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“It appears to me that to one standing on the heights of philosophy 
mankind & the works of man will have sunk out of sight altogether. Man is 
altogether too much insisted on. The poet says the proper study of mankind is 
man– I say study to forget all that –take wider views of the universe– That is the 
egotism of the race. What is this our childish gossipping social literature – mainly 
in the hands of the publishers? When the poet says the world is too much with us 
–he means of course that man is too much with us– In the promulgated views of 
man –in institutions –in the common sense there is narrowness & delusion. It is 
our weakness that so exaggerates the virtues of philanthropy & charity & makes 
it the highest human attribute– The world will sooner or later tire of philanthropy 
–and all religions based on it mainly. They cannot long sustain my spirit.
In order to avoid delusions I would fain let man go by & behold a universe in 
which man is but as a grain of sand– I am sure that my thoughts which consist or 
are contemporaneous with social personal connections – however humane are not 
the wisest & widest –most universal– What is the village –city state –nation –aye 
the civilized world – that it should so concern a man? It is a comfortable place to 
nestle no doubt & we have friends – some sympathizing ones it may be, & a 
hearth, there – but I have only to get up at midnight – aye to soar – or wander a 
little in my thought by day – to find them all slumbering– Look at our literature 
what a poor puny social thing seeking sympathy– The author troubles himself 
about his readers – would fain have one before he dies.– not satisfied with defiling 
one another in this world, we would all go to heaven together.– To be a good man 
(that is a good neighbor in the widest sense) is but little more than to be a good 
citizen. Mankind is a gigantic institution – it is a community to which most men 
belong. It is a test I would apply to my companion – can he forget man? Can he 
see this world slumbering?
I do not value any view of the universe into which man & the institutions of man 
enter very largely & absorb much of the attention– Man is but the place where I 
stand & the prospect (thence) hence is infinite. it is not a chamber of mirrors which 
reflect me –when I reflect myself –I find that there is other than me. man is a past 
phenomenon to philosophy – the universe is larger than enough for man’s abode. 
Some rarely go outdoors – most are always at home at night – very few indeed 
have stayed out all night once in their lives – fewer still have gone behind the 
world of humanity –seen his institutions like toad-stools by the way-side. Now the 
author stands too near his printer. He corrects the proofs.”

–Thoreau’s JOURNAL, April 2, 1852
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July 1, Wednesday:Publication of THE DIAL: A MAGAZINE FOR LITERATURE, PHILOSOPHY, AND RELIGION (Volume I, 
Number 1, July 1840), a journal of Transcendentalist thought named in honor of the sundial, began at this point 
and continued into 1844:

“The name speaks of faith in Nature and in Progress.” – The Reverend James Freeman Clarke

This initial issue of THE DIAL included Henry Thoreau’s essay on the Roman satirist Aulus Persius Flaccus, 
which has been termed his “first printed paper of consequence.”

1840

“AULUS PERSIUS FLACCUS”: The life of a wise man is most of all
extemporaneous, for he lives out of an eternity that includes all
time. He is a child each moment, and reflects wisdom. The far
darting thought of the child’s mind tarries not for the
development of manhood; it lightens itself, and needs not draw
down lightning from the clouds. When we bask in a single ray from
the mind of Zoroaster, we see how all subsequent time has been an
idler, and has no apology for itself. But the cunning mind travels
farther back than Zoroaster each instant, and comes quite down to
the present with its revelation. All the thrift and industry of
thinking give no man any stock in life; his credit with the inner
world is no better, his capital no larger. He must try his fortune
again to-day as yesterday. All questions rely on the present for
their solution. Time measures nothing but itself. The word that
is written may be postponed, but not that on the lip. If this is
what the occasion says, let the occasion say it. From a real
sympathy, all the world is forward to prompt him who gets up to
live without his creed in his pocket.

ZOROASTER

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/40/JUL/July1840_TheDial.pdf


ROBINSON JEFFERS ROBIN JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Thoreau would later recycle this paper on the satirist Persius with 28 minor modifications into the “Thursday” 
chapter of A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS:

Thoreau’s effort turned two tricks of interest. First, he espoused an attitude of turning away from creedal 
closedness, associating creedal closedness with immodesty and openness with modesty rather than vice versa 
and developing that attitude out of comments such as Haud cuivis promptum est, murmurque humilesque 
susurros / Tollere de templis; et aperto vivere voto which translates as “It’s not easy to take murmurs and low 
whispers out of the temple and live with open vow.” Second, Thoreau perversely insisted on translating ex 
tempore in its literal etymological sense “out of time” ignoring what had become the primary sense of the 
phrase: “haphazard,” “improvised.” Thoreau mobilized this phrase to summon people to live not in time but 
in eternity: “The life of a wise man is most of all extemporaneous, for he lives out of an eternity that includes 
all time. He is a child of each moment, and reflects wisdom.… He must try his fortune again to-day as 
yesterday. All questions rely on the present for their solution. Time measures nothing but itself. The word that 
is written may be postponed, but not that on the lip. If this is what the occasion says, let the occasion say it. 
From a real sympathy, all the world is forward to prompt him who gets up to live without his creed in his 
pocket.”

1
 The force of the essay, then, was to provide Thoreau an opportunity to preach his own doctrines by 

satirizing a minor Roman satirist, and he admits as much: “As long as there is satire, the poet is, as it were, 
particeps criminis.” Thoreau is of course that poet, that accessory to the crime. 
Robert D. Richardson, Jr. points out that Thoreau ignored a trope in Persius that had been admired by John 

1. EARLY ESSAYS AND MISCELLANIES 126.

THE DIAL, JULY 1840

A WEEK: The life of a wise man is most of all extemporaneous,
for he lives out of an eternity which includes all time.
The cunning mind travels further back than Zoroaster each
instant, and comes quite down to the present with its revelation.
The utmost thrift and industry of thinking give no man any stock
in life; his credit with the inner world is no better, his capital
no larger. He must try his fortune again to-day as yesterday. All
questions rely on the present for their solution. Time measures
nothing but itself. The word that is written may be postponed,
but not that on the lip. If this is what the occasion says, let
the occasion say it. All the world is forward to prompt him who
gets up to live without his creed in his pocket.

ZOROASTER
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Dryden, in order to do quite different things with this material:

I would point out here that those who are familiar with the poetry of the West Coast poet of place, Robinson 
Jeffers (and I presume Richardson to be as innocent of knowledge of Jeffers as was Jeffers of knowledge of 
Thoreau), rather than see a linkage to the spirit of a poet who worshiped the Young Italy of Benito Mussolini, 
will choose to perceive a more direct linkage to Jeffers’s stance of “inhumanism.” But to go on in Richardson’s 
comment about the “Aulus Persius Flaccus” essay:

(Well, first we have Thoreau being like a later poet who was renowned for his personal as well as his political 
craziness, and then we have Thoreau being an Emerson impersonator, interpreting things through the lens of 

With the cool effrontery of an Ezra Pound, Thoreau declares that
there are perhaps twenty good lines in Persius, of permanent as
opposed to historical interest. Ignoring the elegant shipwreck
trope Dryden so admired in the sixth satire, Thoreau gives the
main weight of his essay to a careful reading of seven of those
lines. Two lines,

permit Thoreau to insist on the distinction between the “man of
true religion” who finds his open temple in the whole universe,
and the “jealous privacy” of those who try to “carry on a secret
commerce with the gods” whose hiding place is in some building.
The distinction is between the open religion of the fields and
woods, and the secret, closed religion of the churches.

It is not easy for every one to take murmurs and low Whispers 
out of the temple –et aperto vivere voto– and live with open vow,

EZRA POUND

Thoreau’s best point takes a rebuke from the third satire against
the casual life, against living ex tempore, and neatly converts
it into a Thoreauvian paradox. Taking ex tempore literally,
Thoreau discards its sense of offhand improvisation and takes it
as a summons to live outside time, to live more fully than our
ordinary consciousness of chronological time permits.

Interpreting Persius through the lens of Emerson’s “History,”
Thoreau contends that

Thoreau’s Persius has gone beyond Stoicism to transcendentalism,
insisting on open religious feelings as opposed to closed
institutional dogmatic creeds, and on a passionate articulation
of the absolute value of the present moment.

The life of a wise man is most of all extemporaneous, 
for he lives out of an eternity which includes all time.

All questions rely on the present for their solution. 
Time measures nothing but itself.
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the writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson. That’s about par for the course, on the Richardson agenda.)

This initial issue also contained some material from Charles Emerson:

The reason why Homer is to me like a dewy morning is because I
too lived while Troy was, and sailed in the hollow ships of the
Grecians to sack the devoted town. The rosy-fingered dawn as it
crimsoned the tops of Ida, the broad seashore dotted with tents,
the Trojan host in their painted armor, and the rushing chariots
of Diomede and Idomeneua, all these I too saw: my ghost animated
the frame of some nameless Argive.... We forget that we have
been drugged with the sleepy bowl of the Present. But when a
lively chord in the soul is struck, when the windows for a moment
are unbarred, the long and varied past is recovered. We
recognize it all. We are no more brief, ignoble creatures; we
seize our immortality, and bind together the related parts of
our secular being.

— Notes from the Journal of a Scholar, The Dial, I, p. 14

This initial issue also contained on page 123 the poem by Ellen Sturgis Hooper “I slept and dreamed that life 
was Beauty” from which Thoreau would quote a large part as the conclusion of his “House-Warming” 
chapter:2

2. Would she be married to Concord’s Harry Hooper, and would he possibly be related to the signer of the Declaration of 
Independence who lived in the south after attending Boston’s Latin School?
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PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: The next winter I used a small cooking-stove for economy,
since I did not own the forest; but it did not keep fire so well
as the open fire-place. Cooking was then, for the most part, no
longer a poetic, but merely a chemic process. It will soon be
forgotten, in these days of stoves, that we used to roast potatoes
in the ashes, after the Indian fashion. The stove not only took
up room and scented the house, but it concealed the fire, and felt
as if I had lost a companion. You can always see a face in the
fire. The laborer, looking into it at evening, purifies his
thoughts of the dross and earthiness which they have accumulated
during the day. But I could no longer sit and look into the fire,
and the pertinent words of a poet recurred to me with new force.–

“Never, bright flame, may be denied to me
Thy dear, life imaging, close sympathy.
What but my hopes shot upward e’er so bright?
What by my fortunes sunk so low in night?
Why art thou banished from our hearth and hall,
Thou who art welcomed and beloved by all?
Was thy existence then too fanciful
For our life’s common light, who are so dull?
Did thy bright gleam mysterious converse hold
With our congenial souls? secrets too bold?
Well, we are safe and strong, for now we sit
Beside a hearth where no dim shadows flit,
Where nothing cheers nor saddens, but a fire
Warms feet and hands – nor does to more aspire
By whose compact utilitarian heap
The present may sit down and go to sleep,
Nor fear the ghosts who from the dim past walked,
And with us by the unequal light of the old wood fire talked.”

Mrs. Hooper

ELLEN STURGIS HOOPER
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It is to be noted, as an exercise in becoming aware of how much our attitudes toward copyright have changed, 
that in the original edition the last line, indicating that the poem was by a Mrs. Hooper, did not appear.

The poem as it had been published in THE DIAL had been entitled “The Wood Fire.” It would appear that 
Thoreau had intended to quote even more of the poem, and that seven beginning lines had been suppressed in 
the process of shortening the WALDEN manuscript for publication:

“When I am glad or gay,
Let me walk forth into the briliant sun,
And with congenial rays be shone upon:
When I am sad, or thought-bewitched would be,
Let me glide forth in moonlight’s mystery.
But never, while I live this changeful life,
This Past and Future with all wonders rife,
Never, bright flame, may be denied to me,
Thy dear, life imaging, close sympathy.
What but my hopes shot upward e’er so bright?
What by my fortunes sunk so low in night?
Why art thou banished from our hearth and hall,
Thou who art welcomed and beloved by all?
Was thy existence then too fanciful
For our life’s common light, who are so dull?
Did thy bright gleam mysterious converse hold
With our congenial souls? secrets too bold?
Well, we are safe and strong, for now we sit
Beside a hearth where no dim shadows flit,
Where nothing cheers nor saddens, but a fire
Warms feet and hands – nor does to more aspire
By whose compact utilitarian heap
The present may sit down and go to sleep,
Nor fear the ghosts who from the dim past walked,
And with us by the unequal light of the old wood fire talked.”
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Thoreau’s poem “Sympathy,” or “To a gentle boy” also appeared in this 1st issue of THE DIAL. 

The title of the journal came from a phrase that Bronson Alcott  had been planning to use for his next year’s 
diary,

and the “dial” in question was a garden sundial.3 For purposes of this publication Bronson strove to emulate 
the selections from his writings that Waldo Emerson had excerpted at the end of the small volume NATURE, 
attempted, that is, to cast his wisdom in the form of epigrams or “Orphic Sayings” which, even if they were 
unchewable, at least could be fitted into one’s mouth. In the timeframe in which these were being created, 
Alcott was reading Hesiod (he had in his personal library HESIOD’S WORKS, TRANSLATED FROM THE GREEK, 
BY MR. T[HOMAS] COOKE, SECOND EDITION, 1740), Dr. Henry More, the Reverend Professor Ralph Cudworth, 

DIAL ON TIME THINE OWN ETERNITY
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. When these were finally published, they were 
the only transcendental material to appear in THE DIAL, of 24 pieces, that would bear the full name of the 
author rather than be offered anonymously or bear merely the author’s initials. It was as if the other 
transcendentalist writers associated with THE DIAL were saying to their readers, “Look, this is A. Bronson 
Alcott  here, you’ve got to make allowances.” Here is one of the easier and more pithy examples:

Some of these things, however, ran on and on without making any sense at all, and here is one that was seized 
upon by the popular press and mocked as a “Gastric Saying”:

Well, I won’t quote the whole thing. Was Alcott a disregarded Hegelian who had never heard of Hegel? 

3. The name, of course, carried metaphysical freight. For instance, in his 1836 essay NATURE Emerson had quoted the following 
from Emmanuel Swedenborg — the Swedish religious mentor whom he would later characterize, in REPRESENTATIVE MEN, as 
the type of “the mystic”:

And in December 1839, Emerson had written in his journal:

The visible world and the relation of its parts, is the
dial plate of the invisible.

I say how the world looks to me without reference to Blair’s 
Rhetoric or Johnson’s Lives. And I call my thoughts The Present 
Age, because I use no will in the matter, but honestly record 
such impressions as things make. So transform I myself into a 
Dial, and my shadow will tell where the sun is.

Prudence is the footprint of Wisdom.

The popular genesis is historical. It is written to
sense not to the soul. Two principles, diverse and
alien, interchange the Godhead and sway the world by
turns. God is dual, Spirit is derivative. Identity
halts in diversity. Unity is actual merely....
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Sophia Peabody (Hawthorne)’s Illustration for the 1st Edition of

“To a Gentle Boy” in TWICE-TOLD TALES
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Wouldn’t this be a better world if G.W.F. Hegel also had been ignored? Go figure.4The initial issue included 

a poem by Christopher Pearse Cranch, “To the Aurora Borealis”:

Arctic fount of holiest light, 
Springing through the winter night,
Spreading far behind yon hill,
When the earth lies dark and still,
Rippling o'er the stars, as streams
O'er pebbled beds in sunny gleams;
O for names, thou vision fair,
To express thy splendours rare!

Blush upon the cheek of night,
Posthumous, unearthly light,
Dream of the deep sunken sun,
Beautiful, sleep-walking one,
Sister of the moonlight pale,
Star-obscuring meteor veil,
Spread by heaven's watching vestals;
Sender of the gleamy crystals
Darting on their arrowy course

From their glittering polar source,
Upward where the air doth freeze
Round the sister Pleiades;--

Beautiful and rare Aurora,
In the heavens thou art their Flora,
Night-blooming Cereus of the sky,
Rose of amaranthine dye,
Hyacinth of purple light,
Or their Lily clad in white!

Who can name thy wondrous essence,
Thou electric phosphorescence?
Lonely apparition fire!
Seeker of the starry choir!
Restless roamer of the sky,
Who hath won thy mystery?

4. July 1840, The Dial, “Orphic Sayings,” xvii.

Americans of Thoreau’s day accepted as axiomatic the
Lockean-Jeffersonian principle that governments derive
their just powers from the consent of the governed, and
Thoreau did not challenge this axiom. But he applied
it in an unorthodox way. The unit that gives consent,
he asserts, is not the majority but the individual.
The reason, he explains, is that consent is a moral
judgment, for which each individual is accountable to
his own conscience. The majority, on the other hand,
is not a moral entity and its right to rule not a moral
entitlement. As Bronson Alcott, who set Thoreau the
example of resistance to civil government, aptly put
it, “In the theocracy of the soul majorities do not
rule.” The alleged right of the majority to rule,
Thoreau declared, is based merely on the assumption
that “they are physically the strongest.”
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Mortal science hath not ran
With thee through the Empyrean,
Where the constellations cluster
Flower-like on thy branching lustre.

After all the glare and toil,
And the daylight's fretful coil,
Thou dost come so milt and still,
Hearts with love and peace to fill;
As when after revelry
With a talking company,
Where the blaze of many lights
Fell on fools and parasites,
One by one the guests have gone,
And we find ourselves alone;
Only one sweet maiden near,
With a sweet voice low and clear,
Whispering music in our ear,--
So thou talkest to the earth
After daylight's weary mirth.
Is not human fantasy,
Wild Aurora, likest thee,
Blossoming in nightly dreams,
Like thy shifting meteor-gleams?

Thoreau’s own copy of this issue of THE DIAL is now at Southern Illinois University. It exhibits his subsequent 
pencil corrections.

Aulus Persius Flaccus

IF you have imagined what a divine work is spread out for the
poet, and approach this author too, in the hope of finding the
field at length fairly entered on, you will hardly dissent from
the words of the prologue, 

“Ipse semipaganus 
Ad sacra Vatum carmen affero nostrum.”

Here is none of the interior dignity of Virgil, nor the elegance
and fire of Horace, nor will any Sibyl be needed to remind you,
that from those older Greek poets, there is a sad descent to
Persius. Scarcely can you distinguish one harmonious sound, amid
this unmusical bickering with the follies of men.
One sees how music has its place in thought, but hardly as yet
in language. When the Muse arrives, we wait for her to remould
language, and impart to it her own rhythm. Hitherto the verse
groans and labors with its load, but goes not forward blithely,
singing by the way. The best ode may be parodied, indeed is
itself a parody, and has a poor and trivial sound, like a man
stepping on the rounds of a ladder. Homer, and Shakspeare, and
Milton, and Marvel, and Wordsworth, are but the rustling of
leaves and crackling of twigs in the forest, and not yet the
sound of any bird. The Muse has never lifted up her voice to
sing. Most of all satire will not be sung. A Juvenal or Persius
do not marry music to their verse, but are measured faultfinders
at best; stand but just outside the faults they condemn, and so
are concerned rather about the monster they have escaped, than
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the fair prospect before them. Let them live on an age, not a
secular one, and they will have travelled out of his shadow and
harm's way, and found other objects to ponder.
As long as there is nature, the poet is, as it were, particeps
criminis. One sees not but he had best let bad take care of
itself, and have to do only with what is beyond suspicion. If
you light on the least vestige of truth, and it is the weight
of the whole body still which stamps the faintest trace, an
eternity will not suffice to extol it, while no evil is so huge,
but you grudge to bestow on it a moment of hate. Truth never
turns to rebuke falsehood; her own straightforwardness is the
severest correction. Horace would not have written satire so
well, if he had not been inspired by it, as by a passion, and
fondly cherished his vein. In his odes, the love always exceeds
the hate, so that the severest satire still sings itself, and
the poet is satisfied, though the folly be not corrected.
A sort of necessary order in the development of Genius is, first,
Complaint; second, Plaint; third, Love. Complaint, which is the
condition of Persius, lies not in the province of poetry. Ere
long the enjoyment of a superior good would have changed his
disgust into regret. We can never have much sympathy with the
complainer; for after searching nature through, we conclude he
must be both plaintiff and defendant too, and so had best come
to a settlement without a hearing.
I know not but it would be truer to say, that the highest strain
of the muse is essentially plaintive. The saint’s are still
tears of joy.
But the divinest poem, or the life of a great man, is the
severest satire; as impersonal as nature herself, and like the
sighs of her winds in the woods, which convey ever a slight
reproof to the hearer. The greater the genius, the keener the
edge of the satire.
Hence have we to do only with the rare and fragmentary traits,
which least belong to Persius, or, rather, are the properest
utterance of his muse; since that which he says best at any time
is what he can best say at all times. The Spectators and Ramblers
have not failed to cull some quotable sentences from this garden
too, so pleasant is it to meet even the most familiar truths in
a new dress, when, if our neighbor had said it, we should have
passed it by as hackneyed. Out of these six satires, you may
perhaps select some twenty lines, which fit so well as many
thoughts, that they will recur to the scholar almost as readily
as a natural image; though when translated into familiar
language, they lose that insular emphasis, which fitted them for
quotation. Such lines as the following no translation can render
commonplace. Contrasting the man of true religion with those,
that, with jealous privacy, would fain carry on a secret
commerce with the gods, he says, —

“Haud cuivis promptum est, murmurque humilesque
Tollere susurros de templis; et aperto vivere voto.”

To the virtuous man, the universe is the only sanctum sanctorum,
and the penetralia of the temple are the broad noon of his

[“nature” should
 read “satire”]
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existence. Why should he betake himself to a subterranean crypt,
as if it were the only holy ground in all the world he had left
unprofaned? The obedient soul would only the more discover and
familiarize things, and escape more and more into light and air,
as having henceforth done with secrecy, so that the universe
shall not seem open enough for it. At length, is it neglectful
even of that silence which is consistent with true modesty, but
by its independence of all confidence in its disclosures, makes
that which it imparts so private to the hearer, that it becomes
the care of the whole world that modesty be not infringed.
To the man who cherishes a secret in his breast, there is a still
greater secret unexplored. Our most indifferent acts may be
matter for secrecy, but whatever we do with the utmost
truthfulness and integrity, by virtue of its pureness, must be
transparent as light.
In the third satire he asks, 

“Est aliquid quò tendis, et in quod dirigis arcum?
An passim sequeris corvos, testâve, lutove,
Securus quò per ferat, atque ex tempore vivis?” 

Language seems to have justice done it, but is obviously cramped
and narrowed in its significance, when any meanness is
described. The truest construction is not put upon it. What may
readily be fashioned into a rule of wisdom, is here thrown in
the teeth of the sluggard, and constitutes the front of his
offence. Universally, the innocent man will come forth from the
sharpest inquisition and lecturings, the combined din of reproof
and commendation, with a faint sound of eulogy in his ears. Our
vices lie ever in the direction of our virtues, and in their
best estate are but plausible imitations of the latter.
Falsehood never attains to the dignity of entire falseness, but
is only an inferior sort of truth; if it were more thoroughly
false, it would incur danger of becoming true. 

“Securus quò pes ferat, atque ex tempore vivit, 

is then the motto of a wise man. For first, as the subtle
discernment of the language would have taught us, with all his
negligence he is still secure; but the sluggard, notwithstanding
his heedlessness, is insecure.
The life of a wise man is most of all extemporaneous, for he
lives out of an eternity that includes all time. He is a child
each moment and reflects wisdom. The far darting thought of the
child's mind tarries not for the development of manhood; it
lightens itself, and needs not draw down lightning from the
clouds. When we bask in a single ray from the mind of Zoroaster,
we see how all subsequent time has been an idler, and has no
apology for itself. But the cunning mind travels farther back
than Zoroaster each instant, and comes quite down to the present
with its revelation. All the thrift and industry of thinking
give no man any stock in life; his credit with the inner world
is no better, his capital no larger. He must try his fortune
again today as yesterday. All questions rely on the present for
their solution. Time measures nothing but itself: The word that
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is written may be postponed, but not that on the life. If this
is what the occasion says, let the occasion say it. From a real
sympathy, all the world is forward to prompt him who gets up to
live without his creed in his pocket.
In the fifth satire, which is the best, I find, 

“Stat contrà ratio, et recretam garrit in aurem.
Ne liceat facere id, quod quis vitiabit agendo.” 

Only they who do not see how anything might be better done are
forward to try their hand on it. Even the master workman must
be encouraged by the reflection, that his awkwardness will be
incompetent to do that harm, to which his skill may fail to do
justice. Here is no apology for neglecting to do many things
from a sense of our incapacity, — for what deed does not fall
maimed and imperfect from our hands? — but only a warning to
bungle less.
The satires of Persius are the farthest possible from inspired;
evidently a chosen, not imposed subject. Perhaps I have given
him credit for more earnestness than is apparent; but certain
it is, that that which alone we can call Persius, which is
forever independent and consistent, was in earnest, and so
sanctions the sober consideration of all. The artist and his
work are not to be separated. The most wilfully foolish man
cannot stand aloof from his folly, but the deed and the doer
together make ever one sober fact. The buffoon may not bribe you
to laugh always at his grimaces; they shall sculpture themselves
in Egyptian granite, to stand heavy as the pyramids on the ground
of his character. 

T.
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January 10, Monday: John Robinson Jeffers was born in Allegheny, Pennsylvania near Pittsburgh to the Reverend 
William Hamilton Jeffers, A.B., D.D., LL.D. (May 1, 1838-December 20, 1914) and Annie Robinson Tuttle 
Jeffers (September 5, 1860-1921), who had wed on April 30, 1885.5

The Arizona State Hospital for the Insane (now Arizona State Hospital) opened in Phoenix. Before this, people 
in the Territory of Arizona with serious mental illness had been being cared for at a private hospital in 
Stockton, California.6

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

1887

5. The father had been Professor of Greek and Latin at Westminster College and Wooster University and pastor of the Euclid Avenue 
Presbyterian church in Cleveland, Ohio and became Professor of Ecclesiastical History at the Western Theological Seminary.
6. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological 
Association, 1994

PSYCHOLOGY
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January: The Jeffers family moved from Allegheny to Sewickley in Pennsylvania.

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

1888

ROBINSON JEFFERS
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June 22, Monday: While with his parents for their summer vacation in Europe, John Robinson Jeffers was enrolled in 
kindergarten in Zürich.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

1891
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June: Early in the month, George William Curtis became seriously ill.

While with his parents for their summer vacation in Europe, John Robinson Jeffers was enrolled in 
Kindergarten in Lucerne.

When Robert Frost graduated from Lawrence High School, he shared valedictorian honors with Elinor Miriam 
White.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

1892

Robin Jeffers         “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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May 1, Monday: The World’s Columbian Exposition opened in Jackson Park in Chicago. Commemorating the 400th 
anniversary of the discovery of America by Columbus, the exposition would run for six months and attract 
27,539,000 visitors (that’s almost half the total number of human beings then alive in the USA; during this 
year for instance 6-year-old John Robinson Jeffers got an eyefull of the exhibits).

Reid’s Yellow Dent Corn gained the grand prize as “the world’s most beautiful corn” at the Exposition. Reid’s 
corn would become a major force in Midwestern agriculture and an important parent to modern hybrids.

Featured at the Exposition was an extensive display of psychological apparatus arranged by Joseph Jastrow. 
Jastrow had replicated Francis Galton’s Anthropometric Laboratory in London. For a small fee, the mental and 
physical qualities of the visitors could be measured. Should you be allowed to reproduce?7

George Ferris had built his first “Ferris” wheel for this Chicago’s World’s Fair.

Adelaide Johnson carved portrait busts of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Friend Lucretia 
Mott for the Court of Honor of the Woman’s Building at the Exhibition.

1893

7. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological 
Association, 1994

PLANTS

PSYCHOLOGY
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October: The family of John Robinson Jeffers moved from its “Twin Hollows” home in Sewickley, Pennsylvania to 
Edgeworth.

There was a supremely deadly Caribbean hurricane that struck the coast of Louisiana.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project                     Robin Jeffers
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October 13, Friday: The brother of John Robinson Jeffers, Hamilton Jeffers, was born.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBINSON JEFFERS ROBIN JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

John Robinson “Robin” Jeffers went to Methodist Summer Camp, where he swam and had music and his first 
lessons in Latin. At this time he was subject to headaches, general unhappiness, and markedly pedantic speech, 
but was regarded as a gifted child.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

1894

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project                     Robin Jeffers

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@kouroo.info?subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture
mailto:kouroo@kouroo.info subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture


ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Kahlil Gibran hung out at the Denison House, an establishment in Boston that encouraged artistic creativity 
among the slum children and immigrants. There he was befriended by the photographer Fred Holland Day.
John Robinson Jeffers attended the Park Institute, and in this year read QUO VADIS by Sienkewitz.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

1896
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John Robinson Jeffers attended the Pittsburgh Academy.

August 23, Monday: John Robinson Jeffers wrote his 1st letter, addressed to his father.

1897
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John Robinson Jeffers attended the Aleipzig Day School in Leipzig for 6 months, where he encountered stern 
teachers.

1898
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John Robinson Jeffers had his schooling in Geneva this year, and hiked and swam alone (he was being dubbed 
“Little Spartan”).

1899
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During this year John Robinson Jeffers was in a boarding school, Chateau de Vidy, at Lausanne.

1900
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At the age of 14 John Robinson “Robin” Jeffers was attending the Pension at International Thudichym in 
Geneva. His dad gave him a volume of the poetry of D.J. Rossetti.

Fall: John Robinson Jeffers went to school at the Villa Erika in Zurich.

1901
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John Robinson Jeffers returned to the US to attend the University of Western Pennsylvania (now the University 
of Pittsburgh).

1902
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For the health of the father, the family of John Robinson Jeffers relocated initially to Long Beach, California, 
and then to nearby Highland Park, and Manhattan Beach. Since this was very much the usual trajectory at the 
time for a TB patient (exposure to the breeze in a seaside white tent and all that), we may suspect the father to 
have been a tuberculosis victim. The 16-year-old entered as a Junior at Occidental College, a Presbyterian 
institution, where he made himself known to the other students as “Jeff Jeffers.” During the next few years he 
would be publishing 13 poems.

At the age of 18 Harry S Truman relocated with the Truman family to 902 N. Liberty Street in Independence, 
Missouri and then to 2108 Park Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri. There he joined the Benton Boulevard 
Baptist Church. He got a job as a clerk for the National Bank of Commerce in Kansas City.

1903
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John Robinson Jeffers became the editor of The Occidental.

June: The Youth’s Companion published John Robinson Jeffers’s “The Condor” — and sent a check to its author.

June 15, Wednesday: John Robinson Jeffers received his Bachelor’s Degree from Occidental College.

Although two Japanese battleships were lost to Russian mines, the blockade of Port Arthur continued. After a 
2-day battle at Telissu north of Port Arthur, Russian forces were forced to withdraw but managed to escape 
encirclement.

A 2d daughter was born to Gustav and Alma Mahler at their summer home Maiernigg. She would be named 
Anna Justine after Alma’s mother and Mahler’s sister.

A chartered excursion paddle wheeler with 1,525 passengers and 23 crewmen, the General Slocum, ran 
aground in the East River at North Brother Island, which is #3 on this map, caught fire, and burned to the 
waterline. Only 407 of these people survived.

1904

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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Robinson Jeffers matriculated at the University of Southern California. There he first encountered a Mrs. Una 
Call Kuster, one year his senior, in a class on Faust.8 Initially she was thought to be a steadying influence on 
this lad “Jeff,” given to writing poems all night “fortified with a jug of wine, a packet of Bull Durham, and a 
sheaf of cigarette papers.” He had his seminar in Old English from a Dr. Dixon who was an expert on Scottish 
ballads. At this time he was being markedly dandyish in his attire. He published in the USC literary magazine, 
the University Courier.

1905

8. Jeffers’s “inhumanism” reminds me of the ending to Antony Borrow’s JOHN FAUST (1958 London, page 37), in which the devil 
reveals that the objective of his strategy, in pointing Faust toward absorption in human relations (“accept, absorb, love”), was to 
distract him from eternity — and thus cause his focus to veer away from “the screaming heart of the wound.”
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April 27, Friday: John Robinson Jeffers entered the University of Zurich.

1906
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September: Beginning his Junior year, Robinson Jeffers entered the Medical School at the University of Southern 
California, and was pledged by the Sigma Phi Fraternity.

1907
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Robinson Jeffers reached 21 years of age. Una Call Kuster became a graduate student at the University of 
Southern California, graduating in Psychology and becoming a Special Assistant to Dr. Lyman Stookey. She 
taught Physiology at USC Dental College.

Summer: Robinson Jeffers and Mrs. Kuster were exchanging numerous love letters.

1908
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Mrs. Una Call Kuster’s MA thesis was on Mysticism. Her phone code name was “Theodosia.” She visited 
Robinson Jeffers, who at the time was at Hermosa Beach swimming, running, and wrestling.

1909
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Teddie Kuster, Una Call Kuster’s husband, found out that she and the budding young poet Robinson Jeffers, a 
year her junior, had spent the night together on Mt. Lowe.

August: Robinson Jeffers enrolled at the University of Washington, in the School of Forestry.

1910
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Summer: Robinson Jeffers returned from the state of Washington to Los Angeles, where by chance he again met Mrs. 
Una Call Kuster.

1911
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For five months Una Call Kuster traveled abroad at her husband Teddie Kuster’s urging. Fortunately, she was 
not traveling aboard the RMS Titanic when it brushed against an iceberg in the North Atlantic and, although 
it had been designed with multiple independent compartments, promptly headed for the bottom of the ocean 
— so it appears that God was not intending to punish her adultery (it now appears that the quality of the metal 
used for the many rivets in the hull of this giant vessel had not been up to par).

When Una returned there was an uncontested divorce that nevertheless generated headlines in Los Angeles. 
During this year her significant other, the poet Robinson Jeffers, was receiving a legacy of $9,500 from a 
cousin of his maternal grandfather.9

December 4, Wednesday: Robinson Jeffers’s FLAGONS AND APPLES was printed at the Grafton Publishing Company 
of Los Angeles.

1912

9. The poet would also be receiving a legacy of $1,000 from John F. Robinson, the relative after whom he had been named. 
He would point out in “Life from the Lifeless” that although when we suffer want we become curiously ignoble, prosperity can have 
the effect of rendering us curiously vile.
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August 2, Saturday: Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster were wed in Tacoma, Washington and would rent a house 
in La Jolla, California.

1913
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May 5, Tuesday: A daughter, Maeve, was born to Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers.

May 6, Wednesday: The newborn Maeve Jeffers died.

September: In La Jolla, Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers were laying plans to live at Lyme Regis on the 
south coast of England when rumors of war forced them to reconsider, and they moved instead to Carmel-by-
the-Sea, California. In this period the poet had an inclination to “enlist in his country’s service” in order to 
“protect the country that had protected me and my few possessions.”

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

1914

Robin Jeffers         “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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December 20, Tuesday: Robinson Jeffers’s father Professor William Hamilton Jeffers died, leaving to him an annuity 
of $200/month, sufficient for raising a family in a middle-class lifestyle without ever needing to punch a 
timecard.10

10. The poet would point out in “Life from the Lifeless” that although when we suffer want we become curiously ignoble, 
prosperity may have the effect of rendering us curiously vile.
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The years of WWI would be terrible ones for Robinson Jeffers.

October 11, Wednesday: A highly secret Ittihad convention was convened in Constantinople to review existing policy 
toward the Armenians and to decide on a future course of action.

Macmillan published Robinson Jeffers’s CALIFORNIANS. At about this point the poet was entering into 
negotiations with the War Department towards enlistment in the collective war effort, but he would discover 
his wife Una to be bitterly opposed to any such idea:

As to my motives in offering (rather late) to become a soldier:
I did feel a duty to protect the country that had protected me
and my few possessions.... On the other hand I felt a duty to
stay home and help take care of year old sons ... I had no
conscientious objection to fighting; it seems to me a natural
condition of the race. But I was never deluded with ideas of a
noble or crusading war; it seems to me an unavoidable
spectacular madness.
Throughout the call for troops my mind was perplexed and at
conflict with itself. I felt quite sure that this conflict
emotionally realized the external world for me and made much of
the difference between my verses before the war and my verses
since.

1916

WORLD WAR I

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
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November 9, Thursday: Una Call Kuster Jeffers gave birth to the twins Donnan and Garth.
ROBINSON JEFFERS
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January 2, Tuesday: Negotiations between Robinson Jeffers and the War Department had proceeded to the point at 
which the poet had received orders to respond by this date to the Local Board for Monterey County, Salinas, 
California with “draft data necessary for induction”:

Red Ink Serial Number 2060, Local Order Number 1529

In reply to this summons, however, the poet filed a claim for exemption:

ANSWERING QUESTIONNAIRE, DECEMBER 31, I CLAIMED DEFERRED

CLASSIFICATION (CLASS IV) ON ACCOUNT OF DEPENDENT WIFE AND TWO
CHILDREN, CLAIM STILL PENDING.

(Although this claim for exemption would be granted by the local draft board, by that point Jeffers would again 
have changed his mind and would be volunteering to become a pilot!)

Salmon Brown was quoted in The Ferndale Enterprise as averring that “The tannery business, farming, wool 
buying and the raising of blooded stock were my father’s life occupations, though all of them were 
subordinated to his one consuming passion — freeing the slaves.”

1917
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Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers rented a log cabin and were driving an old Ford. They were doing 
a lot of reading and had few friends.

January 5, Saturday: Robinson Jeffers still was waffling in his attitudes toward the war and toward the military, and at 
this point received his requested deferred-parent classification, IV, from the local Selective Service board:

FROM THE AVIATION EXAMINATION BOARD:
DISCONTINUANCE OF APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOON DIVISION, IN THE SIGNAL
OFFICERS’ RESERVE CORPS. SUGGEST AMENDING APPLICATION TO READ

“PILOT.”

January 17, Thursday: Robinson Jeffers received a request for clarification from the Aviation Examining Board:

APPLICATION FOR COMMISSION INDICATES SOME QUESTION IN JEFFERS’ MIND
AS TO HIS “UNDERSTANDING OF THE TERM ‘PILOT.’”

Soon this board would be informing the poet that he was simply too old to become a pilot:

IT IS TO BE REGRETTED THAT THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE REACHED YOUR
THIRTY-FIRST YEAR EXCLUDES A CHANGE OF YOUR APPLICATION AT THE

PRESENT TIME TO THAT OF “PILOT.”

The 31-year-old poet would apply again, as an aerial observer, and would again be turned away:

FROM THE AVIATION EXAMINATION BOARD:
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION. BOARD IS NOT AUTHORIZED TO EXAMINE AT
PRESENT ANY APPLICANTS FOR SERVICE AS AERIAL OBSERVERS.

So, what was it that was going on in Jeffers’s mind? He tells us, to the best of his understanding, in these notes:

It seemed to him that war was unavoidable as the world was (and
is) arranged. He thought in 1916 that our entrance into the war
on one side or the other was unavoidable. (Is not so sure of
that now.) Disliked the cant of our neutrality, followed by the
cant of “our war for democracy” “war to end war,” our
belligerancy [sic].
Did not enlist in the ranks because we were very poor, seemed
to have no financial future, and had two babies. Suffered
considerable disturbance of mind on the subject. Made various
unsuccessful applications for training for commission — examined
for aviation, rejected on account of high blood pressure.
Disturbance of mind and Conflict of motives on the subject of
going to war or not was probably one of several factors that
about this time made the world and his own mind much more real
and intense to him. A kind of awakening So that he felt at the
age of thirty-one a kind of awakening, such as adolescents and
religious converts are said to experience.

1918
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Later on, when preparing his THE DOUBLE AXE AND OTHER POEMS for publication in the World War II 
timeframe, Jeffers would inform his editors Bennett Cerf and Saxe Commins at Random House that his sour 
attitude toward human superfluous activities “devoted to self-interference, self-frustration, self-incitement and 
self-worship” were attitudes that had come to him “at the end of the war of 1914.”

It is based on the recognition of the astonishing beauty of
things and on a rational acceptance of the fact that mankind is
neither central nor important in the universe.

January 25, Friday: Robinson Jeffers obtained a Selective Service reclassification, from his deferred-parent 
classification IV to an available-for-service classification I.

November 15, Friday: The world war was already over before the poet Robinson Jeffers got his final verdict from his 
local selective service board, and anyway the report of the board was unfavorable: thanks but no thanks, they 
didn’t want him.

FROM DIRECTOR OF MILITARY AERONAUTICS, RE DISQUALIFICATION: BOARD
BEFORE WHICH YOU RECENTLY APPEARED FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING
YOUR QUALIFICATIONS FOR COMMISSION IN THE AIR SERVICE (AERONAUTICS)
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HAS REPORTED UNFAVORABLY.
WORLD WAR I

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

August 15, Friday: Construction began on the Tor House at Mission Point near Carmel, California.

1919
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Robinson Jeffers began work on his Hawk Tower while Una was in the hospital. During this year his mother 
died.

1921
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Una Call Kuster Jeffers needed to have a hysterectomy. During this year, through a friend, she sent some of 
Robinson Jeffers’s poems to New York. The couple’s friendship with George Sterling began. The poet wrote 
TAMAR.

1922
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April: Publication of Robinson Jeffers’s TAMAR AND OTHER POEMS by Peter G. Boyle of New York.

1924
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At the age of 38, Robinson Jeffers completed his work on the Hawk Tower:

During this year he was being “discovered” by James Rorty, the editor of New Masses.

June: The Book Club of California published an anthology assembled by J.H. Jackson, in which the title poem, 
“Continent’s End,” was by Robinson Jeffers.

November 10, Tuesday: Boni & Liveright published Robinson Jeffers’s ROAN STALLION, TAMAR AND OTHER POEMS.

1925
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George Sterling’s ROBINSON JEFFERS: THE MAN AND THE ARTIST was published by Boni & Liveright.

1926
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During this year Robinson Jeffers was reading Stevenson and Galsworthy to his twin sons Donnan and Garth. 
Carl Sandburg paid the family a visit.

As a promotional stunt for the Curtiss Candy Company, a barnstorming pilot staged an aerial assault upon the 
Hialeah racetrack near Miami, Florida, dropping Babe Ruth candybars. Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., age 12 and 
presumably still living with his mom Enola Gay Tibbets, was along for this airplane ride.

(At the end of his life Mr. Tibbets would indicate a desire to be cremated rather than buried — he wouldn’t 
want to risk a tombstone due to his supposition that some nasty person might want to desecrate it.)

April 1, Friday: A review by Robinson Jeffers of James Rorty’s CHILDREN OF THE SUN AND OTHER POEMS 
was published by The Advance.

June 30, Thursday: Robinson Jeffers’s THE WOMEN AT POINT SUR was published by Boni & Liveright.

November: Benjamin De Casseves’s “Robinson Jeffers: Tragic Terror” appeared in Bookman, Volume 66, pages 262-
66.

1927

WORLD WAR II

ATOMIC BOMBS

“ENOLA GAY”
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October: A selection of Robinson Jeffers’s more accessible short poems was printed by Grabhorn Press for the Book 
Club of California, with a preface by Benjamin H. Lehman.

November: John S. Mayfield privately published Robinson Jeffers’s AN ARTIST. (At some point during this year, he 
also was publishing Benjamin De Casseves’s ROBINSON JEFFERS: TRAGIC TERROR.)

1928
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November 19, Monday: Horace Liveright published Robinson Jeffers’s CAWDOR AND OTHER POEMS.

December 2, Sunday: The New York Herald Tribune published Robinson Jeffers’s review of Mark Van Doren’s NOW 
THE SKY AND OTHER POEMS.
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June: Because of a money gift from Albert Bender, Robinson Jeffers, Una Call Kuster Jeffers, and their twins 
Donnan and Garth were able to depart for a 4,000-mile 6-month tour of Ireland, and then on to Scotland, and 
to England. Jeffers would just miss meeting Yeats. They would visit the George Moore estate of Virginia 
Woolf. In the Lake District of England, they would visit the Bronte Home and the Wordsworth cottage. They 
would visit Stonehenge and Iverness. During this period the poet would receive $500 for his CAWDOR 
manuscript. Horace Liveright published his DEAR JUDAS AND OTHER POEMS. He wrote his Noh play and the 
narrative of “The Loving Shepherdess.” Louis Adamics put out a chapbook titled ROBINSON JEFFERS: 
A PORTRAIT.

A “St. Helena Executive Council” was formed, having the Senior Military Officer and Government Secretary 
as ex-officio members, by Order in Council.

November 16, Saturday: Horace Liveright published Robinson Jeffers’s DEAR JUDAS AND OTHER POEMS.

December 10, Tuesday: Robinson Jeffers, Una Call Kuster Jeffers, and their twins Donnan and Garth returned from 
their 6-month European tour.

1929
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February: The Flame Press published Robinson Jeffers’s poem “Stars.”

The City of New York made itself the initial American cruise liner to drop anchor off St. Helena, where “aloha” 
does not mean either hello or goodbye.

June: Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers went for their 1st summer enjoying the hospitality of the wealthy 
Mabel Dodge Luhan at Taos, New Mexico. (Similar summer trips would follow in 1933, 1934, 1935, 1937, 
and 1938.) The twins had their 7th grade at Sunset school.

December: At Paris, Harry Ward Ritchie published Robinson Jeffers’s “Apology for Bad Dreams.”

Unemployment in Germany reached nearly 4,000,000.

1930
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Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers expanded their Tor House by creating a dining room between the 
house and the garage.

March 5, Thursday: Robinson Jeffers’s review of Babette Deutsch’s EPISTLE TO PROMETHEUS was published in The 
New Freeman.

December 10, Thursday: Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s Irish poems as DESCENT TO THE DEAD.

1931
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Robinson Jeffers’s THE TOWER BEYOND TRAGEDY was staged by the Mortar Board Dramatic Group of the 
University of California – Berkeley, under the direction of Edwin Duerr. At the University of Dijon, Lawrence 
Clark Powell published the first doctoral dissertation written on Jeffers. Alfred Knopf published a book by 
Mabel Luhan, LORENZO IN TAOS, which she presented in the form of a letter to Robinson Jeffers explaining to 
him her experience of D.H. Lawrence.

March 26, Saturday: Liveright published Robinson Jeffers’s THURSO’S LANDING AND OTHER POEMS.

April 4, Monday: This week’s issue of TIME Magazine featured the poet Robinson Jeffers on its cover.

May 26, Thursday: Robinson Jeffers’s prose “Firstbook” was published as part of THE COLOPHON: PART X, 1933. S.S. 
Alberts’s A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORKS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS was put out for Random House by Cultural 
History Research of Rye NY.

1932
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June: Diego Rivera was granted a commission to produce a mural for the New Worker’s School in NYC.

Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s GIVE YOUR HEART TO THE HAWKS AND OTHER POEMS.

1933
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With Robinson Jeffers at 47 years of age and Una Call Kuster Jeffers at 48, and their twins Donnan and Garth 
at age 18, the family went on a trip to New Mexico and visited the Grand Canyon.

Enrico Fermi discovered that when uranium is bombarded with neutrons, something strange happens to the 
atomic mass of some of its atoms (at first it wasn’t clear what that strangeness was).

Irène and Frédéric Joliot-Curie discovered a way to create artificial radioactivity in the laboratory — when 
bombarded with alpha particles aluminum would emit protons, but then afterward it would continue to do so 
(like her mother, Irène Joliot-Curie would die of leukemia).

In 1913, H.G. Wells’s LITTLE WARS had been the initial book to describe hobby war gaming done with 
miniatures. In such war games, Wells noticed, firearms tended to dominate the battlefield and tended to induce 
the players to focus on eliminating their opponent’s forces. To curtail these tendencies and render the gaming 
more sophisticated, Wells had developed new rulebooks. Meanwhile, he had been scribbling away at THE 
WORLD SET FREE, a novel in which he described aerial bombs made from isotopes of uranium. In this year the 
book was translated into German and induced Hungarian physicist Leo Szilard to patent the idea of nuclear 
chain reactions).

1934
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Donnan and Garth Jeffers attended Salinas Junior College. Una Call Kuster Jeffers needed an operation. 
Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s SOLSTICE AND OTHER POEMS.

1935
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The Jeffers twins, Donnan and Garth, lived at the International House while attending the University of 
California – Berkeley. Robinson Jeffers received a Book of the Month Club Award for his SOLSTICE AND 
OTHER POEMS.

June: Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers visited Taos, New Mexico.

1936
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Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s SUCH COUNSELS YOU GAVE TO ME AND OTHER POEMS. His 
“Hope is not for the Wise” folio was issued by Quercus Press of San Mateo CA. His 1935 SOLSTICE AND 
OTHER POEMS won a Book of the Month Club prize.

The Answer
Then what is the answer?— Not to be deluded by dreams.
To know that great civilizations have broken down into violence, and their tyrants come, many times before.
When open violence appears, to avoid it with honor or choose the least ugly faction; these evils are essential.
To keep one’s own integrity, be merciful and uncorrupted and not wish for evil; and not be duped
By dreams of universal justice or happiness. These dreams will not be fulfilled.
To know this, and know that however ugly the parts appear the whole remains beautiful. A severed hand
Is an ugly thing and man dissevered from the earth and stars and his history... for contemplation or in fact...
Often appears atrociously ugly. Integrity is wholeness, the greatest beauty is
Organic wholeness, the wholeness of life and things, the divine beauty of the universe. Love that, not man
Apart from that, or else you will share man’s pitiful confusions, or drown in despair when his days darken.

January: The National Institute of Arts and Letters elected Robinson Jeffers to membership, and Occidental College 
conferred upon him their honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters.

June Robinson Jeffers and Una Call Kuster Jeffers would be visiting Ireland, until October 30th.

1937
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Robinson Jeffers’s brother Hamilton took him in a Stearman biplane for an aerial view of Death Valley. In 
Taos, Una caught Robin with another woman and attempted suicide. For the remainder of her life she would 
be disfigured.

April: Random House published THE SELECTED POETRY OF ROBINSON JEFFERS.

1938
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Edith Greenan’s OF UNA JEFFERS.

Lieutenant Colonel George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to permanent rank of Colonel. With nothing much 
going on, not being allowed to kill anybody, he considered retiring from the US Army. Jesus H. Christ, this 
peace stuff is so fucking boring!

Pourvou Que Ca Doure11

Life grows, life is not made; you can make death.
Neither were the sun nor the stars created,

But grew from what grew before. Without the corruption of plants and corpses
life could not grow.

Look around you at civilization decaying and sick:
look at science, corrupted

To be death’s bawd; and art — painting and sculpture,
that had some dignity —

Corrupted into the show-off antics of an imbecile child;
and statecraft

Into the antic gestures of a gin-muddled butcher-boy:
look all around you,

And praise the solitary hawk-flights of God, and say,
what a stinking of famous corpses

To fertilize the fields of the human future ... if man’s back holds.

— Robinson Jeffers

February: In this month God, who has a sense of humor, struck the executioner of the French, Anatole Deibler, with a 
heart attack, in the métro station, as he was setting off for Rennes, to truncate a man named Pilorges, and his 
life was cut off.

In this month our poet Robinson Jeffers composed for us a poem:

Nerves
You have noticed the curious increasing exasperation
Of human nerves these late years? Not only in Europe,
Where reasons exist, but universal; a rope or a net
Is being hauled in, a tension screwed tighter;
Few minds now are quite sane: nearly every person
Seems to be listening for a crash, listening...
And wishing for it, with a kind of enraged
Sensibility.

Or is it that we really feel
A gathering in the air of something that hates
Humanity; and in that storm-light see
Ourselves with too much pity and the others too clearly?

1939

11. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House — even after the war had been over for several years.
(The title “Pourvou Que Ca Doure” refers to the final clause “if man’s back holds” and translates as “Provided That It Lasts.”)

ROBINSON JEFFERS
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Well: this is February, nineteen-three-nine.
We count the months now; we shall count the days.
It seems time that we find something outside our
Own nerves to lean on.

The poet was already beginning to arrive at his concept “inhuman” — which eventually he would use to name 
his peculiar philosophical attitude as that of Inhumanism. (He had not read Thoreau and thus had no idea that 
he was merely echoing the life philosophy of another poet. During his life, no-one would ever alert him to this 
fact.)

“It appears to me that to one standing on the
heights of philosophy mankind & the works of man will
have sunk out of sight altogether. Man is altogether too
much insisted on. The poet says the proper study of
mankind is man– I say study to forget all that –take
wider views of the universe– That is the egotism of the
race. What is this our childish gossipping social
literature – mainly in the hands of the publishers? When
the poet says the world is too much with us –he means
of course that man is too much with us– In the
promulgated views of man –in institutions –in the common
sense there is narrowness & delusion. It is our weakness
that so exaggerates the virtues of philanthropy &
charity & makes it the highest human attribute– The
world will sooner or later tire of philanthropy –and all
religions based on it mainly. They cannot long sustain
my spirit.
In order to avoid delusions I would fain let man go by
& behold a universe in which man is but as a grain of
sand– I am sure that my thoughts which consist or are
contemporaneous with social personal connections –
however humane are not the wisest & widest –most
universal– What is the village –city state –nation –aye
the civilized world – that it should so concern a man?
It is a comfortable place to nestle no doubt & we have
friends – some sympathizing ones it may be, & a hearth,
there – but I have only to get up at midnight – aye to
soar – or wander a little in my thought by day – to find
them all slumbering– Look at our literature what a poor
puny social thing seeking sympathy– The author troubles
himself about his readers – would fain have one before
he dies.– not satisfied with defiling one another in
this world, we would all go to heaven together.– To be

ROBINSON JEFFERS
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a good man (that is a good neighbor in the widest sense)
is but little more than to be a good citizen. Mankind
is a gigantic institution – it is a community to which
most men belong. It is a test I would apply to my
companion – can he forget man? Can he see this world
slumbering?
I do not value any view of the universe into which man
& the institutions of man enter very largely & absorb
much of the attention– Man is but the place where I
stand & the prospect (thence) hence is infinite. it is
not a chamber of mirrors which reflect me –when I
reflect myself –I find that there is other than me. man
is a past phenomenon to philosophy – the universe is
larger than enough for man’s abode. Some rarely go
outdoors – most are always at home at night – very few
indeed have stayed out all night once in their lives –
fewer still have gone behind the world of humanity –seen
his institutions like toad-stools by the way-side. Now
the author stands too near his printer. He corrects the
proofs.”
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–Thoreau’s JOURNAL, April 2, 1852

August 30, Wednesday: Our poet wrote us a poem:

The Soul’s Desert
(August 30, 1939)

They are warming up the old horrors; and all that they say is echoes of echoes.
Beware of taking sides; only watch.
These are not criminals, nor hucksters and little journalists, but the governments
Of the great nations; men favorably
Representative of massed humanity. Observe them. Wrath and laughter
Are quite irrelevant. Clearly it is time
To become disillusioned, each person to enter his own soul’s desert
And look for God, — having seen man.
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— Robinson Jeffers

September 19, Tuesday: After a protracted, heroic defense of ten days, Polish forces surrendered Posen (Poznan) to 
the Germans. Führer Adolf Hitler made a triumphal entry into Danzig (Gdansk).

Soviet troops occupied Vilna (Vilnius) and blockaded the Estonian coast.

Der Führer empowered the leading medical officers of the Reich to begin a policy of killing the insane.

Our poet wrote us a poem:

The Day is a Poem
(September 19, 1939)

This morning Hitler spoke in Danzig, we heard his voice.
A man of genius: that is, of amazing
Ability, courage, devotion, cored on a sick child’s soul,
Heard clearly through the dog-wrath, a sick child
Wailing in Danzig; invoking destruction and wailing at it.
Here, the day was extremely hot; about noon
A south wind like a blast from hell’s mouth spilled a slight rain
On the parched land, and at five a light earthquake
Danced the house, no harm done. To-night I have been amusing myself
Watching the blood-red moon droop slowly
Into black sea through bursts of dry lightning and distant thunder.
Well: the day is a poem: but too much
Like one of Jeffers’s, crusted with blood and barbaric omens,
Painful to excess, inhuman as a hawk’s cry.

— Robinson Jeffers

December: Quercus Press published Robinson Jeffers’s folio “The Condor” and his broadside “Two Consolations.”
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Robinson Jeffers was elected to an honorary Phi Beta Kappa membership at the University of Southern 
California.

March 10, Sunday: Finland lay prostrate, the spring flowers were a-bloom, a rare 5-planet conjunction was in the 
evening sky, and our poet –whose brother was an astronomer at the Lick Observatory– made us a poem:

Moon and Five Planets
Five planets and a brilliant young moon
Reach like a golden ladder from the saffron-lined sea-rim
High up the dark blue dome of heaven.
To-day we saw the first flush of wild-flowers, glad was our hillside
With yellow violets and blue-eyed grass.
This beautiful day dying in such splendor is the tenth of March,
Nineteen forty; Finland to-day
After all her winter valor and the great war in the snow
Is beaten down by machines and multitude.
It will be long before the moon and five planets meet again;
And bitter things will have happened; not worse things.

— Robinson Jeffers

May 28, Tuesday: 25,000 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.

Allied (Britain-France-Norway-Poland) forces captured Narvik, Norway.

The US National Defense Advisory Committee was established. 

At 11MA King Leopold III surrendered the Belgian armed forces to Germany and a cease-fire was put into 
effect (the Belgian government-in-exile would repudiate the monarch’s actions). King Leopold III was taken 
into custody.

1940
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Battle
(May 28, 1940)

Foreseen for so many years: these evils, this monstrous violence, these
massive agonies: no easier to bear.

We saw them with slow stone strides approach, everyone saw them; we
closed our eyes against them, we looked

And they have come nearer. We ate and drank and slept, they came nearer.
Sometimes we laughed, they were nearer. Now

They are here. And now a blind man foresees what follows them:
degradation, famine, despair and so forth, and the

Epidemic manias: but not enough death to serve us, not enough death. It
would be better for men

To be few and live far apart, where none could infect another; then slowly
the sanity of field and mountain

And the cold ocean and glittering stars might enter their minds.

Another
dream, another dream.

We shall have to accept certain limitations
In future, and abandon some humane dreams; only hard-minded, sleepless

and realist can ride this rock-slide
To new fields down the dark mountain; and we shall have to perceive that

these insanities are normal;
We shall have to perceive that battle is a burning flower or like a huge

music, and the dive-bomber’s screaming orgasm
As beautiful as other passions; and that death and life are not serious

alternatives. One has known all these things
For many years: there is greater and darker to know
In the next hundred.

And why do you cry, my dear, why do you cry?
It is all in the whirling circles of time.
If millions are born millions will die,
In bed or in battle is no great matter
In the long orbits of time.
If England goes down and Germany up
The stronger dog will still be on top,
All in the turning of time.
If civilization goes down, — that
Would be an event to contemplate.
It will not be in our time, alas my dear,
It will not be in our time.

— Robinson Jeffers
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July 19, Friday: Northwest of the island of Crete, the Bartolomeo Colleoni, an Italian light cruiser, was struck 
repeatedly by shells from British warships and became a blazing wreck and was being abandoned by its crew. 
When British torpedoes struck the cruiser capsized, taking 125 down with it. British destroyers rescued 525 
floaters including its skipper, Captain Umbarto Novaro, who would die of his injuries.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a Naval Expansion Act containing provisions for a “Two Ocean 
Navy.” 1,325,000 tons of combatant shipping, 100,000 tons of auxiliary shipping, and 15,000 aircraft will 
expand the Fleet by 70%.

Great Men
Consider greatness.
A great man must have a following, whether he gain it
Like Roosevelt by grandiose good intentions, cajolery
And public funds, or like Hitler by fanatic
Patriotism, frank lies, genius and terror,
Without great following no greatness; it is ever the greedy
Flame on a wick dipped in the fat of millions;
No man standing alone has ever been great;
Except, most rarely, his will, passion or intellect
Have come to posthumous power, and the naked spirit
Picked up a crown.

 Yes. Alas then, poor ghost,
Nietzsche or Jesus, hermit, martyr, starved prophet,
Were you honest while you lived: You are not now.
You have found your following and it corrupts you; all greatness
Involves betrayal, of the people by a man
Or of a man by the people. Better to have stood
Forever alone. Better been mute as a fish,
Or an old stone on the mountain, where no man comes
But only the wilderness-eyed hawk with her catch
And feeds in peace, delicately, with little beakfuls,
While far down the long slope gleams the pale sea.

— Robinson Jeffers
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Convinced that “the Japs” were about to invade California, San Diego went into the war panic that would be 
described in the John Belushi comedy “1941”:

During this year a phone was installed at Tor House, along the California coast north of San Diego and Los 
Angeles, and Robinson Jeffers served as a plane-spotter while Una did Red Cross work.

My father Captain Benjamin Bearl Smith was a chaplain at an army base in San Diego. For extra pocket 
money, he sold to young recruits a curious little New Testament with a steel cover, to keep in their breast pocket 
over their heart. I remember vividly how he once demonstrated the effectiveness of the body armor of Christ 
by propping one of these steel-coated Testaments against a treetrunk and firing at it with a little pocket pistol 
(I think a .32), until finally he hit it and embedded a slug as far maybe as the Gospel according to Luke. I still 
have one of these little steel-coated life assurances on my bookshelf, in its original little sales box with a 
“salvation” tract tucked into it — unfortunately, it is not the one that Dad had shot at for demo purposes. I did 
not understand how low a Captain’s wages were, I understood only that these young enlisted men would be 
able to go into combat unafraid because they had prayed to Jesus first, and because no Jap could get at them 

1941
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while a steel-jacketed New Testament was protecting their heart.
ASSLEY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBINSON JEFFERS ROBIN JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”

—
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January 1, Wednesday: In the first move toward a Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, 
Commander in Chief of the Japanese combined fleet, ordered Rear Admiral Takijiro Onishi to prepare a 
preliminary study for an air attack on Pearl Harbor.

The current FBI seal came into limited use at this time. (The unimaginative prior seal had been merely the 
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Department of Justice thingie, with an added band for the FBI and its motto.)

It would be during this year that Robinson Jeffers would publish at the head of BE ANGRY AT THE SUN AND 
OTHER POEMS a counterfactual poem that would get him into serious trouble, about how politicians allegedly 
publish falsehoods:

Be Angry at the Sun
That public men publish falsehoods
Is nothing new. That America must accept
Like the historical republics corruption and empire
Has been known for years.

Be angry at the sun for setting
If these things anger you. Watch the wheel slope and turn,
They are all bound on the wheel, these people, those warriors.
This republic, Europe, Asia.

Observe them gesticulating,
Observe them going down. The gang serves lies, the passionate
Man plays his part; the cold passion for truth
Hunts in no pack.

You are not Catullus, you know,

WORLD WAR II
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To lampoon these crude sketches of Caesar. You are far
From Dante’s feet, but even farther from his dirty
Political hatreds.

Let boys want pleasure, and men
Struggle for power, and women perhaps for fame,
And the servile to serve a Leader and the dupes to be duped.
Yours is not theirs.

February: Robinson Jeffers accepted an invitation from the Library of Congress in Washington DC to go on a 
nationwide lecture tour to inaugurate a Poetry Series in Washington, the University of Pittsburgh, Princeton 
University, Harvard University, Columbia University, Buffalo, Indianapolis, Kansas City, and Salt Lake 
City:12

Turn away from each other to that great presence to which
humanity is only a squirming particle. Love your neighbor as
yourself, that is, not excessively if you are adult and normal,
but God with all your heart and mind and soul. Turn outward from
each other as far as need and kindness permit to the vast life
and inexhaustible beauty beyond humanity. This is not a slight
matter but an essential condition of freedom and of moral and
of final sanity. It is understood that this attitude is
peculiarly unacceptable at the present, being opposed not only
by egoism and tradition but by all the currents of the moment.
We are now completely trapped in the nets of envy, intrigue,
corruption, compulsion, and eventual murder that are called
international politics. We have always been expansive, predatory
and missionary; and we love to lie to ourselves. We have
encountered this period of civil struggles and emerging
Caesarism that binds republics with brittle iron. Civilization
everywhere is in its age of decline and abnormal violence. Men
are going to be frightened and herded increasingly into lumps
and masses. A frightened man cannot think and the mass mind does
not want truth, only democratic or Aryan or Marxian or other
colored truth. It wants its own voices. However, the truth will
not die and persons who have lost everything in the culmination
of these evils and stand beyond hope and almost beyond fear may
find it again. But if in some future age, the dreams of Utopia
should incredibly be fulfilled and men were actually free of
want and fear, then all the more they would need this sanctuary
against the deadly emptiness, and insignificance of their lives
at leisure fully realized. Man much more than baboon or wolf is
an animal formed for conflict. His life seems to be meaningless
without it. Only a clear shift of meaning and emphasis from man

12. In 1956, the Book Club of California would publish THEMES IN MY POEMS, on the basis of this lecture the poet had delivered 
at the Library of Congress — a portion of which appears above. Here is Jeffers’s attitude in a nutshell:

The happiest and freest man is the scientist investigating
nature, or the artist admiring it; the person who is interested
in things that are not human. Or if he is interested in human
things, let him regard them objectively, as a small part of the
great music. Certainly humanity has claims on all of us; we can
best fulfill them by keeping our emotional sanity; and this by
seeing beyond and around the human race.
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to not-man can make him whole.

By bombarding Uranium238 (Hiroshima’s “Little Boy”) with deuterons in Professor Edwin McMillan’s 
laboratory at the University of California–Berkeley, Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg and collaborators Arthur Charles 
Wahl and Joseph William Kennedy produced the metal Plutonium239 (Nagasaki’s “Fat Man”). Their previous 
artificial element having been named after the planet Neptune, they named this one after the planet Pluto and 
Dr. Seaborg as a joke suggested a periodic-table symbol honoring a remark that was common at the time in 
Warner Brothers cartoons, “P.U.” When produced in sufficient quantity, a chunk of this material would be 
noticed to be warm to the touch. Announcement of the discovery would be postponed for six years on the basis 
of security concerns.

WORLD WAR II
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Miching Mallecho

(May, 1941)13

Wagging their hoary heads, glaring through their bright spectacles,
The old gentlemen shout for war, while youth
Amazed, unwilling, submissive, watches them. This is not normal,
But really ominous. It is good comedy,
But for a coming time it means mischief. The boys have memories.

— Robinson Jeffers

June: Since we had fled from Kansas with Dust Bowl clouds overhead while I was still an infant in arms, Dad and 
Mom and I had been residing in Wilmington, Delaware, with the Peitsches. The Reverend and Mrs. Peitsch 
were Japan missionaries who were then in the process of begging around the churches, for funds to go back to 
their ministry in Japan (it was the usual thing: the only person they had converted to Christianity had been their 
houseboy whose rice, one might say, might have been expected to have depended on some such performance, 
maybe).

Fantasy

(written in June, 1941)14

Finally in white innocence
The fighter planes like swallows dance,
The bombers above ruined towns
Will drop wreaths of roses down,
Doves will nest in the guns’ throats
And the people dance in the streets,
Whistles will bawl and bells will clang,
On that great day the boys will hang
Hitler and Roosevelt in one tree,
Painlessly, in effigy,
To take their rank in history;
Roosevelt, Hitler and Guy Fawkes
Hanged above the garden walks,
While the happy children cheer,
Without hate, without fear,
And new men plot a new war.

— Robinson Jeffers

13. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House — even after the war was over.
14. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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July: The US Military Attache in Mexico forwarded a report that the Japanese were constructing special small 
submarines for attacking the American fleet in Pearl Harbor, and that a training program then under way 
included towing them from Japan to positions off the Hawaiian Islands, where they were practicing surfacing 
and submerging.

The British “Maud” Committee reported that if a government could accumulate and concentrate 10 kilograms 
of 235Uranium, a weapon could be made. The US Academy of Sciences endorsed the creation of an atomic-
bomb program.

Robinson Jeffers’s play THE TOWER BEYOND TRAGEDY was staged at the open-air forest theater in Carmel 
under the direction of John Gassner, with Dame Judith Anderson as Clytemnestra.

When German troops occupied the town of Vinnitsa in Russia they found in the courtyard of the town’s prison 
a mass grave. This pit had been 20 metres long by 6 metres wide and turned out to contain 96 Ukrainian 
political prisoners who had just been executed because it had not been possible to evacuate them prior to the 
arrival of the Germans. Then, behind the prison in another courtyard, they found a 2nd such pit, from which 
they did not exhume and count the corpses. Persistent rumors among the civilian population of Vinnitsa would 
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lead to the discovery of such pits at three other locations. In a pear orchard a couple of kilometers outside the 
town, 38 such pits were mapped, in the old cemetery 40, and in the People’s Park 35. Most of the victims had 
been Kulaks, small landowners, and had made themselves “enemies of the people” by not embracing the 
collectivization policies of Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin.” When digging would begin 
on May 25, 1943, the forensics would reveal that the victims had been killed some five years before which is 
to say, during about 1938. The digging would be interrupted by adverse weather conditions and would never 
be resumed because, soon afterward, the Red Army would re-occupy the area. However, by the time the 
Soviets entered the town a total of 9,439 corpses, each with a bullet wound in the neck, had been tabulated. 
Local Ukrainians reported that from 1938 until the arrival of the German troops in 1941, trucks had kept 
coming and going day and night, bringing the corpses of these Kulaks from NKVD prisons.

December 7 (7:40AM Honolulu time; December 8th in Tokyo), Sunday, a day that shall live in infamy: Admiral 
Husband Kimmel was giving his sailors one last weekend of liberty so they would have a chance to say 
farewell to their loved ones, and his fleet was all prepared to steam out of Pearl Harbor on Monday, December 
8th, to seek a showdown Trafalgar-like battle with the Japanese fleet, destroying its offensive capabilities. The 
admiral’s battle plan was 113 pages long and had already been approved by Harold Stark, Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

But that’s not what happened, is it? The Japanese were a day ahead of us. (I’m reminded of the time one of our 
draught horses was sick. Grandpa had a piece of water hose from an old washing machine, hanging out in the 
barn for just such purposes, and so, to get his horse to take its medicine, he shoved the hose down the horse’s 
throat and poured the medicine down the hose. However, he hadn’t gotten that hose far enough down the 
horse’s throat –so the medicine wouldn’t go down –so he put his lips to the end of the hose, and went to blow 
the medicine down the hose. Well, I’ll never forget this until the day I die — that horse blew first.)

Japan attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, and attacked Great Britain, invading Siam and Malaya 
and occupying the International Settlement at Shanghai. A sneak attack! (Well, but although the Japanese 
naval forces did not go ashore and take possession of the Kota Baharu airport until later in the day, they 
actually began to shell the Malayan coast at Kota Baharu and at Singora and Pattani, Thailand an hour and a 
half prior to the first activity at Pearl Harbor — which is strange behavior indeed for someone who is 
attempting to sneak up on your in your slumbers!) Soon a Japanese reply rejecting the United States note of 
November 26th would be delivered at Washington DC, and Japan would declare a state of war with the United 
States and Great Britain. Later in the day, the Netherlands East Indies, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Canada 
would declare war against Japan.

I was on my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday
evening at about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor
came over my car radio. Only a few others arriving there had
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heard it.

Japanese carrier-based horizontal bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers, and fighters totaling 360 aircraft 
from naval Striking Force under Vice Admiral C. Nagumo heavily attacked ships of the United States Pacific 
Fleet and military installations at Pearl Harbor and other places on Oahu. Four battleships, 1 minelayer, and 1 
target ship were sunk; 4 battleships, 3 cruisers, 3 destroyers, 1 seaplane tender, and 1 repair ship were damaged. 
Navy Yard and Naval Base, Pearl Harbor; Naval Air Station, Ford Island; Naval Patrol Plane Station, Kaneohe; 
Marine Corps airfield, Ewa; Army airfields Hickam, Wheeler, and Bellows were damaged; 188 Naval and 
Army aircraft were destroyed. 

Killed or missing:

• Navy.............. 2,004 
• Marine Corps... 108 
• Army................ 222 

Wounded: 

• Navy................ 912 
• Marine Corps.... 75 
• Army............... 360 

[Personnel casualty statistics for the Pearl Harbor attack have been revised several times after evaluation of 
new data. The figures presented here were compiled in 1955 from official sources.] 

Japanese losses:

• 5 kaiten suicide submarines
• 28 aircraft

JOHN R. KELLAM
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• fewer than 100 men

Two Japanese destroyers shelled Midway Island. Japanese airplanes bombed Singapore, killing 63. Then 
bombs began to fall in Manila and other targets on Luzon and Davao in the Philippines as well as Guam, Wake 
Island, Midway, and Hong Kong. Japanese troops took possession of Shanghai, including the buildings of the 
United States garrison.

United States naval vessels sunk by air attack, Pearl Harbor: [All ships sunk, except Arizona, Oklahoma, and 
Utah, would subsequently be raised, repaired, and returned to service.] 

• Battleship Oklahoma (BB-37). 
• Battleship Arizona (BB-39). 
• Battleship California (BB-44). 
• Battleship West Virginia (BB-48). 
• Minelayer Ogala (CM-4). 
• Target ship Utah (AG-16). 

United States naval vessels damaged, Pearl Harbor: 

• Battleship Nevada (BB-36). 
• Battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38). 
• Battleship Tennessee (BB-43). 
• Battleship Maryland (BB-46). 
• Light cruiser Raleigh (CL-7). 
• Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48). 
• Light cruiser Helena (CL-50). 
• Destroyer Cassin (DD-372). 
• Destroyer Shaw (DD-373). 
• Destroyer Downes (DD-375). 
• Seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4). 
• Repair ship Vestal (AR-4). 
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Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered existing FBI war plans put into effect and Attorney General Francis Biddle 
authorized the Bureau to act against dangerous enemy aliens. Local police, in cooperation with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agents, began to round up the Issei leadership of Japanese-American communities 
both in Hawaii and on the mainland (in today’s publicity documents, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
unapologetically refers to these community leaders as having amounted to “previously identified aliens who 
threatened national security,” quote unquote). 

By 6:30AM the following morning, 736 Issei would be in custody; and within 48 hours, the number would 
have risen to 1,291. Caught by surprise for the most part, these men would be held with no formal charges and 
family members would be unable to visit them. Most would spend the war years in enemy-alien internment 
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camps run by the Justice Department.

Within 72 hours the Agents would be working a 24-hour day, at the job of rounding up Americans to take them 
to detention camps. They would take a total of 3,846 citizens into custody as enemy aliens. Any radio capable 
of short-wave reception would be seized as an obvious weapon of war, as well as any weapons of any kind, 
their ammo — and, the records assert, dynamite. (Was some farmer blasting out the stumps in his pasture?)

A message was sent from the Japanese Consul in Budapest to Tokyo: “On the 6th, the American Minister 
presented to the Government of this country a British Government communique to the effect that a state of war 
would break out on the 7th.” The communique was the December 5th War Alert from the British Admiralty, 
which has since disappeared. This triple-priority alert was delivered to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
personally. The Mid-East British Air Marshall informed Colonel Bonner Fellers on Saturday that he had 
received a secret signal that in 24 hours America was coming into the war. Winston Churchill would 
summarize the message in GRAND ALLIANCE (page 601) as listing the two fleets attacking British targets and 
“Other Japanese fleets ... also at sea on other tasks” (there were three other Japanese fleets also at sea on these 
other tasks — those sailing toward Guam, toward the Philippines, and toward Hawaii).
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Führer Adolf Hitler issued his Night and Fog decree.

Very early on this morning, two US Marines, an emergency special detail, were stationed outside the door of 
the Japanese Naval Attache. Why, was there something special going on?

At 9:30AM Washington time, Stark’s aides were begging him to send a warning to Hawaii — but he wouldn’t.

At 10AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Franklin Delano Roosevelt read the 14th part of the decoded 
Japanese diplomatic declaration of war.

At 10:30AM Washington time, Bratton informed Marshall that he had a most important message (the 15th part 
of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war) and would bring it to Marshall’s quarters, but Marshall 
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responded that he would take it at his office.

At 11AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt read the 15th part of the decoded Japanese 
diplomatic declaration of war, the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State 
Department as 1PM — which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time.

At 11:15AM Washington time, Navy Secretary Knox was given the 15th part of the decoded Japanese 
diplomatic declaration of war –the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State 
Department as 1PM, which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time– with this note from the Office of Naval 
Intelligence: “This means a sunrise attack on Pearl Harbor today.” Naval Intelligence also transmitted this 
prediction to Hull and about eight others, including the White House.

At 11:25AM Washington time, according to Bratton, Marshall reached his office. Marshall’s story, later, would 
be that he had been out riding horses that morning — but this cover story would be directly contradicted by 
the testimony of Harrison, McCollum, and Deane. We know that Marshall perjured himself, because he also 
testified that he had never received the prior 13 parts of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war, 
and yet we know by his own account that he had read those first 13 parts by 10PM the previous night. Marshall 
was in no hurry. He read and he re-read all of the 10-minute-long 14-part message (some parts he went over 
several times), taking more than an hour. Then he refused to use the scrambler phone on his desk, and also 
refused to send out a warning to Hawaii by the fast, more secure Navy system. Instead, three times he sent 
Bratton to inquire how long it would take to send out his watered-down warning. When informed that this 
would require 30 or 40 minutes by Army radio (meaning that his warning couldn’t reach Pearl Harbor before 
the 1PM Washington-time deadline), he seemed satisfied. The warning would be sent out through commercial 
channels, without any priority identification, and although this message would reach all its other addressees, 
such as the Philippines and Canal Zone, in a timely manner, at Hawaii it would arrive six hours too late — 
which, of course, was what was intended.

At 6:30AM an American destroyer collided with a Japanese minisubmarine within the harbor area.

Who would have thought
they’d sneak up on us?

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

At 7:55AM, Hawaii time: “AIR RAID PEARL HARBOR. THIS IS NOT DRILL.”

The battleships USS Arizona and USS Oklahoma were sunk at anchor, killing 1,177 on the one and 415 on the 
other. Two other battleships, the USS West Virginia (105 killed) and the USS Tennessee, were damaged and 
196 Navy and 65 Army Air Force planes destroyed. A total of 2,341 servicemen and 68 civilians died that day 
and there were 1,178 wounded. 15 Navy men would receive the Congressional Medal of Honor, 10 
posthumously. We were able to shoot down only 29 of the Japanese aircraft.

At 1:50PM Washington time, Harry Hopkins, the only person with Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt when he 
received the phonecall from Knox that gave him the news of the attack, would write in his memoirs that the 
Commander-in-Chief had been unsurprised, and that he had expressed “great relief,” quote unquote. 
When Eleanor Roosevelt would write about the day that shall go down in infamy, on page 233 of her 
THIS I REMEMBER, what she would recollect was that upon Japan’s attack her husband became “in a way more 
serene.”

At 3:00PM Washington time, as Harry Hopkins would later recall, “The (war cabinet) conference met in not 
too tense an atmosphere because I think that all of us believed that in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler ... 
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and that Japan had given us an opportunity.”

That afternoon the Chief of Naval Operations communicated:

 EXECUTE UNRESTRICTED AIR AND SUBMARINE WARFARE AGAINST JAPAN

A full nine hours after the “surprise attack” at Pearl Harbor, General Douglas MacArthur’s entire air force 
would get caught by surprise, and wiped out, in the Philippines. The general’s reaction to the news of Pearl 
Harbor was strange, for a commander who under normal circumstances prided himself upon being supremely 
effective. Instead of being on the scene and making necessary preparations, he locked himself in his room all 
morning, refusing to meet with General Brereton, his air commander, and refusing to engage the Japanese 

forces on Taiwan. Instead the military record of commands issued reveals that MacArthur issued a series of 
three conflicting orders, that ensured that his planes were on the ground most of the morning. He kept himself 
informed of the radar tracking of the Japanese planes as they approached, at 140 miles distance, at 100, at 80, 
at 60, and even at 20 miles distance, and then issued the last order of this series — obviously in order to ensure 
that his planes were on the ground where they could be destroyed. We would lose half of all the heavy bombers 
we had in the world. He could only have been acting under orders, since after doing this he retained his 
command, escaped any reprimand, and got his fourth star, along with, shortly after, the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. Obviously, it was important that on this day the Japanese succeed in destroying all the capability of 
our Pacific forces to respond immediately to the attack, putting them in the position of waiting for resupply of 
war materiel.

At 8:30PM Washington time, the President was commenting to his cabinet, “We have reason to believe that 
the Germans have told the Japanese that if Japan declares war, they will too. In other words, a declaration of 
war by Japan automatically brings....” (At this point he was interrupted, and we can only wonder what he had 
had on his mind to say. ;-)
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By 9:30PM Washington time, the FBI was in war mode, on a 24-hour schedule. (It would need to augment its 
Agent force with National Academy graduates who took only an abbreviated training course. As a result, the 
total number of agency employees would rise from 7,400 to over 13,000, of whom approximately 4,000 would 
be Agents, by the end of 1943.)

At midnight, Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt met with CBS newsman Edward R. Murrow, 
who found him calm. After going over the latest from Pearl Harbor, the President inquired: “Did this surprise 
you?” Murrow said it had. Roosevelt then, cryptically, went “Maybe you think it didn’t surprise us?”

The Washington conspirators had produced war, exactly as they desired.

Why would we have been surprised? Our military men do study the history of warfare, and they knew perfectly 
well that the Japanese had, once before, initiated a war with this precisely sort of successful surprise assault 
upon a fleet:

Due to the circumstances of betrayal by their Commander in Chief, the US Marine detachments stationed at 
Tientsin and Beijing were of course obliged to surrender to the Japanese.

Shine, Empire
Powerful and armed, neutral in the midst of madness, we might have held

the whole world’s balance and stood
Like a mountain in a wind. We were misled and took sides. We have

chosen to share the crime and the punishment.

Perhaps justly, being part of Europe. Three thousand miles of ocean would
hardly wash out the stains

Of all that mish-mash, blood, language, religion, snobbery. Three thousand
miles in a ship would not make Americans.

WORLD WAR II

When entomologist G.W. Kirkaldy provided species descriptions for a series of insects 
whose names all ended in “-chisme” (pronounced “kiss me”), the guy must have been 
terminally horny, for among his species names are such as Polychisme, Marichisme 
and Dollischisme.

By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a Russian 
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I have often in weak moments thought of this people as something higher
than the natural run of the earth.

I was quite wrong; we are lower. We are the people who hope to win wars
with money as we win elections.

Hate no one. Roosevelt’s intentions were good, and Hitler is a patriot. They
have split the planet into two mill-stones

That will grind small and bloody; but still let us keep some dignity, these
days are tragic, and fight without hating.

It is war, and no man can see an end of it. We must put freedom away and
stiffen into bitter empire.

All Europe was hardly worth the precarious freedom of one of our states:
what will her ashes fetch?

If I were hunting in the Ventana canyons again with my strong sons, and to
sleep under stars,

I should be happy again. It is not time for happiness. Happy the blind, the
witless, the dead.

Now, thoroughly compromised, we aim at world rule, like Assyria, Rome,
Britain, Germany, to inherit those hoards

Of guilt and doom. I am American, what can I say but again, “Shine,
perishing republic?” ... Shine, empire.

— Robinson Jeffers
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As the Red Army attacked Tikhvin, near Leningrad, the Germans retired to defensive positions before Moscow 
on a line Kursk-Orel-Medyn-Rzhev.

Areas ceded by Finland to the USSR on March 12, 1940 were reintegrated into Finland.

Thomas Merton, who had “lost interest in the Quakers,” would attempt to enlist in the military after the attack 
at Pearl Harbor only to find himself rejected on account of bad teeth. (A few days after this rejection, he would 
wind up at the gate of the Cisterian Order of the Strict Observance at Gethsemani, Kentucky. He had been glad 
to become an American because this was the land of Henry David Thoreau and Emily Dickinson, and would 
claim that he was going into the silent service there in Kentucky in 1941 for the same reason that Thoreau had 
gone in 1845 to the shore of Walden Pond: “to front only the essential facts of life.”)15

More than 34,000,000 male United States citizens would be registered for the military draft.
Of those 34 million, an estimated 72,000 would apply for conscientious objector status. Approximately 
6,000 of those 72,000 applicants for “CO” status would, like Friend John R. Kellam, be imprisoned.
Considering that warfare was not a proper path toward peace was going to constitute a sacrifice — your local 
draft board made up of your fellow citizens was going to ensure that there would be severe consequences, 
that this was an attitude that was going to generate not only persistent accusations of cowardice but also as 
great as possible a level of personal unsafety.
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December 8, Monday: Croatia declared war on the United States and the United Kingdom. Soviet forces retook 
Tikhvin, 180 kilometers southeast of Leningrad. Führer Adolf Hitler announced the suspension of military 
operations against the Soviet Union due to severe weather conditions.

A German policy of killing Jews by gas was put into effect. 700 Jews from Kulmhof (Chelmo), 60 kilometers 
northeast of Lodz, were taken by van (with the exhaust system hooked into the van) to a nearby wood. By the 
time they arrived, they were dead. From this day on, Jews from the surrounding district were daily transported 
to Kulmhof for the same purpose. This was the first death camp to begin operations. The region would be 
emptied of its 360,000 Jews.

This was the day on which the US Pacific fleet had been ordered to steam out of Pearl Harbor to seek battle 
engagement with the Japanese fleet, but the hulls of many capital vessels of this US fleet were resting on a bed 
of mud in the warm shallow waters of Pearl Harbor, awaiting recovery and salvage efforts, and oil slicks were 
glistening upon the surfaces of these waters.

After Japanese soldiers made a quick lunch of the defenses of the British crown colony of Hong Kong, 
Governor Mark Young was restricted to his quarters in the Peninsula Hotel. British civilians were rounded up 
and some 20,000 Chinese per month would be deported to the mainland.

US Marines and other Allied nationals were interned at Shanghai, Beijing, and Tientsin.

Striking Force, Asiatic Fleet (Rear Admiral W.A. Glassford) departed Iloilo, Philippine Islands for Makassar 
Strait, Netherlands East Indies. 

The river gunboat Wake (PR-3) was surrendered to Japanese at Shanghai after an attempt to scuttle it failed
15. As a result of Roosevelt’s trick to get us into war, 2,403 American lives were lost at Pearl Harbor, and 1,178 Americans received 
nonfatal wounds, inclusive of our civilian casualties.

Eighteen of our ships were sunk or seriously damaged, including 5 battleships — we visit the USS Arizona today, with waving flags, 
to restore our patriotism. Of our aircraft, 188 were destroyed and 162 damaged. Out of their raiding force of 31 ships and 353 raiding 
planes, which in this way “achieved complete surprise,” the Japanese lost only 64 men, 29 planes, and 5 kaiten suicide submarines. 
The Commander-in-Chief’s trick to get us into war has recently been justified by certain historians, on the grounds of necessity: 
their argument is that we needed to get involved in this war but the American public was, unfortunately, reluctant, and thus we 
needed to be persuaded by being tricked in some manner. What these historians have missed is that the President had succeeded in 
two linked objectives rather than one objective on this day: not only had he obtained a morally righteous position by way of a “sneak 
attack” posturing, but also he had obtained, through the cooperation of General Douglas MacArthur, adequate destruction of our 
ability to respond in the Pacific to ensure that, as he desired, Japan would be forced to take a back seat and wait to be destroyed until 
after our VE-day victory over Germany (“...in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler...”).

ANTISEMITISM
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(The Wake would be the sole United States ship to surrender during this war). 

The Potomac River Naval Command, with its headquarters at Washington DC, and the Severn River Naval 
Command, with its headquarters at Annapolis, Maryland, were established. 

The SS President Harrison, en route to evacuate Marines from Chingwangtao, China, ran aground at Sha Wai 
Shan, China, and was captured by the Japanese. 

Japanese aircraft bombed Guam, Wake, Hong Kong, Singapore, and the Philippine Islands. Extensive damage 
was inflicted on United States Army aircraft at Clark Field, Luzon, Philippine Islands.

Japan interned United States Marines and nationals at Shanghai and Tientsin, China. 

A United States naval vessel was sunk by a horizontal bomber: the minesweeper Penguin (AM-33), near Guam 
in the Marianas Islands.

Japan invaded Thailand, which capitulated.

Japanese troops landed unopposed at Victoria Point, the southern tip of Burma.

Japanese landed on Bataan Island north of Luzon, Philippine Islands, and on the east coast of the Malay 
Peninsula. (At some point during their occupation of the Philippines, on Luzon, 14 Filipino resistance fighters 
would be forced to surrender because they ran out of ammunition. Other POWs were required to dig 14 
foxholes for them and were then executed. These resistance fighters were forced into the foxholes and earth 
shovelled around them and stamped down, until only their heads and necks were above ground, so that the 
Japanese officer could use them for his sword practice. Some of the soldiers having defecated onto banana 
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leaves, shit was stuffed into their mouths with considerable hilarity before the officer drew his sword.

The Chelmno death camp near Lodz, Poland opened for business.

In a conversation with Rosenman, one of his speechwriters, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt spoke of 
Führer Adolf Hitler as his first target, and “feared that a great many Americans would insist that we make the 
war in the Pacific at least equally important with the war against Hitler.” He was, however, saying nothing of 
the sort to the American people. 

Instead we were receiving, on this day that will live in infamy, a lie that would send more than 16 million US 
citizens to war:

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 
Yesterday, December 7, 1941 -a date which will live in infamy-
the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately
attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 
The United States was at peace with that Nation and, at the
solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its
Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of
peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air
squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador
to the United States and his colleague delivered to the
Secretary of State a form reply to a recent American message.
While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the
existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hit
of war or armed attack.
It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes
it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days
or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese
Government had deliberately sought to deceive the United States
by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 
The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe
damage to American naval and military forces. Very many American
lives have been lost. In addition American ships have been
reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and
Honolulu. 
Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack
against Malaya. Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. Last night Japanese

HEADCHOPPING
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forces attacked the Philippine Islands. Last night the Japanese
attacked Midway Island. Japan has, therefore, undertaken a
surprise offensive extending through out the Pacific area. The
facts of yesterday speak for themselves. The people of the
United States have already formed their opinions and well
understand the implications to the very life and safety of our
Nation. 
As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that
all measures be taken for our defense. 
Always will we remember the character of the onslaught against
us. No matter how long it may take us to overcome this
premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous
might will win through to absolute victory. 
I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people
when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the
uttermost but will make very certain that this form of treachery
shall never endanger us again. Hostilities exist. There is no
blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our
interests are in grave danger. With confidence in our armed
forces - with the unbounded determination of our people - we
will gain the inevitable triumph - so help us God. 
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and
dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December seventh, a state
of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese
Empire. 

— Franklin D. Roosevelt

DECLARATION OF WAR
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The British declared war upon Japan. Declarations of war upon Japan were issued by Nicaragua, Honduras, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the Netherlands, the Free French, and Panama. 
Mexico, Colombia, Belgium, and Egypt did not declare war, but did sever diplomatic relations with Japan. 
(The USSR would neither declare war upon Japan nor sever diplomatic relations, until that nation lay prostrate 
and devastated in the very last moments of the hostilities.)

WORLD WAR II
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Pearl Harbor
I

Here are the fireworks. The men who conspired and labored
To embroil this republic in the wreck of Europe have got their bargain, —
And a bushel more. As for me, what can I do but fly the national flag from the top of the tower, —
America has neither race nor religion nor its own language: nation or nothing.

Stare, little tower,
Confidently across the Pacific, the flag on your head. I built you at the other war’s end,
And the sick peace; I based you on living rock, granite on granite; I said,

“Look, you gray stones:
Civilization is sick: stand awhile and be quiet and drink the sea-wind, you

will survive
Civilization.”

But now I am old, and O stones be modest. Look, little tower:
This dust blowing is only the British Empire; these torn leaves flying
Are only Europe; the wind is the plane-propellers; the smoke is Tokyo. 

The child with the butchered throat
Was too young to be named. Look no farther ahead.

II
The war that we have carefully for years provoked
Catches us unprepared, amazed and indignant. Our warships are shot
Like sitting ducks and our planes like nest-birds, both our coasts ridiculously panicked,
And our leaders make orations. This is the people
That hopes to impose on the whole planetary world
An American peace.

(Oh, we’ll not lose our war: my money on amazed Gulliver
And his horse-pistols.)

Meanwhile our prudent officers
Have cleared the coast-long ocean of ships and fishing-craft, the sky of

planes, the windows of light: these clearings
Make a great beauty. Watch the wide sea; there is nothing human; its gulls

have it. Watch the wide sky
All day clean of machines; only at dawn and dusk one military hawk passes
High on patrol. Walk at night in the black-out,
The firefly lights that used to line the long shore
Are all struck dumb; shut are the shops, mouse-dark the houses. Here the

prehuman dignity of night
Stands, as it was before and will be again. Oh beautiful
Darkness and silence, the two eyes that see God; great staring eyes.

— Robinson Jeffers

At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island, 
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the 
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:

Dec. 8 — This Monday morning we face a turquoise and coral
sunrise with the sick realization that we are at war, and that
the radio bulletins are not something by Orson Welles.
We had turned the radio off at eleven o’clock last night, worn
dull by hours of incessant listening, and were about to go to
bed when Charlie and Harriett who had spent the day at his
mother’s, came home with two copies of the War Extra.
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We talked until twelve, soberly with no fine frenzy to fire us.
Constance and Oliver phoned, but there was nothing to say.
It is 8AM and the news is pouring in over the radio.
Hongkong has been bombed, and there is a report of 200 casualties
suffered at Singapore. Ford Wilkins in Manila says there has
been no violence in that city as yet. He tells of Japanese
landing on some parts of the Phillipines, of the round-up and
internment of Japanese in Manila; of the evacuation of Manila,
and of a naval battle reported in the Pacific.
A Washington commentator says our losses are far more serious
(in Hawaii) than given out. Hangers have been flattened, planes
destroyed, there has been torpedo damage — altogether a heavy
naval defeat.
At night the lights burned in embassy windows along
Massachusetts Avenue [in Washington DC].
In Providence, the State Guard has been mobilized, and roving
guards placed at industrial plants, at the airport, and along
the waterfront.
On the West Coast few went to bed last night, excitement running
high the thoroughfares crowded.
Charles Collingwood in a report from London, speaks of grey
parliament buildings, and of Churchill in his black Homburg hat.
Arthur Crock, in writing of the American reaction in the “N.Y.
Times,” says one can almost hear national unity clicking into
place.
This is a grim day. Here, in one of the smallest communities in
the smallest state in the union, the stark branches of the apple
trees are bleak and cold against a lowering sky.
Mother is having an asthma attack.

Twelve o’clock noon — The sun is out, the sky a thin wash of
blue.
Japanese planes are only forty miles from Manila.

12:30 — President Roosevelt spoke to the joint session of House
and Senate, a short address of five hundred words, at the end
of which he asked “that Congress declare that since the
unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday Dec. 7th, a
state of war has existed between the United States and the
Japanese Empire.”
The “President Pierce” reported to have been torpedoed, was the
first dollar liner on which Oliver sailed to the Orient.
A news flash breaks into a concert of chamber music to tell of
an air raid now in progress over Manila.

2:30 — The Phillipines direct. At 1:30 a terrific air attack had
begun over Manila. It is thought that twenty-five American
bombers have been destroyed. As the announcer broadcasts there
is the sound of Japanese planes overhead.
An N.B.C. announcer on the roof of an eight story building
reports a great fire which is destroying the gasoline supply
dump on Nichols Field, a base airfield in the heart of Manila.
He is panting from his run up eight flights of stairs, the
elevator boy having deserted his post.
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The stars were shining over the city and a bright moon rides
directly over head. Galvanized iron rooftops stand out like
mirrors, the black-out rendered futile by the moon.

3:30 PM — Prime Minister Churchill has delivered a solemn speech
in a tired, husky voice.

4:30 PM — The tires of the news boy’s bicycle grit on the gravel
as he wheels up to the door. There is a thud as the “Providence
Bulletin” hits the door. Its headlines have no power to shock
those already benumbed by the radio.

9:35 PM — There is a report from the “San Francisco News
Chronicle” that fifty unidentified planes have been sighted
flying from the south west toward San Francisco. The city is
blacked-out to a depth of ten miles.

10:00 PM — An air raid siren is blowing in San Francisco. All
radio stations but one are off the air. Planes are said to have
been seen off the Golden Gate. The man in the street is wondering
if this is an air raid test of the real thing.
A copy of the November “Atlantic Monthly” lies on the table, the
back page given over to a vacation ad: “Hawaii. Standing two
thousand miles out in the gentle latitudes of the South Pacific
...”
San Francisco motorists are driving without headlights.
The all-clear signal has been given. False alarm or practice
work-out?

11:00 PM — A summary of to-day’s events — and so ends the first
day of this war. We go to bed wondering why, when for months
there has been a strong possibility of war with Japan, our forces
were caught napping.
Will close this with two lines from Shakespeare. King John, I
think.

“For when you should be told they do prepare
           The tidings come that they are all arrived.”

It goes on: “O where hath our intelligence been drunk? Where
hath it slept?” Oh, where indeed!
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January 30, Friday:The Finale from New Dance op.18b for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the 
initial time, in Pittsburgh.

Japanese forces captured Moulmein, Burma (Mawlamyine, Myanmar).

Ten days after the Wannsee Conference had plotted the extermination of 6,000,000 people, Führer Adolf 
Hitler commented about a warning he had issued before the Reichstag on September 1st, 1939: 

I predicted on September the 1st 1939 before the German
Reichstag, and I am careful to refrain from rash prophesies,
that this war will not end the way the jews would have it, namely
with the extermination of all European and Aryan peoples, but
the result of this war will be the annihilation of the jewish
race.

Fourth Act
(written in January, 1942)

Because you are simple people, kindly and romantic, and set your trust in a leader and believed lies;
Because you are humble, and over-valued the rat-run historical tombs of Europe: you have been betrayed

A second time into folly. Now fight, be valiant; be cruel, bloody and merciless, quit you like men.
To fight in a needless war is evil, evil the valor, evil the victory: — to be beaten would be worse.

But fear not that, the little land-frontiered nations are out of date, the island-empires dissolve;
Only solid continents now can support the oceans of bombers, the enormous globe of the sky.

It is scene two act four of the tragic farce The Political Animal. Its hero reaches his apogee
And ravages the whole planet; not even the insects, only perhaps bacteria, were ever so powerful.

Not a good play, but you can see the author’s intention: to disgust and shock. The tragic theme
Is patriotism; the clowning is massacre. He wishes to turn humanity outward from its obsession

In humanity, a riveder le stelle. He will have to pile on horrors; he will not convince you
In a thousand years: but the whole affair is only a hare-brained episode in the life of the planet.

— Robinson Jeffers

1942
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June 25, Thursday: German forces begin an attacked towards Rostov-on-Don.

Germans begin arresting 22,000 Jews in the Paris area, for deportation.

1,000 Royal Air Force bombers attacked Bremen, and unloaded their bomb bays even though the cloud cover 
made it impossible to have any idea what was on the ground beneath them.

The US Army established a European Theater of Operations under Major General Dwight David Eisenhower, 
who arrived on this day in London.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill concluded their 
conference in Washington; a decision had been reached for combined United States-British research and 
development of an atomic bomb. 

Japanese Destroyer Yamakaze was sunk by US Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) off Honshu.

Real and Half Real
It was a time to find a new world: who was sent forth? Columbus, that is the dove, Noah’s dove
Over wide waters. It was time (men having so long so vainly envied the birds) it was time to realize
That ancient dream: and who were appointed? Two brothers, surnamed Wright, (that’s maker, artificer)
Launch their contrivance — where? — on the field of the hawk, Kittyhawk, the mewing hawk.

These are the two great turnings
In a thousand years: you notice how the names mark them: do you see myth
Leaning tall from her darkness over the shoulders of history, guiding
The hand that writes? A dove discovers new lands; a legendary artificer, doubled to symbolize
Importance, invents the plane.

Or again: consider the dates of the earlier world-war.
It became world-war

The day America entered it: what was that day? A most appropriate day,
a so-called Good Friday,

The day of the death of Christ. And then it ended, not quite too late, and its armistice
Is dated the eleventh hour, underscored by eleventh
Day and month: a grim bit of humor, trivial but ominous.

— And now we return to complete the twelfth —
The man who is chosen to crack the iron shell of Europe:

what is his name? — Iron-hewer.

There seems to be something
Intentional in these coincidences. Perhaps they are token
That what makes history is not the actors; men’s minds and clashing causes are not the cause.

The play —
As Hardy, Tolstoy, Sophocles knew — is authored
Outside the scene. Invisible wires are pulled, the passionate puppets gesticulate, Napoleon, Oedipus
And Hitler perform their pre-formed agonies.

But now consider
Something not human: — here the coast hills at Soberanes Creek sea-mouth,

steep wedges and cones of granite
Thin-skinned with grass; their feet are deep in the flood-tide ocean, dark, heavy and still,
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calm in this trough
Between two storms; their heads are against the dark heavy sky.

No life is visible but the bright grass,
And a gang of wild pigs, huddled and flank-to-flank, flowing up a swale
On the far slope; and that one eagle, wheeling and rocking, high and alone
Against the cloud-lid.

Here are no trivial artist-signatures, no puppet-play,
no pretence of free will;

This is first-class reality. The human affair is half real, part myth, part art-work:
this is in earnest.

I conclude
That men should play the parts assigned them and do it bravely, emulating
The nobility of nature, but well in mind
That their play is a play; it is serious but not important; what’s done in earnest

is done outside it.
— Robinson Jeffers
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During the 2d World War, the US Army positioned its Harbor Entrance Command Post next to the main 
shipping channel entering the inner harbor, at the tip of Deer Island, and named this facility Fort Dawes. 
The US Navy operated a radar and signal station there. A US Maritime Training School in radio, and a 
hospital, occupied Gallops Island, and the foundations of these can still be seen. Edward Rowe Snow would 
report that the cafeteria at this school offered the “most delightful chocolate frappes for only a dime.”

During the first year and a half of war, Fred Bohm, who had been keeper of the Spectacle Island Range Lights, 
would function as the keeper of the Deer Island Light. He would be keeping a sharp eye out for dark shadows 
of submerged German submarines.

What was this new thingie, “RADAR”? Robinson Jeffers would classify it not as new science but as a “new 
cunning”:

Staggering Back toward Life16

Radar and rocket-plane, the applications of chemistry, the tricks of physics:
new cunning rather

Than new science: but they work. The time is in fact
A fever-crisis; the fag-end of nominal peace between these wars, and the so-called

peace to follow them,
Are, with the wars, one fever; the world one hospital;
The semi-delirious patient his brain breeds dreams like flies, but they are giants.

And they work. The question is
How much of all this amazing lumber the pale convalescent
Staggering back toward life will be able to carry up the steep gorges

that thrid the cliffs of the future?
I hope, not much. We need a new dark-age, five hundred years of winter

and the tombs for dwellings — but it’s remote still.

1943

16. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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The heavy artillery at Fort Strong on Long Island being obsolete, the facility was used as a mine operations 
center.

Between Gallops and Lovells Island a tunnel was dug beneath the sea and packed with low-grade industrial 
explosives. Our plan was that if an enemy ship, say a submarine, attempted to pass above this petard, the 

massive bulk of explosives would be detonated, perhaps even literally blowing said ship out of the water.17 
For awhile there was tension at the harbor mine control station on Georges Island while a German U-boat 
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17. You can sleep soundly tonight. Your military is thinking up interesting new ways to do mayhem and to fabricate chocolate 
frappes.
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lurked off Boston Harbor, but das Untersee Boot failed to make any approach.

Fort Andrews, in the heavily wooded area between the two drumlins of the East Head of Peddocks Island, 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

was in service during this period as a POW camp detaining over 1,000 Italians.

Fall: Based on responses to questions, at attempt was made to segregate “loyal” Japanese-Americans from 
“disloyal.” The “loyal” from the Tule Lake camp would be forwarded to other camps, while the “disloyal” 
from the various camps would be sent to Tule Lake, which became denominated a “segregation center.”

Historical Choice
(written in 1943)

Strong enough to be neutral — as is now proved, now American power
From Australia to the Aleutian fog-seas, and Hawaii to Africa, rides every

wind — we were misguided
By fraud and fear, by our public fools and a loved leader’s ambition,
To meddle in the fever-dreams of decaying Europe. We could have forced

WORLD WAR II
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peace, even when France fell; we chose
To make alliance and feed war.

Actum est. There is no returning now.
Two bloody summers from now (I suppose) we shall have to take up the

corrupting burden and curse of victory.
We shall have to hold half the earth: we shall be sick with self-disgust,
And hated by friend and foe, and hold half the earth — or let it go, and go

down with it. Here is a burden
We are not fit for. We are not like Romans and Britons — natural

world-rulers,
Bullies by instinct — but we have to bear it. Who has kissed Fate on the

mouth, and blown out the lamp — must lie with her.

— Robinson Jeffers
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November 30, Tuesday: String Quartet no.6 “Il quarteto brasileiro” by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial 
time, in Rio de Janeiro.

German troops drove the Soviets out of Korosten, northwest of Kiev.

Fascist Italy ordered the deportation of all Jews and the complete expropriation of their property.

Prime Minister Badoglio of Free Italy announced in Naples that King Victor Emmanuel III was stripped of the 
titles “King of Albania” and “Emperor of Ethiopia.”

Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions on Empress Augusta Bay of Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt reminisced with Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Teheran 
that “if the Japanese had not attacked the US he doubted very much if it would have been possible to send any 
American forces to Europe.”

He made it sound almost as if he had been glad it had happened. –But he couldn’t have been glad for this loss 
of life, could he?

Teheran
The persons wane and fade, they fade out of meaning. Personal greatness
Was never more than a trick of the light, a halo of illusion: — but who are

these little smiling attendants
On a world’s agony, meeting in Teheran to plot against whom what future?

The future is clear enough,
In the firelight of burning cities and pain-light of that long battle-line,

WORLD WAR II
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That monstrous ulcer reaching from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea,
slowly rodent westward: There will be Russia

And America; two powers alone in the world; two bulls in one pasture. And
what is unlucky Germany

Between these foreheads?
 Observe also

How rapidly civilization coarsens and decays; its better qualities, foresight,
humaneness, disinterested

Respect for truth, die first; its worst will be last. — Oh well: The future!
When man stinks, turn to God.

— Robinson Jeffers
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January 13, Thursday: The orchestral arrangement of Circus Polka by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial 
time, in Sanders Theater at Harvard University. On the same program was the premiere of the composer’s Four 
Norwegian Moods for orchestra. Both works were being conducted by the composer.

Troops of the Soviet 1st Ukrainian Front occupied Korets, 130 kilometers east of Lutsk.

Out of his bad reaction to a perfectly ordinarily vicious wartime news comment, our poet Robinson Jeffers 
created for us a rather unusual poem, a rather unusual poem that we can validate indeed by consulting an 
almanac (as shown on a following screen).

An Ordinary Newscast

(written January 13, 1944)18

I heard a radio-parrot, an ordinary newscaster,
Say this: “To-night the German astronomers
Will be looking up at the sky: the moon will eclipse the planet Jupiter:

if our bombers come over
They’ll look again.” He said with the pride of patriotism

“The German astronomers
Are interested in a red spot on Jupiter, they hope the eclipse will help them

learn something more
About the red spot. But our brave fliers are interested only in the red splashes
Made by their falling bombs.”

 This is perhaps the most ignoble statement we have heard yet,
but unfortunately

It is in the vein. We are not an ignoble people, but rather generous; but having been tricked
A step at a time, cajoled, scared, sneaked into war; a decent inexpert people betrayed by men
Whom it thought it could trust: our whole attitude
Stinks of that ditch.

So will the future peace. No multibillion credits, no good will, no almsgiving;
Not even the courage of our young men, bitterly wasted, forever to be honored, — will be able to sweeten it.

1944

18. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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February 25, Friday: Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions at Kavieng, New Ireland and Rabaul, New Britain.

The 1,920-ton destroyer HMS Mahratta was escorting convoy JW-57 to Russia when it was torpedoed and 
sunk in the Barents Sea by U-boat U956. 11 officers and 209 ratings died.

The British chief science adviser, Lord Cherwell, recommended to Winston Churchill that our “N-bombs” be 
dropped on the Germans. The “N,” or Bacillus anthracis bacterium, “is extremely difficult to get rid of once 
it is scattered.” Although the bacterium has a “potentiality” that is simply “appalling,” the “most secret” status 
of the development program in England and the “top secret” status of the program in the USA sponsored by 
such American science advisers as Vannevar Bush will be adequate to protect this government project from 
being interfered with by the public. “There is no known cure and no effective prophylaxis,” and in fact this 
type of weapon may prove to be “more formidable, because infinitely easier to make, than ______.” 
Churchill needed no special pleading, he was for it, in fact he had all along been lusting for this sort of ultimate 
horror scenario.

Curb Science?19

Science, that gives man hope to live without lies
Or blast himself off the earth: Curb science
Until morality catches up? — But look: morality
At present running rapidly retrograde,
You’d have to turn science too, back to the witch-doctors
And myth-drunkards. Besides that morality
Is not an end in itself: truth is an end.
To seek the truth is better than good works, better than survival,
Holier than innocence and higher than love.

— Robinson Jeffers

May 8, Monday: The Carrier Ticonderoga (CV-14) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.

Robinson Jeffers wrote about Operation Overlord — which somehow he had already intuited although D-Day 
was still almost a month into the future, set to occur on or about June 6th:

Invasion
(written May 8, 1944)

19. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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Europe has run its course, and whether to fall by its own sickness or ours is not
Extremely important; it was a whittled forepeak and condensation of profuse Asia,

which presently
Will absorb it again. (And if it had conquered eastward and owned the Urals,

would yet be absorbing it.)
Freedom and the lamp have been handed west. Our business was to feed and defend them;

it was not our business
To meddle in the feuds of ghosts and brigands in historical graveyards. We have blood enough,

but not for this folly;
Let no one believe that children a hundred years from now in the future of America

will not be sick
For what our fools and unconscious criminals are doing to-day.

But also
it is ghastly beautiful. Look:

The enormous weight is poised, primed and will slide. Enormous and doomed weight will reply.
It is possible

That here are the very focus and violent peak of all human effort.
(No doubt, alas, that more wasting

Wars will bleed the long future: the sky more crammed with death,
the victims worse crushed: but perhaps never

Again the like weights and prepared clash.) Admire it then; you cannot prevent it;
give it for emotion

The aesthetic emotion.

I know a narrow beach, a thin tide-line
Of fallen rocks under the foot of the coast-range; the mountain is always sliding;

the mountain goes up
Steep as the face of a breaking wave, knuckles of rock, slide-scars, rock-ribs,

brush-fir, blue height,
To the hood of cloud. You stand there at the base, perched like a gull on a tilted slab,

and feel
The enormous opposed presences; the huge mass of the mountain high overhanging,

and the immense
Mass of the deep and sombre Pacific. — That scene, stationary,
Is what our invasion will be in action. Then admire the vast battle. Observe and marvel.

Give it the emotion
That you give to a landscape.

And this is bitter counsel, but required and convenient;

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

for, beyond the horror,
When the imbecility, betrayals and disappointments become apparent, — what will you have,

but to have
Admired the beauty? I believe that the beauty and nothing else is what things are formed for.

Certainly the world
Was not constructed for happiness nor love nor wisdom. No, nor for pain, hatred and folly.

All these
Have their seasons; and in the long year they balance each other, they cancel out.

But the beauty stands.

May 12, Friday: The German army surrendered in the Crimea, and as far as Robinson Jeffers was concerned, the war’s 
outcome was already apparent:

So Many Blood-Lakes
(written May 12, 1944)

We have now won two world-wars; neither of which concerned us; we were slipped in
We have levelled the powers

Of Europe, that were the powers of the world, into rubble and dependence.
We have won two wars and a third is coming.

WORLD WAR II
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This one — will not be so easy. We were at ease while the powers of the world were
split into factions: we’ve changed that.

We have enjoyed fine dreams; we have dreamed of unifying the world;
we are unifying it — against us.

Two wars, and they breed a third. Now guard the beaches, watch the north, trust not the dawns.
Probe every cloud.

Build power. Fortress America may yet for a long time stand, between the east and the west,
like Byzantium.

— As for me: laugh at me. I agree with you. It is a foolish business to see the future
and screech at it.

One should watch and not speak. And patriotism has run the world through so many blood-lakes:
and we always fall in.

September 2, Saturday: The Allied forces entered Pisa.

Anne Frank, and the other Jews found in the “secret annex” in Amsterdam with her, were taken away, 
eventually to an internment camp near the town of Oswicum in Poland, that we know by its German name 
“Auschwitz.”

The US State Department made a lengthy and cleverly worded public announcement about the case of the 
American code clerk being held by the British, Tyler Gatewood Kent. Without actually leveling such an 
accusation, it insinuated that the US public should not pay attention to Kent’s rights — as it would seem that 
he must have been maybe spying for the Germans.20

Ink-Sack
The squid, frightened or angry, shoots darkness
Out of her ink-sack; the fighting destroyer throws out a smoke-screen;
And fighting governments produce lies.
But squid and warship do it to confuse the enemy, governments
Mostly to stupefy their own people.
It might be better to let the roof burn and the walls crash
Than save a nation with floods of excrement.

— Robinson Jeffers

20. We play this sort of silly disinformation game alla time. Remember how in 2003 the Moslem chaplain at Camp Xray in 
Guantánamo Bay was charged with treason, and taken away and put in leg irons and handcuffs in solitary confinement — and wound 
up after a few months being prosecuted merely for porn and for adultery before finally all charges were dismissed?
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February 4-11: The Yalta Conference of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and 
General Secretary Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Potsdam would between the 4th and the 11th 
settle the postwar fate of Eastern Europe.

The racial legislation of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany was annulled (two down, one to go).
Nazi concentration camps were inspected and the extent of holocaust became known to the general public. 

The refugee situation in Europe was of course entirely chaotic. 

The United Nations was founded. At an early point, there was some speculation that it might be appropriate 
to situate this organization in Concord, Massachusetts (whether this consideration was ever fantasized by 
anyone outside Concord, or was entirely contained within that local group of citizens, is unknown).

Ho Chi Minh used our Declaration of Independence as a model for his speech in which he declared Vietnam 
to be free of French colonial rule. Refer to HO CHI MINH: A LIFE by William J. Duiker (NY: Hyperion, 2000).

Symphony in G by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh, the composer himself 
conducting.

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was 
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:

February 6, 1945
Hi Dearest:
... I’m writing this at work (my second day) as it’s early (8:10) 
and I have no work to do as yet. I was sort of tired yesterday 
when 5 p.m. came (quitting time) although the work is very easy. 
I’m doing stenographic work with the Bureau of National Affairs, 
a publishing company headed by David Lawrence and affiliated 
with the United States News....
Oh, I work from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. five days a week — no Saturday 

1945
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work. Lunch is from 11:45 to 12:30 and I eat with Nelda [a close 
friend] and some other girls at a canteen in a church nearby — 
where whites and Negroes eat together!! I believe the 
denomination is Southern Presbyterian — it’s called Church of 
the Pilgrims....
My girl friend, Ree, is going to have a baby in September — we 
think our baby will come earlier, however. She asked me how I 
felt and I told her fine except once in a while. She said she 
felt fine once in a while.... I haven’t been to a doctor yet. 
I’ll write first to the University of Chicago to see if they can 
recommend a doctor here who believes in the principles of 
natural childbirth....
One of the girls in the office here just now showed me a picture 
of a boy friend of hers who is a conscientious objector working 
in a mental hospital in Marion, Virginia. She says he is a swell 
fellow, and she sticks up for him through the criticism she has 
received for going out with him. People here have all been very 
nice — no raised eyebrows. And I can work as long as I want 
to....
I am wearing thy watch and think about thee every time I look 
at it. I hope thee can find work to do there, cause thee’ll be 
happier, but that’s up to thee and the authorities.

All my love, Thy Cary

Dresden, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki were destroyed in allied bomb raids using conventional and 
unconventional technologies.21

The Blood-Guilt22

So long having foreseen these convulsions, forecast the hemorrhagic
Fevers of civilization past prime striving to die, and having through verse, image and fable
For more than twenty years tried to condition the mind to this bloody climate:

— do you like it,
Justified prophet?

I would rather have died twenty years ago.

“Sad sons of the stormy fall,”
You said, “no escape; you have to inflict and endure ... and the world is like a flight of swans.”

I said, “No escape.”

You knew also that your own country,
though ocean-guarded, nothing to gain, by its destined fools

Would be lugged in.

I said, “No escape.”

If you had not been beaten beforehand,
hopelessly fatalist,

21. The firestorming of Tokyo would produce 83,793 deaths. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki
under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would later aver that the citizens of Tokyo had been “scorched and boiled and
baked to death,” and speculate that if the USA had lost the war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as
war criminals on account of the fire-bombing of Tokyo.)
22. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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You might have spoken louder and perhaps been heard, and prevented something.

I? Have you never heard
That who’d lead must not see?

You saw it, you despaired of preventing it,
you share the blood-guilt.

Yes.
— Robinson Jeffers

(During this year this poet, who was considered by his publisher Random House to be writing poems not 
considered fit for publication, was being inducted into the American Academy of Arts & Letters. :- )
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THE FINAL SOLUTION OF WWII

I recently received an email which asserted:

> The Japanese would have surrendered anyway but maybe not totally unconditionally. 
> Secret talks between the OSS and Japanese were ongoing in Switzerland.
> If the Emperor’s safety had been guaranteed, a surrender was only a few months away.

I responded to this email by asserting that if we in the United States of America had not had the atomic bomb 
available to us, for whatever reason, in the manner in which we did, to employ as the final solution to World 
War II in the Pacific Theater, then we would most definitely have dropped germ bombs onto the Japanese home 
islands. There is a straightforward reason why this was so. We had at the time a realpolitic need to establish 
that it was the USA rather than the USSR which had defeated Japan. This was a realpolitic objective which we 
needed to accomplish, of course, before Japan seized an opportunity to surrender unconditionally. We did have 
quantities of such anthrax devices available, we now know, for we had been planning to drop them on Germany 
before it managed to surrender unconditionally. We had failed in our plan to drop these devices upon a select 
group of target cities in Germany, with our intent being to make large blotches of the German landscape 
entirely unavailable for human habitation for the next 50 to 100 years. We had failed for two reasons, reasons 
having nothing to do with human decency and having to do only with issues of timing: 1st, the Overlord 
invasion of Europe had gone unexpectedly quickly, and, 2d, there had been extensive production delays in our 
anthrax manufacturing facility in Vigo — due to what I will generously characterize as the general 
incompetence of that facility’s Indiana Ku Klux Klan management.

The above calls for some background explanation. These germ bombs were being manufactured near 
Terre Haute. Some of my relatives –relatives on the pure white side of my family, I might point out by way of 
emphasis– actually worked in this rural war plant. The manufacturing facility was being run by the Indiana 
Klan on defense contract with the US government. The idea of doing this had been suggested by an early 
advocate of germ warfare named Winston Churchill. The whole affair has, for your amusement, been 
adequately explored in back issues of The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (q.v.).

Over and above that, there is no reason why the effective use of nuclear materials has required that they be 
explodable in an atomic reaction. Due to their intense radioactivity, such materials can be rendered quite 
adequately deadly in an exceedingly low-tech manner, that is, they can simply be pulverized and distributed 
by means of some sort of conventional fire or explosion. Thus, even if our tower test of an atomic device at 
Los Alamos had proved it to be a dud –even if our calculations had been entirely inaccurate and nuclear chain-
reaction practically an impossibility– we would still have gotten ourselves a new weapon of mass death, 
available for use on the Japanese home islands, arising merely out of our mining and concentration of such 
poisonously radioactive materials.

It is said, it may be in humor, that in every war they kill you a new way. Why did we chose to scorch and blow 
apart Japanese noncombatants, civilian women and children, with this high-tech chancy new atomic device, 
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rather than exterminate them low-tech with these available radioactive poisons? The answer is, we had 
precedent for scorching them and blowing them apart, as that was a mere magnification of the action of the 
smaller-scale conventional incendiary and explosive devices we had already been dropping. An A-bomb could 
be construed as amounting simply to an intensification of our existing, conventional techniques for doing 
harm by means of the blast effect. Blast is conventional. By way of contrast, to have exterminated these same 
noncombatants, civilian women and children, through the small-blast release of dirty radioactive aerosol 
poisons, would have needed to be construed as an excursion into a new and unprecedented territory of death, 
and might therefore have been more constructible by world opinion as a indefensibly novel new aggression. 
In sum, we’re such nice people that we took pity on these Japanese civilians and killed them merely in what 
could be made to seem to be the more conventional manner!

April 12, Thursday: On the island of Okinawa, Japanese defenders began a ground counterattack that would fail. 
Meanwhile, however 185 Kamikazes (Zero fighters with a bomb in the nose, without landing gear) and eight 
Okas (rocket-powered bombs steered by humans) attacked American ships in the vicinity, sinking two vessels 
and damaging twelve.

Indian troops took Kyaukpadaung in Burma, 455 kilometers north of Rangoon.

The US President succumbed to a massive cerebral hemorrhage at Warm Springs, Georgia. His bodily failure 
had undoubtedly been hastened by smoking and drinking. 

The Vice President, Harry S Truman, was of course sworn in as the 33d president of the United States of 
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America immediately upon the demise of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.23 In the White House, President 
Truman’s bathtub would have a hidden message carved in glass on the backside which would read: “In this tub 
bathes the man whose heart is always clean and serves his people truthfully” (the originator of this sentiment, 
a glass carver, had been commissioned to design the glass panels of five such tubs).

H.L. Mencken would comment, about the fallen leader, that FDR had possessed every quality that morons 
esteem in their heroes.

Helen Clarke Grimes the relentless diarist of Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode 
Island made a final note about our World War II leadership, for her diary:

I never admired the President when he was alive and will not
mourn him at his passing. Frankly, the eulogies make me sick.
However, it would have been well if he had lasted out this term
for which he strove so hard, as I have no faith in Vice Pres.
Truman.

German and Croatian defenses collapsed along the River Sava.

American forces crossed the River Elbe near Magdeburg, 100 kilometers west of Berlin. They occupied 
Braunschweig, Essen, and Erfurt.

French troops took Baden-Baden.

At his home in Garmisch, Richard Strauss completed the score to his “Metamorphosen.”

The Allies liberated the concentration camps at Buchenwald and Belsen.

Wilson in Hell

(written in 1942)24

Roosevelt died and met Wilson; who said, “I blundered into it
Through honest error, and conscience cut me so deep that I died
In the vain effort to prevent future wars. But you

23. For the previous presidential election, Franklin Delano Roosevelt versus Thomas Dewey, the Democrats had accepted their 
winner Roosevelt for an unprecedented 4th nomination, but had refused Henry Wallace of Iowa as a repeat running mate on account 
of views that they considered “ultra” liberal. The compromise choice for Veep had settled on a machine politician from a center of 
corruption in America, Kansas City, Missouri, who had made quite a name for himself by investigating war profiteers. Who could 
have imagined that a month after this inauguration, Roosevelt would be in the ground and it would be this supremely simpleminded 
machine politician who would be pushing all the buttons as the President of the United States of America?

24. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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Blew on the coal-bed, and when it kindled you deliberately
Sabotaged every fire-wall that even the men who denied
My hope had built. You have too much murder on your hands. I will not
Speak of the lies and connivings. I cannot understand the Mercy
That permits us to meet in the same heaven. — Or is this my hell?”

— Robinson Jeffers

United States naval vessels sunk:

• Destroyer Mannert L. Abele (DD-733), by piloted bomb, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 25 minutes 
North, 126 degrees 59 minutes East

• LST493, by grounding, off Plymouth, England, 50 degrees 20 minutes North, 4 degrees 9 minutes 
West

United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:

• Battleship New Mexico (BB-40), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 
31 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East

• Battleship Idaho (BB-42), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 26 minutes North, 127 degrees 
32 minutes East

• Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 0 
minute East

• Destroyer Stanly (DD-478), by Japanese Kamikaze piloted bomb, 27 degrees 12 minutes North, 
128 degrees 17 minutes East

• Destroyer Purdy (DD-734), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 
minutes East

• Destroyer Zellars (DD-777), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 
0 minute East

Roosevelt died and met Wilson; who said, 
“I blundered into it

Through honest error, and conscience cut me 
so deep that I died

In the vain effort to prevent future wars. 
But you

Blew on the coal-bed, and when it kindled 
you deliberately

Sabotaged every fire-wall that even the men 
who denied

My hope had built. You have too much murder 
on your hands. I will not

Speak of the lies and connivings. I cannot 
understand the Mercy

That permits us to meet in the same heaven. 
— Or is this my hell?”
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• Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 17 minutes North, 
127 degrees 50 minutes East

• Destroyer escort Riddle (DE-185), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 
128 degrees 0 minute East

• Destroyer escort Rall (DE-304), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 36 minutes North, 127 degrees 
39 minutes East

• Destroyer escort Walter G. Wann (DE-412), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 17 minutes North, 
127 degrees 20 minutes East

• Destroyer escort Whitehurst (DE-634), by Japanese Kamikaze 26 degrees 4 minutes North, 127 
degrees 12 minutes East

• Light minelayer Lindsey (DM-32), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 28 minutes North, 
127 degrees 15 minutes East

• High-speed minesweeper Jeffers (DMS-27), by Japanese Kamikaze plane and piloted bomb, 
26 degrees 50 North, 126 degrees 35 minutes East

• Minesweeper Gladiator (AM-319), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 5 minutes North, 
127 degrees 35 minutes East

• Gasoline tanker Wabash (AOG-4), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 0 minutes 
East

• Attack cargo ship Wyandot (AKA-92), by collision, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 
44 minutes East

• LST555, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East

June 9, Saturday: In the Ryukyu Islands, a naval task group under Rear Admiral L.F. Reifsnider  landed Marines on 
Aguni Shima while another naval task group under Rear Admiral A.W. Radford bombed and bombarded 
Okino Daito Jima.

A United States naval vessel was damaged in the Okinawa region, the destroyer escort Gendreau (DE-639), 
by coastal defense gun, at 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 12 minutes East.

A Japanese coast defense vessel was sunk, #41, off southern Korea, by the submarine Sea Owl (SS-405), 
at 34 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East.

An agreement was reached for the Provisional Administration of Venezia Giulia.

Premier Kantaro Suzuki declared that rather than unconditionally surrender Japan would fight to the bitter end.

The Eye
The Atlantic is a stormy moat; and the Mediterranean,
The blue pool in the old garden,
More than five thousand years have drunk sacrifice
Of ships and blood, and shines in the sun; but her the Pacific: —
Our ships, planes, wars are perfectly irrelevant.
Neither our present blood-feud with the brave dwarfs
Nor any future world-quarrel of westering
And eastering man, the bloody migrations, greed of power, clash of faiths —

WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT

WORLD WAR II
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Is a speck of dust on the great scale-pan.
Here from this mountain-shore, headland beyond stormy headland

plunging like dolphins through the blue sea-smoke
Into pale sea, — look west at the hill of water: it is half the planet: this

dome, this half-globe, this bulging
Eyeball of water, arched over to Asia,
Australia and white Antarctica: those are the eyelids that never close; this is

the staring unsleeping
Eye of the earth; and what it watches is not our wars.

— Robinson Jeffers

July 6, Friday: Bomber 44-86292, better known nowadays as the Enola Gay, arrived at Guam, where additional 
modifications to the bomb bay would be made. It would then be flown on, to the island of Tinian in the 
Marianas, where our CBs were busy in the construction of a long, heavy-duty airstrip.

Eagle Valor, Chicken Mind
Unhappy country what wings you have. Even here,
Nothing important to protect, and ocean-far from the nearest enemy, what a cloud
Of bombers amazes the coast mountain, what a hornet-swarm of fighters,
and day and night the guns practising.

Unhappy, eagle wings and beak, chicken brain.
Weep (it is frequent in human affairs) weep for the terrible magnificence of the means,
The ridiculous incompetence of the reasons, the bloody and shabby
Pathos of the result.

— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
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July 16, before dawn: Richard Harkey, a little boy, was waiting with his father for the train to arrive in Ancho, near 
Alamagordo, New Mexico, 200 kilometers south of Albuquerque, when he and his father heard a very, very 
loud blast. He tells us now that his father suspected that the steam locomotive on the train for which they were 
waiting had blown up, somewhere down the tracks. But they would find out that nothing ordinary was the 
reason for this particular very, very loud blast. The first atomic device, known as “The Gadget,” had just been 
detonated atop a tower at nearby Trinity test site, and a new world had just come into being.25

All life was ended within two kilometers of the gynormous explosion. The temperature at ground zero was 
three times hotter than the surface of the sun. The steel tower atop which the device had been placed was turned 
to gas. Windows were blown out at a distance of 320 kilometers. Light from the blast was apparent at a distance 
of 650 kilometers.

A short while before, when General Leslie R. Groves had briefed President Harry S Truman, he had suggested 
that if the president now failed to detonate this device which had cost the nation $2 billion (like $26 billion in 
today’s money) it would “cast a lot of reflection on Mr. Roosevelt,” whose portrait was hanging on the wall.

“He went along for the ride like a little boy on a toboggan,” this fat-assed Atom General reported. Truman 
would soon be writing in his diary “It may be the fire destruction prophesied in the Euphrates Valley Area, 
after Noah and his famous Ark.” However, this leader would not get everything he wanted, because he wanted 

25. The Manhattan Project yielded three atomic bombs, each of which needed to be tested. The first of these bombs was a device
known as “Gadget,” and because the Plutonium239 bomb mechanism was more complicated and failure-prone, was a test model of
that device. The next bomb, this time a device meant to be dropped from an aircraft, was know as “Little Boy” and was our
Uranium238 model. It would be tested in warfare over the city of Hiroshima, which had purposefully been left untouched so that
the bomb damage could be accurately assessed. The U238 bomb did not have a test model not only because it was a very simple
design but also because Oak Ridge had not yet enriched enough U238 to create two devices. The third bomb was the Pt239 model
know as “Fat Man” and was the same design as the “Gadget” but prepared to be dropped from an aircraft. It would be tested in
warfare over the city of Nagasaki, which had purposefully been left untouched so that the bomb damage could be accurately
assessed and compared with the bomb damage resulting from our other design. We had to rush to get this one dropped before Japan
had a chance to surrender unconditionally, as we simply had to obtain some objective basis for determining which of the two
programs, the U238 program or the Pt239 program, should be continued in the postwar world, and which discontinued.

ATOM BOMB
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to drop one of his two remaining A-bombs on Kyoto. If we dropped on an “intellectual center” such as Kyoto 

rather than merely on industrial port cities such as Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he felt, the people down there on 
the ground, being more intelligent, would be “more apt to appreciate the significance” of what had happened 
to them. The question I would raise, and the reason why I have inserted this material in this database, is, what 
if General Groves had been attempting to sell this bomb to Henry David Thoreau? (Yeah, I do know that’s 
ridiculous.) Having, say, refreshed his recollections of WALDEN and “Life without Principle” the night before, 
what would Groves have felt it appropriate to say to Thoreau, more or less in the vein of his gesturing toward 
the image of FDR on the wall, the father figure Truman wanted so much not to disappoint? And how would 
Thoreau have then responded to him? Would the fat-assed Atom General have been able to come out of the 
cabin and stand in the sunlight by the pond and report to his colleagues “He went along for the ride like a little 
boy on a toboggan”? 

Or would our atomic era, encountered by one man of principle, have ended before it began, with the cork put 
firmly back in this bottle?

The poem “Locksley Hall” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, written in 1837-1838,26 describes the frustrated 
yearnings of a young man who has been denied a woman he desired. The poem contains a phrase

In 1910, a Missourian named Harry S Truman had considered that this constituted a legitimation for whatever 
viciousness he needed to perpetrate in life. A life agenda for a “show me” guy. For the result imagined in 

26. NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, 4th Edition, NY 1979, W.W. Norton & Company, II:1117-23. 

there rain’d a ghastly dew
From the nations’ airy navies
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Tennyson’s poem is an earth finally at peace:

This poem somehow constituted for that young man from Missouri a dip into the future far as human eye could 
see, something he could hope for and fantasize about and scheme for, a vision of the world and all the wonder 
that would be. A poet had told him that out of the greatest evil, a final good could come. In 1945 President 
Truman pulled this creased slip of paper out of his billfold and showed it to a reporter, at a signal moment in 
his life.27 Truman was elated because he was sailing toward Potsdam for the end-of-war conference to decide 
the global configuration of politics, July 7-August 2, 1945, after having been briefed on a trump card for the 
negotiations, the Manhattan Project’s development of an ultimate indiscriminate weapon of war, a terror 
device that could be aimed –aimed only– at cities of workers, women, and children:

“The intent was to terrorize a nation to the maximum
 extent, and there is nothing like nuking civilians
 to achieve that effect.”

— William Langewiesche, THE ATOMIC BAZAAR:
THE RISE OF THE NUCLEAR POOR,
NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007

27. Franklin, H. Bruce, 1989, “Fatal Fiction: A Weapon to End All Wars,” The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 45, Number 9
(November 1989):18-25. 

 
the war drum throbbed no longer, and the battle flags were furled
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.
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Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, the stories that are told about the American decision to 
drop the atom bomb are incredible. Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, there is only one 
explanation that is plausible.

Carolyn Eisenberg of Hofstra University, who has had occasion to make careful study of the primary 
documents of the Truman presidency, including many transcripts of many White House meetings, comments 
that we should be most careful in condemning this very limited man because “What’s very striking about 
Truman is that very often he just doesn’t know what’s going on.... He just has no understanding of the policies 
being made in his name.” Taking that into consideration, what we have to ask ourselves in considering his role 
in the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki would be, was this one of the occasions on 
which his staff pulled the wool over his eyes? Or, on the other hand, was this one of the occasions on which 
he was fully alert, and fully briefed, and directed and led others into the way of wickedness? —I would say 
that this creased slip of paper that he pulled out of his billfold to show to a reporter establishes, establishes 
definitively, that there is no excuse to be made for this limited man in this particular regard. For this 
viciousness he bears a full measure of responsibility.

US warships shelled Muroran on Hokkaido Island.

This day was the first day of the Potsdam Conference. Robinson Jeffers would write the following on the basis 
of President Harry S Truman’s conduct while sailing home from the Potsdam conference:

Moment of Glory
They have their moments, and if one loved them they ought to die in those moments:

but who could love them?
Consider Churchill contemplating the ditch where his great enemy’s
Body was burned in the roaring ruins of Berlin — and turning away, grinning,

making his cockney
Victory-gesture. Consider Hitler prancing stiff-legged over fallen France.

Consider little Truman,
That innocent man sailing home from Potsdam – rejoicing, running about the ship,
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telling all and sundry
That the awful power that feeds the life of the stars had been tricked down
Into the common stews and shambles.

Contemptible people? Certainly.
But how they enjoy their points of glory.28

Our poet was severely persecuted and censored for his attitude toward the Second World War and toward our 
leaders in it. 

Robin Jeffers, our pre-eminent West Coast poet of place, in all his life never read Thoreau, our pre-eminent 
East Coast poet of place. He also never found out, prior to his death in 1962 in Carmel CA, that while the 
president he had so savagely criticized for his disgraceful conduct subsequent to the Potsdam conference 
had been sailing toward that conference, an incident quite as damning had already occurred.

It would be an interesting exercise, to attempt to construct, on the basis of some similar psychology of some 
similar individuals with whom Thoreau had to deal during the war against Mexico during his lifetime, what 
Henry David Thoreau would have had to say about all this WWII craziness.

J. Robert Oppenheimer and General Leslie Groves ordered that the gun and bullet components of the atomic 
bomb to be dropped on Hiroshima, Little Boy, be loaded aboard the newly repaired heavy cruiser USS 
Indianapolis (CA-35), and Charles Butler McVay III, its captain, received orders to steam at full speed to the 
island of Tinian where we were establishing a long, heavy airstrip, making “all possible haste.”29

28. THE DOUBLE AXE, page 137. Despite the fact that the war had been over for a couple-three years, this volume of poetry would
be heavily censored by Bennett Cerf and Saxe Commins of Random House, and even in its abbreviated condition, with ten poems
absent, would be allowed to appear only with a publisher’s disclaimer message in regard to “the political views pronounced by the
poet.” In this poem, the publisher objected to “little Truman,” and Jeffers allowed them to alter it to “Harry Truman,” since it really
mattered to them, but pointed out to them that the President was “little” only in a historical sense — since in person in physical
actuality he was taller than Winston Churchill, and taller than Adolf Hitler. To the publisher’s objection that the poet was too easy
on Hitler, the poet responded that the whole world was full of people cursing Hitler — but also the poet would agree that “Hitler
deserves worse than he gets.”
29. Initially, J. Robert Oppenheimer would attempt to justify his role in the Manhattan Project on the grounds that this new big bomb
might be a deterrent to future warfare, ushering in Immanuel Kant’s era of perpetual peace (perchance he also believed in the tooth
fairy). Later on, after this pathetic ploy had been crushed by the weight of history, in 1962, he would attempt a rather more elaborate
self-justification according to which he had been just another scientist: “It is a profound and necessary truth, that the deep things in
science are not found because they are useful; they are found because it was possible to find them.”

WORLD WAR II
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November: Robinson Jeffers declined an invitation to represent the Pacific Coast region in the Academy of American 
Poets. He was elected to membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

There was an epidemic of polio on St. Helena.

President Harry S Truman kicked off his campaign to create Universal Compulsory Military Training, 
carefully explaining to anyone who would listen that compulsory training to kill is in an entirely different 
category from compulsory conscription to kill (in such compulsory training to kill, hopefully, if you do it right 
you don’t need actually to kill anyone, you see, so how could even a pacifist possibly find anything to argue 
with here).

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

WORLD WAR II
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The war is dead, long live war! In a China no longer facing an external threat, civil war erupted between the 
Kuomintang (KMT) and the Communist Party (CCP).

The Neutrals
Now the sordid tragedy crashes to a close,
Blood, fire and bloody slime, all the dogs in the kennel
Killing one dog: it is time to commend the neutrals.
I praise them first because they were honest enough
Not to be scared nor bought, and then I will praise them
That their luck held. I praise free Ireland, horse-breeding, swan-haunted,
And high Switzerland, armed home of pure snows,30 and Sweden,
High in the north, in the twice-hostile sea: these three hold all
That’s left, of the honor of Europe.

I would praise also
Argentina, for being too proud to bay with the pack,
But her case is not so clear and she faced no danger. I will praise Finland —
In one poem with the peace-keepers unhappy Finland —
For having fought two wars, grim, clean and doomed.

— Robinson Jeffers

The beginning of war in Vietnam, as France struggled to retain its colony. The Truman Doctrine was 
announced, to stop the expansion of communism. An iron curtain (Churchill did not originate this phrase; 
it had originated as a German brag about how the continent of Europe had been isolated by the metal hulls of 
their U-boats) separated Eastern and Western Europe, as a “Cold War” intensified.

What Odd Expedients31

God, whether by unconscious instinct, or waking, or in a dream, I do not know
how conscious is God,

Uses strange means for great purposes. His problem with the human race is

1946

30. This was written long before we discovered that Switzerland, alleged land of liberty, alleged neutral, actually had functioned 
during the war not only as the 3d Reich’s accountant but also its secret collaborator and money launderer, a mere channel for 
transforming the gold fillings from the mouths of gassed Jews into negotiable bullion.
31. The publisher Random House entirely suppressed this poem even after the war was over.
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to play its capacities
To their extreme limits, but limit its power. For how dull were the little planet,

how mean and splendorless,
If all one garden; and man locally omnipotent rested the energies that only need, only
Bitter need creates.

The solution of course is war, which both goads and frustrates;
and to promote war

What odd expedients! The crackpot dreams of Jeanne d’Arc and Hitler; the cripple’s-vanity
of Roosevelt; the bombast

Of Mussolini; the tinsel star of Napoleon; the pitiful idiot submissiveness
Of peoples to leaders and men to death: — what low means toward high aims!

— The next chapter of the world
Hangs between the foreheads of two strong bulls ranging one field.

Hi, Red! Hi, Whitey!

— Robinson Jeffers

January 9, Wednesday: General Douglas MacArthur’s plan for a Korean Police Force was approved by the US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff.

Greater Grandeur
Half a year after war’s end, Roosevelt and Hitler dead, Stalin tired,

Churchill rejected, — here is the
Triumph of the little men. Democracy — shall we say? — has triumphed.

They are hastily preparing again
More flaming horrors, but now it is fate, not will; not power-lust, caprice,

personal vanity: — fate
Has them in hand. Watch and be quiet then: there is greater grandeur here

than there was before,
As God is greater than man: God is doing it. Sadly, impersonally

irreversibly
The tall world turns toward death like a flower in the sun. It is very

beautiful. Observe it. Pity and terror
Are not appropriate for events on this scale watched from this level;

admiration is all.

— Robinson Jeffers

July: Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s adaptation of the tragedy by Euripides, MEDEA.

People demonstrated in New York’s Times Square, against nuclear testing (some people are so without a clue).

By the end of the war it has been recognized that “Little Boy,” the atom bomb we had dropped on Hiroshima, 
Japan, had been an inferior design (that design, pioneered at the Los Alamos Laboratory and constructed for 
security reasons in three components at three different manufacturing facilities, was being referred to as 
“Thin Man”). Some of the original manufacturing plans and diagrams were in fact by this point no longer 
available. But then the Hanford site at which we were creating plutonium for use in bombs of the “Fat Man” 
design we had dropped on Nagasaki began to have a problem due to Wigner effect, so we needed to put this 
Thin Man design back into production. We would manufacture 31 more such assemblies (all weapons of this 
design would be retired by the end of January 1951).

KOREAN WAR
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October 15, Tuesday: President Harry S Truman ended price controls on meat.

In the course of that night the swordsman Hermann Göring, former Reichsmarshall and head of the Luftwaffe, 
offed himself with a capsule of cyanide a couple of hours before they were to come get him out of his cell for 
hanging.

War-Guilt Trials32

The mumble-jumble drones on, the hangman waits; the shabby surviving
Leaders of Germany are to learn that Vae Victis
Means Weh den Gesiegten. This kind of thing may console the distresses
Of Europeans, but for us! — Also we’ve caught
A poet, a small shrill man like a twilight bat,
Accused of being a traitor to his country. I have a bat in my tower
That knows more about treason, and about her country.

— Robinson Jeffers

32. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House — even after the war was in the history books.

GERMANY

WORLD WAR II

EZRA POUND
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According to George Gamow, our entire universe had had its beginning in the sort of A-bomb explosion we 
had created in order to bring World War II to its successful conclusion (the innocuous term “Big Bang” would 
not be introduced until 1950, by Fred Hoyle).

The National Theater staged Robinson Jeffers’s MEDEA with Dame Judith Anderson in the lead.

January: Norbert Wiener wrote to the Atlantic Monthly and to the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists that “to disseminate 
information about a weapon in the present state of our civilization is to make it practically certain that this 
weapon will be used.”

New Year’s Dawn, 1947
Two morning stars, Venus and Jupiter,
Walk in the pale and liquid light
Above the color of these dawns; and as the tide of light
Rises higher the great planet vanishes
While the nearer one still shines. The yellow wave of light
In the east and south reddens, the opaque ocean
Becomes pale purple: Oh delicate
Earnestness of dawn, the fervor and pallor.
— Stubbornly I think again: The state is a blackmailer,
Honest or not, with whom we make (within reason)
Our accommodations. There is no valid authority
In church nor state, custom, scripture nor creed,
But only in one’s own conscience and the beauty of things.
Doggedly I think again: One’s conscience is a trick oracle,
Worked by parents and nurse-maids, the pressure of the people,
And the delusions of dead prophets: trust it not.
Wash it clean to receive the transhuman beauty: then trust it.

— Robinson Jeffers

October 15, Wednesday: Robinson Jeffers’s editor at Random House, Saxe Commins, wrote the poet when he received 
the manuscript that was to become THE DOUBLE AXE AND OTHER POEMS, pleading with him not to link 
himself in such a manner “with reactionary elements in America.” What he objected to, primarily, was the 
explicit manner in which Jeffers dealt with the “cripple’s vanity” of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

1947
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August: After Robinson Jeffers’s DEAR JUDAS takeoff on the Jesus-and-Judas legend closed in Main, there was an 
unsuccessful Michael Myerberg production in New York City. This play was banned in Boston on theological 
grounds — but for some reason that failed to save it. 
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When an attempt was made in San Francisco, California during this year to stage Robinson Jeffers’s Nō play 
about the Jesus/Judas relationship, the play had to be canceled when the Jesus actor, the Judas actor, and the 
choreographer, who were Catholic, got threatened with excommunication. “No man shall live” declares the 
Jesus-ghost in this little conceit, “as if I had not lived.” One of the key contributions of Christianity to 
civilization, however, has been to encapsulate the teachings of this man in such a way as to make it possible 
for people to live as if he had not lived. Sometimes it fails in this — but that is Christianity’s design and intent. 
Finally the play would be successfully presented, in 1953, by a troupe of actors who were almost exclusively 
Quaker and Unitarian.

Ward Ritchie Press in Los Angeles CA published the poet’s “Poetry, Gongorism and A Thousand Years,” 
which originally had appeared in the New York Times Magazine for January 18th.

January: Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s THE DOUBLE AXE AND OTHER POEMS. In this volume, his 14th 
to be published by this publisher, the poet wrote the following on the basis of President Harry S Truman’s 
conduct while sailing home from the Potsdam conference: 

Moment of Glory
They have their moments, and if one loved them they ought to die in those moments:

but who could love them?
Consider Churchill contemplating the ditch where his great enemy’s
Body was burned in the roaring ruins of Berlin — and turning away, grinning,

making his cockney
Victory-gesture. Consider Hitler prancing stiff-legged over fallen France.

Consider little Truman,
That innocent man sailing home from Potsdam – rejoicing, running about the ship,

telling all and sundry
That the awful power that feeds the life of the stars had been tricked down
Into the common stews and shambles.

1948

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
The carving representing the respective manners of death of Judas (left) and Jesus (right) dates to the 4th Century CE.



ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Contemptible people? Certainly.
But how they enjoy their points of glory.33

33. Page 137. Despite the fact that the war had been over for a couple-three years, this volume of poetry had been heavily censored
by Bennett Cerf and Saxe Commins of Random House, and even in its abbreviated condition, with a new preface and with ten poems
absent, had been allowed to appear only with a publisher’s disclaimer message in regard to “the political views pronounced by the
poet.”
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Our poet would never find out that, while our President had been sailing toward the Potsdam conference, 
an incident quite as damning had already occurred. President Truman was elated because he had just been 
briefed on a trump card for the negotiations, the Manhattan Project’s development of an ultimate 
indiscriminate weapon of war, a terror device that could be aimed – aimed only – at cities of workers, women, 
and children. He was also taking with him an old, stained slip of paper which he had carried in his billfold for 
most of his life. 

The President pulled this slip of paper from his billfold and showed it to a reporter. No, it did not contain the 
secret of the atom bomb, it contained information on something infinitely worse – a secret of the condition of 
the human heart.

Mr. Truman had seen, and had been attracted to, and had copied down a snippet from, in 1910 in Missouri, 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s poem “Locksley Hall,” that had been written in 1837-1838 to describe the frustrated 
yearnings of a young man who has been denied a woman he desires.34 This was functioning as a life agenda, 
as a dip into the future far as human eye could see, as something Harry could hope for and fantasize about and 
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scheme for, as a vision of the world and all the wonder that would be. For in Harry’s simple Missouri 
mentation, or what passes for mentation, the phrase “there rain’d a ghastly dew / From the nations’ airy navies” 
constituted a prophesy of and a legitimation for viciousness – his employment of an ultimate aerial weapon. 
And the result of this deployment of virtually infinite force? The earth would be finally at peace: “the war drum 
throbbed no longer, and the battle flags were furled / In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.”35 
Taking this creased slip of paper that Harry S was wearing next to his ass into consideration, the stories that 
are told about his decision to go right ahead and drop the Bomb on Japan simply lack all credibility. Taking 
this creased slip of paper into consideration, only one explanation for the dropping of the Bomb remains 
plausible.

“The intent was to terrorize a nation to the maximum
 extent, and there is nothing like nuking civilians
 to achieve that effect.”

— William Langewiesche, THE ATOMIC BAZAAR:
THE RISE OF THE NUCLEAR POOR,
NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007

Here is what Jeffers had wanted to say to the American people, in the preface to his book THE DOUBLE AXE 
AND OTHER POEMS, that his publishers in their wisdom would not allow us to hear at the time:

The waste is enormous. We are able to commit and endure because
we are so firmly established on the planet. Life is actually so
easy that it requires only a slight fraction of our common
energies. The rest we discharge onto each other in conflict and
charity, love, jealousy, hatred, competition, government,
vanity and cruelty and that puerile passion, the will to power
or for amusement. Certain human relationships are necessary and
desirable but not to this extent. This is a kind of collective
onanism; pathetic and ridiculous or at noblest, tragic incest.
And so I have represented it. But we have all this excess energy.
What should we do with it? ... Do I really believe that people
will be content to take a walk and admire the beauty of things?
Certainly not. I’m speaking of a racial disease. It was in the
monkey blood we derived from and no doubt it is incurable.
But whoever will can minimize it in his own life.

 This is the sort of more “philosophical” (or less “in-your-face”) commentary, by way of contrast, that Jeffers’s 
publisher condescended to allow us to read:

The first part of THE DOUBLE AXE was written during the war and
finished a year before the war ended, and it bears the scars;
but the poem is not primarily concerned with that grim folly.
Its burden, as some previous work of mine, is to present a
certain philosophical attitude, which might be called

34. NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, 4th Edition, 1979; NY: W.W. Norton & Company, II:1117-23.
You will kindly note that it had been in 1848 that the initial aerial bombing of a civilian population of a city had gone down in human
history — the Austrians having in that year used unmanned balloons to drop bombs upon Venice.
35. Franklin, H. Bruce, 1989, “Fatal Fiction: A Weapon to End All Wars,” The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 45, No.9
(November 1989):18-25
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Inhumanism, a shifting of emphasis and significance from man to
not-man, the rejection of human solipsism and recognition of the
transhuman magnificence. It seems time that our race began to
think as an adult does, rather than like an egocentric baby or
insane person. This manner of thought and feeling is neither
misanthropic nor pessimist, though two or three people have said
so and may again. It involves no falsehoods, and is a means of
maintaining sanity in slippery times, it has objective truth and
human value. It offers a reasonable detachment as rule of
conduct, instead of love, hate and envy. It neutralizes
fanaticism and wild hopes; but it provides magnificence for the
religious instinct, and satisfies our need to admire greatness
and beauty.

In publishing the poems, even with alterations such as “Harry Truman” for “little Truman,”36 the editor 
omitted ten that were found too utterly offensive: “Miching Mallecho,”  “Fantasy,”  “The 
Blood-Guilt,”  “Wilson in Hell,”  “What Odd Expedients,” “Ordinary Newscaster,” 

 “Staggering Back Toward Life,”  “Curb Science,”  “War-Guilt Trials,”  and 
“Porvou Que Ca Doure.” 

Although he was not aware of this fact, would never become aware of this fact, there was nothing new about 
Jeffers’s inhumanist stance:

“It appears to me that to one standing on the
heights of philosophy mankind & the works of man will
have sunk out of sight altogether. Man is altogether too
much insisted on. The poet says the proper study of
mankind is man– I say study to forget all that –take
wider views of the universe– That is the egotism of the
race. What is this our childish gossipping social
literature – mainly in the hands of the publishers? When
the poet says the world is too much with us –he means
of course that man is too much with us– In the
promulgated views of man –in institutions –in the common
sense there is narrowness & delusion. It is our weakness
that so exaggerates the virtues of philanthropy &
charity & makes it the highest human attribute– The
world will sooner or later tire of philanthropy –and all
religions based on it mainly. They cannot long sustain
my spirit.
In order to avoid delusions I would fain let man go by
& behold a universe in which man is but as a grain of
sand– I am sure that my thoughts which consist or are
contemporaneous with social personal connections –
however humane are not the wisest & widest –most
universal– What is the village –city state –nation –aye
the civilized world – that it should so concern a man?
It is a comfortable place to nestle no doubt & we have

36. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.

ROBINSON JEFFERS
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friends – some sympathizing ones it may be, & a hearth,
there – but I have only to get up at midnight – aye to
soar – or wander a little in my thought by day – to find
them all slumbering– Look at our literature what a poor
puny social thing seeking sympathy– The author troubles
himself about his readers – would fain have one before
he dies.– not satisfied with defiling one another in
this world, we would all go to heaven together.– To be
a good man (that is a good neighbor in the widest sense)
is but little more than to be a good citizen. Mankind
is a gigantic institution – it is a community to which
most men belong. It is a test I would apply to my
companion – can he forget man? Can he see this world
slumbering?
I do not value any view of the universe into which man
& the institutions of man enter very largely & absorb
much of the attention– Man is but the place where I
stand & the prospect (thence) hence is infinite. it is
not a chamber of mirrors which reflect me –when I
reflect myself –I find that there is other than me. man
is a past phenomenon to philosophy – the universe is
larger than enough for man’s abode. Some rarely go
outdoors – most are always at home at night – very few
indeed have stayed out all night once in their lives –
fewer still have gone behind the world of humanity –seen
his institutions like toad-stools by the way-side. Now
the author stands too near his printer. He corrects the
proofs.”
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–Thoreau’s JOURNAL, April 2, 1852

January 18, Sunday: Robinson Jeffers’s “Poetry, Gongorism and A Thousand Years” appeared in the New York Times 
Magazine.

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi ended a 5-day fast in New Delhi when Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh leaders 
pledged a guarantee of communal peace.
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February 12, Thursday: At the end of a 13-day mourning period in India and Pakistan, the ashes of Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi were given to the Ganges in a ceremony at Allahabad.

Robinson Jeffers’s editor at Random House, Saxe Commins, again wrote the poet, when he received the new 
version of the manuscript that was to become THE DOUBLE AXE AND OTHER POEMS. He pointed out that to 
alter the line about FDR, “to feed the vanity of a paralytic,” into “to feed the power hunger of a paralyzed man,” 
was hardly a change at all. He wanted the line changed to “to feed the power hungry.” He also objected to the 
characterization of President Harry S Truman as “little.”

February 19, Thursday: Robinson Jeffers responded to the concerns of his editor at Random House, Saxe Commins, 
about THE DOUBLE AXE AND OTHER POEMS, allowing  the substitution of “to feed the power-hunger of a 
politician” for “to feed the power hunger of a paralyzed man.” He pointed out that to characterizing President 
Harry S Truman as “little” could not possibly be a reference to his height since in fact the President was not 
only taller than Winston Churchill, but also taller than Führer Adolf Hitler.

June: While in Ireland, Robinson Jeffers had a severe attack of pleurisy.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBINSON JEFFERS ROBIN JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Una Call Kuster Jeffers was in much pain from what was assumed to be “sciatica,” but wound up undergoing 
cancer therapy at the University of California hospital in San Francisco, California.

The King of Beasts
Cattle in the slaughter-pens, laboratory dogs
Slowly tortured to death, flogged horses, trapped fur-bearers,
Agonies in the snow, splintering your needle teeth on chill steel, — look:
Mankind, your Satans, are not very happy either. I wish you had seen the battle-squalor,

the bombings,
The screaming fire-deaths. I wish you could watch the endless hunger, the cold, the moaning,

the hopelessness.
I wish you could smell the Russian and German torture-camps. It is quite natural

the two-footed beast
That inflicts terror, the cage, enslavement, torment and death on all other animals
Should eat the dough that he mixes and drink the death-cup. It is just and decent.

And it will increase, I think.

— Robinson Jeffers

1949

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBIN JEFFERS ROBINSON JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

The US Department of Defense laid plans to detonate atomic bombs in desert areas of the US and then monitor 
the civilian populations downwind for their consequent medical problems, tabulating their mortality rates.

During this decade the American National Theatre and Academy would open Robinson Jeffers’s THE TOWER 
BEYOND TRAGEDY, with Dame Judith Anderson as Clytemnestra.

Upon his return to the United States Guy Davenport was drafted into the US Army, where he would spend two 
years at Fort Bragg in the 756th Field Artillery, and then in the XVIII Airborne Corps. 

September 1, Friday: Una died.

For Una
I

I built her a tower when I was young —
Sometime she will die —
I built it with my hands, I hung
Stones in the sky.

Old but still strong I climb the stone —
Sometime she will die —
Climb the steep rough steps alone,
And weep in the sky.

Never weep, never weep.

II
Never be astonished, dear.
Expect change,
Nothing is strange.

We have seen the human race
Capture all its dreams,
All except peace.

We have watched mankind like Christ
Toil up and up,
To be hanged at the top.

No longer envying the birds,
That ancient prayer for
Wings granted: therefore

The heavy sky over London
Stallion-hoofed
Falls on the roofs.

These are the falling years,
They will go deep,
Never weep, never weep.

With clear eyes explore the pit.

1950
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Watch the great fall
With religious awe.

III
It is not Europe alone that is falling
Into blood and fire.
Decline and fall have been dancing in all men’s souls
For a long while.

Sometime at the last gasp comes peace
To every soul.
Never to mine until I find out and speak
The things that I know.

IV
To-morrow I will take up that heavy poem again
About Ferguson, deceived and jealous man
Who bawled for the truth, the truth, and failed to endure
Its first gleam. That poem bores me, and I hope will bore
Any sweet soul that reads it, being some ways
My very self but mostly my antipodes;
But having waved the heavy artillery to fire
I must hammer on to an end.

To-night, dear,
Let’s forget all that, that and the war,
And enisle ourselves a little beyond time,
You with this Irish whiskey, I with red wine
While the stars go over the sleepless ocean,
And sometime after midnight I’ll pluck you a wreath
Of chosen ones; we’ll talk about love and death,
Rock-solid themes, old and deep as the sea,
Admit nothing more timely, nothing less real
While the stars go over the timeless ocean,
And when they vanish we’ll have spent the night well.

— Robinson Jeffers
November: The American National Theater and Academy opened its winter season with Robinson Jeffers’s 

THE TOWER BEYOND TRAGEDY, Dame Judith Anderson playing the lead role.
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Robinson Jeffers received the Eunice Tietjens Memorial Prize for the poems he had placed in Poetry 
Magazine.

March 25, Sunday: In its righteousness the American Humanist Association solicited Robinson Jeffers — and so he 
ever so politely gave these supremely self-congratulatory folks an earful that they certainly must not have been 
expecting:

The word Humanism refers primarily to the Renaissance interest
in art and literature rather than in theological doctrine; and
personally I am content to leave it there. “Naturalistic
Humanism” —in the modern sense— is no doubt a better
philosophical attitude than many others, but the emphasis seems
wrong; “human naturalism” would seem to me more satisfactory,
but with little accent on the “human.” Man is a part of nature,
but a nearly infinitesimal part; the human race will cease after
a while and leave no trace, but the great splendors of nature
will go on. Meanwhile most of our time and energy are necessarily
spent on human affairs; that can’t be prevented, though I think
it should be minimized; but for philosophy, which is an endless
research of the truth, and for contemplation, which can be a
sort of worship, I would suggest that the immense beauty of the
earth and the outer universe, the divine “nature of things,” is
a more rewarding object. Certainly it is more ennobling. It is
a source of strength; the other of distraction.
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October: The Humanist presented Robinson Jeffers’s attitude toward Humanism:

The word Humanism refers primarily to the Renaissance interest
in art and literature rather than in theological doctrine; and
personally I am content to leave it there. “Naturalistic
Humanism” —in the modern sense— is no doubt a better
philosophical attitude than many others, but the emphasis seems
wrong; “human naturalism” would seem to me more satisfactory,
but with little accent on the “human.” Man is a part of nature,
but a nearly infinitesimal part; the human race will cease after
a while and leave no trace, but the great splendors of nature
will go on. Meanwhile most of our time and energy are necessarily
spent on human affairs; that can’t be prevented, though I think
it should be minimized; but for philosophy, which is an endless
research of the truth, and for contemplation, which can be a
sort of worship, I would suggest that the immense beauty of the
earth and the outer universe, the divine “nature of things,” is
a more rewarding object. Certainly it is more ennobling. It is
a source of strength; the other of distraction.

Although he would never become aware of this fact, there was nothing new about Jeffers’s inhumanism:

“It appears to me that to one standing on the
heights of philosophy mankind & the works of man will
have sunk out of sight altogether. Man is altogether too
much insisted on. The poet says the proper study of
mankind is man– I say study to forget all that–take
wider views of the universe– That is the egotism of the
race. What is this our childish gossipping social
literature – mainly in the hands of the publishers? When
the poet says the world is too much with us–he means of
course that man is too much with us– In the promulgated
views of man –in institutions –in the common sense there
is narrowness & delusion. It is our weakness that so
exaggerates the virtues of philanthropy & charity &
makes it the highest human attribute– The world will
sooner or later tire of philanthropy–and all religions
based on it mainly. They cannot long sustain my spirit.
In order to avoid delusions I would fain let man go by
& behold a universe in which man is but as a grain of
sand– I am sure that my thoughts which consist or areROBINSON JEFFERS
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contemporaneous with social personal connections –
however humane are not the wisest & widest–most
universal– What is the village–city state–nation–aye
the civilized world – that it should so concern a man?
It is a comfortable place to nestle no doubt & we have
friends – some sympathizing ones it may be, & a hearth,
there – but I have only to get up at midnight – aye to
soar – or wander a little in my thought by day – to find
them all slumbering– Look at our literature what a poor
puny social thing seeking sympathy– The author troubles
himself about his readers – would fain have one before
he dies.– not satisfied with defiling one another in
this world, we would all go to heaven together.– To be
a good man (that is a good neighbor in the widest sense)
is but little more than to be a good citizen. Mankind
is a gigantic institution – it is a community to which
most men belong. It is a test I would apply to my
companion – can he forget man? Can he see this world
slumbering?
I do not value any view of the universe into which man
& the institutions of man enter very largely & absorb
much of the attention– Man is but the place where I
stand & the prospect (thence) hence is infinite. it is
not a chamber of mirrors which reflect me–when I reflect
myself–I find that there is other than me. man is a past
phenomenon to philosophy – the universe is larger than
enough for man’s abode. Some rarely go outdoors – most
are always at home at night – very few indeed have
stayed out all night once in their lives – fewer still
have gone behind the world of humanity–seen his
institutions like toad-stools by the way-side. Now the
author stands too near his printer. He corrects the
proofs.”
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–Thoreau’s JOURNAL, April 2, 1852
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December: HUNGERFIELD was privately published by Robinson Jeffers, at the Grabhorn Press.

1952
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When an attempt had been made in San Francisco in 1948 to present Robinson Jeffers’s study of the Jesus/
Judas relationship, DEAR JUDAS, the play had had to be canceled when the Jesus actor, the Judas actor, and the 
choreographer, who were Catholic, had gotten threatened with excommunication. In this year, however, 
Jeffers’s Nō play was successfully staged by a troupe of actors who were almost exclusively Quaker37 and 
Unitarian.

1953

37. Being Quaker means not needing to apologize for being alive. (Don’t ask me what being Unitarian means, as I don’t have any 
clue.)
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Launch of the USS Nautilus, a nuclear-powered submarine. President Dwight David Eisenhower was under 
pressure from the US military to mount a pre-emptive nuclear strike against the USSR, before it could develop 
the capability to make an equivalent nuclear response, and struggled to find some way to explain to the other 
generals that from his point of view such a pre-emptive strike would be –and this is his word– “un-American.”

In Japan, Sadako Sasaki of Hiroshima, who had been two when we dropped one of our atomic bombs on her, 
fell to the ground while preparing for a school foot race. She had developed “A-bomb survivor disease,” 
the well-known leukemia (everybody immediately understood, she was another goner).

Friend Floyd Schmoe went to Korea to rebuild homes destroyed during the war.

Ernest Hemingway received a Nobel Prize (no, it wasn’t the Peace Prize).

Robinson Jeffers edited his deceased wife Una’s diaries, and they were published by Theodore Lilienthal and 
printed at the Ward Ritchie Press as VISITS TO IRELAND.

1954

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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May: In Washington DC, the Arena Stage presented Robinson Jeffers’s THE CRETAN WOMAN.

The US Supreme Court accepted Charleston Judge Waring’s dissent in Briggs v. Elliott as the basis for their 
unanimous opinion overturning the “separate but equal” doctrine in Brown v. the Board of Education of 
Topeka.

The US Congress passed the Wiley-Dondero Act, establishing the St. Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation, to dig a 27-foot channel around the international rapids.

Charles Edward Ives died:

July: Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s HUNGERFIELD & OTHER POEMS.

CANALS
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A prototype engine for a proposed nuclear-powered bomber that would be able to stay aloft for years without 
refueling proved too heavy unless the designers eliminated all radiation shielding. Such a device would of 
necessity be a drone flown under remote control (another little difficulty would be that the initial takeoff would 
need to be from an existing flat straight highway at least 16 kilometers in length).

Robinson Jeffers received the Borestone Mountain Poetry Award, for HUNGERFIELD.

A photograph was taken of Sadako Sasaki of Hiroshima, a hibakusha at this point still in the early stages of 
leukemia:

Her best friend in school told her of a legend, that if you folded 1,000 origami cranes (senzaburu) you would 
be granted a wish.38 She had begun to fold cranes out of whatever pieces of paper came to hand. She would 
fold some 1,300 individual ones, out of whatever gum wrappers came to hand, before dying.

1955

WORLD WAR II
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38. It’s a joke, actually, a sick joke. There’s an origami trick by which one is supposed to be able to fold a circular chain of 100 
cranes out of a single piece of paper — this takes about a week of folding (the crane figure is appropriate, since in Japanese 
mythology the crane is supposed to live a thousand years, although of course everyone understand that the actual bird has no lengthy 
lifetime).  If one were able to accomplish this week-long folding task without any tearing, when one actually counted the cranes in 
the chain, there would be only 96 little ones plus one larger central one possible by means of such a folding technique. Not only 
cannot one fabricate a chain of a thousand cranes out of a single piece of paper, but also, despite the name, one cannot even achieve 
a round hundred. The moral of this sick little tale seems to be: you aren’t going to get what you want out of wanting it very much, 
this real world simply not being responsible to one’s longings.

But you can imagine how a sick little A-bomb girl received this tale.
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Summer: Stanford University produced Robinson Jeffers’s THE CRETAN WOMAN.
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Robinson Jeffers made his final trip to Ireland, while Merle Armitage and the Ward Ritchie Press were 
publishing his THE LOVING SHEPHERDESS with illustrations by Jean Kellogg.

The beginning of the IRA “Border Campaign.”

May: The Book Club of California published Robinson Jeffers’s THEMES IN MY POEMS, which was based upon the 
lecture he had delivered in 1941 at the Library of Congress.

Turn away from each other to that great presence to which
humanity is only a squirming particle. Love your neighbor as
yourself, that is, not excessively if you are adult and normal,
but God with all your heart and mind and soul. Turn outward from
each other as far as need and kindness permit to the vast life
and inexhaustible beauty beyond humanity. This is not a slight
matter but an essential condition of freedom and of moral and
of final sanity. It is understood that this attitude is
peculiarly unacceptable at the present, being opposed not only
by egoism and tradition but by all the currents of the moment.
We are now completely trapped in the nets of envy, intrigue,
corruption, compulsion, and eventual murder that are called
international politics. We have always been expansive, predatory
and missionary; and we love to lie to ourselves. We have
encountered this period of civil struggles and emerging
Caesarism that binds republics with brittle iron. Civilization
everywhere is in its age of decline and abnormal violence. Men
are going to be frightened and herded increasingly into lumps
and masses. A frightened man cannot think and the mass mind does
not want truth, only democratic or Aryan or Marxian or other
colored truth. It wants its own voices. However, the truth will
not die and persons who have lost everything in the culmination
of these evils and stand beyond hope and almost beyond fear may
find it again. But if in some future age, the dreams of Utopia
should incredibly be fulfilled and men were actually free of
want and fear, then all the more they would need this sanctuary
against the deadly emptiness, and insignificance of their lives
at leisure fully realized. Man much more than baboon or wolf is
an animal formed for conflict. His life seems to be meaningless
without it. Only a clear shift of meaning and emphasis from man
to not-man can make him whole.
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November 7, Thursday: The US press had been reporting that the USSR was planning to launch an atomic bomb to 
the Moon, to explode during the lunar eclipse of November 7th in commemoration of the Soviet revolution. 
NBC broadcasted the eclipse live on TV but of course nothing of the sort was observed to happen.

By remote command, aboard the Sputnik II in earth orbit, Laika the space border collie was administered a 
lethal injection.

Does anybody know where and when the orbit of this particular satellite with its dead-dog payload has 
decayed, and it has descended into Earth’s atmosphere and disintegrated as an immense shooting star?

The Dog in the Sky
[three versions]

Signs have appeared in heaven, that dog is one. The second
General war was the end of a period,
The last monstrous convulsion. Now a new age begins.
We’ll be wishing ourselves back in the stone age
Or in that comfortable time when Rome fell and the dark ages
Danced on its grave. There’ll be no more dancing,
But if you are strong enough you can live and die. It is a little hard
That the world should change in my old age — never mind — we’ll meet it.

I was brave when I was young, there was nothing to fear
Except the bloody wars and the urban vulgarity,
One could endure them. But now in weakening old age
One sees the future.
We are like that Russian dog in hollow space
Strapped down and helpless, waiting to burn alive,
Whining no doubt, wishing for even its merciless masters,
But no one will ever come. That is man’s fate.
By God we are strong enough to take that too.

It is strange that the Russian bitch dying in the sky
Breaks up my sleep, there are ten million dogs
Dying on earth. It is strange that the moon’s purity
Concerns me, for that’s natural instinct
To shoot whatever he sees — would the moon be hurt?
We were better and luckier many thousands of years ago, with flint weapons.

— Robinson Jeffers
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Robinson Jeffers received an award from the Academy of American Poets.

1958
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At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League Peace Awards went to Tracy Mygatt and Frances 
Witherspoon; Speakers: Murray Kempton and Rustin on India.

Robinson Jeffers received the Shelly Memorial Award of the National Poetry Society.

We Are Those People
I have abhorred the wars and despised the liars, laughed at the frightened
And forecast victory; never one moment’s doubt.
But now not far, over the backs of some crawling years, the next
Great war’s column of dust and fire writhes
Up the sides of the sky: it becomes clear that we too may suffer
What others have, the brutal horror of defeat: —
Or if not in the next, then in the next: — therefor watch Germany
And read the future. We wish, of course, that our women
Would die like biting rats in the cellars, our men like wolves on the mountain:
It will not be so. Our men will curse, cringe, obey;
Our women uncover themselves to the grinning victors for bits of chocolate.
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January 20, Saturday:  A Bulgarian MIG crashed near Bari, Italy on what was believed to be a spy mission.

Former separatist Antoine Gizenga was transported from Stanleyville to Léopoldville in a UN plane.

29 people were killed by both the OAS and Moslem rebels in Algeria.

Antifone for eleven instruments by Hans Werner Henze was performed for the first time, in Berlin.

At the age of 75, in the bed by the window at Tor House on the beach in Carmel-by-the-Sea, Robinson Jeffers 
died in his sleep.

The Bed by the Window
I chose the bed downstairs by the sea-window for a good death-bed
When we built the house; it is ready waiting,
Unused unless by some guest in a twelvemonth, who hardly suspects
Its latter purpose. I often regard it,
With neither dislike nor desire; rather with both, so equalled
That they kill each other and a crystalline interest
Remains alone. We are safe to finish what we have to finish;
And it will sound rather like music
When the patient daemon behind the screen of sea-rock and sky
Thumps his staff, and calls thrice: “Come, Jeffers.”

One of the poems of the last period of his life made use of the sad story of the American Passenger Pigeon  
Ectopistes migratorius the disappearance of which had impoverished America during Jeffers’s lifetime:

Passenger Pigeons
Slowly the passenger pigeons increased, then suddenly their numbers
Became enormous, they would flatten ten miles of forest
When they flew down to roost, and the cloud of their rising
Eclipsed the dawns. They became too many, they are all dead,
Not one remains.

 And the American bison: their hordes
Would hide a prairie from horizon to horizon, great heads and storm-cloud

shoulders, a torrent of life —
How many are left? For a time, for a few years, their bones
Turned the dark prairies white.

 You, Death, you watch for these things,
These explosions of life: they are your food,
They make your feasts.

 But turn your great rolling eyes away from humanity,
Those grossly craving black eyes. It is true we increase.
A man from Britain landing in Gaul when Rome had fallen,
He journeyed fourteen days inland through that beautiful
Rich land, the orchards and rivers and the looted villas: he reports that he saw
No living man. But now we fill up the gaps,
In spite of wars, famines and pestilences we are quite suddenly
Three billion people: our bones, ours too, would make
Wide prairies white, a beautiful snow of unburied bones:
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Bones that have twitched and quivered in the nights of love,
Bones that have been shaken with laughter and hung slack in sorrow, coward bones
Worn out with trembling, strong bones broken on the rack, bones broken in battle,
Broad bones gnarled with hard labor, and the little bones of sweet young

children, and the white empty skulls,
Little carved ivory wine-jugs that used to contain
Passion and thought and love and insane delirium, where now
Not even worms live.

 Respect humanity, Death, these shameless black eyes of yours,
It is not necessary to take all at once — besides that, you cannot do it, we are

too powerful,
We are men, not pigeons; you may take the old, the useless and helpless,

the cancer-bitten and the tender young,
But the human race has still history to make. For look — look now
At our achievements: we have bridled the cloud-leaper lightning, a lion

whipped by a man, to carry our messages
And work our will, we have snatched the live thunderbolt
Out of God’s hands. Ha? That was little and last year — for now we have taken
The primal powers, creation and annihilation; we make new elements, such

as God never saw,
We can explode atoms and annul the fragments, nothing left but pure

energy, we shall use it
In peace and war — “Very clever,” he answered, in his thin piping voice,
Cruel and a eunuch.

 Roll those idiot black eyes of yours
On the field-beasts, not on intelligent man,
We are not in your order. You watched the dinosaurs
Grow into horror: they had been little efts in the ditches and presently

became enormous, with leaping flanks
And tearing teeth, plated with armor, nothing could stand against them,

nothing but you,
Death, and they died. You watched the sabre-toothed tigers
Develop those huge fangs, unnecessary as our sciences, and presently they

died. You have their bones
In the oil-pits and layer-rock, you will not have ours. With pain and

wonder and labor we have bought intelligence.
We have minds like the tusks of those forgotten tigers, hypertrophied and terrible,
We have counted the stars and half understood them, we have watched the

farther galaxies fleeing away from us, wild herds
Of panic horses — or a trick of distance deceived the prism — we outfly

falcons and eagles and meteors,
Faster than sound, higher than the nourishing air; we have enormous

privilege, we do not fear you,
We have invented the jet-plane and the death-bomb and the cross of

Christ — “Oh,” he said, “surely
You’ll live forever” — grinning like a skull, covering his mouth with his

hand — “What could exterminate you?”
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During this year it would become the policy of our “Department of Defense” to allow conscientious objectors 
to be discharged or transferred to noncombatant duties. Over the years, the regulations in regard to this have 
been amplified, but as of August 20, 1971, there would be published the Department of Defense Directive 
1300.6, Conscientious Objectors, based on conscientious objector provisions in the Military Selective Service 
Act (draft law) and Supreme Court decisions on conscientious objection, which would clarify the procedures 
and situations. Each of the military arms now has its own regulation based on this directive. Those service 
regulations are as follows:

Army: AR 600-43, Personnel-General; Conscientious Objection (September 1, 1983)

Navy: MILPERSMAN (Naval Military Personnel Manual NAVPERS 15560 C) §3620250, 
through Change 15 of February 28, 1997

Marines: MCO 1306.16 E, Conscientious Objectors (November 21, 1986)

Air Force: AFI 36-3204, Procedures for Applying as a Conscientious Objector (July 20, 1994)

Coast Guard: COMDTINST 1900.8, Conscientious Objectors and the Requirement to Bear Arms 
(November 30, 1990)
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Random House published Robinson Jeffers’s THE BEGINNING AND THE END.

Random House and Vintage Books published his ROBINSON JEFFERS, SELECTED POEMS.
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The Dean, the Very Reverend Eric Abbott, approved a petition by the Poetry Society for a Byron memorial in 
Westminster Abbey.

THE SELECTED LETTERS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS, 1887-1962 (Edited by Ann N. Ridgeway. Foreword by Mark 
Van Doren. Photos by Leigh Wiener. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press).
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Scrimshaw Press published JEFFERS COUNTRY: THE SEED PLOTS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS’ POETRY, a coffee-
table book consisting of Jeffers’s poetry with the photography of Horace Lyon.

1971

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


ROBINSON JEFFERS ROBIN JEFFERS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

America’s electrical utilities had in operation a total of 41 nuclear power plants. –We were well on our way 
toward clean abundant energy too cheap to meter!

There was a worldwide fossil fuel crisis, that had particular impact of course on Japan. Might this resource-
poor island nation be able to rescue itself through the construction of nuclear power plants?

Norway and Britain were the 1st two countries outside the US to connect to the ARPANET. The connections 
were to the University College of London and the Royal Radar Establishment of Norway. We don’t need to 
ask why the University College of London, for of course there has always been a whole lot of integration 
between British science and American. But why the Royal Radar Establishment of Norway in particular? The 
answer is, they needed to connect their Nordic Seismic Array (a bunch of seismometers with a cover story that 
they were intended to monitor for earthquake activity, but the real function of which was to monitor Russian 
nuclear tests). Their connection to the ARPANET would, of course, monitor and funnel back data from this 
Cold War instrument array. Shhhh.
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Reports of cadet abuse at the United States Air Force Academy caused the POW training there to come under 
Congressional scrutiny. During the investigation, an Air Force staff psychologist reported that “some [cadets] 
become psychotic [during the training] — but they snap out of it.” Not to worry.

Cayucos Books published THE ALPINE CHRIST AND OTHER POEMS, consisting of poems and other writings of 
Robinson Jeffers which had been meant for a book which never had been published. (The commentary and 
notes in this volume are by William Everson.)

The poet being now safely dead, a Jeffers stamp was created. It was an 8-cent one:
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James Shebl wrote about the suppressed poems of Robinson Jeffers.

1976
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October 30, Monday: The defense appropriations bill that went into effect on this day confirmed that Admiral Husband 
E. Kimmel and Lieutenant General Walter Short had been the fall guys, and had been wrongfully demoted and 
deprived of their commands after the Pearl Harbor “surprise” attack for allegedly having failed in their 
responsibility to protect our boys, because Washington DC had in fact deliberately withheld from them crucial 
military intelligence as to the coming attack. –In fact, it seems, the initials of the person we should have 
demoted and deprived of his command, for failing in his responsibility to protect our boys, were “F.D.R.”

When the director of this popular movie was contacted about the nature of this federal legislative 
and executive finding of October 30, 2000, his response was succinct and typically Hollywood: 
“That’s so much shit,” meaning by that, presumably, “That won’t sell as many tickets.” 
(In Hollywood today they know very well that with their modern techniques of animation, 
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It was our President
who was the Traitor
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they can create whatever reality fits their audience’s convenience.)

Faith
Ants, or wise bees, or a gang of wolves,
Work together by instinct, but man needs lies,
Man his admired and more complex mind
Needs lies to bind the body of his people together,
Make peace in the state and maintain power.
These lies are called a faith and their formulation
We call a creed, and the faithful flourish,
They conquer nature and their enemies, they win security.
Then proud and secure they will go awhoring
With that impractical luxury the love of truth,
That tries all things: alas the poor lies,
The faith like a morning mist burnt by the sun:
Thus the great wave of a civilization
Loses its forming soul, falls apart and founders.
Yet I believe that truth is more beautiful
Than all the lies, and God than all the false Gods.
Then we must leave it to the humble and the ignorant
To invent the frame of faith that will form the future.
It was not for the Romans to produce Christ.
It was not for Lucretius to prophesy him, nor Pilate
To follow him.... Or could we change at last and choose truth?

— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
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THE COLLECTED LETTERS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS, WITH SELECTED LETTERS OF UNA JEFFERS: VOLUME I, 
1890-1930 (Karman, James. ed. Stanford, California: Stanford UP). 

Samantha Cassista’s “A Discussion of Theories Relating to Population Dynamics of Passenger Pigeon 
Populations: Abundance and Extinction.” Undergraduate Journal of Anthropology, Volume 1, 2009. pp. 141-
149.

Accounts show that passenger pigeons population rates were
fluctuating. This could be a side effect of a rapidly growing
outbreak species giving way to oscillations under the strain of
resource depletion or habitat/breeding range being at capacity
(Neumann, T.W. 1985. Human-wildlife competition and the
passenger pigeon: Population growth from system
destabilization. Human Ecology 13(4): 389-410). ...causes for
how passenger pigeons’ numbers could have swelled so rapidly
have never been firmly stated or scientifically critiqued. Mark
Peck (Phone interview, March 28, 2008), a scientist in the
ornithology department of the Royal Ontario Museum, stated that
there had to be some climate change or resource abundance change
to allow passenger pigeon populations to grow exponentially
between approximately 1400 and 1600. As discussed above, there
was indeed a climate change known as the Little Ice Age that
lasted from 1400 to 1850. This led to an expansion of pine
forests, and is a potential cause for the migration southwards
of the depleted populations of Aboriginals. Passenger pigeons
also have a high metabolism and Schorger (Schorger, A.W. 1955.
THE PASSENGER PIGEON. University of Wisconsin Press, Madison WI)
reports that they could withstand cold wind and temperatures,
as long as snow did not accumulate and hide their greatest
nutritional resource, deciduous tree forest mast.
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THE COLLECTED LETTERS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS, WITH SELECTED LETTERS OF UNA JEFFERS: VOLUME II, 
1931-1939 (Karman, James. ed. Stanford, California: Stanford UP).
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July: THE COLLECTED LETTERS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS, WITH SELECTED LETTERS OF UNA JEFFERS: VOLUME II, 
1940-1962 (Karman, James. ed. Stanford, California: Stanford UP).

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY
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“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project                     Robin Jeffers
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: February 20, 2015

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.
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