
THE COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND

“I know histhry isn’t thrue, Hinnissy, because it ain’t
like what I see ivry day in Halsted Street. If any wan
comes along with a histhry iv Greece or Rome that’ll
show me th’ people fightin’, gettin’ dhrunk, makin’
love, gettin’ married, owin’ th’ grocery man an’ bein’
without hard coal, I’ll believe they was a Greece or
Rome, but not befur.”

— Dunne, Finley Peter,
OBSERVATIONS BY MR. DOOLEY,
New York, 1902

James Brown and Nicholas Brown (grandfather of the Nicholas Brown, Jr. who would give the family name 
to the College of Rhode Island, making it into Brown University) began to establish, centered in Rhode Island, 
one of the foremost business families in the colonies. They not only traded, they sponsored local businesses 
which would provide them with materials for trade. For instance, in order to deal in the triangular trade, 
needing rum to ship to the coast of Africa, they encouraged local distilleries.1

1720

1. The Providence Browns, not counting a fifth brother who had died young: brothers Nicholas Brown (1729-1791), Joseph (1733-
1785), John (1736-1803), and Moses Brown (1738-1836), uncles Obadiah (1712-1762) and Elisha (1717-1802).
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July: The Reverend James Manning arrived in Newport, Rhode Island with a plan for a “liberal and catholic” 

institution of higher education: the College of Rhode Island. Rhode Island’s leading citizens had previously 
heard a similar plan presented by the Congregationalist Reverend Ezra Stiles. He, assisted by the attorney 

William Ellery, Jr., drew up a charter based on the Reverend Manning’s draft and this was presented to the 
General Assembly. This charter’s “catholic” plan was to divide the Corporation’s power about equally among 
Baptists (who would make up a majority of the Trustees) and Presbyterians, while allowing a few seats to 
Quakers and Anglicans (no actual Roman Catholics or Jews or, Heaven forbid, Moslems or Buddhists or 
Hindus need apply). (Long afterward, this would be regarded as the genesis of Brown University.)

Interestingly, although no provision whatever was being made for any Jewish involvement in higher education, 
it was at the Jacob Rivera mansion on the Parade in Newport, then being used as the residence of Deputy 
Governor John Gardiner, that the meeting was held in which the plan was announced to interested citizens.

1763

A Man with a Plan
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February: The Philadelphia Association of Baptists, an association of 29 Baptist churches in various locations, having 
conspired together to create a “seminary of polite literature” in order to raise up a generation of learned pastors 
for their pulpits, they obtained a charter from the Rhode Island General Assembly for the establishment of a 
Baptist college, the College of Rhode Island. The Reverend Isaac Backus of Middleborough, known by some 
as “the father of American Baptists,” among others, helped in this effort. The Reverend James Manning and 
wife would relocate to the town of Warren, about ten miles from Providence, in order to establish there a 
Baptist church and Latin school.

March: The General Assembly of Rhode Island approved the plan to create an institution of higher education (the 
College of Rhode Island, that eventually would come to be known as Brown University). The Baptists had 
altered the language of this charter to place the college presidency and a majority of the Fellows firmly under 
Baptist control, to provide the Baptists with an even larger majority on the Board of Trustees, and to favor 
Anglicans over Congregationalists.

1764
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September: At Newport on Aquidneck Island occurred the first meeting of the new governing body for the proposed 
new Rhode Island institution of higher education. Among the 24 officials was Governor Stephen Hopkins, 
later to become a signer of the Declaration of Independence, who was named as the institution’s first 
chancellor, his political opponent Samuel Ward, who would serve several terms as the state governor, 
and Nicholas Brown (grandfather of the Nicholas Brown, Jr. after whom the College of Rhode Island 
eventually would be renamed Brown University). The Reverend James Manning, the originator of the idea, 
was settling in as pastor of a new Baptist church in Warren, and opening a Latin school there.

Since there is a story floating around to the effect that Rhode Island College was founded “by an assorted group 
of Revivalist Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, and Anglicans,” I will mention that not only was the 
first college president and sole instructor a Baptist minister, but also, later on, when one of his successors as 
college president would come to be suspected of not believing in each and every tenet of the Baptist faith — 
the man would be driven out.
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September: In Rhode Island occurred the second annual meeting of the new board of governors for their institution of 
higher education. As expected, the Reverend James Manning became the institution’s first president, and the 
Latin school he was setting up in his parsonage in Warren would become the first home of the College of 
Rhode Island.

Professor Manning was to teach languages, and in addition was to teach all the “other Branches of Learning.” 
The mountain labored, and brought forth a mouse: a 14-year-old named William Rogers, of Newport, would 
for the first nine months of its existence be this new school’s sole pupil.

1765

BROWN UNIVERSITY

BAPTISTS
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The Reverend James Manning, “President of the College of Rhode Island, and Professor of Languages, and 
other branches of learning, with full power to act in these capacities at Warren,” Rhode Island began the 
instruction of one student, William Rogers, and then another student appeared, Richard Stites. A couple more 
would join the class within a few days, so that at the first commencement, in 1769, a class of seven would be 
graduated, namely, Joseph Belton, Joseph Eaton, William Rogers, Richard Stites, Charles Thompson, James 
Mitchell Varnum, and William Williams.

Four more students enrolled at the College of Rhode Island in Warren, bringing the grand sum total to eleven.

At a meeting in the Baptist church of Warren, Rhode Island, the “Warren Association” was formed. It would 
be comprised initially of four Baptist churches, and was intended to function as a support group for the 
College. The Reverend James Manning would several times be chosen moderator of this Association.

1766

1767

BROWN UNIVERSITY

BAPTISTS

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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On the site of the old county house that had been destroyed by fire in Providence, Rhode Island, toward the 
base of Meeting Street, a brick schoolhouse was erected. The lower floor of this structure would be used as a 
grammar school, while the upper floor would be leased to the College of Rhode Island pending the availability 
of its University Hall at the top of the hill.

In this year the colony enacted a rather indefinite law granting tax exemption to property devoted to religious, 
charitable, and educational purposes. (This law would be made more specific in 1829 by limiting the tax 
exemption for religious and educational property to the buildings devoted to such purposes and the land on 
which they stood. Then, in 1850, largely in response to the presence of large numbers of Roman Catholics in 
the state, this tax exemption would be further limited, to three acres of land, so far as such land was used 
exclusively for religious and educational purposes, but this new stipulation would immediately become a 
political issue and would be repealed, with all such land “not leased or rented” being again free from taxation, 
and then in 1852 even this restriction would be removed and all property, whether real or personal, that was 
used in connection with religion and education, or the income of which was devoted to religion or education, 
would be made totally exempt from taxation. In 1870 the political winds would blow in the opposite direction 
and the exemption of the personal property of religious and charitable societies would be again restricted, with 
any such property having a value greater than $20,000 became taxable. In 1872 the anti-Catholic prejudice 
would again surface, and the tax exemption would be restricted again to only “buildings for free public schools 
or for religious worship” and one acre of the ground upon which they stood, and this only if both the land and 
the buildings were used for no purpose other than free public schooling plus religious worship. Rented 
property and invested funds of such institutions, and the school property of the Catholic church and other semi-
private educations institutions, became taxable. In 1894 the schools of the Catholic church became again free 
from taxation, and added to that were the buildings of charitable institutions and one acre of the ground on 
which they stood.)

The Providence Town Meeting voted to set aside a place at which inoculations against the small pox could be 
carried out. (By some reports, it would be Moses Brown who would introduce smallpox vaccination to Rhode 
Island, but as yet I have been unable to substantiate such an assertion — or even to verify whether the reference 
it makes is to the process of variolation or the process of vaccination.)

It should be mentioned that Moses was no dummy. He understood, for instance, that when stem rust damaged 
his grain crops, the infection was spreading from nearby barberry bushes. (The growing of barberry bushes 
had for this reason been forbidden in Middletown, Rhode Island since 1766, and in 1772 the General Assembly 
would extend this ban to all of Rhode Island.)

Upon application of any freeholder, the person upon whose
grounds they grew was required to cut them up within one month,
or, in case of his neglect to do so, they might be destroyed by
warrant from a justice, at the expense of the complainant.

1769

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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June 3, Saturday: In Rhode Island, Joseph Wanton was in charge.2 From the yard of Friend Stephen Hopkins’s home 

(erected 1701, altered 1743)3 a group of notables such as Benjamin West the local “philomath” and Joseph 
Brown observed the transit of the planet Venus across the face of the sun.4

Benjamin West would publish AN ACCOUNT OF THE OBSERVATION OF VENUS UPON THE SUN THE THIRD DAY 
OF JUNE 1769, and would soon be awarded honorary degrees by both Harvard College and the College of 
Rhode Island.

In commemoration, Transit Street and Planet Street in Providence would receive their names. –On “Transit 
Street” between Benefit Street (Back Street) and Main Street (Town Street), an observatory of sorts for the 
event had been constructed.

2. Wanton’s wig, which had been crafted in England in imitation of the wig of the Speaker of the House of Commons, was so 
immense that it would have seemed preposterous to perch a hat atop it. He therefore was in the habit of carrying his hat under his 
left arm while holding in his right hand an umbrella (he was the 1st gentleman in Rhode Island to use an umbrella).
3. This structure has been moved a couple of times and I do not presently have the dates of those removes. Initially it stood on South 
Main Street, then it was moved to 9 Hopkins Street (which may at that time still have been being called Bank Street), and then it 
was moved to the corner of Hopkins Street and Benefit Street.
4. Would Friend Stephen Hopkins’s slave Toney, whom he was refusing to manumit, have been playing “barista,” and carrying 
drinks out from the house and respectfully serving these notable gentlemen?

ASTRONOMY
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September 7, Thursday: The College of Rhode Island in Warren, Rhode Island held its first commencement and, 
before a Baptist church full of people from all parts of the colony, even the most distant parts, graduated seven 
students.

It is to be noted that on this signal occasion the President of the college, the Reverend James Manning, and all 
seven graduating students, were attired entirely in clothing that had been created in the New World from New 
World materials! (I am reminded of an occasion on which I witnessed the merry prankster Ken Kesey 
addressing a group of students at Stanford University, he being attired in a neat tan suit of clothing 
manufactured out of cloth of hemp.)

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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Nathanael Greene moved to Coventry, Rhode Island to work in the family foundries and would eventually be 
in charge of one of them. During this year he would become a member of the Rhode Island General Assembly. 
(He would be re-elected three times.) During this year, also, he would participate in the 1st commencement of 
the College of Rhode Island to occur in Providence rather than in Warren.

The 2d edition of Alexander Cluny’s THE AMERICAN TRAVELER, published in London, offered a description 
of Rhode Island.

1770

THE AMERICAN TRAVELER
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February: The town and county of Warren having subscribed a total of £4,200 toward the erection of a college building, 
the Rhode Island College Corporation settled on Providence, rather than upon Warren or Newport, as the 
permanent home of their Baptist institution of higher education, and during the course of this year the building 
now known as University Hall would be erected by the contractor, Nicholas Brown & Company, in part by the 
use of slave labor. The pastor of the First Baptist Church of Providence desired to retire from the duties of his 
office, and that church invited President Manning to preach provisionally for them. Therefore the Reverend 
James Manning relocated from Warren to preach provisionally at Providence’s 1st Baptist Church as well as 

to continue to lead his Latin School. (During this year the Reverend was manumitting his only black slave. 
His Warren Latin School, which would soon eventuate as the Providence “University Grammar-School,” and 
is now known as Brown University, now admits black Americans as students: as I write this, a case is pending 
in regard to three white male students, accused of manhandling a black female student in front of a dorm while 
informing her that “You’re just a quota.” The black female student had, it would appear, attracted their ire 
because allegedly she had neglected to hold the door open for another student who was entering the dorm — 
these three white male students having decided, it would seem, upon an “open door” policy all of their own.)
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May: In Providence, Rhode Island on an 8-acre parcel of land “above the smoke & stir of this dim spot” atop what 
is now known as College Hill purchased partly from John Brown and Moses Brown, the cornerstone of the 
College of Rhode Island’s permanent home, the College Edifice, was laid. The Brown brothers’ firm Nicholas 
Brown & Company had charge of the construction. At least two slaves contributed their labor to the effort.

This was to be a scale model of Nassau Hall in Princeton, and was to consist of five stories, of brick with a 
cement covering, sporting a small belfry, in all 150 feet long by 46 feet deep — considerably smaller than the 
New Jersey original but by far the largest building in this small colony, its previous largest building having of 
course been the Quaker Great Meetinghouse at Newport. Rotund little John Brown got down into the cellar 
excavation to help lay the first granite block in the southwest wall.

BROWN UNIVERSITY

(Nassau Hall at Princeton University)
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The Reverend Morgan Edwards, who was taking part in the foundation of the College of Rhode Island, 
prepared “Materials for a history of the Baptists in Rhode Island” which eventually would see publication.

Winter: By this point the first two floors of the College of Rhode Island’s new College Edifice atop College Hill in 
Providence, Rhode Island were ready for occupancy. A home for the college’s president and instructor had 
been constructed just to the northwest.

The Baptist Reverend James Manning, who was to occupy this home as the college’s 1st president and as one 
of the two instructors of its 22 students, would soon write a letter describing the interest upon his new 
institution’s endowment as inadequate to pay the two salaries, and describing the books available in the new 
institution’s library as neither many nor “well chosen, being such as our friends could best spare.”

March: Moses Brown had married with his first cousin Anna Brown, daughter of Obadiah Brown, and had assisted in 
the creation of the College of Rhode Island in Rhode Island.

The death of this first wife in the previous year had caused him to reconsider his priorities, and at this point he 
requested membership in the Smithfield monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.

There is preserved an interesting receipt from a former slave, Bonno, dating to this month. On one side it bears 
the inscription:

Recd of
Bonno

1771

1774

REV. MORGAN EDWARDS

BROWN UNIVERSITY

BAPTISTS

PRESIDENT JAMES MANNING

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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    1774

On the other side it bears the inscription:

                               Providence 21st of 3 Mo     1774
Received of Bonno Forty Dollars Cash, which
I am to put to Interest and Account therefor with
the Principal, Agreeable to My proposal and 
Advice at his Freedom. as Witnefs My hand
___________
40 dollars                      Mofes Brown
                    gave ?act urth?

(The reading of this last line is uncertain.)

December 10, Tuesday: The British troop encampments on Aquidneck Island were within clear sight from atop 
College Hill, which meant that there was an ever-present danger to young colonial men of impressment. 
President James Manning of Rhode Island College placed a notice in the Providence Gazette explaining that 
the building which had been constructed had for the time being been commandeered as a barracks for 
revolutionary soldiers.

The College of Rhode Island which eventually would become Brown University would actually not reopen 
for its students until May 27, 1782.

This is to inform all the Students, that their
Attendance on College Orders is hereby difpenfed with,
until the End of the next Spring Vacation ; and that

1776
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they are at Liberty to return Home, or profecute their
Studies elfewhere, as they think proper : And that thofe
who pay as particular Attention to their Studies
as thefe confufed Times will admit, fhall then
be confidered in the fame Light and Standing as if they
had given the ufual Attendance here. In Witnefs whereof,
I fubfcribe

James Manning, Prefident.
Providence, December 10.

Since most of the colonials were abandoning Newport during this timeframe, we may presume that this was 
about the time at which the family of Friend Abraham Redwood also departed from there, to reside for a short 
period in North Providence before purchasing a farm in Mendon, Massachusetts, and the family of Aaron 
Lopez departed from there, to reside first in Providence and then in Leicester, Massachusetts.

On a following screen is a depiction of the beacon which would give warning to Providence, should the British 
occupying nearby Aquidneck Island begin an approach.
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May: Bowing to necessity, President James Manning published a further notice regarding his Rhode Island College 
in Providence, the edifice of which was still in use as a barracks for revolutionary soldiers. The College of 
Rhode Island that would become Brown University would not be able to reopen “while this continues a 
garrisoned Town.” The graduating class would, however, assuming a professed diligence in study elsewhere, 
be able to receive its diplomas in September.

President Manning would not be idle. He was the reverend at the 1st Baptist Church in Providence.

Additionally, during this year he was with his own hands laying some 32 rods of stone wall on the eight acres 
of educational grantland atop College Hill — no mean feat in itself.

Would this illustration, from an unknown year prior to 1864, depict in the foreground a few rods of one of the 
Reverend President Manning’s stone walls, at the beginnings of the intersection of Angell Street and Prospect 
Street before asphalting, and would the foundation of this barn structure be underneath the site of the present 

1777
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carillon tower?

June: The town of Bedford sent eight revolutionary fighters to Rhode Island for three months, to help oppose the 
British there:

In June previous, seven men, John Johnson, Rufus Johnson, Nathan
Merrill, Jonas Bacon, Cambridge Moore, Jonas Duren, Cesar
Prescott, had been hired [by Bedford] to go to the North River,
six months for a bounty of 120 bushels of corn each; and eight
men, Joshua Holt, John Webber, Ebenezer Hardy, Amos Bemis,
Jonathan Wilson, Andrew Hall, Isaac Simonds, and Israel Mead
Blood, were hired for three months to Rhode Island for 90 bushels
of corn each.5

1780

5. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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A French army began to disembark at Newport on Aquidneck Island.

At about this point in time the College Edifice erected atop College Hill in Providence, Rhode Island (now the 
original building of Brown University) had been evacuated by the revolutionary soldiers who had been using 
it as a barracks, and it was being converted into a hospital for French soldiers encamped along Camp Street.

Later on this building would be added to. Here it is at an interim stage, in 1864, after Hope College on the right 
had been constructed during 1821-1823 and after Manning Hall, in the center, had been constructed in 1834:

The original College Edifice of 1770, now known as University Hall, is on the left in the 20th-Century postcard 
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May 27 (Trinity Monday): Henry Headley was elected scholar at Trinity College, Oxford. Other students there, the 
critic William Lisle Bowles and the classicist William Benwell, would become his friends. Headley would fall 
under the influence of Poet Laureate Thomas Warton, then a fellow of this college.

Aaron Lopez was in a carriage, returning to Newport, Rhode Island, and stopped off at Scott’s Pond in 
Smithfield to let his horse drink. The horse bolted into deep water, the carriage overturned, and the rich man 
drowned.6

On this day the course of instruction at the College of Rhode Island atop College Hill in Providence was 
resuming after the wartime hiatus. Long live peace!

1782

6. To get some idea of just how easily one might become entangled in apparatus and unable to extricate oneself underwater from 
the wreckage of this sort of conveyance, you might take a close look at John Brown’s “chariot” — which is stored behind the John 
Brown mansion in Providence, Rhode Island.
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The “Meeting for Sufferings” committee of the New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, with Friend Moses Brown acting as clerk of that committee, noted that £134 was lying around in their 
education kitty and decided to bite the bullet and create a Yearly Meeting School. They considered Providence, 
Portsmouth, and East Greenwich in Rhode Island, and Lynn in Massachusetts, and settled on Portsmouth 
because they were offered the use of a room in the local Friends meetinghouse together with the rental income 
from a number of house lots that Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting owned in Newport. Friend Isaac Lawton 
there could be the schoolmaster at an annual salary of £75, and local families were volunteering to provide 
room and board for as many as 30 young scholars.

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island provided half the funds for a “compleat Philosophical Apparatus 
and Library” of science at the College of Rhode Island — clearly they were able to take a “philosophical” 
pecunia-non-olet attitude, at the time, toward the fact that such moneys arose at least in part from the 
international vending of human beings, both between Africa and America (the international trade in new 

1783
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slaves) and from region to region along the American coast (local resale of used slaves).

Here is an example of the local resale of used slaves mentioned above (something that we seldom take into 
consideration when thinking about these issues), a local resale practice that would be allowed to continue 
unimpeded even after the “international slave trade” and its dread Middle Passage had been benevolently 
interdicted. In this year, a white widow of Warren, Rhode Island, Roby Luther Whitting, was having 
difficulties with her slave lad Fantee. She had leased her property to Edward Jones of Providence on May 22, 
1782 to be used for a period of one year, but Jones had been dissatisfied with Fantee’s labor and also 
dissatisfied with Fantee’s general attitude. In a letter to the widow on January 17, 1783 he asked to be paid 
damages, alleging that the boy had been guilty of “every vice under the sun,” vices unspecified. In this 
situation, Fantee escaped, was recaptured and imprisoned, and was then returned in disgrace in irons to the 
widow in Warren. The slavemistress, at her wit’s end, on February 6, 1783 entrusted her black, “about Eighteen 
or Twenty Years Old a Healthy Active Lad,” to Isaac Gorham of the Patty to be sold in the West Indies, to be 
taught a lesson he wouldn’t forget by being gradually worked to death in the cane fields. (On the voyage 
thither, Captain Gorham’s sloop would be intercepted by a British warship and lucky Fantee would find 
himself confiscated as contraband.)

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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Nicholas Brown, Jr. graduated from the College of Rhode Island, which was then being held in a brick 
schoolhouse toward the bottom of Meeting Street in Providence, Rhode Island near the Friends meetinghouse. 
(Eventually, of course, this college would be renamed in his honor.)

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1786. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence, Rhode Island: John Carter.

Benjamin West was hired to lecture in Mathematics and Natural Philosophy at the College of Rhode Island (he 
would not actually begin to teach there until he got back to Providence from a teaching appointment in 
Philadelphia, in 1788).

THE NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR; OR, THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD CHRIST 
1786. By “Copernicus Partridge,” A.M. (Benjamin West) Providence: Bennett Wheeler. Two editions. An 
“Author to Reader” letter originated from “Academic Grove.”

THE NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR FOR 1786. By Benjamin West. Providence: Bennett Wheeler. 

No copy located. Mentioned by Sabin.

1786
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March: The Reverend James Manning, an active Federalist, was chosen by the Rhode Island General Assembly to 
represent Rhode Island and Providence Plantations to the new Confederation of American States. He accepted 
this position in the expectation of being able to gain from the Congress of that government some sort of 
monetary compensation for the use that had been made of the College of Rhode Island building by soldiers of 
the allied forces during the Revolution.

September: The Reverend James Manning returned from representing Rhode Island and Providence Plantations to the 
Confederation of American States, and resumed his duties as President of the College of Rhode Island. He 
would actively campaign for Rhode Island to sign the new Constitution of the United States of America.
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Here is a current woodcut of a press manufactured in this year in Philadelphia by John Goodman, which is still 
intact and in good condition at the Cumberland County Historical Society in Carlisle, Pennsylvania after use 
for many years by the printing shop of Joseph Baumann in Ephrata and then by a press in Cumberland County:

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1787. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence, Rhode Island: John Carter. 

THE RHODE ISLAND SHEET ALMANACK FOR 1787. Providence: Bennett Wheeler. 

Broadside.

THE NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR: OR, THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
CHRIST 1787.... By Benjamin West, A.M., A.A.S., professor of mathematics and astronomy in the College of 
Rhode Island (during this year, however, he was teaching mathematics instead at the Protestant Episcopal 
Academy in Philadelphia). Providence: Printed by Bennett Wheeler. There was an elaborate account of the 
discovery of a new planet henceforth to be known as “Herschel,” the planet which we now term “Uranus.”

1787
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Contains cut of [lunar] eclipse.

(Same, a second edition.) On the title-page “Eleventh of American Independence” is in Old English type.

(Same, a third edition.) There are three scrolls outside of the border on the title-page.

AN ALMANACK FOR 1788. By Elisha Thornton of Smithfield [Rhode Island].7 Newport: Peter Edes. October 
11, 1787.

AN ASTRONOMICAL DIARY, OR ALMANACK FOR 1788. By Daniel Freebetter, Philomath. Newport: Peter Edes. 

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK, OR, LADY’S AND GENTLEMAN’S DIARY FOR 1788. By Isaac Bickerstaff, esq., 
Philom. Providence: John Carter.

WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, AND RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR 1788. Providence: Bennett 
Wheeler.

WHEELER’S SHEET ALMANACK FOR 1788. Providence: Bennett Wheeler. 

Broadside. Advertised in the U.S. Chronicle. No copy located. 

Benjamin West began to lecture in mathematics and natural philosophy at the College of Rhode Island. THE 
NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR: OR, THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD CHRIST 
1788.... [Benjamin West] Providence: Printed by Bennett Wheeler. One-page account of the College of Rhode-
Island. A number of useful “receipts” such as how to make Japan ink, how to prevent the “smoaking” of lamps, 
and how to produce “the King of France’s Teeth Powder, famous for making the Teeth White and preserving 
them from the Scurvy.”

(Same, second impression) Advertised in the U.S. Chronicle.

Isaac Bailey, who would as a young adult be heavily engaged in the Providence printing business, was born in 
Rhode Island.

1788

7. Elisha Thornton had been born in Smithfield, Rhode Island in 1748, and was the first native Rhode Island almanac maker. He 
would discontinue publishing his own material with the issue of 1792 and thereafter would vend his calculations to other printers.
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March 8, Saturday: Abraham Redwood died on the island of Aquidneck. His body would be buried in the Coggeshall 
family plot on Coggeshall Avenue in Newport, Rhode Island, next door to the stables of the Preservation 
Society. In the latter stages of his life, Friend Abraham had been labored with unsuccessfully by his fellow 
Quakers, to persuade him to renounce his reliance upon human slavery.8 The will of this Quaker slavemaster 
and philanthropist provided £500 to be used toward the establishment of a Friends’ School and £500 to be used 
toward the establishment of a College of Rhode Island, provided that said college would be located in his home 
town of Newport. Did his money have blood on it? No, the wonderful thing about money (like the wonderful 
thing about a dirty little boy) is that it’s infinitely washable.

August 18, Wednesday: After a very rough crossing of the Narragansett Bay, at about four in the afternoon, honored 
with a federal salute of thirteen cannons, “General George Washenton President of the United States landed at 
the lower end of the town [of Providence, Rhode Island] & walked up in grand procession to Mr Dagget’s 
tavern.” (According to the journal of Congressman Smith, this grand procession included three “negro 
scrapers” who were making “a horrible noise.”)

After dining that evening, President George Washington strolled uphill to the College of Rhode Island, which 
had been gayly illuminated by the students.

8. Eventually the Rhode Island Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends disowned him — but their record, now at the 
Rhode Island Historical Society, neglects to state the reason why this action was taken.

1790
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Arthur Fenner was re-elected as Governor of Rhode Island.

Nicholas Brown, Jr. became a trustee of the College of Rhode Island in Providence from which he had 
graduated five years earlier, the institution which eventually would come to bear his name.

August: President John Adams visited Providence, Rhode Island.

1797. The town was visited by the yellow fever. Many deaths
occurred; the schools were suspended, streets deserted, and
consternation depicted on every countenance. President John
Adams visited the town in August, stopping at Esek Aldrich’s
Hotel (now Washington Hotel,) and was honored with testimonials
of great respect, with the ringing of bells, firing of cannon,
a military escort, and an address from the Town’s Committee.
The College edifice was brilliantly illuminated in the evening.

1791

1797

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Benjamin West became the College of Rhode Island’s Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.

PHILLIPS’S UNITED STATES DIARY; OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1798. Warren, Rhode Island: Nathaniel Phillips. 
(These almanacs had been put out in Warren since 1793, but this one would be the last of the series.)

WHEELER’S NORTH-AMERICAN CALENDAR, OR AN ALMANACK FOR 1798. Providence: B. Wheeler. 

The United States arms appear on the title page. 

THE RHODE-ISLAND CALENDAR OR ALMANACK FOR 1798. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Printed for and sold by 
Joseph J. Todd, at his bookstores in Providence and Newport. 

There is no ruled border on the text.

NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1798. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

Cut of man of signs appears.

1798
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Benjamin West left his position at the College of Rhode Island to open a school for navigation in his home in 
Newport, Rhode Island.

FLEETS’ REGISTER AND POCKET ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1799. Boston: Printed and sold by 
J. & T. Fleet. The first 20 pages of this were devoted to an almanac, most likely by Nathanael Low. The 
remainder consisted of tabulations of various items of interest such as that the Federal tax on slaves was 50 
cents per head, and the names of the ten coroners doing business in Cumberland County.

THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1799. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Carter and Wilkinson. 

It has man of signs cut.

1799
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 Enoch Pratt graduated from the College of Rhode Island. He would study theology with Dr. Kirkland in 
Boston.

Friends on Nantucket Island began sending off their children for a guarded education in their faith, at the 
Quaker school of Friend Elisha Thornton in Providence, Rhode Island. –Except for the ten-or-eleven-year-old 
who would become Friend Lucretia Mott, for her family in the following year would be relocating from 
Nantucket Island to Boston:

In 1804 my father’s family removed to Boston, and in the public
and private schools of that city I mingled with all classes
without distinction. My parents were of the Religious Society
of Friends, and endeavored to preserve in their children the
peculiarities of that sect, as well as to instill its more
important principles. My father had a desire to make his
daughters useful.

1803
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 September: The College Corporation in Providence, Rhode Island had been advertising for some time that 
“any person giving to this Corporation the sum of Six thousand dollars, or good security therefore, before the 
next annual Commencement, shall have the honour of naming this University” — but there had been not a 
nibble. It was determined therefore that, since a chair in oratory had recently been endowed in the amount 
of $5,000 by alumnus Nicholas Brown, Jr., the College of Rhode Island was henceforth to be known as 

“Brown University in Providence in the State of Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations.” On the existing 
printed forms, such as receipts for student room rent, the words “R. Island College” were to be stricken out in 
pen with a double line, and the words “Brown University” neatly written in above.

There’s a story floating around, that Brown University is called Brown University because the Brown family 
donated the money to build the first of the dedicated college edifices. That this story is utterly false may be 
seen from the fact that by the point at which Nicholas Brown, Jr. gave the money to found a chair of oratory, 
that first dedicated college edifice had already been constructed — and had already been in use for more than 
a full generation of human life.

I found this on page 6 of a book by David Hinshaw titled HERBERT HOOVER: AMERICAN QUAKER, a book that is 
rather problematically titled since President Herbert Hoover, although his deceased mother had been a 
registered Quaker minister, was definitely not himself a Quaker — was arguably himself not even a religious 

1804
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man:9

A marked Quaker characteristic is an interest in education. This
has been made manifest in many ways. Ezra Cornell, the founder
of the university that bears his name, was a Quaker. So was Johns
Hopkins, and the Brown family of Providence, founders,
respectively, of the universities which bear their names.

I don’t know whether anything in the above snippet from the book by David Hinshaw is accurate,10 but for 
certain sure, no member of the Brown family of Providence, Rhode Island associated with Brown University, 
which had begun as a Baptist college called Rhode Island College, was ever a Quaker. One of the famous 
Brown brothers, Moses Brown, did become a convinced Friend, but the benevolent activities of Moses were 
more associated with the Friends Yearly Meeting School of Portsmouth, later to be renamed Moses Brown 
School (after his demise), rather than being associated in any way, shape, or manner with this Rhode Island 
College that was becoming Brown University. The members of the Brown family who (in addition to their 
general philanthropic activities such as providing basic free transportation for people of color, from the coast 
of Africa to the ports of the New World) were associating with this Rhode Island College –such as the Nicholas 
Brown who donated $5,000 and (surprise!) got the college renamed in his honor as Brown University– were 

9. Bert Hoover did read the entire Bible prior to age 10, and would “affirm” rather than “swear” when he took the oath of office as 
President. He was, however, among other things, a racist who worried about the “Yellow Tide,” as well as being a man who didn’t 
pay his bar bills unless and until he absolutely had to. All politicians knowing how essential it is to posture religiously, a special 
Friends Meeting House had to be set up in Washington DC for him –a meeting which in fact had no affiliation whatever with any 
other Quaker group– and as President he did occasionally attend there for a photo opportunity. Hoover was, however, not 
particularly impressed with the Quaker peace testimony and eventually came to regard the Cold War between the US and the USSR 
as a religious struggle. In 1950 he would call on the God-fearing nations of the world to unite “against the tide of Red agnosticism 
... against the hideous ideas of the police state and human slavery.” He would never subject himself to a clearness committee, and 
he would never join, even at this Washington meeting which had been set up especially for his photo opportunities, a self-originating 
group which in fact lacked any affiliation to any other Friends anywhere.

10. Ezra Cornell did in fact in his late adulthood contribute to the endowment of Cornell University, and he had in fact started out 
as a birthright Quaker, but in his youth he had forsaken the Religious Society of Friends in order to marry with an Episcopalian girl 
— and it is clear that he never looked back. To say that he “was” a Quaker when he founded Cornell University, therefore, may in 
the most strict sense not be uttering a falsehood, but this would be to rely upon a Bill-Clintonian escape clause such as “It all depends 
upon what ‘was’ means.”

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

It all depends...
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from start to finish decidedly non-Quakerly. They were, indeed, regular Baptists, and descendants of the 
Reverend Chad Brown who came in at the 1st Baptist Church of Providence after the Reverend Roger 
Williams had decided not to participate, and of his grandson, the Reverend James Brown, also a pastor of that 
church.11

One of the problems of the historical profession is scholars like this David Hinshaw, who in a search for greater 
and greater fulsomeness simply make stuff up out of whole cloth, and, because their stuff is magnificently 
fulsome, of course are able to find publishers, and, because their stuff is magnificently fulsome, are of course 
able to find readers. (Let’s share this around: the publishers who are so greedy that they are willing to publish 
such crap are also to blame, and the readers who are so gullible that they are able to swallow such crap are also 
to blame.)

 Henry Rowe Schoolcraft matriculated at Union College in Schenectady, New York.12

William Learned Marcy graduated from Brown University and began practicing law in Troy, New York.

11. Visiting the Brown Mansion in Providence, I was shown a portrait of Mrs. Brown, attired in what was described as a cashmere 
shawl, and informed that although her husband was Baptist, she was a Quaker. I have not checked into this allegation, but I can 
assure you that it was a literal impossibility that in New England during the late 18th Century and the early 19th Century, a Quaker 
and a Baptist could be a married couple. Marrying outside the group meant immediate disownment. This was not merely a general 
rule, as I am aware of no single exception to it. Mrs. Brown simply could not have been married to Mr. Brown, and been a Quaker. 
No matter how wealthy the family, nothing remotely like this was ever tolerated.

1808

12. The name “Union” had been chosen for this new college in expression of a desire that the college never affiliate itself with any 
particular Protestant religious denomination, such as the Presbyterians or the Congregationalists; they would have named 
themselves after a major benefactor, as for instance Brown recently had done — except that as luck would have it no such major 
benefactor ever appeared.

Sorry, but this is not Quaker costume.
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 Brown University established a medical school of sorts in Providence, Rhode Island at which three local 
physicians –Dr. Solomon Drowne, Dr. William Ingalls, and Dr. William C. Bowen– could offer lectures. (It 
has been reported by a son of Professor Parsons that his father made certain secret arrangements to obtain the 
needed “anatomical material” for such studies.)

 Isaac Bailey, the father of the infant Jacob Whitman Bailey, presented “A poem, delivered before the 
Philermenian Society of Brown University, on their anniversary, September, A.D. 1812.” (Although this effort 
was delivered only in September, it had already been printed up “at request of the society” in Providence, 
Rhode Island by David Hawkins as of June!)

1811

1812

ISAAC BAILEY’S “POEM”
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 John Lauris Blake received an AB degree at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.

Henry Cogswell Knight, graduating from Brown University, described Rhode Island.

The National Light and Heat Company was founded. The first coal-gas street lighting would begin two years 
later.

David Melville was in this year lighting his home in Newport, and the street itself, and his factory in 
Pawtucket, by means of coal gas. This was attracting considerable attention.

HENRY COGSWELL KNIGHT

FIRE
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 August 12, Wednesday: British, Portuguese, and Spanish troops under Arthur Wellesley, Viscount Wellington 
of Talavera and of Wellington entered Madrid.

Amos Perry was born in South Natick, Massachusetts. After graduating from Harvard College with Henry 
Thoreau in 1837 (he was a member of the Hasty Pudding Club, which Thoreau was not) he would teach in 
New London, Connecticut and Providence, Rhode Island. He would visit Europe several times and would be 
from 1862 till 1867 the United States consul at Tunis. In 1873 he would become the secretary of the Rhode 
Island historical society and in 1880 its librarian, and in 1885 he would be made the superintendent of the state 
census. In 1841 Brown University would award him the degree of A.M. He would publish, in 1869, 
CARTILAGE AND TUNIS, in 1883, MEMORIAL OF ZACHARIAH ALLEN, 1795-1882, and in 1887, RHODE ISLAND 
STATE CENSUS, 1885.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 8M 12 / Our little boy is but poorly at best, but I hope 
he will not be much worse. —
This evening I went to Tennys meeting house & heard John 
Gloucester the man of colour mentioned yesterday preach & I 
thought he misaplied Scripture exceedingly, yet he appread to 
be a man of some ingenuity & readiness of utterance. —

 August 13, Thursday: The USS Essex defeated HMS Alert off Bermuda, and captured a troop transport.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 8thM 13th 1812 / Our Meeting was a precious one. 
I thought I was sensible of more life circulating among us than 
I had felt for some time. — life seem acceptable if the mind 
like agitated Needle varied from the pole it seemed easily to 
return to its wonted place again, for this favor I desire to be 
thankful. —

Lydia Almy was concerned to speak a few words which I thought 
was savory. —
While setting in Meeting today I could but contrast ours with 
the one I was in last evening. While there it seemed as if the 
sound was nearly all that I could find among them.

 August 14, Friday: Allied forces reached Krasnoye, southwest of Smolensk, and met the first organized 
Russian resistance.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 8M 14 / Our dear little boy seems to be very well now 
for which I believe my dear wife & I are cery thankful.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 August 15, Saturday: Mass in C by Giovanni Paisiello was performed for the initial time, at Paris.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 8M 15 / The mind has been turned on vaious subject, which 
very often deeply impress it. — The present State of things in 
this world & this beloved Nation in particular. The times are 
very trying, it seems as if there is nothing doing or to be done 
whereby an honest livelyhood can be obtained & what little that 
is done is so mingled with iniquity that one can scarcely touch 
& remain unpoluted. — I hear that this Afternoon that a prise 
has been sent in this Port by some privateer, & I am sure that 
knowingly I could not buy an ounce or gill of any thing she has 
on board & to have my hands or mind free from the most 
despicabale & mean kind of all Warfare —

 Zachariah Allen and Joel Hawes graduated from Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.

Zachariah would go back to his family’s industrial pursuits and eventually would become a trustee of the 
university. Joel would study theology at Andover and make of himself a lifelong pastor of a flock.

1813
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 September 1, Wednesday: Horace Mann, Sr. graduated as valedictorian of his class at Brown University 
in Providence, Rhode Island, delivering the sort of orotund speech on behalf of progress which one might have 
expected on such an occasion.

Here is Horace as he would eventually be memorialized by his widow Mary, perhaps with some degree of 

1819

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 43

COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND BROWN UNIVERSITY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

nostalgic exaggeration:
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 At some point during this decade the author of a number of travel books, Anne Royall, visited the campus of 
Brown University and expected some rather particular attention but did not attract it. She recorded that: “I 
called several times at the house of the President, but never found him in.” (I decided to check this out, and 
during the Winter/Spring 2000 semester several times stopped by the home of the President of Brown 
University, Gordon Gee, a gregarious man in a bow-tie well known to the student body, at random intervals, 
and indeed I also never found him in.)

1820

PROVIDENCE

RHODE ISLAND

NOBODY HOME

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 45

COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND BROWN UNIVERSITY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 The war for liberation of Greece from the Ottoman Empire began. This would last into 1829. In Rhode Island, 
William C. Gibbs was in charge. Samuel Gridley Howe, who like Byron would take an active part in the Greek 
war against Turkey, graduated from Brown University in Providence.

During his undergraduate education, he had been notorious for his pranks, such as leading the college 
president’s horse up the stairs to the top floor of the College Edifice. (Speaking of the College Edifice, in this 
year the lot adjacent to it was being purchased upon which a 3-story brick building would be constructed by 
Nicholas Brown, Jr. and named in honor of his sister Hope.)

1821
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 Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse visited Rhode Island.

In Providence, the original College Edifice of 1770, which is on the left in the depiction below, was in this year 
being supplemented by the Hope College structure on the right:

(It would not be accurate, to suspect that Hope College was so named as a truncation of the wish, “I hope they 
get around to paving Angell Street and Prospect Street sometime soon!”)

Here is a 20th-Century postcard, showing the iron fence which did not yet exist, and Manning Hall, which 
would be put between the two brick buildings in 1834:

1822

DR. BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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 This was Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island:

When Newport began to provide free schools, this generated strong opposition, which would eventuate in a 
petition to the general assembly from former senator Christopher G. Champlin and 150 other signers, seeking 
that such activity be prevented. In response the state assembly would limit the town’s expenditures for public 
education by instructing the town that in no event were its expenditures for the free education of “white 
children” to exceed $800.

 Zachariah Allen became a trustee of Brown University. (He would serve in this capacity until his death in 
1882.)

President Asa Messer of Brown University, its professor of mathematics and natural philosophy, who had been 
in the administrative office for some 24 years, had been under attack by Baptist corporation members as a 
closet Unitarian, and had been needing to defend himself against anonymous pamphlets alleging that he did 
not subscribe to the divinity of Christ. In this year, finally, in Providence, Rhode Island, the pressure got to be 
too much for President Messer and with great bitterness he handed in his resignation.

1825

1826

PUBLIC EDUCATION
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 Professor Francis Wayland became the President of Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.

Washington Hoppin was born to Thomas Cole Hoppin (1785-1850), a wealthy China trader, and Harriet Dunn 
Jones Hoppin (1792-1874). They would bring him up in their home at the upper corner of Westminster Street 
and Walnut Street in beautiful downtown Providence, the Auton House (“Auton,” the family maintained, was 
Greek for “ourselves”).13

1827

13. His older brother Thomas F. Hoppin would become an artist and design the figures of Saint Peter and Saint Paul for a chancel 
window in Trinity Church in New-York. His younger brother Augustus Hoppin would become a humorous illustrator, providing 
illustrations for such works as Oliver Wendell Holmes’s 1858 AUTOCRAT OF THE BREAKFAST TABLE, a new edition of WASHINGTON 
IRVING’S SKETCH BOOK, and Mark Twain’s 1873 THE GILDED AGE. 
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 Brown University’s fraternity system began, with a Providence, Rhode Island chapter of .

Four years before, the keeper of Little Bett, The Learned Elephant had made the mistake of bragging to the 
yokels in Chepachet that her tough hide was impenetrable to bullets. She had been being walked out of town 
after her performance there when she was executed by a broadside of gunfire from shooters concealed in a grist 
mill on the Chepachet River. Her hide had been shipped to the Boston Museum. At this point, seven of the 
local residents were found responsible for the incident at the bridge and required to pay $1,500 in damages to 
Hackaliah Bailey, an ancestor of the Bailey of Barnum & Bailey Circus — and two of them got expelled from 
the local chapter of the Masonic Order. 

The story, however, would harden into a local myth of righteous rambunctiousness:

Meanwhile, the “Scouts of the Jungle” had secretly concealed
themselves in a building that stood near the bridge, and
patiently awaited the approach of the huge monster of the glen.
Stealthily the prey approaches, and, as the bridge is reached,
the quick, red glare of the hunter’s unerring rifle is seen, a
volley of leaden hail pierces the brain of this “greatest wonder
of the age,” and when the dense, dark cloud of smoke ascends,
the writhing monster was seen in the last agonies of death. The
indignation of the showmen knew no bounds, and the “expletives
their feeble aid to join” made “night hideous,” as they
witnessed the last throbbing pulsations of that noble beast, and
saw their avocation vanish in that last expiring breath. Morn
came at last, and o’er the scene the sun poured his lurid rays,
and the bending heavens hung with ghastly broodings. The owners
of the defunct elephant set about the task of skinning the
monster, while the vultures of the jungle hovered near, ready
to pounce upon the mangled carcass. The “Scouts” were
subsequently apprehended, tried, and a verdict of heavy damages
obtained against them.
This is an event to be remembered by the generations of
Chepachet, and she claims to-day the honor of “bagging the
biggest game ever killed in the State of Rhode Island.”

1830
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The rambunctiousness of this town’s yokels would become so insolent that, eventually, the tourist would be 
able to view, in front of the local courthouse, a “humorous” Mr. Potato Head takeoff of the executed beast:

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


52 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND BROWN UNIVERSITY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 At the institution of higher education which would become Brown University, the original College Edifice of 
1770, which is on the right in the postcard image below, had been supplemented in 1822 by the Hope College 
structure on the left. In this year Manning Hall was being added, between these two edifices.)

A Providence lawyer named Thomas Dorr was elected to the Rhode Island legislature.

At this point the Providence, Rhode Island Baptists renovated their meetinghouse, removing the 126 square 
pews on the main floor. They tore out the old pulpit and sounding board and installed a pulpit having long slips.

Zachariah Allen invented an automatic steam-engine cutoff.

A facetious monody on Sam Patch of Pawtucket, Rhode Island was issued by Robert C. Sands in his 

1834

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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WRITINGS, in volume 2, on page 347.

 In Providence, Rhode Island, Brown University’s Manning Hall was constructed, to house a college library 
downstairs and a college chapel upstairs. Some $25,000 had been accumulated, with which to purchase a 
supply of books for this new library.

 The Reverend Francis Wayland, President of Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, in his textbook 
ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE (Boston: Kendall et al), adopted a stance that was clearly antislavery. This 
textbook would therefore be banned in the American South. A professor in Virginia would declare that “I dare 
not give up your minds to the dominion of Wayland’s Philosophy.” (A South Carolinian, Jasper Adams, would 
produce in 1837 a competing textbook, THE ELEMENTS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY, that could be offered to 
students in the slaveholding Southern states.)

The slaves were brought here without their own consent, they
have been continued in their present state of degradation
without their own consent, and they are not responsible for the
consequences. If a man have done injustice to his neighbor, and
have also placed impediments in the way of remedying that
injustice, he is as much under obligation to remove the
impediments in the way of justice, as he is to do justice. (page
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ROBERT C. SANDS
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256)

 One of Massachusetts’s senators, Peleg Sprague, was in this year arguing for slavery by invoking the authority 
of Jesus Christ. Jesus meek and mild, who “would not interfere with the administration of the laws, or abrogate 
their authority,” it seemed, could have been no abolitionist — or at least, not according to Senator Peleg 
Sprague!

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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The Reverend William Henry Brisbane published the first Baptist periodical to be produced outside 
Philadelphia, The Southern Baptist and General Intelligencer printed by James S. Burges of Charleston, South 
Carolina, the stated mission of which was to support slavery as a biblically mandated social and economic 
institution. The periodical would attempt to refute the antislavery writings in THE ELEMENTS OF MORAL 
PHILOSOPHY of the Reverend Francis Wayland, President of Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.

The Baptist reverend was struggling against himself: “I am no abolitionist.” Oh, no, he was a regular guy, he 
could not be one of those detested, deluded people! (Three years later, however, this abolitionism would 
overcome him — and a local historian would eventually write of him, because he had manumitted his slaves, 
that “He became, to the white population, the most hated man in the Beaufort District.”)

 James Burrill Curtis became a “special student” at Brown University. He would continue to study at this 
school until 1840 but would leave without a degree.

There were at this point 158 Quakers in Providence.

1836

RHODE ISLAND
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Thomas Allen Jenckes, a product of the Rhode Island public schools, graduated from Brown University. 
He would serve as a tutor at his alma mater in Providence during the 1839-1840 school year.14

1838

14. This public-domain image of Jenckes was obtained from the Library of Congress by Professor Scott A. Sandage of Carnegie-
Mellon University, and provided for use in the Kouroo Contexture.
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January 3, Wednesday: Enoch Cobb Wines wrote from St. Louis to the President of Brown University, the Reverend 
Doctor Barnas Sears (1802-1880, Class of 1825).

In the evening, before a lecture at the Salem Lyceum, Miss Elizabeth Palmer Peabody introduced Jones Very 
to Nathaniel Hawthorne.

Elijah Hinsdale Burritt died of the yellow fever, not yet 44 years of age.

At Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, Nicholas Brown, Jr. provided land and most of the funding 
for a new house of the sciences, to be known as Rhode Island Hall.

1839. The Public Schools of this city were re-organized under a
new system; the number of schools was increased, and several
new, elegant and spacious school-houses were erected.

1839
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September 3, Tuesday: Fa of the La Amistad died.

Providence, Rhode Island attorney William Jewett Pabodie read his CALIDORE: A LEGENDARY POEM (Boston: 
Marsh, Capen, Lyon, and Webb, 1839) before an assembly at Brown University.

Nicholas Brown, Jr., the head of Providence, Rhode Island’s major firm Brown and Ives who had over a 
lifetime donated $160,000 to his alma mater, died. Eventually Rhode Island College would be renamed in 
honor of this alumnus.

1841

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

READ PABODIE’S POEM

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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October 3, Friday: The Concord Freeman noticed the death of a Hugh Coyle.

1845

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: The last inhabitant of these woods before me was an Irishman,
Hugh Quoil, (if I have spelt his name with coil enough,) who occupied
Wyman’s tenement, –Col. Quoil, he was called. Rumor said that he had
been a soldier at Waterloo. If he had lived I should have made him fight
his battles over again. His trade here was that of a ditcher. Napoleon
went to St. Helena; Quoil came to Walden Woods. All I know of him is
tragic. He was a man of manners, like one who has seen the world, and
was capable of more civil speech than you could well attend to. He wore
a great coat in mid-summer, being affected with the trembling delirium,
and his face was the color of carmine. He died in the road at the foot
of Brister’s Hill shortly after I came to the woods, so that I have not
remembered him as a neighbor. Before his house was pulled down, when his
comrades avoided it as “an unlucky castle,” I visited it. There lay his
old clothes curled up by use, as if they were himself, upon his raised
plank bed. His pipe lay broken on the hearth, instead of a bowl broken
at the fountain. The last could never have been the symbol of his death,
for he confessed to me that, though he had heard of Brister’s Spring,
he had never seen it; and soiled cards, kings of diamonds spades and
hearts, were scattered over the floor. One black chicken which the
administrator could not catch, black as night and as silent, not even
croaking, awaiting Reynard, still went to roost in the next apartment.
In the rear there was the dim outline of a garden, which had been planted
but had never received its first hoeing, owing to those terrible shaking
fits, thought it was now harvest time. It was over-run with Roman
wormwood and beggar-ticks, which last stuck to my clothes for all fruit.
The skin of a woodchuck was freshly stretched upon the back of the house,
a trophy of his last Waterloo; but no warm cap or mittens would he want
more.

HUGH QUOIL
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The pages of William Lloyd Garrison’s The Liberator carried a story reprinted from the Morning Chronicle, 
about an unnamed young black American who had applied to be tested as to his preparedness for admission 
to Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island and had been turned away without this admissions testing, 
explicitly on the grounds that were he to be considered for admission it was feared that some Southern white 
young Americans would no longer be willing to attend at that institution of higher education. Very clearly, at 
this 1845 point in its trajectory, “Brown was for White only:”

As we can see below, the commentary on this reprinted news item was being offered by William Cooper Nell.
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During this year Brown University would be drastically cheapening itself –following the lead of the University 
of Virginia– by allowing a Ph.B. degree to be earned in three years, by drastically reducing the requirements 
for an A.B., by allowing the A.M. degree to be earned by the amount of work formerly required for the A.B., 
etc. The result would be that the university in Providence, Rhode Island would be for a period of years, until 
“the New System” would be abandoned as utterly debasing, “flooded by a class of young men of little solidity 
or earnestness of character, who resort to this college ... for the sake of cheap honors.”

As the Reverend Leonard Withington completed his 2d term on the board of the Dummer Academy, much of 
it as that institution’s President, Bowdoin College awarded to him the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity.

On a Virginia slave plantation, Inman Page was born. (In 1877 he would become the 1st black American 
to graduate from Brown University, and for his rhetorical skills would win the post of Class Orator.)

1850

1853
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George William Curtis published an essay about Waldo Emerson. (This would be reprinted in 1895 in Curtis’s 
LITERARY AND SOCIAL ESSAYS.)

He received the honorary degree of AM from Brown University.

1854
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Professor Francis Wayland finished his service as President of Providence, Rhode Island’s Brown University.

In this year the Corporation (governing board) of Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island recognized 
the bad direction in which the school had been heading and, to enthusiastic approval from the student body, 
abandoned the “New System” by which the degrees being offered had been being cheapened.

March: There appeared to have been a quarrel at a Saturday night party at Brown University in Providence, Rhode 
Island between two undergraduates, Clarence Bates of Louisville, Kentucky and Charles P. Williams. In the 
course of the party Bates was playing the fiddle when Williams made a comment about the young lady who 
was accompanying Bates. Bates offered Williams a calling card, while stating “I demand of you, sir, the 
satisfaction of a gentleman and to refer any friend you may find to serve you to my friend Nelson here.” The 
duel was planned for Monday at dawn. At 5:30AM the participants set out in two buggies across the Seekonk, 
into a clearing in the woods near a farmhouse on the Massachusetts side. They fired at the drop of a 
handkerchief, and Williams’s hat fell off while Bates clutched his arm and cried out. Later, however, when it 
appeared that they were going to be arrested and imprisoned, Williams began to aver that the hole in his hat 
had been produced not by a bullet, but by his poking his finger through the material. Bates removed some 
clothing and demonstrated that in fact there was not so much as a scratch on either arm. They explained that 
the incident had been a school hoax. President Barnaby Sears expelled the southerner, and suspended Williams 
and the two students who had acted as seconds.

1855

1857
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The property of Brown University had been exempted from taxation by its charter, since 1764, and in addition 
the property of its professors. In this year, however, by a new agreement with the University corporation 
(governing board), the exemption of the property of its professors from Rhode Island taxation became limited 
to $10,000 (equivalent today to about a million give or take).

Those of the Reverend James Manning’s reports, letters, and addresses that could be retrieved were published 
by Reuben A. Guild in Boston as “LIFE, TIMES, AND CORRESPONDENCE OF JAMES MANNING AND THE EARLY 
HISTORY OF BROWN UNIVERSITY.” One of the last acts of the Reverend’s life had been to draw up a plan for 
free schools in Providence, Rhode Island, which would form the basis of our present public school system 
(such as it is, given the fact of white middle-class flight to private schooling).

This is what Brown University looked like during the US Civil War:

1863

1864

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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By this point about half the students at Yearly Meeting School in Providence, Rhode Island were not from 
Quaker families, with about one out of every five of the students who were Quakers coming to the school from 
outside New England. The board and tuition rate that was being charged of members of the New England 
Yearly Meeting was $100, while Quakers from outside New England were being charged $190, scholars only 
one of whose parents was a Quaker were being charged $190, and non-Quakers were being charged $300.

The School Committee having received $28,000.50 for land sold to the city of Providence for widening Hope 
Street and opening Lloyd Avenue from Hope Street to Arlington Avenue, and having sold other plots of land 
as well either to the city or to private parties, in this year a consent decree was sought, validating these 
transactions. The Rhode Island Supreme Court of course kindly obliged (such a consent degree did not, of 
course, free the school to do whatever it wanted with the moneys it had received).

This is what Providence looked like in this year:

Providence Gas installed gas pipes into the buildings of the Butler Hospital for the Insane. After 29 
consecutive years of financial deficits the hospital was able to post its first “surplus,” amounting to $742.

During the late 1870s, the inmate population at the Dexter Asylum across the street from the Moses Brown 
School had stabilized at around 100, where it would remain until the asylum’s closing. Living conditions, as 
depicted in early lists of rules and punishments, work records, and daily menus, were hardly desirable by 
present standards. Visitors were permitted only once every three weeks, male and female inmates were kept 
carefully segregated, the evening meal consisted merely of white bread and tea, and those found guilty of 
drinking, “immoral conduct,” “loud talking or disrespectful behavior,” or malingering to avoid work were 
subject to “confinement in bridewell [a jail cell] for a time not exceeding three days, and of being kept on short 

1877

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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allowance of food.” 

The grassy enclosure of about 9 1/12 acres located west of Dexter Street near High Street, which had been for 
years in service as a militia training field, was by this point no longer being required for such purposes.

Eli Whitney Blake, Hazard Professor of Physics at Brown University, had been fascinated by the development 
of this new instrument of communication, the telephone, although he was not of the sort who would pursue 
financial benefit, and had been conveying this enthusiasm to his students, many of whom had constructed their 
own receiver devices. Dr. William Francis Channing had also been attracted into this project. Although 
Alexander Graham Bell had on February 14, 1876 submitted a crude working model to the US Patent Office 
and had secured a patent, his receiver device, which had been on exhibit at the Centennial Exhibition that 
summer, had turned out to unwieldy due to its weighing ten pounds. In late winter, or in the early spring of this 
year, at Professor Blake’s lodgings in the house of Rowland Hazard, 45 Williams Street in Providence, Rhode 
Island, there was a demonstration of the telephone:

The wire was strung between the reception room, just within the
front door, and the study at the other end of the long hall,
with a telephone at either end. Ely happened to be listening at
the receiver in the study, where Prof. Blake was completing his
preparation, when he heard a familiar voice at the other end of
the wire and said “My father has just come in, I hear his voice;
were you expecting him?” Prof. Blake was dumbfounded and elated,
for not even in their wildest flights of fancy had the scientists
dreamed of the possibility of recognizing individual voices.
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Professor Blake and his students reduced the problem of the unwieldiness of the device by replacing the 
horseshoe magnet with a bar magnet, and found that in so doing they not only rendered the device more handy, 
but also improved the clarity of the communication. Their redesign was termed a “butterstamp” because it 
resembled a kitchen tool that embosses a design into a block of butter. You held the butterstamp-shaped 
receiver against your ear while pointing the butterstamp-shaped transmitter directly at your mouth.

May: One morning the Providence, Rhode Island newspaper was noticed to feature a description of the telephone 
transmitter/receiver apparatus used by Alexander Graham Bell, with an illustration — and this produced great 
agitation in a science classroom at Brown University:

Prof. Blake came into the lecture-room in a state of great
excitement, a copy of the paper in his hand and addressed the
class substantially as follows: “Gentlemen, you have seen the
announcement of Professor Bell’s telephone in this morning’s
paper. You are all familiar with the instrument; some of you
have yourselves made them. I want to tell you that some time ago
Prof. Bell came down from Boston to compare notes with Prof.
Peirce, Dr. Channing and myself. He told us that he had mastered
the principle of the telephone but had been unable to devise a
receiver which was not too cumbrous for use. We showed him our
receiver with which you are all familiar. I ask you to compare
that with Prof. Bell’s as pictured in the paper today.”

This is what a Providence, Rhode Island guidebook had to say about Brown University:

BROWN UNIVERSITY was at first called Rhode Island College. Its
name was later (in 1804) changed to Brown University, in honor
of Nicholas Brown, who had been its most munificent benefactor.
The University property lies at the head of College St. (east
side), occupying extensive grounds commanding fine views. It is

1882
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a liberally managed Baptist institution, was founded at Warren
in 1674, and removed to Providence in 1770. Officers 22,
students 275. Ezek G. Robinson, D.D., L.L.D., Prest.; F. W.
Douglas, A.M., Registrar.
The college buildings stand upon the crest of Prospect Hill in
the midst of some 15 acres of grounds, which are well laid out,
grass-planted, and adorned with magnificent elms. Hope College,
Manning, University, Slater and Rhode Island halls, form a
continuous straight line bet. Waterman and George Sts., and face
Prospect St. The enclosure in front of these buildings is known
as the “front campus,” and in the rear as the “middle campus.”
Beyond this, and in the rear of Sayles Memorial Hall and the
Laboratory, is a narrower strip of land, sloping toward the
ball-grounds, designated as the “back campus.”
Below are enumerated the buildings, laboratories, libraries,
etc.
Base-Ball Grounds are on Thayer St., bet. Waterman and George
Sts. The “nines” of various colleges play on these grounds
frequently during the summer term.
Gymnasium: The university greatly needs a gymnasium of its own.
At present the students have access to a gymnasium hall at
reduced rates.
Hope College, facing Prospect St., is a brick dormitory, four
stories in height. Erected in 1822, at the expense of the Hon.
Nicholas Brown, and named by him in honor of his sister Mrs.
Hope Ives.
Laboratory, The Chemical, on the “middle campus” of the
University grounds is a brick structure, containing rooms for
chemical experiments, and recitation rooms.
Library, The, Waterman St., cor. of Prospect, was erected
through the munificence of John Carter Brown, who at his death
in 1874 bequeathed a lot and $50,000 to supplement a previous
donation (amounting with interest to about $26,000) for this
purpose. To this amount ($76,000) Mrs. Brown added $20,000. The
building is in the Venetian Gothic style, of pressed brick with
stone trimmings. Over the porch is carved an owl with book, and
above the doorway is the seal of the college. The edifice is in
the form of a cross. In the centre is a reading room, 35 ft. in
diameter, 68 ft. high. Two octagonal galleries run around this
room, and extend into the different wings. In the basement is a
neatly fitted up room containing four herbaria, which comprise
upwards of 70,000 specimens. There are accommodations for
150,000 volumes; the present collection numbering more than
53,000, besides 17,000 unbound pamphlets. The building was
donated Feb. 16, 1878. William R. Walker, architect.
Manning Hall, bet. Hope College and University Hall, was the
gift of Hon. Nicholas Brown in 1834. It is of stone, cement-
covered, and is an enlarged model of a Grecian temple of the
Doric order. Height, 40 ft. Divided into two stories, the upper
of which is used as a chapel, the lower for recitation-rooms.
The lower story contained the library until the new building was
completed in 1878.
President’s House, College, cor. Prospect St., is a plain wooden
edifice, with an Ionic portion. Built in 1840.
Rhode-Island Hall, erected in 1840 by subscription, stands at
the S. end of the “front campus” close to George, and facing
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Prospect St. It is of stone, covered with cement, and divided
into two lofty stories. On the lower floor are lecture-rooms,
and in the upper story is a natural-history museum, containing
about 30,000 specimens in zoology, 10,000 in mineralogy, 5,000
in geology and palaeontology, together with a collection of
coins and medals, and a number of Indian and other barbaric
implements and curiosities. Recently an ell was added to the
building, the lower floor of which is used for a physical
laboratory, and the upper story for a portrait-gallery. The
basement is used for a zoological laboratory.
Sayles Memorial Hall, on the “middle campus,” facing University
Hall, is, with the exception of the Library, perhaps, the most
elegant of the college buildings. It is the generous gift of the
Hon. William F. Sayles of Pawtucket, in memory of his son William
F. Sayles who died in 1876, while a member of the sophomore
class. The building, Romanesque in style, is of red-faced
Westerly granite, trimmed with brown Londmeadow sandstone. It
contains a hall and recitation-rooms. The hall is 107 ft. long
and 55 wide, and seats 1,100 persons, or, at alumni dinners,
about 550 persons. It is wainscoted in ash, and a trussed roof
of the same material rises to a height of 65 ft. The gallery is
capable of seating 100 persons. The entire front of the edifice
is devoted to eight recitation-rooms. On the band of stone-work
between the second and third stories of the tower (94 ft. in
height) is this inscription: “Filio Pater Posuit MDCCCLXXX.” A.
C. Morse, Architect.
Slater Hall, on the “front campus,” between University and
Rhode-Island halls, is an ornamental four-story brick dormitory
building, with terra-cotta trimmings, and a tiled roof; and was
erected in 1879, through the liberality of the Hon. Horatio N.
Slater of Webster, Mass.
University Hall is the central building of those which line the
“front campus.” It is of brick, cement covered, 150 ft. long,
and is crowned by a small belfry. The corner-stone was laid in
May, 1770, and the building constructed in imitation of the
Nassau Hall, at Princeton, N. J. From Dec. 7, 1776, until May
27, 1782, it was occupied for barracks and a hospital by the
American and French troops. It is now used for dormitories,
offices, and recitation-rooms. It shows the footsteps of time,
especially before the doors and on the stairways. The
president’s and the registrar’s offices are on the ground floor
of this building; and a room at one end is occupied by a
students’ reading room association.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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Spring: This is what Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island looked like, that summer, before the installation 
of the current gate and before the creation of the carillon tower:

1883
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This was Brown University’s library:

From the 1890s on, Franklin Benjamin Sanborn would be serving as one of Brown University’s examiners.

1890

PROVIDENCE

RHODE ISLAND
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W.D. O’Connor’s THE CARPENTER, a sequel to his 1866 THE GOOD GRAY POET in which he even more 
straightforwardly portrayed Walt Whitman as a Christ figure.15

Whitman managed an oblique reference to the hanged Friend Mary Dyer in his NOVEMBER BOUGHS, 
in a snippet anent the Hicksite/Orthodox split among Friends, as an assertion regarding there having been 
“no persecution worth mentioning” of Friends in America subsequent to her hanging:

(It is to be noted that Walt Whitman forwards the notion that Friend Mary Dyer was hanged on Boston 
Common despite the fact that there is no preserved historical evidence whatever that she had not been hanged 
at the usual place for such events — at the municipal gallows on the Boston Neck.)

Had he made a more careful study of the records of Revolutionary persecution of male Friends, persecution 
in which our Peace Testimony was taken to be equivalent to traitorous Loyalism to the Crown, of course 
Whitman would have been able to forward no such simplistic opinion.

1892

15. NOVEMBER BOUGHS, published in this year of Walt Whitman’s death, contains additional material on the Hicksite split 
among Friends: 

“The Separation”

Note. — The Separation. — The division vulgarly call’d between Orthodox and Hicksites in the Society of Friends took 
place in 1827, ’8 and ’9. …A reviewer of the old dispute and separation made the following comments on them in a paper 
ten years ago: “It was in America, where there had been no persecution worth mentioning since Mary Dyer was hang’d on 
Boston Common, that about fifty years ago differences arose, singularly enough upon doctrinal points of the divinity of 
Christ and the nature of the atonement. Whoever would know how bitter was the controversy, and how much of human 
infirmity was found to be still lurking under broad-brim hats and drab coats, must seek for the information in the Lives of 
Elias Hicks and of Thomas Shillitoe, the latter an English Friend, who visited us at this unfortunate time, and who exercised 
his gifts as a peacemaker with but little success. The meetings, according to his testimony, were sometimes turn’d into mobs. 
The disruption was wide, and seems to have been final. Six of the ten yearly meetings were divided; and since that time 
various sub-divisions have come, four or five in number. There has never, however, been anything like a repetition of the 
excitement of the Hicksite controversy; and Friends of all kinds at present appear to have settled down into a solid, steady, 
comfortable state, and to be working in their own way without troubling other Friends whose ways are different.”

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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Walt Whitman also mentioned, in NOVEMBER BOUGHS, a collection of 5,000 poems that had been donated to 
Brown University:

May 23, Monday-24, Tuesday, night: Due to a total eclipse of the moon, the display of Halley’s Comet in the evening 
sky was truly to die for. At Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, the undergraduates were heard to 
be cheering wildly (then as now, any excuse for a party). 

1910

“Five Thousand Poems”

There have been collected in a cluster nearly five thousand big and little American poems — all that diligent and long-
continued research could lay hands on! The author of ‘Old Grimes is Dead’ commenced it, more than fifty years ago; then 
the cluster was pass’d on and accumulated by C. F. Harris; then further pass’d on and added to by the late Senator Anthony, 
from whom the whole collection has been bequeath’d to Brown University. A catalogue (such as it is) has been made and 
publish’d of these five thousand poems — and is probably the most curious and suggestive part of the whole affair. At any 
rate it has led me to some abstract reflection like the following. 

I should like, for myself, to put on record my devout acknowledgment not only of the great masterpieces of the past, but 
of the benefit of all poets, past and present, and of all poetic utterance — in its entirety the dominant moral factor of 
humanity’s progress. In view of that progress, and of evolution, [Page 1185] the religious and aesthetic elements, the 
distinctive and most important of any, seem to me more indebted to poetry than to all other means and influences combined. 
In a very profound sense religion is the poetry of humanity. Then the points of union and rapport among all the poems and 
poets of the world, however wide their separations of time and place and theme, are much more numerous and weighty than 
the points of contrast. Without relation as they may seem at first sight, the whole earth’s poets and poetry — en masse — the 
Oriental, the Greek, and what there is of Roman — the oldest myths — the interminable ballad-romances of the Middle Ages 
— the hymns and psalms of worship — the epics, plays, swarms of lyrics of the British Islands, or the Teutonic old or new 
— or modern French — or what there is in America, Bryant’s, for instance, or Whittier’s or Longfellow’s — the verse of all 
tongues and ages, all forms, all subjects, from primitive times to our own day inclusive — really combine in one aggregate 
and electric globe or universe, with all its numberless parts and radiations held together by a common centre or verteber. To 
repeat it, all poetry thus has (to the point of view comprehensive enough) more features of resemblance than difference, and 
becomes essentially, like the planetary globe itself, compact and orbic and whole. Nature seems to sow countless seeds — 
makes incessant crude attempts — thankful to get now and then, even at rare and long intervals, something approximately 
good.

ASTRONOMY
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A history was written, of Brown University:

A statue was made of a native American performer in Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, which was touring Paris. 
This statue presently stands on Watch Hill in Westerly, Rhode Island, where it is purported to depict a leader 
during “King Phillip’s War” — Ninigret, of whom no contemporary depictions survive.

“When one is happy in forgetfulness, 
facts get forgotten.”

— Robert Pen Warren, 1961
THE LEGACY OF THE CIVIL WAR

At some point in the late 1920s, vegetables were no longer being planted in the spring in the fields of the Dexter 
Asylum in Providence, Rhode Island’s East Side, and while dairy farming would continue through the 1940s, 
the poor farm would never be self-supporting. With rising real estate values and open space at a premium, city 
officials, developers, and assorted heirs began to attempt to change the conditions of the will of Ebenezer 
Knight Dexter. The idea was to break up the property and sell it off as house lots, using the income from this 
to pay for poor care elsewhere. Then there was a proposal that the grounds be transformed into a public park.

In 1957, such efforts at divestiture would succeed when the property would be sold at auction for $1,000,777 
to Brown University for use as a gym and athletic complex, as shown above.

1914

1929

READ THIS HISTORY BOOK
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The postoffice in Providence (Moshasuck), Rhode Island attempted to block a delivery of V.I. Lenin’s STATE 
AND REVOLUTION (1917) to Brown University on grounds that these were “subversive” materials.

Brown University President Barnaby Keeney, acting as an angel of mercy, proposed that Providence, Rhode 
Island sell or lease the Dexter Asylum property on Hope Street to the university for a gym and athletic 
complex: “If and when the Courts permit the City to dispose of this land, it must honor its obligation to the 
Dexter Trust by obtaining the best possible income for the support of the poor ... the University is in a position 
to help.” Providence Mayor Walter H. Reynolds hesitated at this face-saving deal to dispose of the 
inconveniently in-your-face asylum, noting that the estate could provide space for as many as 150 new home 
sites — but today Brown University’s athletic complex stands where the asylum formerly stood. 

Since publishing the above, it has been pointed out to me that along with the winning bid of $1,000,777 that 
Brown University made in purchase of this distressing property, they also turned over to the city their older 
sports facility, Aldrich Field northeast of the Bears stadium on Elmgrove Avenue, for tax-producing 
development (a recently demolished eyesore, only the cupola of that structure now remains).

1954
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News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:

• DEC introduces the PDP-10 computer. 
• A.H. Bobeck at Bell Laboratories developed bubble memory. 
• Burroughs Corporation shipped the B3200. 
• The 1st issue of Computerworld was published. 
• At the National Physical Laboratory in Middlesex, England, Donald W. Davies developed a data 

network and presented “packet switching” as an effective way to route data through networks.
• At an ACM Symposium on Operating Principles, a plan was presented for a packet-switching 

network, and Lawrence G. Roberts presented the 1st design paper on what would become the 
ARPANET. 

• Data Corporation started, for the Ohio Bar Association, a project called O-BAR (later to be 
renamed LEXIS). 

• The 1st book was published, that had been typeset on a computer.
• At Brown University, Andries van Dam’s Hypertext Editing System and FRESS. Theodore Nelson 

coined the term Xanadu to refer to his hypertext publishing project intended to revolutionize data-
storage worldwide. “Xanadu, a global hypertext publishing system, is the longest-running 
vaporware story in the history of the computer industry. It has been in development for more than 
30 years.... Xanadu has set a record of futility that will be difficult for other companies to surpass.” 
—Wolf, Gary. “The Curse of Xanadu.” Wired, June 1995, page 138.

• Alan Kay & Ed Cheadle invented the FLEX machine, a very early desktop computer, the first to be 
termed a “personal computer” and the first to have OOP software.

In Providence, Rhode Island, Butler Hospital became affiliated with Brown University’s Medical School.

The “cumbersome and complex system” of governance of the Quaker boys school and the Quaker girls school 
(Lincoln School) on the East Side of Providence began to engage the full attention of the Schools Committee 
and the Permanent Board of the New England Yearly Meeting. The Board of Trustees of the two schools set 
up a Religious Life Committee charged to advise it in regard to “the development and planning of religious 
programs as part of the School life.” Planning was begun on an addition to the residence of the Headmaster of 
the Moses Brown School of the Religious Society of Friends that could function as a space for student meeting 
for silent worship. (This addition was to be known as “The Exchange.”)

When the city of Providence implemented a desegregation plan in its public high schools, one involving 
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extensive busing, parents and students marched to protest what they consider to be an attack on the quality of 
educational programs. Was the local private Quaker institution of education, the Moses Brown School on the 
East Side of Providence, also implementing a desegregation plan at this point? –We don’t know, and the 
officials at the school aren’t saying. All we know is that at some point during the 1970s, earlier in the decade 
or later in the decade, the Quaker institution would accept its very first student of color. It has proved 
impossible to ascertain the year, and it has likewise proved impossible to ascertain the name of this student, 
specifically because the school’s officials have stonewalled every attempt to obtain such derogatory 
information. The only thing we know for certain is that when finally such students of color were found 
acceptable whenever that was during this decade, they would not at least initially find themselves being treated 
the same as the white students.

Quaker Rosalind Cobb Wiggins, who taught African American
history there in the 1970s and later became a school trustee,
charged that of all students at Moses Brown on scholarship, only
African Americans were expected to wait on tables and scrub
floors.16

At Brown University, Professor Joanne Pope Melish’s DISOWNING SLAVERY: GRADUAL EMANCIPATION AND 
“RACE” IN NEW ENGLAND, 1780-186017 was criticized by a reviewer for having been inadequately fulsome 
about William Lloyd Garrison’s regard for colored people and their regard for him. Here is Professor Melish’s 
<Joanne_Melish@Brown.edu> considered response:

Although Garrison began as a colonizationist, he became a
rabid anti-colonizationist after 1830, and he was a vocal
supporter of equal rights. Of course, abolition and removal
were not necessarily contradictory notions; Emerson said
that “the abolitionist wishes to abolish slavery, but
because he wishes to abolish the black man.” Making a
somewhat different point, I am not convinced that language
and action in support of the “elevation” of free people of
color, and of equality as an abstraction, did not frequently
coexist with a paternalistic racial ideology that
objectified people of color as “projects” as surely as
slavery objectified them as commodities. While Garrison’s
words and actions had important positive consequences for
free people of color, and while I would place Garrison at
the extreme left edge of an ideological continuum from
inclusive empowerment through what George Fredrickson has
called “romantic racialism” to outright racism and support
for removal, I am not sure that he or any of his supporters
were able entirely to transcend the racial ideology of his
day — an investment in whiteness that I argue grew out of
New England’s slow elimination of slavery.

16. Pages 339-340 in Donna McDaniel’s and Vanessa Julye’s FIT FOR FREEDOM, NOT FOR FRIENDSHIP: QUAKERS, AFRICAN 
AMERICANS, AND THE MYTH OF RACIAL JUSTICE (Philadelphia: Quaker Press of Friends General Conference, 2009).

1998

17. Joanne Pope Melish. DISOWNING SLAVERY: GRADUAL EMANCIPATION AND “RACE” IN NEW ENGLAND, 1780-
1860. Ithaca NY and London: Cornell UP, 1998

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


78 Copyright 2013 Austin Meredith

COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND BROWN UNIVERSITY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

(In regard to Waldo Emerson’s comment above, that “the abolitionist wishes to abolish slavery, but because 
he wishes to abolish the black man”: an exceedingly strong case could be made that Emerson was speaking 
here not only of wrong other abolitionists, but also of himself. That is to say, Emerson’s writings leave no 
question but that he was frequently irritated by the very existence of black Americans, and bore them good 
will only as abstractions rather than in the solid flesh.)

(In regard to this comment by Professor Melish about “New England’s slow elimination of slavery,” above: 
In the year 2000 there would be a ruckus in Rhode Island when someone proposed that the word “plantation” 
be removed from the state’s official name “Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.” There would be 
indignant protests in the Providence Journal (the “ProJo”) that the word “plantation” in New England had 
simply never implied human enslavement –that Providence’s plantations had been simple farms– and it needed 
to be rudely pointed out to these protesting popular columnists that at one time according to the US census 
there had been as many slaves on their little state’s grand plantations as in all the rest of New England put 
together!)

March 31, Sunday: A reparations lawsuit was filed, to obtain compensation for human slavery on behalf of the 
descendants of American slaves, from the inheritors of American corporations that historically had profited 
from the uncompensated labors of slaves or from the slave trade’s dealings in human beings:

March 31, 2002
Lawsuit maintains slavery extended past plantations
Action on behalf of descendants claims companies profited
unfairly
By JEFF DONN
Associated Press
BOSTON — Imagine slavery, and you’ll likely picture black
workers stooped over rows of cotton in the South.
Yet lawyers who recently filed a federal lawsuit seeking
corporate reparations for slavery named three companies far
removed from farming, two of them based in New England.
The lawyers, suing on behalf of millions of slave descendants,
may eventually name more than 1,000 companies.
But the initial defendants are FleetBoston Financial Corp., of
Boston; insurer Aetna, of Hartford, Conn., and railway operator
CSX Corp., of Richmond, Va.
How can this be?
Historians say the lawsuit, whatever its merits, serves as a
reminder that slavery also extended into the Northern economy
and, in the Old South, touched many industries beyond the
plantations.
Lawyers for slave descendants picked FleetBoston because Rhode
Island slave trader John Brown was a founder of its 18th century
predecessor, Providence Bank.
The bank financed Brown’s slave voyages and profited from them,
the lawsuit says.
Brown was born in 1736 into an influential merchant family with
holdings that would eventually extend into salt, meat, lumber,
bricks, iron and even chocolate.
He helped charter what became Brown University (though it is
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named for his nephew, Nicholas Brown, Jr.).
John Brown owned or co-owned at least six ships with
inspirational names like the Hope and the Providence, according
to Rachel Chernos Lin, a Brown University graduate student
researching the history of the area’s slave trade.
Brown’s boats would load up with local rum, sell it in West
Africa, pick up slaves, sell them in the Caribbean or the South,
and often fill up with sugar or molasses for the journey home.
They would carry 200 slaves or more on a trip.
Other local merchants did the same sort of trade, but it didn’t
always go unchallenged. Brown’s own brother, Moses Brown, was
an ardent abolitionist.
He helped the Abolition Society successfully sue his brother
under the U.S. Slave Trade Act of 1794, an early anti-slavery
law that banned outfitting ships to carry slaves.
John Brown had to forfeit the Hope, according to Jay Coughtry,
a historian at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas.
From 1709 to 1807, Rhode Island merchants invested in more than
930 slaving trips to Africa, Coughtry estimates. They wrested
more than 105,000 Africans from their homeland.
Brown eventually dropped that kind of business – “not because
it was immoral, but because it wasn’t profitable,” says Norman
Fiering, a library administrator at Brown University.
FleetBoston has declined comment.
CSX wants the lawsuit thrown out. In a statement, the rail line
said the impacts of slavery “cannot be attributed to any single
company or industry.”
Railway historians say slaves virtually built the rail network
of the South from the 1830s to the 1850s.
Of nearly 120 railroads, at least 90 –and probably more– used
slave labor for construction, maintenance or other jobs, says
historian Ted Kornweibel at San Diego State University.
In the peak years before the Civil War, he says, about 15,000
slaves labored annually for Southern railroads.
The companies that eventually folded into CSX are no exception.
At least 37 of them used slave labor, Kornweibel says, based on
his research. Sometimes they owned the slaves; sometimes they
rented them from seasonal surpluses at plantations.
A contract signed Feb. 12, 1862, is typical. P.V. Daniel Jr.,
president of CSX’s Virginia predecessor, the Richmond,
Fredericksburg & Potomac railroad, promised to pay $160 to Mrs.
B.B. Wright.
Her two rented slaves were identified only as John Henry and
Reuben. They were to be returned clothed as when they arrived.
Some years, individual slaves, often worth more than $1,000 in
a sale, cost up to $200 to rent for a season.
Some railroad contracts of that era specified that they must be
properly fed. If a rented slave ran away, the owner often paid
for lost job time.
Slaves remained valuable economic commodities into the Civil War
years. Insurers, including Aetna, began selling a new product,
life insurance, to compensate owners for the loss of slaves.
In its response to the reparations lawsuit, Aetna said the
“events –however regrettable– occurred hundreds of years ago”
and “in no way reflect Aetna today.”
Still, the company, founded in 1853, has acknowledged that it
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holds records of five Aetna life insurance policies on slaves
and knows of at least two others. Together, they insured the
lives of 16 slaves in Virginia and South Carolina. In one policy,
a slave was identified simply as “James, 23, a blacksmith.”
The slave owners who took out the policies agreed to pay $5 to
$10 for a term of one-to-three months, perhaps to insure against
loss during a planting season. “From their perspective at the
time, they really needed that labor,” says Aetna spokesman Fred
Laberge.
Plantation owners mostly sought out such policies, beginning the
business with other insurance companies in the 1840s. Sometimes
railroads, canal builders, and others with dangerous work also
insured the lives of slaves.
“Slaves were involved in almost all aspects of Southern
industries,” said historian Charles Dew, at Williams College,
in Williamstown, Mass.
As with some policies today, the insured person had to be
healthy. Slaves were rejected for coverage for such reasons as
a hernia or simply being “unsound,” according to Todd Savitt, a
historian at East Carolina University, in Greenville, N.C.
In a review of 1,693 life policies for slaves in 1856, Savitt
calculated the average payout on death at $665. The average
payout on 500 policies insuring whites during the same period
was $3,500.

October 18, Wednesday: A panel created by President Ruth Simmons of Brown University has suggested that the 
institution should atone for its ties to slavery:

By PAM BELLUCK
BOSTON, Oct. 18 — Extensively documenting Brown University’s
18th-century ties to slavery, a university committee called
Wednesday for the institution to make amends by building a
memorial, creating a center for the study of slavery and
injustice and increasing efforts to recruit minority students,
particularly from Africa and the West Indies.
The Committee on Slavery and Justice, appointed three years ago
by Brown’s president, Ruth J. Simmons, a great-granddaughter of
slaves who is the first black president of an Ivy League
institution, said in a report: “We cannot change the past. But
an institution can hold itself accountable for the past,
accepting its burdens and responsibilities along with its
benefits and privileges.”
The report added, “In the present instance this means
acknowledging and taking responsibility for Brown’s part in
grievous crimes.”
The committee did not call for outright reparations, an idea
that has support among some African-Americans and was a
controversial issue at Brown several years ago. But the

2006

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 81

COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND BROWN UNIVERSITY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

committee’s chairman, James T. Campbell, a history professor at
Brown, said he believed the recommendations “are substantive and
do indeed represent a form of repair.” 
The committee also recommended that the university publicly and
persistently acknowledge its slave ties, including during
freshmen orientation. Dr. Campbell said he believed that the
recommendations, if carried out, would represent a more concrete
effort than that of any other American university to make amends
for ties to slavery. 
“I think it is unprecedented,” Dr. Campbell said, adding that a
few other universities and colleges have established memorials,
study programs or issued apologies, but not on the scale of the
Brown recommendations. It was not clear how much the committee’s
recommendations would cost to carry out. 
“We’re not making a claim that somehow Brown is uniquely
guilty,” Dr. Campbell said. “I think we’re making a claim that
this is an aspect of our history that not anyone has fully come
to terms with. This is a critical step in allowing an institution
to move forward.”
Even in the North, a number of universities have ties to slavery.
Harvard Law School was endowed by money its founder earned
selling slaves for the sugar cane fields of Antigua. And at Yale,
three scholars reported in 2001 that the university relied on
slave-trading money for its first scholarships, endowed
professorship and library endowment.
Dr. Simmons issued a letter in response to the report,
soliciting comments from the Brown community and saying she had
asked for the findings to be discussed at an open forum. She
declined to give her own reaction, saying, “When it is
appropriate to do so, I will issue a university response to the
recommendations and suggest what we might do.”
She said “the committee deserves praise for demonstrating so
steadfastly that there is no subject so controversial that it
should not be submitted to serious study and debate.”
Initial reaction to the recommendations seemed to be
appreciative.
“It sounds to me like this makes sense,” said Rhett S. Jones, a
longtime professor of history and Africana studies at Brown. “I
did not expect the committee would emerge saying, Well, you
know, Brown should write a check. 
“I never thought that was in the cards. I’m not sure I think
it’s even appropriate that a university write a check, even
though it’s pretty widely agreed on that Brown would not be where
it is if it were not for slave money. These recommendations seem
to me to be appropriate undertakings for the university.” 
Brown’s ties to slavery are clear but also complex. The
university’s founder, the Rev. James Manning, freed his only
slave, but accepted donations from slave owners and traders,
including the Brown family of Providence, Rhode Island. At least
one of the Brown brothers, John Brown, a treasurer of the
college, was an active slave trader, but another brother, Moses
Brown, became a Quaker abolitionist, although he ran a textile
factory that used cotton grown with slave labor.
University Hall, which houses Dr. Simmons’s office, was built
by a crew with at least two slaves.
“Any institution in the United States that existed prior to 1865
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was entangled in slavery, but the entanglements are particularly
dense in Rhode Island,” Dr. Campbell said, noting that the state
was the hub through which many slave ships traveled.
The issue caused friction at Brown in 2001, when the student
newspaper, the Brown Daily Herald, printed a full-page
advertisement produced by a conservative writer, listing “Ten
Reasons Why Reparations for Slavery Is a Bad Idea And Racist
Too.”
The advertisement, also run by other college newspapers,
prompted protests by students who demanded that the paper pay
“reparations” by donating its advertising fee or giving free
advertising space to advocates of reparations.
The Brown committee was made up of 16 faculty members, students
and administrators, and its research was extensive.
“The official history of Brown will have to be rewritten,
entirely scrapped,” said Omer Bartov, a professor on the
committee who specializes in studying the Holocaust and
genocide.
The report cites examples of steps taken by other universities:
a memorial unveiled last year by the University of North
Carolina, a five-year program of workshops and activities at
Emory University, and a 2004 vote by the faculty senate of the
University of Alabama to apologize for previous faculty members
having whipped slaves on campus.
Katie Zezima contributed reporting. 
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“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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