PEOPLE MENTIONED IN WALDEN
ALEXANDER CHALMERS THE INCOMPETENT1

1.This is not the Reverend Dr. Thomas Chalmers whose MEMOIRS Aunt Maria Thoreau desired that Henry read in 1853.
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1642
During the English Civil War Sir John Denham, a Royalist, would serve as high sheriff of Surrey and governor
of Farnham Castle.
Sir John’s poem “Cooper’s Hill” described the Runnymede scenery in the vicinity of Sir John’s home at Egham
in Surrey. From atop Cooper’s Hill, about 18 miles outside London, we are able to view in one direction the
capital city, London, and in the other the magnificent royal digs, Windsor Castle. Sir John would rewrite his
poem many times during the political and cultural upheavals of civil war.

This seems to have been the initial celebration in English poetry of a particular geographic location.
The Runnymede is as we all know writ large in English history. In Greek mythology Mount Parnassus, abode
of the gods, was sacred to the muse of poetry while several springs on the slopes of Mount Heicon had shrines
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to the Muses:

A WEEK: The murmurs of many a famous river on the other side of
the globe reach even to us here, as to more distant dwellers on
its banks; many a poet’s stream floating the helms and shields of
heroes on its bosom. The Xanthus or Scamander is not a mere dry
channel and bed of a mountain torrent, but fed by the everflowing
springs of fame; —

PEOPLE OF

A WEEK

“And thou Simois, that as an arrowe, clere
Through Troy rennest, aie downward to the sea”; —
and I trust that I may be allowed to associate our muddy but much
abused Concord River with the most famous in history.
“Sure there are poets which did never dream
Upon Parnassus, nor did taste the stream
Of Helicon; we therefore may suppose
Those made not poets, but the poets those.”
SIR JOHN DENHAM
We don’t know exactly when or from what source Henry Thoreau had copied from this “Cooper’s Hill” poem
into his Literary Notebook, but we presume that it would have been in the period 1841-1844 and that his source
would have been Alexander Chalmers’s THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER;
INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON:
AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS, since Thoreau was making an attempt to read completely through
these 21 volumes “without skipping” and the poem is indeed in Volume VII of that source.

SIR JOHN DENHAM
When civil war broke out in England both the paternal and the maternal sides of the Dryden family took up
the cause of the Parliament rather than of the monarch. Since John Dryden was but 11 years of age in 1642, he
was presumably part of this or presumed to be part of this. John would later be known as a very pronounced
supporter of the monarchy — but we have no information as to the point in life at which he effected this change
in political allegiance.

JOHN DRYDEN’S POEMS
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1651
Bishop Henry King, D.D.’s THE PSALMES OF DAVID FROM THE NEW TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE, TURNED
INTO METER. The Bishop retired to the residence of Lady Anne Salter at Richings Park, just to the west of
London.
The prisoners of war Sir John Middleton, a 1st Earl, and Sir Edward Massey, who were Lieutenant Generals,
were taken to the Tower of London (they would escape). The prisoner of war Thomas Dalyell was also taken

to the Tower (he would escape in 1652). The prisoner of war Robert Montgomerie, a Major General, was also
taken there (he would escape in 1654). George Cooke escaped from the Tower. For all of this year Sir William
Davenant, who had been transferred from Cowes Castle on the Isle of Wight to the Tower, was awaiting there
a trial for high treason, while meanwhile his Gondibert, an heroick poem was being published.

WILLIAM DAVENANT
(Although the play would in fact get published, the trial would in fact not happen.) In its finished form the play
bore a dedicatory “Preface to his most honour’d friend Mr. Hobs” and Thomas Hobbes’s “The Answer of Mr.
Hobbes to Sr Will. D’Avenant’s Preface before Gondibert.” (The official 2d edition of 1653 would also include
“Certain Verses, written by severall of the author’s friends.”)
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Henry Thoreau would be reading this play, as part of “my attempt to read Chalmers’ collection of English
poetry without skipping,” on Election Day night in 1841, when Concord’s pranksters provided him relief by
setting fire to the old Breed place on the Walden Road.
WALDEN: Nearer yet to town, you come to Breed’s location, on the other side
of the way, just on the edge of the wood; ground famous for the pranks of
a demon not distinctly named in old mythology, who has acted a prominent
and astounding part in our New England life, and deserves, as much as any
mythological character, to have his biography written one day; who first
comes in the guise of a friend or hired man, and then robs and murders the
whole family, –New England Rum. But history must not yet tell the tragedies
enacted here; let time intervene in some measure to assuage and lend an
azure tint to them. Here the most indistinct and dubious tradition says
that once a tavern stood; the well the same, which tempered the traveller’s
beverage and refreshed his steed. Here then men saluted one another, and
heard and told the news, and went their ways again.
Breed’s hut was standing only a dozen years ago, though it had long been
unoccupied. It was about the size of mine. It was set on fire by
mischievous boys, one Election night, if I do not mistake. I lived on the
edge of the village then, and had just lost myself over Davenant’s
Gondibert, that winter that I labored with a lethargy, –which, by the way,
I never knew whether to regard as a family complaint, having an uncle who
goes to sleep shaving himself, and is obliged to sprout potatoes in a
cellar Sundays, in order to keep awake and keep the Sabbath, or as the
consequence of my attempt to read Chalmers’ collection of English poetry
without skipping. It fairly overcame my Nervii. I had just sunk my head on
this when the bells rung fire, and in hot haste the engines rolled that
way, led by a straggling troop of men and boys, and I among the foremost,
for I had leaped the brook. We thought it was far south over the woods, –
we who had run to fires before,– barn, shop, or dwelling-house, or all
together. “It’s Baker’s barn,” cried one. “It is the Codman Place,”
affirmed another. And then fresh sparks went up above the wood, as if the
roof fell in, and we all shouted “Concord to the rescue!” Wagons shot past
with furious speed and crushing loads, bearing, perchance, among the rest,
the agent of the Insurance Company, who was bound to go however far; and
ever and anon the engine bell tinkled behind, more slow and sure, and
rearmost of all, as it was afterward whispered, came they who set the fire
and gave the alarm. Thus we kept on like true idealists, rejecting the
evidence of our senses, until at a turn in the road we heard crackling and
actually felt the heat of the fire from over the wall, and realized, alas!
that we were there. The very nearness of the fire but cooled our ardor.
At first we thought to throw a frog-pond on to it; but concluded to let it
burn, it was so far gone and so worthless.
JOHN C. BREED
JOHN CODMAN
[next screen]
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WALDEN: So we stood round our engine, jostled one another, expressed our
sentiments through speaking trumpets, or in lower tone referred to the
great conflagrations which the world has witness, including Bascom’s shop,
and, between ourselves we thought that, were we there in season with our
“tub”, and a full frog-pond by, we could turn that threatened last and
universal one into another flood. We finally retreated without doing any
mischief, –returned to sleep and Gondibert. But as for Gondibert, I would
except that passage in the preface about wit being the soul’s powder, –
“but most of mankind are strangers to wit, as Indians are to powder.”
It chanced that I walked that way across the fields the following night,
about the same hour, and hearing a low moaning at this spot, I drew near
in the dark, and discovered the only survivor of the family that I know,
the heir of both its virtues and its vices, who alone was interested in
this burning, lying on his stomach and looking over the cellar wall at the
still smouldering cinders beneath, muttering to himself, as is his wont.
He had been working far off in the river meadows all day, and had improved
the first moments that he could call his own to visit the home of his
fathers and his youth. He gazed into the cellar from all sides and points
of view by turns, always lying down to it, as if there was some treasure,
which he remembered, concealed between the stones, where there was
absolutely nothing but a heap of bricks and ashes. The house being gone,
he looked at what there was left. He was soothed by the sympathy which
my mere presence implied, and showed me, as well as the darkness
permitted, where the well was covered up; which, thank Heaven, could never
be burned; and he groped long about the wall to find the well-sweep which
his father had cut and mounted, feeling for the iron hook or staple by
which a burden had been fastened to the heavy end, –all that he could now
cling to,– to convince me that it was no common “rider.” I felt it, and
still remark it almost daily in my walks, for by it hangs the history of
a family.
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April 14, Tuesday (Old Style): Joseph Addison’s “Cato, a Tragedy” was first staged.

“CATO, A TRAGEDY”
It would be repeated more than 20 times in London alone, and would be acclaimed both by the Whigs and by
the Tories. Marcus Porcius Cato Uticensis was being offered as a type case of republican virtue and liberty.
The play uses Roman history as a way to examine binaries such as individual liberty vs. government tyranny,
Republicanism vs. Monarchism, and logic vs. emotion, and would be republished in some 26 editions during
the course of the century. Cato is shown with his army at Utica just to the west of Carthage along the coast of
Africa in 46 BCE, as the army of longtime enemy Gaius Julius Caesar nears irresistibly after a battle at Thapsus
to the east of Carthage. Cato was not depicted onstage as stoically completing the job by pulling out his own
intestines. His suicide would enable Cato’s supporters to make their peace with the conqueror. Henry Thoreau
would include in WALDEN what seems to be a reference to a line in Act V, Scene 1, “does any divinity stir
within him?” that might seem to be a paraphrase of Addison’s line “’Tis the divinity that stirs within us.”
(Although Thoreau might have studied this play in 1837 or 1841 as part of his reading in the 21-volume edition
of English poetry created in 1810-1814 by Alexander Chalmers, THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM
CHAUCER TO COWPER; INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY
DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON: AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS, in fact we have no record of his having
checked out volume number 9, the volume in which this play appears, having a record only of his checking
out from the Harvard Library volumes number 1, 2, 3, 4, and 21.)
WALDEN: I sometimes wonder that we can be so frivolous,
I may almost say, as to attend to the gross but somewhat foreign
form of servitude called Negro Slavery, there are so many keen
and subtle masters that enslave both north and south. It is hard
to have a southern overseer; it is worse to have a northern one;
but worst of all when you are the slave-driver of yourself. Talk
of a divinity in man! Look at the teamster on the highway, wending
to market by day or night; does any divinity stir within him?
His highest duty to fodder and water his horses! What is his
destiny to him compared with the shipping interests? Does not he
drive for Squire Make-a-stir? How godlike, how immortal, is he?
See how he cowers and sneaks, how vaguely all the day he fears,
not being immortal nor divine, but the slave and prisoner of his
own opinion of himself, a fame won by his own deeds. Public
opinion is a weak tyrant compared with our own private opinion.
What a man thinks of himself, that it is which determines, or
rather indicates, his fate. Self-emancipation even in the West
Indian provinces of the fancy and imagination, –what Wilberforce
is there to bring that about?
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JOSEPH ADDISON
“CATO, A TRAGEDY”
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1759
March 29, Thursday: Alexander Chalmers was born in Aberdeen, Scotland.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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1797
Alexander Chalmers’s GLOSSARY TO SHAKESPEARE.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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Alexander Chalmers’s THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER; INCLUDING THE
DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON: AND THE MOST
APPROVED TRANSLATIONS, a revised and expanded version of Dr. Johnson’s 1779-1781 LIVES OF THE POETS,
began to come across the London presses of C. Wittingham. It would amount to 21 volumes and the printing
would require until 1814 to be complete. According to the Preface, this massive thingie was “a work professing
to be a Body of the Standard English Poets”2:
SERIES EDITED WITH PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY

2. When the massive collection would come finally to be reviewed in July 1814, the reviewer would, on the basis of Chalmers’s
selection of poems and poets, broadly denounce this editor as incompetent.
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PERUSE VOLUME I
PERUSE VOLUME III
PERUSE VOLUME IV
PERUSE VOLUME V
PERUSE VOLUME VI
PERUSE VOLUME VII
PERUSE VOLUME VIII
PERUSE VOLUME IX
PERUSE VOLUME X
PERUSE VOLUME XI
PERUSE VOLUME XII
PERUSE VOLUME XIII
PERUSE VOLUME XIV
PERUSE VOLUME XV
PERUSE VOLUME XVI
PERUSE VOLUME XVII
PERUSE VOLUME XVIII
PERUSE VOLUMEXIX
PERUSE VOLUME XX
PERUSE VOLUME XXI
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WALDEN: Breed’s hut was standing only a dozen years ago, though
it had long been unoccupied. It was about the size of mine. It
was set on fire by mischievous boys, one Election night, if I do
not mistake. I lived on the edge of the village then, and had just
lost myself over Davenant’s Gondibert, that winter that I labored
with a lethargy, –which, by the way, I never knew whether to
regard as a family complaint, having an uncle who goes to sleep
shaving himself, and is obliged to sprout potatoes in a cellar
Sundays, in order to keep awake and keep the Sabbath, or as the
consequence of my attempt to read Chalmers’ collection of English
poetry without skipping. It fairly overcame my Nervii. I had just
sunk my head on this when the bells rung fire, and in hot haste
the engines rolled that way, led by a straggling troop of men and
boys, and I among the foremost, for I had leaped the brook.
We thought it was far south over the woods, –we who had run to
fires before,– barn, shop, or dwelling-house, or all together.
“It’s Baker’s barn,” cried one. “It is the Codman Place,” affirmed
another. And then fresh sparks went up above the wood, as if the
roof fell in, and we all shouted “Concord to the rescue!” Wagons
shot past with furious speed and crushing loads, bearing,
perchance, among the rest, the agent of the Insurance Company,
who was bound to go however far; and ever and anon the engine bell
tinkled behind, more slow and sure, and rearmost of all, as it
was afterward whispered, came they who set the fire and gave the
alarm. Thus we kept on like true idealists, rejecting the evidence
of our senses, until at a turn in the road we heard crackling and
actually felt the heat of the fire from over the wall, and
realized, alas! that we were there. The very nearness of the fire
but cooled our ardor. At first we thought to throw a frog-pond on
to it; but concluded to let it burn, it was so far gone and so
worthless. So we stood round our engine, jostled one another,
expressed our sentiments through speaking trumpets, or in lower
tone referred to the great conflagrations which the world has
witness, including Bascom’s shop, and, between ourselves we
thought that, were we there in season with our “tub”, and a full
frog-pond by, we could turn that threatened last and universal
one into another flood. We finally retreated without doing any
mischief, –returned to sleep and Gondibert. But as for Gondibert,
I would except that passage in the preface about wit being the
soul’s powder, –“but most of mankind are strangers to wit,
as Indians are to powder.”

FIRE
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ALEXANDER CHALMERS
BASCOM & COLE
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THE ENGLISH POETS:

Joseph Addison, Akenside; Armstrong; Beattie; Francis Beaumont;
Sir J. Beaumont; Blacklock; Blackmore; Robert Blair; Boyse;
Brome; Brooke; Broome; Sir Thomas Browne; Charles Butler;
George Gordon, Lord Byron; Cambridge; Thomas Carew; Cartwright;
Cawthorne;
Chatterton;
Geoffrey
Chaucer;
Churchill;
William Collins;
William
Congreve;
Cooper;
Corbett;
Charles Cotton; Dr. Cotton; Abraham Cowley; William Cowper;
Crashaw;
Cunningham;
Daniel;
William
Davenant;
Davies;
Sir John Denham; Dodsley; John Donne; Dorset; Michael Drayton;
Sir William Drummond; John Dryden; Duke; Dyer; Falconer; Fawkes;
Fenton; Giles Fletcher; John Fletcher; Garth; Gascoigne; Gay;
Glover; Goldsmith; Gower; Grainger; Thomas Gray; Green;
William Habington; Halifax; William Hall; Hammond; Harte; Hughes;
Jago; Jenyns; Dr. Samuel Johnson; Jones; Ben Jonson; King;
Langhorne; Lansdowne; Lloyd; Logan; Lovibond; Lyttelton; Mallett;
Mason; William Julias Mickle; John Milton; Thomas Moore; Otway;
Parnell; A. Phillips; J. Phillips; Pitt; Pomfret; Alexander Pope;
Prior; Rochester; Roscommon; Rowe; Savage; Sir Walter Scott;
William Shakespeare; Sheffield; Shenstone; Sherburne; Skelton;
Smart; Smith; Somerville; Edmund Spenser; Sprat; Stepney;
Stirling; Suckling; Surrey; Jonathan Swift; James Thomson; W.
Thomson; Tickell; Turberville; Waller; Walsh; Warner; J. Warton;
T. Warton; Watts; West; P. Whitehead; W. Whitehead; Wilkie;
Wyatt; Yalden; Arthur Young.

TRANSLATIONS:

Alexander Pope’s Iliad & Odyssey; John Dryden’s Virgil & Juvenal;
Pitt’s Aeneid & Vida; Francis’ Horace; Rowe’s Lucan; Grainger’s
Albius
Tibullus;
Fawkes’
Theocritus,
Apollonius
Rhodius,
Coluthus, Anacreon, Sappho, Bion and Moschus, Museus; Garth’s
Ovid; Lewis’ Statius; Cooke’s Hesiod; Hoole’s Ariosto & Tasso;
William Julias Mickle’s Lusiad.

COMMENTARY:

William Julias Mickle’s “Inquiry into the Religion Tenets and
Philosophy of the Bramins,” which Thoreau encountered in 1841 in
Volume 21 (pages 713-33).

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.
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1812
From this year into 1817, Alexander Chalmers would be issuing the 32 volumes of his
GENERAL BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY, revising and expanding upon materials that had first appeared
in 11 volumes in 1761.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.
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1814
July: Finally, all 21 volumes of the set of English poetry THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER
COWPER; INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY DR. SAMUEL
JOHNSON: AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS had gone through the presses and were in the bookstores.
The reviewer of the volumes which Alexander Chalmers had begun to produce in 1810 roundly condemned
this editor, on the basis of the choices of poet and poem that had been made, as an incompetent.
TO

READ THIS REVIEW

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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1817
Alexander Chalmers’s THE BRITISH ESSAYISTS: WITH PREFACES HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL, in 45
volumes.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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1819
Another edition of the works of the Reverend William Paley was prepared, by Alexander Chalmers, with a
biography, in five volumes (London).
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Joseph Emerson Worcester edited a new edition of JOHNSON’S ENGLISH DICTIONARY AS IMPROVED BY TODD
CHALMERS, WITH WALKER ’S PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY COMBINED.

AND ABRIDGED BY

“THE POET” [Emerson’s ESSAYS, 2ND SERIES]: “I look in vain for the
poet whom I describe. We do not, with sufficient plainness, or
sufficient profoundness, address ourselves to life, nor dare we
chaunt our own times and social circumstance. If we filled the
day with bravery, we should not shrink from celebrating it. Time
and nature yield us many gifts, but not yet the timely man, the
new religion, the reconciler, whom all things await. Dante’s
praise is, that he dared to write his autobiography in colossal
cipher, or into universality. We have yet had no genius in
America, with tyrannous eye, which knew the value of our
incomparable materials, and saw, in the barbarism and materialism
of the times, another carnival of the same gods whose picture he
so much admires in Homer; then in the middle age; then in
Calvinism. Banks and tariffs, the newspaper and caucus, methodism
and unitarianism, are flat and dull to dull people, but rest on
the same foundations of wonder as the town of Troy, and the temple
of Delphos, and are as swiftly passing away. Our logrolling, our
stumps and their politics, our fisheries, our Negroes, and
Indians, our boasts, and our repudiations, the wrath of rogues,
and the pusillanimity of honest men, the northern trade, the
southern planting, the western clearing, Oregon, and Texas, are
yet unsung. Yet America is a poem in our eyes; its ample geography
dazzles the imagination, and it will not wait long for metres. If
I have not found that excellent combination of gifts in my
countrymen which I seek, neither could I aid myself to fix the
idea of the poet by reading now and then in Chalmers’s collection
of five centuries of English poets. These are wits, more than
poets, though there have been poets among them. But when we adhere
to the ideal of the poet, we have our difficulties even with
Milton and Homer. Milton is too literary, and Homer too literal
and historical.”
ALEXANDER CHALMERS
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1834
December 10, Wednesday: Joseph Emerson Worcester replied moderately and specifically and factually to
the accusations that he had been plagiarizing the work of Noah Webster.
Sir Robert Peel, 2d Baronet, took over as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from Arthur Wellesley, Duke
of Wellington, who had for three weeks been acting for him (because at the time of the dismissal of Lord
Melbourne in November, he had been in Italy).
William Gladstone would be appointed Junior Lord of the Treasury in Peel’s 1st ministry.
Alexander Chalmers died in London after having produced, in addition to the materials already cited, editions
of the works of the Scottish poet and philosopher James Beattie, the novels of Henry Fielding, and the
historical treatises of Edward Gibbon.
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1837
January 9, Monday: David Henry Thoreau checked out, from Harvard Library, the 3d volume of the 21volume set edited by Alexander Chalmers, THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER;
INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON:
AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS. THE ADDITIONAL LIVES BY ALEXANDER CHALMERS IN TWENTYONE VOLUMES (London, 1810).

PERUSE VOLUME III
Thoreau would extract from this volume Samuel Daniel’s Philotas, Philocosmus, and Musophilus into his
literary notebook, and from there the material would be making its way into A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND
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MERRIMACK RIVERS, in the “Sunday” and “Monday” chapters.

SAMUEL DANIEL
He also extracted from “To the Lady Margaret, Countess of Cumberland” into his literary notebook, and from
there into A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS, and into “A Plea for Captain John Brown.”3

SAMUEL DANIEL
3. He also extracted from “Ulysses and the Syren,” “History of the Civil Wars,” “To Lucy Countess of Bedford,” “To the Lady Anne
Clifford,” “To Henry Wrothesly, Early of Southampton,” and “Hymen’s Triumph to the Queen” into his literary notebook.
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“A PLEA FOR CAPTAIN JOHN BROWN”: One writer says that Brown’s peculiar
monomania made him to be “dreaded by the Missourians as a
supernatural being.” Sure enough, a hero in the midst of us
cowards is always so dreaded. He is just that thing. He shows
himself superior to nature. He has a spark of divinity in him.
“Unless above himself he can
Erect himself, how poor a thing is man!”

A WEEK: Men do not fail commonly for want of knowledge, but for
want of prudence to give wisdom the preference. What we need to
know in any case is very simple. It is but too easy to establish
another durable and harmonious routine. Immediately all parts of
nature consent to it. Only make something to take the place of
something, and men will behave as if it was the very thing they
wanted. They must behave, at any rate, and will work up any
material. There is always a present and extant life, be it better
or worse, which all combine to uphold.We should be slow to mend,
my friends, as slow to require mending, “Not hurling, according
to the oracle, a transcendent foot towards piety.” The language
of excitement is at best picturesque merely. You must be calm
before you can utter oracles. What was the excitement of the
Delphic priestess compared with the calm wisdom of Socrates? — or
whoever it was that was wise. — Enthusiasm is a supernatural
serenity.
“Men find that action is another thing
Than what they in discoursing papers read;
The world’s affairs require in managing
More arts than those wherein you clerks proceed.”

SAMUEL DANIEL
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A WEEK: Though we know well, “That ’t is not in the power of kings
[or presidents] to raise A spirit for verse that is not born
thereto, Nor are they born in every prince’s days”; yet spite of
all they sang in praise of their “Eliza’s reign,” we have evidence
that poets may be born and sing in our day, in the presidency of
James K. Polk,
“And that the utmost powers of English rhyme,”
Were not “within her peaceful reign confined.”

The prophecy of the poet Daniel is already how much more than
fulfilled!
“And who in time knows whither we may vent
The treasure of our tongue? To what strange shores
This gain of our best glory shall be sent,
T’ enrich unknowing nations with our stores?
What worlds in th’ yet unformed occident,
May come refined with the accents that are ours.”

Enough has been said in these days of the charm of fluent writing.
We hear it complained of some works of genius, that they have fine
thoughts, but are irregular and have no flow. But even the
mountain peaks in the horizon are, to the eye of science, parts
of one range. We should consider that the flow of thought is more
like a tidal wave than a prone river, and is the result of a
celestial influence, not of any declivity in its channel. The
river flows because it runs down hill, and flows the faster the
faster it descends. The reader who expects to float down stream
for the whole voyage, may well complain of nauseating swells and
choppings of the sea when his frail shore-craft gets amidst the
billows of the ocean stream, which flows as much to sun and moon
as lesser streams to it. But if we would appreciate the flow that
is in these books, we must expect to feel it rise from the page
like an exhalation, and wash away our critical brains like burr
millstones, flowing to higher levels above and behind ourselves.
There is many a book which ripples on like a freshet, and flows
as glibly as a mill-stream sucking under a causeway; and when
their authors are in the full tide of their discourse, Pythagoras
and Plato and Jamblichus halt beside them. Their long, stringy,
slimy sentences are of that consistency that they naturally flow
and run together. They read as if written for military men, for
men of business, there is such a despatch in them. Compared with
these, the grave thinkers and philosophers seem not to have got
their swaddling-clothes off; they are slower than a Roman army in
its march, the rear camping to-night where the van camped last
night. The wise Jamblichus eddies and gleams like a watery slough.
“How many thousands never heard the name
Of Sidney, or of Spenser, or their books?
And yet brave fellows, and presume of fame,
And seem to bear down all the world with looks.”

SAMUEL DANIEL
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PYTHAGORAS
PLATO
JAMBLICHUS
Thoreau also checked out (a 2d time, as he had already checked out this book) the 2d edition of Samuel
Bailey’s ESSAYS ON THE FORMATION AND PUBLICATION OF OPINIONS.

BAILEY’S OPINIONS

(This is indeed rare: on this new reading, scholars have discovered, as on the first pass in 1834, Thoreau took
no notes. There is nothing in any of his published writings and there is nothing in any of his commonplace
books to indicate that our guy had noted in this volume any thought whatever of any value to him. –Perhaps
the fact that this philosophy baked none of his bread reveals something about him to us.)
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March: David Henry Thoreau studied Geoffrey Chaucer, consulting the 1st volume of the 1818 Alexander
Chalmers anthology.4
WALDEN: I do not propose to write an ode to dejection, but to brag
as lustily as chanticleer in the morning, standing on his roost,
if only to wake my neighbors up.
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GEOFFREY CHAUCER
CHANTICLEER

PERUSE VOLUME I

4.

THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER; INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH
DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON: AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS.
THE ADDITIONAL LIVES BY ALEXANDER CHALMERS IN TWENTY-ONE VOLUMES. London, 1810.

PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY
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March 13, Monday: Having previously checked out, from Harvard Library, the 3d volume of Alexander
Chalmers’s 1810 anthology, THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER,5 David Henry
Thoreau on this date checked out the 1st volume.

PERUSE VOLUME I

5.

THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER; INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH
DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON: AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS.
THE ADDITIONAL LIVES BY ALEXANDER CHALMERS IN TWENTY-ONE VOLUMES. London, 1810.

PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY
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During this month he would be studied Geoffrey Chaucer.
WALDEN: I do not propose to write an ode to dejection, but to brag
as lustily as chanticleer in the morning, standing on his roost,
if only to wake my neighbors up.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

GEOFFREY CHAUCER
CHANTICLEER

Thoreau supplemented his borrowings from the college library by checking out, from the library of the
“Institute of 1770,” the 1st volume (again) of Edward Gibbon’s THE HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF
THE ROMAN EMPIRE (London 1807, 1820, 1821),

GIBBON, DECLINE & FALL I
Henry Theodore Tuckerman’s ITALIAN SKETCH BOOK (1st edition, Philadelphia, 1835, anonymous; 2d
edition, enlarged, Boston, 1837), and Bishop Thomas Percy (1729-1811)’s RELIQUES OF ANCIENT ENGLISH
POETRY (compiled 1765, reprinted Philadelphia, 1823; presumably this time it was the 2d of the three volumes
that was being checked out).
http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/percyboy.htm
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1841
During approximately this year Henry Thoreau made entries in his 1st Commonplace Book in regard to poems
by William Collins, which he was perusing in the pages of Volume 13 of Alexander Chalmers’s THE WORKS
OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER:
— “Eclogue II. Hassan; or the Camel-Driver” (which would appear in EXCURSIONS 139-140)
— “Oriental Eclogues”
— “Ode to Evening”
— “Ode on the Death of Mr. Thomas”
— “Ode on the Popular Superstitions of the Highlands; Considered as the Subject of Poetry”6

PERUSE VOLUME XIII

WILLIAM COLLINS
We also discover a copy of Jasper Heywood’s “Looke on Yon Leafe” in these pages, although we do not know
from what source Thoreau copied (it is not in A PARADISE OF DAINTY DEVICES).

6. It should give us pause, that here we find Thoreau consulting Volume 13, a volume which we have no record of his having checked
out from the library — clearly the extant record of the books Thoreau consulted, despite its impressiveness, must be merely partial.
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May 24, Wednesday: William Whiting was born in Dudley, Massachusetts. In 1873 he would be a member of the
Massachusetts state senate. In 1878 he would be the mayor of Holyoke, Massachusetts. In 1883/1889 he would
be a U.S. Representative from Massachusetts 11th District. He would die in Holyoke, Massachusetts on
January 9, 1911 and the body would be placed at Forestdale Cemetery in Holyoke.
Election Day night was considered to be an appropriate occasion for drunkenness and celebration, and thus for
high-spirited pranks and for the settling of old scores. Henry Thoreau was living with the Emersons and was
up very late, studying, when he heard the fire bell clanging, jumped over Mill Brook, and ran out in advance
of the fire “tub” or wagon, which would presumably have been manned by his father John Thoreau, Senior as
a regular member of the Concord volunteer fire brigade.
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[next screen]
WALDEN: Nearer yet to town, you come to Breed’s location, on the other side
of the way, just on the edge of the wood; ground famous for the pranks of
a demon not distinctly named in old mythology, who has acted a prominent
and astounding part in our New England life, and deserves, as much as any
mythological character, to have his biography written one day; who first
comes in the guise of a friend or hired man, and then robs and murders the
whole family, –New England Rum. But history must not yet tell the tragedies
enacted here; let time intervene in some measure to assuage and lend an
azure tint to them. Here the most indistinct and dubious tradition says
that once a tavern stood; the well the same, which tempered the traveller’s
beverage and refreshed his steed. Here then men saluted one another, and
heard and told the news, and went their ways again.
Breed’s hut was standing only a dozen years ago, though it had long been
unoccupied. It was about the size of mine. It was set on fire by
mischievous boys, one Election night, if I do not mistake. I lived on the
edge of the village then, and had just lost myself over Davenant’s
Gondibert, that winter that I labored with a lethargy, –which, by the way,
I never knew whether to regard as a family complaint, having an uncle who
goes to sleep shaving himself, and is obliged to sprout potatoes in a
cellar Sundays, in order to keep awake and keep the Sabbath, or as the
consequence of my attempt to read Chalmers’ collection of English poetry
without skipping. It fairly overcame my Nervii. I had just sunk my head on
this when the bells rung fire, and in hot haste the engines rolled that
way, led by a straggling troop of men and boys, and I among the foremost,
for I had leaped the brook. We thought it was far south over the woods, –
we who had run to fires before,– barn, shop, or dwelling-house, or all
together. “It’s Baker’s barn,” cried one. “It is the Codman Place,”
affirmed another. And then fresh sparks went up above the wood, as if the
roof fell in, and we all shouted “Concord to the rescue!” Wagons shot past
with furious speed and crushing loads, bearing, perchance, among the rest,
the agent of the Insurance Company, who was bound to go however far; and
ever and anon the engine bell tinkled behind, more slow and sure, and
rearmost of all, as it was afterward whispered, came they who set the fire
and gave the alarm. Thus we kept on like true idealists, rejecting the
evidence of our senses, until at a turn in the road we heard crackling and
actually felt the heat of the fire from over the wall, and realized, alas!
that we were there. The very nearness of the fire but cooled our ardor.
At first we thought to throw a frog-pond on to it; but concluded to let it
burn, it was so far gone and so worthless.
JOHN C. BREED
JOHN CODMAN
The cellar hole of this habitation is located just into the Walden Woods off the northern end of what is now the
Fairyland parking lot on Walden Street.
ALEXANDER CHALMERS
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WALDEN: So we stood round our engine, jostled one another, expressed our
sentiments through speaking trumpets, or in lower tone referred to the
great conflagrations which the world has witness, including Bascom’s shop,
and, between ourselves we thought that, were we there in season with our
“tub”, and a full frog-pond by, we could turn that threatened last and
universal one into another flood. We finally retreated without doing any
mischief, –returned to sleep and Gondibert. But as for Gondibert, I would
except that passage in the preface about wit being the soul’s powder, –
“but most of mankind are strangers to wit, as Indians are to powder.”
It chanced that I walked that way across the fields the following night,
about the same hour, and hearing a low moaning at this spot, I drew near
in the dark, and discovered the only survivor of the family that I know,
the heir of both its virtues and its vices, who alone was interested in
this burning, lying on his stomach and looking over the cellar wall at the
still smouldering cinders beneath, muttering to himself, as is his wont.
He had been working far off in the river meadows all day, and had improved
the first moments that he could call his own to visit the home of his
fathers and his youth. He gazed into the cellar from all sides and points
of view by turns, always lying down to it, as if there was some treasure,
which he remembered, concealed between the stones, where there was
absolutely nothing but a heap of bricks and ashes. The house being gone,
he looked at what there was left. He was soothed by the sympathy which
my mere presence implied, and showed me, as well as the darkness
permitted, where the well was covered up; which, thank Heaven, could never
be burned; and he groped long about the wall to find the well-sweep which
his father had cut and mounted, feeling for the iron hook or staple by
which a burden had been fastened to the heavy end, –all that he could now
cling to,– to convince me that it was no common “rider.” I felt it, and
still remark it almost daily in my walks, for by it hangs the history of
a family.
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November 29, Monday: Henry Thoreau, having previously checked out from Harvard Library the 1st and 3d volumes
of Alexander Chalmers’s THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER, on this date
checked out the 21st and final volume of the set.

PERUSE VOLUME XXI
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Thoreau also checked out, again, the Reverend John Josias Conybeare’s ILLUSTRATIONS OF ANGLO-SAXON
POETRY, EDITED, WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES, INTRODUCTORY NOTICES, &C., BY HIS BROTHER WILLIAM DANIEL
CONYBEARE (London: Harding and Lepard, 1826).

(He also checked out one or another miscellaneous collection bearing the title POETICAL TRACTS.)
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Thoreau also checked out Sharon Turner’s THE HISTORY OF THE MANNERS, LANDED PROPERTY,
GOVERNMENT, LAWS, POETRY, LITERATURE, RELIGION, AND LANGUAGE, OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS (London:
Longman, Hurst, Rees, & Orme, Paternoster Row. 1807).

Since we do not have the 2-volume 1807 edition accessed by Emerson from the Boston Athenaeum and by
Thoreau from the Harvard Library available electronically, here we present you instead with the 3-volume
edition of 1836 (see following screen).
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SHARON TURNER, I
SHARON TURNER, II
SHARON TURNER, III
Nov. 29 [1841]. Cambridge. — One must fight his way, after a fashion, even in the most civil and polite
society. The most truly kind and gracious have to be won by a sort of valor, for the seeds of suspicion seem to
lurk in every spadeful of earth, as well as those of confidence. The president and librarian turn the cold shoulder
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to your application, though they are known for benevolent persons. They wonder if you can be anything but a
thief, contemplating frauds on the library. It is the instinctive and salutary principle of self-defense; that which
makes the cat show her talons when you take her by the paw.
Certainly that valor which can open the hearts of men is superior to that which can only open the gates of cities.
You must always let people see that they serve themselves more than you, — not by your ingratitude, but by
sympathy and congratulation.
The twenty-first volume of Chalmers’s English Poets contains Hoole’s and Alickle’s Translations. In the shape
o£ a note to the Seventh Book of the Lusiad, Mickle has written a long “Inquiry into the Religious Tenets and
Philosophy of the Bramins.”7

December 6, Monday: Having previously checked out, from Harvard Library, the 1st, 3rd, and 21st volumes of
Alexander Chalmers’s THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER, Henry Thoreau
on this date checked out the 2d and 4th volumes.

PERUSE VOLUME II
PERUSE VOLUME IV
Thoreau also checked out the three volumes of Joseph Ritson’s ANCIENT ENGLEISH [sic] METRICAL
ROMANCES. SELECTED AND PUBLISH’D BY JOSEPH RITSON. (London: printed by W. Bulmer and Company; for
G. and W. Nicol, 1802).
Meanwhile, in Cabul, Afghanistan, the British colonial troops garrisoning Mahomed Shereef’s fort sneaked
away, the men of Her Majesty’s 44th foot regiment apparently being the first to abscond. Troops of that same
regiment who were garrisoning the bazar village were with difficulty prevented from also absconding.
Because she had refused for five months to come to court to be questioned in divorce proceedings, Maria
Petrovna, estranged wife of Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka, was questioned at home. She denied that she had gotten
married with Nikolai Nikolayevich Vasilchikov.
Two orchestral works by Robert Schumann were performed for the first time, in Leipzig: Symphony no.4 (first
performed as Symphony no.2) and Overture, Scherzo and Finale op.52. Franz Liszt’s Studentenlied aus
Goethes Faust for male chorus was performed for the initial time on the same evening. Clara Schumann played
duets with Liszt, who was the star of the evening.

7. William Julius Mickle’s translation of Luís Vaz de Camões’s OS LUSÍADAS:

CAMOEN’S LUSIAD
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1843
In Ireland, Daniel O’Connell was staging Monster Meetings (he would be imprisoned on account of his
patriotism).
The black smut of the late blight fungus was observed on potato leaves near Philadelphia. For a long time we
had presumed that this must have originated in the central highlands of Mexico, in the vicinity of the Toluca
Valley where it has always afflicted a number of Mexican plants of the same genus and where even today it is
quite impossible to grow potatoes. (We now know, based on genetic markers, that it is more likely to have
originated in Peru.) It is probable that this fungus had made its way to Europe from the New World by way of
a plant collector, perhaps one like the Poinsett who would bring back the poinsettia from the war against
Mexico, a collector who lived in the northeastern United States. At this time the government of the province
of West Flanders began to import fresh varieties of potatoes from both North and South America, and to make
field trials of these novel cultivars. These field trials would continue during the growing seasons of 1844 and
1845, up to the point at which all such crops were being destroyed by the “late blight” fungus which had been
introduced from the Americas.

Human selection of potato and tomato cultivars for lessened bitterness may have resulted in greater
vulnerability to infection by Phytophthora. Native potatoes and wild tomatoes possess much higher levels of
the phytoalexin alkaloid and tend to be much more resistant to infection. However, among the infection
organisms, Phytophthora in particular seems to have evolved a way in which to slip past the poisonous potato
and tomato steroidal alkaloids which are effective in protecting these plants against many other varieties of
microorganisms. We should beware of the scare stories which have it that Europeans were simply being foolish
in the 16th Century, when they resisted the introduction of potatoes and tomatoes to their diet — as the potatoes
then and the tomatoes then may have been substantially more bitter and substantially more poisonous and
allergenic than the potatoes and tomatoes being grown nowadays. One of our attempts to breed a less
vulnerable potato, the Lenape, has had to be withdrawn from the market because it proved to be far too toxic
to humans. There is a substantial correlation between the very serious spina bifida and anencephaly birth
defects and years in which potato blight has been widespread in the British Isles. Were potatoes to be
introduced today as a new and novel food crop, they would have to be subjected to a long and careful period
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of evaluation by our Food and Drug Administration. After a year in which people have been reduced to eating
deteriorated potatoes, there is ordinarily a year in which significant numbers of human infants are stillborn or
born deformed. The suspicion is that this is caused by an accumulation of the chemical solanidine in the
mother’s liver, and its liberation and transfer to her fetus during the 3d or 4th week of gestation while the
fetus’s neural tube is closing. The concentrations of this dangerous alkaloid are highest in the spring after
winter storage of the potato crop, and highest in the vicinity of the potato’s eyes while it is sprouting. It has
been noticed that stored potatoes which have been infected by Phytophthora infestans begin to sprout earlier
in the spring than uninfected potatoes. After a blight year, in the late spring just at the point at which the food
need is highest and the last of the old stored potatoes are about to be replaced by the first of the new potatoes,
the risk of generating deformed babies reaches its peak.
THE NIGHTSHADES (SOLANACEAE)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

— Potato Solanum tuberosum
— Tomato Lycopersicon esculentum
— chili peppers
— eggplant
— deadly nightshade
— Tobacco Nicotiana tabacum
— henbane
— Jimson weed
— petunia
— plus some 2,000 other species grouped into 75 genera
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Therefore it is strongly recommended that girls, and women who are not yet out of their reproductive
years, should never nowadays (except of course under conditions of absolute starvation) consume
potatoes from which they have had to rub off the sprouts with their hands (as a Thoreau uncle was
described, in Walden, as having done):
WALDEN: Breed’s hut was standing only a dozen years ago, though
it had long been unoccupied. It was about the size of mine. It
was set on fire by mischievous boys, one Election night, if I do
not mistake. I lived on the edge of the village then, and had just
lost myself over Davenant’s Gondibert, that winter that I labored
with a lethargy, –which, by the way, I never knew whether to
regard as a family complaint, having an uncle who goes to sleep
shaving himself, and is obliged to sprout potatoes in a cellar
Sundays, in order to keep awake and keep the Sabbath, or as the
consequence of my attempt to read Chalmers’ collection of English
poetry without skipping. It fairly overcame my Nervii. I had just
sunk my head on this when the bells rung fire, and in hot haste
the engines rolled that way, led by a straggling troop of men and
boys, and I among the foremost, for I had leaped the brook.
We thought it was far south over the woods, –we who had run to
fires before,– barn, shop, or dwelling-house, or all together.
“It’s Baker’s barn,” cried one. “It is the Codman Place,” affirmed
another. And then fresh sparks went up above the wood, as if the
roof fell in, and we all shouted “Concord to the rescue!” Wagons
shot past with furious speed and crushing loads, bearing,
perchance, among the rest, the agent of the Insurance Company,
who was bound to go however far; and ever and anon the engine bell
tinkled behind, more slow and sure, and rearmost of all, as it
was afterward whispered, came they who set the fire and gave the
alarm. Thus we kept on like true idealists, rejecting the evidence
of our senses, until at a turn in the road we heard crackling and
actually felt the heat of the fire from over the wall, and
realized, alas! that we were there. The very nearness of the fire
but cooled our ardor. At first we thought to throw a frog-pond on
to it; but concluded to let it burn, it was so far gone and so
worthless. So we stood round our engine, jostled one another,
expressed our sentiments through speaking trumpets, or in lower
tone referred to the great conflagrations which the world has
witness, including Bascom’s shop, and, between ourselves we
thought that, were we there in season with our “tub”, and a full
frog-pond by, we could turn that threatened last and universal
one into another flood. We finally retreated without doing any
mischief, –returned to sleep and Gondibert. But as for Gondibert,
I would except that passage in the preface about wit being the
soul’s powder, –“but most of mankind are strangers to wit,
as Indians are to powder.”

FIRE

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

INSURANCE
NARCOLEPSY

ALEXANDER CHALMERS
BASCOM & COLE
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These toxic compounds are not removed by boiling, and in fact seem to be concentrated by the process of
frying in oil. Also, therefore, they should never ingest such foods as “fish and chips” and “french fries,” for
such commercially prepared potatoes may have been purchased for bulk processing because they were cheap,
low-grade “old crop” potatoes which had begun to sprout: their sprouts would be automatically knocked off
by peeling machinery. Tests using golden hamsters suggest that infant deformation may be minimized by
ensuring that every woman or girl who might become pregnant receives constant elevated levels of vitamin C
— perhaps because the C vitamin has a tendency to clear these toxic accumulations of solanidine from the
liver.8

8. For more on this challenging topic, consult J.H. Renwick’s “Our Ascorbate Defense Against the Solanaceae,” pages 567-76 in
D’Arcy, William G. (ed.), SOLANACEAE: BIOLOGY AND SYSTEMATICS (NY: Columbia UP, 1986).
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1844
January 17, Wednesday: Waldo Emerson checked out from Harvard Library, for Henry Thoreau, the 6th volume of
Alexander Chalmers’s 1810 anthology, THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER,9
the volume that contains William Browne’s “Britannia’s Pastorals” (1613) and “The Shepherd’s Pipe” (1614),
Francis Beaumont’s THE HONEST MAN’S FORTUNE, Richard Crashaw’s “Sospetto d’Herode,” Charles
Cotton’s “The World,” “The Morning Quatrains,” “Evening Quatrains,” “The Tempest,” “On the Death of the
Most Noble Thomas Earl of Ossory,” and “Contentment,” the poetry of Sir John Beaumont, Sir William
Davenant’s preface to “Gondibert,” the poetry of Giles Fletcher and Phineas Fletcher, William Habington’s
“To Roses in the Bosome of Castara,” and Sir John Birkenhead’s “On the Happy Collection of Mr.
FLETCHER’S Works, never before printed.”

PERUSE

VOLUME VI

JOHN BIRKENHEAD
WILLIAM BROWNE
CHARLES COTTON
RICHARD CRASHAW
WILLIAM DAVENANT
GILES FLETCHER
PHINEAS FLETCHER
WILLIAM HABINGTON
Thoreau would make notes on this reading in his Literary Notebook and Miscellaneous Extracts.10

9.

THE WORKS OF THE ENGLISH POETS, FROM CHAUCER TO COWPER; INCLUDING THE SERIES EDITED WITH
DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON: AND THE MOST APPROVED TRANSLATIONS.
THE ADDITIONAL LIVES BY ALEXANDER CHALMERS IN TWENTY-ONE VOLUMES. London, 1810.

PREFACES, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL, BY

10. See page 320 of the William Browne text.

HDT

THE PEOPLE OF WALDEN:

WHAT?

INDEX

ALEXANDER CHALMERS

PEOPLE MENTIONED IN WALDEN
WALDEN: Breed’s hut was standing only a dozen years ago, though
it had long been unoccupied. It was about the size of mine. It
was set on fire by mischievous boys, one Election night, if I do
not mistake. I lived on the edge of the village then, and had just
lost myself over Davenant’s Gondibert, that winter that I labored
with a lethargy, –which, by the way, I never knew whether to
regard as a family complaint, having an uncle who goes to sleep
shaving himself, and is obliged to sprout potatoes in a cellar
Sundays, in order to keep awake and keep the Sabbath, or as the
consequence of my attempt to read Chalmers’ collection of English
poetry without skipping. It fairly overcame my Nervii. I had just
sunk my head on this when the bells rung fire, and in hot haste
the engines rolled that way, led by a straggling troop of men and
boys, and I among the foremost, for I had leaped the brook. We
thought it was far south over the woods, –we who had run to fires
before,– barn, shop, or dwelling-house, or all together. “It’s
Baker’s barn,” cried one. “It is the Codman Place,” affirmed
another. And then fresh sparks went up above the wood, as if the
roof fell in, and we all shouted “Concord to the rescue!” Wagons
shot past with furious speed and crushing loads, bearing,
perchance, among the rest, the agent of the Insurance Company,
who was bound to go however far; and ever and anon the engine bell
tinkled behind, more slow and sure, and rearmost of all, as it
was afterward whispered, came they who set the fire and gave the
alarm. Thus we kept on like true idealists, rejecting the evidence
of our senses, until at a turn in the road we heard crackling and
actually felt the heat of the fire from over the wall, and
realized, alas! that we were there. The very nearness of the fire
but cooled our ardor. At first we thought to throw a frog-pond on
to it; but concluded to let it burn, it was so far gone and so
worthless. So we stood round our engine, jostled one another,
expressed our sentiments through speaking trumpets, or in lower
tone referred to the great conflagrations which the world has
witness, including Bascom’s shop, and, between ourselves we
thought that, were we there in season with our “tub”, and a full
frog-pond by, we could turn that threatened last and universal
one into another flood. We finally retreated without doing any
mischief, –returned to sleep and Gondibert. But as for Gondibert,
I would except that passage in the preface about wit being the
soul’s powder, –“but most of mankind are strangers to wit, as
Indians are to powder.”
DAVENANT
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Gazed on the Heavens for what he missed on Earth.
— Britania’s Pastorals.
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WILLIAM BROWNE
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Man is man’s foe and destiny.
— COTTON.

WALDEN

CHARLES COTTON

The World.
ODE.
I
Fy! What a wretched World is this?
Nothing but anguish, griefs, and fears,
Where, who does best, must do amiss,
Frailty the Ruling Power bears
In this our dismal Vale of Tears.

II
Oh! who would live, that could but dye,
Dye honestly, and as he shou’d,
Since to contend with misery
Will do the wisest Man no good,
Misfortune will not be withstood.

III
The most that helpless man can do
Towards the bett’ring his Estate
Is but to barter woe for woe,
And he ev’n there attempts too late,
So absolute a Prince is Fate.

IV
But why do I of Fate complain;
Man might live happy, if not free,
And Fortunes shocks with ease sustain,
If Man would let him happy be:

Man is Man’s Foe, and Destiny.

V
And that Rib Woman, though she be
But such a little little part;
Is yet a greater Fate than he,
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And has the Power, or the Art
To break his Peace; nay break his Heart.

VI
Ah, glorious Flower, lovely piece
Of superfine refined Clay,
Thou poyson’st only with a Kiss,
And dartest an auspicious Ray
On him thou meanest to betray.

VII
These are the World, and these are they
That Life does so unpleasant make,
Whom to avoid there is no way
But the wild Desart straight to take,
And there to husband the last stake.

VIII
Fly to the empty Desarts then,
For so you leave the World behind,
There’s no World where there are no Men,
And Brutes more civil are, and kind,
Than Man whose Reason Passions blind.

IX
For should you take an Hermitage,
Tho’ you might scape from other wrongs,
Yet even there you bear the rage
Of venemous, and slanderous tongues,
Which to the Innocent belongs.

X
Grant me then, Heav’n, a wilderness,
And there an endless Solitude,
Where though Wolves howl, and Serpents hiss,
Though dang’rous, ’tis not half so rude
As the ungovern’d Multitude.

XI
And Solitude in a dark Cave,
Where all things husht, and silent be,
Resembleth so the quiet Grave,
That there I would prepare to flee,
With Death, that hourly waits for me.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING, HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

The People of Walden
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2014. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: June 9, 2014
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

