
POCASSET (PORTSMOUTH, RHODE ISLAND)

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it ain’t
like what I see ivry day in Halsted Street. If any wan
comes along with a histhry iv Greece or Rome that’ll
show me th’ people fightin’, gettin’ dhrunk, makin’
love, gettin’ married, owin’ th’ grocery man an’ bein’
without hard coal, I’ll believe they was a Greece or
Rome, but not befur.”

— Dunne, Finley Peter,
OBSERVATIONS BY MR. DOOLEY,
New York, 1902

William Hall was born in London. He would marry with Mary Thomas (1619-1680), have a son Benjamin Hall 
(1650-1729), and die during 1675 in Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

1613
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Friend Richard Borden, son of a Kent wool merchant, relocated from Boston to Portsmouth, Rhode Island and 
was assigned five acres of land. (He became the 19th signer of the compact creating the government of 
Aquidneck. His son Matthew, who would be born at Portsmouth on 16 May 16th of this year, would be, 
according to Quaker records, “the first English child born on Rhode Island.”)

1638
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An outpost was established at Pawtuxet in what would become Rhode Island, by William Harris and the 
Arnold family. Other nonconformists coming down into the bay region, such as William Hutchinson and Anne 
Hutchinson and William Coddington, were founding Pocasset (now Portsmouth) and signing the “Portsmouth 
Compact.”

William Coddington was chosen as governor.

According to John Farmer, the 1st (white) settlers of Rhode Island were:

• Roger Williams
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• William Aspinwall
• Arther Fenner 
• John Thockmorton
• Samuel Wildbore
• Henry Reddock 
• William Arnold
• John Porter
• Thomas Sucklin 
• William Harris
• John Sandford
• Christopher Smith 
• Stuckey Westcot
• Edward Hutchinson
• Richard Pray 
• Thomas Olney, Senior
• Thomas Savage
• Nicholas Power 
• Thomas Olney, Junior
• William Dyre
• Stephen Northrup 
• John Greene
• William Freeborn
• Edward Hart 
• Richard Waterman
• Philip Sherman
• Benjamin Herendon 
• Thomas James
• John Walker
• Edward Inman 
• Robert Cole
• Richard Carder
• John Jones 
• William Carpenter
• William Baulston
• James Matthewson 
• Francis Weston
• Henry Bull
• Henry Neale 
• Ezekiel Holleman
• William Coddington
• William Man 
• Robert Williams
• John Clark
• _____ Jinckes 
• John Smith
• Edward Cope
• Roger Mawry 
• Hugh Bewitt
• Chad Brown
• Edward Manten 
• William Wickenden
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• Daniel Brown
• Shadrach Manton 
• John Field
• Henry Brown
• George Shepherd 
• Thomas Hopkins
• John Brown
• Edward Smith 
• William Hawkins
• Samuel Bennett
• Benjamin Smith 
• William Hutchinson
• Hugh Bewett (the mason)
• John Smith 
• Edward Hutchinson, Jun
• Adam Goodwin
• John Smith, Sr. 
• John Coggeshall
• Henry Fowler
• John Smith, Jr. 
• John Smith (Jamaica)
• Epenetus Olney
• Lawrence Wilkinson 
• Daniel Williams
• Christopher Onthawk
• Joshua Verin 
• John Sayles
• Richard Scott (this Baptist would become a Friend, very likely the 1st in Rhode Island)
• Joan Tyler 
• Joshua Winsor
• Valentine Whitman
• George Way 
• William White
• Thomas Walling
• John Warren 
• John Whipple
• Matthew Waller
• Robert Williams 
• Joseph Williams
• William Wickenden
• Robert R. West 
• Pardon Tillighast

In Aquiday, Rhode Island, a male with the family name of Collins, a male with the family name of Hales, and 
Mistress Anne Hutchinson were accused of witchcraft. We have no record of further action.1

1. “Aquiday” was Aquidneck Island, now containing the towns of Portsmouth, Middletown, and Newport.
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March 22, Thursday (1637, Old Style): Part of the problem was that Mary Dyer, a woman associated with Mistress 
Anne Hutchinson, had given birth to a child, stillborn, characterized by Governor John Winthrop as a 
“monster.” The Reverend John Cotton, repentant, confided to the court his role in the secret burial. When 
exhumed, the body had seemed to lack a skull. Goody Hawkins, who assisted at the birth, was summoned to 
provide a description of the child as born. The baby’s “thornback” birth defect was being ascribed by the 
Puritans to the influence of antinomianism.

The group led by Mistress Hutchinson was expelled by an ecclesiastical court upon a charge of “traducing 
the ministers,” and she herself was excommunicated and ordered “as a Leper to wthdraw yorselfe owt of the 
Congregation.”

She would take refuge by abandoning Boston for Paumanok Long Island in New York, and a number of people 
influenced by her heresy would take refuge, initially with the Reverend Roger Williams at Providence 
Plantations and then at Portsmouth on Aquidneck Island, an island also known as Rhodes Island.2

2. So named because mistaken with Block Island, which had originally been compared as similar in coastal outline on the map, or 
in appearance from the sea, or in some respect or other, to the much larger island of Rhodes, of the Eastern Mediterranean.

Forasmuch as yow, Mrs. Huchinson, have highly
transgressed & offended, & forasmuch as yow have soe
many ways troubled the Church wth yor Erors & have
drawen away many a poor soule, & have upheld yor
Revelations: & forasmuch as yow have made a Lye, &c.
Therfor in the name of our Lord Je: Ch: & in the name
of the Church I doe not only pronownce yow worthy to
be cast owt, but I doe cast yow out & in the name of
Ch. I dow deliver you up to Sathan, that yow may learne
no more to blaspheme, to seduce & to lye, & I dow
account yow from this time forth to be a Hethen & a
Publican & soe to be held of all the Bretheren &
Sisters, of this Congregation, & of others: thefor I
command yow in the name of Ch: Je: & of this Church as
a Leper to wthdraw yorselfe owt of the Congregation;
that as formerly yow have dispised & contemned the Holy
Ordinances of God, & turned yor Backe one them, soe yow
may now have no part in them nor benefit by them.

RHODE ISLAND RELIGION
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"The Trial of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson" in Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings, 2d Series, IV, 1889.
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William Dyer and Mary Dyer were of course among those who sought refuge in Rhode Island on this 
Narragansett turf.

Note that at this point the Dyer family had not yet been tainted by Quakerism — the Reverend Williams, in 
tolerating them at this point, was not by that fact tolerating Quakers.3 It may be that the Reverend’s track 
record was good, overall, at least for that era, but in fact he didn’t like Quakers in the same way he didn’t like 
Papists, which in our own day and age would be taken as a sign of religious intolerance rather than as a sign 
of religious tolerance:

June 27, Tuesday (Old Style): Samuell Gorton was admitted as an inhabitant of Portsmouth on Aquidneck Island.

3. In addition, this is often overlooked but in fact in the Dyer family, only Mary Dyer and her son Will ever became Quakers.

They admit no interpreter but themselves, for the
spirit within, they say, gave forth the Scripture, and
is above the Scripture, ... and that all they do and
say is scripture — Papists and Quakers most horribly
and hypocritically trample it under their proud feet.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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William Hall, an inhabitant of Newport, Rhode Island, joined with several others to found the town of 
Portsmouth. William was spelling his name Haule.

A house was constructed for Friend Nicholas Easton, eventually facing Farewell Street, the first dwelling 
constructed in Newport, Rhode Island. This dwelling would burn in 1641 and be replaced, and upon the death 
of Nicholas Easton in 1676, it and the property on which it stood would be bequeathed to the Newport Friends. 
This piece of land eventually would be used in 1699 for the Great Meetinghouse of the Friends.

At Portsmouth, Samuell Gorton joined Mistress Anne Hutchinson in ousting William Coddington. 
Upon Coddington’s return to power Gorton would himself get turned out.

In this year the Gortons had their daughter whom they named Mahershalalhashbaz.4

The most wonderful name and one which was the least likely to
have been selected from all the names appearing in the Bible was
that of Mahershalalhashbaz, and there were, previous to 1680,
two persons in the Colony bearing this name, one a daughter of
Samuel Gorton of Warwick, whose peculiarities brought on him no
end of troubles, while the other was a son of Mary Dyer, she who
was hung for the crime of being a Quaker, on the grounds now
comprising the beautiful Public Garden and Common in Boston.

1639

4. Cf. ISAIAH 8:1-3, where the longest name in the BIBLE usually appears as “Maher-shalal-hash-baz.” In Hebrew this meant “To 
speed to the spoil, he hasteneth the prey.”

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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April 28, Sunday (Old Style): After a brief dispute with the other whites occupying Portsmouth at the north end of 
Aquidneck Island (people such as Mistress Anne Hutchinson and Samuell Gorton), a group under William 

Coddington obtained permission from the Narragansett to resettle at the southern tip of that island, founding 
Newport, Rhode Island.5 A “Portsmouth Compact” was signed by, among others, John Clarke, William 
Coddington, William Dyer, Nicholas Easton (1593-1675),6 John Coggeshall, William Brenton, Henry Bull, 
Jeremy Clarke, and Thomas Hazard.

5. In Algonquian, “Aquidnet” means “a place of security or tranquility,” from “aquene” or “aquidne” meaning secure or peaceful, 
and “et” meaning place.
6. In this year Mr. Easton had been fined five shillings for coming to Puritan meeting without his weapons.
He would become a Quaker, and a governor of Rhode Island.
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No-one has the slightest idea what William Coddington looked like. This dippy thing was done by Alonzo Chapell for the New York Public Library: #478711
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The arrival of the group made up of the Hutchinsons and about eighteen of their followers would bring the 
white population of Aquidneck Island to a total of 93 souls.
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Mistress Hutchinson would be living on the island for four years. 

It would be there, in Portsmouth (then known as Pocasset) during the late summer of one year, that she would 
have what according to NOTABLE AMERICAN WOMEN amounted to a “menopausal pregnancy which, 
according to a modern interpretation of a doctor’s report, was aborted into a hydatidiform mole and expelled 
with great difficulty.” (She would then also be condemned, like Mary Dyer, as the creator of a monster.)
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On Aquidneck Island, the little family of William Dyer and Mary Dyer relocated from Portsmouth (then 
known as Pocasset) to Newport.7

After his maidservant had been accused of assaulting an old woman and he had behaved outrageously in court 
while rising to her defense by for instance calling upon the people to put their governor in prison, and after 
terming the magistrates of the town “just asses” and a freeman of the town “jack-an-apes” –and so on and so 
forth for a list that added up to fourteen such offenses– Samuell Gorton found himself being publicly 
flogged.8

1640

7. There’s still a very small street just north of the Claybourn/Pell Bridge between Aquidneck Island and Conanicut Island, that used 
to be called “Dyers Gate” but is now shown on the map as “Dyre Street.” As time went on, their farm would be useful in the 
manufacture of boom-boom torpedoes, their little island offshore would be useful for a major boom-boom fortification — stuff we 
need.
8. One is tempted to suppose that a more reasonable man might have anticipated such an outcome — but all his life Gorton dearly 
loved playing the righteous victim:

“My ancestors have not been so used, as the records in the Heraldry of England can testify.”

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Shawomet, Rhode Island was being settled by Samuell Gorton, a dissident from Portsmouth, and his band of 
Gortonites. A few years later the town would be renamed Warwick to honor their patron in England, the earl 
of Warwick.

1642

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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September 7, Thursday (Old Style): The authorities at Boston, frightened that Gortonite views would take hold among 
the population at large, sent soldiers to arrest Samuell Gorton and six of his companions at Conimicut. These 
Massachusetts soldiers ignored Roger Williams when he asked them to respect the boundaries of Providence. 
Samuell Gorton and some of his followers would serve a term of imprisonment for heresy, in leg irons at 
Charlestown. As a result of this encroachment by Massachusett soldiers, the leaders in Providence would get 
together with the leaders in Newport and Portsmouth to formally create a united colony of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations. This illustration is a piece of raw imagination out of SCRIBNER’S POPULAR HISTORY 
OF THE UNITED STATES (1897):

The white settlers at Concord had been sadly disappointed in their choice of terrain. The lowlands, such as the 
Great Meadows, had turned out to be far too inundated with water to farm, while the nearby highlands, such 
as the Walden Woods in which Henry Thoreau would fail to establish a beanfield, had turned out to consist of 

1643

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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an unexpectedly sterile sandy loam that could neither adequately be fertilized nor irrigated. They therefore 
sought the permission of the government authorities in Boston, to resettle elsewhere.

It appears that the inhabitants [of Concord] were not well
satisfied with their situation; and that other places, either
adjoining the town or at a distance from it, were sought, to
which they might remove. In a Petition on this subject to the
General Court, it is said:

“Whereas your humble petitioners came into this country
about 4 years agoe, and have since then lived at
Concord, where we were forced to buy what now we have,
or the most of it, the convenience of the town being
before given out; your petitioners having been brought
up in husbandry, of children, finding the lands about
the town very barren, and the meadows very wet and
unuseful, especially those we now have interest in; and
knowing it is your desire the lands might be subdued,
have taken pains to search out a place on the north-west
of our town, where we do desire some reasonable
quantitie of land may be granted unto us, which we hope
may in time be joined to the farms already laid out
there to make a village. And so desiring God to guide
you in this and all other your weighty occasions, we
rest your humble petitioners.”

This petition is signed by
Thomas Wheeler,
Timothy Wheeler,
Ephraim Wheeler,
Thomas Wheeler, Jr.,
Roger Draper,
Richard Lettin,
is dated September 7, 1643; and endorsed by the Court:

“We think some quantitie of land may be granted them
provided that within two years they make some good
improvement of it.”9

27th Day (Monday, 2d Day), 5th Month: A parcel of land in Portsmouth, Rhode Island was granted by the town to 
William Hall.

9. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. This material is on page 15.)

1644
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May 19, Wednesday-21, Friday (Old Style): Although the Reverend Roger Williams had brought back from England 
a royal charter for a united “Providence Plantations and Rhode-Island” colony in 1644, based upon the 
legitimacy of his actually having obtained permission to settle there from the owners of the land, the native 
Americans (!), it had taken several years to work out a political alliance of the four previously independent 
settlements actually involved, to wit, Providence, Shawowmet (later known as Warwick), Newport, and 

Portsmouth. On this date the first meeting of the united colony took place in Portsmouth and an anchor was 
selected as the colonial brand. 

1647

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Dr. John Clarke was assigned to write up a Code of Laws for the new colony, and asked William Dyer to assist 
him.

The document they would author would declare the freedom of the individual conscience. Dyer would become 
the Secretary of the Council and then the Attorney General of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and 
eventually, during Henry Thoreau’s lifetime, one of his descendants would become the governor of the state.

This code of laws they would draft, would conclude as follows:

These are the laws that concern all men, and these are the
penalties for the transgressions thereof, which, by common
consent, are ratified and established through the whole Colony.
And otherwise than this (what is herein forbidden) all men may
walk as their consciences persuade them, every one in the name
of his GOD. AND LET THE LAMBS OF THE MOST HIGH WALK IN THIS COLONY WITHOUT
MOLESTATION, IN THE NAME OF JEHOVAH THEIR GOD, FOR EVER AND EVER.
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November: The commissioners of the town of Warwick met in Providence with the commissioners of that town, and 
they resolved that the towns on Aquidneck Island and Conanicut Island (Portsmouth, Newport, and 
Jamestown) had, due to the parliamentary charter granted to William Coddington, deserted from the chartered 
government formerly established.

Elder John Clarke sailed to represent the interests of the Rhode Island colony before the court in England by 
protesting that new parliamentary charter.

William Hall became a commissioner to the Rhode Island General Court from Portsmouth.

6th day of 7th month: William Hall sold, to Richard Sisson of Portsmouth, 1/300th of Canonocut Island and 1-300th 
of Dutch Island, Rhode Island.

Nicholas Brown of Portsmouth, Rhode Island took the oath of a freeman.

1651

1654

1655

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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William Hall was again commissioner to the general Court from Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

Sir Ferdinando Gorges’s A BRIEFE NARRATION OF THE ORIGINALL UNDERTAKINGS OF THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF PLANTATIONS INTO THE PARTS OF AMERICA, ESPECIALLY SHEWING THE BEGINNINGS, PROGRESS, AND 
CONTINUANCE OF THAT OF NEW ENGLAND. WRITTEN BY THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULL, SIR FERDINANDO 
GORGES, KNIGHT AND GOVERNOUR OF THE FORT AND ISLAND OF PLYMOUTH, IN DEVONSHIRE (London: 
Printed by E. Brudenell, for Nath. Brook, at the Angell in Corn-Hill)

Also, his grandson’s AMERICA PAINTED TO THE LIFE, THE TRUE HISTORY OF THE SPANIARDS PROCEEDINGS 
IN THE CONQUEFTS OF THE INDIANS, AND OF THEIR CIVIL WARS AMONG THEMFELVES, FROM COLUMBUS HIS 
FIRFT DIFCOVERY, TO THEFE LATER TIMES. AS ALSO, OF THE ORIGINAL UNDERTAKINGS OF THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF PLANTATIONS INTO THOFE PARTS; WITH A PERFECT RELATION OF OUR ENGLIFH 
DIFCOVERIES, FHEWING THEIR BEGINNING, PROGREFS AND CONTINUANCE, FROM THE YEAR 1628. TO 1658. 
DECLARING THE FORMS OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, POLICIES, RELIGIONS, MANERS, CUFTOMS, MILITARY 
DIFCIPLINE, WARS WITH THE INDIANS, THE COMMODITIES OF THEIR COUNTRIES, A DEFCRIPTION OF THEIR 
TOWNS AND HAVENS, THE INCREAFE OF THEIR TRADING, WITH THE NAMES OF THEIR GOVERNORS AND 
MAGIFTRATES. MORE EFPECIALLY, AN ABFOLUTE NARRATIVE OF THE NORTH PARTS OF AMERICA, AND OF 
THE DIFCOVERIES AND PLANTATIONS OF OUR ENGLIFH IN VIRGINIA, NEW-ENGLAND, AND BERBADOES 
(LONDON, PRINTED FOR NATH. BROOK AT THE ANGEL IN CORNHIL), including his own “A Brief Description 
of Laconia, a Province in New England.”

Governor Thomas Mayhew of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Island, perhaps frustrated with the opinions 
of other islanders as to his governing of things, abolished his various assistant positions and declared himself 
Magistrate. This dismissal, along with his increasing rejection of Puritanism in favor of Baptism (or 
Anabaptism as it was then called) would lead his former assistant Peter Folger to leave the Vineyard in 1662 
and settle in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. From this point forward, Magistrate Mayhew’s undiluted authority 
would be a source of island tension he would need to quell. The source for Mayhew’s authority, which had 
originally been Sir Ferdinando Gorges but had then become Stirling, had by this point become the Duke of 
York, courtesy of Charles II. This royal authority which had heretofore been unasserted over Mayhew now 
became something of a thorn in Mayhew’s side as the Duke, through his agent in New-York, Colonel Francis 
Lovelace, interceded in various island affairs. Mayhew would frequently ignore instructions received from the 
Colonel, or let them lay dormant on his desk before replying many months later.

1656

1658

THE PLANTATION OF MAINE

THE LACONIA PROVINCE
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October: Samuel Dyer and Mahorshalelhiashbash Dyer, non-Quaker sons of Friend Mary Dyer, got in trouble in 
Portsmouth, Rhode Island for “Nontrayneinge,” that is, for failure to show up for militia training. They would 
be charged with larceny against the state, but the General Court of Trials would dismiss the charge brought 
against them.

William Hall was again commissioner to the general Court from Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

Peter Folger left Martha’s Vineyard and settled in Rhode Island. He would last only a short time in Portsmouth, 
quickly accepting an offer from Tristram Coffin to come to Nantucket Island where, in exchange for land, he 
would teach and interpret the Wampanoag language for the new settlement there.

During this year or early the following year, Ann Starbuck, the 1st white child born on the island, was born to 
Mary Coffin Starbuck, who would become a convert to Quakerism.

1659

1660

1662

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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William Hall was for one last time commissioner to the general Court of Rhode Island from Portsmouth.

William Hall was Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island.

Samuell Gorton was re-elected as a Deputy Governor.

The new “Generall Sargent” was James Rogers and the new “Generall Solissitor” was William Dyre (sic).

1663

1665
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May: Solomon Eccles, or Eagle (1618-1683), a London composer who had converted to Quakerism, was arrested in 
Southwark and confined at “The Clink” on the South Bank of the Thames River, for having run naked through 
Bartholomew and Smithfield as a religious warning in respect to the plague. (Friend Solomon would be held 
for only two or three months. In 1667 Pepys would witness him moving through the nation’s principal 
“steeple-house,” Westminster Hall, attired only in a loincloth.)

The General Assembly of Rhode Island sat at Newport to enact a militia law requiring frequent trainings, 
providing pay for service, requiring individual ownership of ammunition, and establishing the maintenance of 
town magazines:

1. That all householders inhabiting this Colony take an
engagement of allegiance, and the administration of justice be
in his Majesty's name.
2. That all men of competent estates and of civil conversation,
who acknowledge and are obedient to the civil magistrate, though
of differing judgments, may be admitted to be freemen, and have
liberty to choose and to be chosen officers both civil and
[military].
3. That all men and women of orthodox opinion, competent
knowledge and civil [lives], who acknowledge and are obedient
to the civil magistrate, and are not scandalous, may be admitted
to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and their children to
baptism, if they desire it; either by admitting them into the
congregations already gathered, or permitting them to gather
themselves into such congregations where they may enjoy the
benefits of the sacraments, and that difference in opinion may
not break the bands of peace and charity.
4. That all laws and expressions in laws derogatory to his
Majesty, if any such have been made in these late troublesome
times, may be repealed, altered, and taken off.
5. That this Colony be put in such a posture of defense, that
if there should be any invasion upon this Island or elsewhere
in this Colony (which God forbid), you [may in] some measure be
in readiness to defend yourselves; or if need be, to relieve
your [neighbors] according to the power given you by the King
in your Charter, and to us in this commission and instruction.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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May 3, Wednesday (Old Style): The General Assembly of Rhode Island sat as the King’s Commissioners in Newport 
to hear about the failed common-law marriage of George Gardiner and Friend Horodia or Herodius (Horod) 
Long Hicks. George Gardiner testified that “he cannot say that never hee went on purpose before any 
magistrate to declare themselves, or take such other means ... to declare themselves man & wife.” Friend 
Robert Stanton of Newport testified, however, that “he knew noe other marridge, but onlye one night being at 
his house, both of them did say before him & his wife that they did take the other as man & wife” — thus 
establishing the two witnesses needed for the legal recognition of a common law marriage. George Gardiner 
and Horod Long Hicks had produced the children Benoni,10 Henry,11 George,12 William,13 Nicholas,14 
Dorcas,15 Rebecca,16 Samuel, and Joseph. Horod pled necessity, telling the court that after she had been 
deserted by Hicks, her estate having been carried away by him, “I was put to great hardship, and straight ... 
and I being brought up not to labour, and young, knew not what to do to have something to live, having no 
friend, in which straight I was drawne by George Gardiner to consent to him so fare as I did, for 
mayntenance....” When the Assembly asked if she would return to George and live with him as “a wife should 
do,” she allowed that she would not.

May 5, Friday (Old Style): Mistress Margaret Porter, the wife of the wealthy older man John Porter, a “poor anciente 
matron,” petitioned the Rhode Island General Assembly, sitting at Newport, to force her husband to support 
her, “he having apparently gone over to Pettyquamscut, leaving her without means of support and dependant 
children....” (Interestingly, not only John Porter but also Friend Horod Long Hicks had gone over to 
Pettyquamscut.)

This court had found itself unable to persuade George Gardiner and Horodia or Herodius (Horod) Long Hicks 
that they should continue to share their common-law marriage. Despite the fact “that she had lived all this time 
in that abominable lust of fornication, contrary to the general apprehension of her neighbors, she having had 
by the aforesaid Gardiner, many children ... so that horrible sin of uncleannes in which they had lived for 18 
years, under cover of pretended marridge ... shamefully expressed to the publicke view,...” it therefore 
accepted Horod’s declaration that her conscience compelled her to refuse to acknowledge George Gardiner to 
be her husband, severely censured the two people for the “extreme sinfulness of their conduct,” fine them £20 
each, and enjoined “that the aforesaid Gardiner and Horod are hereby straightly required that henceforth they 
presume not to so lead so scandalous a life, lest they feel the extremist penalty that either is or shall be provided 
in such cases.” Soon the Assembly would create a new marriage law requiring formal marriage but allowing 
that existing common-law marriages should be regarded as good, firm, and authentic — so that none should 

10.There had been a previous birth, not described on the record. Benoni Gardiner was born before 1645 and died about 1731. He 
married someone named Mary.
11. Henry Gardiner was born in about 1645 and died on April 26, 1744. He married 1st a wife named Joan and 2d with Abigail 
Richmond Remington, the widow of John Remington, and a daughter of Edward and Abigail (Davis) Richmond.
12. We do not know when George Gardiner was born, but he died during 1724. On February 13, 1670 he got married with Tabitha 
Tefft, a daughter of John and Mary Barker Tefft.
13. William Gardiner was born in about 1651 and died in 1711. He married someone named Elizabeth.
14. Nicholas Gardiner was born in 1654 and died in 1712. He married someone named Hannah.
15. Dorcas Gardiner was born in about 1656 and got married in about 1675 with John Watson.
16. We do not know when Rebecca Gardiner was born, but she was presumably the infant “still at the breast” that Horod carried to 
Boston in 1658. She got married with John Watson, as his 2d wife after his marriage with her sister Dorcas, and John died in 1728.
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take advantage of the new law of marriage to abandon husband or wife, and so that children should not be 
reputed illegitimate. George and Horod would continue in good standing in their respective communities, with 
George remarrying with Lydia Hallow, daughter of Robert Hallow, and going on to serve several times as a 
Grand Juror in Newport, and with Horod remarrying with yet a 3rd husband, John Porter, “a very well-to-do 
inhabitant of Portsmouth” (he being one of the purchasers of Pettaquamscutt), an older man and married, who 
would divorce his wife Margaret Porter in order to marry Horod, and would provide each of Horod’s sons with 
a farm of several hundred acres, and perhaps (the record is not complete) provide also for her daughters.

Soon after this separation, George Gardiner married Lydia Ballou, widow of Robert Ballou. The couple would 
produce 5 children.

William Hall was again Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island.

William Hall was again Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island.

William Hall was again Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island.

So they would have protection from predators, both Metacom and the English had been keeping their pigs on 
an island in the Narragansett Bay, that for this reason had come to be known as Hog Island. The town officials 
of Portsmouth at this point told the Indian to get his pigs the hell off of their island. Phillip, who liked his pig 
meat, would use this as one item on the laundry list of grievances against the English (along with a suspicion 
that they poisoned his brother) which he would nourish in his heart.

1666

1667

1668

1669
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Richard Borden of Portsmouth, Rhode Island died. In the estate of this Quaker we can’t help but notice that 
among the livestock are listed not only swine, pigs, turkeys, geese, and fowls, but also a negro man and woman 
valued at £50 and their three children valued at £25.

William Hall was again Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island.

William Hall was for one last time Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island. He was 
appointed on a committee for the purpose of “treating with the Indians about drunkenness, and to seriously 
council them, and agree of Some way to prevent extreme excess of Indian drunkenness.” Five headmen were 
named with whom the committee should treat, among whom was Metacom of Mount Hope, called King 
Phillip.

1671

1672

1673

SLAVERY

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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May 12, Monday (Old Style): Mrs. Rebeca Cornell widow of Newport, Rhode Island having met with death in a 
manner considered suspicious, here is the record of the trial for murder on this day of her son Thomas Cornell, 
who had been the last person to visit her in her room before she was found dead, as preserved in RECORDS OF 
THE GENERAL COURT OF TRIALS 1671-1704 (Newport Court Book A; October 1673).

As we see, despite the court’s discovery that the deceased had been speaking of suicide and despite an entire 
absence of evidence that the death had not been a suicide, Thomas Cornell was adjudged guilty of murder, 
apparently upon the weight of spectral evidence which would not today be considered, and condemned to be 
hanged:17

At the Generall Court of Tryalls Held for the Collony at Newport
the: 12th of May 1673 

  Mr Nicholas Easton Governor 

      Mr William Coddington Dept Goverr 

      Mr Walter Clarke — Asistant 

      Mr Daniell Gould — Asistant 

      Mr John Easton — Asistant 

      Mr William Harris Asistant 

      Mr Thomas Harris Asistant 

      Mr Thomas ffeild Asistant 

      Mr Joshua Coggeshall Asistant 

      Mr John Tripp Asistant 

      Mr Walter Todd — Asistant 

      Mr Job Almy — Asistant 

      John Sanford Recorder 

      James Rogers Genl Serant 

      Mr Peter Easton Genrl Treasurer 

      Mr John Easton Genrl Aturney

Gran Jurriors Engaged 

      Lt Joseph Torrey foreman 

      Mr Robert Stanton 

      Mr William Case 

      Mr Thomas Clifton 

      Mr Thomas Burge 

      Mr Gidion Freeborne 

      Mr John Clarke 

17. You will note that some of the officials engaged in this trial, such as Mr. Nicholas Easton the governor of the colony, were 
members of the Religious Society of Friends. Refer to Jane Fletcher Fiske, GLEANINGS FROM NEWPORT COURT FILES 1659 TO 1783 
(Boxford, Massachusetts: Jane Fletcher Fiske, 1998), consisting of 1,182 abstracts of court files concerning Newport people and 
situations, as well as many people from other locations who appear in the records, and to RHODE ISLAND COURT OF TRIALS 1671-
1704 (Boxford, Massachusetts: Jane Fletcher Fiske, 1998).

READ ABOUT THIS CASE
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      Lt ffrancis Brayton 

      Mr Phillip Eades 

      Mr William Hiscox 

      Mr John Odlin 

      Mr Henry Lilly

Upon Indictment by the Generall Aturny Mr John Easton in the
behalfe of our Soverreigne Lord the King against Thomas Cornell
now prissoner ffor that on the Eveninge of the Eight day of
ffebruary last in the 25th yeare of his Majties Reigne Anno 1672
the said Thomas did murther his mother Rebecca Cornell or was
aydeinge or abettinge thereto. The said Thomas Cornell beinge
cald for and brought forth into Court, and his charge Read, and
demanded of whether Guilty or Not Guilty — pleads Not Guilty,
and Referrs himselfe for Tryall to God and the Cuntry. After all
Lawful Liberty granted by the Court as to Exceptions The
Jurriors were sollemnly Engaged on the case and sent forth. 

Jurriors on the case [listed in margin] 

Mr Henry Palmer foreman 

Daniell Greenell 

James Man 

William Allin 

John Read 

John Spencer 

Richard Dunn 

John Rogers 

Serjt Clement Weaver 

John Bliss 

John Strainge 

John Crandell junr 

The Jurry Returne their Verdict publickly to him declared.
Guilty. Thereupon the Court doe pass this followinge centance
to the Prissoner. 

Whereas you Thomas Cornell have been in this Court Indicted and
charged for murthering your mother Mrs Rebecca Cornell Widow.
and you beinge by your peers the Jurry found Guilty. Know and
to that end prepare your selfe, that you are by this Court
Centanced to be Carried from hence to the Com[m]on Goale, and
from thence on fryday next which will be the twenty thre day of
this instant month May about one of the clock to be carried from
the said Goale to the place the Gallowes — and there to be Hanged
by the neck untill you are dead dead. The Centance beinge
pronounced and to him openly declared The said Thomas Cornell
is Remitted to the Generall Serjants Custody safely to be kept
till the day of Exicution. 

A warrant ordered and granted to seize the Estate of Thomas
Cornell and make Returne thereof to this Court. 
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Ordered that a strict Watch be kept in and about the prisson
untill the day of the Execution of Thomas Cornell, and that the
said Thomas Cornell shall be manacled and surely fastned to the
great chaine — And ordered that James Clarke and James Browne
cunstables in Newport are Authorized and desired to Asist the
Generall Serjant in settinge and orderinge the watch for
secureinge the said prissoner, which watch are to be Eight in
the Night time and four in the day time. 

Those following are Testimonys Concerning Thomas Cornell
Murdering of his Mother Rebeca Cornell: which was ordered to be
Recorded. 

Thomas Cornell the son of Rebeca Cornell, being inquired of us
the Coroners Inquest, doe declare yt in the eveninge before twas
darke, came into the roome and satt downe & discoursed with his
Mother Rebeca for ye space of about one houre and a halfe; and
then went forth into the next Roome, where he stayd about
Threequarters of an houre, then his Wife sent his son Edward
into the roome to his Grandmothr to know whether shee would have
some milke boyled for her supper; the Child coming in to the
roome saw some fire in the roome upon the floore, and the Child
came back unto us, and fetcht the candle to see what fire it
was, Henry Straite went Presently into the roome, my selfe and
the rest followed in A Huddle, Henry Straite coming in saw some
fire, and stooped, and with his Hands raked fire upon the floore,
supposing it to be and Indian that was Drunke, and Burnt, soe
he layd hold of the Arme, my selfe Immediately following, by the
light perceived it was my Mother, and Cryed out, Oh Lord it is
my Mother. 

Taken upon oath this Present 9th Day of February 1672/3 

Before me William Baulston Assist. & Coroner.

Henry Straite being Examined upon Oath before the Coroner,
Testifies, that he knows nothing how Rebeca Cornell came to Her
untimely Death, onely sayth that Edward Cornell being sent in
unto his Grand mother to Know what shee would have for Her
supper, and comeing into the roome, saw fire in the floore, and
came out unto us, and tooke the Candle to see what fire twas,
he the sayd Henry rann, the Boy with the Candle followed, and
Thomas Cornell, he the sayd Henry comeing into the roome, saw
fire upon the floore, he stooped down; and with his hand raked
fire that was upon the floore, and tooke hold of an Arme, and
spake Indian, supposeing it was an Indian, Drunke and Burnt;
Thomas Cornell following, and by the Light deserned & called
out, and sayd, Oh Lord it is my Mother. 

Taken upon oath the yeare and Day above written. 

Before me William Baulston Assist. & Corroner.

Wee the Coroners Inquest for his Majestie being Impanelled, and
Engaged this Present 9th Day of ffebry 1672/3 by Mr William
Baulston Assistt and Coroner for his Matie in the Towne of
Portsmouth in Rhod-Island in the Colony of Rhod-Island and
Providence Plantations in New-England, have and by these
presents doe declare; That being brought to the place where the
Dead Body of Rebeca Cornell was Presented, and Inquiry by us
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made before the Coroner & Mr Joshua Coggeshall one of the
Assistants of the sd Towne, and alsoe Coroner. The Body of the
sayd Rebeca we found dead upon the floore, her Clothes very much
Burnt by fire, and Her Body very much scorched and burnt by fire,
And after dilligent Inquirie and Examination of Wittnesses, wee
the sayd Coroners Inquest caused the sayd Body of Rebeca Cornell
Widdow to Mr Thomas Cornell of Portsmouth to be stripped of the
Residue of Clothes upon it (unburnt) turned and Handled, and
searched to the best of our Judgments and understandings, doe
finde and declare, That upon the Evening after the Eight Day of
Febvruary 1672/3 the sayd Rebeca being in or about the age of
73 yeares, was brought to her untimely death by an Unhappie
Accident of fire as Shee satt in her Rome, the time afore
specified. 

That this is our Verdict as the Coroners Inquest, wee give under
our hands this Present 9th Day of February 1672/3.

      William Dyer fforeman 

Edward Lay 

      John Sanford 

Thomas Brook 

      Georg Lawton 

Hugh Parsons

John Albro 

Peter Talman 

      John Anthony senr 

ffrancis Brayton 

      Thomas Wood 

William Wilbore

John Brigs of the Towne of Portsmouth Aged sixty foure yeares
or thereabouts, being According to Law Sworne and In[g]aged
befor the Councell, Testifieth That on the Twelfth Day of this
Instant month ffebruary in the night as this Depont lay in his
Bedd, he being in A Dreame of Mrs Rebeca Cornell Deseased, and
being betweene Sleepeing and Wakeing, as he thought he felt
something heave up the Bedclothes twice, and thought some body
had beene coming to bed to hime, where upon he Awaked, and turned
himeselfe about in his Bed, and being Turned, he perceived A
Light in the roome, like to the Dawning of ye Day, and plainely
saw the shape and Apearance of A Woman standing by his Bed side
where at he was much Afrighted, and Cryed out, in the name of
God what art thou, the Aperition Answered, I am your sister
Cornell, and Twice sayd, see how I was Burnt with ffire, and
shee plainely Apeered unto hime to be very much burnt about the
shoulders, fface, and Head. 

Taken before the Deputy Govr and Councell mett the 20th day of
ffebruary 1672/3 As Atest John Sanford Secretary.

Mr John Russill of the Towne of Dartmouth in the Colony of New-
Plymouth Aged 65 yeares or thereabouts, being According to Law
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sworne and Engaged before the Councell, Testifieth, that this
Deponant, lately haveing some speech with Georg Soule Cunstable
of the sayd Towne of Dartmoth. The sayd Soul sayd to this Depont,
you being my Anchant ffrind, I have someting to tell you wch I
would desire you to be Secret in, and the sayd Soul sayd, he
once comeing to Mrs Rebeca Cornells House in Portsmouth, the
sayd Mrs Rebeca Cornell sayd to the sayd Soul, that Shee intended
in the spring of the yeare, to goe and Dwell with her son
Samuell, but shee feared Shee should be made away before that
time. And this Relation of the sayd Georg Souls to this Deponant
was since the sayd Mrs Rebeca Cornells Decease. 

Taken before the Deputy Govr and Councell mett the 20th day of
ffebruary 1672/3. As Atest John Sanford Secretary.

We whose names are under subscribed being on the second inquiry
after the untimely death, or decease of Mrs Rebeca Cornell of
the Towne of Portsmouth, desired to make Dilligent search
whether any wound might be found on Her. Doe thus Affirme that
wee found A Suspitious wound on her in the upper-most part of
the Stomake, Wittness our hands ye 20th day of ffebruary 1672/3. 

Henry Greenland Chyrn     

Simon Cooper Chyrn

I doe Atest to ye above Written and declare it to be my Judgment,
Wittness my hand the Day & yeare above written John Cranston
Depty Govr 

The above Premised Henry Greenland & Simon Cooper did both upon
their Oaths affirme to the above Premised, Evidence or written,
to be truth before John Cranston Depty Govr & Practioner in
Phisick & Chyrurgery 

We whose names are hereunto subscribed being by the Depty Govr
& major part of the Councell of this his Majesties Colony of
Rhod-Island and Providence Plantations, appointed and
Empanneled A Coroners Inquest on the Body of Mrs Rebeca Cornell
(Widdow to ye deceased Mr Thomas Cornell of Portsmouth) who came
to an untimely, and uncertaine Death, in the night ffollowing
the Eight day of this Instant month ffebruary, who this Instant
Day, for A Second Inquire, was taken out of Her Grave, upon
severall Suspitious reasons Rendered to the Govr, Depty Govr,
and sayd Councell. And the Corps of the sayd Rebeca, being
Dilligently searched by Chyriurgions in our view, and in their
search, as under their hands appeares, they findeing A
Suspitious wound in the Body of the sayd Rebeca Cornell in the
uppermost part of her Stomake. And wee alsoe finding that the
Body was much Burnt and Scorched by fire wee doe declare, and
returne our Verdict to be, That wee Conceive and Judg, to the
best of our understandings, that by the aforesayd Suspitious
wound, and fire, shee the sayd Mrs Rebeca Cornell came bye her
Death. In witness whereof wee have sett or hands ye 20th day of
ffebry 1672/3. 

  John Sanford foremn 

      Georg Lawton 

      John Albro 
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      Thomas Wood 

      Edward Lay 

      Thomas Brooke 

      Hugh Persons 

      Francis Brayton senr

William Wilbore 

      James Barker 

      Peter Easton 

      Joseph Torrey 

      Weston Clarke 

      Samuell Hubbard 

      Stephen Mumford 

      Edward Greenman

Phillip Edes 

      Caleb Carr 

      Daniell Gould 

      Henry Bull 

      Lawrance Turner 

      Thomas Nicolls 

      Thomas Dungin 

      Thomas Burg

Thomas Cornell senr of Portsmouth being Examined concerneing the
untimely and uncertaine death of his Mother Rebeca Cornell, wch
happened on the 8th of ffebruary 1672/3 in the Evening of the
same Day: sayth, he coming in to the House from his Occations:
a little after sunsett went to visett his Mother, his son Thomas
being then with Her, and satt and discoursed with Her in her
roome where shee keept, about one houre and halfe, and then Left
her and went to Supper, haveing salt-mackrill for Supper, which
his Mother cared not for because shee used to say it made her
Dry, and haveing supt, his Wife sent his son Edward to his
Mother, to know whether shee would have milke boiled for her
supper, or what else shee desired, which might be about Three
quarters of one houre, from the time he left her, he being the
Last that was with Her; the sayd Edward called, Grandmother,
Grandmother, and noebody Answering, and perceaving fire in the
roome; came out, and sayd lett me have the Candle to see what
fire that is in the other roome, whereupon wee all rann in, in
hast, and Henry Straite ran in ffirst, and Rakeing the fire with
his Hands, tooke hold of his Mothers Arme, thinkeing it had been
A Drunken Indian, and spake Indian to her; at last sayd here is
A Drunken Indian Burnt to Death; But the sayd Thomas Cornell,
coming in last, perceaved by Her shoose which he saw by the light
of the Candle, that it was his Mother, and sayd, Oh Lord, it is
my Mother, and tooke up her head in his Armes to see if any life
were in Her; findeing her burnt, lyeing along upon the floore
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with her head towards the fire, her Cloths burnt of on her below
and some above, and the Valins of the Bed burnt, and the upper
part of the Curtaines where he Judged Shee stood when Shee was
on fire; before Shee fell, her Apron & one of her Petty-coats
being Cotton and Wooll, and Judged that her Clothes tooke fire
from A Cole that might fall from Her Pipe as shee satt Smoaking
in Her Chaire, and haveing seene her in that Condition, as above
related, sent out and called in some of the Neighbours liveing
neare; which is all that he knows of the Death of his Mother
abovementioned; not Judging any one were Instrumentall in any
Measure to procure her Death. 

  Taken before us the 21th       of ffebruary 1672/3

Nich Easton Govr 

      Jon Cranston Depty Govr 

      ffrancis Brinley Assistt 

      John Easton Assistant 

      Joshua Coggeshall Assistant

April ye 10th 1673 

Sarah Cornell the Wife of Thomas Cornell of Portsmouth, being
Examined Concerning the Death of her Mother in Law Rebeca
Cornell, sayth, yt ye evening her sayd Mothr was found dead in
ye House, about one houre or more, or such a quantity of time;
before shee was soe found, her Husband Thomas Cornell was with
her to see how shee did, hereing that shee was not well, & tooke
A Quill of yarne in his hand to winde, after he came out, he
winded halfe a Quill of yarne, & then went to Supper, & one of
ye Boies was sent to her sayd Mothr, to know what Shee would
have for Supper, upon opening of the dore, ye Great Dogg being
in her roome, Leaped out over ye Boy, & ye Boy came out in hast,
& desired A Candle to see wt fire yt was in ye roome, whereupon
most in the House ran in & found her sayd Mother Rebeca Cornell
lyeing dead in the floore, being Burnt, but how it came shee
knows not, nor can Imagine, but Lookes at it as A wonderfull
thing, & the more in regard, part of her Clothes being Cotton
and wooll, ye wooll was burnt & ye Cotton Remained whole, which
John Gould, John Spencer, & Job Hawkins afterwards saw, comeing
to ye House for yt Purpose: ffurther sayth, wn Georg Lawton &
John Albro, being sent for, went into the roome, they smelt ye
scent of the Burning of the Clothes, & none before, & when Henry
Straite went in first he thought it had beene an Indian yt lay
there Dead. 

Taken before us.     Nich~ Easton Govr 

      ffrancis Brinley Assistant

At a meeting of ye Dept Govr Mr ffrancis Brinley, Mr John Easton
& Mr Joshua Coggeshall Assistants, Held at Mr Joshua Coggeshalls
House in Portsmo ye 22th of Feby 1672/3. 

Henry Straite being brought before ye Dept Govr & the sd Assistts
& Examined wt he could say and relate concerning the late
Deceased Rebeca Cornells death. Answered yt ye night that ye sd
Mrs Rebeca Cornell lost her life, he was some part of ye night,
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at Mr Georg Lawtons & came not to Mr Thomas Cornells (where he
Diated & Lodged) untill supper time, & wn he came in, some part
of ye supper was upon ye Table, & they were gooing to Supper, &
sitting downe to Supper. Mrs Rebeca Cornell, who usialy used to
be at Supper with us, not being there, this Examinate saith he
inquired where ye sd Mrs Cornell was, & why shee was not at
supper wth them, Mr Thos Cornell Answered, we haveing nothing
but mackrill to supper, my Mothr will not eate any, for shee
saith it makes her dry in the night. The Examinate further saith,
yt as soone as they had supped, Tho[m] Cornells wife sd to one
of ye boys, by name Edward, goe to yor Grandmother, & ask her
whether shee will have any milke for supper; the Ladd going,
Emediately returned, and askt for A Candle to see what fire yt
was, yt was in his Grandmothrs roome, whereupon they all ran, &
this Examinate came first to the dore, & into ye roome, &
espieing fire on ye floore, he clapt his Hands upon it, and raked
away ye fire wth his hands, and then thought it had beene an
Indian, & tooke hold on ye Arme, and shakt her, speakeing Indian;
whereupon Mr Tho[m] Cornell clapt his hands & cryed out, Oh Lord,
it is my Mother. And this Examinate also saith, yt there was noe
fire in the Curtaines, nor about ye Bedsted when he came in,
yett ye Curtins & Valliants at ye foote of the Bedsted was burnt.
And alsoe saith yt ye Body lay wth the head towards ye Southmost
Dore, & ye feete towards ye other Dore, in wch roome we were &
ye Back lay towards ye Bedsteadd ye face towards ye Westmost
Window, & lay on ye left side; Also the said Examinate saith yt
at other times when they have had Mackrill for Supper, ye sd Mrs
Rebeca Cornell used to be called, & did use to come & supp with
ye rest in Mr Thomas Cornells roome. 

Taken upon Oath.

James Moills, being Examined wt he can relate concerneing ye
Death of Mrs Rebeca Cornell. Answered that ye night yt ye said
Mrs Cornell lost her Life: The Examinate & Hen~ Straite were at
Mr Georg Lawtons, in ye evening & came not to Mr Tho[m] Cornells
till about seven A Clocke, when they came in, part of ye Supper
was upon ye Table, & after Supper, Tho[m] Cornells Wife bidd one
of ye Boys, by name Edward, goe to his Grandmothr, and ask her
wt shee would have for supper; ye ladd goeing in, came Imediately
out & askt for A Candle, saying there was fire in his Granmothers
roome, upon which every one there Hastened to see what it was.
This Examinate, wn he came into ye Entry, was goeing out of dores
to see if there were not fire on ye outside of ye House, but
before he gott out, hereing Hen~ Straite say here is A Drunken
Indian burnt to Death, he returned & went into ye roome, & there
he saw, the sd Mrs Rebeca Cornell lyeing on ye floore, wth fire
about Her, from Her Lower parts neare to ye Armepits and saith,
he knew it to be her by her Shoes, & saith, yt ye Curtins &
Valants at ye foote of ye Bedd were burnt, yett ye fire about
ye Bedstead was out. And alsoe this Examinate saith, yt he
haveing being A Servant, as now he is, to ye sd Mr Tho[m]
Cornell, hath observed, yt ye sayd Mrs Rebeca Cornell (except
not well) did usually be at Meales wth Her son Thomas &c. and
wt the Reason was, yt shee was not yt night at Supper wth them,
he knows not. This Examinate also saith, yt at other times in
ye Evening it was Usiall, & sildome otherwise, yt one or more
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of ye Children, were in ye roome wth their gran-mother, but knows
not ye Reason they, nor any of them were not wth her then. This
Examinate also saith, yt he was in ye roome wth Mrs Cornell yt
Morneing before her death, and then shee said shee was not well,
& at noone goeing in to see her, shee said shee was something
better. This Examinate also saith, yt wn he went into ye roome
the night ye sd Mrs Cornell deceased, he saw A peece of her
Garment, being Cotton and woollen lyeing upon A Brand on the
fire. He alsoe saith shee lay on Her Left side. 

Taken upon Oath.

Thomas Cornell (the son of Mr Tho[m] Cornell) Aged 18 yeares or
there abouts, being Examined what he can relate Concerneing ye_
Death of his Gran-Mothr Mrs Rebeca Cornell. Answered and sayth,
yt ye Evening his Gran-mother dyed, he was in ye roome wth her,
& stayd but A Litle while, but went out againe,and did Leave his
ffather in the roome wth her, who stayd wth her about an houre,
or an houre & an halfs time, & then in A litle time after his
comeing out, went to Supper, & after Mother was not at Supper
wth them, though at other times shee usially used, neither was
Shee sent for as at other times, ye Reason was, there being
Mackrill to Supper, was A dyet Shee did not like because it used,
as Shee sayd, to make her very dry. The Examinate also saith,
yt it was formerly usiall for some of them to be in the roome
wth their Gran-Mother in the night times, but was not yt night.
He alsoe saith, yt wn they went into ye roome, Shee lay on her
Left side, wth her Head towards ye fire. And further saith, yt
part of ye Curtin & Valants about ye Bedstead was Burnt, but wn
they went in, ye fire about the Bedsted was quite out. 

Taken upon Oath.

Stephen, Edward, & John Cornell, ye Sons of Mr Tho~ Cornell,
being Examined wt they know Concerneing ye Death of their Gran-
Mother Mrs Rebeca Cornell. They all being severally Examined,
sayd they know not how shee came to Her death, & alsoe said,
their ffather was ye Last Person they know of, yt was wth their
Gran-Mothr. They further said, that none of them were yt night
wth their Gran-Mother, as at other times they use to be.] 

  Taken before

John Cranston Dept Govr 

      ffrancis Brinley Assistt

John Easton Assistt 

      Joshua Coggeshall Assistt

Mary Cornell wife to John Cornell of Plymouth Colony in New-
England, Aged 28 yeares or thereabouts, Apeared before mee ye
3d Day March 1672-73 & upon Her sollemn Engagmt, declareth as
followeth. That about 3 or 4 yeares past, shee this Depont, being
at her Mothr in Laws House Mrs Rebeca Cornell of Portsmth on
Rhod-Island, Widdow, & now dead, or Deceast. This Depont saith
that her Mother in Law Mrs Rebeca Cornell, haveing beene in Her
Orchard, returneing into ye House, tould this Depont, yt shee
had beene run[n]ing after Piggs, & said shee being weake, & had
noe help, & shee being disregarded, shee thought to have stabd
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A Pen-knife in her Heart, yt shee had in her hand, & then shee
should be ridd of Her Trouble. But it came in her minde, Resist
ye Devill who will [illegible] shee sd shee was well satisfied,
& further saith not. Taken upon Oath ye [illegible] March 1672/
73 before [illegible]. 

George Soule Aged 34 yeares or thereabouts being Engaged, saith
yt he being at Mr Tho~ Cornells House on Rhod-Island ye same day
Mathew Allins House was Burned in the Winter, last, and this
Deponant speaking wth Mrs Rebeca Cornell, shee said shee would
goe live wth her son Samuell ye next spring. This Depont urging
her yt shee was better where shee was; shee said yt A differance
was arisen between her & her son Thomas, about rent. This depont
sayd shee spoke unadvisedly to say shee would remove. Shee
Replyed: wt doth this tend too. Shee said he would have the
Hundred Pound bond out of her hand. And this Deponant saith,
shee said shee would goe live wth her son in the spring, if shee
was not otherwise disposed of, or made away. and further this
depont saith not. Taken this first day of March 1672/3. 

This Depont further saith he Judged Mrs Rebeca Cornell to Be in
a Passion. 

        Nich Easton Govr 

        Richd Smith Assistant

Mary ye wife of Mr John Almy of ye Towne of Portsmouth Aged
Thirty three yeares or thereabouts, being According to Law
Engaged & Sworne, Deposeth & Testifieth yt shee hath severall
times observed an Undutyfull-ness in Tho~ Cornell towards his
Mother Mrs Rebeca Cornell, & saith yt shee hath severall times
spoke of it to others. And further saith, yt ye sayd Mrs Rebeca
Cornell told this Depont yt shee was much neglected, & yt shee
was forced in ye Winter season, in ye cold wether to goe to her
Bed unmade, & unwarmed, & was therefore forced to procure some
woollin Cloth to wrapp her selfe in, before shee went to her
could bedd. And alsoe ye sd Mrs Rebeca Cornell, told this depont,
yt if shee could not Eate as all ye foalkes of ye House could,
& at their times of Eateing, shee must fast, for there was
nothing brought in for Her to Eate; ffurther this Depont
testifieth, yt Anthony Shaws wife of Portsmouth (since ye
aforesayd Tho Cornell was Imprisened) told this Depont, yt Tho
Cornells Wife coming to ye prison to her Husband, they Desired
some time of Privacy, & soe went together into A Private roome,
& whilst they were together, ye sd Tho~ Cornell and his Wife had
those Expretions each to other, yt if you will keepe my Councell
I will keepe yors, & soe they spake each together, & then ye
Dore of ye roome in which they were was opened. 

Taken before ye Dept Govr & part of ye Genll Councell. ye 11th
of Aprill. 1673. 

      John Sanford, Secretary.

Elizabeth ye wife of Hugh Persons of ye Towne of Portsmouth,
Aged sixty yeares or thereabouts being According to ye Law
Engaged, & sworne, Deposeth, & Testifieth yt shee being wth
Goodwife Earle, desired to lay forth ye Body of the Deceased Mrs
Rebeca Cornell, they on ye Sabath Day towards night, Accordingly
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layd forth the Body of the sd Deceased, & saith yt then there
was noe Apeareance of Blood about ye Corps, but comeing thether
on ye Munday there had beene in the roome where ye Corps lay,
Thomas Cornell wth Wm. Hall to measure ye Corps for ye makeing
A Coffin to interr Her in, & some saying ye corps did purge,
this depont went to see whether ye corps did purge or not, &
found yt ye corps did not purge, onely saw yt shee had bled fresh
Blood at ye Nose; and ffurther saith not. 

Taken before ye Dept Govr & part of ye Genrll Councell, the 11th
day of Aprill 1673. 

      John Sanford Secretary

Hugh Persons of ye Towne of Portsmouth Aged 60 yeares, or
thereabouts, being According to Law Engaged & sworne: Deposeth
& Testifieth that yt night Mrs Rebeca Cornell lost Her Life,
this Depont comeing to ye House: went in to ye Roome where shee
lay, & Mr Coggeshall goeing in before this Depont, Emediately
Mr Coggeshall went to ye outward Doore opening to ye Southward,
to see whether it were fast bolted. And this depont heard Mr
Coggeshall say yt Doore was fast Bolted. And further this Depont
saith, yt upon ye hearth there was burnt sinders lay in A traine,
& almost covered ye floare in such A manner as if shee had beene
drawne thether. 

Taken before ye Dept Govr and part of ye Genll Councell the 11th
Day of April 1673. 

      John Sanford Secretary

Joane Coggeshall ye wife of Joshua Coggeshall aged about 38
yeares being Engaged According to Law, affirmeth yt being at the
Widdow Cornells House about A yeare & halfe since; as neere as
shee can Remember; shee ye sd Cornell Complained to Her, yt Her
son Tho Cornell, carryed himselfe very unkindely to Her,
detaineing Her Rent from Her, and would pay Her none, & was soe
High & soe Crose, yt shee durst hardly speake to hime; & yt shee
intended to gett men to speake to hime aboute it, & did nominate
Wm Baulston, John Easton & Walter Clarke; & further sayd, yt her
son Tho~ Cornell told her, Her name did stinke about ye Island,
or Country, And shee ye sd Widdow Cornell, desired Her yt shee
would not speake of wt shee told Her, for shee should live A
sadd life, wth Her sd son, if he should heare of it. 

Taken this 14th of Aprill 1673, before us. 

      John Cranston Dept Govr 

      Richd Smith, Assist

Francis Brinley Assist.~ 

      John Easton Assist.~

 Patience Coggeshall ye Wife of John Coggeshall, aged about 33
years, being Engaged According to Law, afirmeth, yt shee and Her
Sister Wait Gould, & her Sister Joan Coggeshall, being with ye
Widdow Rebeca Cornell about 2 1/2 yeares since, in Her orchard
under a Damzen Tree; shee related to ym ye sad Condition of Life
shee lived wth her son Tho~ Cornell, wch shee declared wth much
weepeing, & sayd, yt he would not keepe her A mayd, though he
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was Engaged to it, as to find her Diett, & yt her son Thomas &
his wife, yt now is, were very cross to her; & this depont asked
Her how ye children carryed ymselves towards her, shee replied;
how could they carry it kindly to Her wn their ffather was soe
cross; & yt shee was afrayd there would be mischiefe don, Her
Daughter in Law was of such a Desperate Spirit, for not long
since, sayd shee, shee ran after one of ye Children of his ffirst
Wife, wth an Axe, into Her House; but shee prevented Her
strikeing ye child; & yt shee did not live wth any of her other
children, because shee had made over her Estate to Her Son
Thomas; & yt if shee had thought her son Thomas first Wife would
have dyed before Her, shee would not have made it over to hime. 

Waite Gould being Engaged According to Law, affirmeth to ye
truth of ye Premises. 

Taken this 14th of Aprill 1673, before us. 

      John Cranston Dept Govr 

      Richd Smith, Assist

ffrancis Brinley Assistt. 

      John Easton Assistt.

 Nicholas Wild of Newpt aged 73 yeares or there abouts, being
According to Law Engaged, & Deposed, Testifieth yt about a yeare
agoe Mrs Rebeca Cornell came to this Deponts House, & there
Complained of Her son Thomas Cornell; yt he was [torn] Agreemt
to pay her yearely (as neere as this Depont Remembers Shee sayd)
Six pound a yeare, & Diet for A maide Servant, wch shee sayd he
refused to pay, & did wth hold it; & further shee sayd, yt he
tould Her, if shee would release hime of yt Hundred Pound he was
Engaged to pay her, yn he would pay ye six pound A yeare, & A
Maide should have her Diet, as was Promised. ffurther ye sd Mrs
Cornell told this Depont, yt her son Told her he must Build, &
required ye Hundred pound toward it, but shee sayd shee could
not, unless she should wrong her other Children, for shee
thought he had Enough; shee alsoe told this depont, yt her son
told her shee must pay ye Rates; Shee alsoe sayd, yt shee hath
been forced to goe out in ye snow for Wood, & hath falne wth ye
Wood under Her, when they have beene in ye House & saw it all,
wch shee sayd was such A griefe & Trouble to her, yt shee hath
beene afraide of being Provoaked, & hath prayed to ye Lord agat
it; & ffurther shee sayd yt Her son Thomas told Her, yt if shee
would forgive ye Hundred pound he would yn pay ye Rent, alow
Diet for A Maide for Her, & pay ye rates, & this shee Declared,
wth great griefe & Trouble of Spirit, wth weepeing Teares. 

Taken before ye Dept Govr & part of ye Genll Councell ye 14th
of Aprill 1673. 

      John Sanford Secretary.

Sarah ye wife of Nicholas Wilde Aged 61 yeares or thereabouts,
being According to Law Engaged & deposed, testifieth to ye Truth
of all yt is above Testified by Her Husband. And further
testifieth, yt Mrs Rebeca Cornell told this depont yt Her Son
Thomas, one time being Angry wth her, lookt very firce upon Her,
& nasht, or sett his Teeth at her, & sayd shee had beene A Cruell
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Mother to hime. She told hime shee had not beene cruell, but A
[torn] & sayd his Carrige & Expressions therein was A great
Trouble, or Terror to Her. This depont askt Mrs Cornell how shee
was able to beare such Afflictions. Shee answered yt shee should
not be Able to beare it, but yt God did support her, & in Her
griefe shee had Scriptures come into Her mind yt did much quiet
her. 

Taken before ye Dept Govr & part of the Genll Councell ye 14th
of Aprill 1673. 

      John Sanford Secretary

The Deposition of Rebeca Woollsey is yt wn shee was last at Rhod-
Island with Her Mother Mrs Rebeca Cornell falling in discourse
one with Another, the Deponts Mother tould her Daughtour
Woollsey that shee looked very poorly and the Depont told her
Mother shee had cause soe to doe; her mother did Aske her why;
the Depont told her Mother, yt shee had, had the smal pox, and
yt shee was very much Afflicted and Troubled in mind, and yt
shee was sometimes Perswaded to Drowne her selfe, and sometimes
to stabb her selfe. Soe the Deponts Mother told her Daughter
that shee must pray to God, and he would helpe Her. The Depont
told Her Mother, shee did often call upon God, and he did here
her, soe wn the Depont had done with this Discorce, the Deponants
Mother told her Daughter that shee had beene divers yeares
possest with an evill spirit, and that shee was divers times
Perswaded to make away with Her selfe, and yett the Lord was
pleased from time to time to preserve her. The Depont told her
Mother, that shee would tell her Brother Thomas of it, and her
Mother charged her not to tell hime, soe shee did not tell hime:
And further sayes not. 

ffloshin 10 Aprill 1673 — This Testimony taken before me 

      Robert Coe Justice of Peace

John Pearce of the Towne of Portsmouth Aged 41 yeares or there
abouts being According to Law Engaged, Testifieth, that since
the Decease of Mrs Rebeca Cornell, this Deponent being at the
house of [torn - Wm ?] Wood, there was Thomas Cornell, and his
Wife, and Thomas Cornell sayd, that his Mother in her life time
had A desire to have A good fire, and further sayd, that he
thought God had answered her ends, for now shee had it. 

Taken the 7th of May 1673 (in the morneing) before me. 

Joshua Coggeshall Assistant.

Liftt Joseph Torrey of Newport being According to Law Engaged,
Testifieth, That on ye Day the Corroners Inquest satt upon the
Corps of Mrs Rebeca Cornell deceased (on the second inquiry)
comeing to the House of Thomas Cornell, and Inquireing whether
the outmost dore were shutt, of the sayd Mrs Cornells Roome that
night shee Dyed, Mr Thomas Cornell made Answer, that the dore
was not Lockt, neither was there ever any Lock upon the Dore,
but sayd he, the Dore was fastned with A Barr upon the Latch,
and showed this depont in what man[n]er it was. 

Taken the 16th of May 1673 in Court As Attests John Sanford
Recordr 
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Mr. Phillip Eds of Newport being According to Law Engaged,
Testifieth to the truth of what is above Testified by Liftt
Joseph Torrey. 

Taken in Court, ye 16th of May 1673. As Attests John Sanford
Recordr 

I Present and Indict Thomas Cornell of Portsmouth now Prisoner
in his Majties Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Senr. That against the feare of God, the Honour of our Soveraigne
Lord the Kinge, and the Law and peace of this Colony, on the
Evening of the 8th Day of Febry in the 25th yeare of the Reigne
of his Majtie Charles the Second Annoque Domin. 1672. The sayd
Thomas Cornell did violently Kill his Mother, Rebeca Cornell,
Widdow, or was ayding or Abetting thereto, in the Dwelling House
of his sayd Mother in the foresayd towne of Portsmouth, which
act of his is Murder, and is against the Honole Crowne and
Dignety of his Majesty the Laws and peace of this Colony. 

Dated at A Genll Court of Tryalls held ye 12th May 1673 

John Easton Genll Aturney.

Passed by leave of ye Court to ye Grand Jury As Attests John
Sanford Recor. 

Grand Jury returne [blotted] Bill. Petty Jurys returne. Guilty. 

Whereas you Thomas Cornell have beene in this Court, Indicted,
and Charged for Murdering your Mother Mrs Rebeca Cornell Widdow,
and you being by your Peers the Jurry found Guilty, Know, and
to that end, prepare your selfe, that you are by this Court
sentenced to be carryed from hence to the Common Goale, and from
thence on ffryday next which will be the 23th Day of this instant
month May, about one of the Clocke, to be carryed from the sayd
Goale to the place of Execution, the Gallows, and there to be
Hanged by ye neck untill you are Dead Dead.—

 William Hall died in Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

1675
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July 8, Thursday (Old Style): Captain Goulding of Portsmouth was in his sloop on the bay when he saw that Benjamin 
Church of Plymouth and 19 other Englishmen had taken refuge behind a rock in a “pease field” at Pocasset, 
and were being besieged by about 300 natives. He used the canoe of his sloop to pluck the white men out of 
their great peril two at a time.

A treaty was accomplished between Massachusetts and Connecticut on the one hand, and Narragansett 
headmen on the other, in Rhode Island territory on the west coast of the Narragansett Bay. The Narragansett 
agreed to look on the Wampanoag as their enemies and turn them in alive, or deliver their heads to the English. 
Four of the Wampanoag were taken to Boston as hostages. In these negotiations, the rights and prerogatives 
of the Rhode Island whites, and the charter of Rhode Island, were entirely disregarded and ignored. It was as 
if Rhode Island did not exist. When Thomas Gould ventured to verbalize a suspicion that was being entertained 
by the governor of Rhode Island, Friend William Coddington, that what the Massachusetts troops intended to 
do was seize Rhode Island territory and make it part of Massachusetts, he was taken under arrest, and would 
wind up in Connecticut in prison.

The Bay colony observed another Fast Day or Day of Humiliation as attacks were being staged by the 
Wampanoag on Middleborough, and upon Dartmouth, on this day and on the following one.

October 27, Wednesday (Old Style): The General Assembly of the colony of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations met to hear a petition from Captain John Cranston for the “settling” of a “mallicia” that would put 
the colony “in a Sutable posture of defence.” Most of the representatives who were present were Quakers. 
They determined to leave all such decisions of war up to the Newport and Portsmouth town councils. Anything 
these councils decided would be deemed “Authentick.”

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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May 2, Friday (Old Style): Baron de Lahontan reported from Beaupré in New France that “In truth, the peasants here 
live much more comfortably than do many gentlemen in France. When I say peasants, I am in error. One must 
say habitants, since here, the word peasant is no more welcome than it is in Spain.”

Friend Thomas Fish of Portsmouth [Aquidneck Island, Rhode Island] designated, to his “Grandson Preserved 
Fish18 the sonn and heire of my Sonn Thomas Fish Late of Portsmouth ... to be by him ... Possessed ... after 
the terme of Sixteen years ... which will be in the year one Thousand Seven hundred the Late Dwelling house 
of my ... Sonn Thomas Fish Deceased ... with  ... all ... Lands Orchards, Gardens, and Out houses ... in 
Portsmouth ... containeing ... fifteene Acres ... Bounded on the North by Stephen Cornells Land on the East by 
the Land Lately belonging to Thomas Cooke Deceased on the South and West by the Highwayes or common 
of said Towne ... second day of may ... one Thousand six hundred Eighty and four

Wit.                                                                            Thomas fish
  Thomas Ward
  Ammy Ward
  Mary Billing

Thomas Fish ... 2: day of may 1684 ... Did ... acknowledge this ... John Albro: Assistant”

November 8, Saturday (Old Style): In Newport, Rhode Island, Mary Coggshall, the wife of John Coggshall and 
mother of Friend Joshua Coggeshall of Portsmouth, died.

1684

18. This Friend Preserved (pronounced pre-SER-vedd) Fish (1679-1745) would when he would grow up become the father of 
Friend Preserved Fish (1713-1813) the centenarian blacksmith of Portsmouth, Rhode Island, and the grandfather of Preserved Fish 
(1766-1846), a whaling captain who became a merchant first in New Bedford, Massachusetts and then in New-York, and then make 
himself one of the 28 brokers who created what would eventually become known as the New York Stock Exchange. The family was 
Huguenot and Quaker. The Preserved of the 3d generation was a convert to Episcopalianism and his remains, as befit an extremely 
wealthy man, are in Vault 75 of the New York City Marble Cemetery on Manhattan Island.
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The Reverend Benjamin Keach’s SPIRITUAL SONGS: BEING THE MARROW OF THE SCRIPTURE (London: John 
Marshal).

Awake, my soul, awake, my tongue,
 My glory wake and sing,
 And celebrate the holy birth,
 The birth of Israel’s King!
 
O happy night that brought forth light,
 Which makes the blind to see,
 The Dayspring from on high came down
 To cheer and visit thee.
 
The careful shepherds with their flocks
 Were watching for the morn,
 But better news from Heav’n was brought;
 Your Savior now is born!
 
In Bethlehem the Infant lies,
 Within a place obscure,
 Your Savior’s come, O sing God’s praise!
 O sing His praise fore’er.

1700
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The Baptists of Providence, Rhode Island who had been meeting in private homes, began their first 
meetinghouse.19

In a related piece of news, in this year the old Quaker meetinghouse in Portsmouth, Rhode Island was sold to 
Joseph Mosey for £11 14s. and a new meetinghouse was in the process of being erected. On a following screen 
are three postcard views of the new construction, the first dating to about 1905, the second to 1908, and the 
third to 1955:

1st mo.: During March 1700/1701, in the records of the Rhode-Island quarterly meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, a notation indicates that a weekly worship meeting had been taking place in the town of Providence. 
The proposal to erect a Friends’ meetinghouse inside the town would be laid before the Portsmouth monthly 
meeting. The monthly meeting would forward this proposal to the Rhode-Island quarterly meeting.

2d of 10th mo.: On December 2d, 1701, a minute was made by the Rhode-Island quarterly meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends:

It was proposed and agreed unto, that two Friends should go to
Providence, the persons are Gideon Freeborn and Abraham Chace,
to see what encouragement Friends and Friendly people will give,
every way, toward building said house, and make their return to
said meeting at Portsmouth this day, five weeks.

19. A plaque at the picturesque white “First Baptist Meeting House” in beautiful downtown Providence, Rhode Island asserts quite 
sincerely that “This church was founded by Roger Williams, its first pastor and the first asserter of liberty of conscience. It was the 
first Church in Rhode Island and the first Baptist Church in America.” That structure, however, was not in existence prior to 1775 
— which would be three full generations of human life beyond this point in time. Also, some Baptists do not claim Roger William 
now as having been a Baptist minister, although he had indeed toyed with a religious group in Providence for some months in the 
year 1639 before separating himself from them, and that religious group with which he had toyed in 1639 would, fifteen years 
afterward upon the migration of some Particular Baptists from England, begin to identify itself as Baptist.

1701
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Friend John Warner of North Carolina kept a school in the upper room of the new Portsmouth, Rhode Island 
meetinghouse.

This is what the county layout of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island looked like, as of this year:

(By the year 1862, the county map would have resolved itself into our present configuration.)

1703
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In Rhode Island harbors, during this year, Alexander Boyd Hawes was able before his untimely death to 
discover no record of any vessel being fitted out for the international slave trade. During this year, would you 
believe, we would seem to have been more or less behaving ourselves (unless there has been some little neglect 
in our recordkeeping)!

However, during this year a young native American in Portsmouth, Rhode Island attempted to kill the white 
man who owned him. No existing law seeming to apply to such a circumstance, the general assembly set as 
the punishment that this slave be branded on the forehead with the letter R with a hot iron, then whipped at the 
tail of a cart at each of the corners in Newport, then sold out of the colony — with the proceeds of the sale 
going to cover the costs of this punishment.

February 28, Tuesday (1726, Old Style): Friend Abraham Redwood got married with Martha Coggeshall of Newport. 
Soon after their marriage, the couple would build their town house on the west side of Thames Street, across 
from Fair Street, where Salas’s Restaurant is now located. They would have their entire plot, including its 
gardens, enclosed by brick walls fitted with ornamental wrought iron gates they would import from London 
in 1731. The private wharf for the family’s sailing vessels, a distribution point for the sugar produced on his 
slave plantation “Cassada Garden” on the island of Antigua, was located behind this house, in what is now 
referred to as the Perry Mill Wharf Area. In addition to their town house, the family owned an estate of more 
than 140 acres on West Main Road across from Union Street in Portsmouth, extending down to the 
Narragansett Bay, which they purchased from Martha Coggeshall Redwood’s father, Daniel Coggeshall. There 
they would build their summer house in 1743. They would develop one of the first botanical gardens in 
America and introduce all sorts of tropical fruits and flowers. They would live the good life.

Presumably, since they had beaucoup black slaves down on the island of Antigua –chopping cane for them in 
the tropical sun– they would have had black servants around their home, there in Rhode Island as well.

1727

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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July 31, Sunday (Old Style): Pope Benedict XIV instructed the Spanish Inquisition to remove the name of Henry 
Noris, Italian church historian, theologian, and Cardinal of Irish ancestry, in charge of the Vatican library, 
author of THE HISTORY OF PELAGIANISM AND DISSERTATIONS ON THE FIFTH GENERAL COUNCIL and of 
VINDICIAE AUGUSTINIANAE, from their INDEX EXPURGATORIUS, explaining that their charges against him of 
sympathy with Jansenius and Baius were unsubstantiated, that they had been repeatedly rejected by the Holy 
Office, and that they had been repudiated by popes who had honored him.

Preserved Fish was born in Portsmouth, Rhode Island to Friends Daniel Fish and Mary Tallman Fish.

1748
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The population of Providence, Rhode Island amounted to, in the categories of the day: 747 men, 741 women, 
655 boys, 754 girls, 262 blacks, 275 men able to bear arms, and 406 enlisted soldiers.

John Green’s Map of the Most Inhabited Part of New England was based largely upon the previously published 
map by Dr. William Douglass. Dr. Douglass (1700-1752) had been a Scottish physician practicing in Boston 
who had studied in Edinburgh, Leyden, and Paris. Here are two details from his earlier map:

1755

EAST GREENWICH RI
MOUNT HOPE

PORTSMOUTH

TIVERTON

WARWICK RI
REHOBOTH

BRISTOL

WARREN

SWANSEA
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(In the lower right corner of this new 1855 offering we are offered the First Comers at Plymouth — being met 
on the shore by an Indian holding a pole with a liberty cap atop it!)

Also in this year, a map by Jean Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville:

CONCORD

CARTOGRAPHY
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Also in this year, a map by Thomas Kitchin:

February 23, Wednesday: According to the Warwick, Rhode Island record: “These lines may certifie all persons that 
Jonathan Slocum and Ruth Tripp both of the town of Portsmouth [perhaps residents on Patience, or Prudence, 
Island in Narragansett Bay], in the County of Newport were lawfully married in Warwick on the 23rd day of 
Febry in the year 1757.”

Friend Abraham Redwood had another, smaller summer house built on his estate on the shore of Narragansett 
Bay in Portsmouth. This is the building that would be moved to Newport, Rhode Island, in 1917.

1757

1766

FRANCESMACONAQUAH SLOCUM

SLOCUM FAMILY

TRIPP FAMILY
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A white infant christened Frances Slocum, to be known for most of her life as Little Bear Woman or 
Maconaquah, was born during this year to a Quaker family from Portsmouth, Rhode Island that had relocated 
to the Wyoming district near the Wilkes-Barre fort in Pennsylvania.

The mother, Friend Ruth Tripp Slocum, had been born on March 21, 1736, daughter of Isaac Tripp and 
Susanna Spencer(?) Tripp of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The father, Friend Jonathan Slocum, was in the 5th 
generation after Giles Slocum, 1st of the Slocum line of Rhode Island. According to the Warwick RI record: 
“These lines may certifie all persons that Jonathan Slocum and Ruth Tripp both of the town of Portsmouth 
[perhaps residents on Patience, or Prudence, Island in Narragansett Bay], in the County of Newport were 
lawfully married in Warwick on the 23rd day of Febry in the year 1757.”

1773

FRANCESMACONAQUAH SLOCUM

SLOCUM FAMILY

TRIPP FAMILY
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During the American Revolution there were some Americans who considered it necessary to guard the 
shoreline of the mainland, and Nantucket Island, against seizure of property by British foraging parties based 
on Aquidneck Island in Narragansett Bay. We don’t know how effective this fighting was in protecting 
American property from the British, but Quakers of course refused to contribute to the cost of such protection, 
and therefore there were 496 cases of seizure of the goods of peace-testimony Quakers in Rhode Island by 
local revolutionary authorities. In 1778 the property thus distrained from members of New England Yearly 
Meeting by local American authorities amounted to £2,473, while in 1779 the total distraint rose to £3,453. 
For instance, here are some of the revolutionary seizures made of property of ancestors of Quaker families of 
Providence monthly meeting:

• In 1775, local revolutionary authorities seized a dictionary belonging to Friend Thomas Lapham, Jr. 
of Smithfield.

• In 1775, local revolutionary authorities seized 5 pairs of women’s shoes belonging to Friend Paul 
Green of East Greenwich.

• In 1776, local revolutionary authorities would seize the fire tongs of Friend Stephen Hoxsie of 
South Kingstown, as he was the guardian of John Foster but John had not mustered during an 
alarm.

• Between 1777 and 1782, local revolutionary authorities would seize 7 cows, 5 heifers, and 2 table 
cloths belonging to Friend Simeon Perry of South Kingstown.

• In 1777, local revolutionary authorities would seize a mare worth £30 belonging to Friend John 
Foster of South Kingstown.

• In 1777, local revolutionary authorities would seize 3 felt hats belonging to Friend John Carey of 
East Greenwich.

• In 1780, local revolutionary authorities would seize a silver porringer belonging to Friend Isaac 
Lawton of Portsmouth.

• Between 1780 and 1782, local revolutionary authorities would seize 29 boxes of spermaceti 
candles, 20 yards of white linen sheeting, 14 yards of kersey, 16 sides of sole leather, a 3-year-old 
heifer, and 2 stacks of hay belonging to Friend Moses Brown of Providence.

• In 1781, local revolutionary authorities would seize 9 sheep and 2 steers belonging to Friend Amos 
Collins of South Kingstown.

• In 1781, local revolutionary authorities would seize 2 ox chains and an ax belonging to Friend 
George Kinyan of Rhode Island, because he had not been appearing at militia trainings.

In addition to property seizures, in three cases a Quaker man who refused to participate in militia activities 
would be jailed. One of these men was Friend David Anthony of East Greenwich. In each case the Friends 
would conduct an investigation to determine whether the person had acted in the spirit and manner of Friends, 
and if he had, would go to the General Assembly at Providence to petition the “tender consciences” of the 
lawgivers for his freedom. 

Not all Rhode Island Quakers refused to participate in the civil unrest of the period but those who did 
participate in any way were always rigorously and promptly disowned. Between 1775 and 1784, the New 
England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends would disown a total of 147 Quakers who had 
become involved in one way or another with the civil disruption. Among those disowned was, upon his own 
request, Major General Nathanael Greene. (Less tolerance, in fact, was shown for those who deviated from the 
Peace Testimony than for those Friends who continued to hold slaves.)

1775

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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30th, 5th Month: At the previous monthly meeting of the Jamestown Friends, a committee had been appointed to make 
a recommendation as to the standing of a slave belonging to the estate of a deceased man. Could the widow, 
Friend Damaris Fowler, manumit this slave? The committee had established that in accordance with “widow’s 
thirds” dower rights, “She hath no right to but one third of said Negro, for which (she) presented a bill of 
manumission to this Meeting which is ordered to be recorded on Friends Records.” The other 2/3ds of this 
person were (was?) the property of the widow Fowler’s children (who presumably were not treated of because 
they were not Quakers?).

Also, “The Preparative Meeting of Portsmouth informs this Meeting [the Rhode Island Monthly Meeting held 
in Newport on Aquidneck Island] that P. Jonothan [sic] Brownell hath taken the place of a Captain in the 
Military and enlisted in for that service. And it appearing to this Meeting that he hath been laboured with on 
that account but still persists therein, wherefore for the Clearing of Truth and our Christian Testimony we do 
disown him to be any longer a member of our Society and order that a copy of this Minute be read at the close 
of a First Day Meeting at Portsmouth between this and our next monthly meeting. Jacob Mott, Jr. is directed 
to read said Minute and to report back to our next Monthly Meeting.”

25th, 7th Month: “Jeremiah Thomas hath listed as a soldier, which being directly opposite to the peaceable principle 
we profess, we do disown him to be any longer under our care as a member of our Society, and order a copy 
of this Minute to be read by our Clerk at the close of a First Day Meeting at Portsmouth between this and our 
next Monthly Meeting and make return to the Meeting.”

10th, 1st Month: When the Yearly Meeting for Sufferings met in Portsmouth, the Quakers had scruples about the use 
of paper currency that had been issued in the colonies, because these bills had been issued “for the purpose of 
carrying on war.” 

It was considered that it was “a Duty required of them to guard carefully about contributing thereto in any 
manner.”

On the following screen is a sample piece of colonial currency prepared for Massachusetts by Paul Revere, 
that gives us a good idea of what the Quakers were finding so troubling. The figure holding a cutlass is 
accompanied by a motto from Publilius Syrus, Ense petit placidam, sub Libertate Quietem “By the sword we 
seek peace, but peace only under liberty.”

1776

QUAKER DISOWNMENT

RHODE ISLAND

QUAKER DISOWNMENT

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

RHODE ISLAND
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30th, 1st Month: “The Preparative Meeting of Portsmouth informs that Joseph Brownell son of Thomas hath been 
acting in warlike matters as assisting in building a fortification, etc., whereupon we appoint Job Shearman and 
Daniel Fish, 2nd to labour with said Brownell and endeavour to bring him to a sense of his outgoings and make 
report to our next Monthly Meeting.”

30th, 7th Month: “The Preparative Meeting of Portsmouth inform that Gideon Shearman (son of John Shearman) and 
Seth Thomas (son of Joseph Thomas) have enlisted as soldiers, which is a transgression of the rules of our 
Society. Therefore we do disown them to be any longer under our care as members thereof, and order a copy 
of this minute to be read publicly at the close of a First Day Meeting at Portsmouth. Jacob Mott 2nd is desired 
to read the same and make report at our next Monthly Meeting.”

29th, 10th Month: At the Preparative Meeting of Portsmouth, “One of the visitors from Newport informed that 
Benjamin Stanton had been on a cruise in a private vessel of war which being directly contrary to the 
peaceable principle we profess, we do disown him.”

31st, 12th Month: At the Preparative Meeting of Portsmouth, the men’s meeting for business recorded “As our Meeting 
hath at this time a number of soldiers in it renders it inconvenient to proceed to business. Therefore this 
Meeting is adjourned to the breaking of the meeting for worship at Newport next Fifth day.” Meanwhile the 
women’s meeting for business recorded “as the intercourse between this island and the main is obstructed by 
the arrival of the British Army here, the business respecting ... is refer’d....”

July 9, Wednesday: During this night Colonel William Barton of the Patriot Militia and 40 men had proceeded ten 
miles along the Narragansett Bay from Warwick Neck under cover of darkness, staying close to shore to evade 
British warships. In the wee smalls of the predawn of the 10th in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, they would awake 
General Richard Prescott and inform him that he was, again, being taken prisoner. Without giving the British 
general an opportunity to dress, they would hustle him to Providence.

Henry Hallam was born. The only son of the Reverend John Hallam, canon of Windsor and dean of Bristol, 
he would be educated at the Eton School and at Christ Church College, Oxford.

1777
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29th, 12th Month: The Meeting at Portsmouth recorded: “No one is appointed to attend the Quarterly Meeting on 
account of the improbability of our having communication with our Friends on the main and not knowing 
where it may be held.”

25th, 8th Month: The siege of Aquidneck Island. The Quaker meeting at Portsmouth recorded: “The communication 
between us and Friends at Newport being obstructed this meeting is adjourned to the 9th day of next month at 
the breaking up of the Meeting for Worship at Portsmouth.”20

August 29, Saturday: In Rhode Island, people were trying to kill each other at a place on Aquidneck Island variously 
known as Quaker Hill and as Butts Hill, near Portsmouth. During this struggle, now grandly known as “The 
Battle of Rhode Island,” the local black unit was opposing Hessian mercenary troops. The Marquis de 
Lafayette would describe the general engagement of this day as the “best fought action of the war.”

The all-Black battalion fought a battle with the Hessians during
the American Revolution. The battle is referred to as the
“Battle of Rhode Island”. When the 1776 enlistments were about
up, the RI General Assembly voted to raise two regiments
numbering 1,430 men combined The recruiting did not go well. In
spite of additional bounties offered, by February 1777, only 50
men had enlisted in the two regiments. As veterans of 1776
returned home, the situation improved a bit. By March, the two
regiments had a total of about 400 men. (Various excuses have
been advanced to explain this poor showing. RI had an estimated
1,200 men serving on ships, mostly privateers, and another 1,800
serving in the state’s brigade, keeping an eye on Newport).
General Washington ordered the 1st and 2nd RI to join him despite
the lack of strength. On Washington’s suggestion, Christopher
Greene was appointed commander of the 1st RI. Because he was
still a prisoner at this time (he was captured during the Arnold
expedition to Quebec), Lt. Colonel Comstock was put in command
until Greene could join his unit. Upon arrival in the American
encampment, the RI regiments were brigaded with the 4th and 8th
Connecticut and the four units were placed under the command of
General Varnum, who used some political clout at home to get a
promotion to brigadier. During the summer of 1777, the two RI
regiments peaked in strength at 600 men combined. At this point,
Christopher Greene managed to join his regiment. In October and
November of 1777, the RI units fought in the battle at Red Bank.
After the battle, Greene evaded the British and got the two RI
units back to Valley Forge for winter camp. In camp, the RI
officers, concerned about the very low numbers in the ranks,
came up with the idea of raising a regiment from slaves.

1778

20. As part of the defensive work in preparation for battle, the British forces on the island in this year sank 13 of their older ships 
across the mouth of the harbor. One of these appears to have been, actually, what remained of a proud ship that Captain Cook had 
used during his explorations, Endeavour (renamed Lord Sandwich, and in its last days used as a prison hulk containing captured 
American rebels). Coincidentally, also finding its way to the bottom of the harbor here would be Captain Cook’s Resolution, 
renamed in its later existence La Liberte.

RHODE ISLAND

RHODE ISLAND
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Washington wrote Gov. Cooke of Rhode Island asking his opinion
of the scheme. The governor expressed cautious optimism and said
300 men could be expected. So the troops of the 1st RI were
transferred to the 2nd RI, numbering 400 as a result. This
regiment served at Monmouth under Lee. Greene and his staff were
sent back to RI to raise a black regiment to fill the ranks of
the depleted 1st RI. The General Assembly voted that every able
bodied Negro, Mulatto and Indian slave could enlist for the
duration of the war. Bounties and wages would be the same as
those of free men. Once enlisted and approved of by the officers
of the regiment, the recruits would be free. At this time, there
was a Black and Indian population of 3,331 in Rhode Island. The
scheme, which did compensate owners, produced less than 200 men.
Seeing how expensive the plan was becoming, the Assembly cut off
recruiting of slaves on June 10, 1778. This incarnation of the
1st RI first saw action in the battle of Rhode Island in August
1778. The Continental troops that fought in the battle (1st and
2nd RI; Sherburne’s, Webb’s and Jackson’s and Livingston’s)
remained in RI for the winter of 1778-79. On October 25, 1779,
the British evacuated Newport. All the Continental units in RI
were ordered to march. However, at the last minute, the 1st Rhode
Island was told to stay in the state and guard the wharves and
streets of Newport. The 1st RI remained home into 1780. In July
of that year, Rochambeau arrived in Newport with 4,000 French
troops. An officer with Rochambeau, von Clausen, provides us
with a description of one of the Black soldiers wearing a cast-
off French waistcoat with long sleeves and red cuffs, as well
as the waved helmet with bluish plumes. In October of 1781,
Congress reconstructed the army again. The 1st RI, the 2nd RI,
and Sherburne’s battalion were all merged into one regiment
called the 1st Rhode Island. Christopher Greene maintained
command, with subordinates Jeremiah Olney and Ebenezer Flagg.
Sherburne, Isreal Angell and Ward were all forced to retire. The
merger took place at West Point. Although authorized for 650
men, the actual strength was about 450 men. In May of 1781 the
1st RI was stationed along the Croton River, north of Manhattan.
On the 14th, a raiding party of Delancey’s refugees surprised
the Rhode Islanders at two points. To make the story shorter,
Christopher Greene and Flagg were killed. Lt. Colonel Jeremiah
Olney assumed command. Coggeshall Olney and John Dexter were
promoted to major and made his subordinates. Though the official
designation was still the 1st RI, it became known as Olney’s
battalion. The 1st RI was one of the first to head south to
Yorktown. It was brigaded with New Jersey troops under Colonel
Dayton, and placed in Lincoln’s division. Stephen Olney’s light
infantry detached from the regiment and were given to
Lafayette’s Division of Light Infantry. In February of 1782, the
regiment numbered 31 officers and 413 men. The regiment was
disbanded in November 1783 when Congress decided to consolidate
all regiments with less than 500 men and the state refused to
spend additional recruiting money. 

Major General John Sullivan reporting upon the Battle of Rhode
Island shortly after its conclusion, specifically commended the
portion of the Continental line which included the First Rhode
Island Regiment as: “entitled to a proper share of the day’s
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honors.” The ability of this portion of the line to hold fast
was crucial to the successful retreat of Continental forces from
Newport to the mainland. The failure of the storm-damaged ships
carrying French reinforcements to arrive by sea led to a
concentrated British attempt to destroy the six battalions
commanded by Sullivan. The success of Sullivan’s strategic
retreat was evident in the low casualty rate and the
preservation of equipment despite the aggressive charges made
by British regulars and Hessian forces. The British specifically
expected to breach the Continental line where the inexperienced
Rhode Island soldiers were stationed. Recently recruited and
trained, Newport was the first campaign for the unit in late
August of 1778. In spite of several charges by seasoned British
forces, the regiment tenaciously held position and inflicted
heavy casualties upon the British. 

While the First Rhode Island’s acknowledged courage in battle
was central to the days events, the composition and origins of
the regiment are of special interest. The First Rhode Island
Regiment in August of 1778 was a nearly all-black unit made up
largely of recently freed slaves. Commended for valor by
commanders in its own day, and a frequent reference for
abolitionists in the nineteenth century for “deeds of desperate
valor,” the First Rhode Island has been largely forgotten in our
own. It is important, however, when considering the Revolution
to understand that men fought not only for the idea of political
liberty, but also for personal liberty. 

The American Revolution yields many examples of military service
by African American men on both sides of the conflict. While as
many as 10,000 were recruited, primarily in the South, by the
British promises of freedom in return for service, as least
5,000 black men served the American effort. Black men served in
the Continental Army in every enlisted position from infantryman
to cook.

Black sailors used their considerable experience at sea in the
Continental Navy as able seamen and pilots. Black soldiers were
present at the Battles of Lexington and Concord, Bunker Hill,
Valley Forge, Saratoga, and virtually every other battle of the
Revolutionary War. Individuals such as Salem Poor, Peter Salem,
and Crispus Attucks were commended for gallantry or died in
defense of the Patriot cause. A Hessian officer wrote in 1777
of the American army that “no regiment is to be seen in which
there are not Negroes in abundance; and among them there are
able bodied, strong and brave fellows.” 

Commanded by Colonel Christopher Greene, the regiment at the
time of the Battle of Rhode Island was as close to a “segregated”
unit as it would ever be. Recruited to meet the quota of the
Continental Congress for two regiments from the state to augment
the Continental line, initial recruitment efforts were
concentrated upon enrolling slaves. The regiment, however, was
never entirely composed of former slaves or even African-
Americans. White men, free blacks, and a few Narragansett
Indians were present from the beginning. Over time, the unit
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resembled most of the Continental forces with a mix of whatever
recruits could be found. That the majority of the men in this
regiment were African American through most of the war was due
to the terms of enlistment for former slaves. 

Policy regarding African American military service
(particularly that of slaves) from the colonial period through
the Revolution shifted from philosophical opposition to
practical acceptance in times of need. Between 1775 and 1778
policy changed from formal exclusion of any black man to
acceptance of those free men already under arms to active
recruitment not only of free black men but slaves. Catalysts for
this change were the British offer of freedom in exchange for
service and the desperate conditions of the Continental Army. 

As General George Washington (at the insistence of both his
generals and members of Congress) issued an order barring black
enlistment in the Continental Army in November of 1775, Lord
Dunmore, the British royal governor of Virginia, issued a
proclamation offering freedom in exchange for service to
indentured servants and slaves. The promise of freedom was
effective and the response swift. Within a month of the offer
at least 300 enrolled. Many came hundreds of miles on the
strength of a rumor of the proclamation. Washington, fearing
that the discharged free blacks from the Continental Army would
join the Loyalist forces, urged the reenlistment of the free
African American men currently serving in the Army. Others, like
Alexander Hamilton and General Nathanael Greene, supported the
idea of slave enlistment believing that the promise of freedom
in exchange for service would draw recruits and ensure their
loyalty. By the winter of 1776, Washington was urging the
Continental Congress to enroll free blacks under the new quotas
they were setting for the states. 

The winter of 1777-1778 saw the Continental Army in winter
quarters at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Conditions and prospects
for the Americans were bleak. The British occupied major cities,
including nearby Philadelphia, and supplies and morale were low.
States were having problems raising the quotas of men set by the
Congress in 1776. Rhode Island, ordered to supply two of the
desired eighty-eight battalions, faced its own defense problems
with the occupation of the capital at Newport. The economy,
largely supported by the slave trade, shipping, and agriculture
was close to collapse from blockade and occupation. All
available men were involved in the defense of the rest of the
state from British advancement. The recruitment of slaves was
the only option, in the view of General James Varnum, for raising
any Rhode Island men for the Continental line.

Varnum urged Washington to merge the remnants of Rhode Island
two battalions and send the officers of the second to Rhode
Island to recruit slaves. Colonel Christopher Greene, Lt.
Colonel Jeremiah Olney and Major Samuel Ward were assigned to
the duty. Washington wrote to Rhode Island governor Nicholas
Cooke requesting assistance for the men. The speed in which this
transaction –from Varnum’s initial letter to Washington on the
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subject in January of 1778 until legislation passed the Rhode
Island General Assembly in February– reflected the dire local
and national situation. By February 23, 1778, Cooke notified
Washington that the legislature had approved the plan. The
General Assembly decreed that the individual slave enrolled in
the regiment would “upon his passing muster, he is absolutely
made free, and entitled to all the wages, bounties, and
encouragements given by Congress to any soldier enlisting.” 

The Rhode Island General Assembly permitted “every able-bodied
Negro, Mulatto or Indian man slave” to enlist in either of the
two state regiments. The legislature, full of men connected to
Rhode Island’s extensive slave trade, provided state support for
any former slaves who became sick or injured during their
service. This was an alteration of the statutes which fixed
responsibility for support on the owner of freed slaves who
might otherwise be manumitted when sick or aged. The legislature
also provided for compensation to the slave owners of up to
$400.00 in Continental currency. The slaves, then, would be
purchased by the state and, contingent upon service in the army
for the duration of the war or until properly discharged, freed. 

The legislation did not, however, pass without some contention
despite the concessions made to slave interests and the military
situation facing the state and the nation. Pro-enlistment
advocates used classical examples of liberty in exchange for
military service by slaves. The opposition came from General
Assembly members most involved with the slave trade. They argued
that enlistment would lead to insurrection and unrest among
those still in bondage lead by slaves armed for the war.
Additionally, they insisted that slave service was inconsistent
with the rhetoric and principles for which the war was being
fought. Those opposed to the general enlistment scheme managed
to pass legislation in May that would terminate the experiment
on June 10, 1778. But, as records show, slave enlistment
continued without pause in Rhode Island. 

Within a week of the opening of recruitment three men had been
enrolled and large numbers attempted to join. Most of those who
are identified in the records by geographic designation came,
as would be expected, from the southern counties of the state
where by far the most slaves were held. A few, like Pero Mowey
of Smithfield and Primus Brown of Johnston, came from small
farming towns in the northern part of the state. As potential
soldiers gathered at the recruitment centers in large numbers,
local white men attempted to dissuade enlistment. They exhorted
the slaves not to enlist as the Continental Army intended to use
them in the most vulnerable and dangerous advance positions and
that, if captured, the men faced the sure fate of being sold
into slavery in the Caribbean. 

Approximately 250 men ignored the advice of the agitators,
passed the enrollment committee and joined the First Rhode
Island Regiment. Like other African American recruits they saw
service as enlisted men. In the state militias and the
Continental Army, black enlisted men were often assigned
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positions related to personal service for officers or as
foragers, cooks, and waiters. The predominance of black men in
the Rhode Island unit, however, provided additional
opportunities for service in other specialties such as infantry
positions. The contingent nature of their service also
undoubtedly contributed to the comparatively low rates of
“unofficial absences” or outright desertions found among their
white fellow enlistees. Other factors such as familiarity with
rough conditions and the lack of some of the most common reasons
for white desertion such as concern for the welfare of a family,
farm, or business undoubtedly played a role. But, the reward of
personal liberty for service undoubtedly was the primary factor.
The white soldier enlisted usually for a short tour of duty
(often only three months) and faced unfamiliar temporary
restrictions on his personal liberty and separation from his
community. The former slave soldier, familiar with restrictions
on his liberty, faced his service with the promise of an ultimate
and unfamiliar permanent freedom. 

The First Rhode Island was commanded by the men sent by
Washington to recruit them. Colonel Christopher Greene commanded
the unit from its formation in 1778 until his death at Points
Bridge in 1781 when the command was assumed by Lt. Colonel
Jeremiah Olney. In all, the unit saw five years of service and
was a part of the Continental line at the battles which included
Fort Oswego, Saratoga, Red Bank, and Yorktown. The regiment was
an active part of the American effort, and in the Battle of Rhode
Island and at Points Bridge, they were particularly noticed for
their effectiveness in the field. 

Like white enlisted men, the black soldiers of the First Rhode
Island Regiment who were demobilized at Saratoga in June of 1783
were left to find their own way home as best they could. Their
commander, Lt. Colonel Olney left them with an address full of
praise for their “valor and good conduct” and regret that men
for whom he felt “the most affectionate regard and esteem”
should be left with pay owed to them. Olney pledged to them his
continued “interest in their favor.” There is evidence that
Olney was true to his word. He assisted men who fought attempts
to re-enslave them and wrote in support of claims for pensions
from the government or wages owed from the state. Each American
soldier who left the army at Saratoga that day did so with the
knowledge that he was a citizen of a free country. For many of
the men of the First Rhode Island Regiment freedom had not only
political meaning, but personal meaning as well.
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Although, as I pointed out above, the Marquis de Lafayette would describe the general engagement of this day 
as the “best fought action of the war,” the inscription on this pewter medallion covering the events of August 
1778 in the Narragansett Bay of “ROHDE YLAND” depict the “AMERICAANE” soldiers as “D’vlugtende” 
or running away from British naval forces:
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27th, 5th day, 9th Month: “The Friends appointed to treat with Artemis Smith reported that his embarrassment still 
continued, which was that the said Fish was sometime past appointed Collector of a Tax for the support of war 
by the Town of Portsmouth, a part of which he collected, but being uneasy therewith refuseth to collect the 
remaining part. Said matter is referred to next Monthly Meeting under the care of the Friends before 
appointed, who are directed to make a narrow inspection into the nature and circumstances of said affair and 
report accordingly.”

Rhode Island’s black military unit was disbanded in Saratoga NY, without pay, and its soldiers were abandoned to find their own way home.21

1781

1783

21. A monument to these 138 loyal troops has been positioned at the junction of Route 114 with Route 24 in Portsmouth, which is 
on Quaker Hill or Butts Hill, the site of the Battle of Rhode Island.

RHODE ISLAND
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The “Meeting for Sufferings” committee of the New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, with Friend Moses Brown acting as clerk of that committee, noted that £134 was lying around in their 
education kitty and decided to bite the bullet and create a Yearly Meeting School. They considered Providence, 
Portsmouth, and East Greenwich in Rhode Island, and Lynn in Massachusetts, and settled on Portsmouth 
because they were offered the use of a room in the local Friends meetinghouse together with the rental income 
from a number of house lots that Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting owned in Newport. Friend Isaac Lawton 
there could be the schoolmaster at an annual salary of £75, and local families were volunteering to provide 
room and board for as many as 30 young scholars.

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island provided half the funds for a “compleat Philosophical Apparatus 
and Library” of science at the College of Rhode Island — clearly they were able to take a “philosophical” 
pecunia-non-olet attitude, at the time, toward the fact that such moneys arose at least in part from the 
international vending of human beings, both between Africa and America (the international trade in new 
slaves) and from region to region along the American coast (local resale of used slaves).
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Here is an example of the local resale of used slaves mentioned above (something that we seldom take into 
consideration when thinking about these issues), a local resale practice that would be allowed to continue 
unimpeded even after the “international slave trade” and its dread Middle Passage had been benevolently 
interdicted. In this year, a white widow of Warren, Rhode Island, Roby Luther Whitting, was having 
difficulties with her slave lad Fantee. She had leased her property to Edward Jones of Providence on May 22, 
1782 to be used for a period of one year, but Jones had been dissatisfied with Fantee’s labor and also 
dissatisfied with Fantee’s general attitude. In a letter to the widow on January 17, 1783 he asked to be paid 
damages, alleging that the boy had been guilty of “every vice under the sun,” vices unspecified. In this 
situation, Fantee escaped, was recaptured and imprisoned, and was then returned in disgrace in irons to the 
widow in Warren. The slavemistress, at her wit’s end, on February 6, 1783 entrusted her black, “about Eighteen 
or Twenty Years Old a Healthy Active Lad,” to Isaac Gorham of the Patty to be sold in the West Indies, to be 
taught a lesson he wouldn’t forget by being gradually worked to death in the cane fields. (On the voyage 
thither, Captain Gorham’s sloop would be intercepted by a British warship and lucky Fantee would find 
himself confiscated as contraband.)

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

19th, 3rd Month: “Preparative Meeting of Portsmouth informed that Weston Hicks [a member of the Religious Society 
of Friends] appeared at a public Town Meeting and there advised the people not to let any refugee Tory or 
anyone that had been friendly to the British Army while they were in Rhode Island [on Aquidneck Island] have 
any vote or be chosen into any office in the Town [Portsmouth, Rhode Island], which appearing to us to create 
strife and animosity and being inconsistent with our religious principles and very unbecoming to a professor 
thereof, whereupon a committee was appointed to labour with him and bring him to a sense of his misconduct, 
and for his neglect of attendance of our religious meetings.”

Beginning of the New England Yearly Meeting boarding school at Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The committee 
that ran this school was made up of two members from each monthly meeting. Classes were held in a small 
upper room at the Portsmouth Meetinghouse and the students boarded among the families of local Friends.22 
The master of the school was Isaac Lawton, who had been Clerk of the New England Yearly Meeting. Among 
the initial crop of 30 students were:

• Obadiah Brown, a son of Moses Brown

1784

22. The Quaker school accepted non-Quaker children, so long as they would continue to abide by the Quaker rules.

QUAKER DISOWNMENT
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• Jonathan Lapham of Smithfield Monthly Meeting
• Abraham Borden of South Kingstown Monthly Meeting23

23. This effort would endure for four years, until 1788. After a hiatus of two decades, in 1808, Friend Moses Brown would revive 
this school board, and after more than another decade of planning, the school would begin anew in 1819, this time atop College Hill 
in Providence.)
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This school would be discontinued due to cash flow problems after but four years of operation, in 1788, and 
would for decades exist only as a concept in a storage box. However, this original attempt in 1784 in 
Portsmouth would enable the present school to utilize the numerals “1784” on its logo, as a sort of slogan (you 
see, they’re not really saying that their school began in the Year of Our Lord 1784 — they are merely reciting 
these four digits, in the same way that their present sports audiences recite their sports slogan “Go Quakes!” 
without actually making any reference to the Religious Society of Friends). You will notice that they are also 
superimposing these four anonymous digits on a sketch of a building that would be constructed not in 1784 
but some 35 years later, in 1819, and not in Portsmouth but in Providence after they had been out of existence 
for several decades except as a nice concept:

(Of course, it would be arguably more honest for them to be using the numerals “1819” on their logo — but 
as we all are aware, an excess of honesty is not always a winning policy. Go Quakes!)

November 1, Monday: A set of rules and regulations was adopted by the Yearly Meeting School of the Religious 
Society of Friends in the upper room of the meetinghouse in Portsmouth, Rhode Island:

The following rules and regulations were agreed on for the
Government of the Yearly Meeting’s School viz—

First,-That the Scholars carefully observe to be at School
at the appointed times-That none presume to absent themselves
without leave of the person under whose care they are, and that
manifested to the Master.—

Second,-That they be always silent at their studies, so that
their voices be not heard unless when saying their lessons, or
speaking to their Master—

To hold no discourse with their School-fellows during the
time of study, unless to ask something relating to their
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learning, and then in a low voice, and to avoid gazing about,
moving from place to place or too frequent going out.—

Third,-That strict obedience be paid the Monitors in
discharge of their Office, and that none shall take the liberty
to enter into any dispute with them; but those who may after
deliberate consideration, think themselves aggrieved, may make
their complaint to the Master, and if he does not redress them,
or if they have any cause of complaint against the Master, they
may lay the same before one or more of the School-Committee, who
shall take notice thereof at their next Meeting to reconcile and
redress the same.

Fourth,-That in going to and from School every one behave
with decency and sobriety, without giving the least cause of
offense to any.—

Fifth,-That in all their conversation whether in or out of
School they use the plain scripture language of the singular
number to one person, and be careful to place the words thou and
thee in their proper places, and to call the days of the Week
and Months of the Year in their numerical Order, and each other
by their proper names according to the practice of the Apostles,
avoiding all other names, terms of reproach, and every other
rude or uncivil expression.—

Sixth,-That in hours of leisure they observe modesty and
Sobriety, using such exercise of body only as may preserve their
minds in sweetness to each other, that friendship and harmony
may dwell among them, and they thereby learn to prefer and love
each other’s company in preference to that of any rude wicked
children, whom they are strictly enjoined not to associate
with.—

Seventh,-Never tell a lie, or use artful evasions, nor wrong
any person by word or deed, Swear not at all, nor use the name
of God irreverently or in vain, Mock not the aged, the lame,
deformed or insane, or any other person; Throw no sticks,
stones, dirt, snow-balls or any other thing at any person; nor
wantonly or unnecessarily at any creature, revile no person, nor
utter any indecent expression; never return any injury or
affront, but forgive agreeable to the declaration given us of
our Lord. Matthew, Chapt. 6th. verse 14 15, for if ye forgive
men their tresspasses, your heavenly father will also forgive
you, but if ye forgive not men their Tresspasses neither will
your heavenly father forgive your tresspasses, and in all things
to the best of their power behave in a modest and civil manner
to all.

Eighth,-When meetings are held on any other than first days
the Scholars are to go to School prepared to attend them with
decency and Sobriety.

Ninth,-And inasmuch as the best rules avail not unless they
are put in practice, frequent enquiry should be made by the
Master whether they are punctually observed in his absence, and
when any neglect appears, it should not pass without notice and
reproof or correction if necessary, and where any complaint or
difference arise, the ground and justice of such complaint or
difference should be enquired into, when the Master should take
the opportunity to recommend and inculcate the great duty of
doing to each other what they would have done to than: And when
any Scholar makes complaint of a School-mate, neither those
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complained of nor any other should be permitted to reproach the
complainants for their care to preserve good order; but care
should be used to check such as take pleasure in tattling and
tale-bearing both in and out of School.- The Master is desired
to be at the School-house some time before the School hours as
often as he conveniently can, that thereby the Scholars may be
preserved from irregularity; and good order encouraged that so
it may become habitual.

Tenth,-That he strictly enjoin the Scholars to be diligent
to their several studies and application to their Books that
their proficiency may be to each an Ornament, which alone can
be acquired by attention and diligence.

Let the Scholars know they must be careful to attend
Meetings, on first days, as well as other Meeting days, unless
sickness or unavoidable necessity prevents; and if any fails in
this duty, let enquiry be immediately made for the cause, and
every necessary method used to detect and discountenance every
inclination to screen and hide their misconduct in this way or
any other instance by that mean and scandalous practice of
equivocating and lying; vices which they should know are
detestable in the sight of their almighty creator and of good
men and worthy of correction; while candor, openness and
integrity are praise worthy and should be encouraged that they
may be truly virtuous.

And above all, let frequent opportunity be taken and every
occasion employed to inculcate in their minds the necessity and
advantage to themselves, both present and future, of strictly
observing every moral and Christian duty and let any breach
there of be more frequently reproved than any other neglect.-
And although the scriptures of truth are the principal Books to
be read in the School, being as saith the Apostle, able to make
us wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus; and are
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect
throughly furnished unto all good works 2nd Tim. Chap. 3rd. Ver.
15, 16, 17th.

Nevertheless there are other Books which may be useful and
the Master may occasionally direct such parts of William Penn’s
no Cross no Crown; and reflections and Maxims; Robert Barclay’s
Apology and Catechism, and Piety promoted with such other Books,
Epistles and Letters as the School Committee and he may think
best-And as it is necessary that the Master have the government
of his Scholars, in order to their being well-educated; he is
to keep a strict tho’ not passionate discipline according to the
foregoing Rules, and it is expected all persons who send their
Children will be resigned to his government Accordingly.—

Eleventh. The School hours be from the 9th hour to the
twelfth, and from half after One to half past four till the first
of the fourth Month next the time for the other part of the Year
to be hereafter concluded on.—

Twelfth. And that the Master previous to his dismissing the
Scholars, direct their Books and studies to be laid aside and
their attention to be retired from them, In a pause for inward
recollection as well as outward retirement; And then dismiss
them not all at once, but gradually and quietly in such divisions
as he may think most conducive to the reputation of the School,
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and advantage of the Scholars.

The New England Yearly Meeting boarding school that Friend Moses Brown had established in Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island in 1784 at this point was discontinued due to cash flow problems (although the rents from Point 
Estates in Newport had been promised as tuition, due to the general economic distress in New England during 
this year the renters there had fallen behind in their monthly payments).24

1788

24. After a hiatus of two decades, in 1808, Friend Moses would revive this school board, and after more than another decade of 
planning, the school would begin anew in 1819, this time atop College Hill in Providence.

MOSES BROWN SCHOOL

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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After the Quaker school in the upstairs room of the meetinghouse in Portsmouth, Rhode Island had been closed 
for some two years because of the failure of the lot renters in Newport to keep up their rents, the Newport 
monthly meeting made official inquiry to the Meeting for Sufferings as to whether the school would ever be 
opened again, and if not, what was going to happen to these rent moneys if they accumulated. They requested 
“a reconveyance” in which the title to this property would revert to them. This reconveyance was made, and 
to top up the amount, the Meeting for Sufferings added “a reimbursement for sundry expenses in preparing a 
part of the Portsmouth meeting-house for the use of the school in 1784.”

The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends nevertheless minuted that despite the 
release of the scholars of the Yearly Meeting School for a vacation of “one year or longer” due to shortage of 
funds, the school fund “should not be diverted to any other purpose.” Friends who had subscribed to support 
this fund might therefore continue to do so “in perfect freedom,” aware that their contributions would be 
diverted to no purpose other than Quaker education. The Meeting for Sufferings was to reopen this school as 
soon as the general financial situation had sufficiently improved.

1790
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 February 15, Saturday: By means of a document remarkable for the freedom of its spelling, a Slave mulatte 
Man Named Jerimiah or Jeremiah Eafton was as of this day manumitted & Set Free of & from all bondage 
Servitude & Slavery whatsoever, in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, by the Yeoman Nicholas Eafton as duly 
witnessed by Benjamin Mott and David Buffum. The document, folded twice from top to bottom, appears to 
be sealed by means of Yeoman Easton’s thumbprint or fingerprint:25

 October 28, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

28th of 10th M 1803      Yesterday was M Meeting at Portsmouth. 
I wished to attend but several inward & outward discouragements 
prevented my going. ___ I understood our friend E. Thornton was 
there, & largely concerned in publick Testimony to the 
edifycation & comfort of many present.
Tho’ deprived of any refreshment from the above mentioned 
shower, yet I was favored to keep my mind on the good ground, & 
may add that divine favor is not confined to any spot, but when 
rightly sought after it will in due time rise for our comfort, 
& we shall not be left destitute. Let our lots be cast as they 
may __ Under a sense of this I desire to feel thankful & render 

1800

25. It is said that this manumission document in the collection of the Rhode Island Black Heritage Society is an especially significant 
one in that it dates to 1824, “sixteen years after the Gradual Emancipation Act.” If it did date to 1824, it would indeed be of that 
significance, but it does not date to 1824. It dates to February 15, 1800, well before the Gradual Emancipation Act. The “Twenty 
Forth” in the document does not refer to the Gregorian year, but to the fact that 24 years had elapsed since the colonies, in 1776, 
declared their freedom from England.

1803

gÉ tÄÄ cxÉÑÄx àÉ ã{ÉÅ à{xáx ÑÜxáxÇàá f{tÄÄ vÉÅx
\ a|v{ÉÄtá XtyàÉÇ Éy cÉÜàáÅÉâà{ |Ç à{x VÉâÇàç
Éy axãÑÉÜà |Ç à{x fàtàx Éy e{Éwx\áÄtÇw9vlxÉÅtÇ
fxÇwá zÜxxà|Çz ^ÇÉã çx g{tà \ à{x áwA a|v{ÉÄtá wÉ
`tÇâÅ|à9fxàYÜxx t ÅâÄtààx [sic]`tÇatÅxw]xÜ|Å|t{
XtyàÉÇ ã{É |á Åç fÄtäx? Éy 9 yÜÉÅ tÄÄ uÉÇwtzx fxÜ@
@ä|àâwx 9 fÄtäxÜç ã{tàáÉxäxÜ 9 \ à{x áwA a|v{ÉÄtá
yÉÜ Åç áxÄy Åç {x|Üá XåxvâàxÜá [sic] ÉÜ twÅ|Ç|áàÜtàÉÜá
wÉ {xÜxuç yÉÜxäxÜ xÇÉâÇvx [sic]9W|yvÄtÅx [sic]tÄÄ ÑÜÉÑ|àç [sic]
|Ç9 Ü|z{à àÉ àÉ [sic] à{x ÑxÜáÉÇ _tuÉâÜ9 fxÜä|vx Éy à{x
áwA ]xÜxÅ|t{ {xÜxuç wxvÄtÜx|Çz {|Å àÉ ux yÉÜxäxÜ
t yÜxx ÅtÇ? |Ç j|àÇxyá j{xÜxÉy \ à{x áwA a|v{ÉÄtá
wÉ {xÜxâÇàÉfxà Åç {tÇw9fxtÄ tàcÉÜàáÅÉâà{ à{|áDHà{ wtç
Éy YxuÜâtÜç ÉÇx à{ÉâátÇw X|z{à {âÇwÜxw 9 à{x gãxÇàç
YÉÜà{ [sic]Éy à{x\ÇwxÑxÇwtÇvx [sic] ÉyTÅtÜ|vt [sic] a|v{ÉÄtá XtyàÉÇ ((mark))ã|àÇxyá UxÇ}ÇA `Éàà

Wtä|w UâyyâÅ
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praise where it is alone due

 December 15, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

15th of 12th M, 5th of the week / To my mind our meeting was a 
good time.
Hannah Dennis wife of Jona Dennis & daughter of the late Saampson 
Sherman [see letters and testimonials] appeared in the 
testimony nearly in these words, (tho I think she expressed a 
few words more which I dont recollect) “He that will some may 
come & drink of the waters of life freely” —— It is something 
remarkable that a few weeks before & since the Decease of our 
beloved friend & faithful Minister Isaac Lawton which is all 
within two years, there has been five appearances in the 
Ministry, all for which I know have been to the satisfaction of 
friends ——so we may see that the Great Head of the Church designs 
no loss to be sustained by the removal of the ancients, if there 
is but a disposition among the people, willingly to submit to 
his government. The names of the friends who have appeared in 
the ministry are as follows
Susanna Barker of Tiverton, Holder Almy, Abigail Sherman and 
Sarah Fish of Portsmouth & Hannah Dennis of Newport

 December 30, Friday: Sindhia Maratha of Gwalior submitted to British rule.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

30th of 12 M 1803 / This day brings me 22 years of Age & instead 
of being a day of rejoicing, as some make it at this time, it 
is quite otherways, for I feel nothing but Poverty in purse & 
Spirit weakness langor & inability which is the result of 
unfaithfulness in divers duties which I ought to perform.
It is also M Meeting week. I went to Portsmouth over night & 
lodged at Cousin L Chases; and the next day went to Meeting which 
was to me a pretty solid time. John Chase of Swanzey was there 
& bore testimony among us & affectionately addressed the Youth, 
——we set til quite late in the last Meeting, but were favored 
to keep very patient —— And Ah Alass for me I was much tried 
with an apprehension that it was my Duty to have spoken to 
business more than once, but fearing the people as Saul did, 
like him now feel the effect of disobedience, “to withhold more 
than meet tends to poverty” also to exceed the line of our 
mission tends to poverty & and to do exactly right, it is 
requisite to dwell deep in the Spirit. 
Therefore as I said it is not a time of rejoicing, but rather a 
time of heaviness & trembling.
I at this time feel more than I am able to express in words or 
writing, May the Great God who I wish to Serve be with me & give 
me of his good Spirit, that By & thro’ him I may be enabled to 
serve him with acceptance & gloryyfy his name on earth, that 
when I am to quit this tabernacle of Clay my account may be 
rendered with joy & not the horror of a Misspent life
[a line blacked out]
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 February 5, Sunday: George Petrovic became Prince of Serbia.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th of 2nd M 1804 / seventh day evening
Went to Portsmouth & lodged at Benjamin [?] L. Chases next day 
went to Meeting Sarah Fish spoke a few words, which I believe 
was to satisfaction after Meeting returned & took dinner, then 
went Cousin Alice Gould & took tea then to Sam Thurstons & spent 
the remaining part of the evening in company with David Buffum, 
in innocent and instructing conversation.
 —————————————————————————————

 May 5, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th of 5th M 1804 seventh day I think this afternon of going to 
Portsmouth to see my relations & friends there & be at Meeting 
with them tomorrow. & it has become my desire, that it may be 
to me a profittable instructive visit.

First day afternoon returned from Portsmouth. And I may say it 
was such a time as I never experienced before, the first place 
I went to was my cousin Shadrack Chases, there I lodged & the 
next morning went to his brother Johns & took breakfast, & a 
little before Meeting went to the Mansion of our Deceased, & my 
truly beloved friend Isaac Lawton, & spent a little time with 
his son Peter & went with him to Meeting where Holder Almy 
preached, I believe to edification I returned to S Chases & took 
dinner
When I commenced this account I had it in prospect to say 
considerable of what I felt both in meeting & out of it, but on 
further thought think best to say but little — only that it was 
a time which I desire may not be forgotten, but be of lasting 
duration in my mind, this is my secret prayer at this Season as 
it was very instructive —
On my way I took tea at Cousin Goulds, & reached home about half 
past eight OClock in the evening

————————————————————————————

 June 8, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

8th of 6th M 1804/ Much engaged in outward business through the 
day, & the all important business of our lives has been but 
little attended to. The spring of life has been low, but may it 
rise again & quicken my spirit to vigilance & a deep concern to 
labor for that substance which endureth forever, that so the end 
of my creation may be answered which is all things to Glorify 
the Creator -

1804

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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I have heard from the Meeting at Portsmouth appointed this day 
by our friend Nathan Hunt, it was thought to be iminently favord 
& highly so in testimony, the Meeting concluded after a prayer 
by E Coggeshall

———————————————————————————————————————————

 June 9, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

An account of the Yearly Meeting which commenced at Portsmouth 
for Ministers and Elders on seventh day the 9th of 6th Mo 1804 
& at Newport & Portsmouth on first day the 10 of said M for 
Publick Worship - The following sketch is as I wrote it in a 
letter to my friend Thos Anthony of North Providence
I now attempt under much inconvenience to give thee some account 
of our Meeting Yesterday which was first day. It was large, & 
favord with the overflowings of divine love, shed-abroad among 
the Inhabitants of this highly favord town who have long been 
resisting the many lines & precepts which they have received 
from faithful Gospel Ministers, & the Great Ministers of the 
Sancturary, who hath not been wanting to replenish our hearts 
with the everlasting day-spring from his Throne on High: but I 
may tell thee that at this meeting unusual impressions were 
observed in the countenances of many. & there is some reason to 
hope that they may prove lasting to some Minds —The testimonies 
in the Morning were as follows A few words by Sarah House, a 
living prayer by Amos Davis, a short but lively testimony by E. 
[Elisha?] Thornton, & a very extensive & powerful one by Nathan 
Hunt — In the Afternoon Eliz Coggershall & Ann Alexander very 
livingly, then Nathan Hunt, then a prayer by a woman in the 
little Meeting house, which I could not hear so as to distinguish 
the words, nor do I know who she was, then John Winslow thought 
it best for him to set his seal to what had been said, so the 
Meeting concluded with a few words by N Hunt - These meetings 
were remarkably still, except one man in the afternoon was taken 
in a fit in the Upper Gallery, and a woman fainted away. Getting 
the man from so inconvenient place made more stir than could be 
wished, but upon the whole it was a very favord time, the people 
were very civil, & much satisfied with Nathan & Ann, but E. 
Coggeshall delivered a pretty close message to those who were 
running after heirling priests, which did not please their 
pallates as they would wish - [It seems as though these were 
open to the public]

 June 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th day 26th of 6 M 1804 / I am just going to Portsmouth to 
attend the M Meeting A from a variety of circumstances feel very 
great discoragement about it - but if it does but prove a time 
of religious improvement I hope to be thankful as it is my lot 
to be so poor & lean of late that the least gleam of the fathers 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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countenance seems very precious -
Returned from Meeting & a very sweet refreshing time it was we 
had three good testimonies in the first meeting. Holder Almy was 
concerned for himself & all present that we might center down 
deep in the spirit of our minds & perform acceptable Worship 
unto the Lord -
Ruth Davis then spoke to a state that she apprehended was present 
Whom the Lord was about to lay his hand heavily upon for Sin 
& admonished them to cease to do Evil & learn to do well —
Obadiah Davis was then concerned to address the Youth in a sweet 
& moving Manner - directing us to the Wonderful counselor the 
everlasting father & prince of peace, in all our movements in 
life. He observed that by propperly adverting to him we should 
be able to make strait steps & not be liable to err. With much 
more good & wholsom advice which I humbly hope may prove lasting 
with me
The business in the last was transacted in love & condescention-

 July 30, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

30 of 7 mo 1804 Yesterday which was first day I took Chaise with 
my friend Isaac Austin & rode to Portsmouth. I took breakfast 
at John Borden’s & Isaac staid at his Uncle Preserved Fishs where 
we left the Chaise after breakfast we walked to Howlands ferry 
& crossed over to Tiverton, where I went to Meeting & Isaac went 
to Little Compton — Now while I was riding on the Island a Living 
concern arose in my mind, to mind my own proper business, & when 
I arrived at Tiverton I had it to remember as I met with such a 
season, as I never experienced before, about which I believe it 
best to insert but little except that never was my mind so humbly 
bowed under my exercise as under this. which I am inclind to 
think will not soon be erased from my memory — I went from the 
ferry to the Meeting house, & as it was not Meeting time I went 
in & viewed it as I was never there before here my exercise 
befell me which was so great that when I got up to Thos Barkers 
I was not able to converse freely with them, every word was 
painful, after going to Thos Barkers & sitting a little while 
before meeting we returned & held meeting & had a pretty good 
time I took dinner at Thos Barkers & staid till three oclock 
then came over the ferry, took tea at J Bordens & then Isaac & 
I rode pleasantly home, & I was favord to feel an evidence in 
my mind that my visit was a good one, & performed in the right 
time.

——————————————————————————————

 August 8, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

8 of 8 Mo / This afternoon if the weather permits I propose to 
walk to Portsmouth and attend our Quarterly Meeting tomorow & 
think I may say, my desires are that it may prove a season of 
proffit -
Accordingly I have been to Portsmouth lodged at Le Chases & in 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 83

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

the Morning walk to the Meeting house, where I saw some of my 
intimate friends from the neighboring Mo Meeting & in particular 
ny valued friend Thos Howland & correspondent Thos Anthony.- The 
first meeting was favored, tho we set a considerable time before 
the way opened for communication Holden Almy was first in 
testimony the next Mary Mitchell — short sweet and lively. Then 
Abigail Robinson spoke very lengthy & excellently. here I 
thought the Meeting was well left, but a friend rose & in my 
opinion hurt the weight of the Meeting, tho what she said was 
short. - so the Meeting concluded having set two Hours.
Business in the last laboured in some instances very much, yet 
we got thro pretty well by keeping in the patience
Abigail Robinson & Lydia Wikes [Wilkes?] returned the 
certificate which they took from us in the 8th Mt last to perform 
a religious visit to friends in the Southern States, and gave 
some account of the deep trials & Baptisms which they met with 
in the corse of their Journey which had a very great affect upon 
the Meeting

——————————————————————————————

 August 29, Wednesday: Giovanni Paisiello left Paris for Naples (he would have left earlier but Napoléon had 
needed for him to compose a mass for the imperial coronation).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

29th of 8 M 1804 / Much weakness is the companion of my mind, & 
I believe it is permitted for a wise purpose. As of late it hath 
appeared to be my place to gird on the whole Armor of Streangth 
that I might withstand or rather beat down some false Ideas with 
which a beloved friend of mine has been grievously entangled by 
learning to his own understanding & not giving heed to the Spirit 
-
This weakness perhaps has now come upon me that I may learn, 
that streangth is not to be derived in our own time, nor by human 
assistance. but from the Almighty God who is the Fountain of 
wisdom & and Streangth 
I desire at times, that my mind may be kept low, that at now 
time it may be exalted above its measure, but at all times & on 
all occasions recur to him who is streangth in weakness, riches 
in poverty, & wisdom to the swimple - yea with my very soul at 
this time, may I bow in awful humility & reverential fear, before 
the Lord of heaven & Earth & remember that he is all sufficient 
& that my own endeavors are all vain without his gracious 
assistance —
Tomorrow is our M Meeting at Portsmouth, & I fear my weakness 
is so great that it will prevent my going but think if it was 
really required of me to go that I should be willing & resign 
my time & money which at times I am truly desirous not to hold 
in competition, beyond what truth dictates but a sacrifice of 
them is not the obstacle there are others of quite a different 
nature, which opperate as a discouragement —

————————
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 August 30, Thursday: The Meriwether Lewis and William Clark expedition held a friendly council with the 
Yankton Sioux. A Yankton oral tradition has it that a baby was born and Captain Lewis proceeded to wrap him 
in the US stars and stripes and declare him to be “an American.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5 day 30 of 8 M 1804 / M Meeting at Portsmouth & I not there. 
The whole of yesterday I was hesitating about going, & rather 
thought I might get there by some means or another.
And this morning rose with a similar prospect & entertained it 
till about nine OClock when a circumstance took place which 
render’d it very unfit for me to go — The case was, the Devil 
that old deceiver & destroyer of all true happiness took the 
advantage at an unadvised moment (when it would have been better 
for me to have labor’d for the assistance of the holy spirit) & 
over came me by Anger, for which I expect to suffer very deeply, 
& very necessary it is, that I should —
 ————————————————————
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 September: The College Corporation in Providence, Rhode Island had been advertising for some time that 
“any person giving to this Corporation the sum of Six thousand dollars, or good security therefore, before the 
next annual Commencement, shall have the honour of naming this University” — but there had been not a 
nibble. It was determined therefore that, since a chair in oratory had recently been endowed in the amount 
of $5,000 by alumnus Nicholas Brown, Jr., the College of Rhode Island was henceforth to be known as 

“Brown University in Providence in the State of Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations.” On the existing 
printed forms, such as receipts for student room rent, the words “R. Island College” were to be stricken out in 
pen with a double line, and the words “Brown University” neatly written in above.

There’s a story floating around, that Brown University is called Brown University because the Brown family 
donated the money to build the first of the dedicated college edifices. That this story is utterly false may be 
seen from the fact that by the point at which Nicholas Brown, Jr. gave the money to found a chair of oratory, 
that first dedicated college edifice had already been constructed — and had already been in use for more than 
a full generation of human life.

I found this on page 6 of a book by David Hinshaw titled HERBERT HOOVER: AMERICAN QUAKER, a book that is 
rather problematically titled since President Herbert Hoover, although his deceased mother had been a 
registered Quaker minister, was definitely not himself a Quaker — was arguably himself not even a religious 
man:26

A marked Quaker characteristic is an interest in education. This
has been made manifest in many ways. Ezra Cornell, the founder
of the university that bears his name, was a Quaker. So was Johns
Hopkins, and the Brown family of Providence, founders,
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respectively, of the universities which bear their names.

I don’t know whether anything in the above snippet from the book by David Hinshaw is accurate,27 but for 
certain sure, no member of the Brown family of Providence, Rhode Island associated with Brown University, 
which had begun as a Baptist college called Rhode Island College, was ever a Quaker. One of the famous 
Brown brothers, Moses Brown, did become a convinced Friend, but the benevolent activities of Moses were 
more associated with the Friends Yearly Meeting School of Portsmouth, later to be renamed Moses Brown 
School (after his demise), rather than being associated in any way, shape, or manner with this Rhode Island 
College that was becoming Brown University. The members of the Brown family who (in addition to their 
general philanthropic activities such as providing basic free transportation for people of color, from the coast 
of Africa to the ports of the New World) were associating with this Rhode Island College –such as the Nicholas 
Brown who donated $5,000 and (surprise!) got the college renamed in his honor as Brown University– were 

26. Bert Hoover did read the entire Bible prior to age 10, and would “affirm” rather than “swear” when he took the oath of office 
as President. He was, however, among other things, a racist who worried about the “Yellow Tide,” as well as being a man who didn’t 
pay his bar bills unless and until he absolutely had to. All politicians knowing how essential it is to posture religiously, a special 
Friends Meeting House had to be set up in Washington DC for him –a meeting which in fact had no affiliation whatever with any 
other Quaker group– and as President he did occasionally attend there for a photo opportunity. Hoover was, however, not 
particularly impressed with the Quaker peace testimony and eventually came to regard the Cold War between the US and the USSR 
as a religious struggle. In 1950 he would call on the God-fearing nations of the world to unite “against the tide of Red agnosticism 
... against the hideous ideas of the police state and human slavery.” He would never subject himself to a clearness committee, and 
he would never join, even at this Washington meeting which had been set up especially for his photo opportunities, a self-originating 
group which in fact lacked any affiliation to any other Friends anywhere.

27. Ezra Cornell did in fact in his late adulthood contribute to the endowment of Cornell University, and he had in fact started out 
as a birthright Quaker, but in his youth he had forsaken the Religious Society of Friends in order to marry with an Episcopalian girl 
— and it is clear that he never looked back. To say that he “was” a Quaker when he founded Cornell University, therefore, may in 
the most strict sense not be uttering a falsehood, but this would be to rely upon a Bill-Clintonian escape clause such as “It all depends 
upon what ‘was’ means.”

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

It all depends...
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from start to finish decidedly non-Quakerly. They were, indeed, regular Baptists, and descendants of the 
Reverend Chad Brown who came in at the 1st Baptist Church of Providence after the Reverend Roger 
Williams had decided not to participate, and of his grandson, the Reverend James Brown, also a pastor of that 
church.28

One of the problems of the historical profession is scholars like this David Hinshaw, who in a search for greater 
and greater fulsomeness simply make stuff up out of whole cloth, and, because their stuff is magnificently 
fulsome, of course are able to find publishers, and, because their stuff is magnificently fulsome, are of course 
able to find readers. (Let’s share this around: the publishers who are so greedy that they are willing to publish 
such crap are also to blame, and the readers who are so gullible that they are able to swallow such crap are also 
to blame.)

 December 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5 day Morn of 27 of 12 M 1804 / I am now going to attend our M 
Meeting at Portsmouth, under much weakness of mind. But Oh! may 
the father of mercies arise with his animating influence, that 
I may be favor’d to perform my duty acceptably in his sight. —
After much difficulty of travelling thro’ Snow & rain we reached 
the Meeting House -as the Stage went out late we did not get 
there till after the meeting had been gathered half an hour, & 
from the heavy rain, only in going from the Stage to the Meeting 
house I was wet nearly to my skin, but was soon dry and had a 
comfortable time. ——
In the last meeting business went on rather dull, there was as 
many as 7 or 8 young people either disowned or under dealings, 
which often caused these words to pass my mind “There is hardly 
living enough to bury the dead” I know not what we are coming 
to, it seems as if my hands are ready to hang down with fear, 
knowing my own deficiency & short comings, my little capacity 
to contribute for the rebuilding of Lions Walls, & to see so 
many unconcerned ones among us, hath often occasioned this 
passage of Scripture to pass my mind with feeling “By whom shall 
Jacob arise for he is small” indeed there is no way but by the 
Mighty power of Jacob’s Gods who, we may assuredly trust, will 
(on the grounds of our obedience) arise for our help, & the 

28. Visiting the Brown Mansion in Providence, I was shown a portrait of Mrs. Brown, attired in what was described as a cashmere 
shawl, and informed that although her husband was Baptist, she was a Quaker. I have not checked into this allegation, but I can 
assure you that it was a literal impossibility that in New England during the late 18th Century and the early 19th Century, a Quaker 
and a Baptist could be a married couple. Marrying outside the group meant immediate disownment. This was not merely a general 
rule, as I am aware of no single exception to it. Mrs. Brown simply could not have been married to Mr. Brown, and been a Quaker. 
No matter how wealthy the family, nothing remotely like this was ever tolerated.

Sorry, but this is not Quaker costume.
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advancement of his Borders.
Sollomon Boye’s of Portland & Eunice Willbor of this place 
received their Answer of clearness to proceed in Marriage 
engagement & the being so far from home at this inclement season 
of the Year, A Meeting was appointed to the usual hour. —Seventh 
day for them to consumate their Marriage. -
After meeting I travelled on foot with J Austin to Richard 
Mitchells facing an high wind, in & wet snow & mud sometimes 
half a leg deep, & took dinner.
The winds being so high & the travelling so bad that I really 
think I should have been sick, if D Buffum had not kindly offer’d 
us a ride home in his carriage which we accepted, & for which I 
desire to retain a sense of thankfulness, having had aboundant 
cause to rejoice that I took pains to get to the Meeting. —

—————————————————————————————————————

 April 25, Thursday: The French ambassador in Lisbon presented the Portuguese regent with a demand, that 
Portugal declare war on Great Britain.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5 day 25 of 4 M 1804 [sic] / Our Monthly Meeting was this day 
held at Portsmouth - I had a wish to attend [smudge, two 
words illegible] viewing the matter, thought my place was 
more at home than abroad at this time -
I have just been informed that they were favored with a good 
meeting In the first Abigail Robinson was extensively concerned 
in testimony, & in the last business was transacted to the 
comfort of some who attended

—————————————————————————

 June 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5 day 27 of 6 M 1805 / Rode in the Stage to Portsmouth & attended 
the MY Meeting stopt at Holder Almys, took some refreshment & 
walked to meeting, where in the first my mind was centered in 
solemn Silence, witnessing the renewal of covinant. I can say 
that at that time I felt my mind bound to the cause of truth — 
Oh saith all that remains within me — May the animating warmth 
of the everlasting truth so expand in my heart as to fit me for 
the Masters service in what ever Station he may see meet to place 
me even if it be but door keeper — & preserve me chast therein, 
with a willing heart to obey the divine requirings —
Abigail Robinson appeared in a sweet testimony part of which was 
peculiarly adapted to my state, & I was edifyed & instructed 
there from —

1805
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In the last meeting there was but little business, & what there 
was we were favord to transact in fellowship
It was a blessed opportunity with me & I feel cause of renewed 
thankfulness for my many favors received at the All bountiful 
hand — & humbled under a sense of my great unworthiness — After 
meeting walked in company with Rouse Taylor & John Rodman to 
Richard Mitchells, where we dined & spent part of the Afternoon 
with Jethro & his precious Wife — then went into Richards part 
of the house again, & took tea with the rest of the company, but 
the time was not spent so proffitably as at Jethros for their 
being much young company of us together we gave way to some light 
conversation which allways tends to destroy the inward Life —

—————————————————————
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 August 8, Friday: At a concert given by students of the Accademia Filarmonica of Bologna, Gioachino 

Rossini made his final appearance as a soprano.

An advertisement for pianos:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6 day 8 of 8 M / On forth day evening walked to Portsmouth to 
attend our Quarterly Meeting the next day. we said [stayed] 
that night at Z Chases, & in the morning went up to Holder Almy’s 
where we found a number of agreeable & valuable friends, from 
there we went to meeting which was a quiet favor’d one to me Our 
friend Elisha Thornton rose with these words “beautiful in 
prospect substancially comfortable in practice, & preeminently 
glorious in effect is a truly religious & pious life” & went on 
with much lively & pertinent matter. Stephen Buffington was also 
favor’d in his public appearance with something in the prophetic 
line. he said, he apprehended the time was approaching when the 
foundations of many present would be nearly tried.
The last meeting was much crowded with buisness, which kept us 
sitting till past 4 OClock, yet the meeting kept much in 

1806
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patience, & much condescention was manifest in conducting the 
concerns before us. John & I dined at Z Chases, & then walked 
home, I trust with no loss by our absence from our buisness & 
concerns at home

———————————————————————————————————

 August 29, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6 day 29 of 8 M / On fourth day evening J Rodman & I walked to 
Portsmouth to attend the MY Meeting to be held the next day, 
where my mind was mercifully covered with the Wing of Ancient 
goodness. in the first meeting Holder Almy & Abigail Roninson 
were much favor’d in testimony, & Holder & O Williams were very 
livly in their testimonial remarks on the buisness which came 
before us in the last which was much & several trying subjects. 
All appeared to be discussed with much condescention & I hope 
to the honor of the Good Cause.
I trust my mind is humbly thankful for the favor experienced at 
meeting yesterday, & hope what I gained may not soon be lost.

———————————————————————————————————

 March 30, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2 day 30th of 3rd M / Last seventh day I set out to Portsmouth, 
& when I had travelled near a mile I was so fatigued that I was 
ready to turn & come home but pretty soon a cart came up the 
owner of which readily took me in & carried me to my journeys 
end. here I reflected how unexpectedly we are sometimes provided 
for, even when things appear very dubious & we are ready to 
conclude we must give out, no way appearing to advance forward, 
in the midst of discoragement deliverance comes to our humbling 
admiration, & I was not a little thankful & even humble for this 
little assitance I lodged at Cousin Z Chases, & in the Morning 
went up to John’s & from there went to meeting in a pretty severe 
Snow Storm where I had but little life, & if I should judge of 
the state of the Meeting it was but a dull time After Meeting 
returned to Cousin Z Chases where I was obliged to stay all night 
as the Storm continued & increased, therefore did not think it 
prudent to come home till this Morning, on my way stop’d at 
Cousin Alice Gould & got home about Noon This visit has not been 
a time of much religious improvement & I hope have not sustained 
any material loss, it has been very pleasant as to the outward, 
feeling an open & or freedom, which reminded me of my juvenile 
visits to Portsmouth.
This Afternoon my friend Loyd Greene called to see me, I feel a 

1807
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love for him

———————————————————————————————————

 May 9, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 9 of 5 M / Pretty dilligently at Trade & ruminating on my 
late visit. Spent the evening with my endeared H who expects to 
leave town tomorrow, for Portsmouth, where she intends keeping 
a School the insuing Summer. I may here acknowledge, what 
diffidence will prevent my doing more publicly that tho’ the 
distance is short & may be easily & frequently traveled, yet it 
is much more of a trial to my feelings to part with her than I 
had contemplated, but feeling a belief that it may be for the 
best Shall endeavor quietly to Submit. May she be kept in holy 
rememberance

———————————————————————————————————

 May 13, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4 day 13 of 5 M / Our last monthly meeting was adjourned to this 
day at Portsmouth to accomodate Matthew Barker Junr that he 
might publish his intentions of Marriage with Ruth Anthony. As 
I was a representative it became my duty to have attended, & 
this morning my mind was brought into a streight on the account 
which occasioned much exercise, believing I should hardly know 
how to frame an excuse for my absense but fearing my Shop had 
been left quite as much as was reputable for one in my dependant 
circumstances - at length concluded to Stay at home tho’ I felt 
Somewhat condemnd therefor
Could I feel as if any thing Substantial had been gained today 
most gladly would I insert it
Made several calls in the eveng, but to little amount as to 
inward life.

———————————————————————————————————

 May 16, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 16 of 5 M / My mind is a little impressed with a tender 
feeling & desires are raised that there may be a more full 
dedication of heart to the all important Concern.
Met this Afternoon with the committee to provide for Friends at 
the Yearly Meeting time.
I’m just going to Portsmouth where I expect to take Meeting 
tomorrow my mind is disirous that the precious life may attend 
my visit

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 93

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

———————————————————————————————————

 May 17, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1 day 17 of 5 M / Just returnd from Portsmouth. Our meeting there 
was silent, but to my mind a livly opportunity. I thought divine 
help was near to that little gathering Lodged last night at 
Cousin Z Chases & took breakfast. Then called at cousin John’s 
from there went to P Lawtons where I found my precious H in good 
health & satisfied with her new employment, which was cause of 
thankfulness in my heart After meeting returnd to PL; & spent 
the Afternoon. Then walked home & am the least fatigued that I 
ever remember to be from walking so far in one day. It is now 
nine in the evening & I am writing this in my shop.
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 May 30, Saturday: According to an article in the Caledonian Mercury of Edinburgh, Scotland for June 8, 
Monday, 1807, copied from the London Gazette, the “WAR-OFFICE” had released on May 30th a list of the 
names of officers being posted to various military formations. This appointments list was lengthy, but we note 
that the “Ensign John Thoreau” who had been posted to the “4th Foot” on November 3, 1804 was appointed 
to be “Lieutenant, without purchase” in the 40th Regiment of Foot.

(His Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot had for instance fought to drive the forces of General George 
Washington off of Long Island and away from the port of New-York.)
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Without purchase means what it says, that Ensign John had not purchased this position for cash or received it 
through court influence as an English gentleman might do in this timeframe but instead was an ordinary bloke 
who got it awarded to him merely because of demonstrated military abilities. Since the image portrays an 
officer of the 30th Regiment of Foot during that timeframe, it will do very well as an illustration of our newly 
minted young Lieutenant of the 40th Foot named John Thoreau. He was a redcoat.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 30 of 5 M / After writing the above last evening the pain 
in my side came on & was more severe that had ever been. it 
occasioned me to look around & consider that if I should be 
repatience & the anxiety that such a fit of sickness would 
accasion [occasion?] who is now at Portsmouth, was by no means 
the least consideration, but tho’ [through] mercy I am much 
relieved & favord to be in my Shop today, but not able to use 
much exercise.

———————————————————————————————————

 June 20, Saturday: A Piano Sonata in G by Leopold Kozeluch was entered at Stationers’ Hall, London.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 20 of 6 M / Last evening took Chaise & rode with my precious 
H to Portsmouth where she again commences the School (I lodged 
at P Lawtons Jr.) —This morng rose at 4 OClock & reached home 
before all our family were up. it was a pleasant ride, & on the 
rode this morng my mind was introduced into an exercise on acct 
of one that has many times claimed my anxious Solicitude for her 
establishment in the everlasting truth, & the secret 
Supplication of my heart was that she may be faithful to the 
offers of divine mercy & tender reguard
Been much occupied this afternoon closing the Accts of those who 
boarded friends at the Yearly Meeting time.
Spent the evening at C R’s, & felt more open in conversation 
than common & believe I kept myself in pretty good Subjection, 
except once speaking with out sufficient defference.

 July 18, Saturday: Robert Fulton described his torpedoes for the benefit of New-York officials.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 18 of 7 M 1807 / Much engaged in buisness, but not so much 
so as to preclude a thankful disposition of heart, my mind has 
been turned inward & favord with a refreshing Stream from the 
fountain of life, I trust -
In the evening rode on horse back to Portsmouth t& lodged at Z 
Chases
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 August 14, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 14 of 8 M 1807 / When the boody is disorder’d the mind 
is not clear - I’m laboring under an heavy cold, but am abloe 
to be in the shop & attend to my little concerns of an outward 
nature, & while inserting this favor my mind is disposed to 
thankfulness to the Author of every blessing both spiritually & 
temporally, he hath liberally bestowed of the choicest of them 
to me, but suitable returns have not been made. Oh saith my soul, 
may there be more full dedication of heart to the divine will 
my mind is often humbled under a sense of my short comings - Our 
Friend R Mott left town about one OClock expecting to tarry at 
Portsmouth tonight & proceed on to Providence in the morng —
In the evening called at Aunt M G’s C R; & J Earls at the latter 
place I should have been stronger if I had talked less -but trust 
I said nothing materially amiss -

 August 15, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 15 of 8 M 1807 / A degree of life has attended my mind 
thro’ the day. My cold is rather better, than yesterday, so that 
I think to go to Portsmouth preSently, & be at meeting there 
tomorrow - After a pleasant ride, reached the Abode of my 
precious H & spent the evening with her - then returned to Z C’s 
& lodged in the morning again visited my dear H, & went to 
meeting where we had a precious time; Our dear Old friend Mary 
Mitchell was concerned in supplication then in a livly testimony 
to the Youth - & at the conclusion of the meeting she requested 
we might meet again at half past three in the Afternoon - the 
meeting was larer [larger?] & more favord than the morng. The 
dear old woman again opened the service in solemn supplication 
to the God & father of all for preservation from the snares of 
the world, & a firm establishment in the everlasting truth, a 
willingness to abide allotted Baptism & a final admittance into 
the relms of eternal Bliss — She then was engaged in a most 
excellent address to the beloved youth on whose account she was 
tenderly interested, the current of love also flowed towards the 
Aged whom she addressed in a very livly manner - At the 
conclusion of the meeting she took an affectionate farewell, 
expressing an apprehension that it would be a final parting with 
many present - & the meeting ended under a solemn covering, & 
for my own part I may acknowledge I[t] was a good time to me & 
was thankful my lot was cast at there -Took tea at Asa Shermans 
with my H - Wm Mitchell & precious daughter Eliza it was a very 
agreeable opportunity. I love William dearly, he is a sage old 
man & a beautiful pillar in our Society - from Asa’s we returnd 
to P L, & from there I went to Z C, & lodged, & this morning 
came home -

 August 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5 day 27 of 8 M 1807 / I’m now going to Portsmouth with E R to 
attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting. Oh Saith my soul may I be 
favord with patience, may I be favor’d with Wisdom & Strnegth 
for if I’m not mistaken there will be occasion for all that are 
disposed to bear the burden, to recur to the fountain of life & 
wisdom that they may receive a right qualification to act in 
matters that may come before us - Oh father be with us, be with 
me Oh father & preserve from a brittle spirit & favor me oh Lord 
with thy holy spirit
Our first meeting was a good time to me, my mind was favor’d to 
get into the quiet, & to keep in it thro’ both meetings, Dear 
Hannah Dennis was concern’d in a short testimony, (the first for 
several months) it was to my feelings a precious offering 
seasoned with the best salt - then Mary Morton was concerned in 
a very acceptable offering, & the meeting concluded in a little 
more than an hour — The part for discipline was long but the 
buisness was conducted much better than I expected Our friends 
Moses Brown, Joseph Collins, Wm Peckham, Sylvester Weeks, Joseph 
Harris, Thos Arnold & Thos Howland were with us as a committee 
from the Quarterly Meeting to assist us in a difficult matter 
before the meeting, which they did much to our satisfaction, & 
the matter is ended
I dined with P Lawton, & had a precious little opportunity with 
my endeared H, then rode home & petty [sic] soon went to bed 
much fatigued from the effect of the long meeting I was at the 
meeting house from, 9 OClock till 3 OClock in the afternoon -
but do not feel the worse for it this morng

 August 30, Sunday: Theresia Helferstorfer, wife of Antonio Salieri and mother of his eight children, died in 
Vienna.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8th M 30th 1807 / My mind has this morng felt the renewal 
of life & have had to reflect on various subjects with 
Seriousness, particularly riches & happiness - I am Scarcely 
willing to admit the former in any degree conducive to the 
latter, I have of late Seen Several instances which hath nearly 
confirmed m that there is no connection between them, tho’ I 
believe both rich & poor may be happy & that both have their 
cares, yet I have thought so much mor responsibility is attached 
to Riches than poverty, that they are not enviable, but most of 
all & above all that is to be desired is the middle path & an 
heart humbly thankful for every favor vouchsafed & that in all 
our movements, the cause of Truth be our primary object - A State 
correspondent with Agur the son of Jakeh [author of Proverbs 
30] - “Remove far from me vanity & lies; give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be full 
& deny thee, & say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be poor & steal 
& take the name of my God in vain”
We had this morng a favor’d meeting but the seed or spring of 
life was low with me - Our friends D Buffum & E Coggershall were 
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largely favor’d in testimony Judge Arnold of Smithfield was at 
meeting & much affected — After meeting my mind being drawn 
towards Portsmouth to see my Beloved H with whom I have spent 
but very little time for several weeks, & even months, thought 
it warrantable on that acc’t to leave the afternoon meeting to 
Spend the Afternoon & went with her, but it was not without some 
reluctance that I left the meeting as it is an example I do not 
approve, & in riding out met a young man a member of Society the 
Sight of which affected my mind & led me to fear my example would 
so some hurt, & a voice like this was so affectingly in sounded 
my mind that I was allmost induced to turn back “Adam where art 
thou? Adam where art thou?” but on turning the matter in my mind 
felt more approved for going & fell into a little conversation, 
whereby I clear’d myself & obliquely reproved him - my visit to 
my precious H was precious indeed, & I trust both were renewedly 
confirm’d our engagements to each other were founded on that 
which was right I lodged at P L & this 2nd day [Monday] morning 
rose at a little past four OC [oclock] & rode home in good 
season to open my shop & have been rather more industrious than 
common for me - Called this evening at Aunt M Goulds [Martha 
et al] found them better - then at D R’s where I found Jemimah 
Ausatin who I was glad to see for the love I bore for her before 
she went away. I fear the poor child has not gaind much in the 
better part Since I saw her last — While I was setting at D’s 
my mind was tendered with a belief that the Spirit of truth was 
yet with me, & I trust living thanks arose in my heart to the 
God of all that he was once more pleas’d to visit my soul with 
his refreshing presence

 September 7, Monday: A Presbyterian missionary sent to China by the London Missionary Society, the 
Reverend Dr. Robert Morrison, had declared his intention to be the bringing of “the light of science and 
revelation” to “peacefully and gradually shed their lustre on the Eastern limit of Asia and the islands of the 
rising sun,” lands which up to that point had been very much in the dark. He stood fresh off the boat on a 
Canton dock with the bee in his bonnet to convert all these teeming multitudes of Chinamen to the truth and 
power of Christianity and thus earn an entire galaxy of stars for his heavenly crown — and he bore in his hand 
a letter of introduction from then Secretary of State James Madison. He was wondering who to show this 
precious letter to first. Let us have a moment of silence, and contemplate the possibilities.

[Moment of Silence]

In result of the bombardment of Copenhagen that had proceeded from August 16th to September 5th, and in 
return for an understanding that the British would attempt to leave Copenhagen within six weeks, Denmark 
signed a capitulation document surrendering all its navy and naval stores.

Under threat from France, King Gustaf IV Adolf ceded Pomerania to the French.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day / This Afternoon rode to Portsmouth with couzin Z C, spent 
the evening at P L’s with my dear H then returned & lodged at Z 
C’s the next morning returned to P L’s & walked with him to 
meeting where my mind was favord with access to the spring of 
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life & to me is was a very favor’d tho’ silent meeting, Oh! that 
I may render due thanks from the heart to him from whon cometh 
every blessing, & those of this kind I esteem the greatest —
After meeting, J Rodman & I went to H Almys & dined. I made a 
pleasant visit there, & left J & returned to P L, again where I 
lodged & this / 2 day [Monday] / morning rose at a little past 
4 OClock & walked home in about two hours -
It has been a day of tumult the Militia has paraded the Streets 
with the sound of Drums & Fifies which with their appearance 
allways affect my mind with seriousness & put me to inspecting 
the ground of my faith in the Christian Religion, & I have 
thought this day that my objections to appearing as a military 
man is founded & something more than meer traditional Religion, 
for I think I have seen that wars & fightings are an offence to 
the Almighty & that he hath no delight in them, Oh that the pure 
spirit of Christianity may more & more abound in my heart —- 
Called at Earls, & Sarah introduced me to a man who lived in the 
other part of the house that had a Galvance machine I examined 
it & took several Shocks, it is a wonderful thing & past my 
finding out that a few peaces of metal Should have such an effect 
on the human frame, but it is like many other things, that we 
are but ignorant beings, & to impress on our minds with the 
Greatness & goodness of God — Spent the remained of the evening 
at C R: with a precious covering over my mind. Oh that I may be 
thankful —

 September 26, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 26th of 9th M 1807 / I sometimes think should any one ever 
have the perusal of my diary they would form rather a singular 
Idea of me, or at least think time & paper was very unnecessarily 
spent on writing it - but whatever may be thought of it I am 
well satisfied that it is right for me thus to note some of my 
feelings & exercises thro’ time - I am fully sensible of the 
many improprieties of language & some other inacuracies with 
which it abounds - Also that it is not written in a stile 
agreeable to read, but when it is considered that is designed 
soley for the benefit of one, that from time to time he may look 
over the past days & compare his feelings from time to time & 
from the past omissions be aroused to a sense of the danger he 
stands in of suffering the glass of time to run out, before his 
peace is made with his Creator - some excuses then may be made 
for the wase of time & paper —
In the evening walked to Portsmouth & lodged at Couzin Z Chases

 October 29, Thursday: Denmark allied with France against Britain.

Friend James Arnold got married with Friend Sarah Rotch. The couple would have one daughter, Elizabeth 
Rotch Arnold, born during January 1809, who would get married with a Dr. Tuttle but without issue, and who 
would die during October 1860 just after the death of her mother his wife — leaving him entirely without a 
blood heir for his accumulated vast whale-oil gains.
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“The whaler was a kind of pirate-miner — an excavator
of oceanic oil, stoking the furnace of the Industrial
Revolution as much as any man digging coal out of the
earth.”

— Philip Hoare, THE WHALE: IN SEARCH OF THE GIANTS
 OF THE SEA (NY: HarperCollins, March 2010)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 10th M / Rode to Portsmouth with E R stopt at P 
L, & from there to the meeting house with my endeared H - In our 
first meeting soon after taking my seat my mind was very 
feelingly cloathed with the precious ownings of divine favor 
which so rejoiced my spirit that a song of thankfulness arose 
to the Lord for once more favoring me with the light of his 
countenance - Our friend O W Stood up & very feeling invited us 
in the language of “Come brother come sister let us go up to 
mountain of the Lord & to the House of the God of Jacob & he 
will teach us his ways & we will walk in his Paths” & said it 
was the desire of his mind that we might come out of the form & 
cleave to the Substance, come from the outward to the inner 
temple where his holyness dwells & he believed was this the case 
with us we should find in us “a well springing up unto eternal 
life” A Robinson soon rose & said she could say in sincerity 
that her Spirit Said Amen to the invitation but a query soon 
rose “Who shall go up this holy mountain without a preparatory 
exercise? even Moses that faithful servant of the Lord could not 
ascend without first putting off his Shoes for the Ground 
whereon he stood was holy,” she very feelingly pointed out the 
way to prepare to ascend the holy mountain & encoraged all to 
begin that their days work may be completed the part of the 
meeting for discipline was pretty well conducted & for my own 
part I feel thankful I was there & it is the Secret prayer of 
my soul that the present favor may not vanish like the early dew 
but remain for many days - Dined at P L; & rode home before dark 
- R T was appointed clerk of the mens & H R of the womens Meeting, 
I feel desirous strength may be given them in proportion to their 
trials & in proportion to their faith I trust help will be 
afforded unto them -6th day 30 of 10 M 1807 / If it was safe to 
boast I should be allmost ready too of this as a very favord day 
for me, Oh soul Dwell deep for it is in the deep & thro’ the 
deep that we must travel ’ere we can become inheriters of the 
promised land of rest - In the eveng called a R T’s & at Aunt M 
Gould -

 November 1, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 1st of 11th M 1807 / This morng walked to Portsmouth by 
the East road & stoped at H Almys & got some breakfast before 
meeting

MOBY-DICK, THE OIL SPILL
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At meeting my mind was favord to feel a degree of favor, but 
found it hard to keep settled as a roving disposition seemed to 
prevail We had no preaching but the meeting was uncommonly quiet 
& solid
I dined & P L; & spent the Afternoon with my precious H who my 
soul loveth & at every interview is more & more entwined [from 
I dined to end crossed out with an X]

 November 2, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2 day 2 of 11 M / Lodged last night at P L; & this morng rose 
early & walked home, - the weather was very pleasant & my 
ruminations by no means painful, but may I not add were peaceful, 
- The time hastens when I shall not have occasion to go so 
frequently to Portsmouth as for several months past which 
affords me a degree of comfort, but I can say of a truth that 
my visits there this summer have allways been pleasant & I have 
no doubt were useful to me many ways & a seal is fixed on my 
mind that it is right that my lot has been cast there as it has, 
not a single unpleasant reflection arises from it —- The day has 
passed as well as common, spent the eveng in writing a Marriage 
certificate for R S & L F - & a letter to D S -

 November 7, Saturday: Angered by the British attack on Copenhagen in September, and in accordance with 
the Treaty of Tilsit, Russia broke relations with Great Britain.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 7 of 11 M / In company with B Freborn a brother committe 
man, visit H Hadwin in consequence of his attending at the last 
Military Parade. The poor thing seemed sorry for what he had 
done, but we were ready to fear from his other conduct in life 
he will not be able to make suitable satisfaction for that 
violation of our christian testimony, we left him & I agree’d 
to see him again & he was willing to meet me in my Shop some 
evening —

Feeling a drift towards Portsmouth as it will be the last 
(probably) I shall see my beloved H there, in the evening would 
out, & lodged at cousin Z Chases whose affectionate care & 
attention to me thro’ life & particularly this summer has been 
very manifest, & requires my grateful Acknowledgement & are to 
number’d among my temporal blessings -
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 The Yearly Meeting School that Friend Moses Brown had established in Portsmouth in 1784 had closed its 
doors in 1788. Friend Moses at this point, however, revived this school board, and after more than another 
decade of planning, the school would begin anew in 1819, this time atop College Hill in Providence, Rhode 
Island.)

In Providence, the legally incorporated entity “The Charitable Baptist Society” obtained the authority to levy 
a tax on church pews for repair of the society’s meetinghouse.

 January 2, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 2 of 1 M / This evening tho’ very cold weather I rode on 
horse back to Portsmouth & lodged at cousin Z Chases —

1808
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 September 3, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 3 of 9 M / In the Afternoon met with the School committee 
Benjm Mott took tea with us Eliza Burling & Sarah Earl also
After tea Rode to Portsmouth with Benj on buisness & staid at 
cousin Z Chases — 

 September 4, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day went to meeting with Shadrack in the Cart - we had a 
Silent meeting but I thought the ownings of Truth was felt — 
Dined at cousin Z C’s & in the Afternoon walked homeward stopt 
at C H on buisness & then called at cousin A Gould, had a pleasnt 
visit & took tea - then called a little at Uncle S Thurstons & 
home, found my dear H well & at our dwelling -Yesterday (seventh 
day) I was much beset with an evil disposition which I was 
obliged to summons all the religion I Possessed to keep in 
subjection - And this day at Portsmouth my mind has been in a 
feeling state —

 September 28, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 28 of 9 M / Tho’ I believe a degree of the life has been 
felt this day yet it does Seem as if the very jaws of Death was 
Yawning over me. Oh such cold Stonny hearted feelings as are my 
experience is indeed hard to bear & cause to fear that the good 
spirit is allmost ceased to Strive, if I read a religious book 
or the bible they raise no life in the mind nor does my feelings 
enter into the Spirit of what I read — Abby Anthony an Old 
Scholar of My H at Portsmouth last Summer Spent the day with us 
& Cousin Anne Greene & Ruth Greene Spent the Afternoon cousin A 
expressed much Satisfaction at being with us which seems to be 
a little encoraging, as one so pure as I think she is, should 
feel Satisfaction under our roof —
With my H spent the eveng at Neighbor Vensons to suppo[rt?] 
good Neighborhood —

 December 29, Thursday: Andrew Johnson, who would be the 17th US President from 1865 to 1869, was born.

French advance troops crossed the River Esla near Benavente south of León and engaged the British. They 
were at first successful but then a British counterattack was devastating.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 12th M / Things being as comfortable as could 
be expected & my H encoraging it I went with R Taylor to 
Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting the first was 
silent & to me a poor dry time which all most induced me to fear 
I had better staid at home but in the last life arose in my mind 
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& I was not only glad but thankful I was there — We dined at Our 
friend R Mitchells & then came home & found things as well as I 
left them

 December 30, Friday: Vicente Joaquín Osorio de Moscoso y Guzmán, marqués de Astorga, conde de 
Altamira replaced José Moñino y Redondo, conde de Floridablanca as President of the Supreme Central 
Governing Junta of the Spanish resistance.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 30th of 12 M / This day make me 27 Years of age it has 
not passed without my notice & reflection - Dear Brother Caleb 
C Rodman was decently interd in the upper burial ground in 
friends medow field, the funeral was large attended by many of 
the inhabitance of the town & some from Portsmouth by whom he 
was much beloved & respected
The setting at the house was rather short in consequence of the 
weather being very stormy, there was no preaching except our 
friend D Buffum stood up at the close & addressed a few words 
to the occasion which was feeling & well accepted
I feel for my dear parents brothers sisters & dear wife in the 
berevement of a beloved & very affectionate brother We have 
staid at father R’s since Caleb’s Death except one night & shall 
probably continue there till the Middle of next week it being 
doubly lonesome to be separated at such a time as this —

 April 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27th of 4 M / Went this morning on Horse back to 
Portsmouth to attend our Monthly Meeting, before Meeting stoped 
at Z Chases & P Lawtons While riding out the mind was brought 
in many serious reflections particularly on the necessity of 
Seeing our own State & condition & the many things that Obstruct 
a clear sight —At meeting our friend H Almy had a short but very 
acceptable testimony & to me it was a most excellent Meeting - 
In the last we had much buisness & Some laboring cases, but a 
good measure of life was retained thro’ the Whole And I dont 
know as ever I was better satisfied with my own conduct in any 
meeting, the life was more than commonly prevalent in my mind & 
I feel truly thankful for once more being able to feel & be 
renewedly confirmed that the good spirit is with me at least at 
times -
After meeting dined at Z Chases then rode home & found my Dear 
H as well as when I left her - Father & Mother R took tea with 

1809
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us & E Earl set the evening & G Robinsons called -

 May 23, Tuesday: French attempts to dislodge the Spanish from Alcañiz in Aragon were thrown back with 
heavy losses, and they were forced to retreat to Zaragoza.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 23rd of 5th Mo // Yesterday Afternoon O Williams & Wife 
returnd from their journey to Liecester & have a prospect of 
going there to live they will be a mifs to us in this Town & Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting - Last first day morning departed this life 
at his House in Portsmouth Doctor Peter Thatcher Wailes & is to 
be committed to his Mother earth this Afternoon - he hath been 
a dilligent attender of our first & week day meetings at 
Portsmouth when ability of body would permit for many years, but 
never became a member, & was thought by some to be quite as much 
in profefsion as Practice - We have recd letters from Aunt M 
Stanton with the intelligence that she is coming on to spent a 
little time, the prospect of which is very pleasant as Dear 
Mother is much confind with Dear Aunt Molly who remains in a 
state of derangement. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 10, Saturday: John Stevens took his Phoenix out of New-York into the open seas, headed for 
Philadelphia — the world’s first oceangoing steamboat.

The Emperor Napoléon annexed the Papal States to France. French soldiers removed the Papal flag from the 
Castle San Angelo.

This was the effective date of the end of British restrictions against US ships.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 10th of 6th Mo 1809// Thus another Year has come about, 
this day commences our anual Sacrafice at Portsmouth & friends 
are now riding into Town, my mind is humbles at the reflection 
that another year has passed away & I so lean, so poor, & weak 
Oh father help me with a little help, renew the visits of thy 
love in my heart, let not this Anual Meeting pass away without 
some advances in the Truth - After we had nearly all got to bed 
this eveng - Our friend, B Purinton came up to see my dear H & 
tho’ it was late she went up & staid a few minutes

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 18, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day // James Mendenhall & his companion was at meeting also 
Aunt E Hunt & her companion. James spoke a little excellently, 
& his companion just observed towards the close of the meeting 
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the “The Well of divine life was deep & that we had nothing of 
our own to draw with.”
In the afternoon they went to Portsmouth to attend an appointed 
meeting there at 4 OClock - Our meeting was silent, except a 
lone stranger disturb’d us with a few words like a request to 
preach -

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 29, Thursday: William Jones was clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for the county of Somerset, 
Maine.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 6 Mo // This morning under much doubt of the 
expediency of leaving my buisness I took Sister Ruth in a Chaise 
& went to Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting it was 
a Serious meeting to me & I dont know but that by going I have 
gotten a little peace of bread or at least I apprehended I have 
gain as a little experience, by not getting sufficiently deep I 
made a little misstep but it seem’d to be of that nature that I 
did not feel it to be of a criminal nature & only added a little 
to my experience - C Hall an elderly woman requested membership 
- We dined at I Almy’s & stoped a little at P Lawton’s - And now 
this evening from the precious sweetness that seems in a good 
measure to pervaid my mind I am induced to believe that 
notwithstanding I left home under unusual embarrasments & 
discoragements that it was best & that by going I have gotten a 
little peace of bread & gaind a little experience — D Buffum & 
H Almy were unwell & could not attend — Our ancient friend 
J Bringhurst after several months confinement was able to set 
with us today -

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 July 12, Wednesday: Mistress Mary Bailey Litchfield of Scituate, wife of the Reverend Paul Litchfield of 
Carlisle, died at the age of 59, after she and her husband had produced 6 children. The widower would remarry 
with Mrs. Sarah Capen of Braintree, a widow, on October 12, 1811.

An armistice was signed between France and Austria at Znaim (Znojmo).

The 1st of 7 installments of the initial biography of Franz Joseph Haydn, by Georg August Griesinger, 
appeared in the Allgemeine musikalische Zeitung.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 12th of 7 Mo // Being very rainy this forenoon I suppose 
Our friend Anne Merrett & Co are at Portsmouth Meeting today as 
they expected to lodge at Ruth Shermans last night —-
On my own part I have but little to say as to religios life -
being very rainy I dined at my fathers & left my dear H to make 
shift without me from Morning till sunset & then found she had 
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done very well, & our little son very well Sister E came up in 
the evening to stay all night with us ——

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 July 15, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 15th of 7th Mo 1809// The forenoon was much occupied in 
building an enormous great Castle in the Air, which before 
Dinner I had the disappointment to see tumble down far more 
rapidly than than it was built, for but one single thought struck 
it at the foundation & it fell instantly
B Freeborn & O Williams were at the Shop this afternoon & much 
conversation on Society concerns passed between us.-
This Afternoon left my dear H & little C, & walked to Portsmouth 
I left the Court house at 11 minutes past 6 OClck & at five 
minutes past 7 OClk I was at Z Chases which is walking a little 
more than 3 miles an hour. I lodged at Cousin Z Chases, in the 
morng went up to Johns & from thence to P Lawtons & from thence 
to H Almy, & from thence to the meeting house, from thence to H 
Almy again, & dined & took tea & from thence in a Chaise with 
Sister R & E Rodman to Saml Thurstons & from thence Walked home
At Meeting I had a good time for which I trust I was measurabley 
thankful. The meeting was silent At H Almys I met with my dear 
friend Susanna Barker who I have not seen in nearly a year. The 
last time I spoke with her was I think at the close of our 
Quarterly meeting in the 7th M last at Portsmouth she has ever 
since been confind with a Dropsical complaint - I love her much, 
we have had many precious times together & one of them was this 
day I do not when I have been to an house where there seemd to 
be such an precious current of sweetness running thro’ every 
individual as at Holders all was was love & harmony. Sister Ruth 
& Eliza Rodman was there also I was glad for them, they are 
precious plants -
I found my dear H pretty well when I returnd in the evening but 
our little Caleb was not quite as well as common

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 3, Thursday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse sailed on the frigate Hyperion bound for 
Gibraltar.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal describing the role of visiting Friends and their missions of 
visiting families, as well as of speaking out in Meetings, particularly Quarterly Meetings:

5th day 3 of 8th Mo// This morng took chaise & rode to Portsmouth 
to attend our Quarterly meeting. Sister Eliza went with me, my 
H being unwilling to leave the little boy - we arrived at R 
Shermans alittle [sic] after 9 OClock where I left E & went to 
the Meeting house to meet with the representatives, we got thro’ 
with our buisness in Season to go back & bring E to meeting. In 
the first meeting James Green opened the service in which he 
pointed out the true way to happines which he said was in a 
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“clean concience, a life of religion & thousands & tens of 
thousands of this world would not purchase it” then after a long 
time of waiting, Our friend Easter Griffin rose up with the text 
“Awake thou that sleepest that Christ may give the light” & soon 
set down appearing to have but little to say - John Casey then 
rose up & bore testimony to the universality of divine light & 
its all sufficiency thro’ life, he said that he felt it in his 
early life but then did not distinctly see what it was but since 
having been brought more into the knowledge of it, he could bear 
testimony now in his Old age when his cheeks were furrow’d with 
Age & his head coverd with grey hairs, that it is all that is 
worth living for, he Sweetly encoraged all to walk & believe in 
it & very touchingly addressed the younger part of society - he 
had not taken his seat but a few minutes be fore Easter again 
rose, took up his subject & greatly enlarged to the comfort & 
consolation of many present, that light had again broke thro’ 
the thick cloud of darkness that has for a long time coverd our 
land. I know that we are apt to think the last best, but I really 
think I have not heard preaching that appeard to reach the 
audience like hers in a very long time, such life & power 
attended it as was cause of admiration in my mind. Soon after 
she took her seat - Hannah Field kneeld in supplication, 
Beseeching the Almighty to “gather the people call a solemn 
assembly assemble the Elders & blow the trumpet in Zion that 
truth might arrise in its ancient splendor &c - In the meeting 
for buisness before we began to act James Dinson Ladd introduced 
himself as one traveling for his health, belonging to Wain Oak 
Monthly & particular Meeting in Virginia, he appeard to be a 
solid friend & was permitted to set tho’ he had no certificate 
- Soon after the Queries were read & the Answers approved - Our 
friend David Buffum in a very weighty manner proposed the 
appointment of a Solid committee to visit the Moy [Monthly] 
Meetings & labor for the promotion & preservation of Love & 
Unity, it consisted of the following names John Casey, D Buffum, 
Sylvester Wickes, Moses Brown, Thos Howland Jona[thon] Dennis & 
O Williams - it was also united with by the women & one appointed 
by them to unite with the men - but little further buisness was 
transacted the most important was that of reading the 
certificates of our friend E Griffin & H Field, & Gideon Seman 
who accompanied them - After Meeting Sister E & I went to H 
Almy’s & dined, where I left her to go to Tiverton to be at 
meeting with Our abovementioned [sic] friends E G & H F tomorrow 
-I rode home with Lloyd Green & took James Green up who rode a 
little ways with us —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 31, Thursday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse arrived in Malta.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31 of 8 Mo// I am this morning going to Portsmouth to 
attend our monthly Meeting. I hope I shall, yea, very much desire 
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that I may keep my place & be favord with the precious life that 
crowns our Assemblies — At our first meeting John Casey was large 
living & powerful in testimony I cannot undertake to commit to 
writing so as to give an Adequate Idea of his communication, but 
desirous to keep the heads in rememberance, Will just say “He 
seemd much exercised for the wellfare of the Church & spoke of 
Lamb the Brides wife, & it was thought made the the most finished 
alegories that has of late been heard from any friends, he 
particularly addressed the Youth & those that are coming forward 
in society to transact the affairs thereof, & said the (that) 
the rebuilding of Zions Walls greatly depended on the 
faithfulness of these & encoraged all to dedication” - Then Ann 
Smith appear’d in a solemn manner I trust to edification of many 
for my own part I thought the feeling part in me was more reached 
than at the foregoing — In the last meeting buisness went on 
with a good degree of order & solemnity except in one instance 
of a Contentious man who took up his Sons cause & spoke very 
disorderly, his son was complaind of for not paying a just debt, 
& his fathers initials are D....C....

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Anne Greene expressed a prospect she had of visiting the 
families of Swansey Moy [Monthly] Meeting which was united with 
& a coppy of a minute granted - The Quarterly meetings committee 
produced their coppy from the Quarterly meetings minutes & 
informed that they were willing to extend labor where it was 
necessary & where they were likly to do good, they met at the 
close of the meeting & I expect the Overseers gave them 
information of such cases as was likly to need their assistance —
We rode after meeting to Isaac Mitchells & dined then directly 
home, & tho’ some part of the meeting was trying yet to me it 
was a good one, & I hope will prove a Useful one — John Casey 
Moses Brown Sylvester Weeks & Anna Smith were present being part 
of the Quarterly meetings committee

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 September 9, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9th of 9th Mo// A day of thoughtfulness on various 
subjects & not a little depression has been my lot -
This evening walked to Portsmouth & reached Cousin Chases about 
8 OClock & found them all in bed except Cousin Alice who very 
kindly prepared me a refreshing repast & furnished me a good bed 
which was very grateful to my weary limbs - In the morning I 
took breakfast & went up to Johns & from there to P Lawtons & 
from there to I Almys & from there to the Meeting house & had a 
good refreshing meeting as I have not had for sometime tho’ all 
the morning I was (as the saying is), as empty as a beggars Can 
- Uncle Holden preached to us with a good degree of Power - from 
meeting I went to Cousin Chases (on my way there I stopped at 
Garnea Fish to see Preserved Fish an Old man of 96 Years of age 
& a former acquaintance & when I was a boy made Shoes for me, 
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he seems in good health but very Childish & deaf tho’ he 
remembers me & asked many questions about his old acquaintances 
in town - I dined & spent the afternoon very agreeably at cousin 
Chases, & toward night they sent an horse & boy half way home 
with me. I reached home about 7 OClock & found my Dear H & little 
Son as well as when I left them —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 October 4, Wednesday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse left Arta and arrived in St. Demetre.

Spencer Perceval replaced William Henry Cavendish, Duke of Portland as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 4th of 10th M 1809// Our friend B Purinton & companions, 
accompanied by Sister Ruth in the Carriage with them, & Sister 
Eliza & Rebecca in a chaise by themselves & O Williams & wife 
went to Portsmouth to attend Meeting this morning expecting to 
return this Afternoon
They returned this evening & I understand B was much favord at 
Meeting. They dined at R Shermans & took tea at P Lawtons - I set 
the evening with them at father R’s —-

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 October 26, Thursday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse left Zitsa and arrived in Janina.

After his defeat of Austria, Emperor Napoléon arrived back in Paris.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26 of 10 M 1809// Rhode [sic] with beloved H to 
Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting, (Mother R took 
care of the little boy the while) Stoped before meeting at H 
Almys & took a little sustenance - At meeting M Morton was very 
sweetly engaged in testimony & in the last buisness went on 
pretty well - to me it was a precious meeting, especially the 
last, wherein my mind was brought to feel a sweet income of the 
precious life & my heart rejoiced in the belief that I was yet 
permitted to taste the dainties of the Lords table, tho’ not to 
feast very largely -& was incoraged to accept appointments to 
treat with two young men One for bearing Arms at a Military 
training the Other for keeping company with a young Woman not 
in membership with us, which however incapable I am of 
performing, I thought It was best for me to accept & do what I 
could — & Also found strength when it was preposed to enter into 
subscriptions for the poor of Society, to stand up & mention, 
that since the Matter was preposed I had remember’d, & according 
to my measure had been dipt into sympathy with friends in early 
times when they suffered much spoiling of goods [goods 
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confiscated] & imprisonment & yet when supscriptions were made 
they allmost allways exceeded what was wanted for the purpose, 
& had Money left - We took dinner at P Lawtons & then rode home 
& found our little boy had been very well thro’ the day which 
was also cause for thankfulness

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 November 11, Saturday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse left Castrosikia and arrived in Prevesa.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 11 of 11 Mo// This forenoon, buisness calling, I went 
to Portsmouth, Dined & did what buisness I had to do at Thos 
Potters, then went to B Chases & did what call’d me there then 
to Benj, Freeborns took tea & staid all night the eveng was past 
most agreeably in conversation with B & Wife - In the morning 
we went to meeting - Russel Davis was there & preached - H Almy 
also preached & A Sherman said a few words - but according to 
my sense of feeling - Holder was the most of a Minister & none 
of them was very lively — After meeting I went to Z Chases, Dined 
& took tea — While at tea Go [George] Gould came in & told me 
that D Rodmans Child died yesterday towards night which hastened 
me home as soon as tea was over - I found my H at her father’s 
intending to stay all night -I called at Brother Ds & my fathers 
in the eveng & then return’d to father Rs & soon went with 
fatigued limbs to bed. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 March 3, Saturday: France annexed Dalmatia and attached the Tyrol to the Kingdom of Italy.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7 day 3 of 3 Mo// This Afternoon rode to Portsmouth with brother 
D Rodman on our way to Tiverton to attend the funeral of Our 
good old friend James Bringhurst — We lodged at Benjamin 
Freeborns, & were very comfortably & agreeably entertain’d in 
the evening by conversation with our friends Benjm is a man of 
experience & value - In the Morning after breakfast we rode to 
Tiverton & crossed the new Stone Bridge at Howlands ferry which 
is the first time I have been there since its compleation — We 
went to Thos Barkers at the time appointed for the funeral & saw 
the corpse of the good old man which looked natural & pleasant 
considering how long it had been kept - I serv’d as a bearer & 
soon Moved to the Meeting house after a pretty length of Silence 
Our frd Wm Almy rose up & preached the truth to the people, & 
as soon as he concluded Our friend D Buffum was up on his feet 

1810
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& spoke with much life & Power for a considerable time — After 
a considerable pause in which the Minds of many present appeard 
to be dipt into much feeling, the Meeting concluded & we took 
the corpse from the Meeting house to the grave on Shoulders where 
after a suitable pause it was decently interr’d We returnd & 
dined at Thos Barkers, & after going into the chamber to see my 
beloved Susanna who is mostly confind by sickness We returnd 
homeward stopping on our Way at Benjm Freeborns to get what we 
left there the night before - We got safe home a little before 
sundown & found our wifes & little ones Well — I can say with 
repect to myself that it has been a very favor’d visit to me a 
time I hope not soon to forget. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 April 14, Saturday: The Salsette anchored off the coast of Cape Janissary.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 14 of 4 M 1810// Tho’ much unwell with the rheumatism 
in my shoulder thro’ the day, I thought it expedient to go to 
Portsmouth as buisness called me there, this afternoon, in the 
eveng I went to cousin Z Chases & lodged- And the next day I 
tarried their untill afternoon then in my walk home stopped at 
Cousin Alice Goulds & found them much as when I was there last 
first day the Old Woman very low & wearing out & Cousin Alice 
Junr in much distress — I then came home & found My H & little 
son at her fathers where we lodged — I did not go to Meeting, 
because I was unwell & thought it unsafe to Walk the distance, 
& was not free to take the seat of one of the family in the 
Chaises, which they kindly offer’d - While the family were gone 
I set down & read Clarksons Portrature & several manuscripts 
letters which they handed me, & my mind was much sweetned & 
refreshed thereby. here Satan would fain sugest to my mind that 
I had as well stay from meetings as go to them, seeing it is so 
frequently my lot to be so barran of life, but that will not do, 
tho’ I am tried with rovings & tossings, I must go & wrestle for 
life — It was a day of much sweet & precious feelings for which 
I desire to be humbly thankful & ascribe the favor to Him alone 
who can soften the stoney heart at his pleasure. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 April 14, Saturday: The Salsette anchored off the coast of Cape Janissary.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 14 of 4 M 1810// Tho’ much unwell with the rheumatism 
in my shoulder thro’ the day, I thought it expedient to go to 
Portsmouth as buisness called me there, this afternoon, in the 
eveng I went to cousin Z Chases & lodged- And the next day I 
tarried their untill afternoon then in my walk home stopped at 
Cousin Alice Goulds & found them much as when I was there last 
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first day the Old Woman very low & wearing out & Cousin Alice 
Junr in much distress — I then came home & found My H & little 
son at her fathers where we lodged — I did not go to Meeting, 
because I was unwell & thought it unsafe to Walk the distance, 
& was not free to take the seat of one of the family in the 
Chaises, which they kindly offer’d - While the family were gone 
I set down & read Clarksons Portrature & several manuscripts 
letters which they handed me, & my mind was much sweetned & 
refreshed thereby. here Satan would fain sugest to my mind that 
I had as well stay from meetings as go to them, seeing it is so 
frequently my lot to be so barran of life, but that will not do, 
tho’ I am tried with rovings & tossings, I must go & wrestle for 
life — It was a day of much sweet & precious feelings for which 
I desire to be humbly thankful & ascribe the favor to Him alone 
who can soften the stoney heart at his pleasure. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 28, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 6th M 1810// Rode with my dear H to Portsmouth 
to attend Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting. We carried Our little Son 
& left him at Anne Anthonys while we went to Meeting - We stoped 
a little while before meeting at my dear Cousin Z Chases - Our 
first meeting was to me a Blessed One, for I can say of a truth, 
that my feelings have not been more Alive in a long time, yea I 
cannot tell the season of similar precious favor, it seem’d as 
if there was no exercise to keep the mind to the right center. 
Oh saith my soul may all that is alive within me be stired up 
to more Watchfulness & care that I may not have so many barran 
meetings — Dear H Dennis was concerned in a few Words which were 
very sweet & precious to my feelings — Buisness in the last 
meeting went on with much love, & the life which I experienced 
in the first was in good measure with me in the last — We dined 
At Anne Anthonys - & Soon after we went into the house her Son 
Adam was brought home with a Severe Wound in the foot occasioned 
by an Axx in cutting down a tree. I held his foot & assisted the 
doctor while he sewed up & dressed the wound, we left him in 
much pain.
We rode home before Sunset & the little boy behaved very nicely 
both going & coming & while there —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 1, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 1 of 8th Mo// Cousin L Clarke has come over this 
Afternoon, on seeing him pass by my mind was very pleasantly 
saluted with the passage of scripture “As Iron sharpeneth Iron 
so doth the countenance of a man his friend” - he has set some 
time with me in the shop very pleasantly & I can say the life 
was raised in my mind. -
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 2, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 2 of 8 Mo// This day was our Quarterly Meeting held at 
Portsmouth We left our little Son with Aunts Molly & Hannah Gould 
& my H & Self took Chaise & having buisness at Cundels Mills 
stoped there & walked round to view the curiosity of the carding 
spinning & weaving Machines, also the beauty of the place which 
my H thought exceeded any thing she had ever seen in nature. I 
was there at near as I can calculate about 15 years ago in the 
Winter, & both my Age & the Season procluded much knowledge of 
the place, but now at a pleasant season & at more maturer years 
can say it is a place which nature has done an abundance for, & 
by the hand of Art might be still more improved, but in my mind 
it does not exceed Lawtons Gulley in the West road — before 
meeting we stoped a little while at the usual stoping place 
(Holder Almys) — The Meeting was large & I must add was a favord 
season as, I was ever witness of - James Green opened the Meeting 
with a few words which I thought well off being edifying to my 
mind - then John Casey in a living testimony, then Elisha 
Thornton proclaimed the truth with life & great Power, I think 
to exceed any thing I ever heard from him — And I thought & it 
was the opinion of better judges that truth was greatly in 
dominion, to the gladening of the hearts of many that have set 
under depression & that were in doubt with respect to certain 
doctrines - Our last meeting I have but little to say about, the 
first part of that Was good, but the latter was hurt by the 
introduction of a Money Matter which was improperly managed -
Thos Howland of Greenwich was appointed to the Station of an 
Elder - We dined at Uncle P Lawtons & on our way home Called 
again at Cundels Mills to settle the buisness we went upon in 
the morning & brother D & Sister E R riding in company with us, 
we took another stroll into the Gulley which I believe was 
reciprocally pleasant to us then rode home & found our little 
boy well & had done well thro’ the day, which with our favor at 
Meeting is cause of real thankfulness — I had forgotten to 
mention another cause of gratitude in riding home our horse 
stumbled & came very near to throw us both out of the Chaise, 
but happily no damage was done —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 30, Thursday, and 31, Friday: The death of Caleb Gould, as recorded in the journal of his father 
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould:

5 & 6 days being 30 & 31 the 8th Mo 1810// Our precious little 
son seemd on 5 day morning to be comfortable but very much 
reduced in his strength he rested well the forepart of the night 
but more uneasy toward day so that his Mother was up several 
times to give him his drink & medicine & also gave him the breast 
which he took freely - & as he seem’d comfortable except weaknss 
I considered it best as father & mother Rodman much desired it, 
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to take him down to their house, concluding that my dear H would 
have company of which she was very destitute at home. I made it 
up in my mind that if he died I should feel the consolation that 
I did for the best, & accordingly we wrapped the dear little 
creature up & brought him down with which he seem’d pleased, -
he seemd comfortable after he got there & I saw nothing why I 
should not go to Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting, 
having some papers which was necessary to be there & the School 
committee was to meet, I thought it best to go & accordingly I 
took sister E & we went -
We had a good meeting & H Almy preached at least to my 
edification, buisnefs also in the last went on in a comfortable 
way & I thought & still believe it was best & right for me to 
go. We dined at Isaac Almys & on our Way home Stoped at P Lawtons 
to see Sister Ruth a few minutes, & then rode homeward & as we 
got to the corner of Obadiah Williams house in Broad Street, 
brother David Rodman met us & convey’d the hevy tidings that Our 
Dear & Precious little Son was no more in this life. We rode 
home & found him a sweet little Corpse in the Cradle - He 
continued much as when I left him untill about 2 OClock in the 
Afternoon & was then taken more alarmingly ill & died about 1/
2 after 4 OClock. It was remarkable that a child of his age being 
only One Year, three Months & six days should manifest so much 
patience as he has since his sickness, he has never been peevish 
or fretful but allways Mild & placid, he continued to know all 
around him & about half an hour before he left time he sucked, 
& his Mother, as was her usual practice told him to kiss his 
dinner, he kissed her breast & then as usual began to suck & 
after that kissed his grandmother Gould & several others, 
apparently looking with his dear little eyes & noticing all 
around him as long as he lived he died so easy that they could 
scarcely determine the moment his breath left his body -he was 
buryed in the upper burying ground by the side of his little 
cousin Wm on Sixth day following, & has beyond doubting gone to 
the Arms of his Saviour & is now fleeing around the throne of 
God with Angellic Sweetnefs.
He has been so remarkable observing, & sweet disposition child 
that many have said that he was not long for this world & indeed 
there has not been a day pass over our heads but that we have 
remembered that he was mortal & even before he was born his 
Mother seemd impressed that the Child was not long for this World 
& both before & since would frequently weep at the prospect —
the dear little fellow whenever he saw his Mother weep would sob 
& cry as if his heart would break & his countenance could not 
be changed until hers was. —
He has been a remarkable healthy child & has enjoyed as much 
happiness as possible for him too, he would amuse himself by the 
hour together with his little play things, & every fly, very 
Dog, Cat, Duck, Hen Pigeon or what ever else that was animated, 
he would seem delighted with, & want to have them in his hands 
— he had just got so as to lispe a few Words, would imitate the 
Dogs barking, the ducks & utter many monysyllables, which with 
his very numerous little endearing ways renderd him a very 
desirable Object - but he is taken from the evil to come, Our 
lofs is his gain. & tho’ we may be blefsed with other Children, 
it will be a long time before we shall have one that will arrive 
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to his very agreeable Age - & he is our All, we have no other 
to turn our attention too, hence We shall feel the mifs of his 
company the more & will render the trial harder, but I greatly 
desire we may proffit by the dispensation & deepen in our 
devotion to the Cause of truth, for this cause I have no doubt 
he was taken from us & Oh saith my soul may it have the right 
effect -

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 October 25, Thursday: According to BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD, 
MASSACHUSETTS (Groton, 1894), John S. Roby of Concord & Hannah Whitman of Groton filed an intention 
to marry.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25 of 10 Mo// I thought this morning that as my face was 
less sore & painful than yesterday that I might go to Portsmouth 
to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meetg, but on going out found the 
Air Sharp & cold concluded to get O Williams to take my dear H 
in a Chaise & for them to go together which he was very willing 
to do but in the course of the Day I have allmost regretted that 
I had not have risked it, as the weather has been very pleasant 
& moderated since morning — On the return of Obediah & Hannah 
she stoped at Os & spent the evening I also went & found it had 
been a very exercising meeting especially on the mens side of 
the house, & strange as it may be, a man whose initials are 
I...A... objected to one of the Overseers proposed by our 
preparative Meeting which cast such an obstacle in the way that 
the matter was referd for further consideration — Oh when shall 
we get to be what we ought to be, & this occurrence has excited 
desires afresh in my mind that I may give double dilligence to 
the subjugation of my Will & Passions.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 October 27, Saturday: The Prussian government issued a Finanzedikt promising certain liberal reforms such 
as equalization of the tax burden, freedom to start businesses, tariff reform, secularization of Church lands, and 
sale of state owned lands.

President Madison annexed the western part of West Florida (between the Perdido and Mississippi Rivers) to 
the United States of America.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 27 of 10 Mo// My mind has been favord with a precious 
degree of life for which I desire to be thankful —
I rode this eveng to Portsmouth with Isaac Almy, & arrived at 
my very affectionate & much beloved cousins L Chases where I ate 
some supper & spent the evening very much to my satisfaction, 
We being very glad to see each other in Morning 1st day [Sunday] 
I went to P Ls & I A’s a little while before meeting - At meeting 
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we were silent & to me not a very bad time but nothing to boast 
of as to Life - I dined at I A’s & called at P Ls in the 
Afternoon, took tea at Cousin L C & walked home in company with 
Brother D R who walked out in the morning on our way home we 
stoped at Saml Thurstons - We found our wives Well & also the 
rest of our friends -
I am glad I have been to Portsmouth & spent a little time with 
Cousin Chase who seemd truly glad to see me — I have spent much 
very pleasant time with them in that House, more than I ever 
expect to again, & they are very near my heart she being a near 
relation (my fathers own cousin) when I was a boy & even in 
infancy my dear Aunt Patty Gould used to take me there so that 
the intimacy has been of long standing — but I am thinking it 
is not long ere it will be broken, my dear cousins are aged 
& infirm & the probability is that they are drawing to the 
conclusion of terestial things & that the pure spirit of truth 
may so operate in them as at the final chance as to enables them 
to sing the triumphant song “Oh Death where is thy sting Oh Grave 
where is thy victory” is my fervant breathing — But Alass who 
knows but they may live to see my days numbered long before 
theirs are. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


118 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 February 28, Thursday: The Emperor Napoléon I wrote Tsar Alyeksandr of Russia that, because he’d opened 
his ports to British ships, and because he’d raised duties on French imports, it might be appropriate for them 
to consider that the existing alliance between their two countries had run its course and come to an end. 
(Translation: if I invade you, remember that you were asking for it.)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28 of 2 Mo// I am this morning going with my beloved H 
to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting at Portsmouth, & I feel a 
little prayer to assend from my heart that it may prove a season 
of favor to us both, even a season of renewal of covenant with 
the Lord - Oh Lord help us —
Our ride to Portsmouth was attended with more peril & danger 
than I ever experienced by land before. The banks of Snow were 
deep in many places which occasioned us to ride sometimes in 
very bad places - but we went & return’d safe for which I desire 
to be thankful, & I may also thankfully acknowledge that I have 
experienced a season of favor, tho the first meeting was not the 
most lively Season I have experienced yet it was a good Silent 
time, & in the last, buisness was conducted with good & becoming 
order, & I may acknowledge that I was glad I went — We dined at 
Richd Mitchells. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 March 9, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9 of 3 Mo// The mind somewhat introduced into feeling. 
I heard that Cynthia Coggeshall appeard in a Short testimony at 
Portsmouth meeting last 4th day - & some weeks ago I heard that 
—- Hall (who was not then a member but has since requested), 
appeard in a meeting there - This is encouraging & I hope the 
dry bones of Newport may yet be shaken, & arise to life among 
us —
Met with the committee appointed at last Moy [Monthly] Meeting 
to consider of some more illygible mode of assisting the poor 
of Society —- I also heard that Betsy Almy is very low & near 
her end to all human appearances

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 April 10, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 10th of 4th Mo// Nothing material to insert of my own 
concerns. Wm S Wall of Bedford & John Burlingham an Englishman 
came to town, & Aunt Polly went to Portsmouth

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

1811
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 April 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 4th Mo// Rode with my H to Portsmouth to attend 
our Monthly Meeting in the first H Dennis preached sweetly & A 
S tried a few Words — In the last we had much business. we 
received two into membership Vis Darius P Lawton & Primary Pease 
- & granted our dear & well beloved brother Rowse Taylor a 
certificate directed to friends in the State of this or parts 
adjacent - he is one we are very loth to part with, being very 
useful in Society & under a concern for the promotion of truth; 
it was a solid good meeting & I hope was proffitable to some —
Before meeting We stoped at Holder Almys & read a small Diary 
that dear Betsy has left behind which was edifying — After 
meeting we dined at Peter Lawtons & then roder directly home —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 May 14, Tuesday: Paraguay declared itself independent of Spain under a 5-man junta.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 14th of 5th Mo// Saw in a Jersey Newspaper the Death of 
our friend Rebecca Wright in the 73 year of her Age. She had 
twice visited these parts on a religious account, the last time 
was in 11 M 1794, at which time I well remember her, & some 
things which she driped [dropped?] in her testimony 
particularly, some expressions of a young woman whom she said 
she well knew that had lived pretty well but when she come to 
her death had cried out “What a Woman might I have been had I 
have been faithful to the truth.” & I frequently think of it, & 
at inserting of it, my mind is renewedly humbled under a sense 
of my short comings.
Our dear friend & brother Rowse Taylor left town this Afternoon 
for Portsmouth on his way to his long intended residence the 
State of Ohio, he went off without taking a formal farewell of 
any of his near friends except those immediately around him. The 
cause of which was, as he told me, he was afraid he should be 
so much affected that his mind would become weakened beyond what 
is manly. I could not blame him for leaving us thus silently, 
as it is the way I should do myself on a similar occasion. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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 June 19, Wednesday: Death of Samuel P. Chase (born April 17, 1741), Supreme Court Justice since 1798, 
revolutionary, attorney, Declaration of Independence signer. Justice Chase had been served with 6 articles of 
impeachment for political bias by the House of Representatives in late 1804 and then a couple more articles 
had been added. The Jeffersonian Republican-controlled Senate had begun its impeachment trial in early 1805, 
and on March 1, 1805 he had been acquitted on all charges (he remains the sole Supreme Court justice to be 
impeached — which is something we should all bear in mind as we stare in amazement at Justice Clarence 
Thomas).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 19 of 6 Mo// I have had an exercising job to do this 
morning but got along better than I expected & was measurably 
relieved releived from a depressive exercise. Our meeting was 
occupied principly on the subject of the School fund, this 
forenoon. Nothing done but to recommend to the Several Quarterly 
meetings to enlarge the general fund, & the care of it left as 
in 1803 to the Meeting for Sufferings - R Mott Spake largely in 
the subject of education — Dear Thos Scattergood spake sweetly 
& powerfully to the dear Youth, reciting his experience of his 
younger years, & observed that his first commencement of public 
preaching was in these parts (Portsmouth) while travelling with 
a beloved Aged friend in these parts, many others spake a little 
which helped the meetings.
Afternoon Met by Adjournment (2 OClock) Epistles to all the 
Yearly Meetings were presented & were the only buisness- towards 
the close Mehitabel Jenkins came in to pay us a little visit 
which was very sweet & salutary. She called upon us in the name 
of the Lord & in a very tender frame of spirit to be faithful, 
testifying to us (particularly the youth) that she had found the 
good effects of it from long experience, very soon after she 
took her seat Thos Scattergood kneeled in Supplication which was 
very solemn & impressive on behalf of the Aged, but the Youth 
was remembered also - after he arose, the dear old Woman 
pronounced her blessing upon us & as she went out she says, 
“farewell, farewell my dear friends farewell” to which Thos 
Scattergood rply’d “farewell in return”, This witnessed, & I 
believe affected many minds with deep impression, particularly 
to see so aged so devoted & living friend come in & take leave 
of us with such feeling concern for our wellfare, & more 
particularly as she is just setting out on a journey to Nine 
Partners & perhaps as far as Canada —- After she went out R Mott 
W Williams expressed a few words & the meeting closed with a 
very solemn covering. —
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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 June 21, Friday: After a siege of six weeks, French forces began the final assault on Tarragona.

John Adams, who had served on the drafting committee of the Continental Congress for the preparation of a 
Declaration of Independence along with Thomas Jefferson and others, was feeling resentful at the claims that 
were being made that Jefferson had authored the document. “The Declaration of Independence I always 
considered as a theatrical show,” he wrote at this point. “Jefferson ran away with all the stage effect ... and all 
the glory of it.”29

“The United States of America had human slavery for
almost one hundred years before that custom was
recognized as a social disease and people began to fight
it. Imagine that. Wasn’t that a match for Auschwitz?
What a beacon of liberty we were to the rest of the world
when it was perfectly acceptable here to own other human
beings and treat them as we treated cattle. Who told you
we were a beacon of liberty from the very beginning?
Why would they lie like that? Thomas Jefferson owned
slaves, and not many people found that odd. It was as
though he had an infected growth on the end of his nose
the size of a walnut, and everybody thought that was
perfectly OK.”

– Kurt Vonnegut, FATES WORSE THAN DEATH, page 84

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 21 of 6 Mo// There is a meeting at Portsmouth today which 
R Mott, Phebe & Hannah G Field attends - Our friend Susanna Horn 
& Thos Scattergood have commenced a little family visit about 

29. Schultz, John A. and Douglass Adair, eds. THE SPUR OF FAME: DIALOGUES OF JOHN ADAMS AND BENJAMIN RUSH, 1805-1813. 
San Marino CA: 1966, page 182
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town this morning, & were at tea with us this Afternoon Thomas’s 
testimony was cautionary & encouraging he hoped we should be 
able to with stand temptations & endure Baptisms, Susanna was 
principly encouraging, & a very sweet & precious visit it was. 
Susannah is truly a precious Woman — In the evening I went to 
Thos Robinsons & after they had agreed on the familys they would 
visit tomorrow, I took the list & inform’d them all of it over 
night

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 24, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 24 of 6 Mo// Our friends left town this morning, 
intending to spend the day in visiting a few in Portsmouth & 
appoint a meeting there tomorrow & be the next day & Tiverton & 
from thence go to Bedford —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 25, Tuesday: The Earth’s steady motion away from the comet culminated when their distances had 
increased to a maximum of 2.4142 AU. Thereafter, the distance between our planet and C/1811 F1 would 
decrease. Meanwhile, the comet’s angular distance from the sun would continue to decrease and would be 
reaching a minimum of just under 10 degrees during the last days of July and first days of August. A parabolic 
orbit computed for the comet during this month was predicting that C/1811 F1 would pass perihelion on 
September 15th at a distance of 1.134 AU from the sun. On the basis of this calculation, Heinrich Wilhelm 
Matthäus Olbers, in Bremen, predicted that in October this comet would be very bright.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 25 of 6 Mo// I understand that our friends T Scattergood 
& S Horne had an highly favor’d meeting this day at Portsmouth. —
Last evening about 9 OClock departed this life at the house of 
her Brother Benjamin in Portsmouth Mary Freeborn, She was a 
friend that promised usefulness in Society & her loss will be 
felt therein. Her [funeral] will be tomorrow at 3 OClock at the 
Meeting house.—

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 6 Mo// My dear H & myself a going this morning to 
attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting at Portsmouth. I feel poor & 
low, very poor & low indeed, yet it seems as if there is 
something good underneath. — At our first meeting we had a pretty 
good time. O Davis spoke pretty lively his Wife also was 
concern’d to persuade & encourage us to love God & one another 
[blank] Hall wife of Parker Hall was concern’d to utter 
something which I thought came with good gospel Authority. She 
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was rec’d into membership about 4 months ago & spoke in meeting 
once before she was received. —Before meeting we stoped at 
cousin Z Chases, & after we dined at Richard Mitchells. I was 
very glad to see him, having never been in his house since his 
confinement.—

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 24, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 24 of 8 Mo// Nothing appearing to hinder & an opportunity 
presenting to ride with P Lawton in his cart, I went to 
Portsmouth this Afternoon to visit my dear Aged cousins Zacheus 
& Elizabeth Chase whom I have loved from a child up to the 
present day — I arrived there about sun down & spent the eveng 
very agreeably. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 August 29, Thursday: The elopees Percy Bysshe Shelley and Harriet Westbrook were wed in Edinburgh.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 8 M 1811// I well remember how I felt a year ago 
this Morning & I can but recur to it with poignant sensations,. 
It was this day one year ago that our dear little son left us & 
on return from Moy [Monthly] Meeting was inform’d of his 
deceaase -
My mind has this morng been turn’d to reflect on & feel very 
closely for an advancement in a religious growth, a little 
mental prayer has been raised in my heart that I may not be as 
an empty & Idle spectator in our meeting this day but to feel a 
little help & encouragement to step forward in a right way to 
assist in transacting the weighty concerns of the Church —With 
my dear H rode to Portsmouth, & before meeting stoped at Isaac 
Almys & took a little refreshment
At Meeting my Mind was favor’d to get hold of that life which 
makes a good meeting. Holder Almy & D Buffum were concern’d in 
short but lively & pertinent testimonys — In the last meeting 
thought my spirit was uncommonly favor’d to feel & act in several 
matters before us, for which I feel humbly thankful -
After meeting dined with Benjm Freeborn, on our way home stoped 
at Rich’d Mitchells - I am thankful to say that it has been a 
day of favor & I feel a good degree of secret peace on looking 
over the past - which is what I cannot allways say

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 September 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8 of 9 Mo// This morning rose early & got breakfast & 
walked out to Saml Thurstons, from thence he & I rode to 
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Portsmouth, before meeting we stoped at Holder Almys, then to 
meeting where we had a very favor’d season. Sarah Fish was 
concern’d in a living supplication. My mind was favor’d with the 
most life & sweetness that I have experienced in a meeting or 
out of one, for a long time it did indeed seem as a renewal of 
the days of my espousals, the days when I was Young & tender, 
for which my heart was bow’d in humble thankfulness to the Author 
of every good thing, without whose holy help we are no more than 
clay as to life of religion in the mind — After Meeting we dined 
at Preserved Fishs, & from there, (being one of a committee with 
Sam Thurston & Rich Mitchell to visit Parker Hall in consequence 
of his request to be admitted under the care of friends-) I went 
with them to his House, where life was again renew’d on my 
spirit, to exceed what I felt in the meeting. Sam & Richd had 
much to communicate in a very lively & pertinent manner. I said 
but little, but I believe traveled with them in spirit., & was 
humbled under a sense of my own unworthiness & short comings, & 
from hence am induced to believe, the opportunity was a 
proffitable one to me, & that I was not out of my place in being 
with them. Parkers wife seems to be a sweet spirited & deeply 
exercised Woman, & if they keep their plans I believe they will 
be very useful in society. -We return’d from there to P Fishs & 
took tea & from thence rode home well satisfied with our days 
work.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 October 31, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31 of 10 Mo// The day has been severly stormy yet David 
Rodman & myself took Chaise & rode to Portsmouth to attend our 
Monthly Meeting, which considering the hevy rain & very high 
Wind was pretty well attended. Holder Almy preached in the first 
& in the last we got along with our buisness with a good degree 
of satisfaction - The Public Appearance of Holder Almy was 
approved & refer’d to the Quarterly Meeting for their perusal 
[?, left margin not visible] After Meeting we dined with Holder 
& then rode home. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Near the end of his visit to England, Captain Paul Cuffe saw himself described in the Liverpool Mercury as 
preferable “to the proudest statesman that ever dealt out destruction amongst mankind.” That newspaper’s 
“Memoir of Captain Paul Cuffee” [sic] offered a description his early life and many notable achievements, 
including his 1780 challenge to the Massachusetts legislature against taxation without representation for 
blacks. (The captain would later receive an English land grant on which he would be able to settle a few worthy 
immigrants of his choosing. His plans would be delayed by the War of 1812, but in 1815-1816 he would make 
a successful voyage to Sierra Leone with 38 colonists. On January 16, 1817 he would write that in Sierra 
Leone, “These few Europeans hath pritty much Control of the Colony Yet the people of Coular Are intitled to 
every privlege of a free born Subjects.... Yet It cannot be said that Thay Are Equal for the prejudice of tradition 
is preciptable but I believe much Lieth At thare Doors.”)

Memoir of Captain Paul Cuffee, Liverpool MERCURY

On the first of the present month of August 1811, a
vessel arrived at Liverpool, with a cargo from Sierra
Leone, the owner, master, mate, and whole crew of which
are free Negroes. The master, who is also owner, is the
son of an American Slave, and is said to be very well
skilled both in trade and navigation, as well as to be
of a very pious and moral character. It must have been
a strange and animating spectacle to see this free and
enlightened African entering, as an independent trader,
with his black crew, into that port which was so lately
the nidus of the Slave Trade. — Edinb. Review, August,
1811.
We are happy in having an opportunity of confirming the
above account, and at the same time of laying before our
readers an authentic memoir of Capt. Paul Cuffee, the
master and owner of the vessel above referred to, who
sailed from this port on the 20th ult. with a licence
from the British Government, to prosecute his intended
voyage to Sierra Leone.
The father of Paul Cuffee, was a native of Africa,
whence he was brought as a Slave into Massachusetts. -
He was there purchased by a person named Slocum, and
remained in slavery a considerable portion of his life.-
- He was named Cuffee, but as it is usual in those parts
took the name of Slocum, as expressing to whom he
belonged. Like many of his countrymen he possessed a
mind superior to his condition, and although he was
diligent in the business of his Master and faithful to
his interest, yet by great industry and economy he was
enabled to purchase his personal liberty.
At this time the remains of several Indian tribes, who
originally possessed the right of soil, resided in
Massachusetts; Cuffee became acquainted with a woman
descended from one of those tribes, named Ruth Moses,
and married her. -- He continued in habits of industry
and frugality, and soon afterwards purchased a farm of
100 acres in Westport in Massachusetts.
Cuffee and Ruth has a family of ten children. — The
three eldest sons, David, Jonathan, and John are farmers
in the neighborhood of Westport, filling respectable
situations in society, and endowed with good
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intellectual capacities. -- They are all married, and
have families to whom they are giving good educations.
Of six daughters four are respectably married, while two
remain single.
Paul was born on the Island of Cutterhunkker, one of the
Elizabeth Islands near New Bedford, in the year 1759;
when he was about 14 years of age his father died
leaving a considerable property in land, but which being
at that time unproductive afforded but little provision
for his numerous family, and thus the care of supporting
his mother and sisters devolved upon his brothers and
himself.
At this time Paul conceived that commerce furnished to
industry more ample rewards than agriculture, and he was
conscious that he possessed qualities which under
proper culture would enable him to pursue commercial
employments with prospects of success; he therefore
entered at the age of 16 as a common hand on board of a
vessel destined to the bay of Mexico, on a Whaling
voyage. His second voyage was to the West Indies; but
on his third he was captured by a British ship during
the American war about the year 1776: after three months
detention as a prisoner at New York, he was permitted
to return home to Westport, where owing to the
unfortunate continuance of hostilities he spent about 2
years in his agricultural pursuits. During this
interval Paul and his brother John Cuffee were called
on by the Collector of the district, in which they
resided, for the payment of a personal tax. It appeared
to them, that, by the laws of the constitution of
Massachusetts, taxation and the whole rights of
citizenship were untied. — If the laws demanded of them
the payment of personal taxes, the same laws must
necessarily and constitutionally invest them with the
rights of representing, and being represented, in the
state Legislature. But they had never been considered
as entitled to the privilege of voting at Elections, nor
of being elected to places of trust and honor. -- Under
these circumstances, they refused payment of the
demands. -- The Collector resorted to the force of the
laws, and after many delays and vexations, Paul and his
brother deemed it most prudent to silence the suit by
payment of the demands. But they resolved, if it were
possible, to obtain the rights which they believed to
be connected with taxation.

 December 26, Thursday: In a theater of Richmond, Virginia, a fire killed 5 black Americans, and 68 white 
Americas of whom many were from prominent local families.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26th of 12 M 1811// I walked towards Portsmouth to attend 
our Moy [Monthly] Meeting. Rich’d Mitchell kindly gave me a ride 
of about 3 Miles on my way to Meeting his Sleigh, in going over 
one bank we over Set but neither of us was hurt. Our Meeting was 
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small. The Womens side of the house counted but seven & them 
very young Women, I suppose neither of them over 30 years of 
life: -Ours was large in Number, perhaps 40 of 50 - Peter Lawton 
was Clerk & for the first time I was assistant & succeeded beyond 
my expectations -After meeting I rode with R Mitchell to his 
house & dined & after dinner a part of the way home with D Buffum 
in his sleigh which eased me of my journey exceedingly for if I 
had not have been assisted in this way it is not probable I 
should been able to have got home the same day. & tho’ as it was 
my limbs were much fatigued, yet I was glad I went, for had I 
had not the Books & papers of neither meeting would have been 
there -Jonathon Dennis the two D Buffums, little Wm Chase & 
myself were all that were there from Newport. The Snow Banks 
were formidable indeed some I walked over that I doubt not were 
15 feet high.
A sorrowful affair was related to me in Portsmouth It appears 
that about 7 an hour before sun set in the Storm the day before 
yesterday Joseph Cundel went out of his Mill & has not yet been 
seen or heard from Yet. they have been searching the Mill dam 
today & cannot find him whether he was suffocated in the snow 
drown’d in the Mill dam & got into the Sea is Yet undetermined, 
but there is no prospect of ever finding him alive.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 February 27, Thursday: George Gordon, Lord Byron’s maiden speech at the House of Lords was in opposition 
to a proposal to impose capital punishment upon Luddites found guilty of frame-breaking.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 2 Mo// Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting is this day held 
at Portsmouth, I would have been glad to have gone, but such is 
the situation of my dear H that at present I feel most easy not 
to leave her long at a time. —
Those who attended the meeting say they had a pretty good time, 
but suffered much with the cold in going & coming.

1812
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 March 27, Friday: Caroline Lamb wrote her initial love letter to George Gordon, Lord Byron.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 27 of 3 Mo// Yesterday toward night, Departed this Life 
at his house in Portsmouth HOLDER ALMY a worthy & excellent man, 
& will be a great loss to Society - His Ministry was generally 
lively & clear & I have no doubt hath been helpful to many, 
especially the feeble minded. -

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 March 29, Easter Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 29 of 3 Mo// The day has been exceedingly Stormy which 
has prevented my going to Portsmouth to attend the funeral of 
the much lov’d & Valuable friend HOLDER ALMY whose remains 
I understand were taken to the Meeting House where Our friend 
D Buffum & Wm Almy were engaged in testimony, & After Meeting 
his remains were decently inter’d in the burying ground near the 
Meeting house. He has been for many years useful & acceptable 
in the Ministry, & his innocent & examplary life has render’d 
him an ornament to society, he died greatly beloved by all who 
knew him, & his loss will be great to his family & society. -
Our Meetings at home were but small owing to the inclemency of 
the weather, & tho’ my mind was somewhat on the rove yet, there 
seem’d to be a good degree of favor which render’d the retreat 
more easy when I detected my self thinking on unproffitable 
subjects.— In the Morng D Clapp Jr called to see me & was at 
Meeting. he appears to be a Sober Man

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 April 19, Sunday: In Concord, the militia assembled to take part in war with the British.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 19th of 4 M // Amos Peasly & Benjm Fulsom were at meeting 
this forenoon. Also Hireanea Thompson. The two former of the 
State of Newhampshire & the latter of Smithfield Amos is a living 
& powerful Minister & Hireanea has a good gift & were both 
largely concern’d in testimony & Hireanea in a supplication — 
In the Afternoon they appointed a meeting at Portsmouth 3 
OClock, several friends went from town & said Amos was largely 
concerned in testimony & supplication

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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 April 30, Thursday: Louisiana became the 18th state of the United States of America.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 4 M // Altho much unwell with a cold & the morng 
quite rainy I could not feel easy to omit going to Portsmouth 
to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting. failing of company I took 
a Chaise & rode out alone. got to the Meeting house in season 
to meet with the School committee before meeting. The first 
meeting was Silent. In the last buisness was transacted with 
love & harmony two were rec’d members & one disowned. After 
meeting I dined at my much lov’d cousin Z Chases, found him & 
wife persuing the same rounds, & all things about there then 
much as when I was a little boy. I love to go there & allways 
shall while they & I remain in mutability

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 May 5, Tuesday: Ludwig II replaced August Christian Friedrich as Duke of Anhalt-Köthen.

Dies Haus was zu verkaufen, a singspiel by Johann Nepomuk Hummel to words of Klebe after Duval, was 
performed for the initial time, at the Leopoldstadt Theater, Vienna.

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance, 
on this date William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves, was pardoned by President James Madison, 
himself a slavemaster (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 5 of 5 Mo// Many friends have been in town from 
Portsmouth intending with others to go to Greenwich to attend 
the Quarterly Meeting, but the wind has been so exceedingly high 
from the North West that the attempt would be very hazardous. 
They had been detained all Day & their getting up tomorrow is 
doubtful. —

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 June 19, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 19 of 6 Mo// David Sands had a meeting at Portsmouth 
today —We feel quite lonesome after so much company but however, 
friends of our own town & family feel as near & I think nearer 
than before. I love them all dearly. —
I desire to be thankful that my dear wife & little son have been 
pretty well, & tho my wife has not been able to attend all of 
the settings of the Y Meeting yet she has kept about & waited 
on friends —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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 August 6: The allied (Great Britain/Portugal) army began its march from Valladolid to Madrid.

Ludwig van Beethoven performed a concert, along with Giovanni Battista Polledro, in Karlsbad (Karoly Vary) 
to benefit the victims of the fire in Baden of July 26th. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 8th M 6th 1812 / My dear H could not leave the little 
boy to go to Portsmouth to attend the Quarterly Meeting held 
there this day, so Sister Ruth went with me in A Chaise
The first meeting was Solid & but little Preaching soon after 
it was settled J Greene had a few words to communicate, which I 
thought sound & not unsavory. Then a long pause of more than an 
hour ensued, in which I thought our dear friend J Casey might 
(from the exercise he appeard under) have communicated something 
that would have benefited the meeting — The next after J Greene 
was Hannah Dennis, who was very Sweet & savory. The next was 
A...C... a friend from S Kingston who I believe is generally 
well aapproved in his own meeting, but made a most miserable & 
feeble fight in the Quarterly Meeting but I hope did not much 
hurt. —the meeting ended —
In the last we had much buisness. The Queries & answers drew 
forth many pertinent & seasonable remarks especially That 
concerning our testimony respecting War - Matthew Franklin had 
much to say & much of it very agreeable to my feelings — Moses 
Brown very feelingly made a remark to this effect speaking of 
the beauty of our principles. he said Methinks the contrast 
between a similar number of Wariours to the number present would 
be very Striking, one sitting in solemnity & in peaceable 
spirit, the other all in jar & confusion, which may be seen in 
all who are in the spirit of it & traced down the the councils 
that declare it — I have not done the remark justice, but that 
is the substance of it. — The certificates of Anne Greene & 
Hannah Dennis were endorsed & they set at liberty to proceed on 
their journey
After Meeting we dined at Anna Anthonys & then rode home

 August 16, Sunday: The summer and early fall had been quiet on the Niagara Frontier, such as at Fort Niagara, 
with local American and British commanders having agreed upon a local truce while they each attempted to 
strengthen their respective positions. During the truce, however, the British took an opportunity to transfer 
some of their soldiers westward, and on this day they achieved an important victory at Detroit. The US 
commanding general, William Hull, would find himself being courtmartialed.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8M 16 / In our forenoon meeting Father Rodman had a few 
words to communicate - then Hannah Dennis, & then D Buffum. 
I thought it was a very good meeting. The sap of life seemed to 
circulate without much obstruction. —
In the Afternoon Father R was concerned in supplication. 
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This Afternoon Mother Rodma & John went to Portsmouth to see 
Sister Eliza who has been there some time & on 6th day was taken 
ill of a bilous complaint but is now better. —
After Meeting visited the work & Alms houses with D R

 August 29, Saturday: Mikhail Ilarionovich Kutuzov took command of the Russian army.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 29 of 8M / My dear Wife not having been to Portsmouth 
in rather more than a year. We concluded to take this pleasant 
Morning & go thither we carried our little Son he slept most of 
the time we were in the Chaise while going — We left him At Anne 
Anthonys & went to Meeting After meeting we returned there & 
dined then went to Cousin Z Chases & took tea, where we saw my 
dear Aunt Patty Gould She went out there some days past in hopes 
the change of Air may be beneficial to her health
After tea we rode home & I believe our little Son is none the 
worse for his visit. —

 October 10, Saturday: It may have been on this day that in a transparent attempt to resolve his pressing 
financial issues, George Gordon, Lord Byron proposed marriage to the heiress Anne Isabella Milbanke 
(she had the sense to refuse him).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 10 of 10 M 1812 / This Afternoon in company with the 
others of the committee for the purpose visited Sarah Stevens, 
late Sherman in consequence of her having Married out of the 
order of society. —
Towards night I went to Portsmouth on buisness Lodged at Z 
Chases. - After breakfast the next Morning I called at P Lawtons 
& from Thence went to Meeting which was a good comfortable time 
to me - no one preached — After Meeting I went to Abraham 
Anthonys & dined then returnd to Cousin Z Chases & took tea then 
Walked homeward. found my H & little son in good health. —

 October 29, Thursday: General Claude-François de Malet and 22 others involved in the failed coup d’état 
against the Emperor Napoléon I were convicted by a council of war.30

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 10th M 1812 / Rode with my dear H to Portsmouth 
to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting — Christopher Healy was 
there & was very largely concern’d in testimony he is a man of 
no education & not very largely endowed with human 
understanding, but is very uncommonly gifted in the Ministry. 
he is powerful & reaching upon an Audience & appears to attend 
very closely to divine openings & I said in my heart with Wm 

30. It is accepted that a coup d’état that fails is by definition a mutiny, and treason. Nobody likes losers!
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Penn who remarked after a very powerful testimony from John 
Steel appointed for a great Public dispute with some of the 
Priests of that day — After the Meeting ended Wm Penn remarked 
to Robt Barclay “This is neither the Wisdom of the North nor the 
elloquence of the South but the Power of God thro’ a Plowman 
which is Wonderful in our eyes.”
Our last meeting was favor’d Christopher having much to 
communicate. — our buisness was conducted with uninimity & love 
tho’ some exercising things were before us & the meeting was 
detained late. — We reached Richard Mitchells about sunset & 
dined. - then rode home & found that our dear little John had 
done exceedingly well without his mother under the care of Mary 
Briggs which I consider an encouragement for her to leave him 
again when duty calls her away which at this time I thought did —

 November 14, Saturday: The Allies attacked the Russians at Smolyani but were forced to withdraw.

Back again in Newport, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 14 of 11 M / This eveng by moonlight walked to Portsmouth 
& reached cousin Z Chases in season to set some time very 
agreeably with them before bed time — In the morng I rode with 
him to Meeting which was silent & a poor wandering time to me. 
I rode back with cousin Chase as far as Uncle Peter Lawtons where 
I stoped & dined transacted the little buisness that called me 
to Portsmouth & spent the afternoon very agreeably.- after tea 
Uncle Peter brought me homeward as far as John Goulds from thence 
I walked home stopping by the way at Sam’l Thurstons —found my 
H & little son fine & well —

 December 31, Thursday: In München, Meyer Beer (Giacomo Meyerbeer) played the piano at a concert to 
benefit wounded Bavarian soldiers. His performance so overwhelmed everyone that when he entered the room 
at the dinner that followed, the guests burst into applause. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31st of 12 M 1812 / Sister ELiza & Mary Briggs being 
willing to keep house for us & take care of our little son I 
went with my H to Portsmouth to attend Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting 
which was to me a good time Hannah Dennis was concerned in a 
lively & well Authorized testimony Also Sarah Fish — In the last 
Meeting buisness was conducted in good harmony, tho’ some things 
of an exercising nature was before us — Sarah Stevens was 
disowned - & it was agreed to cut the Wood from the lot on which 
Portsmouth Meeting House stands which is supposed will sell for 
money sufficient to pay the present Debt of the Meeting
We dined at Peter Lawtons & rode home before Dark & learn’d our 
little boy had done well without his Mother. —
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 June 6, Sunday: At Stoney Creek, the American invaders of Canada were attacked and defeated by British 
forces. 50 American soldiers and 400 Indians were taken prisoner. The American troops would soon be 
buttoned up in the forts at the mouth of the Niagara River.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 6 of 6 M 1813 / Our Meetings were silent except a few 
words from a friend in the Afternoon - After tea took a pleasant 
Walk round the hill with D Rodman & on my return was informd of 
the Arrival in the Harbour of Uncle Stanton in the Ship Pacific 
from Lisbon I immediately came down Street & found him at Mothers 
& was very glad to see him. I went with him to the Ship & spent 
an hour for the first time I was ever on board a Ship that 
floated. —

 June 24, Thursday: Henry Ward Beecher was born in Litchfield, Connecticut (8th of the Reverend Lyman 
Beecher’s 13 children, brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe).

At Beaver Dams in Ontario, the American invaders of Canada were again attacked and defeated by British 
forces. The American troops would soon be buttoned up in the forts at the mouth of the Niagara River.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 6thM / This Morng took Chaise & rode with my 
dear wife & little son to Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting. left John at Anne Anthonys & went to Meeting A Sherman 
H Dennis Obadiah Davis & Parker Halls wife were concernd in 
testimony & a precious Meeting it was to me. We had much Buisness 
in the last Meeting some of which worked unpleasantly to my mind 
we dined at Anne Anthonys & came home early & found Uncle & Aunt 
Stanton had Arrived last eveng from Providence. —
I can best remark that in riding to Portsmouth this morng in 
observing the fields in a very flourishing state & the Clover 
yealding a rich perfume my mind was humbled under a sense of the 
Goodness of God & the small returns poor rebellious man is making 
for the Beauties received at his hand - I thought did but our 
conduct arise in as sweet insense before him as does his 
inanimate part of the creation in what a different stall would 
our minds be in How sweet & clean would they be - On observing 
large fields of Whiteweed [?] I could but breath forth the 
Prayer “Oh Lord keep thy fields White unto harvest” I remember 
Anne Greene expressed those words in Supplication in our Meeting 
some Years ago & they particularly struck my Mind at the time & 
the feelings were sweetly renew’d this Morning

1813
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 June 25, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 25 of 6 M / I find that I quite misunderstood the 
observations of a friend in Meeting Yesterday which drew some 
remarks from me which were immproper & on reflection today 
leaves an incomfortable savor. — I believe my remarks were to 
hasty, & it is poor consolation to say, it is not the first time 
I have missed - I hope however that by being humbled under it, 
the effect may tend to deepen me in experience & make me more 
cautious in future.

 July 18, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 18 of 7 M / At last Moy [Monthly] Meeting the case of 
Solomon Lawton was refer’d on acct of Jonathon Dennis & myself 
& today we went to Portsmouth to pay him a visit, which we did 
after meeting. He treated us respectfully, but we could not feel 
that we gained an entrance for the Truth in his heart, yet we 
are encouraged to hope that after many days the bread may be 
found returning on the Waters — We felt the satisfaction of 
having labor’d in love & faithfully according to the Ability 
rec’d —
I rode out with Jon & before meeting stoped at P Lawtons Dined 
at B Freeborn’s Visited Solomon at his fathers & took tea at 
cousin Z Chases.—

 August 5, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 5 of 8 M / Br David Rodman & I took a carriage & Carried 
our Wives & Sisters to Portsmouth to attend the Quarterly 
Meeting we stoped a little while before Meeting at P Lawtons 
where we had the company for a little while of Our Venerable & 
very interesting friend Moses Brown of Providence his 
conversation was amusing informing & edifying —- The first that 
Broke Silence in the Public Meeting was Peter Hoxie, the next 
James Greene then Mary Morton then C Rodman & then John Casey 
to whom the weight of service fell, but according to my capacity 
of Judging all that were concern’d in Public appearance were 
favor’d & particularly Dear old John Casey - - In the last 
meeting Our buisness went on pretty well & the London printed 
Epistle for the present Year was read, & was very excellent. — 
Our Dear friend J Casey concluded the Meeting in a very solemn 
& impressive prayer to the Lord for the three classes of Mankind, 
The Aged, Middleaged & Youth
We Dined at Anna Anthonys & rode home toward night - father 
Rodman was taken Faint in the Carriage & Obliged to get out for 
some time & then ride very slowly home. —

 August 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8th of 8 M 1813 / Wm Almy Attended our forenoon Meeting 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 135

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

& appeard in testimony & Supplication much to our satisfaction 
& edification C R Also said a few words & the London Epistle for 
last Year was read. — Wm Almy attended a Meeting at Portsmouth 
appointed by him at 4 OClock —Our Afternoon Meeting was Short & 
Silent

 September 30, Thursday: After being abandoned by their King Jérôme Bonaparte, Westphalian troops 
surrendered Kassel to the invading Russians. The victors dissolved the Kingdom of Westphalia and removed 
this absent monarch from authority. Meanwhile, in flight, Jérôme reached the Rhine River and safety.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30th of 9th M 1813 / Our Meeting was small but thirteen 
women attended owing to the weather being exceedingly stormy -
yet we held Monthly Meeting & in the first Job Challinor preached 
with acceptance in the last our buisness labor’d exceedingly 
owing to the womens committee not sending their report 
respecting the clearness of Eunice Anthony to preceed in 
marriage with Job Baker in consequence of which the Meeting was 
adjourned till One OClock tomorrow at Portsmouth - Antipas Chase 
& Susanna Hicks dined with us having this day published their 
intentions of Marriage with each other. —

 October 28, Thursday:  An allied administration took over in Saxony and Stolberg-Wernigerode. A Prussian 
administration took over in Quedlinburg.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28 of 10 M / Rode with my H to Portsmouth & attended our 
Monthly Meeting. - - Dined at cousin Chases & rode home
During the deliberations of this day a very exercising case 
occur’d - It seems that a certain friend has taken a dislike to 
me & thinks I have joined the party against him (as he calls it) 
but I believe there is no party except which wishes him all love 
& good Will & today he undertook to handle me in a very indirect 
& unhandsome manner - but I concluded it was best to take no 
notice of his remarks neither did any other friend & the Meeting 
ended very quietly. — This friend is very bitter in his spirit 
towards many friends & why he should be against me who never did 
him any harm in my life either in word or Deed, I know not - 
I feel nothing but love for him & hope he may yet experience the 
Strong man to be bound hands & feet in him —

 November 11, Thursday: The French garrison at Dresden surrendered to the Allies.

British troops defeated American forces at Chrysler’s Farm, Montréal.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd 3rd, 4th & 5th Days / These Days have been occupied in taking 
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an Inventory of the Personal Estate of Saml Elam at his late 
residence at Portsmouth, Wm Rotch Junr was there, also Thos 
Arnold two days, whose company was very pleasant - conversation 
with Wm Rotch Junr was edifying & I may safely say that the time 
spent with him was to proffit both spiritually & temporally - -
It Rained so hard on fifth Day that we could not come from 
Portsmouth to attend Meeting - but I rode home in the Afternoon 
with Wm Rotch Junr. —

 December 13, Monday: James Robert Ballantyne was born at Kelso, Scotland, a nephew of the Ballantyne 
brothers whose publishing debts would in 1826 so embarrassed Sir Walter Scott.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 13 of 12 M / Rode to Portsmouth with Thos Hornsby to 
attend the Town Council we were appointed Appraisors to the 
Estate of Saml Elam & render’d in the Inventory which we had 
perviously taken - Wm Rotch Junn was there. —
Our Ride tho’ very cold was not was unpleasant as might have 
been expected —

 December 30, Thursday: Walter Savage Landor’s LETTERS TO THE COURIER, SIGNED CALVUS (a pamphlet).

Hannover annexed Hildesheim.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 12 M 1813 / I have concluded not to go to Portsmouth 
to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting & I have serious doubts 
whether the conclusion is right. The only excuse I can offer is 
that I was obliged to get up last night with a severe tooth Ach 
& slept but little sound sleep till after 3 OClock - but my face 
is easy this Morng & the day is very fine - this is the first 
time I have missed a Monthly Meeting in this Month since 
expiration of my Apprenticeship which is now eleven Years - I 
am however encouraged that I do not omit going easily - for it 
really occasions distress of mind & serious reflections. —
The foregoing was written in the Morng & from any thing I have 
gained in my buysness I might as well have been at Portsmouth -
Nothing I have undertaken has prospered in my hands -I undertook 
to put a Crystal to a Watch & broke two in doing it -I have been 
to work on a watch all day & every thing seemed to work against 
me - however my mind has been tender & my spirit humble for which 
I desire to be thankful —
With this day I complete my 32nd Year, which Also excites serious 
reflections
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 January 15, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 15 of 1 M / This evening I walked to Portsmouth to visit 
my Aged & much loved cousins Zacheus Chase & Wife — The next 
morning it was a severe SnowStorm which kept us within doors all 
Day & deprived me of Attending Meeting - The day however passed 
pleasantly & on 2nd day [Monday] morning I walked home & found 
it quite fatiguing to travel in the Snow, which however was not 
over my shoes except in a few places - I found my H & little son 
were well & done well in my absence.

 February 24, Thursday: When the Emperor Napoléon I reentered Troyes there was general rejoicing.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24 of 2 M / The riding was so exceedingly bad & withall 
a very rainy day, that I thought it imprudent to attempt to go 
to our Moy [Monthly] Meeting which was this day held at 
Portsmouth. - Nobody went from town but D Williams & his daughter 
Mary & they were obliged to stay out all night. —- It is not a 
little unpleasant to me to omit a Moy [Monthly] Meeting. I never 
do it but I feel the omission. -I rote this forenoon to my fr 
Obadiah Williams in Butternutts. - it is the first time since 
he left this Town. —

 March 9, Wednesday: At Chaumont southeast of Paris, Russia, Austria, Prussia, and Great Britain published 
a joint treaty creating these four countries as arbiters of the future to the exclusion of lesser powers, and 
pledging themselves to continue the war upon France as long as necessary and never conclude any separate 
peace. They backdated this document to March 1st.

Prussian troops made a surprise attack on the French at Laon sending them into headlong flight.

French forces in the south fell back to Lyons.

A British force including Lord William Bentinck landed at Livorno and made for Lucca.

Samuel Wesley’s Organ Concerto in C was performed for the initial time, at Covent Garden. The music had 
been intended for a concert on March 4th, but had not been ready — Wesley had finished it on March 5th and 
then he and Vincent Novello had spent the night copying parts. The manuscript was dated March 8th.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 9 of 3 M / Our friend Mary Bonsall accompanied by Hannah 
Elliot & George Williams of Philadelphia came to town day before 
Yesterday after a meeting at Connanicut in the forenoon -rested 
yesterday, & today attend Meeting at Portsmouth & expect to 

1814
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return to town this Afternoon. —

 April 20, Wednesday: The Emperor Napoléon I took leave of his Imperial Guard at Fontainebleau and 
departed with a retinue of 14 carriages toward the coast of France.

A mob attacked the Italian Senate in Milan, and the Finance Minister was tortured in an attempt to force him 
to give over the treasury.

Having received a parish vote of 30 yeas over 10 nays, the Reverend John White was ordained over the 3d 
parish in Dedham at a salary of $600 and ten cords of wood, the ordination sermon being preached by his own 
pastor, the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord (spirits, crackers, and cheese for the occasion cost $5.63).

JOHN WHITE [of Concord], son of Deacon John White, was born
December 2, 1787, graduated [at Harvard College] in 1805, and
was ordained over the third parish in Dedham April 20, 1814.31

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 20th of 4 M / Our friends returned this evening Which 
they spent at John Rodmans & at the close of it Abijah & William 
came & lodged with us. — we sat up till 11 OClock in agreeable 
conversation. - I understand by those who were there that 
Micajah was much favord in their Meeting at Portsmouth today. —

 April 21, Thursday: A 5-man provisional government took over in Lombardy.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 4th M 1814 / Our beloved friends Micajah Collins 
& his wife Wm Brown & Abijah Chase were at Meeting with us Wm 
Brown first appeared in testimony very sweet lively & fresh from 
the fountain then a little before the close Micajah in a short 
but very feeling manner gave us much good advice. - They dined 
with Br D Rodman, just before they set out I went up & found 
them in silence I joined with them & soon Micajah addressed us 
in a sweet & tender manner on the subject of parting from each 
other & gave us much precious advice which tender’d (I have no 
doubt) all hearts present. mine was very much so & a very solemn 
covering seem’d to be over us as I think I ever witnessed - They 
have just called at our Door to part with my dear H - leaving 
us under renew’d feelings of that love which length of time nor 
distance of Miles cannot separate. — They expect to lodge 
tonight at Benj Freeborns in Portsmouth & go on to Providence 
the next day, from whence they expect to go on westward, to 
return they know not when They have my full unity & near sympathy 
& very particularly dear Wm Brown who leaves at home a wife & 

31. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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two little children. —

 April 21, Thursday: A 5-man provisional government took over in Lombardy.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 4th M 1814 / Our beloved friends Micajah Collins 
& his wife Wm Brown & Abijah Chase were at Meeting with us Wm 
Brown first appeared in testimony very sweet lively & fresh from 
the fountain then a little before the close Micajah in a short 
but very feeling manner gave us much good advice. - They dined 
with Br D Rodman, just before they set out I went up & found 
them in silence I joined with them & soon Micajah addressed us 
in a sweet & tender manner on the subject of parting from each 
other & gave us much precious advice which tender’d (I have no 
doubt) all hearts present. mine was very much so & a very solemn 
covering seem’d to be over us as I think I ever witnessed - They 
have just called at our Door to part with my dear H - leaving 
us under renew’d feelings of that love which length of time nor 
distance of Miles cannot separate. — They expect to lodge 
tonight at Benj Freeborns in Portsmouth & go on to Providence 
the next day, from whence they expect to go on westward, to 
return they know not when They have my full unity & near sympathy 
& very particularly dear Wm Brown who leaves at home a wife & 
two little children. —

 June 25, Saturday: Austria regained sovereignty over Tirol.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 25th of 6 M 1814 / This forenoon by previous agreement 
Br John Rodman & I went to Portsmouth on our way stoped at the 
new Stone Factory now building in the crossroad near the Bridge 
on Lawtons Gulley. it is now nearly to the tops of the window 
frames of the second story & appears to be built in a substantial 
manner, after examining it a little we went to Thos Potters where 
I soon accomplished the little buisness I went upon. from there 
we crossed the field & went to Anne Anthonys, spent about 3 hours 
very agreeably & drank tea, then went to Peter Lawtons & finding 
him from home went down to I Lawtons & set the evening - returned 
to Peters & lodged & found him at home - Next Morng after 
breakfast we walked Down on Benj Motts farm to see the new 
factory their building of Stone by E W Lawton. Geo Engs & Co. 
which we found nearly in as great state of forwardness as the 
other, after walking round & contemplating a little on things 
around &c we bent our way to the Meeting house but found it early 
Meeting time & stepd to the Widow Almys where we rested a little 
& return’d to meeting, which was large solemn & silent, but I 
found the previous exercise I had taken was more than convenient 
for my body, & the mind unable to rise above it. a good degree 
of favor was however experienced. —After Meeting we walked to 
Uncle Sam Thurstons & dined. found him & wife settled more to 
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their minds than at their former residence, after dinner 
proceeded homeward, a shower overtook us & we halted a little 
at Rich Mitchells, took a little refreshment & came home with 
fatigued limbs - found my H & John at father Rodmans where I 
took a dish of Tea & came home. —
This visit without exceptions as to the outward is one of the 
most Pleasant I have had in many years. There seemed to be no 
alloy, we accomplished all we set our to do & a little more, 
which with a good degree of innocency attended our own minds & 
the scenery around, renderd it proffitable in a good degree, 
tho’ perhaps not so much divine favor attending the mind as at 
some others when the outward was less favourable.

 August 4, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 4 of 8 M / Rode with Sister Ruth to Portsmouth - My H 
went in a Chaise with Eliza being a good driver, & Ruth affraid 
to go with Eliza, caused our separation. — before meeting we 
stoped at Uncle Saml Thurstons - In the first Peter Hoxie was 
concernd in a lively testimony, then James Green sound orthodox 
& to my feelings very savory - Then Abel Collins in a 
supplication - Then Sylvester Weeks in testimony feelingly then 
Peter Hoxie addressed the Youth - then Abigail Robinson sound 
sweet & Savory — In the last being the Quarterly Meeting we had 
but little buisness - The answers to the Queries excited some 
feeling remarks from Wm Almy -John Casey & Peter Hoxie 
particularly on the appearance of defects in the Attendance of 
mid-week Meetings - but my mind was much more alarmed at the 
very cautious manner in which several of the answers stood 
respecting Love & Unity as for instance “Love & Unity measurably 
subsists among most friends” leaving room for much disunity to 
exist unnoticed. —
We all dined at Anne Anthonys. - towards night rode home & found 
our little John had done well with our Kind old neighbor Briggs 
who took care of him in our Absence.
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 September 12, Monday: The Swiss Diet accepted the cantons of Geneva, Valais, and Neuchâtel into its 
confederation.

The British advance on Baltimore was halted by the Maryland militia when British commander Major General 
Robert Ross was killed.

After the battle on Lake Champlain, the Vermont volunteers disbanded. Commodore Macdonough sent the 
wounded to his hospital on Crab Island. Trenches were dug to the south of the hospital tents, and as soldiers 
of one or the other side died their bodies were placed indiscriminately in these trenches. It was almost as if it 
didn’t matter what the fight had been about.

Later on these poorly buried bones in their fragments of uniform would begin to come to the surface, 
and would be noticeable for many years by random passers-by:

We passed close to the small island, called Crab-Island, to
which the dead and wounded of both fleets were carried, and which
was the common grave of hundreds of friends and foes. The
particular details of the scenes of horror which attended and
succeeded the [Battle of Plattsburg of September 11, 1814] — of
the shocking mutilations of the human form, in every imaginable
mode and degree, and of the appalling display on the beach, of
so many bodies, dead and wounded, preparatory to their
conveyance either to the hospital or the grave, I shall, for
obvious reason, omit. Even now, their bones, slightly buried on
a rocky island, are partly exposed to view, or being
occasionally turned up by the roots of trees, blown down by the
wind, shock the beholder, and their buttons, and other parts of
their clothes, (for the military dresses in which they were
slain, were also their winding sheets,) are often seen above the
ground. Long may it be, e’er the waters of this now peaceful
lake are again crimsoned with human blood.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 12 of 9 / Went Yesterday Afternoon to Portsmouth, got 
through with my buisness & took tea at Thos Potters in season 
to be at Cousin Zacheus Chases before dark where I spent the 
eveng & lodged. — took breakfast there next morning & before 
meeting went up to Peter Lawtons & set awhile —At Meeting our 
friend Wm Almy was concerned in a pertinent sound & lively 
testimony on the subject of War — & in solemn Supplication - - 
to me a good meeting — Returned from meeting to Cousin Z Chases 
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& dined - In the Afternoon took a Walk to the shore & on the 
side of the Gulley reviewing scenes which greatly delighted men 
in boyhood, & now Years more Mature, are not less so. — After 
tea Walked home & found my H & little son well, but Hannah not 
a little depressed from my absence & the many gloomy reports in 
circulation of threatened Invasion by the British —-
A town meeting was this day held to consider what was best to 
be done for the safty of the Town. some things were done but I 
felt no freedom to attend believing friends could not act in it 
with consistency & feeling something in my mind to say “Stand 
Still & see” - In the Meeting I was inform’d it was concluded 
to send away the public Records which I thought a prudent measure 
— & a motion was made by John Cahoon (a man bearing no good will 
to friends) that our Representatives be instructed to use their 
Influence in General Assembly to get the Law exempting friends 
from Military duty repealed, which was put to vote & the designs 
of this man & some others were frustrated by a very large 
Majority. —on being informed of This circumstance my mind was 
humbled & afresh adverted to what seemed so impressively to pass 
it in the Morning for sometime before & while the people were 
going up to the Meeting, with countenances bespeaking an 
agitated concern

 October 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 10 M / Rode to Portsmouth with my H to attend the 
Moy [Monthly] Meeting - In the first C R, H D & A S bore short 
testimonys -In the last we had not a great deal of buisness. - 
Daniel Chase was complain’d of by Portsmouth Prep Meeting for 
neglecting to pay his Depts - his case was committed to a 
committee which I fear will prove a trying one. — We dined at 
Uncle Saml Thurstons & rode home before dark. —

 December 10, Saturday: At the Congress of Vienna a committee of the Eight Powers was constituted, 
to investigate the feasibility of the total abolition of human enslavement.32

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 10th of 12 M / With a mind depressed I am going to 
Portsmouth this Afternoon to meet D Buffum & J Weeden tomorrow, 
to visit Davis Sherman - - Reached Cousin Zacheus Chases about 
Dark & in season to take tea with them my limbs were much 
fatigued, but passed the eveng agreeably with them. — next 
Morning 1st day [Sunday] was a Snow Storm but I footed it to 
Meeting & got there in season to dry myself & get comfortable 
before the people gathered. — The Meeting was silent & a season 

32. Notice how new and novel such an idea was — for instance, such an idea is not to be found being suggested or so much as 
contemplated anywhere in the Good Book, not even in the teachings of Jesus Christ. You could go to eleven Hollywood movies 
about the slave gladiator rebel Spartacus and be informed dramatically twenty-two times that this had been his fantasy of the perfect 
world — and twenty-two times you would be entertaining a fantastical historical feel-good preposterosity. Dreaming of being able 
to get along without slaves is sorta like our technological fantasy of being able to get along without the ringing of the telephone — 
it is an “emergent,” an idea that cannot arise until the conditions for its arising have fully emerged, conditions such as that things as 
they are have become dreary and distressing even for the owners of telephones.
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of struggle & exercise to me —
John Weeden & I dined at the Widow Shermans, where after dinner 
we had an opportunity with David which proved very exercising 
to me but before we left him were able to discover more 
tenderness in him than on any former opportunity, yet could not 
discover so much of a right disposition in him as we desired. I 
think my mind was never so enlarged in any similar opportunity 
& was a season of instruction — From there I went to Uncle Saml 
Thurstons took tea & set the eveng very agreaably with them —
Lodged & this morning again footed it home thro’ the Snow, which 
was a fatiguing journey as any I have taken in a long time found 
my beloved Wife & little Son had been well & done well in my 
absence for which I feel thankful as for my own Wellfare. — This 
eveng I have the tooth Ach. I suppose the effects of cold taken 
in Walking into town

 December 29, Thursday: Edward Jesse’s father, the Reverend William Jesse, died in his 77th year at West 
Bromwich.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 12 M / Quite to my disappointment & sorrow my Wife 
was this Morning taken with a violent sick headache which 
prevented her going to Portsmouth with me to attend the Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting - I took Sister Mary in the Chaise with me on 
the way thither we stoped a few minutes at Uncle Saml Thurstons 
& warmed & refreshed our selves & got to meeting in season. Our 
first meeting was silent & I thought favor’d with life: - In the 
last Discipline Hannah Dennis paid us a visit in Gospel love 
which was very acceptable to the Meeting. I do not think I ever 
heard her with more Life or better Authority. — Job Weeden & 
Almy Chase published their intentions of Marriage with each 
other. — The case of D Sherman was refer’d at the request of the 
committee & that of L Gould Junr at my request feeling my mind 
much exercised at the prospect of his being disowned at that 
Meeting. — On the whole it proved a Season of deep instruction 
to my mind & I believe enlargement. We dined at Richd Mitchells 
& rode home before dark finding my dear H relieved from her 
headache but quite feeble.

 March 30, Thursday: In Rimini, Joachim Murat, former King of Naples and brother-in-law of the 
international outlaw Napoléon Bonaparte, proclaimed the independence of Italy. He declared war on Austria.

Mehmed Emin Rauf Pasha replaced Hursid Ahmed Pasha as Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1815

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


144 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

5th day 30th of 3rd M 1815 / In our first meeting we had a Short 
testimony. — In the last (Monthly) we had much buisness but all 
pretty much refered - Wm Potter of Portsmouth requested 
membership which was refered to a committee — Geo Davis & Son 
dined with us.

 May 1, Monday: Luigi Cherbini conducted the premiere of his Symphony in D with the Royal Philharmonic 
Society in London.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 1 of 5 M 1815 / We find our friends J Heald & J Boulton 
to be solid deep friends John a solid minister & James an Elder 
—having a meeting appointed at Portsmouth today I accompanied 
them thither & on the way stoped at S Thurstons — At Meeting 
John was quite shut up & at the close told us that he had 
endeavord to attend to duty as closely as he was capable of but 
had not seen a moment when it was Safe for him to communicate 
one word in the ministry — We dined & took tea at Uncle Richd 
Mitchells, rode to town & stoped at D Williams & set the eveng 
& returned to our house to lodge — Their company maky — a little 
more more [illegible] H but she is glad to accompany [illegible] 
sympathy —
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 May 6, Saturday: Nicolò Paganini was arrested and imprisoned in Genoa on the charge of abducting and 
“abusing the innocence” of 17-year-old Angiolina Cavanna, daughter of Ferdinando Cavanna, a poor tailor 
(they had gone together from Genoa to Parma during the previous October but he had abandoned her during 
December because of her pregnancy).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 6th 5 M 1815 / Rote two letters to Little Compton 
announcing Meetings there on 2nd day [Monday] next - Acoaxet 
on 3rd day & at Center [Westport?} on 4th day — Our friends J 
Heald & J Boutlon will be at Portsmouth & at Tiverton tomorrow 
The former is the morng & the latter in the afternoon

 May 13, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 13 of 5 M / I had calculated to go to Portsmouth this 
Afternoon to visit My Cousins Zacheus Chase & family, but such 
is the uncertainty of things - my wife is much engaged in 
cleaning house [illegible] can not spare me, my attention being 
requisite to John, besides the sky is overcast & the air raw, 
which renders the walk less desirable & two of Brother Isaacs 
children & two of Br Davids are quite sick probably coming down 
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with the Measils & it is likely John may have the [next three 
lines illegible]

 May 20, Tuesday: Nicolò Paganini sued Ferdinando Cavanna, father of pregnant 17-year-old Angiolina 
Cavanna, for extortion.

Stephen Decatur sailed from New-York for the Mediterranean with a fleet of 10 ships, to deal with the Barbary 
pirates.

Sir Ralph Milbanke obtained authorization from the Prince-Regent to take the name and arms of Noel.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th [sic] day 20th of 5 M 1815 / Disappointments are often the 
lor of all - I cannot help feeling one of Minor importance in a 
considerable degree I had calculated on going this Afternoon to 
Portsmouth to visit my beloved Relations Zacheus Chase & his 
wife, but the weather is so cool & the ground so wet that it 
looks like an unfavorable time. — As the probability is from the 
age of my afore mentioned relations - the loved & greatly beloved 
scenes of my youth will not long remain unbroken I am a little 
disappointed in not being able to go conveniently, but 
disappointments are frequently good for us. & Such minor ones 
being patiently submitted to may tend to insure the mind to 
greatr[?] ones

 May 25,Thursday: Washington Irving embarked upon a 17-year expedition through Europe.

Prussia annexed the Duchy of Aremberg, the Principality of Rheina-Wolbeck, the Counties of Rietberg, Salm-
Horstmar, and Steinfurt, the southern part of Münster, and the City of Dortmund. Essen, Paderborn, and 
Minden were returned to Prussia. Part of northern Münster was transferred to Hannover.

Adam Czartoryski’s PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE POLISH KINGDOM was published in Vienna. 
This guaranteed independence to Poland, with an independent judiciary and civil rights for peasants and Jews.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25 of 5 M / Our first Meeting was silent & I believe a 
low season In the mast (Monthly Meeting) we had a low & 
exercising season I was so under the hatches that I scarcely 
opened my mouth to help the buisness forward at all - The 
committee report respecting the state of society was considerd 
but from some cause it labord so hard that no way opened to 
appoint a committee to labor for the help of the weak or those 
who needed council & the case was referd to next Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting —Testimony respecting Danl & H Chase were agreed on & 
directed to be renderd[?] - but among other of the exercising 
subjects [—?] pleasant nature occur’d which was a report from 
Susanna Sherman of Portsmouth to be admitted to Membership Wmm 
Mitchell from Nine Partners attended & made some few pertinent 
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remarks — Benj Mott Peter Lawton [—illegible—] with us

 August 5, Saturday: The new 44-gun frigate USS Java (so named after a British vessel defeated by the 
Americans) got underway from the shipyard of Flannigan & Parsons at Baltimore, Maryland. Captain Oliver 
Hazard Perry would pick up spare rigging at Hampton Roads and New York before sailing the new vessel to 
Newport, Rhode Island to recruit its crew. The frigate would stand out from Newport in the face of a bitter gale 
on January 22, 1816 on the way to the Mediterranean but a mast would snap with 10 men aloft, killing 5. 
During April the vessel would be off Algiers as Captain Perry attempted under flag of truce to persuade the 
Dey of Algiers to honor a treaty he had signed. It would sail to Tripoli with the USS Constellation, the USS 
Ontario, and the USS Erie in a display of the new strength of the United States of America. After visiting the 
ports of Syracuse, Messina, Palermo, Tunis, Gibraltar, and Naples, the frigate would return to Newport early 
in 1817 and be taken in for restoration at the naval yards of Boston.

Austria demanded the return of all art works taken by Napoléon Bonaparte from its lands (including from 
northern Italy).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 5th of 8 M 1815 / The Audit met at father Rodmans to 
settle inventory [?] of the Meeting at the past year — Benj Mott 
was with him [two illegible lines] to Portsmouth with I 
accordingly [—-] steped into his Chaise & rode with him to 
Cousin Zacheus Chases where I found them as comfortable as old 
folks [the last half of this page too faint to read]

 December 1, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 1st of 12 M 1815 / Rode This morning to Portsmouth with 
Brother Isaac to attend the funeral of Phebe Chase wife of my 
cousin Isaac Chase who departed this life quietly about 6 OClock 
in the evening last 3rd day. We got to the house about 1 / 2 an 
hour after the funeral had moved & the air being very cool & we 
suffering with the cold concluded to go in & set a little while 
in Silent Sympathy with cousin Isaac & his family & found him & 
one of his Sons So much unwell as to be unable to leave the room 
- the funeral was At 10 OClock Am & at 12 at the meeting house. 
The latter circumstance we were not acquainted with or as cold 
as it was we should have rode on & endeavored to have overtaken 
the funeral. —

 December 7, Thursday: Elizabeth Hussey Whittier was born. (It is necessary to disambiguate between two 
persons of this name, one having been the sister of John Greenleaf Whittier and the other his niece, called 
“Lizzie.” This is the sister.)

Marshal Michel Ney was executed by firing squad in a Paris street (he would be the only one of Napoléon 
Bonaparte’s marshals to be put to death).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5th day 7th of 12 M / Our meeting was Small on the womens side 
of the house in consequence of the Rain - I thought it a season 
of favor, tho’ “Jacob was very small” Yet a current of life 
appear’d to flow. - Hannah Dennis was very lively her opening 
was “Is there no balm in Gilead & is there not a Physician 
there.” In the forepart of the meeting Jonathon Dennis requested 
that we set more compact which was repeated by father Rodman - 
Friends have heretofore been in the habit of Sitting scattering, 
Some near the door, whose age and standing would render a forward 
seat more appropriate. -
Last eveng about 10 OClock Died at Portsmouth Ruth Bringhurst 
widow of James Bringhurst late of Philadelphia —

 December 28, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 12 M / Rode with Sister Ruth to Portsmouth to 
attend the Monthly Meeting - found ourselves very cold by the 
time we got to Uncle S Thurstons where we stoped & warmed, then 
rode to meeting. - In the first H Dennis prayed - In the last 
we had but little buisness, but life was apparently so low that 
it took us a considerable time to transact it —Wfter meeting we 
dined at Uncle Thurstons & rode home -
Mt H had concluded to go to Portsmouth last night, but her own 
& Johns indisposition prevented this morning —
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 February 29, Thursday: Friend Elias Hicks the traveling Quaker minister appeared at the meetinghouse in 
Little Compton, Rhode Island:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 2nd M 1816 / Rode this Morning with my H to 
Portsmouth to Attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting stoped at Uncle 
Thurstons & left John who we took along with us — from thence 
to the meeting house where we found the gathering larger than 
usual a large number expecting to meet Elias Hicks but were 
disappointed he being today at L Compton — May Hicks appeard in 
supplication & H Dennis in testimony very lively & pertinent. — 
In the last meeting we had considerable buisness - the case of 
poor D C again refere’d Daniel Cobb of Gorham (Mane) & Ruth Almy 
Daughter of the late Peleg Almy published their intentions of 
marriage & the meeting was adjourned to the 19th of Next M for 
them to receive their answer — We dined & Uncle Thurstons & in 
consequence of the very hevy travelling -left Hannah & John 
there & roder home alone—

1816
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 March 2, Saturday: The King of Kandy (Sri Lanka) was deposed.

Friend Elias Hicks the traveling Quaker minister arrived in Newport, Rhode Island. Friend Stephen Wanton 
Gould was lonesome for his wife and child, who were visiting in nearby Portsmouth:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 2nd of 3rd M / Elias Hicks & his companion Isaac Hicks 
arrived in Town the Afternoon. —
What a poor lonely creature man is ? without a Wife ! Tho’ I get 
along comfortably & Sister Ruth came down & swept out the rooms 
&c for me this afternoon, yet I begin very much to miss my dear 
H & little John - should have gone to Portsmouth after them this 
Afternoon had it not been very Rainy

 March 3, Sunday: Spain had protested against the fitting out in US ports of vessels that were to sail under the 
flags of her revolted South American provinces, and to assist Texas and Mexico, which also had rebelled. The 
US Congress therefore passed an act forbidding the fitting out within the jurisdiction of the United States of 
any vessel to cruise against any power with which the United States was at peace. A fine of $10,000 and 
imprisonment not to exceed 10 years were to be the penalties for engaging to fit out any such vessel. 

Friend Elias Hicks was present at the Quaker worship in Newport, Rhode Island, and expounded for some 
couple of hours:

1st day 3rd of 3rd M / Rose this Morning very Early & rode to 
Portsmouth to bring my H & John to Town reached Uncle Thurstons 
while they were eating breakfast & return’d with them before 
Meeting time. — At Meeting we had Elias Hicks - soon After I 
took my seat my mind became engaged earnestly to be centered on 

ELIAS HICKS
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the true minister without dependance on any outward instrument 
& while I was thus engaged & had in good measure succeeded in 
getting my mind fixed Abigail Robinsons rose & expressed her 
concern that we might so fix our minds on Jesus Christ who was 
ever ready to help all who call upon him As to render our 
meetings proffitable, tho’ the instruments might have nothing 
to communicate this she did in short but very neat & feeling 
testimony which I have no doubt reached the witness in many minds 
— Then Elias was engaged in a testimony about two hours long 
wherein he advanced Many Truths with a good Share of Gospel 
Authority, & some Ideas which I considered speculative one of 
which I very much Doubt which is that the Slave Trade has been 
productive of more evil in the world than War - My opinion is 
that War has been productive of more Evil by far than the Slave 
Trade — At the close of the Meeting it was requested that general 
information be given to the inhabitants of the Town of his being 
here but as meeting held till nearly two OClock & Our Meeting 
beginning at 3 OClock, but little information was spread & the 
gathering was but very little larger than in the morning -Elias 
was not very extensive in communication; his chief concern was 
towards those who were desirous to find Peace, but were unable 
to in consequence of the many hindrances that were in the way 
these he pointed to the right & sure way & addressed the Youth 
most excellently - what he said in the Afternoon was in my 
opinion without exception, & I desire not to be found to rigidly 
in the seat of judgement with respect to what he said in the 
forenoon, but I must say many things that he did say were to my 
understanding doubtful - he is a great Doctrinal preacher & I 
have no doubt is highly favor’d & has done much good in the 
World, Yet however has carried some points to far. — L Clarke & 
Br J Rodman set the evening with us. —
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 March 21, Thursday: The Principality of Isenburg-Birstein was annexed by Hesse-Darmstadt.

In the Jerusalemkirche of Berlin, four children of Abraham and Lea Mendelssohn –Fanny, Felix, Rebecka, and 
Paul– were secretly baptized into the Lutheran faith. Felix was given the added names Jakob Ludwig. Fanny 
was baptized as Cäcilie.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 3rd M 1816 / Understood this morning that the 
adjournment of the M Meeting on third day was attended by a 
number sufficient to answer the purposes of the meeting & that 
Elizabeth Freeborn was buried at the time appointed & that 
Yesterday Daniel Cobb & Ruth Almy was married at Portsmouth 
Meeting House. —
Meeting pretty well attended considering the sloppy Walking in 
the first a short testimony In the last (Preparative) Daniel 
Gould was reported for having married out of the order of Society 
- & David Buffum Jr was appointed Clerk in the place of Br D 
Rodman having resigned - In the Womens Meeting Mary Williams Jr 
was appointed Clerk in place of Sister Ruth resigned, having 
found her new appointment in the Moy [Monthly] Meeting a 
sufficient charge.
This Afternoon rec’d a letter from Aunt M Stanton. -

 April 25, Thursday: The Reverend Abiel Holmes’s NOTE ON AN ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT: ASCERTAINED TO BE 
A PART OF GOVERNOUR WINTHROP’S JOURNAL, COMMUNICATED TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 25 APRIL, 
1816 (analysis of a part of Governor John Winthrop’s JOURNAL).

The US Congress appropriated $1,000,000 annually to the increase of the Navy.

George Gordon, Lord Byron saw the white cliffs of the English shore for the final time.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 4th M / Rode to Portsmouth with Sister Ruth to 
attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting - first meeting silent - the 
last we had considerable buisness which was transacted in 
harmony - We dined at Sam Thurstons - & rode home before sunset 
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- My H & son passed the day at father Rodmans in my absence —

 June 29, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 29th of 6th M / Early this morning departed this life 
at Portsmouth Preserved Fish about 68 Years, he was a 
respectable friend - & his funeral we understand is to be on 2nd 
day [Monday] next.

 July 1, Monday: In Portsmouth, Rhode Island, the body of Preserved Fish was buried.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 1st of 7th M 1816 / My Mother Aunt Patty Stanton & my 
Wife & I took tea at Thos Robinsons - a very pleasant Afternoon 
to us indeed —

 August 29, Thursday: Percy Bysshe Shelley, Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft, and Clare Clairmont left Geneva 
to return to England.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 8th M / Rode to Portsmouth with Sister Mary & 
John in the Chaise & attended the Moy [Monthly] Meeting, - stoped 
on the way thither at Uncle Thurstons — At Meeting D Buffum 
preached very lively - & a pretty good meeting to me —
In the last we had considerable buisness some of which labor’d 
& occasioned some pretty smart remarks, particularly a 
communication from So Kingston Moy [Monthly] Meeting respecting 
a matter between R Hazard & T R Williams —-
Daniel Gould was restored to membership & I hope he may prove 
more useful to society than he has hither to been
We dined at Anne Anthonys after which we rode to the new Cotton 
factory in Motts Gulley after taking a View of it we return’d 
to tea & then rode home by a little after sun set —

 November: The United States Bank was organized in Philadelphia, with branches at Boston, New York, and 
Baltimore. Other branches were soon opened at Portsmouth and Providence in Rhode Island, Middletown in 
Connecticut, Washington, Richmond, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, New Orleans, Lexington, and 
Cincinnati, and soon after at Louisville, Chillicothe, Pittsburg, Fayetteville, and Augusta.
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 December 5, Thursday: The Reverend Robert Finley, an activist in the American Colonization Society, wrote 
to Captain Paul Cuffe about how unhappy the free Negroes of America were going to remain, “as long as they 
continue among the whites.” This white man somehow knew that these black man were going to be unhappy. 
So how could they be made happy, he asked? –Well, he suggested, we could “place them perhaps in Africa.”33

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 5th of 12 M 1816 / Meeting was attended as well as usual.
silent & to me rather a barran season. —

 March 21, Friday: Charles Henry Shattuck was born in Concord, Massachusetts, 1st child of Daniel Shattuck 
and Betsey Miles Shattuck.

Rochesterville, New York was incorporated (including the village of Frankfort, which it annexed, its 
population was 700 — eventually this would all become Rochester). Francis Brown was elected the 1st mayor. 
A mill was being built on Water Street. This spring, floods would damage the business section. In this year 
Elisha Johnson and Orson Seymour would lay out a subdivision on the east bank of the Genesee River. Austin 
Steward, a freed black man, was opening a meat market on West Main Street (local white competitors would 
deface his business signs with black paint, but eventually this would cease).

Edward Scrantom, a white abolitionist who had helped the freed Austin Steward with his belated education, 
would later comment upon this incident:

33. So explain this relative unhappiness to me, please, as there seem to be three possibilities: is the black man somewhat unhappier 
than the white man, that the black man is in America? –Or are the white man and the black man approximately equally unhappy, 
that the black man is in America? –Or is the black man slightly less unhappy than the white man, that the black man is in America? 
Inquiring minds want to know. Is it the black man who is going to be happier, when the black man is back in Africa where he 
belongs, or is it the white man who is going to be happier, when the black man is back in Africa where he belongs, or, perchance, 
are they both going to be equally happy once the white man is alone in America and the black man alone in Africa?

1817
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...the outrage and indignity offered you in Rochester, by white
competitors on no other ground than that of color.34 I saw your
bitter tears, and recollect assuring you — what afterwards
proved true — that justice would overtake the offenders, and
that you would live to see these enemies bite the dust!

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd M 21 1817 6th day / I have been favor’d with the precious 
incomes of love & life this morning, much to my consolation. —
How precious it is to feel the Streams to flow after a season 
of dearth in the mind, it excites gratitude, & oh that it may 
continue. —

 April 24, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 4 M / I had concluded yesterday that I could not 
go to Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting held there 
to day in consequence of the pressure of my own buisness, which 
is much behind owning to the many concerns which devolved upon 
me in discharging the duties of an Executor to the widow Potter, 
besides which I am looking towards the Quarterly Meeting to be 
held at Greenwich next week which renders it necessary to attend 
& get things in readiness to leave behind - & even if this had 
not been on the Wheel I hardly think I should have attempted to 
have gone to Portsmouth as it is a violent South East Storm of 
wind & Rain. — My mind is however much with my brethren now 
assembled or perhaps assembling (as it is not yet eleven OClock) 
at Portsmouth meeting house. —Several concerns is like to come 
before them in which I feel interested, particularly Jamestown 
meetings. I should be glad to lend my feeble aid in helping the 
few friends on that Island, again to sit together, in a meeting 
capasity, & I feel as much concern for those who are not members 
who would be likely to sit with them, from belief that Some among 
them feel the privation almost as much as friends

 April 27, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 27 of 4 M / Both our meetings silent & pretty well 
attended - John Williams son of Obadiah arrived in Town Several 
are very Sick at Portsmouth, the throat Distemper is prevalent. 
Isaac Chases Daughter Mary is very low with it — Isaac Almy son 
of Holder is also very low with a fever. —

34. The indignity spoken of was this: Mr. Steward had established a grocery and provision store on Buffalo Street, in a part of Abner 
Wakelee’s building, opposite the Eagle Hotel. He put up his sign, a very plain and proper one, and at night, some competitors, whom 
he knew, as well as he could know anything which he could not prove, smeared his sign with black paint, utterly destroying it! 
But the misguided men who stooped to such an act –the victims of sensuality and excess– have years ago ended their journey, 
and passed to the bar of a higher adjudication.
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 May 3, Saturday: Greatly depressed and highly agitated, Samuel Wesley went to stay with his mother. He so 
worried his sister Sarah that she hired a person to watch him.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 3rd of 5 M 1817 / We learn this morning that Isaac Almy 
son of the late Holder Almy departed this life at Portsmouth 
about 7 OC last evening. —

 May 4, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 4th of 5 M / About 1 OClock this morning my dear & much 
loved Cousin ALICE CHASE departed this life at her residence in 
Portsmouth her disorder was the Throat Distemper or Canker Rash, 
which terminated very quick. She was taken while I was absent 
at Quarterly Meeting. — with the removal of her dear father the 
chain of happiness as respects myself was broken in that family 
& now another link is gone, Alass! we shall all soon be gone — 
I have loved her from childhood & I believe our love was 
reciprocal - & on my part will be remembered while I live
Our morning meeting was silent & rather small Several gone to 
Portsmouth to attend I Almys funeral & some to Connannicut on 
the committee to open the Meeting.

 May 29, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 5 M / Our first meeting was silent the buisness 
of the last (Moy [Monthly] Meeting) was pretty well conducted, 
a trying occurrence was expected but was averted - the overseers 
of Portsmouth Preparative Meeting were again proposed & 
reappointed by the Moy [Monthly] Meeting. —
Uncle Saml Thurston & wife. Eliza Freeborn Ann[?] Anthony Aunt 
Sarah Almy & Go Dennis Dined with us. —

 June 22, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 21st [sic] of 6th M 1817 / Hannah Evans & Hannah Shinn 
were at Meeting at Portsmouth today. —

 June 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th day 26th of 6the M 1817 / Moy [Monthly] Meeting at Portsmouth 
- my mind was exercised in the morning about going & seem’d to 
turn on going tho’ much doubt remaining, yet made arrangements 
to go, but on going up stairs to put on some cloaths - My H 
mentioned that she was quite unwell, which determined me not to 
go - seldom has my feelings been more between the two drifts of 
going & not going — I knew that ELder Griffin was to be there & 
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Hannah G Fields -yet I could find no particular concern that was 
to come before the meeting that clamed[sic] my Thought 
particularly — & as that was the case & feeling in no small 
matter to leave home when my buisness was behind hand, & pay 
$1.50 cents for chaise hire when I was in posssession of so 
little money, were circumstances that weighed heavily against 
it. — Yet to leave a meeting meerly under such circumstances was 
trying. After my H said she was unwell the point turned & I felt 
easy to stay at home, for I remembered the Moy [Monthly] Meeting 
of the 8th M 1810 when I went & when I returned found our son 
Caleb had died in my Absence — perhaps this & some other 
circumstances when I have left home & I returned & not found 
thigs as I felt them opperated rather too much - but I have not 
felt any uneasiness at giving up the inclination I felt to go. —

 July 10, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 10 of 7 M / Rowland Greene & Anne Almy are visiting 
family at Portsmouth. They came to town & were at meeting with 
us today - Anne preached sweetly — After meeting had a conference 
with Uncle Wm Mitchell on the subject of his letters to me, not 
to satisfaction, this is matter of deep regret to my feelings-
D Buffum & R Mitchell were present & I have the satisfaction of 
their Approbation. —

 July 27, Sunday:Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 27 of 7 M / In the forenoon Meeting our fr D Buffum was 
engaged in a lively wise & well adapted Testimony on the subject 
of Brotherly love on which subjects he labored much & I hope to 
good effects. - father R also had a few words to communicate. -
In the Afternoon Attended the funeral of Mary Perry - at the 
head of the town D Rodman & I took a Chaise & proceeded to 
Portsmouth as bearers where the corpse was intered on the farm 
late the Property of Aaron Chase Dscs. after the funeral David 
& I returned home by the way of Sesauwest Beach which made a 
pleasant Ride.

 August 7, Thursday: The Lyceum, or English Opera House, for the 1st time illuminated its stage by gas light.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 7th of 8th M 1817 / Rode to Portsmouth with my H & John 
to attend the Quarterly Meeting — stoped at Saml Thurstons.
At meeting Thos Antony opened the service in a livey & Very 
impressive testimony & from the near love I have long borne for 
my dear friend & brother Thos I felt a degree of humble rejoicing 
on his account — Isaac Thorn was then concerned in a lively long 
& pertinent testimony after which the meeting ended. In the last 
considerable time was occupied in the various concerns that were 
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before us. — Peter Hoxie was liberated to pay a religious visit 
to friends in some parts of N York State. — S Kingston Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting recommend Henry Knowles as a minister which 
was refered to next Quarterly Meeting. — We dined at Anne 
Anthonys. & rode home. —
This morning John Gould Lawton son of Isaac Lawton departed this 
life at Portsmouth in the 16th Year of his Age —

 August 8, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 8 of 8 M / Isaac Thorn came to town this morning — After 
dinner, I went to Portsmouth with him to attend the funeral of 
my cousin John Gould Lawton, son of Isaac Lawton, where Isaac 
had much to communicate to the people in a very lively & 
satisfactory manner. - after the funeral was over, we rode to 
David Buffums & took tea, left the horses, walked home & found 
Sister Ruth & Mary. —Job Sherman came in, we soon fell into 
silence & Isaac addressed Job in a feeling & discerning manner, 
which proved an affecting Season to Job & some others present. 
— Isaac Lodged with us, & we felt glad to have his company

3rd day 8 M 19 1817 [garbled date of posting of letter?] / This 
afternoon rec’d a letter from Ann Yarnell of Philadelphia 
respecting Benjn Doyen by which I entertain some suspicions of 
his being a true man, it appears that he has given her a 
different account from that which he gave us - but a little time 
[? must] elapse before a correct judgement can be formed.

 October 5, Sunday: In Charlottesville, President James Monroe laid the cornerstone of the University of 
Virginia.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 5 of 10 M / Our forenoon Meeting was large & attended 
by a number such as perhaps are called “Gentry” in Ancient 
friends journals —David Buffum was large for him on the subject 
of the operation of the Spirit - Father Rodman a few words & 
Mary Morton set her seal to the whole very sweetly.- 
In the Afternoon took Sister Ruth to Portsmouth in Chaise my H 
being almost sick with a old, & rode to Portsmouth to attend the 
funeral of our goodly Ancient friend Isaac Sherman, where we 
found a very great assemblage of People, who conducted in a very 
solid manner. —

 October 30, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30th of 10 M / My H not being well - took Sister Ruth & 
rode to Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting, on the 
way stoped & warmed ourselves at Uncle Thurstons - At the first 
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meeting it was a poor time to me, tho’ I believe others were 
favord with bread Jonathon Dennis delivered a short testimony 
which was followed by another from his wife - then David Buffum, 
not lengthy but very lively & impressive & it appeard to me that 
the condition of the meeting was betterd after it —
In the last meeting was had considerable buisness with which we 
got along with harmony & I trust love. — Tho’ under an humbling 
sense of my own deficiencis, yet it seemed right to me to engage 
a little in the concerns that came before us, which has not 
occasioned uneasiness but rather afforded the reflection of 
having endeavord to be doing a “little of that my hands find to 
do, in my day in society. —
Dined at Uncle Thurstons & rode home —

 Christmas Day: On the previous evening two officers at Fort Independence on Castle Island had been playing 
cards, and one had accused the other of cheating. On this day the two officers fought a duel and one of them, 
Lieutenant Robert Massie, was killed — whereupon that lieutenant’s friends are said to have taken the survivor 
down into the bowels of the fortification and shackled him to the floor of a tiny chamber which they then 
walled up.35

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25 of 12 M 1817 / My H being unwell with a pain in her 
side & distress on her lungs - I rode to Portsmouth with Sister 
Ruth & Attended our Moy [Monthly] Meeting —
In the first - A Sherman H Dennis & D Buffum appear’d in 
testimony — In the last we had but little buisness. — We dined 
at R Mitchell & rode home - & a very muddy ride it was

35. “Edgar A. Perry” would, as an 18-year old enlistee, serve in Battery H of the 1st Artillery on this island and, in later life as Edgar 
Allan Poe, although making the setting of his famous short story “The Cask of Amontillado” the catacombs of a European 
nobleman, may well have been basing the story on this grisly American incident of retribution. The incident seems to be factual, 
or at any rate, in 1905 when some workmen were renovating the fort they are said to have knocked down a wall and to have 
discovered behind it a skeleton in the remnants of an archaic military uniform.
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 February 26, Thursday: This was Queen Charlotte’s 74th birthday and, as she was in poor health, it was 
expected correctly to be her last. A drawing room event was arranged at her Majesty’s Palace, and the event 
would be duly reported by The Times on the following day (copied here). Proper cushions were provided, on 
which her Majesty could stand or lean to enable her to go through the fatigue of a crowded court. At one 
o’clock there was a salute of artillery in the Park and the Tower; and that no inappropriate sight might interfere 
with the rejoicings usual to a birthday fete, all those persons who were in family mourning, put it off for that 
day and glittered in colors more suitable for the occasion. The guards, on horse and foot, under the 
superintendence of the police, were distributed through all the usual stations, and maintained the most perfect 
order. An immense multitude of spectators were collected together in spite of the rain and cold. The court 
visitors were also very numerous; they began to arrive at one o’clock, and continued setting down till past 
three. At half past three the Prince Regent arrived with his usual suite of attendants and was followed by the 
usual train of life-guards. His Royal Highness was, of course, received with all the ceremonies due to the 
Sovereign. The Duke and Duchess of York, the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, and the Princess Sophia of 
Gloucester went in State, escorted by parties of life-guards. The Duke of Sussex went in private. The Prince 
of Hesse-Homberg went in one of the Regent’s carriages, was escorted by Life Guards, and was received with 
the same military honours as the Royal Family. The Speaker of the House of Commons, the Master of the Rolls 
and the Vice-Chancellor, went in state and were presented on their late appointments. The Austrian 
Ambassador, the Spanish Ambassador, accompanied by his lady, and the American Plenipotentiary with his 
lady, severally went in state. Mrs. Rush, the wife of the American Minister, was presented to the Queen by 
Lady Castlereagh. Mr. Smith and Mr. Taylor, attached to the embassy were presented by his Excellency. The 
Prince of Hesse-Homberg was presented to the Queen by Lord Stewart, our Ambassador to Vienna, but who 
is now at home on leave. There were present, the Lord Chancellor and the Regent's cabinet ministers, the Great 
Officers of State, the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of London, Mr. Sheriff Desagne, Mr. Sheriff Alderson, 
the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, the Dean of Windsor, the Dean of Westminster, the Provost of 
Eton, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, the Lord Primate of Ireland, &c.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26th of 2nd M / It is Moy [Monthly] Meeting at 
Portsmouth, taking every thing into consideration I concluded 
to stay at Home but I do not know that it was a right conclusion. 
Yet on feeling over the subject this evening do not see or find 
condemnation

 March 12, Thursday: Overture in the Italian Style for two pianos, eight hands by Franz Schubert was 
performed for the initial time, in the Gasthof “zum römischen Kaiser” of Vienna.

After having spent some time in London, Percy Bysshe Shelley and Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley 
departed for the Continent accompanied by Claire Clairmont, three children, and two servants — Amelia 
(Milly) Shields and Louise (Elise) Duvillard.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 12th of 3rd M 1818 / Our meeting was small & silent & 
to me a very comfortable Season - a considerable many of our 
members were absent to attend the funeral of our friend Ruth 

1818
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Sherman which was at 2 OClock at the Meeting house, which I 
understood was a favord time Ruth Davis appeared in supplication 
& H Dennis & Obadiah Davis in Testimony & Obadiah was also 
engaged in a few words at the grave
She is the last of the old Standards that used to set on the 
high Seat when I was a boy She died last second day evening at 
her house in Portsmouth Aged about 77 Years. —

 April 21, Tuesday: Franz Seraphicus Grillparzer’s “Sappho” premiered in Vienna.

Henry Wheeler Shaw (“Josh Billings”) was born.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

3rd day 21st of 4 M / This forenoon took Chaise with Aunt Stanton 
& rode to Portsmouth to look at a small place which she has had 
some thoughts of Purchasing - We dined with cousin Isaac Chase 
— where I felt thankful my lot was cast when I arrived there I 
was informed of a disagreeable circumstance between one of his 
sons & a woman who lives in the family. - After dinner my mind 
was impressed with the necessity of taking a solid opportunity 
with him on the subject which tho’ much in the cross I submitted 
to & laid before him the consequences of such a connection with 
the ability then afforded. he received my communication very 
kindly & if it does not tend to break it up I have the 
satisfaction of doing what [I] could in season, & feel the 
reward of peace for this little dedication in the cause of Truth 
& to support The testimonies of Society - We then rode to Abner 
Cundels saw his farm & returned home. —

 April 30, Thursday: Chauncey R. Watson secured US Patent #203,226 for an improvement in the doors of 
grain cars (it would later be determined by the US Supreme Court that this patent should not have been issued, 
and was null and void, because although Watson’s improvement may well have been novel and may well have 
proven useful, it had  not arisen from “the exercise of the inventive faculty” — you can get off the train now, 
Chauncey).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th day 30th of 4 M / Finding Aunt M Wanton to lay about as she 
has done for several days past - Took Sister Ruth in a Chaise 
(my H being quite unwell) & went to Portsmouth to attend the Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting - the forepart of the first meeting was to me 
a season of favor & I thought of general solemnity - H Dennis & 
A Sherman offered short testimonys — In the last we had 
considerable buisness. — which succeeded considering all things 
as well as could be expected - Ebenezer Metcalf & Phebe Almy 
published their intentions of marriage - We dined at Richard 
Mitchells - then rode home found Aunt M Wanton much as we left 
her surprising instance of suffering humanity —
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 June: The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends at Portsmouth was informed by 
its Meeting for Sufferings committee that the construction of Yearly Meeting School was so far completed that 
the building in Providence, Rhode Island might be made us of during the following winter. The hiring of staff 
was authorized. Friends Stephen Wanton Gould and Lydia Gould of Newport would be serving as Assistant 
Superintendents.

 June 12, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 12th of 6 M / Several friends have arrived to attend the 
Yearly Meeting who I hope will add weight by their presence. —
My feelings have been quite on the low key today & if I do not 
feel better tomorrow Dont know that it will be best for me to 
go to Portsmouth tomorrow. -

 June 13, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 13th of 6 M / This morning took our Aged & very 
intersting friend John Casey in a chaise & went to Portsmouth 
to attend our SELECT YEARLY Meeting which is the first I was 
ever at - It was remarkably solid & to me an instructing season 
We dined at Saml Thurstons - In the Afternoon I went back to the 
Meeting house & carried J Casey to the meeting for sufferings & 
then rode down to Benj. Freeborns to see his daughter Ruth who 
has been long confined with consumptive symptoms (at least) here 
I saw & had an opportunity of conversing with our friend John 
Heald & his companion Thos Wickersham of Ohio who accepted an 
invertation to lodge with us, we rode home thro’ the west road 
& stoped & took a dish of tea with Hannah Gould - Our lodgers 
were Luke & Sarah Aldrich & Hannah Holder —

 June 17, Wednesday: Charles François Gounod was born in Paris, 2d and final child born to François-Louis 
Gounod, official artist to the Duc de Berry and drawing master to the pages of the King’s Chamber, with 
Victoire Lemachois, daughter of a lawyer.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal about the proceedings of the New England Yearly Meeting 
of the Religious Society of Friends at Portsmouth:

4th day — The Meeting begun at 10 OClock - Various concerns came 
before us - that which excited the most interest was a 
communication brought in by a committee appointed Yesterday, to 
the different quarterly meetings respecting the applications of 
several friends in low circumstances to the general government 
for pentions for their services in the revolutionary War — a 
general Unity was expressed discouraging all such applications 
& advising to the contrary, & encouraging all meetings where 
such applicants may reside to extend to them a liberal hand of 
help. — Henry Post at the opening of the meeting appeared in 
fervant supplication. —
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The Meeting met this evening at 4 OC - the first buisness entered 
on was Jeremiah Austins Appeal which was confirmed -After 
expressing a few words, - which were reply’d to in a most feeling 
& pertinent manner by Moses Brown - he retired from the meeting 
having the heart felt sorrow of many friends — -Epistles were 
prepared to the usual meetings with which we correspond & most 
of them were attended with a good savor of life & also a 
communication was prepared to the different Monthly & Quarterly 
Meetings, written with much animation so that some of us said 
in our hearts “the best wine has come last” - The Meeting 
concluded under a solemn covering - & I have no doubt many may 
say with emphasis “It is good for me to be here”

 June 18, Thursday: Carl Maria von Weber and his wife moved into a cottage in the village of Hosterwitz, 
upstream from Dresden. He was worried about was deteriorating health.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day - This morning most of our Company left us after 
breakfast with whom we have been associated in a family way thro’ 
the course of this Yearly Meeting - my friends have never felt 
nearer to me than at this time, & an increase of love I think 
must be a good sign & if follow’d by an increase of obedience 
to the divine law in the heart may terminate in redemption from 
evil, which at seasons (at least) is my hearts desire. —
Our meeting this day was large quiet & much favor’d J T Hopkins 
John Heald, Lydia Dean, Mary Allen & Avis Keene were engaged in 
testimony & E Coggeshal in supplication. —
In the Afternoon Our friend John Heald & his Companion Thos 
Wickersham left us for Portsmouth it was unpleasant to find on 
going for Thomas’s horse that he had been Kicked so as to render 
him quite useless & we were obliged to furnish him with another 
which will occasion him another journey back in a few days. —

 June 21, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 21st of 6th M 1818 / Our morning meeting was large & 
silent - at the close of it information was given that Jerrard 
T Hopkins expected to be at meeting this Afternoon & general 
information was requested to be given & the meeting was defer’d 
to 5 OClock. — in the forenoon he was at the meeting in 
Portsmouth
In the Afternoon we had a very large meeting of different 
persuasions in religion & Jerrard was much favord in Gospel 
communication, much to the satisfaction of friends & others. - 
I rejoice that Truth has borne the victory , not only thro’ the 
Sittings of the Yearly Meeting but in the several public 
meetings since, so that no loss has been sustained that I am 
aware of, & on my own part I desire to be thankful in a belief 
that to me it has been a season of enlargement of experience in 
the truth, which perhaps may never be forgotten. — the 
circumstances of my being initiated into the Select Meeting is 
humbling, & for a day or two so much so that I have almost 
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trembled under the weight of the responsibility of the Station 
of Elder. Oh! how much care caution & circumspect conduct is 
necessary to dignify the appointment, & above all a deeply 
religious life.

 June 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 6th M 1818 / I am going this morning to 
Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting with my H & John 
- The prospect of spending a day from home looks very 
discouraging, so soon after Yearly Meeting when my concerns 
demand my attention in my shop, but I have looked at it & see 
no way to omit it at this time.
We stoped a little while before meeting at Uncle Thurstons. — 
At meeting A Sherman & H Dennis appeard in testimony but to me 
it was a dull time & in the last the little buisness that came 
before us was not conducted quite as well as common. — The 
serpent was evidently at Work in one individul at least, who as 
usual when opportunity offers manifests a malignity against a 
few who are coming forward in society & indeed there are but a 
few who he esteems among the Active part of the Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting — it is afflicting to see & feel such a disposition among 
us, but there are many & indeed almost all see to the bottom of 
him

 August 5, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 5 of 8th M / Rose this morning at half past 3 OClock & 
with Father Rodman took the Boston Stage & rote [rode] to 
Portsmouth stoped at Uncle Saml Thurstons & took breakfast then 
walked to Asa Shermans & rested & then to the Meeting House & 
Attended the Select Meeting - Anne Thorn was engaged reverendly 
& fervantly to Supplicate the Throne of Grace for our help & 
support returning thanks for our many favors &c Remarks were 
made by D Buffum & several others weighty & pertinent to our 
condition — After meeting We dined at Asa Shermans — As friends 
were gathering to the Meeting for Sufferings I went to the 
meeting House & borrowed D Buffums chase & rode down to Benjamin 
Freeborns & spent a little time - then returned to the Meeting 
House & walked to Uncle P Lawtons & took tea then to Cousin 
Elizabeth Chases & lodged here I found Rowland Greenss wife 
which was the first time I ever saw her, in the evening Jos 
Harris & Rowland Greene joined us which made a very agreeable 
circle

 August 19, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 19th of 8th M 1818 / This Afternoon took Chaise & with 
Aunt Stanton Rode out the Green End Rode to Portsmouth, viewed 
several places which she has some idea of purchasing & stoped 
at Isaac Chases - after resting a little while rode on & went 
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to visit our old cousin Elizabeth Chase & took tea then returned 
home, while at cousin Chases my mind was forceably struck with 
the loss of cousin Alice in particular, whom I loved much & 
recollected some very plreasnt times that I have spent with her 
but “the places which have known us shall know us no more” & soon 
this will be the case with us all & Oh that we may be prepared 
for the final change —

 August 27, Thursday: The day after arriving in Venice, Percy Bysshe Shelley visited George Gordon, Lord 
Byron and sent off a letter summoning Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley and the children (with Milly and 
a new servant named Paolo Foggi).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27th of 8the M / Rode with my H & John to Portsmouth to 
attended the Moy [Monthly] Meeting - went out by the way of Green 
End & took the lower rode & came out by Elams & Isaac Chases — 
This is a part of the Island which Hannah had never before seen, 
we stoped at Uncle S Thurstons.
At meeting (which was silent) my mind was favord with quiet — 
In the last we had an exercising case some pleasant ones, & on 
the whole a pretty good meeting - we dined at Uncle Thurstons & 
took tea at Uncle Richd Mitchells. —

 September 16, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 16th of 9th M 1818 / Anne Thorn attends Portsmouth 
meeting today.

 October 29, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 10th M / I feel no small regret at not going 
this morning to Portsmouth to attend the Monthly Meeting, but 
there are certain reasons well known to myself that prevent 
perhaps they ought not to exist, but as they do, I must act 
according to present circumstances. — There will be several 
cases before the meeting in which I should like to have a voice, 
from the present exercise of my mind, but best wisdom will 
doubtless be near those assembled & it is doubtful whether my 
presence would add much or any weight

 November 26, Thursday: Saidar und Zulima oder Liebe und Grossmut, by Heinrich August Marschner to 
words of Hornbostel, was performed for the initial time, in Pressburg (Bratislava) Schauspielhaus. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

26 of 11 M / In the first meeting Mary Caid first appeared in 
testimony, next Abigail Sherman, then Ruth Davis & the D Buffum 
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followed in an impressive testimony & it was a very favor’d 
meeting. —-
In the last Moy [Monthly] Meeting we had an exercising time 
occasioned by a contentious Man who opposed the appointment of 
an overseer from Portsmouth Preparative Meeting
We had to Dine B Freeborn Darius lawton, Sarah Fowler & Elizabeth 
Lawton. —

 January 28, Thursday: Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles, having come from India to set up a British trading 
station, put ashore at a tiny cluster of islands strategically located at the tip of the Malay Peninsula and began 
to negotiate with the local sultan for the creation of a “lion city,” Singapore. Catching a whiff of the memorable 
“carrion in custard” odor of the local delicious durian fruit, he held his nose and ran in the opposite direction 
(we can be certain that this is something which HDT never had a chance to sample: “Impact! Impact!”36).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 1st M / Our first Meeting was silent. — In the 
last we had considerable buisness. - The case of overseers from 
Portsmouth reported in the 11th M last & The committee appointed 
reported that the objection of the individual was insufficient 
& they were all apponted, tho’ not without no small exercise, 
here is an instance which proves the necessity of Friends, 
keeping up their Authority in the Truth, & I am glad to be able 
to record the Truth gained the assendency over a loose spirit 
this day. —Uncle Peter Lawton & wife & George Anthony Dined with 
us —

 February 25, Thursday: A Quaker monthly meeting was established in Rochesterville, New York.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 2 M / Did not attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting 
this day held at Portsmouth, with which I am not fully satisfied. 
I have been thro’ the day very destitute of life. — Those who 
attended Said it was a season of some favor but not as flowing 
as at sometimes the buisness was conducted with decorum & some 
long & tedious cases brought to a close. —
Set part of the evening with my H at Sally Eastons —

1819

36. Even today it is “the smell from hell with the taste from heaven,” to quote a popular idiom. Retailing at some $4.00 a pound and 
up, the fruit is nevertheless banned from transportation in any taxi, bus, ferry, or subway; on the flights of Singapore Airlines it is 
the forbidden fruit. Restaurants which want to be able to serve dishes containing durian must by law be equipped with a special 
“once-through” air conditioning system. Personally, I find the odor quite sweet and fragrant – but then I’m weird, and also 
experience the odor of manure on the fields in the spring in Vermont as quite sweet and fragrant.
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 February 28, Sunday: Former President Thomas Jefferson presided over the foundation of the University of 
Virginia at Charlottesville. (He had designed the first buildings of the campus. The first classes would not 
begin until 1825.)

Percy Bysshe Shelley and Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley left Naples.

At Vienna’s Redoutensaal, Die Huldigung, a cantata by Johann Baptist Schenk to words of Hölty, 
was performed for the initial time.

Schäfers Klagelied D.121 to words of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, the first of Franz Schubert’s lieder to be 
presented in public, was performed for the initial time, in the Gasthof “zum römischen Kaiser.”

A total of 66 students were registered at the Yearly Meeting School of the Religious Society of Friends in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 28th of 2nd M 1819 / Our morning Meeting was silent & 
rather smaller than usual owing to a number of friends & 
attenders of our meeting having gone to Portsmouth to attend the 
funeral of Mary Mott daughter of our late friend Jacob Mott who 
departed this life the 26th inst at the old Mansion house, her 
remains were carried to friends Meeting house & after Meeting 
interd
In the Afternoon father Rodman deliverd a few words very 
appropriate & to me savory. —

 March 18, Thursday: Carl Maria von Weber was confined to bed with fever, in Dresden. Because of his 
illness, his wife does not inform him of the illness of their three-month-old daughter. Later this month the child 
will die.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 18th of 3rd M 1819 / Henry Knowles accompanied by Andrew 
Nichols Jr have been engaged in visiting families in the Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting for several days, they commenced in town 
Yesterday attended by Jonathon Dennis & I went with them to one 
place in the evening, & to two this morning before meeting - At 
Meeting Henry was Silent but Andrew had a short acceptable 
testimony, -Jonathon joined Henry this Afternoon to proceed, as 
Andrew felt it necessary to go home on acct of his family. —but 
before they had proceeded far -Henry seemed to give up the 
Prospect, & concluded to return to his father Anthonys at 
Portsmouth. —
The importance of the Appointment of An Elder was never so hevy 
on me before, Oh the need of Wisdom, of religious depth, that 
we may rightly discover between thing & thing.
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 March 28, Sunday: That morning the ocean-going steamboat Savanah departed from the Fly Market Wharf 
on Manhattan Island under Captain Moses Rogers and  mate Stephen Rogers to heading toward the port of 
Savannah, whence she would proceed to Liverpool and St. Petersburg. Hundreds watched from the Battery as 
she passed Governor’s Island, entered the Narrows, and gradually went hull down on the horizon. After an 
uneventful 9-day voyage she would arrive at that port, and hundreds of citizens would stand on the bank of the 
Savannah River to cheer and wave their hats and handkerchiefs.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 28th of 3rd M 1819 / Our Meeting was as large as usual 
excepting of those who usually occupy the rising seats D Buffun 
confined by indisposition, Father Rodman by lamenss & R Mitchell 
& J Dennis at Portsmouth. I alone was left which produced no 
small exercise & caused searching of heart. — Oh the 
responsibility of going in & out before the people. - In the 
Afternoon we were in a similar Situation & the weight of the 
Meeting again fell on me. —both sittings were silent & I thought 
were favor’d. — Took tea with D Buffum found him comfortable & 
if nothing more unfavorable takes place, think it probable he 
may be our again in a few days.-

 April 29, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 4th M / This is our Moy [Monthly] Meeting day at 
Portsmouth -my back so lame & I am otherwise so unwell that I 
am unable to attend. it is consolation that when I have been 
well, that exercions have been made to get to meetings & that I 
have seldom missed one from worldly concerns, but on the 
contrary, many sacrifices have been made to keep up that part 
of duty, & tho’ there have been many seasons when it has seemd 
as if there was but little benefit resulted from sitting in 
meeting, yet it has always in the end produced a measure of 
satisfaction. —

 June 12, Saturday: Manuel González Salmón y Gómez de Torres replaced Carlos Fernando Martínez de Irujo 
y Tacón, marqués de Casa-Irujo, duque de Sotomayor as First Secretary of State of Spain.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 12th of 6th M / This day our Yearly commenced at 
Portsmouth, whither I went in a Chaise with our Ancient friend 
& Brother John Casey to attend the Select Meeting, which was a 
season of precious favor — Wm Rickman appeared in Supplication. 
Ruth Halleck in a short & Daniel Quimby in a lengthy testimony. 
— We dined at Uncle Saml Thurstons & John intended to return to 
the Meeting House to Sit in the Meeting for Sufferings, but at 
the time it set in to Rain so hard that he felt discouraged from 
that & the circumstances of his Age & infermities so we returned 
home by 4 OClock. —
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 June 18, Friday: Vincenzo Bellini arrives in Naples from Catania to matriculate at the Real College de musica 
di San Sebastiano.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day This morning Elizabeth Walker & Margaret Judge & their 
companions came in & took breakfast with us, of which we were 
glad, their company being very pleasant. After breakfast being 
joined by Wm Rickman & D Quimby, we fell into silence. Wm Rickman 
& Ruth Hallock in addition to a few words SPoken in the life by 
E Walker, delivered short testimonies. — After which they began 
to separate. Ruth went to Connanicut on her way homeward & Wm 
Rickman & D Quimby to Portsmouth, but before dinner Richard 
Halstead returned from Connanicut with the Carriage Wheels Sadly 
broken. & Ruth & Sarah went immediately on to Narragansett 
accompanied by Isaac P Hazard & his Mother. —
This Yearly meeting has been a season of favor, & particularly 
so to us, as we have all been well, our buisness in the House 
all gone on Successfully, our company agreeable, but as to my 
own particular state of religious sensibility, I have not 
enjoyed so high a condition, as at times past or as at seasons 
when less cumbered, however there has been seasons in the course 
of it, when Israels Sheperd has been near, for which renew’d 
evidence of divine help I desire to be thankful. —

 June 19, Saturday: The legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts granted an act of incorporation to 
the Philoharmonic Society, its purpose being “extending and enlarging and improving the style of performance 
of vocal and instrumental music.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day This has been also a day not free from care of concerns 
realtive to Yearly Meeting. — The repairs of the Carriage of our 
febr R Hallock was completed this Afternoon & would have gone 
over to them, but for a thunder gust towards night. — towards 
the close of the Afternoon Our fr D Quimby returned from 
Portsmouth where he had been to attend a Meeting appointed there 
by Wm Rickman, - he took tea with us & afterwards called in to 
see my dear Mother. -we Set in Sister Sallys room where he bore 
a Sweet encouraging testimony to both young & old that were 
present & was very acceptable to Sally as she has been confined 
thro’ the Year.y Meeting & not seen as much of friends as Common. 
— After all prospect of going over the ferrys were over Daniel 
with R Halstead returned to our House & lodged. —
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 June 24, Thursday: Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau was born in Chelmsford MA, the 4th and, surprisingly, the final 
child of John Thoreau, Senior and Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau.

An intriguing factoid is that although this birth unlike David Henry’s is on record in Concord’s town records, 
it is on record not as of this date but as of September 27th:

Cynthia had her last baby at age 33 although, in the 18th Century, mothers usually had had their final 
pregnancy in their early 40s, presumably because, since the turn of the 19th Century, white women in New 
England towns had been having their final pregnancies at an earlier age in each decade, and in that way 
creating fewer children per family. In general, the number of children per white family increased as one 
traveled toward the frontier of white settlement, reaching seven or so in Illinois and Indiana; nevertheless the 
usual number in Massachusetts and Connecticut in the 1830s was still five or more, so the Thoreaus’ four 
children, Helen Louisa Thoreau, then John Thoreau, Jr., then David Henry Thoreau, and then finally Sophia 
Elizabeth Thoreau, would have been considered to be a small family or a family that was still being eagerly 
worked on.

Births

Name Sex Birth Date Birth Place Father’s Name Mother’s Name

THOREAU, John 1754 Concord

THOREAU, Mary F 1786 Concord John

THOREAU, Sarah 1791 Concord

THOREAU, Helen L. F 1813 Concord John Cynthia

THOREAU, John M 1815 Concord John Cynthia

THOREAU, Sophia Elizabeth F Sept. 27, 1819 Chelmsford John Cynthia

John in later years Cynthia in later years

DUNBAR
FAMILY

HENRY’S
RELATIVES
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Walter Roy Harding’s THE DAYS OF HENRY THOREAU: A BIOGRAPHY. NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 6th M / With My H & John in a Chaise went to 
Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting. Stoped on the 
way at Uncle Saml Thurstons & were soon joined by Elizabeth 
Walker & Company, after a little refreshment we went to meeting, 
which was a favord season, Elizabeth having much to communicate 
in the course of the public Meeting, & I have no doubt that the 
living Power of Truth rose into dominion in many minds present. —
In the last meeting we had but little buisness, but the little 
that we had was pretty well transacted. — We dined at R Mitchells 
& towards night rode home. —

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”

WALTER HARDING’S BIOGRAPHY
Chapter 1 (1817-1823) -Downing gives a cursory account of the Thoreau and Dunbar
heritage and more fully traces the nature and movement of the Thoreau family in
the first five years of Henry’s life.

Thoreau’s father, John Thoreau, while intellectual, “lived quietly, peacefully and
contentedly in the shadow of his wife,” Mrs. Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, who was dynamic
and outspoken with a strong love for nature and compassion for the downtrodden.

• 1st Helen Louisa Thoreau -quiet, retiring, eventually a teacher. 
• 2d John Thoreau, Jr. -“his father turned inside out,” personable, interested in ornithology, also taught. 
• 3d David Henry Thoreau (born July 12,1817) -speculative but not noticeably precocious. 
• 4th Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau -independent, talkative, ultimately took over father’s business and edited Henry’s 

posthumous publications.

The Thoreau’s constantly struggled with debt, and in 1818 John Sr. gave up his farm
outside Concord and moved into town. Later the same year he moved his family to
Chelmsford MA where he opened a shop which soon failed and sent him packing to
Boston to teach school.

(Robert L. Lace, January-March 1986)
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 August 19, Thursday: In Cambridge, Massachusetts, with great pomp and ceremony, the graduation 
ceremonies for Harvard College were taking place.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 19th of 8th M 1819 / Our meeting silent & to me a season 
of some favor, & I have no doubt was a solemn Season to many for 
the times are solemn, there is much sickness in town and an 
unusual number of Deaths. —The fever that prevails is very 
mortal & the appearance of the Town seems gloomy, however, my 
mind is quiet under the prospect, not knowing how soon it may 
be my turn to experience sickness in our own family. —
Our friends Anne Greene & Hannah Dennis were at Meeting having 
finished their Religious visit to families in Portsmouth & 
Middletown & have commenced in Newport this morning. —ì

 August 22, Sunday: At his home in Waltham, Massachusetts, the Reverend Convers Francis, Jr. delivered a 
sermon based upon Isaiah 40:31, “On religious perseverence.”

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 22nd of 8 M / Our Morning meeting was in good measure 
favord - Jonathon Dennis Anne Greene & Hannah Dennis were 
engaged in testimony -
In the Afternoon father Rodman & David Buffum were engaged in 
testimony, the latter was to considerable length for him - & 
very lively - I have at seasons secretly rejoiced that there are 
left among us those who publish the gospel in the Spirit of it. 
— a lively ministry is a blessing to a meeting. & May there be 
some raised up & cloathed upon to stand as Aarons to the people. 
— how are they needed in this day - we who live in it can see & 
do Know -5th day 26th of 8th M 1819 / Rode to Portsmouth with 
Sister Ruth & attended the Moy [Monthly] Meeting - In the first 
Hannah Dennis was concerned in a lively testimony. - In the last 
we Rec’d Freeborn Chase into membership. She is a young woman 
who has been long an attender of our Meetings & of a religious 
life & conversation, has for some years believed it would be 
right for her to join our society, but thro’ weakness has defer’d 
it till now, when she is far gone in a consumption & not expected 
to remain but a short time in mutability. Friends rec’d her as 
with open Arms, as I hope we shall all who request on right 
grounds. — We dined at Anne Anthonys —

 October 17, Sunday: At Park Street Church in Boston there was a farewell sermon for the missionary families 
departing for the Hawaiian Islands. This was a crowd-pleaser: more than 500 people received Holy 
Communion.

R. Marsh wrote from Westleigh to Viscount Sidmouth, pleading for military protection for property and for 
persons of property in that vicinity against the depredations of starving weavers. He enclosed a petition under 
oath with which his own opinions perfectly coincided, “signed by most of the respectable inhabitants of the 
town of Leigh”:
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The acerbation of temper among the weavers, or, as they style 
themselves, the reformers, produced by severe privations from 
the lowness of wages, and infuriated by seditious publications 
and cheap pamphlets, industriously circulated amongst them, has 
prepared them for the perpetration of the most atrocious crimes; 
and they openly declare their intention, by a simultaneous 
movement in the night, to seize property wherever they can find 
it, and destroy the possessors thereof; and it is added, that 
the period is not far distant.
I beg leave to state, that a single troop of horse would, in my 
humble opinion, be adequate to the purpose, provided it was 
stationary for a few months; as it would enable us to put the 
Watch and Ward Act in force, which, in the present state of 
things, I do not deem practicable.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 17th of 10th M 1819 / This morning went with Jont Dennis 
to Portsmouth before meeting stoped at P Lawtons - We had a 
pretty good meeting & A Sherman delivered a short testimony — 
We dined at Geo: Dennis’s & then went to see Parker Hall, the 
object of our visit was to inform him that he was disowned from 
society in consequence of his having married out of the order 
of society. —we requested to have the whole of his family 
together & after a little Seasonable & I believe well adapted 
counsil to his children on whose accounts our minds were deeply 
interested, we requested them to leave the room & we then 
endeavoured to Convey to him the object of our visit in the 
presence of his wife, & offred such other advice as seemed 
necessary & to me it was a season of remarkable favor & whether 
our visit to them was of any use or not. I am clear it was to 
my mind & I desire to be thankful for it. —it is often the case 
that we see but little a head & this was the case with me for 
in going I was so striped that I admired at it, being unable to 
feel any good till I entered the room. —
We returned to cousin Elizabeth Chases where we took tea & lodged 
- & spent 2nd day [Monday] forenoon & after dinner walked home. 
—I was very glad to see my aged cousin & she was to see me, it 
seemd like a renewal of Ancient love between us —

 October 28, Thursday: Elijah Hinsdale Burritt got married with Ann W. Watson of Milledgeville, Georgia. 
The couple would produce five children.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 10th M Took the stage this morning & rode to 
Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting. — In the first 
meeting, I was under considerable pain of body & could not sit 
as still as I desired, hence the mind could not be as quick as 
Was desirable there were two public appearances the first was 
by a member he spoke setting & I could not follow his 
communication tho’ the Scripture he expressed was good “Unless 
the Lord Keepeth the City the watchman waketh but in vain” but 
those who undertake to preach must make their lives a model of 
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their Doctrine. — the next towards the conclusion of the Meeting 
A Doctor Richardson Stood up twice & expressed a few words, 
he is not a member of our society tho’ a dilligent attender 
of our meetings. his life & conversation also has not been 
considered a Moddle of christianity, which raised a doubt of his 
commission. —
In the last meeting the buisness went on pretty well. —
[ ] Gifford a woman who lives at Bristol ferry requested the 
care of friends & Peter Chase was restored to membership. —These 
were encouraging circumstances, evidence in my mind that the 
Heritage is not forsaken. —
I dined at Uncle Saml Thurstons & after dinner he brought me 
more than half way home. — Thus I am helped along

 November 8, Monday: In an event similar to the famous “Dark Day” of May 19, 1789 on which candles had 
been required from noon on between Portland, Maine and New Jersey (but not in Philadelphia) on account of 
a huge forest fire in what has now become Algonquin Provincial Park in Canada, and similar to the high-
altitude smoke that would pass over Virginia during August 1831 and would be interpreted by Nat Turner as 
a “black hand” across the sun, forest fires in northern Ontario and Québec again blackened midday skies 
between Québec City and Kingston.

Clearly this phenomenon did not reach as far south as Rhode Island, for Friend Stephen Wanton Gould did not 
mention such a phenomenon in his journal:

2nd day 8 of 11th M / This afternoon Our friend John Wilbour & 
Abel Collins appointed a Meeting at the School house in 
Portsmouth near Richard Mitchells. - David Buffum took me in his 
Chaise, no meeting was ever held there by friends before & the 
House was full & more than could be acommodated with Seats Abel 
first appeared in supplication, then John in a long doctrinal 
testimony, in which life rose, then David Buffum was engaged in 
a very lively testimony in which life rose into dominion. he was 
followed by a very fresh testimony by Hannah Dennis & the meeting 
concluded in humble supplication by J Wilbour, & on the whole 
it appeared to me it was a meeting wherein Truth gained ground 
& I was glad I was there. —We took tea with the friends at 
Richard Mitchells & roder home. —

 November 13, Saturday: From the diary of Adlard Welby:

The journey to-day, though over high hills and tremendous rocky 
ways, has been one of the pleasantest drives we have 
experienced: the clouds were just sufficiently broken to throw 
as they flew, endless and varied light and shade over the most 
beautiful and extensive views; rocks of various forms presented 
their rugged surfaces amongst the thick growing Pines and Oaks 
which, though small and stunted compared to those in the Western 
country, are not on that account the less picturesque; and 
though the land is also equally inferior, yet such scenery, 
healthy air, and good water, must I conceive render Maryland a 
desirable residence to the man of refinement and property, in 
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preference to any part that I have seen.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 13th of 11th M This morning Uncle Stanton arrived from 
NYork & in the Afternoon I took him in a Chaise to Abner Cundels 
in Portsmouth, where we took tea, & they made a bargain together 
for the farm.

 December 30, Thursday: George Thomas Downing was born in New-York.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30th of 12 M 1819 / I am this Day 38 Years of Age. -Took 
Chaise & with Sister Ruth rode to Portsmouth to attend the Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting, sìtoped at Uncle Thurstons to warm ourselves, 
being exceedingly Cold — Meeting was silent excepting a short 
but unsavory offring. — In the last we had but little buisness, 
or rather we did but little — After the meeting it was a severe 
Snow Storm. - We Dined at R Mitchells & rode home in an 
increasing Snow Storm, but did not suffer so much as we did with 
the cold in going out. —
Times & seasons are not at our command of ourselves we can not 
raise our hearts in prayer for help or scarcely think a good 
thought - for several weeks past when looking forward to this 
day as my Birth Day I have felt much under an humbling sense of 
my short comings & desired that the feelings might be renew’d, 
but it has been a day of leaness & Poverty & with a few short 
intervals of tenderness, how dry & barran. — May the 
circumstances prove an incentive to renew’d labor

 January 6, Thursday: In the diary of Thomas Nuttall we find: “This evening we arrived at Mr. Daniel’s, an 
industrious farmer, and provided with a rough-looking, but comfortable winter cabin. About two miles from 
hence, Mr. D., who lives upon a confirmed Spanish right, had erected a grist mill. Saw-mills were also about 
to be built at the Cadron, and two or three other places. The establishment of a town was now contemplated 
also at the Little Rock, by colonel Hogan, and some others. They had not, however, sufficient capital, and no 
doubt expected to derive some adventitious wealth from those speculators who were viewing various parts of 
the newlyformed territory.”

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th day 6th of 1st M / Sat meeting under solemn reflections, 
arising from the Circumstance of the Sudden exit of Gilbert 
Chase who Died this morning about 2 OC after laying about 33 
hours in an Apoplective Fit. - Daniel Swinbourne also Died 
suddenly this morning, he had been complaining some Months, but 

1820
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rose & ate his breakfast as well as for some time, but in a few 
minutes after expired. —
Last evening died at Portsmouth Phebe Barber she was a member 
of Society & a relation in the Mott family

 October 16, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 16th of 10 M 1820 / This Afternoon rode to Portsmouth 
with My H & attended the funeral of her Aunt Sarah Almy & widow 
of Job Almy & daughter of our late worthy friend & Gospel 
Minister Isaac Lawton. The setting (excepting a few words spoken 
by an individual which were not very savory to me) was silent & 
solemn. -We took tea at Uncle P Lawtons & came home —

 February 24, Thursday: Arthur Thistlewood was apprehended by London police on suspicion of treason.

The New Jersey legislature enacted “An act for the gradual abolition of Slavery, and other purposes respecting 
Slaves,” repealing earlier slavery laws but essentially continuing the procedure for manumission then in effect 
(P.L. 1820, p. 74). 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 2nd M 1820 / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting was this 
Day held at Portsmouth, the travelling & other circumstances 
prevented my going. — only two went from the compact part of the 
town, who inform me that there was but little buisness & the 
Meeting short. -

 October 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26th 10th M 1820 / This morning with my H & Sister Mary 
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Rode to Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting, in the 
first Hannah Dennis was concerned in a lively sweet testimony — 
In the last the buisness was conducted in a good degree of 
brotherly love & harmony - We Dine at Uncle Thurstons. —
At this meeting a legacy of One Hundred Dollars left by Mary 
Tillinghast was accepted & the appointment of her Trustees 
confirmed, the interest of which is to be applyed to the keeping 
up the graves in becoming decent order &c in the Upper burying 
ground in friends medow field where her remains are laid. David 
Buffum Jr David Rodman & myself were appointed to the trust & I 
am in hopes to be able to see that ground in more reputable order 
that it has ever been

 April 2, Sunday: Thomas Brown died while on a trip to London taken at the advice of his physician.

Day Two of Scotland’s “Radical War”: In Glasgow on this Easter Sunday, people were reading the placards 
and reacting to them.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 4 M 2nd 1820 / Rode with John this morning to Portsmouth, 
attended meeting - a very considerable number of serious & well 
disposed people attend that meeting & some of them of the younger 
class - it was solid & silent & the secret language of my mind 
was “Gather Home”. The witness for God placed in every heart. - 
After meeting we dined at Uncle Thurstons, & then rode to Abner 
Cundels & looked round the farm & house a little, & attended to 
a little other buisness, then to Ruth Mitchells, took tea & came 
home. —

 April 5, Wednesday: A setting of the Agnus Dei by Carl Maria von Weber was performed for the initial time, 
as part of Carlo, a play by von Blankensee, in Berlin.

Day Five of Scotland’s “Radical War”: some gunfire, some arrests.

The British officer assigned to watch Napoléon Bonaparte on St. Helena reported to London that “General 
Bonaparte remained out until two o’clock yesterday and finished the sod wall. The four Chinese, who have 
been constantly employed in the garden, got angry at the General having given a bottle of wine to each of the 
Chinese that are employed in the house and did not give them the same indulgence. They therefore refused 
doing what the General wanted them to do, which put him in a great rage, and he ordered them off instantly. 
General Bonaparte is hard at work this morning in the same garden. He has cut a large hole like an embrasure 
in the sod wall facing my side window, in which they are now fixing a large tub, half up the wall, to form a 
sort of cascade into the long tank in the garden.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4 day 5 of 4 M / Rode with my H to Portsmouth on buisness went 
to A Cundels & showed her the Farm Uncle Stanton has Bought & 
dined & spent the Afternoon at Anne Anthonys —
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 April 16, Sunday: According to the British officer assigned to guard Napoléon Bonaparte on St. Helena, 
Captain E. Lutyens of the 20th Regiment, “About seven o’clock last night General Bonaparte was walking in 
the gardens with Count Montholon, when he discovered some cattle belonging to the farm in the outer garden. 
He immediately ordered his two fowling-pieces to be brought, loaded with ball, both of which he fired, and 
killed one of the oxen. I believe there is another slightly wounded in the leg. Count Montholon mentioned to 
me that he saw the cattle come in at the outer garden gate. The gates are the only way the cattle could enter, 
the fence being perfectly secure; and the gate must have been left open by some of the establishment, for they 
never think of closing them when they pass in or out. Count Montholon said the General was determined to 
adopt the same plan if he again saw the cattle in the garden. I told him that it was very dangerous firing ball in 
the garden, and that General Bonaparte might have killed one of the sentries; upon which he said the General 
took the precaution of going round, and firing toward the house. Which must have been the case, from the way 
the animal was wounded and fell. It lays upon its right side, at the foot of the little mound that is surrounded 
with a myrtle hedge.”37

In Concord, Zilpah White died. A former slave, a regular church lady, she had been considered by white 
Concordians a loony. During the War of 1812 while some captured English soldiers were residing in Concord 
“on parole,” they had for a prank torched her home in Walden Woods. 

The Concord Female Charitable Society had been providing “tobacco for Zilpah.”38

“In those parts of the Union in which the negroes are
no longer slaves, they have in no wise drawn nearer to
the whites. On the contrary, the prejudice of the race
appears to be stronger in the States which have
abolished slavery ... and nowhere is it so intolerant
as in those States where servitude has never been
known.”

— Alexis de Tocqueville

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

37. The officer added, in a footnote, that killing such an animal in such a manner was a very serious offense on this island, and that 
anyone other than the general would have been prosecuted. He instanced, as an example of this, that he personally had had a 
Newfoundland dog that killed a sheep — and that for this the Magistrate at St. James had condemned his dog to death and had it 
executed.
38. To what extent would such a reputation have been carefully cultivated in such an environment, as needed cover?

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: Here, by the very corner of my field, still nearer
to town, Zilpha, a colored woman, held her little house, where
she spun linen for townsfolk, making the Walden Woods ring with
her shrill singing, for she had a loud and notable voice.
At length, in the war of 1812, her dwelling was set on fire by
English soldiers, prisoners on parole, when she was away, and her
cat and dog and hens were all burned up together. She led a hard
life, and somewhat inhumane. One old frequenter of these woods
remembers, that as he passed her house one noon he heard her
muttering to herself over her gurgling pot, –“Ye are all bones,
bones!” I have seen bricks amid the oak copse there.

ZILPAH WHITE
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1st day 16th of 4th M / This morning being under the necessity 
of attending Portsmouth Meeting took my H in a Chaise & went 
thither.
The Meeting was silent but a remarkably Solid, quiet season & I 
have no doubt divine favor was extended to many minds present. 
— After meeting with the others of the committee had an 
opportunity with Sarah Brownell on the subject of her request 
to be admitted a member of Society - it was a season of much 
feeling, but way did not open either to go forward or to dismiss 
the subject, & we concluded to ask to have it continued for three 
months longer —-
We dined & spent the remainder of the Afternoon with Uncle Peter 
Lawton & family, where we had an opportunity of being in company 
with several Portsmouth folks but little known to us. —

 April 27, Thursday: Herbert Spencer was born in Derby, Derbyshire, England.
In the beginning he didn’t have one idea in his head. (Later on in life, more’s the pity, he would get one idea 
into his head — and not be able to get it out.)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 4 M  / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting is held at 
Portsmouth & looking towards Greenwich quarter next week, 
thought it most proper to be at home today to prepare for a 
longer absence - Find a hevy cold on me this evening.

 June 9, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th M 9 1820 6th day / Our Friends from Greenwich & S Kingston 
have begun to come, to attend the Yearly Meeting which commences 
for Ministers & Elders at Portsmouth tomorrow My dear friends 
Daniel Howland & Thomas Anthony took tea with us, & went on their 
way towards meeting tomorrow. - My hearts desire & prayer to 
God, has been, and still is, that Truth may stand in dominion & 
reign over all and in all our movements, & redound to the honor 
of his Great Name.

 June 10, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

7th Day Rode to Portsmouth to attend the Select Meeting, which 
was a Solemn time, Jerusalem being searched as with lighted 
candles.
A prayer by Daniel Haviland & testimony from Caleb Macomber 
Nicholas Brown, Charles Osborn - dined at Uncle B Freeborn then 
Carried father Rodman to the Meeting for Sufferings & went down 
to Uncle Stantons place from thence to Saml Thurstons, took tea 
& then to Rich Mitchells where I found father & brought him Home. 
— found my H had taken in some agreeable Guests Vizt Hannah 
Johnson, Hannah Holder Anne Greene of Greenwich, Lydia Brown
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 June 29, Thursday: The negrero Antelope was captured by the US Revenue-Marine cutter Dallas. The first 
mate of the Dallas took inventory of the vessel’s cargo: 283 Africans a couple of whom had deceased.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 6th M 1820 / With my H rode to Portsmouth to attend 
the Moy [Monthly] Meeting, before meeting stoped at Uncle Peter 
Lawtons & refreshed a little - At the first Meeting D Buffum was 
engaged in a lively testimony on the subject of “Love as the 
foundation of Religion” - J Dennis was also engaged in a few 
words. — In the last we had but little buisness & the meeting 
soon ended, but I thought the little that was done was conducted 
with weight & to me it was a good meeting for which I may ascribe 
thanksgiving where it is alone Due— We dined at Uncle Peters & 
staid there the remainder of the Afternoon - Rode Home.
I may acknowdlege this evening that it has been a good day, a 
day of some encouragement, to press forward in the discharge of 
duty. Oh may the Ancient spirit of Power, which was with out 
dear worthy predecessors, be more conspicuous among us in this 
day, may the Lord arise for the help of Zion & the englargement 
of her borders —

 July 21, Friday: Hans Christian Ørsted published his findings of April 21st in the Annales de Chimie et de 
Physique, Paris.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 21st of 7th M / Rode to Portsmouth this morng on buisness 
of society. took Uncle Stantons horse & Waggon & carried with 
me Elizabeth & Mary - Dined & took tea At Uncle Peter Lawtons, 
& went to several other places — the Chief buisness that I went 
on was to see Susanna Brownell who was absent at Bristol.

 August 3, Thursday: Simon Mayr read his study of Franchinus Gaffurius to the Ateneo, Bergamo. This was 
the initial portion of a projected book on various people. He would be prevented from completing the work by 
illness and death.

President James Monroe instructed that the Africans of the negrero Antelope were to be held in Savannah by 
US Marshal John H. Morel until the white people could come to agreement on their destiny.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day Again went to Portsmouth to attend the Quarterly Meeting 
at Large, the first appearance was from a young Woman from Lynn 
in supplication much to dissatisfaction - Then a short lively 
testimony from Thos Anthony, the rest of the service fell 
chiefly to our dear friend & Brother Charles Osborn. he had much 
also to communicate in the last meeting & visited the womens 
meeting - We dined at Uncle Peters after which Sister Ruth & 
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Eleanor Lawton & myself went on towards Providence in the Waggon 
& reached James maxwells in Warren before night. Sister Ruth & 
I with the view of attending the School committee & Eleanor to 
enter as Nurse in the Yearly Meeting school

 August 29, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 29 of 8 M / This Afternoon carried Aunt Stanton & Nancy 
Warren in the Waggon to Portsmouth. went to Clarke Chases & 
walked round to view the Farm Some Apples & Pears rearly ripe & 
the appearance of a considerable quantity. The went to Uncle 
Thurstons & took tea. —

 August 31, Thursday: Radical leader Major Rafael de Riego made a triumphal entry into Madrid in support 
of the 1812 constitution.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31 of 8 M / This morng took the Waggon & carried father 
Rodman & Sister Eliza & John to Portsmouth to attend the Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting. In the first meeting J Dennis said a few words 
but with me life was low. The buisness of the last, was pretty 
well conducted & in my feelings life rose in a very pleasant & 
comfortable degree for which continued evidence of Divine favor 
I desire to be thankful - We dined at Rich Mitchells 

 September 4, Monday:  Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9th of 9 M / This Afternoon took the Waggon & with My 
H, John & Aunt Stanton rode to Portsmouth & took tea with our 
Aged Cousin Elizabeth Chase. The Afternoon was pleasant & the 
time was spent pleasantly, but my mind was occupied much in 
retrospection, on my past visits at the House when the family 
were all alive & together, but now how changed? Soon we shall 
all be changed, soon all consigned to the Silent grave & may we 
so live while here, as to be received into happiness in the World 
to come. —

A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: 

• François Arago presented the findings of the Danish physicist Hans Christian Ørsted to the French 
Academy in Paris.

“If you wish to make an apple pie from scratch, 
you must first invent the universe.”

 — Carl Sagan
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 September 28, Thursday: Birth of Friedrich Engels.

Thomas Whiting died at the age of 72.

Thomas Whiting [of Concord], grandson of the Rev. John Whiting
by his son Thomas Whiting, Esq., was born October 3, 1748, and
graduated [at Harvard College] in 1775. He taught the grammar-
school in Concord several years, and was afterwards a merchant
here [in Concord]. He died September 28, 1820, aged 72.39

Widerschein D.639, a song by Franz Schubert to words of Schlechta, was published in the Taschenbuch zum 
geselligen Vergnügen, Leipzig.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

9 M 28 1820 5th day / Our Monthly Meeting this Day held in town 
was a season of favor. — In this first meeting father Rodman & 
J Dennis were concerned in short testimonys & in the last the 
buisness was conducted in love & condescention —
We had a number of our Portsmouth friends to dine with us. —

 October 4, Wednesday: Carl Maria von Weber performed before the King and Queen of Denmark at 
Fredriksborg.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 4th of 10 M / Rode to Portsmouth with Sister Mary to 
attend meeting - Wm T Potter & Mary Anthony were married it was 
a Silent Solemn Meeting & the Marriage was as orderly Solemnized 
as any I ever attended. — it is now over 32 years since I have 
seen a marriage in Portsmouth Meeting House when Isaac Chase was 
married to his first wife I was about 7 years old & well remember 
going to meeting with Aunt Patty Gould & Sitting with her, 
recollect of seeing them Stand up & when the certificate was 
signing She went up, signed it herself & asked cousin John to 
write my name on it. I also recollect that Elizabeth Mott 
preached, & of going home with them & being at the Wedding. —-
Ah! many changes since that day, many have since sunk to the 
Silent grave & gone hence to be seen & scarcely to be remembered 
by men any more & many also, have since been married myself among 
the number & been called into the field of action to fill up my 
allottment in civil & religious activity & soon also shall I be 
among those numbered with the Dead. May the change be happy

 October 31, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

39. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne, 
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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3rd day 31 of 10th M 1820 / I expect to set out this Afternoon 
for Somersett with my H & Sister Elizabeth to Attend the 
Quarterly Meeting which commences there tomorrow. I go under 
depression, I wish not to dwell on outward circumstances, but 
leave the past & press forward to do the best I can. The prayer 
of my spirit is Oh Lord help us. go with them that go; & stay 
with them that stay. —We lodged at Uncle Peter Lawtons in 
Portsmouth & in the evening was favord with a comfortable degree 
of resignation & the prospect a head quite Brightened. — rose 
early on the 4th day morning & set out abought day light our 
horse being rather weak did not reach Somersett till about 10 
OClock stoped at Wm Reads & procured quarters for Hannah & 
Elizabeth & went to the meeting house unharnessed the horse & 
went into a neighboring house & rested a few minutes, then to 
meeting which was a favor’d season & very comforting to my 
drooping mind. it was a time of remarkable solemnity & the love 
of the brotherhood was very conspicuous —-
I returned & dined at Wm Reads who are very kind & hospitable 
to friends thho’ not members, & offereddto Keep us thro’ the 
Meeting. This was a comfort as were were much of Strangers in 
Somersett, after dinner walked with L Clarke up to Daniel 
Braytons where I had a little of the company of Moses Brown & 
several of our dear Brothers & sisters, among whom was Anne Almy 
& Sarah Greene. — returned to Wm Reads took tea & lodged. —

 January 14, Sunday: Lieutenant John Franklin’s party ventured in two canoes from Fort Enterprise down the 
Coppermine River to the sea, and then along the coast as far east as Bathurst Inlet. Running low on supplies, 
the party then ventured across the barren tundra in the general direction of Fort Enterprise. Lieutenant George 
Back went ahead to search for natives, found some, and sent them to the main group with supplies. Ten men 
died before the supplies arrived.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 14th of 1st M / The funeral of Esther Bowen was this 
forenoon & tho’ the day was very stormy the Meeting was very 
pretty full & it proved a season of favor & Solemnity not soon 
to be forgotten, our frd D Buffum & Father Rodman were engaged 
in public testimony, I Thought with life & Authority. —

1821
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 February 22, Thursday: US Marshal John H. Morel reported that he at that time held 212 Africans of the 
negrero Antelope (one had disappeared, one had been “judicially discharged,” and 44 had died).

Dr. Abiel Heywood was administered an oath in regard to the Concord Social Library.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 22nd of 2nd M 1821 / The travelling is very bad, & I felt 
afraid to go with any one in a Chaise & considerd it improper 
for me to be at The expence of one alone, so I concluded to omit 
going to Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day 
held there. — In the Afternoon attended the funeral of James 
Goddard son of Thomas on the Point
Father Rodman was engaged in testimony & it proved a pretty solid 
opportunity - he [James Goddard] was not member of society, but 
being descended from friends bury in our ground & according to 
our custom.

 March 16, Friday: Carlo Felice of Sardinia forced Carlo Alberto to renounce the throne.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 16th of 3rd M 1821 / This forenoon Uncle & Aunt Stanton 
arrived with their Baggage, intending to settle on their Farm 
in Portsmouth — This Afternoon I went on board the Packet (Ann 
Mariah) that brought them & sailed round the North end of the 
Island thro’ the Stone Bridge afterwhich we Anchored under 
Goulds Island & Staid all night. in the night it blowed hard at 
SE & I Sleept but little, next Morning (7th day) after breakfast 
we run down to the farm & laid the sloop on shore & got all 
things into the house early in the Afternoon. I sleept there 
with Uncle & next morning (1 day [Sunday]) came home but not 
in season to get to Meeting, & in the Afternoon, I felt unwell 
with a cold & fatigue & staid at home

 April 13, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 13th of 4 M / This Afternoon Went out of Town on buisness 
intending to stay some days - lodged at Pardon Browns where I 
went to clean his Clock - Next morning finding myself unwell, 
finished my buisness & returned home in the Afternoon & found 
Uncle Stanton had sent in for my H & John to spend the Day, & 
stay all night, & finding the exercise of Walking had much 
relieved my back which was very lame, I took a Chaise & went out 
again, & got to Uncle Stantons fofore tea time, where we lodged. 
—
Next Morning being First Day we went to Portsmouth Meeting where 
we found Sarah Tucker who appeard twice in Testimony & a few 
words were spoken by Anne Dennis & a precious Meeting it Was. 
Sarah I thought was favord to speak to the States of some present 
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in a remarkable manner. —
We returned & dined at Uncle Stantons spent the Afternoon & rode 
home. —

 April 23, Monday: A Polonaise in Ab by Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin was performed for the initial time, by 
the composer and his teacher, Wojciech Zywny.

Francisco de Paula Escudero replaced Eusebio Bardaji y Azara as First Secretary of State of Spain.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 23rd of 4th M 1821 / This Afternoon our fr Sarah Tucker 
finished her family visits in This town, but did not make a 
general visit in Newport her concern laying chiefly to those who 
had familys particularly of young children - Father Rodman 
accompanied her about Town - In Portsmouth & Middletown her 
visits were more general - & all to good satisfaction - It is 
cause of thankfulness that The father of Mercies is moving on 
the hearts of his servants to labor in the Vineyeards & May this 
labor of love prove to his honor - may the good seed be sown, 
take root downward & spring upward & produce an hundred fold.-

 June 9, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9 of 6th M / Our Yearly meeting begins at Portsmouth 
this morning. I went out last night to Uncle Stantons & Lodged 
—Our Select meeting was a Season of favor Our frd Stephen Grellet 
was engaged in much Gospel love to point out many christian 
experiences & Doctrines to the consolation of many present & I 
supposed a few were disturbed at Some things he Said. — After 
Meeting I returned & dined dat Uncle Stantons & in the After 
Meeting rode home in the Rain & got much weter than I have been 
in many years -

 June 15, Friday: The guard in the King’s Mews mutinied in support of Lady Caroline Amelia of Brunswick-
Wolfenbüttel, Princess of Wales.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day / My Mother, Cousin Molly Howland & Cousin Hannah 
Gardiner Spent the Afternoon with us - we also had a call from 
Micajah Collins & wife who remain in Town, expecting to be here 
on first day. — Stephen Grellett Attends a meeting at Warren 
this Afternoon & expects to return to Portsmouth & attend 
meeting there next first Day

 June 28, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5th day 28th of 6th M 1821 / Rode this morng to Portsmouth to 
attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting — Stpoed at Uncle Peter Lawtons 
- At meeting Anne Dennis - Jonathon Dennis - Hannah Dennis & D 
Buffum all delivered testimonies — & I dont know but on the whole 
it was a pretty good Meeting, tho’ in my mind the stream of life 
did not rise as it sometimes does.—
The buisness in the last meeting went on to good satisfaction - 
the brethren Harmonising together -
My H being with me we Dined at Uncle Thurstons took tea at Uncle 
Stantons & on our way home we Stoped at Uncle R Mitchells, so 
in the course of the day having visited four Uncles, by marriage 
- got home about Dark. —

 July 7, Saturday: Emma, ou La promesse imprudente, an opera comique by Daniel Francois Esprit Auber to 
words of Planard, was performed for the initial time, in the Theatre Feydeau, Paris.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 7th of 7 M / This Afternoon Rode with Aunt M Stanton to 
her house in Portsmouth & lodged —

 July 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day Rode to Portsmouth Meeting with Aunt Stanton It was a 
season of close conflict in my mind & some help was witnessed -
Mary Hicks & Anne Dennis appeard in short testimonys - Returned 
to Dine at Uncle Stantons, spent the Afternoon & finding my stay 
necessary, till too late to come home, Staid all night & on @nd 
day Morning came home —

 July 19, Thursday: The delayed coronation banquet for King George IV, “George the Fourth, by the Grace of 
God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith,” was finally staged in 
Westminster Hall. Although the coronation of King George III had cost only about £10,000, this one would 
sum up to about £243,000. His squat official wife, Lady Caroline Amelia of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel, Princess 
of Wales, had returned to England for the occasion but was not welcome at his coronation. She would be turned 
away at 6AM dressed to the nines at the doors to the East Cloister of Westminster Abbey, then at the doors to 
the West Cloister, and then at the main entrance to Westminster Hall itself. The king had hired a bunch of 
bodybuilders and attired them in page costumes, and this group under the command of the champion pugilist 
Gentleman Jackson was charged to stand sturdily in blockage of her path. Bayonets were held under her chin 
and the Deputy Lord Chamberlain had the doors closed in her face. She then proceeded to a door near Poet’s 
Corner, where she was persuaded to desist and rode away in her carriage to the jeers of onlookers: “Back to 
Pergami!” She went home and after a dinner party which she spoiled by copious weeping, took a dose of milk 
of magnesia and some drops of laudanum and went off to bed. The monarch would refuse to recognize her as 
his Queen and would oblige the British ambassadors to ensure that monarchs in foreign courts did the same. 
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By royal command Caroline’s name would be omitted from the Book of Common Prayer, the liturgy of the 
Church of England. 

When the monarch would seek a divorce, however, he would be warned that any divorce proceedings might 
well involve the publication of sordid details relating not only to the Queen’s extensive series of adulteries, but 
also to the King’s. The monarch would spend most of his later reign in seclusion at Windsor Castle. Numerous 
statues of him would be erected during his reign (a bronze on horseback by Sir Francis Chantrey in Trafalgar 
Square, for instance, and another outside the Royal Pavilion in Brighton), and such statues would hold still and 
remain silent and represent considerable improvements on the presence of the actual royal personage.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 19th of 7 M / Our Meeting was a silent comfortable time 
In the last (preparative) we had no buisness but what [was] 
usual. — This Afternoon rode to Portsmouth to Uncle Saml 
Thurstons — I was under appointment to visit Hannah Brown (late 
Lawton) for marrying out of the order of society - Jethro 
Mitchell & I went together & before we got thro’ it was too late 
to come home so I lodged at Jethro’s & 6th day Morng walked home 
before breakfast. —
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 July 26, Thursday: Russia severed relations with the Ottoman Empire due to the latter’s refusal to guarantee 
the safety of its Christian subjects.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26 of 7 M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day was in a 
good degree comfortable, in the first Father Rodman was engaged 
in a short testimony — In the last our buisness went on pretty 
well—
A request was sent forward by Portsmouth Preparative meeting 
from ADam Anthony to be admitted to membership —
Jos Greene, P Lawton Saml & Anne Dennis dined with us —

 August 1, Wednesday: Samuel Kneeland, Jr. was born in Boston, Massachusetts, the 1st son of the merchant 
Samuel Kneeland (May 8, 1794- ) and Nancy Burt Johnson Kneeland. The infant was cross-eyed. He would 
be educated at Boston Latin School.

Friends and members of the Protestant Episcopal Church met at 5PM in a Raleigh, North Carolina home and 
agreed to form a congregation to be known by the name of “Congregation of Christs [sic] Church.” They 
elected a 5-member Vestry that included John Haywood, State Treasurer of North Carolina, as Senior Warden, 
John Louis Taylor, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, as Junior Warden, and William 
Henry Haywood, Jr., later a United States Senator, as Clerk.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 1st of 8 M 1821 / Rode in the Stage this morng to 
Portsmouth & —?[obscured] the Select Quarterly Meeting - Dined 
at Uncle R Mitchells came home with Uncle Stantons Waggon & 
returned with H & John & lodged at Uncle Stantons. —

 August 7, Tuesday: At 10:25PM Lady Caroline Amelia of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel, Princess of Wales, 
inconvenient wife of King George IV of England who had been ailing ever since being barred in the previous 
November from his coronation in Westminster Abbey, finally died at Brandenburg House of an intestinal 
obstruction which may have been cancer. She had reached the age of 53. Right up to the end she had been being 
spied upon and reported upon by agents of the king. The king was aboard his yacht when he received the news, 
and retired to his cabin for the remainder of the day. The people, who would not be required by the government 
to officially mourn, again rallied to her. “she’s dead, great Caroline is dead.... The Rose of England is no more.” 
Crowds assembled to witness her funeral procession and insist upon a proper route for it, so the English 
monarch had his Life Guards fire into the crowds — despite two deaths the public refused to disperse.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 7 of 8 M / Rode to Portsmouth this Afternoon with Zacheus 
Chase, lodged at Uncle Stantons - 4th day morning Walked to 
Meeting, went across the Land & stoped at Richd Sissons & on my 
way our to the rode passed by the old Sisson House which I 
believe is the only one on the Island that has leaden windows 
Sashes & dimond glass - was caught in a shower of Rain & stoped 
at ? Sissons & saw his mother aged 86 Years, a sociable, pleasant 
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& intelligent old woman. — At Meeting which was a solid[?] time, 
Ruth Meely engaged in testimony, to the consolation of many 
minds present. — Dined at Uncle Thurstons & in the Afternoon had 
an opportunity with Adam Anthony in consequence of his request 
to be admitted to membership — Took tea with Adam & in the eveng 
he brought me home in his Chaise

 August 12, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 12th of 8 M 1821 / Our meetings were both solid - D 
Buffum in the forenoon & father Rodman in the Afternoon 
deliver’d short testimonys — 
After meeting in the Afternoon by request of Geo [?] Hazard set 
out with his son Alfred to go to Plainfield in Connecticut to 
place him at Rowland Greenes school The first night we lodged 
at Uncle Stantons. 2nd day [Monday] morning rose early & 
reached Benj Pearces at the Toll gate in Portsmouth & took 
breakfast then crossed Bristol ferry & rode to Warren where we 
fed our horse, then went on to Providence & reached Moses Brown’s 
& lodged - 3rd day Morning proceeded on our journey stoped at 
several places to rest, & reached Sterling to dinner then went 
on & reached Rowlands House by the middle of the Afternoon — 
found it a pleasant situation, & the people also very pleasant 
within doors 

Lodged there & on 4th day Morning, left my charge - & proceeded 
homewards, suffering much with the heat - dined at Fishes tavern 
in Scituate - then came —[obscured] & got into town in season 
to take a dish of tea at Obadiah Browns, walked round Providence 
to transact a little buisness & then rode out to Moses Browns & 
lodged, spending the evening in his very interesting company —
5th day Morning went up to the Yearly Meeting School & spent a 
little time very satisfactorily with the Superintendent & 
teachers, then came on to Warren and Dined & in the Afternoon 
reached home
This little journey has been in a good degree proffitable to me 
- my views have been extended, I have seen a greater extent of 
inland country than I ever did before, - it was the first time, 
& may be the only time I ever shall be in the State of 
Connecticut. — The Scenerey of the country has afforded an 
abundant theme for reflection & much beyond my theme of 
contemplation. - but according to my measure, I endeavour’d to 
proffit by it - In & about Providence I met with some of my 
friends that I love, & whose company is proffitable, so that 
altho’ there has been no pecuniary benefit, yet is has been no 
loss. —
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 August 30, Thursday: The New York state constitutional convention began in Albany.

Franz Schubert’s female chorus Der 23. Psalm, translated by Moses Mendelssohn, was performed for the 
initial time, in the Gundelhof, Vienna.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 8 M / Rose early & with my H rode to Portsmouth 
to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting on the way went down to Uncle 
Stantons of which circumstance I was glad as Aunt would not have 
been able to get to meeting without our assistance as Uncle was 
lame & The boy not at home
At the first meeting Anne Dennis appeard in a few words follow’d 
by Mary Morton Hannah Dennis & Ruth Mealy all well adapted & 
pertinent & I thought it a pretty good meeting — In the last 
Adam Anthony was received into Membership - & Several other 
subjects of weight & importance came before us, some of them 
occasioned close exercise, but on the whole I considerd truth 
gained the Victory & the meeting closed pretty well — We returned 
with Aunt Patty & dined, & then rode home

 September 13, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 13 of 9 M / Our Meeting was to me rather an unsettled 
season but a degree of favor was experienced - A few words by J 
Dennis - At 2 OClock the committee in care of the Request of 
John A Wardsworth met at our house, which was a solid interesting 
opportunity — After which I rode to Portsmouth with Benjamin & 
Niobe Marshall who arrived just before Meeting time on a visit 
to their father & Mother, we got there in season to return before 
dark. — Aunt Patty had gone to take a ride with Ellen, but Uncle 
was at home & highly pleased to see his children & grandchild —

 September 29, Saturday: The Boston Handel and Haydn Society Collection of Church Music, compiled by 
Lowell Mason, was announced in the leading American music journal, The Euterpeiad.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 29th of 9 M 1821 / Towards night Cousin Henry Gould took 
me to Portsmouth in his Chaise as far as black Sam’s Corner & I 
walked from thence down to Uncle Stantons, & staid all night

 October 25, Thursday: The Kyrie and Gloria from the Missa Solemnis by Ludwig van Beethoven were 
performed for the initial time, in the Landstandischer Saal, Vienna. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25 of 10th M / Last evening Uncle Stanton sent his Waggon 
in & with My H & John went to Portsmouth & lodged at his House 
- This forenoon we went to Meeting - In the first, father Rodman 
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spoke a little which to me was Savory, & it was a pretty good 
meeting - In the last which was our Moy [Monthly] Meeting we had 
considerable buisness, attended with exercise, but Truth rose 
over all & had dominion over all wrong things — John A Wadsworth 
was recd into membeership, & Holder C Weeden & Abby Anthony 
proposed their intentions of Marriage — After Meeting which held 
pretty late in consequence of considerable buisness -we Rode 
back to Uncle Stantons & again lodged, as there was not time for 
the Carriage to come to Town & return — 

 December 27, Thursday: At a benefit for Gioachino Rossini in the Teatro San Carlo, Naples, attended by the 
king, royal family, ministers, and many members of the nobility, the composer’s cantata La riconoscenza to 
words of Genoino was performed for the initial time.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 12 M 1821 / Last evening rode to Portsmouth with 
Uncle Stanton, lodged at his House & found my Mother in pretty 
good health — This morning walked to meeting - the first was 
Silent & tho’ I believe generally a pretty dull time yet my mind 
was in some good degree favour’d, at least with some feelings 
of a right kind — In the last (Monthly) our buisness went on 
pretty well. - among the concerns that came before us was the 
pleasant & encouraging circumstance of a request for membership 
from Eliza P Burrington wife of John Burrington of Portsmouth. 
— Dined at Uncle Saml Thurstons & Walked home —

 January 12, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 12th of 1 M / This Afternoon Aunt Stanton came to Town 
& being under an appointment to be at Portsmouth I went with her 
& stayed at her house & found my Mother well she has been there 
Sometime & expects to Stay all Winter

 February 28, Thursday: Francisco Martinez de la Rosa replaced Ramon Lopez Pelegrin as Spain’s First 
Secretary of State.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 2nd M / Yesterday Afternoon; We went to 
Portsmouth with [—]t Stanton who came on purpose to fetch us & 
lodged there
Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day was a quiet, large & favoured 
season - In the public Meeting H Dennis & Anne Dennis were 
engaged in public testimony - & The buisness went on with 

1822
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regularity & order - staid all night at Uncle Stantons & 6th day 
Morning rode home —

 June 15, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 15th of 6 M / With my H rode to Portsmouth to attend our 
Select [—]lry Meeting Stoped at Uncle Sam; Thurstons where I saw 
[&] became acquainted with our fr George Withey from England 
[our} Meeting was the largest Select Meeting I ever sat in & D 
Buffum thought it was the largest he had seen in that [—-se] it 
was a solid time, tho’ the seed was low under [—]ssion — Hannah 
Smith of Burlington opened the Service [in a] short but Solid 
testimony, & after a short but weighty [-] from G Withey. it 
[at] the proposal of D Buffum the Meeting proceeded to buisness, 
which was conducted with weight - We dined with Saml Thurston 
where we again had the Company of G Withey & found he improved 
on acquaintance —
After dinner rode home & found some company

 June 23, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day / Our frd George Withey attended our Morning Meeting 
then the Afternoon was at Portsmouth - the Meeting in town was 
large & he preached a truly orthodox Sermon In The Afternoon 
Tristram Russell & Ruth Spencer were with us & exercised their 
gifts...- This seems to be the last of Yearly Meeting, & I hardly 
know what to say About it. - Trial awaits us, but I believe 
[?there?] is no trial so great, but to use a common expression 
- a plaster is made as great as the Sore. — We understand George 
was favoured at Portsmouth [tho’?] not so open in the ministry 
as in Newport
Took tea at Father [Clarke] Rodmans after Meeting. —

At approximately this point Denmark Vesey was captured.

 June 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27th of 6 M 1822 / This morning rode to Portsmouth with 
Sister Mary to attend The Monthly Meeting - Stoped at Uncle 
Thurstons — Meeting was silent - The buisness was transacted 
pretty well, & with a degree of satisfactory weight
Dined at Uncle Stantons. —

 July 14, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 14th of 7 M / Silent in the forenoon, & the Meeting small 
on the womens side in consequence of a hevy Rain
In the Afternoon larger, a short testimony from Father Rodman - 
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both meetings were seasons of much reflection on the state of 
society - several young men in Portsmouth have departed from our 
principles in going to the Theatre, one in delivering an Oration 
& turning out under Military escort to go to the Meeting for 
that purpose. - This is cause for Mourning & sorrow. —

 July 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 7 M / In our first Meeting David Buffum was very 
lively in testimony, on the Journey of the children of Israel 
[—]aiving the inferance that as they did it was necessary to get 
out right & persevere in the right way, least as they did, we 
get lost in the Wilderness & as nearly all [—] that generation 
did come short of the promised land... In the last meeting we 
had an exercising time no less than three young men reported 
from Portsmouth Preparative Meeting for joining in the 
cellebration of Independence - one of them delivered an Oration, 
another read the Declaration of Independence, the other assisted 
on the occasions & all of them has attended The Theatre - this 
is a sad [con]dition which calls for the prompt labour of 
society

 July 30, Tuesday: Der Wachtelschlag, a song by Franz Schubert to words of Sauter, was published in the 
Zeitschrift fur Kunst, Vienna.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 30th of 7 M 1822 / Friends from S Kingston & Greenwich 
have passed through Town on their way to the Quarterly Meeting 
in Portsmouth — We had the company of Thos Howland & [?] Anthony 
to Tea. —
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 August 20, Tuesday: At York Factory in Manitoba, John Wedderburn Halkett presided over a meeting of the 
Hudson Bay Company Northern Department council.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 20 of 8 M / Rode this Afternoon with Hannah Dennis to 
Portsmouth on a committee to visit a young man who had departed 
from the rules & principles of Society - It proved a hard 
labouring time, all the consolation we had was a consciousness 
of having discharged our duty faithfully towards him

 August 29, Thursday: The final day of King George IV’s visit to Scotland.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 8 M / Last evening with my H rode to Portsmouth 
[to] attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting held there today — We 
lodged at Uncle Stantons - This morning took Aunt & went to 
meeting in the Waggon. — It was a Solid good meeting to me & my 
mind does rejoice in a degree of humility at being able to record 
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as such. I know not the time when the precious life was more the 
companion of my mind throughout Meeting — In the first Anne 
Dennis, Father Rodman, Hannah Dennis & A Sherman in succession 
bore testimonies & I thought all of them were fitting the states 
of some present — — In the last Meeting we had a larger portion 
of buisness than common & among it was the passing of a Young 
couple for Marriage vizt John A Wadsworth & Eliza [?] — We dined 
at Uncle Stantons, where we again had the company of Benjamin & 
Niobe Marshall, who expect to return to NYork in a few days - 
returned home towards Night & in the evening my Wife was very 
sick & faint- —

 October 31, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31st of 10th M 1822 / This morning rode to Portsmouth 
in the Stage to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting. The first 
Meeting was a season of some favour, tho’ to me a low time & 
much depressed. -Several short testimonies were delivered. — In 
the last the depression continued, two young men were disowned 
& my feelings were such that I could not be very active in the 
buisness, tho’ could not feel wholly clear of taking a small 
part. —
Dined at Uncle Saml Thurstons & went down to Uncle Stantons took 
tead & lodged - next day attended to a little buisness & had to 
do & came home.-

 November 10, Sunday: At a meeting of the Philharmonic Society of London, the members vote to offer £50 
to Ludwig van Beethoven for a new symphony.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 10th of 11th M 1822 / Yesterday towards night with my H 
& John Rode with Uncle Stanton to his House & lodged - This Morng 
we went to Portsmouth Meeting, which to me was a rather poor one 
—. returned to dinner & in the afternoon left My Wife & John 
[at] Uncle Stantons to stay & make them a Visit of a few days — 
walked home. —

 November 16, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 16th of 11 M / This forenoon Hannah & John returned from 
Portsmouth where they have been the Week past & I have kept house 
alone —

 December 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26th of 12 M / Rode to Portsmouth in the Stage to attend 
the Monthly Meeting - D Buffum preached weightily in the first 
Meeting - In the last we had but little buisness & that little 
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was transacted harmoniously
Dined at Uncle Stantons & lodged - next morning rode home in his 
Waggon. —

 March 27, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27th of 3 M / The forepart of the first Meeting was a 
season of conflict to my mind but was favord with a comfortable
[—]lince before the conclusion tho’ it did not end quite as well 
as I could wish - about the Middle of the Meeting Father Rodman 
was engaged in a Short but sound & very pertinent testimony
[—] my feelings —
In the last (Monthly) our buisness went on pretty well -
Hannah Pearce daughter of Benjamin of Portsmouth was recd 
into Membership — Adam Anthony dined with us. —

 June 26, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26th of 6 M / All day yesterday I felt as if I should 
not go to Portsmouth to attend Monthly Meeting today - but on 
waking this morning & recollecting that Sister Elizabeth Rodman 
had expressed a wish to attend, I began to cast in my mind if 
it was not my duty to carry her as my wife could not go, & tho’ 
from a variety of circumstances the prospect looked heavy, yet 
on looking the subject over, I remembered our sacrifices [—]t 
cost us something, so I resolved to go, & set out under much 
depression, but while riding some favour was sweetly extended, 
my mind became led into feeling & sympathy with my dear sister 
& her prospect of Marriage, which hither to has been a subject 
of exercise to me on her account we stoped at Uncle Thurstons 
before meeting at meeting my mind was sweetly refreshed under a 
renewed sense of the arisings of Divine life which my soul did, 
according to my small measure love & felt thankful I was at 
Meeting — but little buisness presented & the meeting closed 
soon. — We dinner at Uncle Thurstons, then went down to Uncle 
Stantons & took tea which was a pleasant visit particularly to 
Eliza who was never there before. —- In Riding home my spirit 
was uncommonly bowed, & lead mentally & fervantly to supplicate 
for our preservation thro’ the future walks of life, & my dear 
sister was brought doubly near me to my best feelings, & not a 
little affected by the prospect that it is the last time I shall 
—[possibly?] ride to Portsmouth with her, while she is Elizabeth 
Rodman. —

 August 1?: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1823
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[—]day 1? of 8 M / This forenoon Francis Shay took leave of [us] 
for Providence & this Afternoon Saml Wood of [Ne]wYork & Elijah 
Coffin came from Connanicut to [brin]g information of Jeremiah 
Hubbard’s being their [there] [&] intending to be here tomorrow 
at a Meeting which [he] appointed at 5 OClock PM - They staid a 
little while & returned to Connanicut expecting to return 
tomorrow. —

[-d]ay 1? of 8 M / This Afternoon Sam Wood of NewYork & [Eli]jah 
Coffin of North Carolina came over from Connanicut to inform us 
that Our friend Jeremiah Hubbard was [—] & expected to attend a 
Meeting tomorrow Morning & another in Newport at 5OC in the 
Afternoon to be at Portsmouth on 4th day — We forwarded this 
immediately to Portsmouth & gave out the Meeting [at] Newport 
Accordingly.

 August 21, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 8th M 1823 / Our friend Jeremiah Hubbard not 
feeling clear of Newport, returned from Portsmouth last night 
to D Buffums & attended Meeting today general information being 
given - The Meeting was large, he was favourd to declare the 
Truth in the Ancient simplicity & soundness, with uncommon power 
& clearness. — his prayer exceeded any thing I have heard for 
years. —
He attended The Preparative Meeting & preached a little to the 
relief of my feelings -
Jonathon Nichols of Salem gave information of his intentions of 
Marriage with Sister Elizabeth Rodman as did also Welcome 
Cong[don] of Providence with Mary Dennis. —

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


198 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 August 28, Thursday: Giacomo Costantino Beltrami arrived at what he conjectured to be the source of the 
Mississippi River, as well as the Red River of the North, in what eventually would become the Minnesota 
Territory, naming the place Giulia after his deceased friend back in Italy, Giulia Spada dei Medici, and naming 
other lakes nearby after her eight children.

 In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 8th M / Rode with my H to Portsmouth to attend 
the Monthly Meeting - went out the West Road stoped at Uncle 
Peter Lawtons — In the first Meeting [—] Dennis & Father Rodman 
bore short testimonies — [—] the last Jonathon Nichols of Salem 
published his intentions of Marriage with Sister Elizabeth 
Rodman & Welcome Congdon of Providence his intentions of 
marriage with Mary Dennis. — The young folk behaved with 
circumspection, their countenances bespeaking that [their] 
minds were impressed with the importance of the [—] State of 
life they were about to enter. — we dined at Uncle Thurstons, 
as did also Jonathon & Elizabeth, Father & Mother Rodman, David 
Buffum & wife, Brother David Rodman & his wife, & Sister Ruth & 
Mary Rodman.
After dinner Rode down to Uncle Stantons & took tea with them, 
where I found My Mother ins usual health & spirits. — The Life 
of religion has been low with me today, but have made some [—
ausens] after it, with a little success. —
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On approximately this day, Waldo Emerson wrote in his JOURNAL:

 October 29, Wednesday: Franz Liszt and his family arrived in Augsburg where he would give three concerts 
over the next four days.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 29th 10 M / This Afternoon with my H rode to Portsmouth 

Tuesday Morning I engaged Mr Bartlett to bring me to Mrs
Shepard’s.... After spending three days very pleasantly at Mrs
Shepard’s, among orators, botanists, mineralogists, & above
all, Ministers, I set off on Friday Morning with Thos Greenough
& another little cousin in a chaise to visit Mount Holyoke. How
high the hill may be, I know not; for, different accounts make
it 8, 12, & 16 hundred feet from the river. The prospect repays
the ascent and although the day was hot & hazy so as to preclude
a distant prospect, yet all the broad meadows in the immediate
vicinity of the mountain through which the Connecticutt [sic]
winds, make a beautiful picture seldom rivalled. After adding
our names in the books to the long list of strangers whom
curiosity has attracted to this hill we descended in safety
without encountering rattlesnake or viper that have given so bad
fame to the place. We were informed that about 40 people ascend
the mountain every fair day during the summer. After passing
through Hadley meadows, I took leave of my companions at
Northampton bridge, and crossed for the first time the far famed
Yankee river.... In the afternoon I set out on my way to
Greenfield intending to pass the Sabbath with George Ripley....
By the light of the Evening star, I walked with my reverend uncle
[the Reverend Ripley], a man who well sustains the character of
an aged missionary.... After a dreamless night, & a most
hospitable entertainment I parted from Greenfield & through an
unusually fine country, crossed the Connecticut (shrunk to a
rivulet in this place somewhere in Montagu).... From Mr Haven’s
garret bed I sallied forth Tuesday morng [sic] towards
Hubbardston, but my cramped limbs made little speed. After
dining in Hubbardston I walked seven miles farther to Princeton
designing to ascend Wachusett with my tall cousin Thomas
Greenough if I should find him there, & then set out for home
in the next day’s stage. But when morning came, & the stage was
brought, and the mountain was a mile & a half away — I learned
again an old lesson, that, the beldam Disappointment sits at
Hope’s door. I jumped into the stage & rode away, Wachusett
untrod.... Close cooped in a stage coach with a score of happy
dusty rustics the pilgrim continued his ride to Waltham, and
alighting there, spent an agreeable evening at Rev. Mr Ripley’s
Home he came from thence the next morning, right glad to sit
down once more in a quiet wellfed family — at Canterbury.
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& lodged at Uncle Stantons. —

 November 17, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 17 of 11 M / Last 7th day afternoon I Rode to Portsmouth 
with Aunt Stanton & lodged. —

 December 25, Thursday: Narciso de Heredia y Begines, Conde de Ofalia replaced Carlos Martinez de Irujo y 
Tacon, marques de Casa-Irujo, duque de Sotomayor as 1st Secretary of State of Spain.

Two works for chorus and organ by Samuel Wesley were performed for the initial time, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London: Magnificat and Nunc dimittis.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25 of 12 M / Rode to Portsmouth in the Stage to attend 
Moy [Monthly] Meeting - The first was a favourd Meeting & Hannah 
Dennis was engaged in a lively testimony. — In the last there 
was not much life, but the buisness was pretty well conducted. 
— Wnet to Uncle Stantons, dined lodged & next Morning Walked 
home. —

 January 29, Thursday: William Kneass became the 2d chief engraver for the US mint (until 1840) at an annual 
salary of $2,000.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 1st M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day held 
in Newport was large, the weather being very pleasant Portsmouth 
Friends pretty well came in. — In the first meeting Anne Dennis, 
Hannah Dennis & Ruth Freeborn bore acceptable testimonys, but 
nevertheless, I thought life was low generally over the Meeting 
—
In the last we had much buisness & some of it of a trying nature, 
but it appeard to me things were pretty well managed & so ended —

 February 1, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 1 of 2 M 1824 / Our Meetings were solemn & quiet, tho’ 
silent all Day — We took tea & set the evening at Father Rodmans 
-John having gone to Portsmouth to stay the rest of the Week 
while we go to Providence to attend the Quarterly Meeting, 

1824
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which we intend to do health & weather permiting.—

 February 26, Thursday: Ludwig van Beethoven received a petition by 30 musicians, publishers, and other 
admirers, requesting a performance of his newest works.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26 of 2 M / For several days & particularly yesterday I 
have been quite unwell with a hevy cold, some fever & a rheumatic 
pain in my knee which was very tedious last night - which 
prevents my attendance of our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day 
held in Portsmouth — My heart is with my friends now assembled 
there, to transact the weighty & important concerns of the 
Church. but such was the situation of my health that I could not 
think it prudent to go. —
Yesterday Afternoon we had the company of Wm R Thurston of NYork 
to tea & a call from him this morning - He is here on buisness 
expecting to leave for home this Afternoon or tomorrow —

 March 3, Wednesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 3rd of 3rd M 1824 / Our friend Isaac Stevenson from 
England was at Portsmouth Meeting today - & is this evening at 
David Buffums where I went to see him Br Dodman taking Richard, 
R’s Mary & John along with us. —
He seems to be a friend of the true stamp, his company was very 
pleasant & rendered more so, being a particular & intimate 
acquaintance of my frd & correspondent Thos Thompson of 
Liverpool. — He is to be at our Meeting tomorrow & Dines with 
us. —

 March 27, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 27th of 3rd M / This Afternoon rode to Portsmouth with 
Aunt Stanton & took John along to spent a little time with Cousin 
B Marshall & his son John who arrived from NYork Last night & 
went out this morning — First Day Walked from Uncle Stantons to 
Meeting, Benj Marshall in company - Uncle Aunt & my John rode 
in the Waggon. — It was to me a good Meeting & a pretty good 
day, tho’ low in feelings — Mary Hicks preached a little in a 
solid weighty manner - & Ruth Freeborn was engaged in a lively 
pertinent testimony —
In the Afternoon Br Isaac came out to Uncle Stantons with whom 
I rode home, & left John & David as company for John Marshall. —
Found Thos Hornsby no better & Aunt Nancy Carpenter quite 
unwell. —
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 April 29, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 4 M / Did not go to Portsmouth to attend Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting - various discouragements attending - Was 
absent two Days last week, a prospect of Quarterly Meeting next 
week - & Thos Hornsby who lives in the house with us is very ill 
— a day of much seriousness to me —

 May 1, Saturday: Ludwig van Beethoven took a room for the summer in Penzing (he would leave after three 
weeks because, he said, people on a nearby footbridge were staring at him while he was shaving). 

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 1st of 5 M 1824 / Rode to Portsmouth with Aunt Stanton 
this PM - lodged & this (1st day [Sunday]) went with her to 
meeting A precious good one to me, which I felt very thankful for
Uncle brought me part of the way home this Afternoon

 May 3, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 3 of 5 M / This Afternoon went to Portsmouth again with 
Dr Hazard to bleed Uncle Stanton who is complaining. —

 June 8, Tuesday: A wool washing and fulling machine was patented by Noah Cushing of Québec (the patent 
office having just opened its doors, this was the 1st patent ever issued in Canada).

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 8th of 6th M / Yearly Meeting has now Commenced, (that 
is) Wm Forster Jr has come - had a meeting at Portsmouth day -
took tea with us on his way to Connanicut to have a Meeting there 
tomorrow

Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:

We have been here for some time. The place itself is delightful.
The views superb. Air as pure as air can be, but not a soul to
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If, while he was working, he did not go out during the
forenoon, in order to compose himself, he would stand
at the washbasin ... and pour great pitchersful of
water over his hands, at the same time howling or, for
a change, growling out the whole gamut of the scale,
ascending and descending; then, before long, he would
pace the room, his eyes rolling or fixed in a stare,
jot down a few notes and again return to his water
pouring and howling.... Beethoven was everywhere
unwelcome as a lodger.
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speak to-not a neighbour, with the exception of some totally
uneducated farmers, their wives and daughters. We are all here.
Frances has a pony. Josephine is not allowed to ride at present.
So I ride a huge farm-horse-who is as thin as a knife; no roads,
so we risk our lives every moment. Albert sometimes rides in
front of us. and when we are approaching a dangerous spot he
blows a horn. I wish some of my Paris intimes could see us-how
amused they would be. Mamma attends to all our personal
comforts. We have many too many servants. Frances has named it
“Castle Solitude.” Our greatest friends are the mosquitoes, who
certainly keep us company. Father reads all day as he is
compiling some work. It is too hot for him to go to Washington
at present. Mr. Crawford is no better.

 June 12, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 12th of 6 M / Went to Portsmouth with my H & attended 
the Select Yearly Meeting which was a Season of divine favour, 
wherein the hearts of many were comforted with the renew’d faith 
that the Law & Testimony remained precious & would stand the 
test of all oppositions. - to my mind it was a time to be 
remembered The Testimony of our frd Wm Forster, Isaac Stevenson, 
Sally Collins, & others of our own members were plain & 
Prevalent. —

 June 20, Sunday: The remains of John Josias Conybeare were interred in the churchyard at Bath Easton.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 20th of 6th M 1824 / It was rainy & our forenoon meeting 
was small. Our frd Ruth Davis had good acceptable service. — The 
Afternoon meeting was difered till 4 OClock by request of our 
Ancient frd Wm Jackson who attended Portsmouth Meeting in the 
forenoon & wished to be at ours in the Afternoon. —
Wm Jackson attended in the Afternoon, & addessed the youth, 
particularly the “Little lads” which was very comfortable to my 
feelings - at a second rising he preached more generally & very 
acceptably. —

August 3, Tuesday: Singapore was ceded to Great Britain by the Sultan of Johore.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 3rd of 8th M / This morning rode in the Rain with my H 
& John to Portsmouth, lodged at Uncle Stantons & 4th day Morning 
took his waggon & went to attend the Select Quarterly Meeting 
which was a season of some searching, which I hope may be 
proffitable both to Ministers & Elders. — We dined at Uncle P 
Lawtons & in the Afternoon while I attended the meeting for 
Sufferings H went to Adam Anthonys — The service of the Meeting 
for Sufferings is to me a new one, & a weighty one - which I 
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feel very incompetent too —-The cares of Society & concerns of 
my own are heavy upon me, but I desire to do as well as I can, 
& leave the rest. —

 August 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8th of 8 M 1824 / Meetings nearly silent & very good 
ones to me - I may acknowledge it has been a good day to me - 
my spirit tender & my mind in a good measure centerd in that 
which gives stability. —
My H & John are at Portsmouth, not having returned since 
Quarterly Meeting. —

 August 25, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 25 of 8 M / This Afternoon went to Portsmouth to attend 
the Monthly Meeting & lodged at Uncle Stantons. —

 September 11, Saturday: Due to Carl Maria von Weber’s increasing debilitation from tuberculosis, Heinrich 
August Marschner was appointed director of the German and Italian opera companies in Dresden.

Scottish reformer Fanny Wright and her sister Camilla were invited to stay with Maria Colden, wife of former 
mayor Cadwallader Colden, in New York during their visit to the US.

In Newport, Rhode Island Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 11th of 9th M / Rode this morning to Portsmouth Meeting 
House with D Buffum to attend the funeral of Mary Aylsworth, who 
died on 5th day at Isaac Almys - the funeral was small but a 
solid sitting at the Meeting House after the Corpse was inter’d 
-& Wm Almy was engaged in a sound pertinent testimony. — We dined 
at Isaac Almys & had an Opportunity of much conversation with 
Wm on concerns of society & some other subjects in [which] he 
with D Buffum & myself were concerned. —
Mary Aylesworth was a solid exampary [sic] friend & had a 
testimony to bear in public for some Years - She was daughter 
of John Aylesworth & for many years had lived in Wm Almys family 
& chiefly a companion to his daughter Anne

 September 25, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 25th of 9th M 1824 / Rode this Afternoon to Portsmouth 
with Uncle Saml Thurston & after taking tea at his house took 
Saml Peebles who was at his house & walked down to Uncle Stantons 
& lodged - Next Morning rode to meeting with Aunt Patty - Abby 
Sherman & Mary Hix preeached - I returned to Uncle Stantons & 
dined, then walked up to Uncle Thurstons to attend to an 
appointment from the Moy [Monthly] Meeting where the committee 
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agreed to Meet — after which Uncle Thurston brought me as far 
as the two Mile corner & I walked the rest of the distance, & 
being unwell found the distance a Match for me
On my return, found John quite unwell with the St Anthonys fire, 
& My H almost sick with a cold Sister Ruth set the evening with 
us —

 November 13, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 13 of 11 M / This Afternoon went to Portsmouth & lodged 
at cousin Shadrack Chases - 

 November 14, Sunday: The Symphony no.1 op.11 by Felix Mendelssohn was performed for the initial time, 
in the Mendelssohn home, Berlin on the occasion of his sister Fanny’s 19th birthday.

In Portsmouth, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day Rode to Meeting with cousin Jacob, & after meeting went 
to Uncle Stantons & dined -then walked home. - A pleasant little 
visit, especially to cousin Shadrack, who is a great sufferer 
in the body, with distress for breath, I believe chiefly owing 
to a polypus in his nose -

 December 30, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 12 M / Yesterday afternoon I went to Portsmouth 
part of the distance I rode & walked the rest to Uncle Stantons, 
where I found my mother well & lodged
This morning walked to meeting, the first was a season of 
uncommon favour, the Silence was to be felt & the appearance of 
H Dennis both in supplication & testimony were Solemn & 
impressive. Anne said a few words & Ruth Freeborn was also much 
favoured in testimony & was particuarly comfortable to Friends 
as she is just emerging from a long state of depression both in 
body & mind. —The last Meeting had but little buisness - I rode 
in David Buffums carriage to Rich Mitchells to dinner & from 
thence Home -
I bear in Solemn rememberance that I am this day 43 Years of Age 
- I awoke before day light & remembered it the first thing —& 
my mind has ruminated on the subject at times all day -Surely I 
have great cause to be thankful for the many mercys & favours & 
deliverances that I have had in the course of my life -& have 
with shamefacedness to acknowledge my poor returns of 
faithfulnes & dedication of heart to Him who hath evidently 
preserved me thro’ many trials unknown to any mortal but myself. 
— Yet have I confidence to trust in his power, thro’ the 
Mediation of Jesus Christ, & desire to offer unto him 
Thanksgiving & praise for the past & humbly implore a 
continuance of Mercy. —
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Our dear Young friends Wing Russell & Joseph Tillinghast from 
New Bedford set the evening with us

 January 8, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st 8th of 1st M / Uncle Samuel Thurston Departed this life this 
Morning about 9 OClock —.—

1st day — After attending the Morning Meeting at home I rode to 
Portsmouth with Anne Dennis, & After visiting Aunt Thurston a 
little while in her affliction & looking on the remains of her 
beloved Consort - I went down to Uncle Stantons to visit my 
Mother & staid all night. —

 January 23, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 23rd of 1 M / Our Morning Meeting was well attended 
considering it was very cold, raw high wind & cloudy — Father 
Rodman was largely exercised in his ministry. — - In the 
Afternoon small & a few words by Father Rodman. —- I have to 
acknowledge great Poverty of Spirit —-
Yesterday I went to Portsmouth with D Buffum to attend the 
funeral of Joseph Mott - the Meeting was held at the Meeting 
house & was a season of favour - our friends D Buffum & Ruth 
Freeborn were very lively & impressively engaged in Testimony —
we Dined at the late residence of Uncle S Thurston & after a 
little time of sitting with the Widow & family in free 
sympathetic conversation we rode home —

 January 31, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 31 of 1st M 1825 / Rode in the Stage this Morning to 
Portsmouth to attend to some buisness for Uncle Stanton where I 
spent the day & lodged. — finding my Mother very smart & well 
considering her Age &c. —

 February 24, Thursday:  Dr. Berlioz, after hearing of the fiasco of December 27th, severed the allowance of 
his son Hector (this began Hector Berlioz’s financial troubles, which would persist through the 1830s).

Thomas Bowdler, censor and prude, died.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 2 M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting is this day held 

1825
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at Portsmouth in a very fine pleasant day, tho’ the travelling 
muddy -& I not there, which may not tend to my Spiritual strength 
but all things considerd I thought I should feel easy my self 
to stay at home, being rather indisposed & my wife hardly able 
to keep up from violent head Ach. —

 March 18, Friday: The Senate of the University of Cambridge voted to grant Samuel Wesley the right to 
publish any part of the collection of manuscripts Lord Fitzwilliam had bequeathed to it in 1816 (at his own 
expense and risk).

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 18th of 3 M / Rode to Portsmouth with Dr Hazard to see 
Uncle STanton who is quite sick with the prevailing influenza —

 May 8, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8th of 5 M / Silent Meetings & smaller than usual in 
consequence of the funeral of Anna Anthony at Portsmouth which 
a number of Friends attended —
Set most of the eveng with Abigail Robinson who read me a very 
interesting part of her letter from her sister Mary Morton which 
gave an account of their Yearly Meeting at Philadelphia as 
having been a very favoured season, wherein the weight & savour 
of Divine life rose over all loose spirits, to the comfort & 
support of many drooping minds. —

 May 19, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 19 of 5 M / A good comfortable meeting to me, in Silence 
— for which I desire to be thankful —
My dear Aged Mother has been for some weeks very unwell. She was 
taken so at Portsmouth where she spent last Winter & since her 
return is no better & rather growns worse. I grow apprehensive 
that her case is Serious. —

 May 21, Saturday: Le lapin blanc, an opera comique by Ferdinand Herold to words of Melesville and 
Carmouche, was performed for the initial time, in the Theatre Feydeau, Paris.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 21st of 5 M / Rode to Portsmouth with Uncle Benjn 
Freeborn, & took tea at Aunt Elizabeth Thurstons - Then Walked 
on to Uncle Stantons & lodged. — 1st day [Sunday] Morning after 
breakfast walked up to Asa Shermans, where Jethro T Mitchell 
soon met me & with him & his son Wm rode over to Tiverton to 
attend the Meeting there being part of the committee appointed 
to visit it occasionally - The number that meet are small & the 
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spring of life evidently low, yet I do not see, any better way 
than to strive to Keep the Meeting up yet a little longer. — 
After Meeting we came directly homeward & dined at Assa 
Shermans, & from thence I rode home with D Buffum Jr who was 
also at Tiverton. —

 June 11, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 11th of 6th M 1825 / Yearly Meeting has commenced & my 
wife & I have been to Portsmouth to attend the Select Meeting, 
which was Measurably favourd - It appeared that we had with us 
as visiting Brothers & Sisters Vizt James Hazard from Cornwall 
NYork, George Hatton of Indiana who is a grand son of Susannah 
Hatton afterwards Leightfoot - Abigail Barker from Burlington & 
her companion Mary Allenson - Huldah from Vermont & Abigail R 
Hoag from the same place who is daughter of Thos Robinsons & a 
Native of Newport —
We dined at Aunt Thurstons, & afer the Meeting for Sufferings 
we came home —

 June 30, Thursday: Carl Friedrich Zelter oversaw the laying of the cornerstone of the new Berlin 
Singakademie.

On her 2d visit to London, Maria Szymanowska gave a concert before the royal family.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30th of 6 M / Yesterday I was Bled & today under the 
affects of Medicine, which renders me unfit to attend our Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting at Portsmouth today — My head has been long 
out of order & distressingly so for several days —-
This eveng our frd Sarah Morris & Catherine W Morris set a while 
with us — Isaac being unwell did not come, so we walked home 
with them at 9 OC & set with them a few minutes just to take 
leave of Isaac & their two daughters, all of them are friends 
to whom we feel nearly united, tho’ our acquaintance has been 
short. — They leave town in the course of tomorrow for New 
Bedford & Nantucket. —

 July 28, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28 of 7 M / Our friend George Hatton from the State of 
Indiana attended our Moy [Monthly] Meeting & was largely & 
accepatably engaged in testimony. — In the meeting for buisness 
we had rather more buisness than usual in addition to the Queries 
& Answers - A request was recd from Portsmouth Preparative 
Meeting by Josiah Chase to be admitted to membership & a concern 
was laid before the Meeting by Hannah Dennis to accompany Sarah 
Tucker on a religious visit to some parts of the Yearly Meeting 
to Pennsylvania, which obtained the Unity of the Meeting - & a 
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committee appointed to prepare a certificate, which was 
presented at an adjournment at 5 OClock & approved & Signed. —
We had at dinner Anne Greene, Wait Lawton Benj Freeborn & Adam 
Anthony. —

 September 17, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 17th of 9th M 1825 / Went this Afternoon to Portsmouth 
to Uncle Stantons & Lodged —

 August 3, Wednesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 3rd of 8th M 1825 / Rode to Portsmouth with my wife to 
Attend our Select Quartelry Meeting - before Meeting we went 
down to Uncle Stantons & stoped at Aunt Thurstons
After Meeting we dined at Uncle Benjn Freeborns & after the 
Sittings of several sittings of committees in the Afternoon we 
went to Uncle P Lawtons & lodged —

 August 25, Thursday: Uruguay declared its independence from Brazil and was reincorporated into the United 
Provinces of the Rio de la Plata.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 8 m / Rode to Portsmouth with sister Ruth Rodman 
to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting. — In the first Anne Dennis, 
Abigail Robinson, Ruth Freeborn & Hannah Dennis bore testimonys 
& I thought there was a remarkable correspondency in all their 
appearances, & I have no doubt their labours will be useful. —
The meeting seemed much like a dry brook in the forepart of it, 
to me, but low before it closed a comfortable degree of life 
arose, which I thought assisted me in the labours of the last 
Meeting in which some important subjects were before us —
particularly the request of John Hedly for membership - & the 
appointment of a committee to consider the propriety of giving 
testimony concerning some of our deceased Ancient friends. —
Before Meeting we stoped at Aunt Elizabeth Thurstons who we 
found very sick & no better than when I saw her some weeks ago 
—After meeting we dined & took tea at Uncle Stantons. —

 August 30, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 30th of 8 M / Rode to Portsmouth this Afternoon with 
D Buffum Jr on a committee from the Moy [Monthly] Meeting to 
Visit Wm Hall who has requested to be dismissed from society - 
he was absent from home, & we were disappointed. —
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 August 31, Thursday: Giacomo Costantino Beltrami notified the REVUE ENCYCLOPÉDIQUE that he had 
discovered in Mexico, and obtained for the outside world, an ancient Mexican manuscript printed upon agave 
leaves, now known as “the Aztec codex” and as EVANGELARIUM EPISTOLARIUM AZTECUM.40

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31 of 8 M / Rode with my H to Portsmouth to attend 
our Monthly Meeting, which was a time of refreshment our first 
meeting was livily in silence & the testimony all sweet & 
encouraging. — Mary Hicks D Buffum, Ruth Freeborn Clarke Rodman 
Hannah Dennis & A Sherman bore short lively testimonys, 
corresponding in exercise, that we might seek peace & persue 
it. —
In the last the buisness was conducted orderly & in harmony. — 
Joshua Shaw & Hannah Pearce published their intentions of 
Marriage. — We dined & spent the remainder of the Afternoon at 
Uncle Stantons. —

 November 11, Friday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 11th of 11 M 1825 / Our frd Susan R Smith left town this 
PM for Portsmouth & got to Benj Freeborns, where finding her 
mind engaged to attend a Meeting at Connanicut this Day sent 
word in early this Morning & word was forwarded in season to 
have a Meeting there this PM - I accompanied them over, & got 
there in season to dine at Jos Greenes & go to Meeting at 2 OC 
which was a very favourd one - I thought after she got thro’ 
that if the State of that people had been minutely detailed to 

40. It would turn out that the particular codice retrieved by Beltrami wasn’t ancient at all, having been produced by native students 
in 1529 under the sponsorship of a teacher at the Imperial College of Santa Cruz de Tlaltelolco in Mexico, Bernardino de Sahagun.
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her she could not have Spoken more appropriately to them - After 
sunset we crossed the ferry & they all lodged with us.

 November 21, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 21 of 11 M / Rode in the Stage to Portsmouth - went to 
Uncle Stantons on buisness staid all night & next morng came 
home-

 December 28, Wednesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 28th of 12 M 1825 / Rode this Afternoon to Portsmouth 
in D Buffums Carriage which he Kindly lent us, taking Sister 
Ruth along, & Lodged at Uncle Stantons. — 5th day rode in the 
Morng up to the late residence of our Aunt Elizabeth Thurston 
to attend her funeral, which proceeded to the Meeting house 
where we had a very solemn Meeting in which Hannah Dennis & Ruth 
Freeborn were well engaged in testimony - After the Meeting was 
over & the Corpse interd we returned into the Meeting house to 
hold our Monthly Meeting which we did with out apparant 
inconvenience from the circumstance of the funeral —
We dined at Isaac Almys & rode home-

 December 28, Thursday: Franz Schubert’s song Die junge Nonne D.828 to words of Craigher was performed 
publicly for the initial time, in the Musikverein, Vienna. 

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 12 M / This day our Moy [Monthly] Meeting is 
held at Portsmouth the day is extemely cold, & being in 
expectation of a letter from NYork which will be necessary for 
me to attend to, & with all my feelings not very active - 
I omitted going to attend it. —

 January 13, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 13th of 1 M / This PM John returned from Fall River where 
he went to get information at a Factory there. — while there he 
had an invitation to ride with a Friend of his to Providence 

1826

1827
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which he did & had another opportunity of seeing his friends at 
the School, who all seem’d rejoiced to see him he passed one 
night & part of two days at the Insitution much to his 
satisfaction. — on his way home stoped at Portsmouth to visit 
his grandmother Gould Uncle & Aunt Stanton & too leave of them—

 February 22, Thursday: The Reverend John Barrett of Concord was ordained at Mesopotamia in Trumbell 
County, Ohio.

JOHN BARRETT, son of John Barrett, Jr., was born September 30,
1781, and graduated at Williams College in 1810. After obtaining
a theological education he was employed by the Evangelical
Society, and went to Ohio. He was ordained at Mesopotamia,
Trumbell County, Ohio, February 22, 1827.41

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 22nd of 2nd M 1827 / This morning our Frd D Buffum came 
in to town & took me in his carriage to Portsmouth to attend the 
Moy [Monthly] Meeting — The first Meeting was a solid favourd 
time our above mentioned friend was engaged in a lively public 
testimony “Mind your calling brethren.” he mentioned the 
necessity of minding the calling whereunto we have been called, 
that our society was raised up, he had no doubt for singular 
benefit to it in many particulars. - Our testimony against War, 
had no doubt been the means of preventing much bloodshed in the 
World & our exercions on behalf of injured Africa had also done 
much good, & well as a difusion of genuine christian principles, 
& of a purer Kind than had been generally practiced previous to 
the institution of Society. — That our worthy predecessors had 
suffered much in establishing those principles, & it behoved us 
to mind our calling & maintain the Warfare — This is but a feeble 
outline of his offering & retains but very little of the life & 
spirit in which it was delivered. - but for future rememberance 
I have thought best to insert the forgoing. —
We had but little buisness, but sat in harmony - We dined at 
Richd Mitchells & came home finding the travelling worse than 
when going, which we had previously anticipated as very bad, but 
proved better than we expected. —
Aunt Stanton was at Meeting but I could not go home with her. — 
a circumstance I regretted not having seen my Mother whi is at 
her house in about two Months. —

 April 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

41. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne, 
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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5th day 26th of 4th M / Yesterday Afternoon went to Portsmouth 
to visit Nathan Dennis on a committee from the Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting -found him very unwilling to give us a solid opportunity 
with him - but he at length consented, & we were remarkably 
favourd to reach the witness for Truth in his heart, but I fear 
not yet effectually. — Lodged at Uncle Stantons & found my dear 
Mother very feeble, & very glad to see me. —
Today went to Meeting, it being our Moy [Monthly] Meeting at 
Portsmouth - It was a favourd time Mary Hicks, A Sherman, H 
Dennis & R Freeborn were engaged in testimony. —I Wilthan Hall 
was recd into membership - Our frd David Buffum disclosed a 
prospect he has had for some Months of attending the approaching 
Yearly Meeting at New York, which as feelingly united with & a 
copy of a Minute granted him for the purpose & also one to me 
to accompany him - the prospect has been weightily on my mind 
for some time & my desire very fervcantly is to do no hurt
My H went out this Morning with her Br David we dined at Uncle 
Peters - he brought me as far as G Hathaways in his waggon & I 
walked the rest of the Distance home. —

 June 9, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9th of 6 M / We are going this morning to Select Meeting 
at Portsmouth - We feel under some discouragement about the 
Prospect of Y Meeting as my wife is quite unwell & some 
disappointed about help. —

 June 17, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 17th of 6 M / This Morng accompanied our friends Isaac 
& Anna Braithwaite to Portsmouth to attend Meeting there which 
was large & favourd - Anna being enabled to declare the Word in 
a living & powerful manner — We dined at Asa Shermans where she 
had a sitting with the family. After which we went to Uncle 
Stantons & took tea - then returned to Newport. —

 June 25, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 25 of 6 M / This Afternoon Aunt Stanton came to town & 
carried my wife out to spend a few Days
Benj & Eliza Gould spent the Afternoon at Brother Isaacs & were 
to be with us tomorrow, but for Hannahs going to Portsmouth. — 
In the course of the Afternoon Benjamin has been at the shop & 
I have shown him some of my ancient family writings & other 
curiosities in my possession. I have also endeavourd to guard 
his mind against the prevailing new notions that are among 
friends, & was glad to find an open ear & apparantly an open 
heart to receive what I said to him on the subject.-
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 June 27, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 27th if 6 M 1827 / This eveng went to Portsmouth & lodged 
at Uncle Stantons where my wife had been for days previous on a 
visit. —

 August 1, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 1st of 8th M 1827 / This Morning My wife & I rode to 
Portsmouth to attend our Select Meeting - Stoped on the way at 
Uncle Peter Lawtons, where we found several of our friends, from 
diferent parts of the Quarterly Meeting - Our Meeting was rather 
small but favoured & divers solid weighty testimonies were 
bourne - particularly by our fr Thos Shillitoe, — We dined at 
Saml Dennis’s & in the latter part of the Afternoon went to Uncle 
Stantons & lodged. —

 August 30, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

8 M 30th - 5th day / It is our Monthly Meeting at Portsmouth 
& my wife & I not there — I am sorry it is so but so it is, & I 
cannot attribute it to a want of desire & even concern to meet 
with our brethren — She is quite unwell, & so was I last night 
-tho pretty Smart this Morning. —

 August 31, Friday: Frederick John Robinson, Viscount Goderich became Prime Minister the United 
Kingdom, replacing George Canning (who had died at his home on September 8th).

 October 11, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 11th of 10 M 1827 / Today was our Select Meeting After 
which, in the Afternoon Aunt Stanton being in Town I went to 
Portsmouth to See my dear Aged Mother who was very glad to see 
me, as I was her. — I staid all night & 6th day Morning Walked 
home.—

 October 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 10th M 1827 / Various causes conspire to keep 
me from Moy [Monthly] Meeting this Day held at Portsmouth — I am 
informed by those who did go, that they had a good meeting & that 
Mary Hicks & Ruth Freeborn bore good acceptable testimonies. —

 December 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 12th M 1827 / This Morning about 10 OC Died Our 
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friend Dorcas Earl - she had long stood in the Station of Elder 
in this Moy [Monthly] Meeting & from my first recollection of 
Meetings ’till she left off attending them from Age & infirmity, 
she sat at the head of the Meeting on the Womens side. — She was 
in the 88th Year of her Age. — It is also our Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting at Portsmouth & partly from indisposition of body, the 
State of the Weather (a Snow Storm) & some other considerations 
& did not attend. - it is always unpleasant to have to omit 
attending a Meeting that I have a right & ought to attend. - but 
it is not always best to go when we can - I desire my love for 
the Truth & the Assembling ourselves together, for which & the 
transaction of our concerns in the Church. may continue, 
& I believe it does - Society is very precious to me.

 January 25, Friday: Robert Schumann played the last of several performances at the Gymnasium in Zwickau 
— a d minor piano concerto by Friedrich Kalkbrenner.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 25th of 1st M / Went to Portsmouth on buisness this 
Afternoon lodged at Uncle Stantons — 7th day walked up to the 
rode & waited at Dr Richardsons for the Stages & then rode home

 July 30, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 30th of 7 M / Abigail Weeden wife of Holder Weeden Died 
night before last & at One OClock her funeral went to Portsmouth 
& after a Meeting held at the Meeting house her remains were 
interd there
My Cousin Bathsheba Gould aged about 90 Years Died yesterday - 
I attended her funeral today at the House of cousin Henry Gould, 
the sitting was solid & a short testimony from Father Rodman, 
her remains were carried to Middletown & buried in the family 
burying ground there. —

 August 6, Wednesday:  Andrew Taylor Still was born.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 6th of 8 M / Rode to Portsmouth with my H, & D Buffum 
in his carriage - Attended Select Meeting - Dined at Asa Shermans 
- And after a setting of the Trustees of Obadiah Browns Fund, 
We went to Uncle Stantons & lodged. —

1828
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 April 30, Thursday: In the early morning, John Quincy Adams’s son George Washington Adams, on the 
steamboat Benjamin Franklin out of Providence, Rhode Island because summoned by his father to Washington 
DC, jumped overboard and drowned (it would seem that he had been hearing voices and fearing other 
passengers).

Publication of Systematische Anweisung zum Fantasieren auf dem Pianoforte op.200 by Carl Czerny was 
announced in the Wiener Zeitung.

In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 4 M / To day is our Monthly Meeting at Rhode Island 
held in Portsmouth - My mind is much with them but I feel 
satisfied that my body is here. —

 August 5, Thursday:  Charles Wesley Jr. reported that his brother Samuel was “deranged and strapped down” 
but was better after being bled by doctors. He said the cause was “drink.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day After making a number of calls & doing a little buisness 
we again Rode to Portsmouth & Attended the Quarterly Meeting at 
large held there —
In the first meeting Wm Almy was very extensively engaged in a 
sound pertinent testimony - was followed in a short good 
testimony from Anna Macomber from Westport & the Meeting 
concluded after a prayer by Betsy Purinton.
We then rode to Bristol ferry & took some dinner at Jeremiah 
Giffords & from hence crossed the ferry & rode to our now home 
at the Institution before Dark.

 October 31, Saturday: From the log of the lightkeeper on Matinicus Rock: “a saver [severe] gail Broak over 
rock”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 31 of 10 M / Christopher Almy an old acquaintance in 
Newport now in Vermont spent the day with us as it was a violent 
North East Storm of wind & Rain we were confined within doors 
which gave opportunity for much pleasant & interesting 
conversation about old times & old occurrences. I recounted this 
day with one I spent at his fathers in Portsmouth in the 1st M 
1803 when I was confined there in a great Snow Storm. - which 
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was a truly pleasnt & memorable day of my life being then just 
out of my time & on a visit to my cousin Zacheus Chase & family 
& other friends there —

 August 3, Wednesday: James Walter Spooner was born in Plymouth MA to Ephraim Spooner and Marie 
Elizabeth Spooner.

Charles Marie de Brouckere replaced Etienne Noel Joseph, chevalier de Sauvage as head of government for 
Belgium.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 3 of 8 M / My wife left yesterday after noon to attend 
the Quarterly Meeting at Portsmouth I was so fatigued & unwell 
that it did not seem best for me to go & she went in the Chaise 
with Thomas Howland. — I was glad again to meet our family, in 
our family Meeting & I have the satisfaction to believe that 
they were glad to see me. —

 January 12, Thursday: Michael Faraday read the 2d part of his paper “Experimental Researches in Electricity” 
to the Royal Society in London.

Commodore David Porter appointed John Gliddon, an English merchant resident at Alexandria, Egypt, as the 
1st United States consular agent for that port.

Fausta, a melodramma by Gaetano Donizetti to words of Gilardoni and the composer, was performed for the 
initial time, in Teatro San Carlo, Naples. The work scored a major success.

In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 12 1 M / Had an agreeable call from my friends Thos G 
Pitman & Michael Freeborn of Newport & James Chase of Portsmouth 
who have come up to attend the Gen’l Assembly now sitting in 
Providence. —

1831
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 August 6, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day Attended Select Quarterly Meeting In the Afternoon we 
rode into Newport Passed the Afternoon at Father Rodmans In the 
eveing at Aunt Nancy Carpenter but we found the Old lady very 
sick
We felt strengthened at leaving Aunt Nancy on 5th day Morning, 
but she was willing we should go to Portsmouth to attend the 
Quarterly Meeting which we did — It was a very warm day & on 
that account the most suffering Meeting I recollect to have 
attended - we had some preaching which was good & satisfactory, 
but the stream did not rise high
We had not much buisness in the last Meeting. — After Meeting 
we got a little Dinner at Jeremiah Giffords & returned to 
Providence intending to return to New Port if we understood Aunt 
Nancy was much worse.

 February 2, Monday: Waldo Emerson to his journal:

In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 2 of 2 M 1835 / Set out this morng on the Stage for 
Providence - before we got to Durfees Tavern in Portsmouth the 
Stage Broke down - concluding it would be sometime before they 
could get repaired I walked on, but by the way got a Man to take 
his Waggon & carry me to the Ferry - when the Passengers arrived 

1834
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Let Christianity speak ever for the poor & the low. Though the 
voice of society should demand a defence of slavery from all its 
organs that service can never be expected from me. My opinion 
is of no worth, but I have not a syllable of all the language I 
have learned, to utter for the planter. If by opposing slavery 
I go to undermine institutions, I confess I do not wish to live 
in a nation where slavery exists. The life of this world has but 
a limited worth in my eyes & really is not worth such a price 
as the toleration of slavery. Therefore though I may be so far 
restrained by unwillingness to cut the planter’s throat as that 
I should refrain from denouncing him, yet I pray God that not 
even in my dream or in madness may I ever incur the disgrace of 
articulating one word of apology for the slave trader or slave-
holder.
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they inform’d me they succeeded in getting under way again in 
the Stage but they had not proceeded far before the Axle tree 
broke & the Coach turned bottom upward & tho’ several were hurt 
none Seriously injured - I could but rejoice that I had taken 
another way to get to the ferry for if my weight had been added 
to the others the consequence might have been more serious - 
Crossed the ferry & again took a Coach & arrived safe at 
Providence, tho’ we again came near being oversett - the horses 
taking a shear & running on a side Bank in the road, in 
consequence of one of the bridles giving way. —
Lodged at my Kind friend Moses Browns who was very glad to see 
me & received me in a kind & affectionate manner. —

 June 3, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 3rd of 6th M 1835 / This Morning Died at Portsmouth Ruth 
Freeborn after an afflicting illness of many Months - the Dropsy 
- She was a valuable friend & excellent Minister in our Society 
- - her loss will be severely felt by her immediate friends & 
connections as well as by the Church — How many valuable members 
of society have passed from Works to reward during the past Year 
— Oh that there may be an increase of religious concern among 
us, that the pillars of our society may be supported, increased 
& found standing erect. —

 June 13, Saturday: Felix Mendelssohn accepted the position of director of the Gewandhaus concerts in 
Leipzig for the following year.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 13 of 6 M / From the last to the present date we passed 
in pleasant (& I may safely add) happy interview with our very 
dear children & our dear Sister Sarah Ashby who expect to stay 
till the close of Yearly Meeting which commences this day at 
Portsmouth which my dear wife & self attended. — It was a time 
of some secret mental suffering but on the whole was a time of 
favour, in that some were favoured to feel the ground they stood 
on & to know the time in which we live to be perilous & to require 
deep Watchfulness & care, least the enemy attack us on a fresh 
or new side & lead us a way as far in the opposite as he has 
done many in Hixism.
In the Afternoon I attended the Meeting for Sufferings - & to 
some it was really a Suffering Season. — but it was also a time 
which afforded some encouragement to believe there is some 
strength remaining. —
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 July 22, Wednesday: The balloon of the master goldbeater and intrepid aeronaut Louis Lauriat rose from 
Providence (Moshasuck), Rhode Island and in one hour and 25 minutes transited to within 19 miles of Boston 
town.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th M 22nd 1835 (4th day) / We rode to Portsmouth to attend the 
Select Meeting - which was a time of some favour, & I was glad 
I was there it being the first I have attended Since we left 
Providence — We went to Uncle Stantons & spent the Afternoon -
found him very poorly & the probability is that he is wearing 
out & cannot remain long with us - or cannot remain long on this 
side of the grave, tho’ he may outlive many who now seem in 
tolerable health —
We know not who may be called first, when I reflect on the many 
that are young in life pass to their long homes & leave behind 
them, those that are far advanced in life - I often think, how 
uncertain all things are in this transitory World

 August 5, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 5 of 8 M / Rode to Portsmouth to attend the Select 
Quarterly Meeting - which was a time of some favour - Dined at 
Uncle Stantons & returned home. —

 August 6, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 6 of 8 M / Again went to Portsmouth to attend the 
Quarterly Meeting at large, - It was a season of Watering under 
the Ministry of Moses Beede & Mead Atwater - Ruth Davis in 
supplication at the conclusion — The Meeting for buisness was 
not long - very little buisness but the Answers to the queries 
before it. — After Meeting we rode home without dinner & got 
into town in season to get on board the Lexington for Providence 
& arrived there just after Sunsett & went to my dear Friend Moses 
Browns & lodged - found him well & very glad to see me - I spent 
the evening very pleasantly with him & the company of there. —

Commander George Back arrived at Montréal on his way back home to England and glory.

Bolivia gained its independence.

 August 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27th of 8 M 1835 / We went to Portsmouth to attend our 
Moy [Monthly] Meeting - the first was silent & more buisness 
than common.
Nathan Monro’s application for Membership was recd & a committee 
appointed to visit him
Geo Bowen was complained of for marrying out of the Order of 
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society & Edw Earle & Ann B Buffum published their intentions 
of Marriage & a committte was appointed to repair to Portsmouth 
Meeting house —
Dined at Uncle Stantons.

 September 19, Saturday: Frédéric François Chopin arrived in Dresden from seeing his parents in Cieszyn. He 
was on his way to Leipzig.

Stephen Austin called on Anglo settlers in Texas to rise against the Mexican government.

A Quaker woman was depicted in this year, by Ammi Phillips:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould had strained relations with some Quaker relatives who were being led astray by 
Friend Elias Hicks:

7th day 9th of 9th M / Today Thos R Robinson & his wife Jemima 
called to take leave of us on their return home to Vermont, 
having spent the Summer here among their relations - they are 
both Hixites [Hicksites], & tho’ as relations & the offspring 
of respectable parents & familys, I felt a disposition to be 
more than civil to them, yet I could not part with them as 
Friends I had unity with — Very different was the feeling our 
Friend Stephen Stevens & his wife (Rachail Bird that was) who 
called at the Same time on their way home to Vermont to Speak 
with us by the way & take leave of us having spent a few days 
on a visit to her relations at Portsmouth - they felt life 
[like] friends with whom I had unity & sympathy. — Stephen 
brought me a remarkable Stone found on his Fathers farm it is a 
curiosity to us, thoi’ he says many such are found in clay banks 
in Vermont — it looke like some Indian carved Work
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 January 20, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 20th of 1st M / Rode in the Stage to Portsmouth to attend 
Our Select Meeting — The first was Silent & Portsmouth 
Preparative Meeting was also well conducted the Select Meeting 
which followed the others was also a pretty good Meeting — 
Rode home with cousin Henry Gould who was alone in a Sleigh —

 June 11, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 6th M 11 / We went to Portsmouth to attend Select meeting 
- It was a good meeting, before the service of buisness commenced 
- Isaac Thorn was engaged in a Baptizing supplication & a Man 
friend offered a Short testimony whose name I do not know — The 
buisness was well conducted & the Meeting was not long, we dined 
at Asa Shermans. — My wife came home, taking Saml Bettles seat 
in the carriage he went in & I took him to Meeting for Sufferings 
— Some important subjects were before us but there was much solid 
weight evidently in & over the Meeting & we got along pretty 
satisfactorily. — After Meeting rode home with Saml Bettle & had 
much interesting conversation with him on the Road. — When I got 
home I found a very pleasant & Intersting letter from Our dear 
friend Ann M Thorn dated Dublin 22 of 4th M 1836 which was very 
greatful, particularly as her husband was present & had an 
opportunity of hearing it read as soon as it came. —

 June 19, Sunday:  Richard Henry Dana, Jr. and the Alert began to enter the waters off Cape Horn.

AND NOW, FOR SOMETHING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT, A REPORT FROM OUR SAILOR:

Sunday, June 19th, were in lat. 34 15S., and long. 116 38W.
There now began to be a decided change in the appearance of things. The days became shorter and shorter; 
the sun running lower in its course each day, and giving less and less heat; and the nights so cold as to 
prevent our sleeping on deck; the Magellan Clouds in sight, of a clear night; the skies looking cold and 
angry; and, at times, a long, heavy, ugly sea, setting in from the southward, told us what we were coming 
to. Still, however, we had a fine, strong breeze, and kept on our way, under as much sail as our ship would 
bear. Toward the middle of the week, the wind hauled to the southward, which brought us upon a taught 
bowline, made the ship meet, nearly head on, the heavy swell which rolled from that direction; and there 
was something not at all encouraging in the manner in which she met it. Being so deep and heavy, she 
wanted the buoyancy which should have carried her over the seas, and she dropped heavily into them, the 
water washing over the decks; and every now and then, when an unusually large sea met her fairly upon the 
bows, she struck it with a sound as dead and heavy as that with which a sledge-hammer falls upon the pile, 
and took the whole of it in upon the forecastle, and rising, carried it aft in the scuppers, washing the rigging 
off the pins, and carrying along with it everything which was loose on deck. She had been acting in this way 
all of our forenoon watch below; as we could tell by the washing of the water over our heads, and the heavy 
breaking of the seas against her bows, (with a sound as though she were striking against a rock,) only the 
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thickness of the plank from our heads, as we lay in our berths, which are directly against the bows. At eight 
bells, the watch was called, and we came on deck, one hand going aft to take the wheel, and another and 
another going to the galley to get the grub for dinner. I stood on the forecastle, looking at the seas, which 
were rolling high, as far as the eye could reach, their tops white with foam, and the body of them of a deep 
indigo blue, reflecting the bright rays of the sun. Our ship rose slowly over a few of the largest of them, until 
one immense fellow came rolling on, threatening to cover her, and which I was sailor enough to know, by 
“the feeling of her” under my feet, she would not rise over. I sprang upon the knight-heads, and seizing hold 
of the fore-stay with my hands, drew myself upon it. My feet were just off the stanchion, when she struck 
fairly into the middle of the sea, and it washed her fore and aft, burying her in the water. As soon as she rose 
out of it, I looked aft, and everything forward of the main-mast, except the long-boat, which was griped and 
doublelashed down to the ring-bolts, was swept off clear. The galley, the pig-sty, the hen-coop, and a large 
sheep-pen which had been built upon the forehatch, were all gone, in the twinkling of an eye– leaving the 
deck as clean as a chin new-reaped– and not a stick left, to show where they had stood. In the scuppers lay 
the galley, bottom up, and a few boards floating about, the wreck of the sheep-pen– and half a dozen 
miserable sheep floating among them, wet through, and not a little frightened at the sudden change that had 
come upon them. As soon as the sea had washed by, all hands sprung out of the forecastle to see what had 
become of the ship and in a few moments the cook and old Bill crawled out from under the galley, where 
they had been lying in the water, nearly smothered, with the galley over them. Fortunately, it rested against 
the bulwarks, or it would have broken some of their bones. When the water ran off, we picked the sheep up, 
and put them in the long-boat, got the long-boat, got the galley back in its place, and set things a little to 
rights; but, had not our ship had uncommonly high bulwarks and rail, everything must have been washed 
overboard, not excepting Old Bill and the cook. Bill had been standing at the galley-door, with the kid of 
beef in his hand for the forecastle mess, when, away he went, kid, beef, and all. He held on to the kid till 
the last, like a good fellow, but the beef was gone, and when the water had run off, we saw it lying high and 
dry, like a rock at low tide– nothing could hurt that. We took the loss of our beef very easily, consoling 
ourselves with the recollection that the cabin had more to lose than we; and chuckled not a little at seeing 
the remains of the chicken-pie and pan-cakes floating in the scuppers. “This will never do!” was what some 
said, and every one felt. Here we were, not yet within a thousand miles of the latitude of Cape Horn, and 
our decks swept by a sea not one half so high as we must expect to find there. Some blamed the captain for 
loading his ship so deep, when he knew what he must expect; while others said that the wind was always 
southwest, off the Cape, in the winter; and that, running before it, we should not mind the seas so much.
When we got down into the forecastle, Old Bill, who was somewhat of a croaker,– having met with a great 
many accidents at sea– said that if that was the way she was going to act, we might as well make our wills, 
and balance the books at once, and put on a clean shirt. “’Vast there, you bloody old owl! You’re always 
hanging out blue lights! You’re frightened by the ducking you got in the scuppers, and can’t take a joke! 
What’s the use in being always on the look-out for Davy Jones?” “Stand by!” says another, “and we’ll get 
an afternoon watch below, by this scrape;” but in this they were disappointed, for at two bells, all hands were 
called and set to work, getting lashings upon everything on deck; and the captain talked of sending down 
the long top-gallant masts; but, as the sea went down toward night, and the wind hauled abeam we left them 
standing, and set the studding-sails.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 19th of 6th M 1836 / Our fr Joshua Lynch & his companion 
Joel Woolman staid last night at David Buffums, being engaged 
in looking for a horse to go the journey they have in propect. 
— They returned to Meeting with us in the forenoon & went to an 
appt Meeting at Portsmouth at 4 OC this Afternoon intending to 
go from thence to Edw Wings in Tiverton & stay tonight - Joshua 
had a good testimony with us in the Morning & in the Afternoon 
Meeting Father Rodman was concerned in lively testimony
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 June 30, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 6 M / Went to Portsmouth in a Carriage with My 
wife & Mary Williams to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting - In 
the first Meeting Mary Hicks preached very much to my 
satisfaction & comfort Anna D Wing then preached - then Hannah 
Dennis in a few words satisfactorily, then HAnnah Hall was 
engaged to bear testimony to the Mercy & goodness of God to her 
soul, but she was so far from me that I could hear but little 
she said — Then A D Wing prayed - In this Meeting I said in my 
heat, Oh the need there is of care & watchfulness over the 
Ministry.
We had but very little buisness in the Moy [Monthly] Meeting & 
it closed sooner than usual.
We dined & spent the Afternoon with my Cousin Shadrach Chase - 
it was very pleasant & a renewal of Ancient love & friendhip, 
having been long intimate with him & the family & spent many 
happy hours at his house in the Days of his father & Mother 
Zacheus & Elizabeth Chase

 July 20, Wednesday: Charles Darwin climbed Green Hill on Ascension Island.

British settlement of South Australia began with the establishment of a colony on Kangaroo Island.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 20th of 7 M 1836 / With my dear Wife rode to Portsmouth 
to attend Our Select Meeting - The first was Silent & but little 
life so also was the Preparatve & Select Meeting which followed 
— We dined at Susanna Hathaways & spent the Afternoon very 
pleasantly with them her two daughters were Scholars at the 
YMBSchool while we were there & intimate acquaintances of ours. 
— We took a pleasant Ride home thro’ by Thos Potters & then 
turned into the Middle Road & came out into the West opposite S 
T Northams Farm - This Road we had not been for many years before 
& it was new & looked pleasant to us

 July 26, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3th day 26th of 7 M / Finding a direct opportunity by Jacob M 
Weaver to write to my fr Abel W Townsend of Falston, Bever County 
Penns. last eveng I commenced a letter & finished it this 
Morning, wherein I endeavourd to open my mind to him on the State 
of Society in a way that I hope may be of some use to him & his 
Wife who are rather remotely situated from the body of Friends 
in Ohio & not so much in the way of intercourse with them & 
consequently not as well informed of the State of things — It 
is indeed a time of trial to the honest hearted in Israel, & who 
will be found to stand we know not. I felt it to be my duty to 
write to these dear Friends & my desire is they may avoid the 
shoals, the quick sands & the rocks that lay in our way. —5th 
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day 4th of 8th M 1836 / Yesterday my dear H & I rode to Portsmouth 
to attend the Select Quarterly Meeting & after dining with Aunt 
Hannah Almy we came home. —
Today we went again to Portsmouth to attend the Quarterly 
Meeting at large & was engaged in a well Authorised Gospel 
testimony under which I have no doubt many present were brought 
to feel the power of it in their own hearts. — Hannah Dennis & 
Saml Newett also had short but good communications — In the last 
Meeting we had but little buisness, tho’ our friend Elizabeth 
Wing to pay a religious visit to the Qrty Meetings of Nine 
Partners & Cornwall in the State of NYork — After Meeting Sister 
Rebecca Rodman being with us & she desirous to get home as soon 
as she could to her family - we consequently rode home before 
dinner.

 December 29, Thursday: Johann Baptist Schenk died in Vienna at the age of 83.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 12 M / Rode in the Stage to Portsmouth to attend 
Out Moy [Monthly] Meeting Thos Nichols & Job Sherman were with 
me —The first meeting was silent & the buisness in the last was 
mostly refered. —
After Meeting Thos. Nichols & I walked homeward, & Henry & Thos 
Gould took Thos into their carriage & D Buffum Brot me as far 
as John Mitchells & I walked the rest of the Distance to Town & 
feel comfortable this evening

 August 2, Wednesday: Waldo Emerson wrote in his journal:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 2nd of 8th M 1837 / Rode with my wife to Portsmouth & 
attended the Select Quarterly Meeting which was a solid good 
season. Dined at Susan Hathaways & on our way home, called & set 
a while with Aunt Hannah Almy Wm & Anna Jenkins being there

1837

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

An enchanting night of south wind and clouds; mercury at 73°; 
all the trees are wind-harps; blessed be light and darkness; ebb 
and flow, cold and heat; these restless of pulsations of nature 
which by and by will throb no more.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 September 28, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 9 M 1837 / Monthly Meeting held in Town - The 
first meeting was a preciously good one, solemn & quiet in which 
Our friend Mary Hicks was engaged in a short but weighty 
testimony — We had but little or no buisness before us in the 
last meeting — Uncle Peter Lawton from Nine Partners & Stephen 
Chase of Portsmouth dined with us. —

 Our national birthday, the 4th of July, Wednesday: This was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 34th birthday. 

The balloon of the intrepid master Boston goldbeater and aeronaut Louis Lauriat graced the skies above 
historic Salem MA, and a good time was had by all.
In Providence (Moshasuck), Rhode Island, a procession included 29 veterans of the revolution.

The White House was closed to the public because “the President has lately lost, by death, a near relative.”

In Charlottesville, Virginia, the Declaration of Independence was read from an “original draft, in the 
handwriting of Mr. Jefferson.”

At Fort Madison, Iowa, headman Black Hawk delivered a 4th-of-July address.

At the US House of Representatives, Representative John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts continued his 
speech on the expansive topic of Texas for a 20th day.

Sidney Rigdon preached another sermon to the Mormons of a similar nature to his “Salt Sermon,” stating 
“And that mob that comes on us to disturb us; it shall be between us and them a war of extermination; 
for we will follow them till the last drop of their blood is spilled, or else they will have to exterminate us.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 4th of 7th M 1838 / This has been a day of much stir in 
Town as it always is — My mind & feelings however has been 
preserved in the quiet —-
This morning our Friend Joseph Bowne came to town from 
Portsmouth where he had an appointed a Meeting yesterday —
finding it not a Suitable day to appoint a Meeting here he 
concluded to spent the day at D Buffums in resting & writing 
home to his friends - to be at our Meeting tomorrow & the 

1838

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

THOMAS JEFFERSON

CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
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appointment has been forwarded accordingly. —

It was at some point during the early 1850s that the Howes established a summer residence in South 
Portsmouth at Lawton’s Valley on Aquidneck Island. Eventually Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe and Julia Ward 
Howe and their six children would have the house at 745 Union Street known as “Oak Glen” as their long-
term summer home.

Polo was played for the 1st time in America, on a field in Portsmouth on Rhode Island’s Aquidneck Island.

1854

1876

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RHODE ISLAND
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April 27, Saturday: A memorial was dedicated to Mistress Anne Hutchinson, honoring her as a theologian, preacher, 
wisewoman and religious rebel in colonial America whose profound influence on religious thinking in 
America is gaining increasing recognition, was placed in Founders Brook Park, Portsmouth, Rhode Island. 
Commemorated with her was Friend Mary Dyer, her friend and loyal supporter who became the only female 
to be hung for being a Quaker missionary in Puritan Boston.

1996

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 229

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: November 2, 2013

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.



230 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

PORTSMOUTH RHODE ISLAND

HDT WHAT? INDEX

ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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