
PEOPLE MENTIONED IN WALDEN

THE REGICIDES, MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM GOFFE 

AND LT.-GENERAL EDWARD WHALLEY1

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it ain’t
like what I see ivry day in Halsted Street. If any wan
comes along with a histhry iv Greece or Rome that’ll
show me th’ people fightin’, gettin’ dhrunk, makin’
love, gettin’ married, owin’ th’ grocery man an’ bein’
without hard coal, I’ll believe they was a Greece or
Rome, but not befur.”

— Dunne, Finley Peter,
OBSERVATIONS BY MR. DOOLEY,
New York, 1902

1604:Parents: Rev Stephen Goffe, Rector of Stanmer, Sussex, England and Deborah West; married 7 May 1604. (FHL 
IGI Index for Sussex)

1. See Stiles’s HISTORY OF THREE OF THE JUDGES OF CHARLES I, WHALLEY, GOFFE, DIXWELL (Hartford, 1794).
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It would have been in about this year that William Goffe was born. Eventually his father, the puritan rector of 
Stanmer in Essex, Stephen Goffe, would apprentice him to a London salter.

1605-1626: Five sons born to Stephen & Deborah Goffe: Stephen (1605-1681); John (1610?-1661); William (1614-
1679-80?); James ( -1656); Timothie (1626- ). Sources: (DNB Goffe pp.69-74; Burkes Peerage & Baronetage, 
99th ed. (1949) pp 838; Eng. Hist Rev. (1892) vol vii pp 717-720; FHL IGI Index for Sussex.)

It is probable that the regicide John Dixwell was born at Folkstone in Kent, England in this year, in a family 
prominent in Kent and Warwickshire.

It would have been in about this year that Edward Whalley was born.

1634: William Goffe apprenticed July 15, 1634 to the Grocer, William Vaughn in London. Source: (Temple, RKG; The 
English Regicides (1988) pp A-24. Guildhall Library, London, Guildhall MS. 11593/1 f.48.)
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William Goffe was briefly jailed for joining in a petition to give the British Parliament control of the militia. 
He was released from prison on the outbreak of civil war and joined the Parliamentary army.

1642: William Goffe arrested and imprisoned in London for petitioning for Parliament’s control of the civilian militia: 
(DNB, William Goffe, pp 71.)

1642-43: William Goffe; quartermaster in a regiment of Foot in 1642; (Wood, Anthony, Fausti oxoniensis, 2nd pt. 
1642-1691 (1820 ed) pp136.) In 1643 Goffe was captain in Barclay’s regiment of Foot. (Firth & Davies, 
Regimental History of Cromwell’s Army, (1940) vol 1, pp 359). Goffe captain in Harley’s regiment of Foot in 
1645; (Spriggs Army List of 1645)

At the battle of Naseby, Edward Whalley distinguished himself.

William Goffe became a captain in Colonel Harley’s regiment of the English Parliament’s New Model Army. 
On the basis of a comment he made, that he prayed for Oliver Cromwell “without ceasing,” he would be 
generally known in that army as “Praying William.” By getting married with a daughter of Edward Whalley, 
Frances, at some unknown date between 1645 and 1650, he would become connected with the Cromwell 
family.
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1645? –1650: William Goffe married to Frances Whalley, dau of Col. Edward Whalley, before 1650, exact date 
unknown; (Jagger, G. The Fortunes of the Whalley Family of Screvton Notts (1973) pp114, fn 2 PRO) The 
daughters born to this marriage were: Elizabeth, Frances, Judith (Coll Mass Hist. Soc. (1868) 4th ser. Vol viii 
pp 122-225) ; and a son, Richard, (Burkes Peerage & Baronetage, 99th ed. (1949) pp 838).

Edward Whalley successfully completed a siege of Banbury.

The Scots remanded their royal prisoner, King Charles I of England, to the English Parliament, whereupon he 
escaped to the Isle of Wright and, losing his head, made a secret treaty with the Scots. Some would regard this 
as an act of treason, but hey, any port in such a storm!

During the progress of the civil war Sir Henry Vane was placed on all parliamentary commissions that were 
empowered to treat with King Charles. He was also one of the Parliament’s committee that occasionally 
accompanied the army. When the House of Commons would discuss the terms of settlement that were offered 
by King Charles, he would take the lead in the minority that favored their rejection, but would eventually yield 
to the majority, and, upon yielding, retire from that governing body.

1647: William Goffe made Lt. Colonel; (Woodhouse, ASP; Puritanism and Liberty, pp19)

July 6: William Goffe was a member of a deputation of the New Model Army which accused eleven members of the 
House of Commons of attempting to overthrow liberty and justice.

November: The series of discussions about a written constitutional proposal for England, one that had been drafted by 
civilian Levellers and had been endorsed by “Agitators” representing various regiments of the New Model 
Army, concluded at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in the town of Putney in Surrey. Oliver Cromwell and 
William Goffe had been active in these “Putney Debates.” The proposed new constitution would be termed 
“The Agreement of the People.” (A consensus was arising that every adult male in England ought to be 
allowed to vote excepting only servants and those receiving alms — but then the flight of the king very 
radically altered the situation within which these extended discussions had been taking place.)
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At Windsor, Major William Goffe persuaded the Army to unite in a prayer request that God enlighten them 
and show them the right way.

The Army prayed for guidance and then, strong in its righteousness, marched on London, occupying 
Whitehall, St. James’s, and other venues of decisionmaking. The stage had been set for the purging of the 
Parliament, and the execution of his Majesty, King Charles I of England.

1648
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January 29: Major-General William Goffe of Oliver Cromwell’s army, and his father-in-law Edward Whalley, as 
members of that government’s High Court of Commission, had been selected by the minority of the Long 
Parliament for the trial and condemnation of his Majesty, King Charles I of England. On the death-warrant of 

1649
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the monarch Goffe’s signature stands 3d and Whalley’s signature 4th.

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN
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Given the doctrine of the divine right of kings, and given that we are the sort of people that we are,
the demise of this monarch would of course instantly inspire a cult of the martyr:

    [next screen]

WALDEN: I have occasional visits in the long winter evenings, when
the snow falls fast and the wind howls in the wood, from an old
settler and original proprietor, who is reported to have dug
Walden Pond, and stoned it, and fringed it with pine woods; who
tells me stories of old time and of new eternity; and between us
we manage to pass a cheerful evening with social mirth and
pleasant views of things, even without apples or cider, –a most
wise and humorous friend, whom I love much, who keeps himself more
secret than ever did Goffe or Whalley; and though he is thought
to be dead, none can show where he is buried. An elderly dame,
too, dwells in my neighborhood, invisible to most persons, in
whose odorous herb garden I love to stroll sometimes, gathering
simples and listening to her fables; for she has a genius of
unequalled fertility, and her memory runs back farther than
mythology, and she can tell me the original of every fable, and
on what fact every one is founded, for the incidents occurred when
she was young. A ruddy and lusty old dame, who delights in all
weathers and seasons, and is likely to outlive all her children
yet.

MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM GOFFE

LT.-GENERAL EDWARD WHALLEY

REGICIDE
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Per a Guardian (London) article for January 29, 1999:

The king was executed 350 years ago tomorrow. 
Now we are once again in the throes of constitutional change. 
David Walker wonders if the turbulence of the Civil War period 
offers Tony Blair a history lesson

When the restored monarch “came into his own again” his followers wreaked 
vengeance on the readiest symbol of that extraordinary man who had risen by sheer 
force of self-belief to rule England, ravage Ireland and repress Scotland. 
The royalists disinterred Oliver Cromwell’s body, dismembered it and set his head 
on a pole outside Westminster Hall, where it remained a curiosity to passers-by 
(Samuel Pepys tells us) for many years.
The new king, Charles II, was wiser than his father, he died in his bed in his palace. 
Charles I had mounted the scaffold on that January day in 1649, condemned to death 
by a parliamentary commission cowed by Cromwell’s “vehement importunity.” 
His address outside the banqueting hall in Whitehall –now a fixture on the London 
tourist run– barely carried beyond the serried ranks Cromwell and his generals had 
made into a fighting force of a quality England had never seen before. (Some 
historians say the very point of Cromwell was to effect military modernisation, 
a central problem in the reign of Charles I having been England’s martial 
inadequacies.)2

The king’s words passed to posterity, explaining both the necessity and the 
incompleteness of the revolution which had overthrown him. As a contemporary record 
put it “he did not believe the happiness of the people lay in sharing government, subject 
and sovereign being clean different. And if he should have given way to an arbitrary 
government, and to have all laws changed according to the sword, he needed not to have 
suffered, and so said he was a martyr for the people.”3

Those two principles emerge clear from the welter of events from the 1630s through 
to the Glorious Revolution in 1688 when the martyr’s other son, James II’s, 
poisoned by exile and religious dogmatism, was chased to Portsmouth and exile. 
The happiness of the English people (and, later, the Scots and Welsh though not the 
Irish) did permanently lie in sharing government with executive authority. 
The amount of power retained by the monarchy within the system remained subject to 
dispute— revisionist historians tell us the Georges in the 18th century were more 
involved in running the country than we used to think and George VI’s biographer, 
Robert Rhodes James, has recently chronicled his attempts to butt in during 
the 1940s.
But the principle of power sharing was established, first within a landowner 

2. Mark Kishlansky, A MONARCHY TRANSFORMED, BRITAIN 1603-1714, Allen Lane, 1996
3. Godfrey Davies, THE EARLY STUARTS, Oxford 1959 quoting Moderate Intelligencer, February 8, 1648/9
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dominated cabal then more broadly with a parliament claiming to represent the 
property-owning nation (The name of that nation is a problem. “Britain” was created 
during the 18th century, Linda Colley has argued, and may now be crumbling.) 
Power sharing through universal suffrage had to wait until 1948.
The king’s second principle, of opposition to “arbitrary government,” has also 
permanently lodged in the myths and sentiments of the inhabitants of the British 
Isles and their descendants. We know (thank you Lord Hoffmann) that the decisions 
of judges in courts can be arbitrary, but since the Civil War there has grown up a 
great faith in due process and procedure. Carried across the Atlantic the principle is 
being demonstrated this week in those peculiar and hollow but also impressively 
grave proceedings in the Senate of the United States.
Here in Britain it is displayed, perhaps to excess, in the way we conduct the public 
business: it’s OK for Jack Cunningham to ride on Concorde as long as he takes 
the trouble to run the trip past his permanent secretary (answerable according to 
procedure as accounting officer) as the unwritten rules say he should. The rules do 
remain unwritten. A problem Oliver Cromwell encountered when he assumed the 
mantle of Protector while still seeking to govern through a representative parliament 
was the lack of a settled constitution. His problem remains ours: at the heart of the 
Blair programme is a promise that things –relationships, rights, responsibilities– 
will have to be written down, so we all know just what the rules are.
Yet it’s thanks to the Stuarts and Oliver Cromwell that the English, Scots and 
Welsh developed (the Irish were not allowed to) an aversion to the arbitrariness 
represented by armed troops riding through the streets. It’s the reason why the 
“massacre” of Peterloo in 1819 became a Victorian radical’s touchstone and why 
military deployment against strikers at Tonypandy before the first world war still 
rings somewhere in the popular consciousness. British martial spirit is highly valued 
as long as it is exercised abroad or confined to barracks.
This season’s anniversaries (it’s also 400 years since the birth of Cromwell) have 
attracted extra attention for two reasons. One is devolution and the focus it brings to 
the peculiar make-up of the United Kingdom. Some right wing commentators have 
ingeniously tried to blame him for the fact the Scots voted in Tony Blair’s referendum 
for a measure of self-government, forgetting that it was the revolt of some Scots 
against Charles I which lit one of the powder trails to the Civil War.
It’s a selective memory, too, which remembers Cromwell’s military campaign in 
Ireland, the massacre at Drogheda and all that, but fails to see the lines of continuity 
in English policy towards Ireland which, before Cromwell, had sent Charles I’s 
favourite Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford across the Irish Sea to “pacify” — 
one of his most successful officers was William Rainsborough, kinsman of Thomas, 
Tony Benn’s great exemplar, the Cromwellian colonel who sided with the 17th 
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century’s proto-communist Levellers to declare that “the poorest he in England hath 
a life to live as the greatest he.”
Why Cromwell remains such a fascinating figure is that it is very difficult to skewer 
him on any contemporary left-right spectrum. God’s Englishman he was but hard for 
would-be English nationalists to stomach because he was a regicide. He killed the 
king in the people’s name and that should endear him to the left (as it usually did in 
the Victorian era when Cromwell was a significant reference point in politics). 
But Cromwell had left his home in Huntingdon to raise a troop of horse-soldiers 
partly in defence of private property, threatened by King Charles’s despotic powers 
of taxation and confiscation — a good right wing cause. Of course Cromwell is now 
deeply strange for us. Britain may still vestigially be protestant.
The rising against the Stuarts produced an act of succession to the crown which still 
excludes Roman Catholics; Prince Charles would not last night have been stepping 
out with Camilla if she acknowledged the Pope. But we are now light years away 
from the world of Christian faith in which Cromwell could say: “One beam in a dark 
place hath exceeding much refreshment in it. Blessed he His name for shining upon 
so dark a heart as mine.”4

And yet there is still strong contemporary resonance in the continuous constitutional 
debate of those years in the middle of the 17th century. The other reason for attending 
to the anniversaries is that we, too, are in the throes of changing the way we are 
governed. New Labour’s programme of modernisation (a word unknown in the 17th 
century when the talk was much more of cleaving to ancient models) embraces the 
House of Lords, methods of election, the institutionalisation of human rights, 
devolution and, potentially, monetary integration with the rest of Europe. But is there 
really anything to learn from that far-off era?
Analogies from the 17th century are seductive. It’s the attractiveness of the language 
of Milton, Jonson and Fox. But they are deeply foreign to us now. Their distance 
is marked by their sense, shown in Charles as much as Cromwell, that they walked 
daily in or near the company of a god whose latter-day conversation partners are few. 
Right-wingers and conservatives might say the lesson of history has to do with the 
difficulty of changing constitutional arrangements. They might cite those words of 
Charles on the scaffold and the paradox of a strong executive (which Tony Blair 
personifies) imposing new arrangements from above, running the risk of using 
power arbitrarily and stifling dissent. Left wingers and radicals have to be 
Cromwellian at least in agreeing that unless there is a large popular element in 
government it is destined to fall into despotism and unfreedom.
A generation ago the history of the 17th century was taught almost with the 
constitutional bits left out. Social and economic historians were all the rage and great 
works such as J.R.Tanner’s ENGLISH CONSTITUTIONAL CONFLICTS 

4. R.H. Tawney, RELIGION AND THE RISE OF CAPITALISM, Penguin 1937 quoting from Carlyle’s edition of Cromwell’s letters
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OF THE 17TH CENTURY gathered dust on the shelves: everyone read 
Christopher Hill and Lawrence Stone and Hugh Trevor-Roper arguing about the 
rise of the gentry and the dissolution of the aristocracy. Recently, the political 
historians have made a come back and a new synthesis may be emerging. 
It’s based on a proposition Tony Blair and colleagues should note.
One reason why constitutional debate 350 years ago was injected with such passion 
was because it took place within a context of social change, in an opening society where 
a rustic squire called Cromwell could become a power in parliament. The other day 
Tony Blair talked of re-modelling Britain as a middle-class society, where everyone 
could aspire to the bourgeois version of the good life. What is missing from his 
constitutional proposals is a link to that social vision. Perhaps that’s because the new 
middle classes are politically satiated.
What’s absent in comparison with the past is anger, the drive for changing the way we 
are governed because of a sense of oppression and injustice. Lord Cranborne is a lot 
less dangerous than the nobles around Charles I. Advocates of constitutional change 
don’t have much sociology going for them, there’s little sign of forces hungry for 
Lords reform or proportional representation.5 Tory eccentric William Rees-Mogg 
wrote the other day about our need for a new Cromwell to keep a lid on the turbulence 
swirling around. In fact when it comes to institutional reform Tony Blair’s 
problem is the passivity and comfortableness of the majority — except in 
Scotland and Ireland.

5. Robert Hazell, CONSTITUTIONAL FUTURES, Oxford 1999
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For the first and last time in British history, a Parliament put a monarch on trial, found him guilty of high 
treason — and on the following day would execute him. 

Throughout the 18th century, the BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER would be prescribing a form of service for the 
commemoration of this event (as it also did in regard to the giving of thanks for the frustration of the 
Gunpowder Plot, and for the celebration of the Restoration annually on May 29th). 

The running header for the text reads “King Charles the Martyr,” not, as so many Royalists have faithfully 
averred, “Saint Charles the Martyr.” Sainthood requires miracles, and the only miracle Charles I ever 
performed was making his supper disappear. However, this sort of wretched excess would not finally be elided 
from the BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER until it had long since ceased to be used except by particularly bloodthirsty 
Royalists.

 The creation of a saint (and there are a total of 5 churches in England dedicated to King Charles I the Martyr, 
one of which is at Falmouth in Cornwall) in these rubrics may now seem strange. Without pushing the 
comparison too hard, the same process may be observed today in the American Episcopal Church, in the forms 
of commemorations now used to honor the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., which show the same 
progress toward what appears almost to amount to a canonization.

The King’s execution (referring now to Charles, rather than Martin) is still commemorated each January 30th 
by a procession to Le Sueur’s equestrian statue at the top of Whitehall (from whence all distances in England 
are ever to be measured), at which venue a commemorative service is held. From the 1752 version of the BOOK 
OF COMMON PRAYER, here are some elements of that prescribed service, headed:

A FORM of PRAYER and FASTING, to be used Yearly upon the
Thirtieth of January, being the Day of the Martyrdom of the
Blessed King Charles the First: To implore the mercy of God,
that neither the Guilt of that sacred and innocent Blood, nor
those other Sins, by which God was provoked to deliver up both
us and our King into the hands of cruel and unreasonable men,
may at any time hereafter be visited upon us, or our Posterity.
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 There then follow orders both for morning and evening prayer and for communion.
Morning Prayer opens with three scriptural sentences (DANIEL 9:9-10, JEREMIAH 10:24, and PSALM 143, v2). 
The Venite is then replaced by thirty verses selected from the PSALMS, NEHEMIAH, LAMENTATIONS, GENESIS, the 
BOOK OF WISDOM, DEUTERONOMY, and REVELATION, ordained to be recited as a responsorial psalm between priest 
on the one hand and clerk and people on the other. Then follow PSALMS 9, 10 and 11; then follow 2 SAMUEL 1 
and MATTHEW 27.
The first collect at morning prayer was then replaced with the two following collects:

O most mighty God, terrible in thy judgments, and wonderful in
thy doings towards the children of men; who in thy heavy
displeasure didst suffer the life of our gracious Sovereign King
Charles the First to be (as) this Day taken away by the hands
of cruel and bloody men: We thy sinful creatures here assembled
before thee, do, in the behalf of all the people of this land,
humbly confess, that they were the crying sins of this Nation,
which brought down this heavy judgment upon us. But, O gracious
God, when thou makest inquisition for blood, lay not the guilt
of this innocent blood (the shedding whereof nothing but the
blood of thy Son can expiate) - lay it not to the charge of the
people of this land; nor let it ever be required of us, or our
posterity. Be merciful, O Lord, be merciful unto thy people,
whom thou hast redeemed; and be not angry with us for ever: But
pardon us for thy mercies sake, through the merits of thy Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessed Lord, in whose sight the death of thy Saints is precious;
We magnify thy Name for thine abundant grace bestowed upon our
martyred Sovereign; by which he was enabled so cheerfully to
follow the steps of his blessed Master and Saviour, in a constant
meek suffering of all barbarous indignities, and at last
resisting unto blood; and even then, according to the same
pattern, praying for his murderers. Let his memory, O Lord, be
ever blessed among us; that we may follow the example of his
courage and constancy, his meekness and patience, and great
charity. And grant that this our land may be freed from the
vengeance of his righteous blood, and thy mercy glorified in the
forgiveness of our sins: and all for Jesus Christ his sake, our
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

To emphasize the penitential nature of the service, the Great Litany was then ordered always to be used, and 
three more collects followed, seeking forgiveness for sins.
The order for the communion service prescribed the two collects given above. The choice of lessons is 
particularly interesting: the epistle is I PETER 2:13-23, starting “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lords sake, whether it be to the King, as supreme; or unto governors...,” and the gospel is MATTHEW 
21:33-42, the parable of the husbandmen and the vineyard who slew even the owner’s son. On this day the 
sermon was to be replaced by a reading of the 1st and 2nd parts of the Homily against Disobedience and wilful 
Rebellion “set forth by Authority.” Two more special collects then follow, of which the first seems particularly 
interesting:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, who didst not punish us as our sins
have deserved, but hast in the midst of judgment remembered
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mercy; We acknowledge it thine especial favour, that though for
our many and great provocations, thou didst suffer thine
anointed, blessed King Charles the first (as on this day) to
fall into the hands of violent and blood-thirsty men, and
barbarously to be murdered by them; yet thou didst not leave us
for ever, as sheep without a shepherd, but by thy gracious
providence did miraculously preserve the undoubted Heir of his
Crowns, our then gracious Sovereign King Charles the second,
from his bloody enemies, hiding him under the shadow of thy
wings, until their tyranny was overpast; and didst bring him
back, in thy good appointed time, to sit upon the throne of his
Father; and together with the Royal Family didst restore to us
our ancient Government in Church and State. For these thy great
and unspeakable mercies we render to thee our most humble and
unfeigned thanks; beseeching thee still to continue thy gracious
protection over the whole Royal Family, and to grant to our
gracious Sovereign King GEORGE, a long and happy Reign over us:
So we that are thy people, will give thee thanks for ever, and
will alway be shewing forth thy praise from generation to
generation, through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

For the Evening Prayer, the responsorial reading prescribed for Morning Prayer was to be repeated. The proper 
psalms were 79, 94 and 85, the proper lessons were JEREMIAH 12 (or DANIEL 9:1-22), HEBREWS 11:32 and 
HEBREWS 12:1-7. The first collect of Evensong was to be replaced by two special ones, and the final Evensong 
collect “Lighten our darkness...” was to be followed by the three additional collects prescribed for morning 
prayer and one other prayer to follow the Prayer of St. Chrysostom.

The collects for Evening Prayer was perhaps the most interesting of all, to those of us who find this sort of 
thing interesting, as it completed a sense of movement towards catharsis from the effects of the King’s 
execution:

O Almighty Lord God, who by thy wisdom not only guidest, and
orderest all things most suitably to thine own justice; but also
performest thy pleasure in such a manner, that we cannot but
acknowledge thee to be righteous in all thy ways, and holy in
all thy works: We thy sinful people do here fall down before
thee, confessing that thy judgments were right, in permitting
cruel men, sons of Belial (as on this day) to imbrue their hands
in the blood of thine Anointed; We having drawn down the same
upon ourselves, by the great and long provocations of our sins
against thee. For which we do therefore here humble ourselves
before thee; beseeching thee to deliver this Nation from blood-
guiltiness (that of this day especially) and to turn from us and
our posterity all those judgments which we by our sins have
worthily deserved: Grant this, for the all-sufficient merits of
this Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Blessed God, just and powerful, who didst permit thy dear
Servant, our dread Sovereign King Charles the First, to be (as
upon this day) given up to the violent outrages of wicked men,
to be despitefully used, and at the last murdered by them: Though
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we cannot reflect upon so foul an act, but with horror and
astonishment; yet we do most gratefully commemorate the glories
of thy grace, which then shined forth in thine Anointed; whom
thou wast pleased, even at the hour of death, to endue with an
eminent measure of exemplary patience, meekness, and charity,
before the face of his cruel enemies. And albeit thou didst
suffer them to proceed to such a height of violence, as to kill
him, and to take possession of his throne; yet didst thou in
great mercy preserve his Son, whose right it was, and at length
by a wonderful providence bring him back, and set him thereon,
to restore thy true Religion, and to settle peace amongst us:
For these thy great Mercies we glorify thy Name, through Jesus
Christ our blessed Saviour. Amen.

Such over-the-top commemoration would be elided from the BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER in 1859 on the grounds 
that it had not been generally observed for some years. According to D.H. Farmer’s OXFORD DICTIONARY OF 
SAINTS (Oxford UP, 1978), 421, the commemoration on January 30th was squelched by request of Queen 
Victoria.

One of Swift’s extant sermons dealt with the royal martyr. In it the preacher was warning the congregation 
against “running into either extreme of two bad opinions, with relation to obedience ... some would allow them 
[kings] an equal power with God ... on the other side, some look upon kings as answerable for every mistake 
or omission in government, and bound to comply with the most unreasonable demands of an unquiet faction 
... between these two extremes, it is easy ... to choose a middle; to be good and loyal subjects, yet according 
to your power, faithful assertors of your religion and liberties.” But Swift would be far from the only major 
writer to pen a 30th-of-January sermon. Refer, for instance, to the Samuel Johnson one to be found in Volume 
XIV of the Yale edition (Sermon 23). Johnson characterized the Parliamentarians and Puritans them as a 
“faction” that, having grown impatient of “obedience” to civil and ecclesiastical governours, establishing its 
power by a “murder of the most atrocious kind, deliberate, contumelious, and cruel.” Among his hymns 
written for the liturgy of the Church of England, Christopher Smart included an odd one for the 
commemoration of the royal martyr:

The persecutor was redeemed
And preach’d the name he had blasphem’d;
But, ah! tho’ worded for the best,
How subtle men his writings wrest.
 Hence heresies and sects arose
According to the saint they chose,
All against Christ alike — but all
Of some distorted text of Paul.
 Had not such reas’ners been at strife,
With Christ’s good doctrine and his life,
The land of God’s selected sheep
Had ’scap’d this day to fast and weep.
 Ah great unfortunate, the chief
Of monarchs in the tale of grief,
By marriage ill-advised, akin
To Moab and the man of sin!
 When Christ was spitted on and slain,
The temple rent her veil in twain;
And in the hour that Charles was cast
The church had well night groan’d its last.
 But now aloft her head she bears,
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Accepted in his dying pray’rs; — 
Great acts in human annals shine — 
Great sufferings claim applause divine.

King Charles was tried for treason against the newly sovereign people of England not so much because he 
defied the law, or taxed them without their consent, but because in the end he was making war on them. 
The regicides who fled to Connecticut are now commemorated on New Haven green — the younger Sir Henry 
Vane, the regicide who came to Parliament from the post of Governor of the Massachusetts Bay colony — 
Hugh Peter, the pastor of Salem who offered cold comfort and a final prayer for Charles on the scaffold — 
John Milton (whom King Charles II had the wit to pardon). — And their attentive disciple John Adams.

January 30: In case you were wondering: here is an artist’s conception of what a cross-section of the neck of a reigning 
monarch of Europe might have looked like during the 17th Century.
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The extraordinary event of the day, a king having his head severed from his body, was witnessed 
by thousands of cheering subjects. Not wishing to appear to shiver before the crowd, Charles I had 
donned two shirts.

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
 the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
 understanding with a convincing evidence, that
 they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
 but solid substantial truth.”

— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
 DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest 
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor 
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their 
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious 
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign    Dwell as near 
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.” 

—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

1601 Tycho Brahe unsolicited comment “Let me not seem to have lived in vain.”

1618 Sir Walter Raleigh his wife would embalm his head and 
keep it near her in a red leather bag

“Strike, man, strike.”

1649 Charles I the chopper was to wait for a signal 
that the king had prepared himself

“Stay for the sign.”

1659 Friend Marmaduke Ste-
venson and Friend Wil-
liam Robinson

unsolicited comments made over the 
muting roll of a drum intended to pre-
vent such remarks from being heard

Friend Marmaduke: “We suffer not as evil-
doers but for conscience’ sake.” Friend Wil-
liam: “I die for Christ.”

1660 Friend Mary Dyer asked at her execution 
whether they should pray for her soul

“Nay, first a child; then a young man;
then a strong man, before an elder of 
Christ Jesus.”

... other famous last words ...

HEADCHOPPING
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News of the king’s death on the block at Whitehall would be distributed throughout the realm in reports, 
ballads and woodcut engravings. The new age of commonwealth would last barely a dozen years. In 1660, 
Parliament would invite the son of the king they had executed to sit on the throne. In one of the great revisionist 
reversals of history, the republican heroes of 1649 who had put their names and seals to the king’s death 
warrant would be regarded in 1660 as regicides. The surviving judges of Charles I would be rounded up and 
executed in the special manner reserved for traitors: hanging, drawing and quartering (think of Mel Gibson’s 
fate in “Braveheart”).

Charles the Traitor would become Charles the Martyr. His final writings, EIKON BASILIKE, would be taken as 
the words of a saint.

His widowed queen consort, Henrietta Maria, had returned her native France in 1644 and thus learned of her 
husband’s death only several days after the execution. His eldest son would be crowned at Scone, Scotland, 
in 1651, but would be forced into exile after Cromwell’s Roundheads defeat of the Royalists at Worcester.

ENGLISH CIVIL WAR

MARTYRDOM
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January 31:King Charles I of England and Scotland having been executed, a Commonwealth was established under 
Oliver Cromwell — there was Glorious Revolution and a good time was being had by almost all those who 
had managed to survive the fights so far.6

This verse on the event is from Andrew Marvell’s “An Horatian Ode upon Cromwell’s Return from Ireland”:

 He nothing common did or mean 
Upon that memorable scene, 
But with his keener eye 
The axe’s edge did try; 
Nor call’d the gods with vulgar spite 
To vindicate his helpless right, 
But bowed his comely head 
Down as upon a bed.

6. A couple of centuries later, the family of Sir Henry Halford would have on its table a peculiar salt-cellar. It was a human vertebra 
set in gold and it was flat on one side. When Queen Victoria learned of this, she instructed that the curiosity was to be interred in 
the tomb of Charles I. (Those of us who are interested in this sort of thing would be interested to learn whether, when this object 
was placed inside the tomb, it was placed there full of salt, or emptied of salt.)
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The crowd was being kept well back by solders wary of any rescue attempt. A young spectator quoted 
in THE DIARIES AND LETTERS OF PHILIP HENRY, 1631-96 (ed. Matthew Henry Lee), attempted to describe 
the reaction as the severed head of the former monarch was held aloft: “‘The blow I saw give,’ said a young 
spectator, ‘and can truly say with a sad heart, at the instant whereof I remember well, there was such a grone 
[sic] by the thousands then present as I have never hear [sic] before, and desire i [sic] may never hear again.’” 
The troops would waste no time in clearing Whitehall of these witnesses.

WALDEN: For my part, I could easily do without the post-office.
I think that there are very few important communications made
through it. To speak critically, I never received more than one
or two letters in my life –I wrote this some years ago– that were
worth the postage. The penny-post is, commonly, an institution
through which you seriously offer a man that penny for his
thoughts which is so often safely offered in jest. And I am sure
that I never read any memorable news in a newspaper. If we read
of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by accident, or one
house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one steamboat blown up,
or one cow run over on the Western Railroad, or one mad dog
killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter, –we never need
read of another. One is enough. If you are acquainted with the
principle, what do you care for a myriad instances and
applications? To a philosopher all news, as it is called, is
gossip, and they who edit and read it are old women over their
tea. Yet not a few are greedy after this gossip. There was such
a rush, as I hear, the other day at one of the offices to learn
the foreign news by the last arrival, that several large squares
of plate glass belonging to the establishment were broken by the
pressure, –news which I seriously think a ready wit might write
a twelvemonth or twelve years beforehand with sufficient
accuracy. As for Spain, for instance, if you know how to throw in
Don Carlos and the Infanta, and Don Pedro and Seville and Granada,
from time to time in the right proportions, –they may have changed
the names a little since I saw the papers,– and serve up a bull-
fight when other entertainments fail, it will be true to
the letter, and give us as good an idea of the exact state or ruin
of things in Spain as the most succinct and lucid reports under
this head in the newspapers; and as for England, almost the last
significant scrap of news from that quarter was the revolution of
1649; and if you have learned the history of her crops for an
average year, you never need attend to that thing again, unless
your speculations are of a merely pecuniary character. If one may
judge who rarely looks into the newspapers, nothing new does ever
happen in foreign parts, a French revolution not excepted.
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What follows is a couple of “takes” on the character of this beheaded monarch, by Clarendon and by Sir Philip 
Warwick:

By CLARENDON.
The severall unhearde of insolencyes which this excellent Prince
was forced to submitt to, at the other tymes he was brought
before that odious judicatory, his Majesticke behaviour under
so much insolence, and resolute insistinge upon his owne
dignity, and defendinge it by manifest authorityes in the lawe,
as well as by the cleerest deductions from reason, the
pronouncinge that horrible sentence upon the most innocent
person in the worlde, the execution of that sentence by the most
execrable murther that ever was committed, since that of our
blessed Savyour, and the circumstances therof, the application
and interposition that was used by some noble persons to prævent
that wofull murther, and the hypocrisy with which that
interposition was deluded, the Saintlike behaviour of that
blessed Martir, and his Christian courage and patience at his
death, are all particulars so well knowne, and have bene so much
inlarged upon in treatises peculiarly applyed to that purpose,
that the farther mentioninge it in this place, would but
afflicte and grieve the reader, and make the relation itselfe
odious; and therfore no more shall be sayd heare of that
lamentable Tragedy, so much to the dishonour of the Nation, and
the religion professed by it; but it will not be unnecessary to
add the shorte character of his person, that posterity may know
the inestimable losse which the nation then underwent in beinge
deprived of a Prince whose example would have had a greater
influence upon the manners and piety of the nation, then the
most stricte lawes can have.

To speake first of his private qualifications as a man, before
the mention of his princely and royall virtues, He was, if ever
any, the most worthy of the title of an honest man; so greate a
lover of justice, that no temptation could dispose him to a
wrongfull action, except it were so disguysed to him, that he
believed it to be just; he had a tendernesse and compassion of
nature, which restrayned him from ever doinge a hard hearted
thinge, and therfore he was so apt to grant pardon to
Malefactors, that his Judges represented to him the damage and
insecurity to the publique that flowed from such his indulgence,
and then he restrayned himselfe from pardoninge ether murthers
or highway robberyes, and quickly decerned the fruits of his
severity, by a wounderfull reformation of those enormityes. He
was very punctuall and regular in his devotions, so that he was
never knowne to enter upon his recreations or sportes, though
never so early in the morninge, before he had bene at publique
prayers, so that on huntinge dayes, his Chaplynes were bounde
to a very early attendance, and he was likewise very stricte in
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observinge the howres of his private cabbinett devotions, and
was so seveare an exactor of gravity and reverence in all mention
of religion, that he could never indure any light or prophane
worde in religion, with what sharpnesse of witt so ever it was
cover’d; and though he was well pleased and delighted with
readinge verses made upon any occasyon, no man durst bringe
before him any thinge that was prophane or uncleane, that kinde
of witt had never any countenance then. He was so greate an
example of conjugall affection, that they who did not imitate
him in that particular, did not bragge of ther liberty, and he
did not only permitt but directe his Bishopps to prosequte those
skandalous vices, in the Ecclesiasticall Courtes, against
persons of eminence, and neere relation to his service.

His kingly virtues had some mixture and allay that hindred them
from shyninge in full lustre, and from producinge those fruites
they should have bene attended with; he was not in his nature
bountifull, though he gave very much, which appeared more after
the Duke of Buckinghams death, after which those showers fell
very rarely, and he paused to longe in givinge, which made those
to whome he gave lesse sensible of the benefitt. He kept state
to the full, which made his Courte very orderly, no man
prsesuminge to be seene in a place wher he had no pretence to
be; he saw and observed men longe, before he receaved any about
his person, and did not love strangers, nor very confident men.
He was a patient hearer of causes, which he frequently
accustomed himselfe to, at the Councell Board, and judged very
well, and was dextrous in the mediatinge parte, so that he often
putt an end to causes by perswasion, which the stubbornesse of
mens humours made delatory in courts of justice. He was very
fearelesse in his person, but not enterpryzinge, and had an
excellent understandinge, but was not confident enough of it:
which made him often tymes chaunge his owne opinion for a worse,
and follow the advice of a man, that did not judge so well as
himselfe: and this made him more irresolute, then the
conjuncture of his affayres would admitt: If he had bene of a
rougher and more imperious nature, he would have founde more
respecte and duty, and his not applyinge some seveare cures, to
approchinge evills, proceeded from the lenity of his nature, and
the tendernesse of his conscience, which in all cases of bloode,
made him choose the softer way, and not hearken to seveare
councells how reasonably soever urged. This only restrayned him
from pursuinge his advantage in the first Scotts expedition,
when humanely speakinge, he might have reduced that Nation to
the most slavish obedyence that could have bene wished, but no
man can say, he had then many who advized him to it, but the
contrary, by a wounderfull indisposition all his Councell had
to fightinge, or any other fatigue. He was alwayes an immoderate
lover of the Scottish nation, havinge not only bene borne ther,
but educated by that people and besiedged by them alwayes,
havinge few English aboute him till he was kinge, and the major
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number of his servants beinge still of those, who he thought
could never fayle him, and then no man had such an ascendent
over him, by the lowest and humblest insinuations, as Duke
Hambleton had.

As he excelled in all other virtues, so in temperance he was so
stricte that he abhorred all deboshry to that degree, that at a
greate festivall solemnity wher he once was, when very many of
the nobility of the English and Scotts were entertayned, he was
told by one who withdrew from thence, what vast draughts of wine
they dranke, and that ther was one Earle who had dranke most of
the rest downe and was not himselfe mooved or altred, the kinge
sayd that he deserved to be hanged, and that Earle comminge
shortly into the roome wher his Majesty was, in some gayty to
shew how unhurte he was from that battle, the kinge sent one to
bidd him withdraw from his Majestys presence, nor did he in some
dayes after appeare before the kinge.

Ther were so many miraculous circumstances contributed to his
ruine, that men might well thinke that heaven and earth
conspired it, and that the starres designed it, though he was
from the first declension of his power, so much betrayed by his
owne servants, that there were very few who remayned faythfull
to him; yett that trechery proceeded not from any treasonable
purpose to do him any harme, but from particular and personall
animosityes against other men; and afterwards the terrour all
men were under of the Parliament and the guilte they were
conscious of themselves, made them watch all opportunityes to
make themselves gratious to those who could do them good, and
so they became spyes upon ther master, and from one piece of
knavery, were hardned and confirmed to undertake another, till
at last they had no hope of præservation but by the destruction
of ther master; And after all this, when a man might reasonably
believe, that lesse then a universall defection of three
nations, could not have reduced a greate kinge to so ugly a fate,
it is most certayne that in that very howre when he was thus
wickedly murthered in the sight of the sunn, he had as greate a
share in the heartes and affections of his subjects in generall,
was as much beloved, esteemed and longed for by the people in
generall of the three nations, as any of his predecessors had
ever bene. To conclude, he was the worthyest gentleman, the best
master, the best frende, the best husbande, the best father, and
the best Christian, that the Age in which he lyved had produced,
and if he was not the best kinge, if he was without some parts
and qualityes which have made some kings greate and happy, no
other Prince was ever unhappy, who was possessed of half his
virtues and indowments, and so much without any kinde of vice.

By SIR PHILIP WARWICK.
He was a person, tho’ born sickly, yet who came thro’ temperance
and exercise, to have as firm and strong a body, as most persons
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I ever knew, and throughout all the fatigues of the warr, or
during his imprisonment, never sick. His appetite was to plain
meats, and tho’ he took a good quantity thereof, yet it was
suitable to an easy digestion. He seldom eat of above three
dishes at most, nor drank above thrice: a glasse of small beer,
another of claret wine, and the last of water; he eat suppers
as well as dinners heartily; but betwixt meales, he never medled
with any thing. Fruit he would eat plentifully, and with this
regularity, he moved as steddily, as a star follows its course.
His deportment was very majestick; for he would not let fall his
dignity, no not to the greatest Forraigners, that came to visit
him and his Court; for tho’ he was farr from pride, yet he was
carefull of majestie, and would be approacht with respect and
reverence. His conversation was free, and the subject matter of
it (on his own side of the Court) was most commonly rational;
or if facetious, not light. With any Artist or good Mechanick,
Traveller, or Scholar he would discourse freely; and as he was
commonly improved by them, so he often gave light to them in
their own art or knowledge. For there were few Gentlemen in the
world, that knew more of useful or necessary learning, than this
Prince did: and yet his proportion of books was but small, having
like Francis the first of France, learnt more by the ear, than
by study. His way of arguing was very civil and patient; for he
seldom contradicted another by his authority, but by his reason:
nor did he by any petulant dislike quash another’s arguments;
and he offered his exception by this civill introduction, By
your favour, Sir, I think otherwise on this or that ground: yet
he would discountenance any bold or forward addresse unto him.
And in suits or discourse of busines he would give way to none
abruptly to enter into them, but lookt, that the greatest
Persons should in affairs of this nature addresse to him by his
proper Ministers, or by some solemn desire of speaking to him
in their own persons. His exercises were manly; for he rid the
great horse very well; and on the little saddle he was not only
adroit, but a laborious hunter or field-man: and they were wont
to say of him, that he fail’d not to do any of his exercises
artificially, but not very gracefully; like some well-
proportion’d faces, which yet want a pleasant air of
countenance. He had a great plainnes in his own nature, and yet
he was thought even by his Friends to love too much a versatile
man; but his experience had thorowly weaned him from this at
last.

He kept up the dignity of his Court, limiting persons to places
suitable to their qualities, unless he particularly call’d for
them. Besides the women, who attended on his beloved Queen and
Consort, he scarce admitted any great Officer to have his wife
in the family. Sir Henry Vane was the first, that I knew in that
kind, who having a good dyet as Comptroller of the Houshold, and
a tenuity of fortune, was winkt at; so as the Court was fill’d,
not cramm’d. His exercises of Religion were most exemplary; for
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every morning early, and evening not very late, singly and
alone, in his own bed-chamber or closet he spent some time in
private meditation: (for he durst reflect and be alone) and
thro’ the whole week, even when he went a hunting, he never
failed, before he sat down to dinner, to have part of the Liturgy
read unto him and his menial servants, came he never so hungry,
or so late in: and on Sundays and Tuesdays he came (commonly at
the beginning of Service) to the Chappell, well attended by his
Court-Lords, and chief Attendants, and most usually waited on
by many of the Nobility in town, who found those observances
acceptably entertain’d by him. His greatest enemies can deny
none of this; and a man of this moderation of mind could have
no hungry appetite to prey upon his subjects, tho’ he had a
greatnes of mind not to live precariously by them. But when he
fell into the sharpnes of his afflictions, (than which few men
underwent sharper) I dare say, I know it, (I am sure
conscientiously I say it) tho’ God dealt with him, as he did
with St. Paul, not remove the thorn, yet he made his grace
sufficient to take away the pungency of it: for he made as
sanctified an use of his afflictions, as most men ever did.

No Gentleman in his three nations, tho’ there were many more
learned, (for I have supposed him but competently learned, tho’
eminently rational) better understood the foundations of his own
Church, and the grounds of the Reformation, than he did: which
made the Pope’s Nuncio to the Queen, Signior Con, to say (both
of him and Arch-Bishop Laud, when the King had forced the
Archbishop to admit a visit from, and a conference with the
Nuncio) That when he came first to Court, he hoped to have made
great impressions there; but after he had conferr’d with Prince
and Prelate, (who never denyed him any thing frowardly or
ignorantly, but admitted all, which primitive and uncorrupted
Rome for the first 500 years had exercised,) he declared he
found, That they resolved to deal with his Master, the Pope, as
wrestlers do with one another, take him up to fling him down.
And therefore tho’ I cannot say, I know, that he wrote his Icon
Basilike, or Image, which goes under his own name; yet I can
say, I have heard him, even unto my unworthy selfe, say many of
those things it contains: and I have bin assur’d by Mr. Levett,
(one of the Pages of his Bedchamber, and who was with him thro’
all his imprisonments) that he hath not only seen the Manuscript
of that book among his Majestie’s papers at the Isle of Wight,
but read many of the chapters himselfe: and Mr. Herbert, who by
the appointment of Parliament attended him, says, he saw the
Manuscript in the King’s hand, as he believed; but it was in a
running character, and not that which the King usually wrote.
And whoever reads his private and cursory letters, which he
wrote unto the Queen, and to some great men (especially in his
Scotch affairs, set down by Mr. Burnet, when he stood single,
as he did thro’ all his imprisonments) the gravity and
significancy of that style may assure a misbeliever, that he had
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head and hand enough to express the ejaculations of a good,
pious, and afflicted heart; and Solomon says, that affliction
gives understanding, or elevates thoughts: and we cannot wonder,
that so royal a heart, sensible of such afflictions, should make
such a description of them, as he hath done in that book.

And tho’ he was of as slow a pen, as of speech; yet both were
very significant: and he had that modest esteem of his own parts,
that he would usually say, He would willingly make his own
dispatches, but that he found it better to be a Cobler, than a
Shoomaker. I have bin in company with very learned men, when I
have brought them their own papers back from him, with his
alterations, who ever contest his amendments to have bin very
material. And I once by his commandment brought him a paper of
my own to read, to see, whether it was suitable unto his
directions, and he disallow’d it slightingly: I desir’d him, I
might call Doctor Sanderson to aid me, and that the Doctor might
understand his own meaning from himselfe; and with his
Majestie’s leave, I brought him, whilst he was walking, and
taking the aire; whereupon wee two went back; but pleas’d him
as little, when wee return’d it: for smilingly he said, A man
might have as good ware out of a Chandler’s shop: but afterwards
he set it down with his own pen very plainly, and suitable unto
his own intentions. The thing was of that nature, (being too
great an owning of the Scots, when Duke Hamilton was in the heart
of England so meanely defeated, and like the crafty fox lay out
of countenance in the hands of his enemies,) that it chilled the
Doctors ink; and when the matter came to be communicated, those
honourable Persons, that then attended him, prevayl’d on him to
decline the whole. And I remember, when his displeasure was a
little off, telling him, how severely he had dealt in his
charactering the best pen in England, Dr. Sanderson’s; he told
me, he had had two Secretaries, one a dull man in comparison of
the other, and yet the first best pleas’d him: For, said he, my
Lord Carleton ever brought me my own sense in my own words; but
my Lord Faulkland most commonly brought me my instructions in
so fine a dress, that I did not alwaies own them. Which put me
in mind to tell him a story of my Lord Burleigh and his son
Cecil: for Burleigh being at Councill, and Lord Treasurer,
reading an order penn’d by a new Clerk of the Councill, who was
a Wit and Scholar, he flung it downward to the lower end of the
Table to his son, the Secretary, saying, Mr. Secretary, you
bring in Clerks of the Councill, who will corrupt the gravity
and dignity of the style of the Board: to which the Secretary
replied, I pray, my Lord, pardon this, for this Gentleman is not
warm in his place, and hath had so little to do, that he is
wanton with his pen: but I will put so much busines upon him,
that he shall be willing to observe your Lordship’s directions.
These are so little stories, that it may be justly thought, I
am either vain, or at leasure to sett them down; but I derive
my authority from an Author, the world hath ever reverenced,
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viz, Plutarch; who writing the lives of Alexander the great and
Julius Cesar, runs into the actions, flowing from their
particular natures, and into their private conversation, saying,
These smaller things would discover the men, whilst their great
actions only discover the power of their States.

One or two things more then I may warrantably observe: First,
as an evidence of his natural probity, whenever any young
Nobleman or Gentleman of quality, who was going to travell, came
to kiss his hand, he cheerfully would give them some good
counsel, leading to morall virtue, especially to good
conversation; telling them, that If he heard they kept good
company abroad, he should reasonably expect, they would return
qualified to serve him and their Country well at home; and he
was very carefull to keep the youth in his times uncorrupted.
This I find in the Mémoires upon James Duke Hamilton, was his
advice unto that noble and loyal Lord, William, afterwards, Duke
Hamilton, who so well serv’d his Son, and never perfidiously
disserv’d him, when in armes against him. Secondly, his
forementioned intercepted letters to the Queen at Naisby had
this passage in them, where mentioning religion, he said, This
is the only thing, wherein we two differ; which even unto a
miscreant Jew would have bin proofe enough of this King’s
sincerity in his religion; and had it not bin providence or
inadvertence, surely those, who had in this kind defam’d him,
would never themselves have publish’d in print this passage,
which thus justified him.

This may be truly said, That he valued the Reformation of his
own Church, before any in the world; and was as sensible and as
knowing of, and severe against, the deviations of Rome from the
primitive Church, as any Gentleman in Christendom; and beyond
those errors, no way quarrelsom towards it: for he was willing
to give it its due, that it might be brought to be willing to
accept, at least to grant, such an union in the Church, as might
have brought a free and friendly communion between Dissenters,
without the one’s totall quitting his errors, or the other’s
being necessitated to partake therein: and I truly believe this
was the utmost both of his and his Archbishop’s inclinations;
and if I may not, yet both these Martyrs confessions on the
scaffold (God avert the prophecy of the last, Venient Romani)
surely may convince the world, that they both dyed true
Assertors of the Reformation. And the great and learned light
of this last age, Grotius, soon discern’d this inclination in
him: for in his dedication of his immortal and scarce ever to
be parallel’d book, De Jure Belli & Pacis, he recommends it to
Lewis XIII, King of France, as the most Royall and Christian
design imaginable for his Majestic to become a means to make an
union amongst Christians in profession of religion; and therein
he tells him, how well-knowing and well-disposed the King of
England was thereunto. In a word, had he had as daring and active
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a courage to obviate danger; as he had a steddy and undaunted
in all hazardous rencounters; or had his active courage equall’d
his passive, the rebellious and tumultuous humor of those, who
were disloyall to him, probably had been quash’d in their first
rise: for thro’-out the English story it may be observed, that
the souldier-like spirit in the Prince hath bin ever much more
fortunate and esteem’d, than the pious: a Prince’s awfull
reputation being of much more defence to him, than his Regall
(nay Legall) edicts.

1649: William Goffe appointed a judge in the trial of King Charles I and signs the death warrant. (Ashley, M. 
Cromwell’s Generals, (1954) pp 160.)

1649-50: William Goffe stationed in London guarding Whitehall. (Cal.State Papers Domestic: 1649-50)

1650: Lt Col William Goffe appointed to Cromwell’s staff for the Scottish Campaign (Firth & Davies Reg Hist 
Cromwell’s Army (1940) pp 329.) Made full Colonel and given command of the Ironsides Foot. (Ibid pp 330)

September 4: After Scotland opted to support Charles II it was invaded by the 16,000-man army of Oliver Cromwell, 
who had just made himself lord general of England. The small quay at Dunbar on the coast of Scotland having 
been damaged during a severe storm, Cromwell’s administrators had provided £300 towards building a new 
pier and a small harbor.

Cromwell had however been held up in Leith. For what would become known as the 2d battle of Dunbar, 
the forces of David Leslie had pushed Cromwell’s army back to Dunbar, and had almost starved the English 
to the point of surrender when on this day Covenanters among the Irish troops demanded that a spirited charge 
be made at the enemy from their stronghold on Doon Hill about three miles southeast of the town. The charge 
proved to be a sad mistake, resulting in 3,000 slain Scots and 10,000 Scottish prisoners at the cost of but 20 
English dead. (At least some of these 10,000 prisoners would find themselves shipped off to the Massachusetts 
Bay colony as white slaves  )

1650
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Here is the painting of Oliver Cromwell leading the troops at Dunbar, by Gow:

At the Battle of Dunbar, Edward Whalley again distinguished himself. Colonel William Goffe commanded a 
regiment.
In the battle, 3,000 Scots would be killed outright and 10,000 taken prisoner. Only 9,000 would escape.
Of those taken prisoner a number were badly enough wounded that Cromwell did not consider them to 
represent any real future threat, and they were released. The balance of the prisoners would be force-marched 
to Durham, and 3,000 would survive this march to find themselves imprisoned in a cathedral. Half of these 
survivors would perish in the cathedral and the other half would be sent to the New World as slaves. (Most of 
these Scot warriors transported as slaves to the New World would slide beneath the surface of history without 
so much as a bubble, but one would become an ancestor of Rhode Island’s famous jumper, Sam Patch.)

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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September 3: King Charles II had invaded England from Scotland but was defeated by troops from Ireland under 
Oliver Cromwell at the battle of Worcester. Colonel William Goffe commanded a regiment of Parliamentary 
forces at this battle.The monarch would be reduced to hiding in a recently lopped pollard oak tree at Boscobel 

in Shropshire.7

1651

7. Some there are who regard this as having been the high point of English monarchy. Shame on them.

Polling or pollarding is the cutting of a tree’s branches regularly at the top of a 2-3 meter trunk. Most species of broadleaf trees will 

form pollards. Trees were pollarded to produce repeated crops of small-sized wood. When fresh shoots grew out of the top of the 
trunk they would be safely out off reach of browsing animals such as cattle and deer. The poles produced were used in much the 
same way as the coppice, and the shoots and foliage were cut for supplementary animal fodder. Pollarding was typical in deer parks 
and on common land or wood pasture. Trees on stream-sides and riverbanks were often pollarded. Trees were re-cut every 5-35 
years depending on the species and what the pieces collected were to be used for. Pollarded trees can survive for centuries. 
Nowadays pollarding is mainly done for landscape and conservation reasons and on street trees. The practice has fallen into disuse, 
leaving ancient overgrown and topheavy pollards scattered through the landscape.

REGICIDE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


34 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

WILLIAM GOFFE EDWARD WHALLEY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN WALDEN

This painter, however, considered that it would make a prettier picture, to depict him just before that battle:

After his evasion of capture by hiding in this tree, Charles would escape to France. The Parliamentary army 
would pass on to subdue the Isle of Man and, returning to the mainland, quarter in Derbyshire at Chesterfield 
and the towns thereabout. It would be at this point that soldier William Edmundson would first encountered 
Quakers.

One market day at Chesterfield, I was in a tavern with others
of my companions and two women of the people called Quakers spoke
of the things of God to the people in the market. I did not hear
of them until they were gone, but the priest of the town, and
several with him, abused them. When they had done, they came to
the tavern and into the room where I and my companions were, it
being a large dining-room. And the priest boasted of what he had
done to the two women, thinking we would praise him. But I loved
to hear of the women and hated his behavior towards them.
A young man, a merchant, then present, who frequented my company
and would often speak of the people called Quakers and say that
their principles were the truth, hearing the priest boast of his
abusive behavior to the said two women, answered and said that
it was a poor victory he had gotten over two poor women. At this
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the priest was very angry and began to storm. My spirit rose
against him. I started up from my seat and asked the priest and
them with him if they came to quarrel, saying that if they did,
they should have enough. The priest answered, “No, not with you
sir.” I bid them leave the room, which they immediately did. But
these things came close to me, and the more I heard of this
people, the better I loved them. And earnest desires sprung
afresh in my heart that the Lord would show me the way of truth.

December: Oliver Cromwell broke up the Barebones Parliament, Edward Whalley carrying away the mace, and 
Colonel William Goffe leading the musketeers who drove the members from their seats.

1653: Daughter, Frances, born Dec 11, 1653 in London. (CFI LDS London P001601 36796)

William Goffe served as MP for Yarmouth in the First Protectorate Parliament of 1654. He became a “Trier,” 
vetting candidates for the clergy. Edward Whalley served as MP for Nottinghamshire in this Parliament.

July: William Goffe helped to suppress a Royalist uprising led by Colonel John Penruddock (who would be declared 
guilty of treason, and executed).

1653

1654

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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October: Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell divided all of England and Wales into 12 military regional governments, 
each under the command of a Major-General who was to answer only to him personally.

In this “Rule of the Major-Generals,” Major-General William Goffe was to govern all of Berkshire, 
Hampshire, and Sussex, and Lieutenant-General Edward Whalley was to govern the midlands, which is to say, 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincoln, Warwickshire, and Leicestershire.
This military dictatorship was to be funded by a 10% income tax imposed on all Englishmen suspected of 
Royalist loyalties, termed a “Decimation Tax” (the attitude was “they caused this, we’ll let them pay for it”).

October: John ap-John, a member of the congregation of Morgan Llywd (Lloyd) the mystical Independent minister of 
Wrexham, had become the leader of the first Welsh Quaker group. At this point he was prosecuted by Swansea 
magistrates and put in prison. Converts in Monmouthshire and Glamorganshire included two Justices, Walter 
Jenkins of Pontypool and Peter Price of Presteign.

Friend James Nayler, a close colleague of Friend George Fox’s, was arrested on a charge of extreme blasphemy 
at Bristol, England. Thomas Carlyle has described the incident, in which Nayler allowed some adoring female 
supporters to give him a Triumphal Entry into Bristol as if he were the Second Coming of Christ in the flesh: 
“In the month of October, 1655, there was seen a strange sight at Bristol in the West. A procession of eight 
persons: one a man on horseback, riding single; the others, men and women, partly riding double, partly on 
foot, in the muddiest highway, in the wettest weather; singing, all but the single-rider, at whose bridle splash 
and walk two women: ‘Hosannah! Holy, holy! Lord God of Sabaoth!’ ... The single-rider is a raw-boned male 
figure, ‘with lank hair reaching below his cheeks’; hat drawn close over his brows; of abstruse ‘down look’ 
and large, dangerous jaws, strictly closed; he sings not; sits there covered, and is sung to by the others, bare. 
Amid pouring deluges and mud knee-deep: ‘so that the rain ran in at their necks, and they vented it at their 
hose and breeches,’ a spectacle to the west of England and posterity! Singing as above; answering no questions 
except in song. At the High Cross, they are laid hold of by the Authorities; turn out to be James Nayler and 
Company.”

1655
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Although, as a Puritan entirely hostile toward Quakers and Quakerism, Major-General William Goffe would 
insist that Friend James be executed, his intransigent attitude would not prevail. On December 16, 1656, the 
Parliament would resist the ultimate penalty by a vote of 96 over 82 and, instead of being killed, Friend James 
would be pilloried for two hours, then whipped by the hangman through the streets from Westminster to the 
Old Exchange in the city, then after two days pilloried for another two hours, then have his tongue bored 
through with a red-hot iron and be branded in the forehead with the letter B, then in that condition be again 
flogged through the streets of Bristol, and then be placed in solitary confinement at hard labor during the 
pleasure of Parliament. Here is Nayler as an early English reader presumed he would have appeared 
subsequent to the branding:

Death from his injuries and from exposure would come not long after Friend James’s release in September 
1659, and according to JAMES NAYLER’S ANSWER TO THE FANATICK HISTORY AS FAR AS IT RELATES 
TO HIM, just before giving up the ghost he would write the following immortal words: “There is a 
spirit which I feel, which delights to do no evil, nor to revenge any wrong; 
but delights to endure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the end. 
Its hope is to outlive all wrath and contention, and to weary out all 
exaltation and cruelty, or whatever is of a nature contrary to itself. It 
sees to the end of all temptations; as it bears no evil in itself, so it 
conceives none in thought to any other. If it be betrayed, it bears it; 
for its ground and spring is the mercy and forgiveness of God. Its crown 
is meekness; its life is everlasting love unfeigned. It takes its kingdom 
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with entreaty, and not with contention, and keeps it by lowliness of mind. 
In God alone it can rejoice, though none else regard it, or can own its 
life. It is conceived in sorrow, and brought forth without any to pity it; 
nor doth it murmur at grief and oppression. It never rejoiceth, but through 
sufferings; for with the world’s joy it is murdered. I found it alone; 
being forsaken. I have fellowship therein, with those who lived in dens 
and desolate places in the earth; who through death obtained this 
resurrection, and eternal, holy life!” 

Friend George Fox described the situation in his JOURNAL:

DATE: When Oliver Cromwell created a House of Lords, the regicide Edward Whalley was one of the ennobled.

1655: Col. William Goffe made Major General by Cromwell for governing Sussex, Hampshire, and Berkshire: (Hill, 
C. Cromwell pp 145; Thurloe Papers (1742) vol IV)

[W]e came to Exeter, where many Friends were in prison; and amongst the
rest James Nayler. For a little before we were set at liberty, James had
run out into imaginations, and a company with him, who raised a great
darkness in the nation. He came to Bristol, and made a disturbance there.
From thence he was coming to Launceston to see me; but was stopped by
the way, and imprisoned at Exeter; as were several others, one of whom,
an honest, tender man, died in prison there. His blood lieth on the heads
of his persecutors.
The night that we came to Exeter I spoke with James Nayler: for I saw
he was out, and wrong, and so was his company. The next day, being First-
day, we went to visit the prisoners, and had a meeting with them in the
prison; but James Nayler, and some of them, could not stay the meeting.
There came a corporal of horse into the meeting, who was convinced,
and remained a very good Friend.
The next day I spoke to James Nayler again; and he slighted what I said,
was dark, and much out; yet he would have come and kissed me. But I said
that since he had turned against the power of God, I could not receive
his show of kindness. The Lord moved me to slight him, and to set the
power of God over him. So after I had been warring with the world,
there was now a wicked spirit risen amongst Friends to war against.
I admonished him and his company.
When he was come to London, his resisting the power of God in me, and the
Truth that was declared to him by me, became one of his greatest burdens.
But he came to see his out-going, and to condemn it; and after some time
he returned to Truth again; as in the printed relation of his repentance,
condemnation, and recovery may be more fully seen.
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1656: Maj Gen William Goffe elected to Parliament from Hampshire: (State Papers John Thurloe, vol V pp 329)

In the Second Protectorate Parliament of 1656, Edward Whalley served as MP for Nottinghamshire and 
William Goffe served as MP for Hampshire. Goffe supported the proposal to offer Lord Protector Oliver 
Cromwell the Crown of England. Entirely hostile toward Quakers and Quakerism, he demanded the death 
sentence for Friend James Nayler.

Named to Oliver Cromwell’s newly-constituted House of Lords, Major-General William Goffe would remain 
loyal until the Lord Protector’s natural death on September 3, 1658.

1657: William Goffe appointed to Cromwell’s House of Lords and made William. Lord Goffe. (State Papers John 
Thurloe, vol II, pp668)

1656

1657
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June/July: Friend George Fox’s aim, during this period, in addition to spreading the Truth, was to deal personally with 
the damage to the infant movement in South Wales caused by the controversies which had been started by 
Friend James Nayler, a close colleague of Fox’s who had been arrested on a charge of extreme blasphemy at 
Bristol, England in October 1655 after having accepted the adoration of female supporters as the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ.

(He had been tried by Parliament,8 narrowly escaping the death penalty that had been recommended for him 
by Major-General William Goffe, and tortured, and would be imprisoned until September 1659.)

June: Major-General William Goffe was a member of the Committee of Nine on Public Affairs.
General Goffe’s aversion to Quakers and to Quakerism would have been only confirmed by an account I have 
seen, that during this month an Englishman attempted to enter the Parliament building with a firearm, and 
when detained, explained that he was a Quaker — the Inner Light, it seems, had instructed him to kill everyone 
there.9

8. The proceedings of the House of Commons against James Nayler for blasphemy have been reported in HOWELL’S STATE TRIALS, 
Volume V, pages 801 ff (Howell, Thomas Bayley, ed. COBBETT’S COMPLETE COLLECTION OF STATE TRIALS AND PROCEEDINGS FOR 
HIGH TREASON AND OTHER CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT TIME. London 1809-1826, 
in 53 volumes).

1658

REGICIDE
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1658: Wiiliam, Lord Goffe granted lands in Ireland by Richard Cromwell. (State Papers John Thurloe, vol VII pp 504)

9. Even today, we Quakers have a problem with people who come to Meeting for Worship, wait awhile in silence, and then jump 
up to proclaim that they were receiving a Message from God — and to pass on to every other worshiper in attendance God’s newest 
new commandment.
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September 3, day: Oliver Cromwell died of malaria because he had refused to use the only known treatment (quinine 
from cinchona). 

He had rejected this treatment simply because the cure had been introduced by Jesuits. Amsterdam “was 
lighted up as for a great deliverance and children ran along the canals, shouting for joy that the Devil was 
dead.” By 1681 cinchona would be universally accepted as antimalarial. The great commoner’s shrouded 
corpse would be interred with great fanfare at the east end of Henry VII’s chapel in Westminster Abbey 
(only to be dug up at the Restoration and ritually hanged and decapitated at Tyburn, and then thrown into an 
anonymous pit that is now somewhere beneath the Marble Arch).

John Dryden would author “Heroic Stanzas” on the death of Cromwell.

His son Richard Cromwell would become Lord Protector and conflict would renew. John Evelyn’s diary entry 
for this day was in part as follows:

Friend George Fox also commented in his JOURNAL, of the events surrounding the death:

PLANTS

John Evelyn’s Diary

Died that archrebell Oliver Cromwell, cal’d Protector.

Now was there a great pother made about the image or effigy of
Oliver Cromwell lying in state; men standing and sounding with trumpets
over his image, after he was dead. At this my spirit was greatly grieved,
and the Lord, I found, was highly offended.
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Major-General William Goffe, whom some had been considering as a possible successor to Oliver Cromwell, 
instead witnessed the Protector’s appointment of his son Richard Cromwell as his successor. He would support 
the son during his brief tenure of power and would advise him to use military force to resist Fleetwood and 
Desborough.

Richard Cromwell was forced by the army to resign, and the “Rump” Parliament was restored. Sir Henry Vane 
returned to the House of Commons, when he became the leader of the Republican party. The fall of Richard 
Cromwell’s government brought about Major-General William Goffe’s loss of influence.

Friend Samuel Shattuck and a number of other prominent New England members of the Religious Society of 
Friends were residing in London, in exile from their homes on this side of the pond.

Friend William Edmundson and a group of Quakers settled in the vicinity of Mountmellick in county Laois in 
Ireland. The other Friends were:

William Archer
William Barcrof (circa 1612-1696)
Thomas Beale
Evan Bevan
Rodger Boswel (died in 1666)
Godfrey Cantrel (died in 1686)
William Capton (died in 1672)
John Chandler
John Edmundson
John Gee
John Goodbody
Nicholas Gribbell (circa 1641-1728)
John Hug
Richard Jackson (1643-1697)
William Moon (died in 1659)
William Neale

1659
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William Parker
John Pim (1641-1718)
Tobias Pladwell
John Savage
Richard Scot (1625-1707)
Thomas Stalker
Thomas Stevenson
John Thompson (died in 1695)
William Walpole (died in 1691)
Robert Wardel

With the Convention Parliament restoring King Charles II to the throne of England and the royal court 
returning to London from exile in Paris, the religious freedom of Puritans such as the Reverend David 
Clarkson would be beginning to be restricted, by means of what was known as the Clarendon code. At the 
restoration of the Stuarts, the Puritan leaders Major-General William Goffe and his father-in-law Lieutenant-
General Edward Whalley, having signed the death warrant of Charles I and being thus “regicides,” fled for 
their lives to Vevay, on the borders of the Lake of Geneva, but being in danger of capture they fled on, escorted 
by Daniel Gookin, to America, winding up for a brief period under Gookin’s protection in Cambridge in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony and then for a longer period in New Haven CT.10

1660

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: I have occasional visits in the long winter evenings, when
the snow falls fast and the wind howls in the wood, from an old
settler and original proprietor, who is reported to have dug
Walden Pond, and stoned it, and fringed it with pine woods; who
tells me stories of old time and of new eternity; and between us
we manage to pass a cheerful evening with social mirth and
pleasant views of things, even without apples or cider, –a most
wise and humorous friend, whom I love much, who keeps himself more
secret than ever did Goffe or Whalley; and though he is thought
to be dead, none can show where he is buried. An elderly dame,
too, dwells in my neighborhood, invisible to most persons, in
whose odorous herb garden I love to stroll sometimes, gathering
simples and listening to her fables; for she has a genius of
unequalled fertility, and her memory runs back farther than
mythology, and she can tell me the original of every fable, and
on what fact every one is founded, for the incidents occurred when
she was young. A ruddy and lusty old dame, who delights in all
weathers and seasons, and is likely to outlive all her children
yet.

MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM GOFFE

LT.-GENERAL EDWARD WHALLEY
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Gookin would serve Cambridge as Selectman from 1660 to 1672. A “King’s Commission” would report to 
London that he had been less than cooperative in their inquiry as to the whereabouts of the two regicides — in 
that he had declined to deliver up some cattle they were supposing to be the property of this pair.

10. For more on the regicides, consult Alexander Winston’s “The Hunt for the Regicides” in the anthology A SENSE OF HISTORY 
(NY: American Heritage, 1985, pages 60-71). Sometimes it is good for us to practice being non-Eurocentric, therefore please take 
note that all the New England Puritans were regicides, the king they murdered being one they were terming King Phillip, who was 
otherwise known as Metacom or Metacomet. After they shot him in the back while he was trying to flee through a swamp practically 
naked, they quartered his body and hung the quarters in a tree, and took off his crippled hand for exhibition in local saloons, and 
took off his head to stick upon a pole in their capital town. Here’s a parallel that those of us who find this sort of thing interesting 
will find interesting: A number of years later, presumably after the skull of Metacomet had been pretty well cleaned off and had 
stopped stinking, a Puritan reverend reached up and pulled off this American king’s lower jaw, and took it home to his family as a 
souvenir. Meanwhile, in England, an aristocratic family was being discovered to have in its possession a salt-cellar made from a 
human neck vertebra neatly sliced through — and so the Queen of England had this grisly object confiscated, and interred it with her 
ancestor Charles I.
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May 29: Charles II came back, riding on a wave of revulsion against the “immense and boundless liberty” of 1659. For 
the Quakers of the realm this year of the return of kingship would prove disastrous.

John Evelyn’s diary entry for this day was in part as follows:

Abraham Cowley contributed “Upon the Blessed Restoration and Return of His Sacred Majesty Charles the 
Second.”

John Birkenhead had been imprisoned several times during the Commonwealth for his Cavalier royalist 
loyalty and the incisiveness of his published comments about the vagaries of the Roundhead Parliamentarians. 
With the Restoration, the ultimate triumph of the Royalists under Charles II, he would be rewarded for his 
loyalty to the monarchy by being made licenser of the press and joint editor, with Henry Muddiman, of the 
new official gazette MERCURIUS PUBLICUS, ....

THIS DAY IN PEPYS’S DIARY

John Evelyn’s Diary

This day came in his Majestie Charles the 2d to London after a sad, & long Exile, and Calamitous Suffering both of the 
King and Church: being 17 yeares: This was also his Birthday, and with a Triumph of above 20000 horse and foote, 
brandishing their swords and shouting with unexpressable joy: The wayes straw’d with flowers, the bells ringing, the 
streetes hung with Tapissry, fountaines running with wine: The Major, Aldermen, all the Companies in their liver[ie]s, 
Chaines of Gold, banners; Lords & nobles, Cloth of Silver, gold and vellvet every body clad in, the windos and balconies 
all set with Ladys, Trumpets, Musick, & [myriads] of people flocking the streetes & was as far as Rochester, so as they 
were 7 houres in passing the Citty, even from 2 in the afternoone ’til nine at night:

I stood in the strand, & beheld it, & blessed God: And all this without one drop of bloud, & by that very army, which 
rebell’d against him: But it was the Lords doing, et mirabile in oculis nostris: for such a Restauration was never seene in 
the mention of any history, antient or modern, since the returne of the Babylonian Captivity, nor so joyfull a day, & so 
bright, ever seene in this nation: this hapning when to expect or effect it, was past all humane policy.
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July 27: At the Restoration of the English monarchy, the 59 signers of King Charles I’s death warrant had been 
excepted from the general pardon granted by the Act of Indemnity. At that time 41 of the 59 remained alive. 
Nine of those who had signed the death warrant and four others closely connected with the trial would be 
hanged, while six, deemed less politically dangerous, would be sent to prison with life terms — although some 
of these six would later be reprieved. Fifteen of them would flee: Major-General William Goffe, his father-in-
law Lieutenant-General Edward Whalley, and John Dixwell via Vevay in Switzerland to New England; several 
to Germany and Holland; and Edmund Ludlow and four others remained in Switzerland. Some of these men 
who fled abroad would eventually be able to convince King Charles II that they had had little to do with his 
father’s trial and that they were loyal to the monarchy, and would obtain reprieves. It was on this day that Goff 
arrived at Boston. His wife Frances Whalley Goffe and his three children Elizabeth Goffe, Ann Goffe, and 
Frances (or Frederic?) Goffe had of course remained in England. He would remain a short time at Cambridge.

October 11, Thursday: John Evelyn’s diary entry for this day was in part as follows:11

1660, May: Charles II restored to the throne of England; Goffe and Whalley take ship for Boston, Mass Bay Colony. 
(Welles, LA; History of the Regicides in New England (1927) pp 23-24.)

February: Major-General William Goffe fled from Cambridge to New Haven CT, which he would reach on March 7, 
1661 in company with Lieutenant-General Edward Whalley, with whose daughter Frances Whalley he had 
been married in England (obviously, so they would not be tortured and executed with him if he was caught, 
the wife and children could not be in the company of the regicide husband and father). The two sought out 
New Haven, Connecticut because John Dixwell, also condemned as a regicide, was living there under an 
assumed name. They were housed by the Reverend John Davenport. 

1661, Feb 26; Goffe and Whalley leave Boston for New Haven, Conn and reside with Rev. John Davenport and others. 
(Welles, LA; History of the Regicides in New England (1927) pp31). Aug 19th they moved to Micah 
Thomkin’s house and resided with him for two years. (Ibid pp 58).

11. During this month Thomas Harrison was executed for having signed in January 1649 the death warrant of King Charles I. 
(Governor John Winthrop mentioned this regicide a couple of times in his Journal and Philip F. Gura, on page 82 of A GLIMPSE OF 
SION’S GLORY, quotes from his correspondence to the Governor. The Reverend Roger Williams had met Harrison while visiting 
England in the mid-1650s.)

1661

John Evelyn’s Diary

I went to Lond[on] to be sworn a Commissioner of the Sewers; & this day were those barbarous Regicides, who sat on the 
life of our late King, brought to their Tryal in the old baily, by a Commission of Oyer & terminer: I return’d at night.

THIS DAY IN PEPYS’S DIARY
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March 7: Major-General William Goffe, regicide, in company with his father-in-law Lieutenant-General Edward 
Whalley, arrived in New Haven, Connecticut — in the vicinity of which the two fugitives from monarchy 
would be living in concealment for some years.

October: With the execution of the regicides at Charing Cross, the English Revolution was definitively over. Friend 
George Fox was in the process of abandoning his earlier view that it was necessary under some circumstances 
to use violence to achieve justice, in favor of an appreciation of the fact that everything which one may hope 
to produce by such means is always already unjust.

May: The Royal order for the arrest of Major-General William Goffe and Lieutenant-General Edward Whalley 
reached Boston, and was sent by the Governor to William Leete, Governor of the New Haven CT Colony, 
residing at Guilford. Leete delayed the King’s messengers, allowing Goffe and Whalley, regicides, to 
disappear, ostensibly heading in the general direction of New York.

1664
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1664. Oct 13: Goffe and Whalley left New Haven and traveled to Hadley, Mass. where they resided with Rev. John 
Russell. (Ibid pp 74; Stiles, Ezra; History of Three of the Judges of King Charles ! (1794) pp 26 ; Welles, LA; 
History of the Regicides in New England (1927) pp 74).

Summer: After a reward was offered for their arrest, Major-General William Goffe and Lieutenant-General Edward 
Whalley, regicides, pretended to flee to New York, but instead returned by a roundabout way to New Haven 
CT. There they spent much of the summer camping out in Judges’ Cave at West Rock.

October: Major-General William Goffe and Lieutenant-General Edward Whalley, regicides who had been living in 
secrecy camped out in Judges’ Cave at West Rock overlooking New Haven CT, were taken in and sheltered 
by the Reverend John Russell of Hadley MA. Soon John Dixwell AKA “James Davids” of New Haven, 
Connecticut, another regicide, would visit them there. Goffe would outlive his father-in-law Whalley by some 
years.

1665, Feb.: Goffe and Whalley visited for six weeks in Hadley by the regicide, Col John Dixwell (Welles, LA; History 
of the Regicides in New England (1927) pp 75).

1671-Apr 1678; William Goffe continues his correspondence from Hadley with his wife, Frances Goffe, in England, 
and with others, some twelve letters surviving, William’s and Frances’s letters attesting to the deep and sincere 
love for each other that nothing could diminish. (Coll Mass Hist. Soc. (1868) 4th ser. Vol viii pp 122-225)
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It was in about this year that the regicide Edward Whalley died in hiding in the Connecticut River valley, in 
the district known as “the Hadley MA honey-pot,” inside the ox-box of the Connecticut River near present-
day Northampton, in the house of Mr. Russell the minister, and was buried in a tomb just without the house’s 
cellar wall. His son-in-law Major-General William Goffe, also involved in the execution of Charles I in 1649, 
survived to hide on after him alone.

Refer to Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The Gray Champion” (TWICE-TOLD TALES, 1837, 1851), in which Goffe 
makes an appearance:

1675

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: I have occasional visits in the long winter evenings, when
the snow falls fast and the wind howls in the wood, from an old
settler and original proprietor, who is reported to have dug
Walden Pond, and stoned it, and fringed it with pine woods; who
tells me stories of old time and of new eternity; and between us
we manage to pass a cheerful evening with social mirth and
pleasant views of things, even without apples or cider, –a most
wise and humorous friend, whom I love much, who keeps himself more
secret than ever did Goffe or Whalley; and though he is thought
to be dead, none can show where he is buried. An elderly dame,
too, dwells in my neighborhood, invisible to most persons, in
whose odorous herb garden I love to stroll sometimes, gathering
simples and listening to her fables; for she has a genius of
unequalled fertility, and her memory runs back farther than
mythology, and she can tell me the original of every fable, and
on what fact every one is founded, for the incidents occurred when
she was young. A ruddy and lusty old dame, who delights in all
weathers and seasons, and is likely to outlive all her children
yet.

MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM GOFFE

LT.-GENERAL EDWARD WHALLEY
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1674-5; Edward Whalley dies; Hadley attacked by Indians and Goffe rallies the citizens in defending their town. 
(Thomas Hutchinson Papers (1865) vol 2 pp 188-9; Judd. S. History of Hadley (1905) pp 138).

1676, July; Goffe leaves Hadley and travels to Hartford and lives with Thomas Bull. (Welles, L. History of the 
Regicides in New England (1927) pp 98).

1676
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June 12, day: An American attack on Hadley MA was repelled by the soldiers of Connecticut colony.

The Angel of Hadley

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 53

WILLIAM GOFFE EDWARD WHALLEY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN WALDEN

John Evelyn’s diary entry for this day was in part as follows:

I went to Sir Tho[mas] Bonds new & fine house by Pecham, the place is on a flat, yet has a fine 
Garden, & prospect thro the meadows towards Lond[on].

November 1: The Connecticut colony observed this day as a special day of Thanksgiving.

1678, Goffe recognized in Hartford and nearly arrested but escapes. (Welles pp 101-102; Proc Mass Hist Soc. (1856) 
Vol III, Ser I, pp 60-63.).

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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1679-80; Goffe simply disappears and no reliable record of his fate or whereabouts is ever found. It is presumed by 
some that he died, however many rumors of his whereabouts surface and persist. (Whalley, S. English Record 
of the Whalley Family (1901) pp 76-79; Dwight, Timothy; Travels in New England and New York (1822) Vol 
I pp 256; Stiles, Ezra:History of the Three Judges (1794) Chap IV; Proc Mass Hist Soc (1879-80) Vol XVII, 
Ser I, pp 55-56).

William Goffe, regicide who had been living in secrecy for some years in the home of the Reverend John 
Russell of Hadley MA in the district known as “the Hadley honey-pot,” inside the ox-box of the Connecticut 
River near present-day Northampton, died at about this point after outliving his father-in-law Edward Whalley 
by some four years. At the neck of the ox-bow had lived a pastor Russell who helped them. Refer to Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s “The Gray Champion” (TWICE-TOLD TALES, 1837, 1851), in which Goffe makes an appearance:

1679

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: I have occasional visits in the long winter evenings, when
the snow falls fast and the wind howls in the wood, from an old
settler and original proprietor, who is reported to have dug
Walden Pond, and stoned it, and fringed it with pine woods; who
tells me stories of old time and of new eternity; and between us
we manage to pass a cheerful evening with social mirth and
pleasant views of things, even without apples or cider, –a most
wise and humorous friend, whom I love much, who keeps himself more
secret than ever did Goffe or Whalley; and though he is thought
to be dead, none can show where he is buried. An elderly dame,
too, dwells in my neighborhood, invisible to most persons, in
whose odorous herb garden I love to stroll sometimes, gathering
simples and listening to her fables; for she has a genius of
unequalled fertility, and her memory runs back farther than
mythology, and she can tell me the original of every fable, and
on what fact every one is founded, for the incidents occurred when
she was young. A ruddy and lusty old dame, who delights in all
weathers and seasons, and is likely to outlive all her children
yet.

MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM GOFFE

LT.-GENERAL EDWARD WHALLEY
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The corpses of the two fugitives have since been located in an unmarked grave close to the foundation of the 
Reverend John Russell’s house.

The Angel of Hadley
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In what would become Windham NH, a mystery man named John Cates or Kates, who had been around New 
England at least since 1686, built the first house. There has been a report that he had come to New England 
from Virginia, and it was considered possible that he had been the passenger from London who appeared under 
that name in the manifest of the ship Safety as of 1635. He withdrew from society, living for some time as a 
hermit in a cave there near Windsor. There has been the idle speculation that he was one of the regicides, hiding 
out, but that seems implausible. The Boston genealogist James Savage has suggested that perhaps John Cates 
had been merely a “misanthropic humorist, perhaps had been a buccaneer, and thought seclusion his safest 
course.” We know now that he had not always been an isolate, as it would be discovered upon his death on 
July 16, 1697 that in his will, filed on May 5, 1696, he mentioned offspring in England. In this will he donated 
land for a community school, and for the poor of Windham, and money to the church. The popular tale that he 
what he had donated to the church was plate is not accurate.

1689
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In roughly this timeperiod, a hermit of Braintree MA, called “Tom Revel,” was being rumored to be a regicide, 
or holy hermit gone crazy. He lived with a pig, in a habitation that seemed to other residents of the area like a 
pigsty. Whitney’s HISTORY OF QUINCY offered the tale that, when the man died, the Governor of the Province 
and other distinguished men came out from Boston and served as his pall-bearers. Several facts point to this 
being sheer fantasy: we know of no regicide of this name, we know that government officials could not have 
shown such public honor to a regicide, and we know that they would have been unwilling to show such public 
honor to a simple hermit.

March 18: The regicide John Dixwell died in New Haven CT under the name James Davids. He had been married 
there, and left children.
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March 28: The servant Robert-François Damiens had made the mistake on January 5, 1757 of failing to kill the French 
king Louis XV. While tens of thousands of commoners crowded the square in Paris, he was to be slowly 
tortured, and was to be torn to pieces by teams of horses, whereupon his hopefully-still-conscious torso and 
head were to be tossed upon a bonfire. “Executions are intended to draw spectators,” explained Samuel 
Johnson. “If they do not draw spectators, they do not answer their purpose.” Aristocrats by the dozens had 
rented rooms overlooking the Place de Grève, in which they could best observe the torture and mutilation. This 
was considered a patriotic and religious observance. Included among the renters was 42-year-old would-be 
aristocrat Giovanni Jacopo (or Giacomo Girolamo) Casanova, who was trying to impress his 17-year-old 
fiancée and her family. His party included not only her wealthy devout guardian (who happened to be 
plumpish, sour-faced, and in her sixties), but also a prostitute who was posing as a “niece of the pope” and a 
handsome but penniless young Italian, Tiretta, who was relying on his charm. (Despite the briefness of his stay 
in Paris the youth who as yet had learned no French had acquired a nickname, “Monsieur Six Times.”) We 
understand that the women stood in the front row at the only window, bending far forward, resting their elbows 
on the window sill, so the men standing behind might also view the proceedings. The party lasted for four 

1757
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hours as refreshments were served and the aristocrats engaged in small talk set against the prisoner’s screams.

When the French official torturers had Damiens chained to a strong wooden table, they placed the knife with 
which the would-be regicide had attempted to kill the monarch again into his right hand, and then proceeded 
to char it slowly to the bone in a sulphurous fire. Melted lead, boiling oil, burning pitch, and melted wax and 
sulfur were thrown on his breasts, arms, thighs, and legs. They also were gouging various parts of his body, 
heating their pincers red-hot in a charcoal forge. They wound long leather straps up the length of his arms and 
his legs and attached these straps to cart horses. The horses, whipped, tugged Damiens in various directions, 
but he was such an extremely muscular and fit man that his arms and legs simply were not to be yanked off. 
This went on for more than an hour with Damiens uttering his screams and the horses being lashed.

“My God, give me strength, give me strength. 
Lord, my God, have pity on me. 
Lord, my God, I am suffering so much. 
Lord, my God, give me patience.”

Even when the torturers had brought in a couple of additional cart horses, the limbs failed to separate. 
Casanova’s memoirs insist that never once did the women turn their heads, although at one point he himself 
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had been forced to turn his eyes from the horror of the scene — and saw that his young Italian friend had raised 
the voluminous skirts and petticoats of the old duenna and was having at her (upper-class women of that period 
were wearing petticoats rather than the sort of snug between-the-legs panties we now favor — Peter the Great 
had remarked a half century earlier, when a woman stumbled in front of his carriage, “The gates of Paradise 
are open.”). For the following two hours Casanova studied the frozen face of the old lady, her lips pursed and 
her teeth clenched, as the faint rocking motion went on and on. Casanova was marveling that the man was able 
to maintain his erection for such a great length of time. There was a little conference in the square, and after 
the king was consulted and had given his consent, the torturers slashed a few of the muscles and tendons of 
Damiens’s legs. With another hour and a half of lashing and the horses straining into their harnesses under the 
lash, they managed to get one leg off. Then the other leg came off as well. When the torturers slashed a 
shoulder an arm came off, Damiens screaming throughout this process. At the window, Tiretta was bobbing 
away behind the old woman. When the last of the limbs came off, the little party left in a carriage. (This Place 
de Grève eventually would be replaced as the main execution spot by a square which would receive a new 
name, the Place de la Revolution. There, Louis XVI would be guillotined and once again many such small 
parties would be taking place in rooms overlooking the square — but this time attended by commoners.) The 
old duenna, when she stepped down from the carriage, said “Au Revoir” to everyone else but ignored Tiretta. 
Over dinner that evening, during the guy talk, the young man claimed to have been able to ejaculate four times.
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The Reverend Ezra Stiles’s HISTORY OF THREE OF THE JUDGES OF CHARLES I, WHALLEY, GOFFE, DIXWELL 
was printed at Hartford, Connecticut.

The author was painted by Reuben Mouththrop. This is a copy of that painting, done in about 1812:

1794
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 Sir Walter Scott’s THE PIRATE.

He accessed the tradition that William Goffe headed the citizens of Hadley, Massachusetts in repelling an 
attack by Native Americans in his PEVERIL OF THE PEAK.

1822

PIRATES

REGICIDE
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  James Fenimore Cooper set his THE WEPT OF WISH-TON-WISH in the period of “King Phillip’s War”.

In this book he accessed the tradition that William Goffe had headed the citizens of Hadley, Massachusetts in 
repelling an attack by Native Americans.

1827

METACOM

REGICIDE
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His THE RED ROVER also appeared during this year:
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 March 6: Nathaniel Hawthorne’s TWICE-TOLD TALES (1st Series), a collection of eighteen of his stories that 
had previously appeared in periodicals, publication of which had been underwritten without his knowledge by 
his friend Horatio Bridge,12 received a laudatory review by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in the North 
American Review. The tradition that William Goffe headed the citizens of Hadley, Massachusetts in repelling 
an attack by Native Americans was used by Hawthorne in “The Gray Champion.”

Publication of “The Man of Adamant.”

Miss Elizabeth Palmer Peabody, friend of Waldo Emerson and, later, publisher of The Dial, visited Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s sister — whom she initially supposed to have been the one who had written TWICE-TOLD TALES.

March 4, Wednesday: The picturesque ox-bow of the Connecticut River was breached in a flood, and the peninsula on 
the east bank known as “the Hadley honey-pot,” that once had sheltered the regicides Major-General William 
Goffe and Lieutenant-General Edward Whalley, became first an island and eventually an irregular peninsula 
of the west bank at the confluence of the Mill River with the Connecticut (driving by there on the interstate, 
look for the “Oxbow Marina”). The local newspaper, the Hampshire Gazette, reported:

The prospect from the summit of Mt. Holyoke will also
be marred, for this graceful turn of the river afforded
one of the most delightful scenes which met the eye,

1837

12. Horatio Bridge had guaranteed to Hawthorne’s publisher the $250.00 this publisher needed to ensure TWICE-TOLD TALES against 
publishing loss.

1840

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 67

WILLIAM GOFFE EDWARD WHALLEY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN WALDEN

at that distinguished place of public report.
NORTHAMPTON MA
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Here’s what had happened. As a first-order approximation, the meanders of rivers gradually enlarge 
themselves until eventually they eat through their necks. This is a natural and indeed inevitable process, 
named after the Meander River in present-day Turkey. Secondly, however, all the intrinsic activities of 
civilization are such as to heighten flooding, due to forest removal, field plowing, paving, placement of 
obstructions such as bridges in riverbeds, construction of levees along the banks of floodplains, etc., 
while none of these activities of civilization seem to be such as to lessen such flooding in any way. In this 
situation, the level of the river had been raised artificially at the Ox-Bow by the presence of detrius from 
upstream bridges, washed away in the previous days of the flood. Also, when the waters of the river inundated 
the fields of the river bank they flowed along the furrows of a plowed field13 at a place where the neck was 
all of 25 rods wide, rather than at the narrowest point of the neck. As soon as the river had cut a new more 
direct channel, the jam of ice and of bridge spans in the bow was avoided and the level of the river fell some 
six to eight feet.

In this same year a steel engraving of the previous view of the oxbow from Mount Holyoke was being 
published in England, with no indication that this depicted beautiful curve was simply no longer in existence:

13. Henry Thoreau’s considered opinion in regard to the plow was that it was a more fatal weapon than the rifle. This was not, we 
may now have occasion to consider, mere hyperbole, but here, for point in contrast, is the Brunswick, which was at that time in use 
by the British Army:
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images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: May 26, 2013

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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