became the official residence of the Vice President of the United 
States (supposedly, a secret bunker there would become Vice President Dick Cheney’s hidey-hole after 9/11, 
although nobody’s supposed to know anything about that sort of stuff).

February 27, Wednesday: Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia appointed Endalkachew Makonnen prime minister after 
the entire cabinet resigned in the wake of the military mutiny in Asmara.

The Swedish Riksdag approved a new constitution to go into effect the following January 1st. Most of 
whatever power the King had was removed and the Riksdag was made unicameral.

Lieutenant William Calley, the sole convicted war criminal of My Lai, was released from house arrest on 
$1,000 bond.

About 800 conservative policemen seized the government of Cordoba, Argentina, removing a leftwing 
government.

April 16, Tuesday: The Saigon government broke off political talks with the Viet Cong near Paris because of Viet Cong 
truce violations.

Surprise! William Calley’s sentence for his war crimes at My Lai was further reduced, by the Secretary of the 
US Army, this time from 20 years to 10 years. (The court had delayed its announcement for a couple of weeks 
after April 1st, for reasons that will be immediately obvious to any fool.)

1974
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May 2, Thursday: Former Vice President Spiro Agnew was disbarred. Not only were we not going to let this guy get 
away with any more illegal practice — we weren’t even going to let him get away with any more legal practice!

May 9, Thursday: The House Judiciary Committee opened hearings on whether to recommend the impeachment of 
President Richard Milhous Nixon.

“Always remember others may hate you but those who hate 
you don’t win unless you hate them. And then you destroy 
yourself.”

— President Richard Milhous Nixon

August 9, Friday: Finally fearful of imprisonment, Richard Milhous Nixon resigned the presidency of the United 
States of America, becoming our first president to resign the office. Vice President Gerald R. Ford was sworn 
in as 38th US President, becoming the 6th in succession to attempt to cope with the mess we were making in 
Vietnam.

“Power is not for the nice guy down the street 
or for the man next door.”

— Richard Milhous Nixon

GOVERNMENT SCANDALS

WATERGATE
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(In the following month, Ford would grant an unconditional pardon to former President Nixon for all crimes, 
real or imagined, detected or undetected. Go thou and sin no more. Nixon would write a series of books telling 
us what a great guy he was and how he had been right all along. By the way, have you heard that Nixon was a 
Quaker? Both of these gentlemen would wind up in the autumn of their days, very tanned, very rested, very 
ready, and rather perplexing. :-)

September 8, Sunday: The New York Times and the Washington Post reported that the CIA, with the approval of 
President Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, had spent millions of dollars to undermine the 
constitutionally elected government of President Salvador Allende Gossens of Chile. Meanwhile, President 
Ford let former President Richard Milhous Nixon off the hook, by granting “a full, free, and absolute pardon 
unto Richard Nixon for all offenses against the United States which he, Richard Nixon, has committed or may 
have committed or taken part in during the period from January 20, 1969 through August 9, 1974.” Go thou 
and become tanned, rested and ready while sinning no more. Ford proclaimed that our “long national 
nightmare” was over.

September 16, Monday: President Gerald R. Ford announced a clemency program for draft evaders and military 
deserters. This program was to run through March 31, 1975, and would require the fugitives to take an oath of 
allegiance and provide up to two years of alternative community service. Out of an estimated 124,000 
Americans who were eligible, about 22,500 would take advantage of the offer.

Future Democratic president William Jefferson Clinton and future Republican president George Walker Bush 
would not need to take advantage of this offer because, although each of them had been evading the draft for 
many years, they had been doing so in such manner as always to manage to avoid being legally classifiable as 
a draft evader. They were either very, very cunning or they were so positioned as to have the advantage of very, 
very good counsel, or both. Their futures were open. They would rise to be our maximum leaders, commanders 
in chief of our armed forces.

At the French embassy in The Hague, Japanese Red Army terrorists released two of their hostages.

A federal judge dismissed all charges against two leaders of the American Indian Movement (their indictment 
had sprung out of the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee). The judge severely criticized the federal 
government’s handling of the case.

October 3, Thursday: The Watergate trials began.

The Mexican government instituted price controls over a wide range of products.

WATERGATE

VIETNAM
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November 19, Tuesday: William Calley was freed after serving 31/2 years under house arrest during his appeal process 
after his conviction by general courts-martial for the murder of 22 My Lai civilians.
(He would go on to manage a Georgia jewelry store where he would marry the owner’s daughter. It’s the 
American success story. :-)

December 18, Wednesday: North Vietnam’s leaders met in Hanoi to lay plans for their final victory.
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Friend Milton Mayer’s THE NATURE OF THE BEAST.

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Dave 
Dellinger.

When the scorecard for the 3rd quarter of the 20th Century came in, it wasn’t pretty:

For sure, if more people had been willing to do their duty, like Friend John R. Kellam for one fine instance, 
this picture would have been different. However, Friend John is feeling better now about the way he was 
scorned and condemned during World War II, for refusing to participate in the killing — and here is why:

When our Vietnamese refugee son, Tuoc Q. Phan, became eligible
after five years to apply for his citizenship, the form he was
filling in asked if he promised to give military service in
defense of America, and at first he was stumped and doubted if
he could ever become a citizen. He is faithful to his Buddhist
upbringing that teaches kindness instead of cruelty to other
people, animals, Nature’s Earth, and to avoid doing harm
anywhere or to anyone. Also he was instructed in a Catholic high
school to be similarly a peacemaker; and beside all that, he
lived agreeably with a Quaker pacifist family for a few years
in our home. An immigration lawyer in Boston told us that the
law provides for a different oath of citizenship he could take
that would not compromise these principles. So he studied hard
and passed his requirements, and was one of 45 people being
naturalized one morning in the courtroom of District Court Judge

1975
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Ronald Lagueux in Providence. The judge called 44 names and
administered the usual oath which they swore to. And then the
judge said there was one more applicant who would take a somewhat
different oath as a conscientious objector to all war on account
of religious training and belief. Then the judge said that this
young man is “no less welcome” as he becomes a citizen here than
any of the others are! 

Suddenly I felt immensely grateful that Judge Lagueux had said
that, because for about 37 years since Judge Klobe had condemned
my character for having claimed to be a CO, I had felt quite a
bit less welcome in the country of my birth. More than he knew,
Judge Lagueux validated me as well as the federal law that,
before World War II, had legitimized the religious basis for a
man’s declining to destroy people and property with weapons of
warfare. However, reading carefully the text of the revised oath
of citizenship as supplied by a friend recently,65 it does not
sound like what Judge Lagueux read to our son then being
naturalized. Its wording obligates a new citizen to accept
whatever judgment may be reached by a draft board or other
authority administering a law about military service, however
that judgment may violate his dictates of moral conscience or
his religious beliefs. It is a clever wording of the “monkey’s
paw” type; that is, it appears to grant the recognition and
respect a person of faith needs, but it does so in a form that
may be useful when the need arises.

65. “I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, 
potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject of citizen; that I will support and defend the 
Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under 
civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; so help me God. In acknowledgement whereof I have hereunto affixed my signature.”
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January 8, Wednesday: The general staff of the North Vietnamese Army’s plan to use 20 divisions in the final conquest 
of South Vietnam was approved by North Vietnam’s Politburo. By this point, the Soviet-equipped North 
Vietnamese Army had become the 5th largest in the world. They were anticipating a couple more years of 
struggle although as it would turn out, they would be able to bring South Vietnam to collapse in a mere 55 days.

Judge Sirica released Watergate’s John W Dean III, Herbert W Kalmbach, and Jeb Stuart Magruder from 
prison.

February 5, Wednesday: General Van Tien Dung secretly crossed into South Vietnam to take command during the final 
North Vietnamese offensive.

March 10, Monday: The final offensive began with an assault by 25,000 North Vietnamese soldiers upon Ban Me 
Thuot in the Central Highlands.

March 11, Tuesday: After half the 4,000 South Vietnamese soldiers defending it had surrendered or deserted, Ban Me 
Thuot fell.

March 13, Thursday: President Nguyen Van Thieu decided to abandon the highlands and its two northern provinces to 
the North Vietnamese. This resulted in a mass exodus of civilians and soldiers, clogging roads and bringing 
general chaos. The North began to shell the disorganized retreat, which would come to be known as “the 
convoy of tears.”

April: The obligation that American youths register for the military draft was suspended.
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April 19, Saturday: On the occasion of the bicentennial of the slaughter of militiamen by army troops in Lexington, 
some 30,000 patriots assembled on the green to observe a modest re-enactment.

Since “pont” means bridge, we may punningly refer to this as “pontification.”

With the help of the Soviet Union, India was launching its first satellite. In Concord on this day, the controlling 
sentiment was fear of Communist influence.66 A member of the NRA (National Rifle Association) 
courageously stood behind a podium upon which was mounted a target with a big blue bull’s-eye, at the Old 
North Bridge in Concord, and attempted to recite some grand old words in honor of our nation’s grand old 
history of people killing each other with guns, while some men stood around in period costume behind him, 
carrying antique single-shot guns, unloaded, and some other men, with their business suit jackets covering 
very modern multiple-shot guns, locked and loaded, stood around intently staring at various members of the 
crowd of assembled citizenry:

President Gerald Ford may have been just a tad nervous. He quoted, from a piece of doggerel that Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow had written as his contribution to the recruitment campaign for the war that was being 
given in 1863,67 the immortal patriotic drivel “one if by day, and two if by night.”68

Also in attendance at that commemorative scene, Concord version, was Hurricane Bob out of Orange County, 
California, our congressman who was then currently striving toward the Republican presidential nomination 
(he characterized President William Jefferson Clinton as “draft-dodging, pot-smoking, philandering” — a 

66. It is a famous date, for a certain type of person with a certain type of personality. For other April 19 celebrations of renown, 
consider Patriots’ Day 1993 at the Branch Davidian compound outside Waco TX, Patriots’ Day 1995 at the federal building in 
Oklahoma City OK, and Patriots’ Day 2013 at the marathon race in Boston MA. 
67. What if they gave a war and nobody came?
68. And perhaps no poet has been parodied more: it’s all because, while he was at Bowdoin College in 1822 with author-to-be 
Nathaniel Hawthorne (still Hathorne) and president-to-be Franklin Pierce, he was accustomed to play whist without a helmet.
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fairly accurate if incendiary characterization).

Bob Dornan and his wife Sallie were standing by the rude bridge that arched the flood on this 200th 
anniversary, where the embattled farmers had stood and fired the shot heard round the world, and Bob was 
eating an orange while Sallie was carrying the family umbrella, when they spotted a protester carrying the flag 
of North Vietnam. The hand with which Bob punched this unholy flag-bearer happened to be the hand with 
which he was holding the orange (let’s hear it for Orange County). Well, sir, the Dornans lived up to their 
heritage, for that mocking flag wound up in the mud underfoot in small shreds. Sallie found out that a family 
umbrella came in handy, too, as a club. In their race toward the White House, Bob would wear a wristwatch 
which bore a cartoon face of President Bill Clinton and a digital number which declined from day to day — 
the number 566 as of May 1, 1995, representing the number of remaining days in the Clinton one-term 
presidency. The number on Sallie’s matching watch, however, was 642, which represented the number of days 
until she planned to take possession of the living spaces in the White House. Well, what goes around comes 

PATRIOTS’ DAY
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around, doesn’t it?

I recently wrote to Former President Ford at his and Betty’s home in Southern California, that I had seen a 
photo of him and four other living ex-Presidents, striding along. The news story had been that they were 
getting in touch with the American Way, and had begun to sell their autographs. Therefore, I sent him a 
printout page from the textbase, about that day in Concord, and a very brief explanation of hypertext, and 
I also sent along a dollar bill –which, I did not neglect to point out, in Thoreau’s day had been worth as much 
as a C-note today– and asked if he would please show his good humor by initialing my printout page on the 
dotted line where it said “Nihil Obstat.” Just in case he didn’t know, I mentioned that “Nihil Obstat” meant 
“no problem” in Latin, and out of courtesy I included a SASE. And what did I receive back? Here it is:

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...
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Nihil Obstat X _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ]

November 20, Thursday: The Select Intelligence Committee of the US Senate released a 347-page “interim report” 
on various CIA assassination plots against foreign leaders that it had discovered our government had been 
involved in. The report identified more than eight government plots to kill Castro between 1960 and 1965, 
as well as additional plans to off other such leaders in Cuba.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the 16th League Peace Award was in recognition of the 
work of Juliul Eichel.

1976
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League, Peace Awards were made to Marion and Ernest 
Bromley.

January 21, Friday: President Jimmy Carter issued Proclamation 4483, granting pardon for certain violations of the 
Selective Service Act committed between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973:69

Acting pursuant to the grant of authority in Article II, Section
2, of the Constitution of the United States, I, Jimmy Carter,
President of the United States, do hereby grant a full, complete
and unconditional pardon to: (1) all persons who may have
committed any offense between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973
in violation of the Military Selective Service Act or any rule
or regulation promulgated thereunder; and (2) all persons
heretofore convicted, irrespective of the date of conviction,
of any offense committed between August 4, 1964 and March 28,
1973 in violation of the Military Selective Service Act, or any
rule or regulation promulgated thereunder, restoring to them
full political, civil and other rights.
This pardon does not apply to the following who are specifically
excluded therefrom:
(1) All persons convicted of or who may have committed any
offense in violation of the Military Selective Service Act, or
any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder, involving force
or violence; and
(2) All persons convicted of or who may have committed any
offense in violation of the Military Selective Service Act, or
any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder, in connection
with duties or responsibilities arising out of employment as
agents, officers or employees of the Military Selective Service
system.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 21st day
of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and first.

1977

69. 42 FR 4391, 3 CFR, 1977 Compilation, page 4

VIETNAM
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War in Lebanon, as Israel invaded in an attempt to evict the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).

A joint Nobel Peace Prize went to former Israeli terrorist Menachem Begin and an Egyptian leader who would 
promptly be assassinated by Islamists, Anwar al-Sadat.

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to David Berkingoff and Prafulla 
Mukerj.

November 11, Saturday: John R. Kellam and Ann Langmuir Urey were wed.

When I married Ann, she suggested that we invest in Pax World
Fund and that has been the cleanest investment I’ve had.

1978
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Passing of the Justice System Improvement Act (also known as “No More Mr. Nice Guy”). Seven federal 
prisons were redesignated as Prison Industry Enhancement (PIE) pilot projects. Can we operate more like 
China, and obligate our prisoners to pay for their own incarceration? If we were again to make a political 
prisoner of Friend John R. Kellam on account of his refusal to participate in any way in war extending even to 
hunger strike, this time would we oblige him to sing for his supper?

1979

LEASED PRISONS
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Lewis Perry’s CHILDHOOD, MARRIAGE, AND REFORM: HENRY CLARKE WRIGHT, 1797-1870 (Chicago IL: U of 
Chicago P).

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Grace Paley.

April 26, Saturday: President Jimmy Carter reported the use of six US transport planes and eight helicopters in an 
unsuccessful attempt to rescue American hostages being held in Iran.

1980

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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 The annual dinner of the War Resisters League this year was in honor of Ralph DiGia.

July 14, day: The CWRIC began a series of public hearings in Washington DC as part of its investigation into the 
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. Similar hearings would be held in many other cities 
throughout the rest of 1981. In all, some 750 witnesses would testify. The last hearing would take place at 
Harvard University on December 9, 1981.

December 31, Thursday: In all likelihood Friend John R. Kellam took off early this afternoon from his work in the 
urban renewal, redevelopment, and long range city planning position he had held for so many years in 
Providence, Rhode Island — as from this point forward he would be a retired man.

I retired from that after thirty-one and one half years, at the
age of sixty-five years and two months, with a pretty nice
pension, more than seventy percent of the average of my final

1981
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three years’ salary rate.
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the 21st League Peace Award was presented to Bent 
Andreson.

 In his revisionist account of the attack at Pearl Harbor, INFAMY, historian John Toland devoted several pages 
to the Tyler Gatewood Kent affair of 1940.

September 20, Monday: US Marines departed for The Lebanon.

December: Fritz Oehlschlaeger’s “Two Woodchucks, or Frost and Thoreau on the Art of the Burrow” (Colby Library 
Quarterly 18:4:214-9).

The British television program “Newsnight” examined the Tyler Gatewood Kent case of 1940. The broadcast 
included excerpts from an interview filmed near Kent’s home in Texas.

1982

Revisionists are liars.
Only the official truth is true.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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Chief Agent John Douglas had in 1980, working with the FBI’s Behavioral Sciences Unit, issued a 
psychological profile of the unidentified “Junkyard Bomber” that described the offender as a man with above-
average intelligence with connections to academia. This profile had later been refined to characterize the 
offender as a neo-Luddite holding an academic degree in the hard sciences. At this point this psychologically 
based profile was discarded in favor of an alternative theory developed by FBI analysts concentrating on the 
physical evidence in recovered bomb fragments. In this rival profile the bomber suspect was characterized as 
a blue-collar airplane mechanic. A 1-800 hotline was set up by a “UNABOM Task Force” to take any calls 
related to the investigation, with a $1,000,000 reward for anyone who could provide information leading to 
the bomber’s capture and conviction.

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to Virginia Eggleston, Thomas 
Grabell, and Ashley King.

The United States of America began to construct high-energy lasers intended to shoot down aircraft and 
missiles. This was in addition to the existing program OPERATION WILDCARD, with which we intended to 
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use laser beams to burn out the vision of enemy pilots. (Similar programs would begin in France and Germany 
three years later, and probably also in the Soviet Union and in the People’s Republic of China. By 1988, such 
lasers would be able to concentrate 2.6 megawatts on a pinhead target for sufficient time to vaporize an 
incoming nuclear warhead.)

The United Nations Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons banned the use of napalm. Therefore the 
US didn’t sign. Here is what happens to a Barbi dipped in homemade napalm:

Napalm had been invented at Harvard in 1943. In the process, fuel is made into a gel with co-precipitated 
aluminum salts of napthenic acid and palmitic acid (“napalm” standing for NApthenic/PALMitic). Its 
advantage is that gobs of it stick to the target as it burns. This isn’t something we can afford to do without.
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Larry Gara.

The US Secret Service commissioned the development of “pumpkin-head” or “bulletman” foam-padded 
training suits. The idea was to allow for opponents in training scenarios to provide more resistance, thereby 
increasing training realism.

The book I RIGOBERTA MENCHÚ: AN INDIAN WOMAN IN GUATEMALA detailed the struggle of Guatemalan 
women in the face of a US-supported military government that killed more than 100,000 people.

President Ronald Reagan went on  TV to ask the USers to support the “freedom fighters” of Nicaragua. 
(Two years later, the Reagan administration would be forced reluctantly to admit that in order to fund these 
Nicaraguan “Contras” it had been illegally selling weapons to enemies of America, in Iran.)

Douglas Hurd became Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. The New Ireland Forum advocated a federal 
Ireland based on the four Provinces. In the general election in the United Kingdom, Gerry Adams was elected 
for West Belfast but would not in fact take a seat at Westminster.

1984
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Professor Freeman J. Dyson’s WEAPONS AND HOPE.

(According to Professor Dyson, the corrective for too many, too deadly weapons must be many more, much 
more deadly weapons. Pedal to the metal, folks!)70

By this year President John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s 1963 Equal Pay Act had been in full force and effect for more 
than a decade. After I had escaped from the Iranian revolution, I had made my way to Silicon Valley. 
At Tandem Computers in Cupertino, my cubicle was next to the cubicle of Jane Wyman. I was a “techwriter” 
and she an “editor.” My pay was therefore almost precisely twice hers. I received a job offer with significantly 
better compensation, at a just-founded Silicon Valley startup called Sydis Computer Systems, and informed 
my supervisor that due to the fact that Tandem had in my employment contract stipulated that I would be 
provided with a home computer but he had reneged on that obligation, I was providing them with two weeks 
notice. Later on that same memorable day Jane and I sat down together with him and pointed out that she and 
I had been not only working in adjoining cubicles, but had been being assigned precisely the same work. His 

70. I, Austin Meredith, ran in a 10-kilometer race in Palo Alto, California and noticed this nuclear weapons scientist and his wife 
jogging along as a pair, wearing matching T-shirts with the logo “Disturbing the Universe with Weapons and Hope.” (They both 
came across the finish line well ahead of me. The race was sponsored by a chiropractic clinic, which of course had its equipment 
set up after the finish line. I stood in line for their free examination and they put a pelvic-girdle level device around my waist and 
had me stand on a platform with plumb lines hanging from this device — although this was a little embarrassing for me in public. 
The chiropractor expressed amazement that I had just completed the race. “You shouldn’t be running with a tipped pelvis like that.” 
I didn’t inform him that my tipped pelvis had by this point almost completely corrected itself, and that my spine was still getting 
straighter and straighter.) Afterward I went to Professor Dyson’s lecture at Stanford University. He opinioned that Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki had not done the job that needed to be done, because we now misappreciate how very destructive a modern A-bomb is. 
We need for a third city to be nuked now, he asserted, in order to tune up our appreciation of such weaponry. In his lecture he kept 
using the term “maximize,” so after the lecture I raised my hand and asked him whether, in using that term, sometimes he actually 
meant not “maximize” but “optimize.” “There’s a difference?” he wondered, and smirked and gave out a little barking laugh — and 
went directly on to recognize the next raised hand in the audience.
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explanation to us was that due to my background I had technical skills in the computer industry, whereas hers 
was a mere humanities background and she was being compensated accordingly. I pointed out to him that my 
BA had been in Philosophy and she pointed out to him that her PhD was in Literature, as well as that she had 
been techwriting for a number of years whereas I had, since escaping the Iranian revolution, been doing this 
sort of computer work for approximately one. At a knickknack store on El Camino Real I purchased two lapel 
buttons with an appropriate humorous logo, a piece of humor that she accepted in good grace. Two weeks later 
at my exit interview with the Personnel Department of Tandem, I noticed that the chic young lady had pre-
checked the block on her form “Do Not Rehire,” and that her notion seemed to be that I was being processed 
for termination for cause. She was surprised to be advised that Tandem had not honored its employment 
contract, but made no comment.

ASSLEY
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December 5, Wednesday: National Air and Space Museum crews began restoring Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay.

WORLD WAR II
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At about this point Saddam Hussein’s Iraq was kicking off its bioweapons development plan — but initially 
he would lack the expertise to develop sophisticated armaments. Well, the short version of this story is, 
we were willing to help the guy out with a starter kit of deadly microorganisms. Remember the old saw, the 
enemy of our enemy is our friend?

Hussein was the enemy of our enemies — he must be, therefore, our friend.

Henry Petroski’s TO ENGINEER IS HUMAN: THE ROLE OF FAILURE IN SUCCESSFUL DESIGN.

Michael Meyer placed articles on “Henry Thoreau” and “Henry C. Wright” in THE BIOGRAPHICAL 
DICTIONARY OF MODERN PEACE LEADERS (Ed. Harold Josephson. Greenwood Press. Pages 544-45 and 1035-
37).

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Barbara 
Reynolds. No secret medical experiments were performed in the course of this meal.

Dr. Murray Sanders, a former lieutenant colonel who was a US adviser on biological warfare, claimed that it 
had been he who had brokered the sweetheart deal between General Douglas MacArthur –a man to whom the 
concept of insisting upon personal principles and standards must have seemed truly weird– and the World War 
II-era  Japanese germ warfare perps, during Fall 1945, promising them immunity in return for their teaching 
us how to use bugs to off civilians en masse.

1985
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US Army personnel and aircraft began to assist Bolivia in the sort of supply-side anti-drug operations that 
could be relied upon to meet our program objectives, by being guaranteeably both endless and ineffectual.71

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to the 
Plowshares Disarmament Community.

An uncontained nuclear pile at Chernobyl melted down, and would eventuate in approximately the sort of 
contamination typical of the purposeful detonation of one low-yield ground-burst atomic weapon. The fissile 
materials of the pile would eat their way into the ground beneath the plant, and sink downward toward China 
until the point at which the fissile components became so mingled with molten rock that the mass solidified. 

1986

71. There is so much money in it, and the production and distribution of such drugs is such a simple matter, that no amount of supply-
side antidrug activities is ever going to accomplish anything but drive up the street price of these illicit commodities, thus helping 
these drug dealers. The factuality of this assertion is widely recognized. The only thing that could ever conceivably work effectively, 
to reduce the consumption of illicit drugs, would be a demand-side program, to help users overcome their unfortunate dependency 
upon such externalities. The hypothesis, therefore, that the purpose of the federal government’s War on Drugs is the suppression of 
drug addiction and the destruction of the drug cartels, is a hypothesis which has no credibility whatever. The actual purpose of the 
federal government in waging its War on Drugs must therefore of necessity be something other than its announced purpose. What 
might that actual purpose be?

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
12X9 premium Giclee prints of this 2013 _The New Yorker_ cartoon by David Sipress are available on the internet from the Condé Nast Collection for the low, low price of $125.



JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

It solidified in the shape of an elephant’s foot, and that is what it is now termed: “The Elephant’s Foot.”

Later on, the USSR would send miners to create horizontal shafts well beneath and to the sides of this 
Elephant’s Foot formation, far enough in distance from the material that the miners were safe from its intense 
radioactivity, and these shafts would then be filled with concrete, in such manner as to create an open-topped 
below-ground containment box. The next step, still as of 2011 to be accomplished, is to be the construction of 
an above-ground containment dome arching over the pile of sand and cement that now covers the site — and 
it is currently estimated that the cost of this above-ground containment dome will be in the neighborhood of 
$1,400,000,000.
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[I will insert at this point a record of an Internet discussion list, on which I wrote in regard to the reactors in 
the USSR in comparison with the Mark-I reactors I used to work on in the USA, designed and installed turnkey 
by General Electric. I wrote that the engineering design of these GE reactors in which I had participated, 
because they had involved containment vessels, was only marginally less dangerous than the engineering 
design of the USSR reactors, that had not involved containment vessels. I was struggling to point out that good 
design is the least part of the problem, that good design needs to be implemented by honest and straightforward 
construction activity, honest and straightforward plant operation and maintenance, and honest and 
straightforward regulatory activity, that if it is not so implemented, it is worse than worthless. Admittedly, the 
Russians lacked design sophistication, they were trying to do it on the cheap. I was struggling to point out that 
by way of contrast, it was not design sophistication, but honesty and straightforwardness, in which we in the 
US were deficient. 

For instance, during my work career I was once called upon to replace an ailing job study engineer. He was a 
person of color, and a heavy smoker, and was in the process of dying of cancer of the throat. I had three months 
to learn his skills and replace him at his desk, while he continued to work. He was supposedly receiving 
radiation therapy. This was in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1965. In actual fact, I now have learned that he was simply 
not receiving radiation therapy. He had been receiving radiation but it was not in any sense therapy. What had 
been happening was that our employer, Procter and Gamble, had volunteered him for an experiment being 
funded by our federal government at the University of Cincinnati, an experiment in which massive doses of 
radiation were being administered to terminal cancer patients until they died under the guise of treatment — 
in order to accumulate rate statistics on the length of time it takes people to die when subjected to various 
intensities of radiation exposure. He had been being murdered in cold blood. In 7 weeks the man was dead. 
He had been chosen for this experiment on the basis of his wage scale, his lack of health benefits, and his race. 
Meanwhile he had been being allowed to work out the remainder of his life, at his desk every day — training 
me. The existence of this murderous research program at the University of Cincinnati, funded by our Atomic 
Energy Commission, has, if you read the newspapers, now been exposed and documented, and indeed, has 
been acknowledged. Behind the hospital in which he died, out by their air conditioning equipment, is a bronze 
plaque in honor of the people who were killed in this manner. They are all named on this plaque, and you can 
walk past the air conditioning outlets and read the list of names. However, although our federal government 
has “come clean” as to this program for the evaluation of the impact of nuclear weapons of mass destruction, 
they have not yet allowed any research into whether other similar programs had also been going on in regard 
to our biological and chemical weapons of mass destruction. –Nor have they been willing to provide any lists, 
of the names of all the cancer-terminal people like the man I replaced, whom they have over the years been 
murdering in cold blood. 

In the absence of honesty and straightforwardness, the statistics the industry accumulates in order to compare 
fossil fuel with nuclear fuel are meaningless. The marginal differences they document so well are quite 
overwhelmed by the great areas of uncertainty, caused by our entire lack of information as to existing levels 
of private contractor fraud and government regulatory fraud.
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Dorie 
Bunting.

The US Department of Defense (DOD) admitted that, in the face of the new international treaty banning 
research and development of biological agents, it had continued its operation of research facilities at 127 
facilities and universities around the nation.

1987
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to those who have continued to 
focus peace work on Vietnam post-war: Don Luce, Vietnam Veterans Against the War, John McAuliff, David 
Truong, Bob Eaton, and Lady Borton.

George Herbert Walker Bush (father of Wubya) was elected President. The moment that the new 
administration came to power, all the previous Pentagon opposition to the proposed legislation against 
research into biological agents of war was stopped. Bush officials focused upon repackaging this proposed 
anti-biologicals-research legislation as a way to deal with the Third World, in which everybody knew there 
were crazies running around loose trying to develop biological weapons on the cheap — not just our friend 
Saddam Hussein whom we had supplied with a starter kit of biological weapons, but just about every swinging 
dick out there. Thus repackaged, the Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989 would be passed 
unanimously by both Houses of Congress and signed into law by the President. We gotta bring this situation 
under control.

Hal Lindsey had reasoned, in THE LATE, GREAT PLANET EARTH, that The Rapture was going to take place 
during this year, since it would be one Biblical generation, 40 years, after Israel gained its statehood. (Abanes, 
Richard. END-TIME VISIONS. NY: Four Walls Eight Windows, 1998, page 85; Lindsey, Hal. PLANET EARTH - 
2000 A.D. Palos Verdes CA: Western Front, 1994)

Saddam Hussein’s development of weapons of biological warfare having been inadequate, his Iraqi forces 
attacked Kurdish insurgents using a chemical agent instead: nerve gas. You’ve seen the photos of corpses of 
ethnic Kurds, men, women, children, and infants, lying huddled along the village streets with a residue of a 
white froth around their lips.
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August 10, Wednesday: HR 442 was signed into law by President Ronald Reagan, providing for individual payments 
of $20,000 to each surviving internee of the Japanese-American wartime camps, and a $1.25-billion education 
fund.

WORLD WAR II
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to the Children 
of War.

The United Nations sponsored a Convention on the Rights of the Child. This is an international treaty that 
recognizes the human rights of children, defined as persons up to the age of 18 years. In 41 substantive articles, 
it establishes in international law that the State Parties must ensure that all children –without discrimination in 
any form– benefit from special protection measures and assistance; have access to services such as education 
and health care; can develop their personalities, abilities and talents to the fullest potential; grow up in an 
environment of happiness, love and understanding; and are informed about and participate in, achieving their 
rights in an accessible and active manner. As of November 2003, 192 countries had become State Parties to 
the Convention. The US has signed this Convention — but has not ratified its signature. The reason why the 
United States of America has not since 1989 ratified its signature is that this treaty is waiting in line for 
consideration, behind the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women — 
which has for the past 17 years been being stalled for ratification. (The only other nation that has failed to ratify 
this Convention on the Rights of the Child is Somalia, which has the excuse of not having a functioning 
government.)

May 13, Saturday: Hundreds of students in Tienanmen Square began a civil disobedience hunger strike.

The government of Hungary announced that it was suspending construction of its end of a hydroelectric dam 
across the Danube. This would strain relations with Czechoslovakia.

White and Light for soprano, two clarinets, viola, cello and double bass by Harrison Birtwistle to words of 
Celan (translated by Hamburger) was performed for the initial time, in Brighton.

Let Not the Prince Be Silent for chorus by John Tavener to words of St. Clement of Alexandria was performed 
for the initial time, in Sherborne Abbey, Dorset.

May 14, Sunday: Student civil disobedience representatives began formal talks with the Chinese government. They 
shortly broke down.

Voting in Argentina assured the election of Peronist Carlos Menem as president.
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May 15, Monday: Mikhail Gorbachev arrived in Beijing. This was to be the first Soviet-Chinese summit since 1959. 
The civil disobedience masses in Tienanmen Square were disconcerting.

Janez Drnovsek replaced Raif Dizdarevic as President of Yugoslavia.

Music for keyboard instruments and orchestra by Mauricio Kagel was performed for the initial time, in 
Cologne.

May 16, Tuesday: Two days of anti-Soviet civil disobedience protests began in Krakow.

China and the USSR renewed normal diplomatic relations.

Sunni Moslem leader Sheik Hassan Khaled and 21 other people were killed by a car bomb in West Beirut.

The Washington Post reported that the USSR had halted arms shipments to the government of Nicaragua due 
to a shift in US foreign policy in Central America.

May 17, Wednesday: The number of civil disobedience demonstrators in Tienanmen Square, Beijing reached one 
million.

Czechoslovak authorities released Vaclav Havel for good behavior after he had served three months of a nine 
month sentence.

Freedom of religion was granted in Poland. Full citizenship rights were granted to Roman Catholics.

Milan Pancevski replaced Stipe Suvar as President of the Presidium of the League of Yugoslav Communists.

Mohammed Ali Hamadei was sentenced to life in prison for his part in the hijacking of a TWA jet in 1985 and 
the murder of a passenger.

The Organization of American States condemned Panamanian strongman General Manuel Noriega and called 
for a peaceful transfer of power to a popularly elected government.

May 18, Thursday: Prime Minister Li Peng met student civil disobedience leaders in a televised meeting in the Great 
Hall of the People. Nothing was achieved.

The Supreme Soviet of Lithuania adopted the Declaration of State Sovereignty, claiming that the 1940 Soviet 
takeover was illegal.

Epicycle for cello and 12 instruments by Iannis Xenakis was performed for the initial time, in London.
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May 19, Friday: General-Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party Zhao Ziyang visited civil disobedience hunger 
strikers in Tienanmen Square, urging them to stop. When student leaders learned of the government’s plans to 
declare martial law, they called off the hunger strike and instituted a mass sit-in. They created the Independent 
Workers Union.

The coalition government of Italian Prime Minister Ciriaco De Mita resigned.

November 9, Thursday: In Germany, the Berlin Wall was torn down.
WORLD WAR II
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The Justice System Improvement Act of 1979 (known as “No More Mr. Nice Guy”  :-)
was amended to allow up to 50 of the federal penitentiaries distributed across the territories of the various 
states to serve as Prison Industry Enhancement pilot projects, rather than only the previous seven PIEs. Cannot 
we be a capitalist nation, and consider our prison system to be part of our hospitality industry? Cannot we 
operate like China, and force our prisoners to pay for their own accommodations?

David Cowart assimilated the spirits of Henry Thoreau (WALDEN), of Thomas Pynchon (THE CRYING OF LOT 
49), and of Kurt Vonnegut (PALM SUNDAY) by declaring the three authors capable of “heteroclite patriotism,” 
which he defined as condemning one’s country’s faults yet communicating “an abiding love.” Cowart cited 
Vonnegut’s offhand admission that “This county has fulfilled more of the requirements of the Communist 
Manifesto than any avowedly Communist nation ever did.”

Frederick W. Turner, on page 26 of SPIRIT OF PLACE: THE MAKING OF AN AMERICAN LITERARY LANDSCAPE, 
informed us that “While teaching school, doing odd jobs, and engaging in the appropriate activities of his self-
styled career, Thoreau was beset by an insistent drumbeat of doubt.” From the context in which this phrase 
“his self-styled career” appears, it would be plausible to infer that the phrase amounts to something similar to 
the sneering description “country scholar” that was popular in Thoreau’s day among the clubbable Harvard 
graduates of downtown Boston, and is short for something of the order of: “the self-styled career of a self-
appointed autodidact solitary scholar.”

April 13, Friday: The USSR acknowledged responsibility for the mass execution in the Katyn Forest of Polish officers 
who had been held as POWs in Russia.

August 2, Thursday: Saddam Husayn Al-Tikriti’s Iraqi Army invaded Kuwait. No more Mr. Nice Guy.

October 3, Wednesday: German reunification became effective.
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 At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to the Gulf War 
Resisters.

After Saddam met with the US Ambassador to Iraq, the Iraqi army had conquered Kuwait. Five days after the 
federal Congress authorized the use of force in Iraq, unsurprisingly, a Gulf War would begin. On February 28th 
a cease-fire would be declared. The George H.W. Bush administration would decide upon a containment 
strategy that would include sanctions, UN inspections, and no-fly zones. Richard Perle, William Kristol, Paul 
Wolfowitz, and other neocons would not be pleased with this administration’s decision to keep Saddam 
Hussein in power, and as a result, six years later, William Kristol would be co-founding an imperialist think 
tank, “Project for the New American Century.” Donald Rumsfeld, Dick Cheney, and Paul Wolfowitz would 
be registered as among the supporters of this PNAC. The CIA would contract with a “Rendon Group” to 
“create the conditions for the removal of Hussein from power.” Previously paid $100,000 a month by “Citizens 
for a Free Kuwait” to help market the war, John Rendon, an expert in “perception management,” would 
become, by the time of the Gulf War cease-fire, as James Bamford would put the matter, “Washington’s 
leading salesman for regime change.” Over time, Rendon would be putting together a group of expats that 
would refer to itself as the “Iraqi National Congress,” with Ahmed Chalabi as its leader, and would become, 
with the considerable assistance of Judith Miller, then a New York Times journalist, this group’s lead advisor 
and media guru. Between 2000 and 2004 the Pentagon would award the Rendon Group at least 35 contracts 
for large sums — including, three weeks after the September 11th attacks, a especially hefty contract.

Louis Farrakhan declared that the Gulf War was going to turn out to be the “War of Armageddon which is the 
final war” (Abanes, Richard. END-TIME VISIONS. NY: Four Walls Eight Windows, 1998, page 307).72 Just 
prior to Operation Desert Storm, a United States Marine attorney provided the following description of the law 
of war: “All the laws of war boil down to these three fundamentals. One. If it needs to be killed, kill it. Two. 
If it doesn’t need to be killed, don’t kill it. Three. If you see somebody killing something that doesn’t need to 
be killed, try to stop them. Any questions?”

Exemplifying a more “Rashomon-like” what-is-truth frame of mind, Alfred A. Knopf of New York, 
a subsidiary of Random House, published Simon Schama’s DEAD CERTAINTIES (UNWARRANTED 
SPECULATIONS) in regard to the famous Professor John White Webster/Doctor George Parkman case. 
There are no facts, only interpretations — so maybe the butler did it.
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The bulk of the reviews of this book characterize Simon Schama’s speculations as unwarranted.

By the time of the Gulf War cease-fire, Iraq had weaponized anthrax (using strains of the microorganism that 
had been collected in Texas and supplied to Saddam Hossein by the United States federal government), 
botulinum toxin, and aflatoxin and had several other lethal agents in development. Inspectors from the UN 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) would spend frustrating years chasing down evidence of the scope of this 
program, the very existence of which Iraq would indignantly deny. The UNSCOM team would find that Iraq’s 
stockpile included Scud missiles that had been pre-loaded with disease organisms.

On January 18th, President Herbert Walker Bush reported that he had directed US armed forces to commence 
combat operations on January 16th against Iraqi forces and military targets in Iraq and Kuwait, in conjunction 

72. Armageddon = the place (possibly to be identified with Har Megiddo, the Mount of Megiddo, near Tel Aviv, near which many 
battles were fought) designated in REVELATION 16:16 as the scene of the final battle between the kings of the earth at the end of 
the world. Here is the layout of the Battle of Megiddo as won by the pharaoh Thutmose III over the Canaanites in 1482 BCE:
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with a coalition of allies and UN Security Council resolutions. On January 12th Congress had passed the 
Authorization for Use of Military Force against Iraq Resolution (P.L. 102-1). Combat operations would be  
suspended on February 28th.

On May 17th, President Bush stated in a status report to Congress that the Iraqi repression of the Kurdish 
people had necessitated a limited introduction of US forces into northern Iraq for emergency relief purposes.

On September 25-27th, after widespread looting and rioting broke out in Kinshasa, US Air Force C-141s 
transported 100 Belgian troops and equipment into Mnshasa. US planes also carried 300 French troops into 
the Central African Republic and hauled back American citizens and third country nationals from locations 
outside Zaire.

January 16, Wednesday: Operation Desert Storm began at 7PM, Eastern Standard Time.

February 23, Saturday: The one hundred hours of invasion of Iraq began at 8PM, Eastern Standard Time.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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February 27, Wednesday: Mitchell brother Jim shot and killed Mitchell brother Artie for reasons that aren’t exactly 
clear. The brothers had built up a San Francisco porn empire centered around the O’Farrell Theater and had 
made themselves responsible for one of the best-selling porno films of all time, “Behind the Green Door,” 
starring Marilyn Chambers and John Holmes. 

President George Herbert Walker Bush –aware that one of the US’s long term objectives was that Iraq not be 
so weakened that it would no longer be an effective blocking force keeping Iran away from Kuwait– halted 
the invasion of Iraq after exactly 100 hours.73

73. Since we don’t want to have to fight Iran ourselves, we need to leave Iraq strong enough to be able to fight Iran on our behalf.
(It is now apparent that President GHW Bush neglected adequately to elucidate this Realpolitik for the benefit of other members of 
his nuclear family.)

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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May: US Marine Eric Larson, Gulf War conscientious objector, was formally charged with “desertion in time of 
war,” an offense punishable by execution in front of a firing squad, and became the first of our conscientious 
objectors since WWI to thus face a death sentence for taking his stand. Some 2,500 military personnel would 
apply for CO status during this military operation.

19 survivors of a Saudi Arabian oil tanker explosion found safe harbor in St. Helena.

May 15, Wednesday: The US Department of Defense released documents in which Noriega was characterized as 
“CIA’s man in Panama.”

December 21, Saturday: The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics went “We surrender, so send us some money.” 
It disbanded itself and was replaced by a Commonwealth of Independent States. (The proper way to end a cold 
war is simply to surrender — because this utterly disarms your opponent, who can no longer play the 
oppositionalist games to which they have become accustomed. If we had been smarter than the Russians, we 
would have surrendered long ago and all this cold war stuff might well have been averted.)

OHNE MICH!

GOVERNMENT SCANDALS
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 At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to War Tax Resisters and the 
Colrain, Massachusetts war tax resistance activists.

The “Different Drummer” restaurant at the railroad depot in Concord became the “Aigo Bistro.”

America’s strategic thinkers schemed a radically new foreign-policy doctrine for the post-Cold War world. 
They were intending to cause America to step to the beat of a different drummer. Their work product was a 
Defense Planning Guidance tract that’s since been termed “Dick Cheney’s masterwork.” In this curious 
document the most important of America’s exceptional qualities, which entitle Washington DC to be the 
capitol city of the world, rather than being its old-style American-Exceptionalist Chosen-of-God status, or its 
melting-pot virtue, or its democratic values, or its wise capitalist system for the mobilization of economic 
energies, was its sheer military dominance. Might, it would seem, in the mind of Mr. Cheney, made right. 
Cheney called for the preservation of a US nuclear arsenal strong enough to prevent the development of 
nuclear capabilities by any more 3d-world nations. Clearly this was intended to be a 1st-strike capability, for 
he demanded a doctrine of unilateral military action, one of the preemptive use of force, which amounted to a 
major departure from anything that had been schemed before in our nation’s puzzle palace on the Potomac. 
America was to be, and was to remain, and was to preserve itself and privilege itself, as the world’s sole 
superpower. These new exceptionalists at the Pentagon argued for liberating the United States of America from 
any constraints imposed by our having other nations as our allies, and from any constraints imposed by our 
having entered into binding international treaties. To their way of thinking the US Constitution outlawed any 
such bowing and scraping to any superior authority such as international law, and outlawed any transfer, any 
pooling, any delegation of sovereignty, to any international entity such as the United Nations. Until the events 
of September 11th, Cheney’s new exceptionalism would be a doctrine in search of a cause. It lacked, its 
proponents continually moaned, the necessity and legitimacy that could be obtained only through the trauma 
of another Pearl Harbor sneak attack. Its proponents would long for such a legitimation. They would bide their 
time. They would function as a “sleeper cell” inside the Pentagon, ready to spring to life in the hour of the 
nation’s need. They did not plan September the 11th, but they longed for it as such an occasion was to be their 
great releasant.74

1992

74. Update: Dick Cheney now has a heartbeat.
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This year marked the 70th anniversary of the War Resisters League. The United States Army, inspired by the 
1959 science fiction novel STARSHIP TROOPERS, announced plans to use satellite feeds and computers to link 
individual infantrymen to their peers and commanders.

American electrical utilities had 109 nuclear power plants. 

General Norman Schwarzkopf explained why the US hadn’t unseat Saddam during the first Gulf War. 
“From the brief time that we did spend occupying Iraqi territory after the war, I am certain that had we taken 
all of Iraq, we would have been like the dinosaur in the tar pit — we would still be there, and we, not the United 
Nations, would be bearing the costs of the occupation.”

In a bombing of the World Trade Center, six were killed. The FBI would, during the course of its investigation, 
discover a “Project Bojinka” — a terrorist plot to hijack commercial airplanes and crash them into buildings. 
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, who had masterminded this World Trade Center attack, would be sentenced to 240 
years in prison.

President William Jefferson Clinton bombed Iraqi intelligence centers in retaliation for Saddam Hussein’s 
alleged attempted assassination of President George H.W. Bush while attending a meeting in Kuwait (our 
evidence for Iraq’s actual involvement in this attempt would later appear to be other than conclusive).

1993
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The author of a 1993 book on the history of Minnesotans, Richard Moe, commented that the US Civil War had 
not make such a lasting impression upon Minnesotans as had “the Sioux uprising of 1862, which resulted in 
the massacre of hundreds of white settlers throughout the southern and western parts of the state. 
The experience traumatized Minnesotans for years to come.” We note that Dakota tribespeople, red people, 
are “Sioux,” or “enemy,” not “Minnesotans,” for Minnesotans are white and are settlers. If any of these 
enemies of another color died, if any Native American Minnesotans were traumatized, Richard Moe found that 
fact unworthy of comment. The book75 was of course written (where else but!) in the bowels of the facilities 
of the Minnesota Historical Society, about which I have commented elsewhere, and the various officials of this 
institution are credited of course with having given this sort of racist history their “enthusiastic support.” 
The author met Albert Woolson, the last surviving Minnesota Civil War vet and eventually the last surviving 

75. Moe, Richard. THE LAST FULL MEASURE: THE LIFE AND DEATH OF THE FIRST MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS. 
NY: Henry Holt and Company, 1993
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member of the Union Army, and quotes this survivor approvingly as having delivered the old-age folk wisdom:

Presumably the trauma of taking part in a race war, although bad, is not considered in Minnesota to have been 
that bad — one may plausibly infer, because “they” are not “our” brothers. How unutterably offensive all this 
is!

Before the Disappearance, by Carlos Cortez:

Inspired by the 1959 science-fiction novel STARSHIP TROOPERS, the United States Army announces plans to 
use satellite feeds and computers to link individual infantrymen to their peers and commanders. Army press 
releases neglected to mention concurrent research into robotic devices designed to completely replace human 
infantrymen entirely. When during 1995 the Army would mention such devices, its reports would emphasize 
that they would supplement humans rather than replace them.

We were f ight ing our brothers .  In that  there  was no glory.
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January 19, Tuesday: President George Herbert Walker Bush revealed that on December 27, 1992, US aircraft had shot 
down an Iraqi aircraft in the prohibited zone, that on January 13th aircraft from the United States and coalition 
partners had attacked missile bases in southern Iraq, and that further military actions had occurred on January 
17th and 18th. Administration officials said the United States was deploying a battalion task force to Kuwait 
to underline the continuing US commitment to Kuwaiti independence.

January 20, Wednesday: The Bosnian Serb “parliament” votes to endorse the Vance-Owen peace plan.

William Jefferson Clinton replaced George Herbert Walker Bush as President of the United States.

January 21, Thursday: Shortly after his inauguration, President William Jefferson Clinton announced that the United 
States would continue the Bush policy on Iraq, and US aircraft continue to fire at targets in Iraq as pilots sensed 
Iraqi radar or anti-aircraft fire being directed at them.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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January 29, Friday: President William Jefferson Clinton announced that the ban on homosexuals in the US military 
would be lifted.

February 28, Sunday: United States airplanes began dropping food and medical supplies to Muslim-held areas in 
Bosnia. The first flights were over Cerska. Many items dropped fell into Serb hands.

Glafkos Ioannou Kliridis replaced Georgios Vasou Vasiliou as President of Cyprus.

Agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms raided a compound of the Branch Davidian cult, led 
by David Koresh. Known as the Mt. Carmel Church, the facility was located nine miles from Waco, Texas. 
The resulting confrontation resulted in the deaths of four ATF Agents and six Branch Dravidians. A standoff 
ensued.

The United States began an airdrop of relief supplies aimed at Muslims surrounded by Serbian forces in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina.

April 19, Monday: At a farm compound outside Waco, Texas, FBI Agents sought to end a 51-day standoff with 
members of a heavily armed religious sect who had killed four officers of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. The compound burned to the ground from fires lit by members of the sect. Of the cultists, 72 persons, 
including children, were consumed in the blaze.

Four million South African workers struck on the day of Chris Hani’s funeral.

Italian voters overwhelmingly approved constitutional changes aimed at ending corruption.

Tillinghast Duo for voice and piano by William Bolcom was performed for the first time, in Los Angeles.

May 13, Thursday: Meeting in Kyoto, the International Whaling Commission rejected lifting the moratorium on 
commercial whaling.

Ezer Weizman replaced Chaim Herzog as President of Israel.

US President William Jefferson Clinton abandoned the Reagan-Bush Strategic Defense Initiative (Star Wars), 
turning it toward local missile defense.

Wanting to Tell Stories, a dance by Kevin Volans to a choreography of Davies, was performed for the initial 
time, in Gardner Center, Brighton.

Concerto for bassoon and orchestra by Ellen Taaffe Zwilich was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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May 18, Tuesday: After the Danish government gained certain concessions, Danish voters revisited the previous 
year’s referendum and this time by a vote of 57% over 43% approved the Maastricht treaty.

Bosnian Croats and Moslems agreed in Medjugorje that they would all adhere to elements of the Vance-Owen 
peace plan.

US President William Jefferson Clinton decided to extend recognition to the MPLA government of Angola 
(the government Ronald Reagan had attempted to overthrow).

At the Royal Academy of Music in Stockholm, Witold Lutoslawski was presented with the Polar Prize for 
Music by King Gustaf XVI of Sweden.

In the Odeon Hall of Vienna, Hommage à Zhivago, a musical allegory by Alred Schnittke to words of Lubimov 
after Pasternak, Blok, Vosnesensky, and Russian scriptures, was performed for the initial time.

Adagio adagio, a serenade for piano, violin and cello by Hans Werner Henze, was performed for the initial 
time, in Darmstadt.

May 24, Monday: President William Jefferson Clinton revealed that on April 9th and April 18th US warplanes had 
bombed or fired missiles at Iraqi anti-aircraft sites which had tracked US aircraft.

June 28, Monday: President William Jefferson Clinton reported that on June 26th US naval forces had launched 
missiles against the Iraqi Intelligence Service’s headquarters in Baghdad in response to an unsuccessful 
attempt to assassinate former President George Herbert Walker Bush in Kuwait during April 1993.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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July 1, Thursday: Gian Luigi Ferri stepped into the San Francisco law offices of Pettit & Martin at 101 California 
Street with two full-auto TEC-DC9s and a .45 semiauto pistol. In the span of four minutes he killed 8 and 
wounded 6, before blowing out his own brains. (The families of the victims would file suit against Intratec, 
manufacturer of the TEC-9, as well as the owner of the Las Vegas pawn shop at which he had purchased one 
of them.)

US President William Jefferson Clinton reported further air and ground military operations on June 12th and 
June 17th aimed at neutralizing military capabilities that had impeded UN efforts to deliver humanitarian relief 
and promote national reconstruction, and additional instances of this would occur in the following months.

July 9, Friday: President William Jefferson Clinton reported the deployment of 350 US armed forces to Macedonia to 
participate in the UN Protection Force to help maintain stability in the area of the former Yugoslavia.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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In this year there would be no Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League.

The Director of Resource Management for the Department of the Army laid a plan to “establish civilian prison 
camps on [military] installations,” plans by which the military could, in the name of stopping terrorism,  arrest 
categories of Americans and hold them in rural detention facilities indefinitely, and somehow news of this 
leaked to the press. Following the September 11th terror attacks, the Sydney Morning Herald checked out these 
rumors, and their reporter James Mann uncovered a top secret government program to circumvent the 
Constitution in case of national crisis. A county commissioner in the state of Washington claimed to be in 
possession of a secret federal document indicating that his county has been pegged as one potential location 
for such a “concentration camp.”

The European Union was born out of the European Economic Community. After the Father Brendan Smyth 
affair, the government of the Irish Republic fell. When Albert Reynolds resigned, Bertie Ahern was elected as 
the leader of Fianna Fáil. The Provisional Irish Republican Army, UVF, UDA, and RHC declared a ceasefire. 
The Irish Republican Army declared a ceasefire against British and Loyalist targets. Government would be by 
a coalition of Fine Gael with Labour and the Democratic Left. Peace Declaration.

1994
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In this year there was no Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League.

In his extreme age (his 79th year), without adequate editorial support or pre-publication review despite the fact 
that his memory was failing (he would die early in the following year), Professor Emeritus Walter Roy 
Harding’s annotated edition of Henry Thoreau’s WALDEN had been put out by Houghton, Mifflin Company, a 
trade-press publisher with more greed than good sense. The text of WALDEN that this publisher had sneaked 
into this volume, to accompany Professor Harding’s notes, turned out to be far more corrupt than that of any 
edition previously published by The Riverside Press, or for that matter by any publisher anywhere, and the 
commentary would have benefited from more review and analysis from any other Thoreau scholars — who 
would of course have been able and eager to pitch in under such circumstances. All in all, this was a fairly 
nasty sort of trick for a for-profit corporation to play on a helpless old man. This edition of Thoreau’s WALDEN 
is so thoroughly corrupt a text as to excite awe, and as such it could not possibly have been seen by Walter 
prior to publication. It may well turn out to be the most corrupt WALDEN text every produced. This sort of 
egregiousness is particularly alarming in close proximity with a commentary which repeatedly waxes picky 
about printer errors in the 1854 first edition, errors which have long ago been set right and should long ago 
have been forgotten (such as the fact here placed on record that in the 1854 edition the word “occasionally” 
had in the chapter on “Visitors” been spelled “occcasionally”). Among the errors which one may detect upon 
a chance scan of the pages there are misspellings, omissions of punctuation, incorrect punctuations, absence 
of spaces, and so on and so forth.76 On the following screen I will recite a few of the more obvious and 
egregious errors of this edition:

1995

76. Fortunately, this edition has now been replaced by the superior work of Jeffrey S. Cramer, in THOREAU’S WALDEN: A FULLY 
ANNOTATED EDITION, put out by Yale UP during August 2004.
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Harding unhelpfully glosses the following passage in WALDEN by supplied the irrelevant and false and 

• Page 7: the text should read “bones” rather than “hones”
• Page 44: Trinity Church did not burn, but fell into disrepair and (if my source is correct) was 

replaced between 1839 and 1846.
• Page 55: The 2nd Bank of the US building in Philadelphia is not Egyptian, but Greek Revival. 
• Page 111: “tantivy” — Harding gives it as an adverb, “at full gallop,” which I think does not fit the 

context very well, even when rendered as his “fast flying.” The OED puts Thoreau’s “tantivy” 
under the noun definition, “a rapid gallop.” I have always assumed, however, that Thoreau meant by 
tantivy, a sound. This fits the sentence, “the tantivy of wild pigeons ... gives a voice to the air.” The 
OED provides two meanings of a tantivy as a sound.

• Page 163: the text should read “homœopathic” rather than “homeopathic”
• Page 171: the text should read “life” rather than “line”
• Page 216: In a context in which Walter is expostulating in the margin about the fact that in some 

editions an erroneous hyphen has been allowed by editors to creep into Thoreau’s word “recreate,” 
this text represents the word as “re-create”.

• Page 248: the text should read “pertinent” rather than “pertintent”
• Page 251: Presumably in Note 3, Thoreau’s “orchading” is a printer’s typo for “orcharding.”
• Page 277: In note 2, the philologist studied by Thoreau was Richard Trench, not Richard Trent. 

(Incidentally, in Note 4 on this page, referring to the “Waldenses,” it had been in the Lyon, France 
of the 12th Century that Pierre Waldo attempted to live a life similar to the life of Jesus, and 
Thoreau surely would not have been referring to anything that was going on to the remote inheritors 
of this movement of the Holy Poor as of the 15th Century in particular.)

• Page 42: “morning which” should be “morning: which”
• Page 120: The word “vale” should have a period after it.
• Page 120: adjust the length of the line ending “trivial words”
• Page 158: One of the right curlyquotes should be a left curlyquote.
• Page 199: there should be a space after the comma in “nobles,and”
• Page 226: the title of the Huber work speaks of “Mours” rather than “Moeurs” and of “Fourmis,” 

ants, not “Fournis.”
• Page 262: there should be a space after the period in “serenity.I”
• Page 288: Note 1 on this page refers the reader to a note 2 on page 292, and there is no such note.
• Page 312: Note 9 should specify “1838 to 1842” rather than “1839 to 1842.”
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demeaning disinformation that Friend George Fox had lived in a hollow tree: 

This sort of gloss –even were it accurate and relevant, rather than false and demeaning– would do nothing 
much to enhance anybody’s rereading of WALDEN; it speaks not only to the low quality of some academic 
contributions today but also to the fact that a trade press like Houghton Mifflin will publish literally anything 
to turn a buck. We had cause to wonder how Harding might have acquired his strange notion that Friend Fox 
while in process of founding the Quakers had been living in a hollow tree. We were tempted to put this errant 
piece of nonsense down as a piece of Cavalier calumny casually passed along by a poor scholar by way of a 
mere unscholarly trade press — but in Book III, Chapter 1 of Thomas Carlyle’s SARTOR RESARTUS we can see 
how Harding might carelessly have acquired such a notion:
 “I can neither see nor move: not my own am I, but the World’s; and Time flies fast, and Heaven is high, and 
Hell is deep: Man! bethink thee, if thou hast power of Thought! Why not; what binds me here? Want, want! —
Ha, of what? Will all the shoe-wages under the Moon ferry me across into that far Land of Light? Only 
Meditation can, and devout Prayer to God. I will to the woods: the hollow of a tree will lodge me, wild-berries 
feed me; and for Clothes, cannot I stitch myself one perennial suit of Leather!”77 

Evidently Harding had been merely taking with blank uncomprehending seriousness a mere piece of fun that 
a 19th-Century British journalist and racist had once poked at the Religious Society of Friends in the pages of 
a literary magazine in 1834!

The only known reference for Carlyle’s conceit, so eagerly bought into by Harding, would be a passage in 
Fox’s writings in which he commented that “I fasted much, walked abroad in solitary places many days; and 

77. Thomas Carlyle’s source for this may well have been merely the following innocuous passage from George Fox’s description 
of his troubled adolescence, in his JOURNAL:

Needless to say, there is no connection whatever between this and Thoreau’s passage in WALDEN, which Walter Roy Harding 
supposedly was in the process of elucidating:

Better not keep a house. Say, some hollow tree;
and then for morning calls and dinner-parties!
Only a woodpecker tapping.

But my troubles continued, and I was often under great temptations;
and I fasted much, and walked abroad in solitary places many days,
and often took my Bible and went and sat in hollow trees and lonesome
places till night came on; and frequently in the night walked mournfully
about by myself, for I was a man of sorrows in the times of the first
workings of the Lord in me.

Better not keep a house. Say, some hollow tree; and then for morning calls
and dinner-parties! Only a woodpecker tapping.
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often took my Bible, and sat in hollow trees and lonesome places till night came on.” That passage would of 
course be evidence merely for a practice of frequent retirement for private devotional meditation and prayer 
not at all uncommon in Fox’s day and age, and as such entirely innocuous, and definitely not material that 
would support any sort of derogation.

Walter Roy Harding’s jottings in this so-called “VARIORUM” edition of WALDEN78 suffer from a fatal 
ambiguity as to the sorts of person who make up his audience. Is this an audience for whom the reading 
experience is to be further enriched, even enhanced, by the provision of connections to other cultural materials, 
or is this, very distinctly different, an audience for whom Thoreau’s offerings are to be “dumbed down” to the 
lowest common denominator? 

An example of the former category above, material for an audience that is seeking the enrichment and 
enhancement of its reading experience, would be found in Harding’s pointing from certain unascribed 
quotations in the “Solitude” chapter to specific points in the FOUR BOOKS of China. An example, by way of 
contrast, of the latter category above, dumbing WALDEN down to the lowest common denominator for an 
audience consisting of dunderheads, would be found in Harding’s glossing of Thoreau’s “With thinking ... 
friends sometimes” by means of the stupidly simplistic remark “Thoreau was constantly aware of the fact that 
he was never able to lose himself completely in any emotion.” Again, I find it utterly pointless for Harding to 
attempt to gloss a sentence such as this one from the “Solitude” chapter, “The farmer can ... form of it,” by an 
observation that in the 1st edition of 1854 an inappropriate comma had crept into the text after the word 
“remunerate” — especially when, in the previous paragraph of this utterly corrupt 1995 Houghton Mifflin 
reprinting, the word “dervish” has been misspelled as “dervis.” Again, why in this blue-eyed world does the 
contemporary reader need to be distracted, in a book that itself contains so many egregious printer errors, 
with the utterly irrelevant and inconsequential detail that in the 1st edition “occasionally” had been set into 
type by the printer as “occcasionally”? And to whom –heaven help us– is it of use to be informed, alongside 
Thoreau’s remark “I have heard of a man ... believed to be real,” that Walter Roy Harding has “been unable to 
discover the source of this story”? –Is it somehow informative, to be apprised of the fact that even the most 
diligent citation-checker may sometimes fail to uncover the single source for a remark which clearly had been 
allowed to remain by its originating author in an indeterminate condition? 

The marginal notations of this edition are sometimes quite poorly edited. For instance, in the context “in whose 
odorous herb garden I love to stroll sometimes, gathering simples and listening to her fables,” a marginal 
notation such as “Simples are medicinal herbs” would be considerably more straightforward than a cryptic 
remark such as “Medicinal herbs” alone. 

At one point, Professor Harding seems to suggest that Thoreau had been prevaricating when he wrote that he 
lived a mile from any neighbor, lying because although he makes no mention of this in WALDEN, the families 
of the Irish laboring men who were creating the railroad embankments and tracks were still living along the 
tracks alongside the pond while he was in residence at the pond. However, Harding provided no evidence for 
his conceit that anyone was still living there in that temporary Irish settlement, nor has anyone we have 
contacted seen any evidence for this.

All in all, this edition is as flawed in execution as it was in conception. 

78. An edition using such a name as “Variorum” should have been one citing textual variations between drafts of the manuscript, 
as Ronald Earl Clapper has done — but instead this is merely a garden-variety “Annotated” edition, mistitled.
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One can find some excuse for the annotated edition of WALDEN that Philip Van Doren Stern prepared in 1970, 
because that volume was conceived and executed well prior to the invention of an adequate publication 
technology. But what is the excuse for such a retrograde maneuver as this one, as of 1995? 

It has been a waste of publishing money, money which might have been much better allocated.

And the egregious error of this edition has compounded itself, for year after year, the good folks in Concord 
who purport to be today’s representatives of Thoreau had been putting this crapulent edition out onto their 
shelves for sale to new generations of unsuspecting customers, at outrageous purchase prices — have, indeed, 
been recommending it to their unsuspecting newbie tourist customers!
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In an appendix to this “variorum WALDEN” volume, Walter Roy Harding offers a series of the more stupid and 
pointless and simplistic analyses of Thoreau’s parable of the hound, the bay horse, and the turtledove.

In this regard it is informative to consider two points:

• Each and every one of the numerous stupid and pointless and simplistic analyses of the hound/
horse/turtledove paragraph included by Harding has the unfortunate effect of pre-emptively 
excluding and delegitimating each and every other one of those analyses, as if the function of such 
literary detective-work were to capture a criminal rather than to reap from the reading of the text a 

WALDEN: In any weather, at any hour of the day or night,
I have been anxious to improve the nick of time, and notch it on
my stick too; to stand on the meeting of two eternities, the past
and future, which is precisely the present moment; to toe that
line. You will pardon some obscurities, for there are more secrets
in my trade than in most men’s, and yet not voluntarily kept, but
inseparable from its very nature. I would gladly tell all that I
know about it, and never paint “No Admittance” on my gate.
I long ago lost a hound, a bay horse, and a turtle-dove, and am
still on their trail. Many are the travellers I have spoken
concerning them, describing their tracks and what calls they
answered to. I have met one or two who had heard the hound, and
the tramp of the horse, and even seen the dove disappear behind
a cloud, and they seemed as anxious to recover them as if they
had lost them themselves.
To anticipate, not the sunrise and the dawn merely, but, if
possible, Nature herself! How many mornings, summer and winter,
before yet any neighbor was stirring about his business, have I
been about mine! No doubt many of my townsmen have met me
returning from this enterprise, farmers starting for Boston
in the twilight, or woodchoppers going to their work. It is true,
I never assisted the sun materially in his rising, but, doubt not,
it was of the last importance only to be present at it.
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spiritual benefit.

• It is clear that the function of Thoreau’s paragraph in the flow of his chapter, the function of his 
chapter in the agenda of his book, and the function of his book in our silly lives, have been entirely 
left out of consideration by these various commentators and annotators during more than a century 
and a half of speculative readings of this mysterious paragraph, in such manner as to suggest that 
for them, text and context have been situated in two entirely separated universes.

Harding was, of course, not a disinterested source — it was not per his agenda, for Thoreau’s passage about 
the lost hound, the lost bay horse, and the lost turtle-dove to receive any appropriately meaningful and 
important interpretation. For example, in 1958 he had predicted:

[It] will probably never be solved to everyone’s
satisfaction.

— Walter Roy Harding and Carl Bode (eds.)
THE CORRESPONDENCE OF HENRY
DAVID THOREAU. NY, 1958, page 749
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Living 
Theatre.

The US Department of Defense admitted for the first time that Desert Storm soldiers had been exposed to 
chemical agents.

1996

GAS WARFARE
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Bob Moses.

“Power Geyser” was created, as a secret counterterrorism program using Special Operation commandos inside 
the US. (Such “extra-legal missions” call into question the functioning of the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878, 
which had stipulated that the military could not be used to police US citizens.)

In the Year of Our Lord 1989, the United Nations had enacted an Optional Protocol to its International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This had contained a provision banning the execution of any person 
under 18 years of age. In this Year of Our Lord 1997, therefore, China abolished the execution of children. 
(In the Year of Our Lord 2000, Pakistan would abolish the execution of children. The United States of America 
remains, as of the Year of Our Lord 2007, one of the five nations on the face of this earth that still allow the 
execution of children — we have taken our stand with Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
the Axis-of-Evil nation Islamic Republic of Iran, and of course our staunch ally Saudi Arabia.)

1997
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LEADINGS ALONG THE WAY: STORIES FROM THE LIFE OF CALHOUN D. GEIGER (120 pages, Hillsborough NC, 
self-published).

In the Durham monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends:

1998

Clerks of Meeting
1943-1947 Edward K. Kraybill

1947-1948 William Van Hoy, Jr.

1949-1949 John de J. Pemberton, Jr.

1950-1951 Harry R. Stevens

1951-1952 John A. Barlow

1952-1957 Susan Gower Smith

1957-1960 Frances C. Jeffers

1960-1961 Cyrus M. Johnson

1961-1965 Peter H. Klopfer

1965-1967 Rebecca W. Fillmore

1967-1968 David Tillerson Smith

1968-1970 Ernest Albert Hartley

1970-1971 John Hunter

1971-1972 John Gamble

1972-1974 Lyle B. Snider (2 terms)

1974-1975 Helen Gardella

1976-1978 Cheryl F. Junk

1978-1980 Alice S. Keighton

WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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Kenneth L. Carroll’s TOUCHED BY GOD IN QUAKER MEETING (Pendle Hill Pamphlet #338. Wallingford, 
Pennsylvania: Pendle Hill Publications <http://www.pendlehill.org/bookstore/catalog/>; 
the author describes his 1st encounter with the Durham, North Carolina Friends meeting, while he was an 
undergraduate student of religion and history in 1953 at Duke University).

It has been said that a good meeting for worship comforts the
afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. It may do even more than
these two things as, in the living silence or through the vocal
ministry, we experience a sense of direction or redirection,
feel our consciences awakened or made more sensitive, or find
within us a yearning for the triumph of God’s will in our own
lives and in the world around us.... In the autumn of 1946 I
attended my first Quaker meeting for worship, finally

1980-1982 John B. Hunter

1982-1984 Edward M. Arnett

1984-1986 Calhoun D. Geiger

1986-1988 John P. Stratton

1988-1990 J. Robert Passmore

1990-1992 Karen Cole Stewart

1992-1995 Kathleen Davidson March

1995-1998 Nikki Vangsnes

1998-2000 Co-clerks J. Robert Passmore
& Karen Cole Stewart

2000-2002 Amy Brannock

2002-2002 Jamie Hysjulien (Acting)

2002-2005 William Thomas O’Connor

2005-2007 Terry Graedon

2007-2009 Anne Akwari

2009-2012 Joe Graedon

2012-2013 Marguerite Dingman

2013- Co-clerks Cathy Bridge & 
David Bridge
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discovering some Friends present (after two unsuccessful
efforts). At that time the Durham, N.C., Meeting was held only
on the second and fourth Sundays, and not being aware of that
fact I had come on the preceding fifth and first Sundays — hoping
to find a religious approach and type of worship which might
prove meaningful and alive to me. This was at the end of a
spiritual pilgrimage which had, at first, taken me away from the
church in which I was raised and then led me to a rejection of
organized or institutionalized religion as such. I became
convinced that religion is purely personal, with there being no
need for a religious community. Ultimately I came to see that I
was wrong, that for me there is a real need for a religious
community — for the help, guidance, fellowship, encouragement,
etc., that are so vital for a satisfying religious life. This
discovery led me to sample a variety of religious approaches:
Protestantism in many delicious flavors, Roman Catholicism, and
even Reform Judaism. None of those spoke to my condition, so
that there still remained the Quakers for me to visit. I knew
about the Quaker peace testimony, which I found appealing, but
had no real understanding of their worship — waiting in
expectant silence until God spoke to them before speaking to
each other. Also, at this time when much of the world was marked
with despair and almost overwhelmed by a sense of hopelessness
and helplessness (given the great destruction and collapse
brought on by World War II), I too was wrestling with the
questions “What can a person do in a world that needs so much
help, so much healing, so much rebuilding?”
The meeting for worship was rather small, about twenty or
twenty-five people sitting in a circle in the middle of the
Social Room at the Duke Divinity School building. Without a
signal, and almost without notice, those present slipped from
their initial joy in seeing each other into a silence that soon
became a living silence. Although totally unused to such an
approach to worship I found myself increasingly a part of what
was happening. Well along in the hour the silence was broken for
the first (and only) time when an elderly, white-haired man with
a gentle South Carolina accent uttered a brief message that came
from his heart, and that spoke to most if not all of us, for it
rang of experience, reality, and sincerity. This professor of
medicine at the Duke Medical School told us how he, too, had
been troubled by the question of what he as an individual could
do to help in this world and age that cried out in so many ways
for attention and action. He, too, had felt overwhelmed by the
enormity of the needs, experiencing almost a spiritual
“paralysis.” Yet, in the preceding week, he had received a great
deal of help and encouragement as he had read a biography of
Elizabeth Fry who had accepted the situation of women in English
prisons as a challenge and then gave her life to meeting the
need she had found. As he had read this and then meditated on
her work it had become increasingly clear to David Smith that
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he was not called to take on all the world’s problems. He now
knew that he was called to meet those individual needs that
called out to him for action.

This simple message, arising out of a living silence, stemming
from what he had himself experienced, and delivered in a quiet
way, spoke to my condition and my needs. I now knew that the
Quaker meeting for worship, based upon silent waiting and
entered into in holy expectancy, was what I had been seeking all
those months of going from one church to another. Truly in this,
my first, meeting for worship God had reached out to touch me.

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to Movement Musicians: Odetta, 
Charlie King, People’s Voice Cafe, and Pete Seeger.

PNAC, the neocon “Project for the New American Century,” sent a memo to President William Jefferson 
Clinton and Republican leaders in Congress urging “the removal of Saddam Hussein’s regime from power.” 
Donald Rumsfeld, Paul Wolfowitz, Richard Perle, John Bolton, William Kristol, Zalmay Khalilzad, Richard 
Armitage, and eleven others signed this piece of paper. President Clinton would contemplate such action 
against Iraq, but then Republican Senator Arlen Specter would remind him of his need to abide by the US 
Constitution: “Bomber and missile strikes constitute acts of war,” he wrote the president, “Only Congress has 
the constitutional prerogative to authorize war.”

August 27, Thursday: David Dellinger, like Friend John R. Kellam a World War II conscientious objector, at this point 
aged 83, was arrested while demonstrating at a nuclear reactor.

The plunging Russian economy causef a massive selloff of stocks worldwide.

Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-Owhali was arraigned in federal court in New York for taking part in the Nairobi 
embassy bombing.
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The Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League was a celebratory retirement dinner for David McReynolds, and 
he was presented with the League Peace Award.

Gara, Larry and Lenna Mae Gara. A FEW SMALL CANDLES: WAR RESISTERS OF WORLD WAR II TELL THEIR 
STORIES. Kent OH: The Kent State UP, Atlasbooks, 1999
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WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE
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May 20, Thursday: The Japanese translation of Iris Chang’s historically accurate treatise on the events which had 
transpired at the city of Nanking, China shortly after its occupation by Japanese forces during World War II, 
THE RAPE OF NANKING, which had been published in English in 1997, a translation being prepared by Basic 
Books, had to be canceled — because of the extreme nature of threats the corporation was receiving from 
various groups in Japan.

Massimo D’Antona, an assistant to Italian Labor Minister Antonio Bassolino, was shot and killed in Rome. 
Three different groups claimed responsibility.

A student opened fire at a high school in Conyers, Georgia, injuring six. He then surrendered to school 
authorities.

The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that homosexuals may sue for spousal support.
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to the 
Committee for the Rescue and Development of Vieques.

The scorecard came in for the fourth quarter of the 20th Century, and well, it wasn’t pretty:

We should have been able to do better. Don’t we ever learn anything?

(Maybe all this happened while we somehow weren’t paying attention.)

In the Year of Our Lord 1989, the United Nations had enacted an Optional Protocol to its International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This had contained a provision banning the execution of any person 
under 18 years of age. In the Year of Our Lord 1997, therefore, China had abolished the execution of children. 
In this Year of Our Lord 2000, Pakistan also abolished the execution of children. (The United States of 
America remains, as of the Year of Our Lord 2007, one of the five nations on the face of this earth that still 
allow the execution of children — we have taken our stand with Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the Axis-of-Evil nation Islamic Republic of Iran, and of course our ally Saudi Arabia.)

2000
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October 30, Monday: The defense appropriations bill that went into effect on this day confirmed that Admiral Husband 
E. Kimmel and Lieutenant General Walter Short had been the fall guys, and had been wrongfully demoted and 
deprived of their commands after the Pearl Harbor “surprise” attack for allegedly having failed in their 
responsibility to protect our boys, because Washington DC had in fact deliberately withheld from them crucial 
military intelligence as to the coming attack. –In fact, it seems, the initials of the person we should have 
demoted and deprived of his command, for failing in his responsibility to protect our boys, were “F.D.R.”

When the director of this popular movie was contacted about the nature of this federal legislative 
and executive finding of October 30, 2000, his response was succinct and typically Hollywood: 
“That’s so much shit,” meaning by that, presumably, “That won’t sell as many tickets.” 
(In Hollywood today they know very well that with their modern techniques of animation, 

It was our President
who was the Traitor
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they can create whatever reality fits their audience’s convenience.)

Faith
Ants, or wise bees, or a gang of wolves,
Work together by instinct, but man needs lies,
Man his admired and more complex mind
Needs lies to bind the body of his people together,
Make peace in the state and maintain power.
These lies are called a faith and their formulation
We call a creed, and the faithful flourish,
They conquer nature and their enemies, they win security.
Then proud and secure they will go awhoring
With that impractical luxury the love of truth,
That tries all things: alas the poor lies,
The faith like a morning mist burnt by the sun:
Thus the great wave of a civilization
Loses its forming soul, falls apart and founders.
Yet I believe that truth is more beautiful
Than all the lies, and God than all the false Gods.
Then we must leave it to the humble and the ignorant
To invent the frame of faith that will form the future.
It was not for the Romans to produce Christ.
It was not for Lucretius to prophesy him, nor Pilate
To follow him.... Or could we change at last and choose truth?

— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to Kate Donnelly and Clay Colt.

March: In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Caroline Besse Webster interviewed Friend John R. Kellam as a World 
War II conscientious objector (CO)79 and adherent of the Quaker Peace Testimony:

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: John, it’s a pleasure to be here
and thank you very much for allowing me to interview you
regarding your experience as a World War II conscientious
objector. We might begin with your description of what you knew

2001

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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about the history of conscientious objection to war prior to the
Second World War.

Friend John R. Kellam: Way back in childhood, my mother had
mentioned the American Friends Service Committee which was doing
relief work following World War I. And on that basis, regardless
of the politics involved on either side of the recent war, she
knew something of the Quakers and of the Church of the Brethren
and she knew that they were two of the few historic peace
churches in this country. And she showed considerable respect
for that. I think I had heard that quite a few of their young
men, as members, refused to do military duty, even in war time.
They took various kinds of consequences for it. So that was a
general background of knowledge. I also knew that the founder
of the American Civil Liberties Union, ACLU, in 1920, Roger
Baldwin, had been a conscientious objector in World War I, along
with a few others, maybe a thousand or two at most, and had
gotten into prison. I don’t believe there was alternative
service arranged the way it was for World War II. At least my
memory for hearing about it doesn’t go back that far. So I knew
what most young Americans knew about alternatives to simply
going into military service and taking whatever orders come in
a war.

I had thoughtlessly gone into ROTC at the University of
Minnesota, which, because they had contracted with the United
States way back, maybe a hundred years before, was a land grant
college. The United States government gave them a few thousand
acres of land for a university, on condition that they let their
male youth be trained for military service in case of war. It was
Minnesota Territory on that side of the Mississippi River then,
even before Minnesota was organized as a state. So they were a
land grant college, and, being physically fit, I could not
escape getting into the basic course of ROTC. That was two years.
It was like an additional college course, except that there was
a uniform involved, drilling on a drill field, learning how to
handle weapons in the armory, and so on. And while I was in that
basic course while taking a college course in architecture, a
five year course, by the way, I learned that the advance corps
of ROTC did a lot of mathematically analytical work in coast
artillery gunnery. Rather heedlessly and thoughtlessly I got

79. John Kellam has been acknowledged as a conscientious objector in two books about other matters principally:
First, UPHILL FOR PEACE by E. Raymond Wilson, in which he wrote of John’s service on the original staff of the Friends’ Committee 
on National Legislation, FCNL, during its first year (1943-1944).
Second, SINCE YOU WENT AWAY: WORLD WAR II LETTERS FROM AMERICAN WOMEN ON THE HOME FRONT by Judy Barrett Litoff 
and David C. Smith.
John writes, “Judy was an active Providence Friend when they published the letters in 1991. Almost all of those letters were between 
military men of various ranks and their wives or fiancees, or other sweethearts left at home. She presented a balancing story of 
Carol’s correspondence with me during the first few months of 1945 when I was at Milan, Michigan. I was glad that Carol’s loyal 
helpfulness to me and her own sense of commitment for peace and against all warfare, got so well acknowledged by Litoff and 
Smith.”
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interested. I wondered how they dropped a projectile in a
certain particular spot way out on the ocean from a coast
artillery shore emplacement and it intrigued me in a technical
sense. And I wasn’t really thinking what kinds of destruction
of people and property could be happening when the projectile
blew up at the other end of the trajectory.

I entered the university when I was sixteen. Even though I may
have been a little more of a thinking person than most people
get to be by the age of sixteen, I was still very thoughtless,
enough so that I went into ROTC with just plain curiosity as my
attraction.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well I can see the connection
between wondering how to make a projectile and how to make a
skyscraper! [John became a city planner, by profession.]

Friend John R. Kellam: I was a little bit like Werner Von Braun.
According to a musical comedian, Tom Lehrer, he put them up but
who knows where they come down. “It’s not my department,” said
Werner Von Braun. Ha-Ha-Ha! Anyway, I look back at those as my
early days of indiscretion. And I came out of that, two years
of advance corps, with a second lieutenant’s commission from the
Army. Even at the age of twenty I accepted that. I wasn’t yet
older than childhood, because young men weren’t adults until
their twenty-first birthday in this country. But I don’t think
that’s much of an excuse. 

Anyway, there was a raggle-taggle bunch of anti-war people on
campus, and occasionally as we were marching to or from a parade
ground through a neighborhood for maybe half a mile we would see
some of these people holding signs that looked like labor
organization picket signs. They were picketing ROTC and they
wanted the university to get rid of ROTC. But of course the state
was obligated to the United States to continue it.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: What year was this?

Friend John R. Kellam: I was at the university from 1933, in
October, to 1938 in June. I guess it was September, and I was
still sixteen for a month after I entered the university. But
anyway, there was just a little glimmering of consciousness
about the fact that war and militarism could possibly be
refused, or at least protested openly.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It came to you, personally.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, but not very forcefully. I pretty
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much ignored it.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, yes. It’s pretty terrible.
It goes against everything our family stands for, all our
standards! 

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. One of the talking points our ROTC
instructors used was that we had won World War I, we had downed
the Kaiser, and militarism was going to be under check. And the
assumption was that the League of Nations would be able to do
its business. Besides that, there was the insurance that this
country was giving ourselves that by continuing readiness for
national emergency, we would probably inhibit any other
countries from becoming overt enemies of ours and making attacks
on us that would need to be repelled. So ROTC was part of a big
insurance system to prevent our getting into any more wars,
particularly world wars. Well, that sounded good to me. I could
enjoy whatever the contents were of ROTC courses, feeling this
kind of assurance that we were helping to prevent war in the
world. That seemed like a good thing to do. I had seen several
dramatic war movies depicting the bloody struggle that was
intended to end all war. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, I remember sometime in the
middle of the second world war, I was about ten years old, I
asked my mother — I was shocked when she told me that there had
been a world war before this one and I said “How could such a
terrible thing happen a second time?” And she said, “Well, we
didn’t think it ever would again.” But, anyway, this is your
interview! 

Friend John R. Kellam: Apparently you followed me by about
fifteen years.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I was born in 1935.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh yes, well mine was 1916, so that’s
nineteen years. I was in graduate school as a city planner at
MIT in 1939 to 1941. In the summer of 1940 I was at Southbridge,
Massachusetts making a map of existing land uses and preparing
a zoning ordinance and map for the town under the supervision
of the Dean of City Planning at M.I.T. who had private contracts
during the summers when classes weren’t in session. During that
summer of 1940 World War II exploded forth. Germany overran
part, or most, of Poland and came through the low countries into
France. The Vichy government was being set up in France, a puppet
government under Hitler, Mussolini was strutting around with
macho militarism in Italy as the second part of the tri-partite
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group and Tojo was doing similarly in Japan as the third leg of
that wobbly stool. Ha-ha! Anyway, I was horrified. Another World
War blossoming out so rapidly. I had no idea of how the mistaken
settlements after World War I had set the stage for a resumption
of world war. That wasn’t in the propaganda I got from our
country’s leadership. The League of Nations was supposed to be
able to prevent that, we thought, and we hoped that the United
Nations, or by whatever name it would be called, later on, after
World War II, being somewhat better organized, would not have
any fatal blunders in its set up to let more wars happen, here
and there all over the world, even nuclear wars possibly. Well,
that insurance concept flew right out of my mind. I was very
frustrated and I thought that the whole public of America had
been taken in by propagandists with false hopes engendered in
almost all of us. Either they didn’t know what they were talking
about or they didn’t know how to organize it. Or, there wasn’t
the will and the war profiteers had worked their way into future
profits they were poised for. And I felt that the whole public,
not only of America, but of Central Europe, England, and many
parts of the world were exploited for the sake of a few people
who were getting extremely rich from being well poised to take
advantage of wars. That was secondary to the idea that war itself
is absolutely immoral. The way it causes suffering wholesale,
whatever the weaponry, it was getting worse through the
generations. It was wrong. And it forced everybody in by
conscription and that also was wrong. Conscription was passed,
I think, during that summer of 1940. 

There was an isolationist group led by Charles Lindbergh and
that was quite a strong controversy on the merits until he made
his extremely blundering speech in which he revealed his basic
anti-Semitism blaming American Jews for being one of three
groups who were likely to get us into this war, to not allow us
to be isolated from Europe for its duration. So, I was in the
America First organization for a while, just simply as a loyal
member corresponding and vibrating in my own way about things.
But I was feeling more and more lonely because I didn’t know
much of other people anywhere who agreed with me. I didn’t know
that there was a Friends Meeting in Cambridge, a Quaker meeting.
That was right up the road from MIT, near Harvard Square. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: America First, was that something
that Lindbergh supported, patriots? I’m not sure what that was. 

Friend John R. Kellam: He initiated it with a few close friends.
They supported the idea of the war short of getting into it,
without shooting. They were isolationists in the military sense.
At the same time being friendly with Britain, because for all
we knew, Hitler’s legions might invade and conquer Britain and
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that would be an awful disaster that would take maybe hundreds
of years to undo. The Third Reich was very confidently pointing
to a thousand years of domination in world affairs from Europe.
The Third Reich was to last at least that long. Pretty scary.
Well, the more I thought about that, this seemed like a party
that they were inviting all of us into and the more of us who
said No, we wouldn’t go, the less vicious, by little increments,
the war would be. And the more people who said No, the fewer
other people would get killed. I also worried a little about the
fact that in my ROTC training at summer camp I had qualified as
an expert with the pistol and as a marksman with a rifle having
extremely high grades, good hand and eye coordination and very
keen sight. So that I could put a bullet just about any place I
wanted to, if I wanted to. I was aghast at the idea that I might
be propagandized into wanting to. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That’s a wonderful statement.
That sounds like it crystallized in your mind, like a decision
you made.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and a large part of that decision
was made in the Southbridge Public Library where I was doing
reading of newspapers, and of war history and whatever else I
could find that would help me develop my own thinking about that.
I was twenty-four then. Twenty-six had been the upper age limit
to be called up in a draft. At least unless things got too
desperate. And if America lost too much of its young population
of males they might get to the point where they could be
drafting, thirty, thirty-five and even forty year olds. There
was no limit, apparently, to how ugly the war could get. Russia
in World War I and also during this war was losing mightily and
it was really cutting into their future population. Thinking
about all their families and the suffering of survivors, all the
misery of the injuries and the dying experience, it was just too
horrible to join. I didn’t know how much worse I would make it
become with my expert marksmanship. One distinguished veteran
who died here this summer killed more than one hundred “enemy”
people with bullets and grenades and lived with regrets and bad
memories into old age. His obituary was a good reminder about
why I had to avoid doing anything like he had to do.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: You were quite a reader and you
informed yourself in libraries and so forth. Were you alone in
this thing or were you talking with anyone?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, I knew that there must be thousands
of others but I didn’t know any of them. So, in that sense I was
lonely even while knowing that I wasn’t by any means unique.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So, now you were twenty-four
years old. What year would that be?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, that would be the summer of 1940
when I was almost twenty-four and felt that I was having moral
discoveries, not merely determinations on moral grounds, but
with logical, political, social inputs from all of my reading.
It all seemed to feed my own attitude.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, your heart. It rang true.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, I felt quite integrated. My mind was
following my heart. It helped me form the justifications I would
need to express. My residence was then in Cambridge at MIT’s
Graduate House, an old hotel building overlooking the Charles
River basin where Massachusetts Avenue crosses the river. In the
summer I was in a boarding house in Southbridge, Massachusetts
while doing summer work for Professor Adams of MIT in city
planning. For my second year, the year after that summer, I had
brought my mother East with me because she had been living with
my brother and he was married in the summer. So after that she
came East and I moved to Bexley Hall next door to the Harvard
Coop, MIT branch, facing the School of Architecture across
Massachusetts Avenue. We had a nice little studio apartment and
it worked out fine. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Oh, my, I’ve never heard of
anyone doing that in recent time, taking your Mom to college!
That’s wonderful. People did those kinds of things in those
days. 

Friend John R. Kellam: [Perusing Caroline’s list of questions]
I hadn’t really had any real counseling on the subject of
conscientious objection to war. As soon as I could I got a whole
collection of pamphlets from the Government Printing Office,
detailing all the workings of the Selective Service System that
had been published, and they were available for purchase from
the Government Printing Office by anybody who wanted them. So I
saw what was in there about conscientious objectors and how they
were supposed to be treated. I didn’t really suspect that the
actualities were very different from these rules. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So this information was within
the Selective Service.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, as soon as the Selective Service got
set up a set of books came out. Each of them was, oh, maybe an
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eighth of an inch thick, eight or nine volumes, telling just
what all the local board procedures were, how they were to be
set up, how they were to have registrants fill out personal
histories on some forms. And, sandwiched in in various places
were what they should do about men claiming to be conscientious
objectors. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Sandwiched in?

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, that was a minor part of the whole
set-up. But, they were to consider every other possible
classification, except 4-E, which is a CO’s classification. 1-
A was available for military service and there were all kinds
of temporary deferments for certain family situations or in case
of a family with several sons that had all but one son in the
service, that one was to be deferred, and so forth, and I read
all these details of procedure, and they were supposed to see
if they could put a claimant CO into some other classification
instead. If they couldn’t fit him in anywhere else, then they
might have to consider giving him 4-E. 4-F was for physical or
mental defectives. 4-E was a person who was fit but they didn’t
put it that way. They thought he was so morally deficient that
he wouldn’t understand that his duty to his country was to offer
himself to be killed. Or to do the killing. Ha-ha-ha!

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: E for expendable.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes, and so was anybody else. We
really find out how much freedom there is in our citizenship by
what happens to us in wartime. How much control the government
can assume over what we do and how we will respond to situations,
how we will fail or accept to obey military orders. It isn’t
ourselves obligating ourselves in patriotism. It’s the
government telling us how we are obligated. My government
presumes to define for me who or what I am. Our conscience
belongs to the government. If we flinch about how many people
we are getting to kill, if we don’t like doing it, and have
qualms of conscience about it, the government tells us well, let
us worry about it and you do your job. You do what we tell you
to do. You don’t have a choice and so therefore your conscience
should not hurt you. Ha-ha-ha!

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: A Catch-22!

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes! That’s what American freedom
amounts to in wartime.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: If anybody is free in wartime.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes. Everybody is conscripted in one
way or another. People tilling freedom gardens, victory gardens,
people patrolling their neighborhoods to make sure that the
black blinds are down and no light is escaping into the streets
from inside their houses, the people being organized to save all
their bacon grease and all the fats from the kitchen, bring their
cans full of fat into the grocery store to be recycled.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I remember that.

Friend John R. Kellam: It’s amazing how much the whole American
community is organized for war. Everything’s changed for the war
effort. Everybody has to contribute to the war effort. Buy
liberty bonds, well, liberty bonds were World War I. War bonds
were WWII.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, I had a war bond when I was
just a little girl. My parents paid $18.75 for it and ten years
later I got $25.00.

Friend John R. Kellam: That was a reasonable rate of inflation.
I would rather throw money away than buy one of those. But on
the other hand, the huge inflation that follows any big war
deflates the value of every dollar so that the huge war debt
gets repudiated.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So we’re all duped. 

Friend John R. Kellam: We’re all duped, in every way more
importantly than the financial. Oh, yes. Our treasury is in a
subtle way confiscated by degrees — gradual confiscation. People
supplying all the materials, as businesses do in a war, were
able to make so much money hand over fist that the inflation
doesn’t begin to compensate for that profiteering. So those who
are already rich get richer in real dollars while ordinary
people get cheated out of theirs. It’s part of the system. I
think it’s the real economic engine that promotes warfare and
lets us send most of our male youth into slaughter every time
when war can be contrived by the military/industrial complex. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It really must be studied.

Friend John R. Kellam: Think of how many of our recent and future
enemies we have sold war material to in huge quantities.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, one of the hardest things
to do is to clean up your own portfolio. Most peoples’
investments are, in one way or another, connected to war.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, it’s very hard to have any wealth
at all, any deferred spending, saved up without it getting into
hurtful areas of misuse. I do as clean investing as I can while
still realizing that any investing I do is still tainted very
heavily with things I could be guilty about. I have one utility
stock from my hometown and it’s a good electric power utility,
very well managed, very low rates compared with most of the
country and yet it turns out a very good total return and about
half of it comes in dividends.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: From the hometown of your
boyhood, you mean?

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, from Duluth, Minnesota. Minnesota
Power and Light supplies electricity to all of northern
Minnesota and part of Wisconsin, near Superior. They even have
a mine mouth generating plant in the center of North Dakota,
about four hundred thirty five miles west of Duluth. They built
America’s first high voltage direct current line to take energy
from that mine mouth plant all the way into Duluth because direct
current doesn’t lose itself in the sky. The wires don’t heat up
and lose energy into the sky the way alternating current does
in long transmission lines. Alternating is the way to go locally
at low voltages, up to 300. For voltages up into three and four
hundred thousands, towers are very tall and they reach about 700
feet in a span. The wire cables droop down within about thirty-
five feet of the ground. They might make a farmer’s hair stand
on end sometimes.

So, I was saying that I didn’t have any counseling. I did talk
to some people. I talked a lot of the time trying to convince
people that my attitude was better than theirs was. But the
prevailing jingoism, patriotism had most people inhibited about
considering any other viewpoint as being valid.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: You have to dig deep, the way you
did.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. My boss in Boston city planning was
Frank Malley. He was director of the planning organization there
and I worked in that office for a while. One noon he and I were
discussing my viewpoint and the usual one. 
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“Well,” he said, “John, you’ve done a lot of thinking, a lot of
it’s very logical and you’re trying to live a moral life, but
just remember this: don’t ever underestimate the power of
propaganda.” He said, “Most people feel they owe agreement to
the prevailing sentiments all over the country and as the war
gets tougher the non-conformist viewpoints become more
vulnerable to the pressure of the propaganda. War hysteria gets
to be so much that you may find yourself deeply penalized.” 

“Yes,” I said, “I think that’s another aspect, that’s the evil
in all warfare and it’s making victims of different sorts of the
whole population.”

There are a thousand different ways people can become victims
of war. So if I’m one kind of a victim that’s sort of unusual,
everybody else is some other kind of victim and some of them
don’t even realize it. And some families are told and told and
told that they should take great pride in their sons or their
uncles being killed in a war. The Gold Star Mothers are supposed
to be proud of what their sons sacrificed. The truth is that
they were sacrificed! 

I think it was the winter of forty or forty one when I came to
the idea that I couldn’t any longer carry that military
commission. It was out of character with everything I believed
in. I thought I was going to be an increasing embarrassment to
myself to have it. So I sent in my resignation to the War
Department in Washington, to the highest ranking reserve officer
corps person that I knew about. Nothing happened, so I went down
to Washington a few months later. I went to the munitions
building on Constitution Avenue —this was before the Pentagon
was built— and I went from office to office trying to find out
where my letter would be waiting for action. And as I suspected
it was still down near the bottom of somebody’s piled high inbox.
As long as I carried a commission, I was not subject to the
draft, because I could be called to active duty at any moment.
So I found where it was and I talked to the officer who was
holding it up. I asked him to consider how valuable I was from
his point of view. Was I, in any sense, an asset to the Reserve
Officer Corps or the Army? I had a viewpoint so strong that I
could not kill anybody in a war, or ruin anybody’s property in
a war or in peace time either, for that matter, and I would have
to say No!

I said, “Is there any advantage to the Army of your not getting
this resignation letter considered and accepted and my
commission as a Second Lieutenant cancelled? How much am I
useful to you? I’m in this attitude and I’m pretty certain it’s
a lifetime one. I’m not going to be coerced come what may.” 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

“Well,” he said, “you are no doubt of no use to us at all!” He
had picked my letter (it was dated April 4, 1941) out of his box
before that and had scanned it while we were talking. He said,
“I think I can get this acted on within a week or ten days and
you’ll hear from us.”

I said, “Thank you very much, Sir!” And I turned and walked out,
but I didn’t salute him! Ha-ha-ha-ha! 

Not long after that I was back in Cambridge. This was during my
second year in graduate school. I received the letter accepting
my resignation of the army commission and the letter reminded
me that now I would have to register with Selective Service. So
I went over to the Selective Service office in Cambridge and
asked what Conscientious Objectors do to get properly certified
in the correct classification. Well, he said, fill out this
special form 47. So I filled that out and turned it in. As I was
leaving the building, just going around the corner of that
little brick building, I saw two cars come together one block
away right in front of me. So I trotted down there. Somebody ran
through the stop sign and hit the side of another car. They were
both still in the middle of the intersection. By and by while
waiting for the police to come, traffic began to pile up. The
car wouldn’t operate, the one that had been hit on its side. So
a group of us pushed the car over to the nearby curb and then
its brake having been disarranged, the man tried to pull his
emergency brake on and it didn’t work and the car went with one
wheel over the curb, just a couple of feet and stopped. We let
it rest there and a rear wheel was right against the curb so it
wasn’t going to go anywhere. Pretty soon the police came and I
watched them and one of the police officers knew the fellow who
had run the stop sign, the one who was at fault. They greeted
each other in a friendly fashion and then pretty soon I saw
someone who had also been in the neighborhood who said he had
also seen this accident happen, but when he started to tell the
police officer, the officer cut him off saying, Ah, that’s just
your opinion! And I thought, Oh-oh! There’s bias working here.
The wrong man’s going to lose his license maybe. So I kept
observing everything and then this car was taken off to a garage
that was only about a block away around the corner to get fixed.
So I followed it over there and I talked to this driver, a Mr.
Linehan.

I said, “I saw what happened back there and it looks like you’re
in for getting an undeserved penalty because the other driver
and one of the police officers are buddy-buddy.”

I said I wished that I could take some photographs of that
intersection to show what had happened, while evidence was still
there, now that the crowd has gone away. He said, “Well, I’ve
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got a camera here.” And he showed me his camera and it was just
a duplicate of my own camera, a Jiffy Kodak. So I went back to
that corner which was beside a three story tenement house and I
got on its roof and took photographs showing very clearly the
skid marks and identifying buildings. So I went home and wrote
the whole thing up and when the case came up in court, I was a
witness. Since I had been studying traffic, and traffic lighting
and stop sign systems and so on, it’s part of my city planning,
I did a real technical job of this. So when we got into court
and I was testifying and the man who was friendly with the
crooked cop was trying to get the wrong side to win, I was giving
him real trouble because of what I said. So he tried to discredit
me in every way possible.

He said, “How did you happen to be where you were when this
accident occurred?” “Well,” I said, “I’d been just inside the
draft board and had come around that corner...” And he said,
“What were you in the draft board for?” “Oh, I went in to fill
out a form.” “What form?” I said, “Oh, this is as far as I will
go because everything that happens between a registrant and the
draft board is confidential by law. I don’t have to tell you
anything more than I have, but the draft board people can confirm
that I was there if you need that.”

Well, the judge declared a lunch recess, a little early I
thought, and when he came back and reconvened the court, along
towards one o’clock, he made an announcement saying, “I’m
prepared to qualify Mr. Kellam as an expert witness in this case
and I should warn everybody that I believe everything he says.”
It turned out he was the chairman of that draft board. He had
made his own inquiries of the office. Ha-ha-ha-ha! And he
understood perfectly that I was a credible witness and that I
realized my right to have my information kept in confidence by
that board. So this all came out correctly. Mr. Linehan
qualified for no penalty and his insurance company was not the
one to pay for the damage. The fellow who caused the accident
took his own consequences for running through the stop sign. I
would have done a lot better with that draft board if I hadn’t
moved away from Cambridge to a job down in Washington for three
years and then moved to Toledo to a new job in planning. 

The Toledo draft board was very much otherwise inclined. They
didn’t want any CO to be on their record. So they reclassified
me to 1A. Oh, I had been reclassified about eight different
times, different kinds of classifications, by various boards by
then.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Why was that?
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Friend John R. Kellam: Well, they were trying to see if I could
fit into any other of these classifications to avoid 4E if
possible. And at one point my mother’s physical condition — she
had Parkinson’s Disease and she had had it for several years and
it was causing her gait to shuffle almost to a stop and she was
having a lot of trouble controlling her hands and her head was
wobbling and all that. So, at one induction station there was a
psychiatrist, Dr. Stanley Rioch of Rockville, Maryland, who had
discovered that I was a CO and he asked me if there was any
condition that I knew of, or any circumstance, that might
prevent me from giving dependable service to the United States
Army. I’d passed the physical part of the exam and I said, “Well,
I’m physically O.K. but I’ve got an attitude about war that makes
it absolutely impossible at all to be of any value to any army.
As a matter of fact it’s the cause of my having resigned and
insisted on the acceptance of that resignation of a commission
in the US Army which I got from ROTC in my earlier days in
college. I hadn’t done much thinking and I really didn’t know
myself back then.”

He tried to get me rejected on that account. He had asked me
about allergies and so what it came back to was that I had had
a little prune juice and banana vapor allergy when I was much
younger but it had disappeared, as I told him, but he wanted to
take that very seriously. I asked him why. He said, “That
combined with your attitude of firm conscientious objection
means to me that you should not be taken into the army. They
shouldn’t want you.” 

“Well,” I said, “That sounds pretty good to me!” ha-ha-ha!

My mother was physically dependent upon me. She couldn’t drive
a car. She couldn’t walk without assistance. She was to have a
wheelchair sometime in the future and there was no treatment
effectively in those days. My brother was already by that time
into dental corps in the army. He had been given a first
lieutenant’s commission when he finished dental school at the
university. We graduated together, by the way, even though he
was four years older than I, but he had been two years ahead of
me in school. He had been out for a while. Anyway, there was no
one in the family for our mother to live with except me. So for
a time I had an administrative deferment which wasn’t stated to
be based upon her physical dependency. But I was told that I
would probably not be bothered any more by the draft for the
duration and anyway I was getting over age.

At 26 I had had a lot of arguments with all kinds of draft boards
by that time, transfer boards. My registration in Cambridge had
been given my Duluth, Minnesota address as my permanent address
because I thought possibly I would be going back there after
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finishing my graduate work. That’s where I was before I went
there. Or I might go somewhere else. I didn’t know, but anyway
I thought the Duluth draft board was likely to be made of the
people who knew me best and knew that I’d grown up there. They
knew a number of people I’d given as references including one
particular man who had been the teacher of my Sunday School class
when I was, oh, twelve or fourteen. And of all the people who
influenced me in ethics and logic and had some knowledge of law,
Frank Crassweller was, I think, my strongest influence. He was
an attorney in town in one of the most venerable law firms. He
probably was a fairly old person by now. But Frank Crassweller
was the strongest influence on my ethical thinking and I wish I
had taken his ethical constructs more seriously than I did at
the time because I’d come to feel that he had been very
influential in the way I had put my own attitudes together.

Much later when I was appealing my 1A classification, which had
been given to me erroneously at Silver Spring, Maryland, when I
was living in Silver Spring, they were my transfer board while
I was attending the Florida Avenue Meeting in Washington, I had
tried to convince that draft board chairman that he should stop
being in a position where he was sending young men into the huge
fray to be killing and injuring and getting injured and killed
themselves.

I said, “That’s a huge party that none of these young men should
be in! It would be great if the young men of the whole world
would tell their own governments NO! And I’m doing my little bit
toward that.” 

Well, I appealed the 1A classification and so automatically my
file went to the FBI and they did a big survey of my background.
They even went to Frank Crassweller, my old Sunday School
teacher, and asked him about me. And where did they find him?
In the Duluth draft board office being their chairman! My chum
had been, all through school from fifth grade on, a nephew of
his, Robert Crassweller. But I found my FBI file later on — I
had access to it. I could see who said what about me. I saw a
summary of the whole FBI file, written by a hearing officer,
John H. Skeen of the US Attorney’s office, Maryland district,
in Baltimore. I copied every word of it. I have it upstairs, in
the back end of a file drawer. When I found out that Frank
Crassweller was chairman of that draft board, I wrote to my chum,
Robert Crassweller, who was by then working for the State
Department in Washington.

I wrote, “What in the world has ever gotten into your Uncle
Frank, who was such a wonderful teacher of Christian ethics in
that Sunday School, Presbyterian Church of Duluth, of our
neighborhood? How could he possibly accept the duties of a draft
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board member, let alone be chairman? I just don’t understand how
he could do it! It seems to me that a lot of the things that he
said to us in Sunday School would mean that he would have had
to decline any commission if it were offered for him to do that
kind of a thing.”

Bob’s only reply was, “Well, there are quite a number of things
about Uncle Frank that are beyond understanding.”

Ha-ha-ha! And Bob’s own father was a lawyer, too. 

When the FBI asked Frank Crassweller what he thought of my claim
of being a conscientious objector, filing this form 47, and
trying to justify it, he stated, according to the hearing
officer’s summary, “that registrant is definitely a
conscientious objector and he believes the registrant should be
classified in this grouping. He pointed out that registrant was
registered with Local Board No. 1 in Duluth before moving to
Silver Spring, Maryland, and at that time he and other members
of the Duluth Draft Board considered registrant to be a
conscientious objector. He considers registrant to be
trustworthy, sincere and highly reliable.”

Now that was an interesting thing to read! That FBI report. Ha
ha! He remembered me very well, as he said he did. I made a deep
impression! Ha-ha-ha-ha! So that’s all I ever found out about
his Uncle Frank. I haven’t thought about a lot of these things
for a long time — they’re just sort of tumbling out now! 

There are lots of funny things that happen in the middle of a
world disaster. There are all kinds of plays on words and saying
logical things in a humorously twisting way. During that time
there were quite a few people who would have been greatly
convenienced if they had just forgotten about my existence. If
they had tried to just consider me a non-person, as if I’d never
walked into their presence, they could have saved themselves a
lot of time and effort because they never won their objective
with me, trying to get me into that war, or any future war.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: But they kept trying. 

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, the last draft board that ever
considered me reclassified me correctly in 4-E, as a
conscientious objector — at last! I never met any of them, but
they were the three top officers in the Milan, Michigan, minimum
security prison that I went to first from Toledo, just north of
Detroit, maybe fifty or sixty miles north of Toledo. That was
before I was transferred to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, I did the
rest of the time until I was released. That draft board offered
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me release from prison if I would go into the Civilian Public
Service, the CPS. But I explained why I declined to the person
who came to me about it, after they had decided to make this
offer. I think it was the assistant warden who came to talk to
me about it. He was one of the three on the draft board, along
with the warden and some senior officer. 

I said that I had been a visitor to quite a few Civilian Public
Service camps. I saw some of the young men who were satisfied
to sit out the war doing whatever they were asked to do. I saw
a number of others who were very dissatisfied because the fact
that they were there made it possible for those agencies of
government, the weather service and other agencies, to discharge
some of their regular employees so that the army could draft
them. And if those COs weren’t there to take their place, those
boys might well have stayed in their useful government service
but not in war duty. So it was a source of extreme dismay to
those COs to feel that they had made it possible for somebody
else to be sent out to join the killing. Quite of few of them
left the CPS camps and they went to the camps that were run
directly by the military, government camps, without the peace
churches being in charge. Some of the COs in the other camps run
by Quaker, or Brethren, or Mennonite service committees were
feeling very bitterly critical of the churches for doing the
government’s bidding by having charge of concentration camps for
slave labor by COs. They didn’t even get the tiny army wages
because the attitude of the country wouldn’t have stood for it.
So, it was even worse than military slavery because churches
were in between as the delegated slave masters. Boys from the
peace churches were conscripted. I used to see Mennonites come
through Silver Spring on a bus and they were on the way to draft
board offices to get processed and some of them were simply put
in spurious classifications and sent home to wait it out. In
terms of warfare, the Mennonites were sometimes considered to
be more of a lost cause to the Army than young Quakers. The
military attitude about the Quakers was that because some of
them were willing to go into war, then the rest of them ought
to be also willing. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So you were in more than one
prison. How many prisons were you in?

Friend John R. Kellam: After one night in the Cleveland jail,
and awaiting trial in the horrible Toledo jail, just the two —
Milan, Michigan, from the beginning of 1945 until about May. It
was a minimum security facility. It wasn’t called a
penitentiary.

I was transferred from there to Lewisburg Penitentiary in
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Pennsylvania, maximum security. They didn’t really know how to
handle me at Milan. I wasn’t willing to do war work in their
shop and their jobs were all geared to the war effort and any
inmate was interchangeable at the will of the administration of
the prison from one job to another. Even if I were only a
janitor, or was in the kitchen, I’d be replacing someone who was
in the shops to do war work. They tried to find some kind of
work that I might find acceptable and maybe even interesting —
something that wouldn’t appear to be connected too closely to
the war effort that all prison shops were engaged in. But this
interchangeability of inmates meant that I was in an
organization where everyone possible was supposed to be in war
work and whatever I did, somebody else wouldn’t be needed for
because I was doing it. So it just became quite obvious to me
that I could not accept any kind of occupational duty in that
institution or in any prison, for that matter. If I could do war
work, I might as well do it in the army! I was there because I
wouldn’t! Ha-ha-ha! Well, and they couldn’t get me out of there
to go into Civilian Public Service for the same reason, that I
would feel wrongfully engaged in any CPS camp run by churches,
by government or anybody at all as part of the whole war system.
I didn’t belong in the war system in any capacity whatsoever.
Any job considered essential during that time would be helping
to kill people. So I was labeled as an absolutist. I was sent
to administrative segregation. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Now this is still in Milan. Were
you the only conscientious objector? 

Friend John R. Kellam: Before segregation I met only two or three
other COs there, but there were a dozen or two others in the
general population. There were two others in that segregation
row at the top of that cell block; one, Leroy Shafer, was two
cells to my right, as I would look out through the bars. On my
left was a young Quaker, John Stokes, who came from an old
Philadelphia area family. He was very quiet, in contemplation
of his inclination to join the Roman Catholic Church. I remember
his describing all of the major religions as built essentially
of legends and symbolism, none much more or less productive of
pacifist ideals carried into action. Another, Wally Nelson, was
in the second cell to my left, next to a man to be executed. We
had cinderblock walls between us.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: How did you know about each
other?

Friend John R. Kellam: We talked because the bars were open and
we could hear each other. To my right, between Leroy and me,
there was a German prisoner of war, Gerhard Gutzat, a tank corps
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sergeant from Rommel’s army. He’d been captured by the Americans
or the British as they were chasing the Germans and being chased
by them, alternately back and forth along the north rim of
Africa. Gerhard was a graduate of Hitler’s youth corps before
he got drafted into their army and assigned to duty in the Afrika
Korps.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Did you make a CO out of him?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, I tried, but moderately, as I didn’t
want to upset him. He was not enjoying his incarceration any
more than we were so I let him find out as much as he was pleased
to find out about me. LeRoy Schafer who was on the other side
of him in the next cell at the end, a young Brethren from Durand,
Michigan, did the same. LeRoy was a different kind of a CO in
some ways than I was. We were all different! Ha-ha! But
thoroughly respecting each other and glad that each other had
stayed out of all the killing. 

Well, this tank corps officer was a little bit younger than I
and he’d been through a lot of combat. He’d seen terrible things.
I think he was being perfectly loyal, understanding what he did
and the way he was raised so that he really couldn’t pretend to
understand our viewpoint. But he was personally friendly and he
could speak English just well enough so that we got along fine.
Then one day that awful copy of LIFE Magazine came through. Every
week we had been passing that magazine along with all the
pictures and so on. The old kind of LIFE Magazine full of
pictures. This was the issue that announced to all Americans and
others wherever LIFE Magazine went, abroad, the concentration/
extermination camps discovered in Germany, Austria and Poland
and with pictures of mounds of dead bodies and of fewer survivors
in pitiful condition. This was 1945. It was January 1945, before
I reached Milan, having been tried in Toledo for having refused
induction in Cleveland. The war with Japan went on until August,
1946, after Hiroshima and Nagasaki were demolished by two
nuclear bombs. I was by that time in Lewisburg. I was there until
just after Thanksgiving, 1946. 

So this was in the winter and early spring of ‘45 that I got to
know Gerhard Gutzat, the tank corps officer who was a POW. He’d
been in British war prison and then was transferred over here
and was put into any opening that they had in our prison system.
The COs in prison didn’t help with making space available for
POWs! (Ha-ha-ha!) But anyway, that was interesting. I saw this
LIFE Magazine that came down the row, which first was given to
the condemned prisoner who was on death row. He was three cells
to my left, two other guys in between, including one I never did
get to know very well. Wally Nelson was pretty quiet. The other
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one was one of the angry, uneducated criminal types that had
been in violence. I guess it was because they didn’t know any
better. They weren’t having any of this nonsense from anybody
who was in jail for trying to be good! Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! That
was out of their world too far!

Anyway, when I saw this LIFE Magazine, I kept thinking as I read
about all this horrible concentration camp system, what’s
Gerhard going to think when he sees this? Does he know anything
about this going on? I wonder, I wonder, I wonder. So, before I
gave it to him, I said, “Gerhard, I have the new LIFE Magazine,
which I have seen and I’m ready to pass it to you but I should
warn you first, it’s unlike any previous issue that was ever
printed by LIFE Magazine. You’ve seen a variety of them already,
but this tells a terrible story and I warn you it’s pretty rough
to look at.” “Well,” he said, “from what I’ve seen in the war,
there’s nothing very rough that I could be surprised about.”
“All right, Gerhard,” I said, “but I think you’re going to be
surprised about this.” So I handed it to him. I said, “If you
don’t want to talk to me about this, that’s all right and maybe
you’d prefer that, but if you would like to talk to me at all
about it, I’m willing and it’s been shocking to me. So, we’ll
see what you think.” There was silence for a long time, much
longer than any previous time when he’d been passing a magazine
over to the CO, Leroy, in the far cell. Then he said, “John?”

“Yes, Gerhard?” 

He said, “There is something about this war that I never
realized.” I said, “I’m glad you didn’t know anything about this
before but I’m sorry you have to know about it now.” 

He said, “That isn’t what I meant. Until now, I didn’t think any
military organization in the world was as skillful at concocting
propaganda as it shows the American military organization has
been to get all of this into LIFE Magazine. I don’t know how
they did it, these piles of bodies. They’ve gotta be fake!” 

“Well,” I said, “Gerhard, I’m afraid they are not. I don’t think
it would be possible for any organization ever to become
skillful enough to create this kind of a humbug propaganda. This
can’t be false.”

For one thing, I thought, if this is a false story, LIFE Magazine
is dead! But they want to keep on publishing. It’s a lucrative
publication. They make a lot of money through subscriptions. I
told him, “They’ll probably get a few people cancelling their
subscriptions because it’s too rough and they don’t want their
children to see it, or they don’t believe it, just as you don’t
believe it. You don’t think it really happened, do you?” 
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He said, “No! It couldn’t have happened!” 

So, after a while I said to him, “Gerhard, I would be interested
if you would care to tell me why you think it could not have
happened.” 

“That’s simple enough,” he said. “If anybody in Germany, or
occupied areas in Central Europe, had tried to organize this
kind of a crime of exterminating a whole big group of people,
Hitler wouldn’t have stood for it! Such a person or group would
have been put down immediately. Their career in any organization
run by the Third Reich would be over! They would have completely
discredited themselves. Nothing like this could happen in
Germany! Or any occupied area controlled by Germany!” 

I said, “Gerhard, I wish it could be true the way you believe
but the way this is presented it’s an awfully hard thing for me
not to believe. The world’s never seen anything like this,
although there was a big killing of a whole group by starvation
in Armenia shortly after World War I.” (long pause)

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, the forced march of nearly
two million Armenians in 1915 at the outbreak of the First World
War. Six hundred thousand died.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and we were worried here and not
doing much about the starving Armenians when I was three or four
years old, as a beginner in Sunday school. I can remember people
talking about the starving Armenians. And other people here were
saying we should be careful not to waste food because millions
of people were starving to death in other parts of the world. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I remember that. My mother was
still saying, “Remember the starving Armenians. Eat everything
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on your plate!”

Friend John R. Kellam: My mother was saying the same thing
exactly. I was not to take onto my plate any more than I could
eat. She hoped I would eat plenty, but there shouldn’t be any
wasted. 

Well, Gerhard lived for one purpose, and this isn’t about me
now, but it’s part of my experience. His family in the free city
of Danzig in the metropolitan area east of Pomerania in Poland
had been overrun by the Russians, and many of the German people
in the small towns were killed. The Russians wanted that area
to develop as vacant land would be developed. They were
absolutely ruthless and had no respect for civilians. 

“So,” he said, “My family all got murdered. I’m the only one
left that I know of. Since before I went into the army, having
been in the part of Poland that the Russians didn’t get to
control, I was not in that and I am the only survivor as far as
I know. After this whole war is over, if I ever get repatriated
back to Germany, I’m going to make it the business of my life
for as long as it takes to find out who it was, probably among
the Russians, that are responsible for my family all having been
killed. I’m going to get revenge for that if it’s the last thing
I ever do.”

I said, “Gerhard, it’s an awful thing to live for, just to get
that done. In a big war, even in a little one, there are all
kinds of hateful things that happen. If people spent the rest
of their lives still fighting that war in one way or another,
it would never be possible for wars to cease. We’ve got to forget

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

any vengeful feelings we might have had after the awful things
that happen. Because otherwise there’s no way out of this for
the world.”

Well, I didn’t convince him. But I did take note, gratefully,
of his volunteered acknowledgement that such a genocidal program
would, if real, have been most grossly criminal as an act going
far beyond “legitimate” warfare. After his eventual
repatriation, he would have much to learn about his idol,
Hitler’s, insane degree of criminality, and his approval of the
deliberate murder of so many millions of innocent civilians in
his own country and in his own name as its “fuehrer.” It might
occur to Gerhard, also, that vicious enemies tend to grow more
similar to each other, morally, over the time they are engaged
in war campaigns.

There was one particularly notable conscientious objector at
Milan just then and his name was Corbett Bishop. He was from
Alabama and he didn’t cooperate at all with any draft board or
any war official of any kind. He’d been in and out of prison
several times, cat and mouse, and he had thought his way through
so thoroughly that he didn’t feel that he should pick up his
food and put it in him. He also didn’t take care of his own
excrement so they tied a diaper on him. He was certainly a much
more thoroughgoing absolutist than I ever dreamed of being. We
were aware that he was in the prison hospital in a little single
patient cell. He was being fed by tubes through his nose, into
his stomach, a thick kind of grainy food substance, not too
unlike a malted milk except that it wasn’t cold, it wasn’t ice-
creamy, but it was nourishing enough. So they were keeping him
alive for quite a long while. He had been transferred to Milan
in a sedan with two officers, he was in the back seat, and he
wouldn’t agree not to run away, so they had leg irons on him and
handcuffs, ha-ha-ha! And there was an accident. Their car went
out of control and down a ditch and up into a field, a cultivated
farm field and it had rolled over. The two guards who were taking
him to another prison were bruised up a little bit, but they got
out of the car. There weren’t any seatbelts in those days. 

Corbett was jammed down between the back seat and the back side
of the front seat, a one bench front seat, and it had jammed
back on him so he was pretty tightly squeezed in there. Maybe
that’s why he wasn’t any more injured than he was. They came
over and asked him if he was all right. He didn’t answer. He
just looked at them, but he wasn’t communicating with them
before. They had even offered to take the leg irons and handcuffs
off if he’d walk in to have lunch with them at the stop, but he
wasn’t giving any cooperation to them or to anyone whatsoever
in any position of authority over him. He didn’t recognize that
authority at all but they were demanding information from him
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as to how his body felt. When he kept on this non-cooperative
basis, as before, they said, “Oh come on for God’s sake, Corbett,
answer us will you please? We’re concerned about you! You’re not
supposed to get banged up while you’re in our charge. If you are
we’ve got to get you to a hospital and get you attended to. So
will you please let us know how you are?” 

So he said, “All right, fellas, don’t worry, I’m O.K.”

They let him out of that jammed position and he sat up and the
bruises, if there were any, were very slight. But, he went right
back into his regular completely passive role and they somehow
got back on the road and got the car fixed up and continued the
trip. He was duly delivered. Ha-ha-ha-ha! 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: And you knew Lee Stern in the
prison at Milan.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes. He was a very tender soul. During
my brief time in the population at Milan, before I had decided
not to participate in any of the work program, he and I had some
very nice conversations. While we were talking one time, a big
cockroach came across the floor and I stepped over there and
raised my foot. Lee Stern said, “Oh, please!” 

I put my foot down and looked at him and I said, “Well, what do
you think we should do with this cockroach? In view of their
spreading disease like crazy —”

His answer was, “Well, we could play with him.” 

He didn’t want any living thing to be destroyed. I had never
given a second thought to it. But he had an extremely
thoroughgoing respect for every kind of life. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I remember him from my very first
entrance into a Quaker meeting. He was the one who was instantly
aware of a newcomer and he would take you under his wing and
nurture you in the way of Friends. He spent time with me in
Rockland Meeting, explaining everything and he took me into
their meeting library and showed me which books I should start
out reading to learn about Quakerism. He told me above all I
should read Rufus Jones.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes. Well, Dr. Henry Hitt Crane was
a minister in Detroit, Michigan. He had heard there were a bunch
of COs at Milan. He had a great big church and he was well known
as a powerful minister. He decided one time that he’d go and see
what COs they had in that prison at Milan — it wasn’t too far
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from Detroit — and see what he could do to be of service to those
inmates. Also he’d see how the officers in charge were doing
about COs. So he wrote to the bureau of prisons saying that he
was going to drive over to Milan, Michigan, and talk to all the
COs they had there. A slow letter came a week or two later that
if you desire to visit the prison, you first have to make
application on the required forms and we will consult the
bureau’s head office in Washington to see if you would be allowed
to do this. Well, he fired back a letter saying that he was not
to be told by them what he could and could not do. 

“I’m telling you that I’m going to do it on that date. Please
be ready.” He said that he would want to meet with all of the
COs there, assembled together in whatever conference room would
be available. He gave the time of his expected arrival. Well,
whatever flurry of correspondence there was within the bureau
of prisons, he was told that they would be ready for him to come.
They gave him the red carpet treatment. They set up a conference
room and they gave him a list of the COs that they had and with
a few exceptions he could have them all come. I was not in
segregation yet because they were still trying to see if there
was something they could find for me to do that I’d be willing
to do, that they could call a work station. So, I was in that
conference and Dr. Crane learned a lot about all the COs, what
their various statuses were and where their families were. He
got a lot of addresses and he wrote letters to families who were
close enough to visit and others who were not close enough to
visit. He was very friendly and serviceable. As for Corbett
Bishop, he had to go up to Corbett’s hospital cell where he was
being force-fed through the tube. Corbett later told me about
this Dr. Crane. It was just before Corbett went into not
functioning to take care of his own output. But he was just about
ready to do that. Dr. Crane asked him how soon this was likely
to happen. Well, Corbett said it might be a few hours, it might
be a few days, he didn’t know yet. 

“Whenever the spirit leads me I’m going to follow the spirit,”
said Corbett. Then he lapsed into his Alabama accent and he said, 

“As a matter of fact, my back teeth are floating right now!” 

Well, before long Corbett and I were in close proximity,
separated by just maybe one vacant cell between, and I got kind
of acquainted with him after I’d been taken down to that hospital
during a fast. Locked in cells, we never did get to see each
other’s faces.

I could not reach a shower, so I was taken by wheelchair to the
one near a ward room, and set on a chair within the curtain.
After I got soaked, the water turned suddenly scalding hot as
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someone turned the cold valve shut. I heard my voice ring out
once before my feet lifted to the wall and propelled me and the
curtain out backward to the open tiled floor. One or more inmates
were being yelled at by a supervisor. I got towelled dry, and
was not put into the shower stall again. A practical joke,
probably.

I got into the fast shortly after a prison censor had taken
offense at some of the things I wrote to my wife who was still
living in Toledo before moving to Washington DC, back home to
live with her mother some more. After Roosevelt died I wrote to
Carol saying a number of things I had respected him for as he
did whatever he could to get this country out of the awful
depression. I didn’t know yet that he had made things a lot worse
deliberately during Hoover’s lame duck days, after the election
and before the March 4th inauguration. It wasn’t January 20th
then. It was March 4th and that was a pretty long time in which
Roosevelt and his banking friends did some maneuvers that got
the country into worse condition so that this charging knight
in armor could come in and save the whole country from the
“Hoover depression.” What he did was to adopt a lot of the
policies that Hoover had tried to get Congress to help with, but
they wouldn’t do it for him. But they did it right away for
Roosevelt. Anyway, Roosevelt used ruses in getting this country
into the shooting war by plotting with Churchill, since before
Churchill was prime minister, using the heads of state code both
ways; he gave that privilege to Churchill when he shouldn’t
have. And he was figuring out how best to induce Japan to attack
us in some outpost or other, like Guam or the Philippines or
some other island base, not dreaming that Japan could come as
far as past Midway and all the way down to Honolulu with the big
attack.

Well, there was a code clerk in the London embassy under John
F. Kennedy’s father, Ambassador Joseph Patrick Kennedy. This
code clerk, Tyler Kent, felt resentful of the perfidious nature
of these communications between Roosevelt and Churchill about
how to get Japan to mount some kind of an attack on us. They
figured out how to do it together, by building up the US trade
with Japan over a year and a half of time so that Japan would
have about 90% of all its foreign trade with us, the United
States. And that would balance an unusually large proportion,
around 10%, of all our foreign trade. Previously, Japan had much
less of its foreign trade with us. A necessary balance of
currency could be maintained. We could get Japan heavily
dependent on us, without our becoming too heavily involved with
Japan. Then, all of that trade could be shut off suddenly, like
turning a faucet quickly enough to cause a water hammer in the
pipes. Japan’s economy could receive a very serious jolt,
insulting them for their tripartite link with Germany and Italy,
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bringing up revengeful reactions. Hopefully, this would provoke
them to retaliate by some military attack, probably on a minor
outpost of the US in the western Pacific. Then, with public
approval, Congress could be persuaded to declare war on Japan,
and in short order FDR expected a quick victory to take Japan
out of the “axis powers.” But, more immediately, our declaration
would obligate Germany and Italy to declare war on us which is
exactly what Roosevelt and Churchill wanted. Until that
happened, any US declaration against Germany would be too hard
to win from Congress. We couldn’t do more than be a mere supplier
of weapons and war materials in convoys to Britain. And at the
same time Roosevelt was assuring the parents of young Americans
that they would not be sent to fight in foreign wars, “except
in case of attack.” Tyler Kent was incensed at this secret
deception in direct violation of the American public’s strong
desire to stay out of war. A powerful determination arose in
him, by hindsight somewhat recklessly, to see if he could “blow
the whistle” on Franklin Roosevelt.

Tyler arranged that, on his annual stateside furlough, he would
be seeing the chairman, Tom Connolly, of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Senate. They were the leaders for setting
foreign policy for the United States which the State Department,
under the president, would be implementing. That’s the way
things were in those days. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee did have that power to design our foreign policies.
So this young coding clerk thought this was the most perfidious
thing he could imagine happening, worse than anything he’d ever
heard of. He resented having to translate through the codes
machine, the messages both ways between these two leaders. He
could easily understand that Churchill was loyally defending his
own homeland from Hitler’s forces by every possible means, fair
or foul, as his proper duty. But FDR was deceiving all America
against this nation’s determination to stay isolated from direct
military action far away from the Western Hemisphere and our
homeland. Therefore, Tyler considered one of these leaders
corrupt and infuriating. He assumed, mistakenly, that Connolly
would not have been informed about Roosevelt’s crooked deal with
Churchill.

So, Connolly blew the whistle back at Tyler Kent. He told
Roosevelt about it. Roosevelt told Churchill that he wanted Kent
arrested and tried in secret by a British tribunal and sent away
long enough so that the war would probably be over before he
ever saw daylight again outside that prison. So he was secretly
tried and sentenced to prison on the Isle of Wight for seven
years. He did about five years of his sentence. Tyler’s mother,
Mrs. Anne H.P. Kent, noticed that the publicity about it was
squelched in the American press almost as soon as it began in
June 1940, and was distraught and wanted to get her son out of
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that British prison and brought over to this side because, as
an embassy employee, he was supposed to have immunity under
British law. If he did anything that violated British law, he
was supposed to be brought over here and tried in our courts for
it. After all, we were buddies with Britain! But she wanted him
tried in open court so that his reasons for doing what he did,
even without statutory protection for whistleblowers, could be
exposed. He had a conscientious reason for doing what he was
doing. Well, Roosevelt and Churchill weren’t going to allow
that. She came, Tyler Kent’s mother, to the Florida Avenue
(Quaker) Meetinghouse to a specially called meeting sometime in
1942, to see if there was anybody there —she’d been meeting with
various church groups all around the Washington area— anybody
there who might have an idea on how she could get her son tried
as he should have been under American law in open court. This
is supposed to be a democracy and she thought it could be a
democracy even in wartime. Of course what she didn’t realize was
that it wasn’t one. The people are supposed to believe that they
are still in one, but as a practical matter, when the chips are
down, there isn’t any such thing in America. It’s a
conversational democracy. That’s about all it can be during the
war effort.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Now your wife, Carol, was there
at that time, at the Florida Avenue Meeting?

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, so this is before I ever got into
the toils of the draft. We got the whole story of how Mrs. Kent’s
son had gotten into this terrible trouble and how he had been
betrayed and how Roosevelt had been so perfidious, plotting to
get us into war and at the same time assuring every American
parent that he wasn’t going to send their sons into any foreign
war, “except in case of attack.” He gave himself that little
out, while he was arranging for us to be attacked. He was
calculating how to get Japan to do it. Well, when foreign trade
with Japan between July 1941 and September 1941 went from a
bustling trade to a tiny trickle within just two months, that
threw the Japanese empire’s whole financial system into such a
chaos that they suddenly had only about 10% of their world trade
left and they had a war in China to feed with it. So they felt
that we had been pretty sneaky. Japanese concepts of revenge
were strong. So they outdid themselves by sinking so many of our
ships at Pearl Harbor. They had phenomenal luck, and the
Americans not dreaming that anything like that could be done by
Japan, didn’t defend. They didn’t really keep track, although
there was some important information from decoded Japanese
messages that Admiral Kimmel and General Short were sacrificed
for not using. Naturally, they were underinformed about those
intercepted messages indicating the preparations for the attack. 
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That was December 7, 1941. Pearl
Harbor.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. That was three years before I got
finished with all my arguing with Selective Service and my eight
or nine different classification actions. 
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: When did you become a Quaker?

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, I became a member early in 1943. I
started meeting at Florida Avenue in the District of Columbia,
in September 1941, three months before Pearl Harbor. I was on
my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday evening at
about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor came over my
car radio. Only a few others arriving there had heard it. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It’s amazing. Even I remember
where I was.

Friend John R. Kellam: So, suddenly we were in the war.
Completely. Well, there were various other details that I could
remember and I could probably go on for hours. So let’s get back
on track.

In 1945 I had been transferred to Lewisburg Penitentiary and I
was approached and asked if I would be interested in applying
for parole. I had looked up the practice of paroling prisoners
and essentially it seemed like a system where you take the
inmate’s word as binding that he’s going to be a good person and
keep out of trouble and you take a chance on him and let him out
and see if he can fly right and not do any more crimes but, I
thought that certainly didn’t fit this present situation.

I said, “I got into trouble trying to be a good man, trying not
to destroy people or property. And that’s why I’m here. It seems
ridiculous for me to promise to be a good boy now! We might have
another war! It’s not up to me! I’ll keep on trying to be a good
person, regardless! But, as to applying for the privilege of
freedom by giving you my word to be good, being good is what got
me in here.” All this I was telling the Warden of Lewisburg
Penitentiary.

“So, I figure that whenever the political situation is such that
the people over you have no more reason to keep me here, they
might decide to let me go.” I thought, I haven’t heard that we
have turned into bad Germans and are destroying useless people,
like maybe me, and unless the government does that kind of thing,
I’ll be free sometime. 

After the war ended, I spent the last fifteen months of my
sentence, which was originally five years, at Lewisburg. The
only library books I saw at Lewisburg were ones a former Merchant
Marine sea captain, Laurent Brackx, had brought me, THE AMERICAN
EPHEMERIS AND NAUTICAL ALMANAC because he had discovered —he was an
orderly in the hospital ward, and he found out— that I was doing
some exercises in math so he brought me these books full of
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tables, astronomical tables, which delighted me and I spent a
lot of time — I even figured out all of the elements of the orbit
for a fictitious planet, which I called Imp, for Impossible. I
think I put it somewhere between Venus and Earth in order to
have its own orbit. I wasn’t particularly concerned about
perturbations of the orbits of either Venus or Earth but just
to see how it would rotate around, or revolve around the Sun,
what its own year would be and how large it was likely to be and
how much gravitation it probably would have in that position and
so forth. I made a lot of assumptions which were not factually
based but anyway it was an instructive sort of fiddling around.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Wasn’t the original idea of a
penitentiary to be for the penitents, for them to improve their
minds, to be sheltered and protected from their otherwise
difficult life of crime and to be raised up to a higher level
where they could have the leisure of an experience of
scholarship?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, penitent. They were exposed to a
quietude of separated existence, to contemplate their evil
deeds, to get a handle on why they were evil and why it was a
good idea to live a better life. Solitary confinement was the
logical end of that kind of philosophy helping people to be
penitent. Quakers, I think, innocently but disastrously found a
lot of jailbirds going crazy or berserk because of the extreme
isolation that turned out to be a form of torture in the jail
houses of Pennsylvania.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Am I right that it was a Quaker
idea in history to set aside these penitentiaries for the
penitents to improve themselves while being protected?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, the later Quakers who wrote it up
decided that the early Quakers who had that idea were horribly
mistaken. They didn’t know their psychology at all.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: They thought there’s that of God
in everyone and that God will come forth!

Friend John R. Kellam: I guess there are some Quakers who are
so wholly devoted that they think our whole concentration should
be on God and what God wants of us and to listen to the inner
voice only and principally, twenty-four hours a day.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Quakers are very devoted no
matter what concern they focus on. They were very devoted to the
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Peace Testimony. Now it turns out that the Peace Testimony is
not upheld to a huge degree and even back in the times of the
Second World War, the Peace Committee of New England Yearly
Meeting was really quite weak. The Committee did not have a
report to the Yearly Meeting in those years. Here is what I was
reading yesterday in the New England Quaker archives. In 1943
the annual report of the Peace Committee of New England Yearly
Meeting stated:

“The Peace Committee is still in an exploratory, preparatory
mode and has no major project to report. They feel the burden
of the challenge presented in the morning by the honest account,
as Rufus Jones calls it, of the state of our society which
reveals the fact that few of our Quaker youth maintain the Peace
Testimony of our society. There are five times as many of our
[Quaker] boys in armed service as there are conscientious
objectors.”

Friend John R. Kellam: I had the impression that there was a
larger proportion of the Friends in the two Baltimore Yearly
Meetings, and the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting than that and
maybe New England was concentrating on other aspects of
Quakerism. It was June 21, 1945 that the New England Yearly
Meeting coalesced from previous groups and became one Yearly
Meeting. 

My Washington Friends Meeting was one of the so called New and
United Meetings that sprang up not within any Yearly Meeting,
but wanting to be warmly affiliated with all Friends everywhere.
We didn’t mind whether they were pastoral Friends or Friends
without paid ministers, speaking out of the silence in meetings
for worship, as ours does here; so both Baltimore Yearly
Meetings, having an area which included Washington DC, kept
asking us occasionally whether we would join one of their
meetings. We said thanks very much for thinking of us, for
inviting us, but we would rather be equally related to all
Friends and not to any one group. That would tend to separate
us from any of the others. The Society of Friends was still
divided and we didn’t want it to be divided. Well, both Baltimore
Yearly Meetings got wise one year. It was reported in both their
meetings that we had declined and why, and some bright Friend
got up and said, well, in that case, if they would like to be
related to all of us, and this is their territory within ours,
both Baltimore Yearly Meetings, why don’t we send somebody from
our Yearly Meeting to travel with somebody else from the other
Baltimore Yearly Meeting and go to Washington together and ask
that meeting to join both simultaneously and have half their
number assigned to one meeting and half to the other, but without
designation, just in a statistical way, so that each Baltimore
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Yearly Meeting would be a little bigger according to how much
half of their membership is. So they did that and they came to
us together and they gave us a double invitation and we said,
why yes, certainly, of course! And it was done. And then later
on, Baltimore Yearly Meeting figured that since they were
happily inclusive of all of us and of several other meetings of
the sort, that the old division didn’t make much sense any more
and so why not have one Yearly Meeting? So, it was one Baltimore
Yearly Meeting a few years after we joined. We were delighted.

One day at Lewisburg, the Catholic chaplain came into the
hospital ward. There were about twenty-two beds, eleven on each
side, a large open space in the middle, and he looked around and
he asked something of somebody and then he looked at me and he
came straight over to me. He introduced himself as the Catholic
chaplain at Lewisburg and revealed his simplified understanding
of my status in that place. Then he said that before he was at
Lewisburg, he was a chaplain in the army. I felt my interest
rising a bit at that. So we talked, generally, and there were
some other fellows who sauntered over nearby and stood around.
This wasn’t a private setting so they were welcome to listen and
they didn’t seem to make much comment but they listened very
carefully to what this priest and I were talking about. And then
this priest began to become a little pointed. By degrees he got
to his point: “I understand you’re here for refusing military
service. You must be missing the importance of putting down
those Godless dictators who are threatening the whole Christian
world.”

I replied to the effect that, “They are succeeding, perhaps, in
making most Christians abandon the whole message of Jesus about
how to deal with our enemies. We are returning all kinds of evil
for evil, as war causes everyone on both sides to resemble each
other closely. What do you think Jesus would be telling us, and
them, just now?”

So then I asked him, “What is there in Christian ethics that
would possibly justify a bunch of priests telling a larger bunch
of very young men not to be morally concerned about killing each
other wholesale? What was there in Jesus’ teachings that would
justify that? Don’t you suppose that Jesus Christ would be
opposed to our doing that to each other?”

We had just a little more give and take before he suddenly
decided that his watch told him that he was late, or almost late,
to his next appointment, so he got out of there pretty fast. As
soon as he was out of hearing, some of these men, convicts all,
standing around, were beginning to laugh and oh, they thought
that was a great show! They congratulated me for having given
this so and so a good argument because he deserves it. I asked, 
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“What’s the matter with him? Why were you so glad that maybe he
was embarrassed over what we talked about?”

And they told me, “What a devil he is in priest’s robes!” They
said that there wasn’t an inmate in this whole place that hasn’t
been warned against confessing anything to him because he’ll
trot up to the warden and tell him about it. He will violate his
own priestly duties doing that. Oh, they called him all kinds
of dirty names and they were so pleased that I had apparently
sort of put him down, but gently. Ha-ha! I’d asked him questions
that he didn’t try to answer! 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, there must be many more
like him. Did anyone ever put your employment at risk for your
CO stand?

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, but there was only one time. I was
still at work for the Maryland National Capital Park and
Planning Commission at Silver Springs, Maryland. A politician,
E. Brooke Lee, had become its chairman after he was the only
Democrat in Montgomery County to suffer a defeat in the 1942
election, although he was the “county boss” there. So his
friends appointed him as our agency chairman. One day he
surprised me with a generous compliment for my technical work
on a design for a traffic re-routing in an area near his
property. I had thought myself out of his notice, being so very
non-political. Then, a week or two later, in the spring of 1943,
a political flunky appeared at my home a few minutes after I
returned home from work one Friday evening, with a terse letter
of termination signed by Mr. Lee, citing that this was “for the
good of the service.” The Director of Planning, Fred W.
Tuemmler, knew nothing of it but soon called me back to say the
chairman had learned from the Silver Spring draft board chairman
that I was registered as a CO, and that was the only reason. But
Selective Service regulations required all information about
registrants to be kept confidential by draft boards, so my
betrayal was perfectly illegal. I was ordered to clean out my
desk immediately. On Monday morning I learned that Fred was
still feeling stunned and angry — he confided that he had almost
talked himself out of his own job, protesting my abusive
termination. Mr. Lee, however, had enough political power to
avoid any penalty, and his close friend in the draft board
chairmanship didn’t have to be right either. My sudden,
unprincipled firing threw me for a loop, and it was quite a few
days later that I decided to complete writing my Master’s thesis
for M.I.T., taking advantage of unemployment freedom. I never
lost a job except that once, so on balance I guess I’ve been
pretty lucky.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That’s quite something to
remember Silver Spring for.
Friend John R. Kellam: There was one more thing, much worse,
that made that place even more memorable. Occasionally I would
take public transportation, by bus and streetcar down Georgia
Avenue to downtown Washington DC, and at a transfer point at the
District line, I noticed, to my acute discomfort, a variety of
injured military men on crutches or in wheelchairs, taking the
same streetcars between a convalescent facility in a former
Women’s College in Maryland, and Walter Reed Hospital in DC for
treatment. Many of their injuries were very serious — faces
badly disfigured, limbs lost or useless, permanent paralysis in
some cases. I had to keep outwardly quiet but inwardly I was
furious about their victimization by a war supposed to be so
“glorious.” My mantra was a silent phrase, “And for WHAT?” They
had been forced to do similar wrongs to soldiers on the other
side, similarly forced. At times, when out of anyone’s hearing,
I had to let myself explode with angry language about it. I was,
moreover, liable to be thrown into prison for refusing to kill
or produce such injuries to German, Italian, or Japanese kids
who had no other reason to be fighting against me. What could
possibly be more rotten in this kind of a world? War victimizes
everyone.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: The official view was no doubt
that your reaction should have been revengeful against the
enemies who did that to your countrymen. Were the ex-GIs you met
in prison much different in their attitudes about war than your
fellow students in graduate school?

Friend John R. Kellam: My reactions are not what any military
government would dictate, as my guidance comes from another
direction higher up. The inmates who in a few cases had been in
military service, were not in general hostile to me, as they had
felt that was a strange environment. I met no ex-GI who wanted
to trade prison for more military service. Evidently prison is
a much lesser hell. They had many stories about bizarre
happenings in service. One man had been working with aircraft
ammunition, feeding it to machine gunners and bombardiers over
targets or in defense of their plane from attack. An order came
out during training missions over the US farmlands of Texas and
nearby states, that they were not to return to base with any
unspent ammo on board. But the day didn’t last long enough to
shoot it all off or drop all the bombs before they had to return
on deadline. Impossible! Until one bright guy found the only
solution for the problem. When they started back, all remaining
ammo still in crates and boxes could be pushed out the open side
door in hopes it would land in fields and not on farmhouses or
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barns. So, lying on their backs with shoulders braced against
bolsters they would kick all unopened crates out the door! What
happened below was the responsibility of whoever sent out that
order. This procedure was described to me as a daily one for
many months. No crewman with an idea for loading less ammo each
morning had enough rank to send the idea up the line of command,
toward the author of that absurd order.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Could he have had some reason to
favor the makers or sellers of such ammunition?

Friend John R. Kellam: Perhaps he had money invested in a plant
making ammunition for the Army Air Force. War profiteers had
very few political opponents. One of them had been Senator Harry
Truman, who, long before becoming president, chaired a Senate
Investigation Committee probing the Electric Boat Company for
getting orders to build attack submarines during the 1930s for
the governments of both Argentina and Chile, while at the same
time telling each of them what orders for subs the others had
placed with E.B. A two-sided fear was thus exploited to promote
more E.B. contracts and profits. Truman had exposed that
commercial racketeering, but had kept his high opinion of
warfare as a patriotic method of settling international
problems. To me it was murderous nonsense on a very great scale.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: After the First World War an
amnesty for COs was declared to excuse them. Has anything like
that occurred for your generation of war refusers?

Friend John R. Kellam: A few years after the “good war” ended,
a group of well-known religious leaders from peace churches and
several major religious denominations got an appointment with
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President Truman to see if he would be willing to declare an
amnesty for WWII conscientious objectors who had been
criminalized because they could not kill or destroy in war. The
meeting began with a presentation by one of them, but that was
interrupted when Truman said (according to someone who heard it)
that he could save time for everyone present by saying that in
his opinion, any son of a bitch who wouldn’t fight for his
country ought to be in jail. After some hesitation, someone
said, “Thank you, Mr. President,” and they all filed out of the
Oval Office. I could believe that, as Truman’s reputation for
salty language dates from his World War I combat days, so this
agreed with his outspoken character. But it sounded to me, when
I heard about that meeting, more like what an organized crime
leader might say about an underling who would refuse to kill the
leader of a rival gang.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: He was considered a loyal hero
after the First World War ended, and a model for others to
emulate. How soon after your anti-war attitude developed did you
meet other COs?

Friend John R. Kellam: About two or three years. I hadn’t known
other young men resisting the draft until I got among the company
of Young Friends in the meeting in Washington and in the
Baltimore Yearly Meeting. Then COs began to flock together to
some extent. And young women who had the same opinions. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Had there been any Quakers or COs
in your family?

Friend John R. Kellam: I didn’t have any Quaker ancestors that
I knew of; yet, I was convinced before I ever met any Friends
so I recognized that we had a lot of feelings in common. But I
might have had Quakers in my family because we did come from
England and Germany, way back in the 1800s, maybe 1860 or 1870,
and a few of them earlier. It may be that most Americans had war
avoiders among their immigrating forebears. 

My father had orthodox views about patriotism. He’d been in the
Navy four years and he had tremendous pride in this country and
most of that pride came from the fact that we were a big middle
class society in this country. He forgot about the Indians and
he forgot about the black people. He was uncertain whether other
races were equal to us mentally, morally and in other ways. He
once asked me, very seriously, if I thought that black people
were as good as white people. I said that I didn’t know enough
of them to be sure but I’d not heard of any reason that convinced
me that they were any different on a general level. They might
have different traits of character. They might have different
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capabilities, but as citizens of this country, their rights
would have to be perfectly equal. No group should be getting
after any other group to deal out disadvantage. So I looked to
see what my dad had to say about that. Well, he started to walk
away and I asked him what about his ideas. He said that he just
wanted to know how I felt about it! Then he just walked away. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: He had to think about it.

Friend John R. Kellam: I don’t know. He didn’t say why. It was
a one-sided conversation. But I was prepared to do whatever
amount of give and take he wanted! Ha-ha-ha-ha! 

Now my mother felt on principle that I was right. But she was
concerned about whether I might possibly, by taking a contrary
stand to the general public, be getting myself into greater
hazard and be less likely to live out a good life than if I had
different views and were willing to go along. All she wanted me
to be was as safe as possible. But I told Mom that there’s an
important principle involved here! If we only just go along to
keep ourselves safe, the world can keep on going to hell! And
we won’t be doing anything to prevent it! But she was sort of
consumed by her potential fears about my consequences. So I was
ignorant enough to feel a little disappointment with her. But I
realized better where she was coming from later, when I found
out as a parent why she felt that way.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: When did your parents die?

Friend John R. Kellam: My father died in 1935. He was fifty-
three years old. That was a good five years before I began to
understand myself with respect to war and peace. My mother lived
until 1951, a year after I moved to Providence here. I had just
gotten back into my own profession where I had taken technical
training. Her health was generally breaking down. Parkinson’s
disease was taking all her energy. She was weakened by that so
that her immune system was affected. Then her medications were
not doing her enough good and probably some harm and she had
stomach ulcers. She weakened and weakened until she finally died
at age sixty-five. She was born in 1886 in the Dakota Territory.
They didn’t get statehood until a few years later.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: She was really a pioneer!

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. She was in a town that had one of
the very first railroads that made it across the country:
Plankinton, South Dakota. Then she moved to the southwest corner
of Minnesota. In Jackson County there’s a little town called
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Heron Lake with two thousand people, including all the farmers
in the township. She and my father knew each other. He was three
years ahead of her in high school. My father then was in the
navy from 1903 to 1907, having graduated from the University of
Minnesota School of Pharmacy. He became a chief hospital steward
in the navy. He had charge of the sick bay on any ship that he
was sailing on. But he refused to participate in drilling
exercises. He said his duty was to be in charge of the sick bay,
which was much more important. He didn’t see any patriotic
purpose in drilling. If he had, he would have done it! He didn’t
see how that would help him do his job any better for the navy.
So, he was very conscientious! He’d gone through four years of
pharmacy school in about two and a half years. He worked in
college and earned his way mostly. He went around the world. He
said he’d seen one less sunrise than anybody else he knew in
Minnesota. 

The last time I saw Corbett Bishop was in Washington. He came
to the FCNL office in order to tell me that he was out and he
wasn’t likely to have any more trouble from Selective Service
because they had washed their hands of him and he was too old
for them to be interested in him anymore. They’d harassed him
enough so they were satisfied. Cat and mouse harassment. And
climbing around on his shoulders was a great big raccoon. He was
on a chain leash and was thoroughly domesticated and was
interested in meeting other people, anybody that Corbett was
willing to have him meet was fine with him! Ha-ha-ha! It was
wonderful getting acquainted with an animal that was different
than I’d ever known before. Later on, oh maybe five or so years
after that meeting, I learned that Corbett Bishop was dead. Some
kind of a quarrel had happened and somebody down in Alabama had
been offended by somebody else and in the melee Corbett was
mortally injured. He died. I think he was maybe ten years older
than I. That would mean that he would be ninety-five by now, but
chances were that he would not have been still surviving.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Did he have no family?

Friend John R. Kellam: No. Just the raccoon. That’s the only
family I ever heard of.

Anyway, at Milan, Michigan, I had declined a haircut. I had been
letting my hair grow. I didn’t think I should ask for or accept
any unnecessary services from the prison. I wasn’t offering the
prison any of my energies and I didn’t want to take from the
prison any more energies than I had to. But somebody decided I
needed a haircut. It was offered to me and I declined and it was
offered to me another time or two! I still declined. So one of
the guards decided he’d had enough nonsense with this fella. He
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said to me, “Come on, you’re getting a haircut!” 

“I didn’t ask for one and I don’t feel entitled to it.” 

“Well, but you are. Are you coming?” 

“No.”

So he took hold of my shoulder and I went down on the floor.
He grabbed my hair and dragged me out by the hair, out of the
doorway of the cell, down the corridor and into the little
anteroom beyond the big lever that closed all the doors at once.
He sat on me and another guard appeared and did a very quick job
with the clippers and pretty soon there was a pile of hair on
the floor. So they swept those up and said that I could stay
here if I wanted to or go back to my cell. Anyway, they were
beginning to let the inmates out to go up the stairs to the roof
for an exercise period. So I picked myself up and I don’t
remember if I went up on the roof or back to my cell. 

After recreation we were all expected to close our own cell
doors. A CO named Wally Nelson walked in to his cell and we heard
various doors clanging and then the guard at the end, where the
big lever was, yelled down to cell number eight, 

“Shut the door!” Quick as a wink Wally said, “I don’t close cell
doors! I wouldn’t close them on anybody else and I won’t close
them on myself.”

So the guard came down and flung his door shut. I thought it was
going to break the door. With all that heavy steel it made a
terrible noise. So Wally didn’t go up for recreation until they
said he was going to agree to close his own cell door first. I
don’t know what the ultimate outcome was of all that. But you
could just feel the principle crackling.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, Wally Nelson is living down
the road from Woolman Hill. When was the last time you saw him?

Friend John R. Kellam: Ah, so you know him then! I saw him here
at Providence Meeting, oh, maybe fifteen years ago. If I
remember right, he was just on my side of the cell that was
occupied by the man on death row.

The condemned man had had two or three execution dates set and
then postponed. One day when his case had been in court, but
they didn’t take him on that appeal, two guards came in and
shouted his name and marched over to the front of his cell and
started talking smart about his having lost his appeal and
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making cracks about how they were probably going to “fry” him
after all. They brought with them a length of chain and very
noisily they wound this chain up and around his door, through
the bars various ways, and put a padlock on it. Well, this
condemned prisoner was telling the guards how absolutely
ridiculous they were being with this phony security chain and
he asked if the warden knew that they were cutting up like this.
So he and the guards had a very strong dislike of each other
which seemed to be very personal. I wonder if Wally Nelson would
remember this incident. I remember it as if it was yesterday.
It’s amazing how some experiences don’t fade at all. 

Well, there was another hair-dragging that I saw. The CO’s name
was Larry Gara. He was at Lewisburg and he had had a tooth
infection for several days that kept on getting worse. He had
asked to see the dentist and they put him off. It got even worse
so he was pretty miserable with pain in the jaw. So on the way
to breakfast he decided that he was hurting too much to enjoy
any breakfast anyway. The route that they took, being marched
through the halls, went right past the dentist office so he
stepped out of line and sat down on the waiting bench outside
the dentist office. The guards were immediately alarmed at
anything out of the way. They tried to pick him up off the bench
and get him marching again. His legs went limp to jelly and he
slid to the floor and one of the guards who had quite a
reputation for roughing up inmates, grabbed his hair and yanked
him along the floor, terrazzo floors that were pretty well
polished, it must have been a good two hundred feet down the
long corridor, and dropped his head in front of the elevator and
pushed the button. 

I was taking a walk around the center area between the two rows
of beds in the hospital ward that I was in, so I walked out there
to the hall to watch what was going on, just out of ordinary
curiosity, and this guard who had been dragging Larry came over
to me and barked at me that I should get back in the ward. As
far as he could tell, I didn’t hear a word of it. I just stood
there mildly looking on, so he grabbed me by an elbow, pulled
it up tight and I went down on the floor. My feet weren’t obeying
him and neither did the rest of me. So he suddenly flipped around
there and yelled to another guard who was with him, “See what
they give us?” — as though he were the one being harassed by me.
I just stayed there listening, not moving, and then the elevator
door opened and he grabbed Larry somehow, maybe by the collar
or something, threw him into the elevator and the door closed.
The action was all over and nothing else was happening so I
picked myself up and continued walking around the ward. 

That guard’s name was Steininger. He was the one who was assigned
to come to my cell on the day that I was released and get me
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prepared to go out. So he put all my clothes on me after telling
me that I was on my way out. So I guess I acknowledged in some
way that I wasn’t very excited. 

He said, “Don’t you believe me?” 

I said, “I’ll believe you if I see the outside first.”

So he realized then that he had to do everything between here
and there. So he put me in a wheelchair after he’d put my clothes
on. It was winter, almost winter, in late November, after
Thanksgiving. We didn’t go through the usual signing out. He had
a box that I found out later on was my own personal belongings
that I’d taken into there. I had a small shoebox with a few
things in it that I had been working on as a tentative hobby in
prison and that’s here. I found myself with these things in my
lap sitting in a wheelchair outside the front of the prison.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So this was your final departure.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and I was willing to go home as soon
as I found myself at liberty to go but I wasn’t going to put my
family in jeopardy by trying to escape. 

Well, this guard had a passenger car there and he said, “I’m
going into Lewisburg town on some errands. I could drop you off
at the train station. You’ve got a train ticket to Washington
DC in your pocket.”

I was to go back to Washington DC to my family. But he said, “As
far as I’m concerned you can sit here overnight or you can walk
to town or you can accept a ride from me. Whatever you want to
do, you’re a free man now.” So I said, “In that case I’d be glad
of a ride into town. Thank you very much.”

And on the way I said, “Mr. Steininger, I’ve been wondering about
you over the last year or so, particularly since I saw Larry
Gara sliding down the hall lying down with his hair in your hand.
You seem like a reasonable fellow but I find it hard to put that
together with what you were doing that day!” 

“Oh,” he said, “that happened after I had taken this job here.
I left Byberry in Philadelphia, Byberry Hospital, it’s a mental
hospital, it was originally called the Hospital for the Insane,
I think, and that was a good job. But I had more money if I took
this job. So I took it. I realized right away, almost, that this
was a terrible job for me to have. It didn’t suit me at all. So
I was just about to quit when the President in Washington issued
an executive order freezing us in our essential occupations and
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a lot of other people in hundreds of other occupations all over
the country. And I was stuck. I couldn’t legally leave my job
unless the prison officials were willing to let me go. But they
could hold me and they did. So, I was trying desperately to get
fired.”

He said he went AWOL one time and went back to work at Byberry,
but soon the FBI came to tell him that his choice was to go back
to Lewisburg as a guard, or else be sent to be a prisoner there.
One of the easiest ways to get any guard fired was to have him
abusing prisoners. So, he said, “I figured if I got tough enough,
not doing any real damage, but insulting prisoners and mussing
them up enough they’d decide I was no good as a guard and they’d
fire me. I’d have been happy to go back to Byberry and have been
an orderly there as an assistant for patient care. I loved that
job!”

Friend John R. Kellam: So, Larry was one of those who got in the
way and the opportunity to misbehave was right in front of him.
He was trying to lose his job! And they allowed it.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: There’s a lot of exploitation in
the workplace. It does a lot of damage.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, I’m sure. Lots of serious sabotage.
In a way it cries out for compassion, and in another way it seems
in extremely bad taste. Officials in government do all kinds of
crazy, immoral things. It gets covered up more usually than it’s
exposed and some of it’s very clever but you wonder how any of
it gets by. The FBI had a perfectly easy job to get me convicted.
They didn’t have to lift a finger outside of the truth. I’d
signed the whole statement acknowledging what I’d refused to do
when they’d offered me the oath of induction into the army and
they knew before that, it was on the record on file. My whole
Selective Service file was full of it. I knew exactly who and
what I was and they’d even interviewed a whole lot of people
about me and found out that it was all hanging together. So, my
having admitted exactly what I did and setting things straight
in context in an order of time, they didn’t have to lie in court,
under oath to the judge in order to win their case. It wasn’t
their case anyway. Selective Service was insulted by my behavior
in refusing. 

So, I began to wonder seriously about the FBI. Was it the
organization I had thought was so very respectable? I had heard
a long lecture by J. Edgar Hoover at the University of Minnesota
in 1933 and he was new in the job. He was full of what a wonderful
organization that was and he was seeing to it that it was
increasing in efficiency and effectiveness, catching only the
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bad guys, only doing that when their evidence was straight and
true and sufficient for convictions. If you were innocent, you’d

welcome the FBI coming to ask about anything. If you were guilty,
you’d better not see the FBI. And all that was blown away the
day of my trial in Toledo federal district court. Judge Klobe
had an animus. He had one week earlier been bawled out in his
own courtroom, before he could stop the guy, by a Jehovah’s
Witness person who didn’t claim to be conscientiously opposed
to all war. Let the war of Armageddon come around and he would
have been the best warrior in the world! But he was a minister
of the Gospel and therefore, by law, he claimed to be exempt
from the draft. But all of Jehovah’s Witnesses are ministers,
even their kids. So the government wasn’t having any of what
sounded like nonsense. Anyway Judge Klobe was still smarting
from that incident. He didn’t let me open my mouth for one word.
When he and his prosecutors had scared out my attorney who was
all prepared to defend me as well as possible in court — the
attorney, by the way, was the chairman of the Toledo City
Planning Commission, and he liked my work! — I was getting nicely
settled in the job, assistant city planning engineer. He thought
that my work was fine. They were very dismayed when the draft
caught up with me and sent me to Cleveland and I had to refuse.
I’d given them as much warning of it as I could. 

Arthur Kline was his name, the attorney who was there to defend
me. But through the court system, the federal court system
there, they said that if he tried to defend this draft dodger,
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they’d see to it that he got mighty few bits of lawyering to do
in Toledo anymore. And he knew they could do it so he called me
to let me know that he had his law practice to defend. So I went
to my boss, the city planning engineer, the head of the staff,
and I told him what Arthur Kline had said. 

“Well,” he said, “Arthur has been a close friend of mine for all
the years I’ve been in this job, maybe a dozen years, and I think
he should keep on being the man of principle I always thought
he was. Don’t you let him off the hook! He doesn’t have an
ethical right to abandon you just because he’s been threatened
by some monsters in prosecution uniforms.”

So he wanted his very good friend to be held to his duty for me.
But I didn’t feel all right about that. I was very appreciative
of Arthur Kline’s willingness to defend me. He was one of the
better known lawyers in town. When I couldn’t have him and I had
no way of finding anybody else, I didn’t want to hang him with
all that kind of responsibility that had been ripped away from
him really by some ruthless people who were in a position to
know better about ethics and law.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So you didn’t go back to him? You
just let it drop?

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, I may have had one or two more
conversations with him about strategy and how I can attempt to
be my own counsel since I couldn’t have him do it. Of course you
know what the old saying is about anybody who tries to be his
own lawyer?

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I don’t think I’ve heard this
one.

Friend John R. Kellam: He has a fool for a client! Ha-ha-ha! So
anyway, the Toledo jail was dark and damp. Nobody was spending
a dime more for electrical energy than they could get away with.
The food was horrible and everything was as bad as you would
expect in the middle ages. People visiting couldn’t even see the
inmates through all the dark screening and hardware cloths and
dense black, that old screening with tiny holes in those screens
— I don’t think a flea could have gotten through there. I got
up early one morning and I heard a fellow grumbling and moaning
and I thought the fellow was sick or something. So before I could
inquire, at the risk of waking up other inmates, I heard him
say, “How come some folks neva goes to jail and others allus
lands in jail? That’s me.”

Then there was a silent period and a deep sigh and I heard the
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same voice saying, “If I would of knew what I know now I wouldn’t
of did what I done.”

Well, I wondered how he had gotten himself into jail. It didn’t
seem as if he had enough intellect to pull off any caper that
was clever. So I visited him later in the day and we got to
talking. I said, “Everybody in here is different and in for a
completely different kind of a thing.”

I told him what I was in there for. 

“Oh, geez,” he said, “that’s tough.”

He recognized that I was in there for trying to be good. He said,

“I’m not very smart. I thought I could make some dollar bills
and pass ‘em off. I never had a good job but this might get me
a few bucks.”

So he was counterfeiting currency but he didn’t have plates that
were worth anything and I don’t know what kind of pictures he
was drawing to try to make them look like dollar bills, but it
was, I gathered, a very crude job of counterfeiting. He didn’t
have any real plates to print from, they didn’t have very good
machines in those days, but then I didn’t see any of his work!
But he never got started more than a few days before he’d get
grabbed. And it had happened repeatedly.

“I’ve been spending half my life in places like this. I don’t
even get started before they grab me.”

Apparently he just wasn’t smart enough to get by with any
quantity at all before he’d get caught.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: He’d learned one thing. Johnny-
one-note.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yeah. Ha-ha-ha! He was epileptic too.
He’d had some grand mal damage to his brain. He’d been
uncontrolled too long.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: He could have been one of these
idiot savants.

Friend John R. Kellam: But not very savant. He was a crude artist
with the currency.

There was one old man who’d been in the Lewisburg prison hospital
occasionally for some minor illnesses. He was up in years. He
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must have been somewhere around sixty or sixty-five and he came
in seeming more depressed than I’d seen him before. Each time
he came in he seemed more depressed so I asked the sea captain
who brought me the books from the library, “What’s the matter
with this tall, thin fellow? He seems to be down in the dumps
more than ever. Every time he comes in here he looks worse.” 

“Oh, he’s getting short. His sentence is almost up.”

So he would be going out pretty soon. Well, the day came when
he went out. We saw him from the hospital windows going out from
the front door of the building, to the gatehouse in the thirty-
foot wall. The way he was trudging looked as if he was on his
way to his execution instead of on his way to freedom. But he
had spent so much of his life in prisons and jails of all kinds
and he’d gotten so old that he didn’t know how he was going to
cope with the outside world. It scared him and depressed him to
think that he was going to be on his own responsibility and he
didn’t have a sense of responsibility or how to take care of
himself on the outside. So out he went and about ten days later
in he came! Some marshal was conducting him to the building’s
front door again and we soon found out, because everybody saw
him come in and everyone in the whole place knew through the
grapevine that he was back. Well, they all expected him to be a
lot happier than he had been. He seemed to have a big burden
lifted off his back. 

What had happened was that as soon as he was out, he had a ticket
to somewhere, he got off at a city that had a sister city on the
other side of a river, in another state, like Kansas City,
Missouri and Kansas City, Kansas, across the state line, and as
soon as he got there he left the bus station and looked at every
car and as soon as he found a car with the keys in the ignition,
he got in it. He could remember just enough about driving that
he got it to the bridge and went over the river into the other
state and if he happened to know where the police station was,
he parked that car in front of the police station and sat in it.
Pretty soon the theft of that car went out on the wire services
and some policeman going out on his beat happened to see the
license plate, took out his police sheet and saw that the plates
fit. So he went over to the guy and said, “Is this your car?” 

He said, “No, I stole it!” 

“Where’d you steal it from?” 

“The other side of the bridge.”

He mentioned the name of the state over there. The policeman
asked, “Well, why’d you steal it and what’s it here for?”
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Well, he didn’t profess to know why and just let the officer do
what he wanted to do and he took him into the station. So some
other policeman took the car back. It wasn’t damaged, but they
charged him with stealing an automobile and taking it across a
state line. And that was a federal offense, so they had him up
in federal court and he was sentenced. He didn’t object and he
didn’t try to defend himself at all. They looked up his record
and learned that he’d just come out of Lewisburg. They
considered his age and they said, “Looks like you’re going back
to Lewisburg.” 

“O.K.”

Well they said that maybe they ought to send him to some other
place, and he didn’t look as pleased about that! Lewisburg was
his home and he didn’t like to be put out, so they accommodated
him again. Poor guy! He just couldn’t make it on the outside.

There was another prisoner named Gene McCann. He had been called
The Boy Wonder of Wall Street in his day. He was some kind of a
broker for stocks. He was also some kind of a manipulator and
he made an awful lot of money using other people’s money without
their consent. So, he made quite a pile in a hurry. Back in the
thirties it wasn’t as easy, maybe, and he got caught for
securities and exchange violations. He got put in Lewisburg. He
felt that he was only trying to do what the country had permitted
all the robber barons to do. To get rich quick was the epitome
of American success so why were they bothering him? He felt put
upon. It got to be pretty strong paranoia. He began to wonder
if all the people in the beds and all the orderlies who came in
and the people with the food carts that came in three times a
day were really looking for ways of getting him. So he took to
the underside of his bed and on the floor he’d keep on writing
writs to Judge Learned Hand of the Supreme Court of New York.
But he didn’t have good handwriting, so before he had retreated
into his hole under his bed he’d been socializing some with us,
and he’d seen that I had been re-establishing my handwriting.
College had been pretty hard on it, taking notes! Ha-ha! So, I
had relearned the alphabet and I was writing very neatly. Well,
he got the idea that maybe I could go about practicing while
copying his scrawls to make his writs legible. At one time some
of his writs had been in Judge Learned Hand’s court and the Judge
said that he wasn’t going to wear out his eyes trying to read
this awful scrawl. Unless he could learn how to write, or get
his manuscripts made legible, he wasn’t going to read another
thing from him. So I wrote maybe half a dozen in three or four
months and they all got into Judge Learned Hand’s possession and
he denied almost all of them, but he gave partial relief in one
or two. So, it felt as if I was getting to be a jailhouse lawyer!
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Ha-ha! But all I was doing was a copying job, just as if I’d had
a typewriter, making things legible. So I didn’t know whether
Gene McCann had anything really convincing to offer the Judge,
but if he had the right to get the Judge to read something, then
I shouldn’t refuse to help him exercise that right.

Carol and I corresponded quite frequently until it was shut off
by censorship, when they didn’t like what I said about the
President. The President’s war was still going on and I was
sounding to them almost treasonous. Some of the guards, when
they didn’t have other things to do, would set up a table in a
hallway and one of those tables was often in front of our cages.
They would go through inmate letters to make sure there wasn’t
something in them about other inmates or about the prison
system, criticizing it, and some of the guards even took offense
at political ideas that were contrary to their own. They would
report through channels to the warden that so-and-so’s
correspondence has these things in it. There were five letters
that got returned to me at one time and those were letters going
on three or four weeks. They were all addressed to my wife and
I was writing them as freely as if there was no censorship.
I didn’t recognize their right to censor what she wrote or what
I wrote. I felt that I had been kidnapped from home and family
and friends for reasons which were connected with a war which
was as rotten as any other war in its effect on people. I didn’t
want to recognize the validity of my incarceration. Carol and
I had talked about the idea that maybe our correspondence might
not be agreeable to some people in the official hierarchy in the
prison.

I went to the Bureau of Prisons in Washington one time after I
had been transferred to the Silver Spring draft board and they
had started to lean on me. I went to ask a number of questions.
When they found out what I was there for and what kinds of
feelings I had, they sent me to the supervisor of
classifications of the whole prison system. So in his office I
got the answers to all these questions about how jobs are doled
out to the various kinds of inmates, who has control and how is
it exercised, which inmate does which job, and how much choice
does any of the inmates have about what he does, and so forth.
He was very obliging and he became aware that I was really casing
the place in advance, trying to understand as much as possible
of what I was getting into. So he asked me a few questions and
I didn’t mind. I would just as soon avoid leading him to any
conclusions about me, but I wasn’t sure I was going to be able
to because I knew what I was trying to stand for and not stand
for and it was up to the government to make up its mind as to
what to do about it. So learning as much as possible about the
prisons would mean that I might be better able to calculate what
my appropriate activities should include and which ones
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excluded. He seemed to be affably amused and wished me luck as
I was leaving him. I thanked him for all the information I’d
gotten and he invited me to put in more questions to him if I
thought of anything that I still hadn’t asked about. He was very
obliging. This was a full year or two before I was tried for
refusing induction. I think I went in there just about the right
time. 

There was an FBI man who came to Penn Craft where I was working
later on after I had been out of prison a couple of years. He
showed his badge and I recognized FBI on it and he asked me if
we could talk in some place that wasn’t as open as at this barn
where some fellow homesteaders were using materials and
equipment. So we went up to the house. On the way I told him
that with respect to his own official duties there was nothing
I could say that could help him. The only thing that I could
think of to say that would be constructive and helpful was that
I felt he would be a lot happier if he would quit that kind of
a job and get into something useful where he wouldn’t be
adversarial with people, or bothering them as they were trying
to live their lives, as if they were criminals. It seemed to me
that he would be much better off in any other kind of occupation.
I said, “Weren’t you ever interested in something else almost
as much as you are in this?”

“I’d studied a while for the ministry.” 

“Oh, that would have been wonderful! Why settle for so much
less?” 

Maybe he wasn’t too good at it! According to the congregation!

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Maybe it wouldn’t pay him enough
money.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, maybe this was paying him more.
Anyway, as an official of the FBI, ever since I became aware of
how outrageously the FBI could go astray from the truth, under
oath, in court, to lie about a defendant, there hasn’t been an
FBI man since that has been worth the time of day off my watch.
But as a person, I said, “I respect you and I wish you could
have a happier life than you could possibly have had with this
job.”

I still didn’t know the worst about J. Edgar Hoover. When the
whole press of the country acknowledges the sort of a defective
guy he was, even in that position, and how he had lists of
enemies and people he’d like to find a way of putting in jail,
without caring in advance what they might have done that was
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contrary to law, I couldn’t have respect for that kind of
official so corrupted. Hoover wasn’t so much of a misfit during
the war as he was in peacetime, because the first casualty of
war is the truth. One of the best tools in warfare is deception.
You’re trying to deceive the enemy even if it means deceiving
your friends first, having them unwittingly tell the enemy
things that are not so.

I remember seeing one man at Lewisburg. He’d brought in his
pocket three or four strawberries. When he got inside, and I
guess they trusted him enough not to search him, he distributed
these strawberries, one to each of a few other inmate friends
in the prison. They were ripe, luscious looking strawberries.
They must have tasted wonderfully. But for that, either some
guard saw or heard, or some snitch went to a guard and the guy
was thrown in the hole. It was a bare cell, sometimes with
padding around the walls, a concrete floor with a little hole
in the middle of it and not even a toilet in there. The hole
would be used for that. There was no light coming through the
door at all. That was “the hole,” so he spent a while in
solitary, supposedly thinking how wrong he’d been to do whatever
the officials took offense at. For dealing out a few
strawberries to friends, and he was a farmworker on the outside
of the walls, but anything he brought in that wasn’t officially
sanctioned was, by definition, contraband. He was being punished
as though he’d brought in a bag full of heroin. Ha-ha-ha-ha!

There was one sweet little guy, a virgin and looking very
innocent. He was a Jehovah’s Witness, I guess upper teens, and
he’d gotten into prison somehow. I think he wasn’t a CO but I’m
not sure. Well, anyway, he’d gotten gang raped by a bunch of
old, hardened convicts one day and really injured. He was in the
hospital for awhile getting treated for the roughness of that.
And then he had the duty to testify against those guys in court.
They were still in the population in the prison. So he was really
beset with fears. He didn’t know who these guys had as
confederates in other departments or in the hospital or
wherever, so he was extremely vulnerable. It was so worrisome
that he became ill from it. I think eventually he was released
because he was simply going to pieces in there. If he hadn’t
really done anything wrong except to claim what his religious
leadership said he was, they were punishing the innocent, by any
common sense way of looking at it. But he was one of these
“pretty boys.” These old guys I guess must have pretended that
he was female. George Bernard Shaw said that in schools no child
was protected from the others as he would have been in prison.
But prison protection wasn’t always effective either.

William H. Hiatt was the name of the Lewisburg warden. The Milan
warden was Lemuel F. Fox, and he chaired the prison draft board
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there. The place where I got put in Lewisburg first was a
segregation section where I met Bayard Rustin and other notable
war resisters and other types of COs. From there I was
transferred to what they called the Blue Room, the Psychiatric
Ward. There was quite a motley bunch of prisoners in there and
some orderlies. One poor guy of maybe eighteen or twenty who was
in pretty bad condition, didn’t have normal responses to anybody
else. The man in charge of that part of Lewisburg was Robert M.
Lindner, Ph.D. Do you remember the book, REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE?
He was the author, a psychologist, not a psychiatrist. But he
was running a ward that was supposed to be the nearest thing to
a psychiatric ward that the hospital had. But you’d wonder why
a psychologist would be in charge of it. He didn’t have enough
credentials for that. It’s like saying that an optometrist is
able to do the delicate eye surgery for cataracts! Well, anyway,
one day I heard outside of the room I had, the door was ajar,
and out in the center space around which were a lot of little
rooms, instead of having the beds all in the center space, I
heard the noisiest shouting. I thought that young fellow was
going berserk, except that his voice was not that low. So I
wandered out through the door and looked out and there in the
doorway of this poor guy’s room was Robert M. Lindner. His
shoulders were hunched down and his jaw was jutting out. He was
bawling this young guy out and it looked as though Robert M.
Lindner was feeling personally insulted. 

In the next few days I learned from a prison inmate psychiatrist,
a Jewish German refugee who was really qualified but who was in
for income tax evasion (ha-ha-ha-ha!), and he was in a white
coat, and he had a little rubber triangle inside a stainless
steel rod hooked around his neck so he looked like a doctor
equipped to examine reflexes. From him I learned that Lindner
had taken offense at this kid who had been grossly mistreated
sexually as a child by his mother. He was psychologically,
thoroughly, all messed up. Well, Lindner had caught him
masturbating. But why Lindner had to take offense at that, you
wouldn’t expect a professional to have it grate on his nerves
at all. He should have seen everything. I had watched Lindner
after he halfway calmed down and went out. As he went through
the outer door of the “Blue Room” into the hospital general
hallway, I could hear Lindner muttering some awfully angry
things under his breath. So he was really personally disturbed
by this young kid. So I wondered, how does he get off writing
such a book that was supposed to be so authentic? And the public
sees it as a best seller. 

He came in one time and tried to convince me that Jesus was a
simpering pseudo-mystic, an epileptic, and he gave a number of
quick diagnostic terms that were supposed to mean that Jesus was
not the kind of a person you’d trust with any veracity at all,
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that he was a completely addled person of no consequence. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It sounds like he was a rebel
without a cause.

Friend John R. Kellam: I wondered about that! And I asked him
from what source came his knowledge of the historic Jesus. I
said, “Did you get it through your own religious affiliations,
if you have any?” And he said, “I’m Jewish, but that’s not a
part of Judaism.” 

“Well,” I said, “any real knowledge of Jesus should have a lot
of Judaism in it because Jesus was a Jew. He came to help all
Jews be better Jews.” 

Lindner decided he didn’t want to go on with that conversation.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Was he a practicing Jew?

Friend John R. Kellam: I have no idea. On that we never
conferred. In fact at this I just wrote him off and didn’t ask
anybody about him.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I wouldn’t wonder. He sounds like
a case himself.

Friend John R. Kellam: I just thought of a very interesting
fellow I met in the “Blue Room.” He had been a naval petty
officer and his work was shoreside. He had been on vessels before
but he had a desk job in the Navy Department. One day after I
had played chess with him quite a few times — he was very
grateful to find someone who would play the game with him —
although I had rarely played it and didn’t really know much about
it except that the knights go two up and one over and the bishop
goes on his own color diagonally across the board as far as he
wants to or as far as he can and the king and queen have their
small motions and that was about as much as I knew about it. But
anyway, it seemed to help him that someone even of my meager
ability could move pieces because that let him think about the
game. That day he said he needed to think about something as
interesting as chess because otherwise he was going crazy
thinking about the way he got in there. Another navy officer who
was a good close friend of his had come to his desk and he said,
“I’ve got a problem at home. My son is not willing to think of
a military career. I’m not too happy about that and I would be
happy if he would come into the navy but he says he’s opposed
to war and he’s going to register as a conscientious objector.
I’ve tried to talk him out of it but I don’t want to be too heavy
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on him and I’m wondering how he could do what he feels he has
to do with the least amount of damage to his future life.”

So this navy officer with whom I’d gotten acquainted, hearing
that, told his friend, well maybe his son had better get himself
copies of all the Selective Service regulations and see what
might be in the minds of the Selective Service people he meets.
It might tell him what their responsibilities are and he knows
what he feels his responsibilities are and maybe he could soften
whatever blow is going to come to him because of his attitudes.
He said, “Everybody is entitled to this. We don’t have to agree
with him, in fact I don’t, but he had better look things up and
make himself as aware as possible.”

So his friend got the boy to go over to the government printing
office and get himself copies of those regulations. The boy went
to his draft board and they found out that he was extremely
knowledgeable about their business. He was a bright guy — a quick
study! So they asked him, “Who told you this was the way it was
supposed to be done?”

And they got him to blurt out that he’d read it in Book 4 of the
regulations, which is correct. Some of them knew enough of their
own regulations to verify it. Ha-ha! So they said, “Where’d you
get those?” 

He said, “Over at the printing office.” 

“Who told you that they’d be there?” 

“My father learned about it from another fellow at the navy
department.”

Well they looked that all up and they got those two officers and
they trumped up charges about their doing illegal kinds of draft
counseling. The FBI decided to claim that there was a ring of
draft dodger counselors working and these two were the ring
leaders. They concocted this big cock and bull story about it
and they got these two officers fired by the navy, discredited,
their pensions rescinded and cancelled. They were middle aged
men, well on their way towards a pension. Besides they charged
them in federal court and he was imprisoned in Lewisburg. There
was maximum publicity about it so their families felt ruined.
And here this guy was. His friend had gone somewhere else. They
were far separated and he was left wondering how in the world
he’d gone so far astray as to disgrace himself so utterly. He
really didn’t understand. So in between chess games when we were
talking I said, “The war makes victims out of everybody on this
side and on the opposite sides. Everybody is forced to do things
they wouldn’t have chosen. We are pressured by propaganda into
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professing kinds of patriotism whether we feel them or not and
once in a while they need a big scapegoat. By your friend
innocently coming to you, that set the cards up so that the FBI
could use you as a handy scapegoat. For the sake of the war, you
have been imprisoned, in order to inhibit other people from
exercising the freedoms they’re used to. The army guys get
traumatized by everything they have to go through even when they
are not injured. The families of killed veterans are told that
their boys were very glorious for what they ‘gave.’ Even the
Gold Star Mothers are propagandized into accepting their loss
with pride. Can you think of any way in which people are not
victimized by war? It’s just the roll of the dice. If it hadn’t
been you this guy had gone to, it would have been somebody else.
Or it might have been someone else’s son who discovered that he
was a conscientious objector. I look around at the Bureau of
Prisons. They are having to cope with all kinds of COs of every
sort. There seems to be no common denominator among us. They
can’t count on what we can do and what we can’t do. We are all
different just as people on the outside are different. So you
caught a particularly fast foul ball that was batted into your
corner, it was just a matter of chance and you just weren’t as
lucky as everybody else around. It could have hit anybody.”

Explaining it that way as just a way that war operates, to hit
everybody in various ways, he seemed to understand that kind of
an explanation and he calmed down a good deal. 

Well, when I finally got out, a year and a half later, Carol
said that she had had a letter from a woman somewhere who said
that her husband had met me at Lewisburg. We had had some talks
that settled him into having enough strength to last the war out
and seemed to clear him of all the mystery of how he got in
there. And he says that he probably would have killed himself.
She credited me with having helped him to cope with his fear.
That was amazing. I told Carol I remembered the fellow’s
personality. I even have a mental picture of his face, but I
can’t remember his name. I guess I thought I’d never see him
again. Now, why isn’t it that way with Dr. Lindner or Warden
Hiatt or the guard named Steininger? And a lot of others!

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, a while back you told me
you couldn’t remember their names either. So maybe the guy whose
face you have will soon come to the surface.

Friend John R. Kellam: It is possible. My file that has Carol’s
name on upstairs would still have that letter that she got from
that man’s wife. There was a lot of time spent in my observing
his state of extreme consternation and unjustified guilt — he
felt that he had betrayed his whole family by being idiotic in
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some way. He couldn’t quite figure out why it happened. But I
think that the military people thought they needed some kind of
a cause célèbre, somebody who could plausibly have been hung
with guilt even though in normal times what he did would be
considered perfectly reasonable and not at all disloyal. After
all, the Congress had set up the system so that it could be
regulated in a way that would work.

From my point of view, the whole Selective Service system was
totally wrong. Conscription, I think, is never justified. People
should be free to do right things, instead of forced to do wrong
things. I don’t mind regulation if it’s for some benign purpose,
but as a tool for doing the greatest possible damage to people
and their property, that’s what makes it horrible. Now from time
to time we get an administration in Washington devoted to the
task of helping the richest people become much richer and
leaving the poorest people forgotten and behind as though they
are supposed to fade away and not bother us anymore. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: And these people are so angry
that the intensification of the level of violence that we have
come to now with children shooting each other in schools is all
part of the high stress from the speed up of society. Everything
has gone faster and faster and children feel abandoned by their
parents.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and it’s easy to see ten murders a
night on the TV.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: We’re numb to it. We’ve become a
numb culture! 

Friend John R. Kellam: But the young kids think that looks pretty
real. They don’t always distinguish between reality and
somebody’s imagination. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It makes me wonder about these
boys who did go to Europe in the ’40s and they did kill people.
They must have done it in sort of a numb state, I think, that
some of those boys really were not just thrilled to kill these
people. They might have done it sort of like in a dream. They
had to do it and so they did it as though it were not real. And
then these movies were made that gave them the impression that
it was right, and so the thing just perpetuates itself.

Friend John R. Kellam: Isn’t it amazing that some people can go
through great adversity and great injury, suffer awful losses
and they seem to have their souls refined in the process.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: The Refiner’s Fire!

Friend John R. Kellam: There are other people who might endure
important losses of a relatively minor sort and they become
bitterly angry over it, full of feelings of revenge, trying to
get even, several times over. Why is this great contrast between
the ways adversities affect people and cause different
responses?

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, I like to think it can all
be helped. I like to think it came from somewhere way in the
beginning and there was loneliness and isolation for a child who
then didn’t learn, didn’t get socialized in good ways and it got
worse and worse. Then a child grows up to be so self-centered
and selfish, but they could be brought out of it in a community
that understood.

Friend John R. Kellam: I think it may be an opportunity for some
people like Gerhard Gutzat, if they can realize that war itself
was the enemy of all of us together. That might let him do some
useful work towards the ending of all wars.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I imagine that what you said to
him that day really might have planted a seed. It’s too bad, but
that is probably someone you would like to have heard from
somehow.

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, I’m getting so old now that a lot
of these people are dead, if they weren’t quite a bit younger
than I. I will soon be gone so I won’t get that chance. I was
beyond twenty-six before the draft began to get tough.

Selective Service registration lists were kept all during the
later Korean and Vietnam wars. I knew several young people who
didn’t register at all, including one son-in-law. And my second
wife’s sister’s grandson when I was visiting out there in
Michigan, where they lived, having been told a little of my own
history, he came to me at breakfast one morning and said, “Could
we take a walk together? There are some things I’d like to ask
you about.” So I said, “Well, sure.” So we took a nice long walk
for four or five miles maybe and he drew me out as to why some
people are COs and why some other people are not COs and what
does the government do about them. We went through a lot of the
philosophical and the practical aspects of consequences and all
that. And I guess he decided that he wouldn’t even register. He
would see if he needed to do anything particular to get lost.
So he was glad to have whatever information I could give him
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because he was already at a fairly young age, fifteen or sixteen,
and was already feeling concerned. His family, my second wife,
were part of the Church of the Brethren so they had some peace
background. They had family histories so they had the kind of
thinking opened for them before they got even to an age to do
it. They are luckier than most of us. 

I sort of got into it belatedly, but as soon as I realized how
I was about war, I wondered why it took so awfully long for me
to realize these things that are obvious. I felt foolish for
having taken overly long.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes. I did draft counseling
during the Vietnam War and I wondered how did it take me so long
but thank God I found the Friends. And that was all I knew,
nothing about the other peace churches, the Brethren or the
Mennonites. But I met Lee Stern right away and that was a good
person to meet, so I got off to a fast start!

Friend John R. Kellam: And Lynn Dodge, also at Milan, was
another. I saw his name as a surviving relative in an obituary
here in Providence. He was a tender soul too. A few weeks later
I called the family and I learned that he was still considered
a “black sheep” by many in his family and he had stayed away
from that funeral. 

There was a band leader named Bratcher80 who had the next bed to
mine for a while. I don’t remember his first name, but he had
the nickname of Washie because his band played late at night to
entertain people who came to hear his band at the Washington
Hotel, just across the street from the Treasury Department,
where you turn the corner to the left to go down Pennsylvania
Avenue towards the Capitol Building. The Treasury is close to
the White House. It’s on the back of one of our currency bills.
On the corner of 14th Street. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Oh yes.

Friend John R. Kellam: You know Washington well enough to
visualize that?

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Oh, yes, I do.

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, he was the leader of a little band
he had organized. They were entertaining people in the hotel,
evenings. These were very late —they went on from nine or ten
o’clock to one or two o’clock in the morning— so he slept all

80. Everett Malcolm Bratcher, as later research revealed.
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the rest of the morning. They would work on their music during
the afternoon and get to the hotel in the middle of the evening
and start entertaining folks. A lot of government officials
would go there, sometimes with their wives and families and it
was a kind of a nightclub. He used patriotic themes of one kind
or another, but he didn’t bore people too much with that. He
thought they were doing pretty good music but he had a hard time
staying awake sometimes in order to perform adequately in
leading his band. So, he took some Benadryl tablets sometimes,
under doctor’s prescription, and I don’t know whether it was
always with legitimate access, but there was enough officialdom
participating in this entertainment, the audience crowd, so that
it was considered to be helping the morale of the government.
So, he was given some deferments because they felt that this was
an essential occupation. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Was he black?

Friend John R. Kellam: No, he was a white fellow, sandy-haired,
short man, wore glasses and his beard wouldn’t grow much. It was
a kind of a brindly beard. Anyway, on somebody’s representation
he came under suspicion. Somebody who knew that he was using
“bennies” to keep awake with said that he was taking it in order
to show certain symptoms that might make him unacceptable for
military duty. So the suspicion was that he was a draft dodger.
If you wanted to get a drug addict, anybody had to say that he
was doing drugs in order to escape from the draft. He would
immediately be under suspicion and anything could happen to him.
So, he was brought up on charges and he tried to defend himself.
He had a pretty good income so he had a good lawyer, but the
lawyer didn’t prevail, so he found himself in the federal
penitentiary. And he was mad! He was terribly provoked. He had
a good thing going and it was earning him a lot of money and now
they took it all away. It cost him a lot for legal fees besides.
He was extremely angry about that. He came into that hospital
with some real ailments. I don’t know whether he had some
withdrawal symptoms or what, but he was almost eating himself
up with his own anger. All the other inmates quickly realized
that he had this terrible chip on his shoulder and unless they
really enjoyed tangling with somebody like that they had best
let him alone. He and I tangled only once, but he was tangling
repeatedly with some of the others. Others kept out of his way
completely. He would get a sudden impulse that he was
uncomfortable in some way. 

One cold night he got up and flipped around his desk into the
little aisle about this wide between the heads of our beds and
the little side tables we had between each bed and the next and
the window wall. And he went to the window right behind his bed
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and he threw it up, all the way to the half sash. Well, in
streamed the bitter winter weather. This was just about a year
before I was released and the weather was already cold at the
beginning of that winter. The room cooled down in a hurry. He
wasn’t saying anything or doing anything in his bed so about
fifteen or twenty minutes later people were starting to grouse
around the room. I slipped out of bed and went around and put
the window halfway down, quietly, thinking that if I slammed it
all the way down, Washie might go into a tizzy. I didn’t know
why he wasn’t freezing to death in his own bed! He was that close
to the same window. I hadn’t even reached my bed again, having
gone around the other end of the row, when he bounded out of
bed, yelled at me and punched me in the stomach and I went down.
All of a sudden two guys came up from the other side of the room
and started banging him around, slammed him in his bed and told
him to stay there or he’d be beaten up a lot worse. Then they
came over to me and got me up and checked me out to see if I was
hurt any worse than being out of breath. He was threatened with
a whole lot more if he ever did anything like that again. I could
see that he was not prison wise at all and he’d better wise up
or he might get himself killed in there.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, he had a little power
problem there!

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, well, one night, a couple of weeks
later, after things had simmered down and he seemed to get a
little more reasonable, I suddenly lost my vision from the
center line to the left, both eyes at once. Everything was clear
from the center to the right but everything was a blue-grey haze
from the center to the left. It was the same in both eyes. I
realized that I had had that once before, about two hours before
I had a migraine headache. It was bothering me during the evening
and when the doctor made his last rounds he came past my bed.
Somebody else had told him he’d better see me and mentioned this
peculiar vision problem. So he came over and said, “Is something
ailing you?” 

I said, “I had this loss of vision on the left side of each eye
about a half hour or so ago and now I’ve got this very strong
headache and I think it’s migraine and if it is I’m going to
have a tough time trying to sleep tonight. It’s pretty strong
and I’ve had it before.” 

“Well,” he said, “What have you been taking for it?”

I said, “I had some Cafergot.”

They were tablets containing caffeine and ergotamine, a tartrate
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combination in a tablet. “They don’t have any of that here, he
said, but I know one thing that will let you sleep and by the
morning you’ll be all over it because migraines are that short.
I’ll give you one.”

The prison doctor substituted codeine most effectively. It was
in a tiny pill, very small, and I said that I didn’t know if I
should take that. “Isn’t that addictive?” 

“Oh,” he said, “one won’t do it. You won’t have another migraine
for a long time probably. It’s only occasional with most
people.”

It was so with me. I don’t think I’ve had it more than four or
five times in my life.

So he gave me this one little tablet and I downed it with some
water, being assured by the doctor that it’s the repeated taking
of this that gets people hooked. He said that I wouldn’t have
any tendency for that. So I took it and I didn’t remember much
more before I was out and waking up in the morning. As I woke
up I realized that Washie Bratcher was staring at me from his
bed and as soon as he saw that I was definitely awake he swung
his legs over and he leaned over and he said, 

“John, were you pretending to be asleep last night?” 

“No!” I said, “I really had a good night’s sleep!” 

He said, “No, I don’t mean that. Right after you had that pill,
two minutes later I called your name to see if you were
pretending to be asleep and you didn’t respond at all! I can’t
believe it works that fast!”

Well, the result was so swift that Washie was intrigued to the
point of exasperation, poor guy! I thought, he must know
something about these addictive drugs if he knows that it takes
a lot more than that to put you out. I’d never had it before so
it would probably hit me a whole lot faster and harder than it
would hit him. I think he may have abused himself with illicit
drugs to the point that gave him a high tolerance, so he couldn’t
believe that a tiny narcotic tablet could give anyone such quick
relief, into sound sleep, from a fully developed migraine
headache. He must have been experimenting with a whole lot more
than these bennies. Ha-ha-ha! There was something of a drug
culture even that long ago. Ha-ha! 

Well, after I left Lewisburg and he had meanwhile gone somewhere
else, I’d lost sight of him, somehow he found out where I was.
I was in Washington for a while after my release. I lived in a
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house that our Friends’ Meeting owned on Kalorama Road, not far
from Florida Avenue. I got some kind of a card from him that had
some handwriting on it that was normal but there was just one
sentence that sounded like a bit of his old bitterness. He had
been trying to get re-established somehow in life and something
had bothered him intensely. So I wrote to him and I said, “I’ve
been thinking about you from time to time ever since we were
adjacent to each other at Lewisburg some time back. If you
sometimes are in the same frame of mind as you seemed to be very
strongly while you were there, it might be a very nice idea if
you would find somebody you can really trust who has some
technical knowledge of these things to help you with whatever
is bothering you. If it’s circumstances around here that seem
to go bad and you react very strongly more than most people
would, well that’s one thing. Or if you’re taking anything that
ought to be under prescription you might get some really good
help but make sure that it isn’t somebody who will rat on you
to the authorities. Some people might be able to tell you the
name of somebody who is really good along this line. Then once
you’re sure of who it is and a person of really fine reputation,
you might really need to trust that person thoroughly and let
him help you to a better life.”

I got one letter from him acknowledging mine and saying that it
sounded like very wise advice, and he was going to take it. But
I never had any other feedback from him later. He was a handy
scapegoat but not without possibly some real guilt on his part
for being a “druggie.”

We meet an awful lot of people in one lifetime. They become near,
then they are far away and sometimes they return and sometimes
they don’t. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Most of it can’t be helped.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, it’s all a matter of mostly chance.
But there’s a lot that people can make of opportunities, but
good opportunities and a firm insight into one’s own character
and the rest seems to be just plain luck!

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, you have to know what you’re
doing and do what you can!

Friend John R. Kellam: I conceive of humanity as a whole bunch
of little molecules from a gas, occasionally colliding but most
of the time passing each other. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Maybe that’s a definition of
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mysticism.

Friend John R. Kellam: I read a very interesting book a couple
of weeks ago — “Surfing the Himalayas.” The book is about a young
man who started surfboarding on snow, snowboarding, and he goes
into the mountains, the biggest mountains, and then he goes
overseas and looks for even bigger mountains and winds up in the
Himalayas. Sometimes he gets just perfect powder snow and
sometimes it isn’t so good. But he’s living it up on snow with
his snowboard. All of a sudden he’s coming down a slope real
fast and there’s an orange saffron-robed monk standing just
ahead of him. He’s so surprised that he forgets to put his
snowboard sideways and brake with his feet and turn away, and
he runs into this monk. It’s not full force as he’s almost
stopped and he just has enough momentum left to knock the monk
over. The monk picks himself up and dusts the snow off himself,
and then shows that he’s interested in this snowboarder, not for
his athletic experience, but as a person who is worth talking
with. He proceeds to tell him about the concepts that
enlightened monks are aware of. This book develops the whole of
Tantric Buddhism, by this monk taking a snowboarder to school,
on frequent meetings. In between, the snowboarder is up in the
mountains doing his thing. But there is apparently nothing of
importance in Tantric Buddhism that this book doesn’t mention
and describe. Some of their mysticism resembles what we can
learn about in Quaker history.

In the Fall of 1940, while at the MIT Graduate School, I attended
church oftentimes, a Congregational Church, the head minister
of which was a Reverend Carl Heath Kopf. One Sunday before the
service, I heard a conversation about his assisting intern
minister named Keith Kanaga and how he was a pacifist and that
because of this he was not going to be continued as the student
minister. So I spoke to the senior minister at the door on my
way out, saying that I would very strongly prefer to have the
young man continue, having taken a similar stand myself. He
suggested that I write Dr. Kopf a letter. So I wrote the letter
telling Dr. Kopf how much I valued the service we had been
getting from his assisting minister, and how sorry I was to learn
he was dismissed. Also, I concurred with Dr. Kopf’s expressed
sorrow about it during the service. Dr. Kopf wrote back
immediately, saying that my letter had reached him in the early
mail on a day when he was in a “blue funk,” and that it made him
feel ever so much better to hear from someone in the congregation
of the young man’s service and his own appreciation for the young
man’s stand about war. He asked for us to make an appointment
to get together, which we did. When he visited me he seemed to
be concerned principally about how firmly I was committed in
spite of whatever might befall me as a consequence. When I told
him that I didn’t know what the consequences might be, but I was
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in it on a come-what-may basis, and that I didn’t think that I
was likely to be deterred by any authorities, he seemed
relieved. He said that he had similar feelings of reassurance
about the assistant minister and the strength of his
convictions. So that’s another story that precedes my
imprisonment that has some bearing on it. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: What year would this have been?

Friend John R. Kellam: This would have been in 1940, after my
summer in Southbridge when I had come to realize that I wasn’t
properly part of any war.

There was a man who had lost his power to walk because of feeling
very oppressed and violated. This was an Indian, an American
Indian, another inmate at Lewisburg, who had resisted routine
inoculation for whatever disease, inoculations that were given
to any inmate whose history wasn’t firm that he had had such an
inoculation recently enough. He resisted on the basis that his
Indian religious faith was very strong against taking anything
into his body that was not generated inside his body from normal
food. Anything injected would be a poison and would have dire
side-effects. It was not to be permitted, but the prison
authorities had insisted and against his most strenuous physical
resistance they had injected some kind of vaccine into one of
his buttocks where it would be absorbed in a way that medical
science says is proper. He was so violated in opposition to his
conscience and his religious spirituality that he lost all power
in that leg on that side and he simply could not walk. He had
no strength left. The doctors dismissed this as so much hysteria
and of course every prisoner is supposed to conform to whatever
demands are made by the authorities over all the inmates. We
should not presume to question their judgment because they were
in control and virtually owned us for the duration of our
sentences. Now this man was in a private room at the time and
he soon was thrown out into the ward. He was bedridden so his
food was brought to him on a tray and put on his little side
table. There didn’t seem to be any other disability but he was
absolutely convinced that he could not walk. To me this
indicated the complete insensitivity of the prison officials to
any matters of religious conscience. They were completely
indifferent to him as they were to me. It all fit.

About a month or two after I was transferred to Lewisburg, I was
out of the private room and out of the “Blue Room” of the regular
hospital and in the ward, in one of the rows of beds, I became
aware that one of the inmates in a private room was middle-aged,
or perhaps even elderly, a black man who had a very heavy torso
and very spindly legs, showing atrophy from disuse. The only way
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he ever moved out of that room was by wheelchair. It became his
turn for me to visit him, as I did, occasionally, visit everybody
in sight. I learned what he was willing to volunteer to me. Among
those things was the fact that he had been injured at some point
in his criminal activities in a way that had almost destroyed
the nerves passing through one shoulder. Those nerves were held
in place, he said, by metal clips because otherwise they were
vulnerable to more injury. He had to be careful how he slept at
night and he had to warn people how to move him and how not to
move him because he would get terrible spasms as those nerves
might be affected by certain motions. While I was getting
somewhat acquainted with him, I noticed that his bare arms and
lower legs were very scaly with whitish grey scales that seemed
to be very loose so I asked him if that was part of the
condition. 

“Oh,” he said, “no, that’s because they haven’t felt as though
they dared to give me a bath. For a long time — I haven’t had a
bath in months! I’m filthy.”

Well we talked about other matters and later on we returned to
that. 

I said, “Well, it’s not healthy for you. You’ve got to bathe
occasionally, but maybe you don’t need it as often as the rest
of us because you’re not as active, but you shouldn’t have a lot
of dead skin simply floating on the surface of your body and you
need to be really clean once in a while!” 

He said, “Oh, don’t I know it!”

So maybe the second or third time I visited him was when we
gravitated to that again. Not only did he appear that way, but
he was quite odorous, as you might expect!

I said, “Do you suppose, since nobody else is available, it might
be possible for us together to be careful enough so that you
could get in and out of the shower. If you have enough strength
in your legs to keep standing in there without collapsing, why
don’t we try it and see if you really can get yourself clean,
with or without any help from me.”

So that did get attempted and we were successful. The only part
he needed me to reach was the middle of his back. He could take
care of everything else. We got him very carefully back into his
wheelchair and back into his room. We did it again after two or
three weeks and that time I had enough presence of mind to get
his wheelchair cleaned up so that he wouldn’t be sitting in his
own dead skin particles! He was very appreciative that he had
found somebody who was willing to take that much helpful
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interest in him, by doing something that even the doctor didn’t
ask any of the inmate orderlies to help with. He was moved out
of the hospital after a while and I don’t know whether he was
transferred elsewhere and went into the general population, but
as an invalid in a wheelchair, I don’t see where else they could
have put him at Lewisburg. What happened to him is only a matter
of speculation because the grapevine wasn’t forthcoming.

There was one occasion when I was told that a certain inmate
wanted to meet me and had something to talk to me about. I found
out which room he was in and it was one of the private rooms in
that wing of the hospital. When I went in there, it turned out
that he was a tall, wiry black man of maybe thirty-five or forty
who had had a pretty rough life outside pursuing whatever crimes
he was in and he had noticed me as a young man of somewhere
around thirty and it had occurred to him what fun it would be
to have sex with me.

“Well,” I said, “I don’t think that’s going to happen!” 

He said, “What would you do if I decided to insist on it?” 

I said, “Well, I think this meeting is just about over, but I
can tell you that I have no idea what I would do or what would
happen but I have half an idea that whatever happens is probably
not going to be very pleasant for either of us.” 

I just waited to see what next he would say and he didn’t seem
to get his thoughts together about that so I said, “O.K, so long.
I might see you sometime and maybe not.”

I didn’t feel I owed anything to the administration of the prison
any more than on any other occasion, so I never mentioned that
to anybody. Apparently he appreciated my not ratting on him
right away. I didn’t get him into any trouble. He got whatever
he was there for attended to and then went back out into the
general population and I never saw him again or heard from him
again. So that was that.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: How can you explain the wisdom
that came to you? That was a real traumatic situation that to
my way of thinking would have made me go just numb, or have a
panic attack! I would have been speechless! I would have had to
be fortified with learned creative responses to violence. Had
you had any kind of clues or warning that something of this kind
could happen? 

Friend John R. Kellam: I didn’t have a chance to think about how
wise or how foolish it was. I was in prison, mostly not in my
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own control. I didn’t decide what I was going to eat, or decide
much else. I still had kept more responsibilities than Corbett
Bishop had. But I was in for whatever the duration was, doing
the best I could and I had accepted the fact that anything could
happen that could not be anticipated. So as each situation
happened, I did whatever I felt able and meant to do with the
expectation that I would have to do my best and let it go at
that. Whatever happened. And that was a kind of mode that I was
in. So when he came at me with this idea, I just continued as
previously, as I would have if some guard had threatened me one
way or another. I just said what came to me, hoped for the best,
and for a while wondered if there was any more going to happen
connected to that. But it was still “come what may” and I was
hoping, not only for my own sake, but also for his, that he
wouldn’t get us into a real fix.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That’s the key, that you
considered him as well as you. You had a love for him, as a love
for the enemy, rather than a feeling that he was an obnoxious
creep. You felt for him as another human being and you felt with
compassion.

Friend John R. Kellam: One thing that I was aware of was that
he was no different from a white man who might be threatening
me in the same fashion. He was hung up by his own urges in prison
and no decent way of satisfying his strong feelings of
masculinity, no women around, so here’s a pretty boy. A lot of
white prisoners are under those same feelings that they were
under overwhelming pressure. It’s odd that so many more men than
women feel driven by their gonads! 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, the male is different from
the female.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, somehow it seems unfair. That’s only
part of the whole background of the experience, and it makes me
wonder about that. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, you wonder if it’s all part
of the Divine Plan.

Friend John R. Kellam: It seems a part of the Plan that’s a
little less than Divine!

In a way, I saw myself in a role representing principles and
truths of religious spirituality in a world that had gone so
berserk and violent. I had that strongest feeling that no matter
how many others there were, doing the same kind of thing
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generally, or similar things, there needed to be one more
(role). And this role had better be carried off the very best
way I knew. Perhaps with luck and guidance it would be better
than my best. 

Getting out was very traumatic. Suddenly there were cars
whizzing around in a way that I didn’t remember. Traffic was
much heavier. People had quicker tempers and shorter patience.
All the friends we had in Washington, and in the Friends
Committee on National Legislation, where I worked for the first
year of its life, 1943, accompanied and brought my wife and
daughter to the railway station to meet me. They had been told,
somehow, probably by the warden’s office, which train they
thought I would be on. There must have been fifteen or twenty
people. So we had quite a party that evening. Raymond Wilson had
his group and Jeanette Hadley was with us. Sam Levering was down
in Virginia so he wasn’t among them. There were just the four
of us in FCNL at that time. All four names are signed on that
poster at the far end of the room. I’m the only survivor among
the four. There are only four posters signed. We each got one
of them. 

It was interesting that no one since then, until yourself, has
ever systematically drawn me out on my wartime experience. The
war was in many ways so awful that I think the whole world would
like to forget it. I can understand that. It’s like pulling teeth
for the Holocaust Museum staff and Sam Spielberg to be
interviewing the few survivors of the extermination camps to
tell their stories. They are collecting them and it’s almost too
late because in another ten or twenty years the last of them
will be gone. 

There’s one reason why I’m not more impressed with the
unusualness of this kind of sacrifice, and that is that I’ve
grown up in a country that is chock full of windfalls and
wipeouts. I had a wipeout there and I had to recover from it.
It took quite a few years before I was on my feet again and even
able to support a family and do a little saving in order to
prevent becoming either a public charge or an expense to my own
descendants, if I ever reached old age. The judge who had
sentenced me announced that he was going to give me the absolute
maximum penalty because he felt that I was one of the worst of
all the draft dodgers. So he prescribed five years of
imprisonment and in addition, he said, a fine of one thousand
dollars. Looking back, I think he probably kicked himself all
over the next day or two when he reviewed and found out that he
could have said ten thousand. The other nine I wouldn’t have had
because I didn’t own that much. But if he was trying to make a
greater example of me he could have said more. He had been bawled
out by a Jehovah’s Witness one week earlier in his own courtroom.
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Jehovah’s Witnesses were mostly considered to be spurious
ministers because the whole congregation claimed to be
ministers. Judges were not likely to credit that, especially
since those ministers had decided that they were to be exempted
as much as anybody who had done doctorate work in ministry before
taking a congregation. Ha-ha! Anyway, this Jehovah’s Witness got
up and declared himself a minister and that he was entitled to
be exempt from any war, except Armageddon. He said, “If
Armageddon comes you’ll see how much of a soldier I’ll be — I’ll
be one of the best fighters in the country! But not for any other
kind of a war!”

Well, by definition he wasn’t a CO because he wasn’t opposed to
all wars! Ha-ha-ha! To get legalistic about it, that is! Ha-ha-
ha! Anyway, he said some things that were very upsetting to the
judge. It characterized the judge’s authority as being
nonexistent. Now, you don’t do that to judges without
consequences! So the judge threw the book at him and I guess
from what my lawyer who wanted to defend me told me, that judge
probably decided that any other draft dodger who came before him
was going to get the book too. Ha-Ha-Ha! The judge was super
patriotic for one additional reason and that was because of the
J.W.’s tirade! The war makes victims of all of us including that
judge. He had to suffer the indignity of being called down by
some young whippersnapper claiming to be a minister of the
Gospel. Ha-ha! Poor guy! Some people just haven’t any respect
for the black robes of a judge! Ha-ha-ha-ha! 

Well, the fine was partly collected. They got the car which I
had told Carol belonged to her because I wasn’t going to be able
to use it probably for the rest of its life as a five year
sentence was possible and seemed likely. And it did come. So,
she should have the car’s title transferred to her and use it
for as long as she might be able to support a car and gain any
convenience from it. Well, the judge gave the FBI the duty to
go collect it and I don’t know whether they got the key to it
from Carol or whether they simply hot-wired it and drove it away.
They could probably have gotten the Pontiac company to give them
a key for that car. Anyhow, we never saw it again. Oh, let’s
see, that was an eight year old car at the time so it only had
maybe three or four hundred of those days’ valued dollars left
in it. The car, in 1936, had cost my mother nine hundred and
thirty-six dollars. We had been all the way out west and back
and when she was not going to be able to keep a car anymore, she
gave it to us when Carol and I were married. So it went to the
government as part payment on the thousand dollar fine. Then
they went after my checking and savings account at the Co-Op
Credit Union in Toledo. I think they may have gotten a hundred
dollars out of that checking account. The savings account they
didn’t tap and the credit union went broke. It failed and it
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wasn’t decided how much they could pay per dollar to all their
depositors. The federal government was not able to collect any
of that money because it was all in escrow, in other court
proceedings. They never did get any of it. Eventually, after
several more years when I got out, and while I was at PennCraft,
working for the American Friends Service Committee, the Credit
Union paid something like seventy-five or eighty cents on the
dollar to all depositors. So we got most of that back and the
federal government never got a dime. Ha-ha-ha! I never thought
they were entitled to my contributing! I didn’t think they were
entitled to the possession of my body during those twenty-two
and a half months. They were another kind of a kidnapper and if
they had left the way open, I would have felt free to take to
my heels and get back to my family, ignoring the fact that they
might pick me up again. I felt no responsibility whatever to a
war-corrupted court or a war-corrupted law enforcement
machinery, especially one whose officers were willing to lie
about me outrageously under oath in a courtroom. Justice was
stood on its tail. So the courts, the public, the COs, the GIs,
GI parents and friends, and all the other people in the country
and in a way even the profiteers who were avariciously gathering
up the dollars from the war material procurement machinery were
corrupted and therefore in a way victimized by the war. I don’t
think the country had anybody in it who wasn’t victimized in
some fashion. The whole world suffered. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That’s a very key point. You
transformed yourself into being someone who was not a victim.
It’s about not being a victim.

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, but the consequences that happened
to me, the wipeout, where I was broke and owing whereas I had
some savings before — I had saved about a thousand dollars from
my work as a child in my father’s drugstore, delivering at five
cents per delivery, whether it was half a block or a dozen blocks
away, medications and many other things. And later on I worked
for thirty-five cents an hour, then forty or forty-five, I had
saved up a whole thousand dollars, having spent very little of
it. My mother sometimes worried that I didn’t know the value of
money because I didn’t ever spend any! Ha-ha-ha-ha! Anyway, that
was gone at the war’s end, by the time I was released, about
fifteen months later. The war ended in August and at the end of
November, 1946, the last day of November, I was released, broke
and owing. 

The first time I drove a car, I wondered if I would even remember
enough about it not to make horrible blunders in this terrible
press of traffic. I was astonished to find out within the first
day or two that I could accommodate. I was still in my earliest
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thirties and so I found it was like riding a bicycle, you never
really lose the knack! But I did have to watch a whole lot more
carefully and I was very nervous for quite a while until I was
more confident that I could do it without some terrible blunders
of inattention. I remember the first time I went out from a
friend’s home, somewhere in the Northwest section of Washington,
walking about three blocks to pick up a newspaper and some little
items like toothpaste or maybe some ice cream, the things that
you’d get in a drugstore, and paid some money that Carol gave
me for that trip, and to get the proper change and bring it back
to the house seemed very strange to be doing that under nobody’s
supervision! Freedom is almost traumatically strange after being
out of circulation for even less than two years!

But I was relatively fortunate. I had a sense of mission to
support and sustain me. That was extremely important. Carol and
I had discussed in advance a lot of the “what ifs” and “what
might happens” — what if they don’t let us correspond freely?
A tight censorship might even cut us off from each other in every
way. If they refuse to let us have our letters delivered to each
other, we might have to give it up and not keep kicking against
the bricks of misfortune that that involves. Her mother didn’t
understand that at all. She became extremely critical of me —
and Carol was living with her.

We live in a country where freedom and democracy is believed to
be real by our public but when we are experienced enough we find
out that sometimes it isn’t so real. Even presidents after a
short time in office find out who their real bosses are, and
it’s not the electorate. So some of freedom and democracy, even
in this country, is illusion. We have a lot of work to do to
perfect it. 

I had worked for the Friends Committee on National Legislation
for more than a year, from 1943 up until I was married, in August
1944, and I think FCNL continues to be just as faithful and just
as strong in speaking truth to power as it ever has been. They
have a larger staff, they are speaking with a stronger voice and
under the same kind of special guidance as they began with. I
think FCNL has not become any weaker even though the other
lobbying powers that beset government people, elected and
appointed, have become even stronger than they were back when
FCNL started. They are strong in rough proportion to the money
involved and Congress bows abjectly before the power of money. 

The Reverend Thomas E. Ahlburn, of the Benevolent Congregation
Church in Providence, now retired, is a minister friend of mine
who was very much with me and others in the equal housing
opportunity legislative movement in Rhode Island. One day Tom
picked me up and gave me a ride downtown. We talked a bit and
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somehow the subject came up of church and state separation, and
shouldn’t that work both ways. I said that I think this may be
one of the very few ways in which communication isn’t and
shouldn’t be a two-way street. I think religious bodies and
other kinds of civic groups should always be telling government
—just as individuals should— how they think government ought to
behave. Government should be very careful never to tell the
religious groups how they should behave. This means it’s a one-
way street of attempted influence. That is properly a one-way
street. Well, Tom said, that’s the first time I’ve ever heard
it explained like that. He said, there’s something in this for
me to think about. He had heard something he hadn’t expected to
and he thought maybe it was right. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: This is the very argument
pertaining to the current president’s Faith Based Initiatives.
That’s the FCNL issue that I am concentrating on at this time.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes. There’s never any government
money without strings.

Those strings, I think, would very soon, if not from the very
beginning, be violating the whole principle of separating church
from state influence, while leaving the reverse wide open. 

It’s been interesting to see the progression of FCNL since
Raymond Wilson retired. He wrote a couple of books. One of them
mentions me because it’s historical, about the FCNL’s work. With
a couple of minor errors, it says things that are mostly correct
about me! Anyway, I guess he enjoyed having me working for him
and I very much enjoyed being with him and, most of the time,
with Jeanette Hadley. She was very quick and I was more
deliberate. We sort of grated on each other in ways because of
a difference in pace. There were times when she was quite
impatient with me in ways that I didn’t feel were quite
justified. I spoke to him only once about that. 

I said, “Raymond, you’re a deliberate and thoughtful person. You
don’t flip around with ideas. What you say has a lot of good
sense and logic to it and it’s very persuasive. It seems to me
that Jeanette Hadley has a very different kind of personality
than yours as well as than mine. How do you get along so very
well with her, and everybody else I know of?”

Raymond said that he’d tried all his life to get along well with
a great variety of people, if he was willing to listen to whoever
it is and to cope as well as he could with some of those who
seemed kind of difficult. I thought that was a wonderful answer. 
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A few years later, I was working for the American Friends Service
Committee in its subsidiary called Friends Service,
Incorporated, helping coal miners who wanted to build their own
homes in their spare time, when they were only partly employed
(they had been completely unemployed earlier). Their fathers
built a group of stone houses in the farm adjoining the one that
I had gone out to manage. I had only eight homesteaders building
their houses, homesteading families. There were fifty in the
original group, six and a half times as many. It was a place
called PennCraft, in Southwest Pennsylvania.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: What year was this?

Friend John R. Kellam: I went out there in 1947 and stayed there
until 1950. Then I put out my resume and was looking around for
a position wanting to get back into my profession of city
planning. I worked at PennCraft for subsistence wages and I did
truck driving, materials delivering, building techniques
teaching, technical and administrative accounting, and later on
some land subdivision surveying. I was accounting for dollars
spent on materials and manhours of labor that were exchanged by
the various homesteaders working on each others’ houses at
times, keeping two sets of books. Manhours and dollars. The
capital for that whole project had been originally contributed
by the owners of the big idle coal mines and the mine workers’
union. They put in equal amounts and the American Friends
Service Committee made this project out of it where the miners
borrowed the cost of the materials, did their own labor, built
their own houses and paid off for the materials over time on a
contract per deed basis. Eventually when they made their last
payment, we delivered their deed, meaning that they were the
sole owners of the property that they had created.

Well, fresh out of prison, after a very short time with the
National Council for Prevention of War, I was told that the
American Friends Service Committee was looking for a new project
manager at PennCraft. They had a young fellow just starting who
within two or three weeks felt overwhelmed by his job so much
that even with just a suitcase to carry, leaving a small
trunkfull of stuff behind, he went out on the highway and
hitchhiked all the way to his home in Minnesota, without notice
to anybody. He was made almost sick by his job because it was
just too much. I had more technical information about building
included in my architectural training, even though I had never
had any responsibility on a building job. The only practical
experience I had ever had was from climbing all over new
construction and watching the workmen, talking with them and
seeing how they did things. This, along with talking sometime
with the designing architect, was the only practical supplement

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

to my theoretical design, mathematics and mechanical studies in
college. 

Anyway, I went to PennCraft knowing that this other fellow had
left that way. When they hired me, they got in contact with him
and said that his successor had been acquired and would show up
at a certain date. Would he, therefore, knowing that he would
not be expected to continue, with that assurance, would he then
be willing to come back for a week or two and help to break me
in to the job? I would be otherwise just as ignorant of what I
was facing as he had been. With his help, I would be more likely
to be able to continue for as long as needed at PennCraft. So
he did come back and, incidentally, he did pick up his trunk!
He stayed with me for just one week. It was the minimum time
that he’d had to promise! Maybe ten days, maybe two weeks, but
he wasn’t sure of that. So I had to learn as fast as possible
how to pick up his loose ends. Just as he had, as soon as I
realized what was pending, what was facing me, I felt as if I
was forty days behind in my work on the first day! He had had
that same feeling, so I wondered whether I would really be able
to stick to it. But then I had my whole family out there so I
had to stick with it no matter how difficult it was. Also I knew
that I could go through a difficult experience.

I had more self confidence than I had before prison. But I had
been so physically indolent, except for just the walking around
daily, and that wasn’t overall exercise. Real exercise was the
kind of work I had to do, filling that truck full of materials,
delivering it, most of it not being dumped on site. It was a
dump truck and I could only dump sand and gravel and other bulk
things. I couldn’t even dump cinder blocks without their
breaking, so I had to lift them onto the tailgate and then get
down and lift them off the tailgateful and stack the blocks. I
found myself doing physical work far beyond my ability to manage
and I got exhausted every day. Sometimes I just had to give up,
go back into the office and resume bringing man-hours up to date
in the accounting books. 

Homesteaders were trading labor with each other, working on each
other’s houses part of the time, whenever there needed to be
more hands involved than just one or two, a man and his wife,
usually, or an older son. Sometimes I came back to get caught
up on my dollar accounting in another set of books and to do
some planning and calling to arrange for supplies to pick up,
because I just could not do any more physical work that morning,
or that whole day, and I had to hope I’d have more strength in
the morning.

There was one time I remember when I was in the basement of the
big barn that held some of our stock of materials. The whole job
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just felt so utterly overwhelming that I broke down and cried.
Loudly! Thank goodness there wasn’t anybody to hear me! If any
homesteader had happened by, he would have thought I’d gone
crazy. Agh! After that outburst, in which I just spent it all,
I just sat there a while, very quietly, and just thought and
thought. All the alternatives were bad, even worse than staying
on and struggling. I hadn’t had time yet to feel any stronger.
I felt as if I was becoming weaker instead of stronger, because
of my exhaustion. So I thought, well, if I’m going to live
through this, I’m going to do a little less so that I might be
able to gather a little strength. As soon as I might feel a
little bit stronger than I did last week, I’d be on my way up
and that would give me a glimmer of light at the end of this
tunnel. The basement of that barn was absolutely dark way back
in and I had picked the darkest spot of all to do my wailing! I
thought my mood should have been as black as my surroundings,
or vice versa.

Well, I became stronger, but these coal miners were very strong
fellows. There was only one of them that had left coal mining
to do teaching because he had the right combination of strength
and intellect to teach school. But these other fellows were real
burly types. Some of them had been descendants of Welsh coal
miners and their fathers and grandfathers had been in the coal
mines of western Pennsylvania. Those were soft coal mines. They
were a rough lot. They could size up a little weakling pretty
quickly, and that’s what I felt like. Ha-ha-ha! One of these
fellows had been in to see me about something or other and he
saw some boards that had been in the barn. He thought very
suddenly that I had stolen them from the project stock for my
personal use, and he said so.

I said, “Come into my office, Jim. I will show you that I have
charged these materials out to myself, three boards, ten footers
and a couple of dozen bricks. You can count them if you want to.
They’re all here on the invoice. The invoices are all serially
numbered. Any auditor from Philadelphia would know whether I had
stolen ten cents worth or not.”

Well, he went away as if he was frustrated, so I felt that he
had set his cap against me somehow.

One evening a short time later I was in a little sawmill shed
preparing some other lumber for use somewhere on the project for
one of the other homesteaders who had a full time job and he
didn’t have very much time left, so I was helping him out a bit.
In walked this young coal miner, the son of an older homesteader
on the previous project of fifty houses — I had only 14 being
built, plus the rehabilitation of the old farmhouse I was living
in, a house that had been built in 1812. He came in with a couple
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of personal friends of his. I didn’t recognize them and I don’t
think I ever saw them later. But he started to bawl me out in
front of them. I felt that he was grandstanding to them to show
them how tough he could talk. I don’t think I should tell you
exactly what he said! He was more colorful than anything I’d
heard in prison! Anyway, I let him wind down. Ha-ha! James Shaw
was his name, and he had a brother building a house next door
to him, on the next lot. 

I said, “Jim, I’ve never heard any expression like that one and
I’ve heard quite a bit! (I didn’t tell him where!) I’ve really
got to admire a fellow that can put language together that way!
You certainly told me where I stand, in your opinion. I’ve heard
you completely and I don’t think I’ll ever forget the kind of
language you know how to speak.”

Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! It sort of non-plussed him. He didn’t know what
to make of a guy who would take the worst insults he could
deliver without calling him all kinds of names in return. He’d
never met anybody like me. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So did anybody at PennCraft know
that you had been in prison?

Friend John R. Kellam: No. Well, the assumption that I made —
and I was never guided on this by anyone else — not even by
Hurford Crosman, who was my boss in Philadelphia — I just assumed
that this rough bunch of coal miners would be completely
following the conventional wisdom about the patriotic duty of
people in war. I really didn’t want to knock my function in the
head by declaring myself openly to this bunch of fellows. It
wouldn’t help them. It certainly would make my job worse than
if they accidentally found out about this. So I didn’t say a
word about where I had been. Lewisburg was the other side of the
world as far as they knew. I don’t think they ever knew anybody
who had been in a federal prison. They would do petty things
that they might occasionally have been jailed for, if the
sheriff had known about it, but they weren’t into any anti-
patriotic crime. I think this would have shocked them.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: They probably would not have
believed it!

Friend John R. Kellam: I think Jim Shaw might have found
something even worse to say about me or to me than he did that
evening.

I was there three years before I got the position I had in
Providence in urban renewal, redevelopment and a little later,
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back in long range city planning. I retired from that after
thirty-one and one half years with a pretty nice pension, more
than seventy percent of the average of my final three years’
salary rate. I arrived in Providence in 1950, with my family,
having completed my work at PennCraft. Meanwhile, one of the
mayors in the middle years of my career had so put a threatening
fright into the city employees that most of them were anteing
up handsomely toward the mayor’s re-election campaign. The union
suddenly found itself able to sign up on the first day over eight
hundred of us. Eventually they had about three quarters of the
three thousand city employees signed up. Under the labor laws
they became our representatives. One of their agreements with
the city, working from a position of power, was that the city
would buy back our time, back to the day we were each hired, as
if we had each been contributing union dues ever since. So, we
were full fledged members of the union and we had the regular
schedule of pensions due us whenever eventually we retired, with
minimum age for such retirement. If we retired earlier there
would be shavings off that rate, the union kind of standard
contract. But this was a big windfall. I think it was enough
that it ultimately compensated for the wipe-out I’d had during
the war. I was compensated in another way. The effective tax
rate for me in the early years was about ten percent income tax.
There was no Rhode Island income tax then. The federal income
tax took about ten percent of my gross pay and there was no
recompense for that. The government was buying bombs all the
time and fighting the cold war. I felt that tax was being taken
from me for purposes that I could not agree with. If I had
decided to, that could have given me a feeling of quite a lot
of guilt. I understood very well those people who were in
occupations that gave them an income so low that although they
could subsist on it, they wouldn’t owe any federal taxes going
for warfare and planning for future wars threatening everybody
else on earth if they didn’t do our bidding. If we got mad enough
we could annihilate whole countries. We were not that much
different from the Germans. A lot of us had the same backgrounds
in countries that were chronically at war.

Europe was a big crossword puzzle of ethnic types that had been
displaced by war as survivors of greater and smaller holocausts.
Well, along came the lottery and Rhode Island looked forward
officially to getting about half of its tax money from the
lotteries. Some of it was given to the cities. I remember a
bumper sticker that said, — “I’m for the lottery — let the fools
pay my taxes!” So I thought of a rationalization that was handy.
Maybe a tenth of my salary comes federally and state, through
city, from taxes that I don’t approve of, paid to the federal
government that does warfare, but maybe the same tenth of my
salary gets paid by this awful, socially destructive state
lottery. So maybe my dirty money intake goes to dirty money
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outgo. The lottery is paying my war taxes! What a handy thought!
Ha-ha-ha! True rationalization! But I could live on the clean
part of my money and my family wouldn’t be suffering any longer
on account of my principles. Maybe I really didn’t need to knock
my future in the head by doing my job well, getting paid in clean
and dirty money and letting the dirty part of that money get
confiscated by federal taxation that I wished didn’t have to go
there to buy bombs. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That sounds like Eastern
philosophy.

Friend John R. Kellam: I don’t know where it came from.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Where did it lead to?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, I had an interesting career. I put
aside enough to pay Social Security and my medical expenses
through Medicare, and that percentage was rising all the time,
from two and a half or three percent to eight percent by the
time I was done, in spite of federal income tax rates that were
still pretty high even though we weren’t fighting any war except
the cold war. We were trying to break the whole financial
structure of the Soviet Union by going half broke ourselves
during those cold war years, wasting an awful lot of our
resources in military hardware and other supplies. I put aside
enough, even so, to be building equity and beginning to invest.
In 1952, only two years later, I got a family windfall when my
mother died; and what money was left out of her inheritance from
my father came to me and to my brother in equal portions. I
received some sixty shares of Norwest Corporation worth then
thirty-six dollars a share, and there was about a six thousand
dollar cash settlement of her estate. I put that six thousand
into buying half of this house, almost. I bought it for a little
over thirteen thousand. Now the assessment is one hundred forty-
six thousand, seven hundred. Twelve times as many smaller
dollars, but they’re not that small. When I married Ann, she
suggested that we invest in Pax World Fund and that has been the
cleanest investment I’ve had. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: This detail is all very important
because people will want to understand about your character,
what kind of a person you are, especially any reader who starts
out judging you stereotypically as an irresponsible “draft
dodger.” This is so important for people to know that it was
people like you who did what you did.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yeah, I’d rather not be seen as a simple-
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minded iconoclast.

I had two very long fasting periods. One was after communication
had been cut off and no more mail could go between me and Carol
unless I agreed to write about only what the prison authorities
would approve of. I was force-fed for some time, just as Corbett
Bishop was. The gunk that they poured into us was extremely
constipating. So there were some trials involved in that. He was
either released or transferred out of there so I didn’t see him
anymore. Then I was ultimately transferred to Lewisburg because
Milan didn’t want to monkey with me anymore. Ha-ha! I was a
pretty strange egg in Milan. They considered me a bad influence
because the whole population knew that there was a guy who wasn’t
working and he’s not eating, that they’re force feeding him, and
that kind of thing gets mentioned all over the place because
there were inmate orderlies even in that section of Milan. So
they thought as long as I was there, I wasn’t a very good
influence on the population that had all kinds of speculations
about me and about the officials’ frustration over me. For a
while, I was getting some scuttlebutt out of inmates saying that
I was likely to be sent to Leavenworth or to some extreme medical
center near there in the midwest, from which I might never emerge
alive. Those were the inmate rumors. Of course inmate rumors are
sometimes on the button and sometimes very wild mythology. I had
to accept all of it with that kind of a grain of salt. 

So I finally got sent to Lewisburg, and I told you about the way
the travel was. I was in the back seat of a car with leg irons
on, from Milan, Michigan to half-way across Pennsylvania — it
was almost five hundred miles, whatever it is, and it took all
of a long day. There were no freeways then so we slogged through
the middle of every city and town. They only took one break and
that was for lunch. And they asked me if I’d like to go in and
have a good lunch with them. They were allowed to treat me at
government expense for a lunch that I’d be otherwise missing. 

I said, “Well I’ll be willing to consider it, maybe.” 

They said, “We’d have to have your assurance that without any
leg or hand restraints you would not try to escape. We don’t
want to chase you or shoot you or have an escape attempt on our
hands. But we know what you’re in for. We know that whatever the
prison authorities have had by way of inconvenience, it hasn’t
been by any means, a bad or perfidious action on your part. So
if you give us your word, we’ll take you in. You are not wearing
prison garb so you will not stand out in a crowd. As far as
they’re aware, we’re just three guys coming in to have some
lunch. We’ll get back in the car and resume our trip afterward.
We’d be able and we are authorized to trust you that far. Would
you agree?” 
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“Well,” I said, “I don’t think that I belong under your authority
as your captive. I have never acknowledged the validity of the
system that has kidnapped me and is still holding me. I don’t
think that I should give you any such word, because if I did,
I’d have to live up to it. But if I saw an opportunity to run
back to my family, I would feel morally free to take it.” 

“Well,” they said, “All right, we’re going to have to leave you
in the car with the leg irons on and we’ll have to handcuff you
too. We’ll have to lock the car in a way that you could not get
out of even with hobbling. One of us is going to have to go in
to lunch and bring a lunch out to the other because you’re far
more likely to escape from one of us than from two. But we don’t
particularly like it that we can’t go in to enjoy a lunch
together, the two of us, if not the three.”

“Well, I’m sorry about that but that’s the way I feel.”

Eventually we got to Lewisburg and I was processed in without
cooperating in that process either. Ha-ha! 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Of course the noble tradition is
that the first duty of the prisoner is to escape.

Friend John R. Kellam: For prisoners of war, certainly. Gerhard
Gutzat was supposed to escape if he could, and our GIs in German
prisons would give name, rank and serial number only and then
be looking for an opportunity to sneak out of there.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, and you were a prisoner of
war in your own country! 

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and I felt I had been abducted. I
felt there was an invisible rubber band between me and home and
home wasn’t going to move. I would snap back as though the rubber
band was pulling me. 

You seem impressed with the details of my memory about things. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes. The details in the story are
important.

Friend John R. Kellam: A lot of people don’t have this sharp and
clear and crisp a memory halfway through their eighties. So I’m
pretty lucky. On the other hand what we’re talking about was an
experience which in every detail was so important a part of my
living then that the details burned themselves into my memory
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as a very clear record. It’s interesting to have as many old
memories as I have in that kind of detail because I think it may
be a little unusual at my age. Even in people who don’t have any
diagnosable mental defects in old age —no dementia— brains do
tend to shrink from old age on, in men more than in women, and
that’s a physical fact. So we lose a little more cognitive sense
because of this and slightly more than women do at advanced ages.
But some are unusually lucky and some are unusually unlucky.
Aside from this particular experience during the war being so
etched as a record in my mind I have a pretty good memory for
things of long, long ago anyway. 

My first memory was for something that happened when I was about
three and a half weeks more than two years old. Shortly after I
was two years old, and that birthday was in late October 1918,
the original Armistice Day occurred. Now I wouldn’t have been
able to understand the first thing about Armistice Day. But in
our neighborhood there was some excitement and something
happened so that my father called upstairs from the drugstore —
we lived in a flat above— and said that the front of the train
is off the tracks over at the station. That was only a half a
block away. Lester Park Station in Duluth. This was the train
headed up toward the Iron Range in Minnesota. Some wheels were
off the track. 

My father said, “Let’s go over and watch it. They’re trying to
get it back on.”

That’s all he had heard. So we all went across the street, down
half a block and into the railroad station and beyond and the
train was off the track. The two little wheels under the front
cowcatcher of this old steam train had somehow gotten dislodged
and this train with extra cars on it full of people was waiting
for people working, trying to get this pair of wheels, heavily
weighted down by the springs under this cowcatcher, back on the
rails. They had iron wedges and iron poles with wedged tips,
curved, working. They’d get to a certain place and the engineer
would back up a little bit, slowly, and then there’d be a
cracking sound and the wheels would slip off of whatever they
were on and down on the ties again. Then they’d try it again a
different way. I was fascinated by this. Trains were something
that always stayed on the tracks, of course! So this was really
odd. In my short memory it even seemed unusual, in view of what
little I knew about trains. Well, they finally got the flange
of one wheel across the rail and the other flange still up enough
so that a tire went flack! right into place on top of the rail,
both sides at once. After all that struggling they had done,
then they were ready to make it go. There was no damage to the
railroad, the engine, or any other cars and so they were free
to go. The track was all right. There were some ties that had
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been marked, but pretty soon they got the engine heated up, the
steam started to flow and the engine pulled and chugged away
until the train was a little speck on the horizon and
disappeared. 

Well, I guess I didn’t think about that very many times, but
when I was somewhere around seven or eight years old, we always
had dinner together in the evening, with a relief man taking
over the drugstore, and this was above the new drugstore that
we built a mile away, we were talking about this and that. 

I said, “I remember a train that went off the track! They were
putting it back on!”

My dad said, “John, where was that?” 

I said, “Oh, that was out at the Lester Park station before we
moved here.” Dad said, “Well, that’s right! What more do you
remember?” 

I said, “There were so many people watching the workmen trying
to get this train back on and so I told you I couldn’t see. So
you lifted me up over your head so I was sitting on the back of
your neck with my knees along side your ears. I had my hands
clasped in front of your forehead. Way up there, where it was
higher than you were, Daddy, I was able to see everything! It
was wonderful!”

(I wouldn’t have been able to see a thing in between the people
— I would have moved in too close and been taken away.) 

“Well,” he said, “John, are you sure you remember this or did
somebody tell you about it later?” 

I said, “I haven’t heard anybody say anything about that. I saw
it. I was right there!” 

He said, “The reason why I’m finding it so hard to realize that
it’s really your own memory is that that train full of people
with wheels off the rails and back on again was on their way to
the Iron Range for celebrations of the Armistice on November 11,
1918, when you were too young, I thought, to have remembered the
derailing incident.”

I have a number of frivolous little stories that I can get to
but I’d like to tell you about a serious dream I had at Milan,
Michigan. It was a couple of months before Franklin Roosevelt
died. I was thinking over what I knew of Tyler Kent’s story. The
dream was about my being a visitor in a long line of visitors
to the White House. We were given the usual tour. It wasn’t until
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decades later that I would really go through the White House.
But in my dream, it was while the war was still going on,
Roosevelt was still president and we had actually been ushered
into the Oval Office for a few minutes and Roosevelt made some
pretty little speech to us. Then we were ushered out. I was in
the tail end of the procession going out and I hesitated in the
doorway. Roosevelt said, “Do you have something you wanted to
say to me?” 

I said, “Well, I’m not sure I want to say this to you but I feel
extremely critical of you for what I know of your messages to
and from Churchill trying to get this country attacked by Japan
so that we could declare war on them and then war against Germany
could begin, they being part of the tripartite.”

I proceeded to tell him exactly what I thought of the kind of
perfidious performance that I was aware of on his part. I told
him how it confirmed very strongly and deeply my own
determination not to be a part of any war whatever, for any
government, under any pretext. That dream was so vivid through
my waking that it has stayed with me ever since. What I welcomed
it for most of all was that it reconfirmed for me the depth of
my own commitment, my own convictions about war and peace. I
knew that it wasn’t some contrived surface attitude and this
really was a welcome revelation for me. I have the same attitude
precisely even in my dreams, despite all the rest that dreaming
does in terms of crazy fantasy! But this was not crazy at all. 

I met a beekeeper, or a student of beekeeping I should say, at
Lewisburg, by the name of Bernard Royals. He had taken advantage
of his access through the administration at Lewisburg to a
correspondence school. Many prisoners are students through the
International Correspondence Schools, ICS. He was in there,
having been implicated in a murder. There were two or three other
companions. He was from one of the Carolinas, I believe. As he
put it to me, he shouldn’t have been with these fellows and he
had had warnings about their being bad fellows, but he was
somewhat younger than they were and he thought they were pretty
jolly and adventuresome but he had no idea that they would be
stupid enough to commit a murder. Just for the sake of robbing
a few things out of a convenience store somewhere on the
roadside. Well, they were challenged by the owner and one of
them pulled out a gun that nobody else knew he had and shot the
owner, who was also a sheriff, and killed him. All four were
sent up for murder because they were all involved in this death
of the storekeeper. Royals was only the driver of the car.
Another one was also horror-struck at what his friend had done.
Anyway, he had been studying beekeeping. He was going to be a
farmer after he got out. He was going to find some out of the
way place that was big enough so that he could have a number of
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hives and be harvesting honey and selling it. He thought maybe
he could make a living doing that if he had enough hives. What
he knew about beekeeping, he was glad to have a listener like
me to tell his new understandings to, about how they behave, how
you use smoke to keep them gentle and do things that you have
to do with a hive, even while it’s occupied. 

There was one fellow who was small and wiry but looked like he
had been greatly weakened and I got acquainted with him at the
hospital in Lewisburg. He had been broken up in a motorcycle
accident. He had flown over the handlebars in a very awkward way
and he had lost an eye, had skull concussions, fractures, had
broken some of his limbs and had a large damage in his crotch
area. So he had had some expert surgery to put various delicate
things back together again. Telling me about it, he even offered
to let me see the surgeon’s handiwork. I told him that I didn’t
need that and I’d just as well not remember seeing it. I didn’t
have strong enough clinical interest to be any less than
horrified at what I’d probably be seeing! He was having
difficulty having the right shape of glass eye put in that side.
He was quite a fellow, an interesting fellow of very low
intellect and very low education, but struggling along, trying
to live as well as he could in spite of being very missing in
some departments of his thinking. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Had he come close to death?

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes. He must have been very close to
it. He had been put back together in so many different ways all
over his frame, but he still had a certain amount of old spunk
left in him. He was very grateful really that, in spite of his
criminal behavior, the prison system was still handling his
medical difficulties in a way that was more fortunate for him
than he felt he had ever deserved.

One of the fellows came into the prison hospital having a
peculiar kind of alcohol poisoning. There was no alcohol
available to inmates and the whole prison system didn’t have any
alcohol inside it, not even in the warden’s own house. So how
did this fellow get so drunk? It turned out that while he was
in the hospital, the investigation showed that he had been doing
some painting work and some surfaces needed to be shellacked.
So he had gone into a closet and had been breathing in the fumes
from his shellac, which has alcohol as a thinner. He was painting
various surfaces in that closet and keeping the door closed
because he was really an alcoholic craving that smell. They
shouldn’t have had him painting with shellac at all! He had
passed out before they found him. So he was needing hospital
service for a while!
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There was one great big fellow, an orderly in the prison
hospital. All the inmates called him “Tiny.” They had to make
his clothes specially for him out of large pieces of cloth. I
don’t think I ever saw a fellow with that big and long a belt.
If he leaned over, his shirt tail would come completely out. I
didn’t learn until later just how much he weighed when he came
into that hospital, but he came in in order to go under medical
control for losing weight. He wanted to get down to some
reasonable level. So he was there for most of a year. He was on
a regimen with controlled diet. His doctor’s goal was one pound
per day, which is pretty rapid. Finally he came to the point
where he was boasting and so was his doctor of his having lost
two hundred pounds in exactly two hundred days. He was a tall,
big framed fellow and he still weighed about two hundred forty.
That meant he was almost too big to walk when he first came in.
He had to watch his mental attitude and his emotional
instabilities because it was costing him something to lose that.
He had a feeling of anxiety all the time. The doctor had warned
him about that. So he kept himself right side up and he made it.

There was a young Friend in the Washington DC Friends’ Meeting
at Florida Avenue named Milan Lambertson. I think he came from
Kansas. He had registered as a Conscientious Objector and he
hadn’t known anybody who was, so I knew how that was! I went
about three years alone after deciding how I felt about war and
to keep out of it. At least at first I was just keeping out of
the shooting end of it. Later on I became more thorough about
it. But he had come to the same general feeling that he just
couldn’t help in the killing and destruction of war. The trouble
was that his father was Congressman Lambertson of that state and
when his father learned about it, he was personally affronted
by any son of his who took such a “draft dodging” stand. He
looked at his son almost violently saying that, if his son
persisted in this, a congressman couldn’t run for dog catcher
back home with any chance of winning. Milan was plucky enough,
so I believe that he did tell his father that the whole family
had been less happy since his father had gone into politics than
they ever were before that. Life had changed since the move to
Washington particularly in ways that weren’t good for the whole
family. So he, Milan, wouldn’t be too sorry if his father
couldn’t be elected dog catcher anywhere! Well, Milan came under
a lot of pressure and he swerved from his determination just
enough so that with his father influencing he got his draft board
to assign him to 1AO, which means you are in the army but as an
objector to the combat. He was going to be a noncombatant. So
he got sent into a medical infirmary in the army down in Florida
or it may have been Georgia. He, being new, was put on the night
shift. In charge of the infirmary he had to pass out medications
as authorized even though he wasn’t a pharmacist. One night, he
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had been whiling away the time in the infirmary when everything
was quiet learning how to use the typewriter. He wrote to me
occasionally. He typed out various things like “Now is the time
for all good men to come to the aid of their party.” He found
himself typing this phrase: “Yours are the hands that heal the
hands that go out to kill another man.” He was helping the army
to get people back into combat. It embarrassed him and disgusted
him. Seeing this on the typewriter paper showed him that he had
gone too far. He shouldn’t have allowed himself to be sent into
the army even for noncombatant duty. Knowing that story from him
in the letter had a strengthening effect. I was very glad he
wrote that.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It seems the truth comes to
individuals.

Friend John R. Kellam: Spontaneous revelation, if you work for
it.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: These are not group decisions to
become conscientious objectors. The group may be behind it, but
it’s the individual who feels the call. Narrow is the gate and
few are chosen.

Friend John R. Kellam: I see that as very significant.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I see that as the communion of
two saints.

Friend John R. Kellam: He spent his whole life in the ministry
after he was out of the army. He had first one church and then
another. He was assigned to be a pastor in many churches. He had
a family and he was adequately supported. Not too many people
in his congregations differed with him to the point where it
ever became much of an issue anymore, so I was glad for that. 

My brother, whom I think I’ve already mentioned, was sent to
Carlyle Barracks, Pennsylvania. When I visited him there once I
noticed that on one of the buildings was mounted, in large metal
letters, the motto of the army medical corps: To Preserve
Fighting Strength. Not to save lives, not to prevent the injured
GIs from dying, but to patch them up so they could go out and
do some more killing. I suppose for some younger COs who hadn’t
done as much thinking as I’d been through, it was possible for
them to let themselves be drawn into the Army Corps on the
promises that they wouldn’t be asked to do the killing directly.
But there it was, in bold relief! The only and official reason
for having an army medical corps is to prevent the loss of
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fighting strength where possible.

I mentioned a chess player, a former Navy petty officer. There
was another chess player I found who was very interesting. I
think his name was Gruber, or perhaps Grober. He was a man from
New York City, I forget what borough he came from, but I think
he got into federal prison for tax evasion. There were a number
of people who were white collar criminals and sometimes they
claimed, maybe correctly, that their accountants had gotten them
into such trouble. Sometimes they hired crooked accountants so
they could take those chances, and lost. Well, Mr. Gruber had
another problem and that’s why I met him in the hospital at
Lewisburg. He had multiple sclerosis. He was in a wheelchair but
he sometimes walked very uncertainly on a couple of canes. They
didn’t have the elbow canes yet in those days so he was in danger
of falling on the hard terrazzo floors. He usually stayed in his
wheelchair whenever he had to go more than just a very few steps.
He played chess with others. He was an intellectual who failed
to get a real education. He only had business training for
whatever business he had been in. It might have been wholesaling
of some sort. I can’t remember any thing more specific than that.
He thought he’d gotten multiple sclerosis from somebody, a woman
that he had had an affair with —the one and only time, he said,
that he had ever cheated on his wife— and he found out later
that that woman had MS and hadn’t told him or maybe didn’t know
it but anyway he got it. After a few years of its incubation it
hit him so he was going to be downhill sooner or later. It might
in some cases take three or four years and in some cases it might
be ten or fifteen years. So he certainly rued the day when he
did a little cheating on the side. He didn’t believe
specifically enough in God as wrathful like some fundamentalist
Christians would. He was Jewish so it wasn’t that personal and
that wrathful a God that was in his own religious viewpoints. I
think Judaism doesn’t actively teach personal retribution from
God for our sins in living dangerously. 

The draft board was looking for a way to classify me any way
except 4E. They didn’t want to have a conscientious objector in
their list. This is when I saw, in Baltimore, John H. Skeen, at
the hearing in September 1943. He took notes all during this
hearing and then he sent me a copy of his notes, his own
transcript of his notes. He wouldn’t have been encouraged to do
anything other than what he was legally bound to do because they
weren’t supposed to give any registrant any more advantage
against the government than necessary. 

The Friends Meeting in Washington DC at Florida Avenue were
always very encouraging and they were delighted to have any CO
come in and be among the Young Friends, attending Meeting, and
so on. In fact they were probably getting quite a few new Friends
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during a war. People were looking for a religious group that
agreed with their own individual convictions, so it was a mutual
advantage and that’s I think why I was so warmly received as
many other young friends who would occasionally ask for
membership later on. One of the young friends, a young woman who
later married one of my other friends there, came down the hall
while I was looking at the bulletin board and she said, “John,
I haven’t asked you yet but are you a pacifist?”

“Yes.” 

“Oh, fine,” she said, “I was hoping you would be!”

Ha-ha-ha! That was Elizabeth Wetherald, and the Wetherald family
were from Berwyn, Maryland. They had lived in that area doing
farming for a very long time and that was becoming suburban and
they had retired from farming. Her parents were elderly, fifty-
five or sixty, which in those days was elderly. Ha-ha-ha! I can
remember back when people over forty were considered to be “over
the hill.” By forty my father had lost most of his teeth and by
forty-five he’d lost the last of them and had full upper and
lower plates. My parents didn’t think it was so unusual. Here I
am eighty five this Fall and I have yet to lose my first
permanent tooth. Ha-ha-ha-ha! 

When Carol came back from Toledo, to Washington to live with her
mother up on River Road NW, she returned to attend Friends
Meeting in Washington. As soon as they knew she was back, they
welcomed her very warmly and asked her what she needed and so
on. The baby was imminent, due in August, which was almost eight
months after I went into prison. She didn’t have a crib yet, and
suddenly a crib appeared, having been shipped in for her by
various younger and older Friends from Florida Avenue Meeting
who chipped in. There were many other ways in which Friends
helped Carol all the way through that period and beyond and until
I got home. Even beyond that, they helped to get me settled.
They found that another member, Frederick Libby, could use
another employee in the National Council for Prevention of War.
He was one of the most active members in the ministry to that
meeting. In fact he spoke too often! He was just full of feelings
and ideas and ways of trying further to get wars put into the
background of history. His office had been right across
Eighteenth Street from the State Department Office which is now
the Executive Office Building of the President. So they had
several big posters displayed in rotation in the windows and new
ones coming out with lettering large enough to be read from the
windows of the US Department of State. The staff realized that
even with the war going on, here was this little pacifist agency
continuing to work to get some improvements in the world that
would let wars be less likely or obsolete. There were some
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hotheads who would take various means and occasionally
destructive means, letting that organization know that they
didn’t approve because everybody had to be for the war. While
we were in the war it was only the people with adverse political
ideas that would be so stubborn as to say that the war was bad.
And such a “good war” was going on! 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: And anybody who objected was
reviled.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes, as though he were a bosom buddy
of Hitler!

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I remember little children in my
neighborhood speaking of the evils of Hitler, Mussolini and
Tojo. We knew these names. Little kids learned the worst
insults, to call each other “Little Jap!” 

Friend John R. Kellam: It was interesting to see how much more
easily and quickly little kids could be jerked into war
propaganda. It was the thing to do, the thing to be and the thing
to parrot. Anyway, Florida Avenue was a very warm family
meeting. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: What year did you come to New
England?

Friend John R. Kellam: In 1950. One of the reasons I came to
Providence was that Hurford Crosman had told me that the
Providence Meeting, of which he had been a member years before,
was in many ways very similar to the Florida Avenue group of
Friends. He thought I would like it here. There was a job opening
here a few years later on, in 1950. Hurford had been my boss for
three years when I was working at Friends’ Service Incorporated,
out at PennCraft, near East Millford, Pennsylvania. So when he
said that, I was further confirmed in my inclination to take
this job offer here in Providence. The man who was hiring me
knew all about my having been a war objector. He knew there was
a Friends’ Meeting here. He was a member of the Episcopal Church.
Episcopalians were reputed to be the best people around here!
Ha-ha-ha-ha! But the vice chairman of our Providence
Redevelopment Agency was an architect who had a lot of Quakers
in his own ancestry. So my hiring boss told me that if my war
history were somehow to become known, and I didn’t need to spread
it on the record, he thought it might even improve my standing
with the vice chairman; and other people might think it only
interesting. Shortly before that I had applied for a planning
job in Lexington, Kentucky but when I asked if it would make any
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difference that I was a war objector, the man who talked to me
said he would have to ask around. He got the contrary viewpoint
— no we don’t want any draft dodgers in here. So he thought it
might be better for me to look elsewhere. 

Albert Harkness, the architect who was vice chairman of the
Providence Redevelopment Agency hiring me, turned out to be the
architect who designed our meetinghouse here later on in 1952.
I was able to get for him quite a bit of detailed information
and specifications for that meetinghouse in Washington. So this
Friends Meeting did turn out to be the same kind of warm family
for Carol and me, and by that time, our two children Susan and
Wendy. When we were about to send the girls into the nearest
public school, down at India Point on Ives Street, Friends were
kind of dismayed because they thought that school had kind of a
tough reputation. It was a very old, nineteenth century school
building with extremely high ceilings and tall windows. It was
built somewhere around half way between the Civil War and the
turn of the twentieth century. It was on a plate of asphalt and
not a blade of grass anywhere on the playground. There were quite
a number of tough kids who bullied little kids. So they thought
that we ought to send our older girl to pre-kindergarten, or
nursery school, in Lincoln School here, which was then owned by
the Yearly Meeting. Friends in our monthly meeting were very
much involved with their children at Lincoln School, their
daughters. That was a girls’ school then. Moses Brown School was
by that time no longer co-educational, but had just boys. So,
with very substantial scholarship aid from the school, our older
daughter, Susan, and her younger sister, Wendy, after a couple
of years, went in there. They had almost all of their education
at Lincoln. When they were getting into the upper grades in high
school, they decided they would like to attend Classical High
School in Providence, which has a good academic reputation. So
that’s where they graduated. 

Then there was a period in the mid-1950s when Carol had needed
extended hospital care and I was becoming exhausted trying to
cope with the parenting and the home. So one day Henry Foster,
one of the old Quaker family Friends, came to me and said, 

“John, some of us have become alarmed at your looking pretty
tired and we think that you are trying to shoulder too much of
this alone. Even with some help you’ve been getting from the
Perrys and others, you don’t have any help at home. We think you
should get yourself either a full time or at least a part time
housekeeper. Full time would probably need to be a live-in
housekeeper. Part time would be afternoon and evening. But we
think that if you don’t do that, you are doing yourself some
harm physically.” 
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“Well,” I said, “I’m just hoping that Carol can be home again
before too long and strong enough to do what she would like to
do in taking care of her family.” 

“Well, it looks as if it may be a considerable time longer, and
if the cost of housekeeping help is bothering you, there are a
number of us who would be happy to chip in together and help you
with at least part of that cost.”

So I thought, if they are alarmed enough to be chipping in to
help us, I’d better consider it very seriously. I can do it for
a while and if it doesn’t turn out to be too long, I might be
able not to call on them for financial assistance. I’d had one
or two raises by that time and was hopeful of further
advancement, and maybe even promotions in my work. So I got
myself a part time housekeeper and eventually switched to a full
time housekeeper. It wasn’t too many months after that that
Carol did get home. But we kept that housekeeper for a while
until Carol said that her life would be simplified if we let her
go. Eventually that worked out. There were other examples of
helpfulness that we received from this meeting and from the
meeting in Washington earlier. 

Over the years in public service, working for the government,
and that was what my whole training was for, it was always a
sensitive thing to know when it was safe to let anybody know,
incidental to other things, about my war experience, and when
not to. I tried to keep it out of my work environment as much
as I could. And yet, Friends in the Meeting and attenders —
casual people — would probably find out from time to time. There
was always a possibility that somebody would say it in the wrong
context and, who knows, my job might even blow up in my face and
I would suddenly be unable to take care of raising and financing
a family. It’s remarkable that in all of those thirty-one and a
half years that I was working as a planner for the city of
Providence, nobody once outed me in any way to put my job in
jeopardy. People were so kind, so sensitive and careful to never
compromise me. It confirmed the wisdom of what my first city
planning boss, way back in Duluth, Minnesota in the 1930’s, had
told me, about ten years later. 

The advice of that first planning boss, Aaron B. Horwitz, was
against putting any mention of my wartime prison experience into
my resume. After prison, when I had a professional job again, I
was beginning to send out my resume to various planning
agencies, people who might hire me, and ingenuously, I filled
in all the blanks. There were no gaps in the calendar record of
me on my resume. I sent one to Aaron Horwitz back in Duluth
because I was wondering if he might know of some planning opening
where I might fit in. Well, he wrote back to me, horrified, that
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I had put something in my resume that would be a real stopper
for a lot of potential employers. He said, It’s good to tell
only things that are true, of course, but there are situations
and many different kinds of lives of people where the whole truth
does not need to be stated. This is one of them. He said, My
Jewish world community knows of hundreds of others. In some
cases life depends upon not letting out more of the truth than
is necessary. It’s usually possible, while saying only truth,
to judiciously leave other things out that don’t need to be said.
He was, incidentally, a very active Zionist. He was working for
a new homeland for world Jewry to have as a country of their
own. He was completely dedicated to that need to be answered.
Eventually, in 1948, the State of Israel was born. I was working
for him from 1938 to 1940. Later on, he and his wife emigrated
to Israel and he taught city planning at the University of Tel
Aviv, Jaffa. They visited back home here and every time they
went back to Israel again they would take a houseful of furniture
that they had bought here because wood was in such short supply
that furniture was just too expensive. He and his wife, Bertha,
contributed mightily, as many other Jews did helping the people
who were going to be the future citizens of Israel. He was a
very wise man and he had a deliberate way of talking. You could
just see him sifting through all the angles before he would
decide what was appropriate to say. He did this in his
professional work and he did it in his personal life. He was
probably the most thoughtful person I’ve ever known. All the
time I was in contact with him and in occasional letters later,
I always had the feeling that I would like to be as much as
possible like him. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: He was a role model for you.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and of all the role models I ever
had, outside of my own parents, he and Frank Crassweller, my
sunday school teacher, were two of the best. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: For how many years were you Frank
Crassweller’s pupil?

Friend John R. Kellam: I would think it was at least for three
years. Then after I came home from the University of Minnesota,
in 1938, I became a sunday school teacher in that same church.
Then I went on East fifteen months later to MIT in the Fall of
‘39. Frank Crassweller’s class met in the choir loft alongside
of the organ and there were just enough of us to fill all the
seats in that space. He kept us interested and thinking and he
would challenge us to guess in a certain situation what would
be the best thing to do. It was a working class in Christian
ethics.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: And later you had to write to his
nephew and say how amazed you were that this man had taken a
position that was really opposite to conscientious objection to
war. Did anyone ever put your employment at risk for your CO
status?

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes, there was one time, only one. I
was still working for the National Capital Park and Planning
Commission at Silver Spring, Maryland. A politician, E. Brooke
Lee, had become its chairman after being the only candidate of
his party to be defeated for an elected job, so his friends
appointed him our chairman. One day he surprised me by a generous
compliment about my technical work on a design for revised
traffic routing in a neighborhood near some property of his. I
had thought myself outside of his notice, being very non-
political as I was. Then, a week or two later, a political flunky
appeared at my home a few minutes after I had returned from work
one Friday evening, with a terse letter signed by the chairman
notifying me that I had been terminated “for the good of the
service.” The Director of Planning, Fred W. Tuemmler, knew
nothing of it but soon called me back to say the chairman had
learned from the Silver Spring draft board chairman that I was
registered as a CO, and that was the only reason. Well, Selective
Service regulations required all information about registrants
to be kept confidential by draft boards, so my betrayal was
perfectly illegal. My boss, Mr. Tuemmler, was stunned and angry,
and told me he had very nearly talked himself out of his own
job, protesting that abusive termination. But Mr. Lee had enough
political power so that he didn’t need to be legally right, and
his close friendship with the draft board chairman extended that
principle to him as well. My sudden firing threw me for a loop,
and it was quite a few days before I decided to take advantage
of unemployment to complete the writing of my Master’s thesis
for MIT. I never lost a job except that once, so on balance I
guess I’ve been pretty lucky.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: That’s quite something to
remember Silver Spring for.

Friend John R. Kellam: There was one more thing, even worse,
that made that place even more memorable. Occasionally I would
take public transportation, by bus and streetcar to downtown
Washington DC, and at a transfer point at the District Line, I
noticed, to my acute discomfort, a variety of injured military
men on crutches or in wheelchairs, taking the same transit
vehicles between the former Women’s College in Maryland, to
Walter Reed Hospital in DC for treatment. Many of their injuries
were very serious — faces badly disfigured, limbs lost or
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useless, permanent paralysis in some cases. I had to keep
outwardly quiet but inwardly I was furious about their
victimization by a war supposed to be so “glorious.” My mantra
was a silent phrase, “And for WHAT?” And they had been forced
to do similar wrongs to soldiers on the other side, similarly
forced to injure these boys. At times, when out of anyone’s
hearing, I had to let myself explode with angry language about
it. I was, moreover, liable to be thrown into prison for refusing
to kill or produce such injuries to German, Italian, or Japanese
kids who had no other reason to be fighting against me. What
could possibly be more rotten than this kind of world? War
victimizes everyone. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: The official view was no doubt
that your reaction should have been revengeful against the
enemies who did that to your countrymen.

Friend John R. Kellam: My reactions are not what any military
government would dictate, as my guidance comes from another
direction higher up. The inmates who in a few cases have been
in military service, were not in general hostile to me, as they
had felt that was a strange environment. I met no ex-GI who
wanted to trade prison for more military service. They had many
stories about bizarre happenings in service. One man had been
working with aircraft ammunition, feeding it to machine gunners
and bombardiers over targets or in defense of their plane from
attack. An order came out during training missions over the US
farmlands of Texas and nearby states, that they were not to land
back at their bases with any unspent ammo on board. But the day
didn’t last long enough to shoot it all off or drop all the
bombs, before they had to return on deadline. Impossible! Until
one bright guy found the only solution for the problem. When
they started back, all remaining ammo still in the crates and
boxes could be pushed out the open side door in hopes it would
almost always land in fields instead of on farmhouses and barns.
So, lying on their backs and with shoulders against bolsters
they would kick all the unopened crates out the door! What
happened below was the responsibility of whoever sent out that
order. This procedure went on for many months at a time, daily.
Apparently no crewman who had the idea that a smaller load might
be put aboard each morning, had a high enough rank to pass the
idea up the line of command toward the officer who had written
the absurd order. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Could he have had some reason to
favor the makers or sellers of such ammunition? Were the ex-GIs
you met in prison much different in their attitudes about war
than your fellow students in graduate school?

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, at MIT I didn’t find any of my fellow
students, male or female, in the planning school able to agree
with me on my stand to be opposed to war and a non-participant.
However, I didn’t meet with any enmity among my fellow students.
The only two hot arguments I had with anybody in that student
body were with people who were not my own classmates in the
planning school. One was an undergraduate architectural student
there at MIT, Judith Turner, who seemed to be in pretty strong
but partial agreement as long as it was fashionable to be an
isolationist, trying to keep America out of war for political
purposes. She was also a member of a communist cell in Cambridge,
centered mostly in Harvard University. People who had, for very
idealistic reasons, the idea that Communism was, in the longest
run, the best thing for the world. After September 1939, when
Poland was overrun by Hitler from the West and by Stalin from
the East, those people were all following one communist line —
to keep America out of the war. 1939 to 1941 were the years when
I was acquainted with her. I went with her just once to a
meeting, but very suddenly, when Russia was invaded by the
German army in June 1941, she switched and she was all for
America getting into the war right away, quick! Her change of
mind from being apparently in agreement with me, although it
wasn’t completely spelled out between us, to being urgently in
opposition to my views —because I was still a pacifist!— she
couldn’t understand this because circumstances had changed. It’s
only intelligent, she thought. You change with the
circumstances. So I told her that the basis of my own pacifism
was different from the basis she had had, which was political.
Mine was religious. I said that I think killing people, injuring
them, destroying property or damaging it is always regrettable
and in all or most cases, wrong. No amount of political shifting
about is going to change that. Well, we had one very long
conversation one evening in the winter of 1940-1941. She tried
desperately to change my mind, or to convince me that I ought
to change my mind, but I was hoping pretty much to get her to
see the rest of it, to see why morality is stronger than mere
politics.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Were you in love?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, not really yet. I felt attracted,
but I didn’t consider myself eligible yet to take on starting a
family. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: You were wary!

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, yes, I couldn’t let myself pursue
an active interest until I was ready to face the
responsibilities it would entail. 
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Ah, the days when young men were
so noble!

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, yes, but young people don’t have
the experience and the frame of reference to deal with it yet.
Well, finally it broke off. We had come to the point where it
looked as if we simply had different visions, philosophically,
religiously, and in her case, politically. Well, she was absent
for a few minutes. I think she wanted a release from our
discussion. It was just too strongly earnest. When she came back
she said, “John, we are going to have to break off. This could
go on all night. It could go forever. On your basis you’re right,
of course. In fact, you’re too damned right! On my basis, I
simply can’t agree with it. It would be a bother to us and I
think we shouldn’t bother each other any more.” 

“Well,” I protested, “couldn’t we still be good friends?” 

She said, “It would be an irritation to me!” 

I said, “Well, I still find you very attractive! I wish we could
be good friends, even though ... I understand that not everybody
can agree on these things. The whole world is full of people who
can’t agree with me! I can’t condemn them all!” I have lots of
friends for the rest of my life who don’t agree with me as well
as some very dear ones that do. Ha-ha-ha! 

Well, she just didn’t have time to spare for trying to convince
somebody who can’t be convinced of her own political make-up.
She needed to be working in concert with others who were really
in her family, politically. So, I said, “In that case, I won’t
impose myself but I hope you’ll always think kindly of me even
though I couldn’t come along with you.”

Communism isn’t my bag! Ha-ha-ha-ha! Her mother was a card
carrying adult Communist from when my friend was just a little
girl. I visited them at home one time. They lived just outside
New York City, on Long Island. 

In a war it’s important to get the young men in before they’ve
thought too much. If they kept on drafting for new wars into the
ages of thirty and thirty-five, I think there would be a larger
proportion of conscientious objectors, having thought enough
about it to realize more things.

The other hot argument was with a visiting MIT student from
Britain, sent over to study some militarily connected courses.
He thought my attitudes quite sadly impractical; his country was
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simply determined to survive, and so had no alternative but to
get on with “this dirty job” of defeating the Third Reich. He
could therefore give no consideration to longer range theories
of ultimate pacifist morality. “After all,” he said, “we’re
already in this war, completely committed. Your country is
already in it with us, and I think you should realize this and
turn quickly cooperative, however dirty this job is.” I could
only say I recognized his reasons for having such a different
philosophy than my own. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yup, they get ‘em young and
uneducated.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yes, and poor, disadvantaged over
all. I remember in Shakespeare, in Julius Caesar, “Yond Cassius
has a lean and hungry look; He thinks too much: such men are
dangerous.” They might even be conscientious about some things!
Political savants of the old school of faith don’t like that.

From what you say about the importance of telling the details
of this part of our history, I wish there were thousands of WWII
COs still alive and able to tell of their experiences. Hobart
Mitchell was a CO, a Connecticut Friend, somewhere between here
and Madison who was pretty close to my age, but he’s gone now.
He wrote a book, I think the name of it was WE COULD NOT KILL.
It was a very small book, maybe only a hundred and fifty pages.
It’s in some meetinghouse libraries. I don’t remember whether
it was privately published.

I have from my files a letter that I wrote to Carol two months
after I arrived in Milan, Michigan. “My Dearest Cary, This
handwriting will be a bit worse than my usual because of having
sprained my right thumb catching a softball on the roof
yesterday afternoon. Perhaps I’ll be able to make this legible
holding the pencil between two fingers and going slowly.” Then
this next letter looks quite a bit different, because I had
broken the end phalange of the thumb of my right hand, catching
a ball up on the roof of the cellblock during recreation. I
reached up to get the ball and it somehow hit the end of my thumb
and bent it backward. So it wasn’t just a sprain. The end bone
was broken, and so I had to have my thumb put way back as far
as it would go so that the bone fragments would be together and
then cast in there. So with my hand in that kind of a cast, I
couldn’t write, so I had to write with my left hand. I did that
for six weeks. After the six weeks when my hand could come out
of its shell, my thumb was still very straight and I could not
bend it very much and I couldn’t even hold a pen for a while. I
tried to write another letter with my left hand and it wouldn’t!
It seemed to have a will of its own, as if saying, Well, now
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you’ve got the right thumb out of its cast and you’ll have to
go back to it because I’m tired! Ha-ha! So even though it was a
great strain at first, I had to write the next letter with my
right hand, even though it was so stiff and unhandy! But Carol
wrote to me on a typewriter. She was doing stenographic work in
the office of the U.S. News and World Report magazine in
Washington while I was in Milan and Lewisburg. 

Tyler Kent was arrested May 20, 1940. The British police
arrested him. He was released and brought back to this country
in very late November, 1945. That was almost exactly one year
before I was released from Lewisburg, on November 30, 1946. I
didn’t hear anything about Tyler Kent then, because he had had
just a day or so of publicity before it dried up again. The
American press didn’t want to hear anything more about Tyler
Kent because they were all loyal to the official explanation of
how the war had started and they didn’t want any “revisionism.”
Poor Tyler Kent was really a broken man when he came back from
almost five and a half years in the Isle of Wight prison in
England. That’s the island just below England at the edge of the
English Channel, the island around which the America’s Cup
contenders used to race, a very large diamond-shaped island.
Anyway, when he came back he was still hoping to get his real
story out but the press went into quietus mode again after
beginning what they thought was some new publicity about this
notorious young man. So he and his mother went back to, I think
it was, Savannah, Georgia. He had terrible animus in his mind
against Joseph Patrick Kennedy, the father of the later
President. He had been the ambassador to Britain at the time
Tyler was trying to get his story to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee chairperson. (It was John Connolly.) He wanted to blow
the whistle on Franklin Roosevelt for being two-faced about
getting into war or not getting into war. The elder Kennedy had
waived Tyler Kent’s diplomatic immunity so that he could be
caught and tried under British law, for mishandling the Prime
Minister’s secret mail. He had no standing of immunity so that
he could be brought back to this country and tried for whatever
the President might think he had done wrong by revealing or
trying to reveal the correspondence to Connolly. The Senator
betrayed him, and then the Ambassador, Kennedy, had cancelled
his right to diplomatic immunity. That was so unfairly
political, done for propagandistic reasons, that Tyler was
permanently outraged. 

They had an appointment stateside for when Tyler would have his
furlough. Well, during a demonstration a few years later, for
which I had traveled from Providence down to Washington, a
walking demonstration which started at the Florida Avenue
Friends Meetinghouse and ended up with a silent vigil at the
White House, I took a little time out and went to the office of
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the Evening Star to see if they had a file on Tyler Kent. And
they did. They brought it out and let me look at it. I couldn’t
touch it. As soon as I was through with one leaf, they’d turn
it over for me to read the other leaf. It told something about
his political work from Georgia, in which he was writing,
editing and publishing a hate sheet against not only Joseph
Patrick Kennedy but the entire Kennedy clan. There was nobody
in that family who wasn’t hated by Kent. So the hate sheet came
out and there were samples of it that I saw in that file. I was
very dismayed because I was hoping that Tyler Kent might still
be a whole person and not so full of hate that he couldn’t maybe
win his way over decades to get his story understood by
everybody. Turning so bitter meant that he discredited himself
and almost nobody would listen to a hothead like that. He was
just so sore at everybody. So eventually he and his mother felt
so rejected by the whole political system of America and so
frustrated that truth could not be told anywhere important. They
went to Mexico City and lived out their lives down there. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I wonder if they went to the
Friends’ Center there, La Casa de los Amigos.

Friend John R. Kellam: I don’t know. She came to our Friends
Meeting that time in 1942 only because she was going to all kinds
of churches to try to find somebody who might be able to help
her to get her son brought back to this country to get him tried
on this side rather than tried in secret by a British tribunal.
He was still in his twenties, a young fellow. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: How did you find out that the
Kents went to Mexico?

Friend John R. Kellam: I found out all this in the clipping files
of the Washington newspaper, the Evening Star. He was sentenced
to seven years and I had thought until I just looked here in my
records, that he had done the whole seven years then, but he was
released after about five and a half years. He came back here
in late November of 1945. I think possibly he might have been
useful in many ways if he hadn’t been so consumed by bitter
hatred. He must have had some touch of megalomania in him,
expecting to be influential for what he thought was the only
truth that people should pay attention to in the matter. They
all turned him down. War propaganda does that to people so that
they can’t handle another side of such an important story. FDR
really did win the American people over. He was a terrifically
skillful politician. I felt critical of him, but I just took him
at what I knew his face value was. He just thought it was
important to do certain things even if it meant lying to people
about it. Governments are full of such people. The book that
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included a mention of Tyler Kent was INFAMY: PEARL HARBOR AND ITS
AFTERMATH, by John Toland, 1982. It’s far enough away in time from
World War II so that some things could be said without Toland
getting into the ranks of the would-be revisionists. So he
wasn’t blowing his own reputation, but in getting ready to write
this book, Toland actually went down to Mexico City and
interviewed Tyler Kent and his mother before either one of them
died. Kent’s story Toland took out of the Washington Times
Herald December 5, 1945, the New York Post, December 4, 1945,
and the New York World Telegram, December 4, 1945. And then
another paragraph came from an interview with Kent. I wrote to
Toland and told him briefly my story from having met Mrs. Kent
and asked him if the Kents were still around. He wrote back
saying that they were out of the country but if I wanted to write
to Kent I could send a sealed letter to John Toland and he would
relay it because he did know their address in Mexico City. That
was about ten years ago but I failed to follow up on it any more. 

My mother was not political enough to have her own philosophy
of pacifism. She was a very intelligent woman, a school teacher
in Oregon before she was married to my father. She loved children
and served their education needs before she began to raise me
and my older brother. She was strongly in favor of the vote for
women. But as for my being a soldier, she thought that maybe I
would be under still more hazards than if I were somewhere tucked
away in the army and not in the front line somewhere. That was
the flavor of her interest. I would guess that most of the Gold
Star Mothers and the mothers of sons who came home with or
without some serious injury would feel the same, that they would
prefer their sons not get involved in foreign wars. 

World War I began just fifty years after the end of the Civil
War. That seemed like ancient history to me when I was a young
person. The past is prologue. To a young kid, all of the past
before his birth date is prologue, just academic. There were
people in those times and they traveled around doing things that
they thought were important, but it’s all past. Even the
Holocaust isn’t real to a lot of young Germans. 

If people see something violent that’s going on, and then
something non-violent, which one will they choose to watch? I
certainly saw my share of WWI movies during the twenties and
thirties. There are lots of well constructed movie plots and
while they show to some extent the horrors of combat life and
death, they still leave, explicitly or impliedly, justifications
for the warfare that was going on and the idealistic propaganda
that the public accepted for sending their young men into these
wars. They left out the similar viewpoints of justification of
any other side. Even the Civil War movies which had to be
imagined because there was nobody old enough to remember it
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first hand, in movie making, was all dramatized from one side’s
point of view for the Northerners, and maybe from the other
side’s point of view for a few stories, about how it seemed for
the South. Quite a few of these movies had quite a lot of content
in them glorifying the favored side of this war or that war.
That way the culture of war got transmitted to younger and
younger generations in this new, very powerful motion picture
industry. Their products were very persuasive. War movies could
have been used for, what I would consider, real educational
value to show us not only the raw horrors of war, but the
spurious justifications that are used to get publics into war
by their own leaderships working against them and against their
natural inclination to shrink from doing that kind of damage to
other humans. Very few people nowadays ever see the statements
made by General, and then President, Eisenhower shortly before
he finished his presidency, about the dangers of the military/
industrial complex. To get more personal, on behalf of the whole
public together he made the stunning statement that sooner or
later the leaders of this world, the political leaders, are
going to have to get out of the way and let the people of the
world have the peace that they so strongly yearn for. General
Eisenhower had his belly full of war, before he finished his
military career and before he became president. He was an
extremely effective person and he was a terrific hero. They made
him president for that. But then the military/industrial complex
were very greatly dismayed to be reading what he was stating
publicly. I think that anytime where a choice is presented
whether someone might continue living or die, there’s only one
choice for me. That is to help life to continue. 

I have had four different situations in my lifetime in which I
was called upon either to prevent or help to prevent a suicide.
I didn’t have to think twice. I found out that I was willing to
struggle a lot to prevent one, anyhow, any old time. I just hate
to see life ending unless there is absolutely no way of
preventing more suffering. Even then I don’t like it and won’t
permit it if there’s any alternative. I’ve known several other
people with whom I was not engaged in any such confrontation,
who had attempted suicide. They had a lot of good living
following that event. My closest chum in middle age, who worked
with me on the equal housing opportunity legislative campaign
in Rhode Island, was a man who, maybe fifteen years earlier, or
twenty, had tried to do himself in because he was so depressed
about himself and about the world and the community that he just
didn’t want to see any more of it. But for him, working with me
and all the rest of us who were in that movement, we might not
have succeeded in getting the legislation passed, setting up the
legal standard for equality of opportunity that all people
should have in the housing market. There was a big campaign here,
a very hard, intense struggle. The newspaper said that it was
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the most intense and prolonged single political struggle in the
history of the state, at least up to that time.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: What were those dates?

Friend John R. Kellam: That was all during the 1960’s here until
we won in 1968. Other people, with medical assistance, got back
from suicide attempts into lives that never were that forlorn
again, until old age took them. I’ve had time to see this. So,
you never know how much real good living you might be letting
happen if you stop a suicide. A person might be perfectly
convinced in the blackest despair and depression that nothing
good is ever likely to happen again, in that lifetime. They can
be perfectly wrong. If they’re right, and they succeed, you
never will know. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Hopefully, there’s something in
such a person that they have what it takes to respond to the new
call to live — and it’s like a call and a re-birth, and having
been so close to death — at least in their thoughts, that if
they can turn around, they’re on their way up again. 

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. I never heard of anyone ever trying
to commit suicide, or making it, who had ever expressed the
belief that reincarnation happens and therefore they want the
next one. That’s never in their mind. They’re just in too much
pain and they can’t suffer any more, so they think. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, and some lives are very
hard. The one person I can say I knew who committed suicide, he
was saying “I’ve lost all my friends.” It can be the friends who
make the difference. 

Friend John R. Kellam: Maybe some very elderly person who didn’t
keep making younger friends. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes.

Friend John R. Kellam: And that’s a tragedy.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: We have to strive to be happy,
don’t we? 

Friend John R. Kellam: If we follow our noses with enough sense
of curiosity, that keeps leading us forever as long as we have
a body meant to walk or ride around in, or even to lie down in.
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Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, but I guess bad health can
be overwhelming. I haven’t been there, so far. But I know people
who have been, have terrible struggles.

Friend John R. Kellam: The human race is learning more about
everything at a pace that beggars all previous decades — we are
learning as much in any ten year period as it took twenty five
or forty years to learn earlier. So that rate increasing so much,
we live another five years and we’ll learn as much as our parents
took an awful long time to learn. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Well, that’s a positive way to
think of it! That affirms the increase in the speed with which
we are living now that’s causing all the stress and tension and
violence ...

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, maybe we’re approaching speeds that
are faster than we’ve ever seen before, to the time when we have
gotten wise to ourselves as a human race, enough to quit spoiling
the rest of the world, doing each other in by the millions, as
we have the power to do technically ...

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: It can go either way.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, yeah. But the story isn’t ended yet
— there’s no use walking out five minutes before the end of the
movie! And I don’t want to see anybody else walking out before
the end of their time because they might be surprised, to their
delight! But if it were only a movie, I wouldn’t get out in the
aisle and block their way. Ha-ha-ha-ha! 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Ha-ha-ha! You’d sit down again,
right? 

Friend John R. Kellam: If there’s a life there at stake, I’ll
put in a terrific effort if I have to. But, in contrast to that,
the huge amount of wholesale killing that goes on in a war,
destroying each other’s right to exist for the rest of a lifetime
— multiply that by the millions — why is it taking so long before
everybody gets smarter than that? 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: A lot of things distract us away
from thinking about such important things. 

Friend John R. Kellam: “Getting and spending, we lay waste our
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powers; Little we see in nature that is ours.” 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Oh, that’s Wordsworth, “The World
Is too Much with Us.”

Friend John R. Kellam: My mother and father were very strong
characters. They knew absolutely what they thought was right and
what they thought was wrong. If new situations came up it didn’t
take them very long to figure out which side of the line they
fell in. Of course life was simpler in respect to moral dilemmas
than it is now. One thing they had to agree on before they
decided they were willing to put their lives together and make
a family, for his previous family was broken by his wife’s death,
since they both were very strong emotionally —they had lively
tempers at times and things could make them very indignant— they
decided that they’d better have a lifetime compact together,
that when either one of them was upset, very angry about
anything, the other was going to remind himself or herself not
to become angry at the same time — to be patient and be soft and
be quiet, to try to be helpful without insisting, but to let it
blow over, as everything usually does. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: “A soft answer turneth away
wrath.” Did they read the Bible? Where did their wisdom come
from?

Friend John R. Kellam: Well, they were both raised in the same
Presbyterian church in the hometown in Heron Lake, Minnesota.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Yes, I found it on the map.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, did you? In Jackson County. And
Plankinton is only about forty or sixty miles west of there in
South Dakota.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: I found that too.

Friend John R. Kellam: Oh, did you? It’s on one of the earliest
railroad lines. A whole bunch of grain elevators sprang up along
it where the harvest could be gathered and shipped east. I think
it’s south of the one that goes out to Center, North Dakota to
the coal mine where Minnesota Power gets unit trains running
back and forth, empty going out to Center and full coming back
to Duluth. They never uncouple them. 

My father’s parents used to go to the Chautauquas in New York
State. It was a long way from Duluth, Minnesota. They went by
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train. It was a camp for religious groups. Then occasionally
there would be some fire and brimstone orators and religionists
at a camp outside of Heron Lake, Minnesota. There were revival
meetings in a big tent. The parents would go to the revival
meeting in the evening and the children were supposed to stay
home and be quiet and behave themselves. The older kids were
supposed to put the younger kids to bed and then go to bed at
their bedtime while the parents were out at the revival. My
father remembered getting up after his folks thought he was
sound asleep and getting out of the window onto the front porch
roof, and going down the rain leader. He wasn’t too heavy for
the rain leader so he must have been a rather small boy but wiry
enough because he could shinny back up again. The house would
be locked. He and a brother would go out to the end of town,
which was only three or four blocks from anywhere, and they’d
find this great big tent. They knew earlier that that tent was
being raised because the whole town knew it by the grapevine.
They would lift the edge of the tent and they’d find themselves
under the seats, indoor bleachers. So they’d be very quiet in
that darkness and they could see between the peoples’ legs to
the stage where the orator would be talking about the evils of
the day and the hell to which all the sinners were going to go
and the brimstone that they would be suffering along the way.
I guess that was some kind of a salty mix of material that people
would be sitting in. These kids would listen to all this fiery
oratory and then when the prayer meeting was starting to reach
the end, the kids would sneak out of the tent and away before
the grownups began coming out. They went home and climbed up the
rain leader, crossed the porch roof, into the window and crept
into bed. Pretty soon they realized that the images that formed
in their minds from the fire and brimstone oratory on the stage
was keeping them awake. If they went to sleep, they soon had a
nightmare and had to wake up — but they didn’t dare scream. They
didn’t want the folks to know that they had been out there
listening to the same stuff! Ha-ha-ha! 

This was before my father met my mother. Later when he was in
high school, he was already in the last year when she was just
in the first year. She knew who he was but at that time was not
very impressed with him! But later on she thought he was one of
the smartest people in her world and she was glad to be in
harness with him, running the store and running the home. They
were real good helpmates. I think she had more of a personal
religion than he did. He had studied one of the scientific
professions, pharmacy. He thought probably a larger proportion
of all truths was going to come through science. She felt that
the feeling side of religion was more important for her.
My father and my brother were outdoorsmen.

My brother, being four years and four months older than I, was
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able to take to it a lot earlier than I could, so they had lots
of good times together and I usually stayed in town. But
occasionally all four of us, our mother included, would go out
camping somewhere. My Dad and brother did a lot of fishing and
they also went hunting for small game, but eventually graduated
to deer hunting. Along the way in those years I would
occasionally go with them, after I had long enough legs to keep
up with them. Sometimes we would stop and have some target
practice because my father had a twenty-two rifle, a twenty-two
pistol and a thirty-thirty deer rifle. We did target practice
with small arms. A twenty-two has a shell less than a quarter
of an inch in diameter. Lo and behold, I was, by quite a margin,
the best shot of the three of us on the targets. I could much
more neatly go through the middle of a target when they didn’t
come close! 

They were good shots, but I was very good. I had a steady hand
and I had very good eyesight. I could let the bead be right on
and steady and squeeze off the shot without disturbing the
alignment of the rifle, or even a pistol, much at all. Oh,
I could put a 22 calibre bullet right through the middle of a
pop bottle cap at maybe fifty or sixty feet. We’d find a
convenient fence and set up little pop bottle cap targets across
the top of it. 

They were very interested in how good a shot I was because I
wasn’t really interested in hunting at all. But I enjoyed target
practice so long as there was assuredly nothing alive beyond it.
We’d have very thick brush or an earthen high bank in back of
our targets so that there was no danger of shots carrying a long
way. Well, and they were very careful with guns, too. They never
had an accident.

One time we were out in the woods when there was still snow on
the ground and we came across a rabbit in a trap. The trap had
caught its foot and the rabbit had done a lot of thrashing
around. It had mangled its leg very badly and the rabbit was
suffering. Death by freezing is slow so the obvious thing to do
was to put the poor creature out of his misery. Thinking that
this might be a way of introducing me to hunting, they let me
have a chance to do this little act of mercy myself. For this I
had a twenty-two rifle. It couldn’t have been farther away than
the end of this room. It took me something like seven or eight
shots before I could hit that rabbit at all. I could either aim
straight but couldn’t fire off the shot, or if I was shooting,
it missed. This seemed peculiar both to me and to them. Finally
it became so ridiculous that I sort of grabbed mental hold of
myself and said, This is stupid! Get done with it. So I went
right for the rabbit’s head and he flopped and that was the end
of it. He was out of his misery. I was relieved and at the same
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time I was disgusted because I had caused the end of a life, and
I revolted from it. I thought that was a rotten feeling to have,
but not quite as rotten as if the rabbit had been a nice,
uninjured, healthy one. But even so, it kind of bothered me from
time to time as I thought back at that. When I was old enough
to go out deer hunting, I said, No thank you, I’m not going to
touch that. They could bring home a deer apiece and feel very
unalloyed happiness about it. I couldn’t understand how
different I was. That’s a story that relates to the next one.

When I was at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, North of Chicago, about
half way to Milwaukee, I suppose, at Highland Park, past
Ravinia, I was in the advance corps ROTC at the University. Our
battalion was a coast artillery gunnery battalion at the
University, but they didn’t have any coast artillery at Fort
Sheridan, no big offshore guns. But they did have anti-aircraft
guns. They used a shell that was somewhere between three and a
half and four inches in diameter and maybe eighteen inches long.
It was about as hefty as a young man could easily throw into the
breach of a gun. We shot these guns at towed targets, towed far
behind aircraft. We had pistol and rifle marksmanship also on
two different ranges. The pistol range was on the beach. 

The background of that was all the expanse of Lake Michigan. We
had spotters to make sure there were no boats coming anywhere
near that range. So it was perfectly safe as far as that goes
unless somebody accidentally put out a shot with careless aiming
of a pistol maybe. These were I think nine millimeters if I
remember right, ammunition. That’s heavy enough to kill a man
pretty easily. Of course a twenty-two pistol can do the same
thing if it hits a vital area. It can easily go through a head,
but nine millimeters can put a big hole in anybody. 

We had these targets which were at first simply round circles,
concentric circles, some of them blacked in with white circles
instead of black line circles on a buff background. Well, they
were easy and I still was a good shot like I had been in
childhood even though there had been maybe a dozen years since
I had held any kind of a gun in my hand. I was getting eights
and nines. Ten is the perfect bullseye. The circles go all the
way out to one. So that went easily. 

Then they had — suddenly there were man-shaped targets with a
little man-shaped head and shoulder, and a blob in the middle
representing a crude heart in the center of the man. They were
stylized, just geometric shapes vaguely resembling a human.
Well, suddenly it hit me. They’re getting us ready to kill
humans. What’ll I do? I don’t want to balk, especially because
these are really just cardboard and paper and some small wooden
slats to hold the things rigid. If any human were ever in a
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target under any circumstances, I just could not possibly do any
shooting. So I put that off, thinking maybe it will never happen. 

I was still very young, I was still eighteen that summer, so all
right, I did it and I got a very, very high score. I passed it
off as so much paper and wood I was putting holes in. When it
came time for the actual qualifying round, it was a different
day. I had a different pistol and I noticed that when I was
squeezing off the first shot, it was very stiff. The trigger
seemed to take a lot of pulling, but I got a nine and I thought
that was good enough, not perfect, but maybe I could do better
on the rest of them. The second shot I had a hard time squeezing
off because it took so much pressure on my finger that my whole
hand and my forearm started to get tired all of a sudden, real
quick. So I think I got eight that time. I told the sergeant who
was overseeing us, 

“There’s something wrong with this gun. I squeezed it off and
only got an eight and a nine. I can do much better than that. I
don’t think I can get the third shot off because my finger is
too tired.”

He sort of pooh-poohed it. 

He said, “Well, if you don’t want to — here, I’ll try it for you
— but you’re gonna have to accept whatever score I make! Even
if it’s a four or five!” 

“Well,” I said, “the alternative is just to quit and not qualify
at all! I don’t think either one of us wants that.”

“All right, if you want me to I’ll test it myself this way, but
you’re going to have to accept any luck it has.”

He aimed and he pulled and after a while, like with my hand, his
hand started to shake from the effort. He put the pistol down,
cocked its safety on, and said, 

“You’re right! There’s something wrong with this gun! I’ll get
you another one. But, you’re going have to go ahead from here
and it’s not a gun you’ve ever shot before, so you wouldn’t have
quite as good a chance of making a good score.”

I said, “Is there any alternative?” 

“No,” he said, “That’s the only way I can let you do it.” 

“O.K.” 

I got nines and tens the rest of the time. They all squeezed off
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easily. That’s the way I got my expert rating in pistol and I
have a little medal that I had to hang on my uniform. In rifle
I didn’t have any mechanical trouble, so I got to be a
sharpshooter in rifle, which is next to expert. What it was worth
to me, I was still a good target shooter, but I knew inside of
me that I was no good whatsoever at shooting any live animal,
let alone a person. 

Later on, when Hitler started to get pretty rough over in Europe,
I had this idea recur time and again — what if I let my
commission go on and I had finished my fourth year in ROTC, a
second lieutenant, and I got into a war, I’d be in a lot of legal
trouble if I told them then that I couldn’t. Then the thought
occurred to me, Maybe if I got into some supply system, it would
get me out of ever going into combat. Maybe I could set it up
that way. Ha-ha! Later on that became a rationalization that I
refused and rejected after all. I thought, how stupid it is for
me to approach the real answer in such little degrees. It’s like
cropping a puppy dog’s tail one inch at a time. I might as well
resign my commission, not think about the quartermaster corps,
or any other backwater unit of the army just to try to escape.
I might as well bite the whole bullet and tell them, “Nothing
doing!” 

My earlier experience with that trapped rabbit was completely
forgotten or ignored all the way through ROTC. If I had really
known myself, I would not have gone to that college. There were
some other schools of architecture that were not in land grant
colleges. When I finally came to the full realization of what I
had to do, I thought back and I said to myself, How stupid I
have been to go tiptoeing up to the issues so hesitantly. Why
did it take me so long to get wise to myself? I was opening my
eyes so very slowly, almost afraid of what I was going to see.
It wasn’t easy. At the same time, when I fully realized, I felt
kind of dumb to have refused to recognize the whole truth when
it was staring me in the face. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: But what a paradox! Trying to
build your career while also having these fearful doubts that
you could continue to be a law abiding citizen. There was such
a lot at stake. You might be programming yourself to fail. You
must have been torn.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. I wished that I, and everyone else,
had been raised to be pacifists. Conscientious objection should
have been the only alternative to consider. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: At least there might have been
more support for the idea.
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Friend John R. Kellam: While I was at Lewisburg, there was a
fellow from Tunbridge, Vermont who came to visit me. He was a
medium large fellow with a bushy beard and a very deep voice.
He had a whole air of self confidence and he was happy to be
himself. He had refused military service. I don’t recall that
he was a member of any church, or at least any of the peace
churches, but he looked like a fellow who always knew precisely
where he stood and didn’t have to think very much about how to
react to situations. He seemed to have been born wise. I liked
him as soon as he introduced himself and we sat and talked
together. He seemed to be finding out how firm and settled I was.
I don’t know if he had any early struggles at all. He just looked
like someone who never had. 

Probably about five or six years ago I was going through
Tunbridge, Vermont and I remembered that this fellow had said
that he had spent all of his childhood there. I wondered if he
was still alive, so I tried to look him up. When I found a
librarian there, she told me who would likely know his name —
the sheriff. So I found the sheriff in town and told him that I
had met the man in Lewisburg Penitentiary as another
conscientious objector to the war. He knew right away who I was
talking about and so I found that he had lived a good life and
that his latter years were spent down in Nicaragua on some kind
of a service mission to a community. Then he had returned to
Tunbridge and eventually died somewhere in his seventies.
I always wished that I had looked him up earlier. I would like
to have met him again. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: He sounds like he was well
connected with liberationists between Vermont and Nicaragua.

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes, and still thoroughly well connected
with his group up there.

Another inmate, who grew up in Iceland, impressed me most
favorably. His name, Austvaldur Bragi Brynjolffson, was Danish,
I would guess. In his late twenties, probably, he was imprisoned
as an army combat veteran who got into trouble as a suspected
murderer in a Paris hotel after he had been in continuous daily
combat for between 45 and 50 days across northern France from
the landing onto the Normandy coast almost to Belgium. So
exhausted that he was given R&R (rest and recreation) in Paris,
he could remember quite a wild time until he got awakened with
a terrible hangover by a French gendarme who demanded to know
why a dead woman had been found in the adjoining hotel room. He
could remember nothing at all about the previous day or two; so
he was turned over to army officers for summary court-martial
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and convicted by circumstantial evidence. He hoped he wasn’t
guilty, but feared the gendarmes’ guesses might be correct.
After some time in a very cruel British P.O.W. camp he was
transferred into the US to get medical treatment and to do some
years in prison at Lewisburg. In our adjoining hospital ward
beds, we soon got acquainted. Openly friendly he was, although
deeply preoccupied with the possibility that he may have
disgraced himself as the only Icelander who ever committed a
murder, in their thousand-year history since the island was
first settled or its parliament (the “Althing”) was formed in
930 AD.

Austvaldur requested a visit by another Icelander who was a
religious minister of a church in Cleveland; and that man came
to offer counsel and emotional support for him in such desperate
circumstances, and perhaps later to help facilitate the young
man’s eventual repatriation and rehabilitation after the war. I
hope his brief visit and friendship with me may have been
helpful, and I have often thought of him and wondered whether
he ever recovered enough to have a good life again, back home.
I have long been interested in Iceland for other reasons, so
perhaps opportunity might open to learn what may have become of
him.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: In the 1930s and early 1940s,
what was there that counted as an anti-war press? Was there an
underground press? 

Friend John R. Kellam: There was the Friends Peace Testimony
supported in our BOOK OF DISCIPLINE and also the Friends
Intelligencer, an old magazine that preceded Quaker Life or
Friends Journal.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: But wasn’t there any pacifist
newspaper or periodical that circulated in the general
population?

Friend John R. Kellam: I didn’t know of any, back then, but the
Pendle Hill pamphlets included some that dealt with pacifism.
Once I wrote an article, “Can Pacifists Cooperate?” that got
published, late 1943, in two Quaker magazines, The Friend and
(I guess) The American Friend. I was concerned that some COs
were urging others toward conformity with one kind of consistent
witness despite their normal individuality in response to the
war.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: So you had to work very hard to
confirm your anti-war stance. 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

Friend John R. Kellam: Yes. It was not a completely constructed
philosophy orchestrated with any logical framework that I could
just read and say, “Oh, yeah, that’s what I believe!” I put
together everything that I had ever learned and could remember
that was significant to the decision that I was confronted with
having to make. MIT was a technical school devoted to helping
the government every time a war came along. I had avocations,
intellectually. For instance, one time I spent a while in the
MIT library with census information on the ratio of male to
female live births in various populations. I found out that
during a war the predominance, slightly, of females turns into
a predominance, slightly, of males born, at least in this
country. Instead of 100 females to 96.5 males, it turned around
so that males predominated, about 104 to 100 females. It was
curious; what could there possibly be about a war that could let
the ratio of males to females at conception or at full term
switch over? 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: How many wars did you look into? 

Friend John R. Kellam: I think it was two or three big wars where
this had happened. It happened in World War I, and the Civil War
era showed that. I don’t recall looking at the Spanish-American
War, which was a relatively minor war, although from 1898 to
1902, it did bridge the 1900 US Census. 

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Do you think that during the
second World War there was the problem of violence on the screen
stimulating young people? Did pictures of the war have an
adverse influence on the imaginations of young men in civilian
life causing violent behavior?

Friend John R. Kellam: By the time I was nine or ten years old,
one of my third or fourth grade classmates, Ellsworth Blood,
enjoyed war games. He had little toy soldiers and a few little
tanks and artillery pieces. He arranged them in a battle ground,
but he couldn’t get me interested and so he was frustrated.
Outdoors he would put two laths together and make swords. He got
the neighborhood kids to play war in the back yard. So maybe
there was an insidious influence among certain kids, but I don’t
know if there’s any such effect on young men twice that age or
older. 

The other conscientious objectors to all war that I have met
include generally three groups: first, most of the Young Friends
who met regularly at the Friends Meeting in Washington DC;
second, the COs in the two prisons whom I met during the brief
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periods when I was in the general population, not in
administrative segregation or hospital wards; and third, the few
that I have been in contact with in my local and regional Friends
organizations since regaining my freedom after the war. I call
them “groups,” but the individual COs I have known anywhere have
been without exception of separately developed views, of diverse
backgrounds and different levels of education and even of
intellectual capacity. Some had supportive parents and others
had embarrassed and even defensively hostile parents feeling
threatened somehow that their sons would refuse to yield to the
political and patriotic pressure of the larger communities they
lived in. Yet somehow they had come to sense that warfare is in
the purest opposition to our basically constructive and friendly
humanness, and that accepting as “duty” the propaganda demanding
our willingness to take other lives away under military orders
would be an impossibility out of character for themselves.
It wasn’t so much that we would not forget our respect for other
people whose leaders had decided to war against our leaders; but
rather that we could not do so and then go on enjoying the lives
our Creator (or the natural order) had given us, without an
intolerable burden of guilt. We would have abandoned our highest
responsibility to conscience, or God, or our fellow humans.
To our question of how COs justified their unusual stance and
decisions, there could be a thousand different answers from
them, and I would feel obligated to agree with every one of them.

I must remind myself that the entire ministry for world peace,
that I was caught up in, involved thousands of people fully or
partially committed in principle, and perhaps many were as
uncertain about how to participate as I was. Together, but with
individual responses as varied as were our challenges facing us,
we must have had some kind of impact upon our warlike cultures,
known perhaps only to God, perhaps also to historians and their
later readers. 

It seems that all of Nature tries to ignore what humans do to
the planet, but yielding silently to our gross misbehaviors
where necessary. But here on this beautiful Spring day, every
tree and plant responds with generous beauty to life forces
bringing leaves and blossoms to grace the environment,
regardless of our appreciation.

Friend Caroline Besse Webster: Other than the draft boards in
your home city and in the prison, did any other government
authority ever validate your position about that war or wars in
general?

Friend John R. Kellam: Only once that I can recall. When our
Vietnamese refugee son, Tuoc Q. Phan, became eligible after five
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years to apply for his citizenship, the form he was filling in
asked if he promised to give military service in defense of
America, and at first he was stumped and doubted if he could
ever become a citizen. He is faithful to his Buddhist upbringing
that teaches kindness instead of cruelty to other people,
animals, Nature’s Earth, and to avoid doing harm anywhere or to
anyone. Also he was instructed in a Catholic high school to be
similarly a peacemaker; and beside all that, he lived agreeably
with a Quaker pacifist family for a few years in our home. An
immigration lawyer in Boston told us that the law provides for
a different oath of citizenship he could take that would not
compromise these principles. So he studied hard and passed his
requirements, and was one of 45 people being naturalized one
morning in the courtroom of District Court Judge Ronald Lagueux
in Providence. The judge called 44 names and administered the
usual oath which they swore to. And then the judge said there
was one more applicant who would take a somewhat different oath
as a conscientious objector to all war on account of religious
training and belief. Then the judge said that this young man is
“no less welcome” as he becomes a citizen here than any of the
others are! Suddenly I felt immensely grateful that Judge
Lagueux had said that, because for about 37 years since Judge
Klobe had condemned my character for having claimed to be a CO,
I had felt quite a bit less welcome in the country of my birth.

More than he knew, Judge Lagueux validated me as well as the
federal law that, before World War II, had legitimized the
religious basis for a man’s declining to destroy people and
property with weapons of warfare. However, reading carefully the
text of the revised oath of citizenship as supplied by a friend
recently,81 it does not sound like what Judge Lagueux read to
our son then being naturalized. Its wording obligates a new
citizen to accept whatever judgment may be reached by a draft
board or other authority administering a law about military
service, however that judgment may violate his dictates of moral
conscience or his religious beliefs. It is a clever wording of
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the “monkey’s paw” type; that is, it appears to grant the
recognition and respect a person of faith needs, but it does so
in a form that may be useful when the need arises.

April: For the first time in  more than a century and a half, the Liberty Bell rang! It rang four times, as a citizen 
with a sledgehammer made four unauthorized crescent-shaped indentations just above the lip. Since then, 
engineers from Boeing have slathered the bell in glycerin jelly and applied ultrasound to check internal 
irregularities and make sure that no internal cracks are propagating.82 It has been noted that although the 
electrical conductivity of pure copper (the standard of conductivity) is 100% and the conductivity of aircraft 
structural 7075-T6 aluminum 32%, the conductivity of the material of this bell is only on average about 4%.

This citizen with a sledgehammer must have been crazy! What was it that made this citizen crazy? I don’t 
know.

Do you suppose that what had made this US citizen crazy was that, after years of our refusing to pay our dues 
to the United Nations in New York, we had in this month gotten ourselves kicked off of the UN’s important 
Human Rights Commission? –Thinking about that’d make anybody crazy!

July: The Navy Department announced that the service record of deceased Captain Charles B. McVay III has been 
amended to exonerate him for the loss of his ship the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) and the lives of those who 
perished as a result of her sinking by torpedoes from a Japanese submarine in wartime. This was done by 
Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England at the request of New Hampshire Senator Bob Smith after the 
dishonored man committed suicide with his service revolver. (Neither such a correction in a personnel folder, 
nor even a Presidential pardon, however, could conceivably expunge a conviction by court-martial from an 
officer’s record — and the other survivors of this disaster are still seeking a presidential order that would 
expunge their skipper’s conviction itself from the official record.)

Strangely, although Friend John R. Kellam has been acknowledged as a legitimate conscientious objector (CO) 
and adherent of the Quaker Peace Testimony, not only in E. Raymond Wilson’s UPHILL FOR PEACE but also in Judy 
Barrett Litoff and David C. Smith’s SINCE YOU WENT AWAY: WORLD WAR II LETTERS FROM AMERICAN WOMEN ON THE 
HOME FRONT, to date there has been no similar effort to obtain an exoneration for him from the US federal government or 
to compensate him for his experiences as a WWII prisoner of conscience! 

Go figure.

81. “I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, 
potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the 
Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under 
civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; so help me God. In acknowledgement whereof I have hereunto affixed my signature.”
82. The 23-inch jagged scar on the bell is not a crack, but is the result of the deliberate gouging out of a hairline fissure in 1846 to 
prevent the edges from rubbing together during the ringing on Washington’s birthday in that year.

WORLD WAR II

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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In 1972 the US and 143 other nations had ratified a Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, the world’s 
first treaty to ban an entire class of weapons. The treaty had banned possession of deadly biological agents 
except for defensive research. With no mechanism for its enforcement and no program for its verification, the 
treaty had proven to be a toothless tiger. Signing the treaty had merely provided some propaganda cover for 
the Soviet Union — which just at that point, we now know from the testimony of defectors, had been radically 
expanding its program of offensive biowarfare.

At this point, our representatives stood up and walked out of a London conference, since a 1994 protocol 
designed to strengthen the Convention by providing for on-site inspections was to be discussed — and we were 
opposed to any such strengthening!
A United Nations Agreement to Curb the International Flow of Illicit Small Arms was drafted, and was 
approved by everyone except the United States of America.

An international plan was created for cleaner energy. All the other industrialized nations –Canada, Japan, 
Russia, Germany, France, Italy, and the United Kingdom– signed up. The United States of America refused.
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to the Christian 
Peacemaker Teams.

British citizenship and right of abode was granted to St. Helenians!

The Pledge of Allegiance was ruled unconstitutional in a Federal district court because since 1954 it has 
contained the additional formulation “under God.”

2002
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January 15, Tuesday: The Public Broadcasting System presented a TV program about WWII conscientious objectors. 
A number of commercial stations, despite the obligation which they had assumed to present public 
programming, refused to allow this to be broadcast:

OHNE MICH!
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November: For voicing concerns over homeland security legislation during his election campaign, Vietnam veteran 
and triple amputee Max Cleland had been being shamelessly and endlessly derogated as “unpatriotic.” 
Although polls indicating showing him as ahead of Republican candidate Saxby Chambliss turned out to have 
been in error, a former worker in the Georgia warehouse of the Diebold corporation would report that the 
company had installed “patches on its machines before the state’s 2002 gubernatorial election that were never 
certified by independent testing authorities or cleared with Georgia election officials.” During the 2002 
midterm elections e-voting would continue to produce such disturbing glitch-induced results, that eventually 
exit polling would be discontinued.

After a 32-page Homeland Security Bill ballooned to nearly 500 pages overnight and was railroaded through 
the Senate and Congress, it was immediately signed into law. Representative Ron Paul (Republican, Texas) 
pointed out that the bill expanded “the federal police state,” while Senator Patrick J. Leahy (Democrat, 
Vermont) described it as representing “the most severe weakening of the Freedom of Information Act” to have 
come about in 36 years. 

Following months of intensive lobbying by the family members of September 11th victims, an independent 
commission to investigate the 9/11 attacks was finally formed. Henry Kissinger was initially chosen to head 
the commission, but would later be replaced by Governor Thomas Kean. “This was not something that had to 
happen,” Kean would later observe in regard to the 9/11 attacks.

A Reuters news report:

WEST CHESTER, PA — Bayard Rustin, chief organizer of the
1963 march on Washington that culminated with Martin
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, is one of the
most famous figures to emerge from this quaint 203-year-
old town near Philadelphia.

But local school officials are not sure the black
pacifist credited with introducing Mahatma Gandhi’s
techniques of nonviolent protest to the U.S. civil
rights movement would make a good role model for high
school students at a time when the United States is
pursuing its “war on terrorism.” 
The West Chester Area School Board, which oversees
public schools in a predominantly white suburban area
25 miles west of Philadelphia in southeastern
Pennsylvania, voted in May to name its third high school
after Rustin. The new school is scheduled to house 1,300
students, beginning in 2005.
“The process was fair and the choice was appropriate,”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

said school board Vice President Thomas Wolpert, who
described Rustin as a “great leader of the civil rights
movement.” 
But some board members later objected, saying they had
learned that Rustin was a World War II conscientious
objector who spent three years in federal prison rather
than serve in the US armed forces or perform alternative
civilian service.
“It’s a dishonor to all veterans who died in that war,”
said June Cardosi, a school board member who is pushing
to have the new high school named instead after a
landmark farm.
Rustin, who died in 1987 at the age of 75, also was a
homosexual and belonged to a communist youth
organization while a college student in New York City
in the 1930s.
That, too, has ruffled feathers in the West Chester
area, a largely Republican community whose residents
recently hosted President Bush and made national
headlines by opposing a federal court order to remove a
Ten Commandments plaque from the local county
courthouse.

WAR RECORD 
But the official bone of contention is his war record,
which critics say makes him an unacceptable
“convicted felon.” 
School board members have reported receiving complaints
about the plan to name the school after Rustin, saying
hundreds of residents have signed petitions against the
move. Last month, the board asked a special committee
to investigate Rustin’s background and make a
recommendation within 90 days.
“I knew he was black. I knew he was involved in civil
rights stuff,” said board member Joseph Green, a
Republican Party committeeman who initially voted for
Rustin but had second thoughts after hearing about his
days in prison.
“One of the things a high school has to do in America
in the 21st century is distribute selective service
registration cards to high school seniors who are boys,”
Green said.
“And I don’t know if it’s appropriate to have as a role
model someone who violated the laws on selective service
and was incarcerated for that felonious violation.” 
The West Chester school board could consider its
committee’s recommendation next month, but has not
given any timetable for a decision. A documentary about
Rustin’s life is due to air on U.S. public television
in January.
The school board’s decision outraged Rustin admirers

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

including the local chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, the Chester
County Democratic Committee, gay rights groups and
peace activists, who are all now rallying to support his
name.
“You’d think the school board would be honored to have
a building named after him,” said West Chester NAACP
President Doris Bond, who does not believe board
opposition to the Rustin name stems from his days in
prison as a war resister.
“I believe that’s the safest reason,” said Bond, who
suspects the opposition has more to do with Rustin’s
race and sexuality. “This is just a prejudiced, small-
minded town.” 
Something all agree on is that Rustin was a civil rights
giant, though he was one whose deeds often went unsung
because of his sexuality, his communist past and his
years in prison.
Raised by his grandmother as a Quaker, Rustin received
activist training in the 1930s from the American Friends
Service Committee, the US Quaker humanitarian
organization that would later share the Nobel Peace
Prize with its British counterpart for assisting
European war refugees.
In 1956, he advised Martin Luther King on how to use
Gandhi-style nonviolent civil disobedience during a bus
boycott in Montgomery, Alabama. The boycott made King a
national figure and King made nonviolence the hallmark
of his leadership.
At the time, Rustin already was a seasoned activist who
in 1942 co-founded the Congress on Racial Equality, a
group that saw the nonviolent resistance methods of
Gandhi and Henry David Thoreau as a vehicle for the U.S.
civil rights struggle.
Rustin also helped organize resistance to segregation
on interstate buses and trains in the South during the
1940s, spending more than three weeks on a chain gang
for defying North Carolina’s discriminatory Jim Crow
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laws.

In 1944, Rustin went to prison as a war resister rather
than accept the alternative service option provided to
Quaker conscientious objectors by the U.S. government.
He said his act was in solidarity with unaffiliated war
resisters to whom alternative service was not offered.
A decade later, he was arrested for being a homosexual.

BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENT 
Rustin’s biggest achievement was as coordinator of the
1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, which
brought 250,000 people to Washington to hear King
declare his dream of racial harmony at the defining
moment of the civil rights movement.
“If you look at the history of social justice movements
in the United States, Bayard Rustin is the most
prominent figure of all time to come out of West
Chester,” said West Chester University history
professor William Kashatus.
“There’s no greater figure to have come out of West
Chester or Chester County or maybe even this part of our
state,” added Kashatus, himself a Quaker pacifist.
But even among his allies, Rustin often walked a lonely
path. He opposed affirmative action, black studies
programs and identity politics. Instead, his social-
democratic vision was of a broad new alliance of racial
minorities, trade unions, liberals and religious
groups.
He also weathered criticism from some leftists over his
steady support for the state of Israel.
In later life, Rustin became a monitor of human rights

OHNE MICH!
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in Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa and Eastern
Europe.
“For all of his accomplishments, he touched so many
people’s lives in so many different areas that we all
can lay claim to him as being a leader for our causes,”
said Jerry Dowdall, director of the Chester County Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Alliance. 
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Kamato Hongo, Japan’s oldest person, died at the age of 116. When he had been born, in 1887, Japan had been 
under the rule of the Emperor Meiji. There would be the Sino-Japanese war, and the Russo-Japanese war, and 
World War I, and World War II, and the Korean “police action,” and the Vietnam War, etc., etc.

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to September 
11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows.

An earthquake of magnitude 8.0 rocked the northern island of Hokkaido.

The Japanese NIKKEI stock market average bottomed at 7,699 after falling 80% from its 1989 peak — and 
then would skyrocket by 41% from April to October.

2003

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Fernando 
Suarez del Solar of “Military Families Speak Out.”

William S. Coffin’s CREDO suggested that “President Bush, Jr. rightly spoke of an ‘axis of evil’ but it is not 
Iran, Iraq and North Korea.  Here is a more likely trio calling for Herculean efforts to defeat: environmental 
degradation, pandemic poverty, and a world awash with weapons.”

January: The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace concluded that the Bush-II administration had 
“systematically misrepresented” the threat from Iraq’s weapons programs.

February 26, Thursday: Major General Antonio Taguba published his internal Army report regarding charges of abuse 
by US military personal at Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison. These findings would belatedly be made public, after 
photos depicting instances of abuse began to surface in the media. (There are allegedly additional Abu Ghraib 
photos that have not yet made their way to the public media, and reportedly these photos depict American 
soldiers raping a female prisoner, depict American soldier videotaping Iraqi guards as they raped young boys, 
and beating a prisoner almost to death. The military would initially struggle to pass the torture off as the actions 
of a “few bad apples,” but as Seymour Hersh would eventually point out: “The roots of the Abu Ghraib prison 
scandal lie not in the criminal inclinations of a few Army reservists but in a decision, approved last year by 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.”)

September 30, Thursday: According to a report by David Ruppe of ABC News, headlined “U.S. Military Wanted to 
Provoke War With Cuba,” in the early 1960s the US military had among other things been drafting plans to 
themselves terrorize our cities, in order to provoke the US public into supporting another military invasion of 
Cuba:

In the early 1960s, America’s top military leaders reportedly
drafted plans to kill innocent people and commit acts of
terrorism in U.S. cities to create public support for a war
against Cuba. Code named Operation Northwoods, the plans
reportedly included the possible assassination of Cuban émigrés,
sinking boats of Cuban refugees on the high seas, hijacking
planes, blowing up a U.S. ship, and even orchestrating violent
terrorism in U.S. cities. The plans were developed as ways to
trick the American public and the international community into
supporting a war to oust Cuba’s then new leader, communist Fidel
Castro. America’s top military brass even contemplated causing
U.S. military casualties, writing: “We could blow up a U.S. ship
in Guantánamo Bay and blame Cuba,” and, “casualty lists in U.S.
newspapers would cause a helpful wave of national indignation.”
Details of the plans are described in BODY OF SECRETS (Doubleday),
a new book by investigative reporter James Bamford about the
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history of America’s largest spy agency, the National Security
Agency. However, the plans were not connected to the agency, he
notes. The plans had the written approval of all of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and were presented to President Kennedy’s
defense secretary, Robert McNamara, in March 1962. But they
apparently were rejected by the civilian leadership and have
gone undisclosed for nearly 40 years. “These were Joint Chiefs
of Staff documents. The reason these were held secret for so
long is the Joint Chiefs never wanted to give these up because
they were so embarrassing,” Bamford told ABCNEWS.com. “The whole
point of a democracy is to have leaders responding to the public
will, and here this is the complete reverse, the military trying
to trick the American people into a war that they want but that
nobody else wants.”

Gunning for War
The documents show “the Joint Chiefs of Staff drew up and
approved plans for what may be the most corrupt plan ever created
by the U.S. government,” writes Bamford. The Joint Chiefs even
proposed using the potential death of astronaut John Glenn
during the first attempt to put an American into orbit as a false
pretext for war with Cuba, the documents show. Should the rocket
explode and kill Glenn, they wrote, “the objective is to provide
irrevocable proof ... that the fault lies with the Communists
et all Cuba [sic].” The plans were motivated by an intense desire
among senior military leaders to depose Castro, who seized power
in 1959 to become the first communist leader in the Western
Hemisphere — only 90 miles from U.S. shores. The earlier CIA-
backed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba by Cuban exiles had been a
disastrous failure, in which the military was not allowed to
provide firepower. The military leaders now wanted a shot at it.
“The whole thing was so bizarre,” says Bamford, noting public
and international support would be needed for an invasion, but
apparently neither the American public, nor the Cuban public,
wanted to see U.S. troops deployed to drive out Castro.
Reflecting this, the U.S. plan called for establishing prolonged
military –not democratic– control over the island nation after
the invasion. “That’s what we’re supposed to be freeing them
from,” Bamford says. “The only way we would have succeeded is
by doing exactly what the Russians were doing all over the world,
by imposing a government by tyranny, basically what we were
accusing Castro himself of doing.”

‘Over the Edge’
The Joint Chiefs at the time were headed by Eisenhower appointee
Army Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzer, who, with the signed plans in hand
made a pitch to McNamara on March 13, 1962, recommending
Operation Northwoods be run by the military. Whether the Joint
Chiefs’ plans were rejected by McNamara in the meeting is not
clear. But three days later, President Kennedy told Lemnitzer
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directly there was virtually no possibility of ever using overt
force to take Cuba, Bamford reports. Within months, Lemnitzer
would be denied another term as chairman and transferred to
another job. The secret plans came at a time when there was
distrust in the military leadership about their civilian
leadership, with leaders in the Kennedy administration viewed
as too liberal, insufficiently experienced and soft on
communism. At the same time, however, there were real concerns
in American society about their military overstepping its
bounds. There were reports U.S. military leaders had encouraged
their subordinates to vote conservative during the election. And
at least two popular books were published focusing on a right-
wing military leadership pushing the limits against government
policy of the day. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee
published its own report on right-wing extremism in the
military, warning a “considerable danger” in the “education and
propaganda activities of military personnel” had been uncovered.
The committee even called for an examination of any ties between
Lemnitzer and right-wing groups. But Congress didn’t get wind
of Northwoods, says Bamford. “Although no one in Congress could
have known at the time,” he writes, “Lemnitzer and the Joint
Chiefs had quietly slipped over the edge.” Even after Lemnitzer
was gone, he writes, the Joint Chiefs continued to plan
“pretext” operations at least through 1963. One idea was to
create a war between Cuba and another Latin American country so
that the United States could intervene. Another was to pay
someone in the Castro government to attack U.S. forces at the
Guantánamo naval base — an act, which Bamford notes, would have
amounted to treason. And another was to fly low level U-2 flights
over Cuba, with the intention of having one shot down as a
pretext for a war. “There really was a worry at the time about
the military going off crazy and they did, but they never
succeeded, but it wasn’t for lack of trying,” he says.

After 40 Years
Ironically, the documents came to light, says Bamford, in part
because of the 1992 Oliver Stone film JFK, which examined the
possibility of a conspiracy behind the assassination of
President Kennedy. As public interest in the assassination
swelled after JFK’s release, Congress passed a law designed to
increase the public’s access to government records related to
the assassination. The author says a friend on the board tipped
him off to the documents. Afraid of a congressional
investigation, Lemnitzer had ordered all Joint Chiefs documents
related to the Bay of Pigs destroyed, says Bamford. But somehow,
these remained. “The scary thing is none of this stuff comes out
until 40 years after,” says Bamford.

Copyright © 2005 ABC News Internet Ventures
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Karl 
Bissinger and Ralph DiGia (WRL staffers).
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to the group 
“Women Resisting War from within the Military.”
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June 20, day: A minute was prepared for presentation at the Providence Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends:

John Roderick Kellam was born October 23d, 1916 in Duluth,
Minnesota. His father, a former Navy man, was a pharmacist and
his mother had been a school teacher. He received a Bachelor of
Architecture from the University of Minnesota in 1938 and was
awarded a Master’s Degree in City Planning Practice from MIT in
1942. His interest in a philosophy of peace began in college
when, while training for a career as military officer in a ROTC
program, he became a sharpshooter in rifle and an expert in
pistol. He realized then that if he shot at another human, he
had the skill to most likely kill them. He wrote in a letter in
1992, “When I turned my back on war, a pioneering step in my own
family, I fell in with Quakers in D.C., and began to learn of
the wider dimension of that philosophy.”
John had already registered as a Conscientious Objector to all
wars when he began attending the Friend’s Meeting of Washington,
DC where his interests in conscientious objection and in race
relations were supported and encouraged. In 1944 John’s boss
discovered that he was a conscientious objector and he was
instantly fired in those highly charged war years. Within
months, he married Carol Zens and shortly thereafter, he was
ordered to report for induction. He refused to take the oath and
was arrested and sentenced by a Federal court to serve 5 years
in prison. He served a total of 22 and a half months before his
release in November of 1946 because the war had already ended.
While John was in prison, Carol gave birth to Susan and she and
the baby were sheltered by a Quaker family where John joined her
at the time of his release. Many years later John wrote and self
published his book, “An American Prisoner of Conscience in World
War Two,” about his wartime imprisonment.
Right after his release from prison, John worked for the
National Council for the Prevention of War, and the Friends
Committee on National Legislation where he was one of four in
the office the year of its founding. In 1947 in a program under
the American Friends Service Committee, John was hired at Penn
Craft near Brownsville, Pennsylvania to manage the construction
of self-help housing by coal miners. While there, John’s
daughter Wendy was born.
The City of Providence, Rhode Island hired John in 1950 as a
City Planner and he continued in that job until retirement. The
family joined the Providence Monthly Meeting of Friends and they
were active in the Monthly and Yearly Meetings. In 1952, John
chaired the committee of the Equal Housing Opportunities Group
that wrote the fair housing law for the State of Rhode Island.
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In 1958 he had a leading role in founding the Rhode Island
Affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union. 
John’s wife, Carol, died of cancer in 1967 after a long illness.
He married Ruth Arnold in 1970 and they enjoyed 7 very happy
years until she died suddenly in 1977. He married Ann Urey in
1978 and she and her two young children, Robert Clayton and
Jessica, became the third Kellam family living in John’s house
on Firglade Avenue. Tuoc Phan and Dat Phan were Vietnamese
refugees who were informally “adopted” into the family in the
1980s. After retirement, John and Ann went cruising in their
sailboat “Peace” including an offshore voyage to Bermuda, and
other destinations.
In 1987 John and Ann and the American Civil Liberties Union
brought a free speech suit against the United States Coast Guard
which had interfered with their sailing protest flying anti war
banners from the rigging of “Peace” against the building of
nuclear submarines at Quonset Point, Rhode Island. The suit was
successful and was covered as front page news in several major
newspapers in America.
Ann and John separated in 1990 but were able to transform the
unhappy marriage into an excellent friendship to their mutual
joy. When John was diagnosed with advanced and untreatable lung
cancer in the spring of 2012, Ann and her husband Neville rushed
back to Firglade to take care of their good friend under the
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direction of Hospice nurses.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright ©2016. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: February 10, 2016

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.



JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
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Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.

Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


JOHN R. KELLAM PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

HDT WHAT? INDEX
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THANKS

I would like to mention the many sources of important moral and
practical support for my wartime peace witness. Although many
friends and other acquaintances were warmly or tacitly
respectful or agreeable with my stand, it is my great wish to
express observations and appreciative comments about the two
Friends’ Meetings, in Washington DC and in Providence RI, which,
respectively, have given me and my family all possible
encouragement and assistance.
Special support and complete spiritual concurrence also came
from the women I was married with then and since: Carol Zens,
of Washington DC (1944 until her death in 1967); Ruth Arnold,
of Cambridge MA and briefly of New Zealand (1970 until her death
in 1977); and Ann (Langmuir) Urey, of Providence RI and earlier
Altadena CA (1978 until her moving to England in 1991 and
subsequent remarriage in 1995 there). Without the wholehearted
and understanding philosophical agreement from these wonderful
Quaker women, I might have been single throughout my life and
without most of the other fulfilling experiences of parenthood,
very sociable community life, satisfactions of intimacy in
relationships that have kept me so happy to have been living
during most of a century so far.

— John R. Kellam
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