GO TO MASTER INDEX OF RHODE ISLAND PLACES
CUMBERLAND
And yet — in fact you need only draw a single thread
at any point you choose out of the fabric of life
and the run will make a pathway across the whole,
and down that wider pathway each of the other threads
will become successively visible, one by one.
— Heimito von Doderer, DIE DÂIMONEN

1635
White settlement of what is now Rhode Island began when the Reverend William Blaxton came down from
the Shawmut peninsula and built a home at Wawapoonseag near Lonsdale, at Study Hill1 on the banks of the
river which has come to bear a version of his name, Blackstone.
I left England on account of the Bishops.... I fear
that I may have to leave here on account of the
Brethren.
A memorial stone on Mendon Road in Cumberland near the Ann and Hope Mills now commemorates his
arrival. His servant Abbot is now remembered in a stream named “Abbot’s Run.” Since the Reverend
Blackstone had no horse, when he would come into Providence he would do so aboard his plow ox. He would
make himself a favorite with local children by distributing the first orchard apples they had ever seen. Ox or
not, he eventually would marry and have a son.

1645
During the civil war between King Charles I and the Parliament the town of Newcastle-on-Tyne in
Northumberland had been occupied several times by one side or the other, but its critical event had come
during October 1644 when it had been stormed by Scots under the Earl of Leven while they were marching
through to join the Parliamentarians in the South. Captain Lawrence Wilkinson of the army of the King had in
that process been taken prisoner with sequestration of his lands, which would be sold by Parliament. Through
a negotiated agreement between Cromwell and the King’s advocate in about 1652-1654, this loyalist Charles
Wilkinson would be allowed to find refuge in Providence, Rhode Island (he would become a great-grandfather
of Jemimah Wilkinson, the disowned “Publik Universal Friend” of Cumberland.).
WILKINSON FAMILY
There was a Maturin Bellows at Providence, Rhode Island.

1. Study Hill is now gone: it was leveled to fill and grade a railroad yard. Not a trace remains in Lonsdale of the Reverend Blaxton’s
farm, just as not a trace remains, in Boston, of the Reverend’s cabin.
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What is now the Rumford area of East Providence, and Attleboro, Massachusetts, and Cumberland, had up to
this point been called “Seacunke” after the band of Narragansett that lived in the area, and in King Phillip’s
time would be called “Rehoboth” after the band of English that had just removed from Plymouth to there. (East
Providence would not become part of Rhode Island until 1862.)
Perhaps it was the Reverend Roger Williams who wrote to Governor John Winthrop in this year, that: “A war
with the Narragansetts is very considerable to this plantation, for I doubt whether it be not in us, having power
in our hands, to suffer them to maintain the worship of the devil, which their pow wows often do; secondly, if
upon a just war the Lord should deliver them into our hands, we might easily have men, women and children
enough to exchange for Moors [presumably, he meant enslaved blacks] which will be more gainful pillage for
us than we conceive, for I do not see how we can thrive until we get into a flock of slaves sufficient to do all
our business, for our children’s children will hardly see this great continent filled with people, so that our
servants will still desire freedom to plant for themselves and not stay but for very great wages. And I suppose
you know very well how we shall maintain twenty Moors cheaper than one English servant.”
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1661
Massasoit died and was succeeded by his 1st son, Wamsutta, the one who had been nicknamed “Allexander”
(sic) by the whites.2
Att the ernest request of Wamsitta, desiring that in
regard his father is lately deceased, and hee being
desirouse, according to the custome of the natives, to
change his name, that the Court would confer an English
name upon him, which accordingly they did, and
therefore ordered, that for the future hee shalbee
called by the name of Allexander Pokanokett; and
desireing the same in the behalfe of his brother, they
have named him Phillip.

Allexander Wamsutta was married to Squaw Sachem Weetamoo of Pocasset. He sold Attleboro lands to the
Plymouth colony. This sachem would be signing the land sale documents presented to him by the English
sometimes with

A

an

sometimes with a

W

and sometimes with a

M

(these things are complex, for in fact he had in addition another name beginning with the letter M) as his
younger brother Metacom, when he would in his turn become the sachem of the Wampanoag, would be signing
these ubiquitous documents with

P

a big inky

(it all was made to seem so legitimate and respectful and congenial).
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This was the year of the property transaction known as the “Northern Purchase.” The English of Rehoboth

2. When the seal of the Massachusetts Bay Colony depicted an American native with a cartoon bubble coming out of his mouth,
going “Come over and help us,” the reference of course was to the Book of the Acts of the Apostles in the Christian Bible, which
has the Apostle Paul dreaming of a Macedonian who is pleading that he “Come over into Macedonia, and help us.”

On that basis, for the whites to have assigned to two Native American sachems the names “Phillip” (sic) and “Allexander” (sic)
two well-known kings of ancient Macedonia, would seem rather innocent. However, bear in mind that it was the naming convention
of the period, to refer to persons of color by the deployment of offensively grandiloquent and therefore implicitly derogatory
nicknames. The dusky brothers Wamsutta and Metacom were therefore nicknamed Allexander and Phillip more or less in the
mode in which masterly whites were in the habit of condescending magisterially to their black slaves: such ostentatious names (in
the case of black slaves, master-assigned names such as those which Dr. LeBaron of Plymouth tried to enforce upon his house slaves,
such as Pompey and Julius Caesar — starving one of his slaves, Quasho Quando, as punishment when the man absolutely refused
to respond to such a name) implicitly gestured toward their low standing in the eyes of the righteous, marking them as pretenders,
as con artists, implicitly warning fellow whites not to take them seriously as human beings or as leaders.

In what significant manner does this differ from the period in Central Europe during which Jews
were being required to register and to receive family names and were being assigned names,
by a sympathetic constabulary, which translate into the ordinary English as “gold-grubber”
and as “money-bags”?
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(chartered in 1643 by the Plymouth Colony, and the birthplace of public education in North America) hired

Thomas Willett to negotiate for them with Wampanoag sachems for what is now Attleboro and North
Attleboro. This 1661 deed still exists and very clearly is signed by Willett and by Wamsutta.3 The land in
question has clearly belonged to the white man since way back. One of the terms and conditions of this deed
document, however, is that part of the property in question had been set aside for perpetual use by the natives.
Since there aren’t any natives there any longer, and since continuous occupancy is normally taken by our courts
to be the signal of native title, this clause would seem to be ancient history — but as of the Year of Our Lord
2003 there is a case pending in the Rhode Island courts which alleges that legal title to the land district that
had been set aside, that seems to amount to Cumberland and east Woonsocket, is open to challenge.

The bite in this antique document comes from the fact that since the early 1660s, colonial law, and the federal
law that followed after this colonial law upon our national independence, has consistently held that no native
tribal land could be validly conveyed to another unless that conveyance had the blessing of a federal court, or
3. Metacom had such a high regard for Captain Thomas Willett that during the race war he ordered that the Willett family not be

harmed. When someone who had not heard of this brought the head of Hezekiah Willett to Metacom, thinking that he would be
pleased, Metacom did what he could: he adorned the head of Willett’s son with wampum, and combed its hair.
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of the US Congress. Since there exists no federal legislative or judicial record whatever, that these lands which
had been formally set aside for native use in this Wamsutta/Willett title document have subsequently
legitimately been conveyed to anyone else, and since the tribe in question, the Seaconke Wampanoag, happens
to be still in existence, it is abundantly clear that the land in question –whatever that land amounts to and
whoever now resides upon it– still belongs to them and to them alone. (After the natives lost in this race war
known as “King Phillip’s War”, we understand that very naturally the victorious white colonists simply moved
in and took over by eminent domain, selling the red survivors of the war into slavery or packing them off to
other lands. However, that makes the situation of these native inheritors similar to, say, the situation of an
Israeli Jew who is holding a WWII-era title document to a family home in the Polish town of Oswicum, the
German form of the name being “Auschwitz” — a family home now inhabited and defended by non-Jewish
Poles who definitely have some sort of piece of paper asserting their invalid title. It seems clear that the legal
implications of World War II for its survivors, and the implications of King Phillip’s War for its survivors, have
yet to be fully worked out.)
But you can’t please everybody all the time. Soon Wamsutta fell under suspicion of not favoring one English
colony over another, but instead, of the evil practice of selling merely to the highest bidder, favoring his own
interest and the interest of his band over the interest of others. He was therefore taken captive by an indignant
Major Josiah Winslow and marched rapidly to Duxbury at gunpoint, as part of a strategy to put the arm on him
and to induce him to favor the Plymouth colony over the Rhode Island colony. They needed for him to pledge
to sell no more native American territory to settlers out of the Rhode Island group, even if those white people
were to offer his people a better deal.
Did he not understand who his real friends were? However, while being held under guard in Duxbury,
Allexander Wamsutta became seriously ill, so ill that the guards feared to be blamed for his death and released
him to hike home — and in his fever he didn’t make it all the way back.
Metacom, the second son of the Massasoit, the one who had been nicknamed “Phillip” by the whites, was at
that time 24 years of age, and suspected or professed to suspect that the whites had poisoned his brother, or
had caused his illness because of the overexertion of being force-marched at gunpoint, or at the very least had
sadly neglected his brother during his fever. That suspicion, well or poorly grounded, was going to cause one
hell of a lot of trouble.
Weetamoo, a Pocasset, had been the consort of Metacom’s older brother Wamsutta.
With his death, as his younger brother became Sachem, she became not merely a widow but the Squaw
Sachem.
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Inauthentic representation of Metacom
by Paul Revere, for whom an Indian was
an Indian was an Indian, at the Library
of Congress. Done in 1772.
“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1675
May 22 or 26: The Reverend William Blaxton, after leaving the Shawmut peninsula in 1634 in favor of Providence,
Rhode Island, had removed later to Cumberland, and removed later to Boston again. On this day he died (on
Broad Street in Cumberland a granite marker guesstimates the site of the grave). The Blaxton plantation in
Providence would soon after be destroyed during the war against headman Phillip.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

1676
March 26, Sunday: American attacks were staged on the English settlements at Longmeadow, Marlborough,
and Simsbury. Mendon and Wrentham were evacuated. Although the citizens of Marlborough had become war
refugees, it was decided that due to the strategic location a garrison of soldiers would need to maintain
themselves in a fortified house there.
“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
After the Plymouth force had staged its assault on the principal village of the Narragansett in the Great Swamp
near South Kingstown, Rhode Island, the surviving Narragansett –who had to this point been neutral– of
necessity had joined with the surviving Wampanoag. That Great Swamp Fight had taken the lives, by some
accounts, of some 300 braves and almost 400 women and children. During the following spring the merged
groups were seeking their vengeance. Captain Michael Peirce of Scituate led a detachment in pursuit of
Miantonomi’s son, the sachem Canonchet, at Quisnicket near Pawtucket, but within the original limits of
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Bristol County (this happened near what is now Lincoln Woods Park in Lincoln, Rhode Island). They had
marched to Taunton, and then along the Old Seacunke Road to Rehoboth (East Providence), and then had come
north along the east side of the Seekonk. On this day a war party led by chief sachem Canonchet successfully
ambushed and overwhelmed Captain Pierce’s company of approximately 63 or 65 Englishmen and 20 native
Cape Cod auxiliaries on the banks of the Blackstone River in present-day Central Falls somewhere near
Lonsdale, at a ford in the river in a heavily wooded area.4 Several of the native American guides from Cape
Cod were able to escape alive by various subterfuges. Actually, it seems the American natives lost more
warriors in this fight than the English. Supposedly, nine of the white warriors were captured and would be
conveyed to a spot in Cumberland that now goes under the name “Nine Men’s Misery,” and there killed.5

A messenger had been sent to Providence for aid, before the ambush, but had been, according to tradition,
too pious to interrupt a church service in progress when he arrived. After he had waited outside the church for
hours while the long service proceeded, his message was too late the relief force being able only to bury the
scalped bodies. (A few days later Canonchet would be captured and executed.)

4. It would appear that at least some of the white soldiers who were cut down fighting back-to-back in that “double-double ring”
were Quakers who had abandoned their Peace Testimony for the duration of the race war — because Benjamin Tompson would
memorialize them as such in his canto “New-Englands Tears For Her Present Miseries”:
Here Captious ones, without their Queries lie,
The Quaker here, the Presbyterian by.
The Scruple dormant lies of thee and thou,
And most as one to Deaths dominion bow.
Among the fallen fighters whom we imagine probably to have been armed Quakers were:
— Friend Stephen Wing, Jr. of Sandwich
— Friend Samuel Bourman or Bowerman of Barnstable
— Friend John Sprague of Duxbury

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

9

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

CUMBERLAND

RHODE ISLAND

1702
The petition of 1699 by, among others, former pirate Captain Thomas Paine, for an Anglican church in
Newport, Rhode Island, was successful, and Trinity Church was founded.6
The Reverend Cotton Mather had some choice remarks to put on the record about Rhode Island in his
MAGNALIA CHRISTI AMERICANA: OR, THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND, FROM ITS FIRST
PLANTING IN THE YEAR 1620, UNTO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 1698, published in this year in London.

REVEREND COTTON MATHER

1703
Cumberlandite iron ore from Iron Mine Hill in Cumberland was used, along with iron ore from the bogs of
Cranston, Rhode Island, to produce iron for cannon. (Iron cannons made of this bog ore are said to have been
used at the siege of Louisburg in 1745.)
1703. The Colony was divided into two counties - Providence
Plantations, and Rhode-Island.
PROVIDENCE

5. According to Sidney Rider the common accounts of the episode are based mainly on legend. For instance, the Cumberland
monument, which happens to be the first ever erected to American white fighters, states that these victims were the “pursued,” as
if they had been seeking to avoid this, when actually they were very much the pursuers and had been out looking for a fight. The
location now identified by this name on the grounds of the Edward J. Hayden library on Diamond Hill Road is highly questionable
as having any relation to the events as they actually happened. Bicknell reports that the skulls of the nine victims were found in the
1960s in the basement of the Rhode Island Historical Society on Brook Street in Providence, where they had been stored after being
recovered in an 1800s antiquarian dig.
Among the skulls, that of Benjamin Buckland of Rehoboth was easy to identify, because he (like headman Taoyateduta in
Minnesota in a subsequent race war) had a double set of teeth.
6. Episcopal worship had begun in Rhode Island in 1635 with the arrival in what is now Cumberland of the Reverend William
Blaxton (or Blackstone), an Anglican priest. He had preached regularly to native Americans and to white settlers beneath the
“Catholic Oak” in Lonsdale but had created no church edifices. He had simply ridden his white bull from settlement to settlement,
preaching and administering the sacraments. This first edifice, in Newport, would be followed in 1707 by St. Paul’s of Narragansett,
in 1720 by St. Michael’s of Bristol, and in 1722 by King’s Church, which is now St. John’s Cathedral, in Providence. The American
Revolution would bring hard times to the four Rhode Island parishes of the Church of England. In Wickford and Providence, when
the congregations would seek to remove prayers for the king and royal family from their services, Rector Samuel Fayerweather and
the Reverend John Graves would deconsecrate the church buildings. The Wickford church building would become a barracks for
Continental soldiers who were watching the British in occupied Newport. In 1778, British warships would bombard and burn St.
Michael’s in Bristol by mistake, because they had been informed that the town’s Congregational Church was being used as a store
for gunpowder. After the Revolution, with the Loyalists departed, Trinity Church in Newport would be occupied for awhile by a
Baptist congregation. On November 18, 1790, the Reverend William Smith of Trinity Church in Newport and the Reverend Moses
Badger of St. John’s in Providence would meet in Newport to unite their various churches under the Reverend Samuel Seabury,
D.D., Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut.
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1741
July 6, Thursday: Jeremiah Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island, the son of Jeremiah Wilkinson:
In the northern portion of the present town [of Cumberland],
adjoining Woonsocket, the Ballous settled, and to the south of
them a family by the name of Cook. Around Diamond Hill, the
Whipples first settled, and their descendants are found in this
vicinity at the present time. To the south of them the Razees,
while to the east, the Tingleys made a settlement. The Metcalfs
took up a tract of land lying south of the village of East
Cumberland. The Wilkinsons and the Pecks took up a section and
made permanent settlements. There are many farms in the town today, that are still held in the name of the first settlers.
Perhaps no name has become more distinguished in the history of
the town, and even in the State, than that of Wilkinson. Jeremiah
Wilkinson was born July 6, 1741, and early developed a great
inventive genius. He was not only a worker in iron and steel,
but gold and silver as well. He made the first silver spoons
used in this vicinity, and several of them are now in possession
of some members of the family. At an early age he made handcards, and invented a machine for bending the wire and cutting
it at the same time. He not only made cards for carding cotton
and wool, but for carding horses and cattle. He afterwards
invented a machine for punching holes in the leather, into which
the wires were fastened. He often found it difficult to procure
the wire, and he set himself about the construction of a machine
for drawing it. In this he was successful, and it is said that
this was the first attempt of the kind ever made in America. His
invention of cold-cut nails is world-wide; and one of the
original machines is now in possession of Mr. Albert O. Razee,
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at Diamond Hill.

In April, 1776, he made tacks, with a machine of his own
invention. Several pieces of furniture and machines made by him
are still in existence. Among those is a tool-chest, of
remarkable artistic design. He made molasses from corn-stalks.
He invented a machine to grind the stalks, and the pomace was
pressed in a common cider-mill. He made needles and pins, and
sold darning needles, during the Revolution, for one dollar
each. This man was indeed possessed of a remarkable genius, and
the inventions he wrought will preserve his fame and memory
forever bright in the annals of his country’s history.
WILKINSON FAMILY

12

Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

CUMBERLAND

RHODE ISLAND

1743
September 24, Tuesday: Simon Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island:
Simon Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Sept. 24, 1743, and died
July 9, 1819. He was a great mathematician, and was conversant
with the science of astronomy. He could repeat the names of the
principal stars, and explain many of the principles of that
intricate science to his less educated neighbors, who regarded
him with admiration. He was a surveyor, and was frequently
called upon to settle disputes growing out of the settlement of
boundaries, &c. He filled the position of justice of the peace
for many years, and was considered authority upon all questions
of law, and died bearing the enviable appellation of the “Peace
Maker.”
WILKINSON FAMILY

1746
During this year and the next, an agreement between Rhode Island and Massachusetts would result in Rhode
Island and Providence Plantation’s annexation of Cumberland and several East Bay towns such as Tiverton,
Little Compton, Warren (which then included Barrington), and the international slave trade port of Bristol.

1752
November 29, Wednesday: Woonsocket or Quinsnicket was the Smithfield Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends’s upper meetinghouse and Saylesville its lower meetinghouse. Its area, in the Revolutionary period,
encompassed not only Providence, Rhode Island, which did not yet have its own meetinghouse, but all of
central Massachusetts. Friend Jeremiah Wilkinson’s farm was across the Blackstone River from the
Woonsocket upper meetinghouse in Cumberland, on a rise known as Cherry Hill north of Camp Swamp and
south of Hunting Hill, about four miles from the Saylesville lower meetinghouse. On this day a baby girl was
born, a “birthright” Friend named after one of Job’s daughters, Jemimah. She was probably the 8th surviving
child of Friend Elizabeth Amey Whipple Wilkinson:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1739 William Wilkinson
1740 Patience Wilkinson
1740 Amy Wilkinson
1741 Jeremiah Wilkinson
1743 Simon Wilkinson
1745 Benjamin Wilkinson
1750 Marcy Wilkinson
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1752 Jemimah Wilkinson
1755 Stephen Wilkinson
1757 Jeptha Wilkinson
1760 Elizabeth Wilkinson
1764 Deborah Wilkinson

At any rate, Friend Jemimah Wilkinson would be part of a farm family of eight sons and four daughters, and
would be about 12 or 13 years of age at the death of her mother.7
WILKINSON FAMILY

1765
Amey Elizabeth Whipple Wilkinson, the mother of the Wilkinson family of Cumberland, Rhode Island, died.
Refer to MEMOIRS OF THE WILKINSON FAMILY IN AMERICA.
WILKINSON FAMILY

7. The HISTORY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, no author cited, issued by Albert J. Wright, Printer, Boston
and Philadelphia, in 1878, gives the date of birth not as the 29th of November but the 19th. Another branch of the Quaker Wilkinson
family in Rhode Island, headed by Oziel Wilkinson, presumably related to the ironworking Wilkinsons of Birmingham, England,
moved to Pawtucket and became involved with Friend Moses Brown and with Samuel Slater in the creation of the 1st water-driven
cotton-yarn mill in America, and thus had nothing to do with the disownment of Friend Jeremiah Wilkinson’s daughter Jemimah
Wilkinson and those associated with her (although that family would get into trouble with the Quakers as well, when one of its
daughters, Hannah, got married with Samuel Slater, a non-Friend). Oziel Wilkinson and Company would in 1794 begin a metalworking mill near the Pawtucket Falls and in 1810 would erect a 3 1/2-story mill made of rubblestone for the manufacture of cotton
yarns. His son David Wilkinson, in the machine shop on the ground floor, would invent cotton-working machinery. In 1816, the
ironmaster David Wilkinson and his nephew Samuel Greene would manufacture the “Scotch” loom designed by William Gilmore,
Rhode Island’s first marketable power loom.
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1768
In this year Friend John Woolman wrote CONSIDERATIONS ON PURE WISDOM AND HUMAN POLICY.

No image of Friend John ever was made
This was not, however, the sort of reading material being favored by the now-motherless 16-year-old Friend
Jemimah Wilkinson in Cumberland, Rhode Island. She was, instead, making a study of the religiopornographic titillations of the Reverend George Whitefield.
–She had embarked on her personal road to self-entitlement and to perdition.
WILKINSON FAMILY

1763-1769
Religious Conversation with a Company met to see the Tricks of a Juggler — Account of
John Smith’s Advice and of the [tree] — Proceedings of a Committee at the Yearly Meeting in
1764 — Contemplations on the Nature of True Wisdom — Visit to the Families of Friends at
Mount Holly, Mansfield, and Burlington, and to the Meetings on the Sea-Coast from Cape May
towards Squan — Some Account of Joseph Nichols and his Followers — On the different
State of the First Settlers in Pennsylvania who depended on their own Labour, compared with
those of the Southern Provinces who kept Negroes — Visit to the Northern Parts of New
Jersey and the Western Parts of Maryland and Pennsylvania; also to the Families of Friends
at Mount Holly and several parts of Maryland — Further Considerations on keeping Slaves,
and his Concern for having been a Party to the Sale of One — Thoughts on Friends
exercising Offices in Civil Government.
Friend John Woolman: THE latter part of the summer, 1763, there
came a man to Mount Holly who had previously published a printed
advertisement that at a certain public-house he would show many
wonderful operations, which were therein enumerated. At the
appointed time he did, by sleight of hand, perform sundry things
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which appeared strange to the spectators. Understanding that the
show was to be repeated the next night, and that the people were
to meet about sunset, I felt an exercise on that account. So I
went to the public-house in the evening, and told the man of the
house that I had an inclination to spend a part of the evening
there; with which he signified that he was content. Then,
sitting down by the door, I spoke to the people in the fear of
the Lord, as they came together, concerning this show, and
laboured to convince them that their thus assembling to see
these sleight-of-hand tricks, and bestowing their money to
support men who, in that capacity, were of no use to the world,
was contrary to the nature of the Christian religion. One of the
company endeavoured to show by arguments the reasonableness of
their proceedings herein; but after considering some texts of
Scripture and calmly debating the matter he gave up the point.
After spending about an hour among them, and feeling my mind
easy, I departed.
Twenty-fifth of Ninth Month, 1764. — At our Yearly Meeting at
Philadelphia this day, John Smith, of Marlborough, aged upwards
of eighty years, a faithful minister, though not eloquent, stood
up in our meeting of ministers and elders, and appearing to be
under a great exercise of spirit, informed Friends in substance
as follows: “That he had been a member of our Society upwards
of sixty years, and he well remembered that, in those early
times, Friends were a plain, lowly-minded people, and that there
was much tenderness and contrition in their meetings. That, at
twenty years from that time, the Society increasing in wealth
and in some degree conforming to the fashions of the world, true
humility was less apparent, and their meetings in general were
not so lively and edifying. That at the end of forty years many
of them were grown very rich, and many of the Society made a
specious appearance in the world; that wearing fine costly
garments, and using silver and other watches, became customary
with them, their sons, and their daughters.
“These marks of outward wealth and greatness appeared on some
in our meetings of ministers and elders; and, as such things
became more prevalent, so the powerful overshadowings of the
Holy Ghost were less manifest in the Society. That there had
been a continued increase of such ways of life, even until the
present time; and that the weakness which hath now overspread
the Society and the barrenness manifest among us is matter of
much sorrow.” He then mentioned the uncertainty of his attending
these meetings in future, expecting his dissolution was near;
and, having tenderly expressed his concern for us, signified
that he had seen in the true light that the Lord would bring
back His people from these things, into which they were thus
degenerated, but that His faithful servants must go through
great and heavy exercises.
Twentieth of Ninth Month. — The committee appointed by the
Yearly Meeting to visit the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings gave
an account in writing of their proceedings in that service. They
signified that, in the course of the visit, they had been
apprehensive that some persons holding offices in government
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inconsistent with our principles, and others who kept slaves,
remaining active members in our meetings for discipline, had
been one means of weakness prevailing in some places. After this
report was read, an exercise revived in my mind which had
attended me for several years, and inward cries to the Lord were
raised in me that the fear of man might not prevent me from doing
what He required of me, and, standing up, I spoke in substance
as follows:
“I have felt a tenderness in my mind towards persons in two
circumstances mentioned in that report; namely, towards such
active members as keep slaves and such as hold offices in civil
government; and I have desired that Friends, in all their
conduct, may be kindly affectioned one towards another. Many
Friends who keep slaves are under some exercise on that account;
and at times think about trying them with freedom, but find many
things in their way. The way of living and the annual expenses
of some of them are such that it seems impracticable for them
to set their slaves free without changing their own way of life.
It has been my lot to be often abroad; and I have observed in
some places, at Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, and at some
houses where travelling Friends and their horses are often
entertained, that the yearly expense of individuals therein is
very considerable. And Friends in some places crowding much on
persons in these circumstances for entertainment hath rested as
a burden on my mind for some years past. I now express it in the
fear of the Lord, greatly desiring that Friends here present may
duly consider it.”
In the fall of this year, having hired a man to work, I perceived
in conversation with him that he had been a soldier in the late
war on this continent; and he informed me in the evening, in a
narrative of his captivity among the Indians, that he saw two
of his fellow-captives tortured to death in a very cruel manner.
This relation affected me with sadness, under which I went to
bed; and the next morning, soon after I awoke, a fresh and living
sense of divine love overspread my mind, in which I had a renewed
prospect of the nature of that wisdom from above which leads to
a right use of all gifts, both spiritual and temporal, and gives
content therein. Under a feeling thereof, I wrote as follows: —
“Hath He who gave me a being attended with many wants
unknown to brute creatures given me a capacity superior
to theirs, and shown me that a moderate application to
business is suitable to my present condition; and that
this, attended with His blessing, may supply all my
outward wants while they remain within the bounds He
hath fixed, and while no imaginary wants proceeding from
an evil spirit have any place in me? Attend then, O my
soul! to this pure wisdom as thy sure conductor through
the manifold dangers of this world.
“Doth pride lead to vanity? Doth vanity form imaginary
wants? Do these wants prompt men to exert their power
in requiring more from others than they would be willing
to perform themselves, were the same required of them?
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Do these proceedings beget hard thoughts? Do hard
thoughts, when ripe, become malice? Does malice, when
ripe, become revengeful, and in the end inflict terrible
pains on our fellow-creatures and spread desolations in
the world?
“Do mankind, walking in uprightness, delight in each
other’s happiness? And do those who are capable of this
attainment, by giving way to an evil spirit, employ
their skill and strength to inflict and destroy one
another? Remember then, O my soul, the quietude of those
in whom Christ governs, and in all thy proceedings feel
after it.
“Doth He condescend to bless thee with His presence? To
move and influence thee to action? To dwell and to walk
in thee? Remember then thy station as being sacred to
God. Accept of the strength freely offered to thee, and
take heed that no weakness in conforming to unwise,
expensive, and hard-hearted customs, gendering to
discord and strife, be given way to. Doth He claim my
body as His temple, and graciously require that I may
be sacred to Him? Oh that I may prize this favour, and
that my whole life may be conformable to this character!
Remember, O my soul! that the Prince of Peace is thy
Lord; that He communicates His unmixed wisdom to His
family, that they, living in perfect simplicity, may
give no just cause of offence to any creature, but that
they may walk as He walked!”
Having felt an openness in my heart towards visiting families
in our own meeting, and especially in the town of Mount Holly,
the place of my abode, I mentioned it at our Monthly Meeting in
the fore part of the winter of 1764, which being agreed to, and
several Friends of our meeting being united in the exercise, we
proceeded therein; and through divine favour we were helped in
the work, so that it appeared to me as a fresh reviving of godly
care among Friends. The latter part of the same winter I joined
my friend William Jones in a visit to Friends’ families in
Mansfield, in which labour I had cause to admire the goodness
of the Lord toward us.
My mind being drawn towards Friends along the seacoast from Cape
May to near Squan, and also to visit some people in those parts,
among whom there is no settled worship, I joined with my beloved
friend Benjamin Jones in a visit to them, having Friends’ unity
therein. We set off the 24th of Tenth Month, 1765, and had a
prosperous and very satisfactory journey, feeling at times,
through the goodness of the Heavenly Shepherd, the gospel to
flow freely towards a poor people scattered in these places.
Soon after our return I joined my friends John Sleeper and
Elizabeth Smith in a visit to Friends’ families at Burlington,
there being at this time about fifty families of our Society in
that city; and we had cause humbly to adore our Heavenly Father,
who baptized us into a feeling of the state of the people, and
strengthened us to labour in true gospel love among them.

18

Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

CUMBERLAND

RHODE ISLAND

Having had a concern at times for several years to pay a
religious visit to Friends on the eastern shore of Maryland, and
to travel on foot among them, that by so travelling I might have
a more lively feeling of the condition of the oppressed slaves,
set an example of lowliness before the eyes of their masters,
and be more out of the way of temptation to unprofitable
converse; and the time drawing near in which I believed it my
duty to lay my concern before our Monthly Meeting, I perceived,
in conversation with my beloved friend John Sleeper, that he
also was under similar concern to travel on foot in the form of
a servant among them, as he expressed it. This he told me before
he knew aught of my exercise. Being thus drawn the same way, we
laid our exercise and the nature of it before Friends; and,
obtaining certificates, we set off the 6th of Fifth Month, 1766,
and were at meetings with Friends at Wilmington, Duck Creek,
Little Creek, and Motherkill. My heart was often tendered under
the divine influence, and enlarged in love towards the people
among whom we travelled.
From Motherkill we crossed the country about thirty-five miles
to Tuckahoe, in Maryland, and had a meeting there, and also at
Marshy Creek. At the last three meetings there were a
considerable number of the followers of one Joseph Nichols, a
preacher, who, I understand, is not in outward fellowship with
any religious society, but professeth nearly the same principles
as those of our Society, and often travels up and down,
appointing meetings which many people attend. I heard of some
who had been irreligious people that were now his followers, and
were
become
sober,
well-behaved
men
and
women.
Some
irregularities, I hear, have been among the people at several
of his meetings; but from what I have perceived I believe the
man and some of his followers are honestly disposed, but that
skilful fathers are wanting among them.
We then went to Choptank and Third Haven, and thence to Queen
Anne’s. The weather for some days past having been hot and dry,
and we having travelled pretty steadily and having hard labour
in meetings, I grew weakly, at which I was for a time
discouraged; but looking over our journey and considering how
the Lord had supported our minds and bodies, so that we had gone
forward much faster than I expected before we came out, I saw
that I had been in danger of too strongly desiring to get quickly
through the journey, and that the bodily weakness now attending
me was a kindness; and then in contrition of spirit, I became
very thankful to my gracious Father for this manifestation of
His love, and in humble submission to His will my trust in Him
was renewed.
In this part of our journey I had many thoughts on the different
circumstances of Friends who inhabit Pennsylvania and Jersey
from those who dwell in Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina.
Pennsylvania and New Jersey were settled by Friends who were
convinced of our principles in England in times of suffering;
these, coming over, bought lands of the natives, and applied to
husbandry in a peaceable way, and many of their children were
taught to labour for their living. Few of these, I believe,
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settled in any of the southern provinces; but by the faithful
labours of travelling Friends in early times there was
considerable convincement among the inhabitants of these parts.
I also remembered having read of the warlike disposition of many
of the first settlers in those provinces, and of their numerous
engagements with the natives in which much blood was shed even
in the infancy of the colonies. Some of the people inhabiting
those places, being grounded in customs contrary to the pure
truth, were affected with the powerful preaching of the Word of
Life and joined in fellowship with our Society, and in so doing
they had a great work to go through.
In the history of the reformation from Popery it is observable
that the progress was gradual from age to age. The uprightness
of the first reformers in attending to the light and
understanding given to them opened the way for sincere-hearted
people to proceed further afterwards; and thus each one truly
fearing God and labouring in the works of righteousness
appointed for him in his day findeth acceptance with Him.
Through the darkness of the times and the corruption of manners
and customs, some upright men may have had little more for their
day’s work than to attend to the righteous principle in their
minds as it related to their own conduct in life without pointing
out to others the whole extent of that into which the same
principle would lead succeeding ages. Thus, for instance, among
an imperious warlike people, supported by oppressed slaves, some
of these masters, I suppose, are awakened to feel and to see
their error, and through sincere repentance cease from
oppression and become like fathers to their servants, showing
by their example a pattern of humility in living, and moderation
in governing, for the instruction and admonition of their
oppressing neighbours; these, without carrying the reformation
further, have, I believe, found acceptance with the Lord. Such
was the beginning; and those who succeeded them, and who
faithfully attended to the nature and spirit of the reformation,
have seen the necessity of proceeding forward, and have not only
to instruct others by their own example in governing well, but
have also to use means to prevent their successors from having
so much power to oppress others.
Here I was renewedly confirmed in my mind that the Lord (whose
tender mercies are over all His works, and whose ear is open to
the cries and groans of the oppressed) is graciously moving in
the hearts of people to draw them off from the desire of wealth
and to bring them into such an humble lowly way of living that
they may see their way clearly to repair to the standard of true
righteousness, and may not only break the yoke of oppression,
but may know Him to be their strength and support in times of
outward affliction.
We crossed Chester River, had a meeting there, and also at Cecil
and Sassafras. My bodily weakness, joined with a heavy exercise
of mind, was to me an humbling dispensation, and I had a very
lively feeling of the state of the oppressed; yet I often thought
that what I suffered was little compared with the sufferings of
the blessed Jesus and many of His faithful followers; and I may
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say with thankfulness that I was made content. From Sassafras
we went pretty directly home, where we found our families well.
For several weeks after our return I had often to look over our
journey; and though to me it appeared as a small service, and
that some faithful messengers will yet have more bitter cups to
drink in those southern provinces for Christ’s sake than we have
had, yet I found peace in that I had been helped to walk in
sincerity according to the understanding and strength given to
me.
Thirteenth of Eleventh Month. — With the unity of Friends at our
monthly meeting, and in company with my beloved friend Benjamin
Jones, I set out on a visit to Friends in the upper part of this
province, having had drawings of love in my heart that way for
a considerable time. We travelled as far as Hardwick, and I had
inward peace in my labours of love among them. Through the
humbling dispensations of divine Providence my mind hath been
further brought into a feeling of the difficulties of Friends
and their servants southwestward; and being often engaged in
spirit on their account, I believed it my duty to walk into some
parts of the western shore of Maryland on a religious visit.
Having obtained a certificate from Friends of our Monthly
Meeting, I took leave of my family under the heart-tendering
operation of truth, and on the 20th of Fourth Month, 1767, rode
to the ferry opposite to Philadelphia, and thence walked to
William Horne’s, at Derby, the same evening. Next day I pursued
my journey alone and reached Concord Week-Day Meeting.
Discouragements and a weight of distress had at times attended
me in this lonesome walk, but through these afflictions I was
mercifully preserved. Sitting down with Friends, my mind was
turned towards the Lord to wait for his holy leadings; and in
infinite love He was pleased to soften my heart into humble
contrition, and renewedly to strengthen me to go forward, so
that to me it was a time of heavenly refreshment in a silent
meeting. The next day I came to New Garden Week-Day Meeting, in
which I sat in bowedness of spirit, and being baptized into a
feeling of the state of some present, the Lord gave us a hearttendering season; to His name be the praise. Passing on, I was
at Nottingham Monthly Meeting, and at a meeting at Little
Britain on First-Day; in the afternoon several Friends came to
the house where I lodged and we had a little afternoon meeting,
and through the humbling power of truth I had to admire the
loving-kindness of the Lord manifested to us.
Twenty-sixth of Fourth Month. — I crossed the Susquehanna, and
coming among people in outward ease and greatness, supported
chiefly on the labour of slaves, my heart was much affected, and
in awful retiredness my mind was gathered inward to the Lord,
humbly desiring that in true resignation I might receive
instruction from him respecting my duty among this people.
Though travelling on foot was wearisome to my body, yet it was
agreeable to the state of my mind. Being weakly, I was covered
with sorrow and heaviness on account of the prevailing spirit
of this world by which customs grievous and oppressive are
introduced on the one hand, and pride and wantonness on the
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other.
In this lonely walk and state of abasement and humiliation, the
condition of the Church in these parts was opened before me, and
I may truly say with the Prophet, “I was bowed down with the
hearing of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it.” Under this
exercise I attended the Quarterly Meeting at Gunpowder, and in
bowedness of spirit I had to express with much plainness my
feelings respecting Friends living in fulness on the labours of
the poor oppressed negroes; and that promise of the Most High
was now revived, “I will gather all nations and tongues, and
they shall come and see My glory.” Here the sufferings of Christ
and His tasting death for every man, and the travels,
sufferings, and martyrdom of the Apostles and primitive
Christians in labouring for the conversion of the Gentiles, were
livingly revived in me, and according to the measure of strength
afforded I laboured in some tenderness of spirit, being deeply
affected among them. The difference between the present
treatment which these Gentiles, the negroes, receive at our
hands, and the labours of the primitive Christians for the
conversion of the Gentiles, were pressed home, and the power of
truth came over us, under a feeling of which my mind was united
to a tender-hearted people in these parts. The meeting concluded
in a sense of God’s goodness towards His humble, dependent
children.
The next day was a general meeting for worship, much crowded,
in which I was deeply engaged in inward cries to the Lord for
help, that I might stand wholly resigned, and move only as He
might be pleased to lead me. I was mercifully helped to labour
honestly and fervently among them, in which I found inward
peace, and the sincere were comforted. From this place I turned
towards Pipe Creek and the Red Lands, and had several meetings
among Friends in those parts. My heart was often tenderly
affected under a sense of the Lord’s goodness in sanctifying my
troubles and exercises, turning them to my comfort, and I
believe to the benefit of many others, for I may say with
thankfulness that in this visit it appeared like a tendering
visitation in most places.
I passed on to the Western Quarterly Meeting in Pennsylvania.
During the several days of this meeting I was mercifully
preserved in an inward feeling after the mind of truth, and my
public labours tended to my humiliation, with which I was
content. After the Quarterly Meeting for worship ended, I felt
drawings to go to the women’s meeting for business, which was
very full; here the humility of Jesus Christ as a pattern for
us to walk by was livingly opened before me, and in treating on
it my heart was enlarged, and it was a baptizing time. I was
afterwards at meetings at Concord, Middletown, Providence, and
Haddonfield, whence I returned home and found my family well. A
sense of the Lord’s merciful preservation in this my journey
excites reverent thankfulness to Him.
Second of Ninth Month, 1767. — With the unity of Friends, I set
off on a visit to Friends in the upper part of Berks and
Philadelphia counties; was at eleven meetings in about two
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weeks, and have renewed cause to bow in reverence before the
Lord, who, by the powerful extendings of His humbling goodness,
opened my way among Friends, and I trust made the meetings
profitable to us. The following winter I joined some Friends in
a family visit to some part of our meeting, in which exercise
the pure influence of divine love made our visits reviving.
Fifth of Fifth Month, 1768. — I left home under the humbling
hand of the Lord, with a certificate to visit some meetings in
Maryland, and to proceed without a horse seemed clearest to me.
I was at the Quarterly Meetings at Philadelphia and Concord,
whence I proceeded to Chester River, and, crossing the bay, was
at the Yearly Meeting at West River; I then returned to Chester
River, and, taking a few meetings in my way, proceeded home. It
was a journey of much inward waiting, and as my eye was to the
Lord, way was several times opened to my humbling admiration
when things appeared very difficult. On my return I felt a very
comfortable relief of mind, having through divine help laboured
in much plainness, both with Friends selected and in the more
public meetings, so that I trust the pure witness in many minds
was reached.
Eleventh of Sixth Month, 1769. — There have been sundry cases
of late years within the limits of our Monthly Meeting,
respecting the exercising of pure righteousness towards the
negroes, in which I have lived under a labour of heart that
equity might be steadily preserved. On this account I have had
some close exercises among Friends, in which, I may thankfully
say, I find peace. And as my meditations have been on universal
love, my own conduct in time past became of late very grievous
to me. As persons setting negroes free in our province are bound
by law to maintain them in case they have need of relief, some
in the time of my youth who scrupled to keep slaves for term of
life were wont to detain their young negroes in their service
without wages till they were thirty years of age. With this
custom I so far agreed that being joined with another Friend in
executing the will of a deceased Friend, I once sold a negro lad
till he might attain the age of thirty years, and applied the
money to the use of the estate.
With abasement of heart, I may now say that sometimes, as I have
sat in a meeting with my heart exercised towards that awful Being
who respecteth not persons nor colours, and have thought upon
this lad, I have felt that all was not clear in my mind
respecting him; and as I have attended to this exercise and
fervently sought the Lord, it hath appeared to me that I should
make some restitution; but in what way I saw not till lately,
when being under some concern that I might be resigned to go on
a visit to some part of the West Indies, and under close
engagement of spirit seeking to the Lord for counsel herein, the
aforesaid transaction came heavily upon me, and my mind for a
time was covered with darkness and sorrow. Under this sore
affliction my heart was softened to receive instruction, and I
now first perceived that, as I had been one of the two executors
who had sold this lad for nine years longer than is common for
our own children to serve, so I should now offer part of my
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substance to redeem the last half of the nine years; but as the
time was not yet come, I executed a bond, binding myself and my
executors to pay to the man to whom he was sold, what to candid
men might appear equitable for the last four and a half years
of his time, in case the said youth should be living, and in a
condition likely to provide comfortably for himself.
Ninth of Tenth Month. — My heart hath often been deeply afflicted
under a feeling that the standard of pure righteousness is not
lifted up to the people by us, as a Society, in that clearness
which it might have been, had we been as faithful as we ought
to be to the teachings of Christ. And as my mind hath been inward
to the Lord, the purity of Christ’s government hath been made
clear to my understanding, and I have believed, in the opening
of universal love, that where a people who are convinced of the
truth of the inward teachings of Christ, are active in putting
laws in execution which are not consistent with pure wisdom, it
hath a necessary tendency to bring dimness over their minds. My
heart having been thus exercised for several years with a tender
sympathy towards my fellow-members, I have within a few months
past expressed my concern on this subject in several meetings
for discipline.
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1770
In the previous year the South Kingstown, Rhode Island monthly meeting had taken the issue of abolitionism
in New England to the New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, which had appointed
a committee to study the matter and report back in the following year. At this year’s meeting, the committee
recommended that all New England Quakers manumit all slaves owned by them, excepting only the very old
and the very young. The Yearly Meeting embraced this recommendation.8
Up in the northern reaches of the Rhode Island colony, in Cumberland, motherless Friend Jemimah Wilkinson,
age 18, was very happy that this was happening. She was decidedly opposed to human slavery. However,
apparently without as much parental guidance as she needed, she was also being caught up emotionally in the
religious re-awakening that was following the visits of the Reverend George Whitefield to New England. She
would be becoming involved with the New Light Baptists of Ledyard, Connecticut, known also as
“Rogerenes.” Her attendance at such meetings would lead in August 1776 to her being disowned by her
Quaker meeting, the Smithfield, Rhode Island monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends — and
then she would in effect transform herself into a New-Age “channeler” for a spirit from the Other World, and
create her own religious climate centered around her own person and her own personal whims.9

8. For the benefit of non-Quakers, I need to point out what this means. It means that there was not one single Friend who was so
troubled by this as to stand in its way!
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1776
February: At the women’s meeting for business of the Religious Society of Friends at Smithfield, Rhode Island,
“Lower house Preparative Meeting [Saylesville] informing that Patience Wilkinson hath had an illegitimate
child10 and also that Jemimah Wilkinson but seldom attends Friends Meetings nor makes use of the plain
Scripture Language, This Meeting appoints Lydia Wilkinson and Mary Olney to Labor with them for said
offenses and Report to this meeting in the 4th month next.”11
QUAKER DISOWNMENT

9. Examples of this sort of religious misconduct have always abounded. There has been, for instance, in our own time, “Judge” J.F.
Rutherford of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society who channeled bigtime by receiving the concealed true meanings of Scripture
direct from God as the occasion arose, and there has been the bestselling Jane Roberts, a housewife from upstate New York who
was channeling “Seth,” and there has been the touring-circuit phenomenon J.Z. Knight who was channeling a Cro-Magnon warrior
who identified himself as “Ramtha,” and of course, there has been the indefatigable and terminally enthusiastic Shirley MacLaine.
The spiritual entities channeled have been variously assigned inventive names such as Ashtar, Aurora, Bashar, Emmanuel, Jesus,
K17, Kuthumi, Lazarus, Lily, Mafu, Mary, Mentor, Merlin, Monka, Phebious, Ra, Ramtha, St. Germaine, Zolar, Zoosh — and in
this indicated early instance in a Quaker or Baptist context, “Divine Spirit.” (You know the old one about how many legs a dog has,
if you call its tail a leg, the answer being four and the reason being that calling a tale a leg doesn’t make it a leg? Well, in this context,
calling self-privileging by the name “Divine Spirit,” in very much the same manner, doesn’t evade the sin of self-privileging.)
10. Eventually Patience Wilkinson would marry, in upstate New York, with a son of Judge William Potter of South Kingstown,
Rhode Island.
11. We may presume that this Friend Lydia Wilkinson would have been a close older relative who might succeed in placing herself
in loco parentis for these motherless teenage girls.
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March: At the men’s meeting for business of the Religious Society of Friends at Smithfield, Rhode Island, “Smithfield
Lower House Preparative Mtg. [Saylesville] informing that Stephen and Jeptha Wilkinson, sons of Jeremiah,
have attended Training for Military Exercise — and but seldom attended friends meetings — Wherefore this
meeting appoints Benja. Arnold, Wm. Buffum & Thomas Lapham Jr. to labor with them for said
Transgressions — and report to next Assembly.”
QUAKER DISOWNMENT
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
This is the cast-iron stove that we had installed in the Saylesville meetinghouse for use during the winters,
at about this point in time or perhaps a few years earlier:

April: At the women’s meeting for business of the Religious Society of Friends at Smithfield, Rhode Island, “Lydia
Wilkinson & Mary Olney are to visit Patience & Jemimah Wilkinson (Daughters of Jeremiah) make report
they have performed their visit which was not to satisfaction. The same committee continued to further Labour
with them for said offenses and Report to this meeting in the Eighth month next.”
QUAKER DISOWNMENT
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A call for American independence from Britain, the Virginia Declaration of Rights was drafted by George
Mason (1725-1792) and amended by Thomas Ludwell Lee (circa 1730-1778) and by the Virginia Convention.
Mason wrote “That all men are born equally free and independant [sic], and have certain inherent natural
right, of which they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity; among which are the Enjoyment
of Life and Liberty, with the Means of acquiring and possessing Property, and pursueing [sic] and obtaining
Happiness and Safety.” Thomas Jefferson would draw from this document when a month later he worked over
an early draft of the Declaration of Independence. In 1789 it would be accessed not only by James Madison in
drawing up the Bill of Rights to the US Constitution but also by the Marquis de Lafayette in drafting the French
Declaration of the Rights of Man.

But that was in Virginia and applied to people who were safely pro-war. For people who were anti-war
there weren’t all that many rights available in America:
Pennsylvania
Quakers
…
experienced
significant
harassment for their pacifism and neutrality. Their
numbers
were
already
greatly
reduced
by
the
disciplinary renaissance of the 1750s, and they faced
a real schism from “Free Quakers,” who both supported
the Revolution and rejected pacifism. As a result
“orthodox” Friends found themselves hunted down in a
colony they had founded and long governed. In May 1776
a stone-throwing mob forced Philadelphia Friends to
observe a fast day that the Continental Congress had
proclaimed. A Berks County mob shackled and jailed
Moses Roberts, a Quaker minister, until he posted a
$10,000 bond guaranteeing his “good” behavior.
Philadelphia patriots also exiled seventeen Friends to
Virginia in 1776 for nearly two years so they would not
interfere with revolutionary activities. Patriots
celebrating the surrender of Cornwallis in October
1782 ransacked Quaker homes that had not displayed
victory candles.
Clearly, there were in Rhode Island a few Quaker men who were attempting to avoid persecution by the usual
coterie of Those-Who-Aren’t-With-Us-Are-Against-Us “patriots.” For, at the men’s meeting for business of
the Religious Society of Friends at Smithfield, “Two of the Committee to labour with Stephen & Jeptha
Wilkinson for attending Training etc. report that they have labored with them and they appear to have
frequented Trainings for Military service and endeavour to justify the same, and seldom attended friends
meetings, and gave but very little satisfaction for their said conduct. Therefore this Meeting puts them from
under their care, until they shall condemn said conduct to the Satisfaction of friends, which we desire they may
be enabled to do — Jona Arnold is desired to inform them of their denial, Right of appeal and report to next
monthly Mtg. to which time the drawing of a Testimony of their deniels [sic], in order to be published, is
referred. — L. Lapham, Clerk.”
QUAKER DISOWNMENT
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At the men’s meeting for business of the Religious Society of Friends at Smithfield, Rhode Island, “Jona.
Arnold & Jeptha Wilkinson’s Deniels [sic] which was read and referred to next monthly meeting for
Consideration.”
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
QUAKER DISOWNMENT

1777
January: A resident of the New York colony, John Cumming (this is not the Dr. John Cuming of Concord,
Massachusetts), went to the city of New-York to determine how best he might handle his delicate political
situation, his delicate political situation being that he was a Loyalist rather than a revolutionary. While in the
city he refused a commission in the British army.
People were trying to kill each other at the Assumpsick Bridge in Trenton, New Jersey.
At the women’s meeting for business of the Religious Society of Friends at the upper meetinghouse in
Smithfield, Rhode Island, “Benjamin Arnold informs this meeting that he hath read the denials of Jemimah
and Patience Wilkinson agreeable to appointment.”

JEMIMAH WILKINSON
QUAKER DISOWNMENT
Three more Quaker men of Worcester County, Massachusetts were imprisoned for adhering to the Peace
Testimony.
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

1788
October 8, Wednesday: James Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island:
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James Wilkinson was born Oct. 8, 1788, and died July 19, 1862.
He early developed an inventive turn of mind, and many of his
productions were executed with remarkable skill and have made
his name famous in New England history. Specimens of wire are
said to be now in existence at the wire-works at Winchester,
Mass., drawn by him, and are so fine that the orifice through
which the wire was drawn will scarcely admit the rays of light.
He was also an excellent mathematician and was exceedingly
skillful with the pen and pencil. As a designer he had few
equals, and many of his works were exceedingly curious, as is
evidenced from the minute trap he made, from steel, for catching
flies. It was so small that it could be covered with a common
writing-pen, and was quite successful in the accomplishment of
the purpose for which it was designed.

1791
April 23, Saturday: James Buchanan, who would be the US President from 1857 to 1861, was born.
Jeptha Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island:
He also was a man of extraordinary inventive genius, and his
name is embalmed in the history of the celebrated reed-machine.
He received for his patent in the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
$17,777 in gold. He was mobbed in England by those whose
occupation was materially affected by the introduction of his
invention. The Colt revolver is said to be this man’s invention,
and that Mr. Colt obtained the patterns from a French officer,
to whom Mr. Wilkinson had intrusted them for his own personal
inspection. Mr. Colt, it is claimed, made a copy of these models
and got them patented upon his return to America. However the
case may be, Mr. Colt has at least reaped the greatest pecuniary
benefit, and has the honor of the invention, although he himself
lays no claim to being the original inventor of this celebrated
instrument.
After
years
of
severe
labor,
and
many
disappointments, Mr. Wilkinson brought out his great invention,
and one that stamps his name among the world’s illustrious
benefactors. The rotary cylindrical printing-press was the
offspring of his genius, and although patented and claimed by
other men, the honor belongs to Mr. Wilkinson, and justly merits
the recognition its importance demands.
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1803
April 23, Saturday: Adin Ballou was born to Ariel and Edilda Ballou on a farm in Cumberland on the border
between Rhode Island and Massachusetts, descendant in the 5th generation of one Maturin Ballou who had
come to America about 1640 and had involved himself in the founding of Providence (the family has even
preserved a scrap of paper that was a signed receipt given to them, for something, by the Reverend Roger
Williams). Ballou was instructed that his ancestor Maturin had been the descendant of a French family of
Huguenots that had been driven into exile in England by religious persecution.12

WIKIPEDIA’S LIST OF HUGUENOTS
12. Later in life he would be forced to the conclusion that this family tradition was probably inaccurate, but the main thing in such
influences is that an impressionable age he believed it and was thereby impressed with a putative tradition of suppression.
While the Reverend Adin Ballou was creating his communitarian movement in New England, of Christian non-resistance to evil,
and was lecturing on this topic before an audience including Henry Thoreau –an authentic descendant of persecuted Huguenots–
in January 1841
at the Concord Lyceum, he was believing himself to be the inheritor of this sort of religious tradition.
Those of us who interest ourselves in this sort of thing would be interested to learn whether Ballou recognized John Thoreau, Sr.,
upon his visit to Concord, to be specifically of Huguenot as well as of French extraction.
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1809
A new Quaker meetinghouse was erected in Cumberland, Rhode Island:
The Friends Meeting House [of Cumberland, Rhode Island]. This
house of worship was built in 1809, principally through the
liberality of Samuel Hill. It is a two-story building, about
thirty feet square. This is probably the largest society of
Friends in the State. This house is used by the society of
Friends regularly on their days of worship. The history of this
society commences with the settlement of this place in early
times, and the descendants of these early pioneers still [1878]
hold to this grand old faith. This house is located on the west
side of the Lanesville Road, about half a mile south of East
Cumberland village, upon the brow of a sharp hill, south of which
is a series of burial-grounds. An interesting feature in this
repository of the dead, is the fact that there are monuments
without an inscription, and are yet, even with the ground,
telling the simple story of loved ones at rest.

1818
November 2, Monday: Thomas Allen Jenckes was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island.

1819
July 1, Thursday: John Keats wrote from Shanklin on the Isle of Wight to Fanny Brawne:
My dearest Lady — I am glad I had not an opportunity of sending
off a Letter which I wrote for you on Tuesday night — ’twas too
much like one out of Rousseau’s Heloise. I am more reasonable
this morning. The morning is the only proper time for me to write
to a beautiful Girl whom I love so much: for at night, when the
lonely day has closed, and the lonely, silent, unmusical Chamber
is waiting to receive me as into a Sepulchre, then believe me
my passion gets entirely the sway, then I would not have you see
those Rhapsodies which I once thought it impossible I should
ever give way to, and which I have often laughed at in another,
for fear you should [think me] either too unhappy or perhaps a
little mad.
I am now at a very pleasant Cottage window, looking onto a
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beautiful hilly country, with a glimpse of the sea; the morning
is very fine. I do not know how elastic my spirit might be, what
pleasure I might have in living here and breathing and wandering
as free as a stag about this beautiful Coast if the remembrance
of you did not weigh so upon me I have never known any unalloy’d
Happiness for many days together: the death or sickness of some
one has always spoilt my hours — and now when none such troubles
oppress me, it is you must confess very hard that another sort
of pain should haunt me.
Ask yourself my love whether you are not very cruel to have so
entrammelled me, so destroyed my freedom. Will you confess this
in the Letter you must write immediately, and do all you can to
console me in it — make it rich as a draught of poppies to
intoxicate me — write the softest words and kiss them that I may
at least touch my lips where yours have been. For myself I know
not how to express my devotion to so fair a form: I want a
brighter word than bright, a fairer word than fair. I almost
wish we were butterflies and liv’d but three summer days — three
such days with you I could fill with more delight than fifty
common years could ever contain. But however selfish I may feel,
I am sure I could never act selfishly: as I told you a day or
two before I left Hampstead, I will never return to London if
my Fate does not turn up Pam or at least a Court-card. Though I
could centre my Happiness in you, I cannot expect to engross
your heart so entirely — indeed if I thought you felt as much
for me as I do for you at this moment I do not think I could
restrain myself from seeing you again tomorrow for the delight
of one embrace.
But no — I must live upon hope and Chance. In case of the worst
that can happen, I shall still love you — but what hatred shall
I have for another!
Some lines I read the other day are continually ringing a peal
in my ears:
To see those eyes I prize above mine own
Dart favors on another—
And those sweet lips (yielding immortal nectar)
Be gently press’d by any but myself—
Think, think Francesca, what a cursed thing
It were beyond expression!
J.
Do write immediately. There is no Post from this Place, so you
must address Post Office, Newport, Isle of Wight. I know before
night I shall curse myself for having sent you so cold a Letter;
yet it is better to do it as much in my senses as possible. Be
as kind as the distance will permit to your
John Keats
Present my Compliments to your mother, my love to Margaret and
best remembrances to your Brother — if you please so.
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(The letter would be posted on the 3d.)
Dissension had developed in the Jerusalem, New York sanctuary of the followers of “Universal Friend,”
Jemimah Wilkinson, as she had become rather demanding of gifts and special treatment, and had come to
institute various punishments for infractions of the rules of the Society of Universal Friends. Finally the
community resolved its problem by erecting this two and a half story Federal-style mansion for its inspirational
leader at some considerable distance from the other homes. It is now referred to as “Friend House” and is not
open to the public:

After spending her last years in isolation, at the age of 67 the religious leader died (or “left time” as her
followers described it), and would be interred in a temporary vault in the building’s cellar while her followers
faithfully waited for her to come back into animation, and watched as signs of decay accumulated. As her will
attests, she had never swerved from the pronouncement she had originally made under the oak tree in
Cumberland, Rhode Island after recovering from typhoid fever, that she had died and her spirit had been
replaced with “Divine Spirit.” (Her Jerusalem community would, within the following two decades, entirely
disperse. At some later date the decomposing body has been removed from its temporary vault for burial at an
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unmarked location on the property.)

Last Will and Testament:
The last Will and Testament of the person called the Universal
Friend of Jerusalem, in the County of Ontario, State of New York,
who in the year 1777, was called Jemima Wilkinson, and ever since
that time, the Friend, a new name which the mouth of the Lord
hath named.
My will is that all my just debts be paid by my executors,
hereafter named.
I give, bequeath and devise unto Rachel Malin and Margaret
Malin, now of said Jerusalem, all my earthly property both real
and personal; and that is to say all my land lying in said
Jerusalem and in Benton, or elsewhere in the County of Ontario,
together with all the buildings thereon, to them the said Rachel
and Margaret, and their heirs and assigns forever, to be equally
and amicably be shared between them, the said Rachel and
Margaret — and I do also give and bequeath to the said Rachel
and Margaret, all my wearing apparel, all my household
furniture, and my horses, cattle, sheep and swine, of every
kind, together with all my farming utensils, and all my movable
property of every nature and description whatever.
My will is, that all the present members of my family and each
of them, be employed if they please, and if employed, supported
during their natural life, by the said Rachel and Margaret, and
whenever any of them become unable to help themselves, they are
according to such inability, kindly to be taken care of by the
said Rachel and Margaret. And my will also is, that all poor
persons belonging to the society of the Universal Friend, shall
receive from the said Rachel and Margaret such assistance,
comfort and support during their natural life as they may need;
and in case any or either of my family, or others elsewhere in
the society shall turn away, such shall forfeit the provisions
herein made for them.
I hereby ordain and appoint the above-named Rachel Malin and
Margaret Malin, Executors of this my last will and testament.
In Witness whereof, I, the person called Jemina Wilkinson, but
in, and ever since the year 1777, known as the Public Universal
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Friend, have hereunto affixed my name and Seal, this 25th day
of the 2d Month, in the year of our Lord 1819.
The Public Universal Friend [L.S.]
In the presence of, &c.
Be it Remembered — That in order to remove all doubt of the due
execution of the foregoing will and testament of the person who
before the year 1777, was known and called by the name of Jemima
Wilkinson, but since that time, as the Universal Friend, do
make, publish and declare the within instrument to be my Last
Will and Testament, as witness my hand and seal, this 17th day
of the 7th month, 1819.
Jemima Wilkinson X
Her Cross or mark,
Or, Universal Friend.
[“Witness,” &c.]
That evening after sunset the comet that had passed unnoticed between the earth and the sun on or about June
26th, with its tail brushing over the earth also unnoticed, became visible low in the west. (So much for comets
exerting a vast influence!)13
SKY EVENT

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 1st of 7th M 1819 / Our Meeting looked small in a great
room, but I believe nearly all the members were present that are
in ability to attend, & several that are not members. — I believe
it was a comfortable season to some present, it was in good
measure so to me. — Father Rodman delivered a short testimony
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

13. “GREAT COMET, (C/1819 N1=1819 II. Period of naked eye visibility spanned the month of Jul., T=1819 June 28. Also known
as Comet Tralles. Spotted on July 1st in the evening sky a little to the north of the Sun, the head being of about zero magnitude.
Comet crossed eastern Auriga and was visible at both dusk and dawn for several weeks. At the end of the first week of July, 1st
magnitude with a 7-8 degree tail. Comet faded rapidly as it moved toward the northeast, almost pacing the Sun. At mid-month
situated in Lynx, an object of 3rd magnitude with a short tail. In the last few days of July the comet’s brightness rapidly approached
the naked eye threshold.”
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1833
In Rhode Island, John Brown Francis was in charge.
Near Cumberland, one Sunday during this year, a couple of Bostonians fought a duel. After one of the duelists
sustained a wound to the knee the party returned into Massachusetts, where dueling was illegal. Sheriff Amos
Cook, Jr., and Fenner Brown, sent to Boston to arrest the parties, returned emptyhanded. The bullet that caused
this injury was recovered and became a souvenir at Cumberland Hill. A memory of this incident has been
preserved in the placename “Duel Hollow,” about a mile north of Cumberland Hill.
Thomas Hamilton visited Rhode Island.

THOMAS HAMILTON
1834
April 19, Saturday: In and around Penn Yan, New York at the head of Crooked Lake (now Keuka Lake), some
members of the Society of Universal Friends were still hanging onto their faith. In Philadelphia, the Saturday
Courier incautiously published a “tragical story of a Mormon preacher” who had pretended to be able to walk
on water, who had been foiled by some clever Philadelphians, a story allegedly provided to that gazette “by
the editor of the Independent Messenger on the authority of a gentleman from the western part of the state of
New York”:
In a town where the delusion had made numerous converts the
disciples were summoned to assemble in a wild place,
circumjacent to a pond, on the water of which, a gifted elder
announced that he should walk and preach.... But it seems there
were a few wicked Lamanites, who secretly set themselves to make
mischief.... They soon discovered a line of plank laid in a
particular direction completely across the pond, sunk about four
inches under the surface of the water.... They resolved on
preventing the miracle by sawing the concealed bridge in pieces,
just where it crossed the deepest and most dangerous part of the
pond.... The expected day arrived, the congregation placed
themselves as in an amphitheatre on the surrounding slopes and
the preacher appeared at the edge of the water ... and as he
paced his invisible bridge with a step apparent unearthly taught
and warned the people. All ears were open, and every eye strained
from its socket with astonishment. But alas! ... he stepped upon
one of the detached pieces of plank sallied side-ways, and
instantly plunged, floundering and sinking in the deep water
mire ... the tale closes with the close of his life and the
consequent close of Mormonism in that vicinity.
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The Evening and Morning Star, a Mormon gazette, promptly reprinted this gazette’s story verbatim (Volume
2, Number 19, page 151) while commenting that “Some two or three years since, a similar story was hatched
up by (we presume) the priests, or their dupes; but we had supposed that it had either gone back to its native
region to dwell with its author the father of lies, or like its first promulgator from him, sunk into disgrace to
rise no more.” The Mormon gazette’s editor, Oliver Cowdery, challenged the Courier to publish the name of
its source. In fact, the story was the recycling of one of those urban legends too good not to be told, that had
previously surfaced not in regard to Mormon saints but in regard to “Universal Friend,” Jemimah Wilkinson,
and perhaps also in regard to other religious pretenders. In this year a travel guide, MEN AND MANNERS IN
AMERICA, would pick up the story (Volume II, pages 305-6):
The banks of the Seneca, like those of the Gareloch,14 have been
the chosen seat of miracles. Some years ago, a woman called
Jemima Wilson [Wilkinson], announced herself as the Saviour of
the world, and attracted a few followers somewhat more mad than
herself. While her miraculous endowments were displayed only in
the
jabbering
of
unknown
tongues,
and
unintelligible
predictions, she stood on safe ground, but unluckily her
ambition pointed to the honour of more palpable miracles. “Near
Rapelyeas ferry,” says the Northern Tourist, “the frame is still
standing which Jemima constructed to try the faith of her
followers. Having approached within a few [306] hundred yards
of the shore, she alighted from an elegant carriage, and the
road being strewed by her followers with white handkerchiefs,
she walked to the platform, and having announced her intention
of walking across the lake on the water, she stepped ankle-deep
into the clear element, when suddenly pausing, she addressed the
multitude, enquiring whether they had faith that she could pass
over, for if otherwise, she could not; and on receiving an
affirmative answer, returned to her carriage, declaring, that
as they believed in her power, it unnecessary to display it.
This legend about “Universal Friend,” Jemimah Wilkinson, has also been retailed in regard to Sneech Pond
and other bodies of water in Cumberland and Smithfield, and in regard to Worden Pond in South Kingstown,
Rhode Island, and in regard to Yawgoog Pond in Exeter, to the Taunton River near Swansea, to the Housatonic
River near New Milford, to the Schuylkill River near Philadelphia, and to various sites on Seneca and Keuka
lakes. In its most common variant Jemimah promises to walk on the water like Christ, but when her followers
attest their faith, declares there to be no need for proof. There is, however, a version in which the onlookers
include skeptics, with Jemimah declaring, “Without thy faith I cannot do it,” and a version in which she
attempts to walk on a platform that has been constructed just below the still surface of the lake, but someone
has removed several boards from this platform, so she tumbles into the water to the delight of the skeptics.

14. A salt-water inlet 63 miles long and a mile wide, to the west of Glasgow, Scotland.
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1841
September: This was the Brook Farm experiment’s membership roster as it has been derived from their Articles of
Association documents dated September 29, 1841 and February 17, 1842, from their Constitution dated
February 11, 1844, and from various minutes of their meetings preserved by the Massachusetts Historical
Society. We instantly notice that it is not a particularly accurate record of what had been going on, as witness
the fact that Nathaniel Hawthorne is being shown as being admitted to membership in the association a month
after his attorney has filed the necessary legal papers to disassociate him:

Date of
Admission

Name

Birthplace

Birthdate

Occupation

September 1841

Reverend George Ripley

Greenfield MA

1802

minister

September 1841

Mrs. Sophia Dana Ripley

Cambridge MA

1803

wife of minister

September 1841

Marianne Ripley

Greenfield MA

1797

teacher

September 1841

Charles A. Dana

Hindsdale NH

1819

student

September 1841

Minot Pratt

Weymouth MA

1805

printer

September 1841

Maria Pratt

Boston MA

1806

wife of printer

September 1841

Nathaniel Hawthorne

Salem MA

1804

writer

September 1841

Sarah F. Stearns

Massachusetts

circa 1820

student

September 1841

William Allen

Vermont

1815

schoolteacher at Concord

September 1841

Charles O. Whitmore

?

?

?

February 1842

Georgiana Bruce

England

circa 1820

teacher

February 1842

Samuel D. Robbins

Lynn MA

1812

minister

February 1842

Mary Robbins

Lynn MA

circa 1812

wife of minister

February 1842

David Mack

Cambridge MA

?

Boston attorney

February 1842

Lucy Maria Kollock
Brastow Mack

Cambridge MA

?

wife of attorney David Mack

February 1842

Lemuel Capen

?

1789 (died 1858)

minister

February 1842

Warren Burton

Wilton NH

1800

minister

February 1842

George C. Leach

Glouchester MA

?

hotelkeeper

February 1842

Francis Farley

?

?

farmer
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Name

Birthplace

Birthdate

Occupation

February 1842

Sylvia Allen

Vermont

?

wife of farmer

June 1842

Anna Foord

?

circa 1820

student

June 1842

Abigail Morton

Plymouth MA

circa 1820

student

June 1842

James Hill

?

?

?

August 1842

James Curtis

Providence, Rhode Island

1824

student

September 1842

Eleanor Garrith

?

?

?

September 1842

John Brown

?

?

farmer

October 1842

Manuel Diaz

?

?

student

December 1842

Icabod Morton

Plymouth MA

?

commercial fisherman

January 1843

Amelia Russell

Dunkirk, France

1798

teacher

January 1843

Lewis Ryckman

New-York NY

1796

shoemaker

January 1843

Jane Ryckman

New-York NY

1799

wife of shoemaker

January 1843

Mary Brown

?

?

wife of a farmer

February 1844

John Cheever

Ireland

1802

domestic servant

February 1844

Marianne Williams

England

1806

?

February 1844

John Mitchell

Scotland

1818

shoemaker

February 1844

John Sullivan Dwight

Boston MA

1813

minister

February 1844

Christopher List

Wurtemburg, Germany

1816

lawyer

February 1844

William J. Davis

Sutton MA

1816

carpenter

February 1844

Anne Dana

Gaines NY

1825

sister of student

February 1844

Charles Salisbury

Walpole NH

1819

farmer

February 1844

Deborah N-

?

?

?

February 1844

Mary Holland

Belfast ME

circa 1817

wife of a tallow chandler

February 1844

Mary Ann Willard

?

?

?

April 1844

William Teel

Jersey City NJ

1822

shoemaker

April 1844

Porter Holland

Belfast ME

1817

tallow chandler

April 1844

Jeremiah Reynolds

Sterling CT

1820

carpenter
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Name

Birthplace

Birthdate

Occupation

April 1844

Peter Baldwin

Boston MA

1806

baker

May 1844

Ephraim Capen

Dorchester MA

1813

pewterer

May 1844

Job Tirell

Boston MA

1795

carpenter

May 1844

Charles Fuller

Boston MA

1822

shoemaker

May 1844

Frederick Burnham

Roxbury MA

1821

shoemaker

May 1844

William Cheswell

Boston MA

1818

carpenter

May 1844

Mary Ann Cheswell

Boston MA

1822

wife of carpenter

May 1844

Robert Westacott

England

1818

cabinet maker

June 1844

Frederick Cabot

Boston MA

1822

clerk

June 1844

Mary Dwight

West Newbury MA

1792

mother of minister

June 1844

Marianne Dwight

Boston MA

1816

teacher

June 1844

Benjamin Fitch

Temple NH

1810

farmer

June 1844

Francis Dwight

Boston MA

1819

sister of minister

June 1844

Flavel Patterson

Lunenburg MA

1806

carpenter

June 1844

Caroline Patterson

Charlestown MA

1815

wife of carpenter

June 1844

Rebecca Codman

Charlestown MA

1798

wife of a mechanic

July 1844

Jonathan Butterfield

West Cambridge MA

1818

printer

July 1844

Nathaniel Colson

Abington MA

1815

shoemaker

July 1844

Hannah Colson

Athens ME

1821

wife of shoemaker

July 1844

George Houghton

Stillwater NY

1809

printer

July 1844

Hiram Haskell

St. Johns, New Brunswick

1823

apothecary

July 1844

Julia Whitehouse

Assumption Point NJ(?)

1799

?

July 1844

Buckley Hastings

Franklin [County?] MA

1814

grocer

August 1844

Cynthia Hastings

Votingham(?) VT(?)

1818

wife of grocer

August 1844

John Codman

Boston MA

1794

mechanic

August 1844

John Drew

Plymouth MA

1821

?

August 1844

Catharine Sloan

Dunstable MA

1822

seamstress
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Name

Birthplace

Birthdate

Occupation

August 1844

Caleb Smith

Hallowell ME

circa 1822

?

August 1844

Benjamin Clark

Townsend MA

1822

farmer

August 1844

Edmund Farrington

Medway MA

1822

mechanic

August 1844

Thomas Blak

Hallowell ME

1823

printer

August 1844

John Orvis

Ferrisburgh VT

1816

farmer, son of Quaker

August 1844

Castalia Hosmer

Bedford MA

1819

shoemaker

August 1844

Mary Hosmer

Townsend MA

1820

wife of shoemaker

September 1844

Elmira Daniels

Keene NH

1819

seamstress

September 1844

Alex Murray

St. Johns, New Brunswick

1820

cabinetmaker

September 1844

George Pierce

?

?

?

September 1844

Peter Kleinstrup

Denmark

1800

gardener

September 1844

Charles Hosmer

Medford MA

1820

shoemaker

September 1844

James Clapp

Smithfield, Rhode Island

1816

bricklayer

October 1844

Alpha Clapp

Cumberland, Rhode Island

1820

wife of bricklayer

October 1844

Caroline Clapp

Boston MA

1824

seamstress

October 1844

Augustina Kleinstrup

Denmark

1808

wife of gardener

November 1844

Granville Hosmer

Bedford MA

1822

shoemaker

November 1844

Ann Hosmer

Bedford MA

circa 1822

wife of shoemaker

December 1844

John Hoxie

Boston MA

?

?

December 1844

Jeanne Palisse

Switzerland

1802

manufacturer

December 1844

Eunice Macdaniel

Washington DC

1824

sister of a journalist
who was not a member

December 1844

Francis Macdaniel

Washington DC

?

?

December 1844

Eliza Palisse Weymout

?

?

?

December 1844

John Sawyer

?

?

?

December 1844

Lydia Smith Lancaster

?

?

?

December 1844

Henry Trask

?

?

?
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Birthdate

Occupation

December 1844

Clinton, A

Cambridgeport MA

?

?

January 1845

Sarah Codman

Boston MA

1820

carriage maker

March 1845

Charles Curtis

?

1820

?

April 1845

Alfred Peppercorn

England

?

butcher

1844
October: Brook Farm added the following new recruits:

Name

Birthplace

Birthdate

Occupation

Alpha Clapp

Cumberland, Rhode Island

1820

wife of bricklayer

Caroline Clapp

Boston MA

1824

seamstress

Augustina Kleinstrup

Denmark

1808

wife of gardener

1850
October 23, Wednesday: In the auditorium of Brinley Hall at 340 Main Street in Worcester, where the Commerce
Office Building now stands, some thousand persons assembled and the first national women’s rights
convention was held. (The small meeting at Seneca Falls two years earlier had not been what you’d call a
national one.) Lucy Stone, Abby Kelley Foster, Elizabeth Oakes Smith, Friend Lucretia Mott, Diana W. Ballou
of Cumberland, Rhode Island, and Sojourner Truth of Northampton were present, as was William Lloyd
Garrison.

READ ABOUT THIS MEETING
FEMINISM
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: September 28, 2013
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

45

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

CUMBERLAND

RHODE ISLAND

button.

Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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HISTORY OF CUMBERLAND, RHODE ISLAND,
FROM

HISTORY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND WITH ILLUSTRATIONS15
Albert J. Wright, Printer
No. 79 Mille Street, corner of Federal, Boston.
Hong, Wade & Co., Philadelphia 1878.
NOTE: Cumberland, Rhode Island was one of five towns
received from Massachusetts by Royal Decree. The Town
was known as Attleboro Gore until 1746, when it was
incorporated in Rhode Island as the Town of Cumberland.
Cumberland was named in honor of William, the Duke of
Cumberland.
Cumberland’s
early
industrial
growth
centered around the abundant water power of the
Blackstone and Abbott Run Rivers. Minerals such as iron
and copper were once mined in Cumberland. The town was
once known as the mineral deposit of New England because
of the extensive mineral deposits within its border.
Several shafts over one hundred years old are still
visible,
but
mineral
deposits
are
no
longer
commercially mined.
CUMBERLAND.
The
history
of
this
town
is
particularly
interesting, from the fact that it was here, within the
territory now embraced in the town of Cumberland, that the first
white settlement was made in the State. William Blackstone came
from Shawmut, the peninsula on which the city of Boston now
stands, and located at a spot in the town of Cumberland,
familiarly known as Study Hill. When he came over to this country
is not definitely known. The Pilgrims found him in quiet
possession of the point of land, as above stated, upon their
first arrival, but when or how he came there is enshrouded in
mystery.
As no history of the town of Cumberland would be complete without
a brief sketch of the life and character of this celebrated
personage, we give here, as a very appropriate introduction to
the history of this town, some reminiscences of this remarkable
personage; this pioneer settler and founder of two States, whose
life was characterized by that love for seclusion and selfdevotion that stamps it with a degree of romance, that renders
its perusal both interesting and profitable.
15.THE HISTORY OF CUMBERLAND, pages 110-117.
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The old town of Rehoboth, comprised in its greatest extent,
Seekonk, Pawtucket, Attleborough, Cumberland, R. I., and that
part of Swanzey and Barrington which was originally called by
the Indians Wannamoisett. In 1641, the first purchase was made
of Massasoit, and was, according to the measurement of those
times, some eight miles square, although, by subsequent
measurement, it was found to contain an area of ten miles square.
This tract was what once embraced Rehoboth, Seekonk, and
Pawtucket. The second purchase was the tract known by both the
Indians and English as Wannamoisett, and formed a part of
Swanzey and Barrington. The third and last purchase was called
the North Purchase, and formed Attleborough, Mass., and
Cumberland, R.I. This tract included within the limits of
Cumberland, was formerly known as Attleborough Gore.
In 1667, the town of Swanzey was incorporated, and included
Wannamoisett, Somerset, Mass., and a greater portion of Warren,
R. I. The North Purchase was, in 1694, incorporated into a
separate town, and took the name of Attleborough. This was also
divided in 1746, and that which was formerly called the Gore,
became Cumberland. Up to 1812, the original town continued, when
it was again divided, and Seekonk became a separate township,
retaining, however, its original Indian name. Again, in 1828,
the town of Pawtucket was set off, which has since been enlarged
by the addition of a portion of what was once North Providence.
It was within the limits of the original Rehoboth that the
subject of this sketch first settled, after his departure from
Shawmut, the peninsula where the city of Boston now stands. He
settled in what is now known as Cumberland, R. I., upon the bank
of the river that bears his name, and but a few miles distant
from the thriving town of Pawtucket. He was an Englishman by
birth, but how or when he first came to this country is not
definitely known. Governor Winthrop and his colony, when they
arrived at Charlestown in the year 1630, found this man in
peaceful possession of the territory upon which the city of
Boston now stands. The first record that appears in writing of
this person, is in the year 1628. All that is known of his
previous history is, that he was a non-conformist minister of
the Episcopal Church of England, and not willing, as he says,
to endure ‘the tyranny of the Lord Bishops’, he left the mother
country, and sought a home in the wilds of America. The exact
date of his settlement at Shawmut is a matter of some doubt, but
is generally conceded to have been about the year 1625-26.
Upon the arrival of Winthrop and his company, they were at first
disposed to oust this solitary occupant, by virtue of their
grant to the territory by the then ruling king. Blackstone,
however, claimed his title to the tract by virtue of his actual
occupancy, and they at last agreed to purchase his lands, ‘he
reserving to himself six acres on the peninsula at Shawmut’.
Blackstone’s cottage stood near a spring on the south side of
Charles River mouth, on the point of the peninsula. Here he
cultivated a garden, and planted fruit-trees, the first planted
in Massachusetts. His right to the soil by pre-occupancy was
recognized to a certain degree by the Massachusetts Colony, and
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a portion of land at Boston was set off to him, comprising some
fifty acres, which he was to have and enjoy forever. He
subsequently transferred all of his right, title, and interest
in the lands lying upon this neck of land, for the stipulated
sum of six shillings for every household, reserving to himself,
however, the six acres as above mentioned. This amount being
raised, was paid over to him and the transfer made. Thus having
disposed of all, or nearly all of his possessions on the
peninsula at Boston, he began to look about for a new habitation.
Having found the bigotry of his new companions equally adverse
to the spirit of liberality and freedom of conscience which he
fled from England to enjoy, he again resolved to take up his
abode away from the scenes of civilization, and pushed his way
once more into the gloomy solitudes of the forest, preferring
the society of the untutored savage to the civilized bigotry of
his own race. Hence he set out in search of a new home, and at
last selected as a place best suited to his taste, and which
proved to be his last retreat, ‘Attleborough Gore’, now called
Cumberland, on the bank of the river that perpetuates his name.
His house was called ‘Study Hall’, and stood near the east bank
of the river, a little east of a knoll to which he gave the name
of ‘Study Hill’, it being his favorite resort in times of deep
meditation and study. Here he again built, dug a well, planted
an orchard, married, and had at least one child. The place is
to be found near the present Lonsdale Station, on the Providence
and Worcester Railroad, about three miles from Pawtucket, a mile
and a half above Valley Falls, and near where the new mill of
the Lonsdale Company now stands. Its Indian name was
Wawepoonseag.
In 1661 this name is first mentioned in the Plymouth records,
in describing the boundaries of the ‘North Purchase’; viz.,
‘From Rehoboth, ranging upon the Pawtucket River, to a place
called by the natives Wawepoonseag, where one Blackstone now
sojourneth.’ The exact spot may be found in a meadow on the right
of the intersection of the railroad with the public road leading
to Valley Falls. It is near to a fine but steep wooded hill, on
a gentle slope, which, in that early day, must have afforded a
fine view of the winding river and its picturesque scenery. Here
is the grave of this early pioneer, unmarked by any stone or
slab that bears an inscription. The house, according to
tradition, stood a little east of the grave, and the well was a
few rods to the south. Here he lived alone, cultivating his
garden, and attending to the growth of his young orchard, in the
intervals of study, until 1659, when he married, upon the 4th
of July of that year, Mrs. Sarah Stevenson of Boston, as appears
from the Boston town records. She was the widow of John Stevenson
of Boston, and was the mother of three children by this first
marriage. After her marriage with Mr. Blackstone, she had one
son, by name, John, although it has been stated that there were
two offsprings from this second marriage, a son and a daughter,
and it is alleged that she married one John Stevenson, the son
by the first marriage. But this is probably a mistake, as the
appellation applied to him, of son-in-law to Blackstone,
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doubtless arose from the fact of his marriage with his mother.
No historical record is given of any children by this second
marriage other than this son John. This son, by the first
marriage, as above mentioned, resided with Blackstone, and after
the death of his mother and step-father, he continued to live
upon a part of the estate of William Blackstone, granted to him
by the Court of Plymouth, for his ‘faithful service in their
declining years, and for the filial attention and kindness ever
manifested toward them while living.’
His own son, John Blackstone, was born at Rehoboth, but the date
is not known, as no record was made of his birth upon the town
books. He grew up with his parents, and after their death, which
occurred before he reached his majority, guardians were
appointed him by the Court of Plymouth, as appears from the
records under date of July 1, 1675. ‘Lieut. Hunt, Ensign Smith,
and Daniel Smith are appointed and authorized by the court to
take some present care of the estate of Mr. William Blackstone,
deceased, and of his son now left by him; and to see that at the
next court he do propose a man to the court to be his guardian,
which, in case he do neglect, the court will then see cause to
make choice of one for him.’ He continued to live on his paternal
inheritance until 1692, when, having become addicted to the use
of liquor, and intemperate in many other things, he was
compelled to sell his estate, and it was purchased by one David
Whipple. He soon after removed to Providence, where he engaged
in the trade of boot and shoe making. He married while here, and
continued to reside in Providence until 1713, when he returned
to Attleborough; but, owing to some misdemeanor of himself and
wife, they were legally warned to leave the town. They removed
from there into Connecticut, and settled near New Haven. Here,
tradition says, they left descendants, who inherited the
peculiarities of the elder Blackstone, and cherished the same
love of solitude. One of their sons, by name John, it is said,
was a lieutenant in the French war, and fell at the taking of
Louisburg.
During the sojourn of William Blackstone of Rehoboth, he often
went to Providence and preached for Roger Williams. He was
accustomed to make the journey on horseback, but when deprived
of this mode of conveyance it is said that he used to ride upon
the back of a white ‘Bull’, which he had trained for this
purpose. His appearance in the streets, astride of this
‘bullgine’, was, indeed, a marked event, and excited the
merriment of many a youth. He used to bring along his pockets
full of his fine ‘yellow sweetings’, and distribute them among
the children. These were a curiosity to their youthful minds,
and his coming was always a welcome occasion to these
youngsters. Blackstone continued his hermit-like life for about
forty years, when he died, upon the 26th of May, 1685 [sic 1675], having survived his wife but two years, who died about
the middle of June, 1673. He was buried on his farm, and his
grave remains, unmarked by any inscription to the memory of this
worthy founder of two States, or bearing tribute to his personal
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worth or moral excellence.

Location, Surface, Soil, &c.
The town of Cumberland is situated in the north east corner of
the State, about eight miles from Providence. It is bounded on
the north and east by Massachusetts; on the west by Woonsocket
and the Blackstone River, which separates it from Lincoln, and
on the south by the same river. It is irregular in shape,
resembling a gore, and was formerly known as ‘Attleborough
Gore’. Its surface is generally uneven, and somewhat rough,
being hilly and rocky, and covered with forest-growth. A few
portions of the town are more level, and afford some favorable
facilities for cultivation. The geological features of the town
are of an interesting nature, and it is rich in its mineral
productions. Numerous ledges of a primitive formation are found
here, interspersed with the many metals that form so
distinguishing a feature in the town of Cumberland. The dip of
the rocks is toward the east and northeast. The trees that cover
the hills and lesser elevations are principally pine, whitebirch, oak, and chestnut. The soil, in many sections, is
comparatively fertile, and affords the various productions
common to this locality. The cultivation of the small grains
does not receive much attention. The principal agricultural
products are hay, corn, potatoes, and a few others. Fruit is
cultivated to some extent, and proves to a considerable degree
successful. The principal streams are the Blackstone, and
numerous small streams, among which is Abbott’s Run.
The town has excellent roads, and a special appropriation is
made annually for the purpose of improving these public
highways. Two beautiful and substantial iron bridges span the
Blackstone, one at Manville, and the other at Valley Falls.
These structures are fine specimens of architectural skill, and
reflect great credit upon those who were engaged in designing
and constructing these passage-ways over this large and
important stream. The aim of the town seems to be to bring its
avenues of communication with surrounding neighbors into as
complete a condition as possible. No means are spared, by those
in authority, for the thorough accomplishment of this end. The
system adopted by the council, and so effectually put in
operation, seems in every way adapted to the consummation of the
desired object. Manufacturing is engaged in to some extent,
additional history of which will be found under the head of
Manufactures. The population in 1875 amounted to 5,688.

Town Organization, Town Meetings, Officers, &c.
Cumberland was one of the five towns received from Massachusetts
in January, 1746-47. Until incorporated as a town in Rhode
Island, it was known as Attleborough Gore. It derived its name
from Cumberland, in England, and it is said that this name was
bestowed because it resembled that place in richness of its
minerals and geological features. It was annexed to the county
of Providence on the 17th of February, 1746-47. In January,
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1867, it lost a portion of its original territory, it having
been incorporated as part of the town of Woonsocket. The freemen
of the town assembled in town meeting, in February, 1746-47, for
the purpose of electing town officers, deputies to the General
Assembly, and transact such other business as should be
consistent, with the organization of their town government. Job
Bartlett, Israel Whipple, and Samuel Peck were elected deputies
to represent the town in General Assembly. Job Bartlett was
chosen moderator and town clerk. Job Bartlett, Joseph Brown,
David Whipple, Jacob Bartlett, Jr., Nathaniel Ballou, and
William Walcott were chosen councilmen; Samuel Bartlett,
treasurer. This meeting was held at the house of Joseph Brown,
on Cumberland Hill.
The first business recorded in the town books is an order to lay
out a highway. Thus early did the inhabitants recognize the
importance of good and safe communications with the surrounding
country. The next is the granting of town licenses to Daniel
Peck and Benjamin Tower, upon condition that they pay forty
shillings, and give bonds to keep a respectable and orderly
house. In January, 1748, the council passed a law against the
running at large of sheep and rams, during certain seasons of
the year, and is the first law passed by the selectmen. A doglaw was passed Jan. 8, 1754, in consequence of the great damage
they often caused by killing sheep. Large flocks were kept in
town at an early day, as it was admirably adapted to sheephusbandry. In October, 1747, the first administration papers
were granted to Thomas Lapham, on Abraham Billings’ estate.
This brief record of the proceedings under the early government
of the town, illustrates, to some degree, at least, the
character of the selectmen of those times, and the interest they
felt in the proper management of their municipal affairs, and
the proper protection and development of all their varied
interests.

Early Settlers.
Under this head we shall be able to give only a brief sketch of
a few of those who early made a settlement within the limits of
the present town of Cumberland. Dating back nearly two
centuries, the history of those early pioneers, whose lives and
deeds are so intimately connected with the scenes and events of
the town’s original settlement, has become more or less
scattered, and, in many instances, entirely lost. No historical
record has been preserved of the present town of Cumberland, as
there has been of many other towns in the State. During our brief
stay in the town, we were unable to gather any considerable
amount of information in regard to the early settlement of the
town. Our time is necessarily limited, in the completion of this
work, and hence we have been compelled to hasten over many items
that doubtless would have been associated with more or less
interest to the general reader; and especially to those residing
in the town.
In the northern portion of the present town [of Cumberland],
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adjoining Woonsocket, the Ballous settled, and to the south of
them a family by the name of Cook. Around Diamond Hill, the
Whipples first settled, and their descendants are found in this
vicinity at the present time. To the south of them the Razees,
while to the east, the Tingleys made a settlement. The Metcalfs
took up a tract of land lying south of the village of East
Cumberland. The Wilkinsons and the Pecks took up a section and
made permanent settlements. There are many farms in the town today, that are still held in the name of the first settlers.
Perhaps no name has become more distinguished in the history of
the town, and even in the State [of Rhode Island], than that of
Wilkinson. Jeremiah Wilkinson was born July 6, 1741, and early
developed a great inventive genius. He was not only a worker in
iron and steel, but gold and silver as well. He made the first
silver spoons used in this vicinity, and several of them are now
in possession of some members of the family. At an early age he
made hand-cards, and invented a machine for bending the wire and
cutting it at the same time. He not only made cards for carding
cotton and wool, but for carding horses and cattle. He
afterwards invented a machine for punching holes in the leather,
into which the wires were fastened. He often found it difficult
to procure the wire, and he set himself about the construction
of a machine for drawing it. In this he was successful, and it
is said that this was the first attempt of the kind ever made
in America. His invention of cold-cut nails is world-wide; and
one of the original machines is now in possession of Mr. Albert
O. Razee, at Diamond Hill. In April, 1776, he made tacks, with
a machine of his own invention. Several pieces of furniture and
machines made by him are still in existence. Among those is a
tool-chest, of remarkable artistic design. He made molasses from
corn-stalks. He invented a machine to grind the stalks, and the
pomace was pressed in a common cider-mill. He made needles and
pins, and sold darning needles, during the Revolution, for one
dollar each. This man was indeed possessed of a remarkable
genius, and the inventions he wrought will preserve his fame and
memory forever bright in the annals of his country’s history.
Jeptha Wilkinson was born in Cumberland April 23, 1791. He also
was a man of extraordinary inventive genius, and his name is
embalmed in the history of the celebrated reed-machine. He
received for his patent in the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
$17,777 in gold. He was mobbed in England by those whose
occupation was materially affected by the introduction of his
invention. The Colt revolver is said to be this man’s invention,
and that Mr. Colt obtained the patterns from a French officer,
to whom Mr. Wilkinson had intrusted them for his own personal
inspection. Mr. Colt, it is claimed, made a copy of these models
and got them patented upon his return to America. However the
case may be, Mr. Colt has at least reaped the greatest pecuniary
benefit, and has the honor of the invention, although he himself
lays no claim to being the original inventor of this celebrated
instrument.
After
years
of
severe
labor,
and
many
disappointments, Mr. Wilkinson brought out his great invention,
and one that stamps his name among the world’s illustrious
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benefactors. The rotary cylindrical printing-press was the
offspring of his genius, and although patented and claimed by
other men, the honor belongs to Mr. Wilkinson, and justly merits
the recognition its importance demands.
Simon Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Sept. 24, 1743, and died
July 9, 1819. He was a great mathematician, and was conversant
with the science of astronomy. He could repeat the names of the
principal stars, and explain many of the principles of that
intricate science to his less educated neighbors, who regarded
him with admiration. He was a surveyor, and was frequently
called upon to settle disputes growing out of the settlement of
boundaries, &c. He filled the position of justice of the peace
for many years, and was considered authority upon all questions
of law, and died bearing the enviable appellation of the “Peace
Maker.”
James Wilkinson was born Oct. 8, 1788, and died July 19, 1862.
He early developed an inventive turn of mind, and many of his
productions were executed with remarkable skill and have made
his name famous in New England history. Specimens of wire are
said to be now in existence at the wire-works at Winchester,
Mass., drawn by him, and are so fine that the orifice through
which the wire was drawn will scarcely admit the rays of light.
He was also an excellent mathematician and was exceedingly
skillful with the pen and pencil. As a designer he had few
equals, and many of his works were exceedingly curious, as is
evidenced from the minute trap he made, from steel, for catching
flies. It was so small that it could be covered with a common
writing-pen, and was quite successful in the accomplishment of
the purpose for which it was designed.
Jemima Wilkinson was born in Cumberland, Nov. 19, 1752, and is,
without doubt, the most singular as well as celebrated female
character Rhode Island has ever produced. When she was about
eighteen years of age, she became very much impressed with
matters of a religious nature. A great religious excitement
prevailed about this time in the county of Providence, and soon
spread itself all over the State, through the efforts and
preaching of George Whitefield. Jemima became very much
interested and a great change came over her life. From a gay,
spirited girl she became a sort of recluse, and spent her time
in the study of the scriptures and deep meditation.
In 1775 she was stricken with a severe fever, and during her
illness she pretended to have a vision from on high, and received
a call, as she was pleased to term it, to go out and preach to
the sin-burdened world. She arose suddenly one night, demanded
her clothes, and appeared to be in a trance. The next Sabbath
she preached her first sermon under the old oak tree we have
mentioned in another part of this work. Her words made a decided
sensation upon her hearers. She styled herself the “People’s
Universal Friend,” and ever afterward was known by that
appellation. She travelled through the country preaching her
peculiar doctrine and soon surrounded herself with many devoted
followers. For some six years she made her home at Judge
Potter’s, in Kingstown. The Judge was a wealthy land-holder and
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became one of her most devoted admirers. When others began to
desert her and cry her down as an imposter and a selfish,
scheming woman, the Judge became all the more infatuated, and
no means were spared to sustain her cause and protect her from
the calumnies of her enemies. Wherever she went, the Judge was
her companion, and when she finally resolved to leave her native
State and settle in the wilds of western New York, Mr. Potter
was among the most prominent advocates of this movement.
He at last became embarrassed financially, and his fine estate
was sold, and in his old age he was compelled to live in
straitened circumstances, a victim of infatuated devotion to
this artful adventuress. She claimed for herself supernatural
powers, and great crowds often congregated to witness some of
her wonderful performances. She several times attempted to raise
the dead, and her failures were attributed to want of faith in
those who had assembled to witness the verification of her
pretended supernatural powers. She removed with a few followers
to Yales County, N. Y., and settled at a place which they called
New Jerusalem. Here she spent the remainder of her eventful
life, and died July 1, 1819. After her death her followers
remained for several years and kept up their peculiar
organization.
The history of this woman has been written by several different
parties, and the fallacy of her pretended inspiration received
the verdict it so justly merited. And yet, that she was a woman
possessed of more than ordinary abilities and some admirable
traits of character it would be more than folly to deny. She
lived in an age when ignorance and superstition in matters of
religion were more prevalent than now, and it is not strange
that she drew to her faith many good and honest people.
Experience teaches that there is no creed without its believers
and no delusion without its dupes. The saying that “murder will
out” is accepted as truth, and the excitement attending the
supposed celestial powers of this artful woman was shrewdly
turned to account, and avarice preyed upon credulity. A great
revolution is silently making its way through the world by the
developing influences of education, the freedom of thought and
the press, and will end in promoting the highest interests of
the race, and remove forever the last vestige of religious
superstition and fanaticism.
Aaron White was quite a celebrated character and lived for many
years on Cumberland Hill. He was a lawyer by profession and
manifested not a little degree of ability. He was quite
eccentric and possessed a strong dislike for the female sex. So
far did he carry this feeling of enmity toward women, that he
received the appellation of the ‘Woman Hater’. He lived alone
and did all his own cooking and other household work. He
afterwards removed to Connecticut, and it is said that there a
gushing widow made an attack upon the fortress of the old man’s
heart, and, although stoutly defending it from this assault of
the enemy, an entrance was finally effected and he married the
fair captor. Dr. Belchor resided about midway between Hawkins’
mill and Abbott’s, on the west side of the Lanesville road. The
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old house stands to-day in comparatively good repair, and is the
oldest house in the town. The doctor settled here at an early
day, and enjoyed an excellent reputation as a practitioner. The
house is still in possession of the Belchor family, and was
erected soon after King Philip’s war. Among the other physicians
that have practiced here, were Doctors Whitaker, Lamb, Tyler,
Mason and Cleveland. The present practicing physician in this
vicinity is Dr. Henry W. Stillman, who settled here in 1858. All
these gentlemen have borne an excellent reputation, not only as
skillful practitioners, but as worthy and respected citizens.

Incidents of Early Times.
In July, 1754, George Denning of Mendon, but a native of
Devonshire, Eng., asked the privilege of remaining within the
limits of the town for a short time, and John Allen of
Bridgewater presented a like petition; which the council
granted, on condition that they behave themselves in a quiet and
orderly manner. The time allowed them was six months. These
persons were poor, and this fact undoubtedly aroused a suspicion
in the minds of the selectmen that they might become a public
charge. In order to avoid any such catastrophe, the town fathers
resorted to these rigorous measures, and thus limited the time
of their residence.
The house now owned and occupied by Liberty Jencks was, in the
time of Philip’s war, a block-house, to which the people were
accustomed to flee for protection, when pressed by their savage
foes. Upon one occasion, Simon Wilkinson and family were driven
there by the Indians. They came up to where Wilkinson lived, but
finding that the family had fled, they wreaked their vengeance
upon a hog they found comfortably housed in a pen close by. They
then set out in pursuit of the family, but they had succeeded
in reaching the old block-house, and were safe from the bands
of the dusky savages.
In the extreme northwestern part of the town is a celebrated
place known as Beacon Hill. It derives its name from the
following incident: In Revolutionary times a beacon-pole was set
up on the top of this hill. The pole was some seventy feet high,
to the top of which was hoisted a kettle of tar. This was fired,
as occasion demanded, for a warning to the people. It served as
a signal of danger, and the people would at once prepare
themselves for the emergency, and usually rendezvoused at the
old Belchor house. Every man in the town capable of bearing arms
fought in that early struggle for the establishment of American
Independence, save one, and he was a man by the name of Inman,
who has been so unfortunate as to lose his reason. The women
attended to the duties of the farm, while the men were at the
front battling for home and country. Those were indeed ‘times
that tried men’s souls’, and it may, with all propriety, be
added, and women’s too.
Duel Hollow is located about a mile north of Cumberland Hill.
This spot is celebrated as being the place where two Boston men
fought a duel in 1833. They arrived on a Sunday, and the seconds

56

Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

CUMBERLAND

RHODE ISLAND

placed the combatants in position, and gave the order to fire.
The result was the wounding of one of the contestants in the
knee, after which this party of Bostonian chivalry returned from
whence they came. The bullet was afterwards found, and carried
to the hill and preserved as a relic of those chivalrous days,
when a personal insult or injury was avenged at the muzzle of a
pistol. The sheriff, Amos Cook, Jr., and Fenner Brown were sent
to Boston to arrest the parties, but the expedition proved
unsuccessful. From this incident the place took the name of
‘Duel Hollow’, which appellation it has retained even to the
present time.
During the Dorr rebellion this town was one of his strongholds,
and when the time came for action, his friends banded themselves
together under Nathan Whipple, and proclaimed themselves ready
to defend the principles of their chosen chief. This attempt to
revolutionize the government of the State by means of physical
force, met the fate it justly merited, and yet we can but admire
the principle that was thus attempted to be established. While
we applaud the liberal sentiment involved in the movement, we
condemn the means resorted to for the accomplishment of its
ends.
In the early history of the town, the town meetings were held
at private houses. This often created a sort of jealousy among
many of the citizens, who were desirous of having their places
honored with this distinguished and important assembly. In order
to allay any bitterness of feeling, it was finally agreed to put
up the meeting at public auction, and it was knocked down to the
highest bidder. Thus was obviated all spirit of rivalry, and
whenever these meetings occurred a general good time was
indulged in. The poor were also put up at auction and sold to
the lowest bidder. This system prevailed until the erection of
the present town asylum, where they are cared for at the expense
of the town.
Perhaps the most interesting, as it certainly is the saddest
incident that occurred in the early history of the town, is the
tragic scene enacted at what is familiarly known as ‘Nine Men’s
Misery’. Here on this spot was enacted one of the most tragic
scenes that occurred during the whole campaign of Philip’s war.
It is located in the town of Cumberland, R. I., near the place
called ‘Camp Swamp’, and on the farm now owned by Amasa Whipple.
A pile of stone marks the spot, and calls to memory the sad event
of nine men cruelly murdered by the Indians. There are several
traditions given of this affair, among which are the following:
-‘Daggett’s History of Attleborough’ gives this account of the
event, which we give in full:
‘A company of nine men were in advance of, or had
strayed from their party for some purpose, when they
discovered a number of Indians near the spot, whom they
immediately pursued and attacked; but a large number of
the enemy rushed out of the swamp and surrounded them.
The whites, placing their backs to a large rock near by,
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fought with desperation until every one of them was
killed on the spot. The rest of their party, who were
in hearing of their guns, hastened to their succor, but
arrived too late to render them any assistance. Their
bodies were buried on the spot, which is now designated
by a large pile of stones.’
Another tradition says, that these nine men were a part of a
company sent out from Providence, to assist Captain Pierce and
his brave little band, in the terrible struggle with the
Indians, in which they were overpowered, and the brave captain
and nearly all of his men perished in this tempest of blood.
They did not reach the scene of engagement to render any
assistance, and these nine men being in advance of the main
party, were set upon by the Indians and cruelly butchered.
Still another version of the affair, and the one undoubtedly the
best authenticated, is, that these nine men were a part of
Captain Pierce’s forces, and that they fell into the hands of
the Indians as prisoners, and were set apart for the
gratification of their barbarous torture. They were conveyed by
the savages to this spot, and, as a preliminary ceremony, before
entering upon their work of torture, they commenced a war-dance
around their victims. In the course of their wild antics, a
disagreement arose among themselves, when some of the Indians
immediately set upon their unfortunate captives with their
tomahawks, and slew them. Their bodies were mutilated, and left
upon the spot, until discovered a few days afterwards by the
English, and buried in a common grave.
This version of the affair appears to be the most probable, and
substantiated by all the circumstances preceding it. They all
agree as to its being about the date of ‘Pierce’s Fight,’ and
the latter version of the story was related by an Indian that
was captured soon after by the English. This fact, together with
corroborative circumstances, seems to indicate this as the more
probable and best entitled to credit. The place remains to-day,
marked by a pile of stones, and is known as ‘Nine Men’s Misery.’

Early Mills and Manufactures.
Among the early sites of manufacturing in this town, was what
is called Robin Hollow, on the Abbott Run River. The first
manufacturing done here was in the time of Charles II., when a
royal license was obtained to manufacture tar. At this time
there was a large, dense forest of pine in this locality, and
great quantities of pitch were easily obtained for the
manufacture of this product. The establishment continued in
existence for many years.
In 1797, Benjamin Walcott erected a mill for the sawing of
marble, which he operated for several years. In 1806-7, Elisha
and Richard Waterman built a mill upon the site of the old marble
works, and commenced the spinning of cotton-yarn. The cotton was
picked by hand, then spun and put out to weave. Boys used to
whip the cotton as it was taken from the bales. After the
introduction of the cotton-gin, this labor was obviated.
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This was the second cotton-mill in America, the first being at
Pawtucket, an account of which will be found in the history of
manufacturing in that town. It was situated on the east side of
the river, opposite the present mill. This factory was a twostory building, 40 x 60 feet. The original mill was torn down
in 1850. A building is now standing in Valley Falls, built out
of materials taken from this old mill, and is familiarly known
as Greenbush. Looms for weaving were introduced here about 1819
or 1820. Six of these machines were put in at this time. Mr.
Richard Waterman sold to Bennett Whipple about this time, and
Elisha Waterman and Mr. Whipple operated the mill until 1829.
They became somewhat embarrassed financially, and Richard
Carrique conducted the business for a while. Afterward, Henry
Marchant operated the mill, and continued the business until the
mill was torn down.
In 1852, Amasa Whipple owning one-eighth of the privilege,
purchased of the other owners their interest, and erected a new
mill on the west side, opposite the old mill. The building was
a wooden structure, 40 x 80 feet, and two stories in height. In
1857, it was destroyed by fire, but immediately rebuilt. The
mill contained about one thousand spindles, and was operated in
the manufacture of thread. In 1863, it passed into the
possession of the Cumberland Mill Company, A. Littlefield,
Treasurer. The company has built a fine engine-house here, and
made other necessary improvements. The mill contains thirtythree hundred and fifty spindles, and turns out thirty-five
hundred pounds of yarn weekly. At the time when the marble works
were in operation here, the locality was covered with a dense
growth of pine, cedar, and hemlock, and it is said that robins
were accustomed to gather here in great numbers, and from this
circumstance the place derived its name, ‘Robin Hollow’.
In King Charles the Second’s time, a license was obtained to
make hollow-ware. Messrs. Hatch & Wilmouth then erected a
furnace on the west side of Abbott Run River, about midway
between Robin Hollow and the Abbott Run factory, and called Iron
Rust. Cannon were made here during the Revolution. Nothing has
been done here for many years. Daniel Mowry took up the
foundation-walls, in 1852, and worked the material into the mill
and dam at Robin Hollow. The old furnace stood close to the
river, on what is now known as the Hoppin Lot. On the south side
of Bishop’s Brook, at its junction with the Abbott Run River,
and about a mile south of East Cumberland, was situated this
ancient manufactory. Its name is said to have originated from
the fact, that the small pools of water hereabouts were tinged
with iron rust, caused no doubt from the iron-ore with which the
hills abounded. A popular name at one time was the ‘Fog Mill’,
the locality being peculiarly subject to fogs. Bishop’s Brook
being a small stream, additional power was obtained by cutting
a trench along the base of the hill to the old furnace-dam, a
half mile above this place, and a fall of fourteen feet was
obtained.
The Walcotts, a family quite famous in their day, built a factory
in 1820. It was a wooden structure, 30 x 40 feet, one story high,
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with an L, 16 x 24 feet; afterwards, another similar L was added.
They commenced operations with sixteen power-looms, the yarn
being spun at Hawkins. They continued operations until 1832,
when Benjamin Crowningshield commenced the manufacture of
cotton-bats, and continued until 1836. Since this time the mill
has been torn down, and the privilege unimproved. Before
removing, nails were made here for a few years. A singular fact
connected with the Walcott family, is that they all died very
suddenly, commencing with the youngest, and following up in
regular order, without a single break, to the oldest. Oliver was
a great leaper, and it is said of him, that a beam, placed as
high as he could reach with his hand, he would easily clear with
a running jump.
About a half mile south of East Cumberland, upon the west side
of Abbott’s Run, and a little south of the foot-bridge,
anciently stood an old foundry and smelting works, erected in
1736. The ore was carted here from the ore mine, a few miles
west of this place. At this time this was by far the largest
foundry in the country. It was run under the license from King
George II. Cannon were made here that did service at Louisburg.
After the Revolution, the business was discontinued, and the
privilege remains unimproved. The remains of the old dam are
still visible.
On the west side of Diamond Hill, and the northern branch of the
west fork of Abbott’s Run, is located what is known as Grant’s
Mill. The Tower family had a nail factory and a saw-mill, which
they ran before the Revolution. The nail business was quite
extensively carried on here, the iron being obtained at Taunton.
The mill was situated a few rods south of the present mill.
Joseph Brown owned and ran the privilege a few years. Samuel
Grant purchased the property, and owned it when it was swept
away by a great flood. Joseph Grant built a new saw and grist
mill about 1818. It was a hundred feet above the site of the old
mill, and is standing to-day, the property of Fenner Grant, who
purchased it in 1848. In the extreme northeastern portion of the
town, is situated Tingley’s Mills. The eastern fork of the
Abbott Run River passed through the place. Upon this stream,
directly east of Diamond Hill, many years ago stood a saw-mill.
Job Hathaway owned and operated it for many years, having
inherited it from his father. The mill was torn down in 1863,
and a carriage-shop erected by W. S. White, who now owns and
runs it.
A short distance below this place, at an early day stood a gristmill, erected by a Mr. Hathaway. His son subsequently purchased
it, and operated it for some years. It changed hands several
times, and finally came into the possession of John Arnold, who
purchased it about 1870. About a mile above the new village of
Lonsdale, on the old Mendon road as it crosses a small stream,
is situated Peck’s Mill. Levi Peck commenced to spin yarn here
about the year 1810. The water power was not sufficient to run
the mill successfully, and it was abandoned for spinning
purposes. A saw-mill has been in operation here, winters only.
No material improvements have been made here, and it remains to-
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day unchanged.
Happy Hollow is situated a short distance east of Valley Falls,
on the Abbott Run River. Its name is said to have its origin
from the fact that in the early days of manufacturing, and before
the town had public guardians of the peace, a set of men living
here at the time used to be quite boisterous when in their cups.
The selectmen of the place used to cause their arrest and
confinement in the old sizing-house, where they used to sing and
howl, making night hideous with their drunken revelry. Hence,
the appellation of Happy Hollow. A small cotton factory was
started here in 1818, by Crawford Titus. It was a wooden
structure, two stories high, with basement, and contained about
2,000 spindles. In 1825 a square brick mill was built, adjoining
the old mill, by Harris & Titus. This firm failed in 1829, or
thereabouts. In 1834 the property passed into the possession of
Crawford Allen, Milton S. Moss, Benjamin Fessenden, and George
Nightingale. It is still running under this firm-title. The
brick mill is a beautiful three-story structure, with tower or
belfry rising from centre of building. The two mills contain
4,500 spindles, and turn out 20,000 yards of print-cloths per
week. A short distance south of Diamond Hill, and upon the west
fork of Abbott Run, Jason Newell put up a saw-mill, about the
year 1820. A fulling-mill had been in operation years before,
and continued until 1838, when it was destroyed by fire. Mr.
Newell moved a dam a few rods down the stream, and then built a
new saw-mill and a small factory 25 x 40 feet, two stories high.
It was occupied at first as a machine-shop, and leased by Jesse
Whiting. He made forge machinery, and operated a trip-hammer by
water-power. A Mr. Abbott then leased the building, and drew
lead pipe by a peculiar process of his own invention, but it did
not prove a success. Allen Haskill leased the building and put
in six looms, and commenced the manufacture of negro cloth. In
1858 the mill was partially destroyed by fire, but immediately
rebuilt, and was leased by Arnold & Sheldon, who occupied it as
a sash and blind factory. Subsequently, Tisdale & Thayer
operated it in the manufacture of cotton-bats. Alfred Peck then
leased it, and occupied it about four years as a boat-shop. Since
this time, the mill has remained idle. The saw-mill has been run
by Mr. Newell ever since its erection, in 1838.
Abbott’s, once Rawson’s, a woolen factory, 50 x 30 feet, two and
a half stories high, with basement, was first built here in 1840,
by Rawson & Crowningshield. It was operated by them until 1857,
when Mr. Crowningshield died. William M. Rawson, the surviving
partner, has run it since, manufacturing cotton-yarn. This is a
small hamlet, situated upon Abbott’s Run, about three-quarters
of a mile above Hawkins. The New York and New England Railroad
has a station here, known as Abbott’s.
Rhode Island Horseshoe Company, located at Valley Falls,
commenced business in 1867, under the name of Union Horseshoe
Company. They erected fine and commodious buildings on Dyer
Street, just below the Point-street Bridge. The sold out, and
the present company was organized in 1872. This new company
erected large and convenient building near the river, and west

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

61

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

CUMBERLAND

RHODE ISLAND

of the railroad. They manufacture an excellent style of horse
and mule shoe, that finds a ready sale in all the markets of the
country. The officers of the company are: F. W. Carpenter,
President; C. H. Perkins, Agent; R. W. Comstock, Secretary.
Boat-building used to form an important feature in the
manufacturing industries of the town.
In 1790, Alexander Thompson moved into the town from Providence,
and brought with him an industry that became one of the leading
features in the town, that of boat-building. It is said that in
1815 there could be counted within a short distance of East
Cumberland and Diamond Hill no less than nineteen boat-shops.
The principal boats manufactured here were yawls, surf, and
whale boats. These found a market at Boston, Warren, and
Providence. This industry was continued until 1860, when it was
abandoned.

Mines, Quarries, &c.
It is generally conceded by geologists that there is no town in
New England that is richer in mineral productions than
Cumberland. So well was this fact established, that the name
bestowed upon the town was taken from Cumberland, Eng; a place
which is said to contain more traces of the various valuable
metals than any other in England. Beside the new Staples Road,
on the north side, Mr. James H. Rickard, in blasting rocks,
discovered lead and silver. No material efforts have as yet been
made, however, to investigate the matter. A short distance west
of this spot, some traces of magnesia have been found, but in
no paying quantities. Perhaps further investigation might lead
to some interesting results. A short distance east of the copper
mine, parties have mined for smoky quartz, a species that is
very
rare.
The
specimens
found
here
were
beautifully
crystallized.
A soapstone mine was opened just back of Mowry Staples’s house,
and tons of this article were sent to Providence and other
places, to be used as a lining for furnaces. The business,
however, has been discontinued since the introduction of clay
for the same purpose. The mine remains to-day unimproved. On the
land owned by Joseph Burlingame is located the celebrated goldmine. This mine was opened by General Leach of Massachusetts.
He found that the mine contained nothing but iron pyrites. The
general soon learned, to his great loss, that it is ‘not all
gold that glitters’. No doubt that when Mr. Tower discovered the
copper-mine he thought that he had found gold, and so earnestly
did he entertain the idea, that he spent a fortune in a vain
search for the precious metal. In regard to the copper-mine, it
may be interesting to read the following facts: A tunnel 250
feet long was run into the hill, while shafts of more than one
hundred feet deep are found here. The mine remains unimproved,
and is a monument of disappointed hopes.
The celebrated iron mountain is situated about a mile and a half
north of Cumberland Hill. The ore is quite pure, and
considerable quantities were dug and used in foundries in years
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past. General Leach used quantities of it in his foundry in
Massachusetts, and thought quite favorably of it. There is some
talk of building a railroad to the place for the better
transportation of this product. Should this enterprise be
carried into effect, it will undoubtedly open a new branch of
industry, profitable to the people of the town. This ore-bed is
said to be largest in New England. South of this place, a sort
of loadstone has been found, and is said to be of great purity.
Limestone is also found here on Copper-Mine Hill. No experiment
as yet has been made as to its commercial value.
It is an undisputed fact that the town of Cumberland affords a
rich field for the study of the geologist, and no doubt that
important discoveries may yet be made here. The coal-mine, so
celebrated in Cumberland history, was situated at the junction
of High Street and the old Mendon Road, about a mile east of
Lonsdale, and a short distance above Valley Falls. Timothy W.
Dexter, while digging a well, came upon a black rock, which an
Englishman, passing by at the time, pronounced as coal. A grate
was obtained, and it was found that it would burn for a short
time, and then smoulder out. This was in 1807. A company was
afterwards formed, consisting of Benjamin G. and Timothy W.
Dexter, Elisha Waterman, and Benjamin Walcott. They sunk a
shaft, and found coal in large quantities. This was about 1838.
This shaft was erected about three rods from Mrs. Dexter’s house
in her front yard, on the north side of the road, a few rods
east of the three-hundred-foot shaft. When about one hundred
feet deep, Benjamin Dexter, a son of Timothy, was killed, and
the work abandoned. A company from Portland, Me., took hold of
the mine, and commenced operations in the three-hundred-foot
shaft. They continued to work it for a short time, when another
company was formed, and sunk the shaft deeper. Joseph Mason lost
his life in the mine, and it was again abandoned. The coal was
found unprofitable for fuel purposes, and the people of
Cumberland used to say that when the angel should sound his
trumpet, and the earth be enveloped in one grand conflagration,
that they would preserve themselves from the ravages of the
fiery elements, by perching themselves upon a heap of Cumberland
coal. The Blackstone coal-mine has proved more successful, and
yields remunerative profit to the company now working it. Thirty
years ago, a Mr. Chase, while digging a cellar for a house, came
upon a bed of coal, which looked so promising, that the attempt
to build was abandoned, and a stock company was formed to work
the mine. The company styled itself the ‘Blackstone Mining
Company’. They leased the land, and commenced operations twenty
years ago. C. N. & J. L. Clark purchased the property, and have
since continued to operate it. The coal is ground into facing,
and is considered a first-class article. The company have
erected
commodious
buildings,
and
have
made
extensive
excavations. At present, the company turn out one hundred
barrels of facing per week, which is shipped to every part of
the United States. The article is known as No. 13, a grade finer
than bolted flour.
Northwesterly from Diamond Hill is situated a granite quarry,
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containing the finest quality of stone for building purposes in
New England. The great bridge in process of construction at
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., has its foundation stones from this quarry.
The contract was awarded by the committee only after a severe
test had been made of the stone by scientific men. They
pronounced it the best among a hundred specimens from as many
different quarries in the United States. The Diamond Hill
Granite Company was chartered June, 1877, George F. Wilson,
President. The company have built a half-mile railroad
connecting with the main road at Diamond Hill. A forty-horsepower engine is used hoisting cars and operating the drills. A
large amount of money has been expended here and the vast
enterprise is now upon a permanent foundation and has a destiny
of undoubted success in the future.

Ashton.
This thriving little place is situated on the Blackstone River,
two and a half miles above Lonsdale. The Lonsdale Company
purchased land here in 1863, and in 1867 erected a fine large,
brick structure 348 x 90 feet, four stories high, surmounted
with a French roof. At the north end of the mill is attached the
motive power, which consists of water-wheels of the newest and
most improved pattern, and a Corliss steam-engine of three
hundred horse-power. In the centre of the mill rises two
beautiful towers, in one of which is a fine bell of peculiar
sweetness in tone. To the south of the mill is a fine and
commodious office, and still south of the office is a large and
beautiful storehouse. The Providence and Worcester Railroad runs
close
by
the
mill,
affording
ample
convenience
for
transportation to and from the mill. A neat and convenient
station is found here, similar in design to that at Berkeley.
The mill company have several beautiful brick buildings for the
accommodations for fifty boarders. A prominent feature in their
mill is the excellent arrangement in case of fire. Each floor
can be deluged at once, and the employees are afforded means of
escape independent of the towers. A store or two furnishes
supplies for the operatives, and a few houses belonging to
private
individuals,
together
with
the
mill
and
its
surroundings, constitute the main part of Ashton. The mill has
40,000 spindles and manufactures fine shirtings, known in market
as ‘Lonsdale Company’s Cambric Muslin’. Mr. George Sparhawk is
Assistant Superintendent.
Berkeley is situated about half mile below Ashton, on the east
side of Providence and Worcester Railroad, which runs between
the village and the Blackstone River. The name of the place was
bestowed upon it by R. H. Ives, in honor of Bishop Berkeley. The
elegant mill here was erected in 1872. Its dimensions are 300 x
90 feet, four stories high, with an L 20 x 90 feet, three stories
high. It contains a beautiful Corliss engine of five hundred
horse power. The mill contains 40,000 spindles and manufactures
the finest class of cotton goods, -- cambric muslins and fine
shirtings. The company have numerous fine tenements for the
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accommodation of their employees. The mill is connected by
telegraph with Ashton and Lonsdale. The firm-title of the
company is the ‘Berkeley Manufacturing Company’, Goddard & Page,
Agents, and A. P. Sisson, Superintendent.
Cumberland Hill is situated in the northwestern part of the
town, about a mile east of Manville. This village was anciently
the seat of the town government, and even yet the district
election is held here. Up to 1868, the town council met here,
but since that time they hold their meetings in Valley Falls.
Cumberland Hill contains a tavern, a store, two churches, and a
bank, the only one in the town. This institution was chartered
in 1822, and went into operation May, 1823. Its capital stock
was $50,000. President, Wm. Gillson; Cashier, Alexander Ballou.
The stock has been increased several times. In 1865, it was
changed to a national bank. At this time, Otis D. Ballou was
president. Its present officers are: President, Davis Cooke;
Cashier, George Cooke, elected in 1839. Capital stock, $125,000.
Dog-Hill was a name given to the place some years ago, and its
history is a little amusing. This grew out of a celebrated dogsuit that was held here. A farmer owned a very vicious dog, and
he was accustomed to run out at every person that chanced to
pass by. Finally, a neighbor shot the dog, and a suit was brought
by the owner of the animal for damages. A great crowd had
gathered to witness the proceedings. The justice seemed to be
in sympathy with the party that shot the ‘pup’, as his final
decision clearly demonstrates. He decided that the dog’s skin
should be stuffed, and sold to the highest bidder, and the
proceeds invested in rum for the whole party. This was done, and
the stuffed ‘dorg’ was sold and resold several times, and the
proceeds invested in treating the crowd. The result was a
general good time, and the plaintiff undoubtedly forgot the loss
of his favorite dog in the hilarities of the occasion.
A short distance east of the above-mentioned village, upon land
owned by Lyman Burlingame, stands an interesting clump of rocks.
These primitive rocks have been thrown up by the convulsions of
nature into many fantastic shapes. Several caverns are found
here, the largest of which is familiarly known as ‘Mollie’s Bedroom’. This used to be a famous Indian resort, and this mass of
rocks is called Indian Rocks.

Diamond Hill.
This elevation of land is situated between the east and west
forks of Abbott’s Run, in the northern part of the town. Here
is found the largest mass of crystallized quartz in New England.
Among its rocks are a great number of metals. Iron-ore was dug
here a great many years ago, and a Mr. Lapham, who had a
smelting-furnace at Manville, tested it, and pronounced it of
excellent quality, but not of sufficient quantity to render it
profitable. Mr. John Gould owned the entire hill at one time,
and spent considerable time and money searching for the precious
metals, with no great success.
On the western side of the hill is an abrupt cliff, of great
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height. A party of hunters were in pursuit of a deer, and the
dogs drove the poor creature on to the brow of this cliff. Seeing
death in the rear, and escape almost impossible in front, the
affrighted creature leaped over the cliff, and disappeared in
the chasm beneath. The dogs, eager for their prey, worked
themselves part way down the precipice, and landed upon a cliff
from which it was impossible for them to return. The hunters saw
their dilemma, and set their wits to work to devise some means
to recover them. A novel idea struck them, and they hastened
away to a farmer’s house near by, and procuring a rope and the
services of one of his slaves, they returned to the brow of the
cliff. The fastened the rope to the body of the negro, and
lowered him over the precipice to the spot where the dogs were
imprisoned. He took one under each arm, and the men above hoisted
negro and dogs, and landed them safely upon terra firma. The
deer was found near the brook at the base of the hill. The poor
beast was found to have broken three legs in his desperate leap
for liberty, and yet was still alive, and battled hard to escape
his prisoners.
Diamond Hill Village is situated in the northern part of the
town, and nearly south of Diamond Hill. It contains a hotel and
store, in which is located the post-office, established here in
1852. The Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad was built
through the village in 1877, and its influence is already felt
in the new impulse noticeable in all its varied industries. New
houses are being erected, and the future of this little village
is destined to a successful progress.
East Cumberland, formerly Arnold’s Mills, is situated a short
distance from Diamond Hill, in a southeasterly direction, and
upon the Abbott Run River. The view here is very fine, and the
grand old elms standing in front of many of the residences, tell
the story of centuries past. The Arnold family improved the
privilege for several generations, and gave the original name
to the place. In 1873, a post-office was established here, as
East Cumberland. It has been discontinued, however, for the past
year.
1734, Richard Atwell sold the privilege to William Walcott,
Daniel Wilkinson, and James Streeter, reserving to himself a
quarter-interest in the privilege. These parties immediately
erected a saw-mill. Afterwards they sold out to Amos Arnold, and
it remained in his family several generations. A grist-mill was
erected opposite the saw-mill, which was operated until 1862.
Joseph and Ebenezer Metcalf built a machine-shop here in 1825,
which is still standing. They made cotton-machinery, and a
specialty of spinning-frames, which were famous in their day.
In 1840, Mowry Taft and Charles B. Carpenter purchased the
property, but made no improvements. These parties sold out in
1850 to Charles Metcalf, who made one spinning-frame, and it was
said to be a very fine one. Since that time, the building has
stood idle. In the meantime the old dam became dilapidated, and
in 1875 Simeon Derry built a new dam, which is a very fine one
indeed. This was the first improvement for twenty-five years.
Mr. Derry has also erected a carriage salesroom.
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The Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad passes through the
place, and adds to the commercial importance of the village. On
the site of the old saw-mill we have mentioned, Lewis Arnold
operated a trip-hammer by water-power. He used to work up old
iron into picks, chains, bars, &c., This business has long since
been discontinued. The remains of ditches are seen here, the
work of Lewis, John and Jabez Walcott. They were built in the
last century for irrigating purposes, and were considered a
marvel in those early days. Dr. Metcalf was early settled here
as a physician, and left a son, Draper, who practiced here a
lifetime. Dr. Benjamin Tingley has been a resident physician
here since 1873, and enjoys an excellent reputation. A short
distance west of this place is the William Bishop house. He was
one of the first Methodists in America, and here the early
circuit-rider found a friend and a home. The first Methodist
sermon preached in the town was at this house. His family still
cling to the faith of their ancestor.
Hawkins is situated on the Abbott Run, three miles above Robin
Hollow. About 1813, John Walcott and Dr. Nathaniel Potter, built
a factory here. It was a plain wooden structure, 40 x 30 feet,
two stories high, with basement. It was operated in the
manufacture of cotton-yarn. Mr. Potter died in 1825, when the
Walcotts ran the mill until 1840. In 1818 four upright looms
were set up in this factory. They were made by John Thorp, a
native of the town, and one of the best natural mechanics of his
day. These looms ran about a year, when they were cut down to
the Scottsman’s flat loom. The mill contained some six hundred
spindles. The Walcotts discontinued business about 1840, and in
1845 the mill was destroyed by fire. The privilege remained
unimproved until 1850, when it was purchased by William Hawkins,
who erected a saw and grist mill. In 1870, the present owner,
G. W. Hawkins, bought the property, and has since operated the
mills.
Lonsdale is situated in the south part of the town upon the line
of the Providence and Worcester Railroad. The Lonsdale Company
erected here, in 1860, a fine, large brick mill, 250 x 50 feet,
four stories high, with attic. In 1871 they built another
beautiful mill, 192 x 90 feet, four stories high. The two mills
contain 54,000 spindles, and turn out a fine quality of
sheetings. Numerous fine tenements have been erected for the
accommodation of their army of operatives. The mills and town
are lighted with gas, manufactured at the company’s works.
Lonsdale, like Ashton, is owned by the Lonsdale Manufacturing
Company, the Goddard Bros., Agents. Gilbert W. Pratt, Assistant
Superintendent. The old oak-tree in Lonsdale is an historical
relic of the past. It is held in great veneration by the citizens
of the place, and an iron railing has been placed around it. The
tree is supposed to be three hundred years old, but is now [1878]
rapidly going to decay. It is said, by good authorities, that
these trees are one hundred years maturing, they flourish
another hundred, and decay in the third and last hundred years.
In 1843, quite an eccentric clergyman, a fine scholar, however,
by the name of James C. Richmond, while passing this oak, noticed
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the natural advantages of the place, and appointed a religious
meeting to be held under its branches. When the day arrived, an
immense crowd assembled, and the meetings were continued, under
the auspices of Mr. Richmond, for some time. At this time,
Millerism was predestining the end of all sublunary things, and
the fallacy of its peculiar ideas were warmly opposed by Elder
Richmond.
Manville is situated on the Blackstone River, near the
Woonsocket and Lincoln line. Manufacturing was started at quite
an early date. Before the Revolution a saw and grist mill was
in operation, as also a foundry and smelting furnace. The ore
was obtained from the iron mountain, a few miles distant, and
worked up into cannon-balls. It stood between Nos. 2 and 3 mill,
and was operated by a Mr. Lapham. The old grist and saw mill
just in front of No. 2, years afterward a tannery, was owned and
operated by a Mr. Bartlett. This stood on the site of the present
No. 3 mill. These buildings were removed when the present mill
was built, in 1872, and the other old buildings disappeared in
1826, upon the building of No. 2 mill.
The Farmers’ Company erected a mill known as No. 1, 35 x 118
feet, three stories high. It occupied the site of the present
company’s office, and was removed to its present location, and
a basement added, about fifteen years since. They sold out to
Samuel Mann, who afterwards had a partner, and ran under the
firm-name of Johnson and Mann. In 1826 they built the No. 2 mill,
40 x 300 feet, and five stories high, with basement; since which
time two large Ls have been added. In 1840 the mills were leased
to Harkness & Stead for twenty years. The firm continued to
occupy the property until 1856. In 1859 it was sold to Harvey &
Chace, who conducted the business until 1863, when a new company
was chartered, known as the ‘Manville Company’. In 1872 this
company built the large mill that is now operated by them. This
is said to be the largest mill under one roof in the United
States. It is a fine brick structure, 97 x 800 feet, five stories
high, and contains 125,000 spindles, and 2,500 narrow looms. The
mill has two towers on the river side, rising above the roof of
the mill. There are two similar towers on the other side, not
yet completed. The mill has every convenience for escape in case
of fire. Its motive power is obtained by the use of four of the
largest Laffell wheels. The company have in contemplation the
erection of a sixteen hundred horse-power engine, and operates
twenty thousand spindles. The No. 1 mill is run by water-power,
and operates six thousand spindles. All of these mills are
engaged, principally, in the manufacture of sheetings.

Valley Falls.
As early as 1810, William Harris built a cotton factory here,
108 x 40 feet, three stories high, with a capacity for 4,000
spindles. Mr. Harris continued operations until 1829, when he
became somewhat involved. He effected a compromise with his
creditors, and continued operations until 1831, when the mill
was destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt in 1834, and was operated
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by Crawford Allen & Co. From 1837 to 1840 it was leased, and
afterwards purchased, by Messrs. Chace. The first mill was a
wooden structure, and the second one was built of stone. It was
108 x 50 feet, and five stories high. Large additions have been
made, and the mills together contain 18,000 spindles, and turn
out 2,500 pieces of print-cloths weekly. The firm -title is the
‘Valley Falls Manufacturing Company’. A. B. Chace, Treasurer.
The village of Valley Falls is a flourishing centre, and its
railroad facilities are second only to those of the metropolis.

Secret Societies.
Sons of Temperance, No. 30, was organized in 1866, with thirty
members. Samuel O. Chace, W. P. At present the society has a
membership of seventy-five. William Rose, W. P. The society
meets in a fine hall, erected by the Valley Falls Company.
St., Joseph’s Total Abstinence Society is also located at
Ashton. It was organized in 1873. President, John Murray. It has
at present one hundred and ten members, and is in every respect
a worthy institution, and is in a flourishing condition.
Sovereigns of Industry. This society is of a secret nature, and
has a representation of some twenty families.
Ashton Lodge, No. 3, I. O. G. T., was instituted or charted Aug.
3, 1877, with thirty-five charter members. Present membership
is sixty. The lodge meets every Wednesday evening in the chapel
at Ashton.
Education.
In 1839, at the January session of the General Assembly, a
school-law was passed, under which the town of Cumberland
elected, in June following, a school board, consisting of
fifteen members. The board organized by electing Olney Ballou,
President, and Fenner Brown, Secretary. The apportioned
$1,052.84 among the districts of the town, in 1839. In June,
1841, the town was divided into twenty districts. In July, 1877,
the committee apportioned $10,020. This increase of means for
the support of the school system evinces a growing interest in
the subject of education, and, on a continuance of this liberal
sentiment, will depend its future prosperity. The town has, as
a general thing, fine and commodious school buildings, which are
under the charge of competent and accomplished teachers.
The Ballou Meeting-House. This ancient building was erected in
1700, and is without doubt the oldest church building in the
State. It remains unaltered, excepting the outside, which has
been renewed. The pews, altar, and gallery are unique in design.
A cemetery of three acres borders on the north base of Iron
Mountain, and contains the remains of the early pioneers of this
section of the town. A neat wall encircles this hallowed spot.
This church obtained a deed of the land in 1732, from James
Ballou. The pastor at this time was Josiah Cooke, who remained
its pastor for forty-five years. Nathaniel Cooke was pastor for
about forty years; and Abner Ballou for thirty-five years. Elder
Place was pastor for a short time. There has been no settled
pastor since. At present all denominations are privileged to
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hold service here. A small Sabbath school, under the supervision
of the Episcopals, is held each Sunday. Rev. A. Ballou, at the
age of eighteen years, preached his first sermon in this
building. Mrs. Susannah Harris, the last surviving charter
member, gave Isaac C. Ballou a trustee deed of the house and
lot; the house to be used for all Protestant denominations, a
preference to be given to the faith of the donor. This instrument
was effected when the old lady had reached the great age of 100
years; although feeble in body, her mental powers were undimmed.
Mr. Ballou has faithfully adhered to the conditions of the trust
so sacredly placed upon him. The Old Baptist Church at Abbott’s
was situated on the east side of the Lanesville road, upon the
site now [1878] occupied by D.A. Thompson’s house. It was built
about the year 1700. It was a wooden structure, two stories high,
with a large gallery. Its size was 30 x 60 feet, and it was torn
down in 1825. Under an oak-tree that stood in front of this
church, the celebrated Jemima Wilkinson made her first speech,
and was listened to with attention.
The Baptist Catholic Society was chartered January, 1797. It
held its meetings during warm weather in the shade of the old
oak-tree at Lonsdale. These meetings were discontinued about
1860.
The Baptist Church at Valley Falls was organized Sept. 3, 1832,
with twenty-five members. Rev. Dr. R.E. Patterson of Providence
preached the sermon. Rev. Amos Lefavor of Connecticut was their
first pastor, at a salary of three hundred dollars per year, the
church agreeing to remove his family and household goods to
Valley Falls, and furnish a tenement free of expense. The church
joined the Warren Association in 1833. Rev. B. P. Byram took
charge Jan. 15, 1840. The new house of worship was dedicated
Jan. 14, 1840. Rev. Mr. Welch of Warren preached the ordination
sermon. Rev. Dr. John Dowling of Providence preached the
dedicatory sermon. A colony from the church was organized into
an independent church at Lonsdale the same year. Rev. Mr. Byram
was succeeded by Rev. Phineas Bond in 1850. The pastors have
been Revs. George Silver, J. G. Richardson, A. W. Ashley, George
Gill, Henry W. Jones, C. W. Burnham, and Edwin W. Wheeler, the
present pastor, who took charge Oct. 1, 1874. The church and
Sunday school united in an effort, during the year 1877, to
rebuild their house of worship, which was most successfully
accomplished. Its present membership in one hundred and fifty.
The Sabbath school has a membership of two hundred and eightynine. The library consists of twelve hundred volumes.
The Cumberland Catholic Baptist Society was chartered 1795.
Abner Bartlett and Whipple Levitt gave them an acre of land on
the west side of the Mendon Road, a short distance south of the
present church. A church was built from the proceeds of a
lottery. It was built about 1800; size, 36 x 38 feet. About 1840,
the town offered to repair the building, provided the society
would allow them the use of it for elections and other public
meetings. The society agreed to do so, and the town fulfilled
its agreement and took possession of part of the building. The
town meetings were held here until the building was destroyed
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by fire, about the year 1858. An interesting question of law is
now [1878] at issue, whether the town is obliged to replace the
building.
This society used to hold meetings under the old oak-tree at
Lonsdale. Upon the same lot a few influential men erected a
school-house. It was chartered as the Cumberland School-house,
in 1795. It did not make much progress, and in 1800 another
charter was obtained as the Cumberland Academy Company. A
building was put up about this time. In February, 1814, another
charter was obtained as Cumberland Union School Company. In
1819, another charter was obtained for a new society, the
Cumberland Literary Society. This united with the other society
in sustaining a library in connection with the school. These two
societies continued quite flourishing a number of years. After
the establishment of the public-school system, in 1839, and the
building of district school-houses, the year following, the
enterprise went down. The building was sold and moved off the
land. It is still standing and used as a dwelling-house. Its
dimensions were 24 x 44 feet, one story high.
The Cumberland Hill Baptist Church was formed July, 1841. Rev.
church had thirty members, and seventy in the Sabbath school; a
library of two hundred and twenty-five volumes. Rev. James W.
Russell accepted the pastoral charge June 2, 1850. Its pastors
have been Rev. Frederick Wiley, Rev. J. D. Donovan, Rev. J. P.
Burbank, Rev. Mathew Colvin, Rev. J. G. Richardson, Rev. C.
Bray, who closed his pastorate about 1870; since that time it
has been supplied. It is a large, commodious building, with
belfry. It cost about $3,000. It was chartered October, 1844,
and is located on the west side of the Mendon road, nearly
opposite the Episcopal church.
The Friends Meeting House. This house of worship was built in
1809, principally through the liberality of Samuel Hill. It is
a two-story building, about thirty feet square. This is probably
the largest society of Friends in the State. This house is used
by the society of Friends regularly on their days of worship.
The history of this society commences with the settlement of
this place in early times, and the descendants of these early
pioneers still hold to this grand old faith. This house is
located on the west side of the Lanesville Road, about half a
mile south of East Cumberland village, upon the brow of a sharp
hill, south of which is a series of burial-grounds. An
interesting feature in this repository of the dead, is the fact
that there are monuments without an inscription, and are yet,
even with the ground, telling the simple story of loved ones at
rest.
The Methodist Church was built in 1828; enlarged in 1848. It is
a two-story building, 36 x 60 feet; situated west of the village
of East Cumberland, on the Attleborough Road. A cemetery of a
few acres is just west of the church, and is neatly laid out.
The first settled pastor was Peter Sabin, in 1833. Rev. Philo
Hawkes is the present pastor. Its present membership is seventyfive. It has a flourishing Sabbath school. The church was
chartered in 1867.
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The Old Episcopal Chapel stands on the east side of the Mendon
Road, opposite the Episcopal church. It is a plain structure,
60 x 25 feet, one story high. It is used as a reading-room by
the library association of this place.
St. John’s Episcopal Church is situated on the Mendon Road, on
the brow of the hill, a little to the north of the village of
Ashton. It was erected in 1868, at a cost of $6,000. It is a
plain gothic building. It is beautifully finished on the inside,
and will seat 300. Rev. D. G. Anderson was missionary pastor at
first. Rev. R. B. Booth was first settled pastor in 1869. He was
followed by Rev. N. P. Balcom, and he by Rev. Robert Murray, in
1874. The society was organized at the time the building was
erected. Present membership about seventy.
St. Mary’s Episcopal Mission Church was erected in 1877, at a
cost of $4,000. It is a neat wooden structure, 30 x 48 feet,
standing upon a lot 60 x 100 feet, which was given by Mrs. Fenner
Brown. Mrs. William A. Weeden has interested herself in building
this church, and to her efforts the building owes its existence.
The building is owned by the diocese. A flourishing Sabbath
school is held in the building, of which Mrs. Weeden is
superintendent. The house has not as yet received its furniture.
The bishop will open the house in the spring of 1878.
Cumberland Universalist Church was erected May, 1873, at Chapel
Four Corners. It is a neat wooden structure, 27 x 35 feet. It
was dedicated August, 1873, and cost $2,800. A small but
interesting Sabbath school in connected with this church, of
which Mrs. Sarah C. Carpenter is superintendent. To this lady’s
energy the church owes its existence. This church stands upon
the northwest corner of the junction of the streets.
The Universalist Sabbath-School Society was organized in 1868,
with sixty members; chartered in January, 1872. Alex S. Arnold
was the first and present superintendent. Its present membership
is one hundred. This society owns a small wooden chapel,
situated on the east side of Broad Street, a short distance from
the river-bridge in Valley Falls. Its dimensions are 50 x 32
feet, with an L., sixteen feet square; and cost including lot,
$3,000.
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church was erected in 1871, at a
cost of $8,000. It is a wooden structure of a very peculiar
construction. It is plainly furnished, and will seat about six
hundred persons. It is situated midway between Ashton and
Berkeley, on the Mendon Road. Near it is a neat little parsonage
and school-building, designed for the education of Catholic
children. Father Fitzsimons was the first, and is the present
pastor.
St. Patrick’s Church. This beautiful church and parish are
situated near the river, about half-way between Valley Falls and
Lonsdale, and are the result of the labors of Father Delaney of
Pawtucket, and the liberal support of the friends of the
Catholic faith. It was built in 1860, and dedicated, with
appropriate ceremonies, in July, 1861. The parish numbers 3,500
souls, and has a fine Sunday school, numbering some five hundred
pupils. A building, nearly completed, is to contain a beautiful
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hall, while the lower floor is to be devoted to school purposes.
At the dedication, Father O’Gorman succeeded to the pastoral
charge of the parish, and remained until 1864, when he was
succeeded by Father Mullen, who remained until 1868, when Father
O’Rieley [sic] took charge of the parish, and remained until
1872. Rev. Father Kane succeeded him, and is the present
incumbent. Both church and society are in a prosperous and
flourishing condition, and under the excellent management of
their present active and energetic pastor, are destined to an
undoubted success in the future.
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