
ELDER JOHN CLARKE

October 8, day (Old Style):  John Clarke was born at Westhorpe in Suffolk County, England, to Thomas Clarke and 
Rose Herrige Clarke.

1609
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In England, William Coddington was chosen as an Assistant of the company (Assistant Judge of Court of 
Colony of Massachusetts Bay) before his embarkation with John Winthrop. He had lived at Boston in County 
Lincoln, where the record of St. Botolph’s church shows that he and his wife Mary Moseley Coddington, 
daughter of Richard Moseley of Ouseden, in County Suffolk had Michael Coddington, baptized on March 8, 
1627, who died in two weeks, and Samuel Coddington, born on April 17, 1628, buried on August 21, 1629.

The Winthrop fleet that brought “the Great Emigration” of this year comprised 11 vessels: 

• Arbella (the flagship)
• Ambrose
• William and Francis
• Talbot
• Hopewell
• Jewel
• Whale
• Charles
• Success
• Mayflower
• Trial

Altogether the fleet brought about 700 colonists — here is an attempt at reconstructing a passenger list. 

• DANIEL ABBOTT Cambridge
• ROBERT ABELL of Hemington, Leicestershire Boston
• WILLIAM AGAR probably of Nazing, Essex Watertown
• GEORGE ALCOCK probably of Leicestershire Roxbury
• Mrs. - - - Alcock
• FRANCIS ALEWORTH
• THOMAS ANDREW Watertown
• SAMUEL ARCHER Salem

1630
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• WILLIAM ASPINWALL of Manchester, Leicestershire Boston
• Mrs. Elizabeth Aspinwall
• Edward Aspinwall
• JOHN AUDLEY Boston
• JOHN BAKER Charlestown
• Mrs. Charity Baker
• WILLIAM BALSTON Boston
• Mrs. Elizabeth Balston
• WILLIAM BARSHAM Watertown
• THOMAS BARTLETT Watertown
• GREGORY BAXTER perhaps of Sporle, Norfolk Roxbury
• WILLIAM BEAMSLEY Boston
• Mrs. Anne Beamsley
• THOMAS BEECHER of Stepney, Middlesex Charlestown
• Mrs. Christian Beecher
• EDWARD BELCHER of Guilsborough, Northamptonshire Boston
• Mrs. Christian Belcher
• Edward Belcher, Jr.
• EDWARD BENDALL of Southwark, county Surrey Boston
• Mrs. Anne Bendall
• JOHN BENHAM Dorchester
• JOHN BIGGES of Groton, county Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Mary Bigges
• JOHN BLACK Charlestown
• JOHN BOGGUST probably of Boxted, Essex
• JOHN BOSWELL of London Boston
• ZACCHEUS BOSWORTH of Stowe, IX Churches, county Northants Boston
• GARRET BOURNE Boston
• NATHANIEL BOWMAN Watertown
• Mrs. Anna Bowman
• SIMON BRADSTREET of Horbling, county Lincoln Cambridge
• Mrs. Anne Bradstreet
• BENJAMIN BRAND probably of Edwardston, county Suffolk Boston
• AUGUSTINE BRATCHER Charlestown
• ...... BREASE probably of Edwardston, county Suffolk
• WILLIAM BRENTON of Hammersmith, county Middlesex Boston
• Isabel Brett
• HENRY BRIGHT of Bury Saint Edmunds, county Suffolk Watertown
• ABRAHAM BROWNE of Hawkdon, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs. Lydia Browne
• JAMES BROWNE Boston
• RICHARD BROWNE of Hawkdon, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs. Elizabeth Browne
• George Browne
• Richard Browne, Jr.
• WILLIAM BUCKLAND of Essex Boston, Hingham, and Rehoboth
• RICHARD BUGBY perhaps Saint John Hackney, Middlesex Roxbury
• Mrs. Judith Bugby
• RICHARD BULGAR Boston
• Mrs..... Bulgar
• WILLIAM BURNELL Boston
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• JEHU BURR probably of Essex Roxbury and Fairfield, Connecticut
• Mrs....... Burr
• Jehu Burr
• ROBERT BURROUGHS
• JOHN CABLE probably of Essex Dorchester and Fairfield
• THOMAS CAKEBREAD of Hatfield Broadoak, Essex Dedham
• Mrs. Sarah Cakebread
• CHARLES CHADWICK Watertown
• Mrs. Elizabeth Chadwick
• Anne Chambers
• WILLIAM CHASE probably of county Essex Roxbury
• Margery Chauner
• WILLIAM CHEESEBROUGHof Boston, Lincolnshire Boston, Rehoboth
• Mrs. Anne Cheesebrough
• Sarah Cheesebrough
• Peter Cheesebrough
• Samuel Cheesebrough
• Nathaniel Cheesebrough
• EPHRAIM CHILD of Bury Saint Edmunds, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs. Elizabeth Child
• RICHARD CHURCH perhaps of Polstead, Suffolk Boston
• JOHN CLARKE of county Suffolk Boston
• WILLIAM CLARKE of London Watertown
• Mrs. Elizabeth Clarke
• RICHARD CLOUGH Charlestown
• .... COBBETT
• WILLIAM CODDINGTON of Boston, Lincolnshire Boston and Newport
• Mrs. Mary Coddington
• WILLIAM COLBRON of Brentwood, Essex Boston
• Mrs. Margery Colbron
• ANTHONY COLBY Boston and Salisbury
• Mrs. Susanna Colby
• WILLIAM FROTHINGHAMof Holderness, Yorkshire Charlestown
• Mrs. Anne Frothingham
• JOHN GAGE probably of Polstead, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Amy Gage
• WILLIAM GAGER of Suffolk, surgeon Charlestown
• HUGH GARRETT Charlestown
• RICHARD GARRETT probably of Chelmsford, Essex Boston
• Mrs....... Garrett
• Hannah Garrett
• ..... Garrett
• CHRISTOPHER GIBSON of Wendover, county Bucks Dorchester
• Mrs. Mary Gibson
• Elizabeth Gibson of Saint Andrew the Great, Cambridge Salem
• RALPH GLOVER of London Boston
• JOHN GLOVER of Rainhill, Lancashire Dorchester
• Mrs. Anne Glover
• THOMAS GOLDTHWAITE Roxbury
• Mrs. Elizabeth Goldthwaite
• HENRY GOSNALL probably of Bury Saint Edmunds, Suffolk Boston
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• Mrs. Mary Gosnall
• JOHN GOSSE (GOFFE) Watertown
• Mrs. Sarah Gosse
• JOHN GOULWORTH
• RICHARD GRIDLEY of Groton, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Grace Gridley
• Joseph Gridley
• Abraham Gridley
• Bridget Giver of Saffron Walden, Essex Boston
• GARRETT HADDON Cambridge, Salisbury
• Mrs. Margaret Haddon
• ROBERT HALE Charlestown
• Mrs. Joan Hale
• JOHN HALL of Whitechapel, London Charlestown
• Mrs. Joan Hall
• Mrs. Phillippa Hammond
• ROBERT HARDING probably of Boreham, Essex Boston
• THOMAS HARRIS Charlestown
• Mrs. Elizabeth Harris
• JOHN COLE of Groton, Suffolk Boston
• RICE COLE Charlestown
• Mrs. Arnold Cole
• ROBERT COLE of Navistock, Essex Roxbury
• SAMUEL COLE of Mersey, Essex Boston
• Mrs. Anne Cole
• EDWARD CONVERSE probably of Shenfield, Essex Charlestown
• Mrs. Sarah Converse
• Phineas Converse
• John Converse
• Josiah Converse
• James Converse
• Margaret Cooke
• WILLIAM COWLISHAW of Nottingham Boston
• Mrs. Anne Cowlishaw
• JOHN CRABB
• GRIFFIN CRAFTS Roxbury
• Mrs. Alice Crafts
• Hannah Crafts
• JOHN CRANWELL of Woodbridge, Suffolk Boston
• BENJAMIN CRIBB
• JAMES CRUGOTT
• WILLIAM DADY probably of Wanstead, Essex Charlestown
• Mrs. Dorothy Dady
• EDWARD DEEKES Charlestown
• Mrs. Jane Deekes
• JOHN DEVEREUX probably of Stoke by Nayland, Suffolk
• ROBERT DIFFY Watertown
• JOHN DILLINGHAM of Bitteswell, Leicestershire Boston
• Mrs. Sarah Dillingham
• Sarah Dillingham
• WILLIAM DIXON Boston and York, Maine
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• JOHN DOGGETT Watertown and Martha’s Vineyard
• Mrs....... Doggett
• John Doggett
• Thomas Doggett
• JAMES DOWNING
• THOMAS DUDLEY of Yardley, Northamptonshire Cambridge
• Mrs. Dorothy Dudley
• Samuel Dudley
• Anne Dudley
• Patience Dudley
• Sarah Dudley
• Mercy Dudley
• Thomas Dudley
• ...... DUTTON
• JOHN EDMONDS Boston
• Mrs. Mary Edmonds
• BIGOD EGGLESTON of Settrington, Yorkshire Dorchester, Windsor
• ARTHUR ELLIS
• JOHN ELSTON Salem
• THOMAS FAYERWEATHER Boston
• ROBERT FEAKE of London, goldsmith Watertown
• CHARLES FIENNES
• ABRAHAM FINCH of Yorkshire (?) Watertown
• Abraham Finch, Jr.
• Daniel Finch
• John Finch
• JOHN FIRMAN of Nayland, Suffolk Watertown
• GILES FIRMIN of Nayland, Suffolk
• Mrs. Martha Firmin
• EDWARD FITZRANDOLPHof Sutton in Ashfield, Notts Scituate
• THOMAS FOX Cambridge
• RICHARD FOXWELL probably of London, tailor Boston, Barnstable
• Mrs....... Foxier
• John Foxwell
• SAMUEL FREEMAN of St. Anne, Blackfriars, London Watertown
• Mrs. Apphia Freeman
• Henry Freeman
• THOMAS FRENCH of Assington, Suffolk Boston and Ipswich
• Mrs. Susan French
• Thomas French, Jr.
• Alice French
• Dorcas French
• Susan French
• Anne French
• John French
• Mary French
• HENRY HARWOOD probably of Shenfield, Essex Boston
• Mrs. Elizabeth Harwood
• .... HAWKE
• JOHN HAWKINS
• WILLIAM HAWTHORNE of Binfield, Berks Dorchester and Salem
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• FRANCIS HESSELDEN
• Margaret Hoames
• (ATHERTON) HOFFE
• EDWARD HOPWOOD
• JOHN HORNE Salem
• SAMUEL HOSIER of Colchester, Essex Watertown
• THOMAS HOWLETT of county Suffolk Boston
• WILLIAM HUDSON probably of Chatham, Kent Boston
• Mrs. Susan Hudson
• Francis Hudson
• William Hudson
• WILLIAM HULBIRT Boston and Northampton
• RICHARD HUTCHINS
• GEORGE HUTCHINSON of London Charlestown
• Mrs. Margaret Hutchinson
• THOMAS HUTCHINSON of London Charlestown
• MATTHIAS IJONS probably of Roxwell, Essex Boston
• Mrs. Anne Lyons
• EDMUND JAMES of Earls Barton, Northants Watertown
• Mrs. Reana James
• THOMAS JAMES of Earls Barton, Northants Salem
• Mrs. Elizabeth James
• WILLIAM JAMES of Earls Barton, Northants Salem
• Mrs. Elizabeth James
• JOHN JARVIS Boston
• DAVY JOHNSON Dorchester
• FRANCIS JOHNSON of London Salem
• Mrs. Joan Johnson
• ISAAC JOHNSON of Clipsham, Rutland Boston
• Lady Arbella Johnson
• JOHN JOHNSON Roxbury
• Mrs. Margaret Johnson
• RICHARD JOHNSON Charlestown
• Mrs. Alice Johnson
• Bethia Jones Boston
• EDWARD JONES of Chester, mercer Charlestown
• LEWIS KIDBY of Groton, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs.... Kidby
• .....Kidby
• Edward Kidby
• HENRY KINGSBURY of Groton, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Margaret Kingsbury
• Henry Kingsbury, Jr.
• THOMAS KINGSBURY
• NICHOLAS KNAPP probably of Bures Saint Mary, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs. Elinor Knapp
• WILLIAM KNAPP probably of Bures Saint Mary, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs..... Knapp
• John Knapp
• Anne Knapp
• Judith Knapp
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• Mary Knapp
• James Knapp
• John Knapp
• William Knapp, Jr.
• GEORGE KNOWER of London Charlestown
• THOMAS KNOWER of London, clothier Charlestown
• EDWARD LAMB Watertown
• THOMAS LAMB Roxbury
• Mrs. Elizabeth Lamb
• Thomas Lamb, Jr.
• John Lamb
• Samuel Lamb
• ROGER LAMB
• HENRY LAWSON
• WILLIAM LEARNED probably of Bermondsey, Surrey Charlestown
• Mrs. Judith Learned
• WILLIAM LEATHERLAND Boston
• JOHN LEGGE Lynn
• EDMOND LOCKWOOD of Combs, Suffolk Cambridge
• Mrs. Elizabeth Lockwood
• ...... Lockwood
• ROBERT LOCKWOOD of Combs, Suffolk Watertown
• RICHARD LYNTON probably from London Watertown
• Mrs....... Lynton
• Anna Lynton
• Lydia Lynton
• HENRY LYNN Boston
• Mrs. Sarah Lynn
• JOHN MASTERS Watertown
• Mrs. Jane Masters
• Sarah Masters
• Lydia Masters
• Elizabeth Masters
• Nathaniel Masters
• Abraham Masters
• THOMAS MATSON of London, gunsmith Boston
• Mrs. Amy Matson
• THOMAS MAYHEW of Tisbury, Wilts Watertown, Martha’s Vineyard
• Mrs....... Mayhew
• Thomas Mayhew, Jr.
• (ALEXANDER) MILLER probably the servant of Israel Stoughton
• RICHARD MILLET
• JOHN MILLS probably of Lavenham, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Susan Mills
• Joy Mills
• Mary Mills
• John Mills
• Susanna Mills
• Recompense Mills
• ROGER MOREY of Dorsetshire Salem
• RALPH MORLEY of London Charlestown
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• Mrs. Katherine Morley
• RICHARD MORRIS probably of London Boston
• Mrs. Leonora Morris
• THOMAS MORRIS probably of Nottingham Boston
• Mrs. Sarah Morris
• Mary Morton
• THOMAS MOULTON Charlestown
• Mrs. Jane Moulton
• RALPH MOUSALL probably of London Charlestown
• Mrs. Alice Mousall
• THOMAS MUNT probably of Colchester, Essex Boston
• Mrs. Dorothy Munt
• GREGORY NASH Charlestown
• Mrs....... Nash
• Anne Needham
• ..... NICOLLS
• INCREASE NOWELL of London Charlestown
• Mrs. Parnell Nowell
• JOHN ODLIN (see Audley)
• JOHN PAGE of Dedham, Essex Watertown
• Mrs. Phoebe Page
• John Page, Jr.
• Daniel Page
• THOMAS PAINTER Boston and Hingham
• Mrs. Katherine Painter
• ABRAHAM PALMER of Canterbury, Kent Charlestown
• Mrs. Grace Palmer
• EDWARD PALSFORD
• RICHARD PALSGRAVE probably of London Charlestown
• Mrs. Anne Palsgrave
• John Palsgrave
• Anna Palsgrave
• Mary Palsgrave
• Sarah Palsgrave
• ROBERT PARKE probably of Bures, county Suffolk
• Mrs. Martha Parke
• Thomas Parke
• ...... Parke
• ...... Parke
• ...... Parke
• ROBERTPARKER Boston
• Capt. DANIEL PATRICK Watertown
• Mrs....... Patrick
• WILLIAM PELHAM Boston
• JAMES PEMBERTON Charlestown
• Mrs. Alice Pemberton
• JOHN PEMBERTON Boston
• Mrs. Elizabeth Pemberton
• JAMES PENN Boston
• Mrs. Katherine Penn
• WILLIAM PENN of Birmingham, Warwick Charlestown
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• JAMES PENNIMAN of Widford, county Essex Boston
• Mrs. Lydia Penniman
• ISAAC PERRY Boston
• Anne Pettit Salem
• Rev. GEORGE PHILLIPS of Raynham, Norfolk Watertown
• Mrs...... Phillips
• Samuel Phillips
• Abigail Phillips
• Elizabeth Phillips
• JOHN PHILLIPS Dorchester
• Mrs. Joan Phillips
• JOHN PHILLIPS Plymouth
• JOHN PICKERING probably of Suffolk Cambridge
• Mrs. Esther Pickering
• George Pickering
• John Pickering
• Joan Pickering
• JOHN PICKWORTH
• JOHN PIERCE Dorchester
• Mrs. Parnell Pierce
• Experience Pierce
• Mercy Pierce
• Samuel Pierce
• JOSIAH PLAISTOW of Ramsden Crays, Essex Boston
• Mrs. ANNE POLLARD came from Saffron Walden, Essex, as a girl
• JOHN POND of Groton, Suffolk Boston
• ROBERT POND of Groton, Suffolk Dorchester
• Mrs. Mary Pond
• JOHN PORTER perhaps of Bromfield, Essex Roxbury
• Mrs. Margaret Porter
• ...... Porter
• ...... Porter
• ...... Porter
• ...... Porter
• ABRAHAM PRATT of London, surgeon Roxbury
• Mrs. Jane Pratt
• WILLIAM PYNCHON of Writtle, Essex Dorchester
• Mrs. Agnes Pynchon
• John Pynchon
• Anne Pynchon
• Mary Pynchon
• Margaret Pynchon
• EDWARD RAINSFORD Dorchester
• Mrs....... Rainsford
• PHILIP RATCLIFFE probably of London Salem
• THOMAS RAWLINS Roxbury
• Mrs. Mary Rawlins
• Thomas Rawlins
• Nathaniel Rawlins
• John Rawlins
• Joan Rawlins
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• Mary Rawlins
• THOMAS READE of Wickford, Essex Salem
• Mrs. Priscilla Reade
• JOSEPH READING Boston
• MILES READING Boston
• .... REEDER
• JOHN REVELL
• ROBERT REYNOLDS probably of Boxford, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Mary Reynolds
• Nathaniel Reynolds
• Ruth Reynolds
• Tabitha Reynolds
• Sarah Reynolds
• EZEKIEL RICHARDSON of Westmill, county Herts Charlestown
• Mrs. Susanna Richardson
• ROBERT ROYCE perhaps of Exning, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Elizabeth Royce
• JOHN RUGGLES probably of Glemsford, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Frances Ruggles
• ...... Ruggles
• JEFFREY RUGGLES of Sudbury, Suffolk
• Mrs. Margaret Ruggles
• JOHN SALES of Lavenham, Suffolk Charlestown
• Mrs...... Sales
• Phoebe Sales
• Sir RICHARD SALTONSTALLof London Watertown
• Richard Saltonstall, Jr.
• Samuel Saltonstall
• Robert Saltonstall
• Rosamond Saltonstall
• Grace Saltonstall
• ROBERT SAMPSON
• JOHN SANFORD perhaps of High Ongar, Essex Boston
• Rev. GILES SAXTON of Yorkshire Charlestown
• ROBERT SCOTT Boston
• JOHN SEAMAN Watertown
• ROBERT SEELY Watertown
• ...... SARGEANT
• ROBERT SHARPE of Roxwell, Essex Boston
• THOMAS SHARPE of London, leather-seller Boston
• Mrs....... Sharpe
• ...... Sharpe
• Thomas Sharpe
• ...... SHUT
• ...... SIMPSON
• ...... SMEAD of Coggeshall, Essex
• Mrs. Judith Smead
• William Smead
• ...... SMITH of Buxhall, Suffolk
• Mrs..... Smith
• ...... Smith
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• ...... Smith
• FRANCIS SMYTH perhaps of Dunmow, Essex Roxbury
• Mrs..... Smyth
• ISAAC STEARNS of Stoke Nayland, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs. Mary Stearns
• John Stearns
• Abigail Stearns
• Elizabeth Stearns
• Hannah Stearns
• ELIAS STILEMAN of Saint Andrew Undershaft, London Salem
• Mrs. Judith Stileman
• Elias Stileman, Jr.
• ISRAEL STOUGHTON of Coggeshall, Essex Dorchester
• Mrs. Elizabeth Stoughton
• THOMAS STOUGHTON of Coggeshall, Essex Dorchester
• Mrs..... Stoughton
• WILLIAM SUMNER of Bicester, Oxford Dorchester
• Mrs. Mary Sumner
• William Sumner, Jr.
• PHILIP SWADDON Watertown
• Anna Swanson
• WILLIAM TALMADGE of Newton Stacey, Hants Boston
• Mrs.......
• GREGORY TAYLOR Watertown
• Mrs. Achsah Taylor
• JOHN TAYLOR of Haverhill, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs....... Taylor
• ...... Taylor
• WILLIAM TIMEWELL
• EDWARD TOMLINS of London Lynn
• NATHANIEL TURNER probably of London Saugus
• ROBERT TURNER probably of Southwark, Surrey Boston
• ARTHUR TYNDAL of Great Maplestead, Essex Boston
• Capt. JOHN UNDERHILL of Holland Boston
• Mrs. Helen Underhill
• WILLIAM VASSALL of Prittlewell, Essex Charlestown
• Mrs. Anne Vassall
• Judith Vassall
• Francis Vassall
• John Vassall
• Anne Vassall
• THOMAS WADE
• ROBERT WALKER of Manchester, Lancashire Boston
• Mrs. Sarah Walker
• ...... WALL
• Mrs....... Wall
• THOMAS WARD probably of Bedingham, Norfolk Dedham
• JOHN WARREN of Nayland, Suffolk Watertown
• Mrs. Margaret Warren
• WILLIAM WATERBURY of Sudbury, Suffolk Boston
• Mrs. Alice Waterbury
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• JOHN WATERS of Nayland, Suffolk Charlestown
• Mrs. Frances Waters
• Mary Waters
• ...... Waters
• ...... Waters
• ...... WEAVER
• RICHARD WEBB of Nayland, Suffolk Cambridge
• Mrs. Elizabeth Webb
• JONAS WEED Watertown
• JOIST WEILLUST of Holland Boston
• ROBERT WELDON Charlestown
• Mrs. Elizabeth Weldon
• FRANCIS WESTON Salem
• Mrs. Margaret Weston
• Lucy Weston
• SAMUEL WILBORE Boston
• Mrs. Anne Wilbore
• Mrs. PRUDENCE WILKINSON Charlestown
• Sarah Wilkinson
• John Wilkinson
• Elizabeth Wilkinson
• THOMAS WILLIAMS Charlestown
• THOMAS WILLIAMS als HARRIS
• Robert Williams
• ...... WILSBY
• Rev. JOHN WILSON of Sudbury, Suffolk Boston
• DAVID WILTON Dorchester
• Elizabeth Wing
• JOHN WINTHROP of Croton, Suffolk Boston
• Henry Winthrop
• Stephen Winthrop
• Samuel Winthrop
• WILLIAM WOODS Boston
• JOHN WOOLRICH probably of London Charlestown
• Mrs. Sarah Woolrich
• ...... WORMWOOD
• RICHARD WRIGHT of Stepney, Middlesex Boston
• Mrs. Margaret Wright
• Elinor Wright

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


14 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

ELDER JOHN CLARKE ELDER JOHN CLARKE

HDT WHAT? INDEX

• ROBERT WRIGHT of London Boston
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In about this year, in England, John Clarke got married with Sarah Davis (1609-1691).

Edward Bulkeley, the eldest son of the Reverend Peter Bulkeley, had emigrated to the American colonies and 
in this year was admitted as a member of the First Church of Boston.

At the visitation of a Cardinal in this year, the rector at Odell, Peter Bulkeley, was suspended, because unable 
to accept the Laudian discipline and because he used neither a surplice nor the sign of the cross in baptism, 
“accounting them ceremonies superstitious” (see Bedfordshire Magazine, ii, 30-2). Peter had been born in the 
village and had succeeded his father as rector in 1624. The suspended rector would emigrate to New England 
and help to found the town of Concord, where he would become its first minister.

In this same year Oliver Cromwell discovered that the English government would not permit him to emigrate 
to Connecticut because he had, in 1629 or so, converted to Puritanism.

At Wreslingworth in Bedford, England, John Clarke remarried with Elizabeth Harges (1612-1671). The father-
in-law, John Harges, Esq., would bestow upon his daughter a legacy out of the manor of Wreslingworth.

An outpost was established at Wickford in what would become Rhode Island, by Richard Smith.

1634

1637
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November 12, Sunday-17, Friday (Old Style): Since Mistress Anne Hutchinson as a woman had not signed any 
offending petition, she could not immediately be banished farther than house arrest in Roxbury. However, all 
the followers of the Reverend John Wheelwright were summarily disarmed as Antinomians.

It was at about this point that the Puritan physician John Clarke arrived at Boston. It was with the greatest 
consternation that he discovered discord in this New World, noting that the emigrants “were not able to bear 
each with other in their different understandings and consciences as in these utmost parts of the world to live 
peaceably together.”
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March 7, Wednesday (1637, Old Style): Finding the political and religious climate of Boston to be quite as repellent 
as the situation in England from which he had just departed, John Clarke arranged with a group of Boston 
citizens to seek out a place at which they might find refuge. They all signed the following compact: “We, 
whose names are underwritten, do here solemnly, in the presence of Jehovah, incorporate ourselves into a 
Body Politic, and as he shall help, will submit our persons, lives, and estates unto our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and to all those perfect and most absolute laws of his given us in his Holy 
Word of truth, to be guided and judged thereby.” Their form of governance was to be “a democracy or popular 
government” respecting individual liberty of conscience, in which no one was “to be accounted a delinquent 
for doctrine.” The magistrate in this new colony would punish only “breaches of the law of God that tend to 
civil disturbance.” They selected an island in Narragansett Bay, known by the Indians as Aquidneck Island, 
but subsequently commonly known among themselves as Rhode Island.

1638
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March 24, Saturday (1637, Old Style): Dr. John Clarke and his group of white emigrants from Boston made 
arrangements for settlement at the north end of Aquidneck Island with the native headmen of the area, and 
recorded “having bought them off to their full satisfaction.”

A church was gathered, probably early in the year, of which Dr. Clarke became pastor or teaching elder. 
(He is mentioned in documents dating to this year as “preacher to those of the island,” as “their minister,” 
and as “elder of the church there.”)

BAPTISTS
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April 28, Sunday (Old Style): After a brief dispute with the other whites occupying Portsmouth at the north end of 
Aquidneck Island (people such as Mistress Anne Hutchinson and Samuell Gorton), a group under William 

Coddington obtained permission from the Narragansett to resettle at the southern tip of that island, founding 
Newport, Rhode Island.1 A “Portsmouth Compact” was signed by, among others, John Clarke, William 
Coddington, William Dyer, Nicholas Easton (1593-1675),2 John Coggeshall, William Brenton, Henry Bull, 
Jeremy Clarke, and Thomas Hazard.

1639

1. In Algonquian, “Aquidnet” means “a place of security or tranquility,” from “aquene” or “aquidne” meaning secure or peaceful, 
and “et” meaning place.
2. In this year Mr. Easton had been fined five shillings for coming to Puritan meeting without his weapons.
He would become a Quaker, and a governor of Rhode Island.
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The arrival of the group made up of the Hutchinsons and about eighteen of their followers would bring the 
white population of Aquidneck Island to a total of 93 souls.
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Mistress Hutchinson would be living on the island for four years. 

It would be there, in Portsmouth (then known as Pocasset) during the late summer of one year, that she would 
have what according to NOTABLE AMERICAN WOMEN amounted to a “menopausal pregnancy which, 
according to a modern interpretation of a doctor’s report, was aborted into a hydatidiform mole and expelled 
with great difficulty.” (She would then also be condemned, like Mary Dyer, as the creator of a monster.)

November 25, Monday (Old Style): Nicholas Easton and John Clarke were commissioned by the Newport Court to 
“inform Mr. Vane [the Governor of the Massachusetts Bay colony] by writing of the state of things here, and 
desired him to treat about the obtaining a patent of the Island [Aquidneck Island] from his Majestie.” (This 
particular initiative to obtain a charter for a Rhode Island colony, it would seem, would come to nothing.)

1639
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Walter Clarke was born, son of Friend Jeremiah (Jeremy) Clarke and Friend Frances Latham Clarke.

After touring New England, including Rhode Island, a Mr. Lechford reported for the benefit of the stay-at-
home English that “at the island ... there is a church where one Master Clarke is pastor.” (He would add, while 
back in England revising his manuscript for the press, that he had since heard that this church was no more — 
there had arisen a controversy respecting BIBLE authority and the existence upon earth of a visible church, 
which had caused some members of the congregation to become first Seekers and then Quakers.)At this point 

a group of Massachusetts dissenters, who eventually would become Quakers, resettled themselves at 
Gravesend, Brooklyn, Paumanacke (Paumanok Long Island) in order to live under the protection of the Dutch 
government.

David Pietersz De Vries leased out Staten Island for use as a pig farm because his plantation there had failed 

1640

BAPTISTS

JOHN CLARKE
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to attract settlers. When a few of the pigs were mysteriously unlocatable, Governor Willem Kieft sent 100 
armed men to the island, who killed several Raritan tribespeople, including a sachem. In retaliation the Raritan 
burned a farm and killed four Dutch workmen. When a Dutch immigrant ship was wrecked on Sandy Hook, 
New Jersey, its crew and passengers managed to get ashore and set out for Manhattan Island. Penelope van 
Princis Kent (1622-1732) of Amsterdam, however, needed to remain behind with her seriously ill husband 
John Kent. A party of Raritan found them on the beach and killed the husband. They stripped and wounded 
Penelope and left her for dead. This would come to be known as the “Pig War.”

Penelope would be carried by Lenni Lenape natives to New Amsterdam, where she would remarry, with 
Richard Stout, return to New Jersey, bear ten children, and survive to the age of 110.

The story goes on to relate that all the shipwrecked people were
safely landed from the stranded ship. But Penelope’s husband who
had been sick for most of the voyage was taken so ill after
getting on shore that he could not travel with the rest and for
that reason could not march. The others were so afraid of the
Indians that they would not remain until he recovered but
hastened away to New Amsterdam promising to send relief as soon
as they arrived. The wife alone remained behind with her
husband. They were left on the beach and the others had not been
long gone before a company of Indians coming down to the water
side discovered them and hastening to the spot soon killed the
man and cut and mangled the woman in such a manner that they
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left her for dead. They departed after having stripped them of
all their clothing. The wife’s skull was fractured and her left
shoulder so hacked that she could never use that arm like the
other she was also cut across the abdomen so that the bowels
protruded these she kept in with her hands. After the Indians
were gone the wife revived and crawled to a hollow tree or log
where she remained for shelter several days one account says
seven subsisting on what she could find to eat. The Indians had
left some fire on the beach and this she kept burning for warmth.
At length two Indians an old man and a young one coming to the
shore saw her. The Indians as she afterward learned disputed
what should be done with her the elderly man was for keeping her
alive while the younger was for killing her. The former had his
way and taking her on his shoulders carried her to a place near
where Middletown now stands and dressed her wounds and soon
healed them. After this Benedict says he carried her to New
Amsterdam and made a present of her to her countrymen.
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May 19, Wednesday-21, Friday (Old Style): Although the Reverend Roger Williams had brought back from England 
a royal charter for a united “Providence Plantations and Rhode-Island” colony in 1644, based upon the 
legitimacy of his actually having obtained permission to settle there from the owners of the land, the native 
Americans (!), it had taken several years to work out a political alliance of the four previously independent 
settlements actually involved, to wit, Providence, Shawowmet (later known as Warwick), Newport, and 

Portsmouth. On this date the first meeting of the united colony took place in Portsmouth and an anchor was 
selected as the colonial brand. 

1647

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Dr. John Clarke was assigned to write up a Code of Laws for the new colony, and asked William Dyer to assist 
him.

The document they would author would declare the freedom of the individual conscience. Dyer would become 
the Secretary of the Council and then the Attorney General of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and 
eventually, during Henry Thoreau’s lifetime, one of his descendants would become the governor of the state.

This code of laws they would draft, would conclude as follows:

These are the laws that concern all men, and these are the
penalties for the transgressions thereof, which, by common
consent, are ratified and established through the whole Colony.
And otherwise than this (what is herein forbidden) all men may
walk as their consciences persuade them, every one in the name
of his GOD. AND LET THE LAMBS OF THE MOST HIGH WALK IN THIS COLONY WITHOUT
MOLESTATION, IN THE NAME OF JEHOVAH THEIR GOD, FOR EVER AND EVER.
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July 19, Saturday (Old Style): The aged William Witter, although he lived in Lynn in the Massachusetts Bay colony, 
was affiliated with the church of Dr. John Clarke in Newport, Rhode Island. He became infirm and his 
physician pastor visited him, accompanied by a couple of other elders in that church, Obadiah Holmes and 
John Crandall. On the day after their arrival, the Sabbath, they arranged to hold a Baptist religious service in 
Witter’s home. While Dr. Clarke was preaching, he was confronted by two constables with a warrant:

By virtue hereof, you are required to go to the house of William
Witter, and to search from house to house for certain erroneous
person, being strangers and them to apprehend, and in safe
custody to keep, and to-morrow morning at eight o’clock to bring
before me. Robert Bridges.

1651
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The Congregationalist authorities in Lynn saw no need for procedural frills, and proceeded without “accuser, 
witness, jury, law of God, or man.” The three Rhode Islander “strangers” were taken under arrest to “the ale-
house or ordinary,” and from there to the Congregationalist religious meeting of that day. The next morning, 
after was a hearing before Mr. Bridges, they would be forwarded to prison at Boston. After a couple of weeks 
in the Boston lockup, they would be brought before the Court Of Assistants, and Dr. Clarke would be fined 
£20, Holmes £30, and Crandall £5. Either they would produce these moneys, the men of religion were 

informed, or they could expect to “be well whipped.” Elder Clarke would write from prison to the local 
authorities, on August 14th, seeking an opportunity to confront and reason with them, and that letter would of 
course go unanswered. Some unknown person would then, however, pay Clarke’s fine of £20 on his behalf — 
and he would find himself ejected from the lockup as summarily as originally he had been detained.

When John Crandall promised that he would appear at the next court, he was released. Obadiah Holmes, 
however, would be kept in prison until September, at which point, his £30 still not having been paid, he would 
be brought out and publicly “so unmercifully beaten with a corded whip that it was a torture for him to move 
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for many weeks afterwards.”

August 14, Thursday (Old Style): Dr. John Clarke, Baptist elder from Newport, Rhode Island, wrote from the Boston 
prison in which he and two other Rhode Island Baptists being held by the local Congregationalist authorities, 
seeking an opportunity to confront and reason with them. The letter would of course go unanswered. Some 
unknown person would then, however, pay Elder Clarke’s fine of £20 on his behalf — and he would find 
himself ejected from the Lynn lockup as summarily as originally he had been detained.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT

STUDY A FULL ACCOUNT
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Mid-August: Returning to his church in Newport from almost a month of arbitrary imprisonment in Lynn, Elder John 
Clarke found himself being importuned to go represent Rhode Island at the English court.

November: The commissioners of the town of Warwick met in Providence with the commissioners of that town, and 
they resolved that the towns on Aquidneck Island and Conanicut Island (Portsmouth, Newport, and 
Jamestown) had, due to the parliamentary charter granted to William Coddington, deserted from the chartered 
government formerly established.

Elder John Clarke sailed to represent the interests of the Rhode Island colony before the court in England by 
protesting that new parliamentary charter.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Obadiah Holmes was ordained to preach the gospel, and took Elder John Clarke’s place as pastor of the Baptist 
church in Newport, Rhode Island.

1652. These agents presented a joint petition to the Council,
who vacated Coddington’s commission, and directed a re-union of
all the towns under the Charter. Hugh Bewitt, who had been tried
by the General Court of trials, and convicted of “Treason
against the power and authority of the State of England,” was
again tried before the Court of Commissioners, and acquitted. 

At this point the Baptists in Providence were split into two groups, one adhering to what is known as “Six 
Principles” doctrine and the other to “Five Principles” doctrine:

There were two Baptist churches in Providence, as early as 1652;
one of the six, and the other of the five, principle Baptists.
This appears from a manuscript diary kept by John Comer,
a Baptist preacher, in Newport. The diary is now in the
possession of that gentleman’s descendants, in Warren. It states
that one of the members of the first Baptist church in Newport,
“came to Providence, and received imposition of hands from
William Wickenden, pastor of a church there, lately separated
from the church under Thomas Olney,” and that Mr. Wickenden and
Gregory Dexter, returned to Newport with him, and that the same
ordinance was administered to several others, who in 1656,
withdrew from the first church in Newport, and formed a new
church, “holding general redemption, and admitting to communion,
only those who had submitted to imposition of hands.” The
records of the church make Mr. Dexter the successor of Mr.
Wickenden, and Thomas Olney, the successor of Mr. Dexter. They
also state, that Mr. Olney was born in 1631, and came to
Providence in 1654. Now, the records of the town shew, that
Thomas Olney, senior, came to Providence about 1638. He was
there baptized, with his wife, about 1639. They had a son Thomas,
who came with them, a minor, and who was afterwards town clerk,
for many years. He is probably the person referred to in the
church records. Dr. Styles states, in his manuscript itinerary,
that in 1774, he conversed with John Angell, then aged 83, who
told him that his mother was daughter of Gregory Dexter, and
that Mr. Dexter was the first Baptist elder of the six principle
church. There is in the cabinet of the Historical Society, a
letter from Governor Jenckes, dated March 19, 1730, which
contains some facts as to the succession and religious tenets
of the elders of this church. From this, it appears, that one
Dr. John Walton, formerly a practising physician in the county,
was then preaching to a Baptist church in Providence. He, it
seems, was in favor of singing in public worship. The governor
was his intimate friend. He says, “as to his singing of psalms,
I have heard him say, he would not urge it as a duty, on the
church.” Dr. Walton expected some allowance by way of
contribution, for his services. The governor writes on this
point, “Elder Tillinghast taught, that a pastor might receive,

1652
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by way of contribution, although for his own part, he would take
nothing.” It seems further, from the same letters, that Dr.
Walton opposed the laying on of hands, if “performed to obtain
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost,” and that he thought
the want of it ought not to be a bar to communion with those who
were rightly baptized. Governor Jenckes adds, “at first, in the
Baptist churches in this colony, those under laying on of hands
continued fellowship with those who were not, until one taught
that laying on of hands was a doctrine of devils; then there
arose a separation.” Here he evidently refers to Mr. Olney.
After Mr. Olney’s death and after a meeting-house had been
built, it is probable, only one meeting was kept up, and one
church, under Mr. Tillinghast — that Mr. Jenckes succeeded Mr.
Tillinghast, neither of them insisting so strongly on the points
of former difference as they would have done, had there been a
society of opposite sentiments in the same town with them. After
Mr. Jenckes’ death, while Dr. Walton was preaching, other
differences led them to stir again, the old embers of
contention. Mr. James Brown succeeded him.3

Elder John Clarke’s treatise, ILL NEWES FROM NEW-ENGLAND: OR A NARRATIVE OF NEW-ENGLANDS 
PERSECUTION. WHEREIN IS DECLARED THAT WHILE OLD ENGLAND IS BECOMING NEW, NEW-ENGLAND IS 
BECOME OLD, was published in London. The author, since he was a Baptist, was opposed to infant baptism. In 
addition he found it to be unbiblical, unchristlike, unnatural, and unspiritual to coerce conscience, and 
proclaimed that this tended to make hypocrites of people:

• [Conscience was that] sparkling beam from the Father of lights and spirits that ... cannot be lorded 
over, commanded, or forced, either by men, devils, or angels.

• [Conscience or the inward person can only be dealt with by way of] convincing, converting, 
transforming, and as it were a-new creating of them.

• [The false zeal for God of Puritans led to] soul murdering.
• [The Puritans of Lynn who had wronged him, and the elders Crandall and Holmes] much more 

wronged your own souls in transgressing the very law, and light of nations.
• [Living in Puritan New England was no different from living in heathen Rome. One must] doe as 

they doe, and say as they say, or else say nothing, and so may a man live at Rome also.

3. William Read Staples (1798-1868). ANNALS OF THE TOWN OF PROVIDENCE, FROM ITS FIRST SETTLEMENT, TO THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT, IN JUNE, 1832. Providence, Rhode Island: Printed by Knowles and Vose, 1843.

VIEW THE PAGE IMAGES
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March 12, Wednesday (1655, Old Style): Dr. John Clarke signed a power of attorney in order to be able to receive a 
legacy given to his wife Elizabeth Harges Clarke by her father John Harges, Esq. out of the family manor of 
Wreslingworth, Bedfordshire. In signing, he styled himself John Clarke, physician, of London.

Spring: Family names such as Lopez, Rivera, Seixas, deToro (Touro), Gomez and Hays began to settle in Newport on 
Rhode Island’s Aquidneck Island, and by the time of the American Revolution this population of Sephardic 
Jews would have grown to a prosperous community of several hundred souls. As international sugar traders 
from Brazil, the West Indies, Portugal, etc. they chose to maintain their headquarters on the island because it 
was a thriving peaceful commercial center with a major port.4 For a long time they would hold minyanim in 
private homes. Their first public venture would be not the construction of a synagogue but the creation of a 
Jewish cemetery. (Only later, in 1763, would they be constructing the Touro Synagogue of Congregation 
Jeshuat Israel.)5

1656

1658
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We believe that “Portrait of a Clergyman,” painted by Guilliam de Ville in this timeframe and now at the 
Redwood Library of Newport, Rhode Island, must be a depiction of Elder John Clarke.

4. Rabbi Theodore Lewis, M.A.S.T.D., has confidently asserted that these Jews came to Rhode Island “because of the assurance of 
freedom of religion and liberty of conscience promised by Governor Roger Williams to all who came within its borders.” To make 
a small point, the man was President of Rhode Island, not Governor, but the big point is to imagine how Rabbi Lewis can look right 
into people’s minds, people dead for centuries, and detect their true motives. This President Williams with an international 
reputation for religious openness who attracted the Jews to Rhode Island, I might point out, happens to be the same Reverend 
Williams who, we know, had pronounced his own wife, Mistress Mary Williams, and his own daughters, to be “unregenerate,” 
which meant that after Mary had prepared a meal for her family, she needed to take her daughters and be absent from the table while 
her husband blessed the meal and thanked God, alone. Then this tolerant man would allow his “unregenerate” family to return and 
break bread together and partake of the meal. (Although this practice would come to the attention of others who would chide the 
Reverend about it, remonstrances would be to no avail. Go figure.)

What is considerably more likely is that these immigrants had heard of the code of laws that had been enacted in Rhode Island in 
1647, which concluded as follows:

These are the laws that concern all men, and these are the
penalties for the transgressions thereof, which, by common
consent, are ratified and established through the whole Colony.
And otherwise than this (what is herein forbidden) all men may
walk as their consciences persuade them, every one in the name
of his GOD. AND LET THE LAMBS OF THE MOST HIGH WALK IN THIS COLONY WITHOUT
MOLESTATION, IN THE NAME OF JEHOVAH THEIR GOD, FOR EVER AND EVER.

However, that code of laws had been written, not by the great Reverend Williams, but by John Clarke with the assistance of William 
Dyer (Friend Mary Dyer’s husband). Presumably Rabbi Lewis did not grasp that point, because he was supposing the code of laws 
to have been enacted in 1674, six years after the settlement, rather than as it actually was, in 1647, eleven years before the settlement!

1659
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In Rhode Island, William Brenton was in charge. Dr. John Clarke was commissioned to secure a document 
from the new king, Charles II, that would both be consistent with the religious principles upon which the tiny 
colony was founded and also safeguard Rhode Island lands from encroachment by speculators and greedy 
neighbors. He succeeded admirably. The royal charter of 1663 guaranteed complete religious liberty, 
established a self-governing colony with total autonomy, and strengthened Rhode Island’s territorial claims. 
It was the most liberal charter to be issued by the mother country during the entire colonial era, a fact that 

5. Some of the members of this congregation, such as Aaron Lopez, would, like some of their Christian neighbors, even some of 
the members of the Religious Society of Friends, engage in the international slave trade. After their synagogue building, in what 
had become the bad part of town, had been deconsecrated, the empty and dilapidated structure, under a caretaker who was a Quaker, 
would find use occasionally, surreptitiously, for the harboring of escaping slaves as a station on the Underground Railroad. The 
edifice would be designated a national historical site in 1946.

–When you visit, and are proudly shown the must-see “secret hiding hole” underneath the lectern, be polite, as I was, and do not 
complicate matters by inquiring whether Newport’s Jews and Quakers participated in the international slave trade. 

(When you visit the largest Quaker meetinghouse in the world, almost next door to this synagogue — ditto, do not inquire into the 
sensitive topic of why they avoid mentioning to the white tourists that this structure had for about half a century served as a 
segregated black dancehall!)

1660
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enabled it to serve as Rhode Island’s basic law until May 1843.

Sir William Davenant’s Poem, to the King’s most sacred Majesty, to Charles II, and his The Siege of Rhodes, 
Part II.

Elder John Clarke presented two addresses to King Charles II of England regarding the colony of Rhode 
Island, informing the monarch that it desires “to be permitted to hold forth in a lively experiment that a 
flourishing civil state may stand, yea, and best be maintained, and that among English spirits, with a full liberty 
of religious concernments.” The colony was granted a new charter declaring that “no person within the said 
colony, at any time hereafter, shall be anywise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question for any 
differences of opinion or matters of religion.” (Commonly, in superficial accounts of Rhode Island history, this 
charter is credited to the efforts of Roger Williams. Evidently this is done in order to simplify the cast of 
characters.)

1663

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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April 29, Wednesday (Old Style): John Scot wrote from London to Captain Hutchinson in Rhode Island in regard to 
the standing in England of Elder John Clarke.

November 24, Tuesday (Old Style): There was great celebration at Newport, Rhode Island. Clearly, an attempt was 
being made to outdo even the elaborate reception that had been given in Providence to Roger Williams when 
he had paddled his canoe down the river to the colony with its Patent of 1644!

At a very great meeting and assembly, of the freemen of the
Colony of Providence Plantations, at Newport, in Rhode Island,
in New England, November the 24, 1663. The abovesaid assembly
being legally called and orderly met for the solemn reception
of his Majesty’s gracious letters patent unto them sent, and
having in order thereto chosen the President, Benedict Arnold,
moderator of the Assembly.
It was ordered and voted, neme contra decente. 1. That Mr. John
Clarke, the Colony agent’s letter to the President, assistants
and freemen of the Colony, be opened and read, which accordingly
was done with delivery and attention. 2. That the box in which
the King’s gracious letters were enclosed be opened, and the
letters with the broad seal thereto affixed, be taken forth and
read by Captain George Baxter in the audience and view of all
the people; which was accordingly done, and the said letters
with his Majesty’s royal stamp, and the broad seal, with much
becoming gravity held up on high, and presented to the perfect
view of the people, and then returned into the box and locked
up by the Governor, in order to the safe keeping of it. 3. That
the most humble thanks of this Colony unto our gracious
Sovereign Lord, King Charles the second, of England, for the
high and inestimable, yea, incomparable grace and favor unto the
colony, in giving these his gracious letters patent unto us,
thanks may be presented and returned by the Governor and Deputy
Governor, in the behalf of the whole Colony.

APRIL 29, 1663

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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July: Elder John Clarke returned from England to Rhode Island after an absence of more than a dozen years, to chair 
a committee to codify the laws of the colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and become chief 
commissioner for determining the colony’s western boundaries. He was elected to the General Assembly. (He 
would be re-elected year by year until 1669, when he would become the deputy-governor of the colony, and 
then would be again re-elected to the General Assembly in 1671.)

While Elder Clarke had been in England, acting as the colony’s agent in procuring the charter, to eke out his 
income he had engaged in preaching and writing, and had been compelled to mortgage his Newport assets for 
£140 in order to fund some of the colony’s debts. By his reckoning the colony was indebted to him to the tune 
of £343 13s. 6d., so to come up with this sum and satisfy other charges a tax of £600 was levied. (It would take 
quite awhile to accumulate this. In 1666 the assembly would be told of “very much of the aforesaid levy taken 
up, withheld or suspended upon other and later accounts,” and would enact that no-one might “fulfill” such a 
tax obligation by passing along a debt paper pertaining to someone else.)

May: In Rhode Island, Elder John Clarke was appointed “to compose all the laws into a good method and order, 
leaving out what may be superfluous, and adding what may appear unto him necessary.” “And after their 
composure, To Reveiw (sic): The Recorder, John Sanford, William Harris, John Greene.” The “Generall 
Sargent” was to be J ames Rogers and the “Generall Solissiter” was to be William Dyre (sic).

February 1, Wednesday (1670, Old Style): In Newport, Rhode Island John Clarke remarried with the widowed Jane 
Fletcher.

1664

1666

1671

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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In Rhode Island, Elder John Clarke retired from public life.

1672
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April 20, Thursday (Old Style): Boston observed a Fast Day or Day of Humiliation.

Six days earlier, Elder John Clarke had been summoned to attend a meeting of the General Assembly of Rhode 
Island, which had written him that it desired “to have the advice and concurrence of the most judicious 
inhabitants in the troublous times and straits into which the colony has been brought.” On this day he died in 
Newport, but not so suddenly as to be unable to make out a last will and testament. He left a confession of his 
Calvinist doctrine “so clear and Scriptural that [it] might stand as the confession of faith of Baptists to-day, 
after more than two centuries of experience and investigation”; nowadays some refer to him as the “Father of 
American Baptists.”6 His will has created a John Clarke Trust the income from which was to be used “for the 
relief of the poor or bringing up of children unto learning from time to time forever,” which may have been 
the genesis of the 1st free school in America and may have been the genesis of the 1st free school in the world. 
–So that you will know what to say if you want to get your hands on some of his beneficence: bone up on your 
Calvinist theology, as the document has instructed the three trustees and their successors in perpetuity to favor, 
in their distribution of the moneys, “those that fear the Lord.”

Philip F. Gura. A GLIMPSE OF SION’S GLORY: PURITAN RADICALISM IN NEW ENGLAND, 1620-1660. 
Middletown CT, 1984

Louis Franklin Asher. JOHN CLARKE (1609-1676): PIONEER IN AMERICAN MEDICINE, DEMOCRATIC IDEALS, AND 
CHAMPION OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. Pittsburgh, 1997.

1676

6. The grave of John Clarke is in the cemetery on Dr. Marcus Wheatland Boulevard across the street from the rear of the Newport 
Police Station. The church in which he served until his death is now known as the United Baptist Church, John Clarke Memorial 
— the current edifice on Spring Street dates to 1846. Some of Elder Clark’s words are engraved in stone on the west facade of the 
Rhode Island state capital in Providence:

That it is much on their hearts (if they may be permitted) to
hold forth a lively experiment, that a most flourishing civil
state may stand and best be maintained, and that among our
English subjects, with a full liberty in religious concernments.

1984

1997

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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The logic of this is: If you are forcing us to hurt ourselves, by fasting for a day, then we certainly need not be fast-idious about hurting you, by offing you.

Fast days or days of humilation were declared by Christian religiopolitical leaders, to mobilize the laity to desperate action, just as such devices are in our era employed by religiopolitical tacticians such as the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.
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Sydney V. James. JOHN CLARKE AND HIS LEGACIES: RELIGION AND LAW IN COLONIAL RHODE ISLAND, 1638-
1750. Edited by Theodore Dwight Bozeman. University Park PA: The Pennsylvania State UP, 1999.

Prior to his death in 1993, Sydney V. James, a specialist in
American colonial history at the University of Iowa, conducted
a meticulous archival inquiry and completed a manuscript that
comprehensively explored the career of John Clarke (1609-1676),
the physician and ardent Baptist who was a principal founder of
Rhode Island. James’s colleague on the Iowa faculty, Theodore
Dwight Bozeman, [has now] brought the manuscript to publication
by completing the documentation and revising the general
introduction and two chapter introductions. In conjunction with
Louis Franklin Asher’s recent study, JOHN CLARKE (1609-1676):
PIONEER IN AMERICAN MEDICINE, DEMOCRATIC IDEALS, AND CHAMPION OF RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY (Pittsburgh, 1997), James’s book provides scholars with
a full account of the known facts concerning one of the
significant early figures in New England religious and political
history. The main outlines of Clarke’s early career and
convictions have been known for many years, in no small part
because Clarke took some pains to present them in his diatribe
against the Massachusetts Bay establishment, ILL NEWES FROM NEW-
ENGLAND (London, 1652). Clarke and his wife had arrived in
Massachusetts in November 1637, in the midst of the controversy
over the “antinomian” views of Anne Hutchinson. Although Clarke
almost immediately took up the cause of Hutchinson and her
compatriots, he also found himself discouraged by the bitterness
of the dispute. With aid from Roger Williams and the approbation
of Plymouth, Clarke and others of the religiously disaffected
investigated Aquidneck (Rhode Island), and “the committee of
Antinomians bought rights to the island from the Indian owners”
and organized the migration of some eighty families from
Massachusetts (page 10). The Rhode Island settlers at first
sought to establish a narrowly defined oligarchy based upon what
they construed to be divine law. This initial political effort
soon foundered, and Rhode Island reshaped its government on
English law, adopting a policy of religious freedom in 1641 and
extending “political rights that made the Aquidneck towns a
full-scale democracy by 1655” (page 16). In James’s view, Clarke
participated in this process and actively advocated equal
political rights for male citizens, but, in general, Clarke “did
less to guide secular government in its progression to
democracy” than he did to lead a congregation that “sought to
establish a true church of Christ in the pattern of the Apostolic
era” (page 22). Although John Clarke may indeed have given
priority to religion over politics in the balance of his
commitments, he performed major service to the political
stability of the colony, which was embattled throughout the
middle decades of the century by internal contests over land
rights and disputes with neighboring colonies over boundaries.
These internal and external contestations over land and
political authority were a principal concern of Clarke’s long

1999
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sojourn in England (1651-1664), which he culminated in 1663 by
securing a new charter for Rhode Island from Charles II. Even
in this political achievement Clarke displayed his religious
priorities, as evident in his petitions to the king in 1662,
which “made religious liberty the main theme” (page 62). When
negotiations concluded the following year, the charter employed
a phrase from Clarke’s own earlier writings in which it famously
declared that Rhode Island’s citizens desired to conduct “a
livelie experiment” that a civil state may best endure and
flourish “with a full libertie in religious concernements” (page
82). James’s study of John Clarke documents does not resolve two
perennial questions in the interpretation of Puritanism. The
first question has to do with the theoretical ordering of the
“jungle-growth of opinions” (page 39) that flourished in the
radical Puritan milieu through which Clarke moved: Separatists,
Antinomians, Fifth Monarchists, Quakers, and various stripes of
Baptists. The favored interpretive strategy of 17th-Century
polemics, revived in our time by Philip F. Gura in A GLIMPSE OF
SION’S GLORY: PURITAN RADICALISM IN NEW ENGLAND, 1620-1660 (Middletown
CT, 1984), was to create a doctrinal taxonomy of radical groups
that identified each group by some quintessential tenet.
Although this [approach] provides a certain clarity, it fails
to capture the fluid recombination of beliefs and practices that
characterized radical congregations, a fluidity that is nicely
illustrated by James’s presentation of Clarke’s religious
activities and affiliations in the colonies and in England. The
second question has to do with the relation across the Puritan
spectrum between patterns of religious behavior and patterns of
political involvement. How, for instance, did Clarke understand
the relation between his avowal of the separation of church and
state, on the one hand, and his participation in English Fifth
Monarchy activities, on the other? How did he think about the
relation between the highly democratic deliberations that he
favored in his Baptist congregation and democratic principles
in civil politics? JOHN CLARKE AND HIS LEGACIES offers no
interpretive theory in response to such questions. At the same
time, it must be said that no interpretive theory could be
mounted apart from the detailed erudition displayed in this
book, and for that scholars of colonial America will remain in
the debt of Sydney James.7

7. Volume LVII, Number 2, William and Mary Quarterly Review of Books 2000, by Omohundro, Institute of Early American 
History and Culture.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: November 5, 2013

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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