
SHAWOMET (WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND)

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it ain’t
like what I see ivry day in Halsted Street. If any wan
comes along with a histhry iv Greece or Rome that’ll
show me th’ people fightin’, gettin’ dhrunk, makin’
love, gettin’ married, owin’ th’ grocery man an’ bein’
without hard coal, I’ll believe they was a Greece or
Rome, but not befur.”

— Dunne, Finley Peter,
OBSERVATIONS BY MR. DOOLEY,
New York, 1902
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It would appear that the Niantic had been driven out of the region that eventually would become Connecticut 
by the Pequot at some point late in the 16th Century, to the southern coast of the region that eventually would 
become Rhode Island where they lived near what is now Charlestown and Westerly. The inland Nipmuk, weak 
in comparison to the coastal Narragansett and the Wampanoag, had been permitted a tenuous foothold on the 
northwesterly corner of Rhode Island as tributaries of the Wampanoag, but at this point became tributaries 
instead of the expanding Narragansett. The same shift of alliances was occurring in regard to two subtribes of 
the Warwick area, the Cowesitt and the Shawomet.

In the Massachusetts Bay to the north –where human populations were more sparse due to the devastation of 
disease, and where, in consequence, intrusives were more welcome– a massive colonization was occurring.

1630
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The largest group in the Rhode Island area at the time was the Narragansett, of the Algonquin network of 
related peoples whose habitat stretched from what is now southern Canada to present-day North Carolina. 
They numbered approximately 7,000 (counting the Niantic as by this point having become by intermarriage 
part of the Narragansett) and occupied the district from Warwick southward along Narragansett Bay to the 
present towns of South Kingstown and Exeter. They may have held many of the islands in the bay as well as 
territory within the present bounds of Providence and Warwick. Narragansett leadership rested in the hands 
of two hereditary chief sachems, Canonicus and his nephew Miantonomi. Other portions of the region were 
populated by other Algonquin groups, some of them such as the Nipmuc, the Cowesett, and the Shawomet 
allied with the Narragansett and some of them allied instead with the Wampanoag.

Shawomet, Rhode Island was being settled by Samuell Gorton, a dissident from Portsmouth, and his band of 
Gortonites. A few years later the town would be renamed Warwick to honor their patron in England, the earl 
of Warwick.

1635

1642

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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January 12, Wednesday (1641, Old Style): In what would be known as the “Shawomet Purchase,” Samuell Gorton, 
Holden, Greene, and others purchased land from headman Miantonomo of the Narraganset people at 
Shawomet (now Warwick). Other names on the document were William Hutchinson, John Wickes, Sampson 
Shotten, and Robert Potter. They would be joined by a number of Gorton’s followers. These “Gortonites” had 
great contempt for the regular clergy and for outward forms of worship, and insisted that true believers partook 
of the perfection of God. Their tenets included denial of the Trinity, denial of actual heaven and hell, 
repudiation of any ceremonies of baptism or communion, repudiated any and all religious training of a formal 
nature, and an insistence that every man should be his own intercessor.

“Captain” Daniel Gookin represented Upper Norfolk County in the Grand Assembly at Jamestown, Virginia.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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March: The commissioners of the United Colonies of New England, to wit the surrounding colonies of Connecticut, 
New Haven, the Plymouth Bay, and the Massachusetts Bay, had declared that they would accept Rhode Island 
as part of their alliance only on condition that a majority of the Rhode Island adult white males of property 
would “without reservation submit” either to the authority of the Plymouth colony or to the authority of the 
Massachusetts colony. To defend their Rhode Island and Providence Plantation settlements against this 
hegemonization on the part of the other English colonies, the Reverend Roger Williams journeyed to England 
and secured a parliamentary patent uniting the four white settlements on the Narragansett Bay, at Providence, 
Shawomet (Warwick), Newport, and Portsmouth (Pocasset), into a single colony and confirming the land 
grants his fellow settlers had received from native residents. This legislative document would serve as their 
foundational document until, due to the Stuart Restoration of 1660, it would become provident to seek a royal 
charter.

On the voyage the Reverend would write, primarily upon the basis of his experience among the Narragansett 
tribespeople of the bay of Rhode Island, his A KEY INTO THE LANGUAGE OF AMERICA. In the dedication of 
this volume he would comment that “A little key may open a box where lies a bunch of keys.” Upon his arrival 
in London, his manuscript would be set in print by the shop of Gregory Dexter, later to be a master printer in 
Providence, Rhode Island, and then pastor of the Baptist Church there, and then the Town Clerk, and then a 
Deputy Governor, and in 1655 the colonial Governor.

The Reverend would describe the native recipe for Wuttáhimneash Strawberries: “This Berry is the wonder 
of all Fruits growing naturally in these parts: It is of it selfe excellent: so that one of the chiefest Doctors of 
England was wont to say, that God never did make a better Berry: In some parts where the Natives have 
planted, I have many times seen as many as would fill a good ship within few miles compasse: The Indians 
bruise them in a Mortar, and mixe them with meale and make Strawberry bread.”1

1643

1. We need to bear in mind that these native American strawberries of this period were not identical with what we now grow in our 
fields — what we now grow is a cross between these native American strawberries and European alpine strawberries. The mixture 
of pounded strawberries and corn meal was made into hamburger-size patties and cooked, unsweetened of course, and eaten with 
boiled fish.

NATIVE
PLACE-
NAMES
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Thoreau would write of this that “Roger Williams, who knew the Indians well, in his account of those in his 
neighborhood –published in 1643– tells us that ‘Sautaash are those currants (grapes and whortleberries) dried 
by the natives, and so preserved all the year, which they beat to powder and mingle it with their parched meal, 
and make a delicate dish which they call Sautauthig, which is as sweet to them as plum or spice cake to the 
English.’”

John Benson of Newport, Rhode Island would conceive a sculpture in granite made from a block found at an 
exposed surface in the uppermost stratum of a Westerly quarry, worked during the most recent Ice Age. At the 
Bonner Monument shop near the quarry, he would modify this glacially worked surface to accommodate an 
inscription taken from the descriptions of the native American language found in this book by the Reverend 
Williams. The stone would be positioned on the campus of The University of Rhode Island in 1994.

(The writing means “I am of another language. / Remember me.”)

From A KEY INTO THE LANGUAGE OF AMERICA, a poem “Of the Heavenly Bodies”:

When Sun doth rise the Stars do set,
     Yet there’s no need of Light,
God shines a Sun most glorious,
     When Creatures all are Night.

The very Indian Boys can give
     To many Stars their names,
And know their Course and therein do
     Excel the English tame.

English and Indians none inquire,
     Whose hand these Candles hold,
Who gives these Stars their Names, himself
     More bright ten thousand-fold.

The charter for Rhode Island which Williams would obtain in England would prove to be very important as 
for the following 20 years it would be indisputable. Native troubles continued to increase in the colonies and 
Williams would be called upon to mediate these difficulties. He had established a trading post near Wickford, 
which he operated very successfully, living there for long periods at a time while still maintaining his 
homestead in Providence.2

2. To protect his trading post at Wickford, the Reverend Williams invested in two of the type of small cannon referred to among the 
Christians as “murderers.”

“HUCKLEBERRIES”
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May 19, Friday (Old Style): Connecticut, Massachusetts, Plymouth, and the short-term New Haven colony allied 
together as the United Colonies of New England.

In order to present a united front against the red natives of the continent, and so “that as in nation and religion, 
so in other respects we may be and continue one,” the white ethnics of Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, 
and New Haven entered into a confederation from which certain white ethnics were being deliberately 
excluded. Rhode Island would need to solicit the protection of the Monarch, and so it would be that during the 
spring of this year the Reverend Roger Williams would set sail from New-York harbor for England. When 
Williams would arrive in London, however, he would find the mother country to be in the throes of civil war. 
Instead of treating with the King of England, he would need to treat with a recently constituted parliamentary 
committee on Foreign Plantations.

During this year or the next, the name of Aquidneck Island would be changed to “the Isle of Rhodes, or Rhode 
Island.”

By agreement of the members of this United Colonies of New England confederation, the only evidence 
needed for conviction of one of their runaway slaves would be “certification by a magistrate.”

Samuell Gorton founded Shawomet, Rhode Island’s 4th settlement. The town would be renamed Warwick a 

READ THE FULL TEXT

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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few years later in honor of its patron, the Earl of Warwick.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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May 19, Wednesday-21, Friday (Old Style): Although the Reverend Roger Williams had brought back from England 
a royal charter for a united “Providence Plantations and Rhode-Island” colony in 1644, based upon the 
legitimacy of his actually having obtained permission to settle there from the owners of the land, the native 
Americans (!), it had taken several years to work out a political alliance of the four previously independent 
settlements actually involved, to wit, Providence, Shawowmet (later known as Warwick), Newport, and 

Portsmouth. On this date the first meeting of the united colony took place in Portsmouth and an anchor was 
selected as the colonial brand. 

1647

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Dr. John Clarke was assigned to write up a Code of Laws for the new colony, and asked William Dyer to assist 
him.

The document they would author would declare the freedom of the individual conscience. Dyer would become 
the Secretary of the Council and then the Attorney General of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and 
eventually, during Henry Thoreau’s lifetime, one of his descendants would become the governor of the state.

This code of laws they would draft, would conclude as follows:

These are the laws that concern all men, and these are the
penalties for the transgressions thereof, which, by common
consent, are ratified and established through the whole Colony.
And otherwise than this (what is herein forbidden) all men may
walk as their consciences persuade them, every one in the name
of his GOD. AND LET THE LAMBS OF THE MOST HIGH WALK IN THIS COLONY WITHOUT
MOLESTATION, IN THE NAME OF JEHOVAH THEIR GOD, FOR EVER AND EVER.
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The Rhode Island General Assembly made provisions for the colony’s sea captains to engage in privateering 
against “any enemies of ye Commonwealth of England.” Such privateering commissions were issued to 
Captain John Underhill, William Dyer, and Edward Hull. The representatives from the towns of Providence 
and Warwick protested that such an activity was “tending to war” and therefore wrong. If the island towns of 
Rhode Island such as Newport proceeded with such schemes, they announced, “in the name of Providence 
Plantations,” then they would appeal to England.

Samuell Gorton returned from England to New England, this time with a letter of protection from Robert Rich, 

1648
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5th earl of Warwick:

 Joining his former companions at Shawomet, the settlement was renamed Warwick in honour of this 
protective earl. He would have three sons Samuel Gorton (2), John Gorton, and Benjamin Gorton, and six 
daughters Maher Gorton, who would marry Daniel Coles; Mary Gorton, who would marry, perhaps, Peter 
Greene, first, and, next, John Sanford; Sarah Gorton, who would marry William Mace; Ann Gorton, who 
would marry John Warner; Elizabeth Gorton, who would marry John Crandall, and Susanna Gorton, who 
would marry Benjamin Barton.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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The Reverend Hugh Peters at this point returned to England.

It became necessary for the Reverend Roger Williams to return to England to confirm the charter for Rhode 
Island that he had obtained in 1644. He sold his trading post to finance the voyage.

While in London, he published EXPERIMENTS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE, AND HEALTH AND THEIR PRESERVATION, 
which he dedicated: “To the truly honorable the Lady Vane.” He described this work as having been done “in 
the thickest of the naked Indians of America, in their very wild houses and by their barbarous fires.” He would 
write to his wife while abroad. “My dearest love and companion in this vale of tears,” congratulating himself 
and her upon her recovery from recent illness: “I send thee, though in winter, a handful of flowers made up in 
a little posy, for thy dear selft and our dear children to look and smell on, when I, as grass of the field, shall be 
gone and withered.”

Samuell Gorton was elected as the 1st President over the towns of Warwick and Providence, which at that time 
were being referred to as the Providence Plantations.

That the lawe making Assemblie of this Collonie shall Consist
of six men of every Towne of this Collonie, and that these six

1651

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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men of every Town shall be chosen by the free inhabitants of
every severall Towne, and the major vote of this assembly shall
Acte in making lawes.

November: The commissioners of the town of Warwick met in Providence with the commissioners of that town, and 
they resolved that the towns on Aquidneck Island and Conanicut Island (Portsmouth, Newport, and 
Jamestown) had, due to the parliamentary charter granted to William Coddington, deserted from the chartered 
government formerly established.

Elder John Clarke sailed to represent the interests of the Rhode Island colony before the court in England by 
protesting that new parliamentary charter.

April 24, Saturday (Old Style): In Warwick, Rhode Island, John Warner was being summarily dealt with.

25 3mo: Thomas Angell was appointed as a commissioner to meet with the Warwick RI commissioners regarding 
Captain Underhill and William Dyer and the manner and means of making war upon the Dutch. Due to the 
merchant trade up and down the coast, there were several intermarriages between Dutch and Providence 
colonists. This did not prevent the Council of State from directing the people to annoy the Dutch and 
forbidding them to send provisions. In one of the most aggressive responses from a New England colony, 
Rhode Island voted cannon and small arms and 20 volunteers be sent to the English on Paumanok Long Island.

1652

1653

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT

APRIL 24, 1652
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April 1, Friday (Old Style): The Reverend Roger Williams wrote from Sir Henry Vane’s estate at Belleau in 
Lincolnshire, England to his friends and neighbors in Providence and Warwick relative to the confirmation of 
the charter acquired by Vane’s mediation, admonishing them to dwell in peace, etc., and in a postscript added: 
“My love to all my Indian friends.”

In this year in Rhode Island, the building that would house the Mowry Tavern –a place where Williams would 
hold meetings– was under construction.

End of October: After 11 weeks of close confinement at Boston, the eight Quakers were returned to the custody of the 
captain of the Speedwell and he was required to carry them back to England. During the incarceration Samuell 
Gorton had exchanged letters with Friend Christopher Holder to suggest that they could give the slip to their 
jailer (which they were of course reluctant to do) or, if they could get word of their sailing date to him, he could 
meet their ship at sea and take them to Rhode Island where they would find refuge among his Gortonist cult 
followers at Warwick. These Quaker ministers were aware, however, that the ship’s master had posted a £500 
bond to guarantee their secure return to London — and perhaps also they were wary of becoming entangled 
with these people after such a recruitment. 

To ensure that Friend Richard Smith had no opportunity to spread his heresies by land, when the Puritans sent 
him back to his home in Southampton on Long Island they ensured that the journey would be entirely by boat.

1656
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July 26, Friday (Old Style): The Reverend Roger Williams’s July 13th letter challenging Friend George Fox to a 
debate reached its destination after Friend George had sailed. The English visitors who still remained in 
Newport, Rhode Island, Friends John Stubbs, John Burnyeat, and William Edmundson, eagerly accepted the 
challenge. The debate in Newport would take place at the Friends meetinghouse over a 3-day period, that in 
Providence over a single day. (The occasion would not be well-mannered: Friend Henry Nichols would insist 
upon singing loudly, while Friend Ann Eaton would insist upon praying loudly, struggling to drown out the 
Reverend Williams’s voice.) The Reverend would publish an account of this as THE FOX DIGGED OUT OF HIS 
BURROWES, and then the Quakers would blast back with A NEW-ENGLAND FIRE-BRAND QUENCHED.

Two of Friend George Fox’s American traveling companions, Friends John Burnyeat and John Stubbs, held a 
meeting in Warwick “where none had been before, and several were convinced.... And there we had to do with 
one Gorton and his Company, who were by other people there called Gortonians, but they called themselves 
Generalists. They were of the Opinion, All should be saved. But they were in reality Ranters, for in our 
Discourse, they would maintain, and say, No creaturely actions could be sin; and would have no whoredom, 
nor drunkenness, nor the like to be sin, but what was spiritual; the outward action was but creaturely. And thus 
in their filthy, unclean spirits, they, like the old Ranters, made merry over the reproof of God’s Spirit. So from 
thence we came down again to Road Island, and there we spent some time.” (I do not know whether the not-
well-mannered meeting described above as having taken place in Providence, and the meeting that included 
Gortonians described above as having taken place in Warwick just south of Providence, constitute the same 
event described in different manners — or whether these were two separate occasions. We need to bear in mind 
that neither George Fox nor Roger Williams were present at this meeting, and that if Samuell Gorton was 
present, he was present as an aged man who had recently retired after sitting in the colonial legislature. We 
need to bear in mind also that Warwick was not a town in which there had ever been a Quaker meeting — in 
fact the Friends would not settle a meeting in Warwick until more than two decades subsequent to Gorton’s 
death, in 1699, and the local meeting would not erect its 1st meetinghouse until about 1720.)

1672
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John Seller’s ATLAS MARITIMUS was published. It contained Captain Henry Southwood’s two charts of 
Newfoundland’s English Shore: “The Coast of Newfoundland from Salmon Cove to Cape Bonavista” 
and “Cape Race to Cape St. Francis.” These were the 1st large-scale charts of Newfoundland, naming 

over 150 ports and features. This “A Mapp of New England, 1675” appeared in the atlas, describing the region 
north-east of “Naraganfet Bay” not only as “Plymouth Colony” but also as “King Philhips Country,” showing 
the town of Providence as on the east side of the bay, opposite Shawowmet (later known as Warwick) on the 
west side, and showing Concord as being on the “Noshaway River” leading due north into the “Mierinake 

1675
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River”:

[The race war which we term King Philip’s War was] a war before
television, before film, before photography ... even crude wood
engravings were rare and printed books an uncommon commodity.
When the English and Algonquian peoples of seventeenth-century
New England went to war in 1675, they devastated one another.
In proportion to population, their short, vicious war inflicted
greater casualties than any other war in American history. Yet
a single image of the fighting survives: half a dozen tiny,
crouching figures shooting at one another along the creases of
John Seller’s map of New England printed in an English atlas in
1675. It tells us precious little.... [N]ot even Christian
Indians loyal to the English were spared; in the fall of 1675
most were removed from their towns and imprisoned on barren
islands, where many died of cold or hunger during the long

CARTOGRAPHY
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winter. Always brutal and everywhere fierce, King Phil[l]ip’s
War, as it came to be called, proved to be not only the most
fatal war in all of American history but also one of the most
merciless.

First manufacturing of gunpowder in America. The manufacture of guncotton was fraught. First you have to 
impregnate cotton with nitric acid, and in this operation, if the mixture gets a whiff of moisture it blows up. 
Then you have to grind the cotton into powder, and in this operation, if a portion of the mixture starts to dry 
out it blows up. You need to be at least a mile away while you are doing this kind of work.3 If that is not 
possible, you need to be doing this kind of work in scattered small buildings with exceedingly sturdy frames, 
all the siding of which is exceedingly lightweight and loosely attached. Preferably, the buildings should rural, 
and be at the base of some steep natural depression in the terrain, so that one does not annoy one’s neighbors 
with frequent loud noises and showers of debris.

It must have been in about this year that slavetraders brought cowpeas to Jamaica. A native of India, this pea 
has many varieties important in the southeastern US, particularly the black-eye and the crowders.

 3rd week in June: The English settlers of Warwick, Rhode Island had become alarmed enough at the news of violence 
to hold a town meeting to discuss how they ought to respond.

3. Let’s parse that by date, folks: in 1993, “remote control” would be spelled R-O-B-O-T, but in 1675 it was spelled S-L-A-V-E, 
and in 1859, I-R-I-S-H.

PLANTS

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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December 12, Sunday (Old Style): The combined armies of the Massachusetts colony and the Plymouth colony 
marched into “Ponham’s Country,” which is now the area around Warwick, Rhode Island, but failed to capture 
headman Ponham.

At least one Quaker was a high officer among these armed men:

“The usual interpretation of the actions and inactions
of the Rhode Island government has been that its members
were inhibited by the pacifist scruples of the Quakers
among them. Historians have not cited, nor have I found,
evidence upon which to base this belief.... Such reading
back of later Quaker understandings of the peace
testimony obscures not only other wartime motives but
the nature of the peace testimony as it was understood
in that particular time and place. Third, in many
respects the government activities do not appear to have
been constrained. ... There were Quakers who bore arms
during the war. Captain Weston Clarke, who was sent to
relieve Warwick, Lieutenant Robert Westcott, who was
killed in the Great Swamp Fight, and Abraham Mann of
Providence, who was wounded are three examples.”

— Meredith Baldwin Weddle, WALKING IN THE WAY OF PEACE:
QUAKER PACIFISM IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. England:
Oxford UP, 2001, pages 172-173, page 204

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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August 10, Thursday (Old Style): In the general sharing out of the remains of the race war, the one record we have of 
an assignment to Concord town by the General Court was made out of a group of 32 red children that came in 
to Boston with John of Packachooge. “’t is humbly proposed to the Honble Generall Court to set the times 
those children shall serue, and if not less if till they cam to 24 yeares of age, unto weh those yt had relations 
seemed willing. And also that ye coud lay som penalty vpon them if they runne away before y’ time expire 
and on their parents or kindred yt shall entice or harborr and coaceale ym if they should runne away.”

In full:

A List of the Indian Children put to seruice that came in [to
Boston] with John of Packachooge; presented To the Honorable
Gen’l Court for their Confyrmatio, &c. By the Comittee Appointed
for yt. Affayre,
August 10, 1676.
A memorandum of Indian children put forth vnto seruice to the
English, Beeing of those Indians that came in and submitted with
John Sachem of Pakchoog; with the names of the persons with whome
they were placed, and the names and age of the children, and the
names of their relations, and the places they did belong to. 
By mr. Daniel Gookin sen’, Thomas Prentis, Capt., and mr. Edward
Oakes who were a comittee appointed by the Council to manage yt
affayr. The termes and conditions vpon wch they are to serue is
to be ordered by the Gen» Coort who are to prouide yt the
children bee religiously educated and taught to read the english
tounge. 
Boy, a maid. To Samuel Simonds esq, a boy named John; his’ father
named Alwitankus, late of Quantisit, his father and mother prent
both consenting; the boys age about 19 yeares. To him a girle
named Hester her father and mother dead, late of Nashaway; her
age ten years; her vncle John Woosumpegin of Naticke.
1 Boy. To Thomas Danforth esq., a boy aged about 13 yeares, his
name John. 
1 Boy. To Leift. Jonathan Danforth of Bilerekey, a boy aged
twelue yeares, son to Papameck alius Dauid, late of Warwick or
Cowesit.

1676

To Mr. John Flint of Concord a mayd aged about feeten
yeares; her parents dead, late of Narragauset.

SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS

WHITE ON RED, RED ON WHITE

THE FLINTS OF CONCORD

NARRAGANSETT

JOHN FLINT

INDENTURE

NATIVE
PLACE-
NAMES
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2 Boys. To Mathew Bridge of Cam Bridge, two boyes, the one named
Jabez aged about ten yeares, the other named Joseph aged six
yeares; their father named Woompsleow, late of Packachooge. One
or both these boyes is run away wth his father. 8ber 17th 1676. 
A boy and two Girls. To mr. Jeremiah Shepard of Rowly, A boy
named Absalom, his father of the same nam late of Mamhage; aged
about ten years. To him, a girle, sister to the Lad, named Sarah,
aged eleuen yeares. These ar kindred to Peeter Ephram of
Naticke. To him another girle aged about 8 yeares, her name Jane,
her father and mother dead. 
1 Mayd. To mrs. Mitchell of Cambridg widdow, a maid named
Margaret aged about twelue years, her father named Sukamuck of
Quantisit, her mother dead.
1 Boy. To Thomas Jacob of Ipswich, a boy aged ten yeares, on
Wennaputanan his guardian and on Vpacuak of Quantisitt his grand
mother was present; the Boy named Sawoonawuk.
1 Boy. To on Goodman Read a Tanner of Cambridge, a Boy named
John aged about therteen yeares, his father Dead. 
1 Boy. To mr. Jacob Green of Chares Towne, a boy aged about seucn
yeares, his parents Dead, Late of Quantisit but his motber of
Narragansit. 
1 Boy. To Thomas Woolson of Wattertowne, a boy aged ahout l4
yeares, his name John, his father dead who was of Cowesit or
Warwick, his mother prsent. 
1 Boy. To Ciprian Steuens of Rumny March but late of Lancaster,
a boy aged about six yeares, son to Nohanet of Chobnakonkonon,
the Boy named Samuel. 
1 Mayd. To Thomas Eliot of Boston a carpenter, a maid aged about
ten yeares, her name Rebecka. 
1 Boy. To Jacob Green Junior of Charles towne, a Boy named Peeter
aged nine yeares, his father dead, his mother prsent named
Nannantum of Quantisit. 
Indian Children put to Service
l Boy. To Goodrnan Greenland a carpenter of Charles towne on
Misticke side, a boy name Tom aged twelue yeares, his father
named Santisho of Packachooge. 
1 Girle. To Mr. Edmund Batter of Salem, a maid named Abigal aged
sixteen, her mother a widow named Quanshishe late of Shookunnet
Beyond Mendon.
A Boy a girle. To Daniel Gookin senior a Boy named Joshua aged
about eight yeares, son to William Wunuko late of Magunkoog; his
father dead, To him a girle aged about six yeares daughter to
the widdow Quinshiske late of Shookanet beyond Mendon. 
1 Girle. To Andrew Bordman, Tayler, of Cambridge, a girle named
Anne sister to ye Later named. 
22 wherof l4 male 8 femall

[Page 2]
1 Boy. To Thomas Prentis Junior, son to Capt. Prentis of
Cambridge village, a boy named John son to William Wunnuko late
of Magnkeg that was executed for Thomas Buring aged therteen.
1 Boy. To Beniamin Mills of Dedham, a boy aged about six yeares
named Joseph Spoonant late Marlborow.
1 Boy. To Mr. Edward Jackson, a boy named Joseph, aged about 19
yeares, Late of Magungook cosen to Pyambow of Naticke.
1 mayd. To widdow Jackson of Cambridge village a girle named
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Hope aged nine years, her parents dead who were of Narraganset.
1 Boy. To old Goodman Myls of Dedham, a boy of fower yeares old,
son to Annaweeken Deceased, who was late of Hassanameset, his
rnother prsent. 
1 Boy. To Capt. Thomas Prentis, a boy named Josoph son to
Annawekin deceased, Brother to the last mnd. aged about l l
yeares. This boy was after taken from Capt. Prentice end sent
with (?) Stoughton for England. Capt. Prentis is to be
considered about it for he has taken much care and paynes about
those indians.
1 Boy. To John Smith of Dedham, a boy aged about eight yeare;
his father dead, late Marlborow, hee is brother to James
Printers wife. 
1 Mayd. To Mr. John Flint of Concord a mayd aged about feeten
yeares; her parents dead, late of Narragauset.
1 Boy. To mr Jonathan Wade of mistick, a boy named Tom Aged about
11 yeares sonne to Willam Wunukhow of Magunkog deceased. 
1 Mayd. To mr Nathaniel Wade of mistick, a maid aged about ten
yeares daughter to Jame Natonint late of Packachook, her father
and mother aliue.

10 in this page
22 in the other page
____
32

It is humbly proposed to the Honble Generall Court to set the
times those children shall serue, and if not less if till they
cam to 24 yeares of age, unto weh those yt had relations seemed
willing. And also that ye coud lay som penalty vpon them if they
runne away before y’ time expire and on their parents or kindred
yt shall entice or harborr and coaceale ym if they should runne
away. 

Cambridge 8ber 1676
signed by the Comittee 
aboue named 
Daniel Gookin senr
Edward Oakes

“...The conflicts of Europeans with American-Indians, 
Maoris and other aborigines in temperate regions ... 
if we judge by the results we cannot regret that such 
wars have taken place ... the process by which the 
American continent has been acquired for European 
civilization [was entirely justified because] there 
is a very great and undeniable difference between 
the civilization of the colonizers and that of the 
dispossessed natives....”

— Bertrand Russell,
THE ETHICS OF WAR, January 1915
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July 28, Friday (Old Style): According to the journal of Friend Thomas Story, on the 28th 5 mo 1704 he “attended a 
yearly meeting, at Warwick, at Benjamin Barton’s house, and continued by adjournment to the meeting house 
in Providence the next day, being the first day of the week.” Such a journal entry confirms that the Quaker 
meetinghouse at Saylesville, Rhode Island was by this point fully in use.

When the town of Scituate in Rhode Island was incorporated, its first town meeting was held at the Angell 
Tavern in South Scituate, with Stephen Hopkins being elected as the first moderator and Joseph Brown as the 
first clerk. Initially, Scituate boundaries also encompassed the land which is now Foster, so it was bounded by 
Glocester to the north, Providence to the east, Warwick to the south, and Connecticut to the west. During the 
Revolutionary War, 76 cannons would be forged at the Hope Furnace in the town.

John Checkley died in Providence, Rhode Island. The inventory of his estate listed no war club or other 
valuable historical Metacom artifacts; in fact it indicates only some “Indian toys.”

The inhabitants of Providence, Rhode Island were petitioning their authorities toward obtaining a “large water 
engine.”

Passing through Providence, Patuxet near Warwick, and Warwick, Rhode Island, the Reverend Jacob Bailey 
recorded his impressions of these locales.

1704

1731

1754

“JUST PASSING THROUGH”
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The population of Providence, Rhode Island amounted to, in the categories of the day: 747 men, 741 women, 
655 boys, 754 girls, 262 blacks, 275 men able to bear arms, and 406 enlisted soldiers.

John Green’s Map of the Most Inhabited Part of New England was based largely upon the previously published 
map by Dr. William Douglass. Dr. Douglass (1700-1752) had been a Scottish physician practicing in Boston 
who had studied in Edinburgh, Leyden, and Paris. Here are two details from his earlier map:

1755

EAST GREENWICH RI
MOUNT HOPE

PORTSMOUTH

TIVERTON

WARWICK RI
REHOBOTH

BRISTOL

WARREN

SWANSEA
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(In the lower right corner of this new 1855 offering we are offered the First Comers at Plymouth — being met 
on the shore by an Indian holding a pole with a liberty cap atop it!)

Also in this year, a map by Jean Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville:

CONCORD

CARTOGRAPHY
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Also in this year, a map by Thomas Kitchin:

February 23, Wednesday: According to the Warwick, Rhode Island record: “These lines may certifie all persons that 
Jonathan Slocum and Ruth Tripp both of the town of Portsmouth [perhaps residents on Patience, or Prudence, 
Island in Narragansett Bay], in the County of Newport were lawfully married in Warwick on the 23rd day of 
Febry in the year 1757.”

1757

FRANCESMACONAQUAH SLOCUM

SLOCUM FAMILY

TRIPP FAMILY
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A white infant christened Frances Slocum, to be known for most of her life as Little Bear Woman or 
Maconaquah, was born during this year to a Quaker family from Portsmouth, Rhode Island that had relocated 
to the Wyoming district near the Wilkes-Barre fort in Pennsylvania.

The mother, Friend Ruth Tripp Slocum, had been born on March 21, 1736, daughter of Isaac Tripp and 
Susanna Spencer(?) Tripp of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The father, Friend Jonathan Slocum, was in the 5th 
generation after Giles Slocum, 1st of the Slocum line of Rhode Island. According to the Warwick RI record: 
“These lines may certifie all persons that Jonathan Slocum and Ruth Tripp both of the town of Portsmouth 
[perhaps residents on Patience, or Prudence, Island in Narragansett Bay], in the County of Newport were 
lawfully married in Warwick on the 23rd day of Febry in the year 1757.”

April 20, Thursday: In Warwick, Rhode Island, Zerviah Sanger Chapman recorded in her diary that “We had ye doleful 
news of ye fight between ye Regulars & Americans.”

An express was sent from Lexington in the morning, to General
Gage to inform him of what had happened there; and about 9
o’clock a brigade of about 1,100 men marched out under the
command of the Right Honorable Hugh Earl Percy,4 a brigadier-
general; consisting of the marines, the Welch Fusiliers, the

1773

1775

FRANCESMACONAQUAH SLOCUM

SLOCUM FAMILY

TRIPP FAMILY
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4th, 47th, and 38th regiments and two field-pieces. This
reinforcement arrived at Lexington about 2 o’clock, placed the
field pieces on the high ground below Monroe’s tavern, and
checked for about half an hour the eager pursuit of the
provincials. During this time they burnt the house, barn and
other out-buildings of Deacon Joseph Loring, the house, barn and
shop of Mrs. Lydia Mulliken, and the house and shop of Mr. Joshua
Bond. by the aid of this reinforcement they were able to effect
their retreat to Charlestown, though not without sustaining
continual losses on the way. They arrived about 7 o’clock,
having, during a day unusualy hot for the season, marched
upwards of 36 miles, and endured almost incredible suffering.
All the provisions they had had were obtained by purchase or
plunder from the people; their provision-wagons having been
taken by the Americans. Some of them “were so much exhausted
with fatigue, that they were obliged to lie down on the ground
their tongues hanging out of their mouths like dogs after the
chase.”5 Our militia and minute-men pursued them to Charlestown
Neck, many of whom remained there during the night; others
returned home. The damage to private property by fire, robbery
and destruction, was estimated at £274 16s. 7d. in Concord;
£1761 1s. 5d. in Lexington; and £1202 8s. 7d. in Cambridge.6

Of the provincials 49 were killed, 36 wounded, and 5 missing.
Captain Charles Miles, Captain Nathan Barrett, Jonas Brown, and
Abel Prescott, jr., of Concord, were wounded. Captain Isaac
Davis, Abner Hosmer, and James Hayward, of Acton, were killed,
and Luther Blanchard wounded. Captain Jonathan Wilson, of
Bedford, was killed and Job Lane wounded.
Of the British, 73 were killed; 172 wounded, and 26 missing;
among whom were 18 officers, 10 sergeants, 2 drummers, and 240
rank and file. Among the wounded were Lieutenant Colonels
Francis Smith and Benjamin Bernard. Lieutenant Edward Hall was
wounded at the North Bridge and taken prisoner on the retreat.
He died the next day, and his remains were delivered up to
General Gage. Lieutenant Edward Thornton Gould was also wounded
at the bridge, and taken prisoner on the retreat. He was confined
and treated with kindness at Medford till May 28th, when he was
exchanged for Josiah Breed, of Lynn. He had a fortune of £1900
per annum, and is said to have offered £2000 for his ransom.
Lieutenant Isaac Potter, of the marines, was taken prisoner, and
confined some time at Reuben Brown’s. Colonel Barrett was
directed, April 22d, to give him liberty to walk round the house,
but to keep a constant guard of three men, day and night, to
prevent his being insulted or making his escape. Eight of the
wounded received medical attendance from Dr. Cuming, at the
house then standing near Captain Stacy’s. One of them, John
Bateman, died and was buried on the hill, and none of them were
known to return to the British. Samuel Lee was taken prisoner

4. “Providence, May 10, 1777. On Monday, General Percy, the hero of Lexington (weary of the American war, though covered with 
laurels, sailed from Newport for England in a ship mounting 14 guns only. The command has devolved on General Prescott.” — 
Boston Gazette. [This was not Colonel William Prescott of the Bunker Hill fight but a British general stationed at Newport, Rhode 
Island.]
5. Holmes’s Annals, vol. ii. page 206.
6. Files of the Provincial Congress. Another paper in the Secretary’s office, dated 1782, gives the amount of loss to Lexington £2576 
2s. 1d., currency; — real estate £615 10s., and personal £1960 12s. 1d. And the Selectmen say in this paper, “As it is almost eight 
years since the 19th of April, 1775, some considerable part of the loss and damage sustained by the town cannot be ascertained at 
this time.”
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early in the morning, between Lexington and Concord, and
afterwards lived in Concord till his death. He always stated
that he was the first prisoner taken on that day. Fourteen
prisoners were confined in the jail in Concord during the year,
and a number of others were permitted to go out to work. Fifteen
were ordered to Worcester, April 26th. Sergeant Cooper, one of
the party who went to Colonel Barrett’s, married a woman who
lived with Dr. Cuming.
Such is an imperfect sketch of the occurrences of the 19th of
April, 1775, “the greatest of that age.” “Concord,” says the
late President Dwight, “will be long remembered as having been,
partially, the scene of the first military action in the
Revolutionary War, and the object of an expedition, the first
in that chain of events, which terminated in the separation of
the British colonies from their mother country. A traveller on
this spot, particularly an American Traveler, will insensibly
call to his mind an event of this magnitude, and cannot fail of
being deeply affected by a comparison of so small a beginning
with so mighty an issue. In other circumstances, the expedition
to Concord, and the interest which ensued, would have been
merely little tales of wonder and of woe, chiefly recited by the
parents of the neighborhood to their circles at the fireside;
commanding a momentary attention of childhood; and calling forth
the tear of sorrow from the eyes of those who were intimately
connected to the sufferers. Now the same events preface the
history of a nation and the beginning of an empire, and are
themes of disquisition and astonishment to the civilized world.
From the plains of Concord will henceforth be dated a change in
human affairs, an alteration in the balance of human power, and
a new direction to the course of human improvement. Man, from
the events which have occurred here, will, in some respects,
assume a new character, and experience, in some respects, a new
destiny.”7

January 12, Friday: In Warwick, Rhode Island, Zerviah Sanger Chapman recorded in her diary that “Man of war fired 
Prudence Island.”

 July: George Washington Briggs was born in Warwick, Rhode Island to John and Sarah Briggs.

7. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)

1776

1816
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 The Builders Iron Foundry was established in West Warwick, Rhode Island.
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“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
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