
SOWAMS (WARREN, RHODE ISLAND)

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it ain’t
like what I see ivry day in Halsted Street. If any wan
comes along with a histhry iv Greece or Rome that’ll
show me th’ people fightin’, gettin’ dhrunk, makin’
love, gettin’ married, owin’ th’ grocery man an’ bein’
without hard coal, I’ll believe they was a Greece or
Rome, but not befur.”

— Dunne, Finley Peter,
OBSERVATIONS BY MR. DOOLEY,
New York, 1902

March 17, Wednesday (March 7, 1620 or 1620/1621 Old Style): At Plymouth, the intrusives sowed some garden 
seeds.

Samoset left the white settlement at Plymouth for the red settlement at Sowams (the present-day Warren, 
Rhode Island).

1621

MAYFLOWER
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With the wind coming for a change from the east, Carver took a party and went to the great ponds.

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 3

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND SOWAMS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

July 12 (July 2, Monday, Old Style)-July 17 (July 7, Saturday, Old Style): Edward Winslow, Stephen Hopkins, and 
Squanto went from Plymouth to visit the indigenous settlement of Pokanoket, getting as far as Namasket and 
the weir which the natives had constructed on the Titicut River. At Sowams (present-day Warren, Rhode 
Island), they offered presents to sachem Massasoit (Samoset had gone back to Maine). Ignoring the treaty they 

had only recently made, the white men took with them into the village their firearms, and, once in the village, 
they discharged them, terrifying everyone. (It seems already to have been implicitly recognized that the whites, 
being so vastly superior in power on account of their command of firearms, did not need to remember their 
promises.)

“As the star of the Indian descended, 
that of the Puritans rose ever higher.”

— Tourtellot, Arthur Bernon, THE CHARLES,
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941, page 63
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At the time it seems there was nothing in the village for them to eat:

Our historians seem never to have made any linkage between this unavailability of food, and the fact that the 
white visitors had just been guilty of ignoring the agreement into which they had only recently entered, to wit:

July 13, Friday (July 3, Old Style): Stephen Hopkins and Edward Winslow crossed the Titicut River at the native 
settlement of Squabetty and proceeded on to Matepyst, or what would become known to them as Gardner’s 
Neck. Thence they made their way to Sowams, which would eventually be known as Warren, Rhode Island, 
and were welcomed there by the headman Massasoit.

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: When Winslow, afterward governor of the Plymouth Colony,
went with a companion on a visit of ceremony to Massassoit on foot
through the woods, and arrived tired and hungry at his lodge, they
were well received by the king, but nothing was said about eating
that day. When the night arrived, to quote their own words,– “He
laid us on the bed with himself and his wife, they at the one end
and we at the other, it being only plank, laid a foot from the
ground, and a thin mat upon them. Two more of his chief men, for
want of room, pressed by and upon us; so that we were worse weary
of our lodging than of our journey.” At one o’clock the next day
Massassoit “brought two fishes that he had shot,” about thrice as
big as a bream; “these being boiled, there were at least forty
looked for a share in them. The most ate of them. This meal only
we had in two nights and a day; and had not one of us bought a
partridge, we had taken our journey fasting.” Fearing that they
would be light-headed for want of food and also sleep, owing to
“the savages’ barbarous singing, (for they used to sing
themselves asleep,)” and that they might get home while they had
strength to travel, they departed. As for lodging, it is true
they were but poorly entertained, though what they found an
inconvenience was no doubt intended for an honor; but as far as
eating was concerned, I do not see how the Indians could have done
better. They had nothing to eat themselves, and they were wiser
than to think that apologies could supply the place of food to
their guests; so they drew their belts tighter and said nothing
about it. Another time when Winslow visited them, it being a
season of plenty with them, there was no deficiency in this
respect.

EDWARD WINSLOW

• That when their men came to us, they should leave their bows and arrows behind them, as we should 
do our [weapons] when we came to them. 
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June 14, Monday-25, Friday (Old Style): Convinced as they were that an attempt was being made to set up an Indian 
Confederacy against them in destruction of their hegemony, the authorities of the Rhode Island plantation, 
Plymouth colony, and Massachusetts Bay colony attempted to negotiate a continued peace with the Sachem 
Metacom of the Wampanoag, and meanwhile sought to obtain fresh guarantees of alliance with the Nipmuc 
and the Narragansett against the Wampanoag, just in case.

Here again however, I suppose the attitude expressed by the amateur historian Reverend Grindall Reynolds of 
Concord to be considerably more accurate and cogent than the attitude expressed by any of the professional 
historians of this period:

One of the deep-seated originary reasons for the “King Phillip’s War” was that in the vicinity of what is now 
Warren, Rhode Island, which at that time was being referred to as Sowams, the Europeans had begun to farm 
on rich fields at the margin of the Narragansett Bay, fields which had previously been planted every year by 
native Americans. Tribal law had been first come first serve: who-ever was able to plant where-ever. But these 
white people had developed the idea that if they planted someplace one season, the next season when they went 
there, nobody else better be planting on their land. “What’s mine is mine (what’s yours is mine, too).” 

Short of war, the native American culture simply had no mechanism for dealing with such greediness.

“As the star of the Indian descended, 
that of the Puritans rose ever higher.”

1675

But confederacy is a large term to apply to such desperate
struggles. In fact there was no simultaneousness in the
outbreak. It began in June with the raid on Swanzey. The
Nipmucks rose in July ; the tribes along the Connecticut
River in August ; those of New Hampshire and Maine in
September and October. The Narragansetts never rose at all
; but were attacked and destroyed in mid-winter, because
they did not deliver up fugitives ; and because their
loyalty was suspected ; — and, as it would seem from the
testimony of the Indian spy employed by the English,
unjustly.
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— Tourtellot, Arthur Bernon, THE CHARLES,
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941, page 63

King Phillip being very very dead, King Charles II sold Metacom’s 7,000 acres in Bristol and Warren to the 
Plymouth colony — which in turn would sell the land to four investors for £1,100 sterling.

1679

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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During this year and the next, an agreement between Rhode Island and Massachusetts would result in Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantation’s annexation of Cumberland and several East Bay towns such as Tiverton, 
Little Compton, Warren (which then included Barrington), and the international slave trade port of Bristol.

1746
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The population of Providence, Rhode Island amounted to, in the categories of the day: 747 men, 741 women, 
655 boys, 754 girls, 262 blacks, 275 men able to bear arms, and 406 enlisted soldiers.

John Green’s Map of the Most Inhabited Part of New England was based largely upon the previously published 
map by Dr. William Douglass. Dr. Douglass (1700-1752) had been a Scottish physician practicing in Boston 
who had studied in Edinburgh, Leyden, and Paris. Here are two details from his earlier map:

1755

EAST GREENWICH RI
MOUNT HOPE

PORTSMOUTH

TIVERTON

WARWICK RI
REHOBOTH

BRISTOL

WARREN

SWANSEA
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(In the lower right corner of this new 1855 offering we are offered the First Comers at Plymouth — being met 
on the shore by an Indian holding a pole with a liberty cap atop it!)

Also in this year, a map by Jean Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville:

CONCORD

CARTOGRAPHY
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Also in this year, a map by Thomas Kitchin:

May 19, Thursday: It became known in Warren, Rhode Island that one of the privateers of Captain Mark Anthony 
DeWolf of Bristol had captured a French snow north of Bermuda.

Here is Rhode Island privateering during the English war against the French, in comparison with the number 
of Rhode Island vessels taken by French privateers:

1757

RHODE

ISLAND

PRIVATEERS

RI VESSELS

TAKEN BY

FRENCH

1756 5 5

1757 10 5

1758 16 11

1759 2 5

1760 8 0

1761 3 14

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


12 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND SOWAMS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

“In the United States, every possible encouragement
should be given to privateering in time of war with a
commercial nation ... to distress and harass the enemy
and compel him to peace.”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1812

“If privateering had not been already well established
in the British Empire when Rhode Island first took to
the sea, Rhode Islanders would have had to invent it.
It suited them well.

— Hawes, Alexander Boyd, page 651

1762 22 11

1763 ? 1

1. Hawes, Alexander Boyd. OFF SOUNDINGS: ASPECTS OF THE MARITIME HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Chevy Chase MD: Posterity Press, 1999

RHODE

ISLAND

PRIVATEERS

RI VESSELS

TAKEN BY

FRENCH
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September: At Newport on Aquidneck Island occurred the first meeting of the new governing body for the proposed 
new Rhode Island institution of higher education. Among the 24 officials was Governor Stephen Hopkins, 
later to become a signer of the Declaration of Independence, who was named as the institution’s first 
chancellor, his political opponent Samuel Ward, who would serve several terms as the state governor, 
and Nicholas Brown (grandfather of the Nicholas Brown, Jr. after whom the College of Rhode Island 
eventually would be renamed Brown University). The Reverend James Manning, the originator of the idea, 
was settling in as pastor of a new Baptist church in Warren, and opening a Latin school there.

Since there is a story floating around to the effect that Rhode Island College was founded “by an assorted group 
of Revivalist Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, and Anglicans,” I will mention that not only was the 
first college president and sole instructor a Baptist minister, but also, later on, when one of his successors as 
college president would come to be suspected of not believing in each and every tenet of the Baptist faith — 
the man would be driven out.

November 15, Thursday: A Baptist church was organized for Warren, Rhode Island, over which the Reverend James 
Manning was installed as pastor. This would last some six years.

1764
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The Reverend James Manning was formally voted in as “President of the College of Rhode Island, and 
Professor of Languages, and other branches of learning, with full power to act in these capacities at Warren,” 
Rhode Island and would begin in 1766 with one student, William Rogers, who would grow up to become a 
Baptist preacher and educator in Philadelphia. Three others would join the class within a few days, and at the 
first commencement, in 1769, a class of seven would be graduated.

September: In Rhode Island occurred the second annual meeting of the new board of governors for their institution of 
higher education. As expected, the Reverend James Manning became the institution’s first president, and the 
Latin school he was setting up in his parsonage in Warren would become the first home of the College of 
Rhode Island.

Professor Manning was to teach languages, and in addition was to teach all the “other Branches of Learning.” 
The mountain labored, and brought forth a mouse: a 14-year-old named William Rogers, of Newport, would 
for the first nine months of its existence be this new school’s sole pupil.

1765

BROWN UNIVERSITY

BAPTISTS
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The Reverend James Manning, “President of the College of Rhode Island, and Professor of Languages, and 
other branches of learning, with full power to act in these capacities at Warren,” Rhode Island began the 
instruction of one student, William Rogers, and then another student appeared, Richard Stites. A couple more 
would join the class within a few days, so that at the first commencement, in 1769, a class of seven would be 
graduated, namely, Joseph Belton, Joseph Eaton, William Rogers, Richard Stites, Charles Thompson, James 
Mitchell Varnum, and William Williams.

Four more students enrolled at the College of Rhode Island in Warren, bringing the grand sum total to eleven.

At a meeting in the Baptist church of Warren, Rhode Island, the “Warren Association” was formed. It would 
be comprised initially of four Baptist churches, and was intended to function as a support group for the 
College. The Reverend James Manning would several times be chosen moderator of this Association.

1766

1767

BROWN UNIVERSITY

BAPTISTS

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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September 7, Thursday: The College of Rhode Island in Warren, Rhode Island held its first commencement and, 
before a Baptist church full of people from all parts of the colony, even the most distant parts, graduated seven 
students.

It is to be noted that on this signal occasion the President of the college, the Reverend James Manning, and all 
seven graduating students, were attired entirely in clothing that had been created in the New World from New 
World materials! (I am reminded of an occasion on which I witnessed the merry prankster Ken Kesey 
addressing a group of students at Stanford University, he being attired in a neat tan suit of clothing 
manufactured out of cloth of hemp.)

1769

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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Nathanael Greene moved to Coventry, Rhode Island to work in the family foundries and would eventually be 
in charge of one of them. During this year he would become a member of the Rhode Island General Assembly. 
(He would be re-elected three times.) During this year, also, he would participate in the 1st commencement of 
the College of Rhode Island to occur in Providence rather than in Warren.

The 2d edition of Alexander Cluny’s THE AMERICAN TRAVELER, published in London, offered a description 
of Rhode Island.

1770

THE AMERICAN TRAVELER
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February: The town and county of Warren having subscribed a total of £4,200 toward the erection of a college building, 
the Rhode Island College Corporation settled on Providence, rather than upon Warren or Newport, as the 
permanent home of their Baptist institution of higher education, and during the course of this year the building 
now known as University Hall would be erected by the contractor, Nicholas Brown & Company, in part by the 
use of slave labor. The pastor of the First Baptist Church of Providence desired to retire from the duties of his 
office, and that church invited President Manning to preach provisionally for them. Therefore the Reverend 
James Manning relocated from Warren to preach provisionally at Providence’s 1st Baptist Church as well as 

to continue to lead his Latin School. (During this year the Reverend was manumitting his only black slave. 
His Warren Latin School, which would soon eventuate as the Providence “University Grammar-School,” and 
is now known as Brown University, now admits black Americans as students: as I write this, a case is pending 
in regard to three white male students, accused of manhandling a black female student in front of a dorm while 
informing her that “You’re just a quota.” The black female student had, it would appear, attracted their ire 
because allegedly she had neglected to hold the door open for another student who was entering the dorm — 
these three white male students having decided, it would seem, upon an “open door” policy all of their own.)

May 25, Sunday: A British force of 500 men, including Hessian troops, marched through Warren and down the main 
street of Bristol, Rhode Island (now known as Hope Street), setting fire to many buildings and taking several 
citizens as prisoners to Newport. The posh residence of the family of Captain Mark Anthony DeWolf at the 
south corner of Burton and Hope streets was one of the 19 torched (the DeWolfs had fled to a farm in Swansea). 
Most of the houses burnt were the barracks of American troops or homes of prominent “rebels.” (Bristol now 
boasts the oldest continuous 4th-of-July celebration in America. First staged in 1785, it was begun by 
Bristolians who had taken part in the revolution.)

After the failure of the American drive to recapture Newport, Rhode Island, Jemimah Wilkinson, who had 
become known as “The Universal Friend,” and some of her associates, obtained General John Sullivan’s 
permission and the British commander’s permission to pass through the military lines and pay a visit to 

1778

CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
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England. It has been suspected that her agenda was to pay an evangelical visit to King George III.

This agenda would fail of accomplishment, but she would succeed in winning over Judge William Potter of 
South Kingstown, Rhode Island. He would in 1780 create a sanctuary for her and her little group of admirers 
on his estate at Little Rest (now Kingston).

Universal Friend would be going on preaching trips escorted by her father. Eventually her father would be 
replaced at her side, first by Judge Potter and then by her cadre of women friends. Her caravan –usually 12, 
riding two by two behind her spirited horse with her seated on a stunning white leather and blue velvet saddle– 
would find its way to Philadelphia and Worchester in Pennsylvania. Meetinghouses would be established, 
initially in South Kingston at the home of Judge Potter and then also in New Milford, Connecticut.2

The town of Acton was keeping tabs on how much the revolution was costing them:

A full estimate of the services cannot be made. This town had
the honor of furnishing several officers during the
revolutionary war. Lieutenant Colonel Francis Faulkner and
Captain Simon Hunt were in the battle at White Plains, and at
other times were also engaged in actual service.
The constitution was adopted by more than two thirds of the votes
of the town.3

2. We are tempted to disrespect such a person as a mere self-deluded religious poseur — but in all fairness, if we do so there are any 
number of posturing males, cut from the same broadcloth, even today on the tube, whom we should also “diss.”

4 men Rhode Island 2¼ months May and June at £6=£24

4 men Northern Army 4 months Aug. to Dec. at £24=£96

4 men Northern Army 1½ months Oct. and Nov. at £9=£36

4 men Cambridge 5 months Nov. to April at £12=£48

6 men Cambridge 3 months April to July at £7¼=£43½

3. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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The “Meeting for Sufferings” committee of the New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, with Friend Moses Brown acting as clerk of that committee, noted that £134 was lying around in their 
education kitty and decided to bite the bullet and create a Yearly Meeting School. They considered Providence, 
Portsmouth, and East Greenwich in Rhode Island, and Lynn in Massachusetts, and settled on Portsmouth 
because they were offered the use of a room in the local Friends meetinghouse together with the rental income 
from a number of house lots that Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting owned in Newport. Friend Isaac Lawton 
there could be the schoolmaster at an annual salary of £75, and local families were volunteering to provide 
room and board for as many as 30 young scholars.

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island provided half the funds for a “compleat Philosophical Apparatus 
and Library” of science at the College of Rhode Island — clearly they were able to take a “philosophical” 
pecunia-non-olet attitude, at the time, toward the fact that such moneys arose at least in part from the 
international vending of human beings, both between Africa and America (the international trade in new 

1783

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


22 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND SOWAMS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

slaves) and from region to region along the American coast (local resale of used slaves).

Here is an example of the local resale of used slaves mentioned above (something that we seldom take into 
consideration when thinking about these issues), a local resale practice that would be allowed to continue 
unimpeded even after the “international slave trade” and its dread Middle Passage had been benevolently 
interdicted. In this year, a white widow of Warren, Rhode Island, Roby Luther Whitting, was having 
difficulties with her slave lad Fantee. She had leased her property to Edward Jones of Providence on May 22, 
1782 to be used for a period of one year, but Jones had been dissatisfied with Fantee’s labor and also 
dissatisfied with Fantee’s general attitude. In a letter to the widow on January 17, 1783 he asked to be paid 
damages, alleging that the boy had been guilty of “every vice under the sun,” vices unspecified. In this 
situation, Fantee escaped, was recaptured and imprisoned, and was then returned in disgrace in irons to the 
widow in Warren. The slavemistress, at her wit’s end, on February 6, 1783 entrusted her black, “about Eighteen 
or Twenty Years Old a Healthy Active Lad,” to Isaac Gorham of the Patty to be sold in the West Indies, to be 
taught a lesson he wouldn’t forget by being gradually worked to death in the cane fields. (On the voyage 
thither, Captain Gorham’s sloop would be intercepted by a British warship and lucky Fantee would find 
himself confiscated as contraband.)

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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June 14, Monday: The federal Congress created the Rhode Island custom districts of Providence and Newport. These 
two districts handled all ship traffic connecting with nine Rhode Island ports, in the Providence district, 
Providence and Pawtuxet, and, in the Newport district, Newport, North Kingstown, East Greenwich, Westerly, 
Bristol, Warren, and Barrington.

1790

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/19/00DECADE/02/1902RI_EdwardField_1790_1811.pdf


24 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND SOWAMS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

February 15, Wednesday: On September 14, 1796, some four and a half years after the fact, Isaiah Burr of Warren and 
Newport, Rhode Island would appear before the Town Clerk of Providence to certify that, in consideration of 
a payment of sixty spanish milled Dollars received, he had on this day in the past sold a piece of the property 
of his deceased father, to wit a black boy named Jack, to Bacchus Overing to have and to hold for and during 
the natural Life of Said Jack. This transaction was duly recorded on page 144 in Volume 25 of the town 
records:

We note several interesting elements in this record. First, would the delay of some four and a half years have 
been the period of time during which Bacchus Overing was coming up with the sixty spanish milled Dollars? 
(I cannot think of any other explanation, offhand.) And we immediately note the utterly strange fact, that 
within the body of the note the family name of Bacchus Overing was omitted — does this utterly strange fact 
signal to us that the purchaser Bacchus was himself a man of color? (I cannot think of any other explanation.) 
Now putting two and two together, –could it be that this Bacchus Overing was the father of this “black Boy 
named Jack the Property of my Father deceased”, –that he was purchasing his own son, to set his son free?

1792

^ÇÉã tÄÄ `xÇ uç à{xáx ÑÜxáxÇàá à{tà \ \át|t{ UâÜÜ 
Éy jtÜÜxÇ |Ç à{x fàtàx Éy e{Éwx \áÄtÇw \Ç~xxÑxÜ [sic] yÉÜ tÇw |Ç
VÉÇá|wxÜtà|ÉÇ Éy à{x fâÅ Éy á|åàç áÑtÇ|á{ Å|ÄÄxw WÉÄÄtÜá à{x
exvx|Ñà ã{xÜxÉy \ {xÜxuç tv~ÇÉãÄxwzx {täx utÜzt|Çxw zÜtÇàxw 9
áÉÄw tÇw uç à{xáx cÜxáxÇàá wÉ zÜtÇà? utÜzt|Ç tÇw áxÄÄ âÇàÉ
Utvv{âá bäxÜ|Çz tÄÄ Åç e|z{à? g|àÄx tÇw \ÇàxÜxáà |Ç tÇw àÉ t
uÄtv~ UÉç ÇtÅxw ]tv~ à{x cÜÉÑxÜàç Éy Åç Ytà{xÜ wxvxtáxw? tÇw tÄÄ à{x
e|z{à? g|àÄx tÇw \ÇàxÜxáà Éy tÄÄ tÇw tÇç Éà{xÜ cxÜáÉÇ vÄt|Å|Çz âÇwxÜ
Åç tyÉÜxát|w Ytà{xÜ àÉ {täx tÇw àÉ {ÉÄw à{x át|w UÉç ]tv~ tá à{x ÑÜÉ@
ÑxÜàç Éy à{x át|w Utvv{âá tÇw {|á XåxvâàÉÜá tÇw tyá|zÇá yÉÜ tÇw wâ@
Ü|Çz à{x ÇtàâÜtÄ _|yx Éy à{x ft|w ]tv~? tÇw \ wÉ {xÜxuç yâÜà{xÜ vÉäxÇtÇà
tÇw tzÜxx àÉ tÇw ã|à{ à{x át|w Utvv{âá {|á XåxvâàÉÜá tÇw tyá|zÇá
à{tà \ ã|ÄÄ ãtÜÜtÇà tÇw wxyxÇw {|Å |Ç ÑÉyáxyá|ÉÇ Éy à{x át|w UÉç
]tv~ tÇw \ {xÜxuç u|Çw Åç XåxvâàÉÜá tÇw [x|Üá uç à{xáx ÑÜxáxÇàá
tzt|Çáà à{x VÄt|Åá ÉÜ WxÅtÇwá Éy tÇç cxÜáÉÇ ã{tàxäxÜA
Z|äxÇ âÇwxÜ Åç [tÇw tÇw fxtÄ à{|á y|yàxxÇà{ Wtç Éy YxuÜâtÜç
DJLEA
fxtÄxw tÇw wxÄ|äxÜxw |Ç à{x ÑÜxáxÇvx Éy
eÉu à gA gâv{Åâàç }  \át|t{ UâÜÜA‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰ axãÑÉÜà e{Éwx \áÄtÇw Yxu çDH à{DJLEA
exv|xäxw [sic] Éy à{x ã|à{|Ç ÇtÅxw Utvv{âá bäxÜ@
|Çz à{x fâÅ Éy á|åàç WÉÄÄtÜá ux|Çz à{x VÉÇá|wx@
Ütà|ÉÇ ã|à{|Ç ÇtÅxwA }  \át|t{ UâÜÜAeÉu à gA gâv{ÅâàçA‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰‰

exvÉÜwxw fxÑàxÅuxÜ DG à{TWDJLIA
j|àÇxyá ]xÜA g|ÄÄ|Çz{táà gÉãÇ VÄxÜ~

SLAVERY

MANUMISSION
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WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1793. Providence, Rhode Island: B. 
Wheeler. 

A cut of arms of the United States appears on the title page.

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1793. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: John Carter.

THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR 1793, by Elisha Thornton, and PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY, OR 
AN ALMANACK FOR 1793. Warren: Nathaniel Phillips.

The first Warren almanac. A cut of the Arms of the United States
appears on the title page.

1793
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CARLETON’S ALMANACK (ENLARGED AND IMPROVED) FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1793.... Osgood 
Carleton. Boston: Printed and sold by Samuel Hall, No. 53, Cornhill. Carleton was “a Teacher of 
Mathematicks in Boston,” and produced almanacs for the years 1790-1798. In this year’s “enlarged and 
improved” edition he devoted two calendar pages to each month, rather than one. At the top of each calendar 
page was an important event of American history. This included an excerpt from THE MEMOIRS OF CAPT. JOHN 
SMITH. A lunar eclipse was illustrated by a cut.

(Same.) 2d edition.

Initial issue of the MASSACHUSETTS FARMER’S ALMANAC, prepared by Robert Bailey Thomas. 
This publication would become something of a recognized New England institution, in much the same fashion 
as in this century the National Geographic Magazine has become a recognized national institution:

THE NEW ENGLAND CALLENDAR: OR ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 1793. BEING FIRFT AFTER 
BIFFECTILE, OR LEAP YEAR, AND THE 17TH OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF AMERICA. CALCULATED FOR THE 
LATITUDE OF BOFTON, BUT WILL FERVE FOR EITHER OF THE ADJACENT STATES. “Richard Aftrologer.” Boston: 
Printed and sold by Nathaniel Coverly.... This was one of several issued in this year by Coverly. The title cut 
was of a cherub consulting a globe. There were three pages of epigrams and epitaphs.

THE BLITHEDALE ROMANCE: “Your literature,” continued Zenobia,
apparently delighted with her description, “will be the Farmer’s
Almanac; for, I observe, our friend Foster never gets so far as
the newspaper. When you happen to sit down, at odd moments, you
will fall asleep, and make nasal proclamation of the fact, as he
does; and invariably you must be jogged out of a nap, after
supper, by the future Mrs. Coverdale, and persuaded to go
regularly to bed. And on Sundays; when you put on a blue coat with
brass buttons, you will think of nothing else to do, but to go
and lounge over the stone-walls and rail-fences, and stare at the
corn growing. And you will look with a knowing eye at oxen, and
will have a tendency to clamber over into pig-sties, and feel of
the hogs, and give a guess how much they will weigh, after you
shall have stuck and dressed them. Already, I have noticed, you
begin to speak through your nose, and with a drawl. Pray, if you
really did make any poetry to-day, let us hear it in that kind of
utterance!”
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THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1794. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence, Rhode Island: Carter and 
Wilkinson.

THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK, WITH AN EPHEMERIS FOR 1794. By Elisha Thornton. Warren: Nathaniel 
Phillips for Jacob Richardson, Newport.

(Thornton’s?) SHEET ALMANACK FOR 1794. (Providence?) Broadside. Advertised in Providence Gazette.

PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY, OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1794. Warren: Nathaniel Phillips.

WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR AN ALMANACK, FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1794.... 
[Benjamin West]. Providence: Printed ... by Bennett Wheeler. Title cut of lunar eclipse.

Two-plus pages were devoted to “Thirteen Allegories.” Described the “famous thieves vinegar” that had been 
such an effective remedy during the 1666 plague in London.

The arms of the United States and of Rhode Island appear on title
page of this and subsequent Phillips almanacs.

1794
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A POCKET ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1795...TO WHICH IS ANNEXED, THE MASSACHUSETTS 
REGISTER.... Boston: Printed and sold by Thomas & John Fleet. The first 20 pages was an almanac, most likely 
that of Nathanael Low. The remainder of the pages were devoted to tables and listings such as the 
Massachusetts county census of 1791, Light Houses on the Head Lands and Islands of the United States, 
Practitioners of Law in Massachusetts, Cutters employed in Aid of the Customs, Post Office Matters, and 
Ministers, Churches and Religious Assemblies in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

AN ASTRONOMICAL DIARY: OR ALMANACK, FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1796.... “Isaac Bickerstaff.” 
Boston: Printed for B. Larkin, E. Larkin.... The calculations correspond closely to those of Osgood Carleton’s 
almanac for 1796.

PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY; OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1795. Warren, Rhode Island: Nathaniel Phillips.

1795
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ANDERSON REVIVED: BEING AN ALMANACK, AND EPHEMERIS FOR 1795. By John Anderson. Newport: Henry 
C. Southwick and Co.

WHEELERS’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1795. Providence: Bennett Wheeler.

(Same, with variation on last ten pages.)

NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1795. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson.

THE RHODE-ISLAND REGISTER FOR 1795. 

Bartlett ascribes this to Elijah Fenton. It was bound both with
the Bickerstaff and with the Thornton almanacs for 1796. 

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1795. By Elisha Thornton. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson.

THORNTON’S SHEET ALMANACK FOR 1795. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

Broadside. Advertised in Providence Gazette.

A POCKET ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1796...TO WHICH IS ANNEXED THE MASSACHUSETTS 
REGISTER.... Boston: Printed and sold by T. & J. Fleet. The first 20 pages of this formed an almanac with 
calculations by Nathanael Low. The remainder was devoted to tables and listings such as of Federal, State and 
local officials, Practitioners of Law in Massachusetts, Physicians and Surgeons Practicing in Boston, Post 
Office Matters, and Ministers, Churches and Religious Assemblies in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Paul Revere is to be found, as President of the Mechanic Association in Boston.

WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR ALMANACK FOR 1796. Providence, Rhode Island: B. Wheeler. 

There is a cut of arms of Rhode Island on the title page. 

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1796. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

1796
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It contains the man of signs cut. 

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1796. By Elisha Thornton. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson.

THORNTON’S SHEET ALMANACK FOR 1796. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

Broadside. Advertised in Providence Gazette. 

PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY; OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1796. Warren: Nathaniel Phillips. 

The Rhode Island Historical Society has a copy sewed with March
as the first month.

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/19/10DECADE/15/1915_AAS_II.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/19/10DECADE/15/1915_AAS_II.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/19/10DECADE/15/1915_AAS_II.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/19/10DECADE/15/1915_AAS_II.pdf


32 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND SOWAMS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

THOMAS’S MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT, RHODE-ISLAND, NEWHAMPSHIRE & VERMONT ALMANACK ... 
FOR ... 1797. Printed at Worcester, Massachusetts, for Isaiah Thomas. Ten pages of this almanac were devoted 
to President George Washington’s Farewell Address, dated September 17, 1796, a communication in the form 
of an oration which actually was only printed, never delivered. The author pointed out that “this valuable 
legacy to his country (printed variously) sells from 12 1/2 to 50 cents” and was therefore a bargain — since 
the cost of this almanac was but 10 cents.

PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY: OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1797. Warren, Rhode Island: Nathaniel Phillips.

WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1797. Providence: B. Wheeler. 

The United States arms appear on the title page. 

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1797. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

A cut of the eclipse is shown. 

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1797. By Elisha Thornton and Eliab Wilkinson. Providence: Carter and 
Wilkinson. 

1797
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It contains two cuts of the eclipse and the man of signs.

Benjamin West became the College of Rhode Island’s Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.

PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY; OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1798. Warren, Rhode Island: Nathaniel Phillips. 
(These almanacs had been put out in Warren since 1793, but this one would be the last of the series.)

WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1798. Providence: B. Wheeler. 

The United States arms appear on the title page. 

THE RHODE-ISLAND CALENDAR OR ALMANACK FOR 1798. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Printed for and sold by 
Joseph J. Todd, at his bookstores in Providence and Newport. 

There is no ruled border on the text.

NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1798. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

1798
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Cut of man of signs appears.

 THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1800. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence, Rhode Island: John Carter.4

THE UNITED STATES ALMANACK FOR 1800. By Eliab Wilkinson of Smithfield. Warren: Nathaniel Phillips.

THE NEW-ENGLAND CALENDAR, AND EPHEMERIS FOR 1800. By Eliab Wilkinson of Smithfield. Warren: 
Nathaniel Phillips. 

Two pages are used for each month.

THE NEW-ENGLAND CALENDAR, AND EPHEMERIS FOR 1800. By Eliab Wilkinson of Smithfield. Newport: 
Printed for Jacob Richardson. 

Two pages are used for each month. 

1800

4. John Carter (1745-1814) had been an apprentice in the print shop of Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia, and in that of William 
Goddard in Providence. Along with William Goddard and later William’s mother Sarah Goddard he published the Providence 
Gazette, until in 1768 at the age of 23 he became sole proprietor. In 1772 he had become Providence’s 1st postmaster. He was one 
of the partners of the Carter and Wilkinson publishing firm. His daughter Ann Carter got married with Nicholas Brown, his daughter 
Rebecca Carter got married with Amos Throop Jenckes, and his daughter Elizabeth Ann Carter got married with Walter Raleigh 
Danforth. Walter Raleigh Danforth (1787-1861), a son of Job Danforth (1745-1830), would graduate from the College of Rhode 
Island (Brown University) in 1805 and become clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court of Providence in 1807, editor of the Providence 
Gazette in 1820. He would in 1825 found a weekly newspaper named Microcosm.
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THE NEWPORT ALMANACK FOR 1800. Newport: Oliver Farnsworth. 

Probably compiled by Remington Southwick as one by him is
referred to in the American Minerva of Dedham, Oct. 9, 1800.
There is an ornamental cut on title pap and the man of signs cut
on page two. 

 February 4, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day Morng — After breakfasting at Henrys set out for home 
we started from Jos Anthonys came over John Browns Bridge - 
stoped at Coles in Warren & bated our horse then over Bristol 
ferry to Holder Chases & dined & reached Home early in the eveng 
- With a thankful Heart that I had been once more favord to be 
at a Quarterly Meeting & to find my dear wife & little son in 
pretty good Health

1814

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 February 2, Wednesday: The Spanish cortes passed restrictions on King Fernando VII (should he be released 
by the French).

Luigi Cherubini was named a lieutenant in the “corps de musique” of the National Guard in Paris.

Visiting Providence during the cold snap, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould and his travel party overnighted at 
Elmgrove, the home of Friend Moses Brown:

4th day This Morng tho’ the prospect was dubious I went in the 
mud & slow [snow?] out to J Weavers & rode with him to 
Providence - We stoped James Maxwells in Warren & dined - then 
went on & reached Moses Brown before night in evening we crossed 
Moses Bridge. - We lodged with our fr Moses it is the first time 
I was ever there & found him the same interesting character at 
home as abroad. —

The following morning, on their way into Providence, they stopped off to say hello at the home of Moses’s son 
Moses Obadiah Brown.

 August 10, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 10th of 8th M / At meeting this forenoon I Thorn was 
largely concerned in testimony to good satisfaction. — he dined 
with aunt Nancy & had a setting in the family Father Rodman 
Sister Ruth with Hannah & myself were present. The opportunity 
will doubtless be memoreble to Several of us who he has 
particularly addressed —After which he set out for Warren 
accompanied by Benjm Hadwen on his way to Bolton Quarterly 
Meeting. — Our Afternoon Meeting was nearly silent.

 February 3, Tuesday: Very early on this day, the lower Ohio Valley experienced the harshest winter storm 
since white settlement had begun in 1788. Dr. Sam Hildreth of Marietta reported a blanket of snow fully 26 
inches in depth, undrifted. Severe cold was to follow throughout eastern Ohio, with the Fahrenheit 
thermometer displaying 20 degrees below 0.

John Keats wondered, in regard to the work product of William Wordsworth (whom he had recently met), 
whether we should allow ourselves to be “bullied into a certain philosophy engendered in the whims of an 
egotist”?

It may be said that we ought to read our Contemporaries, that 

1817

1818

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 37

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND SOWAMS

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Wordsworth &c should have their due from us. but for the sake 
of a few fine imaginative or domestic passages, are we to be 
bullied into a certain Philosophy engendered in the whims of an 
Egotist— Every man has his speculations, but every man does not 
brood and peacock over them till he makes a false coinage and 
deceives himself — Many a man can travel to the very bourne of 
Heaven, and yet want confidence to put down his half seeing.... 
Poetry should be great & unobtrusive, a thing which enters into 
one's soul, and does not startle it or amaze it with itself but 
with its subject. — How beautiful are the retired flowers! how 
would they lose their beauty were they to throng into the highway 
crying out, admire me I am a violet! dote upon me I am a 
primrose! Modern poets differ from the Elizabethans in this.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 3rd of 2nd M 1818 / Set out this morning in a Sleigh in 
company with Isaac Mitchell Richard Mitchell & their sister Anne 
& Sister Eliza Rodman for Providence Quarterly Meeting - We 
reached Warren by dinner time, & dined at Cobs Tavern while there 
it began to Snow, & we rode in an increasing Storm of Wind Rain 
& Snow - sister E & myself Stoped at O Browns where were were 
soon joined by our dear Acquaintance from Lynn vizt Daniel 
Johnson Ezra Collins Isaac Bassett & wife & Mary Newhall & Saml 
Rodman from New Bedford & several others from this Q[uarterly] 
Meeting we passed a very pleasant evening after a pretty 
suffering ride & lodged

 February 3, Thursday: John Keats’s hemorrhaging began. Trained in medicine, he recognized the blood as 
arterial and understood that this indicated that his disease was terminal.5

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day attended the Quarterly Meeting at large, in the first 
meeting we were burdened with several appearances from Micah 
Ruggles who I desire & pray may experience deeper Wisdom than 
he has yet known Thos Anthony was engaged in a lively testimony 
-there were several other appearances of which I can say but 
little.- —
In the last meeting there was but little buisness & the heft of 
the first meeting remained I dined at Moses Browns, spent the 
remainder of the Afternoon & evening, in a very agreeable & 
edifying conversation with Moses & several friends there —lodged 
& next morning rode again to Providence & set out for home over 
India Bridge - we dined at James Maxwells in Warren & proceeded 
to Bristol Ferry but found Ice obstructed so that it was not 
prudent to cross & we returned to Warren & lodged at James 
Maxwells who very kindly entertained us. — 7th day, This Morning 
set out from Warren to Sleids ferry where we crossed in season 
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to get to Abraham Barkers to dinner & got home before night.
This little journey tho’ attended with considerable bodily & 
mental suffering I trust has been a proffitable one to me — I 
was impressed with a belief that it was best for me to go being 
in health & not knowing how soon it may be otherwise with me. —
time is both short & Uncertain many of my towns men & women have 
been removed the last year, some of whom promised a long & useful 
life.-1st day [Sunday] 6th of 2nd M 1820 / Our Meetings were 
both silent & to me seasons of labor. —

Elisha Kent Kane was born in Philadelphia.

Elisha Kent Kane passed a relatively unremarkable childhood.
A first-born child, his family moved several times as it grew,
within the precincts of Philadelphia, finally moving to an
estate named Rensselaer. According to his contemporaneous
biographer, William Elder, Kane was an average student, who was
accepted at the University of Virginia. In his second year of
college he contracted rheumatic fever. This event, more than any
other was to configure the rest of his life. The first outcome
of his illness was his attraction to the world of medicine. Upon
his graduation from the University of Virginia, Kane began the
study of medicine in Philadelphia. By twenty-two, he had
published a study of early pregnancy detection in the American
Journal of Medical Sciences. More profound than this was the
effect of the resulting terminal endocarditis on his world view.
In the present time, of course, the existence of antibiotics
would make short work of a chronic infection of the cardiac
lining. In the early 19th century, however, it was a death
sentence. Perhaps a couple of years would pass, perhaps a few
decades, but the sentence was final. Kane set out with a
vengeance to live a life that would be remembered. Joining the

5. He would succumb at the age of 25, four months after his engagement to Fanny Brawne as depicted in the Jane Campion movie 
“Bright Star” — Fanny’s loveletters would be placed in the coffin.

Fanny would not languish forever in grief, but would marry with Louis Lindon, Esq. and bear him three children and lead a long life.
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US Navy, he set out to discover the world. Finding himself in
the South Pacific, he descended into the crater of an active
volcano to retrieve water samples, much to the dismay of his
companions, who fled the scene in mortal fear. Travelling to
China, he practiced medicine on a hospital ship for several
months before setting off to the west through India and Egypt,
Athens and Paris. Two more tours of stultifying naval duty sent
him to the White House to beg for a more exciting tour of duty.
President Polk assigned him to an extremely dangerous mission:
carry a message to the commander of American forces in Mexico
during the Mexican-American War. After saving a Mexican general
from being murdered by the mercenaries hired to escort him to
Mexico City, Kane emerged as an important figure at the
international level. Once again bored by navy duty, he wrote the
Secretary of War, proposing a mission to the Arctic to rescue a
missing British explorer, Sir John Franklin. Two weeks later
began the most incredible chapters in this man’s life, as he set
off to Baffin Bay, between Canada and Greenland. Three out of
the next five years were spent locked in pack ice, under
unendurable conditions. After the incredible feat of leading
eighteen of his twenty men to safety on foot, Kane wrote the
largest selling book in American history about his adventures.
Although largely forgotten today, Elisha Kent Kane was a hugely
popular figure in the latter half of the nineteenth century. It
has been said that, if homesteaders heading west across the
United States’ frontier carried two books, one was certainly by
Dr. Kane; the other was probably a Bible. His rescue missions
to the Arctic were widely regarded as suicidal. Inasmuch as his
missions were validated by the scientific goal of the discovery
of the Open Polar Sea (a popular theory among scientists of the
era,) his was a scientific as well as a cultural mandate. His
published accounts held a nation spellbound. The efforts
connected with the writing of the account of his second mission
(abetted by the “dragon within” of his chronic endocaditis)
eventually killed him. Upon his death in Havana at the age of
thirty-seven, the Governor of Cuba personally escorted the
cortege as far as New Orleans. From New Orleans to Cincinnati,
the banks of Mississippi were lined with mourners, and the train
trip from Cincinnati to Philadelphia took nearly four days
because of the throngs on the tracks. His funeral was the largest
in American history, eclipsed only by Lincoln’s a decade later.
Culturally, Kane was the embodiment of Patricia Limerick’s
“sustainable American hero,” representing the ascent of American
Science and Technology to the stature of the European
Renaissance and Enlightenment movements of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries.
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 August 3, Thursday: Simon Mayr read his study of Franchinus Gaffurius to the Ateneo, Bergamo. This was 
the initial portion of a projected book on various people. He would be prevented from completing the work by 
illness and death.

President James Monroe instructed that the Africans of the negrero Antelope were to be held in Savannah by 
US Marshal John H. Morel until the white people could come to agreement on their destiny.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day Again went to Portsmouth to attend the Quarterly Meeting 
at Large, the first appearance was from a young Woman from Lynn 
in supplication much to dissatisfaction - Then a short lively 
testimony from Thos Anthony, the rest of the service fell 
chiefly to our dear friend & Brother Charles Osborn. he had much 
also to communicate in the last meeting & visited the womens 
meeting - We dined at Uncle Peters after which Sister Ruth & 
Eleanor Lawton & myself went on towards Providence in the Waggon 
& reached James maxwells in Warren before night. Sister Ruth & 
I with the view of attending the School committee & Eleanor to 
enter as Nurse in the Yearly Meeting school

 June 15, Friday: The guard in the King’s Mews mutinied in support of Lady Caroline Amelia of Brunswick-
Wolfenbüttel, Princess of Wales.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day / My Mother, Cousin Molly Howland & Cousin Hannah 
Gardiner Spent the Afternoon with us - we also had a call from 
Micajah Collins & wife who remain in Town, expecting to be here 
on first day. — Stephen Grellett Attends a meeting at Warren 
this Afternoon & expects to return to Portsmouth & attend 
meeting there next first Day

 August 12, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 12th of 8 M 1821 / Our meetings were both solid - D 
Buffum in the forenoon & father Rodman in the Afternoon 
deliver’d short testimonys — 
After meeting in the Afternoon by request of Geo [?] Hazard set 
out with his son Alfred to go to Plainfield in Connecticut to 
place him at Rowland Greenes school The first night we lodged 
at Uncle Stantons. 2nd day [Monday] morning rose early & 
reached Benj Pearces at the Toll gate in Portsmouth & took 
breakfast then crossed Bristol ferry & rode to Warren where we 
fed our horse, then went on to Providence & reached Moses Brown’s 
& lodged - 3rd day Morning proceeded on our journey stoped at 
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several places to rest, & reached Sterling to dinner then went 
on & reached Rowlands House by the middle of the Afternoon — 
found it a pleasant situation, & the people also very pleasant 
within doors 

Lodged there & on 4th day Morning, left my charge - & proceeded 
homewards, suffering much with the heat - dined at Fishes tavern 
in Scituate - then came —[obscured] & got into town in season 
to take a dish of tea at Obadiah Browns, walked round Providence 
to transact a little buisness & then rode out to Moses Browns & 
lodged, spending the evening in his very interesting company —
5th day Morning went up to the Yearly Meeting School & spent a 
little time very satisfactorily with the Superintendent & 
teachers, then came on to Warren and Dined & in the Afternoon 
reached home
This little journey has been in a good degree proffitable to me 
- my views have been extended, I have seen a greater extent of 
inland country than I ever did before, - it was the first time, 
& may be the only time I ever shall be in the State of 
Connecticut. — The Scenerey of the country has afforded an 
abundant theme for reflection & much beyond my theme of 
contemplation. - but according to my measure, I endeavour’d to 
proffit by it - In & about Providence I met with some of my 
friends that I love, & whose company is proffitable, so that 
altho’ there has been no pecuniary benefit, yet is has been no 
loss. —

 March 4, Thursday: The “National Institution for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck was founded in the 
United Kingdom, to be renamed in 1858 The Royal National Lifeboat Institution.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 4th of 3 M / At meeting, which was attended by many 
besides our own members, Isaac Stevenson was engaged in very 
acceptable testimony - at the close of it a meeting was appointed 
at 6 OC in the evening, the Middle & Winter apartments of the 
House were filled & the Gospel was preached in the 
demonstrations & power of it, greatly to the satisfaction & I 
have no doubt to the edification of Many of the Auditory, who 
were very still & reverently attendtive — Isaac Dined with us, 
with his Companion Saml Wood, They took tea at Father Rodmans, 
& lodge tonight at J Dennis’s who waits on them to Bristol & 
Warren tomorrow where they intend to Appoint Meetings.—

 August 5, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day was our Quarterly Meeting at large, which was attended 
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by many & was a very solid sitting, Mary B Allen was concerned 
in a Solid testimony & the Meeting closed rather sooner than 
common but I believe all in right time. -
The buisness was well conducted & John R Davis was engaged in a 
very lively testimony also Obadiah Davis said a little in the 
life & the Meeting closed early, after which I got into the 
Chaise with William Jenkins & rode to Warren & Dined at Coles 
tavern, the rest of the distance to Providence I rode with Wm 
Almy & reached Moses Browns House a little before sunset where 
I lodged -

 June 14, Tuesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day My mind low & oppressed with my own infirmitys & in 
addition to which have heard this Morning that my brother James 
W Gould has arrived at Warren & my Brother Isaac has gone in a 
Chaise to see him — I am going to Select Meeting & hope to feel 
divine help
Both our Meetings today, Select & that for the body at large, 
were seasons of favour, order & harmony, in which my mind has 
been comforted & enlarged — we have had many of our dear Friends 
at our house & Moses Brown, Abigail Barker, Mary Allenson & some 
others at tea
Brother James returned home with Br Isaac this afternoon -
The first time we have seen him in about 16 Years

 September 14, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day I again took the Rush Light & returned to Providence 
stoping at Warren on our way to take Passengers who had been 
there to attend a Baptist Convention. — We had a great many on 
board, & among them was my old neighbour Robert Rogers. — it was 
a pleasant Passage, & with James W Kinzey a young man of Newport 
& a Baptist Preacher - I had considerable conversation, which 
I apprehend was not hurtful but might tend to usefulness. —
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The Providence, Warren, and Bristol railroad link began to provide mass transportation for the East Bay region 
of Rhode Island. If the locomotive used for this service was a new one, it may have looked like this, for this 
was “A good Standard Type” built by Danforth Cooke & Company in 1855:

William J. Brown would report a beginning of a decline, in the Baptist church for people of color on College 
Hill in Providence, Rhode Island, due to their having lost their minister:

PAGES 121-124: Our church had been in a very low state. It
commenced to decrease in 1855, directly after our pastor, Rev.
Chauncey Leonard, left us. He had been with us some two years,
when he united with us. He had come directly from a theological
institution. His education was good, and his oratory surpassed
any pastor that ever graced our pulpit since the organization
of our church. He was receiving from us four hundred dollars a
year, which was all we were able to give, and a portion of that
came from the Rhode Island State Convention. But our pastor was
greatly in debt for his education, and if he did not go as a
missionary to Liberia, he must repay them. As soon as they
learned that he had settled over our church, they demanded their
pay, and this brought him into such straitened circumstances
that he could not remain here and support his family; and having
an offer from the people in Baltimore, Md., to take charge of a
select school, and supply a church, with a salary of six hundred
dollars, he tendered his resignation to our church and accepted
the call to Baltimore. That left us without any pastor, and the
church fell into a despondent state.... Brother Waterman
remarked that we had better disband, as we were all paupers, our
pastor had gone and we could not do anything. But the majority
proposed to continue together and trust in the Lord.

(During this period of his church’s vulnerability, Brown would be serving proudly as a lay minister or 
exhorter.)
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February 15, Sunday: An extraordinarily different article appeared in the local Providence, Rhode Island newspaper, 
the “ProJo”:

History of slavery in R.I. not a story in black and white, but shades of gray

By JODY McPHILLIPS, Journal-Bulletin Staff Writer

Steven Spielberg shot his slave-revolt film La Amistad
in Rhode Island because the state has great Colonial
architecture.
It made sense for other reasons.
Rhode Island played a bigger role than any other state
in the Atlantic slave trade and had the only slave
plantations in New England. At the same time, it was an
early leader in the efforts to abolish slavery.
“Throughout the 18th century, Rhode Island merchants
controlled between 60 and 90 percent of the American
trade in African slaves,” writes historian Jay Coughtry
in THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE
TRADE, 1700-1807.
To be fair, the American slave trade amounted to just a
small fraction of the European trade, which brought more
than 11 million Africans to the New World over nearly
400 years.
Only half a million of them went directly to North
American colonies; the rest went to the plantations and
slave markets of Central and South America, from which
some would be resold later to the southern colonies.
By comparison Rhode Island, which came the closest of
any colony to having a slave trade of its own, made more
than 900 slaving voyages during the 18th century,
transporting about 106,000 slaves.
Few actually settled in Rhode Island, which was poorly
suited for large-scale agriculture with its small rocky
farms and icy winters. But they were bought from the
slave fortresses of Africa’s Gold Coast with Rhode
Island-made rum; transported on Rhode Island-built
ships to the slave markets of the Caribbean; and later
dressed in Rhode Island-made slave cloth.
Why did Rhode Island get so involved?
Money, mostly. The state had good ports and skilled
seamen but not much good farmland. Once the fertile
areas of South County were settled, the only place to
make real money was at sea.
And no trade was as profitable as slaving.
Slave traders like the Browns of Providence amassed
great fortunes, enough to build those mansions along
Benefit Street and to found Brown University. Later,
Rhode Island textile manufacturers produced the coarse
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cotton cloth slaves wore throughout the New World, much
like prison garb today.
There were also coincidental connections.
Two groups who eventually settled here –the Portuguese
and the Cape Verdeans– played huge roles in the early
slave trade. In the 1400s, the Portuguese were the first
Europeans to buy or steal humans from the west coast of
Africa; they turned the empty, volcanic Cape Verde
islands into a major depot for the worldwide slave trade
and created a mixed-race population that flourishes
today throughout southeastern New England.
And yet, from the earliest days, some Rhode Islanders
were repelled by this human commerce.
The conflict tore families apart. John Brown, of
Providence, was an avid slaver, his brother Moses Brown
an abolitionist who fought him at every turn. Bristol
slaver James DeWolf’s son Levi made one slaving voyage
and abandoned the trade in disgust; Levi’s brother
Charles once defended his extensive slaving activities
by telling a preacher, “Parson, I’ve always wanted to
roll in gold.”
In 1774, the General Assembly outlawed importing slaves
into Rhode Island; a decade later, it was one of the
first states to free children born of slave mothers.
It’s a complicated story, with many moral shadings. Or,
as Keith Stokes of Newport says, “It’s not black and
white so much as gray.”

***

Humanity is divided into two: the masters and the
slaves.

— Aristotle, POLITICS.

How could it happen? How could supposedly civilized
people enslave other human beings?
Historian Hugh Thomas, in THE SLAVE TRADE, says slavery
is as old as recorded history, known in virtually all
cultures. Typically, slaves were people who lost wars,
owed debts, broke laws or were sold into servitude by
impoverished parents.
Throughout the Middle Ages, enslavement was
increasingly linked to religious conflict. Moslems
would enslave Christians, or vice versa: the dominant
culture felt they were doing the “less enlightened”
people a favor, by liberating them from error and
exposing them to the true faith.
By the 1400s, the seafaring Portuguese had begun trading
with the small fiefdoms of northwest Africa. They went
looking for gold, but didn’t find enough; increasingly,
they brought home slaves, with the blessing of the Pope.
Better a slave in an advanced Christian nation than a
free subject of a “cannibal” king, the reasoning went.
African slaves quickly became highly prized as strong,
hardy workers able to withstand punishing tropical
heat. As European colonists flooded into the New World,
demand for workers grew exponentially, especially in
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the Caribbean islands and the plantations of Central and
South America.
At first, the Europeans tried to enslave the native
Indians too. The first slaves transported across the
Atlantic, in fact, went west to east: Taino Indians
brought to Spain from the Caribbean by Christopher
Columbus.
But the New World Indians proved too susceptible to
European diseases, and not strong enough to cultivate
the new cash crops of sugar, tobacco, rice, cotton and
indigo in the tropics.
It was the Africans’ bad luck that they were physically
well suited to hard work in hot climates — and that
African kings and chieftains were so willing to sell
their enemies and rivals into slavery.
Over the next centuries, the combined lure of gold and
slaves drew successive waves of Europeans to Africa: the
Portuguese, the Spanish, the Dutch, the French, and
finally the English, in the mid-1600s.
They made no bones about why.
“A ship full of blacks brings more to the Treasury than
galleons and fleets put together,” wrote Pedro Zapata
de Mendoza, governor of Cartegena de Indias (in present-
day Colombia), in 1648.
The British entered the trade two centuries after the
Portuguese, but quickly made up for lost time. One
maritime city after another sent huge ships to Africa,
capable of carrying as many as 450 slaves at once.
They made money hand over fist.
“Liverpool was in no way shy about the benefits brought
her by the slave trade,” Thomas writes about the city.
“The facade of the Exchange carried reliefs of Africans’
heads, with elephants, in a frieze, and one street was
commonly known as ‘Negro Row.’”
By the end of the 17th century, British traders had
exported nearly 100,000 slaves from Africa; by 1725,
75,000 had been sold to British North America.
It was about that time that slaving voyages start
showing up in Rhode Island records.

***

The early eighteenth century marked the end of North
America’s novitiate in the traffic of slaves. In the
seventeenth century, too poor or too concerned with
primitive agriculture, colonists there had been slow to
participate in any substantial way.
A few slaves acting as servants had always been seen in
all the colonies; but it was not until the owners of
plantations in the Carolinas ... realized they could
make considerable profits from rice and indigo that
anything like a regular trade in slaves began.

— Hugh Thomas

The only land in Rhode Island good enough for
plantation-style farming was the Narragansett Country
(South County today), where a handful of white
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landowners did get rich off the labor of black slaves
in the years before the Revolution.
But the rest of the settlers had to come up with other
ways to make money. The colony’s most successful
industry was distilling rum, which at first was sold
mainly to other colonies. The strong, good-quality rum
soon found a market with slave-trading Africans of the
Gold Coast who preferred it to Caribbean rums, which
could be weak, salty or packed in leaky barrels.
Rhode Island distillers in Newport (and later Bristol
and Providence) were soon making double- and triple-
distilled rums for the African trade, taking care to
pack it in sturdy hogsheads. Rhode Island rum became so
popular in Africa that, like gold, it served as money.
The rum-for-slaves trade began slowly, with occasional
voyages as far back as 1709. The triangle trade that
evolved was simple: take rum to Africa, and trade it for
slaves; take the slaves to the Caribbean, and trade them
for molasses; take the molasses back to Rhode Island,
and make more rum.
Everybody made out — except the slaves.
At first, the trade was concentrated in Newport. By
1725, one or two voyages a year were being recorded; by
1735, it was up to a dozen a year, a pace maintained
until 1740, when fighting between England, Spain and
then France disrupted all colonial commerce.
A pattern developed: when hostilities broke out, trade
faltered; when peace resumed, slaving boomed. In 1750,
15 Rhode Island trips were recorded; by 1772, that
number had doubled.

***

Rhode Island and, particularly, Newport, was, in the
1750s and 1760s, still the North American colonies’ most
important slaving zone. Newport, which always welcomed
enterprising people without asking whence they came,
also used more slaves in small businesses, farms, or
homes than any other Northern colony.

— Hugh Thomas

One Rhode Islander in nine was black, the highest
percentage north of the Mason-Dixon line. Most were
slaves on the Narragansett Country plantations, but
others clustered in Newport, where an artisan class of
skilled workers developed.
Slavery in New England –and particularly liberal
Newport– was probably never absolute. From the early
days, a small percentage of Newport blacks were free
men, having bought or otherwise obtained their freedom.
Keith Stokes, in an essay on the slave trade, writes,
“An early 1770s census lists nearly one-third of
(Newport’s) 9,000 inhabitants as being Negro, both
slave and free.”
Ship captains were always looking for able mariners; by
1800, “black seamen made up 21 percent of all Newport
crews engaged in the West Indian, European and African
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trades,” writes Coughtry.
Yet at the same time, slavers were working out of
Providence, Bristol and Warren as well as Newport.
(Bristol, in fact, surpassed Newport as the state’s
primary slaving port as the century closed). Merchants
in Greenwich, Tiverton, Little Compton and North
Kingstown played a lesser role.
The slavers were some of the colony’s leading citizens,
their names still familiar today: Newport’s John
Bannister (Bannister’s Wharf) and Abraham Redwood
(Redwood Library); John Brown of Providence (Brown
University); the DeWolfs of Bristol, who built Linden
Place.
One of the most active was Aaron Lopez of Newport, a
founder of Touro Synagogue, who entered the slave trade
in 1762 and by 1775 was the largest taxpayer in Newport,
with more than 30 ships.
Some were more reprehensible than others. In 1764,
Simeon Potter of Bristol wrote to his captain on the
slaver King George: “Water your rum as much as possible
and sell as much by the short measure as you can.”
Or the captain of James DeWolf’s slaver Polly, who
lashed a slave infected with smallpox to a chair, threw
her overboard, and “lamented only the lost chair.”
Merchants not rich enough to build their own ships
pooled resources and invested in voyages. Later on, the
ships were more often owned by individuals or family
groups.
Rhode Islanders made a go of slaving for a number of
reasons. Their small, sturdy ships held from 75 to 150
slaves, far fewer than the massive British or French
slavers, but their survival rates were better. Shorter
loading times in Africa exposed the crews to fewer new
diseases, and less crowding of slaves meant fewer died
on the voyage, which took from five to 12 weeks.
La Amistad-style rebellions did occur –17 revolts were
recorded on Rhode Island slavers between 1730 and 1807–
but were about half as common as on British and French
slavers, perhaps because conditions were somewhat
better on the smaller boats.
The British destruction of Newport during the
Revolution brought a temporary halt to the trade. When
it resumed after the war, much of the action shifted up
the bay to Bristol, home of the DeWolf clan.

***

Without a doubt, then, the DeWolfs had the largest
interest in the African slave trade of any American
family before or after the Revolution; theirs was one
of the few fortunes that truly rested on rum and slaves.

— Jay Coughtry

It was a family operation, all right — along the lines
of la cosa nostra.
The first DeWolf slaver was Mark Anthony DeWolf, who
began as captain for his brother-in-law, Simeon Potter.
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By 1774, Mark Anthony and Charles, one of his five sons,
had completed seven voyages and may have been financing
their own ships, Coughtry writes.
Between 1784 and 1807, seven DeWolfs completed 88
slaving voyages, or one-quarter of all Rhode Island
trips made in those years; they were involved in 60
percent of the slaving voyages from Bristol.
They didn’t just sail the ships — they branched out into
all aspects of the operation. James DeWolf, another of
Mark Anthony’s sons, married the daughter of William
Bradford, who owned Bristol’s rum distillery; he went
on to make another fortune in cotton manufacturing, and
served in the U.S. Senate.
Other sons sold slaves at slave markets in Charleston
and Havana; the family also bought a Cuban sugar
plantation, so they had a piece of the action at all
stages of the cycle.
They were resourceful. As the public grew more repulsed
by slavery and anti-slavery laws began to be passed, the
DeWolfs dug in, and used their clout and connections to
keep the money flowing.
By the turn of the century, William Ellery, the customs
collector in Newport, was cracking down on illegal
slaving. The DeWolfs got the General Assembly to create
a separate customs office in Bristol, and in 1804 snared
the collector’s job for Charles Collins, a DeWolf in-
law and a slaver himself.
It was clear sailing out of Bristol after that.
Although slavery was outlawed nationally as of 1808,
James DeWolf continued slaving until 1820, “the period
of the [Rhode Island] trade’s greatest profits,” writes
Arline Ruth Kiven, in a history of the state’s
abolitionist movement called THEN WHY THE NEGROES?
“This was also the time of his greatest affluence,”
although, she notes, there are no records for the
Bristol port during this period because Collins burned
them all when he was finally ousted in 1820.
Slavers were pretty crafty about staying ahead of the
anti-slaving laws. A 1794 law banning U.S. citizens from
carrying slaves to other nations, for example, had only
one real enforcement provision: much like modern-day
drug laws, the government could confiscate slaving
vessels and sell them at auction.
Slavers promptly rigged the auctions so they (or straw
buyers) could buy back the ships for pocket change. The
government countered by getting the ships assessed, and
then sending an agent to the auction to enter that price
as an opening bid.
Samuel Bosworth, the surveyor for Bristol, was the
unfortunate soul sent to bid on the Lucy, a slaver
confiscated from Charles DeWolf. He undertook the job
“with considerable fear and trembling,” writes
Coughtry.
The night before the sale, Bosworth got a visit from
DeWolf, his brother James, and John Brown, who advised
him to refuse the assignment. He stood his ground.
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The next morning the DeWolfs dropped by again, telling
Bosworth that while they certainly wouldn’t harm a hair
of his head, if he showed up at the sale he would
probably be “insulted if not thrown off the wharf” by
sailors.
Bosworth never made it to the auction. “His would-be
baptizers, in nominal Indian dress and with faces
blackened, seized him as he approached the wharf, and
hustled him aboard a small sailboat” which took him for
a pleasant two-mile ride down the bay, Coughtry writes.
By the time he made it back to Bristol, the Lucy had
been bought by a captain who worked for the DeWolfs.
The DeWolfs - or their agents - at times went in for
outright thuggery. In 1800 the Treasury Department sent
Capt. John Leonard to Rhode Island as a kind of special
prosecutor targeting slave traders. He promptly sued
James DeWolf for $20,000 over violations by DeWolf’s
slave ship Fanny.
The jury found for DeWolf. But some months after the
trial, “apparently fearful that Leonard’s strategy
against DeWolf would become a dangerous and costly
precedent, a group of civic-minded Bristolians traveled
to Washington to make their own appeal at the Federal
Courthouse,” Coughtry writes.
When they spotted Leonard coming down the courthouse
steps, “several unidentified assailants assaulted him.”

***

Whereas, there is a common course practiced by
Englishmen to buy negers so that they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such
practices among us, let it be ordered that no blacke
mankind or white, being forced by covenant bond, or
otherwise, to serve any man or his assighnes longer than
10 years or until they come to bee 24 years of age....

— Rhode Island’s first anti-slavery law, 1652

The 1652 law was supposed to ban slavery of any kind
from Providence and Warwick, or indentured servitude
for more than 10 years. It was enforced for whites but
largely ignored for blacks; like so many cultures before
them, the British colonies were deeply conflicted over
slavery.
In 1636, Roger Williams, who founded the colony in
Providence, questioned the justice of enslaving the
Pequots. Yet in 1676, the same man denounced one of the
early calls for freeing black slaves as “nothing but a
bundle of ignorance and boisterousness.”
Kiven writes that the northern part of the state was
always less enamored of slavery than the seafaring and
farming south.
Slaving was not confined to a particular religion or
sect. Christians and Jews made fortunes in the trade,
though by the early 18th century Quakers began to
question the ethics of what they were doing.
Abolitionist sentiment got a boost in 1738, when an
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article in the English Weekly Miscellany “declared
that, if Africans were to seize people from the coast
of England, one could easily imagine the screams of
‘unjust’ which would be heard,” writes Thomas.
In Newport in 1770, the Rev. Samuel Hopkins of the First
Congregational Church preached his first sermon against
slavery, and was surprised when his congregation –many
of whom owned slaves– did not walk out en masse.
Three years later, Hopkins got the idea of sending two
educated blacks to Africa as missionaries. To that end,
John Quamine and Bristol Yamma were sent to Princeton
College to prepare.
The Revolution intervened, however, and Quamine died
aboard a privateer, while Yamma apparently dropped out
of school to go to work and disappeared into history.
According to Kiven, the Quakers were the biggest and
best-organized religious group in Rhode Island, and
once they began to oppose slavery, its days were
numbered.
One by one, slave owners changed their minds. “College
Tom” Hazard, heir to Narragansett Country landowner
Robert Hazard, refused his father’s offer of slaves on
his marriage (Robert was said to own 1,000 slaves in
1730).
In 1773, the younger Hazard convinced the Quaker Yearly
Meeting to ban Quaker participation in slavery. That
same year Moses Brown of Providence quit the family
slaving business, and began a decades-long assault on
his brother, John Brown, for continuing to buy and sell
humans; the next year he became a Quaker.
The approach of the Revolution brought a temporary end
to slaving, but also disrupted abolitionist momentum.
In 1774, the General Assembly passed a law banning
residents from importing slaves to Rhode Island, though
it said nothing about visitors, or slaveowners who might
want to move here.
(That was partly because Newport had a prosperous
relationship with rich Southern plantation owners, who
summered in Rhode Island before the Civil War, to escape
the ferocious southern heat).
Brown, working with Hopkins, set about lobbying the
state legislature as well as the Continental Congress;
Hopkins wrote a persuasive tract, DIALOGUE CONCERNING THE
SLAVERY OF THE AFRICANS, which was used well into the 19th
century as an argument for abolition.
The war also gave blacks a chance to earn their own
freedom. In 1778, a law was passed freeing any slave who
would enlist in the Continental Army; several hundred
formed the First Rhode Island Regiment, which performed
well in battle, although the soldiers later had trouble
getting paid.
“Their courage in battle and the subsequent gratitude
of the people of the state to them is credited for the
law, passed in 1784, providing for the gradual abolition
of slavery in the state,” writes Kiven.
The new law, which freed children born of slaves, passed
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only after a provision banning the trade entirely was
removed. According to Moses Brown, the act was
eviscerated by the Speaker of the House, William
Bradford of Bristol.
Yes, the same Bradford who ran the big Bristol rum
distillery, and whose daughter was married to slave-
trader James DeWolf.
State House insiders were apparently getting pretty
sick of lectures from the reform-minded Quakers. Wrote
Brown, “We were much flung at by several.”

***

Is it not extraordinary that [Rhode Island], which has
exceeded the rest of the states in carrying on this
trade, should be the first Legislature on this globe
which has prohibited that trade?

— Rev. Samuel Hopkins, Nov. 27, 1787

Other states were wrestling with the slavery issue. It
proved so contentious that in 1787, when the Continental
Congress adopted a constitution, it deferred any
national action on slavery until 1808.
New England, however, wasn’t waiting around. Rhode
Island banned the trade entirely in 1787; Connecticut
and Massachusetts followed suit the following year.
True, the slave trade would continue for 70 years, by
one means or another. Some slavers shifted operations
to ports like New York, which had not yet passed any
slaving laws; others simply broke the law.
But in 1789, Hopkins and Moses Brown helped found the
Providence Abolition Society, which worked for anti-
slaving laws and sued those who broke them.
One such was John Brown, Moses’ brother. The society
sued him in 1796 on charges of illegal slave-trading;
though he offered to abandon the trade and pay all court
costs, they seemed to want to make an example of him.
They should have taken the deal. He was acquitted.
“The verdict was a definite defeat for the Society, many
of whose members became convinced that a Rhode Island
jury would not give judgment against the prominent type
of men engaged in the slave-trade,” writes Kiven.
Over the next few decades a pattern evolved.
Abolitionists would pressure the government to pass
anti-slavery legislation, and the slaving interests
would do what they could to water it down.
Once a law was passed, business would temporarily falter
while the slavers watched to see how strictly the law
would be enforced; usually, enforcement was sporadic,
and business actually increased.
The American and British governments finally banned
slaving as of 1808. But the trade hardly stopped. Some
American ships flew Spanish flags; Gen. George DeWolf
of Bristol simply shifted his operations to Cuba.
The American law only banned the international slave
trade. American slavers could still trade slaves
internally, or move them up and down the coast. And they
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did, because demand was huge.
With the invention of the cotton gin in 1793, the demand
for agricultural workers exploded in the south, Thomas
writes. In 1792, the United States exported 138,328
pounds of cotton; by 1800, it was 17,790,000 pounds and
by 1820, 35,000,000 pounds.
The planters weren’t going to pick it themselves.

***

Rhode Island participation in the slave trade after Jan.
1, 1808, is a maddening puzzle, for most of the pieces
are missing.

— Jay Coughtry

It looks like Rhode Island slavers began to pull out of
the business after the federal ban, although it’s hard
to be sure since it was easy to cheat, particularly at
first.
Some, like the DeWolfs, continued to slave illegally.
But Coughtry concludes that “it does not appear that
Rhode Island ports or individual Rhode Island merchants
participated in the illegal heyday of the modern
American slave trade” between 1820 and 1860.
They abandoned the business sporadically, much as they
had started. John Brown died in 1803. James DeWolf quit
the trade in 1808, though his brother George continued
until 1820, when the sympathetic Collins was fired in
Bristol; after a series of business failures, George
fled the state in 1825 for his Cuban plantation.
Rhode Island merchants gradually turned away from the
maritime trade and invested their money in cotton mills
— by 1830, the state had 130 of them. They managed to
squeeze yet more profit from slavery: many specialized
in coarse slave or negro cloth, worn by slaves
throughout the New World.
Abolitionists kept up the pressure. The Providence
Abolition Society was joined by other groups; three
buildings still standing today served as stations on the
Underground Railroad — the Isaac Rice homestead in
Newport, the Elizabeth Buffum Chace house in Central
Falls, and the Charles Perry home in Westerly.
Some decided not to wait. In 1826, a group of free
Newport blacks, led by former slave Newport Gardiner,
sailed for Liberia with the help of the American
Colonization Society.
Gardiner, who worked for years to buy freedom for
himself and his family, was freed in 1791. He helped
found the nation’s first black civic organizations, the
African Union Society, and the African Benevolent
Society.
His decision to leave came 14 months after white rioters
destroyed Hard Scrabble, the black community in
Providence (University Heights today).
He was 75 years old.

“I go to set an example for the youth of my race,” he
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said. “I go to encourage the young. They can never be
elevated here. I have tried it for 60 years.... It is
in vain.”
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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