CONTINUITY IN CONCORD:
THE SEVEN SUCCESSIVE OLD NORTH BRIDGES
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1635
October 6: The Reverend John Jones arrived in Boston, bringing a large number of settlers destined for the new inland
plantation on the meadows of the Musketaquid River, to be called Concord.

For the first 17 or 18 years of its existence, until 1653, Simon Willard would be functioning as the Town Clerk
of this new inland town.
Prior to the arrival of this group of English intrusives, the indigenous Americans had been utilizing as a
seasonal campsite the ford of the Musketaquid (meaning “marsh-grass river”) or Concord River in the vicinity
at which there is now the Battle Bridge or Old North Bridge. That river ford itself was presumably clear of
vegetation and a part of the Great Fields.1

1. Remnants of roadbeds dating to this period before 1650 are still to be noted in the marsh west of the bridge.
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BRIDGE #1:
THE VERY FIRST OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1654-1760)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1654
In approximately this year the 1st bridge was constructed at the ford of the Concord River, where the Battle
Bridge or Old North Bridge now stands, linking Concord to that district of Concord that would become Acton,
and to Groton and the world beyond. (I know of no evidence to support what the Park Service now asserts to
be “widely held,” that a bridge had been there since the 1630s.)

1659
In Concord, Thomas Brooks was again deputy and representative to the General Court.
Concord petitioned the General Court for aid in the maintenance of a bridge in the vicinity of where Battle
Bridge or Old North Bridge now stands.
CONCORD RIVER

2
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1660
In Concord, Thomas Brooks was again deputy and representative to the General Court.
In Concord, until 1670, John Hoar would be functioning as an attorney and counsellor at law.
There were three new bridges in Concord, the famous North Bridge or Battle Bridge, the great South Bridge,
and one where Derby’s Bridge over the Assabet River (Gleason F4) would later stand.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
The first bridge was built across the Concord River from the
point of land below Joseph Barrett’s, Esq., to Lee’s hill. In
1665 it was washed away, and another built the next year, where
the present [1835] south bridge stands. Six or seven new bridges
have since been built on the same spot. In 1660 there were three
new bridges in the town, the north bridge (which the events of
the 19th of April, 1775, have made memorable), the great south
bridge, and one where Darby’s bridge now [1835] stands. A few
years previous to that time, the town had been allowed £20 by
the county towards maintaining these bridges. An effort was then
made to have the whole expense borne by the county, but the town
could obtain but £30 annually for that purpose. When they were
first supported entirely by the town, is uncertain. They have
been often swept away by the floods; and large sums of money are
annually raised to keep them in repair, which has very much
increased the expenses of the town. The bridge by Captain Hunt’s
was first built about 1792, that by the Rev. Dr. Ripley’s in
1793, those on the turnpike in 1802, and that beyond Deacon
Hubbard’s in 1802. There are now [1835] eight bridges entirely
supported by the town.2

2.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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The Saugus Iron Works established an “Iron Farm” of about three square miles on the south bank of the
Assabet River above Derby’s Bridge, where the Assabet River curves eastward as it crosses the line between
what has now become Acton and Concord.

The citizens voted to grant land for worker housing, to encourage the industry to establish itself. This was the
2d bog-iron smelter in America. A dam with a gate and channel was constructed,3 a head of water was raised,
and a water hammer installed. Pudding furnaces, and a forge, were founded. The pudding furnaces were stone
3. This dam, although breached at the right side in the flood of Spring 1968 when 7 inches of rain fell on eastern Massachusetts
within a 3-day period, is still to be seen.

4
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truncated pyramids, perhaps as much as 40 feet high, with interiors in the shape of a bottle. They were charged
from the top with a mixture of the bog iron ore known as limonite (HFeO2), charcoal, and a flux of lime
ordinarily produced from ground-up seashells.
WEBSTERS UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY: Li”mon*ite (noun)
Etymology: Greek for any moist grassy place, a meadow
In French limonite, in German limonit
Definition: Hydrous sesquixoide of iron, an important
ore of iron, occurring in stalactitic, mammillary, or
earthy forms, of a dark brown color, yellowish brown
powder. Includes bog iron. Also called brown hematite.
The pudding furnaces began to demand not only the flooring of the local meadows but also the piles of
charcoal being produced in nearby woodlands such as the Walden Woods.

These furnaces would remain constantly hot until about 1685, and then what could be moved would be moved
and what could not be moved would be abandoned, to gradually meld and mellow into the landscape through
which Henry David Thoreau would walk.
PANTRY BROOK
SWAMP

GEOLOGY.— The geology of Concord, though it has not been very
thoroughly explored, exhibits considerable variety and some
peculiarity. The situation is low and the surface generally
level, not giving to the streams of water sufficient current to
afford many sites for manufacturing purposes. A few small hills
only appear to beautify the scene and relieve the eye from a
uniform prospect. Among these may be mentioned Ponkawtassett,
or Barrett’s, in the northwest; Annursnuck, in the northwest;
Nawshawtuct, or Lee’s, near the centre; Fairhaven, in the south;
and Rocky Hills, near Walden Pond, partly in Lincoln. There is
also a sandy hill, apparently of secondary formation, extending

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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about a mile in length, easterly of the village. The uneven soil
at the north and northeastern, and the south and southwestern
parts of the town, appears to be of primary formation, and is
composed chiefly of a thin, gravelly loam, mixed with various
combinations of sand, clay, decayed vegetable matter, and rocks.
Though not uniformly well calculated for agricultural purposes,
it contains some highly productive farms. A large section, lying
on the borders of the rivers, and extending from the southwest
to the northeastern parts of the town, and through the centre,
appears to be principally either secondary formation or alluvial
deposits, and free from stones. The meadows and some part of the
upland contain a dark, rich, fruitful soil; and others a loose,
sandy one, easily affected by drought and hardly worth
cultivation.4
Clay is rare. It is sometimes found in its usual beds, and
sometimes in peculiar strata between others of sand. It has been
wrought into bricks in several places. Marl is found, though not
abundantly. Peat, fibrous and compact, is found in great
abundance, composing extensive meadows, and affording an
inexhaustible supply of fuel and manure, for which purposes it
is used by the inhabitants. It is formed of the vegetables which
have grown or been deposited where it exists. In some instances
it seems to rest on the surface of water, and when cut in
sections for roads or other purposes, the included parts, if
heavily loaded, have been known to sink.
Geologists divide all rocks into three classes, — primary,
secondary, and trap. The rocks in Concord are principally of the
primary class, and varieties of granite, sienite, and micaslate. Granite, suitable for building material, is not very
common in Concord, but is found in abundance in Acton, Carlisle,
and Lincoln.
The following minerals, some of which are rare, are found in
Concord: Several species of lime-stone in the north part of the
town; formerly manufactured into lime. Calcareous Spar, a subspecies of the carbonate of lime, composed of lime and carbonic
acid, is common. Garnet in beautiful crystals. Cinnamon-stone,
a very rare mineral, is found in the north part of the town.
Several varieties of quartz generally distributed. Mica, in
large laminæ and in several varieties. The lamellar hornblende,
actynolite and pargasite, sub-species and varieties of
hornblende, frequent. Feldspar is found in great variety; the
cream-colored is the most beautiful. Also, argillite, or clayslate, novaculite, and scapolite. Sahlite, a variety of augite,
or
pyroxene
of
a
greenish
grey,
occurs
massive
and
crystallized.5 Sulphate of iron, or copperas, occurs with a vein
of sulphuret of iron, or pyrites in green stone. Sulphate of
iron is also disseminated in clay-slate. (Robinson). Lead ore
has been found in various places. Iron ore is found in several
places disseminated in rocks and other minerals. Bog iron ore
is found in abundance. As early as 1660, it was smelted and
wrought in bars for the customary purposes of life, by a company
4. The chapter on the Statistical History gives the number of acres of each kind.
5. Prof. John W. Webster informs me, that he found all the minerals mentioned above, in this town. The late Samuel Davis, Esq., of
Plymouth, conjectured, that Annursnak, the Indian name of one of our hills, has the same meaning as Quunosnuck, signifying a
pestle, from the circumstance that rocks, out of which the natives made their mortars and pestles, were to be found here. Porphyry,
of which the Indians used to make their arrow-heads, is also found there.
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at the present site of the cotton-factory. The works were,
however, abandoned after about 50 years, the proprietors having
found that a better quality of iron could be imported at less
expense. Several tons of the ore have recently been carried in
boats from this town to the furnace in Chelmsford, and it is
said to produce good castings. I have no doubt that other
minerals might be found, if the town were more thoroughly
explored.6

1665
In Concord, Timothy Wheeler was again deputy and representative to the General Court.
The first bridge across the Concord River at Concord, the one below Joseph Barrett’s, Esq. that went to Lee’s
hill, was washed away. This would be replaced in the following year.
The native trail of sorts between Concord and Groton was improved, passing over a bridge where Old North
Bridge now stands.

1666
In Concord, Timothy Wheeler was again deputy and representative to the General Court.
The bridge across the Concord River at Concord that had washed away in the previous year, the one below
Joseph Barrett’s, Esq. that went to Lee’s hill, was replaced by another where the South Bridge would later
stand.
In Concord, Nathaniel Ball, Sr. recorded ownership of a “house lott” of 13 acres. (This property eventually
would become the Alcott family’s “Hillside” and the Hawthorne family’s “The Wayside.”)

6.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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1699
In Concord, Thomas Brown continued as Town Clerk.
The trail through Concord to Groton, which had been in existence at least since 1665, was at this point
upgraded and incorporated into a Groton Road which ran 200 miles to the British citadel at Crown Point on
Lake Champlain, gateway to Québec. The road passed over the Concord River via a bridge near where the Old
North Bridge now stands.
At some point during the late 17th Century, Captain James Minot had built the home that eventually would
become the east wing of Concord’s Colonial Inn (we know he was living there on November 14, 1716).

8
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THE SEVEN BRIDGES:
THE CAUSEWAY TO THE OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1750-)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1750
In Concord, John Jones, Ephraim Jones, Nathaniel Whittemore, Ephraim Wood, Simon Hunt, and Joshua
Brooks were Selectmen. (six selectmen?)
Concord’s 9 Surveyors of Highways and Bridges were increased to 12.
Ephraim Jones, Chambers Russell was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.
James Minott of Concord was an Assistant and Counsellor.
Chambers Russell of Concord was serving as Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and of the Court of ViceAdmiralty.
In Concord, Ephraim Jones was Town Clerk.
Since the terrain where the Old North Bridge over the Concord River now stands is quite marshy and
vulnerable to flooding, a raised, cobblestone causeway was at this point constructed to allow access during
river floods, from the bridge at that location to Jonathan Buttrick’s house in Concord. He donated the land for
this road to the town and pledged to build and maintain a stone wall on the road’s north side to protect his farm
from travelers.
The following table exhibits the appropriations for several
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objects at different periods in the town of Acton:7
1750

1760

1770

1780

1790

1800

1810

1820

1830

Minister

£50

£52

£70

£3,562

£80

$353

$353

$363

___

Schools

13

12

24

2,000

49

333

450

450

450

Roads

26

70

60

800

120

400

500

600

800

Incidental

20

12

80

10,000

100

500

1,000

1,400

600

At about this point Ammi Ruhammah Faulkner created the Grist Mill, sometimes referred to as the Corn Mill,
at “Mill Corner” in South Acton.

7.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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BRIDGE #2:
THE NEW OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1760-1791)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1760
Construction, or reconstruction, of an “Old North Bridge” across the Concord River.

The Concord River
I find nothing more fit
to compare it with
than one of the halftorpid earthworms
I dig up for bait.
The worm is sluggish
and so is the river.
The river is muddy
and so is the worm.
You hardly know whether either
be alive or dead.
But, still, in the course of time
they both creep away.

Upon a selectmen’s petition to the General Court, a lottery was sponsored to raise money for bridge work.
What would be built consisted of five sets of pilings with railings on both sides, a simple oak bridge with
a surface of loose planking which might be rearranged by wagon drivers or military units as necessary.
It was this loose plank surface which the British soldiers would attempt to remove to impede the crossing
of the militia formation during the infamous 1775 dustup.
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1770
In Concord, Jonas Heywood, James Chandler, David Brown, Humphrey Barrett, and Jonas Minott were
Selectmen. (Concord’s five selectmen would henceforth be reduced to three.)
In Concord, John Beaton continued as Town Treasurer.
In Concord, Jonas Heywood was Town Clerk.
James Barrett was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.
David Brown, who lived near the Old North Bridge over the Concord River, was paid by Concord to care for
the causeway and wall associated with this bridge.8
The following table exhibits the appropriations for several
objects at different periods in the town of Acton:9
1750

1760

1770

1780

1790

1800

1810

1820

1830

Minister

£50

£52

£70

£3,562

£80

$353

$353

$363

___

Schools

13

12

24

2,000

49

333

450

450

450

Roads

26

70

60

800

120

400

500

600

800

Incidental

20

12

80

10,000

100

500

1,000

1,400

600

Nearby Lincoln has been said to have been (despite lack of real statistics upon which to base such a claim)
a reasonably healthy town:

From 1760 to 1770, to 1780, to 1790, to 1800, to 1810, to 1820, —Total.
Intentions of Marriage

79

65

69

73

59

=401.

38

40

35

48

87

56

=274.

Births

185

196

186

192

168

164

=1091.

Deaths

83

122

104

86

118

94

=607.

Marriages

56

It appears from this table that the excess of births over the
deaths is 484, more than two to one; and, according to the
census, that, from 1790 to 1800, one in 86 died annually; from
1800 to 1810, one in 64; and from 1810 to 1820, one in 78; a
result which is highly favorable to the healthiness of the town
[of Lincoln].10
8. This was the David Brown who would in a few years be a captain of the militia which engaged the redcoats of the regular army.

9.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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1775
February 26: The minutemen of Salem managed to turn back an army column out of Boston without anybody getting
killed. They were quite elated about this at the time, but it would turn out to be extremely shortsighted of them
— as, had somebody had the good sense to get himself killed, it would in all likelihood have turned out to be
Salem that would be raking in the big tourist bucks as the sacred town of the beginning of our Revolutionary11
War, rather than Lexington on their Green and Concord at their Old North Bridge!

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

During

the

month

of

February 1775, the town [Concord] used the greatest caution to
have the articles of association observed. Several meetings were
held, and such measures as the state of the times required,
adopted. Capt. Timothy Wheeler, Mr. Andrew Conant, Mr. Samuel
Whitney, Capt. John Greene, Mr. Josiah Merriam, Mr. Ephraim
Wood, Jr., Mr. William Parkman, and Capt. Thomas Davis, were
added to the committee of inspection, and directed to return the
names of those who declined signing the articles of association.
Such were to be treated with neglect and detestation.12 Three
only were returned.13

10. Ibid.
11. As a point of nomenclature, actually at this point we should not be referring to this developing conflict as a revolution.
At this stage at least, it was still a nascent civil war.
12. This vote remained in force till May 14, 1778, when the town [Concord] annulled it, “so far as respects any persons who reside
among us, and no farther.”

13.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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April 19: People were trying to kill each other at Lexington, and then people were trying to kill each other at Concord.
The Reverend Asa Dunbar recorded of this day in his journal that: “Hostilities commenced at Concord &
Lexington.” The day that would be remembered as “Patriots Day” because folks perceived was a one-day
reprieve from the obtrusive Old Testament commandment “Thou shalt not kill,” and from the intrusive new
New Testament commandment “Love thine enemy.”14 For 24 hours, apparently, the operating rule would be
not the Ten Commandments (portrayed here as they have been presented on a T-shirt), not the Golden Rule,

but a much more intriguing “Thou shalt lay waste thine enemy.” The Bedford Minutemen, for instance, bore
with them a banner emblazoned with the motto of the Dukes of Kent, “Conquer or die.”
[next screen]

14. A POP ESSAY QUESTION. In terms of the above, define and provide synonyms for the term “patriot”:
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________.

14

Copyright  Austin Meredith

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

15

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

WALDEN: I was witness to events of a less peaceful character. One
day when I went out to my wood-pile, or rather my pile of stumps,
I observed two large ants, the one red, the other much larger,
nearly half an inch long, and black, fiercely contending with one
another. Having once got hold they never let go, but struggled
and wrestled and rolled on the chips incessantly. Looking
farther, I was surprised to find that the chips were covered with
such combatants, that it was not a duellum, but a bellum, a war
between two races of ants, the red always pitted against the
black, and frequently two reds ones to one black. The legions of
these Myrmidons covered all the hills and vales in my wood-yard,
and the ground was already strewn with the dead and dying, both
red and black. It was the only battle which I have ever witnessed,
the only battle-field I ever trod while the battle was raging;
internecine war; the red republicans on the one hand, and the
black imperialists on the other. On every side they were engaged
in deadly combat, yet without any noise that I could hear, and
human soldiers never fought so resolutely. I watched a couple that
were fast locked in each other’s embraces, in a little sunny
valley amid the chips, now at noon-day prepared to fight till the
sun went down, or life went out. The smaller red champion had
fastened himself like a vice to his adversary’s front, and through
all the tumblings on that field never for an instant ceased to
gnaw at one of his feelers near the root, having already caused
the other to go by the board; while the stronger black one dashed
him from side to side, and, as I saw on looking nearer,
had already divested him of several of his members. They fought
with more pertinacity than bull-dogs. Neither manifested the
least disposition to retreat. It was evident that their battlecry was Conquer or die.... I should not have wondered by this time
to find that they had their respective musical bands stationed on
some eminent chip, and playing their national airs the while, to
excite the slow and cheer the dying combatants. I was myself
excited somewhat even as if they had been men. The more you think
of it, the less the difference. And certainly there is not the
fight recorded in Concord history, at least, if in the history of
America, that will bear a moment’s comparison with this, whether
for the numbers engaged in it, or for the patriotism and heroism
displayed. For numbers and for carnage it was an Austerlitz or
Dresden. Concord Fight! Two killed on the patriots’ side,
and Luther Blanchard wounded! Why here every ant was a Buttrick,
–“Fire! for God’s sake fire!”– and thousands shared the fate of
Davis and Hosmer. There was not one hireling there. I have no
doubt that it was a principle they fought for, as much as our
ancestors, and not to avoid a three-penny tax on their tea; and
the results of this battle will be as important and memorable to
those whom it concerns as those of the battle of Bunker Hill, at
least.

16
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This all came about because the army that had been camped on Boston Common, early that morning, embarked
to cross the Charles River estuary with muffled oarlocks at the point which is now the corner of Boyleston and
Charles streets (this part of the estuary long since filled in). The “two lantern” signal from the steeple of one
or another Boston church (we don’t actually know which one, perhaps the Congregational church of which
Revere was a member, or the nearby Anglican church in the North End) meant that the soldiers were crossing
the Charles River (Quinobequin) and being marched through Cambridge, not that they were coming by sea,
and the “one lantern” signal would have meant that the soldiers were being marching down Boston Neck,
through Roxbury. The two lanterns which were used had been made in the workshops of Paul Revere or
Rivière.15 General Thomas Gage had sent an army detail to dismantle the steeple of the Old West Church, to
ensure that it could not be used for any such signaling.
SLAVERY

As the Army marched up the Charlestown road from the Boston ferry landing, it would have passed a specimen
of local justice: an old set of chains with human bones inside them, dating to an incident of September 1755.
This had been an African slave, Mark, who had been left to rot after throttling, disemboweling and beheading
upon suspicion of having poisoned, or of having attempted to poison, his American owner, Captain John
Codman. (Keep this cage in mind, when you are tempted to suspect that what these indignant colonials had

15. This Huguenot silversmith received the warning signal from the church steeple while still in Boston and only afterward departed
from the city on his errand, rather than seeing the signal from the opposite shore as has commonly been fantasized.
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One of the men who were marching to unite with the Lexington militia, had slept the previous night in this
house:

He was Francis Nurse, a great grandson of Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse who had been hanged in Salem
as a witch and then, when the witch fervor had died down, been reinstated postmortem into her church.

The Lexington militia had assembled too early, in response to the riders coming out of Boston such as Revere,
and when the army column had not showed up by 2AM they decided to disperse and get some sleep. Shortly
before daybreak there were some 70 of them on the Lexington green, and they spread out in two lines to face

20

Copyright  Austin Meredith

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

the oncoming troops. Major John Pitcairn of the Marines called out to the army troops that they were not to

fire but were to surround these militiamen and then take away their weapons, and Captain John Parker of the
militia (ancestor of the Reverend Theodore Parker of Thoreau’s day, carrying his Charleville musket) called

out to the militiamen that they were not to fire, but were to disperse. At that point there was a gunshot, origins
unclear, and the army troops broke ranks and began to fire at the 27 militiamen. It would be pointless to inquire
who fired, as in such a situation at the instant that it occurs nobody has any idea where the round came from
or where it went and therefore everyone becomes terrified and presumes that he is being fired upon and
proceeds to fire as rapidly as possible at anyone who appears to be holding a weapon. As Parker stated it, the
result was that the army killed “eight of our party, with out receiving any provocation therefor from us.”
After this killing, and presumably after the army had collected the militia’s weapons,16 neighbors were
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allowed to come forward to tend the wounded and remove the corpses, while the army got itself back into a
column, fired off one massive victory volley to clear their weapons, and marched on toward Concord. Major
John Buttrick sent Captain Reuben Brown on horseback down Lexington Road toward Boston to report the
firing in Lexington. Captain Brown would ride more than 100 miles to the coast and back, while the soldiers
were looting his liveries and setting his barn on fire (neither the barn nor the house would be destroyed).
As the redcoat drums rumbled like thunder through the town’s streets, a panic-stricken 18-year-old named
Harry Gould was being consoled by the Reverend William Emerson. In Concord, while destroying what few
military stores they could get their hands on, the army also set afire the liberty pole in front of the courthouse.
The scene would be re-imagined and painted by Amos Doolittle and then a famous lithograph would be made

16. Likewise, we do not refer here to the militia as “the Americans” and the army as “the British,” since that is a later conceptual
framework and anyhow would have been false to the actual constitution of these bodies of armed men. There were in fact many
Americans in the paid colonial army, and I know of at least one Brit who was assembled with the Minutemen militia — before the
battle we know that he put aside his rifle for awhile and went down the hill to chat up various Redcoats. This was a struggle of a
militia faction of British subjects in America, the separatist faction, versus an army faction of British subjects in America, the
loyalist faction, similar to the struggle during the Iranian Revolution of 1979 between the Imperial Iranian Air Force cadets and
warrant officers, adherents of the religious faction in Iranian politics, versus the Imperial Iranian Ground Forces brigades, controlled
by officers adherent to the secular faction in Iranian politics. It is significant, then, using this more accurate terminology, that rather
than attempt to seize “the militia’s” stores and withdraw with them to Boston, “the army” was attempting to destroy those military
stores in place. This means that, going into this action, “the army” was already regarding its withdrawal to Boston to be the difficult
part of the day’s military operation, because, had they seized and relocated these military stores, “the army” could have made use
of them itself — the military may upon occasion become wanton in the destruction of civilian properties, just as it may upon
occasion rape, but military stores are never destroyed in place without at least one damned good reason. The major military stores
available to “the militia” were being stockpiled in Worcester rather than in Concord, because it was more of a march from Boston
for “the army” and was therefore safer. Had “the army” succeeded in its withdrawal from Concord, of course, it would have marched
to Worcester to destroy the bulk of the stores in the possession of “the militia,” in order to force “the militia” to return once again
to the political faction favored by the officers of “the army.”
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of this famous painting by Smith:
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Sparks from the liberty pole, however, ignited the courthouse roof, and while that fire was extinguished
without great harm to the structure, the smoke from this fire caused the some 400 militiamen assembled in
safety on the rise on the opposite side of the Concord River to presume that it was the army’s intention to burn
their dissident town to the ground. In a column of pairs they approached the Old North Bridge, on the Concord
side of which were three army companies. The army made some attempt to render the bridge impassible by
removing planks, and then fired a volley which killed the militia Captain Isaac David and Abner Hosmer, in
the front rank of the Acton minutemen as their drummer, whose face was half shot away.17 It was then that

Major John Buttrick called out “Fire, fellow soldiers, for God’s sake, fire.” Thus it came to be that here the
embattled farmers stood and fired the shot heard ’round the world.18

Not counting those who were wounded but would survive, three redcoats of the Light Infantry Company, 4th
Regiment fell in the responding volley, Thomas Smith, Patrick Gray, and James Hall. One went down
evidently with a bullet through the head and two would die of bodily wounds. Two would be buried by
colonials where they had fallen next to the Bridge, and one would be buried in Concord center by the army
17. When Deacon Jonathan Hosmer inspected Private Abner Hosmer’s faceless corpse, he found a breastpin his son had received
for his 21st birthday.
18. A footnote to Waldo Emerson’s famed line “Here the embattled farmers stood and fired the shot heard ’round the world”:
A publication of the Boeing Corporation would eventually declare that with the employees of the Boeing Corporation on the job,
making Minuteman ICBMs, it was quite a bit less likely that “some future poet” would be forced to “modify the words of
Ralph Waldo Emerson” into “Here the embattled farmers stood and fired the shot reaching ’round the world.”
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(somewhere “in the ragged curb where that road wound around the side of the hill,” a gravesite now evidently
disturbed during later centuries of construction activity). Through the affair Acton’s fifer, Luther Blanchard,
and the drummer Francis Barker, were performing a lively Jacobin tune, “The White Cockade.”19 According
to the Reverend William Emerson, the Reverend Waldo Emerson’s grandfather, who was watching from an
upstairs window at the Old Manse as these people shot off muskets at each other out at the North Bridge, one
or the other of the seriously wounded soldiers was then struck, as he attempted to rise, on the head with a
hatchet.
Ammi White was a private in Captain David Brown’s company of militia. Captain Brown20 had his home near
the Old North Bridge and in 1770 had been paid by the town of Concord to care for the causeway and wall
associated with that bridge. As the redcoats fell back from the firing, Colonel Barrett’s militia unit advanced
a short distance. According to reconstructions of what happened, the gravely wounded British soldier, between
the retreating and the advancing lines, was attempting to rise when he was chopped down with a small hatchet
by militiaman White, “not under the feelings of humanity.” He “barbarously broke his skull,” he “uplifted his
axe, and dealt the wounded soldier a fierce and fatal blow upon the head,” with Thomas Thorp of Acton nearby
but unable or unwilling to intercede:

This one circumstance has borne more fruit for me,
than all that history tells us of the fight.
Nathaniel Hawthorne
The Reverend William Emerson acknowledged the fact of an ax blow and acknowledged also that the soldier
languished for hours before expiring, but would insist that neither scalp nor ears were removed. When the
redcoats returned from Barrett’s farm and were grossing out at the sight of the wound on the head of their fallen
comrade, they told one another the story that the American militia had scalped him as if they were red savages
(the usual story, things like this typically are done to innocent white people by vicious persons of color). Five
soldiers would testify to having themselves seen the wounded man with the skin over his eyes cut and also the
top part of his ears cut off. There was not only misunderstanding, there was considerable exaggeration: A
rumor would begin to circulate that the dying soldier’s eyes had been gouged out. Ensign Jeremy Lister later
19. Major Francis Faulkner led a company, the “Acton Patriots.”
20. Captain David Brown of Concord (1732-1802) kept a diary of Bunker Hill action in 1775.
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would write tendentiously and falsely that “4 men...killd who afterwards scalp’d their eyes goug’d their noses
and ears cut of, such barbarity execut’d upon the Corps could scarcely be paralleled by the most uncivilised
savages.” The army would be forced to abandon its dead and wounded that hot day, with soldiers falling not
only from bullets but also from sunstroke, and the citizens of Concord would need to dig a hole and inter two
of the bodies where they lay (there being no particular reason for the extra labor of transporting these dead
bodies anywhere else prior to interment), and one of the wounded soldiers, Samuel Lee of the 10th Regiment,
left behind, eventually would become a Concord citizen. The commander of the Concord column, LTC Smith,
reported to his superiors Lord Percy and General Gage that “after the bridge was quitted, they scalped and
otherwise ill-treated one or two of the men who were either killed or severely wounded.” General Gage would
summarize this as: “... one scalped, his head much mangled and his ears cut off, though not quite dead ... a
sight which struck the soldiers with horror.” In Concord, stories would be generated that the person who had
used the hatchet had been merely a wood-chopping chore boy of the Emersons, or had been Frank, the
Emersons’ slave (the usual story, blame everything on some nearby flunky or on some handy person of color)
— but in fact there had been no such chore boy and black Frank’s activities on that date had been well vouched
for by members of the Emerson family.
Here is the story per D. Michael Ryan:
Various explanations for the cause of this deed were advanced.
The culprit was “half-witted”; excused only by excitement and
inexperience; startled by the soldier and acted out of fear; acting
to end the soldier’s suffering. Extreme claims noted that the victim
was trying to drown himself in a water puddle and begged someone to
kill him; had thrust at the American with his bayonet; or was an
escaping prisoner. None of these theories have a basis in fact and
had such mitigating circumstances existed, would certainly have been
mentioned by the Reverend William Emerson. While the British
publicized the incident, Americans chose to ignore it possibly due to
embarrassment, fear of reprisals, failure to appreciate its
importance or a notion that it would blot a historic cause. Provincial
authorities hesitated to confirm that the act had occurred but in
response to a Boston story insured that the burial detail testified
that “neither of those persons (2 dead soldiers buried at the bridge)
were scalped nor their ears cut off.” Concord historians Ripley [??]
and Lemuel Shattuck ignored the incident completely while well into
the 19th Century, British historians continued to write of the
scalping and ear cutting episode. A long guarded secret was the name
of the young culprit who tradition acknowledges as Ammi White.... The
British troops returning to Boston would remember the “scalping” with
fear, anger and a sense of revenge. This, together with civilian
hostility in Boston and the tactics of the colonials along the retreat
route, considered cowardly, would lead to army reprisals and
atrocities (house burnings, killing of unarmed men, bayoneting of
wounded and dead colonials, etc.) especially in the village of
Menotomy. Lord Percy’s relief column had been informed of the
“scalping” and General Gage would later use the story to offset
atrocity charges leveled against his troops.
In a much later timeframe Waldo Emerson would declaim at this famed bridge that “Here once the embattled
farmers stood / and fired the shot heard round the world” for the freedom of white people, and would sagely
say nothing about the alleged offing of a defenseless, critically wounded man with a hatchet. And then at an
even later date Henry Thoreau would be refused an audience in Concord, and would declare in Framingham
MA that “The inhabitants of Concord are not prepared to stand by one of their own bridges” for the freedom
of black people. (That was in 1854 in his speech “Slavery in Massachusetts,” but Thoreau would be preparing
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this sentiment as early as 1851.)
After some two hours more in Concord, the army began its disastrous withdrawal to Lexington, where its
remnants were reinforced by the 1st Brigade under Sir Hugh Percy.
In his SACRED GROUND,21 Edward Linenthal has presented an extended treatment of dissidence in the Concord
context in effect with one hand tied behind his back. That is, he does this while accomplishing the feat of not
once bringing in the name of Thoreau. Picking up on the Emersonian description of the fallen farmer
minutemen of April 19, 1775 as having acted “from the simplest instincts,”22 Linenthal states that:
These instinctive warriors were ceremoniously perceived as men whose
New England origins nurtured republican principles that protected
them from the moral pollution of old-world warriors. Consequently,
the minuteman became a powerful cultural model for generations of
Americans at war and at peace: from Billy Yank and Johnny Reb in the
Civil War to the doughboys of World War I and the GI’s of World War
II; from the right-wing Minutemen of the 1960s to a more recent
transformation into the Minuteman intercontinental ballistic missile.
Patriotic rhetoric portrayed the minutemen as Christ-like saviors,
and citizens of Lexington and Concord were proud that these new-world
warriors drank from the wellsprings of liberty which, they believed,
ran especially deep in their towns.... Beyond the ever-present threat
of failing to measure up to the principles embodied by the minutemen,
the specter of defilement appeared in other ways. Beginning in
rancorous debate in the 1820s, a number of citizens of Lexington and
Concord claimed that their town was the authentic birthplace of the
nation. Each was accused of falsifying the national creation story by
refusing to grant this sacred status to the other.... If the encounter
on Lexington Green was not a battle but a massacre, were the martyred
minutemen really the first models of how Americans die in war or just
further examples of colonial victims? And if they were only victims,
could that affect popular perception of the potency of their
sacrifice?... On occasion, what some people perceived as defilement,
others viewed as creative attempts to redefine the meaning of the
events of April 19, 1775. Both the Vietnam Veterans Against the War
and the Peoples Bicentennial Commission understood Lexington and
Concord to be sacred ground when they held separate protests on the
Battle Green and at the North Bridge in the mid-1970s. In their view,
the purpose of protest was not desecration of a sacred spot, for they
believed the real defilement had been perpetrated by a new class of
American Tories who had severed the link between revolutionary war
principles (especially the principle of dissent) and contemporary
American life. Each group believed that its protest would spark the
recovery of the American revolutionary tradition, which was viewed as
crucial to the resuscitation of authentic American values that had
fallen into disrepair because of public apathy.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
The fifer boy of the Concord Minutemen was the son of Major John Buttrick, 15 years of age. The side drum
he used would belong to the son of Colonel James Barrett, Nathan Barrett, until it would fall apart and the town
would need to purchase a new one. One source alleges that a severe earthquake shook Concord.23 March and
early April having been extraordinarily warm, the apple trees around Concord were in bloom by April 19th,
21.
22.
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Linenthal, Edward Tabor. SACRED GROUND: AMERICANS AND THEIR BATTLEFIELDS. Urbana IL: U of Illinois P, 1991
Emerson, Ralph Waldo. A HISTORICAL DISCOURSE DELIVERED BEFORE THE CITIZENS OF CONCORD, 12 SEPTEMBER 1835
ON THE CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPORATION OF THE TOWN. Boston MA: W.B. Clarke, 1835.
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and the soldiers being marched through Lexington toward Concord suffered heat prostration.
Later, when Lafayette would visit Concord as part of a triumphal tour, tiny Mary Moody Emerson would
approach him to let him know that she had been “‘in arms’ at the Concord fight” — she having been a newborn
during that period.
When word of approaching British troops was received, Captain Charles Miles had mustered his company near
the Wright Tavern.24 Included with the muster roll we can discover a handwritten note by Sergeant David
Hartwell, “Concord, April 19th 1775, then the battel begune....”

On the high ground above North Bridge where the colonial force reformed, Captain Miles then joined the
officers’ conference. When it was decided to march into Town, the story is, the lead was initially offered to a
Concord captain but this man said he “should rather not go.” Since it was Captain Miles who was in command
of the senior minute company, and would not be in the lead, it is speculated that he might have been the one
to have said this. Captain Isaac Davis’s Acton company then led the march to the Bridge and while the position
of other units is uncertain, several accounts have placed Miles’s company either second or third in line. Years
later, the Reverend Ezra Ripley noted that when Captain Miles was asked his feelings when marching on the

23. Such an earthquake is not listed on the comprehensive scientific list of known New England earthquakes, which has no entries
between August 15, 1772 and February 7, 1776. –Presumably some historian has misunderstood a casual comment on the order of
“the earth certainly shook that day.”
24. The Wright Tavern is called that because Amos Wright was renting the building from its owner Samuel Swan and keeping tavern
there when first the local militia gathered there and then Army officers Lt. Col. Smith and Maj. Pitcairn used it as their headquarters.
In such a quarrel the businessman of course would sell drinks to all comers.
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Battle Bridge on April 19, 1775, he responded “that he went to the service of the day with the same seriousness
and acknowledgement of God which he carried to church. During the fighting it was though that this reluctant
captain had been killed, but he had only been somewhat wounded and would be able to continue to direct his
company during the chasing of the Regulars back to Charlestown.

We don’t have the names of the army casualties of this glorious day, only those of the militia and of bystanders.
The numerical estimate of General Gage’s intelligence officer was that about 25 of the soldiers had been killed
and almost 150 wounded; the estimate by a soldier, John Pope, was that 90 soldiers had been killed and 181
wounded; the estimate by Ensign De Berniere was that 73 soldiers had been killed, 174 wounded, and 25 were
missing in action; — and General Gage reported to his superior officer that 65 of his soldiers had been killed,
180 wounded, and 27 were missing in action.

Presumably what we would discover, if we had the names of the army casualties, would be that a significant
number of them had been Americans who had enlisted in the army.
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Here are the names of the militia casualties and the civilian casualties including an unarmed 14-year-old
bystander (that’s termed “collateral damage”):

Town

Killed

Wounded

Isaac Davis
James Hayward
Abner Hosmer

Luther Blanchard

Bedford

Captain Jonathan Wilson

Job Lane

Beverly

Reuben Kenyme

Nathaniel Cleves
William Dodge III
Samuel Woodbury

Acton

Billerica

Missing

(would die this year of
wound)

Timothy Blanchard
John Nichols

Brookline

Isaac Gardner

Cambridge

John Hicks
William Marcy
Moses Richardson
James Russell
Jason Winship
Jabez Wyman

Charlestown

Edward Barber
James Miller

Samuel Whittemore

Chelmsford

Oliver Barron
Aaron Chamberlain

Concord

Nathan Barrett

Samuel Frost
Seth Russell

Jonas Brown
Captain Charles Miles
George Minot
Abel Prescott, Jr.
Danvers

Samuel Cook
Benjamin Deland
Ebenezer Golwait
Henry Jacobs
Perley Putnam
George Southwick
Jothan Webb

Nathan Putnam
Dennis Wallace

Dedham

Elias Haven

Israel Everett

Framingham

Joseph Bell

Daniel Hemminway
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John Brown
Samuel Hadley
Caleb Harrington
Jonathan Harrington, Jr.
Jonas Parker
Jedidiah Munroe
Robert Munroe
Isaac Muzzy
John Raymond
Nathaniel Wyman

Francis Brown
Joseph Comee

Lynn

William Flint
Thomas Hadley
Abednego Ramsdell
Daniel Townsend

Joseph Felt
Timothy Monroe

Medford

Henry Putnam
William Holly

Needham

John Bacon
Nathaniel Chamberlain
Amos Mills
Elisha Mills
Jonathan Parker

Newton

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

Prince Estabrook
Nathaniel Farmer
Ebenezer Munroe, Jr.
Jedidiah Munroe
Solomon Pierce
John Robbins
John Tidd
Thomas Winship
Josiah Breed

Eleazer Kingsbury
Xxxxx Tolman

Noah Wiswell

Roxbury

Elijah Seaver

Salem

Benjamin Pierce

Stow

Daniel Conant

Daniel Conant

Sudbury

Deacon Josiah Haynes
Asahael Reed
Thomas Bent

Joshua Haynes, Jr.

Watertown

Joseph Coolidge

Woburn

Daniel Thompson
Asahel Porter

Jacob Bacon
Xxxxx Johnson
George Reed

Here is an example of what we don’t know. When we somewhat belatedly erected this grave marker,
in the Year of Our Lord 2000, we presumed that the slain army soldier was a Brit although he may very well
have been simply one of the Americans who had enlisted not in what was at that time our militia but in what
was at that time our army:
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Dr. Charles Russell, son of the Hon. James Russell, born in
Charlestown, graduated at Harvard College, 1757, and inherited
his uncle Chambers’s estate in Lincoln, where he resided as a
physician. He married Miss Elizabeth Vassall of Cambridge, and
from his father-in-law he contracted opinions opposed to the
measures of the people in the revolution, and left Lincoln on
the 19th of April, 1775, and went to Martinique, in the WestIndies, where he died.... Dr. Joseph Adams was also unfriendly
to the revolution, and went to England, where he died.25

25.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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When Timothy Dwight would write of his 1795 travels, while speaking of his passing through Concord he would
give a small amount of attention to the bucolic details of the place:
Concord was purchased of the Indians and incorporated
in 1635. Three persons only are known to have been
killed within the limits of this township by the
savages, although it was the first settlement made in
New England so far from the shore. From Boston it is
distant nineteen miles, from Williams’ in Marlboro,
fifteen.
The soil of this township is various. The higher
grounds have loam mixed with gravel. The plains are
sandy, light but warm, and friendly to rye and maize,
of which considerable quantities are carried to
market. Pastures are visibly few and indifferent.
Along the river, which is named from this town and runs
through the middle of it, lie extensive and rich
meadows. Hemp and flax grow here luxuriantly. Two acres
are said to have yielded in one instance one thousand
pounds of flax. Few fruits are seen except apples, and
these plainly do not abound as in most other parts of
the country.
The face of this township is generally a plain. A hill
of no great height ascends at a small distance from the
river on the eastern side and pursues a course
northward, parallel with that of the river. Between
this hill and the river lies the principal street.
Another containing a considerable number of houses
abuts upon it, perpendicularly from the western side.
The houses in Concord are generally well built, and
with the outbuildings and fences make a good
appearance. The public buildings are the church,
courthouse, and jail, all of them neat.

But then he would devote a good deal of his attention to this locale’s belligerent status as the site
of this notorious squabble.
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Concord will be long remembered as having been, partially, the
scene of the first military action in the Revolutionary War, and
the object of an expedition, the first in that chain of events
which terminated in the separation of the British colonies from
their mother country. A traveler on this spot, particularly an
American traveler, will irresistibly recall to his mind an event
of this magnitude, and cannot fail of being deeply affected by
a comparison of so small a beginning with so mighty an issue. In
other circumstances, the expedition to Concord and the contest
which ensued would have been merely little tales of wonder and
woe, chiefly recited by the parents of the neighborhood to their
circles at the fireside, commanding a momentary attention of
childhood, and calling forth the tear of sorrow from the eyes of
those who were intimately connected with the sufferers. Now, the
same events preface the history of a nation and the beginning of
an empire, and are themes of disquisition and astonishment to
the civilized world. From the plains of Concord will henceforth
be dated a change in human affairs, an alteration in the balance
of human power, and a new direction to the course of human
improvement. Man, from the events which have occurred here, will
in some respects assume a new character, and experience in some
respects a new destiny.
General Gage, to whom was committed one of the most unfortunate
trusts ever allotted to an individual, having obtained
information that a considerable quantity of arms and military
stores was by order of the Provincial Congress deposited in this
town,1 sent Lieut. Col. Smith and Major Pitcairn at the head of
eight hundred grenadiers and light infantry, with orders to
march to Concord and destroy the deposit. The troops were
accordingly embarked from the common in Boston, and landed on
the opposite shore in Cambridge at a place called Phipps’s farm.
Thence they marched by the shortest route to this town.

1.The whole amount of the warlike stores in the province of Massachusetts as they appear on a return,
April 14, 1775, is contained in the following list.
Firearms
21,549
Pounds of powder 17,441
Pounds of ball
22,191
No. of flints
144,699
No. of bayonets 10,103
No. of pouches
11,979
The whole of the town stocks
Firearms
68
Pounds of powder
357 1/2
Pounds of ball
66,78
No. of flints
100,531
Duke’s county and Nantucket were not included in this list.
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The salubrity of Concord violates the most received medical
theories concerning such diseases as are supposed to be
generated by stagnant waters. I know of no stream which
approaches nearer to a state of stagnation than Concord River.
Yet diseases of this class are seldom, or never, found here.
The cause I shall not pretend to assign.
Within these thirteen years the baptisms in Concord amounted
to 395,. Three fourths only of those who were born are supposed
to have been baptized. The number of births, therefore, was
about 527.
Concord contains a single congregation. The whole number of
inhabitants in 1790, as has been observed, was 1,590. In 1800,
it contained 227 dwelling houses, and 1,679 inhabitants; and
in 1810, 1,633.

April 21: A company of Minute Men under the command of Captain John Allen set out on their march from their
homes in the vicinity of Northampton, toward the sea.
A “Revolutionary Extra Edition” of the Salem Gazette, or Newbury and Marblehead Advertiser was put out
onto the street by Ezekiel Russell, in which the regular army found itself accused of “circumstances of cruelty
not less brutal than what our venerable ancestors received from the vilest of savages in the wilderness.” Russell
evidently had not heard of, or preferred not to tell of, the hatchet murder and mutilation by a Concordian of
one of the wounded soldiers after the engagement!
Likewise the Essex Gazette was declaring “We have the pleasure to say, that, notwithstanding the highest
Provocations … not one Instance of Cruelty … was committed by our victorious Militia; but listening to the
merciful dictates of the Christian Religion, they ‘Breathed higher Sentiments of Humanity’,” relying evidently
on the exculpatory tale that people were telling one another, that the Concord man who had dispatched the
wounded soldier after the engagement at the Old North Bridge over the Concord River had supposedly not
been a member of the militia with a shoulder weapon but supposedly had only been a local handyman running
around afterward with his trusty hatchet.26

26. A subtle bit of truthtelling worthy of a William Jefferson Clinton!

It all depends on what “is” means!
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An expedition of this nature had for some time been expected.
Certain intelligence of it had been obtained the preceding
afternoon by Dr. Warren, who afterwards fell in the battle of
Breed’s Hill,1 and was forwarded by him with the utmost celerity
to the intervening towns, particularly to Lexington, where were at
that time Mr. Hancock and Mr. Adams, both afterwards governors of
Massachusetts.2 As these gentlemen were supposed to be the
principal objects of the expedition, the expresses who carried the
intelligence (Col. Paul Revere and Mr. William Dawes) were
peculiarly directed to them.3 They reached Lexington, which is four
miles from Concord, in such season that Messrs. Hancock and Adams
made their escape.4 Here, however, the expresses were stopped by
the British as they were advancing toward Concord; but Dr.
Prescott, a young gentleman to whom they had communicated their
message, escaped and alarmed the inhabitants of Concord.5
The British troops reached Lexington at five o’clock in the
morning. Here they found about seventy militia and forty unarmed
spectators by the side of the church. Major Pitcairn rode up to
them and cried out with vehemence, “Disperse you rebels; throw down
your arms, and disperse.” As this command was not immediately
obeyed, he discharged a pistol and ordered his soldiers to fire
upon the inhabitants. The soldiers fired, and the people instantly
fled. The soldiers, however, continued to fire at individuals. This
at length provoked a return, and several were killed on both sides.
Still the troops continued their march toward Concord, where they
arrived early in the morning. For the purpose of defense, the
inhabitants had drawn themselves up in a kind of order; but, upon
discovering the number of the enemy withdrew over the North Bridge,
half a mile below the church, where they waited for reinforcements.
The soldiers then broke open and scattered about sixty barrels of
flour, disabled two twenty-four pounders, destroyed the carriages
of about twenty cannon, and threw five hundred pounds of ball into
the river and neighboring wells. The principal part of the stores,
however, was not discovered.
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1.Joseph Warren (1741-1755), Harvard 1759, an excellent physician in Boston, became deeply involved in
Revolutionary politics. Early in 1775, he gave up his profession to enter the army. He became president pro tempore
of the Provincial Congress and was elected a major general four days before his death.
2.John Hancock (1737-1793), Harvard 1754, adopted by his rich uncle Thomas, joined his successful mercantile firm.
The famous Revolutionary patriot was treasurer of Harvard College, 1773-1777, president of the Massachusetts
Provincial Congress, and first governor of Massachusetts in the new republic, 1780-1785. His successor was Samuel
Adams (1722-1803), Harvard 1740, better remembered for his incendiary role as one of the “Sons of Liberty” in the
Revolution. As lieutenant governor of Massachusetts in 1789, acting governor in 1793, and elected governor, 17941798, this turbulent man showed little understanding of the problems of the state or of the nation.
3.See Colonel Revere’s letters to the corresponding secretary of the Mass. Hist. Society….
4.Revolutionary patriot Paul Revere (1735-1818), a silversmith, was the official courier for the massachusetts
Provincial Assembly as well as an effective political cartoonist and the acknowledged leader of Boston’s artisans.
William Dawes (1745-1799) was one of the two men chosen to spread the alarm if the British troops should move to
raid the military stores deposited in Concord.
5.Samuel Prescott (1751-c. 1777) completed the famous midnight ride after Paul Revere was captured, but died later
in a prison in Halifax.
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After this work was completed, the troops advanced to the bridge
in order to disperse the Americans. Major Buttrick, of Concord,
who commanded the militia, being ignorant of the tragedy at
Lexington, had directed his men not to begin the fire.1 As he
advanced with his party, the light infantry began to pull up the
bridge; and, as he approached, fired, and killed two Americans one
of them a Captain Davis, of Acton, in the neighborhood.2 The fire
was instantly returned, and the troops were compelled to retreat.
Several of them were killed, several wounded, and a few taken
prisoners.
The party was pursued; and, after they had rejoined the main body,
the whole retired with the utmost expedition. On their way to
Lexington they were continually harassed by an irregular and not
ill-directed fire from the buildings and walls on their route.
Every moment increased the number of their assailants and their
own fatigue, distress, and danger. Upon the first intelligence
that the Americans had betaken themselves to arms, General Gage
sent a second detachment to the relief of Lieutenant Colonel Smith
under the command of Lord Percy.3 It amounted to nine hundred men
and marched from Boston with two fieldpieces, their music playing
the tune of Yankee Doodle to insult the Americans. As they were
passing through Roxbury, a young man who was making himself merry
on the occasion being asked, as is said, by his lordship, why he
laughed so heartily, replied “To think how you will dance by and
by to Chevy Chase.”
This detachment joined their friends at Lexington, where the whole
body rested for a short time, and with their fieldpieces kept the
Americans at a distance. The neighboring country was now in arms,
and moving both to attack the enemy and to intercept their retreat.
The troops, therefore speedily recommenced their march. From both
sides of the road issued a continual fire, directed often by
excellent marksmen, and particularly dangerous to the officers.
Major Pitcairn thought it prudent to quit his horse and lose
himself among the soldiery. Everywhere the retreating army was
pursued and flanked. Their enemies descended from every new hill
and poured through every new valley. Perplexed by a mode of
fighting to which they were strangers, and from which neither their
valor, nor their discipline furnished any security; exhausted by
fatigue, and without a hope of succor; the troops wisely withdrew
from impending destruction with the utmost celerity.

1.John Buttrick (1715-1791) was a leader of the Concord militia in action on April 19, 1775.
2.Isaac Davis (1745-1775), who led the Acton minute men against the British on the Concord bridge, was killed in
the first volley.
3.Hugh Percy, Duke of Northumberland (1742-1817), apparently disapproved of the war with the American colonies
although he entered military service against them.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

39

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

In their retreat, however, they set fire to several houses,
plundered whatever pleased their fancy or gratified their
avarice, and killed several unarmed persons: particularly two
old men, whose hoary locks pleaded for compassion in vain. Bunker
Hill, which they reached about sunset, was the first place of
safety and repose in their march. The next day they returned to
Boston.
In this expedition the British had sixty-five killed, and one
hundred and eighty wounded, and twenty-eight made prisoners: two
hundred and seventy-three. Among the wounded were fifteen
officers, one of them Lieutenant Colonel Smith. Of the Americans,
fifty were killed, thirty-four wounded, and four missing:
eighty-eight. Several gentlemen of reputation fell in this
conflict, and were regarded as martyrs in the cause of freedom
and their country.
Such was the issue of this memorable day, and such the
commencement of the Revolutionary War in the United States.
Whatever opinions may be adopted concerning the controversy
between the British government and the colonies by those who come
after us, every man of sober, candid reflection must confess that
very gross and very unfortunate errors existed in the measures
adopted, both in Great Britain and America, toward the colonies.
In both countries information was drawn and received almost
solely from those who espoused the system of the reigning
administration. It hardly needs to be observed that deception
and mischief were the necessary consequence. An opinion also was
boldly advanced, sedulously adopted, and extensively diffused
that the Americans were mere blusterers and poltroons. In the
British Parliament, Colonel Grant declared, with equal folly and
insolence, that at the head of five hundred, or perhaps (as
numerals are easily misprinted) of five thousand men, he would
undertake to march from one end of the British settlements to
the other, in spite of all American opposition.1 This declaration
would almost of itself have converted a nation of real cowards
into soldiers. Why it should be believed that the descendants of
Englishmen, Scotchmen, and Irishmen were cowards, especially by
their brethren descended from the same ancestors, I shall not
take upon me to explain. The difficulties and hazards attendant
upon a war conducted at the distance of three thousand miles from
the source of control and supplies were certainly not realized
by the British cabinet. As little did they realize the
disposition or the circumstances of the Americans.
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1.Probably Dwight refers to James Grant (1720-1806), member of Parliament at different times, a military man
who went to America with reinforcements under Howe and became a general.
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General Gage’s principal advisers were of two classes, both very
unhappily fitted to give him useful advice. One class was
composed of Britons, utterly unacquainted with the state of the
country, unwarrantably relying on their own prowess, and
foolishly presuming on the supposed pusillanimity of the
colonists. The other class was composed of colonists who had
embarked their all in British measures, were generally deceived
themselves, and were strongly prompted by every motive to deceive
him. When the expedition to Concord was planned, it is probable
that neither General Gage, nor his advisers, expected the least
attempt at resistance. This opinion was bandied through the whole
party in Boston. At the same time were continually circulated
fulsome panegyrics on the bravery of the British troops. Silly
jests and contemptible sneers were also reiterated concerning
the dastardly character of the colonists. All these were spread,
felt, and remembered. The expedition to Concord refuted them all.
Concord, as has been observed, lies almost equally on both sides
of the river to which it gives its name. The surface of the
township is generally level and low, and the river remarkably
sluggish. From these facts a traveler would naturally conclude
that Concord must be unhealthy. The following statement will
however prove this conclusion to be unsound.
In the year 1790, the township contained 1,590 inhabitants. Of
these, seventy-five were seventy years of age, or upward.
From the year 1779 to 1791 inclusive, a period of thirteen years,
222 persons died. The greatest number in a single year was
twenty-five, the least ten. The average number was seventeen. Of
these, fifty-nine were more than seventy, thirty others more than
eighty, and eight more than ninety, amounting in the whole to
ninety-seven (out of 222) who passed the limit of seventy years.
It is presumed, a more remarkable instance of health and
longevity cannot be produced. Almost 7/17 of the whole number
deceased have during this period reached the boundary of human
life. It is scarcely to be imagined that even here a similar list
will be furnished a second time. Yet the Rev. Mr. Ripley,
minister of Concord, who kept this register, informed me that
the state of health during this period did not, so far as he had
observed, differ very materially from what was common.1

1.Ezra Ripley (1751-1841), Harvard 1776, became pastor of the First Church in Concord, Massachusetts, in 1778.
There he founded what was perhaps the first temperance society in the country. He was the stepfather of Ralph
Waldo Emerson.
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May 3: At this point, clearly, the misrepresentation had not yet begun, that the minutemen of Lexington had fired upon
the army troops first, and the misrepresentation was still continuing, that the slaughtered minutemen amounted
to pacifist martyrs, for the Massachusetts Spy of Isaiah Thomas was trumpeting:
AMERICANS! Forever bear in mind the BATTLE OF LEXINGTON!
When British Troops, unmolested and unprovoked,
wantonly, and in a most inhumane manner fired upon and
killed a number of our countrymen.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE

1776
The Reverend Jonas Clarke, minister for Lexington, began the practice of annual memorial services for the
martyrs of April 19th.

OLD NORTH BRIDGE
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1788
Brister Freeman was paid 18 shillings for making repairs to the Old North Bridge, which had been erected in
1760 and was in such terrible condition that it would have to be abandoned and demolished in 1792. (From
1793 to 1874 no bridge would exist at this exact historic site.) Peter Wheeler also worked on these repairs and
received £2, 13s. Later it would be this Wheeler who would play a near-fatal trick on Freeman.
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1791
The Reverend Ezra Ripley, ever a believer in discipline, participated in the suppression of Shay’s Rebellion to
the west in Massachusetts. Federal law began to regularize the citizen militias in order to ensure that never
again would there be such a dustup between militia and army as had occurred in 1774 in Lexington and
Concord. Please note that the Massachusetts militia, indeed every one of these American militias after this
federal law of 1791, would be lily-white, racially exclusionist groups. When our histories tell us, therefore,
that during Thoreau’s era every able-bodied man was under obligation to muster on Militia Day once per year
as a minimum, what they mean to say is every able-bodied white man, without exception — and no non-white
man, without exception.

Route realignment and the new tollroads had at this point rendered Concord’s Old North Bridge, the “Battle
Bridge,” like the citizens’ militia, expendable. In any event, it had always been an undependable link due to
vulnerability during floods.27 That being the case, the Reverend Ripley and his neighbors requested that
the town demolish the deteriorated structure.

27. It is a stupid thing to do, as is shown in this case, to replace an existing ford with a new bridge at the same exact spot.
Bridges and fords call for different topography: the old ford was placed at that point due to low banks and a wide shallow stretch of
river, but for a suitable bridge you will require high banks and a deep narrow stretch! –Duh.
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BRIDGE #3:
THE NEW NEW OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1793-1874)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith
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1793
With Concord’s Old North Bridge demolished down to its stone abutments and the road leading to the Concord
River reduced to an abandoned track through a cow pasture, the Reverend Ezra Ripley bought the plot of land

on the town side — because he wanted to brag that the first fallen Army men of 1775 had died “on his own
ground.” This new structure was put exactly where the bridge had been on April 19, 1775, but did not resemble
the Battle bridge.

(This bridge would need to be reconstructed again in 1874, and again in 1888, and again in 1956. When it
would be reconstructed this most recent time, care would be taken to match what had been in place on April
19, 1775 — in that the bridge we now have is, again, a post-and-beam structure with a plank surface and wood
railings, between stone-and-mortar abutments on the banks.)
The first bridge was built across the Concord River from the
point of land below Joseph Barrett’s, Esq., to Lee’s hill. In
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1665 it was washed away, and another built the next year, where
the present [1835] south bridge stands. Six or seven new bridges
have since been built on the same spot. In 1660 there were three
new bridges in the town, the north bridge (which the events of
the 19th of April, 1775, have made memorable), the great south
bridge, and one where Darby’s bridge now [1835] stands. A few
years previous to that time, the town had been allowed £20 by
the county towards maintaining these bridges. An effort was then
made to have the whole expense borne by the county, but the town
could obtain but £30 annually for that purpose. When they were
first supported entirely by the town, is uncertain. They have
been often swept away by the floods; and large sums of money are
annually raised to keep them in repair, which has very much
increased the expenses of the town. The bridge by Captain Hunt’s
was first built about 1792, that by the Rev. Dr. Ripley’s in
1793, those on the turnpike in 1802, and that beyond Deacon
Hubbard’s in 1802. There are now [1835] eight bridges entirely
supported by the town.28

28.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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1797
In Concord, Reuben Hunt, Roger Brown, and Joseph Chandler were Selectmen.
Ephraim Wood was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court. He was appointed as Judge of
the Court of Common Pleas and would hold this office until the new organization of that court in 1811.
The Massachusetts General Court, acting because the US Congress had consistently failed to act, awarded
funds to Lexington and Concord to construct memorial monuments to the fallen of April 19th.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE

At the age of 23, Winthrop Faulkner received a Justice’s commission.
William Emerson Faulkner graduated at Harvard College. He would read law with his brother-in-law, Jabez
Upham of Brookfield.
The first town School [in Acton] was kept in 1741, when it was
voted to have a “reading, writing, and moving school for six
months.” In 1743 a similar one was established and £18 old tenor,
equal to about £3 lawful money, was raised for its support.
Whether this afforded the only means of education does not
appear. It is probable some schools might have been supported
by private subscription. Several youth, as was then customary,
resorted to the clergyman, for their education. People, however,
enjoyed few other opportunities than were afforded in their own
families. In 1760, the town [of Acton] was divided into six
school districts, and in 1771 into seven. In 1797 the town [of
Acton] was divided into four districts, East, West, South, and
Middle, and several new houses were built. This division has
since been continued. The money is divided among the districts
in proportion to the taxes. From the return made to the state
in 1826, it appears, that the aggregate time of keeping the
schools was 28 months, and that they were attended by 412 pupils,
of whom 227 were males, and 185 females. 139 were under 7 years
of age, 160 from 7 to 14, and 113 from 14 upwards.29
In consequence of the fluctuating relative value of money, the
town [of Lincoln] voted, in 1797, “that the Rev. Mr. Stearns’s
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salary should be £80 per year, at all times when the current
price of Indian corn is 3s. and rye 4s. per bushel, and beef
20s. and pork 33s. per hundred; and to be increased or diminished
according as the prices of those articles vary.”30

Representatives of Lincoln31
Chambers Russell
Samuel Farrer
Eleazer Brooks
Chambers Russell
Samuel Hoar
Samuel Farrar, Jr.

’54-57, ’59, ’62, ’63, ’5.

Joshua Brooks

1809-1811.

1766-1768.

Leonard Hoar

1812-1814.

William Hayden

1815, 1816.

Elijah Fiske

1820-1822.

’74-’78, ’80, ’5, ’7, ’90-’2.
1788.
’94, ’95, ’97, ’98, 1801, ’3-’8.
1800.

Joel Smith
Silas P. Tarbell

1824.
1827, 1828.

Not represented 1758, ’60, ’62, ’69-’73, ’79, ’81, ’82, ’86, ’89, ’93, ’96, ’99,
1802, ’17, ’23, ’25, ’26.

29.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835

(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
30. Ibid.
31. Ibid
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1824
September 2, Thursday: The Marquis de Lafayette breakfasted in Newburyport on yet another rainy day, and
William Lloyd Garrison was among the hundreds of townspeople who obtained his handshake at the Tracy
mansion on State Street (a building which now houses the town’s public library) prior to his departure for
Concord.

When the illustrious citoyen reached Concord, Squire Samuel Hoar, on behalf of all, rose to deliver the
welcome.
Lafayette, nous sommes ici!
—General “Black Jack” Pershing,
arriving with US troops in France
at the very end of the WWI trench warfare.

Unfortunately, Squire Hoar did this in a manner which would begin a long and bitter controversy with
Lexington over which town’s militia had been the first to fire upon the colonial army in America, by pointing
out in his speech of welcome that it had been at the Old North Bridge over the Concord River rather than during
the prior slaughter on the green in Lexington town that “the first forcible resistance” had been offered by the
militia to the army. Before this visit by the marquis, there had in fact been very little note taken either in
Concord or in Lexington of the anniversary of the April 19th dustup between the militia and the army. This
invidious discrimination between two outbreaks of smallarms fire would produce a “storm of protest” from
indignant Lexingtonians. Major Elias Phinney of Lexington would begin to pull together the depositions of
survivors, none of whom had forgotten any details of the “battle” and some of whom were finding that they
were able to recall details that hadn’t actually happened.
When Mary Moody Emerson was introduced to the general, she coquettishly told him that since she had been
at the time a newborn infant, she also could lay claims to having been “‘in arms’ at the Concord fight.”32
John Shepard Keyes would later preserve a dim memory of having been pulled by a sister out of the way of
the horses that drew Lafayette through Concord, and of the pageantry of that very special day.
32. I don’t know whether this presentation of Mary Moody Emerson to Lafayette occurred earlier during this day, in Newburyport,
or later, in Concord.
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Franklin Benjamin Sanborn would later allege that Henry David Thoreau had been able to summon a
childhood memory of this event, which would have occurred subsequent to his 7th birthday, but Thoreau’s
memory of the event would have been rather more like the trace memory of Keynes (John Shepard Keyes) and
nothing like Walt Whitman’s — for Walt’s memory much later (a memory produced for the amazement of his
friend John Burroughs), was that somehow he had obtained for himself a manly kiss:
On the visit of General Lafayette to this country, in
1824, he came over to Brooklyn in state, and rode
through the city. The children of the schools turn’d
out to join in the welcome. An edifice for a free
public library for youths was just then commencing, and
Lafayette consented to stop on his way and lay the
corner-stone. Numerous children arriving on the
ground, where a huge irregular excavation for the
building was already dug, surrounded with heaps of
rough stone, several gentlemen assisted in lifting the
children to safe or convenient spots to see the
ceremony. Among the rest, Lafayette, also helping the
children, took up the five-year-old Walt Whitman, and
pressing the child a moment to his breast, and giving
him a kiss, handed him down to a safe spot in the
excavation.
— John Burroughs.

Abba Alcott would love to recount, in her old age, how her aunt Dorothy Sewall Quincy met the marquis
at the ball held in his honor. We may be able to judge the nature of the reception and ball at which Dorothy
Sewall Quincy “met her marquis” –presumably in Boston rather than in Concord where there would not have
been an adequate infrastructure of edifices, servants, and the paraphernalia of privilege– by considering that
the visit of this distinguished “friend of America,” who had been declared a guest of the nation by President
James Monroe and by the federal Congress, was our nation’s chief social excitement of this year.

In Philadelphia, for instance, the celebrations had occupied several days, with the good general Lafayette
bowing with grace of manner and greeting each lady and gentleman presented to him with “How do you do?”
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in very careful English, and the following account subsequently appeared in Niles’ Weekly Register:

THE NATION’S GUEST
On Monday morning, the 4th inst., about three hundred
children of both sexes, from the different schools in
Philadelphia, were arranged in the State House yard to
receive General La Fayette: the spectacle was most
beautiful and highly interesting.
In the evening he attended a grand ball at the theatre:
the lobby of which was converted into a magnificent
saloon, adorned with beautiful rose, orange and lemon
trees, in full bearing, and a profusion of shrubbery,
pictures, busts, banners with classical inscriptions,
etc., all illuminated with a multitude of lamps. For the
dancers there were two compartments, the house and the
stage; the upper part of the former was hung with scarlet
drapery, studded with golden stars, while the great
chandelier, with two additional ones, and a row of wax
tapers, arranged over the canopy, shed down a blaze of
light. The first and second tiers of boxes were crowded
with ladies in the richest apparel, as spectators of the
dazzling array. Beyond the proscenium the stage division
wore the appearance of an Eastern pavilion in a garden,
terminating with a view of an extended sea and landscape,
irradiated by the setting sun, and meant to typify the
Western world. The company began to assemble soon after
seven o’clock, and consisted of two thousand or more
persons, of whom 600 or 700 were invited strangers.
Twenty-two hundred tickets had been issued. No disorder
occurred in the streets, with the arrival and departure
of the carriages, which formed a line along the adjoining
squares.
General La Fayette appeared at nine o’clock and was
received at the door by the managers of the ball. He was
conducted the whole length of the apartments through an
avenue formed by the ladies to the bottom of the stage,
where Mrs. Morris, Governor Shulze, and the Mayer waited
to greet him in form: the full band playing an appropriate
air during his progress. As soon as he was seated, the
dancers were called, and at least four hundred were
immediately on the floor. The dancing did not cease until
near five o’clock, though the company began to retire
about three. At twelve, one of the managers, from an upper
box, proclaimed a toast “to the nation’s guest,” which
was hailed with enthusiasm and accompanied by the descent
of a banner from the ceiling. Behind this was suddenly
displayed a portrait of the general, with allegorical
figures.
A short while later, churning this topic, Niles’ Weekly Register offered information about the sexual overtones
of toasts which had been offered at a similar upscale bash in Baltimore, and the manner in which such
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gallantries had been offered and received:
When the music for the dancing ceased, the military
band of the first rifle regiment played the most
pleasing and fashionable airs.... Just before the
ladies of the first tables retired, General La Fayette
requested permission to give the following toast,
which was received in a manner that reflected credit
on the fair objects of it: “The Baltimore ladies —
the old gratitude of a young soldier mingles with the
respectful sense of new obligation conferred on a
veteran.” The ladies rose and saluted the general,
and the sensation and effect is not to be described;
when he sat down there was a burst of applause from all
the gentlemen present.
Need we explore the overtones of this toast? The old French general is relying upon the national stereotypes
according to which Frenchmen in tights are “gallant,” and is reminiscing about when he and his fellows were
young and horny, traveling around in magnificent uniforms diddling the lovely young colonial maidens.
He is saying to these ladies at the banquet “Maybe it was you I swived with when you were much younger,
and you will remember but not I, or consider that maybe it was your mama,” and he was saying to their
husbands as well, “Maybe it was your wife I swived with when we were so much younger, and she will
remember but not I and she will most certainly not tell you about it, or maybe it was your mama, or your wife’s
mama.” He remembers youthful delights and is grateful. Lafayette says all this in the most careful innuendo,
“and the sensation and effect is not to be described.” What could the American males do but applaud wildly?
–They couldn’t very well rush the main table and shove this codger’s head into his soup, could they?
In Newport, Rhode Island Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day Morng - called a little while at Jos Anthonys, then came
on board the Packet & got home in about five hours This little jant [jaunt] to Providence has been attended with
depression on account of the inconvenience of leaving home when
I have considerable of my own to attend too, & my outward
circumstances require my attention - yet I have (I trust) humbly
to acknowledge an evidence of divine favour & even an
enlargement of my views & exercises which is worth sacrifice &
even suffering for & as to my spiritual condition I have returned
refreshed & enlivened, with renew’d desires for myself & the
society of which I am a member, that I may grow in grace, & there
by become increasingly usefull to the latter
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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1825
April 18, Monday: A foundation stone was laid in the square at the center of town, about five feet east of the
town’s liberty pole, and the sum of $500 which had been raised toward the creation of a suitable Concord Battle
Monument was placed in the hands of trustees Samuel Burr, Daniel Shattuck, and Josiah Davis, to accumulate
interest against the day when it would be possible to proceed. (When Samuel Burr would die, Ephraim
Merriam would become the third trustee.) Because this site was nearly half a mile from the Old North Bridge
where the “Concord Fight” occurred, there was a certain amount of discord and dissatisfaction, and so, during
the following winter, persons unknown would during the nighttime erect a sham monument of empty casks
and boards about twenty feet high, over this foundation stone, with an inscription:
This monument is erected here to commemorate the battle
which took place at the North Bridge.
On the following night that winter the structure would be set afire, and the intense heat would damage the
foundation stone. This unfortunate incident would be described in an 1859 publication by Louis A. Surett,
printed in the town and entitled BY-LAWS OF CORINTHIAN LODGE, OF ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED
MASONS, OF CONCORD, MASS., WITH ... BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE PAST MASTERS; AND A HISTORY OF THE
LODGE, INCLUDING BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES....
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April 19, Tuesday: Concord’s orator of the day was Representative Edward Everett, 60 survivors assembled,

of the dustup between the militia and the army of 1775, and a foundation-stone for a monument was positioned
in the town square: “Here on the 19th of April 1775 began the war of that Revolution which gave Independence
to America.” Some Concordians, however, were rather irritated at their committee’s decision to situate this
monument at such a distance from the actual battlesite. The pamphlet of Major Elias Phinney was issued by
the town of Lexington, detailing the depositions of their survivors to the effect that it had been Lexington, not
Concord, that had been the site of the first “battle” between the militia and the army troops, and that it had been

Lexington blood, not Concord blood, which “became the first offering upon the altar of their country’s
freedom.” “Inhabitants of Lexington feel it to be particularly incumbent on them to lay this statement of facts
before the publick, on account of some recent publications stating that ‘at Concord the first blood was shed
between the British and the armed Americans.’”33
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
PATRIOTS’ DAY

33.
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Because of this controversy which arose between these competing-for-the-tourist-dollar towns half a century
after the events, as to which one of the two had been the true righteous manly aggressor which was by right to
be annually celebrated versus which one the mere supine effeminate victim which ought to be annually
neglected, Lemuel Shattuck would need to add a special appendix to his 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF
CONCORD;...:

HISTORICAL VIEW OF THE EVIDENCE
RELATING TO THE EVENTS OF THE 19TH APRIL, 1775.
FIFTY years after the events of the 19th of April, 1775,
occurred, some statements relating to the history of those
events became the subject of controversy. The following
questions embrace the most material points in discussion.
1. Did the Lexington company disperse as directed by the
British officers? and were they first fired upon while
dispersing?
2. Was the first forcible resistance to the British armed
soldiers made by the provincials at Lexington in the morning;
and did they then return the fire of the enemy?
Some Individuals are satisfied with a history which describes
the whole of the events of that day under the local name of
Lexington Battle, whether reference be had to the affair at
Lexington in the morning, or to the fight at Concord, or to that
in the afternoon, continued during the whole course of the
retreat from Concord to Charlestown; and they will consider it
of little importance how these questions are answered. But those
who regard truth as important in historical matters, even in
minute particulars, will look at the subject in a different
light. Without any intentions of reviving the controversy, or
of stating at length the reasons for the opinions I entertain,
or of casting a comparative shade over the honor acquired by the
brave “sons of liberty” in either town for the part they acted,
I deem it due to historical truth to make the following detail
of facts, that the subject may be fairly understood; and that
those who entertain or promulgate opinions relating to these
historical events, may have the means of doing it accurately.
The origin of this controversy will appear from the following
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statements. On the 2d of September, 1824, Lafayette passed
through Lexington and Concord; and in an address to him in
Concord, the Hon. Samuel Hoar said, “You now behold the spot on
which the first forcible resistance was made” to British
oppression. The same idea had often been given before by Morse,
Worcester and others, who had in their Gazetteers, described the
geography of the town. In the following October the Bunker Hill
Monument Association published an address to the public,
soliciting subscriptions in aid of its objects, in which it is
said, “At Concord the first [British] blood was shed between the
British and armed Americans.” — “It is also intended to erect a
suitable monument at Concord, where the first conflict was had,
bearing proper inscriptions to commemorate the glorious spirit
of independence which manifested itself there.” This produced
two illiberal newspaper articles in “The Boston Patriot,” and a
reply from the Hon. William Sullivan, chairman of the committee.
During the approaching winter the citizens of Concord made
arrangements to celebrate by public performances the fiftieth
anniversary of the 19th of April, 1775. The Hon. Edward Everett
was engaged as the orator, and Lexington and the neighboring
towns were invited to unite in the ceremony. The Bunker Hill
Monument Association appropriated $500, — which was somewhat
less than the amount of the subscriptions to that Association
in Concord, — towards the erection of a monument in that town,
and sent to the committee of arrangements a plan of the monument,
and proposed that the cornerstone should be laid on the day of
the celebration.34
In the mean time the inhabitants of Lexington had taken
measures to collect and publish a statement, intended, as we are
informed in the preface to the publication, to counteract the
influence of the two statements above mentioned; and also the
testimony given under oath in 1775; and the narrative of the
Rev. Mr. Clark published in 1776. The result of these measures
was, “The History of the Battle of Lexington,” written by Elias
Phinney, Esq., a member of the committee chosen by the town for
that purpose. This pamphlet was placed in the hands of the
honorable and accomplished orator, and he states in a note to
the historical Oration, pronounced at the celebration, that his
“aim has been not to pronounce on questions in controversy,” “reference being had to the testimony contained” in Mr.
Phinney’s pamphlet. These two publications (the Oration and
History) appeared in print about the same time; and, so far as
relates to the particular facts in question, stand equally on
controversial ground. In 1827, “the Rev. Ezra Ripley, D.D., and
other citizens of Concord, published a “History of the Fight at
Concord,” intended to invalidate some of the statements
contained in the two pamphlets just mentioned. All three of
these publications, though they contain much valuable historical
matter, must be considered in regard to the points at issue,
controversial.
About the time these publications were made, several highly
controversial articles appeared in the newspapers; but they
34. This money has been vested on interest by the town for this object. The directors of the Bunker Hill Monument Association have
also more recently pledged themselves to pay the additional sum of $1000; and when received, the whole will be appropriated to
building a monument, probably on the very spot where the first British blood was shed, — where the first British life was taken, in
the cause of American liberty, and where are the graves of the slain.
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cannot be regarded by candid minds in the serious light of
historical truth. A new lithographic edition of Doolittle’s
Historical Engraving, first published in 1775, also appeared.
In the original no one is represented as firing at the British
soldiers at Lexington, but several as dispersing and some as
slain. As this would be rather an awkward representation of a
battle, the editors, as is sometimes the practice of historians,
thought fit to improve the original to suit their views of what
the engagement should have been. From this picture wood cuts
have been prepared, which appear in some school-books to
perpetuate error.
The original evidence, which was for the first time obtained
and printed in the above pamphlets, was taken ex parte, and
designed, so far as relates to the question at issue, to
establish some particular facts in controversy, and cannot
therefore be considered strictly impartial. If there was an
influence which produced defective evidence in 1775, as has been
stated, it is not more reasonable to suppose that some other
influence, operating fifty years afterwards, when the facts
could not be so distinctly remembered, and the points then in
controversy were a subject of frequent conversation, might
produce evidence so stated and expressed as to give erroneous
impressions? Whatever weight might be attached to either of
these publications, no accurate historian will be satisfied with
their statements merely, or pronounce on questions in
controversy, without a reference to the whole original evidence.
In this case, as well as in many others, where historians copy
the errors of other writers, it will be found to differ
materially from the modern version. And what are the original
sources of the evidence? What is its purport? And how was it
understood?
Some account of those events was published in the “Essex
Gazette” of April 21st and 25th, and May 5th, 1775, which,
including an introduction, a list of the killed and wounded, and
a “Funeral elegy to the immortal memory of those worthies which
were slain in the Battle of Concord, April 19, 1775,” soon after
appeared in a hand-bill 20 inches long and 15 wide, entitled
“Bloody Butchery by the British Troops, or the Runaway Fight of
the Regulars”; — “being the Particulars of the Victorious Battle
fought at and near Concord.” Just above the title were pictured
40 coffins over which were printed the names of the slain.
On the 22d of April a committee of the Provincial Congress,
consisting of Col. Elbridge Gerry of Marblehead, Hon. Thomas
Cushing of Cohasset, Col. James Barrett of Concord, Capt. Josiah
Stone of Dracut, Dr. John Taylor of Lunenburgh, Mr. Samuel
Freeman of Falmouth, Abraham Watson, Esq. of Cambridge, and
Jonas Dix, Esq. of Waltham, were chosen to take the depositions
relating to the conduct of the British on the 19th [of April,
1775]; another was appointed to draw up a narrative, and another
to make an additional copy of the depositions. After it was
collected, the evidence was transmitted to the Continental
Congress, and to England;35 part of it was published in the
“Pennsylvania Ledger,” and copied into other American and
English newspapers. The whole was published by Isaiah Thomas,
by an order of the Provincial Congress passed May 28th, in a
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pamphlet of 22 pages, 8vo., entitled, “A Narrative of the
Incursions and Ravages of the King’s Troops under command of
General Gage on the Nineteenth of April, 1775, together with the
Depositions taken by order of Congress to support the truth of
it.” The pamphlet was ordered to be sent to every town in the
province, though I have seen but one copy, which is owned by
William Lincoln, Esq., of Worcester. These depositions were all
taken the next week after the battle; and it is a fact worthy
of notice, that those relating to Concord were dated the 23d [of
April, 1775], and those relating to Lexington the 25th of April.
“A Narrative of the Concord Fight, with 104 Depositions to
support the truth of it,” was written by the Rev. Mr. Gordon of
Roxbury, and published in George’s Almanac for 1776, “by
particular desire and for the use of the gentlemen officers and
soldiers of the American Army.” Lowe’s Almanac for that year
contains another account by the same gentleman, describing “what
he saw, or collected from unquestionable authority on the spot,”
relating to the same events.
The Rev. Jonas Clark published his Narrative, referred to in
our General History, in connexion with his Anniversary Sermon
in 1776. He informs us that he was an eye-witness, and that it
is “a plain and faithful narrative of facts, as they appeared
unto us in this place.”
A “circumstantial account,” of this affair was transmitted
by Gov. Gage to Gov. Trumbull;36 and an official account was sent
to England, which was not published by the ministry till June
10th, and which drew forth some severe but well deserved
criticisms in the “Remembrancer” and other English papers.
Gordon says it “had little truth in it;” and all who had even
an imperfect knowledge of the facts will say the same. This
statement of the material facts is contradicted by the original
depositions, by Mr. Clark’s Narrative, and by all the recent
publications above noticed. It was so drawn up as especially to
answer a particular purpose, and as a lame apology of Gage to
England for murdering innocent citizens. It was probably
compiled from letters of Smith and Percy, or from a narrative
of the occurrences written by Ensign D. Bernicre, which was left
in Boston, when the British evacuated it, and published in 1779,
says the title, “for the information and amusement of the
curious.”37 This remark in some measure shows the estimation in
which its statements were then held. It was not believed by most
of the English historians of those time, who have been
considered accurate and impartial; though some, who appear
willing to adopt the errors of others from prejudice or without
careful investigation, have believed and sent it forth as truth.
These were all the material printed original sources of
35. Capt. John Derby of Salem was despatched with these papers to England, where he arrived the 29th of May [1775]. He was the
bearer of the “Essex Gazette,” containing the first published account of these events, which was printed and circulated in London
on the day of his arrival, and gave the first notice of the affair in England. It produced great commotion. General Gage’s official
account, although despatched four days before Capt. Derby sailed, did not arrive until the 10th of June, eleven days after Capt.
Derby’s arrival, subjecting the ministry to no small embarrassment and chagrin. The depositions taken out by Capt. Derby were the
originals first taken, and contain the real signatures of the deponents. They were intended for the British government, but for some
causes not known were never communicated. They have been returned to this country, and are now in the Library of Harvard
College. See Washington’s Writings, Vol. III. p. 35. The depositions and the letters sent by Capt. Derby may be found in the printed
Journals of Congress for 1775.
36.2 Massachusetts Historical Collections, ii, p. 224.
37.2 Massachusetts Historical Collections, iv, p. 215.
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evidence.38 Most other writers anterior to 1825 have described
the events without being eye-witnesses, — without thorough
examination, or have been mere copyists from some one of these
authorities with comments to suit their own peculiar views.
And what is the purport of this evidence?
In these depositions, Capt. Parker, commander of the Lexington
company, testifies under oath, that on the approach of the
British troops he “immediately ordered the militia to disperse,
and not to fire; immediately said troops made their appearance.”
John Robbins, that when commanded by the British troops to
disperse, they did disperse before any firing took place.
34 others, that “the company began to disperse, and, when their
backs were turned upon the troops, they were fired upon.”
Timothy Smith, that “the troops marched up to the company then
dispersing” before the firing. Thomas Fessendon, that “as soon
as ever the officer cried, ‘Disperse, you rebels,’ the said
company dispersed as fast as they could; and, while they were
dispersing, the regulars kept firing at them.” Edward T. Gould,
a British officer, that “on our approach they dispersed, and,
soon after, firing began.” The Rev. Mr. Clark fully confirms
these depositions. The British account says, “when the troops
came within one hundred yards of them they began to file off
towards some stone walls.”
How was this testimony understood? Isaiah Thomas, in the
Massachusetts Spy of May 3d, 1775, published an account of this
affair, “collected from those whose veracity is unquestioned,”
in which he says, “it is to be noticed they fired upon our people
as they were dispersing agreeably to their command, and that
they did not even return the fire.” — “Thus did the troops of
the British king fire first at two several times [at Lexington
and Concord] upon his loyal American subjects, and put a period
to ten lives before a gun was fired upon them. Our people THEN
returned the fire and obliged them to retreat.” The London
“Remembrancer” (Vol. I, p. 56) says, “The positive oaths and
veracity of witnesses render it unquestionable that the King’s
troops began the fire, and that too upon a very small body of
provincials who were dispersing.” Gordon, in the Narrative to
which I have referred, says, “Upon seeing the regulars they
dispersed.” — “The Lexington company upon seeing these troops,
and being of themselves so unequal a match for them, were
deliberating for a few moments what they should do, when several
dispersing of their own heads, the Captain soon ordered the rest
to disperse for their own safety.” This was before the firing
of the British. “They killed 3 or 4 on the common, the rest on
the other side of the walls, and while dispersing.” This is
confirmed by the British account. The Rev. Mr. Pemberton says,
“They were fired upon while dispersing;”39 and repeats the same
idea in his manuscript history.
It has been said that this evidence was “ex parte and made
for particular purposes,” — to decided the question “whether the
Americans fired first, and not whether they fired at all.” It
has also been said, that those “who gave in their evidence would
not disclose any “facts which might in all probability expose
themselves or their friends to the British halter.” These
38. The letter of Paul Revere relates to other occurrences of the day not in controversy. 1 Hist. Coll., Vol. v. p. 106.
39. 1 Massachusetts Historical Collections, ii, p. 48.
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objections, to be of force, must, as seems to me, apply equally
to all the testimony, to that which relates to Concord as well
as to Lexington; and even to the Narrative of Mr. Clark. The
Concord deponents testified before “Gen. Gage and other
apologists of British outrage,” (in the language of Mr.
Phinney’s preface,) “had asserted that the people of Lexington
commenced the attack on the king’s troops; and they testified
two days before the Lexington deponents gave in their testimony
to the same committee. If the Lexington company returned the
fire, why, it has been asked, should they not have testified to
it after the Concord deponents had done it? Why should one fear
the halter more than the other? And why should it be more
criminal in one to tell the whole truth than in the other? And
it is especially difficult to perceive how Mr. Clark should be
influenced by such or any other improper motives. His Narrative
was drawn up after being a year on the spot, and after daily
conversations on the subject. It is not easy to perceive how any
motive could have influenced him to make an imperfect statement,
or “color it for a particular purpose.” He could not have
suppressed the truth, because he feared “the halter”; nor was
it necessary at that time to rouse the indignation of the
Americans towards the British by erroneous statements, nor to
refute their assertions, nor to show that they had committed
“the most deliberate murder” at Lexington. Bunker Hill battle
had been fought, Washington for some time had had the command
of the army; and, among other great events, the enemy had removed
from our neighborhood, and evacuated Boston. Why should his
Narrative not be believed and received as he says it is, — as
“a plain and faithful Narrative of facts as they appeared to us
in this place” [Lexington]? And with far more authority than any
foreign historian?
None of the original authorities to which I have referred,
states that the fire was returned, though it is inferred from
what is testified that some guns were fired. But these could not
have been fired till after Capt. Parker had “ordered the militia
to disperse and not to fire.” — “Very few of our people,” says
Mr. Clark, “fired at all; and even they did not fire till, after
being fired upon by the troops, they were wounded themselves,
or saw others killed, or wounded by them, and looked upon it
next to impossible to escape.” But does not the expression
returning the fire, as usually understood, convey some other
meaning than that implied by Mr. Clark? Would two or three guns
from behind the walls or from neighboring houses or even on the
common, on each one’s own responsibility, after orders had been
given by the commanding officers, “to disperse and not to fire,”
be considered, in military affairs, or in the ordinary use of
language, as returning the fire, and making a regular, forcible
resistance? Whether any British blood was shed or not at
Lexington in the morning, so far as regards the sources of
evidence to which we have adverted, rests entirely on the
assertion in the British account, that a single man was wounded
in the leg. Whether this be true is problematical, since this
account is not now relied on by any one as authority. It is not
pretended by anyone, that a single individual of the enemy was
killed at Lexington in the morning.
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Notwithstanding the distinguished part Concord acted on that
occasion, her citizens never took the trouble to have the
particulars published to the world. This is partly to be
ascribed to the premature death of that devoted patriot, the
Rev. William Emerson. He and several others left matter in
manuscript which has aided me in this work. Lexington, on the
other hand, celebrated the day by military parades and religious
services on eight successive anniversaries; and the sermons
preached on the occasion were printed. The legislature also
granted on the 28th of February, 1797, on the petition of Joseph
Simonds, then a representative from Lexington, $200 to erect a
monument in that town. Mr. Thomas Park of Harvard built the
monument. After some progress had been made in its erection it
was found that a further sum would be necessary to complete it,
and the Selectmen petitioned for more aid. $200 more were
granted on the 13th of January, 1798.40 It was proper that such
a monument should be placed there; and the inscription it bears
is happily designed for its object. This monument, however, and
the celebrations above noticed, combined with various other
circumstances, have tended to take off the public mind from an
examination of the whole history of the events on the 19th of
April, 1775, and to mark this spot for other purposes than the
monument was intended - the spot where the first American blood
was shed; where the first American life was taken.
The inhabitants of Lexington deserve great credit for the
stand they took in the morning, and the part they acted during
the day. That her militia were slain with arms in their hands
is an important fact, and highly honorable to their patriotism
and valor. As to resistance there, it is not contended by anyone
that any was made or attempted, which could have impeded the
progress of the troops. Mr. Clark speaks of the place, as “the
field, not of battle, but of murder and bloodshed.” This was
undoubtedly true. It would have been rash and inconsiderate for
70 militia men to have placed themselves in the attitude of
opposition to 800 chosen troops; and much more so to have engaged
in a battle. It would have been folly and not bravery. It was
much more honorable to disperse. It was not so at Concord. There
the circumstances were different, and the numbers of both
opposing parties more nearly equal. All testimony concurs in
saying that there was cool, deliberate and effectual opposition,
by order of the commanding officer. There was the first forcible
resistance — there the enemy were first compelled to retreat;
and there the first British life was taken.
I annex all the depositions taken by authority of the
Provincial Congress, and published officially in the pamphlet
of which we have given the title on page 336 [“A Narrative of
the Incursions and Ravages of the King’s Troops under command
of General Gage on the Nineteenth of April, 1775, together with
the Depositions taken by order of Congress to support the truth
of it.”]. The signatures of the deponents and the certificates
of the Justices of the Peace and Notaries Public, only, are
omitted.
“We, SOLOMON BROWN, JONATHAN LORING, and ELIJAH SANDERSON,
40. Resolves of the General Court.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

63

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

all of lawful age and of Lexington, in the County of
Middlesex, and Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New
England, do testify and declare, That on the evening of
the eighteenth of April [1775] instant, being on the
road between Lexington and Concord, and all of us
mounted on horses, we were, about ten of the clock,
suddenly surprised by nine persons whom we took to be
regular officers, who rode up to us, mounted and armed,
each holding a pistol in his hand, and after putting
pistols to our breasts, and seizing the bridles of our
horses, they swore that if we stirred another step we
should be all dead men, upon which we surrendered
ourselves, they detained us until two o’clock the next
morning, in which time they searched and greatly abused
us, having first enquired about the magazine at Concord,
whether any guards were posted there and whether the
bridges were up, and said four or five regiments of
regulars would be in possession of the stores soon, they
then brought us back to Lexington, cut the horses
bridles and girts, turned them loose, and then left us.
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.
“I, ELIJAH SANDERSON above-named, do further testify and
declare that I was in Lexington Common the morning of
the nineteenth of April [1775] aforesaid, having been
dismissed by the officers above-mentioned, and saw a
large body of regular troops advancing towards
Lexington Company, many of whom were then dispersing, I
heard one of the regulars, whom I took to be an officer,
say, ‘Damn them we will have them,’ and immediately the
regulars shouted aloud, run, and fired on the Lexington
Company, which did not fire a gun before the regulars
discharged on them, eight of the Lexington Company were
killed, while they were dispersing and at considerable
distance from each other, and many wounded, and,
although a spectator, I narrowly escaped with my life.
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.”
“I, THOMAS RICE WILLARD, of lawful age, do testify and
declare, that being in the house of Daniel Harrington,
of Lexington, on the nineteenth instant, in the morning,
about half an hour before sun-rise, looked out the
window of said house and saw (as I suppose) about four
hundred of the regulars in one body coming up the road
and marched toward the north part of the Common back of
the meeting-house, of said Lexington, and as soon as
said regulars were against the East-End of the meetinghouse, the commanding officer said something, what I
know not, but upon that the regulars ran till they came
within about eight or nine rods of about an hundred of
the militia of Lexington who were collected on said
common, at which time the militia of Lexington
dispersed, then the officers made an huzza, and the
private soldiers succeeded them, directly after this,
an officer rode before the regulars, to the other side
of the body, and hollowed after the Militia of said
Lexington and said, ‘Lay down your arms, damn you, why
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don’t you lay down your arms,’ and that there was not a
gun fired till the militia of Lexington were dispersed,
and further saith not.
“April 23d, 1775.”
“Lexington, 25th of April, 1775.
“SIMON WINSHIP of Lexington, in the county of
Middlesex, and province of the Massachusetts-Bay, in
New England, being of lawful age testifieth and saith,
that on the nineteenth of April instant, about four
o’clock in the morning, as he was passing the public
road in said Lexington, peaceably and unarmed, about two
miles and an half distant from the meeting-house in said
Lexington, he was met by a body of the King’s regular
troops, and being stopped by some officers of said
troops was commanded to dismount, upon asking why he
must dismount, he was obliged by force to quit his
horse, and ordered to march in the midst of the body,
and being examined whether he had been warning the
minute-men he answered no, but had been out and was then
returning to his father’s. Said Winship further
testifies, that he marched with said troops until he
became about half a quarter of a mile of said meetinghouse, where an officer commanded the troops to halt,
and then to prime and load; this being done, the said
troops marched on till they came within a few rods of
Capt. Parker, and company, who were partly collected on
the place of parade, when said Winship observed an
officer at the head of said troops, flourishing his
sword and with a loud voice giving the word ‘Fire,’
which was instantly followed by a discharge of arms from
said regular troops, and said Winship is positive, and
in the most solemn manner declares, that there was no
discharge of arms on either side, till the word fire was
given by said officer as above.”
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.
“I, JOHN PARKER, of lawful age, and commander of the
militia in Lexington, do testify and declare, that, on
the 19th instant, in the morning about one of the clock,
being informed that there were a number of the regular
officers riding up and down the road, stopping and
insulting people as they passed the road, and also was
informed that a number of the regular troops were on
their march from Boston, in order to take the province
stores at Concord, ordered our militia to meet on the
common in said Lexington, to consult what to do, and
concluded not to be discovered nor meddle or make with
said regular troops (if they should approach) unless
they should insult or molest us, and upon their sudden
approach, I immediately ordered our militia to disperse
and not to fire. Immediately said troops made their
appearance and rushing furiously, fired upon and killed
eight of our party, without receiving any provocation
therefor from us.”
“Lexington, April 24th, 1775.
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“I, JOHN ROBBINS, being of lawful age, do testify and
say, that on the 19th instant, the company under the
command of Captain John Parker, being drawn up sometime
before sunrise, on the green or common, and I being in
the front rank, there suddenly appeared a number of the
King’s troops, about a thousand, as I thought, at the
distance of about sixty or seventy yards from us,
hussaing, and on quick pace towards us, with three
officers in their front on horseback, and on full gallop
towards us, the foremost of which cried, ‘Throw down
your arms, ye villains, ye rebels,’ upon which said
company dispersing, the foremost of the three officers
ordered their men, saying, ‘Fire, by God, fire,’ at
which moment, we received a very heavy and close fire
from them, at which instant, being wounded, I fell, and
several of our men were shot dead by me. Capt. Parker’s
men, I believe, had not fired a gun, and further the
deponent saith not.”
“We, BENJAMIN TIDD, of Lexington, and JOSEPH ABBOT, of
Lincoln, in the county of Middlesex, and colony of the
Massachusetts-Bay, in New England, of lawful age, do
testify and declare, that on the morning of the
nineteenth of April instant, about five o’clock, being
on Lexington common and mounted on horses, we saw a body
of Regular Troops marching up to the Lexington company
which was then dispersing; soon after, the regulars
fired, first a few guns, which we took to be pistols,
from some of the regulars who were mounted on horses,
and then the said regulars fired a volley or two before
any guns were fired by the Lexington company. Our horses
immediately started and we rode off and further say not.
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.”
“We, NATHANIEL MULLIKEN, PHILIP RUSSELL, MOSES HARRINGTON, JUN.,
THOMAS HARRINGTON, DANIEL HARRINGTON, WILLIAM GRISMER, WILLIAM
TIDD, ISAAC HASTINGS, JONAS STONE, Jun., JAMES WYMAN, THADDEUS
HARRINGTON, JOHN CHANDLER, JOSHUA REED, Jun., JOSEPH SIMONDS,
PHINEAS SMITH, JOHN CHANDLER, Jun., REUBEN LOCK, JOEL VILES,
NATHAN REED, SAMUEL TIDD, BENJAMIN LOCK, THOMAS WINSHIP, SIMEON
SNOW, JOHN SMITH, MOSES HARRINGTON, 3d., JOSHUA REED, EBENEZER
PARKER, JOHN HARRINGTON, ENOCH WILLINGTON, JOHN HOSMER, ISAAC
GREEN, PHINEAS STEARNS, ISAAC DURANT, and THOMAS HEADLY, Jun.,
all of lawful age, and inhabitants of Lexington, in the
county of Middlesex, and Colony of the MassachusettsBay, in New England, do testify and declare, that on the
19th of April instant, about one or two o’clock in the
morning, being informed that several officers of the
regulars had, the evening before, been riding up and
down the road, and had detained and insulted the
inhabitants passing the same, and also understanding
that a body of regulars were marching from Boston
towards Concord, with intent (as it was supposed) to
take the stores belonging to the colony in that town,
we were alarmed and having met at the place of our
company’s parade, were dismissed by our Captain, John
Parker, for the present, with orders to be ready to
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attend at the beat of a drum, we further testify and
declare, that about five o’clock in the morning, hearing
our drum beat, we proceeded towards the parade, and soon
found that a large body of troops were marching towards
us, some of our company were coming up to the parade and
others had reached it, at which time the company began
to disperse, whilst our backs were turned on the troops,
we were fired on by them, and a number of our men were
instantly killed and wounded, not a gun was fired by any
person in our company on the regulars, to our knowledge,
before they fired on us, and they continued firing until
we had all made our escape.
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.”
“We, NATHANIEL PARKHURST, JONAS PARKER, JOHN MUNROE, Jun.,
JOHN WINSHIP, SOLOMON PIERCE, JOHN MUZZY, ABNER MEADS, JOHN
BRIDGE, Jun., EBENEZER BOWMAN, WILLIAM MUNROE, 3d, MICAH HAGAR,
SAMUEL SANDERSON, SAMUEL HASTINGS, and JAMES BROWN, of
Lexington in the county of Middlesex and colony of the
Massachusetts-Bay, in New England, and all of lawful
age, do testify and say, that on the morning of the
nineteenth of April, instant, about one or two o’clock,
being informed that a number of regular officers had
been riding up and down the road the evening and night
preceding, and that some of the inhabitants as they were
passing had been insulted by the officers and stopped
by them, and being also informed that the regular troops
were on the march from Boston, in order (as it was said)
to take the colony stores then deposited in Concord, we
met on the parade [grounds] of our company in this town;
after the company had collected, we were ordered by
Capt. John Parker (who commanded us) to disperse for the
present, and to be ready to attend the beat of the drum,
and accordingly the company went into houses near the
place of parade. We further testify and say, that about
five o’clock in the morning, we attended the beat of our
drum, and were formed on the parade; we were faced
toward the regulars then marching up to us, and some of
our company were coming to the parade with their backs
towards the troops, and others on the parade began to
disperse, when the regulars fired on the company, before
a gun was fired by any of our company on them; they
killed eight of our company and wounded several, and
continued their fire until we had all made our escape.”
“Lexington, 25th April, 1775.”
“I, TIMOTHY SMITH of Lexington, in the county of
Middlesex and colony of Massachusetts-Bay, in New
England, being of lawful age, do testify and declare,
that on the morning of the nineteenth of April instant,
being at Lexington common, as a spectator, I saw a large
body of regular troops, marching up towards the
Lexington company, then dispersing, and likewise saw
the regular troops fire on the Lexington company, before
the latter fired a gun. I immediately ran, and a volley
was discharged at me, which put me in imminent danger
of losing my life: I soon returned to the Common, and
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saw eight of the Lexington men who were killed, and lay
bleeding at a considerable distance from each other, and
several were wounded; and further saith not.
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.”
“We, LEVI MEAD and LEVI HARRINGTON, both of Lexington,
in the county of Middlesex, and colony of the
Massachusetts-Bay, in New England, and of lawful age,
do testify and declare, that on the morning of the
nineteenth of April, being on Lexington Common, as
spectators, we saw a large body of regular troops
marching up towards the Lexington company, and some of
the regulars on horses, whom we took to be officers,
fired a pistol or two on the Lexington company, which
was then dispersing. These were the first guns that were
fired, and they were immediately followed by several
volleys from the regulars, by which eight men belonging
to said company were killed, and several wounded.
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.”
“Lexington, April 25th, 1775.
“I, WILLIAM DRAPER, of lawful age, and an inhabitant of
Colrain, in the county of Hampshire, and colony of the
Massachusetts-Bay, in New England, do testify and
declare, that being on the parade of said Lexington,
April 19th, instant, about half an hour before sunrise,
the King’s regular troops appeared at the meeting-house
of Lexington; Captain [John] Parker’s company, who were
drawn up back of said meetinghouse on the parade
[grounds], turned from said troops, making their escape
by dispersing, in the mean time the regular troops made
an huzza, and ran towards Captain Parker’s company who
were dispersing, and, immediately after the huzza was
made, the commanding officer of said troops (as I took
him), gave the command to the troops, ‘Fire, fire, damn
you, fire,’ and immediately they fired, before any of
Captain Parker’s company fired, I then being within
three or four rods of said regular troops, and further
saith not.
“Lexington, April 23d, 1775.
“I, THOMAS FESSENDEN, of lawful age, testify and declare,
that being in a pasture near the meeting-house, at said
Lexington, on Wednesday last, at about half an hour
before sunrise, I saw a number of regular troops pass
speedily by said meeting-house, on their way towards a
company of militia of said Lexington, who were assembled
to the number of about an hundred in a company, at the
distance of eighteen or twenty rods from the meetinghouse, and, after they had passed by said meeting-house,
I saw three officers on horseback advance to the front
of said regulars, when one of them, being within six
rods of said militia, cried out, ‘Disperse you rebels,
immediately,’ on which he brandished his sword over his
head three times; meanwhile the second officer, who was
about two rods behind him, fired a pistol, pointed at
said militia, and the regulars kept huzzaing till he had
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finished brandishing his sword, and when he had thus
finished, he pointed it down towards the militia and
immediately on which, the said regulars fired a volley
at said militia, and then I ran off as fast as I could,
while they continued firing till I got out of their
reach. I further testify that as soon as ever the
officer cried, ‘Disperse, you rebels,’ the said company
of militia dispersed every way as fast as they could,
and while they were dispersing, the regulars kept firing
at them incessantly, and further saith not.”
“Lincoln, April 23d, 1775.
“I, JOHN BATEMAN, belonging to the fifty-second regiment,
commanded by Colonel Jones, on Wednesday morning, on the
nineteenth of April instant, was in the party marching
to Concord, being at Lexington in the county of
Middlesex, being nigh the meeting-house in said
Lexington, there was a small party of men gathered
together in that place, when our said troops marched by,
and I testify and declare, that I heard the word of
command given to the troops to fire, and some of said
troops did fire, and I saw one of said small party lie
dead on the ground nigh said meeting-house, and I
testify, that I never heard any of the inhabitants so
much as fire one gun on said troops.”
“Lexington, April 23d, 1775.
“We, JOHN HOAR, JOHN WHITEHEAD, ABRAHAM GARFIELD, BENJAMIN
MUNROE, ISAAC PARKS, WILLIAM HOSMER, JOHN ADAMS, and GREGORY
STONE, all of Lincoln, in the county of Middlesex,
Massachusetts-Bay, all of legal age, do testify and say,
that on Wednesday last, we were assembled at Concord,
in the morning of said day, in consequence of
information received, that a brigade of regular troops
were on their march to the said town of Concord, who had
killed six men at the town of Lexington; about an hour
afterwards we saw them approaching, to the number, as
we apprehended, of about twelve hundred, on which we
retreated to a hill about eighty rods back, and the said
troops then took possession of the hill where we were
first posted; presently after this, we saw the troops
moving towards the North Bridge about one mile from the
said Concord Meeting-house, we then immediately went
before them and passed the bridge, just before a party
of them, to the number of about two hundred arrived:
They there left about one half of their two hundred at
the bridge and proceeded with the rest towards Colonel
Barret’s, about two miles from the said bridge; we then,
seeing several fires in the town, thought the houses in
Concord were in danger, and marched towards the said
bridge, and the troops who were stationed there,
observing our approach, marched back over the bridge,
and then took up some of the plank; we then hastened our
march towards the bridge, and when we had got near the
bridge, they fired on our men, first, three guns one
after the other, and then a considerable number more,
and then, and not before, (having orders from our
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commanding officers not to fire till we were fired
upon), we fired upon the regulars, and they retreated;
on their retreat through this town and Lexington, to
Charlestown, they ravaged and destroyed private
property and burned three houses, one barn, and one
shop.”
“Lexington, April 23d, 1775.
“We, NATHAN BARRET, Captain; JONATHAN FARRER, JOSEPH
BUTLER, and FRANCIS WHEELER, Lieutenants; JOHN BARRET,
Ensign; JOHN BROWN, SILAS WALKER, EPHRAIM MELVIN, NATHAN
BUTTERICK, STEPHEN HOSMER, Jun., SAMUEL BARRETT, THOMAS JONES,
JOSEPH CHANDLER, PETER WHEELER, NATHAN PIERCE, and EDWARD
RICHARDSON, all of Concord, in the county of Middlesex,
in the province of the Massachusetts-Bay, of lawful age,
testify and declare, that on Wednesday, the 19th
instant, about an hour after sunrise, we assembled on a
hill near the meeting-house in Concord, aforesaid, in
consequence of an information that a number of regular
troops had killed six of our countrymen at Lexington and
were on their march to said Concord, and about an hour
after we saw them approaching, to the number, as we
imagine, of about twelve hundred, on which we retreated
to a hill about eighty rods back, and the aforesaid
troops then took possession of the hill where we were
first posted. Presently after this, we saw them moving
towards the North Bridge, about one mile from said
meeting-house; we then immediately went before them,
and passed the bridge just before a party of them, to
the number of about two hundred, arrived; they there
left about one half of those two hundred at the bridge,
and proceeded with the rest towards Colonel Barrett’s,
about two miles from the said bridge; we then, seeing
several fires in the town, thought our houses were in
danger, and immediately marched back towards said
bridge and the troops who were stationed there,
observing our approach, marched back over the bridge,
and then took up some of the planks; we then hastened
our steps towards the bridge, and when we had got near
the bridge, they fired on our men, first, three guns,
one after the other, and then a considerable number
more, upon which, and not before, (having orders from
our commanding officers not to fire until we were fired
upon,) we fired upon the regulars, and they retreated.
At Concord, and on their retreat through Lexington, they
plundered many houses, burnt three at Lexington,
together with a shop and a barn, and committed damage,
more or less, to almost every house from Concord to
Charlestown.”
“Lexington, April 23d, 1775.
“We, JOSEPH BUTLER and EPHRAIM MELVIN, do testify and
declare, that when the regular troops fired upon our
people at the North Bridge, in Concord, as related in
the foregoing depositions, they shot one, and, we
believe, two of our people, before we fired a single gun
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at them.”
“Concord, April 23d, 1775.
“I, TIMOTHY MINOT, Jun., of Concord, on the nineteenth
day of this instant April, after that I had heard of the
regular troops firing upon the Lexington men, and
fearing that hostilities might be committed at Concord,
thought it my incumbent duty to secure my family: After
I had secured my family, some time after that, returning
towards my own dwelling, and finding that the bridge on
the northern part of said Concord, was guarded by
regular troops, being a spectator of what happened at
said bridge, declare that the regular troops stationed
on the bridge, after they saw the men that were
collected on the westerly side of said bridge, marched
towards said bridge, then the troops returned towards
the easterly side of said bridge, and formed themselves,
as I thought, for a regular fight, after that, they
fired one gun, then two or three more, before the men
that were stationed on the westerly part of said bridge
fired upon them.”
“Lexington, April 23d, 1775.
“I, JAMES BARRETT, of Concord, Colonel of a regiment
of militia in the county of Middlesex, do testify and
say, that on Wednesday morning last, about day-break, I
was informed of the approach of a number of the regular
troops to the town of Concord, where were some magazines
belonging to this province, when there were assembled
some of the militia of this and the neighboring towns,
when I ordered them to march to the North Bridge, so
called, which they had passed and were taking up; I
ordered said militia to march to said bridge and pass
the same, but not to fire on the King’s troops unless
they were first fired upon; we advanced near said
bridge, when the said troops fired upon our militia, and
killed two men dead on the spot, and wounded several
others, which was the first firing of guns in the town
of Concord; my detachment then returned the fire, which
killed and wounded several of the King’s troops.”
“Lexington, April 23d, 1775.
“We, BRADBURY ROBINSON, SAMUEL SPRING, THADDEUS BANCROFT,
all of Concord, and JAMES ADAMS, of Lincoln, all in the
County of Middlesex, all of lawful age, do testify and
say, that on Wednesday morning last, near ten of the
clock, we saw near one hundred of regular troops, being
in the town of Concord, at the North Bridge in said town
(so called), and, having passed the same, they were
taking up said bridge, when about three hundred of our
militia were advancing toward said bridge, in order to
pass said bridge, when, without saying anything to us,
they discharged a number of guns on us, which killed two
men dead on the spot, and wounded several other, when
we returned the fire on them, which killed two of them,
and wounded several, which was the beginning of
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hostilities in the town of Concord.”
“Concord, April 23d, 1775.
“I, JAMES MARR, of lawful age, testify and say, that
in the evening of the 18th instant, I received orders
from George Hutchinson, Adjutant of the 4th Regiment of
the regular troops stations in Boston, to prepare and
march, to which order I attended, and marching to
Concord, where I was ordered by an officer, with about
one hundred men, to guard a certain bridge there; while
attending that service, a number of people came along,
in order as I supposed, to cross said bridge, at which
time a number of regular troops first fired upon them.”
“I, EDWARD THORNTON GOULD, of his Majesty’s own regiment
of foot, being of lawful age, do testify and declare,
that on the evening of the 18th instant, under the order
of General Gage, I embarked with the light infantry and
grenadiers of the line, commanded by Colonel Smith, and
landed on the marshes of Cambridge, from whence we
proceeded to Lexington; on our arrival at that place,
we saw a body of provincial troops armed, to the number
of about sixty or seventy men; on our approach they
dispersed, and soon after firing began, but which party
fired first I cannot exactly say, as our troops rushed
on, shouting, hazzaing, previous to the firing, which
was continued by our troops so long as any of the
provincials were to be seen. From thence we marched to
Concord; on a hill near the entrance of the town, we saw
another body of provincials assembled, the light
infantry companies were ordered up the hill to disperse
them; on our approach they retreated towards Concord,
the grenadiers continued the road under the hill towards
the town, six companies of light infantry were ordered
down to take possession of the bridge which the
provincials retreated over; the company I commanded was
one of the three companies of the above detachment, went
forward about two miles; in the mean time the provincial
troops returned, to the number of about three or four
hundred; we drew upon the Concord side of the bridge,
the provincials came down upon us, upon which we
engaged, and gave the first fire: this was the first
engagement after the one at Lexington; a continued
firing from both parties lasted through the whole day:
I myself was wounded at the attack of the bridge, and
am now treated with the greatest humanity, and taken all
possible care of, by the provincials at Medford.
“Medford, April 20th, 1775.”
“A paper having been printed in Boston, representing
that one of the British troops at the bridge at Concord,
was scalped and the ears cut off from the head, supposed
to be done in order to dishonor the Massachusetts
people, and to make them appear to be savage and
barbarous, the following deposition was taken, that the
truth may be known.
“‘WE, the subscribers, of lawful age, testify and
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say, that we buried the dead bodies of the King’s troops
that were killed at the North Bridge in Concord, on the
nineteenth day of April, 1775, where the action first
began, and that neither of those persons were scalped,
nor their ears cut off, as has been represented.
“‘ZECHARIAH BROWN,
“‘THOMAS DAVIS, Jun.
“‘Concord, May 11th, 1775.’”
“Cambridge, May 19th, 1775.
“HANNAH ADAMS, wife of Deacon Joseph Adams, of the
second precinct in Cambridge, testifieth and saith,
that on the nineteenth day of April last past, upon the
return of the King’s troops from Concord, divers of them
entered our house, by bursting open the doors, and three
of the soldiers broke into the room in which I then was,
laid on my bed, being scarcely able to walk from my bed
to the fire, not having been to my chamber door from my
being delivered in child-birth to that time. One of said
soldiers immediately opened my curtains with his
bayonet fixed, pointing the same to my breast. I
immediately cried out ‘For the Lord’s sake do not kill
me;’ he replied, ‘Damn you;’ one that stood near said,
‘We will not hurt the woman, if she will go out of the
house, but we will surely burn it.’ I immediately arose,
threw a blanket over me, went out, and crawled into a
corn-house near the door, with my infant in my arms,
where I remained until they were gone; they immediately
set the house on fire, in which I had left five children
and no other person, but the fire was happily
extinguished, when the home was in the utmost danger of
being utterly consumed.
“Cambridge, Second Precinct, 17th May, 1775.”
“We, BENJAMIN COOPER and RACHEL COOPER, both of Cambridge
aforesaid, of lawful age, testify and say, that in the
afternoon of the 19th day of April, last, the King’s
regular troops, under the command of General Gage, upon
their return from blood and slaughter, which they had
made at Lexington and Concord, fired more than an
hundred bullets into the house where we dwell, through
doors, windows, &c.; then a number of them entered the
house where we and two aged gentlemen were, all unarmed;
we escaped for our lives into the cellar, the two aged
gentlemen were immediately most barbarously and
inhumanly murdered by them, being stabbed through in
many places, their heads mauled, skulls broke, and their
brains out on the floor, and the walls of the house” and
further saith not.”41

41.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Winter: Concordians who had been irritated at the decision of their memorial committee, to place the
foundation-stone which read “Here on the 19th of April 1775 began the war of that Revolution which gave
Independence to America” in the Concord town square rather than on the battleground itself, demonstrated
their displeasure by stacking barrels and boards atop the stone and setting them ablaze.42
OLD NORTH BRIDGE

1827
Since the siting of the monument in celebration of “the 19th of April 1775” in the town square rather than on
the battleground itself had excited such disapproval from the citizenry of Concord, the Yeoman’s Gazette
proposed that the monument be relocated to the site of the Old North Bridge. Presumably, since there wasn’t
a bridge there any longer, the monument would have to be located on the town side of the Concord River,
where the Army troops fell, rather than on the west bank from which direction the Minutemen had been
approaching. (This impediment wouldn’t be resolved until a new bridge was constructed in 1874.) In response
to the egregious pamphlet issued in Lexington in 1825, alleging that “Inhabitants of Lexington feel it to be

particularly incumbent on them to lay this statement of facts before the publick, on account of some recent
publications stating that ‘at Concord the first blood was shed between the British and the armed Americans’,”
the Reverend Ezra Ripley had been busily collecting the depositions of Concord survivors in order to reveal
the “present pretensions and claims of the citizens of Lexington” and their “unjust claim upon the public faith”
based on what had been in Lexington not a real battle but only a “massacre.” They were attempting to “wrest
from the inhabitants of Concord” what was rightfully theirs, “the legitimate honors which their brave and
patriotic fathers achieved and bequeathed to them.” Although the Lexington militiamen deserved the “highest
praise for their courage and love of country and liberty,” all the “progress of civil liberty and national freedom
in various parts of the world” which had been made to date had begun in Concord.43

42. Times have changed. Probably you shouldn’t demonstrate your displeasure in similar ways today. Your gesture would be
misunderstood and mis-appreciated. You would get called some pretty names, etc.

43.

74

Ezra Ripley, D.D. A HISTORY OF THE FIGHT AT CONCORD ON THE 19TH OF APRIL 1775.
Concord MA: Allen and Atwill, 1827
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The Reverend made passing reference to the fate of the third stricken soldier at the Old North Bridge, but
without indicating where his body had been buried.44

1829
A sermon of the Reverend Ezra Ripley was printed, on “The importance of just ideas of God.”
In 1793,
when the road leading to the site of Concord’s Old North Bridge had been abandoned,
the Reverend Ripley had bought the plot of land so as to be able to brag that the first fallen Army men of 1775
had died “on his own ground.” In this year we find him insisting that “The spot, the site of ground,
appears to us little less than holy, and really consecrated by Heaven to the cause of liberty and the Rights of
man.” —So, let’s hope he was in the habit of taking off his shoes whenever he ventured upon his holy
bloodsoaked property of his, where the Concordian with the hatchet had rushed up to finish off the soldier who
had not been immediately killed by his wound.
In this year the underutilized Concord and Union Turnpike that plunged in a straight line up all the steepest
hills and down all the steepest hills between Bolton and Boston, passing through Concord, became a “free
road,” which is to say, was essentially abandoned by its investors.45
The principal road to Boston, before the Charlestown bridge was
built, went south through Lincoln, Waltham, and Watertown. That
now most travelled is the great county road from Boston, through
44. Of the three stricken soldiers of the 4th Regiment Light Infantry Company, Thomas Smith, Patrick Gray, and James Hall,
two had died and were buried at the North Bridge itself, while the third was carried toward town before succumbing to his wounds.
45. One can still track in some places the course of this early “straight line mania” road by watching as a telephone or power line
departs from the existing surface road and dashes straight up the side of a steep hill.
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Lexington and Concord, to Groton and to New Hampshire. The
Concord and Union Turnpike from Bolton to Boston, laid out in
1802, passes through this town, but, being hilly, is not much
travelled. It was made a free road in 1829. From $1000 to $1,500
is annually expended in repairing the highways.46

1834
March: While the sheets of Lemuel Shattuck’s massive A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD; MIDDLESEX
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS, FROM ITS EARLIEST SETTLEMENT TO 1832; AND OF THE ADJOINING TOWNS,
BEDFORD, ACTON, LINCOLN, AND CARLISLE; CONTAINING VARIOUS NOTICES OF COUNTY AND STATE
HISTORY NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED were passing through the press in preparation for the September 12, 1835
celebration of the 200th anniversary of Concord’s incorporation, the Reverend Ezra Ripley surrendered title
to land in his cow pasture for the reopening of an east bank access path and a Battle Monument at the Old North
Bridge site. There was a rumor going around, that the reverend had simply appropriated this land and added it
to his cow pasture anyway, that it actually had always belonged to the town, and that rumor may have been
true or may have been false but true or false it was doing damage and needed to be dealt with. In public, citizens
were saying that they were upset that no memorial had been placed where their militiamen had fallen upon
which the Battle at the North Bridge had taken place and where the first British soldier had been killed and
buried, along with a right of way to these grounds. Therefore the Reverend in formally donating the title
insisted upon a condition, that Concord must erect a suitable monument there in commemoration, by the 4th
of July three years following. Daniel Shattuck, Ephraim Merriam, and Joseph Davis would come to constitute
a committee to fulfil this obligation. At the last moment, Shattuck added an updating footnote to his work in
recognition of this recent event.47

46.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

47.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne,
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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1836
A granite obelisk was erected on the spot where the army soldiers fell near Concord’s Old North Bridge.
In this year the mill pond of Concord was drained.
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1837
George W. Boynton engraved a 51/2 inch by 5 inch map of Boston for the BOSTON ALMANAC of this year.
THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANAC FOR 1837. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence: Hugh H. Brown.
Walton Felch’s A COMPREHENSIVE GRAMMAR, PRESENTING SOME NEW VIEWS OF THE STRUCTURE OF
LANGUAGE: DESIGNED TO EXPLAIN ALL THE RELATIONS OF WORDS IN ENGLISH SYNTAX, AND MAKE THE
STUDY OF GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION ONE AND THE SAME PROCESS. ABRIDGED FROM A WORK PREPARING
FOR PUBLICATION (Otis, Broaders and Company, 122 pages). [Volume 2832 of Harvard reading textbooks
preservation microfilm project]

FELCH’S GRAMMAR
He would republish this in 1841 (the copy behind the big button above is actually the republished version, the
original version owned by Henry Thoreau not being readily available as yet in electronic text), and would
argue that the “prevailing system of grammar, which in substance we have received from the ancients, will be
found, upon careful inspection, to be radically defective and erroneous; — how defective and erroneous, no
one is prepared to conceive, till he has given the subject more attention than a short essay like this article could
evince.” His authorial intent was to correct the absence of a progressive or ethical agenda in current grammar
construction: “And in the first place, the purpose of grammar is not distinctly set forth. Indeed, it is proposed
as ‘the art of speaking and writing correctly.’ Thus our grammarians would give us ‘the art’ without the
science, — a heap of blind, and peradventure incongruous, rules of composition, with no principle for their
basis. And it seems not to have entered their thoughts, that one may speak grammatically and yet incorrectly;
— that his speech may be incorrect in point of perspicuity, meaning, fact, time, place, order, taste, manners,
morals, &c.”
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It was in this year that Concord would be erecting a Battle Monument at the Old North Bridge,
commemorating the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, and marking the graves of the fallen British soldiers.
This would lead the above grammarian, moralist, and phrenologist Walton Felch, sometime between 1838 and
1844, to commit his act of “authorized grave robbing” (authorized, indeed, formally, by the Concord Board of
Selectmen!). With full permission he recovered the skulls of two of the British soldiers, one of them with a
most picturesque bullethole. The soldiers’ skulls would become exhibits for his phrenological lectures, for
both of them displayed, he asserted, the same over-developed bump over the brain area of combativeness and
the same deficient hollow over the brain area of merriment — soldiery, he would point out, had for such
persons been a natural fit.

Theirs but to do or die.

Our national birthday, Tuesday the 4th of July:48 David Henry Thoreau attended the dedication of the
original Battle Monument at the Old North Bridge, constructed by J.W. Wilkins of Carlisle, and sang with
others the 1st draft of the “Concord Hymn” by Waldo Emerson, which was distributed to all present. A choir,
either that of the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s church or one made up of volunteers from one of the local singing
schools, helped the assembly navigate through this first singing. The Honorable Samuel Hoar delivered the
keynote address. One survivor of the Battle of Concord, unnamed, was present. The Thoreau family
contributed a sapling toward the beautification of the site. (Emerson’s authorship of the words did not appear
on the circulated broadside and seems to have been deliberately suppressed, perhaps at his request, on the
platform itself. Waldo and Lidian and little Wallie were not in attendance — they were in Plymouth at the time,
visiting.) Here is the event as it was reported a local paper:

CONCORD MONUMENT.
This Monument, designed to commemorate the interesting
events of the 19th of April, 1775, at this place, being
completed, as has been fondly anticipated, by a
Committee of the town appointed for that purpose, a
large portion of the inhabitants of the town, men, women
and children, having been previously and publicly
notified by said Committee, assembled at the Monument
on Tuesday last, the 4th of July, and attended, with a
deep and lively interest, to the following exercises,
48. This was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 33d birthday.
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viz:
1. A Prayer by the Rev. B. Frost.
2. An Address by the Hon. Samuel Hoar.
3. A Prayer by the Rev. J. Wilder.
4. An original Hymn by a citizen of Concord,
well sung to the tune of Old Hundred, by the Choir.
5. Benediction, by the Rev. Dr. Ripley.
The assembled multitude then retired in perfect
stillness and order, highly gratified and deeply
impressed.
The
devotional
services
were
appropriate
and
impressive. The Hymn speaks for itself, and at once
excites the ideas of originality, poetic genius, and
judicious adaptation. It is as follows:

Of the Address, we can scarcely speak in any measured
terms of approbation. It was excellent and thrilling;
genuine Republican principles were explained and
advocated; the true patriotic spirit was awakened and
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applauded; wise counsels were given and urged; and all
in a manner peculiar to the speaker, commanding,
eloquent and powerful. We will add no more, since we
hope to be further gratified by its publication. The day
was fine, the scene pleasant, and all the transactions
interesting and harmonious. Providence smiled on the
occasion. One only of those in the battle was present,
who, though aged and infirm, appeared to enter into the
spirit of the occasion, and to be highly gratified.
The Monument is located on the East bank of Concord
River, nearly on the remains of the abutment of the
bridge, over which the fire of the enemy was proudly
given, and heroically returned. The site is picturesque
and pleasant, and at first view excites an interesting
association of ideas and recollections. The spot was
generously given to the town by the Rev. Dr. Ripley, for
the sole purpose of a Monument of this kind and design.
The
venerable
donor
still
lives
to
see
the
accomplishment of his patriotic wishes, and to rejoice
with his fellow citizens on this occasion.
It will be recollected, that last autumn, at laying the
foundation,
there
was
published
a
particular
description of the monument, and the inscription upon
it. This renders it unnecessary to go into detail of
description. The execution of the work has exceeded
promise and expectation. It is said by good judges to
make a very handsome appearance, and to be a wellproportioned and beautiful structure, which does much
credit to the taste and ingenuity of the Committee, and
the skill of the artificer, Mr. J. W. Wilkins of
Carlisle. We can hardly refrain from expressing an
ardent wish, that this, and every Monument of the same
design, may accomplish their great object, the public
good. We confidently anticipate the time, when the chain
of Monuments, Concord, Lexington, and Bunker Hill, will
be regarded as solemn and permanent monitors to
patriotic efforts, and as powerful, though silent
preachers in the great cause of freedom and “liberty
49
with order.”

49. “Concord Monument,” Yeoman’s Gazette, July 8, 1837, column 5 on page 2.
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A WEEK: We were soon floating past the first regular battle-ground
of the Revolution, resting on our oars between the still visible
abutments of that “North Bridge,” over which in April, 1775,
rolled the first faint tide of that war, which ceased not, till,
as we read on the stone on our right, it “gave peace to these
United States.” As a Concord poet has sung:—
“By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world.
“The foe long since in silence slept;
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.”

Miss Emily Eden, who had been writing home from Calcutta about the miseries of colonial life such as
an interrupted supply of clean ice with which to cool her summer drinks, wrote again to her friends in Britain
and from this letter we learn, incidentally, what the problem was: the American ice ship had sunk.
“…in the absence of ice, great dinners are so bad. Everything flops about in the dishes and the wine and water
is so hot, and a shocking thing is that a great ship was seen bottom upwards at the mouth of the river, supposed
to be an American, and consequently the ice-ship.”50
The Miami and Erie Canal opened to navigation.
Oberlin College students celebrated the 4th, our Day of Liberty, by holding anti-slavery meetings.
William Johnson of Natchez, a free black man who was himself a slavemaster (!) as well as being a barber and
a successful businessman, kept a diary of short entries, hardly missing a day between 1836 and 1851. This
diary has seen publication as William Johnson’s NATCHEZ, THE ANTE-BELLUM DIARY OF A FREE NEGRO, ed.
William Ransom Hogan and Edwin Adams Davis (1951, 1979, and a Louisiana State UP paperback in 1993).
Here is one of a series of Johnson’s 4th-of-July entries: “To day was the most splendid day I have Ever
witnessed on the fourth of July.”

Here are some passages from the notebook of Nathaniel Hawthorne:
Maine, July 5, 1837. — Here I am, settled since night before
last with B——, and living very singularly. He leads a bachelor’s
life in his paternal mansion, only a small part of which is
occupied by a family who serve him. He provides his own breakfast
and supper, and occasionally his dinner; though this is oftener,
I believe, taken at the hotel or an eating-house, or with some
of his relatives. I am his guest, and my presence makes no
alteration in his way of life. Our fare, thus far, has consisted
of bread, butter, and cheese, crackers, herrings, boiled eggs,
coffee, milk, and claret wine. He has another inmate, in the
50. It would have been nice to have learned the fate of the crew of this ship, which had gone down at the Sandheads, the notorious
shifting shoals where the Hooghly River debouches in the Bay of Bengal, just a few nautical miles short of achieving its safe
anchorage at Garden Reach in the port of Calcutta. (Another ice ship had previously burned at sea.)
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person of a queer little Frenchman, who has his breakfast, tea,
and lodging here, and finds his dinner elsewhere. Monsieur S——
does not appear to be more than twenty-one years old, — a
diminutive figure, with eyes askew, and otherwise of an ungainly
physiognomy; he is ill-dressed also, in a coarse blue coat, thin
cotton pantaloons, and unbrushed boots; altogether with as
little of French coxcombry as can well be imagined, though with
something of the monkey-aspect inseparable from a little
Frenchman. He is, nevertheless, an intelligent and well-informed
man, apparently of extensive reading in his own language; — a
philosopher, B—— tells me, and an infidel. His insignificant
personal appearance stands in the way of his success, and
prevents him from receiving the respect which is really due to
his talents and acquirements; wherefore he is bitterly
dissatisfied with the country and its inhabitants, and often
expresses his feelings to B—— (who has gained his confidence to
a certain degree) in very strong terms.
Thus here are three characters, each with something out of the
common way, living together somewhat like monks. B——, our host,
combines more high and admirable qualities, of that sort which
make up a gentleman, than any other that I have met with.
Polished, yet natural, frank, open, and straightforward, yet
with a delicate feeling for the sensitiveness of his companions;
of excellent temper and warm heart; well acquainted with the
world, with a keen faculty of observation, which he has had many
opportunities of exercising, and never varying from a code of
honor and principle which is really nice and rigid in its way.
There is a sort or philosophy developing itself in him which
will not impossibly cause him to settle down in this or some
other equally singular course of life. He seems almost to have
made up his mind never to be married, which I wonder at; for he
has strong affections, and is fond both of women and children.
The little Frenchman impresses me very strongly, too, — so
lonely as he is here, struggling against the world, with bitter
feelings in his breast, and yet talking with the vivacity and
gayety of his nation; making this his home from darkness to
daylight, and enjoying here what little domestic comfort and
confidence there is for him; and then going about all the
livelong day, teaching French to blockheads who sneer at him,
and returning at about ten o’clock in the evening (for I was
wrong in saying he supped here, — he eats no supper) to his
solitary room and bed. Before retiring, he goes to B——’s
bedside, and, if he finds him awake, stands talking French,
expressing his dislike of the Americans, — “Je hais, je hais les
Yankees!” — thus giving vent to the stifled bitterness of the
whole day. In the morning I hear him getting up early, at sunrise
or before, humming to himself, scuffling about his chamber with
his thick boots, and at last taking his departure for a solitary
ramble till breakfast. Then he comes in, cheerful and vivacious
enough, eats pretty heartily, and is off again, singing French
chansons as he goes down the gravel-walk. The poor fellow has
nobody to sympathize with him but B——, and thus a singular
connection is established between two utterly different
characters.
Then here is myself, who am likewise a queer character in my

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

83

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

way, and have come to spend a week or two with my friend of half
a lifetime, — the longest space, probably, that we are ever
destined to spend together; for Fate seems preparing changes for
both of us. My circumstances, at least, cannot long continue as
they are and have been; and B——, too, stands between high
prosperity and utter ruin.
I think I should soon become strongly attached to our way of
life, so independent and untroubled by the forms and
restrictions of society. The house is very pleasantly situated,
— half a mile distant from where the town begins to be thickly
settled, and on a swell of land, with the road running at a
distance of fifty yards, and a grassy tract and a gravel-walk
between. Beyond the road rolls the Kennebec, here two or three
hundred yards wide. Putting my head out of the window, I can see
it flowing steadily along straightway between wooded banks; but
arriving nearly opposite the house, there is a large and level
sand island in the middle of the stream; and just below the
island the current is further interrupted by the works of the
mill-dam, which is perhaps half-finished, yet still in so rude
a state that it looks as much like the ruins of a dam destroyed
by the spring freshets as like the foundations of a dam yet to
be. Irishmen and Canadians toil at work on it, and the echoes
of their hammering and of the voices come across the river and
up to this window. Then there is a sound of the wind among the
trees round the house; and when that is silent, the calm, full,
distant voice of the river becomes audible. Looking downward
thither, I see the rush of the current, and mark the different
eddies, with here and there white specks or streaks of foam; and
often a log comes floating on, glistening in the sun, as it rolls
over among the eddies, having voyaged, for aught I know,
hundreds of miles from the wild, upper sources of the river,
passing down, down, between lines of forest, and sometimes a
rough clearing, till here it floats along by cultivated banks,
and will soon pass by the village. Sometimes a long raft of
boards comes along, requiring the nicest skill in navigating it
through the narrow passage left by the mill-dam. Chaises and
wagons occasionally go along the road, the riders all giving a
passing glance at the dam, or perhaps alighting to examine it
more fully, and at last departing with ominous shakes of the
head as to the result of the enterprise. My position is so far
retired from the river and mill-dam, that, though the latter is
really rather a scene, yet a sort of quiet seems to be diffused
over the whole. Two or three times a day this quiet is broken
by the sudden thunder from a quarry, where the workmen are
blasting rocks for the dam; and a peal of thunder sounds strange
in such a green, sunny, and quiet landscape, with the blue sky
brightening the river.
I have not seen much of the people. There have been, however,
several incidents which amused me, though scarcely worth
telling. A passionate tavern-keeper, quick as a flash of
gunpowder, a nervous man, and showing in his demeanor, it seems,
a consciousness of his infirmity of temper. I was a witness of
a scuffle of his with a drunken guest. The tavern-keeper, after
they were separated, raved like a madman, and in a tone of voice
having a drolly pathetic or lamentable sound mingled with its
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rage, as if he were lifting up his voice to weep. Then he jumped
into a chaise which was standing by, whipped up the horse, and
drove off rapidly, as if to give his fury vent in that way.
On the morning of the Fourth of July, two printer’s apprenticelads, nearly grown, dressed in jackets and very tight pantaloons
of check, tight as their skins, so that they looked like
harlequins or circus-clowns, yet appeared to think themselves
in perfect propriety, with a very calm and quiet assurance of
the admiration of the town. A common fellow, a carpenter, who,
on the strength of political partisanship, asked B——’s
assistance in cutting out great letters from play-bills in order
to print “Martin Van Buren Forever” on a flag; but B—— refused.
B—— seems to be considerably of a favorite with the lower orders,
especially with the Irishman and French Canadians, — the latter
accosting him in the street, and asking his assistance as an
interpreter in making their bargains for work.
I meant to have dined at the hotel with B—— to-day; but having
returned to the house, leaving him to do some business in the
village, I found myself unwilling to move when the dinner-hour
approached, and therefore dined very well on bread, cheese, and
eggs. Nothing of much interest takes place. We live very
comfortably in our bachelor establishment on a cold shoulder of
mutton, with ham and smoked beef and boiled eggs; and as to
drinkables, we had both claret and brown sherry on the dinnertable to-day. Last evening we had a long literary and
philosophical conversation with Monsieur S——. He is rather
remarkably well-informed for a man of his age, and seems to have
very just notions on ethics, etc., though damnably perverted as
to religion. It is strange to hear philosophy of any sort from
such a boyish figure. “We philosophers,” he is fond of saying,
to distinguish himself and his brethren from the Christians. One
of his oddities is, that, while steadfastly maintaining an
opinion that he is a very small and slow eater, and the we, in
common with other Yankees, eat immensely and fast, he actually
eats both faster and longer than we do, and devours, as B——
avers, more victuals than both of us together.
Saturday, July 8th. — Yesterday afternoon, a stroll with B—— up
a large brook, he fishing for trout, and I looking on. The brook
runs through a valley, on one side bordered by a high and
precipitous bank; on the other there is an interval, and then
the bank rises upward and upward into a high hill with gorges
and ravines separating one summit from another, and here and
there are bare places, where the rain-streams have washed away
the grass. The brook is bestrewn with stones, some bare, some
partially moss-grown, and sometimes so huge as — once at least
— to occupy almost the whole breadth of the current. Amongst
these the stream brawls, only that this word does not express
its good-natured voice, and “murmur” is too quite. It sings
along, sometimes smooth, with the pebbles visible beneath,
sometimes rushing dark and swift, eddying and whitening past
some rock, or underneath the hither or the farther bank; and at
these places B—— cast his line, and sometimes drew out a trout,
small, not more than five or six inches long. The farther we
went up the brook, the wilder it grew. The opposite bank was
covered with pines and hemlocks, ascending high upwards, black
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and solemn. One knew that there must be almost a precipice
behind, yet we could not see it. At the foot you could spy, a
little way within the darksome shade, the roots and branches of
the trees; but soon all sight was obstructed amidst the trunks.
On the hither side, at first the bank was bare, then fringed
with alder-bushes, bending and dipping into the stream, which,
farther on brawled through the midst of a forest of maple, beech,
and other trees, its course growing wilder and wilder as we
proceeded. For a considerable distance there was a causeway,
built long ago of logs, to drag lumber upon; it was now decayed
and rotten, a red decay, sometimes sunken down in the midst,
here and there a knotty trunk stretching across, apparently
sound. The sun being now low towards the west, a pleasant gloom
and brightness were diffused through the forest, spots of
brightness scattered upon the branches, or thrown down in gold
upon the last year’s leaves among the trees. At last we came to
where a dam had been built across the brook many years ago, and
was now gone to ruin, so as to make the spot look more solitary
and wilder than if man had never left vestiges of his toil there.
It was a framework of logs with a covering of plank sufficient
to obstruct the onward flow of the brook; but it found its way
past the side, and came foaming and struggling along among
scattered rocks. Above the dam there was a broad and deep pool,
one side of which was bordered by a precipitous wall of rocks,
as smooth as if hewn out and squared, and piled one upon another,
above which rose the forest. On the other side there was still
a gently shelving bank, and the shore was covered with tall
trees, among which I particularly remarked a stately pine,
wholly devoid of bark, rising white in aged and majestic ruin,
thrusting out its barkless arms. It must have stood there in
death many years, its own ghost. Above the dam the brook flowed
through the forest, a glistening and babbling water-path,
illuminated by the sun, which sent its rays almost straight
along its course. It was as lovely and wild and peaceful as it
could possibly have been a hundred years ago; and the traces of
labors of men long departed added a deeper peace to it. I bathed
in the pool, and then pursued my way down beside the brook,
growing dark with a pleasant gloom, as the sun sank and the water
became more shadowy. B—— says that there was formerly a
tradition, that the Indians used to go up this brook, and return,
after a brief absence, with large masses of lead, which they
sold at the trading stations in Augusta; whence there has always
been an idea that there is a lead mine hereabouts. Great
toadstools were under the trees, and some small ones as yellow
and almost the size of a half-broiled yolk of an egg.
Strawberries were scattered along the brookside.
Dined at the hotel or Mansion-House to-day. Men were playing
checkers in the parlor. The Marshal of Maine, a corpulent, jolly
fellow, famed for humor. A passenger left by the stage hiring
an express onward. A bottle of champagne was quaffed at the bar.
July 9th. — Went with B—— to pay a visit to the shanties of the
Irish and Canadians. He says that they sell and exchange these
small houses among themselves continually. They may be built in
three or four days, and are valued at four or five dollars. When
the turf that is piled against the walls of some of them becomes
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covered with grass, it makes quite a picturesque object. It was
almost dusk — just candle-lighting time — when we visited them.
A young Frenchwoman, with a baby in her arms, came to the door
of one of them, smiling, and looking pretty and happy. Her
husband, a dark, black-haired, lively little fellow, caressed
the child, laughing and singing to it; and there was a redbearded Irishman, who likewise fondled the little brat. Then we
could hear them within the hut, gabbling merrily, and could see
them moving about briskly in the candlelight, through the window
and open door. An old Irishwoman sat in the door of another hut,
under the influence of an extra dose of rum, — she being an old
lady of somewhat dissipated habits. She called to B——, and began
to talk to him about her resolution not to give up her house:
for it is his design to get her out of it. She is a true virago,
and though somewhat restrained by respect for him, she evinced
a sturdy design to remain here through the winter, or at least
for a considerable time longer. He persisting, she took her
stand in the doorway of the hut, and stretched out her fist in
a very Amazonian attitude, “Nobody,” quoth she, “shall drive me
out of this house, till my praties are out of the ground.” Then
would she wheedle and laugh and blarney, beginning in a rage,
and ending as if she had been in jest. Meanwhile her husband
stood by very quiet, occasionally trying to still her; but it
is to be presumed, that, after our departure, they came to blows,
it being a custom with the Irish husbands and wives to settle
their disputes with blows; and it is said the woman often proves
the better man. The different families also have battles, and
occasionally the Irish fight with the Canadians. The latter,
however, are much the more peaceable, never quarrelling among
themselves, and seldom with their neighbors. They are frugal,
and often go back to Canada with considerable sums of money. B—
— has gained much influence both with the Irish and the French,
— with the latter, by dint of speaking to them in their own
language. He is the umpire in their disputes, and their adviser,
and they look up to him as a protector and patron-friend. I have
been struck to see with what careful integrity and wisdom he
manages matters among them, hitherto having known him only as a
free and gay young man. He appears perfectly to understand their
general character, of which he gives no very flattering
description. In these huts, less than twenty feet square, he
tells me that upwards of twenty people have sometimes been
lodged.
A description of a young lady who had formerly been insane, and
now felt the approach of a new fit of madness. She had been out
to ride, had exerted herself much, and had been very vivacious.
On her return, she sat down in a thoughtful and despondent
attitude, looking very sad, but one of the loveliest objects
that ever were seen. The family spoke to her, but she made no
answer, nor took the least notice; but still sat like a statue
in her chair, — a statue of melancholy and beauty. At last they
led her away to her chamber.
We went to meeting this forenoon. I saw nothing remarkable,
unless a little girl in the next pew to us, three or four years
old, who fell asleep, with her head in the lap of her maid, and
looked very pretty: a picture of sleeping innocence.
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July 11th, Tuesday. — A drive with B—— to Hallowell, yesterday,
where we dined, and afterwards to Gardiner. The most curious
object in this latter place was the elegant new mansion of——.
It stands on the site of his former dwelling, which was destroyed
by fire. The new building was estimated to cost about thirty
thousand dollars; but twice as much has already been expended,
and a great deal more will be required to complete it. It is
certainly a splendid structure; the material, granite from the
vicinity. At the angles it has small, circular towers; the
portal is lofty and imposing. Relatively to the general style
of domestic architecture in our country, it well deserves the
name of castle or palace. Its situation, too, is fine, far
retired from the public road, and attainable by a winding
carriage-drive; standing amid fertile fields, and with large
trees in the vicinity. There is also a beautiful view from the
mansion adown the Kennebec.
Beneath some of the large trees we saw the remains of circular
seats, whereupon the family used to sit before the former house
was burned down. There was no one now in the vicinity of the
place, save a man and a yoke of oxen; and what he was about, I
did not ascertain. Mr.—— at present resides in a small dwelling,
little more than a cottage, beside the main road, not far from
the gateway which gives access to his palace.
At Gardiner, on the wharf, I witnessed the starting of the
steamboat New England for Boston. There was quite a collection
of people, looking on or taking leave of passengers, — the steam
puffing, — stages arriving, full-freighted with ladies and
gentlemen. A man was one moment too late; but running along the
gunwale of a mud-scow, and jumping into a skiff, he was put on
board by a black fellow. The dark cabin, wherein, descending
from the sunshiny deck, it was difficult to discern the
furniture, looking-glasses, and mahogany wainscoting. I met two
old college acquaintances, — O——, who was going to Boston, and
B——, with whom we afterwards drank a glass of wine at the hotel.
B——, Mons. S——, and myself continue to live in the same style
as heretofore. We appear mutually to be very well pleased with
each other. Mons. S—— displays many comical qualities, and
manages to insure us several hearty laughs every morning and
evening, — those being the seasons when we meet. I am going to
take lessons from him in the pronunciation of French. Of female
society I see nothing. The only petticoat that comes within our
premises appertains to Nancy, the pretty, dark-eyed maid-servant
of the man who lives in the other part of the house.
On the road from Hallowell to Augusta we saw little booths, in
two places, erected on the roadside, where boys offered beer,
apples, etc., for sale. We passed an Irishwoman with a child in
her arms, and a heavy bundle, and afterwards an Irishman with a
light bundle, sitting by the highway. They were husband and
wife; and B—— says that an Irishman and his wife, on their
journeys, do not usually walk side by side, but that the man
gives the woman the heaviest burden to carry, and walks on
lightly ahead!
A thought comes into my mind: Which sort of house excites the
most contemptuous feelings in the beholder, — such a house as
Mr.——’s, all circumstances considered, or the board-built and
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turf-buttressed hovels of these wild Irish, scattered about as
if they had sprung up like mushrooms, in the dells and gorges,
and along the banks of the river? Mushrooms, by the way, spring
up where the roots of an old tree are hidden under the ground.
Thursday, July 13th. — Two small Canadian boys came to our house
yesterday, with strawberries to sell. It sounds strange to hear
children bargaining in French on the borders of Yankee-land.
Among other languages spoken hereabouts must be reckoned the
wild Irish. Some of the laborers on the mill-dam can speak
nothing else. The intermixture of foreigners sometimes gives
rise to quarrels between them and the natives. As we were going
to the village yesterday afternoon, we witnessed the beginning
of a quarrel between a Canadian and a Yankee, — the latter
accusing the former of striking his oxen. B—— thrust himself
between and parted them; but they afterwards renewed their fray,
and the Canadian, I believe, thrashed the Yankee soundly, — for
which he had to pay twelve dollars. Yet he was but a little
fellow.
Coming to the Mansion-House about supper-time, we found somewhat
of a concourse of people, the Governor and Council being in
session on the subject of the disputed territory. The British
have lately imprisoned a man who was sent to take the census;
and the Mainiacs are much excited on the subject. They wish the
Governor to order out the militia at once, and take possession
of the territory with the strong hand. There was a British armycaptain at the Mansion-House; and an idea was thrown out that
it would be as well to seize upon him as a hostage. I would, for
the joke’s sake, that it had been done. Personages at the tavern:
the Governor, somewhat stared after as he walked through the
bar-room; Councillors seated about, sitting on benches near the
bar, or on the stoop along the front of the house; the AdjutantGeneral of the State; two young Blue-Noses, from Canada or the
Provinces; a gentleman “thumbing his hat” for liquor, or perhaps
playing off the trick of the “honest landlord” on some stranger.
The decanters and wine-bottles on the move, and the beer and
soda-founts pouring out continual streams, with a whiz. Stagedrivers, etc., asked to drink with the aristocracy, and mine
host treating and being treated. Rubicund faces; breaths odorous
of brandy and water. Occasionally the pop of a champagne cork.
Returned home, and took a lesson in French of Mons. S——. I like
him very much, and have seldom met with a more honest, simple,
and apparently so well-principled a man; which good qualities I
impute to his being, by the father’s side, of German blood. He
looks more like a German — or, as he says, like a Swiss — than
a Frenchman, having very light hair and a light complexion, and
not a French expression. He is a vivacious little fellow, and
wonderfully excitable to mirth; and it is truly a sight to see
him laugh; — every feature partakes of his movement, and even
his whole body shares in it, as he rises and dances about the
room. He has great variety of conversation, commensurate with
his experiences in life, and sometimes will talk Spanish, ore
rotundo, — sometimes imitate the Catholic priests, chanting
Latin songs for the dead, in deep, gruff, awful tones, producing
really a very strong impression, — then he will break out into
a light, French song, perhaps of love, perhaps of war, acting
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it out, as if on the stage of a theatre: all this intermingled
with continual fun, excited by the incidents of the passing
moment. He has Frenchified all our names, calling B—— Monsieur
Du Pont, myself M. de L’Aubépine, and himself M. le Berger, and
all, Knights of the Round-Table. And we live in great harmony
and brotherhood, as queer a life as anybody leads, and as queer
a set as may be found anywhere. In his more serious intervals,
he talks philosophy and deism, and preaches obedience to the law
of reason and morality; which law he says (and I believe him)
he has so well observed, that, notwithstanding his residence in
dissolute countries, he has never yet been sinful. He wishes me,
eight or nine weeks hence, to accompany him on foot to Quebec,
and then to Niagara and New York. I should like it well, if my
circumstances and other considerations would permit. What
pleases much in Mons. S—— is the simple and childlike enjoyment
he finds in trifles, and the joy with which he speaks of going
back to his own country, away from the dull Yankees, who here
misunderstand and despise him. Yet I have never heard him speak
harshly of them. I rather think that B—— and I will be remembered
by him with more pleasure than anybody else in the country; for
we have sympathized with him, and treated him kindly, and like
a gentleman and an equal; and he comes to us at night as to home
and friends.
I went down to the river to-day to see B—— fish for salmon with
a fly, — a hopeless business; for he says that only one instance
has been known in the United States of salmon being taken
otherwise than with a net. A few chubs were all the fruit of his
piscatory efforts. But while looking at the rushing and rippling
stream, I saw a great fish, some six feet long and thick in
proportion, suddenly emerge at whole length, turn a somerset,
and then vanish again beneath the water. It was of a glistening,
yellowish brown, with its fins all spread, and looking very
strange and startling, darting out so lifelike from the black
water, throwing itself fully into the bright sunshine, and then
lost to sight and to pursuit. I saw also a long, flat-bottomed
boat go up the river, with a brisk wind, and against a strong
stream. Its sails were of curious construction: a long mast,
with two sails below, one on each side of the boat, and a broader
one surmounting them. The sails were colored brown, and appeared
like leather or skins, but were really cloth. At a distance, the
vessel looked like, or at least I compared it to, a monstrous
water-insect, skimming along the river. If the sails had been
crimson or yellow, the resemblance would have been much closer.
There was a pretty spacious raised cabin in the after part of
the boat. It moved along lightly, and disappeared between the
woody banks. These boats have the two parallel sails attached
to the same yard, and some have two sails, one surmounting the
other. They trade to Waterville and thereabouts, — names, as
“Paul Pry,” on their sails.
Saturday, July 15th. — Went with B—— yesterday to visit several
Irish shanties, endeavoring to find out who had stolen some
rails of a fence. At the first door where we knocked, (a shanty
with an earthen mound heaped against the wall, two or three feet
thick,) the inmates were not up, though it was past eight
o’clock. At last a middle-aged woman showed herself, half-
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dressed, and completing her toilet. Threats were made of tearing
down her house; for she is a lady of very indifferent morals,
and sells rum. Few of these people are connected with the milldam, — or, at least, many are not so, but have intruded
themselves into the vacant huts which were occupied by the milldam people last year. In two or three places hereabouts there
is quite a village of these dwellings, with a clay and board
chimney, or oftener an old barrel smoked and charred with the
fire. Some of their roofs are covered with sods, and appear
almost subterranean. One of the little hamlets stands on both
sides of a deep dell, wooded and bush-grown, with a vista, as
it were, into the heart of a wood in one direction, and to the
broad, sunny river in the other: there was a little rivulet,
crossed by a plank, at the bottom of the dell. At two doors we
saw very pretty and modest-looking young women, — one with a
child in her arms. Indeed, they all have innumerable little
children; and they are invariably in good health, though always
dirty of face. They come to the door while their mothers are
talking with the visitors, standing straight up on their bare
legs, with their little plump bodies protruding, in one hand a
small tin saucepan and in the other an iron spoon, with unwashed
mouths, looking as independent as any child or grown person in
the land. They stare unabashed, but make no answer when spoken
to. “I’ve no call to your fence, Misser B——.” It seems strange
that a man should have the right, unarmed with any legal
instrument, of tearing down the dwelling-houses of a score of
families, and driving the inmates forth without a shelter. Yet
B—— undoubtedly has this right; and it is not a little striking
to see how quietly these people contemplate the probability of
his exercising it, — resolving, indeed, to burrow in their holes
as long as may be, yet caring about as little for an ejectment
as those who could find a tenement anywhere, and less. Yet the
women, amid all the trials of their situation, appear to have
kept up the distinction between virtue and vice: those who can
claim the former will not associate with the latter. When the
women travel with young children, they carry the baby slung at
their backs, and sleeping quietly. The dresses of the new-comers
are old-fashioned, making them look aged before their time.
Monsieur S—— shaving himself yesterday morning. He was in
excellent spirits, and could not keep his tongue or body still
more than long enough to make two or three consecutive strokes
at his beard. Then he would turn, flourishing his razor and
grimacing joyously, enacting droll antics, breaking out into
scraps and verses of drinking-songs, “A boire! à boire!” — then
laughing heartily, and crying, “Vive la gaîté!” — then resuming
his task, looking into the glass with grave face, on which,
however, a grin would soon break out anew, and all his pranks
would be repeated with variations. He turned this foolery to
philosophy, by observing that mirth contributed to goodness of
heart, and to make us love our fellow-creatures. Conversing with
him in the evening, he affirmed, with evident belief in the truth
of what he said, that he would have no objection, except that
it would be a very foolish thing, to expose his whole heart, his
whole inner man, to the view of the world. Not that there would
not be much evil discovered there; but, as he was conscious of
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being in a state of mental and moral improvement, working out
his progress onward, he would not shrink from such a scrutiny.
This talk was introduced by his mentioning the “Minister’s Black
Veil,” which he said he had seen translated into French, as an
exercise, by a Miss Appleton of Bangor.
Saw by the river-side, late in the afternoon, one of the abovedescribed boats going into the stream, with the water rippling
at the prow, from the strength of the current and of the boat’s
motion. By-and-by comes down a raft, perhaps twenty yards long,
guided by two men, one at each end, — the raft itself of boards
sawed at Waterville, and laden with square bundles of shingles
and round bundles of clapboards. “Friend,” says one man, “how
is the tide now?” — this being important to the onward progress.
They make fast to a tree, in order to wait for the tide to rise
a little higher. It would be pleasant enough to float down the
Kennebec on one of these rafts, letting the river conduct you
onward at its own pace, leisurely displaying to you all the wild
or ordered beauties along its banks, and perhaps running you
aground in some peculiarly picturesque spot, for your longer
enjoyment of it. Another object, perhaps, is a solitary man
paddling himself down the river in a small canoe, the light,
lonely touch of his paddle in the water making the silence seem
deeper. Every few minutes a sturgeon leaps forth, sometimes
behind you, so that you merely hear the splash, and, turning
hastily around, see nothing but the disturbed water. Sometimes
he darts straight on end out of a quiet black spot on which your
eyes happen to be fixed, and, when even his tail is clear of the
surface, he falls down on his side, and disappears.
On the river-bank, an Irishwoman washing some clothes,
surrounded by her children, whose babbling sounds pleasantly
along the edge of the shore; and she also answers in a sweet,
kindly, and cheerful voice, though an immoral woman, and without
the certainty of bread or shelter from day to day. An Irishman
sitting angling on the brink with an alder pole and a clothesline. At frequent intervals, the scene is suddenly broken by a
loud report like thunder, rolling along the banks, echoing and
reverberating afar. It is a blast of rocks. Along the margin,
sometimes sticks of timber made fast, either separately or
several together; stones of some size, varying the pebbles and
sand; a clayey spot, where a shallow brook runs into the river,
not with a deep outlet, but finding its way across the bank in
two or three single runlets. Looking upward into the deep glen
whence it issues, you see its shady current. Elsewhere, a high
acclivity, with the beach between it and the river, the ridge
broken and caved away, so that the earth looks fresh and yellow,
and is penetrated by the nests of birds. An old, shining treetrunk, half in and half out of the water. An island of gravel,
long and narrow, in the centre of the river. Chips, blocks of
wood, slabs, and other scraps of lumber, strewed along the
beach; logs drifting down. The high bank covered with various
trees and shrubbery, and, in one place, two or three Irish
shanties.
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1838
At some point between this year and the year 1844, one or another of the burial sites for the fallen redcoats in
Concord or Lexington was disturbed by Doctor Walton Felch, a phrenologist who had obtained the prior
permission of Town selectmen. He would later be using the two skulls he obtained in his lectures and
exhibitions.
DIGGING UP THE DEAD

After his death one of these skulls would disappear but one, with a bullet hole, would be recovered by the
Concord Antiquarian Society. In darkness and secrecy on the night of December 5, 1891, Judge Ebenezer
Rockwood Hoar and a helper would reinter that skull, and would choose to do so at the Old North Bridge
gravesite in Concord. It is not known for sure, however, from which burial locale this skull had originally been
removed.
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1839
August 31, Saturday: “Fall of 1839 up Merrimack to White Mountains.” As Lucy Maddox has unsympathetically
pointed out in her REMOVALS: NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICAN LITERATURE AND THE POLITICS OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS, “The journey that is recorded in WEEK took place in 1839, the year after the Trail of Tears (although
Thoreau did not publish his book until ten years later).

JOHN THOREAU, JR.
Thoreau knew where the real Indians were and what was happening to them, and he looked for ways to justify
what was happening.

He also sought out some of the Indians remaining in the East; he just didn’t like them much when he found
them.”51 Well, it does appear that this adventure of the brothers was in fact Henry Thoreau’s first overnight
outing after a number of years of he and his brother playing Indian, and that despite many day excursions it
was his first night in a tent: “I shall not soon forget my first night in a tent –how the distant barking of dogs
for so many still hours revealed to me the riches of the night.– Who would not be a dog and bay the moon? —

51. NY: Oxford UP, 1991, pages 176-7.
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”52

Ross/Adams
commentary
Cruickshank
commentary
TIMELINE OF

A WEEK

We note that at this point in time there was no “Old North Bridge” whatever, only the abutments of that historic
structure still being available for view on the banks of the river:

A WEEK: We were soon floating past the first regular battle-ground
of the Revolution, resting on our oars between the still visible
abutments of that “North Bridge,” over which in April, 1775,
rolled the first faint tide of that war, which ceased not, till,
as we read on the stone on our right, it “gave peace to these
United States.” As a Concord poet has sung:—
“By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world.
“The foe long since in silence slept;
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.”

A WEEK: (August 31, Saturday, 1839) At length, when we had made
about seven miles, as far as Billerica, we moored our boat on the
west side of a little rising ground which in the spring forms an
island in the river. Here we found huckleberries still hanging
upon the bushes, where they seemed to have slowly ripened for our
especial use. Bread and sugar, and cocoa boiled in river water,
made our repast, and as we had drank in the fluvial prospect all
day, so now we took a draft of the water with our evening meal to
propitiate the river gods, and whet our vision for the sights it
was to behold.
COCOA

52. At about this same time, Waldo Emerson was setting off with George Bradford on a sightseeing tour of the White Mountains,
and Emerson was shipping off a bushel of potatoes for his brother William on Staten Island.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

95

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

A WEEK: Late in the afternoon we passed a man on the shore fishing
with a long birch pole, its silvery bark left on, and a dog at
his side, rowing so near as to agitate his cork with our oars,
and drive away luck for a season; and when we had rowed a mile as
straight as an arrow, with our faces turned towards him, and the
bubbles in our wake still visible on the tranquil surface, there
stood the fisher still with his dog, like statues under the other
side of the heavens, the only objects to relieve the eye in the
extended meadow; and there would he stand abiding his luck, till
he took his way home through the fields at evening with his fish.
Thus, by one bait or another, Nature allures inhabitants into all
her recesses. This man was the last of our townsmen whom we saw,
and we silently through him bade adieu to our friends.
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A WEEK: For the most part, there was no recognition of human life
in the night, no human breathing was heard, only the breathing of
the wind. As we sat up, kept awake by the novelty of our
situation, we heard at intervals foxes stepping about over the
dead leaves, and brushing the dewy grass close to our tent, and
once a musquash fumbling among the potatoes and melons in our
boat, but when we hastened to the shore we could detect only a
ripple in the water ruffling the disk of a star. At intervals we
were serenaded by the song of a dreaming sparrow or the throttled
cry of an owl, but after each sound which near at hand broke the
stillness of the night, each crackling of the twigs, or rustling
among the leaves, there was a sudden pause, and deeper and more
conscious silence, as if the intruder were aware that no life was
rightfully abroad at that hour. There was a fire in Lowell, as we
judged, this night, and we saw the horizon blazing, and heard the
distant alarm-bells, as it were a faint tinkling music borne to
these woods. But the most constant and memorable sound of a
summer’s night, which we did not fail to hear every night
afterward, though at no time so incessantly and so favorably as
now, was the barking of the house-dogs, from the loudest and
hoarsest bark to the faintest aerial palpitation under the eaves
of heaven, from the patient but anxious mastiff to the timid and
wakeful terrier, at first loud and rapid, then faint and slow, to
be imitated only in a whisper; wow-wow-wow-wow — wo — wo — w — w.
Even in a retired and uninhabited district like this, it was a
sufficiency of sound for the ear of night, and more impressive
than any music. I have heard the voice of a hound, just before
daylight, while the stars were shining, from over the woods and
river, far in the horizon, when it sounded as sweet and melodious
as an instrument. The hounding of a dog pursuing a fox or other
animal in the horizon, may have first suggested the notes of the
hunting-horn to alternate with and relieve the lungs of the dog.
This natural bugle long resounded in the woods of the ancient
world before the horn was invented. The very dogs that sullenly
bay the moon from farm-yards in these nights excite more heroism
in our breasts than all the civil exhortations or war sermons of
the age. “I would rather be a dog, and bay the moon,” than many
a Roman that I know. The night is equally indebted to the clarion
of the cock, with wakeful hope, from the very setting of the sun,
prematurely ushering in the dawn. All these sounds, the crowing
of cocks, the baying of dogs, and the hum of insects at noon, are
the evidence of nature’s health or sound state. Such is the neverfailing beauty and accuracy of language, the most perfect art in
the world; the chisel of a thousand years retouches it.
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1846
June 5, Friday: MOSSES FROM AN OLD MANSE was published by Wiley and Putnam of New-York. In the Preface to
this volume, Nathaniel Hawthorne reminisced about a visit of unknown date to the Battle Bridge in Concord
with James Russell Lowell.53
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1849
March 29: Nathan Johnson went with his step-grandson George Page to New Bedford’s Custom House to take out a
seaman’s protection paper. He had already formally given his wife power of attorney to manage his assets in
his absence, and was preparing to go to the California gold fields. Evidently he had been attempting to carry
more mortgage debt than his business income could cover.
James Russell Lowell described the grave of two Army soldiers at the Battle Bridge in Concord in “Lines
(Suggested by the Graves of Two English Soldiers on Concord Battle Ground)” in The Anti-Slavery Standard.
It is the last quatrain of the poem’s third stanza (there are seven stanzas in all) that now graces the graven stone

53. It is likely that it was this occasion that Lowell would improve in his “Lines (Suggested by the Graves of Two English Soldiers
on Concord Battle Ground)” that would be published in the March 29th, 1849 issue of The Anti-Slavery Standard., the poem from
which would be drawn the decoration of the graven stone that now adorns the site:

Question: Do we know that the Army soldiers who were killed in the dustup with the militia at the bridge were British
enlistees rather than American? Had they actually come 3,000 miles from the places of their birth to kill people to keep
the past upon its throne, or had they perhaps come merely 30 or 300 miles from the places of their birth to kill people
to keep the past upon its throne? (A significant percentage in the enlistment of such Redcoats was of local colonial
lads, you know.)
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tablet there:

Point of interest: it’s not the job description of the soldier to keep the past upon its throne — soldiers are
people who get paid to kill people. Actually the job of keeping the past upon its thrones is one that is always
being volunteered for by enthusiasts, amateur identity politicians, people with one or another self-serving
agenda, etc. (People of the ilk of this Lowell poetaster.)
Further afield even than this: it’s the job of the professional historian to keep knocking the past off its
thrones.
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1850
April 19: Lexington and Concord staged a joint celebration at the site of the former Old North Bridge. There were
special trains from Boston, and an enormous pavilion had been erected in the center of Concord. The orator
Robert Rantoul reminded the attenders at this celebration “how delightful is the duty which devolves on us to
guard the beacon-fire of liberty whose flames our fathers kindled” in the process of “occupying such a
continent.”
PATRIOTS’ DAY

In the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty Convention Between the United States and Her Britannic Majesty, Great Britain
and the United States of America agreed that they would not obtain exclusive control of any Central American
ship canal between the two oceans.

READ THE FULL TEXT
(They had consulted with no Central Americans about this. In the initial phase US investors would begin the
construction of a single-track railroad across the isthmus, and this would require 5 years for completion and
occasion the deaths of approximately 6,000 workers.)
AMANAPLANACANALPANAMA
19th April Gathered May-Flowers in Acton Dry leaf flowers singularly concealed under the leaves.
Our earliest flower.
The Jenny Dugan quarter produces May flowers –Mountain Cranberries & yellow violets
The time when the peach trees are in blossom is well marked.
In April the turtle dove is again met in the woodland path–barely getting out of your way. It is the best way to
go across the fields.
The smallest hill is worth climbing It is worth the while to know the names of the brooks & ponds and hills –
a name enriches your associations wonderfully
A man can never say of any landscape that he has exhausted it.
When you can put up at a private house not at a tavern.
Walk in the morning.
The pleasantest part of a winter day is the fore part.
A few spruce trees there are in the swamps –with which the shop-keepers decoratd their shops on gala days –
with evergreen For which purpose methinks we can ill afford them
The pagoda hemlocks which stand here and there a pyramid of verdure.
View of a pond as Heywoods pond through its outlet –a low light –fallen sky in the woods,– You can do
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anything with water.
The epigaea repens would be better called the April-flower than the May since it is remarkable for blooming in
April –earlier than any other flower.– Creeping on the ground– Its lilack scent
In the spring of the year June the high grounds in Lincoln–Sudbury and acton around Concord tinted with the
peach blossoms–the delicate pink blossom.
In April the pigeons are seen again –flying express in small flocks–

April 20: Daniel Chester French was born in Exeter, New Hampshire. Note that this infant would grow up to be
America’s fave sculptor, and would live in Concord and over the years produce rendition after rendition of
illustrious Concord residents such as Waldo Emerson, Bronson Alcott, and Nathaniel Hawthorne, and of
various gents of the Hoar persuasion (Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar, Sherman Hoar, George Frisbie Hoar), as well
as of general literary lions such as James Elliot Cabot, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Washington Irving,
Edgar Allan Poe, and James Russell Lowell. –Why then would such a server of society’s legitimated ones
never ever attempt even a rough study of Concord’s Henry Thoreau?
Well, one response might be that he had never encountered Henry Thoreau. But then he never had encountered
the Reverend John Harvard, either, and a little detail like that did not prevent him from being the sculptor who
would produce the “Three Lies” statue outside Harvard College’s administration building!54

On the previous day, the Boston Daily News reported, “the populations of these towns [Lexington and Concord
had] turned out literally en masse, added to which the thousands from the cities of Boston and Lowell, swelled
the multitude present to a very numerous gathering,” to commemorate a dustup between local militia units and
the regular army which had occurred on April 19, 1774.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
PATRIOTS’ DAY

54. Although the inscription on this 1884 statue lists the seated figure as the “founder” of Harvard College, actually he had not been.
After his death and apparently without his instruction, his widow had made one of the early bequests. Although the inscription
asserts that Harvard College was founded in 1638, actually it had been founded in 1636. Daniel Chester French was a member of
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology class of 1871 and student French’s buddy Sherman Hoar, who actually served as the
model for this statue, may likewise have been an MIT student.
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1860
January 4: Samuel Ripley Bartlett read his ludicrously patriotic poem “The Concord Fight” at the Concord Lyceum.

Here still in Concord sleeps the ancient force;
Here rebels wild, fanatics fierce, we find,
Who war against a tyranny more dread
Than that of old, the thraldom of the mind.
What the old spirit dead? No, No! — it lives.

We hope and trust that he read it to gales of embarrassment from the audience, but we do not know this.

BARTLETT’S CONCORD FIGHT
For a murder trial in which opposing lawyers quoted Henry Thoreau at the judge and jury, see the entry for
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, a reprint of an article which appeared in the Sacramento, California Bee:

…[Defense attorney] Clymo read to the jury excerpts from a January 4,
1860, journal entry
written by Thoreau titled, “Murder Mystery:
Rabbit, Fox, Owl.”… In the prosecution’s closing argument last week,
[Assistant District Attorney] O’Mara had invoked Thoreau’s journal
entry of November 11, 1850
: “Some circumstantial evidence is quite
strong, as when you find a trout in the milk.”...

January 4: P. M.—To second stone bridge and down river.
It is frozen directly under the stone bridge, but a few feet below the bridge it is open for four rods, and over that
exceedingly deep hole, and again at that very swift and shallow narrow place some dozen rods lower. These are
the only places open between this bridge and the mouth of the Assabet, except here and there a crack or space
a foot wide at the springy bank just below the Pokelogan.
It is remarkable that the deepest place in either of the rivers that I have sounded should be open, simply on
account of the great agitation of the water there. This proves that it is the swiftness and not warmth that makes
the shallow places to be open longest.
In Hosmer’s pitch pine wood just north of the bridge, I find myself on the track of a fox—as I take it—that has
run about a great deal. Next I come to the tracks of rabbits, see where they have travelled back and forth, making
a well-trodden path in the snow; and soon after I see where one has been killed and apparently devoured. There
are to be seen only the tracks of what I take to be the fox. The snow is much trampled, or rather flattened by the
body of the rabbit. It is somewhat bloody and is covered with flocks of slate-colored and brown fur, but only
the rabbit’s tail, a little ball of fur, an inch and a half long, and about as wide, white beneath, and the contents
of its paunch or of its entrails are left,—nothing more. Half a dozen rods further, I see where the rabbit has been
dropped on the snow again, and some fur is left, and there are the tracks of the fox to the spot and about it. There,
or within a rod or two, I notice a considerable furrow in the snow, three or four inches wide and some two rods
long, as if one had drawn a stick along, but there is no other mark or track whatever; so I conclude that a
partridge, perhaps scared by the fox, had dashed swiftly along so low as to plow the snow. But two or three rods
further on one side I see more sign, and lo! there is the remainder of the rabbit,—the whole, indeed, but the tail
and the inward or soft parts,—all frozen stiff; but here there is no distinct track of any creature, only a few
scratches and marks where some great bird of prey—a hawk or owl—has struck the snow with its primaries on
each side, and one or two holes where it has stood. Now I understand how that long furrow was made, the bird
with the rabbit in its talons flying low there, and now I remember that at the first bloody spot I saw some of
these quill-marks; and therefore it is certain that the bird had it there, and probably he killed it, and he, perhaps
disturbed by the fox, carried it to the second place, and it is certain that he (probably disturbed by the fox again)
carried it to the last place, making a furrow on the way.
If it had not been for the snow on the ground I probably should not have noticed any signs that a rabbit had been
killed. Or, if I had chanced to see the scattered fur, I should not have known what creature did it, or how recently.
But now it is partly certain, partly probable,—or, supposing that the bird could not have taken it from the fox,
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it is almost all certain,—that an owl or hawk killed a rabbit here last night (the fox-tracks are so fresh), and,
when eating it on the snow, was disturbed by a fox, and so flew off with it half a dozen rods, but, being disturbed
again by the fox, it flew with it again about as much further, trailing it in the snow for a couple of rods as it flew,
and there it finished its meal without being approached. A fox would probably have torn and eaten some of the
skin.
When I turned off from the road my expectation was to see some tracks of wild animals in the snow, and, before
going a dozen rods, I crossed the track of what I had no doubt was a fox, made apparently the last night,—which
had travelled extensively in this pitch pine wood, searching for game. Then I came to rabbit-tracks, and saw
where they had travelled back and forth in the snow in the woods, making a perfectly trodden path, and within
a rod of that was a hollow in the snow a foot and a half across, where a rabbit had been killed. There were many
tracks of the fox about that place, and I had no doubt then that he had killed that rabbit, and I supposed that some
scratches which I saw might have been made by his frisking some part of the rabbit back and forth, shaking it
in his mouth. I thought, Perhaps he has carried off to his young, or buried, the rest. But as it turned out, though
the circumstantial evidence against the fox was very strong, I was mistaken. I had made him kill the rabbit, and
shake and tear the carcass, and eat it all up but the tail (almost); but it seems that he didn’t do it at [all], and
apparently never got a mouthful of the rabbit. Something, surely, must have disturbed the bird, else why did it
twice fly along with the heavy carcass?
The tracks of the bird at the last place were two little round holes side by side, the dry snow having fallen in and
concealed the track of its feet.
It was most likely an owl, because it was most likely that the fox would be abroad by night.
The sweet-gale has a few leaves on it yet in some places, partly concealing the pretty catkins.
Again see what the snow reveals. Opposite Dodge’s Brook I see on the snow and ice some fragments of frozenthawed apples under an oak. How came they there? There are apple trees thirty rods off by the road. On the
snow under the oak I see two or three tracks of a crow, and the droppings of several that were perched on the
tree, and here and there is a perfectly round hole in the snow under the tree. I put down my hand and draw up
an apple [out] of each, from beneath the snow. (There are no tracks of squirrels about the oak.) Crows carried
these frozen-thawed apples from the apple trees to the oak, and there ate them,—what they did not let fall into
the snow or on to the ice.
See that long meandering track where a deer mouse hopped over the soft snow last night, scarcely making any
impression. What if you could witness with owls’ eyes the revelry of the wood mice some night, frisking about
the wood like so many little kangaroos? Here is a palpable evidence that the woods are nightly thronged with
little creatures which most have never seen,—such populousness as commonly only the imagination dreams of.
The circumstantial evidence against that fox was very strong, for the deed was done since the snow fell and I
saw no other tracks hut his at the first places. Any jury would have convicted him, and he would have been hung,
if he could have been caught.

April 19, Thursday: At the annual celebration of the Lexington / Concord fight, the reputed patriotic poetaster and
favorite son Samuel Ripley Bartlett raised questions as to the adequacy of the current generation of patriots:
Oh! Can it be that we degenerate sons,
False to our blood that from such sources runs,
Have ceased to pray by word, by deed, by thought;
Base heirs to glory which our Fathers bought?

PATRIOTS’ DAY
But on second though the poet recognized that the current generation of patriots would be adequate
to this task:55
Here still in Concord sleeps the ancient force;
Here rebels wild, fanatics fierce, we find,
Who war against a tyranny more dread
Than that of old, the thraldom of the mind.
What the old spirit dead? No, No! — it lives.

OLD NORTH BRIDGE
April 19, Surveying J.B. Moore’s farm.56

http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/94a.htm
55. Do you suppose he was speaking of our Henry? –Or was he merely speaking for himself?
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Hear the field sparrow sing on his dry upland, it being a warm day, and see the small butterfly hovering over
the dry leaves.
Toward night, hear a partridge [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Partridge)] drum. You will hear at first a
single beat or two far apart and have time to say, “There is a partridge,” so distinct and deliberate is it often,
before it becomes a rapid roll.

CURRENT YOUTUBE VIDEO
Part of the Bedford road in Moore’s swamp had settled a few days ago so much more that the water was six
inches deep over it, when they proceeded to cart on more sand; and about the 17th, when they had carted on
considerable, half a dozen rods in length suddenly sank before their eyes, and only water and sand was seen
where the road had been. One said that the water was six feet deep over the road. It certainly was four or five.
The road was laid out fifty feet wide, and without this, one ach side, a broad ditch had been dug, thus:—

As I calculate, at least ten feet in thickness of sand have been placed on this swamp, and the firm mud could not
have been less than a dozen more. The weight of the sand has now at last pressed down the mud and broken
through it, causing the sides to turn up suddenly, i.e., a thickness of six feet or more to turn, indeed, completely
over and bottom side up on to the middle of the road a part of the way. The weight of sand suddenly jerked this
tremendous weight of mud right back on to the road, bottom up.

The evening of the 21st a few rods more, with the culvert, went down, so that it was full four feet under water,
making some seven or eight rods in all.
Up to about the 17th it had settled gradually, but then it sank instantly some five feet. This shows that the weight
of sand had burst through the mud, and that therefore it must have been comparatively liquid beneath. Perhaps
it was water. In the deepest part of many a seemingly firm swamp which is cultivated, there is an exceedingly
thin and liquid mud, or perhaps water. Here was probably once a pond, which has filled up and grown over, but
still a relic of it survives deep under the mud in the deepest part.
There are thus the relics of ponds concealed deep under the surface, where they are little suspected, perchance,
as under cleared and cultivated swamps or under roads and culverts. The two walls of the culvert must have
been ten or twelve feet high, of heavy rocks, and yet they had not broken through in all this time till now!

56. Captain John Brooks Moore, son of Abel Moore and Ruth Moore born February 18, 1817, had gotten married with Sarah
Augusta Hunt of Concord on February 20, 1840 and then, after her death, her sister Almira Caroline Hunt. In 1852, according to
the Middlesex Agricultural Society, he had in addition to grapes and vegetables grown 20 varieties of pears and 30 of apples. He
would become the sheriff of the county, and would die on August 21, 1887.
At 1P.M. on May 10, Thursday, 1860 at the office of the Old State House in Boston, the firm of N.A. Thompson & Co. would auction
Thoreau’s plan of John B. Moore’s farm in Concord, showing his farmland and the owners of the land that abutted his, oriented with
true north at upper left, as a 17-inch by 25-inch document printed on cloth:

http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/94b.htm
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1861
April 19, Friday: President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation of Blockade against Southern ports, and the first
blood of civil warfare was shed.
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On this “sacred date” of American independence, couriers rode along the route followed by Paul Revere in
1775 calling out regiments for a new war, and there was “the ringing of bells, the firing of cannon and the
assembling of soldiers, as brave, true and prompt as those of olden times.”57
Meanwhile, attempting to march through Baltimore en route to Fort Monroe in Virginia, the 6th Massachusetts
in their new blue uniforms was being savaged by a mob of indignant citizens.58
Meanwhile an even fresher company of Concord volunteers “marched off for the Civil War.” They marched
to the depot, that is, and took a train to Washington DC. Louisa May Alcott, watching this brave display, wrote:
I’ve often longed to see a war, and now I have my wish.
I long to be a man; but as I can’t fight, I will content
myself with working for those who can.
–You will pardon me if, in my inimitable manner, I become disgusted and insist on translating this as a
masturbation fantasy which in the vernacular of the 20th Century would be something like “If I can’t fuck
you, I need to kill you, and if I can’t kill you, I want you to kill somebody while I watch, and if I can’t watch,
I want to fantasize about your killing somebody while you’re off doing it. (If you get wounded, that’ll work
for me too.)” Is it any wonder that Henry Thoreau never wanted to get romantically involved with such a
person as Louisa?
As the American Civil War began, Kit Carson would resign as federal Indian agent for northern New Mexico
and join the New Mexico volunteer infantry that were being organized by Ceran St. Verain. Although the
territory of New Mexico officially allowed slavery, this region’s geography and economics made the peculiar
institution so peculiar that there were in fact very few slaves anywhere to be found. The territorial government
and the leaders of opinion would therefore all throw their support to the Union. Carson would occupy himself
during the civil war in organizing a New Mexico volunteer infantry on behalf of the Union. Overall command
of Union forces in the Department of New Mexico would fall to Colonel Edward R.S. Canby of the Regular
Army’s 19th Infantry, headquartered at Ft. Marcy in Santa Fe. Carson, provided with the rank of Colonel of
Volunteers, would be in command of the 3d of Canby’s five columns. Carson would divide his 500 soldiers
into two battalions, each consisting of four companies of the 1st New Mexico Volunteers. When the Navajo
would attempt to take advantage of the military slack caused by the hostilities among the white people, the US
federal government would delegate Colonel of Volunteers Carson to take care of the matter one way or another.
His mission as the government understood it would be to get these native hostiles into a clump and sequester
them at Fort Sumner in Reservation Bosque Redondo. When some of the natives hid in the Canyon de Chelly,
Carson would begin a merciless scorched-earth campaign of burning fields and villages and killing livestock
plus any Navajo he could locate. Once their fields of crops had been laid waste and their herds were rotting on
the ground, the Navajos would realize that being shepherded onto a reservation in this manner was the sole
manner in which they might hope to avoid starvation.

57. Pullen, Doris L. and Donald B. Cobb. THE CELEBRATION OF APRIL THE NINETEENTH FROM 1776 TO 1960 IN LEXINGTON,
MASSACHUSETTS. Lexington MA: Town Celebrations Committee, 1960, page 9.
58. When the Concord Soldiers’ Monument recording that “The Sons Defended What the Fathers Won” would be established in
Monument Square upon a pedestal made of a stone from the abutment of the washed-away Old North Bridge six years later,
an orator would remind the citizenry to be indignant at this Southern outrage, since when “our 6th Regiment was attacked
in the streets of Baltimore, and the first blood was shed in defense of the American Union as it was, on the same day, in 1775,” that
had been an injustice for “our boys were good boys” who had not been coming “with their hearts full of hatred.”
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[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR 19 APRIL]
–You will pardon me again, if again in my inimitable manner, I do not neglect to point out that this
demonstration of Concordians marching off to war on April 19th demonstrated that the Concordians had
utterly forgotten the lesson of April 19th, which had been that one ought not attack other people with harmful
weapons in order to force them to behave as one believes they ought to behave?

“Specimen Days”
CONTEMPTUOUS FEELING
Even after the bombardment of Sumter, however, the gravity of the revolt, and the
power and will of the slave States for a strong and continued military resistance
to national authority, were not at all realized at the North, except by a few.
Nine-tenths of the people of the free States look’d upon the rebellion, as started
in South Carolina, from a feeling one-half of contempt, and the other half composed
of anger and incredulity. It was not thought it would be join’d in by Virginia,
North Carolina, or Georgia. A great and cautious national official predicted that
it would blow over “in sixty days,” and folks generally believ’d the prediction.
I remember talking about it on a Fulton ferry-boat with the Brooklyn mayor, who
said he only “hoped the Southern fire-eaters would commit some overt act of
resistance, as they would then be at once so effectually squelch’d, we would never
hear of secession again — but he was afraid they never would have the pluck to
really do anything.” I remember, too, that a couple of companies of the Thirteenth
Brooklyn, who rendezvou’d [Page 708] at the city armory, and started thence as
thirty days’ men, were all provided with pieces of rope, conspicuously tied to
their musket-barrels, with which to bring back each man a prisoner from the
audacious South, to be led in a noose, on our men’s early and triumphant return!

PATRIOTS’ DAY
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This article appeared in the Goodhue County Republican of Red Wing, Minnesota:

THE WAR’S BEGUN!
––––
Maj. Anderson Summoned and Refuses to Surrender!
––––
CHARLESTON BATTERIES OPEN THE FIRE!
––––
Fort Sumter Reported on Fire!
––––
REPORT OF ITS SURRENDER!
––––
WASHINGTON IN DANGER!
110
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––––
Pennsylvania in the Field with Men and Money!
––––
CHARLESTON, APRIL 11 — Beauregard at two o’clock today demanded the surrender of Fort Sumter which Anderson
declined. It is currently reported that the negotiation
relative to the surrender will be opened to-morrow
between Anderson and Beauregard.
Special dispatches received at Washington to-day,
assert that both Pickens and Sumter will be attacked,
but they doubt if war follows.
A Montgomery dispatch to-day says it has been
resolved to attack the two forts immediately.
Three steamers were seen off the coast yesterday for
a long time. Anderson fired a signal gun this morning.
The attack on Fort Sumter is momentarily expected.
Business is suspended. No work is being done. It is
rumored that the fight will commence at eight o’-clock
this evening, unless Anderson surrender. The steamer
Harriet Lane is off the bar. Thousands of persons line
the shores to witness the attack.
CHARLESTON, APRIL 12 — The ball has opened. War is
inaugurated. The batteries of Sullivan's Island, Morris
Island and other points were opened on Fort Sumter at
four o’clock this morning. Fort Sumter has returned the
fire and a brisk cannonading has been kept up. No
information has been received from the seaboard yet.
The military are under arms, and the whole of our
population are in the streets, and every available space
facing the harbor is filled with anxious spectators.
The firing has continued all day without intermission.
Two of Fort Sumter’s guns have been silenced, and it is
reported that a breach has been made in the southeast
ward.
The answer to Gen. Beauregard’s demand by Major
Anderson was, that he would surrender when his supplies
were exhausted; provided he was not reinforced.
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1867
April 19: The Concord Soldiers’ Monument recording that “The Sons Defended What the Fathers Won” was
established in Monument Square upon a pedestal made of a stone from the abutment of the washed-away Old
North Bridge. One of the speakers, William Schouler, reminded the crowd that “Six years ago today … our
6th Regiment was attacked in the streets of Baltimore, and the first blood was shed in defense of the American
Union as it was, on the same day, in 1775.” He insisted that “our boys were good boys” and had not been on
their way through Maryland “with their hearts full of hatred.”
PATRIOTS’ DAY
A prayer was offered by the Reverend Grindall Reynolds of the First Parish, an ode by George Bradford
Bartlett was sung to the tune of “Auld Lang Syne,” poems were read by Franklin Benjamin Sanborn and
Sampson Mason, and there were brief remarks by George S. Boutwell and others. There was an oration by
Waldo Emerson, who had been appointed as one of the overseers of Harvard College: “There are people who
can hardly read the names on yonder bronze tablet, the mist so gathers in their eyes. Three of the names are of
sons of one family. A gloom gathers on this assembly, composed as it is of kindred men and women, for, in
many houses, the dearest and noblest is gone from their hearthstone. Yet it is tinged with light from heaven. A
duty so severe has been discharged, and with such immense results of good, lifting private sacrifice to the
sublime, that, though the cannon volleys have the sound of funeral echoes, they can yet hear through them the
benedictions of their country and mankind.” Later (presumably when his address was published by Benjamin
Tolman in Concord in CEREMONIES AT THE DEDICATION OF THE SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT, IN CONCORD,
MASS.) he would add, as an appendix, portions of a letter a Union soldier had written to his father on June 20,
1864 from near Petersburg, Virginia:
DEAR FATHER:
With feelings of deep regret, I inform you that Colonel
Prescott, our brave and lamented leader, is no more. He was shot
through the body, near the heart, on the eighteenth day of June,
and died the following morning.... He was like a father to us,
— always counselling us to be firm in the path of duty, and
setting the example himself. I think a more moral man, or one
more likely to enter the kingdom of heaven, cannot be found in
the Army of the Potomac.... I wish there was some way for the
regiment to pay some respect to his memory. But the folks at
home must do this for the present. The Thirty-second Regiment
has lost its leader, and calls on the people of Concord to
console the afflicted family of the brave departed, by showing
their esteem for him in some manner. He was one of the few men
who fight for principle, — pure principle. He did not fight for
glory, honor nor money but because he thought it his duty. These
are not my feelings only, but of the whole regiment. I want you
to show this to every one, so they can see what we thought of
the Colonel, and how he died in front of his regiment. God bless
and comfort his poor family. Perhaps people think soldiers have
no feeling, but it is not so. We feel deep anxiety for the
families of all our dear comrades.
— Charles Bartlett,
Sergeant Company G, 32d Mass. Vols.
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1870
The farmer Ebenezer Hubbard died, and in his will $1,000 had been bequeathed to the town of Concord to
“build a monument … on the spot where the Americans fell, on the opposite side of the river from the present
Monument.”59
BATTLE MONUMENT
Stedman Buttrick, grandson of Major John Buttrick, would donate the land on the west bank of the Concord
River on which to site this monument, albeit with the stipulation that no access to the location would cross his
properties.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE

59. Ebenezer Hubbard had inherited land on which the British troops had been active on April 19th, 1774 and took great interest in
that event. He therefore had, for many years, hoisted the Stars and Stripes on his own flagstaff on each April 19th and each July 4th.
It had been a matter of concern to him that the monument erected by the town in 1836 had been positioned improperly, on ground
which the army had controlled during the Concord Fight rather than on ground which the militia had controlled; and the will
provided $1,000 to erect another monument that would be more properly situated plus $600 for construction of a footbridge where
the Battle Bridge had been. The late Mr. Stedman Buttrick having made available the necessary piece of land on the other side of
the river, the town built the bridge and employed Daniel Chester French to prepare a statue to be erected on the proper spot.
Meanwhile the US Congress had made available 10 obsolete bronze cannon to furnish raw material for the statue.
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BRIDGE #4:
THE NEW NEW NEW OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1874-1888)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1874
In preparation for the centennial to take place during the following year, a new bridge was constructed over
the Concord River on the site of the Old North Bridge, joining the Battle Monument on the east bank to
donated Stedman Buttrick land on the west bank.60 The new bridge generally followed the plan of the washedaway bridge, except that some cute little half-arbors were added in the middle, protecting seats. Interestingly,
Concord town records do not indicate that any attempt was made to preserve timbers from the washed-away
Battle Bridge as relics.61 (This new bridge in turn would wash away in 1888 and would be replaced by a
concrete monstrosity, which in 1955 would be damaged by a hurricane and would need to be reconstructed in
1956. When it was reconstructed this last time, as of 1956, more care was taken than previously to have the
bridge match what had been in place as of April 19, 1775, in that it was recreated this time as a wood postand-beam structure with a plank surface and wood railings, between stone and mortar abutments on the river
shores.)

60. During this year Stedman Buttrick died at approximately the age of 78.

61.
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1875
March 24: Abby May Alcott, the “artistic” daughter of the Alcott family, had been solicited and had suggested a local
young man, Daniel Chester French, she considered to be of promise;

he had produced a minute plaster model on the model of the Apollo Belvedere (with clothes on);62 a bronze
statue was in the last stages of being prepared;63 the base and inscription for the new statue of the “Minute Man”
on the west bank of the Concord River at the Old North Bridge in Concord were complete.

March 29, day: The Daniel Chester French statue of the “Minute Man” arrived from the Ames Manufacturing Company
foundry of Chicopee, Massachusetts, was inspected by the Concord committee, and was declared to be
acceptable.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE

62. The Roman copy known as the Apollo Belvedere, at the Vatican, was termed in 1775 “the consummation of the best that nature,
art, and the human mind can produce.” It had been uncovered sometime late in the 15th Century, and dates to the reign of Hadrian.
We presume that the original of this had been sculpted about 320BCE by Leochares, an Athenian, at the court of Alexander the
Great. Thomas Carlyle dealt with the Apollo Belvedere in “Hudson’s Statue.”
63. The plan had been, originally, for a marble statue, but young Daniel the sculptor had preferred bronze and Judge Ebenezer
Rockwood Hoar had persuaded the US Congress to make available 10 condemned Civil War brass cannon.
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April 18: The Boston Courier characterized the Concord and Lexington minuteman as the inheritor of the
“indomitable spirit of the Teutonic race.” The New York Communal Advertiser declared grandly that our
countrymen “should stand with uncovered head before the statue of the Minuteman of Lexington, who left his
home at duty’s call and taught the world how a free man could die.”64 Concord, a town of 2,413 inhabitants,
and Lexington, a town of 2,277 inhabitants, supposing themselves to have made all necessary preparations,
were braced to play the hosts for an assembly of some 10,000 souls on the following morn, on each of the two
town commons.65
One can of course only suspect, and hypothesize, about what this was all about, but one interesting idea is that
it might have had something to do with the spread of the Irish immigrants in Boston from 1840 to 1875, to wit:

64. Perhaps by way of contrast we might urge our patriots to stand with uncovered head before the cairn on Walden Pond, and
attempt instead to remember a young man who stayed at home and taught the world how a free man could live.
65. But the crowd would, unfortunately, turn out to be like 50,000 — for each town.
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April 19, day: For the Centennial year of “The Fight,” an ornate cedarwood bridge had been constructed
in replacement of the Old North Bridge, with two rustic half arbors containing seats protruding out over the
water more or less in the manner of privy seats. The simplicity of the original oak and stone-pier design was
not good enough and had been forsaken.
PATRIOTS’ DAY

Because of the bad blood between the two towns Lexington and Concord and their rival claims to fame,
elaborate rival celebrations of the beginning of the Revolutionary War were staged.66 There were cannonades
at dawn and at dusk. Conditions were miserable as the temperature was 22 (Fahrenheit) but in each town the
parade approached a couple of miles in length, as something like 50,000 visitors arrived in each of the
competing towns. Only those who got to the Boston train station well in advance, such as John Muir, were able
to secure seats on the train out to the festivities, and Mark Twain and William Dean Howells, not arriving at
the station betimes, would entirely miss this celebration.
The honorable speakers of the day in Concord were Waldo Emerson, James Russell Lowell, and George
William Curtis, and the 1,250-pound Daniel Chester French statue of “The Minuteman” was unveiled at the

66.

Phinney, Elias. HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON, ON THE MORNING OF THE 19TH OF APRIL 1775.
Boston MA: Phelps and Farnham, 1825
Ezra Ripley, D.D. A HISTORY OF THE FIGHT AT CONCORD ON THE 19TH OF APRIL 1775.
Concord MA: Allen and Atwill, 1827
Little, David B. “’Twas the Nineteenth of April in (18)75 – and the Centennial was coming unstuck,”
American Heritage XXIII (April 1972): 18-25
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site of the Old North Bridge as President Ulysses S. Grant approached in his carriage.

The cord releasing the flags which draped the statue was pulled by the current “William Emerson” namesake
of the Reverend William Emerson who had served as a chaplain during the hostilities.
On the Common of the other town, Richard Henry Dana, Jr. was acting as if he knew something about
something and proclaiming that “beyond doubt” it had been on Lexington’s green rather than on Concord’s
that the “first shots fired back by our troops at theirs” had been fired. The Boston News reported that Lexington
people were saying that their Minuteman was worth “sixty of him” — and we may presume in context that the
“him” spoken of was the 1,250-pound statue of “The Minuteman” on its pedestal, rather than President
General Ulysses S. Grant in his carriage.
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Daniel Chester French, who had grown up on a large farm on the Sudbury Road from 1867 to 1874, would be
25 years of age on the following day, and although his current address was Firenzi, Italy, and although he had
declined the town’s mailed invitation to attend, he was indeed in the crowd. He had made the first, three-foot
model of this statue out on that farm, before, needing more space, he had moved it to a room on the 3rd floor
of the Studio Building in Boston at the corner of Tremont and Bromfield. The plaster casting of the statue had
been done in the family’s barn.
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End of May: A group of English people residing in Waltham paid their respects at the grave of the two British Army
soldiers on the battle ground at the Old North Bridge. The Concord Freeman of June 5, 1875 would record that
“The graves near the battle ground were decorated on Saturday last by some English people from Waltham,
with the British flag, wreaths and flowers.”

The current issue of Harper’s New Monthly Magazine had a lengthy article by Concord’s Frederic Hudson,
titled “The Concord Fight.”

1877
Fall:

An English businessman living in Boston, Herbert Radclyffe (1847-1900), donated posts and chains to enclose
the grave of the two Army soldiers at the Old North Bridge.

1888
The new bridge of 1874 over the Concord River on the site of the Old North Bridge, joining the Battle
Monument on the east bank to the Daniel Chester French statue of “The Minuteman” on the west bank, was
swept away.67
67. It would be replaced by a massive oak bridge in 1889
which would be washed away again in 1908
and then
replaced in 1909
by a concrete monstrosity somewhat resembling the original, which in 1955
would be damaged
by a hurricane and would need to be reconstructed in 1956.
When it was reconstructed this last time, as of 1956,
more care was taken than previously to have the bridge match what had been in place as of April 19, 1775,
in that
it has been recreated this time as a wood post-and-beam structure with a plank surface and wood railings, between stone and mortar
abutments on the river shores.
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BRIDGE #5:
THE NEW NEW NEW NEW OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1889-1908)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith
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1889
A new massive oak bridge was constructed at the site of the Old North Bridge over the Concord River, that
had gotten washed away during the previous year’s floodtime.
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1900
This is what Concord’s Old North Bridge over the Concord River postcard looked like at this time:
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1908
The massive oak bridge which had in 1889 been erected at the site of the Old North Bridge over the Concord
River was in this year washed away:68

68. When it comes to floodwaters, of course, “massive” is a mere synonym for “vulnerable” — good design is just everything.
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BRIDGE #6:
THE NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW OLD NORTH BRIDGE (1909-1956)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1909
The bridge designers were still trapped within the becoming-stronger-than-nature metaphor, and in this year
the sturdy oaken bridge at the former location of the Old North Bridge over the Concord River was recreated
in even sturdier and even uglier concrete, on the basis of drawings done by Amos Doolittle shortly after the
1775 battle. Would concrete prove stronger than nature?
In related news of this year, a bridge was thrown over the East River, connecting Manhattan and Brooklyn.

THE FERRY AT BROOKLYN PIER, NEW-YORK
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1910
December: John M. Keyes wrote “Ex-District-Attorney [Arthur D.] Hill” in Boston upon being belatedly informed that
“either a deed or lease” has been procured “from the Ripley heirs allowing the installation of the slate slab over
the British soldiers’ grave” on behalf of a donor who was “extremely desirous to remain anonymous for the
present.” Keyes’s ostensible message in this missive was that as Chairman of the Road Commissioners and
Public Grounds, he was obligated “to protect the Town’s interests in every way.” (Actually, the Concord
officials had been embarrassed at being bypassed.)

1925
Publication of Allen French’s THE DAY OF CONCORD AND LEXINGTON. In this effort French refers to two army
casualties at the Old North Bridge or “Battle Bridge”: one killed, the other wounded. A young boy carrying an
ax wanders onto the bridge and the wounded one is trying to rise up — the lad is startled by this and whops
him several times with said ax, severing his ear and creating other head gashes: “...the poor object lived an
hour or two before he expired ... it is a pitiful story. He lies to-day, an Unknown Soldier, were alien hands
buried him. But early in the spring come British veterans to decorate his grave, and Americans fire a salute
above him.” –Yeah, sure.
AMMI WHITE
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1932
When Allen French interviewed an elderly resident of Concord, she was still reluctant to indicate the name of
the militiaman who had delivered the infamous hatchet chop at the bridge fight in 1775.
AMMI WHITE

This professor was therefore granted no opportunity to correct the absurd story he had told in 1925 in THE DAY
OF CONCORD AND LEXINGTON, that there had been two army casualties at the Old North Bridge, one killed,
the other wounded, and that a young boy carrying an ax had wandered onto the bridge while the wounded one
was trying to rise up — the lad had been startled by this and had whopped him several times with the said ax,
severing his ear and creating other head gashes, the pathetic conclusion remaining as follows: “...the poor
object lived an hour or two before he expired ... it is a pitiful story. He lies to-day, an Unknown Soldier, were
alien hands buried him. But early in the spring come British veterans to decorate his grave, and Americans fire
a salute above him.”
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1938
In AND THIS IS BOSTON, Eleanor Early wrote that “It was sweet to place a tablet here to the memory of the
British boys killed so far from home ... it is good to find testimony of compassion, commemorating the ‘endless
extinction of unhappy hates.’”
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1955
During the mid-1950s, hurricanes hitting the New England coast decimated many of the vacant, decaying,
flimsily constructed military structures on various of the islands of Boston harbor, such as the POW barracks
of the World War II detainment camp for Italians at Fort Andrews on Peddocks Island.

During this year “Hurricane Diane” so badly damaged the ugly and inappropriate concrete bridge over the
Concord River on the site of the Old North Bridge, joining the Battle Monument on the east bank to the Daniel
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Chester French statue of “The Minuteman” on the west bank, that the sturdy structure would need to be
demolished. In the following year a replica of the original bridge would be erected, based upon the Amos
Doolittle engraving of the 1775 battle.

There is further indication of the wrath of “Diane” near the present Causeway Bridge, just below the Ox-Bow
of the Sudbury River, where you can still see the remains of a stone bridge. The western end of this “Stone’s
Bridge” (erected in 1857 and discussed by Thoreau in 1859 as a new bridge) was taken out, though the ox-bow
upstream endured through this flood still intact.
As the waters surged down the Blackstone River they took out all its bridges except one — the stone bridge
anchored in bedrock that can be seen just below the dam.
The above has to do only with the hurricanes that came ashore in New England. There were other damaging
hurricanes. For instance, in this year hurricane Janet destroyed 75% of the nutmeg trees of Grenada. This
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represented, at the time, 40% of the world’s nutmeg supply.
SPICE
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BRIDGE #7:
THE OLD NORTH BRIDGE TO NOWHERE (1956-)
“History is an endless chain of inventive and spurious
continuities, as in the case of Concord’s Old North
Bridge1, Old North Bridge2, Old North Bridge3, Old North
Bridge4, Old North Bridge5, Old North Bridge6, and Old
North Bridge7.”
— Austin Meredith

1956
September 29: Another bridge (the present one) was dedicated across the Concord River joining the Battle Monument
on the east bank to the Daniel Chester French statue of “The Minuteman” on the west bank. The design of this
new wooden bridge, as a wood post-and-beam structure with a plank surface and wood railings, between stone
and mortar abutments on the river shores, was based upon the depiction of the Old North Bridge in the Amos
Doolittle engraving of the 1775 battle. It doesn’t go anywhere and doesn’t carry any traffic — it’s a
superpatriotic stage prop. Governor Herter orated that this bridge would be a “symbol throughout the world of
man’s eternal fight for freedom,” and a visitor noted that at least it was not, like the previous structure on the
site, a “concrete anachronism” that jarred “sensibilities.”

1960
Anticipating that the United States of America would soon be invaded by communist forces, and claiming to
have been inspired by a speech of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy in which the president had called for a
“nation of minutemen” ready to take up arms in their country’s defense, Robert DePugh created a heavily
armed group of trained guerrilla fighters named the “Minutemen.” The Air National Guard began to use an
image of Concord’s Daniel Chester French statue of “The Minuteman” in their logo.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
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1961
April 19, day: According to Central Intelligence Agency and DDO/LA/COG files (Job 82-00679R, Box 3, General
Maxwell Taylor, Green Study Group, Volume II), at 12:07PM a Top Secret Flash telegram was sent by agents
of the Central Intelligence Agency in Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua to the CIA headquarters:
“902. 1. Situation for air support beachhead completely out of our hands. This morning’s effort extended us to
the limit. Have now lost 5 Cuban pilots, 6 co-pilots, 2 American pilots, and one co-pilot, and observer either
killed or captured. Unknown number aircraft out of commission. (Will advise.)
2. Two crews shot down today were shot down during period ‘positive aggressive’ Navy air support and cover
granted and for one hour 1130Z to 1230Z 19 April.
3. Still have faith. Awaiting your guidance.”

In continuing correspondence with President John Fitzgerald Kennedy after the Bay of Pigs disaster,
Premier Nikita Khrushchev assured Kennedy that the Soviet Union “does not seek any advantages or
privileges in Cuba. We do not have any bases in Cuba, and we do not intend to establish any.”

The Premier, however, also warned against arming Cuban emigrés for future attacks on Cuba. Such a policy
of “unreasonable actions,” he wrote, was “a slippery and dangerous road which can lead the world to a new
global war.”
Meanwhile, in Concord, Major General (Retired) E.N. Harmon declaimed in a sacred-to-our-liberty-day
oration that our heritage “bought by blood” and sacrifice would have been purchased in vain “if we are overrun
and forced into the Communist mold.”
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
PATRIOTS’ DAY
In a memo meant for his brother the President, Attorney General Robert Kennedy warned that “if we don’t
want Russia to set up missile bases in Cuba, we had better decide now what we are willing to do to stop it.”

READ THE FULL TEXT
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The Attorney General identified three possible courses of action: (1) sending American troops into Cuba, a
proposal “you [President Kennedy] have rejected ... for good and sufficient reasons (although this might have
to be reconsidered)”; (2) placing a strict blockade around Cuba; or (3) calling on the Organization of American
States to prohibit the shipment to Cuba of arms from any outside source. He concluded that “something
forceful and determined must be done.... The time has come for a showdown for in a year or two years the
situation will be vastly worse.”
Fidel Castro formally declared his revolution to be “socialist.” In Havana, ten counterrevolutionaries,
including Humberto Sori Marin, Manuel Puig, and Regelio Gonzalez Corso, faced firing squads for treason.
It seems that an American businessman, Howard F. Anderson, was swept up in this and also faced the firing
squad on this day, on the probably inaccurate presumption that he had been aiding an anti-Castro group.
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1969
June 20, day: A charge of dynamite was set off on Concord’s Old North Bridge, presumably by some anarchist, or by
some local high school student influenced by an easy reading of Thoreau.
Bob Pepperman Taylor has remarked, in his AMERICA’S BACHELOR UNCLE: THOREAU AND THE AMERICAN
POLITY (Lawrence KA: UP of Kansas, 1996, page 7), that “Thoreau is, on the whole, the political thinker
scholars of American political thought love to either ignore or hate.” It was because of the plethora of this sort
of reading of Thoreau that in this year, in a posthumous collection ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS of the
writings of the doughty Emma Goldman (1869-1940), we were informed that Henry Thoreau had been our
“greatest American Anarchist.” —Her reasoning being, apparently, that anarchists are entirely misunderstood

by establishment suckups and Thoreau was being entirely misunderstood by establishment suckups. The idea
that Thoreau was an anarchist, or anything resembling an anarchist, is of course simply preposterous. We know
who the anarchists were in his period, or, it might be better to say, we know who in those periods had
considered themselves to be anarchists. And Thoreau was not of that number, he was not only quite
disconnected from that sort of crowd but also he was quite unlike that sort of person. Here is the way Taylor
puts the matter on his page 102:
Thoreau obviously understands the distinction between the
anarchist and the citizen, one who rejects government altogether
and one who desires a just government, and he unambiguously
embraces the role of the citizen. He even implies that the
alternative is impractical, a politically ineffectual selfindulgence.
(Have I mentioned that it definitely wasn’t Henry who set off the charge of dynamite in Concord on this day?)
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1973
November 29: Disengagement talks between Egypt and Israel on the Cairo-Suez road broke down in failure.
Anniversary Fanfare for brass and percussion by William Walton was performed for the initial time, in Royal
Festival Hall, London, in a concert celebrating the 75th anniversary of EMI.
A student of the Bedford High School called the police about a bag with ticking noises coming out of it, that
was resting against the base of the Daniel Chester French statue of “The Minuteman” in Concord. Inside the
bag were discovered to be four sticks of dynamite, and a clock set for 11:00 AM. –The result of this was that
a mould would be taken of the statue, so that it could be recast were it ever to be destroyed.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE
In her book CONCORD: STORIES TO BE TOLD (Beverly MA, Commonwealth Editions, 2002), Liz Nelson would
explain the patriotic fervor that followed:

A Threatened Minuteman Statue
“Here once the embattled farmers stood; and fired the shot heard
’round the world.” At approximately 10 AM, a Bedford High School
student read the final lines of the inscription on the Minute
Man memorial, and his eyes dropped to the brown paper bag at the
statue’s base. Curious, he picked up the bag and began to walk
away while his hand unfolded the top. Suddenly, he stood as still
as the statue behind him. The bag was ticking! Horrified, the
young man dropped it, ran to his car, and headed for the police
station. Cruisers screamed to the North Bridge, where police
cordoned off the area. At the same time, others called for a
state police bomb expert. As luck would have it, he was nearby,
and at 10:45 he appeared on the scene. Ten minutes later he had
the bag’s contents scattered on the ground: a box out of which
tumbled four sticks of dynamite, a detonator, and a clock. It
had been set to explode at 11 AM. To this date, the crime remains
unsolved. In the early 1970s, tensions over the Vietnam War
continued to increase, while faith in government eroded. As the
bicentennial celebration of the events of April 19, 1775
approached, town officials worried about demonstrations and
potential violence. With the 1973 bomb incident fresh in their
memories, the selectmen voted to have the statue removed for
minor repairs, but most importantly to make a plaster duplicate
so that in the event of damage to the original, an exact
replacement could be cast. On the morning of January 16, 1975,
amidst complete secrecy, Daniel Chester French’s Minute Man
swung off his base and came to rest in a truck before beginning
the trip to Boston. For the first time in a century, visitors
to North Bridge were greeted by an empty granite block. On March
29 the statue returned, greeted by fanfare. Girl Scouts placed
a time capsule in the base, and a crowd applauded as the bronze
statue settled back where he belonged. April 19, 1975 did draw
protestors. Approximately forty thousand people, celebrating
the People’s Bicentennial, camped on National Park grounds.
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Though they objected vocally to segments of the speeches,
President Gerald Ford’s in particular, their demonstrations were
entirely peaceful. The existence of a plaster duplicate of the
state had unexpected consequences. The Minute Man has long been
the symbol of the National Guard. In 1992, the Army National
Guard’s top brass wrote to the Concord selectmen seeking
approval for their plan to use the plaster-of-Paris cast made
in 1975 to create a duplicate statue, which they would place at
their headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. They followed this
up with a letter suggesting that the selectmen “will be pleased
to know” that the Guard’s lawyers advised them that “a local
vote or permission of the Town” was not needed. They invited the
board to make “suggestions” and “provide assistance.” Having
gone through this before, Concordians reacted with articulate
outrage when, in 1984 the Air National Guard wanted to do the
same thing. “Aesthetically and historically [the Minute Man
statue] is a singular piece, a national treasure entrusted to
Concord for safekeeping,” wrote former selectman Anna Manion.
“Placing a copy of the Minute man anywhere else would weaken the
historic bond.” “If the National Guard wishes to put up a statue
of a minuteman, more power to them. But let them commission a
sculptor to create one for them,” insisted historian David
Little. Ultimately, law prevailed. In the 1963 cooperative
agreement between the National Park Service and Concord, the
town retained “ownership of historic structures, objects and
grounds in the Battleground area.” No duplicate of the Minute
Man statue has been made, nor, as far as Concordians are
concerned, will ever be!

1975
Postcard of the April 19, 1975 Concord Bicentennial Celebration at the Old North Bridge,
published by W.W. Anderson Photog. Inc. of Concord, Massachusetts and made by Dexter Press of West Nyack,
New York (Arlo Guthrie and Joan Baez, who were among the “make love not war” protesters carefully screened
away from the patriotic celebration on the opposite bank of the river, are not visible in this postcard)
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April 19: On the occasion of the bicentennial of the slaughter of militiamen by army troops in Lexington, some 30,000
patriots assembled on the green to observe a modest re-enactment.

Since “pont” means bridge, we may punningly refer to this as “pontification.”
The controlling sentiment of the day was fear of the Communist influence.69 A member of the NRA
(National Rifle Association) courageously stood behind a podium upon which was mounted a target with a big
blue bull’s-eye, at the Old North Bridge in Concord, and attempted to recite some grand old words in honor of
our nation’s grand old history of people killing each other with guns, while some men stood around in period
costume behind him, carrying antique single-shot guns, unloaded, and some other men, with their business suit
jackets covering very modern multiple-shot guns, locked and loaded, stood around intently staring at various
members of the crowd of assembled citizenry:
President Gerald Ford may have been just a tad nervous. He quoted, from a piece of doggerel that Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow had written as his contribution to the recruitment campaign for the war that was being
given in 1863,70 the immortal patriotic drivel “one if by day, and two if by night.”71
Also in attendance at that commemorative scene, Concord version, was Hurricane Bob out of Orange County,
California, our congressman who was then currently striving toward the Republican presidential nomination
(he characterized President William Jefferson Clinton as “draft-dodging, pot-smoking, philandering” — a
fairly accurate if incendiary characterization).
PATRIOTS’ DAY

Bob Dornan and his wife Sallie were standing by the rude bridge that arched the flood on this 200th
anniversary, where the embattled farmers had stood and fired the shot heard round the world, and Bob was
69. It is a famous date, for a certain type of person with a certain type of personality. For other April 19 celebrations of renown,
consider April 19, 1993 in Waco TX and April 19, 1995 in Oklahoma City OK.
70. What if they gave a war and nobody came?
71. And perhaps no poet has been parodied more: it’s all because, while he was at Bowdoin College in 1822 with author-to-be
Nathaniel Hawthorne (still Hathorne) and president-to-be Franklin Pierce, he was accustomed to play whist without a helmet.
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eating an orange while Sallie was carrying the family umbrella, when they spotted a protester carrying the flag
of North Vietnam. The hand with which Bob punched this unholy flag-bearer happened to be the hand with
which he was holding the orange (let’s hear it for Orange County). Well, sir, the Dornans lived up to their
heritage, for that mocking flag wound up in the mud underfoot in small shreds. Sallie found out that a family
umbrella came in handy, too, as a club. In their race toward the White House, Bob would wear a wristwatch
which bore a cartoon face of President Bill Clinton and a digital number which declined from day to day —
the number 566 as of May 1, 1995, representing the number of remaining days in the Clinton one-term
presidency. The number on Sallie’s matching watch, however, was 642, which represented the number of days
until she planned to take possession of the living spaces in the White House. Well, what goes around comes
around, doesn’t it?

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...

I recently wrote to Former President Ford at his and Betty’s home in Southern California, that I had seen a
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photo of him and four other living ex-Presidents, striding along. The news story had been that they were
getting in touch with the American Way, and had begun to sell their autographs. Therefore, I sent him a
printout page from the textbase, about that day in Concord, and a very brief explanation of hypertext, and
I also sent along a dollar bill –which, I did not neglect to point out, in Thoreau’s day had been worth as much
as a C-note today– and asked if he would please show his good humor by initialing my printout page on the
dotted line where it said “Nihil Obstat.” Just in case he didn’t know, I mentioned that “Nihil Obstat” meant
“no problem” in Latin, and out of courtesy I included a SASE. And what did I receive back? Here it is:
Nihil Obstat X _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ]

1976
During this year Roland Wells Robbins was serving as a Lecturer-in-Residence at Juniata State College. He
concluded that when in 1891 in darkness and secrecy, Judge Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar had reinterred at the
Old North Bridge a Revolutionary-War skull (it had been taken by Doctor Walton Felch, he had chosen the
wrong gravesite, in that the skull should instead have been returned to a Revolutionary-War gravesite in
Lincoln. Does the Concord gravesite now contain one, two, or three skulls, and does the Lincoln gravesite now
contain three or five skulls? –Although it is unlikely that either burial is now going to be opened in order to
clear this up, there do exist techniques by which such sites can be explored without appreciable digging.

1982
In this year the Air National Guard requested permission to place a replica of “The Minuteman” by Daniel
Chester French in front of its administration building at Andrews Air Force Base. Although the Air National
Guard had been using an image of the statue in their logo since 1960, the Concord selectmen wisely voted to
grant no such permission.
OLD NORTH BRIDGE

1994
May 15: DESTINATION: CONCORD, MASS.; Louisa May Alcott Slept Here; As Did Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry
David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne and Other American Literary Lights; Home Edition., Los Angeles
Times, 05-15-1994, pages L-14. [by JOCELYN McCLURG of the Hartford Courant, Copyright, The Times
Mirror Company; Los Angeles Times, 1994]
CONCORD, Mass. — For literature lovers, this lovely historic
town about 20 miles northwest of Boston offers an embarrassment
of riches. Louisa May Alcott; her father, Amos Bronson Alcott;
Henry David Thoreau; Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Nathaniel
Hawthorne all lived and wrote and exchanged ideas in Concord,
that hotbed of 19th-Century Transcendentalism.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

141

HDT

SEVEN BRIDGES SPANNING

WHAT?

INDEX

A

FLOW OF CONTINUITY

Preserved as museums and open to the public are Orchard House,
the family home of the Alcotts and the setting for Louisa May’s
children’s classic, “Little Women”; the Wayside, a rambling
house next door that was also home to the Alcotts and, later,
Hawthorne; Emerson House, the home of Ralph Waldo Emerson, and
the Old Manse, a magnificent 18th-Century structure where both
Emerson and Hawthorne lived for a time.
And, of course, there is Walden Pond, the inspiration for
Thoreau’s seminal work “Walden,” which lures thousands of
visitors every year to the site where the writer lived simply
in a cabin from 1845 to 1847.
Concord has been rocked by the efforts of Don Henley and his
musician pals to save Walden Woods —the woodlands surrounding
Walden Pond— from development. But for the most part, Concord
is remarkably intact as a historic site, succumbing neither to
touristy kitsch nor to numbing 20th-Century overdevelopment and
commercialism.
Among Concord’s many unspoiled sites is Author’s Ridge in Sleepy
Hollow Cemetery, where the town’s literary lights —Louisa May
Alcott, Emerson, Thoreau and Hawthorne— are buried.
Of course, a century before Thoreau went to the woods “to live
deliberately,” Concord and nearby Lexington earned estimable
places in American history. It was at the Old North Bridge in
Concord (today a historic site) where the “shot heard ’round the
world” signaled the start of the American Revolution on April
19, 1775.
If the visitor plans carefully, all four literary houses can be
toured in a day. (Days and hours vary for each. Only Orchard
House is open year-round, but all of the houses can be visited
through the end of October.)
Louisa May Alcott, who could be less than reverential about
Concord, nicknamed Orchard House “Apple Slump.” Alcott was a
grown woman of 26 in 1858, when her family moved into the
property, two 18th-Century houses her father had joined
together.
Orchard House served as the setting for Louisa May’s most famous
and enduring work, “Little Women,” an idealization of her own
family, published in two volumes (1868-69). (The four adolescent
March daughters were modeled on the four Alcott girls, and
fiercely independent tomboy Jo —every little girl’s favorite
March daughter— was Louisa’s fictional rendition of herself.)
The Alcotts struggled with poverty. Bronson Alcott, a
philosopher, writer and educator who was considered brilliant
by some, a flake by others, was unable to support his family.
The burden fell on Louisa, and with the great success of “Little
Women” (which she was reluctant to write) and subsequent volumes
such as “Little Men,” the second-oldest Alcott daughter —who
never married— became famous and financially comfortable.
One of the pleasant surprises at Orchard House, furnished with
Alcott family pieces, is the wealth of artwork by May Alcott,
the youngest daughter. Take note of the owl she painted on the
wall in Louisa’s room right above the fireplace (also don’t miss
the writing desk Bronson built for his writer daughter). And
May’s room is charming, decorated as it is by sketches of
classical scenes the young artist drew right on her bedroom
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walls.
In 1879, two years after the Alcotts moved out of Orchard House,
Bronson Alcott founded the Concord School of Philosophy on the
hillside behind the house. It still stands.
More than a decade before Bronson Alcott bought Orchard House,
he moved his then-young family into a small, circa-1700
farmhouse in Concord that he dubbed “Hillside.” Alcott enlarged
the house, which his family lived in from 1845 to 1848.
Today the house is known as the “home of authors,” and the
informative tour leads visitors through several centuries of
Concord literary and architectural history.
Nathaniel Hawthorne bought the house —which he renamed “the
Wayside,” a name that stuck— from Bronson Alcott in 1852. The
Hawthornes’ chief contribution to the house is a bizarre tower
study built for the author of “The Scarlet Letter.”
The next of the authors to live at the Wayside was Harriet
Lothrop, who wrote the Five Little Peppers books under the pen
name Margaret Sidney. The Lothrop family lived in the Wayside
from 1883 to 1965, and the house was left to the National Park
Service with its original furnishings, including some Alcott and
Hawthorne family pieces.
Ralph Waldo Emerson, essayist and poet (including “The Concord
Hymn”), was the leading spokesman of the Transcendental
movement, which believed in the mystical unity of nature and
emphasized individualism, self-reliance and rejection of
traditional authority. One of Emerson’s disciples was Thoreau,
who lived in Emerson’s home from 1841 to 1843, before spiriting
himself away to Walden Pond.
The Alcotts were admirers and friends of Emerson (Bronson being
a fellow Transcendentalist), and Louisa May idolized him.
Emerson lived in this sturdy white house with his second wife
and children from 1835 until his death in 1882; it is furnished
with Emerson family pieces and preserved very much as it was at
the time of Emerson’s death. (The contents and furnishings of
Emerson’s study are now housed in the Concord Museum across the
street, but the study in the house has been re-created to look
as it did when Emerson was alive.)
Many of Emerson’s personal effects are on display, including his
walking sticks and gowns he wore on his famous lecture tours.
The handsome, stately Old Manse is a monument to Concord’s dual
historical legacy — both Revolutionary and literary. It was
built in 1770 by the Rev. William Emerson, Ralph Waldo’s
grandfather. No doubt the inhabitants of the house heard the
famous shots fired in 1775 at Old North Bridge, just across a
field.
Emerson lived in the house with his mother from 1834 to 1835,
until he married Lydia Jackson and moved into a home on the
Cambridge Turnpike. (Emerson wrote his Transcendentalist essay
“Nature” in the Old Manse’s study during this period.)
But a much stronger literary association belongs to Nathaniel
Hawthorne, who rented the Old Manse from then-owner Samuel
Ripley for the first three blissful years (1842-45) of his
marriage to Sophia Peabody. Here Hawthorne wrote “Mosses From
an Old Manse,” and here the happy newlyweds scratched
inscriptions (using Sophia’s diamond) into the windowpanes.
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Hawthorne enjoyed friendships with Emerson and Thoreau while
living in Concord. After returning for a time to Hawthorne’s
native Salem, Mass., the Hawthornes moved back to Concord in
1852 and lived in the Wayside. Hawthorne died in 1864.
GUIDEBOOK
Authors’ Abodes
• Getting there: Fly nonstop from LAX to Boston on American, United and Northwest and direct (with
at least one stop but no change of planes) on Delta. Lowest round-trip fares start at about $450. Rent a
car in Boston and drive about 30 minutes northwest to Concord.
• Literary houses: Call for hours and admission fees.
• Concord Museum, 200 Lexington Road, Concord, Mass. 01742; telephone (508) 369-9609.
• Emerson House, 28 Cambridge Turnpike, Concord, Mass. 01742; tel. (508) 369-2236.
• Old Manse, Monument Street, Concord, Mass. 01742; tel. (508) 369-3909.
• Orchard House, 399 Lexington Road, Concord, Mass. 01742; tel. (508) 369-4118.
• Wayside, 455 Lexington Road, Concord, Mass. 01742; tel. (508) 369-6975.
• For more information: Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism, 100 Cambridge St., Boston
02202; tel. (617) 727-3201
COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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