
GO TO MASTER INDEX OF RHODE ISLAND PLACES

MONTAUP OR POKANOKET “NOW LIKE TO BECOME MOUNT MISERY”

The next news we hear of Philip was that he had gotten
back to Mount Hope, now like to become Mount Misery to
him and his vagabond crew.

Hubbard, William. "A Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New-England, from the firft Planting Thereof in the Year 1607. to this present year 1677. But Chiefly of the Late Troubles in the Two Laft Years, 1675. and 1676." Boston, 1677.
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What the white intrusives referred to as Mount Hope was a native American religious center on a promontory 
on the east side of Narragansett Bay, known to the Narragansett natives as Montaup or Pokanoket. Nearby 
there were petroglyphs which indicated, at the very least, that this ceremonial site had been in use for an 
extended number of generations. If one needed to meet with a tribal leader, it would be to one or another of 
such sites that one would travel, simply because maintaining one’s presence at such a site, visible, findable, 
available, was part of what would make one a tribal leader, and, conversely, being absent, not visible, not 
findable, not available, was part of what it would take for someone else to be able to set themselves up as the 
leader.
I would maintain, therefore, that at the end of the race war labeled by the white side as “King Philip’s War,” 
there was absolutely no difficulty in finding and killing the tribal leader referred to as “King Philip.” And I 
would insist that this ready availability, never commented upon, reveals that the chasing down and shooting 
of Metacom (in his underwear, so to speak) after the collapse of the red opposition in this New England race 
war was not only unnecessary, but also unexpected — and that what it amounted to was cold-blooded state 
murder. It was as if, at the end of the Civil War, the North had sent a section of troops to the capital of the 
Confederacy, invested their former statehouse, tracked down and trapped Jefferson Davis hiding in an 
outhouse in his shorts, and carried off his head as a present for President Lincoln.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
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 At Québec, Father Jean de Brébeuf was entrusted with the care of the native Americans at the reservation at 
Sillery. 

Another Jesuit, Father Isaac Jogues, was captured in an ambush. After being kept around as a slave for some 
time in an Iroquois village, he would be tortured and murdered and in 1646  his head would be impaled 
on the village’s palisade. As a comparison situation to what has happened in regard to the memory of the 
martyred Metacom, we place on record here that there is now a marble statue at the scene of this historic crime 
against a white man, in Auriesville, New York, a spot which wants to be known as the National Shrine of the 
North American Martyrs.

1642

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


4 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

MONTAUP POKANOKET

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 5

MONTAUP POKANOKET

HDT WHAT? INDEX

The memento mori statue at the site depicts Father Jogues, already missing parts of two fingers to the torture 
of the Iroquois, in the act of carving the name of Jesus into a tree. There is of course no comparable memento 
mori at Mount Hope, reflecting the dismemberment of Metacom in 1676, neither because this native 
religious leader would omit to carve the name of Jesus into a tree, nor because he fails to qualify as an authentic 
martyr — but because he utterly flunks our test of skin color. No proper commemorative plaque marks the spot 
in Salem at which that red martyr’s head was impaled.

After Fathers Isaac Jogues and Bressani had been captured during effort to reach the Huron country, Father 
Jean de Brébeuf was appointed to make a 3d attempt. He succeeded. With him on this journey were Fathers 
Noel Chabanel and Garreau, both of whom would afterward be murdered. They reached St. Mary’s on the 
Wye, which was the central station of the Huron Mission.

 A Jesuit, Father Isaac Jogues, who had been captured in 1642 in an ambush, who had been being held by the 
Iroquois as a slave, was at this point tortured and murdered, and his head was impaled on the palisade of the 
village. As a comparison situation to what has happened in regard to the memory of the martyred Metacom, 
we place on record here that there is now a marble statue at the scene of this historic crime against a white man, 
in Auriesville, New York, a spot which wants to be known as the National Shrine of the North American 
Martyrs. The memento mori statue at the site depicts Father Jogues, already missing parts of two fingers to the 
torture of the Iroquois, in the act of carving the name of Jesus into a tree. There is of course no comparable 
memento mori at Mount Hope, reflecting the dismemberment of Metacom in 1676, neither because 
this native religious leader would omit to carve the name of Jesus into a tree, nor because he fails to qualify as 
an authentic martyr — but because he utterly flunks our primary test, which is that of skin color.

1646

MARTYRDOM

THE MARKET FOR HUMAN BODY PARTS

MARTYRDOM

THE MARKET FOR HUMAN BODY PARTS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
It isn’t something that only other people do.
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Swansea (Swanzy) was established, much closer than any English settlement had been to Metacom’s own 
village at Mount Hope. The English were hostile to Phillip’s agenda to raise herds of pigs (for instance, they 
had told him to get his pigs the hell off of Pig Island in the Narragansett Bay, where they as well as he were 
keeping pigs in order to preserve them safe against forest predators); however, as James D. Drake has 
commented on his page 66, “The Indians in the region were openly angry with their English neighbors, 
probably because livestock owned by the English were allowed to trespass on native land.”1

1667

1. Drake bases this guess on the work of Virginia DeJohn Anderson, “King Philip’s Herds: Indians, Colonists, and the Problem of 
Livestock in Early New England” (William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, 51, October 1994).
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“History is better than prophecy. In fact, history ‘is’
prophecy. And history says that whenever a weak and
ignorant people possess a thing which a strong and
enlightened people want, it must be yielded up.”

— Mark Twain

 Metacom was again summoned to Plymouth Town, as had already occurred during 1664, to provide 
reassurances against their fear that he was plotting to war upon the English.

It was in this period that Deliverance Smith was born. Although we know that eventually John Smith of 
Plymouth and Dartmouth would come to be the father a total of thirteen children and although the initial five, 
Hassadiah, John, Josiah, Eliazer, and Hezekiah, were definitely born to his 1st wife, Friend Deborah Howland 
Smith, and although the will would make it clear that Hannah, Sarah, and Deborah had been born to the 2d 
wife, Friend Ruhamah Kirby Smith — about Judah, Gershom, Deliverance, Mehitable, and Eliashib we can 
only infer that they would also pertain to this 2d Quaker woman, Ruhamah. As to how it was that a 2d Quaker 
wife was bearing children for this man across the water in Dartmouth while in Plymouth his 1st Quaker wife 
seems still to have been very much alive, and as to the details of the eventual relocation of this Smith family 
from Plymouth to Dartmouth, the genealogical record has preferred to remain silent. We notice a reticence in 
assigning the years of birth to the various children, as if these details would inform us of certain life patterns 
of which it would be better for the world at large to remain ignorant. We only know that this child, Deliverance, 
became a Friend.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
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Plymouth decreed that there was to be no “buying or receiving from the Indians any lands that appertain unto 
Mount hope, or Cawsumsett necke.” On this basis, we may infer that “Mount Hope” was the English name for 
the land which –either on account of the sharpness of the edges of the rocks in the vicinity, or on account of 
the usefulness of the rocks in the vicinity as whetstones for the sharpening of metal knifeblades– to the natives 
was known as Cawsumsett.

This was, is “King Philip’s Seat” at Mount Hope:

1668

BRISTOL

RHODE ISLAND

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
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July: Friend George Fox visited Rhode Island, staying with Governor Nicholas Easton. Quakers were just becoming 
the dominant group in that colony’s government. Governor Easton, 11 of the 16 assistants, and perhaps seven 
of the 20 deputies were members of the Religious Society of Friends. Friend Nicholas Easton was the primary 
political leader there at this point, and the Reverend Roger Williams the primary spiritual leader. Friend 
George recorded that:

Commenting on this, Jill Lepore surmises that this may be more than merely the “Quaker party line,” 
that although there is no extant record of such a visit, Friend John Easton of Rhode Island may have taken 
Friend George along on a visit to the sachem Metacom at Mount Hope. Alternatively, she offers, Friend George 
may simply have become aware somehow of the sachem Metacom’s rejection of the Reverend John Eliot’s 
proselytizing.

The conclusion Friend George Fox arrived at in his New World travels was that all humans did experience 
Christ’s light, however this experience might be conceptualized in a given culture:

But Fox did not come to America during this period just prior to the outbreak of “King Phillip’s War” only to 

1672

In New England there was an Indian king that said he saw that
there were many of their people of the Indians turned to the New
England professors. He said they were worse since than they were
before they left their own religion; and of all religions he said
the Quakers were the best.

Now Jews, and the Turks, and heathen, and Indians, that do not
nor will not profess and own Christ in the flesh, to be the
Savior; if one come to speak to them of their evil deeds and
words, and ask them if there is something in them that tells them,
they should not speak and do so, or so wickedly? (for the light
of Christ troubles and condemns them if they do evil), here they
will confess to the light of Christ though they know not what it
is....

Fox, George. GOSPEL TRUTHS DEMONSTRATED, first published as a collection in 1706, in WORKS. Philadelphia PA: Gould, 1831. Volume V, page 199.
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interrogate the indigenes. As mentioned above, he also came to deal with the intrusives, in particular with one 
intrusive, a Boston one named John Perrot. Fox wanted to counter the influence that was being exercised by 
Friend Perrot in Boston.

At the time Friend Perrot evidently was attempting to develop the Quaker insistence, that in matters of worship 
we ought to dispense with any form which might divide worshipers into opposing groups contemptuous of and 
intolerant of each other, to the point at which even the regularity of showing up on time for a silent meeting of 
worship, on First Day, was to be regarded as a “form” and discarded. George Fox sought to drive away such 
individuals, whom he characterized as “disorderly walkers.” And indeed, those Quakers who distrusted the 
growing levels of group control over individual conduct began to walk in other paths.

This 19th-Century engraving from an unknown painting may or may not be Friend George Fox -- but it’s certainly a nice hat.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
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William Hall was for one last time Deputy from Portsmouth to the General Assembly of Rhode Island. He was 
appointed on a committee for the purpose of “treating with the Indians about drunkenness, and to seriously 
council them, and agree of Some way to prevent extreme excess of Indian drunkenness.” Five headmen were 
named with whom the committee should treat, among whom was Metacom of Mount Hope, called King 
Phillip.

In the coming race war in New England, one or two hundred white colonists would be killed and hundreds of 
outlying pieces of property destroyed from a total white population probably at this point approaching 40,000.2

[The race war which we term King Philip’s War was] a war before
television, before film, before photography ... even crude wood
engravings were rare and printed books an uncommon commodity.
When the English and Algonquian peoples of seventeenth-century
New England went to war in 1675, they devastated one another.
In proportion to population, their short, vicious war inflicted
greater casualties than any other war in American history. Yet
a single image of the fighting survives: half a dozen tiny,
crouching figures shooting at one another along the creases of
John Seller’s map of New England printed in an English atlas in
1675. It tells us precious little.... [N]ot even Christian

1673

1675

2. The total native American population of which they professed to be so fearful, including women and children, probably numbered 
at this point fewer than 20,000, and a very significant percentage of this native population was Christian or friendly or allied rather 
than in any way hostile.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

Jill Lepore, _The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity_, NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998, pages xi, xiii
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Indians loyal to the English were spared; in the fall of 1675
most were removed from their towns and imprisoned on barren
islands, where many died of cold or hunger during the long
winter. Always brutal and everywhere fierce, King Phil[l]ip’s
War, as it came to be called, proved to be not only the most
fatal war in all of American history but also one of the most
merciless.

Actually, to speak very coldbloodedly about the matter, the statistics indicate that merely one person out of 
every 400 would die at best and one person out of every 200 would die at worst, and such statistics compare 
nicely with today’s death rate due to peacetime automotive accidents! (A comparison statistic would be that 
four children die by having a heavy TV set fall on them in their home –perhaps while they are being thrilled 
by a videotape of “Jaws”– for every child that dies of a shark attack while swimming at the beach.) Face it, the 
genocide would turn out to be a really good deal from the standpoint of the white intrusives, despite what has 
been written about how “disastrous” “King Phillip’s War” had been. In fact, if you believe that such population 
simplifications can solve problems (I happen not to believe this, myself), then this amounted to minimal losses 
with maximal gains. 
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“The Whites, by law of conquest, by justice of
civilization, are masters of the American continent,
and the best safety of the frontier settlers will be
secured by the total annihilation of the few remaining
Indians.”
    — L. Frank Baum, author of the OZ books

Mr. Trust Me,

Ambassador
the White Man’s

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
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The intrusive culture had reached critical mass and the native culture of the Wampanoag and Narragansett, 
with their “Welcome, Englishman, Welcome, Englishman,” and with their “What cheer, nehtop,” was at this 
point doomed to be virtually extinguished. Previously, they had been the white man’s valued allies against the 
Pequots, but the fact was, the English were white and delightsome and these people were red and 
unenlightened. Uncounted thousands of the red previous allies would be offed outright and then the remnants 
would become available to be sold into the international slave trade for foreign life slavery for approximately 
£3 per head after being transported in a vessel somewhat like this one, the Brooke:

Or, if young enough and congenial enough, they might avoid all this by being resituated into domestic 
indentured service to white families, or exiled to tribes farther toward the wilderness of the interior.

[Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near 
Newport on Aquidneck Island:]

An Anachronism:This illustration is an anachronism, since the act of the British Parliament that allowed slaves under transportation this much space would not come until June 17, 1788.
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By this point in time the promontory known as Mount Hope in the bay of Rhode Island was amounting merely 
to a little strip of de facto reservation land, approximately two miles wide and six long. The whites of Swansea 
had even erected “a very substantial fence quite across the great neck,” Bristol Neck, which was virtually 
preventing land access by the Narragansett to their little peninsula between Narragansett Bay and Mount Hope 
bay.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
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After the coming race war Captain Nathaniel Reynolds, ancestor of the Concord reverend who would officiate 
at Henry Thoreau’s funeral, would be taking possession of this one last little strip, renaming it Bristol

A S  T H E  S I T U A T I O N  W O U L D  B E  R E P O R T E D  I N
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The place where this King Philip doth dwell, is on 
a parcel of Land, called in Englifh, Mount-Hope, 
about twelve Miles long, and judged to be the beft 
Land in New England : And it was about thirty 
five Miles off of this Place to the Northward, 
that the firft Englifh that ever came there, 
Landed ; and by degrees built Houfes, and 
called the name of the place New-Plimouth, 
(becaufe Plimouth in Old England was the 
laft place they were at there).

An attempt was made to separate the friendly Christian
Indians from the wild savages, and some were brought
in to Deer Island in Boston harbor. Others [primarily
women and young children, and excluding any males of
warrior age] were brought to Concord and entrusted to
John Hoar, who built a workshop and stockade for them
next to his own house, which is now known as Orchard
House. This caused a furor in Concord. Many considered
the Christian Indians just spies and informers. The
town defenses were in a precarious state [due to the
fact that many of the white men were away, fighting in
the race war].

Wheeler, Ruth R. CONCORD: CLIMATE FOR FREEDOM. Concord MA: The Concord Antiquarian Society, 1967, page 49.
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As you might imagine, the sachem Metacom’s take on the situation differed considerably from the attitude of 
the English in Plymouth and Boston.
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Here I think that the attitude expressed by the amateur historian Reverend Grindall Reynolds of Concord is 
considerably more accurate and cogent than the attitude expressed by any of the professional historians of this 
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period:

Read Philip’s pathetic story recorded in Arnold’s history
[Arnold’s RHODE ISLAND, Volume I, page 394] and you will know
how it looked to the conquered. Said he to John Borden of
Rhode Island:—

“The English who came to this country were but a handful
of people, forlorn, poor, and distressed. My father was
then Sachem. He relieved their distresses. He gave them
land to build and plant upon. He did all in his power to
serve them. Their numbers rapidly increased. My father’s
counsellors became uneasy and alarmed. They advised him to
destroy them before they should become too strong. But my
father was also the father of the English. His advice
prevailed. It was then concluded to give victuals to the
English. Experience had taught that the fears of my
father’s counsellors were right. By various means they got
possessed of a great part of his territory. My elder
brother became Sachem. They pretended to suspect him of
evil designs. He was seized and confined, and thrown into
sickness and died. After I became Sachem they disarmed all
my people. They tried them by their own laws, assessed
damages which they could not pay, and their land was taken.
Thus tract after tract is gone. But a small part of the
dominion of my ancestors remains. I am determined not to
live till I have no country.”

So it is evident that life and death grapple, called
King Philip’s War, had to come. I am with those who doubt
the accepted theory about it. Our fathers excited by
natural, and for the most part well founded fears,
exaggerated both the capacity and plans of Philip.
They believed that he had formed a gigantic Indian
Confederacy. This theory rested on slender foundations.
The King Philip of the annals is certainly a creature of
the imagination. The real Philip had not head enough to
plan such a confederacy, nor courage enough to carry it
into effect. His commanding influence, if he ever had any,
began with the attack on Swanzey and closed with his flight
to the Nipmucks. From that moment as a great figure he
disappears. Indeed, if we suppose the affair at Swanzey to
be the culmination of years of plotting, what further
proof of Philip’s weakness is needed? There was
no preparation whatever for defense. A few hundred hasty
levies in forty-eight hours swept his tribe out
of existence. There is very slight evidence that he was in
command at any of the later undertakings. He certainly
fled for a time to the Mohawks. Had not a certain Nemesis
brought him back to die on his own hearthstone, and so lent
pathos to life’s close, he might almost have been
forgotten.

This is the Reverend Grindall Reynolds’s _King Philip’s War; with special reference to the attack on Brookfield in August, 1675_ read before the American Antiquarian Society on October 21, 1887.
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Mary McCarthy, writing in 1946, would term Hiroshima “a hole in human history.”

There is such a hole in human history, it would seem, at every point at which an atrocity has been committed 
by some group which then “won.” For instance, the hole in Concord history which resulted from the racial 
mass murder on Mount Misery at the watershed of Walden Pond as of the Massachusetts race war in 1675-
1676, and the hole in human history which would result from the use of the Christian Dakota as hostages 
during the race war of 1863. 

Writing thirty years after the fact of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Ralph Lapp, who had worked on the A-bomb, 
would ask “If the memory of things is to deter, where is that memory?” He would add that “Hiroshima has 
been taken out of the American conscience, eviscerated, extirpated.”

With much of their territory sold or “mortgaged,” the sachems of the Narragansett became embroiled in the 
conflict that was intensifying between the English of Plymouth Colony and the Wampanoag sachem Metacom 
of Mount Hope. However, when the United Colonies demanded Wampanoag women and children as hostages, 
they attempted to refuse.
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The following is the manner in which this sad history of hostaging is reflected in Henry Thoreau’s A WEEK 
ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS:

(Bear in mind, in excuse for Henry Thoreau here, that he did not have the objective, unbiased, culture-
independent historical materials available to him which we wonderful people have made so freely available 
today. All he had available were such materials as above, which he was able to cite and pay proper attention 
to despite their subjective, biased, culturally determined nature.)

At some point during this year, Peter Folger’s poem “A Looking Glasse for the Times,” of which no printed 
copy has survived, would comment upon the hostilities.

The Massachusetts Bay Colony enacted a special levy of the towns, to pay for the general race war.
There were 49 towns. The tax for “Mendham,” for instance, was £16 6s. 2d.

Daniel Gookin, who, in his Epistle Dedicatory to Robert
Boyle, apologizes for presenting his

matter clothed in a wilderness
dress,

says that on the breaking out of Philip’s war in 1675,
there were taken up by the Christian Indians and the
English in Marlborough, and sent to Cambridge, seven

Indians belonging to Narragansett,
Long Island, and Pequod, who had
all been at work about seven weeks
with one Mr. Jonathan Tyng, of
Dunstable, upon Merrimack River;
and, hearing of the war, they
reckoned with their master, and
getting their wages, conveyed
themselves away without his
privity, and, being afraid, marched
secretly through the woods,
designing to go to their own
country.

However, they were released soon after. Such were the
hired men in those days.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 23

MONTAUP POKANOKET

HDT WHAT? INDEX

June 11: The women and children of the promontory known as Mount Hope in the bay of Rhode Island were taken 
across the bay for sanctuary in the Narragansett country. Braves started appearing more frequently in the 
neighborhood of the smaller outlying hamlets. There was a report that the Wampanoag near Swansea 
(Swanzey) were under arms. 

The English, who were of course under arms, were of course greatly alarmed that any other than themselves 
would be under arms. Even Quaker adherents of the Peace Testimony were preparing for the coming race war:

In 1675, King Philip's War erupted, between native Americans and
the English of the United Colonies of Massachusetts and
Plymouth. A 14-month war of exceptional loss of life, much of
it fought on Rhode Island soil....
It is conventional wisdom that the Quaker government
participated in the war only with great reluctance and minimal
measures. But contradictory evidence modifies this view. While
it is clear that large-scale troop mobilisations did not occur
... the Quaker government directed military activities of both
an offensive and defensive nature....
At the beginning of the war, in June 1675, the Quaker governor
was John Easton, supported by five Quaker assistants and at
least four Quaker deputies. All of the men were early and
substantial leaders within the Rhode Island meeting. The Newport
Monthly Meetings, for example were held at Governor William
Coddington’s house, where indeed George Fox attended Yearly
Meeting in 1672.
The legislative records, noting the “dangerous hurries with the
Indians,”3 show that the government engaged in mobilising
councils of war in the towns, ordering ammunition, mounting
“great guns” and transporting Plymouth soldiers.4 Quakers were
specifically commissioned to oversee watches in Rhode Island,
to evaluate whether to fund a garrison in Providence, to procure

3. RECORDS OF THE COLONY OF RHODE ISLAND...Volume 2, page 531
4. Friend Walter Clarke’s letter to the magistrates at Providence, 19th day of 9th month, 1675

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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and manage the deployment of four boats, each with five or six
men, and to patrol the waters of Narragansett Bay.5 The Assembly
appointed a major to command the military forces of the colony,
thereby centralizing the war power. Governor Coddington signed
the major’s commission “to use your utmost endeavor to kill,
expulse, expell, take and destroy all and every the enemies of
this his Majesty’s Collony.”6 [Meredith Baldwin Weddle, “Early
Quaker Peace Testimony,” in Mullett’s NEW LIGHT ON GEORGE Fox,
pages 92-93]

5. RECORDS OF THE COLONY OF RHODE ISLAND...Volume 2, pages 531-537, passim
6. RECORDS OF THE COLONY OF RHODE ISLAND...Volume 2, page 538

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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June 17: On this day Friend John Easton, a high government official of the Rhode Island Plantation who was also 
something of a mediator, this Quaker who only a few years before had had personal interaction with Friend 
George Fox during his visit to the New World, decided to try to prevent the coming race war in a traditional 
Quaker way “by removing the occasion for it.” He and four other unarmed white men rowed across 
Narragansett Bay to Metacom’s ceremonial center on the Mount Hope promontory, and walked up the path to 
the top of the hill. Metacom had put aside his arms although the approximately 40 other warriors who were 
present did not, and so they all sat around talking about how to arrange a conciliation of grievances by agreed 
impartial third parties, red and white. As Easton later reconstructed the conversation:7

According to the Reverend Grindall Reynolds’s KING PHILIP’S WAR IN HISTORICAL SKETCHES:

7. Hough edition of Deputy-Governor John Easton’s NARRATIVE, pages 7-31 passim.

We sat veri friendly together. We told him our bisness 
was to indever that they might not receve or do rong. 
... We told them that our desire was that the quarrel 
might be rightly decided in the best way, not as dogs 
decide their quarrels. ... [The Native Americans] owned 
that fighting was the worst way, but they inquired how 
right might take place without fighting. We said by 
arbitration. They said that by arbitration the English 
agreed against them, and so by arbitration they had much 
rong. ... We said they might chuse a Indian King and the 
English might chuse the Governor of New Yorke, that 
neither had case to say that either wear parties to the 
difference. They said they had not heard of this way. 
We were persuaded that if this way had been tendered 
they would have accepted. ... [Metacom pointed out that 
his father the Massasoit,] when the English first came, 
was a great man and the English as a littill child. He 
constrained the other Indians from ronging the English, 
and gave them corn and shewed them how to plant it and 
was free to do them ani good. ... But their King’s 
brother [Metacom/Phillip’s brother “Allexander”], when 
he was King came miserably to dy, being forced to court, 
and as they judged poysoned. ... Another Greavance was, 
if 20 of their onest Indiands testified that an 
Englishman had dun them rong it was nothing, but if one 
of their worst Indians testified against any Indian, or 
their King, when it pleased the English, it was 
suficiant. ... [The English were so] eager to sell the 
Indians lickers that most Indians spent all in drynknes 
and then raved upon the sober Indians! ... I am 
persuaded of New England Prists they are so blinded by 
the spirit of Persecution and to maintain their hyer 
that they have been the case that the law of Nations and 
the Law of Arems have been violated in this war. The war 
would not have been if ther had not bine hyerlings.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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At this point Metacom had a little more than a year to live. Before the fall of the next year his wife and son 
would have been captured for sale into foreign slavery, 

he would have been hunted down and shot in a nearby swamp, his body would have been cut in quarters and 
hung in a tree there, his withered hand would have been severed and carried around to be displayed as a 
curiosity in bars, his skull would have been installed for display atop a pole in Salem, and eventually his 
jawbone would wind up in the personal collection of the Reverend Cotton Mather (all in all, not a whole lot to 

My ancestor, Captain Nathaniel Reynolds, was one of the
original settlers, who after the war took possession
of Mount Hope, the home of the Wampanoags, and named
it Bristol.... The whole of Plymouth County was then
[1681] settled, except this territory, which was the
only spot left uncovered in the western march of
English population.... Of this great tract all they
[the Wampanoag] retained in 1675 was a little strip,
called then Mount Hope, scarcely six miles long and two
miles wide. The southern line of English possession had
been drawn right across Bristol Neck, enclosing, and
almost imprisoning, the tribe in a little peninsula,
washed on all sides, except the north, by the waters
of Narragansett and Mount Hope bays. As if to emphasize
this fact, their neighbors, the people of Swanzey
[sic], “set up a very substantial fence quite across
the great neck.”

My heart breaks; now I am ready to die.
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look forward to, I suppose you’d agree).

June 23: A white boy shot and killed a red native who was looting one of the abandoned Swansea homes. The trap, if 
it was a trap, was sprung. The next day after that offing, the escalation would be on its merry way, with one 
white being offed at Swansea, two being offed at Miles’ Garrison, two being offed at Rehoboth, and six being 
offed at Mattapoiset.8

At some point in this timeframe, Friend John Easton would relate, a letter had been received in Rhode Island 
from the governor of the Plymouth colony, John Winslow, requesting “our help with sum boats if thay had such 
ocation and for us to looke to our selfs.” Captain James Cudworth communicated that the Governor’s intention 
in making this request was to “Cum upon the indians” by land, down the neck of the Mount Hope peninsula, 
and that the Rhode Island boats were “to atend,” blockading the Mount Hope peninsula so that the Wampanoag 
would not be able to escape the Plymouth troops simply by taking to their canoes. On this day Governor 
William Coddington of Rhode Island, a Quaker, agreed to do this: “I intend (God willing) to get our boats and 
watch the shore to oppose the common enemy, all of us being Englishmen and subjects of our King and 
proposing to serve one and the same end.” One may infer from this pledge that the Quaker Peace Testimony 
was not seen as applying to interracial conflicts — that blood was thicker than principle.

8. The “score” at this point: 8 out of 10 Commandments still operational.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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June 26-29: Attacks were made by the Wampanoag upon Rehoboth and Taunton.
It proved to be possible to evade the approaching colonial troops and evacuate Mount Hope 
in favor of Pocasset (now Tiverton, Rhode Island). The Mohegan sent an embassy to Boston with an offer to 
fight alongside the English against the Wampanoag.

Here again however, I suppose the attitude expressed by the amateur historian Reverend Grindall Reynolds of 
Concord to be considerably more accurate and cogent than the attitude expressed by any of the professional 
historians of this period:

June 28: Benjamin Batten, a Boston merchant, reported to the Navy Office in London that “thaire was 300 of the 
English of Plimoth & Road Iland besides our forces which ware just gott up” to the Wampanoag settlement at 
Mount Hope.

The first act of the war closed with Philip’s flight from
Mount Hope. At the seat of what, we are asked to believe,
was a long conceived, subtle, and powerful confederacy,
almost literally no resistance was made. In forty-eight
hours after the appearance of the hastily gathered English
soldiery, the chief was a fugitive, and his tribe, as such,
swept out of existence.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
RHODE ISLAND
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June 30: Benjamin Batten, Boston merchant, added to his report of the Rhode Island goings-on to the Navy Office in 
London that “thay of Road Iland had newly sent a hundred quakers men well apinted with Carnall weapons to 
fight the Infidells, most of them and Road Iland being such.”

Some 300 white men had come together at Swansea and, after having been delayed by storms, on this day they 
marched onto the Mount Hope peninsula, only to discover that it had been abandoned (the Wampanoag had 
several days before gone into hiding in a swamp in the Pocasset country). The white men withdrew to Swansea 
where they would content themselves with more or less ineffective patrol duty.

August 12, Saturday:9 The word was out early that morning that King Phillip, with his wife Wootonekanuske and child 
having been taken captive, and with all his efforts to obtain help from other native tribes having proven to be 
totally fruitless, had given up and gone home to Pokanoket to await his fate:

“As the star of the Indian descended, 
that of the Puritans rose ever higher.”

— Tourtellot, Arthur Bernon, THE CHARLES,
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941, page 63

1676

9. On this date William Harris wrote again to Sir Joseph Williamson, a letter which is a useful source of information.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

The next news we hear of Philip was that he had gotten
back to Mount Hope, now like to become Mount Misery to
him and his vagabond crew.

Hubbard, William. "A Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New-England, from the firft Planting Thereof in the Year 1607. to this present year 1677. But Chiefly of the Late Troubles in the Two Laft Years, 1675. and 1676." Boston, 1677.
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After a year’s absence Philip, reduced to a miserable condition,
returned to his native place, near which he was killed, Aug. 12,
1676. One of his own men, whom he had offended, and who had
deserted to the English, shot him through the heart. His death
put an end to this most horrid and distressing war.
About 3000 warriors were combined for the destruction of New
England, and the war terminated with their entire defeat, and
almost total extinction. About 600 of the English inhabitants,
the greatest part of whom were the flower and strength of the
country, either fell in battle or were murdered by the enemy.
Twelve or thirteen towns were destroyed [according to Trumbell,
vol. i, page 350, and Holmes’s Annals of America, i., page 384]
and about 600 houses burned.10

10. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne, 
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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The warriors under Captain Benjamin Church,11 white and red, crept up during the previous night and in the 
dawn they assaulted Metacom’s hilltop ceremonial center at Mount Hope on Rhode Island’s Narragansett Bay. 

Surprise was achieved. An English-allied native informant named Alderman hunted down and shot the fleeing 
leader in the nearby swamps where in better times he had been keeping his royal herds of pigs. 

The first shot through the upper chest put Metacom on his face in the mud and water on top of his gun. 
Alderman apparently then poured more powder down the barrel of his gun, rammed down another ball, 
charged his pan –a process requiring a certain amount of time– and then shot Metacom again, this time 
delivering the coup de grace directly through the heart. Some five or six persons who were with Metacom also 
were killed while attempting to escape. The white army gave “three loud huzzas.” As the Reverend Increase 
Mather would later characterize the accomplishment,12 the grand result had been brought about by a 

11. Benjamin Church would later be paid the going rate for Metacom’s head, 30 shillings, “scant reward, and poor encouragement,” 
when it was mounted atop a pole in Plymouth common.
12. Reverend Increase Mather. A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WARR WITH THE INDIANS IN NEW-ENGLAND (1676).

We have absolutely no idea what Benjamin Church looked like.
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combination of the white people’s righteous prayers to their God, and the red people’s wicked remarks in 
disregard of God’s wrath: the white warriors, he claimed, had prayed the bullet into Metacom’s heart, whereas 
there was an unnamed “chief” present who had been a sneerer at the Christian religion, who “withal, added a 
most hideous blasphemy, immediately upon which a bullet took him in the head, and dashed out his brains, 
sending his cursed soul in a moment among the devils, and blasphemers, in hell forever.”13

The corpse of Metacom was “pulled out of the mire to the upland,” some tugging it by the stockings and others 
by the breechclout, the body being otherwise unclothed “and a doleful, great, naked, dirty beast he looked 
like,” was quartered and hanged in four separate trees and the head and his trademark crippled hand 
were carried away.14No mention was made at the time, or later, about any pipe, any war club, or any wampum 

belt associated with Metacom that had been sequestered either by Alderman or by Church as souvenirs of the 
event.

13. Since the Reverend Increase Mather’s PREVALENCY OF PRAYER was well known, and since this is from page 7 in the front of 
the book, we may suppose that the initial audience for WALDEN well understood that Thoreau was taking an actual slap at the 
memory of the Reverend on page 182, where he made his preposterous remark that “this vice is one of which the Indians were never 
guilty.”

WALDEN: Some have been puzzled to tell how the shore became so
regularly paved. My townsmen have all heard the tradition, the
oldest people tell me that they heard it in their youth, that
anciently the Indians were holding a pow-wow upon a hill here,
which rose as high into the heavens as the pond now sinks deep
into the earth, and they used much profanity, as the story goes,
though this vice is one of which the Indians were never guilty,
and while they were thus engaged the hill shook and suddenly sank,
and only one old squaw, named Walden, escaped, and from her the
pond was named.

THE MARKET FOR HUMAN BODY PARTS

This painting, done in about 1860, was based on absolutely nothing. There are no authentic period depictions of this person.

It isn’t something that only other people do.
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Samuel Sewall lettered neatly alongside this date in his almanac: Philippus exit.

14. Note: The head would be mounted atop a pole in Plymouth and would remain there for a quarter of a century. The hand, 
recognizable as King Phillip’s because crippled (evidently a pistol had split while being fired), would be preserved by Alderman in 
a bucket of rum and displayed for pennies in taverns for many years. The horrible death and mutilation of the person who supposedly 
had caused these hostilities, however, would do little to bring these hostilities to an end. In western New England, and in Maine, 
this race war, which in actuality had always been an unplanned leaderless struggle between mutually antagonistic and intolerant 
groups, would continue unabated. The Abenaki of Maine (Penobscot) would be attacking the settlements of the English along the 
coastline well into 1677. The Iroquois and the Algonquian would be attacking in the inland regions for the next three generations, 
right up into the period of the French and Indian Wars.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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Here is how the scene would be depicted, from 1829 to 1887, on the American stage:

META. Embrace me, Nahmeokee — ’twas like the first you
gave me in the days of our strength and joy — they are
gone. [Places his ear to the ground] Hark! In the
distant wood I faintly hear the cautious tread of men!
They are upon us, Nahmeokee — the home of the happy is
made ready for thee. [Stabs her, she dies] She felt no
white man’s bondage — free as the air she lived — pure
as the snow she died! In smiles she died! Let me taste
it, ere her lips are cold as the ice. [Loud shouts.
Roll of drums. Kaweshine leads Church and Soldiers on
bridge, R.]

CHURCH. He is found! Philip is our prisoner.

META. No! He lives — last of his race — but still your
enemy — lives to defy you still. Though numbers
overpower me and treachery surround me, though friends
desert me, I defy you still! Come to me — come singly
to me! And this true knife that has tasted the foul
blood of your nation and now is red with the purest of
mine, will feel a grasp as strong as when it flashed
in the blaze of your burning dwellings, or was lifted
terribly over the fallen in battle.

CHURCH. Fire upon him!

META. Do so, I am weary of the world for ye are dwellers
in it; I would not turn upon my heel to save my life.

CHURCH. Your duty, soldiers. [They fire. Metamora
falls. Enter Walter, Oceana, Wolfe, Sir Arthur,
Errington, Goodenough, Tramp and Peasants. Roll of
drums and trumpet till all on.]

META. My curses on you, white men! May the Great Spirit
curse you when he speaks in his war voice from the
clouds! Murderers! The last of the Wampanoags’ curse
be on you! May your graves and the graves of your
children be in the path the red man shall trace! And
may the wolf and panther howl o’er your fleshless
bones, fit banquet for the destroyers! Spirits of the
grave, I come! But the curse of Metamora stays with the
white man! I die! My wife! My queen! My Nahmeokee!
[Falls and dies; a tableau is formed. Drums and trumpet
sound a retreat till curtain. Slow curtain]

Hubbard, William. "A Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New-England, from the firft Planting Thereof in the Year 1607. to this present year 1677. But Chiefly of the Late Troubles in the Two Laft Years, 1675. and 1676." Boston, 1677.
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King Phillip being very very dead, King Charles II sold Metacom’s 7,000 acres in Bristol and Warren to the 
Plymouth colony — which in turn would sell the land to four investors for £1,100 sterling.

1679

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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King Phillip’s head had been rotting atop a pole in Plymouth for about five years (and would remain there for 
approximately another fifteen). His teenage son, the next in line to be sachem of the Wampanoag –this 
grandson of the Massasoit Ousamequin Yellow Feather15 whose name we seldom even bother to record– 
was serving the duration of his life in overseas slavery.16 “King Phillip’s War” was a matter of memory. At this 
point the paths of two persons of differing race and culture passed in the forest of Rhode Island, and one 
discharged his weapon at the other.

In her THE NAME OF WAR: KING PHILIP’S WAR AND THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN IDENTITY (NY: Knopf, 1998, 
pages 182-3), Jill Lepore takes most seriously the warning issued by the Reverend Cotton Mather in 1692, 

“...Our Indian wars are not over yet,” and is willing to deal at length with materials that for instance 
contemporary Quakers may use in their ruminations on 20th-Century renditions of their Peace Testimony:

1681

15. Massasoit is not a name, but a hereditary title, like sachem. Its meaning is approximately equivalent to Shahanshah.
16. In all likelihood the teenager had been sold in the West Indies for approximately £3.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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I very much appreciate this because it so well illustrates the influence of testimony. One person’s moderation, 
one person’s individual lived example –to wit, the unnamed native’s declining to return fire after an aggressor 
had discharged his firearm (and thus effectively for a period of about a minute disarmed himself), this 
anonymous person’s having contented himself with a verbal reproach after his life had been so unnecessarily 
endangered– became magnified in Rhode Island into a movement toward de-escalation of the race violence.

A model for us all!

During this same year, at Mount Hope one day, a man was held down and the brandPburned into 

In 1681, five years after King Philip’s War had ended, two men
met in the woods outside Providence. One was English, the other
Indian. Both carried guns. When the Englishman, Benjamin Henden,
saw the Indian (whose name was never mentioned), he ordered him
to halt, but the Indian “would not obey his word, and stand at
his Command.” Furious, Henden raised his gun and fired, “with an
Intent to have killed him.” Luckily for the Indian, Henden was a
lousy shot and missed his target entirely. And luckily for Henden,
the Indian was not a vengeful man. “Notwithstanding the said
violence to him offered did not seek to revenge himselfe by the
like return ; although he alsoe had a gunn and might have shott
at Henden againe if he had been minded soe to have done.” Instead
of shooting Henden, the Indian man “went peaceably away,”
stopping only long enough to use “some words by way of Reproof ;
unto the said Hernden [sic] blaming him for that his Violence and
Cruelty, and wondering that English men should offer soe to shoot
at him and such as he was without cause.”

Had these same two men met in the same woods five or six years
earlier, when King Philip’s War was still raging, it is unlikely
that both would have survived the encounter unharmed. Henden, if
he had traveled at all in Massachusetts, was probably familiar
with the law passed in that colony in 1675 dictating that “it
shall be lawful for any person, whether English or Indian, that
shall finde any Indian travelling or skulking in any of our Towns
or Woods ... to command them under their Guard and Examination,
or to kill and destroy them as they best may or can.” But that
law was, of course, no longer in effect (and never was in Rhode
Island), and for his anachronistic and misplaced aggression,
Henden landed himself in court, condemned for his “late rash
turbulent and violent behavior.” The case even led the Rhode
Island General Assembly to pass “an act to prevent outrages
against the Indians, precipitated by a rhode islander shooting an
indian in the woods.” In the first place, as the Assembly
declared, agreeing with Henden’s intended victim, Henden had “noe
Authority nor just cause” to command the Indian to halt. “Noe
person,” the Assembly proclaimed, “shall presume to doe any such
unlawfull acts of violence against the Indians upon their
perills.” And more importantly, Henden and others like him must
learn to “behave themselves peaceably towards the Indians, in
like maner as before the ware.”

PROVIDENCE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
Lepore, Jill. _The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity_. NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998, pages 182-3
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his forehead. This was not the mark of

Phillip
the sachem Metacom of Mount Hope, but stood instead, curiously, for the term of art

Pollution17

— because this white man, named Thomas Saddeler, had been observed to have been taking his mare to 
“a certaine obscure and woodey place, on Mount Hope,” and to have there been engaging in sexual intercourse 
with her.18

“As the star of the Indian descended, 
that of the Puritans rose ever higher.”

— Tourtellot, Arthur Bernon, THE CHARLES,
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941, page 63

17. Bear in mind in regard to this term pollution that the concept perversion would not formally enter out medical terminology 
until 1842, when it would be defined in Dunglison’s MEDICAL LEXICON as one of the four modifications of function in disease, 
the other three modifications of function being augmentation, diminution, and abolition.
18. Although we don’t have a record of what happened to the mare, in such cases we know the abused animal was always offed.
No way would they have left the mare to the mercy of this Tommy and, also, no way would any other white man have been willing 
to take charge of it.
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As the Reverend Cotton Mather would put the matter in 1692, 

As Jill Lepore has more recently phrased the matter, relying upon a heightened level of sarcasm and self-
awareness,

What was a poor white man to do?

We have shamefully Indianized in all these abominable 
things....  Our Indian wars are not over yet.

After fourteen months of bloodshed, followed by three
years of intermittent fighting, the colonists were
right back where they started, as “Heathenish,”
as Indian, as ever. Philip’s death was only a hollow
victory. Depravity still soiled New England....
Tempted by the devil, corrupted by the Indian
wilderness, Englishmen were still degenerating into
beasts.

Here, then, was the solution to the colonists’ dilemma
... wage the war, and win it, by whatever means
necessary, and then write about it, to win it again.
The first would be a victory of wounds, the second a
victory of words.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
There’s the little jihad, and then there’s the great jihad....

This image of the Reverend Cotton Mather is a 1728 mezzotint done by Peter Pelham.

Lepore, Jill. _The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity_. NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998, page 182

Lepore, Jill. _The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity_. NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998, page 11
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September 1: The white settlement at Mount Hope was designated as “Bristol.”
RHODE ISLAND
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The population of Providence, Rhode Island amounted to, in the categories of the day: 747 men, 741 women, 
655 boys, 754 girls, 262 blacks, 275 men able to bear arms, and 406 enlisted soldiers.

John Green’s Map of the Most Inhabited Part of New England was based largely upon the previously published 
map by Dr. William Douglass. Dr. Douglass (1700-1752) had been a Scottish physician practicing in Boston 
who had studied in Edinburgh, Leyden, and Paris. Here are two details from his earlier map:

1755
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EAST GREENWICH RI
MOUNT HOPE

PORTSMOUTH

TIVERTON

WARWICK RI
REHOBOTH

BRISTOL

WARREN

SWANSEA
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(In the lower right corner of this new 1855 offering we are offered the First Comers at Plymouth — being met 
on the shore by an Indian holding a pole with a liberty cap atop it!)

Also in this year, a map by Jean Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville:

CONCORD

CARTOGRAPHY
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Also in this year, a map by Thomas Kitchin:
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 Josiah Quincy, Sr. visited Rhode Island.

Mount Hope is not a high hill at all, rising only to some 200 plus feet above the level of Narragansett Bay. 
In this year the infamous Senator James DeWolf had an octagonal summer house erected near its top.

1801

JOSIAH QUINCY, SR.

BRISTOL

The DeWolf Crest

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
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 The Reverend Timothy Alden mentioned that “the genuine aboriginal name” for “Mount Hope” had been 
“Mon Top.”

William E. Richmond’s “Mount Hope, a Poem.” In this poem, the three names “Mount Hope,” “Monte Haup,” 
and “Mon Top” are used interchangeably.

1814

1818

The DeWolf Carriage

BRISTOL

RHODE ISLAND

NARRAGANSETT BAY

BRISTOL

RHODE ISLAND

NARRAGANSETT BAY
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 Edward Everett dedicated a monument to “King Phillip’s War” by offering that unless it was wrong for the 
Europeans to have come over here and intruded into the American continent, such a race conflict was perhaps 
necessary and inevitable.

“What the American public always wants is a tragedy with
a happy ending.”

— William Dean Howells

At about this point a mysterious rock was discovered at the tide line of Mount Hope:

1835
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 Nathaniel Hawthorne, in a tale entitled “Endicott and the Red Cross,” created a prototype for his “lost and 
desperate” Hester Prynne character wearing “the letter A on the breast of her gown” in “scarlet cloth, with 
golden thread and the nicest art of needlework.” Could this have been inspired by the record of the English 
white man, Thomas Saddeler, had been observed to have been taking his mare to “a certaine obscure 
and woodey place, on Mount Hope,” five years after the end of “King Phillip’s War”, 
and to have there been engaging in sexual intercourse with her, who had been held down and the brand P 

burned into his forehead, standing for “Pollution”?

(It is a common literary tactic, to obscure one’s source by the tactic of the inversion of gender, as witness Mary 
Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s FRANKENSTEIN; OR, THE MODERN PROMETHEUS, which obviously 
originated as an inverted story of a mother giving birth to
and being horrified by and being unable psychically to provide adequately for a horribly
deformed infant.)

1837

THE SCARLET LETTER: When the young woman – the mother of this child
– stood fully revealed before the crowd, it seemed to be her first
impulse to clasp the infant closely to her bosom; not so much by
an impulse of motherly affection, as that she might thereby
conceal a certain token, which was wrought or fastened into her
dress. In a moment, however, wisely judging that one token of her
shame would but poorly serve to hide another, she took the baby
on her arm, and with a burning blush, and yet a haughty smile,
and a glance that would not be abashed, looked around at her
townspeople and neighbours. On the breast of her gown, in fine
red cloth, surrounded with an elaborate embroidery and fantastic
flourishes of gold thread, appeared the letter A. It was so
artistically done, and with so much fertility and gorgeous
luxuriance of fancy, that it had all the effect of a last and
fitting decoration to the apparel which she wore, and which was
of a splendour in accordance with the taste of the age, but
greatly beyond what was allowed by the sumptuary regulations of
the colony.
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During this period Nathaniel Hawthorne’s friend John L. O’Sullivan was helping get out the Democratic vote 
in New York, on behalf of James Knox Polk from Tennessee.

1844
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Nathaniel Hawthorne entered a reminder in a notebook about “The life of a woman who, by an old colony law, 
was condemned always to wear the letter A, sewed on her garment, in token of her having committed 
adultery.” That “old colony law” had bee a Plymouth one that had been enacted in 1694. This was presumably 
the source for his short story “Endicott and the Red Cross,” in which a Salem woman required to wear the 
red letter “ A ,” had fantastically embroidered it. But might not his THE SCARLET LETTER also have received 
inspiration from an entirely unmentionable source, to wit, the record of the English white man, 
Thomas Saddeler, had been observed to have been taking his mare to “a certaine obscure and woodey place, 
on Mount Hope,” five years after the end of “King Phillip’s War”, and to have there been engaging in sexual 
intercourse with her, who had been held down and the brand P burned into his forehead, standing for 
“Pollution”?

(It is a common literary tactic, to obscure one’s source by the tactic of the inversion of gender, as witness Mary 
Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s FRANKENSTEIN; OR, THE MODERN PROMETHEUS, which obviously 
originated as an inverted story of a mother giving birth to and being horrified by and being unable psychically 
to provide adequately for a horribly 
deformed infant.)

THE SCARLET LETTER: When the young woman – the mother of this child
– stood fully revealed before the crowd, it seemed to be her first
impulse to clasp the infant closely to her bosom; not so much by
an impulse of motherly affection, as that she might thereby
conceal a certain token, which was wrought or fastened into her
dress. In a moment, however, wisely judging that one token of her
shame would but poorly serve to hide another, she took the baby
on her arm, and with a burning blush, and yet a haughty smile,
and a glance that would not be abashed, looked around at her
townspeople and neighbours. On the breast of her gown, in fine
red cloth, surrounded with an elaborate embroidery and fantastic
flourishes of gold thread, appeared the letter A. It was so
artistically done, and with so much fertility and gorgeous
luxuriance of fancy, that it had all the effect of a last and
fitting decoration to the apparel which she wore, and which was
of a splendour in accordance with the taste of the age, but
greatly beyond what was allowed by the sumptuary regulations of
the colony.
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The proposal was made that the line of mysterious symbols, that had been first noticed in about 1835 on a rock 
at the tide line at Mount Hope, Rhode Island had been carved there by Norsemen in the 11th Century. This was 
of course a preposterous inference as none of the symbols resembled any known Norse symbols, and more 
recently, in 1919, the symbols would be discovered to be merely from the Cherokee syllabary — but stupid 
self-important ideas die hard, and so even today this thing is being referred to as “Norse Rock.”

1845
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December: Knowing no shame, the Rhode Island Historical Society positioned a marker in celebration of the home 
invasion murder of King Philip on August 12, 1676, O.S., on the very location in the “Miery Swamp” of the 
Mount Hope peninsula.

1877
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October 21, day: A German protectorate was established over Nauru.

Baluchistan was united with India.

The Reverend Grindall Reynolds read his paper “King Philip’s War; with special reference to the attack on 
Brookfield in August, 1675” before the American Antiquarian Society (refer to his later publication KING 
PHILIP’S WAR IN HISTORICAL SKETCHES).

In this year the legal genocide against the surviving Narragansett tribespeople of Rhode Island had culminated 
in the passage of the General Allotment Act, the thrust of which was to grant quite meaningless individual 
“citizenship” while destroying tribal government.

1887

METACOM

My ancestor, Captain Nathaniel Reynolds, was one of the
original settlers, who after the war took possession
of Mount Hope, the home of the Wampanoags, and named
it Bristol.... The whole of Plymouth County was then
[1681] settled, except this territory, which was the
only spot left uncovered in the western march of
English population.... Of this great tract all they
[the Wampanoag] retained in 1675 was a little strip,
called then Mount Hope, scarcely six miles long and two
miles wide. The southern line of English possession had
been drawn right across Bristol Neck, enclosing, and
almost imprisoning, the tribe in a little peninsula,
washed on all sides, except the north, by the waters
of Narragansett and Mount Hope bays. As if to emphasize
this fact, their neighbors, the people of Swanzey
[sic], “set up a very substantial fence quite across
the great neck.”

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”
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“Denial is an integral part of atrocity, and it’s a
natural part after a society has committed genocide.
First you kill, and then the memory of killing is
killed.”
    — Iris Chang, author of THE RAPE OF NANKING

(1997), when the Japanese translation
of her work was cancelled by Basic
Books due to threats from Japan,
on May 20, 1999.

“Historical amnesia has always been with us:
we just keep forgetting we have it.”

    — Russell Shorto

In Boston, David H. Montgomery’s THE BEGINNER’S AMERICAN HISTORY was typeset by J.S. Cushing and 
Company and put through the presses by Ginn and Company. Here is a slightly truncated version of what the 
book had to tell our beautiful white children about the evil of Mount Hope, Rhode Island and “King Phillip’s 
War”:

87. Death of Massasoit; Wamsutta and Philip; Wamsutta’s sudden death. — When the 
Indian chief Massasoit died, the people of Plymouth lost one of their best friends. Massasoit 
left two sons, one named Wamsutta, who became chief in his father’s place, and the other 
called Philip. They both lived near Mount Hope, in Rhode Island.
The governor of Plymouth heard that Wamsutta was stirring up the Indians to make war on 
the whites, and he sent for the Indian chief to come to him and give an account of himself. 
Wamsutta went, but on his way back he suddenly fell sick, and soon after he reached home 
he died. His young wife was a woman who was thought a great deal of by her tribe, and she 

1893
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told them that she felt sure the white people had poisoned her husband in order to get rid of 
him. This was not true, but the Indians believed it.

88. Philip becomes chief; why he hated the white men; how the white men had got 
possession of the Indian lands. — Philip now became chief. He called himself “King 
Philip.” His palace was a wigwam made of bark. On great occasions he wore a bright red 
blanket and a kind of crown made of a broad belt ornamented with shells. King Philip hated 
the white people because, in the first place, he believed that they had murdered his brother; 
and next, because he saw that they were growing stronger in numbers every year, while the 
Indians were becoming weaker.

THE BELT WHICH KING PHILIP WORE FOR A CROWN.19

When the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, Massasoit, Philip’s father, held all the country from 
Cape Cod back to the eastern shores of Narragansett Bay; that is, a strip about thirty miles 
wide. The white settlers bought a small piece of this land. After a while they bought more, 
and so they kept on until in about fifty years they got nearly all of what Massasoit’s tribe had 
once owned. The Indians had nothing left but two little necks of land, which were nearly 
surrounded by the waters of Narragansett Bay. Here they felt that they were shut up almost 
like prisoners, and that the white men watched everything that they did.

89. How King Philip felt; signs of the coming war; the “Praying Indians”; the murder. 
— King Philip was a very proud man — quite as proud, in fact, as the king of England. He 
could not bear to see his people losing power. He said to himself, if the Indians do not rise 
and drive out the white men, then the white men will certainly drive out the Indians. Most 
of the Indians now had guns, and could use them quite as well as the whites could; so Philip 
thought that it was best to fight.
The settlers felt that the war was coming. Some of them fancied that they saw the figure of 
an Indian bow in the clouds. Others said that they heard sounds like guns fired off in the air, 
and horsemen riding furiously up and down in the sky, as if getting ready for battle.
But though many Indians now hated the white settlers, this was not true of all. A minister, 
named John Eliot, had persuaded some of the red men near Boston to give up their religion, 
and to try to live like the white people. These were called “Praying Indians.” One of them 

19. As near as I can tell, this is an inauthentic reconstruction. King Phillip was indeed reputed to have in his possession a bandolier 
about nine inches wide “wrought with black and white wampum in various figures and flowers, and pictures of many birds and 
beasts” but when hanging from his shoulder it reached to the ground. There does not seem to be any contemporary mention of his 
having wrapped one end of it around his head as a sort of crown, and we have no contemporary images of either him or it. 
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who knew King Philip well told the settlers that Philip’s warriors were grinding their 
hatchets sharp for war. Soon after, this “Praying Indian” was found murdered. The white 
people accused three of Philip’s men of having killed him. They were tried, found guilty, 
and hanged.

90. Beginning of the war at Swansea; burning of Brookfield. — Then Philip’s warriors 
began the war in the summer of 1675. Some white settlers were going home from church in 
the town of Swansea, Massachusetts; they had been to pray that there might be no fighting. 
As they walked along, talking together, two guns were fired out of the bushes. One of the 
white men fell dead in the road, and another was badly hurt.
The shots were fired by Indians. This was the way they always fought when they could. 
They were not cowards, but they did not come out boldly, but would fire from behind trees 
and rocks. Often a white man would be killed without even seeing who shot him.
At first the fighting was mainly in those villages of Plymouth Colony which were nearest 
Narragansett Bay; then it spread to the valley of the Connecticut River and the 
neighborhood. Deerfield, Springfield, Brookfield, Groton, and many other places in 
Massachusetts were attacked. The Indians would creep up stealthily in the night, burn the 
houses, carry off the women and children prisoners if they could, kill the rest of the 
inhabitants, take their scalps home and hang them up in their wigwams.
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At Brookfield the settlers left their houses, and gathered in one strong house for defence. 
The Indians burned all the houses but that one, and did their best to burn that, too. They 
dipped rags in brimstone, such as we make matches of, fastened them to the points of their 
arrows, set fire to them, and then shot the blazing arrows into the shingles of the roof. When 
the Indians saw that the shingles had caught, and were beginning to flame up, they danced 
for joy, and roared like wild bulls. But the men in the house managed to put out the fire on 
the roof. Then the savages got a cart, filled it with hay, set it on fire, and pushed it up against 
the house. This time they thought that they should certainly burn the white people out; but 
just then a heavy shower came up, and put out the fire. A little later, some white soldiers 
marched into the village, and saved the people in the house.

91. The fight at Hadley; what Colonel Goffe did. — At Hadley, the people were in the 
meeting-house when the terrible Indian war-whoop rang through the village. The savages 
drove back those who dared to go out against them, and it seemed as if the village must be 
destroyed. Suddenly a white-haired old man, sword in hand, appeared among the settlers. 
No one knew who he was; but he called to them to follow him, as a captain calls to his men, 
and they obeyed him. The astonished Indians turned and ran. When, after all was over, the 
whites looked for their brave leader, he had gone; they never saw him again. Many thought 
that he was an angel who had been sent to save them. But the angel was Colonel Goffe, an 
Englishman, who was one of the judges who had sentenced King Charles the First to death 
during a great war in England. He had escaped to America; and, luckily for the people of 
Hadley, he was hiding in the house of a friend in that village when the Indians attacked it.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 59

MONTAUP POKANOKET

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


60 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

MONTAUP POKANOKET

HDT WHAT? INDEX

92. How a woman drove off an Indian. — In this dreadful war with the savages there were 
times when even the women had to fight for their lives. In one case, a woman had been left 
in a house with two young children. She heard a noise at the window, and looking up, saw 
an Indian trying to raise the sash. Quick as thought, she clapped the two little children under 
two large brass kettles which stood near. Then, seizing a shovel-full of red-hot coals from 
the open fire, she stood ready, and just as the Indian thrust his head into the room, she dashed 
the coals right into his face and eyes. With a yell of agony the Indian let go his hold, dropped 
to the ground as though he had been shot, and ran howling to the woods.

93. The great swamp fight; burning the Indian wigwams; what the Chief Canonchet 
said. — During the summer and autumn of 1675 the Indians on the west side of Narragansett 
Bay took no open part in King Philip’s War. But the next winter the white people found that 
these Indians were secretly receiving and sheltering the savages who had been wounded in 
fighting for that noted chief. For that reason, the settlers determined to raise a large force 
and attack them. The Indians had gathered in a fort on an island in a swamp. This fort was 
a very difficult place to reach. It was built of the trunks of trees set upright in the ground. It 
was so strong that the savages felt quite safe.
Starting very early in the morning, the attacking party waded fifteen miles through deep 
snow. Many of them had their hands and feet badly frozen. One of the chief men in leading 
the attack was Captain Benjamin Church of Plymouth; he was a very brave soldier, and 
knew all about Indian life and Indian fighting. In the battle, he was struck by two bullets, 
and so badly wounded that he could not move a step further; but he made one of his men 
hold him up, and he shouted to his soldiers to go ahead. The fight was a desperate one, but 
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at length the fort was taken. The attacking party lost more than two hundred and fifty men 
in killed and wounded; the Indians lost as many as a thousand.
After the battle was over, Captain Church begged the men not to burn the wigwams inside 
the fort, for there were a great number of old men and women and little Indian children in 
the wigwams. But the men were very mad against the savages, and would not listen to him. 
They set the wigwams on fire, and burned many of these poor creatures to death.
Canonchet, the chief of the tribe, was taken prisoner. The settlers told him they would spare 
his life if he would try to make peace. “No,” said he, “we will all fight to the last man rather 
than become slaves to the white men.” He was then told that he must be shot. “I like it well,” 
said he. “I wish to die before my heart becomes soft, or I say anything unworthy of myself.”

94. Philip’s wife and son are taken prisoners; Philip is shot; end of the war. — The next 
summer Captain Church, with a lot of “brisk Bridgewater lads” chased King Philip and his 
men, and took many of the Indians prisoners. Among those then taken captive were King 
Philip’s wife and his little boy. When Philip heard of it, he cried out, “My heart breaks; now 
I am ready to die.” He had good reason for saying so. It was the custom in England to sell 
such prisoners of war as slaves. Following this custom, the settlers here took this boy, the 
grandson of that Massasoit who had helped them when they were poor and weak, and sold 
him with his mother. They were sent to the Bermuda Islands, and there worked to death 
under the hot sun and the lash of the slave-driver’s whip.
Not long after that, King Philip himself was shot. He had been hunted like a wild beast from 
place to place. At last he had come back to see his old home at Mount Hope once more. 
There Captain Church found him; there the Indian warrior was shot. His head and hands 
were cut off, — as was then done in England in such cases, — and his head was carried to 
Plymouth and set up on a pole. It stood there twenty years.
King Philip’s death brought the war to an end. It had lasted a little over a year; that is, from 
the early summer of 1675 to the latter part of the summer of 1676. In that short time the 
Indians had killed between five and six hundred white settlers, and had burned thirteen 
villages to ashes, besides partly burning a great many more. The war cost so much money 
that many people were made poor by it; but the strength of the Indians was broken, and they 
never dared to trouble the people of Southern New England again.

95. Summary. — In 1675 King Philip began a great Indian war against the people of 
Southeastern New England. His object was to kill off the white settlers, and get back the land 
for the Indians. He did kill a large number, and he destroyed many villages, but in the end 
the white men gained the victory. Philip’s wife and child were sold as slaves, and he was 
shot. The Indians never attempted another war in this part of the country.

Who was Wamsutta? What happened to him? Who was “King Philip”?
Why did he hate the white men? What did he say to himself? What
is said about the “Praying Indians”? What happened to one of
them? What was done with three of Philip’s men? Where and how
did the war begin? To what part of the country did it spread?
Tell about the Indian attack on Brookfield. What happened at
Hadley? Tell how a woman drove off an Indian. Tell all you can
about the Great Swamp Fight. What is said about Canonchet? What
is said of King Philip’s wife and son? What happened to King
Philip himself? What is said about the war?
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In England in 1916 Fry’s and Cadbury’s had merged their manufacturing operations, and at this point they 
merged also their financial interests. Two formerly Quaker firms had coalesced into one formerly Quaker firm.

At the combined factory Saturday ceased to be a full day of work and the hours of workers thereby fell,
to 44/week.

The Moses Brown School of the Religious Society of Friends on the East Side of Providence, Rhode Island 
celebrated the centenary of its initiation in 1819.

Publication, by the school, of Professor Rayner Wickersham Kelsey’s A CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF MOSES 
BROWN SCHOOL, 1819-1919.

1919

CHOCOLATE
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(Associate Professor Kelsey was at the Department of History of Haverford College.)

Enrollment at the school, which had been 172 in 1904, had doubled to 345. It is clear that by this point in the 
curricular trajectory of the Friends’ School the practice of informing the charges of the Peace Testimony of the 
Friends had been entirely discontinued, for the educational content being offered had come to differ not one 
whit from what would have been being offered in any lay academy intended for the socialization of the well-
endowed. The influence of the Quaker founder Moses Brown had been entirely superseded by the influence 
of his Baptist brother of the Gaspee incident, John Brown: 

The social side of student life was natural and enjoyable, far
removed from the stern repression of the ancient regime. The
social occasions were manifold and multi-named: the introductory
sociable in the fall and the farewell sociable in the spring
were interspersed with the Hallowe’en, the Thanksgiving, and the
Valentine sociables and other similar events. There were skating
parties at Cat Swamp, and holiday excursions to Sakonnet Point
and Newport. Above and before all there was the Mount Hope
excursion. On this gala day the teachers and pupils not only

enjoyed the view of water and country green, but lived again the
heroic scenes of earlier times. As they passed down the harbor
the earthworks on opposite sides, at Fort Hill and Fields Point,
were pointed out to them as the places where the bristling cannon
of the Revolutionary patriots bade defiance to the ships of King
George. A few miles farther down the bay appeared Gaspee Point,
where Captain Ben Lindsay swung his packet around the point in
1772 and lured the Gaspee to her tightening berth on the sand-
bar where the patriots of Providence seized and destroyed her.
Then at Mount Hope, with the gracious view of wooded hills and
far-flung bay, came those other visions of the good chief

VIEW THE PAGE IMAGES
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Massasoit, friend and protector of the Pilgrim Fathers, and then
the mighty struggle and tragic death of his son, King Philip.
Amid such scenes, with Walter Meader to point out the historical
landmarks, and Thomas Battey to reveal the hidden wonders of
nature in brook and inlet, field and forest, the picnic parties
from Friends’ School spent some of the happiest and most
profitable days of the epoch. The life of the period was new
life. The tendency of the preceding epoch to break through the
ancient Quaker exclusiveness was accentuated. Old forms were
laid aside. Innovations were welcomed if they gave promise of
usefulness. The happy social life, the rapid growth of student
organizations and activities, and the more intimate association
with other schools and with outside interests in general, these
were the sure signs that the ancient and medieval days were done,
the renaissance accomplished, and the modern age at hand.

However, in this year the school discontinued the “principal” system of incentive compensation which had 
been in effect for well over half a century, and which had led to the desires of their founder, Friend Moses 
Brown, being so utterly ignored! –Would that mean that the school was going to go back to being what it had 
been chartered to be, a guarded environment for the imparting of a Quaker education to Quaker youth? Stay 
tuned.

Karl W. Doerflinger, an illustrator of East Providence, has recently created this over-the-gun-cabinet-in-the-living-room version of the burning of the Gaspee.
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The line of inscribed characters on the rock at the tide line on Mount Hope was deciphered as a rendition of 
spoken Algonkian, in the Wampanoag dialect, rendered in the Cherokee syllabary. The meaning turned out to 
be “Metacomet, Great Sachem.” However, in terms of the Cherokee syllabary as represented in Cherokee 
newspapers of the 19th Century, the syllabics on the rock had been poorly executed, as if this inscription had 
been hammered into the rock by an amateur. Since the Cherokee syllabary reached its final form in 1821, and 
the inscription was first noticed in 1835, it is supposed the in all likelihood the inscription was created by 
someone with some knowledge of written Cherokee, some knowledge of Wampanoag history, and some 
personal involvement, in the second decade or the first half of the third decade of the 19th Century, and that 
therefore the inscription is of no particular historical merit. Record has been obtained, for instance, that there 
was a Cherokee man married to a woman of Wampanoag descent, in this area of New England at that time. 
Beyond this it is difficult to speculate.

METACOM
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: September 1, 2013

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf

	Montaup or Pokanoket “now like to become Mount Misery”
	1642
	1646
	1667
	1668
	1672
	1673
	1675
	1676
	1679
	1681
	1755
	1801
	1814
	1818
	1835
	1837
	1844
	1845
	1877
	1887
	1893
	1919




