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“THINKING MORE OF THE WINE THAN THE BRINE”

AS WE SUSPECT THAT SOME DO AT NEWPORT

CAPE COD: The time must come when this coast will be a place of
resort for those New-Englanders who really wish to visit the sea-
side. At present it is wholly unknown to the fashionable world,
and probably it will never be agreeable to them. If it is merely
a ten-pin alley, or a circular railway, or an ocean of mint-julep,
that the visitor is in search of, -if he thinks more of the wine
than the brine, as I suspect some do at Newport,- I trust that
for a long time he will be disappointed here. But this shore will
never be more attractive than it i1s now. Such beaches as are
fashionable are here made and unmade in a day, I may almost say,
by the sea shifting its sands. Lynn and Nantasket! this bare and
bended arm it is that makes the bay in which they lie so snugly.
What are springs and waterfalls? Here is the spring of springs,
the waterfall of waterfalls. A storm in the fall or winter is the
tide to wvisit it; a light-house or a fisherman’s hut the true
hotel. A man may stand there and put all America behind him.
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Three Rhode Island vessels sailed from Newport to Africa, and then to Barbados with cargos of slaves.

A minister of the Church of England in Newport was pulling together the 1st public library to be found in
Rhode Island. This was the Reverend Thomas Bray, and the library amounted to approximately a hundred
volumes, 57 of which were of a theological character useful only for preachers. The other volumes were also
of a generally religious bent, and over and above these there were on file about a hundred pastoral letters.
We can probably guess —guess safely— that nowhere in these religious volumes, and nowhere in these pastoral
letters, would we have been able to encounter any troubling thoughts about the iniquity of the international
slave trade.

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

August 17, Saturday (OId Style): Friend Daniel Gould reported on the death watch of an infant in Newport, Rhode
Island:

In an assemblage of people, sitting together in silence, in a
house by the corpse of a dead infant ready for Burial & being a
silence, comes in the High mosier (a papist Preacher,) and sett
[sic] it may a minute or two, but silence in an assemblage being
a strange thing unto him, he soon spoke to y© purpose & saying,
“here is silence; and though in silence many have a good
meditation yet meditation edifies not the people.” “There must
be Doctrine of spirit to edify y® church” as if meditation was
not profitable for Doctrine, ffor [sic] without meditation man
runs a great hazard in his Doctrine of words, confusedly along,
as indeed did he at that very time. Solomon saith “a fools mouth
is his own destruction, and his lips a snare to soulls” Pro. 18.

7. But the Psalmist saith — “I will meditate of all thy works
and talk of y© doings” Psa. 77-12. So here is meditation before
talking.

| ANTI-CATHOLICISM
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William Clark commented that in this year “every man in Newport is either a pirate or privateerman.”
RHODE ISLAND

William Mayes received a license to sell strong drink in Newport, Rhode Island. When his estate would be
inventoried upon his death shortly afterward, nothing would appear to remain of any pirate treasure trove
accumulated by his brigantine Pearl.

The petition of 1699 by, among others, former pirate Captain Thomas Paine, for an Anglican church in
Newport, Rhode Island, was successful, and Trinity Church was founded.!

The Reverend Cotton Mather had some choice remarks to put on the record about Rhode Island in his
MAGNALIA CHRISTI AMERICANA: OR, THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND, FROM ITS FIRST
PLANTING IN THE YEAR 1620, UNTO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 1698, published in this year in London.

IIEVEREND COTTON MATHERI

September 17, Thursday (Old Style): Governor Joseph Dudley of Massachusetts, in his military capacity, also
exercised considerable authority over the colony of Rhode Island.

IGOVERNOR JOSEPH DUDLEYI

He visited Newport during this month to assume his command.

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

1. Episcopal worship had begun in Rhode Island in 1635 with the arrival in what is now Cumberland of the Reverend William
Blaxton (or Blackstone), an Anglican priest. He had preached regularly to native Americans and to white settlers beneath the
“Catholic Oak” in Lonsdale but had created no church edifices. He had simply ridden his white bull from settlement to settlement,
preaching and administering the sacraments. This first edifice, in Newport, would be followed in 1707 by St. Paul’s of Narragansett,
in 1720 by St. Michael’s of Bristol, and in 1722 by King’s Church, which is now St. John’s Cathedral, in Providence. The American
Revolution would bring hard times to the four Rhode Island parishes of the Church of England. In Wickford and Providence, when
the congregations would seek to remove prayers for the king and royal family from their services, Rector Samuel Fayerweather and
the Reverend John Graves would deconsecrate the church buildings. The Wickford church building would become a barracks for
Continental soldiers who were watching the British in occupied Newport. In 1778, British warships would bombard and burn St.
Michael’s in Bristol by mistake, because they had been informed that the town’s Congregational Church was being used as a store
for gunpowder. After the Revolution, with the Loyalists departed, Trinity Church in Newport would be occupied for awhile by a
Baptist congregation. On November 18, 1790, the Reverend William Smith of Trinity Church in Newport and the Reverend Moses
Badger of St. John’s in Providence would meet in Newport to unite their various churches under the Reverend Samuel Seabury,
D.D., Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut.
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February: A Jew died in Boston. Because the tenets of this religion were understood to require burial within 24 hours,
the corpse was dispatched posthaste (or, one might say, postchaise) to Bristol, and then conveyed by ferry to
the Jewish cemetery at Newport, Rhode Island.

During this month there was another death in Boston:

“Ebenezer Franklin of the South Church, a male-Infant of 16 months old, was drown’d in a Tub
of Suds.”

1st 4th mo.: The records of the Rhode-Island quarterly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends indicate that by
June 4th construction had begun near Providence on a meetinghouse for the Friends, on a house lot in the
vicinity of the dwelling of Eleazer Arnold:

As to what relates to Providence meeting-house, some of the
Friends appointed having been there, and it seems, could not
fully resolve what the last quarterly meeting requested, by
reason of the land given to set a meeting-house on was so nigh
the common road, so that the subscribers desired that it might
be exchanged for some higher up; it might be so this meeting
might judge it convenient, that those Friends that the meeting
appointed before, be yet continued to make a further progress
in the premises, answerable to the meeting’s request, and make
return of what they do therein, at the next monthly men’s meeting
at Portsmouth, on Rhode-Island, if may, without too much
difficulty, or at furtherest, at the next men’s meeting at
Newport, about 21st 5th mo., so that one of these meetings, in
behalf of the quarterly meeting, may act and transact, as near
as may be, to what the precedent quarterly meeting hath proposed
in the premises, which monthly meeting, we also desire, to
acquaint the next quarterly meeting what they do in the
premises.

Inasmuch as the monthly men’s meeting of Rhode-Island at
Portsmouth, the 27th of the 2d mo. 1703, did encourage, upon
their request, the Providence Friends getting their meeting
house proposed to be built near Eleazer Arnold’s, the major part
collecting thereto being willing, the which matter i1is also
approved by this meeting, understanding also, that it 1is
generally agreed on amongst themselves, and now that the Rhode-
Island monthly meeting takes notice and encourages the
subscription in behalf and until the next quarterly meeting, &c.
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Palsgrave Williams became a freeman of Newport, Rhode Island.

| 1705

AQUIDNECK ISLAND
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The Great Mectinghouse of the Friends in Newport, Rhode Island was enlarged “for the conveniency of the

women’s meeting.”

Providence would use the back portion of this house as its jail from 1705 to 1733. The building was near the

Benefit Street school.
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IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI
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The Quakers of Newport, Rhode Island “proposed that the old Meeting House may be better put in order for
a stable toward the winter, and also proposed that money may be procured toward finishing the New Meeting
House of Newport.”

| GREAT MEETINGHOUSE |

June: When a French privateer captured a Rhode Island sloop off Block Island, the governor of the colony sent
Captain John Wanton with two sloops “against Her Majesty’s enemies” and they recaptured the prize vessel
and overcame the privateer and brought both ships into Newport.

| 1707

: In Rhode Island, after the wife of a slaveholder of Kingstown, Thomas Mumford, was found murdered, one
of the family’s slaves was found dead on the shore at Little Compton. It was presumed that this black man had
thrown himself into the bay “by reason he would not be taken alive.” When the body was brought into the
harbor of Newport, the assembly ordered that the head, legs, and arms be cut from the torso and the parts “hung
up in some public place, near to town, to public view and his body to be burnt to ashes that it may, if it please
God, be something of a terror to others from perpetrating the like barbarity for the future.”

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI
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By this point the dwelling house that had been donated to the Friends of Newport by the former governor,
Friend Nicholas Easton, that had functioned until the erection of the Great Meetinghouse nearby in 1699 as
their 1st permanent place of worship and had been frequented by Friend George Fox, had been for several
years in service as a stable.

In this year Colonel Robert Quary made some remarks about Rhode Island.

COLONEL ROBERT QUARY ||

Governor Samuel Cranston made an official response to the Board of Trade in England.

l GOV. SAMUEL CRANSTON

Friend Deliverance Smith, a selectman of Dartmouth, refused to collect the tax for the maintenance of a
“hireling minister” and would endure an extended period of imprisonment.

Deliverance Smith, a son of Ruhamah Kirby ... lived on his
@ father’s homestead place on Smith’s Neck, where his descendants
still live. He was an active member of the Friends’ Meeting of
Dartmouth. In 1702 he had charge of building an addition to the
first meeting house at Apponegansett. In 1703 he was chosen at
a monthly meeting “to enspect [sic] into the report considering
Ebenezer Allen and abusing of an Indian called Jeremiah.” And
in the same vyear he was chosen by the meeting one of an
inquisition “to inspect into the 1lives and conversation of
Friends.” In 1706 he was a Selectman and Assessor and refusing,
for conscience sake, to assess the sum of sixty pounds annexed
to the Queen’s tax, for the maintenance of a hireling minister,
was arrested by the Sheriff of Bristol, under order of the
General Court at Boston, and committed to the County gaol at
Bristol. “Friends having unity with him on his sufferings do
appoint Benjamin Howland and Judah Smith to procure a hand to
manage the said Deliverance Smith’s business whilst he is in
prison on the account of trouble, and friends engage him his
wages and the monthly meeting to reimburse the same.” The
committee reported at a later meeting that they had employed
James Russell “to look after Deliverance Smith’s business for
one month.” The meeting agreed to appropriate “as much money out
of stock as will pay the said Russell for this monthly work.”
At subsequent meetings it was provided “that Deliverance Smith
don’'t [sic] want a hand to look after his business, he being
still a prisoner on truth’s account.” John Tucker was appointed
by the meeting to go to Boston “to see if he can get any relief
for our friends who now remain prisoners with Deliverance Smith
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in the County Gaol of Bristol.” At the meeting held first month,
ninth, 1709, John Tucker reported that he had been to Boston and
had succeeded in obtaining a release for the prisoners on
condition that they paid the fees of the sheriff “which they
could not do, therefore they are still continued prisoners.” The
funds were raised, the sheriff satisfied, and Deliverance Smith
and his imprisoned companions were released. “Thomas Taber,
Junior, being a friendly man and a late prisoner with our friend,
Deliverance Smith, and he behaving himself as becometh the
truth, which he suffered for the time of his imprisonment, and
friends having unity with him in his sufferings, do think it
their Christian duty to contribute something towards the support
of his family in the time of his late imprisonment.”

Only four months later Deliverance Smith was again in conflict
with the constituted authorities for conscience sake. At some
risk of boring you I will give in full the communication which
he and his fellow sufferers addressed to the Dartmouth monthly
meeting holden [sic] the fifteenth day of the sixth month, 1709.
It is as follows:

Dear Friends and Brethren: Thinking it our Christian
duty, and according to the good order of truth to give
yvou the following account. Friends, on the ninth day of
the third month last, in this present year, we whose
names are underwritten, three of us being at the town
house in Dartmouth, were impressed by John Akin of the
train band, in the Queen’s service, to go to Canada, and
he required us to appear the next day at the house of
Josiah Allen, to receive further orders. Accordingly we
went to said Allen and when we came, our further order
was to exercise in a warlike posture, and we told said
Akin that we could not in conscience act in any warlike
posture, nor use carnal weapons to destroy men’s lives,
who said he took notice of our answer and told us we
might go home until further notice, which we did, and
remained at or about the house until the eighteenth day
of the month, and then being ordered to appear before
Col. Byfield we went with William Soule, who was
impressed by the above said Akin the 1lth of the same
month to go to Canada in her Majesty'’s service, and
ordered to appear at the town house in Bristol on the
18th day of the said 3d month. So we went to Joseph
Wanton’s where we met with our friend William Wood who
was going with his son William Wood to Bristol, for
Robert Brownell came the 1lth day of the 3d month 1709
and impressed his son to go to Canada in the Queen’s
service. Afterwards Nathaniel Soule warned him to
appear at the town house in Bristol on the 18th day of
the said 3d month. Then we considered the matter and
thought it might be best for William Wood to leave his
son there and go and speak in his son’s behalf, which
he did.

Then we went to Bristol together and appeared before
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Col. Byfield who asked us some questions, to which we
answered that we could not for conscience sake act in a
warlike posture to destroy men’s lives, for in so doing
we should offend God and incur his displeasure. And
William Wood, junior, was called, his father spoke in
his behalf, and Col. Byfield asked him if his son was a
Quaker too, and he said it is against his mind to go to
war, and he would not kill a man for the world. Then one
that sat by said Byfield said “Take him!” and then he
took down William’s name in his book. Then he put us all
under command of Capt. Joseph Brown and charged us to
march with him to Roxbury by the 25th of the said month,
which charge we could not obey; but afterwards, he being
more moderate, desired us to go down not in any warlike
posture but to take our own time, so as to meet Capt.
Brown at the Governor’s at Roxbury, the said 25th of the
month, which we finding freedom to do accordingly went
thither and laid our cases before the Governor, Joseph
Dudley, who was very kind and gave us our liberty to go
home without demanding money of us, or we paying him
any, in which liberty, through the goodness of God, we
still remain your friends:

JOHN TUCKER
WILLIAM WOOD
JOHN LapHAM, JR.
DELIVERANCE SMITH

Governor Dudley doubtless concluded that men who refused “to act
in a warlike posture” would prove but indifferent recruits for
her Majesty’s army. The evident astonishment of the Friends that
there was no demand for money from them indicates that official
graft was not unheard of even in those early days.

The date of the birth of Deliverance Smith is not known. It must
have been subsequent to 1659, in which year Deborah Howland, the
first wife of John Smith, was living in Plymouth. Deliverance
appears to have been the first child of John Smith’s second
marriage to Ruhamah Kirby of Sandwich. He died August 30, 1729,
being probably about seventy years of age. Until the year of his
death his name appears constantly in the records of the monthly
meetings as one who was charged with the administration of the
affairs of the meeting. He married Mary Tripp, the daughter of
Peleg Tripp and Anne Sisson, of Portsmouth. Deborah Smith, the
daughter of Deliverance and Mary, married Eliezer Slocum, a
great grandfather of Anne Almy Chase.

IVIEW THE PAGE IMAGES I
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The population of Rhode Island at this point, its first census, was 7,181. Of the 426 black people in the colony,
220 were in Newport (folks there would become so worried that the local black population was too numerous,
that they would put a special tax on every new black slave imported!z)

| THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY |

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit 1life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there 1is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white
being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, 1if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”3
This law was for a time enforced,? but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead
letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.5 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.6 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this State
engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode Island
became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she did
not import many slaves for her own use, she became the clearing-
house for the trade of other colonies. Governor Cranston, as
early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708 one hundred
and three vessels were built in the State, all of which were
trading to the West Indies and the Southern colonies.’ They took
out lumber and brought back molasses, in most cases making a
slave voyage 1in between. From this, the trade grew. Samuel
Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of the trade: more
than thirty distilleries were running in the colony, and one
hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-trade.® “Rhode
Island, ” said he, “has been more deeply interested in the slave-
trade, and has enslaved more Africans than any other colony in
New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote: “The inhabitants of
Rhode Island, especially those of Newport, have had by far the

2. Notice, if you please: this fact of prior taxation to interfere with the addition of new slaves, motivated not by any desire to purge

the earth of the iniquity of the international slave trade but by a simple, self-serving fear of large numbers of black people, or a

distaste for blackness (a “Negrophobia”), offers an interesting new perspective on the later banning of the international slave trade.

Said banning may or may not have been motivated by the fine motivations that would be being offered in self-justification!

3. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, 1. 240.

4. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, 1. 240.

5. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island

were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.

6. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.

7. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
8. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
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greater share in this traffic, of all these United States. This
trade in human species has been the first wheel of commerce in
Newport, on which every other movement in business has chiefly
depended. That town has been built up, and flourished in times
past, at the expense of the blood, the liberty, and happiness
of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants have lived on this,
and by it have gotten most of their wealth and riches. "’

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”!? The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.'’ The Act of 1715,
however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in
1732.12 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.

While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against
slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.13 Four years later the city of Providence
resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.14 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act ‘“prohibiting the

importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the

inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are
desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; -—
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause
prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro

9. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.

10. Preamble of the Act of 1712.

11. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.

12. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.

13. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL
REGISTER, II. 299.

14. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
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or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”!®

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passedql6 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish slavery.17
Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid participation in the
slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of £100 for every slave
transported and £1000 for every vessel so engaged.18

| 1710

By this point the old dwelling house on Farewell Street in Newport, Rhode Island, that Friend Nicholas Easton
had donated, that had initially been used as a place of worship, that had been the meetinghouse used by Friend
George Fox but which then had been put into service as a stable, was by this point entirely gone — for in this
year Samuel Easton was petitioning the Quakers for permission to build a shop “where the old meeting house
stood.”

| GREAT MEETINGHOUSE |

15. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.

16. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
17. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.

18. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has
been estimated as follows: —

In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.

In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.

In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.

In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, 1. 281.

In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.
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| 1711

Nathaniel Brown was granted land to establish a shipyard on Webosset Neck (now downtown Providence),
and in this year the 1st ship was constructed.

| RHODE ISLAND _|

L

Initially, the sort of ship to be constructed in this new shipyard would be the small sloop of shallow draft —
the sort of vessel needed to transport local cargoes down to Newport for loading there onto ocean-going craft.

The Religious Society of Friends in Pennsylvania agreed with the righteousness of, and agreed to implement,
the petition “against the traffic of menbody” with which they had been being struggling since 1688.17

“... the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia, on a representation
from the Quarterly Meeting of Chester, that the buying and
encouraging the importation of negroes was still practised by
some of the members of the society, again repeated and enforced
the observance of the advice issued in 1696, and further
directed all merchants and factors to write to their
correspondents and discourage their sending any more negroes.”
Bettle, “Notices of Negro Slavery,” in PENN. HisT. Soc. MeM.
(1864), I. 386.
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Two of the original four signers were still alive?® and as far as the people of Pennsylvania were concerned,
the days of international slave trade and of slave trading in general were over. Done done done. Been there
done that got the T-shirt!

| 1712

This year’s map of Newport, Rhode Island identified the Jewish cemetery as being on “Jew Street.”

In this year the colony of Rhode Island was able, potentially, to field a force of approximately 2,500 fighting
men. John Wanton (1672-1740), who had been born into a Quaker family but had rebelled and become a
colonel in the militia, in this year repented of his rebellion. He would become active, and in the future would
minister, in the Newport monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends:

This John Wanton had been a valiant colonel:
But now he has ceased from carnal wars and is employed
in Christ’s service against the devil and his works.

IREAD EDWARD FIELD 'IEXTI

19. Unfortunately, the Quakers of Rhode Island would not initially be in accord with this new sentiment against the traffic in
menbody. Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near Newport

on Aquidneck Island:

20. Refer to the poem “The Pennsylvania Pilgrim” by Friend John Greenleaf Whittier about one of the four original signers of this
petition, Francis Daniel Pastorius: “The world forgets, but the wise angels know.”
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Abraham Redwood, the father, arrived on the North American continent. We don’t know whether he initially
settled his family in Newport, in Salem, or somewhere between these two towns. However, we know that
Friend Abraham Redwood, the son, would grow up in Newport on Rhode Island’s Aquidneck Island.

As a young man may well have gotten his education in Philadelphia. Following the death of his father and his
older siblings, he would come into immense wealth as the owner of the sugar plantation “Cassada Garden”
in Antigua and its large population of slaves.

February 27, Wednesday (1711, Old Style): At Newport, Rhode Island the General Assembly laid a duty upon the
import of negro slaves. (Several decades later, His Majesty the King of England would order them to repeal
this duty on the import of negro slaves into the colony — and they would obediently render this revenue act
of theirs null and void.)

| INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE |

| 1713

David Leed’s almanac for the year 1713: THE AMERICAN ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF CHRISTIAN ACCOUNT,
1713. Despite being produced in the New-York colony, by William Bradford, this almanac was also being
retailed by the bookseller Elkana Pembrook of Newport, Rhode Island.

Daniel Leed’s almanacs had been printed annually by William
Bradford at Philadelphia or New York from 1689 to 1713. On some
of the 1713 edition the imprint was omitted and the name of the
bookseller was put in its place. Pembrook was perhaps one of the
common class of itinerant booksellers who moved about from town
to town at that time. At any rate I have not found his name in
any contemporary list of Newport inhabitants. This 1713 almanac
was the last one by Daniel Leeds. His son, Titan Leeds, continued
the series annually from 1714 to 1744.

On Nantucket Island, Friend Tabitha Trott Frost incautiously married again, to a Dr. Joseph Brown, despite the
fact that her previous husband, a privateer, had been considered lost at sea for only a few years. The absent
husband, John Frost, would turn up shortly, leading to a charge of bigamy against the wife. Friend Tabitha had
not been disowned when her husband became a privateer in defiance of the Peace Testimony and had not been
disowned for marrying a non-Quaker, but this was her third strike and she was out! She would be disowned
by the Nantucket monthly meeting, and would move with her new husband the doctor to Newport, Rhode
Island. This is on record as the first disownment ever, in the Nantucket meeting. Tabitha’s mother would in
shame no longer seat herself on the special bench for the meeting’s elders.

| QUAKER DISOWNMENT |
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July 13, Monday (Old Style): On this day a treaty was arranged between red and white in New England, following
Queen Anne’s War. At Newport, Rhode Island, the military stores of gunpowder were given over to the charge
of the treasurer and the cannon were all coated in tar for preservation, and laid out in long rows upon logs along

Governor’s Wharf.,
IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

The native headmen and the British negotiators signed these papers at Portsmouth, New Hampshire (see
following). This treaty may well have spawned the world’s-record longest book title! A history, by Samuel
Penhallow, would be entitled THE HISTORY OF THE WARS OF NEW-ENGLAND, WITH THE EASTERN INDIANS.
OR, A NARRATIVE OF THEIR CONTINUED PERFIDY AND CRUELTY, FROM THE 10TH OF AUGUST, 1703. TO THE
PEACE RENEWED 13TH OF JULY, 1713. AND FROM THE 25TH OF JULY, 1722. TO THEIR SUBMISSION 15TH
DECEMBER, 1725. WHICH WAS RATIFIED AUGUST 5TH 1726. BY SAMUEL PENHALLOW, ESQR.; [TWO LINES OF
LATIN TEXT].
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The Treaty of Utrecht between Great Britain and Spain.

“Treaty of Peace and Friendship between the most serene and most
potent princess Anne, by the grace of God, Queen of Great
Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. and the
most serene and most potent Prince Philip V the Catholick King
of Spain, concluded at Utrecht, the 2/13 Day of July, 1713.~"

Art. XII. “The Catholick King doth furthermore hereby give and
grant to her Britannick majesty, and to the company of her
subjects appointed for that purpose, as well the subjects of
Spain, as all others, Dbeing excluded, the contract for
introducing negroes into several parts of the dominions of his
Catholick Majesty in America, commonly called el Pacto de el
Assiento de Negros, for the space of thirty years successively,
beginning from the first day of the month of May, in the year
1713, with the same conditions on which the French enjoyed it,
or at any time might or ought to enjoy the same, together with
a tract or tracts of Land to be allotted by the said Catholick
King, and to be granted to the company aforesaid, commonly
called la Compania de el Assiento, in some convenient place on
the river of Plata, (no duties or revenues being payable by the
said company on that account, during the time of the
abovementioned contract, and no longer) and this settlement of
the said society, or those tracts of land, shall be proper and
sufficient for planting, and sowing, and for feeding cattle for
the subsistence of those who are in the service of the said
company, and of their negroes; and that the said negroes may be
there kept in safety till they are sold; and moreover, that the
ships belonging to the said company may come close to land, and
be secure from any danger. But it shall always be lawful for the
Catholick King, to appoint an officer in the said place or
settlement, who may take care that nothing be done or practised
contrary to his royal interests. And all who manage the affairs
of the said company there, or belong to it, shall be subject to
the inspection of the aforesaid officer, as to all matters
relating to the tracts of land abovementioned. But if any
doubts, difficulties, or controversies, should arise between the
said officer and the managers for the said company, they shall
be referred to the determination of the governor of Buenos
Ayres. The Catholick King has been likewise pleased to grant to
the said company, several other extraordinary advantages, which
are more fully and amply explained in the contract of the
Assiento, which was made and concluded at Madrid, the 26th day
of the month of March, of this present year 1713. Which contract,
or Assiento de Negros, and all the clauses, conditions,
privileges and immunities contained therein, and which are not
contrary to this article, are and shall be deemed, and taken to
be, part of this treaty, in the same manner as if they had been
here inserted word for word.” John Almon, TREATIES OF PEACE,
ALLIANCE, AND COMMERCE, BETWEEN GREAT-BRITAIN AND OTHER POWERS, I. 168-80.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY
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| 1714

By the end of Queen Anne’s War, the government of Rhode Island was firmly committed to the eradication of

piracy.

| 1715

Rhode Island land banks begin issuing bills of credit on loan. According to the historian John Maclnnes,
“The key to understanding Rhode Island’s currency policy up to 1750 is that it was in fact a parasitical device.”

It would have been in about this year that Palsgrave Williams got married with Damaris Carr Williams,
a Mayflower descendant who was related to the Rhode Island pirate Thomas Paine (this Newport couple would
have a son also named Palsgrave Williams — but no pirate stuff attaches to the namesake son).

| 1716

The Quaker meetinghouse on Nantucket Island, erected in 1711, was expanded at this point so that it would
seat the more than 300 Friends who desired to take part in silent worship. At this point some Quakers of the
Newport, Rhode Island community were engaging in the “triangular trade,” involving as one of its legs the
bulk manufacture of rum and as another of its legs the international slave trade,?! and some black slaves were
present on Nantucket, where at least one Quaker, Friend Stephen Hussey, was a slaveholder. During this year
an Englishman, Friend John Farmer, was making a missionary tour of the colonies attempting to persuade us
that chattel slavery was “not in agreement with Truth.” Winning the support of Friend Priscilla Starbuck
Coleman, Friend John was able to persuade the monthly meeting on the island into a minute depicting
enslavement as immoral. It was “not agreeable to Truth for Friends to purchase slaves and keep them for a term
of life.”?? This declaration made the Nantucket monthly meeting the 1st group of Friends anywhere in the
world to disavow human enslavement, but it would seem that the island’s Quakers would fall back somewhat
from their commitment to racial fairness, for some sixteen years, while Friend John’s success on the island
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would not be matched by any great success on the mainland of the American colonies — in fact, in the
Philadelphia meeting, he would be put under dealing (visited by an official committee and struggled with), and
he would, eventually, be publicly disowned by the Friends. Furthermore, the Friends in England would honor
the American disownment, so that Friend John would come to be regarded as troublesome on both sides of the
Atlantic Ocean.

Flushing Quakers who would speak out against slavery would include Friend Horseman Mullenix and Friend
Matthew Franklin, who would come with another antislavery Friend John, an American one, Friend John
Woolman (not yet born), when he would travel on Paumanok Long Island and visit their monthly meeting to

21. Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near Newport on Aquidneck
Island:

22. Refer to Friend Henry J. Cadbury’s JOHN FARMER’S FIRST AMERICAN JOURNEY, published in Worcester in 1944,

220 Copyright ©2013 Austin Meredith


http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/trends/Quakerism/17thCentQuakerism.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf

| HoT ||wHAT?|| || INDEX
| — | — | —

NEWPORT AQUIDNECK ISLAND

(GO To MASTER HISTORY OF QUAKERISM

speak against slavery.

H .'i.l-l-j‘

Cagan bt b L

L L A AN
Costumes of Ph1ladelph1a Quakers

26th of 1st month (that would be March, in the non-Quaker calendar): Daniel Gould died in his home in Newport,

Rhode Island at an age of about 90. His body would be buried in the Friends Burying Ground near the Great
Meeting House.

| 1717

The Newport, Rhode Island monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends expressed concern over the
importing and keeping of slaves from the West Indies and elsewhere.

| INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE |

September 5, Thursday (Old Style): An “Act of Grace” was proclaimed, under which pirates could come in from the
seas and not be prosecuted. One of the seamen who “came in” during this amnesty was the Newport, Rhode
Island pirate Captain Palsgrave Williams. Other pirates fled from their base in the Bahamas to Madagascar.

A List of such Pirates as Surrenderd themselves at Providence
to Captain Vincent Pearse Commander of His Majesty’s Ship Phenix
and accepted of his Majesties most Gracious Pardon and had
Certificates from the said Commander to carry them to some
Government
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Note those that are marked with a cross X before their names are
gone out Pirating againe.

Packer ADAMS
Arthur ALLEN
James COATES
Jno DALRIMPLE
Benjamin HORNOGOLD
Josiah BURGESS
Francis LESLEY
Thomas NICHOLS
Palsgrave WILLIAMS
John LEWIS
Richard NOWLAND
John MARTIN
William CONNER
Thomas GRAHAME
Thomas TERRILL
John EALLING
Robert WISHART
James GATRICKS
Edward STACEY
John TENNET
John HUNT

John PEARSE
James BRYAN
Henry BERRY

Thomas LAMB

John ALLEN

Martin CARRILL
Thomas CLIES

Jno HIPPERSON

Jno CHARLTON
Francis CHARNOCK
[x]David MERREDITH
[x] Edward NORLAND
[x]James GOODSIR
Dennis McCARTHY
Rowland HARBIN
George GATER
George MANN
Richard RICHARDS
Anthony JACOBS
Nabel CLARKE
Henry HAWKINS
Daniel WHITE
Edward SAVORY
Peter MARSHALL
[x]Archibald MURRY
Daniel HILL
William SAVOY

| 1718

Richard TAYLOR
Martin TOWNSEND
[x]Michael SWEMSTONE
Samuel RICHARDSON
Robert BROWN
Henry CHICK
Robert HUNTER
James MOODEY
Richard KAINE
Thomas BIRDSELL
Robert DRYBRO
[x]Daniel CARMAN
[x]John DUNKIN
George FEVERSHAM
John BARKER
Thomas CODD
William ROBERTS
John WATERS
William AUSTIN
Francis ROPER
Griffith WILLIAMS
Edward GORMAN
John CLARKE
[x]Richard BISHOP

8th of 5th month: The widowed Wait Coggeshall Gould died at the age of 84 years. Her body would be buried by the
side of her husband in the Friends Burying Ground near the Great Meeting House of Newport, Rhode Island.
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| 1719

Captain Benjamin Norton sailed from Providence to the West Indies. John Menzies, then New England’s
Royal Secretary of the Admiralty, wrote that “Norton’s vessel by observation is more suited for piracy than
trade.” Norton joined notorious pirate chief Bartholomew Roberts AKA “Black Bart” in the West Indies,
and together they raided shipping.23

The owner of Norton’s ship, Joseph Whipple, would later become Deputy Governor of Rhode Island. Both
Whipple and Norton, wrote Admiral Menzies, “carried off rich cargo, with other traders of Newport, in sloops
to Providence ... yet when I went to the Governor of Rhode Island, he would not give up the goods.”

| 1720

Fall:  Captain Benjamin Norton of Newport and Joseph Whipple of Providence, Rhode Island fitted out a brigantine
for trade with the West Indies.

23. This Welsh pirate from Pembrokeshire, ranging in a 2-year freebooting career from the African coast to South America and from
the West Indies to Newfoundland, had seized more than 400 ships. “Black Bart” had been a teetotaller, drinking nothing but tea, had
ordered his musicians to play hymns on a Sunday, and had sported a great diamond cross he had looted from a Portuguese man-of-
war. His personal pennant had him attired in his fighting costume made entirely of red silk, holding in his right hand a flaming sword
and in his left an hourglass, standing atop the severed heads of residents of the islands of Barbados (ABH="“A Barbadian’s Head”)
and Martinique (AMH=“A Marinican’s Head”):

A
ABH® #AMH
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| 1721

A Huguenot, Gabriel Bernon, settled at Providence, Rhode Island after trying out Boston and then Newport.
He would help a bunch of wealthy retired pirates there found Trinity Church.

August 1, Tuesday (Old Style): Captain Benjamin Norton of Newport visited Governor John Cranston. He was a
successful pirate, yes, and Rhode Island was becoming hostile to pirates, yes, but he was also a Rhode Islander
—he was one of our own —and money is money.24

| 1722

March 30, Friday (Old Style): A report from Newport, Rhode Island:

There has been lately a surprizing Appearance been seen at
Narraganset, which is the Occasion of much Discourse here, and
is variously represented; but for the Substance of it, it is a
matter of Fact beyond Dispute, it having been seen by Abundance
of People, and one Night about 20 Persons at the same time, who
came together for that Purpose. The Truth as near as we can
gather from the Relations of several Persons, is as follows:
This last Winter there was a Woman died at Narraganset of the
Small Pox, and since she was buried there has happened upon her
Grave chiefly, in various other Places, a bright Light as the
appearance of Fire. This Appearance commonly begins about 9 or
10 of the Clock at Night, and sometimes as soon as it is dark.
It Appears variously as to Time, Place, Shape and Magnitude but
commonly on or above the Grave, and sometimes about and upon the
Barn and Trees adjacent; sometimes 1in several Parts, but
commonly in one entire Body. The first Appearance is commonly
small, but increases to a great Bigness and Brightness so that
in a dark Night They can see the Grass and Barque of the trees
very plainly; and when it is at its Heighth they can see Sparks
fly from the Appearance like Sparks of Fire, and the likeness
of a Person in the midst wrapt in a Sheet with its Arms folded.
This Appearance moves with incredible Swiftness sometimes the
Distance of Half a Mile from one Place to another in the
Twinkling of an eye. It commonly appears every Night, and
continues till Break of Day. A Woman in the Neighbourhood says
she has seen it every Night for these six Weeks past.

24. Pecunia non olet.
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| 1723

Spring: Two pirate vessels that had been capturing ships off the Atlantic coast were intercepted when they mistakenly
attempted to attack the HMS Greyhound under Captain Peter Solgard, supposing this to be just another
merchant vessel. 36 of the pirates, including Edward Law and Charles Harris, were taken to Newport to be
tried. In a 2-day trial, 26 of the 36 were sentenced to hang (2 were recommended for royal pardon and 8 were
acquitted). Although 3 of the condemned 26 managed an escape from the jail, they were recaptured. For the
very first time in Rhode Island, a conviction was obtained in a case of piracy and the condemned pirates were
hanged. When the 26 men were hanged, on Gravelly Point below the highwater mark, their pirate “Blew Flag”
was nailed to their scaffold. This pirate flag was described as depicting on its blue background “an Anatomy
with an Hour-Glass in one hand and a dart in the heart with 3 drops of Blood proceeding from it, in the other”
(an “Anatomy” was not exactly a depiction of a human skeleton, but filled approximately the same iconic
function).

(It is a lot easier to hang strangers, than it is to hang one’s friends and neighbors! Despite the fact that Newport
had been for like generations a pirate community, or at least a community in cahoots with pirates —a
community with its hands deep in the pockets of pirates— only one of these 26 hanged men, 28-year-old
William Blades, had been a Rhode Island native.)25

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

25. There is a great similarity between this Rhode Island hanging of 26 pirates and a hanging of seven pirates that had occurred in
1718 on New Providence Island in the Bahamas. That hanging of seven had once and for all destroyed piracy as based on islands
in the Caribbean. This hanging of twenty-six would once and for all destroy piracy as based in the Narragansett Bay of New
England.
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-October: The indentured apprentice Benjamin Franklin, beginning a lifetime of free thinking and of thinly
disguised or quite blatant opportunism, walked away from his obligations to his elder half-brother James
Franklin in Boston, moving to the city where brothers love one another, called Philadelphia. (In this year he
also abandoned his vegetarian principles.)

Thus it was that in the pages of the New England Courant there appeared the following famous advertisement:

James Franklin, printer in Queen’s Street,
wants a likely lad for an apprentice.

Along the way, the ship stopped off in Newport, Rhode Island and picked up more passengers, some of whom
were Quakers who would proffer to young Ben some gratis but valuable counsel.

Ben Franklin’s “Autobiography”

At Newport we took in a number of passengers for New York, among which were two young women, companions, and a grave,
sensible, matron-like Quaker woman, with her attendants. I had shown an obliging readiness to do her some little services, which
impress’d her I suppose with a degree of good will toward me, therefore, when she saw a daily growing familiarity between me
and the two young women, which they appear ’d to encourage, she took me aside, and said: “Young man, I am concern’d for thee,
as thou has no friend with thee, and seems not to know much of the world, or of the snares youth is expos’d to, depend upon it,
those are very bad women, I can see it in all their actions,; and if thee art not upon thy guard, they will draw thee into some
danger; they are strangers to thee, and I advise thee, in a friendly concern for thy welfare, to have no acquaintance with them.’
As I seem’d at first not to think so ill of them as she did, she mentioned some things she had observ’d and heard that had escap’d
my notice, but now convinc’d me she was right. I thank’d her for her kind advice, and promis’d to follow it. When we arriv’d at
New York, they told me where they liv'd, and invited me to come and see them; but I avoided it, and it was well I did; for the next
day the captain miss’d a silver spoon and some other things, that had been taken out of his cabbin, and, knowing that these were
a couple of strumpets, he got a warrant to search their lodgings, found the stolen goods, and had the thieves punish’d. So, tho’
we had escap’d a sunken rock, which we scrap’d upon in the passage, I thought this escape of rather more importance to me.

;

226

Since Ben was only dealing with women during this period of his life for the purposes known as health and
hygiene (otherwise known as purposes of venery), he confessed, of course this was the sort of advice he was
prepared to pay attention to. Just use them, Ben, don’t let them use you!

In Philadelphia he obtaining remunerative employment in a Mr. Keimer’s printing-office, after encountering
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some local Quakers whom, he noticed, also behaved considerately toward him:

Ben Franklin’s “Autobiography”

Then I walked up the street, gazing about till near the market-house I met a boy with bread. I had made many a meal on bread,
and, inquiring where he got it, [ went immediately to the baker s he directed me to, in Second-street, and ask’d for bisket,
intending such as we had in Boston; but they, it seems, were not made in Philadelphia. Then I asked for a three-penny loaf, and
was told they had none such. So not considering or knowing the difference of money, and the greater cheapness nor the names of
his bread, I made him give me three-penny worth of any sort. He gave me, accordingly, three great puffy rolls. I was surpriz’d at
the quantity, but took it, and, having no room in my pockets, walk’d off with a roll under each arm, and eating the other. Thus [
went up Market-street as far as Fourth-street, passing by the door of Mr. Read, my future wife s father; when she, standing at the
door, saw me, and thought I made, as I certainly did, a most awkward, ridiculous appearance. Then I turned and went down
Chestnut-street and part of Walnut-street, eating my roll all the way, and, corning round, found myself again at Market-street
wharf, near the boat I came in, to which I went for a draught of the river water; and, being filled with one of my rolls, gave the
other two to a woman and her child that came down the river in the boat with us, and were waiting to go farther.

Thus refreshed, I walked again up the street, which by this time had many clean-dressed people in it, who were all walking
the same way. I joined them, and thereby was led into the great meeting-house of the Quakers near the market. I sat down among
them, and, after looking round awhile and hearing nothing said, being very drowsy thro’ labor and want of rest the preceding
night, I fell fast asleep, and continued so till the meeting broke up, when one was kind enough to rouse me. This was, therefore,
the first house I was in, or slept in, in Philadelphia.

Walking down again toward the river, and, looking in the faces of people, I met a young Quaker man, whose countenance
1lik’d, and, accosting him, requested he would tell me where a stranger could get lodging. We were then near the sign of the
Three Mariners. “Here,” says he, “is one place that entertains strangers, but it is not a reputable house; if thee wilt walk with
me, I'll show thee a better.”” He brought me to the Crooked Billet in Water-street. Here I got a dinner; and, while [ was eating it,
several sly questions were asked me, as it seemed to be suspected from my youth and appearance, that I might be some runaway.

Yeah, Quaker, don’t try to out-sly young Ben the runaway, you’re playing that game with an expert here!

| 1724

May 10, Sunday (Old Style): George Wanton was born in Newport, Rhode Island.
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| 1725

John Comer relieved his redemption anxieties by having himself re-baptized, and was admitted to the Baptist
church in Boston. He was invited to teach school at Swanzy in the Bay Colony, and moved there. He began
preaching there, only to find himself becoming involved in a doctrinal dispute with elders of the congregation.
He extricated himself from this situation by accepting an invitation to preach at Newport, Rhode Island.

A G

ISOME PAGES OF THE DIARY I

January 7, Thursday (1724, Old Style): Captain James Hester sailed his vessel from Rhode Island toward Africa. He
was up to no good.

| MIDDLE PASSAGE |
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September 30, Thursday (Old Style): Captain James Hester brought his negrero, which had just been on a trip to the
Guinea coast of Africa for slaves, into the safe harbor of Newport, Rhode Island.

MIDDLE PASSAGE

December 28, Tuesday (Old Style): Captain Thurston sailed from Newport, Rhode Island toward Guinea. He was up
to no good.

| MIDDLE PASSAGE |
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| 1726

John Comer and Mrs. Sarah Rogers of Newport, Rhode Island were married. He was ordained as a Baptist
minister by William Peckom and Samuel Maxwell. In his diary, he declared the articles of his faith. Also, he
prepared a listing of the other churches and pastors in Newport. Also, he described a murder, a suicide, and a
remarkable rainbow of this year.

s s

ISOM-E PAGES OF THE DIARY I

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, two @
negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 —as we

have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos— then a total of something more than 200 souls would

have been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.
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| 1727

The New England Courant ceased publication. With his Boston printing press relocated to Newport, Rhode
Island, James Franklin produced a 17-page pamphlet entitled JOHN HAMMETT’S VINDICATION AND RELATION, and
a 574-page volume entitled AN APOLOGY FOR THE TRUE CHRISTIAN DIVINITY, AS THE SAME IS HELD FORTH, AND
PREACHED, BY THE PEOPLES CALLED IN SCORN QUAKERS: &C. BY ROBERT BARCLAY. THE SIXTH EDITION IN ENGLISH.

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

In Rhode Island, Joseph Jenckes of Providence was elected as Governor. Since all his predecessors in that
office had resided in Newport, he removed with his family to that town.

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

The Reverend John Comer described, in his diary, an attempted arson of “ye old Church” in Newport, Rhode
Island. He described the worst hurricane ever to strike there in historic memory. He described an earthquake,

drownings, and a suicide.
éﬁ%lﬁn (E;nhli.,

ISOM-E PAGES OF THE DIARY I

February 28, Tuesday (1726, Old Style): Friend Abraham Redwood got married with Martha Coggeshall of Newport.
Soon after their marriage, the couple would build their town house on the west side of Thames Street, across
from Fair Street, where Salas’s Restaurant is now located. They would have their entire plot, including its
gardens, enclosed by brick walls fitted with ornamental wrought iron gates they would import from London
in 1731. The private wharf for the family’s sailing vessels, a distribution point for the sugar produced on his
slave plantation “Cassada Garden” on the island of Antigua, was located behind this house, in what is now
referred to as the Perry Mill Wharf Area. In addition to their town house, the family owned an estate of more
than 140 acres on West Main Road across from Union Street in Portsmouth, extending down to the
Narragansett Bay, which they purchased from Martha Coggeshall Redwood’s father, Daniel Coggeshall. There
they would build their summer house in 1743. They would develop one of the first botanical gardens in
America and introduce all sorts of tropical fruits and flowers. They would live the good life.

Presumably, since they had beaucoup black slaves down on the island of Antigua —chopping cane for them in
the tropical sun— they would have had black servants around their home, there in Rhode Island as well.
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December 22, Friday (Old Style): William Ellery26 was born at Newport, Rhode Island, a son of Elizabeth Almy
Ellery and the merchant William Ellery, Sr., who among other activities engaged in the international slave
trade. The father, a product of Harvard College, would provide substantially all of his namesake son’s early
education:

In regard both to the Reverend William Ellery Channing and to the poet
Ellery Channing of Thoreau’s time period in Concord, bear in mind, as
everyone else did during this period, that this name was a most famous
name, for regardless of whoever gets credit for creating the Declaration of
Independence, a William Ellery (1727-1820) later cosigned it on behalf of
Rhode Island:

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton

Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert
Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams,
Oliver Wolcott

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris
New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson,
John Hart, Abraham Clark

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Dr. Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin,
John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson,
George Ross

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll
of Carrollton

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton
North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch,
Jr., Arthur Middleton

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton

26. William Ellery, grandfather both of the Reverend William Ellery Channing and of Richard Henry Dana, Sr.
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| 1728

The initial series of James Franklin’s almanacs in Newport, Rhode Island —up to James Senior’s death in 1735
and the assumption of control of the shop by the Widow Franklin and Joseph Stafford’s relocation from
Newport to Boston— would be being written by Stafford.

These early almanacs competed with each other on the basis of the accuracy of their calendrical calculations,
but Franklin, and then a number of years later Nathaniel Ames, in Newport, would change the name of the
game when they began to include short paragraphs on current events and on morality, and when Franklin
coined a character “Poor Robin” who might offer to his readership various humorous comments (nowadays
we find this sort of added material used as brief column-filler paragraphs by the Reader’s Digest and The New
Yorker magazines). Benjamin Franklin would then go one better on his elder half-brother, when he would alter
“Poor Robin” into “Poor Richard” and in addition predicted the death of his prime competitor, Philadelphia
almanac maker Titan Leeds.?’

MDCCXXVIIIL. THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK, FOR THE YEAR, 1728. By “Poor Robin.”

In 1911 a facsimile reprint of this almanac would be issued at
Providence by George Parker Winship on the basis of the only
copy known still to be extant. There would be 2 editions of this
fac-simile with notes and additions, the one “without the

Sensible Alteration,” being limited to sixty copies. The only
items of local interest that are given are the Baptist and Quaker
meetings.

In his diary, the Reverend John Comer of Newport, Rhode Island wrote of the “murder” of “Mary Dye.”
| DYER OR DYRE |

ISOME PAGES OF THE DIARY I

The Reverend described a small earthquake, a shipwreck, the ordination of John Adams, the apparent
precognition of Deborah Grinman of Narragansett of her own death by lightning, a dispute between the
Reverend Mr. Daniel White and his congregation, the pursuit of a pirate schooner by Captains Clark and Elliot,
the appearance of an aurora borealis, and the drowning of William Gardner, Stephen Mumford, David
Mumford, Peter Ayrault, and two unnamed negroes while smuggling in prohibited goods from Holland.
Memorable phrase:

“There was no Publick Singing till I came and by ye blefsing of heaven Introduced it.”
ﬂ‘ C

27. Franklin, in doing this, was repeating a jokish trick that Jonathan Swift had played at the expense of his chief competitor in
almanac-making in London, John Partridge, in 1708.
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August: Captain George Scott arrived in the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island with a cargo from the African coast.
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Mid-September: George Berkeley of the Church of England embarked for America, where he would land at Newport
in the Rhode Island colony as the mainland port most convenient to the island of Bermuda, attempting to
induce the course of empire westward to wend its weary way to that Shakespearean isle. On arrival he would
purchase farmland near Newport and build “Whitehall,” named grandiloquently after the English palace.28
The shoreline about a mile from the house had a cleft in the rocks which would become his retreat for writing
and reflection. Either while aboard ship on his way here, or at some point previous to 1726, the peripatetic
coal-tar philosopher/theologian penned his famous poem “On the Prospects of Planting Arts and Learning in
America.” A great university in Bermuda he would not succeed in founding, nor would he make it across the
isthmus of Panama or around the Horn to Berkeley in California, which anyway didn’t exist yet, but while here
in Rhode Island, marking time until into the year 1731, waiting for royally promised funds, waiting for his ship
to come in, he would help to form a philosophical (which is to say, scientific) society at Newport29 and would
preach regularly in the old wooden Trinity Church that had been established by, among others, the former

28. You can visit this building to see a portrait of the personage. You can visit only from July 1 to Labor Day; the stricture is that
the structure is presently being utilized by the National “Help, I’ve descended and can’t get up!” Society of the Colonial Dames.
29. Newport, Rhode Island’s Redwood Library at 50 Bellevue Avenue, the oldest library building in continuous use in the USA,
would be a legacy of this Philosophical Society.
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pirate Captain Thomas Paine.

Westward the course of empire takes its way;

The first four acts already past, @
A fifth shall close the drama with the day;

Time’s noblest offspring is the last.

L (o e—
\ 9 Rl A T e TR
] r'.\l:l-?'.. WESTWARD THE COURSE OF EMPIRE TAKES IT5 WAY:

THE FOUR FIRST ACTS ALREADY PAST,
AFIFTH SHALL CLOSE THE DRAMA WITH THE DAY
TIHES MOBLEST OFFSPRING I5 THE LAST —

IA LIi?E OF GEORGE BELEYI
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Bishop George Berkeley in his alcove by the Rhode Island shore
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December: Captain George Scott sailed out of the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island — off to collect another human
cargo along the African coast, tra-la.
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THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR, 1729. By “Poor Robin.” Newport, Rhode Island: James
Franklin.

A copy recently sold by Dodd, Mead & Co. has not been located.
A statement in the almanac of 1730 seems to show that this one
was not by Poor Robin.

The Great Mectinghouse of the Friends in Newport, Rhode Island was again enlarged.
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In his diary, the Baptist Reverend John Comer of Newport indicated that he had been visited by George

Berkeley.
ol @i

A-REPORT OF THE VISIT

SOME PAGES OF THE DIARY

He also provided an account of the experience of Captain Robert Gardner, who while on a voyage to Antigua
had been led by a dream to rescue some shipwrecked sailors.

Over the following years, the Reverend Berkeley would be preaching a number of sermons in Rhode Island,
and he did keep notes of his subject matter.

l REVEREND BERKELEY I

The inhabitants are of a mixed kind consisting of many sorts and
subdivisions of sects. There are four sorts of Anabaptists,
besides Presbyterians, Quakers, Independents and many of no
profession at all. Notwithstanding so many differences here are
fewer quarrels about religion than elsewhere, the people living
peaceably with their neighbors of whatever profession. The
climate is like that of Italy and not at all colder in winter
than I have known it everywhere north of Rome. The town of
Newport contains about 6,000 souls and is the most thriving,
flourishing place in all America for its bigness. It is very
pretty and pleasantly situated. I was never more agreeably
surprised than at the sight of the town and its harbor.

!READ EDWARD FIELD TEXTI

March: At Newport, Rhode Island, there was an appearance of the Aurora Borealis.
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March: In Providence, Rhode Island, the Reverend Joseph O’Hara was jailed for having broken into his church after
being expelled from it by his former congregation.

July:  Captain George Scott arrived in the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island with yet another cargo of human flesh
fresh from the African coast.

@ . ""ﬁ"""""_r?'"\r"""i_.’l"-&""" aEp e .l'i'iiﬁ,.l.- !'l-:.“'n.ll' .l:rl-ul' R v 1.§-\.-.-u.-\.n.-.-‘.-\.-\._-_,mnf.“r_.- -\,.r?l',...-.-\.rw-q-q“-.-:- R

4‘ M Lh; i hhuh,' '”iflH i — 3

17 i l s LW |
; I'f-I gl i‘l':' 'Il‘ :ll:l' Iklyi ii ii'-llll

f L|| 'fr:;!jg.-;l j ‘Ii" 1L
Ll!ilgdL. E llHlLilrrf: ki | W :';JliLLiilj : 1'5 ] -
| '.hll ii l ':‘z* -:* 'erm biitinie

:..,'..'..._..
F:F-—'-r

W = b
e
m— .|q-—— —q-..—..__

A
S g m—
" T
“—

| |
¥ feidi
|

h__-—

o

=

-'—— g s

=
.

1]
F
i

-
m—

é

| MIDDLE PASSAGE |

October: Captain George Scott sailed out of the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island — off to collect another human cargo
along the African coast, tra-la.
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MDCCXXX. THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR, 1730. By “Poor Robin.” Newport, Rhode
Island: James Franklin.

At Newport, Rhode Island was seen an Aurora Borealis.

ASTRONOMY

After a death due to the small pox, citizens exhibiting symptoms were quarantined on an island in Coasters
Harbor.

A mob attempted to tear apart the local jail.
On Long Island the Reverend Henry Loveall, also known as “Desolate Baker,” was exposed and disgraced.
June 1, Monday (Old Style): Captain George Scott, just turned 24 years of age, set out in his Little George for a Middle

Passage across the Atlantic Ocean. Crammed beneath the decks of his sloop was a cargo of 35 black men and
61 black women and black children, on their way to Newport, Rhode [sland and to a market for human flesh.

English society placed a high value on appropriate conduct. For instance, on this day at the Tyburn gallows
outside London, John Doyle and John Young were paying a price for their crimes as highwaymen.3 0

When once men have plunged themselves so far into sensual
pleasures as to lose all sense of any other delight than that
arises from the gratification of the senses, there is no great
cause of wonder if they addict themselves to illegal methods of
gaining wherewith to purchase such enjoyments; since the want
of virtue easily draws on the loss of all other principles, nor
can it be hoped from a man who has delivered himself over to the
dominion of these vices that he should stop short at the lawful
means of obtaining money by which alone he can be enabled to
possess them.

Common women are usually the first bane of those unhappy persons
who forfeit their lives to the Law as the just punishment of
their offences; these women, I say, are so far from having the
least concern whether their paramours run any unhappy courses
to obtain the sums necessary to supply their mutual
extravagance, that on the contrary they are ever ready, by
oblique hints and insinuations, to put them upon such dangerous
exploits which as they are sure to reap the fruits of, so
sometimes when they grow weary of them, they find it an easy
method to get rid of them and at the same time put money in their
own pockets. Yet so blind are these unhappy wretches, that

30. LIVES OF THE MOST REMARKABLE CRIMINALS WHO HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED AND EXECUTED FOR MURDER, THE

HIGHWAY, HOUSEBREAKING, STREET ROBBERIES, COINING OR OTHER OFFENCES / COLLECTED FROM ORIGINAL PAPERS AND
AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS, AND PUBLISHED IN 1735 / Edited by Arthur L. Hayward
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although such things fall out yearly, yet they are never to be
warned, but run into the snare with as much readiness as if they
were going unto the possession of certain and lasting happiness.
But to come to the adventures of the unhappy person whose life
we are going to relate. John Doyle was born in the town of
Carrough, in Ireland, and of very honest parents who gave him
as good education as could be expected in that country,
instructing him in writing and accounts, and made some progress
in Latin. When he was fit for a trade, his friends agreed to put
him out, and not thinking they should find a master good enough
for him in a country place, they sent him to Dublin, and bound
him to a tallow-chandler and soap-boiler in St. Thomas'’s Street,
whom he faithfully served seven years, and his master gave him
a good character. Being out of his time, his master prevailed
with him to work journey-work for him, which he did for nine
months; but having got acquainted by that time with some of the
town ladies and pretending to his friends that he was in hopes
of better business, his friends remitted him fifty pounds to
help him forward.

He lived well while that money lasted, but when it was almost
spent, he knew not what to turn himself to, for working did not
agree with him. He took a resolution to come to England, and on
the 19th of April, 1715, he came over in a packet-boat. Having
no more money left than three pounds ten shillings, and not
seeing which way he could get a further supply unless he went
to work, which he could not endure, he resolved to rob on the
highway; and to fit him for it, he bought a pair of pistols at
West Chester which cost him forty shillings. He continued in
that city till the Chester coach was to go for London. At four
miles distant from the town he attacked it, and robbed four
passengers that were in it of fourteen pounds, six shillings and
ninepence, two silver watches and a mourning ring, which was the
first attempt of that kind that ever he made in his 1life; then
he went off a by-way undiscovered.

Having got a pretty good booty, he travelled across the country
to Shrewsbury, and having stayed there about two days, he
happened to meet a man that had been formerly a collector on the
road, who had a horse to sell. He bought the horse for seven
guineas, though indeed it was worth twenty, as 1t proved
afterwards; no man soever was master of a better bred horse for
the highway. He was not willing to stay long at Shrewsbury, so
he went from thence and going along the country, met two ladies
in a small chaise, with only one servant and a pair of horses.
He robbed them of a purse with twenty-nine half guineas, nine
shillings in silver and twopence brass, and two gold watches.
The servant who rode by had a case of pistols which he took from
him, and then made off undiscovered. His horse at that time was
much better acquainted with coming up to a coach door than he
was. Sometime afterwards he passed across the country, and came
to Newbury, in Berkshire, where he remained for about fourteen
days, during which time he was very reserved and kept no company.
But growing weary, he departed from that place the same morning
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that the Newbury coach was to set out for London: and when it
was about five miles distant from the town of Newbury, he came
up to the coach door, and making a ceremony, as became a man of
business, demanded their all, which they very readily consented
to deliver, which proved to be about twenty-nine pounds in
money, a silver watch, a plain wedding ring, a tortoiseshell
snuff box, and a very good whip.

There was also a family ring which a gentleman begged very hard
for, whereupon by his earnest application he gave it back, and
the man assured him he would never appear against him. He was a
man of honour, for he happened to meet him some time after at
the Rummer and Horseshoe in Drury Lane, where he treated Doyle
handsomely, and showed him the ring, and withal declared that
he would not be his enemy on any account whatsoever.

Doyle being at this time a young beginner, thought what he got
for the preceding time to be very well, and in a few days after
this arrived at Windsor, where he stayed one night, and there
being a gentleman’s family bound for London, that lay that night
at the Mermaid Inn in the town, he changed his lodging and
removed to the inn; and having stayed there that night, he minded
where they put their valuable baggage up. The next morning he
paid his reckoning and came away, and got about four miles out
of the town before them; then coming up and making the usual
ceremony, he demanded their money, watches and rings. The
gentleman in the coach pulled out a blunderbuss, but Doyle soon
quelled him by clapping a pistol to his nose, telling him that
if he stirred hand or foot he was a dead man. Then he made him
give his blunderbuss first, then his money which was fifty
guineas, fifteen shillings in silver, and five-pence in brass,
a woman'’s gold watch and a pocket book in which were seven bank-
notes, which the gentleman said he took that day in order to pay
his servants’ wages. After this he made the best of his way to
London and got into James’s Street, Westminster, where he drank
a pint of wine, and then crossed over to Lambeth, and put up his
horse at the Red Lion Inn, and stayed there that night.

The next morning he came to the Coach and Horses in 0ld Palace
Yard, Westminster, where he dined, and about seven at night
departed from thence and went to the Phoenix gaming-house in the
Haymarket, to which place, he said, he believed a great many owe
their ruin. He remained some time at the Phoenix, and seeing
them gaming hard, he had a mind to have a touch at it; when
coming into the ring he took the box in his turn, and in about
thirty minutes lost thirty-seven pounds, which broke him. But
having some watches about him, he went immediately to the Three
Bowls in Market Lane, St. James, and pawned a gold watch for
sixteen guineas; and returning back to the Phoenix went to
gaming a second time, and in less than an hour recovered his
money and forty-three pounds more. And seeing an acgquaintance
there he took him to the Cardigan’s Head tavern, Charing Cross,
and made merry. That night he 1lay at the White Bear in
Piccadilly, and stayed there until the next evening, after
which, having paid his reckoning, he went to Lambeth to his
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landlord who had his horse in his care, and remained there that
night. The next morning he went away having discharged the
house.

Having then a pretty sum of money about him, he had an
inclination to see the country of Kent, and accordingly went
that day to Greenwich, and put up his horse while he went to see
the Hospital; and having baited the horse he parted from thence,
and going over Blackheath, he happened to meet a gentleman, who
proved to be Sir Gregory Page. Doyle took what money he had about
him, which was about seventy guineas in a green purse, a watch,
two gold seals and eighteen pence in silver. That night he rode
away to Maidstone, and from thence to Canterbury.

In a few days he returned to London, and was for a long time
silent, even for about six months, and never robbed or made an
attempt to rob any man, but kept his horse in a very good order,
and commonly went in an afternoon to Hampstead, sometimes to
Richmond, or to Hackney. In short, he knew all the roads about
London in less than six months as well as any man in England.
His money beginning now to grow short, not having turned out so
long, and the keeping his horse on the other hand being costly,
he resolved that his horse should pay for his own keeping, and
turned out one evening and robbed a Jew of seventy-five pounds,
and of his and his lady’s watches, a gold box and some silver,
and returned to town undiscovered. The next day Doyle went
Brentford way, and coming to Turnham Green stayed some time at
the Pack Horse, where he saw two Quakers on horseback. He rode
gently after them till they got to Hounslow Heath, where he
secured what money they had, which was something above a hundred
pounds. They begged hard for some money back, when he gave them
a guinea, taking from them their spurs and whips, and at some
distance threw them away. Those two men, as he found some days
after by the papers, were two meal factors that were going to
High Wycombe market in Buckinghamshire, to buy either wheat or
flour.

This last being a pretty good booty, he had a mind afterwards
to go for Ireland and accordingly set out for his Jjourney
thither. He took shipping at King’s Road near Bristol, on board
a small vessel bound to Waterford, where he arrived and stayed
at the Eagle in Waterford three days, and from thence went
directly to Dublin. Doyle was not long in Dublin before he became
acquainted with his wife, whom he courted for some time and was
extravagant in spending his money on her. He also soon got
acquainted with one N. B., a man now alive, and they turned out
together. None was able to stand against them, for they had
everything that came in their way, and in plain terms, there was
not a man that carried money about him, within eight miles of
Dublin, but if they met him they were sure to get what he had.
Being grown so wicked Doyle was at length taken for a robber and
committed to Newgate, then kept by one Mr. Hawkins, who used him
so barbarously that he wished himself out of his hands.
Accordingly he got his irons off and broke out of the gaol.
Hawkins knowing all the bums3! in Dublin, sent them up and down
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the city to take him, but to no purpose. However, they rooted
him fairly out of that neighbourhood.

Then he returned to Waterford, where he appointed his wife and
friend should meet him, which they did; and in about four hours
after he came there he found them out, and there being a ship
bound for Bristol, he sent them on board, agreed with the captain
and went himself on board the same night. They hoisted their
sails and got down to the Passage near Waterford, but the wind
proving contrary, they were obliged to return back, and then
concluded it was determined for Doyle to be taken; which he had
been had he kept on board, but he luckily got on shore, when it
was agreed to go to Cork. There they met with an honest cock of
a landlord, and he kept himself very private, making the poor
man believe that his companion and he were two that were raising
men for the Chevalier’s?? service, and that their keeping so
private proceeded from a fear of being discovered. The poor man
had then a double regard for them, he being a lover in his heart
of —. Doyle then sent his wife to seek for a ship; but Hawkins
having pursued him from Dublin, happened to see her, and dogged
her to the ship where she went on board, sending officers to
search, for he was sure he should find him there. He was
mistaken, but they took his poor wife up to see if they could
make her discover where he was, and ordered a strong guard to
bring her to Cork gaol. A boat was provided to bring her on
shore, but she telling the men some plausible stories that her
husband was not the man they represented him to be, one of the
watermen having stripped off his clothes in order to row, and
there being a great many honest fellows in the boat, they
assisted her in putting on waterman’s clothes, which as soon as
done, she fairly got away from them, and came and acquainted
Doyle that Hawkins was in town, and how she had been in danger.
They then concluded on leaving Cork, hired horses that night,
and came to a place called Mallow, within ten miles of Cork. The
next day they travelled to Limerick, where Doyle bought a horse,
bridle, etc., and went towards Galloway, and in all his journey
round about got but two prizes, which did not amount to above
fifteen pounds.

Sometime after, his wife was transported, which gave him a great
deal of concern, and he could not be in any way content without
her. So getting some money together he went to Virginia, and
having arrived there soon met with her, having had intelligence
where to enquire for her. The first house be came into was one
William Dalton’s, who had some days before bought the late noted
James Dalton,33 who was then his servant, whom he very often used
to send along with Doyle in his boat to put him on board a ship.
Then he thought it his best way to buy his wife’s liberty, which
he did, paying fifteen pounds for it.

He had then a considerable deal of money about him, and removed
from that part of the country where she was known and went to
New York. Being arrived there he soon got acquainted with some

31. i.e., bailiffs, informers and spies.

32. The Pretender, whose name was only to be mentioned with baited breath.
33. See page 533.
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of his countrymen, with whom be had used to go a-hunting and to
the horse races; so be spent some time in seeing the country.
By chance he came to hear of a namesake of his, that lived in
an island a little distant from New York, and being willing to
see any of his name, he sent for him, and according to Doyle’s
request, he wrote to him that he would come the next day, which
he did, and proved to be his uncle. The old man was overjoyed
to see Doyle, and carried him home with him, where he stayed a
long time, and spent a great deal of money.

His uncle was very much affronted at Doyle’s ill-treatment of
the natives, whom he severely beat, insomuch that the whole
place was afraid of him, and all intended to join and take the
Law of him. Soon after he departed from New York and went to
Boston, where he remained some time, and at length he resolved
within himself to settle and work at his trade, thinking it
better to do so than to spend all his money, and be obliged to
return to England or Ireland without a penny in his pocket. He
did so, and having agreed with a master he went to work, and was
very saving and frugal.

He remained with that man till by his wife’s industry he had
got, including what was his own, about two hundred pounds
English money. Then he advised his wife to go for Ireland in the
first ship that was bound that way, laying all her money out to
twenty pounds, and shipped the goods which he had brought on
board for her account. She then went to Ireland and Doyle for
England, promising to go over to her as soon as he could get
some money, for he had then an inclination to leave off his old
trade of collecting.

Being arrived at London, he met with a certain person with whom
he joined, and as he himself terms it, never had man a braver
companion, for let him push at what he would, his new companion
never flinched one inch. They turned out about London for some
time, and got a great deal of money, for nothing hardly missed
them. They used a long time the roads about Hounslow, Hampstead,
and places adjacent, until the papers began to describe them,
on which they went into Essex, and robbed several graziers,
farmers and others. Then they went to Bishop’s Stortford, in
Hertfordshire, where they robbed one man in particular who had
his money tied up under his arm in a great purse. Doyle says
that he had some intelligence from a friend that the man had
money about him, he made him strip in buff, and then found out
where he lodged it, and took it, but he did not use him in any
way ill, for he says it was the man’s business to conceal it,
as much as his to discover it.

Doyle and his partner hearing of a certain fair which was to be
held a few days after, they resolved to go to it, and coming
there took notice who took most money. In the evening they took
their horses, and about three miles distant from the town there
was a green, over which the people were obliged to come from the
fair. There came a great many graziers and farmers, whom they
robbed of upwards of eight hundred pounds. At this time Doyle
had in money and wvaluable things, such as diamonds, rings,
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watches, to the amount of about sixteen hundred pounds. His
partner had also a great deal of money, but not so much as Doyle,
by reason that he (D) had got some very often which he had no
right to have a share of.

Doyle went again for Ireland, and carried all his money with
him, and having a great many poor relations, distributed part
of it amongst them; some he lent, which he could never get again,
and in a little his money grew short, having frequented horse
races and all public places. However, before all was spent he
returned to England. Following his o0ld course of 1life, he
happened into several broils, with which a little money and a
few friends he got over. In a short space of time he became
acquainted with Benjamin Wileman. They two, with another person
concerned with them, committed several robberies. At length they
were discovered, apprehended and committed to Newgate. Wileman,
it seems, had an itching to become an evidence against Doyle and
W. G. But Doyle made himself an evidence, being really, as he
said, for his own preservation and not for the sake of any
reward.

Doyle’s wife being for a second time transported, he went with
her in the same ship, and having arrived in Virginia, slaved
there some time, until he began to grow weary of the place. But
as he was always too indulgent to her, he bought her her liberty,
and shipped her and himself on board the first ship that came
to England, when in seven weeks time they arrived in the Downs.
Soon after they came up to England, but were not long in town
before his wife was taken up for returning from transportation,
and committed to Newgate, where she remained until the sessions
following, and being brought upon her trial, pleaded guilty.
When they came to pass sentence upon her, she produced his
Majesty’s most gracious pardon, and was admitted to bail to
plead the same, and thereupon discharged. Doyle, a short time
after, went to the West of England, where he slaved some time,
following his old way of life; and associating himself with a
certain companion, got a considerable sum of money, and came to
Marlborough. And having continued some time in that
neighbourhood, they wusually kept the markets, where they
commonly cleared five pounds a day. Going from Marlborough they
came to Hungerford, and put up their horses at the George Inn;
and having ordered something for dinner, saw some graziers on
the road, but one of them being an old sportsman, and a brother
tradesman of Doyle’s formerly, he knew the said Doyle
immediately, by the description given of him, and very honestly
came to him, and told him that he had a charge of money about
him, and withal begged that he would not hurt him, since he had
made so ingenuous a confession, desiring Doyle to make the best
of his way to another part of the country, telling him at the
same time where he lived in London, and that if he should act
honourably by him, he would put a thousand pounds in his pocket
in a month’s time. According to the grazier’s directions, Doyle
and his companions departed, but having met, as Doyle phrases
it, with a running chase in their cross way, which they had taken
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for safety, they were obliged to return back into the main road
again, and by accident put up at the same inn where the grazier
and his companions were that evening. The grazier, as soon as
he saw Doyle, came in and drank a bottle with him, and then
retired to his companions, without taking any manner of notice
of him.

As they came for London, they took everything that came into
their net, and in three days time Doyle paid his brother
sportsman, the grazier, a visit, who received him handsomely,
and appointed him to meet him the next market day at the
Grevhound in Smithfield, in order to make good part of his
promise to him. Doyle and his companion went to him, put up their
horses at the same inn and passed for country farmers. This
grazier, who formerly had been one of the same profession being
now grown honest and bred a butcher, was then turned salesman
in Smithfield, and sold cattle for country graziers, and sent
them their money back by their servants who had brought the
cattle to town. Having drunk a glass of wine together, they began
to talk about business, and the grazier being obliged to go into
the market to sell some beasts, desired Doyle and his companion
to stay there until he returned. When he came he gave them some
little instructions how they should proceed in an affair he had
then in view to serve then in, and having taken his advice, they
rode out of town; and it being a West Country fair they rode
Turnham Green way.

They had not time to drink a pint of wine before the West Country
chapman came ajogging along. They took two hundred and forty
pounds from him, making (as D. terms it) a much quicker bargain
with him than he had done with the butcher at Smithfield. The
chapman begged hard for some money to carry him home to his
family, and after they had given him two guineas, he said to
them that he had often travelled that road with five hundred
pounds about him, and never had been stopped. To which Doyle
replied, that half the highwaymen who frequented the road were
but mere old women, otherwise he would never have had that to
brag of, and then parted. Doyle says that the honest man at
Smithfield had poundage of him as well as from the grazier, so
that he acted in a double capacity.

That night they came to London, and having put up their horses,
put on other clothes and went to Smithfield, where not finding
the butcher at home, they write a note and left it for an
appointment to meet him at the Horn Tavern in Fleet Street, where
they had not stayed long before he came. After taking a cheerful
glass they talked the story over, and out of the booty Doyle
gave turn fifty guineas, after which the butcher promised to be
his friend upon a better affair. After paying the reckoning they
parted and appointed to meet the next market day at Smithfield.
They went at the time appointed, and having drank a morning
glass, stepped into the market and stayed some time. Their
brother sportsman being very busy, he made excuse to Doyle and
his companion, telling them there was nothing to be done in their
way till the evening, desiring them to be patient. They remained
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in and about Smithfield till then, and market being entirely
over, their friend came up to the place appointed, and showed
them a man on horseback to whom he had just paid fifty pounds.
Doyle and his companion immediately called for their horses,
took leave of their friend, and kept in sight of the countryman
until he was out of town. And when he was got near the Adam and
Eve, at Kensington, they came up to him, and made a ceremony,
as became men of their profession. He was very unwilling to part
from his money, making an attempt to ride away, but they soon
overtook him, and after some dispute took every penny that he
received in Smithfield, and for his residing gave him back only
a crown to bear his charges home. In his memoirs Doyle makes
this observation, that they always robbed between sun and sun,
so that the persons robbed might make the county pay them that
money back if they thought fit to sue them for it.3?% Next morning
Doyle and his companion came to the place appointed, and not
meeting with their brother sportsman sent for him, where they
drank together, and talked as usual about business, paying him
poundage out of what money they had collected on his information
(for they usually dealt with him as a custom-house officer does
by an informer); after which they parted for that time, and did
not meet for a month after.

Afterwards they went up and down Hertfordshire, but got scarce
money enough to bear their expenses; but where there were small
gettings they lived the more frugally, for Doyle observed that
if the country did not bear their expenses wherever he
travelled, he thought it very hard, and that if he failed of
gaming one day, he commonly got as much the next as he could
well destroy.

Hitherto we have kept very close to those memoirs which Mr. Doyle
left behind him, which I did with this wview, that my readers
might have some idea of what these people think of themselves.
I shall now bring you to the conclusion of his story, by
informing you that finding himself beset at the several lodgings
which he kept by way of precaution, he for some days behaved
himself with much circumspection; but happening to forget his
pistols, he was seized, coming out of an inn in Drury Lane, and
though he made as much resistance as he was able, yet they forced
him unto a coach and conveyed him to Newgate. It is hard to say
what expectations he entertained after he was once apprehended,
but it is reasonable to believe that he had strong hopes of life,
notwithstanding his pleading guilty at his trial, for he
dissembled until the time of the coming down of a death warrant,
and then declared he was a Roman Catholic, and not a member of
the Church of England, as he had hitherto pretended.

He seemed to be a tolerably good-natured man, but excessively
vicious at the same time that he was extravagantly fond of the
woman he called his wife. He took no little pleasure in the
relations of those adventures which happened to him in his
exploits on the highway, and expressed himself with much seeming

satisfaction, because as he said, he had never been guilty of
34. Passengers robbed on the highway between sunrise and sunset, could sue the county for the amount of their loss, it being the
duty of the officials to keep the roads safe.
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beating or wusing passengers 1ll, much less of wounding or
attempting to murder them. In general terms, he pretended to
much penitence, but whether it was that he could not get over
the natural vivacity of his own temper, or that the principles
of the Church of Rome, as is too common a case, proved a strong
opiate in his conscience, however it was, I say, Doyle did not
seem to have any true contrition for his great and manifold
offences. On the contrary, he appeared with some levity, even
when on the very point of death.

He went to execution in a mourning coach; all the way he read
with much seeming attention in a little Popish manual, which had
been given him by one of his friends. At the tree he spoke a
little to the people, told them that his wife had been a very
good wife to him, let her character in other respects be what
it would. Then he declared he had left behind him memoirs of his
life and conduct, to which he had nothing to add there, and from
which I have taken verbatim a great part of what I have related.
And then, having nothing more to offer to the world, he submitted
to death on the first of June, 1730, but in what year of his age
I cannot say.

However, before I make an end of what relates to Mr. Doyle, it
would be proper to acquaint the public that the vanity of his
wife extended so far as to make a pompous funeral for him at St.
Sepulchre’s church, whereat she, as chief mourner assisted, and
was led by a gentleman whom the world suspected to be of her
husband’s employment.

I have more than once remarked in the course of these memoirs
that of all crimes, cruelty makes men the most generally hated,
and that from this reasonable cause, that they seem to have taken
up an aversion to their own kind. This was remarkably the case
of the unhappy man of whom we are now speaking.

He was, it seems, the son of very honest and industrious parents,
his father being a gardener at Kensington. From him he received
as good an education as it was in his power to give him, and was
treated with all the indulgence that could be expected from a
tender parent; and it seems that after five years’ stay at
school, he was qualified for any business whatsoever. So after
consulting his own inclinations he was put out apprentice to a
coach-maker in Long Acre, where he stayed not long; but finding
all work disagreeable to him, he therefore resolved to be gone,
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let the consequence be what it would. When this resolve was once
The IPLE PRENITICE E

£ iy
s ctpned e

taken, it was but a very short time before it was put into
execution. Living now at large, and not knowing how to gain money
enough to support himself, and therefore being in very great
straits, he complied with the solicitations of some hackney-
coachmen, who advised him to learn their trade. They took some
pains to instruct him, employed him often, and in about six
months time he became perfect master of his business, and drove
for Mr. Blunt, in Piccadilly. His behaviour here was so honest
that Mr. Blunt gave him a good character, and he thereby obtained
the place of a gentleman’s coachmen. In a short time he saved
money and began to have some relish for an honest life; and
continuing industriously to hoard up what he received either in
wages or vales [tips] at last by these methods he drew together
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a very considerable sum of money.

And then it came into his head to settle himself in an honest
way of 1life, in which design his father gave him all the
encouragement that was in his power, telling him in order to do
it, he should marry an honest, virtuous woman. Whereupon, with
the advice and consent of his parents, he married a young woman
of a reputable family from Kentish Town, who, as to fortune,
brought him a pretty little addition to his own savings, so that
altogether he had, according to his own account, a very pretty
competency wherewith to begin the world.

For some time after his marriage he indulged himself in living
without employment, but finding such a course wasted his little
stock very fast, he began to apply his thoughts to the
consideration of what course was the most likely to get his bread
in. After beating his brains for some little time on this subject
he at last resolved on keeping a public-house; which agreeing
very well with his father’s and relations’ notions, he thereupon
immediately took the King’s Arms, in Red Lion Street, where for
some time he continued to have very good business. In all, he
remained there about five years, and might in that time have got
a very pretty sum of money if he had not been so unhappy as to
grow proud, as soon as he had anything in his pocket. It was not
long, therefore, before he gave way to his own roving
disposition, going over to Ireland, where he remained for a
considerable space, living by his wits as he expresses it, or,
in the language of honest people, by defrauding others.

But Ireland is a country where such sort of people are not likely
to support themselves long; money is far from being plentiful,
and though the common people are credulous in their nature, yet
tradesmen and the folks of middling ranks are as suspicious as
any nation in the world. The county of West Meath was the place
where he had fixed his residence for the greatest part of the
time he continued in the island, but at last it grew too hot for
him. The inhabitants became sensible of his way of living, and
gave him such disturbance that he found himself wunder an
indispensable necessity of quitting that place as soon as
possibly he could; and so having picked up as much money as would
pay for his passage, he came over again into England, out of
humour with rambling while he felt the uneasiness it had brought
upon him, but ready to take it up again as soon as ever his
circumstances were made a little easy, which in his present
condition was not likely to happen in haste.

His friends received him very coldly, his parents had it not in
their power to do more for him. In a word, the countenance of
the world frowned upon him, and everybody treated him with that
disdain and contempt which his foolish behaviour deserved.
However, instead of reclaiming him, this forced him upon worse
courses. His wife, it seems, either died in his absence, or was
dead before he went abroad, and soon after his return he
contracted an acquaintance with a woman, who was at that time
cook in the family of a certain bishop; her he courted and a
short time after, married. She brought him not only some ready

252 Copyright ©2013 Austin Meredith


http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/trends/Quakerism/17thCentQuakerism.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf

[| HDT || ||WHAT?|| || INDEX

NEWPORT AQUIDNECK ISLAND

(GO To MASTER HISTORY OF QUAKERISM

money, but also goods to a pretty large value. Young being not
a bit mended by his misfortunes, squandered away the first in a
very short time, and turned the last into ready money. However,
these supplies were of not very long continuance, and with much
importunity his friends, in order, if it were possible, to keep
him honest, got him in a small place in the Revenue, and he was
put in as one of the officers to survey candles. In this post
he continued for about a twelvemonth, and then relapsing into
his former idle and profligate courses, he was quickly suspected
and thereby put to his shifts again, though his wife at that
time was in place, and helped him very frequently with money.
This, it seems, was too servile a course for a man of Mr. Young'’s
spirit to take, so that he picked up as much as bought him a
pair of pistols, and then went upon the highway, to which it
seems the foolish pride of not being dependant upon his wife did
at that time not a little contribute. In his first adventure in
this new employment, he got fifteen guineas, but being in a very
great apprehension of a pursuit, his fears engaged him to fly
down to Bristol, in order, if it were possible, to avoid them.
After staying there some considerable time, he began at last to
take heart, and to fancy he might be forgotten. Upon these hopes
he resolved with himself to come up towards London again; and
taking advantage of a person travelling with him to Uxbridge,
he made use of every method in his power to insinuate himself
into his fellow traveller’'s good graces. This he effected,
insomuch that at High Wycombe, in Buckinghamshire, as Young
himself told the story, he prevailed on him to lend him three
half-crowns to defray his expenses, pretending that he had some
friend or relation hard by who would repay him. But
unfortunately for the man, he had talked too freely of a sum of
money which he pretended to have about him. It thereupon raised
an inclination in Young to strip him and rob him of this supposed
great prize; for which purpose he attacked him in a lone place,
and not only threatened him with shooting him, but as he
pretended, by his hand shaking, was as good as his word, and
actually wounded him in such a manner as he in all probability
at that time took to be mortal; but taking advantage of the
condition in which the poor man was, he made the best of his way
off, and was so lucky as to escape for the present, although
that crime brought him afterwards to his execution.

When he had considered a little the nature of the fact which he
had committed, it appeared even to himself of so black and
barbarous a nature that he resolved to fly to the West of
England, in order to remain there for some time. But from this
he was deterred by looking into a newspaper and finding himself
advertised there; the man whom he had shot being also said to
be dead, this put him into such a consternation that he returned
directly to London, and going to a place hard by where his wife
lived, he sent for her, and told her that he was threatened with
an unfortunate affair which might be of the greatest ill-
consequence to him if he should be discovered. She seemed to be
extremely moved at his misfortunes, and gave him what money she
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could spare, which was not a little, insomuch that Young at last
began to suspect she made bold now and then to borrow of her
mistress; but if she did, that was a practice he could forgive
her. At last he proposed taking a lodging for himself at Horsely
Down,>> as a place the likeliest for him to be concealed in.
There his wife continued to supply him, until one Sunday morning
she came in a great hurry and brought with her a pretty handsome
parcel of guineas. Young could not help suspecting she did not
come very honestly by them. However, if he had the money he
troubled not his head much which way he came by it, and he had
so good a knack of wheedling her that he got twenty pounds out
of her that Sunday.

A very few days after, intelligence was got of his retreat, and
the man whom he had robbed and shot made so indefatigable a
search after him, that he was taken up and committed to the New
Gaol, and his wife, a very little time after, was committed to
Newgate for breaking open her lady’s escrutoire, and robbing her
of a hundred guineas. This was what Young said himself and I
repeat it because I have his memoirs before me. Yet in respect
to truth, I shall be obliged to say something of another nature
in its due place; but to go on with our narration according to
the time in which facts happened.

A Habeas Corpus was directed to the sheriff of Surrey, whereupon
Young was brought to Newgate, and at the next sessions of the
0ld Bailey was indicted for the aforesaid robbery, which was
committed in the county of Middlesex. The charge against him was
for assaulting Thomas Stinton, in a field or open place near the
Highway, and taking from him a mare of the value of seven pounds,
a bridle value one shilling and sixpence, a saddle value twelve
shillings, three broad-pieces of gold and nine shillings in
silver, at the same time putting the said Thomas Stinton in fear
of his life.

Upon this indictment the prosecutor deposed that meeting with
the prisoner about seven miles on this side of Bristol, and being
glad of each other’s company, they continued and lodged together
till they came to Oxford; where the prisoner complaining that
he was short of money, the prosecutor lent him a crown out of
his pocket, and at Loudwater, the place where they lodged next
night, he lent him half a crown more. The next morning they came
for London, and being a little on this side of Uxbridge, Young
said he had a friend in Hounslow who would advance him the money
which he had borrowed from the prosecutor, and thereupon desired
Mr. Stinton to go with him thither, to which he agreed; and Young
thereupon persuaded him to go by a nearer way, and under that
pretence after making him leap hedges and ditches, at last
brought him to a place by the river side, where on a sudden he
knocked him off his horse, and that with such force that he made
the blood gush out of his nose and mouth.

As soon as Young perceived that the prosecutor had recovered his
senses a little, he demanded his money, to which Mr. Stinton

replied, Is this the manner in which you treat your friend? You
35. This district, at the Dockhead end of Tooley Street, was at that time a sort of No Man’s Land, where horses were grazed and a
few poverty-stricken wretches lived in sheds and holes in the ground.
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see, I have not strength to give you anything. Whereupon Young
took from him his pocket-book and money. And Mr. Stinton
earnestly entreating that he would give him somewhat to bear his
expenses home, in answer thereto Young said, Ay, I’1l give you
what shall carry you home straight, and then shot him in the
neck, and pushing him down into the ditch, said, Lie there. Some
time after with much ado, Mr. Stinton crawled out and got to a
house, but saw no more of the prisoner, or of either of their
mares.

George Hartwell deposed that he helped both the prisoner and the
prosecutor to the inn where they lay at Oxford. Sarah Howard
deposed that she kept the inn or house where they lodged at
Loudwater the night before the robbery was committed. And all
the witnesses, as well as the prosecutor being positive to the
person of the prisoner, the charge seemed to be as fully proved
as it was possible for a thing of that nature to admit.

The prisoner in his defence did not pretend to deny the fact,
but as much as he was able endeavoured to extenuate it. He said,
that for his part he did not know anything of the mare; that the
going off the pistol was merely accidental; that he did, indeed,
take the money, and therefore, did not expect any other than to
suffer death, but that it would be a great satisfaction to him,
even in his last moments, that he neither had or ever intended
to commit any murder. But those words in the prosecutor’s
evidence, I’11 give you something to carry you home, and Lie
there (that is in the ditch) being mentioned in summing up the
evidence to the Jjury, Young, with great warmth and many
asseverations, denied that he made use of them. The jury, after
a very short consideration, being full satisfied with the
evidence which had been offered, found him guilty.

The very same day his wife was indicted for the robbery of her
mistress, when the fact was charged upon her thus: that she on
a Sunday, conveyed Young secretly upstairs in her mistress’s
house, where she passed for a single woman; that he took an
opportunity to break open a closet and to steal from thence
ninety guineas, and ten pounds in silver; a satin petticoat
value thirty shillings, and an orange crepe petticoat were also
carried off; and she asking leave of her lady to go out in the
afternoon, took that opportunity to go quite away, not being
heard of for a long time. Upon her husband being apprehended for
the fact for which he died, somebody remembered her and the story
of her robbing her mistress, caused her thereupon to be
apprehended. Not being able to prove her marriage at the time
of her trial, she was convicted, and ordered for transportation.
This was a very different story from that which Young told in
his relations of his wife’s adventure, but when it came to be
mentioned to that unhappy man and pressed upon him, though he
could not be brought to acknowledge it, yet he never denied it;
which the Ordinary says, was a method of proceeding he took up,
because unwilling to confess the truth, and afraid when so near
death to tell a lie.

When under sentence of death, this unfortunate person began to
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have a true sense of his own miserable condition; he was very
far from denying the crime for which he suffered, although he
still continued to deny some of the circumstances of it. The
judgment which had been pronounced upon him, he acknowledged to
be very just and reasonable, and was so far from being either
angry or affrighted at the death he was to die that on the
contrary he said it was the only thing that gave his thoughts
ease. To say truth, the force of religion was never more visible
in any man than it was in this unfortunate malefactor. He was
sensible of his repentance being both forced and late, which
made him attend to the duties thereof with an extraordinary
fervour and application. He said that the thoughts of his
dissolution had no other effect upon him than to quicken his
diligence in imploring God for pardon. To all those who visited
him either from their knowledge of him in former circumstances,
or, as too many do, from the curiosity of observing how he would
behave under those melancholy circumstances in which he then
was, he discoursed of nothing but death, eternity, and future
judgment. The gravity of his temper and the serious turn of his
thoughts was never interrupted in any respect throughout the
whole space of time in which he lay under condemnation; on the
contrary, he every day appeared to have more and more improved
from his meditations and almost continual devotions, appearing
frequently when at chapel wrapped up as it were in ecstasy at
the thoughts of heaven and future felicity, humbling himself,
however, for the numberless sins he had committed, and omitting
nothing which could serve to show the greatness of his sorrow
and the sincerity of his contrition.

The day he was to die, the unfortunate old man his father, then
upwards of seventy years of age, came to visit him, and saw him
haltered as he went out to execution. Words are too feeble to
express that impetuosity of grief which overwhelmed both the
miserable father and the dying son. However, the o0ld man,
bedewing him with a flood of tears, exhorted him not to let go
on his hopes in Christ, even in that miserable conjuncture; but
that he should remember the mercy of God was over all his works,
and in an especial manner was promised to those who were penitent
for their sins, which Christ had especially confirmed in sealing
the pardon of the repenting thief, even upon the cross.

At the place of execution he appeared scarce without any
appearance of terror, much less of obstinacy or contempt of
death. Being asked what he did with the pocket-book which he
took from Mr. Stinton, and which contained in it things of very
great use to him, Young replied ingeniously that he had burnt
it, for which he was heartily sorry, but that he did not look
into or make himself acquainted with its contents. Just before
the cart drew away, he arose and spoke to the people, and said,
The love of idleness, being too much addicted to company, and a
too greedy love of strong ligquors has brought me to this unhappy
end. The Law intends my death for an example unto others; let
it be so, let my follies prevent others from falling into the
like, and let the shame which you see me suffer, deter all of
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you from the commission of such sins as may bring you to the
like fatal end. My sentence is just, but pray, ye good people,
for my soul, that though I die ignominiously here, I may not
perish everlastingly.

He was executed the first of June, 1730, being at the time about
thirty-nine years of age.

WHAT?|| || INDEX

June 6, Saturday (Old Style), before dawn: Captain George Scott was 100 leagues from the coast of Africa on his way
to the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island, five days out on the Middle Passage with yet another cargo of human
flesh packed into his sloop Little George — when allofasudden black men began to pour out from beneath the
decks.
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The slaves emerging on deck in the predawn darkness found a watch crew of three, killed them, and threw their
bodies overboard. The other crew members, four men and a boy, were below, sheltered behind the after hatch.
These survivors set to work to fabricate for themselves pipe bombs which they planned to throw among the
slaves, but while they were at this work one of the devices blew up, severely burning the man who was holding
it. The slaves loaded a carriage gun and fired it into the hatchway, and began to sail the ship back toward the
African shore. The crewmembers bored holes in the ship’s bottom and let in about three feet of seawater. There
was a negotiation, and the cargo agreed that if the crew would not scuttle the sloop, they would depart as soon
as they were able to reach shore. Eventually the ship grounded several leagues up the Sierra Leone River and
the Africans waded ashore. The surviving crewmembers managed to get the ship’s boat lowered on the other
side of the grounded sloop, and rowed downstream to the safety of a vessel from Montserrat, British West
Indies.
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On April 29, 1731 a Boston gazette would report this uprising: “We hear from Rhode Island that Captain
George Scott of that place, who sometime since went from thence to Guinea, and was returning with a cargo
of Negroes, they rose upon the said commander and company, and barbarously murdered three of his men,
the said captain and the rest of his company made their escape, tho tis said they are all since dead except the
captain and a boy; The Negroes we are informed were afterwards taken and made slaves by those

other nation.”

(This negrero captain, undaunted, would each year for the following five years sail out of Newport for the coast
of Africa to collect more human raw material.)

| 1731

AN ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 1731. By Samuel Maxwell, Newport, Rhode Island: James
Franklin.

This is the first Rhode Island almanac to add the court sessions
to its local items.
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This Samuel Maxwell was 22 years of age, something we know by virtue of an entry he made in the almanack
under the date of May 30, 1731: “The Author’s Birthday 1708.” In the preface he wrote “Although I be young
in Years, yet I give not my Pen a Latitude beyond my Beard; for I always keep one parallel with the other: And
my Almanack is in such an easy plain Form, and regular Method, that I hope there will be no Fault found by
any of my Antagonists.”

George Berkeley was painted by Alfred Hart:

IA LIFE OF GEORGE BERKELE\_(I

His new residence near Newport, Rhode Island, which he designated “Whitehall”:
> E’_T#_v ---:—_-._ +_.‘? -:.;:-—_ =._ : -. -' =3 m-&‘t"_‘r"

_______
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The Reverend John Comer, a Baptist minister of Newport, Rhode Island, visited New-York, and at the request
of the disgraced Reverend Henry Loveall, preached at Piscataqua. Giving up his church in Newport, the
Reverend Comer moved to Rehoboth.

4 o

!SOM-E PAGES OF THE DIARYI

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some @
4 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 —as we

have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos— then a total of something like 436 souls would have

been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.
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Captain George Scott of Rhode Island was returning from Guinea with a cargo of slaves when they rose up
killing three of the crewmembers. Soon all the white crewmembers would die, except the captain and the ship’s
boy.

| SERVILE INSURRECTION |
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Aaron Lopez was born in Portugal. A Marrano,>® he would live in Lisbon under the Christian name Duarte
Lopez, and would be able to acknowledge his Jewish name only after he emigrated to the relative security of

Newport in Rhode Island.

As an adult, he would participate in the international slave trade, which is to say, he would make money out
of the misery of other human beings.

36. Marrano = a Spanish or Portuguese Jew of the late Middle Ages who converted to Christianity, especially one forcibly converted
but adhering secretly to Judaism.
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April 29, Thursday (Old Style): According to a report in a Boston gazette, in the previous year Captain George Scott
of Newport, Rhode Island had been 100 leagues from the coast of Africa on his way home with yet another
cargo of human flesh packed into his sloop Little George — when allofasudden there had been an uprising.
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| MIDDLE PASSAGE |
“We hear from Rhode Island that Captain George Scott of that place, who sometime since went from thence
to Guinea, and was returning with a cargo of Negroes, they rose upon the said commander and company, and
barbarously murdered three of his men, the said captain and the rest of his company made their escape, tho tis
said they are all since dead except the captain and a boy; The Negroes we are informed were afterwards taken
and made slaves by those other nation.”

| SERVILE INSURRECTION |

(The slaver captain, undaunted by this setback, would sail out of Newport for the coast of Africa to collect
more human raw material, each year for the following five years.)

| 1732

MDCCXXXII. THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR, 1732. By Poor Robin. Newport, Rhode
Island: James Franklin.

In Rhode Island, William Wanton was in charge.

IREAD EDWARD FIELD TEXTI
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February: Finally having become aware that his quest for funding for a New World university was pointless, George
Berkeley returned from Newport, Rhode Island to London, where he would preach before the society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in foreign Parts a sermon entitled VERSES ON THE PROSPECT OF PLANTING ARTS AND
LEARNING IN AMERICA.

HDT
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l ABOUT RHODE ISLAND I

R o A

W j\" WESTWARD THE COURSE OF EMPIRE TAKES IT5 WhY:
- THE FOUR FIRST ACTS ALREADY PAST,

AFIFTH SHALL CLOSE THE DRAMA WITH THE DAY

TIHES NOBLEST OFFSPRING IS THE LAST ™

Later in this year he would produce a pseudo-Platonic dialog entitled, ALCIPHRON OR THE MINUTE
PHILOSOPHER, as a polemic against deistic free-thinkers — whom he identified with atheists, libertines,
enthusiasts, scorners, critics, metaphysicians, fatalists, and sceptics, and designated as “minute philosophers”
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I BERKELEY’S ALCIPHRON I

264 Copyright ©2013 Austin Meredith


http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/trends/Quakerism/17thCentQuakerism.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/17/30DECADE/32/1732_BerkeleyALCIPHRON.pdf

HDT INDEX

NEWPORT AQUIDNECK ISLAND

(GO To MASTER HISTORY OF QUAKERISM

WHAT?

Bishop George Berkeley in his alcove by the Rhode Island shore
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ALGCIPHERQN:

OR, THE

MiNuUTE PHILOSOPHER.
I N
SEVEN DIALOGUES.

Containing an APoLoGY for the Chriftian Religion,
againfi thofe who are called Free-thinkers.

VOLUME # FIRST.

_l_:"” cifferns, broken ciflerny that can bold no water. Jorem. ii. 13,
in morfuus, wi guidam minuti Philofephi cenfomt, nibil fintiam,
®En WETIEr me errgrem meum mortui Philyfphi r'rr?lj:au.
Cicern,

L 0O NDO N:

They bae forfaken ma the Fountain of livi awaters, and bewed them|

irinmd for J. Tonsow in the Strand, 1732.

ALCIPHRON:

OR, THE

MiNUTE PHILOSOPHER.
I N
SEVEN DIALOGUES.

Containing an ApoLoGY for the Chriftian Religion,
againf! thofe who are called Free-thinkers.

VOLUME e SECOND. =

The Balances of Deceit are in bis Hand. Holea . 7.
T8 EfawariiX avtiv v’ aury, wdrley yerrwdrare: Pln

L O N D O N:

Printed for J. Tonson in the Strand, 1732.
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