NIPON
“My trip to Asia begins here in Japan for an important
reason. It begins here because for a century and a half
now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and
enduring alliances of modern times.”
— President George “Dubya” Bush to the Japanese Diet,
paragraph 4, February 18, 2002.

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY
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660 BCE
660 BCE: Byzantium was founded by Megara.
There exists multiradionuclide evidence for an extreme solar proton event having occurred during this year.
This event seems to have been something like 10 times more severe than the most recent extreme solar storm
measured by modern instruments (which would occur on February 23d, 1956).
ASTRONOMY

On February 11th of this year Jinmu, allegedly the grandson of the sun-goddess Amaterasu, allegedly declared
the inauguration of Imperial rule in Japan. This piece of world class fake news –a tall tale that, actually, would
not make an appearance in an extant Chinese-language text until one published in Japan in 720 CE– would
then, from 1600 CE until the surrender of 1945, be widely accepted by the Japanese nation as the entirely
factual truth of the matter (with any number of serious consequences).
FAKE NEWS
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1ST CENTURY BCE
100 BCE
circa 100 BCE: Rice and iron were imported into Japan by the migration of the Yayoi (related to the
Mongols), who also brought a new language and a new religion.

PLANTS

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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COMMON ERA
0 CE
0 CE: At about this point Shinto (kamino-michi), although it wasn’t yet termed that at the time, was becoming
the national religion of Japan, with the “emperor” as merely the official who led in performing its rituals and
symbolic ceremonies.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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57 CE
57 CE: According to Korean tradition, Hyokkose, the founder of the Silla kingdom, was born.
His title would be “Great Chieftain” and his responsibilities would include placating the gods. The Silla
kingdom would be organized into a system known as kolpum, or “blood status”: the high-status people were
all surnamed Pak, Sok, or Kim and could only marry within their kinship group. To the horror of the
Confucians, females could become rulers, and were active in religious leadership. Although we do not know
the relative status of the commoners (farmers, artisans, merchants, slaves) it would appear that some upward
mobility was possible, through marriage.
In this year Japan was being mentioned for the initial time, in Chinese records.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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JAPANESE EMPERORS
50CE

Jimmu

587CE-592CE

Sushun

967CE-969CE

Reizei

?CE

Suizei

592CE-628CE

Suiko

969CE-984CE

Enyu

?CE

Annei

629CE-641CE

Jomei

984CE-986CE

Kazan

?CE

Itoku

642CE-645CE

Kogyoku

986CE-1011CE

Ichijo

?CE

Kosho

645CE-654CE

Kotoku

1011CE-1016CE

Sanjo

100CE

Koan

655CE-661CE

Saimei

1016CE-1036CE

Go-Ichijo

?CE

Korei

662CE-671CE

Tenji

1036CE-1045CE

Go-Suzaku

?CE

Kogen

671CE-672CE

Kobun

1045CE-1068CE

Go-Reizei

200CE

Kaika

673CE-686CE

Kemmu

1067CE-1072CE

Go-Sanjo

219CE-249CE

Sujin

690CE-697CE

Jito

1072CE-1086CE

Shirakawa

249CE-280CE

Suinin

697CE-707CE

Mommu

1086CE-1107CE

Horikawa

280CE-316CE

Keiko

707CE-715CE

Gemmei

1107CE-1123CE

Toba

316CE-342CE

Seimu

715CE-724CE

Gensho

1123CE-1141CE

Sutoku

343CE-346CE

Chuai

724CE-749CE

Shomu

1141CE-1155CE

Konoye

346CE-395CE

Oojin

749CE-758CE

Koken

1156CE-1158CE

Go-Shirakawa

395CE-427CE

Nintoku

758CE-764CE

Junnin

1159CE-1165CE

Nijo

427CE-432CE

Richu

764CE-770CE

Shotoku

1166CE-1168CE

Rokujo

433CE-438CE

Hanzei

770CE-781CE

Konin

1169CE-1180CE

Takakura

438CE-453CE

Ingyo

781CE-806CE

Kammu

1181CE-1183CE

Antoku

453CE-456CE

Anko

806CE-824CE

Heizei

1184CE-1198CE

Go-Toba

456CE-479CE

Yuryaku

823CE-842CE

Saga

1199CE-1210CE

Tsuchimikado

480CE-484CE

Seinei

833CE-840CE

Junna

1211-1221

Juntoku

485CE-487CE

Kenzo

833CE-850CE

Nimmyo

1221-1221

Chukyo

488CE-498CE

Ninken

850CE-858CE

Montoku

1222-1232

Go-Horikawa

498CE-506CE

Buretsu

858CE-876CE

Seiwa

1233-1242

Shijo

507CE-531CE

Keitai

877CE-884CE

Yozei

1243-1246

Go-Saga

531CE-535CE

Ankan

884CE-887CE

Koko

1247-1259

Go-Fukakusa

535CE-539CE

Senka

887CE-897CE

Uda

1260-1274

Kameyama

539CE-571CE

Kimmei

897CE-930CE

Daigo

1275-1287

Go-Uda

572CE-585CE

Bidatsu

930CE-946CE

Suzaku

1288-1298

Fushimi

585CE-587CE

Yomei

946CE-967CE

Murakami

1299-1301

Go-Fushimi
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3D CENTURY
200 CE
200 CE: The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles — and also, the 1st sushi (or, at least, the 1st sushi on record).

ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLES

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: The saun-pan computing
tray was being used in China while the soroban computing tray was being used in Japan.
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JAPANESE EMPERORS
50CE

Jimmu

?CE

Suizei

?CE

Annei

?CE

Itoku

?CE

Kosho

100CE

Koan

?CE

Korei

?CE

Kogen

200CE

Kaika

219CE-249CE

Sujin

249CE-280CE

Suinin

280CE-316CE

Keiko

316CE-342CE

Seimu

343CE-346CE

Chuai

346CE-395CE

Oojin

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.
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239 CE
239 CE: The initial visit by a Japanese envoy to China. Hi there, neighbor-san!

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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250 CE
250 CE: In Japan, the Shinto shrine of Ise was originated.
At about this point, in China, Siu Yo wrote a book on arithmetic — and Hsu Yueh was preparing a commentary
on Siu Yo’s work.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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4TH CENTURY
300 CE
4th Century CE: This was the beginning of the Yamato period in Japan.

At this point the Chinese were discovering that cast iron could be created if only one would use for fuel in the
furnace coal rather than wood (the sky was the loveliest blue color, you cannot imagine).

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
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332 CE
332 CE: The emperor Constantine the Great ensuring continued cultivation of land that might otherwise be
abandoned by enacting a measure that bound tenants to country parcels. Which is to say, at one fell gesture the
great emperor created serfdom.1

1. This has been a perennial temptation. For instance, the ecological writer Masanobu Fukuoka has recently proposed that Japan’s
green problems might be solved by making country parcels inalienable, and binding the peasantry to reside permanently upon these
parcels — and has been roundly praised by American greens for such sagacity.
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360 CE
360 CE:About this time Japanese Empress Jingo took over at the death of her husband, Emperor Chuai.
At about this point, Japanese adventurers occupied large portions of the Korean coastline (they would enjoy
this country so well that they would not be successfully ejected until 562 CE). Perhaps in response to these
Japanese invasions, the Korean Silla kingdom began to adopt Chinese bureaucratic practices.
An embassy from King Meghavarna of Sri Lanka reached the Gupta court; a religious monument for Sri
Lankan visitors was built.
The beginning of the reign in Rome of the emperor known as Julian the Apostate — he was a believer in the
old-time religion — if it was good enough for grandpa it was good enough for him.

The scroll begin to be replaced by the book (i.e., the “codex”).
HISTORY OF
THE BOOK

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE
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395 CE
395 CE:The Emperor Theodosius prohibited the practice of pagan rituals, inclusive of the Olympic Games.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
395CE-427CE

Nintoku

427CE-432CE

Richu

433CE-438CE

Hanzei

438CE-453CE

Ingyo

453CE-456CE

Anko

456CE-479CE

Yuryaku

480CE-484CE

Seinei

485CE-487CE

Kenzo

488CE-498CE

Ninken

498CE-506CE

Buretsu

507CE-531CE

Keitai

531CE-535CE

Ankan

535CE-539CE

Senka

539CE-571CE

Kimmei

572CE-585CE

Bidatsu

585CE-587CE

Yomei
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5TH CENTURY
400 CE
400 CE: On the Japanese islands, the Yamato culture, modeled after China, ruled from Kyushu to the Kinai
plain, centered around the town of Naniwa in the Yamato plain (Osaka). Korean monks introduce the Chinese
syllabary into Japan.
At about this point Chinese Buddhists described “the five elemental configurations,” or ping an hsing. These
were moving meditations designed to merge the psychological and physical aspects of the human existence,
and their practice was particularly associated with the T’ien Ta’i school of Buddhism.
The Chinese learned to make weapons-grade steel (their process involved mixing different grades of cast and
wrought iron).
The Indian poet Vatsayana wrote the KAMA SUTRA, or “APHORISMS ON LOVE.” While the poet’s frank
descriptions of erotic activity are sometimes claimed to have Roman or Taoist roots, his emphasis on acrobatic
love between consenting adults of the opposite sex was clearly a local invention. The KAMA SUTRA is
mentioned partly because it taught Indian courtesans that the way to captivate men included “practice with
sword, single-stick, quarter-staff, and bow and arrow,”2 partly because its arcane breathing methods
subsequently got tangled up with martial art practice, and mainly because it helped create the concept of
romantic love between men and women, an idea the Arabs borrowed in the eighth century and the Normans
took to Europe in the eleventh.
Indian merchants divided their cannabis into bhang (marijuana) and ganja (hashish). Their wrestlers then ate
bhang mixed with almonds as a way of curbing their strength-sapping sexual desires. (Arguments about the
perils of drug abuse aside, I think that the Indian gurus had it wrong. That is, to my mind a fighter’s abstinence
from sex is less important to his chances of winning than his abstinence from love, as sex is simply sex, while
love has a way of satisfying that hunger deep in a fighter’s soul.)
Turkish astrologers living in Afghanistan combined Babylonian and Iranian lunar calculations with Greek
zodiac lore to create the Vedic religious calendar.
The Polynesian kings of Samoa began building heavily fortified villages on top of hills. These included hilltop defenses made from logs and packed earth, that were at the time among the most sophisticated on earth.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
2. 4th-Century Indians, like 18th-Century Europeans, presumed it was some big deal to classify things. Therefore, they divided their
weapons into distinct classes: throwing weapons included missiles thrown by machines, by hand, and by magic spells, while handheld weapons included swords, spears, knives, and body parts. In total, these Indian scholars identified more than 130 different kinds
of weapons!
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LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.
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456 CE
456-536 CE: In two herbs of the Araliaceae family, the Panax schinseng of the Asian continent and the Panax
quinquefolius of the North American continent, the root contains some sort of tonic stimulant with a
bittersweet aromatic flavor (the Greek root of the term “panax” means “panacea”). The North American
variety is native to rich, cool woods from Quebec and Manitoba down to the Gulf Coast. The Asian variety is
native to Manchuria and Korea, although now it is also cultivated in Japan. The 1st record of prescription of
ginseng as a medicinal herb appears in SHEN-NUNG PEN-TSAO-CHING (SHEN-NUNG PHARMACOPOIEA), the
most highly regarded book in oriental medicine. Shi-Zhen Li’s book PEN TS’AO KANG MU (ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
HERBS) describes ginseng from Koryo and Paekche, and indicates that ginseng was being cultivated as early
as the ancient Three Kingdom era of Korea. Refer to TALES OF THE GINSENG by Andrew C. Kimmens.
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478 CE
478 CE: The 1st Shinto (kamino-michi) shrines in Japan.
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6TH CENTURY
500 CE
500 CE: Japan initiated a Chinese style of inscription.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

538 CE
538 CE: The 3d Synod of Orleans required all Jews to remain indoors during “Passion Week.”
ANTISEMITISM
The Korean kingdom of Paekche dispatched a delegation to introduce Buddhism to the Japanese emperor.
Buddhism would slowly spread throughout the islands of Japan.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
395CE-427CE

Nintoku

427CE-432CE

Richu

433CE-438CE

Hanzei

438CE-453CE

Ingyo

453CE-456CE

Anko

456CE-479CE

Yuryaku

480CE-484CE

Seinei

485CE-487CE

Kenzo

488CE-498CE

Ninken

498CE-506CE

Buretsu

507CE-531CE

Keitai

531CE-535CE

Ankan

535CE-539CE

Senka

539CE-571CE

Kimmei

572CE-585CE

Bidatsu

585CE-587CE

Yomei
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550 CE
550 CE: When the Sun (Soga) dynasty ascended to the throne, the capital of Japan was relocated to their home
lands, which were in the Asuka valley in the central Yamato plain.
At this point the term Shinto (kamino-michi) was introduced, to differentiate the native religion of the
Japanese, an orientation which had already been dominant for half a millennium there, from imports such as
Buddhism and Confucianism.
At about this point at the court of the Liang Dynasty Wu Ti emperor the Buddhist monk Tung Ch’uan (“Eastern
Fist”) demonstrated techniques by which he was able, unarmed, to disarm armed attackers. We don’t know
what these techniques amounted to so this record is not enough to substantiate the early existence of Shaolin
temple boxing. Meanwhile, in Western China, artists were commemorating Chinese victories over Avars,
Uighurs, Mongols, and other nomad “bandit” groups by painting murals on the walls of Dunhuang Cave 285.
The story of the 500 Bandits’ conversion to Buddhism would come to be a popular theme in later Chinese
theatricals.
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552 CE
552 CE: In this year the emperor Shotoko Taishi was introducing Buddhism into Japan.
552 CE: In this year and the following one, the emperor Justinian would be sending Christian monks as
“missionaries” to China and Ceylon, in order to smuggle live domesticated silkworm-moth cases Bombyx
mori3 to set up a domestic silk industry in the Middle East in competition with the East (this marks the start of
the important monopolistic Byzantine silk industry).

3. Originally native to Northern China: Class Insecta (insects), Order Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths), Suborder Ditrysia
(Moths, Butterflies, Skippers), Superfamily Bombycoidea, Family Bombycidae, Genus Bombyx, Species B. mori.
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570 CE
570 CE: From this year until 687 CE, warfare between the emperors of Constantinople and the kings of Persia
was going to be just continuous and chronic.
At about this point the T’ien T’ai school of Master Chih introduced Theravada Buddhist moving meditations
into China. Known as the Tendai school in Japan, Master Chih’s school was noted for its enthusiastic use of
the sudden realization method of enlightenment. The master’s name indicates that he was a Scythian — which
would have meant that he was a Turk or Afghan.
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583-585 CE
583-585 CE: At this point the small pox was spreading from China into Korea and Japan.
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587 CE
587 CE:The Visigoths of Spain converted to Christianity.
The beginning of the reign of Sushun in Japan:

JAPANESE EMPERORS
587CE-592CE

Sushun

592CE-628CE

Suiko

629CE-641CE

Jomei

642CE-645CE

Kogyoku

645CE-654CE

Kotoku

655CE-661CE

Saimei

662CE-671CE

Tenji

671CE-672CE

Kobun

673CE-686CE

Kemmu

690CE-697CE

Jito

697CE-707CE

Mommu

707CE-715CE

Gemmei

715CE-724CE

Gensho

724CE-749CE

Shomu

749CE-758CE

Koken

758CE-764CE

Junnin
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593 CE
593 CE: Prince Shotoku of the Soga clan ruled Japan and promoted Buddhism.
593 CE: Tea was taken from China to Japan, where it would assume a major role in Buddhist ritual.
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7TH CENTURY
600 CE
600 CE: Prince Shotoku sent the first official Japanese mission to China.

News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

•
•

WALDEN technology:

In China, books were being printed.
Although there is a specific reference to a quill used as a pen in the 7th-Century writings of St. Isidore
of Seville, surely use of pens fabricated from bird feathers began much earlier despite our lack of
documentation for that fact. From this point forward, at least, quills would be the writing instrument
of choice all the way into the early years of the 19th Century. It is said that Monticello slaves kept
geese specifically to supply Thomas Jefferson with quills for his writing. The best feathers were taken
from the bird in the spring. It was the five outer or pinion feathers of the wing that were pulled. The
feathers of the right wing were less desirable because they curved inconveniently inward toward the
writer when used by a right-handed person. Such a quill might last Jefferson as much as a week, with
careful trimming by pen-knife. At one point Saint Petersburg in Russia would be sending 27,000,000
quills per year into the English market. Swan feathers would be considered a premium grade. For
making fine lines crow feathers would be used. The feathers of eagles, owls, hawks, and turkeys
would occasionally be used.

HISTORY OF
THE BOOK

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.
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604 CE
604 CE: Prince Shotoku issued a Chinese-style constitution (KENPO JUSHICHIJO) based on Confucian
principles — which de facto inaugurated the Japanese empire.
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605 CE
605 CE: China’s Sui rulers completed the Yung-Chi Canal.
CANAL

Prince Shotoku declared Buddhism and Confucianism the state religions of Japan.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

607 CE
607 CE: Prince Shotoku built the Buddhist temple Horyuji in the Asuka valley of Japan.
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610 CE

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

610 CE: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Tan-cheng
(or Tam-ch’i) brought techniques for the making of paper and ink from Kao-li on the Korean peninsula to the
islands of the Japanese archipelago.
INSCRIPTION

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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629 CE
629 CE: Between this year and 645 CE Hsüan-tsang, a Chinese scholar, took 600 Yogacara “Unifying
Practice” texts from North India to China by way of Katmandu. The doctrine offered in these texts was that
we perceive the world to be as we need for it to be rather than as it really is. Logic is without significance,
sin and goodness are without significance, and both faith and works are without significance — whatever
significance anything has to us is a significance that has originated merely in our own hearts and natures.
This attitude would provide the basis for the Ch’an (Zen) Buddhism of China, Korea, and Japan.
Heraclius recovered Jerusalem from the Persians.
Pope Honorius I sided with Emperor Heraclius and the Monothelites who had been condemned in 622 CE.
Congal Clane killed the King of Dalriada.
At the battle of Dun Ceithirnn, O’Neill under Domnall defeated Congal, wherupon Congal fled to Scotland.
IRELAND
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636 CE
636 CE: The southern portion of the Irish Church submitted to Roman Catholicism.
IRELAND
At about this point the 81st chapter of a Sui Dynasty history called the Sui Shu mentioned the Eastern
Barbarians, meaning Koreans, Japanese, and either the Taiwanese of the Okinawans. Regarding the Taiwanese
or Okinawans, the chroniclers wrote, “There are villages here and there, each with a headman called wu-liao.
Invariably a good fighter becomes the wu-liao and controls the village... There are knives, pikes, bows and
arrows, and things like swords. There is little iron there, and their blades are all thin and small. Bone and horn
are generally used, to make up [for the lack of iron]. For armor they use plaited hemp or the thin skins of bears
or leopards... The people of this country like to attack one another. They are strong and robust, and they run
well. They do not die easily and bear their wounds well. The various districts live unto themselves and do not
succor one another. When two bands of fighters face each other, three to five brave men come forward and
leap and dance about, yelling and hurling insults at each other. Then they fight, shooting arrows at each other.
If neither side can vanquish the other, they all run away.” During the late 19th Century, European scholars
would theorize that this passage had referred to Taiwan and after the Japanese occupied that island in 1895,
this attitude would become the prevalent one in Japan (20th-Century Chinese scholars, on the other hand,
would determine that this had been a reference to Okinawa, and most US scholars now accept the Chinese
interpretation).
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642 CE
642 CE: At Alexandria the Saracens under Amr defeated the Byzantines, further disrupting the Pax Romana.
Arabs erected their initial mosque in al-Fustat, the new capital of Muslim Egypt.
The sons and younger brothers of some Japanese district officials, men in their 20s and 30s rather than youths
in their teens, were induced to put their wrestling abilities on display. The Japanese intent seems to have been
international intimidation: induce Korean ambassadors to take home with them stories of the great fighting
prowess of the Yamato infantry.
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645 CE
645 CE: Shotoku was succeeded by Kotoku Tenno, who would strengthen imperial power over the
aristocratic clans in what would come to be known as the Taika Reform, transforming their feudal states into
provinces. From this year into 784 CE, the Japanese court would be beginning to model itself upon the Chinese
form of government.
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646 CE
646 CE: From this year, for the balance of the century, a set of political and social reforms with which the
name Taika is associated would be taking place in Japan.
At about this point the world’s oldest surviving astronomical observatory was entering use at Chomsongdae,
near Kyongju in South Korea. The 12 stones of its base symbolize the months of the year, and from top to
bottom, other stones represent the days of the months. The best guess is that the original purpose for this
structure was the creation of Chinese-style horoscopes for the Silla Queen Sondok.
ASTRONOMY

According to tradition the Taoist saint known as Ancestor Lü was born in this year in China. This figure is
popularly credited with establishing the “Complete Reality” school of Taoism as an integration of
Confucianism with Buddhism. He is said to have been a disciple of Chung-li Ch’üan, the Taoist internal
alchemist credited with creating the Chinese calisthenics known as pa-tuan-chin, or the Eight Pieces of
Brocade (however, pa-tuan-chin is likely of more recent origin, while the “Complete Reality” teachings are
more concretely datable to the teachings of Chang Po-tuan during the late 11th Century).
Yet another battle: at Alexandria the Saracens under Amr defeated the Byzantines, destroying the Pax Romana.
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8TH CENTURY
710 CE
710 CE: Japan’s capital was moved from Asuka to Nara, south of present-day Kyoto, where it would be
modeled after China’s capital Xian. To provide Nara, which would endure as the Yamato imperial city until
784 CE, with a prehistory, and therefore with legitimacy, a chronicle would be produced in 712 CE known as
Kojiki or “Record of Ancient Matters,” and in 720 CE a supplement would be produced, known as Nihongi or
“Chronicles of Japan.” These government documents began with a tracing of the genealogies of current clan
leaders all the way back to their ancestor deities. The texts borrowed liberally from Chinese classics as well
as Japanese folktales, and in addition devised fresh tall tales. Since in this world nothing succeeds like success,
for the following 1,200 years this fakelore would be presumed to constitute the historical record.
FAKELORE

During this period Turkish merchants and soldiers were spreading curved sabers through West Central Asia.
Although such a blade would have been better-suited for equestrians than a straight blade, this design may have
been occasioned in part by a development in quenching techniques, one that tended to produce a blade that
arced as it cooled.
Christian Serbs were reported to be using toxic arrows against Bosnian Muslims (the English term “toxin”
comes from toxikon pharmakon or “bow poison” because that was how the Byzantines described this new
military technology.
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712 CE
712 CE: In Japan, the collection of tales “Kojiki” (record of ancient times).
FAKELORE

At a siege of Constantinople the Byzantines under Philippicus defeated the Bulgars, restoring the Pax Romana.

What
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around
keeps
coming
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around...
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713 CE
713 CE: At about this point the Japanese chronicle HITACHI FUDOKI described a shell mound — which is
perhaps one of the oldest descriptions of prehistoric remains in medieval writings.
Turkic merchants introduced Islam to the T’ang court at Ch’ang-an.
Saracens conquered Spain.
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720 CE
720 CE: The “Nihon shoki” (history of Japan).
FAKELORE

In about this year Chinese monks were introducing Buddhism into Yunnan Province, and Indochina
(their local converts were not yet known as Thais, as the word “Thai” meaning “free men” relates to the
Nanchao kingdom’s resistance to Sung Chinese aggression — something that would be occurring way,
way into their future, during the 11th Century CE).
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749 CE
749 CE: In Japan, a woman, Shomu’s daughter Koken, became empress.
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752 CE
752 CE: Japan’s emperor Shomu founded the temple Todaiji in Nara, which happens to be the very largest
wooden structure on earth, with inside it a colossal statue of the Buddha.
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758 CE
758 CE:Stela 14, at Piedras Negras in what is now the central lowlands of Guatemala.
In what is now Armenia, a region of Turkey, the Abbasid Caliph Abdullah al-Mansur obliged the military
governor Yazid ibn Usayd al-Sulami to make peace, and as witness to this take a royal Khazar as his bride. He
chose a daughter of Khagan Baghatur, the Khazar leader, but then she died, perhaps in childbirth. When her
attendants returned to their home, they spread the interesting notion that maybe some Arab faction had
poisoned her, and in consequence (what goes around comes around) the Khazar general Ras Tarkhan went on
a plundering expedition into what is now northwestern Iran.
Meanwhile, Arab and Persian raiders were sacking the city of Guangzhou.
In what has since become Italy, King Desiderius of the Lombards captured Spoleto and Benevento.
In the English game of chairs, Sigeric succeeded Swithred as king of Essex. Meanwhile, in Japan, the end of
the reign of the Empress Kōken.
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JAPANESE EMPERORS
758CE-764CE

Junnin

764CE-770CE

Shotoku

770CE-781CE

Konin

781CE-806CE

Kammu

806CE-824CE

Heizei

823CE-842CE

Saga

833CE-840CE

Junna

833CE-850CE

Nimmyo

850CE-858CE

Montoku

858CE-876CE

Seiwa

877CE-884CE

Yozei

884CE-887CE

Koko

887CE-897CE

Uda

897CE-930CE

Daigo

930CE-946CE

Suzaku

946CE-967CE

Murakami
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759 CE
759 CE: In Japan, the poetic anthology “Man’yoshu” (“Collection of Myriad Leaves”).
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774 CE
774 CE: Between this year and 806 CE in the Japanese islands, a Yamato army under the command of
Tamuramaro Sakanoue would be conquering the aboriginal Ainu of Honshu. The military reforms required for
this Japanese victory included replacing conscript levies with full-time armies maintained by regional lords
(the process would contribute to the rise of classic feudalism in Japan).
To this year dates the final use of the term “Cruthin” in Cúige Ulaid.
IRELAND
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784 CE
784 CE: In Japan, the emperor moved his capital to Nagaoka.
From this year until 796 CE King Offa of Mercia, a district in central England, would be constructing a
defensive dike along his western border (the boundary between England and Wales).
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788 CE
788 CE: The Buddhist monk Saicho founded the monastery of Mt Hiei, near Kyoto, which would over time
become a vast ensemble of temples.
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794 CE
794 CE: The Emperor Kammu moved the Japanese capital to Heian-kyo (which is to say, to Kyoto).
This marked the beginning of the Heian period which would endure until 1185 CE and would involve the
island chain achieving more independence from China.
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9TH CENTURY
804 CE
804 CE: In Japan, the Buddhist monk Saicho (Dengyo Daishi) introduced the Tendai school.
Frankish laws require men who own more than 300 acres of land to purchase and maintain a mail hauberk plus
a shield, lance, sword, knife, and bow with 2 strings and 12 arrows. This marked another important step toward
feudalism for it quickly separated the rich from the poor. (What did the landowners who reported for war
receive in return? An equitable share of the loot if they won, and whatever they could get away with if they
lost — one important purpose for the war-horse has always been to enable a quick getaway.)
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806 CE
806 CE: In Japan, the monk Kukai (Kobo Daishi) introduced the Shingon (Tantric) school.
Yet more battles: at Heraclea and at Tyana the Saracens under Harun-al-Raschid defeated the Byzantines,
disrupting the Pax Romana.
Bishop Gregory of Tours, something of a historian, had calculated that the End would arrive between 799 CE
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and this year (Weber, Eugen. APOCALYPSES. Cambridge MA: Harvard UP, 1999, page 48).

MILLENNIALISM

(Since Saint Greg was already pushing daisies, the failure of his prediction didn’t bother him in the slightest.)

ONE COULD BE ELSEWHERE, AS ELSEWHERE DOES EXIST.
ONE CANNOT BE ELSEWHEN SINCE ELSEWHEN DOES NOT.
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JAPAN
(TO THE WILLING MANY THINGS CAN BE EXPLAINED,
THAT FOR THE UNWILLING WILL REMAIN FOREVER MYSTERIOUS.)

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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819 CE
819 CE: Kukai founded the monastery of Mount Koya, near Kyoto.
A few Buddhist monks began to draw blood from their fingers or their tongues in order to use this as ink to
write out their personal copies of the Diamond Sutra.
THE MARKET FOR HUMAN BODY PARTS

Confucian officials reported that Buddhist monks had begun to display burn dots on their heads or arms as an
indication of their religious affiliations. The procedure was that they would make ink marks at 3 to 24 locations
in an appropriate pattern. Then candle stubs would be positioned at these locations and someone would hold
them to help them refrain from wiggling.
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838 CE
838 CE: The emperor of Japan forbade contacts with China.
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858 CE
858 CE: In Japan, the Emperor Seiwa began the rule of the Fujiwara clan, which would henceforth have
control over the succession of the emperors.
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875 CE
June 5, 875 CE: The Japanese observed a red comet with pointed rays toward the northeast.
SKY EVENT
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887 CE
887 CE: Fujiwara Mototsune (836 CE-891 CE) became chief advisor to the Japanese emperor.
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10TH CENTURY
909 CE
909 CE: In Japan, the 1st monogatari (long story).
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941 CE
941 CE: Fujiwara Tadahira became civil dictator over Japan.
At Constantinople the Byzantines under Romanus I defeated the Russians, restoring the Pax Romana.
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950 CE
circa 950 CE: At about this point the Japanese martial-arts folks were creating the Way of Bow and Horse,
kyuba no michi. This was a prefiguration of what was to become the bushido of the Tokugawa era.
Characteristic of this tendency was the placing of primary emphasis upon the warrior’s concern for his
personal “honor.”
Meanwhile, on a different coastline of a different ocean, the Saga of Gisli was providing a detailed description
of the dueling procedures and regulations being followed by Norse hotheads:
1.) Everyone gets good and drunk.
2.) Onlookers mark out the borders of a dueling ground, using stones or strips of hide.
3.) The principals square off against one another and do their level best to scare each other into submission
— through cursing, doing nasty raps, and displaying manly tricks such as chewing on the perimeter
of their shield.
4.) Assuming that neither one is so frightened as to submit, the dualists run at one another, heaving spears.
5.) Assuming all spears have missed, the principals collide and begin to whale away at one another’s
shields, until one offers to pay up, or is driven or falls outside the boundary.
Egil Skallagrimson of Iceland pioneered a sword known as “The Leg-Biter” (Dragvendil) to reach beneath the
shield of his opponent (if this didn’t bring the other guy down he would try to wrestle him down — and choke
him or bite him to death).
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967 CE
967 CE:At about this point in Japan, officials began to characterize their bodyguards not as “henchmen” or
“minions” but as samurai “those who serve,” thus placing an emphasis on loyalty. This came about as part of
outlawing various armed bands that had been being tolerated through alliances with provincial elites, that had
been persuading such toughs to keep switching employers in order to get better deals for themselves.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
967CE-969CE

Reizei

969CE-984CE

Enyu

984CE-986CE

Kazan

986CE-1011CE

Ichijo

1011CE-1016CE

Sanjo

1016CE-1036CE

Go-Ichijo

1036CE-1045CE

Go-Suzaku

1045CE-1068CE

Go-Reizei

1067CE-1072CE

Go-Sanjo

1072CE-1086CE

Shirakawa

1086CE-1107CE

Horikawa

1107CE-1123CE

Toba

1123CE-1141CE

Sutoku

1141CE-1155CE

Konoye

1156CE-1158CE

Go-Shirakawa

1159CE-1165CE

Nijo
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11TH CENTURY
1008 CE
1008 CE: From about this point into 1020, the Japanese court lady Murasaki Shikibu would be authoring what
would become a famous novel, TALE OF GENJI.
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1050 CE
1050 CE: In Japan, the samurai “those who serve” were on their way from being individual toughs toward
becoming a military caste.
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1053 CE: The Byodo-in temple near Kyoto was inaugurated by emperor Fujiwara Yorimichi.
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1068 CE
1068 CE: In Japan, the Emperor Gosanjo overthrew the Fujiwara clan.
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1087 CE
1087 CE: In Japan, the Emperor Shirakawa abdicated and became a Buddhist monk, the 1st of the “cloistered
emperors” (insei).
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12TH CENTURY
1102 CE
1102: When the Minamoto and Taira clans struggled for control over the Imperial Japanese succession, their
“Genpei War” emphasized attack over victory and honor over life — attitudes that would dominate Japanese
military thinking into the 20th Century. This struggle also provided the impetus for developing the Japanese
glaives known as naginata (long sword) — a curved steel blade clamped onto a seven or eight-foot oak shaft,
used by infantrymen to attack mounted men in armor, or at least disembowel their horses. These weapons,
which were flashy because of the circular techniques involved, would following the Mongol invasions of
Japan in the 13th Century gradually be supplanted by massed pikes (disciplined phalanxes worked better
against disciplined cavalry, than these dramatic individual attacks). In the end, aristocratic women would
sometimes train using these weapons for exercise, and during the 1930s naginata-do would be a state exercise
for Imperial Japanese schoolgirls.
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1156 CE
1156: In Japan, Taira Kiyomori defeated the Minamoto clan and seized power, thereby ending the insei or
“cloistered emperor” era.
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1159 CE
1159 CE: John of Salisbury’s POLICRATICUS.
From 1159 to 1181 CE, Pope Alexander III.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1159CE-1165CE

Nijo

1166CE-1168CE

Rokujo

1169CE-1180CE

Takakura

1181CE-1183CE

Antoku

1184CE-1198CE

Go-Toba

1199CE-1210CE

Tsuchimikado

1211-1221

Juntoku

1221-1221

Chukyo

1222-1232

Go-Horikawa

1233-1242

Shijo

1243-1246

Go-Saga

1247-1259

Go-Fukakusa

1260-1274

Kameyama

1275-1287

Go-Uda

1288-1298

Fushimi

1299-1301

Go-Fushimi
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1175 CE
1175 CE: In Japan, Shinran introduced the Jodo (Pure Land) school of Buddhism.
In the Treaty of Windsor, after payment of tribute, Rory O’Connor of Ireland was recognized as King of
Connacht.
At about this point western European crusaders began to stage chivalric tournaments east of the Rhine River,
where German nobles generally fought as individuals rather than as team-members (French, Flemish, and
English chevaliers, because usually they were fighting for financial gain rather than for their own amusement,
almost always had fought in “lances,” which were 2-man to 4-man teams).
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1181 CE
1181 CE: Hundreds of thousands of Japanese were starving to death. We could have learned from this sad
experience, that the proper focus of an agricultural economy must be upon providing a continuous and stable
supply of foodstuffs, rather than to allow food producers to be seduced by profitability into a focus on peak
food production during peak years — which is precisely what purely capitalist economies would ever dictate
— we could have learned this but we didn’t. Memo: Capitalism always wins until it loses.
1181 CE: The Chinese and Japanese noted a stellar explosion in the constellation Cassiopeia. We now know
the object that was produced by this sky event as 3C58, about 10,000 light-years away. If this is a neutron star,
it is strangely cool for an object that had come into existence only 821 years before. The speculation now is
that at least the core of this object is constituted of something other than densely packed neutrons, perhaps,
astronomers have suggested, “a new kind of exotic material.” That substance may be densely packed quarks
rather than neutrons, since the calculation is that this would result in more rapid cooling.
ASTRONOMY
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1185 CE
1185 CE: Bavarian revolt.
At the Battle of Dannoura, Taira was defeated and Minamoto Yoritomo of the Hojo clan seized power,
becoming the first shogun of Japan and making of the emperor (mikado) a mere figurehead.

HDT

WHAT?

JAPAN

INDEX

NIPON

1191 CE
1191 CE: Tea bushes were planted as Korean Buddhists introduced Chinese tea-drinking ceremonies, and Zen
paradoxes, into Japan.

PLANTS
At this point Chinese mathematicians were beginning to experiment with the Indo-Arabic zero placeholder
notation (“gap,” they termed it). The transmitters were more likely Indo-Iranian merchants than Zen Buddhist
monks, for had it been Zen Buddhists who transmitted this from India, then Chinese mathematicians would
already for 3 centuries have been toying with such a notation.
1191 CE: Rinzai Zen Buddhism was introduced in Japan by the monk Eisai of Kamakura. This would become
popular among the samurai, the leading class in Japanese society.
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1192 CE
1192 CE: In Japan, to end a long civil war, the emperor appointed Minamoto Yoritomo as shogun (military
leader) with residence in Kamakura (bakufu system of government). –Or, to put this in another and perhaps
more accurate manner, the military dictator of Japan designated himself to be the Seii Taishogun “BarbarianQuelling Supreme General.”
The final significant Buddhist government in India surrendered to the mounted archers of Muhammad of Ghor,
opening the regions of India north of Delhi to Islamic expansion. Krishnaism, Shaivism, Tantrism, and
Vishnaivism (ordinarily lumped under the rubric “Hinduism” despite the fact that “Hind” is merely a Persian
Farsi term for “India”) would survive, while Indian Buddhism (primarily a practice of princes and priests)
faded into a mere memory.
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1199 CE
1199 CE: In Japan, Minamoto Yoritomo of the Hojo clan, the 1st shogun, died.
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13TH CENTURY
1221
1221: In Japan, the Kamakura army defeated the imperial army (Jokyu Disturbance), thereby asserting the
supremacy of the Kamakura shogunate (Hojo regents) over the emperor.
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1224
December 12, night, 1224: On the night after the 12th day of the 12th month of the year 1224, the moon was
behind clouds. The Japanese priest Myoe (1173-1232) sat in Zen meditation in the Kakyu Hall. When the hour
of the midnight vigil came, he ceased meditation and descended from the hall on the peak to the lower quarters,
and as he did so the moon came from the clouds and set the snow to glowing. The moon was this priest’s
companion, and not even the wolf howling in the valley brought fear. When, presently, he came out of the
lower quarters again, the moon was again behind clouds. As the bell was signaling the late-night vigil, he made
his way once more to the peak, and the moon saw him on the way. He entered the meditation hall, and the
moon, chasing the clouds, was about to sink behind the peak beyond, and it seemed to him that it was keeping
him secret company:
“The winter moon comes from the clouds to keep me company.
The wind is piercing, the snow is cold.”

Myoe composed this as he entered the meditation hall. After seeing the moon disappear behind the mountain,
he wrote again:
“I shall go behind the mountain. Go there too, O moon.
Night after night we shall keep each other company.”

Just before dawn, Myoe wrote:
“Opening my eyes from my meditations, I saw the moon in the dawn, lighting the window.
In a dark place myself, I felt as if my own heart were glowing with light which seemed to be
that of the moon:
‘My heart shines, a pure expanse of light;
And no doubt the moon will think the light its own.’”

For writings such as these, Myoe has been referred to as the poet of the moon:
“Bright, bright, and bright, bright, bright, and bright, bright.
Bright and bright, bright, and bright, bright moon.”
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1222
September 8, evening, 1222 CE: Halley’s Comet was seen between 7PM and 9PM from Japan, as a white
broom-star with a center as large as a half-moon. It had rays, extending to 17 degrees across the sky, which
appeared in the twilight to be red. It was on its way in toward the sun.
SKY EVENT

HALLEY’S COMET

This is what Halley’s Comet looked like, the last time
it passed us. We have records of the appearances of this
comet on each and every one of its past 30 orbits, which
is to say, we have spotty records of observations before
that, in 1,404 BCE,
1,057 BCE,
466 BCE,
391 BCE,
and 315 BCE,
but then on
the 240 BCE
return the sightings record begins to
be complete. The Babylonians recorded seeing it in 164
BCE
and again in 87 BCE,
and then it was
recorded as being seen in 12 BCE,
66 CE,
141 CE,
218 CE,
295 CE,
374 CE,
451 CE,
530 CE,
607 CE,
684 CE,
760 CE (only by Chinese),
837 CE,
912 CE,
989 CE,
1066,
1145,
1222,
1301,
1378,
1456,
1531,
1607,
1682,
1758,
1835,
1910,
and 1986
— and we are confidently awaiting
sightings in 2061 and 2134 even though due to a close
conjunction with the earth we are presently unable to
calculate what orbit it will have by the date of that
approach. Each time P/Halley orbits in out of the Kuiper
belt beyond the planets Neptune and Pluto and whips
around the sun, it has been throwing off about one
10,000ths of its mass into a streaming tail, which means
that this comet which we know to have been visiting us
for at the very least the past 3,000 years or so is only
going to be visiting us for perhaps another half a
million years or so!

EDMOND HALLEY
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This time the comet was looking down upon a planet on which Robert Grosseteste of England, Magister
scholarum of the University of Oxford and a proponent of the attitude that theory needed to be compared with
observation, had recently concluded that the properties of light must be of particular significance for natural
philosophy. He was stressing the importance of mathematics and geometry in the study of the properties of
light. He had come to understand that colors are related to intensity and that they extend from white to black
(white being the purest and lying beyond red, while black was lying below blue). He had conjectured the
rainbow to be a consequence of reflection and refraction of sunlight by layers in a “watery cloud,” although
he was neglecting to consider the role of individual droplets as lenses. He continued in the presumption of
earlier Greeks that vision involved emanations originating in the eye and moving toward the object perceived.

HISTORY OF OPTICS
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1227
1227: The Soto sect of Zen Buddhism was introduced in Japan by the Korean monk Dogen. This would help
popularize the sitting meditation.
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1232
1232: In order to enhance the control of the Hojo regents. the Joei Shikimoku code of law was promulgated
in Japan.
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1274
1274: When the Mongols tried to invade Japan (Kublai Khan had ordered his puppet government in Korea to
mount this invasion as part of his process of isolating southern China’s Southern Sung Dynasty) they were
repelled fortuitously by a typhoon. (Seven years later they would try again, but again the Korean/Mongol
forces would be destroyed by a kamikaze, a “divine wind” — Japanese historians would of course be
relentlessly exaggerating the significance of this through downplaying contemporary and analogous Mongol
defeats in Burma, Java, Syria, and Vietnam.)
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1281
1281: Mongol attack on Japan.
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14TH CENTURY
1302
1302: There was a truce between Scotland and England. Robert the Bruce got married with Elizabeth de
Burgh.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1302-1308

Go-Nijo

1527-1557

Go-Nara

1746-1762

Momozono

1309-1318

Hanazono

1558-1586

Oogimachi

1763-1770

Go-Sakuramachi

1319-1338

Go-Daigo

1587-1611

Go-Yozei

1771-1779

Go-Momozono

1339-1368

Go-Murakami

1612-1629

Go-Mi-no-o

1780-1816

Kokaku

1369-1372

Chokei

1630-1643

Meisho

1817-1846

Ninko

1373-1392

Go-Kameyama

1644-1654

Go-Komyo

1847-1866

Komei

1392-1412

Go-Komatsu

1655-1662

Go-Saiin

1866-1912

Mutsuhito

1413-1428

Shoko

1663-1686

Reigen

1912-1926

Yoshihito

1429-1464

Go-Hanazono

1687-1709

Higashi-yama

1926-1989

Hirohito

1465-1500

Go-Tsuchimikado

1710-1735

Nakamikado

1989-20??

Akihito

1501-1526

Go-Kashiwabara

1736-1746

Sakuramachi
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1333
1333: The emperor Go-Daigo defeated the Kamakura shogunate, restoring imperial power, and removed the
capital to Muromachi near Kyoto.
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1335
1335: Between this year and 1338, the Japanese general Ashikaga Takauji would be rebelling against his
emperor, to make of himself the first of the Ashikaga shoguns.
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1336
1336: The Hindu empire of Vijayanagar in India founded by Harihara I became a center of resistance to Islam.
Ashikaga Takauji captured Kyoto, forcing Go-Daigo to relocate to Yoshino, a southern court.
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1338
1338: Takauji declared himself shogun, moved his capital in the Muromachi district of Kyoto, and established
the northern court. This would be the start of Muromachi Period.
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1370
circa 1370: At about this point Japanese gentlemen were beginning to carry their swords edge upward, as that
was easier when they were attired in the clothing of civilians.
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1392
1392: In Japan, the southern court surrendered to the shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu and the empire was again
unified.
General Yi Song-gye, who had seized power over Korea in 1388 and established his capital at Hanyang (today,
Seoul), crowned himself as king — initiating Korea’s long-lived Choson Dynasty.
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1394
1394: Ikkyu Sokun is said to have been born at sunrise on the 1st day of the year (presumably, since this is
Japan, that would be the 1st day of the lunar year). Rumor would have it that he was sired by Go-Komatsu
(1377-1433) upon a favorite lady-in-waiting, although his birth registration is that of a commoner. This may
have been the result of palace intrigue; nevertheless, the earliest biographer would write of the infant as
bearing “the signs of a dragon and the marks of a phoenix.” Care would be needed, to ensure that this child
presumed to be the bastard of the emperor would not be assassinated, or worse yet, caught up in dissident
politics.
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1399
1399: Since palace rumor had it that Ikkyu Sokun was the emperor’s bastard, and since the existence of such
a child is precarious in a feudal court, at the tender age of 5 he was sent off to be an acolyte at Ankoku-ji in
Kyoto. At this Zen temple he would have the benefit of education in the Buddhist scriptures and the classics
of China and Japan, and be protected to some degree from the scheming of court officials and the suspicion of
generals.
Not long after entering the temple, the abbot ordered Ikkyu to extinguish the candles on the altar before turning
in for the night. When Ikkyu returned to pronounce the act done, the abbot asked, “By the way, how did you
put the candles out?”
“By blowing,” Ikkyu replied.
“Never do that,” the abbot scolded him. “The Buddha is holy and human breath is dirty. Extinguish the flames
by waving your hand or using a fan.”
The following morning, when the abbot entered the main hall for the morning service, he noticed Ikkyu
chanting away with his back to the altar.
“What are you doing, you little fool!” the abbot exploded.
“You told me that human breath was dirty and should not be directed toward images of the Buddha. How can
we chant without breathing?”
“This is different,” the nonplussed abbot mumbled, and he ordered Ikkyu to turn around.
Ikkyu, though, was irrepressible. The abbot was very fond of a certain candy and kept the treasured sweet in
a jar in his room, warning Ikkyu and the other temple boys, “This candy is beneficial for grown-ups but if a
child eats it he will die immediately.”
Ikkyu was not fooled for an instant, and as soon as the abbot was away he emptied the jar and shared the
contents with his friends. Ikkyu then broke one of the tea bowls in the abbot’s room. When the abbot returned
he found Ikkyu in tears.
“While cleaning your honored room,” Ikkyu sobbed convincingly, “I accidentally broke this precious bowl.
To make amends for my terrible misdeed, I swallowed some of the poisoned candy. Nothing happened so
I took all of it, sure that it would finish me off as you said it would — I didn’t die, unfortunately, so please
forgive me.”
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15TH CENTURY
1449
1449: From this year into 1474, in Japan, the rule of shogun Ashikaga Yoshimasa.
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1453

1816

November or December 1453: In the New Hebrides chain of islands of the South Pacific the volcano Kuwae
exploded with the impact of 2,000,000 Hiroshima-type A-bombs. The crater is still there to be explored,
8 miles in diameter, although the explosion shattered the previous island into the smaller remaining islands
Epi and Tongoa.
VOLCANISM
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1460: At about this time the imperial porcelain works at Jingdezhen in China was beginning to make
worldwide distribution of its Ming ware.
By about this year the wooden swords known as bokken were becoming popular at the Japanese academies
teaching swordsmanship (these weapons, which reduced the severity of accidents during training, were similar
to the lengths of whale baleen relied upon by contemporary Europeans during tournaments and jousts).
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1467
1467: When civil war erupted in Japan as a conflict over shogunal succession, the Ashikaga shogunate lost its
authority and different portions of the real estate was dominated by various feudal lords or daimyo. This would
be known as the Onin War and would be going on for an entire decade.
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1474: At about this point Sebastian Cabot was born (in Bristol, England or Venice, Italy).
Paolo Toscanelli (1397-1482) had constructed by 1440
a map of the Ocean Sea which positioned
China and Japan some hundred degrees east of their correct position and thus narrowed the empty waters
between Japan and the Canary Islands to but 3,000 miles. In this year he forwarded this map to the Portuguese
canon Ferdinando Martini, who would pass it on to Christopher Columbus. On this basis Columbus, ever the
optimist, ever delusional, would re-estimate that he had but 2,400 miles to travel after the Canaries dropped
off the horizon behind him before he would be able to secure new supplies along the coast of Japan — rather
than the correct and fatally enormous figure of 10,000 miles.

CARTOGRAPHY
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1480
1480: The dry garden at the monastery of Ryoan, in Kyoto, was built during this decade, apparently reaching
completion by 1490.

PLANTS
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1481
November 21 (Old Style) 1481: Ikkyū Sōjun’s jisei farewell poem to life:
In all the kingdom southward
From the center of the earth
Where is he who understands my Zen?
Should the master Kido himself appear
He wouldn’t be worth a worn-out cent.

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

399 BCE

Socrates

drinking the hemlock

“Crito, I owe a cock to Æsclepius.”

27 CE

Jesus

being crucified

“It is finished.” [John 19:30]

February 5, 1256

Doyu

his jisei farewell poem to life

In all my six and fifty years
No miracles occurred.
For the Buddhas and the Great Ones of the Faith,
I have questions in my heart.
And if I say,
“Today, this hour
I leave the world,”
There’s nothing in it. Day after day,
Does not the sun rise in the east?
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October 8, 1272

Goku Kyonen

his jisei farewell poem to life

The truth embodied in the Buddhas
Of the future, present, past;
The teaching we received from the
Fathers of our faith
Can all be found at the tip of my stick.

October 17, 1280

Enni Ben’en

his jisei farewell poem to life

All my life I taught Zen to the people—
Nine and seventy years.
He who sees not things as they are
Will never know Zen.

August 21, 1281

Ingo

his jisei farewell poem to life

Three and seventy years
I’ve drawn pure water from the fire—
Now I become a tiny bug.
With a touch of my body
I shatter all worlds.

October 12, 1333

Giun

his jisei farewell poem to life

All doctrines split asunder
Zen teaching cast away—
Fourscore years and one,
The sky now cracks and falls
The earth cleaves open—
In the heart of the fire
Lies a hidden spring.

February 26, 1370

Daido Ichi’i

his jisei farewell poem to life

A tune of non-being
Filling the void:
Spring sun
Snow whiteness
Bright clouds
Clear wind.

February 20, 1387

Bassui Tokushō

his jisei farewell poem to life

“Look straight ahead. What’s there?
If you see it as it is
You will never err.”

1415

John Huss

being burned at the stake

June 27, 1428

Kaso Sodon

his jisei farewell poem to life

May 30, 1431

Joan of Arc

being burned at the stake

November 21, 1481

Ikkyū Sōjun

his jisei farewell poem to life

May 4, 1534

Father John Houghton

as he was being disemboweled

“O, holy simplicity!”
A drop of water freezes instantly—
My seven years and seventy.
All changes at a blow
Springs of water welling from the fire.
“Hold the cross high so I may see it through the
flames.”
In all the kingdom southward
From the center of the earth
Where is he who understands my Zen?
Should the master Kido himself appear
He wouldn’t be worth a worn-out cent.
“And what wilt thou do with my heart, O Christ?”
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July 6, 1535

Sir Thomas More

being beheaded

“The King’s good servant, but God’s First.”

1536

Anne Boleyn

being beheaded

“Oh God, have pity on my soul.”

February 18, 1546

Martin Luther

found on his chamber table

“We are beggars: this is true.”

July 16, 1546

Anne Askew

being burned at the stake

“There he misseth, and speaketh without the
book”

June 24, 1548

Kogaku Soko

his jisei farewell poem to life

My final words are these:
As I fall I throw all on a high mountain peak—
Lo! All creation shatters; thus it is
That I destroy Zen doctrine.

January 27, 1568

Dairin Soto

his jisei farewell poem to life

My whole life long I’ve sharpened my sword
And now, face to face with death
I unsheathe it, and lo—
The blade is broken—
Alas!

1601

Tycho Brahe

unsolicited comment

“Let me not seem to have lived in vain.”

1618

Sir Walter Raleigh

his wife would embalm his head and
keep it near her in a red leather bag

“Strike, man, strike.”

October 1, 1643

Kogetsu Sogan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1649

Charles I

the chopper was to wait for a signal
that the king had prepared himself

“Stay for the sign.”

1659

Friend Marmaduke Stevenson and Friend William Robinson

unsolicited comments made over the
muting roll of a drum intended to prevent such remarks from being heard

Friend Marmaduke: “We suffer not as evil-doers
but for conscience’ sake.” Friend William: “I die
for Christ.”

1660

Friend Mary Dyer

asked at her execution
whether they should pray for her soul

“Nay, first a child; then a young man;
then a strong man, before an elder of
Christ Jesus.”

October 1, 1661

Gudō Toshoku

his jisei farewell poem to life

“I have finished my task.
It is now up to my followers to work for mankind.”

July 16, 1669

Daigu Sōchiku

his jisei farewell poem to life

Needles pierce my ailing body, and my pain grows
greater. This life of mine, which has been like a
disease — what is its meaning? In all the world I
haven’t a single friend to whom I can unburden my
soul. Truly all that appears to the eye is only a
flower that blooms in a day.

1681

Headman Ockanickon of
the Mantas

the Mantas are the “Leaping Frogs”
group of the Lenape tribe

“Be plain and fair to all, both Indian
and Christian, as I have been.”

Katsu!
Katsu!
Katsu!
Katsu!
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May 15, 1688

Mukai Chine

her jisei farewell poem to life

1692

Massachusetts Bay
colonist Giles Corey

being pressed to death for refusing to
cooperate in his trial for witchcraft

October 12, 1694

Matsuo Chūemon
Munefusa (Bashō)

his jisei farewell poem to life

On a journey, ill:
my dream goes wandering
over withered fields.

January 10, 1696

Gesshū Sōko

his jisei farewell poem to life

Inhale, exhale
Forward, back
Living, dying:
Arrows, let flown each to each
Meet midway and slice
The void in aimless flight—
Thus I return to the source.

January 4, 1718

Aki no Bo

his jisei farewell poem to life

The fourth day
of the new year: what better day
to leave the world?

October 6, 1721

Dōkyō Etan

his jisei farewell poem to life

Here in the shadow of death it is hard
To utter the final word.
I’ll only say, then,
“Without saying,”
Nothing more,
Nothing more.

1777

John Bartram

during a spasm of pain

December 25, 1783

Yosa no Buson

his jisei farewell poem to life (he
would die on January 17, 1784)

1790

Benjamin Franklin

unsolicited comment

July 24, 1792

Bufo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1793

Louis Capet,
King Louis XVI of France

being beheaded in the Place de la Concorde

“I die innocent of all the crimes laid to my charge;
I Pardon those who have occasioned my death;
and I pray to God that the blood you are going to
shed may never be visited on France.”

1793

Jean-Paul Marat

reviewing a list of names

“They shall all be guillotined.”

1793

Citizen Marie Antoinette

stepping on the foot of her executioner

“Pardonnez-moi, monsieur.”

1794

George Jacques Danton

he had been convicted of not having
made adequate use of the guillotine

“Show my head to the people.
It is worth seeing.”

It lights up
as lightly as it fades:
a firefly.
“Add more weight that my misery
may be the sooner ended.”

“I want to die.”
Of late the nights
are dawning
plum-blossom white.
“A dying man can do nothing easy.”
Oh, I don’t care
where autumn clouds
are drifting to.
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December 24, 1794

Chirin

his jisei farewell poem to life

1798

Giovanni Casanova

having spent his life collecting sequentially and in tandem 132 pubic scalps

“I have lived as a philosopher and died
as a Christian.”

1799

George Washington

fearing being buried alive (a common
fear for that period), he was being
heartily reassured by his physician

“’Tis well.”

August 25, 1804

Gengen’ichi

his jisei farewell poem to life

1806

Charles Dickinson

he was dueling with Andrew Jackson

September 3, 1806

Chogo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1809

Thomas Paine

his physician asked whether he wished
to believe Jesus to be the son of God

June 28, 1820

Seisetsu Shucho

his jisei farewell poem to life

1821

John Keats

dying of TB in Rome

May 2, 1823

Kiko

his jisei farewell poem to life

1825

Phebe Walker Bliss Emerson Ripley

died in Concord

November 27, 1825

Gazen

his jisei farewell poem to life

1826

Thomas Jefferson

died at 12:50PM

August 25, 1826

Retsuzan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1826

John Adams

died at 5: 30PM — Jefferson actually
had, in Virginia, predeceased him

In earth and sky
no grain of dust—
snow on the foothills.

Morning glory
even though you wither
dawn will break anew.
“Why have you put out the lights?”
I long for people—
then again I loathe them:
end of autumn.
“I have no wish to believe on that subject.”
My hour draws near and I am still alive.
Drawn by the chains of death
I take my leave.
The King of Hades has decreed
Tomorrow I shall be his slave.
“Severn … I am dying … I shall die easy … don’t
be frightened … be firm and thank God it has
come.”
That which blossoms
falls, the way of all flesh
in this world of flowers.
“Don’t call Dr. Ripley his boots squeak so,
Mr. Emerson used to step so softly,
his boots never squeaked.”
I lean against
the stove and lo!
eternity.
“Is it the 4th? —Ah.”
The night I understood
this is a world of dew,
I woke up from my sleep.
“Thomas Jefferson still surv...”
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November 19, 1827

Kobayashi Issa

his jisei farewell poem to life

1830

King George IV

early one morning in Windsor Castle

January 6, 1831

Ryokan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1832

Sam Sharpe

being hanged after an unsuccessful
slave revolt on the island of Jamaica

May 12, 1835

Hanri

his jisei farewell poem to life

1836

James Madison

unsolicited comment

October 7, 1837

Sengai Gibon

his jisei farewell poem to life

1846

Benjamin Robert Haydon

final entry in 38-year journal before
offing himself

October 31, 1847

Kyohaku

his jisei farewell poem to life

1848

John Quincy Adams

had just voted “no” on war on Mexico

December 5, 1848

Shofu

his jisei farewell poem to life

1849

Washington Goode

offered a cup of water before being
hanged in Boston

“This is the last Cochituate water that I shall ever
drink.”

1849

Edgar Allan Poe

in bad shape in Baltimore

“Lord help my poor soul.”

April 12, 1849

Katsushika Hokusai

his jisei farewell poem to life

1849

Frederic Chopin

dying of tuberculosis

“Swear to make them cut me open, so that I won’t
be buried alive.”

1850

John Caldwell Calhoun

unsolicited comment

“The South! The poor South!
God knows what will become of her.”

What matters if I live on—
a tortoise lives
a hundred times as long.
“Good God, what is this? — My boy, this is
death.”
Now it reveals its hidden side
and now the other — thus it falls,
an autumn leaf.
“I would rather die on yonder gallows than live in
slavery.”
My life:
echoes of a clucking tongue
above pure waters.
“I always talk better lying down.”
He who comes knows only his coming
He who goes knows only his end.
To be saved from the chasm
Why cling to the cliff?
Clouds floating low
Never know where the breezes will blow them.
“Stretch me no longer on this tough world.
— Lear”
I am not worthy
of this crimson carpet:
autumn maple leaves.
“This is the last of earth. I am composed.”
One moon—
one me—
snow-covered field path.

Now as a spirit
I shall roam
the summer fields.
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1851

John James Audubon

shooting at sitting ducks on his estate,
at age 66 despite stroke and senility

“You go down that side of Long Pond and I’ll go
down this side and we’ll get the ducks!”

December 4, 1851

Kizan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1852

Daniel Webster

his attendant was tardy
in administering some brandy

July 15, 1855

Enryo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1857

Auguste Comte

he had been making himself the pope
of a religion of science, “Positivism”

August 16, 1858

Namagusai Tazukuri

his jisei farewell poem to life

In fall
the willow tree recalls
its bygone glory.

October 12, 1858

Utagawa Hiroshiga

his jisei farewell poem to life

I leave my brush in the East
And set forth on my journey.
I shall see the famous places in the Western Land.

March 23, 1859

Hakuen

his jisei farewell poem to life

What is it but a dream?
The blossoming as well
lasts only seven cycles.

1859

John Brown

request

July 27, 1860

Kinko

his jisei farewell poem to life

1862

Henry David Thoreau

he was editing manuscript

June 11, 1863

Bairyu

his jisei farewell poem to life

1864

General John Sedgwick

Battle of Spotsylvania

1865

Abraham Lincoln

on stage, an actor ad-libbed a reference
to the presence of the President

The President laughed

1865

John Wilkes Booth

with his leg broken, surrounded by
relentlessly angry armed men, in a
burning barn

“Useless ... useless.”

November 5, 1868

Amano Hachiro

his jisei farewell poem to life

When I am gone
will someone care for
the chrysanthemum I leave?
“I still live!”
Autumn waters
of this world wake me
from my drunkenness.
“What an irreparable loss!”

“I am ready at any time
— do not keep me waiting.”
Within the vast and empty
autumn night
dawn breaks.
“moose ... Indian”
O hydrangea—
you change and change
back to your primal color.
“They couldn't hit an elephant at this distance.”

Lightning flickers
only in the north:
the moon is overcast.
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1872

Samuel F.B. Morse

doctor tapped on his chest and said:
“This is the way we doctors telegraph,
Professor.”

“Very good, very good.”

October 29, 1872

Otsuchi

his jisei farewell poem to life

1872

Horace Greeley

Whitelaw Reid took over the Tribune

March 28, 1878

Gizan Zenrai

his jisei farewell poem to life

1881

Billy the Kid

in the dark, he heard Pat Garrett enter

August 16, 1881

Rokushi

his jisei farewell poem to life

1882

Charles Darwin

fundamentalists tell lying stories of his
abandoning his heretical theories in
favor of Christ Jesus and His salvation

January 4, 1882

Hankai

his jisei farewell poem to life

1883

Sojourner Truth

advice for us all

“Be a follower of the Lord Jesus.”

1883

Karl Marx

his housekeeper asked him whether he
had any last words

“Last words are for fools who haven’t said
enough.”

1886

Emily Dickinson

unsolicited comment

“I must go in, the fog is rising.”

April 11, 1886

Fuso

his jisei farewell poem to life

1887

Henry Ward Beecher

unsolicited comment

“Now comes the mystery.”

1888

Louisa May Alcott

unsolicited comment

“Thus far the Lord has led me on.”

1890

Joseph Cary Merrick

the actor John Hurt, pretending to be
The Elephant Man in a movie

“Nothing ever dies.”

August 25, 1890

Okyo

his jisei farewell poem to life

O white chrysanthemum—
man, too,
passes his prime.
“You son of a bitch, you stole my newspaper!”
I was born into this world
I leave it at my death.
Into a thousand towns
My legs have carried me,
And countless homes—
What are all these?
A moon reflected in the water
A flower floating in the sky.
Ho!
“Who is it?”
I wake up
from a seventy-five-year dream
to millet porridge.
“I am not the least afraid to die.”

The year is ending:
I have not left my heart
behind.

Upon the lotus flower
morning dew is
thinning out.

This phantasm
of falling petals vanishes into
moon and flowers....
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1891

Phineas Taylor Barnum

inquiry

January 2, 1893

Nakamichi

his jisei farewell poem to life

“How were the circus receipts today
at Madison Square Garden?”
At the crossroad
of my life and death
a cuckoo cries.
Ice in a hot world
my life
melts.

1894

George Inness

witnessing the sunset, he threw his
hands into the air and fell

February 1903

Baiko

his jisei farewell poem to life

1910

Leo Tolstòy

asked to reconcile with the church

“Even in the valley of the shadow of death,
two and two do not make six.”

1912

Robert Scott

freezing to death at the South Pole

“It seems a pity, but I do not think that I can write
more.”

November 29, 1914

Bokusui

his jisei farewell poem to life

A parting word?
The melting snow
is odorless.

January 29, 1919

Getsurei

his jisei farewell poem to life

Stumble,
fall,
slide down the snow slope.

August 31, 1920

Koson

his jisei farewell poem to life

I die
the evening of the day
the hibiscus blooms.

August 2, 1922

Alexander Graham Bell

When his deaf wife pleaded “Aleck,
please don’t leave me,” he spelled “no”
in her hand.

“No.”

1923

Pancho Villa

retired with a general’s salary, he visited the local bank and was ambushed
on July 23, 1923 in Parral, Chihuahua

“Don’t let it end like this.
Tell them I said something.”

April 27, 1923

Saruo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1926

Luther Burbank

Three months before he had admitted
that he did not believe in an afterlife;
he died in a frenzy of daily hate-mail.

February 20, 1926

Meisetsu

his jisei farewell poem to life

“My God! oh, how beautiful!”
Plum petals falling
I look up — the sky,
a clear crisp moon.

Cherry blossoms fall
on a half-eaten
dumpling.
“I don’t feel good.”
My only hope against
the cold—
one hot-water bottle.
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1927

Isadora Duncan

The long white scarf around her neck
got caught in the wheel of her car.

“Adieu, mes amis,
je vais à l’amour.”

July 24, 1927

Ryūnosuke Akutagawa, “Gaki”

his jisei farewell poem to life

March 14, 1932

George Eastman

Suicide note — he shot himself.

May 31, 1935

Oto

his jisei farewell poem to life

1936

George V, King of
England

It was suggested that he might recuperate at Bogner Regis

“Bugger Bogner.”

1945

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

having a massive cerebral hemorrhage

“I have a terrific headache.”

1945

Adolf Hitler

as hypothesized by Kurt Vonnegut

“I never asked to be born in the first place.”

1946

Alfred Rosenberg

hangman asked if he had last words

“No.”

November 22, 1963

Aldous Huxley

dying of throat cancer

“LSD, 100 µg, intramuscular”

January 24, 1965

Winston Churchill

slipping into a 9-day coma

“I’m bored with it all.”

1977

Gary Gilmore

being inventively executed

“Let’s do it.”

1997

Diana, Princess of Wales

per French police records

“My God. What’s happened?”

1998

Richard Feynman

unsolicited comment

“I’d hate to die twice, It’s so boring.”

1998

Karla Fay Tucker

Governor George W. Bush refused
requests from Christian organizations
based upon her alleged conversion

“I am going to be face to face with Jesus now.... I
will see you all when you get there. I will wait for
you.”

One spot, alone
left glowing in the dark:
my snotty nose.
“My work is done. Why wait?”
At night my sleep
embraces the summer shadows
of my life.

HDT

WHAT?

JAPAN

INDEX

NIPON

1483
1483: Ashikaga Yoshimasa completed the construction of the Silver Pavilion Temple, or Ginkakuji, at Kyoto.
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1488
1488: In Japan, the 1st major Ikko-ikki, or uprising of the Ikko Buddhists.
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1490
1490: Matthias Corvinus of Hungary died. Vladislav II of Bohemia was elected to succeed him (to 1516).
Maximillian I acquired the Tirol.
Leonardo da Vinci observed the capillary action of liquids in small-bore tubes.
Tsukahara Bokuden was born in Hitachi Prefecture, Japan. While Tsukahara would fight in the 81-year course
of his life more than 100 sword duels, and participate in 37 battles, his only wounds would be from arrows.
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16TH CENTURY
1542
1542: Firearms were introduced into Japan by a shipwrecked Portuguese.
FIREARMS
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1543
1543: Private academies known as sowon began to appear in Korea. These academies, albeit innocently
intended to help young men pass their civil service exams, would have the ultimate effect of fragmenting the
Korean bureaucracy (factionalization of their bureaucracy would become a big problem when, in 1592, their
nation would be invaded by the Japanese).
1543: Portuguese landed on the island of Bermuda.
Aboard a Chinese cargo ship arriving in Japan in this year were a couple of Portuguese adventurers armed with
harquebuses or snaphaunces. The warlords there, ever on the lookout for ways to improve their power over
other warlords, would immediately perceive this as a weapon to hand to conscripts, who then would not need
to be expensively and lengthily trained and could be considered merely as cannon fodder. This new device
would be put into mass production and within half a century, the Japanese islands would be sporting more
high-quality firearms than all the nations of Europe together (and then, during the 17th Century and until
Admiral Perry’s 1853, Japan would determinedly render itself gun-free).
FIREARMS

YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALITY OF TIME OVER THAT OF
CHANGE, OR CHANGE OVER TIME — IT’S PARMENIDES, OR
HERACLITUS. I HAVE GONE WITH HERACLITUS.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1549
1549: The mission of the Jesuit priest Francis Xavier to Japan began at this point, and would continue until
1551.

The Jesuits introduced the Africans and Indians living along the seacoast of Brazil to evangelical Christianity.
A Turkish soldier working for the Sultan of Ahmednagar cast a 55-ton cannon known as the “Monarch of the
Plains” (this weapon still exists because during the late 17th Century the Mughul Emperor Aurangzeb had it
transported to Biajapur for display as a souvenir of victory). The immense size of these Indian cannon is one
reason why artillery played such a small role in Rajput warfare: they simply weren’t portable. Another is that
bamboo-and-black-powder rockets laid on the ground and sent skittering through infantry and cavalry
formations were both cheaper to manufacture and easier to use. And a 3d, of course, was that cannons simply
were not heroic enough for Rajput aristocrats trained in archery and pig-sticking. The first general to use
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firearms in India in large numbers was the Timurid conqueror Babur. He introduced muskets into North India
in 1519, and had his gunner Ustad ’Ali build several large mortars during the mid-1520s. Casting these giant
mortars was a slow, difficult, process. Firing them was dangerous, too, as improperly cast or cooled weapons
frequently burst, killing their crews and any bystanders. (Watching the firing was considered great sport, and
senior officers often interrupted their days to watch firings.) When cast properly, such weapons shot large
stones about 1,500 yards. Because their barrels had to cool completely between shots, maximum firing rate
was around a shot per hour.
Burmese soldiers besieging the Thai capital at Ayuthia staged a series of sword dances. These appear to have
been used mostly to keep the troops amused while their superiors interpreted cloud omens and other
astrological signs.
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1550
1550: Introduced to China by this point, corn would grow so quickly in importance that this crop would be a
significant factor in the 18th-Century increase in the Chinese population, particularly in inland areas where
rice was not such a good crop. (Today, China has become the world’s 2d largest producer of corn.)
At about this point Japanese pirates (waka) were employing arquebuses during raids into China and Korea.
While the success of such pirate raids owed more to disciplined small-unit infantry tactics than to such
firearms, in Korea the use of such weaponry would bring about the creation of new military bureaucracies,
while in China the military would send acrobats and boxers to instruct peasants in self-defense (the stories of
flying swordsmen which now fill our cinemas would not, however, become a staple of Chinese fiction until
the late 19th Century).
The training of Ottoman Janissaries was described as including archery, musketry, javelin-throwing, and
fencing. There was no pike training, though, since the Janissaries believed that pikes were useful only for men
trained to fight like machines.
Spanish expeditions reported seeing American Indians living in Sonora and Chihuahua riding horses.
Unbranded and unbranded horses and cattle spread rapidly across the Mexican plains and, said Viceroy Martìn
Enrìquez in 1580, “Their price was no higher than the fatigue of seizing and killing them.”
A former beggar named Gilpin, or “the Cork lad of Kentmere,” became a royal wrestler for King Edward VI
of England. Gilpin’s diet consisted of “thick porridge and milk that a mouse might walk on dry shod, to my
breakfast,” and meat for his supper when he could get it. Other famous English wrestlers of the day included
Robert Dodd of Westmoreland, John Woodall of Gosforth, and Robert Atkinson of Kendal.
Pope Julius III (Giovanni Maria del Monte).
By this year, tomatoes (introduced from the New World) were being regularly consumed by Italians.
Damiao de Goes described oranges being exported from Portugal to Spain. The tradition is that J. de Castro
had recently returned from India, bringing with him a sweet orange and planting seeds from it at his country
home, known as Penh Verde. From this tree all the Portugal-type sweet oranges have descended.

PLANTS
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In Naples, Federico Grisone published GLI ORDINI DI CAVALCARE. This “ordering of equitation” describes the
form of trained riding later known as dressage, a word itself meaning “schooling.” There was no training in
jumping, but much training in the performance of intricate movements conducted at slow gaits during princely
pageants.
The Muscovite government organized a corps of 3,000 musketeers. The job of these mostly German
infantrymen was to deliver massed musket fire from behind breastworks, not to maneuver independently on
the battlefield.
In England in the course of the following century, the Anglicans would be withdrawing their support for any
festivals held on saints’ days. In Scotland, the Netherlands, and Switzerland, the Calvinists would ban sword
dances, plays, and dancing around the maypole. In Germany, both Catholics and Lutherans would ban Passion
plays. In Italy and Spain, Catholic reformers would burn the images of Carnival. The Russians would ban
dancing, fiddlers, masks, and minstrels. In all cases, the clerics would be averring that such entertainments put
undue emphasis on sex and violence, which in turn corrupted morals and led young people astray. As a result,
wrestlers, fencers, bear-trainers, playwrights, and other entertainers would need to be looking for secular
employment.
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1553
1553: In DES MERVEILLES DU MONDE, Guillaume Postel declared the Oriental understanding to be “the best in
the world.”4
CHINA
JAPAN
KOREA
INDIA
VIETNAM

4. Today’s question, class, is “What is Orientalism?” Discuss.

O RIENTALISM
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1558
1558: Soy sauce made its transition in this year, from being a paste product to being a clear dark liquid, in the
village of Noda Shimofusa west of Edo, Japan.
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1568
1568: When the daimyo Oda Nobunaga entered Kyoto, a decade of civil war was over. From this point to
about the turn of the century would be the period of national unification of the Japanese.
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1560
1560: At about this point, Japanese sword dancers began to hold their scabbards in one hand while quickly
drawing their swords with the other. Within 15 years duelists would be copying the technique and creating kata
designed to teach iai jutsu quick-draw techniques (in 1932 such quick-draw techniques would become the
basis for iaido, the Way of Sword-Drawing).
Construction began at the Ta Er monastery in the Nan Shan mountains of western China, at which the monks
would train to use swords and spears to exorcise demons, and at quarterly temple fairs would entertain crowds
of visitors (this would become an important and popular Yellow Hat Buddhist temple, and in 1631 would add
a “Defender of Buddhism” hall with rows of spears and swords beside its doors, in which bronze mirrors lined
the walls to assist monks in their training).
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1570
1570: The Archbishopric of Edo was established and the first Japanese Jesuits were ordained.
Erection in Anqing on the north bank of the Yang-tse-keang in China, opposite to the canal that extends from
that river to the walls of Nanking, of what has become known as the Wind-Moving Pagoda. It has eight sides
and eight stories — and still stands swaying in the breezes.
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Here is this construction as it would be depicted by Anthony Van Dyck Copley Fielding (1787-1855):
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1573
1573: The daimyo Oda Nobunaga overthrew the Muromachi bakufu and extended his control over most of
Japan.
From this year into 1620, Wan Li would be the Emperor of China: this would be a period of great paintings
and porcelain-making; the imperial kilns at Jingde zhen would produce vast quantities of “china.”
The peanut is known to have been cultivated in the Chekiang Province of China in this year, presumably
having arrived on the basis of port calls that Portuguese vessels had made in Brasil en route to the Orient.

PLANTS

HDT

WHAT?

JAPAN

INDEX

NIPON

1575
1575: In Japan, the clan of Takeda was defeated by Nobunaga at Nagashino through the employment of the
tactics and tools of modern warfare. By concealing 10,000 of his musketeers at an ambush site on the far side
of a stream bed Nobunaga managed to set up a massacre of literally thousands of aristocratic cavalrymen under
the command of Takeda Katsuyori, as they were in the process of fording the stream. This event –which would
provide film director Kurosawa with the climax for his 1980 movie Kagemusha or “Shadow Warrior”– was
an ironic defeat for Takeda, as it had been his father who had been the 1st important Japanese warlord to
advocate the use of firearms in battle.
FIREARMS

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
November 13, Wednesday evening (Old Style) 1577: Tycho Brahe was out catching some fish for his supper
when he noticed, in the vicinity of the setting sun, a bright object that should not be there. As darkness fell, it
became evident first that this was a comet and that its head was of the brightness of the planet Venus, and then
that its tail stretched at least 20 degrees across the sky. The coma of the comet Brahe would establish as being
eight arc-minutes in diameter, and the tail he would measure, at its fullness, as 22 degrees in length. This one
has become famous as the 1st comet to have been understood to have been farther away from us than the moon.
Clearly, with comets farther away than the moon, Aristotle had been mistaken when he had discounted them
as mere atmospheric phenomena!

The perihelion of this comet, its passage around the sun, would occur on October 27th.
SKY EVENT

It had been first glimpsed on November 1st, from Peru, where it had been observed to be shining through the
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clouds as if it were another moon. It had been glimpsed also from London, and its tail was estimated from that
location to have reached seven and a half degrees in extent. It had been seen from Japan, to the southwest after
sunset, on November 8th, with its tail was reaching almost halfway across the sky. The Japanese likewise
considered the comet to be “bright as the moon.” On November 14, in China, a tail of some 50 degrees was
alleged. This comet would be visible to the naked eye for almost three months.
Queen Elizabeth supposedly viewed this comet despite warnings that looking at it might bring bad luck.
Supposedly, as she stepped back indoors, she remarked “Lacta est alea,” “the die is cast.”

From a hilltop in Weil, 5-year-old Johannes Kepler and his mother glimpsed the same show. To make sure he
would remember the event, Johannes’ father held him up to the sky.
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1581
1581: William Hunnis’s THE SEVEN STEPPES TO HEAVEN OR THE SEVEN SOBBES, which contained “The poor
Widow’s Mite” and “Handful of Honysuckles.”
Richard Mulcaster’s POSITIONS, one of England’s 1st wrestling manuals.
Lord Oda Nobunaga destroyed the military prowess both of the big monasteries and of the mountain clans by
going on the attack with matchlockmen and cavalry in Iga Prefecture. The spearmen of the Buddhist
monasteries and the swordsmen of the mountain clans of central Japan were no match for this new technology
of warfare.
FIREARMS
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1582
1582: In Japan, Lord Oda Nobunaga was murdered, and was succeeded by Toyotomi Hideyoshi.
October 1582: Because Caesar’s calendar (that is, the “Julian” calendar) was still several minutes longer than
the solar year, to keep Easter aligned with the spring equinox Pope Gregory XIII reduced this year’s October
by 10 days. –Hence the “Gregorian” calendar, which still remains not quite accurate since it runs 26 seconds
long per year (while Jesuits would introduce the new calendar into China and Japan during the following year,
its innovative leap years would not be well adopted in Protestant European countries until the 18th Century).
1582: The new “Gregorian” calendar sponsored among Catholics by Pope Gregory XIII replaced the
“Annunciation Celebration, March 25th” convention for New Year’s Day with the “Circumcision Celebration,
January 1st” convention (while Jesuits would introduce the new calendar into China and Japan during the
following year, its designation of January 1st as New Year’s Day would not be well adopted in Protestant
European countries until the 18th Century).

Various Year-End Conventions
Indictio graeca end-of-year convention: The calendar year extended from September 1st of the previous to
August 31st of the given year. Conventional in Byzance, South Italy, and Sicily, and until 1087 by the Papal
curia.
Indictio romana convention: The calendar year began with New Year’s day, here either A) December 25th of the
previous or B) January 1st of the given year. This calendar convention was used by the Papal curia from 1087
on and in late medieval Germany.
Indictio Bedana Convention: The calendar year extended from September 24th of the previous to September 23d
of the given year. Introduced by the Venerable Bede, later widely used, especially in Germany and by the
Imperial chancellery.
Byzantine Convention: The calendar year extended from September 1st of the previous to August 31st of the given
year in accordance with the Byzantine usage of dating the creation of the world.
Christmas Convention: The calendar year extended from December 25th of the previous to December 24th of the
given year (the convention most widely used in the Middle Ages).
Circumcision Convention: The calendar year extends from January 1st to December 31st, as is the convention
here today.
Annunciation Convention: The calendar year began with March 25th of the previous (stilus pisanus) or on March
25th of the given year (stilus florentinus, mos anglicanus).
Venezian Convention: The calendar year extended from March 1st of the given year to the last day of February of
the subsequent year. This convention derived from the pre-Caesarian Roman convention used by the
Merovingian Franks, and was the official convention in Venice until 1797.
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Easter Convention: The calendar year began on the (movable) date of Easter Sunday of the given year. The Easter
Convention year went from Easter Sunday (our convention) to Holy Saturday (our convention). Easter
Convention was used especially in France until the 16th century (mos gallicus). This program calculates Easter
only for the time after the Council of Nicea (325CE), assuming that Easter was the first Sunday after the first
official full moon on or after the official vernal equinox (March 21st). Easter dates from 1583 on are given
according to the Gregorian calendar reform of October 15, 1582, and are calculated with the official full moon.
However, not all countries immediately adopted the Gregorian calendar, and some Protestant nations
temporarily based their Easter computation on the actual rather than the “official” full moon.
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1586
1586: The Mongol leader Nurhaci triumphed in inner Mongolia, creating the formation of Bannermen that
eventually would conquer China — where they would be known and dreaded not as the Yellow Peril but as
the Manchus.
The initial publication presenting any portion of the “Orient” to the West was CATECHISMUS CHRISTIANAE FIDEI
(Lisbon: Antonius Riberius). The Jesuit Alessandro Valignano had traveled from Goa to Macao and from there
had ventured on 3 occasions to Japan. He had brought back to Europe with him in this year the Japanese
noblemen Itō Mansho, Miguel Chijiwa, Julião Nakaura, and Martinho Hara, along with some personal
servants.
O RIENTALISM
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1591
1591: Toyotomi Hideyoshi reunified and pacified Japan and announced that his plan as shogun would include
the invasion of the Philippines, Korea, and China (Ming armies and Korean naval forces ultimately would
scotch such ambitions and the primary result of them would be that the Satsuma and other smaller Japanese
clans would be led into a greater reliance on firearms).
FIREARMS

The Jesuits established the1st printing press in Japan.
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1592
1592: Toyotomi Hideyoshi tried to conquer Korea but was repelled by the Chinese. From this year into 1598
Korea would be beating off invasions by Japan. The desperate Korean government would institute a General
Directorate for Military Training to transform peasants into musketeers, archers, and pikemen. This Hullyon
Togam would derive its pedagogy came from the 1562 Chinese treatise NEW TEXT OF PRACTICAL TACTICS.
An unintentional result would be the publication of some of the 1st detailed descriptions of the Korean martial
arts, which at that point (unsurprisingly) emphasized fighting with weapons rather than fists and feet.
Meanwhile Jesuit priests were introducing Roman Catholicism into Korea. As these priests were chaplains for
some Christian samurai, the Korean interest in their faith could only be characterized as minimal. Accordingly,
the spread of Christianity into Korea would be deferred until the baptism of the scholar Yi Sunghun in 1784,
and we may well note that the Christianity to which Yi would convert would be Chinese Catholicism rather
than Roman Catholicism. This would be partly due to the unavailability of texts, but would be mainly due to
the fact that Chinese Catholicism, which placed its emphasis upon redemption rather than upon the flames of
punishment in Hell, was a better fit with the Korean culture.
In Kwangtung Province, north of Canton, some Buddhist monks incited a gang of young toughs to stage an
attack on the compound of the Jesuit priest Matteo Ricci. Their charge was that this foreigner kept mechanical
clocks and other magical devices in his house and despite having no visible means of support, never ran short
of money. The attackers, although armed with staves, ropes, and hatchets, were repelled.
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1596
1596: Spanish musketeers helped overthrow the government of Cambodia. After the Spanish continued
meddling in local politics, the Cambodians had the musketeers killed (in 1613, the pattern would repeat itself
in Burma, where a ruler named Anaukpetlun had a Franco-Portuguese adventurer named Philip de Brito y
Nicote impaled, and his European and Eurasian soldiers enslaved).
The Jesuit monk Francis Cabral complained to the Vatican that the homosexuality of the samurai classes of
Japan posed a major obstacle to their conversion.
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1597
1597: In China, Xu Guangqi (1562-1633) failed the doctoral level of examination in the mandarin system of
promotion, the jinshi exam. (He would be able to take the exam again, after further studies.)
Hiyedoshi of Japan invaded Korea.
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1598
1598: At about this point several expeditions set out from the Netherlands to China and Japan, by various
routes. Pieter van den Hagen and Johan van der Veken sent out an expedition consisting of 5 ships and 494
men that was to reach the east by way of the Straits of Magelhaes (Magellan). The ships with their captains
were: Hoop (“Hope”) under Captain Jacques Mahu, leader of the expedition; Liefde (“Love”) under Captain
Simon de Cordes, the 2d-in-command; Geloof (“Belief”) under Captain Gerrit van Beuningen; Trouwe
(“Faith”) under Captain Van Boekhout; and Blijde Boodschap (“Happy Message,” the Dutch translation of
“Gospel”) under Captain Sebald de Weert.
Hideyoshi of Japan died after trying a 2d time to invade Korea.
Xu Guangqi (1562-1633), who had failed in his 1st try at the doctoral level of examination in the mandarin
system of promotion of China, the jinshi exam, and was looking for a belief system that would supplement
Confucianism (Ruxue)5 while replacing Buddhism, accepted instruction by the Jesuit fathers in the Christian
faith.
CHINESE CHRISTIANITY

5. Since Confucius himself had not claimed to be a creator, but merely a transmitter of traditional teachings, even to ascribe these
teachings to him as we do in the West by using a form of his name is fundamentally un-Confucian. The word that is used in Chinese
means merely “the teachings of the literati” and makes no explicit reference to Master K’ung.
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17TH CENTURY
1600
October 20, Monday (Old Style) 1600: At the battle of Sekigahara, Tokugawa Ieyasu, a friend of Hideyoshi
and Nobunaga, defeated all rivals to his leadership of Japan, thereby establishing the Tokugawa clan in a
hegemony they would maintain until 1865. What is known as the Edo period began.

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...

During this century in Japan the smoking of tobacco would begin to take place in polite society.

HDT

JAPAN

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

HDT

WHAT?

NIPON

INDEX

JAPAN

1603
1603: In Japan, the cultivation of tobacco had begun and smoking was spreading among all classes, and
caution in regard to the outbreak of fires, fear of foreign influences, and interference with the cultivation of
needed food crops such as rice resulted in a series of severe imperial prohibitions. Increasing penalties,
including property confiscations, death threats, fines, and imprisonment, would prove to no avail — and these
prohibitions would gradually fall by the wayside due to lack of enforcement.
The emperor appointed Ieyasu as shogun, and he relocated his government to Edo (Tokyo) where he would
found the Tokugawa dynasty of shoguns. The Tokugawa Shogunate would divide subjects into 5 hereditary
classes of decreasing importance (lords, samurai, farmers, artisans, merchants).
English physicians, upset because the New-World drug tobacco was being used by people without obtaining
a physician’s prescription, complained to King James I of England. Please, king, show these self-medicating
people that what they are doing is intrinsically wrong — because fee professionals ought to have a lock on
human health, and on the fees that spring therefrom.

JAMES I
Edward Stanhope, town recorder for Donacaster, died (with him out of the picture, the attorney John Ferne,
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the previous town recorder, would be able to recover this appointment and its income).
A cousin, also named John Ferne, was in this year knighted by King James I. This cousin would partner with
Sir Arthur Ingram in a controversial vending of English military ordnance to other European powers.
With King James I on the throne of England, John Ferne’s determined persecution of English Catholics was
brought to an end. However, the new President of the Council in the North, Edmund, 3d Lord Sheffield,
appointed the up-and-coming Ferne and another rising northern lawyer, William Gee, to hold the post of
secretary in tandem with each of them being able to secure in this manner perhaps £700 a year in fees (Ferne
would be secretary to Robert Redmayne, 3d Duke of Huntingdon).
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1604
1604: The leaders of the Satsuma clan of Kagoshima, Japan favored a school of Zen Buddhist swordsmanship
known as the Jigen Ryu. (During the 1830s this school would be patronized by various Ryukyuan officials
including the karate master Matsumura Sokon.)
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1605
1605: At about this point the Tokugawa court of Japan began to patronize the Go In (the Go Academy) of
Honinbo Sansha, a fighting master (this was the academy that would introduce the classification “shodan” for
the 1st degree, “nidan” for the 2d degree, etc.).
Gonnosuke Muso, a Japanese stick fighter, was able to fight Miyamoto Musashi to a draw, and this duel would
lead to the popularity of Gonnosuke’s technique of single-stick fighting, Shindo Muso Ryu.
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1607
1607: In Japan, Confucianism (Ruxue) was coming to be the main force in politics and society. The Tokugawa
government ordered that gunsmiths relocate to central locations where their activities could be carefully
monitored and kept under control — and paid these artisans to learn more peaceable trades such as the
manufacture of pots and pans.
FIREARMS
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1609
1609: Samurai belonging to the Satsuma clan of Kagoshima, Japan, raided the Ryukyus. Although Japanese
historians rarely admit this, the Satsuma brought with them 700 muskets and 30,000 bullets. The chief
exception was Hokama Tetsuhiro, who wrote in 1984 that the Okinawans believed that the firearms were some
kind of magic stick. He added that the Japanese lost 7 musketeers, 6 archers, and 44 pikemen during a 40-day
campaign that caused the death of over 500 Okinawans.
FIREARMS

While this raid was of little importance in 1609, during the Mid-17th Century the Satsuma began using it as
justification for organizing “tribute” expeditions that were really nothing more than government-sponsored
smuggling operations. (Barred from trading directly with China or the West except through heavily watched
Nagasaki, the Satsuma were of course free to do any trade they liked in their Okinawan “protectorate.”)
The Satsuma raid would become historigraphically important following the Meiji Restoration of 1868,
as in 1879 it would provide the Japanese the excuse they needed to militarily occupy Okinawa.
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1612
1612: From this year to 1639 those Japanese who had turned Christian would be undergoing severe
persecution.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1612-1629

Go-Mi-no-o

1630-1643

Meisho

1644-1654

Go-Komyo

1655-1662

Go-Saiin

1663-1686

Reigen

1687-1709

Higashi-yama

1710-1735

Nakamikado

1736-1746

Sakuramachi

1746-1762

Momozono

1763-1770

Go-Sakuramachi

1771-1779

Go-Momozono

1780-1816

Kokaku

1817-1846

Ninko

1847-1866

Komei

1866-1912

Mutsuhito

1912-1926

Yoshihito

1926-1989

Hirohito

1989-20??

Akihito

(Eventually we would drop an atom bomb on the heads of those Japanese who had turned Christian, in their
home city of Nagasaki.)
Peasants who were unwilling to resume their status as serfs armed themselves and attempted a resistance, only
to be hunted down by Tokugawa soldiers (this process would reach its completion in 1686, with the arrest of
the final 300 members of the All-God group and execution of their leaders; the modern Japanese crime
syndicates known as yakuza, or “losers,” date their origin to the officially sanctioned guilds of peddlers,
gamblers, and strongarm guys formed in the wake of this repression).
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1613
October 1613: Hasekura Tsunenaga (1571-1622), at the head of a crew of 180 Japanese, set out for Acapulco
in a 500-ton galleon that had been built in 6 months under Spanish supervision by Japanese shipwrights.
He would have audiences with the Mexican viceroy in 1614 and, after a voyage on a Western ship, with the
Spanish monarch Philip III in 1615. While in Spain he would have himself baptized as a Christian:

There is still in Seville, Spain a family of surname “Japon” that has one or another of the 20 Japanese that made
it that far, among its ancestors. The story is well told in RELACIÓN BREVE, Y SUMARIA DEL EDITO QUE MANDÓ
PUBLICAR EN TODO SU REYNO DEL BOJÖ, UNO DE LAS MAS PODEROSOS DEL IAPON, EL REY IDATE MASAMUNE,
PUBLICANDO LA FÉ DE CRISTO, Y DEL EMBAXADOR QUE EMBIO A ESPAÑA....
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Hasekura Tsunenaga would voyage on to Rome where he would score an audience with Pope Paul V. Here he
is in the attire he would don for his audience:

(Back home, however, the Japanese ruler Tokugawa Ieyasu would during February 1613/14 have issued an
edict expelling all priests from Japan, and eventually this would result in a hardening of the Spanish attitude
toward trade; thus Hasekura’s mission ultimately would come to nothing. After two years in the Philippines,
Hasekura would return to Japan in September 1620.)
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1614
1614: Ieyasu banned Christianity from Japan.
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1615
1615: Ieyasu captured Osaka and destroyed the Toyotomi clan.
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1620
1620: In about this year tobacco was banned in Japan — indulging in tobacco is bad for you. (This decade
would mark the beginning of the Japanese national policy of restriction of contact with the outside world.
Indulging in the outside world is bad for you.)
A trade agreement between the Crown and the Virginia Company placed a ban upon commercial growing of
the plant in England in return for a royal one-shilling/pound duty on Virginia production. 40,000 pounds of
product were imported into England in this year from the Virginia coast of the New World.

READ ABOUT VIRGINIA
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1623: In Japan, merchants and artisans would henceforth be prohibited from wearing the two swords of a
samurai (the government would decree similar restrictions upon low-level samurai in 1640, and upon
musicians and painters in 1683).
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1624
August 25, Wednesday (Old Style), 1624: Marinus Sonck succumbed to Chinese demands and moved his
contingent to Formosa (Taiwan), to erect there the factory of Fort Zeelandia. Since the Dutch would forbid Li
Dan to trade with Japan and would monopolize the harbour, Li Dan and his sailors effectively became pirates
in the Dutch service, attacking trade between China and Manila.
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1625
1625: Johannes de Laet’s NIEUVVE WERELDT; OFTE, BESCHRIJVINGHE VAN WEST INDIEN, UIT VEELERHANDE
SCHRIFTEN ENDE AEN-TEEKENINGEN VAN VERSCHEYDEN NATIEN (Leyden: Bonaventure & Abraham Elseviers).
The Thirty Years War was creating new codes of warfare in Europe. Another Dutchman, Huigh de Groot,
published DE JURE BELLI AC PACIS, the primary intent of which was to confine legitimate use of force in the
hands of a central state, to keep it out of the hands of regional chieftains. On the other side of the northern
hemisphere, however, warlords were trying to figure out ways to resist a more and more powerful Japanese
central government. Toward this end they were formulating a flexible new code of bureaucratic militarism,
terming this bushido or “The Way of the Warrior.”
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1629
1629: The Japanese immersed the Western missionary Francisco de Jesus daily in a natural boiling spring,
until on the 33d immersion he expired.
August 1629: Governor Pieter Nuyts was replaced by Pieter Putmans, who intended to extend Dutch interests
to the rest of Formosa (Taiwan). Formosan (Taiwanese) fishermen traded local deerskins with Chinese traders
for salt and iron tools. The deerskins could fetch a good price in Japan. The Dutch hoped to be able to control
this trade, so they could get taxation from it. Putmans also wanted to convert the Formosans (Taiwanese) to
Christianity, and invited Chinese farmers to produce both food products and export products.
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1633
1633: Governor Pieter Putmans attempted to use force to open up trade with Amoy, just off the coast of China,
but was beaten off by Iquan.
In Japan, the shogun Iemitsu forbade not only foreign travel but also the reading of foreign books.
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1636
1636: The Dutch East Indies Company had perfected its control over its nutmeg monopoly. By the ruthless
extirpation of all nutmeg trees not in officially sponsored groves, it ensured that the supply of this spice would

never outstrip the world’s demand for it at a luxury price. Since this commodity was in no sense a necessity of
life, surplus was always more to be intercepted than shortage. Distribution control was a money machine.

Although the Portuguese were expelled from their Japanese trade island Deshima, the Dutch would be allowed
on-going contact with Japanese traders, at first through Hirado and eventually, in 1641, through Deshima
again.
The Dutch occupied Ceylon, forcing villagers to supply quotas of cinnamon (as had the Portuguese
previously).

PLANTS
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1638
1638: In Japan, the shogun Iemitsu forbade the construction of ships.
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1639
1639: The shogun Iemitsu restricted interaction with foreigners to Nagasaki.
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1640
1640: In 1623 in Japan, merchants and artisans had been forbidden to wear the two swords of a samurai.
In this year the government extended this restriction to include low-level samurai (in 1683 the ban would be
extended to include musicians and painters).
At this point Japanese urban detectives started carrying a one-tined truncheon referred to as the “jutte.”
The weapon was about 15 inches in length and the purpose of its tine was to capture or snap the blade of an
opponent’s sword. Ryukyuan police officers were carrying a similar sword-breaker having two tines, referred
to as the “sai.”

HDT

WHAT?

NIPON

INDEX

JAPAN

1641
1641: The shogun Iemitsu, who had previously restricted all interaction with foreigners to the single port of
Nagasaki, in this year banned all foreigners except the Chinese and Dutch.
The emperor of China again decreed, as he had ineffectually in 1638, that any person caught trafficking in
tobacco was to be decapitated. This decree would prove ineffectual as smoking and the taking of snuff spread
within the imperial court.
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
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1644
1644: Matsuo Kinsaku (Bashō) was born into a warrior-class family in Ueno in what is now Mie Prefecture
on the island of Honshu, Japan.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1644-1654

Go-Komyo

1655-1662

Go-Saiin

1663-1686

Reigen

1687-1709

Higashi-yama

1710-1735

Nakamikado

1736-1746

Sakuramachi

1746-1762

Momozono

1763-1770

Go-Sakuramachi

1771-1779

Go-Momozono

1780-1816

Kokaku

1817-1846

Ninko

1847-1866

Komei

1866-1912

Mutsuhito

1912-1926

Yoshihito

1926-1989

Hirohito

1989-20??

Akihito

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

1650
1650s: In Japan during this decade, all injunctions against the use of tobacco were repealed.
With peace, there evolved a new kind of noble, literate warrior according to bushido (“way of the warrior”).
In 1642 a papal bull had banned tobacco use by the clergy under penalty of excommunication. In this year
another papal bull reinforced this threat.
Although Sultan Murad IV had established the death penalty for smoking in the Ottoman Empire, the use of
tobacco had nevertheless spread. Many Turkish subjects were instead taking snuff because such use could be
more surreptitious. At this point, the ban was repealed and cultivation of the plant spread across Turkey.
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1657
1657: Tokugawa Mitsukuni began the compilation of a history of Japan.
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1666
1666: The local feudal lord of Iga Province on the island of Honshu died, leaving the samurai Matsuo
Chūemon Munefusa (Bashō) at the age of 22 in the status of a ronin, or warrior without a legitimate reason to
threaten anyone.6 The young man moved to Edo, then the largest city in the Japanese islands and on its way
to becoming in the next century not only the capital (under the name “Tokyo”) but also, at better than 1,000,000
inhabitants, the largest city in the world. He there studied the Japanese and Chinese classics at a monastery in
Kyoto and devoted himself to linked renga and to a 17-syllable haikai format which was at that time a popular
literary pastime.7

6. We are no doubt familiar with this predicament from countless ronin movies and spaghetti westerns.
7. Some of us may be familiar with that sort of pastime as the slum amusement known as “doing the numbers.”
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1669
1669: Western ships were purchasing cases of Chinese tea in Java, where it had begun to be cultivated
as in Japan and on the island of Formosa (Taiwan).
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1671
1671: Ch’en Yüan-pin, a potter from China, died in Nagoya, Japan. Ch’en had been one who had always
enjoyed the martial arts, and evidently his discussions with the ronin Fukuno Hichiroemon, Isogai Jirozaemon,
and Miura Yojiemon would have significant impact on the development of jujutsu and related Japanese martial
arts. Ch’en had also traveled through the Ryukyu Islands, and while there had reportedly published a secret
boxing text. On this basis it has been suggested that he had influenced the Okinawan royal martial art called
Motobu Ryu Udun-di.
In about this year a Chinese dramatist, P’u Sung-ling, authored a pleasant fantasy about T’sui Meng and his
friend Li Shen who delighted in using boxing, stick-fighting, and firearms to rectify injustices. Such a Chinese
fantasy was more pleasant than the Chinese reality, for in this year two Shantung headmen named Hu
attempted to testify against a corrupt landlord named Liu — and thugs broke their legs.
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1679
1679: Matsuo Chūemon Munefusa (Bashō) wrote the first haiku of his Zen shofu “new style” in which
independent but related images –a particular image and a general image– are forcefully juxtaposed:
On a withered branch
A crow has alighted:
Nightfall in autumn.

HDT

WHAT?

NIPON

INDEX

JAPAN

1683
1683: In 1623 in Japan, merchants and artisans had been forbidden to wear the two swords of a samurai, and
in 1640, this restriction had been extended to include low-level samurai. In this year the government extended
this ban to include musicians and painters.
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1684
1684: Matsuo Chūemon Munefusa (Bashō)’s initial journey recorded as poetry.
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1694
1694: Bashō’s journey to northern Japan produced OKU-NO-HOSOMICHI.8
October 12, Friday (Old Style) 1694: Matsuo Chūemon Munefusa (Bashō) died in Osaka. His jisei farewell
poem to life:
On a journey, ill:
my dream goes wandering
over withered fields.

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

399 BCE

Socrates

drinking the hemlock

“Crito, I owe a cock to Æsclepius.”

27 CE

Jesus

being crucified

“It is finished.” [John 19:30]

8. Translated as THE NARROW ROAD TO THE DEEP NORTH.
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February 5, 1256

Doyu

his jisei farewell poem to life

In all my six and fifty years
No miracles occurred.
For the Buddhas and the Great Ones of the Faith,
I have questions in my heart.
And if I say,
“Today, this hour
I leave the world,”
There’s nothing in it. Day after day,
Does not the sun rise in the east?

October 8, 1272

Goku Kyonen

his jisei farewell poem to life

The truth embodied in the Buddhas
Of the future, present, past;
The teaching we received from the
Fathers of our faith
Can all be found at the tip of my stick.

October 17, 1280

Enni Ben’en

his jisei farewell poem to life

All my life I taught Zen to the people—
Nine and seventy years.
He who sees not things as they are
Will never know Zen.

August 21, 1281

Ingo

his jisei farewell poem to life

Three and seventy years
I’ve drawn pure water from the fire—
Now I become a tiny bug.
With a touch of my body
I shatter all worlds.

October 12, 1333

Giun

his jisei farewell poem to life

All doctrines split asunder
Zen teaching cast away—
Fourscore years and one,
The sky now cracks and falls
The earth cleaves open—
In the heart of the fire
Lies a hidden spring.

February 26, 1370

Daido Ichi’i

his jisei farewell poem to life

A tune of non-being
Filling the void:
Spring sun
Snow whiteness
Bright clouds
Clear wind.

February 20, 1387

Bassui Tokushō

his jisei farewell poem to life

“Look straight ahead. What’s there?
If you see it as it is
You will never err.”

1415

John Huss

being burned at the stake

June 27, 1428

Kaso Sodon

his jisei farewell poem to life

“O, holy simplicity!”
A drop of water freezes instantly—
My seven years and seventy.
All changes at a blow
Springs of water welling from the fire.
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May 30, 1431

Joan of Arc

being burned at the stake

“Hold the cross high so I may see it through the
flames.”

November 21, 1481

Ikkyū Sōjun

his jisei farewell poem to life

May 4, 1534

Father John Houghton

as he was being disemboweled

“And what wilt thou do with my heart, O Christ?”

July 6, 1535

Sir Thomas More

being beheaded

“The King’s good servant, but God’s First.”

1536

Anne Boleyn

being beheaded

“Oh God, have pity on my soul.”

February 18, 1546

Martin Luther

found on his chamber table

“We are beggars: this is true.”

July 16, 1546

Anne Askew

being burned at the stake

“There he misseth, and speaketh without the
book”

June 24, 1548

Kogaku Soko

his jisei farewell poem to life

My final words are these:
As I fall I throw all on a high mountain peak—
Lo! All creation shatters; thus it is
That I destroy Zen doctrine.

January 27, 1568

Dairin Soto

his jisei farewell poem to life

My whole life long I’ve sharpened my sword
And now, face to face with death
I unsheathe it, and lo—
The blade is broken—
Alas!

1601

Tycho Brahe

unsolicited comment

“Let me not seem to have lived in vain.”

1618

Sir Walter Raleigh

his wife would embalm his head and
keep it near her in a red leather bag

“Strike, man, strike.”

October 1, 1643

Kogetsu Sogan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1649

Charles I

the chopper was to wait for a signal
that the king had prepared himself

“Stay for the sign.”

1659

Friend Marmaduke Stevenson and Friend William Robinson

unsolicited comments made over the
muting roll of a drum intended to prevent such remarks from being heard

Friend Marmaduke: “We suffer not as evil-doers
but for conscience’ sake.” Friend William: “I die
for Christ.”

1660

Friend Mary Dyer

asked at her execution
whether they should pray for her soul

“Nay, first a child; then a young man;
then a strong man, before an elder of
Christ Jesus.”

October 1, 1661

Gudō Toshoku

his jisei farewell poem to life

“I have finished my task.
It is now up to my followers to work for mankind.”

In all the kingdom southward
From the center of the earth
Where is he who understands my Zen?
Should the master Kido himself appear
He wouldn’t be worth a worn-out cent.

Katsu!
Katsu!
Katsu!
Katsu!
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July 16, 1669

Daigu Sōchiku

his jisei farewell poem to life

Needles pierce my ailing body, and my pain grows
greater. This life of mine, which has been like a
disease — what is its meaning? In all the world I
haven’t a single friend to whom I can unburden my
soul. Truly all that appears to the eye is only a
flower that blooms in a day.

1681

Headman Ockanickon of
the Mantas

the Mantas are the “Leaping Frogs”
group of the Lenape tribe

“Be plain and fair to all, both Indian
and Christian, as I have been.”

May 15, 1688

Mukai Chine

her jisei farewell poem to life

1692

Massachusetts Bay
colonist Giles Corey

being pressed to death for refusing to
cooperate in his trial for witchcraft

October 12, 1694

Matsuo Chūemon
Munefusa (Bashō)

his jisei farewell poem to life

On a journey, ill:
my dream goes wandering
over withered fields.

January 10, 1696

Gesshū Sōko

his jisei farewell poem to life

Inhale, exhale
Forward, back
Living, dying:
Arrows, let flown each to each
Meet midway and slice
The void in aimless flight—
Thus I return to the source.

January 4, 1718

Aki no Bo

his jisei farewell poem to life

The fourth day
of the new year: what better day
to leave the world?

October 6, 1721

Dōkyō Etan

his jisei farewell poem to life

Here in the shadow of death it is hard
To utter the final word.
I’ll only say, then,
“Without saying,”
Nothing more,
Nothing more.

1777

John Bartram

during a spasm of pain

December 25, 1783

Yosa no Buson

his jisei farewell poem to life (he
would die on January 17, 1784)

1790

Benjamin Franklin

unsolicited comment

July 24, 1792

Bufo

his jisei farewell poem to life

It lights up
as lightly as it fades:
a firefly.
“Add more weight that my misery
may be the sooner ended.”

“I want to die.”
Of late the nights
are dawning
plum-blossom white.
“A dying man can do nothing easy.”
Oh, I don’t care
where autumn clouds
are drifting to.
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1793

Louis Capet,
King Louis XVI of France

being beheaded in the Place de la Concorde

“I die innocent of all the crimes laid to my charge;
I Pardon those who have occasioned my death;
and I pray to God that the blood you are going to
shed may never be visited on France.”

1793

Jean-Paul Marat

reviewing a list of names

“They shall all be guillotined.”

1793

Citizen Marie Antoinette

stepping on the foot of her executioner

“Pardonnez-moi, monsieur.”

1794

George Jacques Danton

he had been convicted of not having
made adequate use of the guillotine

“Show my head to the people.
It is worth seeing.”

December 24, 1794

Chirin

his jisei farewell poem to life

1798

Giovanni Casanova

having spent his life collecting sequentially and in tandem 132 pubic scalps

“I have lived as a philosopher and died
as a Christian.”

1799

George Washington

fearing being buried alive (a common
fear for that period), he was being
heartily reassured by his physician

“’Tis well.”

August 25, 1804

Gengen’ichi

his jisei farewell poem to life

1806

Charles Dickinson

he was dueling with Andrew Jackson

September 3, 1806

Chogo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1809

Thomas Paine

his physician asked whether he wished
to believe Jesus to be the son of God

June 28, 1820

Seisetsu Shucho

his jisei farewell poem to life

1821

John Keats

dying of TB in Rome

May 2, 1823

Kiko

his jisei farewell poem to life

1825

Phebe Walker Bliss Emerson Ripley

died in Concord

In earth and sky
no grain of dust—
snow on the foothills.

Morning glory
even though you wither
dawn will break anew.
“Why have you put out the lights?”
I long for people—
then again I loathe them:
end of autumn.
“I have no wish to believe on that subject.”
My hour draws near and I am still alive.
Drawn by the chains of death
I take my leave.
The King of Hades has decreed
Tomorrow I shall be his slave.
“Severn … I am dying … I shall die easy … don’t
be frightened … be firm and thank God it has
come.”
That which blossoms
falls, the way of all flesh
in this world of flowers.
“Don’t call Dr. Ripley his boots squeak so,
Mr. Emerson used to step so softly,
his boots never squeaked.”
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November 27, 1825

Gazen

his jisei farewell poem to life

1826

Thomas Jefferson

died at 12:50PM

August 25, 1826

Retsuzan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1826

John Adams

died at 5: 30PM — Jefferson actually
had, in Virginia, predeceased him

November 19, 1827

Kobayashi Issa

his jisei farewell poem to life

1830

King George IV

early one morning in Windsor Castle

January 6, 1831

Ryokan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1832

Sam Sharpe

being hanged after an unsuccessful
slave revolt on the island of Jamaica

May 12, 1835

Hanri

his jisei farewell poem to life

1836

James Madison

unsolicited comment

October 7, 1837

Sengai Gibon

his jisei farewell poem to life

1846

Benjamin Robert Haydon

final entry in 38-year journal before
offing himself

October 31, 1847

Kyohaku

his jisei farewell poem to life

1848

John Quincy Adams

had just voted “no” on war on Mexico

December 5, 1848

Shofu

his jisei farewell poem to life

1849

Washington Goode

offered a cup of water before being
hanged in Boston

I lean against
the stove and lo!
eternity.
“Is it the 4th? —Ah.”
The night I understood
this is a world of dew,
I woke up from my sleep.
“Thomas Jefferson still surv...”
What matters if I live on—
a tortoise lives
a hundred times as long.
“Good God, what is this? — My boy, this is
death.”
Now it reveals its hidden side
and now the other — thus it falls,
an autumn leaf.
“I would rather die on yonder gallows than live in
slavery.”
My life:
echoes of a clucking tongue
above pure waters.
“I always talk better lying down.”
He who comes knows only his coming
He who goes knows only his end.
To be saved from the chasm
Why cling to the cliff?
Clouds floating low
Never know where the breezes will blow them.
“Stretch me no longer on this tough world.
— Lear”
I am not worthy
of this crimson carpet:
autumn maple leaves.
“This is the last of earth. I am composed.”
One moon—
one me—
snow-covered field path.
“This is the last Cochituate water that I shall ever
drink.”
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1849

Edgar Allan Poe

in bad shape in Baltimore

“Lord help my poor soul.”

April 12, 1849

Katsushika Hokusai

his jisei farewell poem to life

1849

Frederic Chopin

dying of tuberculosis

“Swear to make them cut me open, so that I won’t
be buried alive.”

1850

John Caldwell Calhoun

unsolicited comment

“The South! The poor South!
God knows what will become of her.”

1851

John James Audubon

shooting at sitting ducks on his estate,
at age 66 despite stroke and senility

“You go down that side of Long Pond and I’ll go
down this side and we’ll get the ducks!”

December 4, 1851

Kizan

his jisei farewell poem to life

1852

Daniel Webster

his attendant was tardy
in administering some brandy

July 15, 1855

Enryo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1857

Auguste Comte

he had been making himself the pope
of a religion of science, “Positivism”

August 16, 1858

Namagusai Tazukuri

his jisei farewell poem to life

In fall
the willow tree recalls
its bygone glory.

October 12, 1858

Utagawa Hiroshiga

his jisei farewell poem to life

I leave my brush in the East
And set forth on my journey.
I shall see the famous places in the Western Land.

March 23, 1859

Hakuen

his jisei farewell poem to life

What is it but a dream?
The blossoming as well
lasts only seven cycles.

1859

John Brown

request

July 27, 1860

Kinko

his jisei farewell poem to life

1862

Henry David Thoreau

he was editing manuscript

June 11, 1863

Bairyu

his jisei farewell poem to life

1864

General John Sedgwick

Battle of Spotsylvania

Now as a spirit
I shall roam
the summer fields.

When I am gone
will someone care for
the chrysanthemum I leave?
“I still live!”
Autumn waters
of this world wake me
from my drunkenness.
“What an irreparable loss!”

“I am ready at any time
— do not keep me waiting.”
Within the vast and empty
autumn night
dawn breaks.
“moose ... Indian”
O hydrangea—
you change and change
back to your primal color.
“They couldn't hit an elephant at this distance.”
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1865

Abraham Lincoln

on stage, an actor ad-libbed a reference
to the presence of the President

The President laughed

1865

John Wilkes Booth

with his leg broken, surrounded by
relentlessly angry armed men, in a
burning barn

“Useless ... useless.”

November 5, 1868

Amano Hachiro

his jisei farewell poem to life

1872

Samuel F.B. Morse

doctor tapped on his chest and said:
“This is the way we doctors telegraph,
Professor.”

October 29, 1872

Otsuchi

his jisei farewell poem to life

1872

Horace Greeley

Whitelaw Reid took over the Tribune

March 28, 1878

Gizan Zenrai

his jisei farewell poem to life

1881

Billy the Kid

in the dark, he heard Pat Garrett enter

August 16, 1881

Rokushi

his jisei farewell poem to life

1882

Charles Darwin

fundamentalists tell lying stories of his
abandoning his heretical theories in
favor of Christ Jesus and His salvation

January 4, 1882

Hankai

his jisei farewell poem to life

1883

Sojourner Truth

advice for us all

“Be a follower of the Lord Jesus.”

1883

Karl Marx

his housekeeper asked him whether he
had any last words

“Last words are for fools who haven’t said
enough.”

1886

Emily Dickinson

unsolicited comment

“I must go in, the fog is rising.”

April 11, 1886

Fuso

his jisei farewell poem to life

Lightning flickers
only in the north:
the moon is overcast.
“Very good, very good.”

O white chrysanthemum—
man, too,
passes his prime.
“You son of a bitch, you stole my newspaper!”
I was born into this world
I leave it at my death.
Into a thousand towns
My legs have carried me,
And countless homes—
What are all these?
A moon reflected in the water
A flower floating in the sky.
Ho!
“Who is it?”
I wake up
from a seventy-five-year dream
to millet porridge.
“I am not the least afraid to die.”

The year is ending:
I have not left my heart
behind.

Upon the lotus flower
morning dew is
thinning out.
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1887

Henry Ward Beecher

unsolicited comment

“Now comes the mystery.”

1888

Louisa May Alcott

unsolicited comment

“Thus far the Lord has led me on.”

1890

Joseph Cary Merrick

the actor John Hurt, pretending to be
The Elephant Man in a movie

“Nothing ever dies.”

August 25, 1890

Okyo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1891

Phineas Taylor Barnum

inquiry

January 2, 1893

Nakamichi

his jisei farewell poem to life

This phantasm
of falling petals vanishes into
moon and flowers....
“How were the circus receipts today
at Madison Square Garden?”
At the crossroad
of my life and death
a cuckoo cries.
Ice in a hot world
my life
melts.

1894

George Inness

witnessing the sunset, he threw his
hands into the air and fell

“My God! oh, how beautiful!”

February 1903

Baiko

his jisei farewell poem to life

1910

Leo Tolstòy

asked to reconcile with the church

“Even in the valley of the shadow of death,
two and two do not make six.”

1912

Robert Scott

freezing to death at the South Pole

“It seems a pity, but I do not think that I can write
more.”

November 29, 1914

Bokusui

his jisei farewell poem to life

A parting word?
The melting snow
is odorless.

January 29, 1919

Getsurei

his jisei farewell poem to life

Stumble,
fall,
slide down the snow slope.

August 31, 1920

Koson

his jisei farewell poem to life

I die
the evening of the day
the hibiscus blooms.

August 2, 1922

Alexander Graham Bell

When his deaf wife pleaded “Aleck,
please don’t leave me,” he spelled “no”
in her hand.

“No.”

1923

Pancho Villa

retired with a general’s salary, he visited the local bank and was ambushed
on July 23, 1923 in Parral, Chihuahua

“Don’t let it end like this.
Tell them I said something.”

Plum petals falling
I look up — the sky,
a clear crisp moon.
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April 27, 1923

Saruo

his jisei farewell poem to life

1926

Luther Burbank

Three months before he had admitted
that he did not believe in an afterlife;
he died in a frenzy of daily hate-mail.

Cherry blossoms fall
on a half-eaten
dumpling.
“I don’t feel good.”

February 20, 1926

Meisetsu

his jisei farewell poem to life

1927

Isadora Duncan

The long white scarf around her neck
got caught in the wheel of her car.

July 24, 1927

Ryūnosuke Akutagawa, “Gaki”

his jisei farewell poem to life

March 14, 1932

George Eastman

Suicide note — he shot himself.

May 31, 1935

Oto

his jisei farewell poem to life

1936

George V, King of
England

It was suggested that he might recuperate at Bogner Regis

“Bugger Bogner.”

1945

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

having a massive cerebral hemorrhage

“I have a terrific headache.”

1945

Adolf Hitler

as hypothesized by Kurt Vonnegut

“I never asked to be born in the first place.”

1946

Alfred Rosenberg

hangman asked if he had last words

“No.”

November 22, 1963

Aldous Huxley

dying of throat cancer

“LSD, 100 µg, intramuscular”

January 24, 1965

Winston Churchill

slipping into a 9-day coma

“I’m bored with it all.”

1977

Gary Gilmore

being inventively executed

“Let’s do it.”

1997

Diana, Princess of Wales

per French police records

“My God. What’s happened?”

1998

Richard Feynman

unsolicited comment

“I’d hate to die twice, It’s so boring.”

1998

Karla Fay Tucker

Governor George W. Bush refused
requests from Christian organizations
based upon her alleged conversion

“I am going to be face to face with Jesus now.... I
will see you all when you get there. I will wait for
you.”

My only hope against
the cold—
one hot-water bottle.
“Adieu, mes amis,
je vais à l’amour.”
One spot, alone
left glowing in the dark:
my snotty nose.
“My work is done. Why wait?”
At night my sleep
embraces the summer shadows
of my life.
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18TH CENTURY
1700
1700: In Japan, Kabuki and ukiyo-e become popular.
The smoking of tobacco/opium mixtures, leading to the recreational smoking of opium by itself, was spreading
from the East Indies to Formosa, Fukien, and the South China coast. At this point China began to recognize
that a problem was developing in regard to this overuse of opium.
Opposition in Western Europe to the use of tobacco declined as by this point all classes were smoking.
The French upper classes substituted the use of snuff for smoking. Spreading from France, snufftaking was
becoming fashionable among the nobility and clergy. Courtiers returning from France introduced snufftaking
into England.
By this point in China, tobacco cultivation and the use of snuff among the aristocracy were firmly established.
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January 26, Friday-27, Saturday (1699, Old Style), 1700: At approximately 9PM on this winter night an
undersea elastic-rebound temblor occurred on the Cascadia fault, the subduction zone off the west coast of
Vancouver Island in what is now Washington and Oregon. The estimated magnitude of this quake was >8.5M,
meaning that it was like a hundred times more intense than would be the Great San Francisco Earthquake. In
the dawn’s early light the native village at the entrance to Pachena Bay near present-day Seattle, Washington
would no longer be present. Results of this earthquake on the coast can still be noted and photographed.
An incredibly destructive 2-meter tsunami was rolling across the northern Pacific to dash against the east coast
of the Japanese island of Honshu.9 There are written records in Japan of the damage done on the following
day.10

9. This temblor and tsunami is likely to have been similar to the Richter-9 events which occurred along the coast of Chile in 1960
and in southern Alaskan waters in 1964.
10. For a comparison event within our own timeframe: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/
indonesia/aceh-andaman-tsunami-imagery.htm
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1703
1703: In Boston, Magistrate Samuel Sewall, who had played a part in the witch trials, stood before the
congregation of the church of which he was a member and confessed errors. He was ashamed, but not
sufficiently ashamed to commit suicide (in Japan in this year, by way of cultural contrast, in shame for offenses
of lesser moral turpitude 47 ronin were committing group suicide.)
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1707
1707: In Japan, Mount Fuji erupted (it has only smoked and rumbled, since).

VOLCANISM
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1709
1709: In Japan, the death of the shogun Tsunayoshi.
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1712
1712: Hans Sloane, M.D.’s purchased the manor of Chelsea, London. This would provide the grounds for the
Chelsea Physic Garden and perpetuate his memory in the names of Hans Street, Hans Crescent, Hans Place,
Hans Road, Sloane Square, Sloane Street, and Sloane Gardens in the Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea.

Engelbert Kaempfer, who had been a physician with the Dutch East India Company at Deshima in Japan from
1690 to 1692, published AMOENITATES EXOTICAE, the 1st western description of the Japanese flora (as well as
other information). Other Kaempfer notes, published by Hans Sloane as HISTORY OF JAPAN, include the first
Western description of Ginkgo biloba.
BOTANIZING

Captain Frezier introduced the Chilean strawberry, Fragaria chiloensis, to France. It would arrive in Britain a
few years later. This plant, along with the North American species taken to France by Jean Robin in 1624, is
part of the ancestry of today’s commercial strawberries.

PLANTS
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1715
1715: Père Pierre-François-Xavier de Charlevoix’s HISTOIRE DU CHRISTIANISME AU JAPON.
JAPAN
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1716
1716: From this year into 1745, the reforming shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune would be ruling Japan.
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1722
December 1722: Père Pierre-François-Xavier de Charlevoix sailed from the mouth of the Mississippi back to
France. In France, he would work on VIE DE MÈRE MARIE DE L’INCARNATION, HISTOIRE DE SAINT-DOMINGUE,
and HISTOIRE DU JAPON.
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1736
1736: Père Pierre-François-Xavier de Charlevoix’s HISTOIRE DU JAPON.
JAPAN

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1736-1746

Sakuramachi

1746-1762

Momozono

1763-1770

Go-Sakuramachi

1771-1779

Go-Momozono

1780-1816

Kokaku

1817-1846

Ninko

1847-1866

Komei

1866-1912

Mutsuhito

1912-1926

Yoshihito

1926-1989

Hirohito

1989-20??

Akihito
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1747
1747: Dr. James Lind experimented with sailors who had scurvy and discovered that consuming lemons and
oranges for 6 days effected great improvement. Nearly 50 years would elapse before the British admiralty
would require that sailors receive daily lemon or lime juice. (Scurvy is, or course, a nutritional disease caused
by lack of adequate Vitamin C, which is to say, ascorbic acid. Fresh fruits and vegetables are excellent sources
of this vitamin.)

PLANTS
Bernard de Jussieu received, via Moscow, seed of the Japanese plant Sophora japonica from French Jesuit
Father, Pierre Nicholas le Cheron d’Incarville, stationed at the mission in Beijing. This shipment probably also
included Koelreuteria paniculata.
BOTANIZING
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1758
1758: Aoki Konyo, the Japanese scholar who had introduced the sweet potato into Japan, at this point
completed his Dutch/Japanese dictionary.
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1760
October 10, Friday, 1760: Tokugawa Ieharu became Shogun in Japan.
Tetide, a serenata by Christoph Willibald Gluck to words of Migliavacca, was performed for the initial time,
in the Vienna Hofburg, to celebrate the wedding of Crown Prince Joseph with Princess Isabella of Parma.
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1762
September 15, Wednesday, 1762: Toshi-ko became Empress of Japan, replacing Toshito.
When British forces defeated the French on Signal Hill at St. John’s in Newfoundland, the French retreated to
within Fort William.
Franz Joseph and Johann Michael Haydn traveled together from Vienna, to visit their family in Rohrau and
settle the estate of their late mother.
Christoph Willibald Gluck’s pantomime La Citera assediata to words of Angiolini was performed for the initial
time, in the Burgtheater, Vienna.
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1771
January 9, Wednesday, 1771: Hidehito replaced Toshi-ko as Emperor of Japan.
May 11, Saturday, 1771: Several exiles to Kamchatka, some of them noblemen, killed the Russian
commander on the peninsula and obliged local citizens to swear allegiance to Pavel Petrovich, son of Empress
Ekaterina II. They seized the local treasury and a vessel, and fled. Most would die as they would bounce from
port to port in Asia and be repulsed successively by Japan, Taiwan, and Macao, but some would survive and,
pardoned by the Empress, would return as free men. –Free, that is, in Siberia.
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1772
February 29, Saturday, 1772: Joseph-Marie, Baron de Gérando was born at Lyons (the 2d city of France), a
son of Marie Chancey and Antoine, baron de Gérando, architect of the city, and a grandson of Marie Biclet
and Antoine de Gérando (1739-1785), conseiller secrétaire du roi en la cour des monnaies de Lyon. The child
would be educated with the Oratorian monks and then at the seminary of Saint-Irénée of Lyons.

A fire in Edo, Japan killed more than 6,000 and consumed something like 10,000 buildings.
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1775
1775: Carl Pieter Thunberg arrived at Nagasaki harbor to work at Deshima with the Dutch East India
Company. Thunberg had received medical training in Sweden, and had been a student of Linnaeus. He was
surprised to learn he had considerable freedom to collect dried specimens of plants on the mainland around
Nagasaki. There he would collect Hovenia dulcis and Rosa rugosa. Thunberg would return to Europe in 1776,
essentially smuggling such specimens out of Japan. He would publish his flora in 1784.

PLANTS
BOTANIZING
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1776
1776: Comte la Pérouse, French navigator, led an expedition to the Pacific and northwest America that
touched Japan (he would be lost at sea in 1788).
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1780
January 1, Saturday, 1780: Tomohito replaced Hidehito as Emperor of Japan.
A-1-3-5-6-4-7 John Hosmer, who had been born on June 17th, 1752 and would die on February 16th, 1836,
got married with Mary Vassall Prescott who would die on June 8th, 1814 after having produced for him an
impressive number of offspring:
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-1 Jonathan Hosmer on December 16th, 1780 who would die on March 5th, 1786
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-2 Mary P. Hosmer on February 10th, 1784
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-3 John Hosmer on January 22d, 1786 who would die on March 5th, 1786
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-4 Dolly Hosmer on February 20th, 1787
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-5 John Hosmer on August 26th, 1789
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-6 Sarah Hosmer on March 17th, 1791 who would die on December 23d, 1871 unmarried
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-7 Esther Hosmer on July 13th, 1793 who would die on July 24th, 1812
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-8 Charles Hosmer on July 15th, 1795 who would die during 1817
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-9 Edmund Hosmer on October 10th, 1798
A-1-3-5-6-4-7-10 Stephen Hosmer on October 4th, 1800
An ode by John Stanley to words of Whitehead, “And dares insulting France pretend,” was performed for the
initial time.
The value of money was regulated monthly. January 1, 1777, $100
in silver was worth $105 currency; in 1778, $328; in 1779, $742;
in 1780, $2,934; and in February, 1781, $7,500. Such a rapid
depreciation introduced great embarrassment and distress into
all commercial transactions, which by no body of men could
remove
by
resolutions,
addresses,
price-currents
or
prosecutions.11
A MERICAN R EVOLUTION

11.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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1782
December 1782: There was an eruption on the south flank of Iwaki, a crater on the island of Honshu, Japan.
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1783
May/August 1783: Reykjaneshryggur erupted off Iceland.12 Following eruptions of Asama Yama on the
island of Honshu in Japan on the 1st in May and then on the 2d of August, from this year into 1788 there would
be severe crop failures (Japanese historians refer to this as the Tenmei famine because over a period of 4 years
some 300,000 would starve to death).
On June 8th, the Laki (Lakagigar) basalt fissure of Iceland began to erupt, resulting in the deaths of a quarter
of the people in Iceland. Friend Luke Howard’s fascination with clouds would be kindled by this period in
which the skies of the Northern Hemisphere were laden with dust and ash from the eruptions of Iwaki crater
and Asama Yama on the island of Honshu and Aoga-Shima on the island of Izu in Japan and of
Reykjaneshryggur off the coast and the Laki basalt fissure on the mainland of Iceland, a period termed the
“Great Fogg” but now known as a “Laki haze” across Europe.
William Cowper would in 1785 in THE TASK describe the “dim and sickly eye” of this summer as “portentious,
unexampled, unexplained.” The smell of sulfur was everywhere. As far as this poetic “unexplained” went,
Benjamin Franklin would in 1785 prepare a paper for the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society,
suggesting that this might be the result of unusual volcanic activity.
July 11, Friday, 1783: For some time during the 1st half of July in this summer, the heat in the English
midlands had been stifling –in fact the hottest ever recorded– as a sultry haze enveloped everything. The sun
was seen as blood red, and even at midday was casting a red glow. On this day the wife of Matthew Boulton,
Anne, was found floating face down in a pool at Soho, apparently a victim of heat stroke. —Although the cause
of this weather event would not until later be ascertained, there had been a massive volcanic eruption in
Iceland.13

12. According to Thordarson, Thomas & Self, S. “The Laki (Skaftar Fires) and Grimsvotn eruptions in 1783-1785.” Bulletin of
Volcanology, Volume 55, pages 233-263, this was probably one of the events known to volcanologists as the Laki and Grimsvotn
eruptions. Soufrière on St. Vincent would blow in 1812, Mayon in the Philippines would blow in 1814, but these would become
almost as pop-tarts popping up in a toaster when Tambora in Indonesia would blow in 1816, as it would be by far the most powerful
volcanic blast since the Santorini volcano on island of Thera in the Aegean Sea blew its top in 1,628 BCE. All but 26 of the 12,000
Sumbawa islanders would lose their lives. We would have a mild taste of this volcano weather, in our own lives, in the series of cool
summers after 1991 when Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines would blow its top — remember?
13. Benjamin Franklin, noticing what he termed a “dry fog” interfering with the rays of the sun, may very well have been the first
person who would think to connect such weather phenomena with volcanic eruptions. The eruptions were of Iwaki crater on the
island of Honshu in Japan in December 1782, and of Asama Yama on the island of Honshu in Japan and Skaptar Jökul in Iceland
during 1783. Soufrière on St. Vincent would blow in 1812, Mayon in the Philippines would blow in 1814, but these would become
almost as pop-tarts popping up in a toaster when Tambora in Indonesia would blow in 1816, as this would be by far the most
powerful volcanic blast of the past 10,000 years. All but 26 of the 12,000 Sumbawa islanders would lose their lives. We would have
a mild taste of this volcano weather, in our own lives, in the series of cool summers after 1991 when Mount Pinatubo in the
Philippines would blow its top — remember?

HDT

WHAT?

JAPAN

INDEX

NIPON

1784
1784: Carl Peter Thunberg had been allowed to travel from the foreign trader’s concession on an artificial
island in the bay of Nagasaki to Edo (Tokyo), and the result was his FLORA JAPONICA.
In Japan, some 300,000 had died of starvation and associated disease, and people were resorting to the
consumption of corpses (the Irish potato crop failed and there was famine in Ireland as well).
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1785
1785: Benjamin Franklin noticed what he termed a “dry fog,” filtering the rays of the sun, and connected this
with volcanic eruptions. The eruptions had been Mount Asama in Japan and Skaptar Jökul in Iceland. Franklin
may have been the first to correlate this drop in temperature with volcanic dust in the atmosphere.14
Franklin returned to America and was chosen President of Pennsylvania. He resumed writing on the memoirs
or AUTOBIOGRAPHY which he had laid aside in 1771.

14. Soufrière on St. Vincent would blow in 1812, Mayon in the Philippines would blow in 1814, but these would become almost as
pop-tarts popping up in a toaster when Tambora in Indonesia would blow in 1816, as it would be by far the most powerful volcanic
blast since the Santorini volcano on island of Thera in the Aegean Sea blew its top in 1,628 BCE. All but 26 of the 12,000 Sumbawa
islanders would lose their lives. We would have a mild taste of this volcano weather, in our own lives, in the series of cool summers
after 1991 when Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines would blow its top — remember?
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1787
May 31, Monday, 1787: Tokugawa Ienari became Shogun in Japan.
A service in memory of Leopold Mozart was held in the church of St. Sebastian, Salzburg.
Rufus King took notes in a Federal Convention that began on this day, and would continue until August 8th.

READ THE FULL TEXT
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1789
1789: The Japanese strongmen (rikishi) Tanikaze and Onogawa became the 1st sumotori to receive
championship diplomas from the Yoshida family of Kumamoto. They would be hardly the last as, a couple of
centuries later, the Yoshidas would still be in charge of awarding such diplomas.
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1793
April 1, Monday, 1793: The Unsen volcano erupted in Japan. This, and the ensuing earthquake, killed about
53,000 humans.
Amor rende sagace, a dramma giocosa by Domenico Cimarosa to words of Bertati, was performed for the
initial time, in the Burgtheater, Vienna.
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1794
April 10, Thursday, 1794: Matthew Calbraith Perry was born in South Kingstown, Rhode Island.15

15. Edward Perry of Sandwich, Massachusetts, a great-great-great-grandfather of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, named as
son in the will of Edmund Freeman, was probably the son by a previous husband named Perry of his mother, who was Edmund
Freeman’s 2nd wife. He was probably descended from Abraham PREBLE who was of Scituate, Massachusetts in 1637 and married
Judith Tilden, daughter of Nathaniel Tilden. His wife Mary Freeman (who may have been daughter of that Edmund Freeman or of
Edward Freeman) gave birth to Samuel Perry in about 1664, and probably there were other children as well. Samuel Perry was of
Newport, Rhode Island, and got married on December 12, 1678 with Mary Miller. Their daughter Mehitable was born on April 30,
1680, their son (?) Jaciel was born on May 6, 1682. He remarried on May 9, 1690 with Mary Tucker, daughter of Henry Tucker of
Sandwich (the family generally considered her to have been from Dartmouth, Massachusetts) and they had James Perry, Edward
Perry, Samuel Perry (born 1695), Simon Perry, and Benjamin Perry. He died at Kingston in 1716.
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1798: The Alien Enemy Act of the US Congress legalized summary arrest and imprisonment of citizens of
foreign powers at war with the United States of America.16 This 1798 act is not so strange, in a nation which
permitted human slavery. This 1798 act would prove useful 143 years later, in 1942 after we had unlegalized
our slavery, when Peru desired to get rid of its Japanese-Peruvian citizens.17 Basing its actions on the principle
that the Government of Japan, like many national governments, recognizes the jus sanguinis “you belong to
us until you die” concept of citizenship18 and basing its actions on the white Peruvian government’s desire to
rid itself of as many non-white citizens as possible (since these little yellow people might conceivably ally
themselves with the despised Peruvian Indians whom the Peruvian government desired to oppress), the US
government officials pretended to believe the self-serving lies they were told by their Peruvian contacts: that
these Japanese in Peru were a group of patriotic males of military years who had already served in the Japanese
armed forces and were probably reserve officers in disguise –working in their Peruvian cover occupations such
as chicken ranch laborers and bazaar shopkeepers making the equivalent of $9.60 per week and waiting to
provide military intelligence to Jap subs offshore– the Japanese-Peruvians were rounded up and shipped to the
United States. The Immigration and Naturalization Service intentionally refrained from issuing visas so that
the presence of these people in the USA, although they were being brought here to be held in our concentration
camp, would be de facto illegal and undocumented. When these people were brought to the ships in Peru, their
baggage was confiscated and they were strip-searched and any excess cash on their persons was “confiscated.”
When a ship would arrive in the port of San Diego CA from Peru, the INS would rent a special blacked-out
train and transport its prisoners to a former CCC camp in Kenedy TX which had been converted into a

16. This act is to be found on page 577 of UNITED STATES STATUTES AT LARGE, Volume I (Boston MA: Little, Brown, 1861).
We don’t have to make any secret of this stuff, it just hides in plain sight.
17. Today we note, interestingly, that Peru has a Japanese-Peruvian President. That probably means there is no race hatred there.
18. I came across this concept of citizenship in regard to Iranian-Americans. It is a scheme according to which there can be no such
thing as a citizen’s renunciation of citizenship and according to which there can be no such thing as a person with joint citizenship.
During the regime of our friend the Shahanshah Pahlavi, our friend sent SAVAK assassination squads to the USA from time to time
to murder American citizens on American soil and our FBI wasn’t interested. The enemies the Shah was having murdered had been
born in Iran, and as far as our ally the Government of Iran was concerned that meant these people were Iranian citizens which made
it impossible for them to be US citizens — and so you see why we didn’t consider that this was any of our business.
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concentration camp by the addition of watchtowers and barbed wire fences. During their years in camp the
prisoners could work for $0.10 an hour. Camp records indicate that it cost us about $0.36 a day to feed our
prisoners.19 This program continued through 1943 and 1944, as shipload after shipload of people were
kidnapped in Peru and brought under guard to the port of San Diego. In 1946 all these Mongoloids were
officially cleared any suspicion of having been alien enemies, but of course Peru refused to discuss the
possibility of taking them back and of course Japan was not of interest and of course the US Government,
wary of assuming an obligation, refused to give its kidnapped hostages any documentation of their status here.
Their status was changed from “alien enemy” to “nonresident alien” and so of course anything they could earn
over $1.40 per day was subject to a 30% federal withholding tax.20 –And it all began in 1798, a period during
which slavery made a whole lot of sense to a whole lot of free Americans.
RACISM

WORLD WAR II

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

19. I once had a friend, Hans Theodore Zink, who had been born a US citizen but had been taken to Germany by his parents, and
had taken the first opportunity he could find to desert from the German Army at the age of 18 and surrender to the American Army
in Europe, and who finished out the war as the Geneva Convention representative at one of these concentration camps. After WWII,
since as well as being a US citizen by birth and as well as being utterly innocent of any wrongdoing he was also a white man, it was
easy for him to obtain papers.
20. Necessarily, all this info is sketchy and does not do justice to the details of the various experiences, which are elaborate. I’m just
trying here to give a general picture of a government of a democracy, in which nobody gives a good God Damn for anyone’s rights.
You can read C. Harvey Gardiner’s PAWNS IN A TRIANGLE OF HATE: THE PERUVIAN JAPANESE AND THE UNITED STATES
(Seattle WA: U of Washington P, 1981) for yourself, if this sort of material is of interest to you.
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19TH CENTURY
1800
1800: At this point the soybean, although it was known in the West (for instance, in Philadelphia), was getting
no particular traction. Its use would not develop until, in 1850, the bean would be introduced afresh, to
California agriculture through the port of San Francisco direct from Japan.
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1804
1804: When a Russian envoy visited Nagasaki and tried to negotiate a commercial treaty, he was turned away.
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April 16, Tuesday, 1805: William Emerson Faulkner was born in South Acton, Massachusetts, son of Francis
Faulkner of Acton and Mary Wright Faulkner of Concord.

Eight months after reaching Nagasaki, Russian envoy Nikolai Rezanov was finally able to meet with
representatives of the Japanese government. They proceeded to categorically reject his request for relations.
In the dispute between the United States of America and the piracy-oriented Barbary States of the
Mediterranean coast of Africa, American forces captured Derna (Darnah).
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3 day 16 of 4 M 1805 / My mind has for several days been
sorrowfully affected, on finding, one of my beloved young
friends & intimate acquaintances had joined a society called a
society for the promotion of literature, not so much from its
name, as the corruption of its members as I believe many of them
are infected with deistical principals, from which I conclude
their Questions for discussion will be generally such as will,
amuse or rather confuse the head, & not rightly affect the heart,
but by degrees tends to lead a seeking mind from the truth, &
imperceptibly bring us to assent to things which the truth never
did nor never will own
And very clear I am that a mind (as his has been) seeking after
best things will not proffit from such investigations, but at
every interview will sustain great loss & thus go behind hand,
till finally landed on such ground as will be very hard if
possible to retract from
These considerations have induced me in a degree of brotherly
affection, & may I not say Gospel love to labor with him in order
to turn his much beloved mind from what I conceive to be a gross
error & again to abstract it from the confusions of the world,
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& its vain persuits to the persuit of the one thing especially
needful to be known & possessed, which is Experimental Religion
in the Heart
———————————————————————————
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

HDT

WHAT?

JAPAN

INDEX

NIPON

1809
1809: Although at about this point, incursions by British and Russian naval forces into Japanese waters were
causing the Japanese government to begin to investigate the possibility of manufacturing cannon and other
such military devices, it was the internal threat created by outbreaks of gang warfare along the Tokaido
Highway between Edo and Yokohama that was reviving interest in sword fighting, wrestling, and other
traditional martial arts (Shimizu no Jirocho’s gambling syndicate would sponsor, between 1843 and 1893, the
development of sword and stick fighting).
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1812
1812: Francis Cabot Lowell came back from England with memorized stolen plans of English cotton-spinning
technology, to join with his brother-in-law in the creation of the Boston Manufacturing Company funded with
$400,000.00 in investment capital (that’d be the equivalent of about M$40 today). The USA was in precisely
the phase in which Japan would find itself a century and a half later, the phase of imitation. When convenient,
England was the enemy against whom one could do no wrong. However, at the same time New England in
general was refusing support for the war against the old country. Of the $11,000,000.00 war loan (B$1.1)
secured by the national government of the United States of America in that year, only $1,000,000.00 had been
obtained from all of New England.
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1817
May 7, Wednesday, 1817: Ayahito replaced Tomohito as Emperor of Japan.
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1818
1818: Thomas Nuttall’s GENERA OF NORTH AMERICAN PLANTS, the first generic plant list for North America,
was published in Philadelphia (American and English books on plant hunting were naturally emphasizing the
United States and China/Japan because these are partly temperate lands with plants that can also be grown in
the eastern United States and England).

BOTANIZING
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1820
1820: Captain Jonathan Winship of the O’Kane out of Brighton, Massachusetts sighted a pod of sperm whales
near Japan.
In about this decade, in the development of the whaling industry on the North Pacific, conflicts would be
beginning between Japanese authorities and whaleships captained by white men.21

21. You will note that I cannot simply write “white whalers,” because a large proportion of the seamen manning these New England
ships were not white.
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1823
1823: Philipp Franz Balthasar von Siebold landed in Japan anxious for a career as a scientific explorer, to
serve until 1830 as the surgeon major of the Dutch East Indies Army. He would restore order to the botanical
garden at Deshima. Because on a trip to Edo he accepted the gift of a map of Japan (foreigners obviously could
not be allowed to have access to this type of sensitive military information), he would be imprisoned for a year,
but would be pardoned in 1829. Banished from Japan in 1830, he would be obliged of course to abandon his
Japanese wife and her mixed-race child. The deck of the vessel on which he sailed would be filled with plants
he would use to establish a nursery in Leiden. Among his introductions would be Wisteria floribunda,
Hydrangea paniculata, Hydrangea anomala, Malus floribunda, and Rhodotypos scandens. Siebold would
return to Japan in 1859 and by 1863 would produce a sales catalog that offered 838 species native to that
country.
David Douglas was sent by The Royal Horticultural Society to the eastern United States to procure any novel
varieties of fruit trees and vegetables that might there be encountered. He would meet Thomas Nuttall
(a British native recently appointed professor of Botany at the Harvard Botanic Garden), and others who would
assist him. He would return to England with a wide variety of fruit trees, as well as Oregon grape holly.
Charles MacIntosh took out a patent for fabrics could be made waterproof by treating them with natural (or
India) “rubber” (this term “rubber” had been coined on the basis of the ease with which the resilient material
could remove pencil marks from a sheet of paper).
The end of an era in American botanizing. John Bartram (1699-1777) had been the first American-born
botanist. He had grown native plants on his farm near Philadelphia and had been a central figure of botanical
activity. The early 1700s had been characterized by a lively traffic in seeds and plants from America to
England. Unfortunately, the elder Bartram’s early collections had been set aside in England, and not described
for many years. John’s son William Bartram had then become the central figure in American natural history,
until his death in this year.
John Bradbury died in Kentucky. Among the plants he had discovered were the oil-nut, yellow anise,
yellowroot, laurel cherry, white buckeye, golden Saint Johnswort, oak-leaved hydrangea, and mountain
magnolia.
Thomas Nuttall took up duties at Cambridge.
Joseph Sabine, secretary of the horticultural Society, looking for a collector, had David Douglas recommended
to him and sent him on his first trip to America. Douglas visited gardens in New York and Philadelphia and
then went up to Lake Erie and then to Buffalo and back to New York. He made a 2d visit to Philadelphia and
met Nuttall.
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Summer 1823: The Globe out of Martha’s Vineyard had voyaged halfway around the planet Earth –deep into
the Southern Hemisphere and then all the way back north– and had finally reached the productive whaling
grounds off Japan. Here they would spend the next almost 5 months chasing whales — but this time, despite
their best efforts, not entirely successfully. Acting up as was his wont, Samuel B. Comstock got into a wrestling
match with the whaler’s 3d Mate, Nathaniel Fisher, and found himself pinned. Other ruckuses that he initiated
caused a member of the crew to be clapped into irons, and caused the Captain to strike the cook. Under these
circumstances, with everyone frustrated, in November the vessel would be obliged to return to Hawaii.
The Reverend Edward Thompson Taylor was a popular preacher at Methodist camp meetings.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1825
1825: At about this point London became larger than Beijing and thus became the largest city in the world.
The nationalist professor Aizawa Seishisai produced SHINRON “NEW THESES” analyzing the manner in which
Western power made use of Western religion as the “thin edge of a wedge,” by which their imperialism best
proceeded — and how important it was that Japan be relentlessly resistant to such hegemonic colonialism.
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1827
1827: Manjiro was born, son of a fisherman in the village of Nakanohama of southern Japan (a village now
known as Tosashimizu). In the Japan of that time, working-class people did not have family names.
JOHN MANJIRO
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December 28, Sunday, 1828: In Echigo, Japan an earthquake killed 30,000 (give or take).
I have a record that on this day James Walker Bartlett was born, the 4th child of Dr. Josiah Bartlett and Martha
Tilden Bradford Bartlett of Concord (I have another record, that he was born on December 18, 1827).
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 28 of 12 M / Our Morning meeting was silent - In the
Afternoon Wm Almy was here & was much engaged on acct of the
School - his Gospel labours were lively edifying to me & I have
no doubt to many minds present. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1833
1833: The British government advanced to Harriet Martineau the sum of £600 and opened its records to her
so that she could create a series of stories depicting the corruptness of the system of poor relief. The moral of
these just-so stories was to be that the deserving poor rapidly became, when helped in any way in their
helplessness, hopelessly shiftless, hopelessly indolent, hopelessly depraved — they became transformed into
the undeserving poor. What data served this cynical political agenda was to be utilized, what did not serve it
was to be ignored. This would prepare the way, it was hoped, for a new Poor Law for 1834, one with a wise
Malthusian agenda and flashes of Benthamite inspiration. The 1st of the 10 volumes of the author’s POOR
LAWS AND PAUPERS ILLUSTRATED appeared.

THOMAS ROBERT MALTHUS
The beginning of a 3-year famine in Japan, destined to be even worse than the one that had occurred in 1783.
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1834
1834: The 2d year of a 3-year famine in Japan, destined to be even worse than the one which had occurred
in 1783.
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1835
1835: The 3d year of a 3-year famine in Japan, that was turning out to be even worse than the one which had
occurred in 1783.
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1836
1836: When the fisherman father of Manjiro lost his life at sea, at about the age of 9 this boy needed to join
the crew of a Japanese fishing boat.
JOHN MANJIRO
1836: On the 1st printed American menu, that of New-York’s Delmonico restaurant at 494 Pearl Street, in this
year you could order a “hamburger” if you were prepared to pay through the nose for it. A regular beefsteak
was $0.04 but if you wanted your meat prepared in the “Hamburger” style, which required extra labor, it would
cost the same as roast chicken, $0.10. That would have been quite a bit of money for a single dish, as an entire
set dinner or “regular dinner” could be had for but $0.12.22 In this year there would be food riots in New-York.
Would Horace Greeley be indignant? –If so, there’s no record remaining of it.

There would also be food riots in Osaka — and 40% of the city would burn.
It seems that in this year new long pencils costing $0.03 each (almost as much as a restaurant beefsteak à la
carte) were considered by school pupils to be of a not insignificant value, so, sometimes, when a schoolteacher
decided to award a pencil as a prize, paying for it of course out of his own pittance of a salary, he would cut it
into four stubs in order to create more prizes — and back then even such a stub, which today would be
considered demeaning, could count among one’s pupils as a real prize:

He purchased, for three cents apiece, two long lead pencils —an
article of great value in the opinion of the boys of country
schools— and he offered them, as prizes, to the boy who would
write most carefully; not to the one who should write best, but
to the one whose book should exhibit most appearance of effort
and care for a week.... The lesson which he learned by the
experiment was this, that one or two prizes will not influence
the majority of a large school. A few of the boys seemed to think
that the pencils were possibly within their reach, and they made
vigorous efforts to secure them; but the rest wrote on as before.
Thinking it certain that they should be surpassed by the others,
they gave up the contest at once in despair. The obvious remedy
was to multiply his prizes, so as to bring one of them within
the reach of all. He reflected, too, that the real prize, in
22. To get a sense of what that amounted to in today’s money, consult <http://www.measuringworth.com/exchange/>
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such a case, is not the value of the pencil, but the honor of
the victory; and as the honor of the victory might as well be
coupled with an object of less, as well as with one of greater
value, the next week he divided his two pencils into quarters,
and offered to his pupils eight prizes instead of two. He offered
one to every five scholars, as they sat on their benches, and
every boy then saw that a reward would certainly come within
five of him. His chance, accordingly, instead of being one in
twenty, became one in five.
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1837
1837: At the Brooklyn Navy Yard on Paumanok Long Island, Lieutenant Matthew Calbraith Perry supervised
the construction of the 1st naval steamboat, named the USS Fulton. He received his promotion to the rank of
Captain.
Japanese soldiers used gunfire to prevent a United States ship from landing missionaries at Naha, Okinawa.
At Edo (now Tokyo), a US ship that sought to repatriate shipwrecked Japanese sailors Otokichi, Kyukichi, and
Iwakichi, to establish trade, and to land missionaries, was fired upon and driven away. (Commodore Perry’s
Black Ships would not be the cause of the Meiji Restoration and the subsequent militarization of Japan.
The causes for this militarization would be primarily internal: after a naval bombardment of some Satsuma
and Choshu forts in 1863, the Japanese would begin to reorganize their forces after European models, and then,
armed with rifles and drilled as disciplined tactical units, in 1866 the Choshu armies would defeat much larger
Shogunate forces in pitched battle — and this defeat would cause the Shogunate to seek French military
assistance.)
October 1, Sunday, 1837: In Japan, after a rule of 44 years, the 11th Tokugawa shogun Ienari resigned and the
shogunate of Tokugawa Ieyoshi began.
Felix Mendelssohn arrivedin Leipzig from London via Frankfurt only hours before he was scheduled to
conduct the 1st concert of the new Gewandhaus season.
Waldo Emerson to his journal:
Lidian grieves aloud about the wretched negro in the horrors of
the middle passage; and they are bad enough. But to such as she,
these crucifixions do not come. They come to the obtuse &
barbarous to whom they are not horrid but only a little worse
than the old sufferings. They exchange a cannibal war for a
stinking hold. They have gratifications which would be none to
Lidian.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 1st of 10th M 1837 / Our Morning Meeting was a good solid
silent one —
In the Afternoon after Meeting had been gathered about a quarter
of an hour a friend came looking very plain whom I did not
recognize at all & made his way for the high seat & took his
seat on the first rising after he had sat some time he rose &
preached a very good lively & Spiritual sermon & soon after
kneeled in solemn supplication much to our satisfaction &
comfort - It proved to be our friend William Gifford from
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Falmouth on Cape Cod, who was bound in a vessel to NYork but the
Wind being a head put into Newport & arrived here so as to be
at Meeting rather late but very Satisfactory to all.— he drank
tea with Job Sherman & after coming in & sitting with us a while,
I gave him some books, & waited on him to the Wharf where he
took a boat & went on board his vessel which lay in the harbour
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the American Antiquarian
Society):
Sunday October 1st. I have neglected to write for a week because
I was engaged in writing a letter to my aunt which looked so
that I was almost ashamed to send it. A few evenings ago we
finished the “Youth’s Letter Writer” a book given to me by my
aunt which we had been reading aloud.23 Yesterday I did the
following errands for mother. In the first place I went to Mr
Jenkins’s for some apples with George. When I got home, I helped
Enoch dig some potatoes. When he had done, he went to get some
apples and we went with him. After this I went to the store for
some molasses to make a pandowdy. I forgot to mention that we
had pudding for dinner every day this week. In the afternoon I
helped husk corn, the first part of the time. After we had done,
I went to both the stores for some candles as we had used up our
oil, but they had none. As I was coming back Mr. Clapp told me
that perhaps his mother could sell us some. I went there and was
fortunate enough to get them. We have not had candles to burn
before since I can rember [sic] and for the first time in my
life I went to bed with a candle.
I staid at home with G. all day. [“Sunday,” he added in a
footnote] When Father and I were untackling the horse I went to
pull off the saddle but could not get it off his tail when he
gave a spring and ran off with it hanging to his tail which
looked funny enough.

23. John Farrar, THE YOUTH’S LETTER-WRITER (New York: R. Bartlett and S. Raynor, 1834).
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1838
1838: In Japan, Nakayama Miki was founding the faith-healing Tenri sect.
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1839
1839: Professor Richard Harlan visited Europe a 2d time. He would be abroad until 1843. The Muséum
d’Histoire Naturelle de Paris would present to him, to convey to the American Philosophical Society at
Philadelphia, a plaster cast of what may be one of the most famous fossils in the world, Mosasaurus
hoffmannii, “Hoffman’s mosasaur,” as it had been described in 1829 by the English paleontologist Gideon
Mantell. The fossil is both jaws, virtually complete, and the front portion of the skull and some vertebrae,
all still arranged in matrix, found in a mine on Saint Peter’s Mount near Maestrict in the Netherlands. It came
from strata of Upper Cretaceous age and was a relic of a large carnivorous marine reptile had been abundant
in the seas.
The keel of the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was laid down at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and
constructed under the supervision of Matthew Calbraith Perry of the US Navy. Perry was a naval veteran of
the War of 1812, a US Navy educator, commander of the USS Fulton, and founder of the Naval Engineer
Corps.
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1841
1841: Manjiro was 14 years of age and had worked on fishing crews for 5 years or so. The boat on which he
was working was driven by a storm and wrecked on a deserted island 300 miles off the coast of Japan,
Torishima. The 5-man crew of the fishing boat was reduced to eating albatrosses for 6 months, until they were
picked up by a passing American whaler, the John Howland out of New Bedford.

Captain William Whitfield would drop the older 4 of the Japanese fishermen off in the Hawaiian Islands and
take Manjiro, whom the crew referred to as “John Mung,” back home to Fairhaven with him (Fairhaven is 55
miles south of Boston and 35 miles east of Providence, near the bridge to Cape Cod). In Massachusetts, the
Japanese boy would be learning English from two elderly sisters. When Whitfield’s Congregational Church
was unwilling to allow John to worship with them, he would convert to Unitarianism. The Unitarians
welcomed Japanese John.

JOHN MANJIRO
The whaler Sharon, Captain Howes Norris, sailed from Fairhaven, Massachusetts bound for the South Pacific.
Captain Norris, a racist, would lash and mistreat his black steward, George Babcock, to his death.
Later, fed up with mistreatment by this vicious captain, some of the ship’s crewmen, in collaboration with
some Pacific-Islander replacement crewmen, would attack him on deck, hacking him quite into two pieces by
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the use of their long flensing spades. These crewmen would then attempt to hijack the vessel, refusing to allow
whaleboat crews to reboard the mother ship. The remainder of the crew would recapture the Sharon after the
third mate, Benjamin Clough, crept aboard during hours of darkness and dispatched two of the mutineers with
musket and cutlass. An account would be written by Clough, and another account would be written by Andrew
White, the Sharon’s cooper.
December 22, Wednesday, 1841: At launch, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was 228 feet long
and had a draft of 19 feet, with two paddle wheels 28 feet in diameter and masts that carried 19,000 square feet
of canvas when fully rigged.
“Late in the evening of the 22d December,” Captain Mackenzie would write to Lieutenant Vincent Eyre,
“Capt. James Skinner, who, after having been concealed in Cabul during the greater part of the siege, had
latterly been the guest of Mahomed Akber, arrived in cantonments, accompanied by Mahomed Sudeeq Khan,
a first cousin of Mahomed Akber, and by Sirwar Khan, the Arhanee merchant, who, in the beginning of the
campaign, had furnished the army with camels, and who had been much in the confidence of Sir A. Burnes,
being, in fact, one of our stanchest friends. The two latter remained in a different apartment, while Skinner
dined with the Envoy. During dinner, Skinner jestingly remarked that he felt as if laden with combustibles,
being charged with a message from Mahomed Akber to the Envoy of a most portentous nature. Even then I
remarked that the Envoy’s eye glanced eagerly towards Skinner with an expression of hope. In fact, he was
like a drowning man catching at straws. Skinner, however, referred him to his Affghan companions, and after
dinner the four retired into a room by themselves. My knowledge of what there took place is gained from poor
Skinner’s own relation, as given during my subsequent captivity with him in Akber’s house. Mahomed Sudeeq
disclosed Mahomed Akber’s proposition to the Envoy, which was, that the following day Sir William should
meet Mahomed Akber and a few of his immediate friends, viz. the chiefs of the Eastern Giljyes, outside the
cantonments, when a final agreement should be made, so as to be fully understood by both parties; that Sir
William should have a considerable body of troops in readiness, which, on a given signal, were to join with
those of Mahomed Akber and the Giljyes, assault and take Mahmood Khan’s fort, and secure the person of
Ameenoolah. At this stage of the proposition Mahomed Sudeeq signified that, for a certain sum of money, the
head of Ameenoolah should be presented to the Envoy; but from this Sir William shrunk with abhorrence,
declaring that it was neither his custom nor that of his country to give a price for blood. Mahomed Sudeeq then
went on to say, that, after having subdued the rest of the khans, the English should be permitted to remain in
the country eight months longer, so as to save their purdah, (veil, or credit) but that they were then to evacuate
Affghanistan, as if of their own accord; that Shah Shoojah was to continue king of the country, and that
Mahomed Akber was to be his wuzeer. As a further reward for Mahomed Akber’s assistance, the British
Government were to pay him thirty lacs of rupees, and four lacs of rupees per annum during his life! To this
extraordinary and wild proposal, Sir William gave ear with an eagerness which nothing can account for but
the supposition, confirmed by many other circumstances, that his strong mind had been harassed until it had
in some degree lost its equipoise; and he not only assented fully to these terms, but actually gave a Persian
paper to that effect, written in his own hand, declaring as his motives that it was not only an excellent
opportunity to carry into effect the real wishes of Government –which were to evacuate the country with as
much credit to ourselves as possible– but that it would give England time to enter into a treaty with Russia,
defining the bounds beyond which neither were to pass in Central Asia. So ended this fatal conference, the
nature and result of which, contrary to his usual custom, Sir William communicated to none of those who, on
all former occasions, were fully in his confidence, viz. Trevor, Lawrence, and myself. It seemed as if he feared
that we might insist on the impracticability of the plan, which he must have studiously concealed from himself.
All the following morning his manner was distracted and hurried, in a way that none of us had ever before
witnessed.”24
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Lieut. V. Eyre (Sir Vincent Eyre, 1811-1881). THE MILITARY OPERATIONS AT CABUL: WHICH ENDED IN THE
RETREAT AND DESTRUCTION OF THE BRITISH ARMY, JANUARY 1842, WITH A JOURNAL OF IMPRISONMENT IN
AFFGHANISTAN. Philadelphia PA: Carey and Hart, 1843; London: J. Murray, 1843 (three editions); Lieut. V. Eyre
(Sir Vincent Eyre, 1811-1881). PRISON SKETCHES: COMPRISING PORTRAITS OF THE CABUL PRISONERS AND OTHER
SUBJECTS; ADAPTED FOR BINDING UP WITH THE JOURNALS OF LIEUT. V. EYRE, AND LADY SALE; LITHOGRAPHED
BY LOWES DICKINSON. London: Dickinson and Son, [1843?]
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1843
1843: In Japan, Shimizu no Jirocho’s gambling syndicate began to sponsor (until 1893) the development of
sword and stick fighting.
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1846
1846: Bernard J. Bettelheim (1811-1870), a Protestant missionary who would become an acquaintance of the
Speidens during the US Naval Expedition to Japan, began his mission work at Naha, Lew Chew, in the Ryukyu
Kingdom (Okinawa).
March 10, Tuesday, 1846: Osahito replaced Ayahito as Emperor of Japan.
Abraham Lincoln’s and Mary Todd Lincoln’s 2d son Edward Baker Lincoln was born.
At Sebah, in the Oasis of Fezzan, per Richardson’s JOURNAL IN AFRICA:
This evening the female slaves were unusually excited in
singing, and I had the curiosity to ask my negro servant, Said,
what they were singing about. As many of them were natives of
his own country, he had no difficulty in translating the Mandara
or Bornou language. I had often asked the Moors to translate
their songs for me, but got no satisfactory account from them.
Said at first said, “Oh, they sing of Rubee” (God), “What do you
mean?” I replied, impatiently. “Oh, don’t you know?” he
continued, “they asked God to give them their Atka?”
(certificate of freedom). I inquired, “Is that all?” Said: “No;
they say, ‘Where are we going? The world is large. O God! Where
are we going? O God!’” I inquired, “What else?” Said: “They
remember their country, Bornou, and say, ‘Bornou was a pleasant
country, full of all good things; but this is a bad country, and
we are miserable!’” “Do they say anything else?” Said: “No; they
repeat these words over and over again, and add, ‘O God! give
us our Atka, and let us return again to our dear home.’”
I am not surprised I got little satisfaction when I asked the
Moors about the songs of their slaves. Who will say that the
above words are not a very appropriate song? What could have
been more congenially adapted to their then woful condition? It
is not to be wondered at that these poor bondwomen cheer up their
hearts, in their long, lonely, and painful wanderings over the
desert, with words and sentiments like these; but I have often
observed that their fatigue and sufferings were too great for
them to strike up this melancholy dirge, and many days their
plaintive strains never broke over the silence of the desert.
In 1847 this would be transformed by John Greenleaf Whittier into a poem:

SONG OF SLAVES IN THE DESERT.
WHERE are we going? where are we going,
Where are we going, Rubee?
Lord of peoples, lord of lands,
Look across these shining sands,
Through the furnace of the noon,
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Through the white light of the moon.
Strong the Ghiblee wind is blowing,
Strange and large the world is growing!
Speak and tell us where we are going,
Where are we going, Rubee?
Bornou land was rich and good,
Wells of water, fields of food,
Dourra fields, and bloom of bean,
And the palm-tree cool and green:
Bornou land we see no longer,
Here we thirst and here we hunger,
Here the Moor-man smites in anger:
Where are we going, Rubee?
When we went from Bornou land,
We were like the leaves and sand,
We were many, we are few;
Life has one, and death has two:
Whitened bones our path are showing,
Thou All-seeing, thou All-knowing!
Hear us, tell us, where are we going,
Where are we going, Rubee?
Moons of marches from our eyes
Bornou land behind us lies;
Stranger round us day by day
Bends the desert circle gray;
Wild the waves of sand are flowing,
Hot the winds above them blowing, —
Lord of all things! where are we going?
Where are we going, Rubee?
We are weak, but Thou art strong.;
Short our lives, but Thine is long;
We are blind, but Thou hast eyes;
We are fools, but Thou art wise!
Thou, our morrow’s pathway knowing
Through the strange world round us growing,
Hear us, tell us where are we going,
Where are we going, Rubee?

July 1846: When Commodore James Biddle brought the USS Columbus and the USS Vincennes to anchor in
Edo Bay, in keeping with several centuries of Japanese foreign policy the foreign vessels were asked politely
by the local authorities to depart.
In an act which had nothing whatever to do with St. Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Sun, Captain James
Montgomery pulled down the flag of the United States of Mexico and raised that of the United States of
America at El Pueblo de San Francisco, the town of the founder of the Franciscan Order overlooking La Bahia
de San Francisco, the bay of St. Francis of Assisi. By fair means or foul the US had attained its all-important
port on the Pacific Ocean.
WAR ON MEXICO

August 17, Sunday: ... Mexico was won with less exertion & less true valor than are required
to do one season’s haying in New England– The former work was done by those who played truant
and ran away from the latter. Those Mexican’s were mown down more easily than the summer’s crop
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of grass in many a farmer’s fields....
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1847
1847: John Manjiro, who had been plucked off the active volcano Tori Shima in the Pacific Ocean (St. Peter’s
Island or Hurricane Island) in 1841 as a starving 14-year-old by the whaler John Howland, had been living
since then in the Fairhaven, Massachusetts home of the William Whitfields. At this point, turning 20 years of
age, he left for points west. He would adventure via California and the gold rush, on across the Pacific first to
Okinawa and then to Nagasaki. He would be 1st mate on a 40-month whaling voyage around the world.

JOHN MANJIRO
May 8, Saturday, 1847: An earthquake centering in Zenkoji, Japan produced landslides that killed about
10,000.
Andrea Donizetti saw the prefect Delessert and informed him that the family was determined to move his uncle
Gaetano Donizetti from Paris to Bergamo, and almost accused him of a conspiracy to keep him there.
Felix Mendelssohn departed from London for the final time.
Henry Thoreau wrote to James Elliot Cabot from Concord about his collections for Professor Agassiz, offering
to take “toll” for his contribution “in the shape of some, it may be, impertinent and unscientific inquiries.”
(This would of course be quite impossible, an indignity, since from the point of view of the new academic
scientist, Thoreau was no sort of colleague but a mere native informant!) Thoreau followed this inappropriate
request in his letter, however, with a useful inventory of Concord River fish, and an offer to collect new
specimens which was more in keeping with the subordinate position in which they needed to keep him:
there are also minks, muskrats, frogs,
tortoise, snakes, caddice-worms, leeches,
etc., or rather, here they are.

To: James Elliot Cabot
From: HDT

lizards,
muscles,
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Date: 8 May 1847
Concord May 8th
–47
Dear Sir
I believe that I have not yet acknowledged the receipt of your notes
and a 5 dollar bill. I am very glad that the fishes afforded M. Agassis
so much pleasure. I could easily have obtained more specimens of
the Sternothaerus odoratus. They are quite numerous here. I will
send more of them ere long.
Snapping turtles are perhaps as frequently met with in our muddy
river as anywhere, but they are not always to be had when wanted.
I t is now rather late in the season for them. As No one makes a business of seeking them, and they are valued for soups, science may be
forestalled by appetite in this market, and it will be necessary to bid
pretty high to induce persons to obtain or preserve them.
I think that from 75 cts to a dollar apiece would secure all that are
in any case to be had, and will set this price upon their heads, if the
treasury of science is full enough to warrant it.
You will excuse me for taking toll in the shape of some it may be impertinent and unscientific inquiries.
There are found in the waters of Concord, so far as I know, the following kinds of fishes.
Pickerel— Beside the common fishermen distinguish the Brook or
Grass–Pickerel which bites differently–and has a shorter snout—
Those caught in Walden pond by my house are easily distinguished
from those caught in the river, being much heavier in proportion to
their size, stouter–firmer fleshed, and lighter colored. The little pickerel which I sent last jumped into the boat in its fright.
Pouts. Those in the pond are of different appearance from those I
have sent.
Breams— Some more green others more brown.
Suckers— The Horned which I sent first–& the black. I am not sure
whether the Common or Boston sucker is found here. Are the three
which I sent last which were speared in the river–identical with the
3 black suckers taken by hand in a brook, which I sent before? I have
never examined them minutely.
Perch— The river perch of which I sent 5 specimens in the box–are
darker colored than those found in the pond. There ar e myriads of
small ones in the latter place and but few large ones. I have counted
10 transverse bands on some of the smaller.
Lampreys— very scarce since the dams at Lowell & Billerica were
built.
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Shiners— Leuciscus Crysoleucas–silver & golden— What is the
difference?
Roach or Chivin— Leuciscus pulchellus--Argenteus–or what not—
The white and the red–the former described by Storer– but the latter which deserves distinct notice, not described to my know ledge.—
Are the Minnows (called here dace) of which I sent 3 live specimens I believe, one larger & 2 smaller, the young o f this species?
Trout of different appearance in different brooks in this neighborhood.
Eels–
Red-finned Minnows, of which I sent you a dozen alive— I have
never recognized these in any book. Have they any scientific name?
If convenient will you let Dr. Storer see these?
Brook Minnows,
There is also a kind of Dace or fresh water smelt in the pond–which
is perhaps distinct from any of the above.
What of the above does M. Agassis particularly wish to see— Does
He want more specimens of kinds which I have already sent? There
are also minks muskrats–frogs–lizards–tortoises, snakes caddice
worms, leeches, muscles, &c &c — or rather here they are
The funds which you sent are nearly exhausted. Most fishes can now
be taken with the hook–and it will cost but little trouble or money to
obtain them. The snapping turtles will be the main expense. I should
think that 5 dollars more at least might be profitably expended here
Yrs &c
Henry D. Thoreau
An account of Frederick Douglass’s farewell meeting in England appeared in the Niles’ Register:
Frederick Douglass is the colored man that escaped from Mr.
Lloyd, of Talbot county, Maryland, some time since. He has been
quite the lion for some time in England and Ireland, as the
eloquent expounder of slavery in the United States. We have an
account in the last English papers of a splendid soiree given
as a farewell meeting on his taking leave of that country to
return to the United States. The meeting was held at the London
Tavern; George Thompson, Esq., presided, and on taking the chair
addressed the meeting. A number of “appropriate” sentiments were
proposed and carried by acclamation, recognising the services
of Frederick Douglass as “the champion of the cause of slavery
abolition,” appealing to the United States congress to abolish
slavery in the District of Columbia, and prohibit the traffic
between the states, and to the legislatures of the southern
states to emancipate their slaves, &c.; finally, after adopting
a very laudatory compliment, Mr. Douglass came forward, and was
loudly cheered, and attentively listened to through a discourse
of great length, which was concluded by the “out gushing of a
surcharged heart, when he bade them farewell.” (Loud and
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continued cheering.)
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1850
1850: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry proposed a plan for diplomatic missions to Japan.25
1850: At the age of 24, John Manjiro determined to return from Fairhaven, Massachusetts to Japan, despite
the good likelihood that as a Japanese who had made contact with foreigners, he would simply be beheaded
by the officials of the Shogunate under what had been the national policy for several centuries. He traveled
across the USA to California and would work in a gold mine there for a year, accumulating $600, and then go
on to the Hawaiian Islands to rejoin his fellow shipwrecked fishermen.

JOHN MANJIRO
James Pierson Beckwourth discovered the lowest mountain pass through the Sierra Nevada toward California,
now known as the Beckwourth Pass.26

25. My personal suspicion is that this guy had learned that Japan, having had bad experiences with firearms introduced early on by
the Portuguese, had determined early in the 17th Century to render their islands totally firearms-free — and had realized that these
foolish islanders had thereby rendered themselves vulnerable to exploitation by the gunboats of colonialists.
FIREARMS
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1851
1851: John Manjiro sailed from California to Hawaii and then from Hawaii on across the Pacific Ocean,
first to Okinawa and then to Nagasaki. He was of course arrested and interrogated, since Japan had had an
official isolation policy for several centuries, but rather than beheading him the Shogunate would release him,
and allow him to spend three nights in the home of his mother.

JOHN MANJIRO
The Shogunate kept a careful record of his interrogation, which would in 1918 be presented to the town of
Fairhaven, Massachusetts by the Japanese ambassador to the US. The interrogation record included some

26. State Route 70 now crosses the Sierras along the Feather River route east of Portola, California at an elevation of 5,221 feet,
making it one of the lowest crossings of the Sierra Nevadas. This was the route that the Western Pacific Railroad track would follow
(a track now owned by Union Pacific).
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1852
March 9, Tuesday, 1852: 16-year-old William Speiden, Jr. was appointed purser’s clerk of the
USS Mississippi. The younger Speiden was living at the time in the home of his father William Speiden, Sr. in
the city of Washington DC. He would travel to the Philadelphia Navy Yard to join his father the purser, to help
keep the ship’s financial accounts and supervise provisions. He would discover the USS Mississippi, that had
not long since returned from a cruise in the Mediterranean, to be “very dirty.”
Ellery Channing had lectured in Providence, Rhode Island, Worcester, Massachusetts, Fall River, and possibly
in Greenfield. He delivered a total of 3 sermons including one in Plymouth, Massachusetts on this day that put
the congregation to sleep — which was of course the end of a very short career as a public speaker.

March 9, Tuesday: A warm spring rain in the night.
3 Pm down the RR.: Cloudy but spring-like. When the frost comes out of the ground there is a
corresponding thawing of the man. The earth is now half bare. These march winds which make the
woods roar–& fill the world with life & bustle–appear to wake up the trees out of their winter sleep
& excite the sap to flow. I have no doubt they serve some such use as well as to hasten the
evaporation of the snow & water.
The RR men have now their hands full– I hear & see blue-birds [Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis]
come with the warm wind. The sand is flowing in the deep cut– I am affected by the sight of the
moist red sand or subsoil under the edge of the sandy bank–under the pitch pines. The r-road is
perhaps our pleasantest & wildest roads. It only makes deep cuts into & through the hills–on it are
no houses nor foot travellers. The travel on it does not disturb me. The woods are left to hang over
it– Though straight is wild in its accompaniments–all is raw edges. Even the laborers on it are not
like other laborers– Its houses if any are shanties–& its ruins the ruins of shanties shells where the
race that built the RR dwelt–& the bones they gnawed lie about. I am cheered by the sound of
running water now down the wooden troughs on each side the cut. Then it is the dryest walking in
wet weather & the easiest in snowy. This road breaks the surface of the earth. Even the sight–of
smoke from the shanty excites me today. Already these puddles on the RR reflecting the pine woods
remind me of summer lakes
When I hear the telegraph harp I think I must read the Greek poets. This sound is like a brighter color
red or blue or green where all was dull white or black. It prophesies finer senses–a finer life–a golden
age. It is the poetry of the RR. The heroic & poetic thoughts which the Irish laborers had at their toil
now got expression. That which has made the world mad so long. Or is it the gods expressing their
delight at this invention?
The flowing sand bursts out through the snow & over flows it where no sand was to be seen– I see
where the banks have deposited great heaps many cart loads of clayey sand — as if they had relieved
themselves of their winters indigestions — & it is not easy to see where they came from.
Again it rains & I turn about.
The sound of water falling on rocks and of air falling on trees are very much alike.
Though cloudy the air excites me. Yesterday all was tight as a stricture on my breast–today all is
loosened. It is a different element from what it was. The sides of bushy hills where the snow is
melted look through this air as if I were under the influence of some intoxicating liquor– The earth
is not quite steady nor palpable to my sense–a little idealized. I see that the new chestnut sleepers
that have been put down this winter are turned a very dark blue or blue black & smell like dyestuff.
The pond is covered with puddles.
I see one farmer trimming his trees.

AEOLIAN HARP
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March 21, Sunday, 1852: Montenegro was made a secular, hereditary principality under Danilo I.
The USS Mississippi, having been “set a little to rights” in the Philadelphia Navy Yard after its tour in the
Mediterranean, arrived in New-York harbor for further repairs.
Großfürsten-Marsch op.107 by Johann Baptist Strauss II was performed for the initial time, in the
Esterhazy Palace.
Henry Thoreau checked out, from the Harvard Library, the 4 volumes of Sir John Richardson’s FAUNA
BOREALI-AMERICANA; OR THE ZOOLOGY OF THE NORTHERN PARTS OF BRITISH AMERICA.... that had been
published in London by the firm of J. Murray between 1829 and 1837. Here is some of the material that he
copied into his fact book #1:
Dogs baying the Moon
Says of the Canis Familiaris variety Canadensis (North American
Dog) by which he means that “most generally cultivated by the
native tribes of Canada, and the Hudson’s Bay countries” — “All
the dogs of a camp assemble at night to howl in unison,
particularly when the moon shines bright.”

READ RICHARDSON I
READ RICHARDSON II
READ RICHARDSON III
READ RICHARDSON IV
March 21, Sunday: RR Causeway at Heywood’s meadow. The ice no sooner melts than you
see the now red & yellow pads of the yellow lily beginning to shoot up from the bottom of the pools
& ditches – for there they yield to the first impulses of the heat & feel not the chilling blasts of
March.
This evening a little snow falls
The weather about these days is cold–& wintry again.

DOG
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May 11, Tuesday, 1852: At the annual meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society the Garrisonians and
Frederick Douglass began to engage in an intense public confrontation over whether the federal Constitution
was irredeemably proslavery and whether to seek to dissolve the American Union. By the point at which this
meeting wound to its conclusion on Thursday the 13th, the split between the two groups would have become
irreconcilable.
Preliminary to its voyage to Japan, the frigate USS Mississippi was put into commission under the command
of Captain William J. McCluney (circa 1796-1864). McCluney would prove a popular leader among the men,
and in 1858 would lead the US Atlantic Squadron, as commodore. With a full crew the frigate headed “to
Boston for the purpose of towing the Steamer Princeton from that place to Baltimore” (the newly fitted screwsteamer Princeton was already in need of mechanical repairs).
While Ellery Channing was returning from Provincetown to Boston on a sailing vessel, he conversed with
a Portuguese sailor who claimed to be knowledgeable as to the customs of the Western Islands.

In Illinois, Welborn Beeson confided to his diary that “About three I saw a black covered wagon coming to
our house and I did not know who it was. They staid a little while and then went away. After they was gone
Father came to me in the field and told me that it was two young men from below Grand Ville. They had
brought a runaway Negro on his road to Canada. His name is William Casey. Father wants me to take him to
Ottawa tomorrow.”
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

May 11. Sunrise, — merely a segment of a circle of rich amber in the east, growing brighter
and brighter at one point. There is no rosy color at this moment and not a speck in the sky, and now
comes the sun without pomp, a bright liquid gold. Dews come with the grass. There is, I find on
examining, a small, clear drop at the end of each blade, quite at the top on one side.
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The Salix alba has a spicier fragrance than the earliest willows. We have so much causeway planted
with willows, — set with them on each side to prevent its washing away,— that they make a great
show, and are obvious now before other trees are so advanced. The birches at a distance appear as
in a thin green veil, in their expanding leaves.
P.M. — Kossuth here.
The hand-organ, when I am far enough off not to hear the friction of the machinery, not to see or be
reminded of the performer, serves the grandest use for me, deepens my existence. Heard best through
walls and obstructions. These performers, too, have come with the pleasant weather and the birds.
I think I saw a female yellowbird [Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia (Yellow-bird or
Summer Yellow-bird)] yesterday; its note different from the male’s, somewhat like the night
warbler’s. They come a little later than the males. The larches are leafing out.

May 15, Saturday, 1852: On this day and on the 18th, Henry Thoreau surveyed, for Silas Hosmer, houselots
on Bedford Street next to Mary Rice and bounded on the east by land of C.B. Davis. In his journal, Thoreau
noted that in 1668 the Town had a herd of 50 cattle pastured there.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MAY 15TH]
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The front page of Gleason’s Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion, Volume II, No. 20, page 305, issued in
Boston, carried an illustration of the squadron of the Perry expedition titled “View of the Vessels Composing
the Japanese Squadron,” depicting the ships as if somehow assembled close to one another under full sail, very
similar to one that would be made in the following year in New-York by J.W. Orr from a drawing by Wade.

CONSULT THE WIKIPEDIA
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry is somewhat implausibly standing in a long boat headed toward his
flagship. The engraving lists the USS Mississippi (Perry’s flagship), the USS Saratoga, the USS St. Marys, the
USS Susquehanna, the USS Plymouth, the USS Princeton, and the USS Supply. The handcoloring was
presumably done subsequent to publication and sale. A similar illustration would appear in the February 12,
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1853 issue of the magazine.

Since on this day Thoreau made no entry in his journal, it is a candidate for the day of this month on which he
spent the afternoon and evening in the Emerson home during the visit of Andover Academy student John
Albee (of course, that would require that the Concord surveying he had been doing during the morning had
been but a half-day task).
May 17, Monday, 1852: At anchor in Boston harbor, the crew of the frigate USS Mississippi cheered the
Cumberland, flagship of the Mediterranean Squadron, as she passed under full sail on her outbound passage.
The band played not only “Hail Columbia” but also the “Star-Spangled Banner.” William Speiden, Jr. noted
that the “beauty of a scene of this kind cannot half be imagined.”

May 17. My seringo-bird [Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis (passerina
or seringo or seringo-bird)] is reddish-brown with a spot on the breast and other marks, two whitish
lines on back, and some white in tail; runs in the grass, so that you see nothing of it where the grass
is very low; and sings standing on a tuft of grass and holding its head up the while.
P.M. — To Loring’s pond.
Decidedly fair weather at last; a bright, breezy, flowing, washing day. I see that dull-red grass whose
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blades, having risen above the surface of the water, lie flat on it in close and conspicuous flakes,
making a right angle with the part in the water. Perhaps a slightly rosaceous tint to it.
The different color of the water at different times would be worth observing. To-day it is full of light
and life, the breeze presenting many surfaces to the, sun. There is a sparkling shimmer on it. It is a
deep, dark blue, as the shy is clear. The air everywhere is, as it were, full of the rippling of waves.
Thus pond is the more interesting for the islands in it. The water is seen miming behind them, and it
is pleasant to know that it penetrates quite behind and isolates the land you see, or to sec it apparently
flowing out from behind an island with shining ripples.
To-day the cinquefoils (the earliest one) on the hillsides shine in the sun. Their brightness becomes
the day. That is a beautiful footpath through the pitch pines on the hillside north of this pond, over a
carpet of tawny pine leaves, so slippery under your feet. Why do not men sprinkle these over their
floors instead of sand? The sun on the young foliage of birches, alders, etc., on the opposite side of
the pond has an enchanting effect. The sunshine has a double effect. The new leaves abet it, so fresh
and tender, not apprehending their insect foes. Now the sun has come out after the May storm, how
bright, how full of freshness and tender promise and fragrance is the new world! The woods putting
forth new leaves; it is a memorable season. So hopeful! These young leaves have the beauty of
flowers. The shrub oaks are just beginning to blossom. The forward leaves and shoots of the
meadow-sweet, beneath the persistent dead flowers, make a very rich and conspicuous green now
along the fences and walls. The conspicuous white flowers of the two kinds of shad-blossom spot
the hillsides at a distance. This is the only bush or tree whose flowers are sufficiently common and
large at this time (to-day), except the Salix alba and the peach (the choke-cherry is rare), to make a
show now, as the apples will soon. I see dark pines in the distance in the sunshine, contrasting with
the light fresh green of the deciduous trees. There is life in these fresh and varied colors, life in the
motion of the wind and the waves; all make it a flowing, washing day. It is a good day to saunter.
The female crimson flowers of the sweet-gale are still conspicuous. Is that the shepherd's-purse and
the speedwell27 that I found in blossom? Those commonest cockle(?)-shells are holding on to the
rocks under water by their feet in Fort Pond Brook. Wood tortoises are numerous in the fields to-day.
Saw a young one two and a half inches diameter. Do I smell the young birch leaves at a distance?
Most trees are beautiful when leafing out, but especially the. birch. After a storm at this season, the
sun comes out and lights up the tender expanding leaves, and all nature is full of light and fragrance,
and the birds sing without ceasing, and the earth is a fairvland. The birch leaves are so small that you
see the landscape through the tree, and they are like silvery and green spangles in the sun, fluttering
about the tree. 1?ridged the brook with help of an alder loop and a rider. Are they not grandidentatas
on Annursnack which show so white at this distance like shad-blossoms? Does not summer begin
after the May storm? What is that huckleberry with sticky leaf-buds and just expanding leaves
covered with a yellow waxy matter? The first veery note.
Methinks they were turtle doves [Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura (Turtle Dove)] which
I saw this afternoon baited to a pigeon-place [American Passenger Pigeons Ectopistes
migratorius]. They fly like a pigeon, — a slender, darting bird. I do not surely know them apart.
To-night I hear a new dreamer, a frog, — that sprayey note which perhaps I have referred to the
midsummer frog. That praying or snoring sound also I hear.

27. 1t is either the smooth or the procumbent, probably the first.
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May 18, Tuesday, 1852: The state of Massachusetts demanded that all school-age children actually attend
school.
The frigate USS Mississippi being at the Boston Navy Yard, William Speiden, Jr. went ashore to visit a friend
in Jamaica Plains. He admired “a grand structure of Architecture” which was looming on the horizon, the
Bunker Hill monument, but regretted not having enough time to view also the pastoral Mount Auburn
Cemetery.
Henry Thoreau again noticed the Northern Oriole Icterus Galbula, which he termed the “golden robin”:

May 18: These days the golden robin [Northern Oriole

Icterus galbula (Fiery Hangbird
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or Hangbird or Gold Robin or Golden Robin)] is the important bird in the streets, on the elms.

May 18: This afternoon the brown thrashers [Brown Thrasher Toxostroma rufum Red
mavis] are very numerous and musical. They plunge downward when they leave their perch, in a
peculiar way. It is a bird that appears to make a business of singing for its own amusement. There is
great variety in its strains. It is not easy to detect any repetition.
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May 18: The rhodora in blossom, a. delicate-colored flower
P.M. — To Cliffs.
Frog or toad spawn in a pool in long worm-like or bowel-like strings, sometimes coiled up spirally.
It is fine clear atmosphere, only the mountains blue. A slight seething but no haze. Shall we have
much of this weather after this? There is scarcely a flock of cloud in the sky. The heaven is now
broad and open to the earth in these longest days. The world can never be more beautiful than now,
for, combined with the tender fresh green, you have this remarkable clearness of the air. I doubt if
the landscape will be any greener.
The landscape is most beautiful looking towards the sun (in the orchard on Fair Haven) at four. First,
there is this green slope on which I sit, looking down between the rows of apple trees just being
clothed with tender green, — sometimes underneath them to the sparkling water, or over through
them, or seeing them against the sky. Secondly, the outline of this bank or hill is drawn against the
water far below; the river still high, a beautifully bright sheen on the water there, though it is
elsewhere a dull slaty/blue color, a sober rippled surface. A fine sparkling shimmer in front, owing
to the remarkable clearness of the atmosphere (clarified by the May storm?). Thirdly, on either side
of the wood beyond the river are patches of bright, tender, yellowish, velvety green grass in
meadows and on hillsides. It is like a short furred mantle now and bright as if it had the sun on it.
Those great fields of green affect me as did those early green blades by the Corner Spring, — like a
fire flaming up from the earth. The earth proves itself well alive even in the skin. No scurf on it, only
a browner color on the barren tops of hills. Fourthly, the forest, the dark/green pines, wonderfully
distinct, near and erect, with their distinct dark stems, spiring tops, regularly disposed branches, and
silvery light on their needles. They seem to wear an aspect as much fresher and livelier as the other
trees, — though their growth can hardly be perceptible yet, — as if they had been washed by the
rains and the air. They are now being invested with the light, sunny, yellowish/green of the deciduous
trees. This tender foliage, putting so much light and life into the landscape, is the remarkable feature
at this date. The week when the deciduous trees are generally and conspicuously expanding their
leaves. The various tints of gray oaks and yellowish-green birches and aspens and hickories, and the
red or scarlet tops where maple keys are formed (the blossoms are now over), — these last the high
color (rosaceous?) in the bouquet. And fifthly, I detect a great stretch of high/backed, mostly bare,
grassy pasture country between this and the Nashua, spotted with pines and forests, which I had
formerly taken for forest uninterrupted. And finally, sixthly, Wachusett rising in the background,
slightly veiled in bluish mist,—toward which all these seem to slope gradually upward, — and those
grassy hillsides in the foreground, seen but as patches of bare grassy ground on a spur of that distant
mountain.
Thus afternoon the brown thrashers [Brown Thrasher Toxostroma rufum] are very numerous
and musical. They plunge downward when they leave their perch, in a peculiar way. It is a bird that
appears to make a business of singing for its own amusement. There is great variety in its strains. It
is not easy to detect any repetition. The wood thrush [Wood Thrush Catharus mustelina], too,
is pretty sure to be heard in a walk. Some shrub oaks are beginning to blossom. I hear my second
cricket on the face of the Cliffs, clear and distinct, — only one. The shrub oaks on the plain show a
little red with their buds and young leaves. The crowfoot shines on the rocks.
At evening the water is quite white, reflecting the white evening sky, and oily smooth. I see the
willows reflected in it, when I cannot see their tops in the twilight against the dark hillside. The first
bat by the riverside.28 The praying or snoring frog, the peepers (not so common as lately), the toads
(not many), and sometimes my midsummer frog, — all together. The spearers are out to-night.

28. According to Ellen Tucker Emerson and according to Thoreau’s journal, on August 10, 1860 at the Emersons, in the evening
while Thoreau was entertaining the family with stories about Mount Monadnock, the Emerson cat, “Milcah,” with some help from
Waldo, outed a bat that had hidden behind a picture in the dining room and in the declining light had begun to flutter and draw
attention to itself. The bat flew about the room until Thoreau caught it, held it briefly under a glass dish while identifying it from a
reference work, and then set it free outside. It was an innocent age, and the mother of the Emerson family offered the bat her little
finger to bite, drawing a small amount of blood. Thoreau would indicate in his journal that it was a hoary bat: “Its rear parts covered
with a fine hoary down.”
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These days the golden robin [x] is the important bird in the streets, on the elms.

May 19, Wednesday, 1852: The Chinese Christian Army abandoned its siege of Guilin in Guangxi province
and marched into Hunan province.

On its return southward, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi passed Point Judith, Rhode Island.
Henry Thoreau wrote in his journal about an illness that had intercepted temporarily his nature observations:

May 19. Up to about the 14th of May I watched the progress of the season very closely, —
though not so carefully the earliest birds, — but since that date, both from poor health and
multiplicity of objects, I have noted little but what fell under my observation. The pear trees are in
bloom before the apples. The cherries appear to have been blasted by the winter. The lilac has begun
to blossom. There was the first lightning we have noticed this year, last Sunday evening, and a
thunder-storm in Walpole, N.H. Lightning here this evening and an aurora in form of a segment of
a circle.
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May 21/22, 1852: When the shell room and spirit room of the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi
flooded due to the malfunction of one of the cocks used to admit water into the ship in case of fire, nearly all
its artillery shells were “rendered unfit for service” (of course, they weren’t about to reveal this to anyone).
The sugar supplies were so spoiled by water damage that they needed to be pitched overboard (this it was OK
to talk about).

May 21: [Billington Sea, not Concord, but the song is roughly similar wherever it is heard.]
The red-eyed vireo [Vireo olivaceus] is a steady singer, sitting near the top of a tree a long time
alone, –the robin [American Robin Turdus migratorius] of the woods,– as the robin [Northern
Oriole Icterus galbula (Fiery Hangbird or Hangbird or Gold Robin or Golden Robin)] sings at
morning and evening on an elm in the village.

HDT

NIPON

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN
May 24, Monday, 1852: Having stood up the Chesapeake Bay the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi
came to anchor a few miles below Baltimore, Maryland.
Henry Thoreau checked out, from Harvard Library, OBSERVATIONS ON THE RIVER WYE, AND SEVERAL PARTS
OF SOUTH WALES, &C. RELATIVE CHIEFLY TO PICTURESQUE BEAUTY: MADE IN THE SUMMER OF THE YEAR
1770. BY WILLIAM GILPIN, ... (London: printed by A. Strahan, for T. Cadell junior and W. Davies, 1800),
which had initially appeared in 1782 although subsequently it had gone through numerous editions.

He would copy from this into his Fact Book. He also checked out Gilpin’s OBSERVATIONS ON SEVERAL PARTS
CAMBRIDGE, NORFOLK, SUFFOLK & ESSEX AND ON SEVERAL PARTS OF NORTH WALES
(London, 1809).
OF THE COUNTIES OF
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He also checked out the 2d of the ten volumes of Carolus Linnaeus (1707-1778)’s AMOENITATES ACADEMICAE
(1749-1769).

He also checked out, from the Society of Natural History Library in Boston, Part 1 “Mammalia” of James
Ellsworth De Kay’s ZOOLOGY OF NEW-YORK, OR THE NEW-YORK FAUNA; COMPRISING DETAILED
DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THE ANIMALS HITHERTO OBSERVED WITHIN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK, WITH BRIEF
NOTICES OF THOSE OCCASIONALLY FOUND NEAR ITS BORDERS, AND ACCOMPANIED BY APPROPRIATE
ILLUSTRATIONS (White & Visscher, 1842).

MAMMALIA, VOLUME I
ZOOLOGY

He mentioned having visited Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth, and having viewed there a calabash that had been
fashioned into a jar nearly two feet high.

May 24. The cooing of a dove [Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura (Turtle Dove)]
reminded me of an owl
this morning. Counted just fifty violets (pedata) in a little bunch, three
and a half by five inches, and as many buds, there being six plants close together; on the hill where
Billington climbed a tree.
A calabash it Pilgrim Hall nearly two feet high, in the form of a jar, showed what these fruits were
made for. Nature’s jars and vases.
Holbrook says the Bufo Americanus is the most common in America and is our representative of the
Bufo communis of Europe; speaks of its trill; deposits its spawn in pools.

N. A. HERPETOLOGY
Found in College Yard Trifolium procumbens, or Yellow clover.
Concord. Celandine in blossom, and horse-chestnut.
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(While at the Society of Natural History in Boston, Thoreau had consulted Volume IV of the 2d edition of Dr.
John Edwards Holbrook’s NORTH AMERICAN HERPETOLOGY: OR A DESCRIPTION OF THE REPTILES
INHABITING THE UNITED STATES.)

May 27, Thursday, 1852: Hundreds of citizens of Washington DC toured the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi and were suitably impressed.
William Speiden, Jr. went on shore leave to visit his family (the Speidens lived in the First Ward of Washington
DC, in a home located in what is now referred to as the Federal Triangle area).
Frederick Douglass’ Paper posted two editorials by Frederick Douglass, “The Convention [& Delany & Mrs.
Stowe's Money],” and “Testimonial to Mrs. Stowe [& How to Spend It]”:

The Convention.
Since it is decided to hold a National Convention of the colored
people of the United States in Rochester, we hope that no time
will be lost among our friends in different parts of the country
in choosing delegates. It will also be well for each meeting
that appoints a delegate, or more, to forward its proceedings
(postpaid) to the office of this paper for publication.

****
BRO. M.R. DELANY will see, by the previous appearance of the Call
for a Convention, the reason we do not publish his letter on the
subject. That letter reached us several days after the
publication of the Call. The names of the gentlemen he mentions
can be appended to the Call, if deemed proper by Bro. Delany,
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if he takes the responsibility of so ordering.

****
WE are authorized to state that the contributions, now being made
in various parts of the British realm, as a testimonial to Mrs.
H.B. Stowe, will be accounted for hereafter through the columns
of Frederick Douglass’ Paper — Mrs. Stowe having signified to
the contributors that they should look to our columns to know
what disposition is made of their donations — ED.

The Testimonial to Mrs. Stowe, and What shall be done with it?
This magnificent expression of public gratitude to Mrs. Stowe,
and of humane sympathy for the American bondman, is likely to
exceed, in amount, the highest expectations which had been
excited on this side the Atlantic concerning it. The British
public do nothing on an insignificant or narrow scale. In works
of benevolence, if in nothing else, Great Britain must be
regarded as truly great. Touch the heart of this great nation,
and its purse strings are at once loosed and the contents at
your service. Englishmen give pounds to carry out reforms, where
Americans give dollars. The purse of an Englishman is reached
through his heart — the heart of an American is reached through
his purse. Of course there are exceptions on both sides; but we
speak of national, not individual characteristics, and this
without stopping now to ascertain the cause of the difference.
The cause of the American slave, with its multitudinous and
overpowering appeals to the sympathy of the whole human family,
has been carried on the wings of genius to the hearts and homes
of British men and women of all classes. Hence the millions rise
up in marked and grateful admiration of its living embodiment,
and with unquestioning confidence cast their gold at her feet!
This testimonial is of itself an era in the history of
philanthropy; for when was the like ever known? KOSSUTH obtained
considerable sums of money in this country, to aid the cause of
political freedom in Europe; but it came not like the
testimonial to Mrs. Stowe; it wore the stamp of trade — a
business transaction; the money was for value received, and a
bond is held by the donors. Another difference is that the money
was asked for in the one case, and it comes unsolicited in the
other.
But it was not on the nature of the testimonial that we proposed
here to remark — that speaks for itself. Our attention is called
to another aspect of the matter by an article which appears in
the May number of a paper recently established in London, called
the Anti-Slavery Advocate. The article in question is introduced
to the favorable notice of the readers of that paper, as coming
from an American Abolitionist. The upshot of its matter is, WHAT
SHALL BE DONE WITH THE MONEY NOW BEING DONATED TO THE AUTHORESS OF UNCLE
TOM’S CABIN? And the writer goes onto tell what he thinks should

be done with it.
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Now, it strikes us, that the zeal of the Advocatehas, in this
instance, transported him beyond the bounds of good taste. It
does seem that the contributors to this testimonial had, from
some cause or other, arrived at the conclusion, that the writer
of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” either possessed, or could command the
wisdom needful to a discriminating and judicious appropriation
of the money she receives without the aid of volunteer sadvisers
from any quarter. The very spirit and expression of this
testimonial will be marred, if it is to be cut up and divided
among conflicting societies. But let us hear the Advocate; and
since the question has been raised, and is pressed with much
zeal, we shall only be in the way of our duty to give our views
upon it, and let them go for what they are worth.
”What, then, ought to be done with funds given for antislavery purposes? Just what the abolitionists have been
doing for many years. Scatter arguments, appeals,
entreaties; thunder at the doors of schools and colleges
and churches; let there be no rest till slavery is
abolished. All schemes of instruction, amelioration,
&c., are delusive and cruel while slavery lasts. As well
talk of painting and making water-tight the house while
it is on fire, as combine instruction and slavery. It
is a childish amusement for childish philanthropy, of
which the world is full, even looking aside from the
main trying question. Of course, schools will be more
popular than emancipation with nine-tenths of the
people one meets; because nine-tenths have not the habit
of investigation, nor the natural sagacity that hits the
nail on the head, and seizes things by the right
handles. Emancipation will necessarily be instruction;
but instruction is not necessarily emancipation.
”Prussia
is
a
well-instructed
kingdom.
—
This
application of anti-slavery funds to the founding of
colored schools would be like the mistake of British
abolitionists in rejecting the counsel of Granville
Sharpe, when he walked the committee room begging
Clarkson and the rest to strike at slavery and not the
trade. I do not mean that the mistake can be so fatal,
because in this case the main battle will still go on
uninfluenced. But the awakening minds will get a dose
of quietism, and the colored people a dose of
humiliation when they need self-esteem.
”Let pro-slavery found schools. It will not fail to do
that and the abundance of such works. The harder we
press them as abolitionists, the more of these works
they will do. If these schools were harmless, not bad,
I should object to them as not the highest good. It is
good to distribute coals to the poor, but it is better
to abolish the despotism that makes them poor. Let
suffering be ameliorated, but above all let wrong, the
cause of suffered, be righted. Nothing could be more
beneficial to the cause of humanity than the discussion
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in all the English and American journals on the subject.
It is great legislative question, one of the most
important that ever arises in the policy of nations.”
Now, the foregoing may be from the pen and brain of “An
American Abolitionist;” but, we venture to affirm that
he is “an American Abolitionist,” with a white skin; for
no colored man, who sets any value upon education — who
is at all concerned for the welfare of his children, or
that of his race generally — can think of postponing all
[illegible] for their welfare until slavery is
abolished; yet this is precisely the counsel of this
“American Abolitionist.” He would have all monies
appropriated
to
“scatter
arguments,
appeals,
entreaties,” or (to quote further) “to thunder at the
doors of schools and colleges.”
Now, we do not under estimate the value of this sort of
effort. Credit is given us for having thundered somewhat
during the past dozen years; and yet the fact remains
that more than three millions of our countrymen are
still in their chains — slavery having withered our
thunder, and the thunder of all the abolitionists
combined.
Thunder is a great thing, but we need sunshine as well
as “thunder.” We need education, as well as agitation.
But what arrant nonsense, what mock philanthropy! sham
Christianity, and empty-headed philosophy is that which
exclaims, “All schemes of instruction, amelioration,
and so forth, are delusive and cruel while slavery
exists.” Heaven help the Free Colored people of the U.S.
if the outpouring of this “”Abolitionist” be any
representation of the feelings of abolitionists
generally towards us; for we understand this writer to
be speaking of what should be done in regard to “the
Free Colored People.” If the proposition of Mrs. Stowe
were the establishment of schools for the education of
the slaves, the notions of our “American Abolitionist”
might have a show of reason; for a scheme of that sort
would be wholly unpracticable. But that is not the
question. Stripped of all disguise, it means that
nothing should be done to better the condition of “the
Free Colored People,” or of the fugitive slaves escaping
here while slavery exists; and that all monies should
be expended in “thunder and so forth.” BAH! Is this
Abolitionist a father? Does he practice for himself what
he preachesto others? If free blacks must not be
improved while slavery lasts, must free whites? Why must
every thing be done for the one, and nothing for the
other? We venture to say that this preacher against
instruction and amelioration likes in the utmost case
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himself, and does all he can to educate his children.
We have no patience with such miserable cant! It is like
the Church opposing abolition societies, on the plea
that the triumph of Christianity will make them
unnecessary: opposing the temperance societies, and
refusing to strike down any one evil under the plea of
“laying the axe at the root of the tree.” We have seen
enough of such subterfuges; and we are sorry to see them
revived at such a distance from our shores, by “an
American Abolitionist.” Had they come up on this side,
instead of diving under the Atlantic, three thousand
miles away, they would have felt the weight of our club
before this. The colored people can have no confidence
in that sort of abolitionism which leaves the Free
Colored man and his children to the tender mercies of
pro-slavery, while it professes the deepest concern for
the emancipation and elevation of the slaves.
What has given GERRIT SMITH such a hold on the
affections of the colored people? Why is it that his
words have in them a power to shake the nation? Why is
it
that
prayers
of
thousands
ascend
for
his
preservation, night and morning? It is that his life has
never libelled his lips: it is, that while launching
against slavery the heaviest bolts, he can descend from
the platform to sit by the side of, and to comfort and
cheer a trembling fugitive. He that can truly thunder,
can stop to soothe, when a wounded and fettered brother
is before him. The Free Colored People of the United
States can go right up to Gerrit Smith and lay their
heavy, horny hands upon his knee. Why is this? — It is
because his anti-slavery has not all gone off in appeals
and remonstrances, in noise and in thunder. He has
educated a LO[??]EN, a WARD, a GARNETT; he has supported
the papers established by them, and for them, and has
shown that he has a heart for practical benevolence,
whether presented in detail or in the aggregate. GERRIT
SMITH is not the writer of the letter in “The AntiSlavery Advocate,” published in London.
If any one is surprised at our indignation, they should
remember that, even among abolitionists, it is almost
impossible for a Free Colored man to get his child into
any respectable employment; that the doors of the workshop, as well as the gates of the college, are closed
against him; and now, when, for the first time, a grand
effort is about to be made, by which colored persons,
fugitive slaves, and others, may master certain
lucrative
and
mechanical
trades,
“an
American
Abolitionist,” through a British anti-slavery journal,
attempts to divert attention from this laudable object,
and to discourage it altogether, as one needless to be
carried out, until slavery shall be abolished! Shame on
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this vile suggestion!
There is fresh in our memory a case of this kind. A
highly-respected and educated widow lady of color,
herself a member of the Eastern Pennsylvania AntiSlavery Society, applied to one of its Executive
Committees for a clerkship for one of her sons. She was
told by her noble brother abolitionist, that there was
no vacancy in his establishment for her son; and he,
moreover, frankly assured her further, that even were
there a vacancy in his establishment, the color of her
son would prevent him from being selected to fill it.
This distinguished member of the Executive Committee,
doubtless, is of the same mind as the “American
Abolitionist” who writes for “The Advocate,” thinks
that nothing ought to be done for education and
amelioration of the colored people of this country,
while slavery exists.
But we lay aside our “cat-o’-nine-tails,” and lash these
would-be reformers no further. We have whipped them more
as a warning for others, than for any good we hope to
do them.
The testimonial is in good hands — in the hands to
which, of right, it belongs. Mrs. Stowe will not be
turned from her purpose of leaving some permanent
monument of her labors, for the benefit of our afflicted
people. She sees (as every reflecting person must see)
that
the
more
intelligent,
moral,
industrious,
enterprising, and thrifty the Free Colored man in the
United States becomes, the more powerfully will his
example tell against the enslavement of men like him.
On the other hand, it is equally clear that, so long as
slaveholders can maintain for their slaves any sort of
comparison with the Free Colored people, just so long
will the mass of men who look only at outward condition,
and are too much absorbed with the world, to see a
principle, or to appreciate its claims when seen,
abstain from all efforts at emancipation. Elevate and
improve the condition of the Free Colored people, and
you at once level the strongest props ofslavery.
“Let pro-slavery found schools.” Indeed, and why not let proslavery abolish slavery? There is as much sense in the one
proposition, as in the other.”Let pro-slavery found schools;”
let pro-slavery instruct the colored people, and ameliorate
their condition. Let pro-slavery men elevate the Free Colored
man, instruct him in the use of tools, make him a mechanic, help
him in his business, extend to him the hand of social equality,
and the world will readily understand how little depends upon
mere names. They will see that the “thunder” of practice is far
more potent than the thunder of profession.
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May 27. At Corner Spring.
A wet day. The veery sings nevertheless. The road is white with the apple blossoms fallen off, as
with snowflakes. The dogwood is coming out. Ladies’-slippers out. They perfume the air.
Ranunculus recurvatus, hooked crowfoot, by the spring. Prunus maritima, beach plum, by
Hubbard’s. Dwarf cornel. Smilacina racemosa, clustered Solomon’s-seal. The nodding trillium has
a faint, rich scent; the Convallaria bifolia a strong but not very pleasant scent. Ranunculus acris, or
tall crowfoot, before the first buttercup shows much. Viola lanceolata, white. (I did not distinguish
it before.) My early willow is either the swamp willow or the bog willow of Bigelow. The Salix
nigra, or black willow, of Gray, in bloom. Myosotis laxa, water mouse-ear, by Depot Field Brook.
The fruit of the sweet flag is now just fit to eat, and reminds me of childhood, — the critchicrotches.
They would helix sustain a famished traveller. The inmost tender leaf, also, near the base, is quite
palatable, as children know. I love it as well as muskrats (?). The smooth speedwell, the minute paleblue striated flower by the roadsides and in the short sod of fields, common now. I hear but few toads
and peepers [spring peeper Pseudacris crucifer] now. The sweetness which appears to be wafted
from the meadow (I am on the Corner causeway) is indescribably captivating, Sabean odors, such
as voyageurs tell of when approaching a coast. Can it be the grape so early? I think not. May it be
the mint in the meadow, just left bare by the receding waters? It appears to come from the ditch by
the roadside. Methinks the tree-toad croaks more this wet weather. The tall crowfoot out. The fringed
polygala near the Corner Spring is a delicate flower, with very fresh tender green leaves and redpurple blossoms; beautiful from the contrast of its clear red-purple flowers with its clear green
leaves. The cuckoo. Caught a wood frog (Rana sylvatica), the color of a dead leaf. He croaked as I
held him, perfectly frog-like. A bumblebee is on my bunch of flowers laid down.

End of May(??) 1852: The Hawthornes moved into the former home of the Bronson Alcotts on Lexington
Road in Concord, renaming it from Hillside to “The Wayside.” At some date this year he would tell George
William Curtis “I know nothing of the history of the house, except Thoreau’s telling me that it was inhabited
a generation or two ago by a man who believed he should never die.”29
OLD HOUSES
William Speiden, Jr. returned to the USS Mississippi.
When the author would have difficulties with a manuscript he was working on –“The Ancestral Footprint”
which morphed into “Etherege” and then into “Grimshawe”– he would recall this story that had been related
to him by Thoreau years before, take up the theme of a magic elixir which he had previously used in
“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment,” shift the scene of the action to Concord, take as his protagonist a halfbreed
Indian seminary student who was undergoing a crisis of faith, and name this student Septimius Norton.
His protagonist kills a British soldier and upon searching his corpse, discovers a formula for eternal life.
(He wouldn’t be able to get anywhere with this, and eventually the Indian character would morph into a white
man named Septimius Felton, and then the manuscript would lie around until recent years, unpublished.)

SEPTIMIUS FELTON; OR, THE ELIXIR OF LIFE

29. We may well wonder: had Thoreau made up this stuff about a previous resident of Wayside who believed he should never die,
or had there been some such actual person, with a name and a date?
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June 2, Wednesday, 1852: Father Isaac Hecker, CSSR wrote to Orestes Augustus Brownson, Esq.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi arrived at Brooklyn, New York.
It was reported in San Francisco that a total of 10,641 immigrants had arrived by boat during the month of May.
That night the city experienced an earthquake.
The Boston Medical Surgical Journal (46:359-360) announced, in regard to the controversy over the discovery
of Anæsthesia, that the members of the French Academy had, on the representation of Charles Thomas
Jackson’s friend Elie de Beaumont, awarded to him one of the Mouthyon prizes, involving a Gold Medal of
Merit (it seems they had made no inquiry whatever into the validity of his claims and were unaware of the
existence of a dispute). Here is Jackson proudly sporting this odor-free French award:
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June 2. Wednesday. Measured C. Davis’s elm at the top of his fence, just built, five feet from
the ground. It is fifteen and two twelfths feet in circumference and much larger many feet higher.
Buttercups now spot the churchyard. The elms now hold a good deal of shade and look rich and
heavy with foliage. You see darkness in them. Golden alexanders — looks like a parsnip — near or
beyond the East Quarter schoolhouse. The barberry blossoms are now abundant. They fill the air
with a disagreeable, buttery fragrance. Low blackberry in bloom. Hazy days now. Milkweed,
elecampane, butter-and-eggs, etc., etc., are getting up. The dried brown petals of apple blossoms spot
the sod in pastures. Measured a chestnut stump on Asa White’s land, twenty-three and nine twelfths
feet in circumference, eight and one half feet one way, seven feet the other, at one foot from ground.
Nest of Wilson’s thrush [Veery Catharus fuscescens] with bluish-green eggs. Female sassafras
in bloom. I think I may say the umbelled thesium has begun to bloom. The pincushion galls appear
on the oaks.
I found a plant whose name I know not; somewhat fern-like; leaves in a whorl of five, two double,
one single; the whole nine inches high; no flower.

July 3, Saturday, 1852: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry came aboard the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi, being greeted there with fanfare, and hoisted the pennant of the East India Squadron, making the
frigate his flagship for the beginning of his expedition. He would move the pennant from time to time to
different vessels during the voyage, significantly to the steamship Susquehanna. On this day he ordered the
ship flags set at half-mast in honor of the recently deceased secretary of state, and long-time leader in the US
Congress and Whig Party, Henry Clay.
Henry Thoreau surveyed, for Cyrus Stow, a Fair Haven Hill woodlot near the deep cut on the railroad line.

July 3: The yellow lily –Lilium Canadense is out rising above the meadow grass sometimes
one sometimes 2. (From Deep Cut over Fair Haven back by Potters path 5 Pm.–) Young woodchucks
sitting in their holes allow me to come quite near– Clover is mostly dried up. The chimaphila
umbellata winter-green –must have been in blossom some time. The back side of its petals “cream
colored tinged with purple” which is turned toward the beholder while the face is toward the earth –
is the handsomest It is a very pretty little chandelier of a flower fit to adorn the forest floor. Its buds
are nearly as handsome. (They appear long in unfolding) Polygonum persicaria just beginning. The
pickers have quite thinned the crop of early blue berries where Stow cut off winter before last. When
the woods on some hill side are cut off the vaccinium Pennsylvanicum springs up –or grows more
luxuriantly being exposed to light & air –& by the 2nd year its stems are weighed to the ground with
clusters of blue berries covered with bloom & much larger than they commonly grow –also with a
livelier taste than usual as if remembering some primitive Mt side given up to them anciently. Such
places supply the villagers with the earliest berries for two or three years or until the rising wood
overgrows them and they withdraw into the bosom of nature again. They flourish during the few
years between one forest’s fall and another’s rise. Before you had prepared your mind or made up
your mouth for berries –thinking only of crude green ones –earlier by 10 days than you had expected
some child of the woods is at your door with ripe blue berries –for didnt you know that Mr. Stow cut
off his woodlot winter before last? It is an ill wind that blows nobody any good –& thus it happens
that when the owner lays bare & deforms a hill side and alone appears to reap any advantage from
it by a crop of wood –all the villagers and the inhabitants of distant cities obtain some compensation
in the crop of berries that it yields– They glean after the wood chopper –not faggots but full baskets
of blue-berries– I am surprised to see how suddenly when the sun & air & rain are let in these bushes
which in the shade of the forest scarcely yielded the walker a berry –will suddenly be weighed down
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with fruit. Let alone your garden –cease your cultivation –& in how short a time will blue berries &
huckleberries grow there! I have not noticed a violet for some time
Bathed beneath Fair Haven. How much food the muskrats have at hand– They may well be
numerous. At this place the bottom in shallow water at a little distance from the shore is thickly
covered with clams –half buried and on their ends –generally a little aslant –sometimes there are a
dozen or more side by side within a square foot –and that over a space 20 rods long and 1 wide–
(I know not how much farther they reach into the river) they would average 3 to a square foot. which
would give 16,335 clams to 20 rods of shore– (on one side of the river) and I suspect that there are
many more. No wonder that muskrats multiply –& that the shores are covered with their shells left
by the muskrats– In bathing here I can hardly step without treading on them –some times half a
dozen at once –and often I cut my feet pretty severely on their shells– They are partly covered with
mud & the short weeds at the bottom –& they are of the same color themselves –but stooping down
over them when the roil has subsided I can see them now (at 5 1/2 Pm) with their mouths? open –an
inch long & a quarter of an inch wide –with a waving fringe about it –& another smaller opening
close to it without any fringe –through both of which I see distinctly into the white interior of the
fish. When I touch one he instantly closes his shell & if taken out quickly spurts water like a
saltwater clam. Evidently taking in their food & straining it with that waving motion of the ciliae–
There they lie both under the pads and in the sun. Ceanothus Americanus New Jersey tea The last
month has been very breezy & on the whole a cold one– I remember rippling leaves –showing their
light undersides. Rubus strigosus Wild red Raspberry– I can hardly find a geranium now –The
common carrot by the roadside Daucus carota –is in some respects an interesting plant –for its umbel
as Big. says is shaped like a birds nest –& its large pinnatifid involucre –interlacing by its fine
segments resembles a fanciful ladies-work-basket. Asclepias purpurascens. I find a Potamogeton to
day over the clams which appears to correspond to the P. pulcher– I am not sure that it is what I have
called the natans –but this cannot be the natans fore the leaves are not all long petioled –but the
lower ones waved & quite pellucid.

YELLOW LILY
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YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALITY OF TIME OVER THAT OF
CHANGE, OR CHANGE OVER TIME — IT’S PARMENIDES, OR
HERACLITUS. I HAVE GONE WITH HERACLITUS.

July 31, Saturday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi headed north up the coast of the
United States of America, with orders to proceed to the fishing banks of the north Atlantic Ocean and the
Bay of Fundy, Canada, in order to investigate supposed restrictions by the British on American fishermen
(naval cannon, that speak with an unavoidable loud voice, are sometimes a great assistance in such inquiries).

July 31, Saturday: Pm To Assabet over Nawshawtuct There is more shadow under the edges
of woods & copses now– The foliage appears to have increased so that the shadows are heavier &
perhaps it is this that makes it cooler especially morning and evening though it may be as warm as
ever at noon. Saw but one Lysimachia stricta left in the meadows –the mead. sweet meadows. The
green cranberries are half formed– The absence of flowers –the shadows –the wind, the green
cranberries &c are autumnal. The river has risen a foot or so since its lowest early in the month. The
water is quite cool– Methinks it cannot be so warm again this year. After that torrid season the river
rises in the first rains & is much cooled. The springs are mostly buried on its shore. The high blue
berry has a singularly cool flavor. The alder locust again reminds me of autumn. Can that low
blackberry which has I think a rather wrinkled leaf & bears dense masses of lively berries now –
commonly in cool moist ground be the same with the common. Eupatorium purpureum has just
begun –& probably the ovate &c but I suspect no entire corymb is out.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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August 3, Tuesday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi reached Eastport, Maine on its
freighted mission to save American seafish from British fishermen.
Meanwhile Louisa Hawthorne’s corpse, which had been recovered by divers, was being buried.
Waldo Emerson’s comment was:
Who knows which is the shortest & most excellent way out of the
calamities of the present world?

That’s quite a comment to make over the corpse of a person who had needed to choose between the impossible
alternatives of leaping into deep, swift-flowing waters, or being scorched to death! –Was Waldo venturing an
opinion that Louisa, in her panic, leaping from the Henry Clay into those dark waters, had in effect been
selecting the shorter and more excellent way, drowning, and deselecting the longer and less excellent way,
burning? – I do not understand this. What the holy hell are we supposed to make of such a comment?

Aug. 3. The Hypericum Sarothra appears to be out.
12 M. At the east window. — A temperate noon. I hear a cricket creak in the shade; also the sound
of a distant piano. The music reminds me of imagined heroic ages; it suggests such ideas of human
life and the field which the earth affords as the few noblest passages of poetry. These few interrupted
strains which reach me through the trees suggest the same thoughts and aspirations that all melody,
by whatever sense appreciated, has ever done. I am affected. What coloring variously fair and
intense our life admits of! How a thought will mould and paint it! Impressed by some vague vision,
as it were, elevated into a more glorious sphere of life, we no longer know this, we can deny its
existence. We say we are enchanted, perhaps. But what I am impressed by is the fact that this
enchantment is no delusion. So far as truth is concerned, it is a fact such as what we call our actual
existence, but it is a far higher and more glorious fact. It is evidence of such a sphere, of such
possibilities. It is its truth and reality that affect me. A thrumming of piano-strings beyond the
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gardens and through the elms. At length the melody steals into my being. I know not when it began
to occupy me. By some fortunate coincidence of thought or circumstance I am attuned to the
universe, I am fitted to hear, my being moves in a sphere of melody, my fancy and imagination are
excited to an inconceivable degree. This is no longer the dull earth on which I stood. It is possible to
live a grander life here; already the steed is stamping, the knights are prancing; already our thoughts
bid a proud farewell to the so-called actual life and its humble glories. Now this is the verdict of a
soul in health. But the soul diseased says that its own vision and life alone is true and sane. What a
different aspect will courage put upon the face of things! This suggests what a perpetual flow of spirit
would produce.
Of course, no man was ever made so truly generous, was so expanded by any vile draught, but that
he might be equally and more expanded by imbibing a saner and wholesomer draught than ever he
has swallowed. There is a wine that does not intoxicate; there is a pure juice of the grape, and
unfermented. What kind of draught is that which the aspirant soul imbibes?
In every part of Great Britain are discovered the traces of the Romans, — their funereal urns, their
lamps, their roads, their dwellings. But New England, at least, is not based on any Rornan ruins.
We have not to lay the foundation of our houses in the ashes of a former civilization.
P.M. — To Boulder Field.
Vernonia Noveboracensis, iron-weed, by Flint’s Bridge, began to open by July 31st; a tall plant with
a broad fastigiate corymb of rich dark-purple thistle-like flowers, the middle ones opening first. Saw
two hay-carts and teams cross the shallow part of the river in front of N. Barrett's, empty, to the Great
Meadows. An interesting sight. The Great Meadows alive with farmers getting their hay. I could
count four or five great loads already loaded in different parts. Clematis Virginiana just begun.
Observed a low prostrate veronica with roundish, regularly opposite leaves, somewhat crenelate, and
white flowers veined with purple, in damp, cool grass. Think I have not seen it before. A houstonia
still. The huckleberries in the low ground by the river beyond Flint’s are large and fresh. The black
shine as with a gloss, and the blue are equally large.
Looking down into the singular bare hollows from the back of a hill near here, the paths made by the
cows in the sides of the hills, going round the hollows, made gracefully curving lines in the
landscape, ribbing it. The curves, both the rising and falling of the path and its winding; to right and
left. an., agreeable.
What remarkable customs still prevail at funerals! The chief mourner, though it may be a maiden
who has lost her lover, consents to be made a sort of puppet and is by them put forward to walk
behind the corpse in the street, before the eyes of all, at a time which should be sacred to grief; is,
beside, compelled, as it were, to attend to the coarse and unfeeling, almost inevitably to her
impertinent, words of consolation or admonition, so called, of whatever clerical gentleman may be
in the neighborhood. Friends and neighbors of the family should bury their dead. It is fitting that they
should walk in procession with parade and even assumed solemnity. It is for them to pay this kind
of respect to the dead, that it be not left to hirelings alone. It is soothing to the feelings of the absent
mourners. They may fitly listen to the words of the preacher, but the feelings of the mourners should
be respected.
Spergularia rubra, spurry sandwort, a pretty, minute red flower spreading flat by roadside, nearly
out of blossom. Apparently Urtica dioica, but not very stinging, may have been out some time.
Hypericum mutilum, probably last part of July.
Took that interesting view from one of the boulder rocks toward Lincoln Hills, between Hubbard’s
Hill and Grove and Barrett's, whose back or north and wooded side is in front, a few oaks and elms
in front and on the right, and some fine boulders slumbering in the foreground. It is a peculiar part
of the town, — the old bridle-road plains further east. A great tract here of unimproved and
unfrequented country, the boulders sometimes crowned with barberry hushes. I hear crows, the
robin, huckleberry-birds, young bluebirds, etc.
The sun coming out of a cloud and shining brightly on patches of cudweed reminds the of frost on
the grass in the morning. A splendid entire rainbow after a slight shower, with two reflections of it,
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outermost broad red, passing through yellow to green, then narrow red, then blue or indigo (not plain
what), then faint red again. It is too remarkable to be remarked on.

August 7, Saturday-12, Thursday, 1852: At St. Johns in New Brunswick, Canada, William Speiden, Jr.
attended church services while Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was visiting the Governor of New
Brunswick in Fredericton. Then the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi spent a number of days laying
in supplies of coal and lumber.

Aug. 7. When I think of the thorough drilling to which young men are subjected in the
English universities, acquiring a minute knowledge of Latin prosody and of Greek particles and
accents, so that they can not only turn a passage of Homer into English prose or verse, but readily a
passage of Shakespeare into Latin hexameters or elegiacs, — that this and the like of this is to be
liberally educated, — I am reminded how different was the education of the actual Homer and
Shakespeare. The worthies of the world and liberally educated have always, in this sense, got along
with little Latin and less Greek.
At this season we have gentle rain-storms, making the aftermath green. The rich and moist English
grass land looks very green after the rain, as if it were a second spring.
If I were to choose a time for a friend to make a passing visit to this world for the first time, in the
full possession of all his faculties, perchance it would be at a moment when the sun was setting with
splendor in the west, his light reflected far and wide through the clarified air after a rain, and a
brilliant rainbow, o’erarching the eastern sky. Would he be likely to think this a vulgar place to live
[sic], where one would weary of existence, and be compelled to devote his life to frivolity and
dissipation? If a man travelling from world to world were to pass through this world at such a
moment, would he not be tempted to take up his abode here?
We see the rainbow apparently when we are on the edge of the rain, just as the sun is setting. If we
are too deep in the rain, then it will appear dim. Sometimes it is so near that I see a portion of its arch
this side of the woods in the horizon, tingeing them. Sometimes we are completely within it,
enveloped by it, and experience the realization of the child's wish. The obvious colors are red and
green. Why green? It is astonishing how brilliant the red may be. What is the difference between that
red and the ordinary red of the evening sky? Who does not feel that here is a phenomenon which
natural philosophy alone is inadequate to explain? The use of the rainbow, who has described it?

August 15, Sunday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi arrived at Halifax, Nova Scotia,
home port of Great Britain’s North American Squadron. Archbishop William Walsh of Nova Scotia joined
Archbishop John J. Hughes of New York and a party of bishops to visit the frigate, as did the commander of
forces at Halifax. One can only imagine that these foreigners were greatly impressed by our determination and
our righteousness. We were prepared to use naval cannon to further our worthy cause, which worthy cause was
merely to defend our American fish from being captured by British fishermen! William Speiden, Jr. attended
a ball given for the officers of the ship.
Meanwhile the Chinese Christian Army was taking Kwei-yang.
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August 15: I see a dense, compact flock of bobolinks [Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Rice-bird] going off in the air over a field. They cover the rails and alders, and go rustling off with
a brassy, tinkling note like a ripe crop as I approach, revealing their yellow breasts and bellies.
This is an autumnal sight, that small flock of grown birds in the afternoon sky.

August 21, Saturday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was near the Magdalen Islands,
attempting to further our worthy cause, which was to protect our American fish from being captured by British
fishermen.

Aug. 21. Weeds in potato-fields are now very rank. What should we come to if the season
were longer, and the reins were given to vegetation? Those savages that do not wither before the
glance of civilization, that are waiting; their turn to be cultivated, preparing a granary for the birds.
The air within a day or two is quite cool, almost too cool for a thin coat, yet the alternate days are by
some reckoning among the warmest in the Year, scalding hot. That will apply very well to the
greatest half of August. Young turkeys are straying in the grass, which is alive with grasshoppers.
3 P.M. — To Bear Hill via railroad and Flint’s.
The bees, wasps, etc., are on the goldenrods, impatient to be interrupted, improving their time before
the sun of the year sets. A man killed by lightning would have a good answer ready in the next world
to the question “How came you here?” which he need not hesitate to give. Can that be Mulgedium
leucophærum, with the aspect of a lettuce but bluish flowers, seven feet high with a panicle two feet
by ten inches? Cat-tails ripe. The common epilobium holds not a neat flower but rich-colored.
Moralists say of men, By their fruits ye shall know them, but botanists say of plants, By their flowers
ye shall know them. This is very well generally, but they must make exceptions sometimes when the
fruit is fairer than the flower. They are to be compared at that stage in which they are most significant
to marl. I say that sometimes by their fruits ye shall know them. The bright red or scarlet fruit of the
scarlet thorn (Cratægus coccinea) in the woods of Bear Hill road, Winn’s woods. How handsomely
they contrast with the green leaves! Are edible also. Fruits now take the place of flowers to some
extent. These brilliant-colored fruits, flower-like. There are few flowers have such brilliant and
remarkable colors as the fruit of the arum, trillium, convallarias, dracæna, cornels, viburnums,
actæa, etc., etc. I must notice this kind of flowers now.
The leaves of the dogsbane are turning yellow. There are as few or fewer birds heard than flowers
seen. The red-eye still occasionally. Agrimony still. “The dry, pearly, and almost incorruptible heads
of the Life Everlasting.” Ah! this is a truly elysian flower now, beyond change and decay, not lusty
but immortal, — pure ascetics, suggesting a widowed virginity. Bidens frondosa in corn-fields under
Bear Hill, west side. The large kind. Polygonum arifolium, a very large scratch-weed, in the ditch in
Baker’s Swamp, reminding me of a boa-constrictor creeping over the plants’ stems, a third of an inch
in diameter. Somc time earlier in this month. The sound of the crickets gradually prevails more and
more. I hear the year falling asleep. When dry seeds come, then I hear these dry locust and cricket
sounds. Berries are still abundant on Bear Hill, but how late when huckleberries begin to be wormy
and pickers are deserting the fields? The high blackberries by the roadside are sweet though covered
with dust. At this season, too, the farmers burn brush, and the smoke is added to the haziness of the
atmosphere. From this hill I count five or six smokes, far and near, and am advertised of one species
of industry over a wide extent of country. The mountains are just visible. The grass-poly by the
Lincoln road, with its “fine purple” flowers. Decodon verticillatus, swamp loosestrife. Those in the
water do not generally bloom. What stout, woody, perennial rootstocks! It is a handsome purple
flower, falling over wreath-like on every side, with an epilobium look, a lively purple.
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The Cardamine hirsuta still. The bittersweet berries now bright red, still handsomer than the
flowers. The barberries are turning. Many leaves of the pyrus, both kinds, are red, and some sweetferns. See the great umbels, lead-blue, of the Aralia hispida.
This coloring and reddening of the leaves toward fall is interesting; as if the sun had so prevailed that
even the leaves, better late than never, were turning to flowers, — so filled with mature juices, the
whole plant turns at length to one flower, and all its leaves are petals around its fruit or dry seed.
A second flowering to celebrate the maturity of the fruit. The first to celebrate the age of puberty,
the marriageable age; the second, the maturity of the parent, the age of wisdom, the fullness of years.

August 22, Sunday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was near the Bird Islands, attempting
to further our worthy cause, which was to protect our American fish from being captured by British fishermen.
At an antislavery meeting in the meetinghouse of the Religious Society of Friends in Salem, Ohio, Sojourner
Truth confronted Frederick Douglass with a demand to know, “Is God gone?” This is the event to which
Harriet Beecher Stowe would be alluding, when she published an article on Truth more than a decade later in
The Atlantic Monthly, recounting again the fabrication (she had initiated this three years before, in the pages
of the New-York Independent) she alleged that she had heard straight from the mouth of Wendell Phillips (who
had not claimed to have been himself present), ascribing the confrontation to a meeting of undesignated date
in Boston’s Faneuil Hall and positioning Truth in the front row of seats.30 Mrs. Stowe was in the process of
making “Frederick, is God dead?” such a famous repolished phrase that “Is God dead?” would eventually be
inscribed on Truth’s tombstone in Battle Creek, Michigan. In Douglass’s own very much later version of what
he had said at that meeting at the Friends’ meetinghouse in Salem, we note that he is not struck speechless. He
reconstructed the incident, instead, as one in which it had been him who had had the last word: “‘No,’ I

30. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s article would also create other false factual details, such as that Sojourner Truth was out of Africa, that
she was dead, that her initial white help had come from the Quakers, etc.
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answered, ‘and because God is not dead slavery can only end in blood.’” Douglass would then go on, in his
memoirs, to prove himself right by pointing out that 1.) in fact slavery had then ended in blood, in the US Civil
War of 1862-1865, and that 2.) Truth herself eventually had learned to agree with is “sanguinary doctrine,” and
had become, as he had been earlier, “an advocate of the sword.” He had taken his “quaint old sister” to have
been speaking in opposition to this at the time because this woman “was of the Garrison school of nonresistants, and was shocked at my sanguinary doctrine.”31

Debating Holding One’s God in One’s Fist
Douglass would not controvert (of course) that an incident something like what had been reported had indeed
occurred, but would also (of course) refrain from confessing this incidental detail — that in fact her deliberate
harassment of him while he was orating had occurred in a low-rent Quaker venue in Ohio rather than, as
fabricated by Stowe or Phillips, in downtown Boston’s toney Faneuil Hall.

NON-RESISTANCE
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Aug. 22. Sunday. The ways by which men express themselves are infinite, — the literary
through their writings, and often they do not mind with what air they walk the streets, being
sufficiently reported otherwise. But some express themselves chiefly by their gait and carriage, with
swelling breasts or elephantine roll and elevated brows, making themselves moving and adequate
signs of themselves, having no other outlet. If their greatness had signalized itself sufficiently in
some other way, though it were only in picking locks, they could afford to dispense with the swagger.
P.M. — To Marlborough road and White Pond.
Dodder by railroad bridge. I am attracted by the deep purple (?) of some polygalas standing amid
dark-green grass. Some of the leaves of the choke-cherry are the brightest scarlet that I have seen,
or, at least, the clearest. Eupatorium purpureum fully out everywhere. Potamogetons still in flower
(small ones) in brooks. Heart-leaves in Walden and water-target leaves in the overflowed meadow.
The elder bushes are weighed down with fruit partially turned, and are still in bloom at the
extremities of their twigs. The low downy Guaphalium leaves are already prepared for winter and
spring again on dry hills and sprout-lands. I am struck by the handsome and abundant clusters of yet
green shrub oak acorns. Some are whitish. How much food for some creatures! The sprouts,

31. Although it was not Friedrich Nietzsche but Waldo Emerson who 1st spoke of the death of God (he did so, as a counterfactual
hypothetical, in his Divinity School Address address in 1838), his point then had been that to consider that the age of direct
inspiration was over was to consider impiously that God had died. This was the same thought as expressed here by Truth when she
inquired of the belligerent Douglass in effect whether he supposed that human individuals would need to take the issues of cosmic
injustice into their own self-righteous and deluded hands. –All this was quite different from the twist which Nietzsche would give
to the thought in the 1881-1885 period, for he would in that later marketplace of ideas begin to raise not the question of whether
anyone was supposing impiously that God was dead but, rather, what was going to follow from the fact that God had, indeed,
become totally unavailable to us — and, what was going to follow from the fact that this had happened at our own responsibility.
These meditations on the question “Is God dead?” in these antebellum years would not include any reflection on the possibility of
God having absented himself, or having died, such ideas being unthinkable absurdities within all then-pertinent frames of reference.
The Nietzsche stuff about how God died of shame, and the consequent “God is dead” school of theology, would come within an
unrecognizably altered frame of consciousness. So, we need to block it entirely out of our minds for our purposes here.
According to Wendell Phillips, Frederick Douglass had been so influenced by John Brown that he had advocated that the slaves of
the South had

no possible hope except in their own right arms.
Douglass was thus standing to commit the Biblical error “trying to hold Eloah in one’s fist.” But Phillips had situated Sojourner
Truth in the front row listening to this. As Phillips had Douglass finish, he had Truth calling out

FREDERICK! IS GOD DEAD?
Was Phillips’s Truth seconding a puerile Hawthorne sentiment, that when it be God’s will, then will human slavery “vanish like a
dream” without anybody needing to lift their little finger? Nope, Sojourner knew that slavery was not a dream that would vanish
like a dream!
The interesting fact about these two apparently identical attitudes, that of Hawthorne and that of Truth, is that they are as
diametrically opposed as are black and white. Although the two might be made to appear similar in outline in poor light, on the basis
of their shared vocabulary of God-talk, in fact were we to ask the powerful beneficiaries of injustice to trust in God to correct wrongs
being done by them, this would be the opposite of our asking the powerless victims of injustice to trust in God to correct wrongs
being done to them. The difference, which makes these two situations opposite, is that a powerful beneficiary of injustice has no
basis for relying on his or her own judgment, since such a judgment is and must be inherently merely self-serving.
Note that Hawthorne’s position was compatible with the vengeance of the strong against the weak, merely enabling this vengeance
to continue, whereas Sojourner Truth’s position was incompatible with the vengeance of the weak against the strong, preventing it
from beginning. In the case of the powerful, what trusting in God to correct wrongs leads to is violence and more violence and the
perpetuation of violence, whereas in the case of the powerless, this leads only to: decency and more decency.
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apparently of the Populus grandidentata, run up very fast the first year where the wood has been cut,
and make great leaves nearly a foot long and nine or ten inches wide, — unlike those of the parent
tree, downy. Just smelled an apple which carried me forward to those days when they will be heaped
in the orchards and about the cider mills. The fragrance of some fruits is not to be forgotten, along
with that of flowers. Is not the high blackberry our finest berry? I gather very sweet ones which
weigh down the vines in sprout-lands. The arum berries are mostly devoured, apparently by birds.
The two-leaved Solomon’s-seal berries begin to be red. Rumex Hydrolapathum (?) by Jenny’s
Brook. Hieracium Canadense, apparently — Bigelow’s Kalmiana, which Gray says is not
Linnæus’s. Marlborough road. The oval maple-leaved viburnum berries have got to be yellowish.
The panicled cornel berries now white. The bushy gerardia is abundant on the While Pond road,
beyond pond. What is that thistle in Brown’s and Tarbell’s meadows with no stem, only radical
leaves, very prickly and not pinnatifid? Desmodium acuminatum still in bloom, near the poplars on
White Pond road. The Smilacina racemosa has a compound raceme of red-speckled berries now.
Polygonatum pubescens berries are now green with a bluish bloom, and the leaves eaten up. Was not
that which E. Hoar brought from the White Mountains polygonatum canaliculatum with auxiliary
large red berries, though Gray says of this genus, its berries are black or blue?32 Perhaps fruits are
colored like the trillium berry and the scarlet thorn to attract birds to them. Is that rather large lilacpurple aster by Jenny’s Brook A. puniceus?33

August 23, Monday-25, Wednesday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi encountered
various fishing vessels at sea, almost all of them, guess what, manned by innocent American fishermen
questing for innocent American fish.

Aug. 23. 3 P.M. — To Assabet.
The river is eight and one twelfth feet below top of truss.34 Add eight and a half inches for its greatest
height this year, and you have eight feet nine and a half inches for the difference. It is apparently as
low now as the first week in July.35 That is, those are the limits of our river's expansibility; so much
it may swell. Of course, the water now in it is but a small fraction of that which it contains in the
highest freshets, for this additional eight and nine twelfths feet is much more than its present average
depth, half as much again perhaps, beside averaging eight or ten times its present width.
The ferns in low shady woods are faded. Hydrocotyle Americana, marsh pennywort, by the Lee
place path. It probably opened in June or July. Saw a new form of arrowhead leaf with linear lobes,
but the flowers apparently the same, a crystalline white. The bank at the bathing-place has now a
new kind of beauty. It is spotted with bright-scarlet cardinal-flowers and bright-purple vernonias.
The profuse clusters of grapes, partially concealed under their leaves, are turning; have got a purple
tinge. Dense clusters of elder-berries, some black, sonic turning, are hanging drooping by their
weight over the water. The glassy or bead (amethystine?) blue berries of the red osier [Silky] cornel,
mixed with whitish, are as abundant as any berries here; and the dull slaty-blue and smaller berries
of the Viburnum dentatum fill the remaining crevices. These things I see as I swim beneath it.

32. Probably the large convallaria.
33. Longifolius?
34. Horizontal part (probably).
35. This I calculate to be two inches below my summer level for 1859.
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August 31, Tuesday, 1852: Back in New-York, William Speiden, Jr. noted that on the entire trip north he had
glimpsed only a single English fishing vessel, and it had “contained but one Man” and was in a condition that
he characterized as dilapidated. Did he conclude that our weighty warship gesture had been pointless? No, that
would have been insufficiently self-righteous — he concluded instead that “This now fully convinces me what
a small interest the English take in the Fisheries on the North Eastern coast of America.”
The US passed a Postal Act of 1852 that would require private express companies to use envelopes created by
the Post Office. Prior to the mid-1800s postage was usually based not only on the distance traveled but also on
the number of sheets of paper; few letters had been sent in envelopes because an envelope would have counted
as another sheet. After 1845 the use of envelopes had increased somewhat because postage had come to be
based on distance and weight rather than distance and number of sheets. Also, private express companies were
cutting into the Post Office monopoly and its revenue. This act allowed that letters could be “sent, conveyed
and delivered otherwise than by post or mail,” but only so long as the postage was paid by the use of nonreusable stamped envelopes “duly sealed, or otherwise firmly and securely closed, so that such letter cannot
be taken therefrom without tearing or destroying such envelope.” Private mail companies such as Wells Fargo
& Co. would oblige, and would purchase envelopes on watermarked paper with their own frank printed on
them, to re-sell these to their customers. The 1st envelopes produced for this purpose would not be issued,
however, until July 1st, 1853. The stamp embossed upon such envelopes would be based on the British
Victoria envelope, with a bust in an oval and the denomination below it.
“Upriver,” “To Fairhaven,” and “To Clamshell” were other common
opening phrases. This signified a southward trip up the lakelike
Sudbury River, which zigzagged between rocky cliffs and lush
meadows. Its current could be detected only at narrows and
shallows. Parallel lines of sweet-scented lily pads, aquatic
flowers rooted in shoreline mud, and buttonbush swamps flanked
the river for much of its length. With a breeze from the north
or east, he would usually sail. Otherwise he would row.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11

August 31. Tuesday. 9 A.M. — Up river in boat to the bend above the Pantry.
It is pleasant to embark on a voyage, if only for a short river excursion, the boat to be your home for
the day, especially if it is neat and dry. A sort of moving studio it becomes, you can carry so many
things with you. It is almost as if you put oars out at your windows and moved your house along. A
sailor, I see, easily becomes attached to his vessel. How continually we [are] thankful to the boat if
it does not leak! We move now with a certain pomp and circumstance, with planetary dignity. The
pleasure of sailing is akin to that which a planet feels. It seems a more complete adventure than a
walk. We make believe embark our all, — our house and furniture. We are further from the earth
than the rider; we receive no jar from it. We can carry many things with us.
This high water will retard the blossoming of the Bidens Beckii, perhaps. The pads are covered for
the most part; only those which have very long stems are on the surface, the white lilies oftenest.
Here and there is seen a blue spike of a pontederia still, but I do not see a single white lily. I should
think this would put an end to them. It is a bright and breezy day. I hear the note of goldfinches. The
shore is whitened in some places with dense fields of the Polygonum hydropiperoides, now in its
prime, but the smaller rose-colored polygonatum, also in blossom, is covered. The mikania still
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covers the banks, and imparts its fragrance to the whole shore, but it is past its prime, as also is the
trumpet-weed. The purple gerardias are very fresh and handsome nest the water, behind Hubbard’s
or Dennis’s. I see crows feeding in the meadow, large and black.
I rigged my mast by putting a post across the boat, and putting the mast through it and into a piece
of a post at the bottom, and lashing and bracing it, and so sailed most of the way. The water,
methinks, has a little of the fall sparkle on it after the rain. It has run over the meadows considerably
and drowned the flowers. I feel as if it was a month later than it was a week ago.
A few days ago some saw a circular rainbow about the sun at midday. Singular phenomenon. Is not
this the season when conventions are held? Or do they not appoint conventions, temperance or
political, at such times as the farmers are most at leisure? There is a silvery light on the washed
willows this morning, and the shadows under the wood-sides appear deeper, perchance by contrast,
in the brilliant air. Is not the air a little more bracing than it was? Looking up the sparkling river,
whose waves are flashing in the sun, it appears to be giving off its pure silver from the amalgam. The
sky is more beautiful, a clearer blue, methinks, than for some time past, with light and downy clouds
sailing all round a quarter of the way up it. The fields of bulrushes are now conspicuous, being left
alone above the water. The balls of the button-bush have lost their bloom. From the shore I hear only
the creak of crickets. The winds of autumn begin to blow. Now I can sail. The cardinal-flowers,
almost drowned in a foot or two of water, are still very brilliant. The wind is Septemberish. That rush,
reed, or sedge with the handsome head rises above the water. I pass boats now far from the shore and
full of water. I see and hear the kingfisher with his disproportionate black [sic] head or crest. The
pigeon woodpecker darts across the valley; a catbird mews in the alders; a great bittern flies
sluggishly away from his pine tree perch on Tupelo Cliff, digging his way through the air. These and
crows at long intervals are all the birds seen or heard.
How much he knows of the wind, its strength and direction, whose steed it is, — the sailor. With a
good gale he advances rapidly; when it dies away he is at a standstill. The very sounds made by
moving the furniture of my boat are agreeable, echoing so distinctly and sweetly over the water; they
give the sense of being abroad. I find myself at home in new scenery. I carry more of myself with
me; I am more entirely abroad, as when a man takes his children into the fields with him. I carry so
many me’s with [me]. This large basket of melons, umbrella, flowers, hammer, etc., etc., all go with
me to the end of the voyage without being the least incumbrance, and preserve their relative
distances. Our capacity to carry our furniture with us is so much increased. There is little danger of
overloading the steed. We can go completely equipped to fields a dozen miles off. The tent and the
chest can be taken as easily as not. We embark; we go aboard a boat; we sit or we stand. If we sail,
there is no exertion necessary. If we move in the opposite direction, we nevertheless progress. And
if we row, we sit to an agreeable exercise, akin to flying. A student, of course, if it were perfectly
convenient, would always move with his escritoire and his library about him. If you have a cabin and
can descend into that, the charm is double.
Landed near the bee tree. A bumblebee on a cow-wheat blossom sounded like the engine’s whistle
far over the woods; then like an æolian harp. Then walked through the damp, cellar-like, fungus
woods, with bare, damp, dead leaves and no bushes for their floor, where the corallorhiza grows,
now out of bloom. The fall dandelion yellows the meadows. What is that bird like a large peetweet
that flew away with a kind of whistle from a grass spit in the Sudbury meadows? A larger sandpiper?
Probably a yellow-legs. [x]
Lunched on Rice’s Hill. I see some yellow pumpkins from afar in the field next his house. This sight
belongs to the season. It has all clouded up again, so that I scarcely sec the sun during the day. I find,
on bathing, that the water has been made very cold by the rain-storm, so that I soon come out. It must
affect the fishes very much.
All the fields and meadows are shorn. I would like to go into perfectly new and wild country where
the meadows are rich in decaying and rustling vegetation, present a wilder luxuriance. I wish to lose
myself amid reeds and sedges and wild grasses that have not been touched. If haying were omitted
for a season or two, a voyage up this river in the fall, methinks, would make a much wilder
impression. I sail and paddle to find a place where the bank has a more neglected look. I wish to bury

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
myself amid reeds. I pine for the luxuriant vegetation of the river-banks.
I ramble over the wooded hill on the right beyond the Pantry. The bushy gerardia is now very
conspicuous with its great yellow trumpets, on hillsides on sprout-lands. Sometimes you come upon
a large field of them. The buds or closed tubes are as handsome, at least, as the flowers. The various
kinds of lespedezas are now in bloom. The panicled desmodium is going to seed and adheres to the
clothes, with only a few flowers left. The strong contrast of the bright-pink (hard) and blue (soft and
ripe) berries of the Viburnum nudum. Here are some irregularly globular or apple-shaped and larger
than the common, which are more elliptical. The rustling of aspen leaves (grandidentata) this cloudy
day startled me as if it were rain-drops on the leaves. Here are great pyrus berries in dense clusters
falling over in wreaths and actually blackening the ground. I have rarely seen any kind of berries so
thick. As big as small cherries. The great Bidens chrysaldhemoides, now in blossom, like a
sunflower, two inches in diameter, is for the most part far under water, blossoms and all. I see its
drowned flowers far beneath the surface. Gunners out with their pants tucked into their boots.
Pigeons fly over, and ducks. Poke berries ripe for some time. The various beauties of this plant now
appear. Its stem is ripe, too, as if full of purple wine. It is so florid that the whole plant blossoms. In
the fall, after so much sun, all leaves turn to petals and blossoms. The evening of the year is colored
like the sunset. Utricularia inflata, or whorled bladderwort, numerous in Fair Haven Pond. I found
it the same clay of the month last year. I plucked a white lily pad above Lees Bridge, nine inches in
diameter.
Landed at Lee’s Cliff, in Fair Haven Pond, and sat on the Cliff. Late in the afternoon. The wind is
gone down; the water is smooth; a serene evening is approaching; the clouds are dispersing; the sun
has shone once or twice, but is now in a cloud. The pond, so smooth and full of reflections after a
dark and breezy day, is unexpectedly beautiful. There is a little boat on it, schooner-rigged, with
three sails, a perfect little vessel and perfectly reflected now in the water. It is sufficient life for the
pond. Being in the reflection of the opposite woods, the water on which it rests (for there is hardly a
puff of air, and the boatman is only airing his sails after the storm) is absolutely invisible; only the
junction of the reflections shows where it must be, and it makes an agreeable impression of
buoyancy and lightness as of a feather. The broad, dense, and now lower and flatter border of buttonbushes, having water on both sides, is very rich and moss-like, seen from this height, with an
irregular outline, being flooded while verdurous. The sky is reflected on both sides, and no finer
edging can be imagined. A sail is, perhaps, the largest white object that can be admitted into the
landscape. It contrasts well with the water, and is the most agreeable of regular forms. If they were
shaped like houses, they would be disagreeable. The very mists which rise from the water are also
white.
It is worth the while to have had a cloudy, even a stormy, day for an excursion, if only that you are
out at the clearing up. The beauty of the landscape is the greater, not only by reason of the contrast
with its recent lowering aspect, but because of the greater freshness and purity of the air and of
vegetation, and of the repressed and so recruited spirits of the beholder. Sunshine is nothing to be
observed or described, but when it is seen in patches on the hillsides, or suddenly bursts forth with
splendor at the end of a storm. I derive pleasure now from the shadows of the clouds diversifying the
sunshine on the hills, where lately all was shadow. The spirits of the cows at pasture on this very
hillside appear excited. They are restless from a kind of joy, and are not content with feeding. The
weedy shore is suddenly blotted out by this rise of waters.
I saw a small hawk [x] fly along under the hillside and alight on the ground, its breast and belly pure
downy white. It was a very handsome bird. Though they are not fitted to walk much on the ground,
but to soar, yet its feet, which are but claws to seize its prey and hold to its perch, are handsome
appendages, and it is a very interesting sight on the ground. Yet there is a certain unfitness in so fair
a breast, so pure white, made to breast nothing less pure than the sky or clouds, corning so nearly in
contact with the earth. Never bespattered with the mud of earth. That was the impression made on
me, — of a very pure breast, accustomed to float on the sky, in contact with the earth. It stood quite
still, watching me, as if it was not easy for it to walk.
I forgot to say that I saw nighthawks [x] sailing about in the middle of the day. The barberries are
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red in some places. Methinks I am in better spirits and physical health now that melons are ripe, i.e.
for three weeks past. I hear the sound of a flail. The clouds do not entirely disperse, but, since it is
decidedly fair and serene, I am contented.
I float slowly down from Fair Haven till I have passed the bridge. The sun, half an hour high, has
come out again just before setting, with a brilliant, warm light, and there is the slightest undulation
discernible on the water, from the boat or other cause, as it were its imitation in glass. The reflections
are perfect. A bright, fresh green on fields and trees now after the rain, spring like with the sense of
summer past. The reflections are tire more perfect for the blackness of the water. I see the down of
a thistle, probably, in the air, descending to the water two or three rods off, which I mistake for a man
in his shirt sleeves descending a distant hill, by an ocular delusion. How fair the smooth green swells
of those low grassy hills on which the sunlight falls! Indian hills.
This is the most glorious part of this day, the serenest, warmest, brightest part, and the most
suggestive. Evening is fairer than morning. It is chaste eve, for it has sustained the trials of the day,
but to the morning such praise was inapplicable. It is incense-breathing. Morning is full of promise
and vigor. Evening is pensive. The serenity is far more remarkable to those who are on the water.
That part of the sky just above the horizon seen reflected, apparently, some rods off from the boat is
as light a blue as the actual, but it goes on deepening as your eye draws nearer to the boat, until, when
you look directly down at the reflection of the zenith, it is lost in the blackness of the water. It passes
through all degrees of dark blue, and the threatening aspect of a cloud is very much enhanced in the
reflection. As I wish to be on the water at sunset, I let the boat float. I enjoy now the warmth of
summer with some of the water prospect of spring. Looking westward, the surface of the water on
the meadows in the sun has a slight dusty appearance, with clear black lines, as if some water nymph
had written “slut” with her finger there.
A flock of half a dozen or more blue-winged teal, scared up down-stream behind me, as I was roving,
have circled round to reconnoitre and cross up-stream before me, quite close. I bad seen another
flock of ducks high in the air in the course of the day. Have ducks then begun to return?
I observe, on the willows on the east shore, the shadow of my boat and self and oars, upside down,
and, I believe, it is joined to the same right side up, but the branches are so thin there that that shadow
is not perfect. There goes a great bittern plodding home over the meadows at evening, to his perch
on some tree by the shore. The rain has washed the leaves clean where he perches. There stands
another in the meadow just like a stake, or the point of a stump or root. Its security was consulted
both in its form and color. The latter is a sober brown, pale on the breast, as the less exposed side of
a root might be; and its attitude is accidental, too, bent forward and perfectly motionless. Therefore
there is no change in appearance but such as can be referred to the motion of the sailor.

Eupatorium sessilifolium, not yet fully open, — a week or ten days ago must have been the earliest,
— Lee’s Cliff. Solidago cœsia, blue-stemmed, not long. Waxwork berries orange now, not open.
What mean the different forms of apocynum leaves? Have we more than one species? The fruit of
the triosteum is orange-colored now at Tupelo Cliff. Polygonum tenue, slender (I should say upright)
knot-grass, there, too (July?). Polygonum dumetorum, climbing false-buckwheat. Apparently Bidens
cernua (?), but is it nodding, and are not its leaves ever trifid? Its achenia are not obovate. Were the
pods of my corallorhiza long enough to be the multiflora? Vide that small lespedeza-like plant at
Tupelo Cliff.
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September 3, Friday, 1852: Captain McCluney informed a court-martialed seaman and attempted deserter,
Otis Austin, accused of having struck an officer, of his sentence: He was disrated to “Landsman” and, that not
being punishment enough, he would be transferred to the North Carolina (no, not the state, the vessel), and he
would be held aboard there in solitary confinement for a year, during the 1st month of which he would receive
only bread and water.
Weimars Volkslied by Franz Liszt to words of Cornelius was performed for the initial time, in Weimar
for the dedication of the Goethe and Schiller Memorial.
The 14th anniversary of Frederick Douglass’s freedom, which we may well elect to celebrate in lieu of an
unknown slave birthday.
“It has been a source of great annoyance to me, never to have a birthday.”

Sept. 3. 1 A.M., moon waning, to Conantum.
A warm night. A thin coat sufficient. I hear an apple fall, as I go along the road. Meet a man going
to market thus early. There are no mists to diversify the night. Its features are very simple. I hear no
whippoorwill [Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus] or other bird. See no fireflies. Saw a
whip-poor-will (?) flutter across the road. Hear the dumping sound of frogs on the river meadow, and
occasionally a kind of croak as from a bittern [Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis?] there. It is very
dewy, and I bring home much mud on my shoes. This is a peculiarity of night, — its dews, water
resuming its reign. Return before dawn. Morning and evening are more attractive than midnight.
I will endeavor to separate the tide in my thoughts, or what is due to the influence of the moon, from
the current distractions and fluctuations. The winds which the sun has aroused go down at evening,
and the lunar influence may then perchance be detected.
Of late I have not heard the wood thrush [Wood Thrush Catharus mustelina].

October 1852: After a year and a half of detention as a person with experience of the outside world, and after
considerable interrogation, John Manjiro was given permission to travel to the village of Nakanohama in
southern Japan (a village now known as Tosashimizu) in order to spend 4 days with his mother — whom he
had not seen since, 12 years earlier, he had been 14 years old.
October 17, Sunday, 1852: William Speiden, Jr. recorded that Episcopal clergyman the Reverend George
Jones (1800-1870) officiated at his 1st religious service held on board the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi (in addition to his religious duties, this Reverend would serve as the expedition astronomer and
geologist during this vessel’s colonialist adventure to Japan).

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR OCTOBER 17TH]
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October 26, Tuesday, 1852: After laying in stores and coal in New-York, the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi anchored off Annapolis, Maryland as the fortress at the US Naval Academy awarded her a fulsome
13-gun salute: Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang!
Somebody for sure must have been counting because they got the number exactly right.
Henry Thoreau was making repeated use of a source he obtained from the Society of Natural History Library
in Boston, and then on October 3d had purchased a copy of, FAUNA AMERICANA; BEING A DESCRIPTION OF
THE MAMMIFEROUS ANIMALS INHABITING NORTH AMERICA, by Richard Harlan, M.D. (published in 1825 in
Philadelphia by the firm of A. Finley). Notes from this source would be placed in the Fact Book and in the
Indian Notebook #6.

FAUNA AMERICANA
Oct. 26. P.M. — Walden and Cliffs.
There are no skaters on the pond now. It is cool today and windier. The water is rippled considerably.
As I stand in the boat, the farther off the water, the bluer it is. Looking straight down, it is a dark
green. Hence, apparently, the celestial blueness of those distant river-reaches, when the water is
agitated, so that their surfaces reflect. the sky at the right angle. It is a darker blue than that of the
sky itself. When I look down on the pond from the Peak, it is far less blue.
The blue-stemmed and white goldenrod apparently survive till winter, — push up and blossom anew.
And a few oak leaves in sheltered nooks do not wither. Aster undulatus. Very few crickets for a long
time. At this season we seek warm sunny lees and hillsides, as that under the pitch pines by Walden
shore, where we cuddle and warm ourselves in the sun as by a fire, where we may get some of its
reflected as well as direct heat.
Coming by Hayden’s, I see that, the sun setting, its rays, which yet find some vapor to lodge on in
the clear cold air, impart a purple tinge to the mountains in the northwest. Methinks it is only in cold
weather I see this.
Richard Harlan M.D. in his “Fauna Americana” (1825) says of man that those parts are “most hairy,
which in animals are most bare, viz. the axilæ and pubes.”
Harlan says the vesperetilio catch insects during the crepusculum.
Harlan says that when white is associated with another color on a dog’s tail it is always terminal —
& that the observations of Desmarest confirm it.

ABOUT THIS SOURCE

DOG
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1853: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was sent by President Millard Fillmore to establish trade with the
Japanese islands, which had since the 17th Century been entirely isolated from the outside world. On the
islands of Ryukyu and Bonin, the Commodore was making three preliminary visits before being able to go
directly to the main islands of the archipelago. While waiting for a reply from Japan he would make a naval
demonstration by landing marines twice, and would secure a coaling concession from the ruler of Naha on
Okinawa; he would also demonstrate in the Bonin Islands with the purpose of securing facilities for commerce
there. Finally Commodore Perry’s four ships were allowed by the Japanese authorities to drop anchor in Edo
Bay.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
From a remote island, Commodore Perry’s expedition retrieved a castaway Japanese sailor named Sentaro,
whom they proceeded to christen “Sam Patch,” presumably because as a castaway he was in rags. This is what
he looked like after he had a chance to get cleaned up (and this happens to be the very 1st photograph ever
made of a Japanese person):

April 9, Saturday (4 mo., 9th, 7th day), 1853: The Central Bank of Brooklyn, New-York was organized.
The New York State legislature passed “An Act to authorize the formation of Companies for Ferry Purposes.”
The Red Cedar Monthly Meeting in Iowa, choosing the name “Fairview” but later to be known as
“Springdale,” was established in the 2d house erected in Cedar County for religious purposes with Brinton
Darlington as clerk:
The Friends of Lynn and Jones counties request the privilege of
holding a meeting for worship ... and a preparative meeting....
To be known by the name of Fairview.
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The composite nature of this new center of Quakerism in Iowa and the rapidity with which it grew are well
shown by the records of the Monthly Meeting for the initial 8 months of its existence. At the inception there
had been no fewer than 34 adult male members of the meeting but, by the close of the year, the Monthly
Meeting would have received 66 certificates representing 322 men, women, and children. The newbies had
arrived from Maine, Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Canada. This immigration surge
would continue for 4 or 5 years.
There are now about 20 families, and some others have purchased
land, and are expecting to move here this spring.... Friends
here are situated in two settlements, about 9 miles apart. We
get no established meetings, but hold one for worship in each
settlement regularly twice a week. The upper or northern
settlement is near the northern line of the county. The meeting
there is held at the house of Tristram Allen, an approved
minister from the State of Michigan. Our meeting in this
settlement is held at the house of Ansel Rogers, also an approved
minister from Michigan.
Gleason’s Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion depicted a Japanese wedding (next page).
The S.S. Lewis ran aground at Bolinas after overrunning San Francisco Bay (its 385 passengers were safe).
In Placer, California the Herald reported that at Spanish Flat $312 had been paid to 4 men for a week’s work.
Mr. Earthman of Millertown had brought to the office of the gazette $135 in quartz gold which he had taken
from 2 pounds 10 ounce rock by the simple process of pounding in a mortar and then washing it out in a pan.
He had three barrels of such rock at his cabin and felt assured of $3,000 a bushel by extracting the gold with
mortar and pestle in a more perfect way. The miner struck it rich at Owl Creek, one and a half mile from a side
of Yankee Jim’s, 4 men for 4 days made nothing, then 8 days took out $80 to $130 daily. At Oregon Hill,
similar to Michigan City, overlooking the American River, the dirt top and bottom would prospect or yield
about 10 cents to a pan and on the bed rock 12 to 15 cents. After digging its depth a few feet, a hard cement
of quartz gravel, sand and clay was struck. The cement pays well, but hard to work from the indication. The
digging will pay immense wages, not on the hills, but is a district county for 2 miles in length from a suburb
of Auburn to the American River, which will prove rich mining ground. At Michigan City, Mr. Findley & Co.
who has worked the farthest into the Dead Wood Flat, so called, received about 24 ounces on Saturday their
last days work; the claim has generally ranged from 8 to 24 ounces. A couple of miners made a deposit with
Wells, Fargo & Co., they have been here only nine days and have taken out $1,200. Others are doing extremely
well, the range being from $5 to $25 per hand a day. at El Dorado Hill, two miles above this and much beyond
that at about the same altitude rich discoveries have been made. Mr. Doummond, an enterprising and
successful prospector of this neighborhood, washed out of his individual interest 50 ounces for two and a half
days of work.

April 9. P.M. — To Second Division.
The chipping sparrow, with its ashy-white breast and white streak over eye and undivided chestnut
crown, holds up its head and pours forth its che che che che che che. On a pitch [pine] on side of J.
Hosmer’s river hill, a pine warbler, by ventriloquism sounding farther off than it was, which was
seven or eight feet, hopping and flitting from twig to twig, apparently picking the small flies at and
about the base of the needles at the extremities of the twigs. Saw two afterward on the walls by
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roadside.
A warm and hazy but breezy day. The sound of the laborers’ striking the iron rails of the railroad
with their sledges, is as in the sultry days of summer, — resounds, as it were, from the hazy shy as
a roof, — a more confined and, in that sense, domestic sound echoing along between the earth and
the low heavens. The same strokes would produce a very different sound in the winter. Men fishing
for trout. Small light-brown lizards, about five inches long, with somewhat darker tails, and some a
light line along back, are very active, wiggling off, in J. P. Brown’s ditch, with pollywogs.
Beyond the desert, hear the hooting owl, which, as formerly, I at first mistook for the hounding of a
dog, — a squealing eee followed by hoo hoo hoo deliberately, and particularly sonorous and ringing.
This at 2 P.M. Now mated. Pay their addresses by day, says Brooks. Winkle lichens, some with
greenish bases, on a small white oak, near base. Also large white earlike one higher up. A middlingsized orange-copper butterfly on the mill road, at the clearing, with deeply scalloped leaves [sic].
You see the buff-edged and this, etc., in warm, sunny southern exposures on the edge of woods or
sides of rocky hills and cliffs, above dry leaves and twigs, where the wood has been lately cut and
there are many dry leaves and twigs about. An ant-hill covered with a firm sward except at top. The
cowslips are well out, — the first conspicuous herbaceous flower, for the cabbage is concealed in its
spathe.
The Populus tremuliformis, just beyond, resound with the hum of honey-bees, flies, etc. These male
trees are frequently at a great distance from the females. Do not the bees and flies alone carry the
pollen to the latter? I did not know at first whence the humming of bees proceeded. At this
comparatively still season, before the crickets begin, the hum of bees is a very noticeable sound, and
the least hum or buzz that fills the void is detected. Here appear to be more bees than on the willows.
On the last, where I can see them better, are not only bees with pellets of pollen, but more flies, small
bees, and a lady-bug. What do flies get here on male flowers, if not nectar? Bees also in the female
willows, of course without pellets. It must be nectar alone there. That willow by H.’s Bridge is very
brittle at base of stem, but hard to break above. The more I study willows, the more I am confused.
The epigæa will not be out for some days.
Elm blossoms now in prime. Their tops heavier against the sky, a rich brown; their outlines further
seen. Most alders done. Some small upright ones still fresh.
Evening. — Hear the snipe a short time at early starlight.
I hear this evening for the first time, from the partially flooded meadow across the river, I standing
on this side, at early starlight, a general faint, prolonged stuttering or stertorous croak, — probably
same with that heard April 7th, — that kind of growling, like wild beasts or a coffee-mill, which you
can produce in your throat. It seems too dry and wooden, not sonorous or pleasing enough, for the
toad. 1 hear occasionally the bullfrog’s note, croakingly and hoarsely but faintly imitated, in the
midst of it, — Which makes me think it may be they, though I have not seen any frogs so large yet,
but that one by the railroad which I suspect may have been a fontinalis. What sound do the tortoises
make beside hissing? There were the mutilated Rana palustris seen in the winter, the hylodes, the
small or middling-sized croakers in pools (a shorter, less stuttering note than this to-night), and next
the note of the 7th, and tonight the last, the first I have heard from the river. I occasionally sec a little
frog jump into a brook.
The whole meadow resounds, probably from one end of the river to the other, tills evening, with this
faint, stertorous breathing. It is the waking up of the meadows. Louder than all is heard the shrill
peep of the hylodes and the haverin1; note of the snipe, circling invisible above them all.
Vide again in Howitt, pp. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 49, 54, 95.

THE BOOK OF THE SEASONS
Is it the red-eye or white-eye whose pensile nest is so common?
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April 23, Saturday, 1853: The Monumental City arrived in Sydney from San Francisco, by way of
Tahiti, after a voyage of 65 days. With 90 passengers, this was the initial steamship to cross the Pacific Ocean
(unfortunately, the ship would run aground near Mallacoota, Australia on May 15th with the loss of 37 lives).
The Japanese emperor was introduced to a Western audience:

July 8, Friday, 1853: Mary Keyes was born to Martha Prescott Keyes and John Shepard Keyes.
Early in July we had another daughter Mary, born on the 8.th and
Martha got up nicely from her confinement, and was soon able to
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enjoy the shorter drives with me—

J.S. KEYES AUTOBIOGRAPHY
On the Oregon Trail, some camping utensils, a powder horn, and fragments of clothing were discovered. In a
pocket of the pantaloons there was found a gold watch and key. To all appearances someone had been killed
there but no papers providing a clue to a name were to be discovered.
Grand Duke Carl Friedrich of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach died at Belvedere Castle and was succeeded by his son
Carl Alexander.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s flagship USS Mississippi and its squadron of 3 accompanying ships
came to anchor in deep water off Oragawa (Uraga), Tokyo’s Edo Bay, Japan. Japanese boats approached,
signing for the ships to depart, and, unsuccessful in this, returned to shore. William Speiden, Jr. wrote that
“they must certainly have all come to the opinion that we were a queer sort of people.” That night the watch
officer, Lieutenant John K. Duer, observed a puzzling sky object:
During the watch from midnight to 4 A.M. a very remarkable meteor
was seen. It made its appearance in the south and west and
illuminated the whole atmosphere. The spars, sails and hulls of
the ships in company as well as our own reflected its glare as
distinctly as though a blue light were burning from each at the
same time. From the south and west about 15 degrees above the
horizon it pursued a north-easterly course in a direct line for
a long distance, when it fell gradually toward the sea and
disappeared. Its shape was that of a large blue sphere with a
red wedge-shaped tail, which it could be easily observed was
formed of ignited particles, and resembled the sparks of a
rocket as they appear upon its explosion.
The black vessels would lie in Tokyo Bay, menacing and silent, for a period of time, and then suddenly the
Commodore would open negotiations by giving representatives of the Emperor 3 days to deliver a letter to
their supreme leader — or else.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Commodore Matthew Perry’s mission included establishing trade links and ensuring the humane treatment of
shipwrecked whalers. Underlying purpose included the acquisition of the coaling stations that United States
opium dealers such as the Perkins and the Delanos needed to speed communications between San Francisco
and Shanghai. After the treaty would be signed during March 1854, the festivities would include a sumo
tournament. According to an article published in the Harper’s New Monthly Magazine issue of May 1856,
“The heralds... summoned the antagonists, and one having taken his place in the ring, he assumed an attitude
of defense, with one leg in advance as if to steady himself, and his body, with his head lowered, placed in a
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position as if to receive an attack. Immediately after, in rushed the other, bellowing loudly like a bull, and
making at once for the man in the ring, dashed, with his head lowered and thrust forward, against his opponent,
who bore the shock with the steadiness of a rock, although the blood streamed down his face from his bruised
forehead, which had been struck in the encounter. This manoeuvre was repeated again and again, one acting
always as the opposing and the other as the resisting force, and thus they kept up this brutal contest until their
foreheads were besmeared with blood, and the flesh of their breasts rose in great swollen tumors from the
repeated blows.” Koyanagi, “the reputed bully of the capital,” would be among the sumotori in attendance.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
This morning while Nelson and one of the others were herding
cattle they discovered some fragments of clothes and camping
utensils, and upon examination found a gold watch and key in an
old pantaloons pocket. From the appearance of things they
supposed some one had been murdered, but could find no papers
to give any clue to his name. His clothing, camping apparatus,
powder-horn etc. were lying scattered about. Laid by all day today on account of our cattle’s feet. Started at sunset to travel
all night.
July 8: Large œnothera. Toads are still heard occasionally at evening. To-day I heard a
hylodes peep (perhaps a young one), which have so long been silent.

July 12, Tuesday, 1853: Frances Richard Gourgas died.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was refusing to meet with anyone of less than imperial Japanese rank.
Therefore US commanders Franklin Buchanan and Chief of Staff Henry Allen Adams, Captain of the Fleet
met with Kayama Yezaimen in the presence of interpreters, and were informed that Commodore Perry and his
delegation of American officials would be received on a small island by officials appointed by the Emperor of
Japan to negotiate, in order to allow him to hand over in a suitably dignified manner the letter he was handcarrying from the President of the United States of America. A party was sent out to survey the island where
the Japanese delegation was agreeing to receive the Commodore, and the surveyors proceeded to designate the
small bay of that island as “Reception Bay.”
In San Francisco, the Daily Alta California reported on “Local Matters” such as the sale of pews in the First
Congregational Church:

LOCAL MATTERS.
SALE OF PEWS. — At the sale of pews last evening in the First
Congregational Church, the whole amount of premiums paid for
choice of seats reached the sum of $3,800. The first choice was
taken by D.H. Haskell, Esq, at $400. About fifty pews were sold
at an advance on the appraised value. Notice was given that the
Trustees would be in attendance at the Church every evening
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during the week, and that those wishing to rent pews would then
be able to select their seats.
A VULTURE CAUGHT. — Officer Nugent succeeded in arresting in
Sacramento, and bringing to this city last night, a man known
here as Tom Lyons, who is one of the flock of vultures that hover
in the region of Pacific wharf to pounce upon the unwary
stranger. Lyons has been identified by the miner who was robbed
of $402 on Saturday morning last, as the one who first accosted
him upon the wharf and afterwards robbed him of his little
“pile.”
HORSE THIEF. — Capt. M’Donald arrested yesterday a person by the
name of Daniel McMillen, who is charged with stealing cattle in
Tuolumne county, to the value at one time of $1700, and at
another about $800.
POLICE COURT. — Before Recorder Baker.— July 11.
After the gallant “Major” had seated his flock, not forgetting
to give the ladies the best places, the business of the Court
commenced by calling upon—
James Cross, to answer to the charge of getting beastly drunk.
James was found spread across the crossing, and rumor had
whispered in the officers’ ears that he was dead, but after they
had felt of his pulse and such like et ceteras, they concluded
a little switching would start him, which in fact it did. James
looked very penitent, and pledged his honor that he was never
drunk before; in fact he stated boldly that he had never drank
any intoxicating liquor, before that day! Jeems looking very
dismal, was allowed to cross the Major’s path this time scott
free.
John Chinaman was charged with helping himself to a nice pair
of pants, and showed his good taste by taking them from the door
of Keys & Co. The proof was positive as to his guilt, but the
case was continued until to-day, to give John a chance to explain
through an interpreter why he takes this dangerous course to
show his preference for American costume.
Mr. Golden and Mrs. Golden were charged with being very
disorderly, especially Mr. G. An English lady, “fat, fair and
forty,” declared that Golden was going to shoot her twice, was
going to throw a tumbler at her ‘ead, in fact vary the
performances in this weak, piping time of peace, by various
other little eccentricities. Mr. Golden took great pride in
stating that he “never was ‘intoxicated’ in his life; that he
drank as much liquor as any other man, but he was used to it,
and had been since he was ten years of age (?).” It was one of
those free and easy cases all round so the Golden couple were
allowed to depart upon payment of costs.
Mary Holt was the e [sic] as a vagrant. “Molly” has managed to
live about ten months out of the last twelve in the station home;
she was released but a few days since, but Mary can not keep
from paying her devoirs to the “rosy god.”
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“Tis true, ’tis pity, and pity ’tis, ’tis true.”
for Mary has been a fine, buxom looking lass; she was sent back
to her mouton, the city prison, to be detained there six months.
Eden was another of the fair (?) sex, and sat cheek by jowl with
Mary Holt; in fact she was a kindred spirit, and as spiritually
inclined; but to hide her blushes, or so as not to disgrace the
name of the gentle, lilly white sex, she had assumed the
complexion of a negro, or had been born dark, for she was as
black as the bottle she loved so well; her wooly head was encased
in the ubiquitous plaid, cotton kerchief. She had been a slave;
would get drunk all the time; her former mistress could not drive
her away. She would call and did call a gentleman all the vile
names that speech could frame; said gent’s going to take a big
club and kill her the next time (?) she appeared to be a regular
“Topsy,” and “Oh! I’s so bad,” seemed to be standing waiting to
pop out from behind her ivory gates. The Recorder asked her if
she had anything to say “Yeth indeedy, ise got a heap to say;
’taint neffen like it” “That will do, sit down. I shall send you
below for 30 days.” “No, no sir.” “Sit down!”
Jean Dedevure was bound over to keep the peace in the sum of
$1000. towards a Mr. Cunningham or his workmen, and especially
one that he had threatened to shoot for putting shanties on
property, to the ownership of which as a matter of course there
are several claimants.
Rose Church, charged with an assault with a deadly weapon, not
appearing, her bail was declared forfeited.
July 12: White vervain. Checkerberry, maybe some days. Spikenard, not quite yet. The
green-flowered lanceolate-leafed orchis at Azalea Brook will soon flower. Either Gymnadenta
tridentata or Platanthera flava. Circæa alpina (?) there, but nearly eighteen inches high. Lycopus
Virginicus, not open in shade; probably in a day or two. Wood horse-tail very large and handsome
there.

July 14, Thursday, 1853: The American delegation was received by the Japanese delegation at the location,
on a small island, that their surveying party had just designated was to be known henceforward as “Reception
Bay.” “When we landed” William Speiden, Jr. recorded, “the Japanese to the number of six thousand were
drawn up in lines along the borders of the Bay,” colorful banners and pennants flying. Speiden found the array
a most beautiful appearance, albeit disturbingly warlike. The rowboat conveying Commodore Matthew
Calbraith Perry of the United States Navy shoved off from the USS Susquehanna and landed on this small
island as his various American military bands played “Hail Columbia.” The Commodore’s men fell into file
and marched with him to a House of Reception specially prepared by the Lord of Toda, Japan for this
ceremonial letter-hand-carry. Speiden was among these marchers. Perry informed the interpreters that because
it would take time to receive a response from the Emperor, he intended to go away, and return the following
spring with his flotilla of American warships. Meanwhile the American intention was merely to engage in a
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survey of the bay for purposes of (peaceful, hey, pay no attention to all the guns) navigation. This was an offer
which it was supposing the locals couldn’t conceivably refuse, but nevertheless it was categorically rejected
and Major Jacob Zeilin of the US Marines would need to climb back on board the USS Mississippi, and this
American panjandrum would need to sail away into the sunrise emptyhanded.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
President Franklin Pierce opened The Exhibition of the Industry of All Nations at New-York’s Crystal Palace
on what would become Reservoir Square in what would become Bryant Park (adjacent to this, at the Latting
Observatory, Elisha Graves Otis would be demonstrating his steam-powered passenger elevator).
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
The toll for ferrying across is six dollars per wagon. We
concluded to ferry ourselves again, drove down the river and
commenced operations, took one load over and had to stop on
account of high winds. The 2nd load, when we reached the opposite
shore the box being nearly full of water and the current very
swift, on jumping out the boat capsized, but fortunately we had
on the wheels and axles of the wagon which sunk to the bottom,
the water about 7 ft. We soon hauled them out by means of a chain
with a large hook on it and lost nothing but the bolt of the
coupling. Got all over by dark without any further accident.
Waldo Emerson and Henry Thoreau discussed plant specimens.
BOTANIZING

July 14: Heavy fog.
I see a rose, now in its prime, by the river, in the water amid the willows and button-bushes, while
others, lower on shore, are nearly out of bloom. Is it not the R. Carolina? Saw something blue, or
glaucous, in Beck Stow’s Swamp to-day; approached and discovered the Andromeda Polifolia,
in the midst of the swamp at the north end, not long since out of bloom. This is another instance of
a common experience. When I am shown from abroad, or hear of, or in any [way] become interested
in, some plant or other thing, I am pretty sure to find it soon. Within a week R.W.E. showed me a
slip of this in a botany, as a great rarity which George Bradford brought from Watertown. I had long
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been interested in it by Linnæus’s account.

I now find it in abundance. It is a neat and tender-looking plant, with the pearly new shoots now half
a dozen inches long and the singular narrow revolute leaves. I suspect the flower does not add much
to it.
There is an abundance of the buck-bean there also. Holly berries are beginning to be ripe.
The Polygonum Hydropiper, by to-morrow. Spergula arvensis gone to seed and in flower. A very tall
ragged orchis by the Heywood Brook, two feet high, almost like a white fringed one. Lower ones
I have seen some time.
The clematis there (near the water-plantain) will open in a day or two. Mallows gone to seed and in
bloom. Erigeron Canadensis, butter-weed.

July 16, Saturday, 1853: By this point the pestilence known as “black vomit” had in New Orleans taken more
than 300 lives. The populace was fleeing the city.
Kayama Yezaimen had visited the USS Susquehanna. He had viewed the functions of a steam warship and
inspected its engine and armaments. He had brought with him gifts of lacquerware and had been handed in
return a choice selection of garden seeds and choice cases of wine. Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had
transfered his command pennant from the USS Susquehanna to the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi.
On this day that vessel made its way up Yedo (Edo, now Tokyo) Bay. Pleasantries having been concluded, it
was due time for the foreigners to just get the hell away and leave the Japanese the hell alone.
The Niagara, taking the Hawthornes away from America, docked in Liverpool.
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The Placer, California Herald reported that at Lacy Bar, 4 gold miners had taken out as high as $1,300 in one
day, while in the neighborhood of Eastman Hill and Blue Canyon, which is the North Branch of the North Fork
of American River 10 miles above Cold Springs, where 100 miners were at work, gold was being found in
coarse pieces weighing from $1.00 up to $60. At Badger Bar, a short distance below the junction of the North
and Middle Forks, there was bustle and activity because the Badger Co. had nearly completed construction of
their flume. On the North Fork a mile and a half above Oregon Bar, 28 Chinamen were turning the river and
10 Americans who had a claim just above them had “joined flumes with the Celestials” and expected to be
digging in the river bed in a fortnight. Earlier that spring, 3 miles above Rice’s Ferry higher up the North Fork,
17 Chinamen who had bought a river claim for $1,000 had completed their flumes and would soon be washing
out gold. A couple of miles above that point a party of Americans had completed their flume and were in the
process of erecting a dam.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Over hills and hollows, mountains and creeks, traveled 15 miles
to-day and camped on Crow Creek.
July 16: Rhus copallina behind Bent’s, budded, not quite open. Solidago stricta (?) at Cato’s
cellar, a day or two. The pasture thistle, more than a week. Is it the Potamogeton heterophyllus in
Walden, now in flower and for some time? Door-grass.

WALDEN: East of my bean-field, across the road, lived
Cato Ingraham, slave of Duncan Ingraham, Esquire, gentleman of
Concord village; who built his slave a house, and gave him
permission to live in Walden Woods;-Cato, not Uticensis, but
Concordiensis. Some say that he was a Guinea Negro. There are a
few who remember this little patch among the walnuts, which he let
grow up till he should be old and need them; but a younger and
whiter speculator got them at last. He too, however, occupies an
equally narrow house at present. Cato’s half-obliterated cellar
hole still remains, though known to few, being concealed from
the traveller by a fringe of pines. It is now filled with the
smooth sumach, (Rhus glabra,) and one of the earliest species of
golden-rod (Solidago stricta) grows there luxuriantly.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

CATO INGRAHAM
GOOSE POND
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July 17, Sunday, 1853: Crowds of Japanese citizens gathered to witness the US squadron of warships leave
anchorage and depart in stately fashion down the center of Tokyo Bay. (Have you noticed that this is not a
perfect world? –in this procession the USS Susquehanna was ignominiously towing the USS Saratoga and the
USS Mississippi was ignominiously towing the USS Plymouth but, other than that, everything was decidedly
impressive.)
Bishop Alemany laid the cornerstone of St. Mary’s Church at the corner of California Street and Dupont Street
in San Francisco.
The term of John C. Hays as Sheriff of San Francisco, California was completed.
Dedication of the 1st Unitarian Church at 805 Stockton Street near Sacramento Street in San Francisco.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Anxious to get better grass we drove to Thomas’s Fork about 12
miles keeping the left hand road around the mountain to the
river. Here we camped for the day.
July 17: The common amaranth. Young toads not half an inch long at Walden shore. The
smooth sumach resounds with the hum of bees, wasps, etc., at Water-target Pond. I see two great
devil’s-needles, three inches long, with red abdomens and bodies as big as hummingbirds [], sailing
round this pond, round and round, and ever and anon darting aside suddenly; probably to seize some
prey. Here and there the water-targets look red, perhaps their under sides. A duck at Goose Pond.
Rank weeds begin to block up low wood-paths, — goldenrods, asters, etc. The pearly everlasting.
Lobelia infata. The Solidago nemoralis (?) in a day or two,—gray goldenrod. I think we have no
Hieracium Gronovii, though one not veined always and sometimes with two or more leaves on stem.
No grass balls to be seen.
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July 25, Monday, 1853: Anton Bruckner applied for a position in the civil service.
Fire consumed the barks Manco, Bacchus, Herbert, and Juno that had been moored at the wharf at the foot of
Market Street in San Francisco, with a loss estimated at $50,000.
Allegedly, the bandit “Joaquin Murieta” (Joaquin Murrieta or Murieta or Murietta Carrillo) was shot dead.
The white men who had gunned down this person, whoever he had been, when they followed smoke to a
campfire in the San Joaquin Valley, asserted that his last words had been “No tire mass. Yo soy muerto.”
The Riggers’ and Stevedores’ Union of San Francisco was organized, after longshoremen struck for higher
pay and better working conditions.
In the Far East, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi returned to anchor at Lew Chew.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Our stock are very weak yet. Concluded to lie still till noon.
Started at one o’clock and drove through a canyon to the head
of a hollow 7 miles. This is the summit of the dividing ridge
between the waters of Columbia and Bear River. One mile from the
summit is a very large spring, one mile more is a similar one,
2 miles farther is a fine branch on which we camped. Good grass
and excellent water.
Henry Thoreau reported with amusement that, belatedly, he had learned how to tie his shoes, and marveled
that such a thing had not been part of his formal education:

July 25: Dodder, probably the 21st. Blue-curls. Burdock, probably yesterday.
P.M. — To Le Grosse’s.
Cerasus Virginiana, — choke-cherry, — just ripe. White and red huckleberries said to be in Le
Grosse’s or Wetherbee’s pasture. Could not find them. Cynoglossum Morisoni, beggar’s-lice,
roadside between Sam Barrett’s mill and the next house east, in flower and fruiting probably ten
days. Probably the same with plant found beyond the stone bridge, gone to seed, last year.
I have for years had a great deal of trouble with my shoe-strings, because they get untied continually.
They are leather, rolled and tied in a hard knot. But some days I could hardly go twenty rods before
I was obliged to stop and stoop to tie my shoes. My companion and I speculated on the distance to
which one tying would carry you, — the length of a shoe-tie, — and we thought it nearly as
appreciable and certainly a more simple and natural measure of distance than a stadium, or league,
or mile. Ever and anon we raised our feet on whatever fence or wall or rock or stump we chanced to
be passing, and drew the strings once more, pulling as hard as we could. It was very vexatious, when
passing through low scrubby bushes, to become conscious that the strings were already getting loose
again before we had fairly started. What should we have done if pursued by a tribe of Indians?
My companion sometimes went without strings altogether, but that loose way of proceeding was not
[to] be thought of by me. One shoemaker sold us shoestrings made of the hide of a South American
jackass, which he recommended; or rather he gave them to us and added their price to that of the
shoes we bought of him. But I could not see that these were any better than the old. I wondered if
anybody had exhibited a better article at the World’s Fair, and whether England did not bear the palm
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from America in this respect. I thought of strings with recurved prickles and various other remedies
myself. At last the other day it occurred to me that I would try an experiment, and, instead of tying
two simple knots one over the other the same way, putting the end which fell to the right over each
time, that I would reverse the process, and put it under the other. Greatly to my satisfaction, the
experiment was perfectly successful, and from that time my shoe-strings have given me no trouble,
except sometimes in untying them at night.
On telling this to others I learned that I had been all the while tying what is called a granny’s knot,
for I had never been taught to tie any other, as sailors’ children are; but now I had blundered into a
square knot, I think they called it, or two running slip-nooses. Should not all children be taught this
accomplishment, and an hour, perchance, of their childhood be devoted to instruction in tying knots?
Those New-Hampshire-like pastures near Asa Melvin’s are covered or dotted with bunches of
indigo, still in bloom, more numerously than anywhere that I remember.

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

1851

John James Audubon

shooting at sitting ducks on his estate,
at age 66 despite stroke and senility

“You go down that side of Long Pond and I’ll
go down this side and we’ll get the ducks!”

1852

Daniel Webster

his attendant was tardy
in administering some brandy

“I still live!”

1853

Joaquin Murieta

he was being chased and shot at

“No tire mass. Yo soy muerto.”

1857

Auguste Comte

he had been making himself the pope
of a religion of science, “Positivism”

“What an irreparable loss!”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

1859

John Brown

request

“I am ready at any time
— do not keep me waiting.”

1862

Henry David Thoreau

he was editing manuscript

“moose ... Indian”

1864

General John Sedgwick

Battle of Spotsylvania

“They couldn't hit an elephant at this distance.”

1865

Abraham Lincoln

on stage, an actor ad-libbed a reference
to the presence of the President

The President laughed

... other famous last words ...

July 27, Wednesday, 1853: A treaty between the federal government of the United States of America and
headmen of the Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache tribes. This treaty was entered into, as per usual, in good faith.

READ THE FULL TEXT
A treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between the United States of America and Argentina.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Some 10 days after the ignominious completion of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s 1st visit, Tokugawa
Ieyoshi (1793-1853) died and was succeeded as 13th shogun of the Tokugawa Shoganate of Japan by his son
Tokugawa Iesada (1824-1858). (Shogun Iesada being in poor health, the 1854 negotiations with this foreigner
would be conducted primarily by his emissary Abe Masahiro.)
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
This morning we took out on the sage plains again, 6 miles
brought us along side of the river again, 5 miles more and we
come to a branch 10 ft. wide, very bad to cross, 3 miles farther
we strike the river bottom. Here we camped again. Drove 17 miles.
Something that is of considerable significance to us may or may not have occurred on this day, of which there
is no trace in Henry Thoreau’s journal:
July 27th. 8 A.M. — Rain, still quite soakingly. June & July perhaps only are the months of drought.
The draught ceases with the dog-days.
P.M. — To White Pond in rain.
The autumnal dandelion now appears more abundantly within a week, Solidago Lancelolata also a few days
prob. though only partially open.
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There are no torn-out pages in this area of Thoreau’s journal, or blank spaces, to indicate that anything has
been erased or removed. The above material is exactly everything that Thoreau had that he needed to offer a
record of on July 27th, 1853. However, we happen now to know, which is to say we know if the story as told
by Alexander H. Japp is to be trusted – a door allegedly happened to swing open unexpectedly while Henry
was bathing and bandaging feet — on this day, Henry and his sister Sophia were caring in their home for a
runaway slave.
Here is the incident as it would be presented by Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson without any accidentally
swinging-open door:
When I went [to the Thoreau home] next morning, I found
them all in a state of excitement by reason of the
arrival of a fugitive negro from the South, who had
come fainting to their door about daybreak and thrown
himself upon their mercy. Thoreau took me in to see the
poor wretch, whom I found to be a man with whose face,
as that of a slave from the South, I was familiar. The
negro was much terrified at seeing me, supposing I was
one of his pursuers. Having quieted his fears by the
assurance that I, too, but in a different sense [Conway
is evidently referring to the fact that he had forgone
his inheritance because of his family’s owning
slaves], was a refugee from the bondage he was
escaping, and at the same time being able to attest the
negro’s genuineness, I sat and watched the singularly
tender and lowly devotion of the scholar to the slave.
He must be fed, his swollen feet bathed, and he must
think of nothing but rest: again and again this coolest
and calmest of men drew near to the trembling negro,
and soothed him and bade him feel at home, and have no
fear that any power should again wrong him. Thoreau
could not walk with me that day, as had been agreed,
but must mount guard over the fugitive, for slavehunters were not extinct in those days, and so I went
away, after a while.
Here is the same incident as it would be related in 1904 by the Reverend Moncure Daniel Conway in his late-
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life autobiography, again minus any accidentally swinging-open door:
He invited me to come next day for a walk, but in the
morning, I found the Thoreaus agitated by the arrival
of a coloured fugitive from Virginia, who had come to
their door at daybreak. Thoreau took me to a room where
his excellent sister, Sophia, was ministering to the
fugitive, who recognized me as one he had seen. He was
alarmed, but his fears passed into delight when after
talking with him about our county I certified his
genuineness. I observed the tender and lowly devotion
of Thoreau to the African. He now and then drew near
to the trembling man, and with a cheerful voice bade
him feel at home, and have no fear that any power
should again wrong him. That whole day he mounted guard
over the fugitive, for it was a slave-hunting time. But
the guard had no weapon, and probably there was no such
thing in the house.
The next day the fugitive was got off to Canada, and
I enjoyed my first walk with Thoreau.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

VOLUME II
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There are no torn-out pages in this area of Thoreau’s journal, or blank spaces, to indicate that anything has
been erased or removed. This is exactly everything that Thoreau had, that he wanted to make a record of on
July 27, 1853. However, we happen now to know, which is to say we know if the story as told by Alexander
H. Japp is to be trusted –a door allegedly happened to swing open unexpectedly while Henry was bathing and
bandaging feet– on this day, Henry and his sister Sophia were caring in their home for a runaway slave.
Here is the incident as it would be presented by Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson without any accidentally
swinging-open door:
When I went [to the Thoreau home] next morning, I found
them all in a state of excitement by reason of the
arrival of a fugitive negro from the South, who had
come fainting to their door about daybreak and thrown
himself upon their mercy. Thoreau took me in to see the
poor wretch, whom I found to be a man with whose face,
as that of a slave from the South, I was familiar. The
negro was much terrified at seeing me, supposing I was
one of his pursuers. Having quieted his fears by the
assurance that I, too, but in a different sense [Conway
is evidently referring to the fact that he had forgone
his inheritance because of his family’s owning
slaves], was a refugee from the bondage he was
escaping, and at the same time being able to attest the
negro’s genuineness, I sat and watched the singularly
tender and lowly devotion of the scholar to the slave.
He must be fed, his swollen feet bathed, and he must
think of nothing but rest: again and again this coolest
and calmest of men drew near to the trembling negro,
and soothed him and bade him feel at home, and have no
fear that any power should again wrong him. Thoreau
could not walk with me that day, as had been agreed,
but must mount guard over the fugitive, for slavehunters were not extinct in those days, and so I went
away, after a while.
Here is the same incident as it would be related in 1904 by the Reverend Moncure Daniel Conway in his late-
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life autobiography, again minus any accidentally swinging-open door:
He invited me to come next day for a walk, but in the
morning, I found the Thoreaus agitated by the arrival
of a coloured fugitive from Virginia, who had come to
their door at daybreak. Thoreau took me to a room where
his excellent sister, Sophia, was ministering to the
fugitive, who recognized me as one he had seen. He was
alarmed, but his fears passed into delight when after
talking with him about our county I certified his
genuineness. I observed the tender and lowly devotion
of Thoreau to the African. He now and then drew near
to the trembling man, and with a cheerful voice bade
him feel at home, and have no fear that any power
should again wrong him. That whole day he mounted guard
over the fugitive, for it was a slave-hunting time. But
the guard had no weapon, and probably there was no such
thing in the house.
The next day the fugitive was got off to Canada, and
I enjoyed my first walk with Thoreau.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

VOLUME II

August 5, Friday, 1853: Tsar Nikolai accepted the “Vienna Note” of July 28th but Sultan Abdul-Mejid did
not.
Back at safe anchor off Hong Kong and Macao, the far-eastern fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry
prepared to wait out the winter season. Never mind, next year we’re going to impress the shit right out of those
Japanese!
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Drive 3 miles this morning down a long, steep hill, came to the
river again, no grass here. We watered and drove around through
a valley about 3 miles and came to a small dry branch, followed
up it and found two good springs. One mile farther we came to a
small branch, rather bad to cross. This is close to the river.
Three miles farther is Salmon Creek. One mile up this we found
some grass. Camped here. Drove 10 miles today.
Karl Marx appeared in the pages of the New-York Daily Tribune, writing on India from London as of July
19th:
The progress of the India bill through the Committee has little
interest. It is significant, that all amendments are thrown out
now by the Coalition coalescing with the Tories against their
own allies of the Manchester School.
The actual state of India may be illustrated by a few facts. The
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Home Establishment absorbs 3 per cent. of the net revenue, and
the annual interest for Home Debt and Dividends 14 per centtogether 17 per cent. If we deduct these annual remittances from
India to England, the military charges amount to about twothirds of the whole expenditure available for India, or to 66
per cent., while the charges for Public Works do not amount to
more than 2 3/4 per cent. of the general revenue, or for Bengal
1 per cent., Agra 7 3/4, Punjab 1/8, Madras 1/2, and Bombay 1
per cent. of their respective revenues. These figures are the
official ones of the Company itself.
On the other hand nearly three-fifths of the whole net revenue
are derived from the land, about one-seventh from opium, and
upward of one-ninth from salt. These resources together yield
85 per cent. of the whole receipts.
As to minor items of receipts and charges, it may suffice to
state that the Moturpha revenue maintained in the Presidency of
Madras, and levied on shops, looms, sheep, cattle, sundry
professions, &c., yields somewhat about £50,000, while the
yearly dinners of the East India House cost about the same sum.
The great bulk of the revenue is derived from the land. As the
various kinds of Indian land-tenure have recently been described
in so many places, and in popular style, too, I propose to limit
my observations on the subject to a few general remarks on the
Zemindari and Ryotwar systems.
The Zemindari and the Ryotwar were both of them agrarian
revolutions, effected by British ukases, and opposed to each
other, the one aristocratic, the other democratic; the one a
caricature of English landlordism, the other of French peasantproprietorship; but pernicious, both combining the most
contradictory character — both made not for the people, who
cultivate the soil, nor for the holder, who owns it, but for the
Government that taxes it.
By the Zemindari system, the people of the Presidency of Bengal
were depossessed at once of their hereditary claims to the soil,
in favor of the native tax gatherers called Zemindars. By the
Ryotwar system introduced into the Presidencies of Madras and
Bombay, the native nobility, with their territorial claims,
meras sees, jagheers, &c., were reduced with the common people
to the holding of minute fields, cultivated by themselves in
favor of the Collector of the East India Company. But a curious
sort of English landlord was the Zemindar, receiving only onetenth of the rent, while he had to make over nine-tenths of it
to the Government. A curious sort of French peasant was the Ryot,
without any permanent title in the soil, and with the taxation
changing every year in proportion to his harvest. The original
class of Zemindars, notwithstanding their unmitigated and
uncontrolled rapacity against the depossessed mass of the exhereditary landholders, soon melted away under the pressure of
the Company, in order to be replaced by mercantile speculators
who now hold all the land of Bengal, with exception of the
estates returned under the direct management of the Government.
These speculators have introduced a variety of the Zemindari
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tenure called patnee. Not content to be placed with regard to
the British Government in the situation of middlemen, they have
created in their turn a class of “hereditary” middlemen called
patnetas, who created again their sub-patnetas, &c., so that a
perfect scale of hierarchy of middlemen has sprung up, which
presses with its entire weight on the unfortunate cultivator.
As to the Ryots in Madras and Bombay, the system soon degenerated
into one of forced cultivation, and the land lost all its value.
“The land,” says Mr. Campbell, “would be sold for balances by
the Collector, as in Bengal, but generally is not, for a very
good reason, viz.: that nobody will buy it.”
Thus, in Bengal, we have a combination of English landlordism,
of the Irish middlemen system, of the Austrian system,
transforming the landlord into the tax-gatherer, and of the
Asiatic system making the State the real landlord. In Madras and
Bombay we have a French peasant proprietor who is at the same
time a serf, and a métayer of the State. The drawbacks of all
these various systems accumulate upon him without his enjoying
any of their redeeming features. The Ryot is subject, like the
French peasant, to the extortion of the private usurer; but he
has no hereditary, no permanent title in his land, like the
French peasant. Like the serf he is forced to cultivation, but
he is not secured against want like the serf. Like the métayer
he has to divide his produce with the State, but the State is
not obliged, with regard to him, to advance the funds and the
stock, as it is obliged to do with regard to the métayer. In
Bengal, as in Madras and Bombay, under the Zemindari as under
the Ryotwar, the Ryots-and they form 11-12ths of the whole
Indian population — have been wretchedly pauperized; and if they
are, morally speaking, not sunk as low as the Irish cottiers,
they owe it to their climate, the men of the South being
possessed of less wants, and of more imagination than the men
of the North.
Conjointly with the land-tax we have to consider the salt-tax.
Notoriously the Company retain the monopoly of that article
which they sell at three times its mercantile value — and this
in a country where it is furnished by the sea, by the lakes, by
the mountains and the earth itself. The practical working of
this monopoly was described by the Earl of Albemarle in the
following words:
“A great proportion of the salt for inland consumption
throughout the country is purchased from the Company by
large wholesale merchants at less than 4 rupees per
maund; these mix a fixed proportion of sand, chiefly got
a few miles to the south-east of Dacca, and send the
mixture to a second, or, counting the Government as the
first, to a third monopolist at about 5 or 6 rupees.
This dealer adds more earth or ashes, and thus passing
through more bands, from the large towns to villages,
the price is still raised from 8 to 10 rupees and the
proportion of adulteration from 25 to 40 per cent. [...]
It appears then that the people [...] pay from £21, 17s.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
2d. to £27, 6s. 2d. for their salt, or in other words,
from 30 to 36 times as much as the wealthy people of
Great Britain.”
As an instance of English bourgeois morals, I may allege, that
Mr. Campbell defends the Opium monopoly because it prevents the
Chinese from consuming too much of the drug, and that he defends
the Brandy monopoly (licenses for spirit-selling in India)
because it has wonderfully increased the consumption of Brandy
in India.
The Zemindar tenure, the Ryotwar, and the salt tax, combined
with the Indian climate, were the hotbeds of the cholera —
India’s ravages upon the Western World — a striking and severe
example of the solidarity of human woes and wrongs.
Karl Marx
August 5: Perfect dog-days. To-day is sultry, i.e. hot and cloudy, the air full of mist and here
and there misty clouds; and you find yourself perspiring much before you are aware of it. Farmers
complain that they cannot make hay this weather. I cannot dry my red huckleberries. The sun does
not shine unobstructedly.
A man mowing in the Great Meadows killed a great water adder (?) the other day, said to be four
feet long and as big as a man's wrist. It ran at him. They find them sometimes when they go to open
their hay. I tried to see it this morning, but some boys had chopped it up and buried it. They said that
they found a great many young ones in it. That probably accounts for its being so large round. The
clintonia berries keep a long tune without wrinkling in a tumbler of water. The mower on the river
meadows, when [he] comes to open his hay these days, encounters some overgrown water adder full
of young (?) and bold in defense of its progeny, and tells a talc when he comes home at night which
causes a shudder to run through the village, — how it came at him, and he ran, and it pursued and
overtook him, and he transfixed it with a pitchfork and laid it on a cock of hay, but it revived and
came at him again. This is the story he tells in the shops at evening. The big snake is a sort of fabulous
animal. It is always as big as a man’s arm and of indefinite length Nobody knows exactly how deadly
its bite, but nobody is known to have been bitten and recovered. Irishmen introduced into these
meadows for the first time, on seeing a snake, a creature which they have seen only in pictures
before, lay down their scythes and run as if it were the evil one himself, and cannot be induced to
return to their work. They sigh for Ireland, where they say there is no venomous thing that can hurt
you.
Inula out (how long?), roadside just beyond Garfield’s. Spikenard berries near Corner Spring just
begin to turn. Collinsonia, not yet. Cohush berries not quite ripe. Pennyroyal in prime on Conantum.
Aster corymbosus pretty plainly (a day or two) in the Miles Swamp or arboretum, — Aster dumosus,
as I have called it also elsewhere.
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August 8, Monday, 1853: Karl Marx wrote in the New-York Daily Tribune that “England has to fulfill a
double mission in India: one destructive, the other regenerating the annihilation of old Asiatic society, and the
laying the material foundations of Western society in Asia.”
A Russian fleet appeared at Nagasaki, Japan.
“The first water-melon.”

August 8 to H.G.O. Blake: The other evening I was determined that I would silence this shallow
din; that I would walk in various directions and see if there was not to be found any depth of silence around. As
Bonaparte sent out his horsemen in the Red Sea on all sides to find shallow water, so I sent forth my mounted
thoughts to find deep water. I left the village and paddled up the river to Fair Haven Pond. As the sun went down,
I saw a solitary boatman disporting on the smooth lake. The falling dews seemed to strain and purify the air,
and I was soothed with an infinite stillness. I got the world, as it were, by the nape of the neck, and held it under
in the tide of its own events, till it was drowned, and then I let it go down stream like a dead dog. Vast hollow
chambers of silence stretched away on every side and my being expanded in proportion, and filled them. Then
first could I appreciate sound, and find it musical.

Is Thoreau the dead dog in the stream or “Indra in the sky looking down on it”?
August 8: 5 A.M. — Up railroad.
The nabalus, which may have been out one week elsewhere. Also rough hawkweed, and that large
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aster-like flower Diplopappus umbellatus, a day or two. Smooth speedwell again. Erechthites.
Columbine again. The first watermelon. Aster patens and Aster lævis, both a day or two.

November 5, Friday, 1852: Under the direction of President Millard Fillmore, the US State Department
conveyed instructions to the US Navy Department for Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s expedition to
Japan.
In San Francisco, a couple of days of heavy waves caused 60 feet of Law’s Wharf at Clark’s Point to be carried
away.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER 5TH-8TH]

November 8, Monday, 1852: President Millard Fillmore visited the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi
with Secretary of the Navy John P. Kennedy (1745-1870), governor of Maryland Enoch L. Low (1820-1892)
of Frederick, Maryland, and other dignitaries. The vessel offered the President a 21-gun salute: Bang! Bang!
Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang!
Bang! Bang! Bang! (Low would support the Confederacy during the American Civil War; Fillmore would
serve as president until March 1853; his successor would be Franklin Pierce (1804-1869) who would serve
from 1853 to 1857; a more patriotic bunch of fellows could never be conceptualized).

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER 5TH-8TH]

November 13, Saturday, 1852: Secretary of the Navy John P. Kennedy (1745-1870) instructed Commodore
Matthew Calbraith Perry that as soon as the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was ready for sea, he
should aim it in the direction of Macau, or Hong Kong, there to rendezvous with other vessels that would be
sent there to be under his command in a Far Eastern flotilla. Acting Secretary of State Edward Everett (17941865) drafted a letter from President Millard Fillmore to the Emperor of Japan, to be hand-carried by the
Commodore.
Although the sappers of the Chinese Christian Army detonated a 2d petard beneath the wall of Changsha,
hand-to-hand combat by the foot-soldiers of the true God again failed to capture the resulting breech and
therefore capture the city.

Nov. 13. Saturday. To Andromeda Ponds. Andromeda is a dull reddish brown, like oak
leaves. Saw a flock of little passenger birds by Walden, busily pecking at the white birch catkins;
about the size of a chickadee; distinct white bar on wings, most with dark pencilled breast, some with
whitish; forked tail; bright chestnut or crimson (?) frontlet; yellowish shoulders or sack. When
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startled, they went off with a jingling sound somewhat like emptying a bag of coin. Is it the yellow
redpoll? [linaria or Fringilla (or F.) linaria (Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea) (or Lesser
Redpoll or Red-crown)]

November 20, Saturday, 1852: A forceful advocate for steam-powered ships, and for naval policies to secure
our commercial interests and our military advantage, Matthew Calbraith Perry was named commander-inchief of the US Naval Forces, East India, China and Japan Seas (which is to say, of our nation’s East India
Squadron). He was tasked under the authority of President Millard Fillmore with commanding an overseas
expedition to negotiate a trade treaty between the United States and Japan.
Father Isaac Hecker, C.SS.R. wrote to Orestes Augustus Brownson, Esq.
Waldo Emerson gave a literary dinner for Arthur Hugh Clough in Boston.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER 19TH-20TH]

November 23, Wednesday, 1853: Tokugawa Iesada became Shogun in Japan.
The Marysville, California Herald learned through an agent of Wells, Fargo & Company that a piece of fine
gold weighing 41 and a half ounces and valued at $713 had been recovered from Dixon Creek 2 and a half
miles above Onion Valley. The Downieville Echo reported that it had been shown on Monday last, a pan nearly
full of gold (over $800) which had been pounded in a common mortar out of a lump of quartz weighing 10
pounds 5 ounces. That lump had been recovered from the Middle Yuba River some 3 miles below Minnesota
in the claims of the Humboldt Company on Humboldt Flat. There were 7 men in that company and they had
been averaging, for several weeks, 2 ounces per day to the man — exclusive of this particularly magnificent
lump. In walking over Durgan Flat the other day, the reporter had been informed of several companies who
were making $8 to $32 per day to the man. A company in which his friend Smith “was gaged” took out in two
days last week 28 ounces, and all other companies near this area were said to be averaging an ounce per day
to the hand. The gold diggings at Badger Hill, situated about half a mile above town on the South Fork, is
probably the richest hill digging that has ever been struck in this vicinity.
During this day and the following one, William Cooper Nell and Jeremiah Burke Sanderson had been invited
to act as members of the State Council.
Bronson Alcott offered his 5th Cincinnati, Ohio “conversation” at the Apollo Rooms at the corner of 5th Street
and Walnut Street: “The Mart” — the crowd turned out to be “large and appreciating.”

Nov. 23. 6 A.M. — To Swamp Bridge Brook mouth.
The cocks are the only birds I hear, but they are a host. They crow as freshly and bravely as ever,
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while poets go down the stream, degenerate into science and prose. I have not seen a flock of small
birds, either tree sparrows or F. hyemalis or white-in-tails [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes
gramineus], etc., for about a fortnight. ']'here is now no sound of early birds on the leafless trees
and bushes –willows and alders– along this watercourse. The few that are left probably roost in the
evergreen woods. Yet I hear; or seem to hear, the faintest possible lisp or creak from some sparrow,
as if from a crack in the mist-clad earth, or some ox-yoke or distant wain. I suspect that the song
sparrow lingers as late, here and there alone, as any migrating bird.
By 8 o'clock the misty clouds disperse, and it turns out a pleasant, calm, and springlike morning. The
water, going down, but still spread far over the meadows, is seen from the window perfectly smooth
and full of reflections. What lifts and lightens and makes heaven of the earth is the fact that you see
the reflections of the humblest weeds against the sky, but you cannot put your head low enough to
see the substance so. The reflection enchants us, just as an echo does.
If I would preserve my relation to nature, I must make my life more moral, more pure and innocent.
The problem is as precise and simple as a mathematical one. I must not live loosely, but more and
more continently.
What an engineer this water is! It comes with its unerring level, and reveals ail the inequalities of the
meadow. The farmer may see now what route to take to get the driest and firmest ground for his haycarts, how to cut his ditches, and where to drop more sand. It is an obvious piece of geometry in
nature. Every peculiar curve in the limbs of the trees is doubly conspicuous seen both above and
beneath, yet the rhyme makes even what was odd, regular what was irregular. For a week or more

there has been no freezing day or night. The springs and swamps are getting filled .
The Indian summer itself, said to be more remarkable in this country than elsewhere, no less than
the reblossoming of certain flowers, the peep of the hylodes, and sometimes the faint warble of some
birds, is the reminiscence, or rather the return, of spring, — the year renewing its youth.
At 5 P.M. I saw, flying southwest high overhead, a flock of geese, and heard the faint honking of one
or two. They were in the usual harrow form, twelve in the shorter line and twenty-four in the longer,
the latter abutting on the former at the fourth bird from the front. I judged hastily that the interval
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between the geese was about double their alar extent, and, as the last is, according to Wilson, five

feet and two inches, the for mer may safely be called eight feet. I hear they were fired at with a rifle
from Bunker Hill the other day. This is the sixth flock I have seen or heard of since the morning of
the 17th, i.e. within a week.

November 24, Wednesday, 1852: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi set to sea from Norfolk,
Virginia and began the crossing of the Atlantic Ocean, the 1st leg of its voyage to the China Seas and Japan,
and were expected to arrive in the Far East sometime in April.
Waldo Emerson departed on a major lecture tour of the midwest, scheduled to arrive in Cincinnati, Ohio on or
about December 9th.
Mayor C.J. Brenham addressed the Common Council of San Francisco.

Nov. 24. At this time last year the andromeda in the Ministerial Swamp was red. Now it has
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not turned from brown.

November 29, Monday, 1852: The sappers of the Chinese Christian Army detonated a final petard beneath the
wall of Changsha, but hand-to-hand combat by footsoldiers of the true God once again failed to enter the
breach in the wall and capture this Chinese city. Changsha’s residents would not receive the incalculable
benefits of salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. Their names would never be registered in the Book of Life.
At some point after the 27th of November, in Norfolk, Captain William J. McCluney after having been
detached from the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi, received a fond farewell as he was assigned
command of the sidewheel steam frigate USS Powhatan. Mexican War veteran Sydney S. Lee (1802-1869)
commanded the Mississippi under Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry. Henry A. Adams (1800-1869)
served as Commander and Captain of the Fleet. As Chief of Staff to Commodore Perry, Adams would be
involved in negotiations in Japan and then shepherd the signed Kanagawa treaty to the United States.

Nov. 29, 30, and Dec. 1. The snow which fell the 23d whitened the ground but a day or two.
These have been the mildest and pleasantest days since November came in.
November 29th, walked in P.M. to old stone bridge and down bank of river by Sam Barrett’s house.
When I stood on the caving swallow [Bank Swallow Riparia riparia] banks by the bridge about
4 o’clock, the sun sank below some clouds, or they rose above it, and it shone out with that bright,
calm, memorable light which I have elsewhere described, lighting up the pitch pines and everything.
The patches of winter rye, at this season so green by contrast, are an interesting feature in the
landscape. When I got out of the wood, going toward Barrett’s, the softness of the sunlight on the
russet landscape, the smooth russet grassy fields and meadows, was very soothing, the sun now
getting low in a November day. The stems and twigs of the maples, etc., looking down the river, were
beautifully distinct. You see distinctly the form of the various clumps of maples and birches. Geese
[Canada Goose Branta canadensis (Wild Goose)] in river swam as fast as I walked. Many
broken but apparently rather recent turtles’ eggs on the bank.

December 12, Sunday, 1852: With Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry heading the East India Squadron,
the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi reached the f1st port of call on her expedition voyage.
After crossing the Atlantic Ocean she dropped anchor off the town of Funchal on the Island of Madeira.
The crossing had required 18 days after departure from Norfolk, Virginia.

Dec. 12. Cold at last. Saw a violet on the C. Miles road where the bank had been burned in
the fall. Bæomyces rosens also. Tansy still fresh yellow by the Corner Bridge. From Cliffs I see snow
on the mountains. Last night’s rain was snow there, then. They now have a parti-colored look, like
the skin of a pard, as if they were spread with a saddle-cloth for Boreas to ride. I hear of a cultivated
rose blossoming in a garden in Cambridge within a day or two. The buds of the aspen are large and
show wool in the fall.
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December 14, Tuesday, 1852: Dr. Elisha Kent Kane publicly announced his plan to lead a 2d Grinnell
Expedition. He explained to the American Geographical Society of New York that on the other side of Smith
Sound beyond the Arctic ice barrier he was going to sail into an open sea with milder skies and warmer air
than the icy barrier margin, a sea just teeming with birds and fishes.
William Speiden, Jr. went ashore from the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi with a party of officers,
to view the Madeira countryside by horseback.

Dec. 14. Tuesday. P.M. — To Assabet Stone Bridge.
We have now the scenery of winter, though the snow is but an inch or two deep. The dried chalices
of the Rhexia Virginica stand above the snow, and the cups of the blue-curls and the long sharp red
capsules of the small (?) hypericum, etc., etc., johnswort; and a new era commences with the dried
herbs.
Ah, who can tell the serenity and clarity of a New England winter sunset? This could not be till the
cold and the snow came. Ah, what isles those western clouds! in what a sea! Just after sunset there
is a broad pillar of light for many minutes in the west.

December 15, Wednesday, 1852: By this point Richard Wagner has finished the entire text of Der Ring
des Nibelungen.
Robert Schumann received a vote of confidence by 22 members of the Düsseldorf Allgemeiner Musikverein,
who object to Wilhelm Wortmann’s letter appearing in the previous issue. Nevertheless, Schumann agreed to
hand over the choral rehearsals to Julius Tausch.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi departed Madeira for the Cape of Good Hope.

Dec. 15. Saw a small flock of geese [Canada Goose Branta canadensis (Wild Goose)]
go over.
One’s life, the enterprise he is here upon, should certainly be a grand fact to consider, not a mean or
insignificant one. A man should not live without a purpose, and that purpose must surely be a grand
one. But is this fact of “our life” commonly but a puff of air, a flash in the pan, a smoke, a nothing?
It does not afford arena for a tragedy.
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December 17, Friday, 1852: The 1st Hawaiian cavalry was organized. Kawabungaaaa!!
Sailing in sight of the Canary Islands, and with the northeast trade winds in her favor, the side-wheel steam
frigate USS Mississippi logged on this day as much distance by sail as by steam.
Henry Thoreau surveyed for Daniel Weston (5 acres shows Elisha Hagar nearby).
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/138.htm

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 17th]
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December 18, Saturday, 1852: Horatio Greenough died in asylum of some sort of brain problem.
On this day and the following one Richard Wagner was providing the initial reading of the complete
poem Der Ring des Nibelungen at the home of François and Eliza Wille in Mariafeld, near Zürich.
William Speiden, Jr. reported a school of finback whales playing around the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi in the evening. One whale kept with boat for several hours while “making a very great show.”
Flying fish and dolphins were also witnessed in abundance. The ocean was so teeming with life that it was
hard to overcome the impulse to just go seek out and kill something.
Louisa May Alcott’s 3d publication of which we presently have any knowledge, titled “The Masked
Marriage,” appeared in Dodge’s Literary Museum, Volume VI, #2. View, below, how it would be represented
as part of the March girls’ publication “The Pickwick Portfolio” that would be enfolded into Chapter 10 of
Volume I of LITTLE WOMEN, OR, MEG, JO, BETH AND AMY in 1869:

THE MASKED MARRIAGE
(A Tale Of Venice)
Gondola after gondola swept up to the marble steps, and left its lovely load
to swell the brilliant throng that filled the stately halls of Count Adelon. Knights
and ladies, elves and pages, monks and flower girls, all mingled gaily in the
dance. Sweet voices and rich melody filled the air, and so with mirth and music
the masquerade went on. “Has your Highness seen the Lady Viola to-night?”
asked a gallant troubadour of the fairy queen who floated down the hall upon his
arm.
“Yes, is she not lovely, though so sad! Her dress is well chosen, too, for in a
week she weds Count Antonio, whom she passionately hates.”

Dec. 18. P.M. — To Annursnack.
Sedum Telephium, garden orpine or live-for-ever; I think this is the plant with a sort of pineappleleaved and sheathed bulbs, on a rock between Cox’s and Heywood’s. [No. Sempervium tectorum]
Saw where a red squirrel (tinged gray) had been eating the hips of a sweet-briar, which had
apparently grown recently, leaves still fresh and green. Very cold, windy day. The crust of the slight
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snow covered in some woods with the scales (bird-shaped) of the birch, and their seeds.

Loring’s Pond beautifully frozen. So polished a surface, I mistook many parts of it for water. It was
waved or watered with a slight dust nevertheless. Cracked into large squares like the faces of a
reflector, it was so exquisitely polished that the sky and scudding dun-colored clouds, with mothero’-pearl tints, were reflected in it as in the calmest water. I slid over it with a little misgiving,
mistaking the ice before me for water. This is the first skating. Still the little ruby-crowned birds
[Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula (Ruby-crested Wren)] about.

December 22, Wednesday, 1852: At the American Theatre, the Reverend T. Dwight Hunt addressed the New
England Society of San Francisco.
Captain William Holmes sailed the 430-ton 3-masted barque Sacramento out of Deptford, England with 220
government immigrants to Australia.
Late in the evening the crew of the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi warship viewed “the whole
heavens to the southward & westward” lit up “beautifully, by the Zodiacal lights.” — And, that entire gorgeous
display lay well beyond the reach of their greatest gun!

December 22. Wednesday. Surveying the Hunt Farm this and the 20th.
C. says that Flint’s Pond was frozen over yesterday. A rambling, rocky, wild, moorish pasture, this
of Hunt’s, with two or three great white oaks to shade the cattle, which the farmer would not take
fifty dollars apiece for, though the ship-builder wanted them. The snow balled so badly to-day while
I was working in the swamp, that I was set up full four inches. It is pleasant, cutting a path through
the bushes in a swamp, to see the color of the different woods, — the yellowish dogwood, the green
prinos (?), and, on the upland, the splendid yellow barberry. The squirrel, rabbit, fox tracks, etc.,
attract the attention in the new-fallen snow; and the squirrel nests, bunches of grass and leave high
in the trees, more conspicuous if not larger now, or the glimpse of a meadow (?) mouse, give
occasion for a remark. You cannot go out so early but you will find the track of some wild creature.
Returning home just after the sun had sunk below the horizon, I saw from N. Barrett’s a fire made:
by boys on the ice near the Red Bridge, which looked like a bright reflection of a setting sun from
the water under the bridge, so clear, so little lurid, in this winter evening air.
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December 25, Saturday, 1852: The Placer, California Herald instanced that Mr. Wallis and 2 others had dug
out of Baltimore Ravine a piece of gold weighing $107 and had sold it for $112. At Spanish Flats a specimen
20 ounces and 5 dollars which equalled to $350.00 had been found. On the down side, however, “The failure
through the fall had been miserable and severe.” Mining on the Middle Fork was entirely suspended for the
winter. In the Sunday flood on the South Fork the costly and Haren Bridge at Salmon Falls had been swept
away. “The bars on all the rivers are flooded and mining operation suspended entirely.”
William Speiden, Jr.’s 1st Christmas spent at sea and away from home was observed on board as a holiday.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry offered a toast to the officers.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 25th]
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December 29, Wednesday, 1852: Henry Thoreau accessed, by way of the library of the Society of Natural
History in Boston, Thaddeus A. Culbertson’s “Journal of an Expedition to the Mauvais Terres and the Upper
Missouri, 1850,” on page 84-145 of the SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 5TH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
REGENTS (Washington DC: Smithsonian Institution, 1851).

THADDEUS A. CULBERTSON
(Thoreau would make notes on this reading in his Indian Notebook #6 and in his Fact Book.)
Losing the advantage of the winds, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi switched to steam power.
A Spiritualist convention began in New-York’s Masonic Temple. Jonathan Buffum of Lynn, Massachusetts
would serve as this convention’s chairman, Mr. Haywood of Milford, Alfred Bingham of New-York, and the
Reverend Mr. Loveland of Charlestown, Massachusetts would be their Vice Presidents, and Messrs. C.H.
White and S.C. Hewitt would serve as their Secretaries. A newspaper reporter was present and taking notes,
and would soon file a report full of mockery and diatribe.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 29th]
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Marietta Alboni would be appearing on this evening and the following one, in Cenerentola at the Broadway
Theater. Soon she would be appearing in Donizetti’s Daughter of the Regiment and then in Bellini’s
Sonnambula and Norma (all this would be witnessed by Walt Whitman).
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1853
1853: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was sent by President Millard Fillmore to establish trade with the
Japanese islands, which had since the 17th Century been entirely isolated from the outside world. On the
islands of Ryukyu and Bonin, the Commodore was making three preliminary visits before being able to go
directly to the main islands of the archipelago. While waiting for a reply from Japan he would make a naval
demonstration by landing marines twice, and would secure a coaling concession from the ruler of Naha on
Okinawa; he would also demonstrate in the Bonin Islands with the purpose of securing facilities for commerce
there. Finally Commodore Perry’s four ships were allowed by the Japanese authorities to drop anchor in Edo
Bay.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
From a remote island, Commodore Perry’s expedition retrieved a castaway Japanese sailor named Sentaro,
whom they proceeded to christen “Sam Patch,” presumably because as a castaway he was in rags. This is what
he looked like after he had a chance to get cleaned up (and this happens to be the very 1st photograph ever
made of a Japanese person):

Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for January 1853 (æt. 35)

January 1, Saturday, 1853: Prohibition went into effect in New Brunswick but would soon be
repealed.
Aboard the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi, sailing at this point from Madeira to the China Seas and
Japan, the peaceful start of the New Year was broken in the wee hours when a sick crew member fainted and
fell overboard. He was rescued. With the morning light, another accident on board endangered the life of a
fireman who was cleaning machinery. He, too, was saved. Everything being A-OK, and rank having its
rewards, the officers of the ship were treated to a special meal of mince pies and boned turkeys. William
Speiden, Jr.’s father, William Speiden, Sr., the ship’s purser, took this opportunity to raise a toast to
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry: “may the Expedition which he has undertaken be successful.”
Abel Shawk, a locksmith, Alexander Bonner Latta, a locomotive builder, and Miles Greenwood, the head of
the Eagle Ironworks on the banks of the Miami and Erie Canal near Cincinnati, Ohio, presented a new fire

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
engine to the city of Cincinnati. This was the 1st practical horse-drawn steam fire engine in the United States
of America.
Gregory Blaxland committed suicide in New South Wales, Australia at the age of 74.
Gold exports for California for the year 1852 had amounted to $45,587,803. According to the Placer Herald,
ther was a ferry in operation at Tamaroo Bar on the North Fork of the American River, and 3 miles below it
another ferry at Oregon Bar, and 6 miles below that another ferry at Manhatten Bar, one capable of
withstanding the severest freshets, was in process of being established.
The Lancet Journal published John Manley’s “Animalculæ In Black Vomit.”
BLACK VOMIT
YELLOW FEVER
Henry Thoreau recorded in his journal that Professor Louis Agassiz considered Dr. Thaddeus William Harris
to be the greatest entomologist:

January 1, Saturday, 1853: This morning we have something between ice & frost on the
trees, &c. The whole earth as last night but much more is encased in ice, which on the plowed fields
makes a singular icy coat a quarter of an inch or more in thickness. About 9 o’clock Am I go to Lees
via Hubbard’s wood & Holden’s Swamp & the river side – for the middle is open. The stones & cow
dung & the walls too are all cased in ice on the north side– The latter look like alum rocks. This –
not frozen mist or frost but frozen drizzle collected around the slightest cores gives prominence to
the least withered herbs & grasses– Where yesterday was a plain smooth field appears now a
teeming crop of fat icy herbage. The stems of the herbs on their north sides are enlarge from 10 to
100 times. The addition is so universally on the north side that a traveller could not lose the points
of compass today though it should never so dark – for every blade of grass would serve to guide him
– telling from which side the storm came yesterday. Mere straight stems of grasses stand up like
white batons or scepters and make conspicuous foreground to the landscape, – from 6 inches to 3
feet high. C. thought that these fat icy branches on the withered grass & herbs had no nucleus but
looking closer I showed him the fine black wiry threads on which they impinged – which made him
laugh with surprise.– The very cowdung is incrusted & the clover & sorrel send up a dull green
gleam through their icy coat like strange plants– The pebbles in the ploughed land are seen as
through a transparent coating of gum. Some weeds bear the ice in masses – some like the trumpet
weed & tansy in balls for each dried flower. What a crash of jewells as you walk. The most careless
walker who never deigned to look at these humble weeds before cannot help observing them now.
This is why the the herbage is left to stand dry in the fields all winter. Upon a solid foundation of ice
stand out pointing in all directions between NW & NE or within the limits of 90 degrees little spicula
or crystalized points half an inch or more in length.
Upon the dark glazed plowed ground where a mere wiry stem rises its north side is thickly clad with
these snow white spears like some Indian’s head dress as if it had attracted all the frost. I saw a Prinos
bush full of large berries by the wall in Hubbards field– Standing on the west side the contrast of
the red berries with their white incrustation or prolongation on the north – was admirable. I thought
I had never seen the berries so dazzlingly bright. The whole north side of the bush berries & stock
was beautifully incrusted. And when I went round to the N side the redness of the berries came
softend through & tinging the allied snow white bush – like an evening sky beyond. These adjoined
snow or ice berries being beset within the limits of 90 degrees on the N with those icy prickles or
spicula between which the red glow & some times the clear red itself appeared gave it the appearance
of a raspberry bush full of over ripe fruit.
Standing on the north side of a bush – or tree looking against the sky – you see only a white ghost

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
of a tree without a mote of earthiness, but as you go round it the dark core comes into view. It makes
all the odds imaginable whether you are travelling N or S.– The drooping birches along the edges
of woods are the most feathery fairy-like ostrich plumes of the trees, and the color of their trunks
increases the delusion. The weight of the ice gives to the pines the forms which northern trees like
the firs constantly wear. Bending & twisting the branches – for the twigs & plumes of the pines being
frozen remain as the wind held them–& new portions of the trunk are exposed. Seen from the N.
there is no greenness in the pines–& the character of the tree is changed. The willows along the edge
of the river look like sedge in meadows.
The sky is overcast and a fine snowy hail & rain is falling–& these ghostlike trees make a scenery
which reminds you of Spitzbergen. I see now the beauty of the causeway by the bridge – alders
below swelling into the road overtopped by willows & maples. The fine grasses & shrubs in the
meadow rise to meet & mingle with the drooping willows & the whole make an indistinct impression
like a mist & between this the road runs toward those white ice-clad ghostly or fairy trees in the
distance – toward spirit-land. The pines are as white as a counterpane with raised embroidery &
white tassels & fringes. Each fascicle of leaves or needles is held apart by an icy club surrounded by
a little snowy or icy ball. Finer than the saxon arch is this path running under the pines roofed not
with crossing boughs but drooping ice-covered twigs in irregular confusion. See in the midst of this
stately pine towering like the solemn ghost of a tree – the white ice-clad boughs of other trees
appearing, of a dif. character Sometimes oaks with leaves –incrusted– or fine sprayed maples or
walnuts. But finer than all this red oak – its leaves incrusted like shields 1/4 of an inch thick–& a
thousand fine spicula like long serrations at right angles with their planes upon their edges. It has an
indescribably rich effect – with color of the leaf coming softened through the ice a delicate fawn
color.–of many shades. Where the plumes of the pitch pines are short & spreading close upon the
trunk – sometimes perfect cups or rays are formed. Pitch pines present rough massy grenadier
plumes – with each a darker spot or cavity in the end where you look in to the buds. I listen to the
booming of the pond as if it were a reasonable creature. I return at last in a rain and am coated with
a glaze like the fields.
Being at Cambridge day before yesterday – Sibley told me that Agassiz told him that Harris was the
greatest entomologist in the world, and gave him permission to repeat his remark. As I stood on the
top of a ladder he came along with his hand full of papers–& inquired do you value autographs? –
No, I do not, I answered slowly & gravely.– Oh – I didn’t know but you did– I had some of
Governor Dunlap.–said he retreating
After talking with uncle Charles the other night about the worthies of this country Webster & the rest
as usual considering who were geniuses & who not – I showed him up to bed & when I had got into
bed myself I heard his chamber door opened – after 11 ’oclock – and he called out in an earnest
stenterian voice loud enough to wake the whole house– “Henry! Was John Quincy Adams a genius”?
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– No, I think not” was my reply– Well I did n’t think he was answered he.

January 3, Monday, 1853: On the basis of a document that had been signed by Governor Washington Hunt
while he had still been a Whig official of the state of New York, Solomon Northup was freed. –That he had
been a black slave was something that some white man had just made up about him.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi crossed this planet’s Equator, which is of course an entirely
imaginary lion running freely around and around our circumference. The ship encountered not even a bump
although, it goes without saying, there were of course the usual celebrations.
The Daily Alta California printed a proposal to end flooding in the city of Sacramento:
MESSRS. EDITORS: — It is not for the Sacramentans to get entirely
disheartened, or for people to prophesy the annihilation or
removal of Sacramento City; for so long as the mines are workable
and are worked in the North, so long will Sacramento be a station
or stopping-place for the miners; and being a stopping-place,
it must be a place calculated to contain the necessaries of life;
and an annual flood will not tend to remove the city.
Propositions have been suggested, one after the other, to keep
the water out. One proposes to erect suitable levees; another
to put the city on stilts; another one proposes to form a course
for the American River, commencing just beyond Sutter’s Fort,
at the sudden bend of the river there, and ending about five
miles below the city, and another proposition is to fill the
city up entirely. The first and third together are plausible,
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but could be accomplished only at an immense expense, and the
levee would be liable to leak. Although the proposed new course
of the American would convey away a good deal back water, the
second proposition is entirely out of the way. But the last one
meets my ideas the best, and might be done at a very little
expense in the following way.
Now that the Sacramento and Nevada Railway is building, let a
company be established for the purpose of conveying the quartz
rock to the city from the neighborhood of Nevada. That which is
not sufficiently rich for the mining companies to work, as also
that which has been worked, to be employed in filling in the
city. The expense of conveyance would be but trifling; if, as I
suppose, there is a considerable descent in the road from Nevada
to the city, it would require but a small amount of power, if
any, to bring a requisite amount to the city. Quartz rock might
be obtained at a nearer point to Sacramento City than Nevada,
and I believe it would be an excellent and remunerative
undertaking for any company. It would test the quartz which has
never had a blast before, with the chance of coming across some
good leads which would pay well for working; and last, though
not least, would secure Sacramento from all danger of the
floods, render the spot healthy at the same time, besides giving
it excellent roads. The citizens would then feel secure,
because, at an expense very inconsiderable, they could have
their lots filled in. The practicability of the suggestion
I leave to the judgment ot your readers. A.H.S.
Ellery Channing wrote in his journal “No ice on Walden, little on the river.”

January 3d: Down RR to Lincoln Bridge.
The evergreen appear to relieve themselves soonest of the ice, perhaps because of the reflection from
their leaves. Those trees like the maples & hickories which have most spray and branches make the
finest show of ice. This afternoon it snows–the snow lodging on the ice which still adheres to the
trees. The more completely the trees are changed to ice trees–to spirits of trees the finer– Instead
of the minute frost work on a window–you have whole forests of silver boughs. I refer to the last 2
days. The brattling of the ice is not that the word. Along some causeway or fence in the meadow the
trees are changed into silvery wisps. Nothing dark met the eye–but a silvery sheen––precisely as if
the whole tree trunk boughs & twigs were converted into burnished silver– You exclaimed at every
hedge- row. Some times a clump of birches fell over every way in graceful ostrich plumes

all raying from one centre. Then the beautifully checkered ice in the ruts where the water had been
soaked up–surpassing the richest tracery of watchcases! Suddenly all is converted to crystal. The
world is a crystal palace. The trees stiff & drooping and encased in ice looked as if they were
sculptured in marble. especially the evergreens. I love nature partly because she is not man, but a
retreat from him. None of his institutions control or pervade her. There a different kind of right
prevails. In her midst I can be glad with an entire gladness. If this world was all man I could not
stretch myself– I should lose all hope. He is constraint; she is freedom to me. He makes me wish
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for another world– She makes me content with this. None of the joys she supplies is subject to his
rules & definitions. What he touches he taints– In thought he moralizes– One would think that no
free joyful labor was possible to him. How infinite & pure the least pleasure of which nature is basis
compared with the congratulation of mankind. The joy which nature yields is like afforded by the
frank words of one we love.
Man, man is the devil,
The source of all evil.

Methinks that these prosers with their saws & their laws do not know how glad a man can be. What
wisdom–what warning can prevail against gladness? There is no law so strong which a little gladness
may not transgress.–I have a room all to my self; it is Nature It is a place beyond the jurisdiction of
human governments. Pile up your books the records of sadness–your saws & your laws–Nature is
glad outside–& her merry worms within will erelong topple them down. There is a prairie beyond
your laws.– Nature is a prairie for outlaws. There are two worlds–the post office & Nature– I know
them both. I continually forget mankind & their institutions as I do a bank–
–Well now this afternoon the snow is lodging on all this ice– Is this the winter gnat I find in the
snow with 6 legs a long narrow cylindrical body about 1/6 of an inch & the 2 narrow wings 1/3
longer.? 2 feelers. Walden not yet frozen. The red-crowns [Common Redpoll Carduelis
flammea] here still. They appear to frequent one clump of birches a long time. for here the snow
beneath is covered with the seeds they have loosened while elsewhere there are none. They hang by
the twigs while they peck the catkins–and others are busy on the snow beneath picking up what
drops–they are continually in motion with a jingling twitter & occasional mew–& suddenly when
disturbed go off with a loud jingle like the motion of a whole bag of nuts.
The air is thick & darkened with falling snow, and the woods are being draped with it in white
wreathes. This is winter. They are putting on their white great coats. The woodland road is spotless
white. The color of the pond depends on the light. It is now dark–in the storm. True to its nature
between earth & air, it is both green & blue– Let clear serene weather come & illustrate its depth
& it is green–let the air descend on it & toss up its surface in waves & it is blue like the sky.

January 10, Monday, 1853: Jules Massenet was examined once again for entrance to the Paris
Conservatoire. His performance of a Beethoven sonata got him admitted to a piano class.
Charles Reade’s “Gold” premiered in London.
Louis Moreau Gottschalk arrived in New-York from France, on his 1st visit to the United States of America
since 1842.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi reached anchor off Jamestown Island, St. Helena, where the
American Consul came aboard.
One wonders who were the other 3 Concord ladies, whom Henry Thoreau carried on this afternoon for a
chestnut expedition (the “aunt M.” mentioned would of course have been Maria Thoreau).

January 10th 53: Went a chestnutting this afternoon to Smiths(?) Woodlot near the turnpike.
Carried 4 ladies– I raked. We got 6 1/2 quarts – the ground being bare & the leaves not frozen– The
4th remarkably mild day. I found 35 chestnuts in a little pile under the end of a stick under the leaves

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
near within a foot of what I should call a gallery of a meadow mouse– These galleries were quite
common as I raked. There was no nest nor apparent cavity about this store. aunt M. found another
with 16 in it Many chestnuts are still in the burrs on the ground. Aunt found a twig – which had
apparently fallen prematurely with 8 small burrs all within the compass of 5 or 6 inches & all but
one full of nuts. The galleries above named were evidently permanent & not made by one trip.

January 11, Tuesday, 1853: In West Newton, Mrs. Elizabeth “Eliza” Palmer Peabody, mother of the Peabody
sisters Miss Elizabeth Palmer Peabody (May 16, 1804-January 3, 1894), Mrs. Mary Tyler Peabody Mann
(November 16, 1807-February 11, 1887), and Mrs. Sophia Amelia Peabody Hawthorne (September 21, 1809February 26, 1871), as well as of Nathaniel Cranch Peabody (1811-1882), George Francis Peabody (18131839), Wellington Peabody (1815-1837), and Catharine Putnam Peabody (1819-1819), died at the age of 74
(the body would be interred in the Howard Street Burial Ground of Salem, Massachusetts).
William Speiden, Jr. joined a party that went ashore on the island of St. Helena to visit the gravesite of Emperor
Napoléon I and other landmarks related to this Corsican opportunist’s time in exile (the actual body parts, or
most of them, had of course been relocated to Paris in 1840). When the ship would continue on her way toward
the Cape of Good Hope, Speiden would make notes about his tourist day and tell us about some of the details
he supposed he had picked up from the locals in regard to the history of this island.
On this day and the following one, Henry Thoreau would be surveying an Acton woodlot, on Westford Road,
then called the Road to Groton, that Elijah Davis was selling to John LeGrosse. Three plots were made of the
2 farms and woodlot near the Acton line. D.H. Wetherbee lived nearby:36

January 11th & 12: Surveying for John Le Grosse.
He says that he saw blackbirds about a week ago. He says that the most snow we have had this
winter–(it has not been more than 1 inch deep) has been only a “robin snow” as it is called. i.e. a
snow which does not drive off the robins [American Robin Turdus migratorius]. By a bound of
his woodlot in Carlisle observed a peculiar oak–very smooth & light colored bark — which his
brother who knows them in Wayland calls a chestnut oak– I am not quite sure I did not see a chest.
oak leaf at any rate– V. again. Says they will split like chestnut & are easy to cut. J. says they have
both red & white huckleberries near his house. Described an “Old Fort” about the size & shape of a
cellar which he saw in 1816 perhaps across the river near Heywood’s sawmill. This man is
continually drinking cider –thinks it corrects some mistake in him –wishes he had a barrel of it in
the woods – if he had known he was to be out so long would have brought a jug-full – will dun Capt.
Hutchinson for a drink on his way home. This or rum runs in his head if not in his throat all the time.
Is interested in Juniper berries –gooseberries currants &c– whether they will make wine — has
recipes for this — eats the juniper berries raw as he walks. Tobacco is another staff of life with him.
Thinks with others that he has metals on his farm which the divining rod might find but is convertible
on this point.

36. I wonder who this “Captain Hutchinson” was, who could be dunned for a drink. Would he have been the Peter Hutchinson whom
Thoreau would mention on February 2d and on July 7th, 1859 in his journal, or would Peter have been the Captain’s son?
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January 24, Monday, 1853: Abraham Lincoln having attended, in Springfield, Illinois, a Sunday temperance
lecture by the Reverend James Smith, D.D., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, he and 38 others signified
that “The undersigned having listened with great satisfaction to the discourse, on the subject of temperance,
delivered by you on last evening, and believing, that, if published and circulated among the people, it would
be productive of good; would respectfully request a copy thereof for publication.”
THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT

The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi arrived at Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, Table Bay, Africa
(whereupon they would be able to “take a left”).

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 24TH]

January 27, Thursday, 1853: Marietta Alboni appeared in the title role of Bellini’s Norma at Metropolitan
Hall on Manhattan.

Edward Neufville Tailer, Jr. complained in his diary at the age of 20 that someone had just attempted to correct
his attitude by charging that he “lacked energy, and wanted that bustling, and go ahead spirit.”
“The Pioneer, a monthly West Coast magazine, was begun by the firm of Lecount & Strong.
For a number of days William Speiden, Jr. would be making visits to the southern tip of Africa, while the sidewheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was being coaled, repaired, and repainted, and 6,000 gallons of water
were being brought aboard.

January 27th: Trench says a wild man–is a willed man. Well then a man of will who does
what he wills–or wishes–a man of hope and of the future tense–for not only the obstinate is willed
but far more the constant & persevering– The obstinate man properly speaking is one who will not.
The perseverance of the saints is positive willedness–not a mere passive willingness– The fates are
wild for they will–& the Almighty is wild above all.
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What are our fields but felds or felled woods–they bear a more recent name than the woods
suggesting that previously the earth was covered with woods. Always in the new country A field is
a clearing.
RICHARD CHENEVIX TRENCH

January 30, Sunday, 1853: The Emperor Napoléon III got married again with Countess Eugenia de
Montijo, this time at the Tuileries. (What the emperor tells you twice is true.)
William Speiden, Jr. attended worship services at Christ Church in Cape Town, South Africa.
In the evening there was near-riot in Phillipsville, New York as word spread that a local white daughter,
a Miss Mary E. King, an abolitionist minister’s daughter, was planning to wed an instructor at the integrated
New-York Central College who was a mulatto, being one-quarter black, a William Gustavus Allen, Professor
of Rhetoric and Greek (DISAMBIGUATION: this is not the William Allen of Concord):
http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/1/7/8/7/17875/17875-h/17875-h.htm
January 30th: The most common & conspicuous green leaf on the ground when the snow is
off at this season–as at present is that of the butter-cup–sorrel is also very common & johnswort–&
the purplish gnaphaliums– There is also the early crowfoot in some places–strawberry–mullein &
thistle leaves–& hawkweeds–&c &c.
On Cliffs. The westering sun yet high above the horizon, but concealed by clouds, shoots down to
earth on every side vast misty rays like the frame of a tent–to which clouds perchance are the
canvass–under which a whole country rests– The northern & southern rays appear very much
slanted & long–those between us & the west steeper & shorter.
What I have called the shruboak Plain contains comparatively few shrub-oaks–rather young red–&
white & it may be some scarlet (?) The shruboak leaf is the firmest & best preserved The white oak
is the most sere & curled & brittle–frequently with discolored mouldlike spots.

Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for February 1853 (æt. 35)
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February 1, Tuesday, 1853: Paulina Wright Davis’s The Una began publication out of Providence, Rhode
Island and Washington DC:

The masthead proclaimed it “A Paper Devoted to the Elevation of Women.” This was among the 1st such
periodicals (Amelia Bloomer had begun her temperance newspaper The Lily in 1849) and was definitely the

1st to be owned, edited, and published by a woman. The periodical would be printed for a couple of years
before collapsing in 1855 due to lack of funds.
FEMINISM

William Speiden, Jr. recorded the personal observations of Seyolo (Siyolo) (circa 1813-1878), a chief of the
Ndlambe Xhosa, and his young wife Nomise (Naomi), who were in confinement at Rochester Castle (Siyolo
had been sentenced to life imprisonment following capture in battle and would be transferred to Robben Island
in 1855). His father the purser, meanwhile, visited Constantia, a suburb of Cape Town, South Africa, where
he would be impressed by the beauty of the scenery and the abundance of the crops.

Feb. 1. Surveying the Hunt farm.
Saw a duck
in the river; different kind from the last. Dr. Bartlett tells me that it was Adam
Winthrop, a grandson of the Governor, who sold this farm to Hunt in 1701. 1 saw the old window,
some eighteen inches square, of diamond squares, four or five inches across, set in lead, on the back
side [of] the house.

February 2, Wednesday, 1853: At Cape Town, 7 seamen deserted the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi, prize gunboat of the American fleet — my goodness, why ever would they have done a thing like
that?
Franz Liszt completed his Piano Sonata in b in Weimar.
The following literary notices appeared in Frederick Douglass’ Paper:
GRAHAM, for March, has been in our possession many days. It was
issued before its wonted time, and will, we hope, be duly noticed
by all the liberal journals of the country. Mr. Graham sends
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with it the following:

“CARD TO THE PRESS.
In order to make our position particularly clear, we
have printed at page 365 a reply to the personalities
and threats of a portion of our exchanges, and send this
slip — to direct attention to it — to every one of the
nineteen hundred editors with whom we exchange. We meet
the question fairly, and with determination to know how
many of Graham’s readers go for the gag law. If it is
to be a cold shower bath, let us have it at once, lady
and gentlemen agitators! We shall take it like a
philosopher, but have no fear of much of a ‘shower,’
from people whose vocation it is to make [‘]a very great
cry over a very little wool,’ when grief does not cost
a sixpence.
We request the worshipers of English opinion and
‘liberty’ to read at page 351 ‘The British slave
system,’ and to answer it!
For the rest, ‘Graham’ the Magazine, may speak for
Graham the Editor.”
And “the Editor” does speak; yet neither wisely—nor well—nor to
the purpose. We are not surprised that the ungenerous and
ungentlemanly attack (“miscalled a Review”) upon “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin,” in GRAHAM for February, called forth indignant bursts of
censure from that portion of Editors who dare to speak out. Had
we space, we would quote largely from that article, that those
among our readers who do not see GRAHAM might read and judge for
themselves. We would, moreover, observe that towards the close
of this graceful and grammatical composition, Graham says, “For
the present we are done with this subject. We hope we are done
with it forever.”
We have not “done with the subject” on which the article treats;
but (to speak candidly) while we deeply regretted to see the
pages of GRAHAM disgraced by “Black Letters; or, Uncle Tom’s
Foolery in Literature,” we thought there was a mistake about it—
that the March number would correct it, and we never dreamt that
Graham, the Editor, would endorse the miserable review in
question.Yet so it is. We admire real “independence;” but is it
not possible that some confusion exists in Mr. Graham’s brain
between the terms “independence” and servility?
We cannot resist the inclination we feel to give our readers a
little of “the feast of reason and flow of soul” we enjoyed while
perusing the aforesaid article; and we, therefore, shall glean,
for their especial benefit, a few scattered ears from the rich
harvest outspread before us.
“In the sudden hurrah which bursts from the throats of
the many over the ‘Cabin literature,’ we feel no
certainty that Milton, Shakspeare, Byron, Wordsworth,
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Scott, and Cooper, are in immediate danger of being
burned by the hands of the common hangman, to the
tantaralara of an African dance.”

******
“Our female agitators have abandoned Bloomers in
despair, and are just now bestride a new hobby—an
intense love of black folks, in fashionable novels!
Flannel ceases to be cut into garments for the children
of Africa, but they are most intolerably drenched with
ink—on the principle, we suppose, of ‘like to like.’”

******
“Sambo is a pretty good gold-digger, just now—work him
who will; and those who
Would not have a slave to till the ground,
use him pretty severely in the press-room. — We have a
regular incursion of the blacks. The shelves of
booksellers groan under the weight of Sambo’s woes, done
up in covers! What a dose we have had and are having!—
The population of readers has gone a wool-gathering! Our
‘Helots of the West’ are apparently at a premium with
the publishers just now; and we have Northern folks as
anxious to make money of them, as the Southrons can be
for their lives. A plague of all black faces! We hate
this niggerism, and hope it may be done away with. We
cannot tolerate negro-slavery of this sort — we are
abolitionists on this question.”

******
“The first of these works is Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It has
a certain feminine vivacity of style which takes the
reader, in spite of its faults — and we, therefore,
giving the lady the pas, call her up first for
examination. — Regarding the success of the ‘Cabin’ —
the exaggerated success, we believe — we have been
trying to account for it, independently of the merits,
which are not sufficient cause for such an effect.”

******
“The Reception of the ‘Cabin’ in England was very genial
— it was so pleasant to pray for that reprobate,
Jonathan! The Times, to be sure, and a few other shrewd
organs, saw the thing in all its bearings, and gave a
very blunt opinion of it. But, in a sentimental way,
Lord Carlisle —our sometime visitor, Lord Morpeth— and
the moralists, had the advantage of these cosmopolitan
critics, as far as the curious public were concerned.
Indeed, the fact of word coming out in favor of anything
of the kind was enough to give it instant vogue among
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the English, and his lordship’s recommendation, was
certainly the strongest foreign puff of the ‘Cabin.’ The
N.Y. Post, and kindred presses, certainly helped to sell
their thousands; but the Earl of Carlisle sold his ten
thousands. When once any sort of book is talked of, for
anyone reason or other, people must have it, in selfdefence, and so vires acquiret cundo — it gathers as it
goes, like a rolling snowball in the Oberland. Half the
machinery of the whole business would have procured
nearly as great a notoriety for any book thoroughly
spiced with horrors.”

******
“The book is vastly overrated, and will soon find its
level.”
...
“It
is
clumsily
constructed,
and
inartificial.” ... “The plot is feeble; it is strung and
tacked together in a very unworkmanlike way.” ... “But
after doing justice to the spirit and earnestness of the
work, we are still happy to think it has not power
enough to cause as much mischief as some have supposed.”

******
“Indeed, were Mrs. Stowe’s book ten times more
meritorious and forcible than it is, the existing sense
of this community, and its growing tendencies —
political or otherwise —would neutralize it. It is
hopeless to look for any more exasperations on account
of slavery, or to think it can ever be done away with
by vituperation or the high hand. The Times was right
in saying that, as a means of abolition, Uncle Tom was
a mistake and would be a failure.”

******
“We have taken up the ‘Cabin literature’ for the purpose
of saying frankly what we think of the whole business —
for it is a business, and nothing more. We have spoken
temperately and critically of the books, indignantly
and perhaps warmly of the spirit which pervades them,
and we say by the way of emphasis, that we despise the
whole concern — the spirit which dictated them is false.
They are altogether speculations in patriotism — a
question of dollar and cents, not of slavery or liberty.
The whole literary atmosphere has become tainted with
them — they are corrupt altogether and abominable. Many
of the persons who are urging on this negro crusade into
the domain of letters, have palms with an infernal itch
for gold. — They would fire the whole republic if they
could but rake the gems and precious stones from the
ashes. They care nothing for principle, honor or right,
and though anxious to be regarded as martyrs, the chief
concern is about the stakes. He would be an explorer
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worthy of all honor who could stumble upon a truth which
they would not sacrifice for shillings. For the present
we are done with this subject. We hope we are done with
it forever.”
In his criticism on “UNCLE TOM,” Graham seems to be left “alone
in his glory;” for all the most distinguished Reviewers in Great
Britain, France, and Germany, have pronounced the book one of
the most wonderful on record: the most celebrated American
critics unite in doing it honor; at the present time. Several
of the Southern States are sending extensive orders to Messrs.
Jewett, for “Uncle Tom’s Cabin;” and we doubt whether Graham’s
coup de main will succeed with his Southern patrons; for we do
believe that there is more nobleness of character, more
generosity,
and more
straightforwardness among Southern
slaveholders, than among Northern cringers to the slave power.
Of the article in the March number of Graham, to which he invites
his readers’ attention, we have not much to say.
Recrimination is the favorite artillery of the defenders and
abettors of the slave system. This article is a sort of second
edition of Mrs. Julia Tyler’s letter to the ladies of England.
Though there may be, perhaps, rather more vinegar in the
mixture. The beggars of London, the Irish paupers, the miners,
the factory workers, are all brought forward, as illustrations
of the extremes of wretchedness—nor are the millions of India
forgotten! To read Graham, and Graham only, any one would
believe the British Empire to be the greatest of despotisms, and
every other spot of earth a paradise.
In parading his hatred to Britain, and British institutions,
before the American people, Graham doubtless diplomatically
designs to cater to the public taste, and to win applause and
subscribers. How far he will succeed remains to be seen.
We shall close our brief and imperfect remarks with a few
appropriate paragraphs from the world-renowned pen of DOUGLAS
JERROLD—J.G.
“There can be no doubt that there is much truth in what
MRS. AMERICA is made to speak. But the moral destitution,
the moral blackness of a thousand English outcasts do
not make five hundred free negroes of so many slaves.
Very true it is that we have wretched, wo-begone
children
in
alleys;
that
we
have
“illicit”
costermongers; that our needlewomen have starved or, at
times, anticipated death by a plunge from Waterloo
bridge; true that there has been grinding misery in
factories; misery unceasing, remorseless as the
machinery once set at work. But all this evil—all this
degrading, crushing woe, mocking—as with the mockery of
a devil—our professions as a Christian people, all this
is as nothing to the all-blighting curse and allencompassing horror of slavery!—There is something
still left—some drop of comfort, some ray of light in
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this misery—this bitterness—this darkness where slavery
is set. We may not snatch one of these alley children
from the dirt, and sell it like a hog: we may not
separate frail costermonger JOE from his frail companion
SAL. POOR SAL may have a child at her breast and one or
two at what they call a home: yet JOE and SAL are safe
from the slave-buyer, and may love on and quarrel on,
and their young barbarians may still dispute with the
pigs on the dust-heap—no human flesh-dealer daring to
cast his blood-bargaining eyes upon them. This is
something. And this something—no small thing, surely,
in this human life of ours, whether passed on Stafford
velvet pile, or stiflingly breathed in Slush-lane—this
something is till the ray of GOD’S own light and justice,
however foul and dark and wo-begone the place it
penetrates.”
Feb. 2. The Stellaria media is full of frost-bitten blossoms, containing stamens, etc., still and
half-grown buds. Apparently it never rests.

February 3, Thursday, 1853: Harriet Martineau derogated Charlotte Brontë’s VILLETTE, an astonishing piece
of writing, her finest novel, in the Daily News:
All the female characters, in all their thoughts and
lives, are full of one thing, or are regarded by the
reader in the light of that one thought — love.
It begins with the child of six years old, at the
opening –a charming picture– and it closes with it at
the last page; and, so dominant is this idea — so
incessant is the writer’s tendency to describe the need
of being loved, that the heroine who tells her own
story, leaves the reader at last under the uncomfortable
impression of her having either entertained a double
love, or allowed one to supersede another without
notification of the transition. It is not thus in real
life. There are substantial, heartfelt interests for
women of all ages, and under ordinary circumstances,
quite apart from love.
(The author would be deeply wounded and, with an angry exchange of letters, their friendship would end.)
The American side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi went back to sea to complete its voyage into Far
Eastern waters.

Feb. 3. Saw three ducks
in the river. They resort to those parts necessarily which are
open, which are near the houses. I always see them in the fall as long as the river and ponds are open,
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and, that being the case all this winter (almost), they have not all gone further south. The shallow
and curving part of the river behind Cheney’s being open all this winter, they are confined for the
most part to this, in this neighborhood.
The thickest ice I have seen this winter is full nine inches.

February 18, Friday, 1853: Ernest Francisco Fennolosa –the Harvard College scholar who would convey a
misunderstanding of Chinese characters 1st to Waldo Emerson and then, as of 1913, to Ezra Pound– was born.
While walking on one of the city walls in Vienna, Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria was stabbed twice
in the neck by János Libényi, a Hungarian nationalist. The assailant was subdued by others nearby (both of
whom would be raised to the nobility), and would eventually be executed (Franz Joseph would survive).
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi came to anchor at the island of Mauritius. The steamer HBM
Styx and the screw steamer Mauritius arrived following a rough passage. William Speiden, Jr. would be able
to visit the countryside, the Old Church, and the botanical gardens there, and socialize on shore, until the 23d.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 18TH]
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February 25, Friday, 1853: Moncure Daniel Conway arrived in Boston by train, presumably penniless or
nearly so since his Southern slavemaster daddy, the judge, had cut him off without a cent, and immediately
participated in a train collision at 40 miles per hour in which a number of people were injured. Dusting off his
trousers and retrieving his luggage, he was able to walk away cracking jokes in regard to the “fast” state of
Massachusetts. Get the jokes out of your system, boy, you’re going to be a Reverend again right soon.37

The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi left the island of Mauritius and was voyaging again into Far
Eastern waters.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 25TH]

37. Conway’s journal for the critical years 1851, 1852, and 1853, never published, is now present on the internet in holograph image
at http://deila.dickinson.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ownwords&CISOPTR=23390
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March 11, Friday, 1853: On this day and the following 2 days additional US forces were landing in Nicaragua,
to protect American lives and interests during political disturbances there.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
The town marshal of San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua arrived at the site of the illegally built facilities of
Cornelius Vanderbilt’s Accessory Transit Company, to evict them. The town had in fact not only provided an
alternate site but also offered to pay moving costs. The recently arrived U.S. Marines prevented this town
marshal from performing his duties.
The magnificently be-cannoned American side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi reached Point de Galle of
the Island of Ceylon (Sri Lanka), and locals brought aboard “precious stones, jewelry, work boxes, shells and
may other things for sale and trade,” including objects crafted from ebony and ivory.
An unsigned paragraph appeared in Frederick Douglass’ Paper:
MRS. PARTINGTON is said to have anxiously asked if Uncle
Tom is a better man than Enoch, of Biblical memory.
She grounds her reasons for making this inquiry, upon
the fact that she has heard that Uncle Tom has been
translated seven times, while Enoch was translated but
once.
Henry Thoreau wrote to George William Curtis about the whereabouts of the manuscript he had submitted to
Putnam’s Monthly Magazine of American Literature, Science and Art:
TIMELINE OF CANADA

To: Geo. Curtis
From: HDT
Date: 3/11/53
Concord Mar. 11 ’53
Mr Curtis,
Together with the MS
of my Cape Cod adventures Mr Putnam sends me only 70 or 80 pages of
the “Canada”, all which having been
printed is of course of no use to me.
He states that “the remainder of the
MSS seems to have been lost at the
printers’.” You will not be surprised
if I wish to know if it actually is lost,
and if reasonable pains have been
taken to recover it. Supposing that
Mr P. may not have had an
opportunity to consult you respecting
its whereabouts –or have thought

^ the first (out of 200)
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it of importance enough to inquire
after particularly– I write again
to you to whom I entrusted it to assure you that it is of more value to me than may appear.
With your leave I will improve
this opportunity to acknowledge the
receipt of another cheque from Mr–
Putnam.
I trust that if we ever have
any intercourse hereafter it may be somePage 2
thing more cheering than this
curt business kind.
Yrs
Henry D. Thoreau
Thoreau was being written to by Horace Greeley in New-York.

To: HDT
From: Horace Greeley
Date: 3/11/53
New York,
March, 11, 1853.
Dear Sir:
I have yours of the
9th, enclosing Putnam’s
check for $59, making
$79 in all you have paid
me. I am paid in full, and
this letter is your receipt in
full. I don’t want any [pay]
for my ‘services,’ [whatever]
they may have been consider
me your friend who wished
to serve you, however unsuccessfully. Don’t break with
Curtis or Putnam.
Yours
H.D. Thoreau.
Horace Greeley.
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[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MARCH 11TH]

March 13, Sunday, 1853: Moncure Daniel Conway met Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.38
William Speiden, Jr. visited a Buddhist temple on the Island of Ceylon (Sri Lanka), which would later be
pictured in the official report of the expedition. He noted “Having never seen one before I was quite anxious
to see this, although I expect to see several more on our travel to China.”
The 1,021-ton 180x36-foot clipper ship Northern Light with Captain Freeman Hatch of Eastham,
Massachusetts at the helm, had agreed to a speed contest with the clipper Contest bound for New-York.
The Contest had departed San Francisco Bay on the previous day, and on this day the Northern Light left San
Francisco for Boston (however, to its advantage, it would be traveling entirely without cargo).

38. You must realize, we’re dealing here with a natural aristocrat, and with a person possessing name recognition. Moncure, plus
Daniel, plus Conway, equaled somebody. The boy might be virtually penniless and without apparent connections, but he was white
and from Virginia, and the dispossessed son of a rich and highly regarded slaveholder. During this period he was also able to meet
the Reverend William Henry Furness, the Reverend Ephraim Peabody, the Reverend John G. Palfrey, Bronson Alcott, James Russell
Lowell, and the Reverend Jared Sparks.
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Henry Thoreau made an entry in his journal that he was later to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT
PROFIT” It would be combined with an entry made in January 1851 to form the following:

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

[Paragraph 38] Perhaps I am more than usually jealous with respect to
my freedom. I feel that my connection with and obligation to society
are still very slight and transient. Those slight labors which afford me
a livelihood, and by which it is allowed that I am to some extent
serviceable to my contemporaries, are as yet commonly a pleasure to
me, and I am not often reminded that they are a necessity. So far I am
successful; and he only is successful in his business who makes that
pursuit which affords him the purest and highest pleasure, also afford
his body a maintenance. But I foresee that if my wants should be much
increased, the labor required to supply them would become a
drudgery. If I should sell both my forenoons and afternoons to society,
as most appear to do, I am sure that for me there would be nothing left
worth living for. I trust that I shall never thus sell my birth-right for a
mess of pottage.1 “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?”2 The great art of life is how to turn the
surplus life of the soul into life for the body. The poet, for instance,
must sustain his body by his poetry. All enterprises must be selfsupporting in this sense—must pay for themselves. You must get your
living by loving. But as it is said of the merchants that ninety-seven in
a hundred fail3—so the life of men generally, tried by this standard, is
a failure—and bankruptcy may be surely prophesied. To inherit
property is not to be born but to be still-born rather. To be supported
by the charity of friends or a government pension—provided you
continue to breathe—is to go into the almshouse. On Sundays the poor
debtor goes to church to take an account of stock and finds, of course,
that his outgoes have been greater than his income. In the Catholic
church, especially, they go into chancery—make a clean confession—
give up all—and think to start again. Thus men will lie on their backs
talking about the fall of man and never make an effort to get up.

1. GENESIS 25:32-34
2. MARK 8:36 Bradley P. Dean has emended the manuscript copy-text from ‘What shall it profit
&c’ by completing the sentence and adding the quotation marks.
3. Here Thoreau refers to his own book, WALDEN, pages 32-33. He uses the figure “ninety-nine
in a hundred” in the journal source of this passage. J. Lyndon Shanley notes the same change in
the WALDEN manuscripts (THE MAKING OF WALDEN [Chicago: U. of Chicago P., 1957],
page 35).

Bradley P. Dean has emended the above manuscript copy-text by capitalizing ‘Sunday’ in this sentence and by
adding the words ‘account of stock and finds, of course, that his outgoes have been greater’, which were
apparently trimmed from the manuscript before it was mounted and bound into set 167 of the Manuscript
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Edition. Authority for these emendations is derived from an intermediate lecture-draft manuscript at Harvard
University (bMS Am 278.5 [20D]; see Dean, “Sound of a Flail,” pages 318-20, for a transcription) and “Life
without Principle”13. As this article was going to press, he discovered the manuscript which serves as copytext for most of “What Shall It Profit” 38 and all of “What Shall It Profit” 39 at NBiSU. The information from
the NBiSU manuscript has been incorporated into the text and notes of this article with only one exception:
‘point-blank shots’ in the first sentence of “What Shall It Profit” 39 is an emendation of ‘point blank-shots’ in
the manuscript copy-text. Authority for this emendation is derived from an intermediate lecture-draft
manuscript at Harvard University (bMS Am 278.5 [20D]; see Dean, “Sound of a Flail,” pages 432-35, for a
transcription) and “Life without Principle” 14.

March 13. 6 A.M. — To Cliffs.
There begins to be a greater depth of saffron in the morning sky. The morning and evening horizon
fires are warmer to the eye. I go to the Cliffs to hear if any new spring birds have arrived, for not,
only they are more sure to sing in the morning, but it is stiller and you can hear them better then. I
hear only crows and blue jays and chickadees [Chicadee, Black-capped Parus atricapillus
Titmouse, Titmice] lisping. Excepting a few bluebirds and larks [Eastern
Meadowlark
Sturnella magna (Lark)], no spring birds have come, apparently. The woods are
still. But what was that familiar spring sound from the pine wood across the river, a sharp vetter
vetter vetter vetter, like some woodpecker , or possibly nuthatch? Yet I thought it the voice of the
bird and not a tapping. It reminds me of the pine warbler (?), if that is it. I see the nuphar pushing up
faintly, and I see some of my little gnats of yesterday in the morning sun, somewhat mosquito-like.
P.M. — No sap flows yet from my hole in the white maple by the bridge. Found on the Great Fields
a fragment of Indian soapstone ware, which, judging from its curve and thinness, for a vestige of the
rim remains, was a dish of the form and size of a saucer, only three times as thick. Listening for early
birds, I hear a faint tinkling sound in the leafless woods, as if a piece of glass rattled against a stone.
All enterprises must be self-supporting, must pay for themselves. The great art of life is how to turn
the surplus life of the soul into life for the body, — that so the life be not a failure. For instance, a
poet must sustain his body with his poetry. As is said of the merchants, in ninety-nine cases out of a
hundred the life of men is a failure, and bankruptcy may be surely prophesied. You must get your
living by loving. To be supported by the charity of friends or a government pension is to go into the
almshouse. To inherit property is not to be born, — is to be still-born rather. And the other, as I said,
provided you continue to breathe, is to go into the almshouse. On Sundays the poor debtor goes to
church to take an account of stock, and finds his outgoes greater than his income. In the Catholic
Church especially they go into chancery. As is the sun to the vegetable, so is virtue to the bodily
health.

March 15, Tuesday, 1853: The San Joaquin, California Republican printed a letter from Little York:
Little York is not a capital, Mr. Editor, although every way
worthy of such a distinction. It is situate in the centre of a
very large township of that name, which said township (for
having examined carefully the records of the county of Nevada I
am able to give accurate information) is bounded on the north
by Tukee Ridge, on the south by the waters of Green Horn,
following the same until it empties into Bear River, thence up
the main branch of Bear River, as far as the Devil’s Elbow,
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thence due east until it strikes the eastern boundary of the
State of California etc. to the place of beginning. It includes
within this fine domain (of unaccountable hills and rocky
canyons) the rich diggings of Gold Springs, Little York, Hell’s
Delight, Red Dog, Guadalupe, Green Horn, and Missouri Hill. As
to the number of square acres contained within the area of this
notable township, history is most treasonably silent.
The diggings about here are quite deep. Occasionally the miner
must either dig half the mountain down or burrow into its bowels
by means of a tunnel. At Red Dog where there is something of a
rush just now, they sink a shaft about thirty feet and then
commence their coyoting. This of course is quite expressive, but
when the boys do find the dirt, they make a pile in a few days.
I am led to believe that the country is not more than half
prospected hereabouts. New diggings are being discovered every
day, and the portion of country now worked in comparison to the
immense waste now idle.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi reached Singapore, where William Speiden, Jr. noted that
“There are some ten or twelve Chinese Junks in Port, the first I have ever seen.”
In his journal, Henry Thoreau quoted from Captain John Smith’s 1632 THE GENERALL HISTORIE OF VIRGINIA,
NEW-ENGLAND, AND THE SUMMER ISLES: WITH THE NAMES OF THE ADVENTURERS, PLANTERS, AND
GOVERNOURS FROM THEIR FIRST BEGINNING ANO: 1584. TO THIS PRESENT 1624. WITH THE PROCEDINGS OF
THOSE SEVERALL COLONIES AND THE ACCIDENTS THAT BEFELL THEM IN ALL THEIR JOURNYES AND
DISCOVERIES. ALSO THE MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THOSE COUNTRYES, THEIR COMMODITIES,
PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT, CUSTOMES, AND RELIGION YET KNOWNE. DIVIDED INTO SIXE BOOKES. BY
CAPTAINE IOHN SMITH, SOMETYMES GOVERNOUR IN THOSE COUNTRYES & ADMIRALL OF NEW ENGLAND:

March 15. There were few colder nights last winter than the last. The water in the flowerstand containing my pet tortoise froze solid, — completely enveloping him, though I had a fire in
my chamber all the evening, — also that in my pail pretty thick. But the tortoise, having been thawed
out on the stove, leaving the impression of his bade shell in the ice, was even more lively than ever.
His efforts at first had been to get under his chip, as if to go into the mud. To-day the weather is
severely and remarkably cold. It is not easy to keep warm in my chamber. I have not taken a more
blustering walk the past winter than this afternoon. (says he has heard a striped squirrel and seen a
water-bug, (Gyrinus), — it must have been on Saturday (12th). Ice froze just hard enough to hear
last night, - about an inch thick. In the woods beyond Peter’s we heard our dog, a large
Newfoundland dog — barking at something — & going forward were amused to see him barking
while he retreated with fear at that black oak with remarkable excrescence — which had been cut
off just above it — leaving it like some misshapen idol about the height of a man. Though we set
him onto it — he did not venture within 3 or four rods. I would not have believed that he would
notice any such strange thing.
Organization, —how it prevails! After a little discipline, we study with love and reverence the forms
of disease as healthy organisms. The fungi have a department in the science of botany. Who can
doubt but that they too are fungi lower in the scale which he sees on the wick of his lamp!
Notwithstanding this day is so cold that I keep my ears covered, the sidewalks melt in the sun, such
is its altitude. The coldness of the air blown from the icy northwest prevails over the heat of the sun.
The Bermudas are said to have been first discovered by a Spanish ship of that name, which was
wrecked on them — “which till then for six thousand years had been nameless,” says John Smith —
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“no place known hath better walls, nor a broader ditch.” The English did not stumble upon them in
their voyages to Virginia & the first English man who was yet ever in them was wrecked on them in
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1593— yet at the very first planting of them in 1612 with some 60 persons the first Governor the
same year “built & laid the foundation of 8 or 9 forts”—(!!) to be ready one would say to entertain
the first ship company that should next be shipwrecked on to them— It would have been more
sensible to have built as many charity houses. These are the vex’d Bermoothes.
BERMUDA

March 20, Sunday, 1853: Kibitzers along the rail of the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi had an
opportunity to sight the islands of Nicobar and Sumatra.
On the other side of the earth –in Richmond, Virginia to be specific– Anthony Burns was sighted at work as
usual at his place of obligation, by a white man named William Brent who was responsible to Anthony’s owner
Mr. Charles Francis Suttle for among other duties leasing out this slave’s work to various purchasers.
Meanwhile, in Europe, Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” was writing
in his JOURNAL INTIME: “I sat up alone; two or three times I paid a visit to the children’s room. It seemed to me,
young mothers, that I understood you! sleep is the mystery of life; there is a profound charm in this darkness
broken by the tranquil light of the night-lamp, and in this silence measured by the rhythmic breathings of two
young sleeping creatures. It was brought home to me that I was looking on at a marvelous operation of nature,
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and I watched it in no profane spirit. I sat silently listening, a moved and hushed spectator of this poetry of the
cradle, this ancient and ever new benediction of the family, this symbol of creation, sleeping under the wing
of God, of our consciousness withdrawing into the shade that it may rest from the burden of thought, and of
the tomb, that divine bed, where the soul in its turn rests from life. To sleep is to strain and purify our emotions,
to deposit the mud of life, to calm the fever of the soul, to return into the bosom of maternal nature, thence to
re-issue, healed and strong. Sleep is a sort of innocence and purification. Blessed be He who gave it to the poor
sons of men as the sure and faithful companion of life, our daily healer and consoler.”
Ellery Channing walked with Henry Thoreau to the other side of the granite stone house that had been built in
Lincoln by Cyrus Pierce in 1852 for Loring Henry Austin and Mary Jane Goodwin Austin of Cambridge.

March 20. Sunday: 8 A.M. – Via Walden, Goose, Flint’s, and Beaver Ponds and the valley
of Stony Brook to the south end of Lincoln.
A rather cool and breezy morning, which was followed by milder day. We go listening for early
birds, with bread and cheese for our dinner.
(Yesterday I forgot to say I painted my boat. Spanish brown and raw oil were the ingredients. I found
the painter had sold me the brown in bard lumps as big as peas, which I could not reduce with a stick;
so I passed the whole when mixed through an old coffee-mill, which made a very good paint-mill,
catching it in an old coffeepot, whose holes I puttied up, there being a lack of vessels; and then I
broke up the coffee-mill and nailed a part over the bows to protect them, the boat is made so flat.
I had first filled the seams with some grafting-wax I had, melted.)
It was a question whether we should not go to Fair Haven to see the gulls, etc. I notice the downy,
swaddled plants now and in the fall, the fragrant life-everlasting and the ribwort, innocents born in
a cloud. Those algæ I saw the other day in John Hosmer’s ditch were the most like seaweed of
anything I have seen in the county. They made me look at the whole earth as a seashore; reminded
me of Nereids, sea nymphs, Triton, Proteus, etc., etc.; made the ditches fabulate in an older than the
arrow-headed character. Better learn this strange character which nature speaks to-day than the
Sanscrit. Books in the brooks. Saw a large dead water-bug on Walden. I suspect he came out alive.
Walden is melting apace. It has a canal two rods wide along the northerly side and the west end,
wider at the east end, yet, after running round from west to east, it does not keep the south shore, but
crosses in front or of the deep cove in a broad crack to where it started, by the ice ground. It is
glorious to behold the life and joy of this ribbon of water sparkling in the sun. The wind blows
eastward over the opaque ice, unusually hard, owing to the recent severe though transient cold, all
watered or waved like a tessellated floor, a figured carpet; yet dead, yet in vain, till it slides on to the
living water surface, where it raises a myriad brilliant sparkles on the bare face of the pond, an
expression of glee, of youth, of spring, as if it spoke the joy of the: fishes within it and of the sands
on its shore, a silvery sheen like the scales of a leuciscus, as if it were all one active fish in the spring.
It is the contrast between life and death. There is the difference between winter and spring. The bared
face of the pond sparkles with joy. How handsome the curves which the edge of the ice makes,
answering somewhat to those of the shore, but more regular, sweeping entirely round the pond, as if
defined by a vast, bold sweep!
It is evident that the English do not enjoy that contrast between winter and summer that we do, —
that there is too much greenness and spring in the winter. There is no such wonderful resurrection of
the year. Birds kindred with our first spring ones remain with them all winter, and flowers answering
to our earliest spring ones put forth there in January. In one sense they have no winter but such as
our spring. Our April is their March; our -larch, their February; our February, January, and December
are not theirs at all under any name or sign.
Those alder catkins on the west side of Walden tremble and undulate in the wind, they are so relaxed
and ready to bloom, — the most forward blossom-buds. Here and there, around the pond, within a
rod of the water, is the fisherman’s stone fireplace, with its charred brands, where he cheered and
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warmed himself and ate his lunch.
The peculiarity of to-day is that now first you perceive that dry, warm, summer-presaging scent from
dry oak and other leaves, on the sides of hills and ledges. You smell the summer from afar. The warm
[sic] makes a man young again. There is also some dryness, almost dustiness, in the roads. The
mountains are white with snow, and sure as the wind is northwest it is wintry; but now it is more
westerly. The edges of the mountains now melt into the sky. It is affecting to be put into
communication with such distant objects by the power of vision, — actually to look into rich lands
of promise. In this spring breeze, how full of life the silvery pines, probably the under sides of their
leaves. Goose Pond is wholly open. Unexpectedly dry and crispy the grass is getting in warm places.
At Flint’s Pond, gathered a handful or two of chestnuts on a sloping bank under the leaves, every one
sound and sweet, but mostly sprouting. There were none black as at C. Smith’s, proving that in such
places as this, somewhat warm and dry, they are all preserved the winter through. Now, then, new
groves of chestnuts (and of oaks?) are being born. Under these wet leaves I find myriads of the snowfleas, like powder. Some brooks are full of little wiggling creatures somewhat like caddis-worms,
stemming the stream, — food for the early fishes. The canoe birch sprouts are red or salmon-colored
lilac those of the common, but soon they cast off their salmon-colored jackets and come forth with
a white but naked look, all dangling with ragged reddish curls. What is that little bird that makes so
much use of these curls in its nest, lined with coarse grass? The snow still covers the ground on the
north side of hills, which are hard and slippery with frost.
I am surprised to find Flint’s Pond not more than half broken up. Probably it was detained by the late
short but severe cold, while Walden, being deeper, was not. Standing on the icy side, the pond
appears nearly all frozen; the breadth of open water is far removed and diminished to a streak; I say
it is beginning to break up. Standing on the water side (which in Flint’s is the middle portion), it
appears to be but bordered with ice, and I say there is ice still left in the pond.
Saw a bluish-winged beetle or two. In a stubble-field east of Mt. Tabor, started up a pack (though for
number, about twenty, it may have been a bevy) of quail [Northern Bobwhite Colinus
virginianus], which went off to some young pitch pines, with a whir like a shot, the plump, round
birds. The redpolls are still numerous. On the warm, dry cliff, looking south over Beaver Pond, I was
surprised to see a large butterfly, black with buff-edged wings, so tender a creature to be out so early,
and, when alighted, opening and shutting its wings. What does it do these frosty nights? Its chrysalis
must have hung in some sunny nook of the rocks. Born to be food for some early bird.
Cutting a maple for a bridge over Lily Brook, I was rejoiced to see a sap falling in large, clear drops
from the wound.

March 23, Wednesday, 1853: Marietta Alboni opened in Don Pasquale at Nible’s Theater on Manhattan.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi came to anchor in the Straits of Malacca, Malaysia.
Henry Thoreau made an interesting comment in his journal about the purpose for the study of the products of
normal science: “One studies books of science merely to learn the language of naturalists — to be able to
communicate with them—”

March 23: 5 A.M. — I hear the robin [American Robin
I rise.
6 A.M. — Up the North River.
A fresh, cool spring morning.

Turdus migratorius] sing before
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The white maple may perhaps be said to begin to blossom to-day, — the male, —for the stamens,
both anthers and filaments, are conspicuous on some buds. It has opened unexpectedly, and a rich
sight it is, looking; up through the expanded buds to the sky. This and the aspen are the first trees
that ever grow large, I believe, which show the influence of the season thus conspicuously. From
Nawshawtuct I see the snow is off the mts. A large aspen by the Island is unexpectedly forward. I
already see the red anthers appearing. It will bloom in a day or two.
My boat is very good to float and go before the wind, but it has not run enough to it, — if that is the
phrase, — but lugs too much dead water astern. However, it is all the steadier for it. Methinks it will
not be a bad sailer. I have seen for a week past fresh holes in the sand made by some early burrowing
animal, prob the skunk.
One studies books of science merely to learn the language of naturalists, — to be able to
communicate with them. The frost in swamps and meadows makes it good walking there still. Away,
away to the swamps, where the silver catkins of the swamp willow shine a quarter of a mile off —
those southward-penetrating vales of Rupert’s Land.
The birds which are merely migrating or tarrying here for a season are especially gregarious now, —
the redpoll [Fringilla (or F.) or linaria (Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea) (or Lesser
Redpoll or Red-crown)], Fringilla hyemalis [Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis], fox-colored
sparrow [Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca (Fox-colored Sparrow or cinnamon sparrow)], etc. The
white maples appear to be confined to the bank of the river.
I judge by the dead bodies of frogs, partially devoured, in brooks and ditches that many are killed in
their hybernacula.
Evelyn and others wrote when the language was in a tender, nascent state and could be moulded to
express the shades of meaning; when sesquipedalian words, long since cut and apparently dried and
drawn to mill, — not yet to the dictionary lumber-yard, — put forth a fringe of green sprouts here
and there along in the angles of their rugged bark, their very bulk insuring some sap remaining; some
florid suckers they sustain at least. Which cords, split into shingles and laths, will supply poets for
ages to come. A man can’t ask properly for a piece of bread and butter without some animal spirits.
A child can’t cry without them.
P.M. — To Howard’s meadow.
The telegraph harp sounds more commonly, now that westerly, winds prevail. The winds of winter
are too boisterous, too violent or rude, and do not strike it at the right angle when I walk, so that it
becomes one of the spring sounds.
NB The ice went out of Walden this forenoon; of Flint’s Pond day before yesterday, I have no doubt.
Methinks I see a more reddish chestnut sparrow, with distinct whiter lines and two white feathers in
tail, or is this the song sparrow [Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia (melodia)]? With a faint,
tinkling cheep. Grass or bay-winged finch [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus (Bay-wing or
White-in-tail or Grass Finch or Grass-bird)]? or could it have been field sparrow [Field
Sparrow Spizella pusilla (Rush Sparrow or juncorum or Huckleberry-bird)] but not my seringo
[Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis (seringo or seringo-bird or passerina)]. The
pads at Howard’s meadow are very forward, more than a foot high, their tips above the water. The
cat-tail down puffs and swells in your hand like a mist, or the conjurer’s trick of filling a hat with
feathers. for when you have rubbed off but a thimbleful, and can close and conceal the wound
completely, the expanded down fills your hand to overflowing. Apparently there is a spring to the
fine elastic threads which compose the down, which, after lowing been so long closely packed, on
being the least relieved at the base, spring open apace into the form of parachutes to convey the seed
afar. Where birds or the winds or ice have assaulted them, this has spread like an eruption. Again,
when I rub off the down of its spike with my thumb, I am surprised at the sensation of warmth it
imparts to my hand, as it flushes over it magically, at the same time revealing a faint purplishcrimson tinge at the base of the down, as it rolls off and expands. It is a very pleasing experiment to
try.
The buds of the shad-blossom look green. The crimson-starred flowers of the hazel begin to peep
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out, though the catkins have not opened. The alders are almost generally in full bloom, and a very
handsome and interesting show they make with their graceful tawny Pendants, inclining to yellow.
They shake like ear-drops in the wind, perhaps the first completed ornaments with which the new
year decks herself. Their Yellow pollen is shaken down and colors my coat like sulphur as I go
through them.
I go to look for mud turtles in Heywood’s meadow. The alder catkins, just burst open, are prettily
marked spirally by streaks of yellow, contrasting with alternate rows of rich reddish-brown scales,
which make one revolution in the length of the catkin. I see trout glance (Vide amount of seed in
Tribune, Mar. 16, 1860.) alone; the brook, as indeed a month ago. I hear in Heywood’s north meadow
the most unmusical low croak from one or two frogs, though it is half ice there yet, — a remarkable
note with which to greet the new year, as if one’s teeth slid off with a grating sound in cracking a
nut, — but not a frog nor a dimple is to be seen. Man cannot afford to be a naturalist, to look at Nature
directly, but only with the side of his eye. He must look through and beyond her. To look at her is
fatal as to look at the head of Medusa. It turns the man of science to stone.39 I feel that I am dissipated
by so many observations. I should be the magnet in the midst of all this dust and filings. I knock the
back of my hand against a rock, and as I smooth back the skin, I find myself prepared to study lichens
there. I look upon man but as a fungus. I have almost a slight, dry headache as the result of all this
observing. How to observe is how to be have. O for a little Lethe! To crown all, lichens, which are
so thin, are described in the dry state, as they are most commonly, not most truly, seen. Truly, they
are dryly described.
Without being the owner of any land, I find that I have a civil right in the river, — that, if I am not a
landowner I am a water-owner. It is fitting, therefore, that I should have a boat, a cart, for this my
farm. Since it is almost wholly given up to a few of us, Awhile the other highways are much
travelled, no wonder that I improve it. Such a one as I will choose to dwell in a township where there
are most ponds and rivers and our range is widest. In relation to the river, I find my natural rights
least infringed (if it is an extensive common’ still left. Certain savage liberties still prevail in the
oldest and most civilized countries. I am pleased to find that, in Gilbert White’s day, at least, the
laborers in that part of England enjoyed certain rights of communion in the royal forest, — so called,
though no large wood, — where they cut their turf and other fuel, etc., etc., and obtained materials
for broom-making, etc., where other labor failed. It is no longer so, according to his editor. Nobody
legislates for me, for the way would be not to legislate at all.
I am surprised as well as delighted when any one wishes to know what I think. It is such a rare use
they would make of me, as if then were acquainted with the tool. Commonly, if men want anything
of me, it is only to know how many acres I make of their land, or, at most, what trivial news I have
burdened myself with. They never will go to law for my meat. They prefer the shell.
1 saw probably a milkweed down in the air, the 20th.

39. The poet W.H. Auden has in 1962 brought forward this day’s entry:

THE VIKING BOOK OF APHORISMS, A PERSONAL SELECTION BY W.H. AUDEN…
Pg

Topic

Aphorism Selected by Auden out of Thoreau

262

Science

Man cannot afford to be a naturalist, to look at nature directly, but only with the side
of his eye. He must look through her and beyond her. To look at her is as fatal as to
look at the head of Medusa. It turns the man of science to stone.
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During the last decade of his life, Thoreau visited his rivers
more than twice as often as the upland woods and lakes that he
is far better known for writing about.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 3
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He also made an entry that he was later to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT”.
It would be combined with an entry made on January 27, 1854 and an entry made on April 8, 1854 to form
the following:

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

[Paragraph3] At a lyceum, not long since, I felt that the lecturer had
chosen a theme too foreign to himself, and so failed to interest me as
much as he might have done.1 He described things not in or near to his
heart, but toward his extremities and superficies. There was, in this
sense, no truly central or centralizing thought in the lecture. I would
have had him deal with his privatest experience, as the poet does. The
greatest compliment that was ever paid me was when one asked me
what I thought, and attended to my answer. I am surprised, as well as
delighted, when this happens, it is such a rare use he would make of
me, as if he were acquainted with the tool. Commonly, if men want
anything of me, it is only to know how many acres I make of their
land,—since I am a surveyor,—or, at most, what trivial news I have
burdened myself with. They never will go to law for my meat; they
prefer the shell. A man once came a considerable distance to ask me
to lecture on Slavery; but on conversing with him, I found that he and
his clique expected seven-eighths of the lecture to be theirs, and only
one-eighth mine; so I declined. I take it for granted, when I am invited
to lecture anywhere, that there is a desire to hear what I think on some
subject, though I may be the greatest fool in the country,—and not that
I should say pleasant things merely, or such as the audience will assent
to; and I resolve, accordingly, that I will give you a strong dose of
myself.2 You have sent for me, and engaged to pay for me, and I am
determined that you shall have me, though I bore you beyond all
precedent.3
1. Thoreau drew this and the following three sentences from his journal entry of 8 April 1854.
Three days earlier Waldo Emerson lectured at the Concord Lyceum on the “foreign” subject of
“France.”
2. On authority of the Nantucket Island Inquirer, Bradley P. Dean has emended the essay copy-text
by omitting ‘—for I have had a little experience in that business,—’, which follows ‘lecture
anywhere,’; and by changing ‘them’ to ‘you’.
3. On authority of the Inquirer, Dean also emended the essay copy-text by changing the three
plural pronouns in this sentence from the 3rd to the 2nd person.

Also, on this day, Thoreau noted that Walden Pond had become clear of ice:
WALDEN: In 1845 Walden was first completely open on the 1st of
April; in ’46, the 25th of March; in ’47, the 8th of April;
in ’51, the 28th of March; in ’52, the 18th of April; in ’53,
the 23rd of March; in ’54, about the 7th of April.
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He also made an entry that he was later to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT”.
It would be combined with an entry made on January 27, 1854 and an entry made on April 8, 1854 to form
the following:
[Paragraph3] At a lyceum, not long since, I felt that the lecturer had
chosen a theme too foreign to himself, and so failed to interest me as
much as he might have done.1 He described things not in or near to his
heart, but toward his extremities and superficies. There was, in this
sense, no truly central or centralizing thought in the lecture. I would
have had him deal with his privatest experience, as the poet does. The
greatest compliment that was ever paid me was when one asked me
what I thought, and attended to my answer. I am surprised, as well as
delighted, when this happens, it is such a rare use he would make of
me, as if he were acquainted with the tool. Commonly, if men want
anything of me, it is only to know how many acres I make of their
land,—since I am a surveyor,—or, at most, what trivial news I have
burdened myself with. They never will go to law for my meat; they
prefer the shell. A man once came a considerable distance to ask me
to lecture on Slavery; but on conversing with him, I found that he and
his clique expected seven-eighths of the lecture to be theirs, and only
one-eighth mine; so I declined. I take it for granted, when I am invited
to lecture anywhere, that there is a desire to hear what I think on some
subject, though I may be the greatest fool in the country,—and not that
I should say pleasant things merely, or such as the audience will assent
to; and I resolve, accordingly, that I will give you a strong dose of
myself.2 You have sent for me, and engaged to pay for me, and I am
determined that you shall have me, though I bore you beyond all
precedent.3

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

1. Thoreau drew this and the following three sentences from his journal entry of 8 April 1854.
Three days earlier Waldo Emerson lectured at the Concord Lyceum on the “foreign” subject of
“France.”
2. On authority of the Nantucket Island Inquirer, Bradley P. Dean has emended the essay copy-text
by omitting ‘—for I have had a little experience in that business,—’, which follows ‘lecture
anywhere,’; and by changing ‘them’ to ‘you’.
3. On authority of the Inquirer, Dean also emended the essay copy-text by changing the three
plural pronouns in this sentence from the 3rd to the 2nd person.

Also, on this day, Thoreau noted that Walden Pond had become clear of ice:
WALDEN: In 1845 Walden was first completely open on the 1st of
April; in ’46, the 25th of March; in ’47, the 8th of April;
in ’51, the 28th of March; in ’52, the 18th of April; in ’53,
the 23rd of March; in ’54, about the 7th of April.

Professor Robert M. Thorson has written on page 236 of THE BOATMAN: HENRY DAVID THOREAU’S RIVER
YEARS (Cambridge: Harvard UP) that:
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From the point of view of Thoreau as a boatman, his three-river
Anthropocene landscape was an improvement over its early Puritan
condition. He never said this explicitly, but it’s pretty easy
to connect the dots between the changes that he knew were taking
place and how he liked to spend his time. When he wrote that
“all nature begins to work with new impetuosity on Monday,” he
was not being critical. The holding back of water on Sundays and
its releases on Monday morning was similar in concept to the
scheduled releases of stored water from modern dams to improve
whitewater kayaking and to restore the natural habitat of
rivers, most notably on the Colorado River. This catch-andrelease of stream water enlivened Thoreau’s daily boating
experiences by providing pulses of flow.
It did bother him that these scheduled releases forced his
fellow river creatures to observe the “christian sabbath” even
as he was trying to avoid it. When he wrote that the Assabet
River was being “emasculated & demoralized” by hydropower
development, his main lament was that Christianity had
penetrated so deeply into nature that “the very fishes find the
influence (or want of influence) of man’s religion.” The Sunday
river showed gravel bars that the weekday river did not.
The more denuded Concord’s upland landscape became, the more the
riparian forests bordering his three rivers became unfenced
sanctuaries for wildlife. These corridors became wooded commons
being enhanced by sawdust mulch, extra mineral sediment, and
higher levees consisting of uplifted meadow tufts. The higher
the water got from dams and bars, the less the gallery riparian
landscape was used for agriculture, and the more Thoreau had it
to himself. Nine years before his death, he wrote, “in relation
to the river, I find my natural rights least infringed on. It is
an extensive ‘commons’ still left.” From the boatman’s view,
such riparian woods are visually magnified by a factor of four:
two banks and two reflections.

March 26, Saturday, 1853: The Placer, California Herald reported from Downieville, that in taking a stroll a
short distance up the South Fork, “we could but notice a great number of miners at work on that stream, for a
spur of several miles. The banks appear literally lined by the hardy toilers, after the ‘filthy lucre” and upon
examining the prospects of a number of companies, and the general appearance of the diggings, we doubt not,
the summer of 53 will exceed 51.”
William Speiden, Jr. of the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi visited on shore in Malacca in company
of some of the other officers. They were guests at the home of a wealthy Chinese merchant known as Mr.
Whampoa (Ho Ah Kay) (1816-1880), who was serving as admiralty contractor for stores in Singapore and
would be appointed as the 1st Chinese Consul at Singapore.
Here is how the city of New-York was depicted, in the pages of Gleason’s Pictorial Drawing-Room
Companion, as viewed looking west from the Brooklyn shore and as viewed looking east from the New Jersey
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shore (the lines in the sky are mere artifacts of the modern copying process):

MAGAZINE

CONSULT THE WIKIPEDIA
The slave Miriam Dobbins had reached Oberlin, Ohio after fleeing Kentucky with her children and
grandchildren, including a small foster child, but this 4-year-old had become too wasted with consumption to
continue on with the group to safety in Canada. The child was left in the care of a local couple who sheltered

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
the group, and died on this day. In 1st Church, there was a funeral for him. The tombstone, to protect it, is now
being stored in the archives of Oberlin College:

LET SLAVERY PERISH
LEE HOWARD DOBBINS
A FUGITIVE SLAVE ORPHAN
BROUGHT HERE BY AN
ADOPTED MOTHER IN HER
FLIGHT TO LIBERTY

MARCH 17, 1853
LEFT HERE WASTED WITH
CONSUMPTION
FOUND A REFUGE IN DEATH

MARCH 26, 1853
AGED 4 YRS.

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
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Henry Thoreau began to use the word “honk,” not before of record in English.
(All any duck had ever been able to say in English was “quack.”) Thoreau may have borrowed this from the
Narragansett or Wampanoag term for “Canada goose,” which is Honck, or he may merely have been being his
usual inventive self. (The origin of the term “honkey” is also still in doubt.)

March 26. There is a large specimen of what I take to be the common alder by the poplar at
Egg Rock, five inches in diameter. It may be considered as beginning to bloom to-day. Some white
maples appear still as backward as the red.
Saw about 10 A.M. a gaggle of geese [Canada Goose Branta canadensis], forty-three in number,
in a very perfect harrow flying northeasterly. one side [of] the harrow was a little longer than the
other. They appeared to be four or five feet apart. At first I heard faintly, as I stood by Minott’s gate,
borne to me from the southwest through the confused sounds of the village, the indistinct honking
of geese. I was somewhat surprised to find that Mr. Loring at his house should have heard and seen
the same flock. I should think that the same flock was commonly seen and heard from the distance
of a mile east and west. It is remarkable that we commonly see geese go over in the spring about 10
o’clock in the morning, as if they were accustomed to stop for the night at some place southward
whence they reached us at that time. Goodwin saw six geese in Walden about the same time.
The scales of the alder run to leaves sometimes.

GEORGE MINOTT
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P.M. — Up Assabet to stone-heaps, in boat.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

A warm, moist, April-like afternoon, with wet-looking sky, and misty. For the first time I take oft
my coat. Everywhere are hovering over the river and floating, wrecked and struggling, on its surface,
a miller-like insect, without mealy wings, very long and narrow, six-legged with two long feelers
and, I believe, two long slender grayish wings, from my harbor to the heaps, or a couple of miles at
least, food for fishes. This was the degree and kind of warmth to bring there forth. The tortoises,
undoubtedly painted, drop now in several instances from the limbs and floating rails on which they
had come out to sun. I notice by the Island a yellow scum era the water close to the shore, which
must be the pollen of the alders just above. This, too, is perhaps food for fishes.
Up the Assabet, scared from his perch as stout hawk, — the red-tailed undoubtedly, for I saw very
plainly the cow-red when he spread his wings from off his tail (and rump?). I rowed the boat three
times within gunshot before he flew, twice within four rods, while he sat on an oak over the water,
— I think because I had two ladies with me, which was as good as bushing the boat. Each time, or
twice at least, he made a motion to fly before he started. The ends of his primaries looked very ragged
against the sky. This is the hen-hawk of the farmer, the same, probably, which I have scared off from
the Cliff so often. It was an interesting eagle-like object, as he sat upright on his perch with his back
to us, now and then looking over his shoulder, the broad-backed, flat-headed, curve-beaked bird.
Heard a pewee [Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens]. This, it seems to me, is the first true
pewee day, though they have been here some time. What is that cress-like weed in and on the edge
of the river opposite Prescott Barrett's? A fresher and more luxuriant growth of green leaf than I have
seen yet; as if it had grown in winter.
I do not perceive any fresh additions to the stone-heaps, though perhaps I did not examine carefully
enough.
Went forth just after sunset. A storm gathering, an April-like storm. I hear now in the dusk only the
song sparrow along the fences and a few hylas at a distance. And now the rattling drops compel me
to return.

April 6, Wednesday, 1853: Catholic rioters attacked a Protestant church in Cincinnati, Ohio that was hosting
a nativist rally.
After passing through “an innumerable fleet of Chinese fishing craft” the side-wheel steam frigate
USS Mississippi dropped anchor in the Ladrone Passage, China Sea.
Published in the San Joaquin, California Republican:

Chinese Letters—No. 8.
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Tse-Chong-Chee to Tsi-Chow-Choo.
CELESTIAL COUSIN: — The barbarians here are the most arrant
gossippers in the world. The common people learn it from their
betters, and it is made a matter of science, so far as these
savages can reduce anything to science. The chief Mandarin
gathers around him once a year, a certain proportion of his blood
relations, who practise talking for months together. This
Mandarin commands that these talkers be selected on a given day
throughout the State, by a curious and mysterious mode which
they style an election. At this, a great deal of pains is taken
by a multitude of spies and directors, of various grades and
complicated duties, to prevent any but the blooded kindred of
the Mandarin, most glib and incessant talkers among it, from
being elected.
You would be astonished as much at the turmoil and excitement
this matter creates, as you will be at so ridiculous a custom.
And from the accusation and recrimination publicly 1 made
against all the candidates, I am sure that among savages, as
among civilized men, the best talkers are commonly the worst men
and the poorest thinkers. The persons thus selected from the
kindred of the chief, at a set season in the year, all assemble
at his domicile, and organize very formally, (for savages,) and
in due form go to talking. All manner of topics, from the most
ridiculous to the most serious, are discussed in this way. Every
subject matter of intrigue and faction, which split and divided
them in the intermission, is debated with great rancor and
violence. All the old sores are laid open afresh, and
mercilessly do they lampoon one another. This is their mode of
consultation; it is after this fashion that they legislate. It
is something curious that they never interchange opinions, or
advise with each other. Each man gets up and makes a studied
harangue, or set speech; and then another gets up and does the
same thing. In this way they go on for several moons. Their
speeches, I am told by those who pretend to understand them, are
remarkable for their discussion of almost everything past,
present and to come, save the exact subject which they fix upon
as the matter to be talked about. For instance, if they say they
will talk about navigable streams — they make navigation be by
talk, not by propelling ships on water — they will talk essays
on moral philosophy, political ethics and economy; and with
great labor and thorough minuteness review the character of
their factions and party strifes, of which they have more than
you can think; and also the worth and discredit of the
individuals composing them. I do not know whether this
irrelevant trash, which is re-casted with much vociferation and
bombast, is made the theme of their speeches because they have
no knowledge of any specific measure or policy, or whether it
is because their talk would soon give out if they were confined
to the merits of the subjects proposed. But I think it is for
want of capacity and knowledge to comprehend any given thing;
for surely the multitude of their topics is innumerable. So
great is the rage of this people for gossip, that they not only
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have these assemblages for State scandal, but they have a great
number of inferior societies devoted to the same object. And
these not sufficing, they have an order of men who devote their
entire life-time and energies to picking up from the common
clamor of this clamorous people every idle tale that is told,
and printing it, and sending abroad for every one to read who
can either pay for the paper or beg it from some one who does
pay for it. You would be surprised at the number of these telltale sheets; for there are not only hundreds but thousands of
these papers all over the land, filled with every imaginable
sort of story and discussion, and no little smut and defamation.
The eagerness of this order of men to pick up tales and
marvellous stories, is only matched by the greediness with which
the people read the idle and silly contents of their
publications. One of these men who I think is a first cousin of
the Mandarin, and a sort of special caterer for him and his kin
whom he gets around him to talk annually, has picked up the rough
drafts of my letters in the streets, into which I had swept them,
not supposing any of this savage race could make them out, and
has given to the gaping public translations of them; and all
this without knowing or caring a copper about who I was! But
such translations! I wish it were in my power to send a
translation of the translations. Every sublime idea, magnificent
thought, apt metaphor and splendid sentiment -- all, all,
Instead of commingling, sparkling, vivifying and instructing,
as in the original, are naked, and coarse, and unsuggesSive as
the vacant stare of a denuded barbarian. Holy Confucius, what a
mess! And yet, doubtless, if I met the fellow, and were to get
gracious with him, (that is, take a drink at his expense,) he
would confidentially insinuate to me that I was a very famous
individual; but notice that I owed it all to his remarkable and
singular sagacity and good taste in publishing to the world my
letters to you.
Your illustrious kinsman, Tsi-Chow-Choo.
April 6: 6 A.M. – To Cliffs.
The robin [American Robin Turdus migratorius] is the singer at present, such is its power and
universality, being found both in garden and wood. Morning and evening it does not fail, perched on
some elm or the like, and in rainy days it is one long morning or evening. The song sparrow [Song
Sparrow Melospiza melodia] is still more universal but not so powerful. The lark [Eastern
Meadowlark Sturnella magna (Lark)], too, is equally constant, morning and evening, but
confined to certain localities, as is the blackbird
to some extent. The bluebird [Bluebird,
Eastern Sialia sialis], with feebler but not less sweet warbling, helps fill the air, and the phœbe [
Bridge Pewee (Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe)] does her part. The tree sparrow, F. hyemalis
[Tree Sparrow, American Spizella arborea)], and fox-colored sparrows [Fox
Sparrow Passerella iliaca (Fox-colored Sparrow)] make the meadow-sides or gardens where
they are flitting vocal, the first with its canary-like twittering, the second with its lively ringing trills
or jingle. The third is a very sweet and more powerful singer, which would be memorable if we heard
him long enough. The woodpecker’s
tapping, though not musical, suggests pleasant associations
in the cool morning, — is inspiriting, enlivening.
I hear no hylas nor croakers in the morning. Is it too cool for them? The gray branches of the oaks,
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which have lost still more of their leaves, seen against the pines when the sun is rising and falling on
them, how rich and interesting!
From Cliffs see on the still water under the hill, at the outlet of the pond, two ducks
sailing, partly
white. Hear the faint, swelling, far-off beat of a partridge [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus
(Partridge)].

CURRENT YOUTUBE VIDEO
Saw probably female red-wings [Red-wing (Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus)] (?),
grayish or dark ashy-brown, on an oak in the wood., with a male (?) whose red shoulder did not
appear.
How many walks along the brooks I take in the string! What shall I call them? Lesser riparial
excursions? Prairial? rivular?
When I came out there was not a speck of mist in the sky, but the morning without a cloud is not the
fairest. Now, 8.30 A.M., it rains. Such is April.
A male willow, apparently same with that at H.’s Bridge, or No. 2, near end of second tract on west.
Another male by ring-post on east side, long cylindrical catkins, now dark with scales, which are
generally more rounded than usual and reddish at base and not lanceolate, turning backwards in
blossom and exposing their sides or breasts to the sun, from which side burst forth fifty or seventyfive long white stamens like rays, tipped with yellow anthers which at first were reddish above, —
spears to be embraced by invisible Arnold Winkelrieds; — reddish twigs and clear gray beneath.
These last colors, especially, distinguish it from Nos. 1 and 2. Also a female, four or five rods north
of last, just coming into bloom, with very narrow tapering catkins, lengthening already, some to an
inch and a half, ovaries conspicuously stalked; very downy twigs, more reddish and rough than last
below. If we consider the eagle
as a large hawk , how he falls in our estimation!
Our new citizen Sam Wheeler has a brave new weathercock all gilt on his new barn. This morning
at sunrise it reflected the sun so brightly that I thought it was a house on fire in Acton, though I saw
no smoke, but that might well be omitted. The flower-buds of the red maple have very red inner
scales, now being more and more exposed, which color the tree-tops a great distance off.
P.M. — To Second Division Brook.
Near Clamshell Hill, I scare up in succession four pairs of good-sized brown or grayish-brown
ducks . They go off with a loud squeaking quack. Each pair is by itself. One pair on shore some
rods from the water. Is not the object of the quacking to give notice of danger to the rest who cannot
see it?
All along under the south side of this hill on the edge of the meadow, the air resounds with the hum
of honey-bees, attracted by the flower of the skunk-cabbage. I first heard the fine, peculiarly sharp
hum of the honey-bee before I thought of them. Some hummed hollowly within the spathes,
perchance to give notice to their fellows that plant was occupied, for they repeatedly looked in, and
backed out on finding another. It was surprising to see them, directed by their instincts to these
localities, while the earth has still but a wintry aspect so far as vegetation is concerned, buzz around
some obscure spathe close to the ground, well knowing what they were about, then alight and enter.
As the cabbages were very numerous for thirty or forty rods, there must have been some hundreds
of bees there at once, at least. I watched many when they entered and came out, and they all had little
yellow pellets of pollen at their thighs. As the skunk-cabbage comes out before the willow, it is
probable that the former is the first flower they visit. It is the more surprising, as the flower is for the
most part invisible within the spathe. Some of these spathes are now quite large and twisted up like
cows’ horns, not curved over as usual. Commonly they make a pretty little crypt or shrine for the
flower, like the overlapping door of a tent. It must be bee-bread (?), then, they are after. Lucky that
this flower does not flavor their honey. I have noticed for a month or more the bare ground sprinkled
here and there with several kinds of fungi, now conspicuous, — the starred kind, puffballs, etc. Now
it is fair, and the sun shines, though it shines and rains with short intervals to-day. I do not see so
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much greenness in the grass as I expected, though a considerable change. No doubt the rain
exaggerates a little by showing all the greenness there is! The thistle is now ready to wear the raindrops.
I see, in J.P. Brown’s field, by Nut Meadow Brook, where a hen has been devoured by a hawk
probably. The feathers whiten the ground. They cannot carry a large fowl very far from the farmyard,
and when driven off are frequently baited and caught in a trap by the remainder of their quarry. The
gooseberry has not yet started. I cannot describe the lark’s song. I used these syllables in the morning
to remember it by — heetar-su-e-oo. The willow in Miles’s Swamp which resembles No. 2 not fairly
in blossom yet. Heard unusual notes from, I think, a chickadee [Chicadee, Black-capped Parus
atricapillus Titmouse, Titmice] in the swamp, elicited, probably, by the love season, - che che vet,
accent on last syllable, and vissa viss a viss, the last sharp and fine. Yet the bird looked more slender
than the common titmouse [Titmouse, Titmice (Black-capped Chicadee Parus atricapillus)],
with a longer tail, which jerked a little, but it seemed to be the same bird that sang phebe and hephebe so sweetly. The woods rang with this. Nuttall says it is the young that phebe in winter. I
noticed some aspens (tremuliformis) of good size there, which have no flowers!
The first lightning I remember this year was in the rain last evening, quite bright; and the thunder
following very low, after. A thunder-shower in Boston yesterday.
One cowslip, though it shows the yellow, is not fairly out, but will be by to-morrow. How they
improve their time! Not a moment of sunshine lost. One thing I may depend on: there has been no
idling with the flowers. They advance as steadily as a clock. Nature loses not a moment. tubes no
vacation. These plants, now protected by the water, just peeping forth. I should not be surprised to
find that they drew in their head in a frosty night. Returning by Harrington’s, saw a pigeon
woodpecker [Yellow-shafted Flicker Colaptes auratus (Golden-winged Woodpecker or
Pigeon Woodpecker)] flash away, showing the rich golden under side of its glancing wings and the
large whitish spot on its back, and presently I heard its familiar long-repeated loud note, almost
familiar as that of a barn-door fowl, which it somewhat resembles. The robins , too, now toward
sunset, perched on the old apple trees in Tarbell’s orchard, twirl forth their evening lays unweariedly.
Is that a willow, the low bush from the fireplace ravine which from the lichen oak, fifty or sixty rods
distant, shows so red in the westering sunlight? More red, I find, by far than close at hand. To-night
for the first time I hear the hylas in full blast.
1s that pretty little reddish-leaved star-shaped plant by the edge of water a different species of
hypericum from the perforatum?

THOREAU AS
ORNITHOLOGIST
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April 7, Thursday, 1853: Dr. John Snow used chloroform on Queen Victoria for the birth of Prince Leopold.
This event would effectively remove much of the stigma then associated with pain relief in childbirth in Great
Britain.
ANESTHESIA

The cornerstone for a US Marine Hospital was set in place at Rincon Point in San Francisco.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi came to anchor somewhere in the vicinity of Macao and Victoria
Island, Hong Kong.
Henry Thoreau and Ellery Channing went down the Concord River by boat to Bedford, Massachusetts.
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April 7: 6 A.M. — I did not notice any bees on the willows I looked at yesterday, though so
many on the cabbage.
The white-bellied swallows [Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor (White-bellied Swallow)]
advertise themselves this morning, dashing up the street, and two have already come to disturb the
bluebirds [Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis] at our box. Saw and heard this morning, on a small elm
and the wall by Badger’s, a sparrow (?), seemingly somewhat slaty-brown and lighter beneath,
whose note began loud and clear, twee-tooai, etc., etc., ending much like the field sparrow [Field
Sparrow Spizella pusilla (Rush Sparrow)]. Was it a female F. hyemalis [Dark-eyed
Junco Junco hyemalis (Slate-colored Sparrow or Snow-bird)]? Or a field [Field
Sparrow Spizella pusilla (Rush Sparrow or juncorum or Huckleberry-bird)], or a swamp
[Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana], sparrow? Saw no white in tail. Also saw a small, plain,
warbler-like bird for a moment, which I did not recognize.
10 A.M. — Down river in boat to Bedford, with C.
“Downriver,” “To Great Meadow,” and “To Hill” signified a
northward trip down the Concord River below the triple point of
the confluence. After passing through a straight reach aligned
by the local bedrock strike, arched by two bridges, and flanked
by gravel bars of historic sediment that were repeatedly
dredged, he entered the north side of Great Meadow. Bounded by
the site of the Old North Bridge to the southwest and Ball’s
Hill to the northeast, it was two miles long and half a mile
across. When in flood, the meadow was his favorite inland sea
to sail upon because the wind was least impeded and the waves
were highest.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11

A windy, but clear, sunny day; cold wind from northwest. Notice a white maple with almost all the
staminate flowers above or on the top, most of the stamens now withered, before the red maple has
blossomed. Another maple, all or nearly all female. The staminiferous flowers look light yellowish,
the female dark crimson. These white maples’ lower branches droop quite low, striking the head of
the rower, and curve gracefully upward at the ends. Another sucker, the counterpart of the one I saw
the other day, tail gone, but not purpled snout, being fresher. Is it the work of a gull or of the spearer?
Do not the suckers chiefly attract the gulls at this season?
River has risen from last rains, and we cross the Great Meadows, scaring up many ducks
at a great
distance, some partly white, some apparently black, some brownish(?). It is Fast-Day, and many
gunners are about the shore, which makes them shy. I never cross the meadow at this season without
seeing ducks. That is probably a marsh hawk [Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus], flying low over
the water and then skirting the meadow’s copsy edge, when abreast, from its apparently triangular
wings, reminding me of a smaller gull [Common Tern Sterna hirundo (Mackerel Gull or SeaSwallow)]. Saw more afterward. A hawk
above Ball’s Hill which, though with a distinct white
rump, I think was not the harrier but sharp-shinned [Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipter striatus],
from its broadish, mothlike form, light and slightly spotted beneath, with head bent downward,
watching for prey. A great gull, though it is so fair and the wind northwest, fishing over the flooded
meadow. He slowly circles round and hovers with flapping wings in the air over particular spots,
repeatedly returning there and sailing quite low over the water, with long, narrow, pointed wings,
trembling throughout their length. Hawks
much about water at this season.
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If you make the least correct observation of nature this year, you will have occasion to repeat it with
illustrations the next, and the season and life itself is prolonged.
I am surprised to see how much in warm places the high blueberry buds are started, some reddish,
some greenish, earlier now than any gooseberries I have noticed. Several painted tortoises; no doubt
have been out a long time.
Walk in and about Tarbell’s Swamp. Heard in two distinct places a slight, more prolonged croak,
somewhat like the toad. This? Or a frog? It is a warmer sound than I have heard yet, as if dreaming
outdoors were possible.
Many spotted tortoises are basking amid the dry leaves in the sun, along the side of a still, warm ditch
cut through the swamp. They make a great rustling a rod ahead, as they make haste through the
leaves to tumble into the water. The flower-buds of the andromeda here are ready to open, almost.
Yet three or four rods off from all this, on the edge of the swamp, under a north hillside, is a long
strip of ice five inches thick for ten or twelve rods. The first striped snake crawling off through leaves
in the sun.
Crossed to Bedford side to see where [they] had been digging out (probably) a woodchuck.
How handsome the river from those hills! The river southwest over the Great Meadows a sheet of
sparkling molten silver, with broad lagoons parted from it by curving lines of low bushes; to the right
or northward now, at 2 or 3 P.M., a dark blue, with small smooth, light edgings, firm plating, under
the lee of the shore. Fly-like bees buzzing about, close to the dry, barren hillside.
The only large catkins I notice along the riverside are on the recent yellow-green shoots from the
stump of what looks like the ordinary early swamp willow, which is common, — near by almost
wholly grayish and stinted and scarcely opening yet. Small bee-like wasps (?) and flies are numerous
on them, not flying when you stand never so close. A large leech in the water, serpentine this wise,
as the snake is not.

Approach near to Simon Brown’s ducks , on river. They are continually bobbing their heads under
water in a shallow part of the meadow — more under water than above. I infer that the wild employ
themselves likewise. You are most struck with the apparent ease with which they glide away, — not
seeing the motion of their feet, — as by their wills.
As we stand on Nawshawtuct at 5 P.M., looking over the meadows, I doubt if there is a town more
adorned by its river than ours. Now the sun is low in the west, the northeasterly water is of a
peculiarly ethereal light blue, more beautiful than the sky, and thus broad water — with innumerable
bays and inlets running up into the land on either side and often divided by bridges and causeways,
as if it were the very essence and richness of the havens distilled and poured over the earth,
contrasting; with the clear russet land and the paler day from which it has been subtracted, — nothing
can be more elysian. Is not the blue more ethereal when the sun is at this angle? The river is but a
long chain of flooded meadows. I think our most distant extensive low horizon must be that northeast
from this hill over Ball’s hill, — to what town is it? It is down the river valley, partly at least toward
the Merrimack, as it should be.
What is that plant with a whorl of four, five, or six reddish cornel-like leaves, seven or eight inches
from the ground, with the minute relics of small dried flowers left, and a large pink bud now
springing, just beneath its leaves? [Large cornel (Canadensis).] It is a true evergreen, for it dries soon
in the house, as if kept fresh by the root.
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April 11, Monday, 1853: In California waters, the steamer Jenny Lind exploded with heavy loss of life.
Aboard the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi in oriental waters, William Speiden, Jr. received his 1st
letters from home since leaving the United States shore — and was pleased to be informed that everything was
“all well and good news.”
The Daily Dispatch of Richmond, Virginia reported that it had noticed a connection between the d—d
unscriptural “rappings” of spiritualism and the d—d antislavery crusade (that connection being, of course,
the d—d family Beecher):
There is a very remarkable family scattered about the Northern
and Middle States which has contrived to make a greater noise
in the world than any other family we know of in modern times,
except the Bonapartes: and in making the comparison, we beg
pardon of the shade of the great Napoleon, and the person of the
little one. Of one of the members of this family we have already
had more to say in the Dispatch than has been at all agreeable
to us, and we sincerely hoped to have done with them forever.
But every now and then someone of them says or does something
to excite our ire, and it is impossible for us to hold our peace.
They are the sons and daughters of old Lyman Beecher, half a
dozen or so of the boys being preachers, and the smartest of the
girls being Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, whose very name has
grown to us distasteful in the extreme.
Of Henry Ward Beecher, our readers know a good deal. He is the
Boanerges of Abolition Divines, and is a D.D. — a dignity which,
in his individual case, we should prefer to write with little
d’s and a dash — thus d—d. A man of decided talent, he some time
ago narrowly escaped prosecution for forgery, in having
unwarrentably used the name of a brother clergyman, the Rev.
Joel Parker, and the fine abilities which now adorn the pulpit
of his church in Brooklyn, might, if justice had got its due,
have been quenched in the gloom of Sing Sing. Since that
achievement, Henry has remained comparatively quiet, but the
rest of them have followed the family instinct of acquiring
notoriety, by fuss, with more than their usual adroitness.
Week before last Harriet sailed for Europe, accompanied by her
brother, the Rev. Charles Beecher of Newark, N.J. We duly
chronicled the fact, and congratulated ourselves that the
country was happily rid, for sometime at least, of two of the
breed. But the Rev. Charles left something behind him to kick
up a row, and it has come to light before he has yet reached the
shores of England.
This something is a long report, now in the press of Putnam, on
Spiritual Rappings, which was vicariously delivered by another
brother, the Rev. Thomas K. Beecher of Williamsburg, New York,
before the Brooklyn Association of Congregational Ministers, on
Wednesday last. The grounds taken by this report are reduced by
the Tribune to the following heads:
1. That the rappings are veritable.
2. That electricity has nothing to do with them.
3. That they are produced by no living agency.
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4. That disembodied spirits can communicate with living beings.
5. That these Spiritual Rappings are real communications
from the dead, but from the damned.
6. That the proof of the evil nature of these spirits is
found in their irreligious and diabolic messages.
If we had not seen this report thus gravely summed up, and
commented upon by the Tribune, we should hesitate to believe in
its accuracy. We did not suppose a “message” so “diabolic” could
emanate even from a Beecher. We would not, of course, set up any
acquaintance we may have with the Bible, (though we do sometimes
read and ponder that holy volume,) against the biblical
erudition of the Beecher family, but we conceive the doctrine
of communication, on the part of earthly beings, with the world
of spirits, utterly unsustained by any portion of God’s word
that has fallen under our notice. Certainly the idea that the
spirits of the damned can harrow up the souls of their living
relatives with a revelation of their lost state, is utterly at
war with the gospel of a merciful Being who does not lightly
torment his creatures. Indeed, there are passages in the sacred
text which directly contradict the position assumed in this
report, for we know when Dives, lifting up his eyes in torment,
desired that his five brothers might be informed of his
damnation, and thus be led to repent of their sins, he was
neither permitted to go himself, nor to send Lazarus to apprise
them. But we forbear further comment upon this point.
We are chiefly outraged by this report on spiritual
manifestations, because we fear its consequences upon the weak
minds of very many excellent people who have begun to regard the
rappings seriously. Already the Lunatic Asylums throughout the
land are being filled with the unhappy victims of this miserable
delusion. What the state of things will be when mothers are made
to believe that their lost children are crying to them from the
realms of despair, when wives are taught to think their departed
husbands are warning them from the flames of eternal perdition
— the imagination refuses, with horror, to consider.
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Henry Thoreau went to Haverhill to do extended surveying for James H. Duncan.

Thoreau began to access materials relating to spiders prepared by Nicholas Marcellus Hentz for the Boston
Journal of Natural History:

April 11: I hear the clear, loud whistle — of a purple finch [Purple Finch Carpodacus
purpureus (American linnet)] — somewhat like & nearly as loud as the robin [American
Robin Turdus migratorius] from the elm by Whitings. The maple, which I think is a red one, just
this side of Wheildons is just out this morning.
9 Am to Haverhill via Cambridge & Boston.
Dr Harris says that that early blackwinged-buffedged butterfly is the Vanessa Antiopa — & is
introduced from Europe — & is sometimes found in this state alive in winter.
The orange brown one with scolloped wings & smaller somewhat is vanessa-progne.
The early pestle shaped bug or beetle is a cicindela — of which there are 3 species one of them
named from a semicolon-like mark on it. V. Hassley on spiders in Bost Journal of Nat Hist.
At Nat Hist Rooms — saw the Female Red-wing [Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus]
striped white & ash Female Cow-bird [Brown-headed Cowbird
Molothrus ater] ashy brown.
1st The Swamp-sparrow [Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana] is ferruginous brown (spotted
with black) & ash above about neck; brownish-white beneath; undivided chestnut crown.
2nd The Grass-bird [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus] — grayish brown-mingled with
ashy whitish above; light pencilled with dark brown beneath — no marked crown outer tail-feathers
whitish, — perhaps a faint bar on wing.
3rd Field sparrow [Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla (Rush Sparrow or juncorum or Huckleberrybird)], smaller than either — marked like first, with less black, & less distinct ash on neck, & less
ferruginous & no distinct crown.
4th Savannah Sparrow [Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis (seringo or seringo-bird
or passerina)] much like second; with more black, but not noticeable white in tail, and a little more
brown — no crown marked.
Emberiza Rniliaria (What is it in Nuttal?) Gmel. appears to be my young of purple Finch [Purple
Finch Carpodacus purpureus (American linnet)].
One Maryland Yellow Throat [Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas (Maryland Yellowthroat)] — probably female, has no black on side head, & is like a summer yellow bird — except
that the last has ends of the wings & tail black.
The yellow swamp warbler [Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia] (what is it in Nuttal?) is bluish

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
gray with 2 white bars on wings — a bright yellow crown — side breasts & rump— Female less
distinct.
Black burnian [Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca] — is orange-throated.
American red-start, [American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla] male, is black — forward —
coppery orange beneath & stripe on wings & near base of tail. Female dark ashy fainter marks.
J.E. Cabot thought my small hawk
might be Cooper’s Says that Gould an Englishman is the best
authority on birds.

April 12, Tuesday, 1853: The Emperor Napoléon III named Gioachino Antonio Rossini as a
commander of the Legion of Honor.
New York State required the Board Of Regents to establish general rules for the incorporation of educational
institutions.
John Russell, father of the Reverend John Lewis Russell, died in Salem, Massachusetts. He was survived by
his wife and children. The body would be placed in the family tomb at Mt. Auburn in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
A Thespian Corps performance was given on board the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi in oriental
waters by members of its crew.
Henry Thoreau surveyed, for James H. Duncan in Haverhill, what was called the “Little River” lot. On the
12th, the 14th, the 18th, the 22nd, the 25th, the 26th, and the 28th of the month, boarding in Haverhill (that’s
pronounced HAY-verll), and on May 3rd and 5th, he would evidently be too busy and too preoccupied to make
any journal entries. He was simply trying to make some money to pay off debts, doing seventeen full days of
surveying for Elizabeth Howe and in addition surveying the “Kimball Lot” for Charles White. According to a
manuscript letter from Henrietta M. Daniels to Alfred W. Hosmer which is now in the Alfred Hosmer
Collection at the Concord Free Public Library, during this period Thoreau boarded at a Mrs. Webster’s and
went for walks with another boarder there, Samuel A. Chase — whom we notice that he suitably impressed.
Here is what has been retained of that, secondhand and as of March 11, 1899:
Thoreau was surveying; he was embarrassed through the
publication of his book, and trying to earn money. They [Thoreau
and Samuel A. Chase] used to walk together often.
...if a bird appeared he showed how Thoreau’s hand would go out
to stop him from another step.... He said he did not believe he
(Thoreau) ever in all his life did one wrong thing. He was “all
purity and goodness personified.” He said the moisture would
come to his eyes whenever he spoke of his mother; he was a loving
man. And I think what I was most glad to hear was that Thoreau
said— “Fifty years from now the majority of people will believe
as I do now.” Aren’t you glad that he knew it? It would take the
keen edge from his loneliness....
He said the lady with whom they boarded was a stiff old fashioned
Methodist who tried her best to “convert” Thoreau; but he said
“he was too hard a nut for her to crack.”
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In St. Louis, the Daily Morning Herald was on the qui vive for daring ladies, not only in home port
but also abroad, and conveyed the news that:
A Bloomer was seen in Cleveland the other day.
Her skirts were unusually short.
Hmmm. Was this daring lady “just asking for it”?
“Everything
accustomed
— The
(L.

in life is unusual until you get
to it.”
Scarecrow, in THE MARVELOUS LAND OF OZ
Frank Baum, 1904)

April 18, Monday, 1853: Vice President William Rufus King of North Carolina and Alabama, Democrat,
died at the age of 67 shortly after taking his oath of office (he had not carried out any of the supposed duties
of his office as Vice President of the United States of America, since for almost all of this 6-week period of
time actually he had been in Cuba attempting to recover from tuberculosis).
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi came to anchor in Whampoa Reach, new Whampoa (Huangpu),
southeast of Canton.
The 1st railroad in Asia began operation for the entire distance between Bombay and Tanna.
INDIA

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR APRIL 18TH]
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April 19, Tuesday, 1853: In Constantinople, Russian emissary Prince A.S. Menshikov iterated his
country’s demand that the Ottoman Empire agree to a treaty giving Russia the right to protect Christians in
Ottoman territory.
Hoping to attract the attention of influential musicians, and a little money, Johannes Brahms and his violinist
friend Eduard Hoffmann (Reményi) set out from Hamburg on a concert tour of nearby cities.
Floris Adriaan van Hall and Dirk Donker Curtius replaced Johann Rudolf Thorbecke as chief ministers of the
Netherlands.
The USS Saratoga came to anchor farther down the Pearl River from Canton.
William Lloyd Garrison, not that much of a detail person, claimed in one of his abolitionist speeches that
Thomas Jefferson had authored The Constitution of the United States of America.

April 19: Haverhill. — Willow and bass strip freely. Surveying Charles White’s long piece.
Hear again that same nighthawk-like sound [Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor (Booming
Nighthawk)] over a meadow at evening.

April 21, Thursday, 1853: William Speiden, Jr. and 4 of his messmates from the side-wheel steam frigate USS
Mississippi visited Canton.
Anders Sandøe Orsted replaced Christian Albrecht Bluhme as prime minister of Denmark.
Emily Dickinson wrote to her younger brother Austin Dickinson:
Dear Austin.
We could hardly eat any supper last night, we felt so badly to
think you had’nt got the valise, and we talked all the time about
it while we sat at the table, and called Mr Cutler names — Father
says he “would like to reach him just long enough to cuff his
ears.” We do feel so badly about it, we dont know what to do.
There were all your clothes in such beautiful order, and a cake
of new maple sugar, and mother had with her own hand selected
and polished the apples, she thought it would please you so.
It is too bad — too bad. We do feel vexed about it. Mother thinks
it is lost — she says you will never see it. Father thinks he
would’nt dare to lose it, but is too selfish to trouble himself
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by sending you any word. Mother is so afraid that you will need
the clothes, and wont know what to do without them, and Vinnie
and I keep hoping, and trying to persuade her that you’ve got
them before now.
We have all been thinking how much you’d enjoy the sugar, and
how nice the apples would taste after studying all day long, and
“living very sparingly,” but this [is] a vexing world, and
things “aft gang aglay.” I wont talk any more of this, for I know
you are disappointed as much as any of us, and want to hear
something sunnier — and there is something sunnier. I was with
dear Susie last evening, and she told me how on Monday she walked
out in the fields, carrying your letter with her, and read it
over and over, “sitting on the stile,” and pausing as she read,
to look at the hills and the trees and the blue, blue home
beyond.
Susie talked much of you, and of her lonely life when you were
gone away, and we said you would soon be here, and then we talked
of how soon, and of many and many a sunlight and many and many
a shade which might steal upon us ere then. How I wish you were
here, dear Austin, how I do wish for you so many times every
day, and I miss the long talks most, upon the kitchen stone
hearth, when the just are fast asleep. I ask myself many times
if they will come back again, and whether they will stay, but we
dont know.
Father wont go to Boston this week, as he had intended to, for he
finds a great deal to do in starting the Newman family. I think
now he will go next week, tho’ I dont know what day. The Newmans
all board at Mrs Merrill’s until they get into their house, which
will be by Saturday, certainly. Their Irish girl stays here, for
Mrs Merrill was afraid she would not agree with her girl.
The Newmans seem very pleasant, but they are not like us. What
makes a few of us so different from others? It’s a question
I often ask myself. The Germanians gave a concert here,
the evening of Exhibition day. Vinnie and I went with John.
I never heard [such] sounds before. They seemed like brazen
Robins, all wearing broadcloth wings, and I think they were, for
they all flew away as soon as the concert was over. I tried so
hard to make Susie go with us, but she would’nt consent to it.
I could not bear to have her lose it.
Write me as soon as this comes, and say if you’ve got the valise.
Emilie.
Anna Warner died Tuesday night, and will be buried tomorrow,
I suppose. They seem to feel very badly. She has been sick
a great while now. You will not be surprised at hearing it.
Mother wants me to tell you from her to get all the clothes you
need at some good place in Boston, should you not find the
valise. I hope you have got it before now. I should’nt think he
would lose it, after all you have done for him. Mother says she
can never look upon him again.
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April 21: Haverhill. — A peach tree in bloom.

April 28, Thursday, 1853: In San Francisco the Golden Hills News, a Chinese-language gazette,
was established by Howard & Hudson.
Bussol Strait, named after the frigate Boussole, is a wide passage between islands of the Kuril Island chain.
It is not visible from anybody’s kitchen window on the Alaskan mainland. During the 1840s it had been a
popular route to the Sea of Okhotsk, for American whaleships going after right whales. It fell into disuse when
whalers switched over to the slaughtering of bowhead whales and began to find the 4th Kuril Strait to be more
convenient. Among the few to use the strait during this period was the 349-ton whaler Susan of Nantucket —
but during the previous night it was stove by ice and sank with one crewman drowning and another perishing
on the ice (the remaining 25 whaling men would reach Urup in their whaleboats on the afternoon of the 29th
to after 8 anxious days be rescued by the barque Black Warrior of New London).
By this point the USS Plymouth, USS Saratoga, and USS Supply were all at anchor in the vicinity of the sidewheel steam frigate USS Mississippi at Macao. What a magnificent display of American power!

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR APRIL 28th]

May 2, Monday, 1853: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi came to anchor within sight of the
Chusan (Zhoushan) Islands in the East China Sea.
The Duchies of Anhalt-Dessau and Anhalt-Köthen merged to form the Duchy of Anhalt-DessauKöthen.
At a performance in the Wierss’schen Room, Celle, Johannes Brahms, finding the piano a halfstep low,
transposed the entire program up a half-step rather than ask Reményi to tune down.
Henri Franconi’s Hippodrome, a 4,000 seat facility with a canvas roof, opened in New-York at 23rd Street and
Fifth Avenue.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Not very pleasant this morning. Very cool and damp. The prairies
are dotted over with camps, some lying still waiting for grass
and others starting out. We started at seven o’clock, stopped
at 11:30 to let our cattle graze, started again at 1:30 and
camped at 5 o’clock. Our cattle are very unruly, not having been
used in some time previous to our starting. Drove 18 miles to-
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day.

May 2. Summer yellowbird [Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia (Yellow-bird or
Summer Yellow-bird)] on the opening Salix alba. Chimney swallows [Chimney
Swift Chaetura pelagica] and the bank [Bank Swallow Riparia riparia] or else cliff ditto.
Small pewee [Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens]?
Our earliest gooseberry in garden has bloomed. What is that pondweed-like plant floating in a pool
near Breed’s with a slender stern and linear leaves and a small whorl of minute leaves on the surface,
and nutlets in the axils of the leaves, along the stem, as if now out of bloom? [Callitriche verna.]
Missouri currant.

May 3, Tuesday, 1853: Moncure Daniel Conway had kept a letter of introduction to Waldo Emerson from the
Reverend John G. Palfrey tucked away in a drawer for several weeks, for he was fearful that the person would
not be so impressive as the essays. On this morning, very early, he took the Fitchburg train out past Walden
Pond to Concord.

While working up his courage he had breakfast at an inn, and walked over to the Old Manse and meditated for
a while the Old North Bridge. Then, having exhausted his possibilities, he walked out the Lexington road to
the Emerson home and presented his credentials. “Eloquent, wonderful, grand and simple, his speech flowed
constantly, bearing the wealth of ages on it.” Emerson gave his visitor a copy of Margaret Fuller’s WOMAN IN
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY bearing her autograph. Then the two of them walked over to visit with Henry
Thoreau, who asked him what he was studying at the Harvard Divinity School. When Conway indicated that
he was studying “The Scriptures,” Thoreau affected naiveté and inquired “The Hindu, Arabic or Jewish?”40
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May 3, 1853. is a date under which I wrote a couplet from
Emerson’s “Woodnotes,”—
’Twas one of the charmèd days
When the genius of God doth flow.

—for on that day I first met Emerson. Dr. Palfrey, on finding
in our conversations that it was Emerson who had touched me in
my sleep in Virginia, advised me to visit him. I felt shy about
invading the “spot that is sacred to thought and God.” but he
urged me to go and gave me a letter to Emerson. I knew too well
the importance of a morning to go straight to Emerson’s house,
and inquired the way to the Old Manse. It was a fortunate
excursion. The man I most wished to meet was Emerson; the man I
most wished to see was Hawthorne. He no longer resided at the
Old Manse, but as I was gazing from the road down the archway
of ash-trees at the house whose “mosses” his genius had made
spiritual moss-roses, out stepped the magician himself. It has
been a conceit of mine that I had never seen a portrait of
Hawthorne, but recognized him as one I had seen in dreams he had
evoked. At any rate, I knew it was my Prospero. Who else could
have those soft-flashing unsearchable eyes, that beauté du
diable at middle age? He did not observe me, and as I slowly
followed him towards the village, doubts were awakened by the
elegance and even smartness of his dress. But I did not reflect
that Prospero had left his isle, temporarily buried his book,
and was passing from his masque to his masquerade as consul at
Liverpool and man of the world. Hawthorne was making calls
before his departure for Europe. I felt so timid about calling
on Emerson –it appeared such a one-sided affair– that I once
turned my steps toward the railway station. But soon after
twelve I knocked at Emerson’s door, and sent in Dr. Palfrey’s
letter, with a request that I might call on him during the
afternoon. The children came to say that their father was out,
but would return to dinner at one, and their mother wished me
to remain. The three children entertained me pleasantly, mainly
in the bower that Alcott had built in the front garden. I was
presently sent for. Emerson met me at the front door, welcome
beaming in his eyes, and took me into his library. He remembered
receiving a letter from me two or three years before. On learning
that I was at the Divinity School and had come to Concord simply
to see him, he called from his library door, “Queeny!” Mrs.
Emerson came, and I was invited to remain some days. I had,
however, to return to college that evening, and though I begged
that his day should not be long interfered with, he insisted on
my passing the afternoon with him. When we were alone, Emerson
inquired about the experiences that had led me away from my
Methodism, and about my friendships. “The gods,” he said,
40. How different Thoreau’s little jest was from what is known as “the Belfast joke”:
A guy walking through a dark alley in Belfast feels something against his back.
“Protestant or Catholic?” he hears. “Actually I’m a Quaker,” the guy blurts out.
Pause — then “Protestant Quaker or Catholic Quaker?”
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“generally provide the young thinker with friends.” When I told
him how deeply words of his, met by chance in an English
magazine, had moved me while I was a law student in Virginia,
he said, “When the mind has reached a certain stage it may be
sometimes crystallized by a slight touch.” I had so little
realized their import, I told him that they only resulted in
leading me to leave the law for the Methodist ministry. It had
been among the Hicksite Quakers that I found sympathetic
friends, after entering on the path of inquiry. He then began
to talk about the Quakers and their inner light. He had formed
a near friendship with Mary Rotch of New Bedford. “Mary Rotch
told us that her little girl one day asked if she might do
something. She replied, ‘What does the voice in thee say?’ The
child went off, and after a time returned to say ‘Mother, the
little voice says, no.’ That,” said Emerson, “starts the tears
to one’s eyes.” He especially respected the Quaker faith that
every “scripture” must be held subject to the reader’s inner
light. “I am accustomed to find errors in writings of the great
men, and it is an impertinence to demand that I shall recognize
none in some particular volume.” The children presently came in,
— Ellen, Edward, and Edith. They were all pretty, and came up
to their father with their several reports on the incidents of
the morning. Edith had some story to tell of a trouble among one
or two rough families in Concord. A man had hinted that a woman
next door had stolen something, and she had struck him in the
leg with a corkscrew. Emerson summed this up by saying, “He
insinuated that she was a rogue, and she insinuated the
corkscrew in his leg.” Ellen perceived the joke. and I many times
remarked the quickness with which, while not yet out of
girlhood, she appreciated every word of her father. The dinner
was early; the children were with us, and the talk was the most
homelike and merry that I had known for a long time. When the
children were gone Mrs. Emerson told me that they had been
christened. “Husband was not willing the children should be
christened in the formal way, but said he would offer no
objection when I could find a minister as pure and good as the
children. That was reasonable, and we waited some time; but when
William Henry Channing came on a visit to us, we agreed that he
was good enough to christen our children.” While Emerson was
preparing for the walk, I looked about the library. Over the
mantle hung a large copy of Michael Angelo’s “Parcæ;” there were
two statuettes of Goethe, of whom also there was an engraved
portrait on the wall. Afterwards Emerson showed me a collection
of portraits — Shakespeare, Dante, Montaigne, Goethe, and
Swedenborg. The furniture of the room was rather antique and
simple. There were four long shelves completely occupied, he
said, by his MSS., of which there must have been enough to
furnish a score of printed volumes. Our walk was around Walden
Pond, on both sides of which Emerson owned land. Our
conversation related to the religious ferment of the time. He
said that the Unitarian churches were stated to be no longer
producing ministers equal to their forerunners, but were more
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and more finding their best men in those coming from orthodox
churches. That was a symptom. Those from other churches, having
gone through experiences and reached personal convictions strong
enough to break with their past. would of course have some
enthusiasm for their new faith. But the Unitarians might take
note of that intimation that individual growth and experience
are essential for the religious teacher. I mentioned Theodore
Parker. and he said, “It is a comfort to remember that there is
one sane voice amid the religious and political affairs of the
country.” I said that I could not understand how I could have
tolerated those dogmas of inherited depravity, blood atonement.
eternal damnation for Adam’s sin, and the rest. He said, “I
cannot feel interested in Christianity; it seems deplorable that
there should be a tendency to creeds that would take men back
to the chimpanzee.” He smiled at the importance ascribed to
academic terms. “I have very good grounds for being Unitarian
and Trinitarian too: I need not nibble at one loaf forever, but
eat it and go on to earn another.” He said that while he could
not personally attend any church, he held a pew in the Unitarian
church for his wife and children who desired it, and indeed would
in any case support the minister, because it is well “to have a
conscientious man to sit on school committees, to help at town
meetings, to attend the sick and the dead.” As we were walking
through the woods he remarked that the voices of some fishermen
out on the water, talking about their affairs, were intoned by
the distance and the water into music; and that the curves which
their oars made, marked under the sunlight in silver, made a
succession of beautiful bows. This may have started a train of
thought related to the abhorrence I had expressed of the old
dogmas, to which I had added something about the Methodist
repugnance with which I had witnessed in Maryland some Catholic
ceremonies. “Yet,” he said, “they possess beauty in the
distance. When one sees them on the stage, –processions of
priests in their vestments chanting their hymns at the opera,–
they are in their place, and offend no sentiment.” I mentioned
a task set me at the Divinity School, to write an essay on
Eschatology, and Emerson said, “An actually existent fly is more
important than a possibly existent angel.” Again presently: “The
old artist said, Pingo in eternitatem; this eternitatem for
which I paint is not in past or future, but is the height of
every living hour.” When we were in a byway among the bushes,
Emerson suddenly stopped and exclaimed, “Ah! there is one of the
gods of the wood!” I looked and saw nothing; then turned to him
and followed his glance. but still beheld nothing unusual. He
was looking along the path before us through a thicket. “Where?”
I asked. “Did you see it?” he said, now moving on. “No, I saw
nothing — what was it? “No matter,” said he gently. I repeated
my question, but he still said smilingly, “Never mind, if you
did not see it.” I was a little piqued, but said no more, and
very soon was listening to talk that made my Eschatology seem
ridiculous. Perhaps the sylvan god I had missed was a pretty
snake, a squirrel or other little note in the symphony of nature.
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My instruction in the supremacy of the present hour began not
so much in Emerson’s words as in himself. Standing beside the
ruin of the shanty Thoreau built with his own hands. and lived
in for a year at a cost of twenty-eight dollars, twelve and a
half cents, Emerson appeared an incarnation of the wondrous day
he was giving me. My enthusiasm for Margaret Fuller Ossoli,
excited by her “Memoirs,” led Emerson in parting to give me a
copy of her WOMAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, — an English edition
she had sent him from London, with her initials in it. At my
request he added his own name and the date. That evening I sat
in my room in Divinity Hall (No. 34) as one enriched, and wrote:
“May 3. The most memorable day of my life: spent with Ralph Waldo
Emerson!” Two days later I attended a great dinner given in
Boston to Senator Hale of New Hampshire. I went over with Dr.
Palfrey, who was chairman. Emerson was there, but when Palfrey
called for a speech from him he had departed. What was my
chagrin, on my return to the Divinity School, to find that
Emerson had been there to call upon me!
Being homeless in the North, my summer vacation (1853) was
passed at Concord. The Emersons found for me a very pleasant
abode at “Hillside,” on Ponkatasset [Ponkawtasset] Hill, about
a mile out of the village, where Ellery Channing once lived, and
where he wrote his poem on New England. Two sisters, the Misses
Hunt, educated ladies, received me into this pleasant cottage,
where I was the only boarder. These ladies were cousins of Miss
Martha Hunt, whose suicide in Concord River and the recovery of
her body are described in Hawthorne’s BLITHEDALE ROMANCE. They
were troubled because G. W. Curtis, in his HOMES OF AMERICAN
AUTHORS, had suggested that Martha’s suicide was due to the
contrast between her transcendental ideals and the coarseness
of her home. They described the family of their cousin as
educated people. One of these sisters walked with me to the river
and pointed out all the places connected with the tragedy, and
some years later another cousin drowned herself there. Emerson
introduced me to his friends. First of all he took me to Henry
Thoreau, who lived in the village with his parents and his
sister. The kindly and silent pencil-maker, his father, John
Thoreau, was French in appearance, and Henry resembled him
physically; but neither parent impressed me as possessing mental
qualities that could account for such a rare spirit as Henry.
He was thirty-six when I met him. He received me pleasantly, and
asked what we were studying at Cambridge. I answered, “The
Scriptures.” “Which?” he asked. Emerson said, “You will find our
Thoreau a sad pagan.” Thoreau had long been a reverent reader
of Oriental scriptures, and showed me his bibles, translated
from various languages into French and English.
He invited me to come next day for a walk, but in the morning I
found the Thoreaus agitated by the arrival of a coloured
fugitive from Virginia, who had come to their door at daybreak.
Thoreau took me to a room where his excellent sister, Sophia,
was ministering to the fugitive, who recognized me as one be had
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seen. He was alarmed, but his fears passed into delight when
after talking with him about our county I certified his
genuineness. I observed the tender and lowly devotion of Thoreau
to the African. He now and then drew near to the trembling man,
and with a cheerful voice bade him feel at home, and have no
fear that any power should again wrong him. That whole day he
mounted guard over the fugitive, for it was a slave-hunting
time. But the guard had no weapon, and probably there was no
such thing in the house.
The next day the fugitive was got off to Canada, and I enjoyed
my first walk with Thoreau. He was a unique man every way. He
was short of stature, well built; every movement was full of
courage and repose; his eyes were very large, and bright, as if
caught from the sky. “His nose is like the prow of a ship,” said
Emerson one day. He had the look of the huntsman of Emerson’s
quatrain: —
He took the colour of his vest
From rabbit’s coat and grouse’s breast;
For as the wild kinds lurk and hide,
So walks the huntsman unespied.

The cruellest weapons, however, which this huntsman took with
him were lenses and an old book in which to press plants. He was
not talkative, but his occasional monologues were extraordinary.
I remember being surprised at every step with revelations of
laws and significant attributes in common things — as a relation
between different kinds of grass and the geological characters
beneath them, the variety and grouping of pine-needles and the
effect of these differences on the sounds they yield when struck
by the wind, and the varieties of taste represented by grasses
and common herbs when applied to the tongue. He offered me a
peculiar grass to chew for an instant, laying, “It is a little
sharp, but an experience.” Deep in the woods his face shone with
a new light. He had a mental calendar of the flora of the
neighbourhood, and would go some distance around to visit some
floral friend. We were too early for the hibiscus, a rare flower
in New England, which I desired to see. He pointed out the spot
near the river where alone it could be found, and said it would
open about the following Monday and not stay long. I went on
Tuesday or Wednesday, but was too late — the petals were
scattered on the ground.
Thoreau ate no meat; he told me his only reason was a feeling
of the filthiness of f1esh-eating. A bear huntsman he thought
was entitled to his steak. He had never attempted to make any
general principle on the subject, and later in life ate meat in
order not to cause inconvenience to the family.
On our first walk I told him the delight with which I read his
book, “A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers.” He said that
the whole edition remained on the shelf of his publisher, who
wished to get rid of them. If he could not succeed in giving
them away they would probably be sold as old paper. I got from
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him valuable hints about reading. He had studied carefully the
old English Chronicles, and Chaucer, Froissart, Spenser, and
Beaumont and Fletcher. He recognized kindred spirits in George
Herbert, Cowley, and Quarles, considering the latter a poet but
not an artist. He explored the old books of voyages -Drake,
Purchas, and others, who assisted him in his circumnavigation
of Concord. The Oriental books were his daily bread; the Greeks
(especially Æschylus, whose “Prometheus” and “The Seven against
Thebes” he translated finely) were his luxuries. He was an exact
Greek scholar. Of modems he praised Wordsworth, Coleridge, and,
to a less extent, Carlyle and Goethe. He admired Ruskin’s
“Modern Painters,” though he thought the author bigoted, but in
the “Seven Lamps of Architecture” he found with the good stuff
“too much about art for me and the Hottentots. Our house is yet
a hut.” He enjoyed William Gilpin’s “Hints on Landscape
Gardening: Tour of the River Wye.” He had read with care the
works of Franklin. He had as a touchstone for authors their
degree of ability to deal with supersensual facts and feelings
with scientific precision. What he admired in Emerson was that
he discerned the phenomena of thought and functions of every
idea as if they were antennæ or stamina.
It was a quiet joke in Concord that Thoreau resembled Emerson
in expression, and in tones of voice. He had grown up from
boyhood under Emerson’s influence, had listened to his lectures
and his conversations, and little by little had grown this
resemblance. It was the more interesting because so superficial
and unconscious. Thoreau was an imitator of no mortal; but
Emerson had long been a part of the very atmosphere of Concord,
and it was as if this element had deposited on Thoreau a mystical
moss.
During that halcyon summer I read the Oriental books in
Emerson’s library, for he not only advised me in my studies but
insisted on lending me books. To my hesitation about taking even
to Ponkatasset the precious volumes, he said, “What are they
for?” In my dainty little room whose window opened on a beautiful
landscape with the Musketaquit wandering through it to the
Merrimack, or perhaps seated in the vine-covered veranda, I read
Wilkins’s “Bhagavat Geeta,” which thenceforth became part of my
canon. Close indeed to my heart came the narrative of the
charioteer (the god Krishna in disguise) driving Arjoona to the
field, where the youth sees that his struggle is to be with his
parents, teachers, early companions.
Emerson also introduced me to the Persian “Desatir.” In lending
me this he said that he regarded the ancient Persian scriptures
as more intellectual than the sacred writings of other races. I
found delight in these litanies uttered in the beginning of our
era, amid whose exaltations there was always the happy beam of
reason. “Thy knowledge is a ray of he knowledge of God.” “0 my
Prophet ever near me, I have given thee an exalted angel named
Intelligence.” “How can we know a prophet? By his giving you
information regarding your own heart.”
Emerson also in that summer introduced me to Saadi of Schiraz,
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who has been to me as an intimate friend through life’s
pilgrimage. For the “Rose Garden” (Gulistan) I had been prepared
by my garden in Frederick Circuit, my “Seclusaval:” Saadi was
its interpreter, and restored it to me. For I could not enter
deeply into wild nature, but dearly loved a garden. One day when
I was walking with Emerson in his garden, he stopped near a
favourite plum and said, “This is when ripe a fruit of paradise.”
He then discovered one that was ripe and managed to pluck it for
me. How simply was this man fulfilling all my youthful dreams I
He personally loved Saadi, and later edited the “Gulistan.” One
day he told me he bad found somewhere a story about him. Saadi
was travelling on foot towards Damascus, alone and weary.
Presently he overtook a boy travelling the same way, and asked
him to point out the road. The boy offered to guide him some
distance, and in the course of conversation Saadi spoke of
having come from Persia and from Schiraz. “Schiraz!” exclaimed
the boy, “then perhaps you can tell me something of Sheik 8aadi
of Sohiraz.” The traveller said, “I am Saadi.” Instantly the boy
knelt and with tears kissed the hem of his skirt, and after that
could not be parted from Saadi, but guided and served him during
his stay in Damascus.
(And lo, here I am with my grey hairs seeing my own Saadi as he
told me the little tale that filled my eyes, all unconscious
that my soul was that of the Damascus boy and was kissing the
hem of his garment!)
I made the acquaintance of several elderly persons in Concord
who told me incidents related by their grandparents concerning
the Concord fight of April 19, 1775, but I was too much
interested in the heroes of 1858 to care much for those of the
old Revolution. One day Emerson pointed out to me across the
street the venerable Bon. Samuel Hoar and his daughter
Elizabeth, and told me the story of their visit to Charleston,
S.C. (1844), the eminent lawyer being commissioned by his State
to plead for the release of Massachusetts seamen seized from
ships and imprisoned there because of their colour. Amid threats
of violence the lawyer and his daughter were driven out of
Charleston unheard. I had not known this, and thenceforth bowed
low whenever I passed the old lawyer. Without any historic halo
the Hon. Samuel Hoar would have arrested the attention of a
stranger, not only by his very tall thin form and the small face
— blond and beardless — that looked as if come out of Bellini’s
canvas, but also by his dreamy look and movement. He was seventyfive, but no indications of age explained that absorbed look.
Probably it was this as well as the face that suggested to
Emerson a resemblance to Dante. U He is a saint,” said Emerson
as the old gentleman passed one day; “he no longer dwells with
us· down on earth.n There could hardly be a greater contrast
than that between the old man and his Bon Judge Rockwood: Hoar,
— and I should think also Senator Hoar, so far as appearance
went, for the latter I knew only by seeing him occasionally. The
“Jedge,” as Lowell calls him in “The Biglow Papers,” made an
admirable attorney-general of the United States, but his force
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was almost formidable in little Concord. One felt in meeting him
that the glasses on those bright eyes were microscopic, and that
he was under impending cross-examination. He was rationalistic
and a “free-soiler,” though his antislavery record did not
satisfy abolitionists.41 The judge was unconscious of the
satirical accent in his humour. He was personally devoted to
Emerson, who, however, rather dreaded him, as he told me halfbumourous, on account of his tendencies to argumentative and
remorselessly logical talk. The judge, however, was very amiable
in his family and especially with his sister Elizabeth. This
lady, who resembled the father more than her brothers did, was
most lovely and intellectual. The death of Emerson’s brilliant
brother Charles, to whom Miss Elizabeth was betrothed, was the
pathetic legend of Concord, and the reverential affection of
Emerson for her represented a sentiment of the community. But
the lady, in a sense widowed, was interested and active in all
the culture and affairs of Concord; her sorrows had turned to
sunshine for those around her.
Mrs. Ripley, the widow of the Rev. Samuel Ripley, a kinsman of
Emerson, occupied the famous “Old Manse.” An admirable sketch
of her life was written by Elizabeth Hoar. She had a wide
reputation for learning. I had heard at Cambridge that when
students were rusticated they used to board at Concord in order
to be coached by her. She was a fine botanist. A legend ran that
Professor Gray called on her and found her instructing a student
in differential calculus, correcting the Greek translation of
another, and at the same time shelling peas, and rocking her
grandchild’s cradle with her foot. But never was lady more
simple and unostentatious. In her sixty-third year she was
handsome, and her intelligent interest extended from her fruittrees and poultry to the profoundest problems of her time. Thus
the Old Manse had for me precious “mosses” which Hawthorne had
not gathered. Her daughters Phœbe and Sophia (afterwards wife
of Professor Thayer of Cambridge) always met me with a
friendliness gratefully remembered. No doubt they and other
ladies in Concord bore in mind that I was far away from my
relatives. I found in Mrs. Ripley an intelligent sympathizer
with my advancing religions ideas. She was a Theist through
recognition of a supreme Reason intimated in the facts of
individual reason. She said, “I cannot believe in miracles,
because I believe in God.” The subject of spirit manifestations
was considered by her worthy of study only as a contemporary
illustration of the fallaciousness of human testimony wherever
emotions or passions are involved. “People believe what they’ve
a mind to,” she said.
The well-informed rationalism of Mrs. Ripley, and of her nearest
friend Elizabeth Hoar, led me to suppose that the ideas of
Emerson were universal in Concord. In this, however, I presently
discovered my mistake. One day when I was with Emerson and his
wife he referred to Goethe, and I perceived that the great German
was a sort of bogy to her. She quoted verbatim two sentences

41. A severe criticism on Judge Hoar by Wendell Phillips was resented even by Emerson. The judge was asked by Sanborn, I
believe, whether he was going to the funeral of Wendell Phillips, and replied, “No, but I approve of it.”
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from a letter written to her by her husband before their marriage
in which he expressed misgivings about Goethe, beneath whose
fine utterances be had found “no faith.” Emerson was silent, and
his wife went on in a way almost pathetic to describe her need
of faith.
When after the talk at dinner I was walking with Emerson, he
said that Goethe had written some things — “Elective
Affinities,” for instance — which could be really read only by
minds which had undergone individual training. He was the only
great writer who had tamed upon the moral conventions and
demanded by what right they claimed to control his life. But
people with eyes could not omit Goethe.
Mr. William Emerson, an eminent lawyer of New York, occasionally
visited his younger brother in Concord. I remember him as an
interesting gentleman, and was surprised to find any lawyer with
his unworldly and even poetic look. In a letter from Germany of
William Emerson shown me by his son, Dr. Emerson of New York,
he speaks of his acquaintance with Goethe. William was studying
divinity, but found that he had not even Socinian faith enough
to preach, and was in distress about the disappointment to his
parents. Goethe advised him not to disappoint them, but go on
with his ministry.
I think the Goethean cult at Cambridge and Concord had cooled.
And by the way there was a droll relic of it in the Emerson
household; one of the children — Edith I think — had the fancy
to name her handsome cat “Goethe.” Emerson affected to take it
seriously, and once when the cat was in the library and scratched
itself, he opened the door and politely said, “Goethe, you must
retire; I don’t like your manners.”
I managed to make friends with the Concord children. Never had
a small town a more charming circle of lovely children. The
children of Emerson, of Judge Rockwood Hoar, of the Loring and
Barrett families, mostly girls between ten and twelve years,
were all pretty and intelligent, and as it was vacation time
they were prepared for walks, picnics, boating, etc. Other of
their elders beside myself found delight in the society of these
young people, especially Thoreau. He used to take us out on the
river in his boat, and by his scientific talk guide us into the
water-lilies’ fairyland. He showed us his miracle of putting his
hand into the water and bringing up a fish.42
I remember Ellen Emerson asking her father, “Whom shall we
invite to the picnic?” — his answer being, “All children from
six years to sixty.” Then there were huckleberrying parties.
These were under the guidance of Thoreau, because he alone knew
the precise locality of every variety of the berry. I recall an
occasion when little Edward Emerson, carrying a basket of fine
huckleberries, had a fall and spilt them all. Great was his
distress, and our offers of berries could not console him for
the loss of those gathered by himself. But Thoreau came, put his
arm around the troubled child, and explained to him that if the
crop of huckleberries was to continue it was necessary that some

42. The bream. This fish has the peculiarity of defending its spawn. Thoreau would find some spot where he could see the spawn,
then place his hand beneath it. The bream placed itself over its spawn, and his fingers closed around it.
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should be scattered. Nature had provided that little boys should
now and then stumble and sow the berries. We shall have a grand
lot of bushes and berries in this spot, and we shall owe them
to you. Edward began to smile.
Not far from “Hillside” resided a lonely old man, with whom I
exchanged greetings. Bereft of wife and children, he found
consolation in “spiritualism.” The Hunt ladies thought that he
was suffering his cottage and garden to fan gradually into ruin
because of his absorption in another world, and giving his money
to a medium for bringing him communications from his wife and
children. He was eager to convince me, and said that if I would
visit Mrs. Freeman in Boston, and did not find something worth
examining in this matter, he would not go there again. Whereupon
I went off to Boston and Mrs. Freeman.
Ushered into the mysterious presence, I found a substantial
dark-eyed sibyl seated on a little throne. I was placed in a
chair opposite by her husband, who, having made passes between
us, left the room. Her eyes were closed, and she drew long
breaths. Presently she cried, “Where shall I go with you: to the
spirit world or to some place on earth?” I said, “Tell me about
my home,” for I knew that no one in Boston could know anything
of my home in Falmouth or my personal affairs. This woman then
went on to describe in a vague way my father’s house, a
description that would apply to many brick houses, She then
mentioned several persons in the house and incidents I was sure
were not true. I was 80 disgusted at the whole affair that I cut
short the interview, and went back triumphantly to my old friend
at Concord. The old man went to see the medium, and she said
that she found me so sceptical that the rapport was imperfect.
The old man, however, fulfilled his contract.
Mrs. Freeman had said, “I see a lady who is a good deal worried
about somebody named John.” The selection of a name so common
rather amused me; but I afterwards had to show my neighbour a
letter from my mother saying that she was troubled by the
betrothal of a relative named John.43
From Agassiz I derived great benefit. When he rose before us in
his class, a rosy flush on his face indicated his delight in
communicating his knowledge. His shapely form, eager movements
(“his body thought”), large soft eyes, easy unconscious
gestures, and sonorous English, with just enough foreign accent
to add piquancy, together made Agassiz the perfect lecturer. He
was skillful too as a draughtsman, and often while speaking made
a few marks on the blackboard which conveyed a complete
impression of the thing elucidated.
In the warmer months Agassiz used to take his class out into the
country, there being no difficulty of finding in the
neighbourhood places of scientific interest. Several times we
visited Nahant, and I can never forget the charm of our sitting

43. In later life Madame Renan, after the decease of her husband, told me that some intelligent ladies of their acquaintance once
came to him with marvellous narratives of some incidents in séances in Paris. When he intimated incredulity one of the ladies said,
“But your friend Madame B. told me that she saw it herself.” “Ah,” said Renan, “so few people know how to see!” Nearly these
same words were said to me by Mrs. Ripley of the Old Manse in Concord. Emerson had little patience with “spiritualism,” which
he called “the rat-hole revelation.”
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there OD the rocks while Agassiz pointed out on them the
autographs of the glaciers recording their ancient itinerary.
Or, standing on the top of some boulder, he would trace with his
finger in the rocks far out in the sea the ancient outlines of
the land; or with some small fossil in his hand, or peculiar
shell, he would track the progress of organic development.
On one ramble at Nahant Agassiz devoted himself to the seaserpent, which had twice been reported as seen off that coast.
One of our class had unintentionally suggested the subject by
mentioning the recent apparition, and smiling at it as a
sailor’s yarn. But Agassiz in his always good-natured way said
that although there were no doubt exaggerations, it was not
quite safe to ridicule the story. He then proceeded to give a
summary of all the narratives about the alleged monster, with
references to time and place that amazed us, as the subject was
of casual suggestion. He described huge snakelike saurians of
which some may have been amphibious or aquatic, and whose
extinction might not be complete.
One day in his lecture-room Agassiz displayed some new fossils,
mainly of saurians, which had just been added to his collection.
They gave him a text for a general review of the morphological
chain of reptilian life. As he proceeded, darting off at times
to his blackboard, and comparing the extinct form with
contemporary fauna, he became more and more animated, his face
reddening with excitement, until at last he said: “Gentlemen, I
ask you to forgive me if to-day I end my lecture at this point,
although the hour is not out. I assure you that while I have
been describing these extinct creatures they have taken on a
sort of life; they have been crawling and darting about me, I
have heard their screaming and hissing, and am really exhausted.
I regret it, gentlemen, but I trust that you will excuse me.”
Our admiration for the great teacher was such as to break through
all rules, and we gave him a hearty cheer. He bowed low to us
and quickly disappeared.
The determined repudiation by Agassiz of the discovery of Darwin
caused something like dismay in scientific circles throughout
Europe as well as in America. Concerning this I have some
memories that may interest men of science. When I belonged to
the class of Agassiz (1853-54), he repeatedly referred to the
hypothesis of continuous development of species in a way which
has suggested to me a possibility that he may have had some
private information of what was to come from Charles Darwin. In
his Introduction (1869) Darwin speaks of having submitted a
sketch of his work to Sir Charles Lyell and Sir Joseph Hooker,
— “the latter having seen my sketch of 1844.” Either of these,
or Darwin himself, might have consulted Agassiz. Most of us knew
about such a theory only through the popular “Vestiges of
Creation,” to which he paid little attention. He seemed to have
been excit.ed by some German, — perhaps Schopenhauer, in whose
works the idea of self-evolution in organic nature is potential,
— of whom he spoke with a flush of anger when adding, “He says
himself that he is an atheist.” At any rate, during 1854
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especially his mind was much occupied with the subject. I also
remember well that during this time he often dwelt upon what he
called the “ideal connection” between the different forms of
life, describing with drawings the embryonic changes; in that
progress no unbridged chasm after the dawn of organic life.
At the end of every week a portion of the afternoon was given
for our putting questions to Agassiz, the occasion often giving
rise to earnest discussion. These repeatedly raised the theory
of development in “The Vestiges of Creation.” Agassiz frequently
referred to the spiritual evolution with which Emerson was
particularly associated. But just after Darwin’s discovery had
appeared, I happened to be dining at the Saturday Club in Boston,
when something like an encounter between these two friends
occurred. Agassiz was seated at the head of the table, Emerson
being on his right. It was near the end of the dinner, and around
the long table those present were paired off in conversation;
but being next to Emerson I could enjoy the conversation he held
with Agassiz. After a time the professor made some little fling
at the new theory. Emerson said smilingly that on reading it he
had at once expressed satisfaction at confirmation of what he
(Agassiz) had long been telling us. All of those beautiful
harmonies of form with form throughout nature which he had so
finely divined were now proved to be genuine relationship.
“Yes,” said Agassiz eagerly, “ideal relationship, connected
thoughts of a Being acting with an intelligent purpose.”
Emerson, to whom the visible universe was all a manifestation
of things ideal, said that the physical selection appeared to
him a counterpart of the ideal development. Whereupon Agassiz
exclaimed, “There I cannot agree with you,” and changed the
subject. There was at Concord a course of lectures every year,
one of which was given by Agassiz. His coming was an important
event. He was always a guest of the Emersons, where the literary
people of the village were able to meet him. On one such occasion
I remember listening to a curious conversation between Agassiz
and A. Bronson Alcott, — who lived and moved in a waking dream.
After delighting Agassiz by repudiating the theory of the
development of man from animals, he filled the professor with
dismay by equally decrying the notion that God could ever have
created ferocious and poisonous beasts. When Agassiz asked who
could have created them, Alcott said they were the various forms
of human sin. Man was the first being created. And the horrible
creatures were originated by his lusts and animalisms. When
Agassiz, bewildered, urged that geology proved that the animals
existed before man, Alcott suggested that man might have
originated them before his appearance in his present form.
Agassiz having given a signal of distress, Emerson came to the
rescue with some reconciling discourse on the development of
life and thought, with which the professor had to be content,
although there was a soupçon of Evolutionism in every word our
host uttered.
There was a good deal of suspicion in America that the refusal
of Agassiz to accept Darwin’s discovery was due to the influence
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of religious leaders in Boston, and particularly to that of his
father-in-law, Thomas Cary, who had so freely devoted his wealth
to the professor’s researches. Some long intimacy with those
families convinced me that there was no such influence exerted
by the excellent Mr. Cary, but that it was the old Swiss pastor,
his father, surviving in him. He had, indeed, departed far from
the paternal creed; he repudiated all miracles at a time when
Mr. Cary and other Unitarians upheld them tenaciously. He threw
a bomb into the missionary camp by his assertion of racial
diversity of origin. His utterances against Darwinism were
evidently deistic, and had nothing whatever to do with any
personal interest, except that he had a horror of being called
an atheist.
I say “deistic,” for “theistic” denotes a more spiritual
conception of deity than I can associate with Agassiz. He had
adopted Humboldt’s “Cosmos” idea, attached a dynamic deity to
it, but did not appear to have any mystical or even reverential
sentiment about nature, and pointed out humourously what he
called nature’s “jokes.” I was sometimes invited to his house.
He had by his first wife two beautiful daughters and the son
(Alexander), now eminent. His wife (née Cary) and her sisters
were ladies of finest culture and ability. Agassiz was a perfect
character in his home life, and neighbourly also. Occasionally
he would get together the young girls of Cambridge and guide
them among the fossils, telling them the wonders of the primeval
world. Longfellow told me that Agassiz was entreating him to
write a poem on the primeval world.
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VOLUME II

A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Tuesday the 3rd. Stared at the usual hour, crossed two very bad
creeks, the last was the Walkarnsha, camped about 5′oclock.
Commenced raining about 8 o’clock P. M. and rained all night, a
very bad night to guard stock, which we are compelled to do rain
or shine.
The California Daily Union reprinted a letter from the Argus of Diamond Springs:
Mr. Editor: — The storm which commenced yesterday continued with
slight intermissions until sunset today, when it again fired up.
The present system of sluicing seems to have opened a new era
in the history of gold washing. It meets in every place and
ravine with unprecedented success. The average yield, so far as
I can learn from extensive inquiry, and personal observation,
is, under this system, greater than it has ever been since the
location of the place, while in numerous claims the product is
astonishingly large. In a claim adjoining Wheelock’s Ravine,
D.C. Dickinson, have taken out over 35 pounds of gold in a little
over three weeks. I saw them take out of their sluice last week
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$1,532, the result of five days washing. The claim of Mr. La
Mountaine is paying at the same rate also. The old Stoner
Diggings, which were considered nearly exhausted in ’50 are
still paying by sluicing, as richly as ever. During the past
week I learn that the Mr. Bryant, working four hands on their
claim at these diggings have taken out amounts daily from 15 to
22½ ounces. The dirt in Dead Man’s Hollow, and all other ravines,
Matthew’s and Weaver Creek, which were said to be completely
worked out by cradle and toms, are now yielding on the improved
method, nearly as well as ever. What is reality is years lost
in the gross amount abstracted from the mines, seems to be
counter balance to new-comers in the various improved means of
gold washing. a an evidence that mining is now regarded as more
productive generally than heretofore, I may mention the fact
that there is more labor and less loafing and dissipation in and
around Diamond Springs, than was ever before known. Men seem
willing to work, because their labor evidently is well rewarded.
May this state of things with us long continue.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi came to anchor in the Yan Tse Kiang (Yangtze) River of China.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MAY 3D]

May 4, Wednesday, 1853: Waldo Emerson had been proposing that Ellery Channing might take it upon
himself to prepare a number of Concord writings under some rubric such as COUNTRY WALKING.
Ellery reasoned, in response, that:
If we come out flat-footed, & call our book C.W. as you propose,
& then put in characters like yours, and A’s [Amos Bronson
Alcott] & T’s [Henry Thoreau] &c, everyone will know (victim &
all) who it is.
The frigate USS Susquehanna and the sloop of war USS Plymouth came to anchor off Shanghai, China.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Raining yet this morning. Started about 7 o’clock, very bad
traveling, stopped raining at 3 o’clock, traveled late to find
wood and water, found very good at last, about a quarter of a
mile to the right of the road, camped.
The Daily Alta California of San Francisco reprinted a piece about new gold diggings out of the Marysville
Express:
We understand from a gentleman residing near Mormon Island, this
new diggings of great extent has just been discovered between
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that place and McDowell Hill, yielding an average from 3 to 5
cents to the basket. Some of the prospects have been as high as
50 to 60 cents.
May 4. Cattle are going up country. Hear the tull-lull of the chickadee (?).44 The currant in
bloom. The Canada plum just ready, probably to-day. [Not before the 7th.]
8 A.M. — To Walden and Cliffs.
The sound of the oven-bird [Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus]. Caterpillar nests two or three
inches in diameter on wild cherries; caterpillars one third of an inch long.
The Vaccinium Pennsylvanicum appeared yesterday. The vacillans resinosum (?), and early high
blueberry will bloom in a few days. Vide Cerasus pnmula by shanty path, and wild red ditto, as early.
The white birch leaves are beginning to expand and are shining with soiree sticky matter. I must
attend to their fragrance. In a warm place on the Cliffs one of their catkins shows its anthers, the
golden pendant.
The woods and paths next them [the Cliffs] now ring with the silver jingle of the field sparrow [Field
Sparrow Spizella pusilla], the medley of the brown thrasher [Brown Thrasher Toxostroma
rufum], the honest qui vive of the chewink [Rufous-sided Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus], or
his jingle from the top of a low copse tree, while his mate scratches in the dry leaves beneath: the
black and white creeper [Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia (Black-and-white
Creeper)] is hopping along the oak boughs, head downward, pausing from time to time to utter its
note like a fine delicate saw-sharpening; and ever and anon rises clear over all the smooth, rich
melody of the wood thrush. Could that have been a jay [Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata]? I think it
was some large, uncommon woodpecker
that uttered that very loud, strange, cackling note.
The dry woods have the smell of fragrant everlasting. I am surprised by the cool drops which now,
at 10 o’clock, drop from the flowers of the amelanchier, while other plants are dry, as if these had
attracted more moisture. The white pines have started.
The indigo-bird and mate; dark throat and light beneath, and white spot oil wings, which is not
described; a hoarse note, and rapid the first two or three syllables, — twe twe twee, dwelling on the
last, or twe twe twe-e, or as if an r in it, tre, etc., not musical.45 The myrtle-bird, which makes me
think the more that I saw the black and yellow warbler on Sunday.
I find apparently two varieties of the amelanchier, — the first I noticed, with smooth reddish delicate
leaves and somewhat linear petals and loose racemes, petals somewhat pinkish; the second to-day,
perhaps a little later than the first, leaves light-colored and downy and petals broader and perhaps
not quite so long as the first, racemes more crowded. I am not sure that this is the variety
oblongifolium of Gray.46
It is stated in the Life of Humboldt47 that he proved “that the expression, ‘the ocean reflects the sky,’

44. [The word “chickadee” is crossed out and “myrtle-bird” substituted, which latter is in turn crossed out and replaced by “whitethroat sparrow.” The final correction would seem to have been made some years after the original entry, for in January, 1858, we
find Thoreau netting what appears to be his first intimation as to the real authorship of this song (see Journal, vol. x.). In the
manuscript notes of the excursion to the Maine Woods in 1857, the song of the white-throat is still attributed to the “myrtle-bird.”]
45. Thoreau’s “indigo-bird” of this day has been identified as a Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica caerulescens.

46. This appears to be the Pyrus ovalis or swamp pyrus of Bigelow and Willdeming.
47. In this year Harper & Brothers of New-York had published Juliette Bauer’s translation and abridgement LIVES OF THE

BROTHERS HUMBOLDT, ALEXANDER AND WILLIAM, BY HERMANN KLENCKE, GUSTAV SCHLESIER.

BROTHER ALEXANDER
BROTHER WILLIAM
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was a purely poetical, but not a scientifically correct one, as the sea is often blue when the sky is
almost totally covered with light white clouds.” He used Saussure’s cyanometer even to measure the
color of the sea. This might probably be used to measure the intensity of the color of blue flowers
like lupines at a distance. Humboldt speaks of its having been proved that pine pollen falls from the
atmosphere.

THOREAU AS
ORNITHOLOGIST

May 9, Monday, 1853: One of the children of Alexander William Doniphan, 14-year-old John Thornton
Doniphan, was visiting his uncle James Baldwin, and in the middle of the night was bothered by a toothache.
He took a dose of what he thought was Epsom salts. Instead of Epsom salts it was corrosive sublimate
(mercury chloride) that he ingested. He died.
Although Henry Thoreau would suggest in WALDEN that this material pertinent to a visit from Bronson Alcott
had occurred during the winter of 1846-1847 while he was in residence in his shanty on the pond, in fact part
of it, word for word, describes a visit he received from Alcott on this day:
[following screen]
THE ALCOTT FAMILY
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Were across the river this morning by 11 o’clock, traveled till
3 o’clock and camped.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry transfered his command from vessel to vessel before his squadron
departed from the vicinity of Shanghai. His goods were moved on board the USS Susquehanna, along with
several of his staff, including Eliphalet M. Brown, Jr. (1816-1886), William B. Draper, and Wilhelm Heine
(official Daguerreotypist, telegraphist, and artist for the expedition). They brought all their equipment with
them. The entire ship’s band was transfered. Eliphalet M. Brown, Jr. had been a photographer in New-York,
and would also be making some 400 Daguerreotype plates, stills of scenery, and studies of people, many of
which would be converted to lithograph and included in the report of the expedition (some of these images
would later be redrawn by William T. Peters and H. Patterson). William B. Draper would set up the 1st
telegraph system in Japan. P.B. Wilhelm Heine (1827-1885), who had been born in Germany and had
emigrated to New-York in 1849, would also make sketches as part of the visual account of the expedition.

are gone, but I no
May 9. Since I returned from Haverhill, not only I find the ducks
longer hear the chill-lill of the blue snowbird [Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis] or the sweet
strains of the fox-colored sparrow [Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca] and the tree sparrow
[American Tree Sparrow Spizella arborea]. The robin [American Robin Turdus
migratorius]’s strain is less remarkable.
I have devoted most of my day to Mr. Alcott. He is broad and genial, but indefinite; some would say
feeble; forever feeling about vainly in his speech and touching nothing. But this is a very negative
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account of him, for he thus suggests far more than the sharp and definite practical mind. The feelers
of his thought diverge —such is the breadth of their grasp,— not converge; and in his society almost
alone I can express at my leisure, with more or less success, my vaguest but most cherished fancy or
thought. There are never any obstacles in the way of our meeting. He has no creed. He is not pledged
to any institution. The sanest man I ever knew; the fewest crochets, after all, has he.
It has occurred to me, while I am thinking with pleasure of our days’ intercourse, “Why should I not
think aloud to you?” Having each some shingles of thought well dried, we walk and whittle them,
trying our knives, and admiring the clear yellowish grain of the pumpkin pine. We wade so gently
and reverently, or we pull together so smoothly, that the fishes of thought are not scared from the
stream, but come and go grandly, like yonder clouds that float peacefully through the western sky.
When we walk it seems as if the heavens — whose mother-o’-pearl and rainbow tints come and go,
form and dissolve — and the earth had met together, and righteousness and peace had kissed each
other. I have an ally against the arch-enemy. A blue-robed man dwells under the blue concave. The
blue sky is a distant reflection of the azure serenity that looks out from under a human brow. We walk
together like the most innocent children, going after wild pinks with case-knives. Most with whom
I endeavor to talk soon fetch up against some institution or particular way of viewing things, theirs
not being a universal view. They will continually bring their own roofs or –what is not much better–
their own narrow skylights between us and the sky, when it is the unobstructed heavens I would view.
Get out of the way with your old Jewish cobwebs. Wash your windows.
Saw on Mr. Emerson’s firs several parti-colored warblers [Northern Parula Parula americana],
or finch creepers (Sylvia Americana), a small blue and yellow bird, somewhat like but smaller than
the indigo-bird [Indigo Bunting
Passerina cyanea Indigo-bird]; quite tame, about the buds of
the firs, now showing red; often head downward. Heard no note. He says it has been here a day or
two.

At sundown paddled up the river.
The pump-like note of a stake-driver [American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus] from the fenny
place across the Lee meadow.
The greenest and rankest grass as yet is that in the water along the sides of the river. The hylodes are
peeping. I love to paddle now at evening, when the water is smooth and the air begins to be warm.
The rich warble of blackbirds
about retiring is loud and incessant, not to mention the notes of
numerous other birds. The black willow has started, but not yet the button-bush, Again I think I heard
the night-warbler [Ovenbird eiurus aurocapillus, or Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis
trichas?]. Now, at starlight, that same nighthawk [Common Nighthawk
Chordeiles minor] or
snipe [Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago] squeak is heard, but no hovering. The first bat goes
suddenly zigzag overhead through the dusky air; comes out of the dusk and disappears into it. That
slumbrous, snoring croak, far less ringing and musical than the toad’s (which is occasionally heard),
now comes up from the meadow’s edge. I save a floating plank, which exhales and imparts to my
hands the rank scent of the muskrats which have squatted on it. I often see their fresh green
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excrement on rocks and wood. Already men are fishing for pouts.
This has been almost the first warm day; none yet quite so warm. Walking to the Cliffs this afternoon,
I noticed, on Fair Haven Hill, a season stillness, as I looked over the distant budding forest and heard
the buzzing of a fly.

He made an entry in his journal that he was later to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” as:

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

[Paragraph 67] I chance to know but two or three intellectual men who
are yet so broad and truly liberal—unpledged to any institution or
creed—that I can think aloud in their society.1 Most with whom I
endeavor to talk, soon come to a stand against some institution in
which they appear to hold stock, that is some particular way of
viewing things, theirs not being a universal way. They will continually
bring their own low roofs, or at least their own narrow sky-lights,
between you and the sky—when it is the unobstructed heavens you
would view. Get out of the way with your old cobwebs—wash your
windows.
1. In the journal source of this paragraph, it is Bronson Alcott who “has no creed”
and “is not pledged to any institution.”
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In a sheaf of Thoreau’s notes titled “The Moon” extracts from which had been utilized by someone as the basis
for the short article “Night and Moonlight” ascribed to Thoreau in The Atlantic Monthly in November 1863,
and afterward republished in the EXCURSIONS volume (a sheaf that was delivered to Houghton, Mifflin &
Co. along with the 39 ms volumes of Thoreau’s journal) we find some notes from this date, informing us that
“At sundown on river, May 9th, ’53. I love to paddle now at evening when the water is smooth and the air
begins to be warm. This has been almost the first warm day. The rich warble of blackbirds about retiring is
loud and incessant, not to mention the notes of numerous other birds. I hear the pumplike note of a stake-driver
from the fens across the river. (Heard the first the 7th ult.) Now at starlight the squeak of snipes is heard over
the meadow, but not their hovering sound. The first bat of the season goes suddenly zigzag overhead through
the dusky air, and is immediately lost to sight again. [A writer] says of this animal, ‘By day, hanging from the
vault of sepulchral grottoes, it imitates the absolute stillness of the dead in his shroud.’ By night it is ‘the
skeleton with the scythe sailing through the regions of darkness with silent flight.’ A slumberous snoring croak
now comes up from the meadow’s edge, from some species of frog recently awakened. I save a floating plank
which exhales and imparts to my hands the rank scent of muskrats which have squatted on it. Already men are
fishing for pouts.”
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WALDEN: I should not forget that during my last winter at the pond there
was another welcome visitor, who at one time came through the village,
through snow and rain and darkness, till he saw my lamp through the trees,
and shared with me some long winter evenings. One of the last of the
philosophers, –Connecticut gave him to the world,– he peddled first her
wares, afterwards, as he declares, his brains. These he peddles still,
prompting God and disgracing man, bearing for fruit his brain only, like
the nut its kernel. I think that he must be the man of the most faith of
any alive. His words and attitude always suppose a better state of things
than other men are acquainted with, and he will be the last man
to be disappointed as the ages revolve. He has no venture in the present.
But though comparatively disregarded now, when his day comes, laws
unsuspected by most will take effect, and masters of families and rulers
will come to him for advice.–
“How blind that cannot see serenity!”

A true friend of man; almost the only friend of human progress. An Old
Mortality, say rather an Immortality, with unwearied patience and faith
making plain the image engraven in men’s bodies, the God of whom they
are but defaced and leaning monuments. With his hospitable intellect he
embraces children, beggars, insane, and scholars, and entertains the
thought of all, adding to it commonly some breadth and elegance. I think
that he should keep a caravansary on the world’s highway, where
philosophers of all nations might put up, and on his sign should be
printed. “Entertainment for man, but not for his beast. Enter ye that
have leisure and a quiet mind, who earnestly seek the right road.” He is
perhaps the sanest man and has the fewest crotchets of any I chance to
know; the same yesterday and tomorrow. Of yore we had sauntered and
talked, and effectually put the world behind us; for he was pledged to
no institution in it, freeborn, ingenuus. Whichever way we turned, it
seemed that the heavens and the earth had met together, since he enhanced
the beauty of the landscape. A blue-robed man, whose fittest roof is the
overarching sky which reflects his serenity. I do not see how he can ever
die; Nature cannot spare him.
Having each some shingles of thought well dried, we sat and whittled
them, trying our knives, and admiring the clear yellowish grain of the
pumpkin pine. We waded so gently and reverently, or we pulled together
so smoothly, that the fishes of though were not scared from the stream,
nor feared any angler on the bank, but came and went grandly, like the
clouds which float through the western sky, and the mother-o’-pearl
flocks which sometimes form and dissolve there. There we worked, revising
mythology, rounding a fable here and there, and building castles in the
air for which earth offered no worthy foundation. Great Looker! Great
Expecter! to converse with whom was a New England Night’s Entertainment.
Ah! such discourse we had, hermit and philosopher, and the old settler
I have spoken of, –we three,– it expanded and racked my little house;
I should not dare to say how many pounds’ weight there was above the
atmospheric pressure on every circular inch; it opened its seams so that
they had to be calked with much dulness thereafter to stop the consequent
leak; –but I had enough of that kind of oakum already picked.
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May 10, Tuesday, 1853: According to a preserved letter from James Battersby in Cincinnati, Ohio to his
brother Richard in Australia, “The City is divided into the following viz. Texas or Nigger Town where the
Blacks live — German Town mostly Germans — Dublin, the Irish. All being densely populated and occupying
3/4 of the city.” The fact that the district of Concord, Massachusetts in which the Thoreaus had built their new
house, hard by the new railroad station, was known locally as “Texas,” has been explained as its being merely
toward the southwest of the town, and as being merely because it was flat like Texas, or possessed, like Texas,
cows. In the light of this contemporary information from Cincinnati about naming conventions, ought we to
re-evaluate why this district of Concord was being referred to as “Texas”? Could the new Thoreau home have
been built in a poorer section of town commonly considered locally as an undesirable address because fringing
upon Concord’s “niggertown”? Or is the model of language used for the wings of the United States Hotel in
downtown Boston to be the model that we ought to follow?
Before departure of the USS Susquehanna from Shanghai, the American Consul hosted a large ball on shore.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Started in company with Lithcoe and Woodard, traveled till noon
and one of their wagons broke at the Catholic Mission. We came
on to feed, crossed one or two very bad creeks, camped alone for
the first time as our company did not come up. We are now in the
Pawnee nation which is said to be the most troublesome tribe of
indians on this end of the trip.
May 10: 5 A.M. — Up railroad.
The veery [Veery Catharus fuscescens] note after having heard the yorrick for some days, in the
primitive-looking pine swamp. Heard also that peculiarly wild evergreen-forest note which I heard
May 6th, from a small, lisping warbler, — er er ter re rer ree, — from high in the pines, as if a
chickadee (?); or was it the still smaller, slenderer white-bellied bird I saw? Female (?) yellowbird
(?) [Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia] this morning. All at once a strain which sounded like
old times and recalled a hundred associations. Not at once did I remember that a year had elapsed
since I heard it, and then the idea of the bobolink [Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus] was formed
in my mind, yet afterward doubted if it was not the imitation of a catbird. [It was the bobolink.] Saw
a kingbird [Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus], looking like [a] large phœbe, on a willow by
the river, and heard higher the clear whistle of the oriole [Northern Oriole Icterus galbula (Fiery
Hangbird or Hangbird or Gold Robin or Golden Robin)]. New days, then, have come, ushered in by
the warbling vireo [Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus], yellowbird [Yellow Warbler Dendroica
petechia], Maryland yellow-throat [Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas], and small
pewee [Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens], and now made perfect by the twittering of the
kingbird [Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus] and the whistle of the oriole [Northern
Oriole Icterus galbula (Fiery Hangbird or Hangbird or Gold Robin or Golden Robin)] amid the
elms (for I hear the last in various parts of the town within a few hours), which are but just beginning
to leaf out, thinking of his nest there, — if not already the bobolink [Bobolink Dolichonyx
oryzivorus]. The warbling vireo [Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus] promised warmer days, but the
oriole ushers in summer heats.
There is an old pasture behind E. Wood’s incrusted with the clay-like thallus of the bœomyces, which
is unexpectedly thin. The fruit now large.
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How far the woodpecker ’s tapping is heard! And no wonder, for he taps very, hard as well as fast,
to make a hole, and the dead, dry wood is very resounding withal. Now he taps on one part of the
tree, and it yields one note; then on that side, a few inches distant, and it yields another key; propped
on its tail the while.
The pear has blossomed. The butternut buds are more advanced than any hickories I have noticed.
P.M. — To Saw Mill Brook and Smith’s Hill.
The Nepeta Glechoma is out under R. Brown’s poles, a pretty deep-blue, half-concealed, violet-like
flower. It is the earliest flower of this character. Warm days when you begin to think of thin coats.
I proceed down the Turnpike. The masses of the golden willow are seen in the distance on either side
the way, twice as high as the road is wide, conspicuous against the distant, still half-russet hills and
forests, for the green grass hardly yet prevails over the dead stubble, and the woods are but just
beginning to gray. The female willow is a shade greener. At this season the traveller passes through
a golden gate on causeways where these willows are planted, as if he were approaching the entrance
to Fairyland; and there will surely be found the yellowbird [Yellow Warbler Dendroica
petechia], and already from a distance is heard his note, a tche tche tche tche tche tche, –ah, willow,
willow. Could not he truly arrange for us the difficult family of the willows better than Borrer, or
Barrett of Middletown? And as he passes between the portals, a sweet fragrance is wafted to him,
and he not only breathes but scents and tastes the air, and he hears the low humming or susurrus of
a myriad insects which are feeding on its sweets. It is, apparently, these that attract the yellowbird
[Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia]. The golden gates of the year, the May-gate. The traveller
cannot pass out of Concord by the highways in any direction without passing between such portals,
— graceful, curving, drooping, wand-like twigs, on which leaves and blossoms appear together. It
is remarkable that I saw this morning for the first time the bobolink [Bobolink
Dolichonyx
oryzivorus], gold robin [Northern Oriole Icterus galbula (Fiery Hangbird or Hangbird or Gold
Robin or Golden Robin)], and kingbird [Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus], — and have
since heard the first two in various parts of the town and am satisfied that they have just come, —
and, in the woods, the veery [Veery Catharus fuscescens] note. I hear the ringing sound of the
toads borne on the rippling wind as I keep down the causeway.
He is richest who has most use for nature as raw material of tropes and symbols with which to
describe his life. If these gates of golden willows affect me, they correspond to the beauty and
promise of some experience on which I am entering. If I am overflowing with life, am rich in
experience for which I lack expression, then nature will be my language full of poetry, — all nature
will fable, and every natural phenomenon be a myth. The man of science, who is not seeking for
expression but for a fact to be expressed merely, studies nature as a dead language. I pray for such
inward experience as will make nature significant.
That sedum (?) by Tuttle’s is now a foot high; has no great cactus-like buds, and is quite distinct from
the house-leek in Jesse Hosmer’s field. What is it? A gooseberry which has been in blossom for some
time, by the roadside on the left, between Wright’s and Hosmer’s old place. It is apparently Ribes
hirtellum. Is that the swamp gooseberry of Gray, now just beginning to blossom at Saw Mill Brook?
It has a divided style and stamens, etc., as yet not longer than the calyx, though my slip has no thorns
nor prickles. The leaves ire deeply divided and glossy. But what is the stout, prickly gooseberry in
the garden, with divided style? It seems the Cynosbati of Bigelow, yet not of Gray. A cerastium,
apparently viscosum, on right hand just beyond the Hosmer house. What kind? A wild red cherry
(Ceras11s Pennsylvanica) just out by the first-named gooseberry. I was surprised by the number of
bees above this gooseberry’s blossoms, small and inconspicuous as they are. Indeed there is scarcely
a flower which is not immediately found out by insects, and their coming must be coincident with
flowers and leaves. Some of the most forward plantain-leaved antennaria is already pinkish at top.
You hear the clear whistle and see the red or fiery orange of the oriole [Northern Oriole Icterus
galbula (Fiery Hangbird or Hangbird or Gold Robin or Golden Robin)] darting through Hosmer’s
orchard. But its note is not melodious and rich. It is at most a clear tone, the healthiest of your city
beaux and belles.
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When I heard the first bobolink [Bobolink
Dolichonyx oryzivorus] strain this morning I could
not at first collect myself enough to tell what it was I heard, — a reminiscence of last May in all its
prime occurring in the midst of the experience of this in its unripe state. Suddenly the season being
sufficiently advanced, the atmosphere in the right condition, these flashing, scintillating notes are
struck out from it where that dark mote disappears through it, as sparks by a flint, with a tinkling
sound. This flashing, tinkling meteor bursts through the expectant meadow air, leaving a train of
tinkling notes behind. Successive regiments of birds arrive and are disbanded in our fields, like
soldiers still wearing their regimentals. I doubted at first if it were not a strain brought on a few days
in advance by an imitative catbird [Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis] or thrush (?) from
where he had been staying. Within a day or more, a lower and decidedly downy and small racemed
amelanchier has opened, and I think that the first and slightly downy and greenish-leaved ones are
associated with the decidedly smooth and red-leaved Botryapium. Is not this now the most
conspicuous native flower? The Vaccinium vacillans is out.
The three colored violets, as I observe them this afternoon, are thus distinguished: the ovata, a dark
lilac, especially in sun; the cucullata, oftenest slaty-blue, sometimes lilac, deeper within, more or
less pale and striped; the pedata, large, exposed, clear pale-blue with a white spot. None like the sky,
but pedata most like it, lilac ovata least like it. Yet the last is the richest-colored. The pedata often
pale to whiteness. It begins now to be quite obvious along the side of warm and sandy woodland
paths.
Saw, quite near, a skunk, in a cloud of long, coarse black and white hair, within a rod and a half,
sharply staring at me with head to the ground, with its black, shining, bead-like eyes. It was at the
edge of its hole. Its head is so narrow, and snout long and pointed, that it can make those deep holes
in the spring. By the way, what makes these innumerable little punctures just through the grass in
woodland paths, as with a stick? Is this, too, by the skunk?
The chestnut leaves are now commonly as far unfolded as the larger maples and earlier oaks and
more than the elm; yet perhaps it should come after the red and black oaks. The aspen leaves (P.
tremuliformis), at least a few days since, were decidedly the most forward and conspicuous of any,
tree, and are still, I think, being more than an inch in diameter, light-green, but open and trembling
and not in dense masses. Only the rather rare paper birch and an occasional white birch in a favorable
place (I see no black nor yellow ones this afternoon) can be compared with it, and such, indeed, make
now, at last, a denser green; but in the case of the golden willow it is as much flowers as leaves that
make the show. But the P. grandidentata which have flowered show no leaves yet; only very young
ones, small downy leaves now. Of sizable wild trees which blossom, the most forward in respect to
leafing, methinks, are the tremble, the willows, wild black cherry, the birches (the papyracca
especially), balm-of-Gilead, Ostrya. The spring growth of the larch is the most conspicuous of
evergreens [sic], though its buds have not pushed out so far as the white pines. As on the late
willows, so on the oaks, catkins and leaves appearing together. Both leaf and flower buds of the oaks,
especially shrub oaks and red and black, are reddish (the white and swamp white are not at present),
and hence the reddish mistiness of the deciduous woods at present.
At Saw Mill Brook, I sec the flower-buds of the nodding trillium. I sit on a rock in Saw Mill Brook.
The Hornbeam (Carpinus) is just ready to bloom, its hop-like catkins, shorter than those of the
Ostrya, do not shed pollen just yet. [Does next morning in pitcher.] I was in search of this, and, not
observing it at first, and having forgotten it, I sat down on a rock, with the thought that if I sat there
quietly a little while I might see some flower or other object about me; unexpectedly, as I cast my
eyes upward, over my head stretched a spreading branch of the carpinus full of small catkins with
anthers now reddish, spread like a canopy just over my head. As it is best to sit in a grove and let the
birds come to you, so, as it were, even the flowers will come to you.
I sit here surrounded by hellebores eighteen inches high or more, with handsome, regular, plaited
leaves, regularly arranged around the erect stems, and a multitude of ferns are unrolling themselves,
altogether making the impression of a tropical vegetation.
I hear, and have for a week, in the woods, the note of one or more small birds somewhat like a
yellow-bird’s [Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia]. What is it? Is it the red-start [American
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Redstart Setophaga ruticilla]? I now see one of these. The first I have distinguished. And now I
feel pretty certain that my black and yellow warbler of May 1st was this. As I sit, it inquisitively hops
nearer and nearer. It is one of the election-birds48 of rare colors which I can remember, mingled dark
and reddish. This reminds me that I supposed much more variety and fertility in nature before I had
learned the numbers and the names of each order. I find that I had expected such fertility in our
Concord woods alone as not even the completest museum of stuffed birds of all the forms and colors
from all parts of the world comes up to. The neat and active creeper [Brown Creeper Certhia
americana] hops about the trunks, its note like a squeaking twig.
I leave the woods and begin to ascend Smith’s Hill along the course of the rill. The anemonies with
reddish-pink buds stand thick amid the loose grass under protecting brush or fagots, about rocks and
young trees.

ROSS/ADAMS
COMMENTARY
From the hill, I look westward over the landscape. The deciduous woods are in their hoary youth,
every expanding bud swaddled with downy webs. From this more eastern hill, with the whole
breadth of the river valley on the west, the mountains appear higher still, the width of the blue border
is greater, — not mere peaks, or a short and shallow sierra, but a high blue table/land with broad
foundations, a deep and solid base or tablet, in proportion to the peaks that rest on it. As you ascend,
the near and low hills sink and flatten into the earth; no sky is seen behind them; the distant
mountains rise. The truly great are distinguished. Vergers, crests of the waves of earth, which in the
highest break at the summit into granitic rocks over which the air beats. A part of their hitherto
concealed base is seen blue. You see, not the domes only, but the body, the facade, of these terrene
temples. You see that the foundation answers to the Superstructure. Moral structures. (The sweetfern leaves among odors now.) The successive lines of haze which divide the western landscape,
deeper and more misty over each intervening valley, are not yet very dense; yet there is a light
atmospheric line along the base of the mountains for their whole length, formed by this denser and
grosser atmosphere through which we look next the earth, which almost melts them into the
atmosphere, like the contact of molten metal with that which is unfused; but their pure, sublimed
tops and main body rise, palpable sky-land above it, like the waving signal of the departing who have
already left these shores. It will be worth the while to observe carefully the direction and altitude of
the mountains from the Cliffs. The value of the mountains in the horizon, — would not that be a good
theme for a lecture? The text for a discourse on real values, and permanent; a sermon on the mount.
They are steppingstones to heaven, — as the rider has a horse-block at his gate, — by which to mount
when we would commence our pilgrimage to heaven; by which we gradually take our departure
from earth, from the time when our youthful eyes first rested on them, — from this bare actual earth,
which has so little of the hue of heaven. They make it easier to die and easier to live. They let us off.
(With Alcott almost alone is it possible to put all institutions behind us. Every other man owns some
stock in this or that one, and will not forget it.)
Whether any picture by a human master hung on our western wall could supply their place. Whether
to shovel them away and level them would really smooth the way to the true west. Whether the skies
would not weep over their scars. They are valuable to mankind as is the iris of the eye to a man. They
are the path of the translated. The undisputed territory between earth and heaven. In our travels rising
higher and higher, we at length got to where the earth was blue. Suggesting that this earth, unless our
48. Helen Gere Cruickshank explained this terminology: “Though the last of the Old Day Elections held on the last Wednesday of
May occurred in 1831, the day was celebrated as a holiday for some years to come. Shooting matches were held on that day and
birds of all kinds were shot. Thoreau referred to birds shot on Election Day as Election Day Birds. He recalled such birds when he
observed the Redstart on May 10,1853.” Possibly the script from which this “election-day bird” was reading was “Dulce et decorum
est pro patria mori.”

SIDE HUNT
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conduct curse it, is as celestial as that sky. They are the pastures to which we drive our thoughts on
these 20ths of May. (George Baker told me the other day that he had driven cows to Winchendon,
forty miles, in one day.) Men often spend a great deal on a border to their papered walls, of the
costliest figure and colors, ultramarine (or what other?). This color bears a price like precious stones.
We may measure our wealth, then, by the number of square rods of superficial blue earth in our earth
border. Such proportion as it bears to the area of the visible earth, in such proportion are we
heavenly/minded. Yet I doubt if I can find a man in this country who would not think it better if they
were converted into solid gold, which could in no case be a blessing to all, but only a curse to a few,
—and so they would be stepping/stones to hell.
Return by Mill Brook Ditch Path. There is now a multiplicity of sounds, in which the few faint spring
ones are drowned. The birds are in full blast, singing, warbling, chirping, humming. Yet we do not
receive more ideas through our ears than before. The storms and ducks
of spring have swept by
and left us in the repose of summer, the farmers to the ignoble pursuits of planting and hoeing corn
and potatoes. The summer is not bracing, as when you hear the note of the jay in the cool air of
October from the rustling chestnut woods. Hear the night warbler [Ovenbird Seiurus
aurocapillus, or Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas?] now distinctly. It does not repeat
its note, and disappears with the sound. I mistook a distant farmer’s horn calling the men to early tea
for the low hum of a bee in the grass. Heard a tree-toad. The pond, Walden, has risen considerably
since the melting.
The man of science, who is not seeking for expression
but for a fact to be expressed merely, studies nature
as a dead language. I pray for such inward experience
as will make nature significant.

THOREAU AS
ORNITHOLOGIST

May 23, Monday, 1853: Buenos Aires gained its independence from Argentina (it would reunite in 1859).
In far-eastern waters, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi got up steam and set to sea in company
with the USS Susquehanna. It was towing the USS Supply. Off Saddle Island (Nanyushan), Ninghau River,
the flotilla sighted the sail of the stores bargue USS Caprice as it was arriving from Hong Kong.
In Concord, Henry Thoreau went to Ministerial Swamp.

May 23. P.M. — To Ministerial Swamp.
The poet must bring to Nature the smooth mirror in which she is to be reflected. He must be
something superior to her, something more than natural. He must furnish equanimity. No genius will
excuse him from importing the ivory which is to be his material.
That small veronica (V. arvensis) by Mrs. Hosmer’s is the same with that on the Cliffs; there is also
the smooth or V. serpyllifolia by her path at the brook. This is the fifth windy day. A May wind —
a washing wind. Do we not always have after the early thunder-showers a May storm? The first
windy weather which it is agreeable to walk or ride in — creating a lively din. That must be the
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Arenaria serpyllifolia, thyme-leaved sandwort, now for sonic days (weeks?) out on the Clamshell
Hill. Put it with viscid myosotis. To-day I am surprised by the dark orange-yellow of the senecio. At
first we had the lighter, paler spring yellows of willows (cowslips even, for do they not grow a little
darker afterward?), dandelion, cinquefoil, then the darker (methinks it is a little darker than the
cowslip) and deeper yellow of the buttercup; and then this broad distinction between the buttercup
and the krigia and senecio, as the seasons revolve toward July. Every new flower that opens, no
doubt, expresses a new mood of the human mind. Have I any dark or ripe orange-yellow thoughts to
correspond? The flavor of my thoughts begins to correspond. Lupines now for some days, probably
about the 10th. Whiteweed will open perhaps to-morrow or next day. For some time dandelions and
mouse-ear have been seen gone to seed — autumnal sights. I have not yet seen a white oak (and put
with it swamp white and chestnut) fairly in bloom.
The 20th, when at Flint’s Pond I raked away the leaves for acorns, I found many dor-bugs either just
ready to issue forth or which had taken refuge from the storm.
The geum is out, maybe one day.
As I rise the hill beyond Geum Meadow I perceive the sweet fragrance of the season from over the
turf; as if the vales were vast saucers full of strawberries, as if our walks were on the rim of such a
saucer. With this, couple the fact that directly the fresh shoots of the firs and spruces will have the
fragrance of strawberries. White clover. I see the light purple of the rhodora enlivening the edges of
swamps — another color the sun wears. It is a beautiful shrub seen afar, and makes a great show
from the abundance of its bloom unconcealed by leaves, rising above the andromeda. Is it not. the
most showy high-colored flower or shrub? Flowers are the different colors of the sunlight.
Saw a great silvery-grayish cocoon, perchance of an emperor moth, on a scrub apple six inches from
the ground, reminding me of a hornet’s or wasp’s nest — the great silk bag — two and one half
inches long by nearly two inches, with a hole by which, apparently, the perfect insect had flown.
What a rich stuff the shining silky, silvery bag!
At the Ministerial Swamp I find the spruce leaf-buds have not yet burst their envelopes except at the
tops of the trees where they have pushed out and are perfect handsome cones containing a bundle of
leaves. The large staminate blossoms are now dry and effete, and the young cones more than one
half inch long. Perhaps they should come between the red cedar and the larch. Put the first the last
of May; the spruce, both white and black, end of the first week of May, and larch directly after, till
I know better. It is glorious to stand in the midst of the andromeda, which so level and thick fills the
swamp, and look up at the blue spruce trees. The edges of the scales of the young cones, which are
at the tops of the trees (where the branches make light and open crosses), seen against the sunlit sky
or against the light merely, being transparent, are a splendid crimson color, as if the condensed fire
of all sunsets were reflected from them, like the richest damask or ruby-throated hummingbird’s
breast. They glow with the crimson fires of the sunset sky, reflected over the swamp — unspeakably
rare and precious rubies as you look up at them, but climb the tree and look down on than, and they
are comparatively dull and opaque. These are the rubies of the swamp. Already the just bursting leafbuds emit that rare strawberry fragrance. It is one of the most glowing, beautiful, brilliant effects in
nature, exactly like the reflections from the breast of the ruby-throated hummingbird [Rubythroated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris]; as if a hundred ruby-throated hummingbirds sat
on the topmost crosses of the trees, their breasts turned to the spin. The dwarf andromeda is for the
most part just prepared to leave out, though some twigs have grown an inch.
How different the ramrod jingle of the chewink [Rufous-sided Towhee Pipilo
erythrophthalmus] or any bird’s note sounds now at 5 P.M. in the cooler, stiller air, when also the
humming of insects is more distinctly heard, and perchance some impurity has begun to sink to earth
strained by the air. Or is it, perchance, to be referred to the cooler, more clarified and pensive state
of the mind, when dews have begun to descend in it and clarify it? Chaste eve! A certain lateness in
the sound, pleasing to hear, which releases me from the obligation to return in any particular season.
I have passed the Rubicon of staying out. I have said to myself, that way is not homeward; I will
wander further from what I have called my home — to the home which is forever inviting me. In
such an hour the freedom of the woods is offered me, and the birds sing my dispensation. In dreams
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the links of life are united: we forget that our friends are dead we know them as of old.
An abundance of pure white fringed polygalas, very delicate, by the path at Harrington’s mud-hole.
Thus many flowers have their nun sisters, dressed in white. At Loring’s Wood heard and saw a
tanager [Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea]. That contrast of a red bird with the green pines and
the blue sky! Even when I have heard his note and look for him and find the bloody fellow, sitting
on a dead twig of a pine, I am always startled. (They seem to love the darkest and thickest pines.)
That incredible red, with the green and blue, as if these were the trinity we wanted. Yet with his
hoarse note he pays for his color. I am transported; these are not the woods I ordinarily walk in. He
sunk Concord in his thought. How he enhances the wildness and wealth of the woods! This and the
emperor moth make the tropical phenomena of our zone. There is warmth in the pewee’s [Eastern
Wood-Pewee Contopus virens] strain, but this bird’s colors and his note tell of Brazil.
Even in remotest woods the trivial noon has its rule and its limit. When the chaste and pensive eve
draws on, suddenly the walker begins to reflect.
When I listened this evening at the door, I heard no hylodes; 1 but methinks I did hear toads on the
river, — unless they were frogs. [Heard a few next evening, also the 27th.]

May 24, Tuesday, 1853: In oriental waters, General Orders No. 11 and 12 were read in the presence of all
hands. General Order 11 warned the crew that the American Far East Squadron was approaching “parts of the
ocean but rarely visited, & by consequence but little known,” thus all hands would need to adopt “every
possible precaution to guard against accident” as well as keep a sharp eye out, and bear arms not only in port
but also at sea. They were on an intelligence mission, as Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had been
instructed to make particular exploration of the coast of Japan and adjacent continent and islands, to make
linear perspective views of remarkable places, to take soundings at the entrances of river harbors, and to obtain
other information necessary for the construction of charts. General Order 12 warned that the nations which
they were about to visit were inhabited by a singular people, whose policy it has been during more than two
centuries to decline all intercourse with strangers. One of the duties that was enjoined upon them was to
endeavor to overcome the local prejudices against foreigners “by a course of friendly & conciliatory measure
& to strive to convince the Japanese that we go amongst them as friends, not enemies.” Every person needed
to “exercise the greatest prudence, forbearance & discretion in their intercourse with all with whom they may
come in contact.” They were not intending to “resort to extreme measure” until “every friendly demonstration
shall have been exhausted.”
One wonders what Waldo Emerson made of Henry Thoreau’s record in his journal of a disappointing afternoon
conversation they tried to have on this day, when in later life he obtained the volumes from Sophia Elizabeth
Thoreau and browsed through them.
The following letter pertaining to Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s UNCLE TOM’S CABIN appeared in New-York’s
Evening Post of this date, having been mailed to this northern gazette by a slaveholding Christian family in
Alabama, one that would need to remain of necessity anonymous:

Uncle Tom’s Cabin in Alabama.
To the Editors of the Evening Post:
I have just finished a perusal of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”
I read every word to my wife. I will not attempt to
describe to you her feelings. She is an Alabamian; I, a
Virginian, by birth. We are slaveholders. The moment the
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steamer with George Harris and Eliza his wife touched
the Canada shore, three shouts for liberty, to the tops
of our voices, rent the air.
Every man, woman and child, white and black, in the
southern states, can bear testimony to the truth of the
portrait which Mrs. Stowe, God bless her! has drawn of
slavery. One of not the least excellencies of the book
is, that a Christian, of the highest style, standing
side by side with Wilberforce and Mrs. Hannah More,
leads the reader by the hand through the habitations of
cruelty that lie before our eyes. He or she can then
draw a contrast between the Christian and a mistress and
mother, who was some years since a near neighbor of
mine, who owned a little negro girl. She would heat the
tongs, and pull the flesh off her body with them.
I durst affirm that if his Satanic majesty were put upon
his voir dire he would confess that slavery is one of
the works of the devil which Christ was manifested in
the flesh to destroy.
In my opinion, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” is destined to have
a greater influence for good than any one single book
that has been published since the close of the canon of
Scripture. Mrs. Stowe, if I may so speak, is an
impersonation of our Savior, going about doing good. The
reader at once penetrates the deep meaning of the
parable of the servant that took his fellow-servant by
the throat, who owed him a few pence; of the good
Samaritan, and of Dives and Lazarus. Mrs. Stowe has
ended her book just as she should have done. She has
suggested no plan of emancipation further than the
example of young George Shelby goes. She has left the
duty and responsibility just where St. Paul, in his
letter to Philemon, left it, on the slave owner.
Our warmest thanks and best wishes to Mrs. Stowe,
whom generations
unborn
will
rise
up
and
call
“blessed.”
Very respectfully, &c.,
————–.
May 24. The smooth speedwell is in its prime now, whitening the sides of the back road,
above the Swamp Bridge and front of Hubbard’s. Its sweet little pansylike face looks up on all sides.
This and the Myosotis laxa are the two most beautiful little flowers yet, if I remember rightly.
P.M. — Talked, or tried to talk, with R.W.E. Lost my time — nay, almost my identity. He assuming
a false opposition where there was no difference of opinion, talked to the wind — told me what I
knew — and I lost my time trying to imagine myself somebody else to oppose him.
The wild pink was out day before yesterday.
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May 26, Thursday, 1853: The Senate approved the appointment of Nathaniel Hawthorne as US consul at the
port of Liverpool, England. When he became sure of this income, Hawthorne settled an income of $200.00
upon his surviving sister Elizabeth.49
There was a fire on Merchant Street near Kearny Street in San Francisco, in which the loss would amount to
some $8,000.
When the initial vessels of the American far-eastern fleet arrived at the harbor of Napa Riang (Naha), Loo
Choo (Lew Chew, Ryukyu Islands, now Okinawa), Japan, a boat came out from the shore bearing Japanese
who attempted to signal for the Americans to depart. They ignored this. When the sloop of war USS Saratoga
arrived from Hong Kong it came to anchor in the vicinity of these earlier American vessels.
A view was published, of the towns of Amesbury, Massachusetts and Salisbury, New Hampshire:

May 26. P.M. — To Lee’s Cliff.
No breaking away, but the clouds have ceased to drop rain awhile and the birds are very lively. The
waters are dark, and our attention is confined to earth. Saw two striped snakes deliberately drop from
49. Approximately the sum one could obtain in those years by working full time at woman’s wages as a seamstress.
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the stone bank wall into the river at Hubbard’s Bridge and remain under water while we looked. Do
not perceive the meadow fragrance in this wet weather. A high blueberry bush by roadside beyond
the bridge very full of blossoms. It has the more florid and blossoming effect because the leaves are
few and quite distinct, or standing out from the flowers — the countless inverted white mugs (in
rows and everywhere as on counters or shelves) with their peculiar green calyxes. If there are as
many berries as blossoms we shall fare well.
Now is the time to walk in low, damp maple copses and sec the tender, luxuriant foliage that has
pushed up, mushroom-like, before the sun has come to harden it — the ferns of various species and
in various stages, some now in their most perfect and beautiful condition, completely unfolded,
tender and delicate, but perfect in all their details, far more than any lace work — the most elaborate
leaf we have. So flat, just from the laundry, as if pressed by some invisible flat-iron in the air.
Unfolding with such mathematical precision in the free air, — green, starched and pressed, — might
they not be transferred, patterns for Mechlin and Brussels? Skunk-cabbage, nodding trillium with
concealed flowers, sarsaparilla, and arums, uvularias in thick-sown regiments now past their prime
— a rank growth of these, forming an almost uninterrupted counter of green leaves a foot or two
above the damp ground. Actæa alba some time. Maidenhair — frames of basins spirally arranged.
The pitch pines just out, with crowded bunches of staminate blossoms about the new shoots.
That barberry, bush near the bars on Conantum is methinks now the most beautiful, light, and
graceful bush that I ever saw in bloom. It is shaped like a haycock, broad and dense, yet light as if
some leaven had raised it. But how orientally beautiful now, seen through this dark mizzling air, its
parallel or rather concentric wreaths composed of leaves and flowers keeping each other apart and
lightening the whole mass, each wreath above composed of rich dark-green leaves, below of
drooping racemes of lively yellow flowers! Its beauty consists in a great measure in this intimate
mixture of flowers and leaves, the small rich-colored flowers not being too much massed. It suggests
the yellow-robed priests perchance of Thibet (?). The lowest wreaths lie on the ground. But go not
so near as to be disturbed by that sickening buttery odor, as of an underdone batter pudding, all eggs
but no spice. Who would think this would bake into such a red acid fruit?
Woodchucks seen tumbling into their holes.
The Galium aparine, common cleavers, a new one and the earliest, several days out, perhaps, high
up at the base of the rocks under Lee’s Cliff. In the same place Turritis stricta, straight towermustard, a slender towering plant with a delicate whitish or purplish-white blossom; not in Bigelow,
nor located in New England by Gray. Side-flowering sandwort is abundant, for some time, by wall
of Lee’s field near Garfield's. The Cratægus Crus-Galli is all ready to blossom close by the barberry
bush on Conantum. It is distinguished by its leaves, which are wedge-obovate with a short petiole
and shining on the upper side, as if varnished and the varnish had soaked in in spots. What is that
soft-leaved rubus (?), three-leaved with the odd one wedge-based, now in bloom? I see no thorns on
my slip.

May 27, Friday, 1853: Henry C. Wright acknowledged to the readers of The Liberator that, checking up on
his brother Chester who had been claimed by a medium to be dead at a specific time and place of a specific
thing, he had discovered that his brother was still quite alive and kicking. There had been “a mistake,
somewhere.” However, Wright continued, he still believed in spiritualism despite your occasional extraneous
mistake such as this one. Those who refused to believe in spiritualism, he suggested, were “hunkers,” people
who automatically scoffed at any novel idea.
The 26-year-old Irish immigrant James McGuigan arrived in the port of New Orleans and went directly to its
Charity Hospital, telling them that he had been ill for the past 4 days (it would turn out that the immigration
vessel he had been aboard had been traveling up the Mississippi River alongside a vessel from the Caribbean,
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that had evidently been carrying the yellow fever). Within hours McGuigan became delirious and, early the
following morning, brought up a black vomit; by 6 AM he was dead. This would turn out to be the initial
fatality in the worst epidemic any American city has ever experienced.
The clipper ship Northern Light arrived in Boston, 76 days and 5 hours out of San Francisco, California.
William Speiden, Jr. reported that the bay waters were so clear he could see “coral on the bottom some twenty
five or thirty feet deep.” Japanese boats came alongside with live provisions, including a bullock, some pigs,
sheep, and chickens, but trade was declined until Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had been given an
opportunity to communicate with local Japanese leadership.
Frederick Douglass’ Paper carried a notice of the Wednesday morning session of the American and Foreign
Anti-Slavery Society (excerpted below):
On Wednesday morning, at eight o'clock, an adjourned
meeting of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery
Society was held in the lecture room of the Tabernacle.
Rev. J. Warner, Williamsburg, presided....
UNCLE TOM’S CABIN.
Dr. McCune Smith then moved the following resolutions:
Resolved, That the warm thanks of this meeting to be
presented to Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, for writing the
inimitably beautiful and truthful story called Uncle
Tom's Cabin, and that we rejoice that the Almighty is
awakening the finest literary talent of the country to
lay their best offerings on the altar of human freedom;
and
Resolved, That we earnestly call upon the women of the
United States, earnestly and zealously to follow in the
glorious path laid out for them by Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Grace Greenwood and Lydia M.Child.
Dr. Smith eulogised “Uncle Tom's Cabin,” and said its
success—unexampled as it was—proved the depth and the
breadth of the anti-slavery feeling in this country. The
writer had touched a vein richer than California gold,
and would be followed by a host of Grub street
imitators. If there was romance in the country, it was
in the relations between masters and slaves, and in the
mixed relations growing out of them. He then proceeded,
at some length, to criticise the critic of the Literary
World, who had turned this beautiful story into
ridicule, while he puffed a world of fiction, on the
other side, without merit or invention.
Mr. Lewis Tappan said Mr. Jewett had sold a thousand
copies of the work every day since it was published, or
50,000 copies in eight weeks — a sale that was
unparalleled in the whole world. Look at the humble
origin of this book. Dr. Baily, one day at my house
said, I think I will get Mrs. Stowe to write a story for
my paper (for Dr.Baily put stories in his paper, just
as parents put pills into preserves for their children.)
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He wrote her a note, and enclosed a$100 bill.—She sent
him No. 1 of “Uncle Tom,” for the National Era, and said
she would finish it in three numbers. She was astonished
herself at the way it looked in print. In a month or two
he sent her $200 more, and so went on the tale till she
completed the work. Mrs. Stowe is now in Brooklyn, and
was here yesterday. She told me that when the fugitive
slave law came out, her pillow was wet every night, with
her tears, and if any book was ever written from the
effect of prayer, it was that book. I introduced her
last night to Uncle Tom’s grandson. She is going to
write more, and others are going to rival her. A
distinguished gentleman in Massachusetts is writing a
tale on the Fugitive Slave Law.
Dr. McCune Smith. — It is suggested by a gentleman here,
that it is Daniel Webster. — (Great laughter.)
Mr. Tappan.—Ladies can do much good by writing. For
instance, the book of Mrs. Nicholson, on Ireland, was
very valuable. The Irish were not blacks, but they had
wrongs. I observe the lady is in the room, and
congratulate her on this work. Then there is the work
of Mrs.Child, in the very title of which there is genius
— “An appeal in behalf of Americans called Africans.” —
President Day, of Yale College, a man of eighty years
of age, boasted that he never read a novel, yet he was
caught with “Uncle Tom.” It is not a fiction, but a
narrative of facts in the form of a fiction. A lawyer
told me that the escape of Eliza, over the Ohio river,
was too extravagant to be true.
Mr. Cook. — It is true; I know the man that helped her
over the river.
Mr. Tappan — A lawyer, one of the most distinguished
members of the Union Safety Committee, told me that he
verily believed that book had broken down their cause.—
(Great laughter.) Already an edition is being brought
out in Canada, and I have no doubt that it will soon be
in half a dozen of the languages of Europe. Now is the
time to go out with your agencies, after the seed is
sown by this book.
Dr. Thomas Ritter moved that the following be added to
the resolution: — “That the publisher be requested to
publish a cheap edition for the people, at 37 cents.”
If he does, I will expend $25 for copies to this
tribute. A gentleman told me that the would spend
several hundred dollars in the purchase of copies of a
cheap edition, to send to the students of a college.
Mr. Tappan — Send it to the members of Congress.
Mr. Ritter — Copies of it have been sent to the Southern
Senators, except Mr. Dawson, who said he would not read
it if it were sent to him.
Mr. Tappan — It is rather too much of a good thing to
expect the publisher to do this when he is selling a
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thousand copies per day, at$1.50. Three paper mills
cannot supply the paper fast enough. I am sorry to say
that the publisher derives the chief profit from it. He
has already made $25,000; and he will make $50,000. He
made a hard bargain with Mrs. Stowe. She receives
fifteen cents upon each copy sold. It has enabled her
to purchase a house and a garden for her husband and
children. A letter from Dr. Ritter would have as much
effect as a resolution by this body. I don't think we
ought to interfere between the publisher and the author.
Rev. Mr. Ray, (colored,) said the way Mr. Jewett got
hold of this book was as follows: He took the Era, and
his wife read the story. She asked her husband to read
it, but he was too busy. When the second number came out
she insisted on his writing to Mrs. Stowe for permission
to publish the remainder of the story with what had
already appeared, in the form of a book. Mr. Jewett did
so in obedience to his wife, (laughter) not caring much
about the matter himself.
Dr. Ritter withdrew his amendment, and the resolutions
were then passed.
May 27. 5.30 A.M. — To Island.
The Cornus florida now fairly out, and the involucres are now not greenish-white but white tipped
with reddish — like a small flock of white birds passing three and a half inches in diameter, the larger
ones, as I find by measuring. It is something quite novel in the tree line. That needle-shaped variety
of thorn is now almost fully out on Lee’s Hill; i.e. half the flowers open. Amelanchier berries are as
large as small peas. How beautiful the geranium flower-buds just. opening! — little purple
cylindrical tubes or hoods — cigaritos — with the petals lapped over and round each other. One
opens visibly in a pitcher before me. Heard a stake-driver [American Bittern Botaurus
lentiginosus] yesterday in the rain. It sounded exactly like a man pumping, while another man struck
on the head of the pump with an axe, the last strokes sounding peculiarly dry and hard like a forcible
echo from the wood-side. One would think all Concord would be built on piles by this time. Very
deliberately they drive, and in the intervals are considering the progress of the pile into the soft mud.
They are working by the day. He is early and late at his work, building his stake[?]-house, yet did
anybody ever see the pile he had driven? He has come back from his Southern tour to finish that job
of spike-driving which he undertook last year. It is heavy work — not to be hurried. Only green
hands are overhasty.
A turtle walking is as if a man were to try to walk by sticking his legs and arms merely out the
windows.
P.M. — To Saw Mill Brook.
Cleared up last night after two and a half days’ rain. This, with the two days’ rain the 18th and 19th,
makes our May rain -and more rain either of the two than at any other time this spring. Coming out
into the sun after this rain, with my thick clothes, I find it unexpectedly and oppressively warm. Yet
the heat seems tempered by a certain moisture still lingering in the air. (Methinks I heard a cuckoo
[Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus] yesterday and a quail [Northern
Bobwhite Colinus virginianus] (?) to-day.) A new season has commenced — summer — leafy
June. The elms begin to droop and are heavy with shade. The buttercups in the churchyard are now
in perfection, and it is surprising what a fairyland they make on some hillsides, looking more glossy
and bright than ever after the rain. The vireo, too, is heard more than ever on the elms; his note begins
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to prevail. The broad pads lying on the surface of the ditches on the Turnpike seem to reflect a fierce
heat upon the traveller. Yellow clover is out — how long? Hellebore a day or two at Saw Mill Brookits great spike of green flowers with yellow anthers. Its great plaited leaves look like a green shirt
bosom; drawn out smooth they prove to be basins. Was that Stellaria longifolia in bloom in the low
ground at Saw 3lill Brook? The crickets, which I have heard for a week now more and more, as much
as anything mark a new season. They are importers of thought into the world — the poor trivial
world; wholesale dealers in that article. Blue-eyed grass has been out some time, as I judge by the
size of its seed- Vessel. The river does not look blue from Smith’s Hill, — nor has it from any point
for some time past, — but indistinctly slaty and rippling, as through a mistiness. Is it not getting to
be too warm? A gray down or lint comes off of the leaves and shoots, which have grown so rapidly
during the warm wet weather, and whitens the clothes with clean dirt. This is the state of the woods
— the beardless woods, with downy cheek as yet. Sit in shade nowadays. The bullfrogs lie spread
out on the surface of Flint’s Pond. Holding down my head, the young rustics begin to look thick and
green in the shallow water advancing into the deep.
8 P.M. — Up Union Turnpike.
The reign of insects commences this warm evening after the rains. They could not come out before.
I hear from the pitch pine woods beyond E. Wood’s a vast faint hum, as of a factory far enough off
to be musical. I can fancy it something ambrosial from starlit mansions, a faint murmuring harp
music rising from all groves; and soon insects are felt on the hands and face, and dor-bugs are heard
humming by, or entangled in the pines, like winged bullets. I suppose that those dor-bugs which I
saw the other day just beginning to stir under the dead leaves have now first issued forth. They never
mistake their time. Between the pines here, white and pitch, whose outlines are dimly seen, — the
rising grass cool and damp beneath, — they are heard like a thousand bullets. The toads, too,
completely fill the air with their dreamy snore; so that I wonder that everybody does not remark upon
it and, the first time they hear it, do not rush to the riverside and the pools and capture ’a thousand;
but hardly the naturalists know whence the sound proceeds, and nobody else seems to bear it at all.
The whole air trembles with it, and hearing has no other pillow but this rippling one. Tree-toads, too,
keep up an incessant din from elms (?)-when near, drowning the common toads.
The toads gradually ceased after midnight and I heard not one in the morning. They want much
muggy warmth.

May 28, Saturday, 1853: Michael Flannery had boarded the Meridian headed out of Liverpool and Ireland
toward the New World. On this day the Meridian arrived at the docks of Boston, Massachusetts and Michael
disembarked. It is likely that Michael knew of Concord before he had left Ireland, because he would promptly
find his way there to work as a day laborer, farm hand, and woodcutter. According to that ship’s papers,
“Michael Flannelly” had reached the age of 36, but the current Flannery family believes that to be inaccurate
because it would have made him 2 to 6 years younger than the recent bride he had left behind in Ireland, Ann
Kelly Flannery.
The king of Ryukyu, Sho Tai (1843-1901) was a child at the time. Therefore, it was acting Prince Regent Sho
Taimu who made the necessary call on Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry aboard the USS Susquehanna as
acting regent of Okinawa, as a member of the royal family, and as the hereditary lord of Mabuni Village south
of Naha.
Lysander Spooner had been providing pro bono counsel and advice in escaped-slave cases. In this year, he
informed Gerrit Smith, he had sent to Lewis Tappan some arguments to use in the case of Jane Trainer
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(abolitionists in New York were hoping to save this minor from enslavement by arguing that since all God’s
children are born free, it is logically preposterous that she had inherited a status such as slavery from the social
predicament of her mother).
Sheppard’s Asylum, an early private mental hospital, was founded on this day by Moses Sheppard and others.
Actual construction of a facility for this institution outside Baltimore would be delayed, however, by lack of
funding and then by the outbreak of civil war although a groundbreaking would take place on May 25, 1862.
In 1898 the name would be changed to recognize a major benefactor, to the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt
Hospital.50
PSYCHOLOGY
In San Francisco, the members of Columbian Engine Co. No. 11 celebrated the arrival of their very new and
very decorative fire engine.
The Placer, California Herald reported that an immense flat along the banks of the North Fork of the American
River, at Rattlesnake Bar, had been completely “coyote” holed with gold diggings, with gold being discovered
extensively from the surface to a depth of 40 feet. Meanwhile the Daily Union was theorizing about where all
such surface lumps and grains of gold must have originated:
It is conceded that the gold found in the beds of rivers, ravines
and placer diggings was once embedded in quartz, from which it
was liberated by the action of the elements through countless
ages, and deposited where it is now found. If this hypothesis
be correct, what an incalculable quantity of gold must be still
locked up on the gold bearing quartz leads known to exist in
this State. In all countries in which gold mining has been
pursued, for a century, it has been from mines where the leads
were followed deep into the earth, and the same vein worked time
out of mind. Surface diggings, whatever they may prove in
California and Australia, have heretofore been exhausted within
the century in which they were discovered.

50. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological
Association, 1994
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Lucy Stone, the 1st woman from Massachusetts to complete a BA degree, was pioneering the Bloomer
costume, a costume we have lost the ability to recognize as daring and defiant and impious:

At about this point, in late May, Henry Thoreau was studying Henry Mayhew’s 1851 LONDON LABOUR AND
THE LONDON POOR.
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May 28. A rose in a garden.
5 P.M. —To Lupine Hill by boat.
The carnival of the year commencing — a warm, moist, hazy air, the water already smooth and
uncommonly high, the river overflowing, and yellow lilies all drowned, their sterns not long; enough
to reach the surface. I see [lee boat-club, or three or four in pink shirts, rowing at a distance. Beechdrops out apparently some days, the old bridge landing at Nawshawtuct; also just out green-briar.
Already the ringing croak of a toad begins to be heard here and there along the river, and the troonk
of a bullfrog from time to time. What is peculiar now, beginning yesterday, after rains, is the sudden
heat, and the more general sound of insects by day, and the loud ringing croak of common toads and
tree-toads at evening and in the night. Our river has so little current that when the wind has gone
down, as at present, it is dark and perfectly smooth, and at present dusty as a stagnant pool in every
part of it; far from there being any murmur, there is no ripple nor eddy for the most part. Hubbard
has plowed up the low-lying field at the bathing-place and planted it with potatoes; and now we find
that the field we resort to was equally used by the Indians, for their arrowheads are now exposed by
the plow. The sidesaddle-flower conspicuous, but no pollen yet. The bulbous arethusa out a day or
two - probably yesterday. Thought in a measure prepared for it, still its beauty surprised me; it is by
far the highest and richest color yet. Its intense color in the midst of the green meadow made it look
twice as large as reality; it looks very foreign in the midst of our plants -its richly speckled, curled,
and bearded lip. Devil’s-needles begin to fly; saw one the 14th. Thesium just out. This hazy
afternoon the sun is shorn of his beams now at six o'clock, and the lupines do not look so well for it;
their lilac tints show best looking at them towards the sun, for they are transparent. Last night in the
dark they were all a pale, whitish color like the moon by day — a mere dull luminousness, as if they
reflected light absorbed by day. Seen from this point now, the pitch pines on Bear Garden Hill, the
fresh green foliage of the deciduous trees now so prevails, the pitch pines, which lately looked green,
are of a dark-brownish or mulberry color by contrast, and the white pines almost as dark, but bluer.
In this haziness no doubt they are a little darker than usual. The grass on pretty high ground is wet
with dew an hour before sunset. Whiteweed now, and cotton-grass. For three quarters of an hour the
sun is a great round red ball in the west, reflected in the water; at first a scarlet, but as it descends
growing more purple and crimson and larger, with a blue bar of a cloud across it; still reflected in
the water, two suns, one above the other, below the hilly bank; as if it were a round hole in the cope
of heaven, through which we looked into a crimson atmosphere. If such scenes were painted
faithfully they would be pronounced unnatural. It is remarkable at how little distance a hillside
covered with lupines looks blue, while a house or board painted blue is seen so great a distance.
A sprig of wilted fir now grown an inch emits that rich fragrance somewhat like strawberries and
pineapples, yet peculiar.
Mayhew, in his “London Labour and London Poor,” treating of the costermongers, or those who get
their living in the streets of London, speaks of “the muscular irritability begotten by continued
wandering,” making one “unable to rest for any time in one place.” Mentions the instance of a girl
who had been accustomed to sell sprats in the streets, who having been taken into a gentleman’s
house out of charity, “the pressure of shoes was intolerable to her.” “But no sooner did she hear from
her friends, that sprats were again in the market, than as if there were some magical influence in the
fish, she at once requested to be freed from the confinement, and permitted to return to her old
calling.” I am perhaps equally accustomed to a roaming field-life, experience a good deal of that
muscular irritability, and have a good many friends who let me know when sprats arc in the market.
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May 30, Monday, 1853: Father Isaac Hecker, CSSR wrote to Orestes Augustus Brownson, Esq.
Dr. Elisha Kent Kane made a final call to assure his fiancée Maggie Fox that all would be well, in preparation
for sailing for the Arctic on the following day. He asked Cornelius Grinnell to act as Maggie’s guardian during
his absence, keeping her supplied her with funds and information about the expedition. In a final letter written
as he left Newfoundland, Kane would imagine his beloved under the shade of a drooping chestnut, startling
the birds with her “tokens of the spirit-world.” He advised her to study German and asked that she “write
naughty letters” to him in that “noble language.” He promised to be true to his promises and asked her only to
“exercise often, laugh when you can, grow as fat as you please; and when I return-God granting me that distant
blessing-... let me have at least the rewarding consciousness of having done my duty.”
Le Repos de la Sainte Famille from La fuite en Egypte for chorus and orchestra by Hector Berlioz to his own
words was performed for the initial time, in London.
American stores barque USS Caprice arrived in Japanese waters from Hong Kong and resupplied the sidewheel steam frigate USS Susquehanna with cargo, coal, and bread.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau sailed downriver with Ellery Channing to Carlyle Bridge and back upriver in
a stiff breeze, making remarkably good time:

May 30. The morning wind forever blows; the poem of the world is uninterrupted, but few
are the ears that hear it. Forever that strain of the harp which soothed the Cerberus and called me
back to life is sounding. Olympus is the outside of the earth everywhere.
5 A.M. — To Cliffs.
High blackberry out. As I go by Hayden’s in the still cool morning, the farmer’s door is open —
probably his cattle have been attended to — and the odor of the bacon which is being fried for his
breakfast fills the air. The dog lies with his paws hanging over the door-sill this agreeably cool
morning. The cistus out, probably yesterday, — a simple and delicate flower, its stamens all swept
to one side. It upholds a delicate saffron-golden (?) basin about nine inches from the ground.
As I look off from Fair Haven I perceive that that downy, silvery hoariness has mostly left the leaves
(it now comes off on to the clothes), and they are of a uniform smooth light green, while the pines
are a dirty dark brown, almost purple, and are mostly merged and lost in the deciduous trees. The
Erigeron bellidifolius is a tender-looking, pale-purple, aster-like flower a foot high in little squads,
nodding in the wind on the bare slopes of hill pastures. Young bush-like black cherries a day or two,
on Cliffs and in such favorable places. The hylodes were about done peeping before those last few
warm days, — when the toads began in earnest in the river, — but last night being somewhat cooler
they were not so loud.
P.M. — To Carlisle Bridge by boat.
A strong but somewhat gusty southerly wind, before which C. and I sailed all the way from home to
Carlisle Bridge in not far from an hour; the river unusually high for the season. Very pleasant to feel
the strong, fresh southerly wind from over the water. There are no clouds in the sky, but a high
haziness, as if the moisture drawn up by yesterday’s heat was condensed by to-day’s comparative
coolness. The water a dull slate-color and waves running high, — a dirty yellow where they break,
— and long streaks of white foam, six or eight feet apart, stretching north and south between
Concord and Bedford, — without end. The common blue flag just out at Ball’s Hill. The white
maples, especially those shaped like large bushes, on the banks are now full of foliage, showing the
white under sides of the leaves in the wind, and the swamp white oak, having similar silvery under
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sides to its leaves, and both growing abundantly and prevailing here along the river, make or impart
a peculiar flashing light to the scenery in windy weather, all bright, flashing, and cheerful. On the
meadows are large yellow-green patches of ferns beginning to prevail. Passed a large boat anchored
off in the meadows not far from the boundary of Concord. It was quite a piece of ocean scenery, we
saw it so long before reaching it and so long after; and it looked larger than reality, what with the
roaring of the wind in our shrouds and the dashing of the waves. The incessant drifting about of a
boat so anchored by a long cable, playing with its halter, now showing more, now less, of its side, is
a pleasing sight. Landed at a high lupine bank by Carlisle Bridge. How many such lupine banks there
are! — whose blue you detect many rods off. There I found, methinks, minute Specularia perfoliata,
with small crenate clasping leaves alternate at some distance apart, on upright stems about three
inches high, but apparently fruiting in the bud. Also the Silene antirrhina very abundant there. The
Viola palmata, which is later, and therefore, methinks, fresher than most, is now quite prevalent, one
of the most common, in fact, in low ground and a very handsome purple, with more red than usual
in its violet. The pines now clotted with white shoots, the pitch pines a little reddish, are an
interesting sight now. Whence came all those dead slackers, a dozen at least, which we saw floating
to-day, some on their sides, transversely barred, some on their backs with their white bellies up and
dark fins on each side? Why are they suckers only that we see’, Can it be because the spearers have
thrown them away? Or has some bird of prey dropped them? I rarely see other fish floating. 1\Ielvin
gave George Brooks some pink azaleas yesterday, said to have grown in the north part of the town.
The white maple keys falling and covering the river.

May 31, Tuesday, 1853: Dr. Elisha Kent Kane sailed aboard the Advance with the 2d Grinnell expedition from
New-York harbor (they would winter in Rensselaer Bay).
The British vessel Sea was driven ashore and wrecked near Port Phillip, Victoria with the loss of 17 of the 26
on board, and in addition of a rescuer.
Some Americans went ashore and some Japanese visited the side-wheel steam frigate USS Susquehanna,
bringing fish.
The Daily Alta California of San Francisco pontificated about the gold rush:
The desire of becoming suddenly rich has probably been the cause
of more evil to California than to any other country in the
world. People have not, at a general thing, come here to stay,
but to get a certain amount of gold and then leave. They have
not been willing to wait long enough to take things to advantage,
but as soon as they set foot on our shores they have dashed to
anything that offered itself, little regarding consequences.
Hence we see so many, who have been here for a long time, and
in many instances men of good sense, hare succeeded but poorly
from the fact that in the race for wealth they were in too much
haste to make speed. Every one who has been here for a year or
two can see how he might have made a fortune had he used more
deliberation end waited for the auspicious moment. But people
would not do that, and they have either in many instances spent
their time in building air-castles and chasing ignis fatus, till
they find, after a long and laborious time, they have little to
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show for their toil. In the meanwhile, those who have been more
deliberate, and, Mahomet-like, preferred to have the mountain
come to them, rather than go themselves to the mountain, have,
at a general thing, been tar more successful. We may notice that
when a man has settled down in some advantageous spot and begun
in a small way, by raising vegetables, poultry and pigs, he has
almost invariably become rich in the world. So it hat been with
the ranchero. If he has used judgment and discrimination in his
location, he has accumulated property in spite of himself. Since
this is the case, it seems unaccountable that people will not
learn to take things to greater advantage in California, and
settle down more quiet and contented. There need not be this
over-anxiety about wealth, and there ought not to be, for it
defeats itself. The tortoise is more like to win the race here
than the hare, and we look to a recognition of this idea at being
calculated to be of great service to the State and give as a
more contented and permanent population.
But the folly of this over eagerness for wealth is better
illustrated in the mines than in any other part of the country.
There it is the practice for them to get at much as possible today — to work when that evening’s tale shall show the most dust,
not heeding whether or no the work must all be done over again.
Men do not work in the way they would elsewhere, and as they
would here if they had a better title to the grounds, and
everybody was not actuated by the desire to get what he can in
a short time and leave. What stupid folly has been manifested
in the kind of methods used for washing the gold. For a long
time the cradle and pan were the only instruments employed.
People could see then, at well as now, that this was a laborious
method of washing dirt, but they had no time to stop for
experiments: no time for improvements; and so they worked on
with such means as were most convenient. If they stopped a day
to make improved machine, it was lost time; for that night would
show no addition to the bag. Hence the first digging consisted
in coyoting and tracing out rich leads and the narrow beds of
gulches, leaving the great burden of the dirt to be washed
afterward. How often do the same miners wash the same dirt
several times! They begin, and finding how much they can take
by washing out the best part of a bar or gulch, they leave those
parts that pay least until they work out the richest part,
thinking to find smother as rich place elsewhere. But they are
often disappointed, and go to work on the bar again, and wash
over the old tailings to get them out of the way, and then they
go deeper in the bars and banks. In fact, we do not believe the
history of the world hardly shows a parallel to the useless labor
that has been performed in the California mines. We have been
led into these remarks by reading the following extract from the
Sonora Herald:
We must not forget to mention here the Union Water
Company, which supplies Murphy’s, Douglass’ Flat,
Angel’s, and other localities with water brought from
the North Branch of the Stanislaus. The canal of this
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company is a successful operation; and we saw, both at
Murphy’s and Douglass’, that the miners have as large a
supply of the element as they need. The enterprise of
this company is meeting with a fine reward, their daily
receipt being, we are informed, about seven or eight
hundred dollars. There are but twenty shareholders. One
of their improvements and sources of revenue is worthy
of note. It is a large sluice or flume, about half a
mile long, which is laid at the foot of the hill which
we have already spoken of, and which receives all the
water and tailings which pass from the hundred sluices
of the miners along its line. It was constructed at the
solicitation of the miners on the Flat, whose claims
were previously being flooded by the water used by those
on the hill-side, and now not only prevents a recurrence
of the injury, but is the source of a handsome revenue
to the company. One man employed by the company is
engaged at the end of this great sluice, in re-washing
the tailings which have passed through it, which
sometimes yield several pounds of fine gold in a day.
This in the first time that we have heard of tailings
being tried on so extensive a scale, and the success of
the enterprise in this instance renders it well worthy
of imitation.
This extract goes to prove the truth of what we have before
expressed, that there is an immense amount of gold existing in
the ground in the form of an impalpable powder, and too fine to
save by any process yet discovered. The sluice is doubtless a
great improvement on anything which has preceded it, but even
that does not save it all. The rocker and the tom have been in
a great measure discarded, because of the waste of gold; but yet
people have been extremely slow to find out what was for their
interest. Men used the rocker and the tom for a long time when
they might have used the sluice to far better advantage, but
they had not time to look into the matter and learn that every
day they were wasting money by the course they were pursuing.
They could not think of going to the expense of such a thing as
a long sluice, for they did not intend to stop in the country
but a short time— only long enough to get a “pile,” and then
they would bid good-bye to California. So they worked on in the
shiftless way they did, in many instances losing more gold than
they saved.
We have seen all these acts of folly, and though there have been
great improvements made in the method of washing gold, there is
no doubt that there is great room for farther improvement. The
sluice, if made long enough and of the right pitch, with plenty
of clear water, will save all the gold but the finest, yet we
have known a trough of quicksilver at the end of such a sluice
to catch, day after day, from an ounce and a half to two ounces
of gold daily. Yet for all this evidence so direct and
indisputable, the most of the sluices around had no such
appendage as a few pounds of quicksilver! Are we not right in
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saying the history of the world does not show a parallel for
useless 1abor to be met with in the mines of California. These
tailings will of course sooner or later all be worked over again,
but a tithe of the labor and expense, if employed at first in
doing the work thoroughly, would have rendered this labor
unnecessary. The idea has been to get the most possible to-day,
and so long as the present scrambling system obtains, men will
not give the subject of economising the thought and attention
which the subject is entitled to. Repeated instances have come
to our knowledge when the amount of gold saved has been doubled
by a little alteration or improvement made in the ripple-box or
in the construction of the sluice, and we hope to see more
attention given to this subject, and trust that whenever any
advancement is made, the public may be informed of it. The
attention of all practical miners is asked to the consideration
of the matter, and any suggestions or observations on a question
of so much importance, are earnestly solicited.
A CALIFORNIA POLITICIAN IN A SCRAPE. — We learn from the Shasta
Courier of Saturday, that one Col. Harper, at one time a
prominent politician in the northern part of the State, and a
contestant for a seat in the Senate, robbed an old lady of $1,800
on Wednesday. They were passengers together in a stage coach,
and the honorable politician abstracted the money from her
carpetbag. He was lodged in Hamilton jail.
May 31. Some incidents in my life have seemed far more allegorical than actual; they were
so significant that they plainly served no other use. That is, I have been more impressed by their
allegorical significance and fitness; they have been like myths or passages in a myth, rather than
mere incidents or history which have to wait to become significant. Quite in harmony with my
subjective philosophy. This, for instance: that, when I thought I knew the flowers so well, the
beautiful purple azalea or pinxter-flower should be shown me by the hunter who found it. Such facts
are lifted quite above the level of the actual. They are all just such events as my imagination prepares
me for, no matter how incredible. Perfectly in keeping with my life and characteristic. Ever and anon
something will occur which my philosophy has not dreamed of. The limits of the actual are set some
thoughts further off. That which had seemed a rigid wall of vast thickness unexpectedly proves a thin
and undulating drapery. The boundaries of the actual are no more fixed and rigid than the elasticity
of our imaginations. The fact that a rare and beautiful flower which we never saw, perhaps never
heard [of], for which therefore there was no place in our thoughts, may at length be found in our
immediate neighborhood, is very suggestive.
P.M. — A change in the weather. It is comparatively cool since last night, and the air is very clear
accordingly; none of that haze in it occasioned by the late heat. Yesterday was another very windy
day, making the sixth, I believe, of this May, the 23d having been the last. The leaves are now fairly
expanded — that has been the work of May — and are of a dark summer greenness. Some have even
begun to cut the rankest grass in front yards. May has been, on the whole, a pleasant month, with a
few days of gentle rain-storm, — fishermen's rains, — straight down and spattering on the earth, —
and the last week quite warm, even somewhat sultry arid summer-like. The bulk of the planting has
been done this month, and there have been half a dozen days of strong breezy and gusty, but not cold,
winds, — northwest and then southwest and south. It is surprising to see how many leaves are
already attacked by insects, — leafrollers, pincushion galls, one kind of oak-balls, etc., etc.; and
many a shrub and tree, black cherry and shrub oak, is no sooner leaved out than it is completely
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stripped by its caterpillar foes.
I am going in search of the Azalea nudiflora. Sophia brought home a single flower without twig or
leaf from Mrs. Brooks’s last evening. Mrs. Brooks. I find, has a large twig in a vase of water, still
pretty fresh, which she says George Melvin gave to her son George. I called at his office. He says
that Melvin came in to Mr. Gourgas’s office, where he and others were sitting Saturday evening, with
his arms full and gave each a sprig, but he does n’t know where he got it. Somebody, I heard, had
seen it at Captain Jarvis’s; so I went there. I found that they had some still pretty fresh in the house.
Melvin gave it to them Saturday night, but they did not know where he got it. A young man working
at Stedman Buttrick’s said it was a. secret; there was only one bush in the town; Melvin knew of it
and Stedman knew; when asked, Melvin said he got it in the swamp, or from a bush, etc. The young
man thought it grew on the Island across the river on the Wheeler farm. I went on to Melvin’s house,
though I did not expect to find him at home at this hour, so early in the afternoon. (Saw the wood
sorrel out, a day or two perhaps, by the way.) At length I saw his dog by the door, and knew he was
at home. He was sitting in the shade, bareheaded, at his back door. He had a large pailful of the azalea
recently plucked and in the shade behind his house, which he said he was going to carry to town at
evening. He had also a sprig set out. He had been out all the forenoon and said he had got seven
pickerel, — perhaps ten [?]. Apparently he had been drinking and was just getting over it. At first he
was a little shy about telling me where the azalea grew, but I saw that I should get it out of him. He
dilly-dallied a little; called to his neighbor Farmer, whom he called “Razor,” to know if he could tell
me where that flower grew. He called it, by the way, the “red honeysuckle.” This was to prolong the
time and make the most of his secret. I felt pretty sure the plant was to be found on Wheeler’s land
beyond the river, as the young man had said, for I had remembered how, some weeks before this,
when I went up the Assabet after the yellow rocket, I saw Melvin, who had just crossed with his dog,
and when I landed to pluck the rocket he appeared out of the woods, said he was after a fish-pole,
and asked me the name of my flower. Did n’t think it was very handsome, — “not so handsome as
the honeysuckle, is it?” And now I knew it was his “red honeysuckle,” and not the columbine, he
meant. Well, I told him he had better tell me where it was; I was a botanist and ought to know. But
he thought I couldn't possibly find it by his directions. I told him he’d better tell me and have the
glory of it, for I should surely find it if he did n’t; I'd got a clue to it, and should n’t give it up. I should
go over the river for it. I could smell it a good way, you know. He thought I could smell it half a mile,
and he wondered that I had n’t stumbled on it, or Channing. Channing, he said, came close by it once,
when it was in flower. He thought he’d surely find it then; but he did n’t, and he said nothing to him.
He told me he found it about ten years ago, and he went to it every year. It blossomed at the old
election time, and he thought it “the handsomest flower that grows.” Yarrow just out.
In the meanwhile, Farmer, who was hoeing, came up to the wall, and we fell into a talk about
Dodge’s Brook, which runs through his farm. A man in Cambridge, he said, had recently written to
Mr. Monroe about it, but he did n’t know why. All he knew about the brook was that he had seen it
dry and then again, after a week of dry weather in which no rain fell, it would be full again, and either
the writer or Monroe said there were only two such brooks in all North America. One of its sources
— he thought the principal one was in his land. We all went to it. It was in a meadow, — rather a dry
one, once a swamp. He said it never ceased to flow at the head now, since he dug it out, and never
froze there. He ran a pole down eight or nine feet into the mud to show me the depth. He had
minnows there in a large deep pool, and cast an insect into the water, which they presently rose to
and swallowed. Fifteen years ago he dug it out nine feet deep and found spruce logs as big as his leg,
which the beavers had gnawed, with the marks of their teeth very distinct upon them; but they soon
crumbled away on coming to the air. Melvin, meanwhile, was telling me of a pair of geese [Canada
Goose Branta canadensis] he had seen which were breeding in the Bedford Swamp. He had seen
them within a day. Last year he got a large brood (11?) of black ducks
there.
We went on down the brook, — Melvin and I and his dog, — and crossed the river in his boat, and
he conducted me to where the Azalea nudiflora grew, — it was a little past its prime, perhaps, — and
showed me how near Channing came. (“You won't tell him what I said; will You?” said he.) I offered
to pay him for his trouble, but he wouldn’t take anything. He had just as lief I’d know as not. He
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thought it first came out last Wednesday, on the 25th.
Azalea nudiflora, — purple azalea, pinxter-flower, — but Gray and Bigelow say nothing about its
clamminess. It is a conspicuously beautiful flowering shrub, with the sweet fragrance of the common
swamp-pink, but the flowers are larger and, in this case, a fine lively rosy pink, not so clammy as the
other, and, being earlier, it is free from the insects which often infest and spoil the first, though I find
a very few little flies on them. With a broader, somewhat downy pale-green leaf. Growing in the
shade of large wood, like the laurel. The flowers, being in naked umbels, are so much the more
conspicuous. (The Viola debilis by the brook, near the azalea.) It is a flower with the fragrance of the
swamp[-pink], without its extreme clamminess and consequent insects, and with a high and beautiful
color and larger segments to the corolla, with very much exserted stamens and pistil. Eaton says the
nudiflora is “not viscous;” names half a dozen varieties and among them A. partita (flesh-colored
flowers, 5-parted to the base), but then this is viscous. And it cannot be his species A. nitida, with
glabrous and shining and small leaves. It must be an undescribed variety — a viscous one — of A.
nudiflora.
Melvin says the gray squirrel nests are made of leaves, the red squirrel of pine stuff. Jarvis tells me
that Stedman Buttrick once hired Melvin to work for him on condition that he should not take his
gun into the field, but he had known him to do so when Buttrick was away and earn two or three
dollars with his game beside his day’s work, but of course the last was neglected.
There is a little danger of a frost to-night.

Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for June 1853 (æt. 35)
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June 1, Wednesday, 1853: Normal College in Randolph County, North Carolina awarded its first B.A.
degrees.
Marietta Alboni sailed for France, where she would marry an Italian count. By 1863 she would have
abandoned her singing career, except for special appearances at which she would apologize for both her
growing obesity and her somewhat diminishing vocal talents by making the smiling comment “I am the
shadow of my former self.”

In Pest, two works for piano and orchestra by Franz Liszt were performed for the initial time:
Fantasie über Motive aus Beethovens Ruinen von Athen and Fantasie über Ungarische Volksmelodien.
William Speiden, Jr. went ashore on the Japanese island with officers to take a walk. They were trailed by
locals who seemed intrigued by these outsiders. A separate American exploring party also went ashore.
Some Frenchmen in San Francisco, California organized Lafayette Hook & Ladder Co. No. 2 on Broadway
Avenue between Dupont and Stockton, modeled after fire companies in Paris.
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Lola Montez discarded the “manager” with whom she had arrived in San Francisco and got “married” with
Patrick Purdy Hull, owner of the San Francisco Whig, whom she had met aboard that ship, and moved to Grass
Valley, California to perform around the Gold Country. During a stay of several years in Grass Valley she
would accumulate a number of pets, including a bear cub which she kept tethered in her yard.
When US Senator Gwin engaged in a duel in San Francisco with J.W. McCorkle, there were no injuries.
Arthur Buckminster Fuller, pastor of the Unitarian Society in Manchester, New Hampshire, was installed to
minister over the New North Church in Boston.

Jefferson Davis began to serve, for a period of 15 days, as acting Secretary of the Navy.
Henry Thoreau, in his journal, toyed with the idea that the fruit typical of the New England ministerial class
might be the sort of bitter tree gall that never ripens, rather than the sort of tree fruit that will bring sweetness
into the difficult lives of the parishioners:

June 1 [1853]. This gall [pincushion gall on young white oaks]
is the tree’s “Ode to Dejection.” How oft it chances that the apparent
fruit of a shrub, its apple, is merely a gall or blight! How many men
meet with some blast in the moist growing days of their youth, and
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what should have been a sweet and palatable fruit in them becomes a
mere puff and excrescence, ripening no kernel, and they say that they
have experienced religion! For the hardening of the seed is the crisis.
Their fruit is a gall, a puff, an excrescence, for want of moderation and
continence. So many plants never ripen their fruit.
Nathan Fiske of the Cambridge, Massachusetts post office advertised in the Chronicle that there had gotten to
be quite a few letters there, awaiting pickup by addressees (see following screen).
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
For the last ten days we have been traveling up the Platte
Bottom, a distance of 125 miles. Have traveled slow and laid by
two days. The grass has been quite good most of the way. Had
considerable of rain, which is the most unpleasant part of it.
The scenery along the river is much the same, quite pretty,
though not enchanting. Nothing of striking interest has
occurred, except we see plenty of wolves, antelope, buffalo,
prairie dogs and dog towns etc. These prairie dogs are about the
size of a squirrel and live in houses underground in towns and
villages. They seem quite full of antics. One always stays out
so he can see around until we get quite near him.
June 1. Quite a fog this morning. Does it not always follow the cooler nights after the first
really warm weather about the end of May? Saw a water snake yesterday, with its tail twisted about
some dead weed stubble and quite dry and stiff for an inch, as if it were preparing to shed its skin.
A wilted sprig of creeping juniper has a little, a very little, of sweet fragrance, somewhat like that of
the fir and spruce. It seems to be just coming into bloom. Bees are swarming now, and those who
keep them often have to leave their work in haste to secure them.
P.M. — To Walden.
Summer begins now about a week past, with the expanded leaves, the shade and warm weather.
Cultivated fields also are leaving out, i.e. corn and potatoes coming up. Most trees have bloomed
and are now forming their fruit. Young berries, too, are forming, and birds are being hatched. Dorbugs and other insects have come forth the first warm evening after showers.
The birds have now all (?) come and no longer fly in flocks. The hylodes are no longer heard. The
bullfrogs begin to trump. Thick and extensive fogs in the morning begin. Plants are rapidly growing,
— shooting. Hoeing corn has commenced (June 1st). It is now the season of growth. The first bloom
of the year is over. Have not wild animals now henceforth (?) their young? and fishes too?
The pincushion galls on young white oaks are now among the most beautiful objects in the woods,
coarse woolly white to appearance, spotted with bright red or crimson on the exposed side. It is
remarkable that a mere gall, which at first we are inclined to regard as something abnormal, should
be made so beautiful, as if it were the flower of the tree: that a disease, an excrescence, should prove,
perchance, the greatest beauty, — as the tear of the pearl. Beautiful scarlet sins they may be. Through
our temptations, — aye, and our falls, — our virtues appear. As in many a character, — many a poet,
— we see that beauty exhibited in a gall, which was meant to have bloomed in a flower, unchecked.
Such, however, is the accomplishment of the world. The poet cherishes his chagrins and sets his
sighs to music. This gall is the tree’s “Ode to Dejection.” How oft it chances that the apparent fruit
of a shrub, its apple, is merely a gall or blight! How many men meet with some blast in the moist
growing days of their youth, and what should have been a sweet and palatable fruit in them becomes
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a mere puff and excrescence, ripening no kernel, and they say that they have experienced religion!
For the hardening of the seed is the crisis. Their fruit is a gall, a puff, an excrescence, for want of
moderation and continence. So many plants never ripen their fruit.
I see the effects of a frost last night and earlier in the hollow west of Laurel Glen. The young white
oaks have suffered especially, their leaves shrivelled and now drying up, and the hickories are turned
quite black. These effects are most noticeable, not in the deepest hollows, if they are shady, but in
those where the wood has been cut off a year or two, next to standing wood which reflected the sun,
and which were the warmest during the day. Are not those trees which are latest to leave out
generally the most tender in this respect?
I notice that most of the Smilacina racemosa has had its tip or flower-bud nipped off. Eggs in
ovenbird’s nest [Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus]. The water-target leaves are conspicuous on
the pond meadows now. The heart-leaves already on the river. A little of the pollen now along the
shore of the still coves. The pitch pines near by have shed theirs.
The news of the explosion of the powder-mills was not only carried seaward by the cloud which its
smoke made, but more effectually, though more slowly, by the fragments which were floated thither
by the river. Melvin yesterday showed me quite a pile of fragments, — some short pieces of large
timber, — still black with powder, which he had saved as they were drifting by. Nobody takes the
trouble to record all the consequences of such an event. And some, no doubt, were carried down to
the Merrimack, and by the Merrimack to the ocean, till perchance they got into the Gulf Stream and
were cast up the coast of Norway, covered with barnacles, or who can tell what more distant
strand?—still bearing some traces of burnt powder, still capable of telling how and where they were
launched, to those who can read their signs. To see a man lying all bare, lank, and tender on the rocks,
like a skinned frog or lizard! We did not suspect that lie was made of such cold, tender, clammy
substance before.
Mingling with wrecks of vessels, which communicated a different tale, this wreck of a powder-mill
was cast up on some outlandish strand, and went to swell the pile of driftwood collected by some
native. Shouldered by whales. Alighted on at first by the muskrat and the peetweet, — and finally
perhaps the stormy petrel and the beach-birds. It is long before Nature forgets it. How slowly the
ruins are being dispersed!
Viola pedata past its prime; and are not the sagittata, and run to leaf? and also the cucullata (?) (?),
so that the palmata take their places? I am as white as a mi1lcr,—a rye-miller, at least, — with the
lint from the young leaves and twigs. The tufts of pinks on the side of the peak by the pond grow
raying out somewhat from a centre, somewhat like a cyme, on the warm dry side-hill — some a
lighter, some a richer and darker, shade of pink. With what a variety of colors we are entertained!
Yet most colors are rare or in small doses, presented us as a condiment or spice. Much of green, blue,
black, and white, but of yellow and the different shades of red far less. The eye feasts on the colors
of flowers as on titbits; they are its spices.
I hear now, it five o’clock, from this hill, a farmer’s horn calling his hands in from the field to an
early tea. Heard afar by the walker, over the woods at this hour or at noon, bursting upon the stillness
of the air, putting life into some portion of the horizon, this is one of the most suggestive and pleasing
of the country sounds produced by man. I know not how far it is peculiar to New England or the
United States. I hear two or three prolonged blasts, as I am walking alone some sultry noon in midst
of the still woods, — a sound which I know to be produced by human breath, the most sonorous parts
of which alone reach me, — and I see in my mind the hired men and master dropping the implements
of their labor in the field and wending their way with a sober satisfaction toward the house; I see the
well-sweep rise and fall; I see the preparatory ablutions and the table laden with the smoking meal.
It is a significant hum in a distant part of the hive. Often it tells me [the] time of day.
How much lupine is now in full bloom on bare sandy brows or promontories running into meadows,
where the sod is half worn away and the sand exposed! The geraniums are now getting to be
common. Hieracium venosum just out on this peak. And the snapdragon catchfly [Silene Antirrhina]
is here abundantly in blossom, a little after 5 P.M., — a pretty little flower, the petals dull crimson
beneath or varnished mahogany-color, and rose-tinted white within or above. It closed on my way
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home, but opened again in water in the evening. Its opening in the night chiefly is a fact which
interests and piques me. Do any insects visit it then? Lambkill just beginning, the very earliest.
A purple (!) Canada snapdragon.
New, bright, and glossy light-green leaves of the umbelled wintergreen are shooting on this hillside,
but the old leaves are particularly glossy and shining, as if varnished and not yet dry, or most highly
polished. Did they look thus in the winter? I do not know any leaf so wet-glossy.
Walking up this side-hill, I disturbed a nighthawk [Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor]
eight or ten feet from me, which went, half-fluttering, half hopping, the mottled creature, like a
winged toad, as Nuttall says the French of Louisiana(?) call them, down the hill as far as I could see.
Without moving, I looked about and saw its two eggs on the bare ground, on a slight shelf of the hill,
on the dead pine-needles and sand, without any cavity or nest whatever, very obvious when once you
had detected them, but not easily detected from their color, a coarse gray formed of white spotted
with a bluish or slaty brown, or umber, –a stone – granite — color, like the places it selects. I
advanced and put my hand on them, and while I stooped, seeing a shadow on the ground, looked up
and saw the bird, which had fluttered down the hill so blind and helpless, circling low and swiftly
past over my head, showing the white spot on each wing in true nighthawk fashion. When I had gone
a dozen rods, it appeared again higher in the air, with its peculiar flitting, limping kind of flight, all
the while noiseless, and suddenly descending, it dashed at me within ten feet of my head, like an imp
of darkness, then swept away high over the pond, dashing now to this side, now to that, on different
tacks, as if, in pursuit of its prey, it had already forgotten its eggs on the earth. I can see how it might
easily come to be regarded with superstitious awe. A cuckoo [Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus
erythropthalmus] very plainly heard.

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW
FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF.
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

June 6, Monday, 1853: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry left the USS Susquehanna for the Japanese
shore with a party of officers, to visit the Prince Regent at Sheuti (Shuri). William Speiden, Jr. was not part of
this.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Started quite early this morning, traveled till about 9 o’clock,
came to some grass and stopped till noon, then traveled till 4
o’clock. Drove 15 miles to-day. Roads very heavy. I am quite
unwell to-day, scarcely able to sit up.
That evening Friedrich Engels wrote from Manchester to Karl Marx in London:
Dear Marx,
I had intended to write to you by the first post today, but was
detained at the office until 8 o’clock. You will have received
both Weydemeyer’s and Cluss’ anti-Willich statements in the
Criminal Zeitung, i.e. direct from America. If not, write to me
at once. As usual, papa Weydemeyer is too long-winded, very
seldom makes a point, then promptly blunts it with his style,
and unfolds his well-known lack of verve with rare composure.
Nevertheless, the man has done his best, the story about Hentze,
the “comrade-in-arms”, and the influence of others on Hirsch’s
pen is nicely fashioned; his incredible style and his composure,
regarded over there as impassibility, will appeal to the
philistines, and his performance can, on the whole, be regarded
as satisfactory. Cluss’ statement, on the other hand, pleases
me enormously. In every line we hear the chuckle of l’homme
supérieur who, through “personal contact” with Willich, has, as
it were, become physically conscious of his superiority. For
lightness of style, this surpasses everything that Cluss has
ever written. Never a clumsy turn of phrase, not a trace of gêne
or embarrassment. How well it becomes him thus to ape the worthy
citizen of benevolent mien who nevertheless betrays the cloven
hoof at every turn. How splendid, the sentence about
“revolutionary agencies” being “a swindle” off which, according
to Willich, he lives. The chivalrous one will have been
surprised to find among the uncouth agents, a fellow who is so
dashing, so adroit, so aggressive by nature and yet so
unassumingly noble in his bearing, and who returns thrust for
thrust a tempo. So subtly — far more subtly and deftly than
himself. If only Willich had the discernment to discover this!
But irritation and due reflection will, I trust, give him a
little more insight.
It is obvious that we shall have to see this dirty business
through to the bitter end. The more resolutely we tackle it the
better. You’ll find, by the way, that it won’t be so bad after
all. The chivalrous one has promised vastly more than he can
fulfil. We shall hear of assassination attempts, etc., the
Schramm affair will be glamorously tricked out, and such
chimeras will be evoked as will cause us to stare at one another
in amazement, not having the faintest idea what the man is
actually talking about; at worst he will tell the story about
Marx and Engels arriving drunk one evening at Great Windmill
Street (vide Kinkel in Cincinnati, coram Huzelio). If he goes
as far as that, I shall tell the scandal-loving American public
what the Besançon Company used to talk about when Willich and
the formosus pastor Corydon Rauf were not present. Au bout du

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
compte, what can a brute of this kind find to tax us with? Mark
my word, it will be just as pauvre as Tellering’s smear.
I shall be seeing Borchardt within the next few days. If any
recommendations are to be had, you can trust me to get them. But
I hardly imagine that Steinthal, etc., have connections of the
sort in London. It’s almost wholly outside their line of
business. Besides, if only for fear of making a fool of himself,
the fellow will attempt to put off doing anything about it up
here. If it were not for Lupus, I'd consign the chap, etc. I
can’t abide him, with his smooth, self-important, vainglorious,
deceitful charlatan’s physiognomy.
If Lassalle has given you a good, neutral address in Düsseldorf,
you can send me 100 copies. We shall arrange for them to be
packed in bales of twist by firms up here; but they should not
be addressed to Lassalle himself, since the packages will go to
Gladbach, Elberfeld and so on, where they will have to be stamped
and sent by post to Düsseldorf. However, we cannot entrust a
package for Lassalle or the Hatzfeldt woman to any local firm,
because, 1. they all employ at least one Rhinelander who knows
all the gossip, or 2. if that goes off all right, the recipients
of the bales will get to know about it, or 3. at the very best
the postal authorities will take a look at the things before
delivering them. We have a good address in Cologne, but are not,
alas, very well acquainted with the people who are the principal
buyers here for the firm in Cologne, and hence cannot expect
them to do any smuggling. Indeed, what we shall tell the people
here is that the packages contain presents for the fair sex.
From all this you will gather that I am once again on passable
terms with Charles. The affair was settled with great dispatch
at the first suitable opportunity. Nevertheless you will realise
that the fool derives a certain pleasure from having been given
preference over myself in one rotten respect at least, because
of Mr Gottfried Ermen’s envy of my old man. Habeat sibi. He at
any rate realises that, if I so choose, I can become maître de
la situation within 48 hours, and that’s sufficient.
The absence of landed property is indeed the key to the whole
of the East. Therein lies its political and religious history.
But how to explain the fact that orientals never reached the
stage of landed property, not even the feudal kind? This is,
I think, largely due to the climate, combined with the nature
of the land, more especially the great stretches of desert
extending from the Sahara right across Arabia, Persia, India and
Tartary to the highest of the Asiatic uplands. Here artificial
irrigation is the first prerequisite for agriculture, and this
is the responsibility either of the communes, the provinces or
the central government. In the East, the government has always
consisted of 3 departments only: Finance (pillage at home), War
(pillage at home and abroad), and travaux publics, provision for
reproduction. The British government in India has put a somewhat
narrower interpretation on nos. 1 and 2 while completely
neglecting no. 3, so that Indian agriculture is going to wrack
and ruin. Free competition is proving an absolute fiasco there.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
The fact that the land was made fertile by artificial means and
immediately ceased to be so when the conduits fell into
disrepair, explains the otherwise curious circumstance that vast
expanses are now and wastes which once were magnificently
cultivated (Palmyra, Petra, the ruins in the Yemen, any number
of localities in Egypt, Persia, Hindustan); it explains the fact
that one single war of devastation could depopulate and entirely
strip a country of its civilisation for centuries to come. This,
I believe, also accounts for the destruction of southern Arabian
trade before Mohammed’s time, a circumstance very rightly
regarded by you as one of the mainsprings of the Mohammedan
revolution. I am not sufficiently well acquainted with the
history of trade during the first six centuries A.D. to be able
to judge to what extent general material conditions in the world
made the trade route via Persia to the Black Sea and to Syria
and Asia Minor via the Persian Gulf preferable to the Red Sea
route. But one significant factor, at any rate, must have been
the relative safety of the caravans in the well-ordered Persian
Empire under the Sassanids, whereas between 200 and 600 A.D. the
Yemen was almost continuously being subjugated, overrun and
pillaged by the Abyssinians. By the seventh century the cities
of southern Arabia, still flourishing in Roman times, had become
a veritable wilderness of ruins; in the course of 500 years what
were purely mythical, legendary traditions regarding their
origin had been appropriated by the neighbouring Bedouins, (cf.
the Koran and the Arab historian Novaïri), and the alphabet in
which the local inscriptions had been written was almost wholly
unknown although there was no other, so that de facto writing
had fallen into oblivion. Things of this kind presuppose, not
only a superseding, probably due to general trading conditions,
but outright violent destruction such as could only be explained
by the Ethiopian invasion. The expulsion of the Abyssinians did
not take place until about 40 years before Mohammed, and was
plainly the first act of the Arabs’ awakening national
consciousness, which was further aroused by Persian invasions
from the North penetrating almost as far as Mecca. I shall not
be tackling the history of Mohammed himself for a few days yet;
so far it seems to me to have the character of a Bedouin reaction
against the settled, albeit decadent urban fellaheen whose
religion by then was also much debased, combining as it did a
degenerate form of nature worship with a degenerate form of
Judaism and Christianity.
Old Bernier’s stuff is really very fine. It’s a real pleasure
to get back to something written by a sensible, lucid old
Frenchman who constantly hits the nail on the head sans avoir
l'air de s'en apercevoir [without appearing to be aware of it].
Since I am in any case tied up with the eastern mummery for some
weeks, I have made use of the opportunity to learn Persian. I am
put off Arabic, partly by my inborn hatred of Semitic languages,
partly by the impossibility of getting anywhere, without
considerable expenditure of time, in so extensive a language —
one which has 4,000 roots and goes back over 2,000-3,000 years.
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By comparison, Persian is absolute child’s play. Were it not for
that damned Arabic alphabet in which every half dozen letters
looks like every other half dozen and the vowels are not written,
I would undertake to learn the entire grammar within 48 hours.
This for the better encouragement of Pieper should he feel the
urge to imitate me in this poor joke. I have set myself a maximum
of three weeks for Persian, so if he stakes two months on it
he’ll best me anyway. What a pity Weitling can’t speak Persian;
he would then have his langue universelle toute trouvie
[universal language ready-made] since it is, to my knowledge,
the only language where “me” and “to me” are never at odds, the
dative and accusative always being the same.
It is, by the way, rather pleasing to read dissolute old Hafiz
in the original language, which sounds quite passable and, in
his grammar, old Sir William Jones likes to cite as examples
dubious Persian jokes, subsequently translated into Greek verse
in his Commentariis poeseos asiaticae, because even in Latin
they seem to him too obscene. These commentaries, Jones’ Works,
Vol. II, De Poesi erotica, will amuse you. Persian prose, on the
other hand, is deadly dull. E.g. the Rauzât-us-safâ by the noble
Mirkhond, who recounts the Persian epic in very flowery but
vacuous language. Of Alexander the Great, he says that the name
Iskander, in the Ionian language, is Akshid Rus (like Iskander,
a corrupt version of Alexandros); it means much the same as
filusuf, which derives from fila, love, and sufa, wisdom,
“Iskander” thus being synonymous with “friend of wisdom”.
Of a retired king he says: “He beat the drum of abdication with
the drumsticks of retirement”, as will père Willich, should he
involve himself any more deeply in the literary fray. Willich
will also suffer the same fate as King Afrasiab of Turan when
deserted by his troops and of whom Mirkhond says: “He gnawed the
nails of horror with the teeth of desperation until the blood
of vanquished consciousness welled forth from the finger-tips
of shame.”
More tomorrow.
June 6. 4.30 A.M. — To Linnwa Woods.
Famous place for tanagers. Considerable fog on river. Few sights more exhilarating than one of these
banks of fog lying along a stream. The linmea just out. Corydalis glauca, a delicate glaucous plant
rarely met with, with delicate flesh-colored and yellow flowers, covered with a glaucous bloom, on
dry, rocky hills. Perhaps it suggests gentility. Set it down as early as middle of May or earlier.
Viburnum nudum; may be Bigelow’s pyrifolium (which Gray makes a variety), except that its scales
are not black, though the peduncle of its eyme is short. That is apparently Pyrola chlorantha, so well
budded now. Galium triflorum (?) there on the dry hillside; peduncles two-flowered as well as three,
green or no petals.
Is that blackberry mixed with the linnaea swamp blackberry? It will open to-day or to-morrow. Begin
to observe and to admire the forms of trees with shining foliage and each its shadow on the hillside.
This morning I hear the note of young bluebirds in the air, which have recently taken wing, and the
old birds keep up such a warbling and twittering as remind me of spring.
According to Sophia’s account she must have seen an emperor moth, “pea-green with a sort of maple
keys for tail,” in a lady’s hand in Cambridge to-day. So it may have come out of the chrysalis seen
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May 23d.
P.M. — To Conantum by boat.
The Potamogeton. [a blank space] out two or three days, probably. The small primrose out at
Hubbard’s Swimming-Place, drooping at top like a smilacina’s leaves. Blue-eyed grass now begins
to give that slaty-blue tint to meadows. A breezy day, a June wind showing the under sides of leaves.
The now red round white lily pads are now very numerous and conspicuous, red more or less on both
sides and, with the yellow lily pads, turned up by the wind. In May and June we have breezes which,
for the most part, are not too cold but exhilarating. I see the breams’ nests and breams in them. The
larger rushes are conspicuously above water. The Viburnum dentatum, that very conspicuously and
regularly tooth-leafed shrub, like a saw — with coarse teeth, as yet very few flowers in its wines.
This is at edge of Hubbard’s Woods, opposite Hollowell place. As I sit looking over the side of the
boat there, I see the bottom covered with small hypericums springing up in the yellowish water, and
in the axils of the leaves under water are little sparkling, silvery beads of air, as are sometimes seen
on plants covered with dew out of water, but I do not perceive them on the adjacent plants. The deep
shadow of Conantum Cliff and of mere prominences in the hills, now at mid-afternoon as we row
by, is very interesting. It is the most pleasing effect of the kind, or contrast of light and shade, that I
notice. Methinks that in winter a shadow is not attractive. The air is very clear, — at least, as we look
from the river valley, — and the landscape all swept and brushed. We seem to see to some depth into
the side of Fair Haven Hill. Rhus Toxicodendron, the shrub, out at Bittern Cliff. The sidesaddleflowers are now in their prime. There are some very large ones hereabouts, five inches in diameter
when you flatten out their petals, like great dull-red roses. Their petals are of a peculiar but agreeable
red, but their upper sides, — i.e. of their calyx-leaves, — shiny leather — red or brown-red, are
agreeable. A slippery elm (Ulmus fulva) on Lee’s Cliff, — red elm. Put it with the common, It has
large, rough leaves and straggling branches — a rather small, much-spreading tree, with an
appearance between the common elm and iron-wood.
The aspect of the dry rocky hills already indicates the rapid revolution of the seasons. The spring,
that early age of the world, following hard on the reign of water and the barren rocks yet dripping
with it, is past. How many plants have already dried up! — lichens and algae, which we can still
remember, as if belonging to a former epoch, saxifrage, crowfoot, anemone, columbine for the most
part, etc. It is Lee’s Cliff I am on. There is a growth confined to the damp and early spring. How dry
and crisp the turf feels there now, not moist with melted snows, remembering, as it were, when it
was the bottom of the sea. How wet-glossy the leaves of the red oak, now fully expanded! They shine
when the sun comes out as after rain. 1 find on a shelf of the rock the Turritis stricta, now gone to
seed; but two feet two inches high (Gray allows but one foot?); pods upright and nearly three inches
long, linear; and flat leaves decidedly lanceolate or linear; but some minute imperfect unexpanded
flowers still on it appear as if they would have been yellowish.
In the very open park in rear of the Rocks on the hilltop, where lambkill and huckleberries and grass
alternate, came to one of those handsome, round, mirror-like pools a rod or two in diameter and
surrounded with a border of fine weeds, such as you frequently meet with on the top of springy hills.
Though warm and muddy at bottom, they are very beautiful and glassy and look as if they were cool
springs; so high, exposed to the light, yet so wild and fertile, as if the fertility of the lowland was
transferred to the summit of the hills. These are the kind of mirrors at which the huntresses in the
golden age arranged their toilets, — which the deer frequented and contemplated their branching
horns in.
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June 9, Thursday, 1853: Henry Thoreau made an entry in his journal that he was later to copy into his early
lecture “What Shall It Profit?” as:

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

[Paragraph 12] I had the following account from an Irish girl who
went to live at a milk-farmer’s in my neighborhood, the other day, not
being strong enough to do the work of a village family. She said that
twenty-two lodged in the house the first night, including two
travelling pig-men—that he kept ten men—had six children and a
deaf wife—and one of the men had his wife with him who helped sew,
beside taking care of her own child. Also all the cooking and washing
for his father and mother who lived in another house, and whom he
was bound to carry through, was done in his house—and she was the
only girl they hired. The workmen were called up at four by an alarm
clock—which was set a quarter of an hour ahead of the clock down
stairs, and that more than as much ahead of the town clock—and she
was on her feet from that hour till nine at night. Each man had two
pairs of overalls in the wash, and the cans to be scalded were
countless. Having got through washing the breakfast dishes at a
quarter before twelve Sunday noon by Scratchit’s time—she left—no
more to return. He had told her that the work was easy—that girls had
lived with him to recover their health, and then gone away to be
married.
[Paragraph 13] He is regarded as one of the most enterprising and

Following completed inspection of American vessels, the USS Susquehanna got under steam, taking the USS
Saratoga in tow, and departed for the Bonin (Ogasawara) Islands.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
We are in sight of stupendous “Court House Rock.” Reached it by
noon. It looks to be about two miles from the road, but is 8.
One of our company visited it and found it to be a huge pile of
sand rock, very soft. Could easily cut it with a knife. There
are a great many names on it. It has the appearance of a Court
House at a distance. It is said to be about 300 feet high. Came
17 miles to-day and camped in sight of Chimney rock.
June 9: 4.30 A.M. —To Nawshawtuct by boat.
A prevalent fog, though not quite so thick as the last described. It is a little more local, for it is so
thin southwest of this hill that I can see the earth through it, but as thick as before northeast. Yet here
and there deep valleys are excavated in it, as painters imagine the Red Sea for the passage of
Pharaoh’s host, wherein trees and houses appear as it were at the bottom of the sea. What is peculiar
about it is that it is the tops of the trees which you see first and most distinctly, before you see their
trunks or where they stand on earth. Far in the northeast there is, as before, apparently a tremendous
surf breaking on a distant shoal. It is either a real shoal, i.e. a hill over which the fog breaks, or the
effect of the sun’s rays on it.
I was amused by the account which Mary, the Irish girl who left us the other day, gave of her
experience at ——, the milkman’s, in the north part of the town. She said that twenty-two lodged in
the house the first night, including two pig men, that Mr. —— kept ten men, had six children and a
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deaf wife, and one of the men had his wife with him, who helped sew, beside taking care of her own
child. Also all the cooking and washing for his father and mother, who live in another house and
whom he is bound to carry through, is done in his house, and she, Mary, was the only girl they hired;
and the workmen were called up at four by an alarm clock which was set a quarter of an hour ahead
of the clock downstairs,— and that more than as much ahead of the town clock, — and she was on
her feet from that hour till nine at night. Each man had two pairs of overalls in the wash, and the cans
to be scalded were countless. Having got through washing the breakfast dishes by a quarter before
twelve, Sunday noon, by ——’s time, she left, no more to return. He had told her that the work was
easy, that girls had lived with him to recover their health, and then went away to be married. He is
regarded as one of the most enterprising and thrifty farmers in the county, and takes the premiums
of the Agricultural Society. He probably exacts too much of his hands.
The steam of the engine streaming far behind is regularly divided, as if it were the vertebra, of a
serpent, probably by the strokes of the piston. The reddish seeds or glumes of grasses cover my boots
now in the dewy or foggy morning. The diervilla out apparently yesterday. The first white lily bud.
White clover is abundant and very sweet on the common, filling the air, but not yet elsewhere as last
year.
8 A.M. – To Orchis Swamp; Well Meadow. Hear a goldfinch [American Goldfinch Carduelis
tristis]; this the second or third only, that I have heard. Whiteweed now whitens the fields. There are
many star flowers. I remember the anemone, especially the rue anemone, which is not yet all gone,
lasting longer than the true one above all the trientalis, and of late the yellow Bethlehem-star, and
perhaps others.
I have come with a spy-glass to look at the hawks [Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis]. They
have detected me and are already screaming over my head more than half a mile from the nest. I find
no difficulty in looking at the young hawk (there appears to be one only, standing on the edge of the
nest), resting the glass in the crotch of a young oak. I can see every wink and the color of its iris. It
watches me more steadily than I it, now looking straight down at me with both eyes and outstretched
neck, now turning its head and looking with one eye. How its eye and its whole head expresses
anger! Its anger is more in its eye than in its beak. It is quite hoary over the eye and on the chin. The
mother meanwhile is incessantly circling about and above its charge and me, farther or nearer,
sometimes withdrawing a quarter of a mile, but occasionally coming to alight for a moment almost
within gunshot, on the top of a tall white pine; but I hardly bring my glass fairly to bear on her, and
get sight of her angry eye through the pine-needles, before she circles away again. Thus for an hour
that I lay there, screaming every minute or oftener with open bill. Now and then pursued by a
kingbird [Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus] or a blackbird , who appear merely to annoy
it by dashing down at its back. Meanwhile the male is soaring, apparently quite undisturbed, at a
great height above, evidently not hunting, but amusing or recreating himself in the thinner and cooler
air, as if pleased with his own circles, like a geometer, and enjoying the sublime scene. I doubt if he
has his eye fixed on any prey, or the earth. He probably descends to hunt.
Got two or three handfuls of strawberries on Fair Haven. They arc already drying up.
The huckleberry bedbug-smelling bug is on them. It is natural that the first fruit which the earth bears
should emit and be as it were an embodiment of that vernal fragrance with which the air has teemed.
Strawberries are its manna, found ere long where that fragrance has filled the air. Little natural lids
or patches on the sides of dry hills, where the fruit sometimes reddens the ground. But it soon dries
up, unless there is a great deal of rain. Well, are not the juices of early fruit distilled from the air?
Prunella out. The meadows are now yellow with the golden senecio, a more orange yellow, mingled
with the light glossy yellow of the buttercup. The green fruit of the sweet-fern now. The Juniperus
repens appears, though now dry and effete, to have blossomed recently.
The tall white Erigeron annuus (?), for thus is the only one described as white tinged with purple,
just out.51 The bullfrogs are in full blast to-night. I do not hear a toad from my window; only the
crickets beside. The toads I have but rarely heard of late. So there is an evening for the toads and

51. I think it is strigosus, but tinged with purple sometimes.
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another for the bullfrogs.

June 13, Monday, 1853: The USS Plymouth arrived in Japanese waters, with letters from the United States of
America.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Started at the usual hour, traveled over heavy sandy roads.
Indian wigwams are plenty all along. Trading posts every few
miles. We are now in the Sioux nation. Came 14 miles to-day.
According to a news item that would appear on the following day in the Daily Alta California, the steamship
Pacific of the Vanderbilt Line, having departed from Panama on May 25th, docked in San Francisco on this
afternoon at half past 4 o’clock, bringing the information that there had been a:

Dreadful Railroad Accident at Norwalk!
The Pacific sailed from Panama for San Juan del Sud May 25th,
at half past 9 P.M., and arrived at half-past 8 A.M. on the 28th.
Left I at port steamers Panama and Isthmus. The Panama arrived
from San Francisco the 25th, at 11 A.M. The Pacific sailed from
San Juan the 30th, at 3 P.M., with 317 passengers, of which 50
are ladies and 28 children. The steamer Sierra Nevada arrived
at San Juan the 28th, at 7 A.M. The Pacific arrived at Acapulco
the 3d of June, at 6 A.M., and sailed the 4th at half-past 6
A.M. The steamer Republic, A. McLean, commander, arrived at
Acapulco the 3d inst. At 5 A.M., and sailed for Panama same day
at half-past 11 A.M. Passed on the afternoon and night of the
7th inst., in latitude of Cape St. Lucas, two steamers bound
down. Since passing Cape St. Lucas have had a succession of
northerly and westerly gales and a heavy head sea; have been
detained by a dense fog off the harbor ten hours. Arrived at
4:15 P.M. Steamer Sierra Nevada passed Acapulco the 24th May,
at 10:45 A.M. Steamer J.L. Stephens arrived at Acapulco the 24th
at half-past 3 P.M.
The most dreadful accident recorded in the history of Railroads
occurred at Norwalk, Conn. (on the New Haven Railroad) on the
6th of May. The irregularity of our files renders it impossible
to give the details of this great catastrophe. It seems,
however, that in consequence of the negligence or stupidity of
some of the employees of the Company, the signals were either
wrongly given or misunderstood, by which an express passenger
train was rushed upon a bridge while the draw was up, and the
cars thrown through the break. Forty-five persons were killed
and twenty-seven wounded (out of 218 passengers on board). This
casualty has given rise to a great deal of discussion in the
papers.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
June 13: 9 AM. – To Orchis Swamp.
Find that there are two young hawks [Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis]; one has left the nest
and is perched on a small maple seven or eight rods distant. This one appears much smaller than the
former one. I am struck by the large, naked head, so vulture-like [Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
(Turkey Buzzard)], and large eyes, as if the vulture’s were an inferior stage through which the hawk
passed. Its feet, too, are large, remarkably developed, by which it holds to its perch securely like an
old bird, before its wings can perform their office. It has a buff breast, striped with dark brown. Pratt,
when I told him of this nest, said he would like to carry one of his rifles down there. But I told him
that I should be sorry to have them killed. I would rather save one of these hawks than have a hundred
hens and chickens. It was worth more to see them soar, especially now, that they are so rare in the
landscape. It is easy to buy eggs, but not to buy hen-hawks. My neighbors would not hesitate to shoot
the last pair of hen-hawks in the town to save a few of their chickens! But such economy is narrow
and grovelling. It is necessarily to sacrifice the greater value to the less. I would rather never taste
chicken’s meat or hen’s eggs than never to see a hawk sailing through the upper air again. This sight
is worth incomparably more than a chicken soup or a boiled egg. So we exterminate the deer and
substitute the hog. It was amusing to observe the swaying to and fro of the young hawk’s head to
counterbalance the gentle motion of the bough in the wind.
Violets appear to be about done, generally. Four-leaved loosestrife just out; also the smooth wild rose
yesterday. The pogonia at Forget-me-not Brook.
What was that rare and beautiful bird in the dark woods under the Cliffs, with black above and white
spots and bars, a large triangular blood-red spot on breast, and sides of breast and beneath white?
Note a warble like the oriole, but softer and sweeter. It was quite tame. I cannot find this bird
described. I think it must be a grosbeak.52 At first I thought I saw a chewink, [as] it sat within a rod
sideways to me, and I was going to call Sophia to look at it, but then it turned its breast full toward
me and I saw the blood-red breast, a large triangular painted spot occupying the greater part of the
breast. It was in the cool, shaded underwood by the old path just under the Cliff. It is a memorable
event to meet with so rare a bird. Birds answer to flowers, both in their abundance and their rareness.
The meeting with some rare and beautiful flower, which you may never find again, perchance, like
the great purple fringed orchis, at least. How much it enhances the wildness and the richness of the
forest to see in it some beautiful bird which you never detected before!

William M. White’s version of Henry Thoreau’s journal entry would be:
I would rather save one of these hawks
Than have a hundred hens and chickens.
It was worth more to see them soar
Especially now that they are so rare in the landscape.
It is easy to buy eggs,
But not to buy hen-hawks.

June 19, Sunday, 1853: A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband
Nelson Goltra, and their 1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States
of America:
52. Probably a rose-breasted grosbeak [Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Pheucticus ludovicianus].
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What a welcome day will that be that brings us safe through that
we may all rest once more on the Sabbath. Started about the usual
hour, reached Horse-shoe Creek by noon. This is a beautiful
stream, just such a stream as I should like to live close by.
The water is so clear that we can see the bottom where it is six
feet deep. The bottom is covered with stone of a variety of
colors. There are a few fish here. The water is rather swift to
catch them. Some beautiful shade trees along its banks. Two
miles farther is a very bad hill to ascend about 1 mile in length
and nothing but rocks from bottom to top. Drove on 4 miles
farther and camped. Just about this time there was a severe hail
storm some rain, and quite a cool evening.
The Reverend Dr. Bernard J. Bettelheim, physician and Church of England missionary to the Lew Chew
mission at Naha, delivered a sermon on the topic of “Strangers” (after his time in the Far East, the Reverend
Bettelheim would settle in the United States of America).
Emily Dickinson wrote to Austin Dickinson:
Do you want to hear from me, Austin? I’m going to write to you
altho’ it dont seem much as if you would care to have me. I dont
know why exactly, but things look blue, today, and I hardly know
what to do, everything looks so strangely, but if you want to
hear from me, I shall love very much to write — Prof Tyler has
preached today, and I have been all day — Susie [Susan Gilbert]
walked home from meeting with us, and was so disappointed at
having not letter from you — It really seems very unsafe to
depend upon Judge Conkey, and that Mr Eaton too, I should think
quite hazardous — Dont wait for them next time. We received your
notes and the Poems, for which we thank you, last week — Father
seemed much pleased with this letter, and all of us laughed a
little — The remark concerning Mr Ford seemed to please father
mightily — I dont dont [sic] mean what I said, but your
opposition to me — He told me you’d “hit me off nicely.” You
make me think of Dickens, when you write such letters as that —
I am going to read it to Sue — I should have done before, but
the afternoon it came, we had terrible thunder showers, and it
rained all evening long, and yesterday afternoon Father wanted
us all to ride, so I have not had opportunity — I walked with
her last evening — She wore her new things today, and looked
beautifully in them — a white straw hat, trimmed with Rouches —
mantilla of fawn colored sick, very handsomely finished, and
white Dress. She is going after Miss Bartlett tomorrow morning
at 5 — and begins her Dressmaking tomorrow She says she shall just get thro’ by the time you get home So shall Vinnie and I — there must be no sewing then — We are
all pretty well, and the weather is beautiful — If you were here
I think you would be very happy, and I think we should, but time
has wings, and you will be with us soon. We have been free from
company by the “Amherst and Belchertown Railroad” since Joel
went home, tho’ we live in constant fear of some other
visitation -
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“Oh would some power the giftie gie” folks, to see themselves
as we see them. Burns. I have read the poems, Austin, and am
going to read them again, and will hand them to Susie — They
please me very much, but I must read them again before I know
just [what] I think of “Alexander Smith” — They are not very
coherent, but there’s good deal of exquisite frensy, and some
wonderful figures, as ever I met in my life — We will walk about
it again — The grove looks nicely, Austin, and we think must
certainly grow — We love to got there — it is a charming place.
Everything is singing now, and everything is beautiful that can
be in it’s life.
So Joel did’nt have a remarkable trip up here — wonder which
enjoyed it the most — the pestilence, or the victims — Dont tell
him what I said — And think besides Aunt Lavinia must be very
busy — Guess “Father will be tired” when they next visit here.
Jerry gets along nicely, takes first-rate care of the horse, and
seems unusually grand after having a message from you. It has
the same effect as a big mug of cider, and looks a good deal
better. I am glad your eye has got well. You must use it
carefully, for a little while — I hope you received your hat —
I had not time to write you with it, for I did it up late last
night, after having folks here all the evening, and I hope it
did not seem strange to you.
The time for the New London trip has not been fixed upon I sincerely wish it may wait until you get home from Cambridge,
if you would like to go.
The cars continue thriving — a good many passengers seem to
arrive from somewhere, tho’ nobody knows from where — Father
expects his new Buggy to come by the cars, every day now, and
that will help a little — I expect all our Grandfathers and all
their country cousins will come here to pass Commencement, and
dont doubt the stock will rise several percent that week. If we
children and Sue could obtain board for the week in some “vast
wilderness,” I think we should have good times. Our house is
crowded daily with the members of this world, the high and the
low, the bond and the free, the “poor in this world’s goods,”
and the “almighty dollar,[”] and “what in the world are they
after” continues to be unknown — But I hope they will past away,
as insects on vegetation, and let us reap together in golden
harvest time — that is you and Susie and me and our dear sister
Vinnie must have a pleasant time to be unmolested together, when
your school days end. You must not stay with Howland after the
studies cease — We shall be ready for you, and you must come
home from school, not stopping to play by the way! Mother was
much amused at the feebleness of your hopes of hearing from her
— She got so far last week once, as to take a pen and paper and
carry them into the kitchen, but her meditations were broken by
the unexpected arrival of Col Smith and his wife, so she must
try again — I’m sure you will hear from her soon. We all send
our love to you, and miss you very much, and think of seeing you
again very much, and love dear Sue constantly. Write me again
soon. I have said a good deal today.
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Emilie.
June 19. P.M. — To Flint’s Pond.
I see large patches of blue-eyed grass in the meadow across the river from my window. The pine
woods at Thrush Alley emit that hot dry scent, reminding me even of days when I used to go ablackberrying. The air is full of the hum of invisible insects, and I hear a locust. Perhaps this sound
indicates the time to put on a thin coat. But the wood thrush [Wood Thrush Hylocichla
mustelina] sings as usual far in the wood. A blue jay [Blue Jay
Cyanocitta cristata] and a tanager
[Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea] come dashing into the pine under which I stand. The first
flies directly away, screaming with suspicion or disgust, but the latter, more innocent, remains. The
cuckoo [Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus] is heard, too, in the depths of the
wood. Heard my night-warbler [Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus, or Common
Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas?] on a solitary white pine in the Heywood Clearing by the Peak.
Discovered it at last, looking like a small piece of black bark curving partly over the limb.

No fork to its tail. It appeared black beneath; was very shy, not bigger than a yellowbird [Yellow
Warbler Dendroica petechia], and very slender.
In the middle of the path to Wharf Rock at Flint’s Pond, the nest of a Wilson’s thrush
[Veery Catharus fuscescens (Wilson’s Thrush)], five or six inches high, between the green stems
of three or four goldenrods, made of dried grass or fibres of bark, with dry oak leaves attached
loosely, making the whole nine or ten inches wide, to deceive the eye. Two blue eggs. Like an
accidental heap. Who taught it to do thus? Lobelia Dortmanna, a day or two at most. No grass balls
yet. That fine-rooted green plant on bottom sends up stems with black heads three or four inches. Do
they become white? Every one who has waded about the shores of a pond must have been surprised
to find how much warmer the water was close to the shore, where only three or four inches deep,
than a little further out. I think I saw a young crow [American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos]
not fully grown. Returned by Smith’s Hill and the Saw Mill Brook. Got quite a. parcel of
strawberries on the hill. The hellebore leaves by the brook are already half turned yellow. Plucked
one blue early blueberry. The strain of the bobolink [Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Rice-bird]
now begins to sound a little rare. It never again fills the air as the first week after its arrival. At the
season we apprehend no long storm, only showers with or without thunder.

June 23, Thursday, 1853: The USS Susquehanna and USS Saratoga returned from the Bonin (Ogasawara)
Islands to their previous anchoring points.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Crossed Deer Creek three miles from camp. Plenty of good water,
wood and fish. Fifteen miles from this is a deep muddy stream,
tolerable good roads. Grass scarce. Sage brush for fuel.
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The Daily Dispatch of Richmond, Virginia reported on “Stoweism” and “Black Swanism” as they were
manifesting themselves in Great Britain (extract below):
The New York Express administers to the subjects of Queen
Victoria, who have gone deliberately mad about “Uncle Tom” and
the “Black Swan,” the most blistering flagellation we have met
with for a long time. It contrasts the silly, but honest,
enthusiasm of our countrymen with regard to Dickens, with the
manufactured-to-order excitement now prevailing in England.
First, it touches upon the reception of that “impudent nigger,”
Fred Douglass, who was treated on a perfect footing of equality,
by haughty English ladies, whose condescension “scarcely amounts
to a bow, when the brightest and most gifted white men of our
land appear among them.” “Those haughty dames,” it says, “not
only received him in their mansions, and sat with him at the
same table, but appeared side by side with him in their public
drives, contrasting with their snowy benevolence with the soot
of his countenance, while white Englishmen in livery stood
meekly behind the carriages that bore this precious load,
edified by the dusky lesson of British equality, and promoted,
doubtless, by the atmosphere which made the bouquets quite
superfluous.”
It introduces and [sic] especial admirer of Fred, in the person
of a lady who has heretofore made not a little noise in the
world, and who, we should have thought, might have been
contented with the notoriety she has already acquired.
“Among these high born women, we are told, was Lady Byron — she,
after driving the greatest poet of this century mad with her
iron heartedness, subsided into a flood of gentle sympathies at
the appearance of our Fred, and paraded London in an open
carriage with this negro, side by side, on its silken cushions.
Lady Byron must be fond of contrasts. — She who drove the
handsomest man and the greatest genius of England from her side
to made room for a characterless negro. But if the august widow
falls into a caprice for a commemoration of her goodness in
charcoal sketches in her old age, who shall not say it is the
purest benevolence. She gave charity balls in her youth which
her excited Lord deemed about as charitable as we think her
appearance with the negro. But it is not the first time that
such philanthropy has found root on a desolate hearthstone.”
Next comes Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, who was invited to take
possession, “for one morning” of Stafford House, “not,” the
writer says, “as a lady and a guest who is equal to equal,” but
as the high born of England received the Tom Thumbs and actresses
whom “propinquity never makes nearer to august persons.” As a
proof that such is the character of her reception, no sooner is
Stafford House cleared of her, than is it opened for the “Black
Swan,” who ruffles “her ebony plumage” in the aristocratic
mansion quite as proudly as her predecessor had done before her.
The writer cannot be induced to believe that there is any reality
in all this outbreak of enthusiasm, or that its development has
been caused by a novel which has awakened the sentimentality of
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a class “whose benevolence springs from novels and ends there.”
He thinks there is some more profound feeling at the bottom, and
designates that feeling “the festering dislike which our
respected mother entertains towards a nation that has thrown off
her authority, and become not only independent of her, but her
rival — the only rival of which she has any real cause to be
jealous.” “It is” he says “a jubilee over a pretext — though its
foundation is in a fiction — by which a Republic can be held up
to reprobation before the world.” ...
June 23. 5 A.M. — Up Union Turnpike.
The- red morning-glory partly open at 5.45. Looking down on it, it is [a] regular pentagon, with sides
but slightly incurved.
1.30 P.M. — To White Pond.
Sultry, dogdayish weather, with moist mists or low clouds hanging about, — the first of this kind we
have had. I suspect it may be the result of a warm southwest wind met by a cooler wind from the sea.
It is hard to tell if these low clouds most shade the earth or reflect its heat back upon it. At any rate
a fresh, cool moisture and a suffocating heat are strangely mingled.
The Specularia perfoliata in flower at top of its leafy spikes for a few days, on Clamshell Hill, this
side oaks. It is a rich-colored and handsome-shaped sort of lake-purple flower, — or color of a lilac
violet. The lower and earlier flowers have no corollas. Perhaps one of the first-rate flowers, when
many are open on the spike. Motherwort by roadside, probably yesterday. Pogonias are now very
abundant in the meadow-grass, and now and then a calopogon is mixed with them. The last is
broader and of more singular form, commonly with an unopened. bud above on one side. Devil’sneedles of various kinds abundant, now perhaps as much as ever. Some smaller ones a brilliant green
with black wings. That must be the flowering fern that grows in rings. Lupines not quite gone,
though most are gone to seed. A skunk-cabbage leaf makes the best vessel to drink out of at a spring,
it is so large, already somewhat dishing, oftenest entire, and grows near at hand, and, though its odor
when the stem is cut off is offensive, it does not flavor the water and is not perceived in drinking.
Along Nut Meadow Brook stand now angelicas in flower, as high as your head, their great greenish
umbels above their naked purple stems. Senecio is going and gone to seed. At Apple-Hollow Pond,
the heart-leaf grows in small solid circles from a centre, now white with its small delicate flowers
somewhat like minute water-lilies. Here are thousands of devil’s-needles of all sizes hovering over
the surface of this shallow pond in the woods, in pursuit of one another and their prey, and from time
to tune alighting on the bushes around the shore, — I hear the rustling of their wings, — while
swallows are darting about in a similar manner twenty feet higher. Perhaps they descend and pick up
a needle now and then. This might be called Heart-leaf Pond, if there were not so many of them.
Wild radish, some time, for its jointed seed-vessels are two inches long.
The small caterpillars which I bring home on my clothes nowadays conic, off of the young oaks,
black and probably others. Their leaves are made into sieves and riddled by them. The painted
tortoise eggs which I saw being deposited by White Pond the 14th are now shrivelled shells on the
surface. I every year, as to-day, observe the sweet, refreshing fragrance of the swamp-pink, when
threading the woods and swamps in hot weather. It is positively cool. Now in its prime. There is
another small, shallow Heart-leaf Pond, west of White, which countless devil’s-needles are hovering
over with rustling wing, and swallows and pewees no doubt are on hand. That very handsome cove
in White Pond at the south end, surrounded by woods. Looking down on it through the woods in
middle of this sultry dogdayish afternoon, the bay being’ not so deep but that some reflection from
the bottom affects it, the water is a misty bluish-green or glaucous color.’ The rattlesnake and the
wool grass have begun to bloom. The e er ee er ter twee is a pleasing wild note still pretty sure to be
heard amid thick pine woods or on their edges, — rarely seen, though often heard.
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After bathing I paddled to the middle in the leaky boat. The heart-leaf, which grows thinly here, is
an interesting plant, sometimes floating at the end of a solitary, almost invisible, threadlike stem
more than six feet long, and again many purplish stems intertwined into loose ropes, or like large
skeins of silk, abruptly spreading at top, of course, into a perfectly flat shield, a foot or more [in]
diameter, of small heart-shaped leaves, which rise and fall on their stems as the water is higher or
lower. This perfectly horizontal disposition of the leaves in a single plane is an interesting and
peculiar feature in water-plants of this kind. Leaves and flowers made to float on the dividing line
between two elements. No water-bugs nor skaters, except a very few close to the shore, though the
waves do not run much. Where the water is five or six feet deep, straight sticks on the bottom are
made by the undulation on the surface to look like snakes in motion. The blue flags are past their
prime
here. Again
I
saw
and
heard
the
hummingbird
[Ruby-throated
Hummingbird Archilochus colubris] visit the blue flags. He announces himself by a sudden
loud humming. Now, at about 5 P.M., only at long intervals is a bullfrog’s trump heard. Some are
white-throated, others yellow.
In the warm noons nowadays, I see the spotted small yellow eyes of the four-leaved loosestrife
looking at me from under the birches and pines springing up in sandy upland fields. Asclepias
Cornuti. Ours, I think, must be the Cornus sericca, not stolonifera. The willow by Hubbard’s Bridge
must be either Salix discolor or eriocephala; I think the former.
The other day I saw what I took to be a scarecrow in a cultivated field, and noticing how unnaturally
it was stuffed out here and there and how ungainly its arms and legs were, I thought to myself, “Well,
it is thus they make these things; they do not stand much about it;” but looking round again after I
had gone by, I saw my scarecrow walking off with a real live man in it.
I was just roused from my writing by the engine’s whistle, and, looking out, saw shooting through
the town two enormous pine sticks stripped of their bark, just from the Northwest and going to
Portsmouth Navy-Yard, they say. Before I could call Sophia, they had got round the curve and only
showed their ends on their way to the Deep Cut. Not a tree grows now in Concord to compare with
them. They suggest what a country we have got to back us up that way. A hundred years ago or more
perchance the wind wafted a little winged seed out of its cone to some favorable spot, and this is the
result. In ten minutes they were through the township, and perhaps not half a dozen Concord eyes
rested on them during their transit.

Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for July 1853 (æt. 35-36)
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July 1, Friday, 1853: The Boston police, who had been marked with a hat badge in addition to their
watchhook, acquired a lapel badge in the shape of a brass star.
In New-York, Latting Observatory opened. One might view, from this platform fully 315 feet above the surface
of the earth, see all the way to Queens, Staten Island, and the State of New Jersey! The tower could
accommodate 1,500 people at a time (counting those who were trudging up its many steps, those who were
standing on its 75-square-foot top platform, and those who were trudging down its many steps, a task which
was being said to constitute good exercise).
The Cape Colony received a constitution which provided for a legislative council.
At about this point the Albany, New-York Northern Rail Road went out of business.
William Speiden, Jr. accompanied a few officers in a whaleboat up the Junk River and went on board a
Japanese junk.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Made quite an early start again. “Independence Rock” 2 miles
ahead. Struck Sweet Water River 1 mile before we reached the
rock. This rock is another curiosity. It is about 300 yrds. long,
by 100 yrds wide and about 100 feet high. It is composed of
beautiful white granite, and was named by a party of Americans
passing it on the 4th of July, who chose the top of this rock
and held their celebrations. Before leaving it they inscribed
this name upon it with each of their names under that. There are
upwards of several hundred names inscribed on the top and sides
of it. All have a curiosity to climb to its top. It is situated
on the north side of Sweet Water River. The northwest end is
shaped like a dome, rather broken at the top, but it gradually
slopes off to the ground which is level all around it. We forded
the river 1 mile above the rock. Four miles farther is the
“Devil’s Gate” at the right of the road. This is one of the
greatest among the many curiosities of nature. The river here
runs through perpendicular rocks about 300 feet high in a
channel from 50 to 80 feet wide. These rocks are granite also.
Upon looking at this it would seem that it had been made
expressly for that purpose by the blowing and blasting of many
months; but not so, it is the great, the wondrous work of nature.
The road here passes around the point of the mountain between
two cliffs of rocks and strikes the river again. One-half mile
ahead is a small creek. The road follows up the river 26 miles.
Plenty of grass and water, fuel sage, camped in this distance.
Traveled 18 miles to-day.
July 1: I am surveying the Bedford road these days, and have no time for my Journal. Saw
one of those great pea-green emperor moths, like a bird, fluttering over the top of the woods this
forenoon, 10 A.M., near Beck Stow’s. Gathered the early red blackberry in the swamp or meadow
this side of Pedrick’s, where I ran a pole down nine feet. It is quite distinct from the evergreen one
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and is without prickles. Fruit red, middle-sized, with a few, perhaps ten or twelve, large globules.
May be the Rubus trifloras, but not growing on hills.

July 2, Saturday, 1853: The wedding of local newspaperman Patrick Purdy Hull with Lola Montez, at the
Mission Dolores in San Francisco, California. Lola’s show opened at the American Theatre.
Russian forces crossed the River Prut into Turkish territory, occupying Moldavia and Wallachia.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi, USS Susquehanna, and USS Saratoga stood out of Naha Harbor
taking the USS Plymouth in tow.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Saturday the 2nd. Up the river for eight miles this morning,
roads very sandy, wind blowing so hard we can scarcely see. Our
eyes, nose, mouth and victuals all have the benefit of it. Camped
on the bank of the river after a drive of 17 miles.
The Placer, California Herald reported that at a place called Gold Hill, during the previous week, a couple of
miners had gone to work at their long toms and after filling them up with dirt, the heat being oppressive, had
taken refuge in the shade. Returning to their long toms and taking out the contents of the riffle’s box, about
one pan-full of dirt altogether, and washing down that pan of dirt, they recovered more than 2 ounces of pure,
bright gold.
There are almost as many miners about Gold Hill now as there was
during the winter. On Tuesday, we saw a sluice erecting on the
flat below town, which will be a quarter of a mile long. It is
owned by Smith & Co. Also the miners of neighbor towns of Oro
City and Virginia are making money. There is a demand for labors.
July 2: Cooler to-day. Polygonum Persicaria. The Ranunculus Purshii is very rarely seen
now. I hear a harsh keow from a bittern flying over the river. The peetweets [Spotted
Sandpiper Actitis macularia] are quite noisy about the rocks in Merrick’s pasture when
I approach; have eggs or young there, which they are anxious about. The tall anemone in blossom,
and no doubt elsewhere much earlier, — a week or ten days before this, — but the drought has
checked it here. Saw on a maple leaf floating on the Assabet a kind of large aphides, thickly covering
it. It was thickly coated with a mass of down, for their tails were like swan’s-down, and, as they were
constantly in motion, just stirring at least, it was as if there was a wind on it. Thimble-berries
probably a day or two.
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Our national birthday, Monday the 4th of July, 1853: Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 49th birthday.

The California Daily Union reported that lack of water in Mosquito Canyon during the summer season had
necessitated the suspension of many gold-mining operations:
A ditch that would supply an abundance of water through that
vicinity would prove excellent paying property. A very large
amount of gold was taken out of this canyon during the last eight
months, and much will be taken out the coming winter.
There was a fire at the corner of Clay Street and Kearny Street in San Francisco, in which the loss would be
estimated at $6,000.
At a celebration dinner at Washington Hall in Springfield, Massachusetts, everyone stood up and cheered for
one of the aged guests: the Reverend Jonathan Smith, who in the army of the Revolution had been a chaplain.
The American expedition members of our far-eastern fleet celebrated the 77th anniversary of our
independence from Britain by firing off an impressive 17-gun salute. Well, they supposed it to be impressive.
They were themselves impressed.
In Abington, Massachusetts there was a “Know Nothing Anti-Slavery celebration.”
In Norwalk, Connecticut, Phineas Taylor Barnum began the celebrations by delivering an address before a
crowd of 10,000.
In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the cornerstone of the West Philadelphia Institute was set into place.
Some 10,000 citizens visited Independence Hall, with each celebrant entitled to sit for a moment in the chair
of John Hancock. At the Chestnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia, the comedietta “My Uncle Sam” was
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performed.
In New-York, a 95-year-old, Daniel Spencer, “an old patriot of the Revolution, hailing from Canajoharie, New
York,” was an honored participant in the celebration.
In Williamsburg, Virginia, Captain Taft’s Company of Light Artillery fired off a national salute of 32 guns.
Some 500 residents of Baltimore went on an excursion to nearby Annapolis, where a fight occurred between
them and a group of local Annapolis people, resulting in two deaths and several injuries.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
This is indeed a beautiful morning to celebrate the anniversary
of our Independence, but to us it is like all other days, the
same work to do. Drove 18 miles today and have not much grass
for our cattle to-night. Passed Ice-Springs at the right of the
road. It is said ice can be found here at any season of the year
by digging 2 or 3 feet deep. We saw some of it near the top of
the ground.
July 4: The cotton-grass at Beck Stowe’s. Is it different from the early one? High blueberries
begin. The oval-leaved drosera in bloom. Campanula aparinoides. I see now a later (?) rose in lower,
wetter ground. Polygala sanguinea. The weeds are now so thick in the river — potamogetons, heartleaf, Ranunculus Purshii, eel-grass, etc., etc. — as almost to conceal the stream and seriously to
obstruct the passage of my boat. Polygonum sagittatum. The cymbidium now perhaps in its prime.
I am attracted by the peculiar glaucous leaves of the rhodora. Noli-me-tangere. The beauty of some
butterflies,— dark steel-blue with a light-blue edge. Circæa, some time, the small one, at Corner
Spring. Parsnips. The bass appears now — or a few trees— to have bloomed here and there
prematurely. The gall on the leaves of the slippery elm is like fruit. The greater plantain, a few days.
The fine feathery tail of the Equisetum sylvaticum (?) nowadays in damp woods, near Corner Spring.
The Potamogeton hybridus (?) in fruit and flower; though the spike is cylindrical like P.
heterophyllus, yet the petioles are shorter than the floating leaves. What is the apparently wholly
immersed potamogeton, upright with linear-lanceolate leaves? (No flower nor fruit now.) Also what
is that small upright, round, tapering plant, three inches high, at bottom of river, with apparently
bristle-formed leaves arranged alternately crosswise, visibly cellular? At Lee’s Cliff, under the
slippery elm, Parietaria Pennsylvaticum, American pellitory, in flower, and near by Anychia
dichotoma, forked chickweed (Queria [sic]) also in flower.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
July 6, Wednesday, 1853: The 1,021-ton 180x36-foot clipper ship Northern Light with Captain Freeman
Hatch of Eastham, Massachusetts at the helm had agreed to a speed competition with the captain of the clipper
Contest. The Contest had departed San Francisco for New York on March 12th whereas the Northern Light
had not departed that harbor for Boston until the following day, but on this 38th day of their passage, off Cape
Horn, the Northern Light overtook the Contest (it was, you see, traveling entirely without cargo).
The crews of our various American vessels in Japanese waters engaged in target practice.
The Wisconsin state legislature incorporated the Fox and Wisconsin River Improvement Company.
Lola Montez performed in Sacramento, California.
The 10th national National Convention of Colored Men began in Rochester, New York. William Cooper Nell
was in attendance as a representative from Massachusetts, and was appointed Vice President pro-tem and
member of the Business Committee. Frederick Douglass was present and would publish the proceedings.53
Below is Douglass’s neighbor Susan B. Anthony’s copy:54

William Wells Brown, a free man since 1847, published in London CLOTEL; OR, THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER:
A NARRATIVE OF SLAVE LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES, which depicted fictional slave daughters of Thomas
Jefferson with his slave Currer. (This would be republished in heavily revised versions in 1860 as MIRALDA,
OR THE BEAUTIFUL QUADROON: A ROMANCE OF AMERICAN SLAVERY FOUNDED ON FACT, in 1864 as
CLOTELLE: A TALE OF THE SOUTHERN STATES, and in 1867 as CLOTELLE; OR THE COLORED HEROINE. A TALE
OF THE SOUTHERN STATES. Later American editions would feature Clotel as the daughter of a Southern
Senator.)
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Started at daylight this morning to find better grass. Two miles
from camp is strawberry creek, and 4 miles farther is snow creek.
Banks of snow on each side from 10 to 15 feet deep. Here we
stopped to let our cattle graze. Their feet are very sore
traveling over so much gravel. Two miles farther we came to
willow creek, and 5 miles more and we found the last crossing
of Sweet Water River. Here we camped again, found pretty good
grass up a hollow to the right of it, near the snow top
mountains. Sage for fuel.

53. PROCEEDINGS OF THE COLORED NATIONAL CONVENTION HELD IN ROCHESTER JULY 6TH, 7TH, AND 8TH, 1853.
Rochester: Frederick Douglass, 1853.
54. At some point during this year Susan B. Anthony requested transfer from the Easton, New York Monthly Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends (Hicksite) to the Rochester Monthly Meeting (Hicksite). Despite this Quaker affiliation, she would be
during her adult life a long-term attender at the Unitarian Church in Rochester.
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July 6: I can sound the swamps and meadows on the line of the new road to Bedford with a
pole, as if they were water. It may be hard to break through the crust, but then it costs a very slight
effort to force it down, sometimes nine or ten feet, where the surface is dry. Cut a straight sapling,
an inch or more in [diameter]; sharpen and peel it that it may go down with the least obstruction. The
larch grows in both Moore’s and Pedrick’s swamps. Do not the trees that grow there indicate the
depth of the swamp? I drink at the black and sluggish run which rises in Pedrick’s Swamp and at the
clearer and cooler one at Moore’s Swamp, and, as I lie on my stomach, I am surprised at the quantity
of decayed wood continually borne past. It is this process which, carried on for ages, formed this
accumulation of soil. The outlets of a valley being obstructed, the decayed wood is no longer carried
off but deposited near where it grew.

July 8, Friday, 1853: Mary Keyes was born to Martha Prescott Keyes and John Shepard Keyes.
Early in July we had another daughter Mary, born on the 8.th and
Martha got up nicely from her confinement, and was soon able to
enjoy the shorter drives with me—

J.S. KEYES AUTOBIOGRAPHY
On the Oregon Trail, some camping utensils, a powder horn, and fragments of clothing were discovered. In a
pocket of the pantaloons there was found a gold watch and key. To all appearances someone had been killed
there but no papers providing a clue to a name were to be discovered.
Grand Duke Carl Friedrich of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach died at Belvedere Castle and was succeeded by his son
Carl Alexander.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s flagship USS Mississippi and its squadron of 3 accompanying ships
came to anchor in deep water off Oragawa (Uraga), Tokyo’s Edo Bay, Japan. Japanese boats approached,
signing for the ships to depart, and, unsuccessful in this, returned to shore. William Speiden, Jr. wrote that
“they must certainly have all come to the opinion that we were a queer sort of people.” That night the watch
officer, Lieutenant John K. Duer, observed a puzzling sky object:
During the watch from midnight to 4 A.M. a very remarkable meteor
was seen. It made its appearance in the south and west and
illuminated the whole atmosphere. The spars, sails and hulls of
the ships in company as well as our own reflected its glare as
distinctly as though a blue light were burning from each at the
same time. From the south and west about 15 degrees above the
horizon it pursued a north-easterly course in a direct line for
a long distance, when it fell gradually toward the sea and
disappeared. Its shape was that of a large blue sphere with a
red wedge-shaped tail, which it could be easily observed was
formed of ignited particles, and resembled the sparks of a
rocket as they appear upon its explosion.
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The black vessels would lie in Tokyo Bay, menacing and silent, for a period of time, and then suddenly the
Commodore would open negotiations by giving representatives of the Emperor 3 days to deliver a letter to
their supreme leader — or else.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Commodore Matthew Perry’s mission included establishing trade links and ensuring the humane treatment of
shipwrecked whalers. Underlying purpose included the acquisition of the coaling stations that United States
opium dealers such as the Perkins and the Delanos needed to speed communications between San Francisco
and Shanghai. After the treaty would be signed during March 1854, the festivities would include a sumo
tournament. According to an article published in the Harper’s New Monthly Magazine issue of May 1856,
“The heralds... summoned the antagonists, and one having taken his place in the ring, he assumed an attitude
of defense, with one leg in advance as if to steady himself, and his body, with his head lowered, placed in a
position as if to receive an attack. Immediately after, in rushed the other, bellowing loudly like a bull, and
making at once for the man in the ring, dashed, with his head lowered and thrust forward, against his opponent,
who bore the shock with the steadiness of a rock, although the blood streamed down his face from his bruised
forehead, which had been struck in the encounter. This manoeuvre was repeated again and again, one acting
always as the opposing and the other as the resisting force, and thus they kept up this brutal contest until their
foreheads were besmeared with blood, and the flesh of their breasts rose in great swollen tumors from the
repeated blows.” Koyanagi, “the reputed bully of the capital,” would be among the sumotori in attendance.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
This morning while Nelson and one of the others were herding
cattle they discovered some fragments of clothes and camping
utensils, and upon examination found a gold watch and key in an
old pantaloons pocket. From the appearance of things they
supposed some one had been murdered, but could find no papers
to give any clue to his name. His clothing, camping apparatus,
powder-horn etc. were lying scattered about. Laid by all day today on account of our cattle’s feet. Started at sunset to travel
all night.
July 8: Large œnothera. Toads are still heard occasionally at evening. To-day I heard a
hylodes peep (perhaps a young one), which have so long been silent.
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July 9, Saturday, 1853: Hector Berlioz departed London after conducting Benvenuto Cellini.
The 4 American warships off Tokyo were brought “in a line so as to bear directly upon the town.” William
Speiden, Jr. noted that during the evening of this intimidating display of force they could sight the grandeur of
Mount Fuji clearly because the clouds had lifted. The official Narrative of the Expedition (1856) would later
state that “the question of landing by force was left to be decided by the development of succeeding events.”
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry kept the ships at battle readiness and the crew “drilled as thoroughly as
they are in time of active war.” A corps of Japanese artists approached by boat to sketch the strange American
steam vessels. Kayama Yezaimen, governor of Uraga, arrived with other Japanese authorities to seek audience
with Perry. These officials were informed that the expedition wished to have a letter delivered to the Emperor
of Japan. A messenger was sent to inform the Emperor of the presence of the war ships and the stated request.
Negotiations regarding the letter and a possible meeting between Japanese and American representatives
would continue over the following days.
The Placer, California Herald learned from a correspondent that 13 miles from Auburn, below Barnes Bar on
the North Fork of American River, a couple of miners had been averaging from 4 to 30 ounces of gold per day.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Arrived at Little Sandy at sunrise this morning. Passed Dry
Sandy 9 miles from Pacific Springs and the Junction of
California and Salt Lake road 7 miles from Dry Sandy. Stopped
at Little Sandy and had breakfast. No grass here. Drove on to
Big Sandy 5 miles farther and camped for the day, to let our
cattle rest for crossing the Desert which commences here at Big
Sandy. Drove 3 miles down this stream and found good grass.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JULY 9TH]

July 10, Sunday, 1853: Treaty for the free navigation of the Parana River and the Uruguay River, between the
United States of America and Argentina.

READ THE FULL TEXT
During this day and the following one, Japanese boats kept close company with the American expedition
vessels as they surveyed the bay.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Laid by all day to-day.
July 10: Galium asprellum, probably about the 5th or 6th. The side-flowering scutellaria
now. Hedge-nettle, a day or two. Lysimachia lanceolata var. hybrida, some days. Yellow lily now

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
common (since the 4th). The large real-vessels of the blue flag conspicuous. The rainbow rush has
been in bloom for some time. Epilobium coloratum. A rough eupatorium budded at Hubbard’s
burning. Ludwigia palustris, probably for ten days. Rubus Canadensis now. The red capsules of the
Hypericum ellipticum begin to show in low lands. The cardinal-flower shows red. At Cardinal Shore
a large Polygonum amphibium, seven feet long, left by the water, creeping over the shore and rooting
in it at the joints; not yet in flower.
The bream poised over its sandy nest on waving fin — how aboriginal! So it has poised here and
watched its ova before this New World was known to the Old. Still I see the little cavities of their
nests along the shore.
Lycopodium sinualtus. water horehound.

July 12, Tuesday, 1853: Frances Richard Gourgas died.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was refusing to meet with anyone of less than imperial Japanese rank.
Therefore US commanders Franklin Buchanan and Chief of Staff Henry Allen Adams, Captain of the Fleet
met with Kayama Yezaimen in the presence of interpreters, and were informed that Commodore Perry and his
delegation of American officials would be received on a small island by officials appointed by the Emperor of
Japan to negotiate, in order to allow him to hand over in a suitably dignified manner the letter he was handcarrying from the President of the United States of America. A party was sent out to survey the island where
the Japanese delegation was agreeing to receive the Commodore, and the surveyors proceeded to designate the
small bay of that island as “Reception Bay.”
In San Francisco, the Daily Alta California reported on “Local Matters” such as the sale of pews in the First
Congregational Church:

LOCAL MATTERS.
SALE OF PEWS. — At the sale of pews last evening in the First
Congregational Church, the whole amount of premiums paid for
choice of seats reached the sum of $3,800. The first choice was
taken by D.H. Haskell, Esq, at $400. About fifty pews were sold
at an advance on the appraised value. Notice was given that the
Trustees would be in attendance at the Church every evening
during the week, and that those wishing to rent pews would then
be able to select their seats.
A VULTURE CAUGHT. — Officer Nugent succeeded in arresting in
Sacramento, and bringing to this city last night, a man known
here as Tom Lyons, who is one of the flock of vultures that hover
in the region of Pacific wharf to pounce upon the unwary
stranger. Lyons has been identified by the miner who was robbed
of $402 on Saturday morning last, as the one who first accosted
him upon the wharf and afterwards robbed him of his little
“pile.”
HORSE THIEF. — Capt. M’Donald arrested yesterday a person by the
name of Daniel McMillen, who is charged with stealing cattle in
Tuolumne county, to the value at one time of $1700, and at
another about $800.
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POLICE COURT. — Before Recorder Baker.— July 11.
After the gallant “Major” had seated his flock, not forgetting
to give the ladies the best places, the business of the Court
commenced by calling upon—
James Cross, to answer to the charge of getting beastly drunk.
James was found spread across the crossing, and rumor had
whispered in the officers’ ears that he was dead, but after they
had felt of his pulse and such like et ceteras, they concluded
a little switching would start him, which in fact it did. James
looked very penitent, and pledged his honor that he was never
drunk before; in fact he stated boldly that he had never drank
any intoxicating liquor, before that day! Jeems looking very
dismal, was allowed to cross the Major’s path this time scott
free.
John Chinaman was charged with helping himself to a nice pair
of pants, and showed his good taste by taking them from the door
of Keys & Co. The proof was positive as to his guilt, but the
case was continued until to-day, to give John a chance to explain
through an interpreter why he takes this dangerous course to
show his preference for American costume.
Mr. Golden and Mrs. Golden were charged with being very
disorderly, especially Mr. G. An English lady, “fat, fair and
forty,” declared that Golden was going to shoot her twice, was
going to throw a tumbler at her ‘ead, in fact vary the
performances in this weak, piping time of peace, by various
other little eccentricities. Mr. Golden took great pride in
stating that he “never was ‘intoxicated’ in his life; that he
drank as much liquor as any other man, but he was used to it,
and had been since he was ten years of age (?).” It was one of
those free and easy cases all round so the Golden couple were
allowed to depart upon payment of costs.
Mary Holt was the e [sic] as a vagrant. “Molly” has managed to
live about ten months out of the last twelve in the station home;
she was released but a few days since, but Mary can not keep
from paying her devoirs to the “rosy god.”
“Tis true, ’tis pity, and pity ’tis, ’tis true.”
for Mary has been a fine, buxom looking lass; she was sent back
to her mouton, the city prison, to be detained there six months.
Eden was another of the fair (?) sex, and sat cheek by jowl with
Mary Holt; in fact she was a kindred spirit, and as spiritually
inclined; but to hide her blushes, or so as not to disgrace the
name of the gentle, lilly white sex, she had assumed the
complexion of a negro, or had been born dark, for she was as
black as the bottle she loved so well; her wooly head was encased
in the ubiquitous plaid, cotton kerchief. She had been a slave;
would get drunk all the time; her former mistress could not drive
her away. She would call and did call a gentleman all the vile
names that speech could frame; said gent’s going to take a big
club and kill her the next time (?) she appeared to be a regular
“Topsy,” and “Oh! I’s so bad,” seemed to be standing waiting to
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pop out from behind her ivory gates. The Recorder asked her if
she had anything to say “Yeth indeedy, ise got a heap to say;
’taint neffen like it” “That will do, sit down. I shall send you
below for 30 days.” “No, no sir.” “Sit down!”
Jean Dedevure was bound over to keep the peace in the sum of
$1000. towards a Mr. Cunningham or his workmen, and especially
one that he had threatened to shoot for putting shanties on
property, to the ownership of which as a matter of course there
are several claimants.
Rose Church, charged with an assault with a deadly weapon, not
appearing, her bail was declared forfeited.
July 12: White vervain. Checkerberry, maybe some days. Spikenard, not quite yet. The
green-flowered lanceolate-leafed orchis at Azalea Brook will soon flower. Either Gymnadenta
tridentata or Platanthera flava. Circæa alpina (?) there, but nearly eighteen inches high. Lycopus
Virginicus, not open in shade; probably in a day or two. Wood horse-tail very large and handsome
there.

July 14, Thursday, 1853: The American delegation was received by the Japanese delegation at the location,
on a small island, that their surveying party had just designated was to be known henceforward as “Reception
Bay.” “When we landed” William Speiden, Jr. recorded, “the Japanese to the number of six thousand were
drawn up in lines along the borders of the Bay,” colorful banners and pennants flying. Speiden found the array
a most beautiful appearance, albeit disturbingly warlike. The rowboat conveying Commodore Matthew
Calbraith Perry of the United States Navy shoved off from the USS Susquehanna and landed on this small
island as his various American military bands played “Hail Columbia.” The Commodore’s men fell into file
and marched with him to a House of Reception specially prepared by the Lord of Toda, Japan for this
ceremonial letter-hand-carry. Speiden was among these marchers. Perry informed the interpreters that because
it would take time to receive a response from the Emperor, he intended to go away, and return the following
spring with his flotilla of American warships. Meanwhile the American intention was merely to engage in a
survey of the bay for purposes of (peaceful, hey, pay no attention to all the guns) navigation. This was an offer
which it was supposing the locals couldn’t conceivably refuse, but nevertheless it was categorically rejected
and Major Jacob Zeilin of the US Marines would need to climb back on board the USS Mississippi, and this
American panjandrum would need to sail away into the sunrise emptyhanded.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
President Franklin Pierce opened The Exhibition of the Industry of All Nations at New-York’s Crystal Palace
on what would become Reservoir Square in what would become Bryant Park (adjacent to this, at the Latting
Observatory, Elisha Graves Otis would be demonstrating his steam-powered passenger elevator).
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
The toll for ferrying across is six dollars per wagon. We
concluded to ferry ourselves again, drove down the river and
commenced operations, took one load over and had to stop on
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account of high winds. The 2nd load, when we reached the opposite
shore the box being nearly full of water and the current very
swift, on jumping out the boat capsized, but fortunately we had
on the wheels and axles of the wagon which sunk to the bottom,
the water about 7 ft. We soon hauled them out by means of a chain
with a large hook on it and lost nothing but the bolt of the
coupling. Got all over by dark without any further accident.
Waldo Emerson and Henry Thoreau discussed plant specimens.
BOTANIZING

July 14: Heavy fog.
I see a rose, now in its prime, by the river, in the water amid the willows and button-bushes, while
others, lower on shore, are nearly out of bloom. Is it not the R. Carolina? Saw something blue, or
glaucous, in Beck Stow’s Swamp to-day; approached and discovered the Andromeda Polifolia,
in the midst of the swamp at the north end, not long since out of bloom. This is another instance of
a common experience. When I am shown from abroad, or hear of, or in any [way] become interested
in, some plant or other thing, I am pretty sure to find it soon. Within a week R.W.E. showed me a
slip of this in a botany, as a great rarity which George Bradford brought from Watertown. I had long
been interested in it by Linnæus’s account.

I now find it in abundance. It is a neat and tender-looking plant, with the pearly new shoots now half
a dozen inches long and the singular narrow revolute leaves. I suspect the flower does not add much
to it.
There is an abundance of the buck-bean there also. Holly berries are beginning to be ripe.
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The Polygonum Hydropiper, by to-morrow. Spergula arvensis gone to seed and in flower. A very tall
ragged orchis by the Heywood Brook, two feet high, almost like a white fringed one. Lower ones
I have seen some time.
The clematis there (near the water-plantain) will open in a day or two. Mallows gone to seed and in
bloom. Erigeron Canadensis, butter-weed.

July 16, Saturday, 1853: By this point the pestilence known as “black vomit” had in New Orleans taken more
than 300 lives. The populace was fleeing the city.
Kayama Yezaimen had visited the USS Susquehanna. He had viewed the functions of a steam warship and
inspected its engine and armaments. He had brought with him gifts of lacquerware and had been handed in
return a choice selection of garden seeds and choice cases of wine. Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had
transfered his command pennant from the USS Susquehanna to the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi.
On this day that vessel made its way up Yedo (Edo, now Tokyo) Bay. Pleasantries having been concluded, it
was due time for the foreigners to just get the hell away and leave the Japanese the hell alone.
The Niagara, taking the Hawthornes away from America, docked in Liverpool.
The Placer, California Herald reported that at Lacy Bar, 4 gold miners had taken out as high as $1,300 in one
day, while in the neighborhood of Eastman Hill and Blue Canyon, which is the North Branch of the North Fork
of American River 10 miles above Cold Springs, where 100 miners were at work, gold was being found in
coarse pieces weighing from $1.00 up to $60. At Badger Bar, a short distance below the junction of the North
and Middle Forks, there was bustle and activity because the Badger Co. had nearly completed construction of
their flume. On the North Fork a mile and a half above Oregon Bar, 28 Chinamen were turning the river and
10 Americans who had a claim just above them had “joined flumes with the Celestials” and expected to be
digging in the river bed in a fortnight. Earlier that spring, 3 miles above Rice’s Ferry higher up the North Fork,
17 Chinamen who had bought a river claim for $1,000 had completed their flumes and would soon be washing
out gold. A couple of miles above that point a party of Americans had completed their flume and were in the
process of erecting a dam.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Over hills and hollows, mountains and creeks, traveled 15 miles
to-day and camped on Crow Creek.
July 16: Rhus copallina behind Bent’s, budded, not quite open. Solidago stricta (?) at Cato’s
cellar, a day or two. The pasture thistle, more than a week. Is it the Potamogeton heterophyllus in
Walden, now in flower and for some time? Door-grass.
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WALDEN: East of my bean-field, across the road, lived
Cato Ingraham, slave of Duncan Ingraham, Esquire, gentleman of
Concord village; who built his slave a house, and gave him
permission to live in Walden Woods;-Cato, not Uticensis, but
Concordiensis. Some say that he was a Guinea Negro. There are a
few who remember this little patch among the walnuts, which he let
grow up till he should be old and need them; but a younger and
whiter speculator got them at last. He too, however, occupies an
equally narrow house at present. Cato’s half-obliterated cellar
hole still remains, though known to few, being concealed from
the traveller by a fringe of pines. It is now filled with the
smooth sumach, (Rhus glabra,) and one of the earliest species of
golden-rod (Solidago stricta) grows there luxuriantly.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

CATO INGRAHAM
GOOSE POND

July 17, Sunday, 1853: Crowds of Japanese citizens gathered to witness the US squadron of warships leave
anchorage and depart in stately fashion down the center of Tokyo Bay. (Have you noticed that this is not a
perfect world? –in this procession the USS Susquehanna was ignominiously towing the USS Saratoga and the
USS Mississippi was ignominiously towing the USS Plymouth but, other than that, everything was decidedly
impressive.)
Bishop Alemany laid the cornerstone of St. Mary’s Church at the corner of California Street and Dupont Street
in San Francisco.
The term of John C. Hays as Sheriff of San Francisco, California was completed.
Dedication of the 1st Unitarian Church at 805 Stockton Street near Sacramento Street in San Francisco.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Anxious to get better grass we drove to Thomas’s Fork about 12
miles keeping the left hand road around the mountain to the
river. Here we camped for the day.
July 17: The common amaranth. Young toads not half an inch long at Walden shore. The
smooth sumach resounds with the hum of bees, wasps, etc., at Water-target Pond. I see two great
devil’s-needles, three inches long, with red abdomens and bodies as big as hummingbirds [], sailing
round this pond, round and round, and ever and anon darting aside suddenly; probably to seize some
prey. Here and there the water-targets look red, perhaps their under sides. A duck at Goose Pond.
Rank weeds begin to block up low wood-paths, — goldenrods, asters, etc. The pearly everlasting.
Lobelia infata. The Solidago nemoralis (?) in a day or two,—gray goldenrod. I think we have no
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Hieracium Gronovii, though one not veined always and sometimes with two or more leaves on stem.
No grass balls to be seen.

July 25, Monday, 1853: Anton Bruckner applied for a position in the civil service.
Fire consumed the barks Manco, Bacchus, Herbert, and Juno that had been moored at the wharf at the foot of
Market Street in San Francisco, with a loss estimated at $50,000.
Allegedly, the bandit “Joaquin Murieta” (Joaquin Murrieta or Murieta or Murietta Carrillo) was shot dead.
The white men who had gunned down this person, whoever he had been, when they followed smoke to a
campfire in the San Joaquin Valley, asserted that his last words had been “No tire mass. Yo soy muerto.”
The Riggers’ and Stevedores’ Union of San Francisco was organized, after longshoremen struck for higher
pay and better working conditions.
In the Far East, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi returned to anchor at Lew Chew.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Our stock are very weak yet. Concluded to lie still till noon.
Started at one o’clock and drove through a canyon to the head
of a hollow 7 miles. This is the summit of the dividing ridge
between the waters of Columbia and Bear River. One mile from the
summit is a very large spring, one mile more is a similar one,
2 miles farther is a fine branch on which we camped. Good grass
and excellent water.
Henry Thoreau reported with amusement that, belatedly, he had learned how to tie his shoes, and marveled
that such a thing had not been part of his formal education:

July 25: Dodder, probably the 21st. Blue-curls. Burdock, probably yesterday.
P.M. — To Le Grosse’s.
Cerasus Virginiana, — choke-cherry, — just ripe. White and red huckleberries said to be in Le
Grosse’s or Wetherbee’s pasture. Could not find them. Cynoglossum Morisoni, beggar’s-lice,
roadside between Sam Barrett’s mill and the next house east, in flower and fruiting probably ten
days. Probably the same with plant found beyond the stone bridge, gone to seed, last year.
I have for years had a great deal of trouble with my shoe-strings, because they get untied continually.
They are leather, rolled and tied in a hard knot. But some days I could hardly go twenty rods before
I was obliged to stop and stoop to tie my shoes. My companion and I speculated on the distance to
which one tying would carry you, — the length of a shoe-tie, — and we thought it nearly as
appreciable and certainly a more simple and natural measure of distance than a stadium, or league,
or mile. Ever and anon we raised our feet on whatever fence or wall or rock or stump we chanced to
be passing, and drew the strings once more, pulling as hard as we could. It was very vexatious, when
passing through low scrubby bushes, to become conscious that the strings were already getting loose
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again before we had fairly started. What should we have done if pursued by a tribe of Indians?
My companion sometimes went without strings altogether, but that loose way of proceeding was not
[to] be thought of by me. One shoemaker sold us shoestrings made of the hide of a South American
jackass, which he recommended; or rather he gave them to us and added their price to that of the
shoes we bought of him. But I could not see that these were any better than the old. I wondered if
anybody had exhibited a better article at the World’s Fair, and whether England did not bear the palm
from America in this respect. I thought of strings with recurved prickles and various other remedies
myself. At last the other day it occurred to me that I would try an experiment, and, instead of tying
two simple knots one over the other the same way, putting the end which fell to the right over each
time, that I would reverse the process, and put it under the other. Greatly to my satisfaction, the
experiment was perfectly successful, and from that time my shoe-strings have given me no trouble,
except sometimes in untying them at night.
On telling this to others I learned that I had been all the while tying what is called a granny’s knot,
for I had never been taught to tie any other, as sailors’ children are; but now I had blundered into a
square knot, I think they called it, or two running slip-nooses. Should not all children be taught this
accomplishment, and an hour, perchance, of their childhood be devoted to instruction in tying knots?
Those New-Hampshire-like pastures near Asa Melvin’s are covered or dotted with bunches of
indigo, still in bloom, more numerously than anywhere that I remember.

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

1851

John James Audubon

shooting at sitting ducks on his estate,
at age 66 despite stroke and senility

“You go down that side of Long Pond and I’ll
go down this side and we’ll get the ducks!”
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1852

Daniel Webster

his attendant was tardy
in administering some brandy

“I still live!”

1853

Joaquin Murieta

he was being chased and shot at

“No tire mass. Yo soy muerto.”

1857

Auguste Comte

he had been making himself the pope
of a religion of science, “Positivism”

“What an irreparable loss!”

1859

John Brown

request

“I am ready at any time
— do not keep me waiting.”

1862

Henry David Thoreau

he was editing manuscript

“moose ... Indian”

1864

General John Sedgwick

Battle of Spotsylvania

“They couldn't hit an elephant at this distance.”

1865

Abraham Lincoln

on stage, an actor ad-libbed a reference
to the presence of the President

The President laughed

... other famous last words ...

July 27, Wednesday, 1853: A treaty between the federal government of the United States of America and
headmen of the Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache tribes. This treaty was entered into, as per usual, in good faith.

READ THE FULL TEXT
A treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between the United States of America and Argentina.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Some 10 days after the ignominious completion of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s 1st visit, Tokugawa
Ieyoshi (1793-1853) died and was succeeded as 13th shogun of the Tokugawa Shoganate of Japan by his son
Tokugawa Iesada (1824-1858). (Shogun Iesada being in poor health, the 1854 negotiations with this foreigner
would be conducted primarily by his emissary Abe Masahiro.)
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
This morning we took out on the sage plains again, 6 miles
brought us along side of the river again, 5 miles more and we
come to a branch 10 ft. wide, very bad to cross, 3 miles farther
we strike the river bottom. Here we camped again. Drove 17 miles.
Something that is of considerable significance to us may or may not have occurred on this day, of which there
is no trace in Henry Thoreau’s journal:
July 27th. 8 A.M. — Rain, still quite soakingly. June & July perhaps only are the months of drought.
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The draught ceases with the dog-days.
P.M. — To White Pond in rain.
The autumnal dandelion now appears more abundantly within a week, Solidago Lancelolata also a few days
prob. though only partially open.
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There are no torn-out pages in this area of Thoreau’s journal, or blank spaces, to indicate that anything has
been erased or removed. The above material is exactly everything that Thoreau had that he needed to offer a
record of on July 27th, 1853. However, we happen now to know, which is to say we know if the story as told
by Alexander H. Japp is to be trusted – a door allegedly happened to swing open unexpectedly while Henry
was bathing and bandaging feet — on this day, Henry and his sister Sophia were caring in their home for a
runaway slave.
Here is the incident as it would be presented by Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson without any accidentally
swinging-open door:
When I went [to the Thoreau home] next morning, I found
them all in a state of excitement by reason of the
arrival of a fugitive negro from the South, who had
come fainting to their door about daybreak and thrown
himself upon their mercy. Thoreau took me in to see the
poor wretch, whom I found to be a man with whose face,
as that of a slave from the South, I was familiar. The
negro was much terrified at seeing me, supposing I was
one of his pursuers. Having quieted his fears by the
assurance that I, too, but in a different sense [Conway
is evidently referring to the fact that he had forgone
his inheritance because of his family’s owning
slaves], was a refugee from the bondage he was
escaping, and at the same time being able to attest the
negro’s genuineness, I sat and watched the singularly
tender and lowly devotion of the scholar to the slave.
He must be fed, his swollen feet bathed, and he must
think of nothing but rest: again and again this coolest
and calmest of men drew near to the trembling negro,
and soothed him and bade him feel at home, and have no
fear that any power should again wrong him. Thoreau
could not walk with me that day, as had been agreed,
but must mount guard over the fugitive, for slavehunters were not extinct in those days, and so I went
away, after a while.
Here is the same incident as it would be related in 1904 by the Reverend Moncure Daniel Conway in his late-

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
life autobiography, again minus any accidentally swinging-open door:
He invited me to come next day for a walk, but in the
morning, I found the Thoreaus agitated by the arrival
of a coloured fugitive from Virginia, who had come to
their door at daybreak. Thoreau took me to a room where
his excellent sister, Sophia, was ministering to the
fugitive, who recognized me as one he had seen. He was
alarmed, but his fears passed into delight when after
talking with him about our county I certified his
genuineness. I observed the tender and lowly devotion
of Thoreau to the African. He now and then drew near
to the trembling man, and with a cheerful voice bade
him feel at home, and have no fear that any power
should again wrong him. That whole day he mounted guard
over the fugitive, for it was a slave-hunting time. But
the guard had no weapon, and probably there was no such
thing in the house.
The next day the fugitive was got off to Canada, and
I enjoyed my first walk with Thoreau.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

VOLUME II
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There are no torn-out pages in this area of Thoreau’s journal, or blank spaces, to indicate that anything has
been erased or removed. This is exactly everything that Thoreau had, that he wanted to make a record of on
July 27, 1853. However, we happen now to know, which is to say we know if the story as told by Alexander
H. Japp is to be trusted –a door allegedly happened to swing open unexpectedly while Henry was bathing and
bandaging feet– on this day, Henry and his sister Sophia were caring in their home for a runaway slave.
Here is the incident as it would be presented by Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson without any accidentally
swinging-open door:
When I went [to the Thoreau home] next morning, I found
them all in a state of excitement by reason of the
arrival of a fugitive negro from the South, who had
come fainting to their door about daybreak and thrown
himself upon their mercy. Thoreau took me in to see the
poor wretch, whom I found to be a man with whose face,
as that of a slave from the South, I was familiar. The
negro was much terrified at seeing me, supposing I was
one of his pursuers. Having quieted his fears by the
assurance that I, too, but in a different sense [Conway
is evidently referring to the fact that he had forgone
his inheritance because of his family’s owning
slaves], was a refugee from the bondage he was
escaping, and at the same time being able to attest the
negro’s genuineness, I sat and watched the singularly
tender and lowly devotion of the scholar to the slave.
He must be fed, his swollen feet bathed, and he must
think of nothing but rest: again and again this coolest
and calmest of men drew near to the trembling negro,
and soothed him and bade him feel at home, and have no
fear that any power should again wrong him. Thoreau
could not walk with me that day, as had been agreed,
but must mount guard over the fugitive, for slavehunters were not extinct in those days, and so I went
away, after a while.
Here is the same incident as it would be related in 1904 by the Reverend Moncure Daniel Conway in his late-
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life autobiography, again minus any accidentally swinging-open door:
He invited me to come next day for a walk, but in the
morning, I found the Thoreaus agitated by the arrival
of a coloured fugitive from Virginia, who had come to
their door at daybreak. Thoreau took me to a room where
his excellent sister, Sophia, was ministering to the
fugitive, who recognized me as one he had seen. He was
alarmed, but his fears passed into delight when after
talking with him about our county I certified his
genuineness. I observed the tender and lowly devotion
of Thoreau to the African. He now and then drew near
to the trembling man, and with a cheerful voice bade
him feel at home, and have no fear that any power
should again wrong him. That whole day he mounted guard
over the fugitive, for it was a slave-hunting time. But
the guard had no weapon, and probably there was no such
thing in the house.
The next day the fugitive was got off to Canada, and
I enjoyed my first walk with Thoreau.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

VOLUME II

August 5, Friday, 1853: Tsar Nikolai accepted the “Vienna Note” of July 28th but Sultan Abdul-Mejid did
not.
Back at safe anchor off Hong Kong and Macao, the far-eastern fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry
prepared to wait out the winter season. Never mind, next year we’re going to impress the shit right out of those
Japanese!
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Drive 3 miles this morning down a long, steep hill, came to the
river again, no grass here. We watered and drove around through
a valley about 3 miles and came to a small dry branch, followed
up it and found two good springs. One mile farther we came to a
small branch, rather bad to cross. This is close to the river.
Three miles farther is Salmon Creek. One mile up this we found
some grass. Camped here. Drove 10 miles today.
Karl Marx appeared in the pages of the New-York Daily Tribune, writing on India from London as of July
19th:
The progress of the India bill through the Committee has little
interest. It is significant, that all amendments are thrown out
now by the Coalition coalescing with the Tories against their
own allies of the Manchester School.
The actual state of India may be illustrated by a few facts. The
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Home Establishment absorbs 3 per cent. of the net revenue, and
the annual interest for Home Debt and Dividends 14 per centtogether 17 per cent. If we deduct these annual remittances from
India to England, the military charges amount to about twothirds of the whole expenditure available for India, or to 66
per cent., while the charges for Public Works do not amount to
more than 2 3/4 per cent. of the general revenue, or for Bengal
1 per cent., Agra 7 3/4, Punjab 1/8, Madras 1/2, and Bombay 1
per cent. of their respective revenues. These figures are the
official ones of the Company itself.
On the other hand nearly three-fifths of the whole net revenue
are derived from the land, about one-seventh from opium, and
upward of one-ninth from salt. These resources together yield
85 per cent. of the whole receipts.
As to minor items of receipts and charges, it may suffice to
state that the Moturpha revenue maintained in the Presidency of
Madras, and levied on shops, looms, sheep, cattle, sundry
professions, &c., yields somewhat about £50,000, while the
yearly dinners of the East India House cost about the same sum.
The great bulk of the revenue is derived from the land. As the
various kinds of Indian land-tenure have recently been described
in so many places, and in popular style, too, I propose to limit
my observations on the subject to a few general remarks on the
Zemindari and Ryotwar systems.
The Zemindari and the Ryotwar were both of them agrarian
revolutions, effected by British ukases, and opposed to each
other, the one aristocratic, the other democratic; the one a
caricature of English landlordism, the other of French peasantproprietorship; but pernicious, both combining the most
contradictory character — both made not for the people, who
cultivate the soil, nor for the holder, who owns it, but for the
Government that taxes it.
By the Zemindari system, the people of the Presidency of Bengal
were depossessed at once of their hereditary claims to the soil,
in favor of the native tax gatherers called Zemindars. By the
Ryotwar system introduced into the Presidencies of Madras and
Bombay, the native nobility, with their territorial claims,
meras sees, jagheers, &c., were reduced with the common people
to the holding of minute fields, cultivated by themselves in
favor of the Collector of the East India Company. But a curious
sort of English landlord was the Zemindar, receiving only onetenth of the rent, while he had to make over nine-tenths of it
to the Government. A curious sort of French peasant was the Ryot,
without any permanent title in the soil, and with the taxation
changing every year in proportion to his harvest. The original
class of Zemindars, notwithstanding their unmitigated and
uncontrolled rapacity against the depossessed mass of the exhereditary landholders, soon melted away under the pressure of
the Company, in order to be replaced by mercantile speculators
who now hold all the land of Bengal, with exception of the
estates returned under the direct management of the Government.
These speculators have introduced a variety of the Zemindari
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tenure called patnee. Not content to be placed with regard to
the British Government in the situation of middlemen, they have
created in their turn a class of “hereditary” middlemen called
patnetas, who created again their sub-patnetas, &c., so that a
perfect scale of hierarchy of middlemen has sprung up, which
presses with its entire weight on the unfortunate cultivator.
As to the Ryots in Madras and Bombay, the system soon degenerated
into one of forced cultivation, and the land lost all its value.
“The land,” says Mr. Campbell, “would be sold for balances by
the Collector, as in Bengal, but generally is not, for a very
good reason, viz.: that nobody will buy it.”
Thus, in Bengal, we have a combination of English landlordism,
of the Irish middlemen system, of the Austrian system,
transforming the landlord into the tax-gatherer, and of the
Asiatic system making the State the real landlord. In Madras and
Bombay we have a French peasant proprietor who is at the same
time a serf, and a métayer of the State. The drawbacks of all
these various systems accumulate upon him without his enjoying
any of their redeeming features. The Ryot is subject, like the
French peasant, to the extortion of the private usurer; but he
has no hereditary, no permanent title in his land, like the
French peasant. Like the serf he is forced to cultivation, but
he is not secured against want like the serf. Like the métayer
he has to divide his produce with the State, but the State is
not obliged, with regard to him, to advance the funds and the
stock, as it is obliged to do with regard to the métayer. In
Bengal, as in Madras and Bombay, under the Zemindari as under
the Ryotwar, the Ryots-and they form 11-12ths of the whole
Indian population — have been wretchedly pauperized; and if they
are, morally speaking, not sunk as low as the Irish cottiers,
they owe it to their climate, the men of the South being
possessed of less wants, and of more imagination than the men
of the North.
Conjointly with the land-tax we have to consider the salt-tax.
Notoriously the Company retain the monopoly of that article
which they sell at three times its mercantile value — and this
in a country where it is furnished by the sea, by the lakes, by
the mountains and the earth itself. The practical working of
this monopoly was described by the Earl of Albemarle in the
following words:
“A great proportion of the salt for inland consumption
throughout the country is purchased from the Company by
large wholesale merchants at less than 4 rupees per
maund; these mix a fixed proportion of sand, chiefly got
a few miles to the south-east of Dacca, and send the
mixture to a second, or, counting the Government as the
first, to a third monopolist at about 5 or 6 rupees.
This dealer adds more earth or ashes, and thus passing
through more bands, from the large towns to villages,
the price is still raised from 8 to 10 rupees and the
proportion of adulteration from 25 to 40 per cent. [...]
It appears then that the people [...] pay from £21, 17s.
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2d. to £27, 6s. 2d. for their salt, or in other words,
from 30 to 36 times as much as the wealthy people of
Great Britain.”
As an instance of English bourgeois morals, I may allege, that
Mr. Campbell defends the Opium monopoly because it prevents the
Chinese from consuming too much of the drug, and that he defends
the Brandy monopoly (licenses for spirit-selling in India)
because it has wonderfully increased the consumption of Brandy
in India.
The Zemindar tenure, the Ryotwar, and the salt tax, combined
with the Indian climate, were the hotbeds of the cholera —
India’s ravages upon the Western World — a striking and severe
example of the solidarity of human woes and wrongs.
Karl Marx
August 5: Perfect dog-days. To-day is sultry, i.e. hot and cloudy, the air full of mist and here
and there misty clouds; and you find yourself perspiring much before you are aware of it. Farmers
complain that they cannot make hay this weather. I cannot dry my red huckleberries. The sun does
not shine unobstructedly.
A man mowing in the Great Meadows killed a great water adder (?) the other day, said to be four
feet long and as big as a man's wrist. It ran at him. They find them sometimes when they go to open
their hay. I tried to see it this morning, but some boys had chopped it up and buried it. They said that
they found a great many young ones in it. That probably accounts for its being so large round. The
clintonia berries keep a long tune without wrinkling in a tumbler of water. The mower on the river
meadows, when [he] comes to open his hay these days, encounters some overgrown water adder full
of young (?) and bold in defense of its progeny, and tells a talc when he comes home at night which
causes a shudder to run through the village, — how it came at him, and he ran, and it pursued and
overtook him, and he transfixed it with a pitchfork and laid it on a cock of hay, but it revived and
came at him again. This is the story he tells in the shops at evening. The big snake is a sort of fabulous
animal. It is always as big as a man’s arm and of indefinite length Nobody knows exactly how deadly
its bite, but nobody is known to have been bitten and recovered. Irishmen introduced into these
meadows for the first time, on seeing a snake, a creature which they have seen only in pictures
before, lay down their scythes and run as if it were the evil one himself, and cannot be induced to
return to their work. They sigh for Ireland, where they say there is no venomous thing that can hurt
you.
Inula out (how long?), roadside just beyond Garfield’s. Spikenard berries near Corner Spring just
begin to turn. Collinsonia, not yet. Cohush berries not quite ripe. Pennyroyal in prime on Conantum.
Aster corymbosus pretty plainly (a day or two) in the Miles Swamp or arboretum, — Aster dumosus,
as I have called it also elsewhere.
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August 10, Wednesday, 1853: The American far-eastern fleet was wintering ignominiously at anchor in
Blenheim Reach, near Canton. Nothing much was going on. A whole lot of waiting, a whole lot.
Preparations of the Madagascar to sail from the harbor of Melbourne, Australia in the direction of London
were dramatically interrupted when police arrived to search the frigate and Captain Fortescue William Harris
was ordered to delay its departure. The police arrested John Francis, a bushranger, on an accusation of robbery.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
A few Indians about our camp this morning trading moccasins etc.
for shirts, powder and balls. Drove 13 miles without water, came
to another creek, where we camped again. Oh! we are getting so
tired of this business. Found very good grass. The Indians are
very hostile in this vicinity. Emigrants should be always on
their guard, a man was killed here a few days ago in the act of
drinking out of the branch when an Indian shot an arrow through
his heart. He left a wife and two little children to mourn his
loss here on the dreary plains. It is not safe for any person
to leave camp alone for they lay in ambush and watch their
opportunity, and as their weapons make no report they only wait
for one to get out of sight of camp and they are sure of him for
they seldom miss their mark.
Henry Thoreau made a notation about a visit from Bronson Alcott on this day, a notation that tells us so very
much about what actually was going down in the abolition movement back then, so very much, that we now
tend determinedly to ignore this telltale passage in its entirety. It is as if he had written this day’s entry with a
dry quill! Today’s Thoreau scholars are determinedly PC about that era’s abolitionists because they were
antislavery — and antislavery has by now come to constitute total righteousness. Today’s Thoreau scholars are
determinedly PC about Unitarianism, for analogous reasons, and about Harvard University, for analogous
reasons. However, this day’s journal entry by Thoreau in evaluation of the situation as he was experiencing it
in regard to the actual abolitionists he was actually encountering, warts and all, and the actual Unitarians he
was actually encountering, warts and all, and the actual Harvard people he was actually dealing with, warts
and all, definitively warns us most precisely that we cannot afford to be so worshipful. They were the sort
of small men who could raise up only small men, they were the sort of trainers who could raise up only trainers.
–But today’s Thoreau scholars must lower Thoreau by a head so that he cannot so tower above them:
Alcott spent the day with me yesterday. He spent the day before
with Emerson. He observed that he had got his wine and now he
had come after his venison. Such was the compliment he paid me.
The question of livelihood was troubling him. He knew of nothing
which he could do for which men would pay him. He could not
compete with the Irish in cradling grain. His early education
had not fitted him for a clerkship. He had offered his services
to the Abolition Society, to go about the country and speak for
freedom as their agent, but they declined him. This is very much
to their discredit; they should have been forward to secure him.
Such a connection with him would confer unexpected dignity on
their enterprise. But they cannot tolerate a man who stands by
a head above them. They are as bad –Garrison and Phillips, etc–
as the overseers and faculty of Harvard College. They require a
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man who will train well under them. Consequently they have not
in their employ any but small men, — trainers.
Aug. 10. 5 A.M. —I hear a warbling vireo [Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus], golden robin
[Northern Oriole Icterus galbula (Fiery Hangbird or Hangbird or Gold Robin or Golden
Robin)], red-eye [Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus (red-eye)], and peawais [Wood-Pewee,
Eastern Contopus virens (Wood-Pewee or Peawai)].
August, royal and rich. Green corn now. and melons have begun. That month, surely, is distinguished
when melons ripen. July could not do it. What a moist, fertile heat now! I see naked viburnum berries
beginning to turn. Their whiteness faintly blushing.
Alcott spent the day with me yesterday. He spent the day before with Emerson. He observed that he
had got his wine and now he had come after his venison. Such was the compliment he paid me. The
question of livelihood was troubling him. He knew of nothing which he could do for which men
would pay him. He could not compete with the Irish in cradling grain. His early education had not
fitted him for a clerkship. He had offered his services to the Abolition Society, to go about the
country and speak for freedom as their agent, but they declined him. This is very much to their
discredit; they should have been forward to secure him. Such a connection with him would confer
unexpected dignity on their enterprise. But they cannot tolerate a man who stands by a head above
them. They are as bad –Garrison and Phillips, etc– as the overseers and faculty of Harvard College.
They require a man who will train well under them. Consequently they have not in their employ any
but small men, — trainers.
P.M. —To Walden and Saw Mill Brook.
These days are very warm, though not so warm as it was in June. The heat is furnace-like while I am
climbing the steep bills covered with shrubs on the north of Walden, through sweet-fern as high as
one’s head. The goldfinch [American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis] sings er, twe, twotter twotter.
I see again the Aster patens (amplexicaulis of Bigelow), though this has no branches nor minute
leaves atop. Yet it differs from the A. undulatus, not yet out plainly, in that the latter’s lower leaves
sire petioled and hearted, with petioles winged at base. Find the Arabis Canadensis, or sickle-pod,
on Heywood Peak, nearly out of bloom. Never saw it before. New plants spring up where old woods
are cut off, having formerly grown here, perchance. Many such rarer plants flourish for a few years
in such places before they are smothered. I have also found here, for example, round-]caved and
naked-flowered desmodium and Desmodium lævigatum [smooth ticktrefoil]. (??) and Guaphalium
decurrens [cudweed, of the sunflower family] and queria [a genus of 6 flowering plants]. Toadstools,
which are now very abundant in the woods since the rain, are of various colors, — some red and
shining, some polished white, some regularly brown-spotted, some pink, some light-blue, —
buttons. The Ranunculus Repens numerously out about Briton's Spring. A small red maple there,
seven or eight feet high, all turned scarlet. It is glorious to see those great shining high blackberries,
now partly ripe there, bending the bushes in moist, rocky sprout-lands, down amid the strong,
bracing scented, tender ferns, which you crush with your feet. The whorled polygala in the Saw Mill
Brook Path, beyond the Desmodium Paniculatum, may have been out as long as the caducous. Is not
that small narrow fern I find on Conantum about rocks cherry spleenwort? Now in fruit. The trillium
fruit (varnished and stained cherry wood) now ripe. Bochmeria in prime, for long time. Cohush
berries ripe. By Everett’s wall beyond Cheney’s, small rough sunflowers, six feet high, with many
branches and flowers. Saw an alder locust this morning. Hear a quail [Northern
Bobwhite Colinus virginianus] now. Of late, and for long time, only the link, link of bobolink
[Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Rice-bird].
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August 24, Wednesday, 1853: Chef George Crum invented the potato chip at Moon’s Lake House near
Saratoga Springs, New York (according to popular legend: there are, however, still in existence, earlier recipes
for some such item).
There was no potato-chip solace for young William Speiden, Jr. He left ship in a fast boat heading for Canton
and stopped on board the American clipper Star of the Union to witness a trial of members of its crew on a
charge of mutiny. –Maybe that will be amusing. –Maybe they’ll get flogged and sentenced to life
imprisonment on bread and water. There’s such a huge amount of nothing going down here.
The Reverend Theodore Parker wrote to Professor Pierre Jean Édouard Desor, mentioning how tolerant he was
of Spiritualism and Swedenborgianism.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
This morning bright and early we commenced ferrying ourselves
across and by sunset had everything across without an accident.
Gave a man six dollars to drive our stock across.
In Henry Thoreau’s journal entry below, what might “R.W.E.’s heater piece” have amounted to? The answer
is to be found in an entry Thoreau would make on June 20th, 1855 in which he would refer to “a catbird’s nest
eight feet high on a pitch pine in Emerson’s heater piece, partly of paper” — clearly, when Thoreau referred
to Emerson’s “heater piece,” the reference must have been to a woodlot that supplied the Emerson family
home’s winter fuel.

Aug. 24. Another cool, autumn-like morning, also quite foggy. Rains a little in the forenoon
and cloudy the rest of the day.
P.M. — To Saw Mill Brook via Trillium Woods.
A cool breeze blows this cloudy afternoon, and I wear a thicker coat.
The mulgedium by railroad is seven feet high, with great panicles of a regular, somewhat ellipticlanceolate (?) form, two and a half feet long by ten inches. The Prinos lavigatus berries begin to
redden. The farmers are beginning to clear out their ditches now.
Blue-stemmed goldenrod, apparently a few days in some places. The goldenrod which I have
observed in bloom this year are (I do not remember the order exactly) (1) stricta, (2) lanceolata, (3)
arguta (?), (4) nemoralis, (5) bicolor, (6) odora, (7) altiasima, (8) ulmifolia (?), (9) casia. The 4th is
the prevailing one and much the most abundant now. The 1st perhaps next, though it may be getting
old. The altissima (7th) certainly next. It is just beginning to he abundant. Its tops a foot or more
broad, with numerous recurved racemes on every side, with yellow and yellowing triangular points.
It is the most conspicuous of all. The bicolor (5th) next, though not conspicuous. The 3d, 8th, 2d,
and 6th perhaps never abundant. The caesia (9th) just begun.
The asters and diplopappi are about in this order: (1) Radula, (2) D. cornifolius (?), (3) A.
corymbosus,55 (4) patens, (5) lævis, (6) dumosus (?), (7) miser, (8) macrophyllus, (9) D. umbellatus,
(10) A. acuminatus, (11) puniceus. The patens (4), of various forms, some lilac, is the prevailing blue
or bluish one now, middle-sized and very abundant on dry hillsides and by woodpaths; the laevis
next. The 1st, or Radula, is not abundant. (These three are all the distinctly blue ones yet.) The
dumosus is the prevailing white one, very abundant; miser mixed with it. D. umbellatus is
conspicuous enough in some places (low grounds), and A. puniceus beginning to be so. But D.
55. Or cordilolius.
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cornifolius, A. corymbosus, macrophyllus, and acuminatus are confined to particular localities.
Dumosus and patens (and perhaps lævis, not common enough) are the prevailing asters now.
The common large osmunda (?) is already considerably imbrowned, but the odorous dicksonia (?),
which, like most ferns, blossoms later, is quite fresh. This thin, flat, beautiful fern it is which I see
green under the snow.56 I am inclined to call it the lace fern. (Peaches fairly begun.) It is a triangular
web of fine lace-work surpassing all the works of art.
Solidago latifolia not yet. I see roundish silvery slate-colored spots, surrounded by a light ring, near
the base of the leaves of an aster (miser?), one beneath another like the dropping of a bird, or as if
some tincture had fallen from above. Some of the leaves of the A. patens are red. The alternate cornel
berries, which are particularly apt to drop off early, are a dark, dull blue, not china-like. I see those
of maple-leaned viburnum merely yellowish now. There grows by Saw Mill Brook a long, firmer,
thimble-shaped high blackberry with small grains, with more green ones still on it, which I think like
the New Hampshire kind. I see some black and some greenish light slate-colored fungi. This
certainly is the season for fungi. I see on the shrub oaks now caterpillars an inch and a half or more
long, black with yellowish stripes, lying along the petioles, — thick living petioles. They have
stripped off the leaves, leaving the acorns bare. The Ambrina (Chenopodium, Bigelow) Botrys,
Jerusalem-oak, a worm-seed, by R.W.E.’s heater piece. The whole plant is densely branched —
branches, spike-like-and appears full of seed. Has a pleasant, more distinct wormwood-like odor. In
a dry sprout-land (Ministerial Lot), what I will call Solidago puberula57 will open in a day or two,
— upright and similar to stricta in leaves, with a purple stem and smooth leaves, entire above, and
a regular oblong appresscd panicle. Bidens chrysanthemoides, of a small size and earlier, by
Turnpike, now in prime there. I sec cattle coming down from up-country. Why? Yellow Bethlehemstar still. A. miser (?) disk and elliptic-lanceolate leaves serrate in middle, may be as early as
dumosus.

September 11, Sunday, 1853: A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra,
her husband Nelson Goltra, and their 1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the
United States of America:
Got a late start this morning on account of one of our cattle
straying off. Followed the river for six miles then crossed.
Here we found the Indian Agency, the first frame house we have
seen since we left the States. Here also we left the Umatilla
and struck across to Butter Creek 10 miles which we made by
sundown and found good grass and water. Drove 16 miles.
In California, the 1st electric telegraph came into use, between Merchant’s Exchange and Point Lobos.
An earthquake was experienced at Biloxi and several other vacation spots on the Gulf coast.
The captain of a Siamese man-of-war came aboard an American vessel anchored near Canton “complaining
of his men being in state of mutiny & that his life was in danger and asked for assistance.” Despite the obvious
fact that this really wasn’t any of our business, things had gotten so boring that the American vessel dispatched
10 of its US Marines to inspect this crew. –Maybe this would grant them an opportunity to relieve their
boredom by that Heaven-sent opportunity, of killing somebody they didn’t know.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
56. [A mistake. See postea.]
57. Vide Sept. 1st.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
Sept. 11. Sunday. Cool weather. Sit with windows shut, and many by fires. A great change
since the 6th, when the heat was so oppressive. The air has got an autumnal coolness which it will
not get rid of again.
P.M. — To Dugan’s.
I think I can correct somewhat my account of the goldenrods of September 4th, [two] pages back.
No. 2 may be S. stricta, after all. (Vide the one at Hosmer’s ditch.) Is not the puberula of September
4th same with No. 2? Is not No. 3 one form of S. altissima? Doubt if I have seen S. ulmifolia. Is not
No. 4 the true S. puberula? It is the same with that by Marlborough road, September 1st. The
speciosa may not open for a week yet.
The present appearance of the solidago in Hosmer’s ditch which may be S. stricta [Vide November
3d and 4th.] is a stout erect red stern with entire, lanceolate, thick, fleshy, smooth sessile leaves
above, gradually increasing in length downward till ten inches long and becoming toothed. [Not
sharply.] All parts very smooth. Not yet out. This apparently same with No. 2.
The S. nemorolis is not as fresh as a week ago. Perhaps that was the date for the goldenrods generally.
Perhaps this is the time for asters. The conspicuous and handsome bluish masses of A. puniceus,
erect or fallen, stretch in endless rows along the brook, often as high as your head; sometimes make
islands in the meadow. Polygonum articulatum out, many of them, at the Desert. None out
September 1st. Say, then, September 5th. A. undulatus is now in prime, very abundant along pathsides. The branches of its panicle are commonly of about equal length on different sides the stem,
and as the flowers are crowded and stand vertically on the sides as well as horizontally above, they
form one (or sometimes more) conical or pyramidal or cylindrical hollow panicles of middle-sized
purplish flowers, roundly bunched.
Signs of frost last night in M. Miles’s cleared swamp. Potato vines black. How much farther it is back
to frost from the greatest heat of summer, i.e. from the 6th [of this month] back to the 1st of June,
three months, than forward to it, four days!
Checkerberries are full-grown, but green. They must have been new mitchella berries, then, that I
saw some time ago. River cornel berries have begun to disappear. In a stubble-field, I go through a
very fine, diffusely branching grass now going to seed, which is like a reddish mist to my eyes, two
feet deep, and trembling around me.
There is an aster in Hosmer’s ditch, like longifolius, with linear leaves remotely toothed, red stem,
smooth, three or four feet high, but scales not recurved and flowers much smaller, with many
purplish disks.

September 25, Sunday, 1853: The Divan unanimously decided that the Porte could not accept the Vienna note
and agreed that a Grand Council needed to be convoked (on the following day this Grand Council, composed
of 140 persons, assembled and came to the decision that the system of negotiations having been exhausted,
it had come to be appropriate for the Sultan to issue a declaration of war).
The USS Susquehanna came to anchor in Whampoa Reach, near Canton.
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Started out this morning after cutting some browse for our
stock, drove 12 miles to a trading-post, where we found some
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feed of a coarse quality.
On a Sunday toward the end of September, which may have been this day or may have been the 18th, Mr.
McDonald having been summoned to a church meeting in regard to another slaveowning member of the
congregation (someone who allegedly was in need of extra spiritual guidance because allegedly he had just
whipped one of his slaves to death), Jack Burton seized the opportunity and one of his master’s mules and some
rope, and well before dawn made his way toward the Missouri River. After several days of hiding and traveling
he managed to reach Fayette and the home of his father-in-law, the free barber Lewis Tomlin. After one last
visit to his wife and child, he would arm himself with a dirk, a couple of shirts, and about a dollar and a half
— and make his dash toward Canada and life as a free man.
JOHN ANDERSON

Sept. 25. Sunday. Dined with Lowell. Said the largest pine Goddard’s men cut last winter
scaled in the woods forty-five hundred feet board measure, and was worth ninety dollars at the
Bangor boom, Oldtown. They cut a road three miles and a half for this alone. They do not make
much of a path, however. From L. I learned that the untouched white pine timber which comes down
the Penobscot waters is to be found at the head of the East Branch and the head waters of the
Allegash, about Eagle Lake and Chamberlain, etc., and Webster Stream. But Goddard had bought
the stumpage in eight townships in New Brunswick. They are also buying up townships across the
Canada line.
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September 26, Monday, 1853: The Turkish Divan having unanimously decided that the Porte could not accept
the Vienna note and a Grand Council composed of 140 persons having assembled and come to the decision
that the system of negotiations having been exhausted, it had come to be appropriate for the Sultan to issue a
declaration of war, the Tsar and the Austrian Emperor met in Olmütz (Olomouc) to attempt to diffuse this
crisis.
Anchored for the winter on the far-away reaches of the far-eastern river, William Speiden, Jr. celebrated his
18th birthday. Finally he was old enough to drink! The officers gathered in the mess to toast this youngster’s
health with a glass or two of wine. He and his father thought of his younger brother Theodore Speiden (18451878), who back at home in Washington DC would be celebrating his 8th birthday on roughly this same day
(give or take, of course, an international trans-Pacific dateline).
A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their
1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the United States of America:
Started quite early this morning, drove until 4 o’clock and
camped on Hog Back after doubling our way on very steep hills.
Found some brush for our stock.
The Marysville, California Herald reported an allegation made that a party of 4 miners in the vicinity of
Camptonville took out 400 ounces of coarse gold in a single week. The gold was reported to range from pieces
worth $2½ to nuggets weighing 5½ ounces. The reporter considered this claim to be dubious because gold was
being gathered from “hill diggings” varying from about 20 to 75 feet deep in that region and was collected by
quicksilver in sluices, and thus did not amount to “nuggets.”

Sept. 26 and 27. Monday and Tuesday I was coming to Boston and Concord. Aboard the
steamer Boston were several droves of sheep and oxen and a great crowd of passengers.

September 29, Thursday, 1853: A wagon train was bringing 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison Goltra,
her husband Nelson Goltra, and their 1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains of the
United States of America:
Drove out this morning quite early, this is a happy day to us.
This day lands us where we can see once more a civilized
community and once more enjoy the preached gospel and the
society of Christians. Thanks be to the All Seeing Eye who has
watched over us across the dreary plains and still more dreary
mountains. Reached Oregon City about 3 o’clock. This the end of
our journey of toil. We are landed safe in the “Willamette”
Valley a point of great interest to all weary emigrants.
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Queen Victoria assisted at Balmoral in the laying of the cornerstone of the great tower of a new royal palace.
When the vessel Annie Jane, out of Liverpool, was driven onto Barra Island in the Hebrides with 450 Irish
emigrant passengers, 348 perished.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

LOST AT SEA

Underway from Whampoa, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi hoisted the Broad Pennant of
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, and stood down the Canton River. They anchored at Cum Sing Moon
(Chin-hsing-Men), north of Macao.

Sept. 29. Thursday. Cool and windy. Wind roars in the trees. Viola cucullata, Aster puniceus
and longifolius still. Solidago speciosa out in Hubbard’s Swamp since I went away, — say ten days
ago. This must be a late one, then. Diplopappus linariifolius, Aster undulatus, and a few small ones.
Red oak acorns fall. The witch-hazel at Lee’s Cliff, in a fair situation, has but begun to blossom; has
not been long out, so that I think it must be later than the gentian. Its leaves are yellowed. Barberry
ripe. Sumachs and maples changed, but not trees generally. Bluets still. Viburnum Lentago berries
yet. Lambkill blossoms again.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
September 30, Friday, 1853: A wagon train, and true grit, had brought 19-year-old Elizabeth Julia Ellison
Goltra, her husband Nelson Goltra, and their 1-year-old Emily Marie Goltra (Wilkins) across the Great Plains
of the United States of America, safely to the Williamette Valley of Oregon.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry temporarily transfered his command to the side-wheel steam frigate
USS Mississippi (through December 19th).
Johannes Brahms arrived at the door of Robert Schumann in Düsseldorf, but was informed by a young
Schumann that her parents were not at home. She suggested that he return on the following day.
The following appeared in Frederick Douglass’ Paper:

Musical Notices
LITTLE TOPSEY’S SONG. Words by Miss Eliza Cook. Composed and
affectionately dedicated to his Mother, by Asa B. Hutchinson,
as sung at the concerts of the Hutchinson Family. Boston: Oliver
Pitman.
We have just been favored with a copy of this song. The lines,
by Miss E. Cook, have been copied into our paper more than once;
and we have seen them in many other journals. They are peculiarly
touching, and characteristic of poor Topsey; and give a
portraiture of the misery, darkness and degradation of the poor
negro-slave child, that cannot be contemplated, by the true
Christian philanthropist, without deep emotion. The music is
very appropriate; the harmony of the three voices in the chorus
is fine; and we should greatly enjoy to hear the sweet voices
of the Hutchinsons singing.
“This is Topsey’s human song
Under love’s endeavor
Hurrah, then, for the white child’s work,
Humanity for ever!”

The song deserves a wide circulation: and it will have it.
BURLINGTON, Vt., 1853.
FREDERICK DOUGLASS, ESQ.: DEAR SIR:—I take the liberty of sending
you a few lines, and, though a stranger to you, I trust I am not
so to the noble cause you so faithfully and zealously advocate.
I am greatly interested in reading your valuable paper, which
comes to me as regularly as the week rolls by; and I am rejoiced
to see it so well filled with good news from all parts of the
country, in relation to the success and progress of the cause
of freedom. I wish to express to you my belief that the great
National Convention, held in August last, will accomplish more
good through its influence upon the minds of all classes of the
people, than anything else which has been done since the
organization of the Liberty Party; yet, perhaps some may think
I should make here two exceptions, one in favor of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, the other in favor of the Fugitive Slave Law—these have
done a mighty work towards liberating the oppressed from an
ignoble and almost helpless bondage. Our thanks and our
gratitude are due to Mrs. Stowe, for the great and good work,
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while the most commanding intellects of the age are merely
exerting their talents to amuse the people; her’s [sic] have
been exerted to instruct them in the path of duty—to enlighten
their moral reception—and to excite their sympathies in favor
of a helpless and oppressive people. Uncle Tom has paid a visit
to almost every family in the country; and his earnest and
tearful appeal to all of the best, and purest, and noblest
feelings of human nature will never be forgotten by those who
have given him a candid hearing. This leaven is silently, but
surely working its way to the hearts of the great mass of the
American people. The Fugitive Slave Law, intended, by its
framers, to operate in favor of slavery, is doing much for
universal liberty; it has lighted anew the torch of slavery
agitation; and the severity of its enactments, and their
execution, have raised up, in favor of the oppressed, a host of
friends who are willing to sacrifice their lives and their
fortunes to knock the fetters from their shackled limbs; it has
driven many a victim to the land of freedom, where, on British
soil, he enjoys the rights and immunities of a free-born
citizen, which he cannot find in this great republic—it may well
be considered a stepping-stone to liberty. In relation to the
Convention, I will add, it seems to have imparted new action,
and increased energy to the members of that body; and it is
greatly to be hoped that a spirit of harmony will prevail through
all the deliberations of the Council, and that they may be guided
in their motives by disinterested benevolence. Before us lies a
great and glorious work to be accomplished, and the time has
fully come when energetic action seems to be indispensable.
Resolutions are good, but right action is better. Let the spirit
of reform be carried into action, and the good work will roll
on to its consummation.—Friend J.W. Loguen has been recently
laboring in our State, and, I hope, with good success. I am glad
to find him a faithful and fearless champion of liberty. May the
good spirit who guides and protects the faithful servant bless
his labors. I hope to hear a good report of his doings in this
section of the country.
Yours for the oppressed,
JAMES L. TAYLOR.
Sept. 30. Friday. Saw a large flock of black ducks
harrow.

flying northwest in the form of a
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October 4, Tuesday, 1853: The Reverend John Lewis Russell got married with Hannah Buckminster Ripley.
The newlyweds would settle down in Salem, Massachusetts (he would continue to preach, but occasionally).
At Sumla, Ottoman commander Omer Pasha delivered an ultimatum to the Russian commander Prince
Gorchakov: On threat of war, Russia needed to evacuate the Danube Principalities.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi dropped her colors to half-mast to honor the death of Lieutenant
Joseph Harrod Adams (1817-1853) of the sidewheel steam frigate USS Powhatan. (Chief of Staff Henry Allen
Adams had the title “Captain of the Fleet.” This Lieutenant Adams, a grandson of President John Adams and
a nephew of President John Quincy Adams, by way of contrast, had entered the US Navy as a midshipman in
1831 and had been appointed as a naval lieutenant in 1843.)
In Rock Island, Jack Burton, who had never shaved anyone but himself, managed to persuade a barber to hire
him.

In this community, the fugitive slave would meet members of a society of abolitionists, who would pay his
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way to Chicago.
JOHN ANDERSON

Oct. 4. The maples are reddening, and birches yellowing. The mouse-ear in the shade in the
middle of the day, so hoary, looks as if the frost. still lay on it. Well it wears the frost. Bumblebees
are on the Aster undulatus, and gnats are dancing in the air.
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October 7, Friday, 1853: Philologist George Adler was conveyed to New York’s Bloomingdale Insane
Asylum.
Captain Inglefield of the Phoenix, arriving at the Admiralty from Arctic seas, brought the happy news that on
October 26th, 1850 Captain Robert McClure of the HMS Investigator had discovered — a Northwest Passage.
The funeral of Lieutenant Joseph Harrod Adams (1817-1853) at the American Burying Ground (the Old
Protestant Cemetery) on shore in Macao was attended by American, French, and Portuguese officers
(obviously, this would have included Chief of Staff Henry Allen Adams). William Speiden, Jr. made a record
that when they returned to their vessel at its moorings in the river, they discovered that its entire US Marine
guard was so drunk as to be out of commission.
Jack Burton started for Chicago, his fare paid by Rock Island abolitionists. He would reside for 3 weeks with
another barber of color there before heading on to Windsor in Upper Canada.
JOHN ANDERSON

Oct. 6 and 7. Windy. Elms bare.

October 22, Saturday, 1853: Naval forces of Great Britain and France entered the Dardanelles (Bosphorus).
The vessel of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s far-eastern fleet carrying William Speiden, Jr. traveled
from Macao to Cum Sing Moon, joining there the sidewheel steam frigate USS Powhatan.
On this night and on October 25th, Hector Berlioz conducted wildly successful performances before full
houses in Brunswick.
Waldo Emerson entered “Sanborn & friends” in his journal, indicating that the meeting that Franklin Benjamin
Sanborn had proposed by letter for September 10th had actually taken place in Concord on or about this date.
The St. Francis Hotel at Clay Street and Dupont Street in San Francisco was destroyed by fire. James Coleman,
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foreman of the Herald, was killed and several firemen were injured.
In Kent, England, 30 hop pickers, many of them Gypsies, were killed when their wagon had fallen from a
rotting bridge into the River Medway swollen by rains, near Hadlow. The tragedy, in which 16 members of a
single Roma family died, would become known as the Hartlake Disaster. It was on this day that the inquest
into that accident was held.
Henry Thoreau made an entry in his journal about how “One-eyed John Goodwin, the fisherman, was loading
into a hand-cart and conveying home the piles of driftwood which of late he had collected with his boat,”
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that he was later to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” as:
[Paragraph 85] One afternoon late last fall I took my boat and dropt down
the Concord River. One of my neighbors, a jolly fisherman,1 was loading
into a handcart and conveying home the piles of drift wood which he had
collected with his skiff during the previous month. It was a beautiful
evening, and a clear amber sunset lit up all the eastern shore, and that man’s
employment, though he is regarded by most as a vicious character—so
simple and direct—whose whole motive was so easy to fathom—thus to
obtain his winter’s wood—charmed me unspeakably. So much do we love
actions that are simple. They are all poetic.
[Paragraph 86] Consider how the broker collects his winter’s wood—what
sport he makes of it—what are his boat and hand-cart! Postponing instant
life, he makes haste to Boston in the cars, and there deals in stocks, not
quite relishing his employment, and so earns the money with which he buys
his fuel; and when perchance I meet him about this indirect and
complicated business, I am not struck with the beauty of his employment.
It does not harmonize with the sunset.
[Paragraph 87] How much more the former consults his genius, or some
genius! I should be glad to get my fuel so—indeed, have got some of it so.
I know very well that if I buy one necessary of life, I cheat myself to some
extent. I deprive myself of the inexpressible pleasure which is the unfailing
reward of satisfying any want of our nature simply and truly. Consider how
far this division of labor is a division of life,—so that you get only a fraction
for your share!
[Paragraph 88] All trade goes fatally against the grain. It postpones life and
substitutes death. If the first generation does not die of it, the third or fourth
does. In face of all statistics, I will never believe that it is the descendants
of tradesmen who keep the state alive, but of simple yeomen and laborers.
Indeed statistics tell us that the city is continually reinforced by the country.
The oldest and wisest trader or politician grows not more human so. He
makes a habit of disregarding the moral right—the rights of his own
nature—sacrificing them to the conventional or legal—commits a slow
suicide, in short, and thinks to recover by retiring on to a farm one day—
but he becomes merely a gray wharf-rat at last, and if he does go into the
country—I put it to him—if it is not with the habits and aims of such
vermin?
[Paragraph 89] It is the simple life of the other and the vigor it imparts—
that enable him, vagabond as he is, though he does get drunk and is sent to
the house of correction so often, to hold up his head still among men.
[Paragraph 90] The merchant says to himself—”If I go to Boston every day
and sell tape from morning till night—which I will admit is not a beautiful
action—I shall be able to buy the best of fuel without stint.” Yes, but not
the pleasure of picking it up by the river side which I may say is of more
value than the warmth it yields—for when on the fire it keeps the vital heat
in us only that we may repeat such pleasing exercises. It warms us twice
and the first warmth is the most wholesome2 and memorable, compared
with which the other is mere coke.
[Paragraph 91] That fisherman stood on the solid earth—it looked solider
under him. For such as he, no political economies with their profit and loss,

1.The fisherman is identified in the journal source of this passage as “One-eyed John Goodwin.”
2.The manuscript copy-text reads ‘wholsome’.

Brad Dean’s
Commentary
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Oct. 22. A week or more of fairest Indian summer ended last night, for to-day it rains. It was
so warm day before yesterday, I worked in my shirt-sleeves in the woods.
I cannot easily dismiss the subject of the fallen leaves. How densely they cover and conceal the water
for several feet in width, under and amid the alders and button-bushes and maples along the shore of
the river, — still light, tight, and dry boats, dense cities of boats, their fibres not relaxed by the
waters, undulating and rustling with every wave, of such various pure and delicate, though fading,
tints, — of hues that might make the fame of teas, — dried on great Nature’s coppers. And then see
this great fleet of scattered leaf boats, still tight and dry, each one curled up on every side lay the
sun’s skill, like boats of hide, scarcely moving in the sluggish current, — like the great fleets with
which You mingle on entering some great. mart, some New York which we are all approaching
together. Or else they are slowly moving round in some great eddy which the river makes, where the
water is deep and the current is wearing into the bank. How gently each has been deposited on the
water! No violence has been used toward them yet. But next the shore, as thick as foam they float,
and when you turn your prow that way, list! what a rustling of the crisped waves! Wet grounds about
the edges of swamps look dry with them, and many a wet foot you get in consequence.
Consider what a vast crop is thus annually shed upon the earth. This, more than any mere grain or
seed, is the great harvest of the year. This annual decay and death, this dying by inches, before the
whole tree at last lies down and turns to soil. As trees shed their leaves, so deer their horns, and men
their hair or nails. The year’s great crop. I am more interested in it than in the English grass alone or
in the corn. It prepares the virgin mould for future cornfields on which the earth fattens. They teach
us how to die. How many flutterings before they rest quietly in their graves! A myriad wrappers for
germinating seeds. By what subtle chemistry they will mount up again, climbing by the sap in the
trees. The ground is all parti-colored with them.
For beautiful variety can any crop be compared with them? The dogwood (poison sumach) blazing
its sins as scarlet, the early-blushing maple, the rich chrome (?) yellow of the poplar, the mulberry
ash, the brilliant red huckleberry with which the hills’ backs are painted like sheep’s, — not merely
the plain flavidness of corn, but all the colors of the rainbow. The salmon-colored oaks, etc., etc. The
frost touches them, and, with the slightest breath of day or jarring of earth’s axle, see in what showers
they come floating down, at the first earnest touch of autumn’s wand. They stoop to rise, to mount
higher in coming years by subtiler chemistry, and the sapling’s first fruits, thus shed, transmuted at
last, may adorn its crown, when, in after years, it has become the monarch of the forest.
Yesterday, toward night, gave Sophia and mother a sail as far as the Battle-Ground. One-eyed John
Goodwin, the fisherman, was loading into a hand-cart and conveying home the piles of driftwood
which of late he had collected with his boat. It was a beautiful evening, and a clear amber sunset lit
up all the eastern shores; and that man’s employment, so simple and direct, — though he is regarded
by most as a vicious character, — whose whole motive was so easy to fathom, — thus to obtain his
winter’s wood, — charmed me unspeakably. So much do we love actions that are simple. They are
all poetic. We, too, would fain be so employed. So unlike the pursuits of most men, so artificial or
complicated. Consider how the broker collects his winter’s wood, what sport he makes of it, what is
his boat and hand-cart! Postponing instant life, he makes haste to Boston in the cars, and there deals
in stocks, not quite relishing his employment, — and so earns the money with which he buys his fuel.
And when, by chance, I meet him about this indirect and complicated business, I am not struck with
the beauty of his employment. It does not harmonize with the sunset. How much more the former
consults his genius, some genius at any rate! Now I should love to get my fuel so, — I have got some
so, — but though I may be glad to have it, I do not love to get it in any other way less simple and
direct. For if I buy one necessary of life, I cheat myself to some extent, I deprive myself of the
pleasure, the inexpressible joy, which is the unfailing reward of satisfying any want of our nature
simply and truly.
No trade is simple, but artificial and complex. It postpones life and substitutes death. It goes against
the grain. If the first generation does not die of it, the third or fourth does. In face of all statistics, I
will never believe that it is the descendants of tradesmen who keep the state alive, but of simple
yeomen or laborers. This, indeed, statistics say of the city reinforced by the country. The oldest,
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wisest politician grows not more human so, but is merely a gray wharf rat at last. He makes a habit
of disregarding the moral right and wrong for the legal or political, commits a slow suicide, and
thinks to recover by retiring on to a farm at last. This simplicity it is, and the vigor it imparts, that
enables the simple vagabond, though he does get drunk and is sent to the house of correction so
often, to hold up his head among men.
“If I go to Boston every day and sell tape from morning till night,” says the merchant (which we will
admit is not a beautiful action), “some time or other I shall be able to buy the best of fuel without
stint.” Yes, but not the pleasure of picking it up by the riverside, which, I may say, is of more value
than the warmth it yields, for it but keeps the vital heat in us that we may repeat such pleasing
exercises. It warms us twice, axed the first warmth is the most wholesome and memorable, compared
with which the other is mere coke. It is to give no account of my employment to say that I cut wood
to keep me from freezing, or cultivate beans to keep me from starving. Oh, no, the greatest value of
these labors is received before the wood is teamed home, or the beans are harvested (or winnowed
from it). Goodwin stands on the solid earth. The earth looks solider under him, and for such as he no
political economies, with their profit and loss, supply and demand, need ever be written, for they
will need to use no policy. As for the complex ways of living, I love them not, however much I
practice them. In as many places as possible, I will get my feet down to the earth. There is no secret
in his trade, more than in the sun’s. It is no mystery how he gets his living; no, not even when he
steals it. But there is less double-dealing in his living than in your trade. Goodwin is a most constant
fisherman. He must well know the taste of pickerel by this time. He will fish, I would not venture to
say how many days in succession. When I can remember to have seen him fishing almost daily for
some time, if it rains, I am surprised on looking out to see him slowly wending his way to the river
in his oilcloth coat, with his basket and pole. I saw him the other day fishing in the middle of the
stream, the day after I had seen him fishing on the shore, while by a kind of magic I sailed by him;
and he said he was catching minnow for bait in the winter. When 1 was twenty rods off, lie held up
a pickerel that weighed two and a half pounds, which he had forgot to show me before, and the next
morning, as he afterward told me, he caught one that weighed three pounds. If it is ever necessary to
appoint a committee on fish-ponds and pickerel, let him be one of them. Surely he is tenacious of
life, hard to scale.

November 8, Tuesday, 1853: When a fireman was arrested, members of Crescent Engine Co. No. 10 of San
Francisco fought the police.
When Bronson Alcott arrived in Cincinnati, Ohio by train on his 1st lecture tour in the great West, he found
that everything about his visit had been prearranged by Waldo Emerson’s friend Ainsworth Rand Spofford,
a bookseller. Tickets admitting “a gentleman and a lady” had been retailed for $2.50 each and the Apollo
Rooms at the corner of 5th Street and Walnut Street had been leased. The initial conversation was to be on
“Chaos” and was to take place on November 11th (general admission was being advertised at 50¢).
William Speiden, Jr. visited friends at Macao Roads.

Nov. 8. Mayweed and shepherd’s-purse.
10 A.M. — Our first snow, the wind southerly, the air chilly and moist; a very fine snow, looking
like a mist toward the woods or horizon, which at 2 o’clock has not whitened the ground. The
children greet it with a shout when they come out at recess.
P. M. To riverside as far down as near Peter’s, to look at the water-line before the snow covers it. By
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Merrick’s pasture it is mainly a fine, still more or less green, thread-like weed or grass of the river
bottom (?), sedges, utricularias (that coarse one especially, whose name I am not sure of, with tassels
(?)),(Utricularia vulgaris?) yellow water ranunculus, potamogeton’s translucent leaves, a few flags
and pontederia stems. By Peter’s there was much of that coarse triangular cellular stem mentioned
yesterday as sparganium (?). I would not have thought it so common. There is not so much meadow
grass or hay as I expected, for that has been raked and carried off. The pads, too, have wasted away
and the pontederias’ leaves, and the stems of the last for the most part still adhere to the bottom.
Three larks [Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna] rise from the sere grass on Minott’s Hill
before me, the white of their outer tail-feathers very conspicuous, reminding me of arctic snowbirds
by their size and form also. The snow begins to whiten the plowed ground now, but it has not
overcome the russet of the grass ground. Birds generally wear the russet dress of nature at this
season. They have their fall no less than the plants; the bright tints depart from their foliage or
feathers, and they flit past like withered leaves in rustling flocks. The sparrow is a withered leaf.
The Stellaria media still blooms in Cheney’s garden, and the shepherd’s[-purse] looks even fresher.
This must be near the end of the flower season. Perchance I heard the last cricket of the season
yesterday. They chirp here and there at longer and longer intervals, till the snow quenches their song.
And the last striped squirrel, too, perchance, yesterday. They, then, do not go into winter quarters till
the ground is covered with snow.
The partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] go off with a whir, and then sail a
long way level and low through the woods with that impetus they have got, displaying their neat
forms perfectly.
The yellow larch leaves still hold on, — later than those of any of our pines.
I noticed the other day a great tangled and netted mass of an old white pine root lying upon the
surface, nearly a rod across and two feet or more high, too large even to be turned up for a fence. It
suggested that the roots of trees would be an interesting study. There are the small thickly interwoven
roots of the swamp white oaks on the Assabet.
At evening the snow turned to rain, and the sugaring soon disappeared.

November 21, Monday, 1853: Jerome Van Crowninshield Smith wrote to the Citizen’s Union, accepting its
having nominated him to be Mayor of Boston.
Bronson Alcott offered his 4th “conversation” at the Apollo Rooms at the corner of 5th Street and Walnut
Street in Cincinnati, Ohio: “The Seminary” — the evening was in “every way delightful.”
San Francisco experienced yet another earthquake shock.
William Speiden, Jr. was suffering from a violent fever and would be bedridden on board his vessel in
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s far-eastern fleet until the 28th.
Cassius M. Clay wrote from Cincinnati, Ohio in response to an invitation from William Lloyd Garrison,
President of the American Anti-Slavery Society, and from Wendell Phillips, Edmund Quincy, and Sydney
Howard Gay, Secretaries of the American Anti-Slavery Society, that he address their annual convention at
Boston:
Gentlemen:
Your kind letter of the 10th inst., inviting me to attend the
Twentieth Anniversary of the American Anti-Slavery Society,
is received. I should be proud to be with the pioneers of the
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cause of Liberty, on such a day, did time allow; but it does
not. There is something significant in your going South.
You have “conquered a peace” in Boston. When you were driven
from New York, a few years ago, you immediately came in close
sympathy with a large class of stern men and women, who before
stood aloof in their countenance of your movement. New York is
now won; and Philadelphia must now determine whether gracefully,
or no, she will submit to the unconquerable truth, and the
progress of the age! You are right when you class me with those
who contend for “the speedy and eternal overthrow of Slavery in
our land, by all rightful instrumentalities.” I value it above
all other questions. You fight outside of the Union; I within.
So long as we agree in purpose, we will agree to disagree in the
means. I love “the Union” as much as the “Silver Grays” or
Southern canters; but I love it not for itself. I love it as the
means to an end. I love it as the exponent and conservator of
the principles of man’s equality and self-government. I love it
as the legacy of fathers who avowed that government had only its
authority from the consent of the governed. I love it as the
guardian also of religious liberty, and the true Christianity—
that religion is between man and his god, and that no man can
rightfully, in this respect, exercise censorship over others.
I love the Union as the banner-bearer of the aspirants of
Freedom of all lands and nations—lovely in order to be loved.
But when it fails in these “glorious” ends—and in these only
“glorious”—then, say I, let it perish for ever!
And as I thus love it, I shall make eternal war upon all those
canting scoundrels, whether in Church or State, who would
pervert its true prestige to the retainment of Slavery, and its
extension and perpetuity. I return the war of lynchers and
“respectable” mobs! I return the war of those, however powerful,
whose main business it is in these States to “crush out
Abolitionism!” I return the war of those who would, by sermons,
tracts, or literature, aid the reaction of anti-revolutionary
avowals. I return the war of those, who, under the hallowed names
of Democracy and Republicanism, stand by foreign despotisms, and
who, amid blood and prisons, bear banners described with
“law and order!” I return the war of the supreme Courts of the
United States, who, under the pretence of devotion to law,
pervert every principle of justice; of the President, of the
slave Power, and of a servile congress! With a manly heart, which
may be beaten down, but never conquered, I shall stand by you
and all true men; and my voice shall ever be, “Don’t give up the
ship.”
I am, truly, your friend, C.M. Clay
Nov. 21. Monday. A fine misty rain all night and to-day.
Raking so many cranberries has made me quite conversant with the materials of the river wreck.
There are many middle-sized living black dor-bugs in it, as well as bugle-horn shells, as I find on
washing out my cranberries in the kitchen to-day. I have got about two and a half bushels of clear
cranberries, and added those of Saturday afternoon makes about three and a half. I find my best way
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of getting cranberries is to go forth in time of flood, just before the water begins to fall and after
strong winds, and, choosing the thickest places, let one, with an instrument like a large coarse dungfork, hold down the floating grass and other coarser part of the wreck mixed with [it], while another,
with as common iron garden rake, rakes them into the boat, there being just enough chaff left to
enable you to get them into the boat, yet with little water. When I get them home, I filled a halfbushel basket a quarter full and set it in a tub of water, and, stirring the cranberries, the coarser part
of the chaff was held beneath by the berries rising to the top. Then, raising the basket, draining it,
and upsetting it into as bread-trough, the main part of the chaff fell uppermost and was cast aside.
Then, draining off the water, I jarred the cranberries alternately to this end and then to that of the
trough, each time removing the fine chaff — cranberry leaves and bits of grass — which adhered to
the bottom, on the principle of gold-washing, except that the gold was what was thrown away, and
finally I spread and dried and winnowed them. It would have been better if the basket had been a
very coarse riddle and the trough had had a rough bottom.
The last two nights, at least, there has been no freezing.
Is not the dew but a humbler, gentler rain, the nightly rain, above which we raise our heads and
unobstructedly behold the stars? The mountains are giants which tower above the rain, as we above
the dew in the grass; it only wets their feet.

November 30, Wednesday, 1853: Next! The widower Caleb G. Forshey got married a 3d time, with Mary
Eunice Williams of Cincinnati, Ohio, a sister of his 2d wife Martha Annie Williams (after two sons who would
die very young, they would produce two surviving sons Caleb Ethan Forshey born during January 1859 and
Elmore Lindell Forshey born in about 1861; this 3d wife would outlive him).
On the same day, Russian forces destroyed the main Turkish army at Basgedikler and destroyed the Turkish
fleet at Sinop on the Black Sea.
William Speiden, Jr. had recovered from his illness in the far-eastern fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith
Perry and in the following days would be socializing on the local shore.
When Bronson Alcott arrived again in Cincinnati, Ohio, arrangements were made with wholesale grocer
H.M. Chapin for a course of conversations there soon.

Nov. 30. 8 A.M. — To river, to examine roots.
I rake up almost everywhere from the bottom of the river that very fresh and bright green ranunculus,
the handsomely divided leaf. I ascertain this morning that that white root with eyes and slaty-tinged
fibres and sharp leaves rolled up, found gnawed off and floating about muskrat-houses, is the root
of the great yellow lily. The leaf-stalk is yellow, while that of the white lily is a downy or mildewy
blue black. The yellow lily root is, then, a principal item, it would seem, in their vegetable diet. I find
that those large triangular or rhomboidal or shell-shaped eyes or shoulders on this root are the bases
of leaf-stalks which have rotted off, but toward the upper end of the root are still seen decaying. They
are a sort of abutment on which the leaf-stalk rested, and the fine black dots on them are the bases
of the fine threads or fibres of the leaf-stalk, which, in the still living leaf-stalls, are distinguished by
their purple color. These eyes, like the leaves, of course, are arranged spirally around the roots in
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parallel rows, in quincunx order, so that four make a diamond figure. The slate-tinged fibres spring
from the bare white intervals between the bases of the leaves. Closely packed between, and protected
by the under leafstalk, I find already the tender club-shaped yellow flower-bud a quarter of an inch
in diameter, with a stem two inches long and wider than the bud. I am surprised to find these roots,
even within to the bases of the leaves about the buds, infested with white grubs nearly half an inch
long and minute, threadlike reddish and speckled worms. Also on the fibres are transparent elliptical
chrysalids, the color of a snail-shell, containing insects apparently just ready to fly.
The white lily roots are more enveloped in down and fibre, a dark-blue or blackish down. I raked up
one dark-brown root somewhat like a white lily, except that it was smooth and the leaf-stalks were
very slender and the leaf-buds minute. Perhaps it was the kalmiana lily. I raked up one live clam in
deep water, and could feel them like stones on the bottom.
All these leaves are lightly rolled up in the form of arrowheads, as thus best prepared to pierce
whatever obstacles the mud or water may present. There is a vast amount of decaying vegetable
matter at the bottom of the river, and what I draw up on my rake emits a very offensive odor.
P.M. — Down river by boat and inland to the green house beyond Blood’s.
A mild and summery afternoon with much russet light on the landscape.
I think it was a flock of low-warbling tree sparrows58 [American Tree Sparrow Spizella
arborea] which I saw amid the weeds beyond the monument, though they looked larger.
I am attracted nowadays by the various withered grasses and sedges, of different shades of strawcolor and of various more or less graceful forms. That which I call fescue grass is quite interesting,
gracefully bending to the zephyr, and many others are very perfect and pure. Wool-grass is one of
the largest and most conspicuous. I observe it rising thinly above the water in which it is reflected,
two or three feet, and all its narrow rustling leaves stream southeasterly from the stems, though it is
now quite calm, proving the prevalence of northwesterly winds. An abundance of withered sedges
and other coarse grasses, which in the summer you scarcely noticed, now cover the low grounds, —
the granary of the winter birds. A very different end they serve from the flowers which decay so
early. Their rigid culms enable them to withstand the blasts of winter. Though divested of color,
fairly bleached, they are not in the least decayed but seasoned and living like the heart-wood.
Now, first since spring, I take notice of the cladonia lichens, which the cool fall rains appear to have
started. The Callitriche verna is perfectly fresh and green, though frozen in, in the pools.
We are going across the Hunt and Mason pastures. The twigs of young cedars with apparently
staminate buds have even a strawberry-like fragrance, and what a heavenly blue have the berries! —
a peculiar light blue, whose bloom rubs off, contrasting with the green or purplish-brown leaves.
I do not know so fine a pine grove as that of Mason’s. The young second-growth white pines are
peculiarly soft, thick, and bushy there. They branch directly at the ground and almost horizontally,
for the most part four or five large stems springing from the ground together, as if they had been
broken down by cattle originally. But the result is a very dark and dense, almost impenetrable, but
peculiarly soft and beautiful grove, which any gentleman might covet on his estate.
We returned by the bridle-road across the pastures. When I returned to town the other night by the
Walden road through the meadows from Brister’s Hill to the poorhouse, I fell to musing upon the
origin of the meanders in the road; for when I looked straight before or behind me, my eye met the
fences at a short distance, and it appeared that the road, instead of being built in a straight line across
the meadows, as one might have expected, pursued a succession of curves like a cow-path. In fact,
it was just such a meandering path as an eye of taste requires, and the landscape-gardener
consciously aims to make, and the wonder is that a body of laborers left to themselves, without
instruments or geometry, and perchance intending to make a straight road, — in short, that
circumstances ordinarily, — will so commonly make just such a meandering road as the eye
requires. A man advances in his walk somewhat as a river does, meanderingly, and.such, too, is the
progress of the race. The law that plants the rushes in waving lines along the edge of a pond, and that
curves the pondshore itself, incessantly beats against the straight fences and highways of men and

58. Undoubtedly; also Dec. 3d.
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makes them conform to the line of beauty which is most agreeable to the eye at last.
But to return to the walk of the day. Though there were some clouds in the west, there was a bright
silver twilight before we reached our boat. C. remarked it descending into the hollows immediately
after sunset. A red house could hardly be distinguished at a distance, but a white one appeared to
reflect light on the landscape. At first we saw no redness in the sky, but only some peculiar dark
wisp-like clouds in the west, but on rising a hill I saw a few red stains like veins of red quartz on a
ground of feldspar.
The river was perfectly smooth except the upwelling of its tide, and as we paddled home westward,
the dusky yellowing sky was all reflected in it, together with the dun-colored clouds and the trees,
and there was more light in the water than in the sky. The reflections of the trees and bushes on the
banks were wonderfully dark and distinct, for though frequently we could not see the real bush in
the twilight against the dark bank, in the water it appeared against the sky. We were thus often
enabled to steer clear of the overhanging bushes.
It was an evening for the muskrats to be abroad, and we saw one, which dove as he was swimming
rapidly, turning over like a wheel.

December 17, Saturday, 1853: Piano Sonata no.1 op.1 by Johannes Brahms was performed publicly for the
initial time, in the Leipzig Gewandhaus, by the composer. The work, and Brahms (in his first Leipzig
performance), were well received.
Aboard a vessel of the far-eastern American fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, William Speiden,
Jr. was underway from Macao to Hong Kong (this vessel would return to its anchorage at Macao Roads the
following day).
The Brooklyn Rail Road Company was formed.
The Placer, California Herald reported that on the South Fork of the Feather River, gold miners were saying
that their “records” were waiting impatiently for water. The diggings there had been very rich particularly in
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the vicinity of a thriving little town two miles away, known as Stringtown. “If a sufficient quantity of water
falls this winter, there will be an immense amount of gold taken out.” A mile to the northeast, Oregon City was
expecting a rich harvest to the miners. The flourishing town of Enterprise had just sprung up a mile above
Oregon City, and extensive preparations were being made there for working the banks which are exceedingly
rich.
In serious financial difficulty, Louis Moreau Gottschalk set sail from New-York harbor for his home in New
Orleans.
Henry Thoreau made a plan of land belonging to David Weston in Lincoln.

December 17. While surveying for Daniel Weston in Lincoln to-day, saw a great many —
maybe a hundred — silvery-brown cocoons, wrinkled and flattish, on young alders in a meadow,
three or four inches long, fastened to the main stem and branches at same time, with dry alder and
fragments of fern leaves attached to and partially concealing them; of some great moth.
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December 19, Monday, 1853: Cornelius Yager of Santa Clara deeded one square foot of land and right of way
to the Pacific and Atlantic Rail Road Company for construction of a railroad from San Jose to San Francisco.
Aboard a vessel of the far-eastern American fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, William Speiden,
Jr. was carried up the Canton River past the Bogue. It came to anchor in Whampoa Reach.
Sometime after the incident of the spading competition, Michael Flannery had quit working for Abiel H.
Wheeler and become a field laborer instead for Elijah Wood. At this point he visited Henry Thoreau and related
his continuing efforts to get his family from Ireland. That evening Thoreau wrote to H.G.O. Blake:
An Irishman came to see me to-day, who is endeavoring to get his
family out to this New World. He rises at half past four, milks
twenty-eight cows (which has swollen the joints of his fingers),
and eats his breakfast, without any milk in his tea or coffee,
before six; and so on, day after day, for six and a half dollars
a month; and thus he keeps his virtue in him, if he does not add
to it; and he regards me as a gentleman able to assist him; but
if I ever get to be a gentleman, it will be by working after my
fashion harder than he does.

THOREAU ON THE IRISH
From this day into December 21st, Thoreau would be surveying a Corner Spring woodlot
that James P. Brown was selling to William Wheeler, which was cut in 1853-1854. (Brown lived
near Nut Meadow Brook, and according to the Concord Town Report for 1851-1852, Thoreau
had laid out a town road near his house and had been paid $4.00 for this by the town.)
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/13.htm
Thoreau wrote to Spencer Fullerton Baird in regard to Louis Agassiz’s American Association for the
Advancement of Science, to withdraw his name, pleading that he would be unable to attend meetings and
explaining that the kind of science he was attracted to was the science of the Reverend Gilbert White’s
THE NATURAL HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF SELBORNE
and Alexander von Humboldt’s
ASPECTS OF NATURE
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— as he understood very well that this was bound suitably to render him unattractive to them.59
In this letter Thoreau made reference to a poem that had been published anonymously in Punch, or the London
Charivari, by Thomas Hood, entitled “The Song of the Shirt.”
In this letter, also, Thoreau made reference to pamphlet of 10 pages of blue paper just put out by the
Smithsonian Institution that was going to become part of his personal library, Spencer Fullerton Baird’s
DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING COLLECTIONS IN NATURAL HISTORY, PREPARED FOR THE USE OF THE PARTIES
ENGAGED IN THE EXPLORATION OF A ROUTE FOR THE PACIFIC RAILROAD ALONG THE 49TH PARALLEL.

GOD IN CONCORD by Jane Langton © 1992

Viking Penguin

If you are going into that line, —going to besiege
the city of God, —you must not only be strong
in engines, but prepared with provisions to
starve out the garrison.

H

Thoreau, Letter to Harrison Blake,
December 19, 1853

omer took his convictions about Pond View to Police
Chief James Flower.

Penguin Books USA Inc.

38

ISBN 0-670-84260-5 — PS3562.A515G58
To: Harrison Gray Otis Blake
From: HDT
Date: 19 and 22 December 1853
Concord Dec 19th 53
Mr Blake,
My debt has accumulated so that I should have answered your last
59. Harding and Bode, CORRESPONDENCE, pages 309-10. He gave quite a different reason for not becoming
a member in his JOURNAL: “The fact is I am a mystic, a transcendentalist, and a natural philosopher to boot.”
Although it has been alleged many times that this reading had great influence on Henry Thoreau, quite frankly I have been unable
myself to verify that Thoreau took this species of nature writing as Waldo Emerson had, with any seriousness.
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letter at once, if I had not been the subject of what is called a press
of engagements, having a lecture to write for last Wednesday, and
surveying more than usual besides. – It has been a kind of running
fight with me – the enemy not always behind me, I trust.
True, a man cannot lift himself by his own waist-bands, because he
cannot get out of himself, but he can expand himself, (which is better, there being no up nor down in nature) and so split his waistbands, being already within himself.
You speak of doing & being – & the vanity real or apparent of much
doing – The suckers, I think it is they, make nests in our river in the
spring of more than a cart-load of small stones, amid which to deposit their ova. The other day I opened a muskrats’ house. It was
made of weeds, five feet broad at base & 3 feet high, and far and low
within it was a little cavity, only a foot in diameter where the rat
dwelt. It may seem trivial – this piling up of weeds, but so the race
of muskrats is preserved. We must heap up a great pile of doing for
a small diameter of being. – Is it not imperative on us that we do
something – if we only work in a tread-mill? and, indeed, some sort
of revolving is necessary to produce a centre & nucleus of being.
What exercise is to the body – employment is to the mind & morals.
Consider what an amount of drudgery must be performed – how
much hum-drum & prosaic labor goes to any work of the least value.
There are so many layers of mere white lime in every shell to that
thin inner one so beautifully tinted. Let not the shell fish think to
build his house of that alone; and pray what are its tints to him? Is
it not his smooth close-fitting shirt merely? whose tints are not to
him, being in the dark, but only when he is gone or dead, and his
shell is heaved up to light a wreck upon the beach, do they appear.
With him too it is a song of the shirt – “work – work – work” – &
this work is not merely a police in the gross sense, but in the higher
sense, a discipline. If it is surely the means to the highest end we
know, can any work be humble or disgusting? Will it not rather elevating as a ladder – the means by which we are translated?
How admirably the artist is made to accomplish his self culture by
devotion to his art! The woodsawyer through his effort to do his
work well, becomes not merely a better woodsawyer, but measureably a better man. Few are the men that can work on their navels –
only some Brahmens that I have heard of. To the painter is given
some paint & canvass instead. – to the Irishman a bog, – typical of
himself. – In a thousand apparently humble ways men busy themselves to make some right take the place of some wrong, – if it is only
to make a better paste-blacking – and they are themselves so much
the better morally for it.
You say that you sit & aspire, but do not succeed much. Does it con-
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cern you enough that you do not? Do you work hard enough at it—
Do you get the benefit of discipline out of it? If so, persevere. Is it a
more serious thing than to walk a thousand miles in a thousand successive hours? Do you get any corns by it? Do you ever think of
hanging yourself on account of failure?
If you are going into that line – going to besiege the city of God –
you must not only be strong in engines – but prepared with provisions to starve out the garrison. An Irishman came to see me today
who is endeavoring to get his family out to this New World. He rises
at half past 4 & milks 28 cows – (which has swolen the joints of his
fingers) & eats his breakfast, without any milk in his tea or coffee,
before 6 – & so on day after day for six & a half dollars a month –
& thus he keeps his virtue in him – if he does not add to it – & he
regards me as a gentleman able to assist him – but if I ever get to be
a gentleman, it will be by working after my fashion harder than he
does – If my joints are not swolen, it must be because I deal with
the teats of celestial cows before break-fast, (and the milker in this
case is always allowed some of the milk for his breakfast) to say
nothing of the flocks & herds of Admetus afterward.
It is the art of mankind to polish the world, and every one who works
is scrubbing in some part.
If the mark is high & far, you must not only aim aright, but draw the
bow with all your might. You must qualify your self to use a bow
which no humbler archer can bend.
Work – work – work!
Who shall know it for a bow? It is not of yew-tree. It is straighter
than a ray of light – flexibility is not known for one of its qualities.
Dec 22nd
So far I had got when I was called off to survey. – Pray read the
Life of Haydon the painter – if you have not. It is a small revelation
for these latter days – a great satisfaction to know that he has lived
– though he is now dead. Have you met with the letter of a Turkish
cadi at the end of Layard’s “Nineveh & Babylon” that also is refreshing & a capital comment on the whole book which preceeds it
– the oriental genius speaking through him.
Those Brahmins put it through, they come off – or rather stand still,
conquerors, with some withered arms or legs at least to show — &
they are said to have cultivated the faculty of abstraction to a degree
unknown to Europeans, – If we cannot sing of faith & triumph – we
will sing our despair. We will be that kind of bird. There are day
owls & there are night owls – and each is beautiful & even musical
while about its business.
Might you not find some positive work to do with your back to
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Church & State – letting your back do all the rejection of them? Can
you not go upon your pilgrimage, Peter, along the winding mountain
path whither you face? A step more will make those funereal church
bells over your shoulder sound far and sweet as a natural sound
Work – work – work!
Why not make a very large mud pie & bake it in the sun! Only put no
church nor state into it, nor upset any other pepper -box that way. –
Dig out a wood-chuck for that has nothing to do with rotting institutions – Go ahead.
Whether a man spends his day in an extacy or despondency – he
must do some work to show for it – even as there are flesh & bones
to show for him. We are superior to the joy we experience.
Your last 2 letters methinks have more nerve & will in them than
usual – as if you had erected yourself more – Why are not they good
work – if you only had a hundred correspondents to tax you?
Make your failure tragical – by the earnestness & steadfastness of
your endeavor – & then it will not differ from success – Prove it to
be the inevitable fate of mortals – of one mortal – if you can.
You said that you were writing on immortality – I wish you would
communicate to me what you know about that – you are sure to live
while that is your theme –
Thus I write on some text which a sentence of your letters may have
furnished.
I think of coming to see you as soon as I get a new coat – if I have
money enough left – I will write to you again about it.
Henry D. Thoreau
BENJAMIN ROBERT HAYDON

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 19TH-21ST]

December 23-24, Friday and Saturday, 1853: The steamer San Francisco was wrecked 300 miles out of
New-York harbor, but its passengers were rescued:
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

I understand the large hearts of heroes,
The courage of present times and all times;
How the skipper saw the crowded and rudderless wreck of the steam-ship,
and Death chasing it up and down the storm,
How he knuckled tight and gave not back an inch, and was faithful of days
and faithful of nights,
And chalk’d in large letters on a board, Be of good cheer, We will not desert you;
How he saved the drifting company at last,
How the lank loose-gowned women look’d when boated from the side of
their prepared graves,
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How the silent old-faced infants and the lifted sick, and the sharp-lipp’d
unshaved men;
All this I swallow, it tastes good, I like it well, it becomes mine,
I am the man, I suffer’d, I was there.
— Walt Whitman

On the stage of Concord’s Town Hall, Caroline Downes Brooks Hoar set up a Christmas tree for the children
of Concord, decorating it with candles and gifts. 700 children and their teachers formed a semicircle in front
of the stage, a hymn was sung — and St. Nicholas appeared. While he addressed the assembly presents were
passed out and bags of candy were tossed into the crowd. A box had been prepared for residents of the poor
farm, and there were specific gifts for Concord notables such as Josiah Bartlett and Waldo Emerson.
This is the Christmas season on which Ellen Emerson in boarding school at age 14 had written home to her
father Ralph Waldo Emerson and her mother Lidian Emerson, asking for specific presents:
Dear Mother, This is only a despatch about presents
which I am writing in haste.... I want presents for nine
girls, pretty little ornaments and trifles of that kind
are fashionable here.... May I have in my Christmas box
some candy of various kinds, some macaroons ... and
cocoa-nut cakes and some apples?... Two cakes of
“Chocolat Perfectionné”, some almond candy, some
vanilla cream candy and particularly I want a whole
quantity of barley candy....
We note that it is clear from this note what is the state of development of the commercialized Christmas giftgiving tradition at this point in time: Ellen has received Christmas presents before and expects Christmas
presents again, and she is thinking at least primarily of items to be purchased in stores rather than items to be
made at home.
In a heavy gale the rudderhead of the Staffordshire, a clipper packet ship valued at $120.000 with a figurehead
of a witch, out of Liverpool heading for Boston, was sprung.
William Speiden, Jr. of the far-eastern American fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry noticed that
thousands of dollars in silver coinage were being distributed among the various vessels of America’s FarEastern Squadron. (There’s no need to be so curious, Bill.)
Santa Claus, or Saint Nicholas, was definitely a presence by this year, or, at least, he rated a mention in the
New Hampshire Gazette:
The genuine New England article for the reception of all
the Christmas and New Year’s gifts which the good Santa
Claus chooses to bestow upon children [is] an article
wonderfully characteristic of our thrift and also of our
want of poetic taste, ... the woolen stocking, red or
blue.... by the least imaginative among the young folks,
suspended at the head of the bed, but by those whose
intuitive belief in the marvelous is stronger, as near
the fireplace as possible, in order to make sure that
Saint Nicholas will not overlook it.
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The Placer, California Herald reported having learned from the pages of the Nevada Young American that rich
new diggings had been discovered on a small stream emptying into the Middle Yuba River, a stream known
as Wolf Creek. The gold from this locale was of such pure quality as to sell readily at $17.40 per ounce.
Many were doing remarkably well, and 3 of the miners had been able to take out 32 ounces in 3 days.

Dec. 24. The rain of yesterday concluded with a whitening of snow last evening, the third
thus far. Today is cold and quite windy.
P.M. — To the field in Lincoln which I surveyed for Weston the 17th.
Walden almost entirely open again. Skated across Flint’s Pond; for the most part smooth but with
rough spots where the rain had not melted the snow. From the hill beyond I get an arctic view
northwest. The mountains are of a cold slate-color. It is as if they bounded the continent toward
Behring’s Straits.
In Weston’s field, in springy land on the edge of a swamp, I counted thirty-three or four of those large
silvery-brown cocoons within a rod or two, and probably there many more about a foot from the
ground, commonly on the main stem — though sometimes on a branch close to the stem — of the
alder, sweet-fern, brake, etc., etc. The largest are four inches long by two and a half, bag-shaped and
wrinkled and partly concealed by dry leaves, — alder, ferns, etc., — attached as if sprinkled over
them. This evidence of cunning in so humble a creature is affecting, for I am not ready to refer it to
an intelligence which the creature does not share, as much as we do the prerogatives of reason. This
radiation of the brain. The bare silvery cocoons would otherwise be too obvious. The worm has
evidently said to itself: “Man or some other creature may come by and see my casket. I will disguise
it, will hang a screen before it.” Brake and sweet-fern and alder leaves are not only loosely sprinkled
over it and dangling from it, but often, as it were, pasted close upon and almost incorporated into it.
Saw Therien yesterday afternoon chopping for Jacob Baker in the rain. I heard his axe half a mile
off, and also saw the smoke of his fire, which I mistook for a part of the mist which was drifting
about. I asked him where he boarded. At Shannon’s. He asked the price of board and said I was a
grass boarder, i.e. not a regular one. Asked him what time he started in the morning. The sun was up
when he got out of the house that morning. He heard Flint’s Pond whooping like cannon the moment
he opened the door, but sometimes he could see stars after he got to his chopping-ground. He was
working with his coat off in the rain. He said he often saw gray squirrels running about and jumping
from tree to tree. There was a large nest of leaves close by. That morning he saw a large bird of some
kind. He took a French paper to keep himself in practice, — not for news; he said he did n’t want
news. He had got twenty-three or twenty-four of them, had got them bound and paid a dollar for it,
and would like to have me see it. He had n’t read it half; there was a great deal of reading in it, by
gorry. He wanted me to tell him the meaning of some of the hard words. How much had he cut? He
was n’t a-going to kill himself. He had got money enough. He cut enough to earn his board. A man
could not do much more in the winter. He used the dry twigs on the trees to start his fire with, and
some shavings which he brought in his pocket. He frequently found some fire still in the morning.
He laid his axe by a log and placed another log the other side of it. I said he might have to dig it out
of a snowdrift, but he thought it would not snow. Described a large hawk killed at Smith’s (which
had eaten some hens) its legs “yellow as a sovereign;” apparently a goshawk [Goshawk Accipter
gentillis (Cape Eagle or Partridge Hawk)]. He has also his beetle and wedges and whetstone.
In the town hall this evening, my white spruce tree, [see page 22.] one of the small ones in the
swamp, hardly a quarter the size of the largest, looked double its size, and its top had been cut off
for want of room. It was lit with candles, but the starlit sky is far more splendid to-night than any
saloon.
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December 25, Christmas, Sunday, 1853: Heavy frost this morning covered the ground in San Francisco,
California.
In Grass Valley, Lola Montez threw a party for the little neighborhood girls. One of these little neighborhood
girls would grow up to be a performer: 6-year-old Lotta Crabtree, whose mother Mary Ann Crabtree happened
to be running a boarding house in the neighborhood.
Edwin Booth appeared in “Richard the Third” at the new Metropolitan Theatre in San Francisco.
In a heavy gale the bowsprit of the Staffordshire, a clipper packet ship valued at $120.000 with a figurehead
of a witch, out of Liverpool heading for Boston, was carried away, bringing down the foremast with it. As the
vessel floundered in the waves some of those on board set off in rowboats.
William Speiden, Jr. of the far-eastern American fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry enjoyed
Christmas dinner at the home of Mrs. De Silver in Hong Kong.
Russian and Turkish forces clashed at Cetate on the Danube near Craiova without strategic result.
Henry Thoreau delivered himself of one of his more interesting remarks about Boston as a city of barrels and
about the Long Wharf in Boston Harbor:

Dec. 25. P. M. — Skated to Fair Haven and above. At seven this morning the water had
already oozed out at the sides of the river and flowed over the ice. It appears to be the result of this
bridging of the river in the night and so obstructing the channel or usual outlet.
About 4 P.M. the sun sunk behind a cloud, and the pond began to boom or whoop. I noticed the same
yesterday at the same hour at Flint’s. It was perfectly silent before. The weather in both cases clear,
cold, and windy. It is a sort of belching, and, as C. said, is somewhat frog-like. I suspect it did not
continue to whoop long either night. It is a very pleasing phenomenon, so dependent on the altitude
of the sun.
When I go to Boston, I go naturally straight through the city down to the end of Long Wharf and
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look off, for I have no cousins in the back alleys. The water and the vessels are novel and interesting.
What are our maritime cities but the shops and dwellings of merchants, about a wharf projecting into
the sea, where there is a convenient harbor, on which to land the produce of other climes and at which
to load the exports of our own? Next in interest to me is the market where the produce of our own
country is collected. Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, New Orleans, and many others
are the names of wharves projecting into the sea. They are good places to take in and to discharge a
cargo. Everybody in Boston lives at No. so-and-so, Long Wharf. I see a great many barrels and figdrums and piles of wood for umbrella-sticks and blocks of granite and ice, etc., and that is Boston.
Great piles of goods and the means of packing and conveying them, much wrapping-paper and
twine, many crates and hogsheads and trucks, that is Boston. The more barrels, the more Boston. The
museums and scientific societies and libraries are accidentals. They gather around the barrels, to
save carting.
LONG WHARF
B OSTON
NEW-YORK
PHILADELPHIA
CHARLESTON
NEW ORLEANS
WHARVES OF BOSTON
Apparently the ice is held down on the sides of the river by being frozen to the shore and the weeds,
and so is overflowed there, but in the middle it is lifted up and makes room for the tide. I saw, just
above Fair Haven Pond, two or three places where, just before the last freezing, when the ice was
softened and partly covered with sleet, there had been a narrow canal, about eight inches wide, quite
across the river from meadow to meadow. I am constrained to believe, from the peculiar character
of it on the meadow end, where in one case it divided and crossed itself, that it was made either by
muskrats or otters or minks repeatedly crossing there. One end was for some distance like an otter
trail in the soft upper part of the ice, not worn through.
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December 29, Thursday, 1853: The far-eastern American fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry fired
off a 13-gun salute at daybreak in memory of the late Vice President of the US William Rufus de Vane King
(1786-1853). It fired another 17 guns at noon. It fired 21 at sunset. King, a US senator from Alabama and
former US Minister to France, had been a close companion to President James Buchanan. Though very ill at
the time of his election, he had been sworn in as vice president under Franklin Pierce during March 1853, dying
on April 18th mere weeks into his term in office. He was a great loss to our nation, one worthy of a 13-gun
salute at dawn, a 17-gun salute at noon, and a 21-gun salute at sunset.
In London, James Wilson set up the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China under a Royal Charter from
Queen Victoria. This entity would set up agencies in Hong Kong and Singapore in 1859. In 1862 it would
begin to issue a Hong Kong Dollar banknote, and after a merger with Standard Bank would eventuate as Hong
Kong’s present-day Standard Chartered Bank.
Henry Thoreau recorded in his journal the rebuffing of an intervention he had attempted in regard to Alek
Therien:

Dec. 29. We survive, in one sense, in our posterity and in the continuance of our race, but
when a race of men, of Indians for instance, becomes extinct, is not that the end of the world for
them? Is not the world forever beginning and coming to an end, both to men and races? Suppose we
were to foresee that the Saxon race to which we belong would become extinct the present winter, —
disappear from the face of the earth, — would it not look to us like the end, the dissolution of the
world? Such is the prospect of the Indians. All day a driving snow-storm, imprisoning most, stopping
the cars, blocking up the roads. No school to-day. I cannot see a house fifty rods off from my window
through [it];60 yet in midst of all I see a bird, probably a tree sparrow [American Tree
Sparrow Spizella arborea], partly blown, partly flying, over the house to alight in a field. The
snow penetrates through the smallest crevices under doors and side of windows.
P.M. — Tried my snow-shoes. They sink deeper than I expected, and I throw the snow upon my
back. When I returned, twenty minutes after, my great tracks were not to be seen. It is the worst
snow-storm to bear that I remember. The strong wind from the north blows the snow almost
horizontally, and, beside freezing you, almost takes your breath away. The driving snow blinds you,
and where you are protected, you can see but little way, it is so thick. Yet in spite, or on account, of
all, I see the first flock of arctic snowbirds (Emberiza nivalis) [Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis
(Slate-colored Sparrow or Snow-bird or F. Hyemalis)] near the depot, white and black, with a sharp,
whistle-like note. An hour after I discovered half a pint of snow in each pocket of my greatcoat.
What a contrast between the village street now and last summer! The leafy elms then resounding
with the warbling vireo [Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus], robins [American Robin Turdus
migratorius], bluebirds [Bluebird, Eastern Sialia sialis], and the fiery hangbird [Northern
Oriole Icterus galbula], etc., to which the villagers, kept indoors by the heat, listen through open
lattices. Now it is like a street in Nova Zembla, — if they were to have any there. I wade to the postoffice as solitary a traveller as ordinarily in a wood-path in winter. The snow is mid-leg deep, while
drifts as high as one’s head are heaped against the houses and fences, and here and there range across
the street like snowy mountains. You descend from this, relieved, into capacious valleys with a
harder bottom, or more fordable. The track of one large sleigh alone is visible, nearly snowed up.
There is not a track leading from any door to indicate that the inhabitants have been forth to-day, any
more than there is track of any quadruped by the wood-paths. It is all pure untrodden snow, banked
60. In an ordinary snow-storm, when snowing fast, Jan. 1st,’54, I can see E. Wood’s house, or about a mile.
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up against the houses now at 4 P.M., and no evidence that a villager has been abroad to-day. In one
place the drift covers the front-yard fence and stretches thence upward to the top of the front door,
shutting all in, and frequently the snow lies banked up three or four feet high against the front doors,
and the windows are all snowed up, and there is a drift over each window, and the clapboards are all
hoary with it. It is as if the inhabitants were all frozen to death, and now You threaded the desolate
streets weeks after that calamity. There is not a sleigh or vehicle of any kind on the Mill-Dam, but
one saddled horse on which a farmer has come into town. The cars are nowhere. Yet they are warmer,
merrier than ever there within. At the post-office they ask each traveller news of the cars, — “Is there
any train up or down?” — or how deep the snow is on a level.
Of the snow bunting [Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis], Wilson says that they appear in the
northern parts of the United States “early in December, or with the first heavy snow, particularly if
drifted by high winds.” This day answers to that description exactly. The wind is northerly. He adds
that “they are... universally considered as the harbingers of severe cold weather.” They come down
from the extreme north and are common to the two continents; quotes Pennant as saying that they
“inhabit not only Greenland but even the dreadful climate of Spitzbergen, where vegetation is nearly
extinct, and scarcely any but cryptogamous plants are found. It therefore excites wonder, how birds,
which are graminivorous in every other than those frost-bound regions, subsist: yet are there found
in great flocks both on the land and ice of Spitzbergen.” P. also says that they inhabit in summer “the
most naked Lapland Alps,” and “descend in rigorous seasons into Sweden, and fill the roads and
fields: on which account” the Laplanders call them “hardwarsfogel,” hard-weather birds. Also P.
says “they overflow [in winter] the more southern countries in amazing multitudes.” W. says their
colors are very variable, “and the whiteness of their plumage is observed to be greatest towards the
depth of winter.” Also W. says truly that they seldom sit long, “being a roving restless bird.” Peabody
says that in summer they are “pure white and black,” but are not seen of that color here. Those I saw
to-day were of that color, behind A. Wheeler’s. He says they are white and rustybrown here.
These are the true winter birds for you, these winged snowballs. I could hardly see them, the air was
so full of driving snow. What hardy creatures! Where do they spend the night?
The woodchopper goes not to the wood to-day. His axe and beetle and wedges and whetstone he will
find buried deep under a drift, perchance, and his fire all extinguished.
As you go down the street, you see on either hand, where erst were front yards with their parterres,
rolling pastures of snow, unspotted blankness swelling into drifts. All along the path lies a huge
barrow of snow raised by the arctic mound-builder. It is like a pass through the Wind River
Mountains or the Sierra Nevada, — a spotless expanse of drifted snow, sloping upward over fences
to the houses, deep banks all along their fronts closing the doors. It lies in and before Holbrook’s
piazza, dwarfing its columns, like the sand about Egyptian temples.
The windows are all sealed up, so that the traveller sees no face of inhabitant looking out upon him.
The housekeeper thinks with pleasure or pain of what he has in his larder. No shovel is put to the
snow this day. To-morrow we shall see them digging out. The farmer considers how much pork he
has in his barrel, how much meal in his bin, how much wood in his shed. Each family, perchance,
sends forth one representative before night, who makes his way with difficulty to the grocery or postoffice to learn the news; i.e., to hear what others say to it, who can give the best account of it, best
can name it, has waded farthest in it, has been farthest out and can tell the biggest and most adequate
story; and hastens back with the news. I asked Therien yesterday if he was satisfied with himself. I
was trying to get a point d’appui within him, a shelf to spring an arch from, to suggest some
employment and aim for life. “Satisfied!” said he; “some men are satisfied with one thing, and some
with another, by George. One man, perhaps, if he has got enough, will be satisfied to sit all day with
his back to the fire and his belly to the table; that will satisfy him, by gorry.” When I met him the
other day, he asked me if I had made any improvement. Yet I could never by any manoeuvring get
him to take what is called a spiritual view of things, of life. He allowed that study and education was
a good thing, but for him it was too late. He only thought of its expediency; nothing answering to
what many call their aspirations.
He was humble, if he can be called humble who never aspires.

ALEK THERIEN
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He cut his trees very low, close to the ground, because the sprouts that came from such stumps were
better. Perhaps he distinguished between the red and scarlet oak; one had a pale inner bark, the other
a darker or more reddish one. Without the least effort he could defend prevailing institutions which
affected him, better than any philosopher, because he implicitly accepted them and knew their whole
value. He gave the true reason for their prevalence, because speculation had never suggested to him
any other. Looking round among the trees, he said he could enjoy himself in the woods chopping
alone in a winter day; he wanted no better sport.
The trees were frozen, — had been sometimes, — but would frequently thaw again during the day.
Split easier for it, but did not chop better.
The woodchopper to-day is the same man that Homer refers to, and his work the same. He, no doubt,
had his beetle and wedge and whetstone then, carried his dinner in a pail or basket, and his liquor in
a bottle, and caught his woodchucks, and cut and corded, the same. The thoughts and associations
of summer and autumn are now as completely departed from our minds as the leaves are blown from
the trees. Some withered deciduous ones are left to rustle, and our cold immortal evergreens. Some
lichenous thoughts still adhere to us.
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December 31, Saturday, 1853: Aboard the far-eastern American fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith
Perry, William Speiden, Jr. noted: “The last day of the year—it ends quietly. A year hence, hope to be home.”
What, homesick already, lad? –Are things too quiet for you, after all that cannon fire?
Sir Richard Owen hosted a dinner party in the bowels of the beast: inside the partially completed model of
Iguanodon, which was being prepared under his direction by Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins for display in the
Crystal Palace at Sydenham. Owen got to sit at the head of the table, which was inside the beast’s head, and
11 others were seated at this table. (There was an adjoining table, outside the model, that seated another 10
(had Owen been aware of the true size of Iguanodon, this other table would have fitted inside the model as
well).
By the way, it was Owen’s agenda to use the dinosaurs to argue against that new scientistic theory, the one
about “evolution.” The magnificence and perfection of these terrible lizards was a central part of his argument
from design.

an Iguanodon
another Iguanodon
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I wonder, would the menu that night have included iguana?
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1854: Early in this year, New-York shipowners Howland and Aspinwall approached The Manhattan Life
Insurance Company for coverage on a cargo of about 700 coolies they were bringing on the clipper Sea Witch
from China to the Isthmus of Panama (this is the ship that still holds the China-to-New-York record for sailing
ships). Since they were valuing these coolies at $120.00 each, the responsible officers wanted to purchase
$84,000.00 in life insurance for the group (life insurance in those days was a version of cargo insurance, so this
would reimburse the beneficiaries, Howland and Aspinwall, should illness or accident happen to kill off their
cargo). The minutes of the corporate meetings during this period indicate heated discussions as to whether or
not this risk should be taken by the insurance company. In any event, the company finally did issue this cargo
insurance policy, which, if it was not the very 1st, was one of the 1st group policies ever to be written by an
American life-insurance carrier. The underwriting was based on certain stipulations, such as that a medical
doctor recognized by the crew as responsible for sanitary conditions, food, and other factors affecting the
mortality of the cargo be on board during such a voyage. For a premium of $840.00 the company assumed a
quarter of the total risk, or $21,000.00 and the balance of the risk was reinsured with 4 other such companies.
Actually, 720 coolies would be packed aboard for this voyage, but within the first 24 hours after raising anchor
at Swatow port, 3 of the men in the cargo managed to jump overboard. During the 65-day voyage, arriving
March 31st, 1854 in the City of Panama, 11 of the remaining cargo of 717 had died of sundry diseases.
Therefore, on April 29, 1854, The Manhattan Life Insurance Company would pay out $408.00, a quarter of the
total loss, and thus realize a net profit of $432.00 on this life policy.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry of the USA forcibly “opened” Japan’s doors to the West by means of
the signing of a trade agreement, the Treaty of Kanagawa, with an official of the Shogunate. Exchanges
between the nations would include an American agricultural exhibit managed by Dr. James Morrow, assisted
by S. Wells Williams, a Protestant missionary to China. Dried specimens from this initial trip would go to
Williams’ boyhood friend, Harvard College botanist Asa Gray. These specimens would be quickly followed
by collections from Charles Wright, who had been working in the North Pacific as botanist on a US Surveying
Expedition and would therefore be able to sail directly for Japan as soon as the existence of this new trade
agreement became known.

PLANTS
Diplomatically, Commodore Perry instructed the translator to inform this Japanese official that
Our country has just had a war with a neighboring
country, Mexico, and we even attacked and captured its
capital. Circumstances may lead your country also into
a similar plight.

Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for January 1854 (æt. 36)
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January 1, Sunday, 1854: Lincoln University was chartered in Oxford, Pennsylvania, initially as “Ashmun
Institute.” This would be one of America’s earliest “Negro colleges.”
James George Frazer was born in Glasgow, Scotland.
At a New Year celebration in the strait of Victoria Island, Hong Kong, Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry
provided egg nog for his officers aboard his flagship Susquehanna. A good time was had by all.
At the Cruz Bay Battery on the Caribbean island of St. John, Judge (Landfoged) Carl Henschell was advised
of the death of a 7-year-old at the Cinnamon Bay plantation on the island’s north shore, from what appeared
to be cholera (by the following year the epidemic would eliminate almost 1 out of every 4 of the human
inhabitants of this island).
California’s gold exports for the year 1853 had amounted to a grand sum total of $56,390,812.
A former missionary to Canton in China, the Presbyterian Reverend William Speer (1822-1904), and his wife,
and sons John and James, with his brother James Speer and their Irish servant girl “Biddy,” sent greetings for
the new year from San Francisco to the Speer family in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Many friends would be
visiting during the holiday as was usual but “Preachers do not go out, so I am released.” The letter enclosed a
prospectus for The Oriental, a Chinese-American gazette, and asked for assistance in soliciting subscribers.61
Young America Engine Co. No. 13 was organized in San Francisco with quarters at 144 Second St.
At 9PM the steamer S.S. Golden Gate, “probably the most magnificent sea steamer afloat,” built in 1851 for
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, sailed under Captain J.B.G. Isham from the west coast of the Isthmus of
Panama for San Diego, California carrying 750 passengers such as the 3-person Kip family.

Henry Thoreau was being written to by Waldo Emerson:
61. The 1st such gazette had been Golden Hills News, a weekly published by William Howard in San Francisco for a few months
in 1854. The Oriental would appear weekly from 1855 to 1857 in English and Cantonese. Although neither of these gazettes had
Chinese owners, both were edited by recent Chinese immigrants and eventually The Oriental would be owned by ethnic Chinese.
However, the 1st Chinese-owned gazette would be the Sacramento Daily News, published by Ze Tu Yun from 1856 to 1858.
San Francisco and Sacramento would consistently have Chinese-language gazettes until the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.
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To: HDT
From: Ralph Waldo Emerson
Date: 1 January 1854
1 Jany 1854
Dear Henry,
I meant to have seen you, but for delays that grew out of the
snowbanks, to ask your aid in these following particulars. On the 8
February, Professor Horsford is to lecture at the Lyceum; on the
15th Feb.y , Theodore Parker. They are both to come to my house for
the night. Now I wish to entreat your courtesy & counsel to receive
these lonely pilgrims, when they arrive, to guide them to our house,
& help the alarmed wife to entertain them, & see that they do not
lose the way to the Lyceum, nor the hour. For, it seems pretty certain
that I shall not be at home until perhaps the next week following
these two. If you shall be in town, & can help these gentlemen so far,
you will serve the whole municipality as well as
Yours faithfully,
R.W. Emerson
H.D. Thoreau.
Thoreau was reading Father Paul Le Jeune on American and Canadian natives.
Jan. 1. Le Jeune, describing the death of a young Frenchwoman who had devoted her life
to the savages of Canada, uses the expression: “Finally this beautiful soul detached itself from its
body the 15th of March,” etc.
The drifts mark the standstill or equilibrium between the currents of air or particular winds. In our
greatest snow-storms, the wind being northerly, the greatest drifts are on the south sides of the houses
and fences and accordingly on the left-hand side of the street going down it. The north tract: of the
railroad was not open till a day or more later than the south. I notice that in the angle made by our
house and shed, a southwest exposure, the snow-drift does not lie close about the pump, but is a foot
off, forming a circular bowl, showing that there was an eddy about it. It shows where the wind has
been, the form of the wind. The snow is like a mould, showing the form of the eddying currents of
air which have been impressed on it, while the drift and all the rest is that which fell between the
currents or where they counterbalanced each other. These boundary lines are mountain barriers.
The white-in-tails, or grass finches [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus], linger pretty late,
flitting in flocks before, but they come so near winter only as the white in their tails indicates. They
let it come near enough to whiten their tails, perchance, and they are off. The snow buntings and the
tree sparrows are the true spirits of the snow-storm; they are the animated beings that ride upon it
and have their life in it.
The snow is the great betrayer. It not only shows the tracks of mice, otters, etc., etc., which else we
should rarely if ever see, but the tree sparrows are more plainly seen against its white ground, and
they in turn are attracted by the dark weeds which it reveals. It also drives the crows and other birds
out of the woods to the villages for food. We might expect to find in the snow the footprint of a life
superior to our own, of which no zoology takes cognizance. Is there no trace of a nobler life than that

[Transcript]
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of an otter or an escaped convict to be looked for in the snow? Shall we suppose that that is the only
life that has been abroad in the night? It is only the savage that can see the track of no higher life than
an otter. Why do the vast snow plains give us pleasure, the twilight of the bent and half-buried
woods? Is not all there consonant with virtue, justice, purity, courage, magnanimity? Are we not
cheered by the sight? And does not all this amount to the track of a higher life than the otter's, a life
which has not gone by and left a footprint merely,62 but is there with its beauty, its music, its
perfume, its sweetness, to exhilarate and recreate us? Where there is a perfect government of the
world according to the highest laws, is there no trace of intelligence there, whether in the snow or
the earth, or in ourselves? No other trail but, such as a dog can smell? Is there none which an angel
can detect and follow? None to guide a man on his pilgrimage, which water will not conceal? Is there
no odor of sanctity to be perceived? Is its trail too old? Have mortals lost the scent? The great game
for mighty hunters as soon as the first snow, falls is Purity, for, earlier than any rabbit or fox, it is
abroad, and its trail may be detected by curs of lowest degree. Did this great snow come to reveal
the track merely of some timorous hare, or of the Great Hare, whose track no hunter has seen? Is
there no trace nor suggestion of Purity to be detected? If one could detect the meaning of the snow,
would he not be on the trail of some higher life that has been abroad in the night? Are there not
hunters who seek for something higher than foxes, with judgment more discriminating than the
senses of foxhounds, who rally to a nobler music than that of the hunting-horn? As there is
contention among the fishermen who shall be the first to reach the pond as soon as the ice will bear,
in spite of the cold, as the hunters are forward to take the field as soon as the first snow has fallen,
so the observer, or lie who would make the most of his life for discipline, must be abroad early and
late, in spite of cold and wet, in pursuit of nobler game, whose traces are then most distinct. A life
which, pursued, does not earth itself, does not burrow downward but upward, which takes not to the
trees but to the heavens as its home, which the hunter pursues with winged thoughts and aspirations,
— these the dogs that tree it, — rallying his pack with the bugle notes of undying faith, and returns
with some worthier trophy than a fox's tail, a life which we seek, not to destroy it, but to save our
own. Is the great snow of use to the hunter only, and not to the saint, or him who is earnestly building
up a life? Do the Indian and hunter only need snow-shoes, while the saint sits indoors in embroidered
slippers?
The Indians might have imagined a large snow bunting to be the genius of the storm.
This morning it is snowing again fast, and about six inches has already fallen by 10 A.M., of a moist
and heavy snow. It is about six inches in all this day. This would [be] two feet and a half in all, if it
has not settled, — but it has.
I would fain be a fisherman, hunter, farmer, preacher, etc., but fish, hunt, farm, preach other things
than usual.
When, in 1641, the five hundred Iroquois in force brought to Three Rivers two French prisoners
(whom they had taken), seeking peace with the French,- I believe this preceded any war with them,
-at the assembling for this purpose, they went through the form of tying their prisoners, that they
might pass for such; then, after a speech, they broke their bonds and cast them into the river that it
might carry them so far that they might never be remembered. The speaker “then made many
presents, according to the custom of the country where the word for presents is speech (où le mot de
présens se nomme parole), to signify that the present speaks more strongly than the mouth.” (Le
Jeune.)
Our orators might learn much from the Indians. They are remarkable for their precision; nothing is
left at loose ends. They address more senses than one, so as to preclude misunderstanding. A present
accompanies each proposition. In delivering one present, the speaker said, “This is the house which
we shall have at Three Rivers when we come here to treat with you,” etc. This is in Paul Le Jeune’s
Relation for ’40 and ’41, page 156.
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62. But all that we see is the impress of its spirit.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

January 6, Friday, 1854: Sherlock Holmes was born (or so we have been informed).
Aboard the US steam frigate Mississippi beautifully decorated with flags, with Commodore Matthew
Calbraith Perry as guest of honor, there was a theatrical entertainment in Hong Kong harbor for some 200
invitees.
The hulk of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company’s steamer SS San Francisco, that had been built in NewYork and had foundered on December 23d off the coast of the Carolinas during its initial voyage toward San
Francisco when its engines broke down, on this day slipped beneath the waves.
TAPPAN FAMILY

In the afternoon Henry Thoreau led Lewis William Tappan, a young Transcendentalist friend of Waldo
Emerson and Ellery Channing to whom Thoreau had been introduced while living on Staten Island, down the
railroad tracks to see Heywood Brook, Fair Haven Bay, and Fair Haven Cliffs.

Jan. 6. Walked Tappan in P.M. down railroad to Heywood Brook, Fair Haven, and Cliffs.
At every post along the brook-side, and under almost every white pine, the snow strewn with the
scales and seeds of white pine cones left by the squirrels. They have sat on every post and dropped
them for a great distance, also acorn-shells. The surface of the snow was sometimes strewn with the
small alder scales, i.e. of catkins; also, here. and there, the large glaucous lichens (cetrarias?).
Showed Tappan a small shadbush, which interested him and reminded him of a greyhound, rising so
slender and graceful with its narrow buds above the snow. To return to the squirrels, I saw where
they had laid up a pitch pine cone in the fork of a rider in several places. Many marks of partridges,
and disturbed them on evergreens. A winter (?) gnat out on the hark of a pine. On Fair Haven we
slumped nearly a foot to the old ice. The partridges were budding on the Fair Haven orchard, and
flew for refuge to the wood, twenty minutes or more after sundown. There was a low, narrow, clear
segment of sky in the west at sunset, or just after (all the rest overcast), of the coppery yellow,
perhaps, of some of Gilpin’s pictures, all spotted coarsely with clouds like a leopard’s skin. I took
up snow in the tracks at dark, but could find no fleas in it then, though they were exceedingly
abundant before. Do they go into the snow at night? Frequently see a spider apparently stiff and dead
on snow.
In Vimont’s Jesuit Relation for 1642, he describes the customs of the Iroquois. As in the case of the
Hurons, everything is done by presents. The murderer and robber are restrained by the very defect
of justice, and because the community (his relations or tribe) whips itself for his fault. They must
appease the injured with costly presents. They make that he shall involve his friends in ruin along
with himself, and if he would injure any one, shall injure them too. By making it impossible for him
to do an injury without doing a greater injury than he wishes, they restrain him.
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January 8, Sunday morning, 1854: Aboard Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s far-eastern fleet, Court
Martial sentences were rendered for cases of disgraceful conduct.
Before his walk Henry Thoreau placed excerpts into his Fact Book from the Reverend William Gilpin’s
OBSERVATIONS ON THE COASTS OF HAMPSHIRE, SUSSEX, AND KENT, RELATIVE CHIEFLY TO PICTURESQUE
BEAUTY: MADE IN THE SUMMER OF THE YEAR 1774, and it is clear when he characterizes such an approach as
“superficial” and then explodes in outrage “And he a clergyman, ‘vicar of Boldre!’” — that his two-year inquiry
into British leisure-class hoity-toity aesthetic theorizing has definitively come to an end.

Jan. 8. Sunday. Gilpin, in his essay on the “Art of Sketching Landscape,” says: “When you
have finished your sketch therefore with Indian ink, as far as you propose, tinge the whole over with
some light horizon hue. It may be the rosy tint of morning; or the more ruddy one of evening; or it
may incline more to a yellowish, or a greyish cast.... By washing this tint over your whole drawing,
you lay a foundation for harmony.”
I have often been attracted by this harmonious tint in his and other drawings, and sometimes,
especially, have observed it in nature when at sunset I inverted my head. We love not so well the
landscape represented as in broad noon, but in a morning or evening twilight, those seasons when
the imagination is most active, the more hopeful or pensive seasons of the day. Our mood may then
possess the whole landscape, or be in harmony with it, as the hue of twilight prevails over the whole
scene. Are we more than crepuscular in our intellectual and spiritual life? Have we awakened to
broad noon? The morning hope is soon lost in what becomes the routine of the day, and we do not
recover ourselves again until we land on the pensive shores of evening, shores which skirt the great
western continent o£ the night. At sunset we look into the west. For centuries our thoughts fish those
grand banks that lie before the newfoundland, before our spirits take up their abode in that Hesperian
Continent to which these lie in the way.
P.M. – To the Spruce Swamp in front of J. Farmer’s. Can go across both rivers now. New routes are
more practicable. Stood within a rod of a downy woodpecker [Downy Woodpecker Picoides
pubescens] on an apple tree. How curious and exciting the blood-red spot on its hindhead! I ask why
it is there, but no answer is rendered by these snow-clad fields. It is so close to the bark I do not see
its feet. It looks behind as if it had on a black cassock open behind and showing a white undergarment
between the shoulders and down the back. It is briskly and incessantly tapping all round the dead
limbs, but rare twice in a place, as if to sound the tree and so see if it has any worm in it, or perchance
to start them. How much he deals with the bark of trees, all his life long tapping and inspecting it!
He it is that scatters those fragments of bark and lichens about on the snow at the base of trees. What
a lichenist he must be! Or rather, perhaps it is fungi makes his favorite study, for he deals most with
dead limbs. How briskly he glides up or drops himself down a limb, creeping round and round, and
hopping from limb to limb, and now flitting with a rippling sound of his wings to another tree!
The lower two-thirds of the white spruce has its branches retraced or turned downward, and then
curving upward at the extremities, as much as the white pine commonly slants upwards. Above it is
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so thick that you cannot see through it. All the black spruce that I know hereabouts stand on higher

land than this. Saw two squirrel-nests in the thick top of a spruce. It was a foot in diameter, of coarse
grass and bark fibres, with very thick bottom and sides and a scarcely distinguishable entrance, lined
with fine fibres of bark, probably inner bark of maple, very warm. Probably a red squirrel’s, for I
heard one winding up his clock. Many white pine cones had been eaten in the neighborhood.
Gilpin’s “Essay on Picturesque Beauty” is the key to all his writings. He says in the outset that he
does not mean to inquire “into the general sources of beauty,” but the questions which he proposes
to himself depend on the result of such an inquiry. He asks, first, “What is that quality in objects,
which particularly marks them as picturesque?” and answers “roughness,” assigning to that kind of
beauty which he makes the opposite to the picturesque the quality of “smoothness.” This last he
styles, too generally or exclusively, “the beautiful.” The beautiful, he says, cannot be painted; e.g.,
“A piece of Palladian architecture may be elegant in the last degree. The proportion of its parts —
the propriety of its ornaments — and the symmetry of the whole, may be highly pleasing. But if we
introduce it in a picture, it immediately becomes a formal object, and ceases to please. Should we
wish to give it picturesque beauty, we must use the mallet, instead of the chisel: we must beat down
one half of it, deface the other, and throw its mutilated members around in heaps. In short from a
smooth building we must turn it into a rough ruin.” I do not believe that the “beautiful” is not equally
beautiful in picture, that the beautiful statue for instance, however smooth, may not appear beautiful
when daguerreotyped or painted. In the case instanced he must use, the mallet either because the
building is not beautiful, or because lie cannot catch and render the spirit of its beauty. If there is the
same genius in the painter that there was in the architect, the painting will be beautiful too. The
smooth may be more difficult, but is not impossible, to be represented by picture. It is not the mere
roughness of the surface which makes the patriarchal head more interesting than that of a youth ever,
nor is this the reason why we “admire the Laocoön more than the Antinoüs,” for we do not admire
it more than the Apollo Belvidere.
True, there are many reasons why the painter should select the rough. It is easier to execute; lie can
do it more justice. In the case of the patriarchal head, those lines and wrinkles which man’s life has
produced his hand can better represent than the fullness and promise of infancy; and then, on the
whole, perhaps, we have more sympathy with performance than promise. The humble or sincere and
true is more commonly rough and weather-beaten, so that from association we prefer it. But will Mr.
Gilpin assert that the Venus and Apollo are not fit objects for painting? So we prefer the poor man’s
irregular garden for its sincerity and truth to the rich man’s formal and pretending parterres, and the
“worn-out cart-horse” to the pampered steed for similar reasons. Indeed “he does riot recommend
his art,” if he fails to fix the fleeting forms of the beautiful. The worn-out cart-horse is thought to be
more picturesque and admits “of being rendered with spirit,” because we can far more easily enter
into his spirit, whether as beholders or painters, — have more sympathy with it than with that of the
free horse of the prairie. Beside, what has the pampered coach-horse done to deserve our respect and
sympathy?
He defends the painter, first, by saying that “a free, bold touch is in itself pleasing,” and assuming to
too great an extent that the objects which he calls beautiful do not admit of being painted in this
touch, — but God used a free and bold touch when he created them, and so may the creative painter
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do when he paints them, — secondly, by saying that “the very essence of his art requires” that he
select the Picturesque for the sake of composition, variety, light and shade, and coloring.
But he is superficial. He goes not below the surface to account for the effect of form and color, etc.
For instance, he thus attempts to account for the fact that the pampered steed may be a picturesque
object. “Though the horse, in a rough state, as we have just observed, or worn down with labor, is
more adapted to the pencil than when his sides shine with brushing, and high feeding; yet in this
latter state also he is certainly a picturesque object. But it is not his smooth, and shining coat, that
makes him so. It is the apparent interruption of that smoothness by a variety of shades, and colors,
which produces the effect. Such a play of muscles appears, everywhere, through the fineness of his
skin, gently swelling, and sinking into each other — he is all over so lubricus aspici, the reflections
of light are so continually shifting upon him, and playing into each other, that the eye never considers
the smoothness of the surface; but is amused with gliding up, and down, among those endless
transitions, which in some degree, supply the room of roughness.” And this is the reason why a
pampered steed can be painted! Mark that there is not the slightest reference to the fact that this
surface, with its lights and shades, belongs to a horse and not to a bag of wind. The same reasoning
would apply equally well to one of his hind quarters hung bottom upwards in a butcher’s stall. This
comes of not inquiring “into the general sources of beauty.”
So I should answer that “the beauty of an old head” is not “greatly improved by the smoothness of
the bald pate” (if bald pates were rough they would do just as well), but it may be improved by the
associations which a bald pate suggests.
He fails to show why roughness is essential to the picturesque, because he does not go beneath the
surface.
To return to the horse, I should say that no arrangement of light and shade without reference to the
object, actual or suggested, so lit and shaded can interest us powerfully, any more than the paint itself
can charm us.
In the “Essay on Picturesque Travel,” after speaking of the objects of such travel, he treats of the way
in which “the mind is gratified by these objects.” He says: “we might begin in moral style, and
consider the objects of nature in a higher light than merely as amusement. We might observe, that a
search after beauty should naturally lead the mind to the great origin of all beauty,” etc. “But though
in theory this seems a natural climax, we insist the less upon it, as in fact we have scarce ground to
hope that every admirer of picturesque beauty is an admirer also of the beauty of virtue.” And he a
clergyman, “vicar of Boldre!” This is to give us the play of Hamlet with Hamlet’s part left out. But
there is no half way in this case that is not at the same time half true.
Again, as if that were true, which G. asserts in another essay, that “the eye, which has nothing to do
with moral sentiments, and is conversant only with visible forms, is disgusted,” etc., any more than
a telescope is disgusted! As if taste resided in the eye! As if the eye, which itself cannot see at all,
were conversant with surfaces! Yet he adds directly that “there is a still higher character in
landscapes than what arises from the uniformity of objects — and that is the power of furnishing
images analogous to the various feelings, and sensations of the mind.” Can good landscape have any
lower aim? But he says, “To convey however ideas of this kind is the perfection of the art: it requires
the splendor, and variety of colors; and is not to be attempted in such trivial sketches as these.” And
this is Dot modesty merely, but a low estimate of his own art. I might have said some pages back that
he allows that grandeur which is produced “by uniformity of color, and a long continuation of line,”
falls under the head of picturesque beauty, though he says that the idea of it is not easily caught.
The elegant Gilpin. I like his style and manners better than anything he says.
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January 14, Saturday, 1854: The Placer, California Herald copied from the Marysville Herald that new and
rich diggings had been discovered at Hesse’s Crossing. In one claim, 2 young men had been at work for 9
weeks. The 1st week’s work netted $91 and the production had steadily increased up to last week, when they
took out $500. “There are but few miners in that region at present.”
The fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry received letters from home by a mail steamer, that had been
written during November 1853, as his Powhatan got underway and stood out of the Hong Kong harbor with
the Lexington in tow, followed by the Mississippi towing the Southampton — and the Susquehanna departing
last with the Commodore aboard.
The New York State legislature passed “An Act for the Incorporation of Companies formed to Navigate the
Waters of Lake George by Steamboats.”
John Mitchel’s new paper, The Citizen, reviewed a lecture that had been delivered by Charles Lenox Remond
before the New-York Anti-Slavery Society at the Broadway Tabernacle. The gazette included also in this issue

a letter from James Haughton, asking that the editors by embracing the cause of abolitionism
“prove themselves true men,” and Mitchel reacted to this provocation in no uncertain terms, pointing out that
this correspondent already knew full well that the cause of negro emancipation was something that had always
been “distasteful” to him:
Others may exert themselves to gain justice and freedom for
Irish serfs; he [James Haughton], for his part, will stand by
the negroes, and scathe the cradle-plunderers.
The editor continued in no uncertain terms:
We are not abolitionists; no more abolitionists than Moses, or
Socrates, or Jesus Christ. We deny that it is a crime, or a
wrong, or even a peccadillo, to hold slaves, to buy slaves, to
keep slaves to their work by flogging or other needful coercion.
The editor continued by informing his audience that he, personally, wished that he owned some “good
plantation, well-stocked with healthy negroes, in Alabama.” Have no doubt about it: that would be in his
consideration a righteous thingie rather than a wicked thingie.
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Henry Thoreau was surprised to note by how much the river was swollen due to the Thursday rain. He received
a coat from the tailor and was dismayed by how he looked in it:

GOD IN CONCORD by Jane Langton © 1992

Viking Penguin

This is not the figure that I cut. This is the figure the
tailor cuts. That presumptuous and impertinent
fashion whispered in his ear, so that he heard
no word of mine.
Journal, January 14, 1854

H

omer Kelly was on his way to the barbershop. His wife
had told him he needed a haircut, and when he looked in
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Jan. 14. If the writers of the brazen age are most suggestive to thee, confine thyself to them,
and leave those of the Augustan age to dust and the bookworms. Was surprised this morning to see
how much the river was swollen by the rain of day before yesterday.
The channel, or river itself, is still covered with ice, but the meadows are broad sheets of dark-blue
water, contrasting with the white patches of snow still left. The ice on the river rises with the water
in this case, while it remains attached to the bottom by one edge on each side, and is heaved up and
cracked in consequence along the line of the willows, thus:—
All the water on the meadows lies over ice and snow. The other day I started a partridge [Ruffed
Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] from a sumach bush with berries on it, and to-day from a
barberry bush with berries. I suspect that they eat the berries of both.
Cato makes the vineyard of first importance to a farm; second, a well-watered garden; third, a willow
plantation (salictum); fourth, an olive-yard (oletum); fifth, a meadow or grass ground (?) (pratum);
sixth, a grain-field or tillage (?) (campus frumentarius); seventh, a copsewood (?) for fuel (?) (silva
cædua) (Varro speaks of planting and cultivating this); eighth, an arbustum (Columella says it is a
plantation of elms, etc., for vines to rest on) (arbustum); ninth, a wood that yields mast (glandaria
silva). He says elsewhere the arbustum yields ligna et virgae.
He says: “In earliest manhood the master of a family must study to plant his ground; as for building
he must think a long time about it (diu cogitare); he must not think about planting, but do it. When
he gets to be thirty-six years old, then let him build, if he has his ground planted. So build, that the
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villa may not have to seek the farm, nor the farm the villa.” This contains sound advice, as pertinent
now as ever.
As for farming implements, I do not see but the Romans had as great a variety as are now exhibited
in the Crystal Palace.
The master of a family must have in his rustic villa “cellam olcariam, vinariam, dolia rnulta, uti
lubeat caritatem exspectare, et rei et virtuti, et gloriae crit” (an oil and wine cellar, many casks, so
that it may be pleasant to expect hard times; it will be for his advantage, and virtue and glory).
This, too, to make farmers prudent and thrifty: “Cogitato quotannis tempestates magnas venire, et
oleam dejicere solere” (Consider that great tempests come every year, and the olive is wont to fall).
The steward must not lend seed for sowing, etc. He may have two or three families of whom to
borrow and to whom to lend and no more.
I just had a coat come home from the tailor’s. Ah me! Who am I that should wear this coat? It was
fitted upon one of the devil’s angels about my size. Of what use that in measuring of me if he did not
measure my character, but only the breadth of my shoulders, as it were a peg to hang it on. This is
not the figure that I cut. This is the figure the tailor cuts. That presumptuous and impertinent fashion
whispered in his ear, so that he heard no word of mine. As if I had said, “Not my will, O Fashion,
but thine be done.” We worship not the Parcæ, nor the Graces, but Fashion, offspring of Proteus and
Vanessa, of Whim and Vanity. She spins and weaves and cuts with the authority of the Fates. Oh,
with what delight I could thrust a spear through her vitals or squash her under my heel! Every village
might well keep constantly employed a score of knights to rid it of this monster. It changes men into
bears or monkeys with a single wave of its wand. The head monkey at Paris, Count D’Orsay, put on
the traveller’s cap, and now all the monkeys in the world do the same thing. He merely takes the
breadth of my shoulders and proceeds to fit the garment to Puck, or some other grotesque devil of
his acquaintance to whom he has sold himself.
I despair of ever getting anything quite simple and honest done in this world by the help of men.
They would have to be passed through a powerful press, à la cider-mill, that their old notions might
be thoroughly squeezed out of them, and it would be some time before they would get upon their
legs again. Then undoubtedly there would be some one with a maggot in his head, offspring of an
egg deposited there nobody knows when; fire does not kill these things, and you would have lost
your labor. I could cry, if it were not for laughing.
“If you have done one thing late, you will do all your work late,” says Cato to the farmer. They raised
a sallow (salicem) to tie vines with. Ground subject to fogs is called nebulosus. They made a cheap
wine of poor grapes, called vinum praeliganeum, for the laborers to drink. (So our farmers give their
men rum or weak cider.)
Oxen “must have muzzles [or little baskets, fiscellas], that they may not go in quest of grass (ne
herbam sectentur) when they plow.”
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January 21, Saturday, 1854: John Mitchel responded in The Citizen to the Reverend Henry Ward Beecher’s
sermon against him, by referring to Beecher as “his reverence” and promising that in his eventual response he
meant “not only to parry but to thrust.”
The fleet of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry came to anchor near the island of Okinawa in the Nansei,
or Ryukyu, Islands, at Naha, Lew Chew.
Phantasie op.131 for violin and orchestra by Robert Schumann was performed for the initial time, in Hannover.
Joseph Joachim was the soloist.
Henry Thoreau wrote to H.G.O. Blake in Worcester, telling him that he would visit on Monday.

To: H.G.O. Blake
From: HDT
Date: 1/21/54
Concord Jan 21st ’54
Mr Blake,
My coat is at last
done, and my mother & sister allow
that I am so far in a condition
to go abroad. I feel as if I had gone
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abroad the moment I put it on. It is,
as usual a production strange to
me the wearer, invented by some Count
D’Orsay, and the maker of it was not
acquainted with any of my real depressions
or elevations. He only measured a peg
to hang it on, and might have made
the loop big enough to go over my
head. It requires a not quite innocent indifference not to say insolence to wear it. Ah, the process by which
we get our coats is not what it
should be. Though the church declares it righteous & its priest pardons
me, my own Good Genius tells
me that it is hasty & coarse & false.
I expect a time when, or rather an
integrity by which a man will get
his coat as honestly, and as perfectly fitting as a tree its bark. Now
<<lines missing at bottom of xerox>>
our garments are typical of our con[ ]
Page 2
formity to the world, i. e.
of the Devil — & to some extent react on
us and poison us like that shirt which
Hercules put on.
I think to come & see you next week on monday,
if nothing hinders. I have just returned
from Court at Cambridge, whither I was
called as a witness, having surveyed a
water-privelege about which there
is a dispute since you were here.
Ah! what foreign countries there
are, greater in extent than the U. S. or
Russia, and with no more souls to a
square mile — stretching away on every side
from every human being with whom you
have no sympathy. Their humanity affects me
as simply monstrous. Rocks — earth — brute
beasts comparatively are not so strange
to me. When I sit in the parlors or kitchens
of some with whom my business brings

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
me — I was going to say in contact —
(business, like misery, makes strange bedfellows) I feel a sort of awe and as
forlorn as if I were cast away on
a desolate shore — I think of Riley’s
Narrative & his suffering. You y who roared
like a merlin with your mate through
the realms of ether — in the presence of the
unlike drop at once to earth a mere
amorphus
<<lines missing at bottom of xerox>>
squab — divested of your air
inflated pinions. (By the way, excuse
Page 3
this writing, for I am using the stub
of the last feather I chance to possess —) You travel on, however, through
this dark & desert world, you see in the
distance an intelligent & sympathizing
lineament, — the stars come forth in the
dark & oases appear in the desert.
But (to return to the subject of coats), we
are well nigh smothered under yet more fatal
coats, which do not fit us, our whole lives long.
Consider the cloak that our employment
or station is — how rarely men treat each
other for what in their true & naked characters they are — How we use & tolerate pretension;
how the judge is clothed with dignity which
does not belong to him, and the trembling
witness with humility as that does not
belong to him, and the criminal perchance with shame or impudence which
no more belong to him — It does not matter
so much then what is the fashion of
the cloak with which we cloak these
cloaks. Change the coat — put the
judge in the criminal box & the criminal
on the bench, and you might think that
you had changed the men.
No doubt the thinnest of all cloaks is
it is sleazy & frays out conscious deception, or lies, it is not close
^ woven like cloth — but its meshes are a coarse
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net-work. A man can afford to lie only
at the intersection of the threads, but truth
<<lines missing at bottom of xerox>>
puts in the filling & makes a consistent stuff.
Page 4
I mean merely to suggest how much the
station affects the demeanor & self-respectability
of the parties, & that the difference between the
judge’s coat of cloth & the criminal[’s]
is insignificant compared with — or only
partially significant of — the difference
between the coats which their respective
stations permit[s] them to wear —. What airs
the judge may put on over his coat which
the criminal may not! The judge’s opinion (sententia) of the criminal sentences him
& is read by the clerk of the court, & published to the world, & executed by the sheriff —
but the criminal’s opinion of the judge
has the weight of a sentence & is published
& executed only in the supreme court of
the universe — a court not of common
pleas. How much juster is the one than
the other? Men are continually sentencing
each other, but whether we be judges or
criminals, the sentence is ineffectual unless
we condemn ourselves.
I am glad to hear that I
do not always limit your vision
when you look this way — that you
sometimes see the light through me,
that I am here & there windows &
not all dead wall. Might not
the community sometimes petition a
man to remove himself as a [nuiisance]
a darkener of the day — a too large
<<lines missing from bottom of xerox>>
mote?
H.D.T.
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Bronson Alcott returned home from his Western lecture tour. Almost immediately upon his return, he joined
the Committee of Vigilance headed by the white-supremacist Reverend Theodore Parker:
Perhaps blood is to be spilt to rescue the nation from
slavery and bring these desperate conservatives to
sanity. A retribution is not far off. Let it come.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 21ST]

January 22, Sunday, 1854: Birth of the Reverend John Stetson Barry and Louisa Young Barry’s 4th child,
Esther Stetson Barry, who would become a teacher and a clerk.
William Speiden, Jr. of the flotilla of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry visited friends in Okinawa,
including Usesato, a local resident, and Elizabeth Bettelheim, wife of Church of England missionary the
Reverend Doctor Bettelheim.

Jan. 22nd 54 Saw Jan 20th some tree sparrows [American Tree Sparrow Spizella
arborea] in the yard Ones or twice of late I have seen the mother-o’-pearl tints & rain-bow flocks
in the western sky– The usual time is when the air is clear & pretty cool, about an hour before
sundown Yesterday I saw a very permanent specimen like a long knife-handle of mother of pearl
very pale with an interior blue. & rosaceous tinges. Methinks the summer sky never exhibits this so
finely.
When I was at Cs the other evening, he punched his cat with the poker because she purred too loud
for him.
R. Rice says he saw a white owl [Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca White Owl] 2 or 3 weeks since.
Harris told me on the 19th ult that he had never found the snow flea–
No 2d snowstorm in the winter can be so fair & interesting as the 1st. Last night was very windy —
& today I see the dry oak leaves collected in thick beds in the little hollows of the snow-crust —
these later falls of the leaf–
A fine freezing rain on the night of the 19th ult produced a hard crust on the snow — which was but
three inches deep & would not bear.

[Transcript]

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
ELLERY CHANNING

CAT
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January 23, Monday, 1854: Ellen Taylor Russell was born to Mary Ellen “Nellie” Taylor Russell and Thomas
Russell.
The clipper Red Jacket under master Asa Eldridge arrived from New-York harbor in order to get its bottom
coppered in Liverpool. It had arrived dockside in but 13 days, 1 hour, and 25 minutes.
Visiting the capital of the Ryukyu Kingdom, Shuri, William Speiden, Jr. of the flotilla of Commodore Matthew
Calbraith Perry was surprised at the contrast it offered with other parts of Okinawa.
Henry Thoreau left at noon to visit H.G.O. Blake in Worcester.

Jan. 23. Love tends to purify and sublime itself. It mortifies and triumphs over the flesh, and
the bond of its union is holiness.
The increased length of the days is very observable of late. What is a winter unless you have risen
and gone abroad frequently before sunrise and by starlight? Varro speaks of what he calls, I believe,
before-light (antelucana) occupations in winter, on the farm. Such are especially milking, in this
neighborhood.63
If one may judge from Josselyn, they began to be weather-wise very early in New England. He says:
“The obscuring of the smaller stars is a certain sign of tempests approaching.... The resounding of
the sea from the shore, and murmuring of the winds [sic in Josselyn] in the woods without apparent
wind, sheweth wind to follow.... The redness of the sky in the morning, is a token of winds, or rain,
or both,” etc., etc. “If the white hills look clear and conspicuous, it is a sign of fair weather; if black
and cloudy, of rain; if yellow, it is a certain sign of snow shortly to ensue,” etc. Vide his “Two
Voyages.” He speaks of “the Earth-nut bearing a princely flower, the beautiful leaved Pirola,” etc. Is
n’t this the glossy-leaved wintergreen?
At noon, go to Worcester.

63. Speaking of the rustic villa, you must see that the kitchen is convenient, “because some things are done there in the winter before
daylight (antelucanis temporibus); food is prepared and taken.” In the study are not some things to be done before daylight, and a
certain food to be prepared there?
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January 25, Wednesday, 1854: The flotilla of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry experimented with a new
oven and found that 100 pounds of flour yielded 39 loaves of bread weighing a total of 106 pounds. These
loaves were distributed to officers’ messes and to the sick, aboard the various ships.
The day was so cold that Henry Thoreau’s driver in Worcester, Massachusetts mentioned that, although he
drove in the mornings, he did not wear gloves or mittens — except that very morning. “He had a very large
hand, one of his fingers as big as three of mine. But this morning he had to give up.” Thoreau returned to
Concord at noon.

Judge Alexander Hamilton formally deferred implementation of the negative ruling of the Missouri Supreme
Court, that the Scotts still were enslaved, pending an opportunity for the US Supreme Court determine whether
or not it desired to intercede in the case.
DRED SCOTT
HARRIET ROBINSON SCOTT
MRS. IRENE EMERSON
Lucy Stone delivered a lecture at the Reverend Henry Ward Beecher’s Tabernacle, suggesting that no matter
how contemptuous the abolitionists were of such a person as Mitchel, “the slaveholders themselves” would
“dump on him more contempt” even than that. John Mitchel was in the gallery to hear himself being
denounced by a woman from the pulpit, and commented afterward that not having ever experienced before a
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woman speaking in such a manner in public, he had been surprised to find himself “listening with respectful
attention, for more than an hour.” He found Lucy “very intelligent” and “unaffected” and “young.” He had
attended this meeting, he said, for the good of his health, “as a Russian after a hot bath goes out and rolls
himself in the snow.”

At the 22nd Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, William Lloyd Garrison proposed,
and the meeting accepted, a resolution that “John Mitchel has revealed himself to be a braggart patriot, and a
thoroughly unprincipled man, utterly recreant to all his professions of liberty.” (Mitchel would respond that if
he was a “braggart patriot,” Garrison was an “ass.” Then Wendell Phillips took the floor, and characterized
Mitchel as being a product of “British tyranny,” from whom the life had been crushed through its persecution.
The British “had sent him to us, the poorest and meanest Slave he had ever heard of.”

Jan. 25. At noon return to Concord.
A very cold day.
Satin a man in Worcester this morning who took a pride in never wearing gloves or mittens. Drives
in the morning. Said he succeeded by keeping his arm and wrist well covered. He had a large hand,
one of his fingers as big as three of mine. But this morning he had to give up. The 22d, 23d, 24th,
and 25th of this month have been the coldest spell of weather this winter.
Clear and cold and windy.
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January 29, Sunday, morning, 1854: The steamer Columbia delivered the Kip family to its California
destination, the community of San Francisco.
William Speiden, Jr. of the flotilla of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry and a friend Arthur Sinclair, Jr., a
captain’s clerk from the Supply, made the serious social blunder, seemingly to the amusement of the natives,
of engaging local children in play-marching — until this provoked an intervention.
It was 18 below zero, Fahrenheit. In Boston, the Reverend Alexander Young preached his last sermon (because
soon after, he would catch a cold that would turn into pleurisy). In Concord, Henry Thoreau stayed home and
read Marcus Terentius Varro.

Jan. 29. A very cold morning. Thermometer, or mercury, 18° below zero.
Varro says that gluma seems to be a glubendo because the grain is shelled from its follicle
(deglubitur). Arista, the beard of grain, is so called because it dries first (quod arescit prima). The
grain, granum, is a gerendo, for this is the object of planting, that this maybe borne. “But the spica
(or ear), which the rustics call speca, as they have received it from their forefathers, seems to be
named from spes (hope), since they plant because they hope that this will be hereafter (cam enim
quod sperant fore).”
The village is the place to which the roads tend, a sort of expansion of the highway, as a, lake of a
river, the thoroughfare and ordinary of travellers, a trivial or quadrivial place. It is the body of which
roads are the arms and legs. It is from the Latin villa, which, together with via (a way), or more
anciently vea and vella, Varro derives from veho (to carry), because the villa is the place to and from
which things are carried. The steward or overseer of the villa was a vilicus, and those who got their
living by teaming (?) (vecturis) were said vellaturam facere. And whence the Latin vilis and our
word villain (?). The inhabitants are way-worn by the travel that goes by and over them without
travelling themselves.
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February 1854: The US naval force under the command of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry that had
landed in Nagasaki in 1853, at this point returned to Japanese waters, this time with 7 ships (4 sailing vessels
and 3 steamships) and 1,600 men, demanding that they were going to open trade with Japan or know the reason
why. After a standoff, the Commodore would be able to land and begin peace and trade talks on March 8th,
1854. Nakahama Manjiro, known to us as John Manjiro, was granted a rather minor samurai title and given
the family name of Nakahama, after the village Nakanohama in which he had grown up, and was employed as
an interpreter for the Shogunate in dealing with Commodore Matthew Perry’s “four black ships.”

JOHN MANJIRO
As Nakahama Manjiro he would teach naval science, ship-building, and navigation.
Aboard the USS Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, or on the beach, a trade treaty to be known as the
Treaty of Kanagawa was signed with a Japanese delegation. The Japanese put on a demonstration of sumo
wrestling and in return the American sailors gave a minstrel show starring “Bones” and “Tambourine”
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(the Japanese fascination with black Americans, noticeable even today, began here).

ME HAPPY SO ME SING
THE

MINSTREL SHOW

By the way, this was the year in which, back home, Stephen Collins Foster was writing “Jeannie With the Light
Brown Hair.”
I dream of Jeanie with the light brown hair,
Borne, like a vapor, on the summer air;
I see her tripping where the bright streams play,
Happy as the daisies that dance on her way.
Many were the wild notes her merry voice would pour,
Many were the blithe birds that warbled them o'er:
Oh! I dream of Jeanie with the light brown hair,
Floating, like a vapor, on the soft summer air.
I long for Jeanie with the daydawn smile,
Radiant in gladness, warm with winning guile;
I hear her melodies, like joys gone by,
Sighing round my heart o’er the fond hopes that die:Sighing like the night wind and sobbing like the rain,Wailing for the lost one that comes not again:
Oh! I long for Jeanie, and my heart bows low,
Never more to find her where the bright waters flow.
I sigh for Jeanie, but her light form strayed
Far from the fond hearts round her native glade;
Her smiles have vanished and her sweet songs flown,
Flitting like the dreams that have cheered us and gone.
Now the nodding wild flowers may wither on the shore
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While her gentle fingers will cull them no more:
Oh! I sigh for Jeanie with the light brown hair,
Floating, like a vapor, on the soft summer air.

POPULAR SONGS
Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for February 1854 (æt. 36)

February 1, Wednesday, 1854: Railroad passengers rode on narrow gauge tracks for the 1st time, between
Buffalo, New York and Erie, Pennsylvania.
HISTORY OF RR
The U.S. Marine guard of the flotilla of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry engaged in drills on the
Okinawa shore (we have no preserved record of whether these island foreigners were in any way impressed or
intimidated).
Professor Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote in his JOURNAL
INTIME: “A walk. The atmosphere incredibly pure, a warm caressing gentleness in the sunshine — joy in one’s
whole being. Seated motionless upon a bench on the Tranchées, beside the slopes clothed with moss and
tapestried with green, I passed some intense delicious moments, allowing great elastic waves of music, wafted
to me from a military band on the terrace of St. Antoine, to surge and bound through me. Every way I was
happy, as idler, as painter, as poet. Forgotten impressions of childhood and youth came back to me — all those
indescribable effects wrought by color, shadow, sunlight, green hedges, and songs of birds, upon the soul just
opening to poetry. I became again young, wondering, and simple, as candor and ignorance are simple. I
abandoned myself to life and to nature, and they cradled me with an infinite gentleness. To open one’s heart
in purity to this ever pure nature, to allow this immortal life of things to penetrate into one’s soul, is at the same
time to listen to the voice of God. Sensation may be a prayer, and self-abandonment an act of devotion.”
Henry Thoreau continued with extensive surveys of the Bedford Road begun in July 1853 which show the
Middlesex Agricultural Society, Reuben Brown’s farm with its Sleepy Hollow (the region that would become
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery), and all of the existing houses to the Charles Gordon and William Pedrick farms on
Old Bedford Road to Bedford.

View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
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http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/94a.htm

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 1ST]

February 3, Friday, 1854: William Speiden, Jr. was with the landing party that accompanied Commodore
Perry on his visit to the Prince Regent at the palace at Shuri. He noted in his journal that the Prince Regent of
Lew Chew, Sho Tai, being still but a small child, actually it was his Regent with whom the Commodore was
meeting (Sho Tai would serve as the last King of the Ryukyu Kingdom, which would end with the creation in
1879 of the Okiwana Prefecture).
Henry Thoreau mused about the attractions of the Hollowell Farm he had once schemed to purchase:

Feb. 3. A driving snow-storm again.
The attractions of the Hollowell Farm were; its complete retirement, being at least two miles from
the village, half a mile from any neighbor, and separated from the highway by a broad field; its
bounding on the river; the pleasing ruin of the house and barn; the hollow and lichen-covered apple
trees gnawed by rabbits; above all the recollection I had of it from my earliest voyages up the river,
when the house was concealed behind a dense grove of red maples, which then stood between it and
the river, through which I once heard the house-dog bark; and in general the slight improvements
that had been made upon it. These were the motives that swayed, though I did not mention there to
the proprietor. To enjoy these things I was ready to carry it on and do all those things which I now
see had no other motive or excuse but that I might pay for it and be unmolested in my possession of
it; though I knew all the while that it would yield the most abundant crop of the kind I wanted if I
could only afford to let it alone. Though it afforded no western prospect, the dilapidated fences were
picturesque. I was in some haste to buy, before the proprietor finished getting out some rocks, cutting
down sonic hollow apple trees, and grubbing up some voting birches which had sprung up in the
pasture, all which in my eyes very much enhanced its value.
Varro speaks of two kinds of pigeons, one of which was wont to alight “on the (columinibus villae)
columns of a villa (a quo appellatae columbae), from which they were called columbae, which on
account of their natural timidity (summa loca in tectis captant) delight in the highest places on the
roofs (?) (or under cover?).”
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

February 12, Sunday, 1854: Robert Schumann was suffering constant hallucinations, hearing heavenly
instruments and J.S. Bach’s “Ein feste Burg.”
William Speiden, Jr. reported that the Mississippi, Lexington, and Vandalia were at anchor in the Bay of Hawat-su. The US frigates had come upon the Macedonian aground there and came to her aid, hauling off with
steam power and towing her to safe anchorage.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked on the ice and snow of the river to the mouth of Swamp Bridge Brook,
and there put on his skates and skated to Pantry Brook.
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Feb. 12: Another cold morning. The patches of snow-fleas on the ice are now much reduced,
but still, when I kneel and breathe on them, they begin to skip, though the last two nights and all day
yesterday have been severely cold. They look like little patches of rust on the ice.
At first, in clear cold weather, we may be walking on dry snow, which we cronch with squeaking
sound under our feet. Then comes a thaw, and we slump about in slosh half a foot deep. Then. in a
single night, the surface of the earth is all dried and stiffened, and we stagger over the rough, frozen
ground and ice on which it is torture to walk. It becomes quite a study how a man will shoe himself
for a winter. For outdoor life in winter, I use three kinds of shoes or boots: first and chiefly, for the
ordinary dry snows or bare ground, cowhide hoots; secondly, for shallow thaws, half-shoe depth, and
spring weather, light boots and india-rubbers; third, for the worst sloshy weather, about a week in
the year, india-rubber boots.
P.M. —Skate to Pantry Brook.
Put on skates at mouth of Swamp Bridge Brook. The ice appears to be nearly two inches thick. There
are many rough places where the crystals are very coarse, and the old ice on the river (for I spoke of
a new ice since the freshet) is uneven and covered, more or less, with the scales of a thin ice whose
water is dried up. In some places, where the wind has been strong, the foam is frozen into great
concentric ridges, over which with an impetus I dash. It is hobbling and tearing work.
Just beyond the bathing-place, I see the wreck of an ice-fleet, which yesterday morning must have
been very handsome. It reminds me of a vast and crowded fleet of sloops with large slanting sails all
standing to the north. These sails are, some of them, the largest specimens of the leaf-structure in ice

that I have seen, eight or nine inches long. Perhaps this structure is more apparent now they have
wasted so much. Their bases can be seen continuing quite through the level ice which has formed
about them, as if the wind and waves, breaking up a thin ice, had held it in that position while it froze
in.
One accustomed to glide over a boundless and variegated ice floor like this cannot be much attracted
by tessellated floors and mosaic work. I skate over a thin ice all tessellated, so to speak, or in which
you see the forms of the crystals as they shot. This is separated by two or three feet of water from
the old ice resting; on the meadow. The water, consequently, is not dark, as when seen against a
muddy bottom, but a clear yellow, against which the white air-bubbles in and under the ice are very
conspicuous.
Landed at Fair Haven hill. I was not aware till I came out how pleasant a day it was. It was very cold
this morning, and I have been putting [on] wood in vain to warm my chamber, and lo! I come forth,
and surprised to fired it warm and pleasant. There is very little wind, here under Fair Haven
especially. I begin to dream of summer even. I take off my mittens.
Here is a little hollow which, for a short time every spring, gives passage to the melting snow, and
it was consequently wet there late into the spring. I remember well when a few little alder hushes,
encouraged by the moisture, first sprang up in it. They now make a perfect little grove, fifteen feet
high, and maybe half a dozen rods long, with a rounded outline, as if they were one mass of moss,
with the wrecks of ferns in their midst and the sweet-fern about its edge. And so, perchance, a swamp
is beginning to he formed. The shade and the decaying vegetation may at last produce a spongy soil,
which will supply a constant rill. Has not something like this been the history of the alder swamp
and brook a little further along? True, the first is on a small scale and rather elevated, part way up
the hill; and ere long trout begin to glance in the brook, where first was merely a course for melted
snow which turned the dead grass-blades all one way, — which combed the grassy tresses down the
hill.
This is a glorious winter afternoon. The clearness of a winter day is not impaired, while the air is still
and you feel a direct heat from the sun. It is not like the relenting of a thaw with a southerly wind.
There is a bright sheen from the snow, and the ice booms a little from time to time. On those parts
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of the Trill Which are bare, I see the radical leaves of the buttercup, mouse-ear, and the thistle.
Especially do gray rocks or cliffs with a southwest exposure attract us now, where there is warmth
and dryness. The gray color is nowhere else so agreeable tows as in these rocks in the sun in this
season, where I hear the trickling of water under great ice organ-pipes. What a floor it is I glide thus
swiftly over! It is a study for the slowest walker. See the shells of countless air-bubbles within and
beneath it, some a yard or two in diameter. Beneath they are crowded together from the size of a
dollar downward. They give the ice a white-spotted or freckled appearance. Specimens of every coin
(numismata) from the first minting downward. I hear the pond faintly boom or mutter in a low voice,
promising another spring; to the fishes. I saw yesterday deeply scalloped oak leaves which had sunk
nearly an inch into the ice of Walden, making a perfect impression of their forms, on account of the
heat then absorbed. Their route is thus downward to dust again, through water and snow and ice and
every obstacle. This thick meadow ice with yellow water under it yields a remarkable hollow sound,
like a churn, as I rip over it, as if it were about to give way under me, — some of that gong-like roar
which I have described c1sewhere, — the ice being tense. I crossed the road at Bidens Brook. here
the smooth ice was dusty (from the road) a great distance, and I thought it would dull my skates.
To make a perfect winter day like this, you have a clear, sparkling air, with a sheen from the snow,
sufficient cold, little or no wind; and the warmth must come directly from the sun. It must not be a
thawing warmth. The tension of nature must not be relaxed. The earth must be resonant if bare, and
you hear the lisping tinkle of chickadees from time to time and the unrelenting steel-cold scream of
a jay [Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata], unmelted, that never flows into a song, a sort of wintry
trumpet, screaming cold; hard, tense, frozen music, like the winter sky itself; in the blue livery of
winter’s band.64 It is like a flourish of trumpets in the winter sky. There is no hint of incubation in
the jay’s scream. Like the creak of a cart-wheel. There is no cushion for sounds now. They tear our
ears.
I frequently see three or four old white birches standing together on the edge of a pond or meadow,
and am struck by the pleasing manner in which they will commonly be grouped, — how they spread
so as must to make room for each other, and make an agreeable impression on the eye. Methinks
I have seen groups of three in different places arranged almost exactly alike. I saw these near Lily

64. William M. White’s version of the journal entry is:

To make a perfect winter day like this,
You must have a clear, sparkling air,
With a sheen from the snow,
Sufficient cold,
Little or no wind;
And the warmth must come directly from the sun.
It must not be a thawing warmth.
The tension of nature must not be relaxed.
The earth must be resonant if bare,
And you hear the lisping tinkle of chickadees
From time to time
And the unrelenting steel-cold scream of a jay,
Unmelted,
That never flows into a song,
A sort of wintry trumpet, screaming cold;
Hard, tense, frozen music,
Like the winter sky itself;
In the blue livery of winter’s band.
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Bay: the third upright one is lapped over and partly twined round the middle one at base.

Returning, I overhauled a muskrat-house by Bidens Brook. For want of other material, it was
composed of grass, flags, and in a great measure (half) of twigs and sticks, mostly sweet-gale, both
dead and alive, and roots, from six inches to two feet in length. These were, in fact, the principal
material of it, and it was a large one, two feet above the ice. — I was surprised to find that these
sticks, both green and dead, had, the greater part of them, been gnawed off by the rat, — and some
were nearly half an inch in diameter. They were cut off, not at a right angle with a smooth cut, but
by successive cuts, smooth as with a knife, across, at the same time bending the twig down, which
produced a sloping and, so to speak, terraced surface.

I did not know before that they resembled the beaver in this respect also. It was chiefly the sweetgale thus cut, commonly the top left on, two feet long, but sometimes cut off six inches long, thus:

The bottom of its chamber was barely raised above the water, and the roof was hung with icicles
from rain or frost. The sun being low, I see as I skate, reflected from the surface of the ice, flakes of
rainbow somewhat like cobwebs, where the great slopes of the crystallization fall at the right angle,
six inches or a foot across, but at so small an angle with the horizon that they had seemed absolutely
flat and level before. Think of this kind of mosaic and tessellation for your floor! A floor made up

of surfaces not absolutely level, — though level to the touch of the feet and to the noonday eye, —
composed of crystals variously set, but just enough inclined to reflect the colors of the rainbow when
the sun gets low.
See where a muskrat yesterday brought up clams through a hole in the ice over the middle of the
river, and left their great violet-tinted shells on the edge of the ice. Sometimes they break the hinge.
Cold as this morning has been, I find the water, as usual, overflowing the ice along the shore and
about the willows and button-bushes. Apparently when the river freezes up thus tensely, the ice
compresses it, and where the ice is held down near the shore and by the bushes, not being able to rise
when the sun comes to warm the water, it bursts out and overflows in such places even in very cold
weather. At last, in warmer weather still, it is difficult to get on or off on this account. The pond does
not thunder every night, and I do not learn its law, exactly. I cannot tell surely where to expect its
thundering, for it feels scarcely perceptible changes in the weather. Who would have suspected so
large and cold and thick-skinned a thing to be so sensitive. Yet it has its law to which [it] thunders
obedience when it should, as surely as the buds expand in the spring. For the earth is all alive and
covered with feelers of sensation, papillæ. The hardest and largest rock, the broadest ocean, is as
sensitive to atmospheric changes as the globule of mercury in its tube. Though you may perceive no
difference in the weather, the pond does. So the alligator and the turtle, with quakings of the earth,
come out of the mud.
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WALDEN: The phenomena of the year take place every day in a pond
on a small scale. Every morning, generally speaking, the shallow
water is being warmed more rapidly than the deep, though it may
not be made so warm after all, and every evening it is being
cooled more rapidly until the morning. The day is an epitome of
the year. The night is the winter, the morning and evening are
the spring and fall, and the noon is the summer. The cracking and
booming of the ice indicate a change of temperature. One pleasant
morning after a cold night, February 24th, 1850, having gone to
Flint’s pond to spend the day, I noticed with surprise, that when
I struck the ice with the head of my axe, it resounded like a gong
for many rods around, or as if I had struck on a tight drum-head.
The pond began to boom about an hour after sunrise, when it felt
the influence of the sun’s rays slanted upon it from over the
hills; it stretched itself and yawned like a waking man with a
gradually increasing tumult, which was kept up three or four
hours. It took a short siesta at noon, and boomed once more toward
night, as the sun was withdrawing his influence. In the right
stage of the weather a pond fires its evening gun with great
regularity. But in the middle of the day, being full of cracks,
and the air also being less elastic, it had completely lost its
resonance, and probably fishes and muskrats could not then have
been stunned by a blow on it. The fishermen say that the
“thundering of the pond” scares the fishes and prevents their
biting. The pond does not thunder every evening, and I cannot tell
surely when to expect its thundering; but though I may perceive
no difference in the weather, it does.

WALDEN: Every incident connected with the breaking up of the
rivers and ponds and the settling of the weather is particularly
interesting to us who live in a climate of so great extremes. When
the warmer days come, they who dwell near the river hear the ice
crack at night with a startling whoop as loud as artillery, as if
its icy fetters were rent from end to end, and with in a few days
see it rapidly going out. So the alligator comes out of the mud
with quakings of the earth.
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February 13, Monday, 1854: The squadron of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry moved up Edo Bay, with
the Susquehanna, Powhatan, and Mississippi towing the Lexington, Vandalia, and Macedonian. William
Speiden, Jr. went on deck and sighted Mount Fuji covered in snow. The squadron reached anchor near Uraga,
where Japanese authorities boarded the Powhatan and Captain of the Fleet Henry A. Adams engaged in
cultural exchange.
Henry Thoreau walked to Walden Pond at 7 AM to skate. In the afternoon the snow prevented further skating.

Feb. 13: Monday. 7 A.M. — To Walden.
A warm morning, overcast. The ice does not ring when I strike it with an axe. Tried to drive a stake
in two places outside a wood, but found it frozen. Failed also in two places within the wood, but
succeeded in a third.
P.M. — It snows again, spoiling the skating, which has lasted only one day. I do not remember the
winter when the ice remained uncovered a week.
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February 14, Tuesday, 1854: Bürger-Ball-Polka op.145 by Johann Baptist Strauss II was performed for the
initial time, in the Redoutensaal, Vienna. Also premiered was Strauss’ Musen-Polka op.147.
Louis Moreau Gottschalk arrived in Havana for a concert tour.
When Japanese officials visiting the Powhatan expressed their appreciation for the terms of President Millard
Fillmore’s letter asking for greater cooperation between the nations on matters of interaction and trade,
according to William Speiden, Jr. they also commented that although our “President’s letter said that we had
come for amiable purposes,” they were noticing that peculiarly we never acceded to any of their requests.
Then, when the Americans requested permission to survey the bay and erect signal staffs on shore, the
Japanese delegation courteously responded that they hoped the Americans would refrain from any such
surveying until preliminary negotiations regarding the presidential letter had been completed. Um....
In the afternoon, Henry Thoreau walked down the railroad tracks and noted that the telegraph’s aeolian harp
was resounding at every post. “It is a harp with one string, –the first strain from the American lyre.” Here are
the sorts of insulating hooks from which the wires of this period most likely were being hung from the
telegraph posts:
AEOLIAN HARP

On this day and the following one Sam Houston was delivering a major speech on the floor of the US Senate,
opposing the Kansas/Nebraska Bill.

Feb. 14. P.M. — Down railroad.
A moist, thawing, cloudy afternoon, preparing to rain.
The telegraph resounds at every post. It is a harp with one string, — the first strain from the
American lyre. In Stow’s wood, by the Deep Cut, hear the gnah gnah of the white-breasted, blackcapped nuthatch [White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis (White-bellied Nuthatch)]. I went
up the bank and stood by the fence. A little family of titmice [Chicadee, Black-capped Parus
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atricapillus (Titmouse, Titmice)] gathered about me, searching for their food both on the ground and
on the trees, with great industry and intentness, and now and then pursuing each other. There were
two nuthatches at least, talking to each other. One hung with his head down on a large pitch pine,
pecking the bark for a long time, — leaded blue above, with a black cap and white breast. It uttered
almost constantly a faint but sharp quivet or creak, difficult to trace home, which appeared to be
answered by a baser and louder gnah gnah from the other. A downy woodpecker [Downy
Woodpecker Picoides pubescens] also, with the red spot on his hind head and his cassock open
behind, showing his white robe, kept up an incessant loud tapping on another pitch pine. All at once
an active little brown creeper [Brown Creeper Certhia americana] makes its appearance,
a small, rather slender bird, with a long tail and sparrow-colored back, and white beneath.
It commences at the bottom of a tree and glides up very rapidly, then suddenly darts to the bottom
of a new tree and repeats the same movement, not resting long in one place or on one tree. These
birds are all feeding and flitting along together, but the chickadees are the most numerous and the
most confiding. I observe that three of the four thus associated, viz. the chickadee, nuthatch, and
woodpecker, have black crowns, at least the first two, very conspicuous black caps. I cannot but
think that this sprightly association and readiness to burst into song has to do with the prospect of
spring, — more light and warmth and thawing weather. The titmice keep up an incessant faint
tinkling tchip; now and then one utters a lively day day day, and once or twice one commenced a
gurgling strain quite novel, startling, and springlike. Beside this I heard the distant crowing of cocks
and the divine harmony of the telegraph, — all spring-promising sounds. The chickadee has quite a
variety of notes. The phebe [Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe] one I did not hear to-day.
I perceive that some of these pools by the Walden road which on the 6th looked so green have frozen
blue.
This greater liveliness of the birds methinks I have noticed commonly in warm, thawing days toward
spring. F. Brown, who has been chasing a white rabbit this afternoon with a dog, says that they do
not run off far, — often play round within the same swamp only, if it is large, and return to where
they were started. Spoke of it as something unusual that one ran off so far that he could not hear the
dogs, but he returned and was shot near where he started. He does not see their forms, nor marks
where they have been feeding.

CHANTICLEER

February 18, Saturday, 1854: The angels heard by Robert Schumann on the previous day have been
transformed into demons come to carry him off to hell. It required a couple of doctors to hold him down.
Stanislaw Moniuszko’s opera Halka to words of Wolski after Wojcicki, was staged for the initial time,
in Vilnius.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry hauled down his Broad Pennant from the Susquehanna and hoisted it
on board the Powhatan. The Americans continued to survey the Japanese bay.
The California gazette Sierra Citizen65 delivered words of hardy insight:
MINES AND MINING IN SIERRA COUNTY. — Perhaps in no part of the State
have such changes taken place as on the head waters of the
several branches of the Yuba. Soon after the tide of emigration,
began to roll into this country some adventurous individuals not
satisfied with the riches of the bars below followed the course
of the river farther and farther until at length they arrived
65. Previously known as the Mountain Echo.
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at the Forks, which was then considered almost equal to the
achievement of Mungo Park. After the approach of winter they
returned to the lower settlements, with such bewildering stories
of whole pans full of gold that could be had for the digging,
that in the following spring every steamboat and ox-wagon was
freight with all sorts of people, with all sorts of
indescribably apparatus, with which they confidently expected
to exhaust the resources of the Yuba in an incredibly short space
of time.
The fame of the Yuba spread far and wide, and then commenced a
general rush to its head waters. No matter how rich the claim
might be on the bars below, it was abandoned under the
impression, that if the river was rich so low down there must
be mountains of gold at its source.
The general idea, then, was that the thin scales found below had
been washed down from some monstrous gold hill above, hence
everyone was desirous of pushing as far as possible into the
mountains, thinking that the further he could get the better
would be the opportunity of realizing the extravagant visions
that half demented him. Since then one cannot travel in any
direction without meeting prospecting parties, some looking for
Gold Lake, some burrowing in the hill side, while under the
nearest tree another party, half discouraged, half hopeful, are
smoking their pipes around a camp-fire, trying to solve the
perplexing question, whether it is better to continue wandering
through the mountains and take the chances, or to return to the
river and work for five dollars a day.
Within the last four years the restless, untiring energy of the
miners have been gradually developing the resources of this
region. Instead of the mines being exhausted in two or three
years, as many wise-acres predicted, they are now in a more
prosperous condition than they ever were. It is true, that the
richest surface deposits have been exhausted, and in the most
practicable places the bed of the river has been worked. But
attention has been turned to the unexhaustible treasures of the
hills, which for several years were neglected.
The day has gone by, for amateur miners to lay down the lawbook, the scalpel, or the pen, make a flying visit to the mines
and return with both pockets full of gold. It now requires the
strong arm and iron will, to dig deep in the bowels of the earth.
For this the professional gentleman and the man of leisure are
not prepared.
Henry Thoreau was reading some congressional speeches about the Nebraska Bill.
To take Thoreau’s own word for it, after finishing WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS he was only marginally
interested in the politics of the idea palaces of our nation:
I read some of
— a thing the
trifling upon
wood for them

the speeches in Congress about the Nebraska Bill,
like of which I have not done for a year. What
a serious subject! while honest men are sawing
outside. Your Congress halls have an ale-house
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odor, — a place for stale jokes and vulgar wit. It compels me
to think of my fellow-creatures as apes and baboons.

ROSS/ADAMS
COMMENTARY
In the afternoon he walked to Yellow Birch Swamp, which he found more to his liking.
Bear in mind, when you read in Thoreau’s journal below, “But the last part of January and all February thus
far have been alternate thaw and freeze and snow. It has more thaws, even as the running “r” (root of
)
occurs twice in it and but once in January. I do not know but the more light and warmth plainly accounts for
the difference. It does not take so much fuel to keep us warm of late.” — that Gordon V. Boudreau, on page
95 his 1990 THE ROOTS OF WALDEN AND THE TREE OF LIFE (Nashville TN: Vanderbilt UP), was of the
considered judgment that Thoreau must have had “a speech ‘defect’ that gave a peculiar sort of ‘burr’ sound
to the letter r, thus the terminal syllable of each ‘-ber’ month would elicit an equivalent shiver from him.”
He justifies such an inference in Footnote #6 on page 215. His justification totally is that he is an uninventive
copyist: he had merely lifted this without consideration from page 346 of Professor Walter Roy Harding’s 1965
THE DAYS OF HENRY THOREAU (NY: Alfred A. Knopf), whereas this professor had uninventively merely
lifted it without consideration from page 2 of William Ellery Channing’s 1873 THOREAU, THE POETNATURALIST / WITH MEMORIAL VERSES (Boston: Roberts Brothers).66
Professor Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote in his JOURNAL
INTIME: “Everything tends to become fixed, solidified, and crystallized in this French tongue of ours, which
seeks form and not substance, the result and not its formation, what is seen rather than what is thought, the
outside rather than the inside.
We like the accomplished end and not the pursuit of the end, the goal and not the road, in short, ideas readymade and bread ready-baked, the reverse of Lessing’s principle. What we look for above all are conclusions.
This clearness of the “ready-made” is a superficial clearness — physical, outward, solar clearness, so to speak,
but in the absence of a sense for origin and genesis it is the clearness of the incomprehensible, the clearness of
opacity, the clearness of the obscure. We are always trifling on the surface. Our temper is formal — that is to
say, frivolous and material, or rather artistic and not philosophical. For what it seeks is the figure, the fashion
and manner of things, not their deepest life, their soul, their secret.”

Feb. 18. P.M. — To Yellow Birch Swamp.
As I remember January, we had one (?) great thaw, succeeded by severe cold. It was harder getting
about, though there may have been no more snow because it was light, and there was more
continuous cold and clear sparkling weather. But the last part of January and all February thus far
have been alternate thaw and freeze and snow. It has more thaws, even as the running “r” (root
of
) occurs twice in it and but once in January. I do not know but the more light and warmth
plainly accounts for the difference. It does not take so much fuel to keep us warm of late. I begin to
think that my wood will last. We begin to have days precursors of spring.
I see oil ice by the riverside, front of N. Barrett’s, very slender insects a third of an inch long, with
grayish folded wings reaching far behind and two antennæ. Somewhat in general appearance like the
long wasps. At the old mill-site, saw two pigeon woodpeckers dart into and out of a white oak. Saw
the yellow under sides of their wings. It is barely possible I am mistaken, but, since Wilson makes
66. Thus doth worshipful footnoting make exaggerating idiots of us all! — Had Thoreau actually had any kind of noticeable speech
“defect” there would of course have been hundreds of inane lyceum attenders who could not have failed to make a note of such in
their dear 19th-Century diaries. Channing also described Thoreau as blue-eyed — among a bunch of other stuff that he simply made
up in order to garner some jingling coin from the trade press.
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them common in Pennsylvania in winter, I feel pretty sure. Such sights make me think there must be
bare ground not far off south. It is a little affecting to walk over the hills now, looking at the reindeer
lichens here and there amid the snow, and remember that ere long we shall find violets also in their
midst. What an odds the season makes! The birds know it. Whether a rose-tinted water lily is sailing
amid the pads, or Neighbor Hobson is getting out his ice with a cross-cut saw, while his oxen are
eating their stalks. I noticed that the ice which Garrison cut the other day contained the lily pads and
stems within it. How different their environment now from when the queenly flower, floating on the
trembling surface, exhaled its perfume amid a cloud of insects! Hubbard's wooded hill is now almost
bare of trees. Barberries still hang on the bushes, but all shrivelled. I found a bird’s nest of grass and
mud in a barberry bush filled full with them. It must have been done by some quadruped or bird. The
curls of the yellow birch bark form more or less parallel straight lines up and down on all sides of
the tree, like parted hair blown aside by the wind, or as when a vest [sic] bursts and blows open.
Rabbit-tracks numerous there, sometimes quite a highway of tracks over and along the frozen and
snow-covered brook. How pleasant the sound of water flowing with a hollow sound under ice from
which it has settled away, where great white air bubbles or hollows, seen through the ice and dark
water, alternately succeed each other. The Mitchella repens berries look very bright amid the still
fresh green leaves. In the birch swamp west of this are many red (?) squirrel nests high in the birches.
They are composed within of fibres of bark. I see where the squirrels have eaten walnuts along the
wall and left the shells on the snow.
Channing has some microscopic reading these days. But he says in effect that these works are purely
material. The idealist views things in the large.
I read some of the speeches in Congress about the Nebraska Bill, — a thing the like of which I have
not done for a year. What trifling upon a serious subject! while honest men are sawing wood for them
outside. Your Congress halls have an ale-house odor, — a place for stale jokes and vulgar wit.
It compels me to think of my fellow-creatures as apes and baboons.
What a contrast between the upper and under side of many leaves, — the indurated and colored
upper side and the tender, more or less colorless under side, — male and female, — even where they
are almost equally exposed! The under side is commonly white, however, as turned away from the
light toward the earth. Many in which the contrast is finest are narrow, revolute leaves, like the
delicate and beautiful Andromeda Polifolia, the ledum, Kalmia glauca. De Quincey says that “the
ancients had no experimental knowledge of severe climates.” Neither have the English at home as
compared \with us of New England, nor we, compared with the Esquimaux.
This is a common form of the birch scale, — black, I think, — not white, at any rate.

The handsome lanceolate leaves of the Andromeda Polifolia, dark. but pure and uniform dull red
above, strongly revolute, and of a delicate bluish white beneath, deserve to be copied on to works of
art.
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February 19, Sunday, 1854: This is the day when, very likely, Anthony Burns, all six foot of him, crept from
his place of hiding in the cargo of the ship in Boston Harbor and entrusted himself to freedom.
Officials visited the Powhatan bearing gifts of fresh produce, etc., to convey a message that “the Mandarin
who was at Uraga was prepared to hand over the Japanese Emperor’s response to President Millard Fillmore’s
letter and had full power to negotiate in regard to anything it contained.” They hoped Commodore Matthew
Calbraith Perry would come ashore to participate in such a negotiation.
William Cooper Nell became editor of the Literary Society.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked on the ice of the river to Fair Haven, returning on the railroad tracks.

Feb. 19: Many college text-books which were a weariness and a stumbling-block, when
studied, I have since read a little in with pleasure and profit. For several weeks the fall has seemed
far behind, spring comparatively near. Yet I cannot say that there is any positive sign of spring yet;
only we feel that we are sloping toward it. The sky has sometimes a warmth in its colors more like
summer. A few birds have possibly strayed northward further than they have wintered.
P.M. — To Fair Haven by river, back by railroad. Though the wind is cold, the earth feels the heat
of the sign higher in the heavens and melts in plowed fields. The willow twigs rise out of the ice
beside the river, the silvery down of each catkin just peeping from under each scale in some places,
— the work probably of last fall’s sun, — like a mouse peeping from under its covert. I incline to
walk now in swamps and on the river and ponds, where I cannot walk in summer. I am struck by the
greenness of the green-briar at this season, still covering the alders, etc., twelve feet high and full of
shining and fresh berries. The greenness of the sassafras shoots makes a similar impression.
The large moths apparently love the neighborhood of water, and are wont to suspend their cocoons
over the edge o£ the meadow and river, places more or less inaccessible, to men at least. I saw a
button-bush with what at first sight looked like the open pods of the locust or of the water asclepias
attached. They were the light ash-colored cocoons of the A. Promethea, four or five, with the
completely withered and faded leaves wrapped around them, and so artfully and admirably secured
to the twigs by fine silk wound round the leaf-stalk and the twig, — which last add nothing to its
strength, being deciduous, but aid its deception, — they are taken at a little distance for a few curled
and withered leaves left on. Though the particular twigs on which you find some cocoons may never
or very rarely retain any leaves, — the maple, for instance, — there are enough leaves left on other
shrubs and trees to warrant their adopting this disguise. Yet it is startling to think that the inference
has in this case been drawn by some mind that, as most other plants retain some leaves, the walker
will suspect these also to. Each and all such disguises and other resources remind us that not some
poor worm’s instinct merely, as we call it, but the mind of the universe rather, which we share, has
been intended upon each particular object. All the wit in the world was brought to bear on each case
to secure its end. It was long ago, in a full senate of all intellects, determined how cocoons had best
be suspended, — kindred mind with mine that admires and approves decided it so. The hips of the
late rose, though more or less shrivelled, are still red and handsome. It outlasts other hips. The sweetbriar’s have lost their color and begun to decay. The former are still very abundant and showy in
perfect corymbs of a dozen or so amid the button-bushes. It might be called the water-rose. The trees
in the maple swamp squeak from time to time like the first fainter sounds made by the red squirrel.
I have little doubt the red squirrel must lay up food, since I see them so rarely abroad. On the cherry
twigs you see the shining clasp of caterpillars’ eggs. The snow not only reveals a track but sometimes
hands it down to the ice that succeeds it. The sled-track which I saw in the slight snow over the ice
here February 2d, though we have had many snows since and now there is no snow at all, is still
perfectly marked on the ice.
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Much study a weariness of the flesh, eh? But did not they intend that we should read and ponder,
who covered the whole earth with alphabets, — primers or bibles, — coarse or fine print? The very
débris of the cliffs — the stivers [?] of the rocks — are covered with geographic lichens: no surface
is permitted to be bare long. As by an inevitable decree, we have come to times at last when our very
waste paper is printed. Was not He who creates lichens the abettor of Cadmus when he invented
letters? Types almost arrange themselves into words and sentences as dust arranges itself under the
magnet. Print! it is a close-hugging lichen that forms on a favorable surface which paper offers.
The linen gets itself wrought into paper that the song of the shirt may be printed on it. Who placed
us with eyes between a microscopic and a telescopic world?
There are so many rocks under Grape-vine Cliff that apparently for this reason the chopper saws
instead of cuts his trees into lengths. The wood fern (Dryopteris marginalis?) still green there. And
are they not small saxifrages so perfectly green and fresh, as if just started, in the crevices? I wait till
sundown on Fair Haven to hear it boom, but am disappointed, though I hear much slight crackling.
But, as for the previous cracking, it is so disruptive and produces such a commotion that it extends
itself through snowdrifts six inches deep, and is even more distinct there than in bare ice, even to the
sharpest angle of its forking. Saw an otter-track near Walden.

February 21, Tuesday, 1854: Carnevals-Specktakel-Quadrille op.152 by Johann Baptist Strauss II was
performed for the initial time, in Schwender’s Colosseum, Vienna.
In Placerville, California a gold-mining gazette had begun on February 17th, under the masthead Mountain
Democrat. This new publication reported that it had been advised of a discovery: “new and extensive hill and
surface diggings have recently been discovered in our immediate neighborhood. The diggings are richer,
deeper and covers a greater extend of ground than any heretofore discovered. The lode was first open by a
party who has been at work for some time past, 7 miles above this place, near the head of ‘Chunk Canyon’ a
tributary of the North Branch of Weber creek, from which point the lode was traced down the divide, nearly
forming a connection with the Coon Hollow Lode, which for richness stands unrivaled. Shafts have and after
being opened which prospected from the surface three cents to the bucket and in some instances as high as 75
cents. Eight cents however is about the general average. Chunk Canyon and Iowa Ditch furnish water, but not
sufficient for the demand.”
The Vandalia got underway and headed toward Uraga with Captain of the Fleet Henry A. Adams on board,
to meet with Japanese officials from Edo.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to Goose Pond by way of Tuttle Patch.

Feb. 21. A.M. — A fine, driving snow-storm.
Have seem no good samples of the blue in snow this winter. At noon clears up.
P.M. — To Goose Pond by Tuttle Path.
A little snow, lodged on the north side of the woods, gives them a hoary aspect, — a mere sugaring,
however. The snow has just ceased falling — about two inches deep, in the woods, upon the old and
on bare ground; but there is scarcely a track of my animal yet to be seen, except here and there the
surface of the snow has been raised and broken interruptedly where some mouse came near the
surface in its travels, and in one wood I sec very numerous tracks, probably of red squirrels, leading
to and from three or four holes in the earth close together, somewhat like those in an ant’s nest, —
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quite a broad beaten path to some stumps with white pine cones on them and single tracks to the base
of trees. It has now got to be such weather that after a cold morning it is colder in the house, — or
we feel colder, — than outdoors, by noon, and are surprised that it is no colder when we come out.
You cannot walk too early in new-fallen snow to get the sense of purity, novelty, and unexploredness.
The snow has lodged more or less in perpendicular lines on the northerly sides of trees, so that I am
able to tell the points of compass as well as by the sun. I guide myself accordingly. It always gladdens
me to see a willow, though catkinless as well as leafless, rising above the new-fallen, untrodden
snow, in some dry hollow in the woods, for then I feel nearer to spring. There are some peculiarly
dry and late looking ones I see there, but it is enough that they are willows. The locust pods are open
or opening. Little beans they hold. What delicate satin-like inside linings they have!
The difference between the white and black (?) birch scales (Vide [p. 130]) is that the wings of the
first are curved backward like a real bird’s. The seeds of this also are broadly winged like an insect

will, two little antennæ. The ice in the fields by the poorhouse road — frozen puddles — amid the
snow, looking westward now while the sun is about setting, in cold weather, is green.
Montanus in his account of New Netherland (Amsterdam, 1671), speaking of the beaver, says, “The
wind-hairs which rise glittering above the back fall off in the summer and grow again in the fall.”

February 22, Wednesday, 1854: Captain of the American Fleet Henry A. Adams landed at Uraga and met with
Japanese dignitaries including Hayashi, prince counselor of Daigaku (Hayashi-Daigaku-no-kami).
Their discussion was carried on with the aid of interpreters, in simultaneous Japanese, English, and Dutch
translation.
Track was laid to Rock Island, Illinois, thus making the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad the 1st rail link
between the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes.
HISTORY OF RR
Henry Thoreau noted that the ground at the deep cut on the new Bedford road was frozen more than 18 inches
deep at the top of the incline but less than 18 inches deep at the bottom.
In the evening at the Concord Lyceum, Edward Banks lectured on “Dead Cities” (we know nothing about who
this person was, except that he was known to Emerson; Emerson had written to Mrs. Emerson giving
instructions that, were he himself unable to make it back home by that evening, she was to arrange for Thoreau
to receive Mr. Banks at the Emerson home).

Feb. 22. I measured the thickness of the frozen ground at the deep cut on the new Bedford
road, about half-way up the hill. They dig under the frozen surface and then crack it off with iron
wedges, with much labor, in pieces from three to six feet square. It was eighteen inches thick and
more there — thicker higher up, not so thick lower down the hill.
Saw in Sleepy Hollow a small hickory stump, about six inches in diameter and six inches high, so
completely, regularly, and beautifully covered by that winkle-like fungus in concentric circles and
successive layers that the core was concealed and you would have taken it for some cabbage-like
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plant.

This was the way the wound was healed. The cut surface of the stirrup was completely and thickly
covered. Our neighbor Wetherbee was J. Moore’s companion when he took that great weight of
pickerel this winter. He says it was fifty-six pounds in Flint’s, in one day, and that four of them
weighed eighteen pounds and seven ounces. My alder catkins in the pitcher have shed their pollen
for a day or two, and the willow catkins have pushed out half an inch or more and show red and
yellowish.

February 24, Friday, 1854: Robert Schumann told Ruppert Becker, concertmaster of the Düsseldorf orchestra,
that Franz Schubert had appeared to him and provided him with a melody.
Henry Thoreau measured the thickness of the ice at Walden Pond and on Fair Haven Bay.
A couple of bridge workers fell to their deaths from a suspension bridge being erected at Niagara Falls.
Walter Savage Landor’s sister Elizabeth Savage Landor died at the age of 77 (the body would be interred on
March 2d in St. Chad’s Churchyard, Bishops Tachbrook, Warwick District, Warwickshire).
William Speiden, Jr. observed the busy boat traffic in Edo harbor, Japan.

Feb. 24. P.M. — To Walden and Fair Haven.
In Wheeler’s Wood by railroad. Nuthatches [White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis
(White-bellied Nuthatch)] are faintly answering each other, — tit for tat, — on different keys, — a
faint. creak. Now and then one utters a loud distinct gnah. This bird more than any I know loves to
stand with its head downward.
Meanwhile chickadees [Black-capped Chicadee Parus atricapillus (Titmouse, Titmice)], with
their silver tinkling, are flitting high above through the tops of the pines. Measured the ice of Walden
in three places, —
One about 10 rods from the shore, 167/8 inches thick
25 rods from the shore, "
"
"
In middle . . . . . . . . . . . 17¼
"
"
Call it then 17 inches on an average. On Fair Haven, in the only place tried, it was 21 inches thick.
The portion of the ice in Walden above water was about 1¼ inches, in Fair Haven about 1¾.
This part then equals 1/13 + and 1/12 respectively.
Tried the frost in five different and very distant woods in my walk. Found that though the ground is
frozen more than 18 inches — from 18 [inches] to 2½ feet — thick on the open hillside on the new
Bedford road, notwithstanding some snow on it, I can drive a stake without any trouble in the midst
of ordinary level mixed pine and oak woods where the snow is a foot deep, in very thick pine and
oak woods where the snow is only one inch thick or none at all, and the ground does not slope to the
north and east, and probably the northwest, and in sprout-lands where it is 20 inches thick in some
places, and in springy meadows. In Moore's Swamp it is frozen about 4 inches deep in open land.
I think that in an average year the ice in such a pond as Fair Haven attains a greater thickness than
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the snow on a level. The other day I thought that I smelled a fox very strongly, and went a little
further and found that it was a skunk. May not their odors differ in intensity chiefly? Observed in
one of the little pond-holes between Walden and Fair Haven where a partridge [Ruffed
Grouse Bonasa umbellus] had travelled around in the snow amid the bordering bushes twentyfive rods, had pecked the green leaves of the lambkill and left fragments on the snow, and had paused
at each high blueberry bush, fed on its red buds and shaken down fragments of its bark on the snow.
These buds appeared its main object. I finally scared the bird.
I see such mice or mole tracks as these:—

The frozen earth at the new road cut is hauled off twenty rods by chains hooked round it, and it lies
like great blocks of yellow sandstone for building, cracked out exactly square by wedges. The sexton
tells me that he had to dig the last grave through two feet of frozen ground. I measured a block today two feet five inches thick after being dragged a dozen rods.

February 25, Saturday, 1854: The American squadron gathered near Yokohama, Japan. The Vandalia returned
from Uraga with Captain of the American Fleet Henry A. Adams on board. The functionaries invited
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry to visit Uraga personally, to be handed a letter from the Japanese
Emperor to the American President. William Speiden, Jr. noted that “Capt. A was told ... that it had been the
custom of the Japanese for many years past to hold no intercourse with any other people than the Dutch, and
that with them it was very limited, but that while we were away the Emperor had called a meeting of the
principal great men of the Empire, and had taken the vote, whether the Americans should be received and
treated as friends or not. They accordingly agreed that the Americans should be received and treated as
friends” (meanwhile some Russians were allegedly being warned to “leave Japan immediately”).
Sacramento became the capital of California.
In California, the Sierra Citizen reported that a Mr. McMillen of the gold-mining camp known as Minnesota,
who was one of the “oldest inhabitants” of that settlement, had furnished them with the following statement:
The North Fork Tunnel, during the last two weeks yielded nearly
$5,000. The company have been engaged in constructing sluices
and mining machinery, which when completed will enable them to
work to better advantage. The claims in this company are valued
at from $2,200 to $2,600 each. Some time since they found a slug
weighing 12 ounces. Some six weeks ago a mass of quartz and gold
was taken from the Blue Tunnel, for which $1,900 was offered and
refused. Some of the drifts run into the hill from six to eight
hundred feet, with side-drifts running in every direction so
that several acres in the vicinity of the town have been
excavated and are supported by timbers.
The distance to the bed rock in some places is 150 feet and at
the bottom a stratum of cement is found extremely hard, so much
so that the miner cannot drift more than from six inches to a
foot in a day. Immediately under this cement the gold is
generally found. In the neighborhood of the diggings now being
worked, there are numerous ravines which will be worked as soon
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as the water-ditches now in progress shall have been completed.
SMITH’S DIGGINGS. — A few days since a boulder as found at this
place supposed to be worth from five to six thousand dollars.
It is a mass of quartz rock with veins of gold running through
it, the exact value cannot be ascertained until broken to
pieces. The rock is some eighteen inches in diameter. Large
rocks containing gold in the crevices and on the surface, are
frequently found in this section, giving rise to false report,
which are seized upona nd embellished by the lovers of the
marvelous.
CHIP’S DIGGINGS. — Since finding the large quartz boulder reported
in our last week’s paper, nothing of special interest has been
communicated. These diggings have been less worked than any
other on the Minnesota range. Active operations are now carried
on and the tunnels which have been cut through the rim of the
basin into the main deposit are paying well. Claims here are
valued at from two to five thousand dollars, though here, as in
all other mining districts, there are many claims worth nothing
at all.
CRAIG’S FLAT. — During the past year the American Company have
expended large sums in digging ditches and constructing flumes
in which the water of Little Canyon are conveyed to Craig’s Flat.
Since the spring some $23,000 have been invested in this work,
which is considered one of the most valuable ditches in the
county.
WATER COMPANIES. — There is no enterprise fraught with so much
interest to the Northern Mining Districts, as that of supplying
the hill and gulch diggings with a sufficiency of water to work
during the dry season. Hitherto the miners have had to depend
on the little wet-weather streams that only flow while the
ground is saturated with water and while the weather is too
stormy to work; and just at the time when everything is in
readiness to operate successfully, the water fails and the miner
is either compelled to abandon his claim altogether or remain
on the ground six of eight months, expending the little money
he had saved during the raining season.
It is but lately that attention has been directed to the dry
diggings on the dividing ridges between the different
tributaries of the Yuba. Formerly, little parties of from two
to six men, with rockers and pans, might be seen pitching their
tents on the hill-side and making preparations for what they
considered extensive operations. But after a couple of days
unsuccessful labor in the adjacent ravine the camp would be
deserted, the little party scattered in every direction, and the
rich diggings that were going to be discovered were forgotten
in the pursuit of something else.
Continued failures of this kind induced people to believe that
the palmy days of this region were over. The bed of the river
had been flumed and the rich crevices worked out, and the rich
little bars entirely washed away. Then absolute necessity
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compelled the miners to look elsewhere. Some went to the
Southern Mines, but in a few months returned poorer than when
they left; others returned to places where they had worked for
a few days, during a prospecting expedition, and commenced
sinking shafts and opening tunnels, which resulted in the most
extensive dry diggings in the State.
But one great obstacle remained to be overcome, the want of
water. Gold could be found in many places, but not in quantities
sufficient to be profitably worked with the primitive apparatus
used for washing on the river. Sluices were constructed and kept
in readiness for the commencement of the rainy season, but when
that time came the deep snows and stormy weather prevented the
miners from improving the time.
At Sear’s Diggings, ditches have been dug and flumes have been
constructed, which have already made that district one of the
most important in the Northern Mines, though on account of the
smallness of the streams, water cannot be obtained during the
driest part of the season. Thrifty little towns are springing
up in all directions on the line of these ditches, which are
every year receiving additions of intelligent and industrious
citizens.
Jerome Van Crowninshield Smith wrote from Boston to Abel Munroe and other members of a Committee of
the Citizen’s Union, assuring the committee that he was aware of their principles.
Henry Thoreau wrote to his cousin George Thatcher in Maine:
To: George Thatcher
From: HDT
Date: 2/25/54

Concord Feb. 25th '54
Dear Cousin,
I should have answered you earlier if a wood-merchant whom I engaged had
kept his appointment. Measuring on Mr. Hubbard's plans of '36 and
'52, which I enlarged, I make the whole area wanted for a cemetery 16
acres & 114 rods. This
includes a path one rod wide on the north side of the wood next the
meadow, and is all of the Brown Farm north of the New Road, except
the meadow of about 7 acres and a small triangle of about a dozen rods
next the Agricultural Land.
The above result is probably accurate within half an acre; nearer I cannot come with certainty without a resurvey.
9 acres & 9 rods are woodland, whose value I have got Anthony Wright,
an old Farmer & now measurer of wood at the Depot,
Page 2
to assist me in determining. This is the result.
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cord standing
Oak chiefly 4A 53rd 156 Cords at $2.75prlarge
&
429

small

[Whit]e & Pitch Pine 3A 30rd 143½ Cords 2
287
Pitch Pine
146rd l6½ Cords 2
41.25
Young P. Pine
100rd 5 cord 2
10.
——————
$767.25
Merchantable green oak wood, piled on the cars, brings
here
$4.75 pr cord.
Pitch Pine 4.25
White
2.50
An acquaintance in Boston applied to me last October for a small farm
in Concord, but the small amount of land & the want of a good house
may prevent his thinking of the Dutch House place, & beside circumstances have transpired which I fear will prevent his coming here; however I will inform him at once that it is on the market. I do not know
about the state of his funds, only that he was in no hurry, though in earnest, & limited me to $2000.
All wellYrs
Henry D. Thoreau
Page 3
Postage: pd
PAID
3
Postmark: CONCORD
MASS
Address: Geo. A. Thatcher
Bangor
ME
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(Miss Sarah Bartlett of the Concord Free Public Library indicated, in the 20th Century, that the land Thoreau
surveyed was probably land intended for Sleepy Hollow Cemetery and that it was probably the plan of Cyrus
Hubbard that Thoreau had accessed. She indicated that the farm in question was that of Deacon Reuben
Brown.)

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 25TH]

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS,
WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

March 3, Friday, 1854: Japanese officials for the 1st time boarded the USS Mississippi. “They were very
friendly and sociable” and quite curious about the functioning of this American vessel.
British and French warships entered the Black Sea to protect Turkey from Russia.
After hearing of Robert Schumann’s condition, Johannes Brahms moved to Düsseldorf to aid Clara.
Harriet Smithson died at Montmartre attended only by her nurses. Since her 1st stroke in 1848, she had been
suffering from progressive paralysis, irregular breathing, and skin disease and her mobility and speech had
been limited. Her husband Hector Berlioz visited the apartment in Montmartre and kissed the body before it
was taken away for burial, then fetched a Protestant pastor for the interment in the Cimitière St.-Vincent. Some
important literary figures attended the burial but Berlioz was too distraught to attend. He spent the time in her
apartment even though they had been estranged since the early 1840s.
On an earlier day Henry Thoreau had posted $2.00 to Horace Greeley in New York City for a subscription to
the Tribune Semi-Weekly. Sinclair responded for Greeley and McEliath, acknowledging receipt of Thoreau’s
letter and promising to send the paper, but indicating that the firm had received no money, so Thoreau sent off
another $2.00.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MARCH 3D]

March 5, Sunday, 1854: Henry Thoreau chatted with Ellery Channing, and in the afternoon he walked to
Upper Nut Meadow.
William Speiden, Jr. reported that it had become his duty as purser’s clerk to muster the men.
The forces of Fort Union under Lieutenant Colonel Philip St. George Cooke defeated the Jicarilla Apache band
led by Lobo Blanco.
WHITE ON RED, RED ON WHITE

March 5. Sunday. Channing, talking with Minott the other day about his health, said, “I
suppose you’d like to die now.” “No:’ said Minott, “I’ve toughed it through the winter, and I want
to stay and hear the bluebirds [Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis] once more.” The patches of bare
ground grow larger and larger, of snow less and less; even after a night you see a difference. It is a
clear morning with some wind beginning to rise, and for the first time I see the water looking blue
on the meadows. Has not the johnswort two lives, in winter sending out radical shoots which creep
flat on the ground under the snow, in the summer shooting upward and blossoming?
P.M. — To Upper Nut Meadow. The river is breaking up. The meadows are already partly bare, for
it has only been cold enough to form a thin ice on them since this last freshet, and the old ice still
lies concealed on the bottom. Great fields of thick ice from the channel, or between the channel and
meadows, are driven by the wind against the thick ice on the channel. Hence the meadow ice appears
to break up first. The waves dash against the edge of the ice and eat into it fast.
As I go along on the snow under Clamshell Hill I hear it sing around me, being melted next the
ground. This is a spring sound. I cannot yet see the marchantia (?) in the ditches, for they are yet
filled with ice or flooded. I see no horse-tail (unless one) nor flags, etc., yet started in Nut Meadow,
nor any minnows out. This brook has run clear of ice a long time. Near Jenny’s its sides are strewn
with the wreck of angelia a stems and asters. I go along looking at its deep, sometimes yellow,
shelving bottom, sprinkled with red pebbles. In the upper meadow the sweet-gale grows rankly along
its edges, slanted over the water almost horizontally, so as frequently to meet and conceal it
altogether. It is here a dark and sluggish water, comparatively shallow, with a muddy bottom. This
sweet-gale is now full of fruit. This and the water andromeda are wild plants, as it were driven to the
water’s edge by the white man. Saw a wood tortoise at the bottom. A reptile out of the mud before
any bird, and probably quadruped. Not yet a frog, I think. The down of some willow catkins by this
brook may have started forward this spring, though it is doubtful. Those which look most forward
now will not be so a fortnight hence. It grew colder before I left. I saw some crystals beginning to
shoot on the pools between the tussocks, shaped like feathers or fan coral, — the most delicate I ever
saw. Thus even ice begins with crystal leaves, and birds’ feathers and wings are leaves, and trees and
rivers with intervening earth are vast leaves.
Saw a small blackish caterpillar on the snow. Where do they come from? And crows [Crow,
American
Corvus brachyrhynchos], as I think, migrating northeasterly. They came in loose,
straggling flocks, about twenty to each, commonly silent, a quarter to a half a mile apart, till four
flocks had passed, and perhaps there were more. Methinks I see them going southwest in the fall.
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March 6, Monday, 1854: US Marine Robert Williams died of a head injury while on liberty at Cum Sing
Moon (the Americans would negotiate for the body to be buried on the Japanese shore). The American ship
was listed to starboard in order to caulk it below the waterline.
Henry Thoreau was being written to by Horace Greeley / McElrath in New-York. In the afternoon he walked
to Goose Pond. Greeley returned Thoreau’s 2d $2.00 payment because a thief in the newspaper office had been
apprehended.67

To: HDT
From: Greeley & McElrath
Date: 3/6/54
Office of the Tribune[,]
New York, 6 March 185[4]
Mr. Henry D[.] Thoreau[ ]
Sir:
Yours of
[3rd] to Mr[] Greeley is before us and
we will send you the Tribune
though the money has not reached
us[.]
Very [Respy,]
Greeley & [McElrath]
[pr] S[.] Sinclair[e]
To: HDT
From: Horace Greeley
Date: 3/6/54
New York
Mar. 6, 1854.
Dear Sir:
I presume your
first letter containing
the $2 ha was robbed
by our general mail
robber at New Haven,
who has just been sent
to the State Prison. Your
second letter has probably
failed to receive due attention, owing to a press
67. This thief would do time.
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of business. But I will
make all right. You ought
to have the Semi-Weekly,
and I shall order it
[Page 2]
sent you one year on
trial; if you choose to
write me a letter or
s[o] some time, very
well; if not, we will
be even without that.
Thoreau, I want you
to do something on
my [urging]. I want
you to collect and arrange your Miscellan[i]es, and send them to
me. Put in ‘Katahdin,’
‘Carlyle,’ ‘A Winter Wood,’ and ‘Canada,’ &c. and I
will try to find a publisher who will bring
them out at his own
[Page 3]
risk and (I hope) to your
ultimate profit. If you
have any thing new to put
with them, very well;
but let us have the
about a l2 mo volume
whenever you can get
it ready, and see if
there is not something
to your credit in the
bank of Fortune.
Yours,
Horace Greeley.
Henry D. Thoreau, Esq.
Concord, Mass.
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Waldo Emerson had advanced some money against subscription promises of various Concordians, including
the Thoreau family, in order to enable Michael Flannery to send for his wife Ann and children from Ireland.
At this point Thoreau was able to write the letter for this Irish laborer, sending for his family.
He noted in particular Flannery’s concern that his wife be careful and not let their children fall overboard
due to the rocking of the ship.

THOREAU ON THE IRISH
March 6. A cool morning. The bare water here and there on the meadow begins to look
smooth, and I look to see it rippled by a muskrat. The earth has to some extent frozen dry, for the
drying of the earth goes on in the cold night as well as the warm day. The alders and hedgerows are
still silent, emit no notes.
P.M. — To Goose Pond.
According to G. Emerson, maple sap sometimes begins to flow in the middle of February, but usually
in the second week of March, especially in a clear, bright day with a westerly wind, after a frosty
night. The brooks — the swift ones and those in swamps — open before the river; indeed some of
the first have been open the better part of the winter. I saw trout glance in the Mill Brook this
afternoon, though near its sources, in Hubbard’s Close, it is still covered with dark, icy snow, and
the river into which it empties has not broken up. Can they have come up from the sea? Like a film
or shadow they glance before the eye, and you see where the mud is roiled by them. Saw children
checkerberrying in a meadow. I see the skunk-cabbage started about the spring at head of Hubbard’s
Close, amid the green grass, and what looks like the first probing of the skunk. The snow is now all
off on meadow ground, in thick evergreen woods, and on the south sides of hills, but it is still deep
in sprout-lands, on the north sides of hills, and generally in deciduous woods. In sprout-lands it is
melted beneath, but upheld by the bushes. What bare ground we have now is due then not so much
to the increased heat of the sun and warmth of the air as to the little frost there was in the ground in
so many localities. This remark applies with less force, however, to the south sides of hills. The
ponds are hard enough for skating again. Heard and saw the first blackbird , flying east over the
Deep Cut, with a tchuck, tchuck, and finally a split whistle.

March 8, Wednesday morning, 1854: Captain Philip Thompson led the 55 men of Company F of the 1st US
Regiment of Dragoons out of Cantonment Burgwin for a planned rendezvous with Colonel Thomas Turner
Fauntleroy’s column. Captain Thompson rode only a few miles before halting at Ceran St. Vrain’s mill and
distillery in Talpa, south of Taos, New Mexico, to procure cornmeal for the horses and Taos lightning
(whiskey) for the men. Several Company F soldiers would be drunk when they entered Taos and, procuring
alcohol in local saloons, would become even drunker. One trooper galloped his horse through a gathering of
Mexicans and then attempted to ride up the steps of Peter Joseph’s store. His horse stumbled, and he fell off
as was mocked by the locals. New Mexico Territory Supreme Court Associate Justice Perry E. Brocchus
rushed to the plaza, sensing “a suppressed spirit of mutiny in the majority of the soldiers.” Entering Joseph’s
store, he found Major George Alexander Hamilton Blake seated at a desk, writing reports in apparent oblivion
of the commotion outside. The Major then ordered Captain Thompson to get his detachment out of town as
quickly as possible. The Captain instructed 1st Sergeant Thomas Fitzsimmons, a 26-year-old veteran from
Westmeath, Ireland, to prepare the troop to depart. When Bugler Aaron Dwight Stevens sounded “To Horse,”
most of the troopers obeyed the call, forming an extended line across the plaza. Captain Thompson needed to
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round up drunken soldiers who had not responded to the bugle. Private Jeremiah Sullivan, a 3-year veteran
who had been seriously wounded at Cieneguilla, was too intoxicated to rise from the dirt. The captain ordered
his 1st Sergeant to tie that “damned rascal” into his saddle. However, when Fitzsimmons hefted Sullivan onto
his horse, the intoxicated soldier rolled off and fell back to the ground. When the sergeant tried again, the
soldier resisted: “You son of a bitch, you are always down upon me.” Fitzsimmons struck Sullivan in the face.
Major Blake, standing nearby, was not pleased. He protested the sergeant’s rough treatment of the drunken
trooper. Fitzsimmons claimed to have been defending himself. Blake answered that Sullivan had not struck the
sergeant, and ordered Captain Thompson to arrest 1st Sergeant Fitzsimmons. When the captain did not do so,
the Major walked over to the 1st Sergeant and went “Very well, you are placed under arrest.” He then shouted
to his Captain, “I order you to take your company out of town immediately, or if you do not, I will march the
company out myself!” He walked to the front of the assembled troop and told the enlisted men that he was
taking immediate command. It was these extreme and unexpected actions –arresting their sergeant and
stripping their captain of his command– that would set off what was to follow. “I am well aware that there was
such a feeling in the Company against Major Blake,” Post Surgeon Edmund Barry would later aver, “It was
like gunpowder — it required but a spark to explode it.” An intoxicated private, John Cooper, rode up and
proclaimed that they all were tired of being driven like slaves and needed to be allowed some slack. Major
Blake, who had long detested Private Cooper, yanked him off his horse, grabbed him by the collar, and struck
him several times. The private returned this, grabbing his major by the collar, yanked the officer’s hair, bit him,
and began to kick and punch him (we may note here that these well-armed men were making no resort to their
weapons, when someone handed the major a pistol, he tossed the pistol aside, and when the major pulled
Captain Thompson’s saber out of its scabbard he merely used it to strike the private a number of times with
the flat of its blade). When 1st Lieutenant Robert Johnston reached for his saber, Corporal Jim Vanderven
caught his shoulder prevented this, and the lieutenant moved back to the left flank of the troop. Among the
onlookers was Christopher “Kit” Carson, a renown fighter, but during this fracas the fabled frontiersman
merely peeked cautiously around a corner. The major’s manservant Ramón Baca would attempt to intervene,
rushing in and kicking the private in the neck. Private Cooper yelled “Kill the son of a bitch!” and 4 soldiers
sprang into action — of them struck the manservant twice with the knuckle guard of his saber, while the others
pounded him with the butts of their carbines. 1st Sergeant Fitzsimmons finally pulled out his pistol and he and
Corporal Vanderven rushed to break up the fight. Someone yelled “Look out, sergeant, or you’ll get hit or
hurt!” as trooper Joseph Fox came up and used his saber to knock the pistol out of 1st Sergeant Fitzsimmons’s
hand. The sergeant fended off the saber with his forearm, receiving minor defensive cuts. Private Robert
Johnson rode toward Major Blake with pistol drawn, but when 1st Sergeant Fitzsimmons shouted at the trooper
to get back in ranks, the private obeyed. Private John Steele grabbed Major Blake’s neckerchief, pulling him
to the ground, and began to beat him. Justice Perry E. Brocchus would later recall seeing the major rolling on
the ground, fighting off a “stout athletic soldier,” as Captain Thompson merely looked on in a “state of total
inertness, manifestly paralyzed in his energies.” Justice Brocchus shoved aside Private Steele and dragged the
major, dazed and bruised, his uniform dusty and bloody, to the door of Peter Joseph’s store. When the major
slowly rose to his feet he pointed out the 3 troopers who had struck him. Taos County Deputy Sheriff Ezra
Depew, who was himself a former dragoon, aided by the sergeant and corporal, disarmed the 3 troopers and
took them to the town jail. Justice Brocchus would remember Major Blake as “in very high blood and laboring
under a sense of outrage and wrong.” He berated Captain Thompson and 1st Lieutenant Johnston for failing
to come to his aid, accusing them of wanting him to get killed. He turned to his men and shouted out: “I can
whip or thrash any man in this company from right to left — either with gun, pistol or saber — and now if
there is any one of you thinks yourself fit — step out here and I will show you whether you can call old Blake
a coward or such.” During all this commotion, Company F’s bugler, Private Aaron Dwight Stevens, had been
standing calmly, holding Captain Thompson’s and 1st Lieutenant Johnston’s horses. When he heard Major
Blake’s challenge, however, he threw down the reins, drew his Colt Dragoon revolver, and proclaimed: “You
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can’t back out the company that way! I’m one of the worst men in it, and I’ll accept your challenge either with
gun, pistol or saber.” It seems likely that Major Blake didn’t hear this, as Justice Brocchus did not hear it. When
he saw the bugler standing there he demanded that the man apologize on behalf of all the troop. Stevens was
willing to do so, but the major was not ready to listen as Company F’s bugler tried to explain why he and the
men had become so upset. When Major Blake repeated he was not afraid of Stevens or anyone else in the
company, the bugler came back with “God damn you! I’m as good as you are and will blow your goddamned
heart out!” He raised and cocked his Model 1851 Sharps carbine, pointing it at Blake’s chest. It was only then
that Kit Carson came forward, and he and Justice Brocchus seized Stevens’s carbine and took him into custody.
Then 1st Lieutenant Johnston ordered the remainder of the 55 men of Company F to mount their horses, and
led them out of town.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was able to put ashore in Japan a 2d time, and began to negotiate a trade
agreement. Although he had been able to go ashore for the 1st landing, on this occasion William Speiden, Jr.
was not among those fortunate 500 who were invited to this party, including 3 bands of music, and thus would
need to make his notes of the events as related to him by the ship’s chaplain. The negotiations took place in a
large house erected specifically for this purpose. The Americans felt optimistic that more than one Japanese
port would be opened to their commerce. While the American officers walked along the shore, Japanese artists
made sketches of their dress and appearance, including uniforms, pistols, swords, and other paraphernalia.
Speiden inserted into his journal a drawing of his father the purser, William Speiden, Sr., and of a branch in
bloom done by a Japanese boy of about 11 years of age, as well as a sketch of the Commodore done by another
such boy. Speiden also inserted a copy of the response to the American President’s letter conveyed by the
Imperial Commissioners (dated February 23d, 1854 and May 1st, 1854), in reply to the letter the Perry
expedition had delivered the previous year (“... for us to continue bigotedly attached to the ancient laws, seems
to misunderstand the spirit of the age, and we wish rather to conform to what necessity requires....”). A new
Emperor was ascended to the throne since Perry’s 1st landing, and the message stated that the Japanese would
comply with the American request for provisions and aid to sailors in distress.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Henry Thoreau made a journal entry that resulted in a portion of the following paragraph from “Life without
Principle”:
At a lyceum, not long since, I felt that the lecturer had chosen a theme too foreign to himself, and so
failed to interest me as much as he might have done. He described things not in or near to his heart,
but toward his extremities and superficies. There was, in this sense, no truly central or centralizing
thought in the lecture. I would have had him deal with his privatest experience, as the poet does. The
greatest compliment that was ever paid me was when one asked me what I thought, and attended to
my answer. I am surprised, as well as delighted, when this happens, it is such a rare use he would
make of me, as if he were acquainted with the tool. Commonly, if men want anything of me, it is
only to know how many acres I make of their land –since I am a surveyor,– or, at most, what trivial
news I have burdened myself with. They never will go to law for my meat; they prefer the shell. A
man once came a considerable distance to ask me to lecture on Slavery; but on conversing with him,
I found that he and his clique expected seven-eighths of the lecture to be theirs, and only one-eighth
mine; so I declined. I take it for granted, when I am invited to lecture anywhere, –for I have had a
little experience in that business, –that there is a desire to hear what I think on some subject, though
I may be the greatest fool in the country, –and not that I should say pleasant things merely, or such
as the audience will assent to; and I resolve, accordingly, that I will give them a strong dose of
myself. They have sent for me, and engaged to pay for me, and I am determined that they shall have
me, though I bore them beyond all precedent.
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March 8. Steady rain on the roof in the night, suggesting April-like warmth. This will help
melt the snow and ice and take the frost out of the ground.
What pretty wreaths the mountain cranberry makes, curving upward at the extremity! The leaves are
now a dark, glossy red, and wreath and all are of such a shape as might fitly be copied in wood or
stone or architectural foliages.
I wrote a letter for an Irishman night before last, sending for his wife in Ireland to come to this
country. one sentence which he dictated was, “Don’t mind the rocking of the vessel, but take care of
the children that they be not lost overboard.”
MICHAEL FLANNERY
Lightning this evening, after a day of successive rains.

THOREAU ON THE IRISH

March 9, Thursday, 1854: Auction sales! By Selover & Sinton, real estate auctioneers and agents. Public
auction of real estate in the City of San Francisco by the Board of California Land Commissioners, covering
the area bounded by Jackson Street, the Bay, and Washington Street.
William Speiden, Jr. was not himself able to attend at the burial of US Marine Robert Williams at Yokohama
under the ministrations of a Buddhist priest as well as of an American chaplain, but did render an account
provided by one of the officers whom Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had allowed ashore.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to the Great Meadows, and conducted an experiment to verify an
account he had seen in “Captain” Mayne Reid’s THE YOUNG VOYAGEURS; OR, THE BOY HUNTERS IN THE
NORTH, an American edition of which had just been published in Boston.
Spring 1845

Ice of Walden Pond first completely open on April 1st

Spring 1846

Ice of Walden Pond first completely open on March 25th

Spring 1847

Ice of Walden Pond first completely open on April 8th

Spring 1851

Ice of Concord River opened much before February 25th;
Ice of Walden Pond first completely open on March 28th

Spring 1852

Ice of Concord River opened at least by March 14th;
Ice of Walden Pond first completely open on April 18th

Spring 1853

Ice of Concord River opened at least by about March 8th;
Ice of Walden Pond first completely open on March 23d

Spring 1854

Ice of Concord River opened about March 9th, average March 5th;
Ice of Walden Pond first completely open about April 7th

Spring 1856

Ice of Concord River opened on March 5th;
Ice cleared on Walden Pond on April 18th
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March 9. A.M. — Clearing up.
Water is fast taking place of ice on the river and meadows, and morning and evening we begin to
have some smooth water prospects. Saw this morning a muskrat sitting “in a round form on the ice”
or, rather, motionless like the top of a stake or a mass of muck on the edge of the ice. He then dove
for a clam, whose shells he left on the ice beside him.
Boiled a handful of rock-tripe (Umbilicaria Muhlenbergii) — which Tuckerman says “was the
favorite Rock-Tripe in Franklin’s Journey” — for more than an hour. It produced a black pulp,
looking somewhat like boiled tea leaves, and was insipid like rice or starch. The dark water in which
it was boiled had a bitter taste and was slightly gelatinous. The pulp was not positively disagreeable
to the palate. The account in “The Young Voyageurs” is correct.
P.M. — To Great Meadows.
“Downriver,” “To Great Meadow,” and “To Hill” signified a
northward trip down the Concord River below the triple point of
the confluence. After passing through a straight reach aligned
by the local bedrock strike, arched by two bridges, and flanked
by gravel bars of historic sediment that were repeatedly
dredged, he entered the north side of Great Meadow. Bounded by
the site of the Old North Bridge to the southwest and Ball’s
Hill to the northeast, it was two miles long and half a mile
across. When in flood, the meadow was his favorite inland sea
to sail upon because the wind was least impeded and the waves
were highest.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11

Peter H. says that he saw gulls
(?) and sheldrakes [Both Common Merganser
Mergus
merganser and Red-breasted Merganser
Mergus serrator are called sheldrakes, but
Thoreau used this name for the Common Merganser, Mergus merganser.] about a month ago,
when the meadow was flooded. I detect the trout minnows not an inch long by their quick motions
or quirks, soon concealing themselves. The river channel is open, but there is a very thin ice of recent
formation over the greater part of the meadows. It is a still, moist, louring day, and the water is
smooth. Saw several flocks of large grayish and whitish or speckled ducks, — I suppose the same
that P. calls sheldrakes. They, like ducks commonly, incline to fly in a line about an equal distance
apart. I hear the common sort of quacking from them. It is pleasant to see them at a distance alight
on the water with a slanting flight, launch themselves, and sail along so stately. The pieces of ice,
large and small, drifting along, help to conceal them, supply so many objects on the water. There is
this last night’s ice on the surface, but the old ice still at the bottom of the meadows. In the spaces of
still open water I see the reflection of the hills and woods, which for so long I have not seen, and it
gives expression to the face of nature. The face of nature is lit up by these reflections in still water
in the spring, Sometimes you see only the top of a distant hill reflected far within the meadow, where
a dull-gray field of ice intervenes between the water and the shore.
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DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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March 13, Monday, 1854: Louis Moreau Gottschalk gave his initial performance in Havana.
The Americans under Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry conveyed a passel of presents intended for the
Japanese Emperor and Empress and for their commissioners at Yokohama, concentrating on things that
Americans appreciated that obviously they would appreciate likewise such as clocks, a telescope, telegraph
instruments and wire, a miniature locomotive with passenger car and rail; various agricultural implements,
rifles, swords, pistols, whiskey, champagne, wine, perfumes, teas, books such as John James Audubon’s BIRDS
OF AMERICA and THE QUADRUPEDS OF AMERICA — and so on and so forth.

VIVIPAROUS QUADRUPEDS
BIRDS OF AMERICA
Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the President ...
communicating ... the correspondence between Mr. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, and the
Secretary of State, in relation to the African slave trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33 Cong. 1 sess.
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Besides purchasing a telescope (above) for eight dollars (more than a week’s total wages, order of magnitude
approximately $800 in today’s greenbacks), Henry Thoreau stopped by the Boston Society of Natural History
and checked out:
— James David Forbes (1809-1868)’s TRAVELS THROUGH THE ALPS OF SAVOY
AND OTHER PARTS OF THE PENNINE CHAIN, WITH OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHENOMENA OF GLACIERS
(1843)

THE ALPS OF SAVOY, ETC.
and stopped by the Harvard Library and checked out:
— Louis Agassiz’s ÉTUDES SUR LES GLACIERS (Neuchâtel, aux frais de l’auteur, August 20, 1840, with atlas)
— Edward Johnson’s A HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND. FROM THE ENGLISH PLANTING IN THE YEERE 1628.
UNTILL THE YEERE 1652: DECLARING THE FORM OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, CIVILL, MILITARY, AND
ECCLESIASTIQUE: THEIR WARS WITH THE INDIANS, THEIR TROUBLES WITH THE GORTONISTS, AND OTHER
HERETIQUES: THEIR MANNER OF GATHERING OF CHURCHES, THE COMMODITIES OF THE COUNTRY, AND
68
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRINCIPALL TOWNS AND HAVENS... (London: Printed for Nath. Brooke ..., 1654)

— The Reverend Thomas Shepard’s THE CLEAR SUNSHINE OF THE GOSPEL BREAKING OUT ON THE INDIANS
OF NEW ENGLAND (1648)69

68. The popular title of this work is WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE OF SION’S SAVIOR IN NEW ENGLAND. Thoreau would
place his notes in his Indian Notebook #8.
69. The Reverend Shepard was a founder of Harvard College.
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Mar. 13th, 1854 To Boston—
C. says he saw skater insects today. Harris tells me that those gray insects within the little log forts
under the bark of the dead Wht pine — which I found about a week ago — are Rhagium lineatum.
Bought a telescope today for 8 dollars — Best military spyglass with 6 slides which shuts up to about
same size, 15 dols & very powerful Saw the squares of achromatic glass from Paris which Clark(e?) uses — 50-odd dols apiece the larger— It takes 2 together — one called the flint— These French
glasses all one quality of glass. My glass tried by Clark & approved — only a part of the object glass
available. Bring the edge of the diaphragm against middle of the light & your nail on object glass in
line with these shows what is cut off— Sometimes may enlarge the hole in diaphragm— But if you
do so you may have to enlarge the hole in diaphragm near small end — which must be exactly as
large as the pencil of light there. As the diameter of the pencil is to the diameter of the available
portion of the object glass so is the power — so many times it magnifies— A good glass because the
form of the blurred object is the same on each side of the focus i.e shoved in or drawn out. C. was
making a glass for Amherst Col.
ASTRONOMY

March 17, Friday, 1854: The city government of Worcester, Massachusetts purchased some parkland (the 1st
occasion on which any US city had ever done any such thing).
Treaty talks between Japanese officials and Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry continued. Members of the
expedition with special functions, such as Daguerreotypist Eliphalet M. Brown, Jr., telegraphists William B.
Draper and John P. Williams, the agriculturist/botanist Dr. James Morrow, and some engineers, were allowed
ashore in order to set up their equipment and otherwise prepare to conduct demonstrations. A railway was set
up, consisting of a locomotive pulling one car (one would suppose that the track was a loop but we don’t know
that), as a magnificent gift from the US President to the Emperor of Japan.
On a remarkably warm morning for the season, almost like a May morning, Henry Thoreau surveyed a
houselot belonging to Doctor Joseph Reynolds on Lowell Road near the present Bow Street. This may have
been property that John Stacy had to sell in 1853.
In the afternoon Thoreau walked to the Cliffs.

March 17. Friday. A remarkably warm day for the season; too warm while surveying
without my greatcoat; almost like May heats.
4 P.M.— To Cliffs.
The grass is slightly greened on south bank-sides,– on the south side of the house. It begins to be
windy. Saw a small gyrinus at the brook bridge behind Hubbard’s Grove. The first tinge of green
appears to be due to moisture more than to direct heat. It is not on bare dry banks, but in hollows
where the snow melts last that it is most conspicuous. Fair Haven is open for half a dozen rods about
the shores. If this weather holds, it will be entirely open in a day or two.
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March 19, Sunday, 1854: When the Supply arrived in Japanese waters bearing a load of coal and other stores,
the squadron under Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry rose to a strength of 9 vessels.
Tsar Nikolai I ruled that all public concerts in St. Petersburg must be approved by the director of the Imperial
Theater, thereby restricting all public concerts to Lent when the Imperial Theater was closed.
Henry Thoreau walked in Walden Woods and visited Mill Brook behind Shannon’s.

March 19. Sunday. Cold and windy. The meadow ice bears where shallow. William Rice 2d
(?) saw a woodchuck last Sunday. Met his father in Walden Woods, who described a flock of crows
[American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos] he had just seen which followed him “eying down,
eying down.”
Saw in Mill Brook behind Shannon’s three or four shiners70 (the first), poised over the sand with a
distinct longitudinal light-colored line midway along their sides and a darker line below it. This is a
noteworthy and characteristic lineament, or cipher, or hieroglyphic, or type, of spring. You look into
some clear, sandy-bottomed brook, where it spreads into a deeper bay, yet flowing cold from ice and
snow not far off, and see, indistinctly poised over the sand on invisible fins, the outlines of a shiner,
scarcely to be distinguished from the sands behind it, as if it were transparent, or as [if] the material
of which it was build Ed had all been picked up from them. Chiefly distinguished by the lines I have
mentioned.
Goodwin killed a pigeon [American Passenger Pigeon Ectopistes migratorius (Pigeon,
Wild)71] yesterday.
Flint’s Pond almost entirely open, — much more than Fair Haven.

March 24, Friday, 1854: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry accepted Japanese gift items of manufacture,
lacquerware, silks, finely painted porcelain, fans, pipes, dolls, soy, charcoal and 4 small spaniels of a rare
breed, intended not for him personally but to be carried home to US President Franklin Pierce.
Despite the fact that no had as yet been declared to be in existence, rose in the Parliament and suggested that
the day ought to be one of prayer and humiliation. He was then rebuked by the Prime Minister, , as the
assembled Lords of the Realm prepared to adjourn for their weekend:
My Lords, before your Lordships separate, I would beg to put to
the noble Earl at the head of Her Majesty's Government a question
upon a subject which is just now of much public interest, and I
trust that, although I have not given any formal notice of it,
he will be both able and willing to give a satisfactory answer.
Evening after evening discussions have taken place in this House
relative to the affairs of the East, and to the war with Russia,
upon which this country may be said to have entered; and those
discussions have certainly not been devoid of interest and of
public advantage. It is a subject of congratulation that the
whole of the correspondence with Russia, both secret and
official, having been laid upon the table, it has been found to
be such as to reflect no dishonour upon the British name, and
70. Minnows?
71.Now extinct.
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it may justly be added that it is most creditable to those who
have been entrusted with the conduct of our foreign relations.
These papers show that everything has been done that could have
been done to avert the calamity of war, and they conclusively
establish the justice of the cause we have espoused. Again, from
the discussions that have taken place on the naval and military
armaments, it has been satisfactorily shown that the most
efficient preparation has been made, and that the Government
have not been wanting in the emergency in careful attention to
the good of the public service. Hence they have acquired, at
this important crisis, 1268 the cordial support of public
opinion, and the national enthusiasm in the impending conflict
is scarcely less than that which animates the forces that are
now on their way to the scene of action. All these are most
auspicious and cheering circumstances, but there is one
circumstance which many in this country view with regret and
disappointment, and that is, the omission on the part of the
Government to take any step for publicly invoking the Divine
blessing upon our arms, and upon the cause they are sent forth
to support. Such a step would, I conceive, have been right, at
a time when the country is embarking in a war, certainly of a
very formidable character, and of which no one can foresee the
issue. We may feel confident in the justice of our cause, we may
feel confident in the strength of our armaments, and we shall
certainly not be disappointed in the valour of the brave men we
have sent forth; but "the race is not always to the swift, nor
the battle to the strong;" and if we look not to the Almighty
disposer of events for his guidance and blessing, we may find
our confidence no better justified in the event than was that
of the Spanish Monarch, who once sent against this country the
armada that he styled "invincible." I am no advocate of
superstitious forms and observances, but they may nevertheless
be regarded in general as implying a recognition of the Deity.
I therefore take the liberty of mentioning what came under my
personal observation, when I happened to be with a Russian army
in 1829, on the occasion of a force being detached upon some
special service from Count Diebitsch's army at Adrianople. The
troops were formed in an open plain around an altar, at which a
Greek priest officiated, and after a certain rite, doubtless
including the offering up of prayer, had been performed, the
troops were sprinkled with holy water. The ceremonial, though
not very intelligible in its forms, was undoubtedly designed to
invoke the Divine blessing upon the expedition, and the example
is so far worthy of imitation. Forms of prayer and devotion in
this country are happily simple and intelligible. Prayer is made
during the sitting of Parliament for the Divine blessing upon
your deliberations, and suitable forms of prayer are ordered for
use in our national churches on occasions of calamity or of
danger. Surely, then, on the departure of so many brave men to
engage in the strife of arms, it would be suitable that some
public acknowledgment should 1269 be made of national reliance
on Divine support. I trust the noble Earl will, if he has not
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already done so, take such steps in the matter as would be
becoming in the Government of a Christian people. I therefore
venture to inquire, as a matter of much public interest, whether
it is intended that any form of religious observance should be
commanded in reference to the war in which the country is now
engaged?
THE EARL OF ABERDEEN considered the noble Earl’s appeal somewhat
premature, for war not having yet been declared, the time had
not arrived when such a step as that to which the noble Earl
referred could properly be taken, even if it should be thought
proper to take it at all. He would remind the noble Earl, too,
that there was in our liturgy a prayer to be publicly used in
time of war, and which for the same reason — that war did not
exist — was not read in our churches; and it would, he submitted,
be premature to announce any proceeding of this sort, until the
emergency to which it was to be directed arose.
March 24. Fair again, the snow melting. Great flocks of hyemalis [Dark-eyed
Junco Junco hyemalis (Slate-colored Sparrow or Snow-bird)] drifting about with their jingling
note. The same ducks under Clamshell Hill. The elm buds were apparently expanded before this
cold, which began on the l8th. Goose Pond half open. Flint’s has perhaps fifteen or twenty acres of
ice yet about shores. Can hardly tell when it is open this year. The black ducks [Black Duck Anas
rubripes (Dusky Duck)] — the most common that I see — are the only ones whose note I know or
hear, — a hoarse, croaking quack. How shy they are!

March 27, Monday, 1854: Duke Carlo III of Parma died of the wounds he had received on the previous day
and was succeeded by his son Roberto.
William Speiden, Jr. offers in his diary of the Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry expedition to Japan an
account of commissioners being welcomed to banquets aboard the Macedonian and the Powhatan. Speiden
attended the banquet aboard the Powhatan and witnessed the toasts offered to the health of the Emperor of
Japan and President of the United States of America Franklin Pierce. Speiden’s own father proffered one of
these toasts: “California and Japan, next door neighbors, may they soon step in and spend the evening with
each other.” At the conclusion of the banquet the Japanese guests were subjected to a minstrel entertainment.
With the evening finally over, the son speculated to his journal that “I truly believe that the new era which is
now about to take place in the History of the Japanese Empire, will be one in which far more greater changes
will occur than we have at this time any reason to anticipate, and that too before many years have passed.”
Russia declared war on France. As if that were not quite enough news for any given day — amidst a group of
titles by Ticknor, Reed & Fields the Boston Evening Transcript provided in its 2d column of its 2d page a
“Literary Announcement,” of Henry Thoreau’s WALDEN.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

March 27, Saw a hawk — probably marsh hawk [Northern Harrier

Circus cyaneus
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Marsh Hawk (Hen Harrier or Frog Hawk)] — by meadow.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
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March 28, Tuesday, 1854: After the Requiem mass for the funeral of Michael Arneth, prior of St. Florian and
friend of Anton Bruckner, Bruckner’s Vor Arneths Grab for chorus and 3 trombones and Libera me, Domine
for chorus, 3 trombones, cello, double bass, and organ were heard for the initial time.
Rumors were circulating through the American fleet in the Far East that the Japanese negotiators had agreed
to open a couple of ports to American vessels, one of them to be the port of Shimoda.
Hector Berlioz conducted in Hanover again, less successfully than in the previous year (but, he was a hit with
the King and Queen).
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to White Pond. And, when he picked up the mail, there was the nicest
surprise: “Got first proof of ‘Walden’.”72

ROSS/ADAMS
COMMENTARY
In the chapter “Visitors” the author had deployed the phrase “a ridiculous mouse.”73 Although this can be
found elsewhere in classical literature, for instance in the writings of Athenaeus, those with that sort of
education would have recognized it most readily as a reference to Horace’s ARS POETICA, 139, “Mountains will
labor, to bring forth a ridiculous mouse.”

WALDEN: I think that I love society as much as most, and am ready
enough to fasten myself like a blood-sucker for the time to any
full-blooded man that comes in my way. I am naturally no hermit,
but might possibly sit out the sturdiest frequenter of the barroom, if my business called me thither.
I had three chairs in my house; one for solitude, two for
friendship, three for society. When visitors came in larger and
unexpected numbers there was but the third chair for them all,
but they generally economized the room by standing up. It is
surprising how many great men and women a small house will
contain. I have had twenty-five or thirty souls, with their
bodies, at once under my roof, and yet we often parted without
being aware that we had come very near to one another. Many of
our houses, both public and private, with their almost
innumerable apartments, their huge halls and their cellars for
the storage of wines and other munitions of peace, appear to me
extravagantly large for their inhabitants. They are so vast and
magnificent that the latter seem to be only vermin which infest
them. I am surprised when the herald blows his summons before some
Tremont or Astor or Middlesex House, to see come creeping out over
the piazza for all inhabitants a ridiculous mouse, which soon
again slinks into some hole in the pavement.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

HERMIT
HORACE
72. Thoreau would not finish with his editing of this 1st proof until May.
73. Those with the benefit of the classical education would have received this as a reference to Horace.
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We need not take this to be a reference to the labor of producing this magnificent book since by coincidence
on this very day “the Allies” and Russia were in the process of declaring war upon each other (fighting
centering upon the destruction of the Russian naval base at Sevastopol), something which would eventually
come to be known as the “Crimean War” — Great Britain, Turkey, Sardinia, and France declared war on
Russia while Russia declared war on Great Britain. With the benefit of our historical hindsight we now know
how very well that effort was going to proceed!

March 28. P.M. — To White Pond.
Coldest day for a month or more, — severe as almost any in the winter. Saw this afternoon either a
snipe
[Common
Snipe Gallinago
gallinago]
or
a
woodcock
[Woodcock,
American Scolopax minor]; it appeared rather small for the last.74 Pond opening on the
northeast. A flock of hyemalis [Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis (Slate-colored Sparrow or
Snow-bird)] drifting from a wood over a field incessantly for four or five minutes, — thousands of
them, notwithstanding the cold. The fox-colored sparrow [Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca (Foxcolored Sparrow)] sings sweetly also. Saw a small slate-colored hawk, with wings transversely
mottled beneath, — probably the sharp-shinned hawk [Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipter striatus
(slate-colored hawk, including subspecies perobscurus, velox, suttoni, madrensis, fringilloides,
and venator)]. Got first proof of “Walden.”
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

March 31, Friday, 1854: William Speiden, Jr. was among the few permitted to come ashore on this day and
proceed with Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry to the House of Reception. On behalf of the United States
of America the Commodore signed a treaty with Japanese officials to establish a “permanent” relationship
between their nations. In the Treaty of Kanagawa the Japanese pledged that they would save shipwrecked
Americans, provide fuel for American ships, and allow opportunities for trade. The treaty opened the ports of
Hakodate and Shimoda to American vessels.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

READ THE FULL TEXT
March 31. Weather changes at last to drizzling.
In criticising your writing, trust your fine instinct. There are many things which we come very near
questioning, but do not question. When I have sent off my manuscripts to the printer, certain
objectionable sentences or expressions are sure to obtrude themselves on my attention with force,
though I had not consciously suspected them before. My critical instinct then at once breaks the ice
and comes to the surface.

74. Probably a snipe.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
April 4, Tuesday, 1854: Chief of Staff Henry Allen Adams was dispatched to convey the newly signed
Kanagawa treaty to officials in the United States of America. He departed on board the USS Saratoga to begin
his homeward journey.
A week after the declaration of war, Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka left Paris for Russia.
The 2d Regiment of Dragoons under Lieutenant Colonel Philip St. George Cooke defeated the Jicarilla
Apaches at the canyon of Ojo Caliente.

WHITE ON RED, RED ON WHITE

The police raided a fandango house on Pacific Street between Stockton Street and Dupont Street in San
Francisco, and arrested 11 men and 14 women under this municipality’s new anti-prostitution ordinance
(evidently these folks were suspected either of having been up to no good or of having too good a time).
Joseph Tussaud returned to London with a head-chopping machine that he had procured from Clément Sanson.
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This “guillotine” was to become a part of Madame Tussaud’s Waxworks.

HEADCHOPPING

An article by John Russell Bartlett appeared in the New York Herald, on pages 5 and 6, entitled
“The Aboriginal Semi-civilization of the Great California Basin, with a Refutation of the popular theory of the
Northern Origin of the Aztecs of Mexico,” on the migration of Aztecs and the distribution of Native Americans
in the Great Basin region, from which Thoreau would copy into his eighth Indian Notebook.
American and English ships began to land forces at Shanghai to protect American interests during Chinese
civil strife. This would continue until June 17th.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Henry Thoreau spent all day surveying an Acton woodlot belonging to Abel Hosmer near the railroad and the
road to Stow, Jessie Willis, George Wright, Joel Conant, (?) Adams, Asa Parker and the area just west of the
Damon Mill land.
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View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/58a.htm

April 4. All day surveying a wood-lot in Acton for Abel Hosmer. He says that he has seen
the small slate-colored hawk pursue and catch doves [Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura
(Turtle Dove)], i.e. the sharp-shinned [Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipter striatus]. Has found some
trouble in driving off a large slate-colored hawk from a hen in his yard, at which he pounced again
close by him, — undoubtedly a goshawk. Has also noticed the butcher-bird [Northern
Shrike Lanius excubitor (Butcher-bird)] catching other birds. Calls him the “mock-bird.”
I observe that all the farmers have pretty much the same stories of this kind to tell. They will describe
a large, bold slate-colored hawk (the goshawk) [Goshawk Accipter gentillis (Cape Eagle,
Partridge Hawk)] about here some two years ago, which caught some of their hens, and the like.
The afternoon very pleasant.
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April 6, Thursday: The Americans of the fleet in the Far East made a gift to the Japanese of their 12-pound
Howitzers, with boat and field carriage and other equipment.
At 6 PM, Henry Thoreau went up the Assabet River.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

April 6. P.M. — Up Assabet.
A still warmer day than yesterday — a warm, moist rain-smelling west wind. I am surprised [to] find
so much of the white maples already out. The light-colored stamens show to some rods. Probably
they began as early as day before yesterday. They resound with the hum of honey-bees, heard a
dozen rods off, and you see thousands of them about the flowers against the sky. They know where
to look for the white maple and when. This susurrus carries me forward some months toward
summer. I was reminded before of those still warm summer moons when the breams’ nests are left
dry, and the fishes retreat from the shallows into the cooler depths, and the cows stand up to their
bellies in the river. The reminiscence came over me like a summer’s dream. The alders, both kinds,
just above the hemlocks, have just begun to shed their pollen. They are hardly as forward as the white
maples, but these are not in so warm a position as some. I am in doubt which (alder or maple) may
be earliest this year. Have not looked so closely as last year. In clearing out the Assabet Spring,
disturbed two small speckled (palustris) frogs just beginning to move. Saw flying over what I at first
thought a gull, then a fish hawk [Osprey Pandion haliaetus (Fish Eagle or Fish Hawk)]. Heard
the snipe [Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago (Wilson’s Snipe or Brown Snipe)] over the
meadows this evening; probably to be heard for a night or two; sounds on different days as if
approaching or receding; — over the meadows recently become bare.
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April 10, Monday, 1854: The Americans of the fleet in the Far East drew within sight of Edo and then turned
and stood for Yokohama.
In the afternoon, Henry Thoreau went to Great Meadows by boat, and sailed back.
Long before Thoreau’s lifetime, the alluvial plain of the
Concord Valley lay at the bottom of a gray glacial lake. This
beaded ribbon of turbid water extended the whole length of the
valley, widening over bedrock basins that would later become
meadows, and narrowing in bedrock constrictions. In Thoreau’s
epoch, every strong flood recreated the moccasin footprints of
this ancient glacial lake at a lower level. The result was a
“chain of handsome lakes” that was made higher, more frequent,
and more long-lasting by the direct and indirect effects of the
Billerica dam. He described the largest lake, over the Sudbury
Meadows, as a “smaller Lake Huron,” more than a mile across in
every direction. Next in size was that over the Great Meadows
of Concord, more than two miles long and half a mile wide. Both
of these transient lakes could last for weeks at a time, which
was long enough for him to be surprised when they finally
disappeared. During floods, the already wide Carlisle reach
expanded to resemble one of New York’s smaller Finger Lakes.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, pages 120-121

Two earthquake shocks, one at 10:30 AM local time and another 15 minutes later, were experienced in San
Francisco. The 2d of these was the more severe, and at Point Lobos was more violent.
CALIFORNIA

April 10: April rain. How sure a rain is to bring the tree sparrows into the yard, to sing
sweetly, canary-like!
I bought me a spy-glass some weeks since. I buy but few things, and those not till long after I begin
to want them, so that when I do get them I am prepared to make a perfect use of them and extract
their whole sweet.
Saw a dead sucker yesterday.

CRUICKSHANK
COMMENTARY
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P.M. — To Great Meadows by boat, and sail back.
“Downriver,” “To Great Meadow,” and “To Hill” signified a
northward trip down the Concord River below the triple point of
the confluence. After passing through a straight reach aligned
by the local bedrock strike, arched by two bridges, and flanked
by gravel bars of historic sediment that were repeatedly
dredged, he entered the north side of Great Meadow. Bounded by
the site of the Old North Bridge to the southwest and Ball’s
Hill to the northeast, it was two miles long and half a mile
across. When in flood, the meadow was his favorite inland sea
to sail upon because the wind was least impeded and the waves
were highest.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11

There are many snipes [Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago] now feeding in the meadows,
which you come close upon, and then they go off with hoarse cr-r-r-ack cr-r-r-ack. They dive down
suddenly from a considerable height sometimes when they alight. A boy fired at a blue-winged teal
[Blue-winged Teal Anas discors] a week ago. A great many red-wings [Red-winged
Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus] along the water’s edge in the meadow. Some of these
blackbirds quite black, and some apparently larger than the rest. Are they all red-wings? The
crimson stigmas, like the hazel, of the white maple, generally by themselves, make handsome show.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

April 18, Tuesday, 1854: The trial of Matthew Flournoy Ward, a son of the richest man in Kentucky,
for shooting and killing the principal of the Louisville High School, Professor William H.G. Butler, began in
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, after a change of venue had been obtained. Alfred Allen of Breckinridge County
was at that time the commonwealth’s attorney, and would be assisted in the prosecution by Robert F. Carpenter
of Covington, F.W. Gibson of Louisville, and Sylvester Harris of Elizabethtown. Attorneys for the defense
included John J Crittenden of Frankfort, Thomas F. Marshall of Versailles, George Alfred Caldwell, Nat
Wolfe, and Thomas W. Riley of Louisville, and John L. Helm. R.B. Hays, and James W. Hays of
Elizabethtown, not to mention by name some 10 additional attorneys for the defense.
The Americans of the fleet in the Far East found the bay of the island of Oshima, “a small harbour but a very
pretty place.”
Henry Thoreau sent off some Harvard Library books, hand carry, with a note to Thaddeus William Harris.
To: Thaddeus W. Harris
From: HDT
Date: 18 April 1854
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Concord April 18th ’54
Dear Sir,
I return by Mr. Gerrish three vols. viz Agassiz sur Les Glaciers Shepard’s Clear
Sunshine and New England in 1652
Yrs
Henry D. Thoreau
In the afternoon, he went to “stone-heaps” by boat.

April 18. For three or four days the lilac buds have looked green, — the most advanced that
I have seen. The earliest gooseberry still earlier in garden (though smaller buds).
P.M. — To stone-heaps by boat.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

Scared up snipes [Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago] on the meadow’s edge, which go off
with their strange zigzag, crazy flight and a distressed sound, — craik craik or cr-r-ack cr-r-rack.
One booms now at 3 P.M. They circle round and round, and zigzag high over the meadow, and finally
alight again, descending abruptly from that height. Was surprised to see a wagtail thrush, the goldencrowned, [Vide April 26. Probably hermit thrush [Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus].] at the
Assabet Spring, which inquisitively followed me along the shore over the snow, hopping quite near.
I should say this was the golden-crowned thrush without doubt, though I saw none of the gold, if this
and several more which I saw bad not kept close to the water. May possibly be the aquaticus. Have
a jerk of the forked tail. The male yellow redpoll’s breast and under parts are of a peculiarly splendid
and lively yellow, glowing [Palm Warbler Dendroica palmarum]. It is remarkable that they too
are found about willows, etc., along the water. Saw another warbler [Vide April 25.] [Yellow-rumped
Warbler Dendroica coronata] about in the same localities, — somewhat creeper-like, very restless,
more like the Tennessee warbler than any, methinks. Light-slate or bluish-slate head and shoulders,
yellowish backward, all white beneath, and a distinct white spot on the wing; a harsh grating note
(?) Saw two wood ducks [Wood Duck Aix sponsa] probably; saw a white spot behind eyes; they
went off with a shriller craik than the black ducks.
I now feel pretty sure that they were crow blackbirds [Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula
(Crow Blackbird)] which I saw April 3d with the red-wings [Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius
phoeniceus]. They are stout fellows without any red epaulet, and go off with a hoarser chuck chuck,
with rounded tail. They make that split singing, and, with the red-wing, feed along the water’s edge.
Heard a red-wing sing his bobylee in new wise, as if he tossed up a fourpence and it rattled on some
counter in the air as it went up. Saw to-day a lesser blackbird, size of cowbird, slaty-black, on
meadow edge. What was it?
The snow is sprinkled along the street with the large scales of buds from the trees; thus revealing;
what kind of fall is going on at this season.
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April 21, Friday, 1854: William Lloyd Garrison, in his review for The Liberator (page 2, columns 3-4)
“Exploration of the Amazon, and Designs of the Slave Power” of William Lewis Herndon’s and Lardner
Gibbon’s EXPLORATION OF THE VALLEY OF THE AMAZON, opinioned as to the base motives that lay behind all
this activity. Was it not that “the prime motive” for such an exploration of the swampy jungle would be “to
discover new fields and open new resources for the Slave Power, whereby its domains shall be illimitable, and
its existence perpetuated as long as a tropical soil and climate can endure its pestiferous presence”?

“LIFE WITHOUT PRINCIPLE”: Lieutenant Herndon, whom our Government sent
to explore the Amazon, and, it is said, to extend the area of
Slavery, observed that there was wanting there “an industrious
and active population, who know what the comforts of life are,
and who have artificial wants to draw out the great resources of
the country.” But what are the artificial wants to be encouraged?
Not the love of luxuries, like the tobacco and slaves of, I
believe, his native Virginia, nor the ice and granite and other
material wealth of our native New England; nor are “the great
resources of a country” that fertility or barrenness of soil which
produces these. The chief want, in every State that I have been
into, was a high and earnest purpose in its inhabitants.
This alone draws out “the great resources” of Nature, and at last
taxes her beyond her resources; for man naturally dies out of her.
When we want culture more than potatoes, and illumination more
than sugar-plums, then the great resources of a world are taxed
and drawn out, and the result, or staple production, is, not
slaves, nor operatives, but men, –those rare fruits called
heroes, saints, poets, philosophers, and redeemers.
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Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry went ashore to return an official call of the Japanese Governor. The men
made jest of a Marine who took a misstep while attempting to land and fell overboard (“So up sprang Jones to
lead the way / When overboard he tumbled in the Bay”).
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to Saw Mill Brook. He made an entry in his journal that he was later
to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” as:

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

[Paragraph 41] The title wise is, for the most part, falsely applied.
How can one be a wise man, if he does not know any better how to
live than other men?—if he is only more cunning and intellectually
subtle? Does Wisdom work in a tread-mill? or does she teach how to
succeed by her example? Is there any such thing as wisdom not
applied to life? Is she merely the miller who grinds the finest logic? It
is pertinent to ask if Plato got his living in a better way or more
successfully than his contemporaries,—or did he succumb to the
difficulties of life like other men? Did he seem to prevail over some
of them merely by indifference, or by assuming grand airs? or find it
easier to live, because his aunt remembered him in her will? The ways
in which most men get their living, that is, live, are mere make-shifts,

He had some questions about classic Greek philosophy, for instance questions about an Athenian philosopher
named Aristokles, who had been characterized as Plato or “broad” after the shoulders that he had developed
as a wrestler in his youth:
April 21. 6 A.M. – Heard the bay-wing ^one of the seringos sparrow [Vesper
Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus] in the redeemed meadows. None yesterday morning. At a
distance hear only the end of its strain, like the ring of a small piece of steel dropped on an anvil. A
few F. hyemalis [Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis (Slate-colored Sparrow or Snow-bird)] still
about. Are not those little whorls of black pointed scales the female blossom of the Thuya
occidentalis?
Scarcely an April shower yet.
How can a man be a wise man, if he does n’t know any better how to live than other men? —if he is
only more cunning and intellectually subtle? Does Wisdom work in a treadmill? Does Wisdom fail?
or does she teach how to succeed by her example? Is she merely the miller who grinds the finest
logic? Did Plato get his living in a better way or more successfully than his contemporaries? Did he
succumb to the difficulties of life like other men? Did he merely prevail over them by indifference,
or by assuming grand airs? or find it easier to live because his aunt remembered him in her will?
P.M. — To Saw Mill Brook.
As I was handling the arbor-vitæ to-day, an odor like strawberries came from [it]. Is that
terebinthine? The lilac is beginning to open to-day. The snows go off and the lustre of the
wintergreen is undiminished. The large black ants are at work on their hills. The great scalloped leaf
betrays the P. grandidentata. How silent and deserted the woods are! I do not fairly see a chickadee
even. Snow with its tracks would make it seem more inhabited. How we prize any redness on the
ground! — a red stain in a stone or even a coxcomb lichen on a stump! The hellebore at the brook
has shot up six or eight inches with its compact bundles and will soon catch the cabbage. It is now
one of the most forward plants. That gooseberry at the brook is the most forward shrub or tree at
present that I can find out of doors in Concord. [Added later: Excepting the spiræa.] [Added later
yet: The thimble-berry in some places equally forward, and perhaps the honeysuckle vine.] It shows
more of a leaf than the lilac or Missouri currant, which may come nest. As I go up the hill beyond

[Transcript]
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the brook, while the hylodes are heard behind, I perceive the faintest possible flowerlike scent as
from the earth, reminding me of anemonies and houstonias. Can it be the budded mouse-ears under
my feet? Downy-swaddled, they lie along flat to the earth like a child on its mother’s bosom. I sit on
a rock awhile just below the old trough. These are those early times when the rich golden-brown
tassels of the alders tremble over the brooks — and not a leaf on their twigs. We are far north with
Sir John Franklin. I see the first of that bent lake grass on the smooth surface of a flooded meadow,
with a dimple at its stern. It is a warm sight. The fruit of the O. spectabilis(?), flowering fern, still
perfect. I see on the red cedar the male blossom buds not yet quite open, and very minute hollows
with whitish scales at the ends of some of the branchlets, which I take to be the female flowers.
The song of the purple finch on the elms (he also frequents firs and spruce) is rich and continuous,
like, but fainter and more rapid than, that of a robin, — some of the cherruwit in it and a little of the
warble of the martin [Purple Martin Progne subis]. A martin was found dead the 18th after the
snows, and many bluebirds [Bluebird, Eastern Sialia sialis] in Brookfield.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

April 22, Saturday, 1854: Harvey D. Parker purchased a property west of School House Lane in Boston,
directly across the street from the 1749/1754 King’s Chapel and just down the road from the domed
Massachusetts State House, and tore down the mansion built there in 1704 by John Mico, that had been
inhabited in turn by Colonel Jacob Wendall, Governor Moses Gill, and the Boylston family and had then fallen
into decrepitude as a boarding house. He began construction of a brick hotel faced in white marble. The 1st
and 2d floors of this 5-story Italianate structure would be provided with arched windows.
Anton Bruckner’s Laßt Jubeltöne laut erklingen for male chorus and brass to words of Weiss was performed
for the initial time, for the reception of the future Empress Elizabeth, in Linz.
Officers received permission to visit Shimoda, remaining within 10 miles of the shoreline. Shore leave had
been restricted since an incident of unauthorized leave that took place earlier during negotiations raised
objection by the Japanese. William Speiden, Jr. went ashore with his friend Anton L.C. Portman and others.
They walked out into the country. Speiden noted the picturesque scenery, the presence of many children, and
a visit with some young Japanese ladies.
Hector Berlioz gave the 1st of 4 highly successful concerts in Dresden, conducting La damnation de Faust.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR APRIL 22D]

[Transcript]
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April 22, Saturday, 1854: Harvey D. Parker purchased a property west of School House Lane in Boston,
directly across the street from the 1749/1754 King’s Chapel and just down the road from the domed
Massachusetts State House, and tore down the mansion built there in 1704 by John Mico, that had been
inhabited in turn by Colonel Jacob Wendall, Governor Moses Gill, and the Boylston family and had then fallen
into decrepitude as a boarding house. He began construction of a brick hotel faced in white marble. The 1st
and 2d floors of this 5-story Italianate structure would be provided with arched windows.
Anton Bruckner’s Laßt Jubeltöne laut erklingen for male chorus and brass to words of Weiss was performed
for the initial time, for the reception of the future Empress Elizabeth, in Linz.
Officers received permission to visit Shimoda, remaining within 10 miles of the shoreline. Shore leave had
been restricted since an incident of unauthorized leave that took place earlier during negotiations raised
objection by the Japanese. William Speiden, Jr. went ashore with his friend Anton L.C. Portman and others.
They walked out into the country. Speiden noted the picturesque scenery, the presence of many children, and
a visit with some young Japanese ladies.
Hector Berlioz gave the 1st of 4 highly successful concerts in Dresden, conducting La damnation de Faust.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR APRIL 22D]

April 26, Wednesday, 1854: The jury in the trial of Matthew Flournoy Ward, a son of the richest man in
Kentucky, who had shot and killed the principal of the Louisville High School, Professor William H.G. Butler,
retired for deliberation at 5 P.M. and would deliver its “not guilty” verdict the following morning.
In the American fleet in the Far East, Court Martial sentences were read for 2 men.
At 2:30PM Henry Thoreau went on foot to Lee’s Cliff. That evening there was a heavy thunder-shower.

April 26. Heard at 8 A.M. the peculiar loud and distinct ring of the first toad, at a distance.
April-morning weather, threatening showeriness.
2.30 P.M. — To Lee’s Cliff on foot.
A still, warm, overcast clay with a southwest wind (this is what the Indians made so much of), and
the finest possible dew-like rain in the air from time to time, now more of the sun. It is now so warm
that I go back to leave my greatcoat for the first time, and the cooler smell of possible rain is
refreshing. The toads ring more or less.
When the toads begin to ring,
Then thinner clothing bring,
Or off your greatcoat fling.
It is not yet time for thin clothes. Did I hear a tree-toad to-day? As I go over Hubbard’s land I see A.
Wheeler burning brush, clearing up on Fair Haven. Great volumes or clouds of white smoke are

[Transcript]
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blown gently northeastward, while the bright-scarlet flame is seen here and there creeping along its
edge. They begin to burn on the lee side. The farmers are now busily plowing, some setting out roots
and planting. I seem to perceive a slight fragrance in the air.
Found part of a bird’s head and bill, — I think that of the thrush I saw on the 18th and yesterday. The
bill (with notch) and what part of the head is left are exactly like the hermit thrush in F. Brown’s
collection, except that mine is yellow inside bill (but his has probably faded); and I see that the
latter’s legs, which W. calls dusky, are light enough for my bird, and the colors above — olivaceous,
and foxy rump and tail - are the same, but the hermit thrush's spots on breast appear darker. I think
I have seen or heard of more dead birds than usual this season, - read of bluebirds, heard of a martin
(both killed by cold), also seen a dead robin or two and this thrush.
The woods are full of myrtle-birds [Yellow-rumped Warbler
Dendroica coronata] this
afternoon, more common and commonly heard than any, especially along the edge of woods on oaks,
etc., –their note an oft-repeated fine jingle, a che che che che, che che, or a tweedle tweedle tweedle
tweedle-twe. As I heard the tull lull from the same quarter from time to time, I think it came from it.
Perhaps it may be written, a tea le, tea le, tea le. These small birds – and all small birds – seen against
the sky at a little distance look black. There is not breadth enough to their colors to make any
impression; they are mere motes, intercepting the light, the substance of a shadow.
The woods are full of myrtle-birds this afternoon, more common and commonly heard than any,
especially along the edge of woods on oaks, etc., — their note an oft-repeated fine jingle, a che' che,
che' che, che' che, or a tweedle tweedle tweedle tweedle-twe. As I heard the tull lull from the same
quarter from time to time, I think it came from it. Perhaps it may be written, a tea le, tea le, tea le.
These small birds — and all small birds — seen against the sky at a little distance look black. There
is not breadth enough to their colors to make any impression; they are mere motes, intercepting the
light, the substance of a shadow.
Birds sing all day when it is warm, still, and overcast as now, much more than in clear weather, and
the hyla too is heard, as at evening. The hylodes commonly begins early in the afternoon, and its
quire increases till evening. I hear now snipes far over the meadow incessantly at 3.15 P.M. The men
bogging in the meadow do not hear them, and much else.
The swamp sparrow, very dark, with chestnut and black, and quirk of the tail, flits shyly under the
alders along the causeway; hides or lurks behind the trunks like song sparrow and hardly rests a
moment in one place.
The lark on the top of an apple tree sings a tchea te che, then perhaps tche tehea, only a plaintive
clear round note. Hear the first chewink [Ground-bird,75 Ground-robin, Chewink (Rufous-sided
Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus)] hopping and chewinking among the shrub oaks.
To-day the air is full of birds; they attend the opening of the buds. The trees begin to leaf, and the
leaf-like wings of birds are in the air. The buds start, then the insects, then the birds. Saw probably
a pigeon hawk [Merlin Falco columbarius (Pigeon Hawk)] skim straight and low over field and
wood, and another the next day apparently dark slate-color. It is warm and still, almost sultry, as if
there might be a thunder-shower before night. Now look down on Fair Haven. How pleasant in
spring a still, overcast, warm day like this, when [lie water is smooth! The sweet-gale in blossom,
forming islets surrounded by water, on the meadow, looks like sere brown leaves left on. At the Cliff
the Arabis lævigata76 is just out to-day; the honeysuckle will be, say, the very earliest, to-morrow.77
A barberry bush quite forwardly leafing under the rock, and a young apple. The early gooseberry
quite green.
9 P.M. — Quite a heavy thunder-shower, — the 2nd lightning, I think.
The vivid lightning, as I wallk the street, reveals the contrast between day and night. The rising cloud
in the west makes it very dark and difficult to find my way, when there comes a flash which lights
up the street for a moment almost as brightly as the day, far more so than moonlight, and I see a

75. Thoreau occasionally used this term for such ground-feeding birds as Savannah Sparrow
Sparrow
Melospiza melodia, and Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus.
76. Probably T. stricta.
77. Vide May 1st.

Passerculus sandwichensis, Song

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
person on the sidewalk before me fifty rods off—

May 6, Saturday, 1854: More than a year after its disastrous premiere, La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi was
produced once again in Venice, this time at the Teatro San Benedetto, with different singers. It was a complete
success.
The 1st issue of a publication of the Catholic Church, the Weekly Catholic Standard.
An accidental fall from the foretopsail yard took the life of a sailor named Parish, who would be buried in a
Buddhist temple yard on that far-eastern shore.
In Sacramento, there was a convention for the organization of the Grand Chapter of California Freemasons.
A comment in Scientific American helps us understand Henry Thoreau’s remark in WALDEN, “often the richest
freight will be discharged upon a Jersey shore”:
The late terrific shipwrecks on the Jersey shores, by which so
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many lost their lives....
TIMELINE OF SHIPWRECKS

WALDEN: I have always endeavored to acquire strict business
habits; they are indispensable to every man. If your trade is with
the Celestial Empire, then some small counting house on the coast,
in some Salem harbor, will be fixture enough. You will export such
articles as the country affords, purely native products, much ice
and pine timber and a little granite, always in native bottoms.
These will be good ventures. To oversee all the details yourself
in person; to be at once pilot and captain, and owner
and underwriter; to buy and sell and keep the accounts; to read
every letter received, and write or read every letter sent;
to superintend the discharge of imports night and day; to be upon
many parts of the coast almost at the same time; –often the
richest freight will be discharged upon a Jersey shore;– to be
your own telegraph, unweariedly sweeping the horizon, speaking
all passing vessels bound coastwise; to keep up a steady despatch
of commodities, for the supply of such a distant and exorbitant
market; to keep yourself informed of the state of the markets,
prospects of war and peace every where, and anticipate the
tendencies of trade and civilization, –taking advantage of the
results of all exploring expeditions, using new passages and all
improvements in navigation;– charts to be studied, the position
of reefs and new lights and buoys to be ascertained, and ever,
and ever, the logarithmic tables to be corrected, for by the error
of some calculator the vessel often splits upon a rock that should
have reached a friendly pier, –there is the untold fate of La
Perouse;– universal science to be kept pace with, studying the
lives of all great discoverers and navigators, great adventurers
and merchants, from Hanno and the Phoenicians down to our day;
in fine, account of stock to be taken from time to time, to know
how you stand. It is a labor to task the faculties of a man, –
such problems of profit and loss, of interest, of tare and tret,
and gauging of all kinds in it, as demand a universal knowledge.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

JEAN-FRANÇOIS DE GALOUP
JOSEPH FRANCIS
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In the afternoon Thoreau went to a location where there was epigæa, by way of Clamshell Bank or Hill.
He made an entry in his journal that he was later to copy into his early lecture “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT”
It would be combined with an entry made on March 7, 1852 to form the following:

BRAD DEAN’S
COMMENTARY

[Paragraph 76] We may well be ashamed to tell what things we have
read or heard in our day. I do not know why my news should be so
trivial,—considering what one’s dreams and expectations are, why the
developments should be so paltry. The news I hear for the most part is
not news to my genius. It is the stalest repetition. How many a man
continues his daily paper because he cannot help it, which is the case
with all vicious habits?1 Communication from Heaven is a journal still
published, which never reprints the President’s Message, but rather
the higher law.2 These facts appear to float in the atmosphere,
insignificant as the sporules of fungi—and impinge on some
neglected thallus or surface of my mind, which affords a basis for
them—and hence a parasitic growth. We should wash ourselves clean
of such news. Methinks that in a sane moment a man would bear with
indifference if a trustworthy messenger were to inform him that the
sun drowned himself last night. Of what consequence though our own
planet explode, if there is no character involved in the explosion?

1. This and the following sentence were drawn from the Nantucket Inquirer summary.
Their placement at this point in the paragraph is indicated by the arrangement of the sentences in
the Inquirer and by a caret in the copy-text manuscript.
2. Bradley P. Dean has emended the Nantucket Inquirer forms “‘Communication from Heaven’”
and “‘higher law’” by dropping the quotation marks from both and italicizing the former.

May 6. P.M. — To epigæa via Clamshell Hill.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

There is no such thing as pure objective observation.
Your observation, to be interesting, i.e. to be significant, must be subjective. The sum of what the
writer of whatever class has to report is simply some human experience, whether he be poet or
philosopher or man of science. The man of most science is the man most alive, whose life is the
greatest event. Senses that take cognizance of outward things merely are of no avail. It matters not
where or how far you travel, — the farther commonly the worse, — but how much alive you are.
If it is possible to conceive of an event outside to humanity, it is not of the slightest significance,
though it were the explosion of a planet. Every important worker will report what life there is in hire.
It makes no odds into what seeming deserts the poet is born. Though all his neighbors pronounce it
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a Sahara, it will be a paradise to him; for the desert which we see is the result of the barrenness of
our experience. No mere willful activity whatever, whether in writing verses or collecting statistics,
will produce true poetry or science. If you are really a sick man, it is indeed to be regretted, for you
cannot accomplish so much as if you were well. All that a man has to say or do that can possibly
concern mankind, is in some shape or other to tell the story of his love, — to sing; and, if he is
fortunate and keeps alive, he will be forever in love. This alone is to be alive to the extremities. It is
a pity that this divine creature should ever suffer from cold feet; a still greater pity that the coldness
so often reaches to his heart. I look over the report of the doings of a scientific association and am
surprised that there is so little life to be reported; I am put off with a parcel of dry technical terms.
Anything living is easily and naturally expressed in popular language. I cannot help suspecting that
the life of these learned professors has been almost as inhuman and wooden as a rain-gauge or selfregistering magnetic machine. They communicate no fact which rises to the temperature of bloodheat. It does n’t all amount to one rhyme.
The ducks
appear to be gone (though the water is higher than at any time since that greatest of
all rises, I think, — reached its height, yesterday; the arches are quite concealed), swept by with the
spring snow and ice and wind, though to-day it has spit a little snow and is very windy (northwest)
and cold enough for gloves. Is not that the true spring when the F. hyemalis [Dark-eyed
Junco Junco hyemalis Slate-colored Sparrow] and tree sparrows [American Tree
Sparrow Spizella arborea] are with us singing in the cold mornings with the song sparrows
[Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia (melodia)], and ducks and gulls
are about? The Viola
ovata this end of Clamshell hill, perhaps a day or two; let it go, then, Also, dandelions, perhaps the
first, yesterday. This flower makes a great show, — a sun itself in the grass. How emphatic it is! You
cannot but observe it set in the liquid green grass even at a distance. I am surprised that the sight of
it does not affect me more, but I look at it as unmoved as if but a day had elapsed since I saw it in
the fall. As I remember, the most obvious and startling flowers as yet have been the crowfoot,
cowslip, and dandelion, so much of a high color against the russet or green. We do not realize yet so
high and brilliant a flower as the red lily or arethusa. Horse-print is an inch or two high, and it [is]
refreshing to scent it again. The Equisetum sylvaticum has just bloomed against Hosmer’s gap.
It is the young shoots of the choke-cherry which are the more forward, — those which are not
blossom-budded, — and this is the case with most trees and shrubs. These are growing while the
older are blossoming. Female flower of sweet-gale how long? At Ministerial Swamp, the anthers of
the larch appear now effete. I am surprised to find a larch whose female cones are pure white (not
rose or crimson). The bundles of larch leaves are now fairly separating. Meadow saxifrage just out
at Second Division. The cowslip now makes a show there, though not elsewhere, and not there as
much as it will. There is a large and dense field of a small rush there, already a foot high, whose old
and dead tops look like blossoms at a distance. The mayflower is in perfection. It has probably been
out more than a week. Returned over the hill back of J.P. Brown’s. Was surprised at the appearance
of the flood. Seen now from the same side with the westering sun, it looks like a dark-blue liquid
like indigo poured in amid the hills, with great bays making up between them, flooding the
causeways and over the channel of each tributary brook, — another Musketaquid making far inland.
I see in the distance the light, feathery willow rows [?] on the causeway, stretching across it, the trees
just blooming and coming into leaf, and isolated red-topped maples standing far in the midst of the
flood. This dark-blue water is the more interesting because it is not a permanent feature in the
landscape. Those white froth lines conform to the direction of the wind and are from four to seven
or eight feet apart.
Remembering my voyage of May 1st, and Goodwin and Haynes hunting, you might have passed up
and down the river three or four miles and yet not have seen one muskrat, yet they killed six at least.
One in stern paddling slowly along, while the other sat with his gun ready cocked and the dog erect,
in the prow, all eyes constantly scanning the surface amid the button-bushes and willows, for the rats
are not easy to distinguish from a bunch of dried grass or a stick.
Suddenly one is seen resting on his perch, and crack goes the gun, and over the dog instantly goes
to fetch him. These men represent a class which probably always exists, even in the most civilized
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community, and allies it to the most savage. Goodwin said in the morning that he was laying stone,
but it was so muddy on account of the rain that he told Haynes he would like to take a cruise out.

May 7, Sunday, 1854: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was approached by a boat carrying 2
Japanese men who had heard of America and wish to visit it, but could not do so due to laws forbidding
Japanese to travel abroad. They hoped the Americans would allow them passage. Their request refused, they
returned to shore. They awere later reported seen detained as prisoners. Near this point in his journal, William
Speiden, Jr. inserted a 4-page copy of “A Translated letter from two Intelligent Japanese.”
Henry Thoreau walked to the Cliffs.
Elisen-Polka française op.151 by Johann Baptist Strauss II was performed for the initial time, in the Sperl
Ballroom, Vienna.

May 7. I have noticed the steel-colored, velvet-like lichen on the stumps of maples
especially, also on oaks and hickories. Sometimes, where a maple grove has been cut down some
years, every stump will be densely clothed with them.
Our principal rain this spring was April 18th, 29th, and 30th and again, May 3d and 4th, apparently
the settling storm of the season. The great source of freshets far and wide. I observed the
swallows
yesterday, — barn swallows [Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica] and some of those
white-bellied with grayish-brown backs [Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor (White-bellied
Swallow)], — flying close to the surface of the water near the edge of the flooded meadow. Probably
they follow their insect prey.
P.M. — To Cliffs.
The causeways being flooded, I have to think before I set out on my walk how I shall get back across
the river.
The earliest flowers might be called May-day flowers, — if indeed the sedge is not too far one for
one then. A white-throated sparrow [White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis] still (in
woods). Viburnum Lentago and nudum are both leafing, and I believe I can only put the former first
because it flowers first. Cress at the Boiling Spring, one flower. As I ascend Cliff Hill, the two leaves
of the Solomon’s-seal now spot the forest floor, pushed up amid the dry leaves. Vaccinium
Pennsylvaticum leafing. Flowers, e.g. willow and hazel catkins, are self-registering indicators of fair
weather. I remember how I waited for the hazel catkins to become relaxed and shed their pollen, but
they delayed, till at last there came a pleasanter and warmer day and I took off my greatcoat while
surveying in the woods, and then, when I went to dinner at noon, hazel catkins in full flower were
dangling from the banks by the roadside and yellowed my clothes with their pollen. If man is
thankful for the serene and warm day, much more are the flowers.
From the Cliffs I again admire the flood, — the now green hills rising out of it. It is dark-blue, clay,
slate, and light-blue, as you stand with regard to the sun. With the sun high on one side it is a dirty
or clayey slate; directly in front, covered with silvery sparkles far to the right or north, dark-blue;
farther to the southwest, light-blue. My eyes are attracted to the level line where the water meets the
hills now, in time of flood, converting that place into a virgin or temporary shore. There is no strand,
— nothing worn; but if it is calm we fancy the water slightly heaped above this line, as when it is
poured gently into a goblet. (How in the bring we value any smoothness, gentleness, warmth!) It
does not beat, but simply laves the hills (already the peetweet [Spotted Sandpiper Actitis
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macularia (Peetweet)] flutters and teeters along it a flight further back), submerging the blossoming
flowers which I went to find. I see the sweet-gale deeply buried, and the V. blanda, etc., etc., and the
A. calyculata and the cowslips. I see their deluged faces at.the bottom and their wrecked petals
afloat. I paddle right over Miles’s meadow, where the bottom is covered with cowslips in full bloom;
their lustre diminished, they look up with tearful faces. Little promontories at Lee’s Cliff, clothed
with young pines, make into the water; yet they are rarely submerged; as if nature or the trees
remembered even the highest floods and kept out of their way, avoiding the shore, leaving a certain
neutral ground. Early strawberry just out. I found an Amelanchier Botryapium, with its tender
reddish-green leaves already fluttering in the wind and stipules clothed with white silky hairs, and
its blossom so far advanced that I thought, it would open to-morrow. But a little farther there was
another which did not rise above the rock, but caught all the reflected heat, which to my surprise was
fully open; yet a part which did rise above the rock was not open. What indicators of warmth! No
thermometer could show it better. The Amelanchier Botryapium leaves begin now to expand. The
juniper branches are now tipped with yellowish and expanding leaf-buds; put it just before the larch.
I begin to see cows turned out to pasture. I am inclined to think some of these are coarse, windy days,
when I cannot hear any bird.
What are those small ferns under the eaves of the rocks at the Cliffs, their little balls unrolling as they
ascend, now three or four inches high? How many plants have these crimson or red stigmas? Maples,
hazels, sweet-gale, sweet-fern. High blackberry leafing. The leaves are now off the young oaks and
shrub oaks on the plain below the Cliffs, except the white oaks, which leaf later. I noticed it
elsewhere, — first May 5th, when for a day or two before perhaps — they suddenly cast off their
winter clothing; and the plain now appears thinly covered with gray stems, but in a short month they
will have put on a new green coat. They wear their leaves almost all the year. The partridge [Ruffed
Grouse Bonasa umbellus] and rabbit must do without their shelter now a little while. A rubycrested wren [Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula (Ruby-crested Wren)] by the Cliff
Brook, — a chubby little bird. Saw its ruby crest and heard its harsh note.78 The birds I have
described as such were the same. Hellebore is the most noticeable herb now. Alders, young maples
of all kinds, and Ostrya, etc., now beginning to leaf. I observe the phenomena of the seashore by our
riverside, now that there is quite a sea on it and the meadow, though the waves are but eight inches
or a foot high. As on the sea beach, the waves are not equally high and do not break with an equally
loud roar on the shore; there is an interval of four or five or half a dozen waves between the larger
ones. In the middle of the meadow, where the waves run highest, only the middle and highest parts
of the waves are whitened with foam. Where they are thinnest and yield to the wind apparently, while
their broad leases are detained by union with the water; but next the shore, where their bases are
much more detained by friction on the bottom, their tops for their whole length curve over very
regularly like a snow-drift, and the water is evenly poured as over a dam and falls with foam and roar
on the water and shore. It is exhilarating to stoop low and look over the rolling waves northwest. The
black rolling leaves remind me of the backs of waves [sic; whales?]. It is remarkable how cleanly
the water deposits its wreck, now spotted with cranberries. There is a bare space of clean grass,
perfectly clean and about a foot wide, now left between the utmost edge of the breakers and the steep
and abrupt edge of the wreck. So much it has gone down. Thus perfectly the water deposits what
floats on it on the land. The oak buds — black, shrub, etc., except white oak — are now
conspicuously swollen. A spreading red maple in bloom, seen against a favorable background, as
water looking down from a hillside, is a very handsome object, presenting not a dense mass of color
but an open, graceful and ethereal top of light crimson or scarlet, not too obvious and staring, slightly
tingeing the landscape as becomes the season, — a veil of rich workmanship and high color against
the sky, or water, [or] other trees.
At sunset across the flooded meadow to Nawshawtuct. The water becoming calm. The sun is just
disappearing as I reach the hilltop, and the horizon’s edge appears with beautiful distinctness. As the
twilight approaches or deepens, the mountains, those pillars which point the way to heaven, assume
a deeper blue. As yet the aspect of the forest at a distance is not changed from its winter appearance,

78. This was the same I have called golden-crowned; and so described by W[ilson], I should say, except that I saw its ruby crest.
I did n’t see the crest of the golden-crowned, and I did not hear this ruby-c sing like the former. Have I seen the two?
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except where the maple-tops in blossom in low lands tinge it red. And the elm-tops are in fruit in the
streets; and is there not [a] general but slight reddish tinge from expanding buds? Seared up ducks
of some kind.

May 17, Wednesday, 1854: At Hakodate, Japan, William Speiden, Jr. reported seeing many whales.
He proclaimed the harbor “magnificent” and one that would “accommodate a great many vessels.”
Henry Thoreau left at 5:30 AM by boat for the Island. There he caught a snapping turtle and took it home to
measure it and to observe its behavior. In the afternoon he went on the Assabet River to Cedar Swamp.

May 17: 5.30 A.M. — To Island.
The water is now tepid in the morning to the hands (may have been a day or two), as I slip my hands
down the paddle. Hear the wood pewee [Wood-Pewee, Eastern Contopus virens (Wood-Pewee
or Peawai)], the warmweather sound. As I was returning over the meadow this side of the Island, I
saw the snout of a mud turtle above the surface, — little more than an inch of the point, — and
paddled toward it. Then, as he moved slowly on the surface, different parts of his shell and head just
appearing looked just like the scalloped edges of some pads which had just reached the surface. I
pushed up and found a large snapping turtle on the bottom. He appeared of a dirty brown there, very
nearly the color of the bottom at present. With his great head, as big as an infant’s, and his vigilant
eyes as he paddled about on the bottom in his attempts to escape, he looked not merely repulsive,
but to some extent terrible even as a crocodile. At length, after thrusting my arm in up to the shoulder
two or three times, I succeeded in getting him into the boat, where I secured him with a lever under
a seat. I could get him from the landing to the house only by turning him over and drawing him by
the tail, the hard crests of which afforded a good hold; for he was so heavy that I could not hold him
off so far as to prevent his snapping at my legs. He weighed thirty and a half pounds.
Extreme length of shell.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..15½ inches
Length of shell in middle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
"
Greatest width of shell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12½ "
(This was toward the rear.)
Tail (beyond shell) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11½ "
His head and neck it was not easy to measure, but, judging from the proportions of one described by
Storer, they must have been 10 inches long at least, which makes the whole length 37 inches. Width
of head 4½ inches; with the skin of the neck, more than 5. His sternum, which was slightly depressed,
was 10½ by 5½. Depth from back to sternum about 7 inches. There were six great scallops, or rather
triangular points, on the hind edge of his shell, three on each side, the middle one of each three the
longest, about ¾ of an inch. He had surprisingly stout hooked jaws, of a gray color or bluish-gray,
the upper shutting over the under, a more or less sharp triangular beak corresponding to one below;
and his flippers were armed with very stout claws 1¼ inches long. He had a very ugly and spiteful
face (with a vigilant gray eye, which was never shut in any position of the head), surrounded by the
thick and ample folds of the skin about his neck. His shell was comparatively smooth and free from
moss, — a dirty black. He was a dirty or speckled white beneath. He made the most remarkable and
awkward appearance when walking. The edge of his shell was lifted about eight inches from the
ground, tilting now to this side, then to that, his great scaly legs or flippers hanging with flesh and
loose skin, —slowly and gravely (?) hissing the while. His walking was perfectly elephantine. Thus
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he stalked along, — a low conical mountain, — dragging his tail, with his head turned upward with
the ugliest and most venomous look, on his flippers, half leg half fin. But he did not proceed far
before he sank down to rest. If he could support a world on his back when lying down, he certainly
could not stand up under it. All said that he walked like an elephant. When lying on his back,
showing his dirty white and warty under side, with his tail curved round, he reminded you forcibly
of pictures o£ the dragon. He could not easily turn himself back; tried many times in vain, resting
betweenwhiles. Would inflate himself and convulsively spring with head and all upward, so as to lift
his shell from the ground, and he would strike his head on the ground, lift up his shell, and catch at
the earth with his claws. His back was of two great blunt ridges with a hollow between, down the
middle of which was a slight but distinct ridge also. There was also a ridge of spines more or less
hard on each side of his crested tail. Some of these spines in the crest of the tail were nearly half an
inch high. Storer says that they have five claws on the fore legs, but only four on the hind ones. In
this there was a perfectly distinct fifth toe (?) on the hind legs, though it did not pierce the skin; and
on the fore legs it did not much more. S. does not say how many foes he has. These claws must be
powerful to dig with.
This, then, is the season for catching them, now that the weather is warmer, before the pads are
common, and the water is getting shallow on the meadows. E. Wood, Senior, speaks of two seen
fighting for a long time in the river in front of his house last year. I have heard of one being found in
the meadow in the winter surrounded by frozen mud. Is not this the heaviest animal found wild in
this township? Certainly none but the otter approaches it. Farrar says that, when he was eleven, one
which he could not lift into the boat towed him across the river; weighed twenty-nine.
Lilac is out and horse-chestnut. The female flowers — crimson cones — of the white [sic] spruce,
but not yet the staminate.
The turtle was very sluggish, though capable of strength. He would just squeeze into a flour barrel
and would not quite lie flat in it when his head and tail were drawn in. There was [a] triangular place
in the bottom of his mouth and an orifice within it through which, apparently, he breathed, the orifice
opening and shutting. I hear of a man who injured his back seriously for many years by carrying one

some distance at arm’s length to prevent his biting him. They are frequently seen fighting and their
shells heard striking together.
P.M. — To Cedar Swamp via Assabet.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

The tupelo began to leaf apparently yesterday. The large green keys of the white maples are now
conspicuous, looking like the wings of insects. Azalea nudiflora in woods begins to leaf now, later
than the white kind. Viola Muhlenbergii out, say yesterday. It is a pale violet. Judging from the aspect
of the Lentago yesterday, I should put its leafing decidedly before Viburnum nudum. Also apparently
the late rose soon after the one observed, and the moss about same time with first. The swamp white
and white oak are slow to leaf. Large maples, too, are not rapid; but the birches, aspens, and balm-
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of-Gileads burst out suddenly into leaf and make a great show. Also the young sugar maples in the
street now and for some days have made a show of broad luxuriant leaves, early and rapidly. In the
case of the early aspen you could almost see the leaves expand and acquire a darker green—this to
be said the 12th or 13th or 14th—under the influence of the sun and genial atmosphere. Now they
are only as big as a ninepence, to-morrow or sooner they are as big as a pistareen, and the next day
they are as big as a dollar. So too the green veils or screens of the birches rapidly thickened. This
from its far greater prevalence than the aspens, balm-of-Gilead, white maples, etc., is the first to give
the woodlands anywhere generally a (fresh) green aspect. It is the first to clothe large tracts of
deciduous woodlands with green, and perchance it marks an epoch in the season, the transition
decidedly and generally from bare twigs to leaves. When the birches have put on their green sacks,
then a new season has come. The light reflected from their tender yellowish green is like sunlight.
The turtle’s snapping impressed me as something mechanical, like a spring, as if there were no
volition about [it]. Its very suddenness seemed too great for a conscious movement. Perhaps in these
cold-blooded and sluggish animals there is a near approach to the purely material and mechanical.
Their very tenacity of life seems to be owing to their insensibility or small amount of life, — indeed,
to be an irritation of the muscles. One man tells me of a turtle’s head which, the day after it was cut
off, snapped at a dog’s tail and made him run off yelping, and I have witnessed something similar
myself. I can think of nothing but a merely animated jaw, as it were a piece of mechanism. There is
in this creature a tremendous development of the jaw, and, long after the head is cut off, this snaps
vigorously when irritated, like a piece of mechanism. A naturalist tells me that he dissected one and
laid its heart aside, and he found it beating or palpitating the next morning. They are sometimes
baited with eels and caught with a hook. Apparently the best time to hunt them is in the morning
when the water is smooth.
There is a surprising change since I last passed up the Assabet; the fields are now clothed with so
dark and rich a green, and the wooded shore is all lit up with the tender, bright green of birches
fluttering in the wind and shining in the light, and red maple keys are seen at a distance against the
tender green of birches and other trees, tingeing them.
The wind is easterly, having changed, and produces an agreeable raw mistiness, unlike the dry blue
haze of dog-days, just visible, between a dew and a fog for density. I sail up the stream, but the wind
is hardly powerful enough to overcome the current, and sometimes I am almost at a standstill where
the stream is most contracted and swiftest, and there I sit carelessly waiting for the struggle between
wind and current to decide itself. Then comes a stronger puff, and I see by the shore that I am
advancing to where the stream is broader and runs less swiftly and where lighter breezes can draw
me. In contracted and swift-running places, the wind and current are almost evenly matched. It is a
pleasing delay, to be referred to the elements, and meanwhile I survey the shrubs on shore. The white
cedar shows the least possible life in its extremities now. Put it with the arbor-vitæ, or after it. Poison
dogwood beginning to leaf, say yesterday. Nemopanthes out; leafed several days ago. And the
clustered andromeda leafed apparently a day or more before it. Gold-thread out. Viola palmata. I
cannot well examine the stone-heaps, the water is so deep. Muskrats are now sometimes very bold;
lie on the surface and come swimming directly toward the boat as if to reconnoitre — this in two
cases within a few days. Pretty sure to see a crescent of light under their tails when they dive. The
splendid rhodora now sets the swamps on fire with its masses of rich color. It is one of the first
flowers to catch the eye at a distance in masses, — so naked, unconcealed by its own leaves.
Observed a rill emptying in above the stone-heaps, and afterward saw where it ran out of June-berry
Meadow, and I considered how surely it would have conducted me to the meadow, if I had traced it
up. I was impressed as it were by the intelligence of the brook, which for ages in the wildest regions,
before science is born, knows so well the level of the ground and through whatever woods or other
obstacles finds its way. Who shall distinguish between the law by which a brook finds its river, the
instinct [by which] a bird performs its migrations, and the knowledge by which a man steers his ship
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round the globe? The globe is the richer for the variety of its inhabitants. Saw a large gray squirrel

THOREAU ON
NORMATIVE SCIENCE
near the split rock in the Assabet. He went skipping up the limb of one tree and down the limb of
another, his great gray rudder undulating through the air, and occasionally hid himself behind the
main stem. The Salix nigra will open to-morrow.

Here is a David Wagoner poem, “Thoreau and the Snapping Turtle”:
[It] looked not merely repulsive, but to some extent
terrible even as a crocodile... a very ugly and spiteful
face.
— Thoreau, Journal, May 17, 1854
As his boat glided across a flooded meadow,
He saw beneath him under lily pads,
Brown as dead leaves in mud, a yard-long
Snapping turtle staring up through the water
At him, its shell as jagged as old bark.
He plunged his arm in after it to the shoulder,
Stretching and missing, but groping till he caught it
By the last ridge of its tail. Then he held on,
Hauled it over the gunwale, and flopped it writhing
Into the boat. It began gasping for air
Through a huge gray mouth, then suddenly
Heaved its hunchback upward, slammed the thwart
As quick as a spring trap and, thrusting its neck
Forward a foot at a lunge, snapped its beaked jaws
So violently, he only petted it once,
Then flinched away. And all the way to the landing
It hissed and struck, thumping the seat
Under him hard and loud as a stake-driver.
It was so heavy, he had to drag it home,
All thirty pounds of it, wrong side up by the tail.
His neighbors agreed it walked like an elephant,
lilting this way and that, its head held high,
A scarf of ragged skin at its throat. It would sag
Slowly to rest then, out of its element,
Unable to bear its weight in this new world.
Each time he turned it over, it tried to recover
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By catching at the floor with its claws, by straining
The arch of its neck, by springing convulsively,
Tail coiling snakelike. But finally it slumped
On its spiky back like an exhausted dragon.
He said he'd seen a cutoff snapper's head
That would still bite at anything held near it
As if the whole of its life were mechanical,
That a heart cut out of one had gone on beating
By itself like clockwork till the following morning.
And the next week he wrote: It is worth the while
To ask ourselves... Is our life innocent
Enough? Do we live inhumanely, toward man
Or beast, in thought or act? To be successful
And serene we must be at one with the universe.
The least conscious and needless injury
Inflicted on any creature is
To its extent a suicide. What peaceOr life-can a murderer have?... White maple keys
Have begun to fall and float downstream like wings.
There are myriads of shad-flies fluttering
Over the dark still water under the hill.
May 19, Friday, 1854: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry met on board ship with Japanese officials,
They reported that residents had heard little of the 31 March 1854 treaty and that the inhabitants at Hakodate,
believing the American ships had evil intentions, had been packing up their goods and abandoning the city for
the interior.
Henry Thoreau left at 5:30 AM for Nawshawtuct and the Island.
In California, F.A. Bonnard’s Daily Sun began to be published as a weekly.

May 19. 5.30 A.M. — To Nawshawtuct and Island.
Ranunculus Purshii will apparently open to-day. Its little green buds somewhat like a small yellow
lily. The water has now fallen so much that the grass is rapidly springing up through it on the
meadows. Red-wing’s [Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus Red-wing79] nest with two
eggs. A geranium, apparently yesterday. Celtis for several days. Button-bush began to leaf, say the
17th; i.e., some of its buds began to burst. Choke-cherry out. Aralia nudicaulis, apparently yesterday.
The red-eye [Red-eyed Vireo
Vireo olivaceus]. The early thorn looks as if it would open to-day.
I hear the sprayey-note frog now at sunset. Now for four or five days, — though they are now for
the most part large, — or since the 15th came in, the young and tender oak leaves, disposed umbrellawise about the extremities of last year’s twigs, have been very attractive from their different tints of
red. Those of the black and white oaks are, methinks, especially handsome, the former already
showing their minute and tender bristles, and all handsomely lobed. Some of the black oak leaves
are like a rich, dark-red velvet; the white oak have a paler and more delicate tint, somewhat fleshcolored, though others are more like the black, — what S. calls a maroon red. So of the bear scrub
79.The “Red Wing” chieftainship of Red Wing, Minnesota did not refer to the red wing of this blackbird, but referred rather to a
swan’s wing dyed red that was the badge of office of the chiefly dynasty.
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oak; the swamp white and chinquapin are more of a downy or silvery white. The white pine shoots
are now two or three inches long generally, — upright light marks on the body of dark green. Those
of the pitch pine are less conspicuous. Hemlock does not show yet. The light shoots, an inch or so
long, of the fir balsam spot the trees. The larch is a mass of fresh, airy, and cool green. Arbor-vita,
red cedar, and white show no life except. on the closest inspection. They are some of the latest trees.
The juniper is about with the fir balsam. I have already described the oaks sufficiently. The hazel is
now a pretty green bush. Butternuts, like hickories, make a show suddenly with their large buds. I
have not examined the birches, except the white, this year. The alders are slow to expand their leaves,
but now begin to show a mass of green along the river, and, with the willows, afford concealment to
the birds’ nests. The birds appear to be waiting for this screen. The robin’s
nest and eggs are the
earliest I see. Saw one in the midst of a green-briar over the water the other day, before the briar had
put out at all, which shows some foresight, for it will be perfectly invisible, if not inaccessible, soon.
The great poplar is quite late to leaf, especially those that blossom; not yet do they show much, — a
silvery leaf. The golden willow is the only tree used about here at the same time for a fence and for
shade. It also prevents the causeways from being washed away. The black willow is the largest as
well as the handsomest of our native willows. Young elms are leafing pretty fast, old ones are late
and slow. The samaræ of the elms first make a thick top, leaf-like, before the leaves come out.
Ash trees are like hickories in respect to the size of the young leaves. The young leafets of the wild
holly (Nemopanthes) on the 17th were peculiarly thin and pellucid, yellow-green. I know of none
others like them. Those of the black alder are not only late but dark. The button-bush is not only very
late, but the buds are slow to expand, and methinks are very far apart, so that they do not soon make
a show; for the most part at a little distance there is no appearance of life in them even yet. The sweet
viburnum and also the naked are early to make a show with their substantial leaves. The andromedas
are all late, — if I remember, the clustered (?) the earliest. The common swamp-pink is earlier to leaf
but later to blossom than the nudiflora. The rhodora is late, and is naked flowering. The mountain
laurel is one of the latest plants. The resinous dotted leaves of the huckleberry are interesting. The
high blueberries are early (to bloom) and resound with the hum of bees. All the cornels begin to leaf
apparently about the same time, though I do not know but. the round-leaved is the earliest.80 I have
not observed the dwarf. The witch-hazel is rather late, and can afford to be. One kind of thorn is well
leafed, the other not. The mountain-ash is the first tree which grows here, either naturally or
otherwise, to show green at a little distance. Is it not true that trees which belong peculiarly to a
colder latitude are among our earliest and those which prefer a warmer among our latest?
The chokeberry’s shining leaf is interesting. With what unobserved secure dispatch nature advances!
The amelauchiers have bloomed, and already both kinds have shed their blossoms and show minute
green fruit. There is not an instant’s pause! The beach plum — such as I have observed — is the latest
to begin to expand of all deciduous shrubs or trees, for aught I know. The sight of it suggests that we
are near the seacoast, that even our sands are in some sense littoral, — or beaches. The cherries are
all early to leaf, but only one, perhaps the wild red, and that in one place, is in mass enough to make
much show. The woodbine is well advanced — shoots two or three inches long. It must have begun
to leaf more than a week ago. The linden leafs suddenly and rapidly, — a round, thin, transparentlooking (?) leaf.
A washing day, — a strong rippling wind, and all things bright.

80. The C. Florida is rather late.
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May 20, Saturday, 1854: William Speiden, Jr. went ashore. His party took a walk and visited a Buddhist
temple, which he deemed “the handsomest one I have ever seen in Japan.” They shopped at the local stores
and admired the large scale of the streets and the houses. Speiden noted special processes that should be used
in shopping and paying for goods that differed from those to which Americans are accustomed.
Henry Thoreau surveyed for David Loring (this would be rerun during May 1855). He made a rough plan of
land near the Railroad Depot in Concord: “Frances Monroe and Rail Road.”
The British Navy bombarded Hangö, Finland.
A storekeeper and a deputy sheriff of Middlesex County, Mr. Moses Prichard owned a parcel of land on Main
Street in Concord, adjoining that of Joseph Holbrook. Perhaps it was a brick house?

May 20. Woodbine shoots (brick house) already two or three inches long; put it, say, with
the red oak. Potentilla argentea. White [sic] spruce, male flowers. White ash, apparently a day or
two. Mr. Prichard’s. The English hawthorn opens at same time with our earlier thorn.
Very low thunder-clouds and showers far in the north at sunset, the wind of which, though not very
strong, has cooled the air. Saw the lightning, but could not hear the thunder. I saw in the northwest
first rise, in the rose-tinted horizon sky, a dark, narrow, craggy cloud, narrow and projecting as no
cloud on earth, seen against the rose-tinged sky, — the crest of a thunder-storm, beautiful and grand.
The steadily increasing sound of toads and frogs along the river with each successive wanner night
is one of the most important peculiarities of the season. Their prevalence and loudness is in
proportion to the increased temperature of the day. It is the first earth-song, beginning with the
croakers, (the cricket’s not yet), as if the very meads at last burst into a meadowy song. I hear a few
bullfrogs and but few hylodes. Methinks we always have at this time those washing winds as now,
when the choke-berry is in bloom, — bright and breezy days blowing off some apple blossoms.

May 23, Tuesday, 1854: An earthquake was felt in San Francisco.
Japanese authorities complained to Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry that Americans had been coming
ashore and rummaging through the wares of shops, paying inadequately or removing items without payment,
with the storekeepers feeling unable to protest. They also accused Americans of desecrating temples by
playing cards on the premises. The Commodore inquired among the officers as to the circumstances for such
poor conduct, and temporarily suspended shore leave.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau sailed up the Assabet River to Cedar Swamp.
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May 23. Tuesday. P.M. —To Cedar Swamp by Assabet.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

The cobwebs, apparently those I saw on the bushes the morning of the 12th, are now covered with
insects, etc. (small gnats, etc.), and are much dilapidated where birds have flown through them.
As I paddle up the Assabet, off the Hill, I hear a loud rustling of the leaves and see a large scared
tortoise sliding and tumbling down the high steep bank a rod or more into the water. It has probably
been out to lay its eggs. The old coal-pit heap is a favorite place for them. The wood pewee [Eastern
Wood-Pewee Contopus virens] sings now in the woods behind the spring in the heat of the day
(2 P.M.), sitting on a low limb near me, pe-a-wee, pe-a-wee, etc., five or six times at short and regular
intervals, looking about all the while, and then, naively, pee-a-oo, emphasizing the first syllable, and
begins again. The last is, in emphasis, like the scream of a hen-hawk [Red-shouldered
Hawk Buteo lineatus (Hen Hawk) or Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis (Hen Hawk)]. It
flies off occasionally a few feet, and catches an insect and returns to its perch between the bars, not
allowing this to interrupt their order. Scare up a splendid wood (?) duck [Wood Duck Aix
sponsa], alternate blue and chestnut (?) forward, which flew into and lit in the woods; or was it a teal
[Teal, Blue-winged Anas discors]? Afterward two of them, and my diver [Common
Loon Gavia immer (Diver or Great Northern Diver)] of yesterday.
The bent grass now lies on the water (commonly light-colored) for two feet. When I first saw this on
a pool this spring, with the deep dimple where the blade emerges from the surface, I suspected that
the water had risen gently in calm weather and was heaped about the dry stem as against any surface
before it is wetted. But now the water is rapidly falling, and there is considerable wind. Moreover,
when my boat has passed over these blades, I am surprised on looking back to see the dimple still as
perfect as before. I lift a blade so as to bring a part which was under water to the surface, and still
there is a perfect dimple about it; the water is plainly repelled from it. I pull one up from the bottom
and passing it over my lips am surprised to find that the front side is perfectly dry from the root
upward and cannot be wet, but the back side is wet. It has sprung and grown in the water, and yet
one of its surfaces has never been wet. What an invaluable composition it must be coated with!
The same was the case with the other erect grasses which I noticed growing in the water, and with
those which I plucked on the bank and thrust into it. But the flags were wet both sides. [Vide scrapbook.] The one surface repels moisture perfectly.
The barbarea has been open several days. The first yellow dor-bug struggling in the river. The white
cedar has now grown quite perceptibly, and is in advance of any red cedar which I have seen. Saw a
hummingbird [Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris] on a white oak in the
swamp. It is strange to see this minute creature, fit inhabitant of a parterre, on an oak in the great
wild cedar swamp. The clustered andromeda appears just ready to open; say to-morrow. [Rather the
25th.] The smilacina is abundant and well out here now. A new warbler (?).
We soon get through with Nature. She excites an expectation which she cannot satisfy. The merest
child which has rambled into a copsewood dreams of a wilderness so wild and strange and
inexhaustible as Nature can never show him. The red-bird [Red-bird (Scarlet Tanager Piranga
olivacea)] which I saw on my companion’s string on election days I thought but the outmost sentinel
of the wild, immortal camp, — of the wild and dazzling infantry of the wilderness, — that the deeper
woods abounded with redder birds still; but, now that I have threaded all our woods and waded the
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swamps, I have never yet met with his compeer, still less his wilder kindred. The red-bird which is
the last of Nature is but the first of God. The White Mountains, likewise, were smooth molehills to
my expectation. We condescend to climb the crags of earth. It is our weary legs alone that praise
them. That forest on whose skirts the red-bird flits is not of earth. I expected a fauna more infinite
and various, birds of more dazzling colors and more celestial song. How many springs shall I
continue to see the common sucker (Catostomus Bostoniensis) floating dead on our river! Will not
Nature select her types from a new fount? The vignette of the year. This earth which is spread out
like a map around me is but the lining of my inmost soul exposed. In me is the sucker that I see. No
wholly extraneous object can compel me to recognize it. I am guilty of suckers. I go about to look
at flowers and listen to the birds. There was a time when the beauty and the music were all within,
and I sat and listened to my thoughts, and there was a song in them. I sat for hours on rocks and
wrestled with the melody which possessed me. I sat and listened by the hour to a positive though
faint and distant music, not sung by any bird, nor vibrating any earthly harp. When you walked with
a joy which knew not its own origin. When you were an organ of which the world was but one poor
broken pipe. I lay long on the rocks, foundered like a harp on the seashore, that knows not how it is
dealt with. You sat on the earth as on a raft, listening to music that was not of the earth, but which
ruled and arranged it. Man should be the harp articulate. When your cords were tense.81
Think of going abroad out of one’s self to hear music, — to Europe or Africa! Instead of so living
as to be the lyre which the breath of the morning causes to vibrate with that melody which creates
worlds — to sit up late and hear Jane Lind!
You may say that the oaks (all but the chestnut oak I have seen) were in bloom yesterday; i.e., shed
pollen more or less. Their blooming is soon over. Waterbugs and skaters coupled. Saw in Dakin’s
land, near the road, at the bend of the river, fifty-nine bank swallows’ [Bank Swallow Riparia
riparia] holes in a small upright bank within a space of twenty by one and a half feet (in the middle),
part above and part below the sand-line. This would give over a hundred birds to this bank. They
continually circling about over the meadow and river in front, often in pairs, one pursuing the other,
and filling the air with their twittering.
Mulberry out to-day.

AEOLIAN HARP

May 24, Wednesday, 1854: Henry Thoreau left at 4:30AM for the Cliffs, and in the afternoon went to
Pedrick’s meadow.
Americans were allowed on shore to shop at a Japanese bazaar, at which items were made available for sale
with specific prices marked on them. The Southampton set off to survey Volcano Bay.
In Pennsylvania, John Miller Dickey and Sarah Emlen Cresson founded Lincoln University as the 1st Black
college in United States of America.
This would turn out, in Boston, to be the day of Anthony Burns’s arrest. It seems Burns, a 6-footer classifiable
as an “escaped slave,” had made the mistake of attempting to send a note to a brother still held in Virginia. The
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81. William M. White’s version of the journal entry is:

There was a time when the beauty and the music
Were all within,
And I sat and listened to my thoughts,
And there was a song in them.
I sat for hours on rocks
And wrestled
With the melody which possessed me.
I sat and listened by the hour
To a positive
Though faint and distant music,
Not sung by any bird,
Nor vibrating any earthly harp.
When you walked with a joy
Which knew not its own origin.
When you were an organ
Of which the world
Was but one poor broken pipe.
I lay long on the rocks,
Foundered like a harp on the seashore,
That knows not how it is dealt with.
You sat on the earth
As on a raft,
Listening to music
That was not of the earth,
But which ruled and arranged it.
Walter Roy Harding pointed out that in his JOURNAL for May 23, 1854, in speaking of blue flags, Thoreau has a footnote saying

“Vide scrap-book.” Professor Harding was wanting to know to what scrap-book Henry Thoreau was referring and where it is now.
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note had of course been intercepted by his brother’s “owner,” who had thus discovered where he was hiding.

He was arrested by US Marshall Asa O. Butman while working as a presser in a tailor shop on Brattle Street
in Boston, and accused of running away from his owner Mr. Charles Francis Suttle.82 Thomas Wentworth
Higginson would lead an assault on the jail, and in the attempt to rescue Burns, a deputized truckman named
James Batchelder would be killed, some say by a blunderbuss.83

A telegram originating in Washington DC, allegedly from President of the United States of America Franklin
82. At the time of the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, according to Lawrence Lader’s THE BOLD BRAHMINS (NY: Dutton,
1961, page 140), there were some 600 “runaway slaves” living and working in the city of Boston.
83. James Batchelder was either shot or stabbed, either by an abolitionist on purpose or by accident or by another police agent on
purpose or by accident. What we know for sure is that he quickly bled out after his femoral artery was “nearly divided.” It would
be said that he had received the wages for his sin of favoring human enslavement, but it needs to be mentioned that we do not know
how many children this Irish immigrant truckman had in some Boston tenement, to feed and clothe.
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Pierce,84 sided with the kidnappers of Burns but offered a quite ambiguous sentiment,
The law must be executed.
indeed one with which all anarchists everywhere would be able most heartily to concur:

ROSS/ADAMS
COMMENTARY
Richard Henry Dana, Jr. would be the attorney for the defense. The trial would cost more than $40,000.00
and would be lost. In the course of all this lawyer Dana would be assaulted at night by a hired thug.85
RESISTING THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

Democrats had dragged cannon from the Custom House to the Common, and were there firing off salutes to
the new Kansas/Nebraska Act extending the territory of American slavery, at 8PM while Anthony Burns was
being taken into custody as he walked home along Brattle Street. (Caleb Page, a Boston truckman who had
gone along with Butman to arrest Burns, would later be outraged when informed that he had helped in the
recapture of an escaped slave — Butman had assured his hired day-deputy that he was merely assisting in the
capture of a thief which technically under the law was a correct explanation as, under the law as it then existed,
Burns was stealing himself and his services from their rightful owner. The next day in court there a broken
bone would be seen to be protruding from his right hand, but this had not been the result of harm he had
sustained while he was being taken into custody, for as a child that hand had been damaged in some machinery
at a shop to which his owner had hired out his labor. Dana would describe the “scarred” right hand for the court
record as “a bone stands out from the back of it, a hump an inch high, and it hangs almost useless from the
wrist, a huge scar or gash covering half its surface.” I do not know whether this meant that the white bone was
protruding permanently through the skin, or whether this meant that the deformed bone made a pronounced
lump under the skin.)
Brad Dean summarized: “In September 1850 the United States Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Law,
which granted slaveholders the right to seize runaway slaves anywhere in the U.S. and carry them back to the
South. The first attempt at rendition in February 1851 failed when abolitionists rescued a runaway called
Shadrach (Frederick Jenkins) from his captors in Boston and sent him on to safety in Canada. Less than two
months later, however, another runaway, Thomas Simms (Sims), was seized in Boston, but on that occasion
local, state, and federal troops ensured that Sims’s owners were able to carry him back to Georgia. Thoreau
and hundreds of thousands of others in the North were outraged by the Fugitive Slave Law and the Sims
rendition, which seemed to them flagrant violations by the federal government of the rights guaranteed to
states under the US Constitution. As a consequence of these and similar actions by the federal government, the
Nullification movement, which posited that a state had a right to nullify laws mandated by the federal
government, garnered more serious attention in the North than it had before been accorded. Two key events
immediately preceded and helped set the stage for the meeting sponsored by the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery
Society on July 4, 1854. On May 24, Anthony Burns, a fugitive slave working in a Boston clothing store, was
arrested and slated to be shipped back to Virginia. Abolitionists protested at Faneuil Hall, and the Reverend
84. Although this telegram must have been a fraud –since President Pierce was never indited as a co-conspirator in this kidnapping
of Burns– our history books say nothing further about the source of the telegram and appear to have little interest in uncovering who
it was in Washington who could have been behind such a slanderous misuse of a President’s name. –And recently, when Rodney
King was attacked and abused by the “LAPD,” an armed and exceedingly dangerous group of bigoted criminals operating in the
Los Angeles area, the same sort of slanderous attack was made on the good name of President George Herbert Walker Bush!
85.Hopefully, this hired thug was not in the employ of the White House plumbers.
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Thomas Wentworth Higginson led a failed attempt to rescue Burns from the Boston jail. Burns was escorted
under heavy guard by the militia to a revenue cutter, which returned him to slavery. The 2d key event was the
passage of the Kansas/Nebraska Act, which became law on May 30. One provision of the Act was the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise, an action that removed the explicit prohibition of slavery in the northern reaches
of the Louisiana Purchase. Thoreau was incensed over the Burns affair. On May 29, he began a long, scathing

journal entry with these 2 sentences, the 2d of which would echo again in “SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS”:
“These days it is left to one Mr. Loring to say whether a citizen of Massachusetts is a slave or not. Does any
one think that Justice or God awaits Mr. Loring’s decision?”86 The arrangements by which Thoreau joined
William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, and the others on the podium at Framingham, Massachusetts are
not known. The absence of his name from announcements of the event suggests that he was a last-minute
addition, but we do not know whether he was asked to speak or sought the opportunity. In view of his aroused
emotions at the moment and of his apparent difficulty getting Concordians to talk about the North rather than
the South, it is certainly possible that the announced rally struck him as an ideal forum to get things off his
chest. Minimal time to prepare was not really a problem because on the issue of slavery and Massachusetts his
long-stewing thought and rhetoric had already reached the boiling point. Indeed, in writing “Slavery in
Massachusetts,” he essentially mined his still fresh journal entries on Burns and earlier passages on the
Thomas Simms (Sims) case.”

86. THE JOURNAL OF HENRY D. THOREAU, ed. Bradford Torrey and Francis Henry Allen, 14 volumes. Boston: Houghton,
Mifflin, 1906, 6:313.
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May 24. 4.30 A.M. — To Cliffs.
A considerable fog, but already rising and retreating to the river. There are dewy cobwebs on the
grass. The morning came in and awakened me early, — for I slept with a window open, — and the
chip-bird [Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina (chip-bird or hair-bird)] was heard also. As I
go along the causeway the [sun] rises red, with a great red halo, through the fog. When I reach the
hill, the fog over the river already has its erectile feathers up. I am a little too late. But the level
expanse of it far in the east, now lit by the sun, with countless tree-tops like oases seen through it,
reminds of vast tracts of sand and of the seashore. It is like a greater dewy cobweb spread over the
earth. It gives a wholly new aspect to the world, especially in that direction. The sun is eating up the
fog. As I return down the hill, my eyes are cast toward the very dark mountains in the northwest
horizon, the remnants of a hard blue scalloped rim to our saucer. As if a more celestial ware had
formerly been united there to our earthen. Old china are they, worth keeping still on our sideboards,
though fragmentary.
The early cinquefoil now generally yellows the banks. Put the sage willow with the black for the
present. The black spruce apparently blossomed with the white but its leaf-buds have not yet fairly
started.
P.M. — To Pedrick’s meadow.
The side-flowering sandwort well out in Moore’s Swamp. The pyrus has now for some days taken
the place of the amelanchier, though it makes less show. How sweet and peculiar the fragrance of the
different kinds of cedar! It is imparted to your hands. Lady’s-slipper since the 18th; say 22d. Waded
into Beck Stow’s. The water was so cold at first that I thought it would not be prudent to stand long
in it, but when I got further from the bank it was comparatively warm. True, it was not then shaded
nor quite so deep, but I suppose there were some springs in the bank. Surprised to find the
Andromeda Polifolia in bloom and apparently past its prime at least a week or more. It is in water a
foot and a half deep, and rises but little above it. The water must have been several inches higher
when it began to bloom. A timid botanist would never pluck it. Its flowers are more interesting than
any of its family, almost globular, crystalline white, even the calyx, except its tips, tinged with red
or rose. Properly called water andromeda: you must wade into water a foot or two deep to get it.
The leaves are not so conspicuously handsome as in the winter. Also the buck-bean, apparently as
old, — say a week, — in the same depth of water. The calyculata almost completely done, and the
high blueberry getting thin. Potentilla Canadensis var. simplex, perhaps two days. I find a male
juniper, with effete blossoms quite large, yet so fresh that I suspect I may have antedated it. Between
Beck Stow’s and Pedrick’s meadow. The red cedar has grown considerably, after all. My Rubus
triflorus (only Bigelow and Gray place it on hillsides) is nearly out of bloom. It is the same I found
at the Miles Swamp; has already some green fruit as big as the smallest peas. Must be more than a
week old. It is the only annual rubus described. May it not be a new kind?
This evening I hear the hum of dor-bugs, — a few, — but listen long in vain to hear a hylodes.
There being probably no shrub or tree which has not begun to leaf now, I sum up the order of their
leafing thus (wild and a few tame).87
Their buds begin to burst into leaf:—
The earliest gooseberry in garden and swamp, April 20.
? Elder, longest shoots of any, in some places (May 5).
Raspberry in swamps.
Thimble-berry (perhaps in favorable places only).
Wild red cherry in some places.
Meadow-sweet.
? Red currant, but slow to advance; observed only ours, which is late?
? Second gooseberry.
Salix alba, April 27.
?? Black currant, not seen.
87. Vide [p. 255].
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Small dark native willow blossoming (?) and leafing.
?? Early willow, two-colored, not seen.
?? Muhlenberg’s (?), not seen.
Young black cherry.
Choke-cherry shoots.
Viburnum Lentago not carefully distinguished between.
?
"
nudum
Diervilla, advances fast.
Barberry in favorable places.
Some young apples in favorable places.
Young' alders, blow to advance, both kinds.
Early robe.
? Moss rose, not seen.
Sweet-fern, slow to advance.
Mountain-ash, May 5, larger leaves than any show green at a distance.
Cultivated cherry.
Pyrus arbutifolia.
? Late pyrus, not seen.
Horse-chestnut.
Hazel, May 5.
? Beaked hazel, not distinguished.
Early large apples.
Late gooseberry in garden.
? Pears, not seen.
Wild red cherry generally; or let it go with the earliest.
? Dwarf or sand cherry.
Hardhack.
? Clematis, shoots five or six inches long, May 16.
Low blackberry,
?? Rufus triflorus, eight inches high, May 22.
? Quince.
?? Mayflower, not seen.
Young red maples.
?? Fever-root, four or five inches high, May 12.
Creeping juniper comes forward like fir balsam.
Larch, opens slowly; makes a show, May 12.
Vaccinium Pennsylvanicum.
Amelanchier Botryapium, fast.
High blackberry.
? Sempervirens, not seen.
Young rock maple.
? Large white "
Alders generally.
?? Linnaea, not seen.
Ostrya.
Amelanchier oblongifolia.
Early trembles suddenly.
?? Dwarf cassandra.
Balm-of-Gilead.
Early thorns.
? Late ", not seen.
Yellow birch.

}
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? Cockspur thorn, not seen.
Canoe birch, shoots.
White ", shoots.
? Black, young (large not
? Canada plum.
Pitch pine.
?? Bear-berry, not seen.
? Norway pine, not seen.
White pine.
Young hornbeam.
Cornus alternifolia.
? Round-leaved [cornel], seen late.
Panicled cornel.
Silky "
Sweet-gale, May 11.
Red oak, May 11.
Bass, sudden.
Young chestnuts and lower limbs; full leafing of large not seen.
?? Clethra, seen late. [Vide forward.]
Old hornbeam.
?? Maple-leaved arrow-wood, not seen till late.
Arrow-wood.
Butternut.
High blueberry.
Rhus Toxicodendron.
?
var. radicans, seen late.
Sweet-briar generally; earliest not seen.
? Swamp rose, seen late.
?? Beech, not seen.
White-ash, May 12.
Fir-balsam.
? Fever-bush, seen rather late.
?? Woodbine, not seen.
Black shrub oak.
Elm, young.
? Slippery [elm], not seen.
Great red maples, May 13.
Clustered andromeda, 13th.
Young Populus grandidentata (large three or four days later?)
Black oak.
Black willow.
?? Sage ", seen late.
? Chinquapin oak.
? Chestnut “, not seen.
Celtis.
?? Cranberry.
Locust, 14th.
Nemopanthes.
? Witch hazel, in our garden.
Swamp white oak. slow.
? Large sugar maples, not well observed.
White swamp-pink.
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Buttonwood.
Cornus florida.
Panicled andromeda, not generally; several days later.
? Waxwork, seen but lost place.
Pignut hickory, make a show suddenly.
? Mockernut hickory.
?? Black walnut.
Young white oak (old 15th, slow).
Prinos -verticillatus, 15th.
? Single-berry prinos, seen late.
Huckleberries, black.
N.B. — Trees generally!!
Grape.
Smilax.
?? Pinweeds, seen late, six or more inches high; the large, May 22.
?? Cistus, as early at least.
Mulberry, May 16.
?? Carrion-flower, four or five feet long, the 31st of May.
White spruce, slow. [Here, “White” is crossed out in pencil, and “black, white variety” substituted.]
Sassafras, slow.
Lambkill.
?? Mountain laurel, not seen
?? Andromeda Polifolia, seen
? Rhodora.
Tupelo.
Poison-dogwood.
Jersey tea.
Azalea nudiflora, 17th.
Button-bush, but does not show, being few buds.
Beach plum, 19th; scarcely makes any show the 24th, no more than the button-bush.
? Red cedar.
White " growth not obvious, and difference in trees; not sure of date.
Arbor-vita
Young hemlocks, 20th; old, 21st.
Checkerberry, 20th, shoots just visible.
? Mountain sumach, 22d. [The 31st May it is much more forward than the button-bush at Cliffs, and
perhaps started first.]
? Black spruce [Dark variety], 24th, hardly yet at Potter’s.
Of common deciduous shrubs or trees, the buttonbush is the latest to leaf, and, from the fewness of
its buds, i.e. the great intervals between them, they appear later than other plants which leaf nearly
at the same time. Their being subject to overflows at this season may have to do with this habit, as
hardhacks, etc., under these circumstances are equally late.
Of all deciduous shrubs and trees the mountain sumach at Hubbard’s field is the latest to leaf. I have
not observed those under Fair Haven. [Vide May 31.]
The beach plum at a little distance does not make so much show of green even as the button-bush.
Do the young shoots show more?
Tree-toads heard oftener, and at evening I hear a dor-bug hum past. The mouse-ear down begins to
blow
in fields.
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May 28, Sunday, 1854: Early in the morning, Judge Lemuel Shaw of the Supreme Judicial Court sentenced
the murderer James Wilson to be “confined to hard labor in the House of Correction for one year from the 26th
of May, 1854, and then to be taken to the place of execution, and hanged by the neck until dead.” He then left
the courthouse, freeing it for the important proceedings of the Burns case.

Judge Edward Greeley Loring then sat, and ruled that since the defense would be allowed more time to prepare
if someone was accused of writing a bad check for $25.00, he considered that in a case affecting a man’s
liberty, it was reasonable and within the discretion of the court to allow some further delay.
In his Ascension Sunday sermon the Reverend Theodore Parker condemned Edward Greeley Loring, a teacher
at Harvard College who doubled as a judge of probate in the Massachusetts court system, for issuing the
warrant as United States Commissioner for Anthony Burns’s arrest, and thus, in effect, for causing the murder
of the 1 out of the 184 courthouse guards, James Batchelder who had been unfortunately shot to death during
the citizen riot. The Woburn ladies of the congregation took up a collection and sent Commissioner Loring
thirty pieces of silver.
William Speiden, Jr. attended the funeral of a crew member of the Vandalia, who was buried on shore near a
small temple.
After a siege of a month, a major Russian assault on the Turkish defenders of Silistria, just over the Danube
southeast of Bucharest, was repelled with heavy cost.
Alexandros Nikolaou Mavrokordatos replaced Antonios Georgiou Kriezis as Prime Minister of Greece.
Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka arrived at Tsarskoye Selo, where he was planning to spend the summer,7 weeks after
leaving Paris.
Erzherzog Wilhelm Genesungs-Marsch op.149 by Johann Baptist Strauss II was performed for the initial time,
in Ungers Casino, Vienna.

May 28. Sunday. The F. hyemalis [Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis (Slate-colored
Sparrow or Snow-bird or F. Hyemalis)], fox-colored sparrow [Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca
(Fox-colored Sparrow)], rusty grackles [Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus (Rusty
Grackle)], tree sparrows, [American Tree Sparrow Spizella arborea] have all gone by; also the

[Transcript]
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purple finch [Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus (American linnet)]. The snipe [Common
Snipe Gallinago gallinago] has ceased (?) to boom. I have not heard the phoebe [Eastern
Phoebe Sayornis phoebe (Bridge Pewee)] of late, and methinks the bluebird [Eastern
Bluebird Sialia sialis] and the robin [American Robin Turdus migratorius] are not heard so
often (the former certainly not). Those tumultuous morning concerts of sparrows, tree and song,
hyemalis, and grackles, like 1eaves on the trees, are past, and the woodland quire will rather be
diminished than increased henceforth. But, on the other hand, toads and frogs and insects, especially
at night, all through June, betray by the sounds they make their sensitiveness to the increasing
temperature, and theirs especially is the music which ushers in the summer. Each warmer night, like
this, the toads and frogs sing with increased energy, and already fill the air with sound, though the
bullfrogs have not yet begun to trump in earnest. To this add the hum and creak of insects. These still
herald or expect the summer. The birds do not foretell that.
12 M. — By boat to Lee’s Cliff.
Larch cones are now conspicuous and handsome, — dark-crimson, about half an inch long. Pitch
pine cones, too, are now handsome. The larch has a little of the sweetness of the fir, etc. Pontederias,
flags, Polygonum hydropiperoides (just showing itself), that coarse utricularia, often floating,
potamogetons, etc., etc., now begin to make a conspicuous border to the river, and its summer limits
begin to be defined. Pads began to be eaten by insects as soon as they appeared, though it is still so
high that I am obliged to lower my mast at the bridges. Even this spring the arches of the stone bridge
were completely concealed by the flood, and yet at midsummer I can sail under them without
lowering my mast, which is [a blank space was left here] feet high from the bottom of the boat.
Critchicrotches have been edible some time in some places. It must be a kind of water milfoil, whose
leaves I now see variously divided under water, and some nearly two feet long. [Probably Sium.]
At the old bridge at the hill, the water being quite smooth, I saw a water-bug cross straight from the
south to the north side, about six rods, furrowing the water in a waving line, there being no other
insects near him on the surface. It took but about a minute. It was an interesting sight, proving that
this little insect, whose eyes are hardly raised above the plane of the water, sees, or is cognizant of,
the opposite shore. I have no doubt that they cross with ease and rapidity lakes a mile wide. It looked
like an adventurous voyage for it. Probably he is in danger from fishy monsters, — though it must
be difficult for a fish to catch one.
I see the exuviæ or cases of some insects on the stems of water plants above the surface. The large
devil’s-needles are revealed by the reflection in the water, when I cannot see them in the air, and at
first mistake them for swallows. Broom-rape, perhaps yesterday. Thimble-berry out, — at Lee’s
Cliff day before yesterday at least. Distinguished by the downy under sides of its leaves. I see those
large, thin, transparent radical heart (?) leaves [Nuphar Kalmiana] floating on the surface, as if bitten
off by some creature. I see breams’ nests which have been freshly cleared out and are occupied. The
red choke-berry is fully out, and I do not know but it is as early as the black. Red clover at Clamshell,
a day or two. Saw that common snake Coluber eximius of De Kay, checkered adder, etc., etc., —
forty-one inches long. A rather light brown above, with large dark-brown, irregularly quadrangular
blotches, margined with black, and similar small ones, on the sides; abdomen light salmon-white, —
whitest toward the head, — checkered with quadrangular blotches; very light bluish-slate in some
lights and dark-slate or black in others. Abdominal plates 201, caudal scales 45. I should think from
Storer’s description that his specimen had lost its proper colors in spirits. He describes not the colors
of a living snake, but those which alcohol might impart to it (?). It is as if you were to describe the
white man as very red in the face, having seen a drunkard only.
The huckleberries, excepting the late, are now generally in blossom, their rich clear red contrasting
with the light-green leaves; frequented by honey-bees, full of promise for the summer. One of the
great crops of the year. The blossom of the Vaccinium vacillans is larger and paler, but highercolored on one side and more transparent (?), less concealed by leaves. These are the blossoms of
the Vaccinieæ, or Whortleberry Family, which affords so large a proportion of our berries. The crop
of oranges, lemons, nuts, and raisins, and figs, quinces, etc., etc., not to mention tobacco and the like,
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is of no importance to us compared with these. The berry-promising flower of the Vaccinieæ. This
crop grows wild all over the country, — wholesome, bountiful, and free, — a real ambrosia (one is
called V. Vitis-Idœa, Vine of Mt. Ida), — and yet men — the foolish demons that they are — devote
themselves to culture of tobacco, inventing slavery and a thousand other curses as the means, — with
infinite pains and inhumanity go raise tobacco all their lives. Tobacco is the staple instead of
huckleberries. Wreaths of tobacco smoke go up from this land, the incense of a million sensualists.
With what authority can such distinguish between Christians and Mahometans?
Finding the low blackberry nearly open, I looked long and at last, where the vine ran over a rock on
the south hillside, the reflected heat had caused it [to] open fully its large white blossoms. In such
places, apparently yesterday. The high blackberry in similar places, at least to-day. At these rocks I
hear a sharp peep, — methinks of a peetweet [Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia (Peetweet)]
dashing away. Four pale-green (?) eggs, finely sprinkled with brown, in a brown thrasher’s [Brown
thrasher Toxostoma rufum] nest, on the ground (!!) under a barberry bush. The nightwarbler
, after his strain, drops down almost perpendicularly into a tree-top and is lost. The
crickets, though it is everywhere an oppressively warm day (yesterday I had a fire!!) and I am
compelled to take off any thinnish coat, are heard, particularly amid the rocks at Lee’s Cliff. They
must love warmth. As if it were already autumn there. White clover under the rocks. I see the ebony
spleenwort full-grown. The pitch pines are rather past bloom here, — the cobwebs they contain
yellowed with their dust, — probably generally in bloom elsewhere. Turritis stricta, apparently out
of bloom. Young wild cherry under rocks, fully out two or three days; generally or elsewhere not
quite out; probably will begin to-morrow.
It would be worth the while to ask ourselves weekly, Is our life innocent enough? Do we live
inhumanly, toward man or beast, in thought or act? To be serene and successful we must be at one
with the universe. The least conscious and needless injury inflicted on any creature is to its extent a
suicide. What peace — or life — can a murderer have?
Fair Haven Cliffs.
The lint has begun to come off the young leaves. The birches are still the darkest green to be seen in
large masses, except evergreens. The last begin to be less conspicuous, beginning to be lost in the
sea of verdure. The shrub oak plain is now fairly greened again, only slightly tinged with redness
here and there, where are the youngest white oak leaves.
As I sail down toward the Clamshell Hill about an hour before sunset, the water is smoothed like
glass, though the breeze is as strong as before. How is this? Yet I have not seen much smooth water
this spring. I think the fall must be the time. The rounded green hills are very fair and elysian. The
low clumps of bushes on their sides, just clothed with tender verdure, look like islets half sunk and
floating in a cool sea of grass. They do not stand, but float on the cool glaucous swells. Though the
grass is really short and thin there. Whole schools of fishes leap out of water at once with a loud
plashing, even many rods distant, scared by my sail. Cracks in the earth are still visible, and hips of
the late rose still hold on under water in some places.
The inhumanity of science concerns me, as when I am tempted to kill a rare snake that I may
ascertain its species. I feel that this is not the means of acquiring true knowledge.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
THOREAU ON
NORMATIVE SCIENCE
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During the last decade of his life, Thoreau visited his rivers
more than twice as often as the upland woods and lakes that he
is far better known for writing about.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 3

May 30, Tuesday, 1854: William Speiden, Jr. attended a concert of the Japanese Olio Minstrels on board the
Powhatan. “A large number of the Japanese were on board and seemed highly pleased.”
Stephen Douglas introduced to Congress, and obtained, the bill establishing Kansas and Nebraska as territories
whose legislatures would decide whether they’d be slave or free. It was anticipated that under the Popular
Sovereignty clause of the Kansas/Nebraska Act, despite the game-rules set down in the Missouri Compromise
Nebraska would choose to be a free state and Kansas a slave state.

READ THE FULL TEXT
There were two governments in the Kansas Territory, one proslavery and the other, in Topeka, antislavery.
President Franklin Pierce sided with the proslavery government, denouncing the Topeka government as
“revolutionary.” Opponents of the act began to coalesce into a new political party, its members calling
themselves Republicans. New England Abolitionists rushed to finance the sending of likeminded antislavery
settlers into Kansas. Bloody fights and raids erupted between pro- and antislavery settlements. Separate
territorial governments were established, one slave and one free. Each had its own capital. Though he
represented only a minority, the territorial governor was appointed by President Pierce and could officially
recognize only the proslavery government.
“My understanding is that anti-slavery and anti-black went hand
in hand. This is a modern political assumption that to be antislavery was to be pro-black. In fact, the fight against the
extension of slavery into Kansas was as much a fight to keep the
blacks out, even as slaves. Racist whites did not want blacks
in their territory, so they were anti the extension of slavery
and its aristocratic culture as well as anti black. See Foner’s
FREE SOIL, FREE LABOR, FREE MEN for a great summary of the whole
free soil mentality.” — Dave Williams
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This Kansas/Nebraska Compromise set aside the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and undermined the
Compromise of 1850. The US government had thrown the Kansas Territory open to white settlement despite
the fact that there were 10,000 Native American inhabitants of the territory and despite the fact that Congress
had not yet ratified any treaty providing for their cession of this land to the intrusives.

“BLEEDING KANSAS”

KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT OF 1854
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AN ACT TO ORGANIZE THE TERRITORIES OF NEBRASKA AND KANSAS.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all that
part of the territory of the United States included within the
following limits, except such portions thereof as are
hereinafter expressly exempted from the operations of this act,
to wit: beginning at a point in the Missouri River where the
fortieth parallel of north latitude crosses the same; then west
on said parallel to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah,
the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence on said summit
northwest to the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude; thence
east on said parallel to the western boundary of the territory
of Minnesota; thence southward on said boundary to the Missouri
River; thence down the main channel of said river to the place
of beginning, be, and the same is hereby, created into a
temporary government by the name of the Territory of Nebraska;
and when admitted as a State or States, the said Territory or
any portion of the same, shall be received into the Union with
or without slavery, as their constitution may prescribe at the
time of the admission: Provided, That nothing in this act
contained shall be construed to inhibit the government of the
United States from dividing said Territory into two or more
Territories, in such manner and at such time as Congress shall
deem convenient and proper, or from attaching a portion of said
Territory to any other State or Territory of the United States:
Provided further, That nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to impair the rights of person or property now
pertaining the Indians in said Territory, so long as such rights
shall remain unextinguished by treaty between the United States
and such Indians, or include any territory which, by treaty with
any Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to
be included within the territorial line or jurisdiction of any
State or Territory; but all such territory shall be excepted out
of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the Territory of
Nebraska, until said tribe shall signify their assent to the
President of the United States to be included within the said
Territory of Nebraska, or to affect the authority of the
government of the United States to make any regulations
respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights,
by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been competent
to the government to make if this act had never passed.
SECTION 2. And Be it further enacted, That the executive power
and authority in and over said Territory of Nebraska shall be
vested in a Governor who shall hold his office for four years,
and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless
sooner removed by the President of the United States. The
Governor shall reside within said Territory, and shall be
commander-in-chief of the militia thereof. He may grant pardons
and respites for offences against the laws of said Territory,
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and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United
States, until the decision of the President can be made known
thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed
to office under the laws of the aid Territory, and shall take
care that the laws be faithfully executed.
SECTION 3. And Be it further enacted, That there shall be a
Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold
his office for five years, unless sooner removed by the
President of the United States; he shall record and preserve all
the laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter
constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the Governor
in his executive department; he shall transmit one copy of the
laws and journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty days
after the end of each session, and one copy of the executive
proceedings and official correspondence semi-annually, on the
first days of January and July in each year to the President of
the United States, and two copies of the laws to the President
of the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
to be deposited in the libraries of Congress, and in or case of
the death, removal, resignation, or absence of the Governor from
the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and he is hereby,
authorized and required to execute and perform all the powers
and duties of the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or
until another Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified to
fill such vacancy.
SECTION 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power
and authority of said Territory shall be vested in the Governor
and a Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly shall
consist of a Council and House of Representatives. The Council
shall consist of thirteen members, having the qualifications of
voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall
continue two years. The House of Representatives shall, at its
first session, consist of twenty-six members, possessing the
same qualifications as prescribed for members of the Council,
and whose term of service shall continue one year. The number
of representatives may be increased by the Legislative Assembly,
from time to time, in proportion to the increase of qualified
voters: Provided, That the whole number shall never exceed
thirty-nine. An apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal as
practicable, among the several counties or districts, for the
election of the council and representatives, giving to each
section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its
qualified voters as nearly as may be. And the members of the
Council and of the House of Representatives shall reside in, and
be inhabitants of, the district or county, or counties for which
they may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first
election, the Governor shall cause a census, or enumeration of
the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several counties and
districts of the Territory, to be taken by such persons and in
such mode as the Governor shall designate and appoint; and the
persons so appointed shall receive a reasonable compensation

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
therefor. And the first election shall be held at such time and
places, and be conducted in such manner, both as to the persons
who shall superintend such election and the returns thereof, as
the Governor shall appoint and direct; and he shall at the same
time declare the number of members of the Council and House of
Representatives to which each of the counties or districts shall
be entitled under this act. The persons having the highest
number of legal votes in each of said council districts for
members of the Council, shall be declared by the Governor to be
duly elected to the Council; and the persons having the highest
number of legal votes for the House of Representatives, shall
be declared by the Governor to be duly elected members of said
house: Provided, That in case two or more persons voted for shall
have an equal number of votes, and in case a vacancy shall
otherwise occur in either branch of the Legislative Assembly,
the Governor shall order a new election; and the persons thus
elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such place and
on such day as the Governor shall appoint; but thereafter, the
time, place, and manner of holding and conducting all elections
by the people, and the apportioning the representation in the
several counties or districts to the Council and House of
Representatives, according to the number of qualified voters,
shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of the
commencement of the regular sessions of the Legislative
Assembly: Provided, That no session in any one year shall exceed
the term of forty days, except the first session, which may
continue sixty days.
SECTION 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male
inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years who shall be an
actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess the
qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote
at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within
the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters, and of
holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such as
shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That
the right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised
only by citizens of the United States and those who shall have
declared on oath their intention to become such, and shall have
taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States
and the provisions of this act: And provided further, That no
officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or other person in the army
or navy of the United States, or attached to troops in the
service of the United States, shall be allowed to vote or hold
office in said Territory, by reason of being on service therein.
SECTION 6. And Be it further enacted, That the legislative power
of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of
legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United
States and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed
interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall
be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the
lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher than
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the lands or other property of residents. Every bill which shall
have passed the Council and House of Representatives of the said
Territory shall, before it become a law, be presented to the
Governor of the Territory; if he approve, he shall sign it; but
if not, he shall return it with his objections to the house in
which it originated, who shall enter the objections at large on
their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsideration two thirds of that house shall agree to pass the
bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the
other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if
approved by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law. But
in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined
by yeas and nays, to be entered on the journal of each house
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor
within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been
presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if
he had signed it, unless the Assembly, by adjournment, prevents
its return, in which case it shall not be a law.
SECTION 7. And be it further enacted, That all township,
district, and county officers, not herein otherwise provided
for, shall be appointed or elected, as the case may be, in such
manner as shall be provided by the Governor and Legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska. The Governor shall
nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise
provided for; and in the first instance the Governor alone may
appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until
the end of the first session of the Legislative Assembly; and
shall lay off the necessary districts for members of the Council
and House of Representatives, and all other officers.
SECTION 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the
Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be appointed to, any office
which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of
which shall have been increased, while he was a member, during
the term for which he was elected, and for one year after the
expiration of such term; but this restriction shall not be
applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly; and no
person holding a commission or appointment under the United
States, except Postmasters, shall be a member of the Legislative
Assembly, or hold any office under the government of said
Territory.
SECTION 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power
of said Territory shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District
Courts, Probate Courts, and in Justices of the Peace. The
Supreme Court shall consist of a chief justice and two associate
justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who
shall hold a term at the seat of government of said Territory
annually, and they shall hold their offices during the period
of four years, and until their successor shall be appointed and
qualified. The said Territory shall be divided into three
judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each
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of said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme Court,
at such times and places as may be prescribed by of law; and the
said judges shall, after their appointments, respectively,
reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The
jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both
appellate and original, and that of the probate courts and of
justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided,
That justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any
matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may
be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one
hundred dollars; and the said supreme and districts courts,
respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law
jurisdiction. Each District Court, or the judge thereof, shall
appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery,
and shall keep his office at the place where the court may, be
held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and appeals, shall be
allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district
courts to the Supreme Court, under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law; but in no case removed to the Supreme Court
shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The Supreme Court,
or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every
clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for
which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals
from the final decisions of said Supreme Court, shall be
allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the United
States, in the same manner and under the same regulations as
from the circuit courts of the United States, where the value
of the property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained
by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other competent
witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; except only that in
all cases involving title to slaves, the said writs of error,
or appeals shall be allowed and decided by the said Supreme
Court, without regard to the value of the matter, property, or
title in controversy; and except also that a writ of error or
appeal shall also be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United
States, from the decision of the said Supreme Court created by
this act, or of any judge thereof, or of the district courts
created by this act, or of any judge thereof, upon any writ of
habeas corpus, involving the question of personal freedom:
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to
apply to or affect the provisions to the “act respecting
fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service
of their masters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen hundred
and ninety-three, and the “act to amend and supplementary to the
aforesaid act,” approved September eighteen, eighteen hundred
and fifty; and each of the said district courts shall have and
exercise the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the
Constitution and Laws of the United States as is vested in the
Circuit and District Courts of the United States; and the said
Supreme and District Courts of the said Territory, and the
respective judges thereof, shall and may grant writs of habeas
corpus in all cases in which the same are granted by the judges
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of the United States in the District of Columbia; and the first
six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as
shall be necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes
arising under the said constitution and laws, and writs of error
and appeal in all such cases shall be made to the Supreme Court
of said Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk
shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the clerks
of the district courts of Utah Territory now receive for similar
services.
SECTION 10. And Be it further enacted, That the provisions of
an act entitled “An act respecting fugitives from justice, and
persons escaping from the service of their masters,” approved
February twelve, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the
provisions of the act entitled “An act to amend, and
supplementary to, the aforesaid act,” approved September
eighteen, eighteen hundred and fifty, be, and the same are
hereby, declared to extend to and be in full force within the
limits of said Territory of Nebraska.
SECTION 11. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
appointed an Attorney for said Territory, who shall continue in
office for four years, and until his successor shall be
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President,
and who shall receive the same fees and salary I as the Attorney
of the United States for the present Territory of Utah. There
shall also be a Marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall
hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall
be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
President, and who shall execute all processes issuing from the
said courts when exercising their jurisdiction as Circuit and
District Courts of the United States; he shall perform the
duties, be subject to the same regulation and penalties, and be
entitled to the same fees, as the Marshal of the District Court
of the United States for the present Territory of Utah, and
shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a
compensation for extra services.
SECTION 12. And be it further enacted, That the Governor,
Secretary, Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, Attorney and
Marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the United
States. The Governor and a Secretary to be appointed as
aforesaid, shall, before they act as such, respectively take an
oath or affirmation before the District Judge or some Justice
of the Peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized
to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force
therein, or & before the Chief Justice, or some Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, to support
the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to
discharge the duties of their respective offices, which said
oaths, when so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom
the same shall have been taken; and such certificates shall be
received and recorded by the said Secretary among the Executive
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proceedings; and the Chief Justice and Associate Justices, and
all other civil officers in said Territory, before they act as
such, shall take a like oath or affirmation before the said
Governor or Secretary, or some Judge or Justice of the Peace of
the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and qualified, which
said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted by
the person taking the same to the Secretary, to be by him
recorded as aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like oath or
affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such
manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The Governor shall
receive an annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars.
The Chief Justice and Associate Justices shall each receive an
annual salary of two thousand dollars. The Secretary shall
receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The said
salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, from the dates of the
respective appointments, at the Treasury of the United States;
but no such payment shall be made until said officers shall have
entered upon the duties of their respective appointments. The
members of the Legislative Assembly shall be entitled to receive
three dollars each per day during their attendance at the
sessions thereof, and three dollars each for every twenty miles’
travel in going to and returning from the said sessions,
estimated according to the nearest usually travelled route; and
an additional allowance of three dollars shall be paid to the
presiding officer of each house for each day he shall so preside.
And a chief clerk, one assistant clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and
doorkeeper, may be chosen for each house; and the chief clerk
shall receive four dollars per day, and the said other officers
three dollars per day, during the session of the Legislative
Assembly; but no other officers shall be paid by the United
States: Provided, That there shall be but one session of the
legislature annually, unless, on an extraordinary occasion, the
Governor shall think proper to call the legislature together.
There shall be appropriated, annually, the usual sum, to be
expended by the Governor, to defray the contingent expenses of
the Territory, including the salary of a clerk of the Executive
Department; and there shall also be appropriated, annually, a
sufficient sum, to be expended by the Secretary of the
Territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of the
Legislative Assembly, the printing of the laws, and other
incidental expenses; and the Governor and Secretary of the
Territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys intrusted to
them, be governed solely by the instructions of the Secretary
of the Treasury of the United States, and shall, semi-annually,
account to the said Secretary for the manner in which the
aforesaid moneys shall have been expended; and no expenditure
shall be made by said Legislative Assembly for objects not
specially authorized by the acts of Congress, making the
appropriations, nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such
objects.
SECTION 13. And be it further enacted, That the Legislative
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Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska shall hold its first
session at such time and place in said Territory as the Governor
thereof shall appoint and direct; and at said first session, or
as soon thereafter as they shall deem expedient, the Governor
and Legislative Assembly shall proceed to locate and establish
the seat of government for said Territory at such place as they
may deem eligible; which place, however, shall thereafter be
subject to be. changed by the said Governor and Legislative
Assembly.
SECTION 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the
House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the
term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United States,
may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the
Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights
and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates
from the several other Territories of the United States to the
said House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress to which
he shall be elected. The first election shall be held at such
time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor
shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections the
times, places, and manner of holding the elections, shall be
prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number of
votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected; and
a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That the
Constitution, and all Laws of the United States which are not
locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect
within the said Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within the
United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory
to the admission of Missouri into the Union approved March
sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, being inconsistent
with the principle of non-intervention by Congress with slaves
in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legislation
of eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise
Measures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the
true intent and meaning c this act not to legislate slavery into
any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave
the people thereof perfectly free to form an regulate their
domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the
Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein
contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any law
or regulation which may have existed prior to the act of sixth
March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting,
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.
SECTION 15. And Be it further enacted, That there shall
hereafter be appropriated, as has been customary for the
Territorial governments, sufficient amount, to be expended under
the direction of the said Governor of the Territory of Nebraska,
not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated for similar
objects, for the erection of suitable public buildings at the
seat of government, and for the purchase of a library, to be
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kept at the seat of government for the use of the Governor,
Legislative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme Court, Secretary,
Marshal, and Attorney of said Territory, and such other persons,
and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law.
SECTION 16. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in
the said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of the
government of the United States, preparatory to bringing the
same into market, section; numbered sixteen and thirty-six in
each township in said Territory shall be, and the same are
hereby, reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in
said Territory, and in the States and Territories hereafter to
be erected out of the same.
SECTION 17. And be it further enacted, That, until otherwise
provided by law, the Governor of said Territory may define the
Judicial Districts of said Territory, and assign the judges who
may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts;
and also appoint the times and places for holding courts in the
several counties or subdivisions in each of said Judicial
Districts by proclamation, to be issued by him; but the
Legislative Assembly, at their first or any subsequent session,
may organize, alter, or modify such Judicial Districts, and
assign the judges, and alter the times and places of holding the
courts, as to them shall seem proper and convenient.
SECTION 18. And be it further enacted, That all officers to be
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, for the Territory of Nebraska, who, by virtue of
the provisions of any law now existing, or which may be enacted
during the present Congress, are required to give security for
moneys that may be intrusted with them for disbursement, shall
give such security, at such time and place, and in such manner,
as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.
SECTION 19. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the
Territory of the United States included within the following
limits, except such portions thereof as are hereinafter
expressly exempted from the operations of this act, to wit,
beginning at a point on the western boundary of the State of
Missouri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude
crosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the eastern
boundary of New Mexico; thence north on said boundary to
latitude thirty-eight; thence following said boundary westward
to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, on the summit of
the Rocky Mountains; thence northward on said summit to the
fortieth parallel of latitude, thence east on said parallel to
the western boundary of the State of Missouri; thence south with
the western boundary of said State to the place of beginning,
be, and the same is hereby, created into a temporary government
by the name of the Territory of Kansas; and when admitted as a
State or States, the said Territory, or any portion of the same,
shall be received into the Union with or without slavery, as
their Constitution may prescribe at the time of their admission:
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Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed
to inhibit the government of the United States from dividing
said Territory into two or more Territories, in such manner and
at such times as Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or
from attaching any portion of said Territory to any other State
or Territory of the United States: Provided further, That
nothing in this act contained shall be construed to impair the
rights of person or property now pertaining to the Indians in
said Territory, so long as such rights shall remain
unextinguished by treaty between the United States and such
Indians, or to include any territory which, by treaty with any
Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to be
included within the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any
State or Territory; but all such territory shall be excepted out
of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the Territory of
Kansas, until said tribe shall signify their assent to the
President of the United States to be included within the said
Territory of Kansas, or to affect the authority of the
government of the United States to make any regulation
respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights,
by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been competent
to the government to make if this act had never passed.
SECTION 20. And be it further enacted, That the executive power
and chin authority in and over said Territory of Kansas shall
be vested in a Governor, who shall hold his office for four
years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified,
unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. The
Governor shall reside within said Territory, and shall be
commander-in-chief of the militia thereof. He may grant pardons
and respites for offences against the laws of said Territory,
and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United
States, until the decision of the President can be made known
thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed
to office under the laws of the said Territory, and shall take
care that the laws be faithfully executed.
SECTION 21. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a
Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold
his office for five years, unless sooner removed by the
President of the United States; he shall record and preserve all
the laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter
constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the Governor
in his Executive Department; he shall transmit one copy of the
laws and journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty days
after the end of each session, and one copy of the executive
proceedings and official correspondence semi-annually, on the
first days of January and July in each year, to the President
of the United States, and two copies of the laws to the President
of the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
to be deposited in the libraries of Congress; and, in case of
the death, removal, resignation, or absence of the Governor from
the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and he is hereby,
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authorized and required to execute and perform all the powers
and duties of the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or
until another Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified to
fill such vacancy.
SECTION 22. And be it further enacted, That the legislative
power and authority of said Territory shall be vested in the
Governor and a Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly
shall consist of a Council and House of Representatives. The
Council shall consist of thirteen members, having the
qualifications of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term
of
service
shall
continue
two
years.
The
House
of
Representatives shall, at its first session, consist of twentysix members possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for
members of the Council, and whose term of service shall continue
one year. The number of representatives may be increased by the
Legislative Assembly, from time c to time, in proportion to the
increase of qualified voters: Provided, That the whole number
shall never exceed thirty-nine. An apportionment shall be made,
as nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties e or
districts, for the election of the Council and Representatives,
giving to each section of the Territory representation in the
ratio of its qualified voters as nearly as may be. And the
members of the Council and of the House of Representatives shall
reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district or county, or
counties, for which they may be elected, respectively. Previous
to the first election, the Governor shall cause a census, or
enumeration of the inhabitants and qualified voters of the
several counties and districts of the Territory, to be taken by
such persons and in such mode as the Governor shall designate
and appoint; and the persons so appointed shall receive a
reasonable compensation therefor. And the first election shall
be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner,
both as to the persons who shall superintend such election and
the returns thereof, as the Governor shall appoint and direct;
and he shall at the same time declare the number of members of
the Council and House of Representatives to which each of the
counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. The
persons having the highest number of legal votes in each of said
Council Districts for members of the Council, shall be declared
by the Governor to be duly elected to the Council; and the
persons having the highest number of legal votes for the House
of Representatives, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly
elected members of said house: Provided, That in case two or
more persons voted for shall have an equal number of votes, and
in case o a vacancy shall otherwise occur in either branch of
the Legislative Assembly, the Governor shall order a new
election; and the persons thus elected to the Legislative
Assembly shall meet at such place and on such day as the Governor
shall appoint; but thereafter, the time, place, and manner of
holding and conducting all elections by the people, and the
apportioning the representation in the several counties or
districts to the Council and House of Representatives, according
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to the number of qualified t voters, shall be prescribed by law,
as well as the day of the commencement of the regular sessions
of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That no session in any
one year shall exceed the term of forty days, except the first
session, which may continue sixty days.
SECTION 23. And be it further enacted, That every free white
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who shall be
an actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess the
qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote
at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within
the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters, and of
holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such as
shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That
the right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised
only by citizens of the United States, and those who shall have
declared, on oath, their intention to become such, and shall
have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United
States and the provisions of this act: And, provided further,
That no officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or other person in
the ‘army or navy of the United States, or attached to troops
in the service of the United States, shall be allowed to vote
or hold office in said Territory by reason of being on service
therein.
SECTION 24. And be it further enacted, That the legislative
power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of
legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United
States and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed
interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall
be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the
lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher than
the lands or other properly of residents. Every bill which shall
have passed the Council and House of Representatives of the said
Territory shall, before it become a law, be presented to the
Governor of the Territory; if he approve, he shall sign it; but
if not, he shall return it with his objections to the house in
which it originated, who shall enter the objections at large on
their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree to pass
the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the
other house, by which, it shall likewise be reconsidered, and,
if approved by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law.
But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be
determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on the journal of
each house, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by
the Governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall
have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like
manner as if he had signed it, unless the Assembly, by
adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be
a law.
SECTION 25. And be it further enacted, That all township,
district, and; county officers, not herein otherwise provided
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for, shall be appointed or elected as the case may be, in such
manner as shall be provided by the Governor and Legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Kansas. The Governor shall
nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise
provided for; and, in the first instance, the Governor alone may
appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until
the end of the first session of the Legislative Assembly; and
shall lay off the necessary districts for members of the Council
and House of Representatives, and all other officers.
SECTION 26. And be it further enacted, That no member of the
Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be appointed to, any office
which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of
which shall have been increased, while he was a member, during
the term for which he was elected, and for one year after the
expiration of such term; but this restriction shall not be
applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly; and no
person holding a commission or appointment under the United
States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the Legislative
Assembly, or shall hold any office under the government of said
Territory.
SECTION 27. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power
of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme court, district
courts, probate courts, and in justices of the peace. The
Supreme Court shall Consist of chief justice and two associate
justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who
shall hold a term at the seat of government of said Territory
annually; and they shall hold their offices during the period
of four years, and until their successors shall be appointed and
qualified. The said Territory shall be divided into three
judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each
of said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme Court,
at such times and places as may be prescribed by law; and the
said judges shall, after their appointments, respectively,
reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The
jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both
appellate and original, and that of the probate courts and of
justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided,
That justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any
matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may
be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one
hundred dollars; and the said supreme and district courts,
respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law
jurisdiction. Said District Court, or the judge thereof, shall
appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery,
and shall keep his office at the place where the court may be
held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and appeals shall be
allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district
courts to the Supreme Court, under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law; but in no case removed to the Supreme Court
shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The Supreme Court,

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every
clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for
which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals
from the final decisions of said supreme court, shall be
allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the United
States, in the same manner and under the same regulations as
from the Circuit Courts of the United States, where the value
of the property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained
by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other competent
witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; except only that in
all cases involving title to slaves, the said writ of error or
appeals shall be allowed and decided by said supreme court,
without regard to the value of the matter, property, or title
in controversy; and except also that a writ of error or appeal
shall also be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States,
from the decision of the said supreme court created by this act,
or of any judge thereof, or of the district courts created by
this act, or of any judge thereof, upon any writ of habeas
corpus, involving the question of personal freedom: Provided,
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to apply to or
affect the provisions of the “act respecting fugitives from
justice, and persons escaping from the service of their
masters,” approved February twelfth, - seventeen hundred and
ninety-three, and the “act to amend and supplementary to the
aforesaid act,” approved September eighteenth, eighteen hundred
and fifty; and each of the said district courts shall have and
exercise the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the
Constitution and laws of the United States as is vested in the
Circuit and District Courts of the United States; and the said
supreme and district courts of the said Territory, and the
respective judges thereof, shall and may grant writs of habeas
corpus in all cases in which the same are granted by the judges
of the United States in the District of Columbia; and the first
six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as may
be necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes
arising under the said Constitution and laws, and writs of error
and appeal in all such cases shall-be made to the Supreme Court
of said Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk
shall receive the same fees in all such cases, which the clerks
of the district courts of Utah Territory now receive for similar
services.
SECTION 28. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of
the act entitled “An act respecting fugitives from justice, and
persons escaping from, the service of their masters,” approved
February twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the
provisions of the act entitled “An act to amend, and
supplementary to, the aforesaid act,” approved September
eighteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty, be, and the same are
hereby, declared to extend to and be in full force within the
limits of the said Territory of Kansas.
SECTION 29. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
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appointed an attorney for said Territory, who shall continue in
office for four years, and until his successor shall be
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President,
and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the Attorney
of the United States for the present Territory of Utah. There
shall also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall
hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall
be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
President, and who shall execute all processes issuing from the
said courts where exercising their jurisdiction as Circuit and
District Courts of the United States; he shall perform the
duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and
be entitled to the same fees, as the Marshal of the District
Court of the United States for the present Territory of Utah,
and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as
a compensation for extra services.
SECTION 30. And be it further enacted, That the Governor,
Secretary, Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, Attorney, and
Marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the United
States. The Governor and Secretary to be appointed as aforesaid
shall, before they act as such, respectively take an oath or
affirmation before the district judge or some justice of the
peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to
administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force
therein, or before the Chief Justice or some Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States, to support the
Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to discharge
the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when
so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall
have been taken; and such certificates shall be received and
recorded by the said secretary among the executive proceedings;
and the Chief Justice and Associate Justices, and all other
civil officers in said Territory, before they act as such, shall
take a like oath or affirmation before the said Governor or
Secretary, or some Judge or Justice of the Peace of the Territory
who may be duly commissioned and qualified, which said oath or
affirmation shall be certified and transmitted by the person
taking the same to the Secretary, to be by him recorded as
aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall
be taken, certified, and recorded, in such manner and form as
may be prescribed by law. The Governor shall receive an annual
salary of two thousand five hundred dollars. The Chief Justice
and Associate Justices shall receive As an annual salary of two
thousand dollars. The Secretary shall receive an annual salary
of two thousand dollars. The said salaries shall be paid
quarter-yearly, from the dates of the respective appointments,
at the Treasury of the United States; but no such payment shall
be made until said officers shall have entered upon the duties
of their respective appointments. The members of the Legislative
Assembly shall be entitled to receive three dollars each per day
during their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three
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dollars each for every twenty miles’ travel in going to and
returning from the said sessions, estimated according to the
nearest usually travelled route; and an additional allowance of
three dollars shall be paid to the presiding officer of each
house for each day he shall so preside. And a chief clerk, one
assistant clerk, a sergeant at-arms, and door-keeper, may be
chosen for each house; and the chief clerk shall receive four
dollars per day, and the said other officers three dollars per
day, during the session of the Legislative Assembly; but no to
other officers shall be paid by the United States: Provided,
That there shall be but one session of the Legislature annually,
unless, on an extraordinary occasion, the Governor shall think
proper to call the Legislature together. There shall be
appropriated, annually, the usual sum, to be expended by the
Governor, to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory,
including the salary of a clerk of the Executive Department and
there shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum,
to be expended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an
estimate to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury of the
United States, to defray the expenses of the Legislative
Assembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental
expenses; and the Governor and Secretary of the Territory shall,
in the disbursement of all moneys intrusted to them, be governed
solely by the instructions of the secretary of the Treasury of
the United States, and shall, semi-annually, account to the said
secretary for lit the manner in which the aforesaid moneys shall
have been expended; and no expenditure shall be made by said
Legislative Assembly for objects not specially authorized by the
acts of Congress making the appropriations, nor beyond the sums
thus appropriated for such objects.
SECTION 31. And be it further enacted, That the seat of
government of said Territory is hereby located temporarily at
Fort Leavenworth; and that such portions of the public buildings
as may not be actually used and needed for military purposes,
may be occupied and used, under the direction of the Governor
and Legislative Assembly, for such public purposes as may be
required under the provisions of this act.
SECTION 32. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the
House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the
term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United States,
may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the
Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights
and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates
from the several other Territories of the United States to the
said House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress to which
he shall be elected. The first election shall be held at such
time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor
shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections, the
times, places, and manner of holding the elections shall be
prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number of
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votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected, and
a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That the
Constitution, and all laws of the United States which are not
locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect
within the said Territory of Kansas as elsewhere within the
United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory
to the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March
sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, being inconsistent
with the principle of non-intervention by Congress with slavery
in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legislation
of eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise
Measures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the
true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery
into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but
to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate
their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to
the Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing
herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in force
any law or regulation which may have existed prior to the act
of sixth of March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either
protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.
SECTION 33. And be it further enacted; That there shall
hereafter be appropriated, as has been customary for the
territorial governments, a sufficient amount, to be expended
under the direction of the said Governor of the Territory of
Kansas, not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated for
similar objects, for the erection of suitable public buildings
at the seat of government, and for the purchase of a library,
to be kept at the seat of government for the use of the Governor,
Legislative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme Court, Secretary,
Marshal, and Attorney of said Territory, and such other persons,
and under such regulations, as shall be prescribed by law.
SECTION 34. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in
the said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of the
government of the United States, preparatory to bringing the
same into market, sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in
each township in said Territory shall be, and the same are
hereby, reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in
said Territory, and in the States and Territories hereafter to
be erected out of the same.
SECTION 35. And be it further enacted, That, until otherwise
provided by law, the Governor of said Territory may define the
Judicial Districts of said Territory, and assign the judges who
may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts;
and also appoint the times and places for holding courts in the
several counties or subdivisions in each of said judicial
districts by proclamation, to be issued by him; but the
Legislative Assembly, at their first or any subsequent session,
may organize, alter, or modify such judicial districts, and
assign the judges, and alter the times and places of holding the
courts as to them shall seem proper and convenient.
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SECTION 36. And be it further enacted, That all officers to be
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, for the Territory of Kansas, who, by virtue of
the provisions of any law now existing, or which may be enacted
during the present Congress, are required to give security for
moneys that may be intrusted with them for disbursement, shall
give such security, at such time and place, and in such manner
as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.
SECTION 37. And be it further enacted, That all treaties, laws,
and other, engagements made by the government of the United
States with the Indian tribes inhabiting the territories
embraced within this act, shall be faithfully and rigidly
observed, notwithstanding any thing contained in this act; and
that the existing agencies and superintendencies of said Indians
be continued with the same powers and duties which are now
prescribed by law, except that the President of the United
States may, at his discretion, change the location of the office
of superintendent.
Approved, May 30, 1854.
June 7, Wednesday, 1854: At Shimoda, Japan. “Early this morning we had a peep at our old friend Mt. Fujitowering high into the heavens.”

JENNY DUGAN

At 6 AM Henry Thoreau walked up the railroad tracks. In the afternoon he visited the Linnaea Hills and then
the Dugan Desert:

June 7. Wednesday. 6 A.M. — Up railroad.
Viburnum dentatum. Grape yesterday. Viburnum nudum, June 5. A thick fog this morning, through
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which at last rain falls, — the first after a considerable and first dry spell. As yet nothing has suffered
from dryness; the grass is very green and rank, owing to the cold spring, the June-grass converting
hillside pastures into mowing-land, and the seeds (or chaff?) of many grasses begin to fall on my
shoes.
P.M. — To Dugan Desert via Linnaea Hills.
Curled dock. Linnæa abundantly out some days: say 3d or 4th. It has not rained since morning, but
continues cloudy and is warm and muggy, the sun almost coming out. The birds sing now more than
ever, as in the morning, and mosquitoes are very troublesome in the woods. The locusts so full of
pendulous white racemes five inches long, filling the air with their sweetness and resounding with
the hum of humble and honey bees, are very interesting. These racemes are strewn along the path by
children. Is that the Cratægus Crus-Galli?, roadside between Joe Hosmer’s and Tarbell’s? Again I
am struck by the rank, dog-like scent of the rue budded to blossom. Along the wood-paths and in
wood-side pastures I see the golden basins of the cistus. I am surprised at the size of green berries,
— shad-bush, low blueberries, choke-cherries, etc., etc. It is but. a step from flowers to fruit.
As I expected I find the desert scored by the tracks of turtles, made evidently last night, though the
rain of this morning has obliterated the marks of their tails. The tracks are about seven eighths of an
inch in diameter, one half inch deep, two inches apart (from centre to centre) in each row, and the
rows four or five inches apart; and they have dabbled in the sand in many places and made some
small holes. Yesterday was hot and dusty, and this morning it rained. Did they choose such a time?
Yesterday I saw the painted and the wood tortoise out. Now I see a snapping turtle, its shell about a
foot long, out here on the damp sand, with its head out, disturbed by me. It had just been excavating,
and its shell — especially the fore part and sides — and especially its snout, were deeply covered
with earth. It appears to use its shell as a kind of spade whose handle is within, tilting it now this
way, now that, and perhaps using its head and claws as a pick. It was in a little cloud of mosquitoes,
which were continually settling on its head and flippers, but which it did not mind. Its sternum was
slightly depressed. It seems that they are very frequently found fighting in the water and sometimes
dead in the spring, maybe killed by the ice. Some think that the suckers I see floating arc killed by
the ice.
The Linaria Canadensis well out, near Heart-leaf Pond. How long? Œnothera pumila in low ground.
Angelica at Nut Meadow Brook. The low blackberry leaves on Dennis’s lupine hill are now covered
beneath with that orange rust.88 Were those premature scarlet leaves which I saw at the Rock on the
4th the shadbush?89 Common iris, some days; one withered.
Saw again what I have pronounced the yellow-winged sparrow (Fringilla passerina) [Grasshopper
Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum (Yellow-winged Sparrow or Savannarum or savanna)],
with white line down head and yellow over eyes and my seringo note; but this time yellow of wings
not apparent; ochreous throat ind breast; quite different from the bay-winged, and smaller. Does the
bay-wing [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus (Bay-wing or White-in-tail or Grass Finch or
Grass-bird)] make the seringo note? [No.]
Now the river is reduced to summer width. It is in the spring that we observe those dark-blue lakes
on our meadows. Now weeds are beginning to fill the stream.
This muggy evening I see fireflies, the first I have seen or heard of at least. This louring day has been
a regular fisherman’s day, and I have seen many on the river, a general turnout.

88. The same on thimble-berry the 13th June.
89. Yes; it was dying.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
June 12, Monday, 1854: Incidental music to Plouvier’s comédie Le Songe d’une nuit d’hiver by Jacques
Offenbach was performed for the initial time, at the Comédie-Française, Paris.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had an interview with 7 Japanese princes, including some Treaty
commissioners.
The body of William Board was discovered on the island of Okinawa. This American was alleged to have
while intoxicated on shore committed a home invasion during which he raped a woman. It would appear that
he had been chased down by villagers, stoned, and drowned (if course, nobody would be willing to turn these
local perpetrators over to the “justice” of a western fleet).
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went to Walden Pond, and by sunset he was on Clamshell Hill.

June 12. P.M. — To Walden.
Clover now reddens the fields. Grass in its prime. Comfrey in front of Stow’s well out some days
apparently. With the roses now fairly begun I associate summer heats. Galium trifidum var.
latifolium (?), smooth-angled, some with linear leaves. Is it tinctorium? Hear the evergreen-forest
note, and see the bird on the top of a white pine, somewhat creeper-like, along the boughs, and
golden head except a black streak from eyes, black throat, slate-colored back, forked tail, white
beneath, — er te, ter ter te. Another bird with yellow throat near by may have been the other sex.
Is it the golden-winged warbler? [Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera] [Vide June
17th.]
Pyrola chlorantha. Rosa lucida, probably yesterday, the 11th, judging from what I saw Saturday, i.e.
the 10th. A bud in pitcher the 13th. The R. nitida is the most common now. The round-leaved cornel
is well out at Heywood Peak, probably two or three days. Perhaps this and the maple-leaved
viburnum are as early as the V. nudum and V. dentatum, only more rare. Scared a kingfisher [Belted
Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon] on a bough over Walden. As he flew off, he hovered two or three times
thirty or forty feet above the pond, and at last dove and apparently caught a fish, with which he flew
off low over the water to a tree. Mountain laurel at the pond. A narrow-leaved potamogeton well out
at the bathing-place, — leaves two to three inches long. Four-leaved loosestrife.
Silene antirrhina, how long? Do I not see two birds with the seringo note, — the Savannah (?)
sparrow [Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis (passerina or seringo or seringobird)], larger with not so bright a yellow over eye, none on wing, and white breast, and beneath
former streaked with dark and perhaps a dark spot, and the smaller yellow-winged [Grasshopper
Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum (Yellow-winged Sparrow or Savannarum or savanna)],
with spot on wing also and ochreous breast and throat? The first sings che che rar, che ra-a-a-a-a-ar.
Sundown. — To Clamshell Hill.
Nightshade a day or two. The cracks made by cold in pastures in the winter are still quite distinct.
Phleum or herd’s-grass (:). I sit on the Clamshell Hill at sunset, while several kinds of swallows are
playing low over it chasing each other, and occasionally alighting on the bare hillside. The level rays
of the sun shine into and light up the trunk and limbs of a swamp white oak on Hubbard’s meadow.
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June 15, Thursday, 1854: At 5:30 AM Henry Thoreau went to the Island and Hill, and in the afternoon he took
his boat up the Assabet River to Garlic Wall.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

At 7 PM he walked along the railroad tracks to the Cliff, and found a nest of 10 buried tortoise eggs which he
took home and reburied in his garden.
At Tsarskoye Selo, Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka began writing his memoirs.
On the far eastern island, the remains of the American Robert Williams were moved for internment.
The funeral of Jefferson Davis and Varina Davis’s son Samuel Emory Davis was at home.
Charles Wesley Slack wrote from New-York to Eva Evelina E. Vannevar Slack in Boston, detailing his
activities.

June 15. 5.30 A.M. — To Island and Hill.
A young painted tortoise on the surface of the water, as big as a quarter of a dollar, with a reddish or
orange sternum. I suppose that my skater insect is the hydrometer. Found a nest of tortoise eggs,
apparently buried last night, which I brought home, ten in all, — one lying wholly on the surface, —
and buried in the garden. The soil above a dark virgin mould about a stump was unexpectedly hard.90
P.M. — Up Assabet to Garlic Wall.
That tall grass opposite the Merrick Swimming-Place is getting up pretty well, and blossoming with
a broad and regular spike, for some time. This is the third afternoon that we have had a rumbling
thunder-cloud arise in the east, — not to mention the west, — but all signs have failed hitherto, and
I resolve to proceed on my voyage, knowing that I have a tight [roof] in my boat turned up. The froth
on the alders, andromeda, etc., — not to speak of the aphides, — dirties and apparently spots my
clothes, so that it is a serious objection to walking amid these bushes these days. I am covered with
this spittle-like froth. At the Assabet Spring I must have been near a black and white creeper’s
[Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia (Black-and-white Creeper)] nest. It kept up a
constant chipping. Saw there also, probably, a chestnut-sided warbler [Chestnut-sided
Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica]. A yellow crown, chestnut stripe on sides, white beneath, and
two yellowish bars on wings. A red oak there has many large twigs drooping withered, apparently
weakened by some insect. May it not be the locust of yesterday? Black willow is now gone to seed,
and its down covers the water, white amid the weeds. The swamp-pink apparently two or even three
days in one place. Saw a wood tortoise, about two inches and a half, with a black sternum and the
skin, which becomes orange, now ochreous merely, or brown. The little painted tortoise of the
morning was red beneath. Both these young tortoises have a distinct dorsal ridge. The garlic not in
flower yet. I observed no Nuphar lutea var. Kalmiana on the Assabet.
90. These were stinkpots and only a few feet from water’s edge.
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7 P.M. — To Cliff by railroad.
Cranberry. Prinos lævigatus, apparently two days. Methinks the birds sing a little feebler nowadays.
The note of the bobolink [Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus] begins to sound somewhat rare. The
sun has set, or is at least concealed in a low mist. As I go up Fair Haven Hill, I feel the leaves in the
sprout-land oak, hickory, etc., cold and wet to my hand with the heavy dew that is falling. They look
dry, but when I rub them with my hand, they show moist or wet at once. Probably I thus spread
minute drops of dew or mist on their surface. It cannot be the warmth of my hand, for when I breathe
on them it has no effect. I see one or two early blueberries prematurely turning. The Amelanchier
Botryapium berries are already reddened two thirds over, and are somewhat palatable and soft, —
some of them, — not fairly ripe.
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June 28, Wednesday, 1854: The 1st interment in San Francisco’s Laurel Hill Cemetery.
Generals D. Dulce and Leopoldo O’Donnell launched a right-wing revolt against the Spanish crown and its
liberal ministry.
In America’s fleet in the far eastern waters, the Mississippi and Powhatan got under way, towing the
Southampton. The Macedonian and Supply were still awaiting favorable winds.
The following item has been extracted from page 3, column 4 of the Worcester Palladium of this date by
Bradley P. Dean, to add to our understanding of the context for Henry Thoreau’s delivery of a portion of
“SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS” on a mourning-crepe-draped platform of the 4th of July commemoration at
the Harmony Grove in Framingham, Massachusetts:

Meeting for True Freedom ON THE FOURTH OF JULY.
THE Managers of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society
invite, without distinction of party or sect, and
without reference to varieties of opinion, ALL who mean
to be known as on LIBERTY’S side, in the great struggle
which is now upon us, to meet in full and earnest
convention, at THE GROVE IN FRAMINGHAM, on the approaching
FOURTH OF JULY, there to pass the day in no idle and
deceptive glorying in our country’s liberties, but in
deep humiliation for her Disgrace and Shame, and in
resolute purpose —God being our leader— to rescue old
Massachusetts at least from being bound forever to the
car of Slavery.
SPECIAL TRAINS will run on that day, to the Grove, from
Boston, Worcester, and Milford — leaving each place at
9.25 A.M. Returning — leave the Grove about 5 1-2 P.M.
FARE, by all these Trains, to the Grove and back, FIFTY
CENTS.
The beauty of the Grove, and the completeness and
excellence of its accommodations, are well known.
Eminent Speakers, from different quarters of the
State, will be present.
RESISTING THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

In the morning Thoreau went by boat to the Island. On this day Senator Charles Sumner was speechifying,
quite falsely, that “In all her annals, no person was ever born a slave on the soil of Massachusetts.”91 In fact,
it had been in the Bay Colony, in 1639, that there had occurred one of the earliest –if not the very earliest–
project on this continent for the breeding of slaves. As the honest historian George H. Moore would point out
in 1866, although there were no longer any slaves in Massachusetts, slavery was still theoretically possible as
a point of Massachusetts law as of the very day of the passage of the XIIIth Amendment to the US Constitution
91. How could someone get elected who was this ignorant, or this obtuse? According to Bliss Perry, it had been Friend John
Greenleaf Whittier the behind-the-scenes political manipulator who had “sent Sumner to the US Senate.” According to Claude M.
Fuess, it was this Quaker single-issue-advocate politician’s “avowed aim to extort from the Massachusetts Congressmen every
concession to anti-slavery principles which could be secured by any kind of strategy short of criminal methods.”
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in 1865.

June 28. A.M. — To Island.
Tall anemone. Pontederia to-morrow.
A thunder-shower in the afternoon.

June 29, Thursday, 1854: The American fleet in far eastern waters lay off the island of Oshima, Japan.
The US federal congress ratified the Gadsden Purchase, adding to the United States of America parts of
present-day New Mexico and Arizona. In connection with this purchase a Delegate Elect, Sylvester Mowry,
had written a Memoir of the Proposed Territory of Arizona:

READ THE FULL TEXT
President Franklin Pierce, a proslavery white man, appointed Andrew Horatio Reeder, a Democrat and
therefore another proslavery white man, to the office of the governor of the Kansas Territory. Let’s make sure
what goes down in this venue, shall we?
THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to the limekiln.
The Surveyor General’s Office completed its survey of the southern portion of the De Haro Rancho near San
Francisco.
William George Scandlin had been born in 1828 near Portsmouth in England as the youngest of 15 children,
and from an early age had followed the sea. After 14 years he had fled the British navy, arriving in Boston
during May 1850 and there falling under the influence of the Methodist Reverend Edward Thompson Taylor
— Father Taylor of the Bethel Church. Sponsored by the Seamen’s Mission, he attended Unitarian Theological
School in Meadville, Pennsylvania, graduating on this day and returning to Boston to preach for Father Taylor
during summer vacation. However, his Meadville studies would have so undermined the Methodist theology
that he would become a minister-at-large for the Unitarian Benevolent Fraternity of Churches of Boston (he
would be ordained under Unitarian auspices in the Hollis Street Church).

June 29. Another clear morning after last evening’s rain.
P.M. — To lime-kiln.
Spurry, a good while. Cichorium at Simon Brown’s, three or four days (early); also catnep, about
two days. Canada thistle yesterday. Earliest cultivated cherries, a week ago. Hazelnut burs now make
a show. Veronica serpyllifolia still. The cherry-bird[Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum
(Cherry-bird)]’s note is like the fine peep of young partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus
(Partridge)] or woodcocks [Woodcock, American Scolopax minor].
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June 30, Friday, 1854: Spanish government troops engaged conservative rebels at Vicálvaro without
strategic result.
The Emperor Napoléon III decreed that henceforward the Paris Opéra would be controlled by the Minister of
State.
The Americans on their fleet in far eastern waters encountered and boarded the English ship Great Britain, out
of Shanghai headed toward London. Her captain explained he thought the American ships were Russians, and
had therefore attempted to evade, since England and France had entered hostilities with Russia. The
Mississippi arrived within sight of the port of Naha, Lew Chew, and anchored there the morning of July 1st.
At this point in volume one of his journal, William Speiden, Jr. inserted “Lines found in a Japanese Tea box”
as translated by the Reverend S. Wells Williams.
Alfred Hawkins died in Québec (the body would be placed at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity).
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to Walden Pond and Hubbard’s Close.

June 30. P.M. — Walden and Hubbard’s Close.
Jersey tea. Young oak shoots have grown from one and a half to three or four feet, but now in some
cases appear to be checked and a large bud to have formed. Poke, a day or two. Small crypta Elatine,
apparently some days at least, at Callitriche Pool. Rubus triflorus berries, some time, — the earliest
fruit of a rubus. The berries are very scarce, light (wine?) red, semitransparent, showing the seed, —
a few (six to ten) large shining grains and rather acid. Lobelia spicata, to-morrow.

Read

Henry Thoreau’s Journal for July 1854 (æt. 36-37)

July 1, Saturday, 1854: The Mississippi and Powhatan anchored at port at Naha, Lew Chew.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to the Cliffs.

July 1. Saturday. P.M. — To Cliffs.
From the hill I perceive that the air is beautifully clear after the rain of yesterday, and not hot; finegrained. The landscape is fine as behind a glass, the horizon-edge distinct. The distant vales toward
the northwest mountains lie up open and clear and elysian like so many Tempes. The shadows of
trees are dark and distinct. On the, river I see the two broad borders of pads reflecting the light, the
dividing line between them and the water, their irregular edge, perfectly distinct. The clouds are
separate glowing masses or blocks floating in the sky, not threatening rain. I see from this hill their
great shadows pass slowly here and there over the top of the green forest. Later a breeze rises and
there is a sparkle on the river somewhat as in fall and spring. The wood thrush and tanager sing at 4
P.M. at Cliffs. The anychia in steep path beyond springs, almost. Some boys brought me to-night a
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singular kind of spawn found attached to a pole floating in Fair Haven Pond. Some of it six feet

below the surface, some at top, the uppermost as big as a water-pail; a very firm and clear jelly, the
surface covered with small rayed or star-shaped spawn (?) A great quantity of it.

July 2, Sunday, 1854: The Reverend Mr. G.H. Morton (Moreton), an English missionary at Lew Chew,
delivered the sermon for Divine Service aboard the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi. William
Speiden, Jr. concluded the 1st volume of his journal by writing: “This day I close this book, I know that there
are a great many mistakes in it, such as misspelt words, words left out & tautology. I have endeavored to please
myself. I do not know how it will please others, hope, well.” He followed the entry with a roster of officers of
the Mississippi, penned in the last pages of the journal.
At 4 AM Henry Thoreau went to Hill. In the afternoon he and Ellery Channing went to Flint’s Pond and
Smith’s Hill.
“Downriver,” “To Great Meadow,” and “To Hill” signified a
northward trip down the Concord River below the triple point of
the confluence. After passing through a straight reach aligned
by the local bedrock strike, arched by two bridges, and flanked
by gravel bars of historic sediment that were repeatedly
dredged, he entered the north side of Great Meadow. Bounded by
the site of the Old North Bridge to the southwest and Ball’s
Hill to the northeast, it was two miles long and half a mile
across. When in flood, the meadow was his favorite inland sea
to sail upon because the wind was least impeded and the waves
were highest.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11

The Reverend Theodore Parker’s sermon this morning at Boston Music Hall in beautiful downtown Boston
would be taken down “phonographically” (which is to say, stenographically) by Rufus Leighton and printed
by James Manning Winchell Yerington as A SERMON OF THE DANGERS WHICH THREATEN THE RIGHTS OF
MAN IN AMERICA; PREACHED AT THE MUSIC HALL, ON SUNDAY, JULY 2, 1854, BY THEODORE PARKER,
MINISTER OF THE XXVIII. CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY. {PHONOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED BY MESSRS.
YERINGTON AND LEIGHTON.]
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July 2. Sunday. 4A.M. — To Hill.
Hear the chip-bird and robin very lively at dawn.
From the Hill, the sun rising, I see a fine river fog wreathing the trees — elms and maples — by the
shore. I mark the outlines of the elms and Salix Purshiana, now so still and distinct, looking east. It
is clear summer now. The cocks crow hoarsely, ushering in the long-drawn thirsty summer day. A
day for cows. The morning the spring of the day. A few bullfrogs trump.
P.M. — To Flint’s Pond and Smith’s Hill with C.
Thimble-berries. Parsnip at Tuttle’s. Tobacco-pipe well up. Spatulate or long-leaved sundew, some
days. Hypericum Canadense, some days. Pyrola elliptica, apparently some days, or directly after
rotundifolia, on east side of Smith’s Hill. Asclepias phytolaccoides, a new plant, apparently two or
three days on Smith’s Hill. A blue high blueberry ripe. An abundance of red lilies in the upland dry
meadow, near Smith’s Spring trough; low, — from one to two feet high, — upright-flowered, more
or less dark shade of red, freckled and sometimes wrinkle-edged petals; must have been some days.
This has come with the intense summer heats, a torrid July heat like a red sunset threatening torrid
heat. (Do we not always have a dry time just before the huckleberries turn?) I think this meadow was
burnt over about a year ago.
Did that make the red lily grow? The spring now seems far behind, yet I do not remember the
interval. I feel as if some broad invisible lethean gulf lay behind, between this and spring. Geum
strictum, a new plant, apparently a week or ten days; some of the heads already five eighths of an
inch in diameter; roadside at Gourgas sprout-land; aspect of a buttercup and Potentilla Norvegica
with burs. [Also near (north of) Assabet Bathing-Place, out of bloom, July 8.] I see some Lysimachia
stricta (?), with ends of petals coppery-reddish.
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July 3, Monday, 1854: On this day, with the US steam frigate Mississippi in port at Naha, Lew Chew, William
Speiden, Jr. began a 2d volume of his Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry expedition journal, beginning the
new volume with the case of William Board, the American who was alleged to have committed a home
invasion while intoxicated on shore, during which he was alleged to have raped an Okinawan woman. This
man’s body had been discovered on June 12th and it appeared he had been chased down by villagers, stoned,
and drowned (if course, nobody was willing to turn the perpetrators over to the “justice” of the western fleet).
Leos Janácek was born in Hukvaldy, northern Moravia, the 10th of 14 children born to Jirí Janácek, a teacher
and musician, and Amálie Grulichová, daughter of a weaver (5 of the 14 would not survive into adulthood).
This child was christened Leo Eugen.
The 1st herd of Texas longhorns reached New-York.
Streetcars were put into service in Brooklyn.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went by boat to Hubbard’s Bridge.
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In Boston, the sheets of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS were passing through the printing press!
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The firm of Baker & Andrew, Engravers of Boston had rendered Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau’s drawing of the
shanty on the pond as an engraving for the title page.
WILLIAM JAY BAKER
JOHN ANDREW
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

Judge Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar, considering the death of one of the members of the Marshall’s posse, a
deputized truckman named James Batchelder, during the attempt to rescue Anthony Burns from the
slavecatchers, issued the following pronouncement:
A man whose private conscience leads him to disobey a law
recognized by the community [the federal Fugitive Slave Law]
must take the consequences of that disobedience. It is a matter
solely between him and his Maker. He should take good care that
he is not mistaken, that his private opinion does not result
from passion or prejudice, but, if he believes it to be his duty
to disobey, he must be prepared to abide by the result; and the
laws as they are enacted and settled by the constituted
authorities to be constitutional and valid, must be enforced,
although it may be to his grevious harm.
RESISTING THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

July 3. Monday. I hear the purple finch [Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus
(American linnet)] these days about the houses, — à twitter witter weeter wee, à witter witter wee.
P.M. — To Hubbard Bridge by boat.
On the great hummock dropped on Dennis’s meadow last winter, I see now flourishing, of small
plants, water milkweed, Lysimachia stricta, hedgehog (?) grass, horse-mint, arrowhead, onoclea,
Viola lanceolata, gratiola, and the small-flowered hypericum, as well as meadow-grass.
The river and shores, with their pads and weeds, are now in their midsummer and hot-weather
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condition, now when the pontederias have just begun to bloom. The seething river is confined within
two burnished borders of pads, gleaming in the sun for a mile, and a sharp snap is heard from them
from time to time. Next stands the upright phalanx of dark-green pontederias. When I have left the
boat a short time the seats become intolerably hot. What a luxury to bathe now! It is gloriously hot,
— the first of this weather. I cannot get wet enough. I must let the water soak into me. When you
come out, it is rapidly dried on you or absorbed into your body, and you want to go in again. I begin
to inhabit the planet, and see how I may be naturalized at last. The clams are so thick on the bottom
at Hubbard’s Bathing-Place that, standing up to my neck in water, I brought my feet together and
lifted up between them, so as to take off in my hand without dipping my head, three clams the first
time, though many more dropped off. When you consider the difficulty of carrying two melons under
one arm and that this was in the water, you may infer the number of the clams. A cone-flower
(newplant), — Rudbeckia hirta (except that I call its disk not dull brown but dull or dark purple or
maroon; however, Wood calls it dark purple), — in Arethusa Meadow. Saw one plucked June 25;
blossomed probably about that time. Many yesterday in meadows beyond almshouse. Probably
introduced lately from West. Pycnanthemum muticum at Hypericum corymbosum Ditch.
Proserpinaca at Skull-cap Pool, apparently five or six days. Touch-me-not, good while, — ten days
at least; some seeds now spring. As I return down the river, the sun westering, I admire the silvery
light on the tops and extremities of the now densely leaved golden willows and swamp white oaks
and maples from the under sides of the leaves. The leaves have so multiplied that you cannot see
through the trees; these are solid depths of shade, on the surface of which the light is variously
reflected. Saw a fresh cherry-stone (must be cultivated cherry; wild not ripe) in the spring under
Clamshell Hill, nearly half a mile from a cherry tree. Must have been dropped by a bird. Mulberries
some time.
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Our national birthday, Tuesday the 4th of July, 1854: This was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 50th birthday.

Rowland Hussey Macy (1822-1919) had gotten started in retail in 1851 with a dry goods store in downtown
Haverhill. Macy’s policy from the very first was “His goods are bought for cash, and will be sold for the same,
at a small advance.” On this date Macy’s 1st parade marched down the main drag of the little New England
village. It was too hot and only about a hundred people viewed his celebration. In 1858 Macy would sell this
store and, with the financial backing of Caleb Dustin Hunking of Haverhill, relocate the retail business to
easier pickings in New-York. (So, have you heard of the New York Macy’s department store? –Have you
shopped there?)
When the mayor of Wilmington, Delaware jailed City Council member Joshua S. Valentine for setting off
firecrackers, he was mobbed by a group of indignant citizens.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
America’s Independence Day was celebrated with a reading of the Declaration of Independence by officers
and crew aboard the USS Mississippi in far-eastern waters, plus the singing of “The Star Spangled Banner,”
plus a recitation “America, My Native Home,” while “Hail Columbia” and “Yankee Doodle” were rendered
by the vessel’s band of musicians.
Henry Thoreau went at “8 A.M. – To Framingham.”
At this abolitionist picnic celebrating our nation’s birthday and the Declaration of Independence and the
successful completion of the 1st Great American Disunion, attended by some 600, a man the Standard
described as “a sort of literary recluse,” name of Henry David Thoreau, declared for dissolution of the federal
union.

ROSS/ADAMS
COMMENTARY
Thoreau was a secessionist — he considered that New Englanders should secede from the federal union of the
United States of America, as the necessary step in disentangling themselves from the US national sin of race
slavery.
THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
Sojourner Truth was another of the speakers, although we do not know whether she spoke before of after
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Thoreau (the newspaper reporter who was present failed entirely to notice that Sojourner took part), nor
whether he sat on the platform beside her. Stephen Symonds Foster and Abby Kelley Foster were present

(Abby probably brought her daughter Alla to the pic nic, for it was always a family affair, with swings for the
children, boating on a nearby pond, and a convenient refreshment stand since the day would be quite hot,
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and confined her remarks to an appeal for funds), and Lucy Stone, as were Wendell Phillips, Charles Lenox
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Remond, and William Lloyd Garrison.92

When the meeting in the shady amphitheater was called to order at 10:45AM by Charles Jackson Francis, the
first order of business had to be election of officials for the day. Garrison became the event’s president and
Francis Jackson of Boston, William Whiting of Concord, Effingham L. Capron of Worcester, Dora M. Taft of
Framingham, Charles Lenox Remond of Salem, John Pierpont of Medford, Charles F. Hovey of Gloucester,
Jonathan Buffum of Lynn, Asa Cutler of Connecticut, and Andrew T. Foss of New Hampshire its vice
presidents. The Reverend Samuel J. May, Jr., of Leicester, William H. Fish of Milford, and R.F. Wallcut of
Boston became its secretaries. Abby Kelley Foster, Ebenezer D. Draper, Lewis Ford, Mrs. Olds of Ohio, Lucy
Stone, and Nathaniel B. Spooner would constitute its Finance Committee. Garrison then read from Scripture,
the assembly sang an Anti-Slavery hymn, and Dr. Henry O. Stone issued the Welcome.
A.D. FOSS

92. There was an active agent of the Underground railroad on that platform, we may note, and it was not the gregarious Truth but
the “sort of literary recluse” Thoreau. That is, please allow me to state the following in regard to the existence of eyewitness
testimony, that the Thoreau home in Concord was in the period prior to the Civil War a waystation on the Underground Railway:
we might reappraise Thoreau’s relationship with Sojourner Truth, of whom it has been asserted by Ebony Magazine that she was a
“Leader of the Underground Railroad Movement” (February 1987), by asking whether there is any comparable eyewitness
testimony, that Truth ever was involved in that risky and illegal activity? Her biographer refers to her as a “loose cannon,” not the
sort of close-mouthed person who could be relied upon as a participant in a quite secret and quite illegal and quite dangerous
endeavor, and considers also that no such evidence has ever been produced. The Thoreaus, in contrast, not only were never regarded
as loose in this manner, but were, we know, regarded as utterly reliable — and in the case of the Thoreau family home the evidence
for total involvement exists and is quite conclusive.
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I will quote a couple of paragraphs about the course of the meeting from the Foster biography,
AHEAD OF HER TIME:
Heading the finance committee, Abby made her usual appeal for funds, Stephen called on
the friends of liberty to resist the Fugitive Slave Law, “each one with such weapons as he
thought right and proper,” and Wendell Phillips, Sojourner Truth, and Lucy Stone held the
audience in thrall with their “soul-eloquence.” After an hour’s break for refreshments
Henry Thoreau castigated Massachusetts for being in the service of the Slaveholders and
demanded that the state leave the Union. “I have lived for the last month –and I think that
every man in Massachusetts capable of the sentiment of patriotism must have had a
similar experience– with the sense of having suffered a vast and indefinite loss. I did not
know what ailed me. At last it occurred to me that what I had lost was a country.”

Thoreau’s speech is still reprinted, but William Lloyd
Garrison provided the most dramatic moment of that
balmy July day. Placing a lighted candle on the
lectern, he picked up a copy of the Fugitive Slave Law
and touched it to the flame. As it burned, he intoned
a familiar phrase: “And let all the people say Amen.”
As the shouts of “Amen” echoed, he burned the U.S.
commissioner’s decision in the Burns case. Then he held
a copy of the United States Constitution to the candle,
proclaiming, “So perish all compromises with tyranny.”
As it burned to ashes, he repeated, “And let all the
people say Amen.” While the audience responded with a
tremendous shout of “Amen,” he stood before them with
arms extended, as if in blessing. No one who was
present ever forgot the scene; it was the high point
of unity among the Garrisonian abolitionists.

This biography of Abby Kelley, with its suggestion that Thoreau’s speech, which it condenses to three
sentences, must have been significant because it is “still reprinted,” overlooks the fact that Thoreau had not
been granted an opportunity to read his entire lecture. A contemporary comment on the speech was more
accurate:
Henry Thoreau, of Concord, read portions of a racy and
ably written address, the whole of which will be
published in The Liberator.
That is, Thoreau delivered a 4th-of-July oration at Framingham, Massachusetts on “SLAVERY IN
MASSACHUSETTS”, criticizing the governor and the chief justice of Massachusetts who were in the audience.
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–But, he was not allowed the opportunity to read his entire essay.
The whole military force of the State is at the service
of a Mr. Suttle, a slaveholder from Virginia, to enable
him to catch a man whom he calls his property; but not
a soldier is offered to save a citizen of Massachusetts
from being kidnapped! Is this what all these soldiers,
all this training has been for these seventy-nine years
past? Have they been trained merely to rob Mexico, and
carry back fugitive slaves to their masters? These very
nights, I heard the sound of a drum in our streets.
There were men training still; and for what? I could
with an effort pardon the cockerels of Concord for
crowing still, for they, perchance, had not been beaten
that morning; but I could not excuse this rub-a-dub of
the “trainers.” The slave was carried back by exactly
such as these, i.e., by the soldier, of whom the best
you can say in this connection is that he is a fool
made conspicuous by a painted coat.
Note that on paper, at least, if not verbally as well, he made a reference to martyrdom by hanging: “I would
side with the light, and let the dark earth roll from under me, calling my mother and my brother to follow.” In
other words, lets us New Englanders secede from the federal union of the United States of America, as the
necessary step in our clearing ourselves of this US national sin of race slavery.
Here is another account of the actual speech, as opposed to what was printed later, from one who was there in
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the audience standing before that platform draped in mourning black:
He began with the simple words, “You have my sympathy;
it is all I have to give you, but you may find it
important to you.” It was impossible to associate
egotism with Thoreau; we all felt that the time and
trouble he had taken at that crisis to proclaim his
sympathy with the “Disunionists” was indeed important.
He was there a representative of Concord, of science
and letters, which could not quietly pursue their tasks
while slavery was trampling down the rights of mankind.
Alluding
to
the
Boston
commissioner
who
had
surrendered Anthony Burns, Edward G. Loring, Thoreau
said, “The fugitive’s case was already decided by God,
–not Edward G. God, but simple God.” This was said with
such serene unconsciousness of anything shocking in it
that we were but mildly startled.
— AUTOBIOGRAPHY, MEMORIES, AND
EXPERIENCES OF MONCURE DANIEL
CONWAY (Boston MA: Houghton,
Mifflin & Co.), Volume I,
pages 184-5.
[Moncure Daniel Conway]
DISUNION

ANTHONY BURNS
EDWARD GREELEY LORING
At the end of the morning meeting Thoreau was on the platform while Garrison, the featured speaker, burned
the federal Constitution on a pewter plate as a “covenant with death” because it countenanced the return of
runaway slaves to their owners — Margaret Fuller’s grandfather Timothy Fuller Sr., who had refused to
consent to that document when it was originally promulgated because of its ridiculous mincing about slavery,
would have been proud of him! Thoreau’s inflammatory oratory was less inflammatory than addresses made
on that occasion by Garrison, Wendell Phillips, and Charles Lenox Remond, for their speeches drew
comments but Thoreau’s did not.
TIMELINE OF ESSAYS
On our nation’s birthday the platform had been draped in black crepe as a symbol of mourning, as at a state
funeral, and carried the insignia of the State of Virginia, which stood as the destination of Anthony Burns, and
this insignia of the State of Virginia was decorated with — with, in magnificent irony, ribbons of triumph!
Above the platform flew the flags of Kansas and Nebraska, emblematic of the detested new Kansas/Nebraska
Act. As the background of all this, the flag of the United States of America was hung, but it was upside down,
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the symbol of distress, and it also was bordered in black, the symbol of death.
I think no great public calamity, not the death of
Daniel Webster, not the death of Charles Sumner, not
the loss of great battles during the War, brought such
a sense of gloom over the whole State as the surrender
of Anthony Burns.
RESISTING THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

Garrison placed a lighted candle on the lectern, and touched a corner of the Fugitive Slave Law to the flame.
As it burned, he orated “And let all the people say Amen” and the crowd shouted “Amen!” Then he touched
a corner of the US commissioner’s decision in the Burns case to the candle flame. Then he touched a corner
of a copy of the federal Constitution to the candle flame, and orated “So perish all compromises with tyranny.”
As the paper was reduced to ashes, he orated “And let all the people say Amen” and stood with his arms
extended as if in blessing.

William Lloyd Garrison (in 1865)
Moncure Daniel Conway’s comment, later, about the moment when Garrison set the match to the constitution,
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and the few scattered boos and hisses were drowned out by the thunderous “Amen” of the crowd, was:
That day I distinctly recognized that the antislavery
cause was a religion.
In the afternoon Moncure Daniel Conway spoke, as a Virginian aristocrat, a child of position and privilege.
Look at me! It was his 1st antislavery attempt at identity politics grandstanding. Leaning on the concept, he
insisted that the force of public opinion in his home state was so insane and so hotheaded that every white man
with a conscience, “or even the first throbbings of a conscience,” was a slave to this general proslavery public
posture. He offered that to resist this Southern certitude, each Northerner would need to “abolish slavery in his
heart.”93

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

VOLUME II

(So, you see, the white man has been self-enslaved: the problem is not so much that slavery harms the black
man as that slavery harms the white man, shudder.)
Then Wendell Phillips spoke.

93. We may note how different this was from the Reverend Theodore Parker’s “kill the Negro in us.”
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We know that Sojourner Truth spoke from that mourning-draped platform after a white man from Virginia had
described his being thrown in jail there on account of his antislavery convictions, because in her speech she
commented on this: how helpful it was for white people to obtain some experience of oppression. She warned
that “God would yet execute his judgments upon the white people for their oppression and cruelty.” She asked
why it was that white people hated black people so. She said that the white people owed the colored race a debt
so huge that they would never be able to pay it back — but would have to repent so as to have this debt forgiven
them. Nell Painter has characterized this message as “severe and anguished,” and has commented that despite
the cheers and applause, “Her audiences preferred not to grapple with all she had to say.” Her humor must have
been such, Painter infers, as to allow her white listeners to exempt themselves from this very general
denunciation:
They did not hear wrath against whites, but against the
advocates of slavery. It is understandable, no doubt,
that Truth’s audiences, who wanted so much to love this
old black woman who had been a slave, found it
difficult to fathom the depths of her bitterness.
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Carleton Mabee’s BLACK FREEDOM
Americans at large often held the abolitionists responsible for the war. They argued that the abolitionists’ long agitation,
strident as it often was, had antagonized the South into secession, thus beginning the war, and that the abolitionists’ insistence
that the war should not end until all slavery had been abolished kept the war going. In 1863 the widely read New York Herald
made the charge devastatingly personal. It specified that by being responsible for the war, each abolitionist had in effect already
killed one man and permanently disabled four others. … While William Lloyd Garrison preferred voluntary emancipation, during
the war he came to look with tolerance on the abolition of slavery by military necessity, saying that from seeming evil good may
come. Similarly, the Garrisonian-Quaker editor, Oliver Johnson, while also preferring voluntary emancipation, pointed out that
no reform ever triumphed except through mixed motives. But the Garrisonian lecturer Pillsbury was contemptuous of such
attitudes. Freeing the slaves by military necessity would be of no benefit to the slave, he said in 1862, and the next year when the
Emancipation Proclamation was already being put into effect, he said that freeing the slaves by military necessity could not create
permanent peace. Parker Pillsbury won considerable support for his view from abolitionist meetings and from abolitionist leaders
as well. Veteran Liberator writer Edwin Percy Whipple insisted that “true welfare” could come to the American people “only
through a willing promotion of justice and freedom.” Henry C. Wright repeatedly said that only ideas, not bullets, could
permanently settle the question of slavery. The recent Garrisonian convert, the young orator Ezra Heywood, pointed out that a
government that could abolish slavery as a military necessity had no antislavery principles and could therefore re-establish
slavery if circumstances required it. The Virginia aristocrat-turned-abolitionist, Moncure Daniel Conway, had misgivings that if
emancipation did not come before it became a fierce necessity, it would not reflect true benevolence and hence could not produce
true peace. The Philadelphia wool merchant, Quaker Alfred H. Love, asked, “Can so sublime a virtue as … freedom … be the
offspring of so corrupt a parentage as war?” The long-time abolitionist Abby Kelley Foster –the speak-inner and Underground
Railroader– predicted flatly, if the slave is freed only out of consideration for the safety of the Union, “the hate of the colored
race will still continue, and the poison of that wickedness will destroy us as a nation.” Amid the searing impact of the war –the
burning fields, the mangled bodies, the blood-splattered hills and fields– a few abolitionists had not forgotten their fundamental
belief that to achieve humanitarian reform, particularly if it was to be thorough and permanent reform, the methods used to
achieve it must be consistent with the nature of the reform. … What abolitionists often chose to brush aside was that after the war
most blacks would still be living in the South, among the same Confederates whom they were now trying to kill.

July 4. A sultry night the last; bear no covering; all windows open.
8 A.M. — To Framingham.
Great orange-yellow lily, some clays, wild yellow, lily, drooping, well out. Asclepias obtusifolia,
also day or two. Some chestnut trees show at distance as if blossoming. Buckwheat, how long?
I probably saw Asclepias purpurascens (??) over the walls. A very hot day.
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CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

July 5, Wednesday, 1854: George Scott and LeRoy Arnold, a 3d assistant engineer, were brought before Court
Martial on board the USS Powhatan (Arnold would in 1856 resign his naval commission).
The following item has been extracted from page 2, column 2 of the Boston Commonwealth of this date by
Bradley P. Dean, to add to our understanding of the context for Henry Thoreau’s delivery “SLAVERY IN
MASSACHUSETTS” during the previous day, on the mourning-crepe-draped platform of the 4th of July
commemoration at the Harmony Grove in Framingham:

ANTI-SLAVERY CELEBRATION AT FRAMINGHAM
A meeting of Anti-Slavery people, called under the
auspices of the Mass. Anti-Slavery Society, was held
at Framingham yesterday. A beautiful grove near the
lake, furnished a fine place for the meeting.
Many people entertained themselves by taking a sail
upon the lake. About two thousand persons were present,
extra trains being there from Boston and Worcester.
Mr. [William Lloyd] Garrison presided, and speeches
were made by him, Wendell Phillips, C. L. Remond,
Lucy Stone, John Pierpont, S.S. Foster, John C. Cluer,
and others. At the close of Mr. Garrison’s speech he
burned the Fugitive Slave Act, Commissioner Loring’s
decision and the Constitution of the United States.
The burning of the Slave Act and Loring’s decision was
received with decided approbation; but the burning of
the Constitution was witnessed with disgust and
indignation by a large number of those who were
assembled, some of whom vented their feelings by hisses
and ou[t]cries.
RESISTING THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

JOHN PIERPONT
THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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It is no more than fair to state that Mr. Garrison said
that he did not do this as the act of the meeting,
but as his own individual expression of opinion[.]
But this furnishes no excuse for the proceeding. By the
printed notice of the meeting, all “friends of
Impartial
Freedom
and
Universal
Emancipation,”
“all who reject with indignation the wild and guilty
fantasy that man can hold property in man,” were
invited to be present at Framingham. Under this
invitation, anti-slavery men, who hold that the
Constitution of the United States furnishes no aid
whatever to slavery and that under it, the most radical
anti-slavery action is legal and proper, had a right
to be present, without having their feelings and
principles insulted by such a performance. We speak now
only of the act of discourtesy: whether it was worth
while to perform an act, at this time, which could
gratify only a few men, and must inevitably tend to
increase the odium under which all true anti-slavery
men have to labor, is another question which we do not
now discuss. We take the occasion, speaking as we have
no doubt we do, in behalf of a very large majority of
the “friends of impartial freedom and universal
emancipation,” in this community, to repudiate this
act of Mr. Garrison’s, and say that they have no
sympathy with it or approved of it.
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON
WENDELL PHILLIPS
CHARLES LENOX REMOND
LUCY STONE
JOHN PIERPONT
STEPHEN S. FOSTER
EDWARD GREELEY LORING
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At this last moment Henry Thoreau would be adding admonitions to avoid despair and desperate haste to
Chapter 1 of his WALDEN manuscript. To me, it seems likely that he did this because of Mr. Garrison’s illadvised act of desperation on that black-mourning-bunting-draped platform.

July 5. Another very hot night, and scarcely any dew this morning. Lysimachia lanceolata,
var. hybrida, a day or two, at Merrick’s Bathing-Place. Bass at Island.
.
P.M. — To White Pond.
One hundred and nine swallows
on telegraph-wire at bridge within eight rods, and others flying
about. Stachys aspera, Clamshell Ditch. The blue-curls and fragrant everlasting, with their
refreshing aroma, show themselves now pushing up in dry fields, bracing to the thought. Horse-mint
under Clamshell, apparently yesterday. On Lupine Knoll, picked up a dark-colored spear-head three
and a half inches long, lying on the bare sand; so hot that I could not long hold it tight in my hand.
Now the earth begins to be parched, the corn curls, and the four-leaved loose-strife, etc., etc.,wilt and
wither. Sericocarpus. Small circæa at Corner Spring, some days. Rosa Carolina, apparently a day or
two, Corner causeway; dull leaves with fine serrations, twenty-five to thirty, plus, on a side, and
narrow closed stipules. Asclepias incarnata var. pulchra.
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In the inserted paragraph he contrasted Christianity’s preoccupation with past and future to the neglect of the
present. Paganism would have had it right had paganism recognized that
The morning wind forever blows, the poem of creation is uninterrupted; but few are the ears that hear
it. Olympus is but the outside of this earth every where.
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July 6, Thursday, 1854: The “Republican Party” was founded at a convention in Jackson, Michigan
(continuous with but substantially different from today’s “Republican Party” in the same manner in which the
prehistoric moeritherium is continuous with but substantially different from today’s African and Indian
elephants :-). This launching was ratified by a group of former Whigs, Democrats, and Free-Soilers opposed
to the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

In the Manzanares Proclamation (an obvious appeal for leftist support) General O’Donnell pledged that once
he gained control of the Spanish government he would restore the militia.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, dissatisfied that Okinawans had neglected to voluntarily turn over to
Western justice the killer of William Board, an American accused of a drunken home invasion and rape, took
possession of the Ameku Dera, which his US Squadron had been using as a hospital. He desired the islanders
“to make stronger efforts to find out the murderer of the man, Board.”
Lloyd Tabb Hubard was born to Mary Troutman Hubard and William James Hubard.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked to Beck Stow’s Swamp.

July 6. P.M. — To Beck Stow’s.
Euphorbia maculata, good while. Polygonum aviculare, a day or two. Now a great show of elder
blossoms. Polygala sanguinea, apparently a, day or more. Galium asprellum in shade; probably
earlier in sun. Partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] a third grown.
Veery still sings and toad rings.
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On the hot sand of the new road at Beck Stove's, headed toward the water a rod or more off, what is
probably Cistudo Blandingii; had some green conferva (?) on its shell and body. Length of upper
shell, 6½ inches; breadth behind, 45/8; tail beyond shell, 2¼. Did not see it shut its box; kept running
out its long neck four inches or more; could bend it directly back to the posterior margin of the
second [?] dorsal plate. Ran out its head further and oftener than usual. The spots pale-yellow or buff.
Upper half of head and neck blackish, the former quite smooth for 15/8 inches and finely sprinkled
with yellowish spots, the latter warty. The snout lighter, with five perpendicular black marks. Eyes
large (?), irides dull green-golden. Under jaw and throat clear chrome-yellow. Under parts of neck
and roots of fore legs duller yellow: inner parts behind duller yellow still. Fore legs with block
scales, more or less yellow spotted above; at root and beneath pale-yellow and yellowish. Hind legs
uniformly black above and but little lighter beneath. Tail black all round. No red or orange about the
animal. No hook or notch to jaw.
Plantain, some days, and gnaphalium, apparently two or three days.

July 7, Friday, 1854: As tension over the William Board affair escalated on the island of Okinawa, the
American fleet prepared to land marines with a howitzer, to take further possessions in Lew Chew. This was
prevented, however, by the Lew Chewan regent and his entourage coming aboard the Western flagship,
bringing with them the local person who they said had killed Board. Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry
decreed that the man should suffer the same punishment as if he had murdered a fellow island native in
response to those aggravated circumstances (home invasion, rape). Informed that what the native authorities
would normally do would be to banish such an offender to an uninhabited island for the remainder of his life,
the Commodore allowed the man to be removed from the ship and taken back to the island to be disposed of
by the native authorities as they saw fit.
Henry Thoreau visited the lycopodium.

July 7. P.M. — To lycopodium.
Verbena urticaria. Spiranthes, three or four days back, flat east of Clamshell Shore. Large form of
arrowhead, two or more days. Woodcock [American Woodcock Scolopax minor] at the spring
under Clamshell. Campanula aparinoides, apparently three or four days. The clover heads are
turned brown and dry, and whiteweed is also drying up. I think that that is the water dock just
opening in J.P. Brown’s meadow. Disturbed two broods of partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa
umbellus (Partridge)] this afternoon, — one a third grown, flying half a dozen rods over the bushes,
yet the old, as anxious as ever, rushing to me with the courage of a hen. Columbines still.
Lygodium palmatum hardly yet in flower, I should say; for the most very green and tender atop and
not much flatted out. Saw a pretty large hawk
with narrow, and long wings, black-tipped beneath,
and white rump, light beneath, circling over the Ministerial Swamp with a loud, shuffling, jay-like
and somewhat flicker-like sound.
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July 11, Tuesday, 1854: In the afternoon Henry Thoreau took his boat to Fair Haven.
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

Ellen Channing recorded that subsequent to her separation from Ellery Channing due to her fear of him in his
mental condition (“Oh Wentworth I am really afraid of him”) and her resettlement with their children in
Dorchester, Massachusetts, the forlorn husband had been writing letters replete with affectionate regard:
He really persuades himself that he has been
a fond & devoted father.

SPLITSVILLE
1851

Edwin Forrest

Catherine Sinclair

1852

Ellery Channing

Ellen Kilshaw Fuller Channing

1853

Lola Montez

Patrick Purdy Hull

Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry brought a present of agricultural implements ashore on Lew
Chew (Ryukyu) and met with local authorities. A compact between the United States and the local
government was negotiated to help govern future encounters and avoid the kind of difficulties
already experienced. It stipulated that help be provided for arriving American ships in navigating
the coastal waters and seeking anchorage, and courtesy and protection should be extended to
Americans shipwrecked in the vicinity. It also stipulated a burial yard for the bodies of citizens of
the United States of America. Although Americans would be free to come ashore at Naha without
being monitored or spied upon, if they “violently go into houses, or trifle with women, or force
people to sell them things, or do other such illegal acts; they shall be arrested by the local officers,
but not maltreated, and shall be reported to the Captain of the ship to which they belong, for
punishment by him.” This Treaty of Naha was signed in English and Chinese at the town hall of
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Naha by the Commodore as commander-in-chief of the U.S. Naval Forces in East India, China, and
Japan Seas, by Sho Fu Fing, Superintendent of Affairs in Lew Chew, and by Ba Rio-si, Treasurer of
Lew Chew at Shui, on behalf of the government of Lew Shew under the reign of Hien Fung (salient
in the background of such a document was, of course, its implicit recognition that the islands were not
dependencies either of Japan or of China.)
An armed nativist mob attacked the Irish district of Lawrence, Massachusetts.
William T. Sherman completed the construction of a bank building for Lucas, Turner & Company at 800
Montgomery Street in San Francisco.

July 11. Tuesday. P.M. — By boat to Fair Haven.
White gum, probably about the 5th (not the 3d).
Pontederia now makes a handsome show.The female red-wings and their young now fly in small
chattering flocks over the river. The smallest-flowered hypericum, several days; have I mentioned
it? Purple utricularia well out since the 5th; say 7th. The black high blueberries are a trifle earlier,
small and acid. The Rosa lucida still common. Utricularia cornuta at Fair Haven, apparently two
days. The water-target is common off this shore. Hypericum corymbosum in front of Lee’s Cliff, a
day or two. The drought is very obvious on these rocks now, which are so verdurous in spring.
The ivy (Toxicodendron), Arenaria serpyllifolia, etc., are quite sere and brown. Pennyroyal, thimbleberries, and ferns also are withering. Some huckleberries quite as if dried on a pan. Ampelopsis out
three or four days on the rock. Parietaria, apparently two or three days against rock.Handsome now
from these rocks the bay (on the south side of Fair Haven at the inlet of river), with its spit of shining
pads. Lobelia inflata, a day or more. Veronica serpyllifolia about done. There is much large bur-reed

leaves afloat and lodged in the middle of the river at Clamshell Bend. Did the wind tear it up? I heard
Conant’s cradle cronching the rye behind the fringe of bushes in the Indian field. Reaping begun.
Sun set when I was off Nut Meadow. A straight edge of massy cloud had advanced from the southsoutheast and now stretched overhead from west-southwest to east-northeast, and after sunset
reflected a soft fawn-colored (?) light on the landscape, lighting up with harmonious light the dry
parched and shorn hillsides, the soft, mellow, fawn-colored light seeming to come from the earth
itself.
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July 12, Wednesday, 1854: George Eastman was born in Waterville, New York.
Commander Henry A. Adams, who had been dispatched during April to convey the Kanagawa treaty to the
United States, arrived in Washington DC.
Frederick Douglass was rising to prominence in a world that was excited and anxious about new inventions
such as railroad trains and telegraph wires, but was fully aware that the ends to which science could be used
were forever bound up with the moral choices of its practitioners. “It is the province of prejudice to blind; and
scientific writers, not less than others, write to please, as well as to instruct, and even unconsciously to
themselves, (sometimes,) sacrifice what is true to what is popular,” he said during a speech to the Philozetian
Society of Western Reserve College in Hudson, Ohio, “The Claims of the Negro, Ethnologically Considered:
an address before the literary societies of Western Reserve College, at commencement, by Frederick Douglass,
July 12, 1854,” “Fashion is not confined to dress; but extends to philosophy as well — and it is fashionable
now, in our land, to exaggerate the differences between the Negro and the European.” In that lecture he
attacked one of the most prominent scientific fields of the era, ethnology, sometimes then deemed the “science
of race.” The ethnologists of that day were forever scientifically discovering stuff that they were proclaiming
to be scientifically true, that today we would merely laugh at as pseudoscientific prejudicial nonsense. The
most accomplished professors engaged in this and the general public of course ate it up — except in the case
of persons such as Douglass who were privileged to see right through it.
In the afternoon our birthday boy went to Dodge’s Brook.

July 12. P.M. — To Dodge’s Brook.
The early cotton-grass is now about gone from Hubbard’s Close. With this month began the reign of
river-weeds obstructing the stream. Potamogetons — & heart-leaves, etc., now for a long time
covered with countless mosquito cases (?). They catch my oars and retard the boat. A rail will be
detained a month by them in mid-stream, and tortoises (Sternothærus or Emys picta), four or five or
more in a row, lie along it. Many young learn (r) swallows (they have a darker crescent on the breast
and long tail-feathers not grown) sit in flocks on the bared dead willows over the water and let me
float within four or five feet. Birds do not distinguish a man sitting in a boat. I see a green bittern
wading in a shallow muddy place, with an awkward teetering, fluttering pace. Button-bush XXX.
Observed a pickerel in the Assabet, about a foot long, headed upstream, quasi-transparent (such its
color), with darker and lighter parts contrasted, very still while I float quite near. There is a constant
motion of the pectoral fins and also a waving motion of the ventrals, apparently to resist the stream,
and a slight waving of the. anal, apparently to preserve its direction. It darted off at last by a strong
sculling motion of its tail. See white maple leaves floating bottom up, covered with feathery aphides.
A lilium Canadense (at Dodge Brook corner by road), approaching Superbum, four and a half feet
high, with a whorl of four flowers, and two more above, somewhat pyramidal, and petals recurved.
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July 14, Friday, 1854: The Sultan of Muscat ceded the Kuria Muria Islands to Great Britain.
In the Rkuku Islands, local government officials were welcomed aboard Commodore Matthew Calbraith
Perry’s flagship to be entertained for the evening by that vessel’s minstrel group (unfortunately, we have no
record of the manner in which they received such a blackface pantomime).
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went over Nawshawtuct or Lee’s Hill (Gleason F6) to James P. Brown’s PondHole or Cold Pool (Gleason H4).

July 14. Friday. Awake to day of gentle rain, very much needed; none to speak of for nearly
a month, methinks. The cooler and stiller day has a valuable effect on my spirits.
P. M. — Over the Hill to Brown’s watering-place.
It holds up from time [to time], and then a fine, misty rain falls. It lies on the fine reddish tops of
some grasses, thick and whitish like morning cobwebs. The stillness is very soothing. This is a
summer rain.
The earth is being bedewed. There is no storm or violence to it. Health is a sound relation to nature.
Anychia plenty by the watering-place (with the amphicarp[ae]a), but calyx apparently not expanded.
Am-phicarp[ae]a, not yet. Penthorum, three or four days.
Xyris, apparently three or four days in meadow close by. Hardhack, two or three days. A hedyotis
still.
Elodea to-morrow. The red capsules of the Hypericum ellipticum, here and there. This one of the fallward phenomena in still rainy days.

[Transcript]

July 17, Monday, 1854: In San Francisco, the Calvary Presbyterian Church was organized.
As Madrid rose in revolt, Queen Isabella dismissed the liberal prime minister Luis José Sartorius Tapia, conde
de San Luis and appointed the Fernando Fernández de Córdoba y Valcárcel (before this point the districts of
Barcelona, Valencia, St. Sebastian, and Valladolid had already declared against the government).
The USS Mississippi departed Lew Chew (Ryuku) waters in company of the USS Powhatan. The Reverend
Doctor Bernard J. Bettelheim, who was departing his missionary post at Naha, was aboard the USS Powhatan
traveling toward Hong Kong.
At 11 AM Henry Thoreau went up the Sudbury River to Fair Haven Bay (Gleason J7).

July 17. Monday. Last night and this morning another thick dogdayish fog. I find my
chamber full this morning. It lasts till 9 n. n.
11 A.M. — By river to Fair Haven.
I go to observe the lilies. I see a rail lodged in the weeds with seven tortoises on it, another with ten,
another with eleven, all in a row sunning now at mid-day, hot as it is. They are mostly the painted
tortoise.
Apparently no weather is too hot for them thus to bask in the sun. The pontederia is in its prime, alive
with butterflies, yellow and others. I see its tall blue spikes reflected beneath the edge of the pads on
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each side, pointing down to a heaven beneath as well as above. Earth appears but a thin crust or
pellicle.
The river was at its lowest thus far probably on the 31th. The rains succeeding the drought have now
raised it a little, and this forenoon, though a little air is stirring, the water is smooth and full of
reflections here and there, as if there had been oil in those rains, which smoothed it. In that hottest
and driest weather about the 4th, there was yet considerable air stirring.
Methinks that about this time the waters begin to be more glassy, dark and smooth. The cuckoo cows
at midday.
At Purple Utricularia Shore, there are, within a circle of four or five rods’ diameter, ninety-two lilies
fairly open and about half a dozen which appear to have already partly closed. I have seen them far
more numerous. I watch them for an hour and a half.
At 11.45 ....92 fairly open
At 12
...88
At 12.15 ...75
At 12.30 ...46
At 12.45 ...26
At 1
...4 which are more or less stale
By about 1.30 they are all shut up, and no petal is to be seen up and down the river unless a lily is
broken off. You may therefore say that they shut up between 11.30 and 1.30, though almost all
between 12 and 1.
I think that I could tell when it was 12 o’clock within half an hour by the lilies. One is about an hour
about it. The petals gradually draw together, and the sepals raise themselves out of the water and
follow. They do not shut up so tight but that a very little white appears at the apex. Sometimes a sepal
is held back by a pad or other weed, leaving one side bare. Many fall over on their sides more or less,
but none withdraw under water as some have said. The lilies reach from the water’s edge, where they
are raised two or three inches above the surface, out five or six rods to where the water is four feet
deep, and there succeed the small yellow lily.
Meanwhile large yellowish devil’s-needles, coupled, are flying about and repeatedly dipping their
tails in the water. Why are not all the white lily pads red beneath? On the muddy bottom, under the
pads and between their stems, are countless red bugs crawling about. The birds are quite lively at
this hour of noon,—therobin, red-eye, wood pewee, martins, and kingbirds, etc. The cuckoo [Blackbilled Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus] is a very neat, slender, and graceful bird. It belongs
to the nobility of birds. It is elegant.
Here and there a phalanx of bluish-green large bulrushes rises near the shore, and all along a troop
of pontederias, fronted and often surrounded by a testudo of pads. I feel an intense heat reflected
from the surface of the pads. The rippled parts of the stream contrast with the dark smooth portions.
They are separated as by an invisible barrier, yet, when I paddle into the smoothness, I feel the breeze
the same. I see where a Juncus militaris has grown up through a white lily pad and stands two feet
above it. Its hard, sharp point pierced it, instead of lifting it off the water. It reminds me of the
Saladin’s cutting a silk handkerchief in the air with his cimetar. This continual snapping of the pads
which I hear appears to be made underneath and may be produced by minnows darting at the insects
which feed on them.
At Cardinal Shore, Lobelia cardinalis a day or more.
Pycnanthenauna incanum, apparently several days. It also is hoary at top. Staghorn sumach in fruit.
The fall of hellebore and cabbage has begun. The former lies along, yellow and black and decaying.
The stinging spotted flies are very troublesome now. They settle in the hollows of the face, and pester
us like imps.
The clams lie on their edges or ends like buds or bulbs crowded together. Desmodium acuminatuna
at Conant Orchard Grove, perhaps two or three days. One four feet high, its leaves making a flat
cricket, a foot from the ground.
Agrimony here almost done. Diplopappus cornifolius, a day or more. I was surprised by the loud
humming of bees, etc., etc., in the bass tree; thought it was a wind rising at first. Methinks none of

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
our trees attract so many.
I am surprised to see crossing my course in middle of Fair Haven Pond great yellowish devil’sneedles, flying from shore to shore, from Island to Baker’s Farm and back, about a foot above the
water, some against a head wind; also yellow butterflies; suggesting that these insects see the distant
shore and resolve to visit it. In fact, they move much faster than I can toward it, yet as if they were
conscious that they were on a journey, flying for the most part straight forward.
It shows more enterprise and a wider range than I had suspected. It looks very bold. If devil’s-needles
cross Fair Haven, then man may cross the Atlantic.
Seeing him, I am reminded of Horace’s lines about the breast of triple brass. Pasture thistle on Lee’s
Cliff, three or four days. Woodbine on rocks begun to redden there. I start two green bitterns in
different places amid the weeds by the shore. In Conant’s meadow just behind Wheeler’s, the smaller
fringed orchis not quite reached by the mowers. It may have been out four or five days. It is a darker
purple for being so exposed. None yet opening in the shade. Aralia racemosa at Spring a short time.
The sarothra tomorrow.
The late rose not fairly begun along the river, now when lucida is leaving off.

July 21, Friday, 1854: Coming to anchor in the Lymoon Passage near Hong Kong, ships of the fleet of
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry experienced a sea “as smooth as a mill pond.”
A prepublication notice for WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS was on the first page of the Boston Transcript:
“Ticknor and Fields have allowed us to read the proof sheets of one of the most remarkable books for
originality of thought and beauty of style yet written in our day. Walden, or Life in the Woods, by Henry D.
Thoreau, will attract as much attention and be as widely read as if it were a new book by Hawthorne or
Emerson.”
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
Henry Thoreau’s “SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS” appeared in Garrison’s The Liberator (Volume 24, Number
29).
TIMELINE OF ESSAYS

ROSS/ADAMS
COMMENTARY
It was so hot in Concord that it was almost impossible to work outdoors, and there were few people to be seen.
That night was the hottest yet that year. It was beginning to be too hot for Henry to disappear upstairs into his
attic room as he would have liked, and so for a number of evenings he would be forced to endure the
boardinghouse society.
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August Bondi became a naturalized American citizen. For one year he would be in the clothing business at St.
Louis, Missouri.

In the service journal of Charles Usherwood, serving in the British army in Crimea, there is indication of an
outbreak of cholera: “Coming home from bathing in the evening I passed a number of Turkish labourers who
it appears were on their way from work. After they had passed me which was from the direction of the marshy
part of the valley and reached away at only a few yards distance, an old man with grey beard and hair suddenly
became ill, who falling upon the ground rolled about in extreme agony of pain and vomiting very much. I stood
by and watched his companions who did all in their power to relieve him but not being able to speak the
language and having never seen such an occurrence before I wondered to myself of what could it be, as in a
very short time only a few minutes the Turk died.”

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JULY 21ST]

July 22, Saturday, 1854: Early in the morning the boiler in the Bridgefield Mill of Sparth, Rochdale,
Lancashire, England, owned by Mr George Williamson and used as a weaving shed, exploded killing 10 lives
and severely injuring 15. Debris was scattered a quarter of a mile in every direction. Two children and a man
were rescued out of the local river, where they “had been lifted a distance of twenty-six yards” still wrapped
in the ruins of their bed.
In the service journal of Charles Usherwood, serving in the British army in Crimea, there is indication of an
outbreak of cholera: “Early this morning I got up, went down to the river to bathe and on my way passed the
corpse of the old man who died yesterday evening and who was now lying upon the top of an Araba, or native
conveyance. On reaching camp from bathing loaded as I was with milk and eggs, I learned that the cholera had
suddenly attacked the Division, several men being in hospital at the time with scarcely any hopes of recovery.
In 8 days from today 92 men of the Division died of this scourge.”
Upon its arrival at Victoria Island, the American Consul and Governor of Hong Kong visited the USS
Mississippi.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went to Assabet Bath (Gleason 4/E5).

July 22. The hottest night, — the last.
It was almost impossible to pursue any work out-of-doors yesterday. There were but few men to be
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seen out. You were prompted often, if working in the sun, to step into the shade to avoid a sunstroke.
At length a shower passing in the west slightly cooled the air.
The domestic animals suffer much. Saw a dog which had crawled into a corner and was apparently
dying of heat. Fogs almost every morning now. First noticed the dry scent of corn-fields a week ago.
Now clouds have begun to hang about all day, which do not promise rain, as it were the morning
fogs elevated but little above the earth and floating through the air all day
P.M. — To Assabet Bath.
Centaurea, one or two flowerets XXXX—. There is a cool wind from east, which makes it cool
walking that way while it is melting hot walking westward. Spear-leaved thistle, apparently several
days, some being withered.
The larger pinweed, apparently a few days, probably same date with the minor, its lower leaves dullred, those of Lechea minor equally red or brighter. Some Amelanchier obovala leaves a light dirty
scarlet. Zizania, a day, with a handsome light-green panicle a foot or more long, a long slender stem,
and corn-like leaves frequently more than an inch wide. Diervilla leaves dull red and green.

The large primrose lower leaves a clear dark red. The Epilobium coloratura lower leaves very dark
red. Gerardia flava — ap[parently] 2 or 3 days, Lupine Hillside up RR, near fence. Also Solidago
odora, a day or a XXX there, & what I will call S. puberula — to-morrow.
S. altissima on RR, a day or a XXX. When the flower buds of the Boehmeria, just ready to open, are
touched with a pin, the stamens spring out remarkably, scattering their pollen.
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July 25, Tuesday, 1854: The USS Mississippi left Victoria Island in the strait of Hong Kong, coming to anchor
in Blenheim Reach of the river: “While below at Hong Kong we heard that the Rebels were expected to attack
Canton, and we have come up for the purpose of sending assistance to the American residents of that place.”
That evening they dispatched Lieutenant John Mellen Brady Clitz and members of the crew upriver toward
Canton with a howitzer.
Henry Thoreau walked on the Fitchburg Railroad tracks to Bare or Pine Hill in Lincoln (Gleason J9).
A pre-publication announcement of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS titled “The Hounds in Walden Woods”
appeared on the 1st page of the Boston Commonwealth, in columns 6 and 7.
Messrs. Ticknor & Fields will publish in a few days a
new volume by Henry D. Thoreau, author of “A Week on
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers.” It will be entitled,
“Walden, or Life in the Woods.” Mr. Thoreau once built
him a house, at a cost of something less than thirty
dollars, near Walden Pond, in Concord, and lived there
many months upon what he could raise, beans or
muskrats, in the neighborhood. In this book he gives
an account of his life during the summer in the woods.
The following is an extract in advance of publication:

[Reprints “Winter Animals,” pages 276.31-280.9.]
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

July 25. A decided rain-storm to-day and yesterday — Such as we have not had certainly
since May.
Are we likely ever to have 2 days’ rain in June & the 1st half of July? There is considerable wind too
P.M. — To Bare Hill, Lincoln, via railroad.
High blackberries, a day or two XXX. The middle umbellet of the bristly aralia in some places, also
a day or more. Solidago bicolor, to-morrow. XXX
I still see the cracks in the ground in old pastures, made last winter. The turtle dove [Mourning
Dove Zenaida macroura (Turtle Dove)] dashes away with a slight note from midst of open
pastures. — Diplopappus umbellatus just beyond Baker Swamp, on right hand of road, probably
about ten days; say July 15. 1 see some oak sprouts from the stump, six feet high. Some are now just
started again after a pause, with small red leaves as in the spring. Clematis, apparently a day or two.
Hedyotis longifolia on Bare Hill still. Decodon, not yet, but will apparently open in two or three
days.
The rain has saved the berries. They are plump & large. The long chestnut flowers have fallen and
strew the road. Arabis Canadensis, sickle-pod, still in flower and with pods not quite two inches
long. Pennyroyal, a day or 2. Hear a woodthrush [Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus].
Desmodium nudiflorum, a week at least. Have I not noticed it before? I now start some packs’ of
partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)], old & young — going off together —
without mewing.
Saw in woods a toad, dead-leaf color with black spots.
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July 26, Wednesday, 1854: Druids’ Hall, owned by the Ancient Order of Druids, was being rented over a
period of 18 months during the Crimean War to a Mr. Harris. The event of this night was a “bal masqué.”
Joseph Brundell, a city policeman on duty near the establishment, noticed men attending in female attire and
reported this to his sergeant, only to be instructed to interfere only if there was “disgusting conduct” in the
public street. On the following day Inspector Teague would report: “From information I received relative to
the frequent congregation of certain persons for immoral practices at the Druids’-hall, I proceeded thither in
company with Sergeant Goodeve about 2 o’clock this morning. I saw a great many persons dancing there, and
among the number were the prisoners, who rendered themselves very conspicuous by their disgusting and
filthy conduct. I suspected that the prisoners and several others who were present in female attire were of the
male sex, and I left the room for the purpose of obtaining further assistance, so as to secure the whole of the
parties, but when we got outside Campbell came out after us, and, taking us by the arms, was about to speak,
when I exclaimed, “That is a man,” upon which he turned round and ran back immediately to the Druids’-hall.
I returned and took Campbell into custody and observing Challis, whom I have frequently seen there before,
behaving with two men as if he were a common prostitute, I took charge of him also.” John Challis, 60,
wearing “the pastoral garb of a shepherdess of the golden age,” and George Campbell, 35, a lawyer,
“completely equipped in female attire of the present day,” were arrested on the charge of disguising themselves
as women with the purpose of exciting others to commit an unnatural offence. Madeleine Vincent testified that
she had attended to the refreshment department in the ballroom and saw the prisoners there, but found nothing
disgusting in their conduct.
The steam tender USS Queen arrived in the morning from Hong Kong, Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry
went aboard, and 30 marines with officers, and the vessel headed up the Canton River with 2 howitzers.
Meanwhile, the USS Vincennes and surveying steamer USS John Hancock headed downriver toward Macao.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked out the Old Carlisle Road to the limekiln (Gleason 79/C6).

July 26. Wednesday. Polygonum hydropiperoides first obvious. Mikania, a day or two. Lilies
open about 6 A.M. Methinks I have heard toads within a week.
A white mildew on ground in woods this morning.

P.M. — To lime-kiln via rudbeckia.
Ate an early apple from one of my own trees. Amaranthus, apparently three or four days. The under
sides of its lower leaves are of a rich pale lake-color.
This appears to have nothing to do with their maturity, since very young and fresh ones are so. I see
these in Hosmer’s onion garden, where he is weeding, and am most attracted by the weeds.
One reason why the lately shorn fields shine so and reflect so much light is that a lighter-colored and
tender grass, which has been shaded by the crop taken off, is now exposed, and also a light and fresh
grass is springing up there. Yet I think it is not wholly on this account, but in a great measure owing
to a clearer air after rains which have succeeded to misty weather.
I am going over the hill through Ed. Hosmer’s orchard, when I observe this light reflected from the
shorn fields, contrasting affectingly with the dark smooth Assabet, reflecting the now dark shadows
of the woods. The fields reflect light quite to the edge of the stream.
The peculiarity of the stream is in a certain languid or stagnant smoothness of the water, and of the
bordering woods in a dog-day density of shade reflected darkly in the water. Alternate cornel berries,
a day or two.
To-day I see in various parts of the town the yellow butterflies in fleets in the road, on bare damp
sand (not dung), twenty or more collected within a diameter of five or six inches in many places.
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They are a greenish golden, sitting still near together, and apparently headed one way if the wind
blows. At first, perhaps, you do not notice them, but, as you pass along, you disturb there, and the
air is suddenly all alive with them fluttering over the road, and, when you are past, they soon settle
down in a new place. How pretty these little greenish-golden spangles! Some are a very pale
greenish yellow. The farmer is not aware how much beauty flutters about his wagon. I do not know
what attracts them thus to sit near together, like a fleet in a haven; why they collect in groups. I see
many small red ones elsewhere on the sericocarpus, etc., etc.
Rudbeckia, apparently three or four days at least; only the middle flower yet for most part. Musty
cotton grass how long. Green grapes have for some days been ready to stew. Diplopappus
linariifolius. Aster dumosus. Almost every bush now offers a wholesome and palatable diet to the
wayfarer,-large and dense clusters of Va.ccinium vacillans, largest in most moist ground, sprinkled
with the red ones not ripe; great high blueberries, some nearly as big as cranberries, of an agreeable
acid; huckleberries of various kinds, some shining black, some dull-black, some blue; and low
blackberries of two or more varieties. The broods of birds just matured find thus plenty to eat.
Gymnadeina [sic], maybe five or six days in swamp southeast of lime-kiln; one without any spurs.
It is a windy day and hence worse [?] in respect to birds, like yesterday, yet almost constantly I hear
borne on the wind from far, mingling with the sound of the wind, the z-ing of the locust, scarcely
like a distinct sound. Vernonia, begun in centre a day.

July 27, Thursday, 1854: The USS Fenimore Cooper arrived and came to anchor in the harbor near the sidewheel steam frigate USS Mississippi.
A pre-publication announcement of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS titled “Walden Ice” appeared on the 1st
page of the Boston Commonwealth, in column 7.

Reprints “The Pond in Winter,” pages 296.31-298.23,
followed by the words:
H.D. Thoreau’s forthcoming book.

TIMELINE OF WALDEN

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JULY 27TH]
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July 28, Friday, 1854: Charles Henry Branscomb, a lawyer from Holyoke, Massachusetts serving as a general
agent for the Emigrant Aid Society in the Kansas Territory, traveled up the Kansas River as far as Fort Riley
with a pioneer party of 30 persons to select a location for an antislavery town. He and Dr. Charles Robinson
of Fitchburg would agree on the site of Lawrence.
THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
William B. Sheppard, who had hoped to get married with his boss Henry C. Day’s daughter, had, when his
employer had refused to consent, stabbed him to death. On this day Sheriff William Gorham officiated over
the hanging of the murderer on “Government Reserve property” near the Presidio in San Francisco, before a
crowd of 10,000 citizens. The body of the executed man would hang for an hour before Sheriff Gorham would
permit it to be cut down.

FINAL EXECUTIONS
August 30, 1850

John White Webster

last Harvard College professor to be hanged by the
neck in Boston

July 28, 1854

William B. Sheppard

last public open-air hanging in San Francisco, at
the Presidio before a crowd of not less than 10,000

July 25, 1857

John Lewis

hanged outside the municipal prison of Cardiff
before a crowd of 12,000, the final public hanging
in Wales

Also, in San Francisco on this day, California Freemasons adopted a constitution and installed officers.
The USS Mississippi, with the Fenimore Cooper in tow, stood down the Canton River. The Fenimore Cooper
would be delivered to the Macao Roads, while the Mississippi would pass through Cum Sing Moon passage
and come to anchor off Victoria Island, Hong Kong.
A pre-publication announcement of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS titled “Life in the Woods. Former
Inhabitants” appeared on the 4th page of the Boston Daily Evening Traveller, in columns 1 and 2.
EXTRACT FROM MR. THOREAU’s “WALDEN.” (In press, by
Ticknor & Fields.)

[Reprints “Former Inhabitants; and Winter Visitors,”
pages 256.1-264.3.]
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

July 28. Friday. Clethra. Methinks the season culminated about the middle of this month, —
that the year was of indefinite promise before, but that, after the first intense heats, we postponed the
fulfillment of many of our hopes for this year, and, having as it were attained the ridge of the summer,
commenced to descend the long slope toward winter, the afternoon and down-hill of the year. Last
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evening it was much cooler, and I heard a decided fall sound of crickets.
Partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] begin to go off in packs.
Lark [Horned lark Eremophila alpestris] still sings, and robin .
Small sparrows [Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina (chip-bird or hair-bird)?] still heard.
Kingbird [Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus] lively.
Veery [Veery Catharus fuscescens] and wood thrush (?) not very lately, nor oven bird
[Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus].
Red-eye [Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus] and chewink [Ground-bird,94 Ground-robin, Chewink
(Rufous-sided Towhee
Pipilo erythrophthalmus)] common.
Night-warbler [Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas?] [^see forward] and evergreenforest [Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens or Setophaga virens Evergreen-forest
bird] note not lately.
Cherry-bird [Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum] common.
Turtle dove [Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura (Turtle Dove)] seen.

94. Thoreau occasionally used this term for such ground-feeding birds as Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Melospiza melodia, and Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus.

Passerculus sandwichensis,
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July 29, Saturday, 1854: When the Plymouth got underway out of Hong Kong harbor, bound homeward to the
United States of America, it brought presents of birds and Japanese “Chin” (spaniel) dogs from the Emperor
of Japan. It also carried some stones from Shimoda in Japan, and Naha in Lew Chew (Ryukus), as specimens
intended for display at the Washington Monument.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went a-berrying to Brooks Clark’s (Gleason D6) on the Old Carlisle Road.
The Bunker-Hill Aurora and Boston Mirror, on its 1st page in columns 5 and 6, under the heading “Hounds in
Walden Woods,” provided its readers with an 1,100-word excerpt from the “Winter Animals” chapter of
WALDEN (this had been presumably supplied by William W. Wheildon).
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS, presumably by Horace Greeley, titled “A Massachusetts
Hermit,” on the 3d page of the New-York Daily Tribune, columns 2-6:
Ticknor & Fields have in press a work by HENRY D.
THOREAU entitled “Life in the Woods,” describing the
experience of the author during a solitary residence
of two years in a hut on the shore of Walden Pond in
Concord, Massachusetts. The volume promises to be one
of curious interest, and by the courtesy of the
publishers we are permitted to take some extracts in
advance of the regular issue.
THE HERMIT BUILDS HIS HUT.

[Reprints “Economy,” pages 40.30-45.28.]
THE HERMIT PLANTS BEANS.

[Reprints “Economy,” pages 54.16-56.13.]
THE HERMIT COMMENCES HOUSEKEEPING.

[Reprints “Economy,” pages 65.14-67.24.]
THE HERMIT’s FIRST SUMMER.

[Reprints “Sounds,” pages 111.18-114.21.]
THE HERMIT FINDS A FRIEND.

[Reprints “Visitors,” pages 144.13-150.27.]
THE HERMIT HAS VISITORS, MANY OF THEM BORES.

[Reprints “Visitors,” pages 150.28-154.17.]
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

July 29. P.M. — Berrying to Brooks Clark’s.
Rich-weed, how long? Amaranthus hypochondriacus, apparently some days, with its interesting
spotted 1eaf, lake beneath, and purple spike; amid the potatoes.
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July 31, Monday, 1854: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry visited the English frigate Spartan and then the
USS Mississippi got underway through the Green Island passage for Macao Roads off Hong Kong, where the
USS Vincennes was waiting at anchor.
US Army Captain Ulysses S. Grant resigned his commission at Fort Humboldt, California because his
commanding officer considered his weakness for liquor to be sufficient cause for court martial or resignation.
His letter of resignation was handled routinely. He would travel to San Francisco’s What Cheer House, on his
way via Nicaragua and New-York to St. Louis to reunite with his family (he would live in poverty with his
family for 7 years, at times selling firewood on the street).

July 31. Blue-curls. Wood thrush [Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus] still sings.
Desmodiun rotundifolium. Lespedeza hirta, say 26th, at Heywood Peak.

[Transcript]

August 2, Wednesday, 1854: William Speiden, Jr. visited onshore at Macao, stopping at the Union Hotel with
his father, the purser William Speiden, Sr. When young William was tasked with returning the band members,
half of whom were “beastly drunk,” to the ship by a small boat, he, faced with high winds and seasick
passengers, decided to abandon the effort and return to shore, foisting responsibility for these drunken-lout
bandsmen onto Captain Sydney Smith Lee.
Henry Thoreau surveyed in the east part of Lincoln.
View Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
On this day our author received a specimen copy of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS.95
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

Thoreau’s holograph title page draft for WALDEN, as preserved in the photograph on page 140 of Van Doren’s

95. On this day, also, a copy was purchased for $1.00 by F.W. Kellog. This Member of Congress representing a district in Michigan
may have purchased a copy of a new book of such a title merely due to a known genealogical connection with a Kellogg family of
the 16th Century in the town of Saffron Walden in England.
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1970 ANNOTATED WALDEN, contains an epigraph from Mosleh Od-Din Sa’di’s GULESTAN that differs
considerably from what is found in the Francis Gladwin translation: “The clouds, wind, moon, sun and sky act
in cooperation that thou mayest get thy daily bread, and not eat it with indifference; all revolve for thy sake,
and are obedient to command; it must be an equitable condition, that thou shalt be obedient also.” Whereas the
Gladwin translation has it on page 94 as “Clouds and wind, the moon, the sun, and the sky are all busied, that
thou, O man, mayest obtain thy bread, and eat it not in neglect. For thy sake, all these revolve and are obedient:
it is not therefore consistent with the rules of justice that thou only shouldest not obey.” This is also something
of a mystery for another reason, for either the epigraph had been omitted by the point at which the manuscript
reached the typesetter, or the typesetter for some reason left it out and then Henry neglected to register a
correction in his personal print copy:
ﺍﺑﺮ ﻭ ﺑﺎﺩ ﻭ ﻣﻪ ﻭ ﺧﻮﺭﺷﻴﺪ ﻭ ﻓﻠﮏ ﺩﺭ ﮐﺎﺭﻧﺪ
ﺗﺎ ﺗﻮ ﻧﺎﻧﯽ ﺑﻪ ﮐﻒ ﺁﺭی ﻭ ﺑﻪ ﻏﻔﻠﺖ ﻧﺨﻮﺭی
ﻫﻤﻪ ﺍﺯ ﺑﻬﺮ ﺗﻮ ﺳﺮﮔﺸﺘﻪ ﻭ ﻓﺮﻣﺎﻧﺒﺮﺩﺍﺭ
ﺷﺮﻁ ﺍﻧﺼﺎﻑ ﻧﺒﺎﺷﺪ ﮐﻪ ﺗﻮ ﻓﺮﻣﺎﻥ ﻧﺒﺮی
This is of considerable significance, and Professor Robert M. Thorson has pointed out on page 54 of THE
BOATMAN the significance of what was here somehow being erased:
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Those words from the
Christian Lord’s Prayer would have been heard night after night
in candlelit colonial homes. Bread made of cereal grains, mainly
corn and rye, was the final link in a food chain that is eight
links long, beginning with the river. The river gave them muck.
The muck gave them hay. The hay gave them cattle fodder. The
cattle gave them manure. The manure was used as fertilizer. With
fertilizer, the otherwise lean upland soils produced the grain
on which their subsistence depended. And finally, that grain
gave them their daily bread.
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At 5 PM Thoreau walked to Conantum (“J6” on the Gleason map of the Concord vicinity) along Hubbard’s
Path. Here is a painting “Thoreau’s Path” by Cindy Kassab:

The full text of Thoreau’s “SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS” having been published in The Liberator, at this
point Horace Greeley used that as the basis for a republication in the New-York Daily Tribune, without
paragraphing and with an editorial entitled “A Higher- Law Speech”:
The lower-law journals so often make ado about the speeches in
Congress of those whom they designate champions of the Higher
Law, that we shall enlighten and edify them, undoubtedly, by the
report we publish this morning of a genuine Higher Law Speech —
that of Henry D. Thoreau at the late celebration of our National
Anniversary in Framingham, Mass., when Wm. Lloyd Garrison burned
a copy of the Federal Constitution. No one can read this speech
without realizing that the claims of Messrs. [Charles Sumner,
William Henry Seward and Salmon Portland Chase] to be recognized
as Higher-Law champions are of a very questionable validity. Mr.
Thoreau is the Simon-Pure article, and his remarks have a racy
piquancy and telling point which none but a man thoroughly in
earnest and regardless of self in his fidelity to a deep
conviction ever fully attains. The humor here so signally
evinced is born of pathos — it is the lightning which reveals
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to hearers and readers the speaker’s profound abhorrence of the
sacrifice or subordination of one human being to the pleasure
or convenience of another. A great many will read this speech
with unction who will pretend to blame us for printing it; but
our back is broad and can bear censure. Let each and all be
fairly heard.
TIMELINE OF ESSAYS
Aug. 2. Wednesday. Surveying in Lincoln.

Solidago lanceolata, two or three days. Decodon. Polygonum arifolium in swamp. Chenopodium
hybridum probably now open. Surveyed east part of Lincoln.
5 P.M. — To Conantum on foot.
My attic chamber has compelled me to sit below with the family at evening for a month. I feel the
necessity of deepening the stream of my life; I must cultivate privacy. It is very dissipating to be with
people too much. As C. [Ellery Channing] says, it takes the edge off a man’s thoughts to have been
much in society. I cannot spare my moonlight and my mountains for the best of man I am likely to
get in exchange.
I am inclined now for a pensive evening walls. Methinks we think of spring mornings and autumn
evenings. I go via Hubbard Path. Chelone, say two days, at Conant’s meadow beyond Wheeler’s.
July has been to me a trivial month. It began hot and continued drying, then rained some toward the
middle, bringing anticipations of the fall, and then was hot again about the 20th. It has been a month
of haying, heat, low water, and weeds. Birds have grown up and flown more or less in small flocks,
though I notice a new sparrow’s nest and eggs and perhaps a catbird’s eggs lately. The woodland
quire has steadily diminished in volume.
At the bass I now find that that memorable hum has ceased and the green berries are formed. Now
blueberries, huckleberries, and low blackberries are in their prime. The fever-bush berries will not
be ripe for two or three weeks. At Bittern Cliff the Gerardia quercifolia (?), apparently four or five
days at least. How interesting the small alternate cornel trees, with often a flat top, a peculiar ribbed
and green leaf, and pretty red stems supporting its harmless blue berries inclined to drop off ! The
sweet viburnum, not yet turning. I see apparently a thistle-down over the river at Bittern Cliff; it is
borne toward me, but when it reaches the rock sonic influence raises it high above the rock out of
my reach. What a fall-like look the decayed and yellow leaves of the large Solomon’s-seal have in
the thickets now! These, with skunk cabbage and hellebore, suggest that the early ripeness of leaves,
etc., has somewhat normal in it, — that there is a fall already begun. Eupatorium sessilifolium, one
or two stamens apparently for two days; its smooth leaf distinguishes it by the touch from the
sunflower.
I sat on the Bittern Cliff as the still eve drew on There was a man on Fair Haven furling his sail and
bathing from his boat. A boat on a river whose waters are smoothed, and a man disporting in it! How
it harmonizes with the stillness and placidity of the evening! Who knows but he is a poet in his yet
obscure but golden youth? Few else go alone into retired scenes without gun or fishing-rod. He
bathes in the middle of the pond while his boat slowly drifts away. As I go up the hill, surrounded
by its shadow, while the sun is setting, I am soothed by the delicious stillness of the evening, save
that on the hills the wind blows. I was surprised by the sound of my own voice. It is an atmosphere
burdensome with thought. For the first time for a month, at least, I am reminded that thought is
possible. The din of trivialness is silenced. I float over or through the deeps of silence. It is the first
silence I have heard for a month. My life had been a River Platte, tinkling over its sands but useless
for all great navigation, but now it suddenly became a fathomless ocean. It shelved off to unimagined
depths.
I sit on rock on the hilltop, Rearm with the heat of the departed sun, in my thin summer clothes. Here
are the seeds of some berries in the droppings of sonic The sun has been set fifteen minutes, bird on

[Transcript]
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the rock, and a long cloudy finger, stretched along the northern horizon, is held over the point where
it disappeared. I see dark shadows formed on the south side of the woods cast of the river. The
creaking of the crickets becomes clear and loud and shrill, — a sharp tinkling, like rills bubbling up
from the ground. After a little while the western sky is suddenly suffused with a pure white light,
against which the hickories further east on the hill show black with beautiful distinctness. Day does
not furnish so interesting a ground. A few sparrows sing as in the morning and the spring; also a
peawai and a chewink. Meanwhile the moon in her first quarter is burnishing her disk. Now suddenly
the cloudy finger and the few scattered clouds glow with the parting salute of the sun; the rays of the
sun, which has so long sunk below the convex earth, are reflected from each cloudy promontory with
more incomparable brilliancy than ever. The hardhack leaves stand up so around the stem that now,
at first starlight, I see only their light under sides a rod off. Do they as much by day?
The surface of the forest on the east of the river presents a singularly cool and wild appearance, cool
as a pot of green paint, — stretches of green light and shade, reminding me of some lonely
mountainside. The nighthawk flies low, skimming over the ground now. How handsome lie the oats
which have been cradled in long rows in the field, a quarter of a mile uninterruptedly! The thick stub
ends, so evenly laid, are almost as rich a sight to me as the graceful taps. A few fireflies in the
meadows. I am uncertain whether that so large and bright and high was a firefly or a shooting star.
Shooting stars are but fireflies of the firmament. The crickets on the causeway make a steady creak,
on the dry pasture-tops an interrupted one. I was compelled to stand to write where a soft, faint light
from the western sky came in between two willows.
Fields to-day sends me a specimen copy of my “Walden.” It is to be published on the 12th inst.

August 4, Friday, 1854: In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked down the Cambridge Turnpike to Smith’s
Hill (Gleason G10).
The Nisshōki or Hinomaru “circle of the sun” was established by the Tokugawa shogunate as the official
identifying flag to be flown by Japanese ships.
William Speiden, Sr. and a company of other naval officers left Macao on the steamer Hong Kong and boarded
in Cum Sing Moon harbor the American side-wheel steam frigate gunship USS Mississippi.
A Graduation Act (“An Act to Graduate and Reduce the Price of the Public Lands to actual Settlers and
Cultivators”) made female US citizens eligible to be homesteaders “in their own right” (white female citizens,
something that goes without saying).
WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS was reviewed under the heading “A New Book by Henry Thoreau” on the
2d page of the Dedham, Massachusetts gazette, Norfolk Democrat.
Ticknor & Fields will issue in a few days a book by the eccentric
Thoreau, of Concord, entitled, “Walden, of Life in the Woods.”
It is a record of Mr. Thoreau’s life and experience during a
residence of two or three years in a house of his own building,
on the shore of Walden Pond, in Concord. From several extracts
which we have seen in the Commonwealth, Tribune, N. Y. Evening
Post, and other papers, we conclude that it will be one of the
most attractive books of the year.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
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Aug. 4. Friday. P.M. — Via Turnpike to Smith’s Hill.
A still, cloudy day with from time to time a gentle August rain. Rain and mist contract our horizon
and we notice near and small objects. The weeds — fleabane, etc. — begin to stand high in the
potato-fields, overtopping the potatoes. This hardhack interests me with its bedewed pyramid. Rue
is out of bloom. Sicyos, apparently in a few days. The buttonwoods are much improved this year and
may recover. Sonchus in one place out of bloom. Purple gerardia, by brook. The autumnal dandelion
is now more common. Ranunculus aquatilis var. fluviatilis, white petals with a yellow claw, small
flowers on surface of Hosmer’s ditch, west end, by Turnpike. A new plant. Say July 1st. Is it open
in sunny weather? The lower leaves of the sharp-angled lycopus are a dull red and those of the elodea
are a fine, clear, somewhat crimson red. Fragrant everlasting. The swamp blackberry on high land,
ripe a day or two. I hear the pigeon woodpecker still, — wickoff, wickoff, wickoff, wickoff, from a
neighboring oak. See a late rose still in flower. On this hill (Smith’s) the bushes are black with
huckleberries. They droop over the rocks with the weight and are very handsome. Now in their
prime. Some glossy black, some dull black, some blue; and patches of Vaccinium vacillans
intermixed. Hieracium paniculatum in woods by Saw Mill Brook, a day or two. The leaves of some
weeds, perhaps goldenrods, are eaten in a ribbon character like some strange writing apparently halfway through the leaf, often along the edge. This for some time. Goodyera pubescens, a day or two.
Hieracium scabrum, apparently two or three days. It is already fall in low swampy woods where the
cinnamon fern prevails. There: are the sight and scent of beginning decay. i see a new growth on oak
sprouts, three to six inches, with reddish leaves as in spring. Some whole trees show the lighter new
growth at a distance, above the dark green. Cannabis sativa.
After sunset, a very low, thick, and flat white fog like a napkin, on the meadows, which ushers in a
foggy night.

[Transcript]
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August 10, Thursday, 1854: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi raised anchor and moved from its
Cum Sing Moon anchorage to a Macao Roads anchorage. There William Speiden, Sr. and his son again visited
ashore.
Friend Daniel Ricketson purchased a copy of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS:
Bought a book this morning named Walden, or Life in the
Woods, by Henry D. Thoreau, who spent several years
upon the shore of Walden Pond near Concord, Mass.,
living in a rough board house of his own building.
Much of his experience in his out-of-door and secluded
life I fully understand and appreciate.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow also purchased a copy.
Bronson Alcott completed a reading of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

At 4:30 AM Henry Thoreau went to the Cliffs of Fair Haven Hill (Gleason 26/J7). In the afternoon Thoreau
went to Conantum (Gleason J6) and thence to Clematis Brook (Gleason K7). He had a conversation with Eben
J. Loomis.
During the Reverend John Lewis Russell’s 3-day visit to Concord, Thoreau showed him all around town,
examining local specimens with him and consulting him on botanical identification (these two seem not to
have met prior to this point).
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Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS on the 2d page of the Boston Atlas:
Reprinted in CRITICAL ESSAYS ON HENRY DAVID THOREAU’S
WALDEN, ed. Joel Myerson (Boston: G.K. Hall & Co.,
1988), page 18.
WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS was reviewed under the heading “New Publications” on the front page of
the Boston Daily Journal, column 6:
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This is a remarkable book. The thread of the work is
a narrative of the personal experience of the eccentric
author as a hermit on the shores of Walden Pond. The
body consists of his reflections on life and its
pursuits. Mr. Thoreau carried out his ideas of
“communism” by building with his own hands an humble
hut, cultivating his own garden patch, earning with the
sweat of his brow enough of coarse food to sustain
life, and living independent of the world and of its
circumstances. He continued this selfish existence for
two years, and then returned to society, but why, he
does not inform his readers. Whether satisfied that he
had mistaken the “pleasures of solitude,” or whether
the self-improvement which the world has charitably
supposed was the object of his retirement had been
accomplished, it is certain that he was relieved of
none of his selfish opinions —that he left behind in
the woods of Concord none of his misanthropy, and that
he brought back habits of thought which, though
profound, are erratic, and often border on the
transcendental. The narrative of the two years hermit
life of such a man can hardly fail to be attractive,
and the study of the workings of a mind so constituted
must possess a peculiar interest. But the attraction
is without sympathy—the interest is devoid of
admiration. The outre opinions of a mind like that of
Mr. Thoreau, while they will attract attention as the
eccentric outbursts of real genius, so far from finding
a response in the bosom of the reader, will excite a
smile, from their very extravagance, and we can easily
imagine that if Mr. Thoreau would banish from his mind
the idea that man is an oyster, he might become a
passable philosopher. Mr. Thoreau has made an
attractive book—more attractive than his “Week on the
Concord and Merrimac[k].” But while many will be
fascinated by its contents, few will be improved. As
the pantheistic doctrines of the author marred the
beauty of his former work, so does his selfish
philosophy darkly tinge the pages of “Walden,” and the
best that can be said of the work in its probable
effects is, that while many will be charmed by the
descriptive powers of the author, and will smile at his
extravagant ideas, few will be influenced by his
opinions. This is a negative virtue in a book which is
likely to be widely circulated, and which might do much
mischief if the author could establish a bond of
sympathy with the reader.
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Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “New Publications” in the Salem Register,
page 2 column 3.

This is a remarkable book, the production of one of
the eccentric geniuses who seem to swarm in old
Concord, either because they are to the manor born, as
was the case with Thoreau, or because there is
something sympathetic in the atmosphere which induces
an immigration of oddities thither. The author affects
to be a philosopher, and is a sort of compound of
Diogenes and Timon, flavored with the simplicity of a
hermit and a pure child of nature. There is nothing in
literature, that we know of, exactly like his book. Mr.
Thoreau is a graduate of Harvard College, in the class
of 1837, where he was a diligent student. Subsequently,
in one of his whimsical freaks, he built himself a hut
in the woods, a mile from any neighbor, on the shore
of Walden Pond, in Concord, Massachusetts, where he
lived alone, and earned his living by the labor of his
hands only, for the space of two years and two months,
at the end of which time he became a sojourner in
civilized life again. The book was written principally
during this seclusion, and is, in some sort, a digested
record of his life there, with sage reflections on the
social condition and the ordinary aims of human
ambition. It is a strikingly original, singular, and
most interesting work. Several passages from the
narrative portion have appeared in journals which were
favored with sheets in advance. We avail ourselves of
the following brief extract near the conclusion, which
gives a little insight into his philosophy:—

[Reprints “Conclusion,” pages 328.5-329.16.]
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS in the Lowell Journal and Courier, page 2 column 3.
Ticknor & Fields, of Boston, have just sent us this
handsome volume, by Henry D. Thoreau, author of “A Week
on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers.” Mr Thoreau, who
lived nearly three years in the woods, has been called
‘the Concord Diogenes,’ as Ralph Waldo Emerson has been
called the Concord Platonist or American Plato. This
is one of the most singular, as well as one of the best
of works. It is no romance, though most of it is of a
narrative character. The press all over the country
have given the most flattering notices of it; and
without doubt it will command a very extensive sale.
It surely deserves it.
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Aug. 10. 4.30 A.M. — To Cliffs.
A high fog. As I go along the railroad, I observe the darker green of early-mown fields. A cool wind
at this hour over the wet foliage, as from over mountain-tops and uninhabited earth. The large
primrose conspicuously in bloom. Does it shut by day? The woods are comparatively still at this
season. I hear only the faint peeping of some robins (a few song sparrows on my way), a wood
pewee, kingbird [Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus], crows, before five, or before reaching
the Springs. Then a chewink or two, a cuckoo, jay, and later, returning, the link of the bobolink and
the goldfinch. That is a peculiar and distinct hollow sound made by the pigeon woodpecker’s wings,
as it flies past near you. The Aralia nudicaulis is another plant which for some time, and perhaps
more generally than any, yellows the forest floor with its early fall, or turning, as soon as its berries
have ripened, along with hellebore, skunk-cabbage, convallarias, etc. Ambrosia. At length, as I
return along the back road, at 6.30, the sun begins to eat through the fog.
The tinkling notes of goldfinches [American Goldfinch Carduleis tristis] and bobolinks which
we hear nowadays are of one character and peculiar to the season. They are not voluminous flowers,
but rather nuts of sound, –ripened seed of sound. It is the tinkling of ripened grain in Nature’s basket.
It is like the sparkle on water, a sound produced by friction on the crisped air.
For a. day or two I have inclined to wear a thicker, or fall, coat.
P.M. — Clematis Brook via Conantum.
A cloudy afternoon and rather cool, but not threatening rain soon. Dangle-berries ripe how long? one
of the handsomest berries.
On the southwest side of Conant’s Orchard Grove, saw, from twenty rods off some patches of purple
grass, [^Poa hirsuta according to Russell, now in bloom, abundant; in the J. Hosmer hollow.] which
painted a stripe of hillside next the woods for half a dozen rods in length. It was as high-colored and
interesting, though not so bright, as the patches of rhexia. On examination I found it to be a kind of
grass a little less than a foot high, with but few green blades and a fine spreading purple top in seed;
but close at hand it was but a dull purple and made but little impression on the eye, was even difficult
to detect where thin. But, viewed in a favorable light fifteen rods off, it was of a fine lively purple
color, enriching the earth very much. It was the more surprising because grass is commonly of a
sombre and humble color. I was charmed to see the grass assume such a rich color and become thus
flower-like. Though a darker purple, its effect was similar to that of the rhexia. [^Excursions, p. 252;
Riv. 309. There the name of the grass appears as Eragrostis pectinacea.]
Hardly any dog-days yet. The air is quite clear now. Aster macrocephalus near beaked hazel by
roadside, sometime. That sort of sweet-william (?) pink, with viscidness below the joints, but not
pubescent, against the Minott house; how long?
The Arum triphyllum fallen some time and turned quite white. Asclepias Cornuti leaves begun to
yellow; and brakes. etc. Rhus Toxicodendron along the Minott house ditch in the midst of its fall,
almost all of its leaves burnt brown and partly yellow.
First muskmelon in garden.
Mr. Loomis says that he saw a mockingbird at Fair Haven Pond to-day.

[Transcript]
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Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS on the 2d page of the Boston Atlas:
Reprinted in CRITICAL ESSAYS ON HENRY DAVID THOREAU'S
WALDEN, ed. Joel Myerson (Boston: G.K. Hall & Co.,
1988), page 18.
WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS was reviewed under the heading “New Publications” on the front page of
the Boston Daily Journal, column 6:
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This is a remarkable book. The thread of the work is
a narrative of the personal experience of the eccentric
author as a hermit on the shores of Walden Pond. The
body consists of his reflections on life and its
pursuits. Mr. Thoreau carried out his ideas of
“communism” by building with his own hands an humble
hut, cultivating his own garden patch, earning with the
sweat of his brow enough of coarse food to sustain
life, and living independent of the world and of its
circumstances. He continued this selfish existence for
two years, and then returned to society, but why, he
does not inform his readers. Whether satisfied that he
had mistaken the “pleasures of solitude,” or whether
the self-improvement which the world has charitably
supposed was the object of his retirement had been
accomplished, it is certain that he was relieved of
none of his selfish opinions —that he left behind in
the woods of Concord none of his misanthropy, and that
he brought back habits of thought which, though
profound, are erratic, and often border on the
transcendental. The narrative of the two years hermit
life of such a man can hardly fail to be attractive,
and the study of the workings of a mind so constituted
must possess a peculiar interest. But the attraction
is without sympathy—the interest is devoid of
admiration. The outre opinions of a mind like that of
Mr. Thoreau, while they will attract attention as the
eccentric outbursts of real genius, so far from finding
a response in the bosom of the reader, will excite a
smile, from their very extravagance, and we can easily
imagine that if Mr. Thoreau would banish from his mind
the idea that man is an oyster, he might become a
passable philosopher. Mr. Thoreau has made an
attractive book—more attractive than his “Week on the
Concord and Merrimac[k].” But while many will be
fascinated by its contents, few will be improved. As
the pantheistic doctrines of the author marred the
beauty of his former work, so does his selfish
philosophy darkly tinge the pages of “Walden,” and the
best that can be said of the work in its probable
effects is, that while many will be charmed by the
descriptive powers of the author, and will smile at his
extravagant ideas, few will be influenced by his
opinions. This is a negative virtue in a book which is
likely to be widely circulated, and which might do much
mischief if the author could establish a bond of
sympathy with the reader.
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Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “New Publications” in the Salem Register,
page 2 column 3.

This is a remarkable book, the production of one of
the eccentric geniuses who seem to swarm in old
Concord, either because they are to the manor born, as
was the case with Thoreau, or because there is
something sympathetic in the atmosphere which induces
an immigration of oddities thither. The author affects
to be a philosopher, and is a sort of compound of
Diogenes and Timon, flavored with the simplicity of a
hermit and a pure child of nature. There is nothing in
literature, that we know of, exactly like his book. Mr.
Thoreau is a graduate of Harvard College, in the class
of 1837, where he was a diligent student. Subsequently,
in one of his whimsical freaks, he built himself a hut
in the woods, a mile from any neighbor, on the shore
of Walden Pond, in Concord, Massachusetts, where he
lived alone, and earned his living by the labor of his
hands only, for the space of two years and two months,
at the end of which time he became a sojourner in
civilized life again. The book was written principally
during this seclusion, and is, in some sort, a digested
record of his life there, with sage reflections on the
social condition and the ordinary aims of human
ambition. It is a strikingly original, singular, and
most interesting work. Several passages from the
narrative portion have appeared in journals which were
favored with sheets in advance. We avail ourselves of
the following brief extract near the conclusion, which
gives a little insight into his philosophy:—

[Reprints “Conclusion,” pages 328.5-329.16.]
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS in the Lowell Journal and Courier, page 2 column 3.
Ticknor & Fields, of Boston, have just sent us this
handsome volume, by Henry D. Thoreau, author of “A Week
on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers.” Mr Thoreau, who
lived nearly three years in the woods, has been called
‘the Concord Diogenes,’ as Ralph Waldo Emerson has been
called the Concord Platonist or American Plato. This
is one of the most singular, as well as one of the best
of works. It is no romance, though most of it is of a
narrative character. The press all over the country
have given the most flattering notices of it; and
without doubt it will command a very extensive sale.
It surely deserves it.
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August 11, Friday, 1854: William Speiden, Jr. returned to the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi as it
got underway up the Canton River, passing the Bogue and anchoring at Blenheim Reach. Commodore
Matthew Calbraith Perry took the fast boat for Canton. A heavy squall came up in which lightning struck the
Mississippi’s mainmast. Other Chinese and American vessels were also struck or damaged during this storm.
William Speiden, Jr., in the process of going ashore when the squall came up, was “thoroughly drenched” and
took refuge on shore with the ship’s carpenter “where we expected every moment to be carried away” by the
storm.
Henry Thoreau sent a book, presumably WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS, to Senator Charles Sumner, and
also wrote (presumably) to James Thomas Fields.

To: James Fields
From: HDT
Date: 8/11/54
Concord Aug 11th ’54
Mr Fields,
Dear Sir[,]
I shall feel still more under obligations to you if you will send the accompanying volume to Mr. Sumner in one of your parcels. I find that
I omitted to count the volume sent to Greeley — & so have one more
than my due.
Will you please charge me with it.
Yrs truly
Henry D. Thoreau
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In the afternoon he went to Assabet Bath (Gleason 4/E5). There was a review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE
WOODS under the heading “New Publications” in the Salem, Massachusetts Gazette, page 2, column 6.
This is a very noticeable work, the production of an
educated, eccentric man, who thinks much, and often
justly, and expresses his thoughts in a clear and
agreeable style. The author lived more than two years
alone in the woods of Concord, Mass., a mile from any
neighbors, earning his living by the labor of his
hands, and his life-like sketches of solitary and rural
life will be read with interest and pleasure. At
present he is a sojourner in civilized life again. He
says:

[Reprints “Conclusion,” pages 323.29-324.6.]
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS on the front page of the Providence, Rhode Island Daily Journal:
Reprinted in CRITICAL ESSAYS ON HENRY DAVID THOREAU'S
WALDEN, ed. Joel Myerson (Boston: G.K. Hall & Co.,
1988), page 19.

Aug. 11. P.M. — To Assabet Bath.

“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

I have heard since the 1st of this month the steady creaking cricket. Some are digging early potatoes.
I notice a new growth of red maple sprouts, small reddish leaves surmounting light-green ones, the
old being dark~grcen. Green lice on birches. Aster Tradescanti, two or three days in low ground;
flowers smaller than A. dumosus, densely racemed, with short peduncles or branchlets, calyx-scales
narrower and more pointed. Ammannia humilis (?) (a new plant), perhaps three weeks at northeast
end of Wheeler’s brush fence meadow, like an erect isnardia, i.e. Lcdwigia palustris, with small
wrinkled yellowish petals with a purplish vein.

[Transcript]
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August 14, Monday, 1854: Henry Thoreau donated a copy of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS to the
Harvard Library, gave a copy to Richard F. Fuller inscribed “from H.D.T.,” and presented a copy to Mrs. Lidian
“Asia” Jackson Emerson inscribed “from her friend Henry Thoreau.”96 After a cursory scan of the copy of
WALDEN which he had just purchased, John Greenleaf Whittier commented to its publisher James Thomas
Fields that it was
capital reading, but very wicked and heathenish.
The practical moral of it seems to be that if a man is
willing to sink himself into a woodchuck he can live as
cheaply as that quadruped; but after all, for me
I prefer walking on two legs.
Well, but this was a bit different, as a reaction, from the reaction Whittier had had when he had received
a presentation copy of Walt Whitman’s LEAVES OF GRASS: after looking that book over, he had tossed it —
into the fireplace.97
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi was at anchor in the Canton River, below the first Pagoda, where
they did some repairs and caulked the ship’s hull. The American marine guard sent earlier to protect American
merchants in Canton returned by cutter and the Mississippi got underway in company of the Susquehanna.

96. These three copies are now in the Houghton Library of Harvard University. The records of the Boston Society of Natural History
indicate that Thoreau had donated copies of A WEEK and WALDEN to them as well.
97. Thoreau’s copy of LEAVES OF GRASS would be knocked down on auction at Sotheby’s in 2002 or 2003, evidently to a Walt
Whitman collector, for US$119,500.
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August 15, Tuesday, 1854: At 5:15AM Henry Thoreau went by boat to Nawshawtuct or Lee’s Hill (Gleason
F6). Beginning at 9AM, he and Ellery Channing walked all day, northwest into Acton and Carlisle. In the
evening, at Miss MacKay’s, Thoreau viewed a section of pontederia leaf through Mr. Russell’s microscope.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry and all the men who departed with him for Canton returned and came
again aboard the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi, which this time anchored at Victoria, Hong Kong.
Over the following week the ship would be taking on provisions and stores and the men would be allowed to
go on port liberty. It’s so nice to have a powerful nation backing you up while you are out having fun! What
could be nicer than that?
There appeared a review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS, by “W,” under the heading “New Publications”
in the Albany, New York Argus, 2:7:
The book purports to have been written chiefly while
the author resided in the woods, and earned his living
by the labor of his hands. It contains a record of a
strange experience, in connection with the many bright
thoughts on various subjects that were suggested by it.
It is an intensely entertaining production.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

A review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS appeared under the heading “New Publications, &c” in the
Massachusetts Life Boat: Devoted to Temperance, Morals, Education, Business and General Information, 2:6:
The author is certainly a great genius, and though
something of a hermit, is making his mark in the
world.... While we admire many passages in the book,
and not a few of the author’s thoughts, we cannot
subscribe to all his sentiments. [Long Quotation from
the final chapter of the book]
Meanwhile Elizabeth Rogers Mason Cabot,98 a Boston debutante who ordinarily lived at 63 Mount Vernon
Street in Boston but who was vacationing at the Cabots’ summer home in New Hampshire, was writing

98. Any relation to the Nathaniel Peabody Rogers of Concord, New Hampshire who put out the Herald of Freedom prior to his
death in 1846, and about whom Thoreau wrote in the last issue of THE DIAL? –Or to Thoreau’s friend James Elliot Cabot who had
written on the philosophy of the Hindoos?
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in her diary:
I have finished this morning Thoreau’s CONCORD AND
MERRIMACK RIVERS; it has given me a little tidbit of
reading every day for a long time, and is far from
exhausted yet, for I am eager to go back and examine
some of the truths more thoroughly. It is a life-giving
book and gives a picture of life from a point of view
entirely unaffected by the artificial world created by
man. He is a man without money, not poor, because able
to get his daily bread with small toil, and desiring
nothing more, untrammeled entirely (as no man with very
warm affections I think could be) by the opinions or
feelings of others, afraid of nothing, intimate with
nature as a bosom friend, learned in all the wisdom of
the world handed down in books, ignoring ambition,
position, aimless as far as concerns this world, and
as unbiased as I can imagine possible. Added to these
advantages
are
a
pure
large
nature,
vigorous
intellect, and healthy life moral and physical. He is
all-convincing at the time, and ought to be, for he is
merely putting in practice, the principles which all
daily preach, but none entirely make facts. Yet when
we would follow him, our old habits of feeling rush
back on us, making his purer practice a sort of dream,
from which we awake, sorry that it is gone, and almost
doubting still which is the unreality, the world we
have left, or the world we awake to. I believe solemnly
and sincerely that the spiritual life should be first,
material last, and needs a very small corner, and yet
we place it practically first, because other people do.
I know no better reason. –FROM MORE THAN COMMON POWERS
OF PERCEPTION: THE DIARY OF ELIZABETH ROGERS MASON
CABOT edited by P.A.M. Taylor (Boston MA: Beacon Press,
1991).

Aug. 15. Tuesday. 5.15 A.M. — To Hill by boat.

“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

By 5.30 the fog has withdrawn from the channel here and stands southward over the “Texas Plain,

[Transcript]
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forty or fifty feet high.
Some birds, after they have ceased to sing by day, continue to sing faintly in the morning now as in
spring. I hear now a warbling vireo, a robin (half strain), a golden robin whistles, bluebirds warble,
pigeon woodpecker; not to mention the tapping of a woodpecker and the notes of birds which are
heard through the day, as wood peawai, song sparrow, cuckoo, etc. On the top of the Hill see the
goldfinch eating the seeds (?) of the Canada thistle. I rarely approach a bed of them or other thistles
nowadays but I hear the cool twitter of the goldfinch about it. I hear a red squirrel’s reproof, too, as
in spring, from the hickories. Now, just after sunrise, I see the western steeples with great
distinctness,-tall white lines. The fog eastward over the Great Meadows appears indefinitely far, as
well as boundless. Perhaps I refer it to, too great a distance. It is interesting when the fluviati1c trees
begin to be seen through it and the sun is shining above it. By 6 o’clock it has risen up too much to
he interesting.
The button-bush is now nearly altogether out of bloom, so that it is too late to see the river’s brink
in its perfection. It must he seen between the blooming of the mikania and the going out of bloom of
the button-bush, before you feel this sense of lateness in the year, before the meadows are shorn and
the grass of hills and pastures is thus withered and russet.
9A.M. — Walk all day with W.E.C., northwest into Acton and Carlisle.
A dog-day, comfortably cloudy and cool as well as still. The river meadows, where no mowing, have
a yellowish and autumnal look, especially the wool-grass. I see large flocks of bobolinks on the
Union Turnpike. Are the darker ones with some yellowish (?) on side heads young red-wings or male
bobolinks changing? Forded the Assabet at the bathing-place. Saw carrion-flower berries just-begun
to turn; say in a day or two. Panicled cornel berries on College Road. Many of the trees in Barrett’s
orchard on Annursnack touch the ground all around like a dish cover, weighed down with fruit, and
the branches are no thicker over head than around. Is not this the best form for an apple tree, — a
hollow hemisphere nearly resting on the earth, the branches equally dispersed over the superficies,
and light and air equally admitted?

Hills and pastures are now dry and slippery. They seem as completely russet as in winter. I associate
the mist of this dog-day with the burning of meadows. Crossed from top of Annursnack to top of
Strawberry Hill, past a pigeon-bed. Measured the great chestnut. At about seven feet from ground,
the smallest place I could find, it is 14 3/4 feet in circumference; at six feet from ground, 15 1/12 feet
in circumference; at five feet, 15 4/12,; at one foot from ground not including some bulgings, 22 feet
in circumference. It branches first at about nine feet from ground. The top has some dead limbs and
is not large in proportion to trunk. There are great furrows in the bark. Desmodium Marylaudicum
on Strawberry Hill by wall, some days out. We took our dinner on the north side of the wall on top
of the Hill. The dog-clay haze conceals the distant hills and mountains, but some new and nearer
elms, etc., stand out with new distinctness against it. It is remarkable; how far and widely the smoke
of a meadow burning is visible, and how hard to locate. That in the meadow near Joe Merriam’s, [^It
is the Brooks meadow on fire. Vide Aug. 23] half a dozen miles off, which has lasted some days,
appears to possess the whole east horizon, as if any man who lived two or three miles cast of this
must smell it and know all about [it], but most who live within a mile of it may not have noticed it.
It impresses me as if all who dwelt in the eastern horizon must know of it and be interested in it, —
as if it were a sort of public affair and of moment to a whole town, — yet hardly the next neighbors
observe it, and the other day, when I passed within half a mile of it, it did not make nearly so great
a show as from this very distant eminence. The white smoke is now seen slanting upward across half
a township and gradually mingled and confounded with the haze of the day, so that it may even seem
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to have produced the latter. West, by Nagog, is a dense dark, almost black smoke, and another less
dark in the south. the owner of the meadow little thinks how. It is the Brooks meadow on fire. far the
smoke of his burning is seen by the inhabitants of the country and by travellers, filling their horizon
and giving a character to their day, shutting out much sky to those who dwell half a dozen miles
away. So far a man’s deformities are seen by and affect his fellows. They help to blot out the sky to
those [who] dwell far away.
Looking from this Strawberry Hill to the long range behind William Brown’s, northeast by east, I
see that it and other hills are marked finely by many parallel lines, apparently the edges of so many
terraces, arranging the crops and trees in dark lines, as if they were the traces of so many lake-shores.
Methinks this is an almost universal phenomenon. When farthest inland we are surrounded by
countless shores or beaches, terrace above terrace. It is the parallelism of green trees, bushes, and
crops which betrays them at a distance. The locomotive whistle, far southwest, sounds like a bell.
Lycopodium dendroideum pollen, apparently some days.
From this hill we steered northeast toward the east point of a wood in the direction of Hutchinson’s,
perhaps two miles off. Before starting on this walk I had studied the map to discover a new walk,
and decided to go through a large wooded tract west and northwest of the Paul Dudley house, where
there was no road, there at last to strike east across the head of Spencer Brook Meadow, perhaps to
the old Carlisle road. A mile and a half northeast of Strawberry Hill, two or three large and very
healthy and perfect sassafras trees (three large at least), very densely clothed with dark-green lemon
(?) or orange (?) tree shaped leaves, singularly healthy. This half a mile or so west of the Dudley
house. Comparatively few of the leaves were of the common form, i.e. three-lobed, but rather simple.
There was much mountain sumach close by, turning scarlet, and sweet-ferns also browning and
yellowing. Keeping on through a somewhat swampy upland, we fell into a path, which Channing
preferring, though it led us through woods widely out of our course westward, I soon corrected it,
and, descending through swampy land, at length saw through the trees and bushes into a small
meadow completely surrounded by woods, in which was a man haying only eight or ten rods off. We
felt very much like Indians stealing upon an early settler, and naturally inclined to one side to go
round the meadow through the high blueberry bushes. The high blueberries were from time to time
very abundant, but have acquired a dead and flat taste, lost their raciness. Soon after, we followed
an indistinct path through a dense birch wood, leading quite out of our course, i.e. westward. We were
covered from head to foot with green lice from the birches, especially conspicuous on dark clothes,
but going through other woods soon brushed them off again.
At length, when I endeavored to correct my course by compass, it pointed so that I lost my faith in
it, and we continued to go out of our way, till we came out on a side-hill immediately overlooking a
stream and mill and several houses and a small mill-pond undoubtedly on the Nashoba in the.
northern part of Acton, on the road to Chelmsford. We were completely lost, and saw not one
familiar object. At length saw steeples which we thought Westford, but the monument proved it
Acton. Took their bearings, calculated a new course, and pursued it at first east-northeast, then east,
and finally southeast, along rocky hillsides covered with weeds, where the fall seemed further
advanced than in Concord, with more autumnal colors, through dense oak woods and scrub oak,
across a road or two, over some pastures, through a swamp or two, where the cinnamon fern was as
high as our heads and the dogwood, now fruiting, was avoided by C. After travelling about five
miles, for the most part in woods, without knowing where we were, we came out on a hill from which
we saw, far to the south, the open valley at head of Spencer Brook.
In the meanwhile we came upon another pigeon-bed, where the pigeons were being baited, a little
corn, etc., being spread on the ground, and, [as?] at the first, the bower was already erected. What I
call Solidago arguta is exceedingly handsome, a pyramidal head with rather horizontal branchlets
with a convex surface of erect flowers ; quite a splendid flower it would be in a garden. Aster miser.
In Carlisle, on high land, that kind of viburnum with smaller, darker (with rusty patches), and less
oblong berries and more obtuse leaves (at both ends),-a large spreading bush eight or nine feet high
at least. Russell said it was the V. prunifolium, but the leaves are not sharply serrate but nearly entire,
only crenate at most, commonly short and broad, the peduncle not half an inch long.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
At evening, Mr. Russell showed his microscope at Miss Mackay’s. Looked at a section of pontederia
leaf.

Saw what answered to the woody fibre and the cells on each side, also the starch in potato, lime in
rhubarb, fern seeds (so called), and lichen ditto, of which last there were fifty or sixty in one little
wart this size.
The power of this glass was nine hundred diameters. All the objects were transparent and had a liquid
look, crystalline, and reminded me of the moon seen through a telescope. They suggested the
significance or insignificance of size, and that the moon itself is a microscopic object to us, so little
it concerns us.
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August 24, Thursday, 1854: There was a national emigration convention in Cleveland, Ohio.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi got underway with the US commissioner to China and
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry aboard, to Macao Roads. The crew scrapeed the ship inside and out and
set up the rigging. William Speiden, Jr. went ashore with his father, to Mr. Goodridge’s house.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went upriver by boat to Assabet Bath (Gleason 4/E5).
“Up Assabet” is probably the most common opening phrase
in Thoreau’s two-million-word journal. This was his favorite
destination under default conditions, meaning the wind was light
and the river stage was neither in flood nor in drought.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 10

He mentions Lee’s Cliff on the left bank of the Sudbury River just below Fair Haven Bay (Gleason K6):

There was a review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “Literature” in the New-York
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Morning Express, 2:4.
Mr. Thoreau is a young but promising writer.—He is a
manly thinker; his opinions betray a clear judgment,
careful intellectual cultivation, and a great deal of
talent. But the tendencies of his mind are at times too
speculative. He is too impractical, and although many
of the social habits against which he declaims, are
susceptible of improvement; yet, he takes the
privilege of most men with a “mission,” as the strongminded philosophers and philosopheresses say, and
condemns what cannot well be remedied, or what is so
trivial as hardly to be worth the trouble of a chapter
of Carlylean rhapsody, or epigrammatic abuse. Yet he
is indubitably sound in much of what he says, and right
in the main. His style is crude but forcible. Its
harshness appears to be in a measure the result either
of carelessness or of affectation; for some of the more
elaborate passages a reader meets with in turning over
the work, display a great mastery of language, much
facility in expression that is at once easy and strong,
and a happy fancy. When Mr. Thoreau wrote the book, he
lived, he says, a mile from any neighbor and alone in
the woods in a house which he had built himself on the
shore of Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. There
he lived for two years and two months and supported
himself by the labor of his hands, only. During the
whole of this time he appears to have been a sort of
anchorite; the eccentricity of his mode of life, as he
relates it, is laughable. Yet it has a moral.
Here are the statistics of the first year’s outlay.

[Reprints “Economy,” page 60.10-15, 17-29.]
—The philosophy of such a Pythagoras could not be else
than odd, of course, and will repay perusal.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN

There was a review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “Notices of New Publications” in
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the Boston Puritan Recorder, 133:6.
The author of this work represents himself as having
played hermit during nearly the whole time that he was
writing, having selected for his dwelling place a spot
on the shore of Walden Pond in Concord. The author has
shown not a little talent, and a world of good humor,
in giving us his experiences and observations, though
he occasionally lets drop a sentiment, as for instance
at the top of the 118th page,1 which seems to us
inconsistent with just views of Christianity.
1.See “Reading,” page 108.11, beginning “peculiar religious experience.”

There was a review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “New Books” in the New Orleans
Daily Picayune, 2:1.
Mr. B. M. Norman, 14 Camp street, sends us “Walden, a
Life in the Woods,” by Henry D. Thoreau, a very
handsomely got up volume, from the press of Ticknor &
Fields, Boston. We had a specimen of Mr. Thoreau’s
quality, in the 4th [of] July oration he delivered at
the Abolitionists’ traitor-celebration, where Garrison
signalized the occasion by burning a copy of the
[C]onstitution.

Aug. 24. P.M. — To Fair Haven Pond by boat.
A strong wind from the south-southwest, which I expect will waft me back. So many pads are eaten
up and have disappeared that it has the effect of a rise of the river drowning them. This strong wind
against which we row is quite exhilarating after the stiller summer. Yet we have no rain, and I see
the blue haze between me and the shore six rods off.
The bright crimson-red under sides of the great white lily pads, turned up by the wind in broad fields
on the sides of the stream, are a great ornament to the stream. It is not till August, methinks, that they
are turned up conspicuously. Many are now turned over completely. After August opens, before
these pads are decayed (for they last longer than the nuphars of both kinds), the stronger winds begin
to blow and turn them up at various angles, turning many completely over and exposing their bright
crimson(?)-red under sides with their ribs. The surface being agitated, the wind catches under their
edges and turns them up and holds there commonly at an angle of 45°. It is a very wholesome color,
and, after the calm summer, an exhilarating sight, with a strong wind heard and felt, cooling and
condensing your thoughts. This has the effect of a ripening of the leaf on the river. Not in vain was
the under side thus colored, which at length the August winds turn up.
The soft pads eaten up mostly; the pontederias crisped and considerably blackened, only a few
flowers left. It is surprising how the maples are affected by this drought. Though they stand along
the edge of the river, they appear to suffer more than any trees except the white ash. Their leaves —
and also those of the alders and hickories and grapes and even oaks more or less — are permanently
curled and turned up on the upper three quarters of the trees; so that their foliage has a singularly
glaucous hue in rows along the river. At a distance they have somewhat of the same effect with the

[Transcript]
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silvered tops of the swamp white oak.
The sight suggests a strong wind constantly blowing.
I went ashore and felt of them. They were more or less crisped and curled permanently. It suggests
what to a slight extent occurs every year. On the Cliffs so many young trees and bushes are withered
that from the river it looks as if a fire had run over them. At Lee’s Cliff larger ash trees are completely
sere and brown,—burnt up. The white pines are parti-colored there.
Now, methinks, hawks
are decidedly more common, beating the bush and soaring. I see two
circling over the Cliffs. See a blue heron [Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias (Blue Heron)]
standing on the meadow at fair haven Pond. At a distance before you, only the two waving lines
appear, and you would not suspect the long neck and legs.
Looking across the pond, the haze at the water’s edge under the opposite woods looks like a low fog.
To-night, as for at least four or five nights past, and to some extent, I think, a great many times within
a month, the sun goes down shorn of his beams, half an hour before sunset, round and red, high above
the horizon. There are no variegated sunsets in this dog-day weather.

August 28, Monday, 1854: Secretary of War Jefferson Davis would be traveling with President Franklin
Pierce until September 4/5, and would speak in Virginia.
The Revolution of the Left against Espartero was defeated.
Nachtfalter op.157, a waltz by Johann Baptist Strauss II, was performed for the initial time, in Ungers Casino,
Vienna.
The French minister plenipotentiary to Canton, Alphonse de Bourboulon, came aboard the side-wheel steam
frigate USS Mississippi with Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, and it returned to its anchorage off Hong
Kong.
The Ticknor & Fields firm’s junior partner, James Thomas Fields had, more than a month prior to official
publication, distributed advance copies of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS, to prospective reviewers such as
the Reverend John Sullivan Dwight, the Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson, and T. Starr King. About
three weeks prior to publication, Ticknor & Fields began sending advance sheets to the editors of major NewYork and Boston papers. By this point the work had been praised in over 30 newspapers and magazines from
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Maine to Ohio. A few days prior to publication, Ticknor & Fields had placed advertisements for WALDEN; OR,
LIFE IN THE WOODS in several Boston and New-York dailies. Under the banner headline “LIFE IN THE
WOODS,” the ads had begun appearing on August 4th and had run for three, four, or even five days. A second
series of ads had appeared in selected papers in late August, usually every other day for three days. Waldo
Emerson was able to note that “All American kind are delighted with ‘Walden’ as far as they have dared say.”
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked through Great Meadows (Gleason D8) and Bedford meadows on the
south side of the Concord River to Carlisle Bridge (Gleason A9), and there crossed the river and came back
on its north side, the Carlisle and Concord side, across the lots to the schoolhouse.
Before August 29th a review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS appeared in the Philadelphia Register:
This book was written because the author had something
to say. “Walden” may be pronounced a live book—a
sincere, hearty production.
[Quoted from advertisement in Boston Advertiser,
August 29, 2:7.]
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On this day, or one of the two following days (August 28-30), Emerson wrote George Partridge Bradford in
London:
I do not know if the book has come to you yet; — but it is
cheerful, sparkling, readable, with all kinds of merits,
& rising sometimes to very great heights. We account Henry
the undoubted King of all American lions. He is walking up
& down Concord, firm-looking, but in a tremble of great
expectation.

On the basis of this letter would you say that it can be established that Emerson did read WALDEN?

Aug. 28. Much cooler this morning, making us think of fire. This is gradually clearing the
atmosphere, and, as it is about as dry as ever, I think that haze was not smoke; quite as dry as
yesterday.

[Transcript]
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P.M. — By Great Meadows and Bedford meadows to Carlisle Bridge; back by Carlisle and Concord
side across lots to schoolhouse.
Improve the continued drought to go through the meadows. There is a cool east wind (it has been
cast a good deal lately in this drought), which has cleared the air wonderfully, revealing the longconcealed woods tend hills in the horizon and making me drink of November even.
AndnowthatIamgoii.(along the path to the meadow in the woods beyond Peter’s, I perceive the fall
shine on the leaves and earth; i.e., a great deal of light is reflected through the clearer air, which has
also a vein of coolness in it. Some crotalaria pods are now black and dry, and rattle as I walk. The
farmers improve this dry spell to cut ditches and dig mud in the meadows and pond-holes. I see their
black heaps in many places. I see on the Great Meadows circular patches — the stubble of a coarse
light-green sedge (apparently cut-grass) — of various dimensions, which look as if they had been
brought from other places and dropped there in the spring. Yet they are very numerous and extensive,
running into one another, yet with a rounded or coarsely crenate edge. In fact, they probably cover
the greater part of the meadow. It must be that the cut-grass merely spreads in circles. There are some
in the meadow near the Kibbe Place. It makes firm ground. Between these are the dark-colored
patches of cranberries, ferns, and finer grasses (?) of such singular forms as are used in lace-work,
like the spaces left between circles, suggesting that this is the groundwork on which the other is
dropped. Or does the cut-grass (?) incline to grow in this circular manner?

The meadow is drier than ever, and new pools are dried up. The breams, from one to two and a half
inches long, lying on the sides and quirking from time to time, a dozen together where there is but a
pint of water on the mud, are a handsome but sad sight, pretty green jewels, dying in the sun. I saved
a dozen or more by putting them in deeper pools. Saw a whole school of little pouts, hundreds of
them one and a half inches long, many dead, all apparently fated to die, and some full-grown fishes.
Several hair worms four or live inches long in this muddy water. The muddy bottom of these pools
dried up is cracked into a sort of regular crystals. In the soft mud, the tracks of the great bittern and
the blue heron. Scared up one of the former and saw a small dipper on the river. Just after entering
the Bedford meadows (travelling north), for perhaps a mile in length and the width of the meadow,
the surface on all sides had been lifted or tilted up, showing the blue edges of the soil, so that there
was hardly a level square rod, — giving the aspect of waves two feet high or more with numerous
holes and trenches, and making it very difficult to mow it, as well as to walk over it, and here and
there permanent pools were made in it. I do not know why it should have happened there more than
elsewhere. Found the Ludwigia spærocarpa down that way.
It seems that the upper surface of the Victoria regia is “a light green” and the under “a bright
crimson,” according to Schomburgk, its discoverer. In this it is like our white lily pads.
We did not come to a fence or wall for about four miles this afternoon. Heard some large hawks
whistling much like a boy high over the meadow.
Observed many of those Castile-soap galls from a tenth of an inch to an inch in diameter on a
Quercus ilicifolia. They are attached to the outer edge of the cup, commonly filling the space
between two acorns, and look as if they had merely lodged between them, dropping out readily,
though they are slightly attached to one cup. I see some not much bigger than a pin’s head, in the
place, and reminding me of those small abortive acorns which so often grow on the cup of the small
chinquapin. May not these galls be connected with those and be also an abortive acorn? I have three,
of medium size, on the edge of one acorn-cup, and not occupying more than one third its
circumference, unsupported by any neighboring cup, the middle one the smallest, being apparently
crowded. Apparently the insect deposits its egg in the edge of the cup, and this egg, as in all galls,
is, I should say, at once the seed of vegetable and of animal life: it produces the vegetable gall, and
is the seed of it, also the animal. May it not be regarded as the seed of the gall, as well as the ovum
of the insect?
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Moles make heaps in meadows.
In my experience, at least of late years, all that depresses a man’s spirits is the sense of remissness,
— duties neglected, unfaithfulness, — or shamming, impurity, falsehood, selfishness, inhumanity,
and the like.
From the experience of late years I should say that a man’s seed was the direct tax of his race. It
stands for my sympathy with my race. When the brain chiefly is nourished, and not the affections,
the seed becomes merely excremental.
Saw a bushel of hazelnuts in -their burs, which some boy had spread on the ground to dry behind
Hodgman’s. Observed yesterday, in a pool in what was Heywood’s peat meadow south of, but near,
Turnpike, apparently a utricularia, very small with minute forked green leaves, and bladders on bare
threads, rooting in mud at bottom; apparently out of bloom. Also another kind with long stems, many
black bladders, and no obviously green leaves, filling the pools in Hubbard’s Close.

September 2, Saturday, 1854: Sir John Bowring, British governor of Hong Kong, visited the side-wheel
American steam frigate USS Mississippi (an English political economist, Bowring was serving as governor
from 1854 to 1859).
“Opened one of my snapping turtle’s eggs [sic??]. The young alive, but not very lively, with shell dark grayish
black; yolk as big as a hazelnut; tail curled round and is considerably longer than the shell, and slender; three
ridges on the back, one at edges of plates on each side of dorsal, which is very prominent. There is only the
trace of a dorsal ridge in the old. Eye open.” Tortoise Eggs
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went to the Purple Utricularia Shore on Fair Haven Bay (Gleason 102/ K7).
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “Literature” in the New-York Churchman, 4:14.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
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ZOROASTER
[Walden; or, Life in the Woods is] The book of a humourist
—a man of humours rather than of humour— and a lover of
nature. Mr. THOREAU, living at Concord, is known among
literary circles by his association with the good company
of EMERSON and HAWTHORNE, and by his production of a book
a few years since, “A Week on the Concord and Merrimack
Rivers,” which, with some unpleasant peculiarities of its
school, savouring greatly of a species of irreverent
egotism, contained many close and faithful observations of
nature, and many shrewd reflections on life. Every man has
his humour, though from the present pressure and overlaying
of society it is not always easy to discover it. Mr. THOREAU
brings his out into prominent relief. It is the stoic
affectation of a lover of personal freedom, with a grudge
against civilization for its restrictions. He looks upon
all the trappings of society, of Church and State, of
conventional usages, cities and towns, even clothes and
houses, as so many impediments to the free growth of the
unfettered man. The only concession he seems disposed to
make to the social state is to work for it a sufficiently
long time,—in his case it is a very short time,—to secure
honestly a portion of the spoils adequate to keep body and
soul in company, that the former, strengthened by toil, may
enjoy a vigourous sense of existence, and the latter be
free to watch its own motions and imbibe the simple
thoughts of primitive poetry and philosophy. In all our
modern reading, unlike as the situation and circumstances
are, and different as Mr. THOREAU is from DIOGENES in many
respects, we have not met with so complete a suggestion of
what used to be considered, by the vulgar at least, a
philosopher. He realizes the popular notion of an
impracticable, a man who rails at society and is disposed
to submit to as few of its trammels as possible, and who
has the credit of resources within himself which the
majority of people do not possess, and, in fact, do not
much care for. The world is very ready to give the title,
for it is of very little mercantile value, and the world
can afford to part with it. On his part, the philosopher
can return the compliment. He says to the hard workers
about him, my friends, you are all wrong, shortening your
lives in toil and vanities, working for that which does not
profit, and reaping an endless harvest of failure and
dismay. Ninety-seven out of every hundred merchants, he
continues, according to an old calculation, fail in
business, and it is pretty safe to put down the other three
as rogues. As in merchandize, [sic] so in farming. People
are toiling with real pain after imaginary pleasure. The
true secret of life is to ask for little; to live on the
minimum.
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Mr. THOREAU has made the experiment. Entering manhood
with a good education and a vigourous frame, he has, after
various attempts, come to the conclusion, recorded in his
book, that, after all, “the occupation of a day labourer
was the most independent of any, especially as it
required only thirty or forty days in a year to support
one.” School-keeping he had tried; but that, as a trade,
was a failure. There was no love in it, and it did not
gratify the mind; beside, it was expensive:—he was
“obliged to dress and train, not to say think and believe
accordingly, and time was lost in the bargain.” Trade was
still worse. It was tried, but the experimentalist for
freedom found “it would take ten years to get underway in
that, and that then he should probably be on his way to
the devil.” He was “actually afraid that he might by that
time be doing what is called a good business.” At one
time, when he was looking about to see what he could do
for a living, some sad experience in conforming to the
wishes of friends being fresh in his mind to tax his
ingenuity, “he thought often and seriously of picking
huckleberries”; which indeed would not be a very selfsacrificing occupation, and certainly has its agreeable
features. The difficulty is, the season of huckleberries
is short, the demand limited, and it requires so little
capital of head or pocket that,—if it would pay,—it would
soon be overstocked. We fear it would not be adequate to
the support of a family in respectability, and that if it
could be generally adopted, much of what is valuable in
the present system of society, school-houses, churches,
lyceums, architecture, opera, and generally all costly
things, would go by the board. However this may be, for
more than five years Mr. THOREAU supported himself by
about six weeks’ labor of his hands per annum; and the
conclusion to which he came was “a conviction both by
faith and experience, that to maintain one’s self on this
earth is not a hardship, but a pastime, if we will live
simply and wisely, as the pursuits of the simpler nations
are still the sports of the more artificial,” which is a
point in illustration exceedingly well made, and is
really a poetical defence of the author’s theory. He
adds, “It is not necessary that a man should earn his
living by the sweat of his brow, unless he sweats easier
than I do.” Mr. THOREAU is thus at war with the political
economy of the age. It is his doctrine that the fewer
wants man has the better; while in reality civilization
is the spur of many wants. To give a man a new want is to
give him a new pleasure and conquer his habitual rust and
idleness.
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The greater his needs and acquisitions, the greater his
safety; since he may fall back from one advance post to
another, as he is pressed by misfortune, and still keep
the main citadel untouched. He may give up his couch and
still keep his gig; resign his Madeira and retain at least
his small beer; if he fails as an orator he may be
eloquent in the parlor or the school-room; a condemned
poet may cut down into a profitable prose-writer; the
bankrupt citizen may become a proud villager. He has, by
his devotion to luxury, the fostering of his spiritual
appetites, his deference to the standards set up about
him, interposed a long series of steps, which he may
gradually descend, before he touches the bottom one, of
starvation. As a general thing in the world, the people
who aim at most get most. The philosophical negation keeps
no account in the bank and starves. Nay, it keeps robbing
itself till from him that hath not is taken away even that
which he hath. In the woods, on the edge of a fine pond,
aloof from markets and amusements, our author begins to
doubt even of his favourite and ultimate resource of
fishing. Life and reality seem oozing out of his feeble
grasp, and he holds to the world only by the slender
filament of a metaphysical whim. Says he in his chapter
on the “higher laws”:

[Reprints “Higher Laws,” pages 213.33-214.35.]
With the preparation in his experiences which we have
alluded to, Mr. THOREAU, in the spring of 1845, borrowed
an axe, and set forth to level a few trees, for the site
of a house, on the edge of Walden pond, in a wood near
Concord. He did not own the land, but was permitted to
enjoy it. He dropped a few pines and hewed timbers, and
for boards bought out the shanty of JAMES COLLINS, an
Irishman who worked on the Fitchburg railroad, for the
sum of four dollars, twenty-five cents. From his
allusion, he was assisted, we presume, in the raising, by
EMERSON and other friendly literary celebrities of the
region. Starting early in the spring, long before winter
he had secured, with the labour of his hands, “a tight
shingled and plastered house, ten feet wide by fifteen
long, and eight feet posts, with a garret and a closet,
a large window on each side, two trap doors, one door at
the end and a brick fire-place opposite.” The exact cost
of the house is given:

[Reprints “Economy,” page 49.3-26.]
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The rest of the account is curious, and will show “upon
what meats CAESAR fed,” that he has interested the world
so greatly in his housekeeping:

[Reprints “Economy,” pages 58.33-60.32.]
He had nothing further to do after his “family baking,”
which, the family consisting of a unit, could not have
been large or have come round very often, than to read,
think and observe. HOMER was his favourite book; the
thinking was unlimited, and the observation that of a man
with an instinctive tact for the wonders of natural
history. On this last point we cannot give the author too
high praise. He has a rare felicity of sight and
description, which IZAAK WALTON would have approved of and
ALEXANDER WILSON envied. To many of his moral speculations
we could take exceptions. He carries his opposition to
society too far. A self-pleasing man should have a more
liberal indulgence for the necessities of others, and
something more cheerful to tell the world than of its
miseries. We should be sorry to think this a true picture
of the “industrial classes”:

[Reprints “Economy,” pages 6.25-7.35.]
And again:

[Reprints “Economy,” pages 37.17-38.11 and 38.27-32.]
We are all wrong, it seems, and had better go back to
savage life. The “lendings” of society and civilization
are all impediments. The railroad is a humbug, the postoffice an absurdity, for there are really no letters worth
reading, it is “a penny for your thoughts”: all “mud and
slush of opinion and prejudice and tradition and delusion
and appearance,—alluvion which covers the globe, through
Paris and London, through New York and Boston and Concord,
through Church and State, through poetry, philosophy, and
religion.” Rising to transcendental emotion, our author
exclaims,

[Reprints “Where I Lived, and What I Lived For,”
page 98.19-30.]
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This excessive love of individuality and these constant
Fourth-of-July declarations of independence, look very
well on paper, but they will not bear the test of a
practical examination. We say excessive, for there is no
doubt there is such a thing as a neglect of a proper
cultivation of a man’s isolated, individual self. In many
things “the world is too much with us”; the soul needs
retirement, sequestration, repose. We are slaves to idle
expenses, and “walk in a vain show.” “Poor Richard” might
come among us with profit and tell us how dearly we are
paying for the whistle, and show us how much richer we
might become, not by acquiring more but by wanting less.
But let us look at Mr. THOREAU’s contempt for the labouring
of the harassed farmer. We may admit that the yoke is on
his shoulder, as well as on the neck of his patient ox; but
where is the condition of life which has not its yoke of
some fashion or other? We cannot all be philosophers, or
affect the pleasures of a hermit life in the wilderness.
Even “the mean and sneaking fellows,” whom THOREAU, in the
kindness of his sublimated philanthropy, so tenderly
describes, have their little compensations of pleasure and
satisfaction, and no doubt frequently pitied the recluse
of Walden at his lone habitation in the wood. His pleasure,
stretched out on a piece of damp turf, displacing with his
frame huge shoals of insect life, and gazing intently on
space in an arduous endeavour to think that he is thinking;
this sort of enjoyment would be simple misery to the
“swinkt hedger,” the poor unthinking clown, who
like a lackey, from the rise to set,
Sweats in the eye of Phoebus, and all night
Sleeps in Elysium; next day, after dawn,
Doth rise and help Hyperion to his horse;
And follows so the ever-running year,
With profitable labour, to his grave.
The man of toil, with all his woes, has probably the common
permanent consolation of humanity, he does not toil always,
and with the sterile harvest of his fields he reaps, too,
some bounties of friendly countenances in his little sphere
of society, the treasures, perhaps, of wife and children;
and though he is sublimely unconscious of Eddas and
Zendavestas, he can read his Bible—the best book which any
sage has in his library—and learn from it that there is a
felicity in labouring patiently and cheerfully in one’s
vocation, and doing one’s duty in that state of life in
which it has pleased GOD to call us. Retiring from
civilized life, in a vain attempt to escape its ills, must
be the casual chance experiment of the few, and those few
will hardly prosecute the work with any great degree of
consistency.
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There is not so much of this as in his previous book, The
Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, but a little of
this nonsense is quite too much: for example, “Our manners
have been corrupted by communication with the saints. Our
hymn-books resound with a melodious cursing of GOD and
enduring Him forever. One would say that even the prophets
and redeemers had rather consoled the fears than confirmed
the hopes of man. There is nowhere recorded a simple and
irrepressible satisfaction with the gift of life, any
memorable praise of GOD.” If we may credit the quotations
of the writer of this unhappy passage, he enjoys a
privileged literary intimacy with CONFUCIUS; if it would
not be taken as an impertinence, we should like to ask if
he has ever perused the Psalms of DAVID. The fact is, that
the great discoveries and revelations of Mr. THOREAU’s
solitude turn out to be very familiar affairs after all.
Wriggle as he may among his scraps of SHEIK SADI and the
VISHNU PURANA, he will find it difficult to bring forward
anything of a sacred character, or illustrating human life,
which is not included with tenfold more effect in the Bible.
His aphorisms from these old oriental sources are
frequently very happy; but it is the most pitiful
affectation to use them as he occasionally does. Humour is
not the author’s highest faculty, but we may suspect the
exercise at least of an ingenious pleasantry, when he
treats us to this significant quotation. “Says the poet Mîr
Camar Uddîn Mast, ‘Being seated to run through the region
of the spiritual world, I have had this advantage in books.
To be intoxicated by a single glass of wine; I have
experienced this pleasure when I have drunk the liquor of
the esoteric doctrines.’”
We may, after all, be looking at this matter too seriously.
The author, in spite of his sarcasm and denunciations, is
only playing the part of an individual humourist. He knows
as much as any one how much he is indebted to civilization;
and is only taking a view of life dramatically, as an onlooker for the moment. In this view he carries out the
humour admirably. A book was published some years since,
entitled “The Hermit in London,” which, though it was quite
successful, had not half the humour or philosophical
amusement of this volume. Who but a man who had projected
himself as it were into another state of being could see so
clearly the humours of the village life.
THE VILLAGE.

[Reprints “The Village,” pages 167.22-168.33.]
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There is some geniality in this, as there is in the sketch
of the Homeric or Paphlagonian man who came along from
Canada, who is thus introduced.
A CHARACTER.

[Reprints “Visitors,” pages 144.13-145.36.]
We could add to these pleasant extracts many of the
natural history observations, which, as we have said, are
the writer’s forte. The agriculture, the woods, the life of
the pond, are all eminently well described. He was
fortunate one day to witness that remarkable sight, a
battle between two forces of red and black ants, of which
a rather poetical account, rivalling the combats of Turks
and Russians, was once given by a M. HANHART, an
improvement upon HUBER which LEIGH HUNT has pleasantly
commented upon and the original of which may be found in
the Edinburgh Journal of Science for 1828.
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Even Mr. THOREAU, who loves the society of lizards and
mosquitos, and can eat an acorn with as much zest as any
man, cuts the pleasing connection after awhile, and hastens
back to civilization, to secure the admiration of the very
vicious public whose unprofitable heart-aches and barren
pursuits he had, for the moment, abandoned. Why was not Mr.
THOREAU satisfied with carving his elegies on the bark of
trees, mingling his philosophic ejaculations with the wild
laugh of the loon, or swelling the brimming flood of Walden
Pond with his sympathetic tears? We hold that in publishing
he has given up the whole argument. Seriously, he cannot
expect many people to follow his example; comically, his
experience is published as a curiosity, a piece of
quaintness, an affectation for the simple amusement of a
wicked world.
Look where the author’s principles would carry him were we
to listen to his suggestions, and follow this instinct of
our nature for idleness and the wilderness. This day, if
any, would be a favourable one for putting this experiment
in operation. It is sleepy, heavily laden mid August, with
a sultry temperature, and we are writing, surrounded by
bricks and mortar, in a city which strangers are just now
avoiding on suspicion of the lugubrious pestilence lurking
in its atmosphere. We should certainly, on his showing,
neither stay here to earn money to buy his book, or earn
money by reviewing it: yet these are duties which he
challenges us to perform, and one or other of which some
considerable number of people must execute; or there will
be no sale of “Walden,” and the philosophic soul of THOREAU
will be shaken at Concord, and the face of FIELDS, most
beneficent of publishers, will lengthen, and when the
author presents himself in Washington street to receive his
six months’ profits, the results will be small, and,
instead of cash, he will be entertained with that most
bitter of all receptions for an author, when his publishers
take to analyzing his book—a critical proceeding which they
never think of attempting unless the book is a failure;
when one partner will say it was the too much Zoroaster,
and infidelity in it which killed it; another will doubt
whether the public cares very much about the infinitesimals
of insect life, or is disposed to be imaginative on
mosquitos, and a third, taking up the “Barclays of Boston,”
will venture the suggestion that Mr. THOREAU had better,
after all, emigrate to Beacon street and write a book that
will sell like that. From this fearful fate, we say, may
this author be preserved! Yet he will owe it to the tender
mercies and degraded toil of the civilization he despises,
if he is.
We are not disposed to throw any unnecessary obstacles in
the way of this author, but The Churchman would be reckless
of its duty if it were not to ask the question why Mr.
THOREAU so frequently throws doubt over and suggests a
spirit of disaffection to the sacred Scriptures.
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Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS in the New-York Home Journal, 2:1.
Walden is the history of a year passed on the shores
of a quiet New England lake. It abounds in pleasant
pictures of forest life, enlivened by such incidents
and adventures as befal[l] a contemplative dweller in
the woods. Incidents which, unimportant in themselves,
go to make up the life of almost hermit-like retiracy
which our author labours to depict. The seasons have
each their novelty and charm, and the ever-varying
aspect of the lake furnishes an endless theme for
reflection and comment. No utterance of nature is void
and trivial when listened to and sympathized with in
the spirit that inspires the recluse of Walden Pond.
The water-fowl come with the glowing leaves of autumn,
and sport on the waters of the lake, and wing their way
southward, to return in the spring; the wild pigeons
wheel along the mountains, and the jay screams among
the shrubs in the clearing; the red squirrel scampers
and chatters over the roof, and the large-eyed hare
burrows under the floor of the hut where the author,
regardless of seasons, (or rather kindly regarding
each,) lives a sort of half dreamy, half active life—
part philosopher, part hunter, and husbandsman. There
is a wealth of pure sentiment, and a graphic minuteness
of narrative and description in this work, that renders
it, beyond doubt, among the most delightful of books.
As a companion for a country ramble, or a book for city
reading, where rural longings make up for realities,
we have seldom met a better.
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS in Concord, New Hampshire State Capital Reporter, page 2,
column 5.
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“WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS.” This work, written by HENRY
D. THOREAU, and published by MESSRS. TICKNOR & FIELDS, of
Boston, a few weeks since, is one of sterling literary
merit. It has the merit of originality. The author does his
own thinking, and uses his own style of expression,
which is appropriate, vigorous and beautiful. “Walden”
has in it the essential elements of a grand Poem of
life spent in the solitude of forests and beside
beautiful waters. It is a poem in all except the
rythmical [sic] arrangement of its words. The author
writes in the fullness of the inspiration of genius,
and has stored every page of his work with thoughts, as
well as words. A pond of water, a bean-field, and a fight
between two species of ants in a door-yard, would not
be reckoned by the heedless world as matters of much
importance, but the thinking, observing and poetic
mind of the author of “Walden,” seems much in them, and
has found in them themes for pages of most fascinating
description. We have wondered at the acuteness of
observation manifested by the writer, who seemed to see
and hear everything in the world of nature around him, and
which faculty seems equalled by his powers of
expressing, with intelligibility, his ideas thus
obtained by observation. The scene of this work is in
the woods of Concord, Mass., upon the shores of Walden
Pond, where, for two years and upwards, the author
dwelt in a house built by his own hands, supporting
himself by his own labor, and who chose this retiracy
that he might the better commune with Nature in her own
solitary retreats. This work will bear reading —
indeed, we doubt, if many will be able by a single
perusal to gain a full conception of its beauties. It
can be found at any of the bookstores here, we presume.

We may presume that this very perceptive but anonymous review must have been composed by the editor of
the paper, Cyrus Barton.
The following appears on an inside cover page of the manuscript journal volume that ends with this day’s entry
(no facsimiles of these prior manuscript pages have as yet been made available on the internet):
“My faults are: — Paradoxes, — saying just the opposite, — a style which may be imitated.”

Sept. 2. The second still, misty, mizzling and rainy day. We all lie abed late. Now many more
sparrows
in the yard, larger than chip-birds [Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina (chip-bird
or hair-bird)] and showing ashy under sides as they fly. A part the same as yesterday’s. Are they
Savannahs [Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis (passerina or seringo or seringobird)], or bay-wings [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus (Bay-wing or White-in-tail or

[Transcript]
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Grass Finch or Grass-bird or seaside finch)], or both? I see but the slightest touch of white in the tail
of any. Those clear ashy beneath are cinereous about the shoulders above. A tree sparrow [American
Tree Sparrow Spizella arborea] too? though I do not see the spot. [Heard a faint warble from one
the next afternoon at about 6P.M. on apple trees.]
Opened one of my snapping turtle’s eggs. The young alive, but not very lively, with shell dark
grayish-black; yolk as big as a hazelnut; tail curled round and is considerably longer than the shell,
and slender; three ridges on back, one at edges of plates on each side of dorsal, which is very
prominent. There is only the trace of a dorsal ridge in the old. Eye open. [Vide next page.]
P.M. — By boat to Purple Utricularia Shore.
Still and cloudy, all shut in, but no rain. The flags are turned yellow along the river, quite an autumnal
scene, with commonly a strip of green left in their centres. The sparganium not changed. The
pontederias, half of them, are brown and crisp. Of pads, only the white lily are conspicuous. The
button-bushes are generally yellowing, i.e., are of an autumnal yellowish green. The black willows
are decidedly crisped and yellowish. The interrupted fern begins to yellow. The autumnal dandelion
is conspicuous on the shore. How handsome ripe grapes with the bloom on them! This rubbed off,
they show purple or black. I find some quite sweet which have ripened on a rock. They are a noble
fruit to the eye. The waxwork is fairly yellow on all hands. Now is the time to gather it. Ivy leaves
on some plants are yellow, scarlet, and dull-red besides green.
I see white lilies wide open at 2.30 P.M. They are half open even at 5 P.M. in many places this moist
cloudy day and thus late in their season. Still a few pontederias also. I see dogsbane still in flower.
The Bidens Beckii is oftenest eaten (?) off just below the blossom. Saw what I think must be a
solitary wood (?) duck [Wood Duck Aix sponsa]. Started it several times, driving it before me up
the river, getting within twenty rods. It uttered a shrill quacking each time. Bathed at Hubbard’s. The
water is surprisingly cold on account of the cool weather and rain, but especially since the rain of
yesterday morning. It is a very important and remarkable autumnal change. It will not be warm again
probably.
To my great surprise I find this morning (September 3d) that the little unhatched turtle, which I
thought was sickly and dying, and left out on the grass in the rain yesterday morn, thinking it would
be quite dead in a few minutes — I find the shell alone and the turtle a foot or two off vigorously
crawling, with neck outstretched (holding up its head and looking round like an old one) and feet
surmounting every obstacle. It climbs up the nearly perpendicular side of a basket with the yolk
attached. They thus not only continue to live after they are dead, but begin to live before they are
alive!
Are those large rigid green clusters the dried fertile flowers of the black ash? The keys are formed
and appear ripe.
The moderate mizzling rain of yesterday and to-day is the first (excepting the slight shower in the
eve of the 26th ult.) since that moderate one of August 4th. Yet this brings down leaves, cools the
rivers and ponds, and brings back ducks
and other migratory birds. I see two or three large plump
sparrows
hopping along on the button-bushes and eating the rnikania blossoms, sometimes
perching on the lower mossy stems and uttering a faint chip, with crown distinctly divided by a light
line and another light line over eye, light throat and vent, ashy (?) breast and beneath, without spot.
Is it not the white-throated sparrow [White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis]?
Observed a large clam at the Bath Place, where they have not gone down, — apparently quite old,
with a sort of wart-like protuberances, as if the shell were worn into hollows while the harder parts
were prominent. The shell, where worn, green, the end shaggy with a kind of moss or alga. A sort of
Aster longifolius, some days by Mill Brook on Lowell road, but with not long, loose, green-tipped
scales, i.e. not squarrose. Call this A. tenuifolius for present. (It may be carneus.)
Two-leaved Solomon's-seal berries red.
I have not allowed enough probably for the smoke mixed with the haze in the late drought. The fires
in woods and meadows have been remarkably numerous and extensive all over the country, the earth
and vegetation have been so dry, especially along railroads and on mountains and pine plains. Some
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meadows are said to have been burned three feet deep! On some mountains it burns all the soil down
to the rock. It catches from the locomotive, from sportsmen’s wadding, and from burning brush and
peat meadows. In all villages they smell smoke, especially at night. On Lake Champlain, the pilots
of steamboats could hardly see their course, and many complained that the smoke made their eyes
smart and affected their throats. Bears, it is said, have in some instances been compelled to migrate.
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September 4, Monday, 1854: Italian soprano Giula Grisi performed opera selections at New-York’s Castle
Garden.
“I have provided my little snapping turtle with a tub of water and mud, and it is surprising how fast he learns
to use his limbs and this world. He actually runs, with the yolk still trailing from him, as if he had got new
vigor from contact with the mud. The insensibility and toughness of his infancy makes our life, with its disease
and low spirits, ridiculous. He impresses me as the rudiment of a man worthy to inhabit the earth. He is born
with a shell. That is symbolical of his toughness. His shell being so rounded and sharp on the back at this age.
He [sic??] can turn over without trouble.” Tortoise Eggs In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went to climbing fern,
and at 7:30 PM he went by boat to Fair Haven Bay (Gleason J7).
Thoreau and other Concordians had lent Michael Flannery enough money to enable him to send for his wife
Ann Flannery and children from Ireland, and Flannery was still repaying this advance by passing on to
Thoreau three-quarters of the wages he was earning from Elijah Wood. On this day Waldo Emerson made an
entry in his account book that the latest payment, of $2.50 , left a balance due of $2.50 on the funds that
Emerson himself had advanced:
Sept. 4 Recd. from Henry Thoreau on a/c of cash loaned
to Mr. Flanery [sic] last year
2.50
balance still due 2.50

THOREAU ON THE IRISH
Dr. Bradley P. Dean has expressed the considered opinion on the basis of his research, that “It is likely that
Emerson and a few others who had signed the subscription paper Thoreau had circulated on October 12, 1853,
had lent Flannery a sum of money that was insufficient for his need, and that Thoreau had lent Flannery the
difference. There is evidence that Michael worked for Mr. Thoreau’s graphite business, and he very likely did
so to earn money to pay off what must have been his substantial debts to Thoreau, Emerson, and his other
neighbors. But Flannery’s debt to Thoreau was, of course, more than money alone could repay, and this debt
continued to mount. When Ann Flannery and her brood arrived from Ireland, the first house they went to was
the Thoreaus’ house on Main Street in Concord. There is no record of how long the Flannerys boarded with
the Thoreaus before Michael was able to find accommodations for them elsewhere.”
The USS Susquehanna and USS Southampton got underway out of Hong Kong harbor headed for home by
way of Japan. As they departed they politely saluted Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry and his side-wheel
command steam frigate USS Mississippi.
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Monday Sep 4th A multiflorus XXX Observed the undersides of a shrub willow by the river
lit by the rays of the rising sun—shining like silver or dew drops— Yet when I stood nearer & looked
down on them at a different angle they were quite dull.
I have provided my little snapping turtle with a tub of water & mud—& it is surprising how fast he
learns to use his limbs & this world. He actually runs [^with the yolk still trailing from him]. The
insensibility & as if he had got new vigor from contact with the mud.
toughness of his infancy—make our life with its disease & low spirits ridiculous— He impresses me
as the rudiment of a man worthy to inhabit the earth. He is born with a shell— That is symbolical of
his toughness.
His shell being so rounded & sharp on the back at this age he can turn over without trouble.
Pm to Flowering [written and then canceled in pencil: Climbing] Fern—
Polyg. articulatum ap 3 or 4 days— In the wood paths I find a great many of the cast-steel soap
galls—more or less fresh—[^some are saddled on the twigs] They are now dropping from the shrub
oaks. Is not Art itself a gall? Nature is stung by God & the seed of man planted in her— The artist
changes the direction of nature—& makes her grow according to his idea. If the gall was anticipated
when the oak was made—so was the canoe when the birch was made. Genius stings nature & she
grows according to its idea.
7 1/2 To F.H.P by boat — full moon [vertical pencil line through word] — bats flying about.
[^skaters &] water bugs? like sparks [3] of fire on the surface between us & the moon The high shore
above the RR bridge was very simple & grand—1st the bluish sky with the moon & a few brighter
stars—then {drawing} the near high level bank—like a distant mountain ridge or a dark cloud in the
E horizon—then its reflection in the water—making it double—& finally the glassy water—& the
sheen in4 one spot on the white lily pads— Some willows for relief in the distance on the right. It
was Ossianic.
(I noticed this afternoon that bubbles would not readily form on the water—& soon burst forth on
account of the late rains which have changed its quality. There is prob. less stagnation & scum
scum— It is less adhesive [large bracketing mark around “adhesive”].)
A fine transparent mist Lily bay seemed as wide as a lake— you referred the shore back to the clam
shell hills— The mere edge which a flat shore presents makes no [Vertical pencil line from here
through line beginning “moon &...”] [“in” blotted] distinct impression on the [vertical pencil line
runs length of page] eye—& if seen at all appears as the base of the distant hills— Commonly a slight
mist yet more conceals it. The dim [^low] shore but a few rods distant is seen as the base of the
[^distant] hills whose distance you know— The low shore, if not entirely concealed by the low
mist—is seen against the distant hills & passes for their immediate base. For the same reason hills
near the water appear much more steep than they are. We hear a faint metallic chip from a sparrow on
the button bushes or willows now & then. Rowse was struck by the simplicity of nature now—The
sky the greater part [vertical pencil line through “part”] —then a little dab of earth— & after some
water near you. Looking up the reach beyond Clam [“Clam” altered from lower case (see “Shell”)]
Shell—the moon on our east quarter—its sheen was reflected for half a mile from the pads & the
rippled water next them on that side—while the willows lined the shore in indistinct black masses—
like trees made with India ink— (without distinct branches) & it looked like a sort of broadway with
the sun reflected from its pavements. Such willows might be made with soot or smoke merely—
lumpish with fine edges. Meanwhile Fair H. Hill [horizontal pencil line under word runs into
margin] seen blue through the [11] [transparent] mist—was as large & imposing as 12Wachusett—
& we seemed to be approaching the Highlands of the river. A mt pass. Where the river had burst
through mts. A high mt would be no more imposing.
Now I began to hear owls—screech (?) owls at a distance up stream—but we hardly got nearer to
them as if they retreated before us— At length when off Wheelers grape & cranberry meadow we
heard one near at hand. The rythm of it was pe-pe-ou [^this once or twice repeated] but more of a
squeal— & somewhat human. Or do not all strange sounds thrill us as human—till we have learned
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to refer them to their proper source. They appeared to answer one another half a mile apart—could
be heard from far woods a mile off.
The wind has risen & the echo is poor—it does not reverberate up & down the river— No sound of
a bullfrog, but steadily the [^mole] cricket (like—rana palustris) along shore.
Rowse heard a whippoorwill at Sleepy Hollow tonight. No scent of muskrats.
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September 9, Saturday, 1854: The Hancock and Fenimore Cooper went to sea and the US store ship
Lexington departed for the United States of America.
A publication depicted Boston Harbor, and Lafayette’s grave:
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Sept. 9. This morning I find a little hole, three quarters of an inch or an inch over, above my
small tortoise eggs, and find a young tortoise coming out (apparently in the rainy night) just beneath.
It is the Sternothærus odoratus — already has the strong scent — and now has drawn in its head and
legs. I see no traces of the yolk, or what-not, attached. It may have been out of the egg some days.
Only one as yet. I buried them in the garden June 15th.

[Transcript]
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I am affected by the thought that the earth nurses these eggs. They are planted in the earth, and the
earth takes care of them; she is genial to them and does not kill them. It suggests a certain vitality
and intelligence in the earth, which I had not realized. This mother is not merely inanimate and
inorganic. Though the immediate mother turtle abandons her offspring. the earth and sun are kind to
them. The old turtle on which the earth rests takes care of them while the other waddles off. Earth
was not made poisonous and deadly to them. The earth has some virtue in it; when seeds are put into
it, they germinate; when turtles’ eggs, they hatch in due time. Though the mother turtle remained and
brooded them, it would still nevertheless be the universal world turtle which through her, cared for
them as now. Thus the earth is the mother of all creatures.
Garfield said that one of his sons, while they were haying in the river meadows once, found a
hundred little pickerel, an inch or inch and a half long, in [a] little hole in the meadow not bigger
than a bushel basket and nearly dry. He took them out and put them into the river. Another time he
himself found many hundred in a ditch, brought them home, and put them into his large tub. They
there lived a spell without his feeding them, but, small as they were, lived on one another, and you
could see the tails sticking out their mouths. It would seem as if their spawn was deposited in those
little muddy-bottomed hollows in the meadows where we find the schools of young thus landlocked.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
September 11, Monday, 1854: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry and Lieutenant Silas Bent left the sidewheel steam frigate USS Mississippi and started passage home to the United States of America aboard the
British mail steamer Ganges via an overland route. The USS Mississippi saw its Commodore off with a 17gun salute as his Broad Pennant was being hauled down. Plans for the USS Mississippi itself to go to sea would
be forestalled by bad weather. (Some sources disagree, suggesting instead that Perry and Bent had left aboard
the Peninsular & Oriental mail steamer Hindostan and would travel via the Isthmus of Suez toward European
destinations.) In any event, Perry would journey via Ceylon to the Isthmus of Suez and on to Europe, and from
there on to American ports — and thus would arrive on our East Coast in advance of his USS Mississippi.
Henry Thoreau was being written to by an aspiring author Catharine V. Devero or Devereaux in Millbury,
Massachusetts.

To: HDT
From: Catharine V. Devero [Emily Thornwell]
Date: 9/11/54
H.D. Thoreau.
Millbury, Mass.,
Sept. 11, 1854.
Henry D. Thoreau, Esq.:
My Dear Sir;—
Though personally unknown to you, I doubt not you will pardon any
unbecoming liberty which I may be taking, in addressing you this
line, for the purpose of kindly soliciting a favor at your hands.
Though you probably scarce recall to mind the name of so obscure
a laborer, as myself, in the ranks of those who endeavor to serve
their race, in some humble degree, in the walks of literature,—you
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will permit me to refer to a little work on which I am now engaged,
the title of which, “The Rainbow around the Tomb: or Rays of Hope
and Beauty for Those Who Mourn”, will foreshadow to you mind its
scope and object;—and, to render its contents still better adapted to
the end in view, I have thought you might not deem it an entirely
ungracious exaction upon your time and courtesy, were I to ask of
you the very special favor of a fragment—anything—from your own
versatile and beautiful pen, pertinent to the use intended.
It is with no shadow of mere personal accrument in view, that I make
this request (not a small one, I am quite sensible,) and crave your
kind response.
Page 2
My little volume is divided into four departments: Death in the
Springtime of Innocence,—Death in the Summer of Hope and
Promise,—Death in the Autumn of Maturity and Wisdom,—Death in
the Winter of Silvered Age;—in any one of which, I beg to assure
you, I shall be sincerely grateful for a contribution, in prose or
verse, from yourself.
Let me add that this is not a mercenary but an eleemosynary effort,
on my part, induced by the bereavements which have stricken and
saddened my own heart;—an offering of love, hope, sympathy and
cheer, for all who mourn, and such an one as I have the utmost
confidence you will approve. And yet I feel that I am making a
formidable demand upon your good offices, knowing, as I do, that
your mind is necessarily occupied with other and more important
duties. But if, in some fragmentary moments of comparative leisure,
you shall be willing to answer my desire, I will be very grateful to
you for your pains-taking kindness, and will most cheerfully
compensate you for your trouble.
Hoping, dear sir, that you are well, and that the dealings of
providence may always be gently tempered to the necessities of your
health and happiness,—I subscribe myself,
Yours,
With sincere respect and esteem,
(Mrs.) Catharine V. Devero.
Page 3
Postmark: MILLBURY
SEP
1x1
MASS.
Postage: PAID
3
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Address: Henry D. Thoreau, Esq.,
Concord,
Mass.
“Measured to-day the little Sternothaerus odoratus which came September 9 out in the garden.” Tortoise Eggs:
Henry Thoreau surveyed a woodlot near Great Meadows (Gleason D8) belonging to Daniel Shattuck. His
sketch shows the land of the Colonel Holbrook who lived opposite the Concord Free Public Library. Great
Meadows land seems to have had numerous owners as the grasses were used to mulch crops.
View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public
Library:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm
(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be
recovered.)
View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:
http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_surveys/110.htm

Sept. 11. Measured to-day the little Sternothærus odoratus which came out the ground in
the garden September 9th. Its shell is thirty-two fortieths of an inch long, by twenty-five fortieths
wide. It has a distinct dorsal ridge, and its head and flippers are remarkably developed. Its raised
back and dorsal ridge, as in the case of the mud turtle, enable it to turn over very easily. It may have
been hatched some time before it came out, for not only there was no trace of the yolk (?), but its
shell was much wider than the egg, when it first came out of the ground. I placed a sieve over it, and
it remained in the hole it had made mostly concealed the two rainy days, — the 9th and 10th, — but
to-day I found it against the edge of the sieve, its head and legs drawn in and quite motionless, so
that you would have said the pulses of life had not fairly begun to beat. I put it into the tub on the
edge of the mud. It seems that it does not have to learn to walk, but walks at once. It seems to have
no infancy such as birds have. It is surprising how much cunning it already exhibits. It is defended
both by its form and color and its instincts. As it lay on the mud, its color made it very inobvious,
but, besides, it kept its head and legs drawn in and perfectly still, as if feigning death—, but this was
not sluggishness. At a little distance I watched it for ten minutes or more. At length it put its head
out far enough to see if the coast was clear, then, with its flippers, it turned itself toward the water
(which element it had never seen before), and suddenly and with rapidity launched itself into it and
clove to the bottom. Its whole behavior was calculated to enable it to reach its proper element safely
and without attracting attention. Not only was it made of a color and form (like a bit of coal) which
alone almost effectually concealed it, but it was made, infant as it was, to be perfectly still as if
inanimate and then to move with rapidity when unobserved. The oldest turtle does not show more,
if so much, cunning. I think I may truly say that it uses cunning and meditates how it may reach the
water in safety. When I first took it out of its hole on the morning of the 9th, it shrunk into its shell
and was motionless, feigning death. That this was not sluggishness, I have proved. When to-day it
lay within half an inch of the water’s edge, it knew it for a friendly element and, without deliberation
or experiment, but at last, when it thought me and all foes unobservant of its motions, with
remarkable precipitation it committed itself to it as if realizing a long-cherished idea. Plainly all its
motions were as much the result of what is called instinct as is the act of sucking in infants. Our own
subtlest [sic] is likewise but another kind of instinct. The wise man is a wise infant obeying his finest
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and never-failing instincts. It does not so much impress me as an infantile beginning of life as an
epitome of all the past of turtledom and of the earth. I think of it as the result of all the turtles that
have been.
The little snapping turtle lies almost constantly on the mud with its snout out of water. It does not
keep under water long. Yesterday in the cold rain, however, it lay buried in the mud all day!
Surveying this forenoon, I saw a small, round, bright-yellow gall (some are red on one side), as big
as a moderate cranberry, hard and smooth, saddled on a white oak twig. So I have seen them on the
swamp white, the chinquapin, and the white, not to mention the Castile-soap one on the ilicifolia
acorn edge.
This is a cold evening with a white twilight, and threatens frost, the first in these respects decidedly
autumnal evening. It makes us think of wood for the winter. For a week or so the evenings have been
sensibly longer, and I am beginning to throw off my summer idleness. This twilight is succeeded by
a brighter starlight than heretofore.
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September 12, Tuesday, 1854: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi went to sea on her voyage home
to the United States of America. She stood out of the Victoria harbor and through the Lymoon passage, with
the USS Vincennes and the Porpoise also underway. The bad weather would continue, and William Speiden,
Jr. would contemplate whether he had any regrets abandoning China, whether he would miss those
acquaintances he was leaving behind — though he had described the majority of English residents he had
found there to be “a regular snobby sett [set].” He noted that although the Chinese pilot who helped guide them
out of harbor had gone back to the port, another Chinese citizen with him had chosen to remain on board as a
waiter. In 1856, he would return to work in Hong Kong as a US naval storekeeper — so all this can’t have been
that bad an experience.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went to Hubbard’s Bath:

Sept. 12. Tuesday. A cool, overcast day threatening a storm. Yesterday, after the two days’
cold rain, the air was very clear and fine-grained. This is a phenomenon we observe now after dogdays, until it is summed up in Indian summer.
P.M. — To Hubbard Bath.
Methinks these cool cloudy clays are important to show the colors of some flowers, — that with an
absence of light their own colors are more conspicuous and grateful against the cool, moist, darkgreen earth, — the Aster puniceus (the most densely massed), the (now beginning to prevail)
Tradescanti, purple gerardia, etc., etc. The river has at length risen perceptibly, and bathing I find it
colder again than on the 2d, so that I stay in but a moment. I fear that it will not again be warm. The
weeds in midstream are mostly drowned and are washing up to the shore, —much vallisneria and
heart-leaf (with its threadlike stems) are added to the previous wreck. (Vide September 5th.)
A sprinkling drove me back for an umbrella, and I started again for Smith’s hill via Hubbard’s Close.
I see plump young bluebirds [Bluebird, Eastern Sialia sialis] in small flocks along the fences,
with only the primaries and tail a bright blue, the other feathers above dusky ashy-brown, tipped with
white. How much more the crickets are heard a cool, cloudy day like this! Is it not partly because the
air is stiller? I see the Epilobium molle (?) (linear) in Hubbard’s Close still out, but I cannot find a
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trace of the fringed gentian. I scare pigeons [Passenger Pigeons Ectopistes migratorius] from
Hubbard’s oaks beyond. How like the creaking of trees the slight sounds they make! Thus they are
concealed. Not only their prating or quivet is like a sharp creak, but I heard a sound from them like
a dull grating or creaking of bough on bough. I see the small aster (?) in the woods with ink-black
spots at the base of the leaves. (It looks like a dumosus, but has no flowers.) White oak acorns have
many of them fallen. They are small and very neat light-green acorns, with small cups, commonly
arranged two by two close together, often with a leaf growing between them; but frequently three,

forming a little star with three rays, looking very artificial. Some black scrub acorns have fallen, and
a few black oak acorns also have fallen. The red oak began to fall first. Thorn apples are now
commonly ripe and the prinos berries are conspicuous. Beside many white birch I now see many
chestnut leaves fallen and brown in the woods. There is now at last some smell of fungi in the woods
since the rains.
On a white oak beyond Everett’s orchard by the road, I see quite a flock of pigeons, their blue-black
droppings and their feathers spot the road. The bare limbs of the oak apparently attracted them,
though its acorns are thick on the ground. These are found whole in their crops. They swallow them
whole. I should think from the droppings that they had been eating berries. I hear that Weatherbee
caught ninety-two dozen last week.
I see maple viburnum berries blue-black with but little bloom. No full cymes, and the cymes rather
less spreading than the other kinds. Some time. Now, especially, the strong bracing scent of the
delicate fern by the Saw Mill Brook path. Dicksonia? or a coarser? How long has the mitchella been
ripe? I see many still perfectly green in the swamp. Fruit of the damp and mossy forest floor ripening
amid the now mildewy and bracing fern scent of the damp wood. Medeola berries shining black (or
perhaps dark blue-black?) on long peduncles; how long? The whorls of leaves now stand empty for
most part like shallow saucers, with their purple centres and bare peduncles.
I hear that many upland plover [x] have been seen on the burnt Brooks’s meadow.
Marsh speedwell and yellow Bethlehem-star still out.
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September 21, Thursday, 1854: The USS Porpoise, a 10-gun brig with approximately 80 men on board,
was somehow lost at sea sometime after this date. No trace has ever been found.
LOST AT SEA

When the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi arrived at Shimoda, Japan, the Susquehanna and
Southampton were already at anchor.
By this date Henry Thoreau had asked his publisher to send a copy of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS to
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H.G.O. Blake in Worcester. He wrote Blake about this, and his letter helps us date the first delivery of his

“What Shall It Profit?” sermon:
I have agreed to go a-lecturing to Plymouth, Sunday after next
(October 1) and to Philadelphia in November, and thereafter to the
West, if they shall want me; and, as I have prepared nothing in that
shape, I feel as if my hours were spoken for. (CORRESPONDENCE

To: H.G.O. Blake
From: HDT
Date: 9/21/54
Concord [S]ep 21st ’54
Blake,
I have just read your
letter, but do not mean now to
answer it, solely for want of time
to say what I wish. I directed a
copy of Walden to you at Ticknor’s on
Page 2
the day of its publication, and it should

Brad Dean’s
Commentary
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have reached you before. I am encouraged to know that it interests you
as it now stands — a printed book —
for you apply a very severe test to
it — you make the highest demand on me.
Page 3
[As for the excursion you]
speak of, I should like it right
well, indeed I thought of proposing the same thing to you &
Brown some months ago. Perhaps if would have been better if
I had done so then, for in that
case I should have been able
to enter into it with that infinite margin to my views-spotless of all engagements-Page 4
which I think so necessary. A[s]
it is, I have agreed to go alecturing to Plymouth Sunday af[ter]
next (Oct 1st) and to Philadelp[hia]
in November — and thereafter to
the [west,] if they shall want me,
and as I have prepared nothing
in that shape, I feel as if [my]
Page 5
However, I think that after
having been to Plymouth I may
take a day or two. — if that
date will suit you & Brown. At
any rate, I will write to you
then[.]
Henry D. Thoreau.
In the afternoon Thoreau went to Flint’s, or Sandy, Pond (Gleason J10).

Sept. 21. Thursday. P.M. — To Flint’s Pond.
The first frost in our yard last night, the grass white and stiff in the morning. The muskmelon vines
are now blackened in the sun. There have been some frosts in low grounds about a week. The
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forenoon is cold, and I have a fire, but it is a fine clear day, as I find when I come forth to walk in
the afternoon, a fine-grained air with a seething or shimmering in it, as I look over the fields, — days
which remind one of the Indian summer that is to come. Do not these days always succeed the first
frosty mornings?
The woods generally may now be said to be fairly beginning to turn (this with the first noticeable
frost). The red maples, especially at a distance, begin to light their fires, some. turning yellow, and
within the woods many oak, e.g. scarlet and black and chestnut, and other leaves begin to show their
colors. Those leaves of the young white oaks which have changed dull salmon, crimson, scarlet
(many incline to crimson) are mostly within the tree and partially concealed by the green leaves.
They are handsomest looking up from below, the light through them.
With this bright, clear, but rather cool air the bright yellow of the autumnal dandelion is in harmony
and the heads of the dilapidated goldenrods. The gentian is already frost-bitten, [A question-mark in
pencil is inserted here.] almost as soon as it is open. Those pretty little white oak acorn stars of three
rays are now quite common on the ground.
Utricularia (the leafiness) abundant, and Lobelia Dortmanna still out at Flint’s Pond. That small
erect milfoil is very abundant now. The pond is low near the bathing-rock.
I hear many jays since the frosts began. The nuthatch is common in woods and on street. Hear the
chewink and the cluck of the thrasher.
I sometimes seem to myself to owe all my little success, all for which men commend me, to my
vices. I am perhaps more willful than others and make enormous sacrifices, even of others’
happiness, it may be, to gain my ends. It would seem even as if nothing good could be accomplished
without some vice to aid in it.
The leaves of the wild cherry, being sound and entire, are in some places a particularly handsome
clear, uniform what you may call cherry red, perhaps inclining to crimson, — perhaps like the stain
of cherry juice., [Vide Sept. 30.]
I am surprised to see how many leaves in the woods have been apparently eaten through on the edges
by some insect, leaving only a faded network of veins there, contrasting with the green centres. In
some places almost every leaf of the young white oaks (and black or shrub oak) and chestnuts has
this very handsome and regular pale edging as of lace-work. It is about one twelfth of an inch in
diameter, and is exceedingly regular, following strictly the outline of the leaf, however cut or lobed,
by nature or accident, and preserving the same width. As these leaves (of young oaks, etc.) are
commonly several together in one plane disposed ray-wise, —rosettes, — the effect of this edging
is enhanced. These young leaves are still of a clear and delicate and now somewhat precious green.
The extreme edge is left firm and entire, and the pulp of the leaf is eaten through only just within it.
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September 30, Saturday, 1854: Gleason’s Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion presented an image of
Concord, New Hampshire:

MAGAZINE

CONSULT THE WIKIPEDIA
Adams departed from New-York to return to the Far East with an official copy of the ratified Kanagawa treaty,
as approved by the US Senate and President Franklin Pierce.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went on the Assabet River to the Monarda Road.
(Review of Henry Thoreau’s WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS): “Walden; or, Life in the Woods,” Christian
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Inquirer [New-York], p. 2, col. 6.
A gentleman who lives five [sic] years all alone by
himself, by the side of a pond in the woods, in a house
costing $28.12, and whose yearly expenses for food,
raiment, and luxuries, amount to $19.44, and who thinks
that is the best way of living, will hardly persuade
his readers that he is free from all extravagance. If
any one, however, thinks “this is some crazy man,” he
will find himself much mistaken if he reads his book.
The great value of the work consists in the nice
observation of nature which it shows. Its author has a
rare gift not only of observing, but of describing all
he saw and heard in the woods. He is also a scholar and
a great admirer of the Greek and Latin classics. He
keeps up his college studies, loves books, music, and
pictures, though he lives in a shanty. Whatever may be
thought of his oddities, no one can deny that he has
written a work full of suggestion, and having here and
there considerable wisdom. Almost every page is marked
by a quaint humor which few can resist, and the style
throughout is singularly nervous and racy.

Sept. 30. P.M. — Via Assabet to the monarda road.
I am surprised to see that some red maples, which were so brilliant a day or two ago, have already
shed their leaves, and they cover the land and the water quite thickly. I see a countless fleet of them
slowly carried round in the still bay by the Leaning Hemlocks. I find a fine tupelo near Sam Barrett’s
now all turned scarlet. I find that it has borne much fruit — small oval bluish berries, those I see —
and a very little not ripe is still left. Gray calls it blackish-blue. It seems to be contemporary with the
sassafras. Both these trees are now particularly forward and conspicuous in their autumnal change.
I detect the sassafras by its peculiar orange scarlet half a mile distant. Acorns are generally now
turned brown and fallen or falling; the ground is strewn with them and in paths they are crushed by
feet and wheels. The white oak ones are dark and the most glossy.
The clear bright-scarlet, leaves of the smooth sumach in many places are curled and drooping,
banging straight down, so as to make a funereal impression, reminding me [of] a red sash and a
soldier’s funeral. They impress me quite as black crape similarly arranged, the bloody plants.
The conventional acorn of art is of course of no particular species, but the artist might find it worth
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his while to study Nature’s varieties again.

The song sparrow [Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia (melodia)] is still about, and the
blackbird . Saw a little bird with a distinct white spot on the wing, yellow about eye, and whitish
beneath, which I think must be one of the wrens
I saw last spring.
At present the river’s brim is no longer browned with button-bushes, for those of their leaves which
the frost had touched have already fallen entirely, leaving a thin crop of green ones to take their turn.
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Giacomo Meyerbeer was invested with the Order of the Württemberg Crown in Stuttgart, an honor which
would allow him into the nobility if he should so desire (he would not pursue this).
Review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS under the heading “New Books” in the Harrisburg PA Morning
Herald, 2:1.
“A Yankee Diogenes”—a review of Thoreau’s “Walden” [in
the October Putnam’s]—comes up to our idea of that
eccentric work.
Review of “Walden; or, Life in the Woods” in the New York Christian Inquirer, 2:6.
WALDEN Print H

A gentleman who lives five [sic] years all alone by
himself, by the side of a pond in the woods, in a house
costing $28.12, and whose yearly expenses for food,
raiment, and luxuries, amount to $19.44, and who thinks
that is the best way of living, will hardly persuade
his readers that he is free from all extravagance. If
any one, however, thinks “this is some crazy man,” he
will find himself much mistaken if he reads his book.
The great value of the work consists in the nice
observation of nature which it shows. Its author has a
rare gift not only of observing, but of describing all
he saw and heard in the woods. He is also a scholar and
a great admirer of the Greek and Latin classics. He
keeps up his college studies, loves books, music, and
pictures, though he lives in a shanty. Whatever may be
thought of his oddities, no one can deny that he has
written a work full of suggestion, and having here and
there considerable wisdom. Almost every page is marked
by a quaint humor which few can resist, and the style
throughout is singularly nervous and racy.
From England, Nathaniel Hawthorne had written to Ticknor & Fields asking for some “good,” “original”
books “with American characteristics” to show to Monckton Milnes. Ticknor & Fields responded by sending
WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS and A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS, and three other
books.
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There was a treaty with the Chippewa:

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

ARTICLE 4.
In consideration of and payment for the country hereby ceded, the
United States agree to pay to the Chippewas of Lake Superior,
annually, for the term of twenty years, the following sums, to wit:
five thousand dollars in coin; eight thousand dollars in goods,
household furniture and cooking utensils; three thousand dollars in
agricultural implements and cattle, carpenter’s and other tools and
building materials, and three thousand dollars for moral and
educational purposes, of which last sum, three hundred dollars per
annum shall be paid to the Grand Portage band, to enable them to
maintain a school at their village. The United States will also pay
the further sum of ninety thousand dollars, as the chiefs in open
council may direct, to enable them to meet their present just
engagements. Also the further sum of six thousand dollars, in
agricultural implements, household furniture, and cooking utensils,
to be distributed at the next annuity payment, among the mixed
bloods of said nation. The United States will also furnish two
hundred guns, one hundred rifles, five hundred beaver traps, three
hundred dollars’ worth of ammunition, and one thousand dollars’
worth of ready made clothing, to be distributed among the young men
of the nation, at the next annuity payment.
ARTICLE 5.
The United States will also furnish a blacksmith and assistant, with
the usual amount of stock, during the continuance of the annuity
payments, and as much longer as the President may think proper, at
each of the points herein set apart for the residence of the
Indians, the same to be in lieu of all the employees to which the
Chippewas of Lake Superior may be entitled under previous existing
treaties.
ARTICLE 6.
The annuities of the Indians shall not be taken to pay the debts of
individuals, but satisfaction for depredations committed by them
shall be made by them in such manner as the President may direct.
ARTICLE 7.
No spirituous liquors shall be made, sold, or used on any of the
lands herein set apart for the residence of the Indians, and the
sale of the same shall be prohibited in the Territory hereby ceded,
until otherwise ordered by the President.
ARTICLE 8.
It is agreed, between the Chippewas of Lake Superior and the
Chippewas of the Mississippi, that the former shall be entitled to
two-thirds, and the latter to one-third, of all benefits to be
derived from former treaties existing prior to the year 1847.
ARTICLE 9.
The United States agrees that an
sums that may be found equitably
of annuity or other thing, under
shall be paid as the chiefs may

examination shall be made, and all
due to the Indians, for arrearages
the provisions of former treaties,
direct.
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Articles of a treaty made and concluded at La Pointe, in the State
of Wisconsin, between Henry C. Gilbert and David B. Herriman,
commissioners on the part of the United States, and the Chippewa
Indians of Lake Superior and the Mississippi, by their chiefs and
headmen.
ARTICLE 1.
The Chippewas of Lake Superior hereby cede to the United States
all the lands heretofore owned by them in common with the
Chippewas of the Mississippi, lying east of the following
boundary line, to wit: Beginning at a point, where the east branch
of Snake River crosses the southern boundary line of the Chippewa
country, running thence up the said branch to its source, thence
nearly north, in a straight line, to the mouth of East Savannah
River, thence up the St. Louis River to the mouth of East Swan
River, thence up the East swan River to its source, thence in a
straight line to the most westerly bend of Vermillion River, and
thence down the Vermillion River to its mouth.
The Chippewas of the Mississippi hereby assent and agree to the
foregoing cession and consent that the whole amount of the
consideration money for the country ceded above, shall be paid to
the Chippewas of Lake Superior, and in consideration thereof the
Chippewas of Lake Superior hereby relinquish to the Chippewas of
the Mississippi, all their interest in and claim to the lands
heretofore owned by them in common, lying west of the above
boundary-line.
ARTICLE 2.
[Designation of boundary lines]
ARTICLE 3.
The United States will define the boundaries of the reserved
tracts, whenever it may be necessary, by actual survey, and the
President may, from time to time, at his discretion, cause the
whole to be surveyed, and may assign to each head of a family or
single person over twenty-one years of age, eighty acres of land
for his or their separate use: and he may, at his discretion, as
fast as the occupants become capable of transacting their own
affairs, issue patents therefor to such occupants, with such
restrictions of the power of alienation as he may see fit to
impose. And he may also, at his discretion, make rules and
regulations, respecting the disposition of the lands in case of
the death of the head of a family, or single person occupying the
same, or in case of its abandonment by them. And he may also
assign other lands in exchange for mineral lands, if any such are
found in the tracts herein set apart. And he may also make such
changes in the boundaries of such reserved tracts or otherwise,
as shall be necessary to prevent interference with any vested
rights. All necessary roads, highways, and railroads, the lines
of which may run through any of the reserved tracts, shall have
the right of way through the same, compensation being made
therefor as in other cases.
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October 1, Sunday, 1854: In Syracuse, New York, the 3d annual “Jerry Celebration” sponsored by the
Unitarian congregation of the Reverend Samuel Joseph May, honoring the freeing of Jerry McHenry from the
federal marshals who had been seeking to “return” him to his “owner” on October 1st, 1851.
Father Isaac Hecker, CSSR, wrote to Orestes Augustus Brownson.
The watch company Dennison, Howard & Davis that Aaron Lufkin Dennison had founded in 1850 in Roxbury,
Massachusetts relocated to a new factory building in Waltham and named itself the Boston Watch Company
(the name “Waltham Watch Company” is merely a generic term for any manufacturer located in Waltham who
manufactures watches anywhere in the world; in fact many of the watches said to have been manufactured by
a so-called “Waltham Watch Company” actually had been crafted in Birmingham, England).
A delay occurred as the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi tried to head out to sea from Shimoda, Japan
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ARTICLE 10.
All missionaries, and teachers, and other persons of full age, residing
in the territory hereby ceded, or upon any of the reservations hereby
made by authority of law, shall be allowed to enter the land occupied
by them at the minimum price whenever the surveys shall be completed
to the amount of one quarter section each.
ARTICLE 11.
All annuity payments to the Chippewas of Lake Superior, shall hereafter
be made at L’Anse, La Pointe, Grand Portage, and on the St. Louis
River, and the Indians shall not be required to remove from the homes
hereby set apart for them. And such of them as reside in the territory
hereby ceded, shall have the right to hunt and fish therein, until
otherwise ordered by the President.
ARTICLE 12.
In consideration of the poverty of the Bois Forte Indians who are
parties to this treaty, they having never received any annuity
payments, and of the great extent of that part of the ceded country
owned exclusively by them, the following additional stipulations are
made for their benefit. The United States will pay the sum of ten
thousand dollars, as their chiefs in open council may direct, to enable
them to meet their present just engagements. Also the further sum of
ten thousand dollars, in five equal annual payments, in blankets,
cloth, nets, guns, ammunition, and such other articles of necessity as
they may require.
They shall have
hereafter, under
equal in extent,
other bands, and

the right to
the direction
in proportion
be subject to

select their reservation at any time
of the President; and the same may be
to their numbers, to those allowed the
the same provisions.

They shall be allowed a blacksmith, and the usual smith shop supplies
and also two persons to instruct them in farming, whenever in the
opinion of the President it shall be proper, and for such length of
time as he shall direct.
It is understood that all Indians who are parties to this treaty,
except the Chippewas of the Mississippi, shall hereafter be known as
the Chippewas of Lake Superior. Provided, That the stipulation by which
the Chippewas of Lake Superior relinquishing their right to land west
of the boundary line shall not apply to the Bois Forte band who are
parties to this treaty.
ARTICLE 13.
This treaty shall be obligatory on the contracting parties, as soon as
the same shall be ratified by the President and Senate of the United
States.
In testimony whereof, the said Henry C. Gilbert, and the said David B.
Herriman, commissioners as aforesaid, and the undersigned chiefs and
headmen of the Chippewas of Lake Superior and the Mississippi, have
hereunto set their hands and seals, at the place aforesaid, this
thirtieth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four.
Henry C. Gilbert,
David B

Herriman
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with the Southampton in tow, because the Southampton ran afoul while clearing Centre Island. Things were
put to rights and they made sail with double-reefed topsails with the vessel in tow and at sundown were able
to cast it off. The USS Susquehanna had meanwhile left Shimoda, Japan for Honolulu. William Speiden, Jr.
noted that before leaving Japan, the ship’s band had gone ashore to play and had been followed by thousands
in a parade around town. “Our visit to Japan this time has been an exceedingly pleasant one.” He went on shore
during their time at Shimoda and visited friends, including Dr. Watanabe Tayarn and his wife.
Scheduling difficulties had forced the postponement of Henry Thoreau’s lecture in Plymouth, Massachusetts
by one week. He responded to Friend Daniel Ricketson’s letter of August 12th, talking about visiting
Middleboro Ponds and recommending William Gilpin’s books on nature, which he was just then reading.

To: Daniel Ricketson
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From: HDT
Date: 1 October 1854
Concord Mass, Oct 1st ’54
Dear Sir,
I had duly received your very kind and frank letter, but delayed to
answer it thus long because I have little skill as a correspondent,
and wished to send you something more than my thanks.
I was gratified by your prompt and hearty acceptance of my book.
Yours is the only word of greeting I am likely to receive from a dweller in the woods like myself, from where the whippoorwill and cuckoo
are heard, and there are better than moral clouds drifting over, and
real breezes blow.
Your account excites in me a desire to see the Middleboro Ponds, of
which I had already heard somewhat; as also of some very beautiful
ponds on the Cape, in Harwich I think, near which I once passed. I
have sometimes also thought of visiting that remnant of our Indians
still living near you.— But then, you know there is nothing like ones
native fields and lakes. The best news you send me is, not that Nature
with you is so fair and genial, but that there is one there who likes
her so well. That proves all that was asserted.
Homer, of course, you include in your list of lovers of nature – and,
by the way, let me mention here, – for this is “my thunder” lately –
Wm Gilpin’s long series of books on the Picturesque, with their illustrations. If it chances that you have not met with these, I cannot just
now frame a better wish than that you may one day derive as much
pleasure from the inspection of them as I have.
Much as you have told me of yourself, you have still I think a little
the advantage of me in this correspondence, for I have told you still
more in my book. You have therefore the broadest mark to fire at.
A young English author, Thomas Cholmondeley, is just now waiting
for me to take a walk with him – therefore excuse this very barren
note from
Yrs, hastily at last,
Henry D. Thoreau

Oct. 1. The young black birches about Walden, next the south shore, are now commonly
clear pale-yellow, very distinct at distance, like bright-yellow white birches, so slender amid the
dense growth of oaks and evergreens on the steep shores. The black birches and red maples are the
conspicuous trees changed about the pond . Not yet the oaks.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

[Transcript]

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

October 14, Saturday, 1854: Japan concluded a treaty with Great Britain.
Captain E.O.C. Ord got married with Mary Mercer Thompson in San Francisco.
Henry Thoreau wrote to H.G.O. Blake.

To: H.G.O. Blake
From: HDT
Date: 10/14/54
Concord Sat. Pm. Oct 14th ’54
Blake,
I have just returned
from Plymouth, where I have
been detained surveying much
longer than I expected.
What do you say to visiting
Wachusett next Thursday?
I will start at 7. 1/4 A.m. unless
there is a prospect of a stormy day,
go by cars to Westminster, & thence
on foot 5 or 6 miles to the
Mt top, where I may engage to
Page 2
meet you at (or before) 12.M.
If the weather is unfavorable,
I will try again—on Friday,—&
again on Monday.
If a storm comes on after starting,
I will seek you at the tavern
in Princeton Center, as soon
as circumstances will permit.
I shall expect an answer [at once]
to clinch the bargain.
Yrs
Henry D. Thoreau. <not HDT>
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Thoreau, who had at this point arrived back in Concord, was being written to by an abolitionist and
businessman and abolitionism coordinator, Asa Fairbanks, in Rhode Island, representing the Providence
Lyceum:

To: HDT
From: Asa Fairbanks
Date: 10/14/54
Providence Oct 14[.] [1854]
Henry D Thoreau
Dear Sir
Our Course of Independent[,] or
reform Lectures (ten in number) we propose
to commence [N]ext [M]onth. Will you give me
the liberty to put your name in program, and
say when it will suit your [convenience] to come.
every Lecturer will choose his own subject,
but we expect all[,] whether [Anti[S]lavery] or
what else, will be of a reformatory [Character]
who
We have engaged Theodore Parker[,] ^will give
the Introductory Nov. 1st[.] (Garrison, W. Phillips
[Thomas] W. Higginson Lucy Stone (Mrs Rose of New York[ ]
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Antoinett L[]Brown and hope to [have] Cassius [M.]
Clay, & Henry Ward Beecher, (we had a course
of these lectures last year and the receipts from
[] tickets at a low price paid expenses and [a]
fifteen to twenty dollars to the Lecturers — we
think we shall do as well this year as last, and
perhaps better[,] the Anthony [Burns affair] and the
of [S]lavery Nebraska bill, and other outrages has done much
to awaken the feeling of a class of [M]inds
heretofore [quiet,] on all questions of reform
Page 2
In getting up these popular Lectures [we]
thought [at] first, it would not do us well to have [them] too radical,
or it would be best to have a part of
the speakers of the conservative class, but experience
has shown us [Su] in Providence surely, that the
[M]asses who attend such Lectures are better suited
with reform lectures than with the old
school conservatives[.] I will thank you for an
early reply
Yours Respectfully for [true freedom]
A. Fairbanks
<miscellaneous nature notes on remainder of page, reading from opposite direction>
THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON
THEODORE PARKER

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR OCTOBER 14TH]
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October 23, Monday, 1854: William Wells Brown spoke with great sarcasm at West Chester, Pennsylvania:
“You welcomed the fugitive from European oppression, and, after shaking hands with him and congratulating
him on his escape, you turn to catch the fugitive from American oppression and return him to his chains. And
when you could find no better man to welcome, you welcomed John Mitchel, who is ready to join in the chase
with you.”
The 2d and 3d movements of the Piano Sonata no.3 op.5 of Johannes Brahms were performed for the initial
time, in Leipzig.
In an intriguing aspect of the Crimean War, the English newspaper “The Times of London” began to offer to
the general public precise information as to British military positions in Crimea (oh, weren’t those the good
old days).
The brass star of the Boston police was exchanged for a silver octagon oval plate badge. The men were issued
a 14-inch club in replacement of the watchhook which had been in use for 154 years.
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi reached Honolulu, Oahu, in the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii).
The USS Susquehanna was already waiting there in harbor and was gratified at their arrival, since they had
themselves experienced a very unpleasant 23-day passage from Japan. A cyclone on October 7th had given
them “an awful time and [we] never expected to reach port again.” They had lost their port whaleboat and port
dingy as well as the port wheelhouse and head rail in this violent storm, and their head bulwarks had been
smashed in. The day after the cyclone abated, a strong wind had carried away their fore topgallant mast. Then
their main topgallant sail had been lost in a squall. Despite all this difficulty they had made the passage a day
and a half faster than the USS Susquehanna which had experienced merely beautiful sailing breezes the entire
way.
Henry Thoreau wrote to Thaddeus William Harris.
To: Thaddeus W. Harris
From: HDT
Date: 23 October 1854

Concord Oct 23d ’54
Sir,
I return herewith the “Bhagvat Geeta”. Will you please send me the “Vishnoo
Purana” a single volume — translated by Wilson.
Yrs respecty
Henry D. Thoreau.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR OCTOBER 23D]
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October 24, Tuesday, 1854: Traveling from London to his post in Madrid, US ambassador to Spain Pierre
Soulé was refused entry into France at Calais and turned around and went back to London (France may have
been irritated by the Ostend Manifesto of October 18th).
In a company of officers from the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi and other vessels,
William Speiden, Jr. went on shore in the Hawaiian Islands to attend a presentation to King Kamehameha III.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR OCTOBER 24TH]

October 26, Thursday, 1854: In San Francisco, there was a public auction by Selover & Sinton at 11 AM, to
sell the interest of the state of California in water lot property, by order of the California Land Commission.
Another earthquake shock was felt. This was followed, around midnight, by a swell in San Francisco Bay.
Mataio Kekuanao’a (1794-1868), governor of Oahu from 1839 to 1864, visited the side-wheel steam frigate
USS Mississippi, while King Kamehameha III was a guest aboard the USS Susquehanna. That evening a large
ball was given on board the St. Mary’s.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau went to Conantum.
C.B. Bernard of Akron, Ohio wrote to Thoreau as a lecturer — potentially, if and when he got that far west.

To: HDT
From: Charles B. Bernard
Date: 26 October 1854
Akron Oct 26, 1854
Henry D. Thoreau Esq
Concord Mass— Dear Sir
Seeing your name announced as a Lecturer, I write you a line to see if your services could be secured to give a Lecture before the Library Association of this
place.
We can give #50–
Thinking you might have other calls this way, we thought we would add our solicitation with the rest
Yours Respectfully
C B Bernard
Cor Sec

Oct. 26. P.M. — To Conantum.
As warm as summer. Cannot wear a thick coat. Sit with windows open. I see considerable gossamer
on the causeway and elsewhere. Is it the tree sparrows whose jingles I hear? As the weather grows
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cooler and the woods more silent, I attend to the cheerful notes of chickadees on their sunny sides.
Apple trees are generally bare, as well as bass, ash, elm, maple.
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October 30, Monday, 1854: King Kamehameha III was treated to a short excursion on board the USS
Susquehanna, after which the American gunboat sailed out to sea heading toward San Francisco.
Henry Thoreau wrote to Charles Sumner.

To: Charles Sumner
From: HDT
Date: 10/30/54
Concord Oct. 30th `54
Charles Sumner Esq.
Dear Sir,
At this late
date I would acknowledge
the receipt long ago of three
speeches by yourself, and the
Coast Survey Report for `52,—
and lately of the 2d Report
on the Amazon. I heartily
thank you for them all, and
assure you that they have
not in any sense been missent. I am quite greedy
for the information which
they contain. [These] faithful
reports[,] with their admirable
maps and plates, are some
atonement for the misdeeds
of our Government.
Yrs truly
Henry D. Thoreau.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR OCTOBER 30TH]

November 1854: During this month and the following one, severe earthquakes and tsunamis would be striking
Japan, resulting in great loss of life and damage to coastal regions including the port of Shimoda.
The Reverend Theodore Parker was writing and rewriting and rewriting a 125,000-word sermon in his own
defense, which he intended to deliver in court. (This effort would eventually be published as THE TRIAL OF
THEODORE PARKER FOR THE “MISDEMEANOR” OF A SPEECH IN FANEUIL HALL AGAINST KIDNAPPING,
BEFORE THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, AT BOSTON, WITH THE DEFENCE.)
November 6, Monday, 1854: John Philip Sousa was born in Washington DC, 3d of 10 children (only 6 would
survive infancy) of John Antonio Sousa, a Portuguese immigrant and trombonist in the U.S. Marine Band, with
Marie Elisabeth Trinkaus, an immigrant from Bavaria where her father was a small town mayor.
When the US. store ship Southampton arrived in an American port, the body of Marine Private William Miller
was carried ashore for interment.
Henry Thoreau completed surveying the “Homestead” farm of General James Colburn (1757-1803. This farm
of approximately 130 acres was near the Lee or Elwell Farm (Gleason E5) bordering on the Assabet River.
Thoreau mentioned that there was a “haunted house” in this area.

Nov. 6. Surveying on Colburn place.
It is suddenly cold. Pools frozen so as to bear, and ground frozen so that it is difficult, if not
impossible, to force down a stake in plowed ground. Was that a fish hawk [Osprey Pandion
haliaetus (Fish Eagle or Fish Hawk)] I saw flying over the Assabet, or a goshawk
[Goshawk Accipter gentillis (Cape Eagle, Partridge Hawk)]? White beneath, with slender wings.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
Thoreau was being written to again by this Asa Fairbanks of Providence, Rhode Island in regard to the
proposed lecture of a “reformatory Character”:

BRAD DEAN’S
COMMENTARY
To: HDT From: A. Fairbanks
Date: 6 November 1854
Providence Nov. 6. 1854
Mr Henry D Thore[a]u

[Transcript]
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Dear Sir
I am in receipt of yours of the 4th inst. Your stating explicitly that the
6th December would suit you better than any other time, I altered
other arrangements on purpose to accommodate you, and notified
you as soon as I was able to accomplish them. had you named the
last Wedn[e]sday in Nov. or the second Wednsday in December, I
could have replied to you at once–or any time in Janu[a]ry or
Feb[ruary] it would have been the same[.] I shall regret the disappointment very Much but must submit to it if you have Made such
overtures as you can not avoid— I hope however you will be able to
come at the time appointed[.]
Truly
A. Fairbanks
The Reverend Daniel Foster was writing Thoreau from his farm in East Princeton MA that he and friends had
been reading WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS aloud “with pauses for conversation.”

To: HDT
From: Daniel Foster
Date: 11/6/54
East Princeton Nov. 6. 1854.
Friend Thoreau,
On my return from a
lecturing tour in the Mystic Valley
Dom informed me of your call with
your English [c]ompanion on your way
to a meeting on the summit of Mt.
Wachusett. I am glad you called but
sorry that I was not at home. I hope
you will come & see us while we
are here & get acquainted with our
pond “old crow hill,” “redemption
rock” “Uncle William” now nearly
90 [years] old, bonnie Charlie & other notables
of the place justly considered worthy
the notice of a philosopher. I shall
not tell you that you will be
welcome as long as you can stay
with us for if you don't know that
fact the usual polite phrase of invitation will not assure you.
I have read your “Walden” slowly, aloud with constant
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Page 2
pauses for conversation thereon, &
with very much satisfaction & profit.
I like to read aloud of evenings a
book which like this one provokes
discussion in the circle of [hearers]
& reader. I was the more interested
in your book from the personal
& strong interest felt for you & for
your own sake in my soul. My intercourse with you when I lived in Concord & since at times when I have been in
Concord has been uncommonly useful in
aiding & strengthening my own best
purpose. Most thoroughly do I respect
& reverence a manly self-poised mind.
My own great aim in life has ever been
to act in accordance with my own convictions.
To be destitute of bank stock & rail road
shares & the influence which wealth
& position bestow through the folly
of the unthinking multitude is
no evil to that one who seeks
truth & immortal living as the greatest
& the best inheritance. In the scramble
for money in which most men engage
Page 3
one may fail but whoever travels the
road of patient study & self control
reaches the goal & is crowned with
the immortal wealth. I would not
be understood in this to depreciate
the value of wealth. I am working in
the hope of being rich in this world's
[gear] sometime through the ownership
of a piece of land on which shall
stand my own illuminated & happy
home. But if I do not reach the
accomplishment of this hope I will
nevertheless bate no jot of my cheerfulness joy & energy till the end.
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I will deserve success & thus of course
I shall succeed in all my hopes
some time or other. I have enjoyed
the ponds the hills & the woods of
this vicinity very greatly this year.
We have nothing quite equal to
your Walden or Concord, but aside
from these our natural attractions
exceed yours. I have been farming &
preaching this summer, have reared
Page 3
to maturity & harvested 90 bushels
of corn one bushel beans, 8 bushels
potatoes, 20 bushels squashes &
20 bushels of apples. I cannot tell
with the same precision how
many thoughts I have called into
exercise by my moral husbandry
tho I hope my labor herein has not been
in vain.
Dom wishes to be remembered with
sisterly greetings to Sophia & yourself &
with filial affection to your father
& mother. We enjoyed the visit your
mother & sister repaid us very much indeed
& only regreeted that Mr. Thoreau & yourself
were not with us at the same time[.]
I hope your “Walden” will get a wide
circulation, as it deserves, & replenish
your bank, as it ought to do. I thank
you for the book & will hold myself
your debtor till opportunity offers for
securing a receipt in full
Yours truly
Daniel Foster
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By way of radical contrast, when Moncure Daniel Conway read WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS, he didn’t
think much of the book as a guide to life. On this day he was listing his objections for Waldo Emerson’s
benefit:
1. That it hasn’t optimism enough ...
2. That one couldn’t pursue his Art of Living
and get married.
3. That one hasn’t time to spend or strength
to spare from what is his work to take care
of such universal rebellion.
It is clear that Conway had not been reading WALDEN “with pauses for thought.” To this minister, whose ideal
of Nature was frankly that it should be like a garden where everything is in its place and under control and
serving a purpose, Thoreau seemed like the kind of guy who couldn’t live “unless snakes are coiling around
his leg or lizzards perching on his shoulders.” (Conway all his life had a morbid fear of and a morbid
fascination with snakes: during his childhood he even had a slave walking in front of him to beat the ground
with a stick and scare away these snakes. Obviously, if Thoreau wasn’t afraid of snakes, there must be a whole
lot of other things that were wrong with him as well!)99

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

VOLUME II

November 8, Wednesday, 1854: Henry Thoreau raked clams.
The Constituent Cortes opened in Spain.
Foreign dignitaries, including French, Peruvian, Bremen, and Danish consuls, visited the side-wheel steam
frigate USS Mississippi. They were joined by the Governor of Oahu, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the
Minister of Finance of the Kingdom of Hawaii.

Nov. 8. I can still rake clams near the shore, but they are chiefly in the weeds, I think. I see
a snipe-like bird [Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago] by riverside this windy afternoon, which
goes off with a sound like creaking tackle.

[Transcript]
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99. Conway’s criticism of Thoreau to Emerson, that Thoreau hadn’t optimism enough, sounds very strange if you bear in mind that
later on in life Conway would repudiate Emerson on the grounds that Emerson was so optimistic that he was entirely unable to deal
with the dark things in life!
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November 9, Thursday, 1854: Franz Liszt conducted his symphonic poem Festklänge in its 1st performance,
with Schiller’s play Huldigung der Künste.
After 16 days in port the American side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi sailed, and William Speiden, Jr.
noted “We just left Honolulu, a place I should desire soon to visit again. I have left some very dear friends.
I have never visited a place where I enjoyed myself so much.... We are now off to San Francisco with a head
wind, going between six and seven knots.”

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER 9TH]

November 21, Tuesday, 1854: The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi sighted San Francisco,
California at daybreak, discovering that the USS Susquehanna was already lying at anchor there — that ship
had experienced another unpleasantly fast passage on its trip between Oahu and California, having again
encountered a gale.
Henry Thoreau climbed to the cupola of the State-House building in which the Declaration of Independence
had been (to employ the precise term chosen by Thoreau) “declared,” to see the view out over the rooftops of
Philadelphia. He was able to obtain a “Fine view from Fairmount water-works.”

(So — while Henry was up there, did he do his usual trick to get perspective, of looking through his legs?)

According to a Miss Caroline Haven, who briefed the Reverend William Henry Furness on Thoreau’s
Philadelphia lecture which the Unitarian clergyman had been unable to attend, that audience had not seemed
to appreciate what was being offered to them.

Nov. 21. Looked from the cupola of the State-House, where the Declaration of Independence
was declared. The best view of the city I got. Was interested in the squirrels, gray and black, in

[Transcript]
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Independence and Washington Squares. Heard that they have, or have had, deer in Logan Square.
The squirrels are fed, and live in boxes in the trees in the winter. Fine view from Fairmount waterworks. The line of the hypothenuse of the gable end of Girard College was apparently deflected in
the middle six inches or more, reminding me of the anecdote of the church of the Madeleine in Paris.
Was admitted into the building of the Academy of Natural Sciences by a Mr. Durand of the botanical
department, Mr. Furness applying to him. The carpenters were still at work adding four stories (!) of
galleries to the top. These four (Furness thought all of them, I am not sure but Durand referred to one
side only) to be devoted to the birds. It is said to be the largest collection of birds in the world. They
belonged to the son of Masséna (Prince of Essling?), and were sold at auction, and bought by a
Yankee for $22,000, over all the crowned heads of Europe, and presented to the Academy. Other
collections, also, are added to this. The Academy has received great donations. There is Morton’s
collection of crania, with (I suppose a cast from) an Indian skull found in an Ohio mound; a polar
bear killed by Dr. Katie; a male moose not so high as the female which we shot; a European elk (a
skeleton) about seven feet high, with Horns each about five feet long and tremendously heavy;
grinders, etc., of the Mastodon giganteum from Barton County, Missouri; etc., etc. named as of the
geological department. In Philadelphia and also New York an ornamental tree with bunches of seedvessels supplying the place of leaves now. I suppose it the ailanthus, or Tree of Heaven. What were
those trees with long, black sickle-shaped pods? I did not see Steinhauser’s Burd family [A marble
group entitled “The Angel of the Resurrection,” erected to the memory of the children of Edward
Shippen Burd.] at St. Stephen’s Church. The American Philosophical Society is described as a
company of old women.
In the narrow market-houses in the middle of the streets, was struck by the neat-looking women
marketers with full cheeks. Furness described a lotus identical with an Egyptian one as found
somewhere down the river below Philadelphia; also spoke of a spotted chrysalis which he had also
seen in Massachusetts. There was a mosquito about my head at night. Lodged at the United States
Hotel, opposite the Girard (formerly United States) Bank.
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November 22, Wednesday, 1854: On his separate travels, Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry had visited
the home of his son-in-law August Belmont (1813-1890), who as an appointee of President Franklin Pierce
was serving as American ambassador to the Netherlands, at The Hague (Belmont was the husband of Perry’s
daughter Caroline).
Meanwhile William Speiden, Jr. socialized in San Francisco, with shore visits and ladies and gentlemen from
the city coming on board. He stayed at the house of Thomas Larkin and enjoyed a ride around the municipality.
When Henry Thoreau had returned from lecturing in Philadelphia, by boat to Tacony and by train through
Bristol, Trenton, the vicinity of Princeton, New Brunswick, Rahway, and Newark, New Jersey to New-York,
he went to see the Crystal Palace of Industry on Reservoir Square and then “Greeley carried me to the new
opera-house, where I heard Grisi and her troupe” (the performance of Vincenzo Bellini’s final opera I puritani
featured dramatic soprano Madame the Marquise Giulia Grisi as the Puritan roundhead revolutionary daughter
Elvira and her husband or consort the tenor Sir Giovanni Matteo de Candia as Lord Arthur Talbot, one of King
Charles I’s cavalier loyalists; this is the only operatic performance Thoreau is known to have attended and he
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did not comment on the experience).
CHARLES I

Nov. 22. Left at 7.30 Am for New York, by boat to Tacony and rail via Bristol, Trenton,
Princeton (near by), New Brunswick, Rahway, Newark, etc. Uninteresting, except the boat. The
country very level, — red sandstone (?) sand, — apparently all New Jersey except the northern part.
Saw wheat stubble and winter wheat come up like rye. Was that Jamestown-weed with a prickly bur?
Seen also in Connecticut. Many Dutch barns. Just after leaving Newark, an extensive marsh,
between the railroad and the Kill, full of the Arundo Phragmites, I should say, which had been burnt
over.

[Transcript]
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Went to Crystal Palace; admired the houses on Fifth Avenue, the specimens of coal at the Palace,
one 50 feet thick as it was cut from the mine, in the form of a square column, iron and copper ore,
etc. Saw sculptures and paintings innumerable, and armor from the Tower of London, some of the
Eighth Century. Saw Greeley; Snow, the commercial editor of the Tribune; Solon Robinson; Fry, the
musical critic, etc.; and others. Greeley carried me to the new opera-house, where I heard Grisi and
her troupe. First, at Barnum’s Museum, I saw the camelopards, said to be one 18 the other 16 feet
high. I should say the highest stood about 15 feet high at most (12 or 13 ordinarily). The body was
only about 5 feet long. Why has it horns, but for ornament? Looked through his diorama, and found
the houses all over the world much alike. Greeley appeared to know and be known by everybody;
was admitted free to the opera, and we were led by a page to various parts of the house at different
times. Saw at Museum some large flakes of cutting arrowhead stone made into a sort of wide
cleavers, also a hollow stone tube, probably from mounds.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
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In San Francisco, at a mass meeting of saloon keepers, a decision was reached to preserve their tradition of
offering a free lunch despite the high expenses involved in this sort of business promotion.

There’s no such thing as a free lunch (’cept in ’Frisco).
November 23, Thursday, 1854: In San Francisco, William Speiden, Jr. received letters from home with good
news, which makes him glad, and he attended a performance by the Bacchus Minstrels.
The Daily Alta California was notifying citizens that there was to be an indignation meeting that afternoon in
the Plaza over the plan of the bar-room proprietors to abolish their time-honored tradition of free lunches:
INDIGNATION MEETING. — We understand that a meeting will
be held on the Plaza, this afternoon, for the purpose
of giving expression to the feelings of indignation
aroused in the breasts and stomachs of the citizens
generally at the proposed intention of the bar-room
proprietors to abolish the free lunches. The people feel
that an outrage is about being committed, that a time
honored usage is to be annulled, and that bread is to
be literally taken from the mouths of at least, three
thousand persons; — that at such a time, party
prejudices and personal feelings should be forgotten,
and that with one united voice they should demand that
their rights should not thus be infringed upon with
impunity. Speeches may be expected from many prominent
citizens, who will endeavor to show the intimate
connection that exists between free lunches and a free
people, and that one cannot long exist without the
other. None will be permitted to take part in the
meeting who have “regular board,” as they are supposed
to be in league with the bar-room proprietors, with a
view of obtaining their money’s worth by an abolition
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of the free lunches. Every citizen who attends the
demonstration is expected to come provided with a supply
of cheap refreshments, such as codfish and hard bread
done up in a newspaper, which is intended to be
emblematical of the fact that the citizens can live at
a pinch without the aid of the lunches. The proprietors
of the “lager-bier” cellars, have it is said generously
offered to fill the cistern in the Plaza with that
refreshing beverage, to be freely drank of by the
citizens at the meeting. A spirited time may be
expected.
THE STABBING AFFAIR AT THE OAK HOUSE. — An old negro named
Patrick Holland, who stabbed a white man named Nevin,
at the Oak House, on the Mission road, on Saturday last,
yesterday underwent an examination before Recorder
Waller. The evidence went to show that the old man had
been teazed and worried into a state bordering on
frenzy, by a set of rowdies, until his passions were
beyond control, and he had drawn a pocket knife and cut
the man in the abdomen. Several witnesses testified to
the general harmlessness and inoffensive disposition of
the old man. The Recorder, however, said he would rather
for the case to go before the Grand Jury. He was
accordingly held to bail in the sum of $1000.
YORK THE MURDERER. — From a reliable source we learn that
York, who murdered McMickle at the Eureka Saloon, was
seen walking about the streets in Honolulu, perfectly
free and unrestrained. He arrived there in the schooner
Lady Jane. Those who aided him to escape were as morally
culpable as the murderer himself, whatever nay be their
ideas to the contrary.
THE COWHIDING AFFAIR. — A lady was arrested yesterday on a
complaint made by a man named C.A. James, who states
that she had cowhided him. If the lady’s version of the
story is correct, the fellow deserved all he got, and
more besides. The case will undergo an examination
before the Recorder tomorrow morning.
FIRE ARMS. — Peter Wilde, for discharging fire arms in
the street, was yesterday tried before the Recorder, and
fined $5.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER 23D]
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November 24, Friday, 1854: Mustafa Resid Pasha replaced Kibrisli Mehmed Pasha as Grand Vizier of the
Ottoman Empire.
Governor Andrew Horatio Reeder moved his Kansas Territory office to the brick Shawnee Methodist Mission
in Fairway.
A report by David Page (a disgruntled former employee of the Chambers publishing firm), appeared in the
media and would appear again on December 2d, 1854. It was not clear that he should be credited in his
assertion that Robert Chambers was the secret author of VESTIGES OF THE NATURAL HISTORY OF CREATION.

After having had a good time on shore leave in San Francisco, William Speiden, Jr. came back aboard as the
side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi took a turn around San Francisco harbor. They anchored off Benicia.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER 24TH]

December 16, Saturday, 1854: In a letter to Franz Liszt, Richard Wagner came up with the idea behind
the opera Tristan und Isolde.

LISTEN TO IT NOW
At what would come to be known as the initial meeting of the Saturday Club, Richard Henry Dana, Jr. recorded
in his journal, he dined at the Albion Hotel “in a select company,” which is to say Waldo Emerson, James
Russell Lowell, Amos Bronson Alcott, a visiting lecturer Charles H. Goddard from Cincinnati, Thomas
Cholmondeley, Franklin Benjamin Sanborn, and the Boston attorney Horatio Woodman.100 “Emerson is an
excellent dinner table man, always a gentleman, never bores or preaches, or dictates, but drops & takes up
topics very agreeably, & has even skill & tact in managing his conversation. So, indeed, has Alcott, & it is
quite surprising to see these transcendentalists appearing well as men of the world.”
The side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi stood out of San Francisco harbor, and William Speiden, Jr.
penned a long journal entry about his sojourn in California. He noted that “our visit to California will ever be
100. Woodman would be one of the small number purchasing Thoreau’s WALDEN. Whether he would read it, we wish we knew.
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looked back to with a great degree of pleasure.” His father had traveled inland to visit William Speiden, Jr.’s
aunt and uncle in Sacramento, followed by some days visiting together in San Francisco. The Speidens had
then taken a steamer up the Sacramento River to Sacramento, and from there had taken a long ride into the
country to see the American River at Coloma where “gold was first discovered.” They observed gold panning
and had dinner at Patterson’s Hotel. William Speiden, Jr. received dental care in Sacramento, having need of
an emergency extraction involving chloroform. After return to the ship at Benicia, “we had a number of ladies
on board to visit the ship, nearly every day. A great many parties were given on shore to which the officers
were always invited.” William Speiden, Jr. had attended the Pike County Ball at the town of Martinez on
December 8th. The ship had left Benicia on December 13th and returned to anchor off San Francisco. While
in California the Mississippi had lost “17 or 18 men by desertion and discharged 5 or 6, the term of their
enlistment being up.”
The National Anti-Slavery Standard suggested that neither Henry Thoreau’s A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND
MERRIMACK RIVERS nor WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS had “received ... adequate notice in our Literary
Journals.”
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
TIMELINE OF A WEEK

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 16TH]
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December 18, Monday, 1854: The effects of the 17 or 18 deserters were sold on board the side-wheel steam
frigate USS Mississippi at auction.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau walked down the Fitchburg Railroad tracks and reached the Sudbury River by
way of Andromeda or Cassandra Ponds:

Walden Pond froze.
Just at this point in time for the holidays Phineas Taylor Barnum’s autobiography THE LIFE OF P.T. BARNUM,
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WRITTEN BY HIMSELF was being brought onto the market, despite the fact that it had gone through the press
bearing the date 1855. Incidentally, this author neither wrote, not to anyone’s memory ever spoke, any
expression such as the infamous
One a minute.
In this book, having a pretty close estimate of what would make a book sell, Barnum supplied a rather detailed
woodcut of the famed “Feejee Mermaid” which he had used to carry around with him on his temperance
lectures:

MERMAID SIGHTINGS

WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS was reviewed on page 3 of the National Anti-slavery Standard, presumably
by Lydia Maria Child, who described Thoreau as “one man whose aim manifestly is to live”:
WALDEN Print H
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Reprinted in CRITICAL ESSAYS ON HENRY DAVID THOREAU'S
WALDEN, ed. Joel Myerson (Boston: G.K. Hall & Co.,
1988), pages 37-9.

Dec. 18. P.M. — Down railroad via Andromeda Ponds to river.
Snowed a little finely last night and this forenoon. I see a few squirrels’ tracks in the woods and, here
and there in one or two places, where a mouse’s gallery approached the surface. The powdery surface
is broken by it. I am surprised to find in the Andromeda Ponds, especially the westernmost one, north
side, an abundance of decodon, or swamp loosestrife. Where a partridge [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa
umbellus (Partridge)] took to wing I find the round red buds of the high blueberry plucked about the
swamps.
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December 23, Saturday, 1854: An earthquake in the harbor at Shimoda, Japan produced a tsunami that
severely damaged that community’s residences and public buildings and after 12 hours and 38 minutes would
register on the tide gauge of San Francisco.
Meanwhile, guess what: underground, what was going around was coming around:

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 23D]
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December 28, Thursday, 1854: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, back from the Pacific, had expected to
be greeted as a hero, and that hadn’t happened, or at least hadn’t happened to Perry’s satisfaction. –So he had
turned to Nathaniel Hawthorne, the big-name ghostwriter of the era, asking for a book about the incredible
intrepidity of his intimidation of the Japanese, casting himself as the great white hope. On this day Hawthorne
commented in his journal, “It would be a very desirable labor for a young literary man, or for that matter, an
old one; for the world can scarcely have in reserve a less hackneyed theme than Japan.” (Hawthorne, strangely
reluctant to explore the mentality of the Great White Shark, would sic the stuffed-shirt wannabee on Herman
Melville, his transparent excuse being that Melville was great at writing that Pacific stuff, and then this
commodious Commodore would attempt to himself author this book about himself — excreting what has been
said to be a wooden monstrosity.)
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
On Nantucket Island: Captain Gardiner carried Henry Thoreau in his carriage to Siasconset and they went up
to the top of the lighthouse at Sancoty Head and then visited the Athenaeum’s museum, seeing the “various
South Sea implements, etc. etc., brought home by the whalers.” In the evening Thoreau delivered “WHAT
SHALL IT PROFIT” before the Athenaeum.

THOREAU’S SERMON
[Various versions of “LIFE WITHOUT PRINCIPLE”, variously titled, would be delivered:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” on December 6th, 1854 at Railroad Hall in Providence
“WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” on December 26th, 1854 in the New Bedford Lyceum
“WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” on December 28th, 1854 at the Athenaeum on Nantucket Island
On January 4th, 1855 in the Worcester Lyceum, as “The Connection between Man’s Employment
and His Higher Life”
“WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” on February 14th, 1855 in the Concord Lyceum
“WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” on November 16th, 1856 for the Eagleswood community
“Getting a Living” on December 18th, 1856 in the vestry of the Congregational Church of
Amherst, New Hampshire
“LIFE MISSPENT” on Sunday morning, October 9th, 1859 to the Reverend Theodore Parker’s 28th
Congregational Society in Boston Music Hall
“LIFE MISSPENT” on Sunday, September 9th, 1860 at Welles Hall in Lowell.]

Dec. 28th A misty rain as yesterday — Capt. Gardiner carried me to Siasconset in his
carriage. He has got from 40 to 45 or 50 bushels of corn to an acre from his land. Wished to know
how to distinguish guinea cocks from guinea hens — He is extensively engaged in raising pines on
the island. There is not a tree to be seen, except such as are set out about houses. The land is worth
commonly from 1 dollar to a dollar and a half. He showed me several lots of his — of different ages,
— one tract of 300 acres sown in rows with a planter, where the young trees [^2 years old] were just
beginning to green the ground, —& I saw one of Norway pine and our pitch mixed, 8 years old,
which looked quite like a forest at a distance. Some The Norway pines had grown the fastest [^with
a longer shoot] & had a bluer look at a distance more like the white pine. The am. pitch pines have
a reddish, crisped look at top. Some are sown in rows, some broad-cast. At first he was alarmed to
find that the ground moles had gone along in the furrows directly under the plants and so injured the
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roots as to kill many of the trees xxxx enough xxxxxx — & he planted [^sowed] over again. He was
also discouraged to find that a sort of spindle-worm had killed the leading shoot of a great part of his
neighbors’ older trees. These plantations must very soon change the aspect of the island.
His common pitch pine seed, obtained from the Cape, cost him about 20 dollars a bushel [^at least,
about a dollar a quart] with the wings, and they told him it took about 80 bushels of cones to make
one such bushel of seeds. I was surprised to hear that the Norway pine seed [^without the wings]
imported from France, had cost not quite $200 a bushel delivered at New York or Philadelphia.
He has ordered 8 hogsheads (!!!) of the last, clear wingless seeds, at this rate. I think he said it took
about a gallon to sow an acre. He had tried to get white pine seed, but in vain. They [^cones] had not
contained any of late (?).
This looks as if he meant to sow a good part of the island, though he said he might sell some of the
seed. It is an interesting enterprise.
Half-way to Siasconset I saw the old corn-hills where they had formerly cultivated, the authorities
laying out a new tract for this purpose each year. This island must look exactly like a prairie, except
that [^the view in clear weather] is bounded by the sea. Saw crows [American Crow Corvus
brachyrhynchos] — saw and heard larks [Eastern Meadowlark SturnellaSturnella magna
(Lark)] frequently — & saw robins [American Robin Turdus migratorius] — but most
abundant, running along the ruts or circling about just over the ground in small flocks, what the
inhabitants call snowbirds, a gray bunting-like bird about the size of the snow bunting. Can it be the
seaside finch [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus (Bay-wing or White-in-tail or Grass Finch
or Grass-bird or seaside finch)]? or the Savannah sparrow [Savannah Sparrow Passerculus
sandwichensis (passerina or seringo or seringo-bird)]? or the shore lark [Horned
Lark Eremophila alpestris (Shore Lark)]?
Gardiner said that they had pigeon [Merlin Falco columbarius (Pigeon Hawk)] — hen [Redshouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus (Hen Hawk)] — and other haw[^k]s — but when there are no
places for them to breed — also owls , which must breed, for he had seen their young. A few years
ago some one imported a dozen partridges [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] from
the mainland, but so that though some were seen for a year or two, not one had been seen for some
time, & they were thought to be extinct. He thought the raccoons, which had been very numerous,
might have caught them. In Harrison days some coons were imported and turned loose, and they
multiplied very fast and became quite a pest, killing hens, etc., and were killed in turn. Finally they
turned out and hunted them with hounds and killed 75 at one time, since which he had not heard of
any. There were foxes once, but none now, and no indigenous animal bigger than a “ground mole.”
The nearest approach to woods that I saw was the swamps, where the blueberries, maples, etc., are
higher than one’s head. I saw, as I rode, high blueberry bushes [^& maple in the swamps]
huckleberries, shrub oaks, uva-ursi (which he called mealy plum), gaultheria, beach plum, clethra,
mayflower (well budded). Also withered poverty-grass — goldenrods — asters — In the swamps
are cranberries, & I saw one carting the vines home to set out, which also many are doing. G.
described what he made out to be “star-grass” as common.
Saw at Siasconset perhaps fifty little houses, but almost every one empty. Saw some peculiar horsecarts for conveying fish up the bank, made like a wheelbarrow, with a whole iron-bound barrel for
the wheel, a rude square box for the body, resting on the shafts, and the horse to draw it after him.
The barrel makes a good wheel in the sand. They may get seaweed in them. A man asked 37 cents
for a horsecart-load of seaweed carried a quarter of a mile from the shore. G. pointed out the house
of a singular old hermit and genealogist [^over 70 years old] who, for 30 years at least, has lived alone
and devoted his thoughts to genealogy. He knows the genealogy of the whole island, & a relative
supports him by making genealogical charts from his dictation for those who will pay for them. So
that He at last lives in a very filthy manner, & G. helped clean his house when he was absent about
two years ago. They took up 3 barrels of dirt in his room. [^Ascended the lighthouse at Sancoty
Head.] The mist still prevented my seeing off and around the island. I saw the eggs (?) of some
creature in dry masses as big as my fist, like the skins of so many beans — on the beach. G. told me
of a boy who, a few years since, stole near to some wild geese [Canada Goose Branta
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canadensis (Wild Goose)] which had alighted, and, rushing on them, seized 2 before they could rise
— & though he was obliged to let one go — secured the other.
Visited the museum at the Athenæum. Various South Sea implements, etc., etc., brought home by
whalers.
The last Indian, not of pure blood, died this very month, & I saw his picture with a basket of
huckleberries in his hand.
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December 30, Saturday, 1854: The 1st US oil refinery, the Pennsylvania Rock Oil Company, was incorporated
in New-York.
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry departed from Liverpool, England, for the United States.
The case of Dred Scott v. Sandford was placed on the docket of the US Supreme Court.
It was argued at December term, 1855, and ordered to be reargued at
the present term.

The Nantucket Weekly Mirror reported, on its page 2, that a corrective lecture by Henry Thoreau had not been
well received by its intended audience:
That profound thinker Henry D. Thoreau, delivered a lecture last
Thursday evening, which in point of originality has rarely been
equalled. His object was to show man how to live; or perhaps we should
better express it, by saying how not to live.— He condemned in toto,
that mode of life which leads a man to labor for the gratification of
bodily wants, regardless of the necessities of the soul. He would have
the mind feed upon the works of nature, and not trouble itself about
“the news.” The manner in which men seek to accumulate wealth, was
made the subject of some cutting sarcasms which excited much merriment
among the audience; but probably no one will thereby be deterred from
feasting his “greedy eye with gold” if an opportunity presents itself.
We are inclined to the opinion that his views found few sympathizers
among the audience; but his fearless independence cannot fail to
secure him respect. Mr. T. never asks if a theory is popular, before
identifying himself with it, but thinks and expresses his thoughts,
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leaving the croakers to annihilate him at their leisure.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 30TH]
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1855: Évariste Régis Huc’s THE CHINESE EMPIRE: FORMING A SEQUEL TO THE WORK ENTITLED
“RECOLLECTIONS OF A JOURNEY THROUGH TARTARY AND THIBET.” (London: Longman, Brown, Green, and
Longmans); A JOURNEY THROUGH THE CHINESE EMPIRE (New York: Harper & Brothers).101

THE CHINESE EMPIRE, I
THE CHINESE EMPIRE, II
Wasn’t this the year that Bayard Taylor’s A VISIT TO INDIA, CHINA, AND JAPAN, IN THE YEAR 1853 was issued
in New-York by G.P. Putnam?

101. When this would arrive in the Concord Public Library, Thoreau would make extracts in his Canadian Notebook and in his Fact
Book.
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1855: Richard Hildreth’s JAPAN AS IT WAS AND IS (Phillips, Sampson, and Company).
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January 1, Monday, 1855: Two New-York lawyers, George Bissell and Jonathan Eveleth, formed
Pennsylvania Rock Oil Company, the 1st oil company in the United States.
Ottawa, Ontario was incorporated as a city.
In Hamburg, Germany, an overflow of the Elbe River put the greater part of the city under water.
Henry Allen Adams returned to Hong Kong.
In the afternoon Henry Thoreau and Ellery Channing skated to Pantry Brook. The Nantucket Island Inquirer
printed a long account of Thoreau’s lecture, which began:
“What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?” By Henry D. Thoreau, Esq.
Notwithstanding the damp, uncomfortable weather of
Thursday evening, and the muddy streets, a large
audience assembled to listen to the man who has
rendered himself notorious by living, as his book
asserts, in the woods, at an expense of about sixty
dollars per year, in order that he might there hold
free communion with Nature, and test for himself the
happiness of a life without manual labor or
conventional restraints. His lecture may have been
desultory and marked by simplicity of manner; but not
by paucity of ideas.1

1. Nantucket Inquirer, January 1, 1855, page 2, columns 2-3; Don Jordan, “Thoreau’s Nantucket
Lecture,” Thoreau Society Bulletin 166 (Winter 1984): 1-3.

The reviewer went on for 128 sentences, the lengthiest contemporary newspaper summary of any
of Thoreau’s lectures. Clearly, “WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT” had been well received.
Louisa May Alcott began her diary for the new year:
Twenty-two Years Old
The principal event of the winter is the appearance of my book “Flower Fables.” An edition of sixteen
hundred. It has sold very well, and people seem to like it. I feel quite proud that the little tales that I wrote for
Ellen E. when I was sixteen should now bring money and fame.
I will put in some of the notices as “varieties.” Mothers are always foolish over their first-born.
Miss Wealthy Stevens paid for the book, and I received $32.

ELLEN EMERSON
THE ALCOTT FAMILY
Jan. 1. P.M. — Skated to Pantry Brook with C.
All the tolerable skating was a narrow strip, often only 2 or 3 feet wide, between the frozen spew and
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the broken ice of the middle.
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January 3, Wednesday, 1855: The federal Congress confirmed the transference of the “Boston Corner” tract
from Massachusetts to New York State.
The Minnesota legislature voted to send an immigration commissioner to New-York City. Beginning in the
month of June, Eugene Burnand of St. Paul would propagandize on Manhattan Island, urging denizens of
Gotham to emigrate west and create new, more expansive, homes in the Minnesota Territory.
After a pleasant passage down the Caribbean coast, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi stood up
Panama Bay to Taboga Island, 12 miles beyond the Panama Naval Yard.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 3D]

January 11, Thursday, 1855: Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, having taken commercial passage from
Liverpool, England, arrived at New-York.
Warsaw’s Academic Department of Union School was incorporated.
Johannes Brahms made his 1st visit to the insane asylum near Bonn, where he found Robert Schumann
in good spirits. Doctors still refused admittance to Clara Schumann.

Jan. 11th Am. Skated to Lee’s Bridge and Farrar’s Swamp — call it Otter Swamp.
A fine snow had just begun to fall, so we made haste to improve the skating before it was too late.
Our skates made tracks often nearly an inch broad in the slight snow which soon covered the ice. All
along the shores and about the islets the water had broadly overflowed the ice of the meadows, and
frequently we had to skate through it, making it fly. The snow soon showed where the water was. It
was a pleasant time to skate, so still, and the air so thick with snowflakes that the outline of near hills
was seen against it and not against the more distant and higher hills. Single pines stood out distinctly
against it in the near horizon. The ground, which was 2/3 bare before, began to gray about Fair Haven
Pond, as if it were all rocks. There were many of those grubs and caterpillars on the ice half a dozen
rods from shore, some sunk deep into it. This air, thick with snowflakes, making a background,
enabled me to detect a very picturesque clump of trees on an islet at Pole Brook, — a red (?) oak in
midst, with birches on each side.
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January 12, Friday, 1855: Abraham Lincoln purchased a pair of gloves, and sewing materials,
for Mrs. Lincoln.
Felipe Alvitre was hanged in Los Angeles, California.
William Speiden, Jr. reported a pleasant stay at Panama Bay, including his trip to the city of Panama of January
4th.Calvin Carver Damon died of consumption in Concord, Massachusetts at the age of 50.
Dorcas Honorable Esop, last woman of the Nantucket native Americans, died. She had been born in 1776.

FAMOUS LASTS
July 28, 1854

William B. Sheppard

January 12, 1855

Dorcas Honorable Esop

March 8, 1862

Captain Nathaniel Gordon

last public open-air hanging in San Francisco
attended by a huge crowd, at the Presidio before a
crowd of not less than 10,000
last of the Nantucket native Americans
had been smuggling fresh slaves into the USA,
hanged for this (classified as piracy)
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Jan. 12th Pm To Flint’s Pond via Minott’s meadow.
After a spitting of snow in the forenoon — [^I see the blue sky here and there &] the sun is coming
out. It is still and warm. The earth is 2/3 bare. I walk along the Mill-Brook below Emerson’s, looking
into it for some life.
Perhaps what moves us in winter is some reminiscence of far-off summer. How we leap by the side
of the open brooks! What beauty in the running brooks! What life! What society! The cold is merely
superficial; it is summer still at the core, far, far within. It is in the cawing of the crow [American
Crow Corvus Brachyrhynchos], the crowing of the cock, the warmth of the sun on our backs. I
hear faintly the cawing of a crow far, far away, echoing from some unseen wood-side, as if deadened
by the spring-like vapor which the sun is drawing from the ground. It mingles with the slight murmur
of the village, the sound of children at play, as one stream empties gently into another, and the wild
and tame are one. What a delicious sound! It is not merely [^the] crow calling to crow, for it speaks
to me too. I am part of one great creature with him; if he has voice, I have ears. I can hear what he
calls, and have engaged not to shoot nor stone him if he will caw to me each spring. On the [^one]
hand, it may be, is the sound of children at school saying their a.b. abs — on the other, far in the
wood-fringed horizon, the cawing of crows from their blessed eternal vacation [^out at their long
recess]. Children who have got dismissed! While the vaporous incense goes up from all fields of the
spring (if it were spring). Ah, bless the Lord, O my soul! bless him for wildness, for crows that will
not alight within gunshot! and bless him for hens, too, that croak and cackle in the yard!
Where are the shiners now, and the trout? I see none in the brook. Have the former descended to the
deep water of the river? [^Ah, may I be there to see when they go down! Why can they not tell me?]
Or gone into the mud? There are few or no insects for them now.
The strong scent of this red oak, just split and corded, is a slight compensation for the loss of the tree.
How cheering the sight of the evergreens now, on the forest floor, the various pyrolas, etc., fresh as
in summer!
What is that mint whose seed-vessels rubbed are so spicy to smell — minty — at the further end of
the pond by the Gourgas wood-lot — ? horsemint? or calamint?
On Flint’s-Pond I find Nat Rice fishing. He has not caught one. I asked him what he thought the best
time to fish. He said, “When the wind first comes south after a cold spell, on a bright morning.”
Well may the tender buds attract us at this season, no less than partridges, for they are the hope of
the year, the spring rolled up. The summer is all packed in them.
Observed this afternoon the following oak leaves:—
1st, the white oak — the most withered and faded and curled; many [^spotted] with black dotlichens.
2nd, the bear scrub, the most firm and fresh-colored and flat
3d, the black, moderately firm, the darkest above, much curled
4th, scarlet, Firmest after the [^Bear] Scrub, with much freshness and life; some conspicuously red
still (unwithered); lobes remarkably distorted
5, Red [^considerably] very much withered and lifeless and worn, thin and faded; [^some reddish
slightly] not small & not inclined to curl
6, Swamp white, pretty firm and bright, but considerably curled
7, I suspect that the small chinquapin is deciduous, for I could not find one [^leaf] in all my walk
January 1st, though I looked along the Lupine Wall. Those on the ground are considerably withered,
faded, & curled — yet pretty firm.
For color, perhaps all may be called brown, & vary into each other more or less
The 1st, as both sides are seen, pale-brown with a salmon tinge beneath.
2nd, clear reddish-brown, leather-like, above, often paler, whitish or very light beneath, silveryish
3d, Dusky-brown above (not always), clear tawny (?) brown beneath.
4th, clear pale-brown (except the unfaded red ones), leather-like, very generally reddish, nearly the
same both sides.
5th, Quite pale brown [^or slightly reddish] nearly the same both sides; some, prematurely dead, are
yellowish—
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6th, Deep rusty-colored brown, often bright leather-red, silvervish-white beneath.
7th, [^Leaves on ground] Pale brown, much like a withered red. but whitish beneath like bear shrub.
{one-half blank page}
The oak leaves now resemble the dif. kinds. of calf, sheep, & Russia [^leather] le [^Morocco — a
few scarlet oaks] of different ages—
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January 26, Friday, 1855: Ellen Devereux Osgood was born to Mrs. Ellen Devereux Sewall Osgood and the
Reverend Joseph Osgood in Cohasset, Massachusetts (Ellen would get married with John Gannett Littlefield
on April 20th, 1893).
The Point No Point Treaty was signed in the Washington Territory.
Sardinia declared war on Russia.
Henry Allen Adams arrived at Shimoda, Japan with the ratified Japan/US treaty and viewed a radically altered
landscape, wrought by the natural disaster of the previous month.
Henry Thoreau was written to by Friend Daniel Ricketson in New Bedford, Massachusetts.

To: HDT
From: Daniel Ricketson
Date: 1/26/55
{No MS — printed copy RICKETSON AND HIS FRIENDS, pp. 39-40}
BROOKLAWN, N. BEDFORD,
26 Jan., 1855.
DEAR SIR,— I fully intended to have gone to Boston yesterday; but not being very
well, deferred it until to-day, and now we are visited by a severe snowstorm, so that
I fear the railway track may be obstructed. I shall not, therefore, be able to reach
Concord this time. My only fear is that you may have gone to Boston in expectation
of meeting me there; but as I have not heard from you to this effect I have no very
strong reason to think so, and hope that you have not.
I should like very much to see Concord and its environs with the Laird of Walden,
and hope at no very distant time to do so, should it meet his pleasure. I hope also to
see your lordship again here, and to visit with you some of our rural retreats.
Yours,
D. RICKETSON.
H.D. Thoreau, Esq.,
Concord, Mass.

Jan 26—55 This morning it snows again—A fine dry snow with no wind to speak of giving
a wintry aspect to the landscape–
What a Proteus is our weather— Let me try to remember its freaks— We had remarkably steady
sleighing fro on a little snow some 6 inches deep from the 5th of December all through the month—
& some way into Jan. It came damp & froze up solid– Yet there was none in Boston the while. There
was however a little rain near the end of December—& occasional slight flurries of snow.
Jan 6th After some comparatively pleasant days– there was a raw northerly wind & fine drifting or
driving snow in the P.m. as I walked over the Great Meadows—forming shallow drifts on the ice—
but it soon stopped.76
Jan 7th I was surprised when I opened the door in the P.m. by the warm south wind—& sudden
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softening & melting of the snow— It was a Jan. thaw without rain—the manure beginning to wash
off the ice in the streets. The winters back was broken & I dreamed of spring &c &c
Jan 8th the same— The ice in roads washed bare—the brooks full of melted snow— But it is still
clear weather & warm.
Jan 9 A cloudy day—wet underfoot—threatening snow—dif. to get on to the river [^yet] —water
many rods wide each side over the ice
Jan 10 Suddenly cold again. [^& blustering] All waters frozen up– go onto the swamps—keeping
ears covered.
Jan 11th Make haste to improve the skating in the Pm—though it is beginning to snow— —& the is
soon covered 1/2 inch. Then it stops at night.
Jan 12 After a nother slight spitting of snow in the fore noon, it clears up very pleasant & warm in
the Pm & I walk by the brooks—looking for fish—hearing the crows caw in the horizon & thinking
of spring.
Jan 13 Still warm— In roads both muddy—wet—& slippery where ice—thick & misty air
threatening rain.
Jan 14 Clear & cold— All things frozen again. excellent skating on Meadows. Skated to Baker Farm.
Jan 15 In the fore noon spit a little snow making shallow drifts on the ice—through which I skated
in the Pm to Bedford. stopped snowing.
Jan 16 snowed a little again. spoiling the skating.
Jan 17 forget
Jan 18 Rained hard all day—washed off the little snow left down to the ice— Staid in all day— Water
over shoes in the mid. of the road— The gutters turned to mill brooks. Few go out.
Jan 19 In the night rain turned to damp snow—which at first made slosh—then for most part
prevailed over the water which ran off underneath—Stuck to the houses & trees & made a
remarkable winter scene. A driving damp snow with a strong NW wind all day—lodging on the trees
within the woods beyond all—account— Walked in woods in midst of it to see the pines bent down
& the white oaks &c & broken— Snow birds i.e. linarias in yard. Making drifts by walls
Jan 20 Still higher wind in night (snow over) shaking the snow from trees—Now almost bare—snow
7 or 8 inches on level in woods—but almost all in drifts under the vales in fields. The sudden-frozen
slosh ponds– partly run off—like spewed bread. Hardly bear yet. Not very cold. Go studying drifts.
Fine clear weather.
Jan 21st Becomes over cast at noon— A fine snow spits then turns to fine—hail then rain glazing a
little.
Jan 22d Rained all night. Walking now worse than ever this year—mid-leg deep in gutters. Lakes in
the street—River risen—a freshet—breaking up ice a foot thick—flows under dry causeway bridges
a torrent—muskrats driven out by hundreds & shot—dark angry waves where was lately ice and
snow—Earth washed bare—radical leaves appear & russet hills—still rains a little.
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Jan 23 [^Fair weather] Water still rising ove the Redbridge road—though suddenly fallen in many
hollows in fields leaving [^thin] ice 2 feet above it around—& by clumps—
—
Great work done by brooks last night by brooks— Have to go round 2 or 3 miles to find a dry
causeway. not strong enough for skating.
Jan 24 Not strong enough to skate on meadows went to Walden. At dark—snowed 3/4 inch & spoiled
prospect of skating.
Jan 25 Clear bright & mild—Water still higher than before—over the causeways
Jan 26 —A fine snow falling—spoiling all prospect of skating on this broad ice— Is not good
skating the surest sign of snow or foul weather?
To Continue the 26th
Pm to Walden–
A thick driving snow—([^Something like–but less than that of the 19th]) There is a strong easterly
wind– & the snow is very damp— In the deepest hollows on the Brister-Hill path it has already
lodged handsomely— Suppose you descend into the deepest circular one—far beneath the sweep of
the blustering wind—where the flakes at last drop gently to their resting places— There is a level
white circular floor—indicating ice beneath—& all around the white-pines under an accumulating
snowy burthen are hung with drooping white wreathes or fans of snow The snow on Pitch pines takes
the forms of large balls, on, White pines often of [^great] rolling-pins— Already the trees are
bending in all directions into the paths & hollows as here– The birches here are bowed inward to the
open circle of the pond hole—their tops ap. buried in the old snow
Nothing can be prettier than the snow on the leafless shrub oaks—the twigs are so small &
numerous—little snowy arms crossing each other at every imaginable angle—like a whirligig. It is
surprising what a burden of snow already rests on little bare twigs hardly bigger than a knitting
needle—both as they stand perpendicularly & horizontally.
The great damp flakes come & soon bridge across the interval even 2 inches over between the forks
of such twigs where they are horizontal—one sticking to Another– It rests on such horizontal twigs
commonly in the form of a prism resting on one corner [^vertical section where no wind].
And in many places where the wind is felt—the80 little walls of snow are built out at an angle with
the perpendicular, in the direction whence the snow comes (a vertical section—or end)
Damp as it is—it like swans down—as if it lay as light as well as thick. As it is with these Shruboaks —so with the largest trees in the stiller parts of the woods—& even the lowest dead limbs of
the white pines are not prevented by the upper from bearing their part of the burden.
I am afraid I have not described vividly enough the aspect of that Lodging Snow of the 19th & today
partly I am Imagine the innumerable twigs & boughs of the forest (as you stand in its still midst)
crossing each other at every conceivable angle on every side from the ground to 30 feet in height —
with each its zigzag wall of snow 4 or 5 inches high—so innumerable at different distances one
behind another that they completely close up the view like a loose woven downy screen—into which
however stooping & winding you ceaselessly advance— The wintriest scene. Which perhaps can
only be seen in perfection while the snow is yet falling before wind & thaw begin. Else you miss,
you lose, the delicate touch of the Master. A coarse woof & warp of snowy batting– —leaving no
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space for a bird to perch.
I see where a partridge [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] has waddled through the
snow still falling—making a continuous track— I look in the direction to which it points—& see the
bird just skimming over the bushes 15 rods off. The plumes of pitch pines are first filled up solid—
then they begin to make great snowy casse-tétes—or pestles. In the fields the air is thick with driving
snow—you can only see a dozen rods into its woof & warp It fills either this ear or that & your eyes
with hard cutting blinding scales if you face it. It is forming shelly drifts behind the walls—&
stretches in folds across the roads— But in deep withdrawn hollows in the woods—the flakes at last
come gently & deviously down—lodging on every twig & leaf—& forming deep & downy—but &
level beds between & on the ice of the pools. The lowermost twigs support not less snow but more.
In many places where you knew there was a thrifty young wood—there appears to be none—for all
is bent down & almost completely buried in the snow. [^& you are stepping over them.] The P—
pines are most round headed— —& the [^young] White oaks are most leaved at top—& hence suffer
most–
What changes in the aspect of the earth—one day russet hills—& muddy ice—& yellow & greenish
pools in the fields– the next all painted white—the fie[l]ds & woods & roofs laid on thick— The
great sloshy pools in the fields freezing as they dried away—look like bread that has spewed in the
baking the fungi of a night—an acre in extent—but trust not your feet on it—for the underside is not
done.—there the principle of water still prevails.
Methinks that after any great storm in winter whether of snow or rain—the equilibrium of the air is
again disturbed & there comes a high wind shaking down the snow & drying up the water.
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February 7, Wednesday (2 mo. 7th, 4th day), 1855: Red Cedar Monthly Meeting in Iowa received a letter
signed by 47 Quakers requesting the establishment of two Preparative Meetings named “Winneshiek” and
“Springwater,” with these two to compose a new “Winneshiek Monthly Meeting.” “After a time of
deliberation” a committee of 8 Red Cedar Friends (Enoch Peasley, Jeremiah A. Grinnell, Asa Staples, Amos
Hampton, Brinton Darlington, David Tatum, Elisha Stratton, and James Schooley) was appointed to “consider
the subject” and “visit them if way should open.” After preparations had been made 6 members of this
committee would set off in a couple of carriages to traverse 150 miles of snowy wind-swept prairie: “A part
of their number [the committee] had visited them & were united with them in their request.” Winneshiek would
be added to the roll of Quaker centers of settlement and influence in the West.
A treaty was concluded between Russia and Japan setting out friendly relations, trade concerns and the
territorial status of the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin.
Henry Thoreau wrote to Thomas Cholmondeley in England a month after the Worcester lecture on “WHAT
SHALL IT PROFIT”:
I am from time to time congratulating myself on my
general want of success as a lecturer—apparent want of
success, but is it not a real triumph? I do my work
clean as I go along, and they will not be likely to
want me anywhere again. So there is no danger of my
repeating myself and getting to a barrel of sermons
which you must upset & begin again with.

To: Thomas Cholmondeley
From: HDT
Date: 2/7/55
Concord Mass.
Feb 7th 1855
Dear Cholmondeley,
I am glad
to hear that you have
arrived safely at Hodnet,
and that there is a
solid piece of ground of
that name which can support a man better than a
floating plank in that
to me as yet purely historical England.
But have I not seen you
with my own eyes, a piece of
England herself? and has not
your letter come out to me
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thence? I have now reason
to believe that Salop is as
real a place as Concord,
with, at least, as good
an underpinning of granite
Page 2
floating in liquid fire. I conyou
gratulate ^ on having arrived
safely at that floating isle,
after your disagreeable passage
in the steamer America. So
are we not all making a
passage, agreeable or disagreeable, in the steamer
Earth, trusting to arrive at
last at some less undulating Salop and Brother’s
house?
I cannot say that I
am surprised to hear that
you have joined the militia,
after what I have heard from
your lips, but I am glad
to doubt if there will be
occasion for your volunteering
into the line. Perhaps I am
thinking of the saying that
it is always darkest just
before day. I believe that
Page 3
it is only necessary that England
be fully awakened to a sense
of her position, in order that
she may right herself--especially
as the weather will soon
cease to be her foe.
I wish I could believe that
the cause in which you
are embarked is the
cause of the people of
England. However, I
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have no sympathy with
the idleness that would
contrast this fighting with
the teachings of the pulpit,
for perchance more true
virtue is being practised at
Sebastopol than in many
years of peace. It is a pity
that we seem to require
a war from time
to time
^ to assure us that there is any manhood still left in man.
Page 4
I was much pleased by
Wilkinson’s vigorous
& telling assault on Allopathy, though he substitutes another and perhaps
no stronger thi[g]h for that.
Something as good on
the whole conduct of the
war would be of service.
Can not Carlyle supply it?
We will not require him
to provide the remedy. Every
man to his trade.
As you know, I am
not in any sense a politician.
You who live in that snug
and compact isle may
dream of a glorious Commonwealth, but I have
some doubts whether I and
the new [k]ing of the Sandwich
Islands shall pull together.
When I think of the gold-diggers and the Mormons, the
slaves and slave-holders, and
Page 5
the flibustiers, I naturally
dream of a glorious
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private life. No—I am
not patriotic; I shall
not meddle with the
gem of the Antilles;
Gen. Quitman cannot
count on my aid, [alas]
[for] him.! nor can Gen.
Pierce.
I still take my daily walk
or skate over Concord fields
or meadows, and [on] the whole
have more to do with nature
than with man. We have not
had much snow this winter, but
have had some remarkably
cold weather, the mercury
Feb 6th not rising above 6° below
zero during the day, and the next
morning falling to 25°. Some
ice is still 20 inches thick about us.
A rise in the river has made
Page 6
uncommonly good skating
which I have improved to the
extent of some 30 miles at
a time, 15 out & 15 in.
Emerson is off westward,
enlightening the Hamiltonians
& others, mingling his thunder
with that of Niagara. Since his
themes are England & [S]lavery some
begin to claim him as a practical
man.
Channing still sits warming
his 5 wits—his sixth you
know is always limber—over
that stove, with the dog
down cellar.
Lowell has just been appointed
Professor of Belles Lettres in
Harvard University, in place of
Longfellow, resigned, and
will go very soon to spend
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another year in Europe before
taking his seat.
Page 7
I am from time to time
congratulating myself
on my general want of
success as a lecturer—apparent want of success, but
is it not a real triumph?
I do my work clean as I
go along, and they will not
be li[k]ely to want me anywhere again. So there is no
danger of my repeating myself
and getting to a barrel of
sermons which you must
upset & begin again with.
My father & mother
& sister all desire to be
remembered to you, &
trust that you will never
come within range of
Russian bullets.
Of course I would rather
think of you as settled
down there in Shropshire,
Page 8
in the camp of the English
people, making acquaintance
with your men—striking at
the root of the evil—perhaps
assaulting that rampart
of cotton bags that you
tell of. But it makes
no odds where a man goes
or stays if he is only about
his business.
Let me hear from you,
wherever you are, and
believe me yours ever
in the good fight,—
whether before Sebastopol
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or under the Wreken—
Henry D. Thoreau.
___________________________
Thomas Cholmondeley Esq
Hodnet
Market Drayton
Shropshire
England
Abbé Adrien-Emmanuel Rouquette wrote a letter of support from Mandeville, St. Tammany, Louisiana to Mr.
A.O. Brownson because Brownson’s Review was currently being attacked by the Catholic authorities at New
Orleans:
MON CHER MONSIEUR: — Je ne puis pas résister plus longtemps au
désir de vous écrire, pour vous témoigner ma haute estime, ma
vive sympathie et mon entière adhésion aux doctrines que vous
avez émises dans votre Revue. Depuis quelques mois, j’ai été,
si non étonné, du moins indigné du ton de la presse catholique et
des attaques diregées contre vous. C’est le sort ineévitable et
glorieux de tout écrivain qui ose dire la vérité abstraction
faite des susceptibilités individuelles ou nationales. Votre
article sur le “Nativisme Américain” était nécessaire; je n’y
trouve pas une syllabe à blâmer; la publication de cet article
a été un acte de grand courage. Je sais, Monsieur, que mon
opinion est peu de chose; mais vous me pardonnerez de vous
l’exprimer au milieu des circonstances douloureuses où votra âme
se trouve, quelque fortement trempe qu’elle soit. Je crois
accomplir un devoir; je n’ai pu résister à l’impulsion de mon
cœur. Je tiens ausse à vous dire, dans la crante que vous
puissiez penser le contraire, que je n’ai jamais eu aucune part
à la rédaction du “propagateur Catholique,” j’en désapprouve
l’esprit et la forme, en beaucoup de choses. Ansi, donc, sache bien
que je suis entièrement étranger à ce journal.
Croyez, mon cher Monsieur, que je ne vous oublie pas dans mes
prières, et veuillez recevoir de nouveau l’expression de ma
haute considération et de ma profonde sympathie.
Votre très-humble serviteur.
A. ROUQUETTE.
P.S. Je vous ai envoyé par la poste les “Saintes Voies de la
Croix,” par Marie Bourdon. Ce volume contient, selon moi, toute la
science des saints.
Feb 7th
The Coldest night for a long long time was last— Sheets froze stiff about the faces.
[^Cat mewed to have the door opened—but was at first disinclined to go out.]
When she [written over “the”] cat came in at 9—she smelt of meadow hay [^We all took her up &
smelled of her it was so fragrant]—had cuddled in some barn [^People dreaded to go to bed.]. The
ground cracked in the night as if a powder mill had blown up & the timbers of the house also— My
pail of water was frozen in the morning so

[Transcript]
CAT
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Must leave many buttons unbuttoned—owing to numb fingers that I could not break it— [^iron was
like fire in the hands] Thermometer at about 7 1/2 Am gone into the bulb—19°- at least–[^The cold
has stopped the clock] Every bearded man [^in the street] is a gray-beard Bread—meat—milk—
cheese &c &c all frozen–[^See the inside of your cellar door all covered & sparkling with frost like
Golconda] Pity the poor who have not a large woodpile. The latches are white with frost. [^& every
nail-head in entries &c has a white cap] The chopper hesitates to go to the woods. Yet I see S.
Wetherbee stumping past 3/4 of a mile for his morning’s dram— Neighbor Smiths thermometer
stood at 26°- early this morning–
But this day is at length more moderate than yesterday.
R Rice says that alewives used to go into Pelham Pond–[^that you may go up Larned Brk & so into
the Pond by a ditch] His Brother James skated from Sudbury to Billerica & by canal to Charleston
& back. He used to see where the Otter had slid at Ware (Weir?) Hill, a rod down the steep bank—
as if many hundred times— [^a thousand it was so smooth] After a thick snow had been falling in
the river & formed a slosh on the surface he could tell whether otter had been at work —by the holes
in this slosh or snowy water where they had put up their heads while fishing —The surface would
be all dotted with them. He had known musquash to make a canal & keep the water from freezing a
rod [^foot] wide. Thinks otter make their track by drawing themselves along by the fore feet
obliterating the track of their feet—[^But may not the tail suffice to do this in light snow?] Had seen
a fox catching mice in a meadow. He would jump up & come down on a tussuck & then look round
over the edge to see if he had scared any mice out of it.
2 frog hawks (white rump—& slaty wings—rather small hawk) have their nest regularly at his place
in Sudbury— He once saw one the male he thinks—come along from the meadow with a frog in his
claws. As he flew up toward [^& over] the wood where the other was setting—he uttered a peculiar
cry & the other darting out he let the frog drop 2 or 3 rods through the air which the other caught—.
He spoke of the Dunge Hole meaning that deep hollow & swamp by the road from the Wheeler’s to
White Pond. This prob. the same that is referred to in the Town Records.
Showed me a bunching up of the twigs of a large larch from his swamp—perfectly thick 2 feet in
diameter—40 feet up a tree. This principle extends ap. to all the evergreens. You could not begin to
see through this though all the leaves of course are off. Though [^“t” and “h” constructed with single
stroke] the cold has been moderate today compared with yesterday—it has got more into the houses
& barns & the farmers [^connected to caret following “This”] complain more of it while attending
to their cattle. This [^ie yesterday the 6th] will be remembered as the cold Tuesday. The old folks
still refer to the cold Friday—when they sat before great fires of wood 4 ft long with a fence of
blankets behind them & water froze on the mantel piece. But they say this is [^written over “was”]
as cold as that was.
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March 1855: THE SONG OF “HIAWATHA” was complete. In his notes to the poem, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow quoted from the coffee-table publication by Mrs. Mary Henderson Eastman, DAHCOTAH; OR, LIFE
AND LEGENDS OF THE SIOUX AROUND FORT SNELLING.
Officially designated to succeed Professor Longfellow as Smith Professor of Modern Languages and
Literatures at Harvard College, James Russell Lowell went off to tour Europe again — to brush up on his
foreign languages.
From Chile, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi passed through the Straits of Magellan to Rio de
Janeiro and on toward New-York.
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April 1855: After a number of “removal” years spent in a clapboard on North Pleasant Street, the
Dickinsons were able to repurchase their “The Mansion” home at 280 Main Street in Amherst, Massachusetts,
from Samuel Mack.
From Chile, the side-wheel steam frigate USS Mississippi had passed through the Straits of Magellan to Rio
de Janeiro, and during this month arrived at New-York.
Waldo Emerson received a note from Professor Louis Agassiz:
It will give me great pleasure to have your daughter
attend my school and I feel proud in the confidence you
place in me in trusting to my care ... one who must be
so dear to you. I trust this circumstance may lead to
a personal acquaintance between us which I regret has
not been brought about before.
Harvard College’s racist biologist during that era, and his wife, had set up their home in Cambridge as a
racially and sexually segregated school, in order to educate Ellen Emerson and Louisa May Alcott among other
toney white girls. We have, in the introduction to the character known as Professor Bhaer in LITTLE WOMEN,
OR, MEG, JO, BETH AND AMY, an impression of the author’s regard for her stocky Cambridge professor:
I was thanking my stars that I’d learned to make nice buttonholes,
when the parlor door opened and shut, and some one began to hum, —
“Kennst du das Land,”

like a big bumblebee. It was dreadfully improper, I know, but I couldn’t
resist the temptation, and lifting one end of the curtain before the glass door,
I peeped in. Professor Bhaer was there, and while he arranged his books,
I took a good look at him. A regular German — rather stout, with brown hair
tumbled all over his head, a bushy beard, good nose, the kindest eyes I ever
saw, and a splendid big voice that does one’s ears good, after our sharp or
slipshod American gabble. His clothes were rusty, his hands were large, and
he hadn’t a really handsome feature in his face, except his beautiful teeth, yet
I liked him, for he had a fine head, his linen was very nice, and he looked like
a gentleman, though two buttons were off his coat and there was a patch on
one shoe. He looked sober in spite of his humming, till he went to the window
to turn the hyacinth bulbs toward the sun, and stroke the cat, who received
him like an old friend. Then he smiled, and when a tap came at the door,
called out in a loud, brisk tone, — “Herein!”
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August 4, Saturday, 1855: New-York trader Townsend Harris was appointed Consul General to Japan.
With publication of the 1st edition of John Bartlett’s A COLLECTION OF FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS: WITH
COMPLETE INDICES OF AUTHORS AND SUBJECTS, just anybody and everybody became capable of posing as
well-educated (Bartlett ran the university bookstore that served Harvard College; this was his commonplace
book and had been privately printed at the request of friends who had come to consider him as almost a
resource).
Per James and John Haun’s diary of working their claims in and around Quincy, Nelson Point, and Rabbit
Creek (La Porte), California, this day’s activities produced $26 worth of gold: “I dreamed last night that I was
in company with my wife and sister Mary, on horse back. I was riding old Trump. My wife said he was nearly
starved to death. I know not where we were going. I thought John was riding his pony in some town. I felt that
my wife did not treat me as she ought to have done. She seemed distant. Well, we worked steady and hard all
day and only got $26. We have so much moving of boxes and hose and pipe. We had a pleasant haze at
noontime, but no appearance of rain. I so often think of my wife. Will she come out this fall with Dave?”

August 4: Just after bathing at the rock near the island this afternoon, after sunset, I saw a
flock of thousands of barn swallows
and some white-bellied, and perhaps others, for it was too
dark to distinguish them. They came flying over the river in loose array, wheeled and flew round in
a great circle over the bay there, about eighty feet high, with a loud twittering as if seeking a resting
place, then flew up the stream. I was very much surprised at their numbers. Directly after, hearing a
HENRY L. SHATTUCK buzzing sound, we found them all alighted on the dense golden willow hedge at Shattuck’s shore,
parallel with the shore, quite densely leaved and eighteen feet high. They were generally perched
five or six feet from the top, amid the thick leaves, filling it for eight or ten rods. They were very
restless, fluttering from one perch to another and about on another, and kept up a loud and
remarkable buzzing or squeaking, breathing or hum, with only occasionally a regular twitter, now
and then flitting alongside from one end of the row to the other. It was so dark we had to draw close
to see them. At intervals they were perfectly still for a moment, as if at a signal. At length, after
twenty or thirty minutes of bustle and hum, they all settled quietly to rest on their perches, I supposed
for the night. We had rowed up within a rod of one end of the row, looking up so as to bring the birds
between us and the sky, but they paid not the slightest attention to us. What was remarkable was:
first, their numbers; second, their perching on densely leaved willows; third, their buzzing or
humming, like a hive of bees, even squeaking notes; and fourth, their disregarding our nearness. I
supposed that they were preparing to migrate, being the early broods.
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Shattuck’s Shore along the Concord River (Gleason D7):
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1856: An Irish mercenary demonstrated British boxing and cudgel-fighting in Nanking at the home of the
T’ai-p’ing general Yang Hsiu-ch’ing, to the amusement of all.
Leaving his family in the United States, the Reverend Issachar J. Roberts
returned early in this year to
Canton by way of the Isthmus of Panama and the port of San Francisco. “Old Roberts” would need to wait
four years in Canton and Hong Kong before way would open for him to pay his anticipated influential visit to
the T’ai-p’ing “Heavenly King” in Nanking, Hung Hsiu Ch’üan
.
The 1st volume of the report NARRATIVE OF THE EXPEDITION OF AN AMERICAN SQUADRON TO THE CHINA
SEAS AND JAPAN, PERFORMED IN THE YEARS 1852, 1853, AND 1854 UNDER THE COMMAND OF COMMODORE
MATTHEW CALBRAITH PERRY, USN, BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES COMPILED
FROM NOTES AND JOURNALS OF PERRY AND HIS OFFICERS BY PERRY AND FRANCIS L. HAWKS, WITH
ILLUSTRATIONS, was published under order of the Congress of the United States of America in Washington
DC (volume 2 would be published in 1857 and Volume 3 in 1858). In Commodore Perry’s report of his
expedition to open Japan he opinioned that “the people of America” would be able “in some form or other”
eventually to “extend their dominion and their power” until they have “placed the Saxon race upon the Eastern
shores of Asia.”102
RACISM

Wilhelm Heine published his GRAPHIC SCENES OF THE JAPAN EXPEDITION, helping to feed Western interest
in Oriental art and Orientalism.
William Speiden, Jr. would become a US naval storekeeper in Hong Kong and would serve in that position
until 1864 — then spending the final portion of his life in New-York City.
1856: In Japan, for the 1st time, and at the request of US envoy Townsend Harris, cow’s milk was produced,
and a calf was butchered, for human consumption. (Harris would become the 1st US consul general to Japan.)
April 13, Sunday, 1856: Many of the details of Martin Scorsese’s recent film “Silence” have been mined from
a fiction by Shusaku Endo, but his novel does quite well tell of the experiences of Portuguese Jesuit
missionaries in Japan. On this day Japan decided to open certain of its ports to foreigners, continuing the
abandonment of its previous policy of persecution of Christians.

Sunday Ap. 13th ’56
8 Am. Up RR — Cold — & froze in the
night. The Sallow will not open
till some time today.
I hear a bay wing on the RR. fence sing
102. This attitude of Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s would be repeatedly referred to, with approval, in the 1940s and early
1950s, by the intelligence sidekick General Douglas MacArthur referred to as “my little fascist,” General Charles A. Willoughby
(“Willoughby” was an Englishing of the Junker family name “von Tscheppe-Weidenbach,” and this intelligence chief was not only
a racist but also an unequivocal and exceedingly vocal Antisemite.)
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the rythm — somewhat like — —
[^or here here]
[^fast]
char char, che che, chip chip chip,
[^very fast & jingling[ [^jinglingly]
chitter chitter chitter chit, tchea tchea.
It has another strain considerably different but
a 2nd also sings the above — 2 on different posts are
steadily singing the same — as if contending with each
other — notwithstanding the cold wind.
P. m. to Walden — & F. H. Ponds —
Still cold & windy
The early gooseberry leafbuds — in garden has [^have]
burst — now like small green frilled horns. — Also
the Amelanchier flower buds are bursting.
As I go down the R. R.-causeway — I see a flock
of 8 or 10 bay-wing sparrows’ fitting along the
fence & alighting on the apple tree — There
are many robins about also — Do they not
incline more to fly in flocks a cold & windy day
like this?
The snow ice is now all washed [^& melted] off of
Walden — down to the dark green clear ice
which appears to be 7 or 8 inches thick & is
quite hard still — At a little distance
you would mistake it for {water} —
further off still is [^as] from F.H. Hill — it is
blue as in summer — You can still get
on to it from the southerly side — but
elsewhere there is a narrow canal 2 or 3 to
12 feet wide next the shore — It may
last 4 or 5 days longer, even if the
weather is warm —
As I go by the andromeda ponds I hear
the tut tut of a few croaking frogs.
and at Well meadow I hear once or
twice a prolonged stertorous sound — as from
river meadows a little later usually [^—] which
is undoubtedly made by a dif. frog from
the first —
Fair. Haven Pond to my surprise is completely open — It was so entirely frozen
over on the 8th ult — that I think
the finishing stroke must have been given
to it — but by last nights rain. Say then
Ap. 13th (?)
Return over the shrub oak plain
& the Cliffs. Still no cowslip — nor saxifrage
There were alders out at Well meadow
head — as large bushes as any — can they
? be A. serrulata — V. leaves by & by.
Standing on the Cliffs I see most snow
when I look s. w. — indeed scarcely a
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particle in any other direction — [^far or near] from
which & from other observations — I
infer that there is most snow now
under the N.E. sides of the hills — especially
in ravines there.
At the entrance to the Boiling spring wood
just beyond the Orchard — (of Haden) the N. E.
angle of the wood — there is still a snow
drift as high as the wall — or 3 1/2 feet
deep — stretching [^quite] across the road at that
height — & the snow reaches 6 rods down
the road. I doubt if there is as much
in the road anywhere else in the town —
It is quite impassable there still to a
horse — as it has been since December —
all winter. — This is the heel of the winter
Scare up 2 turtle doves in the
dry stubble in Wheelers hill field
by the RR — I saw two together once before
this year — probably they have paired.
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August 20, Wednesday, 1856: Per the Sacramento, California Daily Union:
KILLING. — Two Mexicans who had been drinking together
on Monday, August 4th began disputing, as is frequent
in such cases, which resulted in a fight. One of them,
Juan Mercado, had a bar of soap in his hand, the other
had a knife. After a few passes by the one whose name
is unknown, and a little dexterous dodging on the part
of the other, Mercado received a wound across the arm,
the knife passing down to the bone. Before medical aid
could be procured, he became exhausted from loss of
blood, and soon after died. An inquest was held before
Judge Sackett, and a verdict returned in accordance with
the facts. The assassin is still at large.
The Weekly Reveille of Vevay, Indiana contained the following description of “Intoxication of the Ear”
occasioned by use of cannabis:
During the hallucinations by taking the Indian hemp, the
intensity of the sense of sound is most striking.
The celebrated Theodore Gualtier related to Dr. Moreau,
in poetic language — what it is hopeless to attempt to
translate, so as to give an idea of the style of this
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highly imaginative author — the sensations produced.
He says that his “sense of hearing was prodigiously
developed. I actually heard the noise of colors — green,
red, blue, yellow sounds reached me in waves perfectly
distinct; a glass overthrown, the creaking of a foot
stool, a word pronounced low, vibrated and shook me like
peals of thunder; my own voice appeared to me so loud,
that I dared not speak for fear of shattering the walls
around me, or making me burst like an explosive shell;
more than five hundred clocks sang out the hour with
harmonious, silvery sound; every sonorous object
rounded like the note of a harmonica or Æolian harp; I
swam or floated in an ocean of sound.” Such is the
exaggerated language which has been employed by an
individual whose taste and enjoyment of music have
rendered his criticism on that art so much sought after.
The era of exclusion of foreign Christians described in the movie “Silence” having recently been brought to
an end, this Indiana gazette was able to continue immediately with intriguing observations about “Japanese
Women” offered by a Western gentleman who had evidently made himself something of an expert on the topic
— a “Captain Whittingham” who described having embarked on a venturesome walk while in a port:
Just arrived from the tropics, the ruddy, too ruddy
cheeks, red lips, and eyes bright with health, struck
me most; the face and features are too Mongolean [sic];
their forms are full and tall, the skin fair; small,
uncompressed, stockingless feet, and luxuriant hair,
and white and even teeth, complete the number of charms
of the young and unmarried; the married blacken their
teeth, and destroy other charms most ruthlessly, which
I at first imagined proceeded from the jealousy of their
lords; but subsequently hearing that a man’s momentary
dislike permits him to send away his wife, and that
Japanese dames may vie in renown with the buried matrons
of Republican Rome, I was at a loss to guess a cause,
until I accidentally heard that any official seeing a
pretty woman married to an inferior, and wishing it, may
take her to his home as an additional wife. I hope that
neither of these causes of divorce are common; indeed,
my walks in the country led me eventually to think that
they are not usual, as I saw rosy, blooming children
rushing out of almost every cottage door.
Eventually this Indiana gazette got around to offering its readership an interesting tidbit about astronomy:
The nearest fixed star is Sirius, called the Dog-star,
which is calculated to be 2,200,000,000,000 miles from
the earth, or 27,000 times further off than the sun is.
A ray of light from Sirius, travelling as fast as a
cannon-ball at its greatest speed, will take 523,211
years to reach the earth.
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Rain all night & today—making it
a little chilly—though I sit with open
window— I should think it uncomfortably
cool with it closed— Some must have
a little fire
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1858
March 4, Thursday, 1858: Henry Thoreau perused A DICTIONARY OF THE ABNAKE LANGUAGE, IN NORTH
AMERICA created by the French Jesuit missionary Father Sébastien Rasles S.J. of the province of Québec
in 1691, as published in 1833 by John Pickering.

“HUCKLEBERRIES”: Father Raslles — who was making a DICTIONARY OF THE
ABENAKI LANGUAGE in 1691 (at Norridgewock?) — says that their word
for blueberries was fresh Satar, dry Sakisatar — and the words in
their name for July meant when the blueberries are ripe. This
shows how important they were to them.

Henry noted that what people who speak a language “have a word for, they have a thing for,” that when a
lexicographer supplies the word used in a native language, “the question is settled, — that is a clincher. Let us
know what words they had and how they used them, and we can infer almost all the rest.” Had he noticed that
in none of the many thousands of native languages spoken on the West Coast of this continent, were there any
local words for “gold” or “shoe” or “hat” — so that when the Spanish arrived belatedly on the scene their
words for these items were adopted by the natives and incorporated into their idioms, recognizable variations
of the Spanish “oro” and the Spanish “zapato” and the Spanish “sombrero,” Thoreau would have been able to
come to the inference that prior to the arrival of these Europeans, these local native populations had no need
for shoes to protect their feet from stuff on the path, or for hats to protect their heads from the sun, and had not
paid the least attention to the fact that shiny fragments of yellow metal littered their streambeds. The painful
bristles of plants, bristles that make walking barefoot painful now, happen to have been introduced by plants
that are not native to the West Coast, plants that are quite recently intrusive such as thistles, so there had been
no great need for shoes. Back then people had enough sense to stay out of the direct sun of summer so, although
women did weave baskets that they wore on their heads for adornment, there was not that much of a demand
for the sort of hat you would need to shade your skull from the sun. Real shade does the trick quite nicely! The
local peoples had their wampum, strings of shaped seashells that served the economic function of cash money,
so why would they have needed to go to the labor of digging up and carrying around heavy pieces of yellow
rock?
The complete answer to “Why didn’t you discover gold?” would thus be “Well, we would’ve if there’d been
some point to it.”
Matthew Calbraith Perry died in New-York.
At the final meeting of the Topeka legislature in the Kansas Territory there was not a quorum, due entirely to
a lack of interest.
In a speech before the federal Senate, James Henry Hammond outlined a “Mudsill” theory of economic life:
In all social systems there must be a class to do the menial
duties, to perform the drudgery of life. That is, a class
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requiring but a low order of intellect and but little skill.
Its requisites are vigor, docility, fidelity. Such a class you
must have, or you would not have that other class which leads
progress, civilization, and refinement. It constitutes the very
mud-sill of society and of political government; and you might
as well attempt to build a house in the air, as to build either
the one or the other, except on this mud-sill. Fortunately for
the South, she found a race adapted to that purpose to her hand.
A race inferior to her own, but eminently qualified in temper,
in vigor, in docility, in capacity to stand the climate,
to answer all her purposes. We use them for our purpose,
and call them slaves. We found them slaves by the common
“consent of mankind,” which, according to Cicero, lex naturae
est. The highest proof of what is Nature’s law. We are oldfashioned at the South yet; slave is a word discarded now by
“ears polite;” I will not characterize that class at the North
by that term; but you have it; it is there; it is everywhere;
it is eternal.
The Senator from New York said yesterday that the whole world
had abolished slavery. Aye, the name, but not the thing; all the
powers of the earth cannot abolish that. God only can do it when
he repeals the fiat, “the poor ye always have with you;” for the
man who lives by daily labor, and scarcely lives at that, and
who has to put out his labor in the market, and take the best
he can get for it; in short, your whole hireling class of manual
laborers and “operatives,” as you call them, are essentially
slaves. The difference between us is, that our slaves are hired
for life and well compensated; there is no starvation, no
begging, no want of employment among our people, and not too
much employment either. Yours are hired by the day, not cared
for, and scantily compensated, which may be proved in the most
painful manner, at any hour in any street in any of your large
towns. Why, you meet more beggars in one day, in any single
street of the city of New-York, than you would meet in a lifetime
in the whole South. We do not think that whites should be slaves
either by law or necessity. Our slaves are black, of another and
inferior race. The status in which we have placed them is an
elevation. They are elevated from the condition in which God
first created them, by being made our slaves. None of that race
on the whole face of the globe can be compared with the slaves
of the South. They are happy, content, unaspiring, and utterly
incapable, from intellectual weakness, ever to give us any
trouble by their aspirations. Yours are white, of your own race;
you are brothers of one blood. They are your equals in natural
endowment of intellect, and they feel galled by their
degradation. Our slaves do not vote. We give them no political
power. Yours do vote, and, being the majority, they are the
depositories of all your political power. If they knew the
tremendous secret, that the ballot-box is stronger than “an army
with banners,” and could combine, where would you be?
Your society
would
be
reconstructed,
your
government
overthrown, your property divided, not as they have mistakenly
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attempted to initiate such proceedings by meeting in parks, with
arms in their hands, but by the quiet process of the ballot-box.
You have been making war upon us to our very hearthstones.
How would you like for us to send lecturers and agitators North,
to teach these people this, to aid in combining, and to lead
them?
March 4. Thermometer 14° this morning, and this makes decent sleighing of the otherwise [Transcript]
soft snow.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
Father Rasle’s dictionary of the Abenaki language amounts to a very concentrated and trustworthy
natural history of that people, though it was not completed. What they have a word for, they have a
thing for. A traveller may tell us that he thinks they used a pavement, or built their cabins in a certain
form, or soaked their seed corn in water, or had no beard, etc., etc.; but when one gives us the word
for these things, the question is settled, — that is a clincher. Let us know what words they had and
how they used them, and we can infer almost all the rest. The lexicographer not only says that a
certain people have or do a certain thing, but, being evidently a disinterested party, it may be allowed
that he brings sufficient evidence to prove it. He does not so much assert as exhibit. He has no
transient or private purpose to serve.
CALIFORNIA
The snow balls particularly when, as now, colder weather comes after a damp snow has fallen on
muddy ground, and it is soft beneath while just freezing above.
I grow so fast and am so weighed down and hindered, that I have to stop continually and look for a
rock where I may kick off these newly acquired heels and soles.

July 29, Thursday, 1858: In Tokyo, a 1st Treaty of Amity and Commerce was entered into between Japan and
the United States of America, on board the sidewheel steam frigate USS Powhatan in Edo (Tokyo Bay), Japan,
further opening Japan to foreign trade. This called for exchange of diplomats, opening 6 additional Japanese
ports to US trade each with its own US consul, a fixed tariff, opening of 3 Japanese ports as US Navy supply
depots, and abolition of the opium trade. The agreement added the ports of Kanagawa and Nagasaki to the
harbors that would be open to American ships. This would be termed “the Harris Treaty” since it had been
negotiated by American Consul to Japan and New-York merchant Townsend Harris (1804-1878) with the
Tokugawa Shogunate.
After one failure, the USS Niagara and the HMS Agamemnon reached a point in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean to begin laying the east half and the west half of an ocean-floor transatlantic telegraph cable.
The Niagara made for Newfoundland while the Agamemnon made for Ireland.

July 29: P.M. –To Pine Hill, looking for the Vaccinium Pennsylvanicum berries. I find plenty
of bushes, but these bear very sparingly. They appear to bear but one or two years before they are
overgrown. Also they probably love a cool atmosphere, for they bear annually on mountains, as
Monadnock. Where the woods have been cut a year or two they have put forth fresh shoots of a
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livelier green. The V. vacillans berries are in dense clusters, raceme-like, as huckleberries are not.
I see nowadays young martins [Purple Martin Progne subis] perched on the dead tops of high
trees; also young swallows on the telegraph wire.
In the Chinese novel “Ju-Kiao-Li, or The Two Fair Cousins,” I find in a motto to a chapter (quoted):
“He who aims at success should be continually on his guard against a thousand accidents. How many
preparations are necessary before the sour plum begins to sweeten! … But if supreme happiness was
to be attained in the space of an hour, of what use would be in life the noblest sentiments?” (Page
227.) Also these verses on page 230:–
“Nourished by the study of ten thousand different works,
The pen in hand, one is equal to the gods.
Let not humility take its rank amongst virtues:
Genius never yields the palm that belongs to it.”
Again, page 22, vol. ii:–
“If the spring did not announce its reign by the return of the leaves,
The moss, with its greenish tints, would find favor in men’s eyes.”

THE TWO FAIR COUSINS

August 26, Thursday, 1858: Lord Elgin and representatives of the Tokugawa shogunate signed an Anglo/
Japanese Treaty of Amity and Commerce. A representative of the British government would be permitted to
reside at Yedo, and on January 1, 1862 British subjects would be permitted to reside there as well. On January
1, 1863 British subjects would be permitted to reside also at Yedo. On July 1, 1859 the ports of Hakodate,
Kanagawa, and Nagasaki would open to British commerce, with British subjects allowed to travel within a 25mile radius. The port of Hyogo would open to British commerce on January 1, 1863.

August 26: P.M. – To Great Meadows.
“Downriver,” “To Great Meadow,” and “To Hill” signified a
northward trip down the Concord River below the triple point of
the confluence. After passing through a straight reach aligned
by the local bedrock strike, arched by two bridges, and flanked
by gravel bars of historic sediment that were repeatedly
dredged, he entered the north side of Great Meadow. Bounded by
the site of the Old North Bridge to the southwest and Ball’s
Hill to the northeast, it was two miles long and half a mile
across. When in flood, the meadow was his favorite inland sea
to sail upon because the wind was least impeded and the waves
were highest.
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11
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The Solidago arguta is apparently in its prime. Hips of moss rose not long scarlet. The Juncus
effusus, a long [time] withered (the upper part). The liatris is about (or nearly) in prime. Aster lœvis,
how long?
Two interesting tall purplish grasses appear to be the prevailing ones now in dry and sterile neglected
fields and hillsides, – Andropogon furcatus, forked beard grass, and apparently Andropogon
scoparius, [Put with this Andropogon, i.e. Sorghum, nutans. Vide September 6th.] purple wood grass,
though the last appears to have three awns like an Aristida. The first is a very tall and slender-culmed
grass, with four or five purple finger-like spikes, raying upward from the top. It is very abundant on
the hillside behind Peter’s. The other is also quite slender, two to three or four feet high, growing in
tufts and somewhat curving, also commonly purple and with pretty purple stigmas like the last, and
it has purple anthers. [Broom grass, perhaps.] When out of bloom. its appressed spikes are recurving
and have a whitish hairy or fuzzy look.
These are the prevailing conspicuous flowers where I walk this afternoon in dry ground. I have
sympathy with them because they are despised by the farmer and occupy sterile and neglected soil.
They also by their rich purple reflections or tinges seem to express the ripeness of the year. It is highcolored like ripe grapes, and expresses a maturity which the spring did not suggest. Only the August
sun could have thus burnished these culms and leaves. The farmer has long since done his upland
haying, and he will not deign to bring his scythe to where these slender wild grasses have at length
flowered thinly. You often see the bare sand between them. I walk encouraged between the tufts of
purple wood grass, over the sandy fields by the shrub oaks, glad to recognize these simple
contemporaries. These two are almost the first grasses that I have learned to distinguish. I did not
know by how many friends I was surrounded. The purple of their culms excites me like that of the
pokeweed stems.
Think what refuge there is for me before August is over, from college commencements and society
that isolates me! I can skulk amid the tufts of purple wood grass on the borders of the Great Fields!
Wherever I walk this afternoon the purple-fingered grass stands like a guide-board and points my
thoughts to more poetic paths than they have lately travelled.
A man shall, perchance, rush by and trample down plants as high as his head, and cannot be said to
know that they exist, though he may have cut and cured many tons of them for his cattle. Yet,
perchance, if he ever favorably attend to them, he may be overcome by their beauty.
Each humblest plant, or weed, as we call it, stands there to express some thought or mood of ours,
and yet how long it stands in vain! I have walked these Great Fields so many Augusts and never yet
distinctly recognized these purple companions that I have there. I have brushed against them and
trampled them down, forsooth, and now at last they have, as it were, risen up and blessed me. Beauty
and true wealth are always thus cheap and despised. Heaven, or paradise, might be defined as the
place which men avoid. Who can doubt that these grasses which the farmer says are of no account
to him find some compensation in my appreciation of them? I may say that I never saw them before,
or can only recall a dim vision of them, and now wherever I go I hardly see anything else. It is the
reign and presidency only of the andropogons.
I walk down the Great Meadows on the upland side. They are still mowing, but have not got more
than half, and probably will not get nearly all. I see where the tufts of Arum peltandrum have been
cut off by the mower, and the leaves are all gone, but the still green fruit, which had curved
downward close to the ground on every side amid the stubble, was too low for his scythe, and so
escaped. Thus this plant is perpetuated in such localities, though it may be cut before the seed is
mature.
The wool-grass, black-bracted, of these meadows long since went out of bloom, and is now not
merely withered at top but wasted half away, and is quite gray, while that which I examine in another
meadow, green-bracted, has but recently ceased to bloom. Looking from this side, the meadow
appears to be filled almost exclusively with wool-grass, yet very little has any culm or has blossomed
this year. I notice, however, one tract, in the midst of the rest, an oblong square with perfectly straight
sides, reaching from the upland toward the river, where it has quite generally blossomed and the
culms still stand as high as my head. This, plainly, is because the land of a particular proprietor has
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been subjected to a peculiar treatment.
Minott tells me that once, one very dry summer, when but part of these meadows had been cut,
Moore and Hosmer got the owners to agree to have them burnt over, in the expectation that it would
improve the quality of the grass, and they made quite an affair of it, – had a chowder, cooked by
Moore’s boys, etc.; but the consequence was that this wool-grass came in next year more than ever.
Some come a good way for their meadow-grass, even from Lincoln. George Baker has some in this
meadow and some in the Sudbury meadows. But Minott says they want to get rid of their river
meadow now, since they can get more and very much better grass off their redeemed swamps, or
meadows of their own making, near home. Hardhack, meadow-sweet, alders, maples, etc., etc.,
appear to be creeping into the meadow. M. says they used to mow clean up to the ditch by the hard
land. He remembers how he used to suffer from the heat, working out in the sun on these broad
meadows, and when they took their luncheon, how glad he was to lie along close to the water, on the
wet ground under the white maples by the riverside. And then one would swim a horse over at the
Holt, go up to Jack Buttrick’s Goodwin puts the “Holt” lower down, where I did.(now Abner’s),
where there was a well of cool water, and get one or two great jugs full, with which he recrossed on
the horse. He tells of one fellow who trod water across there with a jug in each hand!
He has seen young woodcocks in the nest there, i.e. on the ground where he had mowed, the middle
of August; and used to see the summer ducks perched on the maples, on some large limb close up to
the main stem, since they cannot cling to a small twig.

GEORGE MINOTT

October 9, Saturday, 1858: After a railroad trip of almost 25 days from the Pacific Railroad’s westermost
route terminus at Tipton in central Missouri, the initial package of Butterfield Overland Mail from California
arrived in St. Louis on the eastern margin of the state (which bested the previous shortest time for the pony
express by fully 10 days).
A Treaty of Amity and Commerce between France and Japan was signed in Edo (now Tokyo) by one or
another representative of the Tokugawa shogunate in conjunction with Baron Jean-Baptiste-Louis Gros,
commander of the French expedition in China, who was being assisted by Baron Charles Gustave Martin de
Chassiron and Alfred, Marquis de Moges — opening diplomatic relations between the two nations.

Oct. 9: Cold and northwest wind still. The maple swamps begin to look smoky, they are
already so bare. Their fires, so faded, are pale-scarlet or pinkish. Some Cornus sericea looks quite
greenish yet. Huckleberry leaves falling fast.
I go to the Cliffs. The air is clear, with a cold northwest wind, and the trees beginning to be bare.
The mountains are darker and distincter, and Walden, seen from this hill, darker blue. It is quite
Novemberish. People are making haste to gather the remaining apples this cool evening.103 Baywings [Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus (Bay-wing or White-in-tail or Grass Finch or
Grass-bird)] flit along road.
Crows [American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos] fly over and caw at you now.
Methinks hawks are more commonly seen now, – the slender marsh hawk
for one. I see four or
five in different places. I watch two marsh hawks which rise from the woods before me as I sit on
the Cliff, at first plunging at each other, gradually lifting themselves as they come round in their
gyrations, higher and higher, and floating toward the southeast. Slender dark motes they are at last,
almost lost to sight, but every time they come round eastward I see the light of the westering sun
reflected from the under sides of their wings.
Those little bits of phosphorescent wood which I picked up on the 4th have glowed each evening
103. And for some time after.

RED MAPLE
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since, but required wetting to get the most light out of them. This evening only one, about two inches
long, shows any light. This was wet last evening, but is now apparently quite dry. If I should wet it
again, it would, no doubt, glow again considerably.
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1859
1859: The 1st Protestant missionaries entered Nagasaki. They were under strict orders not to attempt any
proselytization of the common people of Japan and were under constant police surveillance.
January 4, Tuesday, 1859: Tokugawa Iemochi became Shogun in Japan.
In Kinsman, Ohio and then on his adventure after gold in Colorado, winding up back in Kansas, Luke Fisher
Parsons would be keeping a diary (we notice immediately that it is a diary, not a journal; he would also be
keeping a diary, a most incomplete one, during his Union service in the Civil War, though its fragments have
not been considered worth transcribing).
After running all over town after horse and buggy to go to a
Donation, I concluded to enjoy myself by staying at home.
January 4. A northeast snow-storm, or rather a north snow-storm, very hard to face.
P.M. to Walden in it. It snows very hard, driving along almost horizontally, falling but a foot or two
in a rod. Nobody is in the street, or thinks of going out far except on important business. Most roads
are trackless. The snow may be now fifteen to eighteen inches deep. As I go along the causeway,
I find it is one thing to go south, or from the wind, another to face it. I can see through the storm a
house or large tree only a quarter of a mile; beyond all is white falling snow. Woods and single trees
seen through this air are all dark or black. The surface of the snow is in great waves whose ridges
run from east to west, about a rod apart, or generally less, –say ten feet, –low and gentle swells. The
small white pines stand thus, the lower branches loaded and bent down the ground, while the upper
are commonly free and erect:–

But the pitch pines near Thrush Alley are the most interesting objects, for they hold much more
snow. The snow lodges on their plumes, and, bending them down, it accumulates more and more on
the angle generally at the base of the several plumes, in little conical heaps shaped somewhat like
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this: —

differing according to the number and position of the plumes. They look as if a child had stuck up
its elbow under a white sheet.

Some small ones stand stiffly upright like a soldier’s plume. Several trees will be so fallen together
and intermingled that you do not see them distinctly. At the same time the lowermost small black
and dead horizontal limbs near the ground, where there is least wind and jar,– these almost
exclusively,– say for six or eight feet up, are covered with upright walls of snow five or six times
their own height and zigzagging with them like the Wall of China; or like great white caterpillars
they lie along them, these snowy sloths; or rather it is a labyrinth, a sort of cobweb, of broad white
belts in the air. Only a dim twilight struggles through to this lower region, and the sight of these
snowy walls or labyrinths suggests a rare stillness, freedom from wind and jar. If you try to stoop
and wind your way there, you get your neck and ears full of snow.

I can’t draw it. That is, for each dead pine branch you have a thin flat branch of snow resting on it,
an exaggeration of the former. It is a still white labyrinth of snowy purity, and you can look far into
its recesses under the green and snowy canopy, – a labyrinth of which, perchance, a rabbit may have
the clue. I noticed one pitch pine about three feet high so snowed up, and its branches all drooping,
it looked like a draped statue or a white-ant hill.
In the woods the snow is often two feet deep, and you must walk at a very deliberate pace if you
would keep it up. Still the withered hoary goldenrods (chiefly S. nemoralis) and asters (perhaps
oftenest A. dumosus) rise above the snow here and there,– gray weeds, sufficiently dry and
everlasting. The oak leaves, especially the black oak leaves, are very agreeable and wholesome
colors. The deeper the snow, the more universal the whiteness, the more agreeable is this color.
Your breath causes the snow to turn to ice in your beard; a shaggy mass of icicles it becomes, which
makes you look like a man from the extreme north.
When it grew late, the air being thick and unelastic in this storm, I mistook the distant sound of the
locomotive whistle for the hoot of an owl. It was quite like it. I see, nevertheless, a few tree sparrows
[American Tree Sparrow Spizella arborea] about, looking chubbier than ever, their feathers
being puffed up, and flitting and twittering merrily along the fence.
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Turning north, the large rather moist flakes actually put out your eyes, and you must manage to look
through the merest crack. Even in the midst of the storm I see where great clouds of fine snow roll
down the wood-side, the wind shaking the snow from the trees. It looks like the vapor from the
locomotive.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

[Transcript]
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August 13, Saturday, 1859: Dinorah-Quadrille op.224 by Johann Baptist Strauss II was performed for the
initial time, in Pavlovsk (also premiered was his Der kobold op.226, a polka mazur).
The schooner USS Fenimore Cooper was doing surveying work in the Pacific Ocean when it was destroyed in
a typhoon off Yokohama, Japan.
Richard Henry Dana, Jr. began to investigate the differences that the years had made not only in himself but
also in the San Francisco Bay area of California.
AND NOW, FOR SOMETHING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT, A REPORT FROM OUR SAILOR:
On the evening of Saturday, the 13th of August, 1859, the superb steamship Golden Gate, gay with
crowds of passengers, and lighting the sea for miles around with the glare of her signal lights of red, green,
and white, and brilliant with lighted saloons and staterooms, bound up from the Isthmus of Panama,
neared the entrance to San Francisco, the great centre of a world-wide commerce. Miles out at sea,
on the desolate rocks of the Farallones, gleamed the powerful rays of one of the most costly and effective
light-houses in the world. As we drew in through the Golden Gate, another light-house met our eyes,
and in the clear moonlight of the unbroken California summer we saw, on the right, a large fortification
protecting the narrow entrance, and just before us the little island of Alcatraz confronted us,– one entire
fortress. We bore round the point toward the old anchoring-ground of the hide ships, and there, covering the
sand-hills and the valleys, stretching from the water’s edge to the base of the great hills, and from the old
Presidio to the Mission, flickering all over with the lamps of its streets and houses, lay a city of one hundred
thousand inhabitants. Clocks tolled the hour of midnight from its steeples, but the city was alive from the
salute of our guns, spreading the news that the fortnightly steamer had come, bringing mails and passengers
from the Atlantic world. Clipper ships of the largest size lay at anchor in the stream, or were girt to the
wharves; and capacious high-pressure steamers, as large and showy as those of the Hudson or Mississippi,
bodies of dazzling light, awaited the delivery of our mails to take their courses up the Bay, stopping at
Benicia and the United States Naval Station, and then up the great tributaries– the Sacramento, San Joaquin,
and Feather Rivers– to the far inland cities of Sacramento, Stockton, and Marysville.
The dock into which we drew, and the streets about it, were densely crowded with express wagons and
hand-carts to take luggage, coaches and cabs for passengers, and with men,– some looking out for friends
among our hundreds of passengers,– agents of the press, and a greater multitude eager for newspapers
and verbal intelligence from the great Atlantic and European world. Through this crowd I made my way,
along the well-built and well-lighted streets, as alive as by day, where boys in high-keyed voices were
already crying the latest New York papers; and between one and two o’clock in the morning found myself
comfortably abed in a commodious room, in the Oriental Hotel, which stood, as well as I could learn,
on the filled-up cove, and not far from the spot where we used to beach our boats from the Alert.

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR AUGUST 13th]
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1860: A delegation was sent by the Shogunate of Japan to Washington DC, to sign a commercial treaty.
Selected to go to the US with this delegation was Nakahama Manjiro, known to the Americans as John
Manjiro. The delegation traveled aboard the Kanrin-maru, Japan’s first large ocean-going ship, which he had
helped to create. During this visit Manjiro would return to Fairhaven near Cape Cod to pay his respects at the
grave of Captain William H. Whitfield, and to have a reunion with the elderly sisters who had taught him
English there when he had been 14 years of age.

JOHN MANJIRO
1860: Laurence Oliphant’s monstrously chauvinist and self-important NARRATIVE OF THE EARL OF ELGIN’S
MISSION TO CHINA AND JAPAN IN THE YEARS 1857, ’58, ’59, an account that would be immediately
appreciated by Waldo Emerson:
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LORD ELGIN IN THE EAST
ELGIN IN CHINA I
ELGIN IN CHINA II
ELGIN IN CHINA III
ELGIN IN CHINA IV
ELGIN IN CHINA V
ELGIN IN CHINA VI
ELGIN IN CHINA VII
ELGIN IN CHINA VIII
ELGIN IN CHINA IX
ELGIN IN CHINA X
ELGIN IN CHINA XI
ELGIN IN CHINA XII
ELGIN IN CHINA XIII
ELGIN IN CHINA XIV
ELGIN IN CHINA XV
ELGIN IN CHINA XVI
ELGIN IN CHINA XVII
ELGIN IN CHINA XVIII
ELGIN IN CHINA XIX
ELGIN IN CHINA XX
APPENDIX ABOUT CHINA
EARL OF ELGIN IN JAPAN
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ELGIN IN JAPAN I
ELGIN IN JAPAN II
ELGIN IN JAPAN III
ELGIN IN JAPAN IV
ELGIN IN JAPAN V
ELGIN IN JAPAN VI
ELGIN IN JAPAN VII
ELGIN IN JAPAN VIII
ELGIN IN JAPAN IX
ELGIN IN JAPAN X
ELGIN IN JAPAN XI
ELGIN IN JAPAN XII
ELGIN IN JAPAN XIII
ELGIN IN JAPAN XIV
ELGIN IN JAPAN XV
ELGIN IN JAPAN XVI
ELGIN IN JAPAN XVII
ELGIN IN JAPAN XVIII
ELGIN IN JAPAN XIX
ELGIN IN JAPAN XX
1860: Jonathan Goble, who had accompanied Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry’s 1852-1854 voyage to
Japan as a marine, returned there as the 1st Baptist missionary to that archipelago.
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January 7, night of the full moon in January/April 6, night after the night of the full moon, 1860: Harvard
Observatory produced a stereoscopic104 collodion105 photograph of the surface of the moon. For the 1st time
one could get some direct sense of curvature and of depth, and mountains and valleys. The trick is, stare at this
and let your eyes cross until the 4 images merge to produce a row of 3 images, and then transfer your attention
to the middle image and inspect it as if you were inspecting someone’s face:106
ASTRONOMY

As the Tokugawa army underwent modernization, Sir Rutherford Alcock, a British diplomat, reported that
“The commonest sound in Edo is the musket and artillery practice of the soldiers.” Japanese martial art training
had been relying almost exclusively on prearranged sets known as kata or “forms.” While this emphasis on
forms had the up-side of making instruction easier and greatly reducing the risk of juniors embarrassing
seniors, it had a down-side as well: students had trouble reacting to the novel situations encountered in actual
struggles. Therefore at this point, through a process of trial-and-error, Japanese wrestlers were developing
nokori ai, an early type of randori or “free practice.” In this new training, while the wrestlers rehearsed one
series of techniques on a partner, the partner could only counter in some pre-agreed manner. This new
procedure would greatly improve the wrestlers’ ability to adapt during actual encounters.
FIREARMS

104. Sir Charles Wheatstone had experimented with simple stereoscopic drawings in 1832 and obtained a patent for a stereoscope
device in 1838. Since the more popular Victorian device designed by Oliver Wendell Holmes, the Holmes Stereo Viewer, would not
be patented until 1861, we may infer that this stereoscopic collodion of the moon was being prepared for the Wheatstone viewer
rather than for the Holmes viewer. In all probability it was being created in order to provide the public with visual proof that the
moon is indeed a sphere rather than a flat disk.
105. Collodion, meaning “gluelike,” is a highly flammable, colorless or yellowish syrupy solution of pryoxylin, ether, and alcohol
which has been found useful as an adhesive to close small wounds and hold surgical dressings, and for the creation of photographic
plates.
106. OK, it takes practice, but once you know how it will be as easy as reciting the first 27 digits of .
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In San Francisco, California, “Grizzly” Adams took passage aboard the Golden Fleece, with his menagerie, to
sail around Cape Horn and back to New-York, where he would provide one of the exhibits in Phineas Taylor
Barnum’s American Museum. By this point Adams could offer not only bears, cougars and other large land
animals, but also a sea-lion. Barnum would be an equal partner in the ownership of the collection. Adams’s
skull wound was being dressed every day by a Dr. Johns, plus, his wife came down from Massachusetts to
nurse him.

In Osawatomie, Kansas, Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his diary:
Got a little money.
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March 9, Friday, 1860: Thaddeus Hyatt submitted a 20-page document in which his lawyers contended that
the Senate investigation constituted a judicial trial; therefore, the legislative body had overstepped its powers
under the federal Constitution, as it only had judicial power in the cases of evaluating the qualifications of its
members, expelling Senators, and conducting impeachment trials. The document argued that “to compel
witnesses to attend before a committee to give information in regard to proposed legislation, is not a power
given by the Constitution.” The New-York Times reported that due to its sheer length (it needed to be read
aloud on the Senate floor) a couple of Senate clerks had become exhausted. Anyway, most of the Senators
made themselves scarce during this required oral reading. Then the Senate voted to confine Hyatt to the
Washington DC jail until he agreed to testify. The prisoner would decline to petition the Supreme Court for
habeas corpus.
If you take John Shepard Keyes of Concord at his own self-evaluation, he was a key player in the final
disposition of the longstanding flowage controversy involving the Middlesex Canal and the waters of the
Concord River and Sudbury River:
John Shepard Keyes –Thoreau’s Harvard classmate, fellow
abolitionist, river sympathizer, and a powerful political force
in Concord– claimed that during the final month before passage,
he played a key role in this legislative victory by getting the
charter of the Middlesex Canal Corporation “forfeited” by the
state’s Supreme Judicial Court. “Then,” he added, “I drew the
bill for the relief of the meadow owners by taking down the
Billerica dam.” Quoting his self-aggrandizing autobiography:
“I had many hearings before the committees about it,” and “after
much consultation, a hearing and a view &c &c with lots of
lobbying [I] carried it successfully through both houses and
saved it from a veto by my influence with [Governor] Banks, to
whom I explained it satisfactorily and had the satisfaction of
a great triumph with Gov Brown in this vital interest of
Concord.”
— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 211

The 1st Japanese ambassador to the United States of America arrived in San Francisco, California en route to
Washington DC.

March 9. Snows this forenoon, whitening the ground again.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
MINOT PRATT

2 and 3 P.M. — Thermometer 41°.
I have seen three or four pieces of coral in the fields of Concord, and Mr. Pratt has found three or
four on his farm. How shall they be accounted for? Who brought them here? and when?
These barns shelter more beasts than oxen and horses. If you stand awhile in one of them now,
especially where grain is piled, you will hear ever and anon a rustling in it made by the mice, which
take the barn to be their home, as much as the house is yours.
As I recall it, February began cold, with some dry and fine driving snow, making those shell-shaped

[Transcript]
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drifts behind walls, and some days after were some wild but low drifts on the meadow ice. I walked
admiring the winter sky and clouds.
After the first week, methinks, it was much milder, and I noticed that some sounds, like the tinkling
of railroad rails, etc., were springlike. Indeed, the rest of the month was earine, river breaking up a
part and closing again, and but little snow.
About 8th and 12th, the beauty of the ice on the meadows, partly or slightly rotted, was noticeable,
with the curious figures in it, and, in the coolest evenings, the green ice and rosy isles of flat drifts.
About the 9th, noticed the very black water of some open reaches, in a high wind and cold.
About the middle of the month was a moist, lodging snow, and the 18th a fine granular one, making
about a foot,—the last. Then sudden warm weather and rain come and dissolve it all at once, and the
ruts, flowing with melted snow, shone in the sun, and the little sleighing was all gone. And from the
25th to 27th the river generally broke up.
March began warm, and I admired the ripples made by the gusts on the dark-blue meadow flood, and
the light-tawny color of the earth, and was on the alert for several days to hear the first birds. For a
few days past it has been generally colder and rawer, and the ground has been whitened with snow
two or three times, but it has all been windy.
You incline to walk now along the south side of hills which will shelter you from the blustering
northwest and north winds. The sidewalks are wet in the morning from the frost coming out.
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May 17, Thursday, 1860: Princess Caroline Sayn-Wittgenstein and Ladislaw Okraszewski, one of her tenants
from Ukraine who negotiated her annulment, departed from Weimar toward Rome in order to press her case
that the suspension of the annulment be lifted.
77 Japanese diplomatic and trade officials arrived in San Francisco. After meetings and celebrations with
California leaders, they would board ship for Washington DC.
In the morning Jacob B. Farmer sent Henry Thoreau what was plainly a Cooper’s Hawk
In the afternoon Thoreau visited him.

Accipiter cooperii.

Ezra Hervey Heywood wrote to Charles Wesley Slack to inform him that although “Phillips” will be unable
to speak due to throat problems, he would take his place and speak on the topic “Things which are not, versus
things that are.”

David Atwood Wasson (1823-1887) wrote from Concord, Massachusetts to Charles Wesley Slack. Though
weak from an attack, he would come to speak the next Sunday if needed.
Carpenter Luke Fisher Parsons of Salina, Kansas continued in his diary:
Three hundred fifty or four hundred U.S. Cavalry passed through
here on their way to Pawnee Fork. Thirty-five government wagons
and two hundred fifty beef cattle and six Delaware Indians went
for guides. They have orders to exterminate the Kiowas.
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May 17. Quite a fog till 8 A.M., and plowed ground blackened with the moisture absorbed.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL
J. Farmer sends me to-day what is plainly Cooper’s hawk. It is from eighteen to nineteen inches long,
and from flexure of wing eleven inches (alar extent thirty-four). The tail extends four or five inches
beyond the wings. Tarsus about three inches long and with feet yellow. The bird above is nearly a
uniform dark brown, or dark chocolate-brown, with bluish reflections; head darker. Tail with four
blackish bands, and narrowly tipped with whitish. Cere greenish. Breast transversely barred with
pale rusty, centred longitudinally with darker-brown lines. Under wing-coverts like breast, without
the transverse bars. Vent white. Wings beneath (secondaries and primaries) thickly barred with
blackish brown and light,—white. Iris yellow. There is attached to the breast fragments of a bluishwhite egg. No ruff about eye as in the harrier. (Vide the large Falco fuscus of August 29, 1858.) It
was shot on its nest (a female, then) in a white pine north of Ponkawtasset, on the 16th, and had four
eggs which may have been sat on one week. [Vide May 29th.]
It agrees very well with Nuttall’s account (q. v. in my scrap in Giraud), except that the second
primary is not equal to the sixth and the tail is full nine inches long; also sufficiently with Giraud’s
account, except that the tarsus is about three inches long. It is a large bird, but rather slender, with a
very long tail. This makes the tenth species of the hawk kind that I have seen in Concord. The egg
which Farmer saved is one and ten twelfths inches by one and five and a half twelfths, of a regular
oval form, bluish-white with a few large, rough dirty spots.
P.M.— To J. Farmer’s.
Is not that little fern which I have seen unrolling four or five days, scattered along the low meadowedge next the river, the Aspidium Thelypteris? Now five or six inches high.
A nighthawk with its distinct white spots.
Early aspen down has just begun (before mouse-ear).
Carex crinita just out, or say a day, on the grassy island. The C. stricta is common yet there, and
interesting, in large thick tufts with its brown spikes. That island is thickly covered with white
violets. Common cress out, how long? Many flowers fallen, showing minute pods.
The river is seven and one eighth inches below summer level.
See the sium pushing up near the waterside. It smells, when broken off, like a parsnip.
Standing in the meadow near the early aspen at the island, I hear the first fluttering of leaves,—a
peculiar sound, at first unaccountable to me. The breeze causes the now fully expanded aspen leaves
there to rustle with a pattering sound, striking on one another. It is much like a gentle surge breaking
on a shore, or the rippling of waves. This is the first softer music which the wind draws from the
forest, the woods generally being comparatively bare and just bursting into leaf. It was delicious to
behold that dark mass and hear that soft rippling sound.
Tupelo buds just expanding, but inconspicuous as yet. Round-leafed cornel leafets, one inch wide.
Salix sericea, half an inch wide. Lambkill leaf, a day or two. Sarsaparilla flower, apparently
yesterday. Polygala paucifolia common, how long? Rhodora generally out. Eleocharis tenuis,
probably two or three days (some of it) in river meadows, as near mouth of Dakin’s Brook. May be
earlier in midst of Hubbard’s Close.
By Sam Barrett’s meadow-side I see a female Maryland yellow-throat busily seeking its food amid
the dangling fruit of the early aspen, in the top of the tree. Also a chestnut-sided warbler,—the
handsome bird,—with a bright-yellow crown and yellow and black striped back and bright-chestnut
sides, not shy, busily picking about the expanding leaves of a white birch. I find some minute black
flies on them.
Rye two and a half to three feet high. It is so dry that much of the sidesaddle leaf has no water in it.
Old brown rocks in the river and mill-ponds show by their water-lines how high the water has
formerly stood.
Hear of a hummingbird on the 12th.

[Transcript]
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Willow (alba) catkins are in the midst of their fall.
Hear the first bullfrog’s trump.

June 16, Saturday, 1860: A touring group of Japanese diplomats, including two royal princes, arrived by boat
from Albany down the Hudson River to New-York, and were housed at the Metropolitan Hotel.
The Europa sailed from Liverpool, conveying not only Harriet Beecher Stowe but also the Hawthornes.
Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:
“Recaptured Africans: Letter from the Secretary of the Interior,
on the subject of the return to Africa of recaptured Africans,
etc.” HOUSE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, VII,
No. 96. Cf. HOUSE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session,
VII, No. 97, page 2.
“An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act in addition to the Acts
Prohibiting the Slave Trade.’” STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40-1; SENATE
JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 464.
W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the decade there was some attempt
at reactionary legislation, chiefly directed at the Treaty of
Washington. June 13, 1854, Slidell, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, made an elaborate report to the Senate,
advocating the abrogation of the 8th Article of that treaty, on
the ground that it was costly, fatal to the health of the
sailors, and useless, as the trade had actually increased under
its operation.107 Both this and a similar attempt in the House
failed,108 as did also an attempt to substitute life imprisonment
for the death penalty.109 Most of the actual legislation
naturally took the form of appropriations. In 1853 there was an
attempt to appropriate $20,000.110 This failed, and the
appropriation of $8,000 in 1856 was the first for ten years.111
The following year brought a similar appropriation,112 and in
1859113 and 1860114 $75,000 and $40,000 respectively were
appropriated. Of attempted legislation to strengthen the laws
there was plenty: e.g., propositions to regulate the issue of
sea-letters and the use of our flag;115 to prevent the “coolie”
107. SENATE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 1-2 session, pages 396, 695-8; SENATE REPORTS, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 195.
108. HOUSE JOURNAL, 31 Congress, 2d session, page 64. There was still another attempt by Sandidge. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE
AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
109. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 1245.
110. Congressional Globe, 32d Congress, 2d session, page 1072.
111. I.e., since 1846: STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 90.
112. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 227.
113. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 404.
114. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 21.
115. E.g., Clay’s resolutions: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 31 Congress, 2d session, pages 304-9. Clayton’s resolutions: SENATE
JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, page 404; HOUSE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1093, 1332-3; CONGRESSIONAL
GLOBE, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1591-3, 2139. Seward’s bill: SENATE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 448, 451.
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trade, or the bringing in of “apprentices” or “African
laborers;”116 to stop the coastwise trade;117 to assent to a Right
of Search;118 and to amend the Constitution by forever
prohibiting the slave-trade.119
The efforts of the executive during this period were criminally
lax and negligent. “The General Government did not exert itself
in good faith to carry out either its treaty stipulations or the
legislation of Congress in regard to the matter. If a vessel was
captured, her owners were permitted to bond her, and thus
continue her in the trade; and if any man was convicted of this
form of piracy, the executive always interposed between him and
the penalty of his crime. The laws providing for the seizure of
vessels engaged in the traffic were so constructed as to render
the duty unremunerative; and marshals now find their fees for
such services to be actually less than their necessary expenses.
No one who bears this fact in mind will be surprised at the great
indifference of these officers to the continuing of the slavetrade; in fact, he will be ready to learn that the laws of
Congress upon the subject had become a dead letter, and that the
suspicion was well grounded that certain officers of the Federal
Government had actually connived at their violation.”120 From
1845 to 1854, in spite of the well-known activity of the trade,
but five cases obtained cognizance in the New York district. Of
these, Captains Mansfield and Driscoll forfeited their bonds of
$5,000 each, and escaped; in the case of the notorious Canot,
nothing had been done as late as 1856, although he was arrested
in 1847; Captain Jefferson turned State’s evidence, and, in the
case of Captain Mathew, a nolle prosequi was entered.121 Between
1854 and 1856 thirty-two persons were indicted in New York, of
whom only thirteen had at the latter date been tried, and only
one of these convicted.122 These dismissals were seldom on
account of insufficient evidence. In the notorious case of the
“Wanderer,” she was arrested on suspicion, released, and soon
after she landed a cargo of slaves in Georgia; some who attempted
to seize the Negroes were arrested for larceny, and in spite of
the efforts of Congress the captain was never punished. The
yacht was afterwards started on another voyage, and being
brought back to Boston was sold to her former owner for about
one third her value.123 The bark “Emily” was seized on suspicion

116. Mr. Blair of Missouri asked unanimous consent in Congress, Dec. 23, 1858, to a resolution instructing the Judiciary Committee
to bring in such a bill; Houston of Alabama objected: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, page 198; 26TH REPORT
OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
117. This was the object of attack in 1851 and 1853 by Giddings: HOUSE JOURNAL, 32d Congress, 1st session, page 42; 33d
Congress, 1st session, page 147. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 38 Congress, 1st session, page 46.
118. By Mr. Wilson, March 20, 1860: SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274.
119. Four or five such attempts were made: December 12, 1860, HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 61-2; January
7, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 279; January 23, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress,
2d session, page 527; February 1, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 690; February 27, 1861,
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 1243, 1259.
120. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January, 1862, page 87.
121. New York Herald, July 14, 1856.
122. New York Herald, July 14, 1856. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 53.
123. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 25-6. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
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and released, and finally caught red-handed on the coast of
Africa; she was sent to New York for trial, but “disappeared”
under a certain slave captain, Townsend, who had, previous to
this, in the face of the most convincing evidence, been
acquitted at Key West.124
The squadron commanders of this time were by no means as
efficient as their predecessors, and spent much of their time,
apparently, in discussing the Right of Search. Instead of a
number of small light vessels, which by the reports of experts
were repeatedly shown to be the only efficient craft, the
government, until 1859, persisted in sending out three or four
great frigates. Even these did not attend faithfully to their
duties. A letter from on board one of them shows that, out of a
fifteen months’ alleged service, only twenty-two days were spent
on the usual cruising-ground for slavers, and thirteen of these
at anchor; eleven months were spent at Madeira and Cape Verde
Islands, 300 miles from the coast and 3,000 miles from the slave
market.125 British commanders report the apathy of American
officers and the extreme caution of their instructions, which
allowed many slavers to escape.126
The officials at Washington often remained in blissful, and
perhaps willing, ignorance of the state of the trade. While
Americans were smuggling slaves by the thousands into Brazil,
and by the hundreds into the United States, Secretary Graham was
recommending the abrogation of the 8th Article of the Treaty of
Washington;127 so, too, when the Cuban slave-trade was reaching
unprecedented activity, and while slavers were being fitted out
in every port on the Atlantic seaboard, Secretary Kennedy
naïvely reports, “The time has come, perhaps, when it may be
properly commended to the notice of Congress to inquire into the
necessity of further continuing the regular employment of a
squadron on this [i.e., the African] coast.”128 Again, in 1855,
the government has “advices that the slave trade south of the
equator is entirely broken up;”129 in 1856, the reports are
“favorable;”130 in 1857 a British commander writes: “No vessel
has been seen here for one year, certainly; I think for nearly
three years there have been no American cruizers on these
waters, where a valuable and extensive American commerce is
carried on. I cannot, therefore, but think that this continued
absence of foreign cruizers looks as if they were intentionally
withdrawn, and as if the Government did not care to take measures
to prevent the American flag being used to cover Slave Trade
transactions;”131 nevertheless, in this same year, according to
Secretary Toucey, “the force on the coast of Africa has fully

124. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 26-7.
125. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
126. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 899, 973.
127. Nov. 29, 1851: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 2, No. 2, page 4.
128. Dec. 4, 1852: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 2d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 293.
129. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. pt. 3, No. 1, page 5.
130. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 3d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 407.
131. Commander Burgess to Commodore Wise, Whydah, Aug. 12, 1857: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1857-8, vol. LXI. SLAVE
TRADE, Class A, page 136.
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accomplished its main object.”132 Finally, in the same month in
which the “Wanderer” and her mates were openly landing cargoes
in the South, President Buchanan, who seems to have been utterly
devoid of a sense of humor, was urging the annexation of Cuba
to the United States as the only method of suppressing the slavetrade!133
About 1859 the frequent and notorious violations of our laws
aroused even the Buchanan government; a larger appropriation was
obtained, swift light steamers were employed, and, though we may
well doubt whether after such a carnival illegal importations
“entirely” ceased, as the President informed Congress,134 yet
some sincere efforts at suppression were certainly begun. From
1850 to 1859 we have few notices of captured slavers, but in
1860 the increased appropriation of the thirty-fifth Congress
resulted in the capture of twelve vessels with 3,119 Africans.135
The Act of June 16, 1860, enabled the President to contract with
the Colonization Society for the return of recaptured Africans;
and by a long-needed arrangement cruisers were to proceed direct
to Africa with such cargoes, instead of first landing them in
this country.136
Near Salina, Kansas, the carpenter Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his diary:
Fixed the ford on the Smoky.

June 16.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

[Transcript]

I notice this forenoon, about my melons, an excrement five to six eighths of an inch long, narrowed
and with a sort of stem at one end, full of wing-cases of beetles, etc., and black, looking at first like
the cocoon of some insect, but moist and fresh. Also saw four or five on the sidewalk as I went to
the post-office (after a warm night). It is probably the excrement of the toad, of which I have seen
no account.
I saw great puffs on the andromeda the 14th.
At 2 P. M. 85°, and about same for several days past. I have heard no hylodes since the 12th, and no
purring frogs (Rana palustris). Think they ceased about the same time, or with the 85° heat, i. e. with
ribbon for neck and thinnest sack.
Thunder-showers show themselves about 2 P. M. in the west, but split at sight of Concord and go
east on each side, we getting only a slight shower.
At evening paddle to Clamshell.
The meadows full of lightning-bugs to-night; first seen the 14th. (There had then been a
thundershower in the north.)
Rose-bugs two or three days at least.
132. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 3, No. 2, page 576.
133. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, II. pt. 1, No. 2, pages 14-15, 31-33.
134. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, page 24. The Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1859,
contains this ambiguous passage: “What the effect of breaking up the trade will be upon the United States or Cuba it is not necessary
to inquire; certainly, under the laws of Congress and our treaty obligations, it is the duty of the executive government to see that our
citizens shall not be engaged in it”: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2, pages 1138-9.
135. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, III. pt. 1, No. 1, pages 8-9.
136. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40.
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It appears to me that these phenomena occur simultaneously, say June 12th, viz.:—
Heat about 85° at 2 P. M. True summer.
Hylodes cease to peep.
Purring frogs (Rana palustris) cease.
Lightning-bugs first seen.
Bullfrogs trump generally.
Mosquitoes begin to be really troublesome.
Afternoon thunder-showers almost regular. [15th, 16th, 17th.]
Sleep with open window (10th), and wear thin coat and ribbon on neck.
Turtles fairly and generally begun to lay.
As I stand at Clamshell, it occurs to me that I never see the stinkpot laying its eggs on land by day;
that therefore it must lay its eggs by night. [No. Vide back in Journal to when Ricketson here once.]
Where, then, shall I look for them now by night with a lantern? Why not here as well as anywhere?
And I turn my eyes in the twilight to the shore there, when I see a turtle just entering the water.
Running to it with haste, I see it (after it has entered the river) to be a stinkpot, which probably was
frightened by us. Had come forth to lay, or, possibly, was returning. I think I never see the picta and
insculpta and yellow-spot ashore by night.
The pickerel-weed appears to have suddenly shot up to about its final height, but it is mainly owing
to the river having rapidly fallen a foot within a few days. So far as the height of this plant is
concerned, the river now reaches its summer régime. Not yet the potamogetons.
Channing found a marsh hawk’s nest on the Great Meadows this afternoon, with three eggs
considerably developed. This is the third I have heard of this year. [Vide July 3d.]

August 3, Friday, 1860: Henry Thoreau wrote to H.G.O. Blake.

To: H.G.O. Blake
From: HDT
Date: 8/3/60
{partial MS-typed portion is from FL, 1894}
CONCORD, August 3, 1860.
MR. BLAKE,— I some time ago asked Channing if he would not spend a week with me on
Monadnoc; but he did not answer decidedly.
Lately he has talked of an excursion somewhere,
but I said that now I must wait till my
{beginning of MS}sister returned from
Plymouth N.H. She accordingly, has returned,— and on
^ receiving your note
this morning, I made
known its contents to
Channing in order to see
how far I was engaged
with him. The result is
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that he decides to go to
Monadnoc to-morrow morning; so I must defer
making an excursion with you and Brown to
another season. Perhaps you will call as you
pass the mountain. I send this by the earliest
mail.
{beginning of MS}
P.S. That was a very
insufficient visit which
you made here the
last time. My mother
is better, though far
from well, & if you shoul{MS cut?}
chance along here any time
after your journey, I
trust that we shall all
do better.
{written in margin; not in HDT’s hand: [Henry D. Thoreau] [Lat
all]}
A trading agreement was signed between Portugal and Japan.
La colombe, an opéra comique by Charles Gounod to words of Barbier and Carré after La Fontaine,
was performed for the initial time, in the Stadttheater, Baden-Baden.
Francis Ellingwood Abbot wrote to his grieving wife Katie Loring Abbot in Winona, Minnesota:
My noble, darling wife,
Oh, how my soul is rent with fear and anguish for you,
poor childless mother!
August 3, Friday: The knotty-rooted cyperus out some days at least.

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

[Transcript]

October 28, Sunday, 1860: Giuseppe Garibaldi and King Victor Emanuel II met in Teano, Italy.
Kanō Jigorō was born in a sake-brewing family near what is now Kobe, Japan.
A California newspaper conveyed an alarming warning to its white audience, about suspicious and dangerous
activity among the Indians:
LAYING IN MILLITARY [SIC] STORES. — The Trinity JOURNAL is informed
by a citizen of Bear river, in Humboldt, that the Indians are
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gathering lead at the old camping grounds in the Redwoods and
elsewhere, where packers and others have amused themselves for
years in firing at some old knot or particular spot on the
neighboring trees. The Indians have by means of scaffolds or
other contrivance, cut out the old bullets, and he believes that
in some instances from two to four pounds has been obtained from
a single tree. The people of that section are becoming alarmed.
Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:
Got a skunk. Got over a quart of oil from him.
October 28. In a pine wood are the little oak seedlings which I have described, also, in the
more open parts, little oaks. three to six feet high, but unnoticed, and perhaps some other hardwood
trees. The pines are cut, and the oaks, etc., soon fill the space, for there is nothing else ready to grow
there.
Are not the most exclusively pine woods new woods, i.e., those which have recently sprung up in
open land, where oaks do not begin a forest? It may be that where evergreens most prevail in our
woods, there at the date of their springing up the earth was most bare.
P.M.– To Lincoln.
Do I not see tree sparrows?
I see little larches two to six feet high in the meadow on the north side the Turnpike, six to twelve
rods from Everett’s seed-bearing ones. The seed was evidently blown from these.
There is quite a dense birch wood in the field north of the Cut on the Turnpike hill.
See much cat-tail whose down has recently burst and shows white on the south side of the heads.
The Polygonum aviculare is in bloom as freshly and abundantly in some places as ever I saw it.
Those great tufts of sedge in the meadows are quite brown and withered. I suppose they have been
so since the beginning of the month.
Smith’s black walnuts are about half of them fallen.
Measure the chestnut stump near the brook northeast of the old Brooks Tavern on Asa White’s land.
Its height from the ground u-ill average but twenty inches. Measured one way, its diameter is six feet
nine inches, and at right angles with this, eight feet five inches. Its average diameter seven feet seven
inches. You might add three to four feet more for the whole stump above ground. Beginning at the
outside, I count one hundred and two rings distinctly and am then fifteen inches from the apparent
centre of the tree, for the middle is mostly rotted and gone. Measuring back fifteen inches and
counting the rings, I get thirty-nine, which, added to one hundred and two, equals one hundred and
forty-one for the probable age of the tree. This tree had grown very fast till the last fifty years of its
existence, but since comparatively slowly. It had grown nine inches in the last forty-nine years, or
one seventh [SIC] of an inch in a year, but fifteen inches in the previous forty, or three eighths of an
inch in a year. There may possibly have been two shoots or trees grown together, yet I think not. I
measured this June 1st, 1852, and it had then been cut, as I remember, but a short time,–a winter,
perhaps two winters, before. This would carry its origin back to about 1710. Probably chestnut.s did
not grow so large in the primitive woods, and this was a forest tree, which, as it stood near the edge
of the meadow, was left standing. Another much smaller was cut apparently at the same time near
by. Having light and air and room, it grew larger than it would have done if its neighbors had not
been cut.
I also measured the stumps of the two great chestnuts which were cut on Weston’s land south of the
pond some five or six years ago.
They are cut low, some eight or nine inches above ground. The southeasternmost one measures four
feet in diameter and has about eighty rings only (I estimate the first five or six, the heart or core being
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gone). The other is four and five twelfths feet in diameter and has seventy-three rings only. Or,
putting both together, you have an average growth of about a third of an inch in a year. These were
as large as any I know standing hereabouts except the Strawberry Hill one, and yet it seems they
[WERE] only some eighty years old. Another, half a mile east of there, cut perhaps some dozen years
ago, was twenty-three inches in diameter and had sixty-three rings, and I saw one which had grown
faster than any of the above. Yet another stump near the last on the high woodland near the pond was
but just two feet in diameter and had one hundred and one rings distinct to the very core, and so fine
there I think it was a seedling. From this sprouts had grown some fifteen years ago and [HAD BEEN]
cut last winter on account of a fire, and fresh shoots several feet high had put out from the last. The
one that had grown slowly was soundest at the core. None of the three largest stumps described had
sprouts from them. Is not the very rapid growth and the hollow or rotten core one sign of a sprout?
We make a great noise going through the fallen leaves in the woods and wood-paths now, so that we
cannot hear other sounds, as of birds or other people. It reminds me of the tumult of the waves
dashing against each other or your boat. This is the dash we hear as we sail the woods.
Cut a limb of a cedar (near the Irishman’s shanty-site at Flint’s Pond) some two inches thick and
three and a half feet from the ground. It had about forty-one rings. Adding ten, you have say fifty
years for the age of the tree. It was one foot in diameter at one foot above ground and twenty or more
feet high, standing in the young wood. A little cedar five feet high near it had some fifteen to
seventeen rings. See a great many chestnut sprouts full six feet high and more and an inch or more
thick the first year.
Aaron’s-rod has minute chaffy seeds, now ripe, which by their very lightness could be blown along
the highways.
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1861: The new treaty entered into with Japan in 1858 had led to a race by American and European plant
collectors to distribute plants from these islands. The field collectors who went to Japan included Carl
Maximowicz who sent plants to Russia, Max Ernst Wichura from Germany, and Richard Oldham from the
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew (re. Bambusa oldhamii). At this point George Rogers Hall, an American
resident of Yokohama, sent a huge shipment to Francis L. Lee of Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. Lee went off
to fight in the civil war and left Francis Parkman, explorer, neighbor, and friend, to curate his growing
collection (Parkman would in 1871 become Professor of Horticulture at Harvard). Thomas Hogg (son of a
Scottish emigrant and nurseryman, sent to Japan by President Abraham Lincoln as a US Marshal) shipped
plants to his brother James Hogg as well as to the Parson firm in Flushing on Long Island. His introductions
included the Japanese stewartia, the fragrant snowbell, the sapphire berry, and the katsura tree.

PLANTS

January 22, Tuesday, 1861: Elias Hasket Derby died.
Anti-Shogun elements murdered C.J. Heusken, an interpreter for US ambassador Townsend Harris, on a
Tokyo street (representatives of Britain, France, Prussia and the Netherlands left the city, but Harris would
remain in Japan and would obtain reparations for Heusken’s family).
Thermen op.245, a waltz by Johann Baptist Strauss II, was performed for the initial time, in the Sophiensaal,
Vienna.
Jefferson Davis left Washington DC.
US CIVIL WAR

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 22D]

THE A CTUAL JOURNAL

[Transcript]
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1862: George Rogers Hall returned to Flushing on Paumanok Long Island from Japan and brought seed,
plants, and Wardian cases of material which he entrusted to the nursery of the Parsons family of Quakers (the
Parsons & Co. Nursery). Included were the kobus magnolia, the star magnolia, zelkova, Japanese maples,
wisterias, a raisin tree, etc. Also in this shipment was a future weed, Japanese honeysuckle, initially termed
Hall’s honeysuckle. Some of Hall’s plants in Yokohama had been obtained from Siebold.

PLANTS
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March 14, Saturday, 1863: The Reverend Moncure Daniel Conway posted, to Franklin Benjamin Sanborn,
a receipt for a sum of money.
Waldo Emerson wrote, perhaps from Concord, to Charles Wesley Slack regretting that he was unable to accept
a speaking engagement at the Boston Music Hall.

On this day, and on the one preceding it, and the one following it, people were killing each other at Fort
Anderson / Deep Gully. Ordered upriver for the operations against Port Hudson, Louisiana, the USS
Mississippi sailed alone but accompanied 6 other vessels that had been lashed in pairs. It grounded while
attempting to pass the Confederate forts guarding Port Hudson. Captain Melancton Smith and his executive
officer George Dewey attempted to refloat the vessel. Failing in this, they destroyed her machinery, spiked her
battery, and set what remained on fire. When the flames reached the vessel’s magazines, it blew up and sank.
Of the Mississippi’s crew, 64 perished but 223 were rescued by accompanying Union vessels. Seaman Andrew
Brinn, Boatswain’s Mate Peter Howard, and US Marine Corps Sergeant Pinkerton R. Vaughn would receive
the Medal of Honor.
US CIVIL WAR
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July 2, Thursday, 1863: Japan formally apologized for the Namamugi incident of the previous September
14th and agreed to pay a fine of £100,000.
At 4:00PM, Confederate troops attacked the left of the Federal line at Gettysburg on the Big and Little Round
Tops, the Wheat Field, the Slaughter Pen, Devil’s Den and the Valley of Death. The Union line held.

US CIVIL WAR
The effect of artillery on the battlefield:
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WALDEN: On the whole, I think that it cannot be maintained that
dressing has in this or any country risen to the dignity of an
art. At present men make shift to wear what they can get. Like
shipwrecked sailors, they put on what they can find on the beach,
and at a little distance, whether of space or time, laugh at each
other’s masquerade. Every generation laughs at the old fashions,
but follows religiously the new. We are amused at beholding the
costume of Henry VIII., or Queen Elizabeth, as much as if it was
that of the King and Queen of the Cannibal Islands. All costume
off a man is pitiful or grotesque. It is only the serious eye
peering from and the sincere life passed within it, which restrain
laughter and consecrate the costume of any people. Let Harlequin
be taken with a fit of the colic and his trappings will have to
serve that mood too. When the soldier is hit by a cannon ball rags
are as becoming as purple.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN

HENRY VIII
ELIZABETH I
HARLEQUIN
The 33rd Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment had been posted on East Cemetery Hill and then between
East Cemetery Hill and Culp’s Hill. Just at dusk on this day it helped repel the brigades of Hays and Hoke,
losing 8 killed and 38 wounded.
DANIEL FOSTER
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July 16, Thursday, 1863: Near the Straits of Shimoneski, the USS Wyoming sank 2 Japanese ships in
retaliation for the sinking of the USS Pembroke in May. Shogun Tokugawa Iemochi approved of the action as
it helped him win influence over the emperor at the expense of anti-foreign elements.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
William Waterman Chapin (1834-1922) of Providence, Rhode Island, who had been drafted to serve in the
Union army, “Paid $300 & bo’t my exemption papers.”
There was fighting at Grimball’s Landing / Secessionville / James Island. To divert Confederate
reinforcements from a renewed attack on Fort Wagner, General Gillmore designed two feints. An amphibious
force ascended Stone River to threaten the Charleston & Savannah Railroad bridge. A second force, consisting
of Terry’s division, landed on James Island on July 8. Terry demonstrated against the Confederate defenses.
On July 16, the Confederates attacked Terry’s camp at Grimball’s Landing. Because of incomplete
reconnaissance of the difficult, marshy ground, the disorganized Confederate attack was soon abandoned.
Their mission accomplished, Federal troops withdrew from the island on July 17.
US CIVIL WAR
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Waldo Emerson to his journal:
Rode this p.m. with [Ellery] Channing in wagon to White Pond.
’Tis perhaps ten years ago since I was there with him before,
and in the reflections of the larger grown trees in the lake
noticed the same peculiarities. The trees were all done in
minute squares, as in the crochet work of girls; the colors of
the foliage, russet & ruddy, added to the beauty. Pines on the
distant shore, of which we saw only the short stem veiled above
by the branches, in the water showed the stem of the tree to the
top! We were on the farther side of the pond at the “Cove,” &
talked with a party, a young man & three young women from Sudbury
3 1/2 miles distant. They left the shore in a boat. C. & I agreed
that a picnic is like a “revival,” it charges a man in an
instant, & he forgets his home & habits, & thinks he will come
& live with Nature. But he returns to his village to put up his
horse, stops at the Post Office, takes tea with his family, and
does not for ten years get a glance at the Paradise again. After
a bath in the Pond came home by the beautiful road through NineAcre-Corner, where the farms were in richest array. An old
hemlock tree in one field should teach every body to plant and
guard a hemlock, that it may some day be old.

HDT

JAPAN

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON
August 15, Saturday, 1863: Even though Japan has apologized for the Namamugi incident of September 14th
of the previous year, Satsuma Province refused to apologize and refused either to pay the £25,000 indemnity
or to execute the killers. As a result warships of the Royal Navy began to bombard Kagoshima.
Mary Ann Shadd Cary was commissioned as a Recruiting Army Officer to enlist Colored Volunteers in the
Union Army. Governor Levi P. Morton of Indiana himself presented her with the certificate. She would
actively assist in recruiting a regiment of soldiers of color to provide labor for the Union armies.
The now-famous sketch of the attack on Fort Wagner in Charleston Harbor appeared in Harper’s Weekly: A
Journal of Civilization of New-York – the final battle scene in the film “Glory.” In the sketch Colonel Robert
Gould Shaw resembles the actor Matthew Broderick.137 The report had been written by the correspondent who
was portrayed in the movie when Shaw handed off his letters for his father and for Massachusetts Governor
Andrew before the attack of July 18th.

US CIVIL WAR
137. One of the problems we have in reasoning out these materials is that Frederick Douglass has been consistently rendered, in
treatments of his early life, as if he were already the elder statesman he eventually would become. For instance, in the film GLORY,
the character presented as Douglass was modeled upon a photograph taken of Douglass during his 60s — but in fact at the time of
the assault of the 54th upon Fort Wagner, Douglass was 45 years of age. (Another interesting detail about the film is that the black
character who quotes Emerson, supposedly a boyhood chum of Colonel Shaw, was entirely and utterly a Hollywood invention
intended to make it appear that the white officer was able to rise above the common racist animosities of his generation.)
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(In the famous illustration above, it does not at all seem to be made clear that the lads in gray uniforms were
blasting holes in the lads in blue uniforms, by the employment of specially-provided-for-that-moment doublebarrel shotguns.)
“The Fifty-fourth did well and nobly, only the fall of Colonel Shaw prevented them from entering the fort....
They moved up as gallantly as any troops could, and with their enthusiasm they deserved a better fate.”138
August 17, Monday, 1863: The Boston policeman’s Billy Club was extended from 14 inches to 24.
The Royal Navy ceased 3 days of bombardment of Kagoshima, Japan. Although 5 civilians had been killed, a
good part of the city had been destroyed, along with 8 Japanese vessels in the harbor. Satsuma would
eventually pay the demanded indemnity but the killers would never be identified.
From this day until the 23d, there would be fighting at Fort Sumter / Charleston Harbor / Morris Island.
US CIVIL WAR

138. There was good reason to dispose of these soldiers, as they had become troublesome. They had recently refused to solder for
less of a monthly reward than the $13 that was being disbursed to white soldiers, and the result had been that their pay had been
raised to $10. By an obvious accounting trick the $10 they were to received was being presented to them as the equivalent of the
$13 that white soldiers were receiving — but it would be only a matter of time before they would recognize that they were still
unequal.
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1864
1864: The Confederate submarine CSS H.L. Hunley rammed the Housatonic, sinking it — the first submarine
to sink a vessel in war.
CHARLESTON
By bombarding the port of Shimonoseki, British, French, Dutch, and American warships forced the opening
of more Japanese ports for foreign vessels. (Imagine that — in the midst of Civil War the American federal
government was able to free up some of its warships, and send them all the way across the Pacific Ocean to
bombard the port of a foreign nation which was not in any way, shape, or manner aggressing against us!)
A scrap of paper Walt Whitman found, with a note that he had written in 1864 in Washington DC:

“Specimen Days”
ATTITUDE OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS DURING THE WAR
… The happening to our America, abroad as well as at home, these years, is indeed
most strange. The democratic republic has paid her to-day the terrible and
resplendent compliment of the united wish of all the nations of the world that her
union should be broken, her future cut off, and that she should be compell’d to
descend to the level of kingdoms and [Page 759] empires ordinarily great. There is
certainly not one government in Europe but is now watching the war in this country,
with the ardent prayer that the United States may be effectually split, crippled,
and dismember’d by it. There is not one but would help toward that dismemberment,
if it dared. I say such is the ardent wish to-day of England and of France, as
governments, and of all the nations of Europe, as governments. I think indeed it
is to-day the real, heartfelt wish of all the nations of the world, with the single
exception of Mexico — Mexico, the only one to whom we have ever really done wrong,
and now the only one who prays for us and for our triumph, with genuine prayer. Is
it not indeed strange? America, made up of all, cheerfully from the beginning
opening her arms to all, the result and justifier of all, of Britain, Germany,
France and Spain — all here — the accepter, the friend, hope, last resource and
general house of all — she who has harm’d none, but been bounteous to so many, to
millions, the mother of strangers and exiles, all nations — should now I say be
paid this dread compliment of general governmental fear and hatred. Are we
indignant? alarm’d? Do we feel jeopardized? No; help’d, braced, concentrated,
rather. We are all too prone to wander from ourselves, to affect Europe, and watch
her frowns and smiles. We need this hot lesson of general hatred, and henceforth
must never forget it. Never again will we trust the moral sense nor abstract
friendliness of a single government of the old world.
US CIVIL WAR
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July 14, Thursday, 1864: Richard Realf of the 88th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment wrote to Laura B.
Merritt, South bank, Chattahoochee River, Georgia (guerrillas, weather, Atlanta).
Within this week Captain Winthrop E. Faulkner mustered at Readville with Company E of the 6th Regiment
of Massachusetts Volunteers for the One Hundred Days Campaign.139 On this day and the following one there
was fighting at Tupelo / Harrisburg. Confederate troops withdrew across the Potomac.
US CIVIL WAR
Russia annexed its protectorate of Abkhazia.
From this point until August 3d, US naval forces would be protecting the United States Minister to Japan
during a visit to Yedo to negotiate concerning some American claims, and to ease these negotiations by a
demonstration of American power.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
September 5, Monday, 1864: Warships of the United States, Great Britain, France, and the Netherlands began
to attack the Japanese in the Shimoneski Straits in reprisal for the closing of ports and expelling of foreigners
by Japan in an attempt to compel Japan, and the Prince of Nagato in particular, to permit the Straits to be used
by foreign shipping in accordance with existing treaties. This operation would continue until September 14th.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Sergeant Richard Realf of the 88th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment wrote to Laura B. Merritt and Marian
M. Cramer from Atlanta, Georgia (Atlanta, strategy, Sherman, stress of battle, McClellan’s bid for the
presidency).
US CIVIL WAR
October 5, Wednesday, 1864: There was fighting at Allatoona.
US CIVIL WAR
A tropical cyclone flattened Calcutta, destroying 70,000 people.
Huldigungsmarsch for military band by Richard Wagner in honor of King Ludwig II of Bavaria was performed
for the initial time, in München.
In Kamaishi, Japan, a 200-foot tsunami killed thousands.

139. His unit would leave Massachusetts heading for Washington DC on July 20th, and would arrive there on July 22d. It would be
assigned to garrison duty at Fort C.F. Smith on Arlington Heights until August 21st. Then it would relocate to Fort Delaware on Pea
Patch Island, relieving the 157th Ohio Infantry from guard duty. It would guard the Rebel prisoners on Pea Patch Island until
October 19th and then relocate to Boston, where it would be mustered out as of October 27th. In the course of this 100 days of
military service there would be no deaths due to fighting but 10 of the enlisted men would succumb to illnesses.

US CIVIL WAR
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October 22, Saturday, 1864: There was fighting at Independence.
US CIVIL WAR
Hostilities with the allies Great Britain, France, and the Netherlands were brought to an end by Japan signing
at Yokohama a convention with the Americans, to pay an indemnities for damage caused by a particular
warlord, Mori Dalzen, commander of the straits of Simonoseki.

READ THE FULL TEXT
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1865
1865: The China Inland Mission was set up by Hudson Taylor.
In Japan, the Ikitsuki Journal.

Once Banned, Christianity Withers in an Old Stronghold
By JAMES BROOKE
Published: December 25, 2003
KITSUKI, Japan — In 1865 a group of 15 Japanese peasants
cautiously approached Bernard Petitjean, the first Christian
missionary to work in Nagasaki since 1614.
Speaking in the sanctuary of the new church, the peasant leader
confessed, “Our hearts are the same as yours.” He asked to see
an image of “Maruya-sama,” or the Virgin Mary.
It had been a long road for Japan’s “hidden Christians,”
descendants of people converted by Portuguese missionaries in
the late 1500’s during a brief window of religious freedom in
Japan.
They survived some 300 years of bannings, burnings and
beheadings.
The repression began to ease in 1853, after the arrival of
Commodore Perry, and was ended officially with the legalization
of Christianity in 1873. In the late 19th century, missionaries
returned to the remote islands of southern Japan and coaxed
about 50,000 hidden Christians into the open.
“Santa Maria, Santo Filio,” four elderly men dressed in indigo
blue robes chanted here on a recent Sunday afternoon in this
fishing village north of Nagasaki, their voices rising and
falling like an ancient Gregorian chant planted half a
millennium ago on this rocky island. Their long “orasho,” or
oration, included a “conchirisan,” or contrition, and a vaguely
familiar “Abe Maruya,” or Ave Maria.While Ikitsuki has had a
Catholic church since 1912, the ceremony was held at the
Ikitsuki Island Museum, in a wing devoted to Christian history.
Shigeo Nakazono, the museum’s curator, said after the ceremony,
“By my research, their faith is pretty much well preserved as
it was in Europe in the 16th century.” But the hidden Christians
now are facing perhaps the greatest challenge to their faith.
It comes not from official persecutors but from a force perhaps
more powerful and less easily resisted: indifference.
For young people, hours spent learning ancient chants and
rituals detract from time spent driving over a new half-mile
bridge to Kyushu Island and on to Nagasaki for the weekend. With
only 7,500 people, the island has lost a third of its population
since the 1960s.
“The ceremonies are on Sundays, but young people just want to
enjoy their day off,” said Masatsugu Tanimoto, who at age 47 is
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perhaps the youngest person on the island to learn the chants
and rituals of the faith. “People are brought up in an affluent
environment. I don’t think my children will take it over.”
Christianity came to Japan with St. Francis Xavier in 1549,
during a time of weak central government. Spreading fast through
southern Japan, Christianity counted as many as 750,000
converts, or 10 percent of the population, by the 1630’s. Today,
by contrast, about 1 percent of Japan’s 127 million people are
Christians.
Alarmed by Spain’s colonization and conversion of the
neighboring Philippines, Hideyoshi, the general who united Japan
in the late 16th century, banned Christianity and ordered the
expulsion of missionaries as early as 1587.
The heaviest repression took place in the early 1600’s, when
about 6,000 Christians were killed, largely in Japan’s southern
fringe, an area most influenced by missionaries sailing from the
Portuguese colony of Macao.
In contrast to the stereotype of the samurai dying for his
beliefs — an image popularized by the current Hollywood movie
“The Last Samurai” — records show that most samurai and noblemen
renounced their Christian faith under pressure. It was mostly
peasants, artisans and merchants who died for their new faith,
often after enduring horrible tortures.
To root out Christians, officials administered an annual loyalty
test in which peasants were required to trample a cross or an
image of the Virgin Mary and the Baby Jesus. At the museum here,
a copper medallion with the image of the Mother and Child appears
buttery and smooth, worn down by thousands of bare feet.
Because of this ceremony, hidden Christians placed a high value
on the prayer of contrition and elevated the veneration of a
compassionate Mary.
During nearly 300 years of separation, Ikitsuki’s Christians
masked their faith with the rituals of Buddhism and Shintoism.
In the museum, a “magic mirror” projects an image of Buddha to
the outside world. But taken from the wall and held to a light,
it projects the shadow of a cross.
“Because of the repression we used Buddhism as a camouflage,”
Mitsuyoshi Okawa, 72, said over a dinner of dumplings at the
pastor’s house. While the ceremony was held openly at the
museum, the prayer leaders recalled that as teenagers they had
learned the chants in secret, under blankets, out of earshot of
snooping neighbors.
But now the only young people studying the chants are students
and professors.
“No one is taking over,” lamented the Rev. Tomeichi Ohoka, the
85-year-old pastor. “I am worried about the future. I am not
sure it will last.”
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1867
January 10, Thursday, 1867: Tokugawa Yoshinobu became the Shogun of Japan.
February 7, Thursday, 1867: Sakhalin Island became a condominium of Japan and Russia.
Friedrich Ferdinand, Baron Beust replaced Richard, Count Belcredi as prime minister of Austria.
Transylvania was formally incorporated into Hungary.
February 13, Wednesday, 1867: Mutsuhito replaced Osahito as Emperor of Japan.
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1868
1868: The shogun Tokugawa Yoshinobu resigned, ending the Tokugawa dynasty in Japan, and the emperor
(or “mikado”) Meiji was restored, but with its capital in Edo/Tokyo, and with divine attributes.
Tuberculosis was of course prevalent in Japan in pre-modern times: diligent students and the beloved
daughters of wealthy 17th-Century families were purported to be infected. This kind of conceptualization
made it a topos not only in modern society but also in the feudal era long before the arrival of such Western
notions as Romanticism. Before this point, tuberculosis had been known as rogai (consuming and coughing)
and had been thought to be particularly prevalent among upper-class daughters and highly talented young men.
However, during the modernization, industrialization, and urbanization that would follow the Meiji
Restoration, tuberculosis would became disastrously prevalent and would acquire a new name, haibyo (lung
disease).

January 4, Saturday, 1868: The Tokugawa Shogunate in Japan, in power since 1603, was abolished as the
Emperor Mutsuhito took direct control of the nation. On February 4th to 8th, April 4th to May 12th, and June
12th and 13th, US forces would put ashore at Osaka, Hiolo, Nagasaki, Yokohama, and Negata to protect
American interests.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
July 17, Friday, 1868: The city of Edo was made the capital of Japan and renamed Tokyo.
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1870
1870: In Japan, Meiji dismantled the feudal system and forbade the lords their private armies.
Prussian military advisers made gymnastics (Turnbewegungen) part of Japanese recruit training (beginning in
around 1902, Japanese university physical education departments would follow suit). Simultaneously, French
military advisers made equestrianism part of Japanese officer training. While riding horses would soon
become as popular among Japanese aristocrats as tennis and golf, gymnastics would not become popular with
working-class Japanese athletes until the 1930s, when Asahi Breweries would begin to sponsor gymnastics
competitions.
In this year a grower in Vacaville, California imported the Japanese plum (Prunus salicina) from Japan.
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June 27, Tuesday, 1871: Japan adopted the yen as its unit of currency.
August 29, Tuesday, 1871: In Japan, the Emperor Meiji ordered the abolition of the han system of feudal
domains, and establishment of prefectures instead, as local centers of administration.
In London, Karl Marx provided intelligence about events of the revolution in France to The Examiner.
In Tennessee, Elbert Russell was born in a Quaker family and assigned the name “Elbert” in honor of a
Dr. Elbert Rogers — who had kindly interrupted his vacation to attend at the delivery.
The first seven and a half years of my life were passed,
with slight exceptions, in the East Tennessee village of
Friendsville. My memories of it are mostly “stills,” like
snapshots of her children which a mother cherishes and with
which she ornaments her bedroom.
On the west side of Friendsville stood our house and beyond it
the Friends meeting house between the graveyard and a cedar
grove.
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October 14, Monday, 1872: The opening ceremony for the 1st railroad in Japan, consisting of 29 kilometers
of track between Tokyo (it had until then been called Edo) and Yokohama.
Anton Rubinstein gave the 1st of 9 concerts in New England, in Boston. The audience was smaller than it had
been in New-York, but not less enthusiastic.
August 23, Friday, 1872: The 1st Japanese commercial ship to visit San Francisco, California was laden with
tea.
November 5, Tuesday, 1872: Japan accepted sovereignty over the Ryukyu Islands.
Susan B. Anthony was arrested for having attempted on the previous day to vote in the American presidential
election. (In 1873 she would be given a sham trial in the US District Court at Canandaigua — the judge would
not even bother to poll the jury before pronouncing her guilty. He would impose a fine of $100 but –guess
what– they never would get this hundred bucks out of her.)
FEMINISM

November 28, Thursday, 1872: Conscription was introduced in Japan.
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1873: In this year Japan was granting to its subjects religious freedom, and adopting the Gregorian calendar.
The Reverend Professor James Legge left Hong Kong, returning to England via Japan and the USA.
In Scotland he rejoined his wife Hannah Mary Willetts Legge and their children. No longer a missionary,
he would henceforward devote himself to his scholarship.
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1874: In Japan, under the Shokusan-kogyo (Increase in Production and Promotion in Industry) and Fukokukyohei (Enrich the Country and Strengthen the Army) policies, an attempt was being made to catch up with
the industrialized countries of the West. In the Isei (Medical System) of the new Meiji regime in Japan,
Western medicine became orthodox. Bad working conditions (such as among female mill hands), long
working hours, unsanitary conditions, and inadequate diet would be particularly prevalent. In the resultant
high morbidity and mortality the main cause of death would be tuberculosis. As workers became so ill as to
fall behind in their production, they would be expelled from the factory without continuing medical care or
financial support. They would be forced back to their home villages, where they would of course spread the
infection, or would remain in one or another the urban slum, where they would of course also spread the
infection. In so-called “virgin soil” where there had not been previous infections, formerly unaffected people
would go directly into the “miliary” or “galloping” variety of tuberculosis and would die in some 6 months.
Summer 1874: Two of Helen Mary Elizabeth Paterson’s watercolors, “The Milkmaid” and “Wait For Me,”
were displayed at the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, and sold, and she received commissions for further
such works.
Edwin Morton went on a sail around the world by way of Japan and India.
Alexander Graham Bell came up with the idea of a telephone and hired as his assistant Thomas Augustus
Watson.
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1875: Russia swapped with Japan, the southern Kurile Islands for the northern Kurile Islands plus the island
of Sakhalin.
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February 26, Saturday, 1876: Korea concluded its 1st modern treaty with a foreign power, Japan.
In this Kanghwa Treaty Korea was recognized as independent and 3 of its ports were opened to trade.
June 15, Thursday, 1876: An earthquake and resulting tsunami struck the northeast coast of Japan killing
some 28,000.
A Captain Hassan, and some confederates, walked into a cabinet meeting in Constantinople and offed the
Minister of War, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and several others. He seriously wounded the Minister of
Marine before being subdued.
October 17, Tuesday, 1876: The Bonin Islands were annexed by Japan.
Isaac Albeniz was accepted into the Conservatoire Royal de Musique in Brussels, where he would remain for
3 years (this would be his most extensive period of formal study).
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1877: At this point statistics began to be kept in Japan in regard to hygienic issues, such as the number of
respiratory disease patients, and deaths from respiratory illnesses.
January 30, Tuesday, 1877: At Kagoshima, open warfare began between followers of the Samurai Saigo
Takamori and Imperial Japanese troops.
February 19, Monday, 1877: On Kyushu, at Kumamoto castle, fighting began between Satsuma Samurai and
Imperial Japanese troops.
February 22, Thursday, 1877: A report from Walt Whitman:

“Specimen Days”

AN AFTERNOON SCENE
Last night and to-day rainy and thick, till mid-afternoon, when the wind chopp’d
round, the clouds swiftly drew off like curtains, the clear appear’d, and with it
the fairest, grandest, most wondrous rainbow I ever saw, all complete, very vivid
at its earth-ends, spreading vast effusions of illuminated haze, violet, yellow,
drab-green, in all directions overhead, through which the sun beam’d — an
indescribable utterance of color and light, so gorgeous yet so soft, such as I had
never witness’d before. Then its continuance: a full hour pass’d before the last
of those earth-ends disappear’d. The sky behind was all spread in translucent blue,
with many little white clouds and edges. To these a sunset, filling, dominating
the esthetic and soul senses, sumptuously, tenderly, full. I end this note by the
pond, just light enough to see, through the evening shadows, the western
reflections in its water-mirror surface, with inverted figures of trees. I hear
now and then the flup of a pike leaping out, and rippling the water.

Despite gains on the battlefield, the Satsuma Samurai were unable to defeat the Imperial Japanese troops.
They therefore dug in to besiege Kumamoto Castle.
March 19, Monday, 1877: Imperial Japanese forces captured Miyanohara, behind the Satsuma Samurai lines.
The 1st cricket test match concluded at Melbourne Cricket Ground. Australia had defeated England by 45 runs.
The 1st parliament for the Ottoman Empire began, in Constantinople.
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April 12, Thursday, 1877: The Imperial Japanese army lifted the Satsuma Samurai’s siege of Kumamoto
Castle on Kyushu after this siege had gone on for six weeks. The Satsuma Samurai fled.
In direct violation of the 1852 Sand River Convention, Great Britain annexed the Transvaal.
July 24, Tuesday, 1877: The Imperial Japanese army took Miyakonoj from the Satsuma Samurai.
Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky went through a severe emotional crisis over his marriage (this crisis would be
relieved on the following day).
Striking railroad workers and others managed to stop traffic and commerce in Chicago, and destroyed property
belonging to the railroads. The strikes spread throughout Illinois and brought out coal miners in sympathy.
September 24, Monday, 1877: At Shiroyama, Imperial Japanese forces defeated and killed all the remaining
Satsuma Samurai. The samurai era was over.
In order to begin the new term at the Conservatory, after spending 6 weeks with his sister Pyotr Illyich
Tchaikovsky returned to his wife in Moscow.
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March 11, Tuesday, 1879 Japan annexed the Ryukyu Islands.
Johannes Brahms received an honorary doctorate from the University of Breslau (Wroclaw) despite failing to
be present for the ceremony.
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1880: Colonel Francis Hall, a botanist and plant collector, had been preparing a volume of botanical and
entomological drawings during an expedition to Ecuador, but had been left as yet another bloody corpse after
a night of revolution in Quito. His unpublished, unknown manuscript volume was at this point received by Sir
Joseph Hooker, and so its illustrations of South American plants, moths, butterflies, spiders, and caterpillars
would become available to us.

PLANTS

Farmers began to cure tobacco using clean hot air rather than the smoky air of charcoal fires, thus producing
a milder, more popular form of tobacco.
In this decade more than one sailor out of every four in the Japanese navy would be developing beriberi —
a nutritional disease resulting from insufficient quantities of thiamine. Beriberi had become more common
because of the introduction of improved polishing techniques that removed the brown outer layers of the rice
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grain in which thiamine occurs. An expanded diet would correct this endemic condition, but not until several
years later would C. Eijkman, a Dutch physician working in the East Indies, demonstrate that the older naval
diet, based on brown rice, could easily have forestalled the disease.
For decades, German importers gained growing control of markets in natural dye sources. BASF (the Baden
Dye and Soda Company) had achieved control of indigo, a dye produced principally in India. By this point,
after much work, Adolf von Baeyer and his laboratory had successfully synthesized indigo. The strength of
this industry quickly galvanized, and in 1890 German exports of dyes would account for 90% of the world’s
supply. In 1914 German companies would form a color cartel known as I.G. Farben (interessen Gemeinschaft
Farben) that would soon expand into the production of fine chemicals and pharmaceuticals.
October 28, Thursday, 1880: An article in the British journal Nature, by a Scottish physician working in
Japan, suggested that in criminal cases the utter uniqueness of fingerprints might determine guilt or innocence.
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April 23, Sunday, 1882: Waldo Emerson spent the day in his bedroom.
When the Japanese legation in Seoul was attacked by anti-foreign Korean troops, the Japanese barely escaped
with their lives.
July 23, Sunday, 1882: A traditionalist mob, led by the regent, attacked the royal palace and the Japanese
legation in Seoul. The King, Queen, and various others were able to fight their way to safety.
October 10, Tuesday, 1882: Pursuant to Law no.32, approved last June, the Bank of Japan was created.
Pietro Mascagni passed the entrance examination to the Milan Conservatory.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

1883
1883: Statistical data on haibyo (lung disease) began to appear in the official data book of Japan.
TUBERCULOSIS

1883: Adrien-Emmanuel Rouquette met and became friends with Lafcadio Hearn while he was on his way
(more or less) from Cincinnati to Japan.

DATE: Adrien-Emmanuel Rouquette became temporarily insane.
1883: Viscount Itsujin Fukuba built the 1st greenhouse (9 x 36 feet) in Japan and imported a collection of
tropical orchids from England and France.
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December 4, Thursday, 1884: Korean reformers invaded the royal palace and captured the king in Seoul,
proposing a reform program plus cooperation with Japan. Although both China and Japan would send troops
into the peninsula, hostilities between them would be averted.
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February 9, Monday, 1885: Some Japanese settlers arrived in Hawaii.
February 21, Saturday, 1885: The Washington Monument was dedicated. Mrs. Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore,
upon returning to Washington DC from her initial visit to Japan, would approach the Superintendent of Public
Building and Grounds, Colonel Spencer Cosby, to suggest that cherry trees be planted along the soon-to-bereclaimed Potomac waterfront, but she wouldn’t get anywhere with him. Over the following 24 years,
Mrs. Scidmore would be bending the ear of each new Superintendent in sequence but would be getting
absolutely nowhere.
April 18, Saturday, 1885: By signing a Convention at Tientsin Japan and China agreed that they would
disengage themselves militarily in Korea and withdraw their troops.
The entr’acte to Ernest Chausson’s comédie lyrique after de Musset Les Caprices de Marianne was performed
for the initial time, by the Société National de Musique, Paris.
Hymn in honor of SS Cyril and Methodius for unaccompanied chorus by Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky to his own
words was performed for the initial time, at the Moscow Conservatory. Tchaikovsky offered Nikolai RimskyKorsakov directorship of that Conservatory.
December 22, Tuesday, 1885: Marquis Hirobumi Ito replaced Prince Sanjo Sanetomi as prime minister of
Japan.
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1887: Dr. Erwin von Baelz, trying to establish a mountain sanatorium for his tuberculosis patients, walked
around Japan identifying good spas such as Kusatsu and Hakone. Japanese doctors, like these Western
counterparts, began also to search out desirable locales for their TB patients. The Kamakura Sea Hospital was
founded by Sensai Nagayo, who in this year coined the word eisei (meaning “hygiene”).
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January 4, Wednesday, 1888: The Emperor Meiji of Japan established a decoration awarded in 8 grades, from
8th to 1st in ascending order of importance, lesser than the Order of the Rising Sun, to be known as the
Zuihoshyo Order of the Sacred Treasures.

April 30, Monday, 1888: Count Kiyotaka Kuroda replaced Marquis Hirobumi Ito as prime minister of Japan.
Alexander Graham Bell posted from 1,336 Nineteenth Street in Washington DC a circular letter of inquiry to
the superintendents and principals of all American and Canadian Schools for the Deaf. He asked about 5
specific matters, the 3d of which was “your opinion relating to the intermarriages of the deaf, and the
inheritance of deafness by the offspring; and any statistics relating to the subject.” Pages 42 through 106 of the
195 pages of responses, published as FACTS AND OPINIONS RELATING TO THE DEAF FROM AMERICA (London:
Spottiswoode & Co., New-street Square), related to that singular matter. Most of the institutions would not
respond at all, and a number of the institutions that did respond provided factual material that could only by
characterized as unhelpful to the eugenics cause:
Frank Lamont Cole, now of Pawtucket, R.I., attended this school
from February 1877 (at its founding) to June 1880. Was 13 when
admitted. Became deaf from scarlet fever at 2½ years. After
leaving school married a deaf-mute, Jennie Bragg, who was not a
congenital. They had twins, who died soon after their birth.
Mary Emily Bauer, now living at Green, R.I., married Frank
Brown, congenital deaf-mute. They have 1 child, now nearly a
year old, not deaf. Emily Bauer attended the R.I. School from
April 1877 to May 1880.
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Anna M. Black, Principal.
However, listing these actual responses from people who knew the particular cases provided Bell with
occasion to produce long letters from scientists with ample theories and ample attitudes, scientists of
impressive position and impressive title such as Professor Edward D. Cope, Editor of the “American
Naturalist” and Member of the National Academy of Sciences, Professor Alpheus Hyatt, Professor in Harvard
University, Member of the National Academy of Sciences, Dr. Bowditch, Professor in Harvard University,
Member of the National Academy of Sciences, Professor William H. Brewer, Norton Professor of Agriculture
in Yale University, Member of the National Academy of Sciences, Professor Simon Newcomb, Superintendent
of the United States “Nautical Almanac,” Member of the National Academy of Sciences, and Professor W.K.
Brooks, Professor of Morphology in John Hopkins’ [sic] University, Baltimore, Med. [sic] and Member of the
National Academy of Sciences. All these evolution-theory folks agreed, really agreed, that Bell’s evolutiontheory could not conceivably be tendentious:
According to my view of evolution it is quite possible for a
deaf or deaf-mute variety of man to arise and be perpetuated.
It is not more improbable than that blind species of animals
should arise and be perpetuated, a circumstance which has often
occurred in the evolution of animals.
...
It would be a very strange contradiction of experience and
theory if a deaf-and-dumb race were not produced by continual
intermarriage of persons afflicted in this way.
...
...as I understand the doctrine of evolution, there can be no
doubt that you are perfectly right....
...
In the light of present biological science, and of the breeder’s
art, it is inconceivable that the process of selection of deaf
parents should not establish a deaf variety of the human race.
...
That the continual intermarriage of persons possessing any
peculiarity tends to make that peculiarity permanent is,
I believe, a recognized law, constantly applied by breeders of
new species in the animal and vegetable world.
PROTO-NAZISM

July 12, Thursday, 1888: In Japan, Tojohiko Kagawa, Christian-social reformer (Grain of Wheat), was born
on Henry Thoreau’s birthday.
July 15, Sunday, 1888: In Japan, the Bandai volcano erupted for the 1st time in a millennium.
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1889: In Japan, Heizaburo Tsurusaki established the Sumaura Hospital for tuberculosis patients. After this
pioneering sanatorium and the Kamakura Sea Hospital founded by Sensai Nagayo, many others would be
established mainly at the sea coast. These sanatoria were, however, initially private ventures run for profit or
institutions supported by religious or charitable organizations. TB (which was by this point known as kekkaku)
had come to have a romanticized and aesthetic image due to the influence of Ryosen Tsunashima’s ZANGIKU
(CHRYSANTHEMUM REMAINED). This crowd-pleaser of a story is about a young wife dying from consumption
while her husband studies abroad — when her husband returns her disease of course departs. The “look” of
tuberculous patients would attain, in women, the status of a category of beauty. Among the Japanese this
romanticized literary vision of tuberculosis –as a disease taking the most talented and beautiful but allowing
them to die still lovely– would flourish:

In this year the Emperor Meiji was promulgating a parliamentary constitution.
February 11, Monday, 1889: A constitution for Japan was issued calling for a bicameral legislature but
granting most powers to the emperor.
December 24, Tuesday, 1889: In Japan, Prince Aritomo Yamagata replaced Count Kiyotaka Kuroda as prime
minister.
In England, Captain William O’Shea, MP filed for divorce from his wife Katherine, naming Charles Stewart
Parnell, MP as a co-respondent. It was being widely presumed that Parnell was the father of Mrs. O’Shea’s 3
children.
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1890: Durfing the early 1890s Henry “Box” Brown was continuing to perform.
It would be during the early 1890s that the anti-pest campaign would begin in real earnest in New England
against the accidentally-on-purpose introduced “European” gypsy moth Porthetrea dispar (which, actually,
had originated in Japan prior to its denuding the woodlands of Europe and had then been introduced also into
America). The moth was spreading and would continue to spread in all directions at a rate of about 15 miles
per year. Immediately about 1 in 10 of the sprayers were being poisoned, by the arsenic they were using.

In St. Louis a physician was formulating peanut butter as a food for invalids. (In 1893 that health food faddist
famous for breakfast cereals, J.H. Kellogg, would offer a peanut butter to patients with poor teeth. Nowadays
we have little signs to warn people of anything that might ever have touched a peanut — because the plant is
for some so utterly toxic, one little crumb stopping their breathing!)

PLANTS

July 1, Tuesday, 1890: The 1st general election took place in Japan pursuant to the constitution adopted
during the previous year. Only about 1% of the population was eligible to vote.
A convention signed by Germany and Great Britain, the Helgoland-Zanzibar Treaty, resolved imperial
conflicts in Africa. Great Britain ceded Helgoland to Germany. Germany gave up all claim to Buganda,
Zanzibar, the Pemba Islands, Nyasaland, and disputed territory in west Africa. South West Africa was allowed
to extend a strip 32 kilometers wide to the Zambezi River. Kamerun was extended to Lake Chad. German East
Africa was extended to Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika, bordering the Congo.
November 29, Saturday, 1890: The first Japanese Diet opened.
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December 4, Thursday, 1890: Emil Adolf von Behring and Shibasaburo Kitasato, bacteriologists from
Germany and Japan respectively, jointly published their work on immunization against tetanus.
LOCKJAW
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April 15, Wednesday, 1891: By a treaty between Great Britain and Italy signed on this day, the two nations
came to agreement in regard to their relative spheres of influence in East Africa.

READ THIS PROTOCOL
The Katanga Company was founded under the direction of King Leopold of Belgium, to exploit copper
deposits in the Congo.
His Imperial Highness Tsarevich Nicholas Alexandrovich (the future Tsar Nicholas II) was on world cruise.
On this day his flotilla of 6 ships of the Imperial Russian Navy arrived in the port of Kagoshima. While touring
Japan he would get a body tattoo and be wounded by an assassin.
May 6, Wednesday, 1891: Prince Masayoshi Matsukata replaced Prince Aritomo Yamagata as prime minister
of Japan.
The Triple Alliance between Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy was renewed.
Gunlöd, an opera by Peter Cornelius to his own words, finished by Hoffbauer, was performed for the initial
time, in the Hoftheater, Weimar.
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May 11, Monday, 1891: Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky traveled from New-York to Buffalo to visit the Niagara
Falls.
The 100th performance of Lohengrin in Weimar was conducted by Richard Strauss, almost 41 years after its
premiere by Franz Liszt. New sets and costumes were funded by Grand Duke Carl Alexander personally.
At Ōtsu, Japan, Nicholas Alexandrovich of Imperial Russia (the 22-year-old Tsarevich, later Tsar Nicholas II)
was slashed at by an escort policeman, Tsuda Sanzō, and although his cousin Prince George of Greece and
Denmark was able by use of his cane to deflect a 2d sword strike, would for the rest of his short life sport a
decorative 3½-inch forehead scar.140 When the Tsarevich, despite apologies by Emperor Meiji’s apology and
the resignations of Home Minister Saigo Tsugumichi and Foreign Minister Aoki Shuzo, would cut short his
visit, a seamstress, Yuko Hatakeyama, would go on May 20th to the street in front of the Prefectural Office of
Kyoto, spread a white piece of cloth on the pavement, tie her knees together, and slash her throat with a razor
– she having in her possession 10 letters of apology, to her mother and to various Russian and Japanese
officials. The assailant, having been chased down and subdued by a couple of rickshaw pullers, would be
sentenced to 7 years at hard labor in a stone quarry for criminal assault with intent to murder, would die in
custody at Kushiro, Hokaido during September of the same year.
October 28, Wednesday, 1891: One of the largest earthquakes the human species has ever recorded took
place, centered in Motosu, Japan. It would be termed the Mino-Owari, these being the two provinces it
devastated. Official records would put the death toll at 7,273, with 17,175 injuries. 140,000 homes were
destroyed.

140. Do I believe it is possible to be attacked by a sword-wielding Japanese policeman and not be immediately transformed into a
wet stack of sushi? Do I believe that it is possible to defend against a samauri sword by use of a walking stick? Do I believe that a
couple of rickshaw pullers can subdue a sword-wielding assailant without injury? –No, I do not credit any of this. My thought is
that this must have been similar to what happened to the ear of Vincent van Gogh (we suspect he and his buddy Gaughin might have
been pretend-fencing drunkenly one evening). This incident at Ōtsu most likely, in my humble opinion, was a bit of horseplay
suddenly gone terribly wrong.
Likewise, do I believe that the assailant died of natural causes at the age of 36 after merely some 3 or 4 months of hard labor in a
stone quarry? –No, I do not credit that either. — He must have been a suicide, unless the guards beat him to death.
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1892: Charles Sprague Sargent traveled to Japan to inaugurate the Arnold Arboretum’s 1st Asian mission.
On September 28th, the 1st Corn Palace in Mitchell, South Dakota opened to the public. Conceived as
successor to the series of palaces that had been built in Sioux City, Iowa beginning in 1887, the Mitchell
building would be made permanent in 1921 and is now the only remaining exemplar of a former genre, “palace
of the product of the soil.”
The boll weevil crossed the Rio Grande River into Texas cotton fields. Within a decade it would threaten to
destroy the US cotton industry. The USDA would begin investigations in 1894 and a culturally based approach
to the problem would be proposed by 1897.
The 1st gasoline-powered tractor was built, by John Froelich of Froelich, Iowa.

PLANTS

August 8, Monday, 1892: Marquis Hirobumi Ito replaced Prince Masayoshi Matsukata as prime minister of
Japan.
Six Songs for medium voice and piano op.4 was performed for the 1st time, in Berlin, with its composer Max
Reger at the keyboard.
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1894: During this year and the following one, during the Sino-Japanese War, US Marines were stationed at
Tientsin in China, and penetrated to Peking for purposes of protection of American interests.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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1894: In response to riots that threatened Japan’s economic interests in Seoul, the Imperial Japanese Navy
landed 7,000 Japanese soldiers at Inchon. This example of the Japanese taking up what the Nitobe Inazao
would in a later timeframe term “the Brown Man’s Burden” ignited a power struggle among the Chinese,
Japanese, Koreans, and Russians that more than a century later remains unresolved. During this year and the
following one, therefore, China and Japan would be at war over Korea.

Why was Japan so concerned about the Korean peninsula? The answer seems to be that they saw this peninsula
as a path by which the armies of China’s ally, Russia, could approach Japan — they were already imagining a
“Cold War” of containment of the Russian bear. Prior to this combat China had been regarded in Europe as the
prime Eastern power. In this Sino-Japanese war, however, the Chinese were about to lose each and every battle.
The corruption and incompetence of the Chinese was found disgusting by foreign spectators while Japan’s
military prowess and professionalism were, by way of the most radical contrast, found greatly impressive.
Japan and England entered into a treaty in which Japan was granted juridical equality.
July 23, Monday, 1894: On his way to see the King of Korea in the capital, Seoul, Japanese minister Otori was
fired on by Korean troops, and Japanese forces responded by taking control of the city.
March 17, Saturday, 1894: Representatives of China and the United States of America signed a convention
extending for 10 years the existing agreements and laws which barred immigration of Chinese workers into
the USA.
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June 7, Thursday, 1894: The Korean royal family considered that its safety was threatened by the Tonghak
insurrection, so China sent troops into Korea, simultaneously as required by treaty informing Japan (the
Japanese would send troops as well).
Sultan Abu Ali al-Hasan of Morocco died and was succeeded by his son Abd al-Aziz.

June 10, Sunday, 1894: Japanese troops arrived in Seoul, Korea.

June 11, Monday, 1894: Chinese troops arrived in Asan, Korea.
The United States granted its 1st patent for a gasoline-powered automobile, to Karl Benz.
July 25, Wednesday, 1894: Japanese and Chinese naval forces engaged in Korean waters near Phung Do
Island. Two Chinese ships were destroyed and others captured, preventing a Chinese troop transport from
reaching Korea.
July 29, Sunday, 1894: The Japanese regent in Korea requested that the Japanese drive away all Chinese
troops present in the country. Japanese forces defeated Chinese, east of Asan, and the Chinese withdrew.
August 1, Wednesday, 1894: Japan formally declared war on China, over Korea.
September 15, Saturday, 1894: Japanese forces captured Ping-yang from the Chinese. 2,100 were killed.

September 17, Monday, 1894: When Chinese and Japanese naval forces engaged near the mouth of the Yalu
River, the Japanese lost no vessels but 4 Chinese ships were sunk, and all others engaged were damaged and
forced to withdraw.
October 21, Sunday, 1894: Japanese land forces began an assault on Port Arthur and despite furious Chinese
resistance, took the port by noon. After the surrender some Chinese fired at the invaders from inside houses
and the Japanese retaliated by killing some 4,000 of the inhabitants.
October 25, Thursday, 1894: Japanese troops crossed the Yalu River and, overcoming Chinese resistance,
established an effective bridgehead inside China.
In Public Opinion’s “Book Reviews,” a review of Franklin Benjamin Sanborn’s FAMILIAR LETTERS OF
THOREAU:
It is a sign of health in our American life that the writings
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of Thoreau should be increasingly in demand. When a man of the
past reaches the point at which large numbers call for all kinds
of knowledge about him, and all possible products of his
thought, it is pretty certain that he had something to say which
is of sterling worth. Curiosity in many cases soon passes into
indifference and neglect. But when it passes into careful
examination and then into devoted admiration, truth must be
present in some form. Many people have thought of Thoreau as a
“crank,” a unique personality, who would serve as a temporary
interest because of his knowledge of and interest in Nature. But
it is found to their surprise that he is one of the gifted
interpreters of Nature, a man who lived the life of Nature
because he could not breathe apart from it, and therefore knew
in his soul the secret goings of the life of Nature.
November 21, Wednesday, 1894: Japanese troops assaulted and captured Port Arthur (Lüshun) and, viewing
a Chinese display of the mutilated bodies of their comrades, massacred Chinese inhabitants who had not fled.
Incidental music to Antigone, a play by Meurice and Vacquerie after Sophocles, by Camille Saint-Saëns, was
performed for the initial time, in the Comédie-Française, Paris.
December 18, Tuesday, 1894: Japanese troops took Kang-Wa-Seh, Manchuria in the midst of a general
advance into China.
Minuet for orchestra by John Alden Carpenter was performed for the initial time, at Harvard University, where
the composer was in his 2d year of studies.
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1895
1895: The Reverend Professor James Legge prepared a translation of ancient Chinese poetry.
Japan had conquered Korea and China had been forced to recognize this new hegemony over the Korean
peninsula, and China had been likewise forced to cede Taiwan. Therefore, China was no longer being viewed,
by white Europeans, as the primary Eastern power. Alexis Krausse, a British China-watcher, described the
Central Kingdom as “Corrupt to the core, ill-governed, lacking cohesion and without means of defending
herself.... To believe in the recuperative power of China is mere wasted faith.... China as a political entity is
doomed.” Sir Henry Norman declared that “The war with China and the treaty with England will at last force
foreigners to see Japan as she is. The Japanese are a martial and proud race, with marvelous intelligence, and
untiring energy and enthusiasm.” The official newspaper of the Russian Foreign Ministry, Journal de StPétersbourg, ventured that “Since the beginning of this war, the Chinese have provided a lamentable spectacle.
No one suspected such weakness.” US Secretary of the Navy Hilary A. Herbert declared that “Japan has
leaped, almost at one bound, to a place among the great nations of the earth. Her recent exploits in the war with
China have focused all eyes upon her, and the world now comprehends the startling fact that this small island
kingdom, so little taken account of heretofore in the calculations even of students and statesmen, has within a
few decades stridden [that’s a word?] over ground traversed by other nations only within centuries.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
Philo McGriffin, the Westerner who had led the Chinese navy into its massive defeat at the Yalu River, would
return to New-York City and there commit suicide by gunshot.
A Chinese secret society, the Big Swords, formed an alliance with Yuxian, prefect of Caozhou, to put down
banditry. The bandits converted to Catholic Christianity, gaining for themselves the protection of foreigners.
The magistrates’ courts were overwhelmed by the number of cases being brought, and as Christians the bandits
had acquired legal immunity from prosecution, so the Big Sword secret society began to simply execute the
bandits as they were apprehended. The Big Swords also burned the Catholic churches that harbored bandits.
Finally, Yuxian executed several Big Sword leaders. More secret societies would emerge in this Shandong
section of China, such as the Boxers (The Society of Righteous and Harmonious Fists, or Yihe Magic Boxing).
January 20, Sunday, 1895: Japanese forces began landing at Yung-cheng in Shantun province.
Ruggero Leoncavallo got married with Marie Rose Jean (Berthe) Rambaud at the City Hall of Milan.
Her background was very sketchy. It is unverified that Rambaud was her maiden name (Leoncavallo indicated
that he had previously gotten married in 1888 in Paris).
January 30, Wednesday, 1895: The Japanese fleet began a bombardment of the fortifications at Wei-Hai-Wei.
Two songs by Amy Beach were performed for the initial time, in Boston: “Just for This op.26/2 to words of
Fabbri,” and “Wouldn’t That Be Queer op.26/4 to words of Cooley.”
February 2, Monday, 1895: Japanese land forces took the town of Wei-hai-Wei northeast of Tsingtao
(Quingdao).
Die Braut op.44/11 for female chorus by Johannes Brahms to words of Müller, was performed for the initial
time, in Vienna.

February 12, Thursday, 1895: After 2 weeks of struggle Chinese naval forces surrendered to the Japanese in
the harbor of Wei-hai-Wei.
March 19, Tuesday, 1895: Chinese and Japanese commissioners met at Shimoneski to end their conflict.
Alyeksandr Skryabin gave his debut professional performance, under the patronage of the millionaire music
publisher Mitrofan Belaiev, at the Petrov School of Commerce, St. Petersburg. He provided the initial
performance of the 10th of his 24 Preludes op.11.
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March 24, Sunday, 1895: Li Hung Chang, who led the Chinese peace delegation at Shimoneski, was shot and
wounded by a Japanese fanatic. The Japanese were so embarrassed at this that they would immediately grant
an armistice to China.
José Martí posted a letter to Federico Henríquez y Carvajal from Montecristi, Santo Domingo which has come
to be considered his political will and testament.
April 17, Wednesday, 1895: The Treaty of Shimoneski ended war between China and Japan. China ceded the
Liaotung Peninsula, Taiwan, and the Pescadores to Japan, recognized the independence of Korea, and agreed
to pay large reparations.
Three works by Jean Sibelius were performed for the initial time, in an all-Sibelius concert in Helsinki:
Skogsrået (The Wood Nymph), a tone poem, Serenade for baritone and orchestra to words of Stagnelius, these
two conducted by the composer, and Sonata for piano op.12.
April 23, Tuesday, 1895: Russia, Germany, and France prevailed upon Japan to abandon the Liaotung
Peninsula.
In Philadelphia, a closed small cemetery at the intersection of 10th and Washington, the Machpelah Cemetery
where bodies had been sown “as thick as herring” (as one member of the cemetery company expressed the
matter), was being transformed into a small park and children’s playground after the city’s Board of Health
determined that the location was a menace to the public health (I don’t make these things up!).
Per page 3 of the Philadelphia Inquirer: “An Author’s Remains.”
The men at work disinterring the bodies in old Machpelah
Cemetery yesterday came to Lot 33, of Section L., in
which the remains of John Augustus Stone, author of the
tragedy “Metamora; or, The Last of the Wampanoags,” were
interred. Henry F. Stone, of New York, son of the
author, was present at the time of disinterent [sic].
The bones were placed in a sealed box and deposited
temporarily in the vault.
This wouldn’t do much good as the location in which the remains would be deposited, a part of Mount Moriah
Cemetery called Graceland, eventually would also be abandoned.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY
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May 8, Wednesday, 1895: In a revision to the Treaty of Shimoneski, Japan gave up the Liaotung Peninsula
and Port Arthur in return for a huge indemnity.
Henry Clifford, an opera by Isaac Albéniz to words of Money-Coutts, was performed for the initial time, in
Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona, conducted by the composer. Although originally in English, this was
performed in Italian, the favored language of the Liceu. It was a critical success, but not with audiences.
Duet for organ and trombone by Gustav Holst was performed for the initial time, in Highbury Congregational
Church, Cheltenham, with the composer at the keyboard.
June 2, Sunday, 1895: Pursuant to the Treaty of Shimoneski, Taiwan was formally handed over to Japan.
Resistance to the annexation would continue on this island.
October 8, Sunday, 1895: A gang of thugs hired by Viscount Miura, Japanese representative in Korea,
murdered the queen of Korea.
The Turkish government implemented a planned attack against the Armenian population of the nation,
beginning on this day with a massacre at Trabzon and Akhisar.
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1896
1896: The European powers obliged Japan to surrender the Liaotung peninsula of China.
Feng Yü-hsiang, a 14-year old from Chihli Province who would later make himself one of China’s most
powerful warlords, enlisted in the Imperial Chinese army. There his training mostly consisted of thrusting a
spear at a target, plus drinking, plus gambling. Narrowly surviving the Boxer Rebellion, Feng would elect to
transfer his loyalties to the Right Wing Guards Army of Yüan Shih-k’ai, that trained with rifles rather than
with spears and did close-order drill rather than gambling.
September 18, Friday, 1896: Prince Masayoshi Matsukata replaced Marquis Hirobumi Ito as prime minister
of Japan.
Lucie Dreyfus petitioned the French Chamber of Deputies for a mistrial, on the basis that a secret document
from her husband’s trial has been made public.
When Antonio Maceo met the expedition of Colonel Francisco Leyete Vidal he obtained 500,000 rounds of
ammo, 1,000 rifles, 2,000 sticks of dynamite, a cannon with 100 cannon shells, and 3 American artillerymen.
He was joined by Máximo Gómez’ young son Francisco (Panchito) Gómez Toro. According to Volume I of
Philip Foner’s THE SPANISH-CUBAN-AMERICAN WAR AND THE BIRTH OF US IMPERIALISM: “The happy
shouts and vivas of the mambises over the arrival of the war material abruptly ended when they notice General
Maceo’s face. He had been handed a copy of the Boletín de Guerra of July 15 which featured the news that on
July 5, José Maceo had been killed in battle at Loma del Gato in Oriente. It may seem incredible that it took
so long for the news to reach Maceo. Actually, it was an indication of the indifference of the revolutionary
government to their greatest warrior. They had simply neglected to inform Maceo. Indeed, the only
communication Maceo received from government officials during the entire campaign in the West was not
congratulations for his remarkable achievements against the enemy, but a criticism for making a number of
appointments and conferring ranks ‘without first submitting them to the Governing Council for their
approval.’”
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1897
March 29, Monday, 1897: A gold standard was established in Japan.
May 5, Wednesday, 1897: The Japanese warship Naniwa arrived in Hawaii to back up a demand by Japan that
the Hawaiian Islands cease the restriction of Japanese immigration. Why don’t you come down to the beach
and take a good look at our persuasive arguments, we’re so sure you’ll be impressed (we learned this from
Admiral Perry).
Wo uns’re Fahne weht op.473, a march by Johann Baptist Strauss II, was performed for the initial time,
in “Zum wilden Mann,” Vienna.

HDT

WHAT?

JAPAN

INDEX

NIPON

1898
1898: Nakahama Manjiro died at the age of 71. (The village in which he had been born in southern Japan in
1827, now known as Tosashimizu, and his American hometown, Fairhaven, Massachusetts, have since
declared themselves sister cities.)
JOHN MANJIRO
1898: Theobald Smith became able to distinguish between bovine forms of tuberculosis and human forms
(Mycobacterium bovis, that milk cows acquire through pasture exposure to pasture grasses contaminated with
badger urine and feces, versus M. tuberculosis).
In Japan, in Roka Tokutomi’s HOTOTOGISU (NIGHTINGALE), tuberculosis was portrayed as a relentless disease
which destroys an affectionate, lovely, ethereal young woman. This story of elitist society, disharmony
between mother and daughter-in-law, and separation due to the Sino-Japanese war, would go through more
than 100 printings within a decade (it would in 1922 become a silent movie, “The Cuckoo”). The continuing
popularity of such sea resort areas as Zushi, Kamakura, and Chigasaki traces to HOTOTOGISU. In pre-WWII
and even early post-WWII Japan, many letters and diaries would reiterate this novel’s attitudes. Also, the poet,
writer, painter and woodblock artist Yumeji Takeshisa would be of great influence throughout the Meiji,
Taisho, and Showa eras, in confirming the aesthetic image of tubercular women in Japan. However, the haiku
poet Shiki Masaoka, fatally afflicted with TB for more than 13 years, displayed few of these romantic ideas
concerning this disease. His close friend, the novelist Soseki Natsume, was similarly unimpressed, since he
had lost his mother and two brothers to this disease before himself contracting it. Masaoka would continue to
write his essays filled with his everyday observations and thoughts until three days prior to his death. In his
destitution, his long agony and fear, he aestheticized the pathos of his daily suffering and wrote longingly of
his desire to see the new marvels of the modern age, the bicycle, the red postboxes, and the motion picture
machines. Due to the difficulty of accurate diagnosis, Shiki received several different diagnoses for his disease
and was prescribed various medicines. It would seem that Japanese doctors were disinclined to disclose the
identity of this disease to the patients in a misguided attempt to keep their spirits up. Also, a Japanese doctor
who wanted to keep his patients, would often need to reassure them with comfortable lies. Although the
detailed examination of the chest by applying the physical examination such as auscultation, percussion, and
pulse-taking were in use, controversy continued between those supporting the contagionist position and those
proclaiming the primacy of heredity. For those told of their tragic reality by the doctors, their only hope for
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recovery was to receive open-air treatment under strict supervision by doctors in a sanatorium. As time passed,
treatment evolved from merely a “changing of air” –such as going to the countryside on weekends– to going
to certain sea resorts, mountain camps, or spas noted for the medicinal effect of their waters. Japan has a long
tradition of spa-going, to such resorts as Kusatsu or Atami, where people bathed and took the waters as
Westerners did at Baden-Baden and at Karlsbad in Germany or at Royal Tunbridge Wells in Britain. (Although
in antiquity and during the Middle Ages, sea-bathing had been commonly recommended for the Japanese
feeble and disabled, this tradition had been utterly forgotten or was being medically ignored.)
At the French Academy of Medicine, Joseph Grancher reported “On the Prophylaxis of Tuberculosis”
in the 1st major manifesto of the mainstream war on tuberculosis.

January 12, Wednesday, 1898: Marquis Hirobumi Ito replaced Prince Masayoshi Matsukata as prime minister
of Japan.
Spanish conservatives rioted in Havana in opposition to the liberal reforms of Prime Minister Sagasta.
April 25, Monday, 1898: Russia and Japan agreed to the independence of Korea and non-interference in its
internal affairs.
The Spanish concentrated troops at Santiago de Cuba and deployed them to various locations in that province.
General Pando and the Autonomista Delegates returned to Havana from Santa Cruz del Sur following a
breakup of the meeting with the Council of the Mambí Government.
Following a Cuban insurrection against Spanish rule and the sinking of the USS Maine in the harbor at Havana,
the United States Congress recognized the independence of Cuba and declared that war with Spain had existed
since April 21st.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
June 30, Thursday, 1898: Shigenobu Okuma replaced Marquis Hirobumi Ito as prime minister of Japan.
November 8, Tuesday, 1898: Prince Aritomo Yamagata replaced Shigenobu Okuma as prime minister of
Japan.
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1899
1899: In Japan, the Nippon Electric Corporation (NEC) was founded specializing in communications.
This would become the nation’s 1st joint venture with foreign capital (with the USA’s Western Electric).
In this year the serial liar Sir Edmund Trelawny Backhouse, 2nd Baronet (a birthright Quaker from a wealthy
family of Darlington, England; the name is pronounced “back’us”), fleeing from debt in England, arrived in
Peking and entered upon a long and unchallenged career of foreign Fake News and forgery and calumny and
financial chicanery. He would become quite the expert in regaling the people back home (who somehow failed
to notice that his pants were on fire) with the sorts of things they enjoyed to hear — matters that would grandly
reinforce their prejudices about distant others and grandly magnify their own parochial self-esteem.
Denver newspaper reporters Al Stevens, Jack Tournay, John Lewis, and Hal Wilshire conspired together to
create some Fake News that would sell papers. John Lewis suggested that a good target would be “the Great
Wall of China! Must be 50 years since that old pile’s been in the news. Let’s build our story around it. Let’s do
the Chinese a real favor. Let’s tear the old pile down!” The story they ginned up was to the effect that the
Chinese wanted to replace the wall with a road and were currently soliciting bids from American companies.
The following day their newspapers the Denver Post, the Republican, the Times, and the Rocky Mountain
News would carry such headlines as:

GREAT CHINESE WALL DOOMED!
PEKING SEEKS WORLD TRADE!
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20TH CENTURY
DECADE OF 1900S
1900
May 21, Monday, 1900: Sensing Chinese weakness due to the Boxer rebellion, Russia invaded Manchuria.
Representatives of the foreign powers in Beijing (United Kingdom/Russia/Germany/France/United States/
Japan/Italy/Austria) sent an ultimatum to the emperor: unless the Boxers were punished within 5 days, Western
armies would be sent to invade.
The plan for an inter-ocean ship canal across Nicaragua came to an end when the United States Senate by a
vote of 28 over 21 tabled the Hepburn Bill that had passed the House of Representatives. A commission then
recommended that such a canal be constructed across Panama.
June 10, Saturday, 1900: For most years we don’t have any record, but early in 1901 someone at the Chicago
Tribune made up a list of the lynchings that had occurred in America during the previous year. The list had
117 entries — a lynching, typically a white mob of some size hanging an adult black male, had been occurring
every three days or so. Because of this list we know that on this day in Snead, Florida, a black man whose
name is not on record, accused of having committed murder, and John Sanders, accused of complicity in
murder, were lynched, and that on this day in Mississippi City, Mississippi, a black man whose family name
was Askew and another black man whose family name was Reese, both suspected of having committed
murder, were lynched.
An allied (United Kingdom/Russia/Germany/France/United States/Japan/Italy/Austria) relief force of 2,129
departed Tientsin by train for Peking. Shortly after a telegram was sent to Peking announcing this to the
legations, the telegraph wire was cut.
The 116th Psalm for women’s chorus and orchestra by Franz Schreker was performed for the initial time,
as part of the composer’s graduation ceremony from Viennna Conservatory.
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June 11, Sunday, 1900: For most years we don’t have any record, but early in 1901 someone at the Chicago
Tribune made up a list of the lynchings which had occurred in America during the previous year. The list had
117 entries — a lynching, typically a white mob of some size hanging an adult black male, had been occurring
every three days or so. Because of this list we know that on this day in Metcalf, Georgia, Senny Jefferson,
accused of attempted assault, was lynched.
The chancellor of the Japanese legation in Peking, Akira Sugiyama, was killed by regular troops of General
Dong Fuxiang (Tung Fu-tsiang).
The relief force reached Langfang, still a distance from Peking, and drove off Boxers destroying the tracks.
The Royal Navy landed 150 troops in Tientsin to help protect foreigners there.

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE
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June 22, Thursday, 1900: Considering their situation in Peking imperiled, the military contingents from Italy,
Austria, France, Germany, Japan, Russia, and the US fell back in disorder into the British legation.
Before order was restored and the soldiers back in their posts, the Italian legation was already destroyed.
Chinese forces began an artillery assault on the Peitang Cathedral. At Hsiku, the retreating foreign relief
column captured a Chinese arsenal, and there elected to await rescue from Tientsin.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

July 13, Friday, 1900: In the fiercest fighting of the entire siege, the Peking legations withstood multiple
Chinese attacks. In the evening, 2 buildings in the French legation were destroyed by mines. Outnumbered 5to-1, an allied (UK/US/Japan/France/Russia/Germany) force assaulted Tientsin. At 1st the attack went badly,
but a Japanese soldier blew open the gate and the foreigners took the city. Hundreds of Chinese, soldiers and
civilians, were killed in the melee.

July 14, Saturday, 1900: Prince Ching sent a message into the legations offering safe passage for the legation
staffs if they left without armed escort. They refused.
Tientsin (Tianjin) was captured by the Allied forces at the end of a 3-day battle. The Allies had 775 killed or
wounded, mostly from Russian troops and Japanese troops under the command of the Colonel Kuriya. Parties
of German and French soldiers destroyed the Chinese guns, while American, British, Japanese, and Austrian
troops, and the Welsh Fusiliers, captured the arsenal.
British forces began an assault on the Ashanti center of Kumasi.
July 17, Tuesday, 1900: A truce between the foreign legations and Prince Ching went into effect in Peking.
The Times of London was, however, publishing a detailed account of the “massacre” of foreigners in Peking,
and providing the obituaries of the leading diplomats.
When Mount Adatara erupted in Japan, 72 laborers who had been digging for sulfur on the side of the mountain
were killed.

Japan
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August 5, Sunday, 1900: Alyeksandr Vasilyevich Mosolov was born in Kiev, son of a lawyer and a
professional vocalist.
20,100 foreign (Japan/Russia/United Kingdom/United States/France/Germany/Italy/Austria) soldiers,
including a detachment of US Marines, departed Tientsin to relieve the foreign legations besieged at Peking.
At Peitsang, just north of the Hsiku arsenal, Japanese troops attacked Chinese defenders, who retreated after
losing 4,000 in a battle that had gone on for 7 hours.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
August 14, Tuesday, 1900: An international force (France/Japan/Russia/UK/US) including US Marines
fought its way into Peking (Beijing) to put down the Boxers.
During the siege 66 of the foreigners had died and 150 were wounded (of the Chinese Christians who had
sought refuge with the foreigners, an unknown number had perished). The triumphant foreigners of course
went on to plunder the city.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
August 15, Wednesday, 1900: US forces began an assault on the Imperial City in Peking. Just after midnight,
the Imperial family slipped out of the city. French artillery began bombarding the Imperial City but
unfortunately, the positions they hit had already been taken by the Americans. Close to conquering the city,
the American troops had to withdraw for political reasons. Japanese troops rescued the remaining Christians
within of the Peitang Cathedral within the Imperial City. Of the 3,420 people who had taken refuge in the
cathedral at the beginning of the siege, 400 had died, including 166 children.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
The Victorian Naval Brigade contingent to the Boxer Rebellion, from Australia, landed at Taku (they would
advance to Tientsin on the following day only to find that the real fighting had ended, and make themselves
useful as mere police and firemen).

HISTORY’S NOT MADE OF WOULD. WHEN SOMEONE REVEALS, FOR
INSTANCE, THAT A PARTICULAR INFANT WOULD INVENT THE SEWING
MACHINE, S/HE DISCLOSES THAT WHAT IS BEING CRAFTED IS NOT
REALITY BUT PREDESTINARIANISM. THE HISTORIAN IS SETTING
CHRONOLOGY TO “SHUFFLE,” WHICH IS NOT A PERMISSIBLE OPTION
BECAUSE IN THE REAL WORLD SUCH SHUFFLE IS IMPOSSIBLE.
THE RULE OF REALITY IS THAT THE FUTURE HASN’T EVER HAPPENED,
YET. THERE IS NO SUCH “BIRD’S EYE VIEW” AS THIS IN THE REAL
WORLD, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD NO REAL BIRD HAS EVER GLIMPSED
Japan
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AN ACTUAL HISTORICAL SEQUENCE.

October 19, Friday, 1900: For most years we don’t have any record, but early in 1901 someone at the Chicago
Tribune made up a list of the lynchings which had occurred in America during the previous year. The list had
117 entries — a lynching, typically a white mob of some size hanging an adult black male, had been occurring
every 3d day or so. Because of this list we know that on this day in Wellaston, Georgia, Frank Hardeneman,
accused of rape, was lynched.
Marquis Hirobumi Ito replaced Prince Aritomo Yamagata as prime minister of Japan.
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1901
1901: A Japanese chemist living in Chicago, Satori Kato, devised a water-soluble instant coffee powder (he
would obtain a US patent for this on August 11th, 1903).
When Friend William Cadbury of Cadbury Chocolates visited the island of Trinidad in the Caribbean he was
alerted to the fact that the cocoa workers on Sao Thome and Principe Islands were still to all practical intents
and purposes slaves.

William G. Mortimer’s PERU HISTORY OF COCA: THE DIVINE PLANT OF THE INCAS presented the favorable
medical opinion of the day in regard to cocaine.

PLANTS

June 2, Sunday, 1901: Taro Katsura replaceds Kimmochi Saionji as prime minister of Japan.
September 7, Saturday, 1901: China was obliged to sign the Boxer Protocol (an apology for the deaths of
foreign diplomats during the Boxer Rebellion), erect a memorial to the defunct German minister, root out antiforeignism among government officials, and pay an indemnity of 450,000,000 silver taels (approximately
$300,000,000) to France, Germany, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.
This was more than the Peking government’s annual tax revenue. As security, almost all Chinese money would
be placed in foreign hands. The Boxer Rebellion entered the history books.
Carlisle D. Graham schemed with a daring friend, Maude Willard of Canton, Ohio to perpetrate a stunt in the
Niagara River. She was to take Graham’s famous barrel through the Whirlpool Rapids and then, they planned,
she and Graham would join up and he would swim alongside the barrel for the remainder of the way down the
river rapids to Lewiston. However, this time the barrel got caught in an eddy for 6 hours, and when it was
retrieved and opened she was found to have suffocated (sShe had taken her fox terrier along for the ride,
there was only one airhole in the barrel — and her pet’s snout had become wedged in that airhole).
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1902
1902: In this year (and again in 1939) the volcano that was Tori Shima (St. Peter’s Island or Hurricane Island
near Japan) erupted, killing 125 and driving away the island’s entire human population (the volcano remains
active and the island empty of human occupants to this day but, on the up-side, the area now serves as a
breeding refuge for the endangered short-tailed albatross).
JOHN MANJIRO
1902: In London, Japan signed a treaty with Britain that recognized Japan’s rights in Korea and Britain’s
rights in China. (The immortal couplet “After you, my dear Alphonse...” / “No, after you, my dear Gaston...”
had originated in a New York City newspaper in the previous year.)
This was, to say the least, peculiar, since Japan of course had every right to be in Japan but no right whatever
to be in Korea, and Britain of course had every right to be in Britain but no right whatever to be in China.
January 30, Thursday, 1902: An alliance was signed in London between Great Britain and Japan. The parties
pledged neutrality in any Asian war undertaken by the other. This marked the initial alliance between Japan
and any western power.
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1903
1903: The tombs of Pharaohs Merneptah (1,213 BCE-1,203 BCE) and Thutmes IV (1,399 BCE-1,389 BCE)
in the Valley of the Kings (#8 and #43 respectively) were re-excavated by Howard Carter (1874-1939).
The mummy of Thutmes IV had been in ancient times relocated to #35, the tomb of Pharaoh Amenhetep II
that had been discovered by Victor Loret (1859-1946).
DIGGING UP THE DEAD

During this year and the next, President Theodore Roosevelt would spend 3 days and nights camping alone
with John Muir in Yosemite. Muir went off on a world tour, first visiting Boston and then visiting London,
Paris, Berlin, Russia, Finland, Korea, Japan, China, India, Egypt, Ceylon, Australia, New Zealand, Malaya,
Indonesia, Philippines, Hong Kong, and Hawaii.

It must have been interesting for John to visit all the peoples his house guest Teddy had regarded as inferiors!
(You knew, of course, that TR was a white racist, right? Teddy “Il Duce” Roosevelt had held out from his bully
pulpit that African-Americans were “a perfectly stupid race.” “In the mass,” he held, they were “altogether
inferior to the whites.” And what about war? Was was merely a way to advance “the clear instinct for race
selfishness,” which was a force for the improvement of humanity: “The most ultimately righteous of all wars
is a war with savages.”)
July 3, Friday, 1903: A round-the-world telegraph connection was completed, its final link being between
Hawaii and the Philippines.
Great Britain and Japan demanded that Russia adhere to their 1902 treaty by withdrawing from Manchuria.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

August 11, Tuesday, 1903: Satori Kato, a Japanese chemist living in Chicago, received a US patent for the
water-soluble instant coffee powder he had developed in 1901.
August 12, Wednesday, 1903: The Japanese government protested to Russia that it had not withdrawn from
Manchuria as it had in the previous year agreed that it would.
The Colombian Senate rejected the Hay-Herrán Treaty.
October 22, Thursday, 1903: Having completed the manuscript for his magnum opus THE SYLLOGISTIC
PHILOSOPHY, OR PROLEGOMENA TO SCIENCE, on the 10th anniversary of his wife Katie Loring Abbot’s death,
at the age of 54, the widower Francis Ellingwood Abbot took a bunch of carnations to her grave, prostrated
himself alongside it, and drank poison.
I do not fall out of this world by accident as a lunatic,
I do not sneak out of it as a coward.
I go out of it as a free and proud soul, with open eyes,
at the command of honor and love.
SUICIDE
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As the Reverend offed himself, the LIFE magazine currently on the news stands in Harvard Square (this was
not the Henry Luce publication with which you might be familiar, but a previous one of that title published
between 1883 and 1936) was displaying on its cover new statuary in front of the New York Custom House:

This issue also contained a full-page illustration of an auto running down pedestrians. It described how union
musicians were struggling to destroy the non-union US Marine Band –and how Japan desired to control the
Korean peninsula –and how Russia needed to conquer Manchuria in order to hold an overland passageway to
their Pacific port of Port Arthur. The motto of the publication was

“WHERE THERE’S LIFE, THERE’S HOPE.”
December 28, Monday, 1903: John von Neumann was born as Neumann Janos in Budapest, Hungary, the 1st
son of the corporation lawyer Neumann Miksa and his society wife Kann Margit (in that language, family
names are put first; his family was substantial but had not as yet purchased its “von” title). In 1903 Budapest
was not only growing rapidly, but offered a heady intellectual and cultural and artistic atmosphere. It has been
recorded that this metropolis “was about to produce one of the most glittering single generations of scientists,
writers, artists, musicians, and useful expatriate millionaires to come from one small community since the citystates of the Italian Renaissance.”
Japan took control of the railroad between Seoul and Pusan.
France divided its holdings in central Africa into Ubangi-Shari (CAR), Chad, Gabon, and Middle Congo.
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1904
1904: During the Russo-Japanese War in this year and the following one the traditional Chinese examination
system for would-be mandarin officials was abandoned.
It was in about this year that Francis C. Pollay of Pulteney, New York wrote an account of his experiences, as
a ship’s carpenter, with Commodore Perry’s 1852 expedition to Japan.
The word kokugi, “national sport,” was coined in description of Japanese sumo wrestling.
This would be the last year during which the Colored Hockey League was a major entity.
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1904: By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a Russian naval group at Port
Arthur, and invaded Korea. (Battle of Port Arthur, Russo-Japanese war. Heads up, this is an alert of things to
come. Those who do not remember history are condemned to repeat it — and things that happen the 1st time
as tragedy, tend to happen the 2d time as farce. :-)
WORLD WAR II

When entomologist G.W. Kirkaldy provided species descriptions for a series of insects whose names all ended
in “-chisme” (pronounced “kiss me”), the guy must have been terminally horny, for among his species names
are such as Polychisme, Marichisme and Dollischisme.
Chestnut blight from Japan was detected in the New York City area, with the first reported case at the Bronx
Zoological Park. It is thought the fungal pathogen, Cryphonectria parasitica, arrived with importation of
Asian chestnut trees in 1890. This disease quickly advanced to destroy nearly the entire native population of
American Chestnut, until that time the largest of eastern trees and one of the most significant forest dominants
in the Eastern mixed mesophytic association. Rupp indicates that the pathogen arrived in 1895 amid a
shipment of Chinese chestnut trees that would eventually be planted at the newly founded New York Botanical
Garden. Rupp also calculated the loss in lumber alone at $400 billion.
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THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN
SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD. THE
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO’S CENTER OF THE AMERICAN WEST HAS
AS ITS OFFICIAL MOTTO “TURNING HINDSIGHT INTO FORESIGHT” —
WHICH INDICATES THAT ONLY PANDERERS ARE WELCOME THERE.
IN A BOOK THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT HISTORY, ISSUED BY
RANDOM HOUSE IN 2016, I FIND THE PHRASE “LOOKED UPON FROM
THE BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF HISTORY, ....” ONLY A MERE STORYTELLER,
NEVER A HISTORIAN, COULD HAVE PENNED SUCH A PHRASE —
BECAUSE NO BIRD HAS EVER FLOWN OVER HISTORY.

January 5, Tuesday, 1904: A unit of US Marine guards was dispatched to protect the American legation in
Seoul, Korea during the Russo-Japanese War (until November 11th, 1905).
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
January 6, Wednesday, 1904: The Japanese railroad in Korea refused to transport Russian troops.
February 5, Friday, 1904: Japan broke off diplomatic relations with Russia, asserting that Russia had been
dragging its feet in negotiations over Manchuria.
The final contingent of US troops left Cuba.
February 5, Friday, 1904: Japan broke off diplomatic relations with Russia, asserting that Russia had been
dragging its feet in negotiations over Manchuria.
The final contingent of US troops left Cuba.
March 6, Sunday, 1904: Japanese naval forces bombarded the harbor of Vladivostok without a whole lot of
impact, the Russian fleet having escaped. This bombardment would have the effect of forcing many citizens
of Vladivostok to flee toward the west, and would create concern among the Russian army staff that there
might be a land invasion.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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March 15, Tuesday, 1904: Japanese forces shelled Port Arthur, killing about 300 Russians.
The Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde decided to ask Gustav Mahler to direct their concert series (he would twice
decline).
March 24, Thursday, 1904: The Japanese navy sank 7 Russian ships.
Ferruccio Busoni sailed from New-York aboard the Blücher after his initial concert tour of the United States.
La copla, a zarzuela sevillana by Joaquín Turina to words of Labios and Luciux, was performed for the initial
time, in Seville.
April 5, Tuesday, 1904: The advancing Japanese army reached the Yalu River.
April 21, Thursday, 1904: As Russian forces retreated in the face of the Japanese, hundreds drowned in the
Yalu River.
May 1, Sunday, 1904: Japanese forces routed Russian forces from their positions above the Yalu River across
from Uiju (Xinyizhou).
Antonin Leopold Dvorák died suddenly at the dinner table of his home in Prague, at 62 years of age.
Leos Janácek missed a scheduled meeting with the Russian governor general in Warsaw and in consequence,
would not be offered the post of director of the Warsaw Conservatory. That evening he attended a concert at
which, after the conductor announced the death of Antonin Dvorák, the audience rose while Dvorák’s Hussite
Overture was played.

May 2, Monday, 1904: The Japanese sent 8 merchants vessels into Port Arthur. They managed to break the
protective boom and reach the inner harbor, where they were blown up by their commanders. Other ships were
sunk near the entrance to this harbor.
May 5, Thursday, 1904: After a funeral procession through Prague with thousands lining the route, the
remains of Antonin Dvorák were deposited in the Vysehrad Cemetery in an area reserved for leading figures
of the nation.
Japanese forces landed on the Liaotung peninsula some distance from the Russian naval base at Port Arthur.
Denton “Cy” Young of the Boston Red Sox pitched the 1st perfect game of the 20th Century, against the
Detroit Tigers.
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May 6, Friday, 1904: Three Japanese divisions began to land on the south coast of Manchuria, to attempt to
cut off the Russian base at Port Arthur from the main Russian army further north (the landing operation would
require 5 days).

May 13, Friday, 1904: The Japanese managed to cut communications between Port Arthur and the Russian
army in Manchuria.
May 25, Wednesday, 1904: Japanese forces attacked Russian forces at Nanshan south of Chinchou (Jinzhou),
but were repulsed.

May 26, Thursday, 1904: Japanese forces occupied Chinchou (Jinzhou) and once again attacked Russian
positions on Nanshan to the south. After a see-saw battle of more than 9 hours during which 5,174 were killed,
the Russians found it necessary to withdraw.

May 27, Friday, 1904: Japanese forces captured Dairen (Dalian) without opposition.
June 15, Wednesday, 1904: John Robinson Jeffers received his Bachelor’s Degree from Occidental College.
Although 2 Japanese battleships were lost to Russian mines, the blockade of Port Arthur continued. After a 2day battle at Telissu north of Port Arthur, Russian forces would be forced to withdraw but would manage to
escape encirclement.
A 2d daughter was born to Gustav and Alma Mahler at their summer home Maiernigg. They would name her
Anna Justine, after Alma’s mother and Mahler’s sister.
A chartered excursion paddle wheeler with 1,525 passengers and 23 crewmen, the General Slocum, ran
aground in the East River at North Brother Island (which is #3 on this map), caught fire, and burned to the
waterline. Only 407 of those on board would survive.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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July 17, Sunday, 1904: Russian forces attempted to retake the Motien Pass southeast of Liaoyang from the
Japanese, but retreated after heavy casualties.

July 28, Wednesday, 1904: Japanese forces took the outer defenses of the Russian base at Port Arthur.
A Social-Revolutionary threw a bomb into the carriage of Vyacheslav K. von Plehve, director of the Russian
state police in St. Petersburg, killing him.

July 30, Friday, 1904: Japanese forces took the 2d defense line of the Russian base at Port Arthur.
At a Paris Conservatoire awards ceremony, Nadia Boulanger received 1st prizes in organ, piano
accompaniment, and fugue.
August 7, Sunday, 1904: Japanese began to launch suicide attacks on the besieged Russian garrison at Port
Arthur.
August 10, Wednesday, 1904: Tsar Nikolai II, fearing the imminent fall of Port Arthur, gave personal
instructions to the commander of the Russian Pacific Fleet, Admiral Vitgeft, to lead a squadron in the direction
of Vladivostok. In the ensuing engagement a Japanese shell hit the bridge and conning tower of his flagship
Tsarevich, killing him, whereupon the damaged Tsarevich limped into the German port of Tsingtao while the
remainder of that squadron returned to Port Arthur.
The New York Electric Music Company was incorporated in Jersey City, New Jersey for the production of
Telharmoniums.
August 14, Sunday, 1904: Sailing to meet the Port Arthur fleet, a squadron of Russian ships from Vladivostok
was set upon by the Japanese off Ulsan, Korea. There were substantial losses on both sides, and hundreds
killed, after which the squadron returned to Vladivostok.
August 20, Saturday, 1904: Japanese forces began a general assault on the Russian base at Port Arthur.
Having travelled from Port Arthur all the way around Japan making for Vladivostok, the Russian cruiser Novik
was set upon by 2 Japanese ships in La Perousse Strait between Sakhalin and Hokkaido. After seriously
damaging one of the Japanese ships, the Russian captain was forced to beach his ship.
August 25, Thursday, 1904: Japanese forces launched an attack on Russian defenses at Liaoyang.
The Russian line held, but at midnight they withdrew to their 2d defensive line.
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August 30, Tuesday, 1904: Japanese forces renewed their attack on the Russians at Liaoyang.
The Russian line again held.
September 2, Friday, 1904: Russian forces launched a muddled attack out of their defenses at Liaoyang.
Despite their confusion they made headway against the Japanese.

September 3, Saturday, 1904: After fighting the Japanese to a standstill, Russian troops withdrew from
Liaoyang. The Japanese forces were too exhausted to pursue, and the Russians made it to the safety of Mukden
(Shenyang). The 9-day battle for Liaoyang had produced 39,000 casualties.
October 3, Monday, 1904: Russian forces began a major offensive, attacking south from Mukden (Shenyang)
against the Japanese on a front along the Sha River, and made early gains.
Edgard Varèse began studies at the Schola Cantorum, Paris.
E. Harlow Russell turned over to a dealer from New York City, George S. Hellman, “on consignment for
$2000,” the trunk containing Henry Thoreau’s “LIFE WITHOUT PRINCIPLE” manuscripts, from which Hellman
promised to select 520 loose leaves containing material seemingly already published and provide them to
Houghton, Mifflin. Hellman went through the manuscripts and sent to Russell the following list:141
11 vols. Indian Extracts
2

"

Nat. Hist. "

1

"

Misc.

"

1

"

Poetic

"

1

"

Canada

"

Phenomena of Seasons
6 Guides & Maps in covers
Notes on Journey West
Sir W. Raleigh
Wild Apples
Canada
As Bradley P. Dean pointed out, since Hellman had received the trunk of Thoreau’s manuscripts “on
consignment,” legally he was entitled to sell all its contents except for those 520 loose leaves. Although he

141. Letter of May 7, 1903 with enclosed list from Houghton, Mifflin to E.H. Russell, collection of Frank Russell. Thomas Blanding
and Edmund Schofield brought this letter and its list to the attention of Bradley P. Dean.
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would later allege “months of study and research among Thoreau’s manuscripts — the separating of the
published from the unpublished and of earlier drafts from later copies,” Thoreau’s organic method of
composition would have made such a task all but impossible — and anyway, soon after Hellman received this
trunk he sold about 400 loose leaves to William A. White, a New York furrier.142 The “LIFE WITHOUT
PRINCIPLE” manuscripts in that trunk were those that Thoreau had dropped from his text at various times
before publication; therefore, the only sense in which those manuscripts could be said to have contained
material already published would be that some of them contained earlier versions of published passages. No
doubt the same is true for most, if not all, of the other leaves Hellman selected and sent to Houghton, Mifflin.
Among the manuscripts in White’s purchase were all but two of the “LIFE WITHOUT PRINCIPLE” manuscripts
that did not go to Houghton, Mifflin.143

Brad Dean’s
Commentary

142. Howarth, LITERARY MANUSCRIPTS, page xxv; Hellman, LANES OF MEMORY [NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1927], page 32.
143.One of the two manuscripts, a small fragment containing a brief note about the journal source for the new sentence in
“Life Misspent” 3 (JOURNAL 12:111), is at RPB (MS 80.1 [6]). The verso of this fragment contains part of a letter to
Thoreau, dated January 25, 1858, from an unknown correspondent (see CORRESPONDENCE 505). A transcription of the note is
in Dean, “Sound of a Flail,” page 453. The other manuscript is the one in the collection of Lawrence Willson that Thoreau used to
compile the last of his four secondary lists when writing “What Shall It Profit?” He had earlier used this manuscript in his reading
draft of “Walking, or the Wild,” and on November 20, 1854 used it to draft letters to C.B. Bernard and John D. Milner.
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BOUND VOLUMES

HELLMAN (October 8, 1904)
11 vols. Indian Extracts
2 " Nat. Hist. "
1 " Misc.
"
1 " Poetic
"
1 " Canada
"
Thirty-three Journals, 1845-1861.

SANBORN (August 19, 1905)
11 volumes of extracts relating to the Indians.
2 volumes of extracts relating to Natural History.
1 volume of Miscellanies.
1 volume of Poetic Extracts
(the volumes of verse seen by me)
1 volume of extracts relating to Canada.

Loose Manuscripts
HELLMAN
Phenomena of Seasons
6 Guides & Maps in covers
Sir W. Raleigh
Wild Apples
Canada
Love & Friendship etc.
Life without Principle etc.
Autum[na]l Tints
Walking
Cape Cod

SANBORN
A ms of Phenomena of the Seasons.
Maps and Guide Books with Thoreau’s autograph.
The ms of Sir Walter Raleigh (really three drafts).
The ms of “Wild Apples.”
The ms of An Excursion to Canada.
[mss of] … an Essay on Love and Friendship …
mss of “Life Without Principle”…
[mss of] … “Autumnal Tints”…
[mss of] … “Walking”…
The ms of Cape Cod (incomplete).
The ms of Walden.
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NOTES AND FRAGMENTS

HELLMAN
Notes on Journey West
Various Fragments (large)

Notes & Fragments (Natural)

Fragment “Sep 24 1843.—”

SANBORN
Notes of the Journey West (1861).
Fragments of the Week,
Prometheus,
Maine Woods.
[mss of] … Personal Notes and other Fragments.
[mss of] … “Night and Moonlight”…
“Wild Fruits” (thick, unpublished) …
A ms of the Dispersion of Seeds.
Notes on the Phenomena of Nature.
Six extra fragmentary sheets.

October 10, Monday, 1904: Japanese forces began a counterattack in the weakest area of the Russian front
south of Mukden (Shenyang).

October 11, Tuesday, 1904: The Russian offensive against the Japanese south of Mukden (Shenyang) was
halted with heavy casualties.

October 17, Monday, 1904: After 8 days of fighting along the Sha River south of Mukden (Shenyang),
Russian and Japanese forces disengaged in utter exhaustion.

October 21, Friday, 1904: The Russian offensive against the Japanese in Manchuria ended after 10 days and
the loss of 32,000 men, with no objective achieved.
An agent appointed by the United States government took over the customs house of Puerto Plata, Dominican
Republic.
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1905
1905: Ezra Pound was awarded the degree of Ph.B. at Hamilton College in Clinton, New York.
G.P. Putnam’s Sons of New York published Nitobe Inazo’s BUSHIDO: THE SOUL OF JAPAN. Nitobe was a
Quaker schoolmaster and his English-language ghostwriter was Anna Hartshorne, a Canadian; this monograph
presented bushido (“Military-Knight-Ways”) as a far-Eastern version of European chivalry.
Nitobe downplayed mathematical skill, offering that “chivalry is uneconomical: it boasts of penury.”144
In Nitobe’s consideration what all that training in judo, fencing, and archery accomplished was the building of
character.145
1905: At the battle of Mukden between Japan and Russia over 100,000 soldiers died.
In the naval Battle of the Tsushima Straits, Japan destroyed the Russian fleet.
Russia withdrew from Manchuria, losing Sakhalin, and recognized a Japanese protectorate over Korea
(this was the 1st time that a non-European nation had defeated a European nation — although, obviously,
it would not be the last). At the end of the war between Russia and Japan, for some reason, the treaty of peace
was signed in Portsmouth, right here in the U-S-of-A.
There was political unrest in St. Petersburg and in Moscow.
January 2, Monday, 1905: Russian forces in the Pacific naval base of Port Arthur asked for terms from the
Japanese.
Michael Kemp Tippett was born in London, 2d of 2 children born to Henry William Tippett, a lawyer, and
Isabel Clementine Binny Kemp, author and daughter of a civil servant.
At the Lick Observatory near San Jose, California, American astronomer Charles Dillon Perrine discovered
Elara, the 7th moon of Jupiter to be observed from Earth.
ASTRONOMY

January 4, Wednesday, 1905: After months of resistance the Russian base at Port Arthur, with over 24,000
effectives, was obliged to surrender to the Japanese.
Tragic Overture by Antonin Dvorák was performed for the initial time, in Prague.

144. Or at least, penury was the ideal for the impoverished. In fact, with the notable exception of the Mitsui family, the traditional
mercantile class had resisted modernization and the leaders of the ten largest zaibatsu (“financial cliques”) that had come to control
Japanese land, labor, and industry and had therefore become inordinately wealthy had begun as families of the samurai caste.
145. It will come as a considerable surprise to those of us who have heard stories about the Bataan Death March, and stories about
the Rape of Nanking, to learn that “Tenderness, Pity, and Love were traits which adorned the most sanguinary exploits of a samurai.”
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January 24, Tuesday, 1905: Russian forces attacked the Japanese around the village of Sandepu southwest of
Mukden (Shenyang).
Maurice Rouvier replaced Emile Combes as prime minister of France.
January 28, Saturday, 1905: After 4 days of confused fighting and mounting casualties, the Russians called
off their attack on the Japanese southwest of Mukden (Shenyang).
February 25, Saturday, 1905: Russian and Japanese forces began 11 days of fighting near Mukden
(Shenyang).
The Concerto for double bass in f# minor was performed for the initial time, in Moscow. The composer Sergei
Koussevitzky was the soloist.
March 10, Friday, 1905: After 14 days of fighting, the Battle of Mukden ended with moderate gains by the
Japanese over the Russians. The Russians withdrew to new defensive positions south of Tiehling. The battle
losses had been 150,000 killed and wounded.
May 27, Saturday, 1905: A Russian fleet sent from Europe to the Asian war zone was annihalated within a
few hours after being attacked by Japanese naval forces in the Tsushima Strait between Japan and Korea.
Russian commander Admiral Rozhdestvensky was captured. Through the night, as the surviving Russian
vessels attempted to make to make their way to Vladivostok, they were set upon by Japanese torpedo craft that
sank 4 more of them. This naval engagement would fundamentally alter the manner in which Euopeans and
Asians viewed one another.
May 28, Sunday, 1905: The Russian vessels that had survived the Battle of Tsushima, surrounded by superior
Japanese forces off Takeshima, were obliged to surrender. Only one managed to slip away, but as it made its
way back toward Vladivostok it ran aground in a fog near Vladimir Bay.
Ljubomir Stojanovic replaced Nikola Pasic as prime minister of Serbia.
June 8, Thursday, 1905: President Theodore Roosevelt offered to mediate an end to the Russo-Japanese War.
August 10, Thursday, 1905: A peace conference to negotiate an end to the Russo-Japanese War opened in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
September 5, Sunday, 1905: At 3:47PM a peace treaty between Russia and Japan, mediated by President
Theodore Roosevelt, was signed in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Japan gained the Russian lease of the
Liaotung Peninsula, the Russian railway from Port Arthur to Changchun, the northern Kurile Islands, half of
Sakhalin Island, and, indirectly, a sphere of influence over southern Manchuria. For his efforts President
Roosevelt would in 1906 receive the Nobel Peace Prize.
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November 18, Saturday, 1905: Japan established a protectorate over Korea.
Gilbert John Elliot-Murray-Kynynmound, Earl of Minto replaced George Nathaniel Curzon as Viceroy of
India.
Prince Karl of Denmark was elected King Haakon VII of Norway by the Parliament.
The Comic Opera opened in Berlin.
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1906
1906: Dr. David Fairchild, US Department of Agriculture official, imported 75 flowering cherry trees and 25
single-flowered weeping types from the Yokohama Nursery Company in Japan. As a test of their hardiness he
planted these on a hillside on his own land in Chevy Chase, Maryland.
The first county agent, W.C. Stallings, began work in Smith County in Texas. Employed to work with farmers
to combat the ravages of the boll weevil on the cotton crop, this model would quickly be adopted in other
Southern states. (By 1914 the Smith-Lever Act for cooperative extension had been passed.)

PLANTS

January 7, Sunday, 1906: Kimmochi Saionji replaced Taro Katsura as prime minister of Japan.
March 31, Saturday, 1906: The Railroad Nationalization Act was agreed to in Japan. It authorized the
government to buy all 17 of the nations railroads, which it would do by October 1st, 1907.
October 11, Thursday, 1906: Pursuant to California law, the Board of Education of the city of San Francisco
set up racially separate schools for children of Asian descent — Chinese, Japanese, and Korean students
mingled together. The board would be personally lobbied by President Theodore Roosevelt summoning them
to the White House in Washington DC, after which they would rescind this order in return for his pledge of
diminished Asian immigration.
Two songs by Jean Sibelius to words of Dehmel were performed for the initial time, in Helsinki: Aus banger
Brust op.50/4 and Die stille Stadt op.50/5.
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March 14, Thursday, 1907: President Theodore Roosevelt kept his promise to San Francisco’s School Board
— by executive order Japanese laborers were excluded from the United States of America.
July 19, Friday, 1907: Responding to a suggestion from Japan, the Emperor of Korea abdicated in favor of the
crown prince.
July 24, Wednesday, 1907: Korea agreed with another bright idea from Japan — from this point forward all
high officials in the Korean government would be Japanese appointed by the Japanese Resident General.
July 30, Tuesday, 1907: A treaty is signed between Russia and Japan. The present territorial boundaries were
maintained and spheres of influence in Manchuria defined. Russia was given power over Mongolia, while
Japan was given power in Korea. A Chinese sphere of influence was conspicuously absent.
Elections for the 1st legislative assembly took place in the Philippines.
October 1, Tuesday, 1907: A year to the day after it had been initiated, the Japanese government completed
nationalization of its railroads.
December 17, Tuesday, 1907: President Theodore Roosevelt dispatched Admiral Dewey and his Great White
Fleet on a global circumnavigation. Hey, world, take a gander at all these idle silent big warboats! Aren’t they
idle? Aren’t they silent? Aren’t they huge and ugly? Does this bring anything to mind? Would you like us to
breathe into your ear — again?
The Kingdom of Bhutan was created, connected to Tibet. Ugyen Wangchuk became king.
December 26, Thursday, 1907: Dr. David Fairchild of the US Department of Agriculture, pleased with the
success of Japanese flowering cherry trees he had planted, had begun to promote these as the ideal type to plant
along avenues in the Washington DC area. Friends of the Fairchilds had also became interested, and on this
day, arrangements were completed with the Chevy Chase Land Company to order 300 Oriental cherry trees
for the Chevy Chase area.
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1908
1908: Dr. David Fairchild of the US Department of Agriculture gave cherry saplings to boys from each
District of Columbia school to plant in their schoolyard for the observance of Arbor Day. In closing his Arbor
Day lecture, Dr. Fairchild for the first time expressed an appeal that the “Speedway” (the present day corridor
of Independence Avenue SW, in West Potomac Park) be transformed into a “Field of Cherries.” In attendance
was Eliza Scidmore, whom Dr. Fairchild characterized as a great authority on Japan.
The Swiss discovered that only 55% of their men without a regular exercise program were likely to come up
to military entrance standards. Japanese military doctors doing research on the island of Okinawa established
that the karate students there were physically more fit than Okinawans in general. Because of studies such as
these, various governments around the world would begin to sponsor physical training in public schools —
but Japan would not be in the forefront of this effort. Although in England the professional wrestler Sada Kazu
Uyenishi was teaching soldiers at Aldershot and Shorncliffe Camp, the Japanese officer caste was not
interested in encouraging their enlisted men to become experts at karate, possibly because when struck by an
officer (as frequently did happen), such soldiers might be tempted to strike back, and might get the upper hand.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt wrote that he regarded a war between the USA and Japan as an inevitability.
“We have the Philippines and they need the Philippines,” he reasoned plausibly.
Sooner or later, the Japanese will try to bolster up their power
by another war. Unfortunately for us, we have what they want
most, the Philippines.... When it comes, we will win over Japan,
but it will be one of the most disastrous conflicts the world
has ever seen.
(Hey, gentle reader, I got a question for ’ya. A guy who believes stuff like the above — exactly how hard
is he going to work to preserve the peace? Is struggling to preserve world peace going to be his locofocus?
–Or, instead, is said wiseass going to be carefully manipulating and fine-tuning and sharp-penciling the
conditions under which this inevitable foreseen war is to begin in order to reassure himself as to the conditions
under which said grand-powers world-historical struggle will come to its completion? In particular: is he likely
to be caught napping, after a number of decades of such grand scheming, by one or another “sneak attack”?
Seriously, now.)
WORLD WAR II

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
July 14, Tuesday, 1908: Prince Taro Katsura replaced Kimmochi Saionji as prime minister of Japan.
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October 28, Wednesday, 1908: An interview with Kaiser Wilhelm II was published in the Daily Telegraph of
London. The Kaiser did have the interview vetted with his Foreign Office, as require by law, but apparently
there was a wee bit of slippage. In the interview the Kaiser passed along the information that France and Russia
had attempted to persuade Germany to enter the Boer War in opposition to Britain. That provocation hadn’t
worked, but he opinioned that generally speaking, present company excepted, the Krauts didn’t much like
Brits: “You English are mad, mad, mad as March hares.” He attempted to reassure the Brits that the current
German naval buildup was aimed at Japan, rather than at Great Britain.
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1909
1909: Dr. Rintaro Mori, one of the most outstanding novelists of modern Japan, whose pen-name was Ogai
Mori, had suffered in his youth from pleurisy. He had studied in Germany from 1884 to 1888 under the
supervision of Dr. M. von Pettenkofer and Dr. Robert Koch (who had in 1882 discovered the tubercular
bacillis). He had played a key role, through his medical journal, in introducing to Japan the Tuberculin
invented by Dr. Koch in 1890 as a remedy (although eventually, this treatment would be proved to be worse
than useless). He would divorce his 1st wife when she became tubercular. He would need to conceal to the end
of his life the fact that he was himself a victim, since in those days once it came to be suspected that some
person was tuberculous, neither he nor any member of his extended family would be able to find any sort of
marital partner.
Some descriptions of tuberculars are found in his novels and dramas. In his drama KAMEN (THE MASK)
published in this year, Ogai, in the disguise of a practicing doctor, confessed how he concealed his own disease.
In his novel VITA SEXUALIS published in this year (although it had been heavily censored by the authorities),
he described how he had been able to get rid of importuning prostitutes in Munchen: all he had needed to do
was advise them that he was tubercular.
1909: In Montana, marriages between whites and persons of whole or part Negro blood or Chinese or
Japanese were declared to be null and void. In North Dakota, marriage of white state residents with persons of
1
/8th or more Negro blood were declared to be unlawful and void, punishable by imprisonment for up to 10
years and/or a fine of up to $2,000.
AMALGAMATION

1909: Japan began a 36-year occupation of Korea.
April 5, Monday, 1909: Eliza Scidmore decided to attempt to raise the money required to purchase Japanese
cherry trees and then donate the trees to Washington DC. As a matter of course she sent a note to the new First
Lady Helen Herron Taft outlining her new plan.

April 7, Wednesday, 1909: Erich Loeffler, 46-year-old cellist with the Boston Symphony and brother of
Charles Martin Loeffler, killed himself with gas in a West Springfield Street apartment in Boston.
First Lady Taft had once lived in Japan and was familiar with the beauty of its flowering cherry trees.
The First Lady responded to the note of two days earlier from Eliza Scidmore:
The White House, Washington.
April 7, 1909
Thank you very much for your suggestion about the cherry trees.
I have taken the matter up and am promised the trees, but I
thought perhaps it would be best to make an avenue of them,
extending down to the turn in the road, as the other part (beyond
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the railroad bridge) is still too rough to do any planting. Of
course, they could not reflect in the water, but the effect would
be very lovely of the long avenue. Let me know what you think
about this.
Sincerely yours,
Helen H. Taft

April 8, Thursday, 1909: The next day after First Lady Helen Herron Taft’s letter, Dr. Jokichi Takamine, a
Japanese chemist famous for the discovery of adrenaline and takadiastase, was in Washington DC with Mr.
Midzuno, the Japanese consul in New York, and when told that Japanese cherry trees were to be planted along
the Speedway, asked whether First Lady Taft would accept a donation of an additional 2,000 trees to fill out
the area. Mr. Midzuno considered this a fine idea and suggested that he give the trees in the name of the city
of Tokyo. When Dr. Takamine and Mr. Midzuno met with First Lady Taft, she accepted this kind offer from
the city of Tokyo.
April 13, Tuesday, 1909: A counter-revolution against the 9-month-old liberal constitution broke out among
army units in Constantinople. Troops surrounded Parliament, deposing Grand Vizier Hilmi Pasha.
The Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds for Washington DC initiated the purchase of 90
“Fugnezo” Japanese Cherry Trees from Hoopes Brothers and Thomas Co., West Chester, Pennsylvania. The
trees were planted along the Potomac River from the present site of the Lincoln Memorial south toward East
Potomac Park. After planting the trees were determined to be not Prunus serrulata “Fugenzo” but instead the
cultivar “Shirofugen” — these have since disappeared.
August 30, Monday, 1909: The Japanese Embassy informed the Department of State that the City of Tokyo
intended to donate 2,000 cherry trees to the United States to be planted along the Potomac River in Washington
DC.
October 26, Tuesday, 1909: Prince Ito Hirobumi, the Japanese resident-general in Korea, was gunned down
in Harbin by An Chung-gun, a member of an independence movement.
December 10, Friday, 1909: 2,000 Japanese cherry trees arrived in Seattle.
WASHINGTON DC
Lili Boulanger began serious study of music, by studying harmony with Georges Caussade.
Sidney, Baron Sonnino replaced Giovanni Giolitti as prime minister of Italy.
Le passeur d’eau for string sextet by Charles Martin Loeffler was performed for the initial time, in Fenway
Court, Boston.
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DECADE OF 1910S
1910
1910: The annexation of Korea by Japan ended the Choson dynasty.
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1910: Harry S Truman146 began courting Bess Wallace.
The poem “Locksley Hall” by ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON describes the frustrated yearnings of a young
man who has been denied a woman he desired. However, the poem contains a
phrase
there rain’d a ghastly dew
From the nations’ airy navies

ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON
The uneducated Truman would come to consider this frustration poem “Locksley Hall” to constitute
a legitimation for whatever viciousness he needed to perpetrate in life. A life agenda, for by this way
of consequential, important thinking any act would be legitimate if its result truly were an earth finally
at peace:
the war drum throbbed no longer, and the battle flags were furled
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.

This poem somehow constituted for the young man from Missouri a dip into the future far as human eye could
see, something he could hope for and fantasize about and scheme for, a vision of the world and all the wonder
that would be.147 A poet had told him that out of the greatest evil, a final good could come. President Truman
146. No period after the S because, like “Truman,” it doesn’t stand for anything. See pages 150-151 of Lifton and Mitchell’s
HIROSHIMA IN AMERICA: FIFTY YEARS OF DENIAL (NY: E.F.Dutton & Sons, 1995).
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would pull this creased slip of paper out of his billfold and show it to a reporter, at a signal moment in his life.
Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, the stories that are told about the American
decision to drop the atom bomb on Japan are incredible just-so stories. Taking this creased slip of paper into
consideration, there is only one explanation that is plausible.

Carolyn Eisenberg of Hofstra University, who has had occasion to make careful study of the primary
documents of the Truman presidency, including many transcripts of many White House meetings, comments
that we should be most careful in condemning this very limited man because “What’s very striking about
Truman is that very often he just doesn’t know what’s going on.... He just has no understanding of the policies
being made in his name.” Taking that into consideration, what we have to ask ourselves in considering his role
in the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki would be, was this one of the occasions on
which his staff pulled the wool over his eyes? Or, on the other hand, was this one of the occasions on which
he was fully alert, and fully briefed, and directed and led others into the way of wickedness? —I would say
that this creased slip of paper that he pulled out of his billfold to show to a reporter establishes, establishes
definitively, that there is no excuse to be made for this limited man in this particular regard. For this
viciousness he bears a full measure of responsibility.
Nagasaki was the center of Christianity in Japan. On the following screen, at the center left of the photograph,
is what we left standing of the Christian Cathedral in Nagasaki:

147. NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, 4th Edition, 1979; NY: W.W. Norton & Company, II:1117-23
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January 6, Thursday, 1910: The shipment of 2.000 cherry trees arrived in Washington DC from Japan.
The string quartet “Voces intimae” op.56 by Jean Sibelius was performed for the initial time, in Berlin.

January 8, Saturday, 1910: The Kingdom of Bhutan becomes a protectorate of Great Britain.
The Symphony in c# by Ernst Bloch was performed completely for the first time, in Geneva. It was very
successful.
January 28, Friday, 1910: President William Howard Taft authorized the incineration of the shipment of 2,000
infected trees that had been gifted to Washington DC. This diplomatic setback resulted in letters from the
Secretary of State and representations to the Japanese Ambassador expressing the deep regrets of all
concerned. Dr. Takamine and the Mayor of Tokyo, Yukio Ozaki, met the distressing news with determination
and good will. Dr. Takamine again funded the donation.
April 19, Tuesday, 1910: German bacteriologist Paul Ehrlich and his Japanese student Sahachiro Hata
informed the Congress for Internal Medicine at Wiesbaden of their discovery of arsphenamine, and their
clinical studies which indicated its effectiveness against syphilis.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
June 24, Friday, 1910: Japanese forces invaded Korea.
The United States Congress required that all American ships leaving American ports be equipped for radio
communications.
July 1, day, 1910: The Union of South Africa becomes a British dominion.
Anarchists initiate a massive protest in Paris against the execution of Jean-Jacques Liabeuf.
July 2, day, 1910: Anarchist Jean-Jacques Liabeuf was executed by guillotine, convicted of killing a
policeman. Many people, including Maurice Ravel, believe that Liabeuf was convicted only because he was
an anarchist.
July 3, day, 1910: Tsar Nikolai II abolishes self-government in Finland.

Our national birthday, Monday the 4th of July, 1910: A bronze statue of George Washington was unveiled at
Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
In St. Louis, Missouri and Albany, New York, an emphasis on “sane Fourth” celebrations resulted in no
injuries ascribable to fireworks or other explosives (in each case this was the first time there had not been such
injuries during such a celebration).
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

Russia and Japan reached further agreement over Manchuria and Korea (without anybody getting blown to
Kingdom Come).

July 5, day, 1910: Klaus Bernsten replaces Carl Theodor Zahle as prime minister of Denmark.
July 8, day, 1910: Edward Elgar, Hubert Parry, Charles Villiers Stanford, Edward German, and Alexander
Mackenzie all conduct their works at a concert to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the
Bournemouth Municipal Orchestra. Elgar and Stanford do not speak to each other.
July 22, day, 1910: France creates the military territory of Niger.
July 31, day, 1910: Dr. Hawley Harvey Crippen and his mistress Ethel Neave were arrested on board the SS
Montrose in the St. Lawrence River at Quebec. He was wanted in Britain for murdering his wife, deboning the
body, removing the head and limbs, and burying the remains under the basement of his house. It was the 1st
case of the use of wireless to apprehend a fugitive.
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August 22, Monday, 1910: By a treaty concluded on this day between Korea and Japan, the Resident-General,
a Japanese, became its Governor-General, which is to say, its ruler — effectively transforming this peninsula
into a mere continental province of the Japanese Islands.
August 29, Monday, 1910: The Japanese annexation of Korea was announced as Count Masatake Terauchi
became the initial governor.
November 8, Tuesday, 1910: Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who regarded war with Japan as inevitable,
was elected to the New York Senate.
The State of Washington granted its female citizens the franchise to vote.
November 14, Monday, 1910: Lt. Eugene Ely, USN became the initial person to fly an airplane off a ship —
the cruiser USS Birmingham in Hampton Roads, Virginia.
December 1910: Alfred Russel Wallace’s THE WORLD OF LIFE.
Scions for a new gift of 3,020 cherry trees to Washington DC were taken from the famous collection on the
bank of the Arakawa River in Adachi Ward, a suburb of Tokyo, and grafted on specially selected understock
produced in Itami City, Hyogo Prefecture.
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1911
1911: At about this point, on Okinawa, Yabiku Moden was organizing the Ryukyu Ancient Research
Association, the initial school to publicly teach Okinawan kobudo or ancient weapons arts. Yabiku’s student
Taira Shinken would be responsible for founding in 1940 in Tokyo the more famous Society for the Promotion
and Preservation of Ryukyu Martial Arts.
Due to large numbers of semi-trained performers entering the professional ranks of sumo, the rules were
modified to allow what you see now, pushing and shoving as well as grips on the belt.
The hand-cranked initial version of the Gatling machine gun was declared obsolete by the United States
military.
GATLING’S MACHINE GUN
Kudzu was brought to the US from Japan for soil improvement, erosion control, and livestock forage
(it seemed like a good idea at the time).

PLANTS

1911: To calm a rumor started in American newspapers by the German Kaiser, that Japan was going to invade
California through Mexico, President William Howard Taft needed to dispatch half the US Army to the
Mexican border for maneuvers.
The 1st movie about the Alamo, a silent one titled “The Immortal Alamo,” began a tradition of depicting the
Mexican enemy in a derogatory manner — in this version of the fight General Antonio López de Santa Anna
y Pérez de Lebrón was depicted as a druggie.
REMEMBERING THE ALAMO
January 18, Wednesday, 1911: 26 Japanese leftists and anarchists were convicted of plotting to kill the
Emperor Meiji. A couple of them were sentenced to prison terms and 24 would be executed.
In San Francisco Bay, Lt. Eugene Ely, USN, who had previously been the 1st pilot to take off an airplane from
a ship, made himself the 1st person to land an airplane on a ship — the cruiser USS Pennsylvania (there is a
whole lot more of this “1st” stuff to come: the 1st aerial bomb to sink a ship, etc.).
With expiration of the lease on the US naval base in Magdalena Bay, Mexico, the US Navy was obliged to
withdraw.
In Hamburg, Sonata for cello and piano op.116 by Max Reger was performed for the initial time.
January 24, Tuesday, 1911: Of the Japanese leftists and anarchists convicted on January 18th, 11 were
hanged. Another would hang on the following day. The sentences of the final 12 would be commuted to life
in prison.
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July 12, Wednesday, 1911: SHINRINSEIKATSU, by “Toroh,” an annotated but incomplete translation of
WALDEN, appeared in Japan.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
Beginning of August 1911: In Japan, a 2d printing of SHINRINSEIKATSU by “Toroh,” an annotated but
incomplete translation of WALDEN, became necessary.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
August 30, Wednesday, 1911: Kimmochi Saionji replaced Prince Taro Katsura as prime minister of Japan.
A 3d printing of SHINRINSEIKATSU by “Toroh,” an annotated but incomplete translation of WALDEN,
became necessary.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
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1912
1912: In Japan, the emperor Meiji died and the new emperor, Taisho, shifted more power to the Parliament.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1912-1926

Yoshihito

1926-1989

Hirohito

1989-20??

Akihito

Ballod calculated that a US standard of life would support 2,333,000,000 people on Earth, a German standard
would allow 5,600,000,000, and a Japanese standard could underwrite 22,400,000,000.
1912: The tuberculosis patient Ogai Mori translated Arthur Schnitzler’s 1894 novel DER STERBEN
(THE DEATH) into the Japanese language as MIREN, depicting the tragic dolce vita of a tubercular patient.
This novel would greatly influence Tatsuo Hori, a central figure of the so-called “sanatorium literature.”
Czech pathologist Anton Ghon’s DER PRIMÄRE LUNGENHERD BEI DER TUBERKULOSE DER KINDER.
Hans Meyer and Josef Mally described Isoniazid in “Über Hydrazinderivate der Pyridincarbonsäuren” in
Monatshefte Chemie verwandte Teile anderer Wissenschaften (33: 393-414), that was to become our first-line
medication in avoidance and treatment of tuberculosis.
February 14, Wednesday, 1912: Aboard the SS Awa Maru, 3,020 cherry trees of 12 varieties left Yokohama.
At Seattle they would be transferred to insulated freight cars for crosscountry travel to Washington DC.
The National Council of the Nanking government elected Yüan Shih-kai as president.
Piano Concerto no.1 by Alyeksandr Glazunov was performed for the initial time, in the Hall of the Nobility,
St. Petersburg.
Arizona became the 48th state of the United States.
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March 26, Tuesday, 1912: A total of 3,020 Japanese cherry trees arrived at Washington DC:
To be planted along the margins of the Washington Monument mall:
Prunus x yedoensis “Yoshino”.......... 1,800
Prunus serrulata “Ariake”.....................100
Fugenzo”...............................................120
Fukurokuju”............................................50
Gyoiko”...................................................20
To be planted on the grounds of the White House:
“Itchy”.................................................. 160
“Jonoi”................................................... 80
“Kwanzan”........................................... 350
“Mikurumagaeshi”................................. 20
“Shirayuki”........................................... 130
“Surugadainioi”.......................................50
“Takinioi”............................................. 140
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March 27, Wednesday, 1912: Festival Overture for orchestra by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial
time, in Queen’s Hall, London.
Before a small audience, First Lady Helen Taft and Viscountess Chinda, spouse of the Japanese Ambassador,
symbolically planted 2 Yoshino cherry trees on the northern bank of the Tidal Basin in Washington DC, about
125 feet south of what is now Independence Avenue SW. First Lady Taft then presented a bouquet of
“American Beauty” roses to Viscountess Chinda. These two original trees in this eternal-friendship gift from
Japan to the United States of America may be visited today, several hundred yards west of the John Paul Jones
statue at the south end of 17th Street. Beneath the trees is a bronze plaque in commemoration of the occasion.

June 20, Thursday, 1912: Japan and Russia joined an international group to grant loans to the new republican
government of China, in hopes of securing their claims in Manchuria.
July 29, Monday, 1912: Emperor Mutsuhito of Japan died after a reign of 45 years and was succeeded by his
son, Yoshihito.
Fighting began between Liberals and disaffected Conservatives on one side against the Conservative
government of Nicaraguan President Adolfo Díaz. The US Minister to the country, George Weitzel, personally
led a reorganization of the Managua police force to help meet the threat.
This was the final day of the First International Eugenics Congress, at the Hotel Cecil in London. The congress
had been organized by the British Eugenics Education Society and was dedicated to Francis Galton, the
eugenics fraud who had died during the previous year. Major Leonard Darwin, son of Charles Darwin and a
relative of Galton, had presided. The 5-day meeting had assembled about 400 dignitaries, such as Winston
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Churchill, First Lord of the British Admiralty, and Lord Alverstone, the Chief Justice, Lord Balfour, the
ambassadors of Norway, Greece, and France, etc. In his opening address Darwin had spoken bravely about the
fact that the introduction of principles of better breeding procedures for humans was going to require moral
courage. An exhibit sponsored by the American Breeders’ Association had demonstrated the incidence of
hereditary defects in human pedigrees. A report by Bleeker van Wagenen had brought the world up to date
about improvements in American sterilization laws. Mr. Van Wagenen had spoken bravely about the need for
sterilization to be compulsory –no matter how unpleasant a thought this was– in order to eliminate “defective
germ-plasm.” In his final address on this day, Major Darwin extolled eugenics as the practical application of
the principle of evolution. For the Second International Eugenics Congress, in 1921 in New York City, the
American eugenicist Alexander Graham Bell would be honorary president.
PROTO-NAZISM
From this year into 1941: The disorders which began with the Kuomintang rebellion of this year would be
persisting due to invasion of China by Japan, and eventually, in 1941, would be accompanied by general war
between the US and Japan. On the mainland, this would lead to repeated military demonstrations for the
protection of US interests in China, and episodic landing parties. The guard at Peking and along the route from
that capital to the sea would be maintained by the US until 1941. In 1927 the US would have 5,670 armed
Americans ashore and 44 warships in Chinese waters. In 1933 the US would have 3,027 armed Americans
ashore. All these actions were regarded at the time as protective and as fully legitimated by the spirit, if not
the verbissima letter, of treaties we had entered into in good faith with China between 1858 and 1901.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
September 28, Saturday, 1912: When the Kiche Maru went down in a storm off Japan, about 1,000 perished.
December 21, Saturday, 1912: Prince Taro Katsura replaced Kimmochi Saionji as prime minister of Japan.
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1913
1913: Ernest J. Harrison, the 3d European to earn shodan ranking in Kodokan judo, prepared THE FIGHTING
SPIRIT OF JAPAN, the initial book in the English language book to describe in detail judo and other of the
modern Japanese martial arts.
The planting of Japanese Yoshino trees around the Tidal Basin in Washington DC would continue from this
point until 1920. Cherry trees of the other 11 varieties, and the remaining Yoshino trees, would be planted in
East Potomac Park.

Suffragist Alice Paul organized 8,000 women for a parade through Washington DC. She became the leader of
the Congressional Union, a militant branch of the National American association.
Kate Gordon organized the Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference, and suffragists planned to lobby the
Southern state legislatures for laws so carefully worded that they would enfranchise white women without
enfranchising black women.
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Illinois granted women a new form of partial suffrage by allowing that they could vote, but only in presidential
elections.
President Woodrow Wilson appeared at the 1st ever presidential press conference at the Executive Offices of
the White House. All newsmen who covered the White House were invited and about 125 showed up for the
occasion (previous news briefings had been limited to selected or favored reporters).
First Lady Ellen Wilson replaced the White House’s colonial garden with a formal rose garden designed with
George Burnap, and Beatrix Farrand designed a new East Garden.
FEMINISM

February 20, Thursday, 1913: Count Gombei Yamamoto replaced Prince Taro Katsura as prime minister of
Japan.
May 19, Monday, 1913: Governor Hiram Johnson of California signed a Webb Alien Land-Holding Act that
would render Japanese immigrants ineligible to have title to any land in that state.
October 1913: At some point during the remainder of this year, Mary Fenollosa sent Ernest Fenollosa’s
manuscripts on Chinese poetry and Japanese Noh plays to Ezra Pound.
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1914
1914: World War I broke out in the Balkans, pitting Britain, France, Italy, Russia, Serbia, the USA, and Japan
against Austria, Germany, and Turkey, because Serbians had killed the heir to the Austrian throne in Bosnia.
Austria declared war on Serbia, joining the hostilities that had been going on in the Balkans for 2 years. Shortly
Bulgaria, Portugal, and Romania also joined the fray.
Mobilization of the militia of the Isle of Jersey, for home defense.
The defunct St. Helena Volunteer Corps was re-established, and the island’s flax industry flourished.
Dr. Arnold Chaplin self-published A ST. HELENA WHO’S WHO OR A DIRECTORY OF THE ISLAND DURING THE
CAPTIVITY OF NAPOLEON (London: 3 York Gate).

ST. HELENA WHO’S WHO
1914: Charles Doolittle Walcott identified fossil bacteria in Cryptozoon-like structures (stromatolites).
Peyrony discovered the remains of a Neanderthal baby in southwestern France. Because no one appreciated
that the bones were Neanderthal, they would not be examined closely and would later be believed lost (they
were to be rediscovered and described nearly 90 years later).
A note on the humble beginnings of modern aerial warfare: in this year Japanese aviators flying off the decks
of converted merchant ships fired their pistols at a lone German aviator circling above Tsingtao. (Practical
night-fighting dates to the installation of radar sets on twin-seat Beaufort fighters in 1940. Practical night
bombing dates to 1942, when the British started using radio signals to guide Lancasters and Stirlings to the
Ruhr. While bombing was certainly possible without such assistance, it was grossly inefficient. One 1946
study conducted by Group Captain F. C. Richardson discovered that just 5% of the bombs dropped by
unassisted night bombers were falling within five miles of their intended targets.)
During his internment in Budapest as a prisoner of war, Milutin Milanković was able through connections to
study undisturbed in the library of the Hungarian Academy of Science and the Central Meteorological
Institute. With ample free time and no distractions, he prepared a mathematical explanation of this planet’s
long-term climate cycles in terms of changes in the position of the Earth in comparison to the Sun, now known
as “Milankovitch cycles.” The Earth’s orbit about Sol is an ellipse rather than a circle, simply because it isn’t
the sole planet, or even a very significant one. The gravitational fields of monster planets such as Jupiter and
Saturn have a far greater influence, the net effect being that every 413,000 years we find ourselves farther from
Sol and receiving less warmth. This factoid provides our 1st real explanation for the “Ice Ages” that have
occurred in the geological past of this planet — and offers a forecast of climate changes that are to be
anticipated in the future.
OUR MOST RECENT GLACIATION
April 16, Thursday, 1914: Shigenobu Okuma replaced Count Gombei Yamamoto as prime minister of Japan.
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August 15, Saturday, 1914: Sospiri op.70 for strings, harps and organ by Edward Elgar was performed for the
1st time, in Queen’s Hall, London.
The Colony of Angola was created by Portugal.
Japan declared for the allies and demanded the handing over of the German base at Tsingtao.
Two more Liège forts fell to the Germans: Boncelles and Lantin.
German and native troops captured Taveta, British East Africa (Kenya).
Alvaro Obregón made a triumphal entry into Mexico City at the head of his troops, having defeated the federal
armies of Victoriano Huerta.
The US government banned loans from American firms to belligerent nations.
WORLD WAR I
The Panama Canal was formally opened to traffic.

AMANAPLANACANALPANAMA
The Davis Lock of the Soo opened.
Construction began on the Severn division of the Trent-Severn Waterway.
Macedon’s Erie Canal Lock #60 was abandoned to make way for the Barge Canal.
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September 2, Wednesday, 1914: Japanese troops landed on the Shantung Peninsula, northeast of Tsingtao.
Russian troops surrounded Lemberg and stopped the Austrians at Lublin.
On the 44th anniversary of the debacle at Sedan, the French government officially evacuated Paris and
relocated to Bordeaux.
WORLD WAR I
September 18, Friday, 1914: Japanese troops landed without opposition at Lao-shan Bay, east of Tsingtao.
An allied counterattack called the First Battle of the Aisne was halted at Soissons-Bailly.
WORLD WAR I
After 3 years in Europe, Amy Beach arrived in the harbor of New York from Liverpool aboard SS Cretic.
She had taken the last train out of Germany, offered by the government at their expense.
In New York City, when Mrs. Clara Thayer Perry and Miss Ida M. Thayer were struck by an automobile,
Clara was killed and Ida fatally injured.
September 23, Wednesday, 1914: 1,300 British troops landed at Lao-shan to support the Japanese.
The 1st elements of the Canadian Expeditionary Force sailed from Halifax.
Nadia and Lili Boulanger wrote to several prominent musicians asking them to become honorary committee
members of their Comité Franco-Américain du Conservatoire National de Musique et de Déclamation.
This was an organization funded by the American architect Whtiney Warren to give aid and support to French
soldiers. All of those contacted (including Gabriel Fauré and Gustave Charpentier), except Camille SaintSaëns, provided enthusiastic support.
October 1914: With Italy about to enter World War I, the Socialist Party opposed interventionism and some
revolutionary syndicalists broke away into a splinter group they called Fasci d'azione rivoluzionaria
internazionalista. Benito Mussolini joined the Milan fascio, plumping for Italy to abandon the Triple Alliance,
and its relations with Imperial Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, in order to enter the world war on
the side of Britain and France (this is what, in the following year, would indeed happen).
Ezra Pound sent T.S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” to Poetry (this would appear in the issue
for June 1915). He began to incorporate Ernest Fenollosa’s translations of Chinese poetry and Japanese Noh
plays into poems of his own (such as “The River Merchant’s Wife”).
A refortified St. Helena was reinforced with 87 further British soldiers and Governor Major Sir Harry Edward
Spiller Cordeaux imposed martial law (which would be continuous, in this “outpost of empire,” until 1918).
October 3, Saturday, 1914: Japan took Jaluit Atoll in the Marshall Islands from Germany.
WORLD WAR I
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October 7, Wednesday, 1914: Japan took the Micronesian islands of Yap and Ponape from Germany.
News reached Constantinople of looting under the guise of war contributions in Shabin-Karahisar, Armenia.
German artillery began to shell Antwerp.
WORLD WAR I
October 8, Thursday, 1914: Japanese troops occupied the German island of Koror in Palau.
WORLD WAR I
October 12, Monday, 1914: Japan took the Micronesian island of Truk (Chuuk) from Germany.
The trial of Gavrilo Princip and his fellow conspirators began in Sarajevo.
Allied troops evacuated Ostend and Zeebrugge.
WORLD WAR I
October 14, Wednesday, 1914: Japanese troops occupied the German island of Saipan in the Northern
Marianas.
German forces captured Bruges.
British troops occupied Yabassi on the Nsake River, Kamerun.
A Canadian Expeditionary Force of 32,000 men landed at Plymouth.
WORLD WAR I
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1915
1915: Osamu Ishihara, a forerunner of public health, wrote an epoch-making book on workers entitled JOKO
TO KEKKAKU (FEMALE MILL HANDS AND TUBERCULOSIS). The 1st municipal dispensary reserved exclusively

for tuberculars, Toneyama Dispensary, was opened in Osaka in accordance with the promulgation of the
“Regulation Concerning the Foundation of Tubercular Dispensary and State Subsidy.” This would be followed
by the Tokyo Dispensary, and by similar dispensaries in Kyoto, Kobe, Yokohama, and Nagoya.
January 18, Monday, 1915: The Japanese minister in Peking handed to the President of China an ultimatum
list of 21 demands for political and economic concessions.
Indian defenders at Jassin, German East Africa once again repel a German assault.
In a night raid, two German Zeppelins bombed England. Zeppelin L-3 dropped bombs on Yarmouth killing
2 and injuring 13 while Zeppelin L-4 bombed King’s Lynn killing 2.
WORLD WAR I
May 25, Tuesday, 1915: China acceded to 16 of the 21 Japanese demands for economic concessions.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi created his ashram at Sabarmati near Ahmedabad.
Armenian parliamentary deputies Zohrab and Vartkes were arrested in Constantinople (they would be
murdered while in custody in Kara-Kopru).
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1916
October 9, Monday, 1916: Count Mutsatake Terauchi replaced Marquis Shigenobu Okuma as prime minister
of Japan.
Eleutherios Venizelos arrived in Thessaloniki to establish a pro-Allies provisional government and raise an
army.
The International Mercantile Marine Company alerted all its ships flying the British flag to leave American
ports.
WORLD WAR I
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1917
February 16, Friday, 1917: Japan and Great Britain agreed that Japan should receive all German concessions
in China and German Pacific islands north of the equator. Britain would receive German Pacific islands south
of the equator.
WORLD WAR I
February 20, Tuesday, 1917: Japan and Russia agreed that Japan should receive all German concessions in
China.
WORLD WAR I
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1918
1918: The Japanese ambassador to the US, Viscount Kikujiro Ishii, accompanied by a son of Nakahama
Manjiro (John Manjiro), presented a Samurai sword and a presentation-bound record of the extended 18511852 interrogation of his father by the Shogunate, in 4 volumes, entitled RECORDS OF THE DRIFTERS, to the
people of Fairhaven. The book included a number of illustrations, some evidently by Manjiro himself.

September 29, Sunday, 1918: Takashi Hara replaced Count Musatake Terauchi as Prime Minister of Japan.
He would be the 1st commoner to serve in such a capacity.
The British began an offensive in Palestine. British troops reached Strumica, north of Thessaloniki, while the
French captured Uskub (Skopje).
British forces crossed the Hindenburg Line at the Bellenglise Salient.
WORLD WAR I
Gustav Holst’s suite The Planets, for female chorus and orchestra, was performed for the initial time, privately,
in Queen’s Hall, London.
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1919
April 30, Wednesday, 1919: French troops and the Crimean government evacuated Sevastopol.
Officials of the Republic of Councils (communist) in München began to execute royalist and conservative
prisoners they had been holding in the Luitpold Gymnasium. 20 of them were killed before higher officials put
a stop to this.
President Woodrow Wilson acceded to the European view that Germany’s concessions in Shantung province
should henceforward pertain to Japan. The Versailles Conference formally accepted this (although the Chinese
delegation walked out in protest).
WORLD WAR I
May 4, Sunday, 1919: Demonstrations were held in Peking and throughout China to protest the transfer of
Germany’s rights in Shantung province to Japan. The events of this day spawn a new movement among
intellectuals to reform the nation and awaken the masses.
WORLD WAR I
It was revealed during the 2d session of the tribunal investigating the Ittihad Party that Ittihad cabinet ministers
had been simultaneously serving as executive members of that party.
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
June 28, Saturday, 1919: Harry S Truman got married with Elizabeth Virginia Wallace at her Trinity
Episcopal Church in Independence, Missouri. The newlyweds would move in with Bess’s mother,
Madge Gates Wallace, in her home at 219 N. Delaware Street.
The Versailles Treaty was signed in the Hall of Mirrors. As part of this the League of Nations came into
existence.

READ THE FULL TEXT
It may not “be over ’till it’s over,” but –signed, sealed, and delivered– it’s officially over over over:
Over there,
Over there,
It’s so over,
It’s so over,
Over there...
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It was horrible, but thank God — it’s over. It’s officially over. The world is at peace:

The treaty handed to our ally, Japan, the mandate for all the formerly enemy German island possessions in the
Central Pacific. That’ll teach not to be an aggressor nation!
WORLD WAR I
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DECADE OF 1920S
1920
January 10, Saturday, 1920: The new League of Nations held its initial meeting in London. Its 1st official act
was ratification of the Treaty of Versailles thus officially bringing World War I to a close. On November 1,
1920 the headquarters of the League would be moved to Geneva, Switzerland, where on November 15, 1920
the initial general assembly of 41 nations of the League would take place.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Sir James Eric Drummond of Great Britain would be the 1st Secretary-General. Founding members were
Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, El Salvador,
France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Italy, Japan, Liberia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Persia, Poland, Portugal, the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, Siam, Spain,
Sweden, the Union of South Africa, the United Kingdom, Uruguay and Venezuela (the list does not incluce
the United States of America due to the determined opposition of Republican Senators Henry Cabot Lodge of
Massachusetts and William E. Borah of Idaho).
WORLD WAR I
Eupen and Melmédy were united with Belgium.
Poèmes juifs op.34, a cycle for voice and piano by Darius Milhaud, was performed for the initial time, in Paris,
the composer at the keyboard.
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December 17, Friday, 1920: Albania was admitted to the League of Nations.
The Council of the League of Nations granted South West Africa to the Union of South Africa, the German
Samoan Islands to New Zealand, Nauru to the United Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand, and all other
former German Pacific colonies south of the equator to Australia, while granting those north of the equator to
Japan.
In Germany, the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (National Socialist German Workers’ Party,
or NSDAP) purchased its first propaganda outlet, the Voelkischer Beobachter.
PROTO-NAZISM
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1921
1921: Professor Bliss Perry’s THE AMERICAN SPIRIT IN LITERATURE, A CHRONICLE OF GREAT
INTERPRETERS.

(NOT WORTH YOUR WHILE)
By this year Houghton Mifflin Company had become the 4th-largest educational publisher in the
United States. It still owned copyright to the literary productions of Henry David Thoreau (many things do
change about the United States of America — but not property rights) and was continuing to flog this cash cow
for all it was worth.
Meanwhile, in Tokyo, another translation of WALDEN into the Japanese language, by Kazuo Iwai, was
published by Shincho-sha, and was being widely publicized. The book was to become a favorite in the
camping movement (which makes one rather dubious of the sophistication of this translation) and there would
be a number of reprintings.
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
January 26, Wednesday, 1921: Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan recognized the independence of Latvia.
November 4, Friday, 1921: Japanese Prime Minister Hara Takashi was stabbed to death by Nakaoka
Kon’ichi, a railroad switchman at the Tokyo Main Railway Station who was a conservative extremist. Count
Yasuya Uchida would become prime minister. (Nakaoka Kon’ichi would be held for 13 years in prison and
released.)
Carlos Henrique de Silva Maia Pinto replaced Manuel Maria Coelho as Prime Minister of Portugal.
Charles Koechlin visited Francis Poulenc in the Rue de Monceau. They agreed that Poulenc would receive
lessons twice a week. Over the following 9 months, Koechlin would give Poulenc 38 lessons.
Three Hymns op.71 by Richard Strauss to words of Hölderlin were performed for the initial time, in Berlin.
November 13, Sunday, 1921: Count Korekiyo Takahashi replaced Count Yasuya Uchida as prime minister of
Japan.
November 25, Friday, 1921: Hirohito became regent for his deranged father, Japanese Emperor Yatsuhito.
James P. Johnson was performing at the Convention Center in Washington DC. He persuaded Duke Ellington,
a young man, to come on stage and play, and Ellington chose “Carolina Shout.” The two then spent the night
talking, well into the following morning. Ellington would remark “What I absorbed on that occasion might,
I think, have constituted a whole semester in a conservatory.”

HDT

NIPON

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

1922
1922: Hiroo Onoda was born in Kainan, Japan.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
1922: In the Durham, North Carolina city directory for this year, Hugo Leander Blomquist was listed as “tchr
Trinity College h Trinity Campus.”
The Trinity Park School associated with Trinity College, that had been preparing young white scholars for the
rigors of college, in this year closed its doors, because due to more robust local whites-only public schools,
there were fewer and fewer local white children in need of such an institution — and in consequence there had
been a decline in enrollment.
Margaret Sanger had little but contempt for the “Asiatic races,” as she and her eugenicist friends called them,
and proposed that in some way their numbers be drastically reduced. If white civilization was to fulfill its
promise of “more without end,” it would also need to involve a “war without end” upon the weak and unworthy
among us. In this year Sanger visited Japan, and that didn’t help even one little bit, except that in her
autobiography she would single out the Chinese in particular among the people of Asia, as a phenomenon
resembling plague, writing that “the incessant fertility of [the Chinese] millions spread like a plague.”

Well Adjusted White Woman, the Hope of Our Future
However, in this year this white-lady-with-attitude’s preoccupation went beyond racial inferiority to include
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individual inferiority as well. In her PIVOT OF CIVILIZATION she asked not only that the “genetically inferior
races” be sterilized, but also, so that the “weeds ... overrunning the human garden” would be extirpated, that
all “morons, misfits, and the maladjusted” be segregated out of the general human population, which is to say,
institutionalized.
RACISM

(And after all, wasn’t this lady right about the Chinese people? –For instance, between April 1922 and
November 1923 our marines would be forced to venture onto China’s soil fully five times in order to
adequately protect USers and their interests during various periods of native restlessness! ;-)
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
For the following three decades the sickle cell trait would be being viewed as a “latent” disease. Some US
physicians would promote the idea that sickle cell disease could be spread into the general populace by
“disordered Negro blood.”

MALARIA

(The physicians who would be promoting this theory would be, by some odd coincidence, white men.
But now you look here — this has nothing to do with that.)
In this year Margaret Sanger got married with oil magnate James Noah H. Slee, presumably just as racist as
she, but did so on her own terms, insuring her financial and sexual independence. (Slee, who would die in
1943, would make himself the main funder of the birth control movement.)
FEMINISM

June 12, Monday, 1922: Baron Tamosaburo Kato replaced Count Korekiyo Takahashi as prime minister of
Japan.
October 25, Wednesday, 1922: Japan evacuated Vladivostok. The city and Pacific coastal region were
annexed to the Far Eastern Republic.
The Dáil Éireann adopted a constitution for the Irish Free State.
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November 13, Monday, 1922: In Ozawa v. United States the Supreme Court ruled that an immigrant from
Japan, since he was not white, could not become a naturalized citizen.
Two works by Arnold Bax were performed for the initial time, in Queen’s Hall, London: “Mediterranean for
orchestra” and “Mater Ora Filium for double choir.”
December 10, Sunday, 1922: Japan delivered Tsingtao to China (they had seized it from Germany during
WWI).
Niels Bohr was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for using quantum physics to explain the structure of the
atom.
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1923
July 24, Tuesday, 1923: The Treaty of Lausanne was signed by the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Japan,
Greece, Romania, the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, and Turkey, excluding any mention of
Armenia or the Armenians. The new Turkish Nationalist state under Mustafa Kemal was extended
international recognition. The Ottoman Empire went out of existence.

September 1, Saturday, 1923: An earthquake in Japan killed an estimated 200,000, flattening Yokohama and
half of Tokyo.
In Germany, the value of the Reichsmark had fallen to the point that 10,000,000 Reichsmarks = $1US.
NAZISM
September 2, Sunday, 1923: Count Gombei Yamamoto replaced Baron Tamosaburo Kato as prime minister
of Japan.
December 27, Thursday, 1923: During a government crackdown on Communists, Daisuke Nanba, a Japanese
Communist, fired at a limousine carrying Prince-regent Hirohito but missed.
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1924
1924: The US Congress approved the Exclusion Act, that prohibited any further immigration from Japan.
When the army of warlord Feng Yu-hsiang surrounded the Forbidden City, Henry Pu-yi needed to secretly flee
to a life inside the Japanese concession at Tientsin, China.
A Western game apparatus called “Corinthian Bagatelle,” produced in Chicago, was imported into Japan as
“Korinto Gemu.” It would become popular in candy stores among children, and after being turned vertical to
save space, would come to be referred to as “Pachinko,” an imitation of the sound made by the balls.
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

January 7, Monday, 1924: Baron Keigo Kiyoura replaced Count Gombei Yamamoto as prime minister of
Japan.
Trois histoires pour enfants for voice and orchestra by Igor Stravinsky to anonymous words, was performed
for the initial time, in Amsterdam.
May 26, Monday, 1924: A new Comprehensive Immigration Act was signed into law by US President Calvin
Coolidge. It favored immigration from northern Europe but set severe quotas on immigration from southern
Europe, Mexico, and Asia. A quota for each nation was set at 2% of that nation’s population in the US in 1890
(Japan would declare May 26th a national day of humiliation).
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June 11, Wednesday, 1924: Prince Takaaki Kato replaced Baron Keigo Kiyoura as prime minister of Japan.
Nathan Freudenthal Leopold, Jr. and Richard A. Loeb were arraigned in a Chicago courtroom for the murder
of Bobby Franks. They pleaded not guilty.
Drei Bruchstücke aus Wozzeck for soprano and orchestra by Alban Berg were performed for the initial time,
in Frankfurt-am-Main.
Dos Preludios for chamber orchestra by Manuel de Falla was performed for the initial time, in Teatro Llorens,
Seville.
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1925
1925: Japan introduced universal (male) suffrage.
1925: Great Britain, the USA, and Germany, among other nations, agreed in principle to a proposed Geneva
Protocol renouncing 1st use of biological weapons. Isn’t that nice?
WORLD WAR II
Although this Protocol prohibited the use of chemical and biological agents, it omitted to mention any halt to
research and development of these agents.
Despite this, for some reason Japan was unwilling to be a party to this treaty. Were they up to something?
Also, although the United States became a signatory, a full half century would elapse before our Senate would
be willing to ratify the signature of our diplomat. Were we up to something?

GERM WARFARE

Oh, gosh, Mr. Pogo, you don’t suppose we have met the enemy and they are us?
In this year the German Jewish couple who would become the parents of Anne Frank, Otto Frank and Edith
Holländer, got married and settled in Frankfurt am Main, Germany.
ANTISEMITISM

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1925: A DRAFT OF XVI CANTOS was published by Three Mountains Press in Paris, where Ezra Pound
had employment as an editor.

Hector Charles Bywater’s THE GREAT PACIFIC WAR: A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN-JAPANESE CAMPAIGN OF
1931-33 described the possibility of a Japanese military conquest of the Pacific Ocean region. This book was
reviewed in the New York Times and an attaché with the Japanese embassy in Washington DC at the time,
Isoroku Yamamoto, would have a great deal to do with the staging of the conflict. The embassy was aware of
this, for it registered an official protest characterizing it as “provocative.” There are any number of similarities
between the course of the war projected in this book by the imagination of the author, and the actual
development of WWII in the Pacific Theater as planned by Admiral Yamamoto, despite the fact that the initial
sneak attack imagined by Bywater hit the US Navy in Philippine waters rather than at its Pearl Harbor base.
In addition, the monograph may very well have been accessed during British planning for a naval air attack on
the Italian naval base at Taranto during November 1940.
WORLD WAR II
January 20, Tuesday, 1925: Japan and the USSR recognized each other and, granted oil concessions, Japan
returned northern Sakhalin Island to the USSR.
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March 22, Sunday, 1925: JOAK, the 1st radio station in Japan, began broadcasting from Shibaura, Tokyo.
March 29, Sunday, 1925: The Japanese Diet granted universal male suffrage.
April 4, Saturday, 1925: Japan left northern Sakhalin Island, turning it over to the USSR.
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1926
1926: A Western game apparatus called “Corinthian Bagatelle,” produced in Chicago, had in 1924 been
imported into Japan as “Korinto Gemu” and had become popular in candy stores among children. At this point
it was turned vertical to save space. This apparatus would come to be referred to as “Pachinko” in imitation of
the sound made by the balls.
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

January 29, Friday, 1926: Baron Reijiro Wakatsuki replaced Prince Takaaki Kato as prime minister of Japan.
December 24, Friday, 1926: Emperor Yoshihito of Japan had been under the regency of his son Hirohito since
November 25, 1921 due to mental instability. On this day he died and Hirohito became the emperor.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1912-1926

Yoshihito

1926-1989

Hirohito

1989-20??

Akihito
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1927
April 16, Saturday,1927: The original planting of the Japanese cherry trees of Washington DC was
commemorated with a re-enactment of the event by schoolchildren.

April 20, Wednesday, 1927: Baron Gi-ichi Tanaka replaced Baron Reijiro Wakatsuki as prime minister of
Japan.
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June 16, Thursday,1927: The USS Constitution was docked for complete reconstruction in the same dock it
had been the 1st to enter on June 24, 1833. During the extensive 1927-1930 restoration Captain John Able Lord
would replace all of the framing from the third futtocks and upwards, and some of the 1st and 2d futtocks.
After 1930, laminated white oak would be being used to replace the original live-oak timbering.

When Japanese forces occupied Tsinan, China responded with a boycott of Japanese trade.
L’évemtail de Jeanne, a ballet with scenario by Franck and Bourgat, and music by Albert Roussel, Florent
Schmitt, Maurice Ravel, Jacques Ibert, Roland-Manuel, Darius Milhaud, Delannoy, Francis Poulenc, Georges
Auric, and Pierre-Octave Ferroud, was performed for the initial time, at the home of Jeanne Dubost in Paris.
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1928
1928: Japan’s population was 65,000,000.
March 20, Tuesday, 1928: Japanese troops were reintroduced into the Shantung Peninsula of China at Tsinan.
April 30, Monday, 1928: Kuomintang troops occupied Tsinan, where 500 Japanese troops were protecting
their nationals in the city.
May 3, Thursday, 1928: Kuomintang and Japanese troops began to struggle against one another in Tsinan.
George Gershwin and Alban Berg met for the first time, in Vienna.
Maurice Martenot demonstrated his new instrument, the Ondes musicales, at the Paris Opéra.
May 11, Friday, 1928: After a ferocious 8-day battle during which unspeakable atrocities were committed by
both sides, reinforced Japanese troops drove the Kuomintang out of Tsinan.
Radio station WGY in Schenectady, New York began the 1st regular schedule of television broadcasts —
3 times per week.
June 2, Saturday, 1928: The warlord controlling Peking, Chang Tso-lin, left Peking under Japanese
protection, retreating into Manchuria.
June 4, Monday, 1928: When Japanese officers assassinated Zhang Zuolin, the President of the Republic of
China, or Chang Tso-lin, the Chinese warlord (it depends on how one desires to identify him), blowing up his
train, they instantly transformed this planet into a better place or worse place.
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1929
July 3, Wednesday, 1929: Osachi Hamaguchi replaced Baron Gi-ichi Tanaka as prime minister of Japan.
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DECADE OF 1930S
1930
January 21, Tuesday, 1930: Domingos Augusto Alves da Costa e Oliveira replaced Arturo Ivens Ferraz as
prime minister of Portugal.
The Second London Naval Conference opened attended by Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan, and the United
States.
Symphony no.3 “First of May” for chorus and orchestra by Dmitri Shostakovich to words of Kirsanov, was
performed for the initial time, in the Moscow-Narva House of Culture, Leningrad.
Aubade, a “choreographic concerto” for piano and 18 instruments was staged for the initial time, in the Théâtre
des Champs-Elysées, Paris, with its composer Francis Poulenc at the piano.
April 22, Tuesday, 1930: The Second London Naval Conference concluded with an agreement between Great
Britain, the United States, and Japan to accept a fixed ratio of naval power. Although France and Italy did not
join in this agreement, they all accepted a 5-year moratorium on construction of capital ships. Isn’t arms
control wonderful? Arms control brings peace!
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1931
1931: The Japanese army invaded Manchuria, and set up a new country they called Manchukuo. They would
make their ward Henry Pu-yi, formerly the child emperor of China, its Chief Executive.148
There was financial crisis in Europe.

148. If one were to consider World War II to have begun at this point (as, realistically, it did), rather than at the point at which the
United States of America came to become involved in this world warfare belatedly, after Pearl Harbor, then one would have to say
that WWII actually lasted longer than either the US’s subsequent war in Vietnam, or its subsequent war upon Iraq!
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1931: Anne Morrow Lindbergh was issued a private pilot’s license. She and Charles Lindbergh begin to plan
a journey in the Lockheed “Sirius” to chart air routes via Canada and Alaska to China and Japan. She would
later document their adventure in her 1st book, NORTH TO THE ORIENT.

April 14, Tuesday, 1931: Baron Reijiro Wakatsuki replaced Osachi Hamaguchi as prime minister of Japan.
The municipal councils of Barcelona, Oviedo, Seville, Valencia, and other cities proclaimed the Spanish
Republic. Niceto Alcalá Zamora y Tores became President of Spain. He named himself to replace Juan
Bautista Aznar-Cabañas as Prime Minister. King Alfonso XIII left Madrid for Cartagena, heading toward
Marseilles.
In Windsor Forest, a cantata for chorus and orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words of Shakespeare,
was performed for the initial time, in Queen’s Hall, London.
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August 17, Monday, 1931: The Japanese government announced that that during the month of June Chinese
authorities had killed a group of innocent travelers through China, Captain Nakamura and 3 other Japanese,
and had cremated their bodies. The Chinese responded that these had been Japanese spies. This sparked an
anti-Chinese fever in Japan.
September 18, Friday, 1931: Adolf Hitler was in Nürnberg campaigning for president when at his München
apartment a 23-year-old niece, Angela Maria “Geli” Rabaul, daughter of his half-sister Angela Hitler, found a
letter to him from Eva Braun and proceded to shoot herself through the heart.
Japanese army officers caused explosions on a railroad near Mukden to prevent the arrival forthcoming orders
from Tokyo, orders that they restrain themselves in Manchuria. Then when skirmishes broke out they attacked
the Chinese — and were on their way to creating a puppet state, Manchukuo.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Wednesday, 1931: When thousands of Londoners rioted near the Battersea Town Hall in
protest against unemployment, the police charged on horseback and many were trampled.
The League of Nations called on Japan to withdraw from Manchuria.
WORLD WAR II
October 5, Monday, 1931: Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon Jr. landed in Wenatchee, Washington after the
initial non-stop crossing of the Pacific Ocean. The pair had flown from Sabishiro Beach, Japan, a distance of
7,173 kilometers, in 41 hours and 34 minutes.
December 11, Friday, 1931: Japan abandoned the gold standard.
The Statute of Westminster was given Royal Assent, to take effect December 31st. It granted sovereignty and
equality to the British dominions and created the British Commonwealth of Nations. Original members were
Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, Newfoundland, South Africa, and the United Kingdom.
December 14, Monday, 1931: Ki Inukai replaced Baron Reijiro Wakatsuki as prime minister of Japan.
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1932
1932: The Japanese prime minister Inukai was assassinated by military officers.
1932: As Japanese Army troops poured into Manchuria, Dr. Shiro Ishii, an officer intrigued by the vast
potential of germ warfare, began developing biological weapons at a plant near Harbin. The extensive human
experimentation involved would go entirely unpunished, following World War II, in a secret deal that would
allow the Allies full access to the Japanese findings.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

1932: During the battle of Shanghai the Japanese army instituted its first “comfort houses.”149
January 3, Sunday, 1932: Japanese forces occupied Chuchow, virtually completing their takeover of the
Chinese province of Manchuria.
Final op.77 for cello and orchestra by Florent Schmitt is performed for the 1st time, in Paris.
The orchestration of the Sonatine française op.60/1-2 by Charles Koechlin was performed for the 1st time, in
Paris, conducted by the composer.
January 18, Monday, 1932: Five Japanese nationals were assaulted by Chinese in Shanghai (Japan would use
this as a pretext to put troops ashore near the city).

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

149. When you crack open your Chinese fortune ginger cookie (which is actually a Japanese shrine ginger cookie), you are supposed
to add “... between the sheets” and grin, for you are in the know. For instance, you might complete the fortune “You’ve been
Shanghai’d” as “You’ve been Shanghai’d — between the sheets.” (While a joke here would seem to be in questionable taste, bear
in mind that the Japanese government is still as of 2015 attempting to deny that during World War II their military systematically
kidnapped and raped, instead averring “as a matter of fact they wanted it.” –Questionable joke in eye of beholder.)
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January 28, Thursday, 1932: The Shanghai City Council ordered a state of emergency and called out troops
to protect foreigners from anti-foreign citizens. Japanese troops skirmished with the Chinese army in the
Chapei district.
January 29, Friday, 1932: The Japanese bombed Chapei, a residential district of Shanghai. A tenacious battle
would continue until a cease-fire in May.
The Polish Ministry of Education decided to close the Higher School of Music and return to the single
conservatory.
Sonata op.61 for guitar by Joaquín Turina was performed for the initial time, in Academia Santa Cecilia in
Rome.
The Second Rhapsody for piano and orchestra was performed for the initial time (this had been commissioned
for the 50th anniversary of the Boston Symphony Orchestra), in Symphony Hall, Boston, with the composer
George Gershwin himself at the keyboard. The press was positive, the public ecstatic.
February 18, Thursday, 1932: Manchuria was renamed Manchukuo by its Japanese conquerors, and declared
“independent.”
The symphonic poem Helvetia by Ernest Bloch was performed for the initial time, in Chicago, but critics were
not impressed.
May 5, Thursday, 1932: Japan and China signed a cease-fire at Shanghai.
May 15, Sunday, 1932: Nine Japanese navy and army officers killed Prime Minister Tsuyoshi Inukai in his
offical residence in Tokyo. The assassins had been angered by the prime minister’s opposition to military
adventures, especially in Shanghai. They departed by taxi to attempt an insurrection, but would not have
success.
May 16, Monday, 1932: Count Korekiyo Takahashi replaced Tsuyoshi Inukai as Prime Minister of Japan.
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May 26, Thursday, 1932: Robinson Jeffers’s prose “Firstbook” was published as part of THE COLOPHON:
PART X, 1933. S.S. Alberts’s A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORKS OF ROBINSON JEFFERS was put out for Random
House by Cultural History Research of Rye NY.
Count Makato Saito replaced Count Korekiyo Takahashi as prime minister of Japan.
Alexandros Panagiotou Papanastasiou replaced Eleftherios Kiriakou Venizelos as prime minister of Greece.
Drainage of the Zuider Zee by the Netherlands was completed.
Gustav Holst departed Boston by boat for New York.
Melo, a film with music by Bohuslav Martinu, was shown for the initial time, in Paris.
Fanfare for a Cheerful Occasion for brass and percussion by Arnold Bax was performed publicly for the iinitial
time, in Royal Albert Hall, London.
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1933
1933: As the year began Gerardo Machado y Morales was deeply entrenched in power in Cuba, using official
brutality to intercept any and all opposition.
The Japanese army invaded the Hebei province of Manchuria.
Following the condemnation of this occupation, Japan left the League of Nations.
The US in this year would have 3,027 armed Americans on the mainland of China. This sort of troop
disposition was regarded at the time as protective and as fully legitimated by the spirit, if not the verbissima
letter, of treaties we had entered into in good faith with China between 1858 and 1901 — at least, it was
regarded in such a manner by us, and the issue, whether it was so regarded by them, apparently is a topic that
seldom came up. What are friends for?
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
During a revolution against Cuban President Gerardo Machada, US naval forces demonstrated their force and
presence but no landing took place.
The following is an excerpt from a speech by Major General Smedley Butler, USMC, twice awarded the Medal
of Honor (1914, 1917):
War is just a racket. A racket is best described, I believe, as
something that is not what it seems to the majority of people.
Only a small inside group knows what it is about. It is conducted
for the benefit of the very few at the expense of the masses.
I believe in adequate defense at the coastline and nothing else.
If a nation comes over here to fight, then we’ll fight. The
trouble with America is that when the dollar only earns 6 percent
over here, then it gets restless and goes overseas to get 100
percent. Then the flag follows the dollar and the soldiers
follow the flag.
I wouldn’t go to war again as I have done to protect some lousy
investment of the bankers. There are only two things we should
fight for. One is the defense of our homes and the other is the
Bill of Rights. War for any other reason is simply a racket.
There isn’t a trick in the racketeering bag that the military
gang is blind to. It has its ‘finger men’ to point out enemies,
its ‘muscle men’ to destroy enemies, its ‘brain men’ to plan war
preparations and a ‘Big Boss’ Super-Nationalistic-Capitalism.
It may seem odd for me, a military man to adopt such a
comparison. Truthfulness compels me to. I spent thirty-three
years and four months in active military service as a member of
this country’s most agile military force, the Marine Corps. I
served in all commissioned ranks from Second Lieutenant to Major
General. And during that period, I spent most of my time being
a high class muscle-man for Big Business, for Wall Street and
for the Bankers. In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
capitalism.
I suspected I was just part of a racket at the time. Now I am
sure of it. Like all members of the military profession, I never
had a thought of my own until I left the service. My mental
faculties remained in suspended animation while I obeyed the
orders of higher-ups. This is typical with everyone in the
military service.
I helped make Mexico, especially Tampico, safe for American oil
interests in 1914. I helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place
for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues in. I helped
in the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the
benefits of Wall Street. The record of racketeering is long. I
helped purify Nicaragua for the international banking house of
Brown Brothers in 1909-1912 (where have I heard that name
before?). I brought light to the Dominican Republic for American
sugar interests in 1916. In China I helped to see to it that
Standard Oil went its way unmolested.
During those years, I had, as the boys in the back room would
say, a swell racket. Looking back on it, I feel that I could
have given Al Capone a few hints. The best he could do was to
operate his racket in three districts. I operated on three
continents.
January 21, Saturday, 1933: Japanese forces occupied Jehol Province and attached it to Manchukuo.
Czech fascists attacked an army base in Brno in an unsuccessful coup attempt.
Bolivians began an assault on Fernandez that would last for 4 days but not achieve a strategic result.
In the attempt they would lose a quarter of their force.
February 24, Friday, 1933: The League of Nations voted not to recognize the puppet-state of Manchukuo,
but also, not to impose sanctions on Japan.
March 12, Sunday, 1933: Japan completed its occupation of China north of the Great Wall.
Chinaman, Laundryman, a ricercar by Ruth Crawford Seeger to words of Tsiang, was performed for the 1st
time, at the MacDowell Club, New York.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt provided his initial “fireside chat” to the American people from the
White House.
The 1st Nazi concentration camp opened its doors at Oranienburg outside Berlin, Germany. “Come on along,
we will not be such cowards as to keep you out.”
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“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

March 27, Monday, 1933: In New York City, a gigantic anti-Nazi protest rally was organized by the American
Jewish Congress. 55,000 attendees threatened to boycott German goods if the Germans carried out their
planned permanent boycott of Jewish-owned stores and businesses.
After the League of Nations identified Japan as the aggressor in Manchuria, Japan withdrew from the League.
Nazis rioted in Vienna.
Two Songs for voice and piano by Ruth Crawford to words of Tsiang was performed for the 1st time,
in Philadelphia. The critics were quite negative.
May 20, Saturday, 1933: Subway service was inaugurated in Osaka.
“Merry Mount,” an opera by Howard Hanson to words of Stokes, after Nathaniel Hawthorne, was presented
for the 1st time, in a concert setting in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
May 31, Wednesday, 1933: Representatives of China and Japan signed a truce at Tangku.
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1934
March 1, Thursday, 1934: Two years after he had been named regent, the final Manchu emperor of China,
Henry Pu-yi, was installed as emperor of Manchukuo under the name Kang Teh (“Tranquility-Virtue”).
The government was further centralized under Japanese domination as, back in Tokyo, people paraded through
the streets with lanterns in celebration of this day’s auspicious events (the events of this day are well portrayed
in the Bertolucci movie “The Last Emperor”).
March 21, Wednesday, 1934: In Berlin, during the early morning, Franz August Julius Schreker, who had
been bedridden since suffering a stroke during the previous December, died of a heart attack 2 days before his
56th birthday.
More than 2,000 perished when fire consumed a third of the city of Hakodate, Japan.
July 8, Sunday, 1934: Keisuke Okada replaced Count Makato Saito as prime minister of Japan.
September 21, Friday, 1934: A typhoon struck, killing 4,000 people on the island of Honshu, Japan.
Belle of the Nineties, a film starring Mae West with music by Duke Ellington, was released in the United
States.
December 29, Saturday, 1934: The Japanese government formally renounced its participation in the
Washington Naval Treaty of 1922 and the London Naval Treaty of 1930, which had placed limits on the size
of its navy.
George Gershwin performed for President Franklin Delano Roosevelt at the White House.
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1935
1935: The Japanese corporation Fuji Electric spun off a new entity “Fujitsu,” one that would specialize in
telecommunications.
The initial Japanese “Cherry Blossom Festival” in Washington DC was jointly sponsored by many civic
groups and would become in subsequent years an annual event (during World War II the cherry trees would
be known as oriental cherry trees rather than as Japanese cherry trees).
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1935: George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to the permanent rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
He studied the feasibility of a Japanese attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor.150

WORLD WAR II
Joseph R. McCarthy received a degree in law at Marquette University (a Jesuit school) and was admitted to the
Wisconsin bar. In college he had boxed as a heavyweight. During his years as a practicing attorney, he would
make money on the side, like Richard Nixon, during all-night poker games.
December 9, Monday, 1935: As thousands of students marched in Peking to protest Japanese influence in
China, police responded with fire hoses and clubs.
Frankfurt Radio broadcast a government-sponsored attack on jazz, music with “erotic,” “perverse,”
and generally less-than-Aryan qualities.

150. He concluded that “During a period of profound peace,” shielded by darkness and preceded by submarines, a sneak air attack
would be a distinct possibility –that this would be entirely in accordance not only with Japan’s capabilities but also with its likely
objectives– and commented that “It is the duty of the military to foresee and prepare against the worst possible eventuality.”
(What he neglected to consider was that allowing such an attack to occur, and ensuring that it went undetected until it was far too
late to forestall it, might someday be considered by our Commander-in-Chief to be in our best strategic interest.)
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1936
1936: In Japan, there was a militaristic coup. In occupied Manchuria, Unit 731, a biological-warfare unit of
the Japanese army disguised as a water-purification unit, was formed and Dr. Shiro Ishii built a huge
compound –more than 150 buildings over six square kilometers– outside the city of Harbin.151 Some 9,000
test subjects, which Ishii and his peers denominated “maruta” or, in English, “logs,”152 eventually would
succumb at the compound. Japanese scientists would test the lethality of various disease agents, including
anthrax, cholera, typhoid fever, and bubonic plague.153 As many as 10,000 people would succumb horribly in
the course of such experiments, but after World War II the perpetrators would be granted full pensions by the
Japanese government, and in return for cooperation with our own research into techniques of biological
warfare, the US occupation would grant the perpetrators anonymity, with full protection not only from
prosecution and punishment but even from reproach. We needed these real-world guys with their no-nonsense
approach to human affairs!
GERM WARFARE

151. Lieutenant General Shiro Ishii’s Unit 731 was officially known as the “Kempeitai Political Department and Epidemic
Prevention Research Laboratory” for whatever that’s worth. This was not the only biological warfare unit in the Japanese army. We
also know of a Unit 516 which was based in Qiqihar, Unit 543 based in Hailar, Unit 773 based in Songo, Unit 100 based in
Changchun, Unit 1644 based in Nanjing, Unit 1855 based in Beijing, Unit 8604 based in Guangzhou, Unit 200 based in Manchuria,
and Unit 9420 which was based in Singapore. However, Unit 731 seems to have been the central or headquarters unit, or perhaps
the one with the biggest budget or which achieved the mostest results.
152. It was a joke, see? –The cover story for this complex of buildings was that it was merely a lumbermill.
153. Unit 731 was divided into eight sections and it was the 1st section that did all the experimentation with the cholera on live
subjects.
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UNIT 731
JAPAN’S WARTIME HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION PROGRAM
Unit 731 was the secret biological warfare unit set up in the
northeast of China following the Japanese invasion; the
headquarters were on the outskirts of Harbin in Manchukuo. Unit
731 researched, developed, produced, and tested biological
weapons. As part of its research program, it experimented on
humans and animals. The details of Unit 731’s activities
remained largely unknown until the mid-1980s, when a number of
documents concerning its activities came to light. Many of these
documents were produced by U.S. military organizations, such as
G-2 (Intelligence) in the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff
and the Office of the Judge Advocate General. Substantial parts
of these records were information seized by the US occupation
forces directly from former members of Unit 731 after the war,
but these were never disclosed to the public. In 1931 Japanese
forces invaded the northeast of China, claiming that Chinese
forces had destroyed the railway at Lake Liu near Mukden in
southern Manchuria, although this had actually been done by the
Japanese themselves to provide a pretext for the invasion. This
marked the beginning of the so-called Manchurian incident. In
1932 the Japanese government annexed the northeast of China and
set up the Manchukuo puppet state. In reality, Manchukuo was a
Japanese colony and was governed by the Kwantung Army, the most
powerful of the Japanese forces. Ishii Shiro, a prominent
physician and a graduate of Kyoto University, traveled to Europe
in 1928 to investigate the situation concerning biological
weapon. When Ishii returned to Japan in spring 1930, he urged
the military leaders to provide a means for researching
biological warfare and developing the capability to wage it. At
that time, various Western nations were actively involved in
research on biological weapons, although the United States had
not yet started it. In 1932 Ishii set up the Epidemic Prevention
Laboratory within the military medical school in Tokyo with the
full support of the military. At the same time, Ishii set up in
Manchukuo a small and secret subgroup, the Togo Unit, in the
village of Bei-inho, 100 kilometers southeast of Harbin. Remote
Manchukuo was chosen primarily because researchers wanted to
conduct medical experiments on human using Chinese prisoners
began as soon as the Togo Unit was established. Thus, research
on defensive methods against biological weapons as conducted
mainly in Tokyo, and research on offensive use and actual
production of such weapons was carried out in Manchukuo. In 1925
the Geneva Convention prohibited the use of chemical and
bacteriological weapons. Ishii obviously knew that his plans
contravened the convention, but he also knew how effective
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biological weapons could be. The Ishii group sought out all
bacteria and viruses that could prove useful as weapons and for
which vaccines could be developed so as to protect the Japanese
forces using them. In 1936 the Togo Unit was reorganized and
expanded into the Epidemic Prevention Department of the Kwantung
Army (the Ishii Unit). A smaller section (the Wakamatsu Unit)
concerned with combating animal diseases was set up by the
Kwantung Army at Xinjing. Both units were set up with the
approval of Japanese Imperial Headquarters. In 1938 a special
military zone was declared at Pingfan, 25 kilometers southeast
of Harbin, and the local residents were all evicted.
Construction of a huge facility for the production of biological
weapons began. On August 1, 1940, the Ishii Unit was renamed the
Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification Department of the
Kwantung Army (a description the very opposite of its real
aims), although after 1941 it was more commonly referred to as
Manchukuo Unit 731. Unit 731 was composed of four sections:
research, experiments, antiepidemic, and water purification and
productions. After Unit 731 was set up in Pingfan, many faculty
members of the military medical school were sent to Manchukuo
and became involved in experimenting on humans to develop
biological weapons. In fact, Ishii started recruiting young
elite medical specialists from various Japanese universities a
few years before the establishment of Unit 731 in 1936.
Professors in the medical school of Kyoto University in
particular assisted Ishii with his recruitment. Branch units
were set up in Beijing, Nanjing, Guangdong, and Singapore; there
units conducted experiments on weapons developed by Unit 731 and
made plans for waging biological warfare within those regions.
At this time Colonel Ishii had 3,000 staff in Unit 731 and as
many as 20,000 staff under his command if all members from the
branch units were totaled. Various methods were developed for
dispersal of biological weapons. One was to introduce the
pathogen to a local water supply or food supply. Another was to
use airborne means, and Unit 731 developed a bomb specifically
designed for dispersing pathogens from aircraft. In 1939, when
Japanese and Russian force, Unit 731 introduce the typhoid-fever
pathogen into river in the area. In 1940 and 1941 the unit used
aircraft to spread cotton and rice husks contaminated with the
black plague at Changde and Ningbo, in central China. About 100
people died from the black plague in Ningbo as a result. From
the viewpoint of the Japanese, the casualties at Ningbo were
insufficient, so they developed a bomb enabling more efficient
dispersal from greater heights (thus making the process less
hazardous for air crews, who would be subject to antiaircraft
fire if required to fly low over an ear in order to deliver their
payload.) This bomb was not widely used, however, as it was not
perfected until close to the end of the war. Unit 731 regarded
fleas as the most useful vector for pathogens, especially the
plague. The unit bred massive members of fleas and rats for
producing the plague bacillus and tested whether fleas could
survive being released from bombs dropped from aircraft. The
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unit also developed anthrax-bacillus bombs, which proved
successful because the bacillus is heat resistant. Shrapnel from
the bombs carrying the bacillus was highly efficient at
infecting those hit by it. The anthrax bomb was tested many times
on humans at Anta, 146 kilometers from Pingfan. After the
outbreak of World War II, the Japanese continued to use
biological weapons against the Chinese. They sprayed cholera,
typhoid, plague, and dysentery pathogens in the Jinhua area of
Zhejian province in June and July 1942. The was done in
retaliation for the first U.S. air raids on mainland Japan, in
which Tokyo and Nagoya were bombed. After these raids, the
Allied aircraft landed at airfields in China, and the Japanese
took this as Chinese collaboration with the Allies. In the
Jinhua pathogen attack, however, the Japanese also fell victim
to the diseases, and large numbers of Japanese casualties
occurred. According to one source, over 1,700 Japanese soldiers
died. It is well known that Unit 731 used large number of Chinese
people for experiments. Many Chinese who rebelled against the
Japanese occupation were arrested and sent to Pingfan where they
became guinea pigs for Unit 731; there is evidence that some
Russian prisoners were also victims. The prisoners subjected to
experiments were called “maruta” (literally “logs”) by the
Japanese.
Every
year
the
military
police
rounded
up
approximately 600 maruta send to Pingfan. After succumbing to
the disease, the prisoners were usually dissected, and their
bodies were then cremated within the compound. Unit 731 also
conducted frostbite experiments on the maruta. Frostbite was a
severe problem for the Japanese forces in Manchukuo, where the
winters are extremely cold. The prisoners were tied up outdoors
in temperatures as cold as -20 degrees Celsius and parts of their
bodies were sprayed with salt water in order to induce
frostbite. Their arms were hit with hammers to determine whether
they were frostbitten. They were then immersed in hot water of
ranging temperatures in orders to determine how recovery from
frostbite could best be facilitated. In extreme cases, the
prisoners’ skin and muscles sloughed off in response to this
treatment and the victims died immediately. As a result of the
experiments, it was found the immersing frostbitten limbs in
body-temperature water best facilitated recovery. It is said
that General Ishii and his colleagues were particularly proud
of this discovery. Maruta also were subjected to poisonous gas
experiments. In one experiment conducted September 7-10, 1940,
16 Chinese prisoners were exposed to mustard gas in a simulated
battle situation that employed a macabre form of experimental
manipulation. The prisoners were positioned in various places,
such as under a machine-gun cover or inside a building, and
mustard gas shells were fired toward them. Some of the prisoners
had gas masks and others did not, and they were also dressed in
different types of clothes. Every few hours after firings the
condition of the prisoners was monitored. In another experiment,
five prisoners were forced to drink a liquid form of mustard gas
and their condition was then monitored for a five-day period.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
Most Japanese citizens were unaware of the unit’s activities
until 1981, when author Seiichi Morimura exposed the unit’s dark
history in a book, “The Devil’s Gluttony.” Many of the unit’s
doctors
and
researchers
became
heads
of
medical
and
pharmaceutical firms in post-war Japan. The Japanese government
has never formally apologized for Unit 731’s activities, and did
not even admit to its existence until August 1998, when the
Supreme Court ruled that the existence of the unit was accepted
in academic circles. In 1995, families of Chinese victims filed
a lawsuit demanding the Japanese government pay compensation of
100 million yen (US$826,000).
January 15, Wednesday, 1936: All leftist parties in Spain joined in the Frente Popular.
Japan withdrew from the London Naval Conference on the limitation of world navies.
March 9, Monday, 1936: Koki Hirota replaced Keisuke Okada as prime minister of Japan.
Werner Egk became Kapellmeister at the Prussian State Opera.
July 12, Sunday, 1936: 13 army officers and 4 civilians, leaders of the February 26th insurrection in Japan,
were executed by firing squad.
Falangists murdered Lt. José Castillo, a member of the Spanish Republican Guard.
November 25, Wednesday, 1936: In Berlin, Nazi Germany and Japan (subsequent to the militaristic coup of
this year) signed an anti-Comintern (anti-USSR) pact.

READ THE FULL TEXT
WORLD WAR II
December 12, Saturday, 1936: Attempting to force Chiang Kai-shek to take an anti-Japanese stand, warlord
Chang She-liang attacked the general’s headquarters outside Sian. They managed to capture Chiang, killing
most of his bodyguards in the process. Chang published 8 demands, including a cessation of the civil war and
Chinese unity against the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
Former King Edward VIII of Great Britain was created the Duke of Windsor. The government of the Irish Free
State recognized the abdication of King Edward and the accession of King George and removed any mention
of the crown from its constitution.
Rapsodie flamande, for orchestra by Albert Roussel, was performed for the initial time, in Brussels.
George Cukor’s film “Camille” starring Greta Garbo was viewed for the initial time, in Palm Springs,
California.
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1937
1937: Japan began its war upon China. America would aid Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and his
“Nationalists,” evidently persuaded that Chiang was under some sort of Christian pillow-influence from his
American-educated wife — meanwhile the Generalissimo actually was basing some aspects of his military,
such as his Boy-Scout apparatus, upon Nazi models. (Just as the US Civil War had been going on in the Kansas
Territory for some time before it could “go national,” so World War II would be going on for some time in
China before it would “go global.”)

February 2, Tuesday, 1937: Senjuro Hayashi replaced Koki Hirota as prime minister of Japan.
The Paris Opéra, restored after the fire of 1936, reopend with Jules Massenet’s Ariane.
Dreaming Lips, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, in the London Pavilion.
June 4, Friday, 1937: Prince Fumimaro Konoye replaced Senjuro Hayashi as prime minister of Japan.
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July 2, Friday, 1937: Amelia Earhart disappeared near Howland Island.

(The legend would grow, that she had been shot down by the Japanese. Was there every any evidence pointing
at this as a hypothesis? –None whatsoever.)
July 5, Monday, 1937: A formal agreement was made between the Communist and Kuomintang parties of
China to temporarily put aside their differences and join to oust the Japanese army from their country.
WORLD WAR II
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July 7, Wednesday, 1937: A minor exchange of gunshots between Japanese and Chinese soldiers at the Marco
Polo Bridge outside Peking was initially quieted by local commanders but would eventuate in full warfare
between the two nations.

WORLD WAR II
A Royal Commission on Palestine recommended an end to the British mandate and separation into two states,
one Arab, the other Jewish.
July 25, Sunday, 1937: Japanese and Chinese forces entered into armed conflict at Langfang, near Peking.
WORLD WAR II
The purge of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was extended to all newspapers, journals and
publishing houses.
Fête des belles eaux for six ondes martenots by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time, on the
banks of the River Seine, Paris as part of the Exposition Internationale des Arts et des Techniques appliqués à
la vie moderne.
Music for Radio (later retitled Prairie Journal) by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the CBS radio network originating in New York.
July 27, Tuesday, 1937: Japanese troops seized the Marco Polo Bridge and established a bridgehead on the
other side, thus inaugurating a general offensive.
WORLD WAR II
A Paris court found in favor of Igor Stravinsky in his case against Warner Brothers alleging damages when
they used his music in their film “The Firebird” without his consent. Stravinsky was awarded one franc.
July 28, Wednesday, 1937: Japanese forces captured Peking and set up a military government to rule occupied
China.
WORLD WAR II
July 29, Thursday, 1937: Japanese forces bombed Tientsin, destroying Nankai University.
WORLD WAR II
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July 30, Friday, 1937: Japanese forces occupied Tientsin.
WORLD WAR II
The Matrimonial Causes Act was given Royal Assent by King George VI. It placed women on an equal footing
with men in divorce proceedings in England and Wales.
Henry Cowell’s dance music Sarabande, to a scenario by Graham, was performed for the initial time, in
Bennington, Vermont.
August 13, Friday, 1937: Japanese forces attempting to land at Shanghai were fired upon by Chinese,
precipitating large scale fighting in the Yangtze delta.
WORLD WAR II
Albert Roussel suffered a heart attack at Royan.
The California Parole Board set Henry Cowell’s sentence at the maximum 15 years.
Two dances by Wallingford Riegger to scenarios by Holm were performed for the initial time, in Bennington,
Vermont: Festive Rhythm and Trend op.25.
August 14, Saturday, 1937: Chinese forces attempted to bomb Japanese warships in Shanghai harbor but
instead hit residential areas, killing hundreds of civilians.
WORLD WAR II
Clara Rockmore performed Ernst Bloch’s Schelomo on the Theremin with the Philadelphia Orchestra.
The inventor, Lev Sergeyevich Termen (Leon Theremin), was in the audience.
August 15, Sunday, 1937: Japanese planes began to bomb Nanking.
WORLD WAR II
Polish peasants began a nationwide strike against OZON (Camp of National Unity), the new nationalist, progovernment, anti-semitic party.
ANTISEMITISM
Paraguayan army and navy units overthrew the government of President Rafael de la Cruz Franco Ojeda and
install Félix Paiva.
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September 13, Monday, 1937: According to the TIME Magazine issue of this date, Friends came to be termed
“Quakers” because “no one could know Christ without ‘quaking and trembling’,” and at present “there are
160,000 members of the Society of Friends. Their organized groups, called ‘meetings,’ are spotted irrelevantly
over the map.”
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
No, those aren’t typos — “organized groups” “spotted irrelevantly” — typical TIME trenchancy, read it and
weep.
Japanese forces captured Tatung, China, an important rail intersection.
WORLD WAR II
On a trip to Spain, Silvestre Revueltas delivered a radio broadcast in support of the loyalist cause.
September 29, Wednesday, 1937: Chiang Kai-shek and Mao Tse-tung agreed in Nanking to put aside their
political differences and join forces to defeat the Japanese invasion.
WORLD WAR II
The Company of Heaven, a cantata for speakers, solo voices, chorus, timpani, organ and strings by Benjamin
Britten to words of Roberts, was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC National.
Deux chansons d’Yvette Guilbert by Kurt Weill were performed for the initial time, during the Paris production
of Die Dreigroschenoper (L’opéra de quat’ sous).
October 17, Sunday, 1937: Japanese forces occupied Paotow.
Ernst Krenek arrived in New York on a tour with the Salzburg Opera Guild. The group was performing
Krenek’s arrangement of Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea.
Pro-German rioting broke out in the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia.
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Saturday, 1937: After 10 days the Japanese penetrated Chinese defenses north of Taiyuan.
The Chinese managed an orderly retreat.
WORLD WAR II
Several fascist groups in Hungary coalesced to form the Hungarian National Socialist Party under Ferenc
Szálasi.
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November 5, Friday, 1937: Japanese troops landed unopposed at Hangchow Bay near Shanghai.
Adolf Hitler revealed his war plans during the Hossbach Conference.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
“Fifteen years ago, I had nothing save my faith and my
will. Today the Movement is Germany, today this Movement
has won the German nation and formed the Reich. Would
that have been possible without the blessing of the
Almighty? Or do they who ruined Germany wish to maintain
that they have had God’s blessing? What we are we are,
not against but with the will of Providence. And so long
as we are loyal, honest, and ready to fight, so long as
we believe in our great work and do not capitulate, we
shall also in the future have the blessing of
Providence.”
— Adolf Hitler, August 11, 1935
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

November 6, Saturday, 1937: Il festino, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero to his own words after de
Rossi, was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of Turin Radio.
Italy joined Germany and Japan in their Anti-Comintern Pact to halt the spread of international communism.
WORLD WAR II
November 7, Sunday, 1937: Japanese forces began fighting their way into Taiyuan, including hand to hand
fighting.
WORLD WAR II
November 8, Monday, 1937: After an all-night battle, Chinese troops and civilians began fleeing from
Taiyuan. Many thousands were killed in the panic, or by Japanese planes.
WORLD WAR II
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November 19, Friday, 1937: Japanese forces conquered Suchow. They began several days of plunder and
destruction, killing men and enslaving women for sexual servitude. The city of over 300,000 was virtually
emptied of its citizens.
WORLD WAR II
Benjamin Britten’s cycle for voice and piano On This Island op.11, to words of Auden, was performed for the
first time, over the airwaves of the BBC, originating in London.
The film A Damsel in Distress with music by George Gershwin to words of Ira Gershwin was shown for the
initial time, at Radio City Music Hall, New York. This included the song “A Foggy Day.”
December 3, Friday, 1937: Japanese forces took Tanyang, near Nanking.
WORLD WAR II
Duo for violin, cello and orchestra or piano op.43 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in
Frankfurt-am-Main.
Not Even Summer Yet for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten to words of Burra, was performed for the initial
time, in Berkshire.
December 8, Wednesday, 1937: The government of the Republic of China, including President Chiang Kaishek, moved from Nanking to Hankow.
WORLD WAR II
December 10, Friday, 1937: The Japanese outside Nanking asked the city for negotiations for its surrender.
The Chinese refused and Japanese bombardment began.
WORLD WAR II
The initial concert of the newly-founded Ernest Bloch Society took place in Aeolian Hall, London.
Symphony in g minor “Song of a New Race” by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, at the
Philadelphia Academy of Music, to mixed reviews.
December 11, Saturday, 1937: Chinese forces at Nanking were ordered to retreat in the face of the Japanese
assault.
Italy withdrew from the League of Nations.
WORLD WAR II
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December 12, Sunday, 1937: Scenes from the Holy Infancy according to St. Matthew for tenor, baritone, bass
and chorus, by Virgil Thomson, was performed for the initial time, at the 46th Street Theater, New York.
Ernst Krenek and the Salzburg Opera Guild arrived in Los Angeles, where he would meet Arnold Schoenberg
for the 1st time.
On the Yangtze River, Japanese bombers sank the USS Panay (gunboat PR 45), along with two ships
belonging to the Standard Oil Company, with 3 dead and 43 wounded.
Chinese defenders of the capital city Nanking, and its citizens, began an extremely disorderly retreat from the
city. The Japanese Army would perpetrate over the next 6 weeks or so, because the city had somewhat resisted
this occupation, some 200,000 civilian executions, accompanied as much as possible, acting under explicit
orders, by the most horrific rapes and mutilations. Infants would be tossed into the air to be skewered on
bayonets, and then carried around that way as trophies. There is a home-movie-camera record of a woman,
being inspected later in a local hospital, the back of whose neck had been sawed at with a bayonet while she
was being raped –she still lived at the point at which this filmstock ran through the camera– and you should
definitely plan never to view this footage.154
WORLD WAR II

THE CLEANSING OF THE SWORDS

December 13, Monday, 1937: Japanese forces captured Nanking and began 6 weeks of unspeakable terror.
Soldiers roamed the streets killing civilians indiscriminately. They searched homes for Chinese soldiers,
killing residents as they went along. The Japanese committed at least 20,000 (and perhaps as many as 80,000)
rapes and that as many as 300,000 people were killed by every means imaginable. Torture was a particular
feature of the atrocities. Nanking itself was obliterated. Hundreds of thousands were saved by westerners, led
by German Nazi Party member John Rabe in a safety zone in the city.
WORLD WAR II
Kurt Weill returned to California from New York, this time with Lotte Lenya. The couple rented a cottage in
Santa Monica.
154. General Iwane Matsui, at the Tokyo war crimes trial, would be found guilty of a war crime unrelated to the Rape of Nanking,
and would in 1948 be hanged. The People’s Republic of China would try about 800 persons for war crimes, including those
responsible for Nanking and Shanghai massacres, and the death penalty would be received by 149 defendants.
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December 15, Wednesday, 1937: After foreign correspondents left Nanking, the Japanese sealed off the city
to limit the reporting of atrocities.
WORLD WAR II
Spanish government forces launched an offensive to capture Teruel. They surrounded the city by nightfall.
Regozijo de uma raça for tenor, chorus and percussion by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of Baptista,
was performed for the initial time, conducted by the composer.
December 17, Friday, 1937: The Japanese conquerors of China set up a provisional government in Peking.
WORLD WAR II
The Japanese took over 14,000 prisoners of war captured at Nanking and marched them to the Yangtze River
by Mufu Mountain. There they were all machine-gunned. Japanese soldiers then spent the entire night sticking
their bayonets into each and every corpse just to be certain.
Aaron Copland, Virgil Thomson, Roy Harris, Roger Sessions and Douglas Moore met in New York to form
the American Composers Alliance “to regularize and collect all fees pertaining to the performance of
copyrighted music.” Sei Cori di Michelangelo Buonarroti il Giovane (Set I) for chorus by Luigi Dallapiccola
was performed for the initial time, in Trieste.
December 24, Friday, 1937: Japanese forces captured Hangchow.
WORLD WAR II
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1938
1938: Japan opened its 1st wartime facility for the “sexual comfort” of its troops, in Nanjing.
So beloved were the Japanese cherries of Washington DC that a group of indignant women vowed to chain
themselves to the trees to defy workmen clearing ground for the Jefferson Memorial. A compromise was
reached: More trees would be planted along the water to frame the memorial on the south side of the Tidal
Basin.

During the Sino-Japanese war, as Japanese forces moved west towards the railroad junction of Chengchow,
there to meet up with other Japanese units advancing on Hankow, the Chinese Nationalists blew up the flood
dikes of the Yellow River. The resulting flood inundated 3 provinces and 44 counties. Some 4,000-5,000
villages and 11 towns were flooded. A total of 893,303 people drowned and 3,911,354 were displaced.
The Nationalists of course told everybody that the wicked Japs had blown up the dikes: “I cannot tell a lie,
they did it with their little hatchet!”
WORLD WAR II
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January 10, Monday, 1938: Japanese troops captured Tsingtao.
WORLD WAR II
February 9, Wednesday, 1938: Japanese forces advanced north cross the Huai River and invested the towns
of Pangpu and Huaiyuan.
WORLD WAR II
Grave and Allegro in c minor for string quartet D.103 by Franz Schubert was performed publicly for the initial
time, in Vienna, 124 years after its composition.
March 25, Wednesday, 1938: Fighting began between Chinese and Japanese at Taierhchuang.
WORLD WAR II
The 3d program in the radio feature Lines on the Map entitled “Communication by Wireless” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
Who is Like Unto Thee for solo voice, chorus and organ by Hugo Weisgall to Hebrew liturgical words, was
performed for the initial time, in Temple Emanu-El, New York.
April 7, Thursday, 1938: After weeks of furious, deperate, often hand-to-hand fighting, Japanese troops
retreated north from Taierhchuang. More than 30,000 soldiers had died in the battle, not to mention uncounted
civilians.
Generalissimo Francisco Franco of the Falangists in control of Spain signed the Anti-Comintern Pact
alongside the signatories Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and militarist Japan. Hey, guys, let’s room together next
semester!
WORLD WAR II
April 17, Sunday, 1938: Japanese forces captured Linyi, northeast of Hsuchow (Xujou).
WORLD WAR II
May 12, Thursday, 1938: Japanese forces occupied Amoy (Xiamen).
Germany recognized the Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo.
Ernst Krenek managed to obtain a visa to travel to the United States.
Jeanne d’Arc au bucher, a stage oratorio by Arthur Honegger to words of Claudel, was performed publicly for
the first time, in Basel. The poet noted, “An audience of a thousand, endless ovations.”
WORLD WAR II
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May 19, Thursday, 1938: Japanese forces occupied Tungshan.
After months of fighting toward the city, Japanese troops fought their way into Hsuchow (Xujou).
WORLD WAR II
June 11, Saturday, 1938: The Battle of Wuhan began. In creating a Yellow River flood to halt Japanese
forces, the Chinese Nationalists sacrificed the lives of 500,000 to 900,000 Chinese peasant civilians.
WORLD WAR II
An earthquake in the North Sea killed 3 in Belgium.
Release of the musical “Gold Diggers in Paris,” starring Rudy Vallée and Rosemary Lane.

June 12, Sunday, 1938: Japanese forces captured Ankang. In an attempt to slow their advance, Chiang Kaishek ordered the destruction of dikes on the Yellow River. Many Chinese were killed and hectares of farm land
destroyed (this had, however, no lasting effect on the Japanese forces).
WORLD WAR II
Two new works by Leonard Bernstein were performed for the initial time, in Brookline, Massachusetts:
“Music for Two Pianos” and “Music for the Dance.”
In local elections in Czechoslovakia, the Sudeten German Party improved its political position (however, their
victory parade, in Mährisch Schönberg, was broken up by police).

June 13, Monday, 1938: Japanese troops took Anking on the Yangtze River.
WORLD WAR II
In Spain, Nationalist forces captured Castellón de la Plana.
String Quartet no.4 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for initial first time, in Paris.
June 27, Monday, 1938: After 4 days of fighting, Japanese forces took Matang on the Yangtze River.
WORLD WAR II
July 26, Tuesday, 1938: Chinese troops abandoned the rail hub of Kiukiang. Japanese soldiers went on
rampage in the city.
WORLD WAR II
Cantos del Tucumán for voice, flute, harp, drums and violin by Alberto Ginastera to words of Jijena Sánchez,
was performed for the initial time, in Buenos Aires.
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July 29, Friday, 1938: Japanese and Soviet forces clashed over the disputed border between Manchukuo and
Siberia.
WORLD WAR II
Heroic Piece for chamber orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Zürich.
July 31, Sunday, 1938: Further border clashes took place between Soviet and Japanese troops. Soviet
airplanes bombed targets in Korea and Manchukuo.
WORLD WAR II
August 20, Saturday, 1938: Japanese forces took Juichang after 5 days of fighting, but beyond the city the
Chinese defenses held.
WORLD WAR II
September 27, Tuesday, 1938: The League of Nations identified Japan as an aggressor and invited its
members to support China.
Führer Adolf Hitler’s threat to march into the Sudetenland by 2PM on September 28th was published, as was
Britain’s promise to support France in aid of Czechoslovakia. Britain mobilized its fleet.
WORLD WAR II
Air Raid Precautions, under the direction of the Home Office, distributed 38,000,000 gas masks to the British
public.
The Queen Elizabeth was launched at Clydebank, Scotland by Queen Elizabeth. This was the largest ocean
liner in the world.
September 29, Thursday, 1938: After 3 weeks fighting up the Yangtze and 10 days assaulting the fortress of
T’ien-chia-chen, the Japanese Army finally fought its way into the city of Hankow (Wuhan) itself. Every one
of the surviving Chinese defenders was killed, with observers reported that the Japanese were forcing the
prisoners into the river and then shooting them as their heads bobbed above the surface. There were reports of
“special smoke,” which is to suggest, poison gas.
Leaders of the 4 powers, German Führer Adolf Hitler, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, French
Prime Minister Edouard Daladier, and Italian Duce Benito Mussolini, met in München to discuss the
Czechoslovakia question. They would agree to cede to Germany all of the Sudeten German territory.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Having abandoned their Berlin residence, Paul Hindemith and his wife relocated to Bluche, Switzerland.
WORLD WAR II
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October 21, Friday, 1938: Japanese forces occupied Canton.
WORLD WAR II
October 25, Tuesday, 1938: Francis J. L. Beckman, Archbishop of Dubuque, denounced swing as “a
degenerated musical system... turned loose to gnaw away at the moral fiber of young people,” leading down
the “primrose path to Hell” (he was agreeing, in fact, with the Nazis, although to give him the benefit of the
doubt, perhaps he had not recognized this).
After months of furious Chinese defense, aided by Soviet pilots, Japanese troops captured Hankow and
Wuchang surrounding Wuhan, the temporary capital of the Chinese Republic. The republican government fled
to Chungking.
WORLD WAR II
December 2, Friday, 1938: The Burma Road opened between Kunming and Mandalay. This would be the
only supply route for Chinese forces fighting the Japanese invasion.
WORLD WAR II
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1939
1939: In Japan, Toshiba was founded to produce home appliances.
In this year and in 1902, the volcano that was Tori Shima (St. Peter’s Island or Hurricane Island) erupted,
killing 125 and driving away the island’s entire human population. The volcano remains active, but the island
now serves as a breeding refuge for the endangered short-tailed albatross.
JOHN MANJIRO
January 5, Thursday, 1939: Baron Kiichiro Hiranuma replaced Prince Fumimaro Konoye as prime minister
of Japan.
Führer Adolf Hitler warned the Polish ambassador that Danzig must be restored to Germany.
WORLD WAR II
Spanish rebels, along with Italian regular army units, captured Borjas Blancas.
February 9, Thursday, 1939: Japanese forces captured Hainan.
WORLD WAR II
L’Or dans la montagne, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in ABC Cinema,
Geneva.
March 27, Monday, 1939: Japanese forces occupied Nanchang.
Italy sent an ultimatum to Albania demanding that it become an Italian protectorate.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Thursday, 1939: A 6-month long border war began near Lake Bor between Japan and the Soviet
Union, using as surrogates the local troops of Manchukuo and Mongolia (respectively).
WORLD WAR II
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May 17, Saturday, 1939: The National Broadcasting Company broadcast the 1st televised sporting event in
North America: a baseball game between Princeton University and Columbia University (mMeanwhile, the
initial television broadcast in Japan was taking place, out of the NHK laboratories near Tokyo).
The British Parliament approved the MacDonald White Paper plan for partition of Palestine. Both Arabs and
Jews denounced the plan.
Alexander Nevsky op.78, a cantata for mezzo-soprano, chorus and orchestra by Sergei Prokofiev to words of
Lugorsky and the composer, with music from his film score of the same name, was performed for the initial
time, in Moscow, the composer conducting.
June 12, Monday, 1939: Japan began a blockade of the British concession at Tientsin.
WORLD WAR II
July 16, Friday, 1939: Soviet planes bombed Fularki, Manchukuo. Japan would retaliate with a raid on
Halunarshan.
WORLD WAR II
The 6th and final episode of Helweg’s (after White) play The Sword in the Stone entitled “The Sword”
with music by Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
July 26, Wednesday, 1939: By means of a note from the US Secretary of State to the Japanese Ambassador in
Washington DC, the United States of America gave notice of its intention unilaterally to abrogate the
commercial treaty they had signed in 1911. It had only been a scrap of paper.
WORLD WAR II
August 30, Wednesday, 1939: Nobuyuki Abe replaced Baron Kiichiro Hiranuma as Prime Minister of Japan.
The evacuation of tens of thousands of children from Paris began.
Our poet wrote us a poem:

The Soul’s Desert
(August 30, 1939)
They are warming up the old horrors; and all that they say is echoes of echoes.
Beware of taking sides; only watch.
These are not criminals, nor hucksters and little journalists, but the governments
Of the great nations; men favorably
Representative of massed humanity. Observe them. Wrath and laughter
Are quite irrelevant. Clearly it is time
To become disillusioned, each person to enter his own soul’s desert
And look for God, — having seen man.
— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
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September 1939: Robert Frost purchased, as a summer residence, the Homer Noble farm near Ripton,
Vermont.
Over 4 days in this month the people of London, anticipating aerial bombardment by the Germans, brought in
for euthanization some 400,000 pet dogs and cats. This action had been advised against by the government and
was premature, as the bombs would not begin to fall for another 7 months — however, the idea of warpreparedness, which is to say, of “doing something,” had infiltrated people’s minds.
Japanese Army Unit 731 based in Harbin, Manchukuo, the germ warfare unit cleverly disguised as a waterpurification unit, cleverly introduced typhoid bacteria into water supplies they expected advancing Soviet units
would need to use. “Won’t they be surprised!”
WORLD WAR II

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

September 15, Friday, 1939: Cease-fire and neutrality agreements were signed by the Soviet Union and
Japan.
WORLD WAR II

Japan
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DECADE OF 1940S
1940
1940: Italy, Germany, and Japan signed a tripartite pact as the “axis powers.” The Japanese military occupied
French Indochina (Vietnam) with approval by France (which is to say, with the approval of the Vichy
government of collaborators) and announced that its intention was the creation of a “Greater East Asia CoProsperity Sphere.”
US troops were sent to guard air and naval bases obtained in Newfoundland, Bermuda, St. Lucia, the Bahamas,
Jamaica, Antigua, Trinidad, and British Guiana by negotiation with Great Britain (these would sometimes be
referred to as “lend-lease” bases).
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Founding in 1815 in Boston by William Tudor and the journalist Nathan Hale, the North American Review,
the oldest American literary magazine, had come to be owned by a hack writer named Joseph Hilton Smyth.
In this year this owner was unmasked as having received $125,000 from Manhattan’s Vice Consul Shintaro
Fukushima in payment for publishing pro-Japanese sentiments, and so the magazine discontinued
publication).
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The Japanese tradition of the Cherry Blossom Pageant was introduced in Washington DC.

The Japanese military dropped bombs on the city of Ningbo in China containing fleas which they had carefully
infected with the bubonic plague.
The Japanese military introduced typhoid fever and cholera into China by way of Chekiang Province.
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

The Cuban Constitution of 1940 was established by a national assembly that included Blas Roca, a young
shoemaker who had helped organize the Revolution of 1933. The document struck a balance between the rich
and the working class, protected individual and social rights, supported full employment and a minimum wage,
extended social security, called for equal pay for equal work, and outlawed the huge plantations known as
latifundias. What could go wrong?
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THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

January 16, Tuesday, 1940: Mitsumasa Yonai replaced Nobuyuki Abe as prime minister of Japan.
January 26, Friday, 1940: As of this date the United States/Japanese Trade Treaty of 1911 was allowed to
expire.
WORLD WAR II
March 30, Saturday, 1940: A new national government of China was inaugurated (under Japanese
supervision) at Nanking, to be led by President Wang Ching-wei.
Paul Hindemith visited the students and faculty at Yale University. The day was so positive for all, that the
Yale faculty concluded that they would need to bring him there permanently.
Night of Frost in May, a song by Charles Ives to words of Meredith, was performed for the initial time, at the
Dalcroze School of Music in New York City.
WORLD WAR II
June 12, Wednesday, 1940: The Soviet Union sent an ultimatum to Lithuania demanding a change in
government and territory.
Generalissimo Francisco Franco proclaimed the non-belligerence of Spain.
When German troops captured St. Valery-en-Caux, taking 46,000 British and French prisoners, the prisoners
included a dozen generals.
The US Navy Department awarded contracts for 22 new warships.
A Japan/Thailand Non-Aggression Pact was announced.
WORLD WAR II
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June 20, Thursday, 1940: The US Bureau of Ships was established with Rear Admiral S.M. Robinson as
Chief (the Bureau of Construction and Repair and the Bureau of Engineering were abolished). A new office,
the office of Under Secretary of the Navy, was created for the duration of the emergency.
German troops took Lyons and Vichy.
Armistice negotiations began in Compiègne between Germany and France.
During an attempt to get from Verdun south to Epinal, Olivier Messiaen and four companions were captured
by Germans.
France opened northern Indochina to Japanese military mission and supporting troops.
WORLD WAR II
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June 22, Saturday, 1940: Italian troops occupied Menton.
Through the efforts of Adrian Boult and the BBC, due to the threat of German invasion, John Ireland was
evacuated from the island of Guernsey to the mainland.
At 6:50PM a French delegation signed an armistice with Germany in the same spot, and in the same railroad
car, as the 1918 armistice. This was set to take effect 6 hours after an armistice was concluded between France
and Italy — meanwhile 3 French armies, encircled along the Maginot Line, were in the process of
surrendering.
Paul Hindemith took up residence in Lenox, Massachusetts. He was there to teach at the Berkshire Music
Center.
At Compiegne, France signed an armistice with Germany and was divided into two parts. After this armistice
Simone Weil would relocate with her family from Paris to Vichy.

ANTISEMITISM
Prince Konoye formed a new Japanese Cabinet with General Tojo Hideki as Minister of War and Yosuke
Matsuoka as Minister of Foreign Affairs.
WORLD WAR II
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NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

June 24, Monday, 1940: An armistice between France and Italy was signed at Rome.
Charles Edison’s resignation as Secretary of the Navy became effective and Lewis Compton began as Acting
Secretary.
Japan requested that the British close the Burma Road.
At President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s request, the FBI established a Special Intelligence Service.
In connection with this new office, the Bureau dispatched Agents to countries throughout the Western
Hemisphere, with the exception of Panama. FBI Agents in South and Central America gathered intelligence
information and worked to prevent Axis espionage, sabotage, and propaganda efforts aimed against the
US and its allies. Special Agents assigned to posts in Europe, Canada, and Latin America began acting in an
official liaison capacity. (President Harry S Truman would close the SIS in 1946 but these Agent liaisons
would then form the basis of the FBI’s Legal Attaché Program.)
WORLD WAR II
July 5, Friday, 1940: As a result of the British attack on French warships at Oran, the French Government of
Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain broke off diplomatic relations with Great Britain.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt invoked the Export Control Act forbidding the export of aircraft parts,
minerals, or chemicals to Japan without a license.155

Japan
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155. A list of instructions had been carefully prepared for our manipulative President, as to how to get the United States of America
into World War II “through the back door” by forcing Hitler to declare war on us, an essential item on that list being to force some
other member of the Axis tripartite alliance (either Italy or Japan would be fine, it didn’t much matter which one) to declare war on
us. A list of instructions had been carefully prepared for the President, as to how to force Japan in particular to declare war on us.
A key item on that list was to severely damage that nation’s economy, which was heavily dependent upon the importation of fuel
and raw materials. Here we see our Manipulator in Chief hard at work to overcome America’s peacemongers and isolationists, and
finangle our entry into World War II — and thus guarantee that he could remain President for Life with the powers and authorities,
to all intents and purposes, of a dictator like Hitler or Mussolini or Tojo.
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July 21, Sunday, 1940: Prince Fumimaro Konoye replaced Mitsumasa Yonai as prime minister of Japan.
The Soviet Union annexed Estonia, Lativa, and Lithuania.
July 26, Friday, 1940: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt invoked the Export Control Act, and prohibited
exportation, without license, of aviation gasoline and certain classes of iron and steel scrap. This effectively
halted the flow of such materials to Japan, and would be considered by the Japanese to be economically
damaging and an act of hostility.156
WORLD WAR II
A Free-French administration took over in Côte d’Ivoire.
Pastoral and Fiddler’s Delight for orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the 1st time, in New York.
August 30, Friday, 1940: Germany mediated a territorial dispute in the Balkans in the Second Vienna Award.
Transylvania was transferred from Romania to Hungary (42,492 square kilometers with a population of
2,500,000). Bulgaria received southern Dobruja.
Slovakia issued an order for the registration of all Jewish property.
ANTISEMITISM
800 German aircraft attacked Royal Air Force airfields by day. In this day’s action 62 planes were destroyed
on the ground. During the night, German planes dropped incendiary bombs on London.
France consented to Japanese military occupation of the ports, airfields, and railroads of northern Indochina.
WORLD WAR II
September 22, Sunday, 1940: The Hanoi Convention was concluded. Japan agreed to respect French interests
in the Far East in return for the Japanese military being allowed use of French facilities in Indochina, such as
for instance airfields. Within hours, Japan would introduce troops into the area. From this point until 1945, the
Japanese would be in control of Vietnam.
WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT

156. Note carefully the before-and-after timing here. The President, who hated war, took this hostile action against Japan before
being advised by Commander Arthur McCollum that the tripartite pact of mutual defense between Germany, Italy, and Japan might
provide him an opportunity to get past our popular isolationist sentiment and drag us into a shooting war with Germany, by way of
a declaration of war upon us by Japan that would force Germany, in honor of its mutual-defense pact, to also declare war upon us.
It would not be until October 7th, 1940, fully 9 weeks into the future, that Commander McCollum would lay out, in a memo, the 8
consecutive steps that our Commander-in-Chief might follow, that our Commander-in-Chief would in fact follow, which would in
fact produce the undesired declaration of war by Japan against us — which would in fact produce the undesired declaration of war
by Germany against us.
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September 27, Friday, 1940: At Berlin, Germany, Italy, and Japan signed a “Tripartite Pact,” a 10-year
military/economic pledge of alliance, in which they promised to defend each other against US attacks.
The pact formally established the Axis alliance. Designed to keep America neutral, the pact would turn out to
have quite an opposite effect, effectively increasing interventionist sentiment in America.
ADOLF HITLER

READ THE FULL TEXT
Commander Arthur McCollum would grasp that this tripartite pact of mutual defense might be transformed
into a grave strategic error on the part of Germany, in that it might present the USA with an opportunity to get
into a shooting war against Germany, by way of a declaration of war by Japan that would force Germany,
in honor of its mutual-defense pact, to also declare war upon us. It would only take him a couple of weeks to
figure this out in detail, using Japan as a mere pawn and providing our government with a way to get past not
only the ineffectual American pacifists and peacemongers, but also the immensely popular isolationist
sentiment. On October 7th, 1940 he would lay this out in a memo, the 8 successive steps of which would be
most carefully and successfully implemented by our Commander-in-Chief.
In occupied France, Jews were required to carry special identity cards. Jewish shopkeepers were required to
advertise their Jewishness by means of signs in their windows.
Hans-Joachim Hinrichsen, of the Jewish family which formerly owned C.F. Peters music publishers, died of
typhoid fever in a French internment camp in Perpignan. After getting his parents out of Germany, he himself
had escaped to Belgium, which he had fled during the German invasion. He had been arrested on his way to
Spain. At the point of his death he had reached 31 years of age.
WORLD WAR II
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Fall 1940: The Japanese were dropping paper bags filled with plague-infested fleas over the cities of Ningbo
and Quzhou in the Zhejiang province of China. Other attacks would involve the contaminating of wells and
the distribution of poisoned foods.
GERM WARFARE

During this year President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had ordered the US Pacific Fleet from the West Coast
to the Hawaiian Islands and then, overriding complaints by its commander, Admiral Richardson, that our naval
exercises had indicated that there was inherently inadequate protection at the Pearl Harbor base on Oahu
against air attack by carrier-based enemy attack aircraft, and no protection whatever against torpedo attack
from submarines, ordered our Pacific fleet to remain stationed there. After twice evading these strange and
dangerous orders, which made it seem as if someone in our nation’s puzzle palace were determined to place
the American vessels in harm’s way, during this fall Richardson raised the issue personally with the President.

Soon afterward, he would get his ass replaced. (His successor, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, would also bring
up this issue of unnecessarily placing our capital ships in harm’s way, with the Commander-in-Chief in June
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1941, and he also would get exactly nowhere with Roosevelt.)
WORLD WAR II

Just Do As You Are Told
Says The President
Of The United States
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NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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October 7, Monday, 1940: The German army moved into Rumania, seizing oil fields.
Henryk Lutoslawski, brother of Witold, a Polish prisoner of war, died in the labor camps of northeast Siberia.
A US Navy analyst, Commander Arthur MCCollum, wrote an 8-point memo about how to force Japan into
declaring war upon the USA, so that then Germany would be forced to honor its tripartite mutual-defence pact
of September 27th, 1940 and declare war upon the USA — so that we could get past our peacemongers and
our isolationists and get ourselves into a shooting war — against Germany. Japan would be the pawn.
Eventually, all 8 of McCollum’s recommendations would be accomplished by our Commander-in-Chief.
WORLD WAR II

October 8, Tuesday, 1940: Under German pressure, the Hungarian government instituted further anti-Semitic
laws.
Béla Bartók and his wife gave their farewell performance at the Budapest Academy of Music, a few days
before they departed from Hungary.
The Unites States advised its citizens to leave the Far East.
Japan protested the United States embargo on aviation gasoline and scrap metal.
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Wednesday, 1940: Japan delivered a one-year notice of its abrogation of North Pacific Sealing
Convention of 1911.
At Hendaye (where the French-Spanish border meets the Bay of Biscay), Der Führer Adolf Hitler attempted
to persuade El Caudillo Francisco Franco to bring Falangist Spain to join with Germany in this world war —
only to find that El Caudillo was uninterested. Maybe next time?
WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Friday, 1940: The 1st United States merchant vessel sunk in World War II: SS City of Rayville
sank after hitting a mine laid by a German raider off Cape Otway, Bass Strait, Australia.
Admiral Nomura was appointed Japanese Ambassador to the United States of America.
Greek troops pinned down the Italians in the Pindus Gorges, taking 5,000 prisoners.
Director J. Edgar Hoover directed his FBI’s New York office to begin an investigation into the private life of
Marc Blitzstein, who was suspected of communist sympathies.
The 2d and 3d movements of Roy Harris’ ballet Song of the West were performed for the 1st time, at Madison
College, Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Sonatine for organ, pedals alone op.11 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, at the Arch
Street Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, by the composer.
WORLD WAR II
November 15, Friday, 1940: In Japan, Isoroku Yamamoto was promoted to full Admiral status. He had been
trained as a naval officer in the United States and would warn Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe to avoid war
with an enemy having such a powerful navy: “If I am told to fight ... I shall run wild for the first six months ...
but I have utterly no confidence for the second or third year.”
Greeks broke through the Italian line around Mt. Morava.
WORLD WAR II
November 30, Saturday, 1940: A revised version of Klage der Ariadne by Carl Orff to his own translation of
Rinuccini, was performed for the initial time, in Gera. Also premiered was a revised version of Orff’s Tanz der
Spröden to a translation of Rinuccini by Günther.
The United States lent $50,000,000 to China for currency stabilization, and granted an additional $50,000,000
credit for purchase of supplies.
At Nanking, the Japanese and the Wang Ching-wei regime signed a treaty of peace.
WORLD WAR II
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December 1, Sunday, 1940: The USA cracked the code system being used by the Japanese, giving it total
access to all intercepted communications between military commands. According to Captain Safford, chief of
OP-20-G, “By 1 December 1941 we had the code solved to a readable extent.” Winston Churchill would write,
in GRAND ALLIANCE, that “From the end of 1940 the Americans had pierced the vital Japanese ciphers,
and were decoding large numbers of their military and diplomatic telegrams.”
Miguel Avila Camacho replaced Lázaro Cárdenas as president of Mexico.
Incidental music to Garcia Lorca’s play Blood Wedding by Otto Luening was performed for the initial time,
at Bennington College, Bennington, Vermont.
The headquarters for Alaskan units of the Coast Guard area were established at Ketchikan.
An auxiliary cruiser of 16,402 tons, formerly the passenger liner Montrose, which had been requisitioned as
an Armed Merchant Cruiser in 1939 and renamed HMS Forfar, was on its way under the command of Captain
N. Hardy to escort an incoming convoy when it was torpedoed west of Ireland by Leutnant-Commander Otto
Kretschmer’s U-boat U99. Badly damaged after 4 torpedo hits over a period of an hour, the Forfar would sink
at 4:50AM the following morning, taking 172 down. There would be only 18 survivors.157

157. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(During the previous month this Leutnant-Commander Kretschmer had sunk two other AMCs, the Laurentic
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and Patroclus. He was Germany’s top U-boat ace with 44 sinkings to his credit! He would be captured when
U99 was sunk while attacking convoy HX-112 in March 1941, would survive the war, and in Germany’s
postwar navy would attain the rank of Admiral! He was, you see, an honorable man. Congratulations on being
a survivor, Otto! Yours was truly a life worth having! We’re glad you didn’t drown yourself!)
WORLD WAR II
December 6, Friday, 1940: Greek troops captured Sarandë, Albania.
Violin Concerto by Arnold Schoenberg was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
A Japanese/Thai pact of amity was signed.
WORLD WAR II
December 14, Saturday, 1940: Festmusik zur Feier des 2600 jährigen Bestehens des Kaiserreichs Japan for
orchestra by Richard Strauss, was performed for the initial time, in the Kabukiza Theater, Tokyo.
Banalités for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc to words of Apollinaire, was performed for the initial time,
at the Salle Gaveau, Paris, the composer at the piano.
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play King Lear by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, at the
New School in New York City.
In the 60-inch cyclotron at the University of California–Berkeley, by deuteron bombardment of Uranium-238,
Glenn Theodore Seaborg, Joseph W. Kennedy, Edwin M. McMillan, and Arthur C. Wahl produced and
isolated plutonium.
ATOM BOMB
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1941: Toward instilling martial discipline and patriotism into school children, the Japanese Ministry of
Education introduced judo and kendo into 5th-grade physical education programs.
When Pang Choy-hak began to offer classes in Yang-style t’ai chi ch’uan in New York City, he discovered
that only Chinese-Americans were much interested.
1941: As the United States of America careened toward entry in World War II, things began to get a bit crazy.
Fear was endemic, and so penalties were increased not only for cultivation and sale of marijuana but also for
possession. Hollywood scriptwriter John Milius would create a comic script set in this era of worry and
overreaction, titled “The Night the Japs Attacked” (this would be changed 1stly to “The Night the Japanese
Attacked” and then 2dly to “The Rising Sun,” before Stephen Spielberg would finally decide to use the simple
title “1941”).158

Elsa Smuskevich, a 16-year old Latvian sniper, made the Red Army newspapers by killing her first German
outside Murmansk. “A woman has to have a reason to fight, a reason to leave her home and go to war,”
Smuskevich would comment to an interviewer 45 years later. “If she has that reason she is a wonderful
soldier.”
158. Spielberg’s “1941,” which would be released in 1979, details the ridiculous but exceedingly real invasion panic that gripped
Southern California as Japanese-American citizens were being moved by rail through San Diego to concentration camps inland.
Dan Aykroyd and John Candy were in a tank crew trying to set up a cannon in Ned Beatty’s backyard. Robert Stack, as an Army
general charged with protection of the Californian coastline, opinioned that:
“Madness. It’s the only way to describe it: madness.
This isn’t the state of California. This is the state of insanity.
G2 should pour knockout drops into the water....”
I was there, in San Diego, in 1941. I experienced this. This movie is a documentary. San Diego was exactly that crazed.

HDT

WHAT?

NIPON

INDEX

JAPAN

1941: Convinced that “the Japs” were about to invade California, San Diego went into the war panic that
would be described in the John Belushi comedy “1941”:

WORLD WAR II
During this year a phone was installed at Tor House, along the California coast north of San Diego and Los
Angeles, and Robinson Jeffers served as a plane-spotter while Una did Red Cross work.
My father Captain Benjamin Bearl Smith was a chaplain at an army base in San Diego. For extra pocket money
he sold to young recruits a curious little steel-jacketed New Testament, to keep in their breast pocket over their
heart so they could protect themselves from harm as they went about their government-sponsored agenda of
protecting others from harm by going off to a foreign country and killing people whom they didn’t know, in a
spirit of Christian love and charity.
HISTORY OF
THE BIBLE
I remember vividly how my father once demonstrated a miracle to me, and to his brothers in the extended
Smith family of Olney, Illinois. He was in his neat-o chaplain’s captain uniform as he showed us the
effectiveness of the body armor of Christ, by propping one of these steel-jacketed Testaments against a treetrunk and firing at it with his little pocket pistol (I think a .32), with his 1st shot embedding a slug as far as
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verses 6:13-17 in St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians. I did not understand how low a Captain’s wages were,
I understood only that these young enlisted men would be able to go into combat unafraid because they had
prayed to Jesus first, and because no evil-doing Jap could get at them while that steel-jacketed New Testament
they had purchased from their chaplain, my father, was in their left shirt pocket protecting their heart from
harm.

Jesus H. Christ
Entoning the Biblical “A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not come
nigh thee” (I think: I no longer have a memory, at age 82, specifically what verse had been accessed in this
manner) my father retrieved the steel-jacketed New Testament from the trunk and opened to a page indented
by his bullet and read to us a verse that had been thus brought to our attention by God:
For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:
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And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Of course, he then explained to his brothers, and to credulous little moi-même, how he had gone about
fabricating this miracle of God: this New Testament that had the bullet embedded in it by which God led him
to this particularly useful verse was not the copy that he had fired at, as he had of course missed that shot —
he wouldn’t have been able to hit a barn with that little pocket pistol of his, even were he to fire from within
the barn. As he had walked toward the tree and plucked that copy, unharmed, from its perch atop a stub of bark,
there had been another copy, the prepared copy, concealed in the palm of his hand. Slipping the tree copy into
his pocket, he had walked back and displayed to us the copy that had been concealed in the palm of his hand.
This was a carefully prepared copy, one in which he had previously drilled out a hole reaching precisely
(perhaps) to St. Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians, verses 6:13-17 (the verse about the whole armor of God), into
which hole he had glued a copper-coated lead bullet. This was the copy he was performing his little miracle
with, over and over in his sessions with soldiers who were under his spiritual care at his duty station in San
Diego (then he would sell them their own copies of this edition, and lie to them that he was passing the copies
along only at what the copies had cost him in bulk).
After my father had left on his way back to San Diego, I went over to that tree with my little pocket clasp knife,
the one with which I played “mumbly-peg,” and found the place where his actual bullet had struck its trunk.
I pried the bullet out, and I carried that bullet around in my pocket for, I suppose, years and years (I don’t now
remember what eventually became of it, just as I don’t now remember precisely what the New Testament verse
had been, that he had used for his miracle trickiness). I still have one of these little steel-jacketed life assurance
New Testaments on my bookshelf, in its original little sales box with a “salvation” tract tucked into it —
unfortunately, this is not the same one that Dad had prepared for his miracle purposes.

“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
1941: Communist activist Ho Chi Minh secretly returned to Vietnam after 30 years in exile to organize a
nationalist organization known as the Viet Minh (Vietnam Independence League). After the Japanese had
occupied Vietnam during World War II, the US Office of Strategic Services (OSS) would ally with Ho and his
guerrillas to harass Japanese troops in the jungles and to help rescue downed American pilots.159
The Irish potato catastrophe of the 1840s was re-enacted on a smaller scale in Kenya when, to obtain more
potatoes to feed the Allied troops of World War II, seed potatoes were sent into East Africa from the United
Kingdom (previously, the small area devoted to growing potatoes in Kenya had been P. infestans-free).

159. The enemy of my enemy is my friend (or at least, I read that somewhere).
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January 1941: After due consideration of all its options and advantages, the USA shared the secret of the
Japanese military code scheme with its British allies.
WORLD WAR II
Based on their experiments with a natural-uranium reactor, German scientists dismissed the idea of using
graphite as a moderator.

ATOM BOMB
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January 1, Wednesday, 1941: In the 1st move toward a Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Admiral Isoroku
Yamamoto, Commander in Chief of the Japanese combined fleet, ordered Rear Admiral Takijiro Onishi to
prepare a preliminary study for such a surprise air attack.
WORLD WAR II

Now let’s see,
if we can achieve surprise...
The current FBI seal came into limited use at this time. (The unimaginative prior seal had been merely the
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Department of Justice thingie, with an added band for the FBI and its motto.)

It would be during this year that Robinson Jeffers would publish at the head of BE ANGRY AT THE SUN AND
OTHER POEMS a counterfactual poem that would get him into serious trouble, about how politicians allegedly
publish falsehoods:

Be Angry at the Sun
That public men publish falsehoods
Is nothing new. That America must accept
Like the historical republics corruption and empire
Has been known for years.
Be angry at the sun for setting
If these things anger you. Watch the wheel slope and turn,
They are all bound on the wheel, these people, those warriors.
This republic, Europe, Asia.
Observe them gesticulating,
Observe them going down. The gang serves lies, the passionate
Man plays his part; the cold passion for truth
Hunts in no pack.
You are not Catullus, you know,

WORLD WAR II
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To lampoon these crude sketches of Caesar. You are far
From Dante’s feet, but even farther from his dirty
Political hatreds.
Let boys want pleasure, and men
Struggle for power, and women perhaps for fame,
And the servile to serve a Leader and the dupes to be duped.
Yours is not theirs.

January 27, Monday, 1941: Indian troops occupied Agordat (Ak’ordat), Eritrea.
Dr. Ricardo Shreiber, the Peruvian envoy in Tokyo, notified Max Bishop, 3rd secretary of the US embassy,
that he had learned from his intelligence sources that there was in existence a Japanese naval war plan
involving a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. This information forwarded sent to the US State Department and
to Naval Intelligence, as well as to Admiral Husband E. Kimmel in the Hawaiian Islands.

WORLD WAR II
January 31, Friday, 1941: An armistice was signed between France and Thailand aboard a Japanese warship
in Saigon, ending a border dispute that had been going on for 4 months.
WORLD WAR II
In Newton, New Jersey, 9 leaders of the German-American Bund were sentenced to prison terms of 12-14
months, for violation of that state’s race hatred law.
Evocations for piano by Carl Ruggles was performed publicly for the initial time, at the Detroit Institute of the
Arts (the concert inaugurated an exhibition of 20 of Ruggles’ paintings).
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February 1, Saturday, 1941: The Japanese government announced the beginning of the rationing of rice.
At 8:20AM, 2 farm-workers heard shots as they walked across Dovehouse Farm, Ramsey Hollow,
Huntingdonshire. They found a German, Josef Jakobs, with a badly broken leg, who was eager to surrender
his pistol and obtain medical care. His parachute was of camouflage material, he had a flashlight with a
flashing device, he had torn up a code sheet, and he had buried a wireless transmitter. His map was marked to
indicate the location of the RAF aerodrome of Upwood and the satellite airfield of Warboys. Under his flying
suit he was found to be attired in civilian clothing.
The US Navy announced a reorganization of the United States Fleet: old names Atlantic Fleet and Pacific Fleet
revived; Asiatic Fleet remains unchanged. Admiral H.E. Kimmel relieved Admiral J.O. Richardson as
Commander in Chief United States Pacific Fleet, with additional duty as Command in Chief United States
Fleet; Patrol Force, United States Fleet, would come to be known as Atlantic Fleet, and Admiral E.J. King
would become Commander in Chief United States Atlantic Fleet; Admiral T.C. Hart would continue as
Commander in Chief United States Asiatic Fleet.
WORLD WAR II
February 18, Tuesday, 1941: Thousands of Australian troops arrived in Singapore to prepare the island and
Malaya for a possible attack by Japan.
WORLD WAR II
South African troops captured Mega, just north of the Kenya-Ethiopia border, taking 1,000 Italians prisoners.
March 10, Monday, 1941: The last transport of Jews from Bydogszcz arrived at the Warsaw Ghetto.
WORLD WAR II
Japan mediated the undeclared war between France and Indochina; France ceded territory to Thailand and
gave Japan a monopoly over the Indochinese rice crop and the right to the airport at Saigon.
Olivier Messiaen wrote from Neussargues, Cantal that he was no longer a prisoner of war, and was now with
his wife and son.
Sinfonietta for orchestra by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in Jordan Hall, Boston.
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March 29, Saturday, 1941: British and South African forces captured Diredawn (Dire Dawa), in Ethiopia east
of Addis Ababa.
WORLD WAR II
New York ex-mayor Fiorello La Guardia was named director general of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration.
Sinfonia da Requiem op.20 by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New
York. The work had been composed on commission from the government of Japan to celebrate the 2,600th
anniversary of the Japanese dynasty, but had considerably offended them.
March 31, Monday, 1941: German and Italian forces attacked Agheila (Al’Uqaylah), Libya.
Bohuslav Martinu and his wife reached New Jersey from Lisbon aboard the Exeter.
A South Greenland Survey Expedition composed of State, Treasury, War, and Navy Department
representatives arrived at Godthaab, Greenland, its purpose being to scout out sites for military and naval
installations, and gather hydrographic data.
The British light cruiser HMS Bonaventure was sunk north of Sollum by the Italian submarine
Ambra.139 perished.160

160. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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A Navy report by Bellinger and Martin predicted that if Japan made war on the USA, they would strike Pearl
Harbor without warning at dawn with aircraft from a maximum of 6 carriers. (For years Navy planners had
been assuming that Japan, on the outbreak of a war in the Pacific, would strike the American fleet wherever it
was, since this powerful fleet on its flank would represent the only threat to Japan’s plans.)

WORLD WAR II

GI Joe asserts:
“What, me worry?”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
April 1941: Brigadier General George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to Major General and assumed
command of the 2d Armored Division stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia.
WORLD WAR II

The Japanese army161 initiated a program for the construction of a uranium fission device, the initial step being
the production of quantities of enriched 235Uranium using the method of thermal diffusion. The program
would be named “Ni-Go” and does not seem to have involved any concept of the construction of a dirty bomb.
Uranium yellow-cake ore would be obtained from the hills of Fukushima Prefecture, Japan, using school
students for field labor in the absence of adult males (all of whom would be serving in the military).162
April 13, Sunday, 1941: At Moscow, the USSR and Japan signed a 5-year Russo-Japanese Non-Aggression
Pact, together with a joint declaration regarding the frontiers of the Japanese protectorate at Manchukuo.
WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT
May 9, Friday, 1941: Thailand annexed West bank Champsask and Xainyaburi provinces of French
Indochina (Laos).
Ustashi killed 400 Serbians from the village of Veljun.
A French Indochinese/Thai peace treaty was signed at Tokyo, with a Japanese guaranty of new borders.
WORLD WAR II

161. The Japanese navy would independently begin a similar program, named “F-Go.”
162. A number of the student laborers are still alive, such as Kiwamu Ariga and Kuniteru Maeda, and remember being told, most
impressively, that they were involved in the building of a bomb the size of a matchbox that would be capable of destroying the entire
city of New York. Mr. Ariga comments that “I have no doubt Japan would have used it if it succeeded.” He adds, reflecting on the
current Fukushima disaster, “We were brainwashed during the war, and we were brainwashed again after the war. Maybe we will
get wise the third time.”
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May 12, Monday, 1941: Vignettes de danse for orchestra by Frank Bridge was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Glasgow.
Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo of Japan presented US Secretary of State Cordell Hull with a Japanese
proposal for a “just peace in the Pacific.”
WORLD WAR II
May 14, Wednesday, 1941: Germany proclaimed a Red Sea “danger zone.”
WORLD WAR II
Japanese negotiators sent an ultimatum to the government of the Dutch East Indies. They demanded a
permanent Japanese presence in the region.
Bulgaria annexed Greek Macedonia, Greek Thrace, and most of Yugoslavian Macedonia.
As a diversion from their Crete operation, the Germans launched a massive air attack on Malta.
Third Construction for four percussionists by John Cage was performed for the initial time, in San Francisco.
Also premiered were Lou Harrison’s Song of Quetzalcoatl and Simfony #13, both for 4 percussionists, on the
composer’s 24th birthday. The 2 composers combined on a piece called Double Music for percussion.
June 1941 (to age 31/2): Since we had fled from Kansas with Dust Bowl clouds overhead while I was still an
infant in arms, Dad and Mom and I had been residing in Wilmington, Delaware, with the Peitsches.
The Reverend and Mrs. Peitsch were Japan missionaries who were then in the process of begging around the
churches, for funds to go back to their ministry in Japan (it was the usual thing: the only person they had
converted to Christianity had been their houseboy whose rice, one might say, might have been expected to have
depended on some such performance, maybe).
ASSLEY

Fantasy
(written in June, 1941)163
Finally in white innocence
The fighter planes like swallows dance,
The bombers above ruined towns
Will drop wreaths of roses down,
Doves will nest in the guns’ throats
And the people dance in the streets,
Whistles will bawl and bells will clang,
On that great day the boys will hang
Hitler and Roosevelt in one tree,
Painlessly, in effigy,
To take their rank in history;
Roosevelt, Hitler and Guy Fawkes
Hanged above the garden walks,
While the happy children cheer,
Without hate, without fear,
163. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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And new men plot a new war.
— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
June 6, Friday, 1941: A bill was signed that authorized the Government to requisition any foreign merchant
ships found lying idle in United States ports.
Talks between Japan and the Dutch East Indies collapsed (the Dutch had made no concessions to the Japanese).
German troops arrived in Finland.
Naval Air Station, Balboa, Canal Zone was established.
WORLD WAR II
June 23, Monday, 1941: German troops entered Lithuania and Latvia.
Dmitri Shostakovich volunteered for active service in the Red Army but was refused due to poor eyesight.
Hungary and Slovakia declared war on the USSR.
Presidential Advisor Harold Ickes sent a memo to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt: “There might develop
from the embargoing of oil to Japan such a situation as would make it not only possible but easy to get into
this war in an effective way. And if we should thus indirectly be brought in, we would avoid the criticism that
we had gone in as an ally of communistic Russia.”
WORLD WAR II
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June 26, Thursday, 1941: Japanese assets in the Dutch East Indies were frozen by the government.
WORLD WAR II
German troops captured Dvinsk (Daugavpils), southwest of Leningrad and the bridges across the Dvina.
Finland announced it had gone to war against the USSR.
A decree in Croatia ordered the arrest and internment of Jews.
Lithuanian citizens of Kovno (Kaunas) began a pogrom against the 35,000 Jewish inhabitants. More than
1,000 were killed.
The Germans reached Bialystok and immediately burned down part of the Jewish quarter. They locked 1,000
Jews into the synagogue and set the building alight. All inside were killed. Pogroms would go on until midJuly.
ANTISEMITISM
July 1941: The US Military Attache in Mexico forwarded a report that the Japanese were constructing special
small submarines for attacking the American fleet in Pearl Harbor, and that a training program then under way
included towing them from Japan to positions off the Hawaiian Islands, where they were practicing surfacing
and submerging.

WORLD WAR II
The British “Maud” Committee reported that if a government could accumulate and concentrate 10 kilograms
of 235Uranium, a weapon could be made. The US Academy of Sciences endorsed the creation of an atomicbomb program.
Robinson Jeffers’s play THE TOWER BEYOND TRAGEDY was staged at the open-air forest theater in Carmel
under the direction of John Gassner, with Dame Judith Anderson as Clytemnestra.
When German troops occupied the town of Vinnitsa in Russia they found in the courtyard of the town’s prison
a mass grave. This pit had been 20 meters long by 6 meters wide and turned out to contain 96 Ukrainian
political prisoners who had just been executed because it had not been possible to evacuate them prior to the
arrival of the Germans. Then, behind the prison in another courtyard, they found a 2nd such pit, from which
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they did not exhume and count the corpses. Persistent rumors among the civilian population of Vinnitsa would
lead to the discovery of such pits at 3 other locations. In a pear orchard outside the town, 38 such pits were
mapped, in the old cemetery 40, and in the People’s Park 35. Most of the victims had been Kulaks, small
landowners, and had made themselves “enemies of the people” by not embracing the collectivization policies
of Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin.” When digging would begin on May 25th, 1943, the
forensics would reveal that the victims had been killed some five years before which is to say, during about
1938. The digging would be interrupted by adverse weather conditions and would never be resumed because,
soon afterward, the Red Army would re-occupy the area. However, by the time the Soviets entered the town a
total of 9,439 corpses, each with a bullet wound in the neck, had been tabulated. Local Ukrainians reported
that from 1938 until the arrival of the German troops in 1941, trucks had kept coming and going day and night,
bringing the corpses of these Kulaks from NKVD prisons.
July 2, Wednesday, 1941: Japan recalled her merchant ships from the Atlantic Ocean, and called more than
1,000,000 army conscripts.
1,160 Jews were shot in Lutsk.
ANTISEMITISM
The Hungarian Parliament prohibited marriages between Jews and Gentiles.
After his application to join the Red Army was rejected, Dmitri Shostakovich applied for a 2d time. This would
also be rejected, so the composer would volunteer for the Home Guard. “I am going to defend my country and
am prepared, sparing neither life nor strength, to carry out any mission I am assigned.”
Blithe Spirit, a play by Noel Coward, was 1st performed, at the Piccadilly Theater, London.
Near the town of Broniki in the Ukraine, in a field of clover, advancing Wehrmacht troops discovered 153
naked bodies. The 180 German soldiers of the 2nd and 6th Infantry Regiments and the 5th Artillery Regiment
who had surrendered to the Red Army in that town on the previous day had been taken into this field just off
the main road and forced to take off all clothing. Their valuables, such as money, rings, and watches, as well
as their uniforms, shirts, and shoes would be taken. As they stood there naked, most of them wounded, they
were then fired upon by machine guns and automatic rifles. A dozen managed to escape into a nearby woods,
and would be able to detail what had occurred. Similar reports from other regiments would give rise among
the Germans to a suspicion that the Soviets, in the early stages of the war, were not taking prisoners. (There
was in fact a division order according to which each Russian soldier who could show that he had killed 20
German soldiers would be granted a 3-day pass to go home, would be decorated, and would be raised in rank.)
WORLD WAR II
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July 10, Thursday, 1941: The 2d Marine Aircraft Wing was formed at San Diego, California.
Jump for Joy, a revue with music mostly by Duke Ellington, opened at the Mayan Theater, Los Angeles.
US Military Attache Smith-Hutton at Tokyo reported that in Ariake Bay the Japanese navy was secretly
practicing aircraft torpedo attacks against capital ships (this bay closely resembles Pearl Harbor).

Soviets counterattacked southwest of Korosten to fierce resistance.
Stalin became Chairman of the High Command.
In the Ukraine, the German Army crossed the River Dnieper.
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Friday, 1941: Concerto Argentino no.1 for piano and chamber orchestra by Alberto Ginastera was
performed for the initial time, in Montevideo.
53 Jews were shot by Germans at Marijampole, southwest of Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
Prince Konoye formed a new Japanese cabinet; Vice Admiral T. Toyoda succeeded Matsuoka as Foreign
Minister.
WORLD WAR II
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July 22, Tuesday, 1941: Japan and Vichy France agreed to a mutual defense pact.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt read a report from Admiral Richmond Turner: “It is generally believed
that shutting off the American supply of petroleum [to Japan] will lead promptly to the invasion of Netherland
East Indies [by Japan] ... it seems certain [that such a Japanese attack] would also include military action
against the Philippine Islands, which would immediately involve us in a Pacific war.”
WORLD WAR II

July 23, Wednesday, 1941: The Vichy government of Indochina agreed to the peaceful entry of Japanese
troops into Indochina.
After 30 days of resistance, the Soviet border garrison at Brest-Litovsk surrendered.
Fighting resumed between Ecuador and Peru over their common undefined border.
WORLD WAR II
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July 24, Thursday, 1941: The Holy Ghost’s Ark for mezzo-soprano, oboe, clarinet, viola and cello by Ernst
Krenek to words of Donne, was performed for the initial time, at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt told the Volunteer Participation Committee that “If we had cut the oil off,
[the Japanese] probably would have gone down to the Dutch East Indies a year ago, and you would have had
war.”
WORLD WAR II

125,000 Japanese troops moved into French Indochina.
The Kishinev ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
July 25, Friday, 1941: German forces entered Talinn, Estonia.
Responding to the opportunity offered by the Japanese seizure of Indochina, and in addition, we know now,
following a grand agenda of his own, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, by issuing a Presidential Order
freezing all Japanese assets in the USA, effectively cut them off from their main supply of oil by preventing
them from paying for it. Followed by similar action on the part of Great Britain and the Netherlands East
Indies, this action amounted to a commercial blockade of Japan. US relations with Japan were suspended.
There was a run on Japanese banks.
WORLD WAR II
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July 26, Saturday, 1941: Great Britain imposed economic sanctions on Japan and froze all Japanese assets in
areas under their control.
Japanese and Chinese assets in United States were frozen. British notice of denunciation of commercial
agreements with Japan.
Army Forces, Far East (Lieutenant General Douglas MacArthur) was organized.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered the 150,000 men of the Philippine military into the United States
Army for the duration of the current national emergency.
Ukrainians in Lvov began 3 days of looting and killing of Jews, unencumbered by occupying Germans.
ANTISEMITISM
Romanian troops completed the occupation of Bessarabia and Bukovina, which had been taken from them by
the USSR in 1940.
Ecuador and Peru agreed to another truce in their border dispute.
WORLD WAR II
July 28, Monday, 1941: Japan froze United States assets.
The government of the Netherlands East Indies cut off all oil shipments to Japan, canceling an agreement of
the previous year. They froze all Japanese assets and severely restricted all commerce with Japanese-held
areas. This effectively cut Japan off from most of its oil supplies.
German forces captured Kingisepp, southwest of Leningrad.
After 3 days of murder by Ukranians in Lvov, at least 2,000 Jewish corpses lay scattered about.
ANTISEMITISM
Finland and Great Britain broke diplomatic relations.
WORLD WAR II
July 29, Tuesday, 1941: With French permission, the Japanese occupied southern Indochina.
A Japanese ship began landing troops at Cam Ranh Bay, French Indochina.
The Red Army created a new defense line for Moscow between Rzhev and Vyazma.
Photographs of fireman Dmitri Shostakovich were taken at his post on the roof of the Leningrad Conservatory.
These were disseminated around the world as a symbol of Soviet resistance against Nazi aggression.
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July 30, Wednesday, 1941: A Polish-Soviet agreement of cooperation was signed at London.
The United States recognized the Czechoslovak government-in-exile at London.
At Chunking, China, the river gunboat Tutuila (PR-4) was bombed by Japanese planes. Japan would apologize
for the incident.
About 13,000 Japanese troops occupied Saigon.
British carrier planes attacked Kirkenes, Norway and Petsamo (Pechenga), Finland. 15 planes were lost.
The USSR and the Polish government-in-exile agreed to end their state of war and to respect pre-war borders.
WORLD WAR II
July 31, Thursday, 1941: The German swordsman Hermann Göring instructed fellow Nazi Reinhard
Heydrich to prepare a comprehensive plan for the “Final Solution (Endlösung) of the Jewish Question
WORLD WAR II
(Judenfrage).”
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Japan apologized for bombing the river gunboat Tutuila (PR-4).
An Economic Defense Board was created.
German forces reached the south shore of Lake Ilmen.
The United States recognized the Czechoslovak government-in-exile.
Peru and Ecuador again ceased hostilities.
Henry Cowell’s Shipshape Overture for band was performed for the initial time, in State College,
Pennsylvania. Also premiered was Cowell’s Four Assorted Movements for flute, oboe, clarinet, bass clarinet,
bassoon, horn and piano (ad lib).
The Wannsee Conference, held 6 months later, would be attended by 15 bureaucrats, led by Reinhard
Heydrich and including Herr Adolf Eichmann, chief of Jewish affairs for the Reich Central Security Office
(Reichssicherheitshauptamt).
ANTISEMITISM
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August 4, Monday, 1941: Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship HMS Darkdale, a new oil tanker, arrived at St. Helena
Island to be Fleet Oiler there, loaded with 3,000 tons of fuel oil, 850 tons of aviation spirit, 500 tons of diesel
oil, and some lubricating oil. Prior to coming to anchor it caused slight damage to a Norwegian tanker M.V.
Nyholm.
Japan ended all steamship traffic with the United States.
Josef Jakobs, a German who had been found injured in the English countryside wearing civilian clothing
underneath a flying suit, was taken before a court-martial at the Duke of York Headquarters in Chelsea,
charged with “Committing treachery in that you at Ramsay in Huntingdonshire on the night of 31 January
1941/1 February 1941 descended by parachute with intent to help the enemy.” The inquiry took two days. He
asked whether he would be shot or hanged if found guilty, and was informed that since this was a military
rather than a civilian court, he would be shot. He admitted to being an officer in the Intelligence Section of the
German General Staff. He was found guilty and sentenced to execution by firing squad. He would petition the
King, alleging that he was a friend of England who had come to this county to help her in her fight against
Germany. He asked to be held until the end of the war, when he would be able to prove his innocence of the
charge. This would get him exactly nowhere, of course.
WORLD WAR II
August 8, Friday, 1941: Sergei Prokofiev and his mistress Mira Mendelson boarded a special train along with
other “artistic laborers,” to be evacuated from Moscow to Nalchik in the Caucasus. They would remain there
for three months.
The Japanese Ambassador to the United States of America suggested a conference between President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and the Japanese Prime Minister (this was the previous Prime Minister, not yet General Tojo
Hideki, right?).
WORLD WAR II
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August 9, Saturday-12, Tuesday, 1941: At the Atlantic Conference at Placentia Bay, Argentia, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill considered the presentation of an
ultimatum to Japan and the occupation of the Cape Verde Islands (Portuguese) by US forces.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Roosevelt insisted that “Everything was to be done to force an ‘incident’ to justify hostilities.”
WORLD WAR II

August 10, Sunday, 1941: First Concerto for Flute and Percussion by Lou Harrison was performed for the
initial time, at Bennington College, Vermont by Otto Luening, Henry Cowell and Frank Wigglesworth.
The top British agent, Dusko Popov, code named “Tricycle,” informed the Federal Bureau of Investigation of
a planned attack on Pearl Harbor and suggested that it would be soon. This made the FBI suspicious. The Brit
was informed that his information was “too precise, too complete to be believed. The questionnaire plus the
other information you brought spell out in detail exactly where, when, how, and by whom we are to be
attacked. If anything, it sounds like a trap.” Tricycle also reported that a senior Japanese naval person had gone
to Taranto to collect all secret data on the attack there and that this had seemed to be of utmost importance to
them (the information would be provided to Naval Intelligence).

“Tricycle” insists
it is coming soon
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
August 18, Monday, 1941: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced that the United States was
ferrying combat aircraft to the British in the Near East by way of Brazil and Africa.
At Kovno (Kaunas), when the ghetto was sealed off, 534 Jewish intellectuals were taken outside the city and
shot. This was only a part of it — on this day in Kovno a total of 1,811 Jews perished.
ANTISEMITISM
Representative John Dingell of Michigan sent a letter to President Roosevelt laying out his personal plan for
peace: if we would hold 10,000 Japanese Americans of the Hawaiian Islands as “hostages,” the nation of Japan
would manifest “good behavior.”164
WORLD WAR II
August 27, Wednesday, 1941: British and Indian forces reached Eslamabad, Iran. The British took Shahabad.
The Iranian government resigned.
The Soviets began the evacuation of 23,000 troops from Tallinn.
Former French Prime Minister Pierre Laval and Marcel Déat, editor of the Paris newspaper L’Oeuvre, were
shot and wounded near Versailles by Paul Colette, a young member of the Resistance.
Japan protested shipment of United States goods to Vladivostok through Japanese waters.
WORLD WAR II
September 7, Sunday, 1941: Gondoleiro for chorus and band by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of Alves was
performed for the initial time, in the Vasco da Gama stadium of Rio de Janeiro. The composer conducted
30,000 singers and 500 instrumentalists.
The United States merchant ship Steel Seafarer was sunk by a German air attack in the Gulf of Suez.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s mother, Sara Delano Roosevelt, died at Springwood, Hyde Park, at the
age of 86.
“X” day for a Pearl Harbor attack was set by the Japanese Staff Officers as November 16th, 1941.
WORLD WAR II

164. In 2003, a Republican high security official in President George W. Bush’s government would announce that the Japanese
Americans had been put in concentration camps in the desert during World War II in order to protect them against angry white
Americans who would have attacked them had they been free. Oh, my God, those ungrateful yellow sons of bitches, there we were
just trying to be nice to them — and now they go around all la-de-dah?
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September 24, Wednesday, 1941: 70,000 Yugoslav partisans captured Uzice and its rifle factory. They would
hold the town for two months.
The Comité national français was established in London by Charles de Gaulle.
Inter-Allied Council Statement on the Principles of the Atlantic Charter.

READ THE FULL TEXT
A coded message was intercepted, from Japanese Naval Intelligence to Japan’s consul general in Honolulu,
requesting a grid of the exact locations of US naval vessels at Pearl Harbor anchorage. At the time we had
about 95 ships in port. The text of this message read, in decoded English translation:
Strictly secret.
Henceforth, we would like to have you make reports concerning
vessels along the following lines insofar as possible:
1. The waters (of Pearl Harbor) are to be divided roughly into
five subareas (We have no objections to your abbreviating as
much as you like.)
Area A. Waters between Ford Island and the Arsenal.
Area B. Waters adjacent to the Island south and west of Ford
Island. (This area is on the opposite side of the Island from
Area A.)
Area C. East Loch.
Area D. Middle Loch.
Area E. West Loch and the communication water routes.
2. With regard to warships and aircraft carriers, we would like
to have you report on those at anchor (these are not so
important) tied up at wharves, buoys and in docks. (Designate
types and classes briefly. If possible we would like to have you
make mention of the fact when there are two or more vessels
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alongside the same wharf.)

WORLD WAR II
Fall 1941: At an early point during this fall, Kilsoo Haan, an agent for the Sino-Korean People’s League,
indicated to Eric Severeid of CBS that the Korean underground in Korea and Japan had obtained proof not
only that the Japanese military was planning an attack on the US naval facilities at Pearl Harbor on the island
of Oahu, but also that this attack was scheduled to take place before Christmas. (Allegedly, one Korean had
sighted the actual plans!)
WORLD WAR II

Koreans knew.
Eric Severeid of CBS knew.
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October 1941: The USSR top spy Richard Sorge informed the Kremlin in Moscow that the US naval facility
at Pearl Harbor, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands would be attacked by Japan within 60 days. In response,
Moscow assured him that this information was being passed to the USA. (According to the New York Daily
News of May 17, 1951, all references to Pearl Harbor in the War Department’s copy of Sorge’s 32,000-word
confession to the Japanese were suppressed.)

The information was accurate. During this month, we now know, Admiral Nagano was indeed beginning
definitive preparations for the Japanese attack.
WORLD WAR II
October 2, Thursday, 1941: Movements 2, 5 and 6 of American Melting Pot for chamber orchestra by Henry
Cowell were performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
Operation Typhoon, the German advance on Moscow, began.
German forces launched a massive offensive toward Moscow.
Six synagogues in Paris were dynamited by the S.S. 2,146 Jews were shot in Zagare, Lithuania. 976 Jews were
shot in Butrimonys, Lithuania, with German soldiers placing benches at the site to give Lithuanians a “good
view.”
ANTISEMITISM
Ezra Pound considered Japan’s Chinese enemies to be as much the victims of the international money lenders
and intriguers as were the Japanese themselves. In his typical lively imagery, he offered that:
There are millions of Chinamen, many of them living on very short
rations in the interior and about as much interested in Chiang
Kai-shek as they are in the White Socks and the Phillies, if
there still are any Phillies. You could get more enthusiasm out
of those Chinks for a Hot Dog Championship on the Northside than
you could for Chiang’s foreign party in China. A lot of China
is not pro-Kai-shek. A lot of China is not for that gang of
foreign investors.
WORLD WAR II
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October 16, Thursday, 1941: German and Romanian troops captured Odessa after a two-month siege.
At Harbin, the Manchukuo/Outer Mongolia border talks came to a successful conclusion.
The initial deportations of Jews from Greater Germany to Poland took place. Between this day and November
4th, 19,827 Jews would be sent to Lodz.
ANTISEMITISM
When five US destroyers from Iceland came to the aid of a convoy, a German submarine put a torpedo into
the USS Kearney, killing eleven sailors.
The USSR moved its government apparatus to Kuibyshev.
John Cage relocated from Oakland, California to Chicago.
It has been alleged that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on this day grossly humiliated the Japanese
Ambassador, and refused to meet with Premier Konoye — and that his offensiveness was deliberate, and was
intended for the nefarious purpose of helping the war party led by General Tojo Hideki to achieve control.

(If this account were true it would of course problematize the received attitude, that the USA entered World
War II only because an aggressor nation made a outrageous and treacherous sneak attack upon our sacred soil.)
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October 17, Friday, 1941: Symphony no.3 by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
The critics were extremely positive.
The German U-boat U-568 torpedoed the US destroyer Kearny (DD-432) as it was dropping depth charges
southwest of Iceland, in the wake of a British convoy, in order to discourage attack upon that convoy. Eleven
American crewmen were killed and twenty-two injured — and Führer Adolf Hitler, who of course did not
want America to enter the war, would personally order that his submarine’s commander be disciplined.
The US Navy ordered United States merchantmen in Asiatic waters to seek refuge at friendly ports.
In Japan, the government of Prince Fumimaro Konoye resigned.
WORLD WAR II

October 18, Saturday, 1941: The war party leader, General Tojo Hideki, became Prime Minister of Japan.
A diary entry by Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes almost makes it seem as if our federal government was
seeking a way to get itself into war with Germany by way of Japan: “For a long time I have believed that our
best entrance into the war would be by way of Japan.” (This of course problematizes the received attitude,
upon which so many still insist, that we entered World War II only because an aggressor nation made a
outrageous and treacherous sneak attack on our soil.)
WORLD WAR II
October 22, Wednesday, 1941: Tokyo carries out its first practice blackout.
When Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship HMS Darkdale, a new oil tanker, was torpedoed with four torpedoes while
anchored in position 15.55.03 S 05.42.15 W off Jamestown Harbor, St. Helena by German submarine U68
(Kapitan Karl-Freidrich Merten) in James Bay off Jamestown, it exploded and turned over and sank and
the only 2 survivors out of its crew of 43 were Captain Thomas H. Card and Chief Engineer
Alexander B. McIntyre, who happened to be ashore. There were only 3 explosions as one German torpedo did
not strike or failed to detonate.
Germans in Odessa locked 12,000 Jews into four giant warehouses, and set them afire. Those managing to
escape to the roof met machine-gun bullets and hand grenades. The fourth warehouse, the one that had been
filled with the men, was destroyed by artillery. In all 25,000 Jews would be killed in Odessa.
ANTISEMITISM
Most of the Soviet government, diplomatic corps, and numerous important cultural figures including Dmitri
Shostakovich and Aram Khachaturian arrived from Moscow by train in Kuibyshev.
WORLD WAR II
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Late October 1941: Kilsoo Haan, an agent for the Sino-Korean People’s League, convinced US Senator Guy
Gillette that the Japanese were planning to attack the US fleet in December or January.

Koreans knew.
Eric Severeid of CBS knew.
Senator Guy Gillette knew.
Senator Gillette personally alerted the State Department, Army and Navy Intelligence, and President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt.
WORLD WAR II
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November 1, Saturday, 1941: The “Rainbow Bridge,” an international bridge over the Niagara River, opened
to traffic.
Sergei Rakhaminov played a benefit recital at Carnegie Hall for Russian relief charities.
The US Coast Guard was place under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Navy for duration of the
national emergency.
Allegedly, the USA intercepted and decoded a Japanese Navy order to continue drills against anchored capital
ships to prepare to “ambush and completely destroy the US enemy.” This message allegedly included
references to armor-piercing bombs and to “near surface torpedoes.”
WORLD WAR II
Construction began at the Belzec extermination camp.
ANTISEMITISM
November 5, Wednesday, 1941: The Japanese government announced that it had dispatched a top diplomat,
Saburo Kurusu, to Washington DC to aid in negotiations. A Japanese Imperial Conference agreed to an attack
upon Pearl Harbor in December — if satisfactory agreement with the USA could sooner be reached.
WORLD WAR II
November 10, Monday, 1941: The Germans ordered the death penalty for any Jew escaping the Warsaw
ghetto.
ANTISEMITISM
The 1st United States-escorted troop convoy (Rear Admiral A.B. Cook) transporting more than 20,000 British
troops sailed from Halifax for the Far East.
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced that “should the United States become involved in war
with Japan, a British declaration would follow within the hour.”
WORLD WAR II
November 12, Wednesday, 1941: The FBI raided Los Angeles’s Little Tokyo, rounding up 15 JapaneseAmerican businessmen and community leaders. They seized records and membership lists for such
organizations as the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and the Central Japanese Association. These community
leaders cooperated with authorities, while a spokesman for the Central Japanese Association stated: “We teach
the fundamental principles of America and the high ideals of American democracy. We want to live here in
peace and harmony. Our people are 100% loyal to America.”
WORLD WAR II
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November 13, Thursday, 1941: Between Malta and Gibraltar, the British aircraft carrier Ark Royal was badly
damaged by a German U-boat. It would make an attempt to limp to safe harbor at Gibraltar.
Several selections from the series for piano Guia prática by Heitor Villa-Lobos were performed for the initial
time, in Rio de Janeiro: Album 1 (no.4), Album 5 (nos.1,2), Album 7 (nos. 1,3), Album 9 (nos.2,5), Album 10
(nos.2,6).
The German Ambassador to the USA, Herr Dr. Hans Thomsen (1891-1968), Charge d’Affaires ad interim, an
anti-Nazi, had earlier this month informed Friend Malcolm Read Lovell of a Quaker monthly meeting in
Manhattan that the Japanese were preparing to attack US forces in the Pacific. On this day this allegation about
Japan by Germany was passed to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt by OSS chief William J. Donovan.

This top-secret memo would be discovered in the National Archives in 2007 or 2008 by the Nazi War Crimes
and Japanese Imperial Government Records Interagency Working Group. We are therefore now able to present
you here with the exact wording of the warning that was being passed via this American Quaker by this
German diplomat some three weeks prior to the “sneak attack” of the Japanese upon US naval facilities at Pearl
Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands:
In the last analysis, Japan knows that unless the United States
agrees to some reasonable terms in the Far East, Japan must face
the threat of strangulation, now or later. Should Japan wait
until later to prevent this strangulation by the United States,
she will be less able to free herself than now, for Germany is
now occupying the major attention of both the British empire and
the United States. If Japan waits, it will be comparatively easy
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for the United States to strangle Japan. Japan is therefore
forced to strike now, whether she wishes to or not.
(One can imagine the crippled mentation of the President as he received in the Oval Office this critical
intelligence from his buddy Wild Bill Donnovan (1883-1959): “Heh heh heh, they are putty in my hands.”
The only response ever made by the US intelligence community to this critical intelligence was to offer Herr
Thomsen a personal bribe of $1,000,000 if he would issue a public statement distancing himself from the
regime in Berlin. Thomsen would decline this kind American offer of personal financial security –we may
speculate that he had family members back in Germany whom he needed to protect– and elect to sit out World
War II as part of the German delegation in Stockholm, afterward making himself head of the Hamburg chapter
of the International Red Cross.)
Due to heavy German censorship, the National Broadcasting Company and the Mutual Broadcasting System,
based in the United States, would be unable to continue broadcasts from their correspondents in Berlin.
The United States House of Representatives voted to amend the Neutrality Act to allow arming of merchant
ships and their passage into war zones.
November 14, Friday, 1941: Concerto grosso for chamber orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for
the initial time, in Boston (a scheduled 1938 premiere in Vienna had needed to be canceled due to the German
Anschluss; one scheduled in Prague had needed to be canceled due to the German invasion of Czechoslovakia;
and, a premiere scheduled in Paris during May 1940 had needed to be canceled due to the German invasion of
Belgium).
New laws in Hungary prohibited marriages between Jews and Gentiles, prohibited Jews in the army, and
expropriated Jewish lands.
ANTISEMITISM
Germany banned correspondents of the three major American radio networks: NBC, CBS, and the Mutual
Broadcasting Network.
The British aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal, that had been badly damaged by a German U-boat, slipped beneath
the waves while still somewhat short of making a safe dock at Gibraltar.
The USA intercepted and decoded a communication from the Japanese Navy alerting the Japanese Merchant
Marine that wartime recognition signals would be in effect as of December 1st.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced that the 970 US Marines currently in the cities of Shanghai,
Beijing, and Tientsin in China were to be withdrawn.
WORLD WAR II
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November 17, Monday, 1941: Special Japanese envoy Saburo Kurusu arrived in Washington DC and
conferred with the US Secretary of State.
Serenade for orchestra by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, at Hamline University, St. Paul,
Minnesota.
Symphony no.2 by Virgil Thomson was performed for the initial time, in the Music Hall, Seattle.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a joint resolution of the US houses of Congress to repeal sections
2, 3, and 6 of the Neutrality Act of 1939, passed by the federal Congress on November 13th — from this point,
US merchant ships could be armed and could enter war zones.
WORLD WAR II
November 19, Wednesday, 1941: The Australian Navy’s cruiser HMAS Sydney had been launched in 1940 as
a commercial vessel with the name HMS Phaeton (7,000 tons). Captained by Captain John Burnett, the cruiser
had set out from Fremantle in Western Australia to be retrofitted when it became engaged in a firefight off the
coast of Western Australia with a German raider, the Cormoran, that had been disguised as a Dutch
merchantman and was under the command of Theodor Detmers. Badly damaged and on fire, the Sydney
disappeared into the night, not to be seen again. Its crew of 645, obviously, died. The only piece of wreckage
to be found would be a life-raft which can now be viewed in the Australian National War Memorial in
Canberra. There was to be controversy for decades as to whether the Australian Government was covering up
the circumstances of this ship’s disappearance. (The Cormoran also sank, with 85 deaths, but 315 Germans
would make it to safety on the Australian shore.)
In a speech in Chicago, former President Herbert Hoover suggested that sending armies overseas to fight
would be a “futile waste of American life.”
A Japanese Navy message which the British would decode on November 23rd and the Americans would
decode on November 28th indicated that there was going to be an attack, and that the signal for this would be
issued over Radio Tokyo in the form of a fake weather report — in this broadcast a mention of rain would
indicate a state of war, and a mention of the east (Higashi) would indicate that the attack was against the United
States of America.
WORLD WAR II
November 20, Thursday, 1941: German troops occupied Rostov at the mouth of the Don River.
Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo presented Japan’s “final proposal” to keep the peace of the Pacific.
WORLD WAR II
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November 22, Saturday, 1941: The USA intercepted and decoded a communication from Tokyo warning
Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo in Washington DC against extending the deadline for negotiations to
November 29th: “...this time we mean it, that the deadline absolutely cannot be changed. After that things are
automatically going to happen.” Former CIA Director Allen Dulles has indicated that the US had been warned
in mid-November that the Japanese Fleet had sailed east past Tokyo Bay and was going to attack Pearl Harbor.

A Dutch submarine had been visually tracking the attack fleet to the Kurile Islands in early November and this
info would be passed on by the Dutch to Washington DC, but Washington would not provide this intelligence
to our forces in the Hawaiian Islands. (The intercepts the Dutch gave to the US government are still classified,
in RG 38, Box 792.)
60 trucks crossed Lake Ladoga with food for the city of Leningrad, the first of hundreds of such crossings.
The last Italian holding in East Africa, Gonder, Ethiopia, surrendered to the British.
In a tank battle at Sidi Rezegh, Allied forces were pushed away from Tobruk (Tubruq).
The German army captured Rostov.
WORLD WAR II
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November 23, Sunday, 1941: Pursuant to an agreement with the Netherlands government, the USA occupied
Surinam in Dutch Guiana to protect its bauxite mines.
The USA intercepted and decoded a Japanese Navy communication: “The first air attack has been set for 0330
hours on X-day” (that would be Tokyo time, equivalent to 8AM Honolulu time).
Sonata for english horn and piano by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in New York.
A bomb exploded at the United States consulate in Saigon causing considerable damage but no injuries.
German forces took Istra, west of Moscow.
German and Italians troops attacked British and South Africans at Sidi Rezegh. Losses were so high on both
sides that the German soldiers would dub this day Totensonntag.
At Gambut, New Zealand troops captured a German headquarters with much valuable communication
equipment.
WORLD WAR II

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS,
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER,
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL
THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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November 25, Tuesday, 1941: Renewal for 5 years of the Anti-Comintern Pact of November 25th, 1936 at
Berlin, by Germany, Japan, Italy, Hungary, Spain, Manchukuo, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Finland,
Rumania, Slovakia, and the Nanking regime in China.
Germans crossed the Moscow-Volga Canal at Yakhroma and Dimitrov, north of Moscow.
The Association des Juifs en Belgique (Association of Jews in Belgium) was established.
2,900 Jews were shot near Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
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Providence, Rhode Island banned George Cukor’s and Greta Garbo’s final film, “Two-Faced Woman.”
In this comedy the problem with the Legion of Decency seems not to have been that she allowed herself to be
photographed in the most skimpy of all possible swimsuits. It seems to have been in regard to the storyline:
there is off-screen premarital sex with her bridegroom, that happens while he might, or might not, be persuaded
that she is “the worldly-wise twin sister” of his intended innocent bride. Yeah, hotcha mental stuff!

I vant to be torpedoed.
In the Mediterranean, the HMS Barham, a 31,100-ton British battleship, was hit on the port side by three
torpedoes from the U-boat U331 commanded by Kapitän-Leutnant von Tiesenhausen. About 4 minutes later
the Barham’s 15-inch magazine exploded, completely disintegrating the vessel and releasing an enormous
quantity of black smoke. 862 died including its skipper, Captain G.C. Cooke. 395 would be rescued from the
water by HMS Hotspur and HMAS Nizam. (U331 would be sunk on November 17, 1942 by torpedo-carrying
Swordfish from the carrier HMS Formidable, with 32 deaths. Kapitän-Leutnant Hans-Diedrich Tiesenhausen
would be among the 15 rescued and would survive World War II to die on August 17, 2000, in Vancouver,
Canada at the age of 85.)
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Secretary of War Stimson noted in his diary “Franklin Delano Roosevelt stated that we were likely to be
attacked perhaps as soon as next Monday.”

The British decrypted the Japanese Navy message of November 19th (the US would decode this message on
November 28th) and found that it had indicated that there was going to be an attack, and that the signal for this
was to be issued over Radio Tokyo in the form of a fake weather report — in this broadcast a mention of rain
would indicate a state of war and a mention of the east (Higashi) would indicate that the attack was upon the
United States of America.
Japanese troop transports, en route to Malaya, were sighted off Taiwan.
The Navy Department ordered all US trans-Pacific shipping to take a southern route. Admiral Turner has
testified that “We sent the traffic down to the Torres Straight, so that the track of the Japanese task force would
be clear of any traffic.”
Fleet Admiral (Grand Admiral of the Fleet) Isoroku Yamamoto radioed an order to sail which was decrypted
by the British on this same day and would be decrypted by the Dutch on November 27th. Although precisely
when this order was decrypted by US Naval Intelligence is a national secret, indications are that we must have
decrypted it on or before November 26th:
(a) The task force, keeping its movements strictly secret and
maintaining close guard against submarines and aircraft, shall
advance into Hawaiian waters and upon the very opening of
hostilities, shall attack the main force of the United States
Fleet in Hawaii and deal it a mortal blow. The raid is planned
for dawn on X-day — exact date to be given by later order.
(b) Should the negotiations with the US prove successful, the
task force shall hold itself in readiness forthwith to return
and reassemble.
(c) The task force will move out of Hitokappu Wan on the morning
of 26 November and advance to the standing-by position on the
afternoon of 4 December and speedily complete refueling.165
WORLD WAR II

165. PHA Congressional Hearings Report, volume 1 page 180, transcript page 437-8
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November 26, Wednesday, 1941: The Republic of Lebanon, carved from the predominantly Christian
districts of Syria, was declared independent, although French and British troops remain in the country.
Contact was made between the Tobruk (Tubruq) garrison and relieving Allied forces.
At 3AM, Prime Minister Winston Churchill sent an urgent message to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
presumably alerting him to Fleet Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto’s order to sail that the British had decoded on
the previous day (the content of this message from Churchill to Roosevelt are still unreleased on the grounds
that divulging it would harm our national security). Admiral Stark has testified that “On November 26 there
was received specific evidence of the Japanese intention to wage offensive war against Great Britain and the
United States.” CIA Director William Casey, who was in the OSS in 1941, on page 7 of his book THE SECRET
WAR AGAINST HITLER, would write that “The British had sent word that a Japanese fleet was steaming east
toward Hawaii.” In a message sent on this day from Washington DC, both US aircraft carriers, the Enterprise
and the Lexington, were ordered to exit the anchorage at Pearl Harbor “as soon as possible.”166
The Japanese Naval Carrier Task Force under Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo departed from the Kuril Islands
en route to US Naval Station – Pearl Harbor.

166. One impact of this move was to deprive the air defense forces of the Pearl Harbor naval base of 50 fighter aircraft, amounting
to 40% of its admittedly insufficient fighter cover.
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On this day the US Secretary of State, Hull, delivered an ultimatum to the Japanese government that Japan
must unconditionally withdraw from Indochina and all China. They were to engage in “no support of any
government in China other than the National government” of Chiang Kai-shek —or else. Roosevelt’s
Ambassador to Japan has referred to this as “The document that touched the button that started the war.”
The negative Japanese response to this ultimatum would be delivered in conjunction with its attack on the
US naval facility at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii.167
General Douglas MacArthur’s command advised Hawaii that the Japanese attack fleet was in the South China
Sea, which is to say, that it was nowhere near Hawaii and was not a threat. This message was sent out by Duane
Whitlock, who remembers it.
WORLD WAR II

November 27, Thursday, 1941: Soviet troops retook Rostov.
The 4th Marines left Shanghai — the end of the era of the “Old China Hand.”
The Japanese news agency Domei reported that “there was little hope of bridging the gap between the opinions
of Japan and the United States.”
The Australian Navy destroyer HMAS Parramatta was escorting a munitions ship from Tobruk to Alexandria
when it was torpedoed and sunk off the Libyan port of Bardia by Kapitän-Leutnant Hans Heidtmann’s U559.
138 of the 164 on board died, including Lieutenant Commander J.H.Walker.168
167. Chamberlain, William Henry. “How Franklin Roosevelt Lied America Into War.” The Journal for Historical Review
(November/December 1994, Volume 14 number 6), as excerpted from the anthology PERPETUAL WAR FOR PERPETUAL PEACE,
pages 485-491

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN

(When U559 would be destroyed by depth charges from British destroyers on October 30, 1942,
7 would die and 38 survive.)
Admiral H.R. Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, sent a “war warning” message to commanders of the Pacific
and Asiatic Fleets. However, Secretary of War Stimson issued an unnecessarily confused and confusing
“Hostile Action Possible,” or “DO-DON’T,” warning message. The Naval Court would subsequently find this
message to have had the impact of directing attention away from rather than toward the naval facility at Pearl
Harbor, which may have been its intent. The US Army, which was not equipped for reconnaissance, was
directed to provide reconnaissance, and the US Navy, which was equipped for this, was directed not to provide
it. The US Army was ordered onto a “sabotage alert” the impact of which would be to specifically preclude
their focusing upon any outside threat. Although Admiral Stark’s war warning had been for the entire theater
168. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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of operations, the US Navy’s attention was being diverted to a location 5,000 miles away from the Hawaiian
Islands. The instruction repeated, no fewer than 3 times and as a direct instruction from the Commander-inChief, “The US desires that Japan commit the first overt act Period.”
WORLD WAR II
(What this means is that everything you’ve ever learned about a “sneak attack” amounts to nothing more than
and nothing less than Fake News.)
“Illusion is the most tenacious weed in the collective
consciousness; history teaches, but it has no pupils.”
— Antonio Gramsci, March 11, 1921

November 28, Friday, 1941: US intelligence decrypted the Japanese Navy message of November 19th, that
the British had already decoded on November 25th, to the effect that there was going to be an attack, that the
signal for this was to be issued over Radio Tokyo in the form of a fake weather report, and that in this broadcast
a mention of rain would indicate a state of war and a mention of the east (Higashi) would indicate that the
attack was upon the United States of America.169
WORLD WAR II
The Red Army forced the Germans out of Rostov-on-Don.
New Zealand troops linked up with the Tobruk (Tubruq) garrison at El Duda, thus lifting the siege.
Palestinian leader Haj Amin el-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, met with Führer Adolf Hitler in Berlin.
The two anti-semites pledged mutual support in a common cause.
ANTISEMITISM
Scottish Ballad op.26 for two pianos and orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time,
in the Music Hall of Cincinnati.

169. Admiral Husband E. Kimmel received this information in a November 28th dispatch to him from the US Asiatic Fleet.
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November 29, Saturday, 1941: Sitting in Lafayette Park across from the White House with United Press
reporter Joe Leib, Hull displayed a message stating that Pearl Harbor was going to be attacked on December
7th. (Was this the November 26th message from Winston Churchill that still remains a national secret?
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The New York Times on page 13 of its December 8th Pearl Harbor report, under the headline “Attack Was
Expected,” would allege that the US had known the week before that Pearl Harbor was going to be attacked
— so it seems likely that Leib wasn’t the only reporter whom Hull contacted.)

The FBI embassy tap made an intercept of an uncoded plain-text Japanese telephone conversation in which an
Embassy functionary (Kurusu) inquired “Tell me, what zero hour is. Otherwise, I won’t be able to carry on
diplomacy.” The voice from Tokyo (K. Yamamoto) said softly, “Well then, I will tell you. Zero hour is
December 8 (Tokyo time, i.e., December 7 US time) at Pearl Harbor.”
The Hiyei sent a radio message to the Commander of the 3rd Fleet, which we intercepted.
For a 2d time, General Douglas MacArthur’s command advised our forces in the Hawaiian Islands that the
Japanese attack fleet was in the South China Sea, which is to say, that it was nowhere near Hawaii and was not
a threat. Like the message sent on November 26th, this one was sent out by Duane Whitlock, who remembers
it.
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Germany had pledged to join Japan if it struck against the United States of America.
WORLD WAR II
The Finnish Parliament declared that its war against the USSR was only to regain territory lost in the 19391940 war.
Sarnia: an Island Sequence for piano by John Ireland was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall,
London.
German troops were forced to evacuated Taganrog on the Sea of Azov. Before hundreds of onlookers, 4,500
Jews were murdered in Kerch, Crimea. 2,000 Jews were shot near Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
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November 30, Sunday (December 1, in Tokyo), 1941: The initial 1,000 inmates arrived at the new model
German concentration camp, Theresienstadt, north of Prague. No one would be put to death there although
32,000 would die of hunger and disease.
The prime mover behind the expulsion of Berlin’s Jews was Albert Speer, Hitler’s chief architect. He and his
friend Joseph Goebbels had been planning the clearance of Jewish slum areas in the western part of the city.
In this manner, Speer would be taking control of around 34,000 houses and apartments and begin a
beautification program. The first trainload of these expelled Jews had left Berlin on October 18, 1941, and
altogether were to be 130 such trainloads. (At the “Wolf’s Lair,” Führer Adolf Hitler gave instructions to
Himmler that the Berlin Jews were not to be liquidated — but by the time the order came through they were
all already processed.) On November 7th, train number Do-26, loaded left Berlin for Riga in Latvia with 944
Jews. Arriving at 9:30AM on this day about eight kilometers outside Riga in Skiatawa, in zero temperatures
and three inches of snow on the ground, the Jews were taken from the train to deep trenches previously dug in
a strip of forest and shot. Later that day, on orders of local SS Commander, Friedrich Jeckeln, around 4,000
Jews from Riga itself were transported by truck and shot at these trenches. (This massacre was being witnessed
by Major General Walter Bruns, a 54-year-old German Army bridge-building engineer whose testimony is
now on file at the Public Records Office in London. By the beginning of 1942, Jeckeln would be being credited
with reducing the Jewish population of Riga from 29,500 to 2,600.)
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Foreign Minister Tojo Hideki rejected US proposals for settling the crisis in the Far East. Imperial
Naval Order JN-25 was radioed to the Japanese fleet: “JAPAN, UNDER THE NECESSITY OF HER
SELF-PRESERVATION AND SELF-DEFENSE, HAS REACHED A POSITION TO DECLARE WAR
ON THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” That evening, the Chinese Nationalists recovered this message
in plain text from a Japanese Army plane that they shot down near Canton. This message would of course be
provided by the Nationalists to their allies, the USA and Great Britain.
WORLD WAR II
December 1, Monday, 1941: The British colonial administration in Malaya declared a state of emergency
after reports of Japanese preparations for attack. The Netherlands East Indies Army Air Force was mobilized.
Patrol Wing 9 was commissioned at Quonset Point, just south of Providence, Rhode Island.
WORLD WAR II
The tanker Shiriya, which we knew from a message that we had intercepted on November 14th had been added
to the Japanese Striking Force, radioed that it was “proceeding to a position 30.00 N, 154.20 E. Expect to arrive
at that point on 3 December” (this is a position near the Hawaiian Islands).170
Foreign Minister Togo Shigenori cabled Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo in Washington DC to continue
negotiations “to prevent the U.S. from becoming unduly suspicious.”
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt cut short his scheduled 10-day vacation after one day, in order to meet
with Hull and Stark. The impact of this meeting would be reported on December 2nd by the Washington Post:

170. If message serial numbers mean anything, they indicate that between November 16th and December 7th the Japanese
Striking Force transmitted at least 663 radio messages, or about a message per hour. Indeed, in their general orders –which are still
in existence (Order 820)– there had been no requirement placed upon them to maintain radio silence.
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“President Roosevelt yesterday assumed direct command of diplomatic and military moves relating to Japan.”

The US intercepted and decoded a message giving detailed instructions for the method of internment of
American and British nationals in Asia “on the outbreak of war with England and the United States.”
Our ONI, the Office of Naval Intelligence, Twelfth Naval District, San Francisco, located the missing Japanese
fleet by correlating reports from the four wireless news services and several shipping companies, that they had
been getting strange signals to the west of Hawaii. The Soviet Union must also have known the exact location
of the Japanese fleet on this day, because it seems they asked the Japanese in advance to let one of their ships
pass.
Elemental mercury had been used for many years in various manufacturing processes. In 1865, for instance,
Lewis Carroll’s tale of Alice included a character known as the “Mad Hatter,” because during the 19th Century
hatters had frequently been driven to strange behavior due to their inhaling of the fumes when crude felt was
being treated in hot mercurial baths. The symptoms of their madness included tremors known as the “hatter’s
shakes.” On this day, the US government halted the use of mercurial compounds in the American hat industry.
Why did this happen? Did this happen because the US government needed to protect the health of workers in
the hat industry, or did this happen because in 1863 Alfred Nobel had invented a mercury percussion detonator
the manufacture of which was going to be vital to our WWII war effort? (How cynical are you?)
At St. Florentine, Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain and Marshal Göring reaffirmed Franco/German
collaboration.
The Germans attempted to break through the Soviet defenses at Moscow but failed.
The Germans finally forced New Zealanders out of Sidi Rezegh.
Martial law was lifted in Bohemia and Moravia.
At some point during this month, the Lwow ghetto was being established.
ANTISEMITISM
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December 1, 3:30PM, 1941: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt read Foreign Minister Togo Shigenori’s
message to his ambassador to Germany: “Say very secretly to them that there is extreme danger between Japan
& Anglo-Saxon nations through some clash of arms, add that the time of this war may come quicker than
anyone dreams.” Roosevelt retained a personal copy of this message but the 2d of its three parts is still a
national secret.
WORLD WAR II
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December 2, Tuesday, 1941: A German reconnaissance unit came within 10 kilometers of the Kremlin in a
blinding snowstorm but was driven away.
Many German soldiers refused to continue the attack at Moscow, due to extreme cold and Soviet tenacity.
For a 3d time, General Douglas MacArthur’s command advised our forces in the Hawaiian Islands that the
Japanese attack fleet was in the South China Sea, which is to say, that it was nowhere near Hawaii and was not
a threat. Like the messages sent on November 26th and 29th, this one was sent out by Duane Whitlock, who
remembers it.

Why did they call him “Dugout Doug”?
The Washington Post reported that on the previous day President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had “assumed
direct command of diplomatic and military moves relating to Japan.”

Tokyo sent a ships-in-harbor report, Striking Force telegram No. 994, to its attack fleet at sea, indicating not
only the naval assets present in Pearl Harbor but also the names of these vessels:
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Two battleships (Oklahoma, Nevada), 1 aircraft carrier
(Enterprise) 2 heavy cruisers, 12 destroyers sailed. The force
that sailed on 22 November returned to port. Ships at anchor
Pearl Harbor p.m. 28 November were 6 battleships (2 Maryland
class, 2 California class, 2 Pennsylvania class), 1 aircraft
carrier (Lexington), 9 heavy cruisers (5 San Francisco class, 3
Chicago class, 1 Salt Lake class), 5 light cruisers (4 Honolulu
class, 1 Omaha class)
Under the new regulations repealing Sections 2, 3, and 6 of the Neutrality Act of 1939 in order to authorize
the arming of our merchant ships and the sending of these ships into war zones, the United States merchant
ship Dunboyne received the first Naval Armed Guard crew.
WORLD WAR II
General Hein Ter Poorten, commander of the Netherlands East Indies Army, provided the Japanese “East
Winds, Rain” message, their message to their ships at sea indicating destruction of sensitive documents in
preparation for a war with the United States of America, to the US War Department.
Commander of the Combined Imperial Fleet Yamamoto radioed the attack fleet in plain (uncoded) Japanese:
Climb Niitakayama 1208
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What might such a message mean? Since Mount Niitaka, at 13,113 feet, is known by all to be the highest
mountain in the Japanese Empire, it is clear that the commander’s message means that on December 8th
Japanese time (which would be Sunday, December 7th on our side of the International Dateline), his attack
fleet was commanded to “climb the highest mountain of all.”
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December 4, early Thursday, 1941: Ralph Briggs, at the US Navy’s East Coast Intercept station, intercepted
the “East Winds, Rain” message from Japan indicating destruction of sensitive documents in preparation for
a war with the United States of America and immediately put it on the TWX circuit and notified his
commanding officer. This message, their Dispatch # 7001, has since been deleted. In response, the Office of
US Naval Intelligence instructed all Far Eastern stations, including our embassy in Tokyo, to destroy their
codes and classified documents. The forces responsible for the defense of the Hawaiian Islands were, however,
not informed of the reason for this destruction of codes and classified documents.171
With the Japanese crossing the prearranged line of 100 East and 10 North, the Dutch invoked the “ADB” joint
defense agreement. What this means is that, three days before Japan declared war on us, as of December 4th,
the United States of America already in accordance with its existing treaties was formally in a condition of war
against Japan. General Ter Poorten sent all the details of the Japanese “East Winds, Rain” communication to
Colonel Weijerman, the Dutch military attaché in Washington DC, who personally handed this to General
Marshall, the Chief of Staff of our War Department.172
US General Thorpe, on the island of Java, sent out four messages on this day, warning of an imminent attack
upon Pearl Harbor.
WORLD WAR II

Gen. Thorpe warns:
“It is coming soon.”

171. Washington DC informed the Hawaiian defense forces only that diplomatic codes were being burned world-wide — in order
that, when they noticed that the local consulate was burning its codes, they would not put themselves on military alert.
172. British intelligence passed this message to Lieutenant General Walter C. Short.
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In Washington DC, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox was telling a group of visiting businessmen that within
a few days the US would be at war with Japan — but not to worry, such a war would be over within six months.
The Jap equipment was shoddy, and the Japs themselves, obedient little yellow guys, were inferior human
beings who could excel only in banzai charges and suicide.173 They could only defeat us if we failed to pay
adequate attention to our Protestant Work Ethic:

At this point in time, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt decided to use the information he had, about an
impending attack by Japan upon the United States of America, to resolve one of his primary problems, which
was, how to get the US into a war not with Japan but with Germany — with the US Congress refusing to
declare war, and with Führer Adolf Hitler studiously avoiding any confrontation. Thomas Fleming, in his 2001
historical study THE NEW DEALERS’ WAR: F.D.R. AND THE WAR WITHIN WORLD WAR II (NY: Basic Books,
page 26), has reasoned that at this point the Commander-in-Chief, “pondering this awesome problem,” in full

173. General Douglas MacArthur, when he studied the damage done by the Japanese Zeros over Pearl Harbor, would immediately
hypothesize that the little yellow Emperor-worshipers must have gotten some German pilots to come over and fly their planes for
them.
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awareness that this would be likely to provoke Hitler into an immediate declaration of war against us,
intentionally and deliberately directed that US war plan “Rainbow Five,” a plan which revealed that we were
simply unprepared for any major action against Germany prior to July 1943, be leaked to the American press
so that the Germans would find out about our weakness. The handoff seems to have been from the Commander
in Chief, to General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, to General Henry H. Arnold, chief of the Army Air
Force, by way of an anonymous Army Air Force captain acting as a courier, to Senator Burton K. Wheeler, to
the Washington correspondent for the Chicago Tribune, Chesly Manly. Six months after the event, the President
would brag to Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau about his personal trickiness: “You know I am a juggler,
and I never let my right hand know what my left hand does ... and furthermore I am perfectly willing to mislead
and tell untruths if it will help win the war.”174

174. The FBI investigation of this, done by Louis B. Nichols, revealed within ten days that the person who had sent the Army Air
Force captain as a courier was “a general of high renown and invaluable importance to the war,” and that he was at that time well
aware that his leaking this plan would reveal to the potential enemy the US’s “deficiencies in regard to air power.” Nichols has
reported about the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s inquiry that “When we got to Arnold, we quit.” Clearly, since no action was
taken against General Henry H. Arnold, he must have had the prior approval at least of General George C. Marshall, and it is hard
to imagine how General Marshall might have done such a thing without direction from the Commander-in-Chief. According to
General Albert C. Wedemeyer, “I can’t conceive of anyone else [anyone other than President Roosevelt], including General Arnold,
having the nerve to release that document.” Admiral Erich Raeder of the German High Command immediately noticed the key fact
in the leaked “Rainbow Five” document: The US could not launch any sustained military offensive against the Reich prior to July
1943 at the earliest, and so he advised Adolf Hitler to escalate his attacks and be sure to knock out Great Britain and the Soviet
Union prior to that date.
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December 5, Friday, 1941: After a night of -35° temperatures on the Russian Front panzers would not start
and German guns would not fire. None of the Wehrmacht was equipped for winter fighting. The German
advance towards Moscow was stalled.
Leonard Bernstein sent out cards announcing “the opening of his studio for the teaching of Piano and Musical
Analysis” in his newly acquired apartment on Huntington Avenue in Boston. This would attract one student.
In the morning, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt dictated a letter to Wendell Wilkie to hand to the
Australian Prime Minister, saying “There is always the Japanese to consider. The situation is definitely serious
and there might be an armed clash at any moment.... Perhaps the next four or five days will decide the matters.”

According to John Tolland’s INFAMY (1982, chapter 14, section 5), Secretary of the Navy Knox commented
at a Cabinet meeting, “Well, you know Mr. President, we know where the Japanese fleet is?” “Yes, I know”
said Roosevelt. “I think we ought to tell everybody just how ticklish the situation is. We have information as
Knox just mentioned.... Well, you tell them what it is, Frank.” Knox became very excited and said, “Well, we
have very secret information that the Japanese fleet is out at sea. Our information is...” and then the
Commander in Chief cut him off with a scowl.
Messages sent by the Japanese Striking Force were being picked up by Station Cast in the Philippine Islands.
Japan assures the United States that her troop movements in French Indochina were only precautionary.
On the basis of traffic analysis, our forces in the Hawaiian Islands reported that the carrier force was at sea and
was to the North.
It was noted that all Japanese international shipping had returned to home port.
WORLD WAR II
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All the existing bones of Beijing Man were taken aboard a train by a detail of 9 US Marines who were tasked
to get the bones safely smuggled out of China before the arrival of the 1st Japanese troops (these fossil bones
would make it safely to the Hawaiian Islands, but after the attack at Pearl Harbor would be lost in the
confusion, and to everyone’s regret only plaster casts and sketches now remain; however, fortunately,
additional skeletal remains of Beijing Man have since been discovered).

December 6, Saturday, 1941: At 3AM the Red Army launched a major counter-offensive against the Germans
encircling Moscow. The counterattack was along an 800-kilometer front from Kalinin to Yelets west of
Moscow. The Soviets crossed the Volga River near Kalinin and drove the Germans from Yakhroma, thus
reconnecting the rail link from Moscow to the north.
Since Finland, Hungary, and Rumania had ignored the ultimatum to withdraw from the USSR, the United
Kingdom declared war. Hungary reciprocated by declaring war on the United Kingdom.
A secret new government committee met in Washington to determine whether an atomic bomb might be
produced in the United States, and if so, at what cost.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sent off a message to the Japanese Emperor, on the Pacific conversations.
All our long-range PBY-plane patrols from the Aleutians were ordered stopped, apparently to prevent any
premature discovery of the Japanese attack fleet.
At 9:30PM President Roosevelt read the first 13 parts of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war
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and commented “This means war.”

When he returned to his 34 dinner guests he informed them, “The war starts tomorrow.”

Marshall would perjure himself, by testifying later that he had never received these first 13 parts of the decoded
Japanese diplomatic declaration of war, because we know that he had already read those first parts by 10PM
on this night.
According to John Tolland’s INFAMY (Chapter 16, Section 2), the war cabinet made up of Commander-inChief Roosevelt, top advisor Hopkins, Stimson, Marshall, Secretary of the Navy Knox, and aides John McCrea
and Frank Beatty “sat through the night of 6 December 1941 waiting for the Japs to strike.”
A Japanese message intercepted on December 2nd was decrypted by the US Army. In the message, Tokyo was
prompting informants in the Hawaiian Islands for information about the absence of barrage balloons, antitorpedo nets and air reconnaissance.
A Japanese message intercepted on November 18th was decrypted by the US Army, but would not be passed
on to Hawaii:
1. The warships at anchor in the Harbor on the 15th were as I
told you in my No.219 on that day.
Area A — A battleship of the Oklahoma class entered and one
tanker left port.
Area C — 3 warships of the heavy cruiser class were at anchor.
2. On the 17th the Saratoga was not in harbor. The carrier
Enterprise, or some other vessel was in Area C. Two heavy
cruisers of the Chicago class, one of the Pensacola class were
tied up at docks “KS”. 4 merchant vessels were at anchor in area
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D.
3. At 10:00 A.M. on the morning of the 17th, 8 destroyers were
observed entering the Harbor....
WORLD WAR II
December 7 (7:40AM Honolulu time; December 8th in Tokyo), Sunday, “a day that shall live in infamy,”
1941: Admiral Husband Kimmel was giving his sailors one last weekend of liberty so they would have a
chance to say farewell to their loved ones, and his fleet was all prepared to steam out of Pearl Harbor on
Monday, December 8th, to seek a showdown Trafalgar-like battle with the Japanese fleet, destroying its
offensive capabilities. The admiral’s battle plan was 113 pages in length and had already been approved by
Harold Stark, Chief of Naval Operations.
But that’s not what happened, is it? Instead what we get is Fake News about how those sneaky little yellow
Japs did a sneak attack on our peaceable Christian nation — simply because they attacked a day prior to the
day on which we had been planning to sneak out to attack them. (I’m reminded of the time one of our draught
horses was sick. Grandpa had a piece of water hose from an old washing machine, hanging out in the barn for
just such purposes, and so, to get his horse to take its medicine, he shoved the hose down the horse’s throat
and poured the medicine down the hose. However, he hadn’t gotten that hose far enough down the horse’s
throat –so the medicine wouldn’t go down –so he put his lips to the end of the hose, and went to blow the
medicine down the hose. Well, I’ll never forget this until the day I die — that horse blew first.)
Japan attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, and attacked Great Britain, invading Siam and Malaya
and occupying the International Settlement at Shanghai. A sneak attack! (Well, but although the Japanese
naval forces did not go ashore and take possession of the Kota Baharu airport until later in the day, they
actually began to shell the Malayan coast at Kota Baharu and at Singora and Pattani, Thailand an hour and a
half prior to the first activity at Pearl Harbor — which is strange behavior indeed for someone who is
attempting to sneak up on your in your slumbers!) Soon a Japanese reply rejecting the United States note of
November 26th would be delivered at Washington DC, and Japan would declare a state of war with the United
States and Great Britain. Later in the day, the Netherlands East Indies, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Canada
would declare war against Japan.
I was on my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday
evening at about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor
came over my car radio. Only a few others arriving there had
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heard it.
JOHN R. KELLAM

Japanese carrier-based horizontal bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers, and fighters totaling 360 aircraft
from naval Striking Force under Vice Admiral C. Nagumo heavily attacked ships of the United States Pacific
Fleet and military installations at Pearl Harbor and other places on Oahu. Four battleships, 1 minelayer, and 1
target ship were sunk; 4 battleships, 3 cruisers, 3 destroyers, 1 seaplane tender, and 1 repair ship were damaged.
Navy Yard and Naval Base, Pearl Harbor; Naval Air Station, Ford Island; Naval Patrol Plane Station, Kaneohe;
Marine Corps airfield, Ewa; Army airfields Hickam, Wheeler, and Bellows were damaged; 188 Naval and
Army aircraft were destroyed.
Killed or missing:
•
•
•

Navy.............. 2,004
Marine Corps... 108
Army................ 222

Wounded:
•
•
•

Navy................ 912
Marine Corps.... 75
Army............... 360

[Personnel casualty statistics for the Pearl Harbor attack have been revised several times after evaluation of
new data. The figures presented here were compiled in 1955 from official sources.]
Japanese losses:
•
•

5 kaiten suicide submarines
28 aircraft
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•

fewer than 100 men

Two Japanese destroyers shelled Midway Island. Japanese airplanes bombed Singapore, killing 63. Then
bombs began to fall in Manila and other targets on Luzon and Davao in the Philippines as well as Guam, Wake
Island, Midway, and Hong Kong. Japanese troops took possession of Shanghai, including the buildings of the
United States garrison.
United States naval vessels sunk by air attack, Pearl Harbor: [All ships sunk, except Arizona, Oklahoma, and
Utah, would subsequently be raised, repaired, and returned to service.]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Oklahoma (BB-37).
Battleship Arizona (BB-39).
Battleship California (BB-44).
Battleship West Virginia (BB-48).
Minelayer Ogala (CM-4).
Target ship Utah (AG-16).

United States naval vessels damaged, Pearl Harbor:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Nevada (BB-36).
Battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38).
Battleship Tennessee (BB-43).
Battleship Maryland (BB-46).
Light cruiser Raleigh (CL-7).
Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48).
Light cruiser Helena (CL-50).
Destroyer Cassin (DD-372).
Destroyer Shaw (DD-373).
Destroyer Downes (DD-375).
Seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4).
Repair ship Vestal (AR-4).
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Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered existing FBI war plans put into effect and Attorney General Francis Biddle
authorized the Bureau to act against dangerous enemy aliens. Local police, in cooperation with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation agents, began to round up the Issei leadership of Japanese-American communities
both in the Hawaiian Islands and on the mainland (in today’s publicity documents, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation unapologetically refers to these community leaders as having amounted to “previously identified
aliens who threatened national security,” quote unquote).

By 6:30AM the following morning, 736 Issei would be in custody; and within 48 hours, the number would
have risen to 1,291. Caught by surprise for the most part, these men would be held with no formal charges and
family members would be unable to visit them. Most would spend the war years in enemy-alien internment
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camps run by the Justice Department.

Within 72 hours the Agents would be working a 24-hour day, at the job of rounding up Americans to take them
to detention camps. They would take a total of 3,846 citizens into custody as enemy aliens. Any radio capable
of short-wave reception would be seized as an obvious weapon of war, as well as any weapons of any kind,
their ammo — and, the records assert, dynamite. (Was some farmer blasting out the stumps in his pasture?)
A message was sent from the Japanese Consul in Budapest to Tokyo: “On the 6th, the American Minister
presented to the Government of this country a British Government communique to the effect that a state of war
would break out on the 7th.” The communique was the December 5th War Alert from the British Admiralty,
which has since disappeared. This triple-priority alert was delivered to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
personally. The Mid-East British Air Marshall informed Colonel Bonner Fellers on Saturday that he had
received a secret signal that in 24 hours America was coming into the war. Winston Churchill would
summarize the message in GRAND ALLIANCE (page 601) as listing the two fleets attacking British targets and
“Other Japanese fleets ... also at sea on other tasks” (there were three other Japanese fleets also at sea on these
other tasks — those sailing toward Guam, toward the Philippines, and toward Hawaii).
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Führer Adolf Hitler issued his Night and Fog decree.

Very early on this morning, 2 Marines, an emergency special detail, were stationed outside the door of the
Japanese Naval Attache. Why, was there something special going on?
USMC

At 9:30AM Washington time, Stark’s aides were begging him to send a warning to Hawaii — but he wouldn’t.
At 10AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Franklin Delano Roosevelt read the 14th part of the decoded
Japanese diplomatic declaration of war.

At 10:30AM Washington time, Bratton informed Marshall that he had a most important message (the 15th part
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of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war) and would bring it to Marshall’s quarters, but Marshall
responded that he would take it at his office.
At 11AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt read the 15th part of the decoded Japanese
diplomatic declaration of war, the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State
Department as 1PM — which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time.
At 11:15AM Washington time, Navy Secretary Knox was given the 15th part of the decoded Japanese
diplomatic declaration of war –the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State
Department as 1PM, which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time– with this note from the Office of Naval
Intelligence: “This means a sunrise attack on Pearl Harbor today.” Naval Intelligence also transmitted this
prediction to Hull and about eight others, including the White House.

Who would have thought
they’d sneak up on us?
At 11:25AM Washington time, according to Bratton, Marshall reached his office. Marshall’s story, later, would
be that he had been out riding horses that morning — but this cover story would be directly contradicted by
the testimony of Harrison, McCollum, and Deane. We know that Marshall perjured himself, because he also
testified that he had never received the prior 13 parts of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war,
and yet we know by his own account that he had read those 1st 13 parts by 10PM the previous night. Marshall
was in no hurry. He read and he re-read all of the 10-minute-long 14-part message (some parts he went over
several times), taking more than an hour. Then he refused to use the scrambler phone on his desk, and also
refused to send out a warning to Hawaii by the fast, more secure Navy system. Instead, 3 times he sent Bratton
to inquire how long it would take to send out his watered-down warning. When informed that this would
require 30 or 40 minutes by Army radio (meaning that his warning couldn’t reach Pearl Harbor before the 1PM
Washington-time deadline), he seemed satisfied. The warning would be sent out through commercial channels,
without any priority identification, and although this message would reach all its other addressees, such as the
Philippines and Canal Zone, in a timely manner, at Hawaii it would arrive 6 hours too late — which, of course,
was what was intended.
FAKE NEWS

At 6:30AM an American destroyer collided with a Japanese minisubmarine within the harbor area.
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At 7:55AM, Hawaii time: “AIR RAID PEARL HARBOR. THIS IS NOT DRILL.”

The battleships USS Arizona and USS Oklahoma were sunk at anchor, killing 1,177 on the one and 415 on the
other. Two other battleships, the USS West Virginia (105 killed) and the USS Tennessee, were damaged and
196 Navy and 65 Army Air Force planes destroyed. A total of 2,341 servicemen and 68 civilians died that day
and there were 1,178 wounded. 15 Navy men would receive the Congressional Medal of Honor,
10 posthumously.

We were able to shoot down only 29 of the Japanese aircraft.
At 1:50PM Washington time, Harry Hopkins, the only person with Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt when he
received the phonecall from Knox that gave him the news of the attack, would write in his memoirs that the
Commander-in-Chief had been unsurprised, and that he had expressed “great relief,” quote unquote.
When Eleanor Roosevelt would write about the day that shall go down in infamy, on page 233 of her
THIS I REMEMBER, what she would recollect was that upon Japan’s attack her husband became “in a way more
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serene.”

At 3:00PM Washington time, as Harry Hopkins would later recall, “The (war cabinet) conference met in not
too tense an atmosphere because I think that all of us believed that in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler ...
and that Japan had given us an opportunity.”
That afternoon the Chief of Naval Operations communicated:
EXECUTE UNRESTRICTED AIR AND SUBMARINE WARFARE AGAINST JAPAN

A full nine hours after the “surprise attack” at Pearl Harbor, General Douglas MacArthur’s entire air force
would get caught by surprise, and wiped out, in the Philippines. The general’s reaction to the news of Pearl
Harbor was strange, for a commander who under normal circumstances prided himself upon being supremely
effective. Instead of being on the scene and making necessary preparations, he locked himself in his room all
morning, refusing to meet with General Brereton, his air commander, and refusing to engage the Japanese
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forces on Taiwan. Instead the military record of commands issued reveals that MacArthur issued a series of
three conflicting orders, that ensured that his planes were on the ground most of the morning. He kept himself
informed of the radar tracking of the Japanese planes as they approached, at 140 miles distance, at 100, at 80,
at 60, and even at 20 miles distance, and then issued the last order of this series — obviously in order to ensure
that his planes were on the ground where they could be destroyed. We would lose half of all the heavy bombers
we had in the world. He could only have been acting under orders, since after doing this he retained his
command, escaped any reprimand, and got his fourth star, along with, shortly after, the Congressional Medal
of Honor. Obviously, it was important that on this day the Japanese succeed in destroying all the capability of
our Pacific forces to respond immediately to the attack, putting them in the position of waiting for resupply of
war materiel.
At 8:30PM Washington time, the President was commenting to his cabinet, “We have reason to believe that
the Germans have told the Japanese that if Japan declares war, they will too. In other words, a declaration of
war by Japan automatically brings....” (At this point he was interrupted, and we can only wonder what he had
had on his mind to say. ;-)
By 9:30PM Washington time, the FBI was in war mode, on a 24-hour schedule. (It would need to augment its
Agent force with National Academy graduates who took only an abbreviated training course. As a result, the
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total number of agency employees would rise from 7,400 to over 13,000, of whom approximately 4,000 would
be Agents, by the end of 1943.)
At midnight, Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt met with CBS newsman Edward R. Murrow,
who found him calm. After going over the latest from Pearl Harbor, the President inquired: “Did this surprise
you?” Murrow said it had. Roosevelt then, cryptically, went “Maybe you think it didn’t surprise us?”

The Washington conspirators had produced war, exactly as they desired.
WORLD WAR II
Why would we have been surprised? Our military men do study the history of warfare, and they knew perfectly
well that the Japanese had, once before, initiated a war with this precisely sort of successful surprise assault
upon a fleet:
1904: By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a
Russian naval group at Port Arthur, and invaded Korea. (Battle of Port Arthur, RussoJapanese war. Heads up, this is an alert of things to come. Those who do not remember
history are condemned to repeat it — and things that happen the first time as tragedy,
tend to happen the second time as farce. :-)

Due to the circumstances of betrayal by their Commander in Chief, the US Marine detachments stationed at
Tientsin and Beijing were of course obliged to surrender to the Japanese.

Shine, Empire
Powerful and armed, neutral in the midst of madness, we might have held
the whole world’s balance and stood
Like a mountain in a wind. We were misled and took sides. We have
chosen to share the crime and the punishment.
Perhaps justly, being part of Europe. Three thousand miles of ocean would
hardly wash out the stains
Of all that mish-mash, blood, language, religion, snobbery. Three thousand
miles in a ship would not make Americans.
I have often in weak moments thought of this people as something higher
than the natural run of the earth.
I was quite wrong; we are lower. We are the people who hope to win wars
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with money as we win elections.
Hate no one. Roosevelt’s intentions were good, and Hitler is a patriot. They
have split the planet into two mill-stones
That will grind small and bloody; but still let us keep some dignity, these
days are tragic, and fight without hating.
It is war, and no man can see an end of it. We must put freedom away and
stiffen into bitter empire.
All Europe was hardly worth the precarious freedom of one of our states:
what will her ashes fetch?
If I were hunting in the Ventana canyons again with my strong sons, and to
sleep under stars,
I should be happy again. It is not time for happiness. Happy the blind, the
witless, the dead.
Now, thoroughly compromised, we aim at world rule, like Assyria, Rome,
Britain, Germany, to inherit those hoards
Of guilt and doom. I am American, what can I say but again, “Shine,
perishing republic?” ... Shine, empire.
— Robinson Jeffers
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As the Red Army attacked Tikhvin, near Leningrad, the Germans retired to defensive positions before Moscow
on a line Kursk-Orel-Medyn-Rzhev.
Areas ceded by Finland to the USSR on March 12, 1940 were reintegrated into Finland.
Thomas Merton, who had “lost interest in the Quakers,” would attempt to enlist in the military after the attack
at Pearl Harbor only to find himself rejected on account of bad teeth. (A few days after this rejection, he would
wind up at the gate of the Cisterian Order of the Strict Observance at Gethsemani, Kentucky. He had been glad
to become an American because this was the land of Henry David Thoreau and Emily Dickinson, and would
claim that he was going into the silent service there in Kentucky in 1941 for the same reason that Thoreau had
gone in 1845 to the shore of Walden Pond: “to front only the essential facts of life.”)175

More than 34,000,000 male United States citizens would be registered for the military draft.
Of those 34 million, an estimated 72,000 would apply for conscientious objector status. Approximately
6,000 of those 72,000 applicants for “CO” status would, like Friend John R. Kellam, be imprisoned.
Considering that warfare was not a proper path toward peace was going to constitute a sacrifice — your local
draft board made up of your fellow citizens was going to ensure that there would be severe consequences,
that this was an attitude that was going to generate not only persistent accusations of cowardice but also as
great as possible a level of personal unsafety.

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
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ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

175. As a result of Roosevelt’s trick to get us into war, 2,403 American lives were lost at Pearl Harbor, and 1,178 Americans
received nonfatal wounds, inclusive of our civilian casualties.

Eighteen of our ships were sunk or seriously damaged, including 5 battleships — we visit the USS Arizona today, with waving flags,
to restore our patriotism. Of our aircraft, 188 were destroyed and 162 damaged. Out of their raiding force of 31 ships and 353 raiding
planes, which in this way “achieved complete surprise,” the Japanese lost only 64 men, 29 planes, and 5 kaiten suicide submarines.
The Commander-in-Chief’s trick to get us into war has recently been justified by certain historians, on the grounds of necessity:
their argument is that we needed to get involved in this war but the American public was, unfortunately, reluctant, and thus we
needed to be persuaded by being tricked in some manner. What these historians have missed is that the President had succeeded in
two linked objectives rather than one objective on this day: not only had he obtained a morally righteous position by way of a “sneak
attack” posturing, but also he had obtained, through the cooperation of General Douglas MacArthur, adequate destruction of our
ability to respond in the Pacific to ensure that, as he desired, Japan would be forced to take a back seat and wait to be destroyed until
after our VE-day victory over Germany (“...in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler...”).
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December 7, Sunday afternoon, 1941: At the home of Helen May Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near
Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island, the radio was switched on. As they listened, news flashes
began to come in about a Japanese attack that had begun at dawn, which had been about 1:20PM Eastern
Standard Time.

Helen May Clarke Grimes of Rhode Island had no warning.
Helen had been keeping a diary since she was ten years of age,176 and made notes which indicate the
fragmentary nature of the information available to the American people, who were given no real grasp that the
toll of this “day that will live in infamy” actually was a dozen ships sunk or beached (three of them, the
Arizona, the Utah, and the Oklahoma, damaged beyond repair), 164 aircraft destroyed and 159 damaged, and
3,566 American casualties, including 2,388 killed. Listeners like Helen were told only that the U.S.S. Arizona
was sunk and the Oklahoma capsized, and casualty reports were never within an order of magnitude of being
adequate:
Dec. 7 — This is a sleepy Sunday afternoon at home. We are in
the little upstairs sitting room, Mother sewing, I writing, and
Dorrance [her husband] listening to the portable radio.
I haven’t anything to write about, really, and the Philharmonic
is fast putting me to sleep although the broadcast is
interrupted now and then with news bulletins on the tense “Far
Eastern Situation.” After all we have been more or less tense
for months.
......
Later — I guess this is it! Japanese dive bombers have attacked
Honolulu!
......
4:30 — News bulletin. Taken down as given. Parachute troups
[sic] sighted — Pearl Harbor attacked by dive bombers — Manila
bombed — smoke of anti-aircraft guns over Pearl Harbor — from
50 to 100 planes from Japanese aircraft carrier — attachés of
Japanese government at Washington burning secret papers.
We are shocked silent. Dorrance who is coming down with a cold
is too carried away by the intermittent bulletins to realize how
rotten he feels.
The Albert Spalding program, Victor Herbert selections,
176. Mystic River Historical Society: AN ACCOUNT OF MY LIFE 1915-1926: THE CHILDHOOD JOURNALS OF HELEN MAY CLARKE
OF MYSTIC, CONNECTICUT.
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Carmichael’s Stardust, Kostelanetz orchestra.
.......
5 P.M. — At last more news — fragmentary, probably inaccurate.
Washington: President Roosevelt is dictating message to
Congress. Probably declaration of war tomorrow.177 Heavy damage
and loss of life in Hawaii. It was a dawn attack. All aerial
observation posts in Los Angeles ordered manned. Naval
engagement reported. Pearl Harbor under bombardment.
Well, here it is: we’re at war.
We hang close to the radio listening to program after program
afraid we may miss a news bulletin no matter how vague or
unconfirmed the reports may be. The Prudential (Insurance) Hour
with Deems Taylor and Gladys Swarthout singing Paradise in Waltz
Time from the motion picture Champagne Waltz.
At last, another bulletin. Japan announces she has entered a
state of war with Britain and the United States from dawn today Dec. 7th, 1941. Government order just issued comes over
WPRO: The Secretary of War orders that all plants working on
defense orders institute a guard against sabotage.
Jimmie Cat jumps in my lap. The news has come to an end, the
program returns to Gladys Swarthout.
5:45 — William L. Shirer, news commentator. Speaks of “flagrant
aggression ... a war after 23 years and one month of uneasy
peace” ... the battleship Oklahoma set on fire by Japanese
bombs.
I should be reacting to this in some way, but I remain
incredulous and interested, nothing more as yet.
An attempt has been made to contact overseas — no result.
Honolulu — CBS calling Honolulu — no answer. Calling Manila —
CBS calling Manila, go ahead Manila — no answer.
We take time out for supper, our ears on the radio.
6:30 — All marines notified to return to their stations ... order
from Quonset.
Guam has been attacked by a squadron of planes ... Elmer Davis,
commentator. He must have seen this happening months ago.
Senator Wheeler, isolationist, says sensibly enough that “there
is nothing to do now but lick the hell out of them.”178 The
Japanese have struck at Singapore, sinking two British ships.
We now hear Albert Warner, Washington news commentator — and
next, Maj. Elliot who says the Japanese plan plainly underway
for two weeks during treacherous negotiations at Washington. I
have a conviction we have been sold down the river again. A year
ago Oliver said every navy man on Jamestown said we’d be at war
with Japan shortly. I suppose Major Elliot didn’t know, or our
beloved [sarcasm, as the author of this was decidedly not a
supporter] President! Well, this is no time to think of that.
We are at war.

177. The sole dissenter would be Representative Jeanette Rankin, who had also voted against declaring war in 1817.
178. Burton K. Wheeler (1882-1975), senator from Montana (1923-1947), progressive Democrat, had helped create the isolationist
“America First” committee of Charles A. Lindbergh and Norman Thomas. The committee would be dissolved four days after Pearl
Harbor.
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Notice: all recruiting offices open to-morrow.
7:00 — Censorship on all out going cablegrams and radio
messages. The Jack Benny Program ... Don Wilson, the announcer
... “J-E-L-L-O with that locked in flavor.” An interruption;
news from the office of the Providence Journal — Providence
police are requested to round up all enlisted men. War Extra
editions are on the streets.
I am surprised at Mother. I expected her to be shocked,
horrified, but she seems excited, stepped up, her asthma
forgotten.
The program continues ... a Dennis Day song. How are the
performers reacting? — they must be getting this awful news.
More bulletins; Shanghai: the Japanese have taken over the
American Light Company.
7:30 — Providence Cake commercial ... the Fitch [Shampoo] Band
Wagon program with — Oh, another news bulletin, from the Prov.
Journal: Gov. McGrath has called a meeting ... Newport takes
immediate precautions ... six Japanese planes said to have been
shot down. Unconfirmed report that Wake Island is occupied by
Japanese. A black-out of Panama Canal ordered for to-night.
Back to the scheduled program again: Horace Heidt and the
“Shepherd’s Serenade,” with Frankie Carle at the piano ... “I’ll
Never Forget,” this weeks Band Wagons top tune.
Just happened to remember that Elizabeth Colby and her husband
are stationed at Honolulu.
News bulletin: 104 dead and 300 wounded, not including civilian
population as a result of Japanese raid on Hawaii.
8:00 — A Pinkerton Fur commercial ... the Chase and Sanborn
Coffee Hour with Charlie McCarthy and Mortimer Snerd on Edgar
Bergen’s knee. Just ordinary Sunday night listening mixed in
with a world shaking event.
Ray Noble’s Orchestra ... Abbot and Costello ... Judy Garland,
the guest star.
News: The Governor of the Dutch East Indies has declared war on
Japan ... likewise Costa Rica. Well, that will be a help!
In Shanghai bombs fall on the International Settlement ... and
Judy Garland sings. Zing Went the Strings of My Heart.
Commercial: Shop at Newberry’s first. News flash: All women and
children in Manila ordered evacuated. Mayor La Guardia has
issued an order that all Japanese nationals remain in their
homes until their status is settled.
Back to the regular programs — this one Carter’s Little Liver
Pills and it is terrible. A long wait this time lasting through
an Inner Sanctum mystery story and into the Ford Musical Hour
which comes on at 9 o’clock. Jimmie Cat is in my lap again,
mother is embroidering a bureau scarf for Constance. Somehow
small things seem important — things I can understand like the
radiator clanking as the steam comes up, or the small spot of
nail varnish flaking from my thumb nail.
9:30 — At last more news. Washington officially announces 100
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dead and 300 wounded. Wake Island is said to have surrendered
to a superior Japanese force. There has been one — perhaps two
— ship casualties. Japanese of San Francisco under careful
watch.
Back to the Ford Hour, the second half of the program taking
place at the U.S. Naval Training Station at Great Lakes,
Illinois. There is a band, and a commanding officer, Rear
Admiral John Downes thanks Edsel Ford for the new auditorium and
recreational building presented by him to the Naval Training
Station. We listen to the Training Station Chorus, the Training
Station Band, and a Lieut. Edward Peabody who plays a medley of
Southern airs on his banjo.
10:00 — Commercial: This Christmas shoppers are using Gerber’s
lay away plan. News Flash: Canada has declared war upon Japan.
Grand Central Station is jammed with men in uniform rounded up
by Shore Patrol and Military Police from theaters, restaurants
and bars. All officers on leave called back to their posts. State
of emergency declared in San Francisco. Mother says thank God
constance isn’t there.
At last they have established direct radio contact with the
Philippines. The commentator tells of one news reporter who
broadcast over wrong channel in his haste.
The Telephone Company makes an announcement. Long distance is
so over taxed it is asked that no calls be made unless strictly
necessary.
Clare Booth and Vincent Shean speak. Shean describes Wake Island
and the base made there, and the 1100 American soldiers now
probably the prisoners of the Japanese.
The Army and Navy Departments are flooded with pleas from
families for knowledge of men in Hawaii and the Philippines.
10:30 — Following a Nylon hosiery commercial179 comes a CBS
special broadcast. There is an unconfirmed report of a big naval
engagement at sea. Eric Severied reports from Washington: the
city is swarming with reporters, the portico is lighted; there
are lines of shiny cars and a mass of faces standing in the cold
waiting news.
There has been heavy destruction at Hawaii. Unconfirmed reports
state that we have lost two capital ships and the airfield has
been leveled. President Roosevelt will address joint session of
Congress at 12:30 to-morrow.
It is 4:30 in London. Parliament meets today to declare war on
Japan directly after America.
A Columbia broadcast: Guam is in trouble ... Shanghai bombed. I
have smoked until my mouth is dry: I am too tired to write more.
It is now eleven o’clock, we have been glued to the radio for
hours.180

179. Nylons had been on the market since May 15, 1940.
180. This volume of the diary is at the Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence, Rhode Island.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
Remember, at an early point in the autumn, Kilsoo Haan, an agent for the Sino-Korean People’s League, had
indicated to Eric Severeid of CBS that the Korean underground in Korea and Japan had obtained proof not
only that the Japanese military was planning an attack on the US naval facilities at Pearl Harbor on the island
of Oahu, but also that this attack was scheduled to take place before Christmas. Eric Severeid had been
informed that one Korean had sighted the actual plans. What would Eric Severeid have been thinking on this
day as he listened to these radio reports? –Has anyone ever dared ask him?
WORLD WAR II
Remember, late in October, US Senator Guy Gillette had been informed by Kilsoo Haan that the Japanese were
planning to attack the US fleet in December or January, whereupon Senator Gillette had personally alerted the
State Department, Army and Navy Intelligence, and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. What would
Senator Gillette have been thinking on this day as he listened to these radio reports? –Did anyone ever dare
ask him?

The people in the US federal government who had been briefed by Eric Severeid of CBS or by US Senator
Guy Gillette as to what this Korean agent was passing along to us — what might they have been thinking on
this day as they listened to these radio reports? Will we ever know?

Koreans knew.
Eric Severeid of CBS knew.
Senator Guy Gillette knew.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt knew.
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December 9, Tuesday, 1941: Declarations of war upon Japan were announced by Australia, South Africa, and
New Zealand; also upon Japan, Germany, and Italy by China. Costa Rica declared war upon Japan.

The Japanese occupied Tarawa Island and Makin Island in the Gilbert Islands.
The Japanese occupied Bangkok in Thailand.
Soviet forces captured Yelets, south of Moscow.
Mazurka elegiaca op.23/2 for two pianos by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall,
New York.
The United States froze all assets of Thailand it could get its hands on.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt accused Führer Adolf Hitler of having encouraged Japan to attack the
US (Standard Ploy #11: Accuse someone else of what you’re guilty of.), and stated falsely that “Germany and
Italy consider themselves at war with the United States without even bothering about a formal declaration.”
He called Hitler a gangster. Thomas Fleming, in his 2001 historical study THE NEW DEALERS’ WAR: F.D.R.
AND THE WAR WITHIN WORLD WAR II (NY: Basic Books, page 35) points out that “There was very little truth
in any of this rhetoric,” it amounting to mere provocation.
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The Sebastiano Venier, an Italian motorship of 6,310 tons, built in Amsterdam in 1939 under the name Jason
or Jantzen and requisitioned by the Italian Navy and renamed, had left Benghazi harbor with around 2,000
British POWs including black South African troops, New Zealanders, and Australians, who had surrendered
to the Germans in North Africa. Five miles south of Navarino on the Greek Peloponnese, the ship was attacked
by the British submarine HMS Porpoise. She was not flying a POW flag. Hit by a torpedo between the No.1
and No.2 hold on the starboard side, the force of the explosion hurled the heavy hatchway covers to mast
height, the falling timbers killing dozens of men trying to escape from the hold. From the flooded No.1 hold
only five men survived. Most of the panic stricken crew abandoned the ship taking all the lifeboats. The Italian
hospital ship Arno appeared on the scene but ploughed its way through the men struggling in the water and
kept on sailing, its priority being the rescue of the crew of a German ship sunk nearby. A total of 320 lives
were lost among them 309 British POWs, including 45 New Zealanders. 11 Italian soldiers also died. The ship
did not sink but managed to reach the shore at Point Methoni near Pilos where it was beached. All prisoners
who managed to reach the shore were confronted by hundreds of Italian occupation troops and were taken to
a makeshift camp where during the next few months many would die from frostbite and disease. In May 1942,
the prisoners would be transferred to Campo 85 at Tuturano in Italy.
At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 9, Tuesday — Overslept this morning, but managed to get
Dorrance off with his usual substantial breakfast comfortably
warming his stomach.
Mother seems a little better — I have just taken her breakfast
tray.
9 o’clock — The round-up of Italian, German and Japanese aliens
in Providence has started.
Congress figures on a war of at least six years duration, and
at least a billion lives. God!
No matter how long one has expected it, war, like Death is always
a surprise.
9:05 — A persistent rumor that American planes have bombed
Formosa and Tokyo has no confirmation. I should think it
extremely unlikely.
The Navy announces the minesweeper, Penguin has been sunk.
Outside, a chick-a-dee, light as a thistle, is hanging upside
down from a twig, and the sun gives false warmth to the dry,
brown oak leaves.
The first word we have of any air-craft in action over the
Phillipines has just come in; a Japanese attack over Manila is
reported to have been repulsed by American planes.
12:30 — There has been a report that Japanese planes have been
spotted approaching Long Island. Sirens have sounded at Mitchell
Field and planes have gone into the air. All airfields in the
vicinity are alerted.
1 PM —
report
A U.P.
that a

The War Office declares there is no foundation for the
of planes over New England.
bulletin says a well qualified military source claims
strange plane, thought to be a scouting plane has been
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seen off the New England coast. While the War Department insists
there is no truth in the report, radio warnings are being
broadcast to New York that if there is a necessity for an alarm,
fire and police sirens will sound for full five minutes.
AP bulletin: hostile planes again reported.
1:30 PM — Special bulletin. Two hundred and eighty planes have
taken off; fire fighting trucks and ambulances are in position.
An air raid warning is expected at any moment. All public schools
have been evacuated. An order has just come from Commissioner
Valentine that New York residents remain indoors. All navy
airfields and stations have been placed on the alert: all air
raid wardens ordered to their respective stations.
Boston motorists have been asked to get their cars off the
streets.
In Providence, Quonset has had an air alarm.
The scheduled radio programs are riddled with news bulletins.
1:55 — New York has had its first alarm, and the all clear has
sounded.
Went to the store. Edgar and the Bond Bread delivery man were
talking excitedly.
2:30 — Came back to the radio and the news of a second air raid
alarm in New York. Commentator speaking from the top of a
building over-looking Times Square, says crowds remain in the
street oblivious to warnings.
2:40 — The all clear has sounded.
A later bulletin: it has developed that the second alert was
given because of a small fire on Mitchell Field, and was probably
the result of confusion.
Washington still insists that it has no evidence of enemy planes
off the East Coast. The commentator sounds exhausted.
3:20 — Public safety officials now announce that the air-raid
warnings in New England and New York were simply a part of the
precautionary measures and that there were no enemy planes.
Still another bulletin says the air-raid warnings were the
result of a “phony tip.” Does anyone anywhere know anything?
9:30 PM — Listening-in to Fibber McGee and Molly, a little comedy
for a change.
10 PM — Have listened to President Roosevelt and believe very
little of what he says.
WORLD WAR II
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December 10, Wednesday, 1941: Cuba declared war upon Japan.
WORLD WAR II
The Japanese landed on Camiguin Island and at Gonzaga and Aparri on the island of Luzon in the Philippine
Islands. They captured the British-controlled islands of Abemama, Makin (Butaritari) and Tarawa in the
Gilbert Islands (Kiribati). The US Marine garrison on Guam surrendered to a Japanese landing force.
Führer Adolf Hitler commented that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s words on the previous day had
amounted to a de facto declaration of war.
German and Italian forces began a full retreat to the west from Tobruk (Tubruq).
S.S. Commander Heinrich Himmler ordered that the ill, mentally ill and those otherwise unfit for work be
removed from concentration camp populations and gassed to death.
Brazil froze all the German, Italian, and Japanese assets it could get its hands on. Argentina froze all Japanese
assets.
The British warships HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales were sunk off Kuantan, Malaya. The ships had
been spotted by submarine I-58 just before dawn and a flight of nine “Betty” torpedo-carrying planes of the
Japanese 22nd Naval Air Flotilla led by Lieutenant Haruki Iki had scrambled from the Japanese base at Saigon.
The battleship Prince of Wales was hit by 4 torpedoes and sank at 12:33PM. 327 died. The cruiser Repulse was
hit by 14 torpedoes and sank at 1:20PM. 513 died. The Far Eastern Fleet commander, Admiral Sir Tom
Phillips, went down with his ship. The Japanese lost 4 planes. A total of 2,081 would be plucked from the water
by escort destroyers HMS Electra, Vampire, and Express and would be dropped off at Singapore.
Cavite Navy Yard, Philippine Islands was heavily damaged by enemy air attack. United States naval vessels
damaged at Cavite, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Peary (DD-226), by horizontal bomber
Submarine Seadragon (SS-194), by horizontal bomber
Submarine Sealion (SS-195), by horizontal bomber
Minesweeper Bittern (AM-36), by horizontal bomber

Japanese naval vessels sunk:

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
•

Submarine I-170, by carrier-based aircraft, Hawaiian Islands area, 23 degrees 45 minutes North,
155 degrees 35 minutes West

•

Minesweeper No. 10, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 17 degrees 32 minutes North,
120 degrees 22 minutes East
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•

Minesweeper No. 19, damaged by Army aircraft and grounded by own forces (total loss),
Philippine Islands area, 18 degrees 22 degrees North, 121 degrees 38 minutes East

At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 10 — From London comes news that the ill-fated and shortlived Prince of Wales has been sunk by Japanese aircraft. In the
year of its service it saw action with the Bismark from which
it emerged badly crippled, and later served as the meeting place
of Churchill and Roosevelt in the mid-Atlantic.
The Repulse has been lost, too.
Keeping the radio tuned-in all day means listening to an endless
series of “soap operas,” the daytime serials for moronic women.
The sensible thing is to listen to regular news broadcasts at
stated intervals, but I find myself compelled to listen almost
continuously for every stray bulletin, which is downright
idiotic of me.
There is a report that American bombers have sunk one Japanese
transport and hit five others, three by direct hits.
Noon 12:00 — The Japanese attempt to land troops on Luzon has
been beaten back by our forces.
The British report a heavy battle going on in Hong Kong.
No news from Germany.
the last of the trans-Atlantic steamship service has been
discontinued. Only planes now link us to Europe.
Some idiot in Washington has chopped down four of the Japanese
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cherry trees along the Potomac, and pinned messages to the
hacked trunks.
December 11, Thursday, 1941: Canti di prigionia for chorus, two pianos, two harps and percussion by Luigi
Dallapiccola, to words of Mary, Queen of Scots, Boethius and Savonarola, was performed completely for the
initial time, in the Teatro delle Arti of Rome.
Lieutenant Haruki Iki flew over the area of ocean in which his flight of torpedo bombers had struck two ships
on the previous day, killing 840, and dropped a bouquet of flowers.181
In Washington DC, four of the cherry trees were found to have been chopped down in what must have been a
retaliation for the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor (because messages had been pinned to the stumps). In
hope to prevent future vandalism, for the duration of the war the government would be referring to these trees
as “Oriental” flowering cherries.

Soviet forces captured Istra, west of Moscow. As President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had hoped and
expected, Germany and Italy declared a state of war with the United States.

GERMAN WAR DECLARATION
181. Maybe he should have been a florist. (Albert Einstein would suspect that maybe he should have been a plumber.)
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At this point in time there were a grand sum total of two developed nations on this planet that explicitly
restricted citizenship on the basis of race, the United States of America and Germany, which makes it curious
that on this day these two nations that had so very much in common with one another were going to war against
one another! Wow, what a curious coincidence! –What was this, some sort of twin-brother hullabaloo?
Adolf Hitler addressed the Reichstag in regard to these “circumstances brought about by President Roosevelt,”
saying that he had been given information of “a plan prepared by President Roosevelt ... according to which
his intention was to attack Germany in 1942 with all the resources of the United States. Thus our patience has
come to a breaking point.”
The United States immediately declared by joint resolutions of the Congress a state of war with Germany and
Italy. Costa Rica, Cuba, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic declared war against Germany
and Italy. Poland declared a state of war with Japan. Mexico severed diplomatic relations with Germany and
Italy.

Wake Island’s US Marines defenders repulsed a Japanese landing attempt and sank two of its destroyers:
•
•

Destroyer Hayate, by Marine shore batteries.
Destroyer Kisaragi, by Marine aircraft.

The Japanese effected landings at Legaspi, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 11 — Now that President Roosevelt has all the power he has
demanded in his insatiable desire to rule absolute, it remains
to be seen if he is capable of applying it wisely — or if he
will continue his Grand Court of Lagado.
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It is no time for national disunity, the people must stand or
fall with the man thrice acclaimed by the majority.
An early report gives news of a Japanese battleship sunk by
American bombers off the Phillipines.
This morning, Hitler in one of his high flown speeches declared
Germany at war with the United States. Italy obediently tailed
along.
By 10 o’clock we had received word that the United States had
declared war against Germany.
A late bulletin reveals that there were four attacks on our fleet
in Pearl Harbor: three on Sunday and a fourth on Monday, which
may have been the basis of a preposterous rumor emanating from
Washington itself the early part of this week that ninety
percent of the fleet stationed at Pearl Harbor had been
destroyed.
December 13, Saturday, 1941: A mudslide in Huaraz, Peru smothered some 6,000-7,000 human beings.
We don’t remember this, because as a mere Act of God it doesn’t weigh very heavily against all the deadly
human acts of this day.
El Salvador declared war against Germany and Italy. Hungary declared a state of war with the United States.
Bulgaria declared a state of war with the United States and the United Kingdom.
Japanese planes attacked the Subic Bay area and airfield in Philippine Islands.
British forces withdrew from the mainland onto Hong Kong Island to prepare a last-ditch (token) resistance to
the approaching Japanese.
Allied forces (Britain-India-New Zealand-Poland) attacked Germans and Italians at Gazala, Libya.
Two Italian cruisers, the Alberto da Barbiano and Alberico di Giussano, were sunk by torpedoes fired from
the British destroyers Sikh, Maori, and Legion, and the Dutch destroyer Isaac Sweers. The destroyers had been
proceeding from Gibraltar to Alexandria when they came upon these sitting ducks. Approximately 900 died.
WORLD WAR II
December 15, Monday, 1941: Soviet forces captured Klin northwest of Moscow and would immediately
begin to rebuild the Tchaikovsky Museum which had been destroyed by the Germans.
95 hostages were executed in Mont Valérien Prison for the attempted murder of a German officer in Paris.
Patrol Wing 10 departed from the Philippine Islands for the Netherlands East Indies. Kahului, Maui was
shelled by a Japanese submarine.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-33, damaged by grounding and sunk by United States forces, Philippine
Islands area, 13 degrees 46 minutes N, 120 degrees 40 minutes E.
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The HMS Galatea, a 5,220-ton British cruiser of the Alexandria Fleet, 15th Cruiser Squadron, commissioned
in 1935, was sunk by a torpedo from the U-boat U557 off Alexandria, Egypt. Captain Sims, 22 of his officers,
and 447 ratings died.182

(The crew of U557 would have about a day to celebrate, and then west of Crete they would be rammed
accidently by the Italian torpedo boat Orione, and all 43 aboard this German submarine would die.)
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WORLD WAR II

182. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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December 16, Tuesday, 1941: Johnston Island was shelled by a Japanese submarine. Japanese forces invaded
northern Borneo, capturing Miri, Sarawak. Japanese forces occupied Victoria Point, Burma (Kawthaung,
Myanmar). A Chinese Expeditionary Army was declared into existence, to support the British in Burma.
The Czechoslovakian government-in-exile, with approximately zero military potential, declared war
generically, upon all countries presently at war with Great Britain and the United States of America.
The Red Army captured Kalinin, northwest of Moscow. General Rommel ordered a German and Italian retreat
from Gazala, Libya toward El Agheila (Al’Uqaylah) in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II
December 18, Thursday, 1941: The State Department announced that Rear Admiral F.J. Horne and French
High Commissioner at Martinique, French West Indies, Admiral Robert, had reached an agreement
neutralizing the French Caribbean possessions.
The British Parliament passed the National Service Act. Every adult male under 50 and every adult unmarried
woman under 30 was liable for national service of some kind. The US federal Congress passed the First War
Powers Act.
Finally some Japanese troops landed on Hong Kong Island — which meant that as soon as they had popped
off a few seemly rounds, the British defenders would seize their opportunity to begin to wave the white flag
they had ready and waiting (nobody was crazy enough to want to get killed in a lost cause). The invasion force
was under the command of Lt. General Takashi Sakai (who would after the war be executed in Nanking for
atrocities he had allowed these troops to perpetrate).
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Shinonome, by mine, Miri, Borneo
WORLD WAR II

December 19, Friday, 1941: Piano Concerto no.2 op.225 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial
time, in Chicago, with the composer himself at the keyboard.
Nicaragua declared war on Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria.
The HMS Neptune, a British cruiser, part of the Malta based “Force K” which included 3 cruisers and 4
destroyers, while in hot pursuit of an Italian convoy heading for North Africa, cruised into a newly laid
minefield off Tripoli detonating 4 of the mines. A total of 765 men went down with this ship. The 16 survivors
of the Neptune would be found on a raft after four days later by two Italian torpedo boats. However, of the 16
men on this raft, only one was at that point still breathing. It was Leading Seaman Walters.
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Three Italian midget submarines penetrated Alexandria harbor, sinking the British battleships HMS Queen
Elizabeth and HMS Valiant.
Allied forces reached Derna (Darnah) in Libya. On this day Führer Adolf Hitler sacked General Heinrich von
Brauchitsch as commander in chief and took complete personal command of the German Army.
Japanese forces captured Pinang in Malaya. Spanish dictator Francisco Franco declared that his country would
remain a non-belligerent in the war between the Allies and Japan.
The following headlines appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

SUICIDE REVEALS SPY RING HERE.
Japanese Doctor Who Killed Self
After Arrest Called Espionage Chief.
WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF POISON GAS ATTACKS.
WORLD WAR II
December 20, Saturday, 1941: Admiral E.J. King became Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet
with headquarters at the Navy Department in Washington DC.
WORLD WAR II
Over Kunming, the Chinese Air Force American Volunteer Group (popularly known as the “Flying Tigers”)
entered combat against the Japanese. Gung ho!
Japanese troops were put ashore at Davao on Mindanao in the Philippine Islands. The Belgian government-inexile declared war on Japan.
December 21, Sunday, 1941: Symphony no.1 by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in New
York.
Japan and Thailand signed a 10-year military alliance in Bangkok. Rear Admiral F.W. Rockwell relocated the
naval defense forces in the Philippine Islands to Corregidor Island, to attempt a last stand there.
WORLD WAR II
A mysterious headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

JAP SUBS RAID CALIFORNIA SHIPS.
Two Steamers Under Fire.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
December 22, Monday, 1941: A Japanese invasion force offloaded in the Lingayen Gulf of the island of
Luzon in the Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
American troops (Brigadier General J. F. Barnes) arrived at Brisbane, Australia.
The Netherlands government-in-exile declared war on Italy.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill opened discussions in
Washington DC leading to establishment of the Combined Chiefs of Staff.
In the defense of Wake Island, Japanese patrol boats Nos. 32 and 33, which were old destroyers that had been
deliberately run ashore, were destroyed by US Marine gunfire.
December 23, Tuesday, 1941: The US Marine garrison on Wake Island surrendered to the Japanese while the
United States Relief Expedition was still 425 miles from Wake, and so that relief expedition was recalled.
Three waves of Japanese bombers attacked Rangoon and its airport, starting fires and killing nearly 2,000
people. Ten bombers were lost.
WORLD WAR II
The United States-British War Council composed of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, British Prime
Minister, and naval, military, and civilian advisers met for the first time.
Mexico severed diplomatic relations with Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria.
Palmyra Island was shelled by a Japanese submarine.
The Japanese came ashore at Kuching, Sarawak, Borneo.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

JAPAN PICTURED AS A NATION OF SPIES.
Veteran Far Eastern Correspondent Tells
About Mentality of Our Enemies in Orient.
December 24, Wednesday, 1941: The German administration of the Baltic states declared that Romani
(Gypsies) were to be treated the same as Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Some 10,000 Japanese soldiers came ashore at Lamon Bay, south Luzon, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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December 25, Thursday, 1941: Admiral T.C. Hart turned over all remaining naval forces in the Philippine
Islands to Rear Admiral F.W. Rockwell, and departed by submarine for Java to establish a new headquarters
of the US Asiatic Fleet. Manila was announced to be an open city.
Japanese planes bombed Rangoon.
Japanese forces captured Kuching, capital of the British possession of Sarawak on Borneo.
The Japanese came ashore at Jolo, Philippine Islands.
Japanese forces captured the Philippine islands of Tawi Tawi and Jolo in the Sulu group.
Japanese forces attacked British installations at Kuching, Sarawak.
United States Submarine Sealion (SS-195), damaged on December 10th off Cavite in the Philippine Islands,
was disposed of by our forces.
Allied troops reached Benghazi and Agedabia (Ajdabiya) in Libya.
Soviet troops were put ashore on the Kerch peninsula, Crimea.
Free French troops disembarked from naval vessels and occupied St. Pierre and Miquelon off Newfoundland.
Citizens on the island of St. Pierre voted 98% in favor of a Free French administration.
The 32-square-mile island of Victoria which we know as Hong Kong had been formally ceded to Great Britain
by the Treaty of Nanking in 1842. At this point the Japanese troops of General Tanaka were overriding the
colonial garrison of British, Canadian, Indian, and other troops there, some 11,000 Allied soldiers. At Eucliff
prisoners were shot or bayoneted, with some beheadings, and 53 bodies roped together were rolled down the
cliff. On Christmas morning at St. Stephen’s College, where 96 wounded soldiers had taken shelter, the head
medic met some 200 drunken Japanese at the door. “You can’t come in here” he advised. “This is a hospital.”
Dr. George Black was shot in the head with a rifle, and as the soldiers passed his corpse and came into the
ward, they repeatedly plunged their bayonets into his body. While the nurses stood by helplessly, the Japanese
began ripping bandages off the wounded soldiers and plunging their bayonets into the soldiers’ wounds. At
the end of half an hour of these boy/boy games, 56 of these 96 wounded soldiers had been shot to death. The
nurses were led away for some boy/girl fun, and then the surviving patients and staff were made to stack the
bodies and bloodied mattresses outside, along with smashed-up college desks and cupboards, in preparation
for a huge funeral pyre. Over at the Jockey Club in Happy Valley a similar scene was going down, and to a
lesser extent this sort of thing was happening at various other locations throughout the colony.
WORLD WAR II
December 26, Friday, 1941: Manila was declared an open city but Japanese bombing continued.
WORLD WAR II
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December 29, Monday, 1941: A New Year Carol for chorus and piano by John Ireland to traditional words
was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford.
Corregidor, Philippine Islands was bombed for the first time by Japanese aircraft.
United States Submarine Tender Canopus (AS-9) was damaged by a horizontal bomber in the vicinity of the
Philippine Islands, 14 degrees 25’ N, 120 degrees 20’ E.
On the Crimean Peninsula in the Black Sea, in the occupied port city of Feodosia, the German Wehrmacht had
placed a small detachment of troops, and a number of wounded German soldiers were convalescing in that
city’s hospitals. On this morning the port was bombarded by the Soviet Black Sea Fleet and a landing was
accomplished by Soviet marines, followed by infantry who invested the city. Needing hospital beds for their
wounded comrades, and finding wounded soldiers filling the local hospitals, they simply shoved these
Germans out the windows onto the frigid ground. To ensure they would die they poured water on the nearly
dead bodies.
WORLD WAR II
December 31, Wednesday, 1941: Red Army troops were put ashore at Feodosiya, Crimea.
Jewish children were excluded from the public schools of Belgium.
ANTISEMITISM
Venezuela broke diplomatic relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
As Japanese submarines shelled the islands of Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii, Admiral C.W. Nimitz was assuming
command of the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor on Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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1942
1942: Lin Yu-t’ang’s THE WISDOM OF CHINA AND INDIA.
The US War Department’s POCKET GUIDE TO CHINA was drawn by Milton Caniff, imaginative author of
“Terry and the Pirates”:

JAPANESE
1942: Dr. Shiro Ishii’s Japanese Army Unit 731 began field tests of germ warfare on Chinese soldiers and
civilians. Tens of thousands would succumb to bubonic plague, cholera, anthrax, and other diseases.
US soldiers captured in the Philippines would be sent to Manchuria and there “experimented upon.”
WORLD WAR II
1942: JOHN MUIR ’s TRAVELS IN ALASKA, in Japanese.
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1942: The Japanese invaded the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) and British India.
The Tuskegee Airmen all-black 99th Fighter Squadron was formed.
Friend Bayard Rustin was dispatched to California by the Fellowship of Reconciliation of the American
Friends Service Committee, to help protect the property of Japanese-Americans while they were being held in
camps in the inland deserts.

Friend Floyd Schmoe attempted to prevent the internment of Japanese-Americans who were being removed
from their Seattle WA homes and shipped off to internment camps in Idaho. When attempts to prevent the
internments failed, he gave up the teaching of forest ecology at the University of Washington in order to do
what he could to help make this internment less harsh. He would help to preserve the businesses that the
Japanese citizens had been forced to leave behind. Before the end of World War II the daughter Esther Schmoe
would get married with Gordon K. Hirabayashi.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
1942: During a great hurricane, 16 of the 22 islets of the Suvarov atoll in the Cook Islands were washed away
within a matter of hours. The lives of the children of the islanders were saved by lashing each child into the
fork of a tamanu tree elastic enough to bend with the wind until the violence of the storm was spent.

...but it’s good weather most of the time

Long-term fighting back and forth across the island of Guadalcanal, deliberately kept inconclusive at the cost
of many American lives, helped to maintain the pretense that when the USA eventually was able to go on the
offensive in the Pacific, we would be reacting to the original Japanese attack — rather than initiating a fresh
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aggression.

In the Guadalcanal operation, the inspiration for which was entirely political rather than in any sense military,
between 7 August 1942 and 8 February 1943, 71 Marine officers and 1,026 enlisted men183 would be killed
and 52 officers and 246 men would be listed as missing in action and presumed dead. In addition, 11 officers
and 98 men would be listed as either dead or wounded, 223 officers and 2,693 men would be more or less

183. God must love enlisted men: he makes so many of them!
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seriously wounded, and 357 officers and 4,063 men would become prisoners of war.
WORLD WAR II
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January 2, Friday, 1942: The Japanese captured Manila and Cavite in the Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II

Indian troops were forced back from Kampar, Malaya.
The Red Army broke through the German front line at Rzhev west of Moscow.
January 3, Saturday, 1942: Japanese forces captured Labuan Island off Sabah.
Japanese planes bombed Rabaul.
The Leningrad Radio Orchestra ceased operations because “too many players were ill, or starving, or dead.”

January 4, Sunday, 1942: Piano Concerto by Carlos Chávez was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie
Hall, New York.
January 6, Tuesday, 1942: The Allied advance in Libya reached Brega and El Agheila (Al’Uqaylah).
Pan American Airlines completed the first “round-the-world” commercial flight.
Japanese amphibious forces occupied Brunei Bay, Borneo.
WORLD WAR II
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January 7, Wednesday, 1942: The US Navy’s authorized aircraft strength was increased from 15,000 to
27,500.
Japanese forces attacked Allied (Britain-India-Australia) defensive positions along the River Slim in Malaya,
inflicting heavy losses and forcing retreat.
German troops drove partisans out of Olovo, Yugoslavia.
The Red Army began a counteroffensive north of Novgorod.
WORLD WAR II
Next of Kin, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, privately, in the Curzon
Theater of London.
Statements for Orchestra by Aaron Copland was performed completely for the initial time, in New York.
January 9, Friday, 1942: Japanese forces attacked the Abucay Line, the American-Philippine defensive line
across the Bataan Peninsula. They met stiff resistance.
Soviet forces began an offensive in the Valdai Hills west and northwest of Moscow. They had good initial
success.
WORLD WAR II
J. Sigfrid Edström of Sweden replaced Henri, comte de Baillet-Latour of Belgium as President of the
International Olympic Committee.
January 11, Sunday, 1942: Japan declared war on the Netherlands, simultaneously invading and capturing
Tarakan on Borneo and Manado on Celebes (Sulawesi). Japanese troops also occupied Kuala Lampur, Malaya.
Henry Cowell’s Suite for piano and string orchestra was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
The British re-took Sollum.
Landing at Tarakan and Jesselton on the island of Borneo and on Menado and Kema in the Celebes and taking
Kuala Lumpur, the Japanese declared war on the Netherlands and began their invasion of the Netherlands East
Indies.
Naval Station, Pago Pago, Samoa, was shelled by a Japanese submarine.
United States naval vessels damaged: Carrier Saratoga (CV-3), by submarine torpedo, 500 miles southwest of
Oahu
WORLD WAR II
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January 15, Thursday, 1942: Senator Harry S Truman’s Truman Committee presented its 1st Annual Report
to the Senate. This would help induce President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to replace his Office of Production
Management with a new, more powerful War Production Board.
American-British-Dutch-Australian Supreme Command was established. Field Marshall Sir Archibald
Wavell, British Army assumed supreme command of all forces in area, while Admiral T.C. Hart, United States
Navy had command of the naval forces under Field Marshall Wavell.
Japanese forces attacked a new Allied (Britain-India-Australia) defense line along the River Muar, Malaya,
eventually forcing further retreat.
Jawaharlal Nehru succeeded Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi as head of the All-India Congress Party.
The initial batch of United States servicemen arrived in Britain (“overfed, oversexed and over here”).
Singapore surrendered to the Japanese. The 130,000 British and Indian prisoners of war would be sent to labor
on the Burma-Siam railway.
Singapore’s Princess Alexandria Hospital was being guarded by a detachment of Gurkha troops. When
commanded by a Japanese officer to lay down their arms, their NCO replied that this was a civilian hospital,
not a military target. The Japanese gave an order and his men killed 24 of the Gurkhas. They then entered the
hospital and began to slaughter its patients, which included a number of survivors from the Prince of Wales
and the Repulse. The doctors and medical orderlies were killed, and the nurses were raped and then killed.
The Japanese made a determined effort to exterminate the entire Chinese population of Singapore, and
managed to kill 9,000-12,000. After interrogation by the Kempetai the ethnic Chinese were obliged to hand
over all their personal possessions, rings, watches, jewelry, money, etc., before being forced onto captured
British lorries and driven to the Tanjong Pagar Wharf and beheaded.

HEADCHOPPING

This went on for 12 days while boats from Singapore Harbour brought more and more Chinese civilians to that
execution site. In the Geylang district, 3,600 Chinese were herded into the grounds of the Teluk Kurau English
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School and interrogated by the Kempetai. At the completion of interrogation, in groups of 200, they were taken
by truck to the crest of a hill off Siglap Road and shot, beheaded, or bayonetted. One person present within the
Teluk Kurau English School grounds that day would survive to tell the tale. In another such action, 700
Chinese were taken to an area just east of Changi where mass graves had already been dug, and the heads of
these victims were piled up in a waiting lorry and during that night would be installed on bamboo stakes around
and about Singapore. (A British military court would sentence Lieutenant-General Takuma Nishimura,
commander of the Japanese troops in Singapore, to life imprisonment, but an Australian Military Court would
then try him for other crimes and he would be hanged on June 11, 1951.)
WORLD WAR II
In case you wondered, this is what the cross-section of the human neck, revealed by this interesting practice,
actually looks like:
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January 16, Friday, 1942: In the Washington DC alphabet soup, a War Production Board (WPB) was
established to supplant the Office of Production Management (OPM). (Better BYOB!)
Philippine forces attacked out of the Bataan Peninsula. After initial gains, the attack was repulsed.
Japanese forces broke through Indian defenders to cross the Slim River Bridge in Malaya, north of Singapore.
Japanese forces invaded Burma from Thailand at Tavoy.
The British protectorate over Aruba passed to the United States.
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Macbeth by William Walton was performed for the initial time, in the
Manchester Opera House.
Diversions on a Theme op.21 for piano-left hand and orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the
initial time, at the Academy of Music in Philadelphia. Paul Wittgenstein was the soloist.
WORLD WAR II
January 18, Sunday, 1942: Germany, Italy, and Japan signed a new military pact in Berlin.
After having failed to capture Sevastopol, the German Wehrmacht returned to recapture Feodosia. They found
that while the Russian army had been in control of that city, wounded soldiers at the local hospitals had been
pushed out of the windows to make room for Russian wounded, and then water had been poured on the nearly
dead bodies so these wounded men would freeze to death. Underneath sea ice on the beach the Germans found
a number of bodies of their comrades, who had been thrown from a wall several metres high after having been
beaten and mutilated. Approximately 160 wounded German soldiers had been dealt with in such manners by
the Soviet troops but some dozen had survived by hiding in cellars.
WORLD WAR II
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January 19, Monday, 1942: Japanese forces occupied Sandakan, capital of the British colony of North
Borneo. They also completed their conquest of Tavoy, Thailand (Dawei, Thailand).
The Lady Hawkins, a 7,988-ton passenger/cargo ship of the Canadian National Steamship Company, was sunk
by 2 tin fish from German U-boat U66 (Korvette-Kapitän Richard Zapp) midway between Cape Hatteras and
BERMUDA . The ship was carrying 212 passengers and 109 crewmen.

About 162 passengers died as did 88 crewmen. The steamship Coamo would rescue 71 from a lifeboat and
drop them off at San Juan, Puerto Rico. (This liner Coamo would later be itself torpedoed, on December 9,
1942, and would sink with the loss of 133 passengers and crewmen. U66 would be sunk on May 6, 1944 by
the destroyer escort USS Buckley, with 24 of its crew dying and 36 surviving.)
WORLD WAR II
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January 20, Tuesday, 1942: Soviet troops captured Mozhaisk, west of Moscow.
The United States naval vessel PT-31 was damaged by grounding and sunk by United States forces in the
vicinity of the Philippine Islands, 14 degrees 45 minutes North, 120 degrees 13 minutes East.

The Japanese submarine I-124 was sunk by destroyer Edsall (DD-219) and three Australian corvettes off Port
Darwin, Australia.
SS Leader Reinhard Heydrich held a conference in the appropriated mansion of a Jew in Grossen-Wannsee,
a pricey suburb of East Berlin, to coordinate the “Final Solution (Endlösung) of the Jewish Question
(Judenfrage).” There were 15 Nazi bureaucrats in attendance including Herr Adolf Eichmann, chief of Jewish
affairs for the Reich Central Security Office (Reichssicherheitshauptamt):
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
Stamp: Top Secret
30 copies
16th copy
Minutes of discussion.
I.
The following persons took part in the discussion about the final
solution of the Jewish question which took place in Berlin, am Grossen
Wannsee No. 56/58 on 20 January 1942.
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Gauleiter Dr. Meyer
and Reichsamtleiter
Dr. Leibbrandt

Reich Ministry for the Occupied
Eastern territories

Secretary of State Dr. Stuckart

Reich Ministry for the Interior

Secretary of State Neumann

Plenipotentiary for the
Four Year Plan

Secretary of State Dr. Freisler

Reich Ministry of Justice

Secretary of State Dr. Bühler

Office of the Government General

Under Secretary of State
Dr. Luther

Foreign Office

SS-Oberführer Klopfer

Party Chancellery

Ministerialdirektor Kritzinger

Reich Chancellery

SS-Gruppenführer Hofmann

Race and Settlement Main Office

SS-Gruppenführer Müller
SS-Obersturmbannführer Eichmann

Reich Main Security Office

SS-Oberführer Dr. Schöngarth
Commander of the Security Police
and the SD in the
Government General

Security Police and SD

SS-Sturmbannführer Dr. Lange
Security Police and SD
Commander of the Security Police
and the SD for the General-District
Latvia, as deputy of the Commander
of the Security Police and the SD
for the Reich Commissariat “Eastland”.
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II.
At the beginning of the discussion Chief of the Security Police and of
the SD, SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich, reported that the Reich Marshal
had appointed him delegate for the preparations for the final solution of
the Jewish question in Europe and pointed out that this discussion had
been called for the purpose of clarifying fundamental questions. The wish
of the Reich Marshal to have a draft sent to him concerning
organizational, factual and material interests in relation to the final
solution of the Jewish question in Europe makes necessary an initial
common action of all central offices immediately concerned with these
questions in order to bring their general activities into line. The
Reichsführer-SS and the Chief of the German Police (Chief of the Security
Police and the SD) was entrusted with the official central handling of
the final solution of the Jewish question without regard to geographic
borders. The Chief of the Security Police and the SD then gave a short
report of the struggle which has been carried on thus far against this
enemy, the essential points being the following:
a) the expulsion of the Jews from every sphere of life of the German
people,
b) the expulsion of the Jews from the living space of the German people.
In carrying out these efforts, an increased and planned acceleration of
the emigration of the Jews from Reich territory was started, as the only
possible present solution.
By order of the Reich Marshal, a Reich Central Office for Jewish
Emigration was set up in January 1939 and the Chief of the Security
Police and SD was entrusted with the management. Its most important tasks
were
a) to make all necessary arrangements for the preparation for an
increased emigration of the Jews,
b) to direct the flow of emigration,
c) to speed the procedure of emigration in each individual case.
The aim of all this was to cleanse German living space of Jews in a legal
manner.
All the offices realized the drawbacks of such enforced accelerated
emigration. For the time being they had, however, tolerated it on account
of the lack of other possible solutions of the problem.
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The work concerned with emigration was, later on, not only a German
problem, but also a problem with which the authorities of the countries
to which the flow of emigrants was being directed would have to deal.
Financial difficulties, such as the demand by various foreign
governments for increasing sums of money to be presented at the time of
the landing, the lack of shipping space, increasing restriction of entry
permits, or the cancelling of such, increased extraordinarily the
difficulties of emigration. In spite of these difficulties, 537,000 Jews
were sent out of the country between the takeover of power and the
deadline of 31 October 1941. Of these
approximately 360,000 were in Germany proper on 30 January 1933
approximately 147,000 were in Austria (Ostmark) on 15 March 1939
approximately 30,000 were in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia
on 15 March 1939.
The Jews themselves, or their Jewish political organizations, financed
the emigration. In order to avoid impoverished Jews' remaining behind,
the principle was followed that wealthy Jews have to finance the
emigration of poor Jews; this was arranged by imposing a suitable tax,
i.e., an emigration tax, which was used for financial arrangements in
connection with the emigration of poor Jews and was imposed according to
income.
Apart from the necessary Reichsmark exchange, foreign currency had to
presented at the time of landing. In order to save foreign exchange held
by Germany, the foreign Jewish financial organizations were - with the
help of Jewish organizations in Germany - made responsible for arranging
an adequate amount of foreign currency. Up to 30 October 1941, these
foreign Jews donated a total of around 9,500,000 dollars.
In the meantime the Reichsführer-SS and Chief of the German Police had
prohibited emigration of Jews due to the dangers of an emigration in
wartime and due to the possibilities of the East.
III.
Another possible solution of the problem has now taken the place of
emigration, i.e. the evacuation of the Jews to the East, provided that
the Führer gives the appropriate approval in advance.
These actions are, however, only to be considered provisional, but
practical experience is already being collected which is of the greatest
importance in relation to the future final solution of the Jewish
question.
Approximately 11 million Jews will be involved in the final solution of
the European Jewish question, distributed as follows among the
individual countries:
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Country
A.

B.

Number

Germany proper
Austria
Eastern territories
General Government
Bialystok
Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia
Estonia
- free of Jews Latvia
Lithuania
Belgium
Denmark
France / occupied territory
unoccupied territory
Greece
Netherlands
Norway
Bulgaria
England
Finland
Ireland
Italy including Sardinia
Albania
Croatia
Portugal
Rumania including Bessarabia
Sweden
Switzerland
Serbia
Slovakia
Spain
Turkey (European portion)
Hungary
USSR
Ukraine
White Russia
excluding Bialystok
Total

131,800
43,700
420,000
2,284,000
400,000
74,200
3,500
34,000
43,000
5,600
165,000
700,000
69,600
160,800
1,300

48,000
330,000
2,300
4,000
58,000
200
40,000
3,000
342,000
8,000
18,000
10,000
88,000
6,000
55,500
742,800
5,000,000
2,994,684
446,484
over

11,000,000

The number of Jews given here for foreign countries includes, however,
only those Jews who still adhere to the Jewish faith, since some
countries still do not have a definition of the term “Jew” according to
racial principles.
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The handling of the problem in the individual countries will meet with
difficulties due to the attitude and outlook of the people there,
especially in Hungary and Rumania. Thus, for example, even today the Jew
can buy documents in Rumania that will officially prove his foreign
citizenship.
The influence of the Jews in all walks of life in the USSR is well known.
Approximately five million Jews live in the European part of the USSR, in
the Asian part scarcely 1/4 million.
The breakdown of Jews residing in the European part of the USSR according
to trades was approximately as follows:
Agriculture
Urban workers
In trade
Employed by the state
In private occupations such as
medical profession, press, theater, etc.

9.1
14.8
20.0
23.4

%
%
%
%

32.7 %

Under proper guidance, in the course of the final solution the Jews are
to be allocated for appropriate labor in the East. Able-bodied Jews,
separated according to sex, will be taken in large work columns to these
areas for work on roads, in the course of which action doubtless a large
portion will be eliminated by natural causes.
The possible final remnant will, since it will undoubtedly consist of the
most resistant portion, have to be treated accordingly, because it is the
product of natural selection and would, if released, act as a the seed of
a new Jewish revival (see the experience of history.)
In the course of the practical execution of the final solution, Europe
will be combed through from west to east. Germany proper, including the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, will have to be handled first due to
the housing problem and additional social and political necessities.
The evacuated Jews will first be sent, group by group, to so-called
transit ghettos, from which they will be transported to the East.
SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich went on to say that an important
prerequisite for the evacuation as such is the exact definition of the
persons involved.
It is not intended to evacuate Jews over 65 years old, but to send them
to an old-age ghetto - Theresienstadt is being considered for this
purpose.
In addition to these age groups
Germany proper and Austria on 31
65 years old - severely wounded
(Iron Cross I) will be accepted
expedient solution, in one fell
prevented.

- of the approximately 280,000 Jews in
October 1941, approximately 30% are over
veterans and Jews with war decorations
in the old-age ghettos. With this
swoop many interventions will be
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The beginning of the individual larger evacuation actions will largely
depend on military developments. Regarding the handling of the final
solution in those European countries occupied and influenced by us, it
was proposed that the appropriate expert of the Foreign Office discuss
the matter with the responsible official of the Security Police and SD.
In Slovakia and Croatia the matter is no longer so difficult, since the
most substantial problems in this respect have already been brought near
a solution. In Rumania the government has in the meantime also appointed
a commissioner for Jewish affairs. In order to settle the question in
Hungary, it will soon be necessary to force an adviser for Jewish
questions onto the Hungarian government.
With regard to taking up preparations for dealing with the problem in
Italy, SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich considers it opportune to contact
the chief of police with a view to these problems.
In occupied and unoccupied France, the registration of Jews for
evacuation will in all probability proceed without great difficulty.
Under Secretary of State Luther calls attention in this matter to the
fact that in some countries, such as the Scandinavian states,
difficulties will arise if this problem is dealt with thoroughly and that
it will therefore be advisable to defer actions in these countries.
Besides, in view of the small numbers of Jews affected, this deferral
will not cause any substantial limitation.
The Foreign Office sees no great difficulties for southeast and western
Europe.
SS-Gruppenführer Hofmann plans to send an expert to Hungary from the Race
and Settlement Main Office for general orientation at the time when the
Chief of the Security Police and SD takes up the matter there. It was
decided to assign this expert from the Race and Settlement Main Office,
who will not work actively, as an assistant to the police attaché.
IV.
In the course of the final solution plans, the Nuremberg Laws should
provide a certain foundation, in which a prerequisite for the absolute
solution of the problem is also the solution to the problem of mixed
marriages and persons of mixed blood.
The Chief of the Security Police and the SD discusses the following
points, at first theoretically, in regard to a letter from the chief of
the Reich chancellery:
1) Treatment of Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree
Persons of mixed blood of the first degree will, as regards the final
solution of the Jewish question, be treated as Jews.
From this treatment the following exceptions will be made:
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a) Persons of mixed blood of the first degree married to persons of
German blood if their marriage has resulted in children (persons of mixed
blood of the second degree). These persons of mixed blood of the second
degree are to be treated essentially as Germans.
b) Persons of mixed blood of the first degree, for whom the highest
offices of the Party and State have already issued exemption permits in
any sphere of life. Each individual case must be examined, and it is not
ruled out that the decision may be made to the detriment of the person of
mixed blood.
The prerequisite for any exemption must always be the personal merit of
the person of mixed blood. (Not the merit of the parent or spouse of
German blood.)
Persons of mixed blood of the first degree who are exempted from
evacuation will be sterilized in order to prevent any offspring and to
eliminate the problem of persons of mixed blood once and for all. Such
sterilization will be voluntary. But it is required to remain in the
Reich. The sterilized “person of mixed blood” is thereafter free of all
restrictions to which he was previously subjected.
2) Treatment of Persons of Mixed Blood of the Second Degree
Persons of mixed blood of the second degree will be treated fundamentally
as persons of German blood, with the exception of the following cases, in
which the persons of mixed blood of the second degree will be considered
as Jews:
a) The person of mixed blood of the second degree was born of a marriage
in which both parents are persons of mixed blood.
b) The person of mixed blood of the second degree has a racially
especially undesirable appearance that marks him outwardly as a Jew.
c) The person of mixed blood of the second degree has a particularly bad
police and political record that shows that he feels and behaves like a
Jew.
Also in these cases exemptions should not be made if the person of mixed
blood of the second degree has married a person of German blood.
3) Marriages between Full Jews and Persons of German Blood.
Here it must be decided from case to case whether the Jewish partner will
be evacuated or whether, with regard to the effects of such a step on the
German relatives, [this mixed marriage] should be sent to an old-age
ghetto.
4) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and
Persons of German Blood.
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a) Without Children.
If no children have resulted from the marriage, the person of mixed blood
of the first degree will be evacuated or sent to an old-age ghetto (same
treatment as in the case of marriages between full Jews and persons of
German blood, point 3.)
b) With Children.
If children have resulted from the marriage (persons of mixed blood of
the second degree), they will, if they are to be treated as Jews, be
evacuated or sent to a ghetto along with the parent of mixed blood of the
first degree. If these children are to be treated as Germans (regular
cases), they are exempted from evacuation as is therefore the parent of
mixed blood of the first degree.
5) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and
Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree or Jews.
In these marriages (including the children) all members of the family
will be treated as Jews and therefore be evacuated or sent to an old-age
ghetto.
6) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and
Persons of Mixed Blood of the Second Degree.
In these marriages both partners will be evacuated or sent to an old-age
ghetto without consideration of whether the marriage has produced
children, since possible children will as a rule have stronger Jewish
blood than the Jewish person of mixed blood of the second degree.
SS-Gruppenführer Hofmann advocates the opinion that sterilization will
have to be widely used, since the person of mixed blood who is given the
choice whether he will be evacuated or sterilized would rather undergo
sterilization.
State Secretary Dr. Stuckart maintains that carrying out in practice of
the just mentioned possibilities for solving the problem of mixed
marriages and persons of mixed blood will create endless administrative
work. In the second place, as the biological facts cannot be disregarded
in any case, State Secretary Dr. Stuckart proposed proceeding to forced
sterilization.
Furthermore, to simplify the problem of mixed marriages possibilities
must be considered with the goal of the legislator saying something like:
“These marriages have been dissolved.”
With regard to the issue of the effect of the evacuation of Jews on the
economy, State Secretary Neumann stated that Jews who are working in
industries vital to the war effort, provided that no replacements are
available, cannot be evacuated.
SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich indicated that these Jews would not be
evacuated according to the rules he had approved for carrying out the
evacuations then underway.
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State Secretary Dr. Bühler stated that the General Government would
welcome it if the final solution of this problem could be begun in the
General Government, since on the one hand transportation does not play
such a large role here nor would problems of labor supply hamper this
action. Jews must be removed from the territory of the General Government
as quickly as possible, since it is especially here that the Jew as an
epidemic carrier represents an extreme danger and on the other hand he is
causing permanent chaos in the economic structure of the country through
continued black market dealings. Moreover, of the approximately 2 1/2
million Jews concerned, the majority is unfit for work.
State Secretary Dr. Bühler stated further that the solution to the Jewish
question in the General Government is the responsibility of the Chief of
the Security Police and the SD and that his efforts would be supported by
the officials of the General Government. He had only one request, to
solve the Jewish question in this area as quickly as possible.
In conclusion the different types of possible solutions were discussed,
during which discussion both Gauleiter Dr. Meyer and State Secretary Dr.
Bühler took the position that certain preparatory activities for the
final solution should be carried out immediately in the territories in
question, in which process alarming the populace must be avoided.
The meeting was closed with the request of the Chief of the Security
Police and the SD to the participants that they afford him appropriate
support during the carrying out of the tasks involved in the solution.
January 21, Wednesday, 1942: Japanese forces entered the South China Sea, cutting off many American
troops.
Japanese airplanes bombed Singapore.
Rommel’s German and Italian counter-offensive from El Agheila (Al’Uqaylah) in Libya began. Allied forces
would be driven halfway from Benghazi to Tobruk (Tubruq).
Over the next three days, the Hungarian Army murdered 2,000 Serbs and 1,000 Jews in Novi Sad, Vojvodina.
The Jews of Vilna created the Fareynegte Partizaner Organizatsye (United Partisan Organization).
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessels sunk: Submarine S-36, damaged by grounding on the previous day and sunk by
United States forces, Makassar Strait, Netherlands East Indies. United States naval vessels damaged: Light
cruiser Boise (CL-47), by grounding, Sape Strait, Netherlands East Indies
WORLD WAR II
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January 22, Thursday, 1942: Incidental music to Pogodin’s play The Kremlin Chimes by Aram Khachaturian
was performed for the initial time, in Saratov.
William Schuman’s Symphony no.4 was performed for the initial time, in Cleveland.
German forces took Agedabia (Ajdabiya) in Libya.
Allied forces evacuated Lae and Salamaua, New Guinea. Japanese reinforcements landed in the Subic Bay
area of the Philippine Islands and occupied Mussau Island in the Bismarck Archipelago.
A company of 161 Australian and Indian POWs had been interned in a large wooden building at Parit Sulong
in Malaysia. In the late afternoon they were ordered by the Japanese to assemble at the rear of a row of
damaged shops nearby, the pretext being a promise of medical treatment and food, those who were able to do
so carrying the wounded. When these POWs were sitting or lying at this assembly point, however, out of the
back rooms of these wrecked shops three machine-guns opened fire on them. When the firing ceased, the
Japanese bayoneted those bodies still showing signs of life. To dispose of the bodies, the row of shops was
blown up and the debris bulldozed into a pile, on top of which the corpses were placed. After 60 gallons of
gasoline had been splashed on the pile, a flaming torch was thrown on. By midnight the pile had reduced itself
to two feet of gray ash. (The perpetrator, Lieutenant-General Takuma Nishimura, would be convicted by a
British military tribunal of having commanded unrelated massacres in Singapore and would be sentenced on
April 2, 1947 to life imprisonment. After serving four years in prison, he would be in process of being
transferred to Tokyo to serve out the balance of this life sentence when the ship carrying him would stop briefly
at Hong Kong and the Australian military police would use the opportunity to seize him there and return him
to Manus Island for another trial, this one before an Australian military court. He would hang on June 11,
1951.)
WORLD WAR II
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

REPRESENTATIVE FORD WANTS ALL COAST JAPS IN CAMPS.
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January 23, Friday, 1942: Concerto da camera for violin, strings, piano and timpani by Bohuslav Martinu was
performed for the initial time, in Basel.
The Japanese landed at Kieta on Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.

Japanese landed at Balikpapan, Borneo. Japanese forces seized control of Kavieng, and Rabaul on the island
of New Britain in the northern Solomon Islands. On Rabaul they took the garrison of a thousand Australians.
Those surviving the attack were killed after they surrendered. In the 3-month period from February into April
of this year, the Japanese would be developing Rabaul into a major military installation with many naval and
air components.
At a meeting of foreign ministers of 21 American republics in Rio de Janeiro, a resolution was adopted
unanimously urging all governments in the Western Hemisphere to sever their relations with Germany, Italy,
and Japan. A clause making it compulsory was removed, at the insistence of Argentina.
The Red Army took Kholm from the Germans, northwest of Moscow.
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Near the town of Ujvidek in the Hungarian-occupied portion of Yugoslavia, local partisans killed 17
Hungarian soldiers. The commander of the occupation sent his forces to retaliate against this town.
The Hungarian soldiers and the Arrow Cross militia rounded up 550 local Jews and 292 Serbs and forced them
onto the frozen Danube at Nova Sad until their collective weight caused them to plunge through the ice and
drown.

Over a 6-day period 2,467 other Serbs, Jews, and anti-fascist Magyars would be massacred. When, later,
General Ferenc Teketehalmi-Czeydner would face a court-martial for his leadership of the occupation, all such
charges against him would be quashed by Admiral Horthy, head of state.
ANTISEMITISM
United States Oiler Neches (AO-5) was sunk by Japanese submarine torpedo off the Hawaiian Islands,
at 21 degrees 1 minute North, 160 degrees 6 minutes West.184
WORLD WAR II

184. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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January 24, Saturday, 1942: Defeat having no friends, a five-man presidential commission delivered the
foregone conclusion that the disaster at Pearl Harbor had been due to “dereliction of duty” and “errors of
judgement” by the two commanders immediately in charge in Hawaii, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Lt.
General Walter C. Short (these two commanders had already been relieved of their responsibilities, on
December 17th, in anticipation of this necessary judgment).
A Soviet offensive against German forces south of Kharkov crossed the Donets River and took Barvenkovo.
Battle of Balikpapan (Battle of Makassar Strait): Japanese Borneo invasion convoy underwent night torpedo
attack off Balikpapan, Borneo, by destroyer division (Commander P.H. Talbot) composed of Parrott (DD218), Pope (DD-225), John. D. Ford (DD-228), and Paul Jones (DD-230); four enemy transports and a patrol
craft were sunk. Japanese landed at Kendari, Celebes; Kavieng, New Ireland.
American and Philippine forces retreated south from the Abucay Line to new defensive positions on Bataan.
Japanese troops landed behind the US-Philippine line at Point Longoskayan.
United States Submarine S-26 sank after a collision with submarine chaser PC-460 in the Gulf of Panama.
United States Destroyer John D. Ford (DD-228) was damaged by naval gunfire in the vicinity of the
Netherlands East Indies, 12 degrees 0 seconds South, 117 degrees 1 minute East.
Japanese Patrol Boat No. 37 was sunk by surface craft in the Makassar Strait, Netherlands East Indies,
0 degrees 10 minutes North, 118 degrees 0 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 25, Sunday, 1942: Henry Cowell’s Little Concerto for piano and band, an arrangement of movements
3-5 of the composer’s Suite for Piano and Strings, was performed for the initial time, in West Point, New York,
with the composer himself at the keyboard.
At a conference of foreign ministers in Rio de Janeiro, Peru and Ecuador settled their border dispute. Bolivia
and Paraguay severed diplomatic relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
Soviet forces captured Lozovaya, south of Kharkov, from German forces.
The German destroyer Bruno Heinemann was in the English Channel enroute to a French port when it struck
two mines and sank with the loss of 93.185
Thailand declared war on Great Britain and the United States. Great Britain declared war on Thailand.
A Japanese submarine shelled Midway Island. Japanese troops landed at Lae, Northeast New Guinea. Allied
forces abandon their last defensive position in Malaya, Batu Pahat, northwest of Singapore.
The following headline raising public apprehension about a putative Japanese invasion of the North American
continent appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

NEW WEST COAST RAIDS FEARED.
Unidentified Flares and Blinker Lights
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Ashore Worry Naval Officials.
WORLD WAR II
January 26, Monday, 1942: The First United States Expeditionary Force to Europe in World War II arrived in
Northern Ireland: “overfed, oversexed, and over here,” as the Brits would become rather fond of remarking.
The following headline raising public apprehension about a putative Japanese invasion of the North American
continent appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

OLSEN SAYS WAR MAY HIT STATE.
Shift of Combat to California Possible, Governor Declares.
WORLD WAR II

January 27, Tuesday, 1942: Submarine Seawolf (SS-197) delivers ammunition to Corregidor, Philippine
Islands and evacuates Naval and Army pilots. Naval Air Station, Puunene, Maui was established. Japanese
submarine sunk: I-173, by submarine Gudgeon (SS-211), Central Pacific area, 28 degrees 24 minutes North,
178 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
185. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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January 28, Wednesday, 1942: The 3d Conference of Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, in
session in Rio de Janeiro since 15 January, was concluded. Brazil severed all relations with Germany, Italy,
and Japan.
Japanese landed on Rossel Island off New Guinea.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

EVICTION OF JAP ALIENS SOUGHT.
Immediate Removal of Nipponese Near Harbor
and Defense Areas Urged by Southland Officials.
WORLD WAR II
January 29, Thursday, 1942: Japanese forces landed at Badoeng Island and Mampawan, Celebes.
US and Philippine troops eliminated the Japanese bridgehead on Point Longoskayan, Bataan.
Ezra Pound resented as racist the post-Pearl Harbor attacks on the Japanese by the Allies: “A BBC
commentator somewhere about January 8 was telling his presumably music hall audience the Japs were
jackals, and that they had just recently, I think he said within living men’s lifetime, emerged from barbarism.
I don’t know what patriotic end you think, or he thinks, or the British authorities think is served by such fetid
ignorance.” The poet may have been right about this, for on this day the United States Department of Justice
was announcing the existence of West Coast exclusion zones, and expressing confidence that this would
receive the cooperation of the entire public including the enemy aliens involved. “Their exclusion from the
prohibited areas not only will aid national defense but also will protect the aliens themselves. The Attorney
General emphasized that, in the interests of an efficient and speedy solution of the problem, local officials and
the public at large should leave this complicated program in the hands of the Federal Government and should
not take conflicting actions which might impede the program.” Thomas Clark had been appointed by the
Attorney General as Coordinator of the Alien Enemy Control program for the Western Defense Command and
charged with execution of the plan.
Soviet troops captured Sukhinichi from German forces, southwest of Moscow.
German forces took Benghazi, Libya.
The foreign ministers of Ecuador and Peru signed a treaty ending their 125-year-old border dispute. Ecuador
broke off relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
Off Iceland, United States Coast Guard Cutter Alexander Hamilton (PG-34) was sunk by a torpedo from a
German submarine.
WORLD WAR II
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January 31, Saturday, 1942: The Office of Procurement and Material (OP&M) was established in the Office
of the Under Secretary of the Navy, with Vice Admiral S.M. Robinson becoming the 1st director.
Japanese forces captured Ambon Island in the Moluccas, almost wiping out the Australian defenders.
Remaining Allied troops (Britain-India-Australia) in Malaya completed their retreat onto Singapore, and the
connecting causeway with the mainland was destroyed.
The British destroyer HMS Belmont (which in a previous existence had been the USS Satterlee), while
escorting Convoy NA-2 to Britain, was torpedoed by Kapitän-Leutnant Siegfried Rollman’s German
submarine U82 southwest of Nova Scotia. All 138 aboard, including Lieutenant Commander G.B. Harding,
died. (On February 6, 1942, when the U82 would encounter Convoy OS-18 enroute to the United Kingdom
from Sierra Leone and be sunk by the escorts Tamarisk and Rochester, all 45 aboard would die.)186
WORLD WAR II

186. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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February 1, Sunday, 1942: A Christmas Carol, a song by Charles Ives to his own words, was performed for
the initial time, in Los Angeles.
The last 38 Jews and Romani in Loknya were murdered.
ANTISEMITISM
Two US carrier task forces (under Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey and Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher respectively) and
a bombardment group (under Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance), totaling 2 aircraft carriers, 5 cruisers, and 10
destroyers, raided Japanese positions on Kwajalein, Wotje, Maloelap, Jaluit, and Mili in the Marshall Islands
and on Makin in the Gilbert Islands.

Japanese forces took Pontianak on the west coast of Borneo. Meanwhile, a Japanese landing attempt on
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southwest Bataan in the Philippine Islands was being repulsed by motor torpedo boats and Army aircraft.
In Australia, United States Naval Base, Sydney was established.
In the British West Indies and British Guiana, United States Naval Air Stations, St. Lucia, and United States
Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Antigua were established.
The Seventh Naval District, with headquarters at Key West, Florida was reactivated.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by suicide bomber, Marshall-Gilberts raid, 10 degrees 33 minutes North,
171 degrees 53 minutes East.
Heavy cruiser Chester (CA-27), by dive bomber, Marshall-Gilberts raid, 08 degrees 45 minutes
North, 171 degrees 33 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

February 2, Monday, 1942: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #9, by mine, Netherlands East Indies
area, 3 degrees 42 minutes South, 128 degrees 10 minutes East.
What was the American tradition? According to Ezra Pound: “The determination of our forbears to set up and
maintain in the North American continent a government better than any other. The determination to govern
ourselves internally, better than any other nation on earth. The idea of Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, to keep
out of foreign shindies.”187
The following headline, and commentary about the remorselessness of accidents, appeared in The Los Angeles
Times:

THE QUESTION OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS
by W. H. Anderson
Perhaps the most difficult and delicate question that
confronts our powers that be is the handling —the safe
and proper treatment— of our American-born Japanese,
our Japanese-American citizens by the accident of
birth. But who are Japanese nevertheless. A viper is
nonetheless a viper wherever the egg is hatched.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

187. In response to media claims that he was a fascist propagandist Pound would say the following in an undated script from the
1942 period:

If anybody can find anything hostile to the Constitution of the
U.S.A. in these speeches, it would greatly interest me to know
what. It may be bizarre, eccentric, quaint, old-fashioned of me
to refer to that document, but I wish more Americans would at
least read it. It is not light and easy reading but it contains
several points of interest, whereby some of our present
officials could, if they but would, profit greatly.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

February 3, Tuesday, 1942: Ezra Pound told his radio audience that the United States had, “with unspeakable
vulgarity ... insulted the most finely tempered people on earth [the Japanese], threatening them with starvation,
threatening them with encirclement and telling them they were too low down to fight.” This was what, he said,
had brought about the attack at Pearl Harbor and consequent American intervention in the world war.
In Washington DC, President Roosevelt was relying heavily upon the recommendations of Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson as he implemented Executive Order 9066, and Stimson was relying upon the Commanding
General of the Western Defense Command, Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt, who had responsibility for the
security of our West Coast. The justification for the evacuation of Japanese American citizens from that
coastline was, allegedly, military necessity, but it would become all too clear later that this had been a mere
Fake News cover story for racism:
In the war in which we are now engaged racial affinities are not
severed by migration. The Japanese race is an enemy race and
while many second and third generation Japanese born on United
State soil, possessed of United States citizenship, have become
“Americanized,” the racial strains are undiluted. To conclude
otherwise is to expect that children born of white parents on
Japanese soil sever all racial affinity and become loyal
Japanese subjects, ready to fight and, if necessary, to die for
Japan in a war against the nation of their parents. That Japan
is allied with Germany and Italy in this struggle is not ground
for assuming that any Japanese, barred from assimilation by
convention as he is, though born and raised in the United States,
will not turn against this nation when the final test of loyalty
comes. It, therefore, follows that along the vital Pacific Coast
over 112,000 potential enemies, of Japanese extraction, are at
large today. There are indications that these were organized and
ready for concerted action at a favorable opportunity. The very
fact that no sabotage has taken place to date is a disturbing
and confirming indication that such action will be taken.
Let us linger upon the above, and parse it: had there been instances of sabotage along our Western coastline,
that would have been evidence that these Japanese American race enemies were race enemies, but the fact that
there had not been a single instance of such sabotage amounted to proof positive that these Japanese American
race enemies were race enemies. Yes, this is the way the racist’s mind works!
RACISM

The South East London Tribunal at Lambeth required the composer Michael Tippett to perform military tasks
of a non-combat nature, refusing his request for conscientious objector status (he would appeal against this).
It was announced the Arnold Bax has been appointed Master of the King’s Music.
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Submarine Trout (SS-202) delivers ammunition to Corregidor, Philippine Islands and removes gold, silver,
securities, and mail. The Japanese bombed Surabaya, Java, Netherlands East Indies. Japanese planes attacked
Port Moresby, Papua.
Japanese soldiers landed from five barges on the shore of Henry Reid Bay, an indent on Wide Bay near the Tol
and Waitavalo plantations, and immediately set out to round up various Australian fugitives who had been
hiding out in the surrounding jungle.
The following headlines appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

CALIFORNIANS SEEK MORE ALIEN CURBS.
Washington and Oregon Members of Congress
Join in Plea for Expansion of Program.
AMERICAN JAPS REMOVAL URGED.
Internment of All Dual Citizens
Asked by [LA] County Defense Council.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
February 4, Wednesday, 1942: All 100 Jewish residents of Rakov, near Minsk, were killed.
ANTISEMITISM
On the evening and morning of January 22/23rd some 17,000-20,000 Japanese soldiers had landed at Rabaul
on the island of New Britain., and on February 3rd five bargefulls had been unloaded on the shore of Henry
Reid Bay. The first 10 Australian fugitives to be hunted down by the 3rd Battalion of the 144th Japanese
Infantry Regiment were immediately bayoneted. The hands of those who surrendered were bound together,
their identity discs and other personal items were removed, and they were taken in groups of 10 or 12 into the
bush on the Tol Plantation and shot or bayoneted. At nearby Waitavalo plantation 35 prisoners were shot from
behind after which the Japanese threw palm fronds over the bodies. Six men would survive this wave of
killings. When the Australian 2/14th Battalion would return to this area in April 1945, they would discover a
number of areas that were littered with bleached human bones, adding up to 157 Australian soldiers. (When
the commander of the unit responsible, Colonel Masao Kusunose, would be tracked down on December 17,
1946, he would be found to be already deceased — having starved himself.)188

188. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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Japanese aircraft bombed an allied force (Rear Admiral K.W.F.M. Doorman, Royal Netherlands Navy) of 4
cruisers and accompanying destroyers attempting transit of Madoera Strait to attack Japanese Borneo invasion
fleet; 2 United States cruisers and 1 Netherlands cruiser were damaged. Submarine Seadragon (SS-194)
evacuates certain military personnel and material from Corregidor, Philippine Islands. Asiatic Fleet (Admiral
T.C. Hart) cease to exist organizationally (not formally abolished). Units of Asiatic Fleet were organized into
Southwest Pacific Force (Vice Admiral W.A. Glassford). Australian-New Zealand naval command was
established (Vice Admiral H.F. Leary, USN).
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

VENTURA COUNTY URGES
REMOVAL OF ALL JAPANESE.
Supervisor Demands Drastic Measures
in Seeking Evacuation From Coast Area.
CALIFORNIA
United States naval vessels damaged: Heavy Cruiser Houston (CA-30) and light cruiser Marblehead (CL-12),
by horizontal bombers, Madoera Strait, Borneo, 7 degrees 23 minutes South, 115 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 5, Thursday, 1942: United States Naval Operating Base, Londonderry, Northern Ireland,
was established.
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation J. Edgar Hoover communicated with the United States State
Department about the visit to the United States of America of Sir Peter Neville Luard Pears, an English tenor
who was a homosexual Quaker conscientious objector. There seems to have been something about this visiting
singer that made the FBI man uneasy.
Incantation and Dance for oboe and piano by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, in Elmira
College Chapel, New York.
The National Naval Medical Center was established at Bethesda, Maryland. (I, 2d Lieutenant Ashley Edward
Meredith, would receive mandatory cosmetic surgery there in 1962 at government expense — because my
commanding officer at Marine Corps Schools – Quantico was offended by my appearance in the United States
Marine Corps uniform.)
ASSLEY
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

LOYAL JAPS MUST AID FIGHT
AGAINST SABOTAGE, SAYS OLSON.
Governor Asserts Action Will be Taken
to Curb Spy and Fifth Columnist Activities.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
February 6, Friday, 1942: Henry Petroski was born in Brooklyn, New York. He would be raised in Park Slope
and Cambria Heights, Queens.
The United States and Britain established the Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS).
Naval Coastal Frontiers redesignated Sea Frontiers: Eastern Gulf, Caribbean, Panama, Hawaiian, Northwest,
Western, Philippine.
Japanese reinforcements were landed at Lingayen Gulf, Philippine Islands.
The following two headlines appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

JAPANESE HERE SENT
VITAL DATA TO TOKYO.
American-Born Nipponese Had Powerful Radios
to Transmit Messages, Dies [Chairman, House
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Un-American Activities Committee] Will Disclose.
CALIFORNIA

BOWRON ASKS REMOVAL
OF ALL JAPANESE INLAND.
Mayor would Establish Both Alien and
Native-Born Hundreds of Miles From Coast.
WORLD WAR II
February 8, Sunday, 1942: Danses concertantes for chamber orchestra by Igor Stravinsky was performed for
the initial time, in the Wilshire Ebell Theater, Los Angeles, conducted by the composer himself.
Japanese forces invaded Singapore against Australian troops guarding the west side of the island.
A Japanese submarine shelled Midway Island.
Japanese troops ere landed at Gasmata, New Britain.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Natsushio, by submarine S-37, Makassar Strait, Netherlands East
Indies area, 5 degrees 10 minutes South, 119 degrees 24 minutes East
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

ALIEN ISOLATION PLEA MISUNDERSTOOD.
Washington Seems to Feel Coast is Panicky;
All Necessary Measures Have Been Taken.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
February 9, Monday, 1942: Twenty days after the Wannsee Conference had plotted the extermination of
6,000,000 people, Führer Adolf Hitler orated in one of his radio broadcasts that:
The Jews will be liquidated for at least a thousand years.
ANTISEMITISM
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The New York chapter of the National Lawyers Guild and the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties
and the American Civil Liberties Union of New York petitioned the US House of Representatives to disband
its Un-American Activities Committee on account of its members’ “pro-Axis leanings” and “unsavory
record.”
UNAMERICANISM
Pursuant to the War Time Act passed on January 20th, the United States of America went on year-round
daylight savings time — which was henceforward to be known as “war time.”
Transport Lafayette (AP-53), formerly the French liner Normandie, burned at its New York pier.
Rear Admiral E.S. Land was appointed Director of War Shipping Administration.
Admiral W.H. Standley, USN (Ret.), was named ambassador to Russia.
The Japanese landed at Singapore Island.
Japanese aircraft bombed Batavia (Jakarta), Surabaya, and Malang, Java.
WORLD WAR II
February 10, Tuesday, 1942: Japanese forces captured Ujungpandang, Sulawesi.
Japanese troops crossed the River Salween near Martaban, Burma (Myanmar).
WORLD WAR II

February 11, Wednesday, 1942: United States troops arrived at Curacao and Aruba, Netherlands West Indies.
WORLD WAR II
February 12, Thursday, 1942: William Walton received an honorary doctorate from Oxford University.
Grant Wood died in Iowa City at the age of 50.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

MILITARY CONTROL OF ALIENS ADVOCATED.
Defense Council Wants Army and Navy
to Police Foreigners in Combat Zones.
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE
CALIFORNIA
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February 13, Friday, 1942: The Allies evacuated 3,000 important persons from Singapore. Almost all of them
were killed or captured at sea by the Japanese.
Japanese forces captured Bandjermasin (Banjarmasin) on the southern coast of Borneo.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

LINCOLN WOULD INTERN JAPS.
[Mayor] Bowron Says Civil War President
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Would Move Aliens If In Office Today.

THIS DEAD WHITE MAN WOULD
HAVE DONE THE DIRTY DEED

JAPANESE
CALIFORNIA
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
US CIVIL WAR

The following Walter Lippmann byline appeared:

THE FIFTH COLUMN ON THE COAST
The enemy alien problem on the Pacific Coast, or much more
accurately, the fifth column problem, is very serious and it is
very special.... The peculiar danger of the Pacific Coast is in
a Japanese raid accompanied by enemy action inside American
territory.... It is the fact that the Japanese navy has been
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reconnoitering the Pacific Coast more or less continually and
for a considerable period of time, testing and feeling out the
American defenses. It is the fact that communication takes place
between the enemy at sea and enemy agents on land. These are
facts which we shall ignore or minimize at our peril. It is the
fact that since the outbreak of the Japanese war there has been
no important sabotage on the Pacific Coast. From what we know
about Hawaii and about the fifth column in Europe, this is not,
as some have liked to think, a sign that there is nothing to be
feared. It is a sign that the blow is well organized and that
it is held back until it can be struck with maximum effect....
The Pacific Coast is officially a combat zone; some part of it
may at any moment be a battlefield. Nobody’s constitutional
rights include the right to reside and do business on a
battlefield. And nobody ought to be on a battlefield who has no
good reason for being there.
WORLD WAR II
February 14, Saturday, Valentine’s Day, 1942: On board the SS Vyner Brooke were 65 Australian Army
nurses who, together with other civilian women and children, made up a party of 300-odd evacuees from
Singapore. In the Banka Strait (a narrow strip of water between the islands of Banka and Sumatra) the ship
was sunk by Japanese planes. A few lifeboats managed to reach the mangrove-lined shore of Banka Island.
There they received advice from some islanders that they needed to give themselves up to the Japanese as there
was no prospect either of their escaping or of their evading detection. That night another lifeboat arrived on
this shore, containing some 30-40 British servicemen from another sunken vessel. The civilian women, some
of the nurses, and the children, then set out to walk to present themselves at the nearest Japanese compound.
When the Japanese arrived at the beach they first escorted the men into the jungle. When the Japanese came
back out of the jungle they ordered the remaining 22 nurses to wade into the sea and machined-gunned them.
Of the 65 nurses from the Vyner Brooke, 12 had drowned, 21 had been machine-gunned in the shallows at Radji
Beach, and 32 had been put in a prison in Muntok before being shipped to Palembang in southern Sumatra for
3 1/2 years of wartime privation. There was one survivor of the events at the beach, Sister Vivian Bulwinkle
(1915-2000), who reached the island’s Japanese Naval Headquarters and found work there in the hospital. For
more than three years, to protect her life, she needed to keep secret her guilty knowledge of these events.189

189. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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Submarine Sago (SS-188) delivered ammunition to Polloc Harbor, Mindanao, Philippine Islands and
evacuated certain military personnel.
Admiral T.C. Hart, US Navy, was relieved as Commander in Chief Allied Naval Forces in Southwest Pacific
by Vice Admiral C.E.L. Helfrich, Royal Netherlands Navy.
Japanese forces invaded Sumatra at Palembang.
All able-bodied Soviet men aged 16-65 were mobilized.
Most Polish underground groups unite in the Home Army.
Japanese paratroopers dropped on Palembang, Sumatra.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

DANGER IN DELAYING JAP REMOVAL CITED.
Congress Warned Speed Necessary to Prevent
Widespread Sabotage Attempts on West Coast.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA

February 15, Sunday, 1942: When Johnny Comes Marching Home for band by Roy Harris was performed
publicly for the initial time, in Mandel Hall at the University of Chicago. 62,000 Allied (Britain-IndiaAustralia-Malaya) defenders remaining on Singapore surrender unconditionally to the Japanese.
Indian forces in Burma retreated west of the River Bilin.
Since January 9th, 10,000 Jews had been murdered in Simferopol, Crimea.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese forces landed at Sumatra in the Netherlands East Indies.
WORLD WAR II
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February 16, Monday, 1942: A German submarine shelled an oil refinery on Aruba in the Netherlands West
Indies.
Japanese forces captured Palembang.
65 Australian nurses and 25 British soldiers surrendered to the Japanese on the coast of Malaya. The soldiers
were stabbed and shot on the beach. Two survived. The nurses were ordered to march into the water and were
machine gunned. One survived.
The first walkout of the conscientious objectors at the Civilian Public Service camp in Merom, Indiana.
WORLD WAR II
February 17, Tuesday, 1942: The Red Army launched an offensive near Rzhev. Despite temperatures
reaching -52°C, the German lines held.
In the Pacific Ocean to the west of Kyūshū, the submarine USS Triton sank Japanese freighter Shinyo Maru
No.5 and damaged another.
Seabees (1st Naval Construction Battalion) arrived at Bora Bora in the Society Islands.
In Monroe, Louisiana, Huey P. Newton, who would become a co-founder of the Black Panther Party, was born,
and was named by his father after the populist machine politician Huey “Kingfish” Long (although a white
Louisiana politician, Senator Long had not made much use of the race card).
According to an article b y Robert L. Stephens in the New York Post on this day, the “Almanac Singers” had
subsequent to the invasion of the USSR by the 3d Reich “radically changed their tune” and no longer were
singing out on behalf of conscientious objection. Their subversive album “Songs for John Doe” was no longer
available for purchase:

“PEACE” CHOIR CHANGES TUNE
by Robert L. Stephens
Before the Nazis invaded Russia, a small mixed chorus called the
Almanac Singers was using its talents to criticize conscription
— already enacted by Congress.
One of its songs had as its theme the vicious isolationist
catchphrase, “Plow under every fourth American boy.” Another
referred to the Selective Service Act as “that goddamned bill.”
Last Saturday at the premiere of the government’s morale
broadcast, “This Is War”, the Almanac Singers, now all-out for
democracy and conscription, sang a number called “Round and
Round Hitler’s Grave.”
Norman Corwin, director of “This Is War,” chose them for his
show after hearing them sing some innocuous songs six weeks ago
on “We The People.” A representative of Corwin said today that
Corwin was entirely unaware of the singers’ background.
Writing in The Atlantic Monthly for June 1941, Carl J.
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Frederich, Harvard professor of government, took notice of these
troubadours in an article called “Poison in Our System,” since
reprinted in pamphlet form by the Council for Democracy, 285
Madison Ave.
“An outfit which calls itself The Almanac Music Co., Inc., has
recently brought out a series of phonograph records, called
‘Songs for John Doe’,” he wrote.
These recordings are distributed under the innocent
appeal: “Sing Out for Peace.” Yet they are strictly
subversive and illegal.
Sung to such familiar tunes as “Billy Boy,” they
ridicule the American defense effort, democracy and the
army. Whether Nazi or Communist financed, their general
spirit is well indicated by the following sample:
It’s C for Conscription, C for Capitol Hill;
C for Conscription and C for Capitol Hill;
It’s C for Congress that passed that goddamned bill.

Another song is called “Plow Under”; it’s the first one,
and so I guess they like it best. The first verse runs:
Remember when the AAA
Killed a million hogs a day?
Instead of hogs, it’s men today —
Plow the fourth one under!
Plow under, plow under,
Plow under every fourth American boy!

And the last one:
Now the politicians rant,
“A boy’s no better than a cotton plant;”
But we are here to say you can’t
Plow the fourth one under!

These recordings were made by the Almanac Singers, who have now
radically changed their tune.
The record album entitled “Songs for John Doe” was withdrawn and
is no longer purchasable.
WORLD WAR II
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February 18, Wednesday, 1942: In Singapore, 5,000 leaders of the Chinese community were rounded up by
the Japanese. Within two weeks all would be dead.
Ezra Pound opinioned: “Don’t shoot the President. I dare say he deserves worse, but ... [a]ssassination only
makes more mess.”
During a howling blizzard the American destroyer USS Truxtun (DD-229) and stores ship USS Pollux (AKS2) ran into trouble in Chambers Cove of Placentia Bay, Newfoundland. The ships had been en-route to the US
Naval Base at Argentia, Newfoundland. In poor visibility and raging seas, the USS Truxtun plowed straight
into a 200-foot cliff and broke in half. About two miles away, the USS Pollux became stranded on the beach
at Lawn Head. Miners at a nearby camp rushed to the rescue and within hours, all those still alive had been
plucked from the raging waves. From the Truxtun, only 3 officers and 43 ratings survived. The total number
to survive was 168. The next day 204 bodies would be recovered along the shore. In June 1954, when the US
Government would place a hospital on the Burin Peninsula, the hospital would memorialize those who had
failed to survive that night.
WORLD WAR II
February 19, Thursday, 1942: Japanese bombers raided harbor, airfields, and shore installations at Port
Darwin, Australia, devastating that city. United States Destroyer Peary (DD-226) was sunk by a dive bomber
off Darwin, at 12 degrees 30 minutes South, 130 degrees 50 minutes East.
An inferior Japanese naval force beat back Dutch and Australian ships in the Badung Strait between Bali and
Lombok. Japanese troops landed on Bali.
At Riom, several pre-war leaders of France were put on trial, including Edouard Daladier, Léon Blum, Maurice
Gamolin as well as others.
In regard to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s interventionist bias, Ezra Pound commented: “To send
boys from Omaha to Singapore to die for British monopoly and brutality is not the act of an American patriot.”
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The poet’s primary concern, referenced repeatedly throughout his broadcasts, was the issue of usury and the
control of money and economy by private special interests. “There is no freedom without economic freedom,”
he offered. “Freedom that does not include freedom from debt is plain bunkum. It is fetid and foul logomachy
to call such servitude freedom ... Yes, freedom from all sorts of debt, including debt at usurious interest.”
The President signed Executive Order #9066 which established the War Relocation Authority responsible for
interning 110,000 people of Japanese descent in concentration camps (many of these people being detained
without trial or hearing were United States citizens). All the military would need to do under this Executive
Order, to exclude you and your family from any region within the United States, or to confine you in a remote
concentration camp for the duration, would be to allege “military necessity.”

WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war requires
every possible protection against espionage and against
sabotage, ... I hereby authorize and direct the
Secretary of War ... to prescribe military areas in such
places and of such extent as he may determine, from
which any or all persons may be excluded, and with such
respect to which, the right of any person to enter,
remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever
restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate
Military Commander may impose in his discretion. The
Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for
residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom,
such
transportation,
food,
shelter,
and
other
accommodations as may be necessary ... to accomplish the
purpose of this order.
JAPANESE
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This would constitute the legal authority behind the mass removal of Japanese Americans from the West Coast.

Bali, Netherlands East Indies, was invaded by the Japanese. The Battle of Badoeng Strait started at night and
continued the next day. An Allied naval force (Rear Admiral K.W.F.M. Doorman, Royal Netherlands Navy)
of three cruisers and accompanying destroyers attacked the retiring Japanese Bali occupation force in Badoeng
Strait. One Netherlands destroyer was sunk, and 2 Netherlands cruisers and a United States destroyer were
damaged. One Japanese destroyer was damaged.
WORLD WAR II
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February 20, Friday, 1942: The Island God, an opera by Gian-Carlo Menotti to his own words, was performed
for the initial time, in the Metropolitan Opera House of New York City.
US Submarine Swordfish (SS-193) evacuated President Quezon and other Philippine officials from Luzon,
Philippine Islands.
The Atlantic and Pacific Fleets were directed by Commander in Chief United States Fleet to establish
Amphibious Forces.
An American attacked on Rabaul was driven off.
Darwin, Australia, was abandoned as an Allied naval base.
Japanese forces occupied Bali and Timor, entering Portuguese Timor in the Netherlands East Indies.
United States Destroyer Stewart (DD-224) was damaged by naval gunfire during the Battle of Badoeng Strait,
Netherlands East Indies, 7 degrees 18 minutes South, 112 degrees 46 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
February 23, Monday, 1942: The Allied headquarters on Java was evacuated to Australia.
A revolt against the Dutch began in Aceh and northern Sumatra, supported by Japan.
A Japanese submarine fired 13 shells from its deck gun at an oil refinery near Ellwood, California north of
Santa Barbara.
The military governor of the Hawaiian Islands, Lt. Gen. Delos C. Emmons, activated the Corps of Engineers
Auxiliary –i.e. the Varsity Victory Volunteers (VVV)– as part of the 34th Combat Engineers Regiment.
Made up of 150 Nisei many of whom had been dismissed from the territorial guard, the VVV would provide
noncombatant labor such as the digging of ditches and the breaking of rocks. The VVV would be in existence
some eleven months, with many of its members subsequently volunteering for the 100th Battalion.
WORLD WAR II
Stefan Zweig, one-time librettist for Richard Strauss, and his wife Lotte Zweig, killed themselves in
Petropolis, near Rio de Janeiro, by taking poison together.
Odessa was declared “cleansed of Jews.”
ANTISEMITISM
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February 24, Tuesday, 1942: A carrier task force under Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey bombarded Wake Island.
The submarine Swordfish (SS-193) sneaked United States High Commissioner F.B. Sayre away from the
Philippine Islands controlled by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
The Romanian ship SS Struma had sailed from Constansa under the command of a Bulgarian captain, G.T.
Gorbatenkoin, flying the Panamanian flag. There were 747 Jews on board this former cattle barge, many from
the town of Barland, Romania, their hope being to become illegal immigrants to Palestine. They were throwing
money at the problem in order to avoid ghettos and pogroms back home. After three days at sea the Struma
had been forced to anchor off the outer harbor at Istanbul because of engine trouble. Here the vessel had
awaited British permission to proceed to Palestine, permission which the British would not grant, one reason
given at the time being “It will encourage a flood of refugees.” (The White Paper of 1939 had effectively
rescinded the Balfour Declaration promising the establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine. Such
people were being referred to in the English Foreign Office as “surplus Jews.”) Turkey meanwhile had refused
the passengers permission to disembark, although the local Jewish community, who were already running a
camp for displaced persons and were in the meantime anyway providing them with food and water aboard the
ship, were offering their shore facilities for the Struma’s passengers. One of the passengers, Medeea
Marcovici, had had a miscarriage and had been transferred to the Jewish hospital in Istanbul (she would be
granted a visa for Palestine and would die there in 1996). After two months at Istanbul with engines that were
damaged beyond repair, conditions on board this ship had become appalling since many of the passengers were
suffering from dysentery and malnutrition. Eventually the Turkish police had yielded to strong pressures
brought to bear on them by the British government officials, and towed the disabled Struma out into the Black
Sea. There had been an attempt made to salvage the 101 children on board the vessel, and although the Turks
had balked at the idea of allowing these children overland passage and the British had balked at providing
another ship, these plans were nearing success. At first the enraged passengers were able to fight off the
authorities, but the police had returned and used sufficient force to overcome this resistance. They had towed
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the Struma outside Turkish territorial waters and cast it adrift, with its 101 unredeemed children still aboard.
Only nine people had been rescued by the combined efforts of an American in Istanbul, the Jewish Agency in
Palestine, and Simon Brod, a businessman who was devoting himself to helping refugees, in addition to the
woman who had suffered a miscarriage and been taken to the Jewish hospital in Istanbul for a total of ten.
On the waves for 74 days since leaving Conatansa, the disabled Struma, hopelessly overcrowded, with no
country willing to accept them, was eventually noticed on this day, just ten miles out from Istanbul, and
torpedoed and sunk, by Russian submarine SHCH-213. Lieutenant-Colonel Isaev, the officer in charge,
presumably knew full well that the ship he was torpedoing was dead in the water and was carrying not war
materials but refugees. All these on board, a total of 796 persons, drowned, including the 101 children —
except for 19-year-old David Stoljar or Stoliar (who in 1999 was still alive, and a resident of Oregon).190

This inhuman action by British and Turkish government officials would quite destroy the special relationship
that had previously existed between Britain and the Zionist Jews. Eventually the British High Commissioner
in Palestine, Sir Harold MacMichael, would observe that “The fate of these people was tragic, but the fact
remains that they were nationals of a country at war with Britain, proceeding direct from enemy territory.
Palestine was under no obligations towards them.”191
ANTISEMITISM

190. Refer to Douglas Frantz and Catherine Collins’s DEATH ON THE BLACK SEA: THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE STRUMA AND
WORLD WAR II’S HOLOCAUST AT SEA, the story of this worst civilian maritime disaster of World War II.
191. A grandson of a couple who perished, the British diver Greg Buxton, is now trying to find and explore the wreck of the Struma,
although why he would want to do such a thing is anybody’s guess.
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February 25, Wednesday, 1942: Very early on this morning the “Battle of Los Angeles” began as air-raid siren
sounded, likely triggered by a lost weather balloon 120 miles out at sea and then exacerbated by stray flares
and shell bursts as various anti-aircraft artillery batteries came into operation. More than 1,400 high explosive
shells would be sent into the air over Los Angeles, California in less than an hour until the “all clear” was
sounded. The incident was witnessed in its entirety by war correspondent Ernie Pyle, who would report that
he had never been able to make out an airplane. Subsequent to the war the Japanese government would indicate
that although 13 shells had been fired from a submarine’s deck gun at a refinery north of Santa Barbara on
February 23d, there had not been an attack on Los Angeles on February 24th/25th. Three civilians had,
however, been killed and several buildings damaged, while another three citizens experienced heart attacks.
The Coast Guard assumed responsibility for United States port security.
The Navy informed Japanese-American residents on Terminal Island near Los Angeles Harbor that they would
need to leave within 48 hours. This was the first group to be removed en masse, and in consequence this
particular bunch of people would suffer especially heavy economic losses.
WORLD WAR II
February 27, Friday, 1942: A joint United States/Mexican defense commission was established.
Japanese troops captured Mindoro Island in the Philippines.
During a 7-hour battle in the Java Sea near Surabaya, in which an enemy force was attempting to provide cover
for a Java invasion convoy, a total of 25 Allied warships and 4 Japanese warships were sunk, and a total of
6,339 died (both sides). 152 tin fish were fired by enemy warships.

The Kortenaer, Lieutenant-Commander Kroese’s 1,640-ton destroyer, was struck amidships by a torpedo from
the Japanese heavy cruiser Haguro at 17:13PM, broke in two and sank almost immediately. 59 died out of a
crew of 171. The destroyer HMS Encounter would rescue 113 but one of these would soon also die. The De
Ruyter, a 7,548-ton Dutch light cruiser, flagship of the Allied Forces Commander, was struck by a torpedo
from the Japanese heavy cruiser Haguro at 23:32PM and went down. 366 died including Rear Admiral Karel
Doorman RNN. There were 70 floaters. The Java, a 7,205-ton Dutch light cruiser, was struck by a torpedo
from Rear Admiral Takagi’s 14,980-ton heavy cruiser Nachi, and sank in 15 minutes. 530 died. There were 35
floaters. The 1,600-ton British destroyer HMS Jupiter (Lieutenant-Commander N. Thew), part of an Allied
force under the command of Rear Admiral K.W.F.M. Doorman of the Royal Netherlands Navy, was hit by a
torpedo. Four officers and 91 ratings died.192

192. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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The survivors were taken prisoner by the Japanese and 27 of them would die in captivity. The list of course
goes on and on.
During the roar and terror of this battle there was an unrecognized act of gallantry. The HMAS Perth was a
6,830-ton Australian cruiser that had been launched in 1934 by Britain under the name HMS Amphion, then
transferred in 1939 to the Australian Navy and renamed. When the heavy cruiser HMS Exeter was hit, Captain
Hector Waller pulled his Perth out of line to position it between the Japanese warships and the men on the
sinking ship.
United States naval vessel sunk: Seaplane tender Langley (AV-3), by horizontal bombers, 75 miles south of
Tjilatjap, Java, 8 degrees 58 minutes South, 109 degrees 2 minutes East.
United States naval vessel damaged: Heavy Cruiser Houston (CA-30), by naval gunfire, battle of Java Sea.
WORLD WAR II
February 28, Saturday, 1942: Anglo-American Mutual Aid Agreement.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The British tried out their new Lancaster bomber on Lübeck (this city was chosen not for any military objective
but merely because as a medieval town with narrow streets and timber-framed houses, they supposed ought to
burn rather well).
In Detroit, 1,200 armed white Americans repelled black Americans from a federally-funded housing project,
that had been named in honor of Sojourner Truth.
Incidental music to Anderson’s radio play Your Navy by Kurt Weill was performed for the initial time, over
the airwaves of all four American radio networks, originating in New York City.
The USS Jacob Jones, a 4-stack 1,340-ton destroyer, had left New York harbor to take up anti-submarine
patrol duties off the coast of New Jersey. At 5AM, U-boat U578 fired a fan of three tin fish. All the occupants
of her living quarters in the stern were killed as one of the torpedoes struck there. It took only a few seconds
for this old ship to break in two, and for its forward section to vanish. Only 35 remained alive to lower a life
raft and abandon ship. When the stern portion disappeared its depth charges began to explode, killing most of
those on the raft. When the raft was sighted 12 were still alive, one of whom would die on the way to shore.193
The submarine Permit (SS-178) delivered ammunition to Corregidor, Philippine Islands and evacuated certain
military personnel.
The Japanese conducted a landing on the north coast of Java, Netherlands East Indies.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Jacob Jones (DD-130), by submarine torpedo, off Delaware Capes, 38 degrees 42
minutes North, 74 degrees 39 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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March 1942:Start of “Aktion Reinhardt” — which it would appear was not so named in honor of SSGruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich since he did not spell his name with a “t.”
The experiments with Zyklon-B gas had already begun in the previous year. The first crematoria had already
been constructed, for the disposal of large numbers of Jewish bodies. Thus it could have come as no surprise
to those in the know, when the 1st transports of Jews began to a concentration camp in the vicinity of the village
of Auschwitz, Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
But, was Führer Adolf Hitler one of those who was in the know? In this year we know that he confided to aides
that if Jews could not be deported to Madagascar, if that was impractical, then at least they could be deported
to the Soviet Union. Was he unaware at this point that the Final Solution program was already under way?
Lest you suppose that concentration camps only happen in Europe: During this month the dusty little Texas/
Mexico border town of Kenedy, some 62 miles southeast of San Antonio, with, this goes without saying, a
depressed economy, persuaded the United States Border Patrol to lease the former J.M. Nichols CCC Camp
on its outskirts as an internment camp, for “aliens” or whatever.

193. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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The United States was arresting and would intern everyone of German, Japanese, or Italian descent residing
in Latin America and South America. All together there would be about 20 such facilities scattered across the
US. Families would be sent to an internment camp at Crystal City, Texas while the Kenedy camp would be
filled with the single males.

The Kenedy camp had nine barracks and several smaller buildings. Additional facilities, including a large
dining hall and kitchen, a headquarters, a hospital, officers’ and nurses’ quarters, officers’ kitchen and dining
room, and 200 16-by-16-foot prefabricated building huts called “Victory Huts” would be constructed.

A double barbed-wire fence 10 feet high would be thrown around the perimeter. Guard towers would occupy
the corners, and there would be a guard tower at the entrance gate and another in the middle of the long side
at the rear. There would be censors trained in the German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish languages to review
and approve all communications in and out. All job applicants for the 90 camp jobs were to be cleared in
advance by the FBI and the State Department. The various sheriffs’ departments of Karnes and surrounding
counties were briefed so they would help track down escapees. (Fritz Kuhn, leader of the German-American
Bund, and a dozen former sailors from the Graf Spee that had scuttled itself at Montevideo, would escape and
be recaptured.)
WORLD WAR II
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March 1, Sunday, 1942: Lieder nach Worten von Franz Kafka for voice and piano by Ernst Krenek was
performed for the initial time, in the Skinner Recital Hall of Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, with
the composer himself at the piano.
Imaginary Landscape no.3 for audio-frequency oscillators, variable speed turntables, electric buzzer,
amplified marimba, amplified wire, Balinese gongs and tin cans, by John Cage, was performed for the initial
time at the Arts Club of Chicago, conducted by the composer.
The Germans established the Sobibor concentration camp.
An article on page 28 of the New York Times bore the following headline:
“Extinction Feared By Jews in Poland”
ANTISEMITISM
One German submarine was sunk, U-656, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-82), south of Newfoundland at 46
degrees 15 minutes North, 53 degrees 15 minutes West.
The Red Army began a new offensive in the Crimea.
After Nazi police invaded the Trondheim Cathedral, and the German-dominated Norwegian government had
decreed that all children aged 10-18 needed to join the Quisling Youth Movement, seven bishops of the
Norwegian State Church resigned.
The battle of the Sunda Strait. The USS Pillsbury, an American destroyer of 1,109 tons (LieutenantCommander H. Pound), was sunk by gunfire from the Japanese warship Ashigara south of the island of Java
while enroute to Exmouth, Australia, escorting the Ashville, an American gunboat, which also was sunk. The
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149 crewmen of the Pillsbury died, as did all the crew of the Ashville.

During World War II all trace would be lost of 4 American destroyers. The USS Edsall was among those. In
February 1942 she and the destroyer USS Whipple had been ordered to rendezvous with the carrier USS
Langley about 200 miles south of Java. The Langley was carrying 32 P-40 fighters, their pilots and ground
crews who were to bolster the meager air defences in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia). Early the next morning
the ships had been attacked by 9 Japanese bombers which soon reduced the Langley to a blazing wreck that
had to be abandoned. The Edsall rescued 117 floaters. They received orders to proceed to Christmas Island to
join up with the navy tanker USS Pecos and then proceed to Fremantle, Australia, but not before the Langley’s
survivors were transferred over to the Pecos. The three ships parted company and the Whipple set sail for the
Cocos Islands to refuel while the Pecos continued on to Fremantle with the Edsall. Underway, the Pecos was
attacked and sunk by Val bombers from Japanese carriers in the area. The Whipple, after picking up its distress
calls, turned back and picked up 233 floaters. The Edsall, last seen disappearing over the horizon on its way
back to Java, would not be again seen or heard of. In 1952, investigators would learn that 8 of its crew had
been picked up by the Japanese warship Ashigara and deposited on the island of Celebes. While investigating
a long-forgotten POW camp on the island, natives directed the attention of the searchers to five graves covered
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with jungle vegetation. The graves were opened and five skeletons recovered, which could be identified by
their dogtags. All had been aboard the Edsall.
Japanese troops landed at several points on Java. The Battle of Sunda Strait, which had commenced shortly
before midnight on February 28th, continued. After the Battle of the Java Sea (see 27 February 1942) Allied
vessels heading for Sunda Strait were attacked by superior Japanese surface forces. One United States cruiser,
1 Australian cruiser, and 1 Netherlands destroyer were sunk. Four Japanese transports were lost. Base Force,
Pacific Fleet, was redesignated Service Force Pacific; Train, Atlantic Fleet, was redesignated Service Force
Atlantic. American-British-Dutch-Australian Command was dissolved.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•

Heavy Cruiser Houston (CA-30), by torpedoes and gunfire, Sunda Strait, Java Sea, 5 degrees
50 minutes South, 105 degrees 55 minutes East.
Destroyer Pope (DD-225), by dive bomber, and surface gunfire, Java Sea, 4 degrees minutes South,
111 degrees 30 minutes East.
Destroyer Edsall (DD-219) and Pillsbury (DD-227), by naval gunfire, south of Christmas Island,
14 degrees 30 minutes South, 106 degrees 30 minutes East.
Oiler Pecos (AO-6), by dive bomber, south of Christmas Island, 14 degrees 27 minutes South,
106 degrees 11 minutes East
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March 2, Monday, 1942: According to Ezra Pound, it was the money issue (above all) that united the Allies
during this 2d of the 20th-century wars upon Germany: “Gold. Nothing else uniting the three governments,
England, Russia, United States of America. That is the interest — gold, usury, debt, monopoly, class interest,
and possibly gross indifference and contempt for humanity.”
In accord with that sort of mindset, more than 5,000 Jews were taken from the Minsk ghetto and murdered,
and some 900 were taken from Krosniewice to Chelmno and asphyxiated in gas vans.
ANTISEMITISM
The 6,830-ton Australian cruiser HMAS Perth and the American cruiser Houston attempted to escape
southwards from the battle of the Sunda Strait into the Indian Ocean. Unfortunately they ran straight into a
Japanese invasion fleet of destroyers and troop transports, and after a long running battle during which all
ammunition was expended, just after midnight, they were sunk by torpedoes about 4 miles from St. Nicholas
Point in Java. On board the Perth were 45 officers, 631 ratings, 4 canteen staff and 6 Royal Australian Airforce
personnel, a total of 686 men. 23 officers and 329 ratings died.194
334 would become prisoners of war, of whom around 105 of the ratings would die in captivity. (Due no doubt
to the privileges granted to men of officer rank, none of the Perth’s officers would die while a POW.) The USS
Houston went down a few minutes later about a mile from the Perth, in approximately 107 feet of water just
north of Panjang Island. 643 died. The captains of the Perth and Houston went down with their ships and
Captain Robert Rooks, the commander of the Houston, would posthumously receive the Congressional Medal
of Honor.

368 from the Houston would managed to reach Bantam Bay on the western shores of Java to surrender to the
Japanese. 77 of them would die in captivity.
Antisubmarine Warfare Unit, Atlantic Fleet, was established at Boston, Mass. Japanese troops land at
Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands.

194. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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News Headline: “Concentration Camps for Japanese Wanted by Western Governors”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Negro-Japanese Fifth Column Possible”
John L. DeWitt, head of the Western Defense Command, issued Public Proclamation No. 1 creating military
areas 1 and 2. Military area 1 included the western portions of California, Oregon and Washington, and part
of Arizona, while military area 2 included the balance of the land of these states. The proclamation indicated
that Japanese Americans were to be excluded from military area 1 and encouraged them to depart voluntarily.
For various reasons, voluntary resettlement was doomed to failure and would effectively be called off on
March 27th after fewer than 5,000 out of a population of over 110,000 had fled.

WORLD WAR II
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March 3, Tuesday, 1942: 3,200 Jews from Zychlin were gassed to death.
ANTISEMITISM
The Royal Air Force bombed the Renault works at Billancourt (only five war workers were killed, but stray
bombs hit the town, making collateral damage out of 500 French civilians).
Japanese airplanes bombed Broome in Western Australia.
A News Headline pertaining to Japanese Americans: “General DeWitt Announces Military
Exclusion Zones”

United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine Perch (SS-176), damaged by depth charges and surface gunfire, scuttled by crew in
Java Sea.
Gunboat Asheville (PG-12), by naval gunfire, south of Java, Netherlands East Indies area,
12 degrees 33 minutes South, 111 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 4, Wednesday, 1942: Song of Freedom for chorus and orchestra by John Alden Carpenter to words of
Martin was performed for the initial time, in Chicago.
Some 3,000 Jews in Baranowicze, Poland (Baranovichi, Belarus) were taken from the ghetto and killed.
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline: “Greatest Forced Migration in American History to Begin”

News Headline: “Japanese Ban to Force Farm Adjustments”
Aircraft from carrier task force (Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey) bombed Marcus Island.
Japanese seaplanes raided Oahu but did no damage.
The Australian destroyer HMAS Yarra had in January participated in the rescue of 1,804 persons from the
blazing liner Empress of Asia. On this day, while escorting a small convoy on its way to Darwin, Australia,
it was attacked by the Japanese cruisers Atago, Maya, and Takao. Their gunfire was being directed by a float
plane that circled overhead. As it began to sink, the Yarra aimed itself straight for these enemy ships, its guns
blazing. It was the gunfight at the OK Corral! 138 crewmen went down with this ship, although 18 made it
onto life rafts. When the rafts would be found four days later, 13 of these 18 would still be alive.
WORLD WAR II
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March 5, Thursday, 1942: Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” op.60 by Dmitri Shostakovich, written in honor of his
besieged native city, was performed for the initial time, at the House of Culture, Kuibyshev. The concert was
broadcast across the country and the world.
At Feodosiya, in the Crimea, this day marked the beginning of three weeks of sweeps that would kill more
than 2,000 superfluous people — Jews, Communists, partisans, Romani, and the mentally ill.
ANTISEMITISM
The first detached Civilian Public Service unit began performing tasks outside of the camps such as smoke
jumping, attending the inmates in mental institutions, serving as human guinea pigs, etc.
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

The Dutch administration evacuated Batavia (Jakarta).
Japanese troops entered Pegu, Burma (Bago, Myanmar).
News Headline: “Radio Tokio Denounces Japanese Internment”
News Headline: “Manzanar May House Interned Japanese”
News Headline: “Owens Valley Haunted by Hopes that Failed”
News Headline: “Alien Order Hits U.C. Staff”
WORLD WAR II
March 6, Friday, 1942: Three Pastels for piano by John Ireland was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford, by the composer.
In Klintsy (Russia), 300 Jews were stripped and shot.
ANTISEMITISM
100,000 Allied (Britain-United States-Australia-Netherlands) soldiers defending Java surrendered to the
invading Japanese outside Bandung.
Japanese forces entered Rangoon (Yangon).
News Headline: “Editorial: Their Best Way to Show Loyalty”
News Headline: “Gov. Olson Wants All Japanese Removed”
San Francisco News Editorial Cartoon: “All Packed Up and Ready to Go”
WORLD WAR II
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March 7, Saturday, 1942: Fantasia on a Theme of Handel for piano and orchestra by Michael Tippett was
performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London.
Japanese troops occupied Lae, the administrative center for Northeast New Guinea and Salamaua, across the
Huon Gulf.
Japanese forces captured Surabaya on Java.
News Headline about Japanese Americans: “Gen. DeWitt Gives Assurances to Aliens”
The Burmese capital, Rangoon, was evacuated by the British.
United States Submarine Shark (SS-174) was presumed to have sunk somewhere in the Pacific.
WORLD WAR II
March 8, Sunday, 1942: Although “gold” was central to the world’s struggle according to Ezra Pound,
the precious metal was “a coward. Gold is not the backbone of nations. It is their ruin. A coward, at the first
breath of danger gold flows away, gold flows out of the country.” Beware the rule of pelf.
Pound perceived Germany under Hitler as a nation that stood against the international money lenders and
communist Russia under Stalin as a system that stood against humanity itself. He told his listeners:
Now if you know anything whatsoever of modern Europe and Asia,
you know Hitler stands for putting men over machines. If you
don’t know that, you know nothing. And beyond that you either
know or do not know that Stalin’s regime considers humanity as
nothing save raw material. Deliver so many carloads of human
material at the consumption point. That is the logical result
of materialism. If you assert that men are dirty, that humanity
is merely material, that is where you come out. And the old
Georgian train robber [he was referring to Josef Stalin] is
perfectly logical. If all things are merely material, man is
material — and the system of anti-man treats man as matter.
The real enemy, suggested Pound, was international capitalism. All people everywhere were victims: “They’re
working day and night, picking your pockets,” he said. “Every day and all day and all night picking your
pockets and picking the Russian working man’s pockets.” Capital, however, was “not international, it is not
hypernational. It is subnational. A quicksand under the nations, destroying all nations, destroying all law and
government, destroying the nations, one at a time, Russian empire and Austria, 20 years past, France yesterday,
England today.”
The Japanese Army entered Rangoon, Burma.
Japanese troops landed at Lae and Salamaua in New Guinea.
WORLD WAR II
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March 9, Monday, 1942: Two Songs for voice and piano by Richard Strauss to words of Weinheber, was
performed for the initial time, in Vienna.
While returning to Italy from Hungary by train, Luigi Dallapiccola needed to stop over in Vienna. Here he met
Anton Webern at the home of Alfred Schlee. “A mystic, a short man, who talks with some inflection of the
Austrian dialect, kind, but capable of bursts of anger, cordial to the point of treating me like an equal.” In an
attempt to curb his enthusiastically Germanophile military, Prime Minister Kállay of Hungary leaked news of
January massacres in Vojvodina.
The Naval Air Transport Service Squadron (VR-1) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia, for operations in
Atlantic area.
Completing the Japanese conquest of the Netherlands East Indies, Java surrendered. About 200 of the Allied
soldiers took to the hills around Malang to become resistance fighters. Eventually these men would be captured
by the Kempetai. They would be taken inside individual 3-foot-long bamboo pig baskets to the shark-infested
coast of Surabaya and, still inside these baskets, thrown from boats. (The commander- in-chief of the Japanese
forces in Java, General Imamura, after winning an acquittal in a Netherlands court on the basis of lack of
evidence, would be re-tried by an Australian military court and sentenced to 10 years in prison.)
News Headline: “Tolan Group Due to Report Alien Plans”
News Headline: “‘War Hits the Farm Lands,’ by John G. Brucato”
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Tuesday, 1942: Miklós Kállay de Nagy-Kálló replaced László Bardossy as Prime Minister of
Hungary.
Large scale deportations of Jews began from Lvov to the Belzec death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
The Japanese invaded Finschhafen, New Guinea.
Japanese troops occupied Buka Island in the Solomons.
Aircraft from carriers Lexington (CV-2) and Yorktown (CV-5) bombed Japanese shipping at Salamaua and Lae,
New Guinea.
News Headline: “Federal Reserve Bank to Aid Aliens”
News Headline: “To the Editor: “Replace the Okies with Japanese”
WORLD WAR II
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March 11, Wednesday, 1942: Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the British government’s offer to
India, including specific steps toward dominion status.

General Douglas MacArthur and his family, and Rear Admiral F.W. Rockwell, left Luzon, Philippine Islands
by motor torpedo “PT” boat for a 35-hour voyage to Mindanao, Philippine Islands, on their way to Australia.

A full account of all the numerous large massacres of Filipinos by Japanese troops is practically impossible.
For instance, in Manila, 800 men, women, and children would be machine-gunned in the grounds of St. Paul’s
College, and when the Japanese entered the headquarters of the Filipino Red Cross in General Luna street,
they slaughtered some 70 civilians, patients, and children. In the town of Calamba, 2,500 would be shot or
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bayoneted. Some 100 would be bayoneted and shot inside a church at Ponson; 169 villagers of Matina Pangi
would be rounded up and executed. And on and on. On Palawan Island 150 American POWs would be
executed. At the war crimes trials in Tokyo, Document No. 2726 would consist of 14,618 pages of sworn
affidavits, each detailing a separate alleged atrocity. The tribunal would list 72 large-scale execution events
and 131,028 separate executions in regard to which they would have received what they considered to be
overwhelming evidence.
WORLD WAR II
March 12, Thursday, 1942: The Defense of Corinth, for speaker, male chorus and piano-four hands by Elliott
Carter to words of Rabelais, was performed for the initial time, in the Sanders Theater of Harvard University.
After the sinking of four Brazilian merchant ships by German submarines, mobs rioted in Rio de Janeiro,
especially targeting German, Italian, and Japanese establishments. To recover the cost of these four lost ships,
President Getulio Vargas would confiscate 30% of the German assets in Brazil.
United States forces arrived in New Caledonia to establish a base at Noumea.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, by executive order, combined the duties of the Commander in Chief
United States Fleet with the duties of the Chief of Naval Operations.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Friday, 1942: A second “immediate death” camp began operation at Belzec, Poland.
Some 6,000 Jews arrived from Mielec, Poland and were killed.
ANTISEMITISM
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Plea Made for ‘Loyal’ Aliens”
United States torpedo patrol boat PT-32 was scuttled in the vicinity of the Philippine Islands, 10 degrees 58
minutes North, 121 degrees 12 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 16, Monday, 1942: Sinfonietta giocosa by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in
New York.
General Douglas MacArthur and his party (which includes his family) took off in three B-17s from Mindanao.
Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears boarded a Swedish cargo ship in New York bound for Great Britain. Just in
case they contained coded messages to the enemy, US Customs agents confiscated sketches for a clarinet
concerto and a choral Hymn to Saint Cecilia.
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Alien Order Removal Offices Set Up”
The Belzec concentration camp was established.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
March 17, Tuesday, 1942: John Wayne Gacy was born in Chicago. His father would come to regard him as a
“sissy.”
United States Naval Forces Europe was established.
The United States, in agreement with Allied governments, assumed responsibility for the strategic defense of
entire Pacific Ocean.
General Douglas MacArthur arrived at Darwin in the Northern Territory of Australia, from the Philippines.
After a courageous collective resistance, some 900 Jews were shot in Ilja, north of Minsk.
Large scale deportations of Jews began from Lublin to the Belzec death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline:
“Two Steps Speed Japanese Evacuation”
WORLD WAR II
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March 18, Wednesday, 1942: Cello Sonata no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in
New York.
The US government created a War Relocation Authority to oversee the removal of Japanese-Americans to
concentration camps.
A naval force under the command of Rear Admiral J.W. Wilcox, USN, including 2 battleships, 1 carrier,
2 cruisers, and 8 destroyers, was ordered to Great Britain to join the British Home Fleet.
News Headline: “FBI Rounds Up More Japanese”
The War Relocation Authority was created.
WORLD WAR II

March 19, Thursday, 1942: News Headline:
“First Japanese Ready to Leave Coast”
WORLD WAR II
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March 21, Saturday, 1942: A suite for orchestra from Hugo Weisgall’s ballet Quest was performed for the
initial time, in New York.
Saluste du Bartas, a cycle for voice and piano by Arthur Honegger to words of de Montlaur, was performed
for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris.
Some folks were happy about something, and as part of their celebration they thought it would be nice to pose
for a group photo-op:

They probably shouted “Banzai,” which means “A thousand years of pushing people around like this.”
Their next stop was presumably the local Japanese Comfort House, where they could all ease their tensions.
After its president had rejected a series of six government appeals to arbitrate a labor dispute, the Toledo,
Peoria & Western Railroad was seized by the US government under presidential order. It would be operated
by the Director of Defense Transportation.
German troops surrounded at Demyansk, northwest of Moscow, attempt to break out.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered Frtiz Sauckel to obtain labor for Germany’s war machine “by whatever means
necessary.”
WORLD WAR II
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March 23, Monday, 1942: Great Britain banned the production of white bread to save shipping space.
United States troops begin rounding up Japanese-Americans on the west coast and sending them to
concentration camps in the Sierra Nevada mountains. News Headline:
“Manzanar Arrival Soon for Interned L.A. Japanese”
The Japanese landed on the British-controlled Andaman Islands in the Bay of Bengal. Finding no opposition,
they immediately rounded up and raped the local women and young girls and sodomized the boys. The
Japanese officers were accustomed to having women abducted for rape at their club. Eventually they would
have a shipload of Korean comfort women brought in to supplement the local supply.
This was Anna Power at age 12
before being taken as a Comfort Woman
by the Japanese Army at age 14.
She now lives in Brisbane and is married.
She was recently awarded $3,540.00 by the
Japanese government in full compensation
for her distressing wartime services.

In Port Blair the Japanese arrested 8 high-ranking Indian officials whom they 1st tortured, then forced to dig
pits in which they were buried to their chests. After chests, heads, and eyes had been prodded with bayonets,
all were machine-gunned. Diwan Singh, Director of Health and President of the Indian Independence League,
was arrested and in the local jailhouse nearly 2,000 of his associates were subjected to “the water treatment,”
electric shock, etc. After 82 days of torture, those of his Peace Committee who remained alive would be taken
to rural areas and executed. During the 3 and a half years of Japanese occupation, out of the 40,000 population
of Port Blair, something like 30,000 would be executed.
WORLD WAR II
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March 24, Tuesday, 1942: News Headline: “First Los Angeles Japanese Internees Go to
Manzanar”
News Headline: “New Curfew Rules for Enemy Aliens”
Public Proclamation No. 3 announced the 1st of 108 “Civilian Exclusion Orders,” informing Japanese
Americans of Bainbridge Island, Washington that “whereas” this and “whereas” that, they had to leave. For the
remainder of the spring, through the summer and into the fall, Japanese Americans up and down the West
Coast would be removed neighborhood by neighborhood in accordance with such “exclusion orders.” Most
Japanese Americans would upon their voluntary arrival be taken to a local “assembly center,” that is,
a temporary detention camp.
WORLD WAR II
March 25, Wednesday, 1942: Tree of Sorrow, an arrangement of Spanish folksongs for chorus acappella by
Carlos Chávez, was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall at New York.
Iannis Xenakis took part in a march through Athens by which Athens University students commemorated
Greek independence day.
Mikis Theodorakis was arrested for hitting an Italian officer during a demonstration at the grave of Theodoros
Kolokotronis, hero of the Greek war of independence (while in prison he would be tortured, and introduced to
communism).
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Aliens Get One More Night Out”
WORLD WAR II
The Kolomyia ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
March 26, Thursday, 1942: The initial batch of Jews arrived in Auschwitz — 999 women from Slovakia.
ANTISEMITISM
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Aliens Must Go by Sunday or Army Will Freeze Them”
News Headline:
“New FBI Raids on Enemy Aliens”
News Headline:
“Calif. Japanese Send Funds to Aid Nippon War Chest”
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Admiral E.J. King relieved Admiral H.R. Stark as Chief of Naval Operations. Admiral King was Commander
in Chief United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations. His principal assistants were Vice Admiral F.J.
Horne, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, and Vice Admiral R. Willson, Chief of Staff. Commander Eastern Sea
Frontier was given operational control of certain Army Air Force units for antisubmarine patrol duty in the
Atlantic.
United States Miscellaneous Auxiliary Vessel Atik was sunk by submarine torpedo at 36 degrees North, 70
degrees West.
WORLD WAR II

March 27, Friday, 1942: La Duchesse de Longeais, a film with music by Francis Poulenc, was shown for the
initial time, in Paris.
News Headline:
“Bay Area Japanese Leaving Coast in Final Rush”
News Headline:
“Writer Guilty as Japanese Agent”
WORLD WAR II
March 28, Saturday, 1942: Hymn for chorus and orchestra by Hugo Weisgall to words of the Yom Kippur
liturgy, was performed for the initial time, in Baltimore.
The first deportation train left France for Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
The last Dutch force on Sumatra surrendered to the Japanese at Kutatjane, Aceh.
British commandos destroyed the German dry dock at St. Nazaire at the mouth of the Loire. 390 of the
attackers were killed. When the raid began the Germans panicked and killed 300 French civilian workers.
British planes attacked Lübeck using a new technique where a second wave of bombers was guided by the
fires set by the first wave. Sir Arthur Harris, head of Bomber Command, explains the choice: “Lübeck was not
a vital target, but it seemed to me better to destroy an industrial town of moderate importance than to toil to
destroy a large industrial city. I wanted my crews to be ‘blooded’ as they say in fox hunting, to have a taste of
success for a change.” 312 people were killed, 15,000 left homeless. 2,000 buildings (80% of the city) were
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destroyed including the great organ of the Marienkirche where Dietrich Buxtehude gave his Abendmusiken,
and to which Johann Sebastian Bach had hiked 320 kilometers, to hear in 1705.
The Galilea, an Italian liner of 8,040 tons carrying Italian troops back from North Africa, was torpedoed and
sunk by a British submarine near Antipaxo. 768 troops and crewmembers died.

News Headline: “Japanese Eviction Brings Threat of Crop Losses”
Minoru Yasui walked into a Portland, Oregon police station at 11:20PM and presented himself for arrest, to
test the constitutionality of the curfew orders in court. His case, along with those of fellow dissenters Gordon
Hirabayashi and Fred Korematsu, would reach the US Supreme Court.
WORLD WAR II
March 30, Monday, 1942: The Joint Chiefs of Staff divided the Pacific Ocean between two commands:
Pacific Ocean Areas under Admiral C.W. Nimitz, and Southwest Pacific Area under General Douglas
MacArthur.
A Pacific War Council involving United States, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Netherlands,
and China was established in Washington DC to plan war policy.
Christmas Island was occupied by Japanese forces, and Buka Island in the Solomons.
Admiral E.J. King relieved Admiral H.R. Stark as Chief of Naval Operations. Admiral King was Commander
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in Chief United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations. His principal assistants were Vice Admiral F.J.
Horne, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, and Vice Admiral R. Willson, Chief of Staff. Commander Eastern Sea
Frontier was given operational control of certain Army Air Force units for antisubmarine patrol duty in the
Atlantic.
Lieutenant-General J.L. DeWitt of the Western Defense Command of the US Army at the Presidio of San
Francisco, California issued Public Proclamation No. 5 having to do with any and all Japanese American
citizens, with exception being allowed for patients in hospital, or confined elsewhere, and too ill or
incapacitated to be removed therefrom without danger to life, and with exception being allowed for inmates
of orphanages, and with exception being allowed for the totally deaf, dumb, or blind. They were race enemies
and never under any circumstances to be trusted in any way.
United States Miscellaneous Auxiliary Vessel Atik was sunk by submarine torpedo at 36 degrees North,
70 degrees West.
WORLD WAR II
March 31, Tuesday, 1942: The Swedish freighter Axel Johnson, with Benjamin Britten aboard, joined a
convoy in Boston harbor and began a crossing of the Atlantic Ocean.
Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf became Commander of All Forces Aruba and Curacao, Netherlands West Indies.
Japanese forces occupied Bougainville Island in the Solomons, and Toungoo in Burma.
A new Axis drive against Yugoslav partisans began, driving them into northwest Bosnia.
News Headline: “Dangerous Japanese Aliens Sent to Sharp Park Internment Camp”
News Headline: “FBI Rounds Up Black Dragon Society Members”
News Headline: “Editorial: Evacuations Show Loyalty”
WORLD WAR II
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APRIL 1942
April 1, Wednesday, 1942: Fantasia on a Gregorian Theme for violin and piano by Norman Dello Joio was
performed for the initial time, in the Town Hall of New York City.
The Japanese occupied Buka Island in the Solomons and Sorong and Hollandia in Netherlands New Guinea.
Over the last month some 15,000 Jews from Lvov had been sent to Belzec death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
The Naval Air Transport Service Squadron, VR-2, was commissioned at Alameda, California, for operations
in the Pacific area.
Major General George Smith Patton, Jr. was appointed to create the Desert Training Center near Indio,
California. At the Desert Training Center he would be assuming command of the 1st Armored Corps. There
he would play a leading role in the planning of Operation Torch. Then he would command the Western Task
Force during the Allied invasion of North Africa, enter Casablanca, and occupy French Morocco.

WORLD WAR II
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April 2, Thursday, 1942: The leadership committee of the All-India Congress Party rejected the proposals that
had been made by Sir Stafford Cripps on March 29th.
Off the coast of Virginia, when the American freighter David H. Atwater was torpedoed by the German U-boat
U552 (Kapitän-Leutnant Erich Topp), its crew was machined-gunned while taking to the lifeboats. Only 3 of
27 would survive.195
News Headline: “San Francisco Japanese to be Interned at Manzanar”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA

195. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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April 3, Friday, 1942: Admiral C.W. Nimitz, USN, was named Commander in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas
(CINCPOA); Admiral Nimitz was also Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC).
Japanese forces began a major offensive against the American and Philippine defenders of Bataan.
Japanese planes bombed Mandalay heavily. 2,000 people were killed. Most of the city was set afire.
The last 129 Jews in Augsburg, along with 1,200 Jews from Tlumacz, were deported to Belzec (the community
of Augsburg had been a center of Jewish culture for 700 years).
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline: “State of California Suspends Japanese Employees”
News Headline: “Tanforan Becomes Japanese Internment Center”
News Headline: “Transfer of Japanese Farm Lands Continues”
WORLD WAR II

April 4, Saturday, 1942: Requiescat for female chorus by William Schuman was performed for the initial
time, in New York under the baton of the composer.
1,500 Jews from Horodenka were deported to Belzec.
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline: “Tanforan New Japanese Assembly Center”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
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April 5, Sunday, 1942: The Leningrad Radio Orchestra, reconstituted since ceasing operations January 3,
gives a performance in the Pushkin Theater. Without heat, the temperature in the theater hovers between -7°
and -8° C. but the standing room only audience was not deterred.
Stefan Wolpe’s ballet The Man from Midian to a scenario by Palmer was performed for the initial time, in
Washington.
The vast majority of Norway’s Lutheran clergy meet in Oslo and issued a declaration expressing the
sovereignty of God above all ideologies. This was read from the pulpits throughout Norway and 654 of 699
ministers of religion resigned their civil service positions.
The HMS Cornwall (Captain Manwaring), a 10,000-ton, 8-inch-gun British cruiser, was struck at 1:40PM off
the coast of Ceylon by bombs from 53 Japanese planes from the carriers Akagi, Soryu, and Hiryu and sank in
22 minutes. 198 died. The British cruiser HMS Dorsetshire (Captain Agar) took at least nine direct hits and
sank in less than 8 minutes. 227 died. The cruiser Enterprise and two destroyers would retrieve 1,122 floaters.
The US Submarine Snapper (SS-185) delivered food to Corrigedor, Philippine Islands and evacuated certain
military personnel.
Japanese forces took Mt. Samat in the Philippines.
Lorengau, Manus Island, in the Admiralty Islands, was occupied by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II

April 6, Monday, 1942: Japanese air forces bombed Cocanada (Kakinada) and Vizagapatam
(Vishakhapatnam), India.
The sale of white bread was ended in Great Britain.
News Headline: “700 S.F. Japanese to Go Santa Anita Internment Camp”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
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April 7, Tuesday, 1942: Jawaharlal Nehru, leader of the All-India Congress Party, calls on Indians to resist
any Japanese invasion of the country.
In Germany, Protestant theologian Karl Friedrich Stellbrink and three Catholic priests were arrested for
criticizing Nazi rule (all would be executed).
United States naval patrol aircraft arrive at Natal, Brazil, for operations in the South Atlantic.
News Headline: “S.F. Japanese Exodus Starts”
News Headline: “Goodbye! Write Soon!”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Praise for the Army and Gen. DeWitt for
Evacuation”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
April 8, Wednesday, 1942: To conserve building materials, the US War Production Board banned all nonessential construction. It also restricted the use of wool, rayon, cotton, and other materials in garments and
published maximum lengths for jackets, coats, and skirts.
Japanese forces occupied Talasea on New Britain.
News Headline: “Editorial: Japanese Co-operate”
WORLD WAR II
U.S. Colonel William D. Old made the 1st Air Transport Command supply flight “over the hump,” in route
between India and southern China.
Submarine Seadragon (SS-194) delivered food to Corrigedor, Philippine Islands and evacuated certain
military personnel.
The Hydrographic Office and the US Naval Observatory were transferred from the Bureau of Navigation to
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

Minesweeper Bittern (AM-36), damaged 10 December 1941, Cavite, Philippine Islands sunk by
United States forces
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•

Tug Napa (AT-32), by scuttling, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 25 minutes North, 120 degrees
30 minutes East

April 9, Thursday, 1942: Circus Polka by Igor Stravinsky, in its original scoring for wind band and
percussion, was performed for the initial time, at the Barnum and Bailey Circus, Madison Square Garden, New
York City. The ballet was danced by 50 elephants in pink tutus.
Hermann Balck and the German 3rd Panzer Division captured Salonika.
Major General Edward P. King, commander of the Bataan Garrison on Luzon, formally surrendered his 12,000
American and 64,000 Filipino troops to the Japanese under General Homma. After four hard months of combat
his troops were exhausted, low on ammo, and low on food (most of their meat ration was coming from horses,
mules, carabao, and water buffalo) and many of the men were suffering from malaria, dysentery, and other
such diseases. The prisoners would immediately be marched 100 kilometers north from Balanga under
conditions of such cruelty that this would be known as the Bataan Death March. At least 600 American and
5,000 Philippine soldiers would not survive the abuse. 17,000 more would die of starvation and brutality
during the 1st few weeks of captivity at the destination camps.
United States naval vessel lost:
•

PT-34, by horizontal bomber, Philippine Islands area; beached and abandoned, 10 degrees 16
minutes North, 123 degrees 52 minutes East.
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The HMS Hermes, a 10,850-ton aircraft carrier (Captain R. Onslow) had been the first Royal Navy ship to be
specially designed as such. The Hermes had left the naval base of Trincomalee, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), escorted
by the Australian destroyer Vampire, and while sailing south and 20 miles off Batticaloa on the east shore, the
ships were attacked by carrier-born aircraft from a Japanese force of three battleships and five carriers which
had entered the Bay of Bengal a week before and were in the process of attacking the naval base there. Around
70 bombers were used and the Hermes sank within 10 minutes followed shortly afterward by the Vampire.
From the Vampire, 9 ratings died. From the Hermes, 19 officers and 283 ratings died.196
The air attack on the base, in addition to military losses, killed 85 civilians. A total of 36 Japanese planes were
shot down.
WORLD WAR II
April 10, Friday, 1942: Japanese troops landed on Cebu in the Philippine Islands.
A joint administration of Papua and New Guinea was established by Australia.
News Headline: “Editorial: ‘Well Done’; in Praise of Gen. DeWitt and the Army”
At the southern tip of the peninsula of Bataan in the Philippines, near the town of Mariveles, the Japanese
soldiers herded their prisoners of war on the infamous “Death March.” There were 105 US Marines among the
American soldiers who set out. Each morning, in groups of several hundred, the prisoners would be herded
onto the main road that led north to Camp O’Donnell. Any who fell behind were being shot, bayoneted, or
beheaded, and their bodies were being left in full view for the edification of the following column. Between
Mariveles and Cabcaben the column of prisoners was being shelled by their own guns on Corregidor. After a
few days and 100 kilometers of walking, the 1st column of POWs arrived at San Fernando. There they boarded
railroad boxcars, into which they were packed like sardines for about 4 hours, with no room for anyone to sit
down, in the summer heat, with those suffering from dysentery defecating on each other. Many “died standing
up” (600-650 Americans and 5,000 Filipinos were executed for falling behind or died of illness and exhaustion
during the trip) before they detrained at Capas to hike the remaining 10 kilometers to Camp O’Donnell. About
9,300 Americans and 45,000 Filipinos would survive this Death March.
The US Pacific Fleet was reorganized into type commands: Battleships (Rear Admiral W.S. Anderson);
Aircraft Carriers (Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey); Cruisers (Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher); Destroyers (Rear Admiral
R.A. Theobald); Service Force (Vice Admiral W.L. Calhoun); Amphibious Force (Vice Admiral W. Brown);
Submarine Force (Rear Admiral T. Whiters); and Patrol Wings (Rear Admiral H.S. McCain).
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine tender Canopus (AS-9), by scuttling, off Mariveles Bay, Philippine Islands.
Minesweeper Finch (AM-9), by horizontal bomber, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 22 minutes
North, 120 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

196. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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April 11, Saturday, 1942: It was announced that Dmitri Shostakovich had won a Stalin Prize for his 7th
Symphony.
Given that the All-India Congress Party and the Muslim League had rejected his Indian Union plan,
Sir Stafford Cripps withdrew this proffer. If you don’t want it you can’t have it!
News Headline: “1924 Warning on Japanese Infiltration Suppressed”
News Headline: “Confabs Held on Future of ‘Little Tokio’”
WORLD WAR II
April 12, Sunday, 1942: United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-35 was sunk by scuttling in the vicinity of the
Philippine Islands, at 10 degrees 18 minutes North, 123 degrees 54 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

April 13, Monday, 1942: The Foreman Went to France, a film with music by William Walton, was performed
for the initial time, in the London Pavilion.
Japanese soldiers set upon 400 of the Philippine prisoners from Bataan, hacking them to death.
News Headline: “Slum Danger in Japantown Under Study”
News Headline: “Conditions at Alien Centers are Defended”
News Headline: “To the Editor: Japanese Have Faith, by George Ishida”
WORLD WAR II

April 14, Tuesday, 1942: Concerto for piano and band by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in
Hill Auditorium at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
All charges against former French leaders on trial at Riom were dropped because they were found able to
mount an irrefutable defense.
Guiseppe Quaresima committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
The German submarine U-85 was sunk by destroyer Roper (DD-147) off the coast of Virginia, at 35 degrees
55 minutes North.
News Headline: “Japantown Slum Drive Growing”
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE
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April 15, Wednesday, 1942: Trams ran in Leningrad, for the first time in months.
The US government warned Americans still in unoccupied France to get out as soon as possible.
Submarine bases at Kodiak and Dutch Harbor, Alaska, were established. Naval Air Station, Barbers Point,
Oahu was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-41, by scuttling, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 53 minutes North,
124 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 16, Thursday, 1942: Japanese troops landed on Panay, Philippines.
The entire population of Malta was awarded the George Cross for heroism in the face of furious German air
attacks.
Second Essay for Orchestra by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
News Headline: “Japanese to Occupy Tract in Arizona”
WORLD WAR II
April 18, Saturday, 1942: Pierre Laval replaced Henri Petain as prime minister of the French State.
A little more than 650 miles east of Honshu, Japan, Lieutenant-Colonel James H. Doolittle’s 16 twin-engined
Mitchell B-25 bombers were launched from Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey’s carrier USS Hornet (CV-8), with a
mission to drop some incendiary bombs upon the Japanese civilians of Tokyo, Yokosuka, Yokohama, Kobe,
and Nagoya. The planes were able to carry only four incendiary bombs, each — not enough to do more than
disturb enemy public morale. For such a bit of derring-do, Lieutenant-Colonel Doolittle was to receive a
Congressional Medal of Honor! Since his aircraft were unequipped to set down on a carrier, the plan was for
these bombers to continue 1,200 miles across the East China Sea and land at airstrips in China. Some of the
bombers would make it all the way but others would run out of fuel and their crews would need to bail out
over Japanese-controlled terrain. Sixty-four American airmen would parachute into the area around Chekiang.
Most would be given shelter by Chinese civilians but 8 would be picked up by Japanese patrols, and 3 would
be executed after standing trial for their crime against humanity. The Japanese army would conduct a massive
search and in the process would torch entire towns and villages suspected of harboring Americans. When the
Japanese troops would move out of the Chekiang and Kiangsu areas in mid-August, they would be leaving in
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their wake some 250,000 corpses of Chinese civilians, executed during the search for the American flyers.

(When this story gets retailed, the little detail about 250,000 Chinese corpses is frequently overlooked.)
News Headline: “3000 More Japanese Go to Manzanar”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Plight of Filipino-Japanese Women”
A German submarine shelled oil installations at Curacao in the Netherlands West Indies.
WORLD WAR II

April 19, Sunday, 1942: Three Trios op.99 for female voices and orchestra by Florent Schmitt were
performed for the initial time, in Paris.
Canon, a song by Charles Ives to words of Moore, was performed for the initial time, at the HumphreyWeidman Studio in New York.
Japanese troops conquered Cebu in the Philippines and Yenangyuang, Burma (Myanmar).
WORLD WAR II
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April 20, Monday, 1942: Japanese forces occupied Hollandia, Netherlands New Guinea (Jayapura, West
Irian) and completed their conquest of the Philippine islands of Leyte, Negros, Panay and Samar.
Béla Bartók ran into his son Péter, by chance, in a Bronx subway station. Péter had left Hungary in December
but his father had had no idea when he would arrived in the US because that information had been censored
from the cable.
United States carrier Wasp (CV-7), in Mediterranean Sea, launched 47 British Spitfire aircraft for Malta.
News Headline: “Evacuation Plan for L.A. Speeded”
WORLD WAR II
April 21, Tuesday, 1942: Clarinet Sonata by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in the
Institute of Modern Art, Boston, with the composer himself at the piano.
German troops who had been surrounded at Demyansk were relieved after 2 1/2 months.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered the seizure of all enemy-controlled patents, some 25,000 in
number.
News Headline: “‘Manzanar Nice Place – It Better Than Hollywood,’ by United
Press”
News Headline: “City to Clear Japantown Slums”
News Headline: “‘Food for Victory’ from Seized Japanese Farms”
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General Joseph Stilwell set up his Headquarters at Lashio, Burma and issued Battle Order 0001 to the Chinese
Expeditionary Force in Burma.
The Kenedy Alien Detention Camp received, as its initial consignment of internees, 156 Japanese, 456
Germans, and 14 Italians. The Japanese had been brought mainly from Mexico but the Germans and Italians
had been brought largely from Central and South America.

(However, the sad fact is that 80% of the prisoners in the three Texas camps would come from Peru and about
70% of these would be Japanese who had been deported arbitrarily not because they provided any sort of
security problem but as a result of race prejudice and because they had been strong competition economically
for “native” Peruvians.)
WORLD WAR II
April 24, Friday, 1942: A military court in Dublin sentenced Brendan Behan to 14 years imprisonment for
firing at police during an IRA Irish Republican Army march.
German planes carried out what were known as the Baedeker Raids, beginning with Exeter. These historic
towns had been chosen from the Baedeker Guide Book, in retaliation for the RAF Royal Air Force raids on
Lübeck. Bath would also be hit. 400 civilians would be killed. Meanwhile British planes bombed Rostock,
destroying 70% of the center of the medieval city.
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Aliens Should Dispose of Contraband”
News Headline: “Japantown Liquor Curb Urged”
News Headline: “S.F. Japanese Register for Evacuation”
WORLD WAR II
April 27, Monday, 1942: Ernest MacMillan resigned as principal of the Toronto Conservatory.
News Headline: “S.F. Japanese Register for Tanforan Camp”
WORLD WAR II
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April 28, Tuesday, 1942: United States Escort Force (Rear Admiral R.C. Giffen) departed Scapa Flow,
Scotland, to protect convoys to Russia.
A coastal “blackout” was imposed along a 15-mile strip where, allegedly, German U-boats had been able to
pick out the silhouettes of merchant shipping against the lights of towns and cities.
News Headline: “FBI Conducts New Raids on Enemy Aliens”
News Headline: “San Francisco Japanese Sent to Tanforan Internment Camp”
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
April 29, Wednesday, 1942: First coastal convoy leaves New York for the Delaware River. Japanese landed
on and seized Parang and Cotabato, Mindanao, Philippine Islands.

News Headline: “Japanese Evacuation from San Francisco Speeded Up”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Japanese Won’t be Welcomed Back”

From this point, the Jews of the Netherlands would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.

ANTISEMITISM
Japanese troops occupied Lashio, the southern end of the Burma Road northeast of Mandalay, cutting off land
supply routes to China.
A military court in Zürich found 2 founders of the Swiss Nazi Party guilty of “threatening the security of the
Swiss Confederation.”
Private Ralph Shapey, on furlough from basic training in Alabama, conducted the Philadelphia Orchestra.
WORLD WAR II
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April 30, Thursday, 1942: The Pinsk ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
We can afford to bear in mind that while Ezra Pound definitely made use of ethnic slurs, behind such rabblerousing his intended target was always the international banking establishment — which he perceived as
dominated by families that were, at least ethnically, Jewish. For whatever intentions are worth, he did not
intend to be an enemy of Jews as such: “Don’t start a pogrom,” he suggested, “That is, not an old-style killing
of small Jews. That system is no good whatsoever. Of course if some man had a stroke of genius and could
start a pogrom up at the top, there might be something to say for it. But on the whole legal measures are
preferable.” We can bear in mind that Herr Hitler took Pound’s advice, at the start of his extermination
program, excluding German Jews first from the professions and the universities (and only then proceeding to
the so on and so forth).
Fons salutifer op.48 for chorus, orchestra and organ by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in
Karlsbad.
Concerto for cello and orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New
York, conducted by Howard Hanson.
Allied troops in Burma took up new defensive positions north of the Irrawaddy.
Under National Guard protection against the local white Americans, 14 black American families were able to
move into the federally-funded Sojourner Truth housing project.
The Headquarters, Western Defense Command and Fourth Army at the Presidio of San Francisco, California
issued Civilian Exclusion Order No. 27. According to this “A responsible member of each family, and each
individual living alone, in the above described area will report between the hours of 8:00AM and 5:00PM,
Friday, May 1, 1942, or during the same hours on Saturday, May 2, 1942, to the Civil Control Station located
at 530 Eighteenth Street, Oakland, California.” Failing to do so, they would be “liable to the criminal penalties
provided by Public Law No. 503, 77th Congress.”
New Japanese Evacuation Order
Two naval patrol planes evacuated military and civilian personnel from Corregidor, Philippine Islands.
Admiral H.R. Stark assumed command of United States Naval Forces Europe.
The battleship Indiana (BB-58) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
WORLD WAR II
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MAY 1942
May 1942: According to THE PAST AS PROLOGUE by Renato Redentor Constantino, “In May 1942, a cholera
epidemic created by Unit 731 in Yunnan province kill[ed] over 200,000 people. Three months later, another
200,000 die[d] in Shandong province as a result of Unit 731’s germ warfare. In the Zhekiang province city of
Quzhou alone, over 50,000 perish[ed] from bubonic plague and cholera.”
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

JAPANESE
CHINESE
May 1942: The Japanese established a seaplane base on Tulagi Island in the southern Solomons off the coast
of Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II
May 1942: Drafted into the Japanese military, Hiroo Onoda attended a school for guerilla warfare. Being
taken as a prisoner of war was considered by the Japanese to be a failure deserving of death, and in addition
to this, what Onoda was being told was that it was the duty of a lurking guerrilla fighter to stay alive at any cost.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
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May 1, Friday, 1942: Gold and the Señor Commandante, a ballet by William Bergsma, was performed for the
initial time, in Rochester, New York.
United States Naval Base and United States Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Great Exuma, Bahama Islands, and
United States Naval Base, Grand Cayman, British West Indies, were established. Admiral W.D. Leahy, USN
(Ret.), ended his service as Ambassador to France.
The Dvinsk ghetto was virtually liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese occupied Mandalay, taking control of all of central Burma.
WORLD WAR II
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May 2, Saturday, 1942: An Organ Sonata by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Vassar
College Chapel, Poughkeepsie, New York.
The fourth of the Four Piano Blues by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, in Montevideo.
Prime Minister Thorvald August Marinus Stauning of Denmark died and was succeeded by Wilhelm Buhl.
Japanese troops landed on Florida Island in the Solomon Islands.
Seaplane Tender Mizuho was sunk by the US submarine Drum (SS-228) off southeastern Honshu, Japan, at 34
degrees 26 minutes North, 138 degrees 14 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

May 3, Sunday, 1942: The US Submarine Spearfish (SS-190) evacuated certain military personnel from
Corregidor, Philippine Islands.
The Japanese occupied Tulagi in the Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
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May 4, Monday, 1942: Ezra Pound declared that “The Bolshevik anti-morale comes out of the Talmud, which
is the dirtiest teaching any race ever codified. The Talmud is the one and only begetter of the Bolshevik
system.”
ANTISEMITISM
Benjamin Britten made a “Statement to the Local Tribunal for the Registration of Conscientious Objectors.”
This began, “Since I believe that there was in every man the spirit of God, I cannot destroy, and feel it my duty
to avoid helping to destroy as far as I am able, human life, however strongly I may disapprove of the
individual’s actions or thoughts.”
Japanese troops defeated Chinese troops at Bhamo in Burma. General Joseph Stilwell started the “Walkout”
at Shwebo, Burma.
After sending 16,000 artillery shells onto the island within 24 hours, a small Japanese force landed on
Corregidor to fierce resistance by American and Philippine troops.
The Battle of the Coral Sea (4-8 May) commenced with an air strike on Tulagi, Solomon Islands, by United
States carrier-based aircraft. Allied naval forces (Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher, USN) comprised Attack Group
(Rear Admiral T. C. Kinkaid, USN) of United State cruisers Chester (CA-27), New Orleans (CA-32), Portland
(CA-33), Astoria (CA-34), Minneapolis (CA-36) and destroyers Farragut (DD-348), Dewey (DD-340),
Monaghan (DD- 354), Aylwin (DD-355) and Phelps (DD-360); Support Group (Rear Admiral J. G. Crace, RN)
with United States cruiser Chicago (CA-29), Australian cruisers Australia and Hobart, and United States
destroyers Perkins (DD-377) and Walke (DD- 416); Carrier Group (Rear Admiral A. W. Fitch, USN)
consisting of United States carriers Lexington (CV-2) and Yorktown (CV- 5) with destroyers Anderson (DD411), Hammann (DD-412), Russell (DD-414), and Morris (DD-417); Fueling Group (Captain J.S. Phillips,
USN) including United States oilers Tippecanoe (AO-21) and Neosho (A0-23) and destroyers Worden (DD352) and Sims (DD-409). Commander in Chief United States Fleet (Admiral E. J. King) directed Coast Guard
Auxiliary to organize civilian small craft as coastal pickets. The United States Minesweeper Tanager (AM-5)
was sunk by the coastal defense guns of Corregidor, Philippine Islands. The Japanese Destroyer Kikuzuki was
sunk by US carrier-based aircraft off Tulagi in the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
May 4-8, 1942: Battle of the Coral Sea, until May 8th.
WORLD WAR II
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May 10, Sunday, 1942: The Ramb IV, a former Italian hospital ship captured by the British that had become a
Ministry of War transport, was carrying 360 staff and wounded patients when attacked by enemy aircraft while
on its way to Alexandria from Tobruk. During the attack 155 of the wounded men and 10 of the crewmen died.
The survivors abandoned ship and the empty hulk would later be sunk in the Mediterranean by warships of the
Royal Navy.
Japanese forces occupied Palawan Island in the Philippines.
General Sharp, commanding American forces still fighting in the Philippines, ordered surrender.
Avoiding the Japanese troops, General Stilwell’s group used rafts built by Burmese natives as transportation
on the Uyu river. Dr. Seagrave’s Burmese nurses insisted that the wooden rafts have roofs for protection from
the sun.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Monday, 1942: Publication of William Faulkner’s GO DOWN, MOSES.
Native Land, a film with music by Marc Blitzstein, was shown for the initial time, at the World Theater of New
York City.
Pursuant to an April 27th referendum, the Canadian Parliament enacted full conscription.
Japanese Minelayer Okinoshima was sunk by US Submarine S-42 north of the Solomon Islands, at 5 degrees
6 minutes South, 153 degrees 48 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 13, Wednesday, 1942: The Bureau of Navigation was renamed Bureau of Naval Personnel.
Japanese troops crossed the Salween River, Burma, driving toward Kengtung.
Soviet troops began to evacuated the Kerch Peninsula.
A German submarine sank a Mexican oil barge in the Gulf of Mexico (Mexico would make a formal
complaint).
The French agreed to immobilize three of their warships at Martinique in the French West Indies.
WORLD WAR II
May 16, 1942: Japanese troops occupied Flores Island just west of Timor.
Women voted for the initial time in the Dominican Republic, in a presidential election (unfortunately, there
was only one candidate on the ballot, the irrepressible Rafael Trujillo).
WORLD WAR II
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May 17, Sunday, 1942: German forces launched an offensive at Izyum, southeast of Kharkov.
After two weeks in a refugee camp in Casablanca on the coast of Africa (having left her notebooks behind with
Gustave Thibon in France), Simone Weil sailed on with her parents toward New York City. Eager to join the
French Resistance movement headquartered in London, she would write to various officials there.

Japanese submarines sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-28, containing 88 lives, by submarine Tautog (SS-199), Caroline Islands area, 6
degrees 30 minutes North, 152 degrees 0 minutes East
Submarine I-164, by submarine Triton (SS-201), southeast of Kyushu, Japan, 29 degrees 25
minutes North, 134 degrees 9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HISTORY’S NOT MADE OF WOULD. TODAY IS MAY 17TH, 1942 AND
ACTUALLY SIMONE WROTE TO NO OFFICIALS ON THIS DAY (ALTHOUGH
SHE “WOOD,” A FUTURE NOT-YET-EXISTENT THINGIE). WHEN SOME
HISTORIAN REVEALS, FOR INSTANCE, THAT A PARTICULAR NEWBORN
WOOD EVENTUALLY INVENT THE SEWING MACHINE, S/HE DISCLOSES
THAT WHAT IS BEING CRAFTED IS NOT REALITY BUT
PREDESTINARIANISM. THE HISTORIAN IS SETTING CHRONOLOGY TO
“SHUFFLE,” WHICH IS NOT A PERMISSIBLE OPTION BECAUSE IN THE
REAL WORLD SUCH SHUFFLE IS IMPOSSIBLE.

THE RULE OF REALITY IS
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THAT THE FUTURE HASN’T EVER HAPPENED, YET.

May 19, Tuesday, 1942: General Joseph Stilwell and his ragged group arrived in Imphal, India.
WORLD WAR II
Captain Carl W. Eifler and Captain John Coughlin departed training camp “X” near Lake Ontario, Canada to
establish an OSS (Detachment101) organization in Burma. Under the guise of malaria research a base camp
would be set up at Nazira, Assam, India.

May 20, Wednesday, 1942: Japanese troops completed their takeover of Burma and advanced to the border of
India.
Air Force, South Pacific Area (Rear Admiral J.S. McCain) was established.
WORLD WAR II
May 21, Thursday, 1942: The FBI arrested 12 Germans in Moriah, New York for having failed to register as
aliens.
The city of Bacolod on the island of Negros in the Philippine Islands was occupied by the Japanese.
North Pacific Force (Rear Admiral R.A. Theobald) was established for operations in the Alaskan sector.
Convoy PQ16 carrying war supplies left Iceland headed toward our ally the Soviet Union. During its 5 days
in transit 7 of its vessels would be sunk by the Germans.
The German U-boats U-197 and U-623 were commissioned. Mexican oil tanker Faja de Oro was torpedoed
in the Gulf of Mexico by U-boat U-106. This incident along with the Potrero del Llano sinking on the 14th
would provide a casus belli for Mexico to declare war on the Axis Powers.
WORLD WAR II
A film “Tortilla Flat” based on an early novel by John Steinbeck, with Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, and John
Garfield, depicted life in Monterey, California between WWI and WWII.
Fiancailles pour rire, a cycle for voice and piano to words of Vilmorin, was performed for the initial time, with
its composer Francis Poulenc himself at the piano.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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In Paris, “Le journal tombe à cinq heures,” a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial
time.
I.G. Farben set up a factory near Auschwitz to make synthetic oil and rubber using slave labor from that camp.
4,300 Jews were deported from Chelm to Sobibor. All would be put in the 5 gas chambers there, upon arrival.
2,000 Jews in Korzec (Korets/Koretz), Poland were taken to fields near town and murdered.
A decree in the Netherlands authorized the complete expropriation of Jewish property.
ANTISEMITISM
May 25, Monday, 1942: Las agachadas for chorus by Aaron Copland to traditional Spanish words, was
performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
Julian S. Haswell committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Blakeley (DD-150), by submarine torpedo, off Martinique,
French West Indies
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Repair ship Asahi, by submarine Salmon (SS-182), South China Sea, 10 degrees
North, 110 degrees East
WORLD WAR II
May 31, Sunday, 1942: Kenneth Patchen’s radio play The City Wears a Slouch Hat with music by John Cage
was broadcast for the initial time, over the airwaves of WBBM, originating in Chicago, conducted by the
composer himself.
Ezra Pound although never an advocate of mass extermination or of any program of discrimination against
Jews definitely did perceive communism as an outgrowth of ancient Judaic teachings, terming communism
“the left hand of Judah” (the right hand, presumably, being international finance capitalism).
Japanese kaiten suicide submarines raided the harbor of Sydney, Australia.
WORLD WAR II
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June 1942: Mass murder of Jews by Germans by gassing began at the Auschwitz death camp.

A German was picked up in the vicinity of the US-Canada border near Rouses Point. He was wearing a Royal
Canadian Air Force uniform.
Jazz trumpeter and vocalist Rowland Bernart “Bunny” Berigan died from the effects of a severe hemorrhage
at the age of 33, in New York City.
Rochester, New York newspaperman Lloyd Klos received his draft registration notice.
Japanese construction parties began an airfield at Lunga Point on Guadalcanal. Australian coastwatchers
would keep Allied commanders appraised of Japanese progress. The preliminary planning for “Operation
Watchtower” began.
Adirondacks towns futilely petitioned President Franklin Delano Roosevelt for a relaxation of gas rationing
during the summer tourist season. The season would turn out to be a disaster. Three area state campgrounds
would need to remain closed due to a lack of visitors.
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The American Friends Service Committee began Civilian Public Service Camp No. 41 as a mental hospital
unit at Eastern State Mental Hospital in Williamsburg, Virginia,197 with Calhoun D. Geiger and Gordon Foster
serving as directors, and 33 other Conscientious Objectors as attendants in the wards (only a minority of these
objectors were affiliated with the Friends).198 Asa Watkins, who would perform his alternative service there,
would comment “It is sort of like a perpetual bad dream. The smells, the sounds of the insane voices, the bad
equipment.

The long, dark corridors ... it is all very much like a medieval fairyland of the nether regions.” The objectors
would attempt to improve conditions for the patients and the asylum directors would attempt to have them
removed from the grounds “in the interest of greater harmony.”
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Wednesday, 1942: The British government announced that it would be nationalizing the coal and milk
industries.
From this point, the Jews of Belgium would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese carrier-based aircraft bombed Dutch Harbor and there were landings on Kiska and Attu in the western
Aleutian Islands.
Midway-based aircraft locate and attack transports of Japanese Combined Fleet (Admiral Yamamoto) about
600 miles west of that island.
United States Coastal Minesweeper Bunting (AMC-7) sank after a collision in San Francisco Bay, California.
WORLD WAR II
197. Dating to 1773, this had been the initial public asylum in America — with the single exception of the basement of the
Philadelphia Hospital, a Quaker institution.
198. The work week for such an attendant was 79 hours.
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June 4, Thursday, 1942: Song of the Free by Kurt Weill to words of MacLeish was performed for the initial
time, as part of a revue in the Roxy Theater of New York City.
German Schutzstaffel general Reinhard “Blond Beast” Heydrich, Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia,
succumbed to the wounds inflicted on him in the ambush of May 27th.

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
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The Battle of Midway (4-6 June) began as aircraft from four Japanese carriers struck at Midway Island
installations which were being defended by Marine and Army aircraft. Carrier task forces (those of Rear
Admiral F.J. Fletcher and Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance) launched aircraft from carriers Enterprise (CV-6),
Hornet (CV-6), and Yorktown (CV-5) which hit four Japanese carriers. Yorktown was disabled by Japanese
carrier aircraft. Admiral Yamamoto abandoned his plans for Midway Island and retired westward.
United States Carrier Yorktown (CV-5) was damaged by carrier-based aircraft at 33 degrees 51 minutes North,
177 degrees 1 minute West. The Japanese Carrier Kaga was sunk by carrier-based aircraft at 30 degrees 23
minutes North, 177 degrees 1 minute West. The Japanese Carrier Soryu was sunk by carrier-based aircraft and
by the US submarine Nautilus (SS-168) at 30 degrees 42 minutes North, 179 degrees 37 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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His death would be worth many lives:

In the Battle of Midway (until the 6th), four Japanese aircraft carriers, the Soryu, the Akagi, the Kaga, and the
Hiryu were reduced to burning pyres within 10 minutes by 54 American pilots. 307 Americans died during
this battle in which none of the opposing ships even once sighted each other, the entire battle being fought by
the carriers planes, the Vals, Kates, and Zeros of the Japanese against the Dauntlesses, Devastators, and
Wildcats of the Americans. From the Japanese carriers around 250 planes were lost and from the American
carriers, the Enterprise, Yorktown, and Hornet, 72 planes were lost. The Soryu was ablaze when it was sighted
by the US submarine Nautilus, which nevertheless sent three silver fish to speed her sinking.
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Thus, when the Soryu went down at 7:13AM, it took with it its entire compliment of 728.
The Akagi, flagship of Admiral Nagumo, sank with 221 deaths after being scuttled and torpedoed by its escort
destroyers. The 30,000-ton Kaga sank with around 800 deaths after tearing itself apart in two explosions.
The Hiryu would still be burning the next morning at 9:00AM to be torpedoed by its escort destroyers.
416 died on the Hiryu, her captain, Tomeo Kaku, and her commander, Admiral Yamaguchi, saying goodbye
to the surviving crewmen while lashing themselves to the bridge. The Yorktown was the only US casualty, three
bombs from a Japanese divebomber reducing the carrier to a derelict wreck. When 2 tin fish hit the vessel and
it listed to 26 degrees, an order to abandon ship was given. At 6AM on June 7, the floating hulk was found by
a Japanese submarine that expended a couple more tin fish to finish it off.
WORLD WAR II

June 6, Saturday, 1942: Bachianas Brasileiras no.4 in an arrangement for orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos was
performed for the initial time, in New York under the baton of the composer.
Aircraft from carriers Enterprise (CV-6) and Hornet (CV-8) attacked Japanese force retiring from Midway.
After recovering aircraft, United States force changes course eastward to refuel and breaks contact with the
enemy (Battle of Midway, 4-6 June, one of the most decisive battles in naval history. It was the turning point
of the Pacific War. In addition to the crippling loss of four aircraft carriers, the Japanese suffered the loss of a
large percentage of their most highly trained and battle- experienced carrier pilots.)
United States Destroyer Hammann (DD-412) was sunk by a submarine torpedo, 30 degrees 36 minutes North,
176 degrees 34 minutes West
Japanese heavy cruiser Mikuma was sunk by naval carrier-based aircraft and Marine land-based aircraft,
30 degrees 0 minutes North, 173 degrees 0 minutes East
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During the first 40 days at the Camp O’Donnell POW camp, about 1,500 more Americans had died (the death
rate there was the highest of any POW camp during the war). At this point the Filipino POWs there were
granted complete amnesty by the Japanese, and released.
During the Battle of Midway, when the aircraft carrier USS Yorktown was torpedoed by Japanese submarine
I-168, the destroyer USS Hammann moved close to the carrier in an effort to protect her from further damage.
When they saw the wakes of 4 more torpedoes, the Hammann’s gunners opened fire — but failed to detonate
even one of the four. The 1st passed under the keel of the destroyer and exploded against the Yorktown. The
2nd opened up the No. 2 boiler room of the Hammann. Her keel broken, it took only 4 minutes for the destroyer
to vanish. Many of her floaters were killed in the water as her depth charges exploded. The destroyers USS
Balche and USS Benham rescued the survivors from the Yorktown and the Hammann and moved at full speed
toward the security of Pearl Harbor. Of the Hammann’s complement of 241 officers and men, 5 officers and
71 crewmen had died immediately, and before they would reach the hospitals of Pearl Harbor, 26 more would
die of wounds.
WORLD WAR II

June 7, Sunday, 1942: German and Romanian forces began a major assault on Sevastopol.
The US Wartime Civil Control Administration reported in San Francisco that virtually the entire Japanese
American population of the west coast (99,770 people) had been relocated inland.
The Aleutian Islands of Attu and Kiska were occupied by Japanese troops.
From this point, the Jews of occupied France would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States Navy completed its overwhelming naval victory over the Japanese in the vicinity of Midway
Island.
Command of naval forces was reallocated: Atlantic and Pacific Fleets, Sea Frontiers, and Special Task Forces
were place directly under Commander in Chief United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations; Naval
Local Defense Forces, Naval Transportation Service, Special Duty Ships, and Naval District Craft were made
responsible to Vice Chief of Naval Operations. Japanese occupy Kiska and Attu, Aleutian Islands, Alaska.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Carrier Yorktown (CV-5), by Japanese submarine torpedo, as she retires, damaged, after Battle of
Midway, 30 degrees 36 minutes North, 176 degrees 34 minutes West.
Seaplane tender (small) Gannet (AVP-8), by submarine torpedo, off Bermuda
WORLD WAR II
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June 20, Saturday, 1942: Anne Frank to her diary: “Still,” she writes, “what does that matter? I want to write,
but more than that, I want to bring out all kinds of things that lie buried deep in my heart.”

A Japanese submarine shelled Estevan Point, Vancouver Island, British Columbia.
German and Italian forces began a bombardment of Tobruk (Tubruq).
Police Battalion 101 from Hamburg, consisting of eleven officers, five administrators, and 486 ranks set out
by truck for Poland. A few days later they would arrive at the town of Bilgoraj, south of Lublin. Here for the
first time they would be informed of the nature of their mission. Divided into killing squads of 8-10 men, each
policeman was to select a victim, a man, a woman, or a child, and then they were to walk in parallel single file
to the killing site. There they were to order their victims to lie face down in a row on the ground and await a
bullet in the back of the head. This procedure would be repeated over and over again throughout the day, and
by the end the uniforms of the policemen would be splattered with blood, brain matter, and bone splinters. The
30 men of Leutenant Kurt Drucker’s platoon of 2nd Company shot 200-300 Jews within a 4-hour period. That
day over 1,200 Jews were in this manner disposed of. Some members of Police Battalion 101 who had
approved of the task they were asked to perform, after the first few killings asked to be excused. Many such
requests could be honored, as there were always volunteers to take their place. (At German war crimes trials
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after the war, 21 members of Police Battalion 101 would be convicted, and 14 would be hung.)
WORLD WAR II

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.

June 21, Sunday, 1942: Erwin Rommel and the German Army captured Tobruk, taking 30,000 Allied soldiers
prisoner.
Fort Stevens on the coast of Oregon was shelled by the 5.5-inch deck gun of Japanese submarine I-25. The
encounter was a clear victory for pacifism. The fort commander refrained from giving the order to fire because
this might, he later explained, have disclosed the locations of his guns to the people who were already shooting
at them. One of the 17 shells fired knocked down the backstop of the fort’s baseball diamond. Another shell
nicked a power line, which would later fail. At about midnight, having failed to provoke any reaction ashore,
the submariners gave up and sailed away.
WORLD WAR II
August 24/25, 1942: Naval Battle of Eastern Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE
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August 24, Monday, 1942: Music for MacDougall’s play Lumberjacks of America by Benjamin Britten was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC, conducted by the composer.
The fourth of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “Women of Britain,” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New York.
The German Army entered Stalingrad.
Battle of the Eastern Solomons begins and continues into the next day. Naval carrier-based aircraft (Vice
Admiral F.J. Fletcher) supported by Marine and Army aircraft turned back a major Japanese attempt to
recapture the islands of Guadalcanal and Tulagi in the Solomon Islands. 17 American planes were downed
while the Japanese lose 70 planes. Several thousand people were killed.
United States Carrier Enterprise (CV-6) was damaged by a dive bomber at 8 degrees 38 minutes South,
163 degrees 30 minutes East. Japanese Carrier Ryujo was sunk by carrier-based aircraft at 6 degrees 10
minutes South, 160 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 25, Tuesday, 1942: Japanese occupied Nauru, Gilbert Islands, and Goodenough Island, off the
southeast coast of New Guinea. Japanese reinforcements for Guadalcanal were turned back by American
ships. Japanese Destroyer Muzuki was sunk by Army aircraft off Santa Isabel in the Solomon Islands.
German forces captured Mozdok, north of Tbilisi.
WORLD WAR II
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June 25, Thursday, 1942: German forces begin an attack toward Rostov-on-Don.
Germans began arresting 22,000 Jews in the Paris area, for deportation.
ANTISEMITISM
1,000 Royal Air Force bombers attacked Bremen and unloaded their bomb bays even though the cloud cover
made it impossible to have any idea what was on the ground beneath them.
The US Army established a European Theater of Operations under Major General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower, who arrived on this day in London.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill concluded their
conference in Washington; a decision had been reached for combined United States-British research and
development of an atomic bomb.
Japanese Destroyer Yamakaze was sunk by US Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) off Honshu.
WORLD WAR II

Real and Half Real
It was a time to find a new world: who was sent forth? Columbus, that is the dove, Noah’s dove
Over wide waters. It was time (men having so long so vainly envied the birds) it was time to realize
That ancient dream: and who were appointed? Two brothers, surnamed Wright, (that’s maker, artificer)
Launch their contrivance — where? — on the field of the hawk, Kittyhawk, the mewing hawk.
These are the two great turnings
In a thousand years: you notice how the names mark them: do you see myth
Leaning tall from her darkness over the shoulders of history, guiding
The hand that writes? A dove discovers new lands; a legendary artificer, doubled to symbolize
Importance, invents the plane.
Or again: consider the dates of the earlier world-war.
It became world-war
The day America entered it: what was that day? A most appropriate day,
a so-called Good Friday,
The day of the death of Christ. And then it ended, not quite too late, and its armistice
Is dated the eleventh hour, underscored by eleventh
Day and month: a grim bit of humor, trivial but ominous.
— And now we return to complete the twelfth —
The man who is chosen to crack the iron shell of Europe:
what is his name? — Iron-hewer.
There seems to be something
Intentional in these coincidences. Perhaps they are token
That what makes history is not the actors; men’s minds and clashing causes are not the cause.
The play —
As Hardy, Tolstoy, Sophocles knew — is authored
Outside the scene. Invisible wires are pulled, the passionate puppets gesticulate, Napoleon, Oedipus
And Hitler perform their pre-formed agonies.
But now consider
Something not human: — here the coast hills at Soberanes Creek sea-mouth,
steep wedges and cones of granite
Thin-skinned with grass; their feet are deep in the flood-tide ocean, dark, heavy and still,
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calm in this trough
Between two storms; their heads are against the dark heavy sky.
No life is visible but the bright grass,
And a gang of wild pigs, huddled and flank-to-flank, flowing up a swale
On the far slope; and that one eagle, wheeling and rocking, high and alone
Against the cloud-lid.
Here are no trivial artist-signatures, no puppet-play,
no pretence of free will;
This is first-class reality. The human affair is half real, part myth, part art-work:
this is in earnest.
I conclude
That men should play the parts assigned them and do it bravely, emulating
The nobility of nature, but well in mind
That their play is a play; it is serious but not important; what’s done in earnest
is done outside it.
— Robinson Jeffers

June/July 1942: The Japanese tested Salmonella on Chinese prisoners.
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

Summer 1942: It was probably at this point (he’s still certain of the season, but not exactly of the year)
that John R. Kellam visited his older brother, in training at Carlyle Barracks in Pennsylvania, and learned a
thing or two about the ethos of warfare:
I noticed that on one of the buildings was mounted, in large
metal letters, the motto of the medical corps, the army medical
corps: To Preserve Fighting Strength. Not to save lives, not to
prevent the injured GIs from dying, but to patch them up so they
could go out and do some more killing. I suppose for some younger
COs who hadn’t done as much thinking as I’d been through, it was
possible for them to let themselves be drawn into the Army Corps
on the promises that they wouldn’t be asked to do the killing
directly. But there it was, in bold relief! The only and official
reason for having an army medical corps is to prevent the loss
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of fighting strength where possible.

At this point, six months after the Japanese and the German declarations of war upon the United States of
America, declarations which had been eagerly sought by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt by every means
under his control, the Commander in Chief bragged to Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau about his
personal trickiness: “You know I am a juggler, and I never let my right hand know what my left hand does ...
and furthermore I am perfectly willing to mislead and tell untruths if it will help win the war.”199

As Friend John R. Kellam now insists upon reminding people lest they forget and again let down their guard,

199. I can well imagine that any number of people are going to be outraged at the manner in which this Kouroo Contexture
categorizes Franklin Delano Roosevelt as having been a moral cripple. How can I be allowed to describe an American war president
in such terms? I conceive, however, that in the interest of an honest historical analysis, no other course is possible — the man
proudly, repeatedly condemned himself out of his own mouth. As a point in comparison, in Ken Kesey’s “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest” the point-of-view character (ably portrayed in the movie by Jack Nicholson) was a self-admitted child molester who
remained amused by his own behavior, and our sympathy with his lobotomization is distanced by the realization that he was an
extremely dangerous person who under no circumstances could be allowed access to children. In analyzing the record of this US
president it is similarly necessary for us, Republican or Democrat, to distance ourselves, and bear in mind historically that it had
been an extremely tragic error that we had ever allowed a man of this low character to assume a position of higher responsibility
than, say, some town’s dogcatcher or accountant.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
The first casualty of war is the truth.
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JULY 1942
July 1, Wednesday, 1942: Quadrilha Brasileira for piano by Claude Champagne was performed for the initial
time, in Rio de Janeiro, to celebrate Canada’s Dominion Day. The work was commissioned by the Jean Désy,
the ambassador from Canada to Brazil.
Axis troops reached El Alamein, Egypt.
In the Philippines, off Cape Bojidoru, Luzon, the 7,267-ton passenger ship Montevideo Maru was sunk by
mistake by the American submarine Sturgeon. The ship had left Rabaul, New Britain unescorted on June 22,
heading for Japan with 1,035 Australian nationals including 845 prisoners of war (the bulk of the Lark Force,
2/22 Battalion, Australian 8th Division), their 62 Japanese guards, and 71 Japanese crewmen. Among the 208
civilian prisoners had been the 36 crewmembers of a Swedish cargo ship, the Herstein, which had been
bombed and set on fire while loading copra in Matupi harbor. It was struck at 0225 hours by 2 torpedoes of a
4-torpedo spread at a range of 4,000 yards. From the Allied contingent on board, there would be no survivors.

The ship began to list to starboard and went down stern first at 0240 hours. On July 6 the 168 survivors of Lark
Force and some civilian nurses would be herded aboard the Naruto Maru and 9 days later, dirty and half
starved, would reach Yokohama. All these would survive the war. Japanese sources indicate that 17 of their
crewmen and guards reached the Luzon shore, only to disappear from the records — presumably the Philippine
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guerrillas there executed them.
WORLD WAR II

July 1-30, 1942: First Battle of El Alamein, Egypt.
WORLD WAR II

July 4, Saturday, our national birthday, 1942: Three “liberty” ships were launched in Baltimore, Maryland —
replacements for other ships, already at the bottom of the sea. In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania at the site of the
Liberty Bell, 200 young men were inducted into the armed forces — replacements for other young men,
already in their graves.
For first time United States Army bombers joined with the Royal Air Force in an air raid on Western Europe.
In New York, at a service of the “Eternal Light,” flags of the allied nations were displayed in a colorful V for
victory. In Washington DC, “civilian protective forces” were put on alert in case of emergency.
One Japanese naval vessel was sunk off Agattu, Aleutian Islands:
•

Destroyer Nenohi, by submarine Triton (SS-201)

In Metuchen, New Jersey, 2,000 Danes celebrated the 30th anniversary of the celebration at Rebild National
Park in Denmark, a tradition that had begun in 1912.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
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Convoy PQ-17, comprising 22 American and 11 British merchant ships, sailed on this day from Iceland for
the port of Murmansk in the Barents Sea. Suspecting that German warships were on their way to intercept the
convoy, the British Admiralty ordered “Scatter, and proceed to destination at utmost speed.” During the 10day 700-mile dash that would follow, German bombers and U-boats would be having themselves a turkey
shoot, destroying a total of 23 ships and killing 153 seamen. Only 11 of the 33 vessels would ever reach port.
On board the sunken vessels had been 3,500 trucks, 435 tanks, and a couple of hundred aircraft — essential
war materials, and most desperately needed by our Russian ally.
WORLD WAR II
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July 5, Sunday, 1942: Soviet resistance in the Crimea ended as German troops reach the Don near Voronezh.
The Imperial Japanese Navy destroyer IJN Arare, part of Admiral Nagamo’s carrier force in his attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, was sunk by the American submarine USS Growler (SS-215) about 7 miles east
of Kiska in the Aleutian Islands. When the torpedo struck the Arare amidships, it blew up. Commander Ogata
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Tomoe would survive, but 104 died.
WORLD WAR II
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July 15, Wednesday, 1942: Chôros no.9 for orchestra and the orchestration of Rudepoema by Heitor VillaLobos were performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro, conducted by the composer.
Submarine Base, Midway Island, was established. Naval Air Transport Service Squadron (VR-3) was
established at Kansas City, Kansas, for operations in the United States.
Japanese submarine chasers Nos. 25 and 27 were sunk by the submarine Grunion (SS-216) off Kiska in the
Aleutians.
German troops captured Millerovo on the Voronezh-Rostov railway.
The first 2,000 Dutch Jews were deported to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
German submarine U-576 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-9), and United States merchant vessel
Unicoi, off the coast of North Carolina, 34 degrees 51 minutes North, 75 degrees 22 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Tuesday, 1942: The Japanese landed and occupied Buna, New Guinea.
Jews in nearby Nieswiez (Nesvizh, Belarus) followed the example of their Kletsk comrades and set their ghetto
on fire, with similar results.
ANTISEMITISM
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt stated in a letter that “the American people not only sympathize with all
victims of Nazi crimes but would hold the perpetrators of these crimes to strict accountability in a day of
reckoning which would surely come.”
In a federal court in Hartford, Connecticut, Gerhard Wilhelm Kunze, leader of the German-American Bund,
pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit espionage.
WORLD WAR II
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AUGUST 1942
August 1942: According to THE PAST AS PROLOGUE by Renato Redentor Constantino, “In May 1942, a
cholera epidemic created by Unit 731 in Yunnan province kill[ed] over 200,000 people. Three months later,
another 200,000 die[d] in Shandong province as a result of Unit 731’s germ warfare. In the Zhekiang province
city of Quzhou alone, over 50,000 perish[ed] from bubonic plague and cholera.”
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

JAPANESE
CHINESE
August 1942: About 1,500 American, British, and Australian POWs of the Japanese, from the Cabanatuan
camp in the Philippines, boarded the Totori Maru for Pusan in Korea. From Pusan they would board a train to
Mukden, Manchuria. Why was the Japanese military going to all that expense, of moving these prisoners
around in this manner? –One can but wonder.
WORLD WAR II
August 7, Friday, 1942: In the first offensive against the Japanese, American troops landed on the islands of
Guadalcanal, Tulagi, Gavutu, Florida, and Tananbogo in the Solomon Islands, capturing on Guadalcanal an
incomplete Japanese airfield.
Feeling that the British presence in India was a provocation to the Japanese, the All-India Congress Committee
demanded that the British withdraw and threatened a campaign of civil disobedience. The Viceroy
immediately had them interned at Poona.
General Bernard Montgomery took command of the British Eighth Army in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II
To keep the conflict with the Japanese going in the Pacific for propaganda reasons (so that, when the US would
finally be ready to go on the attack after its prime business in Europe was completed, our attack would be
portrayable as defensive and righteous rather than as what it would in fact be, a fresh spate of aggression), the
1st Marine Division landed on Florida, Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo, and Guadalcanal in the southern Solomon
Islands. For the following two days, the Battle of Savo Island would be being fought. The Allied Forces would
lose four heavy cruisers, and one Japanese heavy cruiser would be sunk by a submarine on its return voyage
to Rabaul.
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Under cover of naval surface and air forces (Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher), the 1st Marine Division (Major
General A.A. Vandegrift) was put ashore by Amphibious Force, South Pacific (Rear Admiral R.K. Turner).
The landings were supported by carrier and shore-based aircraft (Rear Admiral L. Noyes and Rear Admiral
J.S. McCain). The overall commander was Vice Admiral R.L. Ghormley, Commander South Pacific, and the
officer in tactical command was Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher. (This conflict on the island of Guadalcanal, one
end of the island versus the other end of the island, fighting in the jungle in between, would be kept going
interminably by careful application of always only sufficient reinforcements and supplies to keep the flame
alive but never enough reinforcements and never enough supplies to actually eradicate the Japanese holding
the other end of the island, and by carefully allowing the Japanese navy enough access to be able to reinforce
their dwindling presence. The military objective would never be to complete the conquest of the island, but
merely to perpetuate the conflict there endlessly while providing an unrelenting media stream of American-
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machismo publicity posturing — the Marines are excellent providers of that sort of thing.)

Naval cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral W.W. Smith) bombarded Kiska, Aleutian Islands.
United States Destroyer Mugford (DD-389) was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the vicinity of the
Solomon Islands, 9 degrees 0 minutes South, 160 degrees 0 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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August 8, Saturday, 1942: Les animaux modèles, a ballet by Francis Poulenc to a scenario by de LaFontaine,
was publicly staged for the initial time, at the Paris Opéra.
Two works by Roy Harris were performed for the initial time, at Colorado College, Colorado Springs:
Namesake (A Theatre Dance) for violin and piano, and What So Proudly We Hail, a ballet for chorus, strings
and piano.
The 1st Marine Division won control of Tulagi, Gavutu, and Tanambogo in the Solomon Islands.
An unfinished enemy air strip on Guadalcanal was captured and renamed Henderson Field.
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Four German saboteurs were executed in Washington (their plans had not been realized and nothing had been
blown up). A German submarine laid mines off mouth of St. Johns River, east of Jacksonville, Florida.
United States Transport George F. Elliott (AP-13) was damaged by Japanese suicide bombers in the vicinity
of the Solomon Islands, and was sunk by United States forces at 9 degrees 10 minutes South, 160 degrees 10
minutes East. United States Destroyer Jarvis (DD-393) was damaged by a Japanese aircraft torpedo in the
vicinity of the Solomon Islands, 9 degrees 10 minutes South, 160 degrees 1 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
A resident of Switzerland, Gerhart Moritz Reigner, had learned thirdhand on July 29th from the managing
director of a German mining company, Eduard Schulte, a man who had access to information from inside the
3rd Reich, that the Nazis had recently created something that was being termed the “Wannsee Protocol,”
according to which they were planning to use a pesticide made from prussic acid to exterminate 3,500,000 to
4,000,000 Jews (Zyklon is in fact a pesticide derived from prussic acid: Zyklon-B is used by building
custodians to kill rats and cockroaches and has a nasty warning odor added to it because the cyanide gas is
itself odorless or smells only faintly of almonds, while for production of lots to be used for human
extermination the pesticide factory would withhold the telltale odor additive).200

Reigner had gained the confidence of the American consul in Geneva, Howard Elting, and after a week or two
of personal indecision he went to the consul and persuaded him to slip a message through this diplomat to the
US Embassy in Bern.

“Received alarming report that in Fuehrer’s
headquarters plan discussed and under consideration,
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according to which all Jews in countries occupied or
controlled by Germany, numbering 3 1/2 to 4 million,
should, after deportation and concentration in the
East, be exterminated at one blow to resolve once
and for all the Jewish question in Europe.”
Luckily, Reigner also submitted this message, at the same time, to the British Consulate in Geneva.
The message submitted to the Americans went to the US Ambassador in Bern, who despite his doubts did
submit the message to the Department of State in Washington DC. The District of Columbia, however,
considered the information to be “unsubstantiated,” and refused to forward it inside the USA.

“Never did I feel so strongly the sense of
abandonment, powerlessness and loneliness as when I
sent messages of disaster and horror to the free world
and no one believed me.”

200. It is an interesting footnote to history that Fritz Haber, the German chemist who during the 1920s had developed this Zyklon
gas, had in 1934 been forced out of Germany because, despite his early conversion to Christianity, and despite his wholehearted
service to their cause, the Nazis considered him to be still “racially” a Jew.
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The British did pass the message, however, to its intended recipient, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, leader of the
American Jewish Congress.
When Rabbi Wise would go to the US Department of State with this alarming message from Switzerland,
received through British diplomatic channels, he was told to keep his mouth shut as the info had not yet been
officially confirmed and the State Department had made inquiries with the Vatican and the Red Cross but
neither organization had a clue of this.

The message submitted by Gerhart Moritz Reigner is now at the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington
DC.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
August 9, Sunday, 1942: Several leaders of the All-India Congress Party were arrested in cities throughout
India, including Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Gandhi
was at this point being interned by the British in the Aga Khan’s palace at Poona. Rioting began in major cities
causing hundreds of injuries and arrests.
German forces captured Maikop and Krasnodar in the foothills of the Caucasus, and the nearby oil fields —
but the Soviets blew up these oil wells as they withdrew.
Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed in the besieged city for which it was
named. The score had been delivered to the front by a transport plane that was bringing medical supplies. The
number of musicians living in the city being too small to perform the work, musicians serving on the Leningrad
front were released from their military duties for the duration of the performance, and retired musicians were
pressed into service. The musicians were allowed extra rations to buoy their strength. The hall was filled to
capacity and the concert was broadcast on speakers throughout the city. Just before the performance, Soviet
commanders bombarded the German lines to ensure their silence — and speakers had been set up so as to

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
ensure that the enemy troops would be able to hear the music.
Over the resistance of lightly armed Jews, the Mir ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
The 1st Battle of Savo Island commenced in the darkness as a Japanese force of 7 cruisers and 1 destroyer
approached undetected, west of Savo Island in the Solomon Islands, 9 degrees 42 minutes South, 158 degrees
59 minutes East. In an one-hour engagement they sank 4 Allied cruisers and damaged another cruiser and 2
destroyers by torpedo and gunfire, and then retired. The American warships were protecting and escorting US
troop transports en route to Guadalcanal. The Allied ships were temporarily withdrawn from the waters around
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Guadalcanal, leaving the Marines onshore very much on their own.201

USMC
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

Heavy cruisers Astoria (CA-34) (216 died), Quincy (CA-39) (529 died), and Vincennes (CA-44)
(332 died), by naval gunfire (4th cruiser sunk was the Australian HMAS Canberra under Captain
Frank Getting, on which 85 died; many of Canberra’s survivors were rescued by the American
destroyers USS Patterson and USS Blue, but then the Blue would be itself sunk with all hands on
August 23d)202
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•

While escorting troop transports during the Guadalcanal landings, the American destroyer USS
Jarvis (DD-393) was hit by an aerial torpedo and a hole 50 feet long opened to its boiler room.
(After emergency repairs at Lunga Point it would set out for Brisbane, Australia. Limping along at
8 knots, it would be a sitting duck for a swarm of Japanese dive bombers of the 25th Air Flotilla
from Rabaul, which would come upon it near Cape Esperance. A hit from one of their torpedoes
would split the ship in two and within minutes it would take to the bottom its captain, Lieutenant
Commander Graham, and its entire crew of 247.)

In addition the heavy cruiser Chicago (CA-29) was damaged by a torpedo from a Japanese destroyer
•

destroyers Ralph Talbot (DD-390) and Patterson (DD-392), by naval gunfire

201. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

202. A half-century later, a deep-sea diving team led by Robert R. Ballard and including one of the Canberra’s survivors, Ordinary
Seaman Albert Warne, would place a plaque on the battered but upright hull “In Memory Of Our Fallen Comrades.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
Total Allied losses were 1,077 dead and 709 wounded. A number of floaters, covered with blood and oil,
struggling in the water, were taken by sharks. Total Japanese losses were 58 dead and 70 wounded.
WORLD WAR II
August 10, Monday, 1942: The Japanese heavy cruiser Kako was sunk by US submarine S-44 near Kavieng,
New Ireland.
More riots occurred in major Indian cities following the arrest of Congress Party leaders. 18 people were
reported killed, hundreds injured. British troops were called out.
960 of 1,000 deportees from Theresienstadt were gassed at Maly Trostenets, near Minsk.
The second of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “London to Dover,” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New York.
WORLD WAR II

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

August 11, Tuesday, 1942: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
Actress Hedy Lamarr of Hollywood, California (previously known as Hedwig Maria Eva Kieler of Vienna,
Austria) and George Antheil, an experimental musician of Hollywood, had developed a technique called Serial
Communication which could be used to steer torpedoes toward vessels being attacked and win the war. They
obtained US Patent 2,292,387 for their invention. The invention would not be used to defeat Adolf Hitler and
Benito Mussolini and Tojo Hideki and win World War II, probably because in attempting to explain the nature
of the serial communication solution to signal transmission problems to US weaponry evaluators they made
the tactical error of analogizing their device to the mechanism operating a player piano. Presumably this
analogy between the arts of music and the arts of war disgusted the military, which they referred to as
“reverend and brass-headed gentlemen,” and turned their minds against the invention, which we now know
would have worked quite well. Antheil explained that “In our patent Hedy and I attempted to better elucidate
our mechanism by explaining that certain parts of it worked like the fundamental mechanism of a player piano.
Here, undoubtedly, we made our mistake.”203 In addition, when actress Hedy volunteered to make her
technical skills and understanding of electronics available in Washington DC during the war by work on the
National Inventors Council, she was rebuffed. A woman sexually attractive enough to star in a movie entitled
“Ecstasy” couldn’t possibly also be an electronics whiz! “People assume perhaps she wasn’t intelligent
because she was so beautiful. But she really had a mind ... she held her own with anybody.” How can we be
sure that this invention of serial communication would have worked quite well? Because it is now an integral
and essential part of our electronic spread-spectrum scheme known as “frequency hopping,” for expanding the
Internet into those rural or undeveloped areas of the world which have been lacking in an adequate wiring
infrastructure (such as, for one example, Latvia). The CMDA Code Division Multiple Access technology uses
this spread-spectrum scheme. Cell phones also use this scheme. Now that the patent has expired and military
secrecy has been overcome, Hedy’s and George’s unused wartime invention has been being used not only to
increase the security of signal transmission, but also to decrease interference between multiple simultaneous
signal transmissions.
203. I made a similar mistake when I presented this database project to the National Endowment of the Humanities. When I told
them proudly that the database would even include sound recordings of the bird calls being described by Henry Thoreau in his
journal, their evaluators expressed shock and disgust and disdain, and questioned the seriousness of our entire effort. All funding
was refused. They gave an equivalent amount of money instead to a group of scuba divers that wanted to go down to the South
Pacific and swim around in the surf looking for Amelia Earhart’s plane crash. For an amount of money that would have published
this database on CD-ROM, these scuba divers proceeded to discover on an isolated island in the South Pacific what may or may not
be the heel of one of Earhart’s shoe, and what may or may not be the top of one of her medicine bottles.
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However, none of this was planned by Hedy, who supposed that she had merely invented a device by which
greater numbers of people could more efficiently be slaughtered on the high seas. Also, this was not the only
available design for guiding a torpedo toward its target, as there was also a 2-wire device by which the
torpedoing ship could guide its torpedo directly toward the ship to be sunk — and this 2-wire device because
it involved no electronic signals could in no way be jammed by the enemy.
Mobs continued to riot in major Indian cities. Government buildings were attacked in New Delhi. Hundreds
were injured and arrested.
German troops took Kalach, southeast of Voronezh.
The Germans began the deportation of French civilians for slave labor.
The HMS Eagle, a British 22,600-ton aircraft carrier (Captain L.D. Mackintosh) was torpedoed in the
Mediterranean, north of Algiers, while escorting a convoy (Operation Pedestal) to the island of Malta, by
Kapitän-Leutnant Helmut Rosenbaum’s U73. 4 torpedoes hit the ship on its port side slewing it to starboard
and shedding the parked Sea Hurricanes on deck into the sea. Listing to port it rolled slowly over and sank in
just a bit longer than 7 minutes. Of its crew of 1,087, 2 officers and 158 ratings died. Many of the 927 floaters
were severely injured by concussion when the boilers exploded before they could be picked out of the sea by
the destroyers HMS Lookout and HMS Laforey and the tug Jaunty. (On December 16, 1942, when U73 would
be sunk off Oran by US destroyers Woolsey and Trippe, 16 of its German crew would die and 34 survive.)204

204. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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August 15, Saturday, 1942: The Friends monthly meeting in Manhattan was considering the possibility that it
might begin to provide hospitality and services to American service men in “USO” style.
WORLD WAR II
Friend Bayard Rustin therefore wrote to his monthly meeting to advise them that:
The primary social function of a religious society is to “speak
the truth to power.” The truth is that war is wrong. It is then
our duty to make war impossible first in us and then in society.
To cooperate with the government in building morale seems
inconsistent with all we profess to believe.... The greatest
service that we can render the men in the armed forces is to
maintain our peace testimony.

(This phrase that Friend Bayard put within quotation marks in his letter as an attribution from some unspecified
source, “speak the truth to power,” actually is from Islamic sources, being a condensation of one of the hadith
or “sayings” of Mohammed, and would come back to us a dozen years later, in 1954, in declarative form, in the
title of a famous Quaker peace pamphlet, SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER: A QUAKER SEARCH FOR AN ALTERNATIVE
TO VIOLENCE.)
“SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER”

Patrol Wing 11 was commissioned at San Juan, Puerto Rico for operations in Caribbean Sea Frontier. Naval
Air Station, Whidbey Island, Washington was established. United State Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Jamaica,
British West Indies, was established. Marine Aircraft Wings, Pacific, was established at San Diego, California.
The Gloucester Castle, an 8,006-ton liner of the Union Castle Line, was sunk by the German commerce raider
Michel some 600 miles northeast of St. Helena. This ship had left Liverpool on its way to Table Bay on June
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21st.

92 passengers and crewmen died. The 61 survivors retrieved from two lifeboats were transferred to the
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Michel’s supply ship based in Osaka and would became POWs in Japan and be obliged to work in a steel
factory and a cement factory. Two of the survivors would die in captivity.
The SS Baependy, a Brazilian passenger and cargo ship (4,801 tons) serving as a troop transport, was sunk by
Korvette-Kapitän Harro Schacht’s U507 off the mouth of the Real River between Rio de Janeiro and Manaus.
There were over 700 troops on board of which 270 died. On the following day this U-boat would likewise sink
the Annibal Benevolo, another Brazilian passenger ship, with 150 deaths, and the Araraquara, with 131 deaths.
(The sinking of these passenger ships would cause Brazil to declare war on Germany on August 22nd. U507’s
entire crew of 54 would die in the South Atlantic on January 13, 1943 when their U-boat would come under
attack with depth charges dropped from a US Catalina flying boat.)
WORLD WAR II
August 18, Tuesday, 1942: A British judge ruled that Benjamin Britten not be required to do non-combatant
war work, overturning the ruling of May 28th.
A Japanese invasion force landed on Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II
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August 21, day, 1942: On Guadalcanal, in the Battle of the Tenaru River, the 1st Japanese attempt to reduce
US Marine perimeters was driven back into the jungle. In this battle more than 800 were killed.

WORLD WAR II
August 24/25, 1942: Naval Battle of Eastern Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE
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August 31, Monday, 1942: The fifth of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “The Yanks were
Here,” with music by Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network,
originating in New York City.
The US government announced that meat rationing would go into effect in about four months.
Japanese forces landed on Guadalcanal in a 2d attempt to retake the island from the US Marines.
The Japanese begin to evacuated Milne Bay, Papua.
United States Carrier Saratoga (CV-3) was damaged by a submarine torpedo 260 miles southeast of
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, at 10 degrees 34 minutes South, 164 degrees 18 minutes East.
Japanese submarine RO-61 was sunk by US destroyer Reid (DD-369) and naval land-based aircraft (vp-43) in
the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands, 52 degrees 36 minutes North, 173 degrees 57 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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Late August-early September 1942: Japanese commanders inaugurated a system the US Marines dubbed the
“Tokyo Express,” utilizing their light naval forces to continually supply and reinforce their garrison on
Guadalcanal.

WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
September 1, Tuesday, 1942: Ernst Krenek arrived in St. Paul, Minnesota to take up duties as Professor of
Music, Chairman of the Music Department, and Dean of the School of Fine Arts at Hamline University.
Axis forces fought their way into the suburbs of Stalingrad.
German and Romanian troops crossed from Kerch, Crimea over to the Taman Peninsula.
Naval Construction Battalion personnel (Seabees), the first to serve in an action area, arrived at Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
Air Force, Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral A.W. Fitch) was established.
The Japanese Prime Minister, Tojo Hideki, also took on the role of Foreign Minister as Togo Shigenori
resigned.
WORLD WAR II
September 3, Thursday, 1942: Japanese forces occupied Santa Isabel Island in the Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
September 5, Saturday, 1942: String Quartet no.2 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in
Moscow.
The initial Soviet counteroffensive on the Volga River was repulsed.
United States naval vessels sunk by the Japanese:
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High speed transports Gregory (APD-3) and Little (APD-4), by surface ship gunfire, Solomon
Islands area, 9 degrees 20 minutes South, 160 degrees 1 minute East

WORLD WAR II
September 9, Wednesday, 1942: Japanese troops landed at Tassafaronga on the island of Guadalcanal.
German forces reached the railway line just north of Stalingrad (Volgograd).
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Serniki, Poland (1,000 were removed while 270 escaped).
The light seaplane of Nobuo Fujita was catapulted from the Japanese submarine I-25 near the coast of southern
Oregon. His mission was to create a forest fire. The forest was not as dry as usual, but the incendiary device
did manage to set a decaying stub to smouldering (a 2d such attempt, at the end of the month, would yield
similar results).
WORLD WAR II
September 11, Friday, 1942: A Japanese naval vessel was sunk, the destroyer Yayoi.
WORLD WAR II
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September 13, Sunday, 1942: German forces drove towards the center of Stalingrad, reaching Minina in the
south (this Battle of Stalingrad would drag on and on until January 31, 1943).
WORLD WAR II
In the night Battle of Edson’s Ridge, the US Marines (1st Marine Raider Battalion and a Parachute Battalion)
repulsed a 2d major Japanese ground attack on Henderson Field on Guadalcanal, leaving 640 bodies littering
the field. The killing area would come to be known as “Bloody Angle.” Colonel Merritt Austin Edson would
be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.

The Royal Navy destroyer HMS Sikh was about a mile offshore, taking part in a night raid on the Libyan port
of Tobruk, when it was illuminated by searchlights and hit repeatedly by shore batteries. It became disabled
and had to be taken in tow by its sister ship, the HMS Zulu. When its tow cable was parted by a shell, it drifted
back into the line of fire. Then 7 German dive-bombers attacked and the crew abandoned ship. 275 died.
Those who made it to shore were of course taken prisoner.205

205. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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September 14, Monday, 1942: Japanese forces on Guadalcanal repeated their attack of the previous night on
Henderson Field, and a bunch more of them got killed.
Japanese forces drove Australians back to Imita Ridge, near Port Moresby, Papua, but their advance was halted
by a counterattack.
Soviet planes bombed Budapest and the Ploesti airfields.
Allied aircraft from Egypt bombed Sofia, Bulgaria.
WORLD WAR II
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September 15, Tuesday, 1942: German forces reached the Volga and began a direct frontal assault on
Stalingrad.
American reinforcements joined the Australians in Port Moresby.
Japanese battleships bombarded Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
The 1st US Army Air Forces Aviation Psychology Program detachments to work at flying schools, at air bases
at Las Vegas in Nevada under Major Clarence W. Brown, Harlingen in Texas under Major Glen Finch, and
Tyndall Field in Florida under Lieutenant Colonel R.N. Hobbs were responsible for selection of low-altitude
bombardiers and selection and training of flexible gunners.206
The USS Wasp, a American aircraft carrier, had as part of the British Mediterranean Fleet been assisting in
escorting convoys to Malta. It was then transferred to Far Eastern waters where she took part in operations off
Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. While south of the islands on this day, it was attacked by a Japanese
submarine which scored three hits. A heavy list to starboard developed after which it caught fire and sank.
Most of her complement of around 2,000 were rescued but 193 died.
WORLD WAR II

206. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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Carrier task force (Rear Admiral L. Noyes) covering transport of reinforcements from Espiritu Santo,
New Hebrides, to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, was attacked by 2 Japanese submarines, and a submarine
torpedo so damaged the Aircraft Carrier Wasp (CV-7) near Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides, 12 degrees 25
minutes South, 164 degrees 8 minutes East, that it would need to be sunk by United States forces. In addition,
submarines torpedoes damaged Battleship North Carolina (BB-55) and Destroyer O’Brien (DD-415).
WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Wednesday, 1942: Australian and American troops halted the Japanese advance toward Port
Moresby at Ioribaiwa.
Brazil ordered complete mobilization.
Vice Admiral J.H. Ingram minutes South command, formerly Task Force 23, was designated South Atlantic
Force, Atlantic Fleet. Patrol Wing 12 was commissioned at Key West, Florida for operations in Gulf Sea
Frontier. Japanese forces evacuated Attu in the Aleutian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
September 18, Friday, 1942: Soviet troops took up positions in Stalingrad’s grain elevator and proceeded to
repulse ten German attacks on this day.
British troops landed at Tamatave, Madagascar.
A German U-boat laid mines off Charleston, South Carolina.
The 7th Marine Regiment landed at Lunga Point on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. Subsequently,
perhaps in preparation for a larger confrontation, the Japanese would begin a stepup of their “Tokyo Express”
reinforcement schedule. As the month continued, both forces would escalate.
WORLD WAR II
September 22, Tuesday, 1942: German forces reached the center of Stalingrad.
Wilhelm Kube, who was responsible for the deaths of at least 10,000 Jews and Russians, was killed by a bomb
in Minsk. The device had been placed under his bed by a Byelorussian maid, Elena Mazanivk, who was a
partisan. She would escape.
ANTISEMITISM

September 23, Wednesday, 1942: Private Samuel Barber was assigned to the Second Service Command of
Special Services. He would spend part of each day in basic training in Battery Park and the remainder of the
day doing work in an office on Broadway.
Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo op.22, a cycle for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten, was performed for the
initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London, by Peter Pears and the composer.
A Soviet counterattack in the Orlovka district, northwest of Stalingrad, made some gains. In hand-to-hand
fighting the Germans were slowly pushed back around the oil storage depot.
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A German offensive in the Caucasus was stopped on its first day.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Tuczyn, Poland (4,000 residents were removed while 2,000 set the ghetto
on fire and escaped).
Over the following week, 6,000 Jews would be being conveyed from Theresienstadt to Maly Trostenets (none
would survive).
ANTISEMITISM
British and Imperial African forces captured Tananarive (Antananarivo), capital of Madagascar, as the Vichy
governor fled south.
WORLD WAR II

September 24, Thursday, 1942: Japanese landed on Maiana, Gilbert Islands.
Soviet partisans burned down the town of Ryabchichi, a German supply station on the Smolensk-Bryansk
highway.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Korzec, Poland (5,000 residents were removed while several dozen
managed to escape).
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
September 25, Friday, 1942: In Stalingrad, German panzers reached the western edge of the Krasny Oktyabr
factory and the southwest corner of the Barrikady factory on the Volga River.
An administration loyal to Free France took over in Réunion.
Japanese landed on Beru, Gilbert Islands.
WORLD WAR II
September 27, Sunday, 1942: Japanese troops landed on Kuria, Gilbert Islands.
Australian troops begin to push back the Japanese on New Guinea.
German soldiers raised a swastika above what had been the headquarters of the Stalingrad Communist Party.
Soviet troops crossed the Volga River near Rzhev west of Moscow, and captured 25 villages.
German raider Schiff #23 (Stier) sank after being damaged by United States merchant vessel Stephen Hopkins
in the South Atlantic.
WORLD WAR II
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September 28, Monday, 1942: Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar by John Ireland was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in London.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Anyhow, I’ve learned one thing now. You only really get to know people when
you’ve had a jolly good row with them. Then and only then can you judge their true characters!”

New York City’s Americans hockey team was disbanded.
Japanese submarine RO-65 was sunk by Army aircraft off Kiska in the Aleutian Islands.
Vladimir Ussachevsky was inducted into the United States Army.
WORLD WAR II
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October 5, Monday, 1942: Carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral G.D. Murrary) bombed the Buin-Tonolei area
and Faisi, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Completion of the liquidation of the Czestachowa ghetto (2,000 Jews had been killed in a two-week process,
and 39,000 had been sent to Treblinka). A German who directly observed a Schutzstaffel mass murder on this
date would eventually report on it.
ANTISEMITISM

October 6, Tuesday, 1942: Chester F. Carlson received a US patent for electrophotography (in 1947 he would
assign commercial rights to the Haloid Company, which would become Xerox®).
German troops captured Malgobek, south of Mozdok in the Caucasus.
WORLD WAR II

October 7, Wednesday, 1942: Fierce fighting continued near the tractor factory, at Stalingrad.
WORLD WAR II

October 8, Thursday, 1942: The Germans ordered that all Belgian men 18-50 and women 21-25 register for
war work.
WORLD WAR II
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October 9, Friday, 1942: The first of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene
Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Airmen by Bernard Wagenaar, was
performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Nice people, the Germans! To think that I was once one of them too! No, Hitler took
away our nationality long ago. In fact, Germans and Jews are the greatest enemies in the world.”

American forces on Guadalcanal attacked from Henderson Field along the Mataniko River, killing 765
Japanese soldiers.
WORLD WAR II
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

October 10, Saturday, 1942: Japanese reinforcements arrived on Guadalcanal to begin a 3d attempt to retake
the island from the United States Marine Corps.
Political commissars were abolished in the Red Army. Full control was granted to military authorities.
WORLD WAR II
October 11, Sunday, 1942: The 3d suite from Descobrimento do Brasil, a film with music by Heitor VillaLobos was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro, the composer conducting.
The film was commissioned by the Brazilian Cacao Institute of Bahia.
For the 1st time in 2 months, there was no fighting in Stalingrad.
Soviet partisans blew up the Bryansk-Lgov railroad in 178 places.
That night the Battle of Cape Esperance commenced, and would continue into the following day. Surface
forces (Rear Admiral N. Scott) attacked enemy cruisers and destroyers headed for Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands on the “Tokyo Express” to reinforce the Japanese forces assaulting the US Marine beachhead there.
2 United States cruisers and two destroyers were damaged. A Japanese destroyer was sunk and 2 cruisers and
a destroyer were damaged.
United States naval vessels damaged: Heavy cruiser Salt Lake City (CA-25), light cruiser Boise (CL-47), and
destroyers Duncan (DD-485), and Farenholt (DD-491), by naval gunfire, Battle of Cape Esperance.
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Fubuki, by surface craft, off Savo Island.
WORLD WAR II

October 11/12, 1942: In the Battle of Cape Esperance, American cruiser/destroyer forces under Admiral
Spruance prevented the bombardment of the USMC’s Henderson Field on Guadalcanal by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
October 12, Monday, 1942: Incidental music to MacNeice’s radio play Christopher Columbus by William
Walton for alto, tenor, bass, two speakers, female speaking chorus, male speaking chorus, guitar and orchestra,
was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford. This was in
celebration of the 450th anniversary of the landing of Columbus in the New World — a landing considered of
great moment to all white people everywhere.

In a naval action off Savo Island in the Solomons, several Japanese ships and one American ship were sunk:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Duncan (DD-485), by naval gunfire, off Savo Island
Cruiser Furutaka, by surface craft, off Savo Island
Destroyer Natsugumo, by Naval and Marine aircraft, off Savo Island
Destroyer Murakumo, by Naval and Marine aircraft, off Savo Island
WORLD WAR II
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October 14, Wednesday, 1942:Incidental music to the radio play The Man Behind the Gun by David Diamond
was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the CBS radio network.
A couple of Japanese battleships bombarded the shit out of US Marine Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. Only
42 of the American planes remained intact and 41 people were killed. Motor torpedo boats attempted to engage
the Japanese destroyers that were screening these battleships as they conducted the operation, but were
ineffective.
Axis forces renewed their offensive at Stalingrad, sending 5 divisions and 300 panzers toward the tractor and
Barrikady factories. In hand-to-hand fighting in every building in the vicinity, the Germans were unable to
dislodge the Soviets.
Germans began the deportation of 22,000 Jews from Piotkrow, Poland to Treblinka.
ANTISEMITISM
The Komet, a German commerce raider (3,287 tons), was being escorted into the North Atlantic by four motor
torpedo boats and some minesweepers. The British Admiralty, knowing that an attempt would be made to send
the Komet to sea, had positioned a strong force in the English Channel to intercept it. In a brief encounter the
Komet was set on fire and soon blew up. All 351 aboard died. The British also sank a couple of the torpedo
boats and one of the minesweepers.
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The SS Caribou was a 2,222-ton passenger ferry of the Newfoundland Railways, built in Rotterdam and
launched on June 9, 1925 for service in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. While sailing between St. John’s and Port
aux Basques, the ferry was blown apart at 3:20AM by a torpedo from Kapitän-Leutnant Urlich Gräf’s German
U-69. The Caribou was carrying 237 passengers and crew of whom 118 were military personnel. Also aboard
were 50 cows.
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This torpedo took the lives of 136, including 16 women and 14 children.

104 floaters were rescued by the Canadian destroyer HMCS Grandmere but 2 died before they could be gotten
to a hospital. Of the ferry’s crew of 46, 31 died. (When U-69 would be sunk east of Newfoundland on February
17, 1943 by depth charges from the British destroyer HMS Fame, all 46 aboard would die.)
WORLD WAR II
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October 15, Thursday, 1942: Incidental music to Native Country by Dmitri Shostakovich to words of Alymov,
was performed for the initial time, in the Dzerzhinsky Central Club, Moscow.
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” a play by Thornton Wilder, was performed for the initial time, in New Haven.
While the destroyer USS Meredith (DD-434) was escorting a convoy of a couple of cargo vessels, the
minesweeper USS Vireo, the destroyer USS Nicholas, and the gunboat USS Jamestown, each ship towing
barges loaded with ammunition, bombs, and aviation fuel, the convoy was spotted near San Cristobal Island
in the Solomons by a scout plane from the Japanese carrier Shokaku. Between Espiritu Santa and Guadalcanal
the convoy was attacked by a group of Japanese dive bombers. One direct hit on the Meredith exploded below
decks and four more bombs hit the ship in quick succession, virtually blowing the ship to pieces. Then an aerial
torpedo struck, setting off the Meredith’s store of depth charges. The ship took 185 down with it when it sank
within 20 minutes. On the minesweeper Vireo, 51 were killed. Some survivors would be plucked from the sea
by the destroyer USS Grayson.
United States Submarine Base, Fremantle-Perth, Australia was established.
Patrol Wing 14 was commissioned at San Diego, California for operations in Western Sea Frontier.
WORLD WAR II
October 17, Saturday, 1942: The Australian advance north from Port Moresby ran into intense Japanese
resistance.
More than 10,000 Jews from Buchenwald and 7,000 from Sachsenhausen were deported to Auschwitz.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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October 20-25, 1942: On Guadalcanal, US Marines and Army troops fought off the heavy ground attacks of
a major Japanese counteroffensive.

WORLD WAR II
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October 24, Saturday, 1942: I capricci di Callot, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero to his own words after
Hoffmann, was performed for the initial time, in Teatro Reale dell’Opera, Rome.
Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Burwell “Chesty” Puller won the 3d of his 6 Navy Crosses for valor in combat on
Guadalcanal, when his Marine unit held its position during a Japanese night attack.

Allied forces made slow gains at El ‘Alamein.
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Friday, 1942: The third of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene
Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for the Fighting French by Walter Piston, was
performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
Japanese infantry and armor attacked across the Mataniko River on Guadalcanal, and some 600 were killed.
An Allied (Britain-Australia-New Zealand-South Africa-India-Greece-Free France) army in Egypt began a
general counter-offensive against German and Italian forces west and south of El ‘Alamein.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
October 25, Sunday, 1942: The largest in a series of roundups of Norwegian Jews took place.
ANTISEMITISM
German troops resumed their offensive south of the Terek in the Caucasus.
A massive tank battle continued at El ‘Alamein. Australians struck north, toward the Mediterranean.
The Japanese launched another assault to capture the US Marine Henderson Field on Guadalcanal, losing
another 3,000 soldiers. Their “Tokyo Express” resupply and reinforcement of their troops on the island would
step up again, and during the next couple of weeks the Japanese garrison would be greatly reinforced. (The US
high command would very carefully do nothing to intercept the continuing incursion of Japanese
reinforcements onto this island, as it was our strategic objective that the fighting there be both continuous and
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entirely indecisive.)

The submarine Whale (SS-239) laid mines off Honshu, Japan, at entrance to Inland Sea. Submarine Amberjack
(SS-219), landed Army personnel and supplies at Tulagi, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Tug Seminole (AT-65), by naval gunfire, off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
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•
•

Destroyer Hughes (DD-410), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 8
degrees 38 minutes South, 166 degrees 41 minutes East.
High speed minesweeper Zane (DMS-14), by naval gunfire, Sealark Channel off Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Light cruiser Yura, damaged by Naval, Marine, and Army aircraft, off Santa
Isabel, Solomon Islands, and sunk by own forces.
WORLD WAR II
October 26, Monday, 1942: Arthur Honegger met Werner Egk for the initial time, in Paris. Egk was in town
for a production of his Peer Gynt at the Opéra. He was an admirer of Honegger’s work.
Allied forces secured the heights of Kidney Ridge at El ‘Alamein.
1,866 Jews were deported from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz.
The Quisling government expropriated all property of Norwegian Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Battle of Santa Cruz Islands was joined as carrier task forces (Rear Admiral T.C. Kinkaid and Rear Admiral
G.D. Murray) close a numerically superior Japanese force; heavy damage was inflicted on United States forces
but immediate Japanese movement toward Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, was checked. The battle of
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, ended as Marines repulsed Japanese land and air attacks that
damaging a number of US naval vessels.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by dive bomber
Carrier Hornet (CV-8), by air attack
Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by dive bomber
Light cruiser San Juan (CL-54), by dive bomber
Destroyer Porter (DD-356), by submarine torpedo, and sunk by United States forces
Destroyer Smith (DD-378), by suicide bomber
Destroyer Hughes (DD-410), by collision
WORLD WAR II
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October 27, Tuesday, 1942: Helmuth Günther, a 17-year-old member of Hitler Youth who had been caught
listening to foreign radio broadcasts, was executed.
William Schuman’s application to serve in the US Army Specialist Corps was denied for medical reasons.
Germans gained ground between the Barrikady and Krasnye Oktyabr factories in Stalingrad.
German and Italian forces attempted an armored counterattack in the Battle of El ‘Alamein.
United States Carrier Hornet (CV-8) was sunk by Japanese dive bombers, torpedo bombers, and destroyer
torpedoes, at 8 degrees 38 minutes South, 166 degrees 43 minutes East. United States Battleship South Dakota
(BB-57) and destroyer Mahan (DD-364) were damaged in a collision in the vicinity of the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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October 30, Friday, 1942: Sonata for violin and piano by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in
Coolidge Auditorium, Library of Congress, Washington. He was awarded the Coolidge Medal by the library.
The fourth of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare to the Forces of Our Latin-American Allies by Henry Cowell, was
performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
The SS President Doumer, once a French passenger liner (Bibby Line), had been converted into a Ministry of
War troopship of 11,898 tons. It was part of a UK-bound convoy near Madeira when torpedoed by KapitänLeutnant Horst Höltring’s U604 with 260 deaths.

(When U604 would be scuttled on August 11, 1943 in the South Atlantic, 14 of its crewmen would die.)
A cruiser and destroyer force bombarded Japanese positions at Point Cruz on Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands.
The Japanese landed a 2d invasion force at Attu in the Aleutians.
Australians and Germans battled to the north and east of Tell el Eisa.
British troops captured Fianarantsoa, Madagascar.
WORLD WAR II
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November 1942: When Simone Weil sailed from New York to Liverpool to join the French Resistance in
London, she got put in a British detention camp.

The 1,485 American, British, and Australian POWs still alive after their trip on the Totori Maru arrived by
train at their destination, the city of Mukden about 350 miles from Pingfan in Manchuria. They were suffering
from all sorts of diseases contacted during their period at Camp O’Donnell and Cabanatuan in the Philippines.
There were two camps at Mukden, one at Hsien and the other at Hoten. Hsien would hold higher-ranking
Allied prisoners who might prove useful as hostages in the event of an Allied invasion of the Japanese home
islands. Hoten was a labor camp serving the MKK factory that was producing parts for Japanese aircraft and
tanks. (In this camp, US bombs would create more than 100 friendly-fire fatalities.)
WORLD WAR II

November 3, Tuesday, 1942: Incidental music to Saroyan’s play The Beautiful People by Lou Harrison was
performed for the initial time, in Royce Hall of UCLA.
Australian forces retook Kokoda, Papua.
Japanese troops successfully landed at Koli Point, Guadalcanal, despite an American attack.
Congressional elections in the United States saw a 45-seat loss for the Democratic Party in the federal House
of Representatives and an 8-seat loss in the federal Senate, but they retained majorities in both.
WORLD WAR II
November 4, Wednesday, 1942: Three Romances on Texts by Burns for voice and piano, part of op.62 by
Dmitri Shostakovich were performed for the initial time, in Kuibyshev.
Indian troops sealed the outcome of the Battle of El ‘Alamein by breaking through Axis defenders south of Tel
el Aggagir. German and Italian forces began a long and wholesale retreat back into Libya.
Cruisers and destroyers bombarded Japanese positions near Koli Point, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands as
American troops landed at Aola, Guadalcanal, well outside the Marine Corps perimeter.
WORLD WAR II
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November 5, Thursday, 1942: German submarine U-408 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84) off
Iceland, at 67 degrees 40 minutes North, 18 degrees 32 minutes West.
The Vichy governor of Madagascar surrendered to Allied forces, thus ending resistance on the island.
New Zealanders, in pursuit of fleeing Germans, captured Fûka, Egypt.
Earlier this month the Japanese had marched 600 British POWs from a prison at Changi to the docks at
Singapore and put them aboard a 6,500-ton cargo vessel. On this day they entered Simpson Harbour at Rabaul,
New Britain, to begin the creation of a new airstrip at Kokopo. Three weeks later 516 of the 600 would be sent
on to begin another such airstrip on Ballalae Island in the Solomons. Those left behind would be subjected to
such physical abuse by their guards and would become so gravely ill with dysentery, malaria, and berri-berri
that by April 1945, only 21 of the original 82 would remain. Due to vitamin deficiency some had testicles the
size of pineapples (a condition known as “diphtheria scrotum”). Eventually these 21 seriously ill prisoners
were transferred to Watom Island and put to digging air-raid shelters for the Japanese. On September 6, 1945,
when 89,291 Japanese involved in the war effort in Rabaul and surrounding islands would make their
submission to the Allies and the surrender document would be formally signed on board the British aircraft
carrier HMS Glory anchored off Rabaul, the 18 British POWs who still survived from this group would board
the destroyer HMS Vendetta to be taken to a hospital on Lae, then to Australia, and then home. Meanwhile,
the 516 British POWs who had been sent off to create a new airstrip on Ballalae Island in the Solomons were
unaccounted for. In 1943 the island was captured by the 3rd New Zealand Division and natives said that
hundreds had died under “friendly fire” during an Allied bombing raid, but that when the survivors had
completed work on the airstrip at the end of March 1943, they had been lined up and executed by the Japanese
with bayonet and sword. (In December 1945, an Australian War Graves unit exhumed 436 bodies from a mass
grave on Ballalae Island to re-inter the remains in a war cemetery in Port Moresby. A total of 188 war crimes
trials would be held at Rabaul after the war, after which 78 Japanese would need to hang and 15 need to face
firing squads.)
WORLD WAR II
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November 6, Friday, 1942: The fifth of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by
Eugene Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Friends by Daniel Gregory Mason,
was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
German forces attempted a breakout in the Caucasus but were stopped at Ordzhonikidze.
About 500 miles south of St. Helena, the City of Cairo was torpedoed in error by Kapitän-Leutnant KarlFriedrich Merten’s U68, who had supposed this British passenger liner to be a 8,000-ton cargo vessel. About
a third of its 300 passengers and crew would die. The Germans helped floaters get to the lifeboats. This U-boat
commander provided precise instructions as to how to reach St. Helena before departing the scene with an
apology. One lifeboat, however, would drift for 51 days and 16 of the 18 people on it would have died before
arriving at the coast of Brazil. (Some years later the British survivors would hold a reunion in London and
would invite Merten, who had published his own account of the sinking. At this reunion a survivor would be
heard to remark “We couldn’t have been sunk by a nicer man.” Karl-Friedrich Merten would die of cancer in
May 1993.)
United States Transport Zeilin (AP-9) was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the Solomon Islands,
at 9 degrees 24 minutes South, 160 degrees 2 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 7, Saturday, 1942: The orchestral suite Native Leningrad by Dmitri Shostakovich, an arrangement
of his music for Native Country, was performed for the initial time, in the Dzerzhinsky Central Club, Moscow.
Anne Frank to her diary: “I only look at her as a mother, and she just doesn’t succeed in being that to me; I have
to be my own mother. I’ve drawn myself apart from them all; I am my own skipper and later on I shall see
where I come to land. All this comes about particularly because I have in my mind’s eye an image of what a
perfect mother and wife should be; and in her whom I must call ‘Mother’ I find no trace of that image.”

Aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, damaged a couple of Japanese destroyers off Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
Americans on Guadalcanal began attacking east toward Koli Point.
Allied forces occupied Matrûh, Egypt.
United States Transport Thomas Stone (AP-59) was damaged by a submarine torpedo in the western
Mediterranean, at 37 degrees 32 minutes North, 0 degrees 1 minutes East.
Italian submarine Antonio Sciesa was sunk by US Army aircraft off the coast of Libya, at 32 degrees 5 minutes
North, 23 degrees 59 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Sunday, 1942: Operation Torch began — the Allies invaded German-held northwestern Africa.
Allied Expeditionary Force under the supreme command of Lieutenant General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower, USA, landed at Casablanca, Oran, and Algiers. Allied Naval Force (Admiral Sir Andrew
Cunningham, RN) was composed of three principal parts: Western Naval Task Force (Rear Admiral H.K.
Hewitt, USN) landed troops (Major General George Smith Patton, USA) near Casablanca; Center Naval Task
Force (Commodore T. Troubridge, RN) landed troops (Major General L. R. Fredenhall, USA) at Oran; Eastern
Naval Task Force (Rear Admiral Sir H. M. Burrough, RN) put troops (Major General C.W. Ryder, USA)
ashore at Algiers.
American and British forces captured the Vichy French commander, Admiral Darlan. The United States Navy
destroyed seven French surface ships and three submarines. French Resident-General Noguès surrendered
Morocco to the invading Americans at Casablanca. The Vichy government broke relations with the United
States.
Motor torpedo boats damaged a Japanese destroyer by torpedo attack off Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

•
•

Battleship Massachusetts (BB-59), heavy cruiser Wichita (CA-45), light cruiser Brooklyn (CL-40),
destroyers Ludlow (DD-438) and Murphy DD-603), and high speed minesweeper Palmer (DMS-5),
by gunfire from coastal defense guns, North African landings
High speed minesweeper Stansbury (DMS-8), by mine, off North Africa
Transport Leedstown (AP-73), by aircraft torpedo, off North Africa
WORLD WAR II

November 10, Tuesday, 1942: United States naval vessels and carrier aircraft engaged French naval forces at
Casablanca, Morocco, and American troops entered Casablanca.
Vichy French forces in Oran, Algeria surrendered to United States forces.
Responding to the question of Indian independence, Winston Churchill commented from Mansion House, on
the radio, “I have not become the King’s First Minister in order to preside at the liquidation of the British
Empire.”
United States Naval Station, Puerto Castillo, Honduras was established.
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Erik Scavenius replaced Wilhelm Buhl as prime minister of Denmark.
The Germans established a Jewish ghetto in Lvov.
ANTISEMITISM
As teener shut-ins will, Anne Frank toyed with the current radio trope: “‘This is not the end. It is not even the
beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’”

Oh clueless one, you expect profundity from teener shut-ins?
A German submarine laid mines off New York harbor, east of Ambrose Light.
Japanese Submarine I-72 was sunk by the high speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10) in the Solomon
Islands, at 10 degrees 13 minutes South, 161 degrees 9 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 12, Thursday, 1942: Fearful that Governor-elect Earl Warren would keep his campaign promise to
deny parole to sex offenders, Henry Cowell applies to California Governor Culbert Olson for a pardon.
United States Naval Operating Base, Casablanca, Morocco was established.
The naval battle of Guadalcanal began as Japanese aircraft attacked US troop transport ships unloading troops
in Lunga Roads, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, under the protection of air and surface forces (Rear Admiral
R.K. Turner).
While escorting troop transports and supply ships to the island’s Lunga Point, the USS Monssen was fired on
near Savo Island by Japanese warships. In this engagement the destroyer USS Barton sank and the Monssen
inadvertently ran through the field of floaters, killing many. Suddenly the Monssen was illuminated by
starshells and a devastating hail of high-explosive missiles crashed into the ship demolishing the bridge and
engine room. The ship lay dead in the water and the survivors among its crew abandoned ship. Minutes later,
hearing cries for help, 3 of them paddled their raft back and retrieved 8 wounded men who had been below
decks. Rescue boats from Guadalcanal picked up these survivors just before the Monssen’s magazine exploded
and sent the hulk down. 150 had died.
During the night actions of the naval battle of Guadalcanal the American antiaircraft cruiser USS Juneau was
hit by a torpedo that Japanese submarine I-26 had sent off toward the cruiser San Francisco. Badly damaged,
the ship tried to escape from the battle zone but then was hit again. This time, apparently, the ship’s powder
magazine had been reached, as the vessel went up in a great ball of fire taking the lives of her Captain and 687
crew members. 10 would survive. On board the Juneau had been the five Sullivans, George, Francis, Joseph,
Madison, and Albert, who had enlisted together and had sought service in the same unit. (President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt would issue instructions that if any American family lost more than two sons, the surviving
sons were to be taken out of combat. A new ship would be named The Sullivans and christened by the boys’
mother in April 1943. The Sullivans would be decommissioned in 1965, and is moored at the Naval and
Servicemen’s Park in Buffalo NY.)
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transports Tasker H. Bliss (AP-42), Hugh L. Scott (AP-43), and Edward Rutledge (AP-52), by
submarine torpedoes, off Morocco, North Africa
Gunboat Erie (PG-50), by submarine torpedo, Caribbean area, 12 degrees 3 minutes North,
68 degrees 58 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged, Naval Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•

Heavy cruiser San Francisco (CA-38), by Japanese aircraft
Destroyer Buchanan (DD-484), accidentally by United States naval gunfire
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Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-22, by PT-122, southwest of New Guinea, 8 degrees 32 minutes South,
148 degrees 17 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

November 13, Friday, 1942: Symphony no.1 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in
Boston.
Concerto for two pianos and orchestra no.1 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in
Pittsburgh.
Allied troops entered Tobruk (Tubruq).
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower struck a deal in Algiers with Admiral Darlan whereby Darlan would

retain control over French West and North Africa in return for his cooperation with the Allies.
Brazil broke relations with the Vichy government.
In the naval battle of Guadalcanal, Japanese battleships bombarding Henderson Field were attacked by
American surface action groups. In the second night of the battle, Rear Admiral D.J. Callaghan’s task group
of cruisers and destroyers engaged a Japanese raiding group including two battleships. The U.S. force were
heavily damaged, but the Japanese retired. Carrier force (Rear Admiral T. C. Kinkaid) arrived close to battle
area and launched air search and attacks against the enemy. Afterward, Marine reinforcements would be
landed at Lunga Point.
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When the American destroyer USS Barton was hit by 2 tin fish from the Japanese destroyer Amatsukaza,
its forward magazines detonated and the ship split in two, the bow remaining above water for about 10
minutes. Those who could jumped into the water, but then the ship’s depth charges began to explode beneath
them, and other ships cruised through the field of floaters, and shells fired at the destroyers landed among the
them. We estimate that 80%, about 275, died of one or another of these causes. 42 would survive.

The American light cruiser USS Atlanta was struck by a torpedo from the destroyer Akaksuki and shells from
the battleship Hiei. Then it ran into the “friendly fire” of the USS San Francisco and received 19 8-inch shells.
Receiving shells from both sides, the cruiser was soon entirely ablaze and Admiral Scott was dead. The
commander of the San Francisco, Admiral Callaghan, was killed a few minutes later by a 14-inch shell from
the Hiei. Of the Atlanta’s 735 men, 165 died.
The American destroyer USS Laffey was hit by a salvo of 14-inch shells from the Hiei, and the order to
abandon ship was being given when a torpedo set off the vessel’s depth charges, ripping it apart. The entire
crew went down with the ship (a Presidential Unit Citation would be issued).
United States naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Atlanta (CL-51), by naval gunfire
Light cruiser Juneau (CL-52), by submarine torpedo, as she left the Solomon Islands area to
proceed to Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, after Battle of Guadalcanal
Destroyer Cushing (DD-376), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Monssen (DD-436), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Laffey (DD-459), by gunfire and torpedo from surface craft

United States naval vessels damaged Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), by torpedo from surface craft
Light cruiser Helena (CL-50), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Sterett (DD-407), by naval gunfire
Destroyer O’Bannon (DD-450), accidentally by United State naval gunfire
Destroyer Aaron Ward (DD-483), by naval gunfire

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•
•

Battleship Hiei, by naval gunfire, carrier-based aircraft, and Marine land-based aircraft
Destroyer Akatsuki, by naval gunfire
Destroyer Yudachi, by naval gunfire
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
November 14, Saturday, 1942: Béla Bartók’s Concerto for two pianos, percussion and orchestra, an
arrangement of his Sonata for two pianos and percussion, was performed for the initial time, in London.
Japanese forces occupied New Georgia in the Solomons.
An assault on a perceived informant at the Poston detention camp for Japanese-Americans, and the subsequent
arrest of two popular inmates for this offense, mushroomed into a massive strike. A similar uprising would
take place one month later at our Manzanar detention camp.
Japanese cruisers and destroyers engaged in night bombardment of Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, area attacked by motor torpedo boats. In the morning this enemy force, while retiring, was struck by
Marine and Naval aircraft from Henderson Field, and aircraft from carrier Enterprise (CV-6). The same
aircraft sink seven Japanese transports during the afternoon. Beginning shortly before midnight and continuing
on 15 November, battleship force (Rear Admiral W.W. Lee) composed of 2 battleships and 3 destroyers
engages and turns back large Japanese Naval Group.
Part of Task Force 64 racing to intercept a Japanese naval unit under the command of Vice Admiral Kondo as
it sailed into Savo Island Sound. The naval unit consisted of the battleship Kirishima, the heavy cruisers Atago
and Takao, light cruisers Sendai and Nagara, and nine destroyers. When radar contact was made with the
cruiser Nagara our destroyers opened fire and scored several hits. The USS Preston received a number of 6inch shells that reduced it to a blazing hulk. Minutes later it listed heavily to port, rolled over, and went down
stern first. Amid the tangle of floating wreckage would be found the bodies of its captain, Commander Max
Stormes, and 116 of the crew. The survivors of this were rescued by the destroyer USS Meade.
Allied troops reach Gazala, Libya.
The SS Scillin, an Italian cargo/passenger ship, was torpedoed by Lieutenant John Bromage’s submarine HMS
Sahib while enroute from Tripoli to Sicily, 10 miles north of Cape Milazzo in the Tyrrhenian Sea, carrying
about 815 Commonwealth POWs. The Sahib managed to pull 27 of our POW out of the water (26 British and
one South African) but only when they heard the survivors speaking English did they begin to realize that they
had sunk a ship carrying British prisoners of war, and had killed 787 of their own. Also saved were 35 members
of the Italian crew. Immediately after the sinking, the Sahib was bombed by escort German Ju-88s and depth
charged by the Italian corvette Gabbiano. Badly damaged, the sub would be scuttled by its crew. At an inquiry,
Lieutenant Bromage would testify that he had supposed the SS Scillin to be carrying Italian troops and would
be excused from responsibility. The Ministry of Defence would hold this incident as a closely guarded secret
for 54 years, telling relatives an inventive tale about how their boys had succumbed in Italian POW camps.
It would not be until 1996 that the persistence of the families would cause the reality of this “friendly fire”
incident to be acknowledged.
United States naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•

Destroyer Preston (DD-379), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Walke (DD-416), by gunfire and torpedo from surface vessel

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Heavy cruiser Kinugasa, by Naval and Marine aircraft
WORLD WAR II
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November 15, Sunday, 1942: Rear Admiral Lee with 2 battleships and 4 destroyers turned back large
Japanese naval group to end the naval battle off Guadalcanal.
The HMS Avenger (a 13,785-ton British escort carrier built in the United States as the passenger liner Rio
Hudson and transferred to the United Kingdom under Lend-Lease to be converted to an auxiliary aircraft
carrier in March 1942), while in convoy from North Africa to the Clyde in Scotland on her way home after the
landings in North Africa, was torpedoed just west of the Rock of Gibraltar by Korvette-Kapitän Adolf
Piening’s German U-boat U-155. At approximately 0307 hours the ship was hit on its port side in its bomb
magazine, blowing out its center section. The magazine had contained 100 depth charges and about 220
bombs. Enveloped in flames and black smoke, the hulk went down in less than a couple of minutes. 67 officers,
including Commander A.P. Colthurst, and 446 ratings, a total of 514, died. 12 floaters would be picked up by
escort destroyer HMS Glaisdale. (U-155 would survive to be scuttled during Operation Deadlight at the end
of the war. Adolf Piening would die in 1984.)

LEND-LEASE AGREEMENT
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Benham (DD-397), damaged by torpedo from surface vessel and
sunk by United States forces, off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands. United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by naval gunfire, Battle of Guadalcanal
Destroyer Gwin (DD-433), by naval gunfire, Battle of Guadalcanal
Cargo ship Electra (AK-21), by submarine torpedo, off North Africa, 33 degrees 45 minutes North,
7 degrees 52 W
Cargo ship Almaack (AK-27), by submarine torpedo, off North Africa, 36 degrees 19 minutes
North, 7 degrees 52 W

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•

Battleship Kirishima, by naval gunfire
Destroyer Ayanami, by naval gunfire
WORLD WAR II

November 24, Tuesday, 1942: Japanese forces land at Munda Point, New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Transport Thomas Stone (A--59), by horizontal bomber, North African area, 36 degrees 48 minutes
North, 3 degrees 10 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Hayashio, by Army aircraft, of Lae, New Guinea
WORLD WAR II
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November 29, Sunday, 1942: Coffee rationing began in the United States (the breakfast K-ration packed for
US troops by the Wrigley Company would continue to contain a packet of Maxwell House instant coffee).
A Japanese resupply force was attacked by American naval forces off Guadalcanal. One Japanese destroyer
was sunk while the Americans lost one cruiser sunk and 3 badly damaged. Again the Japanese resupply
mission had failed.
British paratroopers landed at Depienne (Smidja), south of Tunis.
Near Novorossysk, Germans executed 107 villagers in Verkhne-Bakanskaya for having aided partisans.
WORLD WAR II
November 30, Monday, 1942: The Imperial Japanese Navy destroyer IJN Takanami (Rear Admiral Tanaka)
which helped sink the USS Minneapolis was sunk by gunfire from cruiser and destroyer force (Read Admiral
C.H. Wright) off Tassafaronga Point, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, south of Savo Island. Her captain,
Commander Ogura Hasami and 211 members of the crew perished. There were 33 survivors who eventually
reached Guadalcanal in a lifeboat.
United States naval vessels damaged: Heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), Northampton (CA-26), New Orleans
(CA-32), and Minneapolis (CA-36), by torpedoes from Japanese destroyers, off Tassafaronga, Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Takanami, by surface craft, Tassafaronga,
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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Late November-early December, 1942: Relief of the Marine forces on Guadalcanal began. The forces on the
island came under command of XIV Corps and the expansion of the perimeter at Lunga Point began. The XIV
Corps proved unable, however, to impede the evacuation of the Japanese end of the island.
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December 3, Thursday, 1942: Gayaneh, a ballet by Aram Khachaturian to a story by Derzhavin, was
performed for the initial time, in Molotov. The performers were members of the Kirov Ballet evacuated from
Leningrad.
German forces took Djedeida and Teboura, west of Tunis.
Japanese destroyers, en route to the island of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands were attacked from
Henderson Field; one of the destroyers was damaged.
WORLD WAR II
December 6, Sunday, 1942: American forces repulsed two Japanese reinforcement attempts at Guadalcanal.
Australian troops overran Gona on New Guinea (all the Japanese defenders died).
A German offensive broke through American troops in Tunisia.
The Ceramic, a troop transport that had been a White Star liner of 18,481 tons, and then a Shaw Savill liner,
had set out on November 23rd to carry troops from Liverpool to Australia. West of the Azores it was torpedoed
by Oberleutnant Werner Henke’s U-515. It sank very suddenly and 655 died.207
The U-boat had enough room to pick up one of the floaters, a Royal Engineer sapper who, lucky guy, would
get to survive the war in a POW camp. (It would be many months before the Admiralty would find out what
had happened to the Ceramic as there had not been time to send a distress signal. U515 would be sunk on April
9th, 1944 in mid-Atlantic by aircraft from the escort carrier USS Guadalcanal and from depth charges from
the escort destroyers Pope, Pillsbury, Chatelain, and Flaherty. 16 of the crew would die and 43 survive.
As a POW, Oberleutnant Henke would kill himself.)
WORLD WAR II
December 7, Monday, 1942: Japanese destroyers, carrying reinforcements to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands,
were attacked by aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal; two destroyers were damaged.
WORLD WAR II

207. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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December 8, Tuesday, 1942: Roger Désormière conducted the Orchestre Pierné in Paris in the first recording
of any music by Olivier Messiaen.
German forces occupied Bizerte, Tunisia, capturing 16 French warships.
Motor torpedo boats attacked and turned back Japanese destroyers attempting to reinforce Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II

December 9, Wednesday, 1942: Huit hommes dans un château, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was
shown for the initial time, in Paris.
The 20th anniversary of the League of Composers was celebrated in Town Hall, New York with several first
performances, including String Quartet no.11 by Darius Milhaud, Quintet for flute and strings by Walter
Piston, Danzón cubano for two pianos by Aaron Copland, performed by the composer and Leonard Bernstein,
and Madrigal-Sonata for flute, violin and piano by Bohuslav Martinu.
Aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, begin what become virtually daily attacks on Japanese
installations at Munda Point, New Georgia, Solomon Islands. Major General Alexander A. Vandegrift, USMC,
was relieved by Major General A.M. Patch, USA, as commander of Marines and Army troops, Guadalcanal
area, Solomon Islands. Japanese Submarine I-3 was sunk by PY-59 off Cape Esperance, Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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Major General Alexander A. Vandegrift, Commanding General of the 1st Marine Division, was relieved by
Major General A.M. Patch, Commanding General of the Americal Division, as commanding general of the
operation on the island of Guadalcanal. The 1st Marine Division made preparations to retire from the combat
zone to rehabilitate and retrain.
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December 11, Friday, 1942: The 7th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by
Eugene Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare de la liberté by Darius Milhaud, was
performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
I Wonder as I Wander for orchestra by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
German forces in the Caucasus withdrew north to a line Mozdok-Elitsa.
Japanese destroyers were attacked north of New Georgia, Solomon Islands, by naval aircraft from Henderson
Field, Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II

December 12, Saturday, 1942: Erich von Manstein and the 4th Panzer Army began an attempt to relieve the
German 6th Army by breaking through the Soviet encirclement of Stalingrad, at Kotelnikovo southwest of the
city.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-44 was sunk by naval gunfire in the vicinity of Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, at 9 degrees 10 minutes South, 159 degrees 45 minutes East. Japanese Destroyer Terutsuki was sunk
by US motor torpedo boats off Cape Esperance, Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II
December 15, Tuesday, 1942: German submarine U-626 was sunk by Coast Guard cutter Ingham (PC-35) in
the North Atlantic, at 56 degrees 46 minutes North, 27 degrees 12 minutes West.
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From this day until the 19th, the trial of the teacher of American Literary History at the University of Berlin,
Mildred Elizabeth Fish-Harnack, suspected of having been involved with some members of the “The Red
Orchestra” spy ring, was being conducted. She would be convicted and sentenced to 6 years for “helping to
prepare high treason and espionage.” Adolf Hitler, not considering imprisonment to be an adequate response,
would insist upon a reconsideration.
WORLD WAR II
December 16, day, 1942: Seven Choruses from the Medea of Euripedes (translated by Cullen) by Virgil
Thomson was performed for the initial time, in the Hotel Plaza Ballroom, New York.
The Soviets defeated Italian troops along the River Don, northwest of Stalingrad (the Italian 8th Army and the
Romanian 3d Army ceased to exist).
The HMS Firedrake, a destroyer of 1,410 tons that had been launched in June 1934 at the Vickers-Armstrong
Shipyard on the Tyne, was sunk by a torpedo from German U-boat U-211 in the North Atlantic about 400
nautical miles west of Mizen Head, Ireland (Commander Tilden, 6 other officers, and 144 ratings died).
S.S. Commander Heinrich Himmler ordered that all Romani, even those of mixed blood, be sent to Auschwitz.
Japanese Submarine I-15 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-55) in the Solomon Islands, at 9 degrees
10 minutes South, 159 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 17, Thursday, 1942: British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden informed the British House of
Commons of mass executions of Jews by the Nazis. The British House of Commons rose to its feet in honor
of all the Jews being killed by the Nazis. US federal officials declared that after the Jews were dead, the crime
would not go unavenged.208
ANTISEMITISM
The Volga River finally froze over, allowing the resupply of Red Army troops in Stalingrad.
The submarines Drum (SS-228) and Sunfish (SS-281) laid mines in Japanese home waters.
A US Coast Guard Converted Trawler Natsek (PG-170) foundered in Belle Isle Strait, Newfoundland.
WORLD WAR II

208. We weren’t willing to waste any bombs in order to interfere with the machinery of death at Auschwitz –the gas chambers and
crematoria, and the rail facilities that were bringing the people in by the trainload– because we must have been already aiming at
what we must have been considering the best of all possible neat-o worlds: a world in which these bothersome European Jews would
all be dead without it being in any way our fault and one in which it would be seemly for us to punish all surviving Germans for
having been naughty naughty.
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US Army forces began attacks against the Japanese in the Mount Austen area of the island of Guadalcanal.

On the cover of one of our magazines, the Jap bat was bombing America:

December 18, Friday, 1942: The 8th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by
Eugene Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for American Heroes by William Grant
Still, was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
Japanese forces captured Aitape and Wewak in Northeast New Guinea.
Japanese Light Cruiser Tenryu was sunk by US submarine Albacore (SS-218) in the Bismarck Sea, at 5 degrees
11 minutes South, 145 degrees 57 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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December 19, Saturday, 1942: A German relief force to Stalingrad was halted near the Myshkova River.
Japanese planes bombed Calcutta for the initial time.
The Inter-Allied Information Committee reported in London and New York that up to 5,000,000 Jews faced
death in occupied Europe. They termed Poland “one vast center for murdering Jews.”
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

December 20, Sunday, 1942: Submarine Trigger (SS-237) lays mines in Japanese home waters.
Japanese air raids on Calcutta.
United States Gunboat Tulsa (PG-22) was damaged by grounding in the eastern New Guinea area, 10 degrees
15 S, 149 degrees 27 minutes East.
Japanese Submarine I-4 was sunk by US Submarine Seadragon (SS-194) in the vicinity of New Britain, at 5
degrees 2 minutes South, 152 degrees 33 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Monday, 1942: Führer Adolf Hitler refused to accept the mere imprisonment of the teacher of
American Literary History at the University of Berlin, Mildred Fish Harnack, for a high crime such as “helping
to prepare high treason and espionage.”
WORLD WAR II
December 22, Tuesday, 1942: Soviet troops captured Morozovsk, west of Stalingrad.
In Krakow, six members of the Jewish Fighting Organization blew up two cafes frequented by members of the
S.S. and Gestapo. At least 20 and perhaps 50 people were killed. The leader, Adolf Liebesiand, who died in
the attack, was reported to have said, “We were fighting for three lines in the history books.”
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Patrol Boat #35 was sunk by US Submarine Greenling (SS-213) in the vicinity of the Solomon
Islands, at 5 degrees 5 minutes South, 156 degrees 4 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 23, Wednesday, 1942: German relief forces came within 50 kilometers of the Sixth Army besieged
in Stalingrad.
WORLD WAR II
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December 24, Thursday, 1942: Admiral Jean François Darlan, commander-in-chief of French forces in North
Africa, was murdered in Algiers by Donnier de la Chapelle, a radical royalist.
The Germans successfully launched a flying bomb from Peenemünde.
Germans entered Bialowieza, Poland and murdered 300 Poles as a reprisal for partisan activity.
Japanese troop-laden barges were attacked heavily by aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands.
United States Transports Florence Nightingale (AP-70) and Thurston (AP-77) collided and went under on the
North African coast, at 34 degrees 41 minutes North, 7 degrees 25 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

December 25, Friday, 1942: Allied forces occupied Sirte (Surt), Libya.
WORLD WAR II
December 26, Saturday, 1942: Convicted in a court-martial of murdering Admiral Darlan, 20-year-old
Bonnier de la Chapelle was executed by a French firing squad.
Japanese transports at Wickham Anchorage, New Georgia, Solomon Islands were attacked by US naval
aircraft (the strike would be repeated on December 29th).
WORLD WAR II
December 27, Sunday, 1942: Piano Suite in Three Movements by Roy Harris was performed for the initial
time, at the Museum of Modern Art, New York.
An American attack on Mt. Austen on the island of Guadalcanal failed.
The Japanese opened the 1st internment camp for Dutch women, at Ambarawa.
WORLD WAR II
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1943
1943: The University of Chicago was given a US Army contract to study the effects of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T on
cereal grains (including rice) and broadleaf crops. These studies would establish the effectiveness of using
aerial applications of herbicides as a weapon of total war against civilian populations, to destroy the enemy’s
crops and thus cause the starvation of their civilians. (Hey, no more Mr. Nice Guy, total war is total war.)
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

In response to Japan’s full-scale germ warfare program, the U.S. began research on biological weapons at Fort
Detrick, Maryland. (It would never have occurred to us to get involved in such a thing, of course, had they not
been planning to do it to us.)
During this timeframe the USA was weaponizing anthrax, tularemia, Q fever, Venezuelan equine encephalitis,
botulinum, and staphylococcal enterotoxin B. We were busy busy busy. Because of the short shelflife of such
weapons we had stockpiled two and a half million biological bomb casings, empty, available to be filled with
the ultimate filth upon our decision. At Vigo near Terre Haute, local officials of the Indiana Ku Klux Klan, on
war contract with the US government, began a production facility for the filling of these “N-bombs,” as they
were called, to be sent to England because Winston Churchill wanted to drop them on a list of German cities
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(germ=German, get it?), making the entire areas of these cities and the surrounding countryside unavailable
for human use for centuries into the future.209
GERM WARFARE

Meanwhile my grandmother Sylvia Mae Long Mattox was busy with her home canning near Saline City,
Indiana, which is also near Terre Haute — and one of the garden vegetables she was putting into her Mason
Jars and Ball Jars for storage in the cellar was corn kernels (a foodstuff which, due to a low acid content, can
be rather dangerous to attempt to preserve at home).

209. “N” was the military code for the Bacillus anthracis. The plant would be completed in May 1944 on 6,100 acres in Vigo, near
Terre Haute, would contain a dozen 20,000-gallon fermentation tanks, and would become contaminated not with Bacillus anthracis
but with Bacillus globigii (now considered a strain of Bacillus atrophaeus). Although Churchill would order 500,000 4-pound
anthrax bombs during the summer of 1944, the plant would not be able to deliver (the Ku Kluxers of Indiana were chock full of
faith and devotion, and they were of course corn-fed prime American stuff, but not many of them were what you’d want to call
smart), and after the war the Vigo Ordinance Plant of the Chemical Warfare Service would be sold to a pharmaceutical firm.
It’s OK for you to ask me how I know all this. Or, for the general picture, you can take a look at Barton J. Bernstein’s “Churchill’s
secret biological weapons” in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, January-February 1987, page 46-50, based on the partial
information that is on the public record as of this point.
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In a series of war posters, Norman Rockwell illustrated the freedoms of which President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt had spoken in his message of January 6, 1941210 — in defense of which we were having the KKK
begin to manufacture these anthrax distribution devices:

WORLD WAR II

210. “We look forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms. The first is freedom of speech and expression —
everywhere in the world. The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way — everywhere in the world.
The third is freedom from want ... everywhere in the world. The fourth is freedom from fear ... anywhere in the world.”
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January 5, Tuesday, 1943: Four “portraits” for cello and piano by Virgil Thomson were performed for the
initial time, in Rochester, New York: In a Bird Cage: A Portrait of Lise Deharme, Fanfare for France: A Portrait
of Max Kahn, Tango Lullaby: A Portrait of Mlle (Flavie) Alvarez de Toledo and Bugles and Birds: A Portrait
of Pablo Picasso.
Soviet troops took Nalchik and Prokhladny in the Caucasus, as well as Morozovsk and Tsimlyansk, southwest
of Stalingrad.
George Washington Carver died.
The cruiser and destroyer group under Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth heavily bombarded the airfield and
Japanese installations at Munda in the Solomon Islands.
The Mv. Citta’ di Palermo, an Italian passenger ship of 5,413 tons converted to an auxiliary cruiser, left
Brindisi for Patras escorting the motor vessel Calino. On board the Palermo were 600 Italian soldiers. At 08:00
hours when about 3 miles north-west of Cape Dukato, it was struck by a couple of tin fish launched from HMS
Proteus.

The Palermo went down in 6 minutes and there were precious few floaters.211
WORLD WAR II
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January 6, Wednesday, 1943: The US Office of Price Administration banned pleasure driving and required a
cut in heating oil for non-dwellings by 25%.
Kotovsky, a film with music by Sergei Prokoviev, was released in the USSR.
Sammy’s Fighting Sons for chorus and orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in New
York City.
United States Light Cruiser San Juan (CL-54) was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the Solomon
Islands, at 8 degrees 30 minutes South, 166 degrees 40 minutes East.
German Submarine U-164 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-83) off Brazil, at 1 degrees 58 minutes
South, 39 degrees 23 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

211. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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January 7, Thursday, 1943: Nikola Tesla died.
The SS Benalbanach, a Ben Line 7,152-ton passenger/cargo ship, was sunk by 2 tin fish launched from aircraft
northwest of Algiers. She had been conveying 389 men of a Motor Transport unit the Clyde to Bona, North
Africa and had a crew of 74. The ship caught fire, blew up, and sank almost immediately. 57 crewmembers
and 340 troops died. Its commander Captain MacGregor was one of the floaters, but died just as his rescuers
were reaching him.
WORLD WAR II
In Hiroshima, Sadako Sasaki was born. She would be 2 years old when (through no fault of her own) we would
detonate “Fat Man,” one of our two atomic bombs, 1.7 kilometers from her home on August 6th, 1945 — a
hibakusha, she would die of the well-understood A-bomb disease leukemia at age 12 on October 25th, 1955.

“Fat Man”
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January 9, Saturday, 1943: Psalm 64 and Isaiah Chapter 35 for voice and piano by Stefan Wolpe was
performed for the initial time, at the home of Josef Wagner, New York.
The Red Army renewed its assault on Stalingrad.
The government of Japanese-occupied China formally declared war on Great Britain and the United States and
Great Britain.
The Emperor of Japan publicly indicated his pleasure with the improvement of Japanese anti-aircraft artillery
units in Burma.
WORLD WAR II
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January 10, Sunday, 1943: In Stalingrad, the Soviets begin an offensive against the Germans.
General Patch’s XIV Corps on Guadalcanal began an offensive toward the Japanese-held western portion of
the island.

United States Submarine Argonaut (APS-1) was sunk during an attack on a convoy southeast of New Britain.
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Japanese Destroyer Okikaze was sunk by US submarine Trigger (SS-237) off Honshu, Japan at 35 degrees 2
minutes North, 140 degrees 12 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 11, Monday, 1943: New Spalicek, a cycle for voice and piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed
for the initial time, in New York City.
New York City mobster Carmine Galante, under contract to Vito Genovese, who was a friend of Duce Benito
Mussolini, killed Carlo Tresca, editor of the anti-Communist newspaper Il Martello.
The Allies intercepted and successfully decoded an internal German communication to the effect that by the
end of 1942, under “Operation Reinhard,” whatever that was, a total of 1,274,166 Jews had been killed, and
that this killing had been going on at four distinct sites.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops captured Pyatigorsk, Georgivesk, and Mineralnye Vody, north of the Caucasus.
The United States of America and the United Kingdom formally relinquished all territorial claims in China.
When US patrol torpedo boats were attacked by Japanese destroyers off Cape Esperance of the island of
Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, 2 of these destroyers were damaged and 2 of the US patrol torpedo boats
were lost:
•
•

PT-112, sunk by naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees 15 minutes South, 159 degrees
42 minutes East
PT-43, damaged by naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees 15 minutes South, 159 degrees
42 minutes East; beached and abandoned
WORLD WAR II

January 12, Tuesday night, 1943: The capture of Wake Island, some 2,000 miles west of Hawaii, had cost the
Japanese 11 naval craft, 29 planes, and about 5,700 men, because the garrison of 388 US Marines and 1,200
civilians workers had held out for 14 days. On December 23d, 1941 Major James P.S. Devereux of the 1st
Defense Battalion, US Marine Corps, and Commander Winfield Cunningham of the Naval Air Station had
raised a white flag. During January 1942 the US Marines who had become POWs and had not been wounded
had been put on the Nitta Maru bound for Yokohama and then Shanghai.
The wounded, and 98 American civilians, had remained as POWs on the island. On this night the Japanese
guards accused them of being in radio communication with US naval forces and they were lined up with their
backs to the ocean, and machine-gunned (for this the Japanese commander on Wake Island, Rear Admiral
Shigematsu Sakaibara, and 11 of his officers, would be hanged after a trial by a US Naval Court at Kwajalein).
WORLD WAR II
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January 15, Friday, 1943: The 9th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene
Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for France by Virgil Thomson, was performed
for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
Outside Washington DC, the dedication of the largest office building in the world, the Pentagon (presumably
somebody offered a prayer of gratitude: “Thank you, God”).
441 partisans were killed by the Germans near Kletnya, Russia, west of Bryansk.
Germans, Italians, and Croatians begin an offensive against Yugoslav partisans, driving them from Bihac south
to Montenegro.
Aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, attacked 9 Japanese destroyers off Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands; 2 enemy destroyers were damaged.
The Japanese Transport Nichimei Maru was sunk by B-24 bombers southwest of Rangoon, Burma.
Approximately 500 Allied POWs died.212
WORLD WAR II

January 19, Tuesday, 1943: Some Jews in the Warsaw ghetto fired on Germans with small arms. The Germans
returned fire.
ANTISEMITISM
Allied troops captured Tarhunah, southeast of Tripoli (Tarabulus).
Japanese landed at Wewak on the island of New Guinea.
WORLD WAR II

212. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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January 23, Saturday, 1943: The author and critic Alexander Woollcott was appearing on the radio program
“The People’s Forum” in New York City when he suffered a fatal heart attack at the age of 56.
At a glittering charity event for Russian war relief at Carnegie Hall which was attended by Eleanor Roosevelt
and Leopold Stokowski, Black, Brown and Beige by Duke Ellington was performed for the initial time. The
composer termed this “a tone parallel to the history of the American Negro.” The audience was disappointed,
and critics savaged the work. This was the initial appearance of Duke Ellington and his Orchestra at Carnegie
Hall.
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The XIV Corps’ westward advance captured Kokumbona on the coast of Guadalcanal from the Japanese.

A US/Australian counteroffensive secured the Buna-Sanananda area of New Guinea.
Montgomery’s British 8th Army (Britain-New Zealand) besieged Tripoli (Tarabulus), Libya.
When Germans attempted to round up Jews in Italian-occupied France, Italian authorities refused to cooperate.
ANTISEMITISM
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The Casablanca Conference, which had been in session since 14 January, ended. President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, the British Prime Minister, and the Combined Chiefs of Staff reached agreement on an invasion of
Sicily and a cross-channel amphibious assault on Western Europe.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Japanese Destroyer Hakaze was sunk by submarine Guardfish (SS-217) near New Ireland, at 2 degrees
47 minutes South, 156 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

January 26, Tuesday, 1943: Igor Stravinsky, Darius Milhaud, and their wives attended a performance of a
ballet to Arnold Schoenberg’s Verklärte Nacht called Pillar of Fire conducted by the composer in San
Francisco. The two were impressed but after the performance did not seek out Schoenberg.
In Germany, all members of Hitler Youth age 15 and above were conscripted to form crews for antiaircraft
guns.
To the north of New Guinea, the submarine Wahoo (SS-238) sank an entire group of Japanese ships:
2 freighters, 1 transport, and 1 tanker. We may be permitted to imagine the crewmen of our submarine:
“Wahoo! Wahoo! Wahoo! Wahoo!”
WORLD WAR II
January 29, Friday, 1943: The 11th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene
Goossens and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for Airmen by Leo Sowerby was performed for
the initial time, in Cincinnati.
In Germany an alleged necrophiliac, Bruno Ludke, was taken into custody (which poses an interesting
question).
Institution of the United States Marine Corps Women’s Reserve.
The naval battle of Rennell Island commenced as the cruiser and destroyer task force of Rear Admiral R.C.
Giffen, covering a movement of troop transports to Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, was bombed by
Japanese aircraft.
WORLD WAR II
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January 30, Saturday, 1943: Land and carrier-based naval aircraft engaged Japanese aircraft attacking Rear
Admiral Giffen’s cruiser and destroyer force.
Naval Station, Akutan Harbor, Fox Island, Alaska, was established.
Soviet troops took Tikhoretsk, south of Rostov-on-Don, and cleared the Maykop oil fields of Germans.
Bombers of the Royal Air Force attacked Berlin by day and Hamburg by night.
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz succeeded Grand Admiral Erich Raeder as Commander of Chief of the Germans
Navy.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•
•

Heavy cruiser Chicago (CA-29), by aircraft torpedo, Battle of Rennell Island, Solomon Islands
area, 11 degrees 25 minutes South, 160 degrees 56 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer La Vallette (DD-448), by aircraft torpedo, Battle of
Rennell Island, Solomon Islands area, 11 degrees 25 minutes South, 160 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 31, Sunday, 1943: Divertimento for chamber orchestra by Richard Strauss was performed for the
initial time, in Vienna.
General von Paulus, commander of the German Sixth Army in the ruins of Stalingrad, was created a Field
Marshal by Führer Adolf Hitler (at that very moment, the general and his staff were in Red Army custody and
were signing surrender papers).
The Japanese garrison on Guadalcanal began its evacuation, which would require until February 7th.

WORLD WAR II
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February 1943: At Swansea on the coast of Wales, the Canadian “Liberty Ship” Fort Halkett (named in honor
of John Wedderburn Halkett) was loaded with military cargo intended for Bône, Algeria.

The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) sank a Japanese transport in Alaskan waters.

WORLD WAR II
The poem “Is Now,” by Mark Van Doren, expressed an exceedingly Thoreauvian attitude:
Eternity is not to be pursued.
Run, and it shortens; arrive, and it is shut:
Forward or backward, nothing but the folds
Of time, that you will tighten, fumbling them.
Eternity is only to be entered
Standing. It is everywhere and still.
Slow, and it opens; stop, and it is whole
As love about your head, that rests and sees.
Eternity is now or not at all:
Waited for, a wisp; remembered, shadows.
Eternity is solid as the sun:
As present, as familiar, as immense.
TIME AND ETERNITY
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February 1, Monday, 1943: Sergei Rakhmaninov and his wife receive the final papers creating them
American citizens.
The 442nd Regimental Combat Team, a segregated all-Nisei unit, was activated. The call for volunteers
yielded different results on the Hawaiian Islands and on the mainland: on the islands, some 10,000 Nisei would
volunteer within days, while on the mainland only 1,256 mainland Nisei would volunteer from the camps.

The HMS Welshman, a British minelaying cruiser of 4,000 tons, was sunk by Kapitän-Leutenant Albrecht
Brandi’s U617 while returning from Malta to Alexandria. 148 died. There were no rescues.
Soviet troops took Svatovo, southeast of Kharkov.
While escorting 3 Landing Craft Transports (LCTs) during the American landings on the beach at Marovo on
Guadalcanal, Commander Charles E. Tolman’s USS De Haven was singled out and engaged by 6 Japanese
planes. Three were shot down but the remaining three managed to get their bombs away. Three bombs hit the
ship, destroying the bridge and killing Commander Tolman. A 4th bomb split the ship’s hull plates and it began
to settle in the water, It upended and sank about 2 miles from Savo Island, where it rests now with about 50
other hulks in what is known as “Iron Bottom Sound.” Survivors were rescued by LCTs. 10 officers and 157
enlisted men died out of its crew of 299.213
The Japanese were beginning a secretive nighttime evacuation of their forces from the northern tip of
Guadalcanal. A group of 20 destroyers en route to evacuate troops was attacked by aircraft from Henderson
Field, Guadalcanal, and by motor torpedo boats. United States Destroyer De Haven (DD-469) was sunk by
dive bombersat 9 degrees 9 minutes South, 159 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese Destroyer Makigumo was
sunk by a mine off Doma Reef.
WORLD WAR II
February 4, Thursday, 1943: Soviets landed amphibious troops behind the German lines at Novorossysk and
held a beachhead until other troops could advance along the Black Sea shore and link up.
A Japanese cruiser and 22 destroyers, en route to evacuate troops from Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, were
attacked by aircraft from Henderson Field; four of the destroyers were damaged.
WORLD WAR II
213. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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February 7, Sunday, 1943: John Cage and his music gained national attention when he directed a program of
percussion music at the Museum of Modern Art, New York in a League of Composers concert. Included was
the premiere of Amores for two prepared pianos and two percussion trios. Also premiered was Ostinato
pianissimo by Henry Cowell, conducted by Cage himself.
Soviet troops captured Azov and Kramatorsk, east of Dnepropetrovsk.
A Japanese force of 18 destroyers en route to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands to evacuate troops was attacked
by aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, and a couple of the enemy destroyers were damaged. The
Japanese Army’s evacuation of some 11,000 troops from the island of Guadalcanal was, however, complete.
On the home front, shoe rationing was announced, limiting civilians to three pair of leather shoes per year.
WORLD WAR II
February 8, Monday, 1943: Savings attributable to the work of the Truman Committee were being estimated
in a range up to $11,000,000,000.
Evacuation of over 11,000 Japanese troops from Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, had been completed.

The Red Army recaptured the city of Kursk in the Soviet Union, or what was left of it.
WORLD WAR II
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February 9, Tuesday, 1943: Organized Japanese resistance on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands ended
when General Patch’s Cape Esperance envelopment force joined with the force making the western advance.
XIV Corps headquarters announced that the Allies had secured the island of Guadalcanal.214
The Japanese had captured Ambon Island from the Australians. Two circular pits were dug, about five meters
apart, six meters in diameter and three meters in depth, in a wooded area near the Laha airstrip. Soon after 6PM
a group of Australian and Dutch prisoners of war were brought to the site with their arms tied securely behind
them. The first prisoner was pushed to his knees at the edge of a pits and Warrant Officer Kakutaro Sasaki
enacted the initial Samurai-sword beheading. The eager crew-members of a Japanese minesweeper that had
been blown up by a mine in Ambon Bay a few days earlier were allowed to perform the next four beheadings.
HEADCHOPPING

As dusk descended, the Japanese needed to point their battery torches at the necks of their victims so they could
see where to strike. Meanwhile, at the other pit, the men of a Dutch mortar unit were being similarly processed.
In all on this evening, 55 Australian and 30 Dutch soldiers were beheaded. (The details of this would be
revealed by a civilian interpreter, Suburo Yoshizaki, who had been attached to the Kure No.1 Special Navy

214. The American boys who had died in the long battle for Guadalcanal had not, of course, died in vain. By sacrificing their lives
they had enabled the US to portray the struggle in the Pacific Ocean region as one long resistance to Japanese aggression, rather
than allowing it to be portrayed as one war of aggression initiated by Japan followed by a period of peace followed by another war
of aggression initiated this time by the United States of America. They had given their lives to seize and hold for us the moral high
ground.
(If you suppose I couldn’t possibly have meant what I wrote above, please read the paragraph again — and this time allow the
thought to sink home. The island of Guadalcanal was a mere token serving for us no easily determined military or logistic purpose.)
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Landing Party, at that time stationed on Ambon.) A few days later, on February 24th, in the same wooded area,
another such group execution/sword practice event would be taking place.
WORLD WAR II
The SS Henry R. Mallory, a 6,063-ton American ex-passenger liner built in 1916, was part of a 69-ship North
Atlantic convoy, SC-118, bound for the British Isles, when it was torpedoed by U-boats U609 and U625.

Of the 494 passengers and crew on board the Mallory, including 381 US troops, 34 armed guards, 2 civilians
and 77 crewmen, 270 died. 224 floaters were collected 4 hours later, some by the Coast Guard cutter Bibb, 3 of
whom soon died, and others by the destroyer Ingham, 2 of whom soon died. (U609 would later be sunk by the
French escort corvette Lobelia, and the 46 inside it would die. Kapitän-Leutnant Hans Benker’s U625 would
be destroyed on March 10, 1944 by depth charges from a Canadian Sunderland flying boat, and the 53 inside
it would die.)215

215. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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February 11, Thursday, 1943: Japanese Submarine RO-102 was sunk by naval aircraft from light cruiser
Helena (CL-50) and destroyer Fletcher (DD-445) in the Coral Sea, at 14 degrees 15 minutes South,
161 degrees 59 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
February 18, Thursday, 1943: Two cruisers and four destroyers (Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris) bombard
Japanese installations at Holtz Bay, and Chichagof Harbor, Attu, Aleutian Islands.
In a speech at the Berlin Sportpalast, Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels declared “Total War” upon
the Allies. Anti-Nazi leaflets were scattered around the entrance to München University. Three young people
responsible, Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, and Christoph Probst, were arrested. They would be tried and
executed by guillotine.
Soviet troops took Pavlograd, east of Dnepropetrovsk. The area of Grischino to the north-west of Stalino (now
Donets), an important industrial region in the Ukraine, had been occupied by German forces, then recaptured
by a Soviet armored division, and at this point, again occupied by the German 7th Armored Division. What
the returning Germans came upon were the corpses of 406 German soldiers who had been POWs, the corpses
of 58 members of the Todt Organization, the corpses of 89 Italian soldiers, the corpses of 9 Romanian soldiers,
the corpses of4 Hungarian soldiers, and the corpses of some civilian workers, Ukrainian volunteers, and
German nurses. The body count added up to 596. Most of these people had been attempting to hide in cellars.
Many of the corpses lacked ears and noses, and genital organs had been severed and stuffed into mouths. After
rape the breasts of some of the nurses had been severed. In the cellar of the main train station there were some
120 German corpses, of people who had been herded into a large storage room to be machine-gunned.
WORLD WAR II
February 20, Saturday, 1943: Die Kluge by Carl Orff to his own words after the Brothers Grimm was
performed for the initial time, in the Städtische Bühnen, Frankfurt-am-Main.
The 13th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for Commandos by Bernard Rogers, was performed for the initial
time, in Cincinnati.
Hollywood consented to censorship of movies by the Office of War Information.
In Mexico, the volcano Parícutin sprang up in the middle of a farmer’s cornfield.
US Motor Minesweeper YMS-133 foundered and sank in Coos Bay, Oregon.
German forces attacked through the Qasserine Pass of Tunisia, causing US troops to retreat toward the Hamra
Pass.
Japanese Destroyer Oshio and its patrol vessel were sunk by US submarine Albacore (SS-218) north of Manus
in the Admiralty Islands, at 0 degrees 50 minutes South, 146 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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February 24, Wednesday, 1943: Naval Air Facility, Amchitka, Alaska, was established.
The Salonika ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
On Ambon Island, at the two circular pits in the woods where 55 Australian and 30 Dutch soldiers had been
beheaded by the victorious Japanese on February 9th, another such execution ceremony was taking place.
Around the pits stood about 30 Japanese naval volunteers, many of them sporting swords they has specially
borrowed for the occasion. As this time there were 227 Allied prisoners waiting their turn to be beheaded,
the processing would go on until 1:30AM. This second event was witnessed by Warrant Officer Keigo
Kanamoto, Commanding Officer of the Kure No.1 Repair and Construction Unit.
WORLD WAR II

February 25, Thursday, 1943: Six Norwegians had parachuted into Norway 9 days earlier, and together with
four from an earlier mission and under the leadership of Joachim Ronneberg they destroyed the German heavy
water plant at Vermark.
ATOM BOMB
A raid by American bombers on Nürnberg began the Allied policy of round-the-clock air raids. The division
of labor would be that Americans bombed by day, British by night. Meanwhile, in America, as a “citizen
participation” in the “war effort,” it was being announced that classes in enemy aircraft recognition were being
offered in the school gymnasium at Lake Pleasant, New York. If those nasty Nazis were ever to begin to bomb
civilians in the US from the air as we were bombing Japanese and German civilians from the air, then our
citizenry would be able to inform our military of the identity of this military force that had been dropping
bombs upon civilians. (You can see what was going on here. The bombing of civilian populations is an outrage,
an atrocity. This citizen participation was being offered to us as a distraction, to keep us from thinking about
the fact that we were committing an atrocity. As long as we were fearing that they would do this atrocity thing
to us — we could avoid needing to think about the fact that we were doing this atrocity thing to them!)
WORLD WAR II
March 1, Monday, 1943: Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Annette Island, Alaska, was established.
Soviet troops took Demyansk, south of Leningrad.
Tokyo Rose’s initial broadcast, “Zero Hour.”
WORLD WAR II
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March 2, Tuesday, 1943: A trainload of about 1,000 Jews were sent from Paris to Auschwitz where they
would be gassed on arrival. Bulgaria began to round up Jews in Thrace and Macedonia for transport north.
ANTISEMITISM
American troops reentered Sbeitla. The German army began to withdraw from Tunisia.
The City Of Pretoria, an Ellerman Line passenger/cargo liner of 8,049 tons, heading from New York to
Liverpool with a general cargo, was struck by a couple of tin fish from Korvette-Kapitän Carl Emmermann’s
German submarine U-172 and blew up immediately south-east of Cape Race. All 145 on board died.

(When U-172 would be sunk by depth-charges dropped from US aircraft on December 13, 1943,
13 would die and 46 float.)
From this day into the 7th of the month, something of a turkey shoot would be going on in the Bismarck Sea
as approximately 3,220 Japanese soldiers and sailors were being systematically killed. A convoy of 8
transports had been conveying 5,954 soldiers of the Japanese 20th and 51st Infantry Divisions and 400 marines
of the Japanese Imperial Army from Rabaul, New Britain to Lae, New Guinea, a distance of 260 miles, and
had been spotted as it was crossing the Huon Gulf heading towards Lae about 80 miles away.
It was engaged by a flight of 129 Allied fighters and 207 Allied bombers of all classes including squadrons #4,
#22 and #30 of the Royal Australian Air Force. Nearly all the troop transports, including the 5,000-ton
Kyokusei Maru and the 3,800-ton Shinai Maru, were sunk. There were sharks in these waters to take floaters,
but many of the Japanese soldiers and sailors began making their way toward the shores in lifeboats and on
improvised rafts. We would bomb and strafe these lifeboats and rafts, with many being thrown into the water
to be taken by the sharks. The process would continue for days and for flight after flight until nothing remained
alive on the waters of the Huon Gulf. There had been eight Japanese destroyers escorting this convoy, and first
the IJN Asashio was sunk, then the 1,500-ton destroyer Arashio (sister ship of the Asashio), and the 2,000-ton
Tokitsukaza, and the 1,700-ton Shirayuki. Approximately 850 of the floaters had been rushed by these escorts
to Lae at the start of the attack, with the destroyers then returning to the battle zone to pick up more of the
floaters. Some 3,145 were rescued from the water by the Japanese destroyers and by a couple of Japanese
submarines and returned to Rabaul. 92 of the floaters would manage to reach the shore of New Guinea, and a
small number would also make it safely to nearby islands. 63 Japanese aircraft were shot down, but only 3 of
the Allied fighters and 2 of the Allied bombers were shot down.
United States submarine chaser SC-1024 sank after a collision off the coast of North Carolina.
WORLD WAR II
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March 3, Wednesday, 1943: Variations for orchestra op.30 by Anton Webern was performed for the initial
time, in Winterthur, Switzerland. The composer was able to obtain a visa to attend the premiere. He would
never again hear his music in public.
Dmitri Shostakovich arrived in Moscow to take up permanent residence. He and his family had finally been
granted a Moscow apartment (the family members would arrived later this month).
Trying to cram into an air-raid shelter in the Bethnal Green tube station in London caused 173 suffocations.
Soviet troops took Rzhev, west of Moscow in fierce fighting, as well as Lgov, west of Kursk.
Japanese Destroyers Asahio, Arashio, Tokitsukaze, and Shirayuki were sunk by United State Army and
Australian aircraft in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea.
WORLD WAR II
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March 6, Saturday, 1943: In Zagreb, Catholic Archbishop Alois Stepinac complained to Croat dictator Ante
Pavelic about deportation of Jews who were married to Christians. The practice would be ended (the
archbishop made no suggestions in regard to the continued deportation of Jews who were not married to
Christians).
ANTISEMITISM
German forces attacked the Allies (Great Britain-New Zealand) around Medenine in Tunisia but took heavy
losses and gained no strategic result.
The US submarine Tautog (SS-199) laid mines off the southeast coast of Borneo.
Three cruisers and seven destroyers (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) bombarded Vila and Munda in the Solomon
Islands; Japanese Destroyers Minegumo and Murasame were sunk by naval gunfire and torpedoes in Kula Gulf
of the Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees 5 minutes South, 157 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 7, Sunday, 1943: The unfinished Mass in E-flat for chorus and organ by Leos Janácek was performed
for the initial time, in the Church of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Brno-Zidenice.
An orchestral suite from the ballet Les Animaux modèles by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial
time, in the Salle du Conservatoire, Paris.
An initial delivery of B-25 bombers to the military airfield at Amchitka Island. Heads up, Japanese civilians!
WORLD WAR II
March 9, Tuesday, 1943: We Will Never Die, a pageant by Hecht with music by Kurt Weill, was performed
for the initial time, in Madison Square Garden, New York. The work was a collaboration by several prominent
Jewish members of the entertainment industry designed to highlight the accomplishments of Jews through
history and express solidarity with the Jews of occupied Europe.
Naval aircraft bombed Japanese installations at Munda, Solomon Islands. Bombing of this area would become
a regular occurrence.
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Wednesday, 1943: Sechs Studien für Pianoforte op.51 by Hans Pfitzner were performed for the
initial time, in Vienna.
German troops begin a major assault on Kharkov.
The first Japanese detainees arrived at the wartime camp near Crystal City, Texas. The camp was divided into
separate sections for Germans and Japanese. There was a 10-foot fence with guard towers around the camp,
and floodlights bathed everything inside the perimeter in light all night every night. Mounted guards patrolled
the perimeter of the compound. Detainees would be reimbursed at the bargain rate of ten cents an hour for
performing all the work of the camps (Orientals, as we know, are accustomed to thrive on, at a first
approximation, almost nothing).

The US 14th Air Force was activated against the Japanese in China under Major General Claire Chennault.
WORLD WAR II
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March 15, Monday, 1943: Since July of the previous year a Committee on Research in the Application of
Nuclear Physics had been having a series of meetings in Japan. In this month Dr. Yoshio Nishina delivered the
committee’s report to the Japanese navy, which was to the effect that while an atomic weapon was in principle
feasible, within the expected timeframe of the current hostilities “it would probably be difficult even for the
United States to realize the application of atomic power.” Reassured by this assessment, the Japanese military
elected to concentrate its attention instead upon the development of radar.
On this day, J. Robert Oppenheimer relocated the project to develop an American A-bomb to the desert at Los
Alamos.

The German Army re-took Kharkov from the Soviets.
Germans begin deporting the Jews of Thessaloniki.
ANTISEMITISM
The Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet, Admiral E.J. King, established a numbering system for
the US fleets: Pacific fleets were to have the odd numbers while Atlantic fleets were to have the even ones.216
Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, French Frigate Shoals, Hawaiian Islands was established.
WORLD WAR II
March 24, Wednesday, 1943: Henderson Field on Guadalcanal reported that although a small number of
Japanese airplanes had attacked during the night, there had been no appreciable damage.
That evening Boeing B-17 Flying Fortresses and Grumman TBF Avenger torpedo bombers attacked Japanese
positions at Kahili near Shortland Island, and reported that they had seen some sort of fire get started on the
ground.217
WORLD WAR II

216. By this stroke of military genius Admiral King won the war.
217. Perhaps this is the point at which we need to take note of a notorious factoid — the effectiveness of air attack in the achievement
of ground military objectives is subject to constant exaggeration.
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March 25, Thursday, 1943: Some 2,000 Jews were taken from Zolkiewka, Poland to a nearby forest and
killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Naval and Army aircraft bombed Japanese-held Nauru Island in the South Pacific.
WORLD WAR II
Ezra Pound was traced the history of the current war, perceiving all things through his lens of usury:
This war did not begin in 1939. It is not a unique result of the
infamous Versailles Treaty. It is impossible to understand it
without knowing at least a few precedent historic events, which
mark the cycle of combat. No man can understand it without
knowing at least a few facts and their chronological sequence.
This war is part of the age-old struggle between the usurer and
the rest of mankind: between the usurer and peasant, the usurer
and producer, and finally between the usurer and the merchant,
between usurocracy and the mercantilist system....
The present war dates at least from the founding of the Bank of
England at the end of the 17th century, 1694-8. Half a century
later, the London usurocracy shut down on the issue of paper
money by the Pennsylvania colony, A.D. 1750. This is not usually
given prominence in the U.S. school histories. The 13 colonies
rebelled, quite successfully, 26 years later, A.D. 1776.
March 26, Friday, 1943: Robert Upshur “Bob” Woodward was born in Geneva, Illinois.
WATERGATE
GOVERNMENT SCANDALS

Sergei Rakhmaninov lapsed into a coma in Los Angeles.
William Schuman’s cantata A Free Song (Secular Cantata no.2) to words of Whitman for chorus and orchestra
was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
United States Naval Operating Facility, Belem, Brazil, was established.
Allied (Great Britain-New Zealand) forces broke through German defenses south of El Hamma, Tunisia.
A task group comprising 2 cruisers and 4 destroyers under Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris turned back a
Japanese force of 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers escorting reinforcements to Attu, Aleutian Islands. Several US
vessels were damaged, and one of the enemy cruisers as well:
•
•

US Heavy Cruiser Salt Lake City (CA-25) was damaged by naval gunfire at 52 degrees 47 minutes
North, 172 degrees 45 minutes East.
US Destroyer Bailey (DD-492) was damaged by naval gunfire at 53 degrees 20 minutes North, 168
degrees 36 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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April 3, Saturday, 1943: Concierto heroico for piano and orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo was performed for the
initial time, in Teatro San Carlos, Lisbon. It was a popular and critical success.
Und was bekam des Soldaten Weib? for voice and piano by Kurt Weill to words of Brecht was performed for
the initial time, at Hunter College, New York, sung by Lotte Lenya.
British planes dumped 900 tons of explosives on Essen, Germany.
Japanese Submarine Chaser #13 was sunk by US Submarine Pickerel (SS-177) off Japan, at 43 degrees 3
minutes North, 141 degrees 58 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
April 5, Monday, 1943: American bombers intending to hit an aircraft factory in Antwerp got off target and
did some “collateral damage,” to wit, 936 civilians in a residential area inclusive of 209 children in classrooms
(oops, sorry).
The Reverend Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Protestant theologian, was imprisoned by German authorities on the
charge of “subverting the armed forces” (his message having been, essentially, on a bumper sticker, WWJD).
British bombers topped up Kiel, Germany with an additional 1,400 tons of high explosives.
Japanese Submarine RO-34 was sunk by US Destroyer O’Bannon (DD-450) in the Solomon Islands,
at 8 degrees 15 minutes South, 158 degrees 58 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
April 6, Tuesday, 1943: Allied (Great Britain-India) forces overcome the Italian defenders of Wadi Akarit,
north of Gabes in Tunisia.
THE LITTLE PRINCE by Antoine de St. Exupery was published in New York by Reynal and Hitchcock.
William Walton’s ballet The Quest, to a scenario by Moore, was performed for the initial time, in the New
Theater of London.
WORLD WAR II
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April 7, Wednesday, 1943: Suite Concertante for violin and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed
for the initial time, in New York.
Serenade no.3 op.17 for piano trio by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
Ioannis Dimitriou Rallis replaced Konstantinos Ioannou Logothetopoulos as Prime Minister of Greece under
German occupation.
Bolivia declared war on Germany, Italy, and Japan.
US submarine Trout (SS-202) laid mines near Sarawak, Borneo.180 Japanese aircraft struck United States
naval vessels near Tulagi, Solomon Islands.
United States ships sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Aaron Ward (DD-483), by horizontal bombers
Oiler Kanawha (AO-1), by horizontal bombers

United States ships damaged:
•
•

Cargo ship Adhara (AK-71), by dive bombers
Oiler Tappahannock (AO-43), by dive bombers
WORLD WAR II

April 9, Friday, 1943: Festmusik für den Trumpetercorps der Stadt Wien by Richard Strauss was performed
for the initial time, from the tower of the Vienna Rathaus under the direction of the composer.
Allied (United States-Great Britain) forces took Kairovan (Qairouan), Tunisia.
The rank of Commodore, United States Navy was reestablished (our problem being, not enough brass).
Japanese planes again attacked in the Solomon Islands, sinking two ships.
Japanese Destroyer Isonami was sunk by US Submarine Tautog, (SS-199) off the Celebes, at 5 degrees
26 minutes South, 123 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 12, Monday, 1943: A massive Japanese air attack on Port Moresby has little strategic effect.
The bodies of 4,100 Polish officers were found in the Katyn Forest, Poland.
The Axis retreat halted at Enfida, south of Tunis. British troops took Sousse, south of Tunis.
WORLD WAR II
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April 18, Sunday, 1943: Trois Chants op.98 for voice and orchestra by Florent Schmitt was performed for the
initial time, in Paris.
On this morning “Operation Vengeance” was put into effect, and Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, Commander in
Chief of the Japanese Combined Fleet, was individually targeted and shot down over Bougainville in the
Solomon Islands.

Having broken the Japanese military code, the US forces had been able to determine the estimated time of
arrival of the flight of planes containing the admiral. It was known to be he who had planned the sneak attack
on the Pearl Harbor naval facility, of December 7th. 9:35AM was vengeance time. Vengeance was ours.
ROMANS 12:19 — Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath: for it is written, Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, said the Lord.
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As the pair of Mitsubishi G4M-1 “Betty” medium bombers, escorted by six A6M “Zero” fighters, carrying the
admiral and his staff, approached Ballalae Island and as several additional fighter planes rose from nearby
Japanese airfields to greet and escort the admiral’s flight into Ballalae, a flight of 16 US Lockheed P-38G
Lightning fighters out of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal to the south, equipped with special long range drop
tanks, was lurking in wait and ready to pounce. Four of the US fighter planes had been designated to be the
killer aircraft that would shoot down the two Bettys, while the other dozen fighter planes had the task of
drawing away the escort of Zero fighters.
Admiral Yamamoto’s Betty crashed on Bougainville and all were killed. Chief of Staff Admiral Matome
Ugaki’s Betty crashed in the water just off the coast, with Admiral Matome as the sole survivor. In the aerial
dogfight, one of the American P-38s had been shot down. Captain Tom Lamphier and 1st Lieutenant Rex
Barber would argue for years in US court, over which one of them deserved military honors as the trigger man
who had brought down these two targeted Japanese staff planes.
WORLD WAR II
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April 19, Monday, 1943: Salute to Sydney, a fanfare for brass by Arnold Bax, was performed for the initial
time, in a BBC Overseas broadcast.
On this Passover day, Jews and Belgian resistance fighters attacked a trainload of deportees from Malines
Camp near Brussels. 220 were killed, but 150 manage to escape (this is the sole time in the entire course of the
war that a train carrying Jews to their deaths was thus intercepted). This was not only Passover, but also the
birthday of Führer Adolf Hitler, and therefore 2,000 German Waffen-SS with tank support entered the Warsaw
Ghetto to liquidate it and its 70,000 remaining Jews. They encountered desperate resistance, and the battle
would go on for 27 days — because the 1,500 resisters had at their disposal 17 rifles plus some Molotov
cocktails.
ANTISEMITISM
The submarine Scorpion (SS-278) laid mines off Kashima Nada, Japan.

The 7,464-ton Italian passenger ship SS Francesco Crispi, being used by the Italian Army as a troop transport
and enroute from Leghorn to Bastia in Corsica, was torpedoed by HMS Saracen off Punta Nere at 42 degrees
46 minutes North, 9 degrees 46 minutes East, and 800 died.
WORLD WAR II
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April 22, Thursday, 1943: A federal court in New Delhi, India decided that the rule under which 8,000
Congress Party members (including Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru) had been
imprisoned had been invalid.
Allied (Great Britain-United States) forces begin the final assault on the German and Italian defenders in
Tunisia.
The Japanese warned that captured American bomber crewmen would receive “One way tickets to hell.”
Japanese aircraft bombed the airfield at Funafuti in the Ellice Islands.
The United States Submarine Grenadier (SS-210) was sunk by enemy air attack and scuttling in the Straits of
Malacca.
WORLD WAR II
April 23, Friday, 1943: Paul Hindemith directed the first of several concerts of early music he would offer
over the following decade, at Yale University.
Japanese Patrol Boat #39 was sunk by US Submarine Seawolf (SS-197) off Formosa, at 23 degrees 45 minutes
North, 122 degrees 45 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Monday, 1943: The USSR broke diplomatic relations with the Polish government in London over
allegations of massacre of Polish officers in the Katyn Forest. Such an allegation could only be false because
the Kremlin would never ever even dream of committing such an act.
Task group of 3 cruiser and 6 destroyers (Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris) bombarded Japanese installations at
Attu, Aleutian Islands.
United States Naval Station, Mers el Kebir, Morocco, was established.
WORLD WAR II
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Fall 1943: Based on responses to questions, at attempt was made to segregate “loyal” Japanese-Americans
from “disloyal.” The “loyal” from the Tule Lake camp would be forwarded to other camps, while the
“disloyal” from the various camps would be sent to Tule Lake, which became denominated a “segregation
center.”

WORLD WAR II

Historical Choice
(written in 1943)
Strong enough to be neutral — as is now proved, now American power
From Australia to the Aleutian fog-seas, and Hawaii to Africa, rides every
wind — we were misguided
By fraud and fear, by our public fools and a loved leader’s ambition,
To meddle in the fever-dreams of decaying Europe. We could have forced
peace, even when France fell; we chose
To make alliance and feed war.
Actum est. There is no returning now.
Two bloody summers from now (I suppose) we shall have to take up the
corrupting burden and curse of victory.
We shall have to hold half the earth: we shall be sick with self-disgust,
And hated by friend and foe, and hold half the earth — or let it go, and go
down with it. Here is a burden
We are not fit for. We are not like Romans and Britons — natural
world-rulers,
Bullies by instinct — but we have to bear it. Who has kissed Fate on the
mouth, and blown out the lamp — must lie with her.
— Robinson Jeffers
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May 8, Saturday, 1943: In a talk to the Congress of Physics in Puebla, Mexico, Dr. Nabor Carrillo predicted
that before the end of the century Mexico City would sink into the earth.
British troops drove into the retreating German and Italian soldiers as they attempted to make a defensive stand
on Cape Bon, Tunisia. All elements of the Luftwaffe in North Africa were removed to Sicily.
German troops surrounded Jewish headquarters in the Warsaw ghetto. As they sealed the building and sent in
gas, the remaining 100 Jewish fighters inside killed each other and themselves.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Destroyers Kuroshiro, Oyashio, and Kagero were sunk by mines and aircraft in the Kula Gulf,
Solomon Islands
WORLD WAR II
May 9, Sunday, 1943: Japanese troops went on a rampage in the city of Changjiao in the Hunan province of
China.
Axis troops in Tunisia surrendered unconditionally.
WORLD WAR II
May 12, Wednesday, 1943: A suite from Alberto Ginastera’s unperformed ballet Estancia was performed for
the initial time, in Buenos Aires.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and the Combined Chiefs of
Staff began a lengthy meeting in Washington DC.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Bizerte, Tunisia, was established.
British planes added 1,000 tons of high explosives to Bochum and presumably that made a difference (in war
so many things are done on faith).
On this day and the following one, the 250,000 German and Italian troops remaining alive in North Africa
would be surrendering to the Allied armies.
US Submarine Steelhead (SS-280) laid mines off Erimo Saki, Japan. US Submarine Pickerel (SS-177) was
presumed to have been sunk somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.
WORLD WAR II
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May 13, Thursday, 1943: The last Axis troops evacuated from North Africa.
Italian Submarine Mocenigo was sunk by US Army aircraft at Cagliari, Sardinia.
WORLD WAR II

Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded the Japanese on Munda and Vila,
Solomon Islands, while minelayers laid mines across northwestern approaches to Kula Gulf.
Two United States naval vessels in the Pacific Ocean were damaged by accidental explosions:
•
•

Light cruiser Nashville (CL-43), Solomon Islands, 8 degrees 28 minutes South, 158 degrees
49 minutes East
Destroyer Nicholas (DD-449), Solomon Islands, 8 degrees 30 minutes South, 158 degrees 1 minute
East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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May 14, Friday, 1943: The Australian hospital ship HMAS Centaur (3,222 tons) was sunk in 170 meters of
water after being set on fire at 4:10AM by a torpedo from Japanese submarine I-177 near Cape Moreton, off
the Queensland coast.

The Centaur had left Sydney harbor on its way to Port Moresby in New Guinea to pick up wounded from the
battles of Buna and Gona. The ship went down in about 3 minutes and 268 died, including 18 doctors, 11
nurses, 193 other medical personnel of the 2/12th Field Ambulance, and 30 crewmen. Of 12 nursing sisters on
board one would remain. Of the 332 on board there were a total of 64 floaters to be picked up by the American
destroyer USS Mugford. (Lieutenant-Commander Hajime Nakagawa of the I-177 would be classified as a war
criminal and would spend 4 years in Sugamo prison for incidents such as shooting at floaters from ships he
had torpedoed. In 1990, HMAS Centaur would be declared a Historic Wreck.)
Japanese troops captured Maungdaw, Burma, on the border with India.
German Submarine U-657 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84) in the North Atlantic, at 60 degrees
10 minutes North, 31 degrees 52 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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May 23, Sunday, 1943: J. Robert Oppenheimer wrote secretly to Enrico Fermi about a plan he and Edward
Teller and General Leslie R. Groves had discussed, to disperse radioactive Strontium-90 over the German
landscape. He wanted the plan to be postponed until “we can poison food sufficient to kill half a million men.”
Fermi, who had perhaps been the one to have initiated this poisoning scheme, would reply that given the leadtimes involved it would be best to get started right away. Edward Teller would speculate that the way to
proceed would be to attack Japan with the radioactivity rather than Germany, poisoning all water supplies of
one of the Japanese islands with Strontium-90, thus forcing the evacuation of the Japanese population of that
island and enabling the US Marines to effect an unopposed landing.
Ezra Pound was fulminating against usury:
The usury system does no nation ... any good whatsoever. It is
an internal peril to him who hath, and it can make no use of
nations in the play of international diplomacy save to breed
strife between them and use the worst as flails against the best.
It is the usurer’s game to hurl the savage against the civilized
opponent. The game is not pretty, it is not a very safe game.
It does no one any credit.
As far as the English were concerned, in Pound’s broadcasts aimed at the British Isles he was warning his
listeners that although Russian-style communist totalitarianism was a threat to British freedom, it was not the
biggest threat Britain faced:
You are threatened. You are threatened by the Russian methods
of administration. Those methods [are not] your sole danger. It
is, in fact, so far from being your sole danger that I have, in
over two years of talk over this radio, possibly never referred
to it before. Usury has gnawed into England since the days of
Elizabeth. First it was mortgages, mortgages on earls’ estates;
usury against the feudal nobility. Then there were attacks on
the common land, filchings of village common pasture. Then there
developed a usury system, an international usury system, from
Cromwell’s time, ever increasing.
In the end, Pound suggested, it would be the big money interests who would really win the war — not any
particular nation-state — and the foundation for future wars would be set in place: “The nomadic parasites will
shift out of London and into Manhattan. And this will be presented under a camouflage of national slogans. It
will be represented as an American victory. It will not be an American victory. The moment is serious. The
moment is also confusing. It is confusing because there are two sets of concurrent phenomena, namely, those
connected with fighting this war, and those which sow seeds for the next one.”
The original band setting of Commando March by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time,
in Convention Hall at Atlantic City.
The battleship New Jersey (BB-62) was commissioned at Philadelphia.
United States naval vessels sunk by the Japanese:
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PT-boat tender Niagara (AGP-1), by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 11 degrees
0 minutes South, 163 degrees 0 minutes East
PT-165 and PT-173, by submarine torpedoes, off New Caledonia, 23 degrees 45 minutes South,
166 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 29, Saturday, 1943: British bombers attacked Wuppertal, engulfing the center of the city in a firestorm.
2,450 civilians were killed, and 118,000 made homeless.
Norman Rockwell’s “Rosie the Riveter” graced the cover of the Saturday Evening Post.
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Japanese forces on Kiska Island initiated a suicide charge. All but 29 were immediately shot down.

Over 3,000 people had to this point died in the campaign for the Aleutians.
Japanese Submarine RO-107 was sunk by submarine chaser SC-669 off the New Hebrides Islands, at 15
degrees 35 minutes South, 167 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 30, Sunday, 1943: Organized Japanese resistance ended on Attu in the Aleutian Islands.
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek replaced Lin Sen as President of China.
Haupsturmführer Dr. Josef Mengele arrived at Auschwitz, where he would conduct bizarre and seemingly
pointless medical experiments, in particular on twins, dwarfs, giants, and other genetic anomalies. Seemingly,
he would be a constant presence on the ramp, participating in the selections. He would be responsible for
selections in the women’s camp and the German who in childhood had been called “Beppo” would in adult
life acquire the nickname “Angel of Death.”
WORLD WAR II
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May 31, Monday, 1943: In East Los Angeles, the “Zoot Suit” riots (basically, between enlisted personnel
stationed at military bases in the area and on liberty, and local Mexican-American young men).
The US submarine Steelhead (SS-280) laid mines off Erimo Saki, Japan.
WORLD WAR II
June 8, Tuesday, 1943: Japanese Battleship Mutsu was destroyed by an accidental magazine explosion in
Hashirajima anchorage, killing 1,121.
800 Jews were deported from Thessaloniki to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Naval Air Facility, Attu, Aleutian Islands, was established.
WORLD WAR II
June 10, Thursday, 1943: The Primavera Quintet for flute, violin, viola, cello and harp op.156 by Charles
Koechlin was performed for the initial time, privately, in Paris.
Hungarian native Laszlo Biro patented the ball point pen in Argentina (Biro had gone to Argentina fleeing the
Nazis).
Issuance of the “pointblank” directive to improve Allied bombing accuracy.
Germans wounded and almost captured Yugoslav resistance leader Josip Broz “Tito.”
George Smith Patton, Jr., promoted to a temporary battlefield rank of Lieutenant General, was given the
command of Seventh Army. On this day his soldiers landed along the southern coast of Sicily.
Japanese submarine I-9 was sunk by submarine chaser PC-487 in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands area,
53 degrees 16 minutes North, 174 degrees 24 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
June 13, Sunday, 1943: The 165-foot US Coast Guard cutter Escanaba (PG-77) was escorting a convoy to
Newfoundland when at 5:10AM it was torpedoed by a German submarine and sank off Ivigtut, Greenland,
60 degrees 50 minutes North, 52 degrees 0 minutes West in just over 3 minutes. 103 died. There were
2 floaters.
The Italian garrison on Linosa Island surrendered.
Japanese Submarine I-31 was sunk by US Destroyer Frazier (DD-607) in the Aleutian Islands, at 52 degrees
8 minutes North, 177 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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June 16, Wednesday, 1943: Passacaglia and Fugue op.34 for band by Wallingford Riegger was performed for
the initial time, in New York City.
Berlin was declared free of Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Martial law was declared in Beaumont, Texas after race riots killed two and injured eleven.
Japanese aircraft attacked US ships at Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands and a large number of these attackers
were shot down. The following United States naval vessels were damaged by dive bombers:
•
•

LST340, 9 degrees 26 minutes South, 160 degrees 5 minutes East
Cargo ship Celeno (AK-76), 9 degrees 24 minutes South, 160 degrees 2 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 22, Tuesday, 1943: An orchestral arrangement of four dance episodes from Aaron Copland’s ballet
Rodeo was performed completely for the initial time, in New York.
1,300 people (85% of them black) remain under arrest in Detroit from last night’s race riot. 34 detainees
(all of them black) would be sentenced to 90-day terms.
American troops (all of them white) landed on Woodlark Island in the Trobriand group off Papua.
United States Submarine Chaser SC-751 became grounded and sank at 21 degrees 56 minutes South,
113 degrees 53 minutes East.
United States Landing Ship – Tanks LST33 and LST387 were damaged by submarine torpedoes off
North Africa, at 36 degrees 59 minutes North, 4 degrees 2 minutes East.
Japanese Submarine I-7 was sunk by US Destroyer Monaghan (DD-354) near the Aleutian Islands,
at 51 degrees 49 minutes North, 177 degrees 20 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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June 23, Wednesday, 1943: Incidental music to Kron’s play Detailed Reconnaissance by Aram Khachaturian
was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
Prelude and Fugue for strings op.29 by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall,
London.
American troops land on Kiriwina Island in the Trobriand group off Papua.
Elections in Ireland resulted in gains by smaller parties at the expense of the ruling Fianna Fáil and official
opposition Fine Gael. Fianna Fáil would constitute a minority government.
United States Cargo Ships Aludra (AK-72) and Deimos (AK-78) were sunk by Japanese submarine torpedoes
in the Solomon Islands, at 11 degrees 26 minutes South, 162 degrees 1 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
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June 30, Wednesday, 1943: La vita è sogno, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero to his own words after
Calderón, was performed for the initial time, in the Opernhaus of Breslau.
In San Francisco, Gene Krupa was found guilty of using a minor to transport marijuana (he would be sentenced
to one to six years in prison).
Elimination of the “CCC” Civilian Conservation Corps.
Confusion over blackout warning signals in Ticonderoga, New York resulted in air raid wardens, auxiliary
firemen, and police officers being called out in error.
Beginning shortly before midnight on 29 June, 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill)
bombarded Vila-Stanmore on Kolombangara and Buin-Shortland, Bougainville, Solomon Islands; mines were
laid of Shortland Harbor, Bougainville.
Third Fleet Amphibious Force (Rear Admiral R.K. Turner) supported by land-based aircraft (Vice Admiral
A.W. Fitch) landed US Marines and Army troops on Rendova and other islands in the New Georgia area,
Solomon Islands.
Naval vessels on hand (all types)...18,493
Personnel:
•
•
•
•

Navy........1,741,750
Marine Corps.....310,994
Coast Guard......154,976
Total personnel...2,207,720

United States Attack Transport Mccawley (APA-4) was damaged by Japanese submarine torpedo and sunk by
United States Motor Torpedo Boat near New Georgia, Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees 25 minutes South,
157 degrees 28 minutes West. United States Coast Guard Cutter #83421 was sunk by collision en route to
Miami, Florida. United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

High speed minesweeper Zane (DMS-14), by grounding, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees
30 minutes South, 157 degrees 25 minutes East
Submarine chaser SC-1330, by collision with Coast Guard cutter, en route to Miami, Florida
WORLD WAR II
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July 1, Thursday, 1943: All Jews in Greater Germany were ordered to immediately surrender to the Gestapo.
ANTISEMITISM
Institution of the “WAC” Women’s Army Corps.
US Submarine Gar (SS-206) landed certain personnel on south coast of Timor, Netherlands East Indies.
United States Operating Base, Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, was established.Japanese Submarine RO-101
was sunk by US Destroyer Radford (DD-446) in the Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees 39 minutes South,
157 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
July 2, Friday, 1943: Japanese cruiser, destroyers, and aircraft attacked Rendova, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels lost:
•

PT-153 and PT-158, by grounding, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 20 minutes South, 157 degrees
15 minutes East, beached and abandoned
WORLD WAR II

July 5, Monday, 1943: Under Heinrich Himmler’s orders, the Sobibor extermination camp became a mere
concentration camp.
ANTISEMITISM
At 1:10AM the Red Army opened up with an artillery barrage and at 3:30AM the German army began its final
offensive against the Kursk salient. This would become the largest tank battle in this history of human warfare
and a perpetual inspiration for generations of war-game hobbyists. Combined forces equalled 2,000,000 men,
6,000 tanks, and 5,000 planes.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded Vila, Kolombangara, and Bairoko Harbor,
New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
An Allied invasion fleet set sail for Sicily.
US Marines and Army troops landed at Rice Anchorage, New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
United States Destroyer Strong (DD-467) was sunk by a Japanese submarine torpedo in the Solomon Islands,
at 8 degrees 5 minutes South, 157 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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July 6, Tuesday, 1943: At Kursk, the Germans who were still alive gained 10 kilometers in the north,
16 kilometers in the south.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral R.C. Giffen) bombarded Kiska, Aleutian Islands.
Battle of Kula Gulf was fought in the darkness 10 miles north of Kolombangara in New Georgia, 7 degrees
46 minutes South, 157 degrees 11 minutes East as a task group consisting of 3 cruisers and 4 destroyers (Rear
Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) engaged 10 Japanese destroyers carrying troops and supplies to Kolombangara,
Solomon Islands. The 13,327-ton American light cruiser USS Helena (CL-50) was struck by 3 torpedoes from
Japanese destroyers. It jackknifed and sank. 186 died.218
702 floaters were picked up by other US warships. (Many of them would later serve on the USS Houston.)
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Niizuki, by naval gunfire, Kula Gulf, Solomon Islands area
Destroyer Nagatsuki, grounded and abandoned, Kula Gulf, Solomon Islands area
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

July 7, Wednesday, 1943: In a speech at Gambir, Batavia (Jakarta), Prime Minister Hideki Tojo of Japan
promised limited self-government for the Indonesians.
The German advance at Kursk was slowed to a crawl in the north (they almost achieved a breakthrough in the
south, but the Soviets held the line).
German Submarine U-951 was sunk by US Army aircraft in the eastern Atlantic, at 37 degrees 40 minutes
North, 15 degrees 30 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
218. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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July 9, Friday, 1943: US destroyers bombarded Munda, New Georgia, Solomon Islands against strong
Japanese resistance.
The US submarine Thresher (SS-200) landed personnel, stores, and ammunition on the west coast of Negros,
Philippine Islands.
German submarine sunk: U-590, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-94), mouth of Amazon River, Brazil, 3
degrees 22 minutes North, 48 degrees 38 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 12, Monday, 1943: Christie McVie, Fleetwood Mac rocker (“Got A Hold on Me”), was born on
Henry Thoreau’s birthday.
There was a tank battle at Prochorowka in the battle for Kursk, south of the city, in which the Russians beat
the Germans and about 12,000 were killed. One of the sides lost some 300 tanks, the other somewhat more.
British forces captured Lentini and Augusta, Sicily.
Germans killed all 200 citizens of Michniow, Poland.
Cruisers and destroyers under Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill bombarded Munda, New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
German Submarine U-506 was sunk by US Army aircraft near Portugal, at 42 degrees 30 minutes North,
16 degrees 30 minutes West.
Japanese Submarine I-25 was sunk by US Destroyer Taylor (DD-468) in the Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees
0 minutes South, 157 degrees 19 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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July 13, Tuesday, 1943: In an interview broadcast over KFAC Los Angeles, Leopold Stokowski termed Duke
Ellington “one of America’s outstanding artists.”
Stanislaw Mikolajczyk replaced Wladyslaw Sikorski as president of the Polish government-in-exile.
Germans executed 48 residents of Sikory Tomkowieta near Bialystok for non-delivery of the agricultural
produce required of each village.
The Battle of Kolombangara was fought in the darkness off Kolombangara, Solomon Islands, as a task force,
consisting of 3 cruisers and 10 destroyers (Rear Admiral W. L. Ainsworth), engaged a Japanese cruiser and 5
destroyers escorting destroyer transports. One United States destroyer was sunk; two United States cruisers,
one New Zealand cruiser and two United States destroyers were damaged. One Japanese cruiser was sunk.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Gela, Sicily, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Gwin (DD-433), damaged by destroyer torpedo, Battle of Kolombangara, Solomon
Islands, and scuttled by United States forces, 7 degrees 41 minutes South, 157 degrees 27 minutes
East

United States naval vessels damaged, Battle of Kolombangara, Solomon Islands:
•
•
•

Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48), by destroyer torpedo, 7 degrees 31 minutes South, 157 degrees
19 minutes East
Light cruiser ST Louis (CL-49), by destroyer torpedo, 7 degrees 37 minutes South, 157 degrees
16 minutes East
Destroyers Woodworth (DD-460), and Buchanan (DD-484), by collision, 7 degrees 40 minutes
South, 157degrees 14 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Light cruiser Jintsu, by cruiser gunfire and destroyer torpedo, Battle of Kolombangara, Solomon
Islands, 7 degrees 38 minutes South, 157 degrees 6 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

U-487, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Core (CVE-13), North Atlantic area, 27 degrees
15 minutes North, 34 degrees 18 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

July 17, Saturday, 1943: Two Madrigals for chorus to words of Thomas and Hopkins were performed for the
initial time, at Morley College in London (the composer, Michael Tippett, happened at that time to be in
residence at the Wormwood Scrubs prison).
Americans captured Agrigento and Porto Empedocle on the island of Sicily in the Mediterranean.
Naval and Army aircraft attacked Japanese shipping at Buin, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. The Japanese
Destroyer Hatsuyuki was sunk by US naval land-based aircraft in that vicinity.
WORLD WAR II
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July 18, Sunday, 1943: 200 Jewish slave laborers were killed in Miedzyrec Podlaski, Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
US Naval and Army aircraft attacked the Buin-Kahile area, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
United States Landing Ship – Tank LST342 was sunk by a Japanese submarine torpedo in the Solomon Islands,
at 9 degrees 3 minutes South, 158 degrees 11 minutes East.
US Naval Airship K-74 was shot down by a German submarine in the Florida Straits (this would be the only
US naval airship lost to enemy action).
American troops captured Caltanisetta, Sicily while the Canadians took Valguarnerna. United States
Submarine Chaser PC-562 was damaged by a mine in the vicinity of Sicily, at 37 degrees 10 minutes North,
12 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 19/20, 1943: The Japanese troop transport IJN Kiyonami, the one which had helped in sinking the USS
Gwin, was rescuing the crew of a sinking destroyer, the IJN Yugure, 40 miles northwest of Kolombangra,
when it was spotted and sunk by American B-25 bombers. 468 died. There were to be no survivors either from
the Yugure or from the Kiyonami.
WORLD WAR II
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July 20, Tuesday, 1943: 500 Jewish slave laborers were killed in Czestochowa, Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops captured Mtsensk, northeast of Orel.
American troops captured Menfi on the island of Sicily in the Mediterranean, while the Canadians took Enna.
Land-based aircraft attack Japanese ships south of Choiseul Island, Solomon Islands; two enemy destroyers
were sunk.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine Runner (SS-275), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
PT-166, by strafing, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 15 minutes South, 156 degrees 53 minutes
East

Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyers Kiyonami and Yugure, by Naval and Army aircraft, off Vella Lavella,
Solomon Islands
German submarine sunk: U-588, by Army aircraft, Bay of Biscay, 45 degrees 10 minutes North, 9 degrees
42 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 22, Thursday, 1943: Cutting off 50,000 Italian soldiers, the American forces under acting Lieutenant
General George Smith Patton, Jr. captured Palermo, Sicily.
A naval task force consisting of 2 battleships, 5 cruisers, and 9 destroyers under Rear Admirals R.C. Giffen
and R.M. Griffin bombarded the Kiska area in the Aleutian Islands.
The Japanese seaplane tender Nisshin was sunk by naval land-based aircraft off the island of New Georgia in
the Solomon Islands, 6 degrees 33 minutes South, 156 degrees 10 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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July 24, Saturday, 1943: American troops captured Cefalu, Sicily. The Fascist Grand Council asks King
Vittorio Emmanuele to assume “effective command” of the Italian armed forces.
In “Operation Gomorrah,” Air Marshall Arthur Harris ordered further Royal Air Force bombing of Hamburg.
2,300 tons of high explosives would eliminate 1,500 German civilians — which would be what, approximately
a ton and a half per fatality?

The US submarine Tinosa fired a total of fifteen proximity-fused torpedoes at one of Japan’s largest tankers,
the Tonan Maru that was carrying petroleum to the island of Truck, and managed to hit it eleven times.
Ten of the eleven hits did not result in explosions, because of the Mark 14 proximity fuses provided by
the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island. The Japanese tanker did not sink.
The main reason why the Mark 14 went so seriously wrong was that
the torpedo station, short on budget and long on optimism,
barely tested it. The few tests they ran were not of production
weapons under simulated wartime conditions. In all the years of
development before the war the Newport Torpedo Station fired a
grand total of two armed torpedoes at a vessel, which was moored
at the time.... Before the Mark 14 torpedo failures, the Newport
Torpedo Station was the country’s only torpedo development
center, which is just the way Rhode Island politicians wanted
it; but after the war the station was shut down and then razed
for hotels and condominiums.
MARY DYER
GOAT ISLAND
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German Submarine U-622 was sunk by US Army aircraft, off Norway, at 63 degrees 27 minutes North, 10
degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
July 25, Sunday, 1943: In Italy, the Gran Consiglio del Fascismo withdrew its support of Prime Minister
Benito Mussolini. King Vittorio Emanuele III dismissed him and he was placed under arrest and power passed
to the Maresciallo d’Italia, General Pietro Badoglio. The Fascist party was dissolved. After a broadcast concert
by the NBC Symphony Orchestra in New York, an announcement of Mussolini’s fall was made in the hall and
over the radio. The conductor, Arturo Toscanini, came back on stage, folded his hands, and looked upward,
seemingly giving thanks to God. The audience responded with loud demonstrations of support and glee.
Posters would appear on the sign boards of La Scala in Milan: “Evviva Toscanini,” “Ritorni Toscanini.”
Destroyers and aircraft struck Japanese positions at Munda, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
July 27, Tuesday, 1943: Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-24, by submarine Scamp (SS-277), off Admiralty Islands, 2 degrees 50 minutes South,
149 degrees 1 minute East
Minelayer Hirashima, by submarine Sawfish (SS-276), off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 32 minutes
North, 127 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 28, Wednesday, 1943: The Japanese completed evacuation of Kiska, Aleutian Islands, without detection
by United States forces.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyers Ariake and Mikazuki, by Army bombers, New Britain area
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-359, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-32), West Indies area, 15 degrees 57 minutes North,
68 degrees 30 minutes West
U-404, by United States Army and British aircraft, Bay of Biscay, 45 degrees 53 minutes North,
9 degrees 23 minutes West
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United States Naval Operating Base, Palermo, Sicily was established.
As more of “Operation Gomorrah,” Royal Air Force bombers dropped 2,326 tons of high explosives upon
Hamburg and managed to achieve, for the 1st time, a “firestorm” with hurricane-force winds capable even of
toppling trees. In eight hours of conflagration 35,000 residential buildings over 2,100 hectares of city surface
were destroyed and 42,000 civilians incinerated — more German civilian deaths in a single night in this single
municipality than the grand total of all civilian deaths over the entirety of the British Isles during the entire
Blitz! Wow, what an enormous accomplishment! Downtown vengeance bigtime! Almost like but not exactly
like the following illustration:219
WORLD WAR II

August 1, Sunday, 1943: When an African-American soldier was shot by a white policeman, and an AfricanAmerican woman arrested at the Hotel Braddock in New York City, a 3-day riot consumed West Harlem. There
would be five deaths, 500 injuries, 500 arrests, and $5,000,000 worth of property damage.
American B-24 Liberator bombers from Benghazi destroyed 40% of the oil refinery capability of Ploieşti,
Romania (54 out of 177 bombers were lost during this raid). Hey, finally, a legitimate military target rather
than endless mere terrorization of civilians!
Army aircraft initiated daily bombings of Kiska, Aleutian Islands.
Naval Station, Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, was established.
United States naval vessels:
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•
•
•
•
•

PT-117, by dive bomber, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 24 minutes South, 157 degrees
19 minutes East (beached and abandoned)
PT-164, by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 25 minutes South, 157 degrees
20 minutes East (sunk)
Minesweeper Skill (AM-115), by horizontal bomber, in the vicinity of Sicily (damaged)
Submarine Mingo (SS-261) bombarded Sorol Island, Caroline Islands
Motor torpedo boats attacked Japanese destroyers near Rendova, Solomon Islands

As Japanese military administration was withdrawn, Burma (Myanmar) declared itself independent (its new
self-government immediately declared war upon Great Britain and upon the United States of America).
When President Lin Sen of China died in Chungking he was replaced ad interim by Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek.
Italy repealed all the anti-Jewish regulations of the previous government. 12,000 Jews under detention were
immediately released.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

219. Freeman J. Dyson would report later that: “For a week after I arrived at the ORS [Operational Research Section of the British
Royal Air Force’s Bomber Command, in a forest in Buckinghamshire], the attacks on Hamburg continued. The second, on July 27,
raised a firestorm that devastated the central part of the city and killed about 40,000 people.

We succeeded in raising firestorms only twice, once in Hamburg and once more in Dresden in 1945, where between 25,000 and
60,000 people perished (the numbers are still debated). The Germans had good air raid shelters and warning systems and did what
they were told. As a result, only a few thousand people were killed in a typical major attack. But when there was a firestorm, people
were asphyxiated or roasted inside their shelters, and the number killed was more than 10 times greater. Every time Bomber
Command attacked a city, we were trying to raise a firestorm, but we never learnt why we so seldom succeeded. Probably a firestorm
could happen only when three things occurred together: first, a high concentration of old buildings at the target site; second, an
attack with a high density of incendiary bombs in the target’s central area; and, third, an atmospheric instability. When the
combination of these three things was just right, the flames and the winds produced a blazing hurricane. The same thing happened
one night in Tokyo in March 1945 and once more at Hiroshima the following August. The Tokyo firestorm was the biggest, killing
perhaps 100,000 people.”
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August 2, Monday, 1943: The Jewish slave laborers at Treblinka death camp revolted. More than 500 of the
700 of them were killed immediately by S.S. and Ukranian guards, but in the process about 150 escaped. Of
these, many would get hunted down but others would manage to get away, often through the courageous
assistance of Polish civilians.
ANTISEMITISM
During this month the New York Times would make a passing mention of the fact that the death toll of
European Jews stood already at some 3,000,000 persons and was still rising (this incidental factoid did not
seem to have much, if anything, to do with the war).
Canadian troops captured Regalbuto, Sicily.
A naval task groups consisting of 2 battleships, 5 cruisers, and 9 destroyers (Rear Admirals H.F. Kingman and
W.D. Baker) bombarded Kiska, Aleutian Islands. Kiska would be bombarded 10 times between this date and
15 August, although it is entirely unclear what it was supposed that such a bombardment would accomplish.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-109 sank after a collision with an enemy destroyer in the Solomon
Islands, at 8 degrees 3 minutes South, 156 degrees 58 minutes East (the skipper of this PT boat was John
Fitzgerald Kennedy).
Japanese Torpedo Boats #112 and #113 were sunk by US Army aircraft near Lae, New Guinea.
German Submarine U-706 was sunk by US Army aircraft in the eastern Atlantic, at 46 degrees 15 minutes
North, 10 degrees 25 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
August 6, Friday, 1943: Battle of Vella Gulf, off Kolombangara, Solomon Islands, 7 degrees 50 minutes
South, 156 degrees 47 minutes East, was joined shortly before midnight. Four Japanese destroyers attempting
to bring troops and supplies to Kolombangara Island of the Solomon Islands, were attacked by six destroyers
(Commander F. Moosbrugger). Three destroyers were sunk (the Kawakaze, and then in the early minutes of
August 7th, the Hagikaze and Arashi) and one damaged, while the US force remained intact. 1,500 people
were killed.
Soviet troops took Zolochev, northwest of Kharkov.
American forces captured Troina, Sicily. United States Landing Ship – Tank LST3 was damaged by a
horizontal bomber in the vicinity of Sicily, at 38 degrees 1 minutes North, 14 degrees 20 minutes East
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German Submarine U-615 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VB-130, VP-204, VP-205) and Army
aircraft in the Caribbean, at 12 degrees 38 minutes North, 64 degrees 15 minutes West.
The Liberty Ship Fort Halkett (named in honor of Canada’s John Wedderburn Halkett), with a load of military
cargo delivered to the coast of Algeria, that had sailed toward Rio de Janeiro, in the South Atlantic east of
Recife and southeast of Pernambuco, was intercepted by German Submarine U-185 and torpedoed with the
loss of its crew of 29.

WORLD WAR II
August 13, Friday, 1943: Piano Sonata no.3 op.22 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time,
in Colorado Springs, by the composer.
Japanese aircraft attacked shipping at Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
Rome was declared to be an “open city.”
Soviet troops took Spas-Demensk, southeast of Smolensk.
American and British forces captured Randazzo, Sicily.
In the first air raid over Austria, American planes bombed Wiener Neustadt.
Argentina claimed Antarctica between 25° W and 74° W.
United States Attack Transport John Penn (APA-23) was sunk by aircraft in the vicinity of Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands, at 9 degrees 23 minutes South, 160 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 14, Saturday, 1943: In Paramythia-Parga region of Greece, 80 partisans were killed in punishment for
the death of one German soldier.
Over the last two weeks, approximately 1,000 labor leaders had been arrested in Argentina as part of the
military government’s crackdown, on “communists.”
Japanese Auxiliary Submarine Chaser #109 was sunk by US Submarine Finback (SS-230) on the east coast of
the Celebes, at 3 degrees 1 minute South, 125 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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August 15, Sunday, 1943: Soviet troops took Karachev, southeast of Bryansk.
British forces captured Taormina, Sicily.
34,000 American and Canadian troops landed on Kiska to discover that the island had been abandoned by the
Japanese.
3rd Amphibious Force (Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson) landed Naval, Marine, and Army personnel at Vella
Lavella, Solomon Islands. This landing by-passed enemy position on Kolombangara, Solomon Islands. Naval
task force under Commander North Pacific Force (Vice Admiral T.C. Kinkaid) landed United States Army and
Canadian troops at Kiska, Aleutian Islands. Kiska was found to have been evacuated by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
August 18, Wednesday, 1943: On his 50th birthday, the BBC broadcasts a 30-minute special program on
Ernest MacMillan, whom they termed “one of the ten outstanding musicians of the empire.”
The last shipment of Jews from Thessaloniki arrived in Auschwitz — since March 5th, 48,533 had been
processed.
ANTISEMITISM
United States cruiser and destroyer force shelled Gioia Taura and Palmi on the Italian mainland.
Task group composed of 4 destroyers (Captain T.J. Ryan) engaged 4 Japanese destroyers escorting landing
barges north of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, St. Mawes, Cornwall, England, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST396, by accidental explosion, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 18 minutes
South, 156 degrees 55 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Abner Read (DD-526), by mine, Aleutian area, 52 degrees 1
minute North, 177 degrees 26 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Auxiliary submarine chasers Numbers 5 and 12, by surface craft, Vella Lavella
Island, Solomon Islands area
WORLD WAR II
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August 19, Thursday, 1943: Luftwaffe Chief of Staff General Hans Jeschonnek killed himself after being
criticized about the raids on Peenemünde and Schweinfurt.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt met at Québec.
Japanese Submarine I-17 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-57), and by a New Zealand naval vessel,
off eastern Australia, at 23 degrees 26 minutes South, 166 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 25, Wednesday, 1943: Leonard Bernstein met the new music director of the New York Philharmonic,
Artur Rodzinski, at his summer home in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Rodzinski told Bernstein that last year
he had seen him conduct the Tanglewood student orchestra and had been so impressed, that he now offered
Bernstein the post of assistant conductor in New York. this was Bernstein’s 25th birthday.
American troops wiped out the last Japanese resistance on New Georgia at Bairoko.
Soviet troops captured Akhtyrka, northwest of Kharkov.
The Belgian government-in-exile recognized the French Committee of National Liberation in Algiers.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Light minelayers Montgomery (DM-17) and Preble (DM-20), by collision, Solomon Islands area,
9 degrees 1 minute South, 159 degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

Submarine I-178, by destroyer Patterson (DD-392), South Pacific area, 12 degrees 57 minutes
South, 164 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 2, Thursday, 1943: After nearly a year and a half of training, the 100th Infantry Battalion, an allNisei unit from the Hawaiian Islands, landed in Oran, North Africa. They would be joined there by the 442nd
in June 1944. Together, they would go on to compile an extraordinary war record, suffering the highest
casualties (like the black units we so easily sacrificed during the US Civil War) while maintaining very low
desertion rates (there was no-place to flee to except back to their concentration camp), winning numerous unit
and individual citations.
The Red Army captured Lisichansk and Kommunarsk, east of Dnepropetrovsk, as well as the important
railroad junction of Sumy, east of Kiev.
Wilhelm Frick became the fourth Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia.
US Submarine Bowfin (SS-287) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from Binuni Point,
Mindanao, in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese Frigate Mutsure was sunk by US Submarine Snapper (SS-185) in the Caroline Islands, at 8 degrees
40 minutes North, 151 degrees 31 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 3, Friday, 1943: At 4:30AM, British and Canadian troops under Field Marshal Bernard L.
Montgomery, with naval and air support, crossed the Straits of Messina onto the continental mainland north
of Reggio di Calabria. They would go on to take Reggio, San Giovanni, Mélito, and Bagnara. Near Siracuse,
Italy was secretly signing an armistice with the Allies.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Pursuant to the terms of said agreement, there were no Italian troops interfering with said landings.
Japanese Submarine I-168 was sunk by destroyer Ellet (DD-398) in the South Pacific, at 13 degrees 10 minutes
South, 165 degrees 28 minutes East.
300 British bombers were dropping 965 tons of high explosives on Berlin, killing 476 persons, which is a kill
rate of better than one civilian per two tons of military ordinance. On this night in Antwerp and Brussels, large
numbers of Jews would be being rounded up for delivery to the efficient poison gas showers of Auschwitz,
where the Germans were able to produce a kill rate of better than one civilian per ounce of I.G. Farben
industrial Zyklon-B chemical.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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September 4, Saturday, 1943: Interlude for viola and piano by Walter Piston was performed for the initial
time, in New York.
United States naval force (Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey) landed Australian troops on a peninsula in the Huon
Gulf near Lae, on the northeast coast of the island of New Guinea.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Conyngham (DD-371) by Japanese dive bomber, eastern New Guinea at 7 degrees 28
minutes South, 147 degrees 44 minutes East
LST471 and LST473, by Japanese torpedo and dive bombers, eastern New Guinea at 7 degrees
45 minutes South, 148 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

September 7, Tuesday, 1943: Dança da terra for chorus and percussion by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed
for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro, and was conducted by the composer.
At the Plötzensee penitentiary of Berlin, a concert pianist was hanged — Karlrobert Kreiten had listened to
the BBC and mentioned this to his landlady.
Japanese aircraft bombed Nanumea in the Ellice Islands.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boats PT-118 and PT-172, damaged by grounding in the Solomon Islands at
7 degrees 34 minutes South, 165 degrees 35 minutes East, were sunk by United States forces.
WORLD WAR II
September 9, Thursday, 1943: Soviet troops took Bakhmach, northeast of Kiev.
Petar Dimitrov Gabrovski replaced Bogdan Dimitrov Filov as Prime Minister of Bulgaria.
Under protection of the Western Naval Task Force (Vice Admiral H.K. Hewitt, USN), the Allied 5th Army
(Lieutenant General M.W. Clark, USA) made up of British and American forces landed at five places near
Salerno, southeast of Naples, and at Taranto, east of Naples.
Some Italian troops in Yugoslavia were disarmed by local partisans. Without leadership, a number of
components of the Italian army surrendered to the Germans. For instance, the Italian troops in Athens were
disarmed and taken to Germany. The Italian royal family and senior members of the government, including
Prime Minister Badoglio, escaped by sea from Rome. The Italian surrender had just been signed and their
former ally, Germany, had become their nemesis. The Italian 41,650-ton battleship RN Roma, flagship of
Admiral Carlo Bertgamini, had set sail for Malta from its base at La Spezia with orders to join the British fleet,
and was off the coast of Sardinia when Dornier 217 K11 Luftwaffe planes from the Istres airstrip near
Marseille came overhead. The gun-crews, supposing them to be British, held their fire. The battleship took
direct hits from a couple of radio-guided “Fritz-X” 320-kilo bombs (1,386 such devices were manufactured
during the war). The Roma capsized, broke apart, and sank at 16:12 hours. The Admiral, 86 other officers, and
1,264 crewmen died.220
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(In the Mediterranean theatre alone, a total of 28,937 Italian sailors would die.)
United States Tug Nauset (AT-89) was sunk during the Italian landings by a dive bomber at 40 degrees 38
minutes North, 14 degrees 38 minutes East. United States naval vessels damaged in the Italian landings:
•
•

LST336, LST375, and LST385, by coastal defense batteries, and LST386, by mine, 40 degrees
40 minutes North, 14 degrees 44 minutes East
LST389, by coastal defense batteries, 40 degrees 22 minutes North, 14 degrees 59 minutes East

Japanese Submarine I-182 was sunk by US Submarine Trout (SS-202) in the Philippine Islands, at 10 degrees
33 minutes North, 125 degrees 31 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

220. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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September 11, Saturday, 1943: Japanese Minesweeper #16 was sunk by aircraft in the Southwest Pacific.
Australian forces entered Salamaua, Northeast New Guinea.

The Italian fleet surrendered to the Allies. British troops took Brindisi on the Adriatic and Catanzaro in
Calabria. French forces occupied Ajaccio, Corsica.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered his Germans to execute any Italian officer they happened to capture. Naughty,
naughty, there were to be no Geneva Convention protections for these people who had betrayed him! The
Italian defenders of Rome signed a truce giving the Germans free reign in the city. Italians on Rhodes surrender
to the Germans. German troops occupied Florence and Luigi Dallapiccola, whose wife was Jewish, took
refuge at the villa of a friend north of Fiesole — there he would complete “Sex Carmina Alcaei.”
Only hours after leaving Salerno harbor, while screening some empty transport ships that were being returned
to Oran after the Allied invasion of Italy at Salerno, a lookout aboard the USS Rowan sighted the wake of a
torpedo that was heading toward the ship. This one went by — but then the ship was struck on its port quarter
by another torpedo, and it caused the ship’s 5-inch magazine to explode. The ship went under in 40 seconds,
leaving 75 floaters to be picked up by the destroyer Bristol. 202 had died. (The Bristol itself would be
torpedoed a month later by the U-boat U371 and would sink off Cape Bougaroun, Algeria with 52 dead.)
A German U-boat laid mines off Charleston, South Carolina.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Rowan (SS-405), by torpedo from surface craft, Italian area, 40 degrees 7 minutes North,
14 degrees 18 minutes East
Tug Navajo (AT-64), by explosion, east of the New Hebrides Islands

United States naval vessels damaged n Italian landings:
•
•

Light cruiser Philadelphia (CL-41), by radio controlled bomb, 40 degrees 24 minutes North,
14 degrees 51 minutes East
Light cruiser Savannah (CL-42), by radio controlled bomb, 40 degrees 21 minutes North,
14 degrees 55 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 12, Sunday, 1943: Germans on Capri surrendered without resistance. British troops took Crotone,
Calabria while Germans counterattacked at Salerno. A band of 100 German paratrooper commandos led by
S.S. Captain Otto Skorzeny forced its way into a hotel near the summit of Gran Sasso in the Apennines and
rescued Benito Mussolini. “Do what we want and nobody gets hurt” (they would fly him to Vienna, Austria).
Australian troops complete their conquest of Salamaua, Northeast New Guinea. United States Landing Ship –
Tank LST455 was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the vicinity of eastern New Guinea, at 8 degrees 59
minutes South, 149 degrees 10 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 15, Wednesday, 1943: The Red Army took Nezhin, northeast of Kiev.
German forces began to pull back from the fighting at Salerno.
Fascist radio announced that Benito Mussolini has taken control of Italian fascism and would reconstitute a
government in Salò on Lake Garda, east of Milan.
Fleet Air Wing 17 was commissioned in Brisbane, Australia, for operations in southwestern Pacific area.
Japanese Submarine RO-103 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-23) and destroyer Saufley (DD-465)
in the Solomon Islands, at 10 degrees 57 minutes South, 163 degrees 56 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 26, Sunday, 1943: Chorale for Organ and Brass by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time,
in Germanic (now Busch-Reisinger) Museum, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
United States Naval Operating Facility, Natal, Brazil, was established.
Japanese Motor Torpedo Boat Kasasagi was sunk by US Submarine Bluefish (SS-222) in the Netherlands East
Indies, at 5 degrees 50 minutes South, 121 degrees 57 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 28, Tuesday, 1943: The latest and greatest roundup of Jews in Amsterdam forwarded 2,000 toward
Bergen-Belsen or Theresienstadt.
ANTISEMITISM
Freedom Morning for chorus and orchestra by Marc Blitzstein to Negro spirituals was performed for the initial
time in London, conducted by Hugo Weisgall (this was the first time an all-Black chorus was allowed to
perform in Royal Albert Hall).
Allied troops captured Foggia in Apulia.
American forces captured Teora, east of Naples.
US Submarine Grouper (SS-214) landed personnel and supplies on south coast of New Britain.
United States Salvage Vessel Brant (ARS-32) was damaged in a collision in Italian waters, at 40 degrees 30
minutes North, 14 degrees 40 minutes East.
Japanese Minelayer Boko was sunk by aircraft off New Britain.
WORLD WAR II
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Fall 1943: Based on responses to questions, at attempt was made to segregate “loyal” Japanese-Americans
from “disloyal.” The “loyal” from the Tule Lake camp would be forwarded to other camps, while the
“disloyal” from the various camps would be sent to Tule Lake, which became denominated a “segregation
center.”

WORLD WAR II

Historical Choice
(written in 1943)
Strong enough to be neutral — as is now proved, now American power
From Australia to the Aleutian fog-seas, and Hawaii to Africa, rides every
wind — we were misguided
By fraud and fear, by our public fools and a loved leader’s ambition,
To meddle in the fever-dreams of decaying Europe. We could have forced
peace, even when France fell; we chose
To make alliance and feed war.
Actum est. There is no returning now.
Two bloody summers from now (I suppose) we shall have to take up the
corrupting burden and curse of victory.
We shall have to hold half the earth: we shall be sick with self-disgust,
And hated by friend and foe, and hold half the earth — or let it go, and go
down with it. Here is a burden
We are not fit for. We are not like Romans and Britons — natural
world-rulers,
Bullies by instinct — but we have to bear it. Who has kissed Fate on the
mouth, and blown out the lamp — must lie with her.
— Robinson Jeffers
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October 1943: The Kenedy Alien Detention Camp was at its peak of operation in Texas, processing 1,168
Germans, 705 Japanese, 72 Italians, and 62 others such as Rumanians, Hungarians, Bulgarians, Swedes, Finns,
Russians, and Koreans. The sum total for this camp would be more than 3,500, with between 700 and 1,200
detainees inside its barbed wire perimeter at any given time.

The State Department negotiated with the Axis powers to exchange enemy aliens on a one-for-one basis, using
Lisbon, Portugal as the neutral port of exchange. Various consignments of detainees would be loaded aboard
the SS Gripsholm chartered by the Swedish government, the SS Drotningholm chartered by the Swiss
government, and the Serpa Pinta of unknown registration. By the end of 1943 a total of 975 internees would
have been used in prisoner exchanges.
WORLD WAR II
October 1, Friday, 1943: In Denmark, Jews were removed to concentration camps.
ANTISEMITISM
Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Richard Milhous Nixon received an appointment as a Lieutenant in the US Naval
Reserve.
Archibald Percival Wavell, Viscount Wavell replaced Victor Alexander John Hope, Marquis of Linlithgow as
Viceroy of India.
Over the next week, the Red Army would be crossing the Dnieper river at several places.
British and American forces entered Naples, Italy. At some point in preparation for the Allied landings, the
excavations at Pompeii had been, for some reason, bombed. A portion of the inscription in the House of the
Moralist was destroyed:
ABLUAT UNDA PEDES, PUER ET DETERGEAT UDOS.
MAPPA TORUM VELET, LINTEA NOSTRA CAVE.
LASCIVOS VULTUS ET BLANDOS AUPER OCELLOS
CONIUGE AB ALTERNIUS: SIBI TIBI IN ORE PUDER.
(UTERE BLANDIT) IIS, ODIOSAQUE IUGGE DIFFER

The servant shall wash and dry the feet of the guest;
A cloth over the cushions, and linen well cared for.
Abandon lascivious looks and do not cast sweet
glances at the women of others; be chaste in speech.
Abstain from anger if possible,
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SI POTES, A UT GRESSUS AD TUA TECTA REFER.

if not return to your own home.

(The four-room structure that is known as the “Antiquarium,” although bombed out, would be rebuilt in 1948.)
United States Naval Air Facility, Recife, Brazil was established.
The United States naval forces under Admiral H.R. Stark, Commander Naval Forces Europe,
were redesignated as the 12th Fleet.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Saufley (DD-465), by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 42 minutes
South, 160 degrees 14 minutes East
LST448, by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 45 minutes South, 156 degrees
30 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

Submarine I-20, by destroyer Eaton (DD-510), Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 40 minutes South,
157 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 3, Sunday, 1943: The Suite no.1 from the ballet Gayaneh by Aram Khachaturian was performed for
the initial time, in the Hall of Columns, Moscow. Natalia Spiller would recall, “Neither before nor [since] have
I ever heard such a storm of applause, nor witnessed such unqualified success of a new work...”
The National Theater of München, containing the Staatsoper, was destroyed by Allied incendiary bombs.
Richard Strauss would write that “this was the greatest catastrophe which has ever been brought into my life,
for which there can be no consolation and in my old age no hope...”
German paratroopers landed on Kos and within 24 hours overwhelmed the British garrison, capturing 4,500
British and Italians.
The Gestapo ordered all Athenian Jews to register under penalty of death. 3,000 Jews fled their homes and
were given shelter by Greeks.
ANTISEMITISM
The Japanese completed their evacuation of Kolombangara, Solomon Islands.
United States Destroyer Henley (DD-391) was sunk by submarine torpedo in the vicinity of eastern New
Guinea, at 7 degrees 40 minutes South, 148 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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October 5, Tuesday, 1943: American troops captured Aversa and Maddaloni, north of Naples.
While it was ferrying troops across the Tsushima Strait in a heavy sea, the Japanese transport Konron Maru of
the Shimonoseki-to-Fusan Ferry Line was sunk by the US submarine USS Wahoo. 616 died and there were
72 floaters.221
A task force including 6 carriers, 7 cruisers, and 24 destroyers (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bombed and
bombarded Wake Island (the attack would be repeated on October 6th).
United States Landing Ship – Tank LST448 was sunk due to damage sustained on October 1st in the Solomon
Islands, at 8 degrees 3 minutes South, 156 degrees 43 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
October 6, Wednesday, 1943: American troops took Caserta and Capua north of Naples.
Niels Bohr fled by small plane from Sweden to England (he came close to dying from lack of oxygen).
The Kreisleiter of Garmisch informed Richard Strauss that his villa was going to be used to house evacuees.
The submarine Kingfish (SS-234) landed personnel and supplies on northeast coast of Borneo.
American forces landed unopposed on Kolombangara Island in the Solomons (the Japanese troops having
evacuated on October 4th).
At night 3 destroyers (Captain F.R. Walker) intercepted and attacked 9 Japanese destroyers as they evacuated
troops from Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands. Japanese Destroyer Yugumo was sunk by US destroyer torpedo.
US Destroyer Chevalier (DD-451) was damaged by destroyer torpedo at 7 degrees 30 minutes South, 156
degrees 14 minutes East and was then sunk by United States forces. United States naval vessels damaged in
the Battle of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands:
•

Destroyer O’Bannon (DD-450), by collision with destroyer Chevalier (DD-451), at 7 degrees
30 minutes South, 156 degrees 15 East

221. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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•

Destroyer Selfridge (DD-357), by destroyer torpedo, 7 degrees 27 minutes South, at 156 degrees
13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 7, Thursday, 1943: One Touch of Venus, a musical comedy by Kurt Weill to words of Perelman and
Nash, was performed for the initial time in New York, at the Imperial Theater (it was a hit and would see 567
performances).
The Japanese completed their evacuation of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands.
Allied forces captured New Georgia in the Solomons.
97 Allied POWs on Wake Island were made to sit down in a line with backs to the sea. Blindfolded, hands tied
behind their backs, they were shot.
US Submarine S-44 was sunk by Japanese surface craft in the Kurile Islands.
Soviet troops captured Taman, just across the Kerchenskiy Strait from Crimea. They also captured Nevel,
southwest of Velekiye Luki.
German forces in Italy pulled back behind the River Trigno.
An explosion at the post office in Naples killed about a hundred.
WORLD WAR II
October 11, Monday, 1943: Incidental music to Giraudoux’ play Sodome et Gomorrhe by Arthur Honegger
was performed for the initial time, in Théâtre Herbertot, Paris.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Falmouth, Cornwall, England, was established.
Soviet forces took Novobelitsa (Belarus) just outside Gomel.
56 villagers in Sokolka and Laznie, Poland were shot for having harbored partisans.
The submarine USS Wahoo was sunk by Japanese naval aircraft in the La Perouse Strait.
WORLD WAR II
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October 16, Saturday, 1943: Germans began a forcible removal of Jews from Rome and Milan. 200 Jews were
rounded up in Milan. S.S. troops were able to round up more than 1,000 Jews in Rome, but 4,000 others had
taken shelter in homes, monasteries, and convents, plus, 477 had been granted refuge in the Vatican itself.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Auxiliary Submarine Chaser #31 was sunk by Army aircraft off New Britain.
WORLD WAR II
October 24, Sunday, 1943: United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine Dorado (SS-248), Atlantic Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Mochizuki, by naval land-based aircraft, east of New Britain
WORLD WAR II

October 27, Wednesday, 1943: Germany closed the border between Norway and Sweden.
After “softening up” Mono and Stirling Islands in the Treasury Island Group of the Solomon Islands by
bombardment, US and New Zealand troops overran a small Japanese garrison:
•
•

Destroyer Cony (DD-508) was damaged by horizontal bomber at 7 degrees 23 minutes South, 155
degrees 27 minutes East
LST399 and LST485 were damaged by coastal mortar at 7 degrees 25 minutes South, 155 degrees
34 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 1943: By this point a total of 84 British, 16 Australians, and 1,174 Americans had died at the
Japanese POW camps in Mukden, Manchuria.
WORLD WAR II
November 1, Monday, 1943: Kurt Weill relocated from New York City to Hollywood to work on a film with
Ira Gershwin.
The amphibious force under Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson provided aircraft and destroyer gunfire cover, and
the First Marine Amphibious Corps (3d Marine Division under the command of Lieutenant General A.A.
Vandegrift) went ashore at Cape Torokina on the island of Bougainville in the Solomon Islands. Puruata Island
was also taken.
Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) and carrier task force (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman)
shelled and bombed Japanese airfields and installations in the Buka-Bonis area of the Solomons. Rear Admiral
Merrill’s force would later bombard enemy airfields on Shortland Island in the Solomons.
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United States Destroyer Fullam (DD-474)was damaged by grounding in the Solomon Islands at 6 degrees 25
minutes South, 154 degrees 53 minutes East.
Soviet forces captured Armyansk, cutting off Axis troops in the Crimea.
British troops took Roccamonfina, southeast of Rome.
German Submarine U-405 was sunk by destroyer Borie (DD-215) in the North Atlantic at 49 degrees 0
minutes North, 31 degrees 14 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
November 2, Tuesday, 1943: Soviet troops captured Kakhovka near the mouth of the Dnieper.
Over the following week 45,000 survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto would be being executed by gunfire,
in ditches behind the gas chamber at Majdanek.
ANTISEMITISM
The battle of Empress Augusta Bay was fought during darkness as task force comprising 4 light cruisers and
8 destroyers (rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) intercepted Japanese force of 2 heavy and 2 light cruisers and 6
destroyers steaming to attack transports at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. Two United
States light cruisers and three destroyers were damaged. One Japanese light cruiser and one destroyer were
sunk; two enemy heavy cruisers and two destroyers were damaged. The enemy force was turned back.
Carrier task force (rear Admiral F. C. Sherman) attacked enemy airfields in the Buka area of the Solomon
Islands.
United States Destroyer Borie (DD-215) sank in consequence of an intentional ramming and gunfire in its
encounter with German Submarine U-405 on the previous day in the eastern Atlantic at 50 degrees 12 minutes
North, 30 degrees 48 minutes West.
United States naval vessels damaged, Battle of Empress Augusta Bay, Solomon Islands:
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Montpelier (CL-57) by dive bomber
Light cruiser Dnever (CL-58) by naval gunfire
Destroyer Foote (DD-511) by torpedo from surface craft
Destroyer Spence (DD-512) by naval gunfire and collision with destroyer Thatcher (DD-514)

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle of Empress Augusta Bay, Solomon Islands:
•
•

Light cruiser Sendai by surface craft
Destroyer Hatsukaze by surface craft
WORLD WAR II
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November 4, Thursday, 1943: Symphony no.8 op.65 by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed for the initial
time, in the Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall (the cCritical response was mixed).
The North Star, a film with music by Aaron Copland, was shown for the initial time, in New York.
The Red Army broke out fromtheir bridgeheads across the Dnieper River near Kiev.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #30, by submarine Tautog (SS-199), off Palau Islands, 7 degrees
34 minutes North, 134 degrees 0 minutes East
Surveying ship Tsukushi, by mine, off New Ireland
WORLD WAR II

November 5, Friday, 1943: Concerto for two pianos and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for
the initial time, in Philadelphia.
Soviet troops overran the area between the Dnieper and Crimea.
Saboteurs blew up the Peugeot factory at Sochaux.
British troops took Vasto on the Adriatic east of Rome.
As the Red Army approached Kiev, the German troops dynamited many ancient churches and public buildings.
That evening the First Czechoslovak Independent Brigade captured the Kiev central railroad station.
In the Pacific theater, aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) sank a number of Japanese
warships at Rabaul, New Britain by bombing.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-167 was damaged by an aircraft torpedo in the Solomon Islands at 6
degrees 46 minutes South, 154 degrees 46 minutes East.
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German Submarine U-848 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VB-107) and Army aircraft in the South
Atlantic at 10 degrees 9 minutes South, 18 degrees 0 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

November 6, Saturday, 1943: The Red Army re-captured Kiev in the Ukraine.
The composer Igor Markevitch arrives by bicycle at the villa north of Fiesole, where Luigi Dallapiccola was
staying, and informed Dallapiccola, whose wife was Jewish, that in Florence roundup of Jews had begun.
Carl Orff’s scenic cantata Catulli Carmina to words of the composer after Catullus, was performed for the
initial time, in the Städtische Bühnen, Leipzig.
United States Destroyer Beatty (DD-640) was sunk by aircraft torpedo off Northwest Africa at 37 degrees 10
minutes North, 6 degrees 0 minutes East.
Japanese Submarine Chaser #11 was sunk by aircraft in the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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November 7, Sunday, 1943: String Quartet no.5 by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in
Washington.
Soviet troops drove past Kiev, taking Fastov, west of the German defense line.
Japanese troops, transported by destroyers, landed near Cape Torokina, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
British troops launched a limited offensive along the southern coast of Burma.
WORLD WAR II
November 8, Monday, 1943: Anne Frank to her diary: “I see the eight of us with our ‘Secret Annexe’ as if we
were a little piece of blue heaven, surrounded by heavy black rain clouds. The round, clearly defined spot
where we stand is still safe, but the clouds gather more closely about us and the circle which separates us from
the approaching danger closes more and more tightly. Now we are so surrounded by danger and darkness that
we bump against each other, as we search desperately for a means of escape. We all look down below, where
people are fighting each other, we look above, where it is quiet and beautiful, and meanwhile we are cut off
by the great dark mass, which will not let us go upwards, but which stands before us as an impenetrable wall;
it tries to crush us, but cannot do so yet. I can only cry and implore: ‘Oh, if only the black circle could recede
and open the way for us!’”

Führer Adolf Hitler orated: “I too am religious; that is, religious deep inside.” (Of course, he wasn’t lying: he
obviously believed this, believed this most sincerely. There is, after all, a form of religion that amounts to a
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legitimation of self-righteousness, and this flavor of religion, rather than being any sort of aberration, rather
than being limited to Germany during its Nazi period — is presumably in all generations the dominant flavor
in all regions of the world.)

In this timeframe Captain Axel Freiherr von dem Bussche was planning to assassinate Der Führer with a bomb
inside a display of new winter uniforms. However, just before the scheduled demonstration of these new
uniforms, the train car in which they were stored was destroyed by an Allied bombing raid.
A United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base was established in Plymouth, England.
The Chamber of Deputies of Lebanon voted for an immediate end of the French mandate and complete
independence.
United States naval vessels damaged, Cape Torokina, Solomon Islands:
•
•

Light cruiser Birmingham (CL-62), by Japanese dive bombers, 6 degrees 0 minutes South,
154 degrees 0 minutes East
Attack transports Fuller (APA-7) and President Jackson (APA-18), by Japanese dive bombers,
6 degrees 15 minutes South, 155 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 9, Tuesday, 1943: Soviet forces captured Zhitomir, west of Kiev.
US submarine Wahoo (SS-238) was officially reported as presumed lost somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.222
WORLD WAR II
222. We now know it had been sunk in the La Perouse Strait on October 11th by Japanese naval aircraft.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
November 11, Thursday, 1943: Soviet troops captured Radomyshl, west of Kiev.
French authorities arrested the President and Prime Minister of Lebanon, and dissolved their government that
had been formed by the vote of November 8th.
Americans turned back a Japanese attack on Bougainville.
The US freighter Cape San Juan was heading for Townsville, Australia with 1,348 US troops on board when
it was torpedoed by Japanese submarine I-21.

16 died as the torpedo struck, and 114 died in abandoning the ship. Floaters were picked up by the Liberty Ship
Edwin T. Meredith and the destroyers USS McCalla and USS Dempsey. Somehow the Cape San Juan would
remain afloat for two full days despite an attempt to scuttle it and despite attempts to sink it with naval gunfire.
Aircraft from a couple of carrier task groups (Rear Admirals F.C. Sherman and A.E. Montgomery) which
included 5 carriers in total attacked shipping at Rabaul, New Britain, sinking Japanese Destroyer Suzunami.
WORLD WAR II
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November 13, Saturday, 1943: British troops captured Atessa, east of Rome.
Carrier and land-based aircraft began daily bombings of Japanese positions in the Gilbert and Marshall Islands.
US Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed personnel and supplies at Paluan Bay, Mindoro, Philippine Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) was attacked by aircraft off Empress Augusta
Bay, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
United States Light Cruiser Denver (CL-58) was damaged by aircraft torpedo off Bougainville, Solomon
Islands at 6 degrees 45 minutes South, 154 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
November 15, Monday, 1943: Teatro San Carlo in Naples reopened its opera season a month and a half after
Allied troops had entered the city.
Les corps glorieux for organ by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time, at Eglise de la Sainte
Trinité, Paris, the composer himself at the keyboard.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed supplies at Nasipit, Mindanao, Philippine Islands and evacuated
certain personnel.
German troops recaptured Zhitomir.
German SS leader Heinrich Himmler ordered that Gypsies and “part-Gypsies” be put “on the same level as
Jews and placed in concentration camps.” The first 20 Romani reached Auschwitz from Grodno.
United States Advanced Naval Base and Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Funafuti were established at Ellice
Island.
WORLD WAR II
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November 16, Tuesday, 1943: Friend Bayard Rustin posted a letter of refusal to register to local draft board
#63. As a recognized Quaker with religious scruples against war he was entitled to exemption as a
conscientious objector, but refusing to register would be construed as tantamount to refusing to accept
alternative service and he would be sentenced to 3 years in the federal Lewisburg Penitentiary.

A flight from Britain of 160 American bombers struck a hydro-electric power facility at Vermork in Norway
that included a facility for the creation of heavy water. The raid had been at the insistence of General Leslie
Groves, head of the Allied atomic bomb project at Los Alamos. The bombers hit the plant with but two of their
bombs, killing 22 civilians. The Germans, however, shut down heavy water production and determined to
relocate the project inside Germany, where it could be better defended. (The project would never get underway
again, as the development of V-rockets and jet fighters would soak up all the German development funds.)
ICBMS
Invading Germans completed their conquest of Leros, capturing 8,850 British and Italians.
US Submarine Corvina, on the surface, was sunk near Truk by a Japanese submarine.
Japanese Minelayer Ukishima was sunk by submarine torpedo off Japan.
WORLD WAR II
November 17, Wednesday, 1943: The Anxious Bugler for orchestra by John Alden Carpenter was performed
for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
Destroyers bombarded an airfield at Buka, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. Japanese aircraft attacked a convoy
carrying Marine reinforcements to Cape Torokina, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

High speed transport Mckean (APD-5), by aircraft torpedo, off Bougainville, Solomon Islands,
6 degrees 31 South, 154 degrees 52 minutes East
Submarine Capelin (SS-289) departed Darwin, Australia for Molucca and Celebes Seas and was
not again heard from
WORLD WAR II
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November 18, Thursday, 1943: The 1st massive Royal Air Force air raid of 440 planes upon Berlin, Germany.
—Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

184 Berliners were killed.
Soviet troops captured Rechitsa, west of Gomel (Belarus). They also took Ovruch, northwest of Kiev.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-311, by mine, off Corsica, 40 degrees 41 minutes North, 9 degrees 37
minutes East. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Old destroyer Sanae, by submarine Bluefish (SS-222), Celebes Sea,
4 degrees 52 minutes North, 122 degrees 7 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
November 20, Saturday, 1943 (although the Gilbert Islands are to the east of the dateline, west longitude dates
were the standard in WWII operational reports): The 2d Marine Division assaulted Japanese forces on Betio
Island of the atoll of Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands of the Central Pacific. There was also a landing, somewhat
more successful, on the island of Makin. The operation was under the overall command of Vice Admiral R.A.
Spruance, Commander Central Pacific Force.
There had been demonstrations in Britain for the previous several days, because the government had
announced that it was going to release British fascist leader Sir Oswald Mosley and Lady Diana Mosley from
prison due to his ill health. On this day the couple was in fact released.
United States naval vessels damaged, Gilbert Islands:
•

Battleship Mississippi (BB-41), by accidental explosion, 3 degrees 10 minutes North, 172 degrees
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
58 minutes East
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Light carrier Independence (CVL-22), by aircraft torpedo, 1 degree 30 minutes North, 172 degrees
40 minutes East
Destroyer Ringgold (DD-500), by coastal batteries on Tarawa, 1 degree 24 minutes North,
172 degrees 58 minutes East
Destroyer Dashiell (DD-659), by grounding, 1 degree 0 minutes North, 173 degrees 0 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

November 21, Sunday, 1943: New waves of Marines came ashore on Tarawa, and by noon the invasion of that
island was back on track.
British troops gained a bridgehead over the River Sangro in Italy.
British planes bombed Berlin, killing 1,315 more Berliners.
French authorities released the Lebanese government leaders who had been arrested on November 11th.
A Marine reconnaissance company was put ashore on Abemama in the Gilbert Islands, by the submarine
Nautilus (SS-168).
The Imperial Japanese Navy destroyer IJN Urakaze was acting as a destroyer escort for a Japanese fleet,
including the battleships Yamato and Kongo, as they were returning from Brunei toward Kure, Japan. Under
cover of darkness the USS Sealion sent off a salvo of 6 torpedoes toward the Kongo, three of which would
detonate. In the meanwhile it sent of another salvo of 3 torpedoes, which struck the Urakaze. A torpedo
exploding in the ship’s magazine sent the destroyer down in a matter of minutes, about 65 miles north west of
Taiwan. 308 died. Apparently, from the Urakaze, there was not a single floater.223
Some hours later, after an internal explosion, the Konga also sank.
WORLD WAR II

223. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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November 22, Monday, 1943: Violin Concerto by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the BBC Home Service.
Lebanon became independent of France.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and President Chiang Kai-shek of
China conferred at Cairo, in a meeting that would continue until November 26th.
American troops completed their conquest of Makin Island in the Gilbert Islands (Butaritari, Kiribati).
764 British bombers attacked Berlin, hitting many government buildings and killing 1,864 additional
Berliners.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Frazier (DD-607), by intentional ramming of Japanese submarine, Gilbert Islands area,
1 degree 25 minutes North, 174 degrees 40 minutes East

The submarine that had been sunk by this ramming:
•

Submarine I-35, by destroyers Meade (DD-602), and Frazier (DD-607), Gilbert Islands area,
1 degree 22 minutes North, 172 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 23, Tuesday, 1943: German troops landed on Samos in the Aegean and took 2,500 British troops
prisoner.
A ME262 jet was demonstrated before Führer Adolf Hitler.
Betio, Tarawa Atoll, and Makin in the Gilbert Islands were declared secured.
Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) bombarded Buka-Bonis area, Bougainville, Solomon
Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-322, by grounding, eastern New Guinea area, 6 degrees 9 minutes South,
147 degrees 36 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Wakamiya, by submarine Gudgeon (SS-211), East China Sea, 28 degrees
49 minutes North, 122 degrees 11 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 24, Wednesday, 1943: Americans complete their conquest of Tarawa. Over 6,000 lives had been
lost in the battle, primarily due to a miscalculation of the level of the ocean above an offshore reef that had
caused an entire wave of invading Marines to be stranded in a kill zone.
The American escort carrier USS Liscombe Bay (CVE-56) was struck by Japanese torpedoes near Makin
Island in the Gilberts, 2 degrees 58 minutes North, 172 degrees 26 minutes East. They had been sent from
Lieutenant-Commander Tadashi Tabata’s I-175 sub.

Our carrier went down in 23 minutes. The stern of the ship simply vanished when the aircraft bombs in the
hold blew. 644 died including its commander, Rear Admiral Henry A. Mullinix.224 Fragments of steel, tatters
of clothing, and shreds of human flesh showered onto the deck of the USS New Mexico almost a mile away.
55 officers and 217 enlisted men were plucked from the waves by the destroyer USS Hoel. Many depth

224. Black mess steward and ships’ boxing champion Doris “Dorie” Miller was also among the dead. (Notice that whenever we
give a body count we make special mention of the corpses of the important or famous. Although we consider that all human corpses
are equivalently dead, we don’t seem to be self-conscious about this practice at all. Isn’t that amazing?) Miller had won the Navy
Cross at Pearl Harbor by moving his mortally wounded captain to a place of greater safety and then manning a .50-caliber machine
gun on the deck of the USS West Virginia until its ammo ran out. Miller had had no formal training in the use of weapons, other of
course than his fists, but remarked afterward, “I think I got one of those Jap planes.” On June 30, 1973, the destroyer USS Miller
would be named in his memory. Don’t you love a good story? –there have been legislative efforts to upgrade Dorie’s medallion to
the Congressional Medal of Honor but to date these efforts have been unsuccessful.
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charges were of course being dropped randomly, but I-175 escaped intact.

The Carrier Wasp (CV-18) was commissioned at Quincy, Massachusetts; this vessel was named for carrier
Wasp (CV-7) that had sunk on September 15, 1942 near Espirtu Santo, New Hebrides.
WORLD WAR II
November 25, Thursday, 1943: Incidental music to Sackville-West’s (after Homer) radio play The Rescue by
Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service.
Un seul amour, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in Paris.
Sonata da camera for cello and chamber orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in
Geneva.
American bombers based in China struck at Formosa for the initial time.
The Red Army began an offensive between Mogilev and Gomel.
The Battle of Cape St. George was fought during the early hours as a squadron of 5 US destroyers under
Captain A.A. Burke intercepted 5 Japanese destroyers off Cape St. George, New Ireland. Three of the enemy
destroyers were sunk and one was damaged. No United States ship suffered damage.
Carrier-based aircraft bombed Kavieng, New Ireland.
United States Advanced Amphibious Base, Salcombe, Devonshire, England, was established.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Destroyers Onami, Makinami, and Yugiri, by destroyer torpedoes and gunfire, Battle of Cape
St. George, New Ireland
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•

Submarine I-19, by destroyer Radford (DD-446), north of Gilbert Islands, 3 degrees 10 minutes
North, 171 degrees 55 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 30, Tuesday, 1943: String Quartet no.6 “Il quarteto brasileiro” by Heitor Villa-Lobos was
performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.
German troops drove the Soviets out of Korosten, northwest of Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
Fascist Italy ordered the deportation of all Jews and the complete expropriation of their property.
ANTISEMITISM
Prime Minister Badoglio of Free Italy announced in Naples that King Victor Emmanuel III was stripped of the
titles “King of Albania” and “Emperor of Ethiopia.”
Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions on Empress Augusta Bay of Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt reminisced with Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Tehran
that “if the Japanese had not attacked the US he doubted very much if it would have been possible to send any
American forces to Europe.”

He made it sound almost as if he had been glad it had happened. –But he couldn’t have been glad for this loss
of life, could he?

THE TEHERAN CONFERENCE
Teheran
The persons wane and fade, they fade out of meaning. Personal greatness
Was never more than a trick of the light, a halo of illusion: — but who are
these little smiling attendants
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On a world’s agony, meeting in Teheran to plot against whom what future?
The future is clear enough,
In the firelight of burning cities and pain-light of that long battle-line,
That monstrous ulcer reaching from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea,
slowly rodent westward: There will be Russia
And America; two powers alone in the world; two bulls in one pasture. And
what is unlucky Germany
Between these foreheads?
Observe also
How rapidly civilization coarsens and decays; its better qualities, foresight,
humaneness, disinterested
Respect for truth, die first; its worst will be last. — Oh well: The future!
When man stinks, turn to God.
— Robinson Jeffers

December 3, Friday, 1943: Symphony no.4 “Requiem” by Howard Hanson was performed for the initial time,
in Boston, under the baton of the composer.
The IJN Chuyo, an escort carrier of the Imperial Japanese Navy, was torpedoed by the USS Sailfish. The Chuyo
sank in about 6 minutes after being hit by the 3rd torpedo. Around 1,250 died and 160 floaters were picked up
by escort destroyers. Aboard the Chuyo had been 20 American POWs, survivors of the USS Sculpin that had
been sunk earlier off Truk Island. Only one of them was a floater.225
(Talk about coincidences — before the war the submarine Sailfish had been the USS Squalus, that had sunk
with the loss of a number of its crew and had then been salvaged and reconsecrated under the new name USS
Sailfish. When the Squalus had sunk, the 1st on the scene of that tragedy had been the USS Sculpin. So, what
goes around comes around, doesn’t it now?)
100 tram workers in Warsaw were publicly executed as a reprisal for an act of sabotage.
British planes bombed Leipzig, destroying the center of the city.
The United States Naval Air Facility at Sao Luiz, Brazil was established.
WORLD WAR II
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December 5, Sunday, 1943: Three Songs from Viae inviae op.23 for voice and piano by Anton Webern to
words of Jone, were performed for the initial time, in Basel. It was part of an all-Webern concert to mark the
composer’s 60th birthday (December 3). Webern’s music was banned in his homeland.
The Catalogue for three voices, piano and bassoon by Gian Carlo Menotti to words of the Curtis Institute of
Music 1943-1944 catalogue, was performed for the initial time, privately, at the Institute in Philadelphia.
The Allies began bombing V-1 launched sites.
US destroyers bombarded Choiseul Bay area, Choiseul Island, Solomon Islands.
Japanese warplanes bombed Calcutta, India.
WORLD WAR II

December 11, Saturday, 1943: Prelúdios for guitar by Heitor Villa-Lobos were performed for the initial time,
in Montevideo.
New World a-Comin’ for piano and jazz ensemble by Duke Ellington was performed for the initial time, in
Carnegie Hall, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.
Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra appeared for his draft physical at local draft board #19 in Jersey City, New
Jersey and informed the doctor that he feared crowds and elevators. The physician noted that he was four
pounds underweight, and classified psychoneurosis. At birth, Old Blue Eyes had had a perforated left eardrum.
Previous to this encounter with the draft, Sinatra had been representing himself to doctors as in perfect health
with no mental or physical disabilities whatever. On December 17, 1940 he had testified that “To the best of
my knowledge, I have no physical or mental defects or diseases.” On November 7, 1941 or slightly before, he
had responded to “Do you have any physical defects of diseases?” with “No.” On October 22, 1943 he had
responded to “5. What Physical or Mental Defects of Diseases Have You Had in the Past, if any?” with “No”
and had responded to “6. Have you ever been treated at an institution, sanitarium or asylum?” with “No.”
On the basis of the information available to him, Local Board Examining Physician A. Povalski had at that
time found Francis Albert Sinatra to have none of the defects listed as qualifying for exclusion from military
service. However, at this point he was classified as 4F physically and/or mentally unavailable for military
service, the diagnosis being “1. chronic perforation tympanium; 2. chronic mastoiditis.”226
In the World War II movie made from the 1951 novel FROM HERE TO ETERNITY, released in 1953, Frank would
assume the role of a fuckheaded soldier, and on this basis he would win Hollywood acting awards.
226. It is clear that Sinatra was never any threat to our nation, even in wartime, since his behavior was motivated merely by
opportunism and greed, and since he had not an idea in his head. Our nation therefore had no need to punish him for draft evasion.
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December 15, Wednesday, 1943: Army troops were landed on Arawe Peninsula, New Britain.
United States Naval Operating Base, Treasury Islands, Solomon Islands, was established.
504 Allied POWs from the Sham Shui Camp in Hong Kong embarked on the Soung Cheong for Takao,
Formosa. They would be transferred to the Japanese 6,000-ton transport Toyama Maru at Takao and all would
disembark safely at Moji, Japan on January 5/6, 1944. (The Toyama Maru would be torpedoed by the USS
Sturgeon on June 29, 1944 while carrying more than 6,000 soldiers of the Japanese 44th Independent Mixed
Brigade and approximately 5,400 of these soldiers would drown.)227
WORLD WAR II

December 16, Thursday, 1943: British bombers struck Berlin, killing 1,011.
Japanese Submarine I-179 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-52) off New Britain, at 4 degrees 28
minutes South, 147 degrees 22 minutes East. German Submarine U-73 was sunk by destroyers Trippe (DD403) and Woolsey (DD-437) off Oran, at 36 degrees 7 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
December 17, Friday, 1943: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the repeal of the Chinese Exclusion
Acts of 1882, which had set limits on yellow-peril Chinese immigration.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Coastal transport APC-21, by Japanese dive bomber, off New Britain, 6 degrees 15 minutes South,
149 degrees 1 minute East

United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-50, by Japanese horizontal bomber, off New Britain, 6 degrees 12
minutes South, 149 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 19, Sunday, 1943: Folk Rhythms of Today for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the
initial time, over the airwaves of the NBC radio network originating in New York.
Four S.S. soldiers were publicly executed for war crimes in Kharkov.
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Namukaze, by submarine Grayback (SS-208), off the Ryukyu Islands, 26 degrees
29 minutes North, 128 degrees 26 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 20, Monday, 1943: The Spanish government frees all political prisoners except those guilty of
murder or who had been held more than five years.
There was a military coup in Bolivia.
Destroyers bombard Japanese positions on northeastern coast of Bougainville, Solomon Islands. Naval Air
Training command was established at Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Fuyo, by submarine Puffer (SS-268), Philippine Islands area, 14
degrees 44 minutes North, 119 degrees 55 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-850, by aircraft (VC-19), from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), mid-Atlantic area,
32 degrees 54 minutes North, 37 degrees 1 minute West
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Tuesday, 1943: Naval aircraft from Attu, Aleutian Islands, bombed the ParamushiroShimushu area of the Kurile Islands.
United States Coast Guard vessel lost:
•

Coastal transport APC-2, by Japanese dive bomber, off New Britain, 6 degrees 12 minutes South,
149 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 23, Thursday, 1943: On this day a 4-month work strike by 23 conscientious objectors resulted in
the ending of racial segregation at Danbury Federal Prison.

OHNE MICH!
(Wasn’t this nice: our boys had found something worthwhile to do during their long confinement!)
RACISM

As part of Task Group 21.41 on convoy escort duty in the North Atlantic, the 4-stack destroyer USS Leary was
struck on the starboard side with a new thingie, a GNAT acoustic torpedo from the U-boat U275. (Every year
we find a new way to kill you.) The new thingie took out the ship’s after engine room and the men on duty
there died instantly. The destroyer listed to 20 degrees and began to wallow helplessly. Then it exploded and
of course went right down. Commander James Kayes and 96 others died. Some floaters were retrieved by the
destroyer USS Schenck. Let’s hope they had a Merry Christmas.
Also, on this day, we gave up on the US submarine Corvina (SS-226) and reported it as having sunk,
somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-39, by destroyer escort Griswold (DE-7), Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees
23 minutes South, 160 degrees 9 minutes East
Gunboat Nanyo, by aircraft (location unknown)
WORLD WAR II
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December 26, Sunday, 1943: After heavy pre-invasion bombardment and bombing by ship gunfire and
aircraft of the 7th Amphibious Force (Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey), the 1st Marine Division (Major General
W.H. Rupertus) landed on Cape Gloucester, New Britain. While escorting landing craft, the destroyer USS
Brownson (DD-518) was hit by a couple of 500-pound bombs from a Japanese dive-bomber. The ship’s entire
upper structure was blown apart and it began to list to starboard. Within minutes, its back broken, it settled
rapidly, and went under at 14:59 hours at 5 degrees 20 minutes South, 148 degrees 25 minutes East. 108 died.
The destroyers USS Daly and USS Lamson picked up 168 floaters while depth charges from the Brownson
were going off underneath them.
Admiral Erich Bey’s 32,700-ton German battleship Scharnhorst was attempting to intercept an Allied convoy
sailing to the port of Murmansk in northern Russia when it was engaged by the British battleship Duke of York
and the destroyers Savage and Saumarez about 75 miles off the North Cape, the northernmost point in Europe.
55 torpedoes were sent at the Scharnhorst and 11 struck it. The battleship was then engaged by the cruisers
Jamaica, Belfast, and Norfolk. After 36 minutes of this pounding, at 7:45PM, the battleship rolled over and
went down bow-first. There were 36 floaters. 1,933 died including all 51 of its officers. On the British ships
18 had died, and 16 were wounded. (In September 2000 the wreck of the Scharnhorst would be located, by
some curious Norwegians, on the bottom at almost 1,000 feet.)228
United States Destroyers Lamson (DD-367), Shaw (DD-373), and Mugford (DD-389) were damaged by
Japanese dive-bombers off Cape Gloucester, New Britain. Landing Ship – Tank LST66 was damaged by a
Japanese horizontal bomber.
WORLD WAR II
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December 27, Monday, 1943: An orchestral suite from the music to Sergei Prokofiev’s opera Semyon Kotko
op.81a was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered seizure of the nation’s railroads due to the threat of strikes. No,
we’re not gonna go there!
Two cruisers and four destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded the Kieta area of Bougainville
in the Solomon Islands.
United States Coastal Transport APC-15 was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber off New Britain, at
6 degrees 12 minutes South, 149 degrees 3 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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1944
1944: Professor John von Neumann’s and Professor Oskar Morgenstern’s THEORY OF GAMES AND ECONOMIC
BEHAVIOR.

Theoretical physicist Erwin Schrödinger’s WHAT IS LIFE? suggested that living organisms were storing and
passing along information, perhaps using something more or less resembling Morse code (this speculation
would prove an inspiration for James Watson, Francis Crick, and Maurice Wilkins, who would share the Nobel
prize for discovering the structure of DNA).
Speaking of playing games with life, during this year the USA would be dropping 22,885 tons of conventional
bombs of various types, explosive and incendiary, on the Tokyo-Kawasaki-Yokohama area, because we could.
A poll conducted among Americans during this year indicated that 13% of us favored “killing all Japanese.”
WORLD WAR II

HDT

JAPAN

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON
1944: The US federal government’s facilities in Hanford, Washington were engaging in the production of the
weapons-grade Plutonium239 that would be placed in the casing of the “Fat Man” atomic bomb that would be
dropped atop the Catholic cathedral of Nagasaki on August 9th, 1945.
WORLD WAR II

“Fat Man”

A movie has been made in 1989 about Lieutenant General Leslie Groves (who did not look at all like Paul
Newman) and the excellent making of these excellent devices, “Little Boy” and “Fat Man,” both of which
detonated as mere dirty-bomb singularities rather than a true nuclear explosions:
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January 1, Saturday, 1944: At Plaszow, a suburb of Krakow, a forced labor camp was converted to a death
camp.
Stalin established a Polish National Council with armed forces and administration as a government-in-exile to
rival the London government.
The US Treasury ended the minting of zinc-coated steel pennies and resumed the use of copper.
General Joseph Stilwell appointed Brigadier General Frank D. Merrill as commander of the 5307th Composit
Unit (Provisional), code name “Galahad,” popularly to be known as Merrill’s Marauders.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed a Japanese convoy escorted by cruisers
and destroyers off Kavieng, New Ireland.
Naval Air Facility, Honolulu, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands was established.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyers Smith (DD-378) and Hutchings (DD-476), by collision, eastern New Guinea area,
5 degrees 0 minutes South, 146 degrees 0 minutes East.
LST446, by accidental explosion, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 15 minutes South, 155 degrees
2 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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Early in this year, long lines of American and British prisoners who had surrendered at Monte Cassino and
Anzio would be being shuffled down the Via dell’Impero in Rome under guard.
As of the beginning of this year, Britain’s Operation Vegetarian was ready to go. Its pellets of cattle food had
been manufactured, its anthrax had been manufactured, the anthrax had been injected into the cattle food, the
pellets had been loaded into cardboard boxes, a delivery scheme involving the RAF had been completed —
everything was just coming up roses. All that remained was for Winston Churchill to give the order to proceed
with the devastation of Germany.

GERM WARFARE

Dr. Paul Fildes was urging that it was crucial to the success of the attack with anthrax spores, that it be mounted
during the summer months: “The cattle must be caught in the open grazing fields when lush spring grass is on
the wane.” “Trials have shown that these tablets ... are found and consumed by the cattle in a very short time.”
“Cattle are concentrated in the northern half of Oldenburg and northwest Hanover. Aircraft flying to and from
Berlin will fly over 60 miles of grazing land.” He calculated that a RAF bomber flying at an average ground
speed of 300mph would need to dump its load within 18 minutes. “If one box of tablets is dispersed every two
minutes, then each aircraft will be required to carry and disperse nine, or say 10, boxes.” A single Lancaster
bomber ought to be able to scatter 4,000 anthrax-infected cakes over a 60-mile swathe in less than 20 minutes
while returning from a raid on Berlin, and a dozen such aircraft would be sufficient to cover most of the north
German countryside.
WORLD WAR II
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January 3, Monday, morning, 1944: Soviet troops secured Novograd-Volynskiy, east of Lublin.
Returning to the USA after completing its 3rd Atlantic convoy duty, the destroyer USS Turner (DD-648) had
anchored the night before in the Ambrose Channel off Sandy Hook, New Jersey, to wait its turn to enter the
Brooklyn Navy Yard for repairs. At about 6:30AM, while the crew was preparing for their breakfast, a series
of internal explosions began in the ship’s ammunition stores. Its fuel tanks were ignited. The bottom of the
vessel blew open and it began to sink by the stern. The hulk now lies at #7 on the chart below. We will never
know for certain what began this process, of course, but our presumption is that the initial explosion was
produced during an incautious and unnecessary cleaning of an anti-submarine weapon. 15 officers, including
Robert Lowell’s cousin 1st Lieutenant Warren Winslow, and 138 enlisted men died.229
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

165 floaters were picked up by nearby ships and taken to the hospital at Sandy Hook. A Coast Guard helicopter
brought in several cases of blood plasma from New York City, which saved a number of lives.

In the South Pacific, US Marine Major Gregory “Pappy” Boyington shot down his 26th enemy plane, thus
229. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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tying the record set by US Army Captain Edward “Eddie” Vernon Rickenbacker during World War I, before
he was himself shot down and taken prisoner by a Japanese submarine crew. For this he would be awarded the
Navy Cross.

The submarine Bluefish (SS-222) laid mines off eastern Malayan coast.
WORLD WAR II
January 8, Saturday, 1944: Sir Edmund Trelawny Backhouse, 2nd Baronet died while still creating ever more
exaggerated and scandalous lies about China.
Soviet troops secured Kirovgrad, west of Dnepropetrovsk.
The trial of Italian fascists believed responsible for the downfall of Duce Benito Mussolini during the previous
summer opened in Verona. Among these 19 defendants was his son-in-law and former foreign minister, Count
Galeazzo Ciano.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded Japanese shore installations on
Faisi, Poporang, and Shortland Islands in the Solomon Islands Group.
WORLD WAR II
January 11, Tuesday, 1944: Five former fascist leaders were executed by the newly reconstituted Italian
fascist republic in Verona. Among these was Duce Benito Mussolini’s son-in-law and former foreign minister,
Count Ciano.
Naval land-based aircraft (Rear Admiral J.H. Hoover) from Gilbert and Ellice Islands bombed Japanese
shipping and installations at Kwajalein, Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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January 14, Friday, 1944: Australian forces occupied Sio on the Huon Peninsula, Northeast New Guinea.
The Red Army drove a salient into the middle of the German line, occupying Mozyr and Kalinkovichi on the
Pripyat, northwest of Kiev. They simultaneously began a major offensive to relieve Leningrad.
When Richard Strauss refused to receive evacuees into his Garmisch home (saying “no one had to die on my
account”), Führer Adolf Hitler ordered seizure of his porter’s lodge. Der Führer refused to allow Strauss to
visit Switzerland for his annual cure and put out the word that “leading party personalities who have hitherto
had personal contacts with Dr. Richard Strauss were to cease to do so in any way.” Love me, love my refugees!
United States naval vessel sunk: Fuel oil barge (self-propelled) YO-159, damaged by submarine torpedo,
South Pacific area, 15 degrees 27 minutes South, 171 degrees 28 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Sazanami, by submarine Albacore (SS-218), Central Pacific area,
5 degrees 15 minutes North, 141 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 22, Saturday, 1944: Kleine Suite for violin and piano by Bernd Alois Zimmermann was performed
for the initial time, in Cologne, the composer himself at the keyboard.
Just after midnight a combined United States-British Army force under the command of Major General J.P.
Lucas, USA, landed at the Anzio/Nettuno area of Italy, south of Rome, taking the Germans by surprise. Within
hours, 36,000 men were ashore. The naval commander was Rear Admiral F.J. Lowry, USN. Naval gunfire
would continue to support the troops ashore as they got nowhere during their 3-month struggle for this
beachhead.
The 1,011 inhabitants of the village of Bajki in Belarus, the Ukraine, had welcomed the Germans as liberating
them from Communist oppression. It had been thank you, thank you! During the German retreat their 120
homes were torched and 987 of these 1,011 Welcome-Wagon people were executed.
United States naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper Portent (AM-106), by mine, Anzio, Italy, 41 degrees 24
minutes North, 12 degrees 44 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Oiler Cache (AO-67), by Japanese submarine torpedo, South Pacific area,
12 degrees 8 minutes South, 164 degrees 33 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-37, by destroyer Buchanan (DD-484), South Pacific area, 11 degrees 47 minutes
South, 164 degrees 17 minutes East.
Auxiliary submarine chaser #40, by Army aircraft, off Admiralty Islands, 1 degree 50 minutes
South, 147 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 26, Wednesday, 1944: Near Leningrad, Soviet forces secured the town of Krasnogvardeisk during the
early morning.
After several unsuccessful attempts, American forces achieved a bridgehead over the River Rapido north of
Monte Cassino.
Argentina broke diplomatic relations with Germany and Japan.
The Heart Mountain Fair Play Committee (FPC), destined to become the only organized resistance to the
military draft, was formed at a rally. Made up of “loyal” Nisei, the FPC members refused to report for draft
physicals unless they and their families were granted their civil rights.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey) bombarded enemy installations in MadangAlexischafen area of New Guinea.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-110, by collision, off New Britain, 6 degrees 17 minutes South,
150 degrees 9 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: PT-114, by collision, off New Britain, 6 degrees 17 minutes South,
150 degrees 9 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Suzukaze, by submarine Skipjack (SS-184), Caroline Islands area, 8 degrees 51 minutes
North, 157 degrees 10 minutes East
Submarine chaser #14, by naval land-based aircraft, Central Pacific area, 11 degrees 10 minutes
North, 163 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 29, Saturday, 1944: Soviet troops occupied Chudovo, southeast of Leningrad and Novosokolniki,
just west of Velekiye Luki.
German bombers attacked London but only 40 tons of bombs reached the city. Meanwhile 800 American
bombers attacked Frankfurt-am-Main.
Aircraft from fast carrier force (Read Admiral M.A. Mitscher) began a series of strikes to destroy Japanese air
power and shipping in the Marshall Islands (attacks would continue daily until 6 February 1944).
US Submarine Bowfin (SS-287) laid mines off southeastern coast of Borneo.
Harry S Truman spoke at the ceremony launching the battleship USS Missouri. His daughter Margaret Truman
then christened the ship with a bottle of champagne.
United States Ocean Tug ATR-1 was damaged by a horizontal bomber off Anzio, Italy, at 41 degrees
27 minutes North, 12 degrees 40 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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January 30, Sunday, 1944: During his freshman year at the College of William and Mary, a concert of the
works of Ben Johnston was organized by some of the faculty. Music performed includes the piano works
Fugue in d minor, Scherzo in b minor and Rondo in D Major, also Sonata for clarinet and piano, Theme and
Variations and Ballade in E Major for violin and piano, Concerto in E for two pianos and the songs Homeward
and The Voice of Autumn for soprano and piano.
Take the Sun and Keep the Stars for chorus and band by Roy Harris to his own words was performed for the
initial time, over the airwaves of NBC radio originating in Denver, the composer conducting.
The first Allied attacked in strength out of the Anzio beachhead failed to make progress.
Naval land-based aircraft from Midway Island bombed Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Anderson (DD-411), by Japanese coastal defense gun,
Marshall Islands area, 9 degrees 33 minutes North, 170 degrees 18 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chasers #18, #19, #21, and #28, auxiliary submarine chaser #25, by
carrier-based aircraft and surface vessel, Marshall Islands area
WORLD WAR II
January 31, Monday, 1944: In Chicago, on my mother Mildred Geraldine Mattox Smith’s birthday, visibly
pregnant, my father Benjamin Bearl Smith paid her way on a Pullman car bound for Terre Haute, Indiana. The
ticket, which the family has preserved, was for two persons — so presumably I, John Paul Smith, was
accompanying her (although I have not preserved any memory of this).
ASSLEY
US Marines and Army troops (Major-General H.M. “Howling Mad” Smith) land on Kwajalein and Majuro
Atolls in the Marshall Islands. The operation was under the overall command of Commander Central Pacific
Force (Vice Admiral R.A. Spruance) and was composed of Southern Attack Force (Rear Admiral R.K.
Turner), Northern Attack Force (Rear Admiral R.L. Conolly), and Reserve Force and Majuro Attack Group
(Rear Admiral H.W. Hill). Landings were supported by carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral M.A. Mitscher)
and land-based aircraft (Rear Admiral J.H. Hoover).
Aircraft from fast carrier group (Read Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed Japanese aircraft and airfield facilities
at Engebi Island, Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands. Attacks by this carrier group continue on the first
three days of February and afterward by Rear Admiral S.P. Ginder minutes South carrier group through 7
February.
Carrier Franklin (CV-13) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by naval gunfire, Marshall Islands invasion, 9 degrees 0 minutes
North, 167 degrees 0 minutes East
Destroyer Colahan (DD-658), by grounding, Marshall Islands invasion, 8 degrees 52 minutes
North, 167 degrees 38 minutes East
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•

Cargo ship Enceladus (AK-80), by storm, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 9 minutes South,
157 degrees, 38 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine I-171, by destroyers Guest (DD-472), and Hudson (DD-475), Bismarck Archipelago
area, 5 degrees 37 minutes South, 154 degrees 14 minutes East
Minelayer Nasami, by submarine Trigger (SS-237), Central Pacific area, 9 degrees 50 minutes
North, 147 degrees 6 minutes East
Auxiliary submarine chaser #33, by aircraft, Central Pacific area
WORLD WAR II

February 1944: During an American air raid on the island of Truk in the Carolines, a number of women, most
of them being used as “Comfort Women,” took shelter in a dugout behind the Naval base. Aware that a landing
was likely and that these people would become an embarrassment should they be able to tell tales, the Japanese
commander dispatched three ensigns to the dugout. The interior was pitch dark. The ensigns fired randomly
with machine-guns into the entrance until the screams of the women had died down, then flicked on their
flashlights and found that about 70 women had been killed.
WORLD WAR II
This was Anna Power at age 12
before being taken as a Comfort Woman
by the Japanese Army at age 14.
She now lives in Brisbane and is married.
She was recently awarded $3,540.00 by the
Japanese government in full compensation
for her distressing wartime services.

February 1, Tuesday, 1944: Oswald T. Avery, Colin M. MacLeod, and Maclyn McCarty’s “Studies on the
Chemical Nature of the Substance Inducing Transformation of Pneumococcal Types” in the Journal of
Experimental Medicine demonstrated that DNA was the carrier of genetic material.
Piet Mondrian died in New York at the age of 71.
Carl Irvin Oscarson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
A Soviet offensive captured Kingisepp, southwest of Leningrad, reaching the border of Estonia.
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The command designated “Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet” was established, with headquarters at Pearl
Harbor, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands. Vice Admiral R.K. Turner, Commander Fifth Amphibious Force,
assumed this command as additional duty.
An United States Naval Base was established at Finschhafen on the island of New Guinea.
The 4th Division’s 23d and 24th Marines landed on the islands of Roi and Namur in the Kwajalein Atoll of
the Marshall Islands. US Army troops landed on Kwajalein Island itself, under cover of heavy naval gunfire
from battleships, cruisers and destroyers.
Several United States naval vessels were damaged in the Marshall Islands invasion:
•
•

Destroyer Anderson (DD-411), by grounding, 9 degrees 10 minutes North, 167 degrees 25 minutes
East
Destroyer Haggard (DD-555), by accidental explosion, 9 degrees 0 minutes North, 167 degrees
0 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Destroyer Umikaze, by submarine Guardfish (SS-217), Caroline Islands area, 7 degrees 10 minutes
North, 151 degrees 43 minutes East
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Submarine RO-39, by destroyer Walker (DD-517), Marshall Islands area, 9 degrees 24 minutes
North, 170 degrees 32 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 4, Friday, 1944: A British advance in Burma (Myanmar) was halted by a Japanese counterattack in
the Arakan Hills.
Soviet troops took Gdov, on the border with Estonia.
American troops reached within 1,000 meters of Monte Cassino Monastery — so near, and still uphill all the
way.
Argentina broke relations with Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and Vichy France.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.D. Baker) bombarded Japanese installations at Paramushiro, Kurile
Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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February 5, Saturday, 1944: Fantasy Sonata for clarinet and piano by John Ireland was performed for the
initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London.
Soviet forces occupied Lutsk and Rovno in the Ukraine.
The Colossus Mark 1 began decyphering German coded messages at Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes,
northwest of London (this was the initial electronic, programmable, digital computer and had been designed
by Alan M. Turing and built by M.H.A. Neuman at the University of Manchester).

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

US Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from near Libertad on
the island of Panay in the Philippine Islands.

Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-21, by destroyer Charrette (DD-581) and destroyer escort Fair (DE35), Marshall Islands area, 6 degrees 48 minutes North, 168 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 7, Monday, 1944: American forces completed their conquest of Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall
Islands. The battle had consumed, order of magnitude, some 9,000 lives.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from near Balatong
Point, Negros, Philippine Islands.
That afternoon, in Burma, an Advance Field Hospital was overrun. After killing the protective guard of West
Yorkshires, the Japanese soldiers went on to kill all four of the doctors and all nine of the orderlies whom they
could locate, and to kill the sick and wounded where they lay (31 patients) — after which the personal
possessions were looted.
WORLD WAR II
February 10, Thursday, 1944: Lady in the Dark, a film with music by Kurt Weill, was released in the United
States.
American and Australian forces linked up near Saidor, virtually completing their conquest of the Huon
Peninsula, Northeast New Guinea.
Soviet troops secured Shepetovka, southeast of Rovno.
In reprisal for the killing of S.S. General Franz Kutschera on February 2d, 140 Poles were executed in Ochota.
The Resistance did serious damage to a Peugeot factory that was fabricating aircraft parts at SochauxMontbéliard.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral S.P. Ginder) bombed enemy installations on Eniwetok Atoll in
the Marshall Islands (similar strikes would be made on February 11th and 12th).
United States naval vessel damaged: LST170, by horizontal bomber, eastern New Guinea area, 8 degrees
39 minutes South, 148 degrees 27 minutes East.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Minekaze, by submarine Pogy (SS-266), off Taiwan, 23 degrees
12 minutes North, 121 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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February 12, Saturday, 1944: Radio Moscow announced that a National Council of Poland had been set up in
areas of the country occupied by the Red Army, in opposition to the London government in exile.
German newspapers carried notices that all men 51-60 years old not yet mobilized were to report for duty by
February 16th.
US Marines went ashore at Arno Atoll to the east of Majuro in the Marshall Islands (this was the beginning of
a series of “mopping-up” operations on minor atolls of the Marshall Islands, that under other circumstances
would have amounted to tourism).Japanese aircraft bombed and destroyed supply concentrations on Roi
Islands, Marshall Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine rescue vessel Macaw (ASR-11), by grounding, entrance to
Midway Channel.
The Khedive Ismail, an Egyptian troopship of 7,513 tons, was carrying 1,250 West African soldiers and a
detachment of British Wrens, nurses, and ATS girls (members of the British Army Auxiliary) when torpedoed
in the Indian Ocean south west of Ceylon by Lieutenant-Commander Fukumura’s I-27.

There were only about 200 floaters.230
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(I-27 would later be sunk by the escort destroyers.)231

WORLD WAR II

230. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

231. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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February 13, 1944: The Soundless Song for soprano, chamber ensemble, dancers and lights by Otto Luening
to his own words, was performed for the initial time, in the New York Public Library, 21 years after it was
composed. The premiere was an arrangement for soprano and piano. Also premiered was Luening’s Gliding
O’er All for voice and piano to words of Whitman.
Soviet troops secured Luga, Polna, and Lyady to the north of Pskov.
WORLD WAR II

February 14, Monday, 1944: Canon and Fugue op.33a for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger was performed
for the initial time, in New York.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Light cruiser St. Louis (CL-49), by Japanese dive bomber, Bismarck Archipelago area, 6 degrees
15 minutes South, 153 degrees 29 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 15, Tuesday, 1944: Ludus Tonalis for piano by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time,
at the University of Chicago.
The United States 3d Amphibious Force under Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson landed New Zealand troops in
the Green Islands off New Ireland. The operation was covered by cruisers, destroyers and Solomon Islandsbased aircraft.
A general Allied attacked on Monte Cassino began with an aerial destruction of this hilltop monastery north
of Naples in which 250, including the bishop of the monastery, were killed. Rather than dislodging the
Germans, the rubble of the monastery provides a superior defensive position and excellent cover for forward
observers. An assault by Indians and New Zealanders failed and then there was a counterattack.
875 British bombers again struck Berlin and 845 more Berliners died.
The command designated “Central Pacific Forward Area” was established under Rear Admiral J.H. Hoover,
who would make his headquarters aboard the seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4).
Naval aircraft from Abemama in the Gilbert Islands bombed Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Herbert C. Jones (DE-137), by radio controlled bomb,
Anzio, Italy, 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 12 degrees 35 minutes East
Japanese submarines sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-43, by submarine Aspro (SS-309), Central Pacific area, 12 degrees 42 minutes North,
149 degrees 17 minutes East
RO-40, by destroyer Phelps (DD-360) and minesweeper Sage (AM-111), Marshall Islands area,
9 degrees 50 minutes North, 166 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 16, Wednesday, 1944: German forces counter-attacked against the Allied beachhead at Anzio.
American planes bombed Truk, destroying 40 ships and 265 planes.
Aircraft from the carrier group under Rear Admiral S.P. Ginder bombed Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall
Islands.Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Agano, by submarine Skate (SS-305), Central Pacific area, 10 degrees 11 minutes
North, 151 degrees 42 minutes East
Submarine chasers #16 and #39, by Army aircraft, north of New Ireland, 2 degrees 24 minutes
South, 150 degrees 6 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 17, Thursday, 1944: William Schuman’s William Billings Overture was performed for the initial
time, in New York.
The 22d Marines helped the US Army seize Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
Naval task force (Vice Admiral R.A. Spruance), which included 9 carriers and 6 battleships, struck Japanese
installations and vessels at Truk in the Caroline Islands; attack would be repeated on the following day.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by aircraft torpedo, Truk, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 23 minutes North, 153 degrees 32 minutes East. Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Naka, by carrier-based aircraft, Truk area, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 15 minutes
North, 151 degrees 15 minutes East
Training cruiser Katori, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, Truk area, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 45 minutes North, 151 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Maikaze, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, Truk area, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 45 minutes North, 151 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Oite, by carrier-based aircraft, Truk area, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 40 minutes North,
151 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Tachikaze, by carrier-based aircraft, Truk area, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 40 minutes
North, 151 degrees 55 minutes East
Minesweeper #26, by aircraft, Rabaul, New Britain
Submarine I-11, by destroyer Nicholas, (DD-449), Marshall Islands area, 10 degrees 34 minutes
North, 173 degrees 31 minutes East
Submarine chaser #24, by destroyer Burns (DD-588), 7 degrees 24 minutes North, 150 degrees
30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 18, Friday, 1944: Soviet troops captured Staraya Russa and Shimsk, south of Novgorod.
A third successive attack in as many days by Indian forces failed to dislodge Germans defending Monte
Cassino. New Zealanders forced their way across the River Rapido near the town of Cassino but were driven
back.
Captain George D. Belben’s cruiser HMS Penelope was returning from the Anzio beach-head to Naples when
Oberleutnant Horst-Arno Fenski’s U410 got it with a torpedo. It went down at 7:18AM. 417 out of 623 died.

(U410 would sink on March 11, 1944 during a US bombing raid on the Vichy Naval Base at Toulon.)
On the eve of the American carrier-borne air strike on the Japanese naval base at Truk Lagoon, the 1,270-ton
destroyer Oite and the light cruiser Agano were due for a refit. They headed out together for Japan but only
got about 200 miles before the Agano took a torpedo and had to be abandoned. Its crew of 523 piled on board
the Oite and the vessel attempted to return to Truk. However, at this point Operation Hailstorm, an air attack
against the ships anchored in Truk Lagoon, was taking place. As the Oite approached the entrance to the lagoon
it was engaged by Avenger torpedo planes from the carrier USS Yorktown. The ship’s back was broken and
within minutes it plunged to the 240-foot bottom. As might be expected, just about everybody died.
US Marines and Army forces landed on Engebi Island, Eniwetok Atoll, in the Marshall Islands. Preliminary
landings were made on February 17th on several nearby islets. The operation was under the command of Rear
Admiral H.W. Hill and was supported by naval gunfire and carrier-based aircraft.
Destroyers bombard enemy positions at Kavieng, New Ireland, and Rabaul, New Britain.
United States naval vessel sunk: Tug YT-198, by mine, Italian area, 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 12 degrees
38 minutes East. United States naval vessel damaged: Minesweeper Pilot (AM-104), by collision, Italian area,
40 degrees 48 minutes North, 14 degrees 16 minutes East. Japanese naval vessels sunk, Truk area, Caroline
Islands:
•

Destroyer Fumizuki, by carrier-based aircraft, 7 degrees 24 minutes North, 151 degrees 44 minutes
East.
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Submarine chaser #29, by carrier-based #29, by carrier-based aircraft, 7 degrees 25 minutes North,
151 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 19, Saturday, 1944: American bombers struck at Leipzig in the afternoon, and then at night British
bombers also struck. In total 13,696 were killed and 50,000 left homeless. Meanwhile the German Luftwaffe
was making its heaviest raids on London since May 1941. (Oh, God, when is this going to be over?)
US Marines and Army troops supported by naval bombardment landed on Eniwetok Island of Eniwetok Atoll
in the Marshall Islands. The operation was under the command of Rear Admiral H.W. Hill.
Army, Naval, and Marines land-based aircraft heavily attacked the airfield and other Japanese installations at
Rabaul, New Britain. The area was repeatedly bombed and after this the Japanese would abandon their air
defense of Rabaul.
Motor torpedo boats engaged a German convoy southeast of the island of Elba.
Allied cruiser and destroyer gunfire supported US positions at Anzio, Italy.
The submarine USS Grayback sank 2 Japanese cargo ships, leaving it with only 2 torpedoes.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chasers #22, #34, and #40 by Army aircraft, off New Ireland
WORLD WAR II
February 20, Sunday, 1944: A Prisoner’s Music Festival began at the prisoner of war camp in Eichstätt,
Germany. It was organized by British Lieutenant Richard Wood and concludes with the world premiere of a
specially commissioned choral work by Wood’s good friend, Benjamin Britten: The Ballad of Little Musgrave
and Lady Barnard for male chorus and piano.
American bombers struck Regensburg, Fürth, Graz, Zell-am-See, Fiume, Pola, and Zara.
Carrier task group (Rear Admiral J.W. Reeves) bombed Japanese installations on Jaluit Atoll, Marshall
Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST348, by submarine torpedo, Italian area, 40 degrees 57 minutes North,
13 degrees 14 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #48, by Army aircraft, off New Ireland
WORLD WAR II
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February 21, 1944: Ballad of a Boy Who Remained Unknown op.93 for soprano, tenor, chorus and orchestra
by Sergei Prokofiev to words of Antokolsky, was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
Hans Pfitzner’s 37-year-old son Peter died in Russia.
Soviet troops occupied Soltsy and Kholm east of Pskov.
American bombers strike Steyr, Gotha, and Schweinfurt.
Americans landed on Parry, Enewetak against strong Japanese resistance.
Japanese resistance on the Green Islands, north of Bougainville, came to an end.
WORLD WAR II
February 22, Tuesday, 1944: Two Songs op.18 for voice and piano by Samuel Barber were performed for the
initial time, in New York: The Queen’s Face on a Summery Coin, to words of Horan, and Monks and Raisins,
to words of Villa.
Soviet forces captured Dno, east of Pskov.
At Dachau, 31 Soviet POWs were executed.
After torpedoing the tanker British Chivalry, Japanese submarine I-37 machine-gunned its lifeboats, killing
20. Chivalry, what’s that?
Completing United States control of Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands, under cover of naval
bombardment and carrier-aircraft bombing US Marines landed on Perry Island.
Destroyers bombarded the Japanese airstrips, pier area, and anchorages at Kavieng on New Ireland.
US submarine Ray (SS-271), laid mines at the entrance to the port of Saigon in French Indochina.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-200, by collision with unknown object, off Long Island, New York,
41 degrees 23 minutes North, 71 degrees 1 minute West
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Minelayer Natsushima, by destroyers, off New Ireland, 2 degrees 40 minutes South, 149 degrees
40 minutes East
Tug Nagaura, by destroyers, off New Ireland, 6 degrees 54 minutes South, 148 degrees 38 minutes
East
River gunboat Francis Garnier, by mine, South China Sea, 10 degrees 30 minutes North,
108 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 23, Wednesday, 1944: Le Voyageur sans bagage, a film with music by Francis Poulenc, was shown
for the initial time, in Paris.
To Russia for baritone, chorus and orchestra by Arnold Bax, to words of Masefield, was performed for the
initial time, in Royal Albert Hall, London.
Soviet forces captured Strugi Krasnyye northeast of Pskov.
American aircraft raided Rota, Tinian, and Saipan in the Marianas, sinking 20,000 tons of Japanese shipping.
In defense of Saipan, the Japanese would lose 168 planes while managing to destroy only 6 American planes.
American forces completed the occupation of Eniwetok Atoll. US losses in the Marshall Islands totaled 300
killed and 750 wounded. Japanese losses totaled 3,400, there being only 66 survivors.
The Red Army forces took Strugi Krasnyye, midway between Luga and Pskov and attacks began toward Dno.
At Anzio, General Lucas was replaced by General Truscott as commander of the US 6th Corps.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Riches can all be lost, but that happiness in your own heart can only be veiled, and
it will still bring you happiness again, as long as you live. As long as you can look fearlessly up into the
heavens, as long as you know that you are pure within, and that you will still find happiness.”

WORLD WAR II
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February 25, Friday, 1944: Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions at Kavieng, New Ireland and Rabaul,
New Britain.
The 1,920-ton destroyer HMS Mahratta was escorting convoy JW-57 to Russia when it was torpedoed and
sunk in the Barents Sea by U-boat U956. 11 officers and 209 ratings died.
The British chief science adviser, Lord Cherwell, recommended to Winston Churchill that our “N-bombs” be
dropped on the Germans. The “N,” or Bacillus anthracis bacterium, “is extremely difficult to get rid of once
it is scattered.” Although the bacterium has a “potentiality” that is simply “appalling,” the “most secret” status
of the development program in England and the “top secret” status of the program in the USA sponsored by
such American science advisers as Vannevar Bush will be adequate to protect this government project from
being interfered with by the public. “There is no known cure and no effective prophylaxis,” and in fact this
type of weapon may prove to be “more formidable, because infinitely easier to make, than ______.”
Churchill needed no special pleading, he was for it, in fact he had all along been lusting for this sort of ultimate
horror scenario.
GERM WARFARE

WORLD WAR II

Curb Science?232
Science, that gives man hope to live without lies
Or blast himself off the earth: Curb science
Until morality catches up? — But look: morality
At present running rapidly retrograde,
You’d have to turn science too, back to the witch-doctors
And myth-drunkards. Besides that morality
Is not an end in itself: truth is an end.
To seek the truth is better than good works, better than survival,
Holier than innocence and higher than love.
— Robinson Jeffers

February 26, Saturday, 1944: Soviet troops captured Porkhov, east of Pskov.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

PT-251, by Japanese coastal defense gun, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 30 minutes South, 155
degrees 10 minutes East
LST349, by grounding, Italian area, 40 degrees 55 minutes North, 12 degrees 58 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

232. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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February 29, Tuesday, 1944: What was the war about? The war was about our maintaining the American way
of life! The House of Representatives of South Carolina therefore passed a resolution expressing “belief in and
allegiance to established white supremacy.” It issued a stern warning for “damned agitators of the North to
leave the South alone.”
Destroyer task group (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler) landed Army troops on Los Negros Island in the
Admiralty Islands (Papua New Guinea).
Destroyers bombarded wharf area and buildings at Rabaul, New Britain
After the SS Ascot was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine in the Indian Ocean, the swimmers and the rafts of
the survivors were machine-gunned. Of the 52 who had abandoned ship, only 8 would survive.
WORLD WAR II
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March 3, Friday, 1944: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced that the war vessels of the Italian
Fleet were to be distributed among the United States, Great Britain, and Russia.
Japanese River Boat Karatsu was sunk by US Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) in the vicinity of the Philippine
Islands area, at 8 degrees 52 minutes North, 123 degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

The Japanese ship Amerika-maru, carrying 1,700 passengers, almost all civilians fleeing Saipan, was sunk by
an American submarine.
Symphony no.2 by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Boston. It was dedicated to the United
States Army Air Forces, of which the composer Samuel Barber was presently a member.
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March 4, Saturday, 1944: Army and Naval land-based aircraft attack Choiseul Island, Solomon Islands.
Allied task force (Rear Admiral V.A.C. Crutchley, RN) including 2 United States cruisers and 4 United States
destroyers, bombards Japanese shore batteries and positions on Hauwei and Norilo Islands in the Admiralty
Islands; bombardment would be repeated on 6 and 7 March.
Soviet troops began an offensive on the Belorussian front.
84 civilians were shot by the Germans in the ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto. The dead and wounded were thrown
into the basement of a ruined house and the house was set alight. Screams would be heard for 6 hours.
First major daylight bombing raid on Berlin, German by the Allies.
WORLD WAR II
March 8, Wednesday, 1944: Japanese troops begin a massive counterattack on American troops on
Bougainville, making some initial gains.
Japanese forces began a general counteroffensive in Burma (Myanmar) at Tiddim, crossing into India.
Japanese aircraft attacked United States position on Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Monday, 1944: When a freighter of Greek registry, the SS Peleus, was torpedoed by the German
U-boat U852, survivors were machine-gunned on their life rafts, and hand grenades were lobbed into the rafts,
killing 32 more of the seamen. Only 3 from this freighter’s crew would evade the submariners. (KL HeinzWilhelm Eck and 3 members of his crew would be sentenced by the War Crimes Court in Hamburg and would,
on November 30, 1945, face a firing squad.)
American forces on Bougainville undid all Japanese gaind since March 8th.
Indian troops in Burma withdrew to Imphal, India.
Soviet forces captured Kherson at the mouth of the Dneper.
Bachianas Brasileiras no.7 for strings by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de
Janeiro, under the baton of the composer.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Light cruiser Tatsuta, by submarine Sandlance (SS-381), off Honshu, Japan, 32
degrees 58 minutes North, 138 degrees 52 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-575, by aircraft (VC-95) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), destroyer Hobson
(DD-464), destroyer escort Haverfield (DE-393), Canadian vessel, and British aircraft, North Atlantic area,
46 degrees 18 minutes North, 27 degrees 34 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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March 16, Thursday, 1944: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Shirakumo, by submarine Tautog (SS199), off Japan, 42 degrees 25 minutes North, 144 degrees 55 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-392, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-63) and British surface craft, western Mediterranean area,
35 degrees 55 minutes North, 5 degrees 41 minutes West
U-801, by aircraft (VC-6) from escort carrier Block Island (CVE-21), destroyer Corry (DD-463),
destroyer escort Bronstein (DE-189), west of Cape Verde Islands, 16 degrees 42 minutes North,
30 degrees 26 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

March 18, Saturday, 1944: While en route from Durban to Colombo the merchant ship Daisy Moller was
sunk, and then 53 of its surviving seamen were machine-gunned by the crew of Japanese submarine RO-110
(I-165?). Only 16 would survive.
The British dropped 3,000 tons of bombs during an air raid on Hamburg, Germany.
Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

Task group including 1 carrier, 2 battleships, and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.A. Lee) bombed and bombarded
Japanese installations on Mili Island in the Marshall Islands.
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Destroyers bombarded Japanese in Wewak area, New Guinea; bombardment would continue into the
following day.
Soviet troops took Zhmerinka,east of Lvov and reached the west bank of the Dniester River.
On Führer Adolf Hitler’s summons, Admiral Horthy went to Klessheim Castle south of Salzburg. He was
forced to accept a new government under Döme Sztójay, German troops in Hungary, German control of
Hungarian raw materials and the deportation of all Hungarian Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Iowa (BB-61), by coastal defense gun, Mili Island, Marshall
Islands
WORLD WAR II
March 20, Monday, 1944: Soviet forces captured Vinnitsa, east of Lvov and Mogilev-Podolskiy to the south.
They also captured Soroki on the west bank of the Dnestr (Moldova).
The express train between Moscow and Leningrad resumedservice.
Naval attack group (Commodore L.F. Reifsnider) landed the 4th Marine Division (Brigadier General A.H.
Noble) on Emirau Island, Bismarck Archipelago.
Task force including 4 battleships, 2 escort carriers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral R.M. Griffin) bombarded
and bombed Kavieng, New Ireland.
The submarine Angler (SS-240) evacuated 58 persons including women and children from the west coast of
Panay, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Auxiliary submarine chasers #47 and #49, by Army aircraft, north of New
Guinea, 2 degrees 55 minutes South, 143 degrees 40 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
March 23, Thursday (25th anniversary of the Fascist Party), 1944: The 11th Company of the 3rd Battalion of
the Schutzstaffel Polizei Regiment “Bozen,” consisting of 156 men, were on their regular daily march through
the streets of Rome to the Macao Barracks and had reached the narrow Via Rasella when a bomb planted by
Italian partisans exploded killing 26 and wounding 60, 2 mortally. Some civilians were also killed. The
German Commandant of Rome, General Kurt Malzer, while inebriated, ordered the arrest of all Italians who
lived on that street. Some 200 civilians were rounded up and turned over temporarily to the Italian authorities.
Führer Adolf Hitler, on hearing of this bomb placed in a road-sweeper’s cart, immediately ordered that 30
Italians be shot for each dead policeman, although later this number was reduced to 10 per dead policeman.
The next day, the civilians would be loaded onto lorries and taken to some caves that had been discovered by
the Germans on the Via Ardeatina in which the disbanded Italian army had stored barrels of petrol and
vehicles. At 3:30PM execution would begin, with each victim ordered to kneel and shot in the back of the head.
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By 8PM this work would be completed.

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.
Schutzstaffel Obersturmbannführer Herbert Kappler, who had been in charge of the executions, would in 1947
be sentenced to life imprisonment — in 1972 he was allowed to marry his German nurse, Anneliese Wenger
— in 1976, with her help, he would be able to escape from the prison hospital — seven months later in her
home at Soltau in northern Germany, he would die of cancer of the stomach. General Malzer would die in
prison. Today, the Ardeatina Caves are a memorial, and nearby is a mausoleum containing stone sarcophagi
for 335 victims.
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Near Naples, Vesuvio blew its top:

MOUNT VESUVIUS
Destroyers bombarded enemy installations on Mussau Islands in the St. Matthias group of the Bismarck
Archipelago.
United States Naval Air Facility, Dunkeswell, England was established.
A Japanese submarine was sunk: Submarine I-42, by submarine Tunny (SS-282), off Palau Islands, 6 degrees
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40 minutes North, 134 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
After initial progress, Allied (India-New Zealand) forces withdrew from their gained at Cassino and the
attacked was called off.
4,000 Greek Jews were deported to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Concerto for cello and orchestra op. 52 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in Solingen.
Henry Cowell’s Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.2 for string orchestra was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of station WEAF, New York.
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March 24, Friday, 1944: At Stalag Luft III at Sagan in Silesia, hundreds of Royal Air Force officer prisoners
of war had had a hand in the building of a tunnel, starting beneath one of the huts in the British north compound
of the camp. The tunnel ran for 360 feet and passed under the perimeter wire at a depth of 20 feet. On this date
79 men managed to make their way through the tunnel before it was discovered. The last three out gave
themselves up, hoping in that manner to delay the search for the rest. Führer Adolf Hitler issued a personal
order that 50 of the escapees were to be shot on recapture. Within weeks all would have been recaptured,
except for three who eventually would reach England. After their capture, the officers would be confined in
various jails near the places of their arrest. Early in the morning they would be taken out of their cells and in
groups of two or three bundled into cars and driven out into the country. On the autobahn, near a wood, the car
would stop and the German guards would allow the prisoners to get out to relieve themselves. While they were
urinating, their guards would shoot them in the neck.

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.
Their bodies would then be taken to the nearby crematoria. When urns containing the ashes of these officers
began arriving at Stalag Luft III, the urns had the officer’s name and date of cremation and place-names such
as Gorlitz, Brux, Breslau, Liegnitz, Kiel, München, Saarbrucken, and Danzig. Most urns would be dated
March 29, 30, and 31, 1944. The official Gestapo record would be that an officer had been “shot while
attempting to escape.” After the war, the RAF Special Investigation Branch would begin a 3-year search for
culprits. Of the 72 individuals traced, 21 would be executed, 17 would be imprisoned, 11 would commit
suicide, and the remainder would die, disappear, or be acquitted.
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

A Japanese submarine was sunk: Submarine I-32, by destroyer escort Manlove (DE-36), and submarine chaser
PC-1135, Marshall Islands area, 8 degrees 30 minutes North, 170 degrees 10 minutes East.
The last organized Japanese resistance on Bougainville ended.
Soviet forces captured Voznesensk, north of Odessa, and Zaleschik, southeast of Lvov.
In reprisal for the blowing up of 33 German soldiers in Rome on the previous day, 335 Italian men and boys
were gunned down at the Fosse Ardeatine.
When 811 British planes attacked Berlin, 472 died, a few of them soldiers.
Cantata for Wartime for female chorus and orchestra by Ernst Krenek to words of Melville was performed for
the initial time, in Northrop Memorial Auditorium, Minneapolis.
WORLD WAR II
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March 25, Saturday, 1944: American forces on Manus Island in the Admiralty Islands (Papua New Guinea)
crushed the last Japanese resistance.
When German troops went on the attack on the Plateau des Glières above Annecy, they killed 400 members
of the French Resistance.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chaser #54, by submarine Pollack (SS-180), north of Bonin Islands,
28 degrees 34 minutes North, 142 degrees 14 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
March 26, Sunday, 1944: After the Dutch ship Tjisalak was torpedoed, the crew of Japanese submarine I-8
attacked its 98 surviving crewmembers and passengers with swords, and by using spanners as clubs.233
Soviet troops took Balta northeast of Kishinev and reached the River Prut along a 90-kilometer front.
A Political Committee of National Liberation was formed in Greece in opposition to the government-in-exile.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Tullibee (SS-284), probably by a circular run of its own torpedo,
north of Palau Islands, Caroline Islands
WORLD WAR II
March 28, Tuesday, 1944: Soviet troops captured Nikolayev, northeast of Odessa.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions on Kapingamarangi Atoll, north of New Ireland.
WORLD WAR II
March 29, 1944: Red Army troops crossed into Greater Germany, taking Kolomyja (Kolomya, Ukraine).
WORLD WAR II

233. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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March 30, Thursday, 1944: Japanese troops began a siege of Imphal, India.
The Red Army captured Chernovtsy in Ukraine.
When 800 British planes attacked Nürnberg, Germany of the 714 people who lost their lives fully 545 were
British airmen — the worst losses of any raid during the war.
Fast carrier forces under Commander Fifth Fleet (Admiral R.A. Spruance) commence intensive bombing of
Japanese airfields, shipping, fleet service facilities, and other installations at Palau, Yap, Ulithi, and Woleai in
the Caroline Islands group. Extensive minefields were planted by carrier-based aircraft in and around the
channels and approaches to the Palau Islands. Attacks continue until April 1st.
The submarine USS Grayback, which had only 2 torpedoes left and had been scheduled to arrive at Midway
Island for rearmament on March 7th, had failed to appear. On this day it was listed as missing in action,
presumed lost.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Grayback (SS-208), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine Tunney (SS-282) accidentally by friendly aircraft off Palau
Islands, 7 degrees 29 minutes North, 134 degrees 26 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Palau, Caroline Islands raid: Repair ship Akashi, oilers Ose, Sata, and Iro,
submarine chasers #6 and #26, auxiliary submarine chasers #22 and #53, and patrol boat #31, by carrier-based
aircraft
WORLD WAR II
March 31, Friday, 1944: Japanese naval vessels sunk: Old destroyer Wakatake, by carrier-based aircraft, off
Palau Islands, Caroline Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Soviet forces took Ochakov on the Black Sea, east of Odessa.
Hungarian Jews were required to wear the yellow badge.
ANTISEMITISM
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April 4, Tuesday, 1944: Japanese forces attacked Allied (Great Britain-India) defenders of Kohima, India,
key to the Assam Valley northeast of Dhaka.
A federal court in Los Angeles acquitted Charlie Chaplin of violating the Mann Act by having purchased a
railroad ticket to send wannabee starlet Joan Barry (Mary Louise Gribble), who was becoming mentally ill,
home from Hollywood to New York.
United States Destroyer Hall (DD-583) was damaged by a coastal defense gun in the Marshall Islands, at 9
degrees 30 minutes North, 170 degrees 0 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Anne Frank to her diary: “I want to go on living even after my death! And therefore I am grateful to God for
giving me this gift, this possibility of developing myself and of writing, of expressing all that is in me. I can
shake off everything if I write; my sorrows disappear, my courage is reborn.”
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April 5, Wednesday, 1944: Several works for prepared piano by John Cage were performed for the initial time,
at the Studio Theater, New York, to dances by Merce Cunningham: The Perilous Night, Tossed as it was
Untroubled, Root of an Unfocus, Spontaneous Earth, The Unavailable Memory of, Triple-Paced No.2.
From this point, the Jews of Hungary would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.

ANTISEMITISM
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #46, by carrier-based aircraft, Caroline Islands area
WORLD WAR II
April 7, Friday, 1944: Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba escaped from Auschwitz — their descriptions of
Auschwitz would reach the world and become known as the Auschwitz Protocols.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Champlin (DD-601), by intentional ramming of German
submarine and by gunfire, North Atlantic area, 40 degrees 18 minutes North, 62 degrees 22 minutes West
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-2, by destroyer Saufley (DD-465), north of New Ireland, 2 degrees 17
minutes South, 149 degrees 14 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-856, by destroyer Champlin (DD-601) and destroyer escort (DE-145), North
Atlantic area, 40 degrees 18 minutes North, 62 degrees 22 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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April 11, Tuesday, 1944: Soviet troops took Dzhankoy and Kerch in Crimea.
British planes destroyed a building in The Hague housing records of the Gestapo in the Netherlands.
6 bombers attacked at a height of 15 meters. 61 Dutch were killed — but hundreds in the resistance would be
saved.
Lieutenant-Commander Iritono Atsao’s destroyer IJN Akigumo, that had assisted in the sinking of the aircraft
carrier USS Hornet, was at this point torpedoed by the USS Redfin 30 miles south of Zamboanga while
escorting the troop transport, Kiyokawa Maru. The Lieutenant-Commander and 136 crewmen died.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Holder (DE-401), by submarine torpedo, western Mediterranean area, 37 degrees
3 minutes North, 3 degrees 58 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Akigumo, by submarine Redfin (SS-272), Celebes Sea, 6 degrees 43 minutes North,
122 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 13, Thursday, 1944: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Ikazuchi, by submarine Harder (SS-257),
Central Pacific area, 10 degrees 13 minutes North, 143 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
A federal judge in Honolulu ruled that continued martial law in the Hawaiian Islands was unnecessary and
invalid.
Soviet troops captured Feodosiya, Evpatoriya and Simferopol in Crimea.
Sophoklis Eleftheriou Venizelos replaced Emmanouil Ioannou Tsouderos as Prime Minister of the Greek
government in exile in Cairo.
April 17, Monday, 1944: Incidental music to the stage spectacle Russian River by Dmitri Shostakovich to
words of Dobrovolsky was performed for the initial time, in Moscow Dzerzhinsky Central Club.
Anton Webern was conscripted into the air raid police in Mödling, and would be required to organize shelters
and clear rubble.
The Japanese began their final large offensive in China, across the Huang River.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Trout (SS-202), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
German submarine sunk: U-986, by minesweeper Swift (AM-122), and submarine chaser PC-619, North
Atlantic area, 50 degrees 9 minutes North, 12 degrees 51 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 19, Wednesday, 1944: Sweden rejected demands by the Allies to halt sales of ball bearings to Germany.
Pierre Boulez began weekly counterpoint lessons with Andrée Vaurabourg (Mme Arthur Honegger) at her
apartment on Montmartre.
Allied naval force (Admiral J.F. Sommerville, RN), including United States carrier Saratoga (CV-3) and 3
United States destroyers, struck Japanese positions at Sabang, Netherlands East Indies.
WORLD WAR II
April 20, Thursday, 1944: After fierce and desperate resistance, the Allied (Great Britain-India) defenders of
Kohima were relieved and the Japanese advance into India was halted.

The Liberty Ship SS Paul Hamilton was part of Convoy UGS-38 about 30 miles off the coast of Cape Bengut,
Algeria when it was sunk by an aerial torpedo from a Junker Ju-88 bomber. 47 crewmen, 504 Army Air Force
personnel including 154 men of the 831st Squadron, and 29 armed guards died. There were no floaters and
only the corpse of 2nd Lieutenant Austin Anderle would be recovered.234
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(Leaving entirely out of consideration all the sinkings from which there was at least one floating survivor,
during WWII, a total of 43 American merchant ships would be lost in this manner, which is to say, lost with
all hands — totaling more than 1,600 such mass deaths.)

United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Landsdale (DD-426), by aircraft torpedo, western Mediterranean
area, 37 degrees 3 minutes North, 3 degrees 51 minutes East
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-45, by submarine Seahorse (SS-304), off Marianas Islands, 15 degrees 19
minutes North, 145 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

234. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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April 21, Friday, 1944: 640 French were killed during an Allied bombing raid on Paris.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill informed the House of Commons that the words dealing with freedom and
self-determination in the Atlantic Charter did not apply to the British Empire.
The French Provisional Government extended voting rights to women.
Naval task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher), including carriers, battleships, cruisers, and destroyers,
bombed and bombarded Japanese airfields and defensive positions at Hollandia, Wakde, Sawar, and Sarmi
areas of New Guinea (these attacks would continue on April 22d).
WORLD WAR II
April 22, Saturday, 1944: The US Army landed 84,000 men at Hollandia, Netherlands New Guina (Jayapura,
West Irian) and Aitape, Northeast New Guinea (Papua New Guinea).
American forces took Ungelap, completing their conquest of the Marshall Islands. The assault operation was
under the control of Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey and supported by gunfire and carrier-based aircraft from Vice
Admiral M.A. Mitscher’s carrier task force.
The 1st 3 of the 4 parts of The Wayward by Harry Partch were performed for the initial time, in Carnegie
Chamber Music Hall, New York: Eight Hitchhiker Inscriptions from a Highway Railing at Barstow, California
for voice and guitar; US Highball: a Musical Account of a Transcontinental Hobo Trip to the composer’s
words for chorus, guitar and chromelodeon; and San Francisco: a Setting of the Cries of Two Newsboys on a
Foggy Night in the Twenties for solo voice, viola, chromelodeon and kithara. Also premiered was Partch’s YD
Fantasy for soprano, tin flutes, tin oboe, flexatone and chromelodeon to his own words.
The submarine Redfin (SS-272) laid mines off Sarawak, Borneo.
WORLD WAR II
April 23, Sunday, 1944: Allied forces retook Hollandia, Netherlands New Guinea (Jayapura, West Irian) from
the Japanese.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Amagiri, by mine, Makassar Strait, Netherlands East Indies area, 2
degrees 12 minutes South, 116 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 26, Wednesday, 1944: Two British and two Greek agents captured General Heinrich Kreipe, commander
of Crete, on the road between Arhanes and Heraklion. He was spirited away to Egypt and would be transferred
to London, finally ending up in Calgary.
Georgios Andreou Papandreou replaced Sophoklis Eleftheriou Venizelos as Prime Minister of the Greek
government in exile in Cairo.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-180, by destroyer escort Gilmore (DE-18), North Pacific area, 55
degrees 10 minutes North, 155 degrees 40 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-488, by destroyer escorts Frost (DE-144), Huse (DE-145), Barber (DE-161), and
Snowden (DE-246), mid-Atlantic area, 17 degrees 54 minutes North, 38 degrees 5 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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April 26-May 6, 1944: A Japanese convoy (Operation Take-Ichi) transporting around 20,000 troops, enroute
from Shanghai to reinforce the Japanese garrison of Halmahera on the Vogelkop Peninsula, was engaged by
the American submarine USS Jack. The Yoshida Maru was carrying an entire Japanese Army regiment of
3,000 men when it went under off Manila Bay on April 26th leaving not a single floater to be salvaged. On
May 6th, the American submarine USS Gurnard spotted the same convoy.

This time the tin fish found the 6,886-ton transport Tenshizan Maru, the 6,995-ton transport Taijima Maru, and
the 5,824-ton transport Aden Maru. In total, nearly half the soldiers that had embarked in this troop convoy at
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Shanghai died before it reached its destination.
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(That’s termed attrition and in war it’s considered a Good Thing.)
WORLD WAR II
April 27, Thursday, 1944: Symphony no.1 by Elliott Carter was performed for the initial time, in Eastman
Theater, Rochester, New York, conducted by Howard Hanson.
United States naval vessel sunk: Cargo ship Etamin (AK-93), by aircraft torpedo, western New Guinea area,
3 degrees 9 minutes South, 142 degrees 24 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Yubari, by submarine Bluegill (SS-242), southwest of the Palau Islands, 5 degrees
20 minutes North, 132 degrees 16 minutes East.
Minelayer Kamone, by submarine Halibut (SS-232), off Ryukyu Islands, 27 degrees 37 minutes
North, 128 degrees 11 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 28, Friday, 1944: Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox died in Washington DC.
At Slapton Sands near Dartmouth, a massive practice for the invasion of France was spotted by German patrol
boats. They torpedoed 2 tank landing ships, killing 639 Americans.
United States naval vessels sunk: LST507, and LST531, by torpedoes from surface craft, English Channel, 50
degrees 28 minutes North, 2 degrees 51 minutes West
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-183, by submarine Pogy (SS-266), off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 7
minutes North, 133 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 29, Saturday, 1944: When Commander John Stubbs’s Canadian destroyer HMCS Athabaskan was
torpedoed north of Ile de Bas, France while clearing mines in the English Channel prior to the invasion of
France by German torpedo boat T-26, the Commander and 128 crewmen died. The destroyer HMCS Haida
was able to retrieved 44 of the floaters, but 83 others were retrieved by German torpedo boats and became
POWs.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher), including 12 carriers, commence 2-day
bombing attack on Japanese shipping, oil and ammunition bumps, aircraft facilities, and other installations at
Truk, Caroline Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-346 and PT-347, accidentally by friendly aircraft, Bismarck Archipelago
area, 4 degrees 13 minutes South, 151 degrees 27 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine I-174, by aircraft from light carrier Monterey (CVL-26) and
destroyers MacDonough (DD-351) and Stephen Potter (DD-538), Caroline Islands area, 6 degrees 13 minutes
North, 151 degrees 19 minutes East. River gunboat Tahure, by submarine Flasher (SS-249), South China Sea,
13 degrees 2 minutes North, 109 degrees 28 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-421, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
WORLD WAR II
April 30, Sunday, 1944: Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf) bombarded Japanese
positions on Satawan Island, in the Namoi Group of the Caroline Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Yitzhak Katznelson, songwriter and poet, along with his 18-year-old son, were gassed at Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
At 5:30PM the American Broadcasting Station in Europe (ABSIE) began broadcasting from England to the
continent. Its music director was Marc Blitzstein.
May 4, Thursday, 1944: The United States Naval Base and the Naval Air Facility, were established at Majuro
Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
Meat, with a few exceptions, was removed from the rationing system in the United States of America.
Russian-American inventor Igor I. Sikorski received a US patent for a helicopter and its controls.
George Cukor’s film Gaslight was shown for the initial time, in New York City.
German submarine U-371 was sunk in the western Mediterranean by destroyer escorts Joseph E. Campbell
(DE-70), Pride (DE-323), and British and French surface craft.
WORLD WAR II
May 5, Friday, 1944: Admiral S. Toyoda became Commander in Chief of Japanese Combined Fleet
succeeding Admiral Koga, who had been killed in an airplane crash on March 31st.
After almost two years internment in the Aga Khan’s palace in Poona, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was for
medical reasons released unconditionally. This would prove to have been his final imprisonment. During his
life the Mahatma has spent a total of 2,338 days in jail.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer escort Fechteler (DE-157), by submarine torpedo, western Mediterranean area,
36 degrees 7 minutes North, 2 degrees 40 minutes West
PT-247, by coastal defense gun, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 38 minutes South, 156 degrees
1 minute East
WORLD WAR II
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May 10, Wednesday, 1944: The International Labor Organization issued a declaration concerning its aims
and purposes.

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States Naval Base, Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, was established.
Chinese forces crossed the Salween River at Kunlong northeast of Mandalay moving toward Japanese
positions in Burma (Myanmar).
Japanese old destroyer Karukaya was sunk by the submarine Cod (SS-224) in the vicinity of the Philippine
Islands, 15 degrees 38 minutes North, 119 degrees 25 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Thursday, 1944: At 11PM 2,000 pieces of Allied artillery simultaneously opened fire from Cassino
to the Tyrrhenian Sea, bombarding the German “Gustav Line” south of Rome.
At 11:45PM Allied (United States-Great Britain-India-New Zealand-Poland-Free France) forces began a
general offensive against the German defenders of the Cassino front.
The Submarine Crevalle (SS-291) evacuated 28 women and children from Negros, Philippine Islands.
Establishment of United States Naval Advanced Amphibious Base, Southampton, England.
WORLD WAR II
May 13, Saturday, 1944: The Red Army completed its conquest of Crimea.
The Allied offensive in Italy began to make headway.
Naval land-based and Army aircraft stage heavy bombing attack on Japanese installations at Jaluit Atoll,
Marshall Islands; attack continues on 14 May.Japanese submarine sunk: RO-501 (ex German U-1224), by
destroyer escort Francis M. Robinson (DE-220), mid-Atlantic area, 18 degrees 8 minutes North, 33 degrees
13 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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May 14, Sunday, 1944: Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.’s mother Edith Lieber Vonnegut committed suicide.
March op.99 for winds by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
Seven Anniversaries for piano by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in the Opera House,
Boston, by the composer.
The Prairie, a cantata for solo voices, chorus and orchestra by Lukas Foss to words of Sandburg was performed
for the initial time, in Town Hall, New York.
US submarine Bonefish (SS-223) sank Japanese destroyer Inazuma in the Celebes Sea, 3 degrees 8 minutes
North, 119 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 16, Tuesday, 1944: The Japanese submarine I-176 was sunk by destroyers Franks (DD-554) and
Haggard (DD-555), north of Solomon Islands, 4 degrees 1 minute South, 156 degrees 29 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 17, Wednesday, 1944: American bombers attacked oil installations at Surabaya.
Allied (United States-China) forces captured the airfield at Myitkyina north of Mandalay.
Rival Greek factions meeting in Lebanon agree to form a joint government in exile in Cairo.
Allied forces captured Esperia and Formia, southeast of Rome.
US Army troops landed at Wakde-Toem area, New Guinea, preceded by cruiser and destroyer bombardment
(Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey).
Allied task force (Admiral J.F. Somerville, RN) including United States carrier Saratoga (CV-3) bombed
enemy shipping and harbor installations at Surabaya, Java.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese defenses on Eniben Island, Maloelap Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
The German submarine U-616 was sunk by destroyers Gleaves (DD-423), Hilary P. Jones (DD-427), Ellyson
(DD0454), Hambleton (DD-455), Rodman (DD-456), Emmons (DD0457), Macomb (458), Nields (DD-616),
and British aircraft, in the western Mediterranean area, 36 degrees 46 minutes North, 0 degrees 52 minutes
East.
WORLD WAR II
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May 19, Friday, 1944: The US Communist Party, meeting in New York City for two days, endorsed Franklin
Delano Roosevelt’s candidacy for President.
James Forrestal of New York, Under Secretary of the Navy since 1940, became Secretary of the Navy.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bombed Marcus Island (the attack would
continue on May 20th).Japanese Submarine I-16 was sunk by Destroyer Escort England (DE-635) in the
vicinity of the Solomon Islands, at 5 degrees 10 minutes South, 158 degrees 10 minutes East.
German Submarine U-960 was sunk by Destroyers Niblack (DD-424), Ludlow (SS-438), and British aircraft
in the western Mediterranean, at 37 degrees 20 minutes North, 1 degree 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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May 21, Sunday, 1944: Three of the Quatre chansons pour voix grave for voice and piano by Arthur
Honegger to words of Verlaine, Ronsard and Aguet were performed for the initial time, in the Salle du
Conservatoire, Paris.
In the village of Frayssinet just south of Tulle in central France, members of the underground killed a German
officer. The Germans in reprisal carefully selected some young males of one-child families, in such manner as
to negate any hope of further French familial line of descent. Outside the entrance to the local church there is
a small monument with a stone cross, and a plaque bearing the names of all 15 youths.
American amphibious units land at Sperlonga while other Americans captured Fondi, southeast of Rome.
There was a gynormous detonation at the West Locke Munitions Facility at Pearl Harbor on the island of Oahu,
and the official story is that the cause of this has never been discovered. (You don’t suppose someone made
the mistake of reasoning that out of the doing of harm, good would come? — Come on, we know the mistake
that was made: the mistake was that deadly explosives were being accumulated!) The ships destroyed were
Landing Ship-Tank LST-43, LST-69, LST-179, LST-353, and LST-480, and Landing Craft-Tank LCT(6)-961,
LCT(6)-963, and LCT(6)-983. It is said there must have been at least 1,000 who were either killed or wounded.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Naval land-based and Army aircraft attacked Japanese positions on Wotje Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Monday, 1944: Destroyers bombarded Japanese installations at the Wotje Atoll in the Marshall
Islands.Allied forces recaptured Wake Island from the Japanese.
French troops captured Pico, southeast of Rome.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
•
•

Destroyer Asanagi, by submarine Pollack (SS-180), southeast of Japan, 28 degrees 20 minutes
North, 138 degrees 57 minutes East
Submarine RO-106, by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck Archipelago,
1 degree 40 minutes North, 150 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 23, Tuesday, 1944: American forces broke out of the Anzio perimeter, making some gains at Cisterna.
A referendum in Iceland voted for breaking ties with the Danish crown and creating a republic.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bomb buildings and other targets on Wake
Island.
United States naval vessels damaged: Light cruiser Philadelphia (CL-41), and destroyer Laub (DD-613),
by collision, Italian area, 41 degrees 11 minutes North, 12 degrees 30 minutes East
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-104, by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck Archipelago,
1 degree 26 minutes North, 149 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 24, Wednesday, 1944: 200 delegates of the Albanian National Liberation Front met in Përmet.
They deposed King Zog and created the Antifascist Council of National Liberation. Enver Hoxha was named
head of government and commander in chief.
Canadian forces broke through the German defenses in the Liri Valley causing a wholesale German retreat.
They took Pontecorvo, west of Cassino while Americans captured Terracina on the Tyrrhenian Sea southeast
of Rome.
All 325 inhabitants of Pogonion, Greece were deported to a camp near Yanina as hostages. When guerrillas
attacked a German division, all of the hostages were killed.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on Samar in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-116 was sunk by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck
Archipelago, 0 degrees 53 minutes North, 149 degrees 14 minutes East
Frigate Iki, by submarine Raton (SS-270), Netherlands East Indies area, 1 degree 17 minutes North,
107 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 26, Friday, 1944: Lyon was bombed by the Allies. 717 French were killed.
Destroyer bombard enemy shore batteries and installations on Mili Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-108, by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck Archipelago, 0
degrees 32 minutes South, 149 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 27, Saturday, 1944: Incidental music to Morax’s play Charles Le Téméraire by Arthur Honegger was
performed for the initial time, in the Théâtre du Jorat, Mézières.
Army forces established a beachhead on Biak Island in the Schouten Islands off northwest New Guinea under
cover of naval gunfire from cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler).
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-339 was damaged by grounding in western New Guinea area, 4 degrees 1
minute South, 144 degrees 41 minutes East, and was then sunk by United States forces
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser SC-699, by Japanese Kamikaze, western New Guinea
area, 1 degree 12 minutes South, 136 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 28, Sunday, 1944: Japanese on Biak Island counterattacked the American landing.
The events of May 25th at Auschwitz were repeated.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Stockton (DD-646), by coastal defense gun, Biak Island,
Schouten Islands, off New Guinea, 1 degree 0 minutes South, 136 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 29, Monday, 1944: Canadian forces captured Ceprano, southeast of Rome.
President Carlos Alberto Arroyo del Río of Ecuador was overthrown and replaced by a revolutionary junta
temporarily led by Julio Teodoro Salem Gallegos.
A New York magistrate found The First Lady Chatterly by D.H. Lawrence obscene and held its publisher for
trial.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese installations on northern coast of New Ireland.
United States naval vessel sunk: Escort carrier Block Island (CVE-21), by submarine torpedo, northwest of
Canary Islands, 31 degrees 13 minutes North, 23 degrees 3 minutes West
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Barr (DE-576), by submarine torpedo, northwest of
Canary Islands, 31 degrees 13 minutes North, 23 degrees 3 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-549, by destroyer escorts Abrens (DE-575), and Eugene E. Elmore (DE-686), by
submarine torpedo, northwest of Canary Islands, 31 degrees 13 minutes North, 23 degrees 3 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
May 31, Wednesday, 1944: Canadian forces captured Frosinone, southeast of Rome, and Allies took Sora
nearby, while Americans captured Velletri, south of Rome.
José María Velasco Ibarra replaced Julio Teodoro Salem Gallegos as President of Ecuador.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

•

Submarine RO-105, by destroyers Hazelwood (DD-531) and McCord (DD-534), destroyer escorts
England (DD-635), George (DE-697), and Raby (DE-698), north of Bismarck Archipelago,
0 degrees 47 minutes North, 149 degrees 56 minutes East
Frigate Ishigaki, by submarine Herring (SS-233), North Pacific area, 48 degrees 36 minutes North,
151 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 2, Friday, 1944: American planes began bombing Silesia, Hungary and Romania from Italian airbases,
landing in Ukraine.
British planes bombed the railroad yards at Trappes. This was the last raid in an operation begun March 6 to
destroy transportation in northern France and Belgium in advance of the invasion. 8,000 bombers had dropped
42,000 tons of bombs.
The French Committee of National Liberation voted to change its name to the Provisional Government of the
French Republic.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Awaji, by submarine Guitarro (SS-363), off Formosa, 22 degrees 34
minutes North, 121 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Saturday, 1944: American troops took Albano and Frascati, southeast of Rome. Canadians took
Anagni, southeast of the city.
Josip Broz Tito was conveyed across the Adriatic Sea to Bari, Italy to meet with Allied commanders.
United States naval vessel damaged: destroyer Reid (DD-369), by Japanese dive bomber, western New Guinea
area, 1 degree 13 minutes South, 136 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 4, Sunday, 1944: German submarine U-505 was captured by hunter-killer group 150 miles off the coast
of Rio de Oro, Africa. Hunter-killer group (Captain D.V. Gallery) consists of escort carrier Guadalcanal
(CVE-60, Captain D.V. Gallery), and escort division (Commander F.S. Hall), composed of destroyer escorts
Pillsbury (DE-133, Lieutenant G. W. Casselman), Pope (DE-134, Lieutenant Commander E.H. Headland),
Flaherty (De-135, Lieutenant Commander M. Johnston), Chatelain (DE-149, Lieutenant Commander
D.S. Knox), and Jenks (DE-665, Lieutenant Commander J.F. Way).
Japanese aircraft attacked Allied cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral V.A.C. Crutchley, RN) off Biak,
New Guinea; two United States light cruisers area damaged.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Light cruiser Nashville (CL-43), by horizontal bomber, western New Guinea area, 1 degree
5 minutes South, 136 degrees 5 minutes East.
Light cruiser Phoenix (CL-46), by horizontal bomber, western New Guinea area, 1 degree
0 minutes South, 136 degrees 0 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #128, by Army aircraft, Philippine Sea, 4 degrees 9 minutes North,
129 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 6, Tuesday, 1944: Dawn of D-Day, Operation Neptune/Overlord — the Allied invasion of Normandy
from England. The Allied Expeditionary Force under the supreme command of General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower, USA, invaded Western Europe. Landings were made on beaches of northern France, following
pre-invasion minesweeping and bombardment by Allied warships, and under the cover of Allied aircraft and
naval gunfire. The invasion fleet of thousands of naval vessels, merchant ships, and landing craft under the
command of Admiral Sir Bertram H. Ramsay, RN, was divided into a Western (American) Task Force and an
Eastern (British) Task Force. The Western Task Force, commanded by Rear Admiral A.G. Kirk, USN, and
composed of two assault forces, “O” under the command of Rear Admiral J.L. Hall, USN, and “U” under the
command of Rear Admiral D.P. Moon, USN, landed the First United States Army commanded by Lieutenant
General O.N. Bradley, USA on “Omaha” and “Utah” beaches. Naval gunfire support groups commanded by
Rear Admiral M.L. Deyo, USN, and Rear Admiral C.F. Bryant, USN effectively prevented the German army
from moving up reinforcements and covered the troops advancing inland. After beachheads were established,
their primary naval responsibility was the landing of men and supplies.
Members of a panzer division in Magdeburg, who had formed a secret Antimilitarist Club, including Hans
Werner Henze, drank a toast to the invasion of Europe.
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy invasion:
•
•

Destroyer Corry (DD-463) by mine, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 1 degree 12 minutes West
Submarine chaser PC-1261, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 10 minutes West

United States naval vessel damaged, Normandy invasion: LST375, by collision, 42 degrees 31 minutes North,
0 degrees 50 minutes West
[NOTE: These official lists of United States naval
vessels sunk or damaged in the Normandy invasion neglect
to include any of the amphibious types less important
than the LST.]
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Minazuki, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Celebes Sea, 4 degrees 5 minutes North,
119 degrees 30 minutes East
Coastal defense vessel #15, by submarine Raton (SS-270), South China Sea, 8 degrees 58 minutes
North, 109 degrees 30 minutes East

General George Smith Patton, Jr. sent the following to his 20-year-old son, George Jr., a cadet at West Point:
APO 403, N.Y.
“D-Day”
Dear George:
At 0700 this morning the BBC announced that the German Radio had
just come out with an announcement of the landing of Allied
Paratroops and of large numbers of assault craft near shore. So
that is it.
This group of unconquerable heroes whom I command are not in yet
but we will be soon — I wish I was there now as it is a lovely
sunny day for a battle and I am fed up with just sitting.
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I have no immediate idea of being killed but one can never tell
and none of us can live forever, so if I should go don’t worry
but set yourself to do better than I have.
All men are timid on entering any fight; whether it is the first
fight or the last fight all of us are timid. Cowards are those
who let their timidity get the better of their manhood. You will
never do that because of your blood lines on both sides. I think
I have told you the story of Marshall Touraine who fought under
Louis XIV. On the morning of one of his last battles — he had
been fighting for forty years — he was mounting his horse when
a young ADC [aide-de-camp] who had just come from the court and
had never missed a meal or heard a hostile shot said: “M. de
Touraine it amazes me that a man of your supposed courage should
permit his knees to tremble as he walks out to mount.” Touraine
replied “My lord duke I admit that my knees do tremble but should
they know where I shall this day take them they would shake even
more.” That is it. Your knees may shake but they will always
take you towards the enemy. Well so much for that.
There are apparently two types of successful soldiers. Those who
get on by being unobtrusive and those who get on by being
obtrusive. I am of the latter type and seem to be rare and
unpopular: but it is my method. One has to choose a system and
stick to it; people who are not themselves are nobody.
To be a successful soldier you must know history. Read it
objectively — dates and even the minute details of tactics are
useless. What you must know is how man reacts. Weapons change
but man who uses them changes not at all. To win battles you do
not beat weapons — you beat the soul of man of the enemy man.
To do that you have to destroy his weapons, but that is only
incidental.
You
must
read
biography
and
especially
autobiography. If you will do it you will find that war is
simple. Decide what will hurt the enemy most within the limits
of your capabilities to harm him and then do it. TAKE CALCULATED
RISKS. That is quite different from being rash. My personal
belief is that if you have a 50% chance take it because the
superior fighting qualities of American soldiers lead by me will
surely give you the extra 1% necessary.
In Sicily I decided as a result of my information, observations
and a sixth sense that I have that the enemy did not have another
large scale attack in his system. I bet my shirt on that and I
was right. You cannot make war safely but no dead general has
ever been criticised so you have that way out always.
I am sure that if every leader who goes into battle will promise
himself that he will come out either a conqueror or a corpse he
is sure to win. There is no doubt of that. Defeat is not due to
losses but to the destruction of the soul of the leaders. The
“Live to fight another day” doctrine.
The most vital quality a soldier can possess is SELF CONFIDENCE
— utter, complete and bumptious. You can have doubts about your
good looks, about your intelligence, about your self control but
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to win in war you must have NO doubts about your ability as a
soldier.
What success I have had results from the fact that I have always
been certain that my military reactions were correct. Many
people do not agree with me; they are wrong. The unerring jury
of history written long after both of us are dead will prove me
correct.
Note that I speak of “Military reactions” — no one is borne with
them any more than anyone is borne with muscles. You can be born
with the soul capable of correct military reactions or the body
capable of having big muscles, but both qualities must be
developed by hard work.
The intensity of your desire to acquire any special ability
depends on character, on ambition. I think that your decision
to study this summer instead of enjoying yourself shows that you
have character and ambition — they are wonderful possessions.
Soldiers, all men in fact, are natural hero worshipers. Officers
with a flare for command realise this and emphasize in their
conduct, dress and deportment the qualities they seek to produce
in their men. When I was a second lieutenant I had a captain who
was very sloppy and usually late yet he got after the men for
just those faults; he was a failure.
The troops I have commanded have always been well dressed, been
smart saluters, been prompt and bold in action because I have
personally set the example in these qualities. The influence one
man can have on thousands is a never-ending source of wonder to
me. You are always on parade. Officers who through laziness or
a foolish desire to be popular fail to enforce discipline and
the proper wearing of uniforms and equipment not in the presence
of the enemy will also fail in battle, and if they fail in battle
they are potential murderers. There is no such thing as: “A good
field soldier:” you are either a good soldier or a bad soldier.
Well this has been quite a sermon but don’t get the idea that
it is my swan song because it is not — I have not finished my
job yet.
Your affectionate father.
WORLD WAR II
British forces won back Kohima, India from the Japanese after 64 days of fierce fighting.
Germans on Crete put 400 Greek hostages, 300 Italian POWs and 260 Jews on a boat, took it 1,500 kilometers
out to sea, and scuttled it. There would be no survivors.
ANTISEMITISM
French troops captured Tivoli, east of Rome.
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June 7, Wednesday, 1944: In fierce fighting, American troops captured Mokmer Airfield on Biak Island.
American troops captured Bracciano and Civitavecchia northeast of Rome while South African forces took
Civita Castellana north of Rome. Other Allied troops captured Subiaco west of Rome.
British forces captured Bayeux.
Capturing 34 Canadians near the villages of Buron and Authie in Normandy, German SS troops shot or stabbed
them all to death (over the following 48 hours 43 more Canadians would be dealt with in this manner).
Construction of artificial harbors and sheltered anchorages from sunken blockships and concrete caissons
began off Normandy beachheads.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Hollandia, New Guinea, was established.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine Gudgeon (SS-211), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
Minesweeper Tide (AM-125), by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 37 minutes North, 1 degree
5 minutes West
Transport Susan B. Anthony (AP-72), by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 33 minutes North,
0 degrees 49 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Harding (DD-625), by grounding, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes
East.
Minesweeper Pheasant (AM-61), by collision, 49 degrees 37 minutes North, 1 degree 5 minutes
West
PT-505, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 9 minutes West

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Hayanami, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Celebes Sea, 4 degrees
43 minutes North, 120 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 8, Thursday, 1944: The Supreme Soviet created the title “Heroine Mother” for any woman bearing more
than 10 children (it was being estimated that roughly 90% of all Soviet men between the ages of 18-21 had
already been killed in the war, and the leaders of the USSR were envisioning a future with inadequate supplies
of cannon-fodder).
British troops took Port-en-Bessin, north of Bayeux.
Beginning shortly before midnight and continuing on 9 June, an Allied naval force (Rear Admiral V.A.C.
Crutchley, RN), including 2 United States light cruisers and destroyers, intercepted and turned back 5 Japanese
destroyers attempting to reinforce Biak Island, in the Schouten Islands off New Guinea.
•

Submarine Harder (SS-257) evacuates coast-watchers from northeast coast of North Borneo.
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy area:
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•
•

Destroyer escort Rich (DE-695), by mine, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 1 degree 10 minutes West
LST-499, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 10 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area:
•
•

Destroyer Glennon (DD-620), by mine, 50 degrees 32 minutes North, 1 degree 12 minutes West
Destroyer Meredith (DD-726), by mine, 49 degrees 33 minutes North, 1 degree 6 minutes West

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Harusame, by Army aircraft, Biak area, New Guinea
Destroyer Kazagumo, by submarine Hake (SS-256), Mindanao, Philippine Islands 6 degrees
3 minutes North, 125 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 9, Friday, 1944: The Soviets began an offensive along the Finnish front.
When the 2nd SS Panzer Division “Das Reich” entered the town of Tulle south of Limoges in central France
after an attack by local French Maquis resistance fighters, they found near the school 40 mutilated corpses of
the German 111/95 Security Regiment garrison troops. Other German corpses found around the town brought
their total death toll in Tulle to 64. The following day all the males in the town were summoned and
130 selected. After 32 were released on account of their youth, 98 were executed by the Pioneer platoon of SSPanzer Aufklarungs Abteilung 2 and their bodies hung on lamp-posts and balconies along the main streets,
obliging their wives and children to watch. In the process of the hangings the SS ran out of rope. When they
rounded up 101 other civilians, they deported them to Germany for use as slave labor.
American forces captured Vetrella and Viterbo, northeast of Rome.
Ivanoe Bonomi replaced Pietro Badoglio as prime minister of Italy. Crown Prince Umberto, the acting
monarch, took on the title Governor-General of the Kingdom.
American troops took Trévières west of Bayeux.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese repair facilities in the Fangelawa Bay area, New Ireland.
United States naval vessel sunk, Normandy area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Meredith (DD-726), by horizontal bomber and as a result of mine damage suffered
8 June, 49 degrees 26 minutes North, 1 degree 4 minutes West
LST314, by torpedo from surface craft, 49 degrees 43 minutes North, 0 degrees 52 minutes West
LST376, damaged by torpedo from surface craft, 49 degrees 50 minutes North, 0 degrees
50 minutes West; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-305, by coastal defense gun, Normandy area,
49 degrees 31 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
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•
•

Destroyer Matsukaze, by submarine Swordfish (SS-193), off Bonin Islands, 26 degrees 59 minutes
North, 143 degrees 13 minutes East.
Destroyer Tanikaze, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Celebes Sea, 5 degrees 42 minutes North,
120 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 10, Saturday, 1944: Soviet forces launched an offensive against Finland in the Karelian Isthmus.
Allied troops captured Chieti and Pescara on the Adriatic. New Zealanders took Avezzano, east of Rome.
During their 450-mile drive from the south of France to the Normandy invasion area, the 2nd SS Panzer
Division “Das Reich” (15,000 men aboard 1,400 vehicles, including 209 tanks) under the command of SS
General Lammerding, arrived at the small town of St. Junien 12 miles from Oradour-sur-Glane. Following
many encounters with the local Maquis, they marched to Oradour (believed to hold large stocks of weapons
and ammunition for the Maquis) and about 2:15 in the afternoon surrounded the village and ordered all
inhabitants to parade in the market square. The 452 women and children they locked up in the local church.
The men they herded in groups into local garages and barns where they executed them, covered their bodies
with straw, and then set fire to the buildings. The women and children were then killed by lobbing grenades
through the church windows. After a series of explosions, the church caught on fire or was set on fire.
Mme. Rouffanche managed to jump out a window and would survive to bear witness. Five of the men
managed to escape from the village. When a stunned parent reached Oradour late that afternoon and asked
where the children were, a German responded succinctly: “Alles kaputt.” The world would hear of the
massacre 9 years later when some of those responsible would be brought to trial. The soldiers had written in
their regimental war diary, falsely, that Resistance arms and ammunition had been found in almost every house
and that there were 548 “enemy dead.” In 1953 a French Military Court in Bordeaux established that 642
people (245 women, 207 children, and 190 men) had perished. 14 of the 21 perpetrators being tried turned out
to be French citizens, Alsatians, and after their convictions, all but one of these would be amnestied by the
Paris government. SS General Lammerding would die at his home in Germany on January 13, 1971, having
never been implicated in this atrocity. The commander of the SS unit at Oradour had later been killed in action
in Normandy. Although 20 surviving members of the company would be sentenced to death, their sentences
would all be commuted to periods of imprisonment and by 1959 all would be free. The village of Oradour-surGlane now stands as the SS left it, in ruins. In 1980 a German veteran told of speaking with one of those who
had carried out the massacre, who had confided to him: “Speaking as one old SS man to another, Herr Muller,
it was nothing. In Russia, we did such things every day.”
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy area: Destroyer Glennon (DD0620), by coastal defense gun,
50 degrees 32 minutes North, 1 degree 12 minutes West
Japanese forces began an offensive across the River Liuyang toward Changsha.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-42, by destroyer escort Bangust (DE-739), Marshall Islands area, 10 degrees
5 minutes North, 168 degrees 22 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 11, Sunday, 1944: American planes attacked Saipan and Tinian destroying more than 100 Japanese
planes.
French forces captured Montefiascone, north of Rome. American troops took Lison, west of Bayeux. British
took Caumont, south of Bayeux.
A two-week festival of the music of Richard Strauss culminated on this day in Vienna, the 80th birthday of the
composer. He conducted Till Eulenspiegel and Symphonia domestica with the Vienna Philharmonic. In the
evening he conducted a performance of Aridane auf Naxos for a live radio broadcast.
The Greek government in exile voted to prohibit King Georgios from returning until a referendum on his status
could be held in Greece.
United States battleships off Normandy gave gunfire support to Army forces 10 miles inland at Carentan,
France.
United States Naval Base, Biak Island, Schouten Islands, was established.
Battleship Missouri (BB-63) was commissioned at New York, New York.
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy area:
•
•

LST496, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West
Ocean tug Partridge (ATO-138), by torpedo, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 0 degrees 30 minutes
West

United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area:
•
•

Destroyer Nelson (DD-623), by torpedo, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West
LST538, by torpedo, 49 degrees 48 minutes North, 0 degrees 31 minutes West

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-111, by destroyer Taylor (DD-468), north of Bismarck Archipelago, 0 degrees
26 minutes North, 149 degrees 16 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-490, by aircraft (VC-95) from escort carrier Croatan (CVE-25), and destroyer
escorts Frost (DE-144), Huse (DE-145), and Inch (DE-146), North Atlantic area, 42 degrees 47 minutes North,
40 degrees 8 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
June 12, Monday, 1944: Aircraft from 15 carriers of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher)
bombed enemy air facilities and coast defenses on Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Rota, and Pagan Islands in the
Marianas Islands. Two Japanese convoys in the area were attacked and damaged. Carrier aircraft would
continue their strikes in the Marianas Islands on June 13th and 14th.
United States naval vessel damaged:
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•

Destroyer Kalk (DD-611), by horizontal bomber, western New Guinea area, 1 degree 19 minutes
South, 136 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Torpedo boat Otori, by carrier-based aircraft, Marianas Islands area
WORLD WAR II

June 13, Tuesday, 1944: Lieutenant-Commander F.W. Hawkins’s destroyer HMS Broadicea was sunk off
Portland Bill, Dorset, England by a couple of torpedoes launched from German aircraft. The skipper and 8
other officers died, as did 166 ratings. There were 12 floaters.
The German launched their 1st V-1 rocket bombs on England (every war you get killed a new way). Of 10
launched this day only 4 reached across the English Channel to England, killing 6 and destroying a railroad
bridge. Through early September these V-1s would kill 6,184 and injure 17,981 in Britain (thousands would
be killed in Belgium as well).
ICBMS
French troops took Narni, north of Rome.
British forces captured Carentan.
Sweden agreed to cut its export of ball bearings to Germany by half.
Battleship and destroyer task group (Vice Admiral W.A. Lee) bombarded Japanese installations on Saipan and
Tinian, Marianas Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral E.G. Small) bombarded Japanese positions on Matsuwa Island in
the Kurile Islands.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) shelled oil tanks at Bula, Ceram Island, Netherlands East Indies.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-36, by destroyer Melvin (DD-680), Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees
21 minutes North, 147 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 14, Wednesday, 1944: Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.1 for symphonic band by Henry Cowell was
performed for the initial time, in New York City.
Allied troops captured Orvieto, Terni, and Todi, south of Perugia.
The Germans launched 244 V-1 rocket bombs causing severe damage to London.
ICBMS
All 1,800 Jews on the island of Corfu were deported to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Two task groups of battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf and Rear Admiral W.L.
Ainsworth) bombarded Japanese installation on Saipan and Tinian, Marianas Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Battleship California (BB-44), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees
12 minutes North, 145 degrees 42 minutes East
Destroyer Braine (DD-630), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 2 minutes
North, 145 degrees 50 minutes East
LST280, by submarine torpedo, Normandy area, 49 degrees 55 minutes North, 0 degrees
30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

June 15, Thursday, 1944: Naval task force (Vice Admiral R.K. Turner) landed US Marines (LieutenantGeneral H.M. “Howling Mad” Smith) on Saipan, Marianas Islands, under cover of intensive naval gunfire and
carrier-based aircraft.
Carrier-based aircraft from two task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear Admiral W.K. Harrill) bombed
Japanese installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands;
attack on Iwo Jima would be repeated 16 June.
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by coastal defense gun, Saipan, Marianas
Islands, 15 degrees 2 minutes North, 143 degrees 50 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area: LST2, LST266, LST307, LST331, LST360 by coastal
defense guns, and LST133, by mine
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer #101, by surface craft, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 15 minutes
North, 145 degrees 45 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-860, by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Solomons (CVE-67), South Atlantic
area, 25 degrees 27 minutes South, 5 degrees 30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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June 15/16, 1944: U.S. XXth Air Force planes based in Bengal, India staged the first bombing raid on Japan
since the Doolittle raid in 1942.
WORLD WAR II

From airfields in China, B-29 Superfortresses began long range attacks on Tawata.
The 2d and 4th Marine divisions began their assault on the island of Saipan.
June 16, Friday, 1944: American B-29 long range bombers attacked Japan for the initial time, from China.
The attack, on Yawata, Kyushu, was militarily a failure but psychologically a success.
British forces captured Spoleto, south of Perugia. Americans took Grosseto, south of Pisa.
Over the two days June 15/16, London was struck by a total of 73 V-1s.
The United States ordered the minister for Finland and 3 other Finnish diplomats to leave the country because
of activities “inimical to the interests of the United States.”
The Commonwealth Cooperative Federation won 43 of 52 seats in the Saskatchewan provincial elections —
this would constitute North America’s first socialist government.
A battleship, cruiser, and destroyer force under Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth bombarded Japanese
installations on Guam in the Marianas Islands.
Japanese submarines sunk:
•

RO-44, by destroyer escort Burden R. Hastings (DE-19), Marshall Islands area, 11 degrees
13 minutes North, 164 degrees 15 minutes East.
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•

RO-114, by destroyer Melvin (DD-680) and Wadleigh (DD-689), Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees
2 minutes North, 144 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 17, Saturday, 1944: Allied task force (Rear Admiral T.H. Troubridge, RN), including US naval vessels,
landed Senegalese French troops on the island of Elba off Italy.
V-1 rocket bombs killed 42 in England.
ICBMS
The Republic of Iceland declared its independence from Denmark under President Sveinn Björnsson and
Prime Minister Björn Thordarson.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Escort carrier Fanshaw Bay (CVE-70), by horizontal bomber, off Marianas Islands, 15 degrees
0 minutes North, 145 degrees 0 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-377, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 29 minutes North, 1 degree
8 minutes West
LST84, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Marianas Islands, 15 degrees 10 minutes
North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-117, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-109) from Eniwetok, 11 degrees 5
minutes North, 150 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 18, Sunday, 1944: American forces on Saipan split the Japanese defenders in two.
Japanese forces captured Changsha in Hunan province, south of Wuhan.
The Red Army broke through the Mannerheim Line and advanced toward Viipuri (Vyborg).
Allied forces captured Perugia.
The doors of the Jewish synagogue in Rome were reopened.
ANTISEMITISM
When a V-1 struck Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks during Sunday service, 121 were killed. Elsewhere in
England on this day 47 were killed .
Sonatina no.1 for 16 wind instruments by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial time, in Dresden as
part of celebrations surrounding Strauss’s 80th birthday.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-63 and PT-107, fire, off New Ireland, 1 degrees 45 minutes South, 150
degrees 1 minute East
United States naval vessels damaged, Marianas Islands area:
•
•

Destroyer Phelps (DD-360), by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 58 minutes North, 146 degrees
21 minutes East
Oilers Neshanic (AO-71), and Saranac (AO-74), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 14 degrees 45
minutes North, 146 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 19, Monday, 1944: The artificial harbor area of Normandy, France, was severely damaged by storm.
French troops completed the occupation of Elba.
American troops captured Montebourg and Valognes, south of Cherbourg.
Robert Ward got married with Mary Raymond Benedict, a Red Cross recreation worker, in the Hawaiian
Islands.
Japanese and American carrier-based planes engaged west of Saipan resulting in the loss of 346 Japanese and
15 American planes. Two Japanese carriers were sunk by American submarines. During the 2-day battle of the
Philippine Sea, a spread of 6 torpedoes was sent out by Lieutenant-Commander Kossler’s USS Cavalla and 4
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struck Captain Matsubara Hiroshi’s aircraft carrier IJN Shokaku.

The carrier was dead in the water and aflame. One of the torpedoes had touched off the forward aviation fuel
tanks near the main hanger, and planes that had just landed and were being refuelled were on fire. There were
ammunition and bomb explosions, and gasoline was spewing from shattered fuel pipes. With the ship down at
the bow and its fires very much out of control, the crew began to abandon ship. Volatile gas fumes had been
seeping throughout the vessel and an aerial bomb exploding on the hanger deck set off a series of fuel/air
explosions which simply blew the giant ship apart. 1,263 died. The 570 floaters included the ship’s skipper.
(The USS Cavalla is on public display in Galveston, Texas.)
Also during this naval engagement, Japan’s largest and newest carrier, the 29,300-ton IJN Taiho, was
torpedoed west of Guam by Lieutenant-Commander H. Rimmer’s USS Albacore. Flagship of Vice-Admiral
Jisburo Ozawa, the carrier sank after sparks from an electrical generator set off a fuel/air explosion and 1,650
of the ship’s complement of 1,751 crewmen died. (On November 7, 1944 the USS Albacore would hit a mine
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while submerging during its 11th patrol off the coast of Japan, and its crew of 86 would die.)
WORLD WAR II
Summary: The battle of the Philippine Sea opened as Japanese carrier-based aircraft attacked Fifth Fleet
(Admiral R.A. Spruance) covering Saipan operation. Two United States battleships, two carriers, and a heavy
cruiser were damaged. Japanese lose over 300 aircraft, and two aircraft carriers were sunk by United States
submarines. The Japanese military attempted ineffectually to use bubonic plague and the cholera against
American landing forces on Saipan.
GERM WARFARE

United States naval vessel sunk: LST523, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 10
minutes West
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by dive bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees
10 minutes North, 143 degrees 15 minutes East
Battleship Indiana (BB-58), by Kamikaze, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees 4 minutes
North, 143 degrees 23 minutes East
Carrier Bunker Hill (CV-17), by dive bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees 46 minutes
North, 143 degrees 2 minutes East
Carrier Wasp (CV-18), by dive bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees 19 minutes North,
143 degrees 48 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Minneapolis (CA-36), by horizontal bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees
11 minutes North, 143 degrees 9 minutes East
Destroyer Hudson (DD-475), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Battle of the Philippine
Sea, 14 degrees 11 minutes North, 143 degrees 9 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-323, by coastal defense gun, Saipan, Marianas Islands, 15 degrees
10 minutes North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
Ocean tug ATR-15, by grounding, Normandy area, 49 degrees 22 minutes North, 0 degrees
26 minutes West

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Carrier Shokaku, by submarine Cavalla (SS-244), Battle of the Philippine Sea, 11 degrees
50 minutes North, 137 degrees 57 minutes East
Carrier Taiho, by submarine Albacore (SS-218), Battle of the Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 22 minutes
North, 137 degrees 4 minutes East
Submarine I-184, by aircraft (VT-60) from escort carrier Suwannee (CVE-27), Central Pacific area,
13 degrees 1 minute North, 149 degrees 53 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre
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June 20, Tuesday, 1944: The battle of the Philippine Sea continued. Bombs and aerial torpedoes from the
Avenger aircraft of the USS Belleau Wood, part of Task Force 38, struck the Japanese aircraft carrier IJN Hiyo
and there was a fuel/air explosion produced by leaking aviation fuel. The Hiyo went down burning, stern first,
northwest of Saipan. 250 died. Many floaters were rescued by Japanese destroyers. Aircraft from Fifth Fleet
carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) struck the Japanese fleet. In 2 days the engaged Japanese fleet
lost 395 (92%) of its carrier planes and 31 (72%) of its float planes. Only 35 carrier planes and 12 float planes
would remain operational. Besides the losses afloat, an estimated 50 land-based Japanese aircraft from Guam
were being destroyed. The United States Fleet loss was 130 planes and a total of 76 pilots and crewmen for
the 2 days (only 50 of the 150 planes, actually, had been shot down). After the battle the Japanese high
command would grasp not only that Admiral R.A. Spruance and Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher had achieved a
great victory over them but also that the war was lost.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) and Nautilus (SS-168) landed supplies and evacuate certain personnel from
Negros and Panay, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Phelps (DD-360), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands
area, 15 degrees 10 minutes North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 22, Thursday, 1944: Allied (Great Britain/India) forces effected the relief of Imphal, ending Japanese
expectations of advance into India.
1, 700,000 Soviet soldiers began a general offensive against German forces on a 320-kilometer front from
Vitebsk to Gomel, Byelorussia (Belarus).
1,000 tons of bombs rained onto Cherbourg.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, known colloquially as “the
G.I. Bill.” By providing money by which veterans might attend college, this would transform the face of higher
education in the United States.
Operation Bagration, the Soviet summer offensive, began.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Battleship Maryland (BB-46), by aircraft torpedo, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 13 minutes
North, 145 degrees 39 minutes East.
LST119, by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 10 minutes North, 145 degrees
58 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: submarine I-185, by destroyer Newcomb (DD-586) and high-speed minesweeper
Chandler (DMS-9), Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 50 minutes North, 145 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 23, Friday, 1944: Trio for violin, viola and cello by Bernd Alois Zimmermann was performed for the
initial time, at Cologne University.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark) bombed Japanese air facilities on Pagan Island in
the Marianas Islands.
WORLD WAR II
June 24, Saturday, 1944: Some imprisoned American conscientious objectors “volunteered” as human guinea
pigs for experiments with influenza and pneumonia.
Eyewitness accounts of events in Auschwitz were received in London and Washington with urgent pleas to
bombed the railways leading to the camp. No such arrangements would be made.
ANTISEMITISM
The 6,780-ton Tamahoko Maru was part of a convoy sailing towards Japan, and its cargo holds contained 700
Australian, British, and American POWs. On the main hatch cover, 80 of the prisoners were asleep. At night,
with the lights of the shore of Japan in sight, another ship in the convoy, close by the Tamahoko Maru, was
torpedoed by the USS Tang and exploded.

When this nearby ship exploded, a gaping hole appeared in the side of the Tamahoko Maru and water poured
in. 560 of the POWs died. Of the POWs asleep on the hatch cover, not one survived. Some of the POWs, able
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to abandon ship, would be collected from the water by a Japanese whale-chaser — and taken to Nagasaki to
experience an entirely different sort of death.
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Oh, they would experience an entirely different sort of death? What does that mean?

Aircraft from carrier task groups (Rear Admirals J.J. Clark and A.E. Montgomery) struck Japanese airfields
and facilities on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Pagan Island in the Marianas.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-193, damaged by grounding, western New Guinea area, 0 degrees 55
minutes South, 134 degrees 52 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-52, by aircraft (VC-69) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), Atlantic
area, 15 degrees 16 minutes North, 39 degrees 55 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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June 26, Monday, 1944: Soviet forces took Vitebsk and Zhlobin.
South African troops captured Chiusi, west of Perugia.
After 9 days of heavy fighting, American forces captured most of Cherbourg as the Germans destroyed the
port.
Railroad workers in Guatemala joined a nationwide strike against the conservative president Jorge Ubico.
Allied (Great Britain-India-Gurkah-United States) troops captured Mogaung, west of Myitkyina, Burma.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral E.G. Small) bombarded Japanese positions at Kurabu Zaki,
Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: cargo ship Mercury (AK-42), by aircraft torpedo, Marianas Islands area,
15 degrees 10 minutes North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 28, Wednesday, 1944: Eveleen Ward committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Japanese forces attacked Hengyang in Hunan province but the Chinese defense held.
Soviet forces captured Bobruysk, southeast of Minsk. As Soviet troops approached the Maly Trostenets
concentration camp near Minsk, S.S. troops took all surviving prisoners, Russian civilians, Jews from the
Minsk Ghetto and Viennese Jews from Theresienstadt, locked them into the barracks, and set the barracks on
fire. They then stood around shooting at those who managed to flee the building. About 20 made it to the cover
of the woods.
ANTISEMITISM
Philippe Henriot, Vichy Minister of Propaganda and leader of the collaborationist Milice, was shot to death in
Paris by the Resistance.
Pierre Boulez visited Olivier Messiaen for the initial time, in Paris.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #24, by submarine Archerfish (SS-311), western Pacific area,
24 degrees 44 minutes North, 140 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 29, Thursday, 1944: Lim Bo Seng, a leading Malayan resistance fighter, was executed by the Japanese.
Soviet forces captured Slutsk and Lyuban, south of Minsk.
The 6,000-ton transport Toyama Maru was torpedoed by the USS Sturgeon while carrying more than 6,000
soldiers of the Japanese 44th Independent Mixed Brigade. Approximately 5,400 died and there were
approximately 600 floaters.235
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United States naval vessel sunk: Coast minesweeper Valaor (AMC-108), by collision, off Newport, Rhode
Island, 41 degrees 28 minutes North, 70 degrees 57 minutes West
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Tsugaru, by submarine Darter (SS-227), Netherlands East Indies area,
2 degrees 19 minutes North, 127 degrees 57 East
WORLD WAR II
June 30, Friday, 1944: A general strike began in Copenhagen against curfew and other occupation
restrictions. Germany cut off all water, gas and electricity to the city.
The last season at the Vienna Opera House ended, appropriately enough, with a performance of Richard
Wagner’s Götterdämmerung.
The United States broke diplomatic relations with Finland.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a bill providing independence for the Philippines (just as soon as
the Japanese could be cleared away).
Naval vessels on hand (all types) — 46,032.
Personnel:
Navy — 2,981,365
Marine Corps — 472,582
Coast Guard — 169,258
Total personnel — 3,623,205
WORLD WAR II

235. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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July 1944: George Smith Patton, Jr., son-of-a-bitch of the hour, was allowed to assume command of the US
3d Army in Normandy, and proceeded to initiate the amazing “breakout” operation in which his troops
attacked in four directions at the same time.

Napalm (recently invented at Harvard) was first used in the form of a bomb on a fuel depot near St Lô.
Having manufactured 5,000,000 linseed-oil cattle fodder cakes laced with anthrax earlier during World War
II, the British had been planning to have the RAF drop these lethal devices over the pastures of Germany.

The anthrax cakes had been tested on Gruinard Island off Wester Ross, an area that would not be finally cleared
of contamination until 1990. The operation was under the overall control of Dr. Paul Fildes, who was then the
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director of the biology department at Porton Down near Salisbury in Wiltshire but had previously been in
charge of the Medical Research Council’s bacterial chemistry unit at Middlesex Hospital. This operation, to
wipe out the German beef and dairy herds and have the bacterium as a secondary effect then spread to a
starving human population that had no way to protect itself with antibiotics, was with maximum irony being
termed “Operation Vegetarian.”
Operation Vegetarian had been ready to go since the beginning of the year. However, because the Normandy
landings of the Allies were progressing smoothly thanks to fierce warriors such as General Patton, it became
feasible to postpone and then abandon this devastating European germ-warfare operation so reminiscent of the
germ warfare operations that were being carried out by Japanese forces on the Chinese mainland.
GERM WARFARE

July 4, Tuesday, 1944: Carrier-based aircraft and naval gunfire from two task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark
and Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) hit Japanese installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Chichi Jima
and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.
Allied troops took Kornasoren airfield on Noemfoor (Numfoor) Island.
Soviet troops took Polotsk, northwest of Vitebsk.
Canadian forces took Carpiquet, west of Caen.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine S-28, cause unknown, during training exercises off the Hawaiian
Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #16, by carrier-based aircraft, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees
0 minutes North, 140 degrees 50 minutes East
Coastal minesweeper Sarushima, by carrier-based aircraft, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees
10 minutes North, 142 degrees 10 minutes East
Transport #103, by carrier-based aircraft, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees 5 minutes North,
142 degrees 9 minutes East.
Transport #130, by carrier-based aircraft, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees
20 minutes East
Submarine I-10, by destroy David W. Taylor (DD-551) and destroyer escort Riddle (DE-185),
Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 26 minutes North, 147 degrees 48 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 6, Thursday, 1944: Carrier-based aircraft commence daily bombings of Japanese coastal and antiaircraft
guns, supply dumps, and airfields installations on Guam and Rota, Marianas Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroy Hokaze, by submarine Paddle (SS-263), Celebes Sea, 3 degrees 24
minutes North, 125 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 7, Friday, 1944: The last surviving Japanese troops on Saipan attempted a final suicide attack. Almost all
were immediately gunned down.
The Japanese retreated from Bishenpur.

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Usugumo, by submarine Skate (SS-305), Kurile Islands area, 47 degrees 43 minutes
North, 147 degrees 55 minutes East
Destroyer, Tamanami, by submarine Mingo (SS-261), South China Sea, 13 degrees 55 minutes
North, 118 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 8, Saturday, 1944: A cruiser and destroyer task group under Rear Admiral C.T. Joy commenced daily
bombardment of Japanese defenses on the island of Guam in the Marianas (battleships would join in the
bombardment on July 14th).
The Kovno ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops took Baranovichi (Belarus).
A major British and Canadian attack began at Caen.
General Mutaguchi, Commander of the Japanese 15th Army, ordered a general retreat from the Kohima and
Imphal area.
WORLD WAR II
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July 9, Sunday, 1944: British and Canadian troops captured Caen.
Organized resistance ceased on the island of Saipan in the Marianas. In the battle for the island, approximately
60,000 people died including 22,000 Japanese civilians, many by suicide.
Raoul Wallenberg arrived in Budapest with a list of 630 Jews for whom Swedish visas were available.
ANTISEMITISM
Ivan Subasic replaced Bozidar Puric as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-in-exile.
The submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on Pandan Island off west coast of Mindoro,
Philippine Islands
United States naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper Swerve (AM-121), by mine, Italian area, 41 degrees 31 minutes
North, 12 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 12, Wednesday, 1944: Soviets took Idritsa, east of Velikiye Luki.
At Marpi Point, an 800-foot precipice on the coast of the island of Saipan, and at other similar locations, entire
Japanese families committed suicide. The total number of corpses approximated 22,000. These civilians had
been informed by the military that American soldiers would treat them with brutality.
WORLD WAR II
In Germany proper, on Henry Thoreau’s birthday, with the gassing of 4,000, the Theresienstadt Family Camp
was disbanded.
ANTISEMITISM
July 13, Thursday, 1944: Japanese troops and their Indian allies continued their fallback into Burma
(Myanmar) toward the Chindwin River on a front from Imphal and Kohima, with losses of a least 65,000 men.
Soviet forces launched a general offensive against the Germans in a line from Kovel to Stanislav towards Lvov.
They also captured Vilna (Vilnius).
German troops brought the American advance toward St. Lo to a halt.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Herring (SS-133), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
WORLD WAR II
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July 14, Friday, 1944: Soviet forces captured Pinsk (Belarus).
In Kovno (Kaunas), the Gestapo discovered more than 100 Jews hiding in a cellar. They locked the door and
set the house on fire. There were no survivors.
ANTISEMITISM
French troops took Poggibonsi, south of Florence.
48 Italian partisans who had been captured July 12th near Arezzo and tortured for 2 days were ordered to dig
a deep pit, and were buried up to their necks. Sticks of dynamite were placed next to their heads. When all still
refused to divulge information, the fuses were ignited.
28 prisoners revolted at Santé Prison, Paris and were shot.
General Tojo Hideki met in Singapore with Subhas Chandra Bose of the Indian National Army.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-6, by destroyer escort William C. Miller (DE-259), Marianas Islands
area, 15 degrees 18 minutes North, 144 degrees 26 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 17, Monday, 1944: The 7,212-ton Liberty ship E.A. Bryan was at Port Chicago Naval Base, California
taking on ammunition and explosives. Just before 10:20PM, 4,600 tons of munitions and 1,780 tons of
explosives detonated, sending smoke and debris 12,000 feet into the skies. Windows were shattered for 20
miles around. A 2nd ship moored nearby, the brand-new Quinalt Victory getting ready for its maiden voyage,
was also loaded with munitions. It had taken 3 days and nights to load these ships, all the labor being performed
mostly of course by black naval personnel.236 Everyone on board these ships and many on the pier were of
course killed instantly. A total of 320 died (E.A. Bryan 53, Quinalt Victory 44) and 390 were injured. A 12-ton
locomotive on the pier simply vanished, not a single piece of it ever being identified. The 1,200-foot wooden
pier, and 16 boxcars loaded with bombs and ammunition, likewise simply vanished. The damage bill to what
is now known as the Concord Naval Weapons Station (our western storage yard for atomic warheads) was
estimated at $12,000,000. Due to the utter loss of all evidence in the explosion itself, the Court of Inquiry
would be unable to establish a cause.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

57,000 German prisoners led by 19 generals were marched through Moscow, followed by water cannons to
cleanse streets soiled by German boots.

236. This was not because black American servicemen are considered to be stronger and more adaptable than white American
servicemen. It was because black American servicemen are considered to be expendable by way of contrast with white American
servicemen.
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American forces entered St. Lo, southwest of Bayeux.
German commander Erwin Rommel was severely wounded by an Allied plane on the road from Caen to La
Roche-Guyon.
Cinco canciones populares argentinas for voice and piano by Alberto Ginastera were performed for the initial
time, in Buenos Aires.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #25, by submarine Gabilan (SS-252), off Honshu, 33 degrees 51
minutes North, 138 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Tuesday, 1944: Frank C. Reed committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
US troops reached St. Lo.
Soviet troops reached the East Prussian border but met with a German counterattack.
Allied forces captured Ponedera on the Arno, east of Pisa.
British and Canadian troops began a major push east of the Orne. Allied planes bombed Caen. 3,000 French
civilians were killed and much of the city was destroyed.
Japanese Prime Minister Tojo Hideki and his cabinet resigned, and a new cabinet was formed by General
Koiso.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor boat PGM-7, by collision, Bismarck Sea, 7 degrees 15 minutes
South, 155 degrees 40 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #50, by submarine Plaice (SS-390) south of Honshu, Japan,
29 degrees 22 minutes North, 139 degrees 14 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 19, Wednesday, 1944: The Red Army entered Latvia.
Polish forces captured Ancona on the Adriatic coast, east of Florence, while American troops took Livorno on
the west coast of Italy, west of Florence (the two cities share the same latitude, on opposite sides of the
peninsula).
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light Cruiser 01, by submarine Flasher (SS-249), South China Sea, 12 degrees 45 minutes North,
114 degrees 20 minutes East
Submarine RO-48, by destroyer escort Wyman (DE-38), Central Pacific area, 13 degrees 1 minute
North, 151 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 21, Friday, 1944: At the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, Senator Harry S Truman was
nominated to run for vice-president.
A naval attack force (Rear Admiral R.L. Conolly) landed US Marines (Major General R.S. Geiger, 3d Marine
Division) and Army formations on the island of Guam in the Marianas. The assault was preceded by intensive
naval gunfire and attacks by carrier-based aircraft.
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser SC-1316, by Japanese coastal mortar, Marianas area,
13 degrees 24 minutes North, 144 degrees 39 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 22, Saturday, 1944: Kunaiki Koiso replaced Hideki Tojo as prime minister of Japan.
Americans on Guam began to encounter heavy resistance.
WORLD WAR II
Soviet troops crossed the River Bug and captured Chelm, east of Lublin.
The last inhabitants of the Shavli ghetto were sent to death camps on foot.
Chorale for Orchestra a transcription by Roy Harris of his Chorale for Organ and Brass was performed for the
initial time, in Bedford, United Kingdom.
An agreement was signed in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, creating the International Monetary Fund:
The Articles of Agreement of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (Bretton Woods
Agreements).

READ THE FULL TEXT
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July 24, Monday, 1944: In spite of Admiral Horthy’s order to the contrary, 1,500 Jews from Savar were
deported to Auschwitz. These were the last Hungarian Jews to be sent to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
The Germans arrested all 2,000 Jews on Crete and transported them to Auschwitz. Only 275 managed to hide
through the intercession of local citizens.
The 2d and 4th Marine divisions landed on Tinian, employing napalm for the 1st time, and cleared the Japanese
from the airfield from which a year later the “Enola Gay” would take off bound for Hiroshima, etc.

Naval attack force (Rear Admiral H.W. Hill) landed Marines (Major General H. Schmidt) on Tinian, Marianas
Islands. Landing was supported by naval gunfire, carrier aircraft, and land-based aircraft from Saipan.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Battleship Colorado (BB-45), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 2 minutes
North, 145 degrees 50 minutes East
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•

LST481, by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 13 degrees 24 minutes North, 144 degrees
39 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 25, Tuesday, 1944: Beginning of Operation Cobra — Allied breakout from Normandy, west of St. Lo,
throwing the German defenders into disarray (until July 30th).
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked enemy positions in the western
Caroline Islands of Yap, Ulithi, Fais, Ngulu, Sorol, and Palau.
Japanese naval vessel was sunk: Minelayer Sokuten, by carrier-based aircraft, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 20 minutes North, 134 degrees 27 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 26, Wednesday, 1944: Reza Khan Pahlavi died at the age of 66 in exile in Johannesburg, South Africa.
Mummified in Egypt, he was eventually interred in a mausoleum near Tehran, Iran. He was reviled by
Islamists as a despot, and an extremist mob led by Ayatollah Mohammed Sadeq Givi Khalkhali would
demolish his elaborate tomb in Rey near Tehran with sledgehammers during April 1980 but would be unable
to locate the mummified corpse. A story would spring up, that when Shahanshah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
fled he took his father’s body with him, but eventually this would be denied by Empress Farah Pahlavi. In April
2018 a mummified corpse would be discovered near that demolished tomb and re-interred, and Reza Shah’s
grandson Reza Pahlavi would confirm (on the basis of whatever evidence) that this had in fact been the corpse
of his grandfather.
Red Army forces took Narva, Estonia.
Soviet troops reached the Vistula River (Wista) west of Lublin, and took Deblin.
At Stalin’s direction, the Lublin government began to wield civil power over liberated areas of Poland.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine Golet (SS-361), Pacific Ocean area; reported as presumed lost
Submarine Robalo (SS-273), unknown cause, off western Palawan, Philippine Islands

Japanese submarine I-29 was sunk by submarine Sawfish (SS-276), Luzon Strait, Philippine Islands 20 degrees
10 minutes North, 121 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 27, Thursday, 1944: My little sister Carolyn Jane Smith was born in Brazil, Indiana. Pretty soon our
father Benjamin Bearl Smith would be filing for divorce from our mother Mildred Geraldine Mattox Smith in
Reno, Nevada. One of the memories I have retained from this period in our lives was that our grandmother
Sylvia Mae Long Mattox made a quilt out of the colorful ties that our father had left behind in Indiana, and
displayed this quilt to me on the grass in the yard at the side of the house, complete with explanations of what
an evil man he was and how he did not love us — combined with many, many bloody switchings and ample
comments about how much I resembled him in appearance and in mannerisms.
ASSLEY
One of the horror stories vended eventually by our mother, about the wickedness of our father, was that Bearl
had wanted Carolyn to be aborted. I have come to suspect that the truth of the matter was somewhat more
complicated than that. I have come to suspect that what actually happened was that our father, who “did not
sleep with his socks on” (as he delicately phrased the matter) had expected our mother Geraldine to make
diligent use of the female contraceptive diaphragm, and that she had tricked him by omitting the diaphragm
— getting herself knocked up in order to oblige him to stay with her. Well, if this was what happened,
it wouldn’t have been the 1st or the last time on which a desperate woman has attempted such a tactic!
One can hardly fault a wife in such a situation, for her desperation! (However, when our mother went to tell
Carolyn about this, she put the matter indelicately: “He wanted to murder you!”)
Soviet forces captured Bialystok, Poland, Lvov, Ukraine, Dvinsk (Daugavpils) and Rezekne, Latvia and
Siauliai, Lithuania. They also took Stanislawow, east of Warsaw.
US Secretary of State Cordell Hull invited Heitor Villa-Lobos to come to Washington DC and serve as
“Consultant on Brazilian Music” for the Library of Congress. It also included a commission for a string quartet
and allowance to conduct in the United States.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Transports #1 and #150, by carrier-based aircraft, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands
WORLD WAR II
July 28, Friday, 1944: Soviet troops occupied Przemysl, west of Lvov, and Brest-Litovsk.
Two V-1s killed 96 in London.
US troops took Coutances, west of St. Lo.
The Germans initiated the 1st major death march of the Jews, from Warsaw to Kutno (not a problem, from the
anti-Semitic viewpoint of Charles Lindbergh).
ANTISEMITISM
Although President Franklin Delano Roosevelt has been unwilling to allow Lindbergh to return to the military
after Pearl Harbor, presumably because he was unwilling to put up with Lindbergh’s defeatist political
interference, he had allowed Lindbergh to become a consultant with the United Aircraft Company to field test
their new F4U Corsair fighter. Lindbergh had no compunction about killing members of an inferior race — in
his Reader’s Digest article, for instance, he had opinioned that “our civilization depends on a Western wall of
race and arms which can hold back ... the infiltration of inferior blood.” Although Lindbergh was so attracted
to the white supremacy that, in his blue-eyed, fair-haired self, he so fully exemplified, that he was reluctant to
oppose other Nordic tawny beasts, asserting that “wars in Europe are not wars in which our civilization is
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defending itself against some Asiatic intruder,” he had no qualms about people like himself “banding together
to defend the white race against foreign invasion.” He had therefore talked his way into the South Pacific
theatre of military operations. In the South Pacific he had developed flying techniques by which the Corsair
pilots could extend the range of their missions. He would take part in more than 50 missions and on this day,
piloting a P-38 Lightning above a Japanese airfield near New Guinea, he managed to shoot down an enemy
fighter plane: “I start firing as the plane is completing its turn in my direction.... But he straightens out and flies
directly toward me. I hold the trigger down and my sight on his engine as we approach head on. My tracers
and my 20s [20-millimeter cannon] spatter on his plane. We are close –too close– hurtling at each other at more
than 500 miles an hour. I pull back on the controls. His plane zooms suddenly upward with extraordinary
sharpness. I pull back with all the strength I have. Will we hit? His plane, before a slender toy in my sight,
looms huge in size. A second passes — two three — I can see the finning on his engine cylinders. There is a
rough jolt of air as he shoots past behind me. By how much did we miss? Ten feet? Probably less than that.
There is no time to consider or feel afraid. I am climbing steeply. I bank to the left. No, that will take me into
the ack-ack fire above Amahai strip. I reverse to the right. It all has taken seconds. My eyes sweep the sky for
aircraft. Those are only P-38’s and the plane I have just shot down. He is starting down in a wing over — out
of control. The nose goes down. The plane turns slightly as it picks up speed– down– down– down toward the
sea. A fountain of spray-white foam on the water-waves circling outward as from a stone tossed in a pool –the
waves merge into those of the sea –the foam disappears –the surface is as it was before.... (Lieutenant Miller,
my wingman, reported seeing the tracers of the Jap plane shooting at me. I was so concentrated on my own
firing that I did not see the flashes of his guns. Miller said the plane rolled over out of control right after he
passed me. Apparently my bullets had either severed the controls or killed the pilot.)”
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-55, by destroyer escorts Wyman (DE-38) and Reynolds (DE-42), Central Pacific area,
14 degrees 26 minutes North, 152 degrees 16 minutes East
Submarine chaser (name unknown), by carrier-based aircraft, 7 degrees 5 minutes North,
134 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 29, Saturday, 1944: Organized Japanese resistance on Biak Island ended.
Radio Moscow broadcasted appealed from Polish communists for Warsaw to rise against the Germans.
Soviet troops captured Sandomierz, southwest of Lublin.
Witold Lutoslawski and his mother fled Warsaw for Komorów to the southwest to stay with relatives.
Of New Horizons, an overture by Ulysses Kay, was performed for the initial time, at Lewisohn Stadium, New
York.
Rhythms of Today for band by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of radio station
KOA originating in Ft. Logan, Colorado, the composer himself conducting.
United States naval vessel damaged: LST340, by grounding, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 10 minutes
North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
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German submarines sunk: U-872 and U-2323, by Army aircraft, Bremen
WORLD WAR II
July 31, Monday, 1944: Allied troops captured Sansapor on the western tip of New Guinea.
Soviet forces reached Radzymin, northeast of Warsaw and Otwock, to the southeast of Warsaw. They halted
on a defensive line Kobylka-Milosna. Soviets also took Siedlice, east of the capital.
American forces captured Avranches.
Vira, a song for voice and piano by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.
General Mizuikami, the Japanese Commandant of Myitkyina, instructed those who remained of the men in his
garrison to attempt to escape, and then committed suicide.
WORLD WAR II
August 1, Tuesday, 1944: American troops completed the conquest of Tinian in the Mariana Islands.
Khuang Aphaiwong replaced Plaek Pibulsongkram as Prime Minister of Thailand.
The Red Army captured Kovno (Kaunas), Lithuania.
In Warsaw, with the Germany army moving out, expecting the prompt arrival of the Soviet army, the Polish
Home Army, the Communist People’s Army, and other armed civilians seized about 2/3ds of the city (these
patriots would be betrayed, as the Soviet army would simply sit down and take a 2-month vacation, allowing
the retreating Germans ample time and opportunity to exterminate the people who had involved themselves in
this resistance movement).
During the “Zigeunernacht,” to control an outbreak of communicable disease and, one supposes, in order to
save food, in a single action at Auschwitz, the Germans sent 40,000 Gypsies to the “showers” to be gassed.
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Anne Frank to her diary: “[F]inally I twist my heart round again, so that the bad is on the outside and the good
is on the inside, and keep on trying to find a way of becoming what I would so like to be, and what I could be,
if... there weren’t any other people living in the world.”

The Japanese military administration was withdrawn from Rangoon as officials proclaimed a Burmese
“Independence.”

On the island of Tinian in the Marianas, organized resistance ended and United States Naval Air Base, Tinian
was established.237
WORLD WAR II
In Warsaw, the Polish Home Army began an uprising against the Germans in Warsaw (until October 2d).
237. By our calculation B-29 bombers taking off from Tinian would be able to reach the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
with probably enough aviation fuel left to complete a return to the island airstrip.
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US troops under the command of George Smith Patton, Jr. reached Avranches.
August 4, Friday, 1944: British South African troops entered Firenzi south of the Arno River as the German
army began a retreat northward through the mountainous region of Tuscany.
WORLD WAR II
British troops took Tamu, Burma, just over the Indian border from Imphal.
Carl Gustaf Mannerheim replaced Risto Heikki Ryti as President of Finland.
American forces captured Rennes.
British took Villers-Bocage, southwest of Caen.
In Amsterdam, Holland, the Frank family, including Anne Frank, were discovered in their hiding place and
arrested as Jews and taken to a police station — and from there they would be taken to Westerbork, a transit
camp, and from there the Germans would take them to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark) and cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral LT.
DuBose) attacked a convoy and other shipping in the Chichi Jima were Bonin Islands. At the same time
aircraft from the second carrier task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bombed airfield facilities on Iwo
Jima in the Volcano Islands.Japanese naval vessels sunk during these Volcano and Bonin Island attacks:
•
•
•

Destroyer Matsu, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 40 minutes North, 141 degrees 48 minutes
East
Transport #4, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 7 minutes North, 142 degrees 12 minutes East
Transport #133, by carrier-based aircraft, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes
East

August 5, Saturday, 10:30AM, 1944: At the Maria Curie-Sklodowska Radium Institute on Wawelska Street
in Warsaw, about 90 patients were receiving treatment for cancer. About 100 armed troops in German uniform
barged in shouting loudly in Russian,238 and proceeded to search and loot the building. The majority were
drunk. All jewelry, money, and personal items were collected. Anyone who resisted or got in the way was
instantly shot. Stores and cupboards were broken open and supplies thrown about while some of the more
attractive female patients were being dragged from bed and raped. About 15 of the more seriously ill patients
were shot in their beds and their mattresses set on fire. Gasoline was poured and the wards set on fire. At this
point about 70 of the cancer patients were still alive: they were shot and their bodies piled in a heap, doused
with gasoline, and ignited. Not one patient would survive. The 80 staff members, however, faced a different
fate. They would be taken to a camp at Zieleniak nearby and for 4 days and nights would be held there in the
open without food or water. During this period many of the nurses were being dragged away and raped. At the
end of the 4 days this group of medical professionals would be transported to Germany for use as slave labor.
At 5:30PM General von dem Bach-Zelewski ordered a halt to executions of women and children in Warsaw.
By this point 15,000 civilians had been murdered. All Polish men who got captured would continue to be
238. The perps were mostly men who had been Russian soldiers. When their General Vlassov had been taken prisoner by the
Germans in 1942, he had volunteered to take command of an army of Russian POWs who, rather than face the prison camps, were
willing to fight on the German side. This was known as the “Vlassov Army.”
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executed, whether or not they seemed to be insurgents. Cossacks and other non-Germans fighting for the Nazis
would disregard General von dem Bach-Zelewski’s order against the killing of women and children. Over the
following 3 days 30,000 more civilians would be killed.
2,000 Japanese POWs attempted a mass breakout at a prison camp west of Sydney, Australia. 183 were killed
and 29 committed suicide.
Poles liberated the Gesiowka Street labor camp, freeing 348 Jews from Greece, Belgium, France, Romania,
Hungary, and Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
American troops took Vannes on the Bay of Biscay, southwest of Rennes.
On this day the Turkish motor-schooner Mefkure, in company with the Morina and Bulbul, set sail from the
port of Constantsa in Romania bound for Istanbul. The three vessels were carrying approximately 1,000
people, mostly refugee Jews from Romania, Poland and Hungary. Flying the Turkish flag but with no
navigation lights, the Mefkure was hit by 3 torpedoes and artillery shells from an unidentified submarine
(perhaps German, perhaps Soviet) 25 miles north-east of Igneada, floaters being machine-gunned in the water.

305 passengers died, 37 of whom were children.239
ANTISEMITISM
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11 of the floaters were able to evade the machine-gunning and would be picked up by the Bulbul —
5 of the Jews and 6 of the crewmembers.
Aircraft from two carrier task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) and
cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral L.T. DuBose) bombed and bombarded enemy installations on Chichi
Jima and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.
Fast Carrier Task Force was reorganized into First Fast Carrier Task Force, Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral
M.A. Mitscher) and Second Fast Carrier Task Force, Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain).
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #2, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 5 minutes North, 142 degrees
9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 6, Sunday, 1944: Japanese forces on Guam began a fierce counterattack.
Germans began a counterattack against the Americans toward Avranches.
American forces captured Laval.
A suite from the incidental music to Masquerade by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of Radio Moscow.S
Carrier Bennington (CV-20) was commissioned at New York, New York.
German submarines sunk:
•
•
•
•

U-471, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
U-642, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
U-952, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
U-969, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
WORLD WAR II

239. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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August 7, Monday, 1944: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
The Automatic Sequence Controlled Calculator (known as Mark 1) was officially presented to Harvard
University by IBM (developed by Howard Aiken, it has already been working, since May).

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

Doce Preludios Americanos op.12 for piano by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in Buenos
Aires.
The German army began a major counter-attack toward Avranches, reataking Mortain from the Americans.
The US submarine Seawolf (SS-197) landed men and supplies at Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Nagara, by submarine Croaker (SS-246), west of Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees
9 minutes North, 129 degrees 53 minutes East
Frigate Kursagaki, by submarine Guitarro (SS-363), Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 51 minutes
North, 119 degrees 59 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 8, Tuesday, 1944: Japanese forces occupied Hengyang.
Antti Verner Hackzell replaced Edwin Johannes Indegard Linkomies as prime minister of Finland.
Executions of the bomb-plotters began in Plötzensee Prison, Berlin. They were hung with wire nooses.
American troops entered Le Mans.
US troops under the command of George Smith Patton, Jr. captured Le Mans and reached Avranches.
Destroyers and land-based US Marine aircraft from Majuro in the Marshall Islands bombarded and bombed
Japanese positions on the island of Taro at Maloelap Atoll.
WORLD WAR II
August 10, Thursday, 1944: Organized Japanese resistance ended as American troops completed their
reconquest of Guam in the Marianas Islands.
Railroad workers struck in Paris paralyzing German troops movements.
WORLD WAR II
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August 13, Sunday, 1944: George Smith Patton, Jr. directed his troops north toward Nancy and Metz, the
most heavily fortified part of the German army’s “West Wall.” He would, however, be kept from destroying a
surrounded German army at the “Falais Gap” when his British counterpart, Montgomery, would be so slow as
to allow much of the German army to make an escape.
American forces captured Nantes at the mouth of the Loire and took most of Argentan.
The US submarine Flier (SS-250) was sunk by external explosion in Balabac Strait, North Borneo. Japanese
submarine chaser #12 was sunk by US submarine Bluegill (SS-242) in the area of the Philippine Islands at 6
degrees 17 minutes North, 126 degrees 9 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 14, Monday, 1944: Elbert Russell and Lieuetta Cox Russell celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary.
American troops took most of St. Malo.
When 28 British bombers flew supplies from Italy to Warsaw in lieu of Soviet help, only 11 planes survived
and they managed to drop merely 5 tons of supplies.
Allies in France launched an offensive to destroy the Falaise pocket and simultaneously move on Paris.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST921, by submarine torpedo, English Channel, 51 degrees 5 minutes
North, 4 degrees 47 minutes West
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #129, by submarine Cod (SS-224), Netherlands East Indies area,
4 degrees 17 minutes South, 126 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 17, Thursday, 1944: Japanese resistance ended on Noemfoor (Numfoor) Island.
Two Red Army infantry divisions crossed into East Prussia at Schirwindt and planted the red flag (this was the
1st soil of pre-war Germany set foot upon by the Allies).
Canadian forces completed captured of Falaise.
American forces captured Orleans and Chateaudun, to the west, as well as Dreux, west of Paris. The Germans
in the St. Malo Citadel surrendered to the Americans.
Allied troops on the Riviera took St. Raphael, St. Tropez, and Fréjus.
The Gestapo and Milice in Lyon took 109 prisoners out to Bron Airport, where they shot them.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
August 18, Friday, 1944: Senator Harry S Truman had his initial meeting with President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, as his running mate. You’re from, I hear, Missouri? And that middle initial, “S,” actually doesn’t
stand for anything?
The Communist-controlled National Council of Poland declared Lublin as the temporary capital.
Poles from the north and Americans from the south closed the Falaise gap at Chambois, west of Paris, trapping
a considerable German force to the west.
The Red Cross entered Drancy a day after its evacuation by the Germans. This had been the main transit camp
for Jews from France to Auschwitz. 84,000 French Jews had been deported to the east. 500 survivors were
liberated.
ANTISEMITISM
2,453 French political prisoners were deported from Nancy to Ravensbrück and Buchenwald.
Pierre Schaeffer, under authority of the Resistance, went to the Studio d’Essai in Paris and “took possession
of the premises, personnel and means of the ex-Radiodiffusion nationale and the ex-Radio-Paris.”
Ex ore innocentium, a motet for female chorus and piano or organ by John Ireland was performed for the initial
time, in Durham Cathedral.
Piano Concerto no.1 (performed as Fantasy for two pianos) by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time,
at Colorado College, Colorado Springs. Also on the program was the premiere of Harris’s Lamentation for
wordless soprano, viola and piano.
United States Amphibious Force Flagship Catoctin (AGC-5) was damaged by a horizontal bomber in waters
off Southern France, at 43 degrees 17 minutes North, 6 degrees 38 minutes East.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Escort Carrier Oraka, by US Submarine Rasher (SS-269), off northwestern Luzon, Philippine
Islands 18 degrees 16 minutes North, 120 degrees 20 minutes East
Light Cruiser Natori, by US Submarine Hardhead (SS-365), east of Samar, Philippine Islands
12 degrees 29 minutes North, 128 degrees 49 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 20, Sunday, 1944: Allied forces encircled Germans in the Falaise Pocket.
The Red Army began a major offensive from the Dnestr River along a front centered between Jassy (Iasi) and
Tiraspol into Romania. They destroyed 5 German divisions on the 1st day.
American troops entered Fontainbleau, south of Paris.
When Marshal Henri Pétain refused to retreat with the Germans from Vichy, they took him into custody.
In Lyon, 100 French men and women were taken by the Gestapo and shot to death and then their bodies were
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set afire.
Fantasia for piano and band by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, at Colorado College, Colorado
Springs.
Flying from Kharagpur, India a XXth Bomber Command flight of 88 planes, headed for Yawata Iron and Steel
Works in Japan, was attacked by a Japanese Kamikaze suicide pilot who was able to down 2 of the bombers.
German submarine sunk: U-1229, by aircraft (VC-42) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), North Atlantic area,
42 degrees 20 minutes North, 51 degrees 39 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
August 22, Tuesday, 1944: Four Walls for piano and voice by John Cage was performed for the initial time,
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Frigate Sado, by submarine Haddo (SS-255), and frigates Matsuwa and Hiburi,
by submarine Harder (SS-257), Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 15 minutes North, 120 degrees 5 minutes
East
Japan began conscripting women between the ages of 12 and 40.
Soviet troops took Jassy (Iasi), Romania.
Pierre Schaeffer broadcast a call to arms to the Resistance.
WORLD WAR II
August 23, Wednesday, 1944: American troops captured Melun, south of Paris and Evreux to the west, while
the French took Rambouillet, to the southwest. The Resistance had come to be in control of most of Paris, and
freed all French civilian captives in the city. However, the Germans attacked the Grand Palais in Paris, setting
it afire. The French 2d Armored (attached to George Smith Patton, Jr.’s 3d Army) entered Paris, where they
discovered explosive charges placed by the SS at the base of the Eiffel Tower.240
Nikolai Andreyevich Roslavets died of a heart attacked in Moscow, at the age of 63. The remains would be
buried in Vagankovsky Cemetery.
The Soviet Army reached the mouth of the Danube River.
As Soviet forces captured Vaslui, northeast of Bucharest, King Mihai of Romania and his advisors engineered
a coup d’etat in the capital, arresting pro-Axis prime minister Ion Antonescu and replacing him with
Constantin Sanatescu. As the Romanian Army followed suit, all Germans in Romania were captured or fled
the nation. King Mihai ordered a unilateral cease-fire and offered an armistice with the Allies, simultaneously
declaring war on Hungary for the return of Transylvania.

240. The American general Patton and the 3d Army were not allowed to enter the city due to politics. Then it would be allowed to
run out of gasoline and other essential supplies near the Meuse River because the majority of supplies had to be diverted to Field
Marshall Montgomery for his unsuccessful “Operation Market-Garden” in Holland — and despite that Patton would begin the
Lorraine Offensive.
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Italian partisans captured Baceno, an Italian mountain stronghold on the Swiss border.
Allied troops reached Bordeaux.
Switzerland broke off diplomatic relations with Vichy France.
Destroyer and smaller naval vessels bombard enemy installations and positions on Aguijan Island, Marianas
Islands; bombardment was repeated daily until 26 August.
US naval vessel PT-555 was damaged by a mine near the Mediterranean coast of France, 43 degrees 19
minutes North, 5 degrees 30 minutes East. Two Japanese naval vessels were sunk, the destroyer Asakaze by
submarine Haddo (SS-255) in the vicinity of the Philippines, 16 degrees 6 minutes North, 119 degrees 44
minutes East, and minesweeper #22 by submarine Batfish (SS-310) near the Palau Islands, 8 degrees 9 minutes
North, 134 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 24, Thursday, 1944: The 6,754-ton passenger/cargo ship Tsushima Maru, of necessity unmarked and
unlighted since it was part of a convoy Namo-103, was evacuating 826 Japanese children, some of their
schoolteachers, and some of their parents from Okinawa to the mainland of Japan prior to the American
landings in the Ryukyus when it was sunk by the US submarine USS Bowfin just northwest of the island of
Akuseki. Since the attack was carried out between 10PM and 10:30PM, the children were probably all asleep.
Anyway, the ship went under in less than 15 minutes. 767 of the children drowned and 59 floated.

WORLD WAR II
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Harder (SS-257), by Japanese depth charges, off west coast of
Luzon, Philippine Islands
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August 25, Friday, 1944: Finland sued for an armistice with the Soviet Union.
The Red Army captured Tartu, Estonia.
Romania declared war on Germany.
British troops crossed the Seine River and took Vernon, northwest of Paris.
Canadian forces captured Elbeuf, south of Rouen.
American troops took Avignon.
Spain, Portugal, and Turkey broke off diplomatic relations with Vichy France.
The US embassy in Rio de Janeiro sent a response to Cordell Hull’s telegram of July 27th. The Brazilian
government would allow VillaLobos out of the country but for merely 3 months. He indicated that he would
not accept unless he would be allowed to visit other countries and unless the conducting engagements were
definite.
2:30PM: The German commander of Paris surrendered the city.
4:00PM: General de Gaulle arrived in Paris and walked through a vast crowd to the Hôtel de Ville. A wave of
retributions swept over the city.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Yunagi, by submarine Picuda (SS-382), Philippine Islands area,
18 degrees 46 minutes North, 120 degrees 46 minutes East
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(Between 1943 and 1947, as a member of a psychological warfare unit, Leon Edel was accompanying the US
and its Allies on their march from Normandy to the Rhine by way of Paris, and then into Germany. These were
the guys who were assuring us that Führer Adolf Hitler had only one testicle. Learning how to use
psychology in the service of war would come in handy for Leon in the postwar era, as it would become possible
for him to advance his academic career in American academies through the derogation of Henry Thoreau.)

WORLD WAR II
August 26, Saturday, 1944: On a bombing mission over Germany a US 8th Air Force B24 was hit by flak and
crash-landed some 90 miles south of Hanover. The American crew was captured and one of them was taken
to the hospital because he had broken his ankle. The other 8 new prisoners of war were put on a train to a POW
camp. On the way the train stopped at Russelheim, and the German guards paraded the American crew through
the town for townspeople to pelt them with stones and bricks — and shovels. Two of the airmen ran for their
lives and would escape, but the other six, battered so badly that they had become unconscious, were shot by
the local Nazi leader. (The corpses went into a common grave. After the war a number of the perps would be
identified and 5 would hang. Two would receive prison sentences of 30 years, one of 25 years, and two of 15
years.)
The Red Army reached the Danube east of Galati.
Bulgaria announced its withdrawal from the war, and that German troops in Bulgaria would be disarmed.
Allied forces in Italy began a general offensive. The British captured Pisa but the Germans held their defensive
line.
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General de Gaulle led a ceremonial parade through Paris. Arthur Honegger recorded in his diary, “de Gaulle’s
procession. Fighting in the Montmartre cemetery. German bombing.”
Niels Bohr presented his memorandum on intentional control of nuclear weapons to President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. Was this man going to allow somebody else have a say over something important that he himself
might be able to control? –Stay tuned.
A Japanese naval vessel was sunk off Palau Islands, Caroline Islands by our submarine Batfish (SS-310),
the destroyer Samidare.
WORLD WAR II
August 28, Monday, 1944: Liberation of Marseilles/Toulon.
Over the following 2 days, Ambon in the Dutch East Indies would be destroyed by allied bombers.
Soviet forces took Braila, Romania, northeast of Bucharest.
Ernst Thaelmann, former leader of the German Communist Party, was shot at Buchenwald after more than 10
years imprisonment. Meanwhile, Allied bombs dropped accidentally on Buchenwald kill Princess Matilda,
daughter of the King of Italy and Marcel Michelin, the tire manufacturer.
While Allied troops occupied Marseille and Toulon, taking 47,000 Germans prisoner, in Paris Charles de
Gaulle became provisional president of France.
Of 97 V-1s sent by the Germans toward London on this day, only 4 exploded in the city limits: 3 had fallen
short, 2 had struck barrage balloons, and 88 were shot down by air and anti-aircraft defenses.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #77, by Army aircraft, Kurile Islands area
WORLD WAR II
August 29, Tuesday, 1944: There was a court of inquiry at Arromanches into the appalling blunder that had
been committed that Sunday, when Allied warplanes had fired their rockets at Allied minesweepers off the
Cap d’Antifer. It seemed there had been “an error in communications.” Hey, mistakes happen, and guess what,
the 78 who were killed are going to stay killed, and guess what, the 149 who were wounded are going to stay
wounded, and meanwhile we’ve got a war going on here, folks, so let’s just drop this right here — and get on
with our agenda!
The Slovak uprising began.
Soviet troops took Constanta on the Black Sea east of Bucharest and Buzau, northeast of the capital.
The Bulgarian cabinet voted to abolish all anti-Jewish legislation as of September 5th. The final deportation
transports left Lodz.
ANTISEMITISM
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Soviet and Polish communists announced the discovery of evidence of 1,500,000 murders at Majdanek.
Partisans declare a Czechoslovak Republic, taking Banska Bystrica and much of the area surrounding it to
Brezno, Zvolen and Rozomberok (Slovakia).
American forces captured Soissons, Reims, and Châlons-sur-Marne, north and west of Paris.
British planes bombed Königsberg (Kaliningrad) leaving 134,000 civilians homeless.
Late in August as German armies had been retreating eastward, units of the British 2nd SAS Regiment had
parachuted behind enemy lines in the Saulx Valley in the Meuse Department of eastern France and joined up
with the local French Maquis. Their 1st action, on August 28th, had been the ambush of a German staff car
carrying two officers and two NCOs. An SS officer sent several lorry loads of soldiers to the nearby village of
Robert-Espagne and on this day the Germans first destroyed the telephone equipment at the local post office
to cut the village off from the outside world, and then rounded up 49 local Frenchmen and stood them three
deep with their backs to the embankment at the train station. Three machine-guns were put to use as the
womenfolk watched from the windows of adjacent houses. The SS ordered the women out of their homes to
gaze at the pile of corpses while their homes were torched. Then, at the nearby village of Couvonges, 26 men
were shot and 54 out of 60 houses torched, and at nearby Beurey-sur-Saulx, seven men were shot and the
church and houses torched, and at Mogeville, three more men were shot.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #28, by submarine Jack (SS-259), off the Celebes, 2 degrees 3
minutes North, 122 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 31, Thursday, 1944: Senator Harry S Truman launched his vice-presidential campaign in Lamar,
Missouri (his birthplace).
The Soviet army entered Bucharest.
British forces captured Amiens.
American forces captured Verdun, approaching the Rhine River.
American troops crossed the Meuse River at Commercy, west of Nancy.
A Provisional Government for France set up operations in Paris.
Aircraft from a carrier task group under Rear Admiral R.E. Davison commenced a 3-day attack on Iwo Jima
and the Bonin Islands. There would be a bombardment by cruisers and destroyers on September 1st and 2nd
to augment these air strikes.
The US submarine Redfin (SS-272) landed supplies and evacuated certain personnel from Palawan Island,
Philippine Islands. The Japanese Minelayer Shirataka was sunk by US Submarine Sealion (SS-315) in the
Luzon Strait, Philippine Islands, at 21 degrees 5 minutes North, 121 degrees 26 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 3, Sunday, 1944: The Antwerp/Brussels region of the low countries was seized by the Allied
armies.
Prime Minister Moraviev of Bulgaria ordered a halt to the execution of political prisoners.
American forces captured Mons in Belgium while in the south, French troops entered Lyon. British forces
entered Brussels, and captured Tournai and Abbeville in northern France.
A cease-fire was agreed to by Finland and the USSR, to take effect on the following morning at 8AM.
Theme and Variations: The Four Temperaments for piano and string orchestra by Paul Hindemith was
performed for the initial time, in Boston. The soloist was Lukas Foss.
A naval task group under the command of Rear Admiral A.E. Smith, consisting of 1 carrier, 3 cruisers,
and 3 destroyers, struck at Japanese positions on Wake Island.
A United States naval vessel was damaged by a storm at sea: Submarine chaser SC-535, Southern France area,
43 degrees 17 minutes North, 6 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 6, Wednesday, 1944: The Red Army crossed the Danube into Yugoslavia at Kladovo, east of
Belgrade. They captured Ostroleka, north of Warsaw.
Hungary declared war on Romania.
British and Canadian troops took Ghent and Courtrai (Kortrijk), Belgium and Armentiers in northern France.
French troops captured Chalons-sur-Saône.
Aircraft from the fast carrier force of Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher, composed of 16 carriers, with cruisers and
destroyers, struck Japanese aircraft installations and defenses on Yap, Ulithi, and the Palau Islands in the
western Caroline Islands group. Attacks would continue through September 8th.
WORLD WAR II
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September 7, Thursday, 1944: The British government announced the end of the V-1 threat. It has been 7 days
since the final one landed.
US Army forces supported by naval vessels landed on Soepiori Island in the Schouten Islands off New Guinea.
The Japanese tramp steamer Shinyo Maru was loaded with US and Philippino POWs who had surrendered
near Lasang on the island of Mindanao. The commander of the Japanese guard had informed the prisoners that
if the ship were to be attacked at sea, he planned to kill all of them. When, off Mindinao, the ship took a torpedo
from the USS Barb, the guards attempted to machine-gun the prisoners as they jumped into the sea; some 20
who survived the sinking and the machine-gunning were picked up by another Japanese ship, aboard which
they were then executed. Other floaters would be able to make their way to Sindangan Bay in Mindano and
get in touch with Filipino guerrillas there who would be able to get on the radio and contact us. The USS
Norwhal would be dispatched at full speed to search for anyone who might still be alive — and would be able
to retrieve 81 other floaters. Summing it up, a total of 688 US and Filipino POWs perished.241
The commander of the Barb, Eugene Bennett Fluckey, would, however, become a recipient of the
Congressional Medal of Honor.
WORLD WAR II

241. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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September 8, Friday, 1944: Japanese airplanes bombed Chengtu.
US forces complete the conquest of Biak Island, Netherlands New Guinea.
Romania declared war on Hungary.
American forces captured Besançon and Liège while the Canadians took Nieuport (Nieuwpoort) and Ostend
(Oostende).
The Belgian government-in-exile returned home to Brussels.
Malta ended blackouts.
The 1st German V-2 rocket bomb landed in London, killing 3 (the V-1 had been not a rocket but a ramjet).242
ICBMS
The V-2 would eventually kill 2,724 and injure 6,467.
WORLD WAR II
September 9, Saturday, 1944: Aircraft from a fast carrier task force under Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher
commenced a 2-day strike against Japanese shipping, facilities, and aircraft at Mindanao in the Philippine
Islands.
Largely Communist soldiers and partisans overthrew the government of Prime Minister Konstantin Vladov
Moraviev of Bulgaria. The 1st Regency Council for 7-year-old King Simeon II was replaced by a council
consisting of Regents Ganev, Pavlov, and Boboshevski. They replaced Prime Minister Muraviev with Kimon
Georgiev Stoyanov. A pro-Axis Bulgarian government-in-exile was constituted in Germany under Prime
Minister Asen Tsolov Tsankov. All pro-German members of the previous government were taken into custody.
The Soviet Union agreed to send aid to Warsaw and allow the Allies to use Soviet airstrips.
German and Italian fascists signed an agreement with Italian partisans whereby Germans would withdraw
from Domodossola and surrounding valleys.
Canadian troops took Bruges (Brugge).
French forces captured Beaune, Le Cruesot, and Autun in Burgundy.
Provisional President Charles de Gaulle of France denominated himself Prime Minister.
WORLD WAR II

242. During World War II the Tower of London was being hit with incendiaries, high explosive bombs, and V-rockets. The only
buildings lost would be the Main Guard and the North Bastion. The demolition would be part of the wall built by King Henry III of
England. During the war, spies were shot in Mint Street.

LONDON
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September 11, Monday, 1944: Communist leader Boleslaw Bierut assumed the presidency of a new
provisional government of Poland.
Bulgaria began releasing Allied prisoners of war.
South African troops took Pistoia, northwest of Florence.
Allied forces from the south reached Dijon. As French resistance fighters liberated the city, forces from the
Normandy and Riviera invasions met at Sombernon.
British troops entered the Netherlands near Bourg Leopold.
American bombers struck Chemnitz.
British bombers struck Darmstadt. 12,300 people die in the firestorm.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt met in Québec.
Allied troops set foot on the soil of Nazi Germany.
Japanese Submarine Chaser #165 was sunk by US Submarine Albacore (SS-218) off Kyushu, Japan,
at 32 degrees 20 minutes North, 131 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 12, Tuesday, 1944: American planes flew 2,400 sorties against the Visayan Islands in the
Philippine Islands.
The Hungarian Communist Party was reconstituted.
The German garrison at Le Havre surrendered to the British.
The Greek government moved from Cairo to Caserta.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M. A. Mitscher) commence 3-day attack on Japanese
airfields and shipping in the Visayas, Philippine Islands. On 14 September one carrier group (Vice Admiral
J.S. McCain) would shift operations to targets on Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
In Moscow, Romania signed an armistice with the USSR, Great Britain, and the United States. They agreed to
took part in the war, pay $300,000,000 of goods and raw materials to the USSR, ban all fascist organizations,
repeal all anti-Jewish laws, and revert to their 1940 borders. The Soviet Union took control of Bessarabia and
northern Bukovina.

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States naval vessels sunk: High-speed transport Noa (APD-24), by collision, Palau Islands area,
Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 1 minute North, 134 degrees 30 minutes East
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Motor minesweeper YMS-409 foundered off the Atlantic Coast.
A United States vessel was damaged by colliding with another vessel: Destroyer Fullam (DD-474), Palau
Islands area, Caroline Islands, 71 minutes North, 134 degrees 30 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyer Shikinami, by submarine Growler (SS-215), South China Sea, 18
degrees 16 minutes North, 114 degrees 40 minutes East
•

Frigate Hirato, by submarine Growler (SS-215), South China Sea, 17 degrees 54 minutes North,
114 degrees 49 minutes East

Le Havre was captured by Allied forces.
On September 4th, 2,218 Australian and British POWs who had survived the building of the Death Railway
had been marched the 3 miles from the Valley Road camp in Singapore to the docks to board the transport ships
Rakuyo Maru and Kachidoki Maru (this had been the US ship President Harrison before being salvaged by
the Japanese), bound for an internment camp on Formosa. At this point, in the South China Sea, the 3
transports, 2 tankers, and 4 escorting destroyers of this convoy were engaged by the American submarines
Growler, Sealion, and Pampanito. The fighting would continue into the following day. Torpedoes sank the
Rakuyo Maru and Kachidoki Maru. Among those who died were 33 men from HMAS Perth. There were 1,074
floaters, 141 of whom would be picked up by our submarines and by the USS Queenfish when it arrived on
the scene. The Japanese destroyers picked up 520 British floaters from the Kachidoki and 277 British and
Australian floaters from the Rokuyo, who would remain POWs. 1,144 British and Australian POWs had died.
WORLD WAR II
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September 13, Wednesday, 1944: US troops reached the Siegfried Line.
The 1st airdrop of Soviet supplies took place over Warsaw. The Red Army captures Lomza, northeast of
Warsaw.
American bombers attacked the synthetic fuel plant at Morowitz, near Auschwitz. Although destroying the
target, some bombs accidentally fell on the death camp, killing 15 SS and injuring 28 while killing 40 inmates
and injuring 65. Some bombs also fall on Birkenau, damaging the railway and killing 30 Polish laborers
(this had been entirely an accident, a “collateral damage”: although the Allies possessed overwhelming
evidence of the events of the death camps, they wasted zero bombs intentionally to put them out of action,
halting the mass extermination of Jews being no part of what we were about).
ANTISEMITISM
Arnold Schoenberg, on his 70th birthday, was required by law to retire from the faculty of the University of
California–Los Angeles.
The 1,850-ton destroyer USS Warrington (DD-383) was caught in a hurricane with winds of up to 130 knots
in the South Atlantic while on its way to Trinidad. The vessel came to a standstill off the Bahama Islands at
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27 degrees 0 minutes North, 73 degrees 0 minutes West when seawater, cascading through its ducts, flooded
its engine room. The heavy seas pounded the ship’s hull open and it rolled heavily to starboard. The order to
abandon ship was given. The Warrington rolled completely over and, its bow pointing up, quickly and silently
slid out of sight. A prolonged search by rescue ships was able to collect only 5 officers and 68 enlisted men.
248 had died.

HURRICANES

Hey, it’s war, people die. We never bothered to assign this 1944 hurricane a name.
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On this day another United States naval vessels also was sunk: High-speed minesweeper Perry (DMS-17),
by mine, Palau Islands area, Caroline Islands, 6 degrees 53 minutes North, 134 degrees 10 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #55, by carrier-based aircraft, Philippine Islands area,
10 degrees 20 minutes North, 124 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 14, Thursday, 1944: Soviet and Polish forces captured Praga, just across the Vistula (Wista) River
from Warsaw, but made no attempt to cross the river.
The US submarine Pargo (SS-264) laid mines near Natuna Island in the South China Sea.
United States Coast Guard vessels sunk:
•
•

Cutters Bedloe (PC-128) and Jackson (PC-142), by storm off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina
Lightship #71, by storm, Vineyard Sound, Massachusetts

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #5, by carrier-based aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 6 degrees 10
minutes North, 126 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 15, Friday, 1944: Soviet forces occupied Praga, near Warsaw, but again came to a halt.
American forces landed unopposed on Morotai Island in the Netherlands East Indies, but simultaneous 1st
Marine Division landings on Peleliu (Palau) Island in the Carolines met fierce Japanese resistance. The naval
operation was commanded by Vice Admiral T.S. Wilkinson, and the landing was preceded by several days of
intensive carrier-based aircraft bombing and ship gunfire bombardment. The heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis
(CA-35) participated in this operation.

The Marine landing itself was commanded by Major General W.H. Rupertus.
A naval task force under Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey landed Army troops under Major General J.C. Persons on
Morotai Island in the Netherlands East Indies. The assault was supported by the cruisers and destroyers of Rear
Admiral R.S. Berkey and aircraft from the escort carriers of Rear Admiral T.L. Sprague.
Submarine Stingray (SS-186) landed men and stores on Majoe Island, Molucca Sea.
Carrier Shangri La (CV-38) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #3, by submarine Guavina (SS-362), Philippine Islands area, 5 degrees
34 minutes North, 125 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Saturday, 1944: Second Quebec Conference attended by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill ended (it has been in session since September 11th).
American troops completed their conquest of Morotai Island.
A Polish advance across the Vistula (Wista) at Czerniakow was badly mauled by the Germans.
Soviet forces occupied the Bulgarian capital, Sofia.
American troops captured Beaugency, southwest of Orléans, along with 20,000 Germans.
A general strike took place on this day and the following one in Denmark, to protest German troops having
fired on a crowd in Copenhagen, wounding 29.
Michael Tippett’s motet for chorus acappella Plebs angelica was performed for the initial time, in Canterbury
Cathedral.
Marine Air Wings, Pacific was redesignated Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific (Major General
F.P. Mulcahy) with headquarters at Ewa, Oahu.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Wadleigh (DD-689), by mine, Palau Islands area, Caroline
Islands, 7 degrees 51 minutes North, 134 degrees 39 minutes East. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Escort carrier
Unyo, by submarine Barb (SS-220), South China Sea, 19 degrees 18 minutes North, 116 degrees 26 minutes
East.
WORLD WAR II
September 18, Monday, 1944: An American attempt to extend their perimeter on Peleliu was thrown back by
the Japanese with heavy losses.
American forces captured Eindhoven. British forces moving up from the south linked with the Americans at
Eindhoven and Veghel.
While on trial in Rome, former prison director Donato Carretta was attacked by a mob of about 7,000 and
thrown into the Tiber where he drowned. His body was then hung from a prison window. An investigation
would exonerate Carretta in November, revealing that he had placed himself at risk to shield anti-fascist
prisoners.
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The 5,065-ton Japanese cargo ship Junyo Maru, which had been built in Glasgow by Robert Duncan &
Company but had at this point become a rust bucket, was en route from Java to Sumatra when hit by a couple
of tin fish from Lieutenant-Commander S. Maydon’s Triton-class submarine HMS Tradewind.

On board the Junyo Maru, unfortunately, were 1,377 Dutch and 64 British and Australian POWs, a few dozen
American merchant seamen, and 4,200 Javanese, intended for slave labor on a 220-kilometer railway line
being built on the island of Sumatra between Pakan Baru and Muaro. It was “standing room only” in the
prisoner holds. A total of 723 floaters would be retrieved by Japanese ships to do slave labor on this Sumatran
railway, and many of these men would not be able to last out the war. (For instance, of the approximately a
hundred Dutch nationals who survived the sinking, 10 would die doing slave labor.) However, 5,620 would
not be needing to perform any slave labor on any damned tropical railroad, as they had drowned.

WORLD WAR II
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September 19, Tuesday, 1944: Finland concluded an armistice with the Soviet Union and Great Britain.
Finnish borders were returned to those of 1940. Finland committed to disarm all German troops within the
nation and surrender them to the Soviets. Finnish airfields were placed at the disposal of the USSR and Finland
agreed to pay $300,000,000 in reparations.
Soviet troops took Valga on the Estonia-Latvia border. The Germans began the evacuation of Estonia.
3,000 Jews at the Klooga slave labor camp, and 426 at the nearby Lagedi camp, were shot.
ANTISEMITISM
A Polish attempt to relieve the remaining Poles in Czerniakow failed.
American forces captured Brest in Brittany.
A state of siege was declared in Copenhagen when Danish police resisted and fired on Germans who were
attempting to subdue and arrest them.
British troops linked with Americans in Grave and together they headed toward Nijmegen to the north.
Piano Concerto no.1 by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time in its orchestral setting, over the
airwaves of the Blue Network, conducted by the composer. Also on the program, Harris conducted the
premiere of his Rock of Ages for chorus and orchestra.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-371, damaged by grounding, Netherlands East Indies area, 2 degrees 5
minutes North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Ioshima, by submarine Shad (SS-235), off Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees 40
minutes North, 138 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 20, Wednesday, 1944: Japanese resistance on Angaur (Palau) effectively ended.
4,000 Jews were deported from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz. They all appeared in the film “The Führer
Donates a Town to the Jews.”
ANTISEMITISM
British troops entered San Marino.
Allied (Great Britain/United States) forces captured Nijmegen with its bridges intact.
Charles, Count of Flanders, became regent for his brother, King Leopold III of Belgium, who retiredto
Switzerland.
American troops took Châtel south of Lake Geneva, and Lunéville west of Strasbourg.
WORLD WAR II
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September 21, Thursday, 1944: The transport Toyofuku Maru was carrying British and Dutch POWs from
Singapore to Japan, and had stopped at Manila to offload the sick and dying, and had come out of the port of
Manila in a convoy which had been at sea for three days. At this point it was engaged by US torpedo bombers.
It took only a few minutes for the ship to go down and for approximately 1,000 POWs trapped in the prisoner
holds to drown. There were fewer than 200 floaters.
Aircraft from 12 carriers (Vice Admiral M. A. Mitscher) commenced a 2-day attack against Japanese shipping
and airfields on Luzon, Philippine Islands.
American planes bombed the Manila area destroying 200 Japanese planes and much shipping in Manila Bay,
at the cost of 15 planes.
Urho Jonas Castren replaced Antti Verner Hackzell as prime minister of Finland.
The new government of Bulgaria proclaimed equality of women, religious freedom, civil marriage, and
separation of church and state.
Josip Broz Tito flew in a Soviet airplane to Romania and thence to Moscow. He would sign an agreement
allowing Soviet entry into Yugoslavia with the proviso that they needed to depart as soon as their task was
completed and the proviso that they would have no control over the partisans.
Roman Chief of Police Pietro Caruso, found guilty of providing execution lists to the Germans, was shot to
death by a firing squad.
Canadian and Greek forces captured Rimini on the Adriatic coast, 11 west of Florence.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Satsuki, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay Oiler Sunosaki, by carrier-based aircraft,
Manila Bay
Surveying ship Katsuriki, by submarine Haddo (SS-255) west of Manila, 13 degrees 35 minutes
North, 119 degrees 6 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #5, by carrier-based aircraft, north of Masinloc, 15 degrees 25 minutes North,
119 degrees 50 minutes East
Auxiliary submarine chaser #39, by carrier-based aircraft, 12 degrees 18 minutes North,
122 degrees 46 minutes East
Minesweeper #7, carrier-based aircraft, 12 degrees 18 minutes North, 122 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 22, Friday, 1944: Finland broke off diplomatic relations with Japan.
Soviet troops captured Talinn, Estonia and Arad, Romania.
Allied troops took Elst, south of Arnhem.
Canadian forces captured Boulogne.
On the southwest coast of the island of Mindanao in the Philippine Islands, the submarine Narwhal (SS-167)
landed men and the materiels which they might need in order to kill other men.
The Allied armies entered Boulogne.
WORLD WAR II
September 24, Sunday, 1944: Soviet and Bulgarian forces began an offensive against the Germans, south of
the Danube River, into Yugoslavia.
British troops were dropped onto the Greek mainland at Cape Araxos, west of Patras.
Toccata for organ and brass by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in the Busch-Reisinger Museum,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, the composer himself conducting.
The Seven Lively Arts, a musical revue with music partly by Igor Stravinsky, opened in Philadelphia.
Aircraft from 12 carriers (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked aircraft, ground installations, and shipping
in the Visayas, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-19, by mine, Palau Islands area, Caroline Islands,
6 degrees 53 minutes North, 134 degrees 10 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk by carrier-based aircraft, Visayas area raid, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•
•

Torpedo boat Hayabusa, 13 degrees 0 minute North, 122 degrees 0 minutes East
Seaplane tender Akitsushima, 11 degrees 59 minutes North, 120 degrees 2 minutes East
Minelayer Yaeyama, 12 degrees 15 minutes North, 121 degrees 0 minutes East
Submarine chaser #32, 12 degrees 15 minutes North, 121 degrees 0 minutes East

German submarines sunk: U-565 and U-596, by Army aircraft, Salamis, Greece
WORLD WAR II
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September 26, Tuesday, 1944: Führer Adolf Hitler signed a decree creating a People’s Army. Every ablebodied male 16-60 was to be drafted.
British troops landed at Katacolon in Greece.
British forces took Turnhout, northeast of Antwerp.
Soviet troops occupied Estonia.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-175, by destroyer escort McCoy Reynolds (DE-440), northeast of Palau Islands,
Caroline Islands, 9 degrees 19 minutes North, 136 degrees 44 minutes East
Minelayer Aotaka, by submarine Pargo (SS-264), off Borneo, 7 degrees 0 minutes North,
116 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

September 27, Wednesday, 1944: Soviet troops land on Vormsi Island off Estonia.
The last Warsaw resisters surrender. In the fighting for Warsaw, 15,000 Polish resisters and 10,000 Germans
were killed. The Germans begin 5 days of vengeance in which 200,000 Poles would be killed.
Evidently people weren’t dying in adequate numbers in the Philippine Islands. The submarines Narwhal (SS167) and Stingray (SS-186) offloaded some more tools with which to kill people, on the north coast of
Mindanao and the east coast of Luzon respectively.When the Japanese transport Ural Maru was sunk by the
USS Flasher, approximately a couple thousand of the 2,350 on board drowned.
Another Japanese naval vessel was also sunk by submarine torpedo: Coast defense vessel #10, East China Sea,
29 degrees 26 minutes North, 128 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 29, Friday, 1944: The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) evacuated 81 Allied prisoners war from
Sindangan Bay of Mindanao, Philippine Islands. These men were survivors from the torpedoed Japanese ship
Shinyo Maru.
Soviet troops land on Muhu Island off Estonia.
A German submarine was sunk: U-863, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-107), South Atlantic area, 10 degrees
45 minutes South, 25 degrees 30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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October 1944: While Friend John R. Kellam was working at city planning in Toledo, Ohio, the draft board
there “didn’t want any CO to be on their record.”

So they reclassified me to 1A.

1A

WORLD WAR II
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150 American POWs who were constructing an airfield on the island of Palawan in the Philippines for the
Japanese heard an air-raid alarm and were herded by their guards into an underground shelter. It was a trick
and the guards poured gasoline down. 142 were either burned to death or shot as they tried to climb out
(8 managed to sneak out a door at the rear and get away).
WORLD WAR II

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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October 1, Sunday, 1944: The Kenedy Alien Detention Camp was converted into a POW camp run by the US
Army. A trainload of wounded and disabled German army veterans would soon arrive, guarded by American
soldiers who had been wounded in the Battle of the Bulge (among these German POWs would be my
childhood friend and benefactor, Hans Theodor Zink — an American citizen who had been taken back to
Germany by his parents and had grown into his adolescence in Hitler Germany, who had walked across the
battle lines and surrendered during the Battle of the Bulge).

The USSR entered Yugoslavia.
Office of Deputy Commander in Chief United States Fleet and Deputy Chief of Naval Operations
(Vice Admiral R.S. Edwards) was established.
Alejandro Córdova, publisher of Guatemala’s most important daily newspaper, El Imparcial, was murdered.
The conservative president Federico Ponce Vaides was blamed.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-385, by mine, western Caroline Islands area,
9 degrees 52 minutes North, 139 degrees 37 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Forrest (DD-461), by collision, Southern France area, 43 degrees 20 minutes North,
5 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Bailey (DD-492), by strafing, Palau Islands area, Caroline Islands, 6 degrees 59 minutes
North, 134 degrees 13 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coastal minelayer Ajiro, by submarine Snapper (SS-185), northwest of Bonin
Islands, 28 degrees 11 minutes North, 139 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 3, Tuesday, 1944: Soviet troops occupied Hiiuma Island off Estonia.
When British planes bombed the dikes protecting Walcheren Island, hundreds of meters of dikes were
destroyed and the sea rushed in, killing 125 Dutch islanders.
United States naval vessels sunk:
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•

Destroyer escort Shelton (DE-407), by submarine torpedo Netherlands East Indies area, 2 degrees
33 minutes North, 129 degrees 18 minutes East
Submarine Seawolf (SS-197), accidentally by United States forces, off Morotai Island, Netherlands
East Indies
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-364, by destroyer escort Samuel S. Miles (DE-183), Palau Islands area,
Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 48 minutes North, 133 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 6, Friday, 1944: Soviet and Romanian forces began an offensive into Hungary, toward Budapest.
Prisoners revolted at Birkenau, organized by the Sonderkommandos. They blew up a crematorium and other
buildings, killing guards. It is doubtful that any escaped. As they were captured they were executed.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Gunboat Saga, by mine, off Hong Kong, 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 114 degrees 10 minutes
East
Coast defense vessel #21, by submarine Seahorse (SS-304), South China Sea, 19 degrees
17 minutes North, 118 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 8, Sunday, 1944: Land-based aircraft from the Marianas Islands increased the tempo of air strikes on
Japanese-held Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Finnish forces took Kemi at the head of the Gulf of Bothnia, the last Finnish port still held by the Germans.
British troops took Corinth and Samos.
A meeting of representatives from Egypt, Syria, Transjordan, Iraq and Lebanon ends in Cairo. They sign a
protocol calling for the creation of an Arab League.
Capricorn Concerto for flute, oboe, trumpet and strings by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time,
in New York. The work was named after the composer’s house in Mount Kisco, New York.
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First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt wrote, in The New York Times Magazine, that “December 7 was ... far from the
shock it proved to the country in general. We had expected something of the sort for a long time.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
October 10, Tuesday, 1944: The Battle of Leyte Gulf began with American raids on Japanese airfields from
Japan to the Philippines. 100 planes and large amounts of shipping were destroyed on Okinawa.
Soviet forces reach the Baltic Sea north of Memel (Klaipeda), cutting off German retreat.
During a German counterattack in Hungary, a group of Jewish slave laborers including György Ligeti found
themselves unattended near Nagyvárad. Over the following ten days he would be captured four times by the
Soviets, and four times would escape in the chaos. He would walk back to Kolozsvár to find his parents and
younger brother had been taken off to death camps.
ANTISEMITISM
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) composed of 17 carriers, escorted by 5
battleships, 14 cruisers, and 58 destroyers bombed Japanese shipping and shore facilities on Okinawa and
other islands in the Ryukyus.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Ryukyu Islands area:
•
•

Submarine tender Jingei, by carrier-based aircraft, 26 degrees 39 minutes North, 127 degrees
52 minutes East
Transport #158, by carrier-based aircraft, 26 degrees 38 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

October 11, Wednesday, 1944: Soviet troops occupied Szeged and laid siege to Kolozsvár, Hungary (ClujNapoca, Romania).
A delegation sent in secret by Hungarian head of state Miklos Horthy signed a provisional cease-fire
agreement in Moscow. Hungary agreed to declare war on Germany and give up all acquisitions made since
1937.
New Zealanders crossed the Rubicon.
Miniatures for flute, oboe and piano by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, in Chelsea Town
Hall, London.
Aircraft from 2 carrier task groups (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain and Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) attacked
airfields and other enemy facilities in northern Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-368, by grounding, western New Guinea area, 1 degree 59 minutes North,
127 degrees 57 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #105, by submarine Trepang (SS-412), off Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees
18 minutes North, 137 degrees 42 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
October 12, Thursday, 1944: Senator Harry S Truman began his official vice-presidential campaign tour,
by railroad, with a speech in New Orleans (the railroad car he used was named the “Henry Stanley”
and perhaps the joke of the day may have been “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”).

Soviet forces took Oradea, Romania.
Soviets and Yugoslav partisans took Subotica near the Hungarian border.
The 3-year-old blackout restrictions in Leningrad were lifted.
British paratroopers land at Megara airfield near Athens as the Germans evacuated Piraeus. The British also
landed on Corfu. Vasilis Zannos, a minister in the National Liberation Front, together with Mikis Theodorakis,
disarmed the staff of the Luftwaffe. Their weapons were handed over to the Lord Byron student group, whose
members included Iannis Xenakis.
String Quartet in a minor by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, in the National
Gallery, London, on the composer’s 72nd birthday.
Carrier-based aircraft from Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) commenced a 5-day attack against enemy
shipping, airfield facilities, and industrial plants on Formosa and northern Luzon, Philippine Islands. These
strikes met with intensive counterattacks by Japanese aircraft.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), accidentally by United States naval
gunfire, Formosa area, 21 degrees 8 minutes North, 123 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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October 13, Friday, 1944: Peleliu Island in the Palau Islands was secured.
American planes attacked Japanese installations on Taiwan over two days, October 12/13. At dusk the
Japanese artillery opened up against the American ships, damaging a carrier and a cruiser.
Soviet forces captured Riga.
The Tuvinian People’s Republic (Tuva) was incorporated into the USSR.
Arrests began in Romania of those suspected of war crimes. Three former ministers were arrested including
former Prime Minister Ion Gigurtu.
Germany lifted the state of siege that had been in place in Copenhagen since September 19th.
American troops entered Aachen and engaged the German forces in fierce street fighting.
Symphony no.2 by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
United States naval vessels damaged, Luzon, Philippine Islands and Formosa area:
•
•

Heavy cruiser Canberra (CA-70), by Japanese aircraft torpedo, 22 degrees 48 minutes North,
123 degrees 1 minute East
Carrier Franklin (CV-13), by Japanese Kamikaze, 22 degrees 55 minutes North, 123 degrees
12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 14, Saturday, 1944: German troops evacuated Athens as British and Greek forces entered the city.
The British attempted to reinstate the government-in-exile but armed partisans refuse to accept the status quo
ante.
Soviets and Yugoslav partisans began their assault on Belgrade.
American carrier-based planes and high level bombers from China attacked Taiwan for the 3d time in as many
days. Over the course of this 3-day battle, 500 Japanese planes had been destroyed.
As he was convalescing at his home in Herlingen, Field Marshall Erwin Rommel was visited by two generals,
emissaries of Führer Adolf Hitler, who offered him the choice of suicide or a public trial. He accepted the
cyanide thoughtfully provided by these two colleagues.

The Nürnberg Defense: “But I was only obeying orders!”
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United States naval vessels damaged, in the Luzon, Philippine Islands and Formosa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Hancock (CV-19), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 23 degrees 30 minutes North,
121 degrees 30 minutes East
Light cruiser Houston (CL-81), by Japanese aircraft torpedo, 22 degrees 27 minutes North,
124 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Cowell (DD-547), by collision, 22 degrees 27 minutes North, 124 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese strafing, 22 degrees 30 minutes North 124 degrees
50 minutes East
Light cruiser Reno (CL-96), by Japanese kamikaze suicide aircraft, 22 degrees 30 minutes North,
124 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 15, Sunday, 1944: Japanese air forces launched strikes against American naval forces off Taiwan,
damaging one cruiser at the cost of many planes downed.
After Admiral Horthy proclaimed an end to fighting and called for action against German occupation troops,
German soldiers stormed the royal palace in Budapest, kidnapped Horthy’s son and forced him to appoint
Ferenc Szálasi as prime minister.
Soviet troops occupied Petsamo (Pechenga) on the Arctic Ocean and took Kolozsvár, Hungary (Cluj-Napoca,
Romania) after a four-day siege.
Polish troops took Gambettola, south of Ravenna.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proclaimed his government’s support for the “establishment of Palestine
as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth.”
Duo concertante for cello and piano by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time.
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Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) bombed targets in the Manila area, Luzon,
Philippine Islands.
Coast Guard Cutter Eastwind (AG-279) captured the German trawler Externsteine off the northeast coast of
Greenland.
Command designated Minecraft, Pacific Fleet (Rear Admiral A. Sharp), was established.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Franklin (CV-13), by Japanese horizontal bomber, Philippine
Islands area, 16 degrees 29 minutes North, 123 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 16, Monday, 1944: British troops landed on the island of Lemnos in the Aegean Sea.
Ferenc Szálasi replaced Géza Lakatos as Prime Minister of Hungary and a reign of terror began. Between this
point and the end of the war 85,000 Hungarian Jews and thousands of political opponents would be killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Romanian Communists forced the government to resign. Prime Minister Sanatescu was retained but the new
government would include more Communists.
Vlorë was liberated by Albanian partisans.
The Red Army advanced in force into East Prussia towards Gumbinnen (Gusev, Russia) and Goldap (Poland).
Soviet troops took Nis, Yugoslavia.
Scenes from War and Peace, an opera by Sergei Prokofiev to his own words after Tolstoy, were performed for
the initial time, in a concert setting, in Moscow.
United States naval vessel damaged: Light cruiser Houston (CL-81), by aircraft torpedo, off Luzon, Philippine
Islands 20 degrees 54 minutes North, 125 degrees 9 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Torpedo boat Hato, by Army aircraft, East China Sea, 21 degrees 49 minutes
North, 115 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 17, Tuesday, 1944: Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison bombed Japanese
airfields on Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Army troops were landed on Suluan and Dinagat Islands at the entrance to Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands.
American forces captured Suluan Island in the Philippines.
Hungarian head of state Miklos Horthy was taken under “protective custody” to Weiheim, Bavaria.
American troops took Venray, east of Eindhoven.
In their attempt to rid their country of Germans, Finnish troops captured Rovaniemi.
Aaron Copland’s work for chamber orchestra Letter from Home was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the ABC radio network, originating in New York City.
The US submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed supplies on the northeast coast of Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-70, by storm, off Leyte, Philippine Islands. 10
degrees 56 minutes North, 125 degrees 12 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Minelayer Montgomery (DM-17), by mine, east of Palau Islands,
Caroline Islands, 10 degrees 56 minutes North, 125 degrees 12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 18, Wednesday, 1944: The USSR announced that the Red Army had entered Czechoslovakia.
German troops recaptured Banska Bystrica from Slovakian partisans.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Le Havre, France, was established.
Dance Overture op.20 for orchestra by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Rochester,
New York, conducted by Howard Hanson.
Indian forces captured Tiddim, Burma (Myanmar), northwest of Mandalay.
Aircraft from 3 task groups of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey), including 13 carriers, attacked Japanese
installations and shipping in northern Luzon and the Manila area, Philippine Islands.
Cruiser task group (Rear Admiral J. B. Oldendorf) bombarded enemy shore installations on Leyte, Philippine
Islands.
Army troops landed unopposed on Homonhon Island and Dinagat Island at the entrance to Leyte Gulf,
Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged:
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•
•

High-speed transport Goldsborough (APD-32), by coastal defense gun, Leyte Gulf area, 10 degrees
57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East
LST906, by grounding, off Leghorn, Italy

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #95, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
18 degrees 54 minutes North, 121 degrees 51 minutes East
Transports #135 and #136, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area Philippine Islands, 17 degrees
46 minutes North, 120 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 19, Thursday, 1944: American troops captured Bruyères, west of Strasbourg.
FOREVER AMBER, a novel by Kathleen Winsor, was banned in Boston.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on the southwest coast of Negros in the Philippine
Islands.
An American invasion force entered the Leyte Gulf in the Philippine Islands and began shelling landing
beaches on Leyte Island. American planes did serious damage to Japanese planes in the area. United States
naval vessels damaged, Leyte area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Ross (DD-563), by mine, 10 degrees 17 minutes North, 125 degrees 40 minutes East
Destroyer Aulick (DD-569), by coastal defense gun, 11 degrees 13 minutes North, 125 degrees
2 minutes East
Escort carrier Sangamon (CVE-16), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 46 minutes North,
126 degrees 23 minutes East
Salvage vessel Preserver (ARS-8), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
125 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 20, Friday, 1944: Theme and Variations for orchestra op.43b by Arnold Schoenberg was performed
for the initial time, in Boston.
British troops occupied Cesena, southeast of Bologna.
Seventy workers and students captured the fortress of the Guardia de Honor in Guatemala and distributed the
captured arms to their fellows. They opposed the reign of terror by conservative president Federico Ponce. By
5PM a new government was in place, partly organized by foreign diplomats.
The liberation of Belgrade.
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US Army forces landed on Leyte Island in the Philippines supported by naval gunfire and carrier-based
aircraft. The overall commander was General Douglas MacArthur, the naval commander was Vice Admiral
T.C. Kinkaid, and the ground troops were commanded by Lieutenant General W. Krueger. After the beachhead
was secure General “Dugout Dug” came ashore in the company of Philippine President Osmeña and his
cabinet.
Naval Operating Base, Guam, Marianas Islands, was established.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48), by Japanese aircraft torpedo, 11 degrees 1 minute North,
125 degrees 7 minutes East
Destroyer Bennion (DD-662), by coastal defense gun, 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
LST452, by coastal defense gun, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 125 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

The Committee of National Liberation was set up as the de-facto government of France.
The Greek government in exile under prime minister George Papandreou returned to Athens.
Soviet troops along with Yugoslavian partisans occupied Belgrade. Partisans took control of Dubrovnik.
Soviet, Romanian and Bulgarian forces took Debrecen, east of Budapest. Deportations of Hungarian Jews
resumed.
ANTISEMITISM
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October 21, Saturday, 1944: Massive German surrender at Aachen, seat of Charlemagne’s empire (that had
been a long time ago).
Walter Piston’s “Fugue on a Victory Tune” was performed for the initial time, in New York.
General Douglas MacArthur returned to the Philippines as promised.

Carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral G.F. Bogan) attacked Panay, Cebu, Negros, and Masbate, Philippine
Islands.
American troops captured Tacloban on Leyte Island in the Philippines.
Japanese resistance on Angaur (Palau) ended.
Olafur Thors replaced Björn Thordarson as prime minister of Iceland.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Transport Warhawk (AP-168), by collision, 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes
East
LST269, LST483, LST486, and LST704, by coastal mortars, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
125 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 22, Sunday, 1944: President Osmeña re-established the civilian commonwealth government of the
Philippines at Tacloban on Leyte Island.
Soviet troops advancing across arctic Finland reached Norway.
Over the following 4 days 35,000 Budapest Jews of all ages would be marched out to dig anti-tank ditches for
the defense of the city. Thousands would be shot as they marched, or left to die.
ANTISEMITISM
The Antifascist Council of National Liberation was formed into a de facto government of Albania.
Enver Hoxha was named prime minister.
Canadian forces captured Breskens on the Scheldt estuary of the Netherlands.
Canadian troops took Cervia on the Adriatic Sea south of Ravenna.
Chant de libération for baritone, unison chorus and orchestra by Arthur Honegger to words of Zimmer was
performed for the initial time, at the Paris Conservatoire (the work had been composed in 1942).
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #5, by carrier-based aircraft, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 12 degrees 55 minutes North, 121 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Monday, 1944: The Soviet army entered East Prussia.
In Amsterdam, the Dutch resistance murdered SD officer Herbert Oelschagel. The response, the next day,
would be to arrest 29 civilians and at gunpoint force pedestrians on the Apollonian to witness their execution.
Meanwhile, several buildings would be being put to the torch.
Eight countries including the United States, United Kingdom, and Soviet Union recognized the government
of Charles de Gaulle as the legitimate government of France.
“Passacaglia for piano” by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands (operation
would continue on 24 and 25 October).The Battle for Leyte Gulf (13-16 October) opened as United States
submarines off Palawan Island sighted and attacked the Center Force of three Japanese naval groups moving
on Leyte in a major effort to drive United States forces from the Philippines. Two enemy cruisers were sunk
and a third severely damaged:
•
•

Heavy cruiser Maya, by submarine Dace (SS-247), 9 degrees 11 minutes North, 117 degrees
7 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Atago, by submarine Darter (SS-227), 9 degrees 28 minutes North, 117 degrees
17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 23-26, 1944: During the battle of Leyte Gulf, Rear Admiral Inoguichi Toshihira 70,000-ton Japanese
battleship IJN Musashi took 6 torpedoes and 17 bombs from the 259 planes of Admiral Halsey’s IIId Fleet
before it rolled over and went under. Its admiral went down with it. Nearly half its crew of 2,200, a total of
1,023 counting the admiral, died.243
The American light carrier USS Princeton, the escort carriers Gamber Bay and St. Lo, the destroyers Hoel and
Johnston, and the destroyer escort Samuel B. Roberts sank during the battle. From our 6 ships 898 died while
913 were wounded.
WORLD WAR II
October 24-25, 1944: Admiral Masami Ban’s 39,154-ton Japanese battleship IJN Fuso was badly damaged
during the night battle of Surigao Strait, Leyte by a torpedo from the American destroyer USS Melvin. It lost
speed and fell out of formation, then after half an hour, at 3:40AM, blew up and broke apart a short distance
from the northern tip of Kanihaan Island. The bow section was sunk by naval gunfire from the USS Louisville
and the stern section drifted with the current for some distance and sank half an hour later. Many of the
Japanese floaters refused rescue by US vessels.244 The Japanese destroyer Asagumo may have been able to
pluck some of these floaters out of the water, but anyway it itself was torpedoed at 7:21AM and went down
with all on board. There were Philippinos along the shore waiting to take vengeance on any Fuso crewmen
who made it to the shallows. Of this crew of just over 1,400 men, in all likelihood, there would not have been
a single person to live out the day. The IJN Yamashiro, flagship of Vice-Admiral Nishimura Shoji, was also
sunk during this engagement. As the formation entered the Strait, the ships were engaged by patrol torpedo
boats and destroyers of the US Battle Force under the command of Admiral Jesse B. Oldendorf. An escorting
destroyer, the Yamagumo, was torpedoed, blew up, and went down with all aboard. The Yamashiro was hit by
4 torpedoes, and when its list reached 45 degrees the order was given to abandon ship. The order came too late,
for a couple of minutes later the ship abruptly capsized. Most of its crew of 1,400 died, and only 10 floaters
would be picked up by the USS Claxton.
WORLD WAR II

243. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

244. It had become rather common, also, for US sailors to refuse to pick up Japanese floaters, offering the explanation that if taken
aboard they would perhaps attempt some act of sabotage.
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October 24, Tuesday, 1944: American troops crossed from Leyte to Samar.
British troops entered Lamia, Greece.
Germans retook Gumbinnen in East Prussia (Gusev, Russia).
The Soviets captured Kirkenes, Norway on the Barents Sea.
As martial law ended in the Hawaiian Islands, habeas corpus was restored.
The Japanese freighter Arisan Maru was on its way home within a convoy of 17 ships out of Manila Bay in
the Philippines. In its holds were 1,800 American POWs, packed so tightly they could not lie down, who were
intended for use as slave labourers in the mines and factories of Japan.
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Four days out into the China Sea, at 3PM, the ship’s hull split from bow to stern as it was struck by 3 torpedoes
from the American submarine USS Snook.

The halves of the ship floated apart, to sink a couple of hours later. Almost all these Americans would drown.
Only 7 would manage to cling to wreckage, of whom 2 would be picked up by a Japanese destroyer and 5
would reach the Chinese coast.

The Battle for Leyte Gulf (23-26 October) continued. Carrier-based aircraft (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher)
located and heavily attacked the Japanese Center Force south of Mindoro in the Sibuyan Sea, and the Southern
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Force steaming through the Sulu Sea, Some 180 enemy aircraft counterattacked United States forces and
almost all were shot out of the sky although they did manage to sink one of the US light aircraft carriers. During
the night, the United States fast carriers moved north from San Bernardino Strait to be in a position for dawn
strikes against the enemy Northern Force. The Japanese Center Force moved through San Bernardino Strait
and south toward Leyte Gulf.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•

Light carrier Princeton (CVL-23), damaged by dive bomber, Battle for Leyte Gulf, 15 degrees
12 minutes North, 123 degrees 36 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Submarine Darter (SS-117), damaged by grounding, Bombay Shoal, Palawan Passage, Philippine
Islands.; destroyed by United States forces
Submarine Tang (SS-306), by circular run of her own torpedo, north of Formosa
Ocean tug Sonoma (ATO-12), by Kamikaze, Battle for Leyte Gulf, 10 degrees 57 minutes North,
125 degrees 2 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Birmingham (CL-62) and destroyers Morrison (DD-560), Gatling (DD-671), and
Irwin (DD-794), by rolling against Princeton (CVL-23) while alongside, and by fragments from
her exploding magazines
Destroyer Leutze (DD-481), by horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer Albert W. Grant (DD-649), by naval gunfire, 10 degrees 27 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
Oiler Ashtabula (A0-51), by aircraft torpedo, 11 degrees 3 minutes North, 125 degrees 22 minutes
East
LST552, by horizontal bomber, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
LST695, by underwater explosion, 8 degrees 31 minutes North, 128 degrees 34 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

In the Sibuyan Sea American planes sank a Japanese super-battleship:
•
•
•

Battleship Musashi, by carrier-based aircraft, Sibuyan Sea, 12 degrees 50 minutes North,
122 degrees 35 minutes East
Destroyer Wakaha, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 50 minutes North, 121 degrees 25 minutes
East
Submarine I-362, by destroyer escort Richard M. Rowell (DD-403), 9 degrees 45 minutes North,
126 degrees 45 minutes East
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“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

October 25, Wednesday, 1944: Great Britain, the United States, and several American republics recognized
the Italian government of Prime Minister Ivanoe Bonomi.
American and Japanese naval forces engaged in 3 separate incidents near the Philippines. In a surface action
in the Surigao Strait, the Japanese lost 6 ships without the Americans losing any. In the Philippine Sea east of
the San Bernadino Strait, the Japanese sank 4 American ships. This action saw the initial use of kamikaze
suicide flights by the Japanese (although 2-man suicide submarines had been being used all along, featuring
even at the initial attack on Pearl Harbor). In the Philippine Sea east of Luzon, American planes sank 4 ships.
Total Japanese losses this day numbered 4 carriers, 3 battleships, 6 heavy cruisers, 3 light cruisers and 10
destroyers. Henceforward the Japanese Navy would be unable to play a major role in the war.
Commander Ernest E. Evans’s USS Johnston (DD-557) and other destroyers, part of “Taffy 111,” a 13-ship
Task Force, were screening American escort carriers in the Surigao Strait of the Leyte Gulf when engaged by
Japanese Center Force battleships and cruisers. After launching all 10 of its torpedoes at the Japanese heavy
cruiser Kumano, the Johnston was hit repeatedly by naval gunfire and its ammunition stores began to explode.
After 15 minutes it rolled over and went down. 46 of the crew had been killed by the enemy gunfire, 45 died
on the rafts of their injuries, and 92 of the 235 floaters would not be picked out of the water in time.
(Commander Evans would posthumously receive the Congressional Medal of Honor. A survivor would report
having seen the Japanese captain salute the Johnston as it had gone down. The remains of the vessel would not
be identified 20,000 feet down on the ocean floor until November 2019.)

The USS Hoel (DD-533), an American destroyer, was engaged by Japanese Center Force battleships while
patrolling the entrance to Leyte Gulf. After taking over 40 hits, the destroyer rolled over and sank by the stern
with 252 deaths. 15 died on the rafts while awaiting rescue. 85 survived. During the same battle, LieutenantCommander R.W. Copeland’s escort destroyer USS Samuel B. Roberts was also sunk with 3 officers and 86
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enlisted men dying. The Roberts was hit by a 14-inch salvo from an enemy battleship, and a hole 40 feet long
and 10 feet wide was opened in its port side. The 126 floaters would spend 18 hours in the oil-covered water
before rescue. (You can see memorials to the Hoel, Johnston, and Roberts at the Fort Rosecrans National
Cemetery, Point Loma, San Diego.)
Captain F.J. McKenna’s aircraft carrier USS St. Lo was sunk during this engagement by a Japanese Zeke-52
kamikaze. The plane came down at the St. Lo at 10.53AM. The ship’s magazines exploded producing an
enormous mushroom-shaped cloud. The ship went down at 11:25AM and 126 died. Its escort destroyer, the
USS Dennis, picked up 434 floaters.
The Battle for Leyte Gulf (13-16 October) continued. Japanese Southern Force entered Surigao Strait where
it was engaged and virtually destroyed by Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf’s force of battleships, cruisers,
destroyers, and motor torpedo boats (Battle of Surigao Strait). Meanwhile, the Japanese Center Force,
including 4 battleships and 5 cruisers, having passed into the Philippine Sea during the night, attacked 6 escort
carriers and screening vessels commanded by Rear Admiral C.A.F. Sprague (Battle off Samar). After inflicting
severe damage on this light United States force, the enemy Center Force retired without molesting the landing
operations in the Leyte Gulf area. At the same time, carrier aircraft from Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey)
located and struck the Japanese Northern Force. Four Japanese carriers and other vessels were sunk (Battle off
Gape Engano).
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on the east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands.
The United States and Great Britain resumed diplomatic relations with Italy.
United States naval vessels sunk, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Gambier Bay (CVE-73), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 31 minutes North, 125 degrees
12 minutes East
Destroyer Hoel (DD-533), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 46 minutes North, 126 degrees 33 minutes
East
Destroyer Johnston (DD-557), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer escort Samuel B. Roberts (DE-413), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East
PT-493, by coastal defense gun, 10 degrees 15 minutes North, 125 degrees 23 minutes East
Escort carrier St. Lo (CVE-63), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 11 degrees 10 minutes North,
126 degrees 5 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
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•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Sangamon (CVE-26), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 9 degrees 45 minutes North,
126 degrees 42 minutes East
Escort carrier Suwanee (CVE-27), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 9 degrees 45 minutes North,
126 degrees 42 minutes East
Escort carrier Santee (CVE-29) by kamikaze suicide aircraft and submarine torpedo, 9 degrees
45 minutes North, 126 degrees 42 minutes East
Escort carrier White Plains (CVE-66), by kamikaze suicide aircrafts and naval gunfire, 11 degrees
40 minutes North, 126 degrees 20 minutes East
Escort carrier Kalinin Bay (CVE-68), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 11 degrees 10 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East, and naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East
Escort carrier Fanshaw Bay (CVE-70), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East
Escort carrier Kitkun Bay (CVE-71), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 11 degrees 10 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Heerman (DD-523), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 30 minutes North, 126 degrees
15 minutes East
Destroyer escort Richard M. Rowell (DE-403), by strafing, 10 degrees 5 minutes North,
127 degrees 10 East
Destroyer escort Dennis (DE-405), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Zuikaku, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 20 minutes North, 125 degrees 51 minutes
East
Light carrier Chitose, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, 19 degrees 20 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East
Light carrier Chiyoda, by carrier-based aircraft, 18 degrees 37 minutes North, 126 degrees
45 minutes East
Light carrier Zuiho, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 20 minutes North, 125 degrees 51 minutes
East
Battleships Fuso and Yamashiro, by surface craft, 10 degrees 25 minutes North, 125 degrees
20 minutes East
Heavy cruisers Chikuma, Chokai and Suzuya, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 30 minutes
North, 126 degrees 30 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Mogami, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, 9 degrees 40 minutes North,
124 degrees 50 minutes East
Light cruiser Tama, by carrier-based aircraft and submarine Jallao (SS-368), 21 degrees 23 minutes
North, 127 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyers Asagumo, Michishio and Yamagumo, by surface craft, 10 degrees 25 minutes North,
125 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Akizuki, by submarine Halibut (SS-232), 20 degrees 29 minutes North, 126 degrees
36 minutes East
Destroyer Hatsuzuki, by surface craft, 20 degrees 24 minutes North, 126 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
Destroyer USS Johnston DD-557 has been found 20,000 Feet Under the Sea
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/05/us/uss-johnston.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
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October 26, Thursday, 1944: An American attack north of Dulag on the island of Leyte was repulsed by the
Japanese. Meanwhile, at sea, the battle for Leyte Gulf (23-26 October) was winding down as carrier-based and
Army aircraft bombed the Japanese ships that had survived the previous days’ action and were attempting to
retire.
United States naval vessels damaged, Battle for Leyte Gulf.
•
•

PT-131, by dive bomber, 9 degrees 0 minute North, 125 degrees 0 minute East
Escort carrier Suwannee (CVE-27), by dive bomber and Kamikaze, 9 degrees 37 minutes North,
126 degrees 53 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Abukuma, by surface craft, 9 degrees 20 minutes North, 122 degrees 32 minutes East
Light cruiser Kinu, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 46 minutes North, 123 degrees 11 minutes
East
Light cruiser Noshiro, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 35 minutes North. 121 degrees
45 minutes East
Destroyer Hayashimo, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 5 minutes North, 121 degrees
50 minutes East
Destroyer Nowaki, by surface craft, 13 degrees 0 minute North, 124 degrees 54 minutes East
Destroyer Uranami, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 50 minutes North, 123 degrees 0 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

October 27, Friday, 1944: Soviet troops took Uzhgorod, Czechoslovakia (Ukraine).
Canadian forces captured Bergen-op-Zoom.
A 5-man regency council took control in Hungary.
Aircraft from two carrier task groups (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman and Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) attacked
enemy ships and installations in the Visayas and northern Luzon area, Philippine Islands.
US submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•

Battleship California (BB-44), by strafing, 16 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes
East
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•
•

Submarine chaser PCER-848, by horizontal bomber, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees
5 minutes East
PT-523, by dive bomber, 11 degrees 15 minutes North, 124 degrees 59 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyers Fujinami and Shiranui, by carrier-based aircraft Luzon area, Philippine Islands
12 degrees 0 minutes North, 122 degrees 30 minutes East
Transport #138, by submarine Kingfish (SS-234), Volcano Islands area, 25 degrees 22 minutes
North, 141 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 28, Saturday, 1944: Representatives of the Czechoslovak government-in-exile set up an
administration in Chust.
Bulgaria signed an armistice with the Allies. Bulgarians were already fighting alongside the Allies.
British troops took Tilburg, northwest of Eindhoven. Polish troops captured Breda, west of Eindhoven.
71 civilians were killed in Antwerp by a V-1 rocket bomb.
ICBMS
The last deportation from Theresienstadt sent 2,000 Jews to Auschwitz. After 1,689 were gassed, as the
Germans began a systematic dismantling of any evidence of mass murder, meticulously prepared false death
certificates and other files were burned.
ANTISEMITISM
A Legend for Orchestra by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC Home
Service, originating in The Guildhall, Cambridge.
Partita for violin, viola and organ by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, at the Library of
Congress in Washington DC.
The US Army Air Forces Aviation Psychology Program was formally extended to service in 11 air-force
convalescent hospitals. Captain Sidney W. Bijou was placed in charge of coordinating this program of testing,
classification, and training hospitalized personnel for further service.245

245. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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Armistice Agreement with Bulgaria.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) bombed Japanese shipping near Cebu,
Philippine Islands.
American troops captured Abuyog, Leyte.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer escort Eversole (DE-404), by submarine torpedo, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Light cruiser Denver (CL-58), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area
Philippine Islands, 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East

Japanese submarines sunk, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Submarine I-45, by destroyer escort Whitehurst (DE-634), 10 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 28 minutes East
Submarine I-54, by destroyers Gridley (DD-380) and Helm (DD-388), 10 degrees 56 minutes
North, 127 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 29, Sunday, 1944: Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral G.F. Bogan) struck Japanese
airfields and shipping in the Manila area, Philippine Islands.
Naval Operating Base, Leyte, and Naval Air Station, Samar, Philippine Islands were established.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area, 15 degrees
7 minutes North, 124 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II
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October 30, Monday, 1944: Sonatina for flute and clarinet by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time,
in Buenos Aires. The work was an arrangement of his Sonatina for flute and viola.
3 new ballets were performed for the initial time, in the Library of Congress, Washington DC, to celebrate the
80th birthday of Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge: Jeux de printemps (six excerpts for chamber orchestra) op.243
by Darius Milhaud, Hériodade, an orchestral recitation after Mallarmé by Paul Hindemith, and Appalachian
Spring by Aaron Copland to a scenario by Graham.
Canadian forces completed a drive across South Beveland to the Walcheren Canal.
At Auschwitz, the German guards put the last batch of people to be gassed with Zyklon-B through their
habitual let-us-clean-you-up “shower chamber” drill.

On this day, Anne Frank and her sister, Margot Frank, were remanded from Auschwitz to the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Carrier Franklin (CV-13), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 126 degrees
40 minutes East
Light carrier Belleau Wood (CVL-24), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 20 minutes North,
126 degrees 40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 31, Tuesday, 1944: The 5,355-ton SS Bremerhaven, which once upon a time in a world at peace had
been a refrigerated cargo ship, had been converted into a troop transport in 1942 and then into a hospital ship
early in 1944. It had set out from the Latvian port of Windau at 5:30PM on October 29th, for Gotenhaven in
the Bay of Danzig. On board were 3,171, consisting of 1,515 wounded German soldiers on stretchers,
156 walking wounded, 680 refugees, 511 workers of the Organization Todt, 200 SS guards, 42 medical staff,
22 anti-aircraft gunners, and 45 civilian crew. At 9:30AM, while still about 60 miles from its destination, The
ship was engaged by 5 Russian planes. It was struck by an airborne torpedo and two bombs, one of which
touched off the ship’s ammunition store and set the ship on fire. Captain Grass gave the order to abandon ship.
Rescue boats were able to come alongside and offload 2,795 before the flames reached them. However, when
the ship rolled over, 113 soldiers, 289 refugees, and 8 crewmen died.
RAF planes attacked Gestapo headquarters in Aarhus, Denmark, killing 150 Germans, 20 Danes (mostly
informers) and one Danish civilian. Bombers flying at rooftop level destroy Gestapo records for a planned antiresistance sweep.
German troops evacuated Thessaloniki, stranding many Aegean garrisons.
Sebastian, a ballet by Gian Carlo Menotti to his own story, was performed for the initial time, in the
International Theater of New York City.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: District craft Kaiyo #6, by submarine Gabilan (SS-252) off Shikoku, Japan,
32 degrees 50 North, 134 degrees 21 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 1944: The initial batch of spent nuclear fuel was obtained from the reactors at Hanford for
irradiation and processing into an atomic weapon.

The Japanese home islands began to launch balloons from which high explosive devices were suspended,
to drift in the recently discovered “jet stream” in the general direction of America. Some 9,000 such devices
would be launched, and 342 bomb reports would be made in the US.
ICBMS
Goudsmit’s ALSOS mission obtained documents which implied that Germany’s rate of progress toward
an atomic weapon had slowed.
WORLD WAR II
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November 1, Wednesday, 1944: Submarine Ray (SS-271) landed men and supplies on west coast of Mindoro,
Philippine Islands.
American troops took Baybay on the western shore of Leyte.
Soviet forces took Kecskemet, south of Budapest.
British troops entered Flushing (Vlissingen).
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Abner Road (DD-526), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte Gulf,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 47 minutes North, 125 degrees 22 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Anderson (DD-411), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees
2 minutes East
Destroyer Bush (DD-529), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 13 minutes North,
125 degrees 21 minutes East
Destroyers Claxton (DD-571) and Ammen (DD-527), by Japanese Kamikazes, 10 degrees
40 minutes North, 125 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Killen (DD-593), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 40 minutes North,
125 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 2, Thursday, 1944: 50,000 of Budapest’s Jews were sent on a forced march toward Austria. On the
6-day march 10,000 would die. In Budapest, some 1,000 Jews would be saved by Raoul Wallenberg.
ANTISEMITISM
Yugoslav partisans took Zadar in Croatia.
The last German troops left Greece. Blackout restrictions were lifted.
British forces took Flushing (Vlissingen) in fierce fighting.
The Allies captured Zeebrugge, Belgium.
Japanese aircraft bombed the United States airstrip, with planes on the ground, at Tacloban on Leyte in the
Philippine Islands (they would repeat this raid on the following day).
WORLD WAR II
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November 3, Friday, 1944: When 500 Jews from a Slovak labor camp reached Auschwitz, the apparatus to
kill them was no longer in existence.
ANTISEMITISM
A 3-man regency council for Hungary replaced the one set up during the previous week.
Turkey ended blackout restrictions.
US submarine Cero (SS-215) landed men and supplies on the east coast of Luzon in the Philippine
Islands.Japanese aircraft attacked air facilities on Saipan and Tinian in the Marianas Islands. The enemy made
a series of strikes in this area from which heavy bombing missions against the Japanese home islands were
launched.
United States naval vessel damaged: Light cruiser Reno (CL-96), by submarine torpedo, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 13 degrees 46 minutes North, 131 degrees 27 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Akikaze, by submarine Pintado (SS-387), South China Sea, 16 degrees
48 minutes North, 117 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 5, Sunday, 1944: A Song of Thanksgiving for soprano, speaker, chorus, and orchestra by Ralph
Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, in a recording session at the BBC’s London studio (the
recording was intended for broadcast at the conclusion of the European war).
American and Japanese forces engaged in the hills near Limon on Leyte Island (American soldiers would
remember this as “the Battle of Breakneck Ridge”).
Two members of the Stern Gang killed Lord Moyne, British Resident Minister in the Middle East, in Cairo.
British troops landed at Thessaloniki.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) commence 2-day attack against Japanese
shipping and air installations on Luzon, Philippine Islands.
The Japanese heavy cruiser Nachi, in an attempt to escape American air raids on Manila harbor, headed for
the open sea, but Halsey’s Task Force 38 immobilized it just off Corregidor with bomb hits and a torpedo strike
in the starboard boiler room. The ship lay dead in the water the airplanes came back and dropped 5 torpedoes
at it. At 4:45PM the Nachi blew apart and sank. 807 crewmen died, and 74 members of the Japanese FifthFleet staff. There were 220 floaters.246
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United States naval vessel sunk: PT-320, by Japanese horizontal bomber, Leyte area, Philippine Islands, 11
degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Lexington (CV-16), by Japanese Kamikaze, off Luzon, Philippine
Islands, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 123 degrees 59 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Nachi, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay, Philippine Islands
Seaplane tender Notoro, by Army aircraft, off Singapore, 1 degree 18 minutes North, 103 degrees
52 minutes East
Patrol boat #107, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay, Philippine Islands
WORLD WAR II

November 6, Monday, 1944: Soviet leader Stalin termed Japan an “aggressive nation.”
The submarine Gurnard (SS-254) laid mines off western Borneo.
WORLD WAR II

246. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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November 8, Wednesday, 1944: Japanese prime minister Koiso announced that they would be victorious on
Leyte Island.
British troops took Fort White south of Tiddim, Burma.
The Germans began deporting Jews from Budapest to Austria, on foot.
ANTISEMITISM
German troops on Welcheren, Netherlands surrendered to Canadians.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Growler (SS-215), unknown cause, west of Philippine Islands
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Torpedo boat Sagi, by submarine Gunnel (SS-253), Philippine Islands area, 16
degrees 9 minutes North, 118 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 10, Friday, 1944: President Wang Ching-wei of Japanese-occupied China died as Japanese troops
occupied Kweilin and Liuchow.
Sex carmina Alcaei for soprano and 11 instruments by Luigi Dallapiccola was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of Italian Radio originating in Rome. The work was dedicated to Anton Webern on his 60th
birthday (which had been, actually, the previous December 3d).
A district court in Salt Lake City, Utah sentenced 20 men and 11 women to a year of no-nookie incarceration,
for the crime of polygamy.
The USS Mount Hood (AE-11), commissioned on August 6, 1944, had come through the Panama Canal. It was
fully loaded with ammunition and explosives when it came to anchor in Seadler harbor at Manus in the
Admiralty Islands. There, only 4 months into its period of active duty, at 08:55 hours while ammo was being
offloaded to other vessels in preparation for the invasion of the Philippines, it blew up sending a smoke cloud
7,000 feet into the sky. The largest piece of this ship that would be found would measure 16 feet by 10 feet (no
statistic is available as to the largest fragment of human being that was found). Where the ship had been there
was a new trench on the harbor floor that was 300 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 35 feet deep. Its 295
crewmembers had disappeared. The blast also killed 49 and injured 371 on other ships in the harbor.
There were 18 survivors from the Mount Hood — these were of course men who had for one reason or another
been ashore at the time. Some suggest that this would have been caused not by our careless handling of
ammunition — but perhaps by some Japanese kaiten midget suicide sub that we just hadn’t noticed? Go figure.

? ? ?

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessel sunk: PT-321, by grounding, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 25 minutes
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Coast defense vessel #11, by Army aircraft, Ormoc Bay area of the Philippine Islands
Patrol boat #46, by submarine Greenling (SS-213), off Honshu, Japan, 34 degrees 30 minutes
North, 138 degrees 34 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 11, Saturday, 1944: The last German troops in Greece left the country.
The recording divisions of RCA and CBS ended their 2-year fight with the American Federation of Musicians
over recording practices. According to a contract signed on this day, a fee per recording sold would be paid to
the musicians union.
Aircraft from 3 carrier task groups (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) attacked a Japanese convoy in Ormoc Bay,
Leyte, Philippine Islands; 4 enemy destroyers and a minesweeper were sunk: Destroyers Hamanami,
Naganami, Shimakaze, and Wakatzuki and Minesweeper #30, by carrier-based aircraft, 10 degrees 50 minutes
North, 124 degrees 31 minutes East.
This had been a Japanese troop-replenishment convoy to Leyte Island, so we had been able to kill 10,000
Japanese soldiers at one fell swoop at the cost of 9 planes lost. Whee!
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded airfields and other enemy shore
installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands; bombardment commenced shortly before midnight and would
continiue on the following day.
WORLD WAR II
November 12, Sunday, 1944: The 45,000-ton German battleship Tirpitz, sister ship to the Bismarck, had of
course been named after the man who had created of German High Seas Fleet, Grand Admiral Alfred von
Tirpitz. Only once during the war had the Tirpitz gotten its huge guns off, and that had been during September
1943 at the bombardment of Spitzbergen to destroy the Allied supply bases there. The proud ship had been out
of action for 6 months following an attack by Royal Navy midget submarines. At this point the mammoth
warship was bottled up in the Altenfjord north of Oslo, Norway, the Tromsø Fjord. The Royal Air Force sent
32 Lancaster bombers from the #9 and #617 Squadrons based at Lossiemouth, Scotland over the vessel at
14,000 feet loaded with 12,000-pound “Tallboy” bombs. These gynormous bombs tore a 100-foot hole in the
hull of the ship, and it rolled over with keel uppermost trapping 971 of its crewmen inside, and went under.
There were but 76 floaters.
80,000 leftists demonstrated in Rome in celebration of the anniversary of the Russian revolution, and against
the monarchy.
Pastoral for piano and english horn by Elliott Carter was performed for the initial time, in New York City, with
the composer himself at the keyboard.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands: Repair ship Egeria (ARL-8) and Achilles
(ARL-41), by Japanese Kamikazes, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
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Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-37, by destroyer Nicholas (DD-449), south of Yap Island, 8 degrees 4 minutes North,
138 degrees 3 minutes East
Transport #139, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay in the Philippine Islands
WORLD WAR II

November 13, Monday, 1944: Belgium carried out the 1st 2 death sentences against collaborators.
Three Pieces for violin and piano by Lukas Foss were performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall,
the composer himself at the keyboard.
Aircraft of 3 carrier task groups (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) commenced a 2-day bombing of enemy shipping
and facilities in the Manila area and in central Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Kiso, destroyers Akebono, Akishimo, Hatsuharu and Okinami, and auxiliary
submarine chaser #116, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay, Philippine Islands
Submarine I-38, by Coast Guard Cutter Rockford (PF-48), and minelayer Ardent (AM-340),
eastern Pacific area 31 degrees 55 minutes North, 139 degrees 45 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

November 14, Tuesday, 1944: Bulgarian and Yugoslav forces entered Skopje, Macedonia.
Two chamber works by Dmitri Shostakovich were performed for the initial time, in the Leningrad
Philharmonic Bolshoy Hall: Piano Trio no.2 op.67, with the composer himself at the keyboard, and String
Quartet no.2 op.68.
Piano Sonata no.3 by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in Times Hall, New York City.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Auxiliary Kurasaki, by submarine Raton (SS-270), South China Sea, 17 degrees 27 minutes North,
117 degrees 43 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #7, by submarine Ray (SS-271), South China Sea, 17 degrees 46 minutes
North, 117 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 17, Friday, 1944: Juho Kusti Paasikivi replaced Urho Jonas Castren as prime minister of Finland.
Virgil Thomson’s orchestral suite Portraits was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia, conducted by
the composer. The portraits included were: Bugles and Birds (Pablo Picasso), Cantabile for Strings (Nicolas
de Chatelain), Fugue (Alexander Smallens), Percussion Piece (Jessie K. Lassel), and Tango Lullaby (Mlle
Flavie Alvarez de Toledo).
The destroyer USS McKean was transporting 185 Marines from Guadalcanal to Bougainville when it took a
direct hit from a Japanese torpedo plane at the battle of Empress Augusta Bay. The ship’s after magazine,
containing depth charges, exploded and ruptured its fuel tanks. Minutes later its forward magazine blew and
the ship began to sink by the stern. 64 crewmen and 52 Marines died. Floaters were picked up by other ships.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Alpine (APA-92), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 11 degrees 7 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

•

Escort carrier Jinyo, by submarine Spadefish (SS-411), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees 2 minutes North,
123 degrees 33 minutes East
Submarine I-26, by aircraft (VC-82) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57) and destroyer escort
Lawrence C. Taylor (DE-415), Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 44 minutes North, 130 degrees
42 minutes East
Torpedo boat Hiyodori, by submarine Gunnel (SS-253), South China Sea, 16 degrees 56 minutes
North, 110 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 18, Saturday, 1944: American forces entered Metz.
British troops captured Jülich, west of Cologne.
Albanian partisans captured Tirana from the Germans.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

LST6, by mine, Seine River, France
PT-311, by mine, Mediterranean area, 43 degrees 41 minutes North, 9 degrees 37 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #156, by submarine Spadefish (SS-411), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees
7 minutes North, 123 degrees 9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 19, Sunday, 1944: British forces launched an offensive from India into Burma.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) struck Japanese shipping and aircraft in the
Luzon area of the Philippine Islands.
Units of the Seventh Amphibious Force landed US Army troops on Asia Island off the northwest coast of New
Guinea.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-177, by destroyer escorts Conklin (DE-439) and McCoy Reynolds (DE440), Palau Islands area, 8 degrees 7 minutes North, 134 degrees 16 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 20, Monday, 1944: French troops drove through the “Beffort Gap” to reach the Rhine River.
Führer Adolf Hitler left his headquarters at Rastenburg, East Prussia (Ketrzyn, Poland). He would never see
it again.
Allied troops captured Sarrebourg, west of Strasbourg.
A rather extraordinary weapon turned up at this point. A US Navy fleet oiler of 11,316 tons, the USS
Mississinewa (A0-59), was struck on the starboard side by something while at anchor in the harbor of Ulithi
Atoll, Admiral Halsey’s 3rd Fleet anchorage, Marianas Islands area, 10 degrees 6 minutes North, 139 degrees
43 minutes East. It contained 440,000 gallons of aviation fuel which made quite a blaze at 5:45 hours. From
the ship’s complement of 298, 3 officers and 47 enlisted men died, and 11 officers and 81 enlisted men were
wounded.247

247. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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We would discover this to have been done by a Japanese one-crazy-guy suicide sub! Go figure. Two such
kaiten248 had been launched from mother submarines I-36 and I-47 and had penetrated the safety nets across
the mouth of the harbor. One had run ashore and failed to explode and would be recovered by the US Navy,
enabling us to figure this out. (I guess the dead body of the pilot was inside it, as the records don’t say anything
about anybody being interrogated.)
The US submarine Gar (SS-206) landed supplies on north coast of Mindoro in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #38, by submarine Atule (SS-403), South China Sea, 21 degrees
21 minutes North, 119 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 21, Tuesday, 1944: Albanian partisans occupied Durazzo.
Occidental College in Los Angeles awarded an honorary Doctorate in Law to Heitor Villa-Lobos (this was his
1st public appearance in the United States).
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. Mccrea) bombarded Japanese naval air installations on
Matsuwa Island in the Kurile Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Battleship Kongo and destroyer Urakaze, by submarine Sealion (SS-315),
northwest of Formosa, 26 degrees 9 minutes North, 121 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

248. Kaiten means “Turning of the Heavens.” The crudely constructed device was a standard Type-93 24" torpedo that had been
sawn in half to elongate the mid-section to put in a canvas seat. In front of the suicide pilot was the usual 3,300 pounds of high
explosive and behind him the propulsion unit. The pilot’s entry point was a hatch under the torpedo’s belly — once he got in he
wouldn’t be concerned about getting out.
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November 22, Wednesday, 1944: French troops took Mulhouse, just west of the Rhine.
Americans captured St. Dié, southwest of Strasbourg.
Marshall Tito granted amnesty to all Yugoslav followers of Dragoljub Mihajlovic who would surrender by
January 4th (this did not include members of the Ustashi).
Zoya, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich was shown for the initial time.
French forces captured Belfort.
Henry V, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, at the Carlton, Haymarket,
London.
Aircraft from carrier group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) bombed enemy air facilities on Yap Island in the
Caroline Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #151, by submarine Besugo (SS-321), South China Sea, 11 degrees
22 minutes North, 119 degrees 7 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 23, Thursday, 1944: Japanese resistance on Breakneck Ridge was broken as American forces took
Limon on Leyte Island.
Finland announced that all Germans had been cleared from Lapland.
American and French forces entered Strasbourg on the Rhine River.
The Canadian cabinet made 16,000 conscripts available for overseas duty (this was the first time Canadian
draftees were to be sent abroad).
Ode to Napoléon Buonaparte, for speaker, piano and string quartet by Arnold Schoenberg to words of Byron,
was performed for the initial time, in New York. This first performance was for string orchestra.
The US submarine Gar (SS-206) landed men and supplies on the west coast of Luzon in the Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport James O’Hara (APA-90), by Japanese kamikaze suicide
plane, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 24, Friday, 1944: During this period the New York Times made passing mention of the fact that
the death toll of European Jews stood already at some 5,500,000 persons and was still rising. But the owners
of the newspaper well knew that they could not afford to allow their editors to dwell on such a topic, as the
American reader was simply not prepared to pay any great deal of attention to such information — not about
Jews, they weren’t.
ANTISEMITISM
Army aircraft based in the Marianas Islands made an initial raid on Tokyo by land-based bombers.
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser PC-1124, by dive bomber, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East.
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Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chaser No, 44 and transports #111, #141, and #160, by Army aircraft,
Cataingan Bay, Masbate Island, Philippine Islands
Japanese forces occupied Yungning, south of Liuchow.
The Red Army completed the conquest of Saaremo Island off the coast of Estonia.
Allied forces (mostly French) completed their captured of Strasbourg.
American troops crossed the Saar River north of Saarbrücken.
Scènes de ballet by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time, in Forrest Theater, Philadelphia.
Circus Overture for chamber orchestra by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in
Philadelphia.
Rounds for String Orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
WORLD WAR II

November 25, Saturday, 1944: Demolition of the Auschwitz crematoria began.
A V-2 struck Deptford, killing 160.
A British submarine between Australia and Indonesia stopped a Japanese cargo ship. The crew fled,
abandoning a war cargo and 50 Indonesian civilians. The British then laid charges that blew up the ship, its
cargo, and its passengers.
At the battle of Leyte Gulf Japan had lost 26 ships but the US only 6, plus the Japanese heavy cruiser IJN
Kumano had been badly damaged and 56 of its crew had been killed and 99 wounded. Captain Hitomi Soichiro
had managed to get the ship to Manila for repairs, but on its next expedition into the sea and into the war, it
had been torpedoed by a US submarine. And again it had managed to limp back to a repair port. In fact it had
acquired a reputation and was being described as the “ship with nine lives.” So on this day, as it was enroute
to Formosa, it was engaged by Avenger planes of Air Group 80 off the carrier USS Ticonderoga and took 4
direct hits by 500-pound bombs that slowed it down considerably, but then it was engaged with aerial
torpedoes and took another 5 hits. It was listing at 45 degrees when the order to abandon ship was given. Then
there were 3 more torpedo strikes and 2 more bomb strikes. After it turned turtle the desperate seamen astride
its the hull and bobbing in the water around it were for some reason subjected to strafing by the American
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planes. At 5:15PM the keel disappeared into the waters. Of this ship’s crew of 1,036, its captain and 339
members of its crew died.
Aircraft from two carrier groups (Rear Admiral G.F. Bogan and Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bomb enemy
shipping and aircraft in central Luzon area, Philippine Islands. Japanese Kamikazes attacked United States
carriers.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-363, by coastal defense gun, Netherlands East Indies area, 0 degrees 55
minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Carrier Essex (CV-9), Intrepid (CV-11), and Hancock (CV-19), by Kamikazes, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 15 degrees 47 minutes North, 123 degrees 14 minutes East
Light carrier Independence (CVL-22), by crash of friendly aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
15 degrees 58 minutes North, 125 degrees 14 minutes East
Light carrier Cabot (CVL-28), by Kamikaze, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15 degrees 42 minutes
North, 123 degrees 9 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Kumano as above, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15
degrees 45 minutes North, 119 degrees 48 minutes East
Cruiser Yasoshima, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15 degrees 40 minutes
North, 119 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Shimotsuki, by submarine Cavalla (SS-244), west of Borneo, 2 degrees 21 minutes
North, 107 degrees 20 minutes East
Transports #6 and #10, by carrier-based aircraft, Marinduque Island, Philippine Islands 13 degrees
32 minutes North, 121 degrees 52 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #38, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), west of Luzon, Philippine Islands
14 degrees 22 minutes North, 119 degrees 57 minutes East
Patrol boat #38, by submarine Atule (SS-403), Luzon Strait, 20 degrees 12 minutes North,
121 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 26, Sunday, 1944: Soviet troops took Michalovce, Czechoslovakia.
The Jews who had been being used to drag the bodies from the gas chambers to the crematoria in Auschwitz
were murdered.
ANTISEMITISM
Sonata for solo violin by Béla Bartók was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Heitor Villa-Lobos conducted his music in Los Angeles at the beginning of a highly successful United States
tour.
The carrier Bon Homme Richard (CV-31) was commissioned in New York harbor.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transport #161, by Army aircraft, Andaman Sea 16 degrees 0 minute North, 97 degrees 0 minute
East
Minesweeper #18, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 16 degrees 52 minutes North, 108 degrees
38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 27, Monday, 1944: 157 people in Antwerp were killed by a V-2.
The 3,828-ton Norwegian transport MS Rigel, under German control and part of a southbound convoy, was
engaged north of Namos by Fleet Air Arm planes from the British carrier HMS Implacable. The ship was
transporting 2,721 of whom 2,248 were Russian soldiers who had surrendered and were on their way to a POW
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camp in Germany. 1,833 died. Of the Russian POWs, only 415 would be recovered.

Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions at Ormoc Bay, Leyte Philippine Islands (this firing would continue
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on November 28th).
Japanese Kamikazes attack and damage 1 battleship and 2 cruisers in Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands. Enemy
aircraft also strike airfields and aircraft on the ground at Saipan, Marianas Islands.
Organized enemy resistance on Peleliu, Palau Islands, ended.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarines Escolar (SS-294) and Shark (SS-314), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
Submarine chaser SC-744, by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte gulf area 10 degrees 44 minutes North,
125 degrees 7 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Battleship Colorado (BB-45), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
Light cruisers St. Louis (CL-49) and Montpelier (CL-57), by Japanese Kamikazes, 10 degrees
50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 28, Tuesday, 1944: Soviet troops captured Mohács, Hungary on the Danube near Yugoslavia.
An Albanian provisional government was established in Tirana.
The Belgian Chamber of Deputies gave Prime Minister Pierlot broad powers to deal with a wave of civil
unrest. Demonstrators objected to the disarming of resistance units.
The French government nationalized coal mines in the northern part of the nation.
The 71,890-ton battleship IJN Shinano had been converted into the world’s largest aircraft carrier and, with an
escort of 3 destroyers, set out into the Inland Sea of Japan to conduct sea trials. On board were its commander,
Captain Toshio Abe, and a crew of 2,514, plus about 300 shipyard workers and 40 civilian employees.Japanese
naval vessels sunk:
•

•

Submarine I-46, by destroyers Saufley (DD-465), Waller (DD-466), Pringle (DD-477), and
Renshaw (DD-499), Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 48 minutes North, 124 degrees
35 minutes East
Submarine I-365, by submarine Scabbardfish (SS-397), off Honshu, Japan, 34 degrees 44 minutes
North, 141 degrees 1 minute East
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•

Submarine chaser #53, by surface craft, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 59 minutes
North, 124 degrees 33 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 29, Wednesday, 1944: Soviet forces crossed the Danube River downstream from Budapest. They
also took Pecs in southern Hungary.
As German forces withdrew, Albanian partisans entered Shkodër.
The IJN Shinano, world’s largest aircraft carrier, and its escort of 3 destroyers were spotted on the Inland Sea
off Tokyo Bay by Joseph F. Enright’s USS Archer-Fish submarine, which sent out a fan of 6 torpedoes, 4 of
which struck the enormous carrier on its starboard side. The ship developed a list of over 20 degrees and went
dead in the water. The escort vessels came alongside to rescue as many as possible of the men. The carrier went
under at 10:55 hours. 1,435 died and there were 1,080 floaters: 55 officers, 993 ratings, and 32 civilians.249
(Captain Toshio Abe had gone down with his ship. In a ceremony on March 1945, at Pearl Harbor,
Joseph F. Enright, the skipper of the USS Archer-Fish, would receive the Navy Cross. Off San Diego in 1968
his sub would be used as a target for a new type of torpedo fired by the nuclear submarine USS Snook.
–These are, one supposes, the fortunes of war.)
United States naval vessels damaged by Japanese Kamikazes, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Battleship Maryland (BB-46), 10 degrees 41 minutes North, 125 degrees 23 minutes East
Destroyer Saufley (DD-465), 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East
Destroyer Aulick (DD-569), 10 degrees 35 minutes North, 125 degrees 40 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
249. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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•
•
•

Carrier Shinano, by submarine Archerfish (SS-311), south of Honshu, Japan, 32 degrees 0 minutes
North, 137 degrees 0 minutes East
Submarine chaser #45, by Army aircraft, Leyte Gulf area, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 25 minutes
North, 124 degrees 0 minutes East
Patrol boat #105, by surface craft, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 59 minutes North,
124 degrees 33 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 1944/January 1945: The 7,000-ton Japanese passenger ship Oryoku Maru was transporting 1,619
American POWs, mostly officers, to Japan. Marched through the streets of Manila from the Bilibid POW
Camp to Pier 7 for boarding, the prisoners were so crammed into the holds that there was standing room only.
Also on board this vessel were around 700 civilians, 100 crewmen, and 30 guards. Already overloaded, the
Oryoku Maru then took on about 1,000 Japanese seamen, the survivors of ships that had been sunk in Manila
harbor. In this condition the vessel was repeatedly attacked by US Navy carrier planes. The attacks continued
over a period of two days, and 286 US soldiers were killed. To keep from sinking, the Oryoku Maru ran itself
aground in Subic Bay in the Philippines.250
The surviving POWs swam ashore and were taken by truck and train to San Fernando and loaded on the
Enoura Maru and Brazil Maru. When the Enoura Maru reached the port of Takao on Taiwan, it was bombed
and approximately another 200 of the US POWs were killed. The surviving POWs would then all be loaded
aboard the Brazil Maru, which would sail for Japan on January 14, 1945. By their arrival at the port of Moji
in Japan a couple of weeks later, fewer than 500 of the original 1,619 would remain alive. Of these 500, 161
would succumb within the first month in Japan.
WORLD WAR II

250. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

HDT

WHAT?

NIPON

INDEX

JAPAN
December 2, Saturday, 1944: Krakauer Begrüssung by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time,
in Krakow (this piece of music was dedicated to the Nazi governor of Poland, Hans Frank).
4 destroyers bombarded enemy positions at Palompon and northern Ormoc Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands.
Another group of 3 destroyers (Commander J.C. Zahm) entered Ormoc Bay at night and was engaged by
Japanese aircraft, destroyers, and shore batteries; the action would continue during the 1st 2 hours of
December 3d.
The US submarine Gunnel (SS-253) landed supplies and evacuated Allied aviators from Palawan, Philippine
Islands
WORLD WAR II

December 2/3, 1944: During a US naval attack on Japanese shipping in Ormoc Bay, Leyte, the USS Cooper,
the USS Allen M. Sumner, and the USS Moale engaged with the destroyers IJN Kuwa and IJN Take. A torpedo
from the Take caused an explosion on the starboard side of the Cooper that broke the ship. It sank within
minutes and 191 died. 168 floaters were picked up by PBY Catalina flying boats.
WORLD WAR II
December 3, Sunday, 1944: Civil War erupted in Greece as British troops and Greek police opened fire on a
massive leftist demonstration in Athens, killing 28 and wounding 100. The job of dispersing the crowd was
completed with tanks. Among the injured was Mikis Theodorakis, who was struck by a British rifle butt. Of the
day he remembers, “It was the first time I had seen so much blood.”
The Soviet Union set up a provisional government for Hungary with Béla Dálnoki-Miklós as prime minister.
The Red Army took Miskolc, northeast of Hungary.
American forces crossed the Saar near Saarlautern.
The British Home Guards, formed in 1940 to deal with an expected German invasion, was disbanded.
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Following the gynormous explosion at the Port Chicago Naval Base, 50 black sailors of a racially segregated
stevedore group had gotten together and made some plans, and on this day they refused to load explosives onto
a Pacific-bound ship. They would face court-martial and be reduced to the lowest rank. 5 would be given 8
years in prison, 11 would be given 10 years, 24 would be given 12 years, and 10 would be given 15 years. The
public outcry would, however, be such that some months later all would be released — and this fun and games
of ammunition-loading would cease to be a “blacks only” affair.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessel sunk: destroyer Cooper (DD-695), by torpedo from undetermined source, Ormoc
Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 54 minutes North, 124 degrees 36 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Destroyer Allen M. Sumner (DD-691), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 54 minutes
North, 124 degrees 36 minutes East
Destroyer Moale (DD-693), by naval gunfire, 10 degrees 54 minutes North, 124 degrees
36 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Kuwa, by naval gunfire, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
124 degrees 35 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #64, by submarine Pipefish (SS-388), South China Sea, 18 degrees 36 minutes
North, 111 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 4, Monday, 1944: Civil War began in Greece as Athens was placed under martial law. A general
strike began. Thousands of mourners returning from funerals of those killed yesterday by police were fired on
in Athens by Organization X, a conservative group. A hundred people were killed or wounded.
Soviet troops crossed the Danube River at Vac, north of Budapest.
All German forces were pushed east of the Maas River by British troops.
2,000 tons of incendiaries were dropped on Heilbron. The firestorm killed 7,147.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Drayton (DD-366), by horizontal bomber, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 0 minutes North, 125 degrees 0 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyers Kishinami and Iwanami, by submarine Flasher (SS-249), South
China Sea, 13 degrees 12 minutes North, 116 degrees 37 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 5, Tuesday, 1944: British forces began to counter Greek communist attempts to take Athens.
They shelled communist positions near Piraeus.
Soviet troops captured Vukovar, Croatia and Szigetvar, Hungary, west of Pecs.
Canadian forces took Ravenna.
The US submarine Hake (SS-156) landed supplies on Panay, Philippine Islands.
United States Naval Base, Tinian, Marianas Islands, was established.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Destroyer Drayton (DD-366), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 10 minutes North, 125 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer Mugford (DD-389), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 15 minutes North, 125 degrees
20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 7, Thursday, 1944: Convention on International Civil Aviation.

READ SOME EXTRACTS
The Seven Lively Arts, a musical revue with music partly by Igor Stravinsky, opened on Broadway.
William Grant Still’s Poem for Orchestra was performed for the initial time, in Severance Hall, Cleveland.
Army troops were landed on the eastern shore of Ormoc Bay, on the west side of Leyte Island, Philippine
Islands following bombardment by destroyers and rocket-firing landing craft of naval task group (Rear
Admiral A.D. Struble) — that is to say, these forces were landed behind the Japanese forces on the island.
United States naval vessels sunk, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Destroyer Mahan (DD-364), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
124 degrees 30 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
High-speed transport Ward (APD-16), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 51 minutes
North. 124 degrees 33 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Destroyer Lamson (DD-367), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 28 minutes North, 124 degrees 41
minutes East
High-speed transport Liddle (APD-60), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 124
35 minutes East
LST737, by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 9 minutes North, 124 degrees 40 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #11, by Army aircraft, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 23
minutes North, 124 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 8, Friday, 1944: Pierre Boulez attended a class given by Olivier Messiaen at the home of Guy
Bernard-Delapierre in Paris.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded Japanese air strips and shore batteries
on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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December 10, Sunday, 1944: American forces captured Ormoc on Leyte Island.
British forces captured Indaw, Burma (Myanmar), north of Mandalay.
Uirapuru for chorus by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.
United States naval vessel lost: Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-313, by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 10 degrees 33 minutes North, 125 degrees 14 minutes East; beached and abandoned

United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Hughes (DD-410), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 15 minutes North, 125 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 11, Monday, 1944: Radio Moscow reported that the Finnish army has demobilized as part of the
terms of the armistice.
Off the coast of Limasawa Island, the destroyer USS Reid (DD-369) was escorting a supply convoy to Ormoc
Bay on the island of Leyte, Philippine Islands, 9 degrees 50 minutes North, 124 degrees 55 minutes East, when
it was sunk by a couple of Japanese Kamikazes. 104 died, not counting the two kamikazes. (On November 2,
1996 a commemorative ceremony would be held above the sunken vessel and the ashes of three of the
survivors, who had recently died, would be scattered on the waves.)

The US submarine Gar (SS-206) landed supplies on west coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Another United States naval vessel was sunk: Submarine chaser SG-1059, by grounding, near Bahama Islands
WORLD WAR II
December 12, Tuesday, 1944: Allied (Great Britain-India) forces begin a general offensive against the
Japanese in the Arakan Hills of Burma (Myanmar).
American troops captured Düren, southwest of Cologne.
Heitor Villa-Lobos arrived in New York by train from Los Angeles.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Caldwell (DD-605), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 30 minutes North, 124 degrees 42 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Uzuki, by surface craft, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 3 minutes North,
124 degrees 23 minutes East
Transport #159, by Marine and Army aircraft, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 20 minutes
North, 124 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 13, Wednesday, 1944: Greek communists attacked British installations in an around Athens but
were driven off.
Wassily Kandinsky died in Neuilly-sur-Seine at the age of 78.
On the Town, a musical by Leonard Bernstein to words of Comden, Green and the composer, was performed
for the initial time, at the Colonial Theater in Boston.
United States naval vessels damaged, Mindanao-Negros area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Light cruiser Nashville (CL-43), by Japanese Kamikaze, 8 degrees 57 minutes North, 123 degrees
28 minutes East
Destroyer Haraden (DD-585), by Japanese Kamikaze, 8 degrees 40 minutes North, 122 degrees
33 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk: Transports #11 and #104, by submarine Pintado (SS-387), South China Sea, 20
degrees 34 minutes North, 118 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 14, Thursday, 1944: On Palawan Island 150 American POWs were herded by the Japanese into an
air raid shelter. The Japanese doused them with gasoline and torched them. Those who managed to get out of
the air raid shelter were shot, stabbed, and clubbed to death as they emerged. Of the 150, 5 would survive.
Three of the Seven Stars’ Symphony op.132 for orchestra by Charles Koechlin was performed for the initial
time, in Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris, and was broadcast on French Radio — the three stars being thus
honored were Douglas Fairbanks, Clara Bow, and Charlie Chaplin.
The rank of Fleet Admiral was established in the United States Navy.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Philippine Islands area:
•
•

Transport #109, by carrier-based aircraft, 17 degrees 35 minutes North, 120 20 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #28, by submarine Blenny (SS-324), 15 degrees 46 minutes North,
119 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 15, Friday, 1944: American forces of the naval task group led by Rear Admiral A.D. Struble under
cover of the carrier-based aircraft of Vice Admiral J.S. McCain landed without opposition on the southwest
coast of Mindoro Island, south of Luzon in the Philippines.
American planes sank the Japanese freighter Oryoku Maru. Its cargo was 1,600 American, Dutch and British
POWs being transported from the Philippines to Japan. 200 of them were killed when the Japanese open fire
on men in the water.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill informed the House of Commons that he supported Soviet claims for Polish
territory east of the Curzon line.
A Command designated Naval Forces Germany (Admiral R. Ghormley) was established with headquarters at
Rosneath, Scotland.
United States naval vessels sunk, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands:
•

LST472 and LST738, damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees
5 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Escort carrier Marcus Island (CVE-77), by Kamikazes
Destroyers Paul Hamilton (DD-590) and Howorth (DD-592), by Kamikazes, 12 degrees 19
minutes North, 121 degrees 2 minutes East
PT-123, by Kamikaze, 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Momo, by submarine Hawkbill (SS-366), 16 degrees 0 minutes North, 117 degrees
39 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #54, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 25 minutes North, 121 degrees
25 minutes East
Transport #106, by carrier-based aircraft, 15 degrees 30 minutes North, 119 degrees 50 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

NIPON

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN
December 17, Sunday, 1944: Near Malmédy, the Waffen SS murdered 81 United States POWs. During the
Ardennes Offensive of the Germans, known to us as the “Battle of the Bulge,” a Combat Group of the 1st SS
Panzer Division led by SS Sturmbannfuhrer Major Joachim Peiper had encountered Battery B of the 285th
Field Artillery Observation Battalion of the US 7th Armored Division at a crossroads at Baugnes near the town
of Malmédy. Realizing the hopelessness of their situation, the American commander, Lieutenant Virgil Lary,
had surrendered his men to the advancing Germans. The prisoners of war were searched by the SS in a field
by the crossroads and the SS formation moved on, leaving two Mark IV tanks (identification numbers 731 and
732) as a prisoner guard. Somehow an order was given to open fire, and SS Private Georg Fleps of tank 731
shot Lieutenant Lary’s driver with his pistol. The tanks then opened fire with their machine guns. Although a
number of the GIs were able to run into the nearby woods and 43 of them would survive the war, 86 were
mowed down in that field. In consequence, US troops in the area would receive an order that, for the next week,
no SS soldier was to be allowed to live. (At the end of the war, Major Peiper and 73 other suspects who had
been arrested for various atrocities committed during the offensive would be brought to trial. The trial would
end, on July 16, 1946, with 43 of the 74 sentenced to death, 22 to life imprisonment, 2 to periods of 20 years
in prison, 1 to 15 years, and 5 to 10 years. Peiper and Fleps would be among those sentenced to death but, after
a series of reviews, their death sentences would be reduced to terms in prison. Joachim Peiper would be
released on December 22, 1956 and would settle in the small village of Traves in northern France in 1972 and
in 1976, on the eve of Bastille Day, would be murdered and his house burned down by a French communist
group. What remained of his body would be taken from the ashes of his home to the family grave in Schondorf,
near Landsberg in Bavaria. Most of the remains of the murdered GIs would eventually be shipped back to the
US for private burial, but 21 remain in the American Military Cemetery at Henri-Chappelle, north of Malmedy.
An American flag is now kept flying over a memorial at the Baugnes crossroads near where these killings had
taken place.)
United States naval vessel damaged: Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-84, by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro area,
Philippine Islands 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

The US Western Defense Command issued Public Proclamation No. 21, to the people within the states of
Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Washington, and to the Public generally, that
effective the 2d of January, persons of Japanese ancestry whom they deemed “either loyal or harmless” would
be allowed to return to the coastal areas of California, Oregon, and Washington.
Circus Overture for full orchestra by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh.
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December 18, Monday, 1944: A flight of 94 bombers of the XXth Bomber Command attacked Hankow,
China.
During one of the worst storms to hit the Pacific ocean, typhoon “Cobra,” which generated waves 70 feet high,
146 aircraft were washed overboard from various aircraft carriers of the Third Fleet. The American destroyers
USS Hull (DD-350), USS Monaghan (DD-354, and USS Spence (DD-512) went under east of the Philippine
Islands. These destroyers had been escorting the 3rd US Fleet Fueling Group and were on their way to join up
with Task Force 38 engaged in the invasion of Mindoro. What happened in all three cases was that water
poured down the funnels of the ships, causing them to turn over 60 degrees and finally capsize. More than 780
died: there were only 6 floaters from the Monaghan, 23 from the Spence, and 63 from the Hull. These 92 men
were picked from the waves after an extended period of floating, by the destroyers USS Tabberer, USS Dewey,
USS Swearer, and USS Gatling.United States naval vessels damaged by the typhoon east of the Philippine
Islands:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light carriers Cowpens (CVL-25), Monterey (CVL-26), Cabot (CVL-28), and San Jacinto (CVL30)
Escort carriers Altamaha (CVE-18), Nehenta Bay (CVE-74), Cape Esperance (CVE-88), and
Kwajalein (CVE-98)
Light cruiser Miami (CL-89)
Destroyers Dewey (DD-349), Aylwin (DD-355), Buchanan (DD-484), Dyson (DD-572), Hickox
(DD-673, Maddox (DD-731), and Benham (DD-796)
Destroyer escorts Melvin R. Nawman (DE-416), Tabberer (DE-418), and Waterman (DE-740)
Oiler Nantahala (AO-60)
Fleet tug Jicarilla (ATF-104)

It was Gerald Ford who saved one of the above vessels, and everyone aboard, by heroically suppressing
between-deck fires. I mean, this was the Gerald Ford who would one day become President of the United
States of America, the man with the dazed expression who seemed to trip over his own feet, whom we laughed
at by suggesting that maybe he had played college football for too long without a helmet.
One United States naval vessel was sunk by Japanese action:
•

PT-300, by Kamikaze, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees
5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 19, Tuesday, 1944: American forces were pushed out of Germany.
The SS executed 130 Belgian civilians near Stavelot.
Two extended compositions by Duke Ellington were performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall,
New York: Blutopia and Perfume Suite (co-written by Billy Strayhorn).
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Carrier Unryu, by submarine Redfish (SS-395), East China Sea, 28 degrees 59
minutes North, 124 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 20, Wednesday, 1944: Despite the worst winter in years, George Smith Patton, Jr. diverted his 3d
Army from eastward attacks, turning it 90 degrees to the north and assaulting the German army in the
Ardennes.
German forces surrounded two vital Belgian junctions, St. Vith, south of Malmédy and Bastogne on the border
with Luxembourg.
Organized Japanese resistance ended on Leyte, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST359, by submarine torpedo, eastern Atlantic area, 42 degrees 4 minutes
North, 19 degrees 8 minutes West
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Fogg (DE-57), by submarine torpedo, eastern Atlantic
area, 43 degrees 2 minutes North, 19 degrees 19 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Thursday, 1944: British troops used tanks and airplanes against Greek communists north of
Athens.
A Hungarian government was set up in Soviet-held parts of the country with an assembly and headed by
General Bela Miklos.
George Smith Patton, Jr. published his famous “Prayer Card” to all 250,000 men of 3d Army. God, we’ll be
so grateful if you help us kill people.251
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarines Albacore (SS-218) and Scamp (SS-277), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
LST460 and LST749, by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees
13 minutes North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East

United States naval vessel damaged:

251. Note: We’re not talking about a Nazi general here. This guy was a real 100% mom-and-apple-pie American, one of our own.
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Destroyer Foote (DD-511), by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees
5 minutes North, 121 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 22, Friday, 1944: Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. got captured during the Battle of the Bulge while a battalion
scout with the 106 Infantry Division.

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...

German troops took Houffalize and St. Vith while the Americans recapture Stavelot, Belgium. American
forces move north from Arlon to relieve the encircled defenders of Bastogne and reduce the Ardennes salient.
Inside the embattled town, the American commander replies to a German surrender demand with the message,
“Nuts.”
The anti-German government of Hungary was constituted at Debrecen under Prime Minister Béla Miklós de
Dálnok.
United States LST563 went aground at Clipperton Island. United States Destroyer Bryant (DD-665) was
damaged by Japanese Kamikaze in the vicinity of Mindoro, Philippine Islands at 12 degrees 0 minutes North,
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121 degrees 0 minutes East.

Torpedo Boat Chidori was sunk by US Submarine Tilefish (SS-307) off Honshu, at 34 degrees 33 minutes
North, 138 degrees 2 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 23, Saturday, night, 1944: German advances moved beyond Rochefort and Laroche, Belgium.
Fighting began between rival Greek guerrilla groups in the northwest of the country.
The US government banned horse racing effective January 3d, to save labor and materials.
Weather conditions in the Ardennes improved greatly. God was indeed on our side.
In the Philippines, at San Fernando, Pampanga, 15 American POWs too sick to perform any more work were
trucked to a small cemetery on the outskirts of the town. After a hole fifteen feet square was dug, the Japanese
guards took up positions around the hole and one by one, they were brought to the edge of the hole and obliged
to kneel to be bayoneted and decapitated. (Lieutenant Junsabura Toshino, the guard commander, would hang.)
WORLD WAR II
December 24, Sunday, Christmas Eve, 1944: Soviet troops reached the suburbs of Budapest.
The German offensive in the Ardennes ground to a halt. They had advanced to Dinant in the west, near Hotten
in the north and to St. Hubert in the south. In the 1st raid by jet bombers, the Germans attacked Liège and other
targets.
The Gestapo murdered 32 Belgians in Bandes.
American band leader Glenn Miller was reported missing over the English Channel.
Poet’s Christmas was broadcast as a feature over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service. It included first
performances of Michael Tippett’s motet for soprano and chorus The Weeping Babe to words of Edith Sitwell
and A Shepherd’s Carol by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden and also Britten’s Chorale after an Old French
Carol to words of Auden.
Friend John R. Kellam was arrested by the FBI and charged with violation of the 1940 Selective Service Act,
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to wit draft refusal.

On September 5th a unit of Belgian Maquis had attacked a German unit near the village of Banda, killing three
soldiers. A couple of days later, American troops had arrived in the area, and the Germans had retreated. At this
point during the German offensive in the Ardennes, the village of Banda was retaken, and a unit of the German
SD (Sicherheitsdienst) set about arresting all men in the village. They were questioned about the events of
September 5th and then lined up in front of the local cafe.

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.

One by one, some 20 men were led to the cellar door and shot in the neck, and their bodies kicked down the
cellar steps. When it came the turn of 21-year-old Leon Praile, he made a run for it and, with bullets ricocheting
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around him, managed to escape unscathed into the woods. The execution process then continued until the
remainder of the 34 men had been killed and their bodies shoved down into that basement. On January 10,
1945, when the village of Bande would be liberated by British troops, the massacre would be investigated.
A War Crimes Court would be set up in Belgium during December 1944. One member of the execution squad
would be identified as having been a German-speaking Swiss national by the name of Ernst Haldiman who
had joined the SS in France on November 15, 1942 and become a member of the #8 SS Commando for Special
Duties. This man Haldiman would be arrested in Switzerland after the war and would go to trial before a Swiss
Army Court. On April 28,1948, he would be sentenced to 20 years in prison. He would be released on parole
on June 27, 1960 — the only member of that SS Commando that has so far been brought to trial.
On this Christmas Eve, Captain Limbor’s 11,509-ton Belgian troopship SS Leopoldville was carrying US
soldiers across the English Channel to France, a trip it had already made 24 times. This trip it contained 2,235
men of the US 64th Infantry Regiment of the US 66th Infantry Division, which had left New York on
November 14th. These soldiers had orders to relieve the 94th Division at the “Battle of the Bulge.” When the
ship was about 5 miles from Cherbourg, however, Oberleutnant Gerhard Meyer’s U486 intercepted their plans
with a torpedo.

The exact number of deaths is not known due to the vessel’s hurried departure at 9AM from Pier 38 at
Southampton and due to the unorganized nature of the boarding procedures. No life jackets had been issued
and the water of the Channel was at 48 degrees. Most of the Leopoldville’s crew were blacks from the Belgian
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Congo and they managed to take off the lifeboats for themselves, leaving the troops on board to sink or swim.
The official story –and they’re sticking with it– is that 763 died. This ship’s skipper was the only officer lost.
The floaters who were still alive in the chilling water were rescued by the escort destroyer HMS Brilliant and
transferred to the St. Nazaire/Lorient area, but 493 of the corpses would never be found, and presumably stayed
inside the hull. (When U486 was struck by a torpedo from the British destroyer HMS Tapir on April 12, 1945
northwest of Bergen, its crew of 48 died. The wreck of the Leopoldville lies on its port side in 180 feet of water
in an area presently used for the testing of nuclear submarines, in a good state of preservation. The Allies
would cover up this sinking for half a century, families being informed merely that their men were “Killed in
Action,” but now Britain has declassified the files relating to the sinking. A memorial to the Leopoldville was
dedicated on November 7, 1997 at Sacrifice Field at Fort Benning GA.)252
American forces had been so severely depleted by casualties and prisoners during the “Battle of the Bulge”
that it had run low on white men as foot soldier replacements. Because of this, General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower began to recruit replacements from among the ranks of the negro labor battalions. These black
fighters were placed in special segregated 50-man “fifth platoons” led by white officers. There would be 52
such “fifth platoons” formed. The first such unit would reach the front lines on March 12, 1945, at Remagen.
All such Negro units would be disbanded at the end of the war, and none would be permitted to march in the
victory parades down the streets of American cities.

RACISM

Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded air strips and other enemy
installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands:
•

Transport #8, by naval gunfire, 25 degrees 10 minutes North, 141 degrees 0 minutes East

252. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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Transport #157, by naval gunfire, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

December 25, Monday, 1944: In Athens, Winston Churchill persuaded the Greek communists to join the
government of Regent Archbishop Damaskinos. A Soviet representative encouraged them to accept.
Trials of former government officials began in Bulgaria.
American forces attacked near Martelange in their drive toward Bastogne.
The initial batch of irradiated uranium was produced by a reactor at the atomic research center in Hanford,
Washington.
American forces landed and secured Palompon, the final port on Leyte Island in Japanese hands, and General
Douglas MacArthur announced that the Leyte campaign had entered the “mopping up” phase.
Naval Air Station, Samar, Philippine Islands was established.
WORLD WAR II

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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December 26, Tuesday, 1944: George Smith Patton, Jr. relieved the defenders of Bastogne. The German
offensive through the Ardennes had stalled. On or about this date, my friend Hans Theodore Zink, a US citizen
who had been inducted into the German army, searched out a contingent of US soldiers and surrendered. He
would finish out the war, and give up his adolescence, as the Geneva Protocols representative of a POW camp
in the desert of the American Southwest.

The Red Army completed its encirclement of Budapest.
The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra awarded a $1,000 bond to William Grant Still for his Festive Overture,
the winner of a contest for a jubilee overture to celebrate the orchestra’s 50th anniversary.
Japanese naval vessels bombarded United States positions on the coast of Mindoro, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Kiyoshimo, by naval vessels and Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area,
12 degrees 20 minutes North, 121 degrees 0 minutes East
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Apprentice Officer Hiroo Onoda was sent to the small tropical island of Lubang, which is approximately
seventy-five miles southwest of Manila in the Philippines. His orders were straightforward. He was to do
anything to hamper enemy attack on the island. This included destroying the Lubang airport and the pier at the
harbor. He was sent in alone, ordered not to die by his own hand, and was told to take as many years as was
needed to accomplish his mission. When he landed, he found a group of Japanese soldiers that had been sent
there previously. The officers in this group outranked Onoda and prevented him from carrying out his
assignment in a timely manner. This just made it all that much easier for the Americans to take control of the
island when they landed on February 28, 1945. Within a short period of time, all but four of the Japanese
soldiers had either died or surrendered. Onoda, having just been promoted to Lieutenant, ordered the men to
take to the hills. The war ended shortly thereafter, but the four surviving soldiers would not know of this for
quite some time.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II

December 27, Wednesday, 1944: British troops captured Celles, east of Dinant.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt seized the properties of Montgomery Ward because the company was
refusing to comply with a labor agreement. He needed to avoid a strike in a business essential to the war effort.
Soviet troops besieged Budapest.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded enemy installations on Iwo Jima in
the Volcano Islands.
Japanese aircraft bombed shore positions and auxiliary shipping at Mindoro in the Philippine Islands (these
attacks would be repeated on the 28th, 29th, and 31st of December).
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Transports #7 and #132, by naval gunfire, Iwo Jima 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees
20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 28, Thursday, 1944: The Provisional National Assembly of Hungary renounced all treaties with
Germany.
The last large scale V-1 attacked on Britain hit central and northern England.
On the Town, a musical by Leonard Bernstein to words of Comden and Green, was performed in New York
for the initial time, in the Adelphi Theater. It was a smash with the public. Critics were generally happy.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST750, damaged by Japanese aircraft torpedo, off Negros, Philippine
Islands, 9 degrees 1 minute North, 111 degrees 30 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
WORLD WAR II
December 29, Friday, 1944: Two Soviet officers sent under a white flag to parley for a surrender of Budapest
were killed by the Germans before they reached the German lines.
United States naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary Porcupine (IX-126), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro
area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 21 minutes North, 121 degrees 2 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged by Japanese Kamikazes, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Destroyer Pringle (DD-477), 12 degrees 18 minutes North, 121 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Gansevoort (DD-608), 12 degrees 21 minutes North, 121 degrees 2 minutes East
PT-boat tender Orestes (AGP-10), 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

1945
1945: The head of a US government commission urged “extermination of the Japanese in toto.”
WORLD WAR II
The Japanese military hatched a desperate last-minute plan to deliver bubonic plague and the cholera to the
United States mainland by submarine — a sort of “Hail Mary” pass, as it were — no more Mr. Nice Guy.

They blew up the headquarters of Unit 731 in an attempt to conceal evidence of its previous activities. As part
of this general attempt to cover up, Dr. Shiro Ishii ordered that the remaining 150 “logs” be disposed of.
General Douglas MacArthur, who would be cutting a sweetheart deal with this Japanese germ warfare activist,
was named to be the commander of the victorious Allied powers in Japan. Between 1945 and 1955, our federal
government would in its “Operation PAPERCLIP” be smuggling more than 700 Nazi weapons scientists into
the US — but of course we couldn’t smuggle any of these Japanese germ people into our nation because, due
to their race, they would have been very much too noticeable. The US State Department, Army intelligence,
and the CIA were all involved, offering immunity and secret identities in exchange for work on top secret
government projects inside the USA. In addition to providing the government with valuable technological
expertise, “Operation PAPERCLIP” would eventually be spawning some rather more notorious programs such
as “Operation ARTICHOKE” (interrogation techniques, torture) and “Operation MK-ULTRA” (mind
control). Eventually, Dr. Frank Olson, the Army biochemist expert in charge of the Special Operations
Division at Fort Detrick, with ties to Operation Paperclip, would fall out of a hotel window in New York City.
A German documentary would report that “The search for the circumstances surrounding the mysterious death
of Dr. Frank Olson begins in 1945, with the liberation of the concentration camp at Dachau, Germany.” In
1975, when the Rockefeller Commission unearthed information about CIA involvement in Dr. Olson’s fatal
plunge, we would settle with the Olson family by paying them $750,000 (the names of Donald Rumsfeld and
Dick Cheney came up during the investigation).
January 11, Thursday, 1945: A truce was signed between Greek communists and the combined British and
Greek right-wing forces, temporarily ending the Civil War. Communists forces move to Thessalia with
thousands of Greek citizens fearful of the conservative government.
The Japanese begin to strike at the American presence at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-14, by collision, Boston Harbor
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
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•
•
•
•

High-speed transport Belknap (APD-34), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 16 degrees 20
minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
LST270, by coastal defense gun, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
LST700, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 16 degrees 43 minutes North, 119 degrees
58 minutes East
LST918, by coastal defense gun, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 12, Friday, 1945: American planes attacked the Japanese naval base at Cam Ranh Bay, French
Indochina, sinking 40 ships.
Indian troops captured the bridgeheads over the Irrawaddy (Ayeyarwady) at Kyaukmyaung and Thabeikkyin,
north of Mandalay.
The Red Army began a major offensive from the Baltic to the Carpathians.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) operating in the South China Sea hit Japanese
shipping, airfields, and other shore installations in southeast French Indochina.
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer escorts Richard W. Suesens (DE-342) and Gilligan (DE-508), by Japanese Kamikaze
suicide planes, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Attack transport Zeilin (APA-3), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 15 degrees 23 minutes
North, 119 degrees 10 minutes East
LST700, by Kamikaze suicide plane, 14 degrees 4 minutes North, 119 degrees 25 minutes East
LST710 and LST778, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 15 degrees 0 minute North,
119 degrees 30 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk, by carrier-based aircraft, South China Sea:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Training cruiser Kashii, 13 degrees 50 minutes North, 109 degrees 20 minutes East
Frigate Chiburi, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 107 degrees 50 minutes East
Submarine chaser #31, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Submarine chaser #43, 11 degrees 53 minutes North, 109 degrees 8 minutes East
Minesweeper #101, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Transport #140, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 107 degrees 50 minutes East
Patrolboat #103, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Coast defense vessels #17 and #19, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 107 degrees 50 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #23, 14 degrees 15 minutes North, 109 degrees 10 minutes East
Coast defense vessels #35 and #43, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #51, 14 degrees 15 minutes North, 109 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 4, Sunday-11, Sunday, 1945: The Yalta Conference of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, and General Secretary Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Potsdam
would between the 4th and the 11th settle the postwar fate of Eastern Europe.

READ THE FULL TEXT

The racial legislation of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany was annulled (two down, one to go).
AMALGAMATION

Nazi concentration camps were inspected and the extent of holocaust became known to the general public.
The refugee situation in Europe was of course entirely chaotic.
The United Nations was founded. At an early point, there was some speculation that it might be appropriate
to situate this organization in Concord, Massachusetts (whether this consideration was ever fantasized by
anyone outside Concord, or was entirely contained within that local group of citizens, is unknown).
Ho Chi Minh used our Declaration of Independence as a model for his speech in which he declared Vietnam
to be free of French colonial rule. Refer to HO CHI MINH: A LIFE by William J. Duiker (NY: Hyperion, 2000).
Symphony in G by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh, the composer himself
conducting.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
February 6, 1945
Hi Dearest:
... I’m writing this at work (my second day) as it’s early (8:10)
and I have no work to do as yet. I was sort of tired yesterday
when 5 p.m. came (quitting time) although the work is very easy.
I’m doing stenographic work with the Bureau of National Affairs,
a publishing company headed by David Lawrence and affiliated
with the United States News....
Oh, I work from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. five days a week — no Saturday
work. Lunch is from 11:45 to 12:30 and I eat with Nelda [a close
friend] and some other girls at a canteen in a church nearby —
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where whites and Negroes eat together!! I believe the
denomination is Southern Presbyterian — it’s called Church of
the Pilgrims....
My girl friend, Ree, is going to have a baby in September — we
think our baby will come earlier, however. She asked me how I
felt and I told her fine except once in a while. She said she
felt fine once in a while.... I haven’t been to a doctor yet.
I’ll write first to the University of Chicago to see if they can
recommend a doctor here who believes in the principles of
natural childbirth....
One of the girls in the office here just now showed me a picture
of a boy friend of hers who is a conscientious objector working
in a mental hospital in Marion, Virginia. She says he is a swell
fellow, and she sticks up for him through the criticism she has
received for going out with him. People here have all been very
nice — no raised eyebrows. And I can work as long as I want
to....
I am wearing thy watch and think about thee every time I look
at it. I hope thee can find work to do there, cause thee’ll be
happier, but that’s up to thee and the authorities.
All my love, Thy Cary
Dresden, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki were destroyed in allied bomb raids using conventional and
unconventional technologies.253
WORLD WAR II

The Blood-Guilt254
So long having foreseen these convulsions, forecast the hemorrhagic
Fevers of civilization past prime striving to die, and having through verse, image and fable
For more than twenty years tried to condition the mind to this bloody climate:
— do you like it,
Justified prophet?
I would rather have died twenty years ago.
“Sad sons of the stormy fall,”
You said, “no escape; you have to inflict and endure ... and the world is like a flight of swans.”
I said, “No escape.”
You knew also that your own country,
though ocean-guarded, nothing to gain, by its destined fools
Would be lugged in.
I said, “No escape.”
If you had not been beaten beforehand,
hopelessly fatalist,
You might have spoken louder and perhaps been heard, and prevented something.
I? Have you never heard
253. The firestorming of Tokyo would produce 83,793 deaths. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki
under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would later aver that the citizens of Tokyo had been “scorched and boiled and
baked to death,” and speculate that if the USA had lost the war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as
war criminals on account of the fire-bombing of Tokyo.)
254. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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That who’d lead must not see?
you share the blood-guilt.

You saw it, you despaired of preventing it,
Yes.

— Robinson Jeffers

(During this year this poet, who was considered by his publisher Random House to be writing poems not
considered fit for publication, was being inducted into the American Academy of Arts & Letters. :- )

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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THE FINAL SOLUTION OF WWII
I recently received an email which asserted:
> The Japanese would have surrendered anyway but maybe not totally unconditionally.
> Secret talks between the OSS and Japanese were ongoing in Switzerland.
> If the Emperor’s safety had been guaranteed, a surrender was only a few months away.

I responded to this email by asserting that if we in the United States of America had not had the atomic bomb
available to us, for whatever reason, in the manner in which we did, to employ as the final solution to World
War II in the Pacific Theater, then we would most definitely have dropped germ bombs onto the Japanese home
islands. There is a straightforward reason why this was so. We had at the time a realpolitik need to establish
that it was the USA rather than the USSR which had defeated Japan. This was a realpolitik objective which
we needed to accomplish, of course, before Japan seized an opportunity to surrender unconditionally. We did
have quantities of such anthrax devices available, we now know, for we had been planning to drop them on
Germany before it managed to surrender unconditionally. We had failed in our plan to drop these devices upon
a select group of target cities in Germany, with our intent being to make large blotches of the German
landscape entirely unavailable for human habitation for the next 50 to 100 years. We had failed for two reasons,
reasons having nothing to do with human decency and having to do only with issues of timing: 1st, the
Overlord invasion of Europe had gone unexpectedly quickly, and, 2d, there had been extensive production
delays in our anthrax manufacturing facility in Vigo — due to what I will generously characterize as the
general incompetence of that facility’s Indiana Ku Klux Klan management.
The above calls for some background explanation. These germ bombs were being manufactured near
Terre Haute. Some of my relatives –relatives on the uncontaminated-by-Jewish-blood side of my family, I
might point out by way of emphasis– actually worked in this rural war plant. The manufacturing facility was
being run by the Indiana Klan on defense contract with the US government. The idea of doing this had been
suggested by an early advocate of germ warfare named Winston Churchill. The whole affair has, for your
amusement, been adequately explored in back issues of The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (q.v.).
Over and above that, there is no reason why the effective use of nuclear materials has required that they be
explodable in an atomic reaction. Due to their intense radioactivity, such materials can be rendered quite
adequately deadly in an exceedingly low-tech manner, that is, they can simply be pulverized and distributed
by means of some sort of conventional fire or explosion. Thus, even if our tower test of an atomic device at
Los Alamos had proved it to be a dud –even if our calculations had been entirely inaccurate and nuclear chainreaction practically an impossibility– we would still have gotten ourselves a new weapon of mass death,
available for use on the Japanese home islands, arising merely out of our mining and concentration of such
poisonously radioactive materials.
It is said, it may be in humor, that in every war they kill you a new way. Why did we chose to scorch and blow
apart Japanese noncombatants, civilian women and children, with this high-tech chancy new atomic device,
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rather than exterminate them low-tech with these available radioactive poisons? The answer is, we had
precedent for scorching them and blowing them apart, as that was a mere magnification of the action of the
smaller-scale conventional incendiary and explosive devices we had already been dropping. An A-bomb could
be construed as amounting simply to an intensification of our existing, conventional techniques for doing
harm by means of the blast effect. Blast is conventional. By way of contrast, to have exterminated these same
noncombatants, civilian women and children, through the small-blast release of dirty radioactive aerosol
poisons, would have needed to be construed as an excursion into a new and unprecedented territory of death,
and might therefore have been more constructible by world opinion as a indefensibly novel new aggression.
In sum, we’re such nice people that we took pity on these Japanese civilians and killed them merely in what
could be made to seem to be the more conventional manner!
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January 1945: After a night in the Cleveland jail, and after awaiting trial for awhile in the damp, dark Toledo
jail,255 draft refuser John R. Kellam prepared for his big day in court. He was to have been represented by local
attorney Arthur Kline, but this lawyer had counseled his client in advance that, for reasons of personal
advancement, no local attorney would be able to represent a draft evader in any proper and vigorous manner
before the court. Due to the political climate, this would be too dangerous for the defense attorney. Therefore
John was obliged to represent himself, without benefit of in-court counsel and representation.256 He was tried
before Judge Klobe, was convicted, was sentenced to the maximum five years, plus a fine of a thousand dollars
(the judge’s opinion was that this was the most egregious case he had ever heard), and was packed off to a
minimum-security prison in Milan, Michigan, where the warden, Mr. Lemuel F. Fox, was also the chairperson
of the prison draft board:

WORLD WAR II
The last draft board that ever considered me reclassified me
correctly in 4-E, as a conscientious objector — at last! I never
met any of them, but they were the three top officers in the
Milan, Michigan, minimum security prison that I went to first
from Toledo, just north of Detroit, maybe fifty or sixty miles
north of Toledo.
I wasn’t willing to do war work in their shop and their jobs
were all geared to the war effort and any inmate was
interchangeable at the will of the administration of the prison
from one job to another. Even if I were only a janitor, or was
in the kitchen, I’d be replacing someone who was in the shops
to do war work. They tried to find some kind of work that I might

255. While an inmate in the Toledo jail awaiting trial for draft refusal, John met an man with brain damage due to the grand mal
seizures of his epilepsy: “Nobody was spending a dime more for electrical energy than they could get away with. The food was
horrible and everything was as bad as you would expect in the middle ages. People visiting couldn’t even see the inmates through
all the dark screening and hardware cloths and dense black, that old screening with tiny holes in those screens — I don’t think a flea
could have gotten through there. I got up early one morning and I heard a fellow grumbling and moaning and I thought the fellow
was sick or something. So before I could inquire, at the risk of waking up other inmates, I heard him say, ‘How come some folks
neva goes to jail and others allus lands in jail? That’s me.’
Then there was a silent period and a deep sigh and I heard the same voice saying, ‘If I would of knew what I know now I wouldn’t
of did what I done.’
Well, I wondered how he had gotten himself into jail. It didn’t seem as if he had enough intellect to pull off any caper that was clever.
So I visited him later in the day and we got to talking. I said, ‘Everybody in here is different and in for a completely different kind
of a thing.’
I told him what I was in there for.
‘Oh, geez,’ he said, ‘that’s tough.’
He recognized that I was in there for trying to be good. He said,
‘I’m not very smart. I thought I could make some dollar bills and pass ‘em off. I never had a good job but this might get me a few
bucks.’
So he was counterfeiting currency but he didn’t have plates that were worth anything and I don’t know what kind of pictures he was
drawing to try to make them look like dollar bills, but it was, I gathered, a very crude job of counterfeiting. He didn’t have any real
plates to print from, they didn’t have very good machines in those days, but then I didn’t see any of his work! But he never got
started more than a few days before he’d get grabbed. And it had happened repeatedly.
‘I’ve been spending half my life in places like this. I don’t even get started before they grab me.’
Apparently he just wasn’t smart enough to get by with any quantity at all before he’d get caught.”
256. A study of this period in our history should begin with Sibley, Mulford Q. and Philip E. Jacob, CONSCRIPTION OF CONSCIENCE:
THE AMERICAN STATE AND THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR, 1940-1947 (Ithaca NY: Cornell UP, 1952).
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find acceptable and maybe even interesting — something that
wouldn’t appear to be connected too closely to the war effort
that
all
prison
shops
were
engaged
in.
But
this
interchangeability of inmates meant that I was in an
organization where everyone possible was supposed to be in war
work and whatever I did, somebody else wouldn’t be needed for
because I was doing it. So it just became quite obvious to me
that I could not accept any kind of occupational duty in that
institution or in any prison, for that matter. If I could do war
work, I might as well do it in the army! I was there because I
wouldn’t! Ha-ha-ha! Well, and they couldn’t get me out of there
to go into Civilian Public Service for the same reason, that I
would feel wrongfully engaged in any CPS camp run by churches,
by government or anybody at all as part of the whole war system.
I didn’t belong in the war system in any capacity whatsoever.
Any job considered essential during that time would be helping
to kill people.
Lee Stern was a very tender soul, and he and I had some very
nice conversations. While we were talking one time, a big
cockroach came across the floor and I stepped over there and
raised my foot. Lee Stern said, “Oh, please!”
I put my foot down and looked at him and I said, “Well, what do
you think we should do with this cockroach? In view of their
spreading disease like crazy —”
His answer was, “Well, we could play with him.”
He didn’t want any living thing to be destroyed. I had never
given a second thought to it. But he had an extremely
thoroughgoing respect for every kind of life....
Dr. Henry Hitt Crane was a minister in Detroit, Michigan. He had
heard there were a bunch of COs at Milan. He had a great big
church and he was well known as a powerful minister. He decided
one time that he’d go and see what COs they had in that prison
at Milan — it wasn’t too far from Detroit — and see what he could
do to be of service to those inmates. Also he’d see how the
officers in charge were doing about COs. So he wrote to the
bureau of prisons saying that he was going to drive over to
Milan, Michigan, and talk to all the COs they had there. A slow
letter came a week or two later that if you desire to visit the
prison, you first have to make application on the required forms
and we will consult the bureau’s head office in Washington to
see if you would be allowed to do this. Well, he fired back a
letter saying that he was not to be told by them what he could
and could not do.
“I’m telling you that I’m going to do it on that date. Please
be ready.”
He said that he would want to meet with all of the COs there,
assembled together in whatever conference room would be
available. He gave the time of his expected arrival. Well,
whatever flurry of correspondence there was within the bureau
of prisons, he was told that they would be ready for him to come.
They gave him the red carpet treatment. They set up a conference
room and they gave him a list of the COs that they had and with
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a few exceptions he could have them all come.... I was in that
conference and Dr. Crane learned a lot about all the COs, what
their various statuses were and where their families were. He
got a lot of addresses and he wrote letters to families who were
close enough to visit and others who were not close enough to
visit. He was very friendly and serviceable. As for Corbett
Bishop, he had to go up to Corbett’s hospital cell where he was
being force-fed through the tube. Corbett later told me about
this Dr. Crane. It was just before Corbett went into not
functioning to take care of his own output. But he was just about
ready to do that. Dr. Crane asked him how soon this was likely
to happen. Well, Corbett said it might be a few hours, it might
be a few days, he didn’t know yet.
“Whenever the spirit leads me I’m going to follow the spirit,”
said Corbett. Then he lapsed into his Alabama accent and he said,
“As a matter of fact, my back teeth are floating right now!”

Well, before long Corbett and I were in close proximity,
separated by just maybe one vacant cell between, and I got kind
of acquainted with him after I’d been taken down to that hospital
during a fast. Locked in cells, we never did get to see each
other’s faces.
I could not reach a shower, so I was taken by wheelchair to the
one near a ward room, and set on a chair within the curtain.
After I got soaked, the water turned suddenly scalding hot as
someone turned the cold valve shut. I heard my voice ring out
once before my feet lifted to the wall and propelled me and the
curtain out backward to the open tiled floor. One or more inmates
were being yelled at by a supervisor. I got towelled dry, and
was not put into the shower stall again. A practical joke,
probably.257
I got into the fast shortly after a prison censor had taken
offense at some of the things I wrote to my wife who was still
living in Toledo before moving to Washington DC, back home to
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live with her mother some more. After Roosevelt died I wrote to
Carol saying a number of things I had respected him for as he
did whatever he could to get this country out of the awful
depression. I didn’t know yet that he had made things a lot worse
deliberately during Hoover’s lame duck days, after the election
and before the March 4th inauguration. It wasn’t January 20th
then. It was March 4th and that was a pretty long time in which
Roosevelt and his banking friends did some maneuvers that got
the country into worse condition so that this charging knight
in armor could come in and save the whole country from the
“Hoover depression.” What he did was to adopt a lot of the

policies that Hoover had tried to get Congress to help with, but
they wouldn’t do it for him. But they did it right away for
Roosevelt. Anyway, Roosevelt used ruses in getting this country
into the shooting war by plotting with Churchill, since before
Churchill was prime minister, using the heads of state code both
ways; he gave that privilege to Churchill when he shouldn’t
have. And he was figuring out how best to induce Japan to attack
us in some outpost or other, like Guam or the Philippines or
some other island base, not dreaming that Japan could come as
far as past Midway and all the way down to Honolulu with the big
attack.
Well, there was a code clerk in the London embassy under John
F. Kennedy’s father, Ambassador Joseph Patrick Kennedy. This
code clerk, Tyler Kent, felt resentful of the perfidious nature
of these communications between Roosevelt and Churchill about
how to get Japan to mount some kind of an attack on us. They
figured out how to do it together, by building up the US trade
with Japan over a year and a half of time so that Japan would
have about 90% of all its foreign trade with us, the United
States. And that would balance an unusually large proportion,
around 10%, of all our foreign trade. Previously, Japan had much
257. The last time I saw Corbett Bishop was in Washington. He came to the FCNL office in order to tell me that he was out and he
wasn’t likely to have any more trouble from Selective Service because they had washed their hands of him and he was too old for
them to be interested in him anymore. They’d harassed him enough so they were satisfied. Cat and mouse harassment. And climbing
around on his shoulders was a great big raccoon. He was on a chain leash and was thoroughly domesticated and was interested in
meeting other people, anybody that Corbett was willing to have him meet was fine with him! Ha-ha-ha! It was wonderful getting
acquainted with an animal that was different than I’d ever known before. Later on, oh maybe five or so years after that meeting,
I learned that Corbett Bishop was dead. Some kind of a quarrel had happened and somebody down in Alabama had been offended
by somebody else and in the melee Corbett was mortally injured.
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less of its foreign trade with us. A necessary balance of
currency could be maintained. We could get Japan heavily
dependent on us, without our becoming too heavily involved with
Japan. Then, all of that trade could be shut off suddenly, like
turning a faucet quickly enough to cause a water hammer in the
pipes. Japan’s economy could receive a very serious jolt,
insulting them for their tripartite link with Germany and Italy,
bringing up revengeful reactions. Hopefully, this would provoke
them to retaliate by some military attack, probably on a minor
outpost of the US in the western Pacific. Then, with public
approval, Congress could be persuaded to declare war on Japan,
and in short order FDR expected a quick victory to take Japan
out of the “axis powers.” But, more immediately, our declaration
would obligate Germany and Italy to declare war on us which is
exactly what Roosevelt and Churchill wanted. Until that
happened, any US declaration against Germany would be too hard
to win from Congress. We couldn’t do more than be a mere supplier
of weapons and war materials in convoys to Britain. And at the
same time Roosevelt was assuring the parents of young Americans
that they would not be sent to fight in foreign wars, “except
in case of attack.” Tyler Kent was incensed at this secret
deception in direct violation of the American public’s strong
desire to stay out of war. A powerful determination arose in
him, by hindsight somewhat recklessly, to see if he could “blow
the whistle” on Franklin Roosevelt.
Tyler arranged that, on his annual stateside furlough, he would
be seeing the chairman, Tom Connolly, of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Senate. They were the leaders for setting
foreign policy for the United States which the State Department,
under the president, would be implementing. That’s the way
things were in those days. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee did have that power to design our foreign policies.
So this young coding clerk thought this was the most perfidious
thing he could imagine happening, worse than anything he’d ever
heard of. He resented having to translate through the codes
machine, the messages both ways between these two leaders. He
could easily understand that Churchill was loyally defending his
own homeland from Hitler’s forces by every possible means, fair
or foul, as his proper duty. But FDR was deceiving all America
against this nation’s determination to stay isolated from direct
military action far away from the Western Hemisphere and our
homeland. Therefore, Tyler considered one of these leaders
corrupt and infuriating. He assumed, mistakenly, that Connolly
would not have been informed about Roosevelt’s crooked deal with
Churchill.
So, Connolly blew the whistle back at Tyler Kent. He told
Roosevelt about it. Roosevelt told Churchill that he wanted Kent
arrested and tried in secret by a British tribunal and sent away
long enough so that the war would probably be over before he
ever saw daylight again outside that prison. So he was secretly
tried and sentenced to prison on the Isle of Wight for seven
years. He did about five years of his sentence. Tyler’s mother,
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Mrs. Anne H.P. Kent, noticed that the publicity about it was
squelched in the American press almost as soon as it began in
June 1940, and was distraught and wanted to get her son out of
that British prison and brought over to this side because, as
an embassy employee, he was supposed to have immunity under
British law. If he did anything that violated British law, he
was supposed to be brought over here and tried in our courts for
it. After all, we were buddies with Britain! But she wanted him
tried in open court so that his reasons for doing what he did,
even without statutory protection for whistleblowers, could be
exposed. He had a conscientious reason for doing what he was
doing. Well, Roosevelt and Churchill weren’t going to allow
FLORIDA AVENUE
that. She came, Tyler Kent’s mother, to the
(Quaker) Meetinghouse to a specially called meeting sometime in
1942, to see if there was anybody there —she’d been meeting with
various church groups all around the Washington area— anybody
there who might have an idea on how she could get her son tried
as he should have been under American law in open court. This
is supposed to be a democracy and she thought it could be a
democracy even in wartime. Of course what she didn’t realize was
that it wasn’t one. The people are supposed to believe that they
are still in one, but as a practical matter, when the chips are
down, there isn’t any such thing in America. It’s a
conversational democracy. That’s about all it can be during the
war effort.
We got the whole story of how Mrs. Kent’s son had gotten into
this terrible trouble and how he had been betrayed and how
Roosevelt had been so perfidious, plotting to get us into war
and at the same time assuring every American parent that he
wasn’t going to send their sons into any foreign war, “except
in case of attack.” He gave himself that little out, while he
was arranging for us to be attacked. He was calculating how to
get Japan to do it. Well, when foreign trade with Japan between
July 1941 and September 1941 went from a bustling trade to a
tiny trickle within just two months, that threw the Japanese
empire’s whole financial system into such a chaos that they
suddenly had only about 10% of their world trade left and they
had a war in China to feed with it. So they felt that we had
been pretty sneaky. Japanese concepts of revenge were strong.
So they outdid themselves by sinking so many of our ships at
Pearl Harbor. They had phenomenal luck, and the Americans not
dreaming that anything like that could be done by Japan, didn’t
defend. They didn’t really keep track, although there was some
important information from decoded Japanese messages that
Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Lieutenant General Walter Short
were
sacrificed
for
not
using.
Naturally,
they
were
underinformed about those intercepted messages indicating the
preparations for the attack.
The FBI had a perfectly easy job to get me convicted. They didn’t
have to lift a finger outside of the truth. I’d signed the whole
statement acknowledging what I’d refused to do when they’d
offered me the oath of induction into the army and they knew
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before that, it was on the record on file. My whole Selective
Service file was full of it. I knew exactly who and what I was
and they’d even interviewed a whole lot of people about me and
found out that it was all hanging together. So, my having
admitted exactly what I did and setting things straight in
context in an order of time, they didn’t have to lie in court,
under oath to the judge in order to win their case. It wasn’t
their case anyway. Selective Service was insulted by my behavior
in refusing.

So, I began to wonder seriously about the FBI. Judge Klobe had
an animus. He had one week earlier been bawled out in his own
courtroom, before he could stop the guy, by a Jehovah’s Witness
person who didn’t claim to be conscientiously opposed to all
war. Let the war of Armageddon come around and he would have
been the best warrior in the world! But he was a minister of the
Gospel and therefore, by law, he claimed to be exempt from the
draft. But all of Jehovah’s Witnesses are ministers, even their
kids. So the government wasn’t having any of what sounded like
nonsense. Anyway Judge Klobe was still smarting from that
incident. He didn’t let me open my mouth for one word. When he
and his prosecutors had scared out my attorney who was all
prepared to defend me as well as possible in court — the
attorney, by the way, was the chairman of the Toledo City
Planning Commission, and he liked my work! — I was getting nicely
settled in the job, assistant city planning engineer. He thought
that my work was fine. They were very dismayed when the draft
caught up with me and sent me to Cleveland and I had to refuse.
I’d given them as much warning of it as I could.
Arthur Kline was his name, the attorney who was there to defend
me. But through the court system, the federal court system
there, they said that if he tried to defend this draft dodger,
they’d see to it that he got mighty few bits of lawyering to do
in Toledo anymore. And he knew they could do it so he called me
to let me know that he had his law practice to defend. So I went
to my boss, the city planning engineer, the head of the staff,
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and I told him what Arthur Kline had said.
“Well,” he said, “Arthur has been a close friend of mine for all
the years I’ve been in this job, maybe a dozen years, and I think
he should keep on being the man of principle I always thought
he was. Don’t you let him off the hook! He doesn’t have an
ethical right to abandon you just because he’s been threatened
by some monsters in prosecution uniforms.”
So he wanted his very good friend to be held to his duty for me.
But I didn’t feel all right about that. I was very appreciative
of Arthur Kline’s willingness to defend me. He was one of the
better known lawyers in town. When I couldn’t have him and I had
no way of finding anybody else, I didn’t want to hang him with
all that kind of responsibility that had been ripped away from
him really by some ruthless people who were in a position to
know better about ethics and law.
I had two very long fasting periods. One was after communication
had been cut off and no more mail could go between me and Carol
unless I agreed to write about only what the prison authorities
would approve of. I was force-fed for some time, just as Corbett
Bishop was. The gunk that they poured into us was extremely
constipating. So there were some trials involved in that. He was
either released or transferred out of there so I didn’t see him
anymore. Then I was ultimately transferred to Lewisburg because

Milan didn’t want to monkey with me anymore. Ha-ha! I was a
pretty strange egg in Milan. They considered me a bad influence
because the whole population knew that there was a guy who wasn’t
working and he’s not eating, that they’re force feeding him, and
that kind of thing gets mentioned all over the place because
there were inmate orderlies even in that section of Milan. So
they thought as long as I was there, I wasn’t a very good
influence on the population that had all kinds of speculations
about me and about the officials’ frustration over me. For a
while, I was getting some scuttlebutt out of inmates saying that
I was likely to be sent to Leavenworth or to some extreme medical
center near there in the midwest, from which I might never emerge
alive. Those were the inmate rumors. Of course inmate rumors are
sometimes on the button and sometimes very wild mythology. I had
to accept all of it with that kind of a grain of salt.
I mentioned a chess player, a former Navy petty officer. There
was another chess player I found who was very interesting.
I think his name was Gruber, or perhaps Grober. He was a man
from New York City, I forget what borough he came from, but I
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think he got into federal prison for tax evasion. There were a
number of people who were white collar criminals and sometimes
they claimed, maybe correctly, that their accountants had gotten
them into such trouble. Sometimes they hired crooked accountants
so they could take those chances and lost. Well, Mr. Gruber had
another problem and that’s why I met him in the hospital at
Lewisburg. He had multiple sclerosis. He was in a wheelchair but
he sometimes walked very uncertainly on a couple of canes. They
didn’t have the elbow canes yet in those days so he was in danger
of falling on the hard terrazzo floors. He usually stayed in his
wheelchair whenever he had to go more than just a very few steps.
He played chess with others. He was an intellectual who failed
to get a real education. He only had business training for
whatever business he had been in. It might have been wholesaling
of some sort. I can’t remember any thing more specific than that.
He thought he’d gotten multiple sclerosis from somebody, a woman
that he had had an affair with —the one and only time, he said,
that he had ever cheated on his wife— and he found out later
that that woman had MS and hadn’t told him or maybe didn’t know
it but anyway he got it. After a few years of its incubation it
hit him so he was going to be downhill sooner or later. It might
in some cases take three or four years and in some cases it might
be ten or fifteen years. So he certainly rued the day when he
did a little cheating on the side.
I have from my files a letter that I wrote to Carol two months
after I arrived in Milan, Michigan. “My Dearest Cary, This
handwriting will be a bit worse than my usual because of having
sprained my right thumb catching a softball on the roof
yesterday afternoon. Perhaps I’ll be able to make this legible
holding the pencil between two fingers and going slowly.” Then
this next letter looks quite a bit different, because I had
broken the end phalange of the thumb of my right hand, catching
a ball up on the roof of the cellblock during recreation.
I reached up to get the ball and it somehow hit the end of my
thumb and bent it backward. So it wasn’t just a sprain. The end
bone was broken, and so I had to have my thumb put way back as
far as it would go so that the bone fragments would be together
and then cast in there. So with my hand in that kind of a cast,
I couldn’t write, so I had to write with my left hand. I did
that for six weeks. After the six weeks when my hand could come
out of its shell, my thumb was still very straight and I could
not bend it very much and I couldn’t even hold a pen for a while.
I tried to write another letter with my left hand and it
wouldn’t! It seemed to have a will of its own, as if saying,
Well, now you’ve got the right thumb out of its cast and you’ll
have to go back to it because I’m tired! Ha-ha! So even though
it was a great strain at first, I had to write the next letter
with my right hand, even though it was so stiff and unhandy! But
Carol wrote to me on a typewriter. She was doing stenographic
work in the office of the U.S. News and World Report magazine
in Washington while I was in Milan and Lewisburg.
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Ironically, after the Japanese surrender had been accepted in Tokyo Bay it would be revealed that during this
same month, there was a possibility that Japan might have surrendered even before the A-bomb, a prospect
that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had simply been disdaining to follow up on. The following would
allegedly be published on August 19, 1945 in the Chicago Tribune and the Washington DC Times Herald, on
page 1:
BARE PEACE BID
U.S. REBUFFED
7 MONTHS AGO
------------------------------------------------BY WALTER TROHAN
Chicago Tribune Press Service
Washington, D.C. Aug. 19 - [1945]
Release of censorship restrictions in the United States makes
it possible to announce that Japan’s first peace bid was relayed
to the White House seven months ago.
Two days before the late President Roosevelt left for the Yalta
conference with Prime Minister Churchill and Dictator Stalin,
he received a Japanese offer identical with the terms
subsequently concluded by his successor, President Truman.
The Jap offer, based on five separate peace overtures was
relayed to the White House by Gen. MacArthur in a 40-page
communication. The American commander, who had just returned
triumphantly to Bataan, urged negotiations on the basis of the
Jap overtures.
All Acting for the Emperor
Two of the five Jap overtures were made thru American channels
and three thru British channels. All came from responsible
Japanese, acting for Emperor Hirohito.
President Roosevelt dismissed the general’s communication,
which was studded with solemn references to Deity, after a
casual reading with the remark, “MacArthur is our greatest
general and our poorest politician.”
The MacArthur report was not taken to Yalta. It was preserved
in the files of the high command, however, and subsequently
became the basis of the Truman-Attlee Potsdam declaration
calling for surrender of Japan.
News Kept Secret
This Jap peace bid was known to THE TRIBUNE soon after the
MacArthur communication reached here. It was not published,
however, because of THE TRIBUNE’S established policy of complete
cooperation with the voluntary censorship code.
Now that peace has been concluded on the basis of the terms
MacArthur reported, high administration officials prepared to
meet expected congressional demands for explanation of the
delay. It was considered certain that charges would be hurled
from various quarters of congress that the delay cost thousands
of American lives and casualties, particularly in such costly
offensives as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
It was explained in high official circles that the bid relayed
by MacArthur did not constitute an official offer in the same
sense as the final offer, which was presented thru Japanese
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diplomatic channels in Bern and Stockholm for relay to the to
the for major allied powers.
War Lords Feared
No negotiations were begun on the basis of this bid, it was said,
because it was feared that if any were undertaken the Jap war
lords, who were presumed to be ignorant of the feelers, would
visit swift punishment on those making the offer.
It was held possible that the war lords might assassinate the
emperor. Officials said Mr. Roosevelt felt that the Japs were
not ripe for peace, except for a small group, who were powerless
to cope with the war lords, and that peace could not come until
the Japs had suffered more.
The offer, as relayed by MacArthur, contemplated surrender of
everything but the person of the emperor. Japanese quarters
making the offer suggested that the emperor become a puppet in
the hands of American forces.
Full Surrender Offered
Jap proposals in the MacArthur communication contemplated:
1. Full surrender of Jap forces on sea, in the air, at home, on
island possessions, and in occupied countries.
2. Surrender of all arms and munitions.
3. Occupation of the Jap homeland and island possessions by
allied troops under American direction.
4. Jap relinquishment of Manchuria, Korea and Formosa, as well
as all territory seized during the war.
5. Regulation of Jap industry to halt present and future
production of implements of war.
6. Turning over of Japanese the United States might designate
war criminals.
7. Release of all prisoners of war and internees in Japan proper
and in areas under Japanese control.
Meanwhile Mrs. John R. Kellam would return to Washington DC to live with her mother, work — and wait
out her pregnancy with her husband an imprisoned felon. She would work as a secretary for the United States
News until about a month before their daughter Susan would be born on August 30, 1945.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN
SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.
IN A BOOK THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT HISTORY, ISSUED BY
RANDOM HOUSE IN 2016, I FIND THE PHRASE “LOOKED UPON FROM
THE BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF HISTORY, ....” ONLY A MERE STORYTELLER,
NEVER A HISTORIAN, COULD HAVE PENNED SUCH A PHRASE —
Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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BECAUSE NO BIRD HAS EVER FLOWN OVER HISTORY.

January 1, Monday, 1945: Army troops were landed by naval task unit on Fais Island, Caroline Islands,
to capture and destroy a Japanese radio station.
Submarine Stingray (SS-186) landed supplies at Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
After a harrowing night through which he was watched over by his girlfriend, Iannis Xenakis was captured by
the British and taken to the central hospital in Athens — where he would eventually undergo 3 operations to
reconstruct his face.
1,000 German planes attacked all forward Allied air groups, both inflicting and suffering heavy losses.
The Provisional government of General de Gaulle ordered the nationalization of Renault.
A Polish government under prime minister Edward Osóbka-Morawski was constituted in Lublin.
Pierre Boulez moved from the Rue Oudinot to accommodations in the Rue Beautreillis where he would live
until 1959 (he paid a coal-seller to move all his belongings by hand cart).
January 2, Tuesday, 1945: United States naval vessel damaged: Oiler Cowanesque (AO-79), by Japanese
Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 8 degrees 56 minutes North, 122 degrees 49 minutes
East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #138, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees
37 minutes North, 120 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 3, Wednesday, 1945: Field Marshall Montgomery belatedly kicked off a British attack against the
“Ardennes bulge.”
British forces captured Ye-u, Burma northwest of Mandalay.
Greek regent Archbishop Damaskinos formed a government with General Nikolaos Plastiras as prime
minister.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain), commence 2-day strike on Japanese shipping
and aircraft in the Ryukyu Islands and off Formosa.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Escort carrier Sargent Bay (CVE-83) and destroyer escort Robert F. Keller (DE-419), by collision,
Philippine Islands area.
Minelayer Monadnock (CM-9), by collision, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 22 minutes
North, 121 degrees 1 minute East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #10, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 4
minutes North, 123 degrees 37 minutes East
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United States naval vessel sunk: Escort carrier Ommaney Bay (CVE-79), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze
suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 25 minutes North, 121 degrees 19 minutes East; sunk
by United States forces
WORLD WAR II

January 4, Thursday, 1945: Three of the Four Excursions op.20 for piano (I, II, IV) by Samuel Barber were
performed for the initial time, at the Philadelphia Academy of Music.
Allied troops completed their conquest of Leyte.
British forces occupied Akyab, Burma (Sittwe, Myanmar) northwest of Rangoon (Yangon).
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Ball (DD-587), by collision, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 25 minutes North,
121 degrees 19 minutes East
Oiler Pecos (AO-65), by horizontal bomber, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 19 minutes
North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #210, by aircraft, Formosa Strait
WORLD WAR II

January 5, Friday, 1945: British forces captured Shwebo, Burma northwest of Mandalay.
The USSR recognized the Lublin committee as the legitimate government of Poland.
Greek communist forces evacuated Athens in the face of British reinforcements.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombards, and Army aircraft bombed enemy
shipping and installations on Chichi Jima and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. McCrea) bombarded Japanese installations at Suribachi
Wan, Paramushiro, in the Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Manila Bay (CVE-61), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 14 degrees 50 minutes North, 119 degrees 10 minutes East
Escort carrier Savo Island (CVE-78), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 15 degrees 50 minutes North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 15 degrees 0 minute North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Helm (DD-388), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15
degrees 0 minute North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
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•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer David W. Taylor (DD-551), by mine, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees 4 minutes North,
142 degrees 6 minutes East
Destroyer escort Edwin A. Howard (DE-346), by collision with destroyer escort Leland E. Thomas
(DE-420), Philippine Islands area, 9 degrees 48 minutes North, 127 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer escort Stafford (DE-411), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 14 degrees 0 N, 120 degrees 0 minute East
Seaplane tender (small) Orca (AVP-49), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 15 degrees 36 minutes North, 119 degrees 20 minutes East
Ocean tug Apache (ATF-67), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
15 degrees 53 minutes North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

January 6, Saturday, 1945: With the withdrawal of Greek leftist forces, Athens became quiet.
An S.S. attack on Bastogne was repulsed by American defenders.
Francis Poulenc and Benjamin Britten were soloists in Poulenc’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra in
Royal Albert Hall, London, on the eve of his 46th birthday. It was the first time the two had met and it was the
beginning of a fruitful relationship.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) commenced a 1-day attack on Japanese
aircraft and airfield facilities in Luzon area, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

High-speed minesweeper Hovey (DMS-11), by aircraft torpedo, Luzon area, 16 degrees 20 minutes
North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Long (DMS-12), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands
area, 16 degrees 12 minutes North, 120 degrees 11 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Battleships New Mexico (BB-40) and California (BB-44), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide planes,
Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

•

Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 17 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Minneapolis (CA-36), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Light cruiser Columbia (CL-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

•
•
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Newcomb (DD-586), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United
States naval gunfire, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10
minutes East
Destroyer Richard P. Leary (DD-664), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyers Allen M. Sumner (DD-691) and Walke (DD-723), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer O’Brien (DD-725), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
16 degrees 23 minutes North, 120 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer Lowry (DD-770), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 11 minutes North, 126 degrees 16 minutes East
High-speed transport Brooks (APD-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

Still at Auschwitz, Anne Frank’s mother Edith Holländer Frank died of starvation.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
January 7, Sunday, 1945: Auschwitz was no longer a functioning concentration camp. Of all the Frank family
members in the “secret annex” in Amsterdam, Otto Frank alone there survived.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
Battleship, cruiser, and destroyer force (Vice Admiral J.B. Oldendorf) and aircraft from escort carrier group
(Rear Admiral C.T. Durgin) opened a 2-day bombardment and bombing of a beach area in Lingayen Gulf,
Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: High-speed minesweeper Palmer (DMS-5), by horizontal bomber, Luzon
area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Attack transport Callaway (APA-35), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 17 degrees 0 minute North, 120 degrees 0 minute East
LST912, by Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North,
120 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 8, Monday, 1945: British troops forced Greek leftists out of Thebes and took control of the town.
Turkey broke diplomatic relations with Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged:
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•

Escort carrier Kitkun Bay (CVE-71), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 15 degrees 48 minutes North, 119 degrees 9 minutes East
Escort carrier Kadashan Bay (CVE-76), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 15 degrees 10 minutes North, 119 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 9, Tuesday, 1945: British forces began an offensive against the Japanese in Burma (Myanmar).
Experiences I for two pianos by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at the Hunter College Playhouse,
New York.
Long Live Louis and Sidney Homer for chorus by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Winter
Park, Florida.
US Army forces landed on Luzon in the Lingayen Gulf area, north of Manila, under cover of naval gunfire and
carrier-based aircraft. (This had been where the Japanese had invaded the island 4 years earlier.) General
Douglas MacArthur was in overall command of the operation. Vice Admiral T.C. Kinkaid commanded the
naval forces, and Lieutenant General W. Krueger was the ground force commander. In support of the landings,
aircraft fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed Japanese airfields and shipping in the
Formosa, Ryukyus, and Pescadores Islands areas. There was little Japanese opposition and they went on to
occupy Lingayen.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Mississippi (BB-41), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area, 16
degrees 8 minutes North, 120 degrees 18 minutes East
Battleship Colorado (BB-45), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Philippine Islands area,
16 degrees 8 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Light cruiser Columbia (CL-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area, 16
degrees 8 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer escort Hodges (DE-231), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area,
16 degrees 22 minutes North, 120 degrees 12 minutes East
Transport Warhawk (AP-168), by Japanese suicide boat, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20
minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Oiler Guadalupe (A0-32), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 20 degrees 6 minutes North,
121 degrees 34 minutes East
LST925 and LST1028, by depth charges, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes North,
120 degrees 10 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Formosa area:
•
•
•

Submarine chaser #61, by carrier-based aircraft, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees
4 minutes East
Submarine chaser #90, by carrier-based aircraft, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees
0 minute East
Coast defense vessel #3, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 10 minutes North, 121 degrees
45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 10, Wednesday, 1945: Allied troops captured Gangaw, Burma, west of Mandalay.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Wicker (DD-578), by horizontal bomber, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 4 minutes
North, 118 degrees 55 minutes East
Destroyer escort Leray Wilson (DE-414), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area,
16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed transport Clemson (APD-31), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees
20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Attack transport Dupage (APA-41), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees
17 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
Attack transport Latimer (APA-152), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes
North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
LST507, by collision, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees
10 minutes East
LST610, by suicide boat, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees
10 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #45, by submarine Puffer (SS-268), off the Ryukyu Islands,
20 degrees 1 minute North, 126 degrees 34 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 13, Saturday, 1945: The Red Army offensive sends German troops in Poland reeling to the west in
disarray.
Symphony no.5 op.100 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in Moscow, under the baton of
the composer. This was Prokofiev’s last performing appearance. The performance was delayed when large
guns were fired in tribute to the Red Army offensive in Poland.
United States naval vessel damaged, Philippine Islands area: Escort carrier Salamaua (CVE-96), by Japanese
Kamikaze suicide plane, 17 degrees 9 minutes North, 119 degrees 21 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

January 14, Sunday, 1945: Soviet troops captured Lucenec, Czechoslovakia, east of Bratislava.
A cease-fire was agreed to between the British and Greek communists.
An orchestral suite from the ballet Fancy Free by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in
Pittsburgh, conducted by the composer.
United States naval vessel lost: PT-73, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 50 minutes North,
120 degrees 10 minutes East; beached and abandoned.
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Yurishima, by submarine Cobia (SS-145), off Sumatra, 5 degrees
51 minutes North, 103 degrees 16 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 15, Monday, 1945: Soviet forces took Kielce, Poland, south of Warsaw.
The Gestapo execute 79 Poles in Krakow.
The Bulgarian Orthodox Church ends its schism with the Patriarch of Constantinople.
Greek communist resistance to the British occupation of Athens ends. Some fighters surrender, others took to
the mountains.
Führer Adolf Hitler returns by train from his headquarters at Bad Nauheim to the Reich Chancellery, Berlin.
The first civilian Channel boat-train since May, 1940 departs London. Aboard were Francis Poulenc and Pierre
Bernac.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attacked Japanese shipping and aircraft in the
Taiwan and China coast areas.
United States naval vessel damaged: Escort carrier Hoggatt Bay (CVE-75), by accidental explosion, Philippine
Islands area, 17 degrees 1 minute North, 119 degrees 20 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk, by carrier-based aircraft, Formosa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Hatakaze, 22 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
Old destroyer Tsuga, 23 degrees 33 minutes North, 119 degrees 33 minutes East
Transport #14, 11 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
January 16, Tuesday, 1945: Chinese troops captured Namkham, Burma, northeast of Mandalay.
Elements of the Red Army entered Warsaw.
Northern and southern Allied forces meet in Houffalize, Belgium, cutting off 20,000 Germans and effectively
eliminating the “Bulge.” The US 1st and 3rd Armies linked up again after a month-long separation.

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...

Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) strike enemy shipping and installations at
Hong Kong, Hainan (Japan), and along the China coast.
submarine sunk: U-248, by destroyer escorts Otter (DE-210), Hubbard (DE-211), Hayter (DE-212), and
Varian (DE-798), North Atlantic, 47 degrees 43 minutes North, 26 degrees 37 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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January 17, Wednesday, 1945: Soviet troops captured Warsaw. Raoul Wallenberg was taken into custody by
the Soviets and would not be heard of again.
ANTISEMITISM
Germans executed 320 Poles at Mlawa.
The last 41 Jewish slaves at Chelmo were shot by the S.S. One survived the execution gravely wounded.
Another stabbed an S.S. guard and escaped into the woods.
ANTISEMITISM
The Red Army liberated 94,000 Jews left in the two ghettos of Pest.
After he saved as many as 100,000 people from the Nazi death camps, Swedish architect Raoul Wallenberg
was arrested by Soviet troops in Hungary. He would die in a Hungarian prison in 1947.
American troops captured Diekirch, Luxembourg.
A dike on the Mosna River in Peru breaks, inundating the town of Chavin and killing about 1,500 people.

The “Death March” from Auschwitz began. Dr. Josef Mengele fled Auschwitz. He would take temporary
refuge at the Gross-Rosen camp but leave there before it was taken by the Russian army on February 11, 1945.
Spotted at Mauthausen, he would be held as a prisoner of war in a camp near München, Germany. There he
would obtain the identification papers of a fellow prisoner, Dr. Fritz Ulmann. For reasons of personal vanity
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Mengele had not allowed his blood type to be tattooed beneath his arm, and because of this the Americans did
not realize that he had been a member of the SS. After release he would remain on George Fischer’s farm for
three years and then move on, employing aliases such as Fritz Ulmann, Fritz Hollmann, Helmut Gregor,
G. Helmuth, Jose Mengele, Ludwig Gregor, and Wolfgang Gerhard.
WORLD WAR II

US aircraft destroyed 92 Japanese aircraft at Shanghai.
US Escort Carrier Nehenta Bay (CVE-74) was damaged in a storm in the vicinity of the Philippine Islands,
at 17 degrees 41 minutes North, 117 degrees 33 minutes East. Japanese Transport #15 was sunk by US
Submarine Tautog (SS-199) off Kyushu, Japan, at 31 degrees 9 minutes North, 130 degrees 29 minutes
East.258
WORLD WAR II
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January 18, Thursday, 1945: Edward Osóbka-Morawski, president of the Lublin committee, and his Sovietbacked government moved from Lublin to Warsaw.
The remaining 62,000 defenders of Budapest surrendered to the Soviets.
The last 60,000 remaining inmates of Auschwitz, Birkenau, Monowitz and workers in area factories were
ordered evacuated west. Some were taken by rail, some in massed death marches in freezing temperatures for
hundreds of kilometers. 7,600 too sick to travel remained.
Ivan the Terrible, a film with music by Sergei Prokofiev, was shown for the initial time.
Two Japanese raiding parties landed on Peleliu, Palau Islands, in an unsuccessful attempt to damage aircraft
on the ground and destroy ammunition.
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippines Islands area:
•
•
•

LST219, by grounding, 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 22 minutes East
LST710, by collision, 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 22 minutes East
LST752, by collision, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-47, by destroyer escort Fleming (DE-32), central Pacific area, 12 degrees 8
minutes North, 154 degrees 27 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 20, Saturday, 1945: Senator Harry S Truman was sworn in as Vice-President at the White House.
Would you and Bess and Margaret like to maybe see the Lincoln Bedroom before you trot yourselves over to
the Naval Observatory?
Chinese forces captured Mu-se, Burma, northeast of Mandalay.
Soviet troops achieve a breakthrough in East Prussia, capturing Tilsit (Sovetsk, Russia). They also took
Bardejov, Presov and Kosice in eastern Czechoslovakia.
The Hungarian provisional government concludes an armistice with the USSR, the United Kingdom and the
United States, in Moscow.
German forces in the west were now pushed back to a line roughly equal to that which they held at the
beginning of the Ardennes offensive. 40,600 people were killed in the Battle of the Bulge. 75,000 Germans
were taken prisoner.
Overture for orchestra by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Prague, conducted by the composer.

258. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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Hungary surrendered to the Allies. Armistice Agreement with Hungary.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The first 235Uranium was separated at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
ATOM BOMB
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed supplies on south coast of Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
Naval Technical Mission in Europe (Commodore H.A. Schade) was established with headquarters in Paris,
France.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attack enemy shipping and airfields in
Formosa, and Pescadores Islands, and Sakashima Gunto and Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. Japanese aircraft
make concerted counterattacks on the task force ships.
United States naval vessels damaged, Formosa-Ryukyu Islands area:
•
•
•
•

Carrier Ticonderoga (CV-14), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 22 degrees 40 minutes North,
122 degrees 57 minutes East
Carrier Hancock (CV-19), by accidental explosion, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 122 degrees
30 minutes East
Light carrier Langley (CVL-27), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 22 degrees 40 minutes North,
122 degrees 51 minutes East
Destroyer Maddox (DD-731), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 23 degrees 6 minutes North, 122 degrees
43 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transport #101, by carrier-based aircraft, Formosa area, 22 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees
15 minutes East
Transport #102, by carrier-based aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 11 degrees 3 minutes North,
123 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 21, Sunday, 1945: Japan instituted drastic manpower mobilization powers. Henceforth, all citizens
might be conscripted for labor at any time.
American forces took Tarlac, Luzon, north of Manila.
British and Indian troops landed on Ramree Island, Burma, northeast of Rangoon (Yangon).
Indian forces captured Monywa, west of Mandalay.
Soviet troops captured Gumbinnen, East Prussia (Gusev, Russia).
The Germans evacuated Tannenberg (Nidzica, Poland), bringing the remains of Paul Hindenburg and his wife
back to Berlin.
American troops captured Wiltz, Luxembourg.
A Book of Music for two prepared pianos by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at the New School
for Social Research in New York.
The 27,000-ton aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga was hit by a Japanese suicide plane while patrolling the
waters off Taiwan. Although the ship was not sunk, 144 died and about 200 were injured. (This event would
kept secret for some reason for 6 months.)
WORLD WAR II

January 22, Monday, 1945: British forces took Tilin, Burma, west of Mandalay.
Soviet troops captured Insterburg (Chernyakhovsk, Russia), Allenstein (Olsztyn, Poland) and Deutsch Eylau
(Ilawa, Poland), East Prussia.
A review of the previous night’s concert of music by John Cage by Virgil Thomson appeared in the New York
Herald Tribune. Thomson was effusive in his praise, calling Cage a genius. “His work represents...not only the
most advanced methods now in use anywhere, but original expression of the very highest poetic quality.”
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) struck Japanese shipping, airfields, and other
installations in the Ryukyu Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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January 23, Tuesday, 1945: Indian forces captured Myinmu, Burma, west of Mandalay.
The Japanese prison camp near Capas, Philippines was liberated. Over 4,000 veterans of the Bataan Death
March of 1942 had been housed there.
Allied forces captured St. Vith, Belgium.
Submarine Barb (SS-220) entered Namkwan harbor, China and made a torpedo attack on Japanese auxiliary
shipping.
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) delivered supplies to east coast of Mindanao, Philippine Islands.Japanese
submarine sunk: Submarine I-48, by destroyer escorts Corbesier (DE-438), Conklin (DE-439), and Raby (DE698), off Yap Island, Caroline Islands, 9 degrees 45 minutes North, 138 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 24, Wednesday, 1945: American troops captured Calapan virtually ending Japanese resistance on
Mindoro Island in the Philippines. They also took Cabanatuan, north of Manila.
British planes destroy the Japanese oil refineries at Palembang.
A battleship, cruiser, and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) bombarded Japanese positions on
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Naval land-based aircraft from the Philippine Islands bombed Japanese shipping at Keelung, Formosa.
United States naval vessel sunk: Salvage vessel Extractor (ARS-15), accidentally by United States submarine,
Philippine Sea, 15 degrees 44 minutes North, 133 degrees 29 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Landing ship dock Shadwell (LSD-15), by aircraft torpedo, Philippine
Islands area, 9 degrees 1 minute North, 123 degrees 45 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Shigure, by submarine Blackfin (SS-322), Gulf of Siam, 6 degrees 0
minute North, 103 degrees 48 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 25,Thursday, 1945: German troops almost cut off in East Prussia began evacuating.
The S.S. began evacuating the Stuthof death camp in a severe winter storm, killing 12,000 immediately and
sending 51,000 more on a death march.
The S.S. shot 350 Jews in the sick room at Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Fluoride was added to a city water supply for the initial time, in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Four Choral Patterns from The New Yorker (later renamed The Choral New Yorker), for solo voices, chorus
and piano by Irving Fine, to words of four different poets, was performed for the initial time, in Sanders
Theater of Harvard University.
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play The Tempest by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in
the Alvin Theater, New York.
WORLD WAR II
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January 26/27, 1945: Soviet troops arrived at Auschwitz.

GERMANY
The Japanese army retreated to the China coast.
In France, 2d Lieutenant Audie Murphy was behaving bravely, or stupidly. On a useful occasion he would be
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awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery, or stupidity:

CITATION: 2d Lt. Murphy commanded Company B, which was attacked by 6 tanks and
waves of infantry. 2d Lt. Murphy ordered his men to withdraw to prepared positions in a
woods, while he remained forward at his command post and continued to give fire
directions to the artillery by telephone.
Behind him, to his right, 1 of our tank destroyers received a direct hit and began to burn.
Its crew withdrew to the woods. 2d Lt. Murphy continued to direct artillery fire which
killed large numbers of the advancing enemy infantry.
With the enemy tanks abreast of his position, 2d Lt. Murphy climbed on the burning tank
destroyer, which was in danger of blowing up at any moment, and employed its .50 caliber
machine gun against the enemy. He was alone and exposed to German fire from 3 sides,
but his deadly fire killed dozens of Germans and caused their infantry attack to waver. The
enemy tanks, losing infantry support, began to fall back.
For an hour the Germans tried every available weapon to eliminate 2d Lt. Murphy, but he
continued to hold his position and wiped out a squad which was trying to creep up
unnoticed on his right flank. Germans reached as close as 10 yards, only to be mowed
down by his fire. He received a leg wound, but ignored it and continued the single-handed
fight until his ammunition was exhausted. He then made his way to his company, refused
medical attention, and organized the company in a counterattack which forced the
Germans to withdraw. His directing of artillery fire wiped out many of the enemy; he
killed or wounded about 50.
2d Lt. Murphy’s indomitable courage and his refusal to give an inch of ground saved his
company from possible encirclement and destruction, and enabled it to hold the woods
which had been the enemy’s objective.

He would go on to become a Hollywood movie star (“Bad Boy,” “To Hell and Back,” etc.) and songwriter
(“Shutters and Boards,” “When the Wind Blows in Chicago,” etc.), and gamble and substance-abuse his way
through any number of fortunes.
WORLD WAR II
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January 26, Friday, 1945: British and Indian troops landed on the Chedube Islands, Burma. They also took
Myohaung, northeast of Akyab (Sittwe). Indians took Pauk, southwest of Mandalay.
Soviet troops reached the Baltic north of Elbing (Elblag) completely cutting off East Prussia.
The last 5 gas chambers and crematoria were blown up at Auschwitz, as German S.S. guards abandoned the
camp.
A 5-man National Supreme Council took power in Hungary.
Elegy for viola or violin by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time, in the Coolidge Auditorium,
Library of Congress, Washington.
WORLD WAR II
January 28, Sunday, 1945: American troops landed at San Antonio, north of Subic Bay, Luzon.
Soviet troops captured Katowice, west of Krakow and Leszno, south of Posen.
Heitor Villa-Lobos appeared in a concert of his music at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York presented
by the New York League of Composers.
The Burma Road was reopened.
Carrier Antietam (CV-36), was commissioned at Philadelphia.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-338, by grounding, off Luzon, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 6 minutes
North, 121 degrees 23 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Kume, by submarine Spadefish (SS-411), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees 56
minutes North, 123 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 29, Monday, 1945: Vice President Harry S Truman attended the funeral of Thomas J. Pendergast in
Kansas City, Missouri.
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

Lieutenant Commander M. Johnson’s Liberty Ship USS Serpens had been launched on April 5, 1943 and after
its first 17 months of service in the Pacific region, its holds had been converted for the storage of munitions.
While loading depth charges at its berth in Linga Roads, Guadalcanal, there was some sort of unfortunate
mistake made. Afterward only the bow of the ship was to be found at the scene. The captain and 7 other Coast
Guard men had been away at the time. When they attempted a personnel count, only a couple more members
of the Coast Guard could be found, and 196 crewmembers and 57 stevedores had gone missing, were utterly
unaccounted for, and presumably were in heaven.
Army forces were landed near San Antonio, northwest of Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands by naval attack
group (Rear Admiral A.D. Struble).
King Petar II of Yugoslavia announced he was withdrawing his opposition to a regency for the country, to
facilitate an agreement between his government in London and Marshall Tito.
Adagio pour orgue op.201 by Charles Koechlin was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
United States Cargo Ship Serpens (AK-97) sank after an explosion near Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
•
•

Transport Cavalier (APA-37), by submarine torpedo, 14 degrees 48 minutes North, 119 degrees
18 minutes East
Repair ship Amycus (ARL-2), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120
degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 30, Tuesday, 1945: US Army troops were landed on Grande Island, Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine
Islands. As MacArthur had promised the Japanese, he had returned.
American forces captured Olongapo, northwest of Manila.
American and Philippine troops raid the Cabanatuan POW camp on Luzon, killing 225 Japanese guards and
freeing 531 prisoners.
Drago Marosic replaced Ivan Subasic as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-in-exile.
American forces began an offensive against the Siegfried Line.
The 25,484-ton German luxury cruise liner Wilhelm Gustloff had been built to carry 1,465 passengers and a
crew of 400. Converted into a 500-bed hospital ship, it had set out from the Bay of Danzig enroute to the port
of Stettin jammed with 4,658 fleeing persons including 918 naval officers and men, 373 German Women
Naval Auxiliaries, 162 wounded soldiers of whom 73 were stretcher cases, and 173 crew, all trying to escape
the attentions of the advancing Red Army, and then as the ship had set out, before it could clear the harbor
many more of these desperate fugitives had come alongside in small boats and gotten aboard uncounted. Just
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before midnight, as the ship moved through the icy waters of the Baltic near the Danish island of Bornholm,
Alexander Marinesko’s S-13 (it was a submarine of German design!) expended three torpedoes on this tin tub
jammed with human meat.

The 1st hit the bow, the 2nd hit below the empty swimming pool on E-deck where the Women Auxiliaries were
berthed killing most of them, and the 3rd hit amidships. There was a whole lot of running through the corridors
as the ship listed and sank in about 90 minutes. 964 floaters were taken to various places, such as the island of
Ruegen where the Danish hospital ship Prince Olaf was in Sassnitz harbor, but many of this 964 who were
picked up would not be able to survive. Under the circumstances we have no idea how many died, but we’ve
reached a tabulation of 10,582 people who must have been on board without any real reason to close the books
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and stop counting, so it is rather likely that more than 7,000 died.
WORLD WAR II
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January 31, Wednesday, 1945: By order of General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower, Private Edward Donald
“Eddie” Slovik, having been hidden away by a French girlfriend, was put before a firing squad at Ste. Marieaux-Mines. He was the 1st American so executed since the Civil War and the only one in World War II.

FINAL EXECUTIONS
August 15, 1941

Corporal Josef Jakobs

German spy executed by firing squad at the Tower
of London

January 31, 1945

Private Edward Donald
“Eddie” Slovik

General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower ordered
his execution by firing squad for desertion during
World War II by his own unit, the 28th Infantry
Division, in a small town in northeast France

May 9, 1947

Edward Gertson and Philip
Bellino

last to be electrocuted in Massachusetts

Soviet tanks crossed the River Oder, the last natural barrier to Berlin.
US Army troops were landed at Masugbu, southwest of the entrance to Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands
by naval attack group (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler) with support by carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral
W.D. Sample). A United States naval vessel was sunk by a Japanese suicide boat in the vicinity of the
Philippine Islands: Submarine chaser PC-1119, at 14 degrees 5 minutes North, 120 degrees 30 minutes East.
Meanwhile, a Japanese destroyer was sunk by US Army aircraft off Formosa: Destroyer Ume, at 22 degrees
30 minutes North, 120 degrees 0 minute East.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for refusing to kill:
Dearest:
I’ve received two swell letters from thee, but have been so busy
and consequently so tired, this is the first chance I’ve had to
write thee. I didn’t know what the rules were, anyway. Thee says
thee is permitted to write two letters each week. I think thee
can write three. At least, it says in item 13, “Instructions to
be followed in corresponding with prisoners.” “13.7. Inmates are
permitted to send 3 letters per week, and to receive a total of
7. Letters in excess of 7 in any week will be returned to the
writer.” Let me know how many I should write to thee each week.
And when thee needs more money....
Gee, Johnny, the Calverts have been so swell. I don’t know how
to thank them. Money would be an insult, although I thought of
sending $5 to the Toledo Friends Group. Should I? The Calverts
took me in, and fed me, helped me pack, and took me to the
station. They’re wonderful Friends. How does thee suggest
I thank them?....
I received the box from the prison.... Thy shoes and coat are
being repaired. The suit is being cleaned and pressed, and I
think I shall give it to the Friends. It’s not worth keeping for
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thee, especially when less fortunate people can make good use
of it. I gave a good many of thy old clothes to the Friends group
in Toledo. Mrs. Calvert said they could cut up the old pants and
make little skirts and pants from them.
I miss thee terribly, my dearest. All my love to thee. I feel
fine except a little bit sickish now and then.
Carol Z. Kellam

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE JANUARY 31ST, 1945 AT ALL
ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY,
TOMORROW, IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY
AT BEST).

February 1, Thursday, 1945: Soviet troops occupied Torun, northwest of Warsaw. With the Red Army only a
few kilometers away, Berlin was declared a fortress city.
In Bulgaria, 2 former members of the Council of Regents, 3 former prime ministers, 22 former ministers, and
11 royal advisors were sentenced to death for treason and war crimes. By the time the trials would end during
March, more than 2,000 people would have been executed, and 9,000 imprisoned.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

PT-77, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 55 minutes
North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East; beached and abandoned
PT-79, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 55 minutes
North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Japan

Transport #115, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 20 degrees 0 minute North, 121 degrees
0 minute East

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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•

Submarine RO-115, by destroyers Jenkins (DD-447), O’Bannon (DD-450), and BELL (DD-587),
and destroyer escort Ulvert M. Moore (DE-442), Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 20 minutes
North, 119 degrees 20 minutes East

WORLD WAR II
February 2, Saturday, 1945: At the Palais de Chaillot, Paris, Olivier Messiaen improvises at the organ. His
improvisations were recorded for use as incidental music for Fabre’s play Tristan et Yseult.
Ecuador declared war on Germany.
Trier was captured by the Allies.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #144, by submarine Bergall (SS-321), off Malay Peninsula,
4 degrees 32 minutes North, 104 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
February 5, Monday, 1945: The Red Army crossed the Oder at Brieg (Brzeg) southeast of Breslau (Wroclaw).
Ecuador declared war on Japan.
WORLD WAR II
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February 7, Wednesday, 1945: The Red Army crosses the Oder at Fürstenberg, south of Frankfurt-an-derOder.
Allied forces captured Schmidt, west of Bonn.
Paraguay declared war on Germany and Japan.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-55, by destroyer escort Thomason (DE-203), Philippine Islands area, 15 degrees
27 minutes North, 119 degrees 25 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #53, by submarine Bergall (SS-320), South China Sea, 12 degrees 4 minutes
North, 109 degrees 22 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 8 Thursday, 1945: Canadian forces launched an offensive south from Nijmegen.
German radio broadcast an order for all farmers to immediately turn over all stocks of wheat, barley, and rye,
at the expense of livestock.
Heitor Villa-Lobos conducted the New York Philharmonic in New York, in a performance of his Chôros nos.8
& 9.

February 9, Friday, 1945: Japanese soldiers in Manila took 20 Philippine girls and would rape them
repeatedly over the following 3 days. Some would escape during an American air raid.
Indian troops completed their captured of Ramree Island, Burma.
American and French forces completed their operation to push the Germans back across the Upper Rhine.
The US submarine Batfish (SS-310) sank Japanese submarine I-41 in the Philippine Islands area, 18 degrees
50 minutes North, 121 degrees 40 minutes East; this was the 1st of three submarines that would be sunk in 4
days by the Batfish. (See 11 and 12 February 1945.)
WORLD WAR II
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February 11, Sunday, 1945: There was an unexpected criticality nuclear reaction at the Los Alamos Scientific
Laboratory. The material went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, which is the next stage after criticality
in the generation of a bomb-like nuclear detonation. This was the 1st time in the history of the US’s nuclear
program that such a supremely dangerous Chernobyl-like event had occurred in the laboratory.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

(To date there have been a couple of dozen such incidents. Not to worry, we are told — a full A-bomb nuclear
weapon-like blast is a real engineering success story and very difficult to create, and therefore it is really really
unlikely that any such prompt-criticality incident can produce a full A-bomb nuclear weapon-like blast without
our really having intended for that to happen. Just about the worst thing that might happen in a promptcriticality situation is that the nuclear material in question goes off like a dirty bomb — except that at the
Fukushima Daiichi site there are some 2,000 tons of nuclear material in the 6 reactor cores and 7 cooling pools,
within a few thousands of yards of one another.)

CLOSE CALLS
June 23, 1942

There was a steam explosion and fire in an atomic pile at Leipzig shortly after Werner
Heisenberg and Robert Döpel had used it to generate Nazi Germany’s 1st signals of
neutron propagation. While checking their device for a possible heavy-water leak, air
got in and the device’s uranium powder ignited. This caused the water jacket to boil
and generated enough steam pressure to blow the pile apart, scattering burning uranium powder throughout the lab.

February 11, 1945

There was an unexpected criticality nuclear reaction at the Los Alamos Scientific
Laboratory. The material went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, which is the
next stage after criticality in the generation of a bomb-like nuclear detonation.
This was the 1st time in the history of the US’s nuclear program that such a supremely
dangerous Chernobyl-like event had occurred in the laboratory.

August 21, 1945

At the Omega site in Los Alamos National Laboratory, New Mexico, Harry K. Daghlian, Jr. inadvertently creating a critical mass when he dropped a tungsten carbide
brick onto a plutonium core. Although he quickly removed the brick he had been
fatally irradiated, and would die on September 15th.
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British and Canadian forces captured Prüm, west of Koblenz.
Missa brevis for chorus and organ by Zoltán Kodály was performed for the initial time, in Budapest.
Achille van Acker replaced Hubert Pierlot as prime minister of Belgium at the head of a broad unity
government.
Stalin, Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a joint declaration
after their meeting in Potsdam. It put forth guidelines for the end of the war and the maintenance of peace
thereafter: An Agreement Relating to Prisoners of War and Civilians Liberated by Forces Operating Under
Soviet Command and Forces Operating Under United States of America Command.

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States naval vessel sunk: LST577, damaged by submarine torpedo, east of Philippine Islands, 8 degrees
1 minute North, 130 degrees 37 minutes East, sunk by United States forces
United States naval vessel damaged: Ocean tug Takelma (ATF-113), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 10
degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-112, by submarine Batfish (SS-310), Philippine Islands area, 18 degrees 53
minutes North, 121 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
February 12, Monday, 1945: A Japanese submarine was sunk, the RO-113, by US submarine Batfish (SS310), in the vicinity of the Philippine Islands, 19 degrees 10 minutes North, 121 degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
The Greek resistance signed the Varkiza Agreement with the British occupiers of the country and its Greek
government. They agreed to disarm their guerrilla fighters, turn over weapons and give up control of the
territory it occupied (about ¾ of the country). They were promised legal recognition, free elections, and the
removal of Nazi collaborators from the armed forces and police. By July, Greek conservatives would imprison
18,000 people with torture and murder occurring on a daily basis.
German radio announced that all women were conscripted, to assist in the distribution of arms and supplies.
Peru declared itself at war with Germany and Japan.
12 Notations for piano by Pierre Boulez was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
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February 14, Wednesday, 1945: Indian troops captured Singu, north of Mandalay.
American planes bombed Chemnitz and Magdeburg.
Soviet troops took Schneidemühl (Pila) and Deutsch Krone (Walcz), north of Poznan as well as Sorau (Zary)
and Grünberg (Zielona Góra), southeast of Frankfurt-an-der-Oder.
As the Soviet army occupied Grünberg about 500 of its citizens committed suicide.
Lance Corporal Peter von Webern, son of the composer, was wounded during an air attacked on the train in
which he was riding near Lindenkogel in Lower Styria. He died this evening in a hospital train near Marburg.
Returning from Prague to Berlin, a contingent of German soldiers including Private Hans Werner Henze
passed through Dresden.
Chile declared war on Germany.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-48, by coastal defense gun, Philippine Islands area,
14 degrees 24 minutes North, 120 degrees 33 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Fletcher (DD-445), by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 25 minutes North, 120 degrees
30 minutes East
Destroyers Radford (DD-446) and Lavallette (DD-448), by mines, 14 degrees 25 minutes North,
120 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Hopewell (DD-681), by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 24 minutes North, 120 degrees
33 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine chasers #4 and #114, by submarine Hawkbill (SS-366), Java Sea, 8 degrees 20 minutes
South, 115 degrees 43 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #9, by submarine Gato (SS-212), Yellow Sea, 34 degrees 48 minutes North,
125 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 16, Friday, 1945: While in prison awaiting trial, Jacques Larsac, the former police chief of Dijon,
was lynched by a mob.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bombed airfields, aircraft factories, and
shipping in the Tokyo area; attack would be repeated on 17 February.

Fire support vessels and carrier-based aircraft commence 3-day prelanding bombardment and bombing of Iwo
Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. McCrea) bombards enemy shore installations at Kurabu
Zaki, Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
Army forces, preceded by naval bombardment and attack by Army aircraft, land on Corregidor, Luzon,
Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine Barbel (SS-316), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost.

United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyers Ingraham (DD-694) and Barton (DD-722), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 31 degrees
45 minutes North, 141 degrees 54 minutes East
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Submarine chaser PC-1119, by coastal defense gun, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 14 degrees
23 minutes North, 120 degrees 35 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Minelayer Nariu, by submarine Sennet (SS-408), off Shikoku, Japan, 32 degrees 10 minutes North,
135 degrees 54 minutes East

WORLD WAR II

February 17, Saturday, 1945: British troops landed south of Myebon, Burma.
German scientists evacuated Peenemünde and make for Oberammergau.
Switzerland agreed to freeze all German assets pending an investigation.
Koblenz fell to the Allies.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by Japanese coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 44
minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), by Japanese coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46
minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
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•
•
•
•

Destroyer Leutze (DD-481), by Japanese coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes
North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyer Dortch (DD-670), by Japanese strafing, Iwo Jima area, 30 degrees 1 minute North, 141
degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Waldron (DD-699), by intentional ramming of Japanese picket boat, Iwo Jima area, 29
degrees 27 minutes North, 141 degrees 34 minutes East
Tug Hidatsa (ATF-102), by mine, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 14 degrees 25 minutes North,
120 degrees 30 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transport #114, by Army aircraft, off Formosa, 23 degrees 4 minutes North, 120 degrees
30 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #56, by submarine Bowfin (SS-287), off Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees
53 minutes North, 139 degrees 43 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 18, Sunday, 1945: American forces breached the Siegfried Line north of Echternach, Luxembourg.
Suite no.2 from the ballet Gayaneh by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time, in Moscow
Conservatory Bolshoy Hall.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Light minelayer Gamble (DM-15), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 24 degrees 55 minutes North,
141 degrees 8 minutes East
High-speed transport Blessman (APD-48), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 25 degrees 5 minutes
North, 141 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre
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February 19, Monday, 1945: Street fights erupt in Bucharest between members of the National Peasant Party
and Communists.
American troops land on Samar Island, Philippines as well as the small offshore islands of Dalupiri and Capul.
The Japanese Army evacuated from Mandalay.
The 4th and 5th Marine divisions assaulted Iwo Jima, supported by intensive naval gunfire and air attack. The
operation was under the overall command of Admiral R.A. Spruance, Commander Fifth Fleet, who had strong
feelings about the pointlessness of the whole affair. The final sentence of the most recent analysis of this battle,
at <http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_military_history/v068/68.4burrell.html>, is a comment that
“Perhaps the most appropriate tribute later generations can offer Iwo Jima’s valiant dead is to ask why they
had to die to secure fighter escorts that never materialized.” (We notice that in Clint Eastwood’s Hollywood
versions of the struggle, such issues go entirely unmentioned. We had to attack the island, and they had to
defend it, because it was sacred Japanese soil? –In point of fact, this chain of volcanic islands had never been
that. After the island was conquered, the impact of this on the remainder of the war was nil, as, entirely without
port facilities, the island was essentially useless. Had the island simply been bypassed, and the Japanese troops
there simply have been allowed to sit there and rot, the impact of this on the war would similarly have been
nil. The invasion was a photo-op. However, after the bloodletting, an entire historical apparatus had to be
created to legitimate the operation after the fact, and we have had to submit to fully half a century of mendacity
about the usefulness of the island in the recovery of our endangered flight crews.)
Vice Admiral R.K. Turner was the Joint Expeditionary Force Commander and Major-General H.M. “Howling
Mad” Smith, USMC, commanded the Expeditionary Troops. Naval gunfire and air bombing continued to
support the troops ashore during this difficult campaign.
Army troops covered by Marine aircraft were landed at Allen on the northwest coast of Samar and on Capul
Island, Philippine Islands to insure control of San Bernardino Strait.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Chester (CA-27), by collision with amphibious force flagship Estes (AGC-12),
24 degrees 13 minutes North, 141 degrees 25 minutes East
Destroyer Bradford (DD-545), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes
East
Destroyer John W. Weeks (DD-701), by coastal defense gun, 25 degrees 32 minutes North,
141 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer escort Finnegan (DE-307), by collision, 22 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 20, Tuesday, 1945: Saarbrucken was captured by the Allies and Danzig by the Soviet army.
In Piazzas Palladio for voice and piano by Ned Rorem to words of Phemister was performed for the initial
time, over the airwaves of radio station WNYC, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.
Army troops under cover of Marine aircraft were landed on Biri Island, Philippine Islands to insure control of
San Bernardino Strait.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Biloxi (CL-80), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 25 degrees 47 minutes
North, 141 degrees 15 minutes East
Hospital ship Samaritan (AH-10), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 24 degrees
46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Attack transports Napa (APA-157) and Logan (APA-196), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes
North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Starr (AKA-67), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
LST779, by coastal mortar, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Nokaze, by submarine Pargo (SS-264), South China Sea, 12 degrees 48 minutes North,
109 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 21, Wednesday, 1945: The 10,982-ton escort carrier USS Bismarck Sea (CVE-95) had been
launched in 1944 under the name Alikula Bay. It had been put into the US 7th Fleet and had seen action off
Leyte and at landings in the Lingayen Gulf. then, while taking part in that nothing-better-to-do assault on Iwo
Jima, three Japanese Kamikaze flew down from Kyushu and one guy crashed his plane onto the deck. The
gunners then managed to knock down the other two guys before they could get in. Never mind, the fire caused
an explosion in the ammunition store and in about 90 minutes the carrier sank. There were 860 on board, and
318 died.
After heavy fighting, American forces reached the base of Mt. Suribachi on Iwo Jima.
After 13 days of heavy fighting, Canadian forces captured Goch, Germany northwest of Cologne.
Italy raised the daily bread ration from 200 to 300 grams.
The US government cut the rations of sugar.
Naval land-based and Army aircraft bomb and strafe enemy installations at Truk, Caroline Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk:
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•

Escort carrier Bismarck Sea (CVE-95), by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees
36 minutes North, 141 degrees 48 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Saratoga (CV-3), by Japanese Kamikazes, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 56 minutes North, 142
degrees 1 minute East
Escort carrier Lunga Point (CVE-94), by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees
40 minutes North, 141 degrees 44 minutes East
Destroyer Williamson (DD-244), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 39 minutes North,
142 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Renshaw (DD-499), by submarine torpedo, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 24 degrees
36 minutes North, 141 degrees 48 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Yancey (AKA-93), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
Net cargo ship Keokuk (AKN-4), by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 36 minutes
North, 141 degrees 48 minutes East
LST390, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST477, by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 40 minutes North, 141 degrees
44 minutes East
LST809, by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 8 minutes North, 142 degrees
6 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 23, Friday, 1945: Turkey declared war on Germany.
Kurt Weill’s operetta The Firebrand of Florence, to words of Mayer and Ira Gershwin, was performed for the
initial time, in the Colonial Theater, Boston, under the title Much Ado About Love. The lead role was played
by Lotte Lenya.
Heitor Villa-Lobos conducted the Boston Symphony Orchestra in his own music in Symphony Hall, Boston.
Poznan fell to the Soviet Army.
Media-savvy Marines demonstrated for a lucky photographer how they had just raised the flag atop Mount
Suribachi:

United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•

Submarine chaser PC 877, by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST684, by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST716, by grounding, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST792, by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Frigate Yaku, by submarine Hammerhead (SS-364), off Indochina, 12 degrees 39 minutes North,
109 degrees 29 minutes East
Submarine chaser #35, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 10 degrees 15 minutes North,
107 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 25, Sunday, 1945: American forces captured Düren, southwest of Cologne.
The first Canadian short wave station was opened in Sackville, New Brunswick.
The Harmony of Morning for female chorus and small orchestra by Elliott Carter to words of Van Doren, was
performed for the initial time, in Temple Emanu-El, New York.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bomb aircraft factories and airfields near
Tokyo.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer Harrison (DD-573), by storm, south of Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees 0 minute North,
141 degrees 0 minute East
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•
•
•
•

Attack transport Fayette (APA-43), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 45 minutes North,
141 degrees 20 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Muliphen (AKA-61), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
Seaplane tender Hamlin (AV-15), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Iwo Jima area,
24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-175, by mine, Caroline Island area, 7 degrees 20 minutes North,
134 degrees 35 minutes East
LST918, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 26, Monday, 1945: Indian troops captured Mahlaing, Burma, northwest of Meiktila.
The Syrian parliament declared war on Germany and Japan.
A national midnight curfew went into effect in the United States.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Pasadena (CL-65), by naval gunfire, south of Honshu, Japan, 31 degrees 20 minutes
North, 141 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer Porterfield (DD-682), by naval gunfire, south of Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees 10 minutes
North, 143 degrees 30 minutes East
Minesweeper Saunter (AM-195), by mine, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 14 degrees 17 minutes
North, 120 degrees 38 minutes East
LST121, by collision and grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
LST760, and LST884, by coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•

Submarine I-368, by aircraft (VC-82) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57), Volcano Islands area,
24 degrees 43 minutes North, 140 degrees 37 minutes East
Submarine I-370, by destroyer escort Finnegan (DE-307), near Volcano Islands, 22 degrees
45 minutes North, 141 degrees 27 minutes East
Submarine RO-43, by aircraft (VC-82) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57), near Volcano Islands,
24 degrees 7 minutes North, 140 degrees 19 minutes East
Frigate Shonan, by submarine Hoe (SS-258), South China Sea, 17 degrees 8 minutes North,
110 degrees 1 minute East
Picket boat, by naval gunfire, south of Honshu, Japan
WORLD WAR II
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March 1, Thursday, 1945: American forces captured Mönchengladbach and Neuss, west of Düsseldorf.
Iran declared war on Japan effective yesterday. Lebanon declared war on Germany and Japan effective today.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked enemy ground installations,
aircraft, and shipping in the Okinawa area, Ryukyu Islands.
Army troops supported by naval gunfire and Army aircraft landed on Lubang Island, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Destroyers Terry (DD-513) and Colhoun (DD-801), by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 47 minutes
North, 141 degrees 21 minutes East
Attack transport Berrien (APA-62), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Torpedo boat Manazuru, by carrier-based aircraft, Ryukyu Islands area, 26
degrees 17 minutes North, 127 degrees 35 minutes East
•

Minelayer Tsubame, by carrier-based aircraft, Taiwan area, 24 degrees 23 minutes North,
124 degrees 12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 2, Friday, 1945: American soldiers reach the Rhine opposite Düsseldorf but find all bridges destroyed.
American troops captured Trier as well as Roermond and Venlo, east of Eindhoven.
American planes return to bombed Dresden.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral F.E.M. Whiting) bombarded Japanese positions on Okino
Daito Jima, Ryukyu Islands.
Destroyers bombarded the Japanese on Parece Vela Reef in the Philippine Sea.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Attack cargo ship Stokes (AKA-68), LST224, LST247, LST634, by collision, 24 degrees
46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST642, by grounding, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 3, Saturday, 1945: George Smith Patton, Jr.’s 3d Army reached the Rhine River near Coblenz.
American forces landed on Ticao Island and Burias Island, south of Luzon.
Finland declared war on Germany.
German forces counterattacked against the Soviets in western Hungary.
King Petar II appointed 3 regents to govern for him in Yugoslavia.
American troops took Forbach, France to the southwest of Saarbrücken.
Hermine von Webern learned that her husband, Lance Corporal Peter von Webern, had died on February 14th.
In the afternoon she and her sister inform his parents, Anton and Wilhelmine von Webern.
Army troops landed on Masbate, Burias, and Ticao Islands, Philippine Islands; landings were supported by
naval gunfire and US Marine aircraft.
Submarine Tuna (SS-203) landed supplies on northeast coast of Borneo
United States naval vessel damaged, Iwo Jima area: Attack transport Bolivar (APA-34), by coastal defense
gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Oiler Hario, by
mine, off French Indochina, 18 degrees 10 minutes North, 109 degrees 40 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 4, Sunday, 1945: American troops secured the remains of Manila.
WORLD WAR II
American planes used precision bombing over Japan for the final time. (From this point forward, American
airmen would be using only carpet-terror bombing.)
British forces captured Geldern west of Duisburg.
American bombs hit Zürich, killing 5.
The principal defendant in the trial of fascists in Rome, General Mario Roatta, escaped from an army hospital.
Memorial Fanfare for Henry Wood, a work for orchestra by William Walton, was performed for the initial
time, in the Royal Albert Hall, London.
March 9, Friday, 1945: Allied forces occupied Samar Island in the Philippines.
Indian forces entered Mandalay, Burma (Myanmar).
Fearful that the Vichy French in Indochina would turn Free French, Japanese troops disarmed, imprisoned, or
killed all French nationals in the region, taking over all administrative functions — all during the worst famine
in the history of Indochina.
American forces captured Bonn and Godesberg as well as Erpel, across the Rhine from Remagen.
Germans from the Channel Islands raid Granville on the Normandy coast. They blow up port installations, free
67 German POWs, captured John Alexander, the principal Welfare Officer for the Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration, and five American soldiers. 33 people die in the raid.
This night was the night of the great Tokyo air raid and firebombing of civilians.
WORLD WAR II
March 8, Thursday, 1945: American forces completed the occupation of Palawan Island in the Philippines.
Canadian troops took Xanten, northwest of Duisburg.
A German V-2 landed in Smithfield Market, London, killing 110.
As Soviet troops took over the city of Słupsk, up to 1,000 of its citizens committed suicide.
The Inter-American Conference, which had been in session in Mexico City since February 21st, came to an
end.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #143, by Army aircraft, Formosa area, 23 degrees 35 minutes North,
121 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 9, Friday, 1945: Allied forces occupied Samar Island in the Philippines.
Indian forces entered Mandalay, Burma (Myanmar).
Fearful that the Vichy French in Indochina would turn Free French, Japanese troops disarmed, imprisoned, or
killed all French nationals in the region, taking over all administrative functions — all during the worst famine
in the history of Indochina.
American forces captured Bonn and Godesberg as well as Erpel, across the Rhine from Remagen.
Germans from the Channel Islands raid Granville on the Normandy coast. They blow up port installations, free
67 German POWs, captured John Alexander, the principal Welfare Officer for the Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration, and five American soldiers. 33 people die in the raid.
This night was the night of the great Tokyo air raid and firebombing of civilians.
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Saturday, 1945: A naval attack group under Rear Admiral F.B. Royal landed Army troops near
Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands. The landing was supported by naval gunfire and Army aircraft.
WORLD WAR II
334 American B-29 long range bombers from the Mariana Islands dropped 2,000 tons of napalm and
incendiary bombs on downtown Tokyo. Hurricane force winds were created as the resulting fire storm reaches
1,000° C. 41 square kilometers of Tokyo were obliterated. Approximately 130,000 people die. Similar
attacked soon follow in Nagoya, Osaka and Kobe. This was the most devastating air attacked of the war,
including Hiroshima.
American troops land at Zamboanga on the western tip of Mindanao.
The Japanese government announced that the French colony in Indochina has ended and that they would
support independence. In Hue, Bao Dai declared the independence of Vietnam.
Northern Transylvania was returned to Romania by the USSR.
As the Soviet army occupied Lauenburg about 600 of its citizens were committing suicide.
German troops abandon Wesel, their last bridgehead on the west bank of the Rhine.
While the USA was readying its high-tech “atomic” bombs, the Japanese were launching low-tech paper
balloons filled with hydrogen gas, with incendiary explosives hanging underneath them. These 10,000
balloons were designed to drift with the jet stream and descend over the American continent. Over the course
of the campaign, some 300 of the 10,000 paper balloons completed the trip and descended upon us, starting a
few fires in isolated areas, blowing up a shed, etc. One descending balloon managed to kill an American
woman and 5 children who had gathered during a picnic to await its magic descent to the ground. One of the
scientists we had assigned to investigate this mode of attack, Lincoln LaPaz, reports that there was a fear that,
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beginning in about the fall of 1945, the Japanese military were going to be able to substitute canisters
containing an aerosol of plague bacteria for the incendiary explosives they were strapping underneath these
balloons. On this day of March 10th, 1945, a poetic event took place. One of the paper balloons from Japan
descended upon an electric line leading into a factory in Hanford, Washington, temporarily shutting down the
electric supply to that defense facility. In that building, temporarily interrupted in this manner, was the reactor
which was producing weapons-grade Plutonium239 for use in the atomic bomb which we would be exploding
later over the city of Nagasaki.
BALLOONING
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Mary McCarthy, writing in 1946, would term Hiroshima “a hole in human history.” Presumably the hole tore
in Nagasaki by the materials interrupted temporarily by this paper balloon was also a hole in human history.
Max Hastings would point out in “Wrath of the Centurions” in the London Review of Books for January 25,
2018 that “[D]uring and after the Second World War, scarcely any Allied soldiers, sailors or airmen were
prosecuted for war crimes, though there was ample evidence to support charges, had there been the will to
pursue them. SS prisoners, for example, were frequently shot out of hand. There was at least one large-scale
killing of German PoWs on the Canadian front in Normandy. I have interviewed many former Allied fighter
pilots who admitted to deliberately strafing –killing with cannon, rockets and bombs– civilians in Germany
during the relatively carefree days just before the war ended. My point is not to suggest that the American
soldiers who committed the My Lai massacre behaved no worse than British or French soldiers in similar
circumstances; or even that the US army should be compared institutionally with the Waffen SS, which it
certainly should not. It is to remind ourselves that the unique selling-point of soldiers, even if tarted up in
fancy-dress uniforms and bearskins, is that they are trained killers. It is a constant challenge for leaders on the
battlefield to ensure that the young men carrying lethal weapons under their command shoot the right people
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and do not shoot the wrong ones. In all armies, control and disciplined restraint are sometimes lost. Soldiers
who participate in armed conflict emerge morally compromised – how could they not, when they have been
killing their fellow man? Veterans and historians alike must simply debate in what degree a given army at a
given time and place has dirtied its hands.”
There is such a hole in human history, it would seem, at every point at which an atrocity has been committed
by some group which then “won.” For instance, the hole in Concord history which resulted from the racial
mass murder on the watershed of Walden Pond as of the Massachusetts race war in 1675-1676,
and
the hole in human history which resulted from the use of the Christian Dakotas as hostages during the race war
of 1863.
Writing thirty years after the fact of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Ralph Lapp, who had worked
on the A-bomb, would ask “If the memory of things is to deter, where is that memory?” He would add that
“Hiroshima has been taken out of the American conscience, eviscerated, extirpated.”

WORLD WAR II
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March 10/11, 1945: American President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had declared that the bombing of
civilians was “inhuman barbarism.” Just after midnight (it was March 9/10 west of the International Date
Line), a firestorming of Tokyo by wave after wave of American B20 Superfortress bombers, 334 bombers in
all, dropping conventional weapons, that is, dropping napalm259 incendiary devices, destroyed sixteen square
miles of homes, the homes of a million and a half people, and produced 83,793 deaths.260 It should be taken
into account, by opponents of new technology such as the atomic bomb, that as has been pointed out in David
Irving’s THE DESTRUCTION OF DRESDEN, the 135,000 people who had died in Dresden on February 13, 1944,
had died as the result of such an attack with conventional weapons.261
WORLD WAR II

Amid rumors of a possible American invasion, the Japanese ousted the French colonial government which had
been operating independently, and seized control of Vietnam, installing Bao Dai as their puppet.
Over the following months, the American Superfortresses with their napalm incendiary devices would be
similarly attempting to create similar firestorms in more than sixty other densely populated areas in Japan, such
as Kobe and Yokohama.

259. Napalm had been invented at Harvard in 1943, a fuel made into a gel by co-precipitated aluminum salts of napthenic acid and
palmitic acid (“napalm” stands for NApthenic/PALMitic). Such thickening helps the material work better in flamethrowers, plus,
gobs of it stick to the target while they burn. It had already been dropped in bomb form during the invasion of Normandy. It is a
rather humane weapon since the vast majority of the people it kills die not in the agony of the primary scorching that occurs when
contact is made with the body, but, untouched by this flame, instead by very peacefully drifting off by smothering in the 20%
atmosphere of carbon monoxide that is left behind by the flames — this atmosphere induces merely a sleeplike trance leading to
asphyxiation, as the red blood cells quickly all become no longer capable of transporting any oxygen from the lungs to the brain.
(And, I’ll bet, you never expected to hear death by napalm described as benign!)
260. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would
later aver that the citizens of Tokyo had been “scorched and boiled and baked to death,” and speculate that if the USA had lost the
war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as war criminals on account of the fire-bombing of Tokyo.)
261. By way of contrast, the high-tech explosion at Hiroshima at 8:16AM on August 6th would produce only 71,379 deaths.
–So much for our LUDDITE obsession with bringing an end to the horror of war by outlawing the use of special weaponry.
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March 11, Sunday, 1945: United States naval landing craft ferry Army troops across the Rhine River at the
Remagen bridgehead, Germany; this operation continues throughout March 1945.
British forces captured Möng Mit, northeast of Mandalay.
An orchestral suite of music from the ballet The Limpid Stream. op.39a by Dmitri Shostakovich was
performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Randolph (CV-15), by Japanese Kamikaze, Ulithi, Caroline
Islands area, 10 degrees 1 minute North, 139 degrees 40 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-681, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-103), off western France, 49 degrees 53 minutes North,
6 degrees 31 minutes West.
U-2515 and U-2530, by Army aircraft, Hamburg, Germany
WORLD WAR II

March 13, Tuesday, 1945: Workmen were setting slabs of marble in the bathrooms of the White House, when
Herman Perlman got a chance to install some plate glass in the bathroom of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, which was Room B-220. On the unfinished back of one of these marble slabs where it would be
concealed by the grout and plaster, he inscribed “In this tub bathes the man whose heart is always clean and
serves his people truthfully.”
The King of Cambodia declared the independence of his country in Phnom Penh.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #66, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 23 degrees 30
minutes North, 117 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 15, Thursday, 1945: The Provisional Government of Hungary decrees expropriation and redistribution
of land.
Three Dodecanese islands request union with Greece.
Juan José Arévalo Bermejo was sworn in as president of Guatemala. He took power from a junta which
overthrew the dictator Federico Ponce last October. Dr. Arévalo was freely elected in December.
Pastorale for orchestra by Virgil Thomson was performed for the initial time, in the New York Center for
Music and Dance, conducted by the composer.
Ode for orchestra by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. McCrea) bombarded Japanese shore installations on
Matsuwa, Kurile Islands.
WORLD WAR II

March 16, Friday, 1945: American troops land on Basilan Island west of Mindanao.
The Red Army began to attacked the German salient in Hungary.
Iwo Jima was declared secured.
Army forces supported by destroyer gunfire land on Basilan Island, Sulu Archipelago, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

LST928, by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Coast defense vessel #69, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 19 degrees 2 minutes North,
110 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 18, Sunday, 1945: The Japanese government closes all schools, except first grade. All students and
teachers were mobilized into national defense.
American forces land on Panay Island, Philippines to little resistance.
American troops took Bingen and Bad Kreuznach, just west of Mainz.
Two days of voting in Finnish Parliamentary elections conclude. For the first time, communists were allowed
to openly contest the election and they win 49 of 200 seats, largely at the expense of the Social Democrats.
Together, the left took over half the seats.
1,250 American bombers drop 3,000 tons of explosives on Berlin.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bombed airfields on Kyushu, Japan.
Army troops were landed on southeast coast of Panay, Philippine Islands by naval task group (Rear Admiral
A.D. Struble) under cover of cruiser and destroyer gunfire.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by horizontal bomber, off Kyushu, Japan, 30 degrees 50 minutes North,
133 degrees 42 minutes East
Carrier Yorktown (CV-10), by horizontal bomber, off Kyushu, Japan, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
133 degrees 49 minutes East
Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United States naval
gunfire, off Kyushu, Japan, 30 degrees 47 minutes North, 133 degrees 50 minutes East
LST635, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 11 degrees 5 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes
East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #18, by submarine Springer (SS-414), south of the Ryukyu Islands, 26
degrees 33 minutes North, 127 degrees 11 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-866, by destroyer escorts Menges (DE-320), Mosley (DE-321), Pride (DE-323),
and Lowe
(DE-325), northwest Atlantic area, 43 degrees 18 minutes North, 61 degrees 8 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
March 19, Monday, 1945: Caroline Hazard died in Santa Barbara, California.
Aircraft from the fast carrier task force of Vice Admiral M. A. Mitscher bombed airfields on Kyushu, and
shipping at Kure and Kobe, Honshu, Japan.
American troops captured Bauang, Luzon south of San Fernando on Lingayen Gulf.
British troops captured Mogok, northeast of Mandalay.
Chaim Hirszman, one of only two survivors of Belzec death camp, gives testimony to a war crimes
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investigation in Lublin. On his way home he was murdered by Poles because he was a Jew.
ANTISEMITISM
General Friedrich Fromm, former Commander of the Reserve Army, was shot by firing squad for his dubious
connection to the plot to kill Führer Adolf Hitler the previous July.
American forces captured Saarlouis, northwest of Saarbrücken.
The house in Zwickau where Robert Schumann spent his childhood years from age seven to 17, was totally
destroyed. It would not be rebuilt.
Captain Gehres’s aircraft carrier USS Franklin (CVE-13) was engaged by Japanese planes off Samar Island
off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 1 minute North, 133 degrees 57 minutes East, and took a couple of direct hits
by 550-pound bombs from a horizontal bomber. Of the 3,450 on board, 725 died and 265 were injured. There
were fires and there were internal explosions and the ship was a real mess but they would manage to make
their way back to Ulithi Atoll in the Caroline Islands and finally to the US. After the war 393 bravery
decorations would be handed out, including a Congressional Medal of Honor for the heroism of LieutenantCommander Joseph O’Callahan, its chaplain.

Other United States naval vessels damaged off Shikoku, Japan:
•
•

Carrier USS Essex (CV-9), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 32 degrees 10 minutes
North, 134 degrees 20 minutes East
Carrier USS Wasp (CV-18), by dive bomber, 32 degrees 16 minutes North, 134 degrees 5 minutes
East

A Japanese naval vessel was sunk by a US Army mine: River gunboat Suma, off Shanghai, 32 degrees 0
minute North, 120 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 20, Tuesday, 1945: American troops complete the occupation of Panay Island in the Philippines.
After fighting in the city for twelve days, Japanese forces abandon all positions in and around Mandalay,
Burma (Myanmar). British and Indian troops occupied the city.
All private property in Romania over 50 hectares was expropriated without compensation, as was all farm
equipment and all livestock.
American forces captured Saarbrücken and nearby Zweibrücken as well as Ludwigshafen, near Mannheim and
Kaiserslautern, to the west.
The French cabinet expected $40,000,000,000 in reparations from Germany.
When the 1,250-ton destroyer HMS Lapwing was torpedoed in the Kola Inlet in Northern Russia, all 158
crewmen died.
Submarine Perch (SS-313) landed personnel on east coast of Borneo.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, off Japan, 30 degrees
1 minute North, 134 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Halsey Powell (DD-686), by Kamikaze suicide plane, off Japan, 30 degrees 27 minutes
North, 134 degrees 28 minutes East
Submarine Devilfish (SS-292), by Kamikaze suicide plane, off Volcano Islands, 25 degrees
36 minutes North, 137 degrees 30 minutes East
Cargo ship Hercules (AK-41), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 21, Wednesday, 1945: When British and American planes raided Gestapo headquarters in
Copenhagen, since Danes were imprisoned on the top floor and in the basement, what they needed to do was
to destroy the middle three floors, and this they achieved. They killed about 100 Germans and collaborators
but only six of the prisoners (surviving prisoners fled to Sweden).
American forces reached Worms, southwest of Frankfurt.
Japanese aircraft made the 1st known operational use of piloted bombs, in an unsuccessful attack against Vice
Admiral M.A. Mitscher’s fast carrier task force.
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #33 and cable layer Tateishi, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 11 degrees
50 minutes North, 109 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 23, Friday, 1945: The electric power station at Bretto, near Udine in Northern Italy, was being guarded
by a unit of the Italian Carabinieri consisting of 12 men commanded by Sergeant Dino Perpignano. While
returning to their barracks, Sergeant Perpignano was captured by Italian Communist partisans affiliated with
the IX Yugoslav Corps. At this time these Yugoslav partisans were being supplied by air-drop by the British,
who had transferred their support from the Cetniks fighting for the restoration of the monarchy to Tito’s
Communists because they had been more effective at the task of killing Germans. When threatened with
torture the sergeant revealed his unit’s password, thus allowing the partisan gang to enter the barracks and
overpower the Carabinieri, some of whom were asleep. After ransacking the barracks, the partisans herded
their prisoners into an upstairs room and after a while gave them some food which contained a mixture of
caustic soda and black salt. In severe pain, they were force-marched to an alpine refuge, stripped and tied, and
then Dino Perpignano, Pasquale Ruggiero, Lino Bertogli, Domenico Del Vecchio, Antonio Ferro, Adelmino
Zilio, Fernando Ferretti, Ridolfo Calzi, Pietro Tognazzo, Michele Castallano, Primo Amenici, and Attilio
Franzon were executed with pickaxes. These corpses would eventually be found. On some the genitalia had
been amputated and stuffed into their mouths, and eyes had been gouged out. On one corpse, a photo of the
man’s five sons had been stuck into his heart. The bodies would be decently interred by nuns in a medieval
tower near their convent at Tarviso.
American troops and Philippine guerrillas captured San Fernando in northern Luzon.
Soviet forces took Székesfehérvár, southeast of Budapest.
British and Canadian troops crossed the Rhine between Emmerich and Wesel.
Variations on a Theme by Goosens was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati. The theme was followed
by variations from Paul Creston, Aaron Copland, Deems Taylor, Anis Fuleihan, Howard Hanson, William
Schuman, Walter Piston, Roy Harris, Bernard Rogers, Ernst Bloch and Eugene Goosens.
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) commence daily strikes against the Japanese
on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Destroyer Haggard (DD-555), by intentional ramming of enemy submarine Submarine I-371,
Philippine Sea, 22 degrees 57 minutes North, 132 degrees 19 minutes East
Submarine Seahorse (SS-304), by horizontal bomber, Ryukyu Islands area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Ocean tug Zuni (ATF-95), by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-371, by destroyer Haggard (DD-555), Philippine Sea, 22 degrees 57
minutes North, 132 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 24, Saturday, 1945: American naval forces begin a bombardment of the Japanese island of Okinawa
as American ground forces land on the Kerama Islands just to the west.
Soviet forces captured Veszprem, southwest of Budapest and Mor, to the west of the capital. The Germans and
their Hungarian allies retreat west in disarray.
Provisional President Charles de Gaulle announced that France intends to retain control of Indochina.
Allied (United States-Great Britain-Canada) forces crossed the Rhine on a 32-kilometer front from Rheinberg
to Rees near the Dutch border. They took what remained of Wesel. George Smith Patton, Jr. had his driver stop
in the middle of the military pontoon bridge across the Rhine — the general, always a showman, needed a
photo-op of himself taking a leak into that famous German river.
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A group of battleships under the command of Vice Admiral W.A. Lee bombarded the island of Okinawa in the
Ryukyu chain. Two small Japanese vessels were sunk, coast defense vessel #68 and the torpedo boat
Tomozuru, by US carrier-based aircraft in the South China Sea, 28 degrees 25 minutes North, 124 degrees
32 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Back stateside, on this eventful day, a 55-year-old black truck driver, Ebb Cade, was involved in a very severe
car accident. He was taken comatose to the US Army Manhattan Engineer District Hospital in Oakridge,
Tennessee, with injuries apparently so severe that he would not survive. Comatose, severely injured, ignorant,
poor and, when all is said and done, black, he would have no way whatever to defend himself against the
government doctors of the Atomic Energy Commission. What a wonderful opportunity for them to conduct
ghoulish experiments with radiation!
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE MARCH 24TH, 1945 AT ALL ONE
MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW,
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

March 25, Sunday, 1945: Soviet troops took Esztergom, northwest of Budapest.
American troops began a break out of the Remagen bridgehead.
American forces captured Darmstadt, south of Frankfurt-am-Main. They find 60% of the remaining residents
were homeless.
Twelve Russian Folk Songs op.104 for voice and piano by Sergei Prokofiev were performed for the initial
time, in Moscow.
Figure Humaine, a cantata by Francis Poulenc to words of Eluard, was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the BBC, originating in London.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral M.L. Deyo) bombarded Kerama Retto and southeast coast
of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands; bombardment of Okinawa area continues daily.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Japan

Destroyer Kimberley (DD-521), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 2 minutes North,
126 degrees 54 minutes East

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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•
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Sederstrom (DE-31), by collision, 25 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees 0
minute East
Light minelayer Robert H. Smith (DM-23), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0
minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
High-speed transport Gilmer (APD-11), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 20 minutes East
High-speed transport Knudsen (APD-101), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 12 minutes North,
127 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 26, Monday, 1945: Vingt regards sur l’enfant Jesus for piano by Olivier Messiaen was performed for
the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris.
Army forces were landed on Kerama Retto, Ryukyu Islands, by naval attack group (Rear Admiral I.N. Kiland)
under cover of naval bombardment and carrier aircraft attack.
Army forces were landed at Talisay Point, Cebu, Philippine Islands by naval attack group (Captain A.T.
Sprague) under cover of cruiser and destroyer gunfire and air attack.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Halligan (DD-584), by mine, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes
North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East. United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Nevada (BB-36), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Light cruiser Biloxi (CL-80), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East, Destroyer Murray (DD-576), by dive bomber,
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 129 degrees 46 minutes East
Destroyer Porterfield (DD-682), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Destroyer O’Brien (DD-725), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 16
minutes North, 127 degrees 26 minutes East
Destroyer Callaghan (DD-792), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort Foreman (DE-633), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Dorsey (DMS-1), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Minelayer Skirmish (AM-303), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25
minutes North, 127 degrees 5 minutes East
Submarine chaser PC-1133, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 10 degrees 13 minutes North,
123 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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While preparing to bombard the shore of Okinawa for the American landings scheduled for April 1st,
Lieutenant-Commander E. Grace’s USS Halligan struck a mine and its forward magazine exploded,
disintegrating the forward section of the ship. 162 died. The hulk drifted onto a reef near shore.
The worthless island known as Iwo Jima had been secured at the cost of 25,851 United States Marine
casualties. The entire assault had been a waste of effort and lives, an exercise in sheer confrontation. The island
would of course now need to be abandoned, and with as little publicity as humanly possible.262 Unfortunately,
there would be a whole lot of publicity:

“Patriotic Fervor and the Truth About Iwo Jima,”
by Karal Ann Marling and John Wetenhall
[Ms. Marling is professor of art history and American studies
at the University of Minnesota. Mr. Wetenhall is executive
director of the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art]
IWO JIMA has a special place in our nation’s past. For many
Americans it is a place where emotion merges with memory, where
feeling and facts become one. It is a holy place in our civil
religion, where emotions gather and linger–for generations. With
our notes and books and claims of objectivity, we historians
sometimes trespass –at our peril– upon this terrain where others
have fought and died.
When we wrote about the commemoration of the World War II battle
at Iwo Jima in Iwo Jima: Monuments, Memories, and the American
Hero (Harvard UP, 1991), we, as outside observers, became part
262. Except that when US Marines returned to Hawaii, some of them would place a Japanese skull atop a pole and wave it in front
of Japanese-Americans, taunting them with “There’s your uncle on the pole!”
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of the process of remembering deeds of war. But quite
unintentionally,
we
were
dragged
into
a
vortex
of
misremembering, as hearsay and emotion quickly subsumed the
truth.
On February 23rd, 1945, the fifth day of the bloody battle of
Iwo Jima, Marines were ordered to take Mount Suribachi, the
besieged Japanese stronghold. A 40-man patrol ascended the
volcanic slope, attained the summit, and hoisted “Old Glory” on
a makeshift flagpole. That was at 10:35 a.m., precisely. Horns
blew. Bells tolled. Cheers rang out from American positions
below. “Mopping up” skirmishes followed, but, within an hour,
the men of Easy Company had declared Suribachi secure.
Early that afternoon, some combat photographers circumvented
security outposts and climbed up to the restricted position.
They arrived at the top just in time to witness, and photograph,
an impromptu ceremony as the first, historic flag was exchanged
for a larger one.
Within a week, the Associated Press spread AP photographer Joe
Rosenthal’s triumphant picture across front pages nationwide,
accompanied by stirring headlines detailing the capture of
Suribachi. The image captivated war-weary America and was
rapturously compared with Delacroix’s painting “Liberty Leading
the People,” with Leutze’s “Washington Crossing the Delaware,”
even with Leonardo’s “Last Supper.”
In the course of the next few weeks, the story of the first flag
merged with the photo of the second one. The original flagraisers faded into anonymity while the country became obsessed
with the identities of the faceless heroes in Rosenthal’s
picture. The aesthetic power of the photo seemed to demand a
full and revised explanation of how it became to be taken. So
history was rewritten–not by conspiracy, but through partial
truths, omissions, overstatements, and poetic license. Before
long, the gallant men in Rosenthal’s photograph–by now a
Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph–came to be considered the
original heroes.
Our book simply retold the facts of the battle and sorted out
the confusion that followed. We traced the evolving myth of Iwo
Jima from John Wayne’s Sands of Iwo Jima, through the boozesoaked martyrdom of flag-raiser Ira Hayes (the hapless last
figure in the Rosenthal photograph), to the oversized colossus
of the Marine Corps Memorial near Washington. We ended with the
somber memories of the men who fought the battle and their
poignant reflections on the tragedy of war. Why did this matter?
The truth was important to the men who were there, many of whom
complained to us that their deeds had been revised for the sake
of public relations. In a larger sense, it was values such as
truth and justice for which World War II was fought, not halftruths and orchestrated sentiment.
Yes, we thought we had this story nailed: we would set the
popular misconceptions straight once and for all. What we
couldn’t foresee was that our book would embroil us in a tragicomical farce, all in the name of patriotism or outright
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nostalgia.
Shortly after publication, our account was blindsided by Richard
Harwood, The Washington Post’s ombudsman, in a review in that
newspaper that expressed outrage that we had dared to broach the
very subject of the first flag-raising. He accused us of
criticizing Rosenthal’s photo as “phony” and the men in it as
“imposters.” But we never wrote this. In fact, we went to
considerable lengths to prove that the photo was legitimate, the
men reluctant heroes who consistently said they had not dodged
bullets to raise the flag, but had simply replaced one flag with
another. Mr. Harwood assumed the true story somehow undermined
the valor of those who participated (it did not), and he set us
up as straw men for a conspiracy theory–that the deception was
planned–that the book overtly disproves.
A few weeks later, The New York Times took the same tack under
the headline: “Birth of an Icon, but an Illegitimate One.” The
review attributed to us–again falsely–allegations that the Iwo
Jima icon was “illegitimate, a fraud, a dark hoax unworthy of
the men who died in that battle.”
The review in The Times touched off a barrage of letters to the
editor. G. Greely Wells, the oft-proclaimed “man who carried the
flag” to the foot of Suribachi, got three columns of space in
The Times’s op-ed page to rebut our book–space he used to
recount, with pristine accuracy, facts that he might have read
on our Page 42. (Mr. Wells hadn’t read the book. We called him
the day that his column appeared and offered to send him one.
He replied that he had ordered one, but that it had not yet
arrived.)
Undeterred, Mr. Wells took his crusade to National Public Radio,
where Alex Chadwick of “Morning Edition” announced to the
nation’s breakfast tables that we had pronounced the Iwo Jima
photo “staged propaganda.” Had he bothered to read the book, he
might have seen the photo and caption on Page 79 that asserts
the “spontaneity” of Rosenthal’s picture.
MORE ANGRY LETTERS followed in The Times, and other newspapers
picked up the story–often assembling their opinions from
misstatements contained in the Post and Times reviews. The best
came from the West Coast: a column by William Endicott in The
Sacramento Bee titled “Can an Icon Sue for Libel?” Mr. Endicott
blasted us as leftist revisionists and tried to bury our account
by invoking his venerable father: “My dad watched from a troop
transport as the flag was hoisted, and he never forgot the sight
for as long as he lived.”
But the great moment that Endicott senior remembered was not the
one in the Rosenthal photograph. That moment occurred, that flag
was raised at 10:35 A.M. Photographed by Louis Lowery of
Leatherneck magazine, it is a forgotten footnote in history.
Once begun, distortions spread by the news media are almost
impossible to correct. The New York Times rejected no fewer than
three rebuttal letters from us. Editors called us twice to
negotiate what they might print: 100 words without reference to
any error in the Times review. In the end, even though they had
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printed six columns of misdirected attacks inspired by their
inaccurate review, the newspaper editors refused to publish
anything from us.
Ironically, our experience demonstrates precisely how the
process of patriotic myth-making works. It isn’t a conspiracy;
it isn’t orchestrated. It is a series of assumptions, a few leaps
of faith. A reviewer who’s too busy, complacent, or lazy to read
carefully and check the facts. An editor too pompous to concede
that the “Fourth Estate” might have gotten something wrong. Over
time, a story is crafted out of scraps and innuendo. This was
the very process that had led to the convolution of the Iwo Jima
story in the first place–the very web of half truths and hearsay
that we had worked so hard to untangle.
IN THE END, though, we were the ones who were wrong. We
underestimated the patriotic fervor that we had so carefully
chronicled. It is an overwhelming reverence for the heroic
feeling of the Iwo Jima myth that still renders the facts of its
birth–to some people, at least–irrelevant. Americans want
desperately for the real-life story of the heroes of Mount
Suribachi to turn out like the Duke’s heart-rending martyrdom
in Sands of Iwo Jima, when his last vision was the raising of
Old Glory amidst a shower of enemy fire. The famous War Bond
poster –“Now All Together”–made Rosenthal’s image look so real
that it had to be true. And the Marine Corps Memorial stands
proudly as the last great vestige of monumental realism in
American sculpture–big, commanding, more real that reality. In
the noble cause of celebrating our nation’s reverence for truth
and justice, Americans prefer to let reality slip by, to ignore
inconvenient facts.
But Americans’ yearning goes deeper than a willingness to
believe Hollywood formula and fantasy. It involves the
preservation of a passionate faith in the hero, a belief in the
individual’s ability to change the course of history (the valor
of Delacroix’s flag-waving “Liberty” and the resolve of Leutze’s
“Washington”), a faith now so distressingly contradicted by the
58,180 names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
We discovered an unusual phenomenon in the course of our
research: the fake flag-raisers, people who insisted they had
been in Rosenthal’s picture and had helped hoist the Stars and
Stripes over Iwo Jima. There were, and are, a lot of them.
Some Iwo vet, probably a fine Marine, spins a few Pacific yarns
in a local tavern. Over the course of years, his story takes him
from the D-Day landing, to the base of Suribachi, and on up its
sulfurous slopes, until one unfortunate evening, he tells how
he grabbed a length of metal pipe and helped his buddies hoist
Old Glory in the Pacific breeze. Before he knows it, somebody
at the next table tips off a reporter. An interview. A picture.
A story in the hometown newspaper. Then the wire services.
Another hero. And for the rest of his life, this unlucky hero
will have to go on spinning his yarn to sustain his newfound
glory.
And so what difference is there between getting caught up in a
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good story and creating a national myth?
Hardly any.

March 27, Tuesday, 1945: The Germans fired 3 V2 rockets from near The Hague. One killed 134 in London,
another 27 in Antwerp. When the 3d V2 detonated in Orpington, Kent, killing one civilian, we can be sure that
the British people would have liked to know at that time, that this was the very last V2 the Nazis were going
to be able to send across the English Channel, and that this dead civilian was the to be the very last killed by
war action in Great Britain (the cumulative score would be that V2s killed 2,855 in Great Britain and 4,483 in
Belgium — the weapon hadn’t been all that cost-effective).
ICBMS
The Japanese commanders on Iwo Jima killed themselves, thus ending organized Japanese resistance on the
island. In over a month of fighting for the island, 25,000 people had died. 200 Japanese were taken prisoner.
American troops landed on Caballo Island in Manila Bay.
Soviet troops pierced the final defensive lines at Danzig (Gdansk) and Gdynia.
Soviet authorities arrested 16 Polish underground leaders.
Francis Poulenc writes to Darius Milhaud in the United States. “The ascension of Messiaen has been the most
significant musical event. You would, in fact, find a fanatical sect surrounding this musician who, for all the
impossible literary jargon, was nevertheless remarkable.” Argentina declared war on Germany and Japan.
A symphonic allegro by Peter Mennin was performed for the initial time, in New York conducted by Leonard
Bernstein.
Army troops, supported by destroyers and motor torpedo boats and air attack, landed on Caballo Island near
Corregidor, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Carrier Essex (CV-9), by aircraft operational casualty, 25 degrees 10 minutes North, 132 degrees
5 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Adams (DM-27), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 17 minutes
North, 127 degrees 40 East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Cable layer Odate, by submarine Trigger (SS-237), East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 28, Wednesday, 1945: The Red Army captured Gdynia, Poland and Györ, Hungary, southwest of
Vienna.
American troops captured Marburg, north of Frankfurt-am-Main and Lauterbach, to the east.
United States naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper Skylark (AM-63), by mine, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
20 minutes North, 127 degrees 41 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Attack cargo ship Wyandot (AKA-92), by horizontal bomber, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minutes
North, 127 degrees 0 minutes East
Repair ship Agenor (ARL-3), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•

Coast defense vessel #33, by carrier-based aircraft, off Kyushu, Japan, 31 degrees 45 minutes
North, 131 degrees 45 minutes East
Frigate Mikura, by submarine Threadfin (SS-410), off Kyushu, Japan, 31 degrees 49 minutes
North, 131 degrees 44 minutes East
Minesweeper #11, by Army aircraft, Netherlands East Indies area, 5 degrees 6 minutes South,
119 degrees 18 minutes East
Patrol boat #108, by Army aircraft, Netherlands East Indies area, 4 degrees 15 minutes South,
119 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 29, Thursday, 1945: American troops landed on Negros, in the Philippines near Bacolod.
Soviet forces captured Kapuvar, southeast of Vienna, and crossed the border into Austria at Köszeg.
Dozens of Allied agents captured by the Germans were executed at Flossenbürg death camp.
American forces captured Frankfurt-am-Main.
Aircraft from two carrier task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) attack airfields
and shipping in the Kagoshima Bay area, Kyushu, Japan.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine chaser #192, by Army aircraft, off Formosa, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees
15 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #18, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 14 degrees 44 minutes North,
109 degrees 16 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #84, by submarine Hammerhead (SS-364), South China Sea, 14 degrees
30 minutes North, 109 degrees 16 minutes East
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•

Coast defense vessel #130, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 14 degrees 44 minutes North,
109 degrees 16 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 30, Friday, 1945: Indian troops took Kyaukse, south of Mandalay.
Soviet forces captured Danzig (Gdansk).
At Ravensbrück, Jewish women being led to execution struggled with guards. Nine escaped and were
recaptured and killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Béla Bartók completed a 3d volume of Rumanian Folk Music.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East
High-speed transport Roper (APD-20), by collision, Philippine Sea, 20 degrees 57 minutes North,
132 degrees 5 minutes East

German submarines sunk:
•
•
•

U-2340, by Army aircraft, Hamburg, Germany.
U-96, U-429, U-3508, by Army aircraft, Wilhelmshaven, Germany.
U-72, U-329, U-430, U-870, U-884, U-886, by Army aircraft, Bremen, Germany

Soviet troops captured the Polish city of Danzig. The concentration camp of Stutthof about 20 miles east of
the city had been evacuated a few weeks before, with the SS herding the 35,000 inmates in a forced march to
the west. Without food, and with little water, many had fallen dead along the way. A large group, probably
thousands, having arrived at cliffs overlooking the sea, had been machine-gunned. Only a few thousand of the
35,000 were reaching the western destination.
WORLD WAR II
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March 31, Saturday, 1945: British and Chinese troops captured Kyaukme, northeast of Mandalay, thus
clearing the Burma Road from Mandalay to Lashio.
The provisional government of Poland claims Danzig (Gdansk) as “an inseparable part of the Polish
Republic.” French troops cross the Rhine at Speyer and Germersheim, north of Karlsruhe.
Anton Webern and his wife leave their home near Vienna on foot, hoping to reach their house in Mittersill
some 300 kilometers to the west. They reach Neulengbach, on the rail line to Salzburg.
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams opened at the Playhouse Theater in New York.
American forces complete the captured of the Kerama Islands in the Ryukyus. While operating in the Ryukyus,
the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) was hit by a Kamikaze and would need to return to home port in California for
repairs.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 19 minutes East
Light minelayer Adams (DM-27), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 12 minutes
North, 127 degrees 8 minutes East
Seaplane tender (small) Coos Bay (AVP-25), by collision, Central Pacific area, 12 degrees
7 minutes North, 156 degrees 27 minutes East
Attack transport Hinsdale (APA-120), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 25 degrees
54 minutes North, 127 degrees 49 minutes East
LST724 and LST884, by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 59 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-8, by destroyers Morrison (DD-560) and Stockton (DD-646), Okinawa
area, 25 degrees 29 minutes North, 128 degrees 35 minutes East
Germany submarine sunk sometime in March: U-348, U-350, U-1167, by Army aircraft, Hamburg, Germany
WORLD WAR II
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APRIL 1945
April 1, Easter Sunday, 1945: US troops encircled German troops in the Ruhr.
The Allies took the offensive in North Italy.
Allied troops occupied Legaspi in southern Luzon.
Soviet forces captured Sopron, Hungary, south of Vienna.
Führer Adolf Hitler moved his headquarters from the Chancellery to a bunker system deep below it.
American forces linked up at Lippstadt, south of Bielefeld, trapping 325,000 German troops in the Ruhr. They
also captured Hamm, northeast of Dortmund and Paderborn, southeast of Bielefeld.
Roy Harris’ motet Alleluia for chorus and brass was performed for the initial time, in Grace Episcopal Church,
Colorado Springs.
Twenty-six B-29 Superfortresses flew a final US bombing mission from bases in India.
The US 10th Army, which included the 1st and 6th Marine divisions, achieved a 13-kilometer beachhead on
Okinawa, pointing to the difficulties ahead if the Allies were to find it necessary to conduct amphibious
assaults against Japanese home islands.
2,500 tons of Red Cross relief supplies had been transported from Portland, Oregon to Nakhodka, 100 miles
south of Vladivostok in December 1943 by 5 Soviet ships. Under an agreement between Japan and the US
which guaranteed safe passage for ships doing such relief work, Captain Hamada Matsutaro’s 11,249-ton
passenger/cargo ship Awa Maru had picked up 175 tons of these relief parcels at Nakhodka and delivered them
to American and Allied POWs in Japanese custody. In direct violation of the relief-for-POWs agreement,
however, the vessel had also been conveying crates of aircraft parts, munitions and other commodities
desperately needed by Japanese troops in Southeast Asia. American intelligence was aware of this;
nevertheless our submarines had been ordered not to torpedo it because of the relief supplies. The vessel had
been painted green and was identified with large white crosses on its sides and funnel, crosses that were
illuminated by special spotlights. This was the 3rd Japanese ship to carry out this work. Having offloaded its
cargo at various stops on its journey south, the Awa Maru had prepared in Singapore for its return journey.
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When it left Singapore on March 28, it had on board more than 2,000 Japanese officials, diplomats,
technicians, and civilians. When it stopped at Jakarta, it took on 2,500 tons of crude oil, thousands of tons of
oil-drilling machinery, tin ingots, tungsten, and rubber. However, Commander Charles E. Loughlin’s USS
Queenfish, on its 4th patrol on Easter Sunday, was lurking in the Taiwan strait through which the Awa Maru
would need to pass. At 11PM the RADAR man on the Queenfish noted a pip indicating a possible target at
17,000 yards. The Awa Maru, loaded as it was far beyond normal limits, was travelling low in the water, and
thus presented a smaller than usual radar image — an image not unlike that of a destroyer. Without seeking to
make any identification, the Queenfish sent out a fan of 4 torpedoes and this target was sunk.

In the oil slick from the sinking, the crew picked up one floater, 46-year-old Shimoda Kantaro, a 1st-class
steward. 2,003 had died, including 72 Taiwanese civilians.263
263. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(Commander Loughlin would be relieved of his command, but his court-martial would erase all charges of
wrongdoing.)
WORLD WAR II

US Marines and Army forces land on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, under cover of heavy naval gunfire and air
attack. The operation against Japanese forces was under the overall command of Admiral R.A. Spruance,
Commander Fifth Fleet. Vice Admiral R.K. Turner commands the Joint Expeditionary Force, and the troops
were commanded by Lieutenant General A.B. Buckner, USA.
Army forces were landed near Legaspi, southern Luzon, PI, under cover of naval gunfire and Army aircraft.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa landings:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Battleship West Virginia (BB-48), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), by Japanese dive bomber, 26 degrees 38 minutes North, 127 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer escort Vammen (DE-644), by mine, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees
29 minutes East
Minesweeper Skirmish (AM-303), by Japanese dive bomber, 26 degrees 33 minutes North,
127 degrees 33 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Achernar (AKA-53), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 7 minutes North,
127 degrees 45 minutes East

Attack cargo ship Tyrrell (AKA-80), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 21 minutes North,
127 degrees 45 minutes East
Attack transport Elmore (APA-42), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 41 minutes East
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Attack transport Alpine (APA-92), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 2, Monday, 1945: Soviet and Bulgarian troops took Nagykanizsa, Hungary near the Yugoslav border,
the center of the Hungarian oil fields and Kremnica, Czechoslovakia, northeast of Bratislava.
British forces captured Münster.
After travelling on foot from their home near Vienna, Anton Webern and his wife reach Mittersill near
Salzburg, soon to be joined by their three daughters.

In his underground bunker in Berlin, Führer Adolf Hitler wrote his last will and testament, pointing out in it

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
that the world “would be eternally grateful to me and to national socialism for having exterminated the Jews
in Germany and central Europe.” (This is of particular interest to me, since I am so well aware that my Smith
relatives in Olney, ILLINOIS agreed with Hitler on this point: “We may have had to fight him, but he sure
understood about the Jews,” one of my uncles once confided to me.)

Army forces supported by destroyers land on Sanga Sanga and Bangao Islands, Sulu Archipelago, Philippine
Islands.
Submarine Hardhead (SS-365) laid mines off Cape Kamao, Cochin China.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Shaw (DD-373), by grounding, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 9 degrees 36 minutes
North, 123 degrees 53 minutes East
Destroyer Franks (DD-554), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 49 minutes North, 130 degrees
1 minute East
Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), by horizontal bomber, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 17 minutes North,
127 degrees 51 minutes East
Destroyer Borie (DD-704), by collision, Okinawa area, 23 degrees 36 minutes North, 131 degrees
40 minutes East
Destroyer escort Foreman (DE-633), by dive bomber, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 11 minutes East
Attack transport Chilton (APA-38), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25 degrees
59 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack transport Henrico (APA-45), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25
degrees 59 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
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•
•
•
•

Attack transport Goodhue (APA-107), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area,
25 degrees 56 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack transport Telfair (APA-210), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25 degrees
56 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Lacerta (AKA-29), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST599, by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees
16 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Coast defense vessel #186, by carrier-based aircraft, Yellow Sea
Transport #17, by carrier-based aircraft, Yellow Sea
WORLD WAR II

April 3, Tuesday, 1945: Neva Wilson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Americans landed on Masbate Island, south of Luzon, to assist local guerrillas.
Soviet troops took Wiener Neustadt, south of Vienna.
President Edvard Benes and the Czechoslovak government arrived in Kosice from the USSR.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-71, by mine, off Borneo, 4 degrees 59 minutes
North, 119 degrees 47 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Sproston (DD-577), by dive bomber, 26 degrees 30 minutes North, 127 degrees
57 minutes East
LST554, by storm, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
Escort carrier Wake Island (CVE-65), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 5 minutes North,
128 degrees 57 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Hambleton (DMS-20), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 0 minutes
North, 127 degrees 0 minute East

German submarines sunk: U-1221, U-2542, U-3505, by Army aircraft, Kiel, Germany
WORLD WAR II
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April 4, Wednesday, 1945: The Red Army captured Bratislava.
The fascist leader of Hungary Ferenc Szálasi fled the country, taking the crown with him.
British and Canadian forces captured Osnabruck, northeast of Münster.
American troops took Kassel and Gotha, west of Erfurt. They entered the death camp at Ohrdruf and found
thousands of bodies stacked like cordwood, each having taken a bullet through the back of the head. With this,
the first close-up view of Nazi atrocities was revealed to the West.
French troops captured Karlsruhe.
The Japanese on Okinawa began to oppose the American invasion. United States naval vessel sunk: Highspeed transport Dickerson (APD-21), damaged by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area; sunk by United
States forces

United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Norman Scott (DD-690), by collision, 23 degrees 46 minutes North, 129 degrees
25 minutes East
LST70, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST166, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST343, by grounding, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
LST399, by collision, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST570, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East
LST624, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST675, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST689, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST736, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST756, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST781, by grounding, 26 degrees 23 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East

German submarines sunk: U-237, U-749, and U-3003, by Army aircraft, Kiel, Germany
WORLD WAR II
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April 5, Thursday, 1945: The 1st bombs fell on Bayreuth, some hitting Wahnfried, the home of Richard
Wagner. Much of the main house was destroyed.
Soviet troops took Mödling, near Vienna, and the home of Anton Webern (Webern himself was at Mittersill
near Salzburg).
A government of Czechoslovakia was constituted in Kosice under Prime Minister Zdenek Fierlinger.
“Independent” Slovakia, under President Jozef Tiso and Prime Minister Stefan Tiso, ceased to exist.
The new government announced the demand that all ethnic Germans and Magyars be expelled from the
country. This would be enshrined in the final Potsdam declaration.
Incidental music to Shkvarkin’s play The Last Day by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time,
in Vakhtangov Dramatic Theater, Moscow.
United States Naval Advanced Air Base, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, was established — as a representative
democracy we had a need to pretend that this island we had shed so much blood over was an island worth
having in our inventory and this was the lowest-cost method for achieving such a pretense.
The USSR denounced its neutrality treaty with Japan. Prime Minister Kuniaki Koiso of Japan and his cabinet
resigned; Admiral Suzuki became Prime Minister.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Nevada (BB-36), by coastal defense gun, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-26), by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
30 minutes North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East
Seaplane tender (destroyer) Thornton (AVD-11), by collision, Okinawa area, 24 degrees 24 minutes
North, 128 degrees 58 minutes East
Oiler Ashtabula (AO-51), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 9 minutes North, 128 degrees
47 minutes East
Oiler Escalante (AO-70), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 9 minutes North, 128 degrees
47 minutes East
Repair ship Agenor (ARL-3), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST273, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees 42 minutes East
LST646, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST698, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 24 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST810, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees 42 minutes East
LST940, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST1000, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine R0-41, by destroyer Hudson (DD-475), Okinawa area, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 126 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

NIPON

INDEX

JAPAN
April 6, Friday, 1945: The Red Army laid siege to Vienna.
Yugoslav partisans captured Sarajevo.
The City of Memphis, Tennessee banned the movie Brewster’s Millions because it “presents too much social
equality and racial mixture.”
Concerto for french horn and orchestra by Gunther Schuller was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati,
the composer himself as soloist.
the 1st heavy attack was made by Japanese Kamikaze suicide planes on United States ships at Okinawa,
Ryukyu Islands; similar attacks would persist throughout the Okinawa campaign.

United States naval vessels sunk, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Bush (DD-529), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127
degrees 48 minutes East
Destroyer Colhoun (DD-801), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 16
minutes North, 127 degrees 48 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
High-speed minesweeper Emmons (DMS-22), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26
degrees 48 minutes North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
LST447, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 9 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes
East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship North Carolina (BB-55), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
41 minutes North, 129 degrees 32 minutes East
Light carrier San Jacinto (CVL-30), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 46 minutes
North, 129 degrees 43 minutes East
Light cruiser Pasadena (CL-65), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 27 degrees 0 minute
North, 129 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Morris (DD-417), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 25 degrees 55 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
Destroyer Bennett (DD-473), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 16 minutes North,
127 degrees 48 minutes East
Destroyer Hutchins (DD-476), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Leutze (DD-481), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 28 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Mullany (DD-528), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 24 minutes North,
128 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer Harrison (DD-573), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 5 minutes North,
129 degrees 22 minutes East
Destroyer Newcomb (DD-586), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 28 minutes East
Destroyer Howorth (DD-592), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 32 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
Destroyer Haynesworth (DD-700), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 55 minutes
North, 129 degrees 29 minutes East
Destroyer Hyman (DD-731), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 45 minutes North,
127 degrees 42 minutes East
Destroyer Taussig (DD-746), by horizontal bomber, 27 degrees 7 minutes North, 128 degrees
39 minutes East
Destroyer escort Witter (DE-636), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 4 minutes
North, 127 degrees 52 minutes East
Destroyer escort Fieberling (DE-640), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48 minutes
North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Rodman (DMS-21), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48
minutes North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Harding (DMS-28), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Facility (AM-133), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Ransom (AM-283), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48 minutes
North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East
Minesweeper Defense (AM-317), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes
North, 127 degrees 31 minutes East
Minesweeper Devastor (AM-318), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 26 minutes
North, 127 degrees 40 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS 311, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 48 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS 321, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Submarine chaser PCS-1390, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Attack transport Barnett (APA-5), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
High-speed transport Daniel T. Griffin (APD-38), by collision, 25 degrees 57 N, 127 degrees
57 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Leo (AKA-60), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST241, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees
45 minutes East
LST1000, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
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•
•

Destroyer Amatsukaze, by Army aircraft, off China, 23 degrees 55 minutes North, 117 degrees
40 minutes East
Minesweeper #22, by submarine Besugo (SS-321), Netherlands East Indies area, 8 degrees
13 minutes South, 119 degrees 14 minutes East
Coast defense vessels #2 and #134, by Army aircraft, off China, 23 degrees 55 minutes North,
117 degrees 40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

April 7, Saturday, 1945: American planes attacked and destroyed a Japanese Navy suicide force, sinking one
super-battleship, one cruiser and four destroyers. Only four destroyers remain (two of them damaged). The
Okinawa mission was canceled. This was the fiinal attack by the Japanese Navy.
Admiral Kantaro Suzuki replaced Kuniaki Koiso as prime minister of Japan.
President Eduard Benes of Czechoslovakia returned to Kosice and sets up a provisional government under
Prime Minister Zdenek Fierlinger.
American troops captured Göttingen, northeast of Kassel.
US soldiers found a cache of gold and art treasures in a salt mine at Merkers. This constituted almost the entire
German gold reserve, plus millions in various currencies.
Psalm 150 op.5 for chorus and orchestra by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in Teatro
Colón, Buenos Aires.

Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M. A.Mitscher) attack Japanese naval force moving through
East China Sea toward Okinawa; the enemy battleship Yamato, 1 cruiser, and 4 destroyers were sunk.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Motor gunboat PGM-l8, by mine, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees
55 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-103, by mine, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 54 minutes
East
Motor minesweeper YMS-427, by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees
52 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attack transport Audrain (APA-59), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
22 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST698, by grounding, 26 degrees 24 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST890, by collision, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Hancock (CV-19), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 0 minute North,
130 degrees 0 minute East
Battleship Maryland (BB-46), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 29 minutes East
Destroyer Longshaw (DD-559), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 29 minutes North,
127 degrees 41 minutes East
Destroyer escort Wesson (DE-184), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48 minutes North,
127 degrees 55 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-81, by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 35 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Yamato, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 40 minutes North, 128 degrees
3 minutes East
Light cruiser Isuzu, by submarines Gabilan (SS-252) and Charr (SS-328), off Celebes, Netherlands
East Indies, 7 degrees 38 minutes South, 118 degrees 9 minutes East
Light cruiser Yahagi, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
128 degrees 3 minutes East
Destroyer Asashimo, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 31 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Hamakaze, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
128 degrees 3 minutes East
Destroyer Isokaze, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
128 degrees 3 minutes East
Destroyer Karumi, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 57 minutes North,
127 degrees 57 minutes East

German submarine sunk: U-857, by destroyer escort Gustafson (DE-182), off Cape Cod, Mass, 42 degrees
22 minutes North, 69 degrees 46 minutes West
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Japan’s 72,200-ton, 862-foot-long super battleship Yamato was the world’s largest fighting ship. It carried
9 18.1-inch guns and could win friends and influence people by hurling high explosives for a distance of
35 miles around it. As the Americans prepared to invade the island of Okinawa, Vice-Admiral Ito Seiichi’s
Yamato set out from Tokuyama with the cruiser Yahagi and 8 escort destroyers on what was well understood
to be its suicide mission. Approaching our invasion fleet without any air cover, the Yamato was soon spotted
by a US scout plane which radioed its position. Within hours an armada of 386 fighter planes and torpedo
bombers from the flight decks of the invasion fleet was engaging the approaching flotilla. After receiving
5 torpedoes and numerous bombs, the Yamato capsized at 14:23 hours off the coast of Kyushu, and 2,498 died.
There were 269 floaters. The cruiser Yahagi was also sunk with 446 deaths, and 5 of the escort destroyers were
sunk with 721 deaths. It was a good day for death.
WORLD WAR II
April 8, Sunday, 1945: Elements of the Red Army entered Vienna to German resistance.
A royal proclamation in Luang Phra Bang (Laos) announced an end to French rule.
French troops took Pforzheim, southeast of Karlsruhe.
Petros Voulgaris replaced Nikolaos Plastiras as Prime Minister of Greece.
Toccata for piano by Stefan Wolpe was performed for the initial time, at the Settlement Music School,
Philadelphia by the composer’s wife, Irma Schoenberg Wolpe.
After a week of easy advance on Okinawa, American forces were brought to a halt by Japanese defenders on
Kakazu Ridge. They cut the neck of the Motobu Peninsula. United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa
area:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Charles J. Badger (DD-657), by suicide boat, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees
39 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-92, by mine, 26 degrees 12 minutes North, 127 degrees 53 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Starr (AKA-67), by suicide boat, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East
LST939, by collision, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East
LST940, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Gregory (DD-802), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 7 minutes North, 128 degrees
39 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
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•

Submarine chaser #101, by naval gunfire, Netherlands East Indies area, 4 degrees 43 minutes
South, 122 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 9, Monday, 1945: American troops land on Jolo Island in the Sulu Archipelago, Philippines.
After four days of heavy fighting, Soviet forces captured Königsberg (Kaliningrad).
The Allies renewed their attacks on the Gothic Line across the River Senio in northern Italy. Taking part were
soldiers from Great Britain, the United States, Poland, India, New Zealand, South Africa, and Brazil, as well
as Jewish volunteers.
Soviet troops reach the center of Vienna.
American forces took Essen.
Pastor Dietrich Bonhoffer and five others were hanged by the Nazis at Flossenburg.
The Mauthausen concentration camp was evacuated.
GERMANY
A US shipload of bombs exploded at Bari, Italy and not fewer than 360 died.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Army troops supported by destroyer gunfire and air strikes land on Jolo in the Sulu Archipelago, Philippine
Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Escort carrier Chenango (CVE-28), by crash of friendly aircraft.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Sterett (DD-407), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 47 minutes North, 128 degrees
42 minutes East
Destroyer Porterfield (DD-682), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 34 minutes
North, 128 degrees 28 minutes East
High-speed transport Hopping (APD-51), by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 15 minutes North,
127 degrees 55 minutes East
LST557, by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-46, by destroyers Mertz (DD-691) and Monssen (DD-798), Okinawa area,
26 degrees 9 minutes North, 130 degrees 21 minutes East
Minesweeper #3, by submarine Parche (SS-384), off Japan, 39 degrees 6 minutes North,
141 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 10, Tuesday, 1945: Allied troops captured Massa, southeast of La Spezia.
Hanover fell to the Allies.
American pilots shot down 14 German jets over Oranienburg.
Former Chancellor Franz von Papen was captured by American soldiers in the Ruhr.
William Schuman’s ballet Undertow, to a story by Tudor, was performed for the initial time, in the
Metropolitan Opera House of New York City.
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Professor Albert Einstein retired and assumed the title Professor Emeritus.

Dr. Robert S. Stone injected his “expected casualty,” the black truckdriver Ebb Cade who had been rendered
comatose in a bad highway crash, with 1,030 rems of Plutonium239, which was 41.2 times the total amount of
radiation that a typical individual would receive in a lifetime. Cade had become the first patient out of 18 –not
all of whom the DOE has completely identified– to be thus injected.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

(Dr. Robert S. Stone would get all upset and concerned when he learned later that his patient had survived both
the auto accident injuries and his injection, and had left the hospital without the doctor’s having had the
opportunity to conduct follow-up tests on bodily Pt239 levels.)
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

American forces took Mauban, north of Lucena, Luzon.
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US Army troops supported by naval bombardment and carrier aircraft land on Tsuken Shima, off east coast of
Okinawa.
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-96, by collision, 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 48 minutes
East
Submarine chaser SC-661, by grounding, 26 degrees 11 minutes North, 127 degrees 55 minutes
East
LST449, by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Missouri (BB-63), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees
0 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), by dive bomber, 26 degrees 50 minutes North, 130 degrees
30 minutes East
Destroyer Trathen (DD-530), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 27 degrees 13 minutes
North, 130 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer Hale (DD-642), by dive bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 120 degrees 0 minutes East
Destroyer Bullard (DD-660), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Kidd (DD-661), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Hank (DD-702), by aerial strafing, 27 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees 0 minutes
East
Destroyer escort Manlove (DE-36), by aerial strafing, 26 degrees 12 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer escort Samuel S. Miles (DE-183), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 12 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Attack transport Berrien (APA-61), by collision, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees
43 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Leo (AKA-60), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST399, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST
CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS
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THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO

EVENT E.

April 12, Thursday, 1945: On the island of Okinawa, Japanese defenders began a ground counterattack that
would fail. Meanwhile, however 185 Kamikazes (Zero fighters with a bomb in the nose, without landing gear)
and eight Okas (rocket-powered bombs steered by humans) attacked American ships in the vicinity, sinking
two vessels and damaging twelve.
Indian troops took Kyaukpadaung in Burma, north of Rangoon.
The US President succumbed to a massive cerebral hemorrhage at Warm Springs, Georgia. His bodily failure
had undoubtedly been hastened by smoking and drinking.

The Vice President, Harry S Truman, was of course sworn in as the 33d president of the United States of
America immediately upon the demise of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.264 In the White House, President
Truman’s bathtub would have a hidden message carved in glass on the backside which would read: “In this tub
bathes the man whose heart is always clean and serves his people truthfully” (the originator of this sentiment,
a glass carver, had been commissioned to design the glass panels of five such tubs).
H.L. Mencken would comment, about the fallen leader, that FDR had possessed every quality that morons
esteem in their heroes.
Helen Clarke Grimes the relentless diarist of Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode
Island made a final note about our World War II leadership, for her diary:

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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I never admired the President when he was alive and will not
mourn him at his passing. Frankly, the eulogies make me sick.
However, it would have been well if he had lasted out this term
for which he strove so hard, as I have no faith in Vice Pres.
Truman.
German and Croatian defenses collapsed along the River Sava.
American forces crossed the River Elbe near Magdeburg, west of Berlin. They occupied Braunschweig, Essen,
and Erfurt.
French troops took Baden-Baden.
At his home in Garmisch, Richard Strauss completed the score to his “Metamorphosen.”
The Allies liberated the concentration camps at Buchenwald and Belsen.
GERMANY

Wilson in Hell
(written in 1942)265
Roosevelt died and met Wilson; who said, “I blundered into it
Through honest error, and conscience cut me so deep that I died
In the vain effort to prevent future wars. But you
Blew on the coal-bed, and when it kindled you deliberately
Sabotaged every fire-wall that even the men who denied
My hope had built. You have too much murder on your hands. I will not
Speak of the lies and connivings. I cannot understand the Mercy
That permits us to meet in the same heaven. — Or is this my hell?”

264. For the previous presidential election, Franklin Delano Roosevelt versus Thomas Dewey, the Democrats had accepted their
winner Roosevelt for an unprecedented 4th nomination, but had refused Henry Wallace of Iowa as a repeat running mate on account
of views that they considered “ultra” liberal. The compromise choice for Veep had settled on a machine politician from a center of
corruption in America, Kansas City, Missouri, who had made quite a name for himself by investigating war profiteers. Who could
have imagined that a month after this inauguration, Roosevelt would be in the ground and it would be this supremely simpleminded
machine politician who would be pushing all the buttons as the President of the United States of America?

265. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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— Robinson Jeffers
Roosevelt died and met Wilson; who said,
“I blundered into it
Through honest error, and conscience cut me
so deep that I died
In the vain effort to prevent future wars.
But you
Blew on the coal-bed, and when it kindled
you deliberately
Sabotaged every fire-wall that even the men
who denied
My hope had built. You have too much murder
on your hands. I will not
Speak of the lies and connivings. I cannot
understand the Mercy
That permits us to meet in the same heaven.
— Or is this my hell?”

United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Mannert L. Abele (DD-733), by piloted bomb, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 25 minutes
North, 126 degrees 59 minutes East
LST493, by grounding, off Plymouth, England, 50 degrees 20 minutes North, 4 degrees 9 minutes
West

United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•

•
•

Battleship New Mexico (BB-40), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
31 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East
Battleship Idaho (BB-42), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 26 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East

Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 0
minute East
Destroyer Stanly (DD-478), by Japanese Kamikaze piloted bomb, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 17 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Purdy (DD-734), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees
50 minutes East
Destroyer Zellars (DD-777), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 17 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
Destroyer escort Riddle (DE-185), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer escort Rall (DE-304), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 36 minutes North, 127 degrees
39 minutes East
Destroyer escort Walter G. Wann (DE-412), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 17 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer escort Whitehurst (DE-634), by Japanese Kamikaze 26 degrees 4 minutes North,
127 degrees 12 minutes East
Light minelayer Lindsey (DM-32), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 28 minutes North,
127 degrees 15 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Jeffers (DMS-27), by Japanese Kamikaze plane and piloted bomb,
26 degrees 50 North, 126 degrees 35 minutes East
Minesweeper Gladiator (AM-319), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 5 minutes North,
127 degrees 35 minutes East
Gasoline tanker Wabash (AOG-4), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 0 minutes
East
Attack cargo ship Wyandot (AKA-92), by collision, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East
LST555, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 13, Friday, 1945: Without the awareness of the Japanese people, Prime Minister Suzuki broadcast
condolences to the United States of America in regard to the unexpected demise of their President. Secretary
of War Henry Stimson informed new US President Harry S Truman (who had been kept entirely in the dark in
regard to a great many things during the hegemony of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, presumably
because this aristocrat thought very little of such a person when he thought of him at all) of the existence of
the Manhattan Project to develop an atomic bomb.
In a large grain-storage barn in a field on the Isenschnibbe estate near the town of Gardelegen, north of
Magdeburg in Sachsen-Anhalt, Germany, a radical simplification of the human population was underway.
Earlier in the day a trainload of slaves being evacuated from camps in the Mittelbau-Dora complex around the
town of Nordhausen had arrived at Letzingen railway station near Gardelegen. The slaves had marched from
there to the military barracks of the Remonte-Schule, a training establishment for cavalry horses on Bismarker
Strasse, Gardelegen. Meanwhile a 2nd train had arrived at the small station in nearby Mieste with 1,400 slaves
from the “Mittelbau” camps of Rottelberode and Stempeda. As they were being offloaded from the train
hundreds were collapsing from hunger and thirst and being shot. (American soldiers would dig up 86 such
corpses in the station vicinity.) At the airfield near the town there was a Luftwaffe Paratroop unit, which took
control. In a small wood behind the station the Germans executed 104 into three large pits. In the afternoon a
group of around 1,050 were marched to a brick-walled barn standing in a field. When the prisoners were inside
the doors were closed and the SS guards and the Kapos poured gasoline. Hand grenades were thrown in and
the barn set on fire. Those who attempted to rush the doors were shot. There are some interesting photos of
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guys who managed to claw out little holes between the stones of the foundation in order to get a last breath of
fresh air while they were burning. When this area would be liberated on the next day by the US 102nd Infantry
Division, German men in business suits would be required by the Americans to carry the corpses with their
bare hands, with the use of gloves not permitted. Today, at the Gardelegen Memorial Site, there is a brick wall
containing the doorway through which the laborers had entered the barn. A memorial plaque commemorates
1,016. Above each grave is a white cross marked “Unbekannt” (Unknown).
American forces on Okinawa reached Hedo Point.
In Manila Bay, American troops landed at Fort Drum, poured 5,000 gallons of fuel into the fortifications, and
set them alight — torching the entire Japanese garrison.
After five days of fighting, Soviet forces completed their capture of Vienna.
American troops took Jena and Bamberg.
Grand Duchess Charlotte returned to Luxembourg almost five years after her departure.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Connolly (DE-306), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa
area, 26 degrees 55 minutes North, 126 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 14, Saturday, 1945: Americans took Calauag, Luzon, east of Lucena.
Allied troops captured Vergato, south of Bologna.
United States troops entered Bayreuth which, fortunately, was not defended by the Germans.
The Berlin Philharmonic and the Singakademie perform Ein deutsches Requiem by Johannes Brahms in the
ruins of Berlin Philharmonic Hall.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Gunboat PGM-11, by grounding, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 27 minutes East
LST241, by collision, 14 degrees 38 minutes North, 140 degrees 19 minutes East
Battleship New York (BB-34), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
Destroyer Sigsbee (DD-502), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 15 minutes North, 130 degrees
25 minutes East
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Destroyer Dashiell (DD-659), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 15 minutes North, 130 degrees
25 minutes East.
Destroyer Hunt (DD-674), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 15 minutes North, 130 degrees
25 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Frigate Nomi, by submarine Tirante (SS-420), East China Sea, 33 degrees 25 minutes North,
126 degrees 15 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #31, by submarine Tirante (SS-420), East China Sea, 33 degrees 25 minutes
North, 126 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 15, Sunday, 1945: Indian troops captured Taungdwingyi, north of Rangoon.
The Bulgarian government ordered the collectivization of agriculture.
American forces captured Leuna, south of Halle.
Prime Minister Tito of Yugoslavia claimed Istria and Trieste and demanded reparations from Italy.
Canadians captured Arnhem.
GERMANY
British troops liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. By coincidence the 3 soldiers manning the 1st
tank into the camp happened to be Jews. As the British needed to move on, they left the camp in control of the
1,500 Hungarian guards, and over the next 48 hours the Hungarians killed 83 of the prisoners.
ANTISEMITISM
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked airfields and aircraft on the ground
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in southern Kyushu, Japan; strike would be repeated on the following day.
After a cruiser and destroyer bombardment and air attack, the US Army landed troops on Carabao Island at
the entrance to Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Submarine CHARR (SS-328) lays mines off the Malay Peninsula.
The body of Franklin Delano Roosevelt was interred at the family home in Hyde Park.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Wilson (DD-408), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer Laffey (DD-724), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees
50 minutes East
Oiler Taluga (AO-61), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 26 minutes
East
Motor minesweeper YMS-331, by Japanese Kamikaze boat, 26 degrees 15 minutes North,
127 degrees 36 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine RO-64, by mine, Japanese waters, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees
16 minutes East
Submarine RO-67, by mine, Japanese waters, 34 degrees 0 minutes North, 133 degrees 0 minutes
East
Frigate Mokuto, by mine, Japanese waters, 33 degrees 53 minutes North, 131 degrees 3 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II
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April 16, Monday, 1945: Army forces covered by naval gunfire and carrier aircraft landed on Ie Shima,
Ryukyu Islands.
Fighting in northern Okinawa virtually ended as American forces captured Mt. Yaetake.
Carrier Boxer (CV-21), was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
Americans landed on Fort Frank and found it abandoned, thus ending the conquest of islands in Manila Bay.
British forces took Taungup, northwest of Rangoon.
At 5AM the Red Army began its final offensive on Berlin by firing 500,000 shells, rockets, and mortar bombs.
They drove west from a 320-kilometer front along the River Oder.
American pilots shot down the last usable German jets.
American troops liberated Fallingbostel and Colditz POW camps.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Pringle (DD-477), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 26 minutes North,
126 degrees 59 minutes East
Submarine Kara (SS-369), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 37 minutes North, 131 degrees
14 minutes East

•

Battleship Missouri (BB-63), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Bryant (DD-665), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 5 minutes North, 128 degrees
13 minutes East
Destroyer McDermut (DD-677), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 27 degrees 30 minutes
North, 130 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer escort Bowers (DE-637), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 52 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Hobson (DMS-26), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 26 minutes North,
126 degrees 59 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Harding (DMS-28), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 42 minutes
North, 127 degrees 25 minutes East

•
•
•
•
•
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•

Minesweeper Champion (AM-314), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
128 degrees 0 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #73, by submarine Sunfish (SS-281), off Honshu, Japan,
39 degrees 36 minutes North, 142 degrees 5 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-880, by destroyer escorts Frost (DE-144) and Stanton (DE-247), North Atlantic area, 47 degrees
53 minutes North, 30 degrees 26 minutes West.
U-1235, by destroyer escorts Frost (DE-144) and Stanton (DE-247), North Atlantic area,
47 degrees 54 minutes North, 30 degrees 25 minutes West
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Soviet troops began their final attack on Berlin; American soldiers entered Nürnberg.
GERMANY
The 5,230-ton passenger/cargo ship SS Goya of the Hamburg America Line had been taken over by the
German Navy to assist in evacuations from the Hela Peninsula in the Bay of Danzig (“Germany’s Dunkirk,”
during which almost 2,000,000 Germans including some 700,000 soldiers were returned to the homeland).
This vessel had taken on board the remnants of the 35th Tank Regiment, and thousands of refugees. While still
60 miles off the port of Stolpe near Cape Rozewie, it was engaged by Captain Vladimir Konovalov’s L-3,
which sent out a couple of tin fish and caught the Goya amidships.

The ship broke and in about 4 minutes the pieces went under. Of an estimated 6,385 that had been on board,
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183 would be floaters. For this Captain Konovalov would become a “Hero of the Soviet Union.”

WORLD WAR II
April 17, Tuesday, 1945: Americans land on Mindanao at Cotabatu.
Soviet troops took Zisterdorf, northeast of Vienna and Seelow, east of Berlin.
American bombers strike Dresden for the sixth time. Elsewhere, American planes destroy 752 German
airplanes on the ground, virtually the last of the Luftwaffe.
Allied forces took Argenta, west of Bologna.
Germans in the Ruhr begin to surrender in large numbers.
Army forces were landed near Malabang, Parang, and Cotabato on Mindanao, Philippine Islands by naval
attack group (Rear Admiral A.G. Noble); landings were supported by cruiser and destroyer gunfire and air
attack.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Benham (DD-796), by Japanese Kamikaze and accidentally by United States naval
gunfire, Okinawa area, 24 degrees 1 minute North, 132 degrees 32 minutes East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine RO-56, by submarine Sea Owl (SS-405), Central Pacific area, 19
degrees 17 minutes North, 166 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 18, Wednesday, 1945: War Correspondent Ernie Pyle was killed by enemy fire on Okinawa.
325,000 German troops surrounded in the Ruhr surrender (their commander, Field Marshall Walther Model,
killed himself).
American troops captured Magdeburg and cross the border into Czechoslovakia. As US soldiers reach
Magdeburg, German units in the city, including Private Hans Werner Henze were hurriedly evacuated towards
Berlin.
Lejaren Hiller got married with Elizabeth Halsey in Elkton, Maryland.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Light cruiser Mobile (CL-63), by explosion, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes
East
Light minelayer Tolman (DM-28), by grounding, 26 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
LST929, by collision, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-56, by aircraft from light carrier Bataan (CVL-29) and by destroyers
Heermann (DD-532), Mccord (DD-534), Uhlmann (DD-687), Mertz (DD-691), and Collett (DD-730),
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 130 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 20, Friday, 1945: American forces completed the conquest of the Motobu Peninsula and most of the
northern part of Okinawa.
11AM. On Führer Adolf Hitler 56th birthday, Soviet artillery began pounding Berlin.
Soviet troops took Prötzel, east of Berlin.
On approximately this day, as Soviet troops set the town of Neubrandenburg aflame, approximately 600
German civilians committed suicide.
American forces occupied Nürnberg, taking 17,000 prisoners.
Allied bombers did a final carpet bombing of Berlin.
French forces cleared Bordeaux of German resistance.
With British troops only a few kilometers away, 20 Russian POWs and 20 Jewish children were hanged by the
Germans at Bullenhuser Damm, near Neuengamme, Netherlands.
ANTISEMITISM
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French troops captured Royan, northwest of Bordeaux.
Sonatina for piano by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Prague.
Two works by Vincent Persichetti were performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia: Pastoral op.21 for
woodwind quintet, and Fables op.23 for speaker and orchestra by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the
initial time, in Philadelphia.
Army troops supported by naval vessels and Army aircraft landed on Catanduanes Island, Philippine Islands.
Submarine Guitarro (SS-363) laid mines off northeast coast of Sumatra, Netherlands East Indies.
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces:
•
•
•

Battleship Colorado (BB-45), by explosion, Okinawa area 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Ammen (DD-527), by horizontal bomber, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 13 minutes North,
128 degrees 16 E.
Submarine chaser SC-737, by grounding, Sulu Sea, 9 degrees 45 minutes North, 118 degrees
44 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 22, Sunday, 1945: Japanese resistance on Jolo Island in the Philippines ends.
Indian forces occupied Toungoo, north of Rangoon.
Fearful that they were about to be killed, 600 of the 1,000 remaining prisoners (Serbs and Jews) in Jasenovac
concentration camp, southwest of Zagreb, rose in revolt. About 500 were killed but 80 managed to escape.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops reach Treuenbrietzen, southwest of Berlin, and a POW camp. They also captured Jüterbog, south
of the capital.
Swiss Red Cross representatives bring food to Mathausen death camp and were allowed to took out 817
prisoners.
French troops captured Stuttgart and drove to the Swiss border.
Allied troops captured Modena.
String Quartet no.12 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in the National Gallery of Art,
Washington.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

Minesweeper Swallow (AM-65), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes
North, 127 degrees 12 minutes East
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Submarine chaser SC-1019, by grounding, Yucatan Channel 21 degrees 28 minutes North,
84 degrees 30 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oiler Winooski (A0-38), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 21 minutes North,
124 degrees 13 minutes East
Destroyer Flusser (DD-368), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 21 minutes North,
124 degrees 13 East
Destroyer Hudson (DD-475), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 0 minutes North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Wadsworth (DD-516), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes
North, 126 degrees 24 minutes East
Destroyer Isherwood (DD-520), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes
North, 127 degrees 28 minutes East
Light minelayer Shea (DM-30), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
127 degrees 0 minutes East
Minesweeper Ransom (AM-283), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes
North, 127 degrees 28 minutes East
Minesweeper Gladiator (AM-319), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes
North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East

German submarine sunk: U-518, by destroyer escorts Carter (DE-112) and Neal A. Scott (DE-769), North
Atlantic area, 43 degrees 26 minutes North, 38 degrees 23 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 25, Wednesday, 1945: Tema y variaciones op.100 for harp and piano by Joaquín Turina was performed
for the initial time, in the Circulo Medina de Madrid.
Secretary of War Henry Stimson and General Leslie Groves presented to President Harry S Truman the details
of the Manhattan Project to develop an nuclear weapon. President Truman delivered a radio address from
Washington DC, opening a conference being held in San Francisco to create the charter for a new, permanent
world organization, a United Nations.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Indian troops took Salin, northwest of Rangoon.
Shortly after noon, a few Soviet and American soldiers met near the village of Leckwith and then near Stehla.
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Shortly after 4PM, large numbers of Soviet (58th Russian Guards Division) and American (69th Division)
troops met at Torgau on the River Elbe, cutting the German Army in two.
Soviet forces completed their encirclement of Berlin.
While Allied forces captured Mantua, Parma and Verona, a general uprising of Italian partisans took place
behind the German lines, especially in Milan and Genoa. The Gestapo shot six Jews in Cuneo.
ANTISEMITISM
Hermann Göring, inspired by several SS gun barrels pointed in his direction, resigned all his positions.
Allied bombers destroyed Berchtesgaden, Führer Adolf Hitler’s Alpine retreat.
The French began to uncover mass graves of Jews in Württemberg.
The liberation of Dachau.
Carrier-based aircraft bombed enemy installations on Okino Daito Jima, Ryukyu Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Escort carrier Steamer Bay (CVE-87), by collision, 24 degrees 48 minutes North, 131 degrees
58 minutes East
Destroyer Hale (DD-642), by collision, 24 degrees 48 minutes North, 131 degrees 58 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-109, by high-speed transport Horace A. Bass (APD-124), Philippine Sea area,
21 degrees 58 minutes North, 129 degrees 35 minutes East
Minesweeper #41, by submarine Cod (SS-224), off China, 25 degrees 53 minutes North,
121 degrees 8 minutes East

German submarine sunk: U-1107, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-103), English Channel, 48 degrees 12
minutes North, 5 degrees 42 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Thursday, 1945: United States Destroyer Hutchins (DD-476) was damaged by a depth charge in
operations against Japanese forces near Okinawa, at 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 49 minutes
East.
American troops landed on the southwest of Negros Island in the Philippines.
While attempting to reach Switzerland, Duce Benito Mussolini and his mistress, Clara Petacci, were
discovered and taken prisoner at dawn by Italian partisans near Dongo.
As Soviet troops fought their way into Tempelhof, their comrades captured Stettin (Szczecin) and Brno.

JEWS
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American troops captured Regensburg and entered Austria.
British forces captured Bremen.
French troops reached Lake Constance.
Henri Pétain was arrested as he traveled from Switzerland into France.
Kapitän Heinrich Bertram’s 27,561-ton Cap Arcona (which before the war had been a German luxury liner)
was anchored in Lubeck Bay along with the Thielbeck and Athen. On board the ships were approximately
7,000 prisoners from the Nazi concentration camps at Neuengamme and Danzig, about half of them being
Russian and Polish POWs who were being evacuated ahead of the advancing British forces. When these
prisoners had arrived at the port of Lubeck they had been loaded onto the 1,936-ton Athen to be ferried out to
the Cap Arcona, but at first the captain of that vessel had been most uncooperative, protesting that his ship
could accommodate only 700. They had to threaten to have him executed, before he allowed the 7,000
prisoners to be herded down into the holds. There were 500 SS guards. When the Athen had finished this
ferrying, it took back about 2,000 from the Cap Arcona and then the Athen was run up against the quay at
Neustadt and a white flag was put up. In the harbor, the 21,046-ton liner Deutschland was being converted into
a hospital ship. The ships in the harbor were engaged by Royal Air Force bombers of 83 Group, 2nd Tactical
Air Force. The Typhoons of 184 Squadron from Hustedt attacked 1st, hitting the ships with their rockets. Then
Group Captain Johnny Baldwin’s 198 Squadron from Plantlünne came in (this was the guy who had led the
attack on Rommel’s staff car on July 17, 1944). Then 263 Squadron from Ahlhorn came in and attacked the
Deutschland (its crew immediately abandoned the defenseless vessel). Then 197 Squadron from Ahlhorn
came in and attacked the empty Deutschland. It burned and, after 4 hours, turned over and went down. The
Cap Arcona, with nearly 4,500 POWs trapped in its holds, lay on its side partly submerged and burning. Some
of these prisoners were able to break out and jump into the harbor, and of these about 350 made it to the shore.
The Thielbeck, a smouldering hulk, sank 45 minutes later and of its 2,800 POWs, 50 lived. The death rate was
very high because there were SS units stationed along the shore, machinegunning these POWs as they tried to
get clear of the burning and sinking prison ships. Only those wearing the SS uniform, about 400 at most, were
allowed to come up out of the water. More than 6,000 died in this harbor on this day. The RAF pilots would
not learn until 1975 that they had been attacking their own allies. Bodies washed ashore for weeks, and were
buried in a mass grave at Neustadt in Holstein. For nearly three decades parts of skeletons would be being
washed ashore. The latest one to be found was found by a 12-year old boy in 1971 — and we can trust that
this lad was able to draw some correct inferences from his discovery.266
266. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(Max Pauly, who had been the Commandant of the Neuengamma concentration camp, would be convicted of
war crimes and hanged in Hamelin Goal.)
WORLD WAR II
April 27, Friday, 1945: American forces secure Maeda Ridge on Okinawa.
American troops took Baguio in northern Luzon.
Soviet troops occupied Prenzlau and Angermünde, west of Stettin (Szczecin).
1,000 Jews who had been forced to march from Buchenwald for nearly two weeks were killed by their guards
with machine guns and grenades at the Marienbad railroad station.
ANTISEMITISM
Allied forces occupied Genoa. Most of the city was already in the hands of partisans.
Karl Renner was appointed by the occupying powers to constitute a government for Austria.
While staying at the house of his in-laws on Lake Starnberg, Karl Amadeus Hartmann witnessed 20,000
prisoners from Dachau being marched past shortly before the arrival of the American army. This would inspire
his second piano sonata which he would inscribe with the words “Unending was the line — unending was the
misery — unending was the suffering.” Montparnasse and Hyde Park, both for voice and piano by Francis
Poulenc to words of Apollinaire, were performed for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris, the composer
himself at the keyboard.
A number of US naval vessels were damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Wichita (CA-45), by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees
50 minutes East
Destroyer Ralph Talbot (DD-390), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
128 degrees 0 minutes East
Destroyer William D. Porter (DD-579), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort England (DE-635), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
High-speed transport Rathburne (APD-25), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 26 minutes North,
127 degrees 36 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 28, Saturday, 1945: United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Lang (DD-399), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 11 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer Wadsworth (DD-516), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 47 minutes
North, 126 degrees 38 minutes East

Destroyer Daly (DD-519), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 16 minutes East
Destroyer Twiggs (DD-591), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 16 minutes East
Destroyer Bennion (DD-662), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 26 minutes North,
127 degrees 51 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Butler (DMS-29), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0
minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Hospital ship Comfort (AH-6), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 30 minutes
North, 127 degrees 40 minutes East
Hospital transport Pinkney (APH-2), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 0 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-329; by mine, off Tarakan, Borneo, 3 degrees 14 minutes North,
117 degrees 42 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, off Honshu:
•
•
•

Submarine chaser #17, by submarine Springer (SS-414), 32 degrees 34 minutes North, 128 degrees
52 minutes East
Repair ship Hatsushima, by submarine Sennet (SS-408), 33 degrees 58 minutes North, 136 degrees
17 minutes East
Transport #146, by submarine Trepang (SS-412), 32 degrees 24 minutes North, 128 degrees
40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 29, Sunday, 1945: British forces reached Pegu, Burma (Myanmar) just as early monsoons began. They
also took Allanmyo, northwest of Rangoon. Indians took Nyaunglebim, northeast of the capital.
Soviet troops reached Potsdam Station, while others captured Anklam, northwest of Stettin (Szczecin).
An instrument effecting the surrender of almost a million Germans in Italy was signed in Caserta, ending the
war on the peninsula.
Allied troops entered Milan and Venice.
An all-party provisional government for Austria was set up under Karl Renner.
Italian partisans turned Ezra Pound over to the United States Army.
The RAF dropped 6,000 tons of supplies into German-occupied Netherlands.
Shortly after 3PM American soldiers entered Dachau death camp, northwest of München. They found 33,000
prisoners and a garrison of 560 SS. The Americans were so horrified by what they found that they killed some
of the guards. The balance were killed by the inmates.
A Quartet Movement in F by Antonin Dvorák was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of Prague
Radio, 64 years after it was composed.
Seven of Les chants de Nectaire for flute op.198 by Charles Koechlin were performed for the initial time, in
the Grand Amphithéâtre de la Sorbonne.
Zwei Lieder aus Gedichten von Berthold Viertel by Stefan Wolpe was performed for the initial time, in New
York.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

•
•

Destroyer Hazelwood (DD-531), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 2 minutes
North, 129 degrees 59 minutes East
Destroyer Haggard (DD-555), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 1 minute
North, 129 degrees 40 minutes East

Light minelayer Shannon (DM-25), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-26), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
47 minutes North, 128 42 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-51, by mine, off Tarakan, Borneo, 3 degrees 18 minutes North,
117 degrees 33 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-44, by aircraft (VC-92) from escort carrier Tulagi (CVE-72),
Philippine Sea, 24 degrees 15 minutes North, 131 degrees 16 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 30, Monday, 1945: 2:30PM. Sgt. Kantariya of the Red Army placed the Red Banner on the Second floor
of the Reichstag. By 10:50PM it would fly from the roof.
As Soviet soldiers entered the town of Neustrelitz, 681 of its civilians committed suicide.
American troops reached Garmisch and intended to billet themselves in a large villa. Answering their knock,
an 80-year-old man opened the door and announced, “I am Richard Strauss, the composer of Der
Rosenkavalier and Salome.” The officer in charge recognized Strauss who invited them in and offered them
wine and food. The soldiers did not to disturb the composer’s privacy and proceeded to take over another
house.
American forces captured München and Turin.
Yugoslav forces entered Trieste battling German defenders.
3:30PM. After Herr und Frau Führer Adolf Hitler entered Hitler’s room in the Berlin bunker and closed the
door, Eva took poison. Shortly thereafter Adolf shot himself in the head.
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz proclaimed himself head of the German state.
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces:
•
•
•

Destroyer Jenkins (DD-447), by mine, off Tarakan, Borneo, 3 degrees 12 minutes North,
117 degrees 37 minutes East
Destroyer Bennion (DD-662), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 26 minutes
North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East
Minelayer Terror (CM-5), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 18 minutes East

German submarines sunk:
•

U-548, by destroyer escorts Thomas (DE-102), Bostwick (DE-103), Coffman (DE-191), and frigate
Natchez (PF-2), off Virginia, 36 degrees 34 minutes North, 74 degrees 0 minute West
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•

U-1055, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-63), west of France, 48 degrees 0 minute North,
6 degrees 30 minutes West

German submarines sunk sometime in April by United States Army and British aircraft:
•
•
•

U-677 U-906, U-982, U-3525, Baltic area.
U-1131, U-1227, U-2516, Kiel, Germany.
U-2532, U-2537, Hamburg, Germany
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In the bunker under the Reich Chancellery gardens in Berlin, Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun were wed267 and
then offed themselves with cyanide capsule and pistol. Adolf had lately been reading in Thomas Carlyle’s
FREDERICK THE GREAT, but we don’t know the point he had reached or the conclusions he was drawing from
this review — maybe he had just been killing time. Then their corpses were mostly burned in the courtyard,
using precious gasoline. (What remained after the gasoline fire would be buried in secret. The remains would
then be exhumed and reburied in secret in another location. The remains would then be re-exhumed and
cremated. The Russians would recover some pieces of Hitler’s corpse — enough to resolve lingering doubts
by proving the guy was actually dead without even needing to have a stake driven through his heart. The
Russians still possess a piece of this guy’s skull, for all the good it will ever do them.)
WORLD WAR II

To the US military authorities in Pisa, Ezra Pound was characterizing Hitler as a martyr, and paralleling him
with Joan of Arc. While sleeping on the concrete floor of a 10- foot-square by 7-foot-high steel cage, the poet
would produce the PISAN CANTOS (LXVIV-LXXXIV), in which the influence of Benito Mussolini is

267. Would she have a tombstone that reads “Wife of the Führer for one Day”?
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MAY 1945
May 2, Wednesday, 1945: A message on a prison roof in Rangoon: “Japs Gone.”
German forces in Italy surrendered.
The commander of the German troops in Berlin surrendered. Soviet troops completed their mopping up in
Berlin.
British and Indian troops entered Rangoon (Yangon) without resistance, also capturing Prome and Pegu
(Bago).
Soviet commander Marshal Zhukov accepts the surrender of Berlin. Soviet troops captured Rostock on the
Baltic.
British forces reach Lübeck and Wismar on the Baltic Sea, cutting off Germans in Denmark and Norway.
Canadian troops took Oldenburg, west of Bremen.
Pierre Laval and other former members of the Vichy government arrived in Barcelona aboard a German plane.
Spanish authorities intern them pending a decision on their status.
The Portuguese government ordered all flags flown at half-staff to mourn the death of Führer Adolf Hitler.
The German army in Italy abides by the Caserta agreement and ceases hostilities at noon.
Johann Ludwig Graf Schwerin von Krosigk becomes head of an interim German government at Flensburg.
The Allies had freed Germany from the grip of the Nazis!
United States naval vessels damaged, Tarakan area, Borneo:
•
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-334, by coastal defense gun, 3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees
40 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-363, by mine, 3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees 32 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-364, by coastal defense gun, 3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees
32 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Ojika, by submarine Springer (SS-414), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees 58
minutes North, 122 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 3, Thursday, 1945: The remaining German troops handed over the concentration camp at Theresienstadt
JEWS
to the International Red Cross.
Allied forces captured Davao on Mindanao.
Aceh rebels wipe out a Japanese outpost at Pandrah.
American forces reach Innsbruck.
New Zealand troops occupied Trieste.
British forces entered Hamburg unopposed, and Kiel, home of the German fleet.
Queen Wilhelmina and Crown Princess Juliana arrived in liberated areas of the Netherlands to took up
temporary residence.
Dark Brother for baritone, viola, chromelodeon, kithara and Indian drum by Harry Partch to words of Wolfe,
was performed for the initial time, in Madison, Wisconsin. Also premiered was Partch’s I’m very happy to be
able to tell you about this... for soprano, baritone, kithara, and Indian drum.
Army forces land at Santa Cruz, Davao Gulf, Philippine Islands under cover of a cruiser and destroyer
(Rear Admiral A.G. Noble).
United States naval vessels sunk, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Luce (DD-511), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 43 minutes North,
127 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer Morrison (DD-560), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 58 minutes East
Destroyer Little (DD-803), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 24 minutes North,
126 degrees 15 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Birmingham (CL-62), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 19 minutes
North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer Bache (DD-470), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 1 minute North,
126 degrees 53 minutes East
Destroyer Ingraham (DD-694), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 58 minutes East
Destroyer Lowry (DD-770), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 17 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Macomb (DMS-23), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
1 minute North, 126 degrees 53 minutes East
Light minelayer Shea (DM-30), by piloted bomb, 27 degrees 26 minutes North, 126 degrees
59 minutes East
Light minelayer Aaron Ward (DM-34), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 24 minutes
North, 126 degrees 15 minutes East
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•

Cargo ship Carina (AK-74), by suicide boat, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes
East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #25, by submarine Springer (SS-414), Yellow Sea,
34 degrees 38 minutes North, 124 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 4, Friday, 1945: The German forces in Holland, Denmark and northwestern Germany surrendered.
Only one of the several Japanese attacked on Okinawa succeeds, piercing the American lines above Tanabaru.
American troops sent south through the Brenner Pass meet Americans from the Italian front a few miles south
of the pass.
Admiral Friedeburg, an emissary of Admiral Dönitz, signs the surrender of all German forces in northwest
Germany, the Netherlands and Denmark, in Lüneburg.
The government of Croatia flees Zagreb.
American troops captured Salzburg, Innsbruck and Berchtesgaden. Former Governor-General of Poland Hans
Frank was captured at Berchtesgaden after a bungled suicide attempt.
American soldiers entered Flossenbürg concentration camp. Among those liberated were Léon Blum, former
prime minister of France, Kurt von Schuschnigg, former chancellor of Austria and Pastor Martin Niemöller,
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former head of the Confessional Church in Germany.
Edvard Benes replaced Emil Hacha as president of Czechoslovakia.
While on radar picket duty off Kerama Retto, the USS Luce was engaged by a pair of kamikazes. It shot one
down but the other suicide pilot was able to complete his mission. The engine room flooded, the rudder
jammed, and the ship began to list heavily to starboard. The order to abandon ship was given, there was an
explosion, and it slid beneath the surface. Of the ship’s complement of 312, 126 died.
While cruising southwest of Okinawa, the USS Morrison encountered a flight of 25 kamikazes. After three
suicide pilots had made the attempt, the 4th managed to reach the ship’s bridge, knocking out the ship’s
electricity and producing many casualties. As the destroyer listed to starboard, the order was given to abandon
ship. There were two internal explosions and its bow lifted before it plunged. There was too little time for the
men below deck to get out, and 152 died. Among the 179 who floated, 108 were wounded.
Japanese aircraft stage heavy attack on Yontan airfield, Okinawa, and US naval vessels supporting Okinawa
operation. Coordinated with the air strike, a minor Japanese counterlanding was attempted and repulsed. Fleet
Air Wing 18 was established at Guam, Marianas Islands, for operations in the Forward Area, Central Pacific.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Sangamon (CVE-26), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 1 minute
North, 127 degrees 26 minutes East
Destroyer Hudson (DD-475), by collision, 26 degrees 1 minute North, 127 degrees 26 minutes East
Destroyer Cowell (DD-547), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 11 minutes North,
126 degrees 35 minutes East
Light minelayer Gwin (DM-33), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 13 minutes
North, 126 degrees 22 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Hopkins (DMS-13), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
32 minutes North, 126 degrees 58 minutes East

Minesweeper Gayety (AM-239), by piloted bomb, 26 degrees 32 minutes North, 126 58 minutes
East
Motor minesweeper YMS-311, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Motor minesweeper YMS-327, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United
States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 32 minutes North, 126 degrees 58 E.
Motor minesweeper YMS-331, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 32 minutes North,
126 degrees 58 minutes East
Motor gunboat PGM-17, by grounding, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 128 degrees 1 minute East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #20, by submarine Trepang (SS-412), Yellow Sea, 34 degrees
16 minutes North, 123 degrees 37 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 5, Saturday, 1945: The successful Japanese units of May 4th on Okinawa were forced back, with heavy
losses.
The German surrender signed on the previous day went into effect at 8AM. At 2:30PM in Baldham, all forces
between the Bohemian mountains and the Upper Inn River surrendered.
Czech resistance fighters in Prague rose against the Germans and invited American forces under General
Patton to entered the city. Street battles would over the following 4 days consume 2,000 lives.
Soviet troops captured Peenemünde and Swinemünde (Swinoujscie), northwest of Stettin (Szczecin).
American forces captured Linz and when they entered the nearby Mauthausen concentration camp, found
110,000 survivors and 10,000 bodies.
Ezra Pound was arrested by American troops in Genoa and accused of having made treasonous radio
broadcasts in 1943 (judged mentally incompetent, he would never face a treason trial).
As British troops arrived in Copenhagen, King Christian X of Denmark formally accepted the resignation of
Prime Minister Erik Scavenius and his government. The government had resigned on August 29th, 1943 but
the king had held this in abeyance. King Christian named Wilhelm Buhl to replace Scavenius.
Ross Lee Finney, a member of the OSS, arrived in Paris by plane from Marseilles.
There’s always someone who doesn’t get the word! Our last U-boat loss was Captain Charles Prior’s freighter
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SS Black Point, sunk on this day while carrying a load of coal to Boston by Captain Helmut Fromsdorf’s U853,
off Point Judith, Rhode Island. 12 crewmen died, 34 survived.

U853 would be found by depth charges from escort destroyers, with no survivors.
The Japanese home islands had for some time been launching balloons with high explosive devices, to drift in
the recently discovered “jet stream” in the general direction of America. Some 9,000 such devices were
launched and there would be a sum total of 342 bomb reports filed in the US. Tragically, east of Bly, Oregon
on this spring Saturday a pastor and his wife were taking five children for a picnic. While the Reverend Archie
Mitchell was parking the car he heard his pregnant wife Elsie call out, “Look what I found, dear.” There was

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
an explosion.

During a bombing run over southern Japan, one of our B-29s was rammed by a Japanese kamikaze.
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The crew of our B-29 bomber parachuted and the planes crashed near the town of Takete. The American flyers
were taken to Fukuoka, about 100 miles north of Nagasaki. The pilot, Captain Marvin Watkins, was taken on
to Tokyo for interrogation, and would survive the war. However, at the anatomy department of Kyushu
University, the other 8 flyers would be being used for bizarre student “medical experimentation.” One of the
flyers, badly wounded, was anesthetized for an operation and presumed that what was happening was that
these medical students were going to attempt to repair his body — nope, instead they practiced their surgical
techniques by removing one of his lungs. Soon afterward, he would die. Some would be having portions of
their livers excised, to find out how much could be chopped out of a human liver and the patient remain living.
They would deliberately shoot a flyer in the stomach, in order to practice the removal of bullets. In one of their
experiments they would use sea water as a substitute for saline solution, in order to discover whether this might
prove to be an adequate substitute. The students would be practicing their amputation skills on the legs and
arms of the flyers exactly as if they were doing this training as usual on cadavers. (After the war 23 of the
doctors and hospital staff would be found guilty on various charges at the Allied war crimes trials held at
Yokohama. There would be 5 death sentences, which would not, however, be carried out, and there would be
prison sentences, although when the Korean war would begin in June 1950, General Douglas MacArthur
would reduce most of the sentences. All those who would be convicted in this atrocity, including those
sentenced to death for their war crimes, would by 1958, which is to say, 13 years later, again be free men.)

All’s fair in love and war.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Seaplane tender St. George (AV-16), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 19 minutes East
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•

Surveying ship Pathfinder (AGS-1), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 6, Sunday, 1945: Allied troops from Rangoon and the north meet at Hlegu, north of the city, effectively
ending the Burma campaign.
Germans in Breslau (Wroclaw) surrender to the Soviets.
American troops took Plzen, Czechoslovakia, but were ordered to halt.
Portugal breaks diplomatic relations with Germany.
Women in Panama vote for the initial time, in the election of a constitutional convention.
A naval landing force evacuated about 500 Marshallese from Jaluit Atoll, Marshall Islands.
Two United States naval vessels were damaged in the vicinity of Okinawa:
•
•

Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by accidental explosion, 26 degrees 30 minutes North,
129 degrees 30 minutes East
Floating drydock ARD-28, by Japanese horizontal bomber, 25 degrees 33 minutes North,
127 degrees 27 minutes East

Two German submarines were sunk:
•
•

U-853, by destroyer escort Atherton (DE-169) and frigate Moberley (PF-63), near Cape Cod,
41 degrees 13 minutes North, 71 degrees 27 minutes West
U-881, by destroyer escort Farquhar (DE-139), North Atlantic area, 43 degrees 18 minutes North,
47 degrees 44 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
Hi Darling:
... I wonder, is pacifism moral, or logical? Is democracy moral
or logical? The logical end to militarism, where people are
allowed to live only if they are useful to, or in complete
agreement with, the military government, is one person only left
alive in a devastated world. Look at the horrors now being
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uncovered in German concentration camps to see what happens when
the military mind gets in control of a government.
All my love, Thy Cary

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW
FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF.
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

May 7, Monday, 1945: 2:41AM. General Alfred Jodl signed the total unconditional surrender of all German
forces, at General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower’s headquarters in Rheims, France. The surrender was to
take effect as of midnight.
Sweden and Spain broke diplomatic relations with Germany and seized all German property.
Haj Amin el-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and leader of the Palestinian Arabs was transported by a
German plane from Germany to Bern, Switzerland.
Aaron Copland won the Pulitzer Prize in Music for “Appalachian Spring.”
Les songes op.237 for two pianos by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, at the University of
Wyoming, Laramie.
Theresienstadt, north of Prague, was liberated by the Red Army.
A German submarine sank two Allied merchant ships off Scotland, killing 9 merchant seamen. These were the
last people to die at sea in the European war. 27,491 German submariners were killed and 754 submarines
destroyed. 2,800 Allied merchant ships and 148 warships were sunk. During the first week in May, 231
German submarines scuttled themselves rather than surrender. It was all such fun.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #29, by United States mine, Sea of Japan, 34 degrees 2 minutes
North, 130 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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May 9, Wednesday, 1945: Hermann Göring was captured by troops of the US 7th Army in Bavaria. At a
ceremony in Berlin, the surrender document signed by General Jodl was ratified by the military High
Command. German troops continue to surrender on the Aegean islands of Milos, Leros, Kos, Piskopi and Simi,
Danzig and East Prussia, in west and central Czechoslovakia, Silesia, and Dunkirk.
The German Army in Czechoslovakia surrendered to the Red Army as the USSR occupied Prague.
King Christian X of Denmark opened Parliament in Copenhagen. Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling
and other Norwegian fascists were taken into custody by the Norwegian resistance.
The US government ended the midnight curfew and the ban on horse racing.
German occupation forces left Jersey, taking with them or destroying the records of the two parishes St. Hélier
and St. Savior.

WORLD WAR II
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They left behind a few of their signature bunkers as hospitable poophouses for day hikers:
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Nowadays a popular souvenir item is a walking stick made from the stalk of the Tall Jack cabbage that grows
up to eight feet tall on the island, selling for about $30 each. These sticks are shellacked and are topped with
an enameled shilling bearing the heraldic crest of the island — not exactly your stick of the Artist of Kouroo!

Destroyer escort Oberrender (DE-344) was damaged by a Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane near Okinawa,
26 degrees 32 minutes North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East. Destroyer escort England (DE-635) was damaged
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by a Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 13 minutes East.

WORLD WAR II
May 10, Wednesday, 1945: Army troops were landed at Macajalar Bay on the north shore of Mindanao,
Philippine Islands by naval attack group (Rear Admiral A.D. Struble).
The Czechoslovak government moved from Kosice to Prague.
Konrad Henlein, Sudetenland leader and Governor of Bohemia and Moravia since 1939, killed himself in an
Allied internment camp.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the lifting of many wartime restrictions in Britain.

President Eduard Benes and his cabinet arrived in Prague.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Destroyer Brown (DD-546), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 26 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-26), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25
minutes North, 128 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 11, Friday, 1945: President Harry S Truman was visited at the White House by his mother Martha Ellen
and his sister Mary Jane.
Allied forces recaptured Wewak, Northeast New Guinea.
Josef Terboven, Reich Commissioner for Norway, killed himself with a stick of dynamite, in Oslo.
Kaddish op.250 for cantor, chorus and organ by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in Park
Avenue Synagogue, New York. Also premiered was Hashkiveinu for cantor, chorus and organ by Leonard
Bernstein, and excerpts from the cantata Yigdal by Stefan Wolpe to words of Maimonedes.
A communication intercept was accomplished on this day that would be studied carefully inside the US
government, because it supported the attitude of Deputy Director for the Far East George Edward Taylor of
the Office of War Information and others that the Japanese military were ripe for surrender: “Report of peace
sentiment in Japanese armed forces: On 5 May the German Naval Attaché in Tokyo dispatched the following
message to Admiral Doenitz: ‘An influential member of the Admiralty Staff has given me to understand that,
since the situation is clearly recognized to be hopeless, large sections of the Japanese armed forces would not
regard with disfavor an American request for capitulation even if the terms were hard, provided they were
halfway honorable.’” To this communication intercept, someone in US military intelligence would append the
following: “Previously noted diplomatic reports have commented on signs of war weariness in official
Japanese Navy circles, but have not mentioned such an attitude in Army quarters.” (Neither Franklin Delano
Roosevelt nor Truman would prove willing to credit such reports, as both were determined that they were
going to indulge themselves in a spasm of civilian-killing with their new A-bomb toy.)

Japanese aircraft made a heavy attack on US shipping in Okinawa area, Ryukyu Islands. United States naval
vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Aircraft carrier Bunker Hill (CV-17), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 25 degrees 44 minutes North,
129 degrees 28 minutes East
Destroyer Evans (DD-551), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 58 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
Destroyer Hugh W. Hadley (DD-774), by piloted bomb, 26 degrees 59 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 12, Saturday, 1945: The United Nations War Crimes Commission indicted Hermann Göring, Joseph
Goebbels, and Fritz Sauckel on 8 counts.
King Leopold of Belgium said in Austria that he must delay his return because of health. He asked that his
brother Charles rule in his absence.
Arabs killed 50 Europeans in Algiers during V-E day celebrations.
Radio München began broadcasting on a frequency owned by the military government.
Destroyers supported landing of Army troops on Tori Shima, Ryukyu Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Battleship New Mexico (BB-40), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 11 minutes
North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Wichita (CA-45), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 22 minutes
North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 13, Sunday, 1945: Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) commence 2-day
attack on Kyushu airfields, Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Aircraft carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, off Honshu, Japan, 30
degrees 23 minutes North, 132 degrees 36 minutes East
Light carrier Bataan (CVL-29), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, off Honshu, Japan,
30 degrees 30 minutes North, 132 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Bache (DD-470), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 1 minute North,
126 degrees 53 minutes East
Destroyer escort Bright (DE-747), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East

Crown Prince Olav returned to Oslo to a tumultuous reception.
Berliner Rundfunk began broadcasting in the Soviet zone of the city.
A Song of Thanksgiving for soprano, speaker, chorus, and orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams, recorded on
November 5th, 1944, was broadcast over the airwaves of the BBC.
There was a riot outside a Catholic church in Santiago, Chile that was holding a mass in memory of Benito
Mussolini. Four people were arrested, and several injured.
WORLD WAR II
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May 14, Monday, 1945: The provisional government of Austria declared the independence of the country,
abolished all Nazi-era laws, and outlawed the Nazi party. And don’t let the doorknob hit you in the butt on
your way out.
WORLD WAR II

May 15, Tuesday, 1945: Americans continued to make slow progress on Okinawa in heavy fighting.
The last German force under arms surrendered at Slovenski Gradek to the Red Army and Yugoslav partisans.
Soviet authorities announced the discovery of the bodies of Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels and his
family in a bunker underneath the Tiergarten in Berlin.
Commander United States Ports and Bases Germany (Rear Admiral A.G. Robinson) established headquarters
at Bremen.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Snook (SS-279), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
United States naval vessel damaged: Escort carrier Shipley Bay (CVE-85), by collision, Okinawa area,
25 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees 0 minute East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Hatsutaka, by submarine Hawkbill (SS-366), off Malaya, 4 degrees
54 minutes North, 103 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 16, Wednesday, 1945: President Eduard Benes arrived in Prague.
US troops seized a 50-car train near Salzburg loaded with gold, diamonds, currency and other loot. It would
be sent by Hungary to Germany to avoid falling to the Soviets.
WORLD WAR II
May 17, Thursday, 1945: French troops landed in Beirut to reassert colonial control.
Carrier aircraft (Rear Admiral C.A.F. Sprague) struck Japanese shore installations on Taroa Island, Maloelap
Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Douglas H. Fox (DD-779), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide
plane, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 59 minutes North, 126 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 18, Friday, 1945: At Glenn L. Martin Aircraft Factory, Omaha, Nebraska, Aircraft 44-86292 was turned
over to the U.S. Army Air Forces.

This bomber would become known as the Enola Gay — and portions of it would wind up at the National Air
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and Space Museum.

The USS Longshaw had for four days been providing fire support during the invasion of Okinawa when it ran
aground off the south coast. As the Jrikara arrived to tug the destroyer off the coral head, a shell from a
Japanese shore battery touched off the ship’s forward magazine. The ship’s bow blew off. 78 died. The floaters
consisted of 11 officers and 225 enlisted men, 7 of whom would later die later of their wounds. What was left
of the vessel would need to be sunk by US naval gunfire and torpedoes.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Longshaw (DD-559), damaged by coastal defense gun, Okinawa
area, 26 degrees 11 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East; sunk by United States forces. United States
naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

High-speed transport Sims (APD-50), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
LST808, by aircraft torpedo, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 127 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 19, Saturday, 1945: Destroyers bombarded Japanese installations on Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
American forces took most of Sugar Loaf Hill on Okinawa.
Australian troops completed the conquest of Tarakan Island, Borneo.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Vammen (DE-644), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 24 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
Oiler Cimarron (AO-22), by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees
53 minutes East
Motor gunboat PGM-1, by explosion, Luzon, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 41 minutes North,
121 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 20, Sunday, 1945: US forces captured Malaybalay on Mindanao.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Thatcher (DD-514), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 33 minutes North,
127 degrees 29 minutes East
Destroyer escort John C. Butler (DE-339), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 47 minutes
North, 127 52 minutes East
High-speed transport Tattnall (APD-19), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
High-speed transport Chase (APD-54), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 18 minutes North,
127 degrees 14 minutes East
High-speed transport Register (APD-92), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
127 degrees 21 minutes East
LST808, by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 127 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 21, Monday, 1945: Japanese troops on Okinawa began a slow retreat.
Heinrich Himmler was arrested by British troops near Bremervörde.
The last of the wooden barracks at Belsen was destroyed by flame throwers.
Stephen Tiso, the former prime minister of “independent” Slovakia, and 3 other cabinet ministers were
arrested by US troops.
Syria and Lebanon, their independence already recognized by the US, UK and USSR, broke off negotiations
with France. They protested the arrival of more French troops without their consent. They requested the
removal of all foreign troops.
Lauren Bacall and Humphrey Bogart got married in Mansfield, Ohio.
May 21, Monday, 1945: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #34, by submarine Chub (SS-329), Java
Sea, 6 degrees 15 minutes South, 116 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Tuesday, 1945: Heinrich Himmler committed suicide. Prisoner of War Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. was able
to make his way out of the Soviet-occupied zone of Germany, and would return to the USA to receive his
Purple Heart.
American troops captured Yonabaru on Okinawa, east of Naha.
Japanese submarine chasers #37 and #58 and transport #173 were sunk by carrier-based aircraft off
southeastern Japan at 29 degrees 45 minutes North, 129 degrees 10 minutes East.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
My Darling:
Practically ten days since my last epistle to thee! Gosh! But
the weather was so hot, and I was so tired, that I just couldn’t
write. It’s cooler now, and I feel much better, although Sunday
I fainted in Meeting. It was only temporary, and I was greatly
embarrassed, and people were quite concerned. I really think it
was caused by lack of air, as thee knows how I suffer in close
spaces even without Junior to provide for, and if he takes after
me in his oxygen requirements, I really have to have quit a
supply.... I wonder if I should attempt Meetings any more.
The books say to avoid crowds, but I don’t know if I should go
to that extreme.... [A neighbor] has said his car was available
at any time, day or night, that he was there to drive me to the
hospital. He thought it would be impossible to get a taxi.
I’ll ask the doctor about that when I go to see her next week....
TIME ... tells about Pastor Niemoller [the Reverend Friedrich
Gustav Emil Martin Niemöller, a German founder of the
Confessional Church and author of the poem “First they
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came...”], briefly. Says he “became an anti-Nazi the hard way.”
He was a staunch early-Party member. But when he saw how the
wind was blowing he stood up in his Dahlen pulpit and denounced
Hitler’s mumbo-jumbo racial theories. He also refused to put the
will of Der Fuhrer above the will of God....
All my love to thee, Johnny.
Hope All’s well. Thy, Carol
WORLD WAR II

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

May 24, Thursday, 1945: 550 US bombers attacked Tokyo with 4,500 tons of incendiaries.
An announcement appears that the Austrian section of the ISCM has been reorganized for the initial time since
the Anschluss. Anton Webern, who was in Mittersill and unable to cross from American to Soviet occupation
zones, was elected president of the board of directors.
Field Marshal Robert Ritter von Grein, the last commander of the Luftwaffe, kills himself in a Salzburg prison.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attack airfields in southern Kyushu,
Japan.Japanese aircraft made a concentrated attack on United States positions and ships at Okinawa, Ryukyu
Islands (strikes would continue on 25 May).
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Lagarto (SS-371), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Suwannee (CVE-27), by explosion, 24 degrees 0 minute North, 124 degrees 0 minute
East
Destroyer Guest (DD-472), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees 44
minutes East
Destroyer Heywood L. Edwards (DD-663), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
20 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort O’Neill (DE-188), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort William C. Cole (DE-641), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 45 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Butler (DMS-29), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 12 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
Minesweeper Spectacle (AM-305), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
High-speed transport Barry (APD-29), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 30 minutes North, 127
degrees 0 minute East
High-speed transport Sims (APD-50), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

May 25, Friday, 1945: Tokyo was firestormed with over 3,000 tons of incendiaries by US Air Force B-29
long-range bombers. Over 1,000 were killed. Flames reach the Imperial Palace. In the Japanese Army Prison,
the buildings of which were wood, although not a single prison guard burned to death and not a single one of
the 464 Japanese prisoners burned to death, every one of the 62 American airmen POWs being held there
burned to death.268
United States naval vessel sunk: High-speed transport Bates (APD-47), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 41 minutes North, 127 degrees 47 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Cowell (DD-547), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 41 minutes
North, 126 degrees 50 minutes East
Destroyer Stormer (DD-780), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 6 minutes North,
127 degrees 38 minutes East
High-speed transport Roper (APD-20), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 34 minutes
North, 127 degrees 36 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

268. The firestorming of Tokyo would produce 83,793 deaths. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki
under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would later aver that the citizens had been “scorched and boiled and baked to
death,” and speculate that had the USA lost the war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as war criminals
on account of their fire-bombing of cities.
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May 26, 1945: 500 US bombers attacked Tokyo with 4,000 tons of incendiaries.
WORLD WAR II
Chinese troops recapture Yungning south of Liuchow.
The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra gave its initial concert since the end of the European war in the Titania
Palace Theater in the Steglitz district.
May 26, Saturday, 1945: United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Anthony (DD-515), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
128 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Braine (DD-630), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
128 degrees 30 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Forrest (DMS-24), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Submarine chaser PC-1603, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
Surveying ship Dutton (AGS-8), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 15 minutes
North, 127 degrees 59 East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #172, by United States mine, off Honshu, Japan, 36 degrees 48 minutes North,
137 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 27, Sunday, 1945: Dos piezas caballerescas for orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo was performed for the
initial time, in the Ataneo de Madrid.
The destroyer USS Drexler (DD-741), while on a radar picket station 60 miles south-west of Okinawa, was
engaged by a couple of the Japanese Kamikaze. One guy managed to hit and started a large fuel fire. Another
flight of three then made approaches but got shot down. A few minutes later, yet another guy came in,
apparently unseen during his approach, and crashed his suicide plane against the Drexler’s superstructure and
set it on fire. Then in less than a minute the ship rolled on its side and went down stern first at 27 degrees 6
minutes North, 127 degrees 38 minutes East. 158 died and all 52 floaters were wounded.

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Gilligan (DE-508), by aircraft torpedo, 26 degrees 47 minutes North, 127 degrees
47 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Gayety (AM-239), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
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•
•

High-speed transport Loy (APD-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 30 minutes
North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East
High-speed transport Rednour (APD-102), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
29 minutes North, 127 21 minutes East
Attack transport Sandoval (APA-194), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 15 minutes
North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East
Ocean tug Pakana (ATF-108), by naval gunfire, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East
Degaussing vessel YDG-10, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

May 28, 1945: The Japanese launched their last major air attacked of the war against American ships off
Okinawa. 100 planes were lost. No ships were sunk.
William Joyce, “Lord Haw-Haw,” was arrested by the British at Flensburg, Germany.
The governments of Britain and the United States ended shipping convoys in noncombatant areas.
WORLD WAR II

May 28, Monday, 1945: United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Shubrick (DD-639), by Japanese
Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 38 minutes North, 127 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #29, by United States mine, off Kyushu, 33 degrees
7 minutes North, 129 degrees 44 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 29, Tuesday, 1945: The Psychology Branch of the Aero Medical Research Laboratory, the 1st human
engineering laboratory in the Army Air Forces, was approved and Lieutenant Colonel Paul M. Fitts became
its Chief. Its 1st studies were of instrument legibility, movement of controls, instrument reading under
acceleration, and shape coding of controls — one of the problems they would solve was of flyers raising their
landing gear while still on the runway.
The final child to be executed under the Nazi Aktion T-4 euthanasia program was 4-year-old Richard Jenne, in
the children’s ward of the Kreis-, Heil- und Pflegeanstalt für Geisteskranke Kaufbeuren-Irsee state hospital in
Bavaria, Germany, more than 3 weeks after US Army troops had occupied that city.
EUGENICS
American B-29 bombers obliterated 85% of the metropolitan area of Yokohama.
Fighting erupted between French and Syrian troops in Damascus. French artillery reportedly shelled the city.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

High-speed transport Tatum (APD-81), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 40 minutes
North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-81, by grounding, 26 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes
East
LST844, by grounding, 26 degrees 17 minutes North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 30, Wednesday, 1945: French troops took over the parliament building in Damascus amidst continuing
unrest. The Lebanese government asked for volunteers to fight the French.
Iran asked that the governments of the US, UK, and USSR remove their troops from their nation on the basis
of the idea that the war was pretty much over.
Zoltán Kodály was elected as a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
La muse ménagère op.245 for piano by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves
of Radio-Bruxelles.
String Quartet no.7 by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro Municipal, Rio de
Janeiro.
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Between January 1940 and May 1945 the FBI had investigated a total of 19,299 curious incidents of domestic
destruction or of interference with production. In 2,282 of these incidents (which amounted sometimes to acts
of spite, sometimes to carelessness, and sometimes to malicious mischief or the like) the impact had been
determined to have risen to the level of a designation as sabotage — although, truth be told, not a single one
of these incidents had exhibited any symptom of having been initiated or directed by any external enemy. They
were of course just doing their job, for imagine the pressure that had been placed on ordinary working-stiff
Americans to keep their noses to the grindstone while all this wartime suspiciousness had been rampant!

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-12, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57),
Philippine Sea, 22 degrees 22 minutes North, 134 degrees 9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
June 1945: Dr. Josef Mengele was captured by the Allies in Saxony, Germany.
Sandakan, in British North Borneo, contained 2,434 Australian and British POWs who had surrendered when
Singapore fell. They had been brought there in a decrepit tramp steamer, the Yubi Maru, to construct a military
airstrip for the Japanese, and when their project was completed, they had been confined in this prison
compound where they had gradually died from starvation, disease, and brutalities. Of the 4,000 imported
Javanese slave laborers who worked alongside them on this airstrip, fewer than 6 would be alive at the war’s
end. As the Allies approached the islands in 1945, over 1,000 of the Australian and British POWs, those who
still remained alive, were force-marched in groups of 50 to another camp about 120 miles away, in the jungle
at Ranau. There had been 291 prisoners too sick to march, 288 of these incapable of rising from their stretchers,
and these had been left behind at Sandakan. Many of them underwent torture and they were all executed soon
after the others departed. In June, of the 455 prisoners that had left Sandakan for Ranau in an initial
detachment, only 140 reached Ranau alive, the remainder having died from exhaustion or been shot during the
march. On the second detachment to make this trip, 536 POWs left Sandakan but only 189 were still alive
when they reached their destination. On the third detachment to make this trip, 75 prisoners, mostly British,
left but none of them completed the journey. During their short stay at Ranau, all but 6 Australians who
managed to escape were either shot, or died from exhaustion and from illnesses such as malaria, beriberi, and
dysentery. Of the 6 Australian escapees, 3 died later and thus only 3 out of the original 2,434 would remain
alive to bear witness at the war crimes trials which followed at Rabaul and Tokyo in 1946. Convicted of war
crimes in Borneo, 14 Japanese officers would be executed. Captain Hoshijima, the Sandakan prison
commandant, would be hanged at Rabaul on April 6, 1946. Today a Sandakan War Memorial Park marks the
site of this prison camp.
WORLD WAR II
June 2, Saturday, 1945: France banned the serving of meat at public eateries (except of course for Sunday
lunches and on holidays).
In Santa Fe, New Mexico a British scientist working on the Manhattan Project, Klaus Fuchs, passed to Soviet
agent Harry Gold drawings detailing a Plutonium239 device that was soon to be detonated atop a tower at the
Los Alamos test site.
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed airfields in southern Kyushu, Japan
(the bombers would return on the following day).
WORLD WAR II
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June 3, Sunday, 1945: Naval task group (Rear Admiral L.F. Reifsnider) landed US Marines on Iheya Shima,
Ryukyu Islands.
Carrier Lake Champlain (CV-39) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia
American troops occupied Iheya Shima north of Okinawa.
French troops were removed from Damascus to billets outside the city. They were replaced by British peacekeeping forces.
Five Prayers for women’s voices over the Pater noster as cantus firmus by Ernst Krenek to words of Donne,
was performed for the initial time, at Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota.
United States naval vessel damaged: Cargo ship Allegan (AK-225), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

June 4, Monday, 1945: At Los Alamos, some nuclear workers were experimenting to determine what would
be actually (rather than theoretically) the critical mass for their particular mix of isotopes of enriched uranium.
The fissile materials were inside a polyethylene box, but some water leaked into it that altered somewhat the
dynamics of the lump. Three of them received non-fatal doses of radiation.269
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

American troops landed on Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa and attacked Naha airfield. United States Patrol vessel
YP-41 was damaged by operational casualty in the vicinity of Okinawa, at 26 degrees 18 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese submarine chaser #112 was sunk by Army aircraft in the Java Sea, at
5 degrees 0 minute South, 116 degrees 4 minutes East.
In an election broadcast, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill asserted that a Labour government would
require “some kind of Gestapo” to enforce its manifesto. Fifteen people were killed by two explosions at the
US military police headquarters in Bremen, Germany.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
Johnny Dearest:
269. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so
far at least– there hasn’t been a single bomb-like nuclear detonation! (Keep on keeping your fingers crossed.)
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Just a short note to thee. I’m so tired I just have to go to bed
early, even though I know I haven’t written to thee since May
30. I was worried about not hearing from thee for so long.
I didn’t know whether thee was getting my letters and I was
getting thine, and I didn’t want to write for public consumption
only, and besides, working keeps me tired — I’ll be quitting at
the end of this month and can take a rest in the mornings and
afternoons, as I’m supposed to. Today I was very happy to receive
thy letter of May 28, with nothing erased except its number
(which was erased on the envelope too). This letter told me of
the label they had put on thy cage, and of the thoughts brought
out in thee by thy group meeting concerning the importance of
the mind and the spirit and the unimportance of the body as a
means of coercion. Thee has wonderful thoughts, and thee’s
right. But so many people can’t or aren’t taught to control their
bodies so as to bring themselves true happiness. They find it
so much easier to put their bodies to destructive use. It’s up
to thee, and people like thee, to show by example how much more
satisfaction and real living we can get from life when we live
for ideals instead of bodily comfort. Then the body cannot be
used for punishment, whether by incarceration or torture or mere
hampering of movement....
To go back to bodies, I really regard mine with an exaggerated
sense of importance, no doubt, these days when there is a child
developing in it. Well-born children should be a country’s
greatest asset, and a country should strive to see that its
children are well-born, and, if they were worthy of the trust
of their citizens, should see that children in the whole world
over are well born, instead of starving them and dropping fire
bombs on them....
All my love, dearest from, Carol
WORLD WAR II

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE
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June 5, Tuesday, 1945: The Allies divided up Germany and Berlin and took over the government.
500 US bombers attacked Kobe with 3,000 tons of incendiaries.
United States Secretary of State George Marshall called for a European Recovery Program.
Incantations op.201 for male chorus by Darius Milhaud to Aztec poems was performed for the initial time,
in Oakland.
A typhoon in the Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands damaged many American warships:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Indiana (BB-58), 22 degrees 51 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Battleship MassachusettS (BB-59), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 11 minutes East
Battleship Alabama (BB-60), 22 degrees 58 minutes North, 132 degrees 15 minutes East
Battleship Missouri (BB-63), 23 degrees 30 minutes North, 131 degrees 30 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Hornet (CV-12), 22 degrees 54 minutes North, 132 degrees 25 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Bennington (CV-20), 23 degrees 3 minutes North, 132 degrees 4 minutes East
Light carrier Belleau Wood (CVL-24), 22 degrees 45 minutes North, 132 degrees 10 minutes East
Light carrier San Jacinto (CVL-30), 22 degrees 53 minutes North, 131 degrees 55 minutes East
Escort carrier Windham Bay (CVE-92), 22 degrees 37 minutes North, 131 degrees 34 minutes East
Escort carrier Salamaua (CVE-96), 22 degrees 30 minutes North, 131 degrees 56 minutes East
Escort carrier Bougainville (CVE-100), 22 degrees 18 minutes North, 131 degrees 53 minutes East
Escort carrier Attu (CVE-102), 22 degrees 38 minutes North, 131 degrees 58 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Baltimore (CA-68), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Quincy (CA-71), 22 degrees 59 minutes North, 132 degrees 12 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Pittsburgh (CA-72), 22 degrees 50 minutes North, 132 degrees 6 minutes East
Light cruiser Detroit (CL-8), 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 131 degrees 48 minutes East
Light cruiser San Juan (CL-54), 22 degrees 28 minutes North, 132 degrees 24 minutes East
Light cruiser Duluth (CL-87), 22 degrees 55 minutes North, 132 degrees 12 minutes East
Light cruiser Atlanta (CL-104), 22 degrees 46 minutes North, 136 degrees 12 minutes East
Destroyer Schroeder (DD-501), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer John Rodgers (DD-574), 22 degrees 45 minutes North, 132 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer McKee (DD-575), 22 degrees 54 minutes North, 132 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyer Dashiell (DD-659), 22 degrees 55 minutes North, 132 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer Stockham (DD-683), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer De Haven (DD-717), 22 degrees 51 minutes North, 132 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer Maddox (DD-731), 22 degrees 42 minutes North, 132 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Blue (DD-744), 22 degrees 51 minutes North, 132 degrees 25 minutes East
Destroyer Brush (DD-745), 22 degrees 34 minutes North, 132 degrees 22 minutes East
Destroyer Taussig (DD-746), 22 degrees 43 minutes North, 132 degrees 4 minutes East
Destroyer Samuel N. Moore (DD-747), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer escort Donaldson (DE-44), 22 degrees 35 minutes North, 131 degrees 56 minutes East
Destroyer escort Conklin (DE-439), 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 131 degrees 48 minutes East
Destroyer escort Hilbert (DE-742), 22 degrees 32 minutes North, 131 degrees 40 minutes East
Oiler Lackawanna (AO-40), 22 degrees 31 minutes North, 131 degrees 36 minutes East
Oiler Millicoma (AO-73), 22 degrees 12 minutes North, 131 degrees 36 minutes East
Ammunition ship Shasta (AE-6), 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 131 degrees 48 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
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•

Battleship Mississippi (BB-41), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 9
minutes North, 127 degrees 35 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
7 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes East
Destroyer Dyson (DD-571), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 9 minutes North, 127 degrees
49 minutes East
Minesweeper Scuffle (AM-298), by grounding, Brunei Bay area, 8 degrees 1 minute North,
117 degrees 13 minutes East
Gasoline tanker Sheepscot (AOG-24), by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 6, 1945: Four men were arrested by FBI agents on charges of espionage. Philip Jaffe and Kate Mitchell,
co-editors of a leftist newspaper, Lt. Andrew Roth of Naval Intelligence, Mark Gayn, Asia expert, and John
Stewart Service and Emanuel Larsen, State Department officials. Roth, Larsen and Service were arrested in
Washington, the others in New York. None would ever be brought to trial.
Brazil declared war on Japan.
June 6, Wednesday, 1945: United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Natoma Bay (CVE-61), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 24 degrees 46 minutes
North, 126 degrees 37 minutes East
Destroyer Beale, (DD-471), by collision, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 20 minutes
East
Minesweeper Requisite (AM-109), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute
East
Minesweeper Spear (AM-322), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-16), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 14
minutes North, 128 degrees 1 minute East
Light minelayer J. William Ditter (DM-31), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 14
minutes North, 128 degrees 1 minute East
Gasoline tanker Yahara (AOG-37), by collision, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #195, by United States mine, off Honshu, 37 degrees
10 minutes North, 137 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 7, 1945: The Arab League demands a French withdrawal from Syria and Lebanon. The Syrian
government began to sack French officials and dismantle French courts.
Rita Louisa Zucca, aka “Axis Sally”, was found and detained by US troops in Turin. She was a native of the
United States but has since become an Italian citizen.
King Haakon VII of Norway returns to Oslo where he was greeted by cheering crowds.
Peter Grimes, an opera by Benjamin Britten to words of Slater, after Crabbe, was performed for the initial time,
at the Sadler’s Wells Theater, London. Present were Ralph Vaughan Williams, William Walton and Michael
Tippett. It quickly becomes one of the most performed operas written in the 20th century.
June 7, Thursday, 1945: United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Destroyer Anthony (DD-515), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 7 minutes North,
127 degrees 38 minutes East
LST540, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 8, Friday, 1945: Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attacked Kanoya
Airfield, Kyushu, Japan.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey) bombarded Japanese in Brunei Bay area, Borneo;
bombardment was repeated on 9 June.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Minesweeper Salute (AM-294), by mine, Borneo area, 5 degrees 8 minutes North, 115 degrees
5 minutes East

The 13,380-ton Nachi class Japanese cruiser Ashigara, with about 1,200 Japanese soldiers on board on their
way from Batavia to reinforce the garrison at Singapore, was engaged with a fan of 8 torpedoes by A.R.
“Baldy” Hezlet’s HMS Trenchant. 5 of the 8 torpedoes hit. The ship headed toward Klipped Shoal near
Sumatra in an effort to beach itself, but half an hour later it capsized and went down before reaching those
waters. 853 floaters were picked up by the escort destroyer Kamikaze. (Commander Hezlet would receive both
the DSO and the Legion of Merit — in this world if you can kill enough people, you’ll get loved for it.)
WORLD WAR II
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June 9, Saturday, 1945: In a temporary agreement signed in Belgrade, Yugoslavia would evacuated Trieste
and turn it over to an allied military government pending resolution of competing claims to the area.
Prisoner No.217, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian was released.
In the Ryukyu Islands, a naval task group under Rear Admiral L.F. Reifsnider landed US Marines on Aguni
Shima while another naval task group under Rear Admiral A.W. Radford bombed and bombarded Okino Daito
Jima.
A United States naval vessel was damaged in the Okinawa region, the destroyer escort Gendreau (DE-639),
by coastal defense gun, at 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 12 minutes East.
A Japanese coast defense vessel was sunk, #41, off southern Korea, by the submarine Sea Owl (SS-405),
at 34 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East.
An agreement was reached for the Provisional Administration of Venezia Giulia.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Premier Kantaro Suzuki declared that rather than unconditionally surrender Japan would fight to the bitter end.
WORLD WAR II

The Eye
The Atlantic is a stormy moat; and the Mediterranean,
The blue pool in the old garden,
More than five thousand years have drunk sacrifice
Of ships and blood, and shines in the sun; but her the Pacific: —
Our ships, planes, wars are perfectly irrelevant.
Neither our present blood-feud with the brave dwarfs
Nor any future world-quarrel of westering
And eastering man, the bloody migrations, greed of power, clash of faiths —
Is a speck of dust on the great scale-pan.
Here from this mountain-shore, headland beyond stormy headland
plunging like dolphins through the blue sea-smoke
Into pale sea, — look west at the hill of water: it is half the planet: this
dome, this half-globe, this bulging
Eyeball of water, arched over to Asia,
Australia and white Antarctica: those are the eyelids that never close; this is
the staring unsleeping
Eye of the earth; and what it watches is not our wars.
— Robinson Jeffers
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June 10, Sunday, 1945: Australian troops landed at Brunei Bay on the island of Borneo, supported by cruiser
and destroyer gunfire (Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey) and strikes by United States Army and Australian aircraft.
Naval task group (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark) bombed and bombarded the Japanese airfield and other
installations on Minami Daito in the Ryukyu Islands.
Australian troops landed at Brunei, Labuan Island and Muara Islands.
Chinese troops captured Ishan, north of Nanning.
Burmese guerrillas took Loi-lem, east of Meiktila.
American forces began an assault on the last Japanese defenses on Okinawa, at Yaejudake. A United States
naval vessel was sunk, the destroyer William D. Porter (DD-579) by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, in the
vicinity of Okinawa, 27 degrees 6 minutes North, 127 degrees 38 minutes East. A Japanese submarine was
sunk, the I-122, by our submarine Skate (SS-305), in the Sea of Japan, 37 degrees 29 minutes North,
137 degrees 25 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
June 11, Monday, 1945: The Franck Report was sent to the Secretary of War.
ATOM BOMB
700,000 Sudeten Germans were forced across the border by the new Czechoslovak government.
National elections in Canada produce a hung Parliament, with the Liberals losing 59 seats and their majority,
but still constituting the largest party.
Las horas de una estancia, for voice and piano by Alberto Ginastera to words of Ocampo, was performed for
the initial time, in Montevideo.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.H. Brown) bombarded Japanese installations on Matsuwa, Kurile
Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Light cruiser Vicksburg (CL-86), by collision, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Landing ship dock Lindenwald (LSD-6), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
17 minutes North, 127 degrees 53 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #237, by United States naval land-based aircraft, Sea of Japan,
34 degrees 35 minutes North, 132 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 16, Saturday, 1945: Commander George Phillip’s destroyer USS Twiggs was on radar picket duty off
Okinawa when a low-flying Japanese torpedo plane unexpectedly got it with a torpedo. Its #2 magazine
exploded and the ship was in flames. The plane circled around and came back in, this time of course without
a torpedo — but it was on a suicide mission. In less than 30 minutes the ship went under, its ammunition still
exploding. 153 died and 188 floated. (A total of 13 American destroyers were destroyed off Okinawa.)
Australian forces completed their conquest of Labuan Island.
Prime Minister Achille van Acker of Belgium and his cabinet resigned over the possible return of King
Leopold III. The action was not accepted by the regent.
US troops captured former Hungarian prime minister Bela Imredy.
Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Twiggs (DD-591), by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 8
minutes North, 137 degrees 35 minutes East.
United States naval vessel damaged: Escort carrier Steamer Bay (CVE-87), by aircraft operational casualty,
Okinawa area, 24 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
June 20, Wednesday, 1945: Allied forces complete their recapture of Cebu and Negros in the Philippines.
Allied forces land at Lutong, Sarawak and go on to captured Miri.
The northern part of the Prussian Rheinland become the Province of Nordrhein.
Seven Italian generals were indicted in Rome for treason, including Rudolfo Graziani, former chief of staff
and Gastone Gambara who led the expeditionary force to aid the fascist rebels in the Spanish Civil War.
Sergeant Marc Blitzstein was discharged from the United States Army at Fort Dix, New Jersey.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Jennings) bombed Japanese positions on Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-368, by mine, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1
degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 21, Thursday, 1945: The Czechoslovak government ordered that all property of collaborators was to be
confiscated.
Feruccio Parri replaced Ivanoe Bonomi as prime minister of Italy.
The major island of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands group was declared secured 82 days after our initial
landing there (the Japanese attempt to use bubonic plague and the cholera against our landing forces had been
as ineffective as their aerial suicide bombers or “Kamikaze”).
GERM WARFARE

United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Halloran (DE-305), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East

•

Seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Seaplane tender Kenneth Whiting (AV-14), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-335, by coastal defense gun, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degree
18 minutes South, 116 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

•
•
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June 22, Friday, 1945: Allied forces invaded and captured Tarakan in eastern Borneo. Australians captured
the Seria oil fields in the north of the island.
Einar Gerhardsen replaced Johann Nygaardvold as Prime Minister of Norway.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower informed reporters in Abilene, Kansas that he has “no political
ambitions at all.”
The Japanese commander on Okinawa, General Ushijima, with 8 of his staff, commit suicide. American forces
declare the island secure, although “mopping up” continues for a week. Approximately 160,000 people died
in the battle for Okinawa. While the US forces were mopping up on the island of Okinawa, the last die-hard
Japanese solders were killing Okinawan civilians and then committing suicide. In the waters off the island,
over the course of the previous ten weeks, more than a thousand young Japanese men, the Kamikaze “Divine
Wind” suicide pilots with planes packed full of explosives, had dived at the US fleet — causing by way of their
own deaths the deaths of some 5,000 of the young American men. (Is it easier to get into Hell on a group
ticket?)
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

High-speed minesweeper Ellyson (DMS-19), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 4 minutes North, 127 degrees 55 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-10, by coastal defense gun, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degree
18 minutes South, 116 degrees 51 minutes East
LST534, by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees
49 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 23, Saturday, 1945: Allied forces captured Aparri on the north coast of Luzon.
A new Polish government was decided upon in Moscow made up of members of the western-backed London
government and the Soviet-backed Lublin government. A three-man committee would hold the presidency
until a new president can be chosen. Edward Osubka-Morawski would continue as Prime Minister.
Willem Schermerhorn replaced Pieter Sjoerd Gerbrandy as Prime Minister of the Netherlands at The Hague.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-364, by coastal defense gun, Balikpapan area,
Borneo, 1 degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese naval vessels sunk, Java Sea:
•

Submarine chasers #42, and #113, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), 5 degrees 50 minutes South,
114 degrees 18 minutes East
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•

Shuttleboat #833, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), 5 degrees 50 minutes South, 114 degrees
18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 27, Wednesday, 1945: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, with an 11-man crew, departed from Wendover
for the South Pacific.
The Japanese government took control of all communication in the country, in preparation for an invasion.
Emil Hacha, President of Czechoslovakia in 1938 whom Führer Adolf Hitler made State President of Bohemia
and Moravia, died in prison.
Thousands of Polish refugees flee from the Soviet zone of Germany to the west.
The US Federal Communications Commission allocates 13 channels for commercial television. It also
changes frequency modulation radio from 42-50 megacycles to 88-106 megacycles. 88-92 megacycles were
reserved for non-commercial use.
Dane Rudhyar got married with his 2d wife, Eya Fechin.
Governor Ellis G. Arnall of Georgia announced that “we of the south do not believe in social equality with the
Negro.”
The aircraft carrier USS Bunker Hill (CV-17), while operating off Okinawa, was hit by a Japanese Kamikaze.
373 died as fully armed and fueled planes on deck exploded and the ship caught fire. The ship would be able
to make it back to the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard for repairs.270
United States naval vessel damaged: Seaplane tender (small) Suisun (AVP-53), by collision, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 19 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Caldwell (DD-605), by mine, Brunei Bay area, Borneo, 5
degrees 7 minutes North, 115 degrees 6 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-165, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-142), Central Pacific area, 15 degrees
28 minutes North, 153 degrees 39 minutes East
Submarine chaser #2, by submarine Blueback (SS-326), Java Sea, 7 degrees 25 minutes South,
116 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

270. The kamikaze effort had first been organized by Vice-Admiral Takijiro Onishi during October 1944 as a Special Attack Force
called “Shimpu” and had begun with 23 volunteer pilots. Another unit was soon afterward formed using the name kamikaze or
Divine Wind after a typhoon that had destroyed a Mongol invasion fleet in the year 1281. The grand scorecard: during 10 kamikaze
attacks in the vicinity of Okinawa, 11 Allied ships were sunk and 102 damaged, and 2,668 died counting the suicide pilots
themselves. During the entire war 288 United States Navy ships were hit by Japanese kamikazes of which 34 sank. These aerial
suicide missions consumed 1,465 aircraft and therefore 1,465 pilots (not to mention the seamen who perished after being welded
inside the two-man piloted torpedoes termed kaiten).
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June 28, Thursday, 1945: Suite française op.248 for orchestra by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial
time, in New York.
General Douglas MacArthur announced that combat operations in Luzon were over despite the fact that many
Japanese units had not yet surrendered their weapons.
Tomasz Arciszewski, president of the Polish government in London, gave over power to Edward OsóbkaMorawski. The transfer of power was effective upon their arrival in Warsaw from the Moscow conference.
United States naval vessels damaged, Balikpapan area, Borneo:
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-47, by mine, 1 degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 55 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-49, by coastal defense gun, 1 degrees 0 minute South, 117 degrees
0 minute East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Enoki, by mine, Sea of Japan, 35 degrees 26 minutes North, 135 degrees 44 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 30, Saturday, 1945: US Representative John Rankin of the House of Representatives’s Un-American
Activities Committee announced a major investigation of the film industry, indicating that this was “the
greatest hotbed of subversive activities in the United States.” It was “one of the most dangerous plots ever
instigated for the overthrow of this government.” Against such an internal enemy the most powerful navy in
the world is impotent to protect us!
Naval vessels on hand (all types) 67,952.
Personnel:

Navy.......3,383,196
Marine Corps....476,709
Coast Guard....171,192
Total personnel..4,031,097

United States naval vessels damaged, Balikpapan area, Borneo:
•
•

Destroyer Smith (DD-378), by coastal defense gun, 1 degrees 17 minutes South, 116 degrees
53 minutes East
Minesweeper YMS-314, by mine, 1 degrees 18 minutes South, 116 degrees 51 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Nara, by mine, Sea of Japan, 33 degrees 54 minutes North, 130 degrees
49 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Summer 1945: Severe famine struck Hanoi and surrounding areas, eventually resulting in 2,000,000 deaths
from starvation (out of a population of 10,000,000, this would amount to one of every five persons). The
famine would generate political unrest and peasant revolts against the Japanese and the remnants of French
colonial society. Ho Chi Minh would capitalize on the turmoil in the spreading of his Viet Minh movement.
WORLD WAR II
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JULY 1945
July 1945: Edward F. Carnahan committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Dropping or spraying the herbicide “LN-8” from the air onto enemy croplands was determined by our
government to be the most effective distribution method. In a test using an SPD Mark 2 bomb, one originally
crafted to distribute biological weapons such as anthrax or ricin, the shell burst at a prearranged height and
sent down a rain of this chemical agent of death.
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

Following the defeat of Nazi Germany, World War II Allies including the US, Britain, and the Soviet Union
would hold the Potsdam Conference in Germany to plan the post-war world. Vietnam was considered a minor
item on the agenda. In order to disarm the Japanese in Vietnam, the Allies divided the country in half at the
16th parallel. Chinese Nationalists would move in and disarm the Japanese north of the parallel while the
British would move in and do the same for the south. During the conference, representatives from France
requested the return of all French pre-war colonies in Southeast Asia (Indochina). This request was honored,
and in the postwar world, following the removal of the Japanese, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia would once
again become French colonies.

President Harry S Truman, our naïf, would sail home from the conference exclaiming “I like old Joe! He is a
decent fellow.”

FOR HE’S A DECENT FELLOW, FOR HE’S ...
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July 1, Sunday, 1945: U.S., British, and French troops moved into Berlin, Germany. Zones of occupation for
Germany and Austria, administered by France, Great Britain, the USSR and the United States, go into effect.
Australian troops landed at Balikpapan on the east coast of Borneo from the naval attack group of Rear
Admiral A.G. Noble, under cover provided by Allied naval gunfire and attack by Allied aircraft.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #72, by submarine Haddo (SS-255), Yellow Sea, 38 degrees
8 minutes North, 124 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

Allied troops occupied Liuchow in south China.
Irving Fine was promoted to faculty instructor in music at Harvard University.
July 2, Monday, 1945: Submarine Barb (SS-220) bombarded enemy installations at Kaihyo Island off the east
coast of Karafuto; this was the first successful use of rockets against shore positions by a United States
submarine.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #188, by mine, Sea of Japan, 33 degrees 59 minutes North, 130
degrees 52 minutes East
The American command declared the Okinawa campaign complete. The three month battle has caused the
deaths of almost 200,000 people, including 75,000 civilians.
WORLD WAR II
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July 5, Thursday, 1945: Prime Minister John Curtin of Australia died of heart disease at his residence in
Canberra.
A general election was held in Great Britain, but results would not be posted until July 25th after the votes of
overseas British military personnel could be counted.
The United States and Great Britain recognized the new government in Poland.
The US military government seized all assets of I.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. within their zone of occupation.
US President Harry S Truman ordered that Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company’s plants being struck in
Akron, Ohio be seized and occupied and operated by the federal government.
General of the Army Douglas “Dugout Doug” MacArthur announced the liberation of the Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Smith (DD-378), accidentally by depth charge, Balikpapan
area, Borneo, 1 degree 0 minutes South, 117 degrees 0 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #37, by submarine Lizardfish (SS-373), off Java,
Netherlands East Indies area, 8 degrees 10 minutes South, 114 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 9, Monday, 1945: Mecklenburg was formed by joining Mecklenburg with part of Pomerania.
The Brazilian cruiser Baia strikes a mine and sank off the Brazilian coast. 300 lives were lost.
L’appel de la montagne, a ballet by Arthur Honegger to a story by le Bret, was performed for the initial time,
at the Paris Opéra.
Frank Lloyd Wright displays his model for the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum of Non-Objective Painting
in New York City.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-B4, by mine, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degrees
19 minutes South, 116 degrees 48 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #50, by submarine Bluefish (SS-121), off Malaya, 2
degrees 13 minutes North, 105 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 10, Tuesday, 1945: El Salvador ratified the Charter of the United Nations.

Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attacked airfields on the Tokyo plain. 1,022
American planes were involved.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser SC-511, foundered, Solomon Islands area, 11 degrees 3
minutes South, 164 degrees 50 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: LST1107, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes North,
126 degrees 47 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Sakura, by mine, Sea of Japan, 35 degrees 50 minutes North, 135 degrees 20 minutes
East
Minesweeper #27, by submarine Runner (SS-476), off northern Honshu, Japan, 39 degrees
20 minutes North, 142 degrees 7 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 11, Wednesday, 1945: Several thousand tons of napalm were dropped on the Japanese in Luzon.
Allied troops captured Balikpapan, Borneo and its oil installations.
The 4-party military committee organized to run Berlin, met for the initial time.
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July 12, Thursday, 1945: Several thousand tons of napalm were again dropped on the Japanese in Luzon.
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, and crew resumed training.

United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser PC-582, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 11
degrees 5 minutes North, 125 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 13, Friday, 1945: Joseph Benedict Chifley replaced Francis Michael Forde as prime minister of
Australia.
The province of Hessen-Pfalz was created by joining the Pfalz from Bavaria with the district of Rheinhessen
from Hessen-Darmstadt. Baden and Württemberg were separated. The northern sections of both become the
State of Württemberg. The Southern part was joined to Sigmaringen to form Südwürttemberg-Hohenzollern.
Italy declared war on Japan.
WORLD WAR II
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July 14, Saturday, 1945: The Simla Conference on the future of Indian government ended in failure.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower was able to announce that the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied
Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) was closing, its mission accomplished.
Some of the interned Japanese Americans had become, understandably, just furious at the manner in which
their US citizenship was being disregarded, and had determined that they needed to respond by renouncing
such citizenship (what can one say, they needed to figure out how to respond to these constant racial insults,
and this was a way one might respond). On this day President Harry S Truman signed Presidential
Proclamation No. 2655 enabling his Attorney General to remove from the United States of America any
persons whom he might deem to be “renunciants”: “All alien enemies now or hereafter interned within the
continental limits of the United States who shall be deemed by the Attorney General to be dangerous to the
public peace and safety of the United States because they have adhered to the aforesaid enemy governments
or to the principles of government thereof shall be subject under the order of the Attorney General to removal
from the United States and may be required to depart therefrom in accordance with such regulations as he may
prescribe.”
Heitor Villa-Lobos founded the Academia Brasileira de Música in Rio de Janeiro.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed shipping, rail facilities, and ground
installations in northern Honshu and Hokkaido, Japan; attack would be repeated on 15 July.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral J. F. Shafroth) bombarded the coastal city of Kamaishi,
Honshu, Japan; this was the first naval gunfire bombardment of the Japanese homeland.
United States naval vessels damaged: LST684 and LST816, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 12
minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Destroyer Tachibana, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan, 41 degrees 48 minutes
North, 140 degrees 41 minutes East
Submarine I-351, by submarine Bluefish (SS-222), off Borneo, 4 degrees 30 minutes North,
110 degrees 0 minute East
Coast defense vessels #65 and #74, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan,
42 degrees 21 minutes North, 140 degrees 59 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 15, Sunday, 1945: The blackout of London was terminated. Street lights glowed again.
The US government ended blackout restrictions in 8 western states.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) bombarded steel and iron works at Muroran
on southern coast of Hokkaido, Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged:

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
•
•

Destroyer Flusser (DD-368), by collision, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degrees 27 minutes South,
117 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Thomas E. Fraser (DM-24), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes
North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Minesweeper #24, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, 41 degrees 38 minutes North,
141 degrees 0 minute East
Coast defense vessel #219, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, 41 degrees 48 minutes
North, 140 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 16, Monday, 5:30AM, 1945: The 1st atomic explosion test, “Trinity,” was held on the flats near
Alamagordo, New Mexico. The experimental device (technically not a bomb, since it was not droppable) was
named “Jumbo.”271 Surprisingly, Enrico Fermi was allowed to be present despite the fact that the FBI knew
he had been, in Italy, a Fascist. He offered in good humor to take wagers from other scientists on whether the
bomb would ignite the atmosphere, destroying New Mexico or even the entire planet. As the shock wave
approached he dropped several pieces of paper, to observe how far they would be shifted, and, observing that
they were shifted about 2.5 meters, guesstimated the size of the blast as equivalent to some 10,000 tons of TNT
(a guesstimate that would turn out to be accurate to within an order of magnitude). According to Frank
Oppenheimer, who was standing next to his brother the Director J. Robert Oppenheimer, the words his brother
uttered were other than what he would report, “I am become Death, destroyer of worlds” (an upscale literary
reference from the Bhagavad Gita). He had commented, instead, “I guess it worked.” The device produced a
yield of 18 to 20 kilotons of TNT, considerably more of a yield than would be produced by the “Little Boy”
uranium device exploded at Hiroshima (only 1.38% of the core, made up of less than a kilo of enriched
uranium, was converted into energy, the remaining 98.62% of the energy remaining as matter and becoming
part of the radioactive fallout) but in roughly the same range as the low yield achieved by the “Fat Man”
plutonium device exploded at Nagasaki.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

•

Submarine I-13, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57) and by destroyer escort
Lawrence C. Taylor (DE-415), east of Japan, 34 degrees 28 minutes North, 150 degrees 55 minutes
East
Torpedo boat Kari, by submarine Baya (SS-318), Java Sea, 5 degrees 48 minutes South,
115 degrees 53 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

271. Recently a book has appeared in which the author has claimed that the Jumbo device was raised up in its tower so it could then
be dropped (this single factoid is enough to confirm that said author could only have been writing through his hat).
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July 16, before dawn, 1945: Richard Harkey, a little boy, was waiting with his father for the train to arrive in
Ancho, near Alamagordo, New Mexico, south of Albuquerque, when he and his father heard a very, very loud
blast. He tells us now that his father suspected that the steam locomotive on the train for which they were
waiting had blown up, somewhere down the tracks. But they would find out that nothing ordinary was the
reason for this particular very, very loud blast. The 1st atomic device, known as “The Gadget,” had just been
detonated atop a tower at nearby Trinity test site, and a new world had just come into being.272
ATOM BOMB
All life was ended within a couple of kilometers of the gynormous explosion. The temperature at ground zero
was three times hotter than the surface of the sun. The steel tower atop which the device had been placed was
turned to gas. Windows were blown out at a distance of 320 kilometers. Light from the blast was apparent at
a distance of 650 kilometers.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
A short while before, when General Leslie R. Groves had briefed President Harry S Truman, he had suggested
that if the president now failed to detonate this device which had cost the nation $2 billion (like $26 billion in
today’s money) it would “cast a lot of reflection on Mr. Roosevelt,” whose portrait was hanging on the wall.

“He went along for the ride like a little boy on a toboggan,” this fat-assed Atom General reported. Truman
would soon be writing in his diary “It may be the fire destruction prophesied in the Euphrates Valley Area,
after Noah and his famous Ark.” However, this leader would not get everything he wanted, because he wanted

272. The Manhattan Project yielded 3 atomic bombs, each of which needed to be tested. The 1st of these bombs was a device known
as “Gadget,” and because the Plutonium239 bomb mechanism was more complicated and failure-prone, was a test model of that
device. The next bomb, this time a device meant to be dropped from an aircraft, was know as “Little Boy” and was our Uranium238
model. It would be tested in warfare over the city of Hiroshima, which had purposefully been left untouched so that the bomb
damage could be accurately assessed. The U238 bomb did not have a test model not only because it was a very simple design but
also because Oak Ridge had not yet enriched enough U238 to create 2 such devices. The 3d bomb was the Pt239 model know as “Fat
Man” and was the same design as the “Gadget” but prepared to be dropped from an aircraft. It would be tested in warfare over the
city of Nagasaki, which had purposefully been left untouched so that the bomb damage could be accurately assessed and compared
with the bomb damage resulting from our other design. We had to rush to get this 3d device dropped before Japan had a chance to
surrender unconditionally, as we simply had to obtain some objective basis for determining which of the programs, the U238
program or the Pt239 program, should be continued in the postwar world, and which discontinued.
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to drop one of his two remaining A-bombs on Kyoto. If we dropped on an “intellectual center” such as Kyoto

rather than merely on industrial port cities such as Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he felt, the people down there on
the ground, being more intelligent, would be “more apt to appreciate the significance” of what had happened
to them. The question I would raise, and the reason why I have inserted this material in this database, is, what
if General Groves had been attempting to sell this bomb to Henry David Thoreau? (Yeah, I do know that’s
ridiculous.) Having, say, refreshed his recollections of WALDEN and “Life without Principle” the night before,
what would Groves have felt it appropriate to say to Thoreau, more or less in the vein of his gesturing toward
the image of FDR on the wall, the father figure Truman wanted so much not to disappoint? And how would
Thoreau have then responded to him? Would the fat-assed Atom General have been able to come out of the
cabin and stand in the sunlight by the pond and report to his colleagues “He went along for the ride like a little
boy on a toboggan”?

Or would our atomic era, encountered by one man of principle, have ended before it began, with the cork put
firmly back in this bottle?
The poem “Locksley Hall” by ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON , written in 1837-1838,273 describes the
frustrated yearnings of a young man who has been denied a woman he desired. The poem contains a phrase
there rain’d a ghastly dew
From the nations’ airy navies

In 1910, a Missourian named Harry S Truman had considered that this constituted a legitimation for whatever
viciousness he needed to perpetrate in life. A life agenda for a “show me” guy. For the result imagined in

273. NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, 4th Edition, NY 1979, W.W. Norton & Company, II:1117-23.
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Tennyson’s poem is an earth finally at peace:
the war drum throbbed no longer, and the battle flags were furled
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.

This poem somehow constituted for that young man from Missouri a dip into the future far as human eye could
see, something he could hope for and fantasize about and scheme for, a vision of the world and all the wonder
that would be. A poet had told him that out of the greatest evil, a final good could come. In 1945 President
Truman pulled this creased slip of paper out of his billfold and showed it to a reporter, at a signal moment in
his life.274 Truman was elated because he was sailing toward Potsdam for the end-of-war conference to decide
the global configuration of politics, July 7-August 2, 1945, after having been briefed on a trump card for the
negotiations, the Manhattan Project’s development of an ultimate indiscriminate weapon of war, a terror
device that could be aimed –aimed only– at cities of workers, women, and children:
“The intent was to terrorize a nation to the maximum
extent, and there is nothing like nuking civilians
to achieve that effect.”
— William Langewiesche, THE ATOMIC BAZAAR:
THE RISE OF THE NUCLEAR POOR,
NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007

274. Franklin, H. Bruce, 1989, “Fatal Fiction: A Weapon to End All Wars,” The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 45, Number 9
(November 1989):18-25.
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Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, the stories that are told about the American decision to
drop the atom bomb are incredible. Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, there is only one
explanation that is plausible.

Carolyn Eisenberg of Hofstra University, who has had occasion to make careful study of the primary
documents of the Truman presidency, including many transcripts of many White House meetings, comments
that we should be most careful in condemning this very limited man because “What’s very striking about
Truman is that very often he just doesn’t know what’s going on.... He just has no understanding of the policies
being made in his name.” Taking that into consideration, what we have to ask ourselves in considering his role
in the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki would be, was this one of the occasions on
which his staff pulled the wool over his eyes? Or, on the other hand, was this one of the occasions on which
he was fully alert, and fully briefed, and directed and led others into the way of wickedness? —I would say
that this creased slip of paper that he pulled out of his billfold to show to a reporter establishes, establishes
definitively, that there is no excuse to be made for this limited man in this particular regard. For this
viciousness he bears a full measure of responsibility.
US warships shelled Muroran on Hokkaido Island.
This day was the first day of the Potsdam Conference. Robinson Jeffers would write the following on the basis
of President Truman’s conduct while sailing home from the Potsdam conference:

Moment of Glory
They have their moments, and if one loved them they ought to die in those moments:
but who could love them?
Consider Churchill contemplating the ditch where his great enemy’s
Body was burned in the roaring ruins of Berlin — and turning away, grinning,
making his cockney
Victory-gesture. Consider Hitler prancing stiff-legged over fallen France.
Consider little Truman,
That innocent man sailing home from Potsdam – rejoicing, running about the ship,
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telling all and sundry
That the awful power that feeds the life of the stars had been tricked down
Into the common stews and shambles.
Contemptible people? Certainly.
But how they enjoy their points of glory.275

Our poet was severely persecuted and censored for his attitude toward the Second World War and toward our
leaders in it.
Robin Jeffers, our pre-eminent West Coast poet of place, in all his life never read Thoreau, our pre-eminent
East Coast poet of place. He also never found out, prior to his death in 1962 in Carmel CA, that while the
president he had so savagely criticized for his disgraceful conduct subsequent to the Potsdam conference
had been sailing toward that conference, an incident quite as damning had already occurred.
It would be an interesting exercise, to attempt to construct, on the basis of some similar psychology of some
similar individuals with whom Thoreau had to deal during the war against Mexico during his lifetime, what
Henry David Thoreau would have had to say about all this WWII craziness.
J. Robert Oppenheimer and General Leslie Groves ordered that the gun and bullet components of the atomic
bomb to be dropped on Hiroshima, Little Boy, be loaded aboard the newly repaired heavy cruiser USS
Indianapolis (CA-35), and Charles Butler McVay III, its captain, received orders to steam at full speed to the
island of Tinian where we were establishing a long, heavy airstrip, making “all possible haste.”276
WORLD WAR II

275. THE DOUBLE AXE, page 137. Despite the fact that the war had been over for a couple-three years, this volume of poetry
would be heavily censored by Bennett Cerf and Saxe Commins of Random House, and even in its abbreviated condition, with ten
poems absent, would be allowed to appear only with a publisher’s disclaimer message in regard to “the political views pronounced
by the poet.” In this poem, the publisher objected to “little Truman,” and Jeffers allowed them to alter it to “Harry Truman,” since
it really mattered to them, but pointed out to them that the President was “little” only in a historical sense — since in person in
physical actuality he was taller than Winston Churchill, and taller than Adolf Hitler. To the publisher’s objection that the poet was
too easy on Hitler, the poet responded that the whole world was full of people cursing Hitler — but also the poet would agree that
“Hitler deserves worse than he gets.”
276. Initially, Oppenheimer would attempt to justify his role in the Manhattan Project on the grounds that this new big bomb might
be a deterrent to future warfare, ushering in Immanuel Kant’s era of perpetual peace (perchance he also believed in the tooth fairy).
Later on, after this pathetic ploy had been crushed by the weight of history, in 1962, he would attempt a rather more elaborate selfjustification according to which he had been just another scientist: “It is a profound and necessary truth, that the deep things in
science are not found because they are useful; they are found because it was possible to find them.”
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July 17, Tuesday, 1945: Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) and British fast
carrier task force (Vice Admiral H. B. Rawlings, RN) attacked airfields near Tokyo. The British force would
continue to operate as part of the United States Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) until the termination of
hostilities.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) bombarded industrialized Mito-Hitachi area,
Honshu, Japan.
US President Harry S Truman, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Communist Party General
Secretary Stalin came together in Potsdam, 16 miles outside Berlin, to discuss the post-war world, in a meeting
that would last until August 2d.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The Belgian Chamber of Deputies voted to bar the return of King Leopold without their permission. Six
cabinet members resigned. The King asserted that he would not abdicate without a popular referendum on the
issue.
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Wednesday, 1945: Australian troops took the Samboja oil fields, which were ablaze.
The Belgian Senate agreed to the action taken on the previous day in the Chamber of Deputies.
The Brazilian Expeditionary Force returned to Rio de Janeiro and was awarded a tumultuous welcome.
US President Harry S Truman in an entry in his handwritten diary made reference to a “telegram from Jap
emperor asking for peace.”
WORLD WAR II

Tricky Japs — it was all over but the shouting. From this point forward, every American soldier who would
have to die in combat, would have to die for US political reasons rather than for any military exigency (just
as, at Pearl Harbor and in the Philippines at the beginning of the conflict, they had had to die because first they
had been deliberately positioned for entirely political reasons in harm’s way, as bait, and then they could not
be alerted to the fact that they were about to be attacked in these exposed positions, because their Commanderin-Chief considered it to be a political imperative that the Japanese be forced by him to remove his ability to
make any prompt response in the Pacific theatre of war — and thus allow him the good excuse that he needed
before the court of American public opinion, to focus first as he desired upon the European theatre of
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operations).
Aircraft from the fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) strike Yokosuka Naval Base
and airfields in the Tokyo area.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral C.F. Holden) bombarded shore installations at Cape Nojima, Honshu,
Japan.
Carrier-based aircraft bombed Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Transport George F. Elliott (AP-105), by unknown cause, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #112, by submarine Barb (SS-220), off Karafuto, Japan, 46
degrees 3 minutes North, 142 degrees 16 minutes East

July 19, Thursday, 1945: United States Destroyer Thatcher (DD-514) was damaged by a Kamikaze suicide
plane in the vicinity of Okinawa, at 26 degrees 15 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
My Dearest:
... The Friends had a shower for me at the Meeting House, Sunday
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afternoon, July 8. I received many lovely gifts for the baby....
The Meeting House Friends are giving me a high chair and more
than enough money for the doctor’ bill and for two months’
diaper-washing service. Allen said there was no collection taken
— that people had been asking him if they couldn’t help in some
way, so he had just let them know about the shower. So thee sees
that our Friends are thinking of us. I was amazed at their
generosity toward us, and didn’t know what to say, but I
appreciate their thoughtfulness very, very much.
I had this letter from thy Mom, dated July 12: “Thank you, thank
you, for relieving my mind about John. I knew that something was
very wrong and I kept thinking that perhaps he was being a
‘guinea pig’ of some sort, and it was driving me crazy. Please
don’t encourage any more ‘sacrifice,’ will you? He has an
immediate duty to you and me and to his child, which is more
important than any so-called sacrificial expression of Spirit.
I warned him about hunger strikes or other demonstrations of
martyr complexes, before I left him.... I shall continue to pray
that he be kept safe and well in body and mind and spirit....”
I don’t think it would do much harm to tell her of thy hunger
strike after it was all over and thee was recovering so nicely.
I didn’t expect her to be so concerned, but I can understand why
she should be. Does thee think thee can write to her and Alex?
All my love to thee, darling, Thy Cary
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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July 20, Friday, 1945: 600 US bombers attacked Choshi, Hitachi, Fukui, Okasazki, and Amagasaki.
American Cyanamid Co. announced in New York that it had synthesized folic acid.
Paul Valéry died in Paris at the age of 73.

A communication intercept accomplished on this day would be carefully studied within the US government,
as it revealed that Ambassador Sato was advocating surrender providing only that the United States assure the
Japanese that their “Imperial House” would remain in existence. (This of course supported the attitude of
Deputy Director for the Far East George Edward Taylor of the Office of War Information and others that the
military were ripe for surrender. However, neither President Franklin Delano Roosevelt nor Harry S Truman
would prove willing to credit such reports, as both were determined that they were going to indulge themselves
in a spasm of civilian-killing with their new A-bomb toy.)

Japanese Minesweeper #39 was sunk by submarine Threadfin (SS-410) in the Yellow Sea at 35 degrees
1 minute North, 125 degrees 42 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Saturday, 1945: Beginning today and over the next three days, US soldiers search all buildings and
people in their German occupation zone. 80,000 people were arrested, but many of those were released once
they establish their identification.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Marathon (APA-200), by Japanese piloted suicide
torpedo, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
The USS Underhill (DD-682) was sunk by a Japanese submarine in the same area in which the USS
Indianapolis (CA-35) would later be sunk. Because of the nature of a general directive from the Chief of Naval
Operations, Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, it would not be possible to provide Captain Charles B. McVay III
with this information, nor would he be informed that Japanese submarines I-58 and I-367 had been operating
in the area.
WORLD WAR II
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July 22, Sunday, 1945: Fanfare for the 99th Fighter Squadron for orchestra by William Grant Still was
performed for the initial time, in the Hollywood Bowl, Los Angeles.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.H. Brown) bombarded Japanese installations at Suribachi,
Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
WORLD WAR II

July 23, Monday, 1945: Magdeburg, Halle-Merseburg and Anhalt were joined to form the province of
Sachsen-Anhalt.
The trial of Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain began in Paris.
August DeMont committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge, with 5-year-old Marilyn DeMont.
A landing party from the submarine Barb (SS-220) blew up an enemy train on east coast of Karafuto.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #227, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), off Java, Netherlands
East Indies, 8 degrees 10 minutes South, 115 degrees 29 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 24, Tuesday, 1945: The USS Underhill, an American Buckley-class escort destroyer of the Pacific
Seventh Fleet, was escorting a convoy of a troop carrier, the USS Adria, and 6 LSTs (Landing Ship, Tank).
The convoy was carrying what was left of the 96th Infantry Division on its way from Okinawa to the
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Philippines for the men’s R&R (rest and recreation).

About 150 miles northeast of Luzon the convoy was engaged by a Japanese 2-man kaiten suicide sub that had
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recently been launched from its mother ship, Commander Saichi Oba’s I-53 which carried 6 such kaiten.277

The Underhill rammed the kaiten and it went off just forward of the destroyer’s engine room on its starboard
side. The forward boilers exploded and the ship split, the bow piece disappearing immediately. The stern piece
remained afloat and would need to be sent down by shells from other destroyers.278
(Lieutenant-Commander Robert N. Newcomb would posthumously get a Navy Cross. Each of the 122 floaters
would get a Purple Heart. On July 24, 1997 a permanent memorial stone would be dedicated in Arlington
National Cemetery, for the 10 American officers and 102 American enlisted men279 without land graves.
The two guys on the suicide sub didn’t get markers — that must not have been in their contract.)
Themes for Improvisation for organ by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves
of the BBC Home Service.
At Potsdam, US President Harry S Truman informed Soviet leader Stalin of the atomic bomb (he of course
already knew).
Former Prime Ministers Paul Reynaud and Edouard Daladier testified against Henri Petain at his trial in Paris.
600 bombers from the fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W. F. Halsey) launched a 2-day attack
on the Inland Sea area, striking Kure Naval Base and airfields at Nagoya, Osaka, and Miho.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer escort Underhill (DE-682), damaged by piloted torpedo, off Luzon, Philippine Islands
19 degrees 20 minutes North, 126 degrees 42 minutes East,; sunk by United States forces

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Inland Sea area, Japan:
277. Kaiten means “Turning of the Heavens.” The crudely constructed device was a standard torpedo that had been sawn in half to
elongate the mid-section to put in a couple of canvas seats. In front of the suicide pilots was the usual 3,300 pounds of high explosive
and behind them the propulsion unit. The entry point was a hatch under the torpedo’s belly — once the guys got in there they
wouldn’t be concerned about getting out.
278. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

279. God must love enlisted men: he makes so many of them!
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•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Hyuga, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 10 minutes North, 132 degrees 33 minutes
East
Battleship Ise, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 12 minutes North, 132 degrees 31 minutes East
Battleship Haruna, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 15 minutes North, 132 degrees 29 minutes
East
Escort carrier Kaiyo, by carrier-based aircraft, Army aircraft and mine, 33 degrees 21 minutes
North, 131 degrees 32 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Aoba, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 13 minutes North, 1332 degrees
31 minutes East/ Old heavy cruiser Iwate, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North,
132 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 25, Wednesday, 1945: An agreement between British and French commanders in Syria called for a
French withdrawal to the coast.
The United States announced the end of organized Japanese resistance on Mindanao. Cruisers and destroyers
(Rear Admiral J.C. Jones) bombarded the Kushimoto Seaplane Base and airfield near Shiono Misaki, Honshu,
Japan.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

JAPAN

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON
July 26, Thursday, 1945: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) arrived at Tinian and the gun and bullet components
of the atomic bomb to be dropped over Hiroshima, Little Boy, were off-loaded. Captain Charles B. McVay III
received orders to proceed to Guam and then Leyte for gunnery practice on August 2nd with the USS Idaho
(BB-42). The message the Idaho received about the Indianapolis was garbled but no request was made for
retransmission, so the officers of the Idaho were unaware of the Indianapolis being en route.

The governments of the United States, Great Britain and China demanded the unconditional surrender of
Japan. “The alternative for Japan was complete and utter destruction.”
The results of the British general election were promulgated giving the Labour Party a majority in the House
of Commons, up 227 seats from the last Parliament. Prime Minister Winston Churchill tendered his
resignation. King George VI asked Clement Attlee to form a new government.
The US War Production Board announced that a new insecticide, DDT, would soon be available to the public.
The ballet The Ivory Tower was performed for the initial time, in Oakland. The music was a chamber
orchestration of Darius Milhaud’s La muse ménagère.
In the port of Cheribon in northern Java, on a day in late July, a Japanese submarine took on its deck 90
European civilian prisoners. The group included women and children. As dusk fell the submarine left port,
traveling on the surface. Fearful, many of the women began to sob. After about an hour the submarine began
to submerge and they were all swept into the shark-infested seas. There would be a survivor, who would be
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picked up by three Javanese fishermen minus an arm and a foot. He would, before he bled out, be able to
inform these fishermen of what had happened. The fishermen, fearful that the Japanese would kill them, let his
body slip back into the sea and for the time being held their tongues. (Soon they would be able to repeat this
man’s story to the authorities but, as the Japanese destroyed all their naval files and records of ship movements
at the end of the war, the identity of this submarine and its commander would not be ascertained.)
US President Harry S Truman issued the Potsdam Declaration that the Japanese surrender must be
unconditional.

United States Destroyer Lowry (DD-770) was damaged by an explosion in the Philippine Sea, at 19 degrees
30 minutes North, 128 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
July 27, Friday, 1945: Allied forces occupied Kweilin in southern China.
United States naval vessel damaged: Cargo ship Ganymede (AK-104), by collision, Philippine Islands area,
11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #176, by Army aircraft, off southern Kyushu, Japan, 31 degrees
0 minute North, 130 degrees 33 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 28, Saturday, 1945: The Japanese government announced that they would be “ready to talk peace only
when the whole of East Asia was freed from Anglo-American colonial exploitation….”
Prime Minister Clement Atlee arrived at Potsdam to took the place of Winston Churchill.
The United States ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
A fog-bound B-25 bomber crashed into the 78th and 79th floors of the Empire State Building in New York
City. The crew of 3 aboard the plane and 10 in the building were killed, and 25 injured.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

On the island of Guam, Captain Charles B. McVay III requested an escort –such escort vessels were always
provided for heavy warships of the class of the USS Indianapolis (CA-35)– but in this case the request was
denied. The ship had to make the trip from Guam to Leyte unescorted and without the ability to detect enemy
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subs — this was the 1st heavy warship to be exposed in such a manner in the entire course of the Second World
War. The orders received gave the captain discretion as to whether or not to zigzag.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 25 degrees 43 minutes North, 126 degrees 56 minutes East
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Callaghan (DD-792), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 25 degrees 43 minutes North, 126 degrees 55 minutes East (the Callaghan would be the final
Allied vessel to be sunk by a Kamikaze).
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) struck the Inland Sea area of
Japan, between Nagoya and northern Kyushu, the principal target being Kure Naval Base. Japanese naval
vessels sunk in the Inland Sea area of Japan:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aircraft carrier Amagi, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 11 minutes North, 132 degrees
30 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Tone, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees 27 minutes
East
Old heavy cruiser Izumo, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees
30 minutes East
Light cruiser Oyodo, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 13 minutes North, 132 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer Nashi, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees 30 minutes
East
Submarine I-372, by carrier-based aircraft, 33 degrees 0 minute North, 133 degrees 0 minutes East

July 29, Sunday, 1945: Japanese Prime Minister Suzuki says it would “took no notice” of the ultimatum of
July 26.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.F. Shafroth) bombarded shops, aircraft factory, and other
facilities at Hamamatsu, Honshu, Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 8 minutes
North, 127 degrees 58 minutes East
High-speed transport Horace A. Bass (APD-124), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
17 minutes North, 127 degrees 34 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
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•

Submarine chaser #207, by Army aircraft, off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 0 minute North,
130 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 29, just after midnight, 1945: The 13th and final US destroyer to sink near Okinawa was the USS
Callaghan, which at 0041 hours was hit by a Japanese Kamikaze (48 died, including, of course, the suicidal
guy in that airplane). Only the day before the crew had been alerted that their ship had orders that, upon being
relieved by the USS Laws at 0200 hours, it was to proceed to the port of San Francisco, California.
WORLD WAR II
July 30, Monday, 1945: This week’s edition of TIME Magazine reported that “In Minneapolis, 35 C.O.s
(Conscientious Objectors) have been voluntarily starving for six months. Under the watchful eyes of four
religious service committees (Brethren, Quaker, Mennonite and Unitarian), these ‘human guinea pigs’ of some
ten denominations have lived in the South Tower of the University of Minnesota stadium, undergoing
scientific experiments in semistarvation.”
US warships shelled Hamamatsu on Honshu Island.
Former Prime Minister Edouard Herriot testified against Henri Petain at his trial in Paris.
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) bombed airfields and industrial
targets in central Honshu, Japan.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), by submarine torpedo, Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 2
minutes North, 134 degrees 48 minutes East
Submarine Bonefish (SS-223), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Sea of Japan:
•
•

Destroyer Hatsushimo, by mine, 35 degrees 33 minutes North, 135 degrees 12 minutes East
Frigate Okinawa, by carrier-based aircraft, 35 degrees 30 minutes North, 135 degrees 21 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II
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July 30, early morning, 1945: About 144 members of the Netherlands East Indies Army in Borneo had
surrendered to overwhelming numbers of Japanese troops, had given up their arms, and for awhile had been
permitted restricted freedom in the town of Samarinda, where most of these Dutchmen lived with their
families. However, early on this morning all these Dutch POWs found themselves being rounded up with their
families, and taken before a Japanese officer — who summarily sentenced them to death. They were bundled
into lorries and driven outside the town, to Loa Kulu where there was a 600-foot mineshaft. There the
Dutchmen’s hands were tied behind their backs and they were required to kneel. As the men and the children
watched, the Japanese turned on the women and hacked them down with swords and bayonets. Grabbing the
children one by one they hustled them to the mineshaft and shoved them down screaming. Afterward the men
were formed into a lineup for beheading. At the end, bodies and body parts were policed up and dumped down
the mineshaft.
WORLD WAR II
July 31, Tuesday, 1945: Pierre Laval flew from Barcelona to Linz and there surrendered to American
authorities.
7 German civilians, 2 of them women, were sentenced to death in Darmstadt for having killed 6 American
prisoners in Russelheim during the previous year. 3 others were given long prison sentences. 1 was acquitted.
Pietro Mascagni and Anna Lolli, his mistress of 35 years, saw each other for the last time, in Rome.
The Board of Directors of the Juilliard School of Music elected William Schuman as president.
An orchestral suite from music for the film “The Story of a Flemish Farm” was performed for the initial time,
in the Royal Albert Hall, London, the composer Ralph Vaughan Williams himself conducting.
Destroyers bombarded railroad yards and industrial area of Shimuzu, Japan.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Bancroft (DD-598), by collision, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 14 degrees 50 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 31, Tuesday sunset, 1945: It was overcast and cloudy. Captain Charles B. McVay III went to the bridge
to discuss the weather conditions. Due to the intelligence briefings provided to him prior to departure from
Guam, he believed these waters to be free of Japanese submarines. The USS Indianapolis (CA-35)
was making 17 knots and because of the poor visibility Captain McVay gave instructions to cease zigzagging.
He left orders that he was to be awakened if there was a change in the weather.
WORLD WAR II
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AUGUST 1945
August 1, Wednesday, 1945: A priest from nearby San Lorenzo in Lucina was summoned to administer Last
Rites to Pietro Mascagni in his hotel room. He was joined by an emissary from Pope Pius XII, Monsignor
Pucci.
Carrier aircraft and battleships struck the Japanese on Wake Island.
A United States naval vessel was damaged, the battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38), by coastal defense gun, Wake
Island raid, 19 degrees 20 minutes North, 166 degrees 30 minutes East. However, at 0004 hours on this
morning, the heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), launched on March 30th, 1930, that had served
throughout the Pacific War and had taken part in one of its most secret missions, the delivery of components
of the “Little Boy” bomb dropped on Hiroshima, had been at 12 degrees-2 minutes north by 134 degrees-48
minutes east when it was struck by 2 of a fan of 6 torpedoes from Captain Hashimoto’s I-58 submarine. It had
been on its way to Leyte to join up with the USS Idaho for gunnery practice before rejoining the rest of the US
fleet off Okinawa for the expected invasion of Japan — but then one of the torpedoes tore off 60 feet of her
bow and the other struck it amidships, igniting its powder magazine and shutting off most of its electrical
power. Radio Room II had maintained power, and Radio Technician 2nd Class Herbert J. Minor observed as
Chief Radio Electrician L.T. Woods sent out an SOS with the position of the sinking ship on 500 kilocycles.
According to Minor, at least 3 such signals were transmitted before the cruiser rolled over and went down bow
first. Former Yeoman 2nd Class Clair B. Young stated in a letter to Commander T E. Quillman, Jr. that “while
stationed at U.S. Navy 3964 Naval Shore Facilities Tacloban, Philippine Islands” he personally awakened
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Commodore Jacob H. Jacobson, US Navy, delivering this SOS message. The yeoman noted a strong odor of
alcohol in the room while Commodore Jacobson read the message, which identified the ship, her location, and
her condition. The yeoman asked the commodore “Do you have a reply, sir?” The answer he received was “No
reply at this time. If any further messages are received, notify me at once.” Which is to say, the SOS had been
received and communicated, but was being ignored. Meanwhile, Commander Hashimoto of the I-58 sent a
radio message to Japan that he had just sunk a battleship, and provided the location. This message was
intercepted and decoded by the US Navy and nevertheless no one though to check on the whereabouts of the
Indianapolis.

883 died. 316 of the 1,199 crewmen became floaters. Most of these would not survive the long exposure and
the shark attacks. Of the 39 US Marines on board 30 died and 9 floated.280
The surviving floaters would be picked up 4 days later by US destroyers Cecil Doyle, Talbot, and Dufilho.
After hospital treatment on Guam they would soon be on their way home on board the carrier USS Holandia.
(The captain of the Indianapolis, Charles Butler McVay, was later court-martialled for failing to zig-zag in
hostile waters. His sentence was remitted by the Secretary of the Navy, James Forrestal, and he was restored
to duty. He retired as a Rear Admiral in 1949 and in 1968, in Litchfield, Connecticut, committed suicide by
putting a service pistol to his head. Our national trajectory might have been somewhat altered, had Captain
Hashimoto been able to get at this cruiser on its outward journey!)
WORLD WAR II

280. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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August 2, Thursday, 1945: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) was due to arrive in Leyte that morning. When it
failed to arrive it was simply taken off the plotting board and no effort was made to determine what might have
happened to it. Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King had left standing orders, that the arrivals of combatant ships in
port were not to be reported to him — which was being taken, by his subordinates, to imply that he was
likewise uninterested in non-arrivals.
A few miles west of Honshu is Sado, Japan’s 5th largest island. At the Aikawa Ore Mine there, the Japanese
had their POW Camp109, holding miscellaneous British, Australians, Dutchmen, and Americans who had
been sent there as slave labor. On this morning the camp commandant ordered that the 387 Allied POW slave
laborers be herded to the deepest part of the mine, which was some 400 feet beneath the surface. Demolition
charges had already been placed the previous night at depths of 200 and 300 feet. The guards hurriedly
departed and at 9:10AM the charges were detonated. As soon as the dust and smoke had settled, they set about
dismantling the narrow-gauge railway and packing the parts inside the entrance to the mine. They then set off
a final detonation at the surface, causing an avalanche of rock and earth to obscure the entrance. During the
next few days they would dismantle this entire camp complex and remove all signs of previous occupancy.
(Lieutenant Yoshiro Tsuda would offered under interrogation, that he had merely been obeying his orders.
He had himself had no misgivings whatsoever about this processing of such a large number of prisoners.
As he pointed out, an Imperial Army Extermination Order had directed the swift extermination of all POWs
should the islands of Japan be threatened by invasion.)
800 US bombers attacked Hachioji, Toyama, Nagaoka, and Mito with 6,632 tons of explosives.
At 7:15AM Pietro Mascagni died in his hotel apartment in Rome at the age of 81. He was attended by his wife
and other family members although his son Edoardo was currently in prison for fascist activities. The French
commanders, who used the hotel for their officers, ordered their flag outside lowered to half staff. As the news
was broadcast on the radio a crowd began to form outside the hotel.
The Potsdam Conference that had begun on July 17th came to an end. The Allied powers agree on the future
of Germany, reparations for the USSR, the borders of Poland, transfer of Germans living in other countries and
freedom of the press in occupied Axis countries. Königsberg was transferred to the USSR. They condemned
Spain for “close association with the aggressor states.”
WORLD WAR II
August 3, Friday, 1945: Pierre Laval testified in Paris at the trial of Marshal Henri Petain.
In Paris, the French Consultative Assembly held its final meeting. This would be replaced in the autumn by an
elected body.
When the public was admitted to the hotel in Rome where the body of Pietro Mascagni was lying in state,
thousands streamed in.
In a Los Angeles drugstore, two German-speaking emigres, Arnold Schoenberg and Bertolt Brecht, met by
chance.
Walter Brown, special assistant to President Harry S Truman’s Secretary of State James F. Byrnes, made an
entry in his diary about events aboard the USS Augusta involving his boss, the President, and Admiral William
D. Leaky: “Aboard Augusta/President, Leahy, J.F.B. agreed Japs looking for peace.”
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Well, first things first, they were looking for it but they weren’t going to get it — until we had first been able
to test on them, for military effectiveness, both our new Uranium238 bomb and our new Plutonium239 bomb
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so we would know which one of the two was more worthy.
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Lieutenant Wilbur Gwinn, in a Ventura bomber, happened to notice the groups of survivors of the USS
Indianapolis (CA-35) and radioed Palau for rescue operations to commence. Lieutenant Adrian Marks landed
his PBY in the heavy seas and managed to pick up 56 survivors. When Tom Brophy defied orders to leave his
group and attempt to swim to the plane, he was not seen again.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Earl V. Johnson (DE-702), by explosion, Philippine Sea, 20 degrees 17 minutes
North, 128 degrees 7 minutes East
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•

Attack cargo ship Seminole (AKA-104), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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August 6, Monday, 1945: Major Richard I. Bong, the fighter pilot from Duluth, Minnesota who had shot
down 40 Japanese planes and for this had received the Congressional Medal of Honor, died in an explosion
shortly after takeoff, above Burbank, California.

Carrier aircraft from naval task group (Vice Admiral J.B. Oldendorf) struck enemy shipping in Tinghai Harbor,
China.
Carrier aircraft bombed Wake Island.
This was to be our 1st Hiroshima Day. We prayed for a day that would live in history. We dropped one of our
2 atomic bomb designs, the uranium one that had not been tested using the gun-type detonation technique that
had not been tested, on Hiroshima, Honshu, Japan.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The fissile materials in this bomb consisted of 141 pounds of 90%-enriched 235Uranium of which the design
succeeded in converting merely 9.3 to 13.3 grains into energy, the remaining 986,986.7 to 986,990.7 grains of
the fissile material (there are 7,000 grains in one pound) becoming part of the radioactive fallout — not very
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satisfactory from the standpoint of blast, almost a “dirty bomb” in effect, but in spite of the fact that due to a
crosswind we missed our aiming point by the entire length of a football field, we did manage to kill some
66,000 people immediately, and injure some 69,000 — almost all of them civilians.281

(Who will ever know what had gone wrong? Perhaps we used too much conventional explosive in driving the
external rings over the internal plug, and the rings passed over the plug before the criticality stage was
complete. Perhaps we used too little conventional explosive and the external rings did not completely cover
the internal plug before the criticality stage began. Perhaps there was some minor misalignment and an edge
of the external rings caught on the edge of the internal plug. At any rate, this one of our two detonation
mechanisms clearly did not function and would need to be totally redesigned. Maybe the other design will
work?)
WORLD WAR II

281. As a veteran of the nuclear power industry I am well aware of the industry’s conventional dismissal of concern over the
possibility that a commercial nuclear power plant could go off like an A-bomb. They are trained to regurgitate with disdain the
sentence that all memorize, “There is no way that a nuclear power plant could go off like an atomic bomb.” What they neglect to
mention, of course, is that their dismissal of concern is accurate only in the sense in which the device we detonated above Hiroshima
also failed to “go off like an atomic bomb,” producing merely the effect that a “dirty bomb” or “dud” or “exploding nuclear power
plant” might now produce.
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At exactly fifteen minutes past eight in the morning,
on August 6, 1945, Japanese time, at the moment when the
atomic bomb flashed above Hiroshima, Miss Toshiko
Sasaki, a clerk in the personnel department of the East
Asia Tin Works, had just sat down at her place in the
plant office and was turning her head to speak to the
girl at the next desk. At that same moment, Dr. Masakazu
Fujii was settling down cross-legged to read the Osaka
Asahi on the porch of his private hospital, overhanging
one of the seven deltaic rivers which divide Hiroshima;
Mrs. Hatsuyo Nakamura, a tailor’s widow, stood by the
window of her kitchen, watching a neighbor tearing down
his house because it lay in the path of an air-raiddefense fire lane; Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge, a German
priest of the Society of Jesus, reclined in his
underwear on a cot on the top floor of his order’s
three-story mission house, reading a Jesuit magazine,
Stimmen der Zeit; Dr. Terufumi Sasaki, a young member
of the surgical staff of the city’s large, modern Red
Cross Hospital, walked along one of the hospital
corridors with a blood specimen for a Wassermann test
in his hand; and the Reverend Mr. Kiyoshi Tanimoto,
pastor of the Hiroshima Methodist Church, paused at the
door of a rich man’s house in Koi, the city’s western
suburb, and prepared to unload a handcart full of things
he had evacuated from town in fear of the massive B-29
raid which everyone expected Hiroshima to suffer.
A hundred thousand people were killed by the atomic
bomb, and these six were among the survivors.
President Harry S Truman had instructed that the atomic bomb was to be utilized in such a manner that “military
objectives and soldiers and sailors are the target and not women and children…. [Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson] and I are in accord. The target is a purely military one.”282

He would declare: “The first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a military base. That was because we
wished in this first attack to avoid, in so far as possible, the killing of civilians.”
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“When lies must be told, they should be told by
subordinate officials.”
— Special Assistant Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
to President John Fitzgerald Kennedy

It Is Not Enough
It is not enough
if your name is Harry Truman
and you have that sign on your desk
saying “The buck stops here”
to only take responsibility.
I am sure he did not lay awake at night
agonizing over giving the order
to obliterate Hiroshima.
He was proud to take the
responsibility for this action.
But life is so short and the long-term
consequences of our nuclear actions
Unfold like the growing of
a mighty Redwood.
I wonder if Harry was willing to be
responsible for the consequences
of his actions since they are still
unfolding a half a century later?
I wonder if Harry could look at pictures
of Hiroshima survivors
or the shadow in the concrete
of those publicly cremated?
282. Actually, President Truman knew very well that the targets for the A-bombs were not military at all, but were instead cities full
of civilians, cities that had been selected primarily because so far in the war they had not sustained significant bomb damage. He also
knew very well that his Secretary of State, James Byrnes, was very much opposed to this use of the bomb on civilian populations.
While he was aboard the USS Augusta waiting for the first bomb to be dropped, therefore, Truman hid out from his Secretary of
State in a marathon poker game. Another player in that fateful shipboard game, United Press International reporter Merriam Smith,
would report on this, that the President of the United States of America “was running a straight stud filibuster” against his own
Cabinet member.
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I wonder if he read the reports
of the continuing, widespread
radiation sickness occurring
long after the bomb was
only a memory?
I wonder if Harry was warned that
cancers traced back to genetic
damage or a high incidence
of deformed children would be “the rule”
and not “the exception” for generations?
Would Harry have been willing
to have eternally twisted and
torn the genetic matrix of
a whole people?
I wonder if Harry was able to envision
a world where more and more nations
possess nuclear capability
and terrorist groups will
soon be able to buy from
those who wish to sell?
Would Harry have been willing
to accept these consequences
and worse? Would he have been
able to watch the Twin Towers fall?
Would Harry have been able
to sleep and have sweet dreams
knowing the consequences
of his actions?
I do not know if there will be
a final day of judgment
and God will assess what
we gave to the world in return
for Her giving us life and a free will.
Perhaps when Harry stands
alone before God, She will have wept
so long and so hard with those
killed or worse, over the centuries as a
result of his action, that She will just
sit in silence as he squirms.
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I would not like to be anywhere
near that part of the galaxy when
that confrontation occurs.
Warning to all heads of state!
Do not post signs that you will take
responsibility for your decisions
unless you are willing
to accept responsibility
for the long-term
consequences as well!
Poor, dumb Harry.
— Harold B. Confer,
Finding My Voice
Enumclaw WA:
Winepress Publishing, 2003
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Subsequent to the explosion of the “Jumbo” tower device at Trinity flats on July 16th, the US had two weapons
in its nuclear arsenal, one a trigger-mechanism enriched-Uranium235 bomb named “Little Boy” that had been
constructed in the Tennessee Valley facility (on the left below) and the other an implosion-mechanism
Plutonium239 bomb named “Fat Man” that had been constructed in the Hanford, Washington facility (on the
right below).

This was, therefore, to be the 1st Hiroshima Day. A day that would live in our memory.
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, piloted by Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., departed at 2:45AM. He waved
from the cockpit as he took off, and you can see from the photo how dark it still was:

At about 8:15AM local time, two silver airplanes were circling over the city of Hiroshima, so high up in the
sky as to be almost dots, and a dot invisible from the ground dropped from one of the two planes, and then the
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planes began steep banking turns, one to the left and one to the right. There were at least 15 kilograms of fissile
material in the two chunks loaded into the device, since that is the critical amount for Uranium235. Forty-three
seconds later, at about 8:16AM local time, this dot which had dropped from the sky fell to within a few
thousand feet of its aiming point, a uniquely shaped “T” bridge in the heart of downtown Hiroshima that was
1.7 kilometers distant from the home in which baby Sadako Sasaki lay, and an altitude sensor being triggered,
a minute conventional explosion inside this canister propelled a small chunk of U235 into a hole bored in
another, slightly larger chunk of U235 beginning a chain nuclear fission reaction which in a fraction of a second
went to completion, transforming some of the U235 directly into energy in accordance with the exceedingly
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rough E=mc2 ±10% rule of thumb.283
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283. Actually, E=mc2 only plus or minus ten percent. The formula has never been either tested or proved — it’s not science,
but publicity — it’s a sales pitch.
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Approximately 70,000 men, women, and children, most of them noncombatants, either died instantly and
painlessly or would, like Sadako Sasaki, die more slowly and horribly. 90% of the 200 doctors were killed or
seriously injured. Three of the 55 hospitals were usable. 150 of the 1,780 nurses were able to perform their
jobs. Our trigger mechanism and our Uranium235 technology had worked flawlessly. The aircraft crew radioed
its success: “CLEAR CUT RESULTS COMMA IN ALL RESPECTS SUCCESSFUL PD EXCEEDED TEST
IN VISIBLE EFFECTS PD” The bomber flight returned to Tinian at 2:58PM, twelve hours and thirteen
minutes after takeoff. President Truman proceeded to inform a group of Americans that “This is the greatest AMUSEMENTS
thing in history” and went off to see a comedy revue. Our president fully understood how important Hiroshima
Day would come to be for us. The narrator of Kurt Vonnegut’s 1963 novel CAT’S CRADLE would purport to be
engaged in compiling a record of what various Americans were doing at the moment the atomic bomb went
off over Hiroshima, and he informs us that at this moment, 8:16AM of August 6, 1945, his character “Dr. Felix
Hoenikker, Nobel Prize winner and so-called father of the atomic bomb,” having made a “cat’s cradle” out of
a bit of string, had come up unexpectedly and was frightening his young son, by jerking this string back and
forth and exclaiming “See the cat! See the cradle!”284

284. Austin Meredith cannot remember what he was doing, as he was 71/2 years old and anyway was not informed of this event
until maybe a following day. He was in Brazil, Indiana, at his grandmother’s house, and presumably, as it was growing dark, was
getting ready to go upstairs to his and his Uncle Vergilee’s bed, which had a rustley mattress made of corn shucks.
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August 7, Tuesday, 1945: Professor Albert Einstein was deeply touched by the news that his letter to the
American president, a letter that had been all about and only about about the need to prevent the Axis powers
from developing a powerful new weapon, the “atomic bomb,” had directly resulted in the Americans dropping
one of these devices on the city of Hiroshima, Japan.
New Zealand ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
Prime Minister Tito of Yugoslavia announced government reform plans including abolishing the monarchy,
nationalization of church lands and estates owned by banks, industries, and the wealthy.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Bullhead (SS-331), Java Sea, (presumed date). Japanese naval
vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine chaser #66, by Army aircraft, near Truk, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 23 minutes North,
151 degrees 53 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #39, by Army aircraft, Sea of Japan, 35 degrees 6 minutes North, 129 degrees
3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 8, Wednesday, 1945: The United Nations War Crimes Commission established an International
Military Tribunal to try those accused of crimes against humanity.
Agreement was reached by France, USSR, UK, and US over the future of Austria. It was confined to its 1937
borders. It was divided into occupation zones and governed by a committee of 4 military commissioners.
King Petar II of Yugoslavia broadcast from London his defiance to Prime Minister Tito and his measures
announced on the previous day. He disowned the 3 regents ruling in his place and demanded power for himself.
The USSR, seeing that Japan was prostrate, belatedly declared war as they had promised they would do, and
and invaded Manchuria. After the northern Kwantung Army had laid down its arms, 640,000 Japanese POWs,
including 148 generals, would be sent to Siberia as forced labor. Some 62,000 would die while in this Siberian
captivity.
WORLD WAR II
The Chief Executive Henry Pu-yi of Manchuquo and his attendants were flown to the USSR for a rather
comfortable house arrest, or rustication. (Rank has its privileges as well as its obligations.)
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August 8, Wednesday, 1945: Elbert Russell delivered the address that would become be distributed as THE
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS: THE HISTORICAL
LECTURE DELIVERED AT NORTH CAROLINA YEARLY MEETING ON EIGHTH MONTH, THE EIGHTH, 1945 (North
Carolina Friends Historical Society).
INNER LIGHT IN THE HISTORY AND PRESENT PROBLEMS OF THE

RUSSELL ON INNER LIGHT
The Allies established a War Crimes Tribunal, to prosecute the war crimes that had been committed by the side
that had been defeated.285
WORLD WAR II

WAR CRIMES TRIALS
Pingfan, the Japanese experimental Biological and Germ Warfare Centre in occupied Manchuria, had been
established by General Shiro Ichii in collaboration with an Imperial prince and cousin of Emperor Hirohito,
the documentation authorizing the establishment being sealed with the Imperial Seal of the Emperor. The
Experimental Units 731 and 100 of the Germ Warfare Complex at Pingfan was experimenting primarily upon
Chinese and Manchurian prisoners. It is not known exactly how many Western POWs were also subjected to
these experiments, but their numbers, relatively, would have been few. It is estimated that a total of some
60,000 prisoners, including the Chinese and Manchurian slave labor, died at Pingfan and Mukden. At Pingfan
were 4,500 flea-breeding machines capable of producing batches of 100,000,000 fleas infected with the
bubonic plague, typhoid fever, cholera, and anthrax every few days. This facility had been intended to save the
homeland through the dropping of infected fleas on invasion forces.

GERM WARFARE

285. Guess what? German war crimes would be prosecuted, Japanese war crimes would be prosecuted, but precious little attention
would ever be given, in parallel, in regard to war crimes that had been committed by the side that had been victorious!
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When Russia invaded Manchuria, the Japanese government ordered the destruction of the facility. Most of the
available plague-infected fleas were released (in northeastern China at least 30,000 people would perish over
the following three years from plague and other diseases). After the prisoners in holding cells had been killed,
Chinese and Manchurian slave laborers who had been being used around the complex were machined-gunned.
Some 600 bodies were cremated in ovens similar to the ones used in Nazi death camps and the ashes dumped
into the Sungari River, and the complex was then blown up. Although the terrible experiences suffered by these
prisoners at Pingfan and Mukden, has been, for over 40 years, a rather poorly kept secret, it has been a rather
poorly kept secret that few of us have wanted to be aware of. Except for one or two, the Japanese scientists
and doctors at Mukden or Pingfan would not be brought to justice, because they had been granted an immunity
deal by General Douglas MacArthur and were providing us with their scientific data.

Fill my cup with your poisons.
GERM WARFARE
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Repeatedly, requests by war crime investigators for the arrest of General Ishii and Imperial Prince Takamatus
(Emperor Hirohito’s brother) would be rejected at MacArthur’s headquarters. About 35 of these scientists and
doctors would hold top positions in postwar Japanese scientific and medical institutions. General Ishii would
succumb to throat cancer in 1959.

GERM WARFARE

This sort of conduct is readily comprehensible, to Disney, ABC, and radio personality Paul Harvey:
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“For what it’s worth, after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Winston Churchill told the American people, “We didn’t
come this far because we are made of sugar candy,” and
that reminder was taken seriously. We proceeded to
develop and deliver the time bomb, the bomb. Even though
roughly 150,000 men women and children perished in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with a single blow WWII was
over. Following New York’s September 11 Pearl Harbor
Winston Churchill was not here to remind us. That we
didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar candy.

So, we mustered our humanity. We gave old pals a pass.
Even though men and women from Saudi Arabia were largely
responsible for the devastation of New York, and
Pennsylvania and our Pentagon, we called Saudi Arabians
our partners against terrorism and we sent men with
rifles into Afghanistan and Iraq, and kept our best
weapons in their silos. Even now, we stand there dying.
Daring to do nothing decisive because we’ve declared
ourselves to be better than our terrorist enemies. More
moral, more civilized. Our image is at stake, we insist.
But we didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar
candy. Once upon a time, we elbowed our way onto and
across this continent by giving smallpox-infected
blankets to Native Americans. That was biological
warfare. And we used every other weapon we could get our
hands on to grab this land from whomever. And we grew
prosperous. And yes, we greased the skids with the sweat
of slaves. So it goes with most great nation-states,
which –feeling guilty about their savage pasts–
eventually civilize themselves out of business and wind
up invaded and ultimately dominated by the lean, hungry
up-and-coming who are not made of sugar candy.
— Disney/ABC radio personality Paul Harvey,
expressing family values on June 23, 2005
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August 9, Thursday, 1945: Soviet forces launched a major offensive against the Japanese in Manchuria,
immediately breaching defenses. 1,000,000 Red Army troops were thrown into the battle.
After flying around over another city for half an hour waiting for a break in the clouds, our silver airplane had
gone to try to hit one of its secondary targets, the oldest Japanese port city, Nagasaki, with its American POW
camp. “Fat Man,” our other atomic bomb, the implosion-mechanism Plutonium239 bomb that had been so
eagerly sponsored by John von Neumann, missed its target by 1.9 miles and was utterly inefficient at its task
of converting matter into energy, damaging no portion of its industrial target area but detonating directly above
the largest Christian cathedal in the Far East. Oops!

Why, I bet nobody ever told you that! Did anyone tell you that this was another down day for Professor Albert
Einstein?

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
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Masahito Hirose was a junior high school student when he watched the white mushroom cloud rise above
Nagasaki. He lost a cousin in the blast, and later an aunt would die a slow and painful death while bleeding
from her nose and gums. Now, in the Year of Our Lord 2011, he is 81 years of age and subsequent to the
disaster at Fukushima Daiichi, he has begun to inquire “Is it Japan’s fate to repeatedly serve as a warning to
the world about the dangers of radiation?”

I do not know how many grams of Pt239 were packed into the wedges of the Nagasaki bomb, or what the
efficiency of the device should have been. All I can tell you is that of the amount used, which at an impossible
100% efficiency could have been as little as 5 kilograms, almost all of it was simply vaporized, and only
approximately one gram was converted into the entire energy of the explosion. The energy from conversion
of one gram of this matter is, however, equal to the energy released by the explosion of 18,000,000,000 grams
(20,000 tons) of ordinary military-grade TNT. The energy from this one gram of Pt239 killed almost instantly
about 250 Japanese soldiers, about the same number of American prisoners of war, and approximately 70,000
noncombatant men, women, and children.

Why, I bet nobody ever told you that after the detonation device we had used on the Hiroshima bomb had failed
to create more than a flash-bang of radiation, the entirely different detonation device we used on the Nagasaki
bomb also failed to create more than a flash-bang of radiation. In neither city did they even so much as leave
a hole in the ground. But, of course, as we went back to the drawing boards, our spin-doctors would scream
SUCCESS and SUCCESS despite the fact that we had succeeded only in producing something like 1% or less
of the slaughter and destruction that we had been scheming! (The initial bomb set off by North Korea well over
half a century later would be a squib like this, and we would chortle and mock.)
Flight report and operations order indicate that Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, flew as the weather plane
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on this second atomic mission.

A headline in The New Republic read “Thank God for the Atomic Bomb.” The blast at Nagasaki did not alter
the outcome of the war for the Japanese had already determined to surrender, but since we had managed to test
both our devices under real war conditions, the US would have a better basis for determining whether to
continue production at our Tennessee Valley facility, or at our Hanford facility. General Leslie “Can’t Drive a
Spike With a Tackhammer” Groves, facing a congressional committee, would offer that in his opinion dying
of radiation poisoning, as was happening in the surviving civilian populations in the Hiroshima and Nagasaki
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areas, must be relatively “a very pleasant way to die.”286

WORLD WAR II

286. Jonathan Kwitny has raised some hypothetical questions in the pages of the LA Times Book Review section for August 6, 1995
(page 10). What, he asks, would be the impact on us were we to find out certain things about our history as a nation:
But what if Gen. Eisenhower, Gen. MacArthur, Adm. Leahy, Gen. Bradley, and Adm. Nimitz –the
top American brass in World War II– had all believed Japan would surrender in mid-1945 without
our dropping atom bombs, and without an American invasion of Japan? What if Assistant Secretary
of War John McCloy, a Cold War hawk, agreed, and so did hawkish press tycoons Henry Luce and
David Lawrence, and even Air Force Gen. Curtis LeMay (of “Bombs Away With Curtis LeMay”
fame when he ran for vice president on the George Wallace ticket)? What if a commission to study
the bombings appointed by President Harry S Truman1 and directed by cold warrior Paul Nitze also
thought the bombing unnecessary to obtain Japanese surrender? What if even President Truman and
Secretary of War Henry Stimson in the weeks before the bomb was dropped had embraced in
writing every significant argument against the Hiroshima and Nagasaki attacks, and ordered that the
bomb not be dropped on civilian populations? What if Gen. Marshall, the future secretary of state,
and J. Robert Oppenheimer, who invented the bomb, had said it needn’t be dropped on civilian
populations? What if Truman-friendly historian Herbert Feis, who was given exclusive access to the
diaries, records and people, concluded that “There can hardly be a well-grounded dissent from the
conclusion … Japan would have surrendered if the atomic bombs had not been dropped … and even
if no invasion had been planned”?

1. No period after the S because, like “Truman,” it doesn’t stand for anything. See pages 150-151 of Lifton
and Mitchell’s HIROSHIMA IN AMERICA: FIFTY YEARS OF DENIAL (NY: E.F.Dutton & Sons, 1995).
Kwitny’s recitation of these True Facts ends with the observation that as of the 50th anniversary of our destruction of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki we “might want to ponder whether indiscriminate killing and maiming so many Japanese civilians dishonored rather
than honored the brave American servicemen who truly won the war in combat. But until now [with the late publication of
THE DECISION TO USE THE ATOMIC BOMB by Gar Alperovitz by Knopf, 847 “exceptionally large” pages, and HIROSHIMA IN
AMERICA by Robert Jay Lifton and Greg Mitchell, 425 “more imaginative” pages], we haven’t been allowed such luxury.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

The Enola Gay exhibit now provides us with outright half-truths such as that “special leaflets” were “dropped
on Japanese cities,” warning their civilians to evacuate. (“Well then, I suppose that if anyone got poisoned by
the radiation, it must have been their own fault. Gosh, knowing that makes me feel a whole lot easier about the
whole thing.”) This Smithsonian exhibit carefully neglects to inform us that it was only after Tokyo had been
destroyed by conventional firestorming, and Hiroshima and Nagasaki had been destroyed by nuclear devices,
that we had begun to drop any such leaflets!
Russia of course chose this opportunity to declare war on Japan. What fun!
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) attacked airfields and shipping
in northern Honshu and Hokkaido, Japan.
Battleships and cruisers (Rear Admiral J.F. Shafroth) bombarded industrial targets at Kamaishi, Honshu,
Japan.
Battleship, cruiser, and destroyers bombarded Wake Island.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer John W. Weeks (DD-701), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, off Honshu,
Japan, 35 degrees 0 minute North, 143 degrees 0 minute East
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•

Destroyer Borie (DD-704), by Japanese Kamikaze, off Honshu, Japan, 37 degrees 21 minutes
North, 143 degrees 45 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Minesweeper #33, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan, 38 degrees 26 minutes
North, 141 degrees 30 minutes East
Frigate Amakusa, by United States and British carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan,
38 degrees 26 minutes North, 141 degrees 30 minutes East
Frigate Inagi, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan, 38 degrees 26 N, 141 degrees
30 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
The US Army issued General Order #65, honoring a brave, or stupid, 2d Lieutenant for his bravery,
or stupidity:
CITATION: 2d Lt. Murphy commanded Company B, which was attacked by 6 tanks and
waves of infantry. 2d Lt. Murphy ordered his men to withdraw to prepared positions in a
woods, while he remained forward at his command post and continued to give fire
directions to the artillery by telephone.
Behind him, to his right, 1 of our tank destroyers received a direct hit and began to burn.
Its crew withdrew to the woods. 2d Lt. Murphy continued to direct artillery fire which
killed large numbers of the advancing enemy infantry.
With the enemy tanks abreast of his position, 2d Lt. Murphy climbed on the burning tank
destroyer, which was in danger of blowing up at any moment, and employed its .50 caliber
machine gun against the enemy. He was alone and exposed to German fire from 3 sides,
but his deadly fire killed dozens of Germans and caused their infantry attack to waver. The
enemy tanks, losing infantry support, began to fall back.
For an hour the Germans tried every available weapon to eliminate 2d Lt. Murphy, but he
continued to hold his position and wiped out a squad which was trying to creep up
unnoticed on his right flank. Germans reached as close as 10 yards, only to be mowed
down by his fire. He received a leg wound, but ignored it and continued the single-handed
fight until his ammunition was exhausted. He then made his way to his company, refused
medical attention, and organized the company in a counterattack which forced the
Germans to withdraw. His directing of artillery fire wiped out many of the enemy; he
killed or wounded about 50.
2d Lt. Murphy’s indomitable courage and his refusal to give an inch of ground saved his
company from possible encirclement and destruction, and enabled it to hold the woods
which had been the enemy’s objective.
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That had happened not recently but near Holtzwihr, France back on January 26th. In March Lieutenant Audie
Leon Murphy had been called to Nancy, France by order of the 3rd Infantry Division Commander, Major
General John “Iron-Mike” O’Daniel, and put on ice awaiting an appropriate occasion to make use of his record
of exploits. On this day, while we were dropping the other shoe on Japan, General O’Daniel presented to 1st
Lieutenant Murphy the Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star.
After “Iron Mike” had pinned the medals on Audie’s uniform, he pulled out of his pocket a Congressional
Medal of Honor. Without handing it over, O’Daniel showed the medal to Audie and advised him that General
Alexander Patch, the 7th Army Commander, would soon pin it on his chest at a separate ceremony.287

Somebody please assure me that this was just a coincidence, that it wasn’t intended to distract us from the
atrocity against civilians that we had just perpetrated at Nagasaki!
August 10, Friday, 1945: Japanese radio announced that the government accepts the Potsdam declaration
provided that the sovereignty of the emperor was maintained.
Allied warships shelled Kamaishi on Honshu Island.
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W. F. Halsey) attacked shipping, airfields, and
railroads in northern Honshu, Japan.
Russia having declared war on Japan on the previous day, Russian forces entered Korea.288
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Minesweeper #1, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, 38 degrees 26 minutes North,
141 degrees 30 minutes East

287. As we probably are all aware, Audie Murphy went on to become a Hollywood star. His first role would come in a film released
in 1949 by Allied Artists, titled “Bad Boy.” In 1950 he would sign a star-system contract with Universal-International, and over a
15-year period he would act in 26 Universal Studio films, 23 of them “westerns.” His 1949 autobiography TO HELL AND BACK
would of course be a best seller. He would play himself in a film biography released by Universal-International in 1955. “To Hell
and Back” would hold the record as that studio’s highest grossing picture, until 1975 when its boxoffice record would be surpassed
by the movie “Jaws.” He would earn more than $3,000,000 in those years, in an era in which a million dollars was not small change,
but he had drug-dependency problems and loved to play the horses. He would gamble most of the money away. Over Audie’s 25year period in Hollywood, he would act in a total of 44 feature films. (For some reason, the Oscar would ever elude him.)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
•

Transport #21, by Army aircraft, Inland Sea, Japan, 33 degrees 59 minutes North, 132 degrees
31 minutes East

A story that the guilty officials of the US federal government hoped would never see the light of day has now,
60 years after it was suppressed by military censors, finally been communicated to us. During the occupation
of the Japanese home islands, General Douglas MacArthur would declare the southern main islands of Japan,
where we had dropped the 2 atomic bombs, to be off-limits to our news media. We have belatedly received,

however, George Weller’s firsthand account of conditions at ground zero, and we have finally learned of the
horror that was being covered up. Weller disobeyed MacArthur and rode local trains and then used a rowboat
to reach the char of Nagasaki. His account of the tragedy would be suppressed by the military censors, who
would neglect even to return his draft to him, so he would never be able to send it on to his editors at the
Chicago Daily News. Meanwhile, independent journalist Wilfred Burchett would ride a local train for 30 hours
and then hoof it into the char of Hiroshima. Burchett’s story would promptly be published, in the London Daily
Express, as “The Atomic Plague”:
•

•

“In Hiroshima, 30 days after the first atomic bomb destroyed the city and shook the world, people
are still dying, mysteriously and horribly — people who were uninjured in the cataclysm from an
unknown something which I can only describe as the atomic plague.”
“Hiroshima does not look like a bombed city. It looks as if a monster steamroller has passed over it
and squashed it out of existence. I write these facts as dispassionately as I can in the hope that they

288. Tsuyoshi Hasegawa’s RACING THE ENEMY: STALIN, TRUMAN, AND THE SURRENDER OF JAPAN (Cambridge MA: Harvard UP,
2005) has made the case that this was the decisive event. From the point of view of Japan’s leaders, he writes, what we did with
impunity to Hiroshima and Nagasaki was not materially different from what we had just done with impunity to Tokyo and other
cities. Total destruction is total destruction, regardless of the technological means employed. American bombers incinerated Tokyo,
and then they would go on to incinerate Hiroshima, and then they would go on to incinerate Nagasaki. The fact that they incinerated
Tokyo with multiple incendiary devices but would incinerate Hiroshima and then Nagasaki with one single high-explosive bomb
apiece was essentially an irrelevancy. He argues that instead it was the Soviet Union’s entry into the war that really drove the
decision-making process of Japan’s leaders. Notice that if the Hiroshima bombing did not induce surrender and if the Soviet action
was central and if –as this historian asserts– the decision to surrender unconditionally was in fact already made before the Nagasaki
event, not due to Hiroshima but due to the Soviet declaration of war, then the standard explanation for our dropping the atomic
bombs in order to force Japan’s unconditional surrender has been utterly undermined.

Now as to President Truman’s order to drop the atomic weapon on Japanese cities: Hasegawa points up the
fact that a cryptic response by Truman to Secretary of War Stimson, “Suggestion approved. Release when
ready but not sooner than Aug. 2,” was not any sort of presidential order to drop the bomb — instead, this had
to do with the timing of a mere press release. Hasegawa goes on to point out that although Truman would
claim “he issued the order to drop the bomb on his voyage back to the United States somewhere in the middle
of the Atlantic,” in fact there never was any such Presidential order. “The fact is that the atomic bomb was
dropped without Truman’s explicit order.” The only explicit orders we can find, to drop atomic bombs on
Japanese cities, were almost entirely within military channels. An order was drafted by General Lesley
Groves and approved by George Marshall and Henry Stimson and delivered by General Thomas Handy to
the commander of the Army Strategic Air Forces, General Carl Spaatz. Nobody said anything to the President
since everyone involved clearly understood that he did want these weapons used just as soon as ready. President Truman “was not involved in this decision but merely let the military proceed without his interference.”
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will act as a warning to the world.”
Meanwhile, the US government would categorically dismiss these stories of the deadly lingering effects of
radiation as so much “Japanese propaganda” — and we Americans would of course in general believe our
government (since it would be so utterly disquieting to disbelieve our government).
George Weller would die in 2002. Then, however, Mr. Weller’s son Anthony would discovered among his
father’s papers a carbon copy of the suppressed dispatches and would manage finally to get it published, not
in America but in Japan, by the major newspaper Mainichi Shimbun:
•

•

“In swaybacked or flattened skeletons of the Mitsubishi arms plants is revealed what the atomic
bomb can do to steel and stone, but what the riven atom can do against human flesh and bone lies
hidden in two hospitals of downtown Nagasaki.”
“The atomic bomb’s peculiar ‘disease,’ uncured because it is untreated and untreated because it is
not diagnosed, is still snatching away lives here.”

However, during the war the US Department of War was making use of its propaganda weapon: It had on its
payroll a science writer whose cover was that he was also employed by The New York Times. Mr. William L.
Lawrence had even been granted a seat on the plane that dropped the bomb on Nagasaki!
•

“The Japanese are still continuing their propaganda aimed at creating the impression that we won
the war unfairly, and thus attempting to create sympathy for themselves and milder terms. ... Thus,
at the beginning, the Japanese described ‘symptoms’ that did not ring true.”

(Mr. Laurence would of course, for such curious fictions, be awarded a Pulitzer Prize.)
WORLD WAR II
August 11, Saturday, 1945: Speaking for the Allies, United States President Harry S Truman responded to the
Japanese message of the previous day. They would allow the Emperor to remain on the throne only if he
ensured the surrender of all Japanese military forces and then subjected himself to the supreme Allied military
commander. The form of the government for Japan would be one that would be chosen by the people
themselves. The President ordered a halt to atomic bomb production until further notice.
At a crematorium on Kyushu in Fukuoka, 8 US airmen were beheaded.

United States Destroyer Mcdermut (DD-677) was damaged by naval gunfire in the vicinity of the Kurile
Islands, at 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 155 degrees 1 minute East. Soviet naval forces bombarded southern
Sakhalin Island.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
My Dearest:
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Still no signs of Junior’s debut. I think he’s waiting till the
war’s over and people stop officially murdering each other.
I hope that news comes any minute now, although I shan’t
celebrate “victory” — It’s been too horribly costly. I don’t
know what it will mean to the two of us personally and the others
in our positions — that depends, I guess, on how vindictive our
government is. Yesterday, the boy next door had his radio on
listening to the “man in the street” program, from various large
cities all over the U.S., on the Japanese surrender offer.
I surely was surprised at the many bloodthirsty people who said
we should continue fighting until the “Japs” surrendered
unconditionally, or until all were killed, and the emperor
bagged for a war criminal. I heard only one lady (I didn’t listen
to the whole program) who had a son fighting in the Pacific, say
that we should accept the surrender terms, and as for the
emperor, why, in the words of Jesus, “What is that to thee?
Follow thou me.”
... As I look out of my window and see the beauties of God all
around I am made to wonder why is there so much sin in this
beautiful land. The tall stately hollyhocks are lovely in all
their different colors and the roses have been lovely with their
pink, red and yellow clusters and this morning I can see the
gladiolus begin to throw out their long spirals in all
colors....
Well, darling, I guess thy eyes are getting tired, not to mention
the poor censor’s. [This letter amounted to six pages, typed
single-space.] If this comes back, I’ll send it to thee piecemeal, unless I’m in the hospital. But I haven’t had any letterwriting instructions from Lewisburg.
All my love to thee, Thy Cary
WORLD WAR II

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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August 12, Sunday, 1945: Chiang Kai-Shek criticized the Chinese Communists for their “independent
action” of not accepting rule by his government.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.H. Brown) bombarded Japanese installations on Matsuwa and
Paramushiro Islands in the Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38), by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 13, Monday, 1945: Soviet forces captured the Japanese naval base at Rashin, Korea.
The World Zionist Congress demanded that 1,000,000 Jews be admitted into Palestine.
President Eduard Benes of Czechoslovakia nationalizes the film industry.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed targets in the general metropolitan
area of Japan known as “Tokyo” or Eastern Capital.
President Harry S Truman announced the end of the war with Japan at a press conference held at 7 PM (V-J Day).
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Lagrange (APA-124), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa
area, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-373, by submarine Spikefish (SS-404), off China, 29 degrees 2 minutes North, 123
degrees 53 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #6, by submarine Atule (SS-403), off Hokkaido, Japan, 42 degrees 16 minutes
North, 142 degrees 12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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August 14, Tuesday, 1945: The family of Hirotami Yamada, who is now secretary general of the Nagasaki
chapter of the Hidankyo or Japanese A-bomb survivors, had collected themselves together at their destroyed
home and taken stock of their various injuries, such as from flying glass, and had counted themselves relatively
fortunate. His baby brother had happened to be wrapped in a futon at the time, a futon that had served as a
cushion, and had suffered no apparent injuries — and then on the third day afterward the infant had simply
stopped breathing (they knew, of course, nothing of radiation).
In our final strategic bombing raid on Japan, American planes hit Kumagaya and other targets on Honshu. On
this day Japan accepted the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration and agreed to surrender. General of the
Army General Douglas MacArthur, was named Supreme Allied Commander to receive the Japanese
capitulation and conduct the occupation of Japan.
Emperor Hirohito recorded a message to the Japanese people explaining that his government has accepted
Allied terms of unconditional surrender. In the evening, over 1,000 Japanese soldiers attacked the palace in an
attempt to destroy the recording or prevent its transmission. They kill the commander of the palace guards, but
were repulsed by loyal troops. Minister of War, General Anami, kills himself in order to be spared listening to
the imperial proclamation.
France ratifies the Charter of the United Nations.
Vietnam’s puppet emperor, Bao Dai, abdicated. Ho Chi Minh’s guerrillas occupied Hanoi and proclaimed a
provisional government.
In the Andaman Islands, as food shortage had become acute during the last month of the war, the Japanese had
decided to rid themselves of any of the natives who were no longer useful to them. Deprived of all personal
possessions and household goods, one batch was loaded aboard three boats and taken to a point across from
the shore of Havelock Island and told to swim for it. Most of this batch of natives, about 100, of course
drowned on the way and anyway, those who made it to the shore of the uninhabited island would starve there.
There was another batch of 800 Indian civilians who were boated by the Japanese to another uninhabited
island, Tarmugli. On this island it took just over an hour for a detachment of 19 Japanese to bayonet or shoot
all but a couple of the natives, who had managed to hide.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Sea of Japan:
•

Coast defense vessel #13, by submarine Torsk (SS-423), 35 degrees 42 minutes North, 134 degrees
35 minutes East
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Coast defense vessel #47, by submarine Torsk (SS-423), 35 degrees 42 minutes North, 134 degrees
36 minutes East

Finally, having tested both the Plutonium239 version and the Uranium238 version of our new atomic weapon
on the civilians of their cities, having found out at the cost of the lives of Japanese civilians what we needed
to find out in order to decide which of these two civilian-killing devices we desired to continue to manufacture,
we were able to allow the Japanese government to agree to an unconditional surrender.
WORLD WAR II
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August 15, Wednesday, 1945: The US Navy released information about the sinking of the USS Indianapolis
(CA-35). The press began to ask questions, such as why this ship had been sunk without being missed.
Eventually the father of Tom Brophy, who had drowned while attempting the swim to the PBY, went to
Washington to meet with Captain Charles B. McVay III. According to Mr. D.J. Blum, the father was told to
arrange the meeting for the following week because the officer had a prior commitment. When Brophy trailed
the captain, he discovered that the “prior commitment” in question was a party. Furious, he contacted a
Washington friend of his, President Harry S Truman, who got in touch with Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, the
officer who appointed the members of the court, all of whom depended of course upon this Admiral for their
promotions. A court-martial would be scheduled.
Nationalist leader Ho Chi Minh asked the United States of America to declare Vietnam an American
protectorate, similar to the Philippines (he would receive no reply).
A Paris court found Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain guilty of intelligence with the enemy and sentenced him to
death. His property was confiscated. Marshal Petain would be flown to Portalet Fort in the Pyrenees to there
await the pleasure of President de Gaulle.
When Die Dreigroschenoper was performed in the Hebbel-Theater, Berlin, the music of Kurt Weill was heard
in Germany for the first time in a dozen years.
The US government ended rationing on gasoline, fuel oil and oil stoves, canned fruits, and vegetables.
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For the first time the voice of Japanese Emperor Hirohito (recorded) was broadcast over the radio, in an
announcement of the intention of his government to surrender. Among other things he asserted that it had been
“far from Our thoughts either to infringe upon the sovereignty of other nations or to embark upon territorial
aggrandizement,” as if the entire affair had been some sort of lamentable miscommunication. The cabinet
resigned.
In the Andaman Islands, a burial detail of Japanese troops went out to the island of Tarmugli where they had
conducted the massacre on the previous day, to destroy all traces of this. Within twenty-four hours they would
collect all 798 bodies and reduce them in funeral pyres to fragmented bones and ashes. This residue they then
buried in deep pits they dug on the beach. (The presiding Japanese officer would be tried by a British Military
Court and sentenced to two years imprisonment.) Following the Emperor’s radio broadcast, 16 captured B-29
crewmen on Kyushu Island were trucked to a wooded hill, led into the woods stripped of their clothing, and
executed. Before the announcement of the end of hostilities was received by our forces, aircraft from fast
carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) raided airfields in the Tokyo area and encountered heavy
airborne opposition.
President Truman announced that Japan had unconditionally surrendered (actually, the surrender hadn’t been
exactly unconditional as we had promised to allow them their emperor). Anyway, VJ Day was declared. In the
course of the war 6,255 Minnesotans had been killed in uniform. In Minnesota, land of euphemism, it was
being continuously asserted that what had happened was that our boys had “given their lives for their country.”
The state legislature embraced an official state song, “Hail! Minnesota.” Naval task group (Commodore R. W.
Simpson) was established to liberate, evacuate, and extend medical care to Allied prisoners of war in Japan.
An agreement divided Korea into US and Soviet occupation zones along the 38th Parallel.289
On this day President Truman authorized a study of war events — when this study would be released more
than a year later, it would baldly declare that what his generals and admirals had been insisting to him –that
there was no military necessity to drop the atomic bombs– had been entirely accurate, and that his decision to
drop the A-bombs and then pronounce that this had been out of military necessity could only have been either
a mere Fake News cover story intended for domestic political purposes, believed not even by himself, or at
best, if he truly himself at the time believed it, a tendentious and devastating error in judgment:
[C]ertainly prior to 31 December 1945, and in all probability
prior to 1 November 1945 [the date on which the US had planned
to launch its major landing of US troops across the beaches of
the Japanese home islands], Japan would have surrendered even
if the atomic bombs had not been dropped, even if Russia had not
entered the war, and even if no invasion had been planned or
contemplated.

289. 38th Parallel. Hmm....
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New research on Hiroshima, Nagasaki
Truman was a war criminal
by John Catalinotto
Why was Harry Truman’s decision to use atomic weapons against
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, 60 years ago, like George Bush’s
decision to invade Iraq in 2003? They were both war crimes,
of course. And they were both based on a Big Lie.
In Bush’s case the lie was the now-discredited claim that the
US had to invade Iraq to stop the use of “weapons of mass
destruction.” In Truman’s case, it was that the US had to drop
A-bombs to force the Japanese to surrender — or this would
require a land invasion that would cost hundreds of thousands
of US casualties.
With the 60th anniversary of the bombings coming up, it is more
than likely that the big lie of 1945 will be repeated ad nauseam
by politicians, corporate media and bought-off historians of US
academia. There are, however, two historians who are marshaling
old and new arguments and facts to expose this lie.
They are Peter Kuznick, director of the Nuclear Studies
Institute at American University in Washington DC, and Mark
Selden, from Cornell University in Ithaca NY. Kuznick and Selden
presented their latest findings at a press conference July 21
organized by Greenpeace in London. The Greenpeace site has a
video presentation by the two historians.
Their findings support an argument made earlier: that the main
reason the US used nuclear weapons on Japan was to get a jump
start on the war against the Soviet Union. Truman used the bomb
in 1945 so the US could threaten to use it against Korea, Vietnam
and in many other battles. These new findings reveal that the
US officials making the decisions themselves knew and admitted
their Big Lie was a lie.
The two historians studied the diplomatic archives of the US,
Japan and the USSR. They found that on August 3, 1945, three
days before Hiroshima, Truman agreed at a meeting that Japan was
“looking for peace.” All the U.S. senior generals and admirals,
including General Dwight Eisenhower, General Douglas MacArthur
and Admiral William Leahy, told him it was unnecessary to use
the A-bomb to defeat Japan. “Impressing Russia was more
important than ending the war,” Selden says.
Kuznick and Selden also show that the Japanese authorities were
anxious to avoid a Soviet invasion of the Japanese main islands.
The USSR officially entered the Pacific war on August 9, 1945,
sweeping through Japanese-occupied China and half of Korea.
At the press conference, Kuznick and Selden didn’t discuss in
detail why the Japanese imperialists feared a Soviet occupation
more than one by the US, when the US posture was so hostile to
Japan. The Japanese imperialists’ fear can only be explained by
the socialist underpinnings of the USSR, which threatened a
change in property relations wherever the Red Army liberated
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territory. This happened, for example, in Eastern Europe and
East Germany.
On August 15, 1945, Truman ordered a survey of the war events.
Published over a year later, it stated: “Based on a detailed
investigation of all the facts, and supported by the testimony
of the surviving Japanese leaders involved, it is the Survey’s
opinion that certainly prior to 31 December 1945, and in all
probability prior to 1 November 1945, Japan would have
surrendered even if the atomic bombs had not been dropped, even
if Russia had not entered the war, and even if no invasion had
been planned or contemplated.” November 1 was the date the US
had planned the invasion.

“A crime against humanity”
In Hiroshima, an estimated 80,000 people were killed in a split
second on August 6. Some 13 square kilometers of the city were
obliterated. By December, at least another 70,000 people had
died from radiation and injuries. Three days later, on August
9, the US dropped an A-bomb on Nagasaki, resulting in the deaths
of at least 70,000 people before the year was out. About 10
percent of the casualties were Koreans forced to work in Japan
at the time.
Kuznick and Selden put most of the blame on Truman. “He knew he
was beginning the process of annihilation of the species,” says
Kuznick, “It was not just a war crime; it was a crime against
humanity.”
A revealing comment regarding US war crimes came from John
Bolton, recently appointed US ambassador to the United Nations.
Bolton was arguing in 1998 against the International Criminal
Court. “Much of the media attention to the American negotiating
position on the ICC concentrated on the risks perceived by the
Pentagon to American peacekeepers stationed around the world,”
wrote Bolton. ... “[O]ur real concern should be for the
president and his top advisers.”
Bolton continued: “The definition of ‘war crimes’ includes, for
example: ‘intentionally directing attacks against the civilian
population as such or against individual civilians not taking
direct part in hostilities.’”
Bolton wrote that under the ICC rules, US leaders could have
been found guilty of a war crime for dropping atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and for all the aerial bombardments of
German and Japanese civilian areas.
The A-bombs were not the only crimes. US nighttime raids using
conventional bombs against residential areas of Tokyo, Osaka and
other industrial cities caused hundreds of thousands of Japanese
civilian deaths, and Dresden, Germany, was obliterated in early
1945, killing mainly refugees. But Truman’s decision opened the
door to massive use of these new terror bombs.
Now the Bush administration, fresh from being caught in a series
of lies justifying aggression against Iraq, plans to increase
the Pentagon’s reliance on a new generation of nuclear weapons.
On the 60th anniversary of Hiroshima, it is past time to organize
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to prevent the new crimes US imperialism has in its plans.
This
article
is
copyright
under
a
Creative
Commons License. Workers World, 55 W. 17 St. NY 10011
WORLD WAR II

“The only thing new in the world
is the history you don’t know.”
— Harry S Truman

August 16, Thursday, 1945: Emperor Hirohito ordered all Japanese troops to cease fire.
WORLD WAR II
Prince Naruhiko Higashikuni replaced Baron Kantaro Suzuki as prime minister of Japan.
Indonesian nationalist leaders Sukarno and Mohammed Hatta met with General Yamamoto in Batavia
(Jakarta) who told them that Japanese promises of independence were moot since Japan no longer held any
power over the future of their country.
The King of Thailand voided his country’s declaration of war on the United States of America and upon Great
Britain.
A treaty between Poland and the USSR put their border at the Curzon Line. Poland lost 179,460 sq kilometers
in the east but gained 102,553 in the west.
Turkey ratified the United Nations Charter.
String Quartet no.2 op.24 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Colorado Springs.

August 17, Friday, 1945: The Indonesian Committee of National Independence declared the independence of
the former Netherlands East Indies as Indonesia.
French President Charles de Gaulle commuted the death sentence for Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain to life in
prison.
ANIMAL FARM by George Orwell was published in London by Secker and Warburg.
General Prince Higashikuni became Prime Minister of Japan and formed a new cabinet.
WORLD WAR II
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August 19, Sunday, 1945: A Japanese delegation in Manila was informed of the terms of their surrender as
dictated by General Douglas MacArthur.

Near Hankow in northeast China, a civilian group of Chinese managed to capture 26 Japanese soldiers.
They beheaded the initial 4, then tied 4 to posts and shot them in the back of the head, then broke and crudely
amputated the arms and legs of the next 4, and cut off the hands and feet of 4 and stuffed their genitals into
their mouths.

Then with the remaining 10, they gouged their eyes and used them for bayonet practice. (Were these dudes
trying to prove that Chinese can be as inventive as Japanese?)
HEADCHOPPING

The war being over, the American newspapers revealed that there had been in January 1945, while John R.
Kellam was in the Toledo jail awaiting his big day in court, a possibility that Japan might surrender before the
A-bomb, a possibility upon which then-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had simply refused to follow up.
The following appeared in the Chicago Tribune and the Washington DC Times Herald, on page 1:
WORLD WAR II
BARE PEACE BID
U.S. REBUFFED
7 MONTHS AGO
------------------------------------------------BY WALTER TROHAN
Chicago Tribune Press Service
Washington, D.C. Aug. 19 - [1945]
Release of censorship restrictions in the United States makes
it possible to announce that Japan’s first peace bid was relayed
to the White House seven months ago.
Two days before the late President Roosevelt left for the Yalta
conference with Prime Minister Churchill and Dictator Stalin,
he received a Japanese offer identical with the terms
subsequently concluded by his successor, President Truman.
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The Jap offer, based on five separate peace overtures was
relayed to the White House by Gen. MacArthur in a 40-page
communication. The American commander, who had just returned
triumphantly to Bataan, urged negotiations on the basis of the
Jap overtures.
All Acting for the Emperor
Two of the five Jap overtures were made thru American channels
and three thru British channels. All came from responsible
Japanese, acting for Emperor Hirohito.
President Roosevelt dismissed the general’s communication,
which was studded with solemn references to Deity, after a
casual reading with the remark, “MacArthur is our greatest
general and our poorest politician.”
The MacArthur report was not taken to Yalta. It was preserved
in the files of the high command, however, and subsequently
became the basis of the Truman-Attlee Potsdam declaration
calling for surrender of Japan.
News Kept Secret
This Jap peace bid was known to THE TRIBUNE soon after the
MacArthur communication reached here. It was not published,
however, because of THE TRIBUNE’S established policy of complete
cooperation with the voluntary censorship code.
Now that peace has been concluded on the basis of the terms
MacArthur reported, high administration officials prepared to
meet expected congressional demands for explanation of the
delay. It was considered certain that charges would be hurled
from various quarters of congress that the delay cost thousands
of American lives and casualties, particularly in such costly
offensives as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
It was explained in high official circles that the bid relayed
by MacArthur did not constitute an official offer in the same
sense as the final offer, which was presented thru Japanese
diplomatic channels in Bern and Stockholm for relay to the four
major allied powers.
War Lords Feared
No negotiations were begun on the basis of this bid, it was said,
because it was feared that if any were undertaken the Jap war
lords, who were presumed to be ignorant of the feelers, would
visit swift punishment on those making the offer.
It was held possible that the war lords might assassinate the
emperor. Officials said Mr. Roosevelt felt that the Japs were
not ripe for peace, except for a small group, who were powerless
to cope with the war lords, and that peace could not come until
the Japs had suffered more.
The offer, as relayed by MacArthur, contemplated surrender of
everything but the person of the emperor. Japanese quarters
making the offer suggested that the emperor become a puppet in
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the hands of American forces.
Full Surrender Offered
Jap proposals in the MacArthur communication contemplated:
1. Full surrender of Jap forces on sea, in the air, at home, on
island possessions, and in occupied countries.
2. Surrender of all arms and munitions.
3. Occupation of the Jap homeland and island possessions by
allied troops under American direction.
4. Jap relinquishment of Manchuria, Korea and Formosa, as well
as all territory seized during the war.
5. Regulation of Jap industry to halt present and future
production of implements of war.
6. Turning over of Japanese the United States might designate
war criminals.
7. Release of all prisoners of war and internees in Japan proper
and in areas under Japanese control.
In fact the idea that the Japanese would never surrender had been little more than an American wartime myth,
and rather than being a piece of useful realism had constituted the primary obstacle to negotiation toward a
Japanese surrender. How do we know this? Well, we can trust the attitude of the Sinologist George Edward
Taylor of the University of Washington on this one, because he was a cold warrior on the inside and anything
but a bleeding-heart liberal — he would become a Nixonian reactionary and support the Vietnam War on the
campus of the University of Washington. Questioning the wisdom of using atomic weapons against Japanese
civilians to end the war in the Pacific, it appears, had not been a position reserved for the softhearted: before
the dropping of the atom bombs there had been embedded conservative members of the military-intelligence
community, international men of intrigue, hawks, who had viewed this as an unnecessary atrocity. During
WWII Taylor worked with Rand Corporation, with the Department of State, and with other articulations of the
revolving door of American intelligence institutions private and public. As the Deputy Director for the Far East
of the Office of War Information, he supervised a small army of anthropologists who were, basically,
weaponizing anthropology against the Japanese. It was Taylor’s team that crafted the leaflets dropped from
airplanes on Japanese soldiers and civilians. His team of government anthropologists had access to 5,000
diaries seized from captured and killed Japanese soldiers and studied such documents carefully for clues as to
Japanese behavior tendencies. At the beginning of the war Taylor had viewed his psychological warfare
programs as a means of ending the war by helping the Japanese overcome all the cultural obstacles preventing
their surrender, but as the war progressed and it became abundantly clear that the American side would triumph
he began to see his job as being one that needed to be done at home: he needed to convince US civilian and
military leaders that they did not in order to end the war need to engage in any acts of genocidal annihilation.
He came to perceive the War Department and the White House as in the grip of racist stereotypes of maniacal
Japanese soldiers and citizens fighting to the death, and he and his staff began to struggle against this domestic
attitude as a prime obstacle to peace. In the typescript of a speech that he probably delivered in 1944, we find
him arguing that “If we accept, as we must, the view that Japanese soldiers, in spite of their indoctrination, are
as human as other troops, we shall be the less surprised at the mounting evidence of their very human reactions
to defeat. We are taking more and more prisoners. Two years ago it would have been very unusual for 60 men
to allow themselves to be picked up out of the water when their transport had been sunk. In New Guinea and
Burma stragglers are coming in out of the jungles to surrender without a struggle. We have known for a long
time that many Japanese officers have been evacuated from indefensible positions and that their reaction on
places such as Attu, where escape was impossible, was not to fight to the last man.” Such thinking would be
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ignored by the War Department and White House. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt insisted on including
the demise of the Japanese Emperor as part of America’s demand for unconditional surrender, and it was not
until after this man had collapsed and died that the government was able to communicate a more relaxed
position on this point to the Japanese. A May 11, 1945 communication intercept being studied inside the US
government had supported the attitude of Taylor and others at the Office of War Information that the Japanese
military were ripe for surrender: “Report of peace sentiment in Japanese armed forces: On 5 May the German
Naval Attaché in Tokyo dispatched the following message to Admiral Doenitz: ‘An influential member of the
Admiralty Staff has given me to understand that, since the situation is clearly recognized to be hopeless, large
sections of the Japanese armed forces would not regard with disfavor an American request for capitulation
even if the terms were hard, provided they were halfway honorable.’” To this communication intercept,
someone in US military intelligence had appended the following: “Previously noted diplomatic reports have
commented on signs of war weariness in official Japanese Navy circles, but have not mentioned such an
attitude in Army quarters.” A July 20, 1945 communication intercept had revealed that Japanese Ambassador
Sato was advocating a Japanese surrender providing that the United States would assure the Japanese that the
“Imperial House” would remain in existence. Like many others, regardless of how hawkish they were, Taylor
would come to consider that what President Harry S Truman’s decision to use of nuclear weapons probably
had to do with was “scaring the hell out of the Soviet Union,” and that the idea of saving American lives during
an invasion of the Japanese homeland islands was a mere Fake News cover story that of course the American
public would readily buy into in order to avoid the thought that we had committed a war atrocity.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

August 20, Monday, 1945: Soviet forces occupied Pinkiang (Harbin) and Mukden (Shenyang).
Armed clashes between Chinese Nationalist and Communist forces occured in Shansi Province.
The USSR ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling was put on trial for treason in Oslo.
The War Production Board in the United States removed most controls over manufacturing.
Naval task force (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) was formed to assume responsibility for the occupation of the
Yokosuka Naval base, Japan.
WORLD WAR II

Japan
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August 21, Tuesday, 1945: Asiatic Wing, Naval Air Transport Service, was established at Oakland,
California.
At the Omega site in Los Alamos National Laboratory, New Mexico, Harry K. Daghlian, Jr. inadvertently
dropped a tungsten carbide brick onto a plutonium core. The tungsten carbide reflected some of the lump’s
neutrons, bringing it unexpectedly to criticality. Although he quickly removed the brick he had been fatally
irradiated, and would die on September 15th.290

CLOSE CALLS
June 23, 1942

There was a steam explosion and fire in an atomic pile at Leipzig shortly after Werner
Heisenberg and Robert Döpel had used it to generate Nazi Germany’s 1st signals of
neutron propagation. While checking their device for a possible heavy-water leak, air
got in and the device’s uranium powder ignited. This caused the water jacket to boil
and generated enough steam pressure to blow the pile apart, scattering burning uranium powder throughout the lab.

August 21, 1945

At the Omega site in Los Alamos National Laboratory, New Mexico, Harry K. Daghlian, Jr. inadvertently creating a critical mass when he dropped a tungsten carbide
brick onto a plutonium core. Although he quickly removed the brick he had been
fatally irradiated, and would die on September 15th.

May 21, 1946

At Los Alamos National Laboratory, New Mexico there was another accidental criticality. Demonstrating his technique for the benefit of 7 visitors, Louis Slotin used a
screwdriver to manually assemble a critical mass of plutonium. His hand slipped.
He received an estimated dose of 1,000 rads (rad), or 10 grays (Gy) and would die on
May 30th. The observers received doses as high as 166 rads but survived, although
3 of them would die within a few decades from conditions presumed to be radiationrelated.

King Mihai of Romania refuses to sign any more laws. The communist government rules by decree.
President Harry S Truman ended the Lend-Lease program.
Mili Atoll in the Marshall Islands surrendered, the initial Japanese garrison in the Pacific Ocean to capitulate
to the Allied forces. The surrender was accepted on board US Destroyer Escort Levy (DE-162).
WORLD WAR II

290. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so
far at least– there hasn’t been a single atomic blast! Cross your fingers.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
August 22, Wednesday, 1945: The Japanese army in Manchuria surrendered to the Soviets. In The Kwantung
Peninsula of China, Soviet troops landed at Port Arthur (Lüshun) and Dairen and began to occupy the Kuriles.
WORLD WAR II
They captured and imprison Kang Teh, Emperor of Manchukuo.
Japanese forces in Indonesia publicly announced their surrender.
A French military team parachuted into southern Indochina.
Ukraine ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
A conference in Paris on Tangier decided it would have international status until a larger conference by all
signatories to the 1907 treaty.
The US government allowed amateur radio on the air again.
August 25, Saturday, 1945: The Red Army completed the conquest of southern Sakhalin Island.
American soldiers entered a POW camp at Haichow on Hainan Island, liberating the 130 Australians left alive.
Leonard Bernstein was offered the directorship of the New York City Symphony on his 27th birthday.
He accepted.
Aircraft from carrier task groups began daily flights over Japan to patrol airfields, shipping movements, and
to locate and supply prisoner of war camps; this would continue until September 2d, 1945.
WORLD WAR II
August 26, Sunday, 1945: Chinese Nationalist forces entered Shanghai and Nanking ahead of the
Communists.
A treaty between China and the USSR was announced. The Soviet Union pledges not to interfere in Chinese
internal affairs and respect the territorial integrity of China. Both countries would jointly manage Manchurian
railroads and Port Arthur.
WORLD WAR II
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August 27, Monday, 1945: Third Fleet (Admiral William F. Halsey) stood into Sagami Bay, the outer bay to
Tokyo. Allied warships came to anchor.
The 3d movement of the Duo for 2 violins op.258 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time,
privately, at the home of the composer in Oakland.
U.S. B-29s dropped supplies for allied prisoners of war in China.
Two Japanese submarines surrendered to four United States destroyers off Honshu.
WORLD WAR II
August 28, Tuesday, 1945: Annie Hunt committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
150 Air Force Technicians in an advance team of the American occupation forces, led by Colonel Charles
Tench, landed at Atsugi Airdrome near Yokohama. They were the initial foreign conquerors ever to set foot
on Japanese soil.
Administrative and operational control of the Seventh Fleet (Admiral T.C. Kinkaid) passes from Commander
in Chief Southwest Pacific Area (General of the Army Douglas MacArthur) to Commander in Chief Pacific
Fleet (Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz).
WORLD WAR II
August 29, Wednesday, 1945: An American airborne division landed at Yokosuka naval base.
Soviet warships entered Port Arthur.
The Philippines ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
The 1st congress of the new Polish Composers’ Union opened. During the 4-day meeting, Witold
Lutoslawski’s Wind Trio was 1st performed.
24 members of the Nazi government were indicted for war crimes in Nürnberg.
The US ended restrictions on the sale of wool.
Passacaglia from Peter Grimes for orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in
London.
A Japanese submarine surrendered to submarine Segundo (SS-398), off northeast Honshu.
WORLD WAR II
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August 30, Thursday, 1945: The Royal Navy reached Hong Kong.
Byelorussia and Syria ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
General Douglas MacArthur arrived in Japan. Landings by the occupation forces began in the Tokyo Bay area,
spearheaded by the 4th Marines, under cover of the guns of the 3rd Fleet plus Naval and Army aircraft. The
surrender of the Yokosuka Naval Base was accepted by Rear Admiral R.B. Carney and Rear Admiral O.C.
Badger and a headquarters for the Commander 3rd Fleet was established there.
WORLD WAR II
John R. Kellam’s and Agnes Carol Zens Kellam’s first child, Susan Kellam, was born on the couple’s 1st
wedding anniversary.
When Carol came back from Toledo, to Washington to live with her
mother up on River Road NW, she returned to attend Friends
Meeting in Washington. As soon as they knew she was back, they
welcomed her very warmly and asked her what she needed and so
on. The baby was imminent, due in August, which was almost eight
months after I went into prison. She didn’t have a crib yet, and
suddenly a crib appeared, having been shipped in for her by
various younger and older Friends from Florida Avenue Meeting
who chipped in. There were many other ways in which Friends
helped Carol all the way through that period and beyond and until
I got home. Even beyond that, they helped to get me settled.
They found that another member, Frederick Libby, could use
another employee in the National Council for Prevention of War.
He was one of the most active members in the ministry to that
meeting. In fact he spoke too often! He was just full of feelings
and ideas and ways of trying further to get wars put into the
background of history. His office had been right across
Eighteenth Street from the State Department Office which is now
the Executive Office Building of the President. So they had
several big posters displayed in rotation in the windows and new
ones coming out with lettering large enough to be read from the
windows of the US Department of State. The staff realized that
even with the war going on, here was this little pacifist agency
continuing to work to get some improvements in the world that
would let wars be less likely or obsolete. There were some
hotheads who would take various means and occasionally
destructive means, letting that organization know that they
didn’t approve because everybody had to be for the war. While
we were in the war it was only the people with adverse political
ideas that would be so stubborn as to say that the war was bad.
And such a “good war” was going on!

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS
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SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).

August 31, Friday, 1945: Works for piano by Peter Sculthorpe were performed for the initial time, over the
local Tasmanian airwaves of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, by the composer: Nocturne, Short
Piece for Pianoforte no.1, and Prelude to a Puppet Show.
Cuatro Nocturnos for soprano, alto and orchestra by Carlos Chávez to words of Villaurrutia, were performed
for the initial time, in the Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City.
The Chinese Nationalist army took control of Canton.
A government for the Republic of Indonesia was installed with Sukarno as president and Mohammed Hatta as
vice-president.
US President Harry S Truman abolished the Office of War Information.
On US Destroyer Bagley (DD-386), the surrender of Marcus Island (Minami Tori Shima) was accepted by
Rear Admiral F.E.M. Whiting.
US Marines landed at Tateyama Naval Base, Honshu, Japan and accepted its surrender.
WORLD WAR II
September 2, Sunday, 1945: There had been no actual fighting for a number of days (very few warriors are
eager to be the very last warrior to die in a given war). On this day Japanese officials came aboard the battleship
USS Missouri (BB-63) at anchor in Tokyo Bay to sign formal articles of unconditional surrender. General of
the Army Douglas MacArthur signed for the Allied Powers, and Fleet Admiral C.W. Nimitz signed for the
United States. Representatives of China, Great Britain, the USSR, Australia, Canada, France, Netherlands, and
New Zealand added their signatures to the celebration. It is estimated that roughly 50,000,000 human beings
died in the course of World War II including 20,000,000 Soviets, 7,000,000 Germans, 6,000,000 Chinese,
6,000,000 Poles, 6,000,000 Jews, 3,000,000 Japanese, 1,500,000 Yugoslavs, 511,000 from the British
Commonwealth nations, 420,000 Greeks, 363,000 Americans, 240,000 Dutch, 36,000 Indians, 27,000 Finns,
and untold thousands from other cultures. At the end of the ceremony, General MacArthur announced, “These
proceedings are closed.” Army forces were disembarked at Yokohama from a naval task force under the
command of Rear Admiral J.L. Hall.
In related ceremonies, Japanese troops on Truk in the Caroline Islands, on Pagan and Rota Islands in the
Marianas Islands, and in the Palau Islands were meanwhile surrendering to other United States Naval and
Marine officers on board other naval vessels at various locations.

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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On this same day, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the independence of Vietnam to a crowd of 500,000 in Hanoi by
quoting from the text of the American Declaration of Independence, which had been supplied to him by our
OSS — “We hold the truth that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, among them life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This immortal statement is extracted
from the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America in 1776. These are undeniable truths.”
Ho declared himself president of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and would pursue American
recognition but would repeatedly be ignored by President Harry S Truman.

During the WWII period 1941 to 1945, a total of some 2,700 or more Liberty Ships had been constructed in
18 shipyards, as general cargo carriers. One of these had been designated the SS HENRY D. THOREAU .
The last datapoint that we presently possess is a radio news announcement during this month: that cargo vessel
was in the Caribbean, it was caught in a storm, and its highly explosive deck cargo had broken loose.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
The warlords of America would not release their prisoners of conscience right away, but as it seems, under the
circumstances Friend John R. Kellam of the good behavior would probably not need to serve out his total fiveyear “legal maximum” prison sentence:

After the war ended, I spent the last fifteen months of my
sentence, which was originally five years, at Lewisburg.

The only library books I saw at Lewisburg were ones a former sea
captain had brought me, THE AMERICAN EPHEMERIS AND NAUTICAL ALMANAC
because he had discovered —he was an orderly in the hospital
ward, and he found out— that I was doing some exercises in math
so he brought me these books full of tables, astronomical
tables, which delighted me and I spent a lot of time — I even
figured out all of the elements of the orbit for a fictitious
planet, which I called Imp, for Impossible. I think I put it
somewhere between Venus and Earth in order to have its own orbit.
I wasn’t particularly concerned about perturbations of the
orbits of either Venus or Earth but just to see how it would
rotate around, or revolve around the Sun, what its own year would
be and how large it was likely to be and how much gravitation
it probably would have in that position and so forth. I made a
lot of assumptions which were not factually based but anyway it
was an instructive sort of fiddling around.
There was a man who had lost his power to walk because of feeling
very oppressed and violated. This was an Indian, an American
Indian, another inmate at Lewisburg, who had resisted routine
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inoculation for whatever disease, inoculations that were given
to any inmate whose history wasn’t firm that he had had such an
inoculation recently enough. He resisted on the basis that his
Indian religious faith was very strong against taking anything
into his body that was not generated inside his body from normal
food. Anything injected would be a poison and would have dire
side-effects. It was not to be permitted, but the prison
authorities had insisted and against his most strenuous physical
resistance they had injected some kind of vaccine into one of
his buttocks where it would be absorbed in a way that medical
science says is proper. He was so violated in opposition to his
conscience and his religious spirituality that he lost all power
in that leg on that side and he simply could not walk. He had
no strength left. The doctors dismissed this as so much hysteria
and of course every prisoner is supposed to conform to whatever
demands are made by the authorities over all the inmates. We
should not presume to question their judgment because they were
in control and virtually owned us for the duration of our
sentences. Now this man was in a private room at the time and
he soon was thrown out into the ward. He was bedridden so his
food was brought to him on a tray and put on his little side
table. There didn’t seem to be any other disability but he was
absolutely convinced that he could not walk. To me this
indicated the complete insensitivity of the prison officials to
any matters of religious conscience. They were completely
indifferent to him as they were to me. It all fit.

While I was at Lewisburg, there was a fellow from Tunbridge,
Vermont who came to visit me. He was a medium large fellow with
a bushy beard and a very deep voice. He had a whole air of self
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confidence and he was happy to be himself. He had refused
military service. I don’t recall that he was a member of any
church, or at least any of the peace churches, but he looked
like a fellow who always knew precisely where he stood and didn’t
have to think very much about how to react to situations. He
seemed to have been born wise. I liked him as soon as he
introduced himself and we sat and talked together. He seemed to
be finding out how firm and settled I was. I don’t know if he
had any early struggles at all. He just looked like someone who
never had.291

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY,
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE,
IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

September 3, Monday-December 31, 1945: Rudolph Dunbar becomes the first black man to conduct the
Berlin Philharmonic. Among other things he directed the 1st European performance of the Afro-American
Symphony of William Grant Still.
The period between the signing of the capitulation documents on board the battleship Missouri (BB-63) and
the end of the year 1945 witnessed the surrender of Japanese garrisons on the Asiatic mainland, and on bypassed islands scattered throughout the western Pacific. Occupation of Japan progressed and the
administrative organization of the United States naval forces in the area was adjusted where necessary to
enable the Navy to carry out its assigned occupation and demilitarization duties. Naval combat strength
contracted as demobilization procedures were set in motion.
WORLD WAR II
291. Probably about five or six years ago I was going through Tunbridge, Vermont and I remembered that this fellow had said that
he had spent all of his childhood there. I wondered if he was still alive, so I tried to look him up. When I found a librarian there, she
told me who would likely know his name — the sheriff. So I found the sheriff in town and told him that I had met the man in
Lewisburg Penitentiary as another conscientious objector to the war. He knew right away who I was talking about and so I found
that he had lived a good life and that his latter years were spent down in Nicaragua on some kind of a service mission to a community.
Then he had returned to Tunbridge and eventually died somewhere in his seventies. I always wished that I had looked him up earlier.
I would like to have met him again.
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September 7, Friday, 1945: Japanese forces in the Ryukyus surrendered at Okinawa.
The Japanese surrendered Shanghai.
WORLD WAR II
September 9, Sunday, 1945: In a ceremony at Nanking, 1,000,000 Japanese troops in China surrendered.
British forces landed near Port Swettenham, Malaya to enforce the Japanese surrender.
The Japanese navy in eastern Indonesia formally surrendered to Australian forces at Morotai. Meanwhile
Japanese forces on Timor surrendered to Australians in Kupang harbor.
WORLD WAR II
September 10, Monday, 1945: General Douglas MacArthur imposed censorship on Japan and dissolved the
Imperial Staff.
A People’s Republic was declared in Inner Mongolia.
The Nazi puppet ruler of Norway, Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling, was convicted of treason and
sentenced to death.
WORLD WAR II
September 11, Tuesday, 1945: Works for piano by Peter Sculthorpe were performed for the first time, over the
local Tasmanian airwaves of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, by the composer: “Falling Leaves” and
“Winter Woodland.”
The beginning of the use of artificial organs: 67-year-old Maria Schafstadt, a Dutch woman, survived a kidney
ailment through the use of an artificial kidney invented and managed by Willem Kolff. She was the 17th patient
Kolff treated with this machine, but the first one to survive more than a few days.
General Douglas MacArthur ordered the arrest of 40 Japanese officials on war crimes charges. When soldiers
arrived at the Tokyo home of former Prime Minister Hideki Tojo, he shot himself four times in the stomach
even though he fully intended the shots to enter his heart (an American hospital in Yokohama would restore
him sufficiently to enable us to hang him).
Portugal reasserted authority over Portuguese Timor.
Japanese forces handed over Sarawak to an Australian administration.
WORLD WAR II
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September 12, Wednesday, 1945: In the Council Chamber at Singapore, Lord Mountbatten received the
surrender of all Japanese forces in Southeast Asia.
Chinese troops took control of Shanghai.
Rationing of cheese ended in the United States.
September 13, Thursday, 1945: The Japanese surrendered in Burma.
Indian, Gurkha and Free French troops arrived in Saigon and freed the Vichy French garrison (who had been
imprisoned by the Japanese). All 3 forces, British and Free French, Vichy French, and Japanese joined to drive
the Viet Minh out of Saigon.
The Soviet Union established a German government in their occupation zone. 3 of 11 directors were
communists. 150,000 Chinese Nationalist soldiers, consisting mainly of poor peasants, would arrive in Hanoi,
after looting Vietnamese villages during their entire march down from China. They would then proceed to loot
Hanoi as well.
WORLD WAR II
September 16, Sunday, 1945: A British admiral landed at Batavia (Jakarta) and announced that his purpose
was merely to secure the area until Dutch officials could arrived to resumed their colonial rule.
As officers of the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong lined up in Government House (watched by 3
commandos with their fingers on the triggers of their tommy guns) to hand over their swords to Admiral
Harcourt of the Royal Navy, and as warships in Victoria Strait conducted a 21-gun salute –the 610,000
residents of the British colony all holding their breaths at the same time– a pipe band of the Royal Marines
struck up the British national anthem: “Rotate the players, boys, continue this game....”
WORLD WAR II
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September 18, Tuesday, 1945: A thousand white students walked out of the public schools of Gary, Indiana
in protest against being forced to sit in classes alongside black students. Who do you think we are, anyway?
The 1st congressional hearing testimony by an officer of the American Psychological Association was given
by its secretary, Donald Marquis, to the House Subcommittee on Public Health. He favored the National
Neuropsychiatric Institute Act (H.R. 2550). The organization’s executive secretary, Dael Wolfle, would testify
for the Senate version of that bill to the Senate Subcommittee on Health and Education on March 6th of the
following year.292
PSYCHOLOGY
General Douglas MacArthur set up the headquarters of the Supreme Command Allied Powers in Tokyo.
WORLD WAR II
September 19, Wednesday, 1945: Australia ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
US occupation forces in Korea revoked any and all Japanese laws restricting freedom of religion, assembly,
speech, and press.
British Prime Minister Attlee declared in a radio broadcast that it was time for Indians to decide their future
— and that a constitutional assembly would soon be formed. Thank you all for being so very patient.
William “Lord Haw Haw” Joyce was sentenced to death by a London court.
Helen Nissen Goree committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.

292. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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September 22, Saturday, 1945: In South Vietnam, 1,400 French soldiers released by the British from former
Japanese internment camps entered Saigon and went on a deadly rampage, attacking Viet Minh and killing
innocent civilians including children — aided in this by French civilians who joined eagerly in the rampage
(an estimated 20,000 French civilians were living in Saigon).
Mike Colalillo of Duluth, Minnesota received a Congressional Medal of Honor from President Harry S
Truman. Mike had done something that Give-’em-Hell-Harry could recognize as honorable. He had been
extraordinary in the offing of enemies.
WORLD WAR II

September 27, Thursday, 1945: Sonatina for violin and piano by Karel Husa was performed for the initial
time, in Prague.
17 people were killed and 75 injured in Hindu/Muslim rioting in Bombay.
Most wartime restrictions over telephone and mail communications were lifted by the US government.
Der Tagesspiegel becomes Berlin’s first daily newspaper to be printed since the end of the war.
Emperor Hirohito and General Douglas MacArthur had their picture taken together at the US Embassy near
the Imperial Palace in Tokyo. The photographer snapped three shots — which was fortunate because in one of
the three the men were unfortunately blinking, while in another of the three the Emperor unfortunately had his
mouth open.293
WORLD WAR II
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September 30, Sunday, 1945: US occupation authorities seized 21 Japanese banks.
Chinese Nationalists and Communists agreed to submit their differences to a political council made up of
members from the 2 groups and non-political members.
“War time,” year-round daylight savings time, was ended in the United States of America.
Ross Lee Finney received a Certificate of Merit from the Office of Strategic Services for his work during the
war.
US Marines of the III Amphibious Corps began landing in North China, where they would be collecting the
arms of 630,000 Japanese soldiers.
WORLD WAR II

293. There is a most interesting movie “Emperor” that centers upon this historic photo-op. The movie features information, some
true and some false, about two students who had met at Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana in 1914. Brigadier General Bonner
Fellers was one of those students at Earlham College. He was a Quaker from Ridge Farm, Illinois. At Earlham he met Japanese
exchange student Yuri Watanabe, a major in French and Bible Studies, whose family had sent her to America due to the waviness
of her hair (which they considered would make her unlikely to acquire a Japanese husband). Upon graduating from Earlham in 1916
and return to her home in Japan, she did, wavy hair or not, achieve that Japanese husband, and they produced a daughter Yoshiko
Isshiki.
Friend Bonner left Earlham in 1916 for West Point Military Academy. Contrary to this movie, he entered into a Quaker marriage
with Friend Dorothy Dysart in 1925 and this union produced a daughter Nancy Fellers. Friend Bonner remained a Quaker during
his career as an Army officer, until he retired in 1946. He was the author of a useful study “The Psychology of the Japanese Soldier.”
In the movie, Friend Bonner wears a pistol and sits around and get drunk of an evening — I don’t know whether that part of the
movie is accurate, or whether it is mere Hollywoodish “Peaceful Persuasion” bullshit. Friend Bonner is depicted as having had a
long-term love relationship with Yuri Watanabe but it seems clear that this at least is pure Hollywood fabrication. It is likely that
any long-term international relationship was merely that of old friends or acquaintances, since each of them was in fact married and
had produced a child. Had there been an interracial romance as depicted, it would have been for each of them adulterous, plus, it
would have been subject to very rigidly enforced military justice in regard to miscegenation with enemy women (the movie disposes
of the interracial liaison it has imagined by killing off Yuri Watanabe in an air raid, although in fact she not only survived the war
but renewed in postwar Japan her college friendship with her classmate).
Friend Bonner would recommend to Emperor Hirohito that he hire Friend Elizabeth Gray Vining as tutor for Crown Prince Akhito.
The plot imagines that during World War II Feller worked in Washington DC where he actively interfered with the bomb targeting
of his school friend’s hometown in Japan. This could not have happened because during those years in actuality Feller was stationed
in North Africa.
After Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the declaration of war by the Soviet Union on Japan, Brigadier General Fellers was engaged by
General MacArthur in setting up this day’s initial meeting with Emperor Hirohito. Fellers is the author of “Hirohito’s Struggle to
Surrender,” which appeared in July 1947 in Foreign Service magazine. Although the movie depicts him as discovering during a 10day mad dash of an investigation that the emperor had sent out a radio broadcast calling for Japanese soldiers to cease resistance,
and although much in the plot of the movie depends upon this discovery which seemed to make irrelevant the issue of whether the
emperor had committed war crimes, in fact there was no 10-day mad dash and Fellers achieved no such belated discovery — the
radio broadcast in question had immediately been translated into English by the Imperial Household and distributed to all the Allies,
so its nature was in no sense new news and had no impact on the US Army’s need to use the Emperor to ensure their occupation
and control over the Japanese home islands.
In the later life of Friend Bonner Fellers, he joined the John Birch Society and became an active Cold Warrior helping to prepare
America for a WWIII all-out global conflict against Godless Atheistic Communism (as Jesus wanted).
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October 1945: News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Jay
Forrester, who was in charge of developing a flight simulator that could be reprogrammed to give aircraft
training on various aircraft rather than being confined to the parameters of a single model of plane, was
persuaded by Perry Crawford to develop it as a digital rather than an analog device — so that the parts that
would be changing so as to reflect different features of different aircraft could be captured in easily modified
computer instructions rather than in hard-to-alter hardware. What this would mean was that they would have
to change such computers over from being batch-oriented (solve a problem and stop) to being real-time
(continue to respond to a series of fresh inputs). This “Whirlwind” project would be the largest and most
expensive of its era.

Norbert Wiener was so aghast at what had been being done offensively with his wartime mathematical
research, which supposedly had been into the defense topic of antiaircraft fire control, that he was going
around in scientific meetings referring to the “Massacre of Nagasaki.” One of his more belligerent colleagues
would characterize him as “a man in a confused dream.”

ATOM BOMB
(Actually, of course, what had happened was that Norbert had wakened from a confused public dreamstate
which still was obscuring the thought processes of this colleague.)
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October 4, Thursday, 1945: The True Glory, a film with music by Marc Blitzstein, was released in the United
States.
A symphonic suite from the ballet Appalachian Spring by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time,
in New York.
An unofficial dock strike began in Great Britain.
General Douglas MacArthur ordered the restoration of civil liberties in Japan.
1,000 Dutch troops arrived in Batavia (Jakarta). Some Indonesian cities were in the hands of nationalists,
including Surabaya and Bandung.
The trial of Pierre Laval began in Paris. His lawyers refuse to attend, and he himself was ejected after
protesting his lack of counsel.
Argentine troops invaded the University of La Plata and arrest 350 students and several professors.
WORLD WAR II
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October 6, Saturday, 1945: Baron Kijuro Shidehara replaced Prince Naruhiko Higashikuni as prime minister
of Japan.
The trial of Pierre Laval continued in Paris without the defendant, he challenging the impartiality of the court.
Former President Albert Lebrun gave testimony.
Süddeutsche Zeitung began publication as München’s 1st daily newspaper since the end of the war.
US Marines engaged in their 1st firefight with the Chinese Communists. –Well, stand by, guys, there’ll be
more wars to fight, there’ll be more dying to be done. (I guarantee it.)
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

October 9, Tuesday, 1945: Japanese troops in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands surrender to the British.
Pierre Laval was found guilty of plotting against the state and intelligence with the enemy. He was sentenced
to death and his property was ordered seized.
WORLD WAR II
October 14, Sunday, 1945: Over the next five days, young people favoring the Indonesian republic battle
Japanese troops in Semarang, Java.
In the midst of a dock workers strike, 6,000 British troops were sent in to unload food.
Argentine universities were ordered reopened and their faculties reinstated.
Chant for Psalm 67, Deus misereatur by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, in St.
Martin’s Church, Dorking.
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October 15, Monday, 1945: Pierre Laval, prime minister in the Vichy government, was executed by firing
squad at the prison of Fresnes, Paris. Shortly before the execution, Laval attempted suicide by ingesting
poison.
The Allies eliminate Hessen-Pfalz. Its constituent parts go to create Rheinland-Hessen-Nassau and Pfalz.
Peru and Poland ratify the Charter of the United Nations.
This woman (her name we do not know — she was not Mrs. Enola Gay Tibbets), who had been burned by the
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heat flash at Hiroshima at 8:16AM local time but had for 71 days been a survivor, died:

WORLD WAR II
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October 24, Wednesday, 1945: The 2d revision of Igor Stravinsky’s Suite from “The Firebird” was performed
for the initial time, in New York City.
Serenade Concertante for orchestra by Arthur Berger was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New
York conducted by Howard Hanson.
With the ratification of the USSR, and Colombia, the Charter of the United Nations went into effect between
the nations that had ratified the charter (at an early point, there has been said to have been some speculation
that it might be most appropriate were this organization to be situated in the historically important town of
Concord, Massachusetts — however, up to this point in my research, I have been unable to identify a single
personage outside the town of Concord who was even cognizant of the existence of such a proposal).
In Oslo, Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling, leader of the Norwegian government under Nazi
occupation, was executed by firing squad in Akershus Fortress, Oslo.
Banks, insurance companies, and industries representing 61% of the workforce of Czechoslovakia were
nationalized by presidential decree.
A Japanese cameraman shooting footage in Nagasaki was ordered by an American military policeman to stop
his camera. His exposed film was confiscated. Soon the remainder of 26,000 feet of footage held by his
employer, Nippon Eisasha, would be confiscated by the US occupation headquarters. Then an order would be
issued banning any such filming. Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Daniel A. McGovern, who as a wartime
Lieutenant had directed the US military filmmakers in occupied Japan, has commented: “I always had the
sense that people in the Atomic Energy Commission were sorry we had dropped the bomb. The Air Force —
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it was also sorry. I was told by people in the Pentagon that they didn’t want those [film] images out because
they showed effects on man, woman and child.... They didn’t want the general public to know what their
weapons had done — at a time they were planning on more bomb tests. We didn’t want the material out
because ... we were sorry for our sins.” McGovern says that in his opinion Americans should have been
allowed to view the damage wrought by the new megaweapon. “The main reason it was classified was ...

because of the horror, the devastation.” Erik Barnouw, author of landmark histories of film and broadcasting,
has commented that “I feel that classifying all of this filmed material was a misuse of the secrecy system since
none of it had any military or national security aspect at all. The reason must have been –that if the public had
seen it and Congressmen had seen it –it would have been much harder to appropriate money for more bombs.”
WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

Hiroshima Cover-up Exposed
By Greg Mitchell
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Posted on August 4, 2005
http://www.alternet.org/story/23914/
In the weeks following the atomic attacks on Japan almost 60
years ago, and then for decades afterward, the United States
engaged in airtight suppression of all film shot in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki after the bombings. This included footage shot by
US military crews and Japanese newsreel teams. In addition, for
many years all but a handful of newspaper photographs were
seized or prohibited.
The public did not see any of the newsreel footage for 25 years,
and the US military film remained hidden for nearly four
decades.
The full story of this atomic coverup is told fully for the first
time at Editor & Publisher, as the 60th anniversary of the atomic
bombings approaches later this week. Some of the long-suppressed
footage will be aired on television this Saturday.
Six weeks ago, E&P broke the story that articles written by famed
Chicago Daily News war correspondent George Weller about the
effects of the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki were finally
published, in Japan, almost six decades after they had been
spiked by US officials. This drew national attention, but
suppressing film footage shot in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was even
more significant, as this country rushed into the nuclear age
with its citizens having neither a true understanding of the
effects of the bomb on human beings, nor why the atomic attacks
drew condemnation around the world.
As editor of Nuclear Times magazine in the 1980s, I met Herbert
Sussan, one of the members of the US military film crew, and
Erik Barnouw, the famed documentarian who first showed some of
the Japanese footage on American TV in 1970. In fact, that
newsreel footage might have disappeared forever if the Japanese
filmmakers had not hidden one print from the Americans in a
ceiling.
The color US military footage would remain hidden until the
early 1980s, and has never been fully aired. It rests today at
the National Archives in College Park, Maryland, in the form of
90,000 feet of raw footage labeled #342 USAF.
When that footage finally emerged, I corresponded and spoke with
the man at the center of this drama: Lt. Col. (Ret.) Daniel A.
McGovern, who directed the U.S. military filmmakers in 19451946, managed the Japanese footage, and then kept watch on all
of the top-secret material for decades.
“I always had the sense,” McGovern told me, “that people in the
Atomic Energy Commission were sorry we had dropped the bomb. The
Air Force — it was also sorry. I was told by people in the
Pentagon that they didn’t want those [film] images out because
they showed effects on man, woman and child. ... They didn’t
want the general public to know what their weapons had done —
at a time they were planning on more bomb tests. We didn’t want
the material out because ... we were sorry for our sins.”
Sussan, meanwhile, struggled for years to get some of the
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American footage aired on national TV, taking his request as
high as President Truman, Robert F. Kennedy, and Edward R.
Murrow, to no avail.
More recently, McGovern declared that Americans should have seen
the damage wrought by the bomb. “The main reason it was
classified was ... because of the horror, the devastation,” he
said. Because the footage shot in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was
hidden for so long, the atomic bombings quickly sank,
unconfronted and unresolved, into the deeper recesses of
American awareness, as a costly nuclear arms race, and nuclear
proliferation, accelerated.
The atomic cover-up also reveals what can happen in any country
that carries out deadly attacks on civilians in any war and then
keeps images of what occurred from its own people.
Ten years ago, I co-authored (with Robert Jay Lifton) the book
“Hiroshima in America,” and new material has emerged since. On
August 6, and on following days, the Sundance cable channel will
air “Original Child Bomb,” a prize-winning documentary on which
I worked. The film includes some of the once-censored footage —
along with home movies filmed by McGovern in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

The Japanese newsreel footage
On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb over
Hiroshima, killing at least 70,000 instantly and perhaps 50,000
more in the days and months to follow. Three days later, it
exploded another atomic bomb over Nagasaki, slightly off target,
killing 40,000 immediately and dooming tens of thousands of
others. Within days, Japan had surrendered, and the U.S. readied
plans for occupying the defeated country — and documenting the
first atomic catastrophe.
But the Japanese also wanted to study it. Within days of the
second atomic attack, officials at the Tokyo-based newsreel
company Nippon Eigasha discussed shooting film in the two
stricken cities. In early September, just after the Japanese
surrender, and as the American occupation began, director Sueo
Ito set off for Nagasaki. There his crew filmed the utter
destruction near ground zero and scenes in hospitals of the
badly burned and those suffering from the lingering effects of
radiation.
On September 15, another crew headed for Hiroshima. When the
first rushes came back to Tokyo, Akira Iwasaki, the chief
producer, felt “every frame burned into my brain,” he later
said.
At this point, the American public knew little about conditions
in the atomic cities beyond Japanese assertions that a
mysterious affliction was attacking many of those who survived
the initial blasts (claims that were largely taken to be
propaganda). Newspaper photographs of victims were nonexistent, or censored. Life magazine would later observe that
for years “the world ... knew only the physical facts of atomic
destruction.”
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Tens of thousands of American GIs occupied the two cities.
Because of the alleged absence of residual radiation, no one was
urged to take precautions.
Then, on October 24, 1945, a Japanese cameraman in Nagasaki was
ordered to stop shooting by an American military policeman. His
film, and then the rest of the 26,000 feet of Nippon Eisasha
footage, was confiscated by the US General Headquarters (GHQ).
An order soon arrived banning all further filming. It was at
this point that Lieutenant Daniel McGovern took charge.

Shooting the U.S. Military footage
In early September, 1945, less than a month after the two bombs
fell, Lieutenant McGovern — who as a member of Hollywood’s famed
First Motion Picture Unit shot some of the footage for William
Wyler’s “Memphis Belle” — had become one of the first Americans
to arrive in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He was a director with the
US Strategic Bombing Survey, organized by the Army the previous
November to study the effects of the air campaign against
Germany, and now Japan.
As he made plans to shoot the official American record, McGovern
learned about the seizure of the Japanese footage. He felt it
would be a waste to not take advantage of the newsreel footage,
noting in a letter to his superiors that “the conditions under
which it was taken will not be duplicated, until another atomic
bomb is released under combat conditions.”
McGovern proposed hiring some of the Japanese crew to edit and
“caption” the material, so it would have “scientific value.” He
took charge of this effort in early January 1946, even as the
Japanese feared that, when they were done, they would never see
even a scrap of their film again.
At the same time, McGovern was ordered by General Douglas
MacArthur on January 1, 1946 to document the results of the US
air campaign in more than 20 Japanese cities. His crew would
shoot exclusively on color film, Kodachrome and Technicolor,
rarely used at the time even in Hollywood. McGovern assembled a
crew of eleven, including two civilians. Third in command was a
young lieutenant from New York named Herbert Sussan.
The unit left Tokyo in a specially outfitted train, and made it
to Nagasaki. “Nothing and no one had prepared me for the
devastation I met there,” Sussan later told me. “We were the
only people with adequate ability and equipment to make a record
of this holocaust.... I felt that if we did not capture this
horror on film, no one would ever really understand the
dimensions of what had happened. At that time people back home
had not seen anything but black and white pictures of blasted
buildings or a mushroom cloud.”
Along with the rest of McGovern’s crew, Sussan documented the
physical effects of the bomb, including the ghostly shadows of
vaporized civilians burned into walls; and, most chillingly,
dozens of people in hospitals who had survived (at least
momentarily) and were asked to display their burns, scars, and
other lingering effects for the camera as a warning to the world.
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At the Red Cross Hospital in Hiroshima, a Japanese physician
traced the hideous, bright red scars that covered several of the
patients — and then took off his white doctor’s shirt and
displayed his own burns and cuts.
After sticking a camera on a rail car and building their own
tracks through the ruins, the Americans filmed hair-raising
tracking shots that could have been lifted right from a
Hollywood movie. Their chief cameramen was a Japanese man, Harry
Mimura, who in 1943 had shot “Sanshiro Sugata,” the first
feature film by a then-unknown Japanese director named Akira
Kurosawa.

The suppression begins
While all this was going on, the Japanese newsreel team was
completing its work of editing and labeling all their black &
white footage into a rough cut of just under three hours. At
this point, several members of Japanese team took the courageous
step of ordering from the lab a duplicate of the footage they
had shot before the Americans took over the project.
Director Ito later said: “The four of us agreed to be ready for
10 years of hard labor in the case of being discovered.” One
incomplete, silent print would reside in a ceiling until the
Occupation ended.
The negative of the finished Japanese film, nearly 15,000 feet
of footage on 19 reels, was sent off to the US in early May 1946.
The Japanese were also ordered to include in this shipment all
photographs and related material. The footage would be labeled
SECRET and not emerge from the shadows for more than 20 years.
The following month, McGovern was abruptly ordered to return to
the US. He hauled the 90,000 feet of color footage, on dozens
of reels in huge footlockers, to the Pentagon and turned it over
to General Orvil Anderson. Locked up and declared top secret,
it did not see the light of day for more than 30 years.
McGovern would be charged with watching over it. Sussan would
become obsessed with finding it and getting it aired.
Fearful that his film might get “buried,” McGovern stayed on at
the Pentagon as an aide to General Anderson, who was fascinated
by the footage and had no qualms about showing it to the American
people. “He was that kind of man, he didn’t give a damn what
people thought,” McGovern told me. “He just wanted the story
told.”
In an article in his hometown Buffalo Evening News, McGovern
said that he hoped that “this epic will be made available to the
American public.” He planned to call the edited movie “Japan in
Defeat.”
Once they eyeballed the footage, however, most of the top brass
didn’t want it widely shown and the Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) was also opposed, according to McGovern. It nixed a Warner
Brothers feature film project based on the footage that Anderson
had negotiated, while paying another studio about $80,000 to
help make four training films.
In a March 3, 1947 memo, Francis E. Rundell, a major in the Air
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Corps, explained that the film would be classified “secret.”
This was determined “after study of subject material, especially
concerning footage taken at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is
believed that the information contained in the films should be
safeguarded until cleared by the Atomic Energy Commission.”
After the training films were completed, the status would be
raised to “Top Secret” pending final classification by the AEC.
The color footage was shipped to the Wright-Patterson base in
Ohio. McGovern went along after being told to put an ID number
on the film “and not let anyone touch it — and that’s the way
it stayed,” as he put it. After cataloging it, he placed it in
a vault in the top-secret area.
“Dan McGovern stayed with the film all the time,” Sussan later
said. “He told me they could not release the film [because] what
it showed was too horrible.”
Sussan wrote a letter to President Truman, suggesting that a
film based on the footage “would vividly and clearly reveal the
implications and effects of the weapons that confront us at this
serious moment in our history.” A reply from a Truman aide threw
cold water on that idea, saying such a film would lack “wide
public appeal.”
McGovern, meanwhile, continued to “babysit” the film, now at
Norton Air Force base in California. “It was never out of my
control,” he said later, but he couldn’t make a film out of it
any more than Sussan could (but unlike Herb, he at least knew
where it was).

The Japanese footage emerges
At the same time, McGovern was looking after the Japanese
footage. Fearful that it might get lost forever in the military/
government bureaucracy, he secretly made a 16mm print and
deposited it in the US Air Force Central Film Depository at
Wright-Patterson. There it remained out of sight, and generally
out of mind. (The original negative and production materials
remain missing, according to Abe Mark Nornes, who teaches at the
University of Michigan and has researched the Japanese footage
more than anyone.)
The Japanese government repeatedly asked the US for the full
footage of what was known in that country as “the film of
illusion,” to no avail. A rare article about what it called this
“sensitive” dispute appeared in The New York Times on May 18,
1967, declaring right in its headline that the film had been
“Suppressed by US for 22 Years.” Surprisingly, it revealed that
while some of the footage was already in Japan (likely a
reference to the film hidden in the ceiling), the US had put a
“hold” on the Japanese using it — even though the American
control of that country had ceased many years earlier.
Despite rising nuclear fears in the 1960s, before and after the
, few in the US challenged the consensus view that dropping the
bomb on two Japanese cities was necessary. The United States
maintained its “first-use” nuclear policy: Under certain
circumstances it would strike first with the bomb and ask
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questions later. In other words, there was no real taboo against
using the bomb. This notion of acceptability had started with
Hiroshima. A firm line against using nuclear weapons had been
drawn — in the sand. The US, in fact, had threatened to use
nuclear weapons during the and on other occasions.
On September 12, 1967, the Air Force transferred the Japanese
footage to the National Archives Audio Visual Branch in
Washington, with the film “not to be released without approval
of DOD (Department of Defense).”
Then, one morning in the summer of 1968, Erik Barnouw, author
of landmark histories of film and broadcasting, opened his mail
to discover a clipping from a Tokyo newspaper sent by a friend.
It indicated that the United States had finally shipped to Japan
a copy of black & white newsreel footage shot in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. The Japanese had negotiated with the State Department
for its return.
From the Pentagon, Barnouw learned in 1968 that the original
nitrate film had been quietly turned over to the National
Archives, so he went to take a look. Soon Barnouw realized that,
despite its marginal film quality, “enough of the footage was
unforgettable in its implications, and historic in its
importance, to warrant duplicating all of it,” he later wrote.
Attempting to create a subtle, quiet, even poetic, black and
white film, he and his associates cut it from 160 to 16 minutes,
with a montage of human effects clustered near the end for
impact. Barnouw arranged a screening at the Museum of Modern Art
in New York, and invited the press. A throng turned out and sat
in respectful silence at its finish. (One can only imagine what
impact the color footage with many more human effects would have
had.) “Hiroshima-Nagasaki 1945” proved to be a sketchy but quite
moving document of the aftermath of the bombing, captured in
grainy but often startling black and white images: shadows of
objects or people burned into walls, ruins of schools, miles of
razed landscape viewed from the roof of a building.
In the weeks ahead, however, none of the (then) three TV networks
expressed interest in airing it. “Only NBC thought it might use
the film,” Barnouw later wrote, “if it could find a ‘news hook.’
We dared not speculate what kind of event this might call for.”
But then an article appeared in Parade magazine, and an
editorial in the Boston Globe blasted the networks, saying that
everyone in the country should see this film: “Television has
brought the sight of war into America’s sitting rooms from
Vietnam. Surely it can find 16 minutes of prime time to show
Americans what the first A-bombs, puny by today’s weapons, did
to people and property 25 years ago.”
This at last pushed public television into the void. What was
then called National Educational Television (NET) agreed to show
the documentary on August 3, 1970, to coincide with the 25th
anniversary of dropping the bomb.
“I feel that classifying all of this filmed material was a misuse
of the secrecy system since none of it had any military or
national security aspect at all,” Barnouw told me. “The reason
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must have been — that if the public had seen it and Congressmen
had seen it — it would have been much harder to appropriate money
for more bombs.”

The American footage comes out
About a decade later, by pure chance, Herb Sussan would spark
the emergence of the American footage, ending its decades in the
dark.
In the mid-1970s, Japanese antinuclear activists, led by a Tokyo
teacher named Tsutomu Iwakura, discovered that few pictures of
the aftermath of the atomic bombings existed in their country.
Many had been seized by the US military after the war, they
learned, and taken out of Japan. The Japanese had as little
visual exposure to the true effects of the bomb as most
Americans. Activists managed to track down hundreds of pictures
in archives and private collections and published them in a
popular book. In 1979 they mounted an exhibit at the United
Nations in New York.
There, by chance, Iwakura met Sussan, who told him about the
U.S. military footage.
Iwakura made a few calls and found that the color footage,
recently declassified, might be at the National Archives. A trip
to Washington DC verified this. He found eighty reels of film,
labeled #342 USAF, with the reels numbered 11000 to 11079. About
one-fifth of the footage covered the atomic cities. According
to a shot list, reel #11010 included, for example: “School, deaf
and dumb, blast effect, damaged ... Commercial school demolished
... School, engineering, demolished. ... School, Shirayama
elementary,
demolished,
blast
effect
...
Tenements,
demolished.”
The film had been quietly declassified a few years earlier, but
no one in the outside world knew it. An archivist there told me
at the time, “If no one knows about the film to ask for it, it’s
as closed as when it was classified.”
Eventually 200,000 Japanese citizens contributed half a million
dollars and Iwakura was able to buy the film. He then traveled
around Japan filming survivors who had posed for Sussan and
McGovern in 1946. Iwakura quickly completed a documentary called
“Prophecy” and in late spring 1982 arranged for a New York
premiere.
That fall a small part of the McGovern/Sussan footage turned up
for the first time in an American film, one of the sensations
of the New York Film Festival, called “Dark Circle.” It’s codirector, Chris Beaver, told me, “No wonder the government
didn’t want us to see it. I think they didn’t want Americans to
see themselves in that picture. It’s one thing to know about
that and another thing to see it.”
Despite this exposure, not a single story had yet appeared in
an American newspaper about the shooting of the footage, its
suppression or release. And Sussan was now ill with a form of
lymphoma doctors had found in soldiers exposed to radiation in
atomic tests during the 1950s — or in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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In late 1982, editing Nuclear Times, I met Sussan and Erik
Barnouw — and talked on several occasions with Daniel McGovern,
out in Northridge, California. “It would make a fine documentary
even today,” McGovern said of the color footage. “Wouldn’t it
be wonderful to have a movie of the burning of Atlanta?”
After he hauled the footage back to the Pentagon, McGovern said,
he was told that under no circumstances would the footage be
released for outside use. “They were fearful of it being
circulated,” McGovern said. He confirmed that the color footage,
like the black and white, had been declassified over time,
taking it from top secret to “for public release” (but only if
the public knew about it and asked for it).
Still, the question of precisely why the footage remained secret
for so long lingered. Here McGovern added his considerable
voice. “The main reason it was classified was ... because of the
horror, the devastation,” he said. “The medical effects were
pretty gory. ... The attitude was: do not show any medical
effects. Don’t make people sick.”
But who was behind this? “I always had the sense,” McGovern
answered, “that people in the AEC were sorry they had dropped
the bomb. The Air Force — it was also sorry. I was told by people
in the Pentagon that they didn’t want those images out because
they showed effects on man, woman and child. But the AEC, they
were the ones that stopped it from coming out. They had power
of God over everybody,” he declared. “If it had anything to do
with nukes, they had to see it. They were the ones who destroyed
a lot of film and pictures of the first U.S. nuclear tests after
the war.”
Even so, McGovern believed, his footage might have surfaced “if
someone had grabbed the ball and run with it but the AEC did not
want it released.”
As “Dark Circle” director Chris Beaver had said, “With the
government trying to sell the public on a new civil defense
program and Reagan arguing that a nuclear war is survivable,
this footage could be awfully bad publicity.”

Today
In the summer of 1984, I made my own pilgrimage to the atomic
cities, to walk in the footsteps of Dan McGovern and Herb Sussan,
and meet some of the people they filmed in 1946. By then, the
McGovern/Sussan
footage
had
turned
up
in
several
new
documentaries. On September 2, 1985, however, Herb Sussan passed
away. His final request to his children: Would they scatter his
ashes at ground zero in Hiroshima?
In the mid-1990s, researching “Hiroshima in America,” a book I
would write with Robert Jay Lifton, I discovered the deeper
context for suppression of the U.S. Army film: it was part of a
broad effort to suppress a wide range of material related to the
atomic bombings, including photographs, newspaper reports on
radiation effects, information about the decision to drop the
bomb, even a Hollywood movie.
The 50th anniversary of the bombing drew extensive print and
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television coverage — and wide use of excerpts from the
McGovern/Sussan footage — but no strong shift in American
attitudes on the use of the bomb.
Then, in 2003, as adviser to a documentary film, “Original Child
Bomb,” I urged director Carey Schonegevel to draw on the atomic
footage as much as possible. She not only did so but also
obtained from McGovern’s son copies of home movies he had shot
in Japan while shooting the official film.
“Original Child Bomb” went on to debut at the 2004 Tribeca Film
Festival, win a major documentary award, and this week, on
August 6 and 7, it will debut on the Sundance cable channel.
After 60 years at least a small portion of that footage will
finally reach part of the American public in the unflinching and
powerful form its creators intended. Only then will the
Americans who see it be able to fully judge for themselves what
McGovern and Sussan were trying to accomplish in shooting the
film, why the authorities felt they had to suppress it, and what
impact their footage, if widely aired, might have had on the
nuclear arms race — and the nuclear proliferation that plagues,
and endangers, us today.
© 2005 Independent Media Institute.
All rights reserved.
October 25, Thursday, 1945: The Philharmonia Orchestra gave its 1st concert in Kingsway Hall, London,
conducted by Sir Thomas Beecham.
Serenade for flute, harp and strings op.35 by Howard Hanson was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
Taiwan was returned to China after 50 years of Japanese rule.
General Douglas MacArthur ordered Japan to break all diplomatic relations with other countries, recall their
diplomats and turn over all diplomatic property to Allied control.
The Inner Mongolian Peoples Republic was annexed to China.
Japanese troops at Thaton, Burma, east of Rangoon, surrendered to the British.
Dr. Robert Ley, head of the German Labor Front, hanged himself in his Nürnberg cell.
The Soviet Union demanded $79,000,000 in reparations from Finland, rather than the $50,000,000 previously
agreed to in the armistice between the two countries.
Greece ratified the United Nations Charter.
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November 10, Saturday, 1945: Indonesian republican troops launched a counterattack against the British at
Surabaya which continues for the next three weeks. During the fighting, 600 British (Indian) soldiers go over
to the other side.
Cosmos, a tone poem for four pianos by Ivan Alyeksandrovich Vyshnegradsky, was performed for the initial
time, in Paris. Two of the pianos were tuned a quarter-tone higher than the other two.
Symphony no.1 by Michael Tippett was performed for the initial time, in Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool.
US occupation forces in Japan received orders from the US Secretary of War in Washington DC to seek out
and destroy the cyclotrons at the Riken Institute of Kyoto University and at Osaka University.
WORLD WAR II
November 24, Saturday, 1945: Chinese Nationalist troops took Hulutao, the 1st Manchurian port opened to
them.
Perón supporters carry out pogroms in the Jewish sections of Buenos Aires. Police then arrested some of the
victims.
ANTISEMITISM
Pursuant to orders from the Secretary of War in Washington DC, US occupation forces in Japan sought out the
cyclotrons at the Riken Institute of Kyoto University and at Osaka University. Dismantling the devices
roughly, they loaded the component parts on barges and took the barges out into Tokyo bay and dumped these
objects over the side. (My high school science teacher, Mr. Oliver, would inform us in about 1953 or 1954 that
he personally had been a part of this, and that when they had returned to the dock after dumping the cyclotron
components, they had been met there with a telegram from Washington DC canceling those previous
instructions. — Of course, I have no way to evaluate the accuracy of this war story with which Mr. Oliver
regaled his teenage Indiana audience.)
WORLD WAR II
December 1945: More than 600 Peruvian Japanese left the Crystal City, Texas wartime detention camp,
routed to Japan because the Peruvian government would not tolerate their return to Peru. some Peruvians of
“Japanese” family of course refused to go to Japan, a place they had never been about which they knew little.

WORLD WAR II
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February 15, Thursday, 1945: After analysis of aerial photographs of the Dresden raid, American planes
bombed the city again, hoping to kill firefighters. It was estimated that somewhere between 25,000 and
100,000 people, mostly women and children, lost their lives in Dresden. Richard Strauss wrote “I am in a mood
of despair! The Goethehaus, the world’s greatest sanctuary, destroyed! My lovely Dresden — Weimar —
München, all gone!”
Lederle Laboratories Inc. announced in New York the development of penicillin which could be taken orally.
Uruguay and Venezuela announced a state of war with Germany and Japan.
Army forces were landed in the Mariveles Harbor area of Bataan Peninsula, Luzon, Philippine Islands by naval
task group (Rear Admiral A.D. Struble).
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Swordfish (SS-193), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed
lost.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-46, by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 23
minutes North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 7, Friday, 1945: Lieutenant-General Yamashita Tomoyuki, Japanese commander of the
Philippines, was convicted of war crimes in a Manila court and sentenced to death.
A new 4-man National Supreme Council took power in Hungary, replacing the one set up last January.
December 13, Thursday, 1945: In retaliation for the murder of occupants of a British plane that had crashlanded 3 weeks earlier, British troops burned the nearest town, Bekasi, to the ground.
40 members of the staff of Dachau concentration camp were found guilty of crimes against humanity. 36 would
be sentenced to death, 4 to long prison terms. 11 convicted of crimes at Belsen and Auschwitz were to hang.
The British Parliament accepted the terms of a $3,700,000,000 loan from the United States. The terms included
convertibility from Sterling to US dollars.
An instance of the old lawyer wisdom, that “if you don’t know the answer don’t ask the question,” occurred
because Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King had flown in the commander of the Japanese I-58 submarine, Captain
Mochitsura Hashimoto, under guard, to testify against Captain Charles B. McVay III. On the witness stand the
submarine commander asserted, in translation, that he would have been able to sink the unescorted USS
Indianapolis (CA-35) no matter how it had maneuvered — had the initial 6-torpedo spread somehow missed
its target other weaponry had been available. This vessel that the Navy had sent out without any escort or
protection had been what is known technically in the trade as a sitting duck.
WORLD WAR II
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December 16, Sunday, 1945: Former Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoye, who was to have surrendered on this
day to face war crimes charges, killed himself with poison in his Tokyo home.
WORLD WAR II
A “National Government of Iranian Azerbaijan” was formed in Tabriz after government troops surrendered
the city to leftist rebels.
December 19, Wednesday, 1945: Thunderbolt P-47 for orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the
initial time, in Washington DC.
The inconvenient testimony of Japanese I-58 submarine Captain Mochitsura Hashimoto was ignored and
Captain Charles B. McVay III was found guilty of having hazarded his sitting-duck ship. Of more than 700
vessels lost during WWII, the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) would be the sole one on which its skipper would
face court-martial. The sentence (loss of 100 promotion numbers) would later be remitted but this conviction
would stand.294
WORLD WAR II
December 27, Thursday, 1945: Foreign ministers of Great Britain, the Soviet Union and the United States
reach agreement on a series of issues, in Moscow. They agree on international control of atomic energy,
creation of a Far Eastern Commission and Allied Council for Japan, an independent Korea within 5 years,
withdrawal of foreign troops from China, and the broadening and recognition of the governments of Bulgaria
and Romania.
Pursuant to the terms of the Bretton Woods Agreement, the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (World Bank) and the International Monetary Fund come into existence in a signing ceremony
in Washington. Original members were Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, China, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Egypt,
Ethiopia, France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iraq, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Philippines,
Poland, South Africa, the United Kingdom, the United States and Yugoslavia.
Jewish fighters blew up the building housing the Civil Investigation Department in Jerusalem. They also
attacked police headquarters in Jaffa and an ammunition dump in Tel Aviv.
The Kingdom of Belgium ratifies the United Nations Charter.
Charles Ives and William Schuman were formally elected to the National Institute of Arts and Letters.

294. The question why the men of the USS Indianapolis spent five nights and four days in the water without anyone noticing that
the ship was missing was not considered in the trial. Since 1991, several Navy documents have been declassified which show that
Captain Charles B. McVay III had not been provided with intelligence that could have prevented this disaster. This could have been
useful to the defense, but was still Top Secret even when the war was over.
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1946: In Wisconsin, Joseph Raymond McCarthy was elected as a Republican to the United States Senate.
In the primary election he had defeated fellow Republican Robert M. La Follette, Jr., who was a “coward” who
had failed to serve his nation (when the Japanese had struck at Pearl Harbor, La Follette had been 46 years of
age), and then in the general election he had defeated Howard McMurray, in part by alleging that this
Democratic candidate was being supported by Communists.
UNAMERICANISM
In the Senate, McCarthy would achieve an exceedingly bad reputation, with angry colleagues accusing him of
lying, and of insulting them — eventually the Republican leadership would exile him from the Banking
Committee to the District of Columbia Committee, their doghouse where they considered that he would be
able to do little harm.
MCCARTHYISM
A reading room set up in Bad Homburg, Germany by the Psychological Warfare Division of the US Army was
at this point relocated to Frankfurt am Main and redesignated as the first of what would become 27 AmerikaHäuser.
The US Army issued to General Electric a contract for “Project Vulcan.”
GATLING’S MACHINE GUN
The federal government of the USA secretly cut a deal with Dr. Shiro Ishii and other leaders of the Japanese
Army’s infamous Unit 731 by which we were to be provided with hands-on germ warfare experience gained
largely from human experimentation, in exchange for us forgiving their war crimes (it would take the
following couple of years for this deal to be formalized — but while the Tokyo War Crimes Trial of the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East would be going on, between April 29, 1946 and April 16, 1948,
none of these people would be being suggested as defendants).
WORLD WAR II
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

Japan

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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1946: Widespread oral use of methamphetamine augmented the spiritual collapse of the Japanese under their
postwar social and economic dislocation, and contributed to the undermining of traditional authority structures
and values. Much of this supply of the drug was military surplus, that had been left over from the war effort.
The Allied occupation government of Japan prohibited all judo and kendo instruction in Japanese schools.
What had been mandatory had become forbidden.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
January 1, Tuesday, 1946: Emperor Hirohito issued an instruction that the Japanese refrain from considering
him to have been descended from divinity.
WORLD WAR II
Great Britain, India, and Siam signed a treaty of peace in Singapore.
The Heathrow Airport was opened to serve London.
January 7, Monday, 1946: A British military tribunal in Labuan, North Borneo found 2 Japanese captains
guilty of causing the deaths of 820 British and Australian prisoners of war, and sentenced them to death.
Newell Jenkins, theater and music control officer for the US military government in München, wrote to Carl
Orff advising him that it would be very helpful to his case if he could corroborate that over the past 12 years
he had engaged in antifascist activities.
In Budapest, 3 former members of the Hungarian government were found guilty of war crimes, and sentenced
to death.
WORLD WAR II
January 9, Wednesday, 1946: Two Japanese were sentenced to death in Manila for the torture and death of 105
Filipinos.
WORLD WAR II
Children’s Hour for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in the San Francisco War
Memorial Opera House.
General Douglas MacArthur’s plan for a Korean Police Force was approved by the US Joint Chiefs of Staff.
KOREAN WAR

Greater Grandeur
Half a year after war’s end, Roosevelt and Hitler dead, Stalin tired,
Churchill rejected, — here is the
Triumph of the little men. Democracy — shall we say? — has triumphed.
They are hastily preparing again
More flaming horrors, but now it is fate, not will; not power-lust, caprice,
personal vanity: — fate
Has them in hand. Watch and be quiet then: there is greater grandeur here
than there was before,
As God is greater than man: God is doing it. Sadly, impersonally
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irreversibly
The tall world turns toward death like a flower in the sun. It is very
beautiful. Observe it. Pity and terror
Are not appropriate for events on this scale watched from this level;
admiration is all.
— Robinson Jeffers

January 13, Tuesday, 1946: Omer Nishani became president of Albania.
The Yugoslav War Crimes Commission named 27 Germans and 15 Yugoslavs as war criminals.
WORLD WAR II

January 17, Saturday, 1946: President Harry S Truman proposed that the dispute between U.S. Steel and the
United Steel Workers union be settled by an 18.2¢-per-hour wage increase. A walkout was not prevented but
it and most major strikes in 1946 would be settled somehow on the basis of residual patriotism and this 18.2¢.
Ba Maw, who had headed the government of Burma during the Japanese occupation, surrendered to the Allies
in Rangoon.
Lieutenant General Hermann Winkler and 6 other Germans were hanged for their war crimes before 65,000
people in Nikolaev, USSR.
WORLD WAR II
Nadia Boulanger disembarked in La Pallice after 5 years of exile in the United States. She had recently been
appointed to the faculty of the Paris Conservatoire.
Off Haifa, 900 Jewish immigrants were captured by British vessels.
ANTISEMITISM
February 15, Friday, 1946: President Harry S Truman accepted the resignation of Harold L. Ickes as Secretary
of the Interior. Ickes was leaving the cabinet in protest against the proposed appointment of Edwin W. Pauley
as Under-Secretary of the Navy and would on March 18th be replaced, by Julius Krug.
A court on Morotai Island convicted 36 Japanese of having tortured Australian and Dutch prisoners on Ambon
Island.
WORLD WAR II
In Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police announced the arrest of 22 men for suspected Soviet
espionage.
Dance Sonata for piano by Otto Luening was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of radio station
WNYC, New York.
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February 23, Saturday, 1946: Lieutenant-General Yamashita Tomoyuki and 2 other Japanese were hanged as
war criminals in Los Baños, south of Manila.
WORLD WAR II
Indonesian leader Sutan Sjahrir rejected the proposal that had been made by the Dutch on February 10th.
A mutiny in the Indian Navy ended when the British commander promised amnesty. Rioting continued in
Bombay. In the fighting 266 had been killed and 677 injured.

February 25, Monday, 1946: Chinese Nationalist and Communist leaders signed an agreement in Chungking
to unify their armies.
In attacks on 4 different airfields in Palestine, 22 RAF planes were destroyed.
In Yokohama, a Japanese officer who had presided over the Fukuoka POW camps was sentenced for having
committed and condoned atrocities against the prisoners.
WORLD WAR II
April 3, Wednesday, 1946: Lieutenant-General Masaharu Homma, who had ordered the Bataan Death March
in 1942, was executed by firing squad at Los Baños, south of Manila.
WORLD WAR II
Also executed as a war criminal was Lieutenant-General Hikotarō Tajima.
The International Court of Justice convened for the initial time, at The Hague.
April 5, Friday, 1946: The last Soviet troops left Bornholm Island as it reverted to Danish sovereignty.
WORLD WAR II
Samuel Barber’s Cello Concerto was performed for the initial time, in Symphony Hall, Boston.
Symphony no.3 “The Camp Meeting” for small orchestra by Charles Ives was performed for the initial time,
in Carnegie Chamber Music Hall, New York, conducted by Lou Harrison 44 years after it had been composed.
The work would win the 1947 Pulitzer Prize. Also premiered was Harrison’s Motet for the Day of Ascension
for chamber orchestra conducted by the composer.
Labyrinth, a ballet by David Diamond to a story by Marchowsky, was performed for the initial time, in Times
Hall, New York.
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April 7, Sunday, 1946: Hungary agreed to pay $300,000,000 in reparations to Czechoslovakia, the USSR and
Yugoslavia.
WORLD WAR II

April 8, Monday, 1946: The League of Nations met in Geneva to dissolve that organization.
WORLD WAR II

April 9, Tuesday, 1946: Dutch and Indonesian representatives resumed talks at Hoge Veluwe in the
Netherlands to try to resolve the crisis that had arisen between them. They would prove fruitless.
WORLD WAR II
Les demons de l’aube, a film with music by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial time, in MadeleineCinema, Paris.

April 10, Wednesday, 1946: The initial elections in post-war Japan brought conservatives to power. For the
initial time in Japanese elections, women were able to vote.
WORLD WAR II
April 20, Saturday, 1946: Report to the United States Government and His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom by the Anglo-American Commission of Inquiry that had been meeting in Lausanne,
Switzerland to examine political, economic, and social conditions in Palestine as they bear upon the problem
of Jewish immigration and settlement therein and the well-being of the peoples now living therein, to examine
the position of the Jews in those countries in Europe where they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist
persecution, and the practical measures taken or contemplated to be taken in those countries to enable them to
live free from discrimination and oppression and to make estimates of those who wish or will be impelled by
their conditions to migrate to Palestine or other countries outside Europe, to hear the views of competent
witnesses and to consult representative Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such problems are
affected by conditions subject to examination under paragraphs 1 and 2 above and by other relevant facts and
circumstances, and to make recommendations to His Majesty’s Government and the Government of the United
States for ad interim handling of these problems as well as for their permanent solution, etc.

READ THE FULL TEXT
General Rikichi Ando, Japanese governor of Taiwan, committed suicide in his Shanghai cell by ingesting
poison.
WORLD WAR II
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April 21, Sunday, 1946: 2,000 representatives of the Communist and Socialist parties in the Soviet occupation
zone of Germany voted to merge into the Socialist Unity Party.
WORLD WAR II
A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: The Columbia
Broadcasting System announced that it has successfully tested the transmission of color television over coaxial
cables between New York City and Washington DC.
April 25, Thursday, 1946: Chinese Communist troops took over Harbin as the Soviets evacuated.
The foreign ministers of the “Big Four” countries convene in the Luxembourg Palace, Paris to work out peace
treaties with the allies of Nazi Germany.
When Jews raided a British military camp near Tel Aviv, killing 7 and carrying off arms, the British responded
by detaining some 1,200 as “suspects” or “hostages.”
ANTISEMITISM
Establishment, in occupied Japan, of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.
WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT
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April 29, Monday, 1946: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was flown to Kwajalein Island by Colonel Paul
W. Tibbets, Jr. to participate in the “Operation Crossroads” nuclear tests.

WORLD WAR II
The International Military Tribunal for the Far East began the Tokyo War Crimes Trials by indicting 28
Japanese former politicians, officials, and military leaders on 55 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity. The 1st session of this would be on May 3d, 1946 and hearings would be going on until April 16th,
1948, with the inevitable judgment being delivered on November 4th-12th, 1948. The 28 put on trial would
not of course include any of the germ warfare genocidalists with whom we had cut our secret deal of total
immunity in exchange for their teaching us all their skills and imparting to us all of the information that they
had obtained as to how to kill large numbers of civilians cheaply and easily and horribly. 419 witnesses would
appear in person before the court and an additional 779 would submit affidavits or depositions.
The proceedings would be divided into 15 phases of the Prosecution’s case and 6 phases of the Defense’s case.
During this lengthy trial 2 of the defendants would die. Of the remaining defendants, 25 would be convicted
as war criminals and one would be considered to be insane. 7 would be sentenced to hang, including General
Tojo Hideki, commander in chief of Japanese imperial forces. On December 20th, 1948 the US Supreme Court
would rule that it had no jurisdiction over these war proceedings and 3 days later the 7 would be taken from
their cells to the gallows.
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May 3, Friday, 1946: The International Military Tribunal for the Far East held the initial session of the Tokyo
War Crimes Trials. Hearings would be going on until April 16, 1948, judgment would be delivered on
November 4-12, 1948, the US Supreme Court would rule that it had no jurisdiction over these Tokyo war
proceedings on December 20, 1948, and on December 23, 1948 the hangings would take place.
WORLD WAR II
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May 7, Tuesday, 1946: Masaru Ibuka and Akio Morita founded the Tokyo Telecommunications Engineering
Corporation with 20 employees (in 1958 the name would be changed to Sony Corporation).
Anton Mussert, founder of the Dutch Nazis Party, was hanged in The Hague.
WORLD WAR II
Six of Les chants de Nectaire for flute op.199 by Charles Koechlin were performed for the initial time, at the
Ecole Normale de Musique, Paris.
May 22, Wednesday, 1946: Shigeru Yoshida replaced Baron Kijuro Shidehara as prime minister of Japan.
In Prague, Karl Hermann Frank, former chief of police in Bohemia and Moravia who had ordered the
liquidation of the town of Lidice, was hanged before a crowd of 5,000 people.
The British Trade Disputes And Trade Unions Act 1946 received royal assent (this repealed a 1927 act that
had outlawed general and sympathetic strikes).
El duende azul, an operetta by Joaquín Rodrigo to words of Castell and Villaseca, was performed for the initial
time, in Teatro Calderón, Madrid.
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Monday, 1946: In Suzhou in Jiangsu, China, Ch’en Kung-po, collaborationist president of the proJapanese Nanjing Nationalist Government during World War II, was put before a firing squad as a traitor.
The United States Supreme Court, in Morgan v. Virginia, outlawed segregation by race on interstate bus lines.
June 29, Saturday, 1946: British troops arrested 2,700 Zionists in Palestine.
Yugoslav and Italian civilians battled in Trieste. Over 3 days 2 people would be killed and 60 injured.
Seven scenes from The Young Guard, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich, were shown for the initial
time, at the All-Union State Institute for Cinematography.
The Manhattan Engineer District of the United States Army, under the direction of Major General Leslie R.
Groves, reported on the Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

READ THE FULL TEXT
ATOM BOMB
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July 2, Tuesday, 1946: Two days of rioting ended in Ahamadabad. 33 people had been killed as Muslims
attacked Jains.
Benjamin Britten’s Piano Concerto no.1 op.13 was performed for the initial time with a new 3d movement, at
Cheltenham.
The 442nd Regimental Combat Team, consisting entirely of Japanese-American enlisted men (those of them
who had survived the war, led entirely by white officers), received a rousing reception upon its return through
New York City.
WORLD WAR II
August 23, Friday, 1946: The Prussian province of Hannover was reconstituted as the Free State of Hannover.
Nordrhein-Westfalen was formed by joining Westfalen with Nordrhein. Schleswig-Holstein was separated
from Prussia and became a state.
Howard Hawks’ film “The Big Sleep” was premiered in the United States.
The New Yorker magazine devoted this issue to a single article, titled “Hiroshima,” by John Hersey.
That article began as follows:
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At exactly fifteen minutes past eight in the morning,
on August 6, 1945, Japanese time, at the moment when the
atomic bomb flashed above Hiroshima, Miss Toshiko
Sasaki, a clerk in the personnel department of the East
Asia Tin Works, had just sat down at her place in the
plant office and was turning her head to speak to the
girl at the next desk. At that same moment, Dr. Masakazu
Fujii was settling down cross-legged to read the Osaka
Asahi on the porch of his private hospital, overhanging
one of the seven deltaic rivers which divide Hiroshima;
Mrs. Hatsuyo Nakamura, a tailor’s widow, stood by the
window of her kitchen, watching a neighbor tearing down
his house because it lay in the path of an air-raiddefense fire lane; Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge, a German
priest of the Society of Jesus, reclined in his
underwear on a cot on the top floor of his order’s
three-story mission house, reading a Jesuit magazine,
Stimmen der Zeit; Dr. Terufumi Sasaki, a young member
of the surgical staff of the city’s large, modern Red
Cross Hospital, walked along one of the hospital
corridors with a blood specimen for a Wassermann test
in his hand; and the Reverend Mr. Kiyoshi Tanimoto,
pastor of the Hiroshima Methodist Church, paused at the
door of a rich man’s house in Koi, the city’s western
suburb, and prepared to unload a handcart full of things
he had evacuated from town in fear of the massive B-29
raid which everyone expected Hiroshima to suffer.
A hundred thousand people were killed by the atomic
bomb, and these six were among the survivors.
WORLD WAR II
August 24, Saturday, 1946: The Japanese Diet approved a new constitution that included a prohibition against
making war.
WORLD WAR II
Evocation for piano by Peter Sculthorpe was performed for the initial time, over the local Tasmanian airwaves
of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, by the composer.
August 31, Saturday, 1946: This week’s issue of The New Yorker consisted almost entirely of 31,000 words
by John Hersey — “Hiroshima,” a story of the impact on the lives of six hibakusha victims of our dropping of
the A-bomb (this heavy reading, positioned inside a deceptively light-hearted cover depicting a summer picnic
in the park, has been the sole occasion in which the magazine has devoted such space to such a piece).
TO OUR READERS. The New Yorker this week devotes its entire
editorial space to an article on the almost complete
obliteration of a city by one atomic bomb, and what happened to
the people of that city. It does so in the conviction that few
of us have yet comprehended the all but incredible destructive
power of this weapon, and that everyone might well take time to
consider the terrible implications of its use. The Editors.
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The six victims interviewed in this effort at “New Journalism” were Mrs. Hatsuyo Nakamura (1,350 yards
from ground zero), Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge of the Society of Jesus (1,400 yards away), Dr. Masakazu Fujii
(1,550 yards away), 20-year-old Sister Toshiko “Dominique” Sasaki (1,600 yards away), Dr. Terufumi Sasaki,
a surgeon not related to Miss Sasaki (1,650 yards away), and the Reverend Kiyoshi Tanimoto of Hiroshima
Methodist Church (3,500 yards away).
The magazine had enforced complete secrecy in advance of the appearance of this article. All editing was done
personally by Harold Ross and William Shawn with the staffers kept entirely in the dark — they knew only
that their normal weekly proofs were not being returned and their inquiries not being responded to. There was
no communication with the magazine’s advertising staff. The material would cause Gerard J. DeGroot,
a Manhattan Project scientist, to weep upon recollecting the elation he had experienced at the initial news of
the dropping of his weapon. Mary McCarthy would comment that “to have done the atomic bomb justice,
Mr. Hersey would have had to interview the dead” (however, had our bomb detonated as we had intended
rather than resulting in a mere “prompt criticality” flash-and-bang, not one of these six hibakusha could
conceivably have survived). Many requests for reprints would arrive at the magazine’s offices. ABC Radio
would preempt regular programming to broadcast word-for-word readings by well-known actors as 4 halfhour programs, and other radio stations abroad would do likewise. Book of the Month Club would print a
special book, posting it to all its members gratis (the US would ban distribution of such material in occupied
Japan).
At exactly fifteen minutes past eight in the morning on August
6, 1945, Japanese time, at the moment when the atomic bomb
flashed above Hiroshima, Miss Toshiko Sasaki, a clerk in the
personnel department of the East Asia Tin Works, had just sat
down at her place in the plant office and was turning her head
to speak to the girl at the next desk.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Monday, 1946: An Arab government for Palestine was set up in Alexandria, Egypt, led by Haj
Amin al-Husseini.
During the afternoon, Lieutenant General Takashi Sakai, who commanded the Japanese troops that had
captured Hong Kong, was put in front of a firing squad in Nanking.
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Saturday, 1946: An earthquake in southern Japan killed more than 1,000 and left 100,000
homeless.

December 22, 1946: The mortal remains of Manuel de Falla were placed aboard ship in Argentina to be
returned to Spain.
The last of the 35,000 German soldiers interned in Canada departed for Germany.
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1947
1947: A new democratic constitution for Japan, one that maintained the emperor as a mere figurehead and
outlawed all preparation for war, was ratified. (As this is being written, Japan is considering the abandonment
of that portion of its constitution — it seems peace is now being considered as incompatible with the deterrence
of war.) In that nation, it had never been possible to get away with a statement such as “That government is
best which governs least” or “That government is best which governs not at all.” Such statements would be
taken to be not only nonsupportive of the current activities of the existing government, and thus treasonous,
but also nonsupportive of the role government must play in forcing the people to restrain themselves and
behave decently toward one another, and therefore supportive of all sorts of insane excess, cruelty, and
abandon. However, as part of the occupation’s “Democratization” program, an edition of excerpts titled
THOREAU’S WORDS (THOREAU NO KOTOBA) was published, and this edition did extend to some careful
excerpts from “A Plea for Captain John Brown” and “The Death of John Brown.”
January 24, Friday, 1947: In Tokyo, at the war crimes trial of Hideki Tojo and 24 other leaders, the
prosecution rested.
WORLD WAR II
Hebrew Melodies for cello by George Perle was performed for the initial time, in New York.
February 6, Thursday, 1947: Tani Hisao, who commanded many of the Japanese troops involved in the Rape
of Nanking in 1937, was found guilty of hundreds of deaths and rapes committed by soldiers under his
command.
WORLD WAR II
Luigi Russolo died in Cerro di Laveno, Varese at the age of 61.
Gerhard Eisler, arrested two days earlier in New York, was brought before the House of Representatives’s UnAmerican Activities Committee in Washington DC and charged with conspiracy to overthrow the government
of the United States, income tax evasion, passport falsification, perjury, and contempt of Congress. He would
refuse to testify.
Sonata for violin and piano by Irving Fine was performed for the initial time, at Harvard University.
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April 2, Wednesday, 1947: In Singapore, a British military court sentenced 2 Japanese to death and 5 to life
in prison for their parts in the deaths of 5,300 Chinese on that island in 1942.
The Supreme National Tribunal in Poland sentenced Obersturmbannführer Rudolf Franz Ferdinand Höss,
commander of the Auschwitz concentration camp, to be hanged.
The British government referred the Palestine question to the United Nations.
The United Nations appointed the United States as trustee of the northern Pacific Islands formerly held by
Japan.
WORLD WAR II
April 25, Friday, 1947: Elections to the Japanese House of Representatives awarded the Socialist Party the
most seats, but a new government was formed by a coalition of the Liberal and Democratic Parties.
Stern Gang members drove a truck full of explosives into a police compound in Sarona and set it off, killing
British policemen.
Sinfonietta for orchestra by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Prague.
Songs on Poems by Gerard Manley Hopkins for voice and piano by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial
time, in Waco Hall, Baylor University, Waco, Texas.
The Private Affairs of Bel Ami, a film with music by Darius Milhaud, was released in the United States.
April 26, Saturday, 1947: Tani Hisao, who had commanded many of the Japanese troops who had committed
hundreds of thousands of killings and rapes in Nanking in 1937, was led through the streets of the city past
thousands of survivors of the horrors and then, south of the city, was put before a firing squad.
WORLD WAR II
STATE MURDER
May 3, Saturday, 1947: A constitution went into effect making Japan a constitutional monarchy and
effectively eliminating its ability to make war.
War crimes indictments were filed in Nürnberg against 24 officials of I.G. Farbenindustrie.
WORLD WAR II
About 700 white military prisoners at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas rioted because they were being obliged to share
a messhall with black prisoners. Such an outrage to their dignity! 1 person was killed and 11 injured.
RACISM

Night Journey, a ballet by William Schuman to a scenario by Graham, was performed for the initial time, at
Sanders Theater, Harvard University.
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May 24, Saturday, 1947: Tetsu Katayama replaced Shigeru Yoshida as prime minister of Japan.
Elements of the US Army Group in Greece arrived in Athens to coordinate military aid to the Greek
government in its civil war.
July 12, Saturday, 1947: Allied headquarters in Tokyo considered that the current food crisis was the worst in
the modern history of Japan.
A 4-day conference opened in Paris attended by 16 countries to work out the implementation of the Marshall
Plan. Eastern Europe boycotted this meeting.
November 1, Saturday, 1947: The Crystal City, Texas internment camp, the last such World War II facility,
closed. The federal government opened the gates and allowed these Peruvian Japanese –who had refused to
go to Japan and had not been allowed to return to Peru– to wander out into the US and try their luck as Spanishspeaking aliens totally lacking in US registration documents.

November 21, Friday, 1947: A US military court in Yokohama sentenced Captain Yoshio Tsuneyoshi to life
in prison for the deaths of 1,400 prisoners of war during World War II, at Camp O’Donnell in the Philippines.
Le Village Perdu, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was performed for the first time, in Paris.
Symphony no.3 op.30 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the first time, in Philadelphia.
December 18, Thursday, 1947: Two Japanese lieutenants were found guilty of killing more than 150 people,
each, during the Rape of Nanking in 1937. They would be executed.
WORLD WAR II
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1948
1948: Friend Floyd Schmoe visited Japan (while at the Friends meeting in Tokyo, one of the people he met
was a female student named Tomiko). He led a group of volunteers to Hiroshima. In an effort called “Houses
for Hiroshima,” they would spend 5 years building houses for the survivors of the bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
Back in the USA the cartoonist Al Capp was satirizing people like the Schmoes who were mindful of the needs
of others:

The name “shmoo” apparently was chosen because of America’s simpleton, “Joe Schmoe.” Capp’s shmoos,
like the ultimately victimizable Joe, only lived to help others. If they sensed you were hungry, they would offer
themselves to be eaten. Everything about them was nothing but helpful: after you ate one you could use its
whiskers for toothpicks, and its skin made fine leather, and its eyes made great buttons. This comic campaign
against human altruism would continue until 1952. If there was anything an American child wanted, it was not
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to be regarded by other children as a mere simpleminded, undemanding “shmoo.”

In particular this was a problem for Quaker children. It is not clear why Capp had such contempt for decent
altruism, nor is it clear why we responded so fully to him (my own personal suspicions are that this had more
than a little to do with America’s postwar position of hegemonic atomic supremacy, and the stance it soon
adopted of “world cop” international bullying).

Eventually, however, and not a moment too soon, in November 1977, this humorist would be forced into
retirement due to some unfortunate sex publicity.
It would seem that none of this American public contempt for altruism, expressed through the daily comic
satire of the shmoo, ever had any impact whatever on the Schmoes. They knew what they were doing and why.
The Truman Renovation of the White House began. During these 4 years the project would completely
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reconstruct the interior plus, underneath, create 2 new concealed levels that might someday come in handy.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Cherry Blossom Princesses were selected from every State of the Union and the Territories. From these
princesses, a queen was chosen to reign during the Japanese Cherry Blossom Pageant of Washington DC.

January 1, Thursday, 1948: When for the first time in the history of Japan, the Emperor opened the palace
grounds to the public, about 100,000 showed up for the tour.
A republican constitution went into effect in Italy.
A customs union between Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg, to be known as Benelux, went into
effect.
British railways were nationalized.
The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade went into effect.
About 700 Jewish refugees managed to reach the coast of northern Palestine although a couple of other ships
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carrying 11,000, intercepted by the British, were escorted to Cyprus.
ANTISEMITISM
After a week Greek government forces lifted the siege of Konitsa.
Educational Testing Service, the new testing agency, officially opened for business in Princeton, New Jersey.
Henry Chauncey was its President and James Bryant Conant its Chairman of the Board. During the previous

year, before ETS had even received its charter, Conant had been out in Berkeley, California, setting up a branch
office there. Conant and Chauncey hoped for the big win, which would be to persuade the immense University
of California system to adopt their Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) as a uniform requirement. Before World
War II, the number of Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) takers never exceeded 20,000 in a given year.
Throughout his tenure at ETS, Chauncey would be working to institute a monumental project he termed the
“Census of Abilities,” designed to test every American citizen twice during their high school years on a
number of attributes. His goal was to save young people from the pain and suffering of not knowing their lot
in life by using the results of the tests to advise them as to what they best might make of their lives. Chauncey
would never be able to actualize his plan because he would never manage to persuade anyone to provide the
money for it. However, by the time this visionary would retire in 1970, more than 1,500,000 people would be
taking his SAT annually.295
THE MERITOCRACY
January 19, Monday, 1948: The United States Supreme Court reversed the ruling of the California Supreme
Court in the Oyama v. California case, ruling a key provision of the Alien Land Law unconstitutional. Nisei
Fred Oyama had lost land he had purchased with funds provided by his father in an escheat action in 1944
which was upheld on appeal in 1946. Oyama had then filed suit claiming that as the son of a Japanese “alien
ineligible to citizenship,” he faced a greater burden of proof than other citizens in accepting a gift of money to
buy land from his father. With this decision, the practice of Nisei buying land for their Issei parents was
essentially ruled to be outside the scope of the Alien Land Law.
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February 23, Monday, 1948: Hitoshi Ashida replaced Tetsu Katayama as prime minister of Japan.
Czechoslovak authorities announced the “discovery” of a plot by anti-Communists to overthrow the
government. They raided the headquarters of the National Socialist Party and removed the Slovak Democratic
Party from the Slovak cabinet. Citizens were forbidden to exit the country without permission.
May 3. Monday, 1948: The International Military Tribunal for the Far East held the final hearing of the Tokyo
war crimes trials.
WORLD WAR II
June 28, Monday, 1948: A series of earthquakes and fire destroyed most of the city of Fukui, Japan. More than
3,000 were killed.
The Cominform made charges against Yugoslavia and its leader, Josip Broz Tito, in an article in Rude Pravo,
Prague. They accused Tito of retreating from Marxism-Leninism and following a nationalistic, anti-Soviet
line. The Cominform expelled Yugoslavia and called on Yugoslav communists to overthrow Tito.
A state of emergency was declared in Great Britain in the face of a wildcat strike by 19,000 dock workers.
President Harry S Truman signed a bill making available $6,030,710,228 in foreign aid, most of which would
go to the European Recovery Program (the Marshall Plan).

295. Professor Carl C. Brigham, who had repudiated much of his work not because it was racist, no problem there, but because he
had come to doubt the simplistic idea that there is one universal human Intelligence Quotient, opposed the formation of the
Educational Testing Service.
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June 29, Tuesday, 1948: A US Army court in Yokohama sentenced Major General Yoshitaka Kawane and
Colonel Kurataro Hirano to death for their parts in the Bataan Death March.
WORLD WAR II
South Africa banned interracial marriages.
The Communist Party of Yugoslavia denied all Cominform charges against it and made countercharges against
the Soviet Union.
About 2,500 workers in Berlin attempted to take over the building housing the Soviet-run Radio Berlin but
were turned back by police.
July 2, Friday, 1948: President Harry S Truman signed the Japanese American Evacuation Claims Act,
a measure to compensate Japanese Americans for certain economic losses attributable to their forced
evacuation. Although some $38 million would be paid out through provisions of the act, it would prove largely
ineffective even on the limited scope within which it was operating.
WORLD WAR II

The Japanese Peruvians who had been being kept in concentration camps in Texas were, of course, excluded
from this largesse. Never mind that at this point they had become permanent residents in the US. Never mind
that they were in need. Never mind that they had been abused. Just forget the whole thing. “Look straight into
the blue light —FLASH!— now that wasn’t so difficult, was it?”
July 26, Monday, 1948: Mississippi for chorus and piano by William Grant Still to words of Arvey was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the ABC radio network.
Magdalena, a musical comedy by Heitor Villa Lobos to words of Forrest and Wright, was performed for the
initial time, in Los Angeles.
President Harry S Truman signed Executive Order No. 9981, and another executive order, supposedly
announcing an end to racial segregation in the Armed Forces of the United States of America.
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the President that
there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for all
persons in the armed services without regard to race, color,
religion, or national origin.
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Hey, didn’t that have an immediate disastrous impact upon combat effectiveness? –No, because boots on the
ground there was instant massive noncompliance by white staff officers throughout all branches of service.
The Commander in Chief would be forced to sit and seethe in the White House for, literally, years, pretending
not to notice. What would eventually bring an end to our racially segregated formations would be devastating
defeats during our retreat down the Korean peninsula in 1950, with battlefield commingling of personnel into
a “Pusan perimeter,” and sea evacuation of these newly racially integrated formations back to Japan.

KOREAN WAR
The US Congress convened in Washington DC, having been summoned back into session by the President.
October 7, Thursday, 1948: The government of Japanese Prime Minister Hitoshi Ashida resigned in the midst
of a bribery scandal. Two members were under arrest.
Kurt Weill’s vaudeville Love Life, to words of Lerner, was performed for the initial time in New York, at the
46th Street Theater. It was generally successful.
October 14, Thursday, 1948: Shigeru Yoshida replaced Hitoshi Ashida as prime minister of Japan.
Chinese communist forces captured Chinhsien (Jinxi) in southern Manchuria.
Whittaker Chambers testified before a federal grand jury in New York that he had never committed espionage
(of course, he was a lying sack of shit).
Toccata for orchestra by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
November 4-12, 1948: At the Tokyo war crimes trials, one by one, judgments of war criminals were being
handed down.
WORLD WAR II
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November 12, Friday, 1948: On the final day of the Japanese War Crimes trials former prime minister Hideki
Tojo, General Iwane Matsui (who had overseen the “Rape of Nanking”), Lieutenant General Akira Muto
(commander in the Philippines), General Kenji Doihara (commander in Malaya and Indonesia), Koki Hirota
(former prime minister), General Heitaro Kimura (vice-minister of war) and General Seishiro Itagaki
(responsible for having starved prisoners in Indonesia) were sentenced to death, 16 defendants receive life
sentences, and 2 others received lesser sentences. The court pronounced that Japan bore a “national guilt” for
its aggressions since 1928.
15 former guards at Mauthausen were hanged in Landsberg Prison, München.
WORLD WAR II
Umberto Menotti Maria Giordano died in Milan at the age of 81.
All 45,000 longshoremen on the east coast of the United States went on strike.
December 23, Thursday, 1948: At the Sugamo prison in Tokyo those convicted of war crimes, such as
General Tojo Hideki, General Iwane Matsui, Lieutenant-General Akira Muto, General Kenji Doihara, Koki
Hirota, General Heitaro Kimura, and General Seishiro Itagaki, were escorted one by one from their cells to an
in-prison gallows.
WORLD WAR II
After three Egyptian counterattacks, the Israelis were driven from Hill 86 south of Gaza.
The House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee termed 20 US unions “communistcontrolled” and described 13 high union officials as communists.
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1949
1949: In Japan, although the widespread use of methamphetamine came to be restricted to cases under a
doctor’s prescription, intravenous use would spread among bohemians, novelists, artists, and entertainers.
They would derive their supplies of the substance from the black market.
English phycologist (a scientist who studies algae) Kathleen Drew-Baker described the complex life cycle of
Porphyra (nori is in this genus). This new understanding allowed commercial farming of nori to flourish.
A statue of Drew-Baker now stands in a Tokyo park overlooking the bay.

PLANTS
In Japan, it had never been possible to get away with a statement such as “That government is best which
governs least” or “That government is best which governs not at all.” Such statements would be taken to be
not only nonsupportive of the current activities of the existing government, and thus treasonous, but also
nonsupportive of the role government must play in forcing the people to restrain themselves and behave
decently toward one another, and therefore supportive of all sorts of insane excess, cruelty, and abandon. In
1947, when an edition of excerpts titled THOREAU’S WORDS (THOREAU NO KOTOBA) had been published, some
excerpts from “A PLEA FOR CAPTAIN JOHN BROWN” and “THE LAST DAYS OF JOHN BROWN” were included
but “RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT” was entirely omitted. In 1949, however, Akira Tomita, Thoreau’s
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biographer in the Japanese language, was able to translate and present “Resistance to Civil Government.”
However, the president of the Japanese Thoreau Society, Masayoshi Higashiyama, has issued the following
statement:
For anyone whose eyes can see what is going on in this
evil world and whose brain can understand what his eyes
have seen during the two wars, it would be difficult
to accept Thoreau’s opinion that “That government is
best which governs least” or “That government is best
which governs not at all.” Since the age of Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, the role of government has become
much more important and significant in our lives than
it had been before. It has become our belief that
unless
social
and
international
security
are
established, the freedom of individual beings is
always in crisis, and that unless force backs us up,
we cannot maintain a world of justice.
In Professor Higashiyama’s defense, I will add that this seems also to be the attitude of any number of
American academic Thoreauvians. I recall in particular one such gentleman who –at the Thoreau Jubilee of
Summer 1992 in Worcester– after expressing to me his personal contempt for the principle of nonresistance to
evil as expressed by Jesus and for all cowards such as Gandhi who attempt passively to submit to the violence
of their fellows, insisted that had our hero Thoreau been in better health in 1862, he would most assuredly have
volunteered for the unit which, on the anniversary of the North Bridge battle of the 18th Century, marched to
the train station in Concord to serve in the Union army.

January 23, Sunday, 1949: Chinese Communist forces reached the Yangtze defense line before Nanking.
National elections in Japan resulted in a massive victory for the Liberal Party.
The Perilous Chapel a dance by Lou Harrison was performed for the initial time, at the Hunter Playhouse, New
York.
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February 12, Saturday, 1949: Major-General Yoshitaka Kawane and Colonel Kurataro Hirano were hanged at
Bugamo prison in Tokyo for having been associated with the Bataan death march, in addition to a Japanese
lieutenant and five enlisted men who had been responsible for the torture of prisoners in French Indo-China.
WORLD WAR II
July 6, Wednesday, 1949: The government of the Republic of Indonesia was re-established in Yogyakarta as
President Sukarno returned to the city.
Sadanori Shimoyama, president of the National Railway of Japan, was found beaten to death on the tracks in
Tokyo. He had recently sacked 30,000 workers as an austerity measure.
William Walton wrote to Yale University turning down their offer to succeed Paul Hindemith as Professor of
Composition.
A convention of the National Education Association in Boston voted to ban Communist teachers from US
schools.
September 1949: The 1st of the 4 Japanese war holdouts on Lubang Island in the Philippines to give up was
Private First Class Yuichi Akatsu. He got fed up with the whole thing and stormed off. The remaining men
figured that there was no way that this weakling could survive on his own. Yet, unbeknownst to them, Akatsu
managed to live six months on his own before surrendering to the Philippine Army.
HIRU ONODA
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
October 19, Wednesday, 1949: Osanu Satano received a prison sentence of 5 years for helping to kill a
captured American pilot. He would be the final one, of 4,200 Japanese convicted of war crimes.
WORLD WAR II
The Pennsylvania Railroad ended racial segregation on all trains from New York traveling south of
Washington DC.
Les rêves de Jacob op.294 for oboe, violin, viola, cello and bass by Darius Milhaud was performed for the
initial time, at Jacob’s Pillow, Massachusetts.
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DECADE OF 1950S
1950
1950: The remaining three Japanese diehards on Lubang Island in the Philippines found a note left by Akatsu
stating that he had been greeted by friendly troops. He even led a group of soldiers into the mountains in
search of the remaining men. However, nothing was more important, to these people of this mentation, than
loyalty. Hiroo Onoda and his men quickly concluded that Akatsu was now working with the enemy,
and retreated to the other side of the mountain.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
1950: Demolition of the Aluminum Company of America plant on the Niagara River’s Hydraulic Canal was
begun.
The Champlain Canal terminal building at Whitehall, New York became the Skenesborough Museum.
WWII was so over! Judo returned to Japanese schools, but only as an elective, and with the prewar
indoctrination on sacrifice for the Emperor replaced by the idea of healthy competition — to demonstrate that
prewar judo and postwar judo were two entirely different animules, until 1989 the Ministry of Education
would mandate that such classes be offered not as budo “martial art” but as kakugi “combative technique.”
WORLD WAR II
Oh, well, OK then.
1950: During the early years of this decade President Harry S Truman would have the interior of the White
House gutted and rebuilt on a skeleton of steel beams on a concrete foundation, making the house safe and
ensuring its continued use by American presidents. Thank you, Harry.
The United States of America adopted the Security Act of 1950, which contained an emergency civilian
detention plan that was to remain in effect for more than 20 years.296
General Curtis LeMay, commander of the United States Air Force’s nuclear-capable Strategic Air Command,
became concerned about base security. “The Russians didn’t threaten us,” said LeMay. “But I was worried
about fifth column activity. Sabotage… And the stupidest people we had in the Air Force were put in the
Military Police.” To reduce this perceived systemic risk, this American general adopted an agenda of searching
296. During the early 1980s in Washington DC, US Marine Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver North would help draft secret wartime
contingency plans which would provide for “the imposition of martial law, internment camps, and the turning over of government
to the president and FEMA,” and more than two decades later, the Sydney Morning Herald would report that the Bush
administration might employ these Reagan-era security initiatives, installing “internment camps and martial law in the United
States.” Following 9/11, reports of civilian detention camps and plans to “herd people into sports stadiums” would be punctuated
by John Dean’s question: “Could terrorism result in a constitutional dictator?” By late 2005, after President Bush would propose a
greater role for the military during natural disasters and the imposition of marshal law should there be an avian flu outbreak, former
Reagan cabinet member Paul Craig Roberts would assert “The Police State Is Closer Than You Think.”
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out and publicly dismissing bad examples: incompetent provost marshals, unconcerned wing commanders.
The general arranged for his security forces to be designated “Air Police” and took steps to treat the key
commanders not as unwanted stepchildren but as key members of his hands-on personal security team.
To make sure his Air Police understood how very special they were, he provided a distinctive uniform and
arranged for professional instruction in aikido, judo, and karate. The general established an Air Police school
at Fort Carson, Colorado that would teach his new Air Police how to rise above the level of gate guards and
make of themselves a deadly mixture of military police with nuclear weapon security.297
Meanwhile, there were those who were underimpressed by this uncritical pursuit of safety through power.
For instance, in this year Milton Mayer, without renouncing his Jewishness, became a member of the Religious
Society of Friends.
JUDAISM
June 6, Tuesday, 1950: General Douglas MacArthur ordered the Japanese government to remove 24 members
of the Communist Party from civic life — including 7 members of their Parliament.
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy asserted that 3 persons listed by the FBI as Communist agents still held high
positions in the State Department (the State Department controverted this).
WORLD WAR II
June 27, Tuesday, 1950: For the 4th time the US State Department Loyalty Security Board cleared John S.
Service of any suspicion (Senator Joseph R. McCarthy had been accusing Service of being a commie symp
pinko something).
UNAMERICANISM
The United Nations Security Council (the USSR boycotting) named North Korea as the aggressor, imposed
military sanctions, and asked member nations to carry out its plan to defend the Republic of Korea. The
Republic of Korea Army abandoned Seoul. President Harry S Truman announced US intervention and ordered
in American air and naval forces, under the command of General Douglas MacArthur. The British House of
Commons cheered upon hearing of President Truman’s announcement. All necessary measures were to be
taken to prevent any attack upon Taiwan. A 35-man military advisory team was dispatched to aid the French
in their attempt to control their colony in Indochina.
All non-Korean civilians were evacuated from Inchon by air and sea and from Pusan (women and children
only) by sea to Japan. One hundred American civilian workers asked to stay in Pusan and await the arrival of
American troops.
KOREAN WAR

297. During this decade, about twenty Japanese martial art instructors would be touring Air Force bases, and hundreds of US airmen
would be taking month-long courses at the Kodokan. His Japanese instructors were among the best available: karate teachers such
as Nakayama Masatoshi and Nishiyama Hidetaka; judo teachers such as Daigo Toshiro and Kotani Sumiyuki, and aikido teachers
such as Tomiki Kenji. The Air Police were to practice their judo and karate in the gyms that LeMay had ordered built on their bases
(following discharge, former Air Police often would continue teaching and practicing judo or karate in their home towns; for
instance, Laverne Raab in Omaha and Bill Reuter in Seattle). Karate instructors would no longer emphasize the building up of
knuckle calluses but LeMay would seek to make his America become more and more like the pre-WWII Shinto (kamino-michi)
Japan that he had gone to such lengths to defeat.

HDT

JAPAN

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
June 30, Friday, 1950: Henri Queuille replaced Georges Bidault as prime minister of France.
The Duke Ellington band returned to New York aboard the Ile de France after a three month tour of Europe.
Following Communist North Korea’s invasion of the South, President Harry S Truman ordered the US Navy
to blockade the Korean coast. He ordered US ground forces stationed in Japan into Korea and authorized the
bombing of North Korea by the US Air Force. The US President’s “No More Mr. Nice Guy” policy was backed
by the UN Security Council. General Douglas MacArthur, the American commander in Japan, was put in
charge of all UN troops in the area, which included forces from other nations. In his message to the American
people, the President described the invasion as Moscow-backed and as an attack by “monolithic world
Communism.”

KOREAN WAR
July 5, Wednesday, 1950: United Nations Forces fought delaying actions across South Korea.
The US ground troops in Task Force Smith (who had for a number of years been living the soft life in occupied
Japan) encountered North Koreans for the 1st time north of Osan and, with heavy casualties, were forced into
a general retreat. The 34th Infantry Regiment moved north from Pusan. The fall of Wanju.
KOREAN WAR
Msgr. Gerald Patrick O’Hara, the last Vatican diplomat in eastern Europe, was ordered expelled from Romania
for espionage. His 2 assistants were also ordered out.
A confidential informant told the FBI that Aaron Copland “has been a member of every communist front
which expressed a change of line....”
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August 25, Friday, 1950: Akira Kurosawa’s film “Rashomon” was released in Japan.
President Harry S Truman ordered the US Army to seize the nation’s railroads on August 27th, to prevent a
national strike that the unions were planning for August 28th. The unions involved would announce that they
were going to cooperate with the government, and postponed the strike.
The Board of Regents of the University of California sacked 31 professors for refusing to affix their signatures
to attestations that they had never been communists (any commie would, of course, pleasantly sign an entire
stack of such putrid documents, since commie doctrine offers nothing except praise for the ability to lie
successfully to further the eventual triumph of their grand cause; these terminated professors were, therefore,
if anything, giving us firm assurance of the fact that they had no sympathy whatever with communism).
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1951: Critics voted Rashomon, a 1950 samurai film by Kurosawa Akira, the best film of the Venice Film
Festival. Rashomon also introduces Western audiences to Mifune Toshiro, the Japanese actor whose
subsequent films included Seven Samurai, Miyamoto Musashi, Yojimbo, and Shogun.
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1951: In Japan, intravenous use of opiates was spreading among economically marginal and delinquent
youths, and in result an Awakening Drug Control Law was passed.
Japan’s gross national product was US$14.2 billion, which was 4.2% of the USA’s, half of West Germany’s,
and a third less than Britain’s.
Japanese sumotori wrestlers toured Honolulu, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Chicago with boxer shorts
under their loincloths to avoid charges of indecent exposure.
The famed cherry grove along the Arakawa River near Tokyo that had been the parent stock for Washington
DC’s initial cherry trees had fallen into decline during World War II. Japan requested help in restoring the
grove in the Adachi Ward, and our National Park Service shipped budwood from descendants of those same
trees back to Tokyo in an effort to restore the original site.
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1951: In Japan, intravenous use of opiates was spreading among economically marginal and delinquent
youths, and in result an Awakening Drug Control Law was passed.
Japan’s gross national product was US$14.2 billion, which was 4.2% of the USA’s, half of West Germany’s,
and a third less than Britain’s.
Japanese sumotori wrestlers toured Honolulu, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Chicago with boxer shorts
under their loincloths to avoid charges of indecent exposure.
The famed cherry grove along the Arakawa River near Tokyo that had been the parent stock for Washington
DC’s initial cherry trees had fallen into decline during World War II. Japan requested help in restoring the
grove in the Adachi Ward, and our National Park Service shipped budwood from descendants of those same
trees back to Tokyo in an effort to restore the original site.
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January 11, Thursday, 1951: President Harry S Truman appointed a mission headed by John Foster Dulles to
go to Japan to confer with MacArthur and Japanese leaders in regard to a peace treaty (said treaty would be
signed in San Francisco on September 8th by delegates from 48 countries, Russia and her satellites refusing
to participate).
Arcadian Songs and Dances from “Louisiana Story” for orchestra by Virgil Thomson was performed for the
initial time, at the Philadelphia Academy of Music.
A full company of recruits took one step forward and enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, in front of
the San Francisco, California premiere of the World War II film “Halls of Montezuma.” Great boxoffice!
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March 31, Saturday, 1951: Advance elements of the UN force crossed the 38th Parallel.
Dmitri Shostakovich played 12 of his 24 Preludes and Fugues at the Composers’ Union, Moscow. He had just
finished composing them and had not had time to learn them. He was nervous, especially about the political
atmosphere, and did not play well. Those who speak were not complimentary. The same thing would happen
with the 2d 12 on the following day.
The Group Areas Act went into force in South Africa. It allowed the Interior Minister to divide the country on
racial lines.
The UN Security Council voted 8-0-3 to accept a new peace plan for Kashmir.
“München: ein Gedächtniswalzer” by Richard Strauss was performed for the 1st time, in Vienna.
Speaking in Los Angeles, Ambassador-at-large John Foster Dulles explained the outlines of a peace treaty with
Japan.
Los cuatro soles, a ballet by Carlos Chávez to his own scenario, was staged for the first time, in the Palacio de
Bellas Artes, Mexico City.
Fairy Tale op.48 for orchestra by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the first time, in Philadelphia.

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: William Mauchly and
John Presper Eckart, having sold their company to Remington Rand, completed the 1st UNIVAC (Universal
Automatic Computer), which was the initial US commercial computer. Installed in 200 square feet of room
space at the US Bureau of the Census, containing 5,000 vacuum tubes and using magtape for its buffer
memory, it had 1,000 12-digit words of ultrasonic memory and could achieve a speed of 8,333 additions or
555 multiplications per second.298
July 12, Thursday, 1951: Cheryl Ladd, Charlie’s Angel, was born in Huron, South Dakota, on
Henry Thoreau’s birthday.
Korea truce talks broke down when the Chinese barred 20 reporters from the site and the UN negotiator
refused to discuss anything in their absence.

The draft of a peace treaty between Japan and most of the allies was published by the US and UK.
The Illinois National Guard was called out to quell racial violence in Cicero, Illinois, where a mob of 3,500
whites had been rioting for several days in order to prevent a black family from moving in. 75 white rioters

298.Yes, yes, I am aware that this is pitifully poor and inadequate and incompetent.
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were arrested. 17 people were hospitalized and 99 arrested.
In an attempt to calm conservative riots in Guatemala City, troops fired on the mob, killing 4 and injuring 61.
A federal court in Buenos Aires ordered the Argentine government to pay almost 19,000,000 pesos
($1,300,000) to the former owners of La Prensa for the expropriation of the newspaper. The owners claimed
this to be only a small part of its worth.
Parade, a suite for piano by Peter Maxwell Davies, was performed for the initial time, by the composer over
the airwaves of the BBC originating in Manchester.
July 20, Friday, 1951: As he entered the Mosque of Omar in Jerusalem for services, King Abdullah ibn
Hussein of Jordan was assassinated. The assassin was immediately killed by the king’s bodyguards, two of
whom suffered injuries. The Jordanian government would level the accusation that the assassin had been an
agent of Palestinian leader Haj Amin el-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, in Egypt. The Mufti would
deny any involvement. King Abdullah was succeeded by his son, Talal ibn Abdullah, currently in Switzerland
seeking medical treatment, under regency.
Japan regained control over $350,000,000 of Japanese assets within the US.
WORLD WAR II
August 26, Sunday, 1951: India announced that their diplomats would not be permitted to attend the
upcoming Japanese peace treaty conference in San Francisco because the government disagreed with several
of its provisions. “We’re just going to sit around and sulk.”
WORLD WAR II
September 4, Tuesday, 1951: A conference of 52 nations opened in the War Memorial Opera House of San
Francisco to conclude a peace treaty with Japan.
WORLD WAR II
The National Broadcasting Company expanded to 61 stations in the 1st coast-to-coast television network for
the United States of America. President Harry S Truman made the initial coast-to-coast telecast across the
continent of North America. Speaking from the War Memorial Opera House in San Francisco, he explained
the Japanese Peace Treaty.
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September 8, Saturday, 1951: Jürgen Stroop, who commanded the SS troops that had suppressed the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising, was executed on the site of the ghetto.
WORLD WAR II
In San Francisco, Japan signed a peace treaty with 48 nations at war with it. The USSR, Czechoslovakia, and
Poland refused to sign while India and Burma did not attend. In the treaty Japan regained sovereignty by
formally renouncing war. It was reduced to the 4 home islands and agreed to negotiate reparations agreements
with the various allied powers. Then, 5 hours after this Peace Treaty had been signed, representatives of Japan
and the United States of America signed a defense treaty calling for the stationing of US forces on these
islands.

READ THE FULL TEXT
November 20, Tuesday, 1951: Stricken by cancer, General De Lattre was replaced in Vietnam by General
Raoul Salan. Returning home, De Lattre would die two months later in Paris, after being elevated to the rank
of Marshal.
The UN command in Korea confirmed discovery of 365 bodies of US servicemen killed by the other side while
prisoners of war.
KOREAN WAR
In Tokyo, Emperor Hirohito signed the Japanese ratifications of the San Francisco Peace Treaty and Security
Treaty.
WORLD WAR II
December 31, Monday, 1951: Lead elements of the 45th Infantry Division arrived in Korea from Japan.
KOREAN WAR
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1952
1952: Japanese companies licensed the technology of the transistor from the USA.
The end of the occupation of the Japanese home islands by the US Army, as Japan returned to full
independence (or was this a clever hoax?).
Letters and photographs of family and friends were dropped all over Lubang Island in the Philippines from an
airplane. The Japanese war holdouts there concluded that the enemy had finally outdone themselves with this
clever trick — to the eyes of those trained in guerrilla warfare, this had to be a clever hoax.
HIRU ONODA
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
1952: After his release from two years of service in the US Army, Guy Davenport got a job teaching at
Washington University in St. Louis. During Ezra Pound’s incarceration in St. Elizabeths Hospital, he would
visit him annually until Pound’s release in 1958, and later at his home in Rapallo, Italy.
Our government put out a citizens-advisory pamphlet in this year, informing us about the hazards of atomic
attack and advising us as to what to do to protect ourselves:299

February 28, Thursday, 1952: The United States and Japan signed an agreement in Tokyo that the United
States could set up military bases on Japanese soil.
WORLD WAR II
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March 20, Thursday, 1952: The Supreme Court of South Africa ruled that placing colored voters on separate
electoral roles was unconstitutional. Prime Minister Daniel Malan rejected this decision.
Four days of rioting began in Trieste by Italians desiring the return of the Istrian Peninsula to Italy.
The United States Senate ratified the Japan Peace Treaty.
WORLD WAR II
“My trip to Asia begins here in Japan for an important
reason. It begins here because for a century and a half
now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and
enduring alliances of modern times.”
— President George W. Bush to the Japanese Diet,
paragraph 4, February 18, 2002.

March 28, Friday, 1952: The National Assembly of France approved the Japan Peace Treaty.
WORLD WAR II
Chants Alizés op.125 for woodwind quintet by Florent Schmitt was performed for the first time, in Paris.
April 15, Tuesday, 1952: President Harry S Truman signed to ratify a peace treaty with Japan, and defense
treaties with Japan, Australian, New Zealand, and the Philippines.
WORLD WAR II
For the 14th time, a nuclear weapon was tested at Yucca Flat, Nevada.
Partita in A for violin and piano by Ulysses Kay was performed for the first time, at the American Academy
in Rome.
Verna Arvey heard from State Department official Wilson Compton that recordings of her husband William
Grant Still’s music had been withdrawn by the State Department, although this had ostensibly been done not
for musical reasons but due to the quality of the recording.

299. The above government drawing may be a bit over-prettified. Here’s an actual photo, of a woman who had been caught in the
Hiroshima heat flash, before she died on October 15, 1945:
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April 22, Tuesday, 1952: Due to his worsening medical condition, Sergei Prokofiev was granted a pension of
2,000 rubles a month. The decree was signed by Joseph Stalin.
The United States exploded a nuclear device at Yucca Flat, Nevada. As part of a military exercise, about 2,000
soldiers entered the contaminated zone within an hour after the blast (don’t worry, it only means you won’t
need haircuts for awhile).
In Tokyo the Allied Control Council for Japan, set up in 1945 to oversee the occupation, held its final meeting.
So long and good luck.
WORLD WAR II
April 28, Monday, 1952: The peace treaty signed by Japan and 49 other nations on September 8th, 1951 went
into effect as the United States deposited its ratification. Only 9 countries out of the 49 that signed it had
completed ratification. Japan was no longer an occupied country.
WORLD WAR II
Phantom of the Winds for violin and piano by Peter Maxwell Davies was performed for the first time, in
Manchester City Hall, the composer at the keyboard.
May 1, Thursday, 1952: Leftists rioted in Tokyo, shouting anti-US slogans and attempting to break into the
palace grounds. They assaulted US citizens and destroyed property. Police restrained the crowd. One person
was killed and about 450 injured.
WORLD WAR II
A bill requiring citizens to pay for many National Health Service programs was given final approval by the
British House of Commons.
In a military exercise at Yucca Flat, Nevada, 2,000 marines took cover in foxholes 6,400 meters from ground
zero of a nuclear explosion.
A George Peabody Award was given to Gian Carlo Menotti for his “Amahl and the Night Visitors.”
June 18, Wednesday, 1952: Japan recognized the Taiwan government as the sovereign government of that
island and its dependencies.
The British government proposed to create a unified Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland.
An agreement was reached in Washington DC between the United States and France wherein the US would
substantially increase its aid to Vietnam. This would be mostly military aid to the French-backed antiCommunist forces.
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August 12, Tuesday, 1952: A committee of the Japanese Diet revealed the disappearance of “a considerably
large quantity of precious metals and diamonds” from government vaults. They implied that the loss was due
to Japanese government officials and US occupation officers.
A demonstration by 6,000 workers at the Kafr el Dawar cotton mills near Alexandria turned into a riot.
October 1, Wednesday, 1952: On the anniversary of the declaration of the Peoples’ Republic of China a riot
by Chinese POWs on Cheju Island was put down by US troops, by killing 52 and injuring 113.
The Liberal Party won the election in Japan, although with a somewhat reduced majority.
In Portland, Oregon the 1st Ultra-high Frequency (UHF) television station went on the air.
The Harvest According, a ballet by Virgil Thomson to a scenario by De Mille, was performed for the initial
time, in the Metropolitan Opera House of New York City, the composer conducting.
Aldous Leonard Huxley’s THE DEVILS OF LOUDUN (copyrighted in the United States until 2048 due to
Renewal RE062563) — A morality tale of mass hysteria and exorcism in 17th-century France.
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1953
1953: In return for Japanese support to the United States during the Korean Police Action, the United States
returned the Northern Ryukyus to Japanese control. One immediate result was fights between Japanese
laborers using judo and Ryukyuan laborers using karate. While the reported fights were over who would
unload boats at Naze, on Amami-Shoto, there were probably fights in Naha, too, over who would control the
prostitution outside the giant United States military bases that sprawled throughout Southern Okinawa.
The point was hardly moot, either, as what the Japanese refer to as the entertainment industry was bringing in
more money than sugar cane, and employing perhaps one out of ten of Okinawa’s women.
January 1, Thursday, 1953: Toshiro Mayuzumi joined two other Japanese composers in founding the Group
of Three to promote contemporary music.
Kontraste, a ballet by Bernd Alois Zimmermann, ess performed for the first time, over the airwaves of
Norddeutsche Rundfunk, Hamburg.
Suite Hebraïque for viola and orchestra by Ernest Bloch esd performed for the first time, in Chicago.
February 1, Sunday, 1953: NHK begsn regular television broadcasting in Japan.
20th Century Fox announced it was converting all future production to CinemaScope.
April 19, Sunday, 1953: A general election in Japan resulted in a loss of majority for the ruling Liberal Party.
June 1953: Corporal Shimada, a member of the group of Japanese diehards from World War II on Lubang
Island in the Philippines, was shot in the leg during an altercation with local fishermen. They both got away,
so the search for them in the jungles would need to continue even longer. The other surviving uncaptured
combatant, Hiroo Onoda, would be able to nurse the injured corporal back to health.
LAST TO SURRENDER
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December 2, Wednesday, 1953: 811 Japanese citizens, 349 of them civilians, arrived in Japan after 8 years in
Soviet prison camps in Siberia.
After weeks of tests at Salpetrière Hosital, Claire Messiaen was diagnosed with incurable “cerebral atrophy.”
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was flown from Pyote Air Force Base in Texas to Andrews Air Force Base
in Maryland and placed in storage.

WORLD WAR II
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December 24, Thursday, 1953: The Anami Oshima Islands erre returned to Japan.
The Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission issued its report at the end of its repatriation process. It had
been intended that the fate of any troops still not repatriated would be handled at a Korean Peace Conference,
but such had not come about. 350 UN troops and 22,219 Chinese and North Koreans troops were still in
custody. These still unrepatriated prisoners of war would therefore be left to the tender attentions of the two
opposed military commands.
KOREAN WAR
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1954: The Butokukai reopened in Kyoto, to cheers from the Japanese political right, which tends to remain
persuaded that martial art training provides a good way of instilling right-wing ultranationalism into young
Japanese.
Mochizuki Minoru introduced aikido to Paris. An advocate of non-violent solutions to problems, Mochizuki
would later be expelled from France for too strongly protesting French nuclear testing.
In Japan, intravenous use of opiates among urban populations was peaking, and heroin use also began to
increase.
With the release of The Seven Samurai, Japanese director Kurosawa Akira introduced the stylized bloodletting
of the bunraku puppet theater to international cinema. While the Italians and Spanish quickly copied
Kurosawa’s techniques, similar slow-motion mayhem would not catch on in heavily censored Hollywood until
after the release of Sam Peckinpah’s The Wild Bunch in 1969.
1954: Launch of the USS Nautilus, a nuclear-powered submarine. President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower
was under pressure from the US military to mount a pre-emptive nuclear strike against the USSR, before it
could develop the capability to make an equivalent nuclear response, and struggled to find some way to explain
to the other generals that from his point of view such a pre-emptive strike would be –and this is his word– “unAmerican.”
In Japan, Sadako Sasaki of Hiroshima, who had been two when we dropped one of our atomic bombs on her,
fell to the ground while preparing for a school foot race. She had developed “A-bomb survivor disease,”
the well-known leukemia (everybody immediately understood, she was another goner).
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Ernest Hemingway received a Nobel Prize (no, it wasn’t the Peace Prize).
Robinson Jeffers edited his deceased wife Una’s diaries, and they were published by Theodore Lilienthal and
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printed at the Ward Ritchie Press as VISITS TO IRELAND.
Friend Floyd Schmoe went to South Korea to rebuild homes destroyed during the war.
In the years after the Korean War, North Korean dictator Kim Il-sung would create a cult of personality.
Pictures of the Great Leader would be positioned not only in every public building but also in every family’s
home. Kim would preach an ideology called Juche (self-reliance) and proclaim North Korea to be the best
nation in the world. While South Korea’s economy would boom during the 70s and 80s as its autocracy
transitioned into democracy, the north would maintain a Stalinist command economy that would ensure that
the nation remained not only poor but also under control. North Korea would develop a habit of kidnapping
foreign nationals and during these decades would land commando teams on Japanese beaches to kidnap
random Japanese-speakers for use as language teachers. They would also kidnap hundreds of South Koreans
from beaches along the peninsula. In 1978 Kim Jong-il, the Great Leader’s son, would engineer the kidnapping
of a South Korean film star, Choi Eun-hee, and a director, Shin Sang-ok, would be obliged to create a Godzilla
movie titled “Pulgasari” before finally managing to escape his clutches in 1986.
1954: Regency introduced the world’s 1st transistor radio, small enough to be carried in the hand (three years
later the Japanese electronics company Tokyo Tsushin Kogyo, which would be renamed “Sony” to suggest
“Sonny boy,” would introduce a 2d transistor radio, one so tiny it could almost fit into a standard shirt pocket).

The Japanese electronics company Fuji Electric (later it would be known as “Fujitsu”) introduced its 1st
commercial computer:
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March 1, Monday, 1954: Bulgaria ended its state of war with Greece.
Our 2d thermonuclear test at Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands: the 1st deployable hydrogen bomb. Its
explosion was more than twice as large anticipated and radioactivity would extend considerably beyond the
“safety zone.” Of the total yield equivalent to 15 megatons of TNT, 10 megatons were from fission of the
natural uranium tamper and these fission reactions produced a great deal of dirty-bomb fallout. Marshall
Islanders at a distance of 280 kilometers, and the 23-man Japanese crew of a fishing vessel, Daigo Fukuryu
Maru or Lucky Dragon, that had been about 130 kilometers from the blast, would be seriously impacted by
radioactive fallout. There would be a fatality. The fallout spread eastward onto the inhabited Rongelap and
Rongerik Atolls, which had not been evacuated, and many Marshall Islanders have suffered radiation burns.

CLOSE CALLS

November 10, 1950

At Rivière-du-Loup, Québec, an atomic bomb into which the plutonium core had not
been inserted detonated in a non-nuclear manner. A B-50 was bringing back one of
several Mark 4 nuclear bombs that we had secretly deployed in Canada, when it had
engine trouble and jettisoned the device at 10,500 feet above the St. Lawrence River.
The crew set the device to self-destruct at 2,500 feet. The explosion shook area residents and scattered nearly 100 pounds of Uranium-238 that had been in the weapon’s
tamper.

March 1, 1954

At Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands during the Castle Bravo test of the 1st deployable hydrogen bomb, the explosion was more than twice as large as anticipated. Of
the total yield equivalent to 15 megatons of TNT, 10 megatons were from fission of
the natural uranium tamper and these fission reactions produced a great deal of dirtybomb fallout. Due to an unanticipated wind shift, the radioactive fallout spread into
unexpected areas. A 23-man Japanese fishing boat, Daigo Fukuryu Maru or Lucky
Dragon, was dosed and many crewmen developed radiation sickness, with a fatality.
The fallout spread eastward onto the inhabited Rongelap and Rongerik Atolls, which
had not been evacuated, and many Marshall Islanders have suffered radiation burns.

November 29, 1955

Operator error caused a partial core meltdown in an experimental EBR-I breeder reactor in Idaho.
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March 30, Tuesday, 1954: Sadao Iguchi, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States of America, presented
a 300-year-old stone lantern to the city of Washington DC to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the first
Treaty of Peace, Amity, and Commerce between the United States and Japan that had been signed by
Commodore Matthew Perry at Yokohama on March 31, 1854. The lantern, made of granite, is 8 feet high and
weighs 20 tons. Now the National Cherry Blossom Festival is officially opened by the lighting of this lantern.

April 26, Monday, 1954: The International conference on East Asia opened in Geneva. Represented were the
USSR, China, North Korea, and the 16 allied nations fighting in Korea.
KOREAN WAR
Akira Kurosawa’s “The Seven Samurai” was released in Japan.
Suite for Younger Orchestras op.56 by Wallingford Riegger and Soldier Songs, a cycle for voice and piano by
Hugo Weisgall to 8 different authors, were performed for the initial time, in New York City.
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May 7, Friday, 1954: On Lubang Island in the Philippines, the war came to an end for Corporal Shimada as
he was shot dead by a search party sent in to find these Japanese holdouts.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
At 5:30PM, the 10,000 French soldiers remaining alive at Dien Bien Phu were ordered by their commander to
cease fire. By that point, 55 days in, an estimated 8,000 Viet Minh and 1,500 French had perished. These
French prisoners would be marched for up to 60 days to camps some 500 hundred miles away. Nearly half
would perish during this march, or during their captivity. France would proceed to withdraw completely from
Vietnam, ending a bitter 8-year struggle against the Viet Minh in which 400,000 soldiers and civilians from all
sides would have perished.

DIEN BIEN PHU ⊃ MY LAI

TED BUNDY
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May 17, Monday, 1954: On Lubang Island in the Philippines, more leaflets were dropped. A loudspeaker
blurted out “Onoda, Kozuka, the war has ended.” Clearly, to the Japanese war holdouts, this was another trick
by the Americans. They were sure that the war was still on and they intended to get even with the enemy for
Shimada’s death. Hiroo Onoda and Kozuka were positive that the Japanese would be landing on the island any
day and that control would be taken back from the Americans. One day, Onoda’s own brother stood by at the
microphone and pleaded for them to give up. Onoda could not see the speaker’s face from his great distance
and concluded that the Americans had gone to a really great length to trick him this time. They believed that
the Americans had found a man that was built and sounded just like his brother, but was really an impostor!
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
The United States Supreme Court ruled 9-0 that 6-year-old Linda Brown had been unfairly treated when the
Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas had obligated her to attend a substandard all-Black school. It further
ordered that “separate but equal” had been nothing more than an operating fiction, and that therefore schools
across the country must be desegregated.
At the Army-McCarthy hearings, Army Counselor John G. Adams refused to testify about a “highlevel”
meeting wherein Adams had been advised to make a written record of his dealings with Senator Joseph R.
McCarthy. Adams was refusing at the order of President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower. The subcommittee
decided to go into recess until May 24th.
September 26, Sunday, 1954: 1,168 died when the Toya Maru, a commercial ferry, sank in the Tsugaru Strait
off Hokkaido, Japan in a typhoon.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

LOST AT SEA

This typhoon also killed about 500 other people.
Diego Rivera was readmitted to membership in the Communist Party of Mexico (he had been expelled in 1929
as a Trotskyite).
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November 5, Friday, 1954: Representatives of Japan and Burma signed peace and reparations treaties in
Rangoon, whereby Japan was to provide Burma with $250,000,000 worth of manufactured goods, loans, and
technological aid over 10 years.
Many nationalist leaders throughout Algeria were arrested by French authorities, and their organizations
banned, as a result of the attacks of November 1st.
Divertimento on Sellinger’s Round for chamber orchestra by Michael Tippett was performed for the initial
time, in the Zürich Tonhalle.
November 7, Sunday, 1954: Soviet fighters shot down a US reconnaissance plane off Hokkaido Island, Japan,
killing a member of the crew.
French police raided suspected nationalist centers in Algeria, capturing 196.
Suite cisalpine op.332 for cello and orchestra by Darius Milhaud was performed for the first time, in Paris.
November 9, Tuesday, 1954: Ichiro Hatoyama replaced Shigeru Yoshida as prime minister of Japan.
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1955
1955: A prototype engine for a proposed nuclear-powered bomber that would be able to stay aloft for years
without refueling proved too heavy unless the designers eliminated all radiation shielding. Such a device
would of necessity be a drone flown under remote control (another little difficulty would be that the initial
takeoff would need to be from an existing flat straight highway at least 16 kilometers in length).

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
ICBMS
Robinson Jeffers received the Borestone Mountain Poetry Award, for HUNGERFIELD.
A photograph was taken of Sadako Sasaki of Hiroshima, a hibakusha at this point still in the early stages of
leukemia:

Her best friend in school told her of a legend, that if you folded 1,000 origami cranes (senzaburu) you would
be granted a wish.300 She had begun to fold cranes out of whatever pieces of paper came to hand. She would
fold some 1,300 individual ones, out of whatever gum wrappers came to hand, before dying.
WORLD WAR II
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300. It’s a joke, actually, a sick joke. There’s an origami trick by which one is supposed to be able to fold a circular chain of 100
cranes out of a single piece of paper — this takes about a week of folding (the crane figure is appropriate, since in Japanese
mythology the crane is supposed to live a thousand years, although of course everyone understand that the actual bird has no lengthy
lifetime). If one were able to accomplish this week-long folding task without any tearing, when one actually counted the cranes in
the chain, there would be only 96 little ones plus one larger central one possible by means of such a folding technique. Not only
cannot one fabricate a chain of a thousand cranes out of a single piece of paper, but also, despite the name, one cannot even achieve
a round hundred. The moral of this sick little tale seems to be: you aren’t going to get what you want out of wanting it very much,
this real world simply not being responsible to one’s longings.

But you can imagine how a sick little A-bomb girl received this tale.
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1955: In Japan, to bring opiates and heroin under control, the Awakening Drug Law and police and
educational efforts were strengthened. Despite this, use of heroin and hypnotics would increase during the
1960s.
The US occupation of Japan ended.
WORLD WAR II
At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the speakers were Tom Wardle and Friend Bayard
Rustin.
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February 27, Sunday, 1955: National elections in Japan saw the Democratic Party winning the most seats.
They would rule in coalition with the Liberal Party.
2 US citizens were released by China in Hong Kong after 3 ½ years in prison charged with espionage.
After a contentious debate, the West German Bundestag ratified the Paris agreements on rearmament and the
Saar.
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May 9, Monday, 1955: Serpasil (reserpine) had been approved by the US Food and Drug Administration in
1953 and Thorazine (chlorpromazine) in 1954. Herman C.B. Denber of New York’s Manhattan State Hospital
reported to the American Psychiatric Association that the new drugs calmed patients with serious mental
illness to the point that, for the 1st time, it had become possible to use conventional psychotherapy on them.
PSYCHOLOGY
A group of 25 disfigured females was accompanied by the Reverend Kiyoshi Tanimoto to New York City,
where they were to undergo reconstructive surgery at Mount Sinai Hospital. While in the USA, the Reverend,
who had himself been exposed to the Hiroshima blast (after having been disowned by his Buddhist father for
having become a Methodist minister), appeared on “This Is Your Life” with two of the “Hiroshima Maidens”
(who appeared only in silhouette in order to spare the television audience an opportunity to view their specific
disfigurements) and with Captain Robert Lewis, co-pilot of the Enola Gay.

When Lewis found he was to face these survivors, he fled the TV studio. Found in a nearby bar, after being
reasoned with (and after partaking of some liquid courage) he was able to face the Reverend before the
cameras. He revealed to the nation, his voice quivering, that after the atomic bomb had been dropped they had
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circled to inspect the result and he had jotted down “My God. what have we done.”

This is not a
photo of Colonel
Paul W. Tibbets,
Jr.’s mother,
Enola Gay Tibbets

“THIS IS YOUR LIFE”

WORLD WAR II
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August 7, Sunday, 1955: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:
Tokyo Telecommunications Engineering, precursor to Sony, sold its 1st transistor radios in Japan.

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

Colonel John Arnold, one of 11 US airmen recently released by China, described physical and psychological
torture during his 2½ years as a prisoner.
6,000 demonstrators blocked a causeway leading to the island housing the Neutral Nations Supervisory
Commission in Inchon Harbor. They unsuccessfully attempted to force their way past US troops guarding the
island. US forces used tear gas to prevent a landing by demonstrators from fishing boats. The protesters
accused the representatives from Czechoslovakia and Poland of espionage and sabotage. Violence over the
next week causes one death and 144 injuries, including several US soldiers.
Three Sonatas for solo clarinet by George Perle were performed for the initial time, in Chicago.
September 15, Thursday, 1955: Three Japanese war criminals serving life sentences were released: Okinori
Kaya, Teiichi Suzuki, and Kingoro Hashimoto.
Swiss inventor George de Mestral received a U.S. patent for VELCRO®.
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October 25, Tuesday, 1955: Sadako Sasaki, a “hibakusha” victim of our A-bombing of Hiroshima, expired at
the age of 12 of leukemia. According to a popular story she had been able to fold only 654 origami cranes and
it was her classmates who had folded the additional 346 so she could be interred with a full 1,000. Isn’t she
beautiful in her coffin?

That 654-story is surely a just-so story, since according to her parents at the point of her death she had been
able to fold some 1,300, with plenty still left over in the home after she had been interred with a round thousand
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of them.
December 16, Friday, 1955: Three Japanese war criminals serving life sentences were released: Naoki
Hoshino, Koichi Kido, and Hiroshi Oshima.
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1956
1956: The first Japanese motor vehicles sold in the USA, a shipment of compact trucks.
February 18, Saturday, 1956: Benjamin Britten conducted a performance of his Sinfonia da Requiem over the
airwaves of NHK, originating in Tokyo. The work had been written in response to a commission from the
Japanese government in 1940 but had at that point been rejected as insulting.
Gustave Charpentier died in Paris at the age of 95.
March 31, Saturday, 1956: In Tokyo, Lieutenant-General Kenryo Sato, the final major Japanese war criminal
remaining in prison, was paroled after serving 10 years of a life sentence.
When the police broke up a parade in Paris in support of the Algerian independence movement, they took
3,000 into custody.
Comoedia de Christi Resurrectione by Carl Orff to words of the composer, was performed for the first time,
over the airwaves of München Radio.
May 30, Wednesday, 1956: Clap Vocalism, musique concrete on tape by Toru Takemitsu, was performed for
the first time, over the airwaves of New Japan radio.
Several works involving magtape were performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Westdeutsche
Rundfunk, originating in Cologne: Gesang der Junglinge no.8 by Karlheinz Stockhausen to words from the
Bible, Klangfiguren II by Gottfried Michael Koenig and Spiritus intelligentiae, sanctus by Ernst Krenek for
two solo voices and tape.
Several new works were performed for the 1st time, in Carl Fischer Hall, New York: 4 More by Earle Brown,
Structures for string quartet and Three Pieces for String Quartet, by Morton Feldman, and Radio Music, by
John Cage.

Our national birthday, Wednesday the 4th of July, 1956: In Tokyo some 10,000 citizens attended an antiAmerican rally and demonstrated against foreign military bases on the Japanese islands. With friends like us
they really didn’t need any enemies!
The Association of Oldest Inhabitants in Washington DC staged its final 4th-of-July celebration at the Old
Union Engine House (this tradition being discontinued had begun in 1909).
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

October 19, Friday, 1956: In a treaty signed in Moscow, the USSR and Japan jointly ended their state of war
and established diplomatic relations.
WORLD WAR II
Nikita Khrushchev led a high-level Soviet delegation to Warsaw, reportedly threatening military intervention
if the Polish party replaced their hard-line politburo with a more independent group. Workers at major factories
in Warsaw armed themselves in preparation of Soviet military intervention.
Sonata concertante for violin and piano by Peter Mennin was performed for the first time, at the Library of
Congress, Washington.
December 18, Tuesday, 1956: Twelve survivors of the Granma expedition regrouped and organized the initial
guerrilla unit in the Sierra Maestra mountains of Cuba.

The Empire of Japan was admitted to the United Nations.
Israeli forces withdrew to a line 75 kilometers east of the Suez Canal.
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December 20, Thursday, 1956: Tanzan Ishibashi replaced Ichiro Hatoyama as prime minister of Japan.
Federal marshals served a court injunction on officials of the State of Alabama, City of Montgomery and the
company operating Montgomery buses ordering an end to racial segregation on the city’s buses. Shortly
thereafter, African-Americans in the city would call off their year-long boycott of buses.
RACE POLITICS
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1957
1957: The first Japanese passenger car sold in the USA, the Toyota Crown.
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Mr. Yositaka Mikimoto, President of the Japanese firm Mikimoto Pearls, Inc., donated the Mikimoto Pearl
Crown that is used at the coronation of the National Cherry Blossom Festival Queen on the night of the Grand
Ball in Washington DC. The crown, fabricated with more than two pounds of gold, has 1,589 pearls. This
ceremonial display item, due to its weight, is worn by the young lady in question for only a few moments (she
will be presented with a petite crown of gold with a pearl atop each point to wear for the remainder of the
evening, and then retain as her own).

February 24, Sunday, 1957: Nobosuke Kishi replaced Tanzan Ishibashi as prime minister of Japan.
Symphony no.10 by Henry Cowell was performed for the first time, in the Museum of Natural History,
New York.
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June 21, Friday, 1957: When the FBI intercepted “Rudolf Ivanovich Abel” in a hotel in New York City, search
of his room revealed an abundance of espionage equipment. He would turn out to be a Soviet intelligence
officer with the rank of colonel, named Vilyam “Willie” Genrikhovich Fisher.
The UN military command in Korea informed North Korea and China that since the north has introduced
“vastly superior” forces into the peninsula, it would no longer be bound by provisions in the 1953 armistice
limiting the number of forces and equipment it might import.
The United States and Japan jointly announced that all US combat ground troops would be withdrawn from
Japan very soon.
Dialogues des Carmélites, an opera by Francis Poulenc to words of Bernanos, was performed for the first time
in French, at the Paris Opéra.
John George Diefenbaker replaced Louis Stephen St. Laurent as Prime Minister of Canada, leading the first
conservative government since 1935.
May 13, Monday, 1957: The US government rejected the Japanese appeal of April 29th and announced a new
series of atmospheric atomic tests in Nevada beginning on May 16th.
The British government announced an end to its boycott of the Suez Canal.
Serenade for viola and bassoon by Pauline Oliveros was performed for the initial time, at San Francisco State
College.
August 22, Thursday, 1957: The USSR began a new series of nuclear tests.
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles authorized 24 news organizations to send correspondents to China for a
7-month trial period. This was not reciprocal: Chinese correspondents were not to be allowed into the United
States of America.
United States Marine Corps Private 1st Class Lee Harvey Oswald departed for Japan.
September 12, Thursday, 1957: Cross Section, a revue with 6 songs by Peter Sculthorpe to words of
McKellar, was performed for the initial time, in the Phillip Street Theater, Sydney.
Paul Teitgen, Secretary-General of Police in Algiers, resigned because of his objection to the use of torture
against rebels.
United States Marine Corps Private 1st Class Lee Harvey Oswald arrived at Yokosuka, Japan, where he was
assigned to the Marine Air Control Squadron #1, Marine Air Group 11, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, based in
Atsugi, Japan.
November 15, Friday, 1957: United States Marine Corps Private 1st Class Lee Harvey Oswald was
discharged from the hospital at Yokosuka, Japan.
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November 20, Wednesday, 1957: US officials confirmed that they has unfrozen about a quarter of the
$40,000,000 in Egyptian assets that had been frozen during the Suez Canal crisis of the previous year.
United States Marine Corps Private 1st Class Lee Harvey Oswald’s unit departed from Japan for the Philippine
Islands.
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1958
1958: It was the United States of America, in this year, that broke the Korean Armistice Agreement that all
nations had entered into in 1953, when the Eisenhower administration sent the 1st atomic weapons into South
Korea. By the mid-1960s the United States would have more than 900 nuclear artillery shells, tactical bombs,
surface-to-surface rockets and missiles, antiaircraft missiles, and yes, even nuclear land mines, in South Korea.
Even nuclear projectiles for Davy Crockett recoilless rifles would be for several years based in South Korea.
From this year into 1963, Lord Bertrand Russell would be serving the cause of peace as president of a
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and of a Committee of 100, and in consequence, with his 4th wife Edith
Finch Russell would be imprisoned for inciting civil disobedience (their sentence would, because of the
severity of the harm which they had inflicted, be commuted to one week).

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
A statue of Sadako Sasaki, who had in the previous year died of the A-bomb disease leukemia, holding aloft

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
a golden crane, was dedicated at Hiroshima Peace Park.

An initial cruise under North Pole ice was accomplished by 4-year-old US atomic submarine Nautilus.
NASA began its space program by putting a US satellite into orbit (something about “throw weight” was really
causing us to turn on and tune in).

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Peter George’s novel about nuclear war, RED ALERT, was published under a pseudonym in the United
Kingdom as TWO HOURS TO DOOM: A NOVEL OF SUSPENSE (the plotline of this novel would become the basis
for the 1964 Stanley Kubrick black comedy film Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love
the Bomb).301

301. In the novel there is no Doomsday Device. Also, the ending in the novel differs from the movie — the
President of the United States of America offers to allow the Premier of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to destroy Atlantic City, New Jersey in exchange for the Soviet target of our sole remaining onrushing B52, but then this bomber fails in its mission and Atlantic City is thereby preserved.
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January 1, Wednesday, 1958: Japan converted to the metric system.
Treaties creating the European Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Community went into
effect.
Great Britain created Christmas Island as a crown colony.
Thanom Kittikachorn replaced Pote Sarasin as Prime Minister of Thailand.
January 20, Monday, 1958: Treaties signed in Jakarta ended the state of war between Japan and Indonesia,
and provided for Japanese reparations and investment in Indonesia.
A federal court in San Francisco ordered the release of 11 communists convicted in 1953 of advocating the
overthrow of the government.
March 7, Friday, 1958: United States Marine Corps Private 1st Class Lee Harvey Oswald’s unit departed from
the Philippine Islands for Atsugi, Japan.
Indonesian federal troops landed at Bengkalis off Sumatra, 500 kilometers from the rebel centers of Padang
and Bukit Tinggi.
The French National Assembly voted confidence in the Algeria policy of Prime Minister Gaillard.
Symphony no.1 by Charles Wuorinen was performed for the initial time, in the Great Hall, Cooper Union, New
York.
Concerto for viola and orchestra by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in Symphony Hall,
Boston.
April 11, Friday, 1958: Japanese police arrested 3 government officials and charged them with being
members of the Communist Party and giving government information to the party.
United States Marine Corps Private 1st Class Lee Harvey Oswald was court-martialed for the initial time, for
illegal possession of a firearm.
Van Cliburn played the Third Piano Concerto of Sergei Rakhmaninov at the Tchaikovsky International Piano
Competition at Tchaikovsky Conservatory, Moscow. His performance met with uproarious applause. Through
the competition he had become the idol of the city.
The South African government banned all meetings of more than 10 blacks.
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April 18, Friday, 1958: When the pianist Van Cliburn gave a recital at Moscow Conservatory to an overflow
crowd, they demanded seven encores.
Symphony no.1 by Easley Blackwood was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
At the federal courthouse in Washington DC, the treason indictment against Ezra Pound was dismissed on the
ground that the poet was incurably, permanently insane and therefore not competent to stand trial, and custody
over him was granted to his wife Dorothy. Released from St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Pound and his wife would
reside in Rapallo, Italy.

Robert Frost had been instrumental in securing the release.
A Japanese pagoda shape hewn out of rough stone was positioned on the west bank of the Tidal Basin near the
Jefferson Memorial, and dedicated as a gift to the City of Washington by the Mayor of Yokohama to
“symbolize the spirit of friendship between the United States of America manifested in the Treaty of Peace,
Amity and Commerce signed at Yokohama on March 31, 1854....”
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May 22, Saturday, 1958: In its initial general election as a unified party, the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan
won 287 of 467 seats in the House of Representatives.
After French planes landed at Gafsa, Tunisia, they went on to bomb Tunisian troops.
The Argentine Congress granted amnesty and restores civil liberties to about 41,000 Perónistas. They left the
question of return of exiles to the courts.
September 14, Sunday, 1958: The United States Marine Corps unit containing Private Lee Harvey Oswald
embarked from Japan for the South China Sea.

After September 14, Sunday, 1958: The United States Marine Corps unit containing Private Lee Harvey
Oswald arrived in Taiwan, where he had a nervous breakdown and was sent back to Japan.
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October 5, Sunday, 1958: Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.’s “Auf Wiedersehen,” a television drama based on Vonnegut’s
“D.P.,” was broadcast by CBS.
United States Marine Corps Private Lee Harvey Oswald arrived in Atsugi, Japan.
With the publication of a new constitution, the Fifth French Republic formally came into existence.
In the early morning, 3 bombs destroyed an integrated high school in Clinton, Tennessee (no-one was around
to be injured).
Lamentatio Jeremiae prophetae for chorus by Ernst Krenek was performed completely for the initial time,
in St. Martin Kirche, Kassel.
Two Last Poems for flute and orchestra by Ernest Bloch was performed for the initial time, in Naples.
On the 10th anniversary of his 1st Concert de bruit, Pierre Schaeffer’s Etude aux allures and Etude aux sons
animés for tape were performed for the initial time, at the Brussels International Exposition. Also premiered
was Diamorphoses for 2-track tape by Iannis Xenakis.
October 6, Monday, 1958: Private Lee Harvey Oswald was put on general duty (for a Marine private, that
ordinarily means to report immediately to the Kitchen Police).
China suspended its bombardment and blockade of Nationalist-held islands for 7 days, and called for peace
talks (the Nationalist government on Taiwan would reject this offer).
November 2, Sunday, 1958: United States Marine Corps Private Lee Harvey Oswald departed from Japan for
San Francisco.
Mainland China ended its shelling of offshore Nationalist-held islands.
Solitude Sonore for orchestra by Toru Takemitsu was performed for the initial time, in a radio broadcast from
NHK Symphony Hall, Tokyo.
Voluntaries for organ by Leslie Bassett was performed for the initial time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

November 3, Monday, 1958: Soviet scientists observed a volcanic eruption on the moon.
Bendita sabedoria for chorus by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of the Bible was performed for the initial time,
at the opening of the new UNESCO building in Paris.
November 15, Saturday, 1958: United States Marine Corps Private Lee Harvey Oswald arrived in San
Francisco, California from Japan.
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1959: Although Japanese-Americans who had renounced their citizenship in 1942 when placed in
concentration camps under Executive Order regained their full citizenship, they would receive no
compensation for the losses they incurred a result of their relocation (on the up side, the United States
government would refrain from charging them retroactively for room and board while held in these
concentration camps).
With the publication of Goldfinger, Ian Fleming introduced his readers to karate. Although the British novelist
did watch a demonstration of women’s judo at the Kodokan in Tokyo during this year, most of his knowledge
of Japanese martial arts came from chatting with journalists and watching professional wrestling on television.
Japanese villains had been popular in Britain and North America during the ’50s, and the Hawaiian
professional wrestler Harold Sakata was hired to play “Oddjob” in this film after the show’s producers saw
him perform in London. Bruce Tegner choreographed some of the 1st karate scenes to be used on prime-time
television. His on-screen protégées included Robert Taylor and Rick Nelson.
March 30, Monday, 1959: A district court in Tokyo ruled that the presence of the military forces of the United
States of America on Japanese soil was a violation of the Japanese constitution.
According to secret testimony by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to a committee of the US House of Representatives,
the US had way, way more atomic weaponry than it would require to totally destroy the Soviet Union.
September 26, Saturday, 1959: Typhoon Vera came ashore on Honshu, killing more than 5,000 on this day
and the following one and injuring 39,000. This was the strongest typhoon to come onto the Japanese home
islands in recorded history.
Prime Minister Solomon West Ridgeway Dias Bandaranaike of Ceylon died of his wounds and was replaced
by Wijayananda Dahanayake.
Piano Sonata by Hans Werner Henze was performed for the initial time, in Berlin.
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev left from Andrews Air Force base near Washington DC on his way home
to Moscow after a 13-day visit to the United States of America without East/West relations having been
materially advanced.

HDT

NIPON

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN
November 27, Friday, 1959: In Tokyo, 30,000 outraged by the Japan-US security treaty entered the grounds
of the Diet where they were confronted by about 5,000 police. Elsewhere in the nation hundreds of thousands
wee demonstrating. 462 people were injured.
The 1st of the Four Last Songs for voice and piano by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words of his wife Ursula
Vaughan Williams, were performed for the initial time, in London.
Seven Studies on Themes of Paul Klee for orchestra by Gunther Schuller was performed for the initial time,
in Minneapolis.
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DECADE OF 1960S
1960
1960: Japan began a most spectacular period of economic growth, one that would be transforming it for a time
into the 2d economic power of the world after of course the US of A.
May 20, Friday, 1960: Riots began in Japan against a security treaty before the Diet. Some demonstrators
broke through police and ransacked the official residence of Prime Minister Kishi. This began 3 weeks of
almost constant demonstrations and battles with police. The House of Representatives approved the treaty in
a vote with only the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party present. 500 police removed Socialist deputies who had
barricaded Speaker Ichiro Kiyose in his office in an attempt to prevent the session from occurring.
The Southern Baptist Convention in Miami Beach passed a resolution against electing Roman Catholics to
public office. “When a public official is inescapably bound by the dogma and demands of his church, he cannot
consistently separate himself from these.”
Israeli agents drugged Adolf Eichmann and flew him out of Argentina disguised as an injured El Al employee.
ANTISEMITISM
May 21, Saturday, 1960: A series of earthquakes on this day and the following one in southern Chile would
cause massive landslides and avalanches and high waters as far away as Hawaii and Japan. The Chilean
government would estimate 5,700 dead, 2,000,000 homeless. In terms of energy released, this would turn out
to be the largest earthquake on record.
May 25, Wednesday, 1960: Along the east coast of Japan 180 were killed and 150,000 rendered homeless by
high waves traveling across the Pacific Ocean from the recent earthquake and landslides along the coast of
Chile.
Jules Dassin’s film “Never on Sunday” was released in France.
May 26, Thursday, 1960: 2,000,000 Japanese, including 150,000 in Tokyo, demonstrated for the resignation
of Prime Minister Kishi, dissolution of the Diet, and cancellation of the upcoming visit of President Dwight
David “Ike” Eisenhower.
June 4, Saturday, 1960: A general strike by Japanese trade unions added to the chorus of indignation against
the government of Prime Minister Kishi.
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June 7, Tuesday, 1960: Radical elements of the current wave of protest in Japan promised to harm President
Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower and Emperor Hirohito if the President visited as planned.
When blacks demonstrating against unpopular government decisions in the Pondoland African Reserve in
Southeast Cape Province, South Africa, were fired on by black police, 25 civilians and 5 policemen died.
Just before the 1st shipment of Soviet oil arrived in Cuba, the foreign companies –Shell, Esso, and Texaco–
indicated that they would refuse to refine it (we now know that the US government was initiating this). At the
same time US companies, obliging the US government, were refusing to sell fuel to Cuba.
When a helium tank exploded at McGuire Air Force Base near New Egypt, New Jersey, the fuel tanks of a
BOMARC-A surface-to-air missile were ruptured. The missile and its nuclear warhead were destroyed and the
immediate vicinity was contaminated.

CLOSE CALLS
November 20, 1959

There was a chemical explosion during decontamination of processing machinery in
the radiochemical processing plant at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee
that released a little more than half an ounce of 239Pu.

June 7, 1960

When a helium tank exploded at McGuire Air Force Base near New Egypt, New Jersey, the fuel tanks of a BOMARC-A surface-to-air missile were ruptured. The missile
and its nuclear warhead were destroyed and the immediate vicinity was contaminated.

October 5, 1960

The warning system at the North American Aerospace Defense Command’s NORAD
tracking center inside Cheyenne Mountain was put on high alert by the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System at Thule Airbase in Greenland because it misinterpreted
the rising moon and indicated that with a probability of 99.9% the United States was
under massive attack by Soviet nuclear warheads out of Siberia (since Chairman of
the Council of Ministers Nikita Krushchev was at the moment at the United Nations
in New York City, in the minds of the humans involved the warning did not seem at
all likely).

“What was to be a blessing we have made a curse.
We do not see our hand in what happens,
so we call certain events melancholy accidents
when they are the inevitabilities of our projects,
and we call other events necessities because
we will not change our minds.”
— Stanley Cavell, THE SENSES OF WALDEN,
U of Chicago P, 1981, page 82
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June 10, Friday, 1960: This had been the day scheduled for President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower to land
in Moscow and begin a tour of the Soviet Union (the plan had needed to be canceled due to one of our U-2 spy
planes having been shot down in Soviet airspace).
Some 6,000 rock-throwing demonstrators surrounded and immobilized a car carrying White House Press
Secretary James Hagerty, US Ambassador Douglas MacArthur II, and Presidential Appointments Secretary
Thomas Stephens as they attempted to drive from Haneda Airport to Tokyo. After an hour and 20 minutes
police managed to make enough room for a US Marine helicopter to land and lift the officials above the fray.
June 15, Wednesday, 1960: Rioting resumed in Tokyo against the government and the visit of President
Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower. 20,000 demonstrators battled 5,000 police, breaking through their lines and
into the Diet compound where they were able to do significant damage. They also made it into a US Air Force
area and set fire to 14 police trucks. Police used tear gas to restore order.
The constitution of South Korea was changed to provide for a parliamentary government.
Manuel Beaton, Cipriano Beaton, and Felipe Martinez Noma were executed in Santiago de Cuba for
counterrevolutionary activities (they had led an anti-Fidel Castro guerrilla band).
In Cologne, String Quartet no.3 by Isang Yun was performed for the initial time, and Variations I for any
number of players with any means of producing sounds by John Cage was performed for the initial time (with
David Tudor at the piano).
June 16, Thursday, 1960: Prime Minister Kishi of Japan formally postponed a visit by President Dwight
David “Ike” Eisenhower scheduled to begin in 3 days. There had been 3 weeks of riots and demonstrations
against Kishi’s government and the visit.
The British governor of Nyasaland lifted the state of emergency imposed 15 months earlier.
Cuba ordered 2 legal attaches in the United States embassy in Havana off the island, accusing them of having
conspired with counterrevolutionaries.
“Psycho,” by Alfred Hitchcock, had its initial screening in New York.
June 19, Sunday, 1960: The Japan-US security treaty, which had been the object of so much unrest in Japan,
was ratified by the Japanese Diet.
The International Commission of Jurists, a NGO recognized by the UN, claimed that China has committed
genocide in its occupation of Tibet.
Apparitions for orchestra by György Ligeti wass performed for the first time, in Cologne. It was wildly cheered
and marked Ligeti’s first great success as a composer.
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June 22, Wednesday, 1960: The US Senate ratified the Japan-US security treaty, thus bringing it into force.
Addressing the Third Congress of the Romanian Workers Party in Bucharest, one day after a speech by
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, the Chinese delegate, Peng Chen, refrained from endorsing
Khrushchev’s peaceful coexistence policy.
Transición I for electronic sounds by Mauricio Kagel was performed for the first time, in Berlin.
President Juscelino Kubitscheck de Oliveira of Brazil established the Museu Villa-Lobos in Rio de Janeiro.
July 15, Friday, 1960: Japanese Prime Minister Nobosuke Kishi resigned in the face of widespread unrest
against his government.
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba demanded that all Belgian troops and diplomatic personnel leave the Congo.
UN troops from Ghana and Tunisia began arriving in the country.
An act calling for the independence of Nigeria was approved by the British Parliament without opposition.
Independence was set for October 1st.
July 18, Monday, 1960: China paid 50,000 rupees to Nepal for the death of a Nepali soldier on June 28th.
Hayato Ikeda replaced Nobosuke Kishi as prime minister of Japan.
The newly appointed UN commander in the Congo, Maj. General Carl Carlsson von Horn of Sweden, arrived
in Léopoldville with his staff to set up operations.
September 10, Saturday, 1960: Regularly scheduled color television programs began in Japan.
The UN announced a cease fire agreed to by the Congolese army and secessionist provinces of Katanga and
Kasai.
The US informed the USSR that when General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev visited the UN, his movements
will be limited to Manhattan Island. The same went for Prime Ministers Mahmet Shehu of Albania and Janos
Kadar of Hungary.
Constitutional rights, suspended in Venezuela after the July 24th assassination attempt on President
Betancourt, were restored.
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October 12, Wednesday, 1960: Speaking at a political rally in Tokyo, Inejiro Asanuma, chairman of the
Socialist Party of Japan, was stabbed to death by Otoya Yamaguchi, an ultra-nationalist student (the Japanese
Socialists were leaders against the defense treaty with the United States). Yamaguchi was arrested by police.
When Philippine diplomat Lorenzo Sumulong made anti-Soviet statements in a speech to the UN General
Assembly, General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev banged his shoe on his desk by way of convincing everyone
that Sumulong was a lackey of the imperialists. With the meeting in uproar, General Assembly President
Frederick Boland had to hammer so fiercely with his gavel that it broke — whereupon he suspended the
meeting.
November 20, Sunday, 1960: At the Pathet Lao headquarters in Samneua, Laotian Prime Minister Souvanna
Phouma announced agreements in principle to end the civil war and form a national unity government between
his administration, the Pathet Lao, and the right-wing organization of General Phoumi.
National elections in Japan resulted in gains for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party.
Earth Shall be Fair, a cantata for chorus and orchestra by Robert Ward to words of C. Bax and the Bible, was
performed for the first time, in Des Moines, Iowa.
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1961
1961: Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima for 52 strings by Krzysztof Penderecki was performed live for
the first time, in Warsaw. It was broadcast over the airwaves of Radio Warsaw.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
General Electric’s SNAP small nuclear reactors began to be included in our space satellites. –I’m just saying,
if it’s small it’s not that dangerous, right?

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
The beginning of the “Operation Plowshare” program to use nuclear explosions as part of massive construction
projects. For instance, a chain of explosions across Nicaragua might be able to dig a “Pan-Atomic Canal,”
a sort of supersized Panama Canal all at ocean level. To move all that dirt, loft it into the sky where it will do
no harm. If only there were no such thing as radiation damage, this might seem like a good idea, an engineering
feat one might attempt. (If only.)
Bell Laboratories introduced the first high-energy gas laser. High-energy gas lasers can drill holes through
solid steel at nearly light speed, and this would cause industrialized nations to spend billions of dollars
researching direct-fire laser weapons. Unfortunately, such weapons would turn out to require batteries storing
several megawatts of energy, and those are not especially portable. (By way of comparison, the most powerful
turbine at Washington State’s Grand Coulee Dam generates 815 megawatts, while the most powerful nuclear
reactors in the world, including the Ignalina reactor in Lithuania and the CHOOZ-B1 reactor in France,
generate around 1.4 megawatts.) The Bell Laboratories gas laser employed a mixture of helium and neon as a
lasing medium, its most intense beam being generated at a wavelength of 1.153 um in the near infrared
spectrum.

HISTORY OF OPTICS
By passing the pulse from a ruby laser through a quartz crystal, it became possible in this year to demonstrate
the generation of harmonics in light.
March 25, Saturday, 1961: Lou Harrison boarded a freighter in California making for Japan where he had
been invited to the East-West Music Encounter Conference in Tokyo.
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April 18, Tuesday, 1961: Demonstrators attacked the United States embassies in Moscow and Sofia, Bulgaria,
and the United States Information Service building in Belgrade, protesting the American invasion of Cuba.
Anti-US demonstrations took place in Warsaw, Paris, and Tokyo.
William Walton was made the 14th Honorary Freeman of the Borough of Oldham.
Cuban forces launched a counterattack against the beachhead at the Bay of Pigs.
Our President lied: “I have previously stated, and I repeat now, that the United States plans no military
intervention in Cuba.”
“When lies must be told, they should be told by
subordinate officials.”
— Special Assistant Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
to President John Fitzgerald Kennedy

June 6, Tuesday, 1961: The military junta in South Korea abolished the constitution and assumed dictatorial
powers.
General Pierre Bigot was sentenced to 6 to 15 years in jail by a Paris court for his part in the Algerian
insurrection.
Sony Corporation offered $3,500,000 of common stock on the US market. This was the first common stock
offering by a Japanese company in the US.
Carl Gustav Jung died in Zürich at the age of 85. He had just completed the manuscript for MAN AND HIS
SYMBOLS.
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1962
June 19, Tuesday, 1962: Olivier Messiaen left France on his initial trip to Japan.
The OAS sent shells into the Casbah in Oran.
November 30, Friday, 1962: Coral Island for soprano and orchestra by Toru Takemitsu to words of Ooka, was
performed for the first time, in a Japan radio broadcast.
Acting Secretary-General Sithi U Thant was elected to a full term as Secretary-General of the United Nations.
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy signed an executive order banning racial segregation in federally funded
housing.
Giostra Genovese for orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann was performed for the first time, in the
Stadttheater Bonn.
Overture Philharmonique by Darius Milhaud was performed for the first time, at Lincoln Center, New York.
Jerome Kagan’s and Howard A. Moss’s BIRTH TO MATURITY: A STUDY IN PSYCHOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT
(in 1982 the journal Current Contents would identify this book as a “citation classic” on account of its having
been cited in over 460 other publications).302
PSYCHOLOGY

302. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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November 21, Thursday, 1963: General elections in Japan resulted in renewed victory for the Liberal
Democratic Party. The Congo expelled all 100 members of the Soviet embassy after a couple of them are
arrested for trying to undermine the government.
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1964: In Japan, the Shinkansen (bullet train) was inaugurated.
August 14, Friday, 1964: Two Soviet jazz musicians, Boris Midney and Igor Berucshtis, left a group touring
Japan in Tokyo and asked for asylum in the US. This would be granted.
Five Etudes and a Fancy for woodwind quintet by T.J. Anderson was performed for the first time, in Aspen,
Colorado.
November 9, Monday, 1964: Eisaku Sato replaced Hayato Ikeda as Prime Minister of Japan (Ikeda had
resigned on October 25th due to ill health).
An agreement was signed in Belgrade by representatives of Yugoslavia and the United States to exchange
Fulbright scholars in the coming year. This was the first time the US has reached such an agreement with a
communist country.
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1965
1965: Kenzaburo Oe visited Hiroshima, and has truly learned its lesson:

The US federal government secretly released Bacillus globigii at the National Airport and Greyhound bus
terminal in Washington DC (this was not a one-time error: a year later military researchers would be breaking
bacteria-filled light bulbs onto tracks in subway stations in New York City).
GERM WARFARE

This was the year in which I was working at P&G in Ohio and in which I would be fathering my first child,
Cara María Meredith — who would be born with multiple allergies and with a highly unusual big red
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semicircular mark outside the hairline, squarely in the middle of her forehead. When I saw my baby for the 1st
time, at the hospital through the glass window, I sought out and interrogated the obstetrician, to be assured that
no “spoon” had been used during Cara’s delivery.
ASSLEY

Mr. Proctor

Mr. Gamble

My grandmother interpreted this forehead mark as “the mark of Cain.” It meant, to her, that her greatgranddaughter had inherited her grandson’s inherent wickedness.
In distress, I wrote off to Fort Wayne, Indiana to inquire about some radiation treatments I had received as a
child. At one point during my high school years I had had a severe case of crotch itch due to an “athletes-feet”
INFECTION
that had gotten into the raw area where, because of my twisted spine, my legs had been
rubbing together as I walked. The insides of my thighs had had perpetual crescent-shaped oozing raw red
patches. The radiologist, I remembered, had instructed me to cup my testicles in my hand and pull them to the
side, and I had not been able reach down there. I remembered that he had in his room what was obviously a
lead cup for use as a genital shield, but made no motion to utilize this cup as he probed here and there between
my legs with his blunt-nosed X-ray head. (I remembered also, very distinctly, that he had made no comments
to me whatever about my spine, which was obviously what had been forcing my legs to rub together whenever
I walked, and was obviously the reason why I was unable to touch my own genitals. That had been as close as
ever I got during my childhood and adolescence to any medical attention for my deformity, and this physician
had had no advice or explanation whatever to offer to me! Very obviously he saw a patient who was unable
even to touch his own penis, and had no words whatever, either of sympathy or of explanation, to offer that
patient.) The response I received by return mail was a most declarative one. There was simply no possibility
that my genetic material had been harmed by his radiation treatments during the early 1950s, because when he
looked at his records they showed that he had carefully placed an aluminum plate of a certain thickness over
the radiation head of his machine. Any radiation that had passed through that metal plate and reached the skin
between my legs had stopped right at the surface, in the inflamed target skin layer that was infected with this
athletes-feet organism. I need have no concern that I had harmed my infant daughter through having these
childhood X-ray treatments. The unusual birthmark outside the hairline was not genetic, or if it was genetic,
it could not be due to any radiation damage. End of letter.
Now I need to get ahead of my story, by taking into consideration some US Army secret medical experiments
that would not be disclosed until 1969
and 1976
and 1987
that I would not myself
figure out until 1995.
Was it damaging to me or to my baby, for me to be sitting for eight hours a day
five days a week at the Cincinnati Toilet Goods Plant of Proctor & Gamble hunched over the shoulder of a
time study engineer who was at the time being murdered by our government, with internal doses of highly
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radioactive Plutonium that were being administered to him by a radiologist under government military contract
at the University of Cincinnati? Did my daughter receive her highly unusual outside-the-hairline birthmark due
to radiation damage to my sperm? I simply don’t know, not being myself able to calculate with any assuredness
how much the high-energy neutron bullets emitted by Pu238 are dissipated at the square of the distance in an
average distance of two or three feet, passing through another person’s body before entering my own gonads.
–And, we can be assured, nobody in the US government is ever going to be eager to tell us even if we could
ever be prepared to trust the word of such an agent.

This was the year in which, after having received my honorable discharge as an officer from active duty with
the USMC, I had on a bitter cold day interviewed in Cincinnati, heavily dressed, at the Toilet Goods Plant of
the Proctor & Gamble Corporation, and had been hired as a job study engineer, my first post-college civilian
career employment. That spring it got warmer and warmer, until I was the only one in the plant who was still
working in my suit jacket. Finally, after it had been announced that we might all switch to short-sleeved shirts
for the summer, and after being asked a number of times why I did not shed my suit jacket in this heat in this
building entirely without air conditioning, I felt that too much attention was being paid, and so I shed my
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jacket.
They of course had not recognized that they had hired a man with a deformity. I had been too heavily dressed
during my employment interviews, for this to have been noticeable. I could tell that there was shock.
I tried to bull it out. I said nothing, and of course, they said nothing whatever. But the way this twisted spine
worked out was that idle rumors began to circulate around the factory floor, about my presumed lack of a sex
life. A man with a twisted spine obviously wasn’t getting any action out of the local babes, such as the various
young ladies on the assembly lines who had a local reputation for possessing round heels. (The fact that I had
been married for 4 years and the fact that my wife had an infant in the oven didn’t figure in this at all, as the
personnel who were indulging in these randy speculations had no interest in me as a real person.) The rumors
about my lack of a sex life then, however, morphed into a series of inventive jokes about me as a masturbator.
One of these jokes had it that I was sneaking out to my car during working hours to indulge in my masturbation
habit.
After awhile my job title and training was unexpectedly and unilaterally changed and I was sent out from the
plant to the warehouse, as their new “warehouse manager.”
Then one day the plant manager summoned his new “warehouse manager” to his office. He took me to a
window from which I could look out over a parking area, and asked me if this view gave me any ideas. I was
of course baffled, not yet having heard of the masturbation jokes that were making the rounds. Then he told
me that my “one-year conditional employment,” my “trial period,” had not worked out and was coming to an
end, and that at the end of the month my services would no longer be needed, so my first and only job
obligation from that time forward was to find myself another position, outside the Proctor & Gamble
Corporation. (This was of course the first I had heard of any such thing as conditional employment, or a trial
period.)
As I left his office after thus being summarily fired, I stopped and spoke with the secretary at the desk, an aging
lady whom I knew. She joked “AM, how are you in the PM?” –something which had been her standard remark
for a number of months– and then she told me a story about some person who had masturbated in a car outside
the plant. I asked “Was this a visiting salesman or something?” and she said, mysteriously, “No, this was a
P&G employee.”
After I got home, Plant Personnel called me and told me to meet them the next morning in the parking lot,
for a conference in a parked car. I was not to attempt to enter the facility. They came out to my car and invited
me into their car and advised me that during the last month of my employment, the plant guards had been given
copies of my resume photograph and instructed to refuse me entrance. They asked me to scribble a list of the
personal items from my desk that they should put in a box and bring out to me.
Some time later, after I had secured other employment with General Electric (as a contract administrator for
the purchase of fuel nozzles for jet engines), while shopping in a tropical fish store in a suburb of Cincinnati,
I met one of the warehouse employees whom I had supervised at P&G (this was a chunky short young man
whom I had always been wary of, because I had noticed how he had a real chip on his shoulder against any
authority and did a slow burn whenever I had given him a work assignment). He wanted to talk to me about
what a bum deal I had gotten, and to create common cause with me he proceeded to provide me in some detail
with the masturbation jokes that had been circulating about me, that had continued to circulate through the
P&G culture even after my termination. He then told me how much he admired me, for being able to cope with
this stress without actually going berserk and starting to kill people (the conversation, I think, was more about
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his own mental climate than about mine, since I had already had a lifetime to become accustomed to receiving
such abuse, and he was the participant with the obvious smoldering fuse).
I have a general remark to make here, about something I had learned, that I had occasion to relearn during this
particular episode of my life, and would be given occasion to relearn again in other subsequent episodes of my
life prior to the eventual rightward rotation of the curvature of my spine. It is a general remark that may be of
some use to someone. Here it is: if there is something very unfortunate about your life, that you simply cannot
righteously be criticized for (such as, in my own case, a spine unfortunately twisted by a childhood illness,
something for which no-one could ever –righteously– abuse me), people will proceed to find something else
unfortunate about your life, something that indeed they can –righteously– criticize you for (such as, in my own
case, the general concept that since a deformed man obviously cannot get chicks, I as a deformed man must
be a solitary and a masturbator) — and they will proceed to condemn you for the latter as a way to express
their discomfort with the former. That is to say, the negative affect will find a way to express itself in their
relationship with you, but will of course express itself only in a manner which makes you indecent and them
decent (and never in any manner, it follows, which would show them as indecent and you as decent). Since
these people at Proctor & Gamble had of course not been able righteously to reproach me for my unanticipated
deformity, they made up out of whole cloth something for which they could righteously condemn me and expel
me.
Beware. Ignore the particulars of this and learn the generalities, as this general sort of thing could someday be
happening to you or someone you love.
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New topic. Again I need to get ahead of my story, and tell you about something I found out about only much
afterward. In a later timeframe I found out
that there had been a government production facility for
the fabrication of uranium A-bomb cores just upwind of our home on Wyscarver Road in Sharonville, Ohio.
The plant was at Fernald, Ohio and was operating under a cover story and was a heavy source of nuclear
contamination. It is now a superfund site and cancer maps are being made of the impact of the radiological
contamination on long-term residents of the area.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The GE test reactor (GETR) at which I would be a “jumper” during the 1970s had not been generating
electricity for the local commercial grid for several years. The spent fuel had been removed from the site.
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In this year General Electric obtained renewal of its license.
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1965: The Japanese Government made another generous gift of 3,800 Yoshino trees to another First Lady
devoted to the beautification of Washington DC, Lady Bird Johnson, wife of President Lyndon Baines
Johnson. American-grown this time, many of these were planted on the grounds of the Washington Monument.
Lady Bird Johnson and Mrs. Ryuji Takeuchi, wife of Japan’s Ambassador, reenacted the planting ceremony of
1912.

Late in the year, on Lubang Island in the Philippines, Hiroo Onoda and Kozuka “requisitioned” a transistor
radio from a local and listened to reports from Peking. Oddly, with their minds still trapped in 1945 war time,
they did not believe anything that they heard on the radio regarding military or foreign relations. Yet they
followed the horse races, and understood that Japan had risen to be a great industrial power.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
February 20, Saturday, 1965: Representatives of Japan and South Korea signed a draft treaty in Seoul calling
for establishment of diplomatic relations.
Troops loyal to Lieutenant-General Nguyen Khanh entered Saigon and put down the coup begun on the
previous day.
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February 21, Sunday, 1965: The ruling Armed Forces Council of South Vietnam removed its chairman,
Lieutenant-General Nguyen Khanh.
Suat Hayri Urgüplü replaced Ismet Inönü as Prime Minister of Turkey.
At 3PM, while speaking in the Audubon Ballroom of New York City, black nationalist leader Malcolm X was
gunned down by members of a rival Muslim group. 3 people were wounded in a shootout between the
assassins and bodyguards (2 of the assassins, subdued by audience members and held for police, would be
convicted of murder).
June 22, Tuesday, 1965: A treaty signed in Tokyo established full diplomatic relations between Japan and
South Korea. Street demonstrations against the pact took place in both countries.
Deux nocturnes op.32bis for flute, horn and piano or harp by Charles Koechlin was performed publicly for the
first time, at Sceaux.
September 18, Saturday, 1965: A couple of Japanese amateur astronomers discovered a previously unknown
comet. It would be named, after them, the sungrazing comet Ikeya-Seki. Now how nice is that?
ASTRONOMY

Festival Overture for orchestra by Thea Musgrave was performed for the initial time, in Glasgow.
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1966
April 24, Sunday, 1966: Six Romances on Japanese Poems for tenor and orchestra by Dmitri Shostakovich
was performed for the first time, in Glinka Concert Hall, Leningrad, over 30 years after they were composed.
Prayers for Divine Service for male chorus and organ by Leslie Bassett was performed for the first time, at
Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts.
Stefan Wolpe received the Brandeis University Creative Arts Medal.
August 6, Saturday, 1966: On the 21st anniversary of the Hiroshima bomb, demonstrations took place in
major US cities against the war in Vietnam.
The Bassarids, an opera seria by Hans Werner Henze to words of Auden and Kallman, after Euripedes, was
performed for the initial time, in Salzburg. Included was the first performance of Henze’s intermezzo The
Judgement of Calliope to words of Auden and Kallman.
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1967: While singing in Japan, Joan Baez noted that her peace commentary onstage was being misrepresented
by an interpreter. The interpreter acknowledged as much but explained that in this he had been guided by a
CIA agent (the CIA would officially deny involvement, and the interpreter would withdraw his account).
Bruce Lee named his martial art which combined wing chun with boxing, fencing, and arnis “The Way of the
Intercepting Fist” (Jeet Kune Do).
A decade earlier, Professor Piero Sensi and Dr. Maria Teresa Timbal’s research group at the Lepetit
Pharmaceuticals research lab in Milan, Italy had discovered, in a soil sample from a pine forest on the French
Riviera, a bacterium Amycolatopsis rifamycinica. This bacterium produced an antibacterial agent
“Rifampicin” that in this year became a major additive to the “PIERS” cocktail-mix of drugs Pyrazinamide,
Isoniazid, Ethambutol, Rifampicin, and Streptomycin used to treat tuberculosis.
January 29, Sunday, 1967: Macao authorities paid $2,000,000 Hong Kong dollars compensation for Chinese
killed in the December unrest and China discontinued its boycott.
Elections to the Japanese Diet returned the Liberal Democratic Party to power with a slightly reduced majority.
CBS Playhouse for the initial time offered its signature melody composed by Aaron Copland.
February 15, Wednesday, 1967: Japanese correspondents reported that anti-Mao forces were in control of
Lhasa.
In general elections in the Netherlands, smaller parties made gains at the expense of the 2 largest parties.
Mutations II for piano by Ralph Shapey was performed for the initial time, at Bowling Green State University,
Ohio.
William Christian Bullitt, Jr. died of leukemia. He would never learn how savagely the critics would react to
his and Dr. Sigmund Freud’s THOMAS WOODROW WILSON: A PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1967. 307 pp): “Freudulence.”
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July 25, Tuesday, 1967: A General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor began construction on the
coast of Japan at Fukushima.
In Turkey, Pope Paul VI became the initial reigning pope to enter an Eastern Orthodox Church.
Government and opposition leaders in Canada denounced President de Gaulle’s speech of the previous day as
an intrusion in the country’s internal affairs.
The National Guard was called out in Toledo, Ohio. The National Guard arrived in Grand Rapids and Pontiac
to quell the riots. 40 people had been injured and 200 arrested in Grand Rapids. Two people were dead, one
injured, and 87 arrested in Pontiac.
This night began 4 nights of racial violence in South Bend, Indiana. There would be 7 wounded.
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1968: Yasunari Kawabata became the 1st Japanese to win a Nobel (the prize was in literature).

ALFRED NOBEL
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May 18, Saturday, 1968:One of our rockets, carrying a SNAP-19B2 reactor, had to be blown up during launch
— but fortunately, its radioactive materials would be retrieved still intact.
ICBMS
Prime Minister Nguyen Van Loc of the Saigon government and his cabinet resigned. President Thieu
appointed Tran Van Huong to replace him.
In Prague, Soviet prime minister Aleksei Kosygin promised that the USSR accepted the democratization of
Czechoslovakia.
President de Gaulle returned to France to deal with the widespread strikes and protests. Subway and bus
service ended in Paris, taxis were greatly reduced. Workers occupied the shipyards at St.-Nazaire. Police took
over the international telephone and telegraph exchange.
Moralities, scenic cantatas by Hans Werner Henze to words of Auden after Aesop was performed for the first
time, in Cincinnati.
Seven Japanese Love Poems for voice and piano by Shulamit Ran to traditional words, was performed for the
first time, in Judson Hall, New York.
June 26, Wednesday, 1968: The Bonin Islands were returned to Japan.
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April 28, Monday, 1969: About 150,000 marched in various places in Japan demanding the return of
Okinawa. Serious violence occurred in Tokyo.
After French voters rejected his government reorganization plan, Charles de Gaulle resigned as president of
France. Alain Emile Louis Marie Poher became acting president.
Alexander Dubcek, former first secretary of the Communist Party, was elected chairman of the Federal
Assembly of Czechoslovakia.
June 9, Monday, 1969: Construction began on a 2d General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor at
the Fukushima Daiichi Power Station of Tokyo Electric Power Corporation on the coast of Honshu Island
north of Tokyo.
August 3, Sunday, 1969: The Japanese Diet passed legislation giving the government and university
presidents greater power to deal with campus unrest.
Protestants attempted to march into a Catholic district of Belfast for a 2d time precipitating greater violence.
The rioters dispersed after armored cars were brought in.
Puerto Ricans rioted for 6 days in Passaic, New Jersey. 131 people were arrested, $150,000 damage was done.
August 8, Friday, 1969: Tokyo University and 37 other Japanese schools announced they would not
cooperate with the new measure passed August 3d.
France devalued its franc by 11.1%.
August 17, Sunday, 1969: 10 days of fierce fighting began south of Danang, Vietnam.
The New York Times reported that most Japanese companies were refusing to do business with Israel for fear
of Arab reprisals.
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe died in Chicago at the age of 83.
October 1969: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Engineers
from Japan’s ETI company met with Intel to inspect work on their calculator project. They accepted the Intel
design for an integrated circuit chip set and signed an exclusive contract for the chips.
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December 23, Tuesday, 1969: Activation of the initial General Electric Mark One nuclear reactor having the
sort of “torus” design that would be used, unfortunately, in 5 of the 6 reactors at Fukushima Daiichi north of
Tokyo.

Clean safe electricity generated by clean safe atomic power would safeguard the environment! On this day the
federal House of Representatives agreed to a bill for environmental protection that had been reported by the
joint conference committee of the federal legislature.
December 27, Saturday, 1969: The Liberal Democratic Party was returned to power in national elections to
the Japanese Diet.
The first annual Manzanar Pilgrimage took place. (These nostalgia trips back to the Manzanar facility would
inspire pilgrimages to other of our concentration camps sites as well, in the years to come.)
WORLD WAR II
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DECADE OF 1970S
1970
1970: Japan, having surpassed each and every European economy, in this year became the 3d economic
powerhouse in the world after the USA and the USSR.
Schoei Ando, in ZEN AND AMERICAN TRANSCENDENTALISM (Tokyo: Hokoseido Press), concluded that Henry
Thoreau had achieved what is variously termed “Seishori” or “Meihakuri” or “Dajo Ippen,” or in English
“clearly purified state” or “completely purified life.” In Zen, this is the condition immediately preceding the
entire abandonment of the sense of selfhood.
February 11, Wednesday, 1970: The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency launched Osumi from the
Uchinoura Space Center. This was Japan’s initial artificial satellite.
In Re Con Moto et al. for string quartet and piano by Charles Ives was performed for the first time, in
New York.
March 15, Sunday, 1970: Israeli forces raided inside Syria, attacking a military camp and destroying power
lines northeast of Damascus.
The Japanese Consul General in Saõ Paulo, Nobuo Okuchi, was released unharmed after the Brazilian
government freed five political prisoners and transported them to Mexico (he had been abducted on
March 11th).
Symphony no.4 by Samuel Adler was performed for the initial time, in Dallas.
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April 14, Tuesday, 1970: In Japan, Canon, Inc. introduced the pocket calculator.
Viet Cong forces captured Krek from Cambodian government troops. Cambodian Prime Minister Lon Nol
issued an urgent appeal for arms to fight communists.
At 0307 UTC at a distance of 205,000 miles from earth, an oxygen tank in the service module of Apollo 13
exploded. The crew reported “Houston, we’ve got a problem.” The 3 astronauts moved temporarily into the
Lunar Module to use its power and fuel. They would round the moon and head back to earth, jetisoning the
LM with its SNAP nuclear power reactor in such manner that, rather than being left safely behind on the
surface of the moon, this SNAP and its atomic contamination would plunge into the Pacific Ocean. To salvage
3 lives, and the reputation of our space program, we were going to contaminate the largest ocean on the home
planet with 3.9 kilograms of Plutonium-238 — and we were going to do this without so much as thinking about
it.
ICBMS
Music for Expo ‘70 for mulitchannel tape by Pauline Oliveros was performed for the first time, in Osaka.
Kingdom Come for circus band, orchestra and organ by Henry Brant was performed for the first time,
in Oakland, California.
October 10, Saturday, 1970: The initial General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of
Japan at the Fukushima Daiichi Power Station of Tokyo Electric Power Corporation was brought to criticality.
December 28, Monday, 1970: A 3d Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor began construction on the coast of
Japan, at the Fukushima Daiichi Power Station.
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1971
January 11, Monday, 1971: Dr. Takeshi Hirayama of the National Cancer Center of Japan strongly urged his
compatriots to give up smoking, pointing out that if left unchecked, deaths from smoking would by 1977 rise
to more than 20,000 per year.
The West German government announced it would no longer sell arms to Greece or Portugal.
A Song to the Lute in Musicke for soprano and piano by Charles Wuorinen to words attributed to Edwards,
was performed for the initial time, in McMillin Theater, Columbia University.
March 26, Friday, 1971: The initial General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of
Japan at Fukushima commenced commercial electrical production.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

April 20, Tuesday, 1971: The Nisseki Maru was launched at the Kure Yard, Japan. At 372, 698 metric tons,
this was going to become for the time being the largest supertanker in the world.
June 17, Thursday, 1971: Treaties signed in Tokyo and Washington DC committed the US to return the
Ryukyu Islands at some point during the following year.
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Our national birthday, Sunday the 4th of July, 1971: In Manila, Ambassador Henry A. Byroade unveiled a
monument that commemorated the careful manner in which US personnel had destroyed all American flags
there, 29 years earlier, to prevent them from being desecrated by the Japanese conquerors.
WORLD WAR II
The publication of the Pentagon Papers by the New York Times ended with the revelatory Defense Department
conclusion, that in 1954 the United States of America had played “a direct role in the ultimate breakdown of
the Geneva settlement.”
In Times Square of Manhattan the cast of “1776,” a musical based on the Declaration of Independence,
read that document aloud while attired in their period costumes.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

In Amsterdam, Praeludium for woodwinds, double bass and percussion by Krzysztof Penderecki was
performed for the initial time.
August 27, Friday, 1971: Japan floated the yen against the US dollar.
November 2, Tuesday, 1971: Several Bengali members of the Pakistani missions to India, Switzerland, and
Japan resigned their positions and announced their support for Bangladesh. In New Delhi, 10 employees and
33 of their dependents were attacked by other Pakistanis as they left the embassy. They had been kept confined
until being allowed to leave on this day.
November 10, Wednesday, 1971: The federal Senate ratified a treaty that would return the Ryukyu Islands to
Japan but continue US bases on Okinawa. As the Japanese Diet would consider the treaty, riots would break
out in Tokyo and in Naha, Okinawa in opposition to US bases remaining on Okinawa.
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro began a 3-week visit to Chile, his 1st official visit anywhere in Latin America
since 1959.
The City Council of Berkeley, California voted to offer sanctuary to all military deserters and ordered its city
policemen not to assist federal or state authorities in any arrests of said deserters.
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November 24, Wednesday, 1971: The Japanese House of Representatives approved the treaty with the United
States that returned the Ryukyu Islands to Japan.
British Foreign Secretary Alec Douglas-Home signed an agreement with Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith
calling for improvement in the political position of blacks in that nation, and progress toward their eventual
rule.
Because a well blowout at Santa Barbara in 1969 had damaged the property of more than 1,500 California
citizens, 4 oil companies agreed to pay out $4,500,000.
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1972
1972: A terrorist attack was carried out in Israel by the “Japanese Red Army,” a group that wants to overthrow
the Japanese government and depose the emperor and start a world revolution (it also calls itself the AntiImperialist International Brigade, Nippon Sekigun, Nihon Sekigun, Holy War Brigade, and the Anti-War
Democratic Front).
February 3, Thursday, 1972: The Eleventh Winter Olympic Games opened in Sapporo, Japan.
When Soviet poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko briefly visited the White House, he shook hands with President
Richard Milhous Nixon.
February 13, Sunday, 1972: The Eleventh Winter Olympic Games closed in Sapporo, Japan. In 11 days of
competition, 1,006 athletes from 35 countries had participated.
The 2d of the Five Bagatelles for guitar by William Walton was performed for the initial time, in Queen
Elizabeth Hall, London.
Ni Bruit Ni Vitesse for two pianos and two percussionists or prepared piano, tape, percussion and prepared
percussion was performed for the initial time, in Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, and was conducted by
the composer Lukas Foss.
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February 21, Monday-28, Monday, 1972: This year was marked by the return of the island of Okinawa,
seized during World War II, to the control of Japan.
As a further great leap forward, our foreign policy president, Richard Milhous Nixon, went as promised to
meet Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister Zhou Enlai in Beijing. Nixon’s visit caused great concern in
Hanoi that, in order to improve Chinese relations with the US, their wartime ally China might agree to some
unfavorable settlement of the war.
Visiting the Great Wall of China with Secretary of State William Rogers, President Nixon commented “I think
you will have to agree, Mr. Secretary, that this is a great wall.” He and the leaders of the PRC seemed to have
so little difficulty understanding one another!

After six weeks and winning their demands, the coal miners of Britain called off their strike.
The Soviet space probe Luna 20 made a soft landing on the moon and began drilling into the surface for
specimens.
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WALDEN: The religion and civilization which are barbaric and
heathenish build splendid temples; but what you might call
Christianity does not. Most of the stone a nation hammers goes
towards its tomb only. It buries itself alive. As for the
Pyramids, there is nothing to wonder at in them so much as the
fact that so many men could be found degraded enough to spend
their lives constructing a tomb for some ambitious booby, whom it
would have been wiser and manlier to have drowned in the Nile,
and then given his body to the dogs. I might possibly invent some
excuse for them and him, but I have no time for it. As for the
religion and love of art of the builders, it is much the same all
the world over, whether the building be an Egyptian temple or the
United States Bank. It costs more than it comes to. The mainspring
is vanity, assisted by the love of garlic and bread and butter.
Mr. Balcom, a promising young architect, designs it on the back
of his Vitruvius, with hard pencil and ruler, and the job is let
out to Dobson & Sons, stonecutters. When the thirty centuries
begin to look down on it, mankind begin to look up at it. As for
your high towers and monuments, there was a crazy fellow once in
this town who undertook to dig through to China, and he got so
far that, as he said, he heard the Chinese pots and kettles
rattle; but I think that I shall not go out of my way to admire
the hole which he made. Many are concerned about the monuments of
the West and East, –to know who built them. For my part, I should
like to know who in those days did not build them, –who were above
such trifling.
M ARCUS V ITRUVIUS POLLIO
DE ARCHITECTVRA LIBRI DECEM
EGYPT

May 15, Monday, 1972: The headquarters for the US Army in Vietnam was decommissioned.
The United States formally returned Okinawa and the Ryukyu Islands to Japanese sovereignty.
100,000 people marched in Tananarive demanding that Malagasy President Philibert Tsiranana release student
leaders recently arrested after three days of violence.
A bomb severely injured Mrs. Gerta Buddenberg in her car in Karlsruhe. She was the wife of Judge Wolfgang
Buddenberg who had been investigating the Red Army Faction.
While campaigning for his party’s presidential nomination, Governor George Wallace of Alabama was shot
and seriously wounded by Arthur Bremer. Bremer’s bullets also hit and wound three others. Bremer, a
deranged man, was subdued and arrested. Wallace would survive but would be paralyzed.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN
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String Quartet no.3 by George Rochberg was performed for the initial time, in Alice Tully Hall, New York.
The US Supreme Court decided, in the case of Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205, dealing with an Amish
reluctance to school their children beyond the 8th grade, that a way of life, however virtuous and admirable,
may not be interposed as a barrier to reasonable state regulation of education if it is based on purely secular
considerations. The court held that to have the protection of the religion clauses of the US Constitution, the
Amish would have needed to base their claim on their religious belief, rather than through the creation of a
way of life based on a mere subjective evaluation and rejection of contemporary societal norms. This is not
the sort of world in which every person is going to be allowed to decide his or her own standards on matters
of conduct in which society as a whole has important interests. In the words of Chief Justice Warren E. Burger:
Thus, if the Amish asserted their claims because of their
subjective evaluation and rejection of the contemporary secular
values accepted by the majority, much as Thoreau rejected the
social values of his time and isolated himself at Walden Pond,
their claims would not rest on a religious basis. Thoreau’s
choice was philosophical and personal rather than religious, and
such belief does not rise to the demands of the Religion Clauses.
(Of course this Supreme Court decision, however abhorrent, would have no impact at the Moses Brown School
in Providence, since not only was the school’s curriculum entirely secular but also nothing was being offered
to its children that would even remotely approximate a religious orientation. There was simply no conflict –
and no plausible expectation of any conflict– with reasonable regulation of public education by the Rhode
Island legislature.)
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May 30, Tuesday, 1972: A North Vietnamese Army attack on Kontum was thwarted by South Vietnamese
troops, assisted by massive US air strikes.
Three Japanese terrorists in the employ of a Palestinian group fired automatic weapons and threw hand
grenades indiscriminately into a crowd at Lod Airport, Tel Aviv. 30 were killed (including two of the terrorists)
and 76 injured. The 3d attacker was subdued by an Israeli airline mechanic and would on July 18th be
sentenced to life imprisonment.
Leonard Bernstein defended his Mass before the National Press Club in Washington. He read 2 letters from
the Kennedy family praising the work.
Lyle B. Snider and Susan T. Snider of the Durham, North Carolina monthly meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends, graduates of Swarthmore College, declined to make voluntary payment of US federal income taxes
that would be used in large part to threaten the peace and security of every person on earth. There being at that
time some 3,000,000,000 human beings on the face of the planet — their W-4 form indicated that they had
three billion dependents.

In an attached letter to the federal government the two Quakers described and justified this symbolic gesture
(the reaction of the federal authorities would be, in essence, of course “We are not amused and we think we
are going to want to hurt you”).
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July 6, Thursday, 1972: Kakuei Tanaka replaced Eisaku Sato as prime minister of Japan.
September 29, Friday, 1972: US air raids destroyed another 10% of the air force of North Vietnam.
Prime Ministers Chou En-lai of China and Kakuei Tanaka of Japan signed agreements in Peking ending their
joint state of war and establishing diplomatic relations between these nations.
WORLD WAR II
The Washington Post reported that former Attorney-General John N. Mitchell and former Commerce
Secretary Maurice Hubert Stans were among 5 people in control of a secret cash fund used by Republicans for
oppo-research about Democratic opponents.
October 14, Saturday, 1972: The Globtik Tokyo was launched in Japan as the new largest supertanker in the
world, 30% larger than the Nisseki Maru they had launched during April 1971.
The corpse of Alexander Glazunov was transported from Paris to reinterrment in Leningrad.
Two rival Palestinian guerrilla factions battled each other in the Bekaa Valley of Lebanon.
One of dozens of letter bombs sent by Arab terrorists exploded in a New York post office, injuring a worker.
Bernardo Bertolucci’s “Last Tango in Paris” was screened at the New York Film Festival.
October 19, Thursday, 1972: Pierre Susini, French charge d’affaires in Hanoi, died of wounds suffered in the
US bombing of the French mission on October 11th.
North Vietnamese forces occupied Binhhoa, just north of Saigon.
On Lubang Island in the Philippines, each autumn, to continue their World War II military assignment,
2d Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda and Private Kinshichi Kozuka would attempt to torch the sheaves of rice collected
by farmers in the fields. This time the Japanese diehards were intercepted on this errand by local police, who
hit Private Kozuka with 2 shots killing him.
LAST TO SURRENDER

December 10, Sunday, 1972: National elections in Japan resulted in victory for the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party, with a reduced majority.
Laurie Anderson performed part of her International Dream Series aboard the Lettie G. Howard at South Street
Seaport, New York.
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1973: America’s electrical utilities had in operation a total of 41 nuclear power plants. –We were well on our
way toward clean abundant energy too cheap to meter!

There was a worldwide fossil fuel crisis, that had particular impact of course on Japan. Might this resourcepoor island nation be able to rescue itself through the construction of nuclear power plants?
Norway and Britain were the 1st two countries outside the US to connect to the ARPANET. The connections
were to the University College of London and the Royal Radar Establishment of Norway. We don’t need to
ask why the University College of London, for of course there has always been a whole lot of integration
between British science and American. But why the Royal Radar Establishment of Norway in particular? The
answer is, they needed to connect their Nordic Seismic Array (a bunch of seismometers with a cover story that
they were intended to monitor for earthquake activity, but the real function of which was to monitor Russian
nuclear tests). Their connection to the ARPANET would, of course, monitor and funnel back data from this
Cold War instrument array. Shhhh.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Reports of cadet abuse at the United States Air Force Academy caused the POW training there to come under
Congressional scrutiny. During the investigation, an Air Force staff psychologist reported that “some [cadets]
become psychotic [during the training] — but they snap out of it.” Not to worry.
About 10,000 Cambodians jammed into Phnom Penh National Olympic Stadium to watch Khmer kickboxing. Bouts consisted of 3 rounds, each of which was 3 minutes long. Winners received payment via the
crowd stuffing bank notes into the winner’s gloves. Although fights supposedly were not fixed, the only way
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that Cambodian players ever lost to foreigners was by knockout. Khmer boxing was similar to muay Thai, with
the Cambodians claiming that their method was the older. Favorite techniques included a left jab followed by
a right knee or shin to the body. There were both male and female divisions, but in the female division there
was less kicking and more wrestling.
Cayucos Books published THE ALPINE CHRIST AND OTHER POEMS, consisting of poems and other writings of
Robinson Jeffers which had been meant for a book which never had been published. (The commentary and
notes in this volume are by William Everson.)
The poet being now safely dead, a Jeffers stamp was created. It was an 8-cent one:

February 12, Monday, 1973: The United States of America devalued its dollar by 10%.
“Operation Homecoming” began with release of the 1st 142 American prisoners. 250 North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong were exchanged for 140 Saigon government soldiers. In all there would be 591 American POWs
released from Hanoi, and a plenty of tear jerking photo ops. We were all immensely glad that they were back
home, even those of us who considered that our boys shouldn’t have been put in harms way in the first place.
A 4th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor began construction on the coast of Japan, at the Fukushima Daiichi
Power Station.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

February 13, Tuesday, 1973: Japan and Italy allowed their currencies to float.
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March 16, Friday, 1973: Representatives of the EEC, Canada, Japan, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United
States signed an agreement in Paris to end the current monetary crisis.
“Image Formation by Induced Local Interactions: Examples Employing Nuclear Magnetic Resonance”
by Paul Lauterbur of SUNY Stony Brook was published in Nature. This would be seen as the beginning of
magnetic resonance imaging.
Satyricon, an opera by Bruno Maderna to words of Strasfogel and the composer after Petronius, was performed
for the first time, in Scheveningen, Netherlands.
Compass for tenor, bass, cello, double bass, four-track tape and visual projections by Roger Reynolds to words
of Borges was performed for the initial time, in Los Angeles.
March 20, Tuesday, 1973: A Japanese court found Chisso Corporation negligent in discharging
methylmercury in its wastewater, causing over 2,200 victims of “Minamata disease” in 1956. They would be
required to pay a total of ¥937,000,000 to victims and their survivors.
Approximately 100 Cambodians, including newspaper editors and opposition politicians, were arrested by the
US-backed government.
Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlevi of Iran announced the nationalization of his nation’s oil industry.
A British White Paper called for an 80-member assembly in Northern Ireland with proportional representation
and power shared by Protestants and Catholics. Moderates welcomed the proposals, but hard liners rejected it.
About 800 students who had gathered to press demands for greater civil liberties were forcibly evicted from
Athens University by Greek police.
A strike by French air traffic controllers, begun February 20th, was suspended.
William Merriam, a vice-president of International Telephone and Telegraph, testified before a US Senate
committee that ITT, together with the CIA, had worked against the election of Salvador Allende as president
of Chile.
Acting FBI Director L. Patrick Gray III informed the Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities
of the United States Senate that as instructed by Attorney General Richard Gordon Kleindienst he would refuse
to answer any questions about the Watergate case.
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May 10, Thursday, 1973: The 2d General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan
at the Fukushima Daiichi Power Station was brought to criticality. Oh-oh.
The Chilean government declared a state of emergency in O’Higgins Province. A strike by copper miners was
in its 4th week.
When sworn testimony in a civil case by Hugh W. Sloan Jr., former treasurer of the Richard Milhous Nixon
Committee for the Re-Election of the President (CREEP), was made public, it was revealed that he had
cooperated with the prosecutors by revealing the attempts his superiors had made to persuade him to perjure
himself about the amount of money that had been passed to G. Gordon Liddy.
Former Attorney-General John N. Mitchell and former Commerce Secretary Maurice Hubert Stans were
indicted by a federal grand jury in New York for their parts in the 1972 Nixon campaign. Each was charged
with 3 counts of conspiracy to obstruct justice and 6 counts of perjury.
Owen Wingrave, an opera by Benjamin Britten to words of Piper after James, was staged for the initial time,
at Covent Garden.
May 22, Tuesday, 1973: Lord Lambton, defense undersecretary for the Royal Air Force, resigned after it
became publicly known that he has been consorting with prostitutes.
President Richard Milhous Nixon released a statement saying that some of his closest aides had probably been
involved in the Watergate affair. He admitted that he had tried to limit the investigation into the affair, but
alleged that this had been because of national security implications. He claimed he had no prior knowledge of
the break-in and had not taken part in any cover-up.
“Power is not for the nice guy down the street
or for the man next door.”
— Richard Milhous Nixon

A 5th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor began construction on the coast of Japan, at the Fukushima Daiichi
Power Station to the north of Tokyo.
July 8, Sunday, 1973: Mariano Rumor replaced Giulio Andreotti as Prime Minister of Italy at the head of a
center-left coalition.
The central banks of Canada, Japan, western Europe and the United States announced agreement in Basel to
support their currencies, especially the US dollar.
Duke Ellington was inducted into the Legion of Honor in a ceremony at the French Consulate in New York.
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July 20, Friday, 1973: Khmer Rouge forces attacked the Phnom Penh, Cambodia perimeter at 7 points.
A Japan Air Lines jet hijacked by Palestinian terrorists shortly after takeoff from Amsterdam was flown to
Dubai.
Gordon Creighton Strachan, former assistant to White House Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman, testified before
the Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities of the United States Senate that months before the
Watergate break-in Haldeman had been aware of a “sophisticated political intelligence gathering system.”
Congress limited the power of the President to commit forces to a conflict without its approval.
Assistant Secretary of Defense Jerry Friedheim advised a Senate committee that while covering up a secret
bombing campaign against Cambodia, the Pentagon had knowingly falsified reports to Congress.
A federal court ordered the sovereign State of Indiana to racially integrate public schools in Indianapolis.
July 24, Tuesday, 1973: The Japan Air Lines jet hijacked July 20th was flown from Dubai to Benghazi.
Minutes after landing the 137 passengers and crew were evacuated and the plane was destroyed.
The new Italian government declared a freeze on most prices.
Former Presidential Advisor John Ehrlichman testified before the Senate Watergate committee that John W.
Dean III, Counsel to the President, had hampered President Richard Milhous Nixon’s desire to get to the truth
in the Watergate matter. The President had needed to break into the Beverly Hills office of Dr. Daniel
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist because it was his solemnly sworn duty to protect our national security. He himself had
not been complicit in this. Without smirking even once he fabricated an alternative universe. He was good, he
was very good, in some sense of the word “good.” He was entirely truthful, in some sense of the word “truth.”
We all sat in front of our TV sets thinking “This must never be allowed to happen again.”
Purcell: Fantasia upon One Note for flute, clarinet, harpsichord, percussion, violin and cello by Peter Maxwell
Davies was performed for the initial time, in London, the composer conducting.
October 26, Friday, 1973: A 6th General Electric boiling water nuclear reactor began construction on the
coast of Japan, at the Fukushima Daiichi Power Station. This one would be of the newer “Mark II” design, and
much safer.
President Richard Milhous Nixon explained that he was not angry at the news media because “one can only
be angry with those he respects.”
December 22, Saturday, 1973: The Japanese government declared a national emergency due to oil shortage.
The US Congress passed a bill to lower speed limits nationwide to 55 miles per hour.
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1974
January 31, Thursday, 1974: A Singapore, Palestinian terrorists and members of the Japanese Red Army
attempted to blow up the refineries of Royal Dutch Shell. They failed and commandeered a ferry, taking 5
hostages.
The Judiciary Committee of the US House of Representatives unanimously requested full constitutional
authority to begin an inquiry into the possible impeachment of the President of the United States of America,
Richard Milhous Nixon. The Saigon government had for the entire course of Nixon’s presidency been in
possession of information by which they would be able to blackmail the President and expose him as a traitor,
and thus guarantee his support of them (because it had been with their help that he had become President in
the 1st place) — and suddenly they were going to be forced to survive without their key bargaining chip! Sad!
NBC revealed that the Central Intelligence Agency had destroyed Watergate-related tapes.
February 7, Thursday, 1974: Palestinian terrorists entered the Japanese embassy in Kuwait and took 10
members of the staff hostage including the ambassador. They demanded that their comrades in Singapore be
allowed to fly to Kuwait on a Japanese plane.
Grenada, under Queen Elizabeth II and Prime Minister Eric Gairy, was proclaimed independent of Great
Britain.
February 8, Friday, 1974: The astronauts of Skylab 4 –Gerald Carr, Edward Gibson and William Pogue–
returned to Earth after setting a space endurance record of 2,017 hours, 16 minutes, and 30 seconds.
Four Palestinian and Japanese terrorists took off from Singapore aboard a Japanese plane and flew Kuwait.
Their their comrades released their Japanese hostages and boarded the plane, which they flew to Aden.
Linea for two pianos, vibraphone and marimbaphone by Luciano Berio was performed for the initial time, in
Grenoble.
String Quartet no.2 by Richard Wernick was performed for the initial time, at the University of Pennsylvania.
Of Wind and Earth for chorus and piano by Leslie Bassett to words of Shelley, Conan Bryant and St. Francis,
was performed for the initial time, in Columbus, Ohio.
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February 20, Wednesday, 1974: On Lubang Island in the Philippines, war holdout Hiroo Onoda encountered
a young Japanese university dropout named Suzuki living alone in a tent. Suzuki had left Japan to travel the
world and told his friends that he was “going to look for Lieutenant Onoda, a panda, and the Abominable
Snowman, in that order.” Onoda approached cautiously and the two soon struck up a conversation that lasted
many hours. The two became friends, but Onoda said that he was waiting for orders from one of his
commanders. Suzuki left, promising to return.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
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March 9, Saturday, 1974: A Viet Cong rocket landed in a school playground in Cailay, South Vietnam, killing
32 children and injuring about the same number.
The Turkish government announced that was lifting the US-backed ban on poppy production.
Miss Donnithorne’s Maggot, a stage work for soprano, flute, clarinet, piano, percussion, violin and cello by
Peter Maxwell Davies to words of Stow, was performed for the initial time, in Adelaide, conducted by the
composer.
Jonah and the Whale, an oratorio for solo voices, speaker, chorus and instruments by Dominick Argento to
Medieval and other texts, was performed for the initial time, in Plymouth Congregational Church,
Minneapolis.
On Lubang Island in the Philippines, war holdout Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda went to an agreed-upon place and
found a note that had been left by Suzuki. Along with the note, Suzuki had enclosed 2 photos that they had
taken together the 1st time that they met along with copies of 2 army orders. The next day, Onoda decided to
take a chance and made a 2-day journey to meet up with Suzuki. His long hike paid off handsomely. Suzuki
had brought along Onoda’s old commanding officer, Major Taniguchi, who ordered Onoda to surrender his
sword — World War II was finally over.

Onoda would be handed back his sword and would return to Japan and receive a hero’s welcome. He would
be a media sensation hounded by an adoring public everywhere he went. After publishing his memoirs, he
would use his newly found fortune to raise cattle in Brazil. He would then marry a Japanese woman and move
back to run a nature camp for children.
LAST TO SURRENDER
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May 28, Tuesday, 1974: The Petroleum Association of Japan, 12 oil companies, and 17 oil company
executives were indicted in Tokyo on charges of conspiracy to fix prices and control production.
Jacques René Chirac replaced Pierre Messmer as Prime Minister of France.
After two weeks of a general strike by Protestants, the new power-sharing executive in Northern Ireland
collapsed. Having achieved their goal, Protestants suspended the strike.
A bomb exploded at an anti-fascist rally in Brescia, Italy, killing 7 and injuring 94.
July 18, Thursday, 1974: Heavy fighting erupted around Danang, South Vietnam.
The House Judiciary Committee released 4 more volumes of evidence about the undercover activities of the
Nixon administration.
Etudes for flute by Isang Yun was performed for the initial time, in Kyoto.
A 646-meter Polish radio mast became for awhile the “World’s Tallest Structure.”
The 2d General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the Fukushima Daiichi
Power Station commenced commercial electrical production for the Tokyo region.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

Janice Ott and Denise Naslund disappeared in Sammamish, Washington (victims of serial killer Ted Bundy).

DIEN BIEN PHU ⊃ MY LAI

TED BUNDY

September 6, Friday, 1974: The 3d Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the
Fukushima Daiichi Power Station was brought to criticality.
Wallace Rowling replaced Hugh Watt as Prime Minister of New Zealand.
Three Orchestral Songs op.9 by Paul Hindemith to words of Lotz and Lasker-Schüller were performed for the
initial time, in Frankfurt (57 years after they had been composed).
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September 13, Friday, 1974: 3 members of the Japanese Red Army took 11 hostages at the French embassy
in The Hague. They demanded $1,000,000 and the release of a comrade from a French prison. France flew this
prisoner to Amsterdam airport.
September 17, Tuesday, 1974: Japanese Red Army terrorists released their hostages in return for a flight for
them and their released colleague from Amsterdam to Damascus.
The Republic of Bangladesh, Grenada and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau were admitted to the United
Nations.
November 26, Tuesday, 1974: Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka of Japan resigned amidst widespread
accusations that he had accumulated a vast fortune during his public service.
In agreements signed today in Algiers, Portugal promised the independence of São Tomé e Príncipe the
following July 12th.
Having left his wife in May, Cornelius Cardew moved in with Sheila Muir Kasabova, a picture researcher in
the publishing industry, in London.
Former Chilean Senator Renan Fuentealba was exiled to Peru after he called for a restoration of human rights
in that nation.
December 9, Monday, 1974: Takeo Miki replaced Kakuei Tanaka as Prime Minister of Japan
The Greek Parliament met for the 1st time since the 1967 coup.
Suite for violin with American gamelan by Lou Harrison was performed for the initial time, at Lone Mountain
College, San Francisco.
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April 1, Tuesday, 1975: President Lon Nol of Cambodia fled the country to exile in Indonesia, and Saukham
Khoy was named interim president.
After a siege of 3 months, the Khmer Rouge captured Neak Luong, the last base on the Mekong River between
Phnom Penh, Cambodia and South Vietnam still held by the Cambodian government.
Canada began a gradual transition to the metric system.
A Ceremony of Sounds for audience by Pauline Oliveros was performed for the initial time, at the University
of North Dakota, Grand Forks.

April 2, Wednesday, 1975: Saigon government troops abandon Qui Nhon, South Vietnam’s 3d largest city.
When the Canadian National Tower in Toronto was completed at 553 meters, it would be for the time being
the world’s tallest free-standing structure.
Rituel: in memoriam Maderna for orchestra in 8 groups was performed for the initial time, in London, with
the composer Pierre Boulez himself conducting.
Parable XV op.128 for english horn by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Tempe,
Arizona.

April 3, Thursday, 1975: The last 2 ports serving the Saigon government, Cam Ranh and Nha Trang, were cut
off by the North Vietnamese. Japan and South Korea closed their missions in Phnom Penh as the United States
of America began evacuating its staff and their dependents. When “Monty Python and the Holy Grail,” a film
directed by Terry Gilliam and Terry Jones, was released in Great Britain, we realized that the show was not a
parody of the adventures of France and the United States of America in Indochina. Sad!
In New York City’s Avery Fisher Hall, Dybbuk Suite no.1 for tenor, bass-baritone and orchestra to words of
various Jewish texts was performed for the initial time, conducted by the composer Leonard Bernstein himself.
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April 4, Friday, 1975: When the US Air Force initiated an airlift of thousands of orphans out of Saigon,
one of the planes crashed on takeoff killing more than 200. You may remember witnessing this on TV.
President Nguyen Van Thieu of the Saigon government sacked his entire cabinet, including Prime Minister
Tran Thien Khiem. He named Nguyen Ba Can as the new Prime Minister.
Micro-Soft was founded in Alberquerque, New Mexico by Bill Gates and Paul Allen.
Al gran sole carico d’amore, a scenic action by Luigi Nono to words of various authors, was performed for the
initial time, in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.
Violin Concerto by George Rochberg was performed for the initial time, in Heinz Hall, Pittsburgh.

April 5, Saturday, 1975: President Chiang Kai-shek of the Republic of China died of a heart attack in Taipei
and was replaced by Yen Chia-kan.
Communist forces began widespread attacks in the Mekong Delta of Indochina.
A bomb exploded in a Catholic pub in Belfast, killing 2. Later in the day 4 would be killed when a bomb
exploded in a Protestant pub in that city.
Amen op.35 for chorus by Henryk Górecki was performed for the initial time, in Poznan.
An der Schwelle for baritone, female chorus, organ, flute, oboe, trumpet, trombone and percussion by Isang
Yun to words of Haushofer was performed for the initial time, in Kassel.

April 6, Sunday, 1975: While riding her bicycle to her parents’ house in Grand Junction near the Utah/
Colorado border, 25-year-old Denise Lynn Oliverson disappeared. The bike and her sandals would be found
under a viaduct near a railroad bridge. We suspect she was one of the victims of Ted Bundy.

DIEN BIEN PHU ⊃ MY LAI

TED BUNDY
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August 4, Monday, 1975: Five members of the Japanese Red Army took over the US consulate in Kuala
Lampur and seized 52 hostages.
After MPLA forces attacked UNITA in Cassamba, UNITA announced it would join in the fighting for control
of Angola. An airlift to evacuate all 300,000 Portuguese refugees began from Luanda.
South African authorities established a refugee center at Oshakati, South-West Africa to accommodate whites
fleeing from Angola.
After choking on a peach causing further deterioration of his heart, Dmitri Shostakovich re-entered the
Kremlin Hospital.
Le pavillon au bord de la rivière, a chamber opera by Betsy Jolas to words of Raoul-Davis after Kuan Han
Chin, was performed for the initial time, in Avignon on the eve of the composer’s 49th birthday.
August 8, Friday, 1975: Two dams burst on the Ru River in Henan Province, China causing the subsequent
failure of 62 other dams and inundating 12,000 square kilometers. Somewhere between 100,000 and 200,000
people were killed. The events were caused by a year’s worth of rain falling in 24 hours.
After 4 days of negotiations, Japanese Red Army terrorists released their hostages in the US consulate in Kuala
Lampur in exchange for the release of 5 of their comrades imprisoned in Japan, plus a flight to Libya.
November 15, Saturday, 1975: The Group of Six (G-6) industrialized nations was formed by France,
West Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.
Seasons for guitar by William Bolcom was performed for the initial time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
November 17, Monday, 1975: The first of the annual economic summits of industrialized nations concluded
at Rambouillet, near Paris. Attending were heads of government of France, West Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom, and the United States.
The armed forces of Argentina announced a new campaign against leftists.
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November 26, Wednesday, 1975: About 860,000 public transportation and communication workers in Japan
went on a 10-day strike over the right of government workers to strike.
Bangladesh security forces defeated an attempt by Maoists to kidnap the Indian ambassador in Dacca.
4 attackers were killed and 2 captured. The ambassador was slightly wounded.
A revolt by leftist elements of the armed forces was crushed in Portugal.
Author and poet Breyten Breytenbach was sentenced to 9 years in prison by a court in Pretoria for conspiracy
to overthrow the government and 11 other crimes.
A jury in federal court in Sacramento found Lynette Alice “Squeaky” Fromme guilty of attempting to kill
President Gerald Rudolph Ford, Jr. She would be sentenced to life in prison.
December 3, Wednesday, 1975: Japanese public employees ended their strike 2 days earlier than planned, the
goals not met.
Leaders of the Pathet Lao ended the coalition government and establish the Peoples Democratic Republic of
Laos. Prince Souphanouvong became president, replacing King Savang Vatthana, and Kaysone Phoumvihan
replaced Souvanna Phouma as prime minister.
South Moluccan separatists occupied the Indonesian consulate in Amsterdam. They were surrounded by Dutch
authorities.
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1976
1976: World trade in black pepper set an all-time high of 220 million pounds.
SPICE

The G6 group was created to bring together the leaders of the biggest national economies (USA, Canada,
Britain, Germany, Japan, France).
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1976: The first modern vertical-looping roller coaster, Revolution, opened at Six Flags Magic Mountain.
Also, pilot Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. reenacted his mission over Hiroshima
by flying a vintage B29
(not the Enola Gay itself, which was safe in the custody of the Smithsonian Institution which might
someday attempt to place it on exhibit) over an air show in Texas as a pile of TNT with materials to generate
huge quantities of smoke was set off below to simulate a mushroom cloud.
AMUSEMENTS

Meanwhile our atomic testing was continuing:
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TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
February 4, Wednesday, 1976: French troops in their Afars and Issas Territory assaulted a bus carrying 30
French children that had been taken over by terrorists from the Front for the Liberation of the Somali Coast on
the previous day. One child was killed and several people were injured.
An earthquake centered southwest of Guatemala City killed 22,778 people.
The Twelfth Winter Olympic Games opened in Innsbruck, Austria.
A subcommittee of the US Senate revealed Lockheed Aircraft Corporation documents that showed that the
company had paid $7,100,000 in cash to Yoshio Kodama, a Japanese militarist, to promote sales of its weapons
to Japan. Lockheed had also paid $2,000,000 to high government officials in Italy to buy 14 transport planes,
$876,000 to Turkish political parties to buy intelligence and influence, and $1,000,000 to a high Dutch official
(Prince Bernhard) to buy good will.
March 27, Saturday, 1976: The 3d Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the Fukushima
Daiichi Power Station commenced commercial electrical production.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

December 24, Friday, 1976: Takeo Fukuda replaced Takeo Miki as Prime Minister of Japan.
Former deputy foreign minister Prince Jean de Broglie was gunned down on a Paris street (a right-wing group
would claim responsibility).
Rubáiyát, a canata for solo voice and chamber orchestra by Sofia Gubaidulina to words of medieval Persian
poets (translated by Derzhavin), was performed for the initial time, in Moscow. Up to the opening down beat,
no one was sure if the authorities would allow it be heard.
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April 24, Sunday, 1977: Japan made itself the 5th country to breed plutonium — for peaceful purposes.
August 26, Friday, 1977: The 5th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the Fukushima
Daiichi Power Station was brought to criticality.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
Meanwhile the world’s atomic testing continued:

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
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1978
1978: The initial test tube baby was born, in England.
Janet Parker, a worker on the floor above a lab where the remaining samples of the small pox virus were being
stored in Birmingham, England, contracted smallpox and died. The virus had apparently gotten through an air
duct between the two floors. She infected her mother, who survived, but in the meanwhile her father was so
alarmed that he had a fatal heart attack. The lab director then committed suicide.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

There was an unexpected criticality at the Fukushima Daiichi facility of Tokyo Electric Power Company
(they would be attempting to conceal this for years and years).303
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.

303. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so
far at least– there hasn’t been a single atomic blast! Cross your fingers.
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J.W. Kitching discovered a clutch of prosauropod eggs in South Africa, the oldest dinosaur embryos yet found.
They would indicate that sauropods had walked on all fours as small animals, but the significance of this find
would be overlooked for nearly three decades.
PALEONTOLOGY

F. Metzger-Krahé described a 9th-Century Viking settlement in southern Jutland –perhaps the initial city-like
settlement in Northern Europe– at which were found 185 fossils, most of them fossil sea urchins.

Mary Leakey announced the discovery at Laetoli of fossil footprints demonstrating that hominids had walked
upright 3,600,000 years ago.

THE SCIENCE OF 1978
January 28, Saturday, 1978: The 4th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the
Fukushima Daiichi Power Station was brought to criticality.
April 18, Tuesday, 1978: The 5th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the Fukushima
Daiichi Power Station commenced commercial electrical production.
Governor Milton J. Shapp signed Pennsylvania’s “freedom of choice” law providing health insurance
reimbursement for the services of a psychologist (the law, passed by the legislature 3 days earlier, removed the
requirement of supervision of the treatment by an “MD” medical doctor).304
304. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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August 12, Saturday, 1978: In Beijing, traditional enemies China and Japan signed a 10-year treaty of peace
and friendship.
October 1978: Tojo Hideki’s body had been cremated after he had been hanged by the War Crimes Tribunal,
and the location of the urn containing his ashes had been kept secret for nearly 3 decades. At this point his
ashes, along with the ashes of other war criminals, were secretly deposited at the Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo.
The shrine glorifies prewar and wartime State Shinto, which is to say the imperial cult, and honors the wartime
sacrifices made in the name of the emperor. It is considered as the final resting place, for instance, for the spirits
of the thousands of kamikaze airplane and katen torpedo suicide pilots.
Kenneth L. Carroll’s “Irish and British Quakers and Their American Relief Funds, 1778-1797” (Pennsylvania
Magazine of History and Biography, 102:4, pages 437-456).
October 12, Thursday, 1978: The 4th Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the
Fukushima Daiichi Power Station commenced commercial electrical production.
Three bombs exploded on a train entering Belfast station. One person was killed and 6 injured.
Egyptian and Israeli negotiators opened talks in Washington DC on a peace treaty.
Popular music entertainer Sid Vicious of the Sex Pistols was charged with 2d-degree murder for stabbing his
girlfriend to death in New York.
Klavierstück nr.6 by Wolfgang Rihm was performed for the initial time, in Graz.
October 23, Monday, 1978: The new 10-year treaty of peace and friendship between Japan and China went
into effect.
Pope John Paul II was installed in a ceremony at the Vatican.
December 7, Thursday, 1978: Masayoshi Ohira replaced Takeo Fukuda as Prime Minister of Japan.
Under pressure from the United States, Nicaraguan President Anastasio Somoza lifted martial law.
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1979: The first cell phone was marketed. The Japanese company Sony (it used to be called “TTK”) launched
its “Walkman” portable stereo.
1979: The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Mother Teresa. Meanwhile the world’s atomic testing
continued:

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
A book published in Japan informed the public that “Enola Gay” was Yiddish for “Kill the Emperor!”
(antisemitism is, it would appear, an attitude with legs).
The United States Army published Lieutenant-Colonel Jim Channon’s concept piece THE FIRST EARTH
BATTALION. The presumption in this curious book was that by the 1990s our soldiers would have become so
involved in peacekeeping operations than armed conflict would have taken a back seat. The author presumed
a global communication system that he termed “The Net.” When the possibility of an armed conflict arose, our
soldiers would parachute down and form themselves “in a long line facing each opposing army. The EARTH
BATTALION satellite above beamed this image to the globe. The earth watched as this potential catastrophy
[sic] awaited the conscience of one of the two army leaders to set. For they would have to bloody the EARTH
BATTALION people in their path before they could attack — and the world would know” (I don’t have any
idea why they didn’t award Channon the Nobel Peace Prize). The global communication system the book
described was ARPANET (the word “internet” had already been coined, in about 1973), the military precursor
for the present internet. The Department of Defense’s Advanced Research Projects Agency had established
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that system to provide military personnel and contractors with a communications system that was so massively
redundant that it might continue to function even under the conditions of a general nuclear exchange.
The Environmental Protection Administration developed a radiation dose standard of 25 mrem to the whole
body, 75 mrem to the thyroid, and 25 mrem to any other organ of an individual member of the public (in 1981
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission would incorporate these EPA standards into its regulations, and all
nuclear power plants must now meet these requirements; it has been determined that the amount of radiation
to which I was subjected while working at night as a “jumper” at the General Electric Test Reactor in 1976
was five times too high to be safe for me to have absorbed — that is, that looking at the thing in retrospect,
I should never as a “jumper” have been subjected to more than 1.0 rem/year).

March 9, Friday, 1979: The 6th boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the Fukushima Daiichi
Power Station was brought to criticality.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
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March 16, Friday, 1979: Columbia Pictures released the Michael Douglas movie “The China Syndrome.”

(This film would be pulled from some theaters subsequent to the nuclear meltdown at Three Mile Island.)
October 24, Wednesday, 1979: The 6th boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at the Fukushima
Daiichi Power Station commenced commercial electrical production.
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DECADE OF 1980S
1980
1980: In Hong Kong, the population reached 5,200,000.
Japan’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of considerably more than one billion dollars for this year was about
40% of the USA’s GDP.
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1981: The Japanese company Toshiba entered the market for laptop computers.
1981: John Powell (a former publisher of a Shanghai magazine who had unsuccessfully been prosecuted for
sedition in the early 1950s for accusing the United States of having resorted to germ warfare in Korea)
courageously did his duty as an American citizen by exposing in the pages of the Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists the immunity deal transacted at the end of World War II between General Douglas MacArthur and
Japanese germ-warfare officers.305
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

KOREAN WAR
March 8, Sunday, 1981: 56 workers were exposed to radioactivity when waste water was spilled at a nuclear
power plant in Tsuruga west of Tokyo, Japan. The owner, Japan Atomic Power Company, would neglect to
report this, but it would be discovered by government inspectors as they evaluated a later accident.

CLOSE CALLS
January 24-28, 1981

While repairing a cracked pipe at a chronically deficient nuclear waste processing
plant at Tsuruga west of Tokyo, any number of workers were exposed to excessive
radiation (this was the 32d nuclear incident at Japan’s oldest commercial nuclear
power plant, that had opened in 1970 on top of an active fault and would cease operations for good on April 1st after yet another malfunction).

March 1981

Nuclear reactor #1 at Tsuruga west of Tokyo released 16 tons of radioactive primary
cooling water. There would follow a 40-day cover-up that would be revealed only on
April 1st when, after yet another malfunction, the facility would shut down for good.

January 25, 1982

When a nuclear power plant in Ontario, New York suffered a “severe failure” and
released radioactive steam into the atmosphere, although workers in the plant were
evacuated nearby residents were not.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

305. Lest anyone barf at my including this on the list of the USA’s involvement in secret medical experiments, allow me to point
out that 1.) under our criminal code someone who makes himself an “accessory after the fact” to a crime or who knowingly benefits
from the proceeds of a crime is as guilty of that offense as was the original perpetrator and that 2.) among the victims of this series
of atrocities committed in the name of science had been American soldiers who at the time were defenseless prisoners of war.
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April 26, Sunday, 1981: Officials at Japan Nuclear Power Company’s Tsuruga reactor admitted to another
incident, one in which 45 of its workers had been exposed to radiation in late January.
Teile dich Nacht, a cycle for soprano and chamber ensemble by Isang Yun to words of Sachs, was performed
for the initial time, in Witten.
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1982: The Japanese company Sony (it used to be called “TTK”) launched the compact disc (CD), a digital
music storage memory so capacious that it could accommodate the entirety of Beethoven’s 9th symphony at
the highest fidelity.
Approximately 800 cuttings from the Yoshino trees at the Tidal Basin in Washington DC were collected by
Japanese horticulturists to retain the genetic characteristics of their trees and replace trees destroyed in Japan
when the course of a river was changed. Other exchanges and gifts have benefited both cities. Through this
cycle of giving, the cherry trees have fulfilled their role as a symbol and an agent of friendship.
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May 1982: The Japanese government presented Friend Floyd Schmoe with its Zuihoshyo 4th Class of the
Order of the Sacred Treasures of the Emperor Hirohito, a lesser award but one not commonly granted to
foreigners.306

(There would have been no way for Floyd to have declined this honor –despite the fact that such recognitions
aren’t very Quakerly– since a refusal would of course have been perceived as an affront.)
November 27, Saturday, 1982: Yasuhiro Nakasone replaced Zenko Suzuki as prime minister of Japan.
Passio Domini nostri Jesu Christi secundum Joannum for chorus and chamber ensemble by Arvo Pärt was
performed for the initial time, in München.

306. The Emperor Meiji established the Zuihoshyo Order of the Sacred Treasures on January 4, 1888 as a decoration awarded in a
number of grades, from 8th to 1st in ascending order of importance, inferior to the Order of the Rising Sun. For the 4th Class honor,
the badge was specified as a gilt Maltese cross. Its central disc is blue and bears an eight-pointed silver star representing the sacred
Yata mirror, surrounded by a wreath with red-enamelled dots representing the jade Yasakani jewel. White enamelled rays represent
the Emperor’s sword. This 4th Class badge is suspended on a ribbon in light blue with a yellow stripe near the border, and is to be
worn on the left chest with the ribbon folded into a triangle, with a rosette. The award is typically given to former Counselors, former
Principals of Senior High Schools, former Postmasters of a Central Post Office, former Members of a Municipal Assembly, and
Chairmen of Wholesalers Associations. Dozens are awarded each year, but, of course, not to foreigners. Another foreigner who has
received this award was Reginald Horace Blyth, who also had been a conscientious objector and pacifist during World War I, and
who had been interned in Japan as an enemy alien during World War II. Blyth had helped the US Army of Occupation draft the
declaration Ningen Sengen by which Emperor Hirohito had declared himself to be human rather than divine, and had tutored Akihito
in English while he was yet Crown Prince. He had received this award in 1957.
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1983
Spring 1983: Kurt Vonnegut, a native of Indianapolis, Indiana, preached at the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine in New York City. The subject of his homily has since become Chapter XV of his book, FATES WORSE
THAN DEATH: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL COLLAGE OF THE 1980S (New York, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1991).307
An excerpt of that chapter follows:

FATES WORSE THAN DEATH:
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL COLLAGE OF THE 1980S

“I will speak today about the worst imaginable consequences of
doing without hydrogen bombs.
“Scientists, for all their creativity, will never discover a
method for making people deader than dead. So if some of you are
worried about being hydrogen-bombed, you are merely fearing
death. There is nothing new in that. If there weren’t any
hydrogen bombs, death would still be after you...
“But suppose we foolishly got rid of our nuclear weapons, our
Kool-Aid, and an enemy came over here and crucified us.
Crucifixion was the most painful thing the ancient Romans ever
found to do to anyone. They knew as much about pain as we do
about genocide. They sometimes crucified hundreds of people at
one time. That is what they did to all the survivors of the army
of Spartacus, which was composed mostly of escaped slaves. They
crucified them all. There were several miles of crosses.308
“If we were up on crosses, with nails through our feet and hands,
wouldn’t we wish that we still had hydrogen bombs, so that life
307. I am including this preaching by Vonnegut in my file on the Eastern State Penitentiary, because Kurt would begin to elaborate
here a quite tendentious account of Quaker history, that 19th-Century American Quaker foolishness and unworldliness involved the
conceit that maddening long-term solitary confinement would possess a magic power as a curative. He would be referring to “the
penitentiary system, an invention of American Quakers.” What I want you to take careful notice of is the fact that Kurt for all his
lovable storytelling has never been a practitioner of the craft of the historian. When he asserts that he has found out something that
nobody else has found out –a piece of true history– there is no reason in the world to believe him. He has no credentials, he has no
credibility, in such an area. He has never studied Quaker history, has never been a close reader of Quaker pamphlets; he has never
studied Philadelphia history, has never studied the history of American prisons, etc. He knows a lot but not about the way things
used to be. He’s often right but sometimes attitudes are merely attitudes. He’s projects an intriguing personality but he’s also a pain
in the ass — ask him to draw you a picture of his asshole.
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could be ended everywhere: Absolutely.
“We know of one person who was crucified in olden times, who was
supposedly as capable as we or the Russians are of ending life
everywhere. But He chose to endure agony instead. All He said
was, ‘Forgive them, Father — they know not what they do.’
“He let life go on, as awful as it was for Him, because here we
are, aren’t we?
“But He was a special case. It is unfair to use Jesus Christ as
an exemplar of how much pain and humiliation we ordinary human
being should put up with before calling for the end of
everything.
“I don’t believe that we are about to be crucified. No potential
enemy we now face has anywhere near enough carpenters...
“But what if they [the Pentagon] said, instead, that we would
be enslaved if we did not appropriate enough money for
weaponry?...
“And slavery would surely be a fate worse than death. We can
agree on that, I’m sure. We should send a message to the
Pentagon: ‘If Americans are about to become enslaved, it is
Kool-Aid time.’
“They will know what we mean.
ICBMS
“Of course, at Kool-Aid time all higher forms of life on Earth,
not just we and our enemies, will be killed...
“I have never seen a human slave, though. But my four greatgrandfathers saw slaves. When they came to this country in
search of justice and opportunity, there were millions of
Americans who were slaves...
“If the Soviet Union came over here and enslaved us, it wouldn’t
be the first time Americans were slaves. If we conquered the
Russians and enslave them, it wouldn’t be the first time
Russians were slaves.
“And the last time Americans were slaves, and the last time
Russians were slaves, they displayed astonishing spiritual
strengths and resourcefulness. They were good at loving one
another. They trusted God. They discovered in the simplest, most
natural satisfactions reasons to be glad to be alive. They were
able to believe that better days were coming in the sweet byand-by. And here is a fascinating statistic: They committed
suicide less often than their masters did.
“So Americans and Russians can both stand slavery, if they have
to — and still want life to go on and on.
“Could it be that slavery isn’t a fate worse than death? After
all, people are tough. Maybe we shouldn’t send that message to
the Pentagon - about slavery and Kool-Aid time.
“But suppose enemies came ashore in great numbers because we
lacked the means to stop them, and they pushed us out of our
homes and off our ancestral lands, and into swamps and deserts.

308. Vonnegut’s calculations seem a bit off here. There were 6,000 crosses, and crosses simply cannot be placed less than a yard
from one another! To the contrary, for maximum impressiveness they would have distributed those 6,000 crosses all along the
Appian Way for the entire distance from Capua to Rome — which would put the average distance between crosses at about 120
running feet.
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Suppose that they even tried to destroyed our religion, telling
us that our Great God Jehovah, or whatever we wanted to call
Him, was as ridiculous as a piece of junk jewelry.
“Again: This is a wringer millions of Americans have already
been through — or are still going through. It is another
catastrophe Americans can endure, if they have to — still,
miraculously, maintaining some measure of dignity, or selfrespect.
“As bad as life is for our Indians, they still like it better
than death.
“So I haven’t had much luck, have I, in identifying fates worse
than death? Crucifixion is the only clear winner so far, and we
aren’t about to be crucified. We aren’t about to be enslaved,
either — to be treated the way white Americans used to treat
black Americans. And no potential enemy that I have heard of
wants to come over here to treat all of us the way we still treat
American Indians.
“What other fates worse than death could I name? Life without
petroleum?...
“My guess is that we will not disarm, even though we should, and
that we really will blow up everything by and by. History shows
that human beings are vicious enough to commit every imaginable
atrocity, including the construction of factories whose only
purpose is to kill people and burn them up....
“What can save us? Divine intervention, certainly - and this is
the place to ask for it. We might pray to be rescued from our
inventiveness, just as the dinosaurs may have prayed to be
rescued from their massiveness.
“But the inventiveness which we so regret now may also be giving
us, along with the rockets and warheads, the means to achieve
what has hitherto been an impossibility, the unity of mankind.
I am talking mainly about television sets.
“Even in my own lifetime, it used to be necessary for a young
soldier to get into fighting before he became disillusioned
about war. His parents back home were equally ignorant, and
believed him to be slaying monsters. But now, thanks to modern
communications, the people of every industrialized nation are
nauseated by the idea of war by the time they are ten years old.
American’s first generation of television viewers has gone to
war and come home again — and we have never seen veterans like
them before....
“Thanks to modern communications, the poor, unlucky young people
from the Soviet Union, now killing and dying in Afghanistan,
were dead sick of war before they ever got there....
“Thanks to modern communications, the same must be true of the
poor, unlucky young people from Argentina and Great Britain, now
killing and dying in the Falkland Islands... Thanks to modern
communications, we know that they are good deal more marvelous
and complicated than that, and that what is happening to them
down there, on the rim of the Antarctic, is a lot more horrible
and shameful than a soccer match.
“When I was a boy it was unusual for an American, or a person
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of any nationality for that matter, to know much about
foreigners. Those who did were specialists — diplomats,
explorers, journalists, anthropologists. And they usually knew
a lot about just a few groups of foreigners, Eskimos maybe, or
Arabs, or what have you. To them, as to the schoolchildren of
Indianapolis, large areas of the globe were terra incognita....
“So we now know for certain that there are no potential human
enemies anywhere who are anything but human beings almost
exactly like ourselves. They need food. How amazing. They love
their children. How amazing. They obey their leaders. How
amazing. They think like their neighbors. How amazing.
“Thanks to modern communications, we now have something we never
had before: reason to mourn deeply the death or wounding of any
human being on any side in any war.
“It was because of rotten communications and malicious, racist
ignorance that we were able to celebrate the killing of almost
all the inhabitants in Hiroshima, Japan, thirty-seven years ago.
We thought they were vermin. They thought we were vermin. They
would have clapped their yellow hands with glee and grinned with
their crooked buckteeth if they could have incinerated everybody
in Kansas City, say.
“Thanks to how much the people of the world now know about all
the other people of the world, the fun of killing enemies has
lost its zing. It has so lost its zing that no sane citizen of
the Soviet Union, if we were to go to war with that society,
would feel anything but horror if his country were to kill
practically everybody in New York and Chicago and San Francisco.
Killing enemies has so lost its zing that no sane citizen of the
United States would feel anything but horror if our country were
to kill practically everybody in Moscow and Leningrad and Kiev.
“Or in Nagasaki, Japan, for that matter.
“We have often heard it said that people would have to change,
or we would go on having world wars, I bring you good news this
morning: People have changed.
“We aren’t so ignorant and bloodthirsty anymore....
“I dreamed last night of our descendants a thousand years from
now,...I ask them how humanity, against all odds, managed to
keep going for another millennium. They tell me that they and
their ancestors did it by preferring life over death for
themselves and others at every opportunity, even at the expense
of being dishonored. They endured all sorts of insults and
humiliations and disappointments without committing either
suicide or murder. They are also the people who do the insulting
and humiliating and disappointing....
“I give them a quotation from that great nineteenth-century
moralist and robber baron, Jim Fisk, who may have contributed
money to this cathedral.
“Jim Fisk uttered his famous words after a particularly
disgraceful episode having to do with the Erie Railroad. Fisk
himself had no choice but to find himself contemptible.
He thought this over, and then he shrugged and said what we all
must learn to say if we want to go on living much longer;
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‘Nothing is lost save honor.’
“I thank you for your attention.”
Also known as “Doomsday Critic Laureate,” Vonnegut introduced the above when he was writing FATES
WORSE THAN DEATH, his naive sermon 7 years after he had preached it. For the postscript of his sermon from
the cathedral pulpit:
“On the subject of how casual technology had made us about war,
I should have called attention to the transmogrification of my
birthday, November 11, from Armistice Day to Veterans Day ...
and by the time I was preaching in St. John’s, the message of
November 11 was that there were going to be lots more wars, and
that we were ready for them this time (were we ever!), and that
not just boys but girls, too, should want to grow up to be
veterans (don’t be left out!)
“We hadn’t yet killed more than a thousand Panamanians in the
process of kidnapping their Head of State (a paid CIA agent) on
suspicion of drug trafficking, or I sure would have talked about
that. I would have reminded people my age what Captain J.W.
Philip said to his crewmen aboard the Battleship Texas in
Santiago Bay in 1898 during the Spanish-American War. (American
public school kids used to know his words by heart. I bet they
don’t anymore.) Shellfire from the Texas had set the Spanish
Cruiser Vizcaya ablaze from stern to stern. And Captain Philip
said, “Don’t cheer, boys, those poor devils are dying.” War back
then, while perhaps necessary and surely exciting, was also a
tragedy. It is still a tragedy, and can never be otherwise.
“(Yes, and while I was doing the final editing on this book,
which was written in the summer of 1990 and is supposed to about
the 1980s, we experienced our great victory over Iraq. I will
simply repeat what a woman said at supper a week after we stopped
shooting and bombing and rocketing: ‘The atmosphere of this
country now is like a big party in a beautiful home. Everybody
is polite and bubbly, but there is this awful stink coming from
somewhere, and it’s getting worse and worse. And nobody wants
to be the first to mention it.’)”
Vonnegut has nothing but the highest praise for his cathedral host who had lived and preached in Indianapolis
for many years and has been his and his wife’s friend and traveled with him. In response to a pregnant woman
who asked him if he thought it was wrong to bring a child into such an awful world, he said, “What made living
almost worthwhile for me was all the saints I met, and I named Bishop Moore.”
May 1983: The 1st carnival to be held on St. Helena.
Enola Gay Tibbets died at the age of 72 in Delray Beach, Florida.
She was Enola Gay Haggard before she married my dad, and my dad
never supported me with the flying — he hated airplanes and
motorcycles. When I told them I was going to leave college and
go fly planes in the army air corps, my dad said, “Well, I’ve
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sent you through school, bought you automobiles, given you money
to run around with the girls, but from here on, you're on your
own. If you want to go kill yourself, go ahead, I don’t give a
damn.” Then Mom just quietly said, “Paul, if you want to go fly
airplanes, you’re going to be all right.” And that was that.

A radio interviewer asked the son Paul Warfield Tibbets, Jr. how his mother felt when she learned that her
name was painted on the fuselage of the B-29 that had dropped the atom bomb on Hiroshima:
Well, I can only tell you what my dad said. My mother never
changed her expression very much about anything, whether it was
serious or light, but when she’d get tickled, her stomach would
jiggle. My dad said to me that when the telephone in Miami rang,
my mother was quiet first. Then, when it was announced on the
radio, he said: “You should have seen the old gal’s belly jiggle
on that one.”
WORLD WAR II
July 8, Friday, 1983: The 2d movement of the Concerto for violin and orchestra no.2 by Isang Yun, entitled
“Dialog Schmetterling-Atombombe” was performed for the initial time, in Tokyo.
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September 1, Thursday, 1983: Soviet fighters shot down a South Korean airliner in Soviet airspace above the
Sea of Japan, killing 269.
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1985
1985: Michael Meyer placed articles on “Henry Thoreau” and “Henry C. Wright” in THE BIOGRAPHICAL
DICTIONARY OF MODERN PEACE LEADERS (Ed. Harold Josephson. Greenwood Press. Pages 544-45 and 103537).
At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Barbara
Reynolds. No secret medical experiments were performed in the course of this meal.
Dr. Murray Sanders, a former lieutenant colonel who was a US adviser on biological warfare, claimed that it
had been he who had brokered the sweetheart deal between General Douglas MacArthur –a man to whom the
concept of insisting upon personal principles and standards must have seemed truly weird– and the World War
II-era Japanese germ warfare perps, during Fall 1945, promising them immunity in return for their teaching us
how to use bugs to off civilians en masse.
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

July 15, Saturday, 1985: In 1946 John Hersey’s “Hiroshima” had filled almost an entire issue of The New
Yorker magazine with “New Journalism” about our dropping of the A-bomb. In this week’s issue the magazine
included a follow-up piece, “Hiroshima: The Aftermath.”309
In mid-July, President Ronald Reagan, in the hospital for major abdominal surgery, authorized Mr. McFarlane
to make contact with Iran. Donald T. Regan, the White House chief of staff, said later that he assumed release
of Americans held in Lebanon would be a “collateral benefit.”

309. Hersey’s book would be revised and would incorporate this additional material.
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1986
1986: When Shigechiyo Izumi died at the age of 120, he was the oldest man in the world. When he had been
born, in 1866, feudal Japan had been under the rule of the shogun Yoshinobu of the Tokugawa dynasty and
each lord had needed his own private army. Although there were firearms, samurai warriors were still ambling
through the alleys with long and short swords tucked into their waistbands. There was as yet no religious
freedom whatever and there were as yet no railroads — and the Gregorian calendar was quite unknown.
A total of 676 new Japanese cherry trees would be planted in Washington DC from this year into 1988 at a cost
of over $101,000 in private funds donated to the National Park Service, to restore the number of trees to what
they were at the time of the original gift.

A Congressional subcommittee held a one-day hearing in Washington DC, called by Representative Pat
Williams of Montana, aimed at determining whether US World War II prisoners of war in Manchuria had been
victims of germ warfare experimentation. The evidence offered at this brief hearing was inconclusive (no-one
was eager to go there). Among the interesting details were that a Unit 731 doctor had vivisected a girl whom
he had raped, after she had been delivered of his baby.
“I cut him open from the chest to the stomach and he screamed
terribly and his face was all twisted in agony. He made this
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unimaginable sound, he was screaming so horribly. But then
finally he stopped. This was all in a day’s work for the
surgeons, but it really left an impression on me because it was
my first time.”
Sheldon Harris, a historian at California State University in Northridge, estimates that more than 200,000
Chinese died in these Japanese germ warfare field experiments. That wasn’t what this hearing was about,
however, this hearing being about whether, horror of horrors, any white people had been treated in such a
manner.
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

September 23, Tuesday, 1986: Two Japanese newspapers quoted Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone as saying
that the intellectual level in the United States was lowered by the presence of “a considerable number of blacks,
Puerto Ricans, and Mexicans.”
A revised version of cummings ist der Dichter for 16 solo voices, chorus and chamber orchestra by Pierre
Boulez was performed for the first time, in Strasbourg, conducted by the composer.
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1987
October 20, Tuesday, 1987: The Tokyo stock market dropped a record 15%. Stock prices dropped 29.3% in
Sydney. The London stock market dropped a record 21%. Over this day and the following one the Mexico City
stock exchange would plunge 30%.
Irish Rhapsody no.3 by Charles Villiers Stanford was performed for the initial time, in Belfast — 74 years after
it had been composed.
On the eve of her 38th birthday, Shulamit Ran underwent surgery to remove a brain tumor at the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minnesota. The operation was successful but full recovery would take a year.
November 6, Friday, 1987: Noboru Takeshita replaced Yasuhiro Nakasone as Prime Minister of Japan.
Adagio for strings by Wolfgang Rihm was performed for the first time, in Tauberbischofsheim.
String Quartet no.3 by Charles Wuorinen was performed for the first time, in the Hopkins Center, Dartmouth
College, Hanover, New Hampshire.
Frammenti for organ by Karel Husa was performed for the first time, at Northwestern University. The piece
was made up of fragments from Husa’s Concerto for organ.
November 18, Wednesday, 1987: A fire at the King’s Cross Underground stop killed 30.
LONDON
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

The final report of the congressional Iran/Contra committees placed “ultimate responsibility” for the
wrongdoing of his aides on the shoulders of President Ronald Wilson Reagan.
GOVERNMENT SCANDALS

Japan Air Lines was officially denationalized.
The special Iran-Contra Committee of the US Congress issues its final report saying that President Ronald
Wilson Reagan failed in his constitutional responsibilities in the Iran-Contra scandal and that his policies in
Iran and Central America depended on “secrecy, deception and disdain for the law.”
CBS Inc. agreed to sell CBS Records to Sony Corp. for $2,000,000,000.
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1988
1988: Kenneth L. Carroll became Clerk of the Third Haven, Maryland monthly meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends (he would serve in that capacity until 2001).
The communications difficulties that had been encountered during the Cuba Missile Crisis had caused the
creation of a “Hot Line,” between Washington DC and Moscow (this involved no “red telephone,” but
Teletype machines and FAX machines connected by cable, radio, and satellite). At this point enough
confidence in the FAX machines had built up that the rapid-communication system threw out its old Teletype
equipment.
ATOM BOMB
ICBMS
At the age of 92, Tufts University awarded Friend Floyd Schmoe an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters.310 Also, the Japanese government presented him with the Hiroshima Peace Prize and he was made an
Honorary Citizen of that nation.311 Meanwhile the world’s atomic testing continued:

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The above award came with a cash prize of some $5,000 and the problem would arise of how to dispose of
this since it would have been unseemly to have personally benefited. The Schmoes would need to cast about
for some way to make an appropriate use of this money. Floyd would decide to petition the city of Seattle WA
to allow him to use the money, and his own labors, to transform a tiny weedy and rocky garbage-strewn piece
of city property at the north end of Seattle’s University Bridge overlooking Lake Union into a “peace park,”
one in commemoration of those who had died as a consequence of our 1945 A-bomb that was a near miss on
the city of Hiroshima (a direct hit, however, on the Catholic cathedral, and on a POW camp known to contain
many Americans).
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
SADAKO SASAKI

310. Eat your heart out, all you other folks who never managed to finish your dissertation.
311. It is to be noted that when another foreigner, Reginald Horace Blyth, who had similarly been awarded the Emperor’s Order of
the Sacred Treasures in the 4th Class, had asked in 1957 to be made a citizen of Japan — that request had been turned aside.
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August 10, Wednesday, 1988: HR 442 was signed into law by President Ronald Wilson Reagan, providing for
individual payments of $20,000 to each surviving internee of the Japanese-American wartime camps, and a
$1.25-billion education fund.

WORLD WAR II
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1989
1989: “We receive hundreds of letters from all over the world,” a monk at the Shaolin monastery in Honan
Province of China informed the writer Michael Browning. “Some are written in blood. All beg to study here.”
The monks Browning met were wrinkled old men who “don’t do much kung fu anymore,” and there weren’t
very many of them. However, for the movie industry, Shaolin kung fu was bringing in $270,000 a year in video
sales, not to mention souvenir sales and fees for martial arts instruction. In 1996, Craig Smith of the Wall Street
Journal would report that the streambeds near the temple were filled with shampoo bottles, dirty socks, and
old underpants, and that the temple’s wu shu instructors had long hair and were wearing Harley-Davidson Tshirts. Rooms for foreign students there went for US$35 a night, and ordination certificates were costing
US$500. A discouraged Belgian student named Daniel Reul commented,
“I wanted to make a life in which money isn’t important,
but I fell into a place where money is even more important
than at home.”
An organization Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) was founded to bring together the USA, Japan,
Australia, Chile, etc. The Japanese economy entered a recession, with both the stock market and real estate
collapsing. However, on the last day of the year the Japanese NIKKEI stock market –which is the largest stock
market in the world– reached a record high of 38,915.
During this year the emperor Hirohito was succeeded by Akihito.

JAPANESE EMPERORS
1912-1926

Yoshihito

1926-1989

Hirohito

1989-20??

Akihito

January 7, Saturday, 1989: Prince Akihito was sworn in as the emperor of Japan after the death of his father
Hirohito, who had reigned for 62 years.
January 26, Thursday, 1989: The French Finance Ministry began an investigation into insider trading by
Socialist Party members in the purchase of Triangle Industries Inc. by the government.
The US closed its diplomatic mission in Kabul.
January 27, Friday, 1989: France, Italy, Japan and the UK closed their diplomatic missions in Kabul.
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April 17, Monday, 1989: The American Psychoanalytic Association and other psychoanalytic medical groups
reached an agreement in a class-action lawsuit brought by plaintiffs who were psychoanalytic psychologists.
They agreed to admit psychologists to their training institutes, to allow their members to teach in other
institutes, to allow psychologists to join the International Psychoanalytic Association — and to pay the court
costs of these plaintiffs.
PSYCHOLOGY
The supercomputer company I worked for, ETA Systems, closed its doors. Literally closed its doors, as when
I showed up for the workweek at 7:45AM on Monday morning, what I encountered was an armed sheriff’s
deputy, standing arms akimbo outside a locked and dark building, saying “You can’t go in. You can’t go in.
You can’t go in. You — get back in your car and drive away.”
ASSLEY
Our ETA10 supercomputer was as big as a bathroom and cost $17,000,000. Each. Its processor boards had 32
layers. It had 8 motherboards per computer. It needed to be cooled with liquid nitrogen.
We had sold a grand total of 1 such machine — in Fall 1987, to guess who, the Tokyo Institute of Technology.
We needed to close our corporate doors because the Japanese had just developed a computer chip –a chip, mind
you, something smaller than a bathroom, something smaller than a breadbox, something actually the size of a
large human thumbnail– that could compute faster than our beast. It could compute faster than our beast, in its
sleep. It showed potential of being able, within a year, to easily compute 4 times faster than our ETA10
cryogenically cooled 8-processor-board 17-million-dollar beast.
Thousands of students gathered in Tienanmen Square, Beijing to remember Hu Yaobang, and call for
democracy and an end to corruption.
A court in Warsaw legalized Solidarity as an official union.
Reports surfaced in the west that Odeon, the Czechoslovak state publishing house, planned to publish the
works of Franz Kafka (something which had been banned since the communist takeover in 1948).
A committee of 12 central bank governors headed by European Commission President Jacques Delors
unveiled a plan for complete monetary and economic union of the the European Community.
April 18, Tuesday, 1989: Former Japanese Minister of Education Kunio Takaishi was indicted for receiving
bribes in the Recruit scandal.
There was a student sit-in near the Great Hall of the People in Tienanmen Square, Beijing. In Shanghai, 1,500
students marched.
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June 2, Friday, 1989: Four student leaders began a civil disobedience hunger strike in Tienanmen Square.
Sosuke Uno replaced Noboru Takeshita as Prime Minister of Japan.
Peter Weir’s film Dead Poets Society was shown for the first time, at the Toronto Film Festival.
William Schuman’s Chester: Variations for piano was performed for the initial time, in Fort Worth, Texas.
August 9, Wednesday, 1989: Toshiki Kaifu replaced Sosuke Uno as Prime Minister of Japan.
President George Herbert Walker Bush appropriated $166,000,000,000 to bail out Savings and Loan
institutions that had been rendered penniless due to looting enabled by the Republican administration’s
insistence over the previous 8 years upon lax regulatory practices.
Island Prelude for oboe and wind quartet by Joan Tower was performed for the initial time, at Arizona State
University, Scottsdale.
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DECADE OF 1990S
1990
1990: US Bureau of the Census publications such as HISTORICAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES and
STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF THE UNITED STATES provide statistics with which we can continue George Rogers
Taylor’s “American Economic Growth before 1840” in the Journal of Economic History (December 1964) and
Robert Gallman’s “The Pace and pattern of American Economic Growth” in Davis, Lance, et al AMERICAN
ECONOMIC GROWTH (Harper & Row, 1972) for purposes of comparison:

US Per Capita Income
Current $

Constant
1989 $

Annual
Growthrate

1710

$28

$350

1710

$45

$550

1775

$60

$750

1.18/0.48%

1840

$109

$1350

0.91%

1880

$205

$2650

1.70%

1990

$22,099

$20,950

2.14%

At this 1990 point on our national economic trajectory, on the 1991 list given in the WORLD DEVELOPMENT
REPORT of the World Bank and International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the USA is ranking
as the 6th most prosperous nation of the planet, after Switzerland, Japan, Norway, Finland, and Sweden.
However, were we to go back and place ourselves as we were in 1710 on this current chart, at that 1710 point
on our national economic trajectory, our living conditions here would have had to be ranked somewhere
between those in Angola as it now is at 82d and those in Bangladesh as it now is at 120th.
May 24, Thursday, 1990: Emperor Akihito expressed “deepest regret” for occupation of Korea from 1910 to
1945. The exact wording of the apology brought to closure weeks of disputes between Korea and Japan:
“Whatever could we have been thinking?”
Berliner Messe by Arvo Pärt was performed for the initial time, in St. Hedwigs-Kathedrale, Berlin.
In Theater Royal, Brighton, Chevron for chamber ensemble by Kevin Volans was performed for the initial
time.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

1991
1991: Sir Ian Kershaw’s HITLER: PROFILES IN POWER deemed Führer Adolf Hitler a “man without qualities.”
GERMANY
The world’s atomic testing continued. However, in this year all United States atomic warheads were removed
from South Korea (those on Japanese soil were close enough to take care of any little problem, the military
had concluded reasonably).

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The Japanese “bubble economy” burst due to a sudden and complete failure of trust in the credibility of oldboy accounting and the transparency of insider dealings. Stock prices would decline for a full decade, quite
erasing trillions of dollars of wealth. (It’s this sort of thing that can’t happen in the United States of America,
where we do insist upon credibility in arms-length accounting and transparency in financial dealings.)
A made-for-TV movie starring Stacy Keach, “Mission of the Shark,” depicted the ordeal of the men of the USS
Indianapolis abandoned in the shark-infested waters off Okinawa toward the end of WWII after their

HDT

NIPON

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN
unprotected sitting-duck ship had been (but of course) targeted by a submarine with a “fan” of 5 torpedoes and
had sunk in 12 minutes.
Friend Floyd Schmoe created a tiny Peace Park at the north end of Seattle WA’s University Bridge overlooking
Lake Union, in commemoration of those who had died in our bombing of Hiroshima. The Quaker, age 95, had
not only applied for permits, raised funds, and organized volunteers, but himself had accomplished much of
the bulldozing, raking of gravel, planting of trees, and grass mowing. The park contained a statue of a girl who
had been killed by leukemia 12 years after we dropped our World War II atomic bombs on Japan. The bronze
figure of Sadako Sasaki held aloft a crane origami.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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Schoolchildren would often hang colorful paper cranes on this statue.
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The Friends School began in the rented First Day School building of the monthly meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends near Princeton, New Jersey was permitted to begin to make use of the Schoolmaster’s
House on the Quaker Stony Brook property. At some point, also, the local meeting granted permission for the
school to erect a new building on the property. The trustees of the monthly meeting granted $50,000 to the
school as seed funding for a capital campaign.
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1993
1993: The spirit of Mary E. Kullberg identified Matsuo Chūemon Munefusa (Bashō) as the Japanese Thoreau,
or, perhaps, Henry David Thoreau as the American Bashō, in her MORNING MIST: THROUGH THE SEASONS
WITH MATSUO BASHO AND HENRY DAVID THOREAU (New York and Tokyo: Weatherhill, Incorporated).
Here is the complete list of the various similarities and dissimilarities between Bashō and Thoreau
which she points up in her preface:
Bashō: “What is important is to highly attune the mind in the world of true understanding, so that upon
returning to the world of our daily experience we may seek therein the truth of beauty.”

Thoreau: “Every man is tasked to make his life, even in its details, worthy of the contemplation of his most
elevated and critical hour.”

Bashō: “By an exceptional stroke of luck I saw a solitary hawk circling above the promontory of Irago.”
Thoreau: “Saw a large hawk circling over a pine wood below me -- traveling ever by wider circles. What
a symbol of the thoughts -- now soaring, now descending -- taking larger and large circles or smaller and
smaller. It flies not directly whither it is bound but advances by circles like a courtier of the skies.”

Bashō: “As lightning flashes ——

zig-zag screeches of the heron,
flying in the dark.”

Thoreau: “The lightning filled the damp air like some vast grow worm ... opening its wings.”

Bashō: “It was the beginning of the fourth moon when I arrived. The azaleas were still blooming, and

mountain wisteria hung on the pines. Cuckoos frequently flew past and swallows would visit... I could not
but be happy——”
Thoreau: “Ah, happiness — what is the stuff thou art made of?
Is it not gossamer and floating spider’s webs?
A crumpled sunbeam — a coiled dew line settling on some flower?”

Bashō: “The hill was covered with boulders piled one upon another, the pine trees and cypresses ancient,
earth and stones old and mossy....”

Thoreau: “There are some trophies which nature loves to preserve, adorning them with moss and ivy to the

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
end of time.”

Bashō: “I saw a large pine tree, probably over a thousand years old, and I felt a strange sense of awe and
respect, for it had survived the threats of an ax for so many years.”

Thoreau: “If a man walk in the woods for love of them half each day, he is in danger of being regarded as
a loafer; but if he spends his whole day as a speculator, shearing off those woods and making earth bald
before her time, he is esteemed an illustrious and enterprising citizen.”

Bashō: “As I scooped up the water,

I felt it in my teeth ——
the water from the spring.”

Thoreau: “A full spring bursting forth directly from the earth ... cool from the caverns of the earth and
making a considerable stream ... I lie almost flat, resting my hands on what offers, to drink at this water
where it bubbles.”

Bashō: “I walked through mist and clouds, breathing the high, thin air and stepping on the slippery ice and
snow, until at last, through a gateway of clouds — to the very pathways of the sun and moon it seemed —
I reached the summit, completely out of breath.”
Thoreau: “I made my way steadily upward in a straight line through a dense undergrowth of mountain
laurel, until the trees began to have a scraggy and infernal look, as if contending with frost goblins, and at
length I reached the summit, just as the sun was setting.”

Bashō: “Yield to the willow

all the loathing and all the desire
within your heart.”

Thoreau: “Ah willow! willow! Would that I always possessed thy good spirits ... it is not only soft and
pliant but tough and resilient, not splitting at the first blow, but closing its wounds at once and refusing to
transmit its hurts.”

Bashō: “The dew falls drop by drop——

would I could immerse myself,
and wash away the world.”
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Thoreau: “What self-healing in nature — swept by the dews.”

Dissimilarity

Bashō

Thoreau

17th Century

19th Century

Similarity

oneness with nature was a way of life

Similarity

similar expression of the earth’s beauty

Similarity

joy and wealth come not from material
success but from being awake to nature

Similarity

kept journals in which they recorded their
thoughts, travel experiences, and poetry

Similarity

their poetry and their lives were in
harmony, the poetry reflecting their lives

Dissimilarity

hut on mountain

Similarity

both at times felt disillusioned with their
lack of progress

Similarity

had agonizing periods of self-examination

Similarity

sought solitude and even isolation to
achieve a deeper understanding of life

Similarity

accomplished much despite poor health
and brief life

Dissimilarity

Eastern hemisphere

Similarity

famous for their contributions to literature

Similarity

both taught how to live by living

Similarity

both were totally involved with the
progression of nature through the seasons

Similarity

their words even more important and
timely today than when they were written

Similarity

taught us to slow down and enjoy snow,
birds, trees, flowers –each natural
phenomenon– for their intrinsic worth

Dissimilarity

died at age 50 with
2,000 followers

hut not on mountain

Western hemisphere

died at age 45 (sic)
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August 9, Monday, 1993: Morihiro Hosokawa of the Japan New Party replaced Kiichi Miyazawa as Prime
Minister of Japan.
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1994
1994: At a rock concert in Boston, Peter Garrett, the shave-headed lead singer for an Australian group calling
themselves “Midnight Oil,” was preparing to sing a song called “My Country.” So he shouted into his
microphone “Thoreau, Noam Chomsky, and … the Hulk!”
An unusual stand of trees was discovered in Wollemi National Park within 200 kilometers of Sydney,
Australia. The trees were found to represent an entirely new genus and species, Wollemia nobilis, in the
Araucariaceae (the monkey-puzzle tree family).
BOTANIZING

The Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival of Washington DC was expanded from one week to two.

January 7, Friday, 1994: Since we were well aware that many Japanese did not “think it right that America
should put this plane on display — they say it is awful,” at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC
“sensitive discussions” with the Japanese, about our Enola Gay exhibit, were being scheduled.
WORLD WAR II
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April 25, Monday, 1994: Tsutomu Hata replaced Morihiro Hosukawa as Prime Minister of Japan.
Over a dozen bombs exploded throughout South Africa. Several people were killed.
Canticle and Round in Honor of Gerhard Samuel’s Birthday for percussion by Lou Harrison was performed
for the first time, at the University of Cincinnati.
Cicada for two pianos by Kevin Volans was performed for the first time, at the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art.
June 29, Sunday, 1994: Tomiichi Murayama of the Social Democratic Party replaced Tsutomu Hata as Prime
Minister of Japan.
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1995: The apocalyptic religious sect Aum Shinrikyo released sarin gas in a Tokyo subway, killing 12
commuters and injuring thousands. In addition, the cult had enlisted Ph.D. scientists to prepare a biological
attack, and we belatedly discovered that between 1993 and 1995 they had made as many as 10 attempts to
spray botulin toxin and anthrax in downtown Tokyo. It is not known why these tests attacks had failed, but
there is suspicion that the cult was working with an avirulent strain of anthrax, and that its experimenters did
not understand the need to weaponize the agent by refining its particle size so that it would be carried by air
currents deep into the lung.
BIOTERRORISM

36 million cars were manufactured worldwide, of which 7.6 million were manufactured in Japan and 6.3
million in the USA (although 8.6 million cars were sold in the USA alone).
An earthquake killed 6,500 people in Kobe.
The US Government acknowledged that at the conclusion of World War II it had offered Japanese war
criminals and scientists who had performed human medical experiments salaries and immunity from
prosecution in exchange for data on biological warfare research.

GERM WARFARE

How to account for this? Well, the only way I know to account for it would be to presume that there were
people in high places in our government, who were thinking the way radio personality Paul Harvey thinks:
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“For what it’s worth, after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Winston Churchill told the American people, “We didn’t
come this far because we are made of sugar candy,” and
that reminder was taken seriously. We proceeded to
develop and deliver the time bomb, the bomb. Even though
roughly 150,000 men women and children perished in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with a single blow WWII was
over. Following New York’s September 11 Pearl Harbor
Winston Churchill was not here to remind us. That we
didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar candy.

So, we mustered our humanity. We gave old pals a pass.
Even though men and women from Saudi Arabia were largely
responsible for the devastation of New York, and
Pennsylvania and our Pentagon, we called Saudi Arabians
our partners against terrorism and we sent men with
rifles into Afghanistan and Iraq, and kept our best
weapons in their silos. Even now, we stand there dying.
Daring to do nothing decisive because we’ve declared
ourselves to be better than our terrorist enemies. More
moral, more civilized. Our image is at stake, we insist.
But we didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar
candy. Once upon a time, we elbowed our way onto and
across this continent by giving smallpox-infected
blankets to Native Americans. That was biological
warfare. And we used every other weapon we could get our
hands on to grab this land from whomever. And we grew
prosperous. And yes, we greased the skids with the sweat
of slaves. So it goes with most great nation-states,
which –feeling guilty about their savage pasts–
eventually civilize themselves out of business and wind
up invaded and ultimately dominated by the lean, hungry
up-and-coming who are not made of sugar candy.
— Disney/ABC radio personality Paul Harvey,
expressing family values on June 23, 2005

January 17, Tuesday, 1995: An earthquake centered at Kobe, Japan killed 5,000 people and injured over
26,000. 100,000 bulidings were destroyed leaving 300,000 people homeless. Over 1,000,000 were without
water. The sudden colossal temblor destroyed a great percentage of the world’s capacity for the manufacture
of flat screens for portable computers and began to drive down the Nikkei.
FINANCE
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January 30, Monday, 1995: In Algiers, a car bomb killed 42 and injured 256. It was presumed that this was
perpetrated by Muslim fundamentalists opposed to the government.
Flooding forced 250,000 Dutch residents to flee their homes, with 40 deaths.
The United Nations Security Council authorized deployment of 6,000 “peacekeepers” to Haiti.
Three Women for narrator and piano by Ned Rorem to words of Rhys, Hardwick, and Colette was performed
for the initial time, at the 92nd Street Y, New York. Also premiered was Robin Holloway’s The Blackbird and
the Snail op.81 for narrator and piano to words of de la Mare.
Sample newspaper coverage on the day the Smithsonian Regents met to decide the fate of the Enola Gay
exhibit:
“Don’t Rewrite History,” by Robert K. Dornan, USA Today, 1/30/95, 14A Representative Dornan: “Congress
must ensure that the Enola Gay exhibit does not demean the sacrifices of our forces.” “How they brought down
the Enola Gay,” by Stephen Robinson, Daily Telegraph, 1/30/95, 19 “The Smithsonian is a magnificent
institution, but the briefest visit shows how public museums, like American universities, have become infected
with political correctness.”
“Hijacking History,” New York Times, 1/30/95, A18 “To reduce the complexities or painful ambiguities of the
issue to slogans or historical shorthand is wrong.... To let politicians and groups with a particular interest frame
the discussion and determine the conclusion is worse.... The real betrayal of American tradition would be to
insist on a single version of history.... Historians and museums of history need to be insulated from any attempt
to make history conform to a narrow ideological or political interest.”
“Politics has no place in the Enola Gay Exhibit,” USA Today, 1/30/95, 14A “Members of Congress should butt
out and let the curators do their jobs.”
“Change in Size and Tone of Enola Gay Exhibit May Defuse Long Dispute: History Made Simple,” by Arthur
Hirsch, Baltimore Sun, 1/30/95, 1D
“The Kulchur Warriors Hit the Beach,” Washington Times, 1/30/95, A20 “The elite ... appears to be all but
invincible, as long as the apparatus of cultural hegemony exists, and that ought to lead the new majority in
Congress to the conclusion that it is now time to get on with winning the war against the elite once and for all.”
An interview with Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. on the day the Regents meet too. “Man Who Dropped the Bomb on
Hiroshima Wants Exhibit Scuttled,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post, 1/30/95, D01 “I’ve never lost a
night’s sleep over [dropping the bomb], and I never will.”
Secretary Heyman announces the cancellation and replacement of the Enola Gay exhibit: “I have concluded
that we made a basic error in attempting to couple an historical treatment of the use of atomic weapons with
the 50th anniversary commemoration of the end of the war.” also available at: http://www.exploratorium.edu/
nagasaki/Library/ArtHeyman.html See also Heyman’s article under February 13.
Interview a few years later elicits some information about his decision: “An American Institution,” American
Legion Magazine, March 1998, 28-29, 52, 59: “[the Enola Gay exhibit] was flawed from a public relations
sense. The original script, beyond any doubt, was not an adequate script.”
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Sample of immediate response to the cancellation: “Enola Gay — Mission Controversy,” MacNeil/Lehrer
News Hour, 1/30/95, Transcript #5153 Heyman, Harwit, Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., historians, American Legion, etc.
“Smithsonian Pulls Planned World War II Exhibit,” All Things Considered (NPR), 1/30/95, Transcript #17431 Heyman, American Legion, peace activist
“Smithsonian Agrees to Modify Exhibition of the Enola Gay,” CBS Evening News, 1/30/95 Heyman,
historian, American Legion
“Smithsonian Exhibit of Enola Gay,” ABC World News Tonight, 1/30/95, Transcript #5021-6 House Majority
Leader Newt Gingrich: “I thought the Secretary showed considerable good judgment in deciding that the
academics had overreached.”
WORLD WAR II
February 26, Sunday 1995: The United States and China agreed on measures to protect copyrights, especially
for movies, CDs, and software.
Baring Brothers & Company, in London, a merchant banking empire 233 years old that had seemed to stand
for Britain’s most proper values, the venerable PLC brokerage house the eponymous family of which had
managed to accumulate 5-count-’em-5 peerages (and that without once beating up on a foreigner so as you’d
notice and without once sleeping with a royal so as you’d notice), a family-controlled firm most of the shares
of which had long since been placed safely in trust for a charitable institution, a modest and conservative outfit
famous for paying its 4,000-member staff better than it paid the descendants of its founders — filed for
bankruptcy protection unexpectedly and spectacularly over a weekend after being alerted that its chief trader
in Singapore had lost £625,000,000 during unauthorized transactions. There was no being bailed out by the
Bank of England this time, as in 1890, as there was no visible bottom to this particular hole. At first the story
that was circulated was that this trader in Singapore, an arbitrageur specializing in Japanese derivatives,
Nicholas W. Leeson, had taken an unauthorized and extremely large gamble in the relationship between the
two exchanges on which Japanese futures were being traded, the Osaka exchange and the Singapore exchange.
He had constructed what is known as a “straddle,” which would pay off and pay off well for so long as the
Nikkei stayed essentially stable within the 18,500-19,500 range, and had raked in the yen or pound equivalent
of some US$150,000,000. But when the Kobe earthquake had hit on January 17 and the Nikkei had plunged,
instead of getting out and informing his bosses of his losses, the story initially being told by chairman Peter
Baring went, this rogue trader in Singapore had attempted to ride out the plunge and its resultant margin calls.
At the point at which Leeson simply gave up and failed to report for work, the banking firm’s losses were
already in excess of US$1,000,000,000 with absolutely no way for him to bail out without incurring further
liability. The British tabloids, meanwhile, had blown this tale of the rogue trader into an adventure in which
Nick Leeson was attempting to hide out on the Thai island of Phuket, possibly for no better reason than that
such a name was destined at some time or other to appear in a British tabloid. But when the escaped Leeson
appeared in an airport and was taken into custody, he was traveling under his own name and evidently doing
nothing more dramatic than returning to Europe to face the music. Since then more details have become public
of the extent to which the bank’s hierarchy had had guilty knowledge of and had continued to finance their
fair-haired boy’s incomprehensibly complex computer peculations, and the “rogue trader” speculation had to
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bite the dust. The Baring charitable trust had been wiped out by a derivatives deal which they had been casually
watching as it had gone sour. And this was not a bunch of high-school-graduate civil servants who had had
themselves fitted for 3-piece brokerage suits, as in Orange County, California, who had merely been playing
games with other people’s money: no indeed, this was a collection of the wisest old birds in the financial skies,
many of them old-school Etonians, casually risking their entire business in complex betting transactions that
they had almost no way to comprehend. The presence of computers, which simply aren’t going to go away
anytime soon, has irreversibly transformed money into an abstraction, and it just isn’t going to be safe any
more, to go home over a weekend and pay no attention to margin calls on a foreign exchange. Of course, the
1st solution that anyone has thought of is to outlaw derivatives, but that simply is not going to happen as fully
20% of the profit of brokerage firms now comes from dealing globally in such abstractions.
FINANCE

April 1995: A $4,085 check was posted by the federal government of the United States of America to the
Treasurer General of the Republic of Cuba. The money represented this year’s rent for the US’s oldest overseas
naval base, Guantánamo Bay, a 45-square-mile sliver on the southeast coast of the island originally acquired
as a coaling station for US vessels and exceedingly unlike any other military installation in the world. This
check would not be cashed by its addressee. No such check would ever again be cashed (the last such payment
that had been accepted, had been all the way back in 1959). Eventually even the postal address to which these
checks continue to be mailed year after year would no longer be a deliverable Cuban postal address — and
nevertheless the checks would be posted.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, “Remembering the Bomb: The Fiftieth Anniversary in the United States
and Japan.” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 27.2 (April-June 1995): 1-73, a special issue, contained
several articles including “Introduction: The Bomb as Public History and Transnational Memory,” by Laura
Hein, 3-15: “In the end, the Smithsonian exhibit’s censors have encouraged those Japanese who are most
nostalgic for their Imperial past in a more profound way than the curators ever could have. Their celebration
of state violence, silencing of critics as unpatriotic, willingness to justify unimaginable human suffering, and
insistence that military decisions cannot be questioned after the fact can only move us closer to a world
disturbingly like that of presurrender Japan.”
“Proposal for an International Appeal for Global Peace on the Occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the End
of World War II,” by the Japanese Committee to Appeal for World Peace, 1995, 60-62: “The passage of months
and years that now amount to half a century compels us to mourn all of the war’s victims, irrespective of which
side they were on during the war, and to renew our resolution never to repeat the tragedy of war.”
“Hiroshima/Nagasaki as History and Politics,” by Sodel Rinjiro, 37-41: “If the U.S. critics of the
Smithsonian’s proposed exhibition are to blame for exercising political pressure to prevent anything but a
celebratory presentation of the atomic bombs, those who are behind the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
also must be criticized for failing to honestly present the aggressive nature of Japan’s war.”
“The Enola Gay and the Politics of Representation,” by Lane Fenrich, Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars
27. 2 (April-June 1995): The curators “did what historians do, sifting evidence and arguing about how best to
read it.” The opponents wanted “to control the imagery with which Americans remember” the end of the “good

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
war.”
What follows is a sampling of coverage during this month by major media:
“The Enola Gay: A Silent Exhibit,” Claudio G. Segre, San Francisco Examiner, 4/4/95, A17: “Make no
mistake about it: this scaled-back display embarrasses us all.”
“Enola Gay Reception Canceled,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 4/7/95, A4: A public reception
organized by Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit to thank workers on the
original exhibit was canceled.
WORLD WAR II
May 15, Monday, 1995: The Nation (Volume 260, Number 19, page 661) published “Hiroshima Journey”
by Terry Tempest Williams, Naturalist in Residence at the Utah Museum of Natural History:

A “downwinder” in Hiroshima, Japan
In 1971, I read two books that moved me deeply, HIROSHIMA by John
Hersey and WALDEN by Henry David Thoreau. That same year, my
mother was diagnosed with breast cancer. I was 15 years old.
Twenty-four years later, I find myself standing on the campus
of the University of Hiroshima with Dr. Shoko Itoh, a
distinguished Thoreau scholar.
Dr. Itoh looks up at the Science Department Building, one of the
few structures to have survived the atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, at 8:15 in the morning.
“That is the original clock,” she says as she points to the white
round face that appears as a pearl on the forehead of the
rectangular building. “It’s hard to imagine how it remained
intact.”
I look at this extraordinary woman, her strength, her grace, who
was 6 months old on that fateful day, and wonder the same thing.
The entrance to the university is lined with yucca. I touch their
swordlike leaves and flash to my own home.
“Do you know these?” she asks.
“These species are indigenous to the desert lands of the
American Southwest,” I reply. “They have watched their own share
of nuclear explosions in the above-ground tests routine in my
country throughout the 1950s and ’60s.”
Indeed, the world’s first nuclear weapons test was conducted by
the United States in the desert near Alamogordo, New Mexico, on
July 16, 1945, just twenty-one days before Hiroshima.
Shoko Itoh and I are both hibakusha, translated literally in
Japanese to mean “explosion-affected people.”
From the old campus of the University of Hiroshima just a few
kilometers away from the epicenter of the A-bomb, we cross the
street and walk over to the Red Cross Hospital.
“Very famous,” Shoko says. “This was the only semifunctioning
hospital after the bomb. It was the center of our relief.”
We enter. It is like any other hospital I have been in with the
benefits of technology: the same antiseptic smells, polished
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floors, the bustling aura of doctors, nurses and administrators
going about their duties, while patients stand in halls and sit
in rooms, waiting.
Shoko Itoh converses with the receptionist. I watch and listen,
understanding only what I intuit. I imagine she is telling the
woman at the information desk that I am an American woman who
has suffered my own losses from radiation fallout, that I am a
“downwinder” living in Utah north of the Nevada Nuclear Test
Site — that my mother, grandmothers, aunts and uncles have died
from cancer.
I watch the women shake and nod their heads, their empathetic
eyes, the bonds we share that dissolve national boundaries and
transcend our history of war.
Shoko thanks the women for their information, as do I. We bow.
We walk through the main corridor and turn left to Building Six,
dedicated to A-bomb research and patient care. On the wall there
is a watercolor of the Grand Canyon. I stop at the painting.
“This is the Japanese version of the Grand Canyon,” Shoko says,
smiling.
I recall the first time I saw the canyon. My husband, Brooke,
blindfolded me and led me to its edge. I could feel the empty
space even before I saw it. He untied the blindfold. I opened
my eyes and looked out across the unfathomable distances before
me, this erosion of Earth. My first response was one of
destruction. “My God, what happened here? Why didn’t anyone tell
me?”
“You have to see it for yourself,” I remember Brooke saying. The
same is true of Hiroshima.
Shoko pushes the elevator button. The metal doors open. We get
on with three elderly women, one carrying a bouquet of white
chrysanthemums. The doors close. We travel to the fourth floor.
The doors open. We file out. The three women know exactly where
they are going. Shoko and I stand in the foyer. Dozens of
vibrantly colored mobiles of folded paper cranes hang from the
ceiling, outside rooms and on the walls of the nurses’ station.
The origin of these origami cranes and their correspondence to
healing the wounds of war can be traced back more than four
decades. On October 25, 1955, a 13-year-old girl named Sadako
Sasaki died of leukemia in this hospital. She believed in the
traditional Japanese wisdom that a crane lives for a thousand
years. If people who are ill fold a thousand paper cranes, the
gods will grant their wish and make them healthy again.
Throughout the month of her stay, Sadako folded one crane after
another (some even made from the paper of her blood reports) and
hung them from the ceiling. Her mother whispered over the hope
of each bird a poem she used to recite when Sadako was young,
“Oh flock of heavenly cranes, cover my child with your wings.”
Sadako completed 644.
“Would you like to walk around?” Shoko asks.
This was all too familiar to me. The cancer ward. I know what
lives and dies in these rooms. Here in Hiroshima at the Red Cross
Hospital, in Building Six, on the fourth floor, it feels as
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though the collective grief of Japan is hidden behind each
closed door.
I cannot look at Shoko.
I can only bow my head and say, “I have seen enough.”
My Muse may be excused if she is silent henceforth.
How can you expect the birds to sing when their groves
are cut down? —WALDEN, Henry David Thoreau
It would be impossible to say what horrors were embedded
in the minds of the children who lived through the day
of the bombing in Hiroshima. —HIROSHIMA, John Hersey
I was invited by the literature department of the University of
Hiroshima and the Japanese Association for the Study of
Literature and the Environment to give a reading. The newspaper
Yomiuri Shimbun was sponsoring my visit.
I read “The Clan of One-breasted Women,” which is the epilogue
from my book REFUGE, about our family’s struggles and adjustment
with my mother’s death from cancer and its ultimate relationship
with nuclear testing. I spoke of what it meant to grow up in a
traditional Mormon home, our adherence to strict moral
principles and the subtle constraints placed on women in the
name of patriarchy. I shared how the price of obedience became
too high as I watched the women in my family die common heroic
deaths. I spoke about committing civil disobedience with other
women from Utah at the Nevada Test Site, of my arrest and release
as I sought to both confront and reconcile my government’s
irresponsible actions. Blind obedience in the name of patriotism
or religion ultimately takes our lives.
I finished my reading to a terrifying silence.
It was a stoic sea.
“I am embarrassed to have told you my story,” I said softly,
looking back down at my text. “I cannot imagine what you have
endured together within your families, your communities. Please
know of the empathy I feel....”
Silence. Nothing. No response.
Beginning to feel desperate, I asked for their thoughts.
More silence.
Finally, a professor in his late 50s said, “You must understand
it is very complicated for us.” He paused. “We are evading you.”
And then a woman spoke, in tears: “We are still under an ethos
of silence. Our misery continues but we remain quiet. We know
we are dependent upon the United States for economic and
political stability.”
The woman sitting next to her continued: “Many hibakusha have
told their stories and have campaigned courageously for the
elimination of nuclear weapons around the world, but many of
them are now dead. The truth remains, among the common citizenry
it is not spoken of.” She stopped. “My grandmother said to me,
I do not want to speak of these things.’”
“It is an American’s nature to resist,” Shoko Itoh said. “The
Japanese nature is to feel shame.”
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Shoko Itoh and I are standing on the deck of the ferry. We are
accompanied by a graduate student, Masami Yuki, who is writing
her thesis on the idea of “grotesque beauty” as conveyed in the
work of Annie Dillard. The island of Miyajima is before us,
Hiroshima behind.
“Is this how you imagined Hiroshima?” Shoko asks me, looking
over her shoulder, her thick black hair pulled away from her
face with a bow. Her face is pale, very beautiful, her lips red.
“No,” I reply.
My mind returns to the day before when I was walking through the
Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park with her husband, Takaaki Itoh,
who is from Nagasaki, also a hibakusha. We spoke very little.
I stopped alongside the Motoyasu River. Without warning, I was
struck by an overwhelming sense of nausea. It was like a metallic
revulsion, as though someone had cut to my sternum and touched
steel to bone. I folded my arms around my waist.
“There are souls in this river that will never be calmed,” Itohsan said.
I later learned we were standing where a group of girls were
found lying on the bank of the Motoyasu, holding one another.
The students had been exposed to the A-bomb while working in the
area around the prefectural office building, Kako-machi, where
most had been burned to death, their faces unrecognizable. A few
girls were still breathing; some had made their way into the
river in a desperate attempt to douse the flames.
“The river was choked with bodies,” Itoh-san said. “To this day,
bones still wash up along these banks.”
In Hiroshima, it is the seven rivers who carry the stories, who
hold the cries of the dead in their currents. They continue to
flow in the midst of an impressive revitalization of urban life.
“No. Hiroshima is not how I imagined,” I answer Shoko once again,
on the deck of the ferry. “I did not anticipate the ghosts and
the atomic desert still quivering beneath the concrete
foundations of the city.”
“There are two words you must learn if you are to understand
Japan,” she says. “Tatemae, which means appearances, and Honne,
what is true, what is real. For my people, it is the construction
that matters most, not the heart.”
We are not so different, I think to myself. Much of my own
culture is built on the assurance of appearances.
Miyajima is getting closer and I can see the distinctive orange
Torii Gate of the Itsukushima Jinja Shrine rising out of the
inland sea like a great doorway.
“This island is considered divine,” Shoko says. “Everything on
the island is divine — the pines, the water, the monkeys and the
kites that live here. I love this place and I come here often.”
She faces Miyajima. “See how the island is covered with mist?
It is vague, like the Japanese.”
“Have you had any problems with your health influenced by
radiation?” she asks without looking at me.
I tell her I have had two biopsies for breast cancer, both
benign, and that a few years ago a small suspect tumor was
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removed from my right side just beneath one of my ribs. But for
now I am clear.
We pause.
“And you?”
“No,” she says. “I am fine, but my mother is suffering from
cancer and I am restless all the time, so much so I cannot
sleep.”
She goes on to reveal her own family’s story surrounding August
6, 1945; how she was an infant asleep in her cradle, how shortly
after the blast her mother walked into the burning city to find
her brother and sister-in-law. They had been less than a
kilometer from the epicenter. There was nothing left but shadows
on the pavement.
Other private details are shared and I think about how each
individual story is carried like a wound, like a talisman, how
much we need to hear the truth of one another’s lives.
Kawamoto Yoshitaka was 13 years old when the bomb was dropped
less than a kilometer from his school. He recalls telling his
friend that he could hear an engine. They looked out the window
and saw planes.
“Flash! That’s ail I can remember,” he says. “And then when I
came to my senses I was held between two desks. I heard the sound
of my classmates singing our school song. I joined them. I
thought perhaps someone would hear us. One by one, the voices
stopped, until I was the only one singing. For the first time,
I knew fear.”
Shoko is silent, looking toward Miyajima. I can hear the song
of Yosui, a favorite musician of hers we had listened to while
driving to the dock. “He liberates me from my difficult life,”
she told me. One of his songs translates, “I cannot sleep because
of love.” There is so much about this woman I do not know.
Once on Miyajima, the three of us find our own reverie. We walk
slowly. Mount Misen rises 1,740 feet above the sea. Steep
forested slopes place the tourist shops and restaurants in a
transitory context. Only nineteen miles in circumference, it is
a sanctuary devoted to the Sacred, where the Jinja Shrine was
created in 593 and dedicated to the three daughters of Susanoo-no-Mikoto, the Shinto god of the moon and ocean. We pet the
backs of deer tamed inside the shrine that is perched above the
mud flats. It is low tide. We wash our hands by dipping a bamboo
ladle into spring water and letting it pour through our fingers
in the name of purification, then pick up the petals of cherry
blossoms, pink, white, and allow them to fall once more. Sakura,
a celebration of the ephemeral. Even as we eat roasted oysters
flooded with lemon juice, there is a consideration of the
divine.
There are no cemeteries on Miyajima. Legend has it that no one
can be born or die here. It is an island of enduring presence.
Shoko and I stand on the edge of the wooden plank looking toward
the Torii Gate, vermilion in late afternoon light, towering 53
feet above the sea, its reflection rippling on the water.
Masami, whose nickname is “Mommie,” pulls back as a gesture of
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respect.
“All religion begins with light,” Shoko says. “We believe that
the hands — may I put my hands on yours? We say that through the
hands, peace flows from me to you and back from you to me, that
through our hands healing occurs.”
The Japanese have a word, aware, which speaks to both the beauty
and pain of our lives, that sorrow is not a grief one forgets
or recovers from but is a burning, searing illumination of love
for the delicacy and strength of our relations.
Kenzaburo Oe writes in Hiroshima Notes, “Hiroshima is like a
nakedly exposed wound inflicted on all mankind. Like all wounds,
this one poses two potential outcomes: the hope of human
recovery, and the danger of fatal corruption.”
Shoko Itoh has just completed translating a newly found
manuscript of Henry David Thoreau, “The Dispersion of Seeds.”
She tells me how moved she is by his words, the import of his
ideas. “The one thing in the world, of value, is the active soul.
This every man is entitled to; this every man contains within
him, although in almost all men obstructed, and as yet unborn.”
If, as Shoko Itoh says, “all religions are born of light,” then
perhaps Hiroshima has given birth to a religion of peace. Aware.
The active soul.
It is my last night in Hiroshima. I must return to the banks of
the Motoyasu River. It is a fifteen-minute walk from where I am
staying. I quietly slip into the seam between neon lights and
darkness, finding my way along the crowded and noisy streets of
Hiroshima.
I enter the Peace Park and through moonlight see the skeleton
of the A-bomb dome, the ruins of the former Prefectural
Industrial Promotion Hall that now stands as a scaffolding and
a monument for our memory — that we must never forget what took
place here.
On August 6, 1945, the atomic bomb, “Little Boy,” was detonated
at an altitude of approximately 600 meters ... almost directly
over this hall. The explosion of this single bomb claimed the
lives of more than 200,000 people in a moment, and the city of
Hiroshima within a two-kilometer radius was turned to ashes.
Robert Lewis, a co-pilot of the Enola Gay, wrote in his log, “My
God, what have we done.” President Harry Truman declared to the
American people and the world that this was “a harnessing of the
basic power of the universe” by the United States, which had
“loosed it against those who brought war.” After a second atomic
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki on August 9, Japan surrendered.
World War II was over.
Fifty years ago, I say to myself as I continue walking through
the park — almost no time at all, almost nothing that stands in
this city is more than fifty years old except the land and the
rivers, who do not lie.
I walk down the granite stairs to the river bank. A part of me
is fearful, another part comforted. I take out a small candle I
have brought from home and secure it in the sand. I strike a
match, shield the flame with my hand and light the wick. The
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candle burns.
Every year on August 6, the families and individuals of
Hiroshima inscribe on paper lanterns the names of loved ones who
died as a result of the bomb. The lanterns are lit and set adrift
on the seven rivers of the city.
A crescent moon hangs above the Motoyasu River. I watch the
current. I close my eyes and offer my prayers.
WORLD WAR II
June 21, Wednesday, 1995: For the 1st time in a month, a food convoy reached Sarajevo.
Calling Hélène by Betsy Jolas, an orchestral transcription of a scene from her opera Schliemann, was
performed for the initial time, in San Francisco.
An exhibit at American University (“Constructing a Peaceful World: Beyond Hiroshima and Nagasaki”) will
display some of the artifacts that had been intended for the Smithsonian exhibit that was to feature the Enola
Gay (“2 Exhibits to Mark A-Bombings,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post, 6/21/95, D1).
WORLD WAR II
June 28, Wednesday, 1995: A proposal was made to paint temporary shadows on the wall of a post office, to
represent “the deadliest use of force in the history of man and anything that reminds people of their power, and
their cost, is a worthwhile endeavor” (“Allow WWII Memorial,” Chapel Hill Herald, 6/28/95, 4).
The “new” Enola Gay exhibit opened, and Heyman says the planned exhibit “provoked intense criticism from
World War II veterans and others, who stated that it portrayed the United States as the aggressor and the
Japanese as victims and reflected unfavorably on the valor and courage of American veterans.... The museum
changed its plan substantially, but the criticism persisted and led to my decision to replace that exhibition with
a simpler one.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

1996
January 5, Friday, 1996: Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama of Japan resigned.
The European Laboratory for Particle Physics announced that, during the previous September, a team of
scientists led by Walter Oelert had successfully produced 9 atoms of antimatter.
January 11, Thursday, 1996: Ryutaro Hashimoto replaced Tomiichi Murayama as Prime Minister of Japan.
March 27, Wednesday, 1996: Signing of the Sister River Agreement between the Potomac River, which flows
through Washington DC, and the Arakawa River, which originates on scenic Mt. Kobushi in the Saitama
Prefecture of Japan.
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1997: In Japan, the economic crisis intensified. Toyota introduced the Prius, the world’s first commercially
mass-produced hybrid automobile.
In the “Kyoto Protocol,” most countries of the world agreed on reducing the level of greenhouse-gas emissions
in order to avoid climate changes such as global warming. However, of course, not the United States of
America. (Since this point the globe has been growing warmer and warmer. President George W. Bush –for
whom is hasn’t gotten warm enough yet– would in March 2001 declare this protocol “dead.”

If we were blindsided by this development, we shouldn’t have been. Here I have graphically illustrated this by
means of a 3-part overlay. First I will show you a piece of Sociology — a representation of the “Overton
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Window” of human discourse in conjunction with a “Degrees of Acceptance” scale developed by Treviño:

Now, I will display to you an overlay that represents The Truth, whatever that is, about anthropogenic damage
being done to the ecosphere of the planet Earth:
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And finally I will present to you the above two graphic illustrations, overlaid in such manner as to display the
relationship in which our public search for the truth about anthropogenic damage must exist, in relation to the
range within which we obligate ourselves to constrain all democratic discourse:

Why is it that I am portraying Truth as entirely outside the range of things that we are ever going to allow
ourselves to discuss, or even so much as think about? Consider, if you will, that all of our present righteous
“Green Revolution” thinking is based upon 1.) our recognition of the problem, 2.) our persuasion of everyone
to voluntarily cooperate, and 3.) our ability to implement:

The difficulty is that 1.) there are in fact multiple simultaneous problems, only a few of which we are as yet
able to identify and none of which we are able to identify with sufficient certainty and clarity, 2.) since there
is only one atmosphere it would be necessary for everyone to fully cooperate and coordinate and we simply
cannot obtain wholehearted cooperation through any tactic of continually improving the rewards that are
available for some of us to stonewall and play stupid and pretend and cheat, 3.) implementation of anything
effective would require a complete abandonment of all our hopes to find our way out of our problems through
further growth and improvement, whereas all the mental attitudes we have been accumulating through all of
our recorded human history have been based on such an agenda of more and more growth, and therefore 4.)
no resolution is within the range of the possible. To resolve this green danger we would need 1st to abandon
all our present agendas of discussion and agreement, forsaking every presently acceptable form of human
government, in some manner establish instead a totalitarian autocracy which would need to be not only
worldwide but also utterly ruthless, while being entirely immune to all periodic regime change. We would need
to create an arbitrary but inflexible Impact Maximum, something that might perhaps amount to “no
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15,000,001st human being will ever be allowed to be alive at any given time on this planet in any generation
of our future existence as a species.” Even that would not be enough, for this would need to be accomplished
within a repressive regime that will place a necessarily broad hedge around any environmentally impactive
stupid decision, or environmentally impactive engineering miscalculation, or environmentally impactive war
tactic and weaponry, to which we may fall gullible in any generation of any millennium of our collective
future.
I’m sorry about the way things are, I truly am. What we would create by implementing the above agenda would
amount to a Heaven on earth indistinguishable from Hell on earth. I would not want to be alive, and I would
not want my children to be alive, in any world that has arrived at such a culmination.
However, if you are one of those who suppose that Truth must lie within the range of things that we are ever
going to allow ourselves to discuss or even so much as think about, then it is clear: you are hopelessly
mistaken. That is simply not the manner in which we allow or ever will allow our public discourse to function,
and for good and sufficient reason. The truth happens to be hopeless and nothing hopeless can ever be tolerable
in our public discourse. Anything truly hopeless is of necessity entirely and always outside all consideration,
simply because consideration requires energy investment and hopelessness intercepts that requisite energy.
The only attitudes we will ever have debates about are attitudes which are fully constrained within our current
paradigm-for-all-Green-discussion, “we may have placed ourselves in the greatest danger, and yet, our
situation is not yet entirely hopeless.” To give up all hope is to abandon all conversation with others, for not
only will no others ever again enter into conversation with us but also, no one will ever again so much as be
able to listen to us and hear us, or be able retain a trace of a recollection of what was said. Your mouth will be
flapping open and shut, but soundlessly. When you listen for an echo you will note that no echo.
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March 11, Tuesday, 1997: Bashkim Muhamet Fino replaced Aleksandër Gabriel Meksi as Prime Minister of
Albania.
Hugo David Weisgall died from injuries suffered in a fall, in North Shore Hospital, Manhasset, New York,
at the age of 84.
At least 35 workers were contaminated with minor radiation after a fire and explosion occurred at a
reprocessing plant at Tokaimura, Japan northwest of Tokyo.

CLOSE CALLS

1997

Soldiers in Georgia, Russia were found to be suffering radiation poisoning and burns.
These would eventually be traced back to training sources that had been abandoned,
forgotten and unlabeled, upon the dissolution of the Soviet Union — one such source
was a pellet of Caesium-137 unnoticed in a pocket of a shared jacket, which was
found to be emitting radiation at about 130,000 times background levels to a distance
of 1 meter (since this Caesium-137 has a half-life in excess of 30 years, it’s not to
mess with).
Leningrad worker Sergei Kharitonov displayed photographs of cracked walls and
groundwater seepage at a nuclear power plant waste storage facility and attested that
“for years” the plant has been dumping about 300 liters of contaminated water per
year into the Gulf of Finland.

March 11, 1997

At least 35 workers were contaminated with minor radiation after a fire and explosion
occurred at a nuclear fuel reprocessing plant at Tokaimura, Japan. Radiation was discharged into the atmosphere.

June 17, 1997

For the 25th time in the history of the nuclear agenda, this time at the Sarov
(Arzamas-16) facility in Russia, some fissile material unexpectedly went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, the final stage before an atomic explosion.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
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June 17, Tuesday, 1997: In cooperation with the United States National Arboretum, cuttings were taken from
the documented surviving Japanese Yoshino cherry trees from the 1912 shipment to Washington DC in order
to ensure preservation of the trees’ genetic lineage. The trees resulting from these cuttings will used for
replacement plantings, to preserve the genetic heritage of the grove.

For the 25th time in the history of the nuclear agenda, this time at the Sarov (Arzamas-16) facility in Russia,
some fissile material unexpectedly went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, the final stage before an
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atomic explosion.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

CLOSE CALLS
March 11, 1997

At least 35 workers were contaminated with minor radiation after a fire and explosion
occurred at a nuclear fuel reprocessing plant at Tokaimura, Japan. Radiation was discharged into the atmosphere.

June 17, 1997

For the 25th time in the history of the nuclear agenda, this time at the Sarov
(Arzamas-16) facility in Russia, some fissile material unexpectedly went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, the final stage before an atomic explosion.

June 18, 1999

During an inspection at the nuclear power plant in Shika, Japan, the staff was tasked
to perform an emergency control rod insertion on Unit 1. They were to insert a rod
into the reactor. The procedure was performed improperly and instead of a rod being
inserted, 3 were withdrawn. The reactor was critical for the following 15 minutes (this
was covered up in the records and would not be known until March 15, 2007).

Not to worry, however, for in the more than half century of our nuclear era there have been only a couple of
dozen such incidents that we know of. We are told that a full A-bomb nuclear-weapon-like blast is a real
engineering success story and very difficult to create, and therefore it is really really unlikely that any such
prompt-criticality incident will ever produce a full A-bomb nuclear weapon-like blast without our really
having intended for that to happen (even at Chernobyl the molten “corium” stuff in the “Elephant’s Foot”
formation in the basement failed to go off like a bomb). Just about the worst thing that might happen in a
prompt-criticality situation is that the nuclear material in question goes off like what one might term a big
“dirty” bomb –which is not at all in the same ballpark in terms of blast-effect although it is in the same
ballpark in terms of contamination-effect– except that we must bear in mind that at the Fukushima Daiichi site,
unfortunately, there are some 2,000 tons of such materials available within a few thousands of yards, in the 6
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reactor cores and 7 cooling pools.
WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.
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1998: 38,000,000 new vehicles were sold worldwide (4,500,000 workers, revenues of $1,500,000,000).
Of these vehicles a very large proportion were of Japanese manufacture.
Professor Emeritus Frederick Campbell Crews’s UNAUTHORIZED FREUD: DOUBTERS CONFRONT A LEGEND,
an anthology of criticism of the writings of Sigmund Freud. When the author was asked whether he was ready
to give up on Freudian psychoanalysis, he responded: “After almost twenty years of explaining and illustrating
the same basic critique, I will just refer interested parties to SKEPTICAL ENGAGEMENTS, THE MEMORY WARS,
and UNAUTHORIZED FREUD.”
Peter J. Swales’s most spectacular claim in the pages of The New Republic and elsewhere was that Sigmund
Freud not only impregnated his sister-in-law Minna Bernays and then arranged for her to have an abortion, but
also encoded this entire sordid affair as a fictitious case history. That sort of tabloid journalism to the side,
Swales was able to convincingly demonstrate that this researcher had consistently misrepresented the
outcomes of the treatments on the basis of which he had originated his psychoanalytic theories. A survey of
all 43 of the treatments on which information has survived demonstrates that Freud had been utterly consistent
in ignoring his own rules for how to conduct an analysis.
Ron Rosenbaum, in EXPLAINING HITLER: THE SEARCH FOR THE ORIGINS OF HIS EVIL, made a truly unique
gesture toward good humor by taking us on an omnibus tour of the more outré theories about Führer Adolf
Hitler. How about his having had an abusive father? Had he been too close to his mother? Did he have a Jewish
grandfather? Was all this an undiagnosed case of encephalitis? Had the young man contracted syphilis from a
Jewish prostitute? Had he blamed a Jewish doctor for his mother’s death? Did he have only a single testicle?
Had he been the unfortunate subject of a wayward hypnosis treatment? Maybe he was a deeply closeted gay
guy! Had he harbored coprophilic fantasies about his niece? Had his mind been addled by drugs? Was this all
due to his having briefly attended the same Linz school as Ludwig Wittgenstein? Rosenbaum critiqued what
he referred to as a “lost safe-deposit box” mentality, a mentality that might give rise to some fantasy such as
by diligent sleuthing to resolve historical mystery, in one Sherlockian cocktail-party moment.
GERMANY
February 22, Sunday, 1998: The 18th Winter Olympic Games closed in Nagano, Japan. In 16 days of
competition, 2,176 athletes from 72 countries had participated.
Iraq and the United Nations reached agreement that gave UN weapons inspectors full access to Iraqi weapons
strikes. The deal was brokered by the personal intervention of Secretary General Kofi Annan.
A 1961 internal investigation by the CIA of the Bay of Pigs invasion laid the blame for the debacle squarely
on the agency itself, citing arrogance and incompetence.
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March 11, Wednesday, 1998: Officials raided the Bank of Japan in Tokyo and arrested Yasuyuki Yoshizawa,
the head of its capital markets division. Bank Governor Yasuo Matsushita resigned.
A 3-judge court in Manisa, Turkey acquitted 10 police officers of torturing and sexually abusing 14 teenagers.
The 14 were members of a leftist political organization
The only outside aid agency in Kosovo, the International Committee of the Red Cross, pulled its personnel out
of the region after repeated death threats.
The ruling center/left coalition of Danish Social Democratic Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen won a
narrow victory in national elections that he had been expected to lose. Several recounts would be necessary.
Former dictator of Chile Augusto Pinochet Ugarte was sworn in as a Senator for life. As he appeared on the
Senate floor, other Senators held up pictures of people “disappeared” during his dictatorship. Conservatives
protected him and fisticuffs developed.
Thinking big thoughts in the cover story “Back From Chaos” in the March issue of Atlantic Monthly, E.O.
Wilson examined the general trend of Western intellectual history since the Enlightenment and forecast an
emerging synthesis between scientific and humanitarian thought. This, he offered, would represent the triumph
of human achievement and a defense against the recurring forces of barbarism. He offered that
Transcendentalism had been more open to science than any corresponding movement of the times in Europe,
and instanced Thoreau as having been the most accurate of these American Transcendentalists. (They been
“radical individualists who rejected the overwhelmingly commercial nature of American society than came to
prevail during the Jacksonian era. They envisioned a spiritual universe built entirely within their personal
ethos. They were nevertheless more congenial to science that their European counterparts — witness the many
accurate natural-history observations in FAITH IN A SEED and other writings by Thoreau.”) He consigned
“unrestrained Romanticism” to the same ignominious future role as postmodernism (which he takes ignorantly
to be a new variant of solipsism): that of providing rare flashes of illumination, comfort for the scientifically
illiterate, employment for irrelevant scholars, and sparring partners for the scientists, who are proponents of
“organized knowledge.” In the future, in a process of “consilience,” he predicts that natural scientists will share
the enterprise of culture with the humanities (particularly, with the creative arts).
“Scientists have power by virtue of the respect
commanded by the discipline. We may therefore be sorely
tempted to misuse that power in furthering a personal
prejudice or social goal — why not provide that extra
oomph by extending the umbrella of science over a
personal preference in ethics or politics?”
— Stephen Jay Gould
BULLY FOR BRONTOSAURUS
NY: Norton, 1991, page 429

EVOLUTIONARY ETHICS
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March 12, Thursday, 1998: Yoshio Sugiyama, an official with the Japanese Ministry of Finance, hanged
himself in his Tokyo apartment in the midst of a widespread investigation of bribery in the Japanese banking
industry and government.
A report from the American Cancer Society, the National Cancer Institute, and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention indicated that between 1990 and 1995, new cancer cases had declined. This was the initial such
decrease since we began to collect such statistics during the 1930s.
Scientists at the Keck Observatory in Hawaii announced that they had been able to image a galaxy in the
constellation Triangulum, that is 12,200,000,000 light years away — the furthest from Earth of any object we
have as yet viewed.
June 5, Friday, 1998: An international team of scientists led by Yoji Totsuka of the Kamioka Neutrino
Observatory in Japan announced that they had established that neutrinos have mass.
“Meteorite,” an underground, interactive museum, opened in Essen. The electronic, computer interactive
music for the space was developed by Tod Machover.
A La Esperanza for soprano and organ by Thea Musgrave to words of Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz (translated by
the composer) was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(Lincoln, Massachusetts)
________________________________________________________________
For Immediate Release
June 5, 1998 REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT, THE FIRST LADY, AND DON HENLEY IN VIDEO
CONVERSATION WITH STUDENTS
The Thoreau Center
Lincoln, Massachusetts
4:34 P.M. EDT
Q What do Thoreau’s writings and Walden Woods mean to you?
THE PRESIDENT: To me they mean two things. First, when I was very young and was first exposed to
Thoreau’s writings, he crystallized the feelings that I had when I was in nature and awakened in me a sense of
profound obligation to respect and to preserve the natural environment. The second thing that impressed me
about Thoreau from the very beginning is how much he learned about himself and about human nature and
society by living apart from it for a while, how much, in effect, he learned about life by being a solitary person
living alone for an extended period of time.
It made a huge impression on me because most people wouldn’t think that you could learn that much about
life living alone. But when I saw what he wrote about solitude, for example, he persuaded me that you could
learn quite a lot.
MR. HENLEY: Thoreau, for me, when I first came to him in my early twenties, helped me discover several
things. One of those things was a sense of spirituality and the spirituality that exists in nature. He helped me
to see my hometown and the surroundings of my hometown with new eyes. He also gave me a sense of place
and made me realize that the woods around my hometown were much like the woods in many other places
around the world. Thoreau said, I have traveled much in Concord. And by that he meant that he was able to
find the universal in the particular.
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MRS. CLINTON: I also appreciated very much Thoreau’s emphasis on the importance of nature and nature’s
continuing gifts to all of us, which make us obligated to ensure that those gifts are available for people in the
future. In many ways, Thoreau is one of our founding fathers of our environmental movement in the United
States, because he inspired many, many young people to think seriously about what each of us should do to
preserve the environment in which we live.
(A gift is presented to the President and Mrs. Clinton.)
THE PRESIDENT: I would just like to say that I very much appreciate the work that you’re doing at the
Institute to teach the Russian children about the environment and how we have to preserve it. Most adults in
all industrial countries were raised to believe that in order to have a strong economy you have to destroy part
of the environment, and we have to change that. We have to raise a whole generation of young people who
believe that the only way to preserve the economy over the long run is to take care of the environment. And if
we all work at it together, we’ll be successful.
Q I think, Mr. President, that we can not only be hopeful that everything will be the way you said right now,
but we can be positive that it is going to be like that in the future. Spacibo.
END 4:45 P.M. EDT
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT GRAND OPENING OF THE THOREAU INSTITUTE
Walden Woods
Lincoln, Massachusetts
5:30 P.M. EDT
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Well, we’ve been here a long time in this beautiful setting, and if Thoreau were
here, he would say we need more silence and less talk. But I have immensely enjoyed what has been said.
Senator Kerry has been a consistent, devoted supporter of the environment, and he was profoundly eloquent
about it today. Senator Kennedy has worked so hard for projects like this one for so long now, but he has a way
of telling a personal story that brings home to people who might not otherwise be engaged the importance of
the moment.
You know, I thought I’d get a few browny points for coming here and saying, because of his work here I gave
Don Henley the National Humanities Medal last year. But that’s nothing compared to Ted Kennedy coming
here and calling him the big fish and the distant drummer at the same time.
(Laughter and applause.)
I would very much like to thank all the people who Don mentioned. I know Ed Begley Jr. and Tony Bennett
were on before -- they’ve been good friends of ours. I thank Jimmy Buffett and Joe Walsh and all the musicians
and other friends of Don who have helped. I thank you, Kathi, for your magnificent work. And I’m grateful to
the National Endowment for the Humanities for supporting this project. And I thank you all for clapping when
we said we weren’t going to let it be done away with, along with the NEA.
(Applause.)
I’d like to recognize two people who aren’t here today, but who played an important role in getting this
endeavor off the ground with Don -- the late Paul Tsongas and the late Michael Kennedy. Thank you, to them.
(Applause.)
Hillary and I got to walk a little along the path coming down here today. It’s very frustrating being where we
are now because back when we had real lives, we used to walk in the woods a lot. (Laughter.) And so to be
able to come here and only be able to walk 200 yards so that our friends with the cameras could at least get a
good picture so the American people could get a real feel for the magnificent work that’s been done here, it
winds up almost being more real to them than it is to us sometimes. (Laughter.) But it was enough just to see
what moved Thoreau to move here on July 4, 1845, so that he could live deeply and deliberately.
In a way, he was engaging in his own experiment in independence, in the finest tradition of American
citizenship. A lot of you know that Thoreau was a friend of Emerson, who talked about our Revolution as the
shot heard ‘round the world. In many ways, Thoreau’s sojourn here at Walden was also a shot heard ‘round
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the world. And it continues to echo today. That’s why, as Hillary said, we have to, all of us, support saving it,
along with our other national treasures.
I want to reiterate something Don said in a rather delicate, soft, Southern fashion -- they need more money
hear. (Laughter.) And since we’ll probably be on television, if anyone within the sound of my voice -(laughter) -- whoever read Thoreau, who was ever inspired by his writings and what he stood for -- we have
to raise a $12 million endowment and pay off a construction loan -- send a check. You’ll be proud you did.
Thank you.
(Laughter and applause.)
Well, let me get back to the point I mentioned. Thoreau has echoed over the decades and now more than a
century. And what do we have to learn from him and what does it mean in 21st century terms? First, we have
to live in harmony with nature. What does that mean? That’s one thing for one guy living on a pond -- you’ve
got 260 million people in this country; they can’t do that. What does it mean?
For us, it means that we have to completely give up the notion that we can only grow our economy if we
destroy the environment and we’ll just do it little by little. We have to learn a whole new way of thinking so
that we grow our economy by improving the environment and living in greater harmony with ourselves here
in this country and around the world. It is a fundamental insight that Americans of all political factions, all
backgrounds, all walks of life must embrace.
(Applause.)
Second, in an era where for the first time in history more people on the globe live under governments of their
own choosing than do not, the first time ever a majority of people live under governments of their own
choosing, it is well to remember that oppression still lives in the world and that there is a great deal of tension
and, as the good book says, wars and rumors of war. We must not forget both the power and moral superiority
of civil disobedience over violence in the face of injustice.
As Hillary said, Dr. King, Gandhi, Mandela, all were moved by the insights of Thoreau. We must not forget
that today. We must not forget for a moment the value of self-reliance; nor must we forget the fact that Thoreau
came here and wrote about solitude, that he learned more about his fellow human beings and the proper
relations among people from his solitude because if he had too much contact with other people, he thought you
came to take too much for granted and frittered too much away. We must be both self-reliant and
interdependent. And that is a lesson that Thoreau learned that we can learn from him today. And in a world
that is getting smaller and smaller and smaller, it is a very important lesson, indeed.
Finally -- I love this quote so I want to close with it. We have to understand that in a fundamental moral way
we are interconnected not only with nature, but with all other people, and that any attempt to define ourselves
in a way that elevates us at someone else’s expense -- any effort anywhere in the world by people to put
themselves in a group that can only succeed if they’re putting someone else down is wrong and, in this world,
unaffordable.
Listen to what Thoreau said. “Let us settle ourselves and work and wedge our feet downward through the mud
and slush of prejudice and delusion till we come to a hard bottom and rocks in place which we can call reality.”
It is a great mistake to think this man was just a dreamer. Like all truly wise people, he understood that altruism
was the ultimate form of enlightened self-interest; that no one can pursue self-interest and material things
devoid of a heart or a spirit.
Today we still have a whole lot of “mud and slush of prejudice and delusion” in this and every other society.
With all our prosperity we still can’t afford it; there is too much to be done.
So let us hope and pray that Walden Pond will flourish. Let us hope and pray that people will come to these
woods forever from now on, to learn not only more about themselves and their relationship with nature, but
the proper order of human society and the responsibility of every citizen to preserve it. If that happens, Don
Henley and all of his cohorts will have given an astounding gift to America’s future.
Thank you and God bless you.
(Applause.)
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Our national birthday, Saturday the 4th of July, 1998: Florida had been experiencing its worst wildfire season
in half a century. Under the circumstances, many towns across Florida, and also Disney World, found it
prudent to cancel their scheduled firework displays.
For the 136th time the Battle of Gettysburg was enacted (for the 135th time using black powder but not lead).
In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as had become traditional, some progeny of signers of the Declaration of
Independence were allowed to tap gently a total of 13 times on the Liberty Bell (this tradition began ’way back
in 1963).
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
Japan launched “Planet-B,” an unmanned space probe, from Kagoshima on the island of Kyushu, intended to
go into orbit around Mars.
China and Kazakhstan agreed on their common border.
In Hamburg, Alfred Schnittke suffered a 5th stroke.
July 13, Monday, 1998: Ryutaro Hashimoto resigned as Prime Minister of Japan and President of the Liberal
Democratic Party following election losses in the House of Councillors.
Former Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi was convicted in Milan of giving 22,000,000,000 lire to the
Socialist Party and to Bettino Craxi, who was prime minister at the time. He was sentenced to 2 years and 4
months in prison and fined 10,000,000,000 lire. Craxi, in Tunisia, was convicted in absentia.
Harrison’s Clocks for piano by Harrison Birtwistle was performed completely for the initial time, in
Cheltenham.
July 30, Thursday, 1998: Keizo Obuchi replaced Ryutaro Hashimoto as Prime Minister of Japan.
December 13, Sunday, 1998: The Japanese government took over the insolvent Nippon Credit Bank Ltd.
Voters in Puerto Rico decided to preserve their current status with the United States of America.
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1999
March 2, Tuesday, 1999: When Friend Floyd Schmoe was interviewed on the 100th birthday of Mount
Rainier National Park, his comment was that he would rather talk about his service to peace around the world
and proudly displayed the flashily gilded and enameled medal that Emperor Hirohito had given him in
recognition of his work in Japan. A YEAR IN PARADISE was being reissued in paperback by his Seattle
publisher, The Mountaineers.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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May 20, Thursday, 1999: The Japanese translation of Iris Chang’s historically accurate treatise on the events
which had transpired at the city of Nanking, China shortly after its occupation by Japanese forces during World
War II, THE RAPE OF NANKING, which had been published in English in 1997, a translation being prepared by
Basic Books, had to be canceled — because of the extreme nature of threats the corporation was receiving from
various groups in Japan.

Massimo D’Antona, an assistant to Italian Labor Minister Antonio Bassolino, was shot and killed in Rome.
Three different groups claimed responsibility.
A student opened fire at a high school in Conyers, Georgia, injuring 6. He then surrendered to school
authorities.
The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that homosexuals may sue for spousal support.
September 2, Thursday/3, Friday, 1999: Judgement Day was to be on September 2d or 3d, according to the
Japanese doomsday cult Aum Shinrikyo. Only members of Aum were to survive. –Thankfully, no sarin gas
attacks occurred.
HERE COME DA JUDGE!
September 30, Thursday, 1999: Masato Yokoyama, a member of Aum Shinrikyo, was sentenced to death for
his part in the release of nerve gas into the Tokyo subway system in 1995, that had resulted in 12 deaths.
Beyond Autumn for horn and orchestra by Joseph Schwantner was performed for the first time, in Eugene
McDermott Concert Hall, Dallas.
Russia began to reoccupy Chechnya.
At an uranium reprocessing facility in Tokaimura, Japan, the JCO Fuel Fabrication Plant, workers put a uranyl
nitrate solution into a precipitation tank not designed for this and produced a critical event in which 55 workers
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were overdosed (a couple of whom would die).312

CLOSE CALLS
June 18, 1999

During an inspection at the nuclear power plant in Shika, Japan, the staff was tasked
to perform an emergency control rod insertion on Unit 1. They were to insert a rod
into the reactor. The procedure was performed improperly and instead of a rod being
inserted, 3 were withdrawn. The reactor was critical for the following 15 minutes (this
was the 26th criticality in the history of the nuclear agenda but was covered up in the
records and would not be known until March 15, 2007).

September 30, 1999

At the Tokaimura uranium reprocessing facility in Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan, workers
caused a 27th criticality that killed 2 of them and exposed others to excessive radiation.

December 27, 1999

An unexpectedly strong storm flooded a nuclear power plant at Blayais, France,
damaging injection pumps and containment safety systems and forcing emergency
shutdown.

For the 26th time in the history of the nuclear agenda, fissile material had unexpectedly gone beyond criticality
into prompt-criticality, the final stage before an atomic explosion.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Not to worry, however, for in the more than half century of our nuclear era there have been only a couple of
dozen such incidents that we know of. We are told that a full A-bomb nuclear-weapon-like blast is a real
engineering success story and very difficult to create, and therefore it is really really unlikely that any such
prompt-criticality incident will ever produce a full A-bomb nuclear weapon-like blast without our really
having intended for that to happen (even at Chernobyl the molten “corium” stuff in the “Elephant’s Foot”

312. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so
far at least– there hasn’t been a single atomic blast! Cross your fingers.
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formation in the basement failed to go off like a bomb).

Just about the worst thing that might happen in a prompt-criticality situation is that the nuclear material in
question goes off like what one might term a big “dirty” bomb –which is not at all in the same ballpark in
terms of blast-effect although it is in the same ballpark in terms of contamination-effect– except that we must
bear in mind that at the Fukushima Daiichi site, unfortunately, there are some 2,000 tons of such materials
available within a few thousands of yards, in the six reactor cores and seven cooling pools.
I am unable myself to do the calculation. In a worst-case Fukushima Daiichi excursion, if there were a promptcriticality in a melt pile of corium and there were enough fissile materials, closely assembled enough, to
generate the sort of protoatomic blast that the test engineers denominate a “fizzle,” what would then happen
in the fireball, with some 2,000 tons of fissile materials in the immediate area of said fireball? Would the shock
waves traveling through that fireball reassemble fissile materials into the geometry necessary for further
prompt-criticality to sparkle? Would this convert enough mass into energy to create MOADB, the mother of
all dirty bombs? Would that be enough to sterilize the northern hemisphere? Certainly I cannot calculate this,
certainly I do not know the answer. The only thing of which I am certain is that, the over-riding concern being
to prevent panic, we are not really being told by our government or by our corporations what the worst-case
scenario for Fukushima Daiichi is. When we are being presented, in the public media, with supposed worstcase scenarios — the purpose of all that overt honesty and openness is merely to distract us from what really
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is the worst-case scenario (whatever that might be).
WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.

November 15, Sunday, 1999: Fifty trees propagated from the 1400+ year old “Usuzumi” Cherry growing in
the village of Itasho Neo, in Gifu Prefecture of Japan, were planted in West Potomac Park of Washington DC.
It is said that the 26th Emperor Keitai of Japan planted the tree 1500 years ago to celebrate his ascension to
the throne. The “Usuzumi” tree was declared a National Treasure of Japan in 1922.

Representatives of China and the United States of America signed an historic trade treaty in Beijing reduceing
obstacles to imports and foreign investment in return for backing China’s entry into the World Trade
Organization.
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21ST CENTURY
2000
April 5, Wednesday, 2000: Yoshiro Mori replaced Mikio Aoki as Prime Minister of Japan.
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2001: In Japan, the reformist Junichiro Koizumi was nominated prime minister by the ruling coalition in an
attempt to fight the decade-long stagnation.
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2001: At a primary school in Osaka, Mamoru Takuma killed 8 children.
The US Air Force would posted a “disinformation alert” on the internet asserting that the US military in this
year destroyed its entire stock of napalm bombs. That in fact did in this year occur — in the sense that the US
military, moving right along with more effective forms of incendiary gels, did destroy its obsolete burninducing munitions, replacing them with more up-to-date, more catastrophic forms of incendiary gels, ones
that no longer made use either of the NApthenic or of the PALMitic acid that had originally supplied this
Harvard-invented material with the name “NA-PALM.” Their new forms of incendiary gel were called, not
“napalm,” but “NP2” (a mixture of 21% benzene, 33% gasoline, and 46% polystyrene) and the “MK-77
firebomb,” and were no longer referred to by the military as “napalm,” except informally. Disinformation
indeed! Most of the material dispersed so freely in the Vietnam War (hundreds of thousands of tons of it) and
referred to at the time as napalm had, for instance, been not the original Harvard napalm but instead the
improved NP2. When, for instance, in Francis Ford Coppola’s 1979 film “Apocalypse Now,” Airmobile
Infantry Lieutenant Colonel Bill Kilgore (portrayed by Robert Duvall) was made to assert “I love the smell of
napalm in the morning.... It smells like ... victory,” he would have been referring not to the smell of burning
napalm, since this was no longer in use, but to the smell of burning NP2 or in soldier talk “super-napalm.”

Platoon Cadence Call: “Napalm Sticks to Kids”
We shoot the sick, the young, the lame,
We do our best to maim,
Because the kills all count the same,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Chorus: Napalm sticks to kids,
Napalm sticks to kids.
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Flying low across the trees,
Pilots doing what they please,
Dropping frags on refugees,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Goods in the open, making hay,
But I can hear the gunships say,
“There’ll be no Chieu Hoi today,”
Napalm sticks to kids.
See those farmers over there,
Watch me get them with a pair,
Blood and guts just everywhere,
Napalm sticks to kids.
I’ve only seen it happen twice,
But both times it was mighty nice,
Shooting peasants planting rice,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Napalm, son, is lots of fun,
Dropped in a bomb or shot from a gun,
It gets the gooks when on the run,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Drop some napalm on a farm,
It won’t do them any harm,
Just burn off their legs and arms,
Napalm sticks to kids.
CIA with guns for hire,
Montagnards around a fire,
Napalm makes the fire go higher,
Napalm sticks to kids.
I’ve been told it’s not so neat,
To catch gooks burning in the street,
But burning flesh, it smells to sweet,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Children sucking on a mother’s tit,
Wounded gooks down in a pit,
Dow Chemical doesn’t give a shit,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Bombardiers don’t care a bit,
Just as long as the pieces fit,
When you stuff the bodies in a pit,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Eighteen kids in a No Fire Zone,
Rooks under arms and going home,
Last in line goes home alone,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Chuck in a sampan, sitting in the stern,
They don’t think their boats will burn,
Those damn gooks will never learn,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Cobras flying in the sun,
Killing gooks is lots of fun,
Get one pregnant and it’s two for one,
Napalm sticks to kids.
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Shoot civilians where they sit,
Take some pictures as you split,
All your life you’ll remember it,
Napalm sticks to kids.
NVA are all hard core,
Flechettes never are a bore,
Throw those PSYOPS out the door,
Napalm sticks to kids.
Gather kids as you fly over town,
By throwing candy on the ground,
Then grease ’em when they gather ’round,
Napalm sticks to kids.

March 2001: In 1997 in Kyoto, a number of nations had agreed to a protocol for controlling global warming.
Since then the globe has been growing warmer and warmer. President Bush –for whom is still hasn’t gotten
warm enough– at this point declared this protocol to be “dead.”

done like a turkey
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2002: The United States and Vietnam signed a memorandum of understanding that specified future
collaborative research on the human health and environmental effects of Agent Orange and dioxin, as well as
creating a Joint Advisory Committee to oversee such collaboration. Following the conference the US National
Institute of Environmental and Health Sciences would begin scientific exchanges between the US and Vietnam
and discussions for a joint research project on the human health impacts of Agent Orange.
From this year into 1005, some 400 trees propagated from the surviving trees from the 1912 donation by Japan
would be being planted around Washington DC, to ensure that the genetic lineage of the original trees would
be preserved.

Dr. Daniel Ellsberg’s SECRETS: A MEMOIR OF VIETNAM AND THE PENTAGON PAPERS.
Eileen Welsome’s THE PLUTONIUM FILES: AMERICA’S SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS IN THE COLD WAR
(New York: Dial Press reprint of 1999 publication of 1994 research for which she had received the Pulitzer
Prize).
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

Looking Back in Anger

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON
In the 1970s, Americans might well have wondered if they were
captive to a cadre of lunatic research doctors. Throughout the
decade, disclosures of strange experiments conducted on
unwitting citizens by their own government popped up with
unnerving regularity.
The initial revelation came in 1972. A press report disclosed
that during the previous 40 years, the US Public Health Service
had systematically studied 600 syphilitic black men. Centered
in Tuskegee, Alabama, the study involved denying treatment to
400 of them so that Public Health Service doctors could observe
the course of their illness. Several died from complications of
syphilis, clueless that they had been in an experiment concocted
by their amiable health care providers.
Public anger about the callousness of the study was intensified
by its racist overtones. The project and its sponsors were
castigated, and institutions around the country that sponsored
human subject experiments began to establish panels to review
their safety and ethics.
Meanwhile, reports about other disquieting experiments began to
surface. Two years after the Tuskegee story, the public learned
that during the 1950s Central Intelligence Agency researchers
had slipped mind-altering substances into the drinks of
unsuspecting victims to watch the effects. The drugs sometimes
induced psychotic episodes that in at least one case led to a
victim’s death.
In 1976 came a news story about an odd Army program. From 1949
to 1969, scientists had conducted biological warfare tests by
releasing bacteria and chemicals from sprayers, automobiles, and
airplanes over American cities and states. During that 20-year
period, millions of citizens were unknowingly breathing in the
Army’s test agents. The purpose was to see whether the
microorganisms would spread and survive and whether the country
would be vulnerable to an attack with lethal germs.
Army spokesmen contended that the test bacteria, which included
Serratia marcescens, were harmless. But they evidently ignored
reports that had appeared in the medical literature years before
the tests indicating that the bacteria were dangerous to people
in weakened conditions. Indeed, a 1950 Army test in San
Francisco should by itself have been a show-stopper. Three days
after the city was blanketed with Serratia bacteria, patients
at a local hospital began coming down with Serratia infections.
Eleven patients were infected, one of whom died. Yet Army
scientists continued to spray citizens with so-called harmless
bacteria for the next 19 years.
All these revelations appeared not long after people discovered
they may have been at risk from the country’s nuclear weapons
programs. The United States, the Soviet Union, and several other
countries had agreed in 1963 to ban aboveground nuclear testing
because radiation poisons could travel far beyond the test
sites. Before the ban, more than 500 bombs had been exploded
outdoors, mostly by the two superpowers. In the process,
millions of people were exposed to radioactivity that increased
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their risk of cancer. People who lived downwind from the sites
were particularly vulnerable. So were thousands of American
troops who in the 1950s were made to drill in radiation-filled
environments after nuclear explosions.
Eileen Welsome’s THE PLUTONIUM FILES deals with radiation-related
experiences and experiments. But her uncompromising brief
against government, scientific, and medical officials who ran
the radiation programs echoes earlier criticisms by others of
Tuskegee, the CIA, and the Army germ warfare tests. Her interest
in the subject began in the late 1980s. While reporting for the
Albuquerque Tribune, she came upon Army documents indicating
that at the dawn of the Atomic Age humans had been injected with
plutonium to learn how much their bodies retained. She obtained
more documents and tracked down survivors, family members, and
officials. Her findings led to a series of Tribune articles in
November 1993 about the plutonium experiments.
Those articles were something of an epiphany for then-Secretary
of Energy Hazel O’Leary, whose department guarded mounds of
classified documents about long-ago radiation tests. That
inventory included information about experiments under the
department’s predecessor agency, the Atomic Energy Commission,
and before that the Manhattan Project, which produced the first
atomic bomb in 1945.
A month after Welsome’s articles appeared, O’Leary announced
that she was “appalled and shocked” about the plutonium
injections. President Bill Clinton then ordered federal agencies
to open all records on human radiation experiments, and he
appointed an Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments
to review the matter. The committee learned that hundreds of
tests had been conducted. Thousands of documents and interviews
later, the committee’s 1995 report empathized with the many
people who had been victimized by “arrogance and paternalism on
the part of government officials and the biomedical community.”
Welsome is most effective when describing the poor, often
uneducated souls who were unwitting guinea pigs. One subject’s
daughter lamented that telling her father that he was injected
with plutonium “would be like telling him he was injected with
ice cream.” Names and addresses were hard to come by because
identities were buried in anonymous aggregates or referred to
by code.
But her sleuthing identified a subject called “CAL-1” as Albert
Stevens, then a 58-year-old house painter who had moved from
Ohio to California in the 1920s in search of a better climate
for his asthmatic wife. In 1945, diagnosed with cancer, he was
injected with plutonium days before portions of his liver and
spleen were removed. He had no idea he was part of a radiation
experiment even as his urine and stools were collected to
measure their plutonium concentrations. The medical insult to
Stevens was compounded when analysis of his removed tissues
showed no signs of cancer, just inflammation from a gastric
ulcer.
No less dismaying was what happened to “CAL-3.” That was Elmer
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Allen, who in 1947 was a 36-year-old railroad porter whose leg
was scheduled for amputation. Doctors injected plutonium into
his presumably cancerous leg. After surgery the leg was packaged
off to a laboratory for plutonium measurements. Neither Stevens
nor Allen nor the 16 other subjects injected with plutonium
between 1945 and 1947 knew the real purpose of the injections.
Nor, a few years later, did the 74 boys at the Fernald school
for retarded and troubled children in Massachusetts know they
were eating radioactive elements in their oatmeal. Nor did 829
pregnant women know that the “nutrition” cocktails they were
drinking at a Tennessee prenatal clinic were laced with
radioactive iron. The doctors in charge never let on that the
purpose was to measure the amount of radioactive materials
absorbed by their bodies.
Most of the radiation experiments, though not all, seem to have
caused no ill effects. Welsome herself acknowledges that the
small amounts of radioactive materials used in the majority of
experiments “probably caused no harm.” When she caught up with
Elmer Allen’s widow in 1992, she learned that he had died the
year before from complications of pneumonia at 80. Still, Mrs.
Allen spoke touchingly of how her husband had been exploited.
“It just gives me a better view of how people will do you when
they feel like you don’t know better,” she said.
But Welsome also reviews a horror project in which subjects knew
they would suffer radiation injury. Between 1963 and 1971, 131
men in Oregon and Washing-ton prisons underwent radiation of
their testicles in experiments sponsored by the Atomic Energy
Commission. The commissioners wanted to learn how much radiation
would permanently damage sperm cells. Volunteers received $5 a
month while in the program, up to $25 for a testicular biopsy,
and $100 for a vasectomy at the end of the program. The tests
were halted when some researchers began to wonder whether
prisoners, no matter how well instructed about the experiment,
could truly be considered volunteers.
So who was doing all these tests, and do the testers deserve
Welsome’s unforgiving condemnation? “Beyond everything else,”
she writes, “the experiments violated a fundamental right that
belongs to all competent adults: the right to control one’s own
body.” Doubtless, the experiments commonly ignored the ethical
requirement that human subjects be informed about the nature of
the experiment and that they participate voluntarily.
From today’s perch, the experiments seem indefensible, and their
sponsors obtuse if not malicious. Yet there remains a nagging
unease about describing the researchers as aberrational or evil.
Welsome’s own reporting records the eminence of many of the
practitioners and their institutions. Indeed, the idea for the
human plutonium experiments came from Manhattan Project
physicians, led by the project’s medical director, Dr. Stafford
Warren, a respected radiologist.
Wanting to know more about the risk of plutonium and other
radioactive materials, Warren brought the proposal to J. Robert
Oppenheimer, the venerated scientific director of the Manhattan
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Project. Oppenheimer endorsed Warren’s proposal, suggesting
only that the experiments not be conducted at the project’s Los
Alamos laboratories. This was evidently for practical reasons,
since Oppenheimer said that Los Alamos “was not equipped for
biological experiments.”
The injections subsequently were given to patients being
“treated” at many of the country’s finest institutions,
including the University of Rochester, the University of
California in San Francisco, and the University of Chicago.
Similarly, the Fernald boys were part of an experiment devised
by scientists from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The radioactive iron experiment on the pregnant women was at
Vanderbilt University.
Welsome dismisses observers who allow that these and other Cold
War era experiments were understandable by the standards of the
time. She appears perplexed to find that many surviving
scientists still do not “accept the idea that they or their peers
had committed any wrongs.” Her arguments are not strange to me.
In Clouds of Secrecy: The Army’s Germ-Warfare Tests over
Populated Areas (1990), I expressed similar misgivings about the
Army’s biological warfare tests.
After all, the well-publicized Nürnberg Code was part of the
postwar verdict against Nazi doctors who killed thousands of
Jews and others in ghastly experiments. It unambiguously
affirmed the ethical requirement of informed consent. Welsome
also notes that the Atomic Energy Commission in 1947 and the
Defense Department in 1953 had rules “requiring researchers to
obtain the consent of sick patients for therapeutic and
nontherapeutic experiments.”
But the fact that so many reputable researchers were ignoring
the standards is puzzling. The likely explanation is that the
values of the time were still in transition. The social
environment did not yet fully match the newly underscored
standards. Moreover, it was a time when authority of many kinds
–governmental, scientific, medical– was commonly trusted and
deferred to. Citizens had faith in a government that had led
them to victory over the Germans and Japanese and now was
protecting them against new enemies.
Scientific authority commanded respect by virtue of spectacular
scientific achievements, most obviously splitting the atom.
Medical authority derived from a longstanding deference to the
healer. Doctors traditionally were demigods who were not obliged
to detail their treatments to patients. The arrangement was not
simply an arbitrary imposition by the powerful over the
powerless but was largely accepted by a deferential citizenry.
By the 1970s, deference to authority had yielded to increasing
skepticism. Disclosures about the array of unethical experiments
only enhanced a distrust of authority seeded by the Vietnam War
and Watergate.
Appreciating that shift in values would have helped Welsome’s
presentation. Instead, her division between good actors and bad
is too neat and appears self-righteous. She condemns the
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findings of the president’s advisory committee as “disappointing
and timid.” She condemns the post-World War II atmosphere that
encouraged doctors to publish papers and view “patients as
little more than white mice.” She condemns everyone who ran the
Energy Department and its predecessor agencies before O’Leary,
calling them an unbroken “line of steely-eyed patriots.”
Conversely, Welsome glorifies O’Leary, suggesting that her
resignation at the end of Clinton’s first term was prompted in
part by bureaucrats who resented her shining “the bright light
of truth” on the radiation experiments. O’Leary’s infamous trade
missions “may have been overstaffed,” concedes Welsome, but she
implies that Republicans overreacted with “hostile questions.”
Welsome surely understates the magnitude of problems that
O’Leary brought on herself. She writes nothing about the $4.5
million that O’Leary spent on foreign trips, including one to
India with an entourage of 76 in a plane that had previously
been leased by Madonna. O’Leary also was found to have spent
$43,000 to find out which reporters were writing favorable
articles. And as department records later showed, she routinely
manipulated statistics to exaggerate the number of Energy
Department contracts with businesses owned by women and
minorities.
None of this minimizes the service that O’Leary and the
administration performed by opening the radiation records or
that Welsome performed with her compelling descriptions of the
experiments. But the lack of balance in Welsome’s treatment of
O’Leary mirrors her insensitivity to the value differences
between the postwar decades and the present. Public demands for
accountability simply were not the same. The distinction is
wonderfully, if inadvertently and grotesquely, demonstrated by
a scientist who, at a 1955 Atomic Energy Commission conference,
estimated that after all-out atomic war, a few people would
survive and “keep the race going.” According to this scientist,
“They might not populate the earth with just the descendants we
would like to see. They might not be highly civilized like we
are. They might not know anything about atomic warfare, for
example.”
Cold and ludicrous as such a calculus now seems, there is no
indication that it put off any of the scientist’s listeners.
Unless we believe that he and thousands of other American
scientific, medical, and governmental leaders were psychopaths,
we must allow that they were acting within the value framework
of the time. It would take another generation for values to catch
up to the newly codified standards.
Welsome’s manner of criticism has implications beyond the
radiation and experimentation issues. By using a contemporary
template to rigidly judge yesterday’s behavior, she implicitly
invites future generations to do the same to us. Who is to say
which values that today are embraced by large segments of the
population could not be viewed with unforgiving contempt in the
future? Frying humans in electric chairs? Killing a fetus, or,
conversely, denying choice to a pregnant woman? Refusing same-
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sex partners the opportunity to marry? Whatever one’s personal
views on these issues, fair-minded observers understand that
people of good will may be found on all sides. Of course, some
behaviors are so egregious as to deserve condemnation in any
era: The Nazi medical experiments, for example, in which victims
were injected with toxins or placed in high pressure chambers
to observe the manner in which they would die.
To extend a generosity of understanding to earlier generations
is not to excuse or defend past reprehensible behavior, but to
acknowledge that future generations will almost certainly judge
many of our own actions –even and perhaps especially those done
for the “greater good”– as harshly as Welsome judges the
radiation researchers.
Leonard
A.
Cole
<lcole1@ix.netcom.com>
teaches
political science at Rutgers University and is the
author of CLOUDS OF SECRECY: THE ARMY’S GERM-WARFARE TESTS OVER
POPULATED AREAS (1990) and of THE ELEVENTH PLAGUE: THE POLITICS
OF BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL WARFARE (W.H. Freeman Company).

Professor Martha Stephens’s THE TREATMENT: THE STORY OF THOSE WHO DIED IN THE CINCINNATI
RADIATION TESTS (Durham NC: Duke UP, 2002)
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

During World War II and the Cold War that followed, the US
government conducted a comprehensive radiological research
program involving many federal agencies and departments. A large
number of these studies involved human subjects. Human radiation
research during World War II focused on studies to evaluate the
behavior and effects of such radioactive materials as uranium
and plutonium, which were important in the development of
nuclear weapons. After the war, the US government expanded its
radiological research efforts to include human research programs
sponsored by the Department of Defense, National Institutes of
Health, and the Atomic Energy Commission (predecessor of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Department of Energy).
While some projects sought to chart the behavior of radioactive
materials in the body, others examined the biological effects
of radiation and the potential for using radioactive materials
and external radiation exposure in the diagnosis and treatment
of human diseases. One such study was conducted at the
University of Cincinnati from 1960 to 1972 under the guidance
of Dr. Eugene Saenger, a well-known and highly respected
radiologist. The study was supported in part by a contract with
the University of Cincinnati by the US Department of Defense to
obtain further information on the acute effects of whole-body
ionizing radiation exposure and to develop a biological
dosimeter. Such work was of great interest to the military
during the Cold War. The Cincinnati study was the last in a long
line of studies supported by the federal government to evaluate
radiation effects in humans undergoing total-body irradiation.
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The 88 subjects had inoperable and disseminated cancer but were
considered not near death; their average life expectancy was
about 24 months. The subjects, 60% African American, were
elderly, poorly educated, and economically disadvantaged. Many
patients died within weeks of receiving whole-body radiation.
The Treatment is an account of the whole-body radiation studies
at the University of Cincinnati. The author, Martha Stephens,
is a retired professor of English at the University of
Cincinnati. As a junior faculty member in 1971, she became
interested in the Cincinnati radiation experiments and, under
the auspices of the university’s Junior Faculty Association,
wrote a report alleging that the patients were not informed of
the risks of the study and were given high doses of whole-body
radiation without any benefit. However, an internal report
commissioned by the university president and an independent
report by the American College of Radiology found no substantive
wrongdoing by Saenger and his colleagues and disagreed with the
findings in the Stephens report. The matter was essentially put
to rest after the radiation study was terminated in 1972.
Interest in the study resurfaced in 1994 when the Advisory
Committee on Human Radiation Experiments was created by
President Clinton to investigate reports of possibly unethical
experiments funded by the federal government. The Cincinnati
study was among hundreds of human radiation experiments
carefully examined by the advisory committee. The author’s
stated objective in writing this book “was to recreate the full
anatomy of one major medical project gone badly wrong.”
Accordingly, I expected a thorough description and analysis of
the Cincinnati studies and a balanced presentation of the
issues. Sadly the book fails to deliver. For the most part, the
book is a recounting of the author’s challenges to bring to light
the details of the medical records and to secure some measure
of justice for the patients and their families. An antimedical
stance is apparent from the beginning. On the first page of
chapter 1, Stephens notes that since her work on the Cincinnati
radiation study, she has refused medical and dental x-rays and
decided that her children should receive no medical radiation
except “in a genuine medical crisis.” Such a perspective does
not reflect appreciation of the role of radiation in medical
diagnosis and therapy and the importance of balancing risks and
benefits in medical management. I was particularly disappointed
in the lack of any substantive discussion of many key issues in
the human radiation experiments, including informed consent and
the deliberate withholding of risk information, the impact of
the sociopolitical climate of the times and how that environment
affected support and conduct of the studies, the importance of
distinguishing between experimental research and medical care
of the patient, and the use of vulnerable groups as experimental
subjects. The author effectively conveys the tragic story of the
subjects and their families. Her personal struggle to get the
story out and to serve as a patients’ advocate is inspiring and
courageous. However, it is unfortunate that the Cincinnati story
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is not put into the larger context of human experimentation. The
lessons learned from the Cincinnati experiments and hundreds of
other human studies have served to improve protection of human
subjects from research risks so that the human experiments
conducted during the Cold War will not happen again. That is the
real monument to the Cincinnati radiation subjects.
Reviewed by Kenneth L. Mossman, PhD,
Arizona State University, Tempe AZ
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February 18, Monday, 2002: In a previous episode, President George Herbert Walker Bush (“Poppy”) had
forgotten the date of the attack upon Pearl Harbor, and referred to some day other than December 7th as “a day
that will live forever in infamy.” Oops.

At this point the son President George “Dubya” Bush, addressing the Japanese Diet, demonstrated yet again
that if you happen to be President of the United States of America, then history can be whatever you say it is.

The official truth is, World War II never happened:
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“My trip to Asia begins here in Japan for an important
reason. It begins here because for a century and a half
now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and
enduring alliances of modern times.”
— President George “Dubya” Bush to the Japanese Diet,
paragraph 4, February 18, 2002.

Mega-oops. The chip doesn’t fall far from the stump — does it?
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August 29, Thursday, 2002: At the end of an economic boom period, many cases of corporate fraud
simultaneously come to light: “Fraud scandals follow bumps in the market as night follows day,” teaches
Stephen L. Meagher in his course on fraud and punishment at Stanford University. “Once there are pressures
put on profits, management fiddles with the books.” Professor John C. Coffee, Jr. of the Columbia Law School
comments that “This cycle goes back at least 300 years. It’s just part of capitalism.” Jacob van Klaveren, a
German economic historian, has alleged that this cycle of fraud began with Warren Hastings and Robert Clive
and the antics of the British East India Company founded in 1600
and the Dutch East India Company
founded in 1602.
Just at this point, as had already happened in 1920
and in 1963
and
in 1986,
many frauds were coming to light.
But we always encounter this as if it were some sort of grand revelation! It’s such a shock to learn that humans
try to take advantage of one another!
Especially we are surprised, especially we are alarmed at ourselves, when a fraud scandal involves not only
moneymaking but also the possibility of the doing of great harm. Everyone was just shocked, therefore, when
on this day the government of Japan staged a grand press conference in order to announce that the Tokyo
Electric Power Company that was operating 17 nuclear reactors at Fukushima Daiichi and other locales had
for lo these many years been providing false reports at routine governmental inspections, and had systematic
been concealing plant safety incidents. All the nuclear operations of this TEPCO were shut down pending a
re-examination. The utility would acknowledge that there had been some 200 occasions, over more than two
decades between 1977 and 2002, on which it had generated false technical data. Caught red-handed, and
bowing and scraping as only the Japanese know how to bow and scrape — would they bare their souls —
would they tell us all? –No they would not, they would pretend to do so but would continue to hold out on us
despite the fact that we would not allow them to resume their generation of atomic electric power until the Year
of Our Lord 2005.

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
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2003
2003: Kamato Hongo, Japan’s oldest person, died at the age of 116. When he had been born, in 1887, Japan
had been under the rule of the Emperor Meiji. There would be the Sino-Japanese war, and the Russo-Japanese
war, and World War I, and World War II, and the Korean “police action,” and the Vietnam War, etc., etc.
At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to September
11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows.
An earthquake of magnitude 8.0 rocked the northern island of Hokkaido.
The Japanese NIKKEI stock market average bottomed at 7,699 after falling 80% from its 1989 peak — and
then would skyrocket by 41% from April to October.
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December 2003: At Seattle WA’s tiny Peace Park, some sick American patriot sawed off an arm of the statue
of Sadako Sasaki, a girl who survived our atomic bombing of Hiroshima only to be killed by leukemia a dozen
years later. Some $4,000 would be raised with which to restore this statue, on which, as shown, schoolchildren
had often been hanging colorful paper cranes.
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WORLD WAR II
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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2004: After conservatives reclaimed control of Iran’s parliament in controversial elections that had been
boycotted by reformists, Iran’s new government averred that (conservatives being, of course, conservative)
they were going to consider re-starting the nation’s nuclear program.
For the 1st time since the end of World War II, Japan sent troops to a war zone (Iraq). The US Air Force was
field-testing there a directed energy weapon system known as the “Active Denial System.” Basically, this was
a projected microwave that would make someone react as if their skin were being scorched (the system,
developed to protect US nuclear weapons, was being evaluated to find out whether it had any potential for
simple garden-variety crowd control even in the absence of nuclear weapons that of course, being nuclear,
required protection).
January 4, Sunday, 2004: The statewide ban on the purchase of alcohol on Sunday is officially lifted, one of
the last “blue laws” still on the books. The repeal had been signed into law in November of 2003 as part of a
general Job Creation package. In actuality, the ban had previously been lifted in all towns within 10 miles of
other states (for competition purposes) and before certain holidays. Astoundingly, this decision is not just
controversial, but decisively so, framed as a general breakdown of respect for the Sabbath and for family
values. (Ignoring the fact that nearly every other item of a purchasable fashion was available for sale.)
BOSTON
John Willard Toland died. The New York Times obituary, written by Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, would
include one paragraph remarking upon his salient discovery:
He entered a long-running historical debate about the Roosevelt
administration’s culpability at the start of the Pacific war
with INFAMY: PEARL HARBOR AND ITS AFTERMATH (Doubleday, 1982). In a
shift from his conclusions in THE RISING SUN, Mr. Toland said he
had turned up evidence to conclude that Roosevelt had known in
advance of Japan’s impending attack but failed to inform the
naval command in the Pacific in the hope of rousing America from
its isolationism. This view put him at odds with a series of
official federal investigations and historians who said
Roosevelt may have made errors in judgment but neither knew
about nor encouraged the attack.
WORLD WAR II
I would have preferred this mention to have been a bit expanded. For instance Lehmann-Haupt might have
indicated also that no one among these official federal investigators and historians has, since 1982, been able
to produce evidence that Toland’s information had been false or poorly chosen, or his inference unwarranted.
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“They fight and fight and fight; they are fighting now,
they fought before, and they’ll fight in the future....
So you see, you can say anything about world history....
Except one thing, that is. It cannot be said that world
history is reasonable.”
— Fyodor Mikhaylovich Dostoevski
NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND

“Fiddle-dee-dee, war, war, war,
I get so bored I could scream!”
—Scarlet O’Hara

What goes around comes around. In the United States Constitution, the authority to declare war upon another
nation was vested by us in our elected representatives of the Congress rather than in the Commander in Chief
of our Armed Forces, the President. This has created a recurring problem: how to get this nation into its next
necessary war. That problem was faced by a President of the United States while Henry Thoreau was a youth,
and that President, President Polk, had gamed the system by sending US Army soldiers out to get themselves
killed on what was well understood at the time to be Mexican soil — whereupon he declared to the US
Congress that we had been attacked, and thus obtained from the congress a declaration of war. Which is to say,
in Thoreau’s era a President of the United States of America made himself into a murderer and a traitor. Despite
the passage of time, despite the fact that it has become the common knowledge of our history textbooks that
this President had gamed the system in order to create the War on Mexico of the 1840s, this President is not
now known to us either as a murderer or as a traitor.
Likewise in regard to World War II: what had gone around before came around again. Our President wanted
to fight Germany, but couldn’t get the Congress to declare war on that nation and couldn’t get Adolf Hitler to
declare war on us. Knowing that Japan was an ally of Germany and knowing that an attack by an ally of
Germany would enable us to declare war on all the Axis powers, the President gamed the system. President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt knew in advance of Japan’s impending attack but, in order to rouse America from
its isolationism, sacrificed our soldiers and sailors of the naval base at Pearl Harbor. Which is to say, in our
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own era a President of the United States of America made himself into a murderer, and a traitor. Now, despite
the passage of time, despite the fact that this historian John Toland during his lifetime made it commonly
known that this President had gamed the system in order to create the world war of the 1940s, this President
is not now known to us either as a murderer or as a traitor. In his obituary, the writer for the newspaper merely
commented mildly that his view of what had happened to put us into WWII put Toland at odds with a series
of official federal investigations and historians who said Roosevelt may have made errors in judgment but
neither knew about nor encouraged the attack. Lehmann-Haupt might have indicated also that no one among
these official federal investigators and historians has, since 1982, been able to produce evidence that Toland’s
information had been false or poorly chosen or his inference unwarranted — but he has elected not to so
indicate.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

July 19, Monday, 2004: Charles W. Sweeney, pilot of the B-29 “Bock’s Car” that on August 9, 1945 had
dropped a bomb pretty close to Nagasaki, died at the age of 84.313
ATOMIC BOMBS

WORLD WAR II
The Reverend George Mills Houser gave an interview to the editors of NO EASY VICTORIES.

NO EASY VICTORIES

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

Japan

313. The plutonium “Fat Man” had been the 1st bomb he had ever dropped on any enemy target. He wasn’t the bombardier — it’s
not his fault the device not only failed to damage in any way any portion of its industrial target, but also killed more American
prisoners of war than Japanese soldiers.
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August 6, Friday, 2004: At Seattle WA’s Peace Park on this, the 59th Hiroshima Day, there was an unveiling
ceremony for the statue of Sadako Sasaki from which some sick American patriot had in the previous year
sawed off an arm.

ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
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Wouldn’t you like to fold from a piece of paper an origami crane?

As this piece is being put on the Internet, as of February 28, 2006, the latest C-SPAN news from Hiroshima is
that the people of that city seem to still be suffering health effects of the bombing that took place so long ago.
The average age of a hibakusha (a survivor) is now 72. In their old age, of course their cancer incidence is
rising as would have been anticipated in any elder population, but the question is whether the difference their
rate of elder cancer, which seems higher than in a comparable non-exposed population, rises to the level of
statistical significance.
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August 9, Monday, 2004: There was an incident at the Mihama No. 3 nuclear power station in Fukui
prefecture, Japan owned and run by Kansai Electric Power corporation (KEPCO), in which 4 workers were
scalded to death by superheated steam and 7 others injured. A 56-centimeter diameter steam pipe burst,
fortunately in a non-radioactive part of the reactor. It would subsequently be revealed that in the entire 27-year
period of operation of this facility, that pipe had never been inspected for corrosion. Regulations require that
such pipes be replaced when their 10-millimeter walls of carbon steel have eroded to a thickness of 4.7
millimeters, but this pipe’s walls were found to have worn down to 1.4 millimeters. In 1995 a broken cooling
pipe at the Monju Fast Breeder Reactor, also in Fukui prefecture, had forced a shutdown, but then the operators
had attempted to conceal evidence of the magnitude of the incident. When, between 1998 and 2003, KEPCO
had replaced steam pipes at Takahama Nuclear Power Plant No. 3 and Oi Nuclear Power Plant No. 1 with
stainless steel pipes, the original carbon steel pipes had worn so thin they could not have lasted another couple
of years. Although 9 months prior to the accident a subcontractor had reminded the operators of the Mihama
No. 3 nuclear power station of the need to conduct inspections, the plant’s operators had ignored this alert.

CLOSE CALLS
February 16, 2002

At the Davis-Besse reactor in Oak Harbor, Ohio, the severe corrosion of a control rod
would produce a 24-month outage.

August 9, 2004

Rupture of an unmaintained steam pipe at the Mihama Nuclear Power Plant 3 in
Fukui Prefecture, Japan killed 4 workers and injured 7 (a subsequent investigation
would reveal the necessity of creating a massive and systematic inspection program
for these Japanese nuclear plants).

July 25, 2006

An electrical fault at Forsmark Nuclear Power Plant in Forsmark, Sweden forced a
reactor to shut down.
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2005
2005: The Kyoto protocol (to reduce the level of greenhouse-gas emissions in order to avoid climate changes
such as global warming) was adopted by 141 countries of the world (but not, of course, by the United States
of America, China, India, or Australia).
In 1998, Professor of English Wang Guanglin of the Shanghai Institute of Foreign Trade prepared a translation
of Thoreau’s WALDEN into Chinese, and it was published by Writer’s Press in Beijing. Professor Wang has
revisited his translation, and a revised edition is now offered by the Changjiang Literature and Arts Press of
Shanghai. When it arrives I will make page images of a few of its passages and post them to the web. Four
passages I can think of off the top of my head, to make images of, would be the first page with its Chanticleer
motto, the three-lost-animals paragraph, the inscription-around-the-bathtub paragraph, and the castles-in-theair paragraph. Would anyone like to put in any special requests?
A foreigner, Howard Stringer, was appointed as the head of a Japanese corporation, Sony.
The unemployment rate in Japan fell to 4.4% from a peak of 5.4%.
Japan’s prime minister Junichiro Koizumi experienced a landslide victory in elections, boosting support for
his economic reform.
Re-inspections and re-certifications completed after 3 years of humiliation due to quality falsifications,
the nuclear reactors at Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi facility were at this point finally allowed to resume
commercial production of electricity (we were confident, at this point, that we had found and understood all
the falsifications of this culture of corporate duplicity — we were mistaken).

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)
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August 3, Wednesday, 2005: Norm Dixon placed an article “Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Worst terror attacks in
history” in Green Left Weekly reporting recent discoveries made by Peter Kuznick, Director of the Nuclear
Studies Institute at the American University in Washington DC, and Mark Selden, a Cornell University
historian. The atom bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki had not been done out of military necessity, not at all!
That had been merely a cover story, a piece of Fake News repudiated in advance, in point of fact, by the
military commanders themselves. This use of our atomic bombs had been entirely diplomatic. The destruction
of these Japanese cities had had no more to do with Japan than it had had to do with ending World War II. It had
been a mere diplomatic negotiation ploy, aimed directly at the USSR, a communication kick-starting the Cold
War with what amounted to a warning: “We have a horrific new bomb, and in addition, we have the necessary
will and ruthlessness to drop it on you — so in the years to come you need to be very careful only to push us
so hard and not harder.” The historians Kuznick and Selden were preparing to announce their evidence at an
upcoming history conference in England, leading to the conclusion that the atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki had in fact been the opening shots of the Cold War. Before they even had a chance
to present their evidence at this conference, however, other historians began to seek out the media and
denounce the conclusion these colleagues had reached as “preposterous”:
August 6 and August 9 will mark the 60th anniversaries of the
US atomic-bomb attacks on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. In Hiroshima, an estimated 80,000 people were killed
in a split second. Some 13 square kilometres of the city was
obliterated. By December, at least another 70,000 people had
died from radiation and injuries.
Three days after Hiroshima’s destruction, the US dropped an Abomb on Nagasaki, resulting in the deaths of at least 70,000
people before the year was out.
Since 1945, tens of thousands more residents of the two cities
have continued to suffer and die from radiation-induced cancers,
birth defects and still births.
A tiny group of US rulers met secretly in Washington and
callously ordered this indiscriminate annihilation of civilian
populations. They gave no explicit warnings. They rejected all
alternatives, preferring to inflict the most extreme human
carnage possible. They ordered and had carried out the two worst
terror acts in human history.
The 60th anniversaries will inevitably be marked by countless
mass media commentaries and speeches repeating the 60-year-old
mantra that there was no other choice but to use A-bombs in order
to avoid a bitter, prolonged invasion of Japan.
On July 21, the British New Scientist magazine undermined this
chorus when it reported that two historians had uncovered
evidence revealing that “the US decision to drop atomic bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki ... was meant to kick-start the Cold
War [against the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the USA’s
wartime ally] rather than end the Second World War.” Peter
Kuznick, director of the Nuclear Studies Institute at the
American University in Washington stated that US President Harry
Truman’s decision to blast the cities was “not just a war crime,
it was a crime against humanity.”
With Mark Selden, a historian from Cornell University in New
York, Kuznick studied the diplomatic archives of the US, Japan
and the USSR. They found that three days before Hiroshima,
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Truman agreed at a meeting that Japan was “looking for peace.”
His senior generals and political advisers told him there was
no need to use the A-bomb. But the bombs were dropped anyway.
“Impressing Russia was more important than ending the war,”
Selden told the New Scientist.
While the capitalist media immediately dubbed the historians’
“theory” “controversial,” it accords with the testimony of many
central US political and military players at the time, including
General Dwight Eisenhower, who stated bluntly in a 1963 Newsweek
interview that “the Japanese were ready to surrender and it
wasn’t necessary to hit them with that awful thing.”
Truman’s chief of staff, Admiral William Leahy, stated in his
memoirs that “the use of this barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki was of no material assistance in our war against Japan.
The Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender.”
At the time though, Washington cold-bloodedly decided to sweep
away the lives of hundreds of thousands of men, women and
children to show off the terrible power of its new superweapon
and underline the US rulers’ ruthless preparedness to use it.
These terrible acts were intended to warn the leaders of the
Soviet Union that their cities would suffer the same fate if the
USSR attempted to stand in the way of Washington’s plans to
create an “American Century” of US global domination. Nuclear
scientist Leo Szilard recounted to his biographers how Truman’s
secretary of state, James Byrnes, told him before the Hiroshima
attack that “Russia might be more manageable if impressed by
American military might and that a demonstration of the bomb may
impress Russia.”
Drunk from the success of its nuclear bloodletting in Japan,
Washington planned and threatened the use of nuclear weapons on
at least 20 occasions in the 1950s and 1960s, only being
restrained when the USSR developed enough nuclear-armed rockets
to usher in the era of “mutually assured destruction,” and the
US rulers’ fear that their use again of nuclear weapons would
led to a massive anti-US political revolt by ordinary people
around the world.
Washington’s policy of nuclear terror remains intact. The US
refuses to rule out the first use of nuclear weapons in a
conflict. Its latest Nuclear Posture Review envisages the use
of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear “rogue states” and it is
developing a new generation of “battlefield” nuclear weapons.
Fear of the political backlash that would be caused in the US
and around the globe by the use of nuclear weapons remains the
main restraint upon the atomaniacs in Washington. On this 60th
anniversary year of history’s worst acts of terror, the most
effective thing that people around the world can do to keep that
fear alive in the minds of the US rulers is to recommit ourselves
to defeating Washington’s current “local” wars of terror in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

ICBMS

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

JAPAN

NIPON

2006
2006: Shinzo Abe succeeded Junichiro Koizumi as Japan’s prime minister.
Kurt Vonnegut’s JAILBIRD had in 1979 contained an elaborate but fictional rendition of the radium
contamination of the dial-painting worker girls at the United States Radium Corporation. In 2006 the story was
referenced in the film PU-239, and was rendered palatable for the film’s audience by attributing the evil to sites
in the Soviet Union rather than to our American nation.
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2007
2007: Kate Trinajstic and collaborators announced a 380,000,000-year-old Australian fish specimen
containing fossilized muscle.
Xing Xu and collaborators described the Gigantoraptor erlianensis of Inner Mongolia, a 25-foot-long, 3,000pound dinosaur that was bird-like. This specimen runs counter to previous assumptions that dinosaurs must
have been growing smaller as they acquired more features resembling those of birds.
PALEONTOLOGY

Fred Spoor, Meave Leakey, and collaborators described Homo habilis and Homo erectus fossils found in the
same rock layer only a short distance apart. The two species may have coexisted in the same area for up to
500,000 years, which would mean that H. erectus probably did not descend from H. habilis as previously
supposed.
John Kappelman and collaborators announced a 500,000-year-old hominid skull from Turkey showing signs
of tuberculosis. The researchers pointed out that this condition could have been induced by a Vitamin D
deficiency resulting from a dark-skinned individual migrating to an area with less sunlight.

THE SCIENCE OF 2007
Due to global warming, the Northwest Passage was open. On the composite satellite photo on the following
screen, the fully black areas are areas not photographed. The brown line marks the open passage across the top
of the North American continent, and the bluegreen line marks the open passage across the top of the Asian
continent, with dots indicating a portion in which they still needed the assistance of an icebreaker ship.
THE FROZEN NORTH

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

Japan
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October 31, Wednesday, 2007: An item in the New York Times reminded me of the situation of the Quakers
at today’s Moses Brown School. It seems there is this shrine in Ise between Kyoto and Tokyo, at the start of
the 4th Century, that is now a center of pilgrimage for Shintoism. It is a shrine dedicated to Amaterasu, the sun
goddess who is the spiritual ancestor of the imperial family. Japanese who visit this shrine, since 1707, have
been able to take a “mochi” or glutinous rice cake in red bean jam back home, as a sweet present for their loved
ones. The confection has been being made fresh each day for 300 years by Akafuku, a firm run by one family
for 11 successive family generations. Recently Akafuku has been revealed by a whistleblower to have been
seriously cheating, for decades, on the freshness of its daily Akafukumochi package for pilgrims, a package
with a picture of the shrine on its lid. The current manager denied that these mochi confections, which were
supposedly being made fresh each night, might actually be recycled from a previous day’s leftovers, or might
be frozen and thawed. Then he was forced to reveal the truth. The doors of the firm are shuttered as of this
300th birthday with an apology pasted upon them, and their website has been taken down and replaced by an
apology. The shutters may never reopen. Kenichi Yano, a retired priest from this Shinto shrine, has just
attempted to explain the matter to the news media: “The purer something is, the dirtier it will become.”

“The purer something is, the dirtier it will become.”
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2011
February 2011: The oldest General Electric Mark I boiling water nuclear reactor on the coast of Japan at
Fukushima, that had after four decades of operation been scheduled for shutdown at this point, was granted a
10-year extension of service life (despite its problems with its ageing equipment and despite the fact that this
type of reactor design, sitting on its afterthought cooling torus, has come to be regarded as having been due to
an engineering-design error).

“If anything bad can happen, it probably will.”
— Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Lewis Strauss
in the Chicago Daily Tribune, February 12, 1955)

March 2011: 600 people gathered for a civil disobedience event outside the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power
Plant. The demonstrators offered support for the thousands of Japanese whose lives were being disrupted by
radiation from the wrecked Fukushima TEPCO reactors.
March 10, Thursday, 2011: The Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant, a General Electric Mark I nuclear
reactor like 5 of the 6 reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi installation on the east coast of Honshu Island, Japan,
was re-licenced for 20 additional years of operation (despite its problems with its ageing equipment and
despite the fact that this type of reactor design, sitting on its afterthought cooling torus, has come to be regarded
as having been due to an engineering-design error).

March 11, Friday, 2011: A large earthquake and tsunami along the east coast of Honshu Island impacted the
performance of 6 nuclear reactors near Fukushima (five of them the General Electric Mark I nuclear reactor,
sitting on its afterthought cooling torus). The storage pool for spent nuclear fuel in the #2 reactor building was
cracked by the 9.0 temblor, and the tidal wave both destroyed electrical power transmission lines and swamped
backup power generators.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

NIPON

JAPAN
March 12, Saturday, 2011: Fuel rods in nuclear reactor #3 at Fukushima became exposed. Venting of
overpressurized radioactive air became necessary — but approval for this did not come soon enough, and there
was a hydrogen explosion at nuclear reactor #1, and the structure disintegrated. Boom. 4 employees were
injured.

CLOSE CALLS

October 23, 2010

For approximately 45 minutes commanders at a US Air Force base in Wyoming were
deprived of most forms of command, control, and security monitoring over 50 nuclear
ICBMs. The missiles had been taken offline because a suspected hardware problem
was causing multiple errors in their control computers. Although these commanders
would insist that the missiles had remained secure and had never been susceptible to
outside attempts to gain control, a former Air Force launch officer, Bruce G. Blair, has
pointed out that there’s simply no known way to ensure that such isolated missiles are
not hijacked and launched by disloyal missile crews, or even by hackers.

March 12, 2011

At Fukushima, Japan a tsunami flooded and damaged 5 active nuclear reactors (a 6th
reactor was shut down at the time), drowning 2 workers. Backup electrical power
generators were submerged and this caused overheating, meltdowns, and evacuations.
During the cleanup a worker would die suddenly while carrying equipment.

March 14, 2011

At the Nuclear Generating Station in Pickering, Ontario, a site which, with 8 CANDU
reactors 2 of which are now shut down and defueled, qualifies as one of the largest in
the world, when a pump seal failed 73,000 liters of demineralized water leaked into
Lake Ontario (according to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission this, although it
qualified as “an accident at a nuclear plant,” was at negligible risk to the public).

March 13, Sunday, 2011: There was one fatality, and 4 more injuries, at Fukushima nuclear reactor #2.
Fuel rods were exposed and compromised.
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March 20, Sunday, 2011: The Tokyo Electric Power Company and the Japan Self-Defense Forces focused
their efforts on nuclear reactor #3 at the Fukushima plant some 170 miles north of Tokyo, because it contains
a highly toxic “mox” fuel that includes not only uranium but also reclaimed plutonium.

March 21, Monday, 2011: Fukushima nuclear reactor #3 emitted gray smoke, and reactor #2 emitted white
smoke.

March 22, Tuesday, 2011: Fintan O’Toole saw a black swan. Writing in The Irish Times, he pointed out that
what was going down at the Fukushima nuclear complex was merely a repeat performance of ancient Greek
tragedies with their basal story of ὕβρις and Νέμεσις.
As Fukushima demonstrates, a nuclear power station is a concrete
testament to hubris. The engineers who design nuclear plants
know very well that the consequences of a system failure may be
catastrophic. They also know they are creating waste which will
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remain toxic for 100,000 years – a horizon of time far beyond
the imaginative capacity of the human mind. However, they keep
this knowledge at bay.
They believe that the possible consequences are irrelevant
because the system will not fail. And they see the question of
what happens to the waste in the distant future as one that is
incapable of being answered and therefore one that need not be
addressed.
Those who understand mathematics like to point out that the rest
of us tend to underestimate the likelihood of extremely rare
events. Con men and charlatans play on our belief that
coincidences
are
uncanny
and
therefore
defy
rational
explanation. ... Highly unlikely events are treated as if they
are, in effect, impossible.
Relatively probable events are factored in, extremely unlikely
events are not. In the case of Japan’s nuclear power plants, for
example, the design took account, separately, of the possibility
of a powerful earthquake and of a tsunami.
It did not take account of the possibility of an earthquake
beyond what had ever been experienced before being combined with
a tsunami. Nor did it assume that the safety systems would be
destroyed by the same forces that caused the problem. This, of
course, is what actually happened: the tsunami knocked out the
back-up generators for the cooling system. ... This way of
thinking is peculiar to economic and scientific elites, who are
prey to utopian delusions. ... The illusion that we can, and
therefore should, control everything is shaped by greed and
megalomania.
The tragedy is that people have to pay a terrible price for the
reminder that we are a limited species with a great deal to be
modest about.
March 23, Wednesday, 2011: Black smoke suddenly billowed up from Fukushima nuclear reactor #3.
Admitting that they had no idea what is going on inside the wreck of this structure, the workers continued on
general principle to inject seawater laced with boron — this can’t hurt, since boron absorbs neutrons and
therefore its presence may conceivably moderate any runaway nuclear chain reaction.
What is for me a new vocabulary has been appearing on the web. One word new to me is “corium,” which
would be whatever metal alloy gets formed in a particular reactor core when its radioactive materials melt
down, and various structural metal components inside the reactor also melt, and heavy molten globs fall and
mix partially with each other in a molten pool, or in an impure mound of molten globules. Another word new
to me is “zoomies,” which would be the amount of radiation a “jumper” or unemployed person volunteering
as a temporary radiation worker in return for spot cash, can be allowed to absorb before he or she “burns out”
his or her personal quarterly maximum radiation allowance and becomes therefore no longer being useful to
the industry — and no longer able to obtain this jumper’s nice temporary cash sustainer.
There have been to date in the nuclear world some 60 criticality incidents resulting in a flash of local
radioactivity, and at least 21 fatalities. None of these excursions, so far, have caused fissile materials to
detonate “like an A-bomb.” However, I am not myself able to perform the calculations, and am not clear as to
how safe we are as to the possibility that in some future criticality incident some mass of fissile materials might
go all the way, and release enough energy to detonate “like a dirty bomb,” spreading the balance of the fissile
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lump’s radioisotopes around the globe. There are almost 2,000 tons of fissile materials within a few thousand
yards distance of each other, in the six reactors and seven cooling pools of Fukushima Daiichi, and I do not
myself know whether any nuclear engineer has competence to predict what would happen there, if in the
basement of one of the buildings in a molten pool of this “corium,” there were to be a recriticality and a flash
of local radioactivity.314 I wonder if anyone might be able to inform us, how safe we are from all these 2,000
tons setting each other off and going up together in a massive “fizzle” subatomic blast, the MOADB mother
of all dirty bombs. Am I imagining things? With almost 2,000 tons of radioactive materials in this locale, might
there not be the release of more energy, and more volatized radioactive materials, than all previous nuclear
explosions on earth rolled into one? Worst case scenario, might that amount to the sterilization of the northern
hemisphere? I am unable to calculate.
Well, OK, but this “On the Beach” thingie is merely negative thinking. It probably won’t happen. It’s a flight
of fantasy to suppose that we might lose the entire northern hemisphere. I’m sure. I guess. Let’s just go along
with the news media, and whenever we speculate about a worst-case scenario, let’s make sure we confine
ourselves to some best of all possible worlds worst-case scenario or other, some pretended worst-case scenario
that is still something that we can afford to contemplate, such as “Ooh, we’re not gonna be able to eat the local
fish!”

April 2011: A $4,085 check was posted by the federal government of the United States of America to the
Treasurer General of the Republic of Cuba. The money represented this year’s rent for the US’s oldest overseas
naval base, Guantánamo Bay, a 45-square-mile sliver on the southeast coast of the island originally acquired
as a coaling station for US vessels and exceedingly unlike any other military installation in the world. This
check would not be cashed by its addressee. No such check would ever again be cashed (the last such payment
that had been accepted, had been all the way back in 1959). Eventually even the postal address to which these
checks continue to be mailed year after year would no longer be a deliverable Cuban postal address — and
nevertheless the checks would be posted.
Plans for construction of a 7th and 8th nuclear power plant at the Fukushima Daiichi Power Station of the
Tokyo Electric Power Company on the coast of Japan were at this point canceled.
On the stock exchange, the value of the stock and bonds of the Tokyo Electric Power Company had fallen on
the floor. The company faced bankruptcy, or seizure by the Japanese government.
314. This term “recriticality” is at the core of what I am offering. What I fear is recriticality. Once you get molten fuel, mounds of
“corium,” flowing into pools on the floor of the containment vessel or into mounds on the floor in the basement beneath is, the
probability of the sort of fissile-material rearrangement that will produce a criticality is not zero. If there should be such a
recriticality, the probability that this would spawn a chain of other recriticalities in other nearby locations is also not zero. It is within
the bounds of possibility that one of these rearrangements will go off like a string of firecrackers. It is therefore also within the
bounds of possibility that we lose the northern hemisphere. This is my basis for offering that we are here shying away from an
analysis of the situation in terms of real worst-case scenarios.
The probability argument that is often offered is one based on the game of roulette. If you placed a one-dollar chip in one of the
squares of the roulette table, and then replaced this chip each time you lost it, eventually you would win bigtime but in all likelihood
the sum of your one dollar losses would exceed the amount of your nonce triumph. However, when it comes to the geometry of
nuclear fission, a more appropriate analogy would be a perverse game of roulette in which you placed a one-dollar chip on each of
the squares of the roulette table, and could then never lose those one-dollar chips. You would be left only your enormous win without
any one-dollar losses. In a pile of molten corium, the trillion times in which the neutrons fly away from the pile without causing a
recriticality are negligible — because all that matters is the one instance in which the neutrons do produce such a recriticality.
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In an article about early warning systems for earthquake shaking, Scientific American offered that although a
nuclear power plant requires “only a second to shut down,” when earthquake shaking begins the operators will
need to wait “until extreme shaking is certain.” The reason given by the scientists who wrote this article for
such a delay in taking safety precautions by the “scramming” of a nuclear power generating station that might
be subject to meltdown is that shutting one of these monsters down “comes at great risk” (at great risk of
what, of losing some electricity revenue? –one might inquire if one’s mind were of an unsympathetic cast).
Now, a cautious person might be of the opinion that failing to promptly shut down a nuclear power generating
station that might be subject to core meltdown due to earthquake shaking or tsunami, at the first hint that such
a hazard is on its way within ten to forty seconds from now, also “comes at great risk.” –Especially, a cautious
person might suppose that since the disaster at Fukushima Daiichi, Japan! –But that would amount, would it
not, to Monday Morning Quarterbacking? It would be quite unfair to Tokyo Electric, the utility whose
common stock has now in consequence fallen on the floor.
August 6, Saturday, 2011: This was the 66th anniversary of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima, Japan.
Some things have changed in the course of these 66 years since that fateful day in 1945. For instance,
only some 10,000 of the survivors of the nuclear bombings are still alive. They are known as the Hidankyo.
Since their group was formed in 1956, they have been struggling to put the best face on the situation, they have
been struggling to be constructive in their reaction to what has happened to their lives. As the Japanese
government has assured them that the peaceful generation of electric power by nuclear reactors was both safe
and necessary for the nation’s economic rise, they have struggled continuously to credit that this is the
objective truth of the situation.
The earthquake and tsunami that caused 4 nuclear power plants at Fukushima Daiichi to melt down earlier this
year has now caused the active members of the Hidankyo organization to re-evaluate their acquiescence.
Masahito Hirose, for instance, was a junior high school student when he watched the white mushroom cloud
rise above Nagasaki.

He lost a cousin in the blast, and an aunt died a slow and painful death while bleeding from her nose and gums
— and now he is 81 and has begun to inquire “Is it Japan’s fate to repeatedly serve as a warning to the world
about the dangers of radiation?” In a national culture that emphasizes conformity and consensus this survivor
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is commenting “I wish we had found the courage to speak out earlier against nuclear power.”
Hirotami Yamada, secretary general of Hidankyo’s Nagasaki chapter, who also was a junior high school
student 66 years ago, 3.3 kilometers from ground zero, and has now reached the age of 80, is offering that “The
bureaucracy, industry and the media were able to shut our eyes to the danger of nuclear power ... we let them
fool us, even in this country that was the victim of the atomic bomb.” He points out that back then, his family
knew nothing about radiation, and after they had survived the initial blast effects they were surprised when his
baby brother, who had been wrapped in a futon that had served as a cushion and had suffered no injuries, on
the third day afterward simply stopped breathing — now he comments “They convinced us that nuclear power
was different from nuclear bombs. ... Fukushima showed us that they are not so different.”
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October 21, Monday, 2013: “Fear vs. Radiation: The Mismatch,” an opinion piece by David “We do have to
fear fear itself” Ropeik (an instructor at the Harvard Extension School), appeared in The New York Times.
Mr. Ropeik, author of the volume HOW RISKY IS IT, REALLY? WHY OUR FEARS DON’T ALWAYS MATCH THE
FACTS,315 offered that we are being overly anxious about nuclear radiation.
It is not so much the music as the marching to the music
that I feel.... Nothing is so much to be feared as
fear. Atheism may comparatively be popular with God
himself.
The greater danger is coming from fear itself because “fears have dramatic health consequences of their own,”
and media overreactions produce “debilitating stress”:
Our anxiety about nuclear radiation is rooted in our
understandable fear of the terrible power of nuclear weapons.
But in the 68 years since those weapons were first used in anger,
we have learned, from the survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
themselves, that ionizing radiation — the type created by a
nuclear reaction — is not nearly the powerful carcinogen or
genetic mutagen that we thought it was.
Beginning shortly after World War II, epidemiologists and
radiation biologists began tracking atomic bomb survivors.
Researchers have followed roughly 112,600 Japanese: 86,611 who
had been within 10 kilometers of the center of the explosions,
and 26,000 who were not exposed.
The most current analysis estimates that, out of 10,929 people
in the exposed population who have died of cancer, only 527 of
those deaths were caused by radiation from the atomic bombs.
For the entire population exposed, in many cases to extremely
high levels of radiation, that’s an excess cancer mortality rate
of about two-thirds of 1 percent.

315. Previously Mr. Ropeik had placed “A non-threat to Walden” in The Concord Journal (March 26, 1987). His present article in
The New York Times is basically a rehash of a very similar article in that same newspaper-of-national-record on March 16, 2011
(the one in which he had opinioned that “We do have to fear fear itself”). What Mr. Ropeik tells you several times is true.
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January 16, Thursday, 2014: Hiroo Onoda died in Tokyo.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
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2017
January 21, Saturday, 2017: While addressing the CIA at Langley outside Washington DC just after his
inaugural, President Donald J. Trump reminded us that despite the fact that he now has the responsibility of
Commander in Chief of the Armed Services, he persists in loosely opinioning, as he loosely opinioned all
during his election campaign, that the US should have stolen Iraq’s oil. He suggested to the assembled CIA
men and women that the US might get another opportunity to violate international law. “Now I said it for
economic reasons,” Trump commented while introducing Representative Mike Pompeo, his pick to lead the
Central Intelligence Agency, “but if you think about it, Mike, if we kept the oil, you probably wouldn’t have
ISIS because that’s where they made their money in the first place, so we should have kept the oil. But, okay,
maybe we’ll have another chance.” His loose lips are now putting our American servicemen and
servicewomen in harm’s way. Let us pray there are not consequences.
(Here’s one precedent, among many: In the current movie “Silence,” which is based upon actual events, we
witness what happened when the pilot of a stranded Spanish ship late in the 16th Century boasted to a Japanese
that the greatness of the Spanish Empire was partly due to their missionaries, who always prepared the way
for the armed forces of their monarch. Loose lips sometimes do have consequences — of course such military
intelligence was immediately conveyed to the Nagasaki shogun! Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1537-1598) proceeded
to round up 5 Franciscan missionaries, 3 Japanese Jesuit missionaries, 14 Japanese Christian laymen, and
3 Japanese boys who were members of the Third Order of St. Francis, and had them raised up on crosses in
Nagasaki. Crucified, they were then stabbed through by spears.)
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September 5, Wednesday, 2018: This day is known in the United States of America both as the International
Day of Charity, and as National Cheese Pizza Day. The historian/journalist Bob Woodward released a 448page book about Donald Trump, titled FEAR, in which, among other crazytown White House factoids, he
described how an aide stole a piece of paper off the President’s desk “to protect the country” — in order to
keep our President from doing something stupid and dangerous.
It seems a good thing that this was the International Day of Charity. According to the New York Times, Japan
has recently acknowledged that a man who had worked for 28 years as a subcontractor to Tokyo Electric Power
Company at a Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, where 3 of the reactors have melted down after a
tsunami, has died from lung cancer in his 50s after exposure to illegal and excessive amounts of radiation.
Although we know that this lung cancer had been diagnosed in 2016, we have not been informed of the date
of this worker’s death or even of his name (it’s a privacy issue, you see: it would be very wrong to violate a
worker’s privacy after you’ve killed him).
According to the government, the man was responsible for
measuring radiation at Fukushima Daiichi and wore a
protective jumpsuit and a full face mask while working.
The ministry said he had been exposed to a lifetime dose
of 195 millisieverts of radiation after working at
Fukushima and other plants.
Safety regulators say workers can be safely exposed to
up to 50 millisieverts a year, but if a worker with an
accumulated 100 millisieverts develops an illness after
five years of exposure, that can be ruled an
occupational injury. According to an expert cited by the
Mainichi Shimbun, a daily newspaper, the man had been
exposed to 74 millisieverts at the Fukushima plant since
the accident.
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So the question would be –since I myself have reached the age of 81 without having contracted anything more
than ordinary basal-cell skin carcinomas– how does this worker’s lifetime dose of 195 millisieverts of
radiation compare with my own exposure at the GETR, which was the USA’s initial nuclear power plant?
The answer is that I’m a damn lucky mofo — because over the 11 quarter-year periods that I worked as a
“jumper” at GE’s Pleasanton, California facility, I’d received a lifetime dose of significantly more than twice
as much as has killed him.
ASSLEY
Recently my hip surgeon took a postoperative look at my metal right hip. I assured him that I was OK, my hip
was OK, I had no pain or movement difficulties — and nevertheless he insisted that I submit to another round
of his X-rays. When I informed him about this Japanese nuclear worker who had recently died after having
received less than half as much lifetime exposure to radiation as I had myself received, he blew me off.
He’s a fee professional and cannot make as much money unless he’s able to charge my insurance for unneeded
X-rays. I asked him, what if I didn’t have health insurance, would he nevertheless insist on X-rays? (Of course,
he didn’t need to make any attempt to reply to such impertinence.) Since he’s merely a hip surgeon, if I die of
something other than his knife, that’s not anything he needs to be concerned over: when you die you die. Then
in his X-ray room the machine operator, acting on his own initiative and without coordination or permission,
decided he wasn’t satisfied with the X-ray he had just taken, and adjusted his screens and made a 2d exposure
on his own authority, doubling my radiation exposure of that day. If I should die of cancer caused by these
entirely unnecessary radiation exposures, neither of these dudes will ever so much as learn of the funeral.
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June 5, Wednesday, 2019: The Alabama legislature passed a bill requiring chemical castration for certain
child molesters.
The wreck of the USS Grayback, a Navy submarine credited with sinking 14 enemy ships, was found on the
ocean floor at a depth of 1,427 feet off the Japanese island of Okinawa. The vessel had carried a crew of 80.
Thanks to a mistranslated number, the Navy had for more than 75 years believing the submarine had been sunk
more than 100 miles away from its actual resting place.
WORLD WAR II
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2020. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

