
CUTTYHUNK ISLAND IN THE ELIZABETH ISLANDS

“So long as the past and present are outside one 
another, knowledge of the past is not of much use 
in the problems of the present. But suppose the past 
lives on in the present: suppose, though encapsulated 
in it, and at first sight hidden beneath the present’s 
contradictory and more prominent features, it is still 
alive and active; then the historian may very well be 
related to the non-historian as the trained woodsman is 
to the ignorant traveller.”

— R.G. Collingwood, AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1939, page 100

“An island always pleases my imagination, even the
smallest, as a small continent and integral portion of
the globe. I have a fancy for building my hut on one.
Even a bare, grassy isle, which I can see entirely over
at a glance, has some undefined and mysterious charm for
me.”

— A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS

The Islands offlying
New England

Block Island Mt. Desert Island

Boston Harbor Nantucket Island

Dry Salvages Naushon Island

Gardiners Island Newfoundland

Isles of Shoals Plum Island

Long Island Shelter Island

Manhattan Staten Island

Martha’s Vineyard St. George’s Bank

Minots Ledge Aquidneck Island
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May 14: Captain Bartholomew Gosnold, in the vessel Concord commissioned by the Earl of Southampton in 
March to establish a New World colony, had sighted Cape Neddick (Latitude 43 degrees) on the Maine coast:

They skirted the coastline for several days and then on this day came to anchor in York Harbor, where they 
were greeted by “a Biscay shallop [a small fishing vessel used by the Basque of Spain on the Bay of Biscay] 
with sails and oars, having eight persons in it, whom we supposed to be Christians distressed. But approaching 
us nearer, we perceived them to be savages.” It is to be noted that even at this early point, one of the natives 
was attired in a waistcoat, breeches, stockings, shoes, and a hat, and knew some English words, and was able 
to draw a map of the coastline, on which he marked out the Newfoundland fisheries. Clearly, the New England 
coast had previously been being visited by trading or fishing vessels.
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One of these intrusives, the Reverend John Brereton, reporting on the voyage, would author a BRIEFE AND 
TRUE RELATION OF THE DISCOVERIE OF THE NORTH PART OF VIRGINIA. The sponsor of this voyage, the Earl 
of Southampton, was also a patron of William Shakespeare, and about three years later this playwright would 
be writing a little something called The Tempest — quite probably accessing, for inspiration, Brereton’s 
accounts of Cuttyhunk.

Brereton described the Wampanoag:

May 15: Captain Bartholomew Gosnold’s bark Concord came with in sight of the New World headland which they 
would designate “Cape Cod, and sailed into Provincetown harbor.” 

RHODE ISLAND

BRERETON’S RELATION

exceeding courteous, gentle of disposition and well-
conditioned, excelling all others that we have seen;
so for shape of body and lovely favour   ...   of a
stature much higher than we   ...   complexion   ...
dark olive; their eyebrows and hair black   ...   of a
perfect constitution of body, active, strong,
healthful and very wittie [intelligent].

CAPE COD: The time must come when this coast will be a place of
resort for those New-Englanders who really wish to visit the sea-
side. At present it is wholly unknown to the fashionable world,
and probably it will never be agreeable to them. If it is merely
a ten-pin alley, or a circular railway, or an ocean of mint-julep,
that the visitor is in search of, –if he thinks more of the wine
than the brine, as I suspect some do at Newport,– I trust that
for a long time he will be disappointed here. But this shore will
never be more attractive than it is now. Such beaches as are
fashionable are here made and unmade in a day, I may almost say,
by the sea shifting its sands. Lynn and Nantasket! this bare and
bended arm it is that makes the bay in which they lie so snugly.
What are springs and waterfalls? Here is the spring of springs,
the waterfall of waterfalls. A storm in the fall or winter is the
tide to visit it; a light-house or a fisherman’s hut the true
hotel. A man may stand there and put all America behind him.

NEWPORT
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They would go ashore in a region of white sands before passing on around Nantucket Island. Following the 
coastline for several days, he discovered the large island “Marthaes Vineyard” (actually it seems that this name 
was originally applied not to the large island, but to an almost insignificant one near it that is now known as 
“Noman’s Land”). Then, passing around Dover Cliff, they would enter what they termed “Gosnold’s Hope,” 
which we now know as Buzzards Bay, and go ashore again at what they termed “Elizabeth’s Island,” which 
we now know as Cuttyhunk Island, which is the last of the chain of Elizabeth Islands that divide the waters off 

Martha’s Vineyard from Buzzards Bay. It would take them 19 days, late in May, to erect a fort and storehouse 
there, on a small island in the center of a lake that was some three miles in circumference, a place that it would 
be maximally difficult for the native inhabitants to approach by stealth. They would trade with the native 
inhabitants of this place for furs, skins, and sassafras. They would sow wheat, barley, and peas, and in two 
weeks the shoots would be nine inches tall and higher. Realizing at this point that the supplies which they had 
brought with them were not going to last until harvest, they got back aboard their bark to return to England.1

1. A notable account of the voyage, written by one of the gentlemen adventurers, the Reverend John Brereton, would help in 
popularizing subsequent voyages of exploration and colonization of the northeast seaboard of America. Then there would be Gabriel 
Archer’s account some two decades later, after Captain Bartholomew Gosnold’s death.
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The crew knew that the local sassafras would do well on the market, since Europeans at the time considered 
this root a cure-all. Despite the accuracy of this estimate that their sassafras would fetch many a pretty penny 
upon their return, this 1st known attempt to establish a trading post in Wampanoag territory would fail.

Gosnold’s expedition anchored in what would become Provincetown harbor and “tooke there a great store of 
Cod Fysshes”:

He may have landed somewhere in the cluster of eight offlying islands now known as the Isles of Shoals 
without making an entry in his log to that effect.2

Although he noted Nantucket Island in his log, he did not land.

... that “great store of codfish” which Captain
Bartholomew Gosnold caught there in 1602; which fish
appears to have been so called from the Saxon word
codde, “a case in which seeds are lodged,” either from
the form of the fish, or the quantity of spawn it
contains; whence also, perhaps, codling (“pomum
coctile”?) and coddle, -to cook green like peas.

COD
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Captain Gosnold noted a number of native American names on his chart and dedicated it to Prince Charles, 
16 years of age (later King Charles I), asking that “you would please to change their Barbarous names for such 
English, as Posterity may say Prince Charles was their God-father.” Prince Charles substituted, for the 
placename Accomack on this map, the name Plymouth — which appears to be why, on some old maps, there 
would be a “New Plymouth” marking the location of the New Comers in the bay of Cape Cod and also an “Old 
Plymouth” marking no white settlement that we have ever known anything about. “Old Plymouth” would 
simply have referred to this native village Accomack which had been redesignated as Plymouth by the young 
Prince.

July 7: The manumitted Quaker slave Kofi Slocum married Ruth Moses, a Pequot from a Wampanoag settlement on 
Martha’s Vineyard. They would reside on Cuttyhunk Island as caretakers of the Slocum family’s farms there, 
while raising four sons and six daughters.

January 17: On Cuttyhunk Island near the commercial port of New Bedford, Paul Cuffe was born to a father, Kofi 
Slocum, who had formerly been a slave to an American family, the Slocums, but who had been allowed by his 
benevolent Quaker slavemaster to purchase his own manumission — and to a mother who was Pequot.

The family, although not accepted as Friends did live following
Quaker values. Sometime in his youth, Cuffe received about two
weeks of formal education, which led him to a basic knowledge
of reading and writing.

2. Other Europeans were along the coast of the northern continent in this year as well. Sir Walter Raleigh had sent Samuel Mace of 
Weymouth on a voyage to the Virginia coast of the New World to gather plant materials and to search for survivors of the Lost 
Colony. Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, Gabriel Archer, and others were along the New England coast. Nova Scotia was being visited 
regularly by English traders.

1746

1759

PAUL CUFFE
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: September 2, 2013

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
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Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf

	Cuttyhunk Island in the Elizabeth Islands
	1602
	1746
	1759




