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And yet — in fact you need only draw a single thread
at any point you choose out of the fabric of life
and the run will make a pathway across the whole,
and down that wider pathway each of the other threads
will become successively visible, one by one.

— Heimito von Doderer, DIE DÂIMONEN
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March 26, Sunday: American attacks were staged on the English settlements at Longmeadow, Marlborough, 
and Simsbury. Mendon and Wrentham were evacuated. Although the citizens of Marlborough had become war 
refugees, it was decided that due to the strategic location a garrison of soldiers would need to maintain 
themselves in a fortified house there.

After the Plymouth force had staged its assault on the principal village of the Narragansett in the Great Swamp 
near South Kingstown, Rhode Island, the surviving Narragansett –who had to this point been neutral– of 
necessity had joined with the surviving Wampanoag. That Great Swamp Fight had taken the lives, by some 
accounts, of some 300 braves and almost 400 women and children. During the following spring the merged 
groups were seeking their vengeance. Captain Michael Peirce of Scituate led a detachment in pursuit of 
Miantonomi’s son, the sachem Canonchet, at Quisnicket near Pawtucket, but within the original limits of 
Bristol County (this happened near what is now Lincoln Woods Park in Lincoln, Rhode Island). They had 
marched to Taunton, and then along the Old Seacunke Road to Rehoboth (East Providence), and then had come 
north along the east side of the Seekonk. On this day a war party led by chief sachem Canonchet successfully 
ambushed and overwhelmed Captain Pierce’s company of approximately 63 or 65 Englishmen and 20 native 
Cape Cod auxiliaries on the banks of the Blackstone River in present-day Central Falls somewhere near 

1676

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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Lonsdale, at a ford in the river in a heavily wooded area.1 Several of the native American guides from Cape 
Cod were able to escape alive by various subterfuges. Actually, it seems the American natives lost more 
warriors in this fight than the English. Supposedly, nine of the white warriors were captured and would be 
conveyed to a spot in Cumberland that now goes under the name “Nine Men’s Misery,” and there killed.2 

A messenger had been sent to Providence for aid, before the ambush, but had been, according to tradition, 
too pious to interrupt a church service in progress when he arrived. After he had waited outside the church for 
hours while the long service proceeded, his message was too late the relief force being able only to bury the 
scalped bodies. (A few days later Canonchet would be captured and executed.)

1. It would appear that at least some of the white soldiers who were cut down fighting back-to-back in that “double-double ring” 
were Quakers who had abandoned their Peace Testimony for the duration of the race war — because Benjamin Tompson would 
memorialize them as such in his canto “New-Englands Tears For Her Present Miseries”:

Here Captious ones, without their Queries lie,
The Quaker here, the Presbyterian by.
The Scruple dormant lies of thee and thou,
And most as one to Deaths dominion bow.

Among the fallen fighters whom we imagine probably to have been armed Quakers were:

— Friend Stephen Wing, Jr. of Sandwich
— Friend Samuel Bourman or Bowerman of Barnstable
— Friend John Sprague of Duxbury

2. According to Sidney Rider the common accounts of the episode are based mainly on legend. For instance, the Cumberland 
monument, which happens to be the first ever erected to American white fighters, states that these victims were the “pursued,” as 
if they had been seeking to avoid this, when actually they were very much the pursuers and had been out looking for a fight. The 
location now identified by this name on the grounds of the Edward J. Hayden library on Diamond Hill Road is highly questionable 
as having any relation to the events as they actually happened. Bicknell reports that the skulls of the nine victims were found in the 
1960s in the basement of the Rhode Island Historical Society on Brook Street in Providence, where they had been stored after being 
recovered in an 1800s antiquarian dig.

Among the skulls, that of Benjamin Buckland of Rehoboth was easy to identify, because he (like headman Taoyateduta in 
Minnesota in a subsequent race war) had a double set of teeth.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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 Elizabeth Buffum Chase and her sisters founded the Fall River Anti-Slavery Society, trekking door-to-door 
collecting signatures on petitions calling for the immediate freeing of slaves; for the following decade, until 
1845, she and her husband would hide fugitive slaves in their home at the corner of Hunt Street and Broad 
Street in Central Falls, operating as a station on the Underground Railroad.

After much soul-searching, Chase, who lost a series of five children to illness, would leave her Quaker 
monthly meeting over its refusal to take a tougher stand against slavery.

(She would eventually be brought to the opinion that “the prejudice against color, throughout New England, 
was even stronger than the pro-slavery spirit.”)

Here are the Rhode Islanders believed to have been active in the Underground Railroad:

1835
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Newport:
Jethro and Anne Mitchell (related to Maria Mitchell of Nantucket? –Jethro was born on January 27, 1784 on 
Nantucket Island)

Providence:
Robert Adams
Friend Arnold Buffum
William Buffum
Samuel B. Chase and Mrs. Elizabeth Buffum Chase
Daniel Mitchell of Foster and Pawtucket (related to Maria Mitchell of Nantucket? –her father’s name was 
William Mitchell)
Captain Jonathan Walker

The 8th national census. The slave states that would remain within the federal union had come to enslave only 
13.5% of their population, while the slave states that would form the new confederacy were at this point 
enslaving 38.7% of their population. The %age of slaves in the border slave states had been gradually 
declining, while this had been meanwhile very slowly rising farther south:

Another difference, and one that has been given insufficient attention, is that free blacks were a much more 
significant percentage of the population in Union slave states in 1860 (4.0%) than in the Confederacy (1.5%). 
In some states the free black percentages were substantial enough that serious resistance by free blacks could 
have made a difference. Delaware, for example, in 1860 while it was still a slave state, had 17.7% of its black 
population as free.3

The US census showed 174, 620 people in Rhode Island. A few years earlier, in 1845, the French Canadian 
population of the state had been about 400. Between 1860 and 1910 at least 32, 000 French Canadians would 
enter the state. Central Falls would boast 18,000 French Canadians in 1895. By 1930, of Woonsocket’s 50,000 

1860

% of Americans Enslaved

1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860

Union Slave States 27.5 24.5 22.9 22.5 21.9 19.3 16.5 13.5

States of Confederacy 35.3 35.3 37.1 37.7 38.1 38.4 38.6 38.7

3. Cramer, Clayton E. BLACK DEMOGRAPHIC DATA, 1790-1860: A SOURCEBOOK, Greenwood Publishing Group, 1997.

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
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people at least 35,000 would be of French Canadian descent. 

By 1910 the population of Germans in the state would grow to around 13,000.

When the Rhode Island Republican Party nominated an abolitionist, Seth Padelford, for governor, the party 
split. Supporters of other Republican aspirants and Republican moderates of the Lincoln variety joined with 
soft-on-slavery Democrats to elect a fusion “Conservative” candidate. They chose the heir to a vast cotton 
textile empire and a colonel in the Providence, Rhode Island, Marine Corps of Artillery, 29-year-old William 
Sprague of Cranston. When Sprague outpolled Padelford 12,278 to 10,740, the city of Savannah, Georgia fired 
off a one-hundred-gun salute in celebration of this grand victory for human enslavement.

Young Governor Sprague, when going from his office on Benefit Street to his home on the top of College Hill, 
rather than dismount at the steps on Meeting Street below Congdon Street, would urge his white horse up these 
steps full tilt.

As of 1790 the center of the human population of the USA had been a little town just about a day’s travel inland 
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from Baltimore. By this period the center of population had relocated.

(Nowadays, of course, we’ve all been coming from one or another center in Missouri.)

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


8 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

CENTRAL FALLS RI CENTRAL FALLS RI

HDT WHAT? INDEX

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: September 20, 2013

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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