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NEGOTIATIONS

BETWEEN

NEW ENGLAND AND CANADA,
1648-51.

•••
I .

• ARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE, MADE FOR THE ABNAQUIOIS MISSION, AND IN.
FOllUTION ACQUIRED OF NEW ENGLAND AND THE D1SPO,.;ITIONS 0'
THE MAGISTRATES OF THAT REPUBLIC, FOR ASSISTANCE AGAINST THE
IROQUOIS. THE WHOLE BY ME, GABRIEL DRUILLETES, OF THE SOCIETl
OF JESUS,·

I left Quebec for that miss1on, the fi1'8t of September, by
order of my Superior, and with ,a paBSport and permit of
Monsieur d'Ailleboust, Lieutenant-General for the King and
Governor in the whole River St. La.wrence, accompanied by

• Gabriel Druilletes 'Wu born in France in the year 1693. lIaving en­
tered the Society of Jeane, he solicited a Foreign Miaaion, and 'WWI, after
IDI&ny yean!, sent in 16.3 to Canada. He embarked at Rochelle, on the 8th
of May, with Garreau and Chabanel, both of whom lost their Iivee amid their
Apostolic labore. Druilletea wu immediately destined to the Algonqnina,
and applied to the study of that wide-epread language. His labore began as
lOOn as he WWI able to make himeelf understood, and in 1644 he wintered
'With a party of 'Wandering Indiana.

The tonnent caused by the smoke of an Indian Cabin, 'WWI such WI to
surpase endurance, and the vivid description of Father Lejeune in the Rela·
tion of 1634, shows how much the herOiC Millllionariee suffered to win their
neophytes to Christ. Father Druilletee 'Was more severely tried than any of
his predeceeeore j his eyesight gradually failed, and. he became at last en­
tirely blind. Hundreda of leagues of snow and ice, of mountain and forest,
cut him off from the French poeta, and the well-meant but clumsy attempts
of the Indiana to restore his sight, made hie blindnees incurable. He was
DOW led about by a child, and they even proposed tyintr him on a sledge and
dragging him to Quebec. He laughed at this, and advued a recourse to God
by prayer. .All in the vicinity were invited to _mble for the purpose;
by their help he arranged hie chapel furniture, and began a votive Maee in
honor of the Bleesed Virgin, which frequent repetition had 80 indelibly im­
printed on his mind, that he needed DO mieeal. .As he proceeded with the
Hol.y Sacrifice, hie neophytes prayed with fervor, and whell after the Conse­
cration he elevated the Sacred Host, his eyee were opened and he 88"11' what
he had adored in darkn_. From that moment hia eyesight never dimmed
,.mid the smoke of the lodglll, where he paeeed many a dreary winter.
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Noel Negabamat, Chief of Siliery, bearing moreover a letter
of credit to speak on behalf of said Sieur d'Ailleboust to the
Governors and Magistrates of said Country.

I arrived at Nluantsouat (Norridgewock), which is the
highest town ofthe Abnaquiois Indians, on the River Kene­
bee, fifteen or sixteen leagues from the highest English set­
tlement on that river, which is sixteen leagues from the
month.

I arrived on St. Michael's eve, at this highest English
This :wondcrful cure, which he ucribed to the faith of his neophytes,

filled him with new eourage and confidence in the protection of the Almighty.
After apending the next year at Sillery, he was, as we have seen, aent to

winter with the Abnakis. He eet out on the 29th of August, 1646, and after
mft'ering much privation and hardship, recompenaed by an abundant apirit­
ual harvest, returned on the 16th of June, 1647, and a few days after, a
stranger to repose, aet out as chaplain to a party marching against the Ira­
lJ.uoia Indeed, till his return to the Abnakis in 16/lO, as gi.,en in the preaant
JOurnal, we find him conatauUy engaged in his laborions duties at 8iUel7,
with wandering parties on the upper St. Lawrence, or around TadoUMaC, m
~m08t daily peril of death by atarvation. At the latter place, he, in 1650,
first preached to the Oumamioukis, or people of Anticosti, and then proceeded
to tlae eountry of the Oupapinachiouk, who now, for the fiMlt time innted the
Miuionary to their villages. From September, 1650, to March, 1667, he was
conatantly with the Abnakis, except for a few days spent at Three Riven, in
June, 1651, and the time of hia embal8iea in New England; for he Wal aD. two
oacaaiona sent as ambuiador of the Frenoh, lint alone in 16:10, and the
NClOd time with the Sieur Godefroy, in 1651.

He was Superior at Three Rivera in 161111, but chosen the next leaP to
found the Ottawa Miaaion on Lake Superior, he set out with hi~ 01 fellow
voyager, Garreau; when that Miesiouary was killed at Montreal, Druilletee
was left. behind by the Ottawas. and returned for the laat time to his beloved
Abnakia, who had adopted him as a Chief.

In 1661, he set out with Father DablOll for the Kristineaux Miaaion, and
leaving Tadousaac in June, ascended the Saguenay to the River Nekouba and
Lake st. John. 'J1le approach of the Mohawo prevented his further progr-.
and after renewing the faith of his seattered 1100k, he returned to TadoUMac,
where we find him aent again, year after year, carrying the CTOIII through
all the neighboring country.

In 1666, he was at Three Rivers, instMlcting the celebrated Marquette in
Montagnais, but both were 80Qn to labor ou the Western Lakes.

In 1669, unleaa the manuscript of Perrot ern, he was at Sault Ste. Marie,
on Lake Snperior, and' the latest relations ten years later, speak of him AI
still laboring there, though broken with age and toil He was, however,
near th6,cl08e of his long and useful career. Returning to Quebec, he died
there on the 8th of April, 1681, universally regretted and revered as a Saint.
Few. indeed, of the Apostles of Canada, were more frequently invoked.
.. The fact is," says Charlevoix, o. no Mi88ionary then labored with more fruit
in Canada, because Heaven had made him powerful alike in work and word."
and he, like many others. relates wonderful interpoeitiona of Divine Power,
ucribed to the intereat of Druilletes' prayers.

The BOurces for his life are the RelatioDs, printed and manuscript, the
Journal of the Superior, whioh fixes the year of this Journal and many im­
portant dates, the present narrative, and for his death, a letter in the collec­
tion of Paria Documents at Boaton and CharleToUt.
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settlement, which both by English and Indians is called
Coussinoc, and the following day, the feast of him whom we
have chosen as patronand guide of our voyage, said Noel and
I spoke to the agent of the said settlement, accompanied by
the Abnaquiois, to whom we had spoken on the way. Noel,
speaking with his present, a bundle of beaver skins, said:
" The Governor of the River St. Lawrence, by the Father
who stands here to those of -your nation, and I 88 ally join
my word to his, not to speak to thee alone, but rather to
tell thee to embark my word, that is to say, my present to
carry it to the Governor of Plymouth." The said Agent
assured them that he would do with the said Governor and
Mid Magistrates, all that could be expected from a good
friend,. whereupon Noel and the Abnaquiois demanded that
I should go WIth him myself, to present the letters of the
said Sieur Governor, and explain his intentions according to
the letter of credit which he had, and to bear the word of
the Christians of Sillery 1;1 and the Catechumens of the River
Kennebec.

The agent, by name John Winslow, citizen Merchant of
the Colony of Plymouth, who is of a very good disposition,
as we shall say hereafter, answered: "I love and respect the
Patriarch." (This name is applied to me on this river, and
on all the Acadian Coast.t) " I will lodge him in my house,
and I will treat him 88 my own brJther, for I well know the
good that he does among you, and the life that he leads
there." This he said becauBe he had a particular zeal for
the conversion of the Indians, 88 well 88 his brother Edward
Winslow,4gent for said New England at the Parliament
of Old England, who is endeavoring to found a Society to
bring up and instruct the Indians, 88 is done with the char­
ity poor at London.t

The other particulars are in the letters which I wrote, as

• Smery Wllll an Algonquin-Montagnais Miesion, founded near Qnebec, by
the generosity of Noel Brulart de BiIfery, Knight of Malta, in 1642. It'waa
for many yeaJ'l! a mO!t flourishing lMlat or Indian progress, but war and diseue
.t laat reduced it, eo that the few lurviTOI'l removed with the Abnakis to the
River Chaudiere, and thence to St. Frencia.

t This name had been given to M_ire JOIU~ F1eche, the fiJ'l!t Priest on
the Acadian Collllt, who had come over with Potrincourt, prior to the arrival
of the Jeauit.a ulider Father Biart. wJw.e lett.lement in Maine was in 1618
deatroyed by Argal. The title Patriarch came in all probability from the
_en, &lid was their oommon term for a clergym&ll.

; This '\IVai the .. Corporation for proplliating the Gospel among the
Indi&lll," chartered by Act of Parliament, July 2'1, 1649, which namee WiJl»o
low among the fiI'IIt _ben.
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,

well to the said Governor at Quebec, as to my Superior on
the 15th of November. 0

I left Coussinoc (Augusta) by land, with the said agent,
inasmuch as the ve88el that was to carry us had some capae
of delay iu waiting for the Indians, and feared to be surprised
by the ice. ' We had, therefore, to KO ten leagues to embark
by sea at Marimitin (Merry meeting), which the Indians call
NaBBouac (Naxoat). This was a painful march, especially
to the agent, who is already somewhat in years, and who
assured me that he would never have undertaken it,. if he
had not given his word to Noel.

On the 25th we sailed, and by the way met, at Temer­
iskau (Damariscotta), some English fishermen, some of
whom grumbled at the said agent for bringing a }l'renchman
along the coast, who was a spy to help the French, who were
about to ravage their settlements.

Coutrary winds were the reason why we reached Kepam
(Cape Ann), which forms the Cape of the great Bay of Bos­
ton, only on the 5th of December. They also forced us to
go partly by laud aud partly by boat, to pass across the
great Bay to Charleston (sic), where we crossed the river
which separates it from Boston, at which place we arrived on
the 8th. The chief men of Charleston, learning that I came
on behalf of the said Sieur Governor, hastened to notify Ma­
jor General Gebin (Gibbons), to be at his office on my ar­
rival.

The agent, John Winslow (whom I hereafter call my
Pereira,t on account of the affection whieh he has alwaYI!J
shown me), having made his report to the said Sieur Gebin
on the object of my voyage, he received me as a real am­
bassador from said Sieur Governor, and gave me the key of
a room in his house, where I might in all liberty pray and
perform the exercis~s of my religion, and he besought me to
take no other lodgings while I remained at Boston.

The next day, the 8th, the said Sieur Gebin, accompanied
by --, took me to --, fr-om Boston to a village called
Rogsbray (Roxbury), where Sieur Dudley, Governor of B0s­
ton, was at the time. I presented him my letter of credit

* Unfortunately none of these papers, referred to, have been found.
t An allusion to Pereira, a Portuguese merchant, the devoted friend of

Bt. Francis Xavier, the Apostle of the Indies. It may be that Winslow had
called Druilletes his Xavier, and that the Missionary, in turn, gave him that
of Pereira.
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from Mid Sieur Governor. Having opened it, he commanded
an interpreter to translate it from French into English.

I told him that I came to speak on behalf of Noel and
the Christians of Sillery, as also of the Catechumens of' the
Abnaquiois who ha.d made me their ambassador to him. He
a!J8igned me, as the day of audien~, the following Tuesday,
December 13th, giving orders. to notify the magistrates to
repair to Boston on that day.

On the 13th the Mid Governor of Boston and the magis­
trates invited me to dinner, and after it gave me audience.
Besides the magistrates and the secretary, there was present
one man, as deputy of the people, whom they call represent­
.ative.

I was particularly urgent on behalf of the Abnaquioie,
who had been killed by the Iroquois (this is in the letter writ­
ten to Father Lejeune, in Article 8), after which I was told to
withdraw, and BOOn after invited to supper, after which they
gave me the answer which is in the other letter in the afore-
Baid article. .

In consequence of the character I had assumed of ambas­
sador of my Catechumens of the Kenebec, they told me that
Boston had no interest in it, that I must apply to Plymouth.

I left Boston on the 21st of said month of December, for
Plimouth, where I arrived the next day with my said (Pereira)
who lodged me with one of the five farmerso of Cou88inoc,
named Pa.dis (Pa.ddy). The Governor of the place, by name
John Brentford (W. Bradford), received me with courtesy and
appointed the next day for audience, and then invited me to
a dinneroffish,which he prepared on my account, learning that
it was Friday. I met with mooh favor at this settlement, for
the Farmers, and among others Capt. Thomas Willets spoke
to the Governor on behalfof my negotiation, and then we ha.d
the discussions which are contained in the letter in Article -

I left on the 24th, and returned. by land to Boston, ac­
companied by the son and nephew of my said Pereira who
paid all my expenses. On the way I reached Rogsbray,
where the Mi.n.ister named Master Heliot, who was instructing
some Indians, received me in his house, as night had sur­
prised. me. He treated me with respect and affection, and
invited me to pass the winter with him,f

• Merchants who farmed the trade.-Bu W"1l1~,MaiM, 1, 366.
t TWa friendly oounecuon of the two eminent louden of the Catholie
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The next day, the 29th, I arrived at Boston, and pro­
ceeded to Major GeD. Guebin's.

The 30th of said month I spoke to Mr. Ebeny (Ellery),
one of the magistrates, who declared that he W88 very glad that
the Governor of Plymouth was willing to give the aid against
the Iroquois, saying th\t it was very reasonable to help
fellow Christians, though of another religion, and particularly
against a pagan persecutor of Christians. He presented me
the answer of the Governor and magistrates of Boston to
that of the Governor.

The last day of said month I returned to Bogabray to ask
said Governor Dudley to insert in the letter &II8tl1'&DC6 for
the paS!!8ge of the French, who would wish to go by B0s­
ton against the Iroquois. Grasping my hand, he said:
" Assure your Governor that we will be his good friends and
Ilervants, whatever war may occur between the crowns. I am
very glad that the Governor of Plymouth is disposed to
&fford the aid you desire against the Iroquois. I will aid
him with all my power."

The 1st of January I wrote the whole state of ai'airs to
Father Lejeune, by an English ship whioh sailed the 8th of
the same month, the said Mr. Guebins wrote to :Mr. de
Latour and addressed the whole to Rouen, to the Sieur Rosee.
I asked Father Lejeune to send an answer as well to Boston
as to our Governor, by the Gaspe &herman. The tenor it
in the letter in Article -.

I wrote also to Mr. Edward Winslow, at the salici.
tation of (my Pereira) his brother, begging him to write in
favor of our affair to the magistrates of New England.

Some time afte'r,I wrote to Mr. Wintrop, SOD of the late
Bieur Wintrop, heretofore governor of Boston, who is one of
the principal magistrates of the Colony of Kenetigout (Cou.
necticut),O avery good friend, from what they .y, of the
French and Indians.

The 3d of said month, I spoke with Blear Gebin, who
told me that he would do what he could for the aid against the
Iroquois, but that he believed the Boston people not much
inclined to it, but that he believed; that there would be JIOt.

and Puritan MiaaiODa amollg the NeW' Ji:nIland 1Ddiana, h.. hith~ -.peel
Dotice; and shows that though traditional }?reJodice bad led to a penal faw
against the Jesuits, in 16411, those intrepid mlSaloDanes won alike the admira­
tion aDd esteem of the aiern Pnritana of the Cout.

• The Eogliah doe1llDuta of the Ume ban Ccmiiaquit aDd 0ani&aq1lOl­
s.H~P....
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withstanding 8 means of humbling the Iroquois; perhaps he
founds his designs on a new di8covery which he has set on foot
near New Sweden.

The 5th the said Sieur Guebin conducted me to the port
and .commended me very particularly to Thomas Yau,
master of a vessel clearing for the Kenebec.

The 9th of said month bad weather stopped us at Mor­
bletz (Marblehead) where there is a quantity of people. The
minister, by' name William Walter, received me with great
affection, in company with him I went to Salem to speak to
the Sieur Indicott (Endecot), who speaks and understands
French well and is a good friend of the nation and very earnest
to have his children inherit this affection. Seeing that I had
no money, he defrayed my expenses and invited me to the
table of the magistrates, who for a week were giving audience
to every body.

At his request I left him in letter form, a proxy to act
efficaciously during the general court of Boston, which W&I

to be held on the 13th of May. He assured me that he would
do his best to bring the Boston colony to consen t to it. He
told me that it served as a rule for the others, and that the

.Governor of Plymouth hadjust ground to insist on obtaining·
this of' the colonies. On my departure he told me that he
had thoroughly read what I left in writing, on behalf of our
Governor and my Catechumens, and that he perfectly un­
derstood it; that he would dispatch a man to bring me a
letter at the Kennebec; that as soon as he could he would
tell me what he had done in the matter and had obtained
of the magistrates.

The 24th of January I arrived at Peakatig~et (Pi&­
cataqua), which is twenty leagues from Boston. Here I
learned in full the story of Captain Ki-, who, somewhere
about the month of July, took off Cape Breton, a French
fisherman, named EUe Cousturier de 10. Tremblade. The cap­
ture was estimated at 700 pistoles. Mr. Chapellier (Nicholas
Shapleigh)Vice-Govemorof Agamenticos (Yollk), which is two
leagues from Pesbtig8et, a8BW'ed me that all were indignant
at this capture, that Boston had tined him II hundred pisto1es,
and every sailor forty; in a word, that it was seen, that
Heaven itself declared against him ~ a violent north-east
wind having wrecked the vessel whioh he had used in sur­
prising this poor French Buguen.ot,in virtue of a commission
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which the Archduke Leopold gave him in the year forty.
IIeven, to the extent of fourteen thousand pistoleR.

Pierre Tibaud, a good Catholic, confirmed all this story,
as an eye-witness. Seeing this vessel, on which he was a
lI&ilor, wrecked, he obtained of Master Thomas Yau leave to
come to Canada, about the month of May. He is a young
lI&ilor of St. Nazaire, on the river of Nantes, a good interpreter
for English, Flemish, Dutch, and Spanish, who can act. as
pilot for all the C08.8t from New England to Virginia.. I'
gave him my word that he would be received as a sailor at
Quebec at sixteen livrea a month, as he had been among the
English.

The 25th at Peskatigfset Thomas Yan, master of tile
bark that was taking me to Kenebec, of his own accord
asked me for a ~imple certificate of the peace and good nn­
derstanding between New England and New France, in order
to go about the month of April or May to Isle perelle with
thirty tons of Indian com besides other goods.

The 7th of Febmary at Tameriskau the fishermen
showed me much affection; they were the very ones who had
regarded me as a spy, when going to Boston.

The 8th of Febmary I came to the river Kenebec, where
I continue my intermpted mission. All the English who
are on tllis river have received me with great marks of
affection.

The l~th of April, Mr. John Winslow, my tme (pereira),
returned from Plimouth and Boston to K~ssinoc, assures me
that all the magistrates and the two commissioners of Pley­
m~th have given their word and resolved that they must
press the other colonies to join them against the Iroquois in
favor of the Abnaquiois, who are .under the protection of

, that colony of Pleym~th, which holds the seigniory of
K~ssinoc, and for its seignorial rights takes the sixth of what
arises from the trade. Besides this Mr. Brentford, the G0­
vernor, who is one of the five mel'chants or farmers who
furnish all that is necessary for the trade, had already, on
the 20th of March, sent Captain Thomas Wilhet (a man
much inclined to'the Abnaquiois, with whom he had formed
acquaintance at Kl:Sssinoc during several years), with lettenJ
pressing the aid against the Iroquois, to the Governors of
Harfort or KenetigMt, which is on the river of the Sok~ckiois,

fifty leagnes from Pleyml:Sth and of Nieuf Haven, or K~in­
Qpiers (QuinDipiac), which is ten leagues from Harfort, and



JOURIUL 01' AN ElIBAS8Y. 31'7

even to the Governor of Manate, to prevent his selling any
more arms to the Iroquois, and to speak to him positively so
that he will not only not oppose those who would attack the
Iroquois, but even assist the English in their design, in
pursuance of the Union into which he entered with New
England some years ago.

The Captain's orders are to be at Nieuf Haven or KMin­
opeia to solicit the Commissioners or Deputies of the four
colonies, who are to assemble there.

He adds that the common report at Boston, where he
had been ten or fifteen days, was that Mr. Indicott would be
Governor of that colony at the first General Court, which
would be held about the 17th of May.

The same and the letters of some persons at Boston,
assure me that the common opinion of the citizens of Boston
is that if the Republic will not undertake this· aid against
the Iroquois by public authority, individuals are ready as
volunteers for this expedition on the simple permission to
said request, as in favor of Mr. Guebins for Monsieur
Latour, some troops went against the late Mr. Daunay.

The 24th of April th~ Soktsckiois} Q arrive, bearing the
word of four town&-namely, of the 13okMckiois, the Pagamp­
tagtse, the Penagcsc (Pennacook), and the Mahingans
(Mohegans), situated on the river of Manate. They reply
to the proposition which I had made when speaking to them
last fall (Nov. 18th). The Abnaquiois joining me had
presented to the Sokl:Sckiois fifteen belts, and ten or twelve
bracelets of wampum (which may be estimated at seven or
eight packs of beaver), to say to them: "Do what Onontio
and Tektsirimaeth tell you."

The Sok~k.iois says that these four towns having held
Council during three months last winter, had resolved to
risk it ~lPllinst the Iroquois with Onontio (the French Gov­
ernor) and Noel, whether the English undertake the war
against the Iroquois or not, and when the Iroquois is ex­
terminated, against every other nation that shall make war
on Quebec.-

• 'nlis name enjoys, h1l:e most Indian namee, an admirable variety in point
of orthography. It must not, however, be confounded with the Souriquoie or
Micmacs, a different tribe. The Sokokiois are supposed by lOme to have left
their name to Saco; and Druilletee II11beequently calle the Connecticut their
river, as though they lay on it.. 'l1ley were certainly between the Abnakis
and the Mohawb.



318 JOURNAL OJ' AN BlIBAB8T.

2d. He adds that many other nations allied to them
• will accompany them in war, especially one called N~tchi­

huict, very numellOus and feared by the Iroquois. It lies
between the Mahiogans and Manate.

He offers Noel Tek~irimaet;h either now at once to wipe
away the blood of the Algonquins and SoklSCkiois, who have
been inadvertently killed, not recognizing each other, or to
wait. till after the death of the Iroquois to make the satis­
faction, which they are accustomed to make one another in
lIuch cases.

Re.ftectiOM on the h0pe8 given "" by the IndiafUl.

It is certain that all the Indian tribes in New England
hate the Iroquois, and fear that he will exterminate them
after t.he Hurons and Algonquins: he has already toma­
hawked several whom he met hunting beaver, and has never
made any satisfaction.

Moreover it is certain that the Sok~ckioi8 have been
closely allied to the Algonquins, and are very glad to deliver
themselves from the annual tributE\, of wampum, which the
Iroquois exacts, in order to avenge the death of many of
their countrymen killed by the said Iroquois.. Besides this
they hope for the beaver hunt near Quebec after the death
of the Iroquois.

Lastly, it is sure that the single nation of N~tchihaut,

which has arms, tlUffices at least to divert the Iroquois 80

well as to leave him no leisure to do us any injury of impor­
tance.

&jlections on what may be hoped from New England
against the Iroquois.

1st. I suppose as a certain fact that the English of the
four united colonies-namely, Boston, Pleym~th, KenetiglSt,
(Hartford), and K~inopeia (New Haven), have a very good
hand for exterminating Indian nations ; they have exter­
minated two" usque ad mingentem ad parietem."

They are so powerful in point of number that four
thousand men can be put on foot in the single cQlony of
Boston. There are at least forty thousand souls in these
four colonies, and then the road leading to the Iroquois is
short and easy.

2nd. I suppose the express article of their union (which
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enacts that without the consent of the Commissionaries or
Deputies of these four colonies, none of the colonies can un­
dertake any offensive war.; for this purpose the deputies
must aB86mble to deliberate thereon, and three colonies
must consent to the aid, eo as to carry it by plurality of
votes.

Now, this I think supposes that we have pretty good
hope of tbis aid by meaus of the English, because we have a
moral &8Burance that three of the four Colonies are for con­
senting to it.

II. The Governor ofPleymlSth with all the Magistrates,
not only consents, but preBBeS this affair in favor of the
Abnaquiois, who are under the protection of the colony of
Pleym~th.

The whole colony has no trifling interest in it, because
byits right of seigniory, it annually takes the sixth part of
all that arises from the trade on that river Quinebec. And
the Governor himself in particular, who, with four other of
the most considerable citizens, are, as it were, farmers of this
trade, would lose much, losing all hope of the commerce of
the Kennebec and Kebec, by means of the Abnaquiois,
which will BOOn infallibly happen if the Iroquois continues to
kill and hunt to death the said Abnaquiois, as he has done
for some years past.

The Governor has a strong precedent for obtaining this
aid, all the Colonies having undertaken a war in behalf of
an Indian nat,ion on the river of Picot (Pequot), called Mor­
thigander,o because the Colony of KenetiglSt, having said na­
cion under its protection, called on the other three Colonies
to undertake the war.

See more at length in the copy of the letter written to
the Rev. Father Lejeune, in Art.

What this Governor has answered, is to the point, and
then all assure me that this Governor's influence is all-
powerful. .

2nd. The Vice-Governor of Boston, named Mr. Indicott,
who is qow probably Governor, has pledged his word to do
all in his power to bring the Boston magistrates to consent
and uni~e with the Governor of Plyml:Sth. All the Boston
magistrates write that they will recommend it earnestly to
the deputies.

• The allusion here defies all our knowledge.
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Boston's interest is the hope of a good trade with Quebec, .
especially as that which it has with Virginia and. the isle of
Barbade and St. Christhopf is on the point of beillg destroyed
by the war excited by the Parliamentarians to exterminate
there the authority of the Governors who still hold for the
king of England.

This interest has made the Boston merchants say in
advance, that if the Republio makes any difficulty about
8f\nding troops the volunteers will be satisfied with a simple
permission for the expedition.

3d. The principal magistrate of the colony of Kenetig~t

named Mr. Wintrop, son of the late Mr. Wintrop, who first
wrote to Quebec about the trade, likes the French greatly,
and will probably do what he can for the aid, after the letter
which I wrote him praying him to finish what his father had
begun.

As for the Governor of K~inopeia, since all the world
protest he is a most reasonable tnan, there is some appear­
ance that if he does not urge the matter, he will at least not
hinder it, seeing it urged by Boston and PlymMth, the two
most considerable colonies, and, as it were, the rule of the
others. Besides this I have with Mr. John Winslow written
to Mr. Edward Winslow, the agent of these four colonies in
England, to induce him to write a word in favor of the
Indijln Christians and Catechumens, whom he tenderly
loves. A word from him is all powerful on the minds of the
deputies of these four colonies.

Lastly, what I have represented on behalf of the Gover­
nor of Quebec and the Christian Indians seems so urgent
that they can scarcely excuse their conduct if they do not
resolve to aid.

This is the whole at length. At least this favorable
disposition of the three colonies suffices to make us hope for
a permillsion for such volunteers as would like to strike a
blow, or at least letters of favor for the province of Mariland,
all composed of English Catholics, who are quite near the
Iroquois.
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I arrived here on the eighth of December, the feast of the
Conception i and not without a special Providence. The
Barque of my guide and governor, who is the Agent at
Kenebaka, named John Winlllow, was surprised by the ice,
and we were accordingly compelled to march about a hun­
dred le~O"11es, according to what they say, partly by land and
partly by water.

On the 9th, I was conducted by my introducer, and the
Major General of this place, Mr. Quebin, (GibboosO) (a
great friend of M. de laTour, and afterwards of the Gover­
nor of Kebec, when he heard that said M. de 10. Tour had
been well treated at Kebec,) to the house of Mr. Dutley,
(Dudley), Governor of all the Colony of Boston. He resides
half a league from here. I presented the letter of credit
from the Governor of Kebec, and solicited audience 8S am­
bassador and agent, not only in the name of the Governor,
aceording to the tenor of the letter, but also 00 behalf of the
Abnaqu6is Catechumens, who are under the jurisdiction of
Pleymoutch, (Plymouth,) which is another Colony i this my
poor habit and equipage showed, likening me more to a
sav~ae than to a Frenchman of moderate condition. . . .

The day of my audience was deferred till the following
Tuesday, as the Governor of this place had to assemble the
magistrates on that day for some other matter. Before stat­
ing here what I have done for my twofold embassy, I feel it
necessary to give you some information of the state and gov­
ernment of this country.

• All New England is a republic, composed of four colo­
nies. The first and most considerable is that of Boston,
which has, they say, forty towns or villages in its dependence
or district. The second is that of Pleymoutch, fourteen
leagues from here i this has twenty towns or villages, of which
Pleymoutch is the principal one, but much le88 than Boston,
although it is the oldest ofall i it is situated near Cape Malle-

• Gibbonl wu Major General from 1M9 to hil death in 16M. JOIULT1f, ..
C/w0Ml0gic4l O6amoatioM. :Haa Hilt. 800. Collectiolllo m., ill., 886-8.
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barre, (Cod.) The third is that of Kenetigouc, (Connecti­
cut,) thirty or forty leagues from the second. This has
about ten towns, one of which slone has 500 men, they say.
Kenetigouc is the river of the Sokokiois. The fourth is that
of Kouinopeia, (Quinnipiack,) ten leagues from the third.
This has only 4 or 6 villages on the co&st towards Manathe,
(Ma.nhattan,) from which it is 30 leagues distant, or there­
abouts. From Lnathe to the largest English settlement is
about 20 leagues.

All these 4 colonies are united by the articles of Confed­
era.tion, one of which requires that no colony in private shall
determine any thing for any war whatever, without the knowl­
edge and consent of the Assembly of the States of the whole
country; it is called the Council or Court of the Commis­
sioners, who are 8 in number, that is to say, two deputiea
for each colony. They are to a88emble at Kouinipeia (New
Haven) at the first session, which is not held usually till the
month of September. They themselves when they assemble
choose one of their number who presides.

Besides the Council of the States for the whole country,
each separate colony has a council composed of its Governor,
Vice Governor, and a certain number of counsellors whom
they call magistrates. This separate council gives audience
according to the causes which arise during the year. All
the officers of this separate Court are created and confirmed
in the month of May, which is the time when the' general
Court of all th\3 colony is held, that is to say, the upper
house, composed of the most considerable men of the colony,
and the lower house composed of the deputies of the people.
It assembles in the chief town of the colony. It was this
8Cl'arate Court of Boston which gave me audience after in­
viting me to .dinner on the 13th of December.

In. •
LETTEB ADDBEBBED BY THE COUNCIL OF QUEBEO TO TH:I

COHlrlIBBIONEBB OF NEW ENGLAND.

(CJI.UILIIVOa, 1IVloire tH UJ NOUfNl1c FrM«, L, 287.)

GENTLEllEN :

.The gentlemen of Boston having a few years ago proposed
to establish commercial intercoul'8El between New France and
New England, the Council appointed by His Majesty in this

,




