GO TO MASTER INDEX OF RHODE ISLAND PLACES

THE DEXTER ASYLUM ON HOPE STREET;
OR,

HOW MR. DEXTER ’S BEQUEST AT LAST WAS BROKEN

And yet — in fact you need only draw a single thread
at any point you choose out of the fabric of life
and the run will make a pathway across the whole,
and down that wider pathway each of the other threads
will become successively visible, one by one.
— Heimito von Doderer, DIE DÂIMONEN

The non-Quaker present administrators of the Moses Brown School
(right across Lloyd Avenue from the ball fields of what used to
be, for the longest time, the Dexter Asylum, before the bequest
of Ebenezer Knight Dexter at last was broken) have recently
succeeded in breaking the deed of trust of Friend Moses Brown
that originally set up their school. It might be useful for us
to examine how the bequest of Mr. Dexter was broken in the 1950s,
so that we can more fully understand how it is that the terms
of such a donation can come to be disregarded.
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1773
April 26, Monday: Ebenezer Knight Dexter was born in Providence, Rhode Island.
At the time, he didn’t have this much hair:

DEXTER ASYLUM
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1824
August 10, Tuesday: Ebenezer Knight Dexter, a wealthy citizen of Providence, Rhode Island, had served on a town
committee for poor relief. At the point of his death, those unable to support themselves due to age or illness
were being cared for at town expense in private homes, by caretakers who were low bidders for that job.

THE DEXTER DONATION
In his will, therefore, he designated his “Neck Farm” of about 40 acres for “the accommodation and support
of the poor of said town ... and for no other use or purpose whatever.” The bulk of his estate (in round numbers,
about $60,000), he directed, was to be put into the construction and upkeep of this Dexter Asylum and the care
of the poor. The will stipulated that the town was to erect a stone wall around the Neck Farm property, forbade
the town ever to sell it, and specified that for any other action concerning it, a town meeting of no fewer than
“forty freemen” would be necessary. A committee would quickly form to oversee this grand bequest, and town
meetings from 1824 until the completion of the original building in 1828 would arrange the construction,
operation, and rules of the asylum.
DEXTER ASYLUM

1827
The Providence Steam Mill was established by Samuel Slater and others in Providence, Rhode Island.

1827. A committee was appointed by the town to build the Dexter
Asylum, who immediately proceeded to the duties of their
appointment, and under whose directions the present capacious
building was completed in 1830. This building is 170 feet in
length; the centre part is 55 feet deep, and the wings 45 feet.
Its cost was $43,000. Its materials are brick and stone.
The forty acre lot on which this Asylum stands, is surrounded
by a stone wall 3 feet in thickness at the ground, and 8 feet
in height, as directed in the Will of Ebenezer Knight Dexter,
who gave this lot, and the bulk of his estate, real and personal,
to the town, for the purpose of an asylum for the poor. The
liberal donor died on the 10th day of August, 1824. He had been
United States Marshal for many years previous to his death. The
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funds and property of this legacy are called the Dexter
Donation,
and
are
under
the
superintendence
of
five
commissioners. The present master of the Asylum, Gideon Palmer,
has held that place from the commencement of its operations. The
Will of Mr. Dexter was drawn with great care by Gen. Samuel W.
Bridgham, who was named therein as Executor, and charged with
seeing the testator’s objects carried into effect. He discharged
his duty with fidelity. - The first public meeting was holden
in April, in the First Baptist Meeting house on the subject of
promoting Temperance. It was well attended, and addressed by
several of the clergy and other citizens. There were several
meetings held at the same place by adjournment, at which many
appeals were made to the citizens to practice moderation and
temperance, but none broached the doctrine of total abstinence.
These meetings, however, were the parent of the numerous
temperance, total abstinence and cold water societies which now
abound here, shedding their benign and healthy influence over
the moral atmosphere of the community.
DEXTER ASYLUM

THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT
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1828
The Dexter Asylum began to “provide care” for the poor, aged and mentally ill of Providence. The building
was of painted brick, five stories in the center with three stories in the wings, and with a granite basement.
Thus would continue until 1957. Ebenezer Knight Dexter’s magnificent gift to the town, though much needed
at the time, later would be seen as an anachronism — a walled and isolated “poor farm” in the midst of
Providence’s residential east side, where nobody wanted to be reminded of the unfortunate among us. It is
evident that in the minds of the people administering the institution, this town Asylum fell into the same
general category as the punitive and disciplinary and custodial facilities located more fortuitously in
woebegone Cranston, Rhode Island, to wit, the State Workhouse and House of Corrections, the State Hospital
for the Insane, the State Almshouse, the State Prison and Providence County Jail, and the State Reform
Schools. The general rubric under which all these facilities traveled, indiscriminately, was “Government
Institutions.” Early inmates at the asylum farm with “no visible means of support” were indentured to labor,
under threat of punishment, in return merely for their room, board, and clothing. The asylum was not only a
farm but also a manufacturing facility at which junk and oakum rope products were produced for the shipping
industry. Records of sales of milk, vegetables, and general produce show that, despite all this virtually free
labor, expenses usually exceeded earnings. The farm had constant difficulty merely in feeding itself.

From this point forward, on each 3d Saturday in December in the Council Chamber of City Hall, a “Town
Meeting” would be held by “freemen” of Providence per terms of the will, to transact business relating to the
Dexter donations.
A grassy enclosure of about 9 1/12 acres, on the property, located west of Dexter Street near High Street, would
be put into service as a militia training field.
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1838
The 1st Rhode-Island-operated prison was built, in Providence, on Gaspee Street north of the cove, a 2-story
granite structure costing about $1,300 per cell, or a total of $51,500. This building would prove to be
unsuitable, and the state would in 1869 land in the Cranston village of Howard in 1869. This land, known as
the State Farm, was managed by the Board of State Charities and Corrections until about 1920. Several
institutions were built there, including the State Workhouse and House of Corrections, the State Hospital for
the Insane, the State Almshouse (renamed the State Infirmary in 1917), the State Prison and Providence
County Jail (managed jointly), and the State Reform Schools (the Sockanosset School for Boys, and the
Oaklawn School for Girls). The State Workhouse and House of Corrections building held men and women and
was also the home for the women’s county jail and for state prison inmates. After the male workhouse inmates
were phased out, it would become in 1924 the State Reformatory for Women. It would close in about 1968.
The State Prison and Providence County Jail in Cranston would be built in 1878, and this eventually would
become the Adult Correctional Institution that we now hold so dear. Federal inmates have also been bunking
at this facility from time to time. The governing body for the State Institutions has changed over the years,
becoming variously “State Public Welfare Commission,” “Department of Public Welfare,” and “Department
of Social Welfare.” Though some of its inmates have been under federal or county jurisdiction, the institutions
seem to have always been operated by the state of Rhode Island. The titles “Keeper of the State Prison” and
“Warden of the County Jail” are two hats worn by the same apparatchik.
DEXTER ASYLUM

1843
Per the terms of the Dexter will, a rubblestone wall eight feet high and three feet in thickness at the base had
been constructed around the Dexter Asylum in Providence, Rhode Island. Despite the fact that fully a quarter
of the persons being contained within this wall were insane, the medical records of the institution reveal that
there was never any attempt at treating mental illness beyond confinement in the so-called “maniac cells.”
PSYCHOLOGY
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1844
January: Since the Dexter Asylum was incapable of offering any treatment to its insane inmates more sophisticated
than simple confinement, and since it was only available to the problem people of Providence rather than
available to the entire state, the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations chartered the establishment
of a “Rhode Island Asylum for the Insane.” The Committee of Incorporators for this new mental hospital
appealed to Cyrus Butler, who was in all likelihood the richest man in New England, for assistance in their
efforts, and received a conditional pledge of $40,000. To obtain this money, they would have to gather a
matching amount from other members of the Rhode Island community. The committee would raise an
additional $54,000 by their efforts and the name of the hospital would be changed to “Butler Hospital for the
Insane.”
PSYCHOLOGY
This American community had been taking steps to limit the influence of alcohol on its public life since
April 1827, when the 1st public meeting on the subject of temperance had been organized at the 1st Baptist
Church. A “City Temperance Society” had been formed on November 1, 1836, a “Providence Washington
Total Abstinence Society” on July 8, 1841, a “Young Men’s Washington Total Abstinence Society” on July 9,
1841, a “Sixth Ward Washington Total Abstinence Society” on April 8, 1842, and a “Marine Washington Total

Abstinence Society” on August 29, 1842. The aggregate number of white citizens making pledges of total
abstinence from alcohol in such societies by 1843 had risen to more than 5,000. At this point William J. Brown
and his friends organized a new type of temperance society –one that would accept persons of color as
members– calling their creation the “Young Men’s Union Friendly Association.”
RACE POLITICS
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PAGES 122, 127-131: Among the varied causes which came up for
consideration, and in which the colored people became interested
was the temperance cause. Meetings were held and a temperance
society was formed ... which was called the Young Men’s Union
Friendly Association. It continued to grow and become very
prosperous. I became a very active member in it being called
upon to fill many prominent offices, and although all our
members were married men, they still kept up the organization,
proposing to get incorporated. I wrote the petition ... and gave
it to Mr. Wingate Hayes to carry into the general assembly, and
was noticed in the papers. The society expressed great surprise
at our next meeting to find that our petition had gone into the
general assembly, and at the next meeting I had the pleasure of
informing them that our charter was granted. It was the first
charter ever granted to a colored society of Rhode Island. The
society were proud that they had made such an advancement, and
proposed having a banner and paying a visit to some place where
we could show ourselves. Some of our members went to a man on
Westminster street who did that kind of painting, and asked what
he would charge to paint a banner for our society. He inquired
about the society, and was told that we had just been chartered.
He wanted to see our constitution. We let him see it, and after
examining our charter he said that he would get us up a banner
for fifteen dollars, but did not wish to have it known as he
would paint one for any one for less than fifty dollars. He got
us up one with a house and a weeping willow on one side, over
which was a star and the letters Y.M.U.F. Society, instituted
1828, and on the other side was a white and colored man joined
hands with a flag staff between them, bearing the American flag
and encircled by a wreath, having at the bottom the word Union,
and above the wreath in a semi-circle form were the words Young
Men’s Union Friend Society, incorporated January, 1844.
Our uniform was black caps, with glazed tops. On the left breast
was a gilt star with a blue ribbon attached, and cream colored
patent leather belts with a brass clasp in front, and white
pants, dress coats, and white gloves. They made a contract with
Mr. Comstock, master of transportation, to carry us at half
price. On the morning of the first we started with a large
company. It was quite foggy, and rained hard before we reached
New Bedford. They had postponed the celebration until the next
day. The committee were in waiting for us at the depot, as the
rain had ceased, and escorted us up, our banner being covered.
The day was clear and bright, and at half-past nine we marched
to the place where the line was to be formed. The procession
moved at ten a.m., having a cavalcade of one hundred mounted men
in front, followed by the Anti-Slavery societies, then our
society, making a fine appearance. We marched to the Town Hall,
escorted in and welcomed by the citizens. After being addressed
by some of the officials the line was again formed and made a
parade through some of the principal streets. We then repaired
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to the grove. A stage was prepared for the speakers and music.
The society appointed me as the orator... The next morning we
went home well pleased with our visit. After we got our charter,
the Young Men’s Friendly Assistant Society, and the Seaman’s
Friend Society, applied for an act of incorporation and received
charters. We then had three incorporated Societies in our city,
besides The Mutual Relief, The Young Men’s Morning Star, The
Temperance Society and the Anti-Slavery Societies, making in all
seven active societies, ready to unite on any occasion requiring
their services. They were called out every year on the first of
August, as we generally had a grand demonstration on that day,
with a procession which paraded the principal streets of the
city, and retired to a grove and spent the day in speaking and
partaking of refreshments.
April 10, Wednesday: Dorothea Dix began a series of articles in the Providence Journal, describing the manner in
which Rhode Island was, at the Dexter Asylum, neglecting its citizens who were victims of mental illness.
These articles followed the format of thorough research and graphic descriptions of individual cases which Dix
had established in dealing with the Massachusetts legislature. The Butler Hospital for the Insane would result
from Dix’s efforts and the philanthropy of businessman Nicholas Brown and industrialist Cyrus Butler.1
PSYCHOLOGY

1. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological
Association, 1994
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1847
As Providence, Rhode Island grew, crowding became a problem at the Dexter Asylum. When the Butler
Hospital for the mentally ill would open in this year at a pastoral setting overlooking the Seekonk River, some
of the asylum’s inmates would be transferred there.

PSYCHOLOGY
In this year Friends Jarvia Congdon and Lydia Congdon came to the Yearly Meeting School on top of the hill
as superintendents, briefly, and were then superseded by Friends Silas Cornell and Sarah M. Cornell.

Superintendents.

10

1819-1824.

Purinton, Matthew and Betsy.

1824-1835.

Breed, Enoch and Lydia.

1829-1835.

Gould, Stephen Wanton and Gould, Hannah, Asst. Supts.

1835-1836.

Davis, Seth and Mary.

1837.

Breed, Enoch and Lydia.

1838-1839.

Rathbun, Rowland and Alice.

1840-1844.

Wing, Allen and Olive.

1845-1846.

Thompson, Olney and Lydia.

1847.

Congdon, Jarvia and Lydia.

1847-1852.

Cornell, Silas and Sarah M.
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December 1: The Butler Hospital for the Insane opened in Providence, Rhode Island on a former farm of 114 acres,
the Grotto Farm with a brick house dating to 1731, to the northeast of the settlement, which had been obtained
for $6,000. The facility was an E-shaped, 3-story brick building in the Tudor-Gothic style of the day, and had
rooms for 100 patients.

One of the first three patients was delusional and evidently schizophrenic. Another was probably a manic
depressive. The third was a former sailor who may have been a victim of neural syphilis. The cost of caring
for patients at this hospital would be $2 per day (an equivalent sum of money in that era would have minimally
supported two small families of laborers). Dr. Ray would learn that:
None but those directly engaged in the service can have the least
conception of the difficulty experienced in devising amusements
for the insane. ...The farm furnishes employment to the
patients, the effect of which in promoting the bodily and mental
health of our patients is of incalculable value ... of every
form. ...How much more suitable for such a purpose is a hospital
furnished with the means of exercise, labor, warming and
ventilation ... than a narrow room of a country jail with its
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irresponsible keeper.2
PSYCHOLOGY

2. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological
Association, 1994
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1849
Thomas M. Burgess, mayor of Providence, Rhode Island, called for either a limit on inmates or the
construction of new buildings to accommodate the Dexter Asylum’s 190 men and women.
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1850
The Board of Aldermen of Providence, Rhode Island voted to limit Dexter Asylum inmates to 180.
Perry Davis’s son Edmund Davis joined him in the patent medicine business located at 43 Pond Street.
ETHANOL
OPIATES
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1851
In Rhode Island, Philip Allen was in charge. The General Assembly offered a blueprint for reform by
promulgating a report by Thomas Hazard on the status and treatment of the poor and insane. It became possible
to commit patients to the Butler Hospital for the Insane in Providence against their will. (It should be born in
mind that this hospital was never guilty of the more coercive restraints. It was able to maintain a patient
population of 100-150 while using restraints only once — on an inmate who could not be dissuaded from
trying to open a self-inflicted wound.)
PSYCHOLOGY

1866
At the Butler Hospital for the Insane in Providence, Rhode Island, a facility for “excited” male patients,
Sawyer Ward, came into operation.
PSYCHOLOGY
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1867
Providence, Rhode Island commissioned “alterations and improvements” to the Dexter Asylum costing
$120,000. Later sketches show that although the main building was enlarged, no new buildings were added.

1872
In its beginnings, the Meeting for Sufferings committee of the New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends, which had been so named because it had been commissioned to care for Friends who were
suffering persecution during the American revolution, had acquired a dominant position within the society. At
this point, in a belated recognition of the fact that Friends were no longer being persecuted for their peace
testimony, the name of this committee was updated to “Representative Meeting.” (In 1901 the name would
change again, to “Permanent Board.”)
The Yearly Meeting School received $17,732 from the City of Providence for an extension of Thayer Street
onto the Moses Brown farm, and used this money to add more accommodations for boy scholars, and a study
hall. A new dining hall would provide seating for both boys and girls.
Due to rampant Anti-Catholicism, exemption of the personal property of religious and educational societies in
Rhode Island from taxation was in this year further restricted, with only “buildings for free public schools or
for religious worship” and one acre of the ground upon which they stood remaining exempt from taxation, and
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this only if both the land and the buildings were used for no purpose other than free public schooling plus
religious worship. Rented property and invested funds of such institutions, and the school property of the
Catholic church and other semi-private educations institutions, was made taxable. (In 1894 the schools of the
Catholic church be again freed from taxation, and added to that would be the buildings of charitable institutions
and one acre of the ground on which they stood.)

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
During a widening of Hope Street, part of the old rubblestone wall around the Dexter Asylum was knocked
down. Although the city solicitor maintained that there was no legal requirement that they rebuild this wall,
finally the city would restore it (but, they would lower it along Hope Street, and add a capping of granite).

It became necessary to obtain the signatures of two physicians, in order to commit a patient to the Butler
Hospital for the Insane.
PSYCHOLOGY
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1877
By this point about half the students at Yearly Meeting School in Providence, Rhode Island were not from
Quaker families, with about one out of every five of the students who were Quakers coming to the school from
outside New England. The board and tuition rate that was being charged of members of the New England
Yearly Meeting was $100, while Quakers from outside New England were being charged $190, scholars only
one of whose parents was a Quaker were being charged $190, and non-Quakers were being charged $300.
The School Committee having received $28,000.50 for land sold to the city of Providence for widening Hope
Street and opening Lloyd Avenue from Hope Street to Arlington Avenue, and having sold other plots of land
as well either to the city or to private parties, in this year a consent decree was sought, validating these
transactions. The Rhode Island Supreme Court of course kindly obliged (such a consent degree did not, of
course, free the school to do whatever it wanted with the moneys it had received).
This is what Providence looked like in this year:

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
Providence Gas installed gas pipes into the buildings of the Butler Hospital for the Insane. After 29 consecutive
years of financial deficits the hospital was able to post its first “surplus,” amounting to $742.
During the late 1870s, the inmate population at the Dexter Asylum across the street from the Moses Brown
School had stabilized at around 100, where it would remain until the asylum’s closing. Living conditions, as
depicted in early lists of rules and punishments, work records, and daily menus, were hardly desirable by
present standards. Visitors were permitted only once every three weeks, male and female inmates were kept
carefully segregated, the evening meal consisted merely of white bread and tea, and those found guilty of
drinking, “immoral conduct,” “loud talking or disrespectful behavior,” or malingering to avoid work were
subject to “confinement in bridewell [a jail cell] for a time not exceeding three days, and of being kept on short
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allowance of food.”

The grassy enclosure of about 9 1/12 acres located west of Dexter Street near High Street, which had been for
years in service as a militia training field, was by this point no longer being required for such purposes.
Eli Whitney Blake, Hazard Professor of Physics at Brown University, had been fascinated by the development
of this new instrument of communication, the telephone, although he was not of the sort who would pursue
financial benefit, and had been conveying this enthusiasm to his students, many of whom had constructed their
own receiver devices. Dr. William Francis Channing had also been attracted into this project. Although
Alexander Graham Bell had on February 14, 1876 submitted a crude working model to the US Patent Office
and had secured a patent, his receiver device, which had been on exhibit at the Centennial Exhibition that
summer, had turned out to unwieldy due to its weighing ten pounds. In late winter, or in the early spring of this
year, at Professor Blake’s lodgings in the house of Rowland Hazard, 45 Williams Street in Providence, Rhode
Island, there was a demonstration of the telephone:
The wire was strung between the reception room, just within the
front door, and the study at the other end of the long hall,
with a telephone at either end. Ely happened to be listening at
the receiver in the study, where Prof. Blake was completing his
preparation, when he heard a familiar voice at the other end of
the wire and said “My father has just come in, I hear his voice;
were you expecting him?” Prof. Blake was dumbfounded and elated,
for not even in their wildest flights of fancy had the scientists
dreamed of the possibility of recognizing individual voices.
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Professor Blake and his students reduced the problem of the unwieldiness of the device by replacing the
horseshoe magnet with a bar magnet, and found that in so doing they not only rendered the device more handy,
but also improved the clarity of the communication. Their redesign was termed a “butterstamp” because it
resembled a kitchen tool that embosses a design into a block of butter. You held the butterstamp-shaped
receiver against your ear while pointing the butterstamp-shaped transmitter directly at your mouth.
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1926
The five girl scholars who were graduated from the Moses Brown School would be the last until the 1970s,
since the Lincoln School on Providence, Rhode Island’s East Side had taken over the function of being the
Quaker school for girls.
The Rhode Island Supreme Court upheld the provisions of Ebenezer Knight Dexter’s will,

declaring that no part of the Dexter Asylum property could be sold — much to the disgust of Providence,
Rhode Island Alderman Sol S. Bromson, who declared that the city could board the inmates at the Biltmore
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Hotel for less than it was costing the public to maintain this asylum.

Despite this ruling, this is what the Dexter Asylum property looks like today from the air. Can you find a poor
farm in this photo, somewhere amidst all the baseball diamonds and lacrosse fields and tennis courts and sports
complexes?
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1929
At some point in the late 1920s, vegetables were no longer being planted in the spring in the fields of the Dexter
Asylum in Providence, Rhode Island’s East Side, and while dairy farming would continue through the 1940s,
the poor farm would never be self-supporting. With rising real estate values and open space at a premium, city
officials, developers, and assorted heirs began to attempt to change the conditions of the will of Ebenezer
Knight Dexter. The idea was to break up the property and sell it off as house lots, using the income from this
to pay for poor care elsewhere. Then there was a proposal that the grounds be transformed into a public park.
In 1957, such efforts at divestiture would succeed when the property would be sold at auction for $1,000,777
to Brown University for use as a gym and athletic complex, as shown above.
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1940
The will of Ebenezer Knight Dexter had stipulated that “forty freemen” needed to be present at any meeting
about the Dexter Asylum.

Consequently, once per year, a meeting of “forty freemen” had been being arranged in the city council chamber
to deal with matters pertaining to the Dexter donation. At this point such a subterfuge was abandoned and his
will was altered by vote of the Rhode Island General Assembly to grant to the Providence, Rhode Island city
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council the powers originally bestowed upon this “forty freemen” conceit.

1941
In Princeton, New Jersey (which initially had been largely Quaker but had then become over the years largely
Presbyterian, with the local Friends meeting “laid down” as of 1878), a local monthly meeting was formally
re-established. (Initially, this group would be meeting at the local YWCA and on the campus of Princeton
University, but eventually the monthly meeting would reconstitute itself at its historic Stony Brook property
outside town, and a Friends School would also have constituted itself on those premises.)
Hope High School, which had been erected in a corner of the Moses Brown School bequest that had been
seized by the city of Providence, Rhode Island by eminent domain in the realignment of Hope Street so that
the street would continue directly into East Avenue, the older high school building that it had superseded
became at this point the headquarters for the 6th Army corps, for the duration of World War II. Hey, Quaker
peaceniks pacifist cowards, this has got nothing whatever to do with you, so you keep over on your farm!
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During this year this school of the Religious Society of Friends would lose a number of its teachers to the
military draft, and the possibility of the students continuing to transit directly from their high school education
into their college education was accepted to be just about nil.3
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
An article in the Sunday Journal characterized Dexter Asylum on Hope Street as a “well-meaning legacy of a
bygone day which has made time stand still.”
Pardon me, I’ve lived in Rogue Island for long enough to know what such a sentence signals locally.
What it signals is “Hey, there’s a bunch of money here lying around loose, that maybe we can steal!”
It’s the vibes of the wounded. It’s blood in the water. Cue sharks.

3. The official school accounts make it clear that for the duration of the war, the Quaker Peace Testimony was entirely outside the
bounds of the thinkable, both for the students and for their teachers. Their thoughts were consumed with ways to maneuver so that
their military draft obligations would fit as neatly as possible into their overall personal life trajectories.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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1947
Continuing the effort to break Ebenezer Knight Dexter’s unfortunately robust will, lawyers and genealogists
in Providence, Rhode Island searched through old records to determine who had previously owned “Neck
Farm.” Could the heirs of this previous owner legally transmit to Dexter the right to forever determine the fate
of that property? Could Dexter’s heirs somehow break his inconvenient will? Could these frustrating
unfortunates never be shuffled off, to somewhere else where we wouldn’t have to regard them?

DEXTER ASYLUM
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1956
Brown University President Barnaby Keeney, acting as an angel of mercy, proposed that Providence, Rhode
Island sell or lease the Dexter Asylum property on Hope Street to the university for a gym and athletic
complex: “If and when the Courts permit the City to dispose of this land, it must honor its obligation to the
Dexter Trust by obtaining the best possible income for the support of the poor ... the University is in a position
to help.” Providence Mayor Walter H. Reynolds hesitated at this face-saving deal to dispose of the
inconveniently in-your-face asylum, noting that the estate could provide space for as many as 150 new home
sites — but today Brown University’s athletic complex stands where the asylum formerly stood.

Since publishing the above, it has been pointed out to me that along with the winning bid of $1,000,777 that
Brown University made in purchase of this distressing property, they also turned over to the city their older
sports facility, Aldrich Field northeast of the Bears stadium on Elmgrove Avenue, for tax-producing
development (a recently demolished eyesore, only the cupola of that structure now remains).
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1957
February 18, Monday: The facilities of the former Butler Hospital for the Insane in Providence, Rhode Island were reopened after a $700,000 fund-raising drive, and were renamed “Butler Health Center.”
PSYCHOLOGY
October 4, Friday: When the Dexter Asylum of Providence emptied itself and closed its doors, its records were
donated to the Rhode Island Historical Society.
PSYCHOLOGY
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: August 31, 2013
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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