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General Events of 1826
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Following the death of Jesus Christ there was a period
of readjustment that lasted for approximately one
million years.
–Kurt Vonnegut, THE SIRENS OF TITAN
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THE RHODE-ISLAND REGISTER AND UNITED STATES CALENDAR FOR 1826, and THE RHODE-ISLAND
ALMANACK FOR 1826. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence, Rhode Island: Carlile & Brown.
In Rochester, New York, Oliver Loud and Everard Peck’s WESTERN ALMANACK replaced its “Advice to
Farmers” pages with a table of interest rates. Everard Peck began selling also THE CHRISTIAN ALMANACK,
published by the American Tract Society.
The Reverend George Robert Gleig’s THE SUBALTERN.
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Edward J. Fitzgerald matriculated at Cambridge University.

We know from Stanley Lebergott’s MANPOWER IN ECONOMIC GROWTH (NY: McGraw-Hill, 1964) what
monthly farm wages typically amounted to in Massachusetts during this period, over and above of course
one’s room and board:
1818

$13.50

1826

$13.50

1830

$12.00

1850

$13.55

1860

$15.34

Incidentally, such wages were ordinarily significantly higher in Massachusetts than elsewhere, except for a
brief period for which the wage was higher in Minnesota, and a brief period for which it was higher in Rhode
Island.
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The Architecture of Marcus Vitruvius Pollio, in Ten Books. Translated from the Latin by Joseph Gwilt, Fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries of London (London: Priestley and Weale).
DE ARCHITECTVRA LIBRI DECEM
Washington Irving accepted the invitation of Alexander H. Everett to attach himself to the American legation
in Granada, Spain. His idea was that he would translate the materials about the discoveries of Christopher
Columbus that were currently being published in 4 volumes in Madrid by the naval historian Martín
Fernández de Navarrete y Ximénez de Tejada as COLECCIÓN DE LOS VIAJES Y DESCUBRIMIENTOS QUE
HICIERON POR MAR LOS ESPAÑOLES DESDE FINES DEL SIGLO XV: CON VARIOS DOCUMENTOS INÉDITOS
CONCERNIENTES Á LA HISTORIA DE LA MARINA CASTELLANA Y DE LOS ESTABLECIMIENTOS ESPAÑOLES EN

INDIAS.

FERNÁNDEZ DE NAVARETTE I
FERNÁNDEZ DE NAVARETTE II
FERNÁNDEZ DE NAVARETTE III
FERNÁNDEZ DE NAVARETTE IV
Dr. John Edwards Holbrook engaged J. Sera, an immigrant from Italy, to prepare plates of the reptiles which
he was studying.
At the age of 14, John Adams of Medway was apprenticed in the footwear manufacturing industry.
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Francis Bond Head’s initial production for the publishing house of John Murray in London was ROUGH NOTES
ANDES (henceforward his
nickname was to be “Galloping Head,” on the basis of his fulsome account of riding horseyback back and forth
between Buenos Aires and the Andes).
TAKEN DURING SOME RAPID JOURNEYS ACROSS THE PAMPAS AND AMONG THE

Henry Nelson Coleridge, back from his tour of the West Indies, offered to the reading public SIX MONTHS IN
THE WEST INDIES, IN 1825 (New-York: G. & C. Carvill, and E. Bliss & E. White; Sleight & Tucker, Printers,
Jamaica). This publication would not, unfortunately, gain for him any nicknames.
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A 2d edition, corrected and enlarged, of the initial two volumes of Walter Savage Landor’s
IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS OF LITERARY MEN AND STATESMEN, ETC. (London: Colburn).
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William Hazlitt’s NOTES OF A JOURNEY THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY, THE PLAIN SPEAKER: OPINIONS ON
BOOKS, MEN, AND THINGS, and THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE: OR, CONTEMPORARY PORTRAITS.

THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY
THE PLAIN SPEAKER, I
THE PLAIN SPEAKER, II
THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE
The Reverend Thomas Harwood’s ANNOTATIONS, ECCLESIASTICAL AND DEVOTIONAL: INTENDED TO
ILLUSTRATE THE LITURGY AND THE XXXIX ARTICLES OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND IRELAND;
WITH AN

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION (London).

Salma Hale’s THE ADMINISTRATION OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AND THE OPPOSITION BY ALGERNON SIDNEY.
The Reverend Alexander Dyce began an annotated edition of the works of Christopher Marlowe.

CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE
Josiah Clark Nott received the diploma of a medical doctor at the University of Pennsylvania. He would serve
for a year as an attending physician at the Philadelphia Almshouse.
Construction of the Eastern State Penitentiary on Fairmount Avenue in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania was
completed. Since the land in question had previously been a cherry orchard, the facility would be referred to
familiarly as the Cherry Hill Prison, and Fairmount Avenue would come to be termed Cherry Street.

(The original “separation” or “isolation” aspect of this facility would be an abject failure, leading its inmates
into mental disorders. The facility would finally close in 1970 — only to briefly re-open a few years later to
handle overflow during the Holmesburg Prison riots.)
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Salma Hale’s article “Annals of the Town of Keene” in the Collections of the New-Hampshire Historical
Society was reprinted at Concord, New Hampshire by Jacob B. Moore as ANNALS OF THE TOWN OF KEENE,
FROM ITS FIRST SETTLEMENT, IN 1734, TO THE YEAR 1790 (69 pages). Henry David Thoreau would paraphrase
from this at the start of “A YANKEE IN CANADA”.

THE TOWN OF KEENE NH
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“A YANKEE IN CANADA”: The country was new to me beyond Fitchburg.
In Ashburnham and afterward, as we were whirled rapidly along,
I noticed the woodbine (Ampelopsis quinquefolia), its leaves now
changed, for the most part on dead trees, draping them like a red
scarf. It was not a little exciting, suggesting bloodshed, or at
least a military life, like an epaulet or sash, as if it were dyed
with the blood of the trees whose wounds it was inadequate to
staunch. For now the bloody autumn was come, and an Indian warfare
was waged through the forest. These military trees appeared very
numerous, for our rapid progress connected those that were even
some miles apart. Does the woodbine prefer the elm? The first view
of Monadnoc was obtained five or six miles this side of
Fitzwilliam, but nearest and best at Troy and beyond. Then there
were the Troy cuts and embankments. Keene street strikes the
traveller favorably, it is so wide, level, straight, and long.
I have heard one of my relatives who was born and bred there say
that you could see a chicken run across it a mile off. I have also
been told that when this town was settled they laid out a street
four rods wide, but at a subsequent meeting of the proprietors
one rose and remarked, “We have plenty of land, why not make the
street eight rods wide?” and so they voted that it should be eight
rods wide, and the town is known far and near for its handsome
street. It was a cheap way of securing comfort, as well as fame,
and I wish that all new towns would take pattern from this. It is
best to lay our plans widely in youth, for then land is cheap,
and it is but too easy to contract our views afterward. Youths so
laid out, with broad avenues and parks, that they may make
handsome and liberal old men! Show me a youth whose mind is like
some Washington city of magnificent distances, prepared for the
most remotely successful and glorious life after all, when those
spaces shall be built over and the idea of the founder be
realized. I trust that every New England boy will begin by laying
out a Keene street through his head, eight rods wide. I know one
such Washington city of a man, whose lots as yet are only surveyed
and staked out, and except a cluster of shanties here and there,
only the Capitol stands there for all structures, and any day you
may see from afar his princely idea borne coachwise along the
spacious but yet empty avenues. Keene is built on a remarkably
large and level interval, like the bed of a lake, and the
surrounding hills, which are remote from its street, must afford
some good walks. The scenery of mountain towns is commonly too
much crowded. A town which is built on a plain of some extent,
with an open horizon, and surrounded by hills at a distance,
affords the best walks and views.

A YANKEE IN CANADA
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This did not merely amount to copying from a book of local history about the town of Keene, as you can see.
Thoreau has added, to the historical material supplied by Salma Hale, one of his family’s chicken jokes. This is
my personal favorite among the various bits and pieces of Henry’s dry humor — our guy was involved in the
origins of the chicken joke and it seems that nobody even is aware of that now!
You may have seen on the Internet a list of reasons why the chicken crossed the road:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Douglas Adams: “Forty-two.”
Oliver North: “National Security was at stake.”
Ronald Reagan: “Well.....”
Mr. T: “If you saw me coming you’d cross the road!”
Emily Dickinson: “Because it could not stop for death.”
Ernest Hemingway: “To die. In the rain. Alone.”
Tom Dillingham: “To show the armadillo it coulda been done.”

Obviously, the internet is here being insufficiently inventive, for Thoreau also told a story about a chicken
crossing the road. His mother had been born in Keene, New Hampshire, so he paid attention as he passed through
that town on an excursion train on his way up to tour Montreal and Quebec during Autumn 1850. In his “A
YANKEE IN CANADA” manuscript, not to be published as such until 1866 after his death, he wrote of his train
passing through Keene and of his looking out the window of that Boston&Maine passenger coach and
remembering family stories about why the main street of that town happened to be so unusually wide. He informs
us at the start of this manuscript that one of his relatives had declared this street to be sooooo wide, sooooo wide,
why, you could see a chicken run across it a mile off — which is a bit of humor in itself if you stop and think
about it because how far one can see a chicken down a road depends entirely upon how flat and how straight that
road is (or perhaps on how big those chickens are;-) rather than on how wide it might be. But the Thoreauvian
twist on this relative remark is that when the new town had originally been laid out in the 1750s after the old town
had been demonstrated to have been somewhat too susceptible to attack by native Americans, their new main
street was being plotted at four rods wide when someone opinioned that there was “plenty of land”:
“... and so they voted that it should be eight rods wide, and the town is known far and near for its handsome
street. It was a cheap way of securing comfort, as well as fame, and I wish that all new towns would take
pattern from this. It is best to lay our plans widely in youth,
<note the word “lay”>
for then land is cheap, and it is but too easy to contract our views afterward. Youths so laid out, with broad
avenues and parks, that they may make handsome and liberal old men!”

So we should add to this internet list of chicken-crossing-the-road jokes:
•

Henry David Thoreau: “To teach us to lay — specifically, to teach us to lay our plans
widely in youth.”

How many rushing Americans, perusing “A YANKEE IN CANADA” in the past century while rushing to get on,
have entirely missed the implicit reference to laying, a henly activity, in this Thoreau writing? Our guy continues,
in this context, with a veiled reference to a particular individual (presumably, he was thinking of Amos Bronson
Alcott) who had hatched such eggs as to incorporate himself a veritable “Washington city of a man, whose lots
as yet are only surveyed and staked out, and except a cluster of shanties here and there, only the Capitol stands
there for all structures, and any day you may see from afar his princely idea borne coachwise along the spacious
but yet empty avenues.”
Henry’s humor is dry. He lays in wait for you.
The fulling mill at “Mill Corner” in South Acton came to be operated by Winthrop E. Faulkner.
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The Reverend Timothy Flint returned to New England by sea, through the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic,
and then returned to the south by way of Cincinnati. His RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LAST TEN YEARS, PASSED
IN OCCASIONAL RESIDENCE AND JOURNEYINGS IN THE VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, FROM PITTSBURG AND
THE MISSOURI, TO THE GULF OF MEXICO, AND FROM FLORIDA TO THE SPANISH FRONTIER; IN A SERIES OF
LETTERS TO THE REV. JAMES FLINT, OF SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS (Boston), and his FRANCIS BERRIAN; OR,
THE MEXICAN PATRIOT (Boston). His son Micah P. Flint published THE HUNTER, AND OTHER POEMS
(Boston, same publisher as the father).
The Reverend Thaddeus Mason Harris, D.D.’s A TRIBUTE OF RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF MRS. SARAH
BOWDOIN DEARBORN, WIFE OF MAJOR GENERAL HENRY DEARBORN, LATE MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY TO
1
THE COURT OF PORTUGAL (Boston: Printed by Munroe and Francis).
Joseph-Héliodore-Sagesse-Vertu Garcin de Tassy’s DOCTRINES ET DEVOIRS DE LA RELIGION MUSULMANE, TIRÉS
his CONSEILS AUX
MAUVAIS POÈTES, POÈME DE MIR TAKI, TRADUIT DE L’HINDOUSTANI.
TEXTUELLEMENT DU CORAN, SUIVIS DE L’EUCOLOGE MUSULMAN, TRADUIT DE L’ARABE. Also,

Harvard College Professor John Farrar’s AN EXPERIMENTAL TREATISE ON OPTICS, COMPREHENDING THE
LEADING PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE, AND AN EXPLANATION OF THE MORE IMPORTANT AND CURIOUS
OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS AND OPTICAL PHENOMENA, BEING THE THIRD PART OF A COURSE OF NATURAL
PHILOSOPHY, COMPILED FOR THE USE OF THE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIDGE, NEW ENGLAND
(Cambridge, N.E. Printed by Hilliard & Metcalf, At the University Press. Sold by W. Hilliard, Cambridge, and
by Cummings, Hilliard, & Co. No. 134 Washington Street, Boston).

TREATISE ON OPTICS
Also, his ELEMENTS OF ELECTRICITY, MAGNETISM, AND ELECTRO-MAGNETISM. EMBRACING THE LATE
DISCOVERIES AND IMPROVEMENTS, DIGESTED INTO THE FORM OF A TREATISE, BEING THE SECOND PART OF
A COURSE OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, COMPILED FOR THE USE OF THE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY
AT CAMBRIDGE, NEW ENGLAND (Cambridge, N.E.: Printed by Hilliard & Metcalf). The copies of these found
in the personal library of Henry Thoreau are now in Special Collections at the Concord Free Public Library.

ELEMENTS OF ELECTRICITY
In about this year George Waddington was ordained in the Church of England.

1. In 1822 Henry Dearborn had been appointed by President James Monroe as the US minister to Portugal, and his 3d wife Sarah
had been in Portugal with him for two years. She kept a diary which has recently become available; the holograph records details
about the diplomatic couple’s dinner companions, indicating the positions held by the men and the social standings of the women.
She always took note both of the arrival and of the departure of anyone of any distinction. She described local customs, houses,
living arrangements of the legation and of the local gentry, street crime, etc. She made careful note of the domestic situations of her
companions: their children, personalities, education, and general accomplishments. She died in 1826.
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When his Janissaries exhibited a reluctance to get with proposed military reforms, the Ottoman Sultan
Mahmud II had his European-trained artillerists shoot them down with grapeshot (this antipersonnel weapon
consists of mesh bags of iron pellets the size of grape tomatoes, fired from cannon). The sultan would sponsor
the creation of European-style military academies for the training of infantry and cavalry officers and the first
of these would open in 1835 — the modern Turkish Military Academy established in Ankara in 1936 is a
descendent.
Jean-François Champollion became curator of the Egyptian collection at the Louvre.
In New-York, the opening of the Bowery Theater as a recreational venue for the upper classes. (The facility
would instead become a haven for gangs such as the Bowery Bhoys, Dead Rabbits, Roach Guards, and Plug
Uglies — plus the prostitutes and liquor sellers who serviced them, it being customary in theaters of that era
that liquor sales and prostitution were tolerated in the balcony. This customary practice would not be
discontinued until after the State militia would need to kill 21 rioting citizens while quelling a disturbance at
the Astor Place theater.)
The opera company of tenor Manuel del Popolo Vincente Garcia brought Italian opera to the city, performing
at the Park Theater.
The National Academy of Design opened with Samuel F.B. Morse as its president.
The bodies of two ancient Egyptians, mummified, were placed on display at Peale’s Museum and Gallery of
Fine Arts (how to decorate a room with corpses for fun and profit). Eventually these dead bodies would fall
into the hands of Phineas Taylor Barnum.
DIGGING UP THE DEAD

Benjamin Disraeli’s novel VIVIAN GREY.

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
William Elliott would represent St. Helena in the South Carolina House of Representatives from this year
through 1829.

Thomas De Quincey rejoined the staff of Blackwood’s Magazine and reviewed Robert P. Gillies’s newly
published 3-volume GERMAN STORIES; SELECTED FROM THE WORKS OF HOFFMAN, DE LA MOTTE FOUQUÉ,
PICHLET, KREUSE, AND OTHERS.
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James Ellsworth De Kay became Librarian of the Lyceum of Natural History of New York (he would be one
of the 1st to recognize that we needed to create a uniform system of nomenclature so that scientists such as
himself might be confident of receiving due credit for their discoveries and descriptions of species).
Professor Charles Davies’s ELEMENTS OF DESCRIPTIVE GEOMETRY, WITH THEIR APPLICATION TO SPHERICAL
TRIGONOMETRY, SPHERICAL PROJECTIONS, AND WARPED SURFACES.
Joshua Reed Giddings was a member of the Ohio House of Representatives.

Margaret Fuller and Lydia Maria Francis (Lydia Maria Child) met.
Publication of François-Auguste-René, vicomte de Chateaubriand’s LES NATCHEZ, which had been authored
between 1793 and 1799, after his visit to the North American continent. Also, publication of his LES
AVENTURES DU DERNIER ABENCÉRAGE.
The 3d edition of Baron Joseph-Marie de Gérando’s LE VISITEUR DU PAUVRE (Paris).

LE VISITEUR DU PAUVRE
Gorham Dummer Abbott graduated from Bowdoin College (he would go on to Andover Theological
Seminary).
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PROSE WORKS OF ABRAHAM COWLEY ESQ., INCLUDING HIS ESSAYS IN PROSE AND VERSE (London: William
Pickering, Chancery Lane).

ABRAHAM COWLEY, ESQ.
Early in this year Sir Walter Scott’s publishers and business associates, Ballantynes, found themselves
bankrupt to the tune of some £130,000. The English government began to consider a proposal to forbid the
Scots from printing their own banknotes. A publishing firm had once gotten off paying a shilling and
threepence on the pound on a similar debt of £300,000 but Ballantyne, at Scott’s insistence, would in the end
pay off its entire debt.
ROBERT MICHAEL BALLANTYNE
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THE POETICAL WORKS OF THOMAS CAMPBELL: INCLUDING THEODRIC, AND MANY OTHER PIECES NOT
(Philadelphia: J. Crissy, and J. Grigg).

CONTAINED IN ANY FORMER EDITION

THOMAS CAMPBELL
In a competition between Sir Walter Scott and Thomas Campbell for Lord Rector of Glasgow University,
it was Campbell who was selected. He would serve until 1829.
SCOTLAND
Heinrich Heine’s DIE HARZREISE (THE HARZ JOURNEY).

The 2d American edition of Edward Everett’s English translation of Professor Philip Karl Buttmann’s
GRIECHISCHE SCHUL-GRAMMATIK, titled GREEK GRAMMAR FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS, FROM THE GERMAN OF
PHILIP BUTTMANN (Boston: Cummings, Hilliard, and Company), prepared by George Bancroft and George
Henry Bode at the Round Hill School in Northampton.
Harvard College student Cornelius Conway Felton was at least in part supporting himself during his education
by teaching one winter in Bolton and another winter in Concord, and at the Round Hill School in
Northampton. During the two years 1827 to 1829 he would have charge of the high school in Livingston
County, New York. He must have been an exceedingly disciplined scholar for also, in this his senior year, he
was serving as one of the conductors of a student periodical, the Harvard Register.
(At the Concord Free Public Library, under Accession # 10443, is Henry Thoreau’s personal copy, presented
to the library by Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau in 1874. On the front free endpaper is inscribed “D.H. Thoreau /
Cambridge / Mass 1833.”)2

AS STUDIED BY THOREAU
2. During this year Professor Buttmann was issuing his ÜBER DIE ENTSTEHUNG DER STERNBILDER AUF DER GRIECHISCHEN SFÄRE.
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Charles Butler’s LIFE OF GROTIUS.
Eugène Burnouf and Christian Lassen collaborated in the writing of ESSAI SUR LE PALI ....
Edward George Earle Bulwer obtained his BA degree and printed for private circulation a small volume of
poems, WEEDS AND WILD FLOWERS.
William Cullen Bryant became an assistant editor of the New-York Evening Post.
While the Reverend Richard Whately was at St. Alban Hall the work appeared which is perhaps most closely
associated with his name — his treatise on Logic, which originated as a contribution to the ENCYCLOPAEDIA
METROPOLITANA.

WHATELY’S LOGIC
Jean-Baptiste Say’s “De l’économie politique moderne, esquisse générale de cette science, de sa
nomenclature, de son histoire et de sa bibliographie” and “De la crise commerciale,” Encylopédie
progressive.
William John Broderip and Sir Stamford Raffles aided in the formation of the Zoological Society, of which
they were among the original fellows. (His writings in the Proceedings and Transactions of the Zoological
Society are primarily to be found under the rubric “malacology.”)
ILLUSTRATIONS OF ANGLO-SAXON POETRY. BY JOHN JOSIAS CONYBEARE, M.A., &C. EDITED, TOGETHER
&C., BY HIS BROTHER, WILLIAM DANIEL CONYBEARE,
M.A., &c. (London: printed for Harding and Lepard, Pall Mall East, 1826).

WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES, INTRODUCTORY NOTICES,

ANGLO-SAXON POETRY
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The Reverend John Lauris Blake’s BIBLICAL READER.
The Reverend Professor Henry Hart Milman’s Anne Boleyn: A Dramatic Poem.
From this year until 1832, Asher Benjamin would be designing a mansion for Asa Waters II3 in Millbury,
Massachusetts.4

Samuel Bailey, who had helped found the Sheffield Literary and Philosophical Society, became its President.
He prepared an expanded 2d edition of his successful ESSAYS ON THE FORMATION AND PUBLICATION OF
OPINIONS (this is the edition that David Henry Thoreau would check out of the Harvard Library on September
16, 1834 and again on January 9, 1837).

BAILEY’S OPINIONS
He created a pamphlet of more than a hundred pages, entitled A LETTER TO A POLITICAL ECONOMIST.

3. Asa Waters II was rich because his daddy had had a long-term contract to supply the US Army with muskets and bayonet “stands”
(which is to say, muskets equipped with bayonets).
4. Ask real nice and they’ll take you down in the basement and show you where this weapons manufacturer hid escaping slaves back
in the days of the Underground Railroad!
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The last of the Natick native Americans died in this year.
Lewis Cass’s “Indians of North America” appeared in North American Review (new series, volume 13, pages
53-119). This article amounted to a review of two recent books, John Wedderburn Halkett’s HISTORICAL
NOTES RESPECTING THE INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA, WITH REMARKS ON THE ATTEMPTS MADE TO CONVERT
AND CIVILISE THEM. BY JOHN HALKETT, ESQ. (London, 1825), and John Dunn Hunter’s MANNERS AND
CUSTOMS OF SEVERAL INDIAN TRIBES, LOCATED WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, INCLUDING SOME ACCOUNT OF
THE SOIL, CLIMATE AND VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS; AND THE INDIAN MATERIA MEDICA; TO WHICH IS
PREFIXED THE HISTORY OF THE AUTHOR ’S LIFE, DURING A RESIDENCE OF SEVERAL YEARS AMONG THEM.
BY JOHN D. HUNTER (Philadelphia, 1823).
In this review the American politician Cass was derogating the “adopted white Indian” publishing
phenomenon as a fraud. It seems abundantly clear now that Cass had no particular source of information to
back up such a conclusion, but was merely “copping an attitude” — and that the sort of attitude he was copping
was your garden-variety rancid Indian-hating racist one, all too typical for a proslavery Democrat who helped
send the Cherokee on their “Trail of Tears.” Henry David Thoreau would read these two book reviews in about
1859 and make notes on them in his Indian Notebook #12.5

INDIANS OF N. AMERICA

5. The original notebooks are held by the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York, as manuscripts #596 through #606. There are
photocopies, made by Robert F. Sayre in the 1930s, in four boxes at the University of Iowa Libraries, accession number MsC 795.
More recently, Bradley P. Dean, PhD and Paul Maher, Jr. have attempted to work over these materials.
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At this year’s rendezvous of the Rocky Mountain fur trappers, Caleb Greenwood spun a yarn in which James
Pierson Beckwourth figured as the child of a Crow chief, stolen by raiding Cheyennes and sold to the whites.
Later in that year, when Beckwourth was captured by Crow Indians while trapping in a border area between
the Crow, Cheyennes, and Blackfoots, as it turned out they had heard and credited this story. Instead of killing
him they admitted him to their nation, and so he was able to take a Crow squaw and live in their villages for
8 or 9 years, rising to leadership of the Dog clan.

According to his own telling of his story he became the highest ranking war chief of the Crow Nation.
After negotiations, he no longer sold furs to the Rocky Mountain Fur Company of General Ashley, but instead
to the American Fur Company.
Kit Carson spent the winter of 1826/1827 at the home of Matthew Kinkead in Taos. This fur trader had been
a friend of Kit’s father in the Missouri territory. Carson began to acquire an ability to communicate in the
numerous languages an enterprising man would need in order to function in this primitive region: Spanish,
Navajo, Apache, Cheyenne, Arapaho, Paiute, Shoshone, and Ute.
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow sojourned in Europe to learn languages, staying until 1829.

Pietro Bachi found work in the United States as a teacher of Italian and Spanish at Harvard College, at a salary
of $500 per year.
Benjamin Peirce, Senior became Harvard’s librarian.
Doctor John White Webster compiled A MANUAL OF CHEMISTRY.
Richard Hildreth graduated from Harvard and would teach school for one year, at the Concord Academy in
Concord, Massachusetts, before deciding to follow the example of Sir Walter Scott and pursue a career in law
and literature.
In about this year Nathaniel Baker arrived at the age of 80 and sold his portion of the Baker farm to Amos
Baker’s son James Baker.
Elizur Wright, Junior graduated at Yale College and went to teach in a school at Groton.
John Aitken Carlyle graduated from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland with a degree in medicine. After
completing his medical education in Germany he would take a stab at establishing a medical practice in
London. Unable to support himself in this way presumably because of general shiftlessness and fecklessness,
he would take up the pen and would be able to place articles in periodicals such as Fraser’s Magazine.
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Lieutenant Alexander Dallas Bache of the United States Army Corps of Topographical Engineers would be
engaged for a few years in the erection of coastal fortifications including Fort Adams in Newport, Rhode
Island).
Robert Anderson prepared THE GRAVE AND OTHER POEMS, BY ROBERT BLAIR; TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED
ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE AND OBSERVATIONS ON HIS WRITINGS (Edinburgh).

SOME
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The earliest of Worcester County’s town lyceums were formed, largely as the result of the efforts of Josiah
Holbrook. Within four years there would be 78 in the state of Massachusetts.
Charles Farquhar, Sr. matriculated at the Medical School of the University of Pennsylvania. He was
presumably therefore no longer teaching at Brimstone Academy on Washington Street in Alexandria, Virginia
when his little brother Friend William Henry Farquhar completed the primary education at the Fair Hill School
in Sandy Spring and moved up to the school in Alexandria (another graduate of the famous “Brimstone
Castle” was Robert E. Lee, and eventually its headmaster, Friend Benjamin Hallowell, would become the 1st
president of the University of Maryland). At first William was supposing that he would study for the law but
weak eyesight would interfere and he would turn, like his father, to farming and teaching, and would
eventually become the principal of the Fair Hill School, as well as Montgomery County’s surveyor, its school
commissioner, one of its civil engineers, and the head of the town’s lyceum.

Friend Benjamin
His “Castle”
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418 boats arrived in Buffalo harbor during this year, and 1,100 craft locked through the Erie Canal. The locks
south of Juncta were doubled.
Ebenezer Emmons graduated from Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer Institute (now Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute)
in Troy with its 1st class. In the year of his graduation, Emmons authored a MANUAL OF MINERALOGY AND
GEOLOGY: DESIGNED FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS; AND FOR PERSONS ATTENDING LECTURES ON THESE
SUBJECTS, AS ALSO A CONVENIENT POCKET COMPANION FOR TRAVELLERS, IN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA (Albany: Websters and Skinners), a textbook that was the 2d treatise of its kind written by an
American for American students of geology.

PIONEER OF SCIENCE
Professor Amos Eaton planned a Rensselaer geological expedition through the western part of New York,
aboard the canal boat LaFayette, accompanied by Governor De Witt Clinton’s son George W. Clinton, future
state entomologist Asa Fitch, and physicist Joseph Henry (among others). Professor Eaton delivered a lecture
in Rochester, sponsored by that city’s Chemical Class (which had been formed to create a lending library on
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mechanical subjects and would become the basis for the city’s Franklin Society).6

James Madison, Class of 1771, former president of the United States, became the 1st president of the Alumni
Association of the College of New Jersey.
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
In this year which would see the formation of the American Temperance Society, Sylvester Graham graduated
from Amherst College and entered the Presbyterian ministry, on his way toward temperance, vegetarianism,
and a Graham cracker.
DOPE

The earthly remains of the great American hero Oliver Hazard Perry were removed from an undistinguished
grave in Port of Spain, Trinidad to Newport, where they were reinterred beneath a suitable monument with a
befitting surfeit of pomp and ceremony by the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

A New-York guidebook, THE NORTHERN TRAVELER, informed travelers that “there is a boat on the
MIDDLESEX CANAL, which leaves the upper lock at Charleston (2 miles from Boston,) three times a week,
and goes to Chelmsford MA in about nine hours: 28 miles passage 75¢.” However, the guidebook continued,
“This mode is not particularly recommended.”

6. George W. Clinton’s JOURNAL OF A TOUR FROM ALBANY TO LAKE ERIE, BY THE ERIE CANAL, IN 1826.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
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For reasons of health the personal physician of the Reverend James Freeman urged him to retire. He would
reside in Newton, and be often visited by parishioners and friends.
The Reverend Lyman Beecher relocated from Litchfield, Connecticut to Boston in order to provide leadership
in the struggle against Unitarianism. He converted Richard Henry Dana, Sr. to Congregationalism.

Henry Ward Beecher graduated from the Boston Latin School.
Francis Joseph Grund relocated from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to Boston.
The Quincy Market opened across from Faneuil Hall. Three long market buildings were constructed in
downtown Boston by order of Mayor Josiah Quincy, on the basis of a design by Alexander Parris. (These three
buildings now constitute what is referred to as the “Marketplace.” While you are there be sure to dine in style,
upstairs at the Durgan Park restaurant.)
The doors of the Union Oyster House in Boston were opened for customers for the first time.7
In order to create a supply of cheap teachers for the burgeoning school systems of New England, the Girls
High School opened its doors in Boston. At this point, about 55% of the school-age children of Boston were
enrolled in a school, while the other 45% had to work for a living and pick up whatever fragments of education
they could pick up, as part of this work. By the year 1838, as males were driven out of the profession by falling
wages, all the primary school teachers and 2/3ds of the grammar school teachers of Boston would be female.

7. And these doors’ve evidently been open ever since, for the place now lays claim to being the oldest continuously operating
restaurant in the US of A.
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Charles DeWolf (4?) purchased the mansion of General George DeWolf in downtown Bristol, Rhode Island,
Linden Place, for a song (to wit, a promissory note in the amount of $15,000) — and then defaulted on the
mortgage.

At this point the original building of the Yearly Meeting School of the Religious Society of Friends in
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Providence was being expanded, by the addition of wings at each end.

Prudence Crandall, from a Baptist family that has no recorded connection with Quakerism, matriculated at
this New England Boarding School of the Religious Society of Friends. Being a girl, she would of course have
been in “Girls School,” in no classroom in which there were boys, going for no walks on which she might
encounter a boy scholar, and making use of a gender-segregated grove and playground and dining area. There
is nothing on record to indicate that she ever had anything to do with Quakerism, or ever once attended a
meeting for worship, but it seems plausible that while at this boarding school, probably she knew Friend Abby
Kelley.
In this year Friend Pliny Earle of the English Department prepared transcripts of Friend John Gummere’s
PLANE TRIGONOMETRY and PROBLEMS IN SURVEYING. (These transcripts have been preserved at the school.)
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In connection with the establishment at the Boston Athenaeum of an art gallery, Thomas Handasyd Perkins
went to England to study an art show.
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Martha Emmeline Hunt was born to Clarissa Flint Cutter Hunt and Daniel Hunt, of a farm family which lived
in two adjacent houses on Punkatasset Hill in Concord.

Either this infant or a later sister Ellen Maria Hunt (born in 1837) had a club foot. Both Martha and Ellen
would drown themselves, Martha at the age of 19, Ellen at the age of 23. Another Hunt sister later also would
drown herself, as would a female cousin who lived nearby. (Also, a half-sister by their mother’s 1st marriage,
Clarissa Cutter, would drown, albeit the record states that this particular drowning had been accidental.)
Edward Jarvis, a local resident, was the schoolmaster for Concord’s grammar students.
1785

Nathaniel Bridge

9 months

1812

Isaac Warren

1 year

1786

JOSEPH HUNT

2½ years

1813

JOHN BROWN

1 year

1788

William A. Barron

3 years

1814

Oliver Patten

1 year

1791

Amos Bancroft

1 year

1815

Stevens Everett

9 months

1792

Heber Chase

1 year

1815

Silas Holman

3 months

1793

WILLIAM JONES

1 year

1816

George F. Farley

1 year

1794

Samuel Thatcher

1 year

1817

James Howe

1 year
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1795

JAMES TEMPLE

2 years

1818

Samuel Barrett

1 year

1797

Thomas O. Selfridge

1 year

1819

BENJAMIN BARRETT

1 year

1798

THOMAS WHITING

4 years

1820

Abner Forbes

2 years

1802

Levi Frisbie

1 year

1822

Othniel Dinsmore

3 years

1803

Silas Warren

4 years

1825

James Furbish

1 year

1807

Wyman Richardson

1 year

1826

EDWARD JARVIS

1 year

1808

Ralph Sanger

1 year

1827

Horatio Wood

1 year

1809

Benjamin Willard

1 year

1828

David J. Merrill

1 year

1810

Elijah F. Paige

1 year

1829

John Graham

1 year

1811

Simeon Putnam

1 year

1831

John Brown
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The “religious” campaign began again, to prevent the US mail system from “trampling on the laws of God.”
Presbyterians and Congregationalists issued a formal warning to the nation that if the Federal government
“makes it necessary to violate the commandment of God, his justice will demand that adequate punishment
be inflicted on our common country.” This time the focus of the “religious” campaign was on transportation
companies, in an attempt to persuade them to refuse to move the mails on a Holy Day of Rest. “Just say no!”
When, in A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS, Henry Thoreau would argue for the liberty to
travel unnecessarily on the Sabbath, he was arguing against one of the pet projects of the very most prominent
citizen of his town, Squire Samuel Hoar. For a story had it that when the great hurricane of 1815 had
devastated the woodlands around Concord, one old farmer exclaimed:
I wish the wind’d come on Sunday! –Sam Hoar would’ve
stopped it.

A WEEK: History has remembered thee; especially that meek and
humble petition of thy old planters, like the wailing of the
Lord’s own people, “To the gentlemen, the selectmen” of Concord,
praying to be erected into a separate parish. We can hardly credit
that so plaintive a psalm resounded but little more than a century
ago along these Babylonish waters. “In the extreme difficult
seasons of heat and cold,” said they, “we were ready to say of
the Sabbath, Behold what a weariness is it.” — “Gentlemen, if our
seeking to draw off proceed from any disaffection to our present
Reverend Pastor, or the Christian Society with whom we have taken
such sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in
company, then hear us not this day, but we greatly desire, if God
please, to be eased of our burden on the Sabbath, the travel and
fatigue thereof, that the word of God may be nigh to us, near to
our houses and in our hearts, that we and our little ones may
serve the Lord. We hope that God, who stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus to set forward temple work, has stirred us up to ask, and
will stir you up to grant, the prayer of our petition; so shall
your humble petitioners ever pray, as in duty bound —” And so the
temple work went forward here to a happy conclusion. Yonder in
Carlisle the building of the temple was many wearisome years
delayed, not that there was wanting of Shittim wood, or the gold
of Ophir, but a site therefor convenient to all the worshippers;
whether on “Buttrick’s Plain,” or rather on “Poplar Hill.”
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An article in an American magazine urged that weekly or even daily use of a bathtub would promote not only
cleanliness but also health:
WALDEN: Every morning was a cheerful invitation to make my life
of equal simplicity, and I may say innocence, with Nature herself.
I have been as sincere a worshipper of Aurora as the Greeks. I got
up early and bathed in the pond; that was a religious exercise,
and one of the best things which I did. They say that characters
were engraven on the bathing tub of king Tching-thang to this
effect: “Renew thyself completely each day; do it again, and
again, and forever again.” I can understand that. Morning brings
back the heroic ages.
THE GREAT BATHTUB HOAX

From this year to 1843, the cyclic variation of the number of sunspots would be being observed by Heinrich
Schwabe. This would lead Rudolf Wolf, in 1848, to begin the keeping of systematic records of individual spots
and of spot groupings.
ASTRONOMY

The Paradise Springs Treaty, in which the native Americans allegedly ceded to the white settlers part of
northern Indiana and southern Michigan. This treaty is now celebrated annually in the town of Wabash.
Said Phyllis Miley, great-great-granddaughter of Frances Maconaquah Slocum, “The white man in Wabash
will not give an inch.”
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Nicholas Marcellus Hentz and his wife the novelist Mrs. Caroline Lee Whiting Hentz relocated from
Northampton, Massachusetts to Chapel Hill, where he would be a professor of modern languages at the
University of North Carolina.

The white citizens of Newbern, Targorough, and Hillsborough, North Carolina were becoming fearful of
servile insurrection. The white citizens of Newbern, upon learning that perhaps 40 of their slaves had
assembled in a nearby swamp for unknown purposes, surrounded that swamp and proceeded to kill every last
one of them.
W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: We find in the planting colonies all
degrees of advocacy of the trade, from the passiveness of
Maryland to the clamor of Georgia. Opposition to the trade did
not appear in Georgia, was based almost solely on political fear
of insurrection in Carolina, and sprang largely from the same
motive in Virginia, mingled with some moral repugnance. As a
whole, it may be said that whatever opposition to the slavetrade there was in the planting colonies was based principally
on the political fear of insurrection.
Three boatmen capsized in the rapids above the Niagara Falls and only one made it to the bank.
The Jacksonville, Florida planter Zephaniah Kingsley’s A TREATISE ON THE PATRIARCHAL OR COOPERATIVE SYSTEM OF SOCIETY AS IT EXISTS IN SOME GOVERNMENTS AND COLONIES IN AMERICA, AND IN
THE UNITED STATES, UNDER THE NAME OF SLAVERY, WITH ITS NECESSITY AND ADVANTAGES. Don’t be
afraid, folks, I know what I’m doing in taking a black slave as my wife. Children such as my own, who are biracial, have an improved appearance, and partake in the “beneficial characteristics” not only of the planter
father of the white race but also of the slave mother of the black race.
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Alexander Campbell edited THE SACRED WRITING OF THE APOSTLES AND EVANGELISTS OF JESUS CHRIST,
COMMONLY STYLED THE NEW TESTAMENT. TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK, BY GEORGE
CAMPBELL, JAMES MACKNIGHT, AND PHILIP DODDRIDGE, DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. WITH
PREFACES TO THE HISTORICAL AND EPISTOLARY BOOKS; AND AN APPENDIX, CONTAINING CRITICAL NOTES
AND VARIOUS TRANSLATIONS OF DIFFICULT PASSAGES (Buffaloe, Virginia: Alexander Campbell).
HISTORY OF
THE BIBLE

The earliest extant unsupervised notes of John Ruskin were on the topic “Incipient Action of Brain
Molecules.” He was seven years of age.
John Augustus Stone was appearing at the Bowery Theater in New-York. Typically, he appeared heavily made
up as an old man.
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The death of Harriet Martineau’s father, who had been a textile manufacturer in Norwich, obliged her to
attempt to support her mother and herself by needlework. She relocated to London and began to utilize the
unusually extensive education that her parents had provided for her by writing on salary for William Fox, the
editor of the Unitarian journal Monthly Repository, and then on commission for the Globe on topics such as
machinery and labor. She would commit herself to what in that era was referred to as the wages-fund theory.
She would defend the right of workers to unionize and to go on strike. She would write boldly in favor of the
Poor Laws.
In this year she also produced religious books such as DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES FOR THE USE OF YOUNG
PERSONS and ADDRESSES FOR THE USE OF FAMILIES.
John Nelson Darby was elevated to the priesthood in the Church of England and assigned a curacy in remote
County Wicklow, Ireland. There, by Darby’s own account, due to the effectiveness of his ministrations,
Catholic peasants would be “becoming protestants at the rate of 600 to 800 a week.”

What a fisherman this guy was! –I bet he could sell iceboxes to Eskimos!
THE RAPTURE
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In England, the custom of preaching a sermon in the prison chapel of the Newgate Prison/Old Bailey complex
on the Sunday before the execution of a prisoner, and charging a shilling a head to see the condemned person
seated next to his coffin to endure this sermon, was at this point being discontinued. Lord knows why.8

WOMEN HANGED IN ENGLAND DURING 1826
Date

Name

16/01

Mary Carn

28/04

Joanna Lovett

Age

30

Place of execution

Crime

Newgate

Murder

Tralee

Murder of husband
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William Purvis died and his 15-year-old or 16-year-old almost-white son Robert Purvis inherited a fortune of
$120,000 (in today’s money, the equivalent would be ample to make the lad “a multimillionaire”).

8. The first capital punishment enactments of which we have written record date to the legal code of King Hammurabi of Babylon,
in the 18th Century BCE, which had specified the penalty of death for 25 distinct offenses. This had been carried forward in the
14th Century BCE in the Hittite code of laws, which also made use of capital punishment, and in the 7th Century BCE, in the legal
code implemented by Draco of Athens, which had specified that the penalty was to be the same, capital punishment, for any crime
regardless of what it was (this had been, of course, truly Draconian). In this century, the Roman Law of the Twelve Tablets also
made use of capital punishment. Death might be by crucifixion, by burning alive, by being beaten to death, by drowning, or by
impalement. In the 10th Century, the British code of laws had also made use of capital punishment, although the usual method of
execution was hanging. The arrival of William the Bastard, become William the Conqueror, in the 11th Century, meant no capital
punishment whatever of any of his British subjects, regardless of their crime, except in time of war. During the reign of King Henry
VIII over England, however, we infer that as many as 72,000 people were executed. The common methods of execution in Henry’s
time were boiling, burning at the stake, hanging, beheading, and drawing and quartering. Treason was a capital offense — and the
crime of trahison might extend even to whispering a jest about the monarch, or failing to raise one’s glass during a toast, or having
sex with a prince’s nursemaid. For a non-Jew to marry a Jew was a capital offense. For an arrested person to refuse to confess to a
crime meant that the penalty, if found guilty, regardless of the offense, was to be death. In subsequent centuries, the English
lawmakers had continued to add to the list of crimes punishable by death. By the 1700s, 222 crimes were punishable by death in
Britain, and this including stealing, the unauthorized cutting down of a tree, and pilfering from someone else’s rabbit warren.
Because they knew that a conviction meant an execution, where they did not consider the culprit’s offense to be that serious many
juries of Englishmen would issue a verdict of “not proven.” In response to this tendency, from 1823 to 1837 the lawmakers of
England would be removing the penalty of death from more than 100 of the 222 crimes that had previously involved mandatory
capital punishment.
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This was the year of the Swiss educator Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’s SCHWANENGESANG (SWAN SONG):
Life itself educates.

The Reverend Henry C. Wright became the regular minister in West Newbury, near Newburyport,
Massachusetts, at a salary of $350 per year.
I have to figure out how to deal with a sentence that the Reverend Waldo Emerson included in a letter to Mary
Moody Emerson during this year (LETTERS, Volume I, page 127):
It is one of the feelings of modern philosophy, that it is wrong
to regard ourselves so much in a historical light as we do,
putting Time between God [and?] us; and that it were better to
account every moment of the existence of the Universe as a new
Creation, and all as a revelation proceeding each moment from
the Divinity to the mind of the observer.
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Leave out of this sentence the construal of the universe as a revelation rather than a gift, leave out entirely the
“ideology” that the world consists of a message, an intellectual communication of truth from one mind to
another, consider the invention of a series of moments of which “each moment” is but one in a series to be
merely an unfortunate acceptance of conventional terminology, and — is there not a residue here, of
Thoreauvian immediate contact between God and us?
(I would say not, because the Thoreauvian attitude toward time requires the unreality not only of the past but
also of the future, whereas the only temporality that Emerson ever renounces as illusory is past time.)
Waldo’s understanding of the nature of eternity was entirely trivial. Eternity was for him merely a very long
period of time free of the defect of change: “Now the eternity of physical nature is but a metaphor of speech;
an occasional comparison between the longevity of nature and man’s momentary life. For in fact the whole
period of the material universe may be but a span of time considered in relation to the existence of mind....
[Study] the secrets of that universal and immortal Kingdom which alone will survive this fair and perishable
World” (JOURNALS AND MISCELLANEOUS NOTEBOOKS, 1960-1982, Volume II, page 130). It is clear that in
this conception eternity is merely for him that portion of temporal duration before change began and after
change will end. He loved the clarity of this “eternity” merely because he feared change and the confusion and
loss caused by changefulness. Which is to say, his thought in this matter is entirely without sophistication.
Friend Elias Hicks and his cousin Friend Edward Hicks the painter visited the Friends meetings of New York,
preaching:9
It is a dreadful crisis, the spiritual Jerusalem seems
to be invested from every side.... If there were less
tattling and scribbling, and more praying, there would
be happiness among us.
In this year occurred the first recorded public use of the sarcastic phrase “get religion” in America.
–And the chasm within Quakerism which would lead to the Great Split was widening as more and more
people “just weren’t getting it” (to employ an idiom new to the 1990s).
Here is an example of the “tattling and scribbling” that was being preached against by Friend Elias. In this
year an anonymous 16-page pamphlet was being issued in Philadelphia, entitled AN EXPOSE OF SOME OF THE
MISREPRESENTATIONS CONTAINED IN A PAMPHLET, ENTITLED A LETTER FROM A FRIEND IN AMERICA TO
LUKE HOWARD, OF TOTTENHAM, NEAR LONDON. This pamphlet is attributed to “a Friend in America” and
describes itself as a response to the pamphlet by “Luke Howard, of Tottenham, near London,” LETTER TO A
FRIEND IN AMERICA ... UPON A TREATISE WRITTEN BY JOB SCOTT, ENTITLED “SALVATION BY CHRIST.” (In
this year Friend Luke Howard was preparing for publication in London by W. Phillips a volume entitled
GLEANINGS, MORAL AND RELIGIOUS, FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS / BY JOHN KENDALL [1726-1815], by selecting
and arranging passages from that author’s manuscript collections.)

HOWARD PUBLICATIONS
In a halfhearted duel between Secretary of State Henry Clay and Senator John Randolph, both men missed
during the first exchange of shots. Lord knows why. After reloading, the two federal officials fired again, and
this time Senator Randolph’s coat was struck by a bullet. “You owe me a coat, Mr. Clay,” Randolph
commented, and with this humor the duo considered their duel to be done and over with, and they shook hands.
(It is not on record, whether Randolph ever obtained that new coat.)
9. SERMON DELIVERED BY ELIAS HICKS AND EDWARD HICKS IN FRIENDS MEETINGS IN NEW YORK.
New York, 1825, pages 50-51.
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The Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company was established in Concord.
Concord was not represented on the General Court. However, John Keyes and Samuel Hoar, Jr. were Senators.
In Concord, Jonathan Hildreth continued as a Selectman.
During the construction of the Orthodox church in Concord, one of the workmen, named Stiles, fell while
putting up the lightning rod and died.
Representatives of Carlisle to the General court of Massachusetts (not represented in 1828-1829):
Deacon Ephraim Robbins

1807-1808

Reverend Paul Litchfield

1808-1811

Captain Timothy Heald

1812-1813

Captain Thomas Heald

1815

Jonathan Heald, Jr., Esq.

1816

John Heald, Esq.

1818, 1821, 1823

Dr. John Nelson

1824

John Heald, Esq.

1826-1827, 1830

Town Clerks of Carlisle
Zebulon Spaulding

1780-1784.

Asa Parlin

1785-1802; 1806-’8.

John Jacobs

1803, 1809-’12, 1826.

Jonathan Heald

1804, 1805.

Jonathan Heald, Jr.

’13, ’14, ’18-’20.

John Heald

’15-’17, ’21-’25, ’27-’29.

Cyrus Heald

1829-———.

Bill of Mortality: No records were kept, by which to form a bill
of mortality [in Carlisle], before 1800. From that date to 1826,
the Rev. Mr. Litchfield regularly recorded the deaths as they
took place. From these records the following facts are obtained.
The total number of deaths in these 27 years is 334, about 13,
or one in 50 of the inhabitants annually; the aggregate amount
of ages is 11600, and the mean average 34 3/4 nearly. The least
average age was 15, in 1808; and the greatest 58, in 1826. Of
these 334 deaths, 58 died under the age of 1 year, 44 between 1
and 5; 17 between 5 and 10, 18 between 10 and 20; 29 between 20
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and 30; 23 between 30 and 40, 20 between 40 and 50; 36 between
50 and 60; 20 between 60 and 70; 30 between 70 and 80; 26 between
80 and 90; and 13 between 90 and 100. The proportion of males
to females, who died from 90 and upwards was as 6 to 7; and 80
to 90, as 11 to 15. By this it appears that 1 in 20 nearly arrive
to the age of 90; 1 in 9 to 80; 1 in 5 to 70; 1 in 4 to 60; and
1 in 3 to 50. One fifth nearly, die under 1 year, and one third
under 2 years. It appears from a careful examination of the
records that the month in which the least number of deaths
occurred was May, and the greatest, in October. 23 died in
January, 23 in February, 22 in March, 37 in April, 19 in May,
22 in June, 22 in July, 32 in August, 35 in September, 41 in
October, 33 in November, and 25 in December. In 1817, fourteen
died of the disentery, 10 of whom were under 5 years. In 1819,
of those under 1 year, 8 died. In 1821, the canker rash prevailed
and was fatal to many. I subjoin a few remarkable instances of
longevity which may interest some readers.10

Died

Name

Age

April 19, 1800

Jon. Spaulding

95

June 28, 1803

the widow of S. Fletcher

94

September 11, 1807

the widow of R. Heald

90

April 4, 1808

the widow of E. Nichols

94

February 5, 1810

the widow of L. Spaulding

93

December 22, 1812

Joseph Barrett

91

November 30, 1816

John Waters

98

April 28, 1817

the widow of M. Parker

93

September 23, 1819

Amos Kidder

90

December 5, 1821

the widow of R. Monroe

99

January 21, 1815

William Wilson

94

January 10, 1826

Isaac Wilkins

92

November 17, 1826

the widow of L. Russell

95

Concord’s Orthodox meeting-house was constructed, making it much more convenient to “get it” in Concord:

10.

July 20, 1859: … P. M.–To Eddy Bridge.
Abel Hosmer says that the Turnpike Company did not fulfill their engagement to build a new bridge over the

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Assabet in 1807; that the present stone bridge was not built till about the time the Orthodox meeting-house was
built. (That was in 1826.) Benjamin says it was built soon after the meeting-house, or perhaps 1827, and was
placed some fifty feet higher up-stream than the old wooden one.

CONCORD

ZOOM
MAP

According to Alfred Munroe’s CONCORD AND THE TELEGRAPH (22 pages, read before the Concord
Antiquarian Society on January 6, 1902), in this year Harrison Gray Dyar of Concord preceded the portrait
painter Samuel F.B. Morse by many, many years in the invention of the electric telegraph in America, in that
allegedly he and his brother Joseph strung a bare iron wire from tree to tree a half-mile along the “Causeway”
in Concord, Massachusetts (this would later be called Lowell Road, and Red Bridge Road). According to
Colonel William Whiting of Concord, they strung the wire over the Concord River at Hunt’s Bridge all the
way to the Curtis residence. They employed apothecary vials as glass insulators.

The sparks generated by the electrical current were recorded at the destination on a spool of moistened litmus
paper that was being revolved mechanically by a clockwork apparatus. Sparks left red marks on the litmus
paper, marks that could be interpreted to indicate letters of the alphabet.
A monument to the memory of the Reverend William Emerson was erected in Concord.
The Rev. WILLIAM EMERSON, son of the Rev. Joseph Emerson, of Malden,
was born May 21, 1743, and graduated at Harvard College in 1761.
His father was the son of Edward Emerson of Chelmsford, and
grandson of the Rev. Joseph Emerson of Mendon, who married a
daughter of the Rev. Edward Bulkeley, and died in Concord,
January 3, 1680. His mother was a daughter of the Rev. Samuel
Moody of York. The Rev. Joseph Emerson of Pepperell, and John
Emerson of Conway, were his brothers. The Rev. William Emerson
was pastor of the church in Concord about ten years. His ardent
love for his country, as a “high son of liberty,” prevailed on
him to contribute, by his intellectual and personal services at
home and abroad, in the great conflict of the American
Revolution. On the 16th of August, 1776, he left his people with
their consent, his church, his friends and all the endearments
of domestic life, to join the army at Ticonderoga as chaplain.
He continued in office till advised by his physicians to resign
on account of ill health, and was discharged by General Gates,
September 18. He commenced his return home, but, his disease
increasing, he could not proceed. He stopped at the Rev. Benajah
Root’s, of Rutland, on Otter Creek, where he remained suffering
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under a severe bilious fever, till his death, which took place
at 5 o’clock on Sunday morning, October 20, at the age of 33.
He was interred there with the honors of war by a detachment
from Colonel Vandyke’s regiment, commanded by Major Shepard. His
last sickness was borne with great composure, resignation, and
Christian fortitude. He often spoke of the endearing kindness
of his people toward him, and the pleasure he should enjoy, if
it were the will of God, to give him opportunity to show his
gratitude by exerting himself more vigorously for their good.
When the hour of dissolution seemed to be near, he appeared like
one waiting “to depart and be with Christ.” The regret, apparent
in all existing records, that he should be prematurely cut off
in his promising career of usefulness, evinces the esteem of the
society of which he was pastor. Mr. Emerson’s personal
appearance was pleasing and prepossessing; his manners familiar
and gentlemanly; his conversation communicative and facetious,
though not inconsistent with his ministerial character; in his
preaching he was popular, eloquent, persuasive, and devotional,
adapting himself, with remarkable ease, to all circumstance and
occasions; and his doctrine was evangelical. “Fervency of
spirit,” ardent zeal, love of his profession and his people,
characterized all his performances. A monument was erected by
the town to his memory in 1826, on which his character is
delineated as “enthusiastic, eloquent, affectionate, and pious;
he loved his family, his people, his God, and his country. And
to this last he yielded the cheerful sacrifice of his life.”
Mr. Emerson married Phebe, daughter of the Rev. Daniel Bliss,
August 21, 1766, by whom he had William (noticed among the
college graduates), Hannah Bliss, Phebe, Mary Moody, and
Rebecca. His widow married the Rev. Ezra Ripley, November 16,
1780, and died, February 16, 1825, aged 83, having had by him
two sons and a daughter.11
The town bell that Concord had procured from England in 1789 was replaced in this year by another one,
weighing 1,572 pounds.
In 1667, a new meeting-house was ordered to be built, to stand
between the present house and Deacon Jarvis’s. It was nearly
square and had a gallery. The lower floor had a few pews on the
out side; and the remainder was filled with seats. The roof was
square and ornamented with four projections on the sides,
resembling luthern windows or gable ends, having a window in
each. In the centre was a “turret,” or cupola, in which the bell
was hung. On the spire was a vane in which was cut “1673,” the
date of the completion of the house.

11. The Rev. Ralph Waldo Emerson of Boston kindly loaned me a concise private journal kept by his grandfather, from
January, 1775 to August, 1776; and several letters to his wife written at Cambridge and at the Northward; which, beside
detailing some important historical facts, are remarkable for their easy, sprightly style. The Rev. Mr. Roots addressed a
letter to the church, giving an account of his last sickness. A notice of his character appeared in the Boston Gazette, November
4, 1776.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Arrangements were made in 1710, after several meeting and
considerable discussion, for building another house. It was 60
feet long, 50 wide, and 28 “stud”; had no pews till some time
after it was built, and then only by special vote of the town,
as a favor to distinguished individuals; two galleries; no
porches nor turret; and was completed in 1712 at an expense of
£608. This house was several times repaired. In 1749 pews were
built around the lower floor, and some in the lower gallery.
January 31, 1791, the town voted to enlarge and repair the house
in its present [1835] form. It is 72 feet long, 50 wide, and 28
high; and has three porches, a spire 90 feet high, and square
pews on the lower floor, and by the walls in the gallery.
Builders, Abner Wheeler and Reuben Bryant; expense, £924. It was
dedicated January 24, 1792, when the Rev. Dr. Ripley preached a
sermon, which was printed.12
Francis Jeffrey rebutted phrenology in the Edinburgh Review.
During this year and the following one, Sir William Hamilton would be engaging in a controversy over
phrenology with Drs. George Combe and Johann Gaspar Spurzheim.
In Concord, New Hampshire, Lewis Downing, Senior commenced the manufacture of chaises, but did not find
sufficient demand for them to make this a leading feature of his business. He commenced also the manufacture
of coaches, and it was the popularity of these that would make the name of the firm of Downing and Abbot.
He went to Salem MA and hired J. Stephens Abbot, then a journeyman coach body maker who had learned
his trade with and was at work for Mr. Frothingham, a somewhat celebrated coachmaker, to come to Concord
and build three coach bodies. Abbot arrived on Christmas Eve.
Until 1829, Thomas Chandler Haliburton would represent Annapolis County in the Nova Scotia House of
Assembly.
131 vessels were built in this year in the province of Nova Scotia, the tonnage of which added up to 15,535
tons. 456 vessels of all sorts were registered. For the entire province (exclusive of Cape Breton) there were
1,031 vessels with a tonnage adding up to 52, 779, navigated by 3,407 men and boys. The first regatta was
held at Halifax. £1,000 was voted by the Assembly, and £4,508 8 a. 9 d. was subscribed by the inhabitants in
aid of the sufferers by the great fire at Mirimachi, &c., whose loss amounted to £227,713 19 s. 8 d. The
influenza, which prevailed throughout North America, was severely felt in this province. The townships of
Dorchester, Arisaig, St. Andrew’s, and Tracadie, in the county of Sydney, were laid out.
The expedition of John Franklin was out there somewhere, in what is now Canada and Alaska.
THE FROZEN NORTH

12. Ibid.
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Charles Follen had been offering demonstrations of a new discipline, gymnastics, that had been being made
popular in Europe by the gymnast Friedrich Ludwig Jahn (1778-1852), known universally as “Father Jahn.”
Follen and Francis Lieber, true believers in the maxim “a sound mind in a sound body,” had been the 1st to
introduce gymnastic training in Boston. In this year, with the assistance of Charles Beck, Follen established
at Harvard College the 1st college gymnasium in the United States (one may well suppose that after a good
workout, the fellow would pause somewhere in the Harvard vicinity for a few rounds of beer).

In a contemporary drawing by G. Tytler we see members of the London Gymnastic Society exercising at their
open-air gymnasium in Pentonville — they are using parallel bars, climbing ropes, engaging in tugs-of-war,
wrestling, and doing individual and partner-assisted stretches.
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The Zoological Society of London was founded.
In London, construction began on what is now Caledonian Road
(at the time it was referred to as Chalk Road).
In London, Farringdon Market opened.
The last lottery of London.
In London, the Carlton House was demolished.
In London in this year, a map of the city was in preparation:

Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s THE LAST MAN, an account of the future destruction of the human race
by a plague.
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Edwin Forrest was back from the Wild West, where he had been wielding a Bowie knife given to him by Jim
Bowie himself, challenging people on paddle steamers to knife fights, etc. His ultra-manly performances at
the Park Theatre in New-York in the lead role of William Shakespeare’s Othello were propelling him into a
then unparalleled career of critical success and public renown. His loud jingoism was making him especially
popular with a certain type of America-Firster theater buff. Privately, Forrest was hanging out with a Choctaw
named Push-ma-ta-ha whose savage body he very much admired. He very much enjoyed getting out into the
woods with his friend and persuading him to strip and parade naked at night around their campfire. Of course,
this was all strictly business, homoerotics were not involved, for the artist was simply preparing himself to
enrich his stage presence as the sachem Metacom of the Wampanoag and the prototype of a new type on the
world stage, the American Ultramanly Man.

METAMORA
Between this year and 1849, Dr. Thaddeus William Harris and Catherine Holbrook Harris would be having
like a dozen children, one of whom would die in infancy. In Cambridge, this family resided on Dunster Street,
then on Linden Street, then on Holyoke Place. Contact with William Dandridge Peck would be leading Dr.
Harris toward an interest in natural history — particularly, Entomology.
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Volumes III and IV of the Reverend William Kirby’s and William Spence, Esq.’s AN INTRODUCTION TO
ENTOMOLOGY; OR ELEMENTS OF THE NATURAL HISTORY OF INSECTS. ILLUSTRATED WITH COLOURED PLATES
(London: Printed for Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, Paternoster Row).

INTRODUCTION TO ENTOM...
INTRODUCTION TO ENTOM...
Henry Thoreau would borrow the four volumes of the 1846 Philadelphia edition from the library of the Society
of Natural History in Boston, and eventually would come to have in his personal library an 1856 1-volume
fine-print (unabridged) London 7th edition.

THOREAU’S 7TH EDITION
An English captain, Peter Dillon, found evidence of the Jean-François de Galoup tragedy. On Tikopia, one of
the islands of Santa Cruz, he bought some swords he had reason to believe had belonged to La Pérouse. He
made enquiries, and found that they came from nearby Vanikoro where two big ships had broken up. Dillon
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managed to obtain a ship in Bengal and sailed for Vanikoro where he discovered cannon balls, anchors, and
other evidence of the remains of ships in water between coral reefs. He would bring several of these artifacts
back to Europe, and Thoreau would reference this famous wreck:
WALDEN: I have always endeavored to acquire strict business
habits; they are indispensable to every man. If your trade is with
the Celestial Empire, then some small counting house on the coast,
in some Salem harbor, will be fixture enough. You will export such
articles as the country affords, purely native products, much ice
and pine timber and a little granite, always in native bottoms.
These will be good ventures. To oversee all the details yourself
in person; to be at once pilot and captain, and owner
and underwriter; to buy and sell and keep the accounts; to read
every letter received, and write or read every letter sent;
to superintend the discharge of imports night and day; to be upon
many parts of the coast almost at the same time; –often the
richest freight will be discharged upon a Jersey shore;– to be
your own telegraph, unweariedly sweeping the horizon, speaking
all passing vessels bound coastwise; to keep up a steady despatch
of commodities, for the supply of such a distant and exorbitant
market; to keep yourself informed of the state of the markets,
prospects of war and peace every where, and anticipate the
tendencies of trade and civilization, –taking advantage of the
results of all exploring expeditions, using new passages and all
improvements in navigation;– charts to be studied, the position
of reefs and new lights and buoys to be ascertained, and ever,
and ever, the logarithmic tables to be corrected, for by the error
of some calculator the vessel often splits upon a rock that should
have reached a friendly pier, –there is the untold fate of La
Perouse;– universal science to be kept pace with, studying the
lives of all great discoverers and navigators, great adventurers
and merchants, from Hanno and the Phoenicians down to our day;
in fine, account of stock to be taken from time to time, to know
how you stand. It is a labor to task the faculties of a man, –
such problems of profit and loss, of interest, of tare and tret,
and gauging of all kinds in it, as demand a universal knowledge.
JEAN-FRANÇOIS DE GALOUP

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN
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M. René-Théophile-Hycinthe Laënnec, the researcher who had who had invented the stethoscope and who
had first recognized various forms of tuberculosis as a single disease, died a TB victim at the age of 45.
Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin, pianist and composer, at the age of 16, began to show signs of that disease.
A man of good will, François Péron, died of that disease.

Presumably, however good his intentions, it had been he who had, when his party landed at Port Cygnet in
Tasmania in 1802, carried to the 5,000 residents of this island the bacillus for tuberculosis which alone had
been the death of so many of them (the ones, that is, who had not been gunned down in cold blood).

Native Tasmanians
1802

5,000

1830

300

1847

47

1854

16

1876

0

The 19th Century would be becoming the age of the cigar. England was at this point importing 26 pounds of
cigars per year but the cigar would be becoming so popular that by four years hence, it would be importing
250,000 pounds per year. In this year the chemical nicotine, named for the French enthusiast Nicot, was first
obtained from tobacco in a purified form.
The attorney at law James Mason was elected to represent Frederick County in the Virginia House of
Delegates.
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Joseph Emerson Worcester’s ELEMENTS OF HISTORY, ANCIENT AND MODERN.

2d edition of Alexander von Humboldt’s ANSICHEN DER NATUR book of essays.

In the last volume of his unfinished PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF TRAVELS TO THE EQUINOCTIAL REGIONS,
Humboldt delivered himself of his radical political opinions in POLITICAL ESSAY ON THE ISLAND OF CUBA.
In the following year his patron, King Frederick William III, would on account of this explosive radicalism
force Humboldt to return from Paris to Berlin.
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Bronson Alcott expressed his educational ideas in his journals in a series of “maxims” which have now been
selected and independently listed as below — some of these musings, we are forced to acknowledge, are
astonishingly progressive:

GENERAL MAXIMS
by which to regulate the Instructor’s Practice,
in Instruction
To teach, with a sense of the accountableness of the profession.
To teach, with reference to Eternity.
To teach, as an agent of the Great Instructor.
To teach, depending on the Devine blessing for success.
To teach, as the former of character, and the promoter of the
collective happiness of man.
To teach, to subserve the great cause of philanthropy,
and benevolence.
To teach, distinctive from all sinister, sectarian,
and oppressive principles.
To teach, with charitable feelings toward all rational
and animal beings.
To teach, distinct from prejudice, from veneration of Antiquity,
and from excess of novelty.
To teach, to improve the Sciences of Instruction, and of the
mind.
To teach, duly appreciating the importance of the profession.
To teach, unawed by the clamours of ignorance, yet governed
by the dictates of wisdom.
To teach nothing, merely from subservience to custom.
To teach with unremitted solicitude, and faithfulness.
To teach, appreciating the value of the being to whom
Instruction is given.
To teach, regarding the matter as well as the manner
of Instruction.
To teach that alone, which is useful.
To teach, in imitation of the Savior.
To teach, by exact, uniform, example.
To teach in the Inductive method.
To teach gradually, and understandingly, by the shortest steps,
from the more easy and known, to the more difficult and unknown.
Teach by the exercise of Reason.
Teach, illustrating by sensible and tangible objects.
To teach, by clear, and copious Explanation.
To teach, by a strict adherence to System.
To teach, by simple, and plain unambiguous language.
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To teach, by short, and perfectly obtained Lessons.
To teach, by Encouragement.
Teach but one thing at the same time.
Teach interestingly.
Teach principally a knowledge of things, not of words: of ideas, not names.
To teach, by consulting in the arrangement of lessons, that
proportion of variety, which is adapted to the genius and habits
of the young mind.
To teach, by keeping curiosity awake.
To teach nothing that pupils can teach themselves.
To teach, as much as possible by Analysis.
To teach, by exciting a laudable ambition for excellence,
guarding against its opposite.
To teach, endeavoring to make pupils feel their importance,
by the prophetic hope placed in their conduct.
To teach, endeavoring to preserve the understanding from
implicit belief, and to secure the habit of independence of
thought and feeling.
To teach, endeavoring to invigorate and bring into exercise all
the intellectual and moral and physical powers.
To teach, attempting to associate with literature the idea
of pleasure.
To teach, attempting to induce the laudable ambition
of progressive improvement.
To teach, consulting the feelings of scholars.
To teach with animation and interest.
To teach, by furnishing constant, useful, and as much as
possible pleasing employment.
To teach, treating pupils with uniform familiarity,
and patience, and with the greatest kindness, tenderness,
and respect.
To teach, by cultivation the moral, and sympathize feelings
of affections.
Teach, by consulting the collective happiness of the School.
Teach by persuasion, not by coercion.
To teach, by Comparison, and Contrast.
To teach, by allusion to familiar objects and occurrences.
To teach, without Indolence, and Discouragement.
To teach pupils to teach themselves.
Teach, by intermingling Questions with Instruction.
To teach, with relation to the practical business of life.
To teach, endeavoring to fix things in the understanding reacher
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than the words in the memory.
To teach, without bringing pupils in comparison with
one another, or touching the spring of personal emulation.
To teach, with reference to Habit.
To teach, with Independence.
David George Goyder’s A TREATISE ON THE MANAGEMENT OF INFANT SCHOOLS (London: Thomas Goyder).
P.L.H. Higgins’s AN EXPOSITION OF THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THE INFANT SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS
CONDUCTED (London: Thomas Goyder).13
The following is from James G. Carter’s ESSAYS ON POPULAR EDUCATION, published in Boston in this year:
It will be convenient to point out the faults of [public
secondary education] under the following heads; first the
“Summer Free Schools,” which are generally, taught in the
country towns for a few months in the warm season of the year
by females; and second, the “Winter Free Schools,” which are
taught by men, commonly, for a shorter period, during the cold
season. Children of both sexes of from four to ten or twelve
years, usually attend these primary summer schools, and females
often to a much later age.... What has been done [towards the
advancement of education in this age group]? Nothing at all,
absolutely nothing at all, even in our best schools. This period
is vitally important as it regards the cultivation of the heart
and the affections. What has been done here? Chance and illdirected efforts make up all the education, which we have
received or are giving to our children in the schools in this
department.
“The teachers of the primary summer schools have
rarely had any education beyond what they have acquired in the
very schools where they begin to teach.... This is the only
service, in which we venture to employ young, and often,
ignorant persons, without some previous instruction in their
appropriate duties.... We would not buy a coat or a hat of one,
who should undertake to make them without a previous
apprenticeship. Nor would anyone have the hardihood to offer to
us the result of his first essay in manufacturing either of these
articles.... Yet we commit our children to be educated to those,
who know nothing, absolutely nothing, of the complicated and
difficult duties assigned to them.... any one keeps school, ...
who wishes to do it, and can persuade, by herself, or her
friends, a small district to employ her. And this is not a very
difficult matter, especially when the [pay] is so very trifling.
The farce of an examination and a certificate from the minister
of the town, for it is a perfect farce, amounts to no efficient
check upon the obtrusions of ignorance and inexperience. As no
standard if fixed by law, each minister makes a standard for
himself, and alters it as often as the peculiar circumstances
of the case require. [regarding the free winter schools,
generally taught by young men.] The young man, who lays down his
axe and aspires to take up the “rod” and rule in a village

13. These two, plus Brown’s ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE HUMAN MIND, and books by William Wilson, and Samuel Wilderspin,
were studied by Bronson Alcott in preparation for his infant school.
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school, has, usually, in common with other young men, a degree
of dignity and self-complacency, which it is dangerous ... And
when he comes to his minister, sustained by his own influence
in the parish, and that of a respectable father and perhaps a
large family of friends, and asks of him the legal
[certification to teach], it is a pretty delicate matter to
refuse it.
Zadock Lew, well-known musician, died without a will and his property was sold at auction.
Salmon Portland Chase graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth College and his 1st job was running a
private school for boys in Washington DC. At the same he studied for the law under the father of a student,
US Attorney General William Wirt. Although he had wished to practice law in Washington, Chase could not
meet the residency requirement.

Two brothers, Samuel and David Collins, converted an old smithy/gristmill/sawmill on the Farmington River
in “Collinsville,” Connecticut into a factory for the manufacture of edged tools. The manufacture of ax-heads
had previously been a piecework operation, done onesy-twosy, and one ax per day per qualified blacksmith
was considered an accepted production standard. Within two years the Collins Ax Company would be
producing 8 axes per day per semi-skilled day laborer. The iron was brought down from the Salisbury Iron
District to the west in wagons. Since in this factory the work of manufacturing ax heads was divided for
efficiency into sub-tasks and some workmen did nothing all day but stand at a water-powered grindstone in
an atmosphere of steel dust without ventilation, these workers would be afflicted as never before with a
commonly fatal disease they knew as “grinder’s lung.” The Collins brothers took ample precautions, however,
to ensure that none of their employees or any of the families of their town should be tempted by the demon of
spiritous liquor.
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Thomas Drummond of the Royal Engineers managed to produce a steady, powerful beam of light which could
be mounted in light-houses by applying a method, originated by Goldsworthy Gurney at the Royal Institution,
of burning small balls of lime in a mixture of oxygen gas and hydrogen gas. Once this “Drummond Light”
was in operation for navigation on the seacoasts, it didn’t take genius to imagine its usefulness in the theater,
where it came to be referred to as “the limelight.” By thus replacing the Argand lamp, it was possible to use
projected transparencies to illustrate lectures even when they were attended by upwards of 2,000 people.
So now, Earth itself is a beacon in space:

At Harvard Divinity School, the following young white gentlemen commenced their studies:
Stephen Alfred Barnard (A.B. Brown University)
Horatio Alger, Sr.
David Hatch Barlow
Stephen A. Barnard
William Barry
Washington Gilbert
Hersey Bradford Goodwin
Willard Newell
Cazneau Palfrey
William S. Prentiss
George Whitney

NEW “HARVARD MEN”
(George Washington Hosmer would also go on into this school — but he is not listed as having begun
immediately.)
George Washington Hosmer; A.M.; Grad. Div. S. 1830; S.T.D. 1853;
Prof. Past. Care, Meadville Theol. S. (Pa.); Prof. Hist. and
Ethics, Antioch (O.); President, Antioch 1866-1873
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In early years of the Divinity School, there were no formal class graduations as students would be in the habit
of studying there for varying periods until they obtained an appropriate offer to enter a pulpit.
According to Dr. Edward Jarvis’s TRADITIONS AND REMINISCENCES OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 17791878, this was the year of the death of his mother:
My parents were married in 1793. My father had been successful
in his business and bought the house very near to and north of
the meetinghouses, where they lived until my mother died in
1826, and until my father moved to the Col. Buttrick farm, north
of the river, in 1832.

In this year Jarvis, son of the Concord baker and farmer Deacon Francis Jarvis, graduated from Harvard
College. Jerome Napoleon Bonaparte II, a descendant of Napoleon Bonaparte’s youngest brother and a
Catholic, and George Washington Hosmer, son of the Concord farmer Deacon Cyrus Hosmer, also graduated.
EDWARD JARVIS [of Concord], son of Deacon Francis Jarvis was
grad[uated at Harvard in] 1826. He studied physic and practised
at Northfield but removed to Concord in 1832.14
GEORGE WASHINGTON HOSMER [of Concord], son of Cyrus Hosmer, was
graduated [at Harvard] in 1826, and at Cambridge Theological
School [Harvard Divinity School] in 1829. He was ordained at
Northfield June 9, 1830.15
During this year and the following one, Jarvis would be teaching in the old schoolhouse in beautiful downtown
Concord:
The old schoolhouse, as I first knew it, was of wood, two stories
high, and 30 by 40 feet. It stood where now stands the engine
house, next to the house of Mr. W[illia]m Heard. The school room
was in the second story, 30 feet square. The door opened in
front, upon and open floor, about 9 feet wide which ran to the
Master’s desk, on the opposite end. On each side the floor was
raised on an inclined plane from the level floor in the centre
to the wall on each side. There were four rows of seats for the
accommodation of ten scholars in each row. The end seats against
14. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
15. Ibid.
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the wall were single and between these were four pairs of seats
for two each with alleys running between the seats to the back
or upper seats. Every seat had a box with a lifting lid. The
architecture and joining of the room was coarse and imperfect
and commanded little respect from the boys. Many boys had a lock
on their boxes with the idle fear that their books were unsafe.
Some boys had two locks on their boxes of which they were very
proud, and one boy had three locks on his box. These duplicate
locks gave their owners great satisfaction, and [upon] coming
in, they took out their keys from their pockets and
ostentatiously turned the locks and opened their boxes
apparently thinking that thereby they manifested their
superiority to other (and little) boys who had no locks. If the
boy changed his seat or left the school, he took off his locks
and left the box much cut in front. Very many boys had pocket
knives, which they freely used cutting paper on their boxes,
thus the boxes became very much scratched. Some cut out their
initials and some their entire names on their boxes, so that the
lids became so rough that it was not always easy to write without
several layers of paper laid on the box. Even the seats were
subject to the wanton depredations of the boys’ pocket
knives.... The room below was used as [a] woman’s school, and
it was here that, as spoken of before, the Master taught dancing.
There was a bell in the belfry to notify the scholars the time
for school hours. This building was burned in the winter of 181920, having caught from the stove, and another was built of the
same size and on the same place of brick with the school room
below and Masonic hall above. There was no ventilation nor means
of purifying the air in any schoolhouse in Concord in my early
day, nor even as late as 1837, when I was on the school
committee. Then the most painful part of my official visits was
in breathing the foul and oppressive atmosphere of the school
room. The grammar school room was 30 ft. square and about 10 ft.
high, making 9000 cubic feet. There were seats for 80 scholars.
The district schoolhouses were about 20 ft. to 25 feet square
and 8 feet high. They offered 3000 to 5000 feet of air for 30
to 50 children. When they entered the house, the air was fresh
and healthy. But as the air became foul, it vitiated their
sensibility, and neither they nor their teachers perceived the
difference and did not complain. But when one entered from the
fresh air abroad into this corrupted atmosphere it was very
oppressive and offensive. It must have been equally injurious
to those who had been in it and breathed it during the hours of
the school session.

The first town School [in Acton] was kept in 1741, when it was
voted to have a “reading, writing, and moving school for six
months.” In 1743 a similar one was established and £18 old tenor,
equal to about £3 lawful money, was raised for its support.
Whether this afforded the only means of education does not
appear. It is probable some schools might have been supported
by private subscription. Several youth, as was then customary,
resorted to the clergyman, for their education. People, however,
enjoyed few other opportunities than were afforded in their own
families. In 1760, the town [of Acton] was divided into six
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school districts, and in 1771 into seven. In 1797 the town [of
Acton] was divided into four districts, East, West, South, and
Middle, and several new houses were built. This division has
since been continued. The money is divided among the districts
in proportion to the taxes. From the return made to the state
in 1826, it appears, that the aggregate time of keeping the
schools was 28 months, and that they were attended by 412 pupils,
of whom 227 were males, and 185 females. 139 were under 7 years
of age, 160 from 7 to 14, and 113 from 14 upwards.16

According to Jarvis, there were different attitudes about the ways to improve the comprehension
of schoolboys:
In the purpose then of exercising his proper authority when he
began school, every master armed himself with a ferule. This was
an instrument of mahogany, walnut, oak, maple or thin strong
wood, eighteen to twenty-four inches long, one and a half to two
inches wide, three-eights to four-eights inches thick. For each
of my four winter schools and my town school in Concord, I
provided myself with this instrument of discipline. The ferule
was used by striking the boy on the palm of the hand, which,
like the Turkish bastinade on the sole of the feet, inflicts
very great suffering. There were other means of punishment
resorted to by various masters to whom I will refer hereafter.
When the master came into the school daily, he took out and laid
upon his desk such books and other matters as he wanted,
including the ferule, which was plainly, conspicuously on the
desk in sight of the scholars.... In earlier times of this (and
in the last) century, there were traditions of masters being
turned out of the schoolhouse by combinations of the larger and
insubordinate boys. I never heard of such an instance in
Concord; nevertheless feruling, and flogging, and other means
of punishment which we should now call cruel, were resorted to
as means of government during all my experience as a scholar....
My earliest recollection was of Elijah F. Paige, who graduated
at Cambridge in 1810 and came immediately to the Concord school.
He taught one year. I was then seven years old and went to his
school all that year. He was a man of great force of character
and an excellent scholar and teacher. He was a magnetizer and
inspired the school with a love of study and they made great
progress under his care, but his great reputation was as a
disciplinarian, which was justly founded, for he punished very
frequently and severely. He seemed to be very hard on the dull
scholars and the bad boys, and his management did not improve
them. He was very tall — six feet and several inches high. His
desk was on the platform two steps (about sixteen inches) above
the main floor, but he had another desk made and placed on the
top of this desk, at which he could stand and write. The top of
this must have been six feet or more from the floor. There was
a large boy, whose name I have now forgotten, who lived with Dr.
16. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Hurd. He was willful, disobedient, and it seemed to me the object
of Mr. Paige’s especial desire to flog him into good behavior.
I have seen Mr. Paige take this boy, take off his coat, then tie
him by his hands to the top of the desk with a rope so high that
his feet could not touch the floor. Then with rods which he had
sent for, to be cut from the willow trees back of the schoolhouse
on the borders of the brook, he flogged him with many blows while
thus suspended. I have seen him take William Mann, who was not
a good boy and whom the master endeavored to convert by similar
ungentle means, sit him down on the dirty floor in the presence
of all the scholars, make him draw his knees up to his breast
and his heels to his hips and bend his head down to his knees
and thus reduce him to as compact a mass as possible, then in
this condition he took a very long cord and wound it around him
in every direction, so that he was hardly more than a ball that
might be rolled over, helpless and [with his] limbs immobile.
Nevertheless, Mr. Paige was very popular and acceptable to the
town authorities and people, and when he left I recollect no one
whose departure was more regretted than his.
Next followed Mr. Simeon Putnam.... He was strict indeed but not
severe. He taught a good school but had not the power either for
good or evil of his predecessor. Mr. John Brown, a native of
Concord, taught in 1813 and 1814. He was not a man of personal
dignity and failed to interest the school as some of his
predecessors had.... Nevertheless some of the earlier severity
was practised —feruling and flogging— and sometimes the erring
boy was compelled to go to the willows and cut the rod for his
own punishment.... Besides the feruling and flogging, there were
many other means of corporeal punishment practiced by the
masters in the schools. Sometime a boy was required to stand on
the floor and hold out [one arm] horizontally, at extreme
length, with a heavy book in his hand, and if from weariness the
arm should fall from its horizontal position, the master with a
blow of his ferule would remind him of his delinquency.
Sometimes the boys were taken by the collar and shaken about the
floor with great violence. Sometimes the master would box the
ears a hard blow. Another form — boys were required to stand on
the platform of the master’s desk and bow the head under the
desk and hold it there, with his legs from the hip to the foot
erect. This was a very painful position, but the boys were
required to continue it as long as they could possibly bear
it.... These severe punishments were supposed to be in obedience
to the Law of Solomon [Proverbs 13:24] and were in accordance
with the general spirit of the times. There was occasional
complaint from parents of the severe punishment of their sons
but the community generally imputed this to the parental
partiality and sustained the master. Nevertheless, with the
progress of the age, the ideas of the government at home and at
school were gradually ameliorated. Punishment became more and
more mild and less frequent. I taught this school in 1826-7. I
was not quite ready to discard corporeal punishments, and yet I
made some use of these means of government. I corrected with a
ferule, yet mildly, for I was not then perfectly satisfied with
the principle that the infliction of pain upon the human body
was a proper way of gaining love and respect from the scholars,
or creating in him a willingness to obey the law. I well remember
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the case of one boy who was willful and unyielding. It seemed
my duty to compel him to conform his habits to the requirements
of the school, but all in vain. It had no good effect but rather
the contrary on his feelings and conduct. Another boy of 14,
ordinarily of unquestionable propriety of life, once with
several smaller boys transgressed a rule which was necessary for
the administration of the school. Doubtless he did this from
forgetfulness. I did not want to punish him, but as it seemed
necessary for the good of the school that I should punish the
others, I could find no way of escaping punishing him with the
rest, but he bore the infliction with such mild and dignified
submission as if he concurred in the propriety of it that I was
glad when it was over. He is now a respectable citizen of
Concord, and I never see him without sorrow for the pain I
inflicted. And looking back from my later point of view upon
this part of my administration, I recollect no instance in which
with my later sentiments I might not have produced a better
influence on the boy’s mind and character without resorting to
the infliction of bodily pain. And now looking over the whole,
I think the good order of the school was not in proportion to
the multiplicity of the number and severity of the punishments.
But where physical force was used the least, where tact took the
place of force, where the Masters appealed to the self-respect
of the scholars rather than their fears, when the scholars were
treated with the most courtesy and affection as was the case
when Mr. Samuel Barrett taught the school in 1818-19, there was
the best order, the greatest propriety of conduct, and the best
development of character.
Upon the “Ploughed Hill” of Revolutionary fame in Charlestown MA, there was installed the brick convent
of the Ursuline Sisters, a Catholic teaching order. The place would be burned to the ground by a Catholichating mob in 1834, and would then become a popular pic-nic spot. This mound is now known as Mount
Benedict in East Somerville, Massachusetts.
URSULINE CONVENT
ANTI-CATHOLICISM
By invitation, Bishop John England of Charleston, South Carolina delivered a sermon before the Congress of
the United States. (It was the first time a Catholic priest had addressed this body.)
Zachariah Allen became a trustee of Brown University. (He would serve in this capacity until his death in
1882.)
President Asa Messer of Brown University, its professor of mathematics and natural philosophy, who had been
in the administrative office for some 24 years, had been under attack by Baptist corporation members as a
closet Unitarian, and had been needing to defend himself against anonymous pamphlets alleging that he did
not subscribe to the divinity of Christ. In this year, finally, in Providence, Rhode Island, the pressure got to be
too much for President Messer and with great bitterness he handed in his resignation.
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At this time about 97,000 people lived in Rhode Island, about 600 of them Roman Catholics, but by 1865 after
the Irish Famine and emigration, there would be 50,000 Catholics (by 1885 the population of the state would
have risen to 304,000 of whom at least 92,000 had an Irish parent).

RHODE ISLAND RELIGION
Near Providence, the “Number 1” mill was built on the Branch River in Slatersville at Railroad street,
replacing an 1806 mill that had burned.
SAMUEL SLATER
The Hazard brothers bought out the last nonfamily investor in their IP&RG Hazard cotton cloth company.
Anne Royall visited Rhode Island.

ANNE ROYALL
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In this year Thomas Cole was one of the founders, with Asher Brown Durand, of the National Academy of
Design (Durand would be its president, 1845-1861). Cole made his home in the village of Catskill NY, on the
west bank of the Hudson River. From there he frequently journeyed through the Northeast, primarily on foot,
making pencil studies of the landscape. He used these sketches to compose pictures in his studio during the
winter. One of Cole’s most effective landscape paintings, “The Ox-Bow” (Metropolitan Museum of Art of
New York City), would be the result of pencil studies that he made in Massachusetts. Cole’s scenes of the

Hudson River valley, reverently recorded, echoed the loneliness and mystery of the North American forests.
Cole could paint direct and factual landscapes recorded in minute detail, but he was also capable of producing
grandiose and dramatic imaginary vistas using bold effects of light and chiaroscuro. When the human figure
appears in his works, it is always subordinate to the majesty of the surrounding landscape. Actually he
wouldn’t paint the above “Oxbow” painting of the vicinity of Northampton until the oxbow was gone, a couple
of decades later (1846), and in this year was depicting the folk hero and ’sang collector Daniel Boone sitting
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before his log cabin:
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The 1st distribution of the New Testament in Chinese characters.
Jean-Pierre Abel-Rèmusat’s IU-KIAO-LI, OU LES DEUX COUSINES, ROMAN CHINOIS (
), one of the first
Chinese novels known in Europe (the Chinese original is a minor work, a copy of which somehow had made
its way into a Continental library).

Dr. Lewis Caleb Beck became Professor of Botany and Chemistry at the Vermont Academy of Medicine.
Professor William Jackson Hooker’s BOTANY OF [CAPTAIN WILLIAM EDWARD] PARRY’S THIRD VOYAGE (J.
Murray).
Paxton left the Royal Horticultural Society garden to become head gardener to the Duke of Devonshire at
Chatsworth.
Jussieu resigned his post as director of the National Museum of Natural History.
Twigs (apparently predominately of basket willow) had long been utilized in England to record tax payments.
Notches made in each twig indicated the amount of tax paid. Once split the notched twig yielded two records
of payment. When the tax records went to paper transaction in this year, the archive of twigs was burned. The
resulting fire escaped control and took with it the Houses of Parliament.
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Leopoldo Nobili invented a galvanometer.
The unexploited forests of Burma gave impetus to the British conquest of that country. The first area opened
(Tenasserim) “was stripped of teak within twenty years.” By the end of the century about 10,000,000 acres of
Burma forest were cleared.

PLANTS
An act of the US Congress set off the mania of planting the Chinese silkworm mulberry Morus multicaulis, a
SILK
short-lived industry.
(On the following screen is a depiction of the annual ceremonial picking of mulberry leaves by the empress,
as processed through the imagination of a German lithographer.)
A hut was erected at the top of Mount Holyoke, above the Connecticut River near Northampton, as a
convenience for tourists. This was one of the first evidences of a new fad, for people to make pleasant holiday
atop these gentle rounded mountaintops of the Appalachian Chain.

Joseph-Nicephor Niépce managed to fix an image upon a surface without tracing over it and in effect
converting it into a lithograph. Niépce was a lithographer who was trying to find a way to avoid having to
sketch images onto the flat stone for preliminary guidance during inscribing. He coated a pewter plate with a
type of asphalt called “bitumen of Judaea” which changes its solubility in oil of lavender according to its
exposure to light, and focused an image on this prepared surface, for a period of hours on a bright day, through
the window of his workroom.17
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17. His first photograph, of the barnyard behind his house, is now in the Gernsheim collection at the University of Texas.
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Construction began on the Millville, Massachusetts lock of the Blackstone Canal.

William Roberts became a rod-man to survey a MacAdam road to connect the two halves of the Pennsylvania
Canal across Allegheny Mountain.

The Hampshire and Hampden Canal Company merged with the Farmington Canal Company.

E. H. Gill became an assistant engineer on Georgia’s Savannah, Ogeechee and Alatamaha Canal.
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Improvements on the Pennsylvania Main Line Canal were begun.

Construction began on Canada’s Rideau Canal.

William Gooding began working on the Welland Canal.
Loammi Baldwin II proposed a Boston-to-Hudson River Canal through the Berkshire Range to the
Massachusetts legislature. The proposed cost of $6,000,000 would doom this plan.

In the past decade some 17 savings banks had been chartered in Massachusetts. By 1840 there would be
some 79,000 depositors in such institutions and the total amount of deposits would pass $14,000,000.
By 1850 there would be more than a quarter million such saving families in the USA and they would hold
over $43,000,000 of their assets in this form alone. The constituency of such institutions was not, of course,
the “frugal poor” for which they had ostensibly been founded, but the emergent salaried middle class
which would eventually be purchasing, in addition, such other forms of investment as life insurance.
While Susan B. Anthony was six years old, she moved with her family to a large brick house in Battenville,
a town in the Hudson Valley about 35 miles north of Albany, New York. The house included a store and a
schoolroom. She and her siblings would be educated in a home school established by her father.

1820

$141

$103.0

1821

$136

$90.6

1822

$141

$78.3
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1823

$126

$83.6

1824

$116

$90.8

1825

$119

$106.5

1826

$119

$100.7

1827

$120

$94.1

1828

$114

$91.4

1829

$112

$90.5

1830

$111

$87.2

In boyhood Louis Agassiz had attended gymnasium in Bienne, and the academy at Lausanne. He had then
entered the universities of Zürich, Heidelberg, and München. While at Heidelberg he “fenced” with such
ferocity that he wounded a chum. (Would this have been actual fencing, or would it have amounted to hacking
at one another with cavalry sabres in the Teutonic manner?) Our young gent considered that it devolved upon
his strong right arm to defend the honor of his native Switzerland, and issued a standing challenge to cross
blades with any German student. –Hey, great, this guy is all set to grow up to be a certain kind of honorable
man! This hacker took at Erlangen the degree of doctor of philosophy and then at München that of doctor of
medicine.
Although the classification of the species of some fish specimens brought from Brazil to München in 1819/
1820 began, when the classifier would die the collection would be turned over to young Agassiz.

THE SCIENCE OF 1826
Dr. Fisher brought back with him to Boston from a tour in Europe the extraordinary news that a way had been
found to grant an education to people who were blind.
PERKINS INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND
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Engraved from a pastel drawing by his first wife, as of the age of 19
During this year and the following one François Pierre Guillaume Guizot prepared the initial part of his
HISTOIRE DE LA RÉVOLUTION D’ANGLETERRE DEPUIS CHARLES I À CHARLES II, in two volumes (he would add
two more volumes after the revolution of 1848 during an exile in England).
Louis-Antoine Desmoulins’s HISTOIRE NATURELLE DES RACES HUMAINES DU NORD-EST DE L’EUROPE, DE
L’ASIE BORÉALE ET ORIENTALE ET DE L’AFRIQUE AUSTRALE ...: APPLIQUÉE A LA RECHERCHE DES ORIGINES DES
ANCIENS PEUPLES, Á LA SCIENCE ÉTYMOLOGIQUE, A LA CRITIQUE DE L’HISTOIRE, ... SUIVIE D’UN MÉMOIRE
[entitled “MÉMOIRE SUR LA PATRIE DU CHAMEAU À UNE BOSSE, ET SUR L'ÉPOQUE DE SON INTRODUCTION EN
AFRIQUE”] LU, EN 1823, À L’ACADÉMIE DES INSCRIPTIONS ET BELLES-LETTRES DE L'’NSTITUT. [WITH A FOLDING
TABLE.] MS. NOTES [BY SAMUEL T. COLERIDGE ... argued for 16 distinct, unchanging human species.

THE SCIENCE OF 1826
James Cooper formally inserted Fenimore into his name. Awarded the position of U.S. Consul at Lyons in
France, New-York’s Bread and Cheese Club threw him a going-away party.
Clearly, the reservoir of water positioned near the top of the blast furnace for the smelting of iron ore
in Franconia, New Hampshire as a precaution against fire, in 1817, had been inadequate as a safety precaution
against fire, for in this year the works, which was being superintended by the father of Grindall Reynolds,
burned down never to be rebuilt.
Captain John Cleves Symmes and James McBride published SYMMES THEORY OF CONCENTRIC SPHERES.18
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[on following screen]
WALDEN: Yet we should oftener look over the tafferel of our craft, like curious
passengers, and not make the voyage like stupid sailors picking oakum. The other
side of the globe is but the home of our correspondent. Our voyaging is only
great-circle sailing, and the doctors prescribe for diseases of the skin merely.
One hastens to Southern Africa to chase the giraffe; but surely that is not the
game he would be after. How long, pray, would a man hunt giraffes if he could?
Snipes and woodcocks also may afford rare sort; but I trust it would be nobler
game to shoot one’s self.–

“Direct your eye sight inward, and you’ll find
A thousand regions in your mind
Yet undiscovered. Travel them, and be
Expert in home-cosmography.”
What does Africa, –what does the West stand for? Is not our own interior white
on the chart? black though it may prove, like the coast, when discovered. Is it
the source of the Nile, or the Niger, or the Mississippi, or a North-West Passage
around this continent, that we would find? Are these the problems which most
concern mankind? Is Franklin the only man who is lost, that his wife should be
so earnest to find him? Does Mr. Grinnell know where he himself is? Be rather
the Mungo Park, the Lewis and Clarke and Frobisher, of your own streams and
oceans; explore your own higher latitudes, –with shiploads of preserved meats
to support you, if they be necessary; and pile the empty cans sky-high for a
sign. Were preserved meats invented to preserve meat merely? Nay, be a Columbus
to whole new continents and worlds within you, opening new channels, not of
trade, but of thought. Every man is the lord of a realm beside which the earthly
empire of the Czar is but a petty state, a hummock left by the ice. Yet some
can be patriotic who have no self-respect, and sacrifice the greater to the
less. They love the soil which makes their graves, but have no sympathy with
the spirit which may still animate their clay. Patriotism is a maggot in their
heads. What was the meaning of that South-Sea Exploring Expedition, with all
its parade and expense, but an indirect recognition of the fact, that there are
continents and seas in the moral world, to which every man is an isthmus or an
inlet, yet unexplored by him, but that it is easier to sail many thousand miles
through cold and storm and cannibals, in a government ship, with five hundred
men and boys to assist one, than it is to explore the private sea, the Atlantic
and Pacific Ocean of one’s being alone.–
“Erret, et extremos alter scrutetur Iberos.
Plus habet hic vitæ, plus habet ille viæ.”
Let them wander and scrutinize the outlandish Australians.
I have more of God, they more of the road.
It is not worth the while to go round the world to count the cats in Zanzibar.
Yet do this even till you can do better, and you may perhaps find some “Symmes’
Hole” by which to get at the inside at last. England and France, Spain and
Portugal, Gold Coast and Slave Coast, all front on this private sea; but no bark
from them has ventured out of sight of land, though it is without doubt the
direct way to India. If you would learn to speak all tongues and conform to the
customs of all nations, if you would travel farther than all travellers, be
naturalized in all climes, and cause the Sphinx to dash her head against a stone,
even obey the precept of the old philosopher, and Explore thyself. Herein are
demanded the eye and the nerve. Only the defeated and deserters go to the wars,
cowards that run away and enlist. Start now on that farthest western way, which
does not pause at the Mississippi or the Pacific, nor conduct toward a worn-out
China or Japan, but leads on direct a tangent to this sphere, summer and winter,
day and night, sun down, moon down, and at last earth down too.
LEWIS AND CLARK

HENRY GRINNELL

SYMMES HOLE

18. There is a globe of the earth, in the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, modeled after this theory.

THE SCIENCE OF 1826
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The Canada Company was chartered to colonize “Upper Canada,” which is to say, Ontario.
J.M.W. Turner’s PICTURESQUE VIEWS OF THE SOUTHERN COAST OF ENGLAND.
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After schooling in England, Edgar Allan Poe spent a year at the University of Virginia but accumulated
gambling debts.

At the age of 41, John James Audubon left New Orleans bound for Liverpool, England. During the next year
he would be exhibiting his watercolors in an effort to raise interest in his grand project. By the winter he would
have secured an agreement with William Lizars in Edinburgh for the engraving and printing of his work.
Toward the end of this year Charles-Lucien Jules Laurent Bonaparte and his family returned to Europe19
where he visited Philipp Jakob Cretzschmar in Germany, renewed in England his acquaintance with John
James Audubon, and met John Edward Gray at the British Museum.
On the road to Stonewall,20
In America as in England, social conceptions of sodomy began to
change in the late eighteenth century. Anti-sodomitical
discourses gradually began the transference, similar to the
English process, that moved sodomy from sin toward crime and
onward into the realm of unspeakable acts and socially and
medically aberrant behavior. This social anxiety and the
homophobia it produced was already very much part of the history
of proscriptive discourse as early as 1810,
when in a case
prosecuting an assault for attempted sodomy the offense is
described as “that most horrible and detestable crime (among
Christians not to be named), called sodomy.” At a later appeal
of the sentence, one of the judges observed that “the crime of
sodomy is too well known to be misunderstood and too disgusting
to be defined.” Mid-nineteenth-century American texts began to
inscribe sodomitical acts within a sphere that allowed an
association of emotional context with the act, making the
anxious leap from notions about the individual sodomite to
speculations about a species marked by effeminacy and mental
instability. Just as dubious commentary about intense male-male
friendships played a part in social and literary discussion in
England, so in America in the first half of the nineteenth
century understanding of just what erotic implications were

19. Although Waldo Emerson shared quarters with a “nephew of Napoleon” in Florida in 1827 and came to much admire this man,
and Charles was indeed a nephew of Napoleon, Charles could not have been the nephew that Emerson admired in St. Augustine.
Charles wasn’t even in the New World in 1827, having in 1826 returned to Europe. The nephew whom Emerson came to admire
in St. Augustine was an aristocratic supporter of human slavery, and an atheist, and that would have been Prince Achille Murat.
20. Refer to Bryne R.S. Fone’s A ROAD TO STONEWALL: MALE HOMOSEXUALITY AND HOMOPHOBIA IN ENGLISH AND
AMERICAN LITERATURE, 1750-1969. Bear in mind that the concept of perversion would not formally enter out medical
terminology for some sixteen years yet, when it would be defined in Dunglison’s MEDICAL LEXICON in 1842 as one of the four
modifications of function in disease, the other three modifications of function being augmentation, diminution, and abolition.
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inscribed within literary portrayals of passionate male-male
friendship was very much in crisis. Such portrayals —in the
novels of Herman Melville or the poetry of Walt Whitman— could
be but were not necessarily read as a definitive site of
homoeroticism. It is important therefore, as Robert K. Martin
says, to establish just what was “normal” for writers and for
society in the mid-nineteenth century. Male-male friendships had
to exist against a background that included the homophobia
evident in legal proscription of sodomitical acts —though the
death penalty was repealed in many states by mid-century— and
against the often hysterical and certainly prohibitive
discussion growing out of the moral purity movement that
stressed especially the perceived evils of masturbation and its
association with sexual perversion and “degeneracy” and
increasingly
and
specifically
with
effeminacy
and
homosexuality. In an 1826
letter recovered by Martin
Duberman, male-male intimacy is clouded by suspicion of
perversion and also by what seems to be a curious dichotomy
between the imperatives of intimacy and a somewhat uncertain
though troubled sense of just what such intimacy might imply.
In the letter Jeff (Thomas Jefferson Withers) writes to his
friend Jim (James H. Hammond) —both men are in their twenties—
wondering “whether you yet sleep in your Shirt-tail, and whether
you yet have the extravagant delight of poking and punching a
writhing Bedfellow with your long fleshen pole — the exquisite
touches of which I have often had the honor of feeling.”
In the history of the politics of homosexuality, this was an important year, for in this year in England, the law
of the capital crime of sodomy (whatever it was — presumably it was, ordinarily, anal penetration of one male
by another, but perhaps it might include, on occasion, anal penetration of a female) was tightened, despite the
fact that the death penalty was being abolished for over a hundred other crimes, by removal of the need to
prove emission of seed as well as penetration, and the death penalty re-enacted. According to Jeffrey Weeks’s
COMING OUT: HOMOSEXUAL POLITICS IN BRITAIN FROM THE NINETEENTH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT
(revised edition, Quartet Books 1990): England:
Pages 11-12: Before 1885 the only legislation which directly
affected homosexual acts was that referring to sodomy or
buggery.... The 1533 Act of Henry VIII, which first brought
sodomy
within
the
scope
of
statute
law,
superseding
ecclesiastical law, adopted the same criterion as the Church:
all acts of sodomy were equally condemned as being “against
nature,” whether between man and woman, man and beast, or man
and man. The penalty for the “Abominable Vice of Buggary” was
death. The keynote Act, re-enacted in 1563, was the basis for
all homosexual convictions up to 1885.
Page 13: As part of his consolidation of the English criminal
law, Sir Robert Peel actually tightened up the law on sodomy in
1826. The need to prove emission of seed as well as penetration
was removed, and the death penalty re-enacted. This was
particularly striking at a period when the death penalty was
abolished for over a hundred other crimes.... When Lord John
Russell attempted to removed “unnatural offences” from the list
of capital crimes in 1841, he was forced to withdraw through
lack of parliamentary support.
Pages 13-15: The death penalty for buggery, tacitly abandoned
after 1836, was finally abolished in England and Wales in 1861
(in Scotland in 1889) to be replaced by penal servitude of
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between ten years and life. It was to remain thus for homosexual
activities until 1967. But this was a prelude not to a
liberalization of the law but to a tightening of its grip. By
section 11 (the “Labouchere Amendment”) of the 1885 Criminal Law
Amendment Act, all male homosexual acts short of buggery,
whether committed in public or private, were made illegal....
And thirteen years later, the Vagrancy Act of 1898 clamped down
on homosexual “soliciting.” These two enactments represented a
singular hardening of the legal situation and were a crucial
factor in the determination of modern attitudes.
In this year in which Thomas Telford was completing the Menai suspension bridge, using flat eye-bar links
with heads punched with holes to receive iron pins, the concepts of suspension and tension were all the rage.
They furnished John Augustus Roebling with a subject for his graduating thesis from the Royal Polytechnic
School at Berlin. A suitable opportunity was merely wanting to carry it out in reality, an opportunity which
would be extended to him in the year 1844,
near Pittsburgh PA. Meanwhile, upon graduation, the
young engineer being obligated to provide the state with three years service, he would be engineering
mundane roads, in Westphalia, and all grand schemes and great dreams would be very much on the back
burner.
Charles Lyell was elected a fellow of the Royal Society.
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When the negrero Fell’s Point attempted to land new black slaves in the United States, the slaves were seized
(AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, II, No. 319, page 751).
INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

Amelia Opie’s THE BLACK MAN’S LAMENT; OR HOW TO MAKE SUGAR was issued in London by Harvey &
Darton (on the following screen).
SWEETS
WITHOUT

S LAVERY

A Pennsylvania law proclaimed kidnapping to be a felony, effectively nullifying within that state the Fugitive
Slave Act of 1793.21
“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For
an American fighting for his love of country, that the
last hope of earth should from its beginning have
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only
with God.”
— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
1976, page 141

At Pittsburgh, in the Philadelphia state prison, a penal system known as the “separate” system (in distinction
from the “congregate” system of New York state) was instituted.

21. Southern states also had laws against kidnapping. However, as Judith Kelleher Schafer would point out, even though Louisiana,
like most Southern states, had a law against kidnapping free blacks into slavery, there would never ever be even a single prosecution
for that crime despite abundant evidence that such kidnapping of local free blacks under color of a pretense that they were escaped
slaves was an ongoing and persistent problem.
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It was at about this point that James Gillespie Birney began to show an active interest in the American
Colonization Society. In 1832-1833 he would for a brief period be serving as its agent in the southwest, before
formally repudiating colonization in 1834.
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Per Walter Roy Harding’s THE DAYS OF HENRY THOREAU: A BIOGRAPHY (NY: Knopf, 1966):

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
Chapter 1 (1817-1823) -Downing gives a cursory account of the Thoreau and Dunbar
heritage and more fully traces the nature and movement of the Thoreau family in
the first five years of Henry’s life.
Thoreau’s father, John, while intellectual, “lived quietly, peacefully and
contentedly in the shadow of his wife,” Mrs. Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, who was dynamic
and outspoken with a strong love for nature and compassion for the downtrodden.
•
•
•
•

1st Helen -quiet, retiring, eventually a teacher.
2nd John Jr. -“his father turned inside out,” personable, interested
in ornithology, also taught.
3rd Henry (born July 12,1817) -speculative but not noticeably
precocious.
4th Sophia -independent, talkative, ultimately took over father’s
business and edited Henry’s posthumous publications.

The Thoreau’s constantly struggled with debt, and in 1818 John Sr. gave
up his farm outside Concord and moved into town. Later the same year he
moved his family to Chelmsford where he opened a shop which soon failed
and sent him packing to Boston to teach school.

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
In 1823 uncle Charles Jones Dunbar discovered graphite in New Hampshire and invited
John Thoreau to join Dunbar and Stow Pencil Makers back in Concord.
Henry’s Concord youth was “typical of any small town American boy of the 19th
century.”
Henry attended Miss Phœbe Wheeler’s private “infants” school, then the public
grammar school, where he studied the Bible and English classics such as William
Shakespeare, John Bunyan, Dr. Samuel Johnson and the Essayists.
Henry was considered “stupid” and “unsympathetic” by schoolmates he would not join
in play, earning the nicknames “Judge” and “the fine scholar with the big nose.”
At school he was withdrawn and anti-social but he loved outdoor excursions.
From 1828-1834 Henry attended Concord Academy (Phineas Allen, preceptor). Allen
taught the classics -Virgil, Sallust, Caesar, Euripides, Homer, Xenophon, Voltaire,
Molière and Racine in the original languages- and emphasized composition.
Henry also benefitted from the Concord Lyceum and particularly the natural history
lectures presented there.
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“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
WALTER HARDING’S BIOGRAPHY

Chapter 3 (1833-1837) -Thoreau enters Harvard (president Josiah Quincy), having
barely squeezed by his entrance exams and rooming with Charles S. Wheeler
Thoreau’s Harvard curriculum: Greek (8 terms under Felton and Dunkin)-composition,
grammar, “Greek Antiquities,” Xenophon, Demosthenes, Aeschines, Sophocles,
Euripides, Homer. Latin Grammar (8 terms under Beck and McKean)-composition, “Latin
Antiquities,” Livy, Horace, Cicero, Seneca, Juvenal. Mathematics (7 terms under
Pierce and Lovering) English (8 terms under ET Channing, Giles, W&G Simmons)grammar, rhetoric, logic, forensics, criticism, elocution, declamations, themes.
Mental Philosophy (under Giles) Paley, Stewart. Natural Philosophy (under
Lovering)-astronomy. Intellectual Philosophy (under Bowen) Locke, Say, Story.
Theology (2 terms under H Ware)-Paley, Butler, New Testament. Modern Languages
(voluntary) Italian (5 terms under Bachi) French (4 terms under Surault) German (4
terms under Bokum) Spanish (2 terms under Sales) Attended voluntary lectures on
German and Northern literature (Longfellow), mineralogy (Webster), anatomy
(Warren), natural history (Harris).
Thoreau was
classmates.

an

above

average

student

who

made

mixed

impressions

upon

his

In the spring of ‘36 Thoreau withdrew due to illness -later taught for a brief
period in Canton under the Rev. Orestes A. Brownson, a leading New England
intellectual who Harding suggests profoundly influenced Thoreau.
(Robert L. Lace, January-March 1986)
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Allen, Gay Wilson. “A New Look at Emerson and Science,” pages 58-78 in LITERATURE AND IDEAS IN
AMERICA: ESSAYS IN MEMORY OF HARRY HAYDEN CLARK. Robert Falk, ed. Athens OH: Ohio UP,
1975

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”
Allen examines NATURE and Waldo Emerson’s attitudes toward science in the light of
four of Emerson’s early lectures. These lectures, given in 1833-34, were about
science, and were titled “The Uses of Natural History,” “On the Relation of Man to
the Globe,” “Water,” and “The Naturalist.” Allen’s 1975 essay furthers the work
done by Harry Haydon Clark in his 1931 essay “Emerson and Science;” Clark did not
have access to these lectures.
The first lecture, “The Uses of Natural History,” was, Allen says, a “preliminary
sketch” for NATURE. In this lecture Emerson elaborated on the uses of nature much
as he did in NATURE: how nature contributes to human health (beauty, rest); to
civilization (with due Emersonian skepticism about technology); to knowledge of
truth (here Allen discusses the influence of geology on Emerson: how the age of
the earth and the slowness of earth’s transformative processes confuted traditional
religious doctrine); and to self-understanding (nature as language that God speaks
to humanity — nature as image or metaphor of mind) (60-64).
Emerson’s second lecture, “On the Relation of Man to the Globe,” was also a
preliminary sketch for NATURE. In this lecture, Allen says,
Emerson drew heavily on his readings in geology, along with some
biology and chemistry, and attempted to demonstrate how
marvelously the world is adapted for human life. (64)
Emerson’s sources included Laplace, Mitscherlich, Cuvier; his arguments echoed
Lamarck (evolution, nature adapted to humans) and [the Reverend William] Paley
(argument from design) (64-67).
The third lecture, “Water,” was Emerson’s “most technical” according to Allen,
which is, perhaps, why it is not discussed at any length. It is also not assessed
for its scientific accuracy. Allen does say that Emerson “read up on the geological
effects of water, the laws of thermodynamics, the hydrostatic press, and related
subjects” (67).
Allen says that Emerson’s fourth lecture, “The Naturalist,” “made a strong plea
for a recognition of the importance of science in education” (60). Emerson
“emphasized particularly the study of nature to promote esthetic and moral growth”
(67). Emerson wanted science for the poet and poetry for the scientist; the
fundamental search for the causa causans (67-69). He was reading Gray and other
technical sources, observing nature, and reading philosophers of science,
especially Coleridge and Goethe (68).
Allen says that the value of these lectures is not merely the light they shed on
Nature but what they reveal about “his reading and thinking about science before
he had fused his ideas thus derived with the Neoplatonic and ‘transcendental’ ideas
of Plotinus, Swedenborg, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Carlyle, and seventeenth-century
English Platonists” (69).
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“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”

Allen concludes that Waldo Emerson’s theory of nature in NATURE is
derived far more from Neoplatonism than modern scientific
knowledge, but Emerson was not turning his back on science; he
wanted instead to spiritualize science, to base science on the
theory that the physical world is an emanation of spirit, “the
apparition of God” (Chapter 6), or “a projection of God in the
unconscious.” (70)
Allen contends that Emerson’s theory anticipates Phenomenology in its emphasis on
mind/world interactions and correspondences. Science, Allen says, continued to have
a “pervasive influence” on Emerson’s thought even after 1836:
Indeed, the two most basic concepts in his philosophy, which he
never doubted, were “compensation” and “polarity,” both derived
from scientific “laws,” i.e. for every action there is a
reaction, and the phenomena of negative and positive poles in
electrodynamics. To these might also be added “circularity,”
which translated into poetic metaphors the principle of
“conservation of energy.” (75)
One could argue, I think, that these scientific laws were themselves “derived from”
philosophical and metaphysical speculations (e.g. Kant); their life-long
conceptual importance to Emerson, in other words, does not seem precisely described
as scientific.
[Cecily F. Brown, March 1992]
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JANUARY
Early in this year the newly minted Reverend Waldo Emerson would be preaching his first sermon, while
later on, in mid-October, he would be borrowing for that purpose the pulpit of his great-uncle the Reverend
Samuel Ripley.

However, during the spring and summer, there would be less grand things that needed to be accomplished: at
his mother’s home near Harvard College he would be occupied in teaching boys (one of these lads was
Richard Henry Dana, Jr.).
January: Passing through the Yoruba country, Commander Hugh Clapperton and the servant Richard Lemon
Lander crossed the Niger River at Bussa (the point at which, some two decades earlier, Mungo Park had
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drowned).
WALDEN: What does Africa, –what does the West stand for? Is not our own
interior white on the chart? black though it may prove, like the coast,
when discovered. Is it the source of the Nile, or the Niger, or the
Mississippi, or a North-West Passage around this continent, that we would
find? Are these the problems which most concern mankind? Is Franklin the
only man who is lost, that his wife should be so earnest to find him? Does
Mr. Grinnell know where he himself is? Be rather the Mungo Park, the Lewis
and Clarke and Frobisher, of your own streams and oceans; explore your
own higher latitudes, –with shiploads of preserved meats to support you,
if they be necessary; and pile the empty cans sky-high for a sign. Were
preserved meats invented to preserve meat merely? Nay, be a Columbus to
whole new continents and worlds within you, opening new channels, not of
trade, but of thought. Every man is the lord of a realm beside which the
earthly empire of the Czar is but a petty state, a hummock left by the
ice. Yet some can be patriotic who have no self-respect, and sacrifice
the greater to the less. They love the soil which makes their graves, but
have no sympathy with the spirit which may still animate their clay.
Patriotism is a maggot in their heads. What was the meaning of that SouthSea Exploring Expedition, with all its parade and expense, but an indirect
recognition of the fact, that there are continents and seas in the moral
world, to which every man is an isthmus or an inlet, yet unexplored by
him, but that it is easier to sail many thousand miles through cold and
storm and cannibals, in a government ship, with five hundred men and boys
to assist one, than it is to explore the private sea, the Atlantic and
Pacific Ocean of one’s being alone.–
“Erret, et extremos alter scrutetur Iberos.
Plus habet hic vitæ, plus habet ille viæ.”
Let them wander and scrutinize the outlandish Australians.
I have more of God, they more of the road.
SIR JOHN FRANKLIN
DR. ELISHA KENT KANE
LEWIS AND CLARK
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
MUNGO PARK

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN
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January: Thomas Say traveled on the famous “Boatload of Knowledge” (the Philanthropist, a keelboat) to
Mount Vernon, Indiana, and then continued overland to the utopian society experiment, the “New Harmony
Settlement,” a venture of Robert Dale Owen (1801-1877). One of the passengers was Lucy Way Sistare, whom
Say would marry secretly near New Harmony on January 4, 1827. She was an artist and illustrator of
specimens (such as in Say’s AMERICAN CONCHOLOGY) and would become the first female member of the
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. He was accompanied by William Maclure (1763-1840), the
artist and naturalist Charles-Alexandre Lesueur (1778-1846), and the Pestalozzian educators Marie Duclos
Fretageot (1783-1833) and Dr. William S. Phiquepal D’Arusmont. They would soon be joined in New
Harmony by Gerard Troost (1776-1850) and Francis Joseph Nicholas Neef (1770-1854). There he would later
meet another naturalist, Samuel Constantine Rafinesque.

January 1, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 1st of 1st M 1826 / Our Meeting this morning was large
solid & good - our frd H Dennis engaged in a very lively
testimony - In the Afternoon small silent & poor. —— Brother
Isaac & wife spent the day at Uncle Stantons & bring account
that Mother is poorly having hurt her side, by a slight fall,
which appears to have excited a tumor she has long had partly
on her breast & side
I feel thankful to record this as a day of some favour. ——22
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

22. Stephen Wanton Gould Diary, 1823-1829: The Gould family papers are stored under control number 2033 at the Division of
Rare and Manuscript Collections of Cornell University Library, Box 8 Folder 13: October 2, 1823-March 6, 1829; also on
microfilm, see Series 7
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January 5, Thursday: Franz Liszt gave the 1st of four performances this month at the Grand Theatre,
Bordeaux.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 5 of 1 M / The year so far begins with some little
advances in good — Our Meeting tho’ not to me a very lively one,
was pretty well attended by members - & this eveng my mind has
experienced some arisings of life for which I do sincerely
desire to be thankful —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
January 6, Friday: Franz Schubert’s Galop und 8 Ecossaises D.735 for orchestra was performed for the initial
time, in the Saal zu den 7. Churfursten in Pest.

January 7, Saturday: Alahor in Granata, a dramma by Gaetano Donizetti was performed for the initial time,
in the Teatro Carolino, Palermo.
January 8, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 8 of 1 M / Our Morning Meeting was pretty well attended
but the seats of three of our Ancient Brothers was vacant - which
left the weight of breaking the Meeting on those who were younger
In the Afternoon small & poor. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
January 10, Tuesday: Franz Schubert attended a party at the Vienna home of Franz von Schober.
Eduard von Bauernfeld had invited the poet Johann Gabriel Seidl in an effort to rejoin Schubert with Seidl.
Within a few weeks Schubert would compose the 1st of eleven songs he would write to Seidl’s words.
January 11, day: The Reverend Joshua Barrett was ordained over the Second Congregational Church in
Plymouth near the Manomet Ponds.
JOSHUA BARRETT [of Concord], brother to the preceding [the
Reverend John Barrett], was graduated at Dartmouth College in
1810. He studied divinity and was employed as a preacher and
missionary till he was ordained, January 11, 1826, over the
Second church in Plymouth near the Manomet Ponds.23
January 12, Thursday: Rastlose Liebe D.138, a song by Franz Schubert to words of Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe, was performed for the initial time, in the Vienna Musikverein.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
23.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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5th day 12th of 1 M / Our meeting was a season of some favour
but not of abounding - The Select Meeting held after the first
a very low time to me. — It was the first meeting of the kind
at home I ever set in that Our Frd D Buffum was not present who
is confined with a sore leg - Our frd Abigail Robinson was there,
& most of the other members who usually attend —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
January 14, Saturday: Royalist forces on the island of Chiloe surrendered, allowing for the island to be
annexed to Chile.
January 15, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 15 of 1st M / The Morning Meeting was silent - In the
Afternoon Father Rodman was engaged in a lively & to my feelings
a Sweet little testimony - & both meetings were seasons of rather
uncommon favour to me for which I desire & trust I am in measure
thankful. —
We have had two very acceptable letters four[?] John today, one
by John Mitchell & the other by Eleazer Treveth[?]
It is very comforting to my feelings that he is favourd to be
at the Yearly Meeting School, & in the way of learning
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

WEATHER

January 16, Monday: Friend Luke Howard described the smog above London:
At one o’clock yesterday afternoon the fog in the city was as
dense as we ever recollect to have known it. Lamps and candles
were lighted in all shops and offices, and the carriages in the
street dared not exceed a foot pace. At the same time, five miles
from town the atmosphere was clear and unclouded with a
brilliant sun.

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
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January 19, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 19th of 1st M 1826 / Meeting pretty well attended & a
pretty solid good one - No buisness of importance om the
Preparative Meeting
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
January 22, Sunday: Birth, in Concord, Massachusetts, of Gorham Bartlett, 3d child of Dr. Josiah Bartlett and
Martha Tilden Bradford Bartlett.24
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 22nd of 1st M / Our Meetings were both pretty well
attended, but Our high seats thin - D Buffum, Father Rodman &
Hannah Dennis absent - & in the Afternoon none there but a Poor
man how do we feel striped when we find the seats vacant of those
on whom we have been used to lean —
Set the forepart of the evening at Abigail Robinsons examining
& correcting Testimonies concerning our friends Elizabeth Mott
& Samuel Thurston deceased, which we are in hopes of presenting
to our next Moy [Monthly] Meeting — The latter part called at
Cousin Henry Goulds for my wife who spent the evening there —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
January 25, Wednesday: William Thaddeus Harris was born in Milton, Massachusetts, a son of the Reverend
Dr. Thaddeus Mason Harris, D.D. and Mary Dix Harris.
January 26, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 26th of 1 M / Moy [Monthly] Meeting silent & well
attended & a solemn sitting in the first Meeting I do not
recollect when my mind has been more Solemnized, - perhaps the
more so from feeling the absence of some who have stood in the
foremost ranks -several of whom are confined by sickness &
others absent from home In the last meeting the buisness was conducted in brotherly
harmony - Testimonys concerning our deceased friends Elizabeth
Mott & Samuel Thurston were presented & excited much feeling in
rememberance of those dear friends, & both were cordially
adopted & forwarded to the Quarterly Meeting — The Appointment
of Wait Lawton to the station of an Elder was also approved. —
We had at dinner Jno Weeden A Weeden. Geo Dennis & Adam Anthony.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
January 29, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal that he took the packet boat from
Newport, Rhode Island to Providence in order to attend the Quarterly Meeting of the Quakers:
1st day 29th of 1 M / Desirous of Attending the Approching
Quarterly Meeting at Providence, With Hannah Dennis set out this
morning in the Packet & did not arrive there till sunset - took

24. Gorham would be a student at the Concord Academy under the Thoreau brothers. He would die on June 17, 1854.
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a dish of tea at Welcome Congdons & walked out to the School
House & lodged where I found John well & very glad to see me as
I was him
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

January 30, Monday: The Menai Bridge opened connecting Anglesey with the mainland of Wales (this was
the largest suspension bridge to date, with a suspended span of 176 meters and a clearance of 30 meters).
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day Walked into Providence Town & called on a few friends &
returned to the School House to dinner & spent the Afternoon —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

January 31, Tuesday: In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day - a violent Storm of Wind, the Snow which fell last night
blew tho’ the sky was clear & the [illegible] te fell to 8
degrees below Cypher. — It being the Meeting of the Subcommittee a few met, & among them our Aged friend Moses Brown we made a report to the General committee & spent the day in
visiting the Schools, much to our satisfaction & Comfort,
finding things in good order & the children generally well
behaved - lodged at the School House. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

FEBRUARY
February-August: Giacomo Costantino Beltrami visited Haiti and Santo Domingo, and possibly went on to
visit the Niagara Falls and parts of Canada, before heading back across the ocean to London.
February: James Ellsworth De Kay’s ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS ON THE PROGRESS OF THE NATURAL SCIENCES
UNITED STATES, DELIVERED BEFORE THE LYCEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW YORK (G. & C.
Carvill, 78 pages).

IN THE

THE SCIENCE OF 1826
The Pennsylvania legislature authorized a Main Line Canal between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. A tunnel
was completed on the Main Line Canal west of Lebanon, Pennsylvania.
February: William Maclure’s “An Epitome of the Improved Pestalozzian System of Education,”
The American Journal of Science and Arts X:145-51.
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February 1, Wednesday: String Quartet “Tod und das Madchen” D.810 by Franz Schubert was performed for
the initial time, at the home of Josef Barth in Vienna.
The pirate Charles Colson was hanged in the jailyard on Leverett Street in Boston — but his partner in crime
Charles Marchant had cheated the hangman by offing himself the day before.
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day — Attended Select Meeting, & Meeting for Sufferings,
Dined at David Anthonys - took tea & lodged at Moses Browns. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

February 2, Thursday: In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day our Public Meeting a favord season the chief & most
important labourers were Mary Batty & Alice Rathbone of
Smithfield — In the meeting we had an unusual portion of buisness
which occasioned [many long smudges for the rest of the entry,
but they appear accidental.] us to hold late & put by our
Trustees Meeting. — Dined at Wm Jenkins’s — took tea at Jons
Congdons & returned to the School House & lodged. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

February 3, Friday: In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day Spent this day in various Services whether School HouseRELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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February 4, Saturday: Georgiana Leigh, Augusta’s eldest daughter, married her cousin Henry Trevanion.
George Henry Billings was born to Caleb Callender Billings and Betsey Brown Hammond Billings. He would
die still a toddler, on April 15, 1828.
James Fenimore Cooper’s THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS; A NARRATIVE OF 1757. BY THE AUTHOR OF THE
PIONEERS (Philadelphia: H.C. Carey & I. Lea. 2 Volumes).

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day came to town & took breakfast at Jos Anthonys then took
the Stages for home & arrived before sunset
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
February 5, Sunday: Buffalo, New York attorney Millard Fillmore got married with Abigail Powers.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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1st day 5 of 2 M 1826 / Meetings pretty well attended solid &
silent David Buffum & Father Rodman yet confined - their
presence we miss on our Meetings. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
February 6, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:
“Appropriation — Slave Trade: Report of the Committee of Ways and Means on the subject of the estimate
of appropriations for the service of the year 1826.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 19 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 65. (Contains
report of the Secretary of the Navy and account of expenditures for the African station.)
Nathaniel Gordon was born, almost certainly in Portland, Maine (although, as part of the effort to save him
from being hanged as an American slavetrader, his attorney would try to make out that he had been born in
England and was not, therefore, subject to US law). He was a descendant of white people who had arrived at
Plymouth aboard the Fortune in 1621.
February 8, Wednesday: The 2d setting of Sehnsucht, a song by Franz Schubert to words of Schiller, was
published by Pennauer as his op.39.
February 9, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 9 of 2 M / Meetings again Silent & solid - Father Rodman
at Meeting, for which I desire to be thankful. —
I am weak & low every way - even to depression —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
February 12, Sunday: Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin received a cure for swollen lymph glands: application of
leeches to the neck.
February 13, Monday: Augustus Taber was born to William Congdon Taber and Hannah Tucker Shearman or
Sherman Taber (1801-1858).
The American Temperance Society, later to become the American Temperance Union, was organized. It
would so quickly beget auxiliaries that, by 1835, some 8,000 locals would be in existence.
February 14, Tuesday: Representative Forsyth proposed that the US House of Representatives modify the
nation’s policy toward Liberia — so as not to spend so much money “to support the negroes.” His proposal
was read and then laid on the table.
1. “Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal so much of the act
of the 3d March, 1819, entitled, ‘An act in addition to the acts
prohibiting the slave trade,’ as provides for the appointment
of agents on the coast of Africa.
2. “Resolved, That it is expedient so to modify the said act of
the 3d of March, 1819, as to release the United States from all
obligation to support the negroes already removed to the coast
of Africa, and to provide for such a disposition of those taken
in slave ships who now are in, or who may be, hereafter, brought
into the United States, as shall secure to them a fair
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opportunity of obtaining a comfortable subsistence, without any
aid from the public treasury.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st
session, page 258.
W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: With the North as yet unawakened to the
great changes taking place in the South, and with the attitude
of the South thus in process of development, little or no
constructive legislation could be expected on the subject of the
slave-trade. As the divergence in sentiment became more and more
pronounced, there were various attempts at legislation, all of
which proved abortive. The pro-slavery party attempted, as early
as 1826, and again in 1828, to abolish the African agency and
leave the Africans practically at the mercy of the States;25 one
or two attempts were made to relax the few provisions which
restrained the coastwise trade;26 and, after the treaty of 1842,
Benton proposed to stop appropriations for the African squadron
until England defined her position on the Right of Search
question.27 The anti-slavery men presented several bills to
amend and strengthen previous laws;28 they sought, for instance,
in vain to regulate the Texan trade, through which numbers of
slaves indirectly reached the United States.29 Presidents and
consuls earnestly recommended legislation to restrict the
clearances of vessels bound on slave-trading voyages, and to
hinder the facility with which slavers obtained fraudulent
papers.30 Only one such bill succeeded in passing the Senate,
and that was dropped in the House.31
The only legislation of this period was confined to a few
appropriation bills. Only one of these acts, that of 1823,
appropriating $50,000,32 was designed materially to aid in the
suppression of the trade, all the others relating to expenses
incurred after violations. After 1823 the appropriations
dwindled, being made at intervals of one, two, and three years,
down to 1834, when the amount was $5,000. No further
appropriations were made until 1842, when a few thousands above
an unexpended surplus were appropriated. In 1843 $5,000 were
given, and finally, in 1846, $25,000 were secured; but this was
the last sum obtainable until 1856.33 Nearly all of these meagre
appropriations went toward reimbursing Southern plantation
owners for the care and support of illegally imported Africans,
and the rest to the maintenance of the African agency.

25. In 1826 Forsyth of Georgia attempted to have a bill passed abolishing the African agency, and providing that the Africans
imported be disposed of in some way that would entail no expense on the public treasury: HOME JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st
session, page 258. In 1828 a bill was reported to the House to abolish the agency and make the Colonization Society the agents, if
they would agree to the terms. The bill was so amended as merely to appropriate money for suppressing the slave-trade: HOME
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190.
26. HOME JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190, pages 121, 135; 20th Congress, 2d session, pages 58-9, 84, 215.
27. Congressional Globe, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 328, 331-6.
28. Cf. Mercer’s bill, HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, page 512; also Strange’s two bills, SENATE JOURNAL, 25th
Congress, 3d session, pages 200, 313; 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 123.
29. SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 2d session, pages 297-8, 300.
30. SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 1st session IV. No. 217, page 19; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 2d
session, II. No. 6, pages 3, 10, etc.; 33d Congress, 1st session VIII. No. 47, pages 5-6; 34th Congress, 1st session, XV. No. 99, page
80; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 117-8; cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, page 650, etc.; 21st
Congress, 2d session, page 194; 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No.
43, page 11; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. 1, No. 5, pages 7-8.
31. SENATE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 335; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 1138,
1228, 1257.
32. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 764.
33. Cf. above, Chapter VIII. page 125.
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Suspiciously large sums were paid for the first purpose,
considering the fact that such Africans were always worked hard
by those to whom they were farmed out, and often “disappeared”
while in their hands. In the accounts we nevertheless find many
items like that of $20,286.98 for the maintenance of Negroes
imported on the “Ramirez;”34 in 1827, $5,442.22 for the “bounty,
subsistence, clothing, medicine,” etc., of fifteen Africans;35
in 1835, $3,613 for the support of thirty-eight slaves for two
months (including a bill of $1,038 for medical attendance).36
The African agency suffered many vicissitudes. The first agent,
Bacon, who set out early in 1820, was authorized by President
Monroe “to form an establishment on the island of Sherbro, or
elsewhere on the coast of Africa,” and to build barracks for
three hundred persons. He was, however, warned “not to connect
your agency with the views or plans of the Colonization Society,
with which, under the law, the Government of the United States
has no concern.” Bacon soon died, and was followed during the
next four years by Winn and Ayres; they succeeded in
establishing a government agency on Cape Mesurado, in
conjunction with that of the Colonization Society. The agent of
that Society, Jehudi Ashmun, became after 1822, the virtual head
of the colony; he fortified and enlarged it, and laid the
foundations of an independent community. The succeeding
government agents came to be merely official representatives of
the United States, and the distribution of free rations for
liberated Africans ceased in 1827.
Between 1819 and 1830 two hundred and fifty-two recaptured
Africans were sent to the agency, and $264,710 were expended.
The property of the government at the agency was valued at
$18,895. From 1830 to 1840, nearly $20,000 more were expended,
chiefly for the agents’ salaries. About 1840 the appointment of
an agent ceased, and the colony became gradually self-supporting
and independent. It was proclaimed as the Republic of Liberia
in 1847.37
February 16, Thursday: Against the advice of his wife and friends, Carl Maria von Weber, ill with
tuberculosis, departed from Dresden for London to direct the premiere of Oberon. Upon his departure, his wife
considered she would never again see him alive.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 16th of 2nd M 1826 / Our Meeting was rather small & to
me a solid & measurably favoured time towards the close short
testimonys were delivered by Jonathon & Hannah Dennis —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

34. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
35. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
36. HOUSE REPORTS, 24th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 223.
37. This account is taken exclusively from government documents: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. Nos. 339, 340, 357, 429
E; IV. Nos. 457 R (1 and 2), 486 H, I, page 161 and 519 R, 564 P, 585 P; HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 65;
HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 19th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 69; 21st Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 42-3, 211-8; 22d Congress
1st session, I. No. 2, pages 45, 272-4; 22d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 48, 229; 23d Congress, 1st session, I. No. 1, pages
238, 269; 23d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 315, 363; 24th Congress 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 336, 378; 24th Congress,
2d session, I. No. 2, pages 450, 506; 25th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 3, pages 771, 850; 26th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 2, pages
534, 612; 26th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 405, 450. It is probable that the agent became eventually the United States
consul and minister; I cannot however cite evidence for this supposition.
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February 17, Friday: Abschied von der Erde D.829, a melodrama for speaker and piano by Franz Schubert to
words of von Pratobevera, was performed for the initial time, at the Vienna home of Karl Josef von
Pratobevera.

February 19, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 19th of 2nd M / Meetings pretty well attended for the
season, both Silent & the morning was a season of favour to me
for which I desire to be thankful in this time of dearth &
Poverty. —
After meeting in the Afternoon visited our aged friend David
Buffum, who I thought was better in health & seemed very bright
& cheerful. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

February 22, Wednesday: Incidental music to von Uechtritz’s play Alexander und Darius by Heinrich August
Marschner was performed for the initial time, in Dresden.
February 23, Thursday: Charles Jarvis died in Concord at the age of 25.
CHARLES JARVIS [of Concord], son of Deacon Francis Jarvis, was born
November 27, 1800 and grad[uated at Harvard College in] 1821.
He studied medicine with Doctors Hurd and Bartlett of Concord,
and Shattuck of Boston, and received his medical degree in 1825.
He settled in South Bridgwater where he soon obtained a
respectable practice. But in the following July he was attacked
with a fatal disease, removed to his father’s house and died
February 23, 1826 aged 25.38
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 23rd of 2 M / At home all day & not at Portsmouth to
attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting which was this day held there
— I feel as if I might have gone with a little more exercion,
but so it is, & tho’ I do not feel exactly right about it, yet
I have been somewhat favour’d in retirement —

[The next twelve lines are heavily crossed out, date included,
and the rest of the page left blank.]
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

38.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
February 24, Friday: The Treaty of Yandabo ended the 1st war between Great Britain and Burma. The
Burmese would be forced to pay an indemnity. Arakan, Tenasserim, Manipur, Assam, and the Burmese
coastline would be annexed to British India. Pegu would be returned to Burma.
When he got back home to Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould would write in his journal:
6th day 24th of 2 M 1826 / Went this PM to Connanicut to attend
some buisness - was occupied on 7th day & on first day attended
their Meeting there- on 2nd day [Monday] came home —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

February 25, Saturday: On the way to London, Carl Maria von Weber arrived in Paris. During his stay in the
city he would meet Luigi Cherubini, Daniel-Francois-Esprit Auber, Gioacchino Rossini, Ferdinando Paer, and
Charles-Simon Catel. Hector Berlioz, who idolized Weber, sought out the German but was unable to find him.
Rossini, observing Weber’s terrible health, tried to talk him out of going on to London.
February 27, Monday: Captain Wilhelm von Biela was searching the skies, having accepted the calculation
of Joseph Morstadt that a comet seen in 1772 and a comet seen on November 10, 1805 were the same object
returning repeatedly, and sure enough, on this night he was able to detect that object returning as predicted.
What would become known as Biela’s Comet would remain visible on this visit for 72 days.

SKY EVENT

MARCH
March: Prior to the successful leap of the Genesee Falls in Rochester, New York by Sam Patch during
November 1829, three persons had been accidentally swept over the brink, one during this month, one during
January 1827, and one during November 1827. (Of those three unfortunates, only one would live to tell the
tale.)
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

“The only lesson of history is that there are no lessons
of history.”
— A.J.P. Taylor

March: Bronson Alcott’s “On the Education of Children,” in The Churchman’s Magazine IV: 369 f.
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March: Little Freddy (Frederick Douglass), age 8, was again relocated, due to the death of his master and
presumed father Aaron Anthony of Lloyd Plantation on the Wye River in Maryland, to the home of the ship
carpenter Hugh Auld and his wife Sophia in the Fells Point area of Baltimore.39 He was initially assigned to
care for, and would eventually, in November 1827, be inherited by, the white toddler Thomas “Tommy” Auld.
The name his mother Harriet Bailey had given him, Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey, had become
somewhat shortened in use:
Little Thomas was told, there was his Freddy.
Meanwhile a negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Fingal, master D. Urquijo, on its one and
only known Middle Passage, having started with a cargo of 61 enslaved Africans out of an unknown area of
Africa, was arriving at Salt Key with 58 living bodies — as three of its pieces of cargo had perished in transit.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
March 1, Wednesday: The town of Lowell was organized, and named in honor of Francis C. Lowell.
March 2, Thursday: Johann Simon Mayr stepped down as president of the Ateneo, Bergamo.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 2nd of 3rd M 1826 / Small silent meetings - but some
degree of Favour —
39. The address is now 1815 Aliceanna Street.
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March 3, Friday: Carl Maria von Weber suffered a seizure in Calais due to wet weather.
Incorporation in Concord of the Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company.
The Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company was incorporated
March 3, and organized March 29, 1826. The Hon. Abiel Heywood
was chosen President, and the Hon. Nathan Brooks, Secretary and
Treasurer, who, with John Keyes, Daniel Shattuck, Elias Phinney
of Lexington, and Daniel Richardson of Tyngsborough, have since
been Directors. The other directors have been Samuel Burr, 1826
to 1830; Josiah Davis, from 1830; Micah M. Rutter of East
Sudbury, 1826 to 1828; Joshua Page of Bedford, 1826 to 1829;
Rufus Hosmer of Stow, from 1829; and Charles Merriam of Weston,
from 1830. The first policy was issued May 17, 1826; and the
following table will show the amount of business in this
excellent institution since that time.40

Year

Policies

Insured

Premium Notes

Losses

1827

440

$801,247

$41,276.41

$650.00

1828

226

$387,871

$22,177.47

$100.00

1829

406

$645,673

$37,774.13

$857.74

1830

590

$857,700

$53,173.80

$2,924.50

1831

499

$646,279

$39,954.01

$1,452.53

1832

508

$708,064

$45,184.85

$3,150.75

March 4, Saturday: Carl Maria von Weber crossed the Channel from Calais to Dover.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 4 of 3 M / Attended the Meeting of the Trustees of
Eastons Point - In the eveng was called to witness the departure
from this life of our ancient friend James Taylor he died about
half past 9 OC in the evening in the 88th Year of his Age —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

40.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
The 1st railway in US to be chartered, the Granite Railway in Quincy, Massachusetts, obtained its charter on
this day.

(In this year a tramway was also being built in Kingsey Township, Québec, but it would use wooden rails.
The rails of this Quincy line would also be wooden — but the wood would be ironclad.)
The Boston House of Juvenile Reformation opened its doors for business.
American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance,
on this date Robert Perry, who had forfeited his ship for slave-trading, was pardoned by President John Quincy
Adams (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 140).
March 5, Sunday: Carl Maria von Weber reached London.
March 8, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Slave
Ships in Alabama: Message from the President ... in relation to the Cargoes of certain Slave Ships, etc.” –
HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 1 sess. VI. No. 121; cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 1 sess., VIII. No. 126, and
IX. Nos. 152, 163; also HOUSE REPORTS, 19 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 231. (Cases of the Constitution, Louisa, and
Merino.)
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March 9, Thursday: Rehearsals for Oberon began at Covent Garden under the direction of the composer, Carl
Maria von Weber.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 9th of 3 M / I have attended Meetings as usual this Week
& nothing very remarkable in any of them - Poverty is my portion
from day to day. — Yet at times, it seems as if a little bread
was dispenced for which according to my measure I desire to be
thankful. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

March 10, Friday: King Joao VI of Portugal died and was succeeded by his son Emperor Pedro I of Brazil,
who would rule Portugal as Pedro IV.

March 11, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 11th of 3 M / This morning about 4 OC our Old neighbour
Alice Sherman quietly departed this life — She was a woman of
but few words, - but examplary in her family & brought up a large
family of children in an orderly manner - in the night,
perceiving her final change drawing nigh, she apprised her
Watchers of it & requested them to call her husband & family,
She then lay sometime evidently with her mind engaged in mental
supplication & then said “O Lord, I am a poor creature, but thou
knows my heart, & that I love thee better than husband or
children - I have nothing to depend upon but thy mercy & am ready
to depart when thou sees meet to take me” — She then took leave
of her husband & children & very soon was released from suffering
- — Her death was triumphant & I have no doubt has enter’d into
rest She was 53 Years of Age - & her husband & family will have
a great loss. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

March 12, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 12th of 3rd M 1826 / Our Meetings were Silent but Seasons
of some weight - Set most of the evening with our Aged friend
D Buffum & closed it with Job Sherman where my wife went in the
early part of it [illegible] family bear their Affliction with
becoming fortitude
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

March 13, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 13 of 3 M / This Afternoon attended the funeral of our
Neighbour Alice Sherman, which was solemnized at the Meeting
house where a pretty large number of people attended - & Father

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
Rodman & Hannah Dennis engaged in lively testimonys which were
well received. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
March 14, Tuesday: The US agreed, after much controversy, to send two delegates to a congress of the new
Latin American republics, to be held in Panama, Colombia.
The United States Congress passed an appropriation bill which included $32,000 for the US Navy’s squadron
in the Atlantic, attempting to intercept slave cargos and return the blacks to the shore of Africa.
“An Act making appropriations for the support of the navy,” etc.
“For the agency on the coast of Africa, for receiving the
negroes,” etc., $32,000. STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 140, 141.

March 15, Wednesday: Franz Liszt gave the 1st of two concerts in two days at Nimes.
March 16, Thursday: The Supreme Court of the United States, ruling on the circuit-court impasse, instructed
that the African persons making up the cargo of the captured negrero Antelope were to be “designated by proof
made to the satisfaction of the court.”
INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 19th [sic] of 3 M / Father Rodman & Abigail Sherman
were concerned in testimony, & it was a good meeting —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

March 18, Saturday: After a concert in London, Carl Maria von Weber was invited to a supper. He coughed a
considerable amount of blood in the carriage and was carried up the steps.
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March 19, Sunday: John Dunn Hunter arrived in Mexico City, where he would be promised that there would
be a land grant to individual Indian settlers, but would not be successful in negotiating a Cherokee tribal grant
with the right of self-government.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 19th of 3rd M / Both Meetings silent & very low to my
feelings - It seemed as if I was incapable of entering into that
exercise of mind which renders meetings proffitable —
Was this evening surprised & affected with the melancholy
account of the death of Poor William Briggs Jr - he was a boy
when he lived in his Fathers house. Kind affectionate &
promising, but alass bad company enticed him away & Strong drink
became his ruin, so far that his afflicted parents were afraid
he should remain in the house with him, from recent acts of
violence which he offered them when in a drunken State, in
consequence of which he was yesterday carried to the Assylum on
Coasters Harbour where he was confined till this morning, when
having the liberty to walk round the house - told the Keepers
he did not wish any meat for dinner, but preferd Rice & Milk
which was gotten for him, & while he was eating it fell into a
fit & died in a few minutes - his parents & Sister I feel much
for - they were kind & very affectionate neighbours to us while
we lived under their roof & since we have kept up the
acquaintance with them. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

March 20, Monday: Court records of Chenango County, State of New York (People vs Joseph Smith) indicate
that Joseph Smith, Jr. was summoned before Judge Albert Neeley for “money digging,” and for using a “peep
stone” to seek buried treasures.
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March 21, Tuesday: In Vienna, String Quartet op.130 (with the Grosse Fuge) by Ludwig van Beethoven was
performed for the initial time.
Funding was arranged for enclosure of the European cemetery in Algiers, where the bodies of Europeans were
being exposed to insults by the public and damage by the sea.

READ THE FULL TEXT
March 23, Thursday: Dissident members of Concord’s 1st Parish Church society, a group that had been by
imperceptible degrees becoming Unitarian, at this point accepted from Ebenezer Hubbard the gift of a
building lot on Walden Street.41
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 23 of 3 M / Meeting much as usual of late - we still
feel the want of the company of Some of our Aged Members who are
confined & usually when at Meeting bore the burden RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
March 25, Saturday: Samuel Sebastian Wesley was appointed organist at St. James’ Chapel, Hampstead
Road, London.
March 26, Easter Sunday: Through the agency of Sir George Smart, a Dr. Severin went to see Carl Maria von
Weber in London. The doctor told Weber not to worry and prescribed pills and a rabbit skin to be put on his
chest.
A constitution for Brazil was promulgated. It provided for a hereditary monarchy and a bicameral parliament.
Alvan Clark got married with Maria Pease.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 26th of 3rd M 1826 / Yesterday Afternoon Our friend
Thomas Anthony & Wm Reynolds came from Greenwich, took tea
& lodged with us — they also Dined with us today & attended both
our meetings - Thomas’s ministry was as a refreshing rain on
parched land - The hearts of the brethren were comforted & much
refreshed thereby, & were thankful on his account as well as our
own that there were evidences of life yet remaining — Thomas
I have long known & loved he was an early correspondent of mine,
in tender Years, when we took sweet council together. — We took
tea at Father Rodmans with them, & then I waited on them to
D Buffum from whence they went to J Dennis’s
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
March 27, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 27 of 3rd M / This morning our friends Thos A & Wm R
41. This jibes well with the general history of the Congregationalist movement, which originated in a demand for exclusiveness
rather than in a desire to be more inclusive. The original churches that went Congregational did so out of a demand that these local
congregations were to have an absolute right to expel or refuse those they considered to be unworthy. Only these local people were
to be able to determine who to elect to reside among the local righteous.
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came in from J D’s - stoped at our house a little while & then
crossed the ferry with a prospect of getting home tonight —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
March 28, Tuesday: In Carlisle, Deacon John Robbins died at the age of 82.
March 29, Wednesday: Installation in Concord of the initial slate of officers of the Middlesex Mutual Fire
Insurance Company. Micah M. Rutter of East Sudbury would be a Director until 1828. Joshua Page of Bedford
would be a Director until 1829. Samuel Burr would be a Director until 1830.
March 30, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 30th 3 M / Our frd Abigail Robinson much favourd in
testimony & to the comfort of some minds —
Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting was held & not much buisness before
it. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

SPRING
Spring: Both legs of a relative of Samuel Ringgold Ward were broken, when a tree he was chopping fell on
him.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

[M]y father had a cousin, in New Jersey, who had escaped from
slavery. In the spring of 1826 he was cutting down a tree, which
accidentally fell upon him, breaking both thighs. While
suffering from this accident his master came and took him back
into Maryland. He continued lame a very great while, without any
apparent signs of amendment, until one fine morning he was gone!
They never took him again.
Spring: William Lloyd Garrison having satisfactorily completed his 7-year apprentice as a printer, his
employer loaned him funds with which to purchase the Essex Courant, a Newburyport, Massachusetts
newspaper that had been founded a few years earlier by the Democratic-Republicans in opposition to the High
Federalist stance of the Herald. Garrison changed the name of the paper to the Free Press and changed its
politics to High Federalist. Its new slogan was “Our Country, Our Whole Country and Nothing But Our
Country.” (At the age of 21, Garrison began encouraging John Greenleaf Whittier, a local 19-year-old Quaker
farm boy, to submit poems for publication in his Free Press.) The 1st of Friend John’s early efforts to see
publication was “The Exile’s Departure,” a poem that had been sent to the press not by him but on his behalf
by his sister Mary.
At some point during this year, Garrison and several friends would hike in from Newburyport to Boston to see
the sights. This was a 2-day excursion each way (the 1st day out the group managed 24 miles).
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When I was fourteen years old my first school-master, Joshua
Coffin, the able, eccentric historian of Newbury, brought with
him to our house a volume of Burns’ poems, from which he read,
greatly to my delight. I begged him to leave the book with me;
and set myself at once to the task of mastering the glossary
of the Scottish dialect at its close. This was about the first
poetry I had ever read, (with the exception of that of the
Bible, of which I had been a close student,) and it had a
lasting influence upon me I began to make rhymes myself,
and to imagine stories and adventures. In fact I lived a sort
of dual life, and in a world of fancy, as well as in the world
of plain matter-of-fact about me. My father always had a weekly
newspaper, and when young Garrison started his “Free Press”
at Newburyport, he took it in the place of the “Haverhill
Gazette.” My sister, who was two years older than myself,
sent one of my poetical attempts to the editor. Some weeks
afterwards the news-carrier came along on horse-back and threw
the paper out from his saddle-bags. My uncle and I were mending
fences. I took up the sheet, and was surprised and overjoyed
to see my lines in the “Poet’s Corner.” I stood gazing at them
in wonder, and my uncle had to call me several times to my work
before I could recover myself. Soon after, Garrison came to our
farm-house, and I was called in from hoeing in the corn-field
to see him. He encouraged me, and urged my father to send me
to school. I longed for education, but the means to procure it
were wanting. Luckily, the young man who worked for us on the
farm in summer, eked out his small income by making ladies’
shoes and slippers in the winter; and I learned enough of him
to earn a sum sufficient to carry me through a term of six
months in the Haverhill Academy. The next winter I ventured
upon another expedient for raising money, and kept a district
school in the adjoining town of Amesbury, thereby enabling me
to have another academy term. The next winter I spent in
Boston, writing for a paper. Returning in the spring, while at
work on the farm, I was surprised by an invitation to take
charge of the Hartford (Ct.) “Review,” in the place of
the famous George D. Prentice, who had removed to Kentucky.
I had sent him some of my school “compositions,” which he had
received favorably. I was unwilling to lose the chance of doing
something more in accordance with my taste, and, though I felt
my unfitness for the place, I accepted it, and remained nearly
two years, when I was called home by the illness of my father,
who died soon after. I then took charge of the farm, and worked
hard to “make both ends meet;” and, aided by my mother’s
and sister’s thrift and economy, in some measure succeeded.
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Spring: In Concord, the organization of a chapter of Royal Arch Masons (over and above the town’s existing
Corinthian Lodge of Free Masons).
The Thoreaus moved from the brick house Jonas Hastings had erected in about 1790 at the corner of Main
Street and Walden Street in Concord into the Davis house next door to the substantial residence of the attorney
Samuel Hoar42 and across the street from the “Shattuck House (now William Monroe’s)”: the actual journal
entry is “Davis’s House, (next to S. Hoar’s) to May 7th, 1827.”43

David Henry was attending the Concord Academy and studying under Preceptor Phineas Allen.
THOREAU RESIDENCES
“Is a house but a gall on the face of the earth,
a nidus which some insect has provided for its young?”
–JOURNAL May 1, 1857

42. It was in this year that Samuel Hoar was becoming a Massachusetts senator. (In politics, Hoar began as a Federalist,

became a Whig, and would continue as a Whig until the nomination of slavemaster Zachary Taylor for president.)

43. This house is now at #166 Main Street in Concord, and is referred to as the Concord Academy’s Aloian House.
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Spring: An attack of scarlet fever caused damage to Herman Melvill’s eyes that would bring increasing
problems in later years. At age seven, according to his father “very backward in speech and somewhat slow
in comprehension” due to this damage, yet “of a docile and amiable disposition,” Herman would enter the
New-York Male High School.44

Late Spring: As usual, the swarming of the 17-year New England cicadas Magicicada septendecim.
In later years Henry Thoreau will make no mention of remembering the hearing of this din. (That’s because
the swarm did not reach all the way over to eastern Massachusetts, its eastmost point being in central
Connecticut.)
NEW ENGLAND

APRIL
April: The constitution of the Trinitarian Congregationalist Society of Concord was signed by 69 persons.
April: At the urging of the Reverend Mr. McDowell, Angelina Emily Grimké converted from
Episcopalianism to Presbyterianism. She wrote to her elder sister, Friend Sarah Moore Grimké:
O, my dear mother, I have joyful news to tell you. God
has given me a new heart. He has renewed a right spirit
within me. This is news which has occasioned even the
angels in heaven to rejoice; surely, then, as a
Christian, as my sister and my mother, you will also
greatly rejoice. For many years I hardened my heart, and
would not listen to God’s admonitions to flee from the
wrath to come. Now I feel as if I could give up all for
Christ, and that if I no longer live in conformity to
the world, I can be saved.... The Presbyterians, I
think, enjoy so many privileges that, on this account,
I would wish to be one. They have their monthly concert
and prayer-meetings, Bible-classes, weekly prayermeetings, morning and evening, and many more which
spring from different circumstances. I trust, my dear
mother, you will approve of what I have done. I cannot
but think if I had been taking an improper step, my
conscience would have warned me of it, but, far
otherwise, I have gone on my way rejoicing.
“Mr. Hanckel sent me a note and a tract persuasive of
my remaining in his church. The latter I think the most
44. Then Melville’s father’s felt and fur import business would go bankrupt and the family would relocate from Manhattan “Island
of the Hills” upstate to Albany, New York.
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bigoted thing I ever read. He said he would call and see
me on the subject. I trust and believe God will give me
words whereby to refute his arguments. Brother Tom
sanctioned my change, for his liberal mind embraces all
classes of Christians in the arms of charity and love,
and he thinks everyone right to sit under that minister,
and choose that form, which makes the deepest impression
on the heart. I feel that I have begun a great work, and
must be diligent. Adieu, my dear mother. You must write
soon to your daughter, and tell her all your mind on
this subject.
April: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Iris, master unknown, on one of its three
known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 100 enslaved Africans,
arrived at a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
April 1, Saturday: Captain Samuel Morey of Orford, New Hampshire received a patent for an internal
combustion engine.
Sophie Sherburne Withington, wife of the Reverend Leonard Withington, mother of three young boys, died at
the age of 39. The body would be placed in the Oak Hill Cemetery of Newburyport, Massachusetts.
April 2, Sunday: A concert to benefit Valentin Alkan took place in the Pape showroom, Paris. This was his
debut as pianist and composer.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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1st day 2 of 4 M 1826 / Silent meetings excepting a few words
from Father Rodman in the Afternoon. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
April 3, Monday: Gioachino Rossini conducted a concert in Paris for the relief of Greek patriots.
Milton Town Meeting granted right-of-way permissions for the construction of a railway, stipulating that “any
person shall be entitled to have stone carried in the said cars and vehicles at pleasure, on payment of toll.”
These words of this town meeting are the precedent for our American public access to railroads.
April 4, Tuesday: An agreement to be known as “the Protocol of St. Petersburg” was reached between the
Duke of Wellington, representing Great Britain, and Tsar Nikolai I of Russia, by which Britain would be able
to offer mediation between Greece and the Turks. The objective of Great Britain and Russia in entering into
such an agreement would be to provide Greece with the status of a “tributary state” of the Ottoman Empire,
possessing a certain degree of autonomy.

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
April 5, Wednesday: Publication of the Rondo brillant op.109 for piano by Johann Nepomuk Hummel was
announced in the Wiener Zeitung.
Seven Songs to Words of Scott op.52 by Franz Schubert were published by Artaria.

April 6, Thursday: The Philharmonic Society elected Carl Maria von Weber its 1st honorary member.
Three songs by Franz Schubert were published by Weigl as his op.57: Der Schmetterling and Die Berge to
words of von Schlegel, and the 1st setting of An den Mond to words of Holty. Weigl also published three of
Schubert’s songs to words of Schiller has his op.56 (later corrected to op.58): Hektors Abschied, An Emma
and the 2d setting of Des Madchens Klage.
Franz Liszt gave the 1st of six concerts this month in Marseilles.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 6th of 4 M / Silent meetings again, but some favour &
some solid countenances among the Young people. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

April 7, Friday: Franz Schubert petitioned the Emperor to be appointed Vice-Director of the Imperial Court
Chapel. He would eventually fail.
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April 8, Saturday: US Secretary of State Henry Clay and Senator John Randolph of Virginia fought a duel
over Randolph’s accusations about Clay’s Latin America policies. Neither was injured.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 8th of 4th M 1826 / With My H rode to Portsmouth to see
my Mother & on the way stoped a little while at Richd Mitchells
to see them - his daughter Anne being very sick —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

April 9, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
Found Mother & Uncle & Aunt Stanton all well - Staid all night
-& First day morning it being Stormy & both myself & wife unwell
with colds, we did not think it proper to go to Meeting, which
I felt very heavy about, but passed the Day pleasantly & after
tea rode home. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
April 10, Monday: The village of Rochester, New York was chartered.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 10 of 4 M / Consider it a favour we are at home, it being
very Stormy of Snow & cold. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
April 12, Wednesday: Oberon, a romantic opera by Carl Maria von Weber to words of Planche after Wieland,
was performed for the initial time, in Covent Garden, London. As the composer arrived to conduct the
premiere he received a standing ovation with cheering and waving. The overture and each number were
encored, some twice.

April 13, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 13th of 4th M 1826 / Our Select Meeting was this day
held In the public meeting it was a low time but Hannah Dennis
was favourd in a short testimony, feeling & sweet In the last meeting life continued low but the buisness was
resulted with some weight - The most members were present that
have been together in some time - Our frd D Buffum was there who
has not been able to get to any Meeting before in about five
Months —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
April 14, Friday: Here are extracts from Daniel Webster’s speech to the House of Representatives on the US’s
relations with the South American republics:45
It has been affirmed, that this measure, and the sentiments
45. Edwin P. Whipple’s THE GREAT SPEECHES AND ORATIONS OF DANIEL WEBSTER WITH AN ESSAY ON DANIEL WEBSTER AS A
MASTER OF ENGLISH STYLE (Boston: Little, Brown, 1879).
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expressed by the Executive relative to its objects, are an
acknowledged departure from the neutral policy of the United
States. Sir, I deny that there is an acknowledged departure, or
any departure at all, from the neutral policy of the country.
What do we mean by our neutral policy? Not, I suppose, a blind
and stupid indifference to whatever is passing around us; not a
total disregard to approaching events, or approaching evils,
till they meet us full in the face. Nor do we mean, by our
neutral policy, that we intend never to assert our rights by
force. No, Sir. We mean by our policy of neutrality, that the
great objects of national pursuit with us are connected with
peace. We covet no provinces; we desire no conquests; we
entertain no ambitious projects of aggrandizement by war. This
is our policy. But it does not follow from this, that we rely
less than other nations on our own power to vindicate our own
rights. We know that the last logic of kings is also our last
logic; that our own interests must be defended and maintained
by our own arm; and that peace or war may not always be of our
own choosing. Our neutral policy, therefore, not only justifies,
but requires, our anxious attention to the political events
which take place in the world, a skilful perception of their
relation to our own concerns, and an early anticipation of their
consequences, and firm and timely assertion of what we hold to
be our own rights and our own interests. Our neutrality is not
a predetermined abstinence, either from remonstrances, or from
force. Our neutral policy is a policy that protects neutrality,
that defends neutrality, that takes up arms, if need be, for
neutrality. When it is said, therefore, that this measure
departs from our neutral policy, either that policy, or the
measure itself, is misunderstood. It implies either that the
object or the tendency of the measure is to involve us in the
war of other states, which I think cannot be shown, or that the
assertion of our own sentiments, on points affecting deeply our
own interests, may place us in a hostile attitude toward other
states, and that therefore we depart from neutrality; whereas
the truth is, that the decisive assertion and the firm support
of these sentiments may be most essential to the maintenance of
neutrality.
An honorable member from Pennsylvania thinks this congress will
bring a dark day over the United States. Doubtless, Sir, it is
an interesting moment in our history; but I see no great proofs
of thick-coming darkness. But the object of the remark seemed
to be to show that the President himself saw difficulties on all
sides, and, making a choice of evils, preferred rather to send
ministers to this congress, than to run the risk of exciting the
hostility of the states by refusing to send. In other words, the
gentleman wished to prove that the President intended an
alliance; although such intention is expressly disclaimed.
Much commentary has been bestowed on the letters of invitation
from the ministers. I shall not go through with verbal
criticisms on these letters. Their general import is plain
enough. I shall not gather together small and minute quotations,
taking a sentence here, a word there, and a syllable in a third
place, dovetailing them into the course of remark, till the
printed discourse bristles in every line with inverted commas.
I look to the general tenor of the invitations, and I find that
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we are asked to take part only in such things as concern
ourselves. I look still more carefully to the answers, and I see
every proper caution and proper guard. I look to the message,
and I see that nothing is there contemplated likely to involve
us in other men’s quarrels, or that may justly give offence to
any foreign state. With this I am satisfied.
I must now ask the indulgence of the committee to an important
point in the discussion, I mean the declaration of the President
in 1823.46 Not only as a member of the House, but as a citizen
of the country, I have an anxious desire that this part of our
public history should stand in its proper light. The country
has, in my judgment, a very high honor connected with that
occurrence, which we may maintain, or which we may sacrifice. I
look upon it as a part of its treasures of reputation; and, for
one, I intend to guard it.
Sir, let us recur to the important political events which led
to that declaration, or accompanied it. In the fall of 1822, the
allied sovereigns held their congress at Verona. The great
subject of consideration was the condition of Spain, that
country then being under the government of the Cortes. The
question was, whether Ferdinand should be reinstated in all his
authority, by the intervention of foreign force. Russia,
Prussia, France, and Austria were inclined to that measure;
England dissented and protested; but the course was agreed on,
and France, with the consent of these other Continental powers,
took the conduct of the operation into her own hands. In the
spring of 1823, a French army was sent into Spain. Its success
was complete. The popular government was overthrown, and
Ferdinand re-established in all his power. This invasion, Sir,
was determined on, and undertaken, precisely on the doctrines
which the allied monarchs had proclaimed the year before, at
Laybach; that is, that they had a right to interfere in the
concerns of another state, and reform its government, in order
to prevent the effects of its bad example; this bad example, be
it remembered, always being the example of free government. Now,
Sir, acting on this principle of supposed dangerous example, and
having put down the example of the Cortes in Spain, it was
natural to inquire with what eyes they would look on the colonies
of Spain, that were following still worse examples. Would King
Ferdinand and his allies be content with what had been done in
Spain itself, or would he solicit their aid, and was it likely
they would grant it, to subdue his rebellious American
provinces?
Sir, it was in this posture of affairs, on an occasion which has

46. In the message of President Monroe to Congress at the commencement of the session of 1823-24, the following passage
occurs:— “In the wars of the European powers, in matters relating to themselves, we have never taken any part, nor does it comport
with our policy so to do. It is only when our rights are invaded, or seriously menaced, that we resent injuries or make preparations
for defence. With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more immediately connected, and by causes which must
be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers. The political system of the Allied Powers is essentially different, in this
respect, from that of America. This difference proceeds from that which exists in their respective governments. And to the defence
of our own, which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most
enlightened citizens, and under which we have enjoyed such unexampled felicity, this whole nation is devoted. We owe it, therefore,
to candor, and to the amicable relations existing between the United States and those powers, to declare that we should consider any
attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With the existing
colonies or dependencies of any European power, we have not interfered, and shall not interfere. But with the governments who
have declared their independence and maintained it, and whose independence we have on great consideration and on just principles
acknowledged, we could not view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their
destiny, in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward the United States.”
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already been alluded to, that I ventured to say, early in the
session of December, 1823, that these allied monarchs might
possibly turn their attention to America; that America came
within their avowed doctrine, and that her examples might very
possibly attract their notice. The doctrines of Laybach were not
limited to any continent. Spain had colonies in America, and
having reformed Spain herself to the true standard, it was not
impossible that they might see fit to complete the work by
reconciling, in their way, the colonies to the mother country.
Now, Sir, it did so happen, that, as soon as the Spanish king
was completely re-established, he invited the co-operation of
his allies in regard to South America. In the same month of
December, of 1823, a formal invitation was addressed by Spain
to the courts of St. Petersburg, Vienna, Berlin, and Paris,
proposing to establish a conference at Paris, in order that the
plenipotentiaries there assembled might aid Spain in adjusting
the affairs of her revolted provinces. These affairs were
proposed to be adjusted in such manner as should retain the
sovereignty of Spain over them; and though the co-operation of
the allies by force of arms was not directly solicited, such was
evidently the object aimed at. The king of Spain, in making this
request to the members of the Holy Alliance, argued as it has
been seen he might argue. He quoted their own doctrines of
Laybach; he pointed out the pernicious example of America; and
he reminded them that their success in Spain itself had paved
the way for successful operations against the spirit of liberty
on this side of the Atlantic.
The proposed meeting, however, did not take place. England had
already taken a decided course; for as early as October, Mr.
Canning, in a conference with the French minister in London,
informed him distinctly and expressly, that England would
consider any foreign interference, by force or by menace, in the
dispute between Spain and the colonies, as a motive for
recognizing the latter without delay. It is probable this
determination of the English government was known here at the
commencement of the session of Congress; and it was under these
circumstances, it was in this crisis, that Mr. Monroe’s
declaration was made. It was not then ascertained whether a
meeting of the Allies would or would not take place, to concert
with Spain the means of re-establishing her power; but it was
plain enough they would be pressed by Spain to aid her
operations; and it was plain enough, also, that they had no
particular liking to what was taking place on this side of the
Atlantic, nor any great disinclination to interfere. This was
the posture of affairs; and, Sir, I concur entirely in the
sentiment expressed in the resolution of a gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. Markley], that this declaration of Mr. Monroe
was wise, seasonable, and patriotic.
It has been said, in the course of this debate, to have been a
loose and vague declaration. It was, I believe, sufficiently
studied. I have understood, from good authority, that it was
considered, weighed, and distinctly and decidedly approved, by
every one of the President’s advisers at that time. Our
government could not adopt on that occasion precisely the course
which England had taken. England threatened the immediate
recognition of the provinces, if the Allies should take part
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with Spain against them. We had already recognized them. It
remained, therefore, only for our government to say how we
should consider a combination of the Allied Powers, to effect
objects in America, as affecting ourselves; and the message was
intended to say, what it does say, that we should regard such
combination as dangerous to us. Sir, I agree with those who
maintain the proposition, and I contend against those who deny
it, that the message did mean something; that it meant much; and
I maintain, against both, that the declaration effected much
good, answered the end designed by it, did great honor to the
foresight and the spirit of the government, and that it cannot
now be taken back, retracted, or annulled, without disgrace. It
met, Sir, with the entire concurrence and the hearty approbation
of the country. The tone which it uttered found a corresponding
response in the breasts of the free people of the United States.
That people saw, and they rejoiced to see, that, on a fit
occasion, our weight had been thrown into the right scale, and
that, without departing from our duty, we had done something
useful, and something effectual, for the cause of civil liberty.
One general glow of exultation, one universal feeling of the
gratified love of liberty, one conscious and proud perception
of the consideration which the country possessed, and of the
respect and honor which belonged to it, pervaded all bosoms.
Possibly the public enthusiasm went too far; it certainly did
go far. But, Sir, the sentiment which this declaration inspired
was not confined to ourselves. Its force was felt everywhere,
by all those who could understand its object and foresee its
effect. In that very House of Commons of which the gentleman
from South Carolina has spoken with such commendation, how was
it received? Not only, Sir, with approbation, but, I may say,
with no little enthusiasm. While the leading minister [Mr.
Canning] expressed his entire concurrence in the sentiments and
opinions of the American President, his distinguished competitor
[Mr. Brougham] in that popular body, less restrained by official
decorum, and more at liberty to give utterance to all the feeling
of the occasion, declared that no event had ever created greater
joy, exultation, and gratitude among all the free men in Europe;
that he felt pride in being connected by blood and language with
the people of the United States; that the policy disclosed by
the message became a great, a free, and an independent nation;
and that he hoped his own country would be prevented by no mean
pride, or paltry jealousy, from following so noble and glorious
an example.
It is doubtless true, as I took occasion to observe the other
day, that this declaration must be considered as founded on our
rights, and to spring mainly from a regard to their
preservation. It did not commit us, at all events, to take up
arms on any indication of hostile feeling by the powers of Europe
towards South America. If, for example, all the states of Europe
had refused to trade with South America until her states should
return to their former allegiance, that would have furnished no
cause of interference to us. Or if an armament had been furnished
by the Allies to act against provinces the most remote from us,
as Chili or Buenos Ayres, the distance of the scene of action
diminishing our apprehension of danger, and diminishing also our
means of effectual interposition, might still have left us to
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content ourselves with remonstrance. But a very different case
would have arisen, if an army, equipped and maintained by these
powers, had been landed on the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and
commenced the war in our own immediate neighborhood. Such an
event might justly be regarded as dangerous to ourselves, and,
on that ground, call for decided and immediate interference by
us. The sentiments and the policy announced by the declaration,
thus understood, were, therefore, in strict conformity to our
duties and our interest.
Sir, I look on the message of December, 1823, as forming a bright
page in our history. I will help neither to erase it nor tear
it out; nor shall it be, by any act of mine, blurred or blotted.
It did honor to the sagacity of the government, and I will not
diminish that honor. It elevated the hopes, and gratified the
patriotism, of the people. Over those hopes I will not bring a
mildew; nor will I put that gratified patriotism to shame.
April 16, Sunday: Charles Wilkes got married with Jane Jeffrey Renwick.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 16th of 4th M / D Buffum again at Meeting but set in
silence tho’ Father Rodman had a short testimony in the morning
& in the Afternoon J Dennis also in the Afternoon had a few words
-5th day 20th of 4th M / Silent Meeting & in my mind some
arisings of life for which I was in degree thankful & glad —
In the last (Preparative) The Queries were all Answerd, it being
the Preparative Meeting before the Quarter, preceding the Yearly
Meeting. - to some of the Answers, I thought some pertinent
& seasonable observations were made. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
April 17, Monday: New York granted a charter for its first railway, the Mohawk and Hudson Railroad
Company, to run between Albany and Schenectady, capitalized at $300,000 with an option to raise an
additional $500,000.
The village of Saratoga Springs, New York was incorporated.
Whitesboro, New York’s Scientific and Military Academy of Western District was incorporated by the state
legislature.
April 22, Saturday: Egyptian forces capture Missolonghi (Mesolongian), west of Athens, after a long siege.
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April 23, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 23 of 4 M / Our Meeting this morning gathered under
unsual Solemnity of which my mind was favour’d to partake —
Father Rodman was engaged in a short testimony, which was
pertinent according to my feelings — Then our frd D Buffum for
the first time since he has got out of his long confinement,
appear’d in a very lively & pertinent testimony - He first spoke
on his seat, but not feeling easy to go on in that way, he rose,
& appeard much affected with the subject of the Marriage at Canna
in Gallilee, opening from it the necessity of our attending to
the commands of the Master, which was to fill the water pots,
which tho a simple injunction, was made a great display of divine
power, & that which was weak became strong & refreshing to the
company present, so he believed it would be with us now - if we
obeyed the command of the Lord we should find our strength
renew’d, our quallifications to usefulness & our peace of mind
increased. he spake of the necessity of Faith & confidence in
the divine Arm, & that we beware of speculation, which was
dangerous, particularly when we began to think another time
would do — We were Silent but solid in the Afternoon - We took
tea at Father Rodmans & then I took a walk on the Point & called
at Abigail Robinsons & paid an interesting visit to her, & was
comforted with her lively & pertinent remarks, & a letter she
read to me from her Sister Mary R Morton
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
April 25, Tuesday: The stagecoach arrived at Troy, New York — and down got matriculating Rensselaer
student Asa Fitch. Immediately this new student enlisted in that school’s Erie Canal expedition.
Louis Dwight reported that:
Since October, 1824, I have visited most of the prisons on two
routes, between Massachusetts and Georgia, and a large number
of Prisons besides, in the New England States and New York ...
and I have found melancholy testimony to establish one general
fact, viz., That Boys are Prostituted to the Lust of old Convicts
... the Sin of Sodom is the Vice of Prisoners, and Boys are the
Favorite Prostitutes. Nature and humanity cry aloud for
redemption from this dreadful degradation.

April 26, Wednesday: A liberal constitution was promulgated in Portugal providing for a hereditary
monarchy and bicameral cortes.
Commencement exercises were held at Rensselaer, New York. Among the speakers were professors Ebenezer
Emmons, Addison Hulbert, H.H. Eaton, and Bennet F. Root. The school was offering “learning through
experimental and demonstrative lectures.”
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April 27, Thursday: Rensselaer professor Amos Eaton went to Albany, New York to arrange for the canal boat
for his upcoming student field trip on the Erie Canal, the LaFayette.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 27th of 4th M 1826 / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting was this
day held at Portsmouth, to attend which I went out over night &
lodged at Uncle Stantons — aunt Patty being very sick did not
go, so I walked to Meeting & on my way stoped at Richd Sissons
to see him — In the first Meeting Ruth Freeborn preached
excellently —In the last Meeting we got through with some
buisness which had been long on hand, particularly on
application for Membership from our Preparative Meeting - which
was not a very clear or satisfactory case at last — Dined at
Richd Mitchells & rode Home with David Buffum in his carriage. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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April 28, Friday: Charles Wilkes was promoted to lieutenant in the US Navy.

Which wasn’t nearly good enough — once he was safely out onto the Pacific Ocean and beyond scrutiny,
he would promote himself to captain and begin to fly a commodore’s flag.
April 29, Saturday: Asa Fitch, a member of the Rensselaer field expedition group, studied the types of rock
they would be encountering as they passed across New York.
King Pedro IV signed the constitutional charter and announced his intention to abdicate in favor of his infant
daughter Maria da Gloria, if she was betrothed to his brother Miguel and Miguel accepted the new
constitution.
A seriously ill Carl Maria von Weber attended the premiere of Bishop’s Alladin at Drury Lane. As he entered,
the house rose. During the “Huntsmen’s Chorus” the audience whistled Weber’s chorus of the same name.
A farewell concert was given at Boylston Hall in Boston for Anton Philipp Heinrich.
April 30, Sunday: The Erie Canal boat LaFayette, hired in Albany, New York for Professor Amos Eaton’s
Rensselaer field expedition, was towed to Troy. Asa Fitch helped maneuver the craft through the sloop lock.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 31[?] 4 M / Our Monthly Meeting was well attended & solid
- Father Rodman concerned in a short testimony—
Having something to attend too at Uncle Stantons before 27
Meeting & to make the way more clear to leave home I rode out
in his waggon which was in town & got there by 3 OClock — after
taking a dish of tea there I set out for home on foot & walked
home
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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MAY
May: Federal judges Johnson and Cuyler, ruling as a circuit court, again refigured the Spanish claim in regard
to the cargo of the captured negrero Antelope, this time setting it at a maximum of 50.
INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

May: The US Congress passed a resolution of thanks to Midshipman Silas Duncan of the Saratoga for gallant
conduct under the severe fire of the enemy (he had gone alone in a gig to order the return of the galleys that
had been lying in Cumberland Bay, placing himself under the fire of enemy who were marching along the
beach near Dead Creek). The Congress also authorized the US President to cause to be delivered to each of
the members of the company of “Aiken’s Volunteers” a rifle as had been promised by General Macomb, for
having volunteered for military duty during the siege of Plattsburgh. The members of this company had been
at the time mere lads — Martin J. Aiken, Azariah C. Flagg, Ira A. Wood, Gustavus A. Bird, James Trowbridge,
Hazen Mooers, Henry K. Averill, St. John B.L. Skinner, Frederick P. Allen, Hiram Walworth, Ethan Everest,
Amos Soper, James Patten, Bartemus Brooks, Smith Bateman, Melancton W. Travis, and Flavius Williams.
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May: John Dunn Hunter returned to his Cherokee village in East Texas and, with Richard Fields, began
negotiations with Martin Parmer and associates for the movement that would result in the Fredonian
Rebellion. Arrangements were made at Sand Springs in the area of southern Rusk County for dividing Texas
between the Indians and the Anglo settlers with a line beginning at those springs and running due west to the
Rio Grande. At this juncture Peter Ellis Bean arrived in East Texas as an agent of the Mexican government.
Through Bean’s influence the Cherokee council would repudiate the agreement and refuse to send men to
assist the rebels. Richard Fields and John Dunn Hunter would flee after a trial by the Cherokee Council and
would be captured and executed early in February 1827.

May: According to a comet list published in Boston in 1846, attributed to Professor Benjamin Peirce:

SKY EVENT
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May: James Cooper was awarded a silver medal by the Corporation of the City of New-York.
Margaret Charlotte Charpentier Scott died at Abbotsford. For his forthcoming book on Napoleon Bonaparte,
Sir Walter Scott visited London, breakfasting with King George IV and giving sittings to painters, and then
went on to Paris where he met King Charles X and other famous plus attended a performance of an opera based
upon his IVANHOE.

May: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
I cannot realize what has happened. We are actually going to
England. Mr. Rufus King’s (our Minister in London) health has
broken down. Most important matters have to be negotiated. The
President has begged father to take his place. He has accepted
but on the condition that he goes on a special mission and not
as a resident Minister; that he is at liberty to return in a
year: that an ample sum is to be put at his disposal, as he knows
that outward show has a great effect on the English people. This
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has all been agreed to privately. These are the most important
negotiations and can only be placed in the hands of a very strong
man. The whole of the commercial questions to be finally
settled. The most important are the North-Eastern and NorthWestern Boundary questions. Also the Commercial Convention which
father negotiated in 1815 in London, and again in 1818 to last
ten years.
May 1, Monday: At the Round Hill School in Northampton, George Bancroft and George Henry Bode signed
the preface to the 2d edition of Edward Everett’s English translation of Professor Philip Karl Buttmann’s
BUTTMANN’S GREEK GRAMMAR.

STRAßE PHILIPP BUTTMANN IN BERLIN IS NOT NAMED AFTER THIS PHILOLOGIST.
The Rensselaer field expedition on the Erie Canal needed to stand by for a day due to the large quantity of
baggage and bedding that was being loaded onto their canal boat, the LaFayette.
Jonas Wheeler of Concord died at the age of 37.
JONAS WHEELER, son of Jotham Wheeler, was born February 9, 1789,
and graduated [at Harvard College] in 1810. He read law with
Erastus Root, Esq., of Camden, Maine, and settled in the
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profession in that town. He was justice of the peace, Colonel
in the militia, delegate to form the constitution, a
representative and a member of the Senate of Maine, of which he
was President the two last years of his life. He died May 1,
1826, aged 37.47
May 2, Tuesday: Emperor Pedro I of Brazil waived his right to the Portuguese throne in favor of his daughter
Maria de Gloria.
The United States recognized the Peruvian Republic.
After waiting for the loading of stove, utensils, crockery, the Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition got
under way along the Erie Canal. The LaFayette made its way through the sloop lock at 11 AM, stopping in
Troy, New York to onload Hezekiah Hulbert Eaton’s chemical apparatus. Timothy Dwight Eaton joined the
party. Dinner was held at the foot of the nine-lock Waterford flight. Asa Fitch and others walked as far as
Cohoes and then waited two hours for the boat to catch up. At tea Professor Eaton read out the rules of conduct
and the schedule — wake at sunrise, breakfast at eight, dinner at 2, tea after boat stopping for the night. There
were 24 members of this all-male (it goes without saying) expedition. The sleeping would be crowded so they
created a tent on the afterdeck that could sleep 4. Taps not being in their curriculum, they would not get to bed
until after midnight. Governor DeWitt Clinton’s son George W. Clinton was one of the participants.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 2nd of 5th M 1826 / This Morning with my wife & others
making a company of 21 in number - went on board the Packet for
Greenwich to attend Quarterly Meeting we arrived before One
OClock at Daniel Howlands - & After Dinner Uncle Peter Lawton &
I took a Chaise & rode about four Miles to see John Casey who
is now I thnk turned 87 Years of Age — he retained his looks
remarakbly, his countenance fresh & not materially changed from
what it was when I saw him last, 5 or 6 Years ago but his limbs
quite debilitated, so that it was with difficulty he could walk
about — In his mind there was the marks of former greatness,
but, much reduced & even fallen. — he seemed glad to see us, &
me in particular - he remains a Monument of warning to others,
to take heed least they fall - my mind was humbled & grieved to
see his situation, but I concluded it was best to go to see him.
—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

47.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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May 3, Wednesday: The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition crossed the Niskayuna River on
Alexander’s aqueduct. An unfastened window shutter on the boat was torn off on the side of the aqueduct. The
captain was told he was responsible to the owner for any expenses due to accidents. They continued on to
Schenectady, New York and stopped for dinner and the night. Four or five of the party slept in a nearby tavern.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day Close attendance of Meetings from 9 OC in the Morng till
after 7 OC in the eveng. - Dined at Abigail Prouds & Lodged At
Thos Howlands —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

May 4, Thursday: The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition had a one-day layover. Classes were being
given along the way. Dinner was at Auriesville, New York.
Confitebor tibi, Domine for solo voices, chorus and orchestra by Samuel Wesley was performed for the initial
time, in the Argyll Rooms, London.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day Our public Meeting was favourd, & the buisness conducted
in an orderly becoming manner - Dined at Saml Browns & then In
company with Caleb Wheaton rode to Providence & got to the School
House a little after Dark - found John well & glad to see me Hannah staid in Greenwich to return home with friends tomorrow
- I lodged at the School House & 6th day was much engaged at the
School committee, we had a favourd opportunity in the Girls
School, in which my mind was uncommonly enlarged, tho’ I said
nothing — Again lodged at the School - 7th day met with the
Trustees of O B Fund, which occupied the Forenoon, then rode to
Providence town & Dined at Wm Jenkins’s & again in the Afternoon
engaged at his house on a committee from the Meeting for
Sufferings till near night & finding myself disappointed of
returning home, went to Dorcas Browns to tea, & while there was
informed that the Steam Boat Babcock had come up landed her
Passengers & returned immediately. Benjamin Hadwin & Abigail
Robinson came passengers - Abigail having a prospect of
Smithfield Quarterly Meeting next week — lodged at Wm Jenkins &
1st day [Sunday] attended Meetings in Providence all Day Dined at Wm Jenkins’s - & took tea & spent the eveng at Jos
Anthonys lodged again at Wm Jenkins’s —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

May 5, Friday: The Rensselaer field expedition stopped at Fort Plain, New York and explored the creeks.
They arrived at Little Falls on the Erie Canal at dark.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
May 6, Saturday: A building for the Senate of Brazil opened in Rio de Janeiro in the presence of Emperor
Dom Pedro. It would be used for the following 98 years.
The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition passed Herkimer, New York and German Flats, mooring for the
night at Frankfort.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
May 7, Sunday: The Rensselaer field expedition arrived at Utica, New York too late for morning services.
Some of the party would attend afternoon services at the Episcopal church. Frances, a black woman, was
engaged to cater for them all at $16 a day (this contract would cover all their food expenses).
In the Reverend Ezra Ripley’s handwriting in the Concord church’s records, there appears the following
curious notation:
The church tarried by the desire of the pastor, after the
communion service, and heard the request, in writing, of our
brothers and sisters, —John Voss and his wife, —David Hubbard,
—Phebe Wheeler, —Martha Whiting, —(and others) — to be dismissed
from this church and recommended to a Council which may be
convened for the purpose of organizing them, with others, into
a Church of Christ.... This request being sudden and unexpected
to members of the church, it was thought best not to reply to
the request without further consideration.

What had happened? Deacon John White was leading a dissident group of religious reactionaries out of the
church, to form one more to their own liking, to be known as the Trinitarian Congregationalist congregation.
THE DEACONS OF CONCORD
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May 8, Monday: The Rensselaer field expedition toured the American Revolution battlefield at Oriskany,
New York. They stopped for the night at Lenox.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day came home in Capt Waldrons Packet - This is a much longer
time than I am usually from home at Q Meeting time. - but so it
is I have something to do with most of Societys concerns,
& I cannot get along as others can. — I feel the pressure of the
various engagements I am under on account of Society - they fall
on one who is weak & entirely unable to bear much, but I desire
to do the best I can & leave the Issue to him who does not forsake
in the needful time. — tho’ I may acknowledge my Faith
& my patience are often brought to very close test
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

May 9, Tuesday: Professor Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition had breakfast at New Boston, New
York, then continued along the Erie Canal to Chittenengo, where they toured the polytechnical school run by
Mr. Yates. After dinner with the teachers in the dining hall they traveled to a nearby hill to examine samples
of petrified wood. They spent the night in “Fuddletown” (Manlius).
May 10, Wednesday: The Rensselaer field expedition arrived at Salina (north Syracuse), New York, formed
in the previous year. Asa Fitch visited the salt works. They continued on to Nine Mile Creek (Otisco). A bedmaking committee was chosen.

May 11, Thursday: The Rensselaer field expedition had breakfast at Jordan, New York. Asa Fitch begins
feeling unwell. Dinner was eaten at Byron. The LaFayette continued on to Montezuma. Erie Canal mileboards now begin appearing, and this would continue all the way to Buffalo.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 11th of 5 M / Our Meeting was well attended & a solid &
pretty comfortable time — The committee in care of Jamestown
Meeting met & agreed to encourage a Meeting’s being held there
in the middle of the week, which the members agreed too & is to
be opened the 1st 5th day after Moy [Monthly] Meeting
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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May 12, Friday: The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition had breakfast at Clyde. Asa Fitch was feeling
better. They stopped at Lyons for dinner. Professors Addison Hulbert and Bennet F. Root left the party to give
lectures on botany and chemistry to local audiences. The party met Erie Canal commissioner Myron Holley.
Supper was at Newark. They stopped at Palmyra, New York for the night.

May 13, Saturday: Professor Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition proceeded aboard the LaFayette
along the Erie Canal in the direction of Rochester, New York.

May 14, Sunday: Professor Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition reached Rochester, New York.
Professor Eaton predicted the town would fail to survive.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 14th of 5th M 1826 / John Wilbour & Andrew Nichols
attended our Morning Meeting which was large & favourd Andrew
began the service in a short but well connected plain & pretty
forcible testimony - then John commenced with the Scriptue “How
much owest thou my Lord” which he improved well & I believe to
the edification of the Meeting at large. — & concluded in humble
earnest suplication. — they attended an appointed Meeting at
Portsmouth, at the 4th Hour — Our Meeting in the Afternoon was
pretty well attended & Silent — With my Wife & Sister Ruth sat
the evening at Abigail Robinsons. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

May 15, Monday: Professor Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition visited the falls of the Genesee River,
New York. The professor was lecturing on the rock strata when he was stricken with a fainting spell and began
hallucinating. Receiving medical attention, he soon pulled himself back together.

May 16, Tuesday: The Rensselaer field expedition passed through the towns of Gates, Clarkson, and the
unincorporated Brockport, spending the night at Holleysville (Holley), New York. Asa Fitch read the 12th and
13th cantos of Byron’s DON JUAN.
Maria Szymanowska gave her final concert in London. She would return to Warsaw.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 16th of 5th M / Much affected about Noon with the News
from Providence of the very sudden death of Our frd Dorcas Brown
widow of Obadiah Brown - she was taken about 4 OC yesterday
Afternoon in a Fit & lived till about 11 OC in the evening. —We
have not heard the particulars, but that they are sudden & Awful
is certain, an express having arrived in town this forenoon for
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Her Brother Benj Hadwen
It has seemed very remarkable to me that early this Morning she
was much on my mind, a subject of conversation between my wife
& me at Breakfast table, & all along thro’ the forenoon she was
occasionally in my thoughts & particularly about 10 minutes
before I heard the news of her death I was thinking what a change
her removal would make, & was casting in my mind the probability
of her having prepared for it by making a Will, & some
consequences of her having done or not done it, was very forcibly
brought to view. — It also seems to me a little remarkable, that
while I was in Providence last, My mind was specially drawn to
make her a visit & a very pleasant one it was. I took tea & set
the evening with her, & it did not seem an easy thing to come
away in consequence of which my stay was prolonged, longer than
common. - it seemed as if my love for her was renew’d in a
manner, that seemed remarkable to me at the time — “In the midst
of life we are in Death” We know not the Day or hour we may be
called hence to be seen of men no more. — Her precious Father
John Hadwen died equally sudden - the Day I well remember & his
funeral —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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May 17, Wednesday: Sigismund Thalberg gave his 1st public performance in London.
In Concord, the Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company sold its 1st policy.
Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition passed through Newport (Albion), crossed over the highway arch,
and spent the night at Middleport, New York. They were told of a 2-year-old who had recently drowned in the
Erie Canal. Asa Fitch read cantos 14 and 15 of DON JUAN. Fitch described the countryside as “fertile and
productive, yielding abundant crops, to repay the labors of the husbandman.”
The American people learned that in the previous year their government had entered into an agreement at
Council Grove, Kansas with a group of people to the west, the Osage, called the “Kansas Tribe of Indians,”
which would provide them with right-of-way for their new trail to Santa Fe:

“BLEEDING KANSAS”
WHITE ON RED, RED ON WHITE

May 18, Thursday: The Rensselaer field expedition passed evidence of the newly-begun fruit industry. They
examined flammable gas seeping out of the ground and named the local community Gasport. As they passed
through Lockport, New York, they encountered local entrepreneurs marketing excavated stone from the Erie
Canal.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 18th of 5th M 1826 / Our Meeting was well attended, &
several not members came in, supposing J Wilbour & A Nichols was
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to be there. — In the Preparative Meeting T Carr our new Member
sat with us. — some little buisness occurd but none transacted
on any consequence A proposition was made & left for consideration, To either
discontinue the public Meeting in the Middle of the week or hold
it in six day, which occurs in the Yearly Meeting time
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
May 19, Friday: Professor Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition arrived at Manchester, New York,
encountering 200 US troops en route from Sackets Harbor to Green Bay, Michigan. Several were under guard
for desertion and disobedience. A prisoner count revealed one missing. He was soon spotted and recaptured.
The Rensselaer party pressed on along the Erie Canal to view Niagara Falls. Asa Fitch’s expectations had been
too great, and at the actual thingie he found himself underimpressed — some rocks above the falls were
needed, in order to frame the scene more artistically. They descended the steps to the base of the cataract, and
toured Goat Island.
May 20, Saturday: In the evening the group from Rensselaer walked along the shore of Lake Erie in upstate
New York. Professor Amos Eaton offered a recapitulation of the expedition.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
May 21, Sunday: After the worship services, several of the members of the Rensselaer field expedition hiked
out to a native village. Asa Fitch described log huts “much warmer than some I have seen inhabited by white
people.... I had a short conversation with one of the Indians, who could speak English. Only a few could even
though they lived among whites.... Most, if not all, however, know the meaning of the words whiskey, tobacco,
etc. Dress of some very fine.”
The project of separation of a group of the parishioners of the Concord church led by the Reverend Ezra Ripley
into a separate Church of Christ was again considered, and this time, reluctantly, it was approved.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 21st of 5 M / John Wilbour & Andrew Nichols has been
engaged in visiting the families in Our preparative Meeting. I
have been egaged with them a part of the time, much to my own
satisfaction, - believing their services have been acceptable &
useful — Andrew went home yesterday Afternoon, & left John to
attend our Meeting today & finish a few visits remaining - Father
Rodman has been his conductor mostly —
John was much favoured in both our meetings - his services were
sound & edifying, & quite extensive. -I walked out to D Buffums
where I left him to lodge. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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May 22, Monday: The cornerstone of a church for Concord’s Trinitarian Congregationalists was laid.
The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition walked along a Lake Erie beach, viewing 5-foot waves.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 22 of 5 M / John Wilbour after setting in our family
this Morning (which to us was a sweet opportunity) crossed the
ferry to Connanicut where he has appointed a Meeting at 2 OC
this Afternoon & intends visiting the few families on the
Island. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
May 23, Tuesday: Franz Liszt gave the 1st of three concerts in the Salle de Bourse, Lyon.
Professor Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition reached Sturgeon Point, the farthest extent of their
journey. They encamped at 18 Mile Creek outside of Buffalo, New York.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
May 24, Wednesday: The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition was invited to dine with General Peter
Porter and his wife in Buffalo, New York. They crossed into Canada and toured the Fort Erie battlefield.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
May 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 25th of 5 M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day held
in Town was Silent & to me a low time. — The buisness conducted
in the last was pretty well resulted, but great want of life on
my part. — — we had several of our friend to dine with us Vizt
B Freeborn, Z Chase G Dennis Asa Sherman - & Eleanor & Ann
Lawton.—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
The Reverend Waldo Emerson’s 23d birthday.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
The widower Philip Leidy remarried with Christiana Taliana, a cousin of his deceased wife Catherine Mellick
Leidy.
The Rensselaer school’s Erie Canal expedition left Troy aboard the LaFayette left Buffalo for the return trip.
Professor Amos Eaton and the expedition crossed the mouth of “Tonnewanta” (Tonawanda) Creek, and spent
the night at Lockport, New York.
Giacomo Meyerbeer got married with his cousin Minna Mosson in Berlin. They immediately departed for
Paris, where he would work on a new opera.
Cospaia was divided between Tuscany and the Papal States.
Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
I am torn both ways. I know I could be of the greatest use to
father. It is impossible to take our child at his age across the
ocean, as the discomforts, particularly where food is concerned,
are so great. Josephine is quite willing for me to go, in fact
urges me to do so. I will leave the matter entirely in father’s
hands.
After her 2d appearance in Chepachet, Rhode Island Little Bett, The Learned Elephant was being walked out
of town when she was executed by a broadside of gunfire from shooters concealed in a grist mill on the
Chepachet River. Her keeper had made the mistake of bragging to the yokels that her tough hide was
impenetrable to bullets. Her hide would be shipped to the Boston Museum and would wind up being exhibited
by Phineas Taylor Barnum at the American Museum in New-York. Four years later, seven of the local
residents would be found responsible for this incident at the bridge and be required to pay $1,500 in damages
to Hackaliah Bailey, an ancestor of the Bailey of Barnum & Bailey Circus — and two of them would get
expelled from the local chapter of the Masonic Order.
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May 26, Friday: Carl Maria von Weber’s song From Chindara’s Warbling Fount I Come J.308 to words of
Moore was performed for the initial time, in London. This was his final composition. The composer was too
ill to finish the accompaniment so he improvised it as it was performed. Ignaz Moscheles would later write
down what he remembers of Weber’s interpolation. After the concert, Weber collapsed on a sofa. A mustard
plaster would be applied to his chest.
Professor Amos Eaton set a goal for the remainder of the Rensselaer field expedition journey of 30 miles a
day along the Erie Canal. They reached Gasport to find that their name for the settlement was already
appearing on signboards. Moving on to Middleport, New York they notice an abundant harvest along the way.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
May 27, Saturday: The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition spent the night at Newport (Albion), New
York. Asa Fitch described the citizens as “about as sassy, indecent, vulgar and dirty set of inhabitants as we
have yet met with.”

May 28, Sunday: Arriving in Rochester, New York the Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition attended
Presbyterian services. The naturalist Samuel Constantine Rafinesque joined the party. Some of the group spent
the evening at the Canal Hotel.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 28th of 5 M / In the Morning Father Rodman delivered a
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solid good testimony, attended with life - Silent in the
Afternoon - Set the evening with Abigail Robinson
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

May 29, Monday: The Amos Eaton Rensselaer field expedition visited the Lower Falls, New York with
Professor Constantine Rafinesque. They viewed a perfect rainbow, and noted that the river was lower than
before. A number of them collected wild geraniums, which in this eastern part of the state are rare.

May 30, Tuesday: Professor Amos Eaton and the Rensselaer field expedition passed through Pittsford, New
York. Asa Fitch left the group briefly to visit friends. The party collected plants in a marsh at Palmyra. George
Clinton walked in his sleep, wakening the party in middle of the night.
Bianca e Gernando, a melodramma by Vincenzo Bellini to words of Gilardoni after Roti, was performed for
the initial time, in Teatro San Carlo, Naples before the royal family on the nameday of King Ferdinando. This
would receive 25 performances during the season and would later be staged as Bianca e Fernando.
Carl Maria von Weber made his final public appearance, at a benefit for Mary Anne Paton, in London.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 30th of 5 M / My feelings this morning a little after 9
OC were shocked with the occurrence of a daughter of Christian
Ellery Jumping out of a garret window from the house occupied
by Wm Tilley & owned by George Mason. She killed herself almost
instantly, - her name was Cornelia Harding wife of Albert
Harding of Providence here on a visit to her Sister
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
May 31, Wednesday: Breakfast was eaten at Newark, New York. A mosquito swarm attacked along the Erie
Canal. The students built fires on board the boat to ward them off.

GEORGE W. CLINTON

JUNE
June: Nathaniel Bowditch became a member of the Corporation of Harvard College, and entered upon his
long oversight of the activities of President John T. Kirkland which would lead eventually to the Reverend
Kirkland’s resignation.
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June: The Treaty of Bangkok was signed between Britain and Siam.
Simón Bolívar convened an inter-American congress in Panama. One of the US delegates had died en route
and the other, William B. Rochester, arrived only after the congress had ended.
James Fenimore Cooper and his family sailed for Europe, where they would remain for 7 years.
June: This appeared in the Literary Cadet in regard to Robert Voorhis, the hermit who was living at the bridge
on the border between Massachusetts and Rhode Island:
“Beneath a mountain’s brow, the most remote
And inaccessible by Shepherds trod,
In a deep cave, dug by no mortals hands
An Hermit lived,—a melancholy man
Who was the wonder of our wand’ring swains:
Austere and lonely—cruel to himself
They did report him—the cold earth his bed,
Water his drink, his food the Shepherd’s alms.
I went to see him, and my heart was touched
With reverence and pity. Mild he spake,
And entering on discourse, such stories told,
As made me oft re-visit his sad cell.”
Homes’ Douglas.
HERMITS
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June 1, Thursday: Amos Eaton’s Rensselaer field expedition reached Otisco, New York.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 1st of 6th M 1826 / Our Meeting was small, but solid &
silentI am thoughtful & concerned about our approaching Yearly Meeting
it always is a weight & burden on my mind, but I have also always
or nearly always found strength sufficient to the day — it
however now seems more like giving out than common. —What a day
it is in our Society, the burden bearers have fallen on strange
times, defection in principle seems to be spreading far & wide,
& great pains taken among the disaffected to discriminate their
doctrine which is tantamount with Deism. — It is said some of
these are expected here. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

June 2, Friday: Le timide, ou Le nouveau seducteur, an opera comique by Daniel Francois Esprit Auber to
words of Scribe and Saintine, was performed for the initial time, in Theatre Feydeau, Paris.
The Rensselaer field expedition reached Salina, New York. Professor Amos Eaton gave public lectures on
chemistry and natural history.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
June 3, Saturday: The Rensselaer field expedition reached Manlius, New York. Asa Fitch reported that
allegedly it had once been named Fuddletown, from the first inhabitants, who were a drunken, carousing set
of people. The present inhabitants seemed not all that drunken or carousing, and were zealous to obliterate the
former name. The group moved on to Green Lake, where they encountered downpours. To entertain the
students, Professor Samuel Constantine Rafinesque sang French, Scottish and Italian airs.

June 4, Sunday: The Rensselaer field expedition reached Rome, New York.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 4th of 6th M / Our Meeting was well attended & in the
Morning the London Epistel was [read] by Brother D Rodman Silent in the Afternoon. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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June 5, Monday: One day before his planned return home to Dresden, servants in the house of Sir George
Smart, London, called to wake their guest, Carl Maria von Weber. When they were unable to rouse him, they
broke open the door and found the composer dead in his bed, at the age of 39 years, the victim of the effects
of tuberculosis.
The Rensselaer field expedition spent the night in Utica, New York.

GEORGE W. CLINTON
The Trinitarian Congregationalist Church of Concord was authorized by an ecclesiastical council. Initially,
this church would have 16 members.
June 6, Tuesday: A cold storm struck out of the east. Most of the students of the Rensselaer field expedition
remained within the cabin of their Erie Canal boat. Breakfast was eaten at Frankfort, New York. They reached
German Flats by nightfall.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 8th of 6 M / Our Meeting today was small as it usually
is the fifth day previous to Yearly Meeting — It was low as to
life - Oh for a quickning & renewal of life - how feeble do I
feel at the Approach of Yearly Meeting — oppressed with many
discouragements
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 9, Friday: Giacomo Meyerbeer, in Paris, learned of the death of his old friend, Carl Maria von Weber.
Weber’s family would entrust his unfinished Die drei Pintos to Meyerbeer, asking him to finish it.

June 10, Saturday: Two songs by Franz Schubert were published by Cappi and Czerny, Vienna as his op.60:
Greisengesang to words of Ruckert, and Dithyrambe to words of Schiller.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 10th of 6th M / Rode this morning to Portsmouth to attend
the Select Yearly Meeting — Stoped at Asa Shermans, where I first
saw Elizabth Robson & Anna Braithwaite & found they felt near
to me. — At Meeting they both had acceptable testimonys & Anne
Appeard in solemn supplication — — The Meeting was a solemn
favourable one, the wing of Anceint goodness being extended over
us, to the comfort & consolation of many Minds. —I dined at Asa’s
& increased my acquaintance with our English friends, as well
as Elisha Bates from Ohio who is to be our family during the
Yearly Meeting — Returned to the Meeting House at 3 OC to attend
the Meeting for sufferings which sat till near dark when I rode
home with Elisha Bates, having a vacancie in my Chaise, my wife
not being able to go out to meeting in consequence of head-Ache—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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June 11, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day our Morning Meeting has been an unusually favourd one,
the somenity was remarkable, & our Friend Elizabeth Robson being
greatly favourd in Testimony & solemn Supplication. The people
were the Stillest I had knwon then in Years. - after she sat
down a remarkable solid quiet spread over the large gathering,
in the midst of which she kneelh In the Afternoon Our dear frd Anna Braithwaite (who was at
Portsmouth in the morning) took the weight of service, or in
more correct words, had the weight of service laid on her, & to
a very crowded audience was favourd to declare the Truth in the
Demonstration of the Spirit of Power, after she concluded E
Robson followed evincing equal Authority & A Braithwaite
concluded in solemn supplication, when the meeting concluded
under a covering seldom felt in so great & mixed an Audience
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 12, Monday: William Alexander was born in Rescivet at Chapel of Garioch to the blacksmith James
Alexander and Anne Wilson Alexander.

June 14, Wednesday: The government of the United Provinces of Central America granted a canal concession
to the Central American and United States Atlantic and Pacific Canal Company (the deal would collapse in
the next year because the company directors would be unable to attract enough backing for the project).
June 15, Thursday: Orestes Augustus Brownson was ordained at Jaffrey, New Hampshire as a Universalist
minister (until becoming a Unitarian minister, in 1832). In about this period he also became the editor of a
respected theological journal of the Universalist denomination, The Gospel Advocate.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th days our Meeting was held for buisness, which
were all conducted in love & harmony, & the seasoning power of
Truth felt to arise & difuse over each gathering to the comfort
& consolation of many baptized minds, but in a rememberance of
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past sufferings, & the experience of present release from them.
- many minds were sensible, it was time to prepare for future
dippings & difficultys which might arise in this part of
society. — In the Afternoon of 5th day I was engaged at the
Meeting for Sufferings & School committee, & in parting with
many of my friends, who had become very dear to me. particularly Dear Elisha Bates & his companion Henry Crew from
Ohio, who lodged with us. — We have also in the course of the
Yearly Meeting had the company at our house of Anna Braithwaite
& her Husband Isaac Braithwaite, Elizabeth Robson & her
companion Ruth Ely & Solomon Lukins. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 16, Friday: On orders of Sultan Mahmud II, the Janissaries, the elite of the Ottoman army, were killed in
their barracks by Spahis (cavalry).
EGYPTIANS
Great Britain recognized the independence of Mexico.

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
The captain of the American ship Silas Richards off Nova Scotia, at St. George’s Bank, and one of the
passengers, an Englishman named William Warburton, witnessed an enormous, many-humped snakelike
creature, slowly approaching the ship.
SEA SERPENT SIGHTINGS

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day 16th of 6th M 1826 / After dinner I crossed both ferrys
to Narragansett in company with E Robson & companions to attend
a meeting at Tower Hill Meeting House tomorrow & got to James
Roninsons about sunsett & lodged. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 17, Saturday: Twelve days after the death of Carl Maria von Weber, Heinrich August Marschner applied
to the King of Saxony for his position (he would not get it).
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day A large colllection at Tower Hill Meeting House where
our friend Elizabeth Robson had much to communicate to the
people much to the satisfaction of all present — after Meeting
I visited the grave of my cousin Lewis L Clarke who lays buried
in the ground on which that Meeting House stands - a rememberance
of the Interest he took in such Meetings which we had just
attended was fresh in my feelings. —
We dined at Rowland Hazards & then rode to the Ferry & crossed
over to Connanicut & from thence to Newport by sunsett. RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

June 18, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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1st day 18th of 6 M 1826 / This forenoon Our frd E Robson
attended our Meeting in Newport, was large & favourd in
testimony & afterward had an opportunity with the Members of the
Meeting.-Not feeling her mind clear of Connanicut as [s]he
crossed it yesterday, [s]he had a Meeting appointed there at 4
OC this Afternoon. I with several others went over with her &
got there in season to hold the Meeting & return before Dark to
Newport.—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 19, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 19th of 6th M / This morning I went over to Abigail
Robinsons on the Point to see & be with our dear Friend E Robson
a little while before she left us. -After they got ready I rode
with them as far as D Buffum’s, from whence they set out for New
Bedford, with Jona Dennis & wife for guide - we parted in much
love & I trust shall remember each other when far separated. She is a neighbour & intimate friend of my dear frd Thos Thompson
of Liverpool. —In the course of this Yearly Meeting I have been favourd many
ways, & had renewed cause to thank the Father of Mercies, that
with all my imperfections, & grievous short comings, I am yet
cared for, & believe that however low & gloomy things may appear
either in the inward or outward, as there is an abiding in the
Faith & patience, light will arise, help will be afforded, at
seasons when it may appear as if all before us was darkness &
dismay — but oh for an increase of this faith in my heart which
can & does remove mountains. — Among other things which has
comforted my heart, is a prospect which has opened of keeping
my son at the Yearly Meeting School for sometime longer - from
a quarter & in a way where I did not expect —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 20, Tuesday: A treaty was signed between Siam and the United Kingdom. Polak and Selangor districts
were declared independent, Kedah was awarded to Siam, and the island of Pangkor and the Sembilan Islands
went to Britain.

June 21, Wednesday: A funeral procession for Carl Maria von Weber wound through London. All important
singers in London offered their services. The remains were placed in Moorfields Chapel.
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June 22, Thursday: After wintering at “Fort Franklin” on the western shore of Great Bear Lake, Lieutenant
John Franklin’s 2d overland expedition set out for the delta of the Mackenzie River. At Point Separation the
party would divide. Richardson and the surveyor Edward Nicholas Kendall would set out in the 24-foot boats
Dolphin and Union to explore the coast eastward to the mouth of the Coppermine River, while Sir John and
George Back would venture westward in the 26-foot boats Lion and Reliance. Captain Frederick W. Beechey’s
HMS Blossom awaited them in the Bering Strait.
THE FROZEN NORTH
A decree by Tsar Nikolai set up a Supreme Censorship Committee over a nationwide system of censorship
and guidelines for their oversight of literature and the arts.
The 1st Pan-American Congress meets in Panama called by Simón Bolívar to create a union of Spanish
speaking America. After three weeks of discussions, the congress would disband with little accomplished.
Adina o Il califfo di Bagdad, a farsa by Gioachino Rossini to words of Bevilacqua-Aldobrandini, was
performed for the initial time, in Teatro Sao Carlos, Lisbon (this would be the only occasion on which a
Rossini opera would be premiered in the absence of the composer).
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 22nd of 6th M 1826 / Our Meeting seemed small in
comparison with some we have sat in of late. - & to me it was
but a poor time. — there was no buisness in the Preparative
Meeting — This Afternoon Solomon Lukins who has travelled in
company with Elizabth Robson most of the time since she has been
in America, returned from New Bedford to Newport on his return
into Pennsylvania where he lives - he called at our house & put
up with us till an opportunity presents for a passage to NYork.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 23, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day 23rd of 6 M / Solomon Lukens found an opportunity to go
to NYork this morning in a Packet with the Wind North East & as
fair as it could be which will facilitate his progress, a little
sooner than if he had waited till tomorrow to take the Steam
Boat. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

June 24, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 24th of 6th M / Attended the funeral of Anthony Dixon
with whom I have been about 11 Years associated as an Assessor
of taxes - he was a valuable man to the community at large for
many years he did not attend any place of public worship, till
about 1819, since which he has regularly attended Friends
Meeting on first day & brought his grandchildren with him. Friends have visited him in his sickness & were satisfied he was
near the Kingdom, particularly our friend Anna Braithwaite went
to see him & had an opportunity with him much to his comfort &
consolation -he died on the 21st about half past one OC in the
Morning— & was buried after the plain manner of Friends this
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Afternoon in the burying ground near his house at the South end
of the town partly in the Neck & formerly the property of his
father in law Robt Taylor
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

June 25, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 25th of 6th M 1826 / Our Morning Meeting was pretty
large, perhaps some come in expactation that Anna Braithwaite
was there Susanna Vigneron, David Buffum, Hannah Dennis & Clarke
Rodman all bore short testimonys. — Silent in the Afternoon. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
June 28, Wednesday: The Journal du Commerce de Lyon printed a hoax or piece of purest fiction about an
Englishman, one Roger Dodsworth, who had apparently been frozen in a Mount Saint Gothard glacier since
an avalanche in 1654, and had on July 4th been recovered and reanimated “by the usual remedies” by a Dr.
Hotham of Northumberland.48
June 29, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 29th of 6th M / Rose early this Morning & walked to Uncle
Stantons by early breakfast time - took his Wagon & with John
rode to Meeting - The First sitting was silent & a favoured one
to me - In the last we had but little buisness, but it took us
considerable time to do that little, & things were resulted in
harmony & good brotherhood — Josiah Chase & Elizabeth Freeborn
proposed their intentions of Marriage. — Returned after Meeting
to Uncle Stantons dined spent the Afternoon & lodged RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

June 30, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day Morning he sent his Wagon in & John & I returned home
in it. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

SUMMER
Summer: Regular public omnibus service was begun along the Neck between Boston and Roxbury.

48. I wonder if John Lone would be available to play this part? His 1984 movie “The Iceman” was evidently a conflation of Mary
Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s October 1826 “The Reanimated Man” with her 1819 “Valerius” about an ancient Roman brought
back to life to inspect the modern world, and with her 1834 “The Mortal Immortal.”
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JULY
July: Commander Hugh Clapperton and Richard Lemon Lander arrived at Kano. From there they would go
to Sokoto, intending to go on to Bornu. The sultan would not permit this and Clapperton would die near
Sokoto of dysentery without getting any farther (the servant would carry out his journal, for later publication).
A gathering of Scots clans was held in Caledonia, New York.
July 1, Saturday: The Quakers began taking up the bodies from their burial ground on Congress Street in
Boston, and relocating them in the burial ground adjoining the meetinghouse on Silsbee Street in Lynn.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 1st of 7th M 1826 / This Afternoon our dear Son John
whom we love very tenderly has again left us for Providence, to
be at the Yearly Meeting School, he has been at home just four
weeks - & to our comfort & consolation find his being their last
Year has been of great service to him. - we pray for his wellfare
& are very thankful he cane have the priviledge of being at the
School —
We went in the Steam Boat Babcock David Buffum in company, who
is going up to attend to the final settlement of the Fund left
to the School by Obadiah Brown & the part of it which now falls
due at the decease of his widow Dorcas Brown.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

July 2, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 2 of 7 M / Rather heavy & small meeting, tho’ we had
some public exercise forenoon & Afternoon. We took tea & set the
evening at Father Rodmans. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 3, Monday: Heinrich August Marschner got married for a 3d time, with Marianne Wohlbruck, a wellknown opera singer, in Dresden.
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Our national birthday, Tuesday the 4th of July: Construction was initiated at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania on the
Main Line Canal.
The cornerstone was laid for the first lock of the Oswego Canal.
About noon, Stephen Collins Foster was born in Lawrenceville (Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania, the 9th child of
William Barclay Foster, a businessman, and Eliza Clayland Tomlinson, daughter of a fairly well-off farmer.
Giacomo Meyerbeer and Eugene Scribe met in Paris to discuss Robert le diable for perhaps the 1st time.
English newspapers picked up and translated, word for word, the hoax or invention that had appeared in the
Journal du Commerce de Lyon about an Englishman, one Roger Dodsworth, who had apparently been frozen
in a Mount Saint Gothard glacier since an avalanche in 1654, and had on July 4th been recovered and
reanimated “by the usual remedies” by a Dr. Hotham of Northumberland. Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft
Shelley read this newspaper account and by October would produce her THE REANIMATED MAN.

The newspapers of 1826 abounded with descriptions of solemn odes, processions, orations, toasts, and other
such commemoratives of July 4th, the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. One reflection of
the public conception of the Declaration was Royall Tyler’s “Country Song for the Fourth of July,” a poem
that describes a New England celebration of the Brother Jonathan type, where neighbors gather for food, fun,
and festivities. A clear view of just how the political ideals of the Declaration were received by the masses
shines through Tyler’s rhymed directions for the country dance. Here is how his dance appeared in an 1841
publication (although Tyler, who would die on August 26, 1826 from cancer of the face, could only have
composed this in a considerably earlier timeframe).
Squeak the fife and beat the drum,
Independence day is come!!
Let the roasting pig be bled,
Quick twist off the cockerel’s head.
Quickly rub the pewter platter.
Heap the nutcakes, fried in butter.
Set the cups, and beaker glass,
The Pumpkin and the apple sauce.
Send the keg to shop for brandy;
Maple sugar we have handy,
Independent, staggering Dick,

HDT

1826

WHAT?

INDEX

1826
A noggin mix of swingeing thick,
Sal, put on your russet skirt,
Jotham, get your boughten shirt,
To-day we dance to tiddle diddle.
—Here comes Sambo with his fiddle;
Sambo, take a dram of whiskey,
And play up Yankee doodle frisky.
Moll, come leave your witched tricks,
And let us have a reel of six;
Father and mother shall make two;
Sal, Moll, and I, stand all a-row,
Sambo, play and dance with quality;
This is the day of blest equality,
Father and mother are but men,
And Sambo — is a citizen.
Come foot it, Sal, — Moll, figure in.
And, mother, you dance up to him;
Now saw fast as e’er you can do
And father, you cross o’er to Sambo,
—Thus we dance, and thus we play,
On glorious Independence Day. —
[2 more verses in like manner]

In Salem, Massachusetts, 4th-of-July orator the Reverend Henry Root Colman delivered the necessary
oration. This would be printed by the town as AN ORATION DELIVERED IN SALEM, JULY 4, 1826, AT THE
REQUEST OF THE TOWN, ON THE COMPLETION OF A HALF CENTURY SINCE THE DECLARATION OF AMERICAN
INDEPENDENCE. Meanwhile, elsewhere, 4th-of-July orator George Bancroft was alerting an audience to the
fact that his attitudes about government were coming to tend toward the democratic.
On this 50th anniversary of our American independence, which at the time we were referring to as our “Jubilee
of Freedom” event, on the 22d birthday of Nathaniel Hawthorne, both former President Thomas Jefferson
and former President John Adams died.49 This was taken at the time to constitute a sign of national favor from
Heaven, although why death ought to be regarded as a sign of favor remains untheorized — perhaps once
again we Americans were “pushing the envelope” of what it is to be a human being. At any rate, this
coincidence would become quite the topic for conversation in our American republic.
FAMOUS LAST WORDS: Jefferson: “Is it the 4th?” —Ah.” John Adams: “Thomas Jefferson still survives”
(actually Jefferson had died at 12:50PM and then Adams died at 5:30PM.)
Even before news of Jefferson’s demise had reached Washington DC, Mayor Roger C. Weightman was having
his final letter read aloud at that city’s Independence Day national-birthday festivities. The most stirring words
in that former president’s missive –his assertion that the mass of mankind had not been born “with saddles on
their backs” nor a favored few “booted and spurred” to “ride” them– had of course originated in the speech
delivered by the leveler Colonel Richard Rumbold on the scaffold moments before his execution for treason
against the English monarchy, at the conclusion of the English Civil War, in the Year of Our Lord 1685.50
Those who noticed that the former President had intentionally or unknowingly been borrowing sentiments did
not see fit to record that fact in writing.51

49. At any rate, this coincidence would become quite the topic for conversation in our American republic. Refer to L. H. Butterfield,
"The Jubilee of Independence, July 4, 1826," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, LXI (1953), pages 135-38; Joseph J.
Ellis, Passionate Sage: The Character and Legacy of John Adams (NY, 1993), pages 210-16; Robert P. Hay, "The Glorious
Departure of the American Patriarchs: Contemporary Reactions to the Deaths of Jefferson and Adams," Journal of Southern
History, XXXV (1969), pages 543-55; Merrill D.Peterson, The Jefferson Image in the American Mind, 1960, pages 3-14.
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Former president Jefferson’s death at Monticello (“All my wishes and where I hope my days will end — at
Monticello.”) would be followed shortly by the auction of his 90 black slaves over 12 years of age –along with
his 12 black slaves between 9-12 years of age, his 73 cows of unknown coloration, and his 27 horses also of
unknown coloration– for he had been living quite beyond his means, bringing back with him for instance from
France no fewer than 86 large crates of civilized goodies. Jefferson did, however, set free his mulatto blood
relatives. Jefferson, one might say, in allowing that after a certain number of crosses with white daddys, an
infant ought to be considered to be white, had “pushed the envelope” of what it meant to be a human being.
Yeah, right.

THOMAS JEFFERSON

JOHN ADAMS

Mary Moody Emerson entered into her Almanack a comment that this was the day on which her Country had
thrown the gage (thrown down the gauntlet, issued a challenge to a duel of honor):
tho’ the revolution gave me to slavery of poverty
& ignorance & long orphanship, — yet it gave my
fellow men liberty

HOLOGRAPHIC IMAGES

50. Macaulay’s HISTORY OF ENGLAND, Chapter V; Adair, Douglass. “Rumbold’s Dying Speech, 1685, and Jefferson’s Last Words
on Democracy, 1826,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, IX (1952): pages 526, 530:

I never could believe that Providence had sent a few men into the world,
ready booted and spurred to ride, and millions ready saddled and bridled
to be ridden.
Rumbold was not merely being hanged but being hanged, drawn, and quartered — the penalty for an attempt upon the monarch.
This trope about horses, saddles, boots, and spurs was taken at the time to have been originated by Jefferson, in John A. Shaw’s
EULOGY, PRONOUNCED AT BRIDGEWATER, MASSACHUSETTS, AUGUST 2D, 1826 and in Henry Potter’s EULOGY, PRONOUNCED IN
FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH-CAROLINA, JULY 20TH, 1826 and in John Tyler’s EULOGY, PRONOUNCED AT RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, JULY
11, 1826 in A SELECTION OF EULOGIES, PRONOUNCED IN THE SEVERAL STATES, IN HONOR OF THOSE ILLUSTRIOUS PATRIOTS AND
STATESMEN, JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS JEFFERSON (Hartford CT: 1826). See also THE LAST LETTER OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS
STATESMAN, THOMAS JEFFERSON, ESQ. AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: BEING HIS ANSWER TO AN INVITATION
TO JOIN THE CITIZENS OF WASHINGTON IN CELEBRATING THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE: MONTICELLO,
JUNE 24, 1826 (Washington DC: 1826).
That 17th-Century incident was not the first one in our history to conform to the dictum “there must be none higher than us,
though of course there must always be some lower than us,” for in the 14th Century the Reverend John Ball had been hanged for
preaching against public toleration of privileged classes:

“When Adam dalf [digged] and Eve span,
Who was then a gentleman?”
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Isabella (Sojourner Truth), who would have been approximately 29 years old, had in this year borne another
daughter, whom she had named Sophia, who would need to grow up laboring as an indentured servant, by the
husband Thomas to whom she had been assigned by her master who would not admit that he was a husband.
She had once again increasing the prosperity of the master race! The remaining slaves of New York State were
to be freed one year from this date, and John Dumont had solemnly promised Isabella in some earlier period
that he would free her and her husband “a year early” and set them up in a nearby log cabin. So it had come
time for the white race to be true to its word. However, since the master had made that commitment to this
enslaved woman, she had carelessly chopped off one of her fingers while working for him –so he figured she
couldn’t work as productively with only nine fingers as she had with ten, and so –he figured she must still owe
him some work. Fair’s fair, right? No freedom, no cabin, not yet, instead work some more for nothing.
(But don’t lose heart, as maybe later I’ll be able to keep my solemn promise.)
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

In New Harmony, Indiana, Robert Dale Owen gave a speech he called his “Declaration of Mental
Independence.”
In Providence, Rhode Island, four of those who had participated in the capture of the British armed schooner
Gaspe during the Revolutionary War rode in a parade.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Major John Handy read the Declaration of Independence “on the identical spot
which he did 50 years ago,” in the presence of Isaac Barker of Middletown, “who was at his side in the same
place fifty years before.” Patriotic fun and games! Friend Stephen Wanton Gould protested to his journal:
3rd day 4th of 7th M 1826 / This is what is called Independence
51. Note that we have here an American author who is establishing his claim to fame upon his being the author of the memorable
phrases of our foundational document, and who is attempting incautiously to do so by appropriating phrases originated by someone
else. Also, we have here an American public so stupid or so patriotic that it lets him get away with it. Witness John A. Shaw,
EULOGY, PRONOUNCED AT BRIDGEWATER, MASSACHUSETTS, AUGUST 2D, 1826 in A Selection of Eulogies, Pronounced in the
Several States, in Honor of Those Illustrious Patriots and Statesmen, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson (Hartford, Conn., 1826),
163; Henry Potter, “Eulogy, Pronounced in Fayetteville, North-Carolina, July 20th, 1826,” A Selection of Eulogies...., 130; John
Tyler, “Eulogy, Pronounced at Richmond, Virginia, July 11, 1826,” A Selection of Eulogies...., 7-8; National Intelligencer, July 4,
1826; Independent Chronicle and Boston Patriot, July 12, 1826; Philadelphia Gazette, July 5, 1826; Commercial Chronicle and
Baltimore Advertiser, July 11, 1826; The last letter of the illustrious statesman, Thomas Jefferson, Esq. author of the Declaration of
Independence: Being his answer to an invitation to join the citizens of Washington in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of
American independence: Monticello, June 24, 1826 (Washington, D.C., 1826).
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Day - & an exceeding troublesome one it is to all sober Minded
people - The expence of this day given to the poor or
appropriated to public school would school all the poor children
in town for some time. — Last night, we were the whole night
greatly troubled & kept Awake, by the firing of squibs &
crackers, great Bonfire in the middle of the Parade & tar
Barrells, with various noises which were kept up all night &
consequently kept us & many others awake, to our great
discomfiture - in addition to which is the bitter reflection of
the discipation & corruption of habits & morals to which our
youth are exposed. — & today we have had numerous scenes of
drunkness both among the Aged & Youth, & many act of wickedness
-besides the pomp & vain show apparant in all parts of the Town
-This evening again we are troubled with noise & tumult & what
kind of a night we are to have cannot be told. RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
In New-York, 4 gold medals had been ordered to be struck by the Common Council: 3 were for surviving
signers of the Declaration of Independence, and the 4th was given to the son of Robert Fulton as a memorial
of “genius in the application of steam.”
In a celebration at Lynchburg, Virginia, among the “aged patriots of ’76” were General John Smith and
Captain George Blakenmore.
At the South Meeting House of Worcester, Massachusetts, Isaiah Thomas stood on the spot from which he had
read the Declaration of Independence in 1776.
The Frederick-Town Herald of Frederick, Maryland announced that it would no longer be publishing the usual
round of “generally dull, insipid” dinner toasts, “about which few feel any interest.”
In Salem, North Carolina, the Moravian Male Academy was dedicated.
In Quincy, Massachusetts, Miss Caroline Whitney delivered an address on the occasion of the presentation of
a flag to the Quincy Light Infantry.
In Arlington, Virginia, General Washington’s tent, the very same tent that the General had been using at the
heights of Dorchester in 1775, was re-erected near the banks of the Potomac River for purposes of celebration.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
July 5, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 5th of 7 M / Last Night passed off better than we had
reason to expect. Tho’ there was much firing of Crackers till
quite late.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

July 6, Thursday: Gaetano Donizetti’s dramma Elvida to words of Schmidt was performed for the initial time,
in Teatro San Carlo, Naples, before a royal gala (this piece of music has since disappeared).
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5th day 6th of 7 M / Meeting rather small & Silent, but some
favour witnessed. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 7, Friday: Lieutenant John Franklin and George Back in the 26-foot boats Lion and Reliance reached the
sea. They would spend an exhausting day fending off Eskimos who were trying to seize supplies. It would
take them six weeks to get along the coast to Return Reef, only half-way to Icy Cape, at which point they
would be forced by the approach of winter to turn back.
THE FROZEN NORTH
July 9, Sunday: The State of Chile was renamed the Republic of Chile.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 9th of 7 M / Hannah Dennis in the Morning, & Father
Rodman in the Afternoon bore acceptable testimonys — Our
Meetings were rather thin, as they are apt to be in very warm
days tho’ I am inclined to think, The Meeting House would be
found to be as cool when properly ventilated as any place
whatever. — Set the eveng at Abigail Robinsons.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 10, Monday: The Anti-Constitutionalist Luther Martin died in New-York at the age of 78.

July 11, Tuesday: At the Institute in Paris, Hector Berlioz and five others took part in the preliminary
examination of the Prix de Rome, a fugue.
David Henry Thoreau’s 10th stanza began on his birthday, July 12th, Wednesday, 1826.
•

•

•
•

•

Waldo Emerson heard, at Faneuil Hall, Daniel Webster’s oration for the deceased Thomas Jefferson
and John Adams. Later in the year, Faneuil Hall Market opened for business. A building for the
Harvard Divinity School was dedicated. Waldo Emerson graduated, was approbated by the
Middlesex Association of Unitarian Ministers, and preached “Pray without ceasing” at a relative’s
church in Waltham. He sailed down the coast to visit Charleston and St. Augustine, returning to
Cambridge via Baltimore, Alexandria, and New-York.
Concord’s 16 Trinitarian Congregationalists dedicated their new church building on Walden Street
and selected the Reverend Daniel Starr Southmayd as their pastor. The reverend would reside at the
Thoreau boardinghouse in Concord.
David Henry returned for a 3d year of instruction at Concord’s Town School under Master Edward
Jarvis. Jarvis began to study medicine under Dr. Josiah Bartlett.
The Thoreau family moved from the Davis house across Main Street to the Shattuck house
(this was their 3d Concord residence in four years). Mother Cynthia would operate this home as a
boardinghouse.
A “Sabbath School” began in Concord.

BACKGROUND EVENTS OF 1826
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BACKGROUND EVENTS OF 1827
July 12, Wednesday: The Thoreaus were living in “Davis’s House, (next to S. [Samuel] Hoar’s) to May 7th,
1827.”
The music section of the Institute in Paris, which included Francois-Joseph Gossec, Luigi Cherubini, and
Adrien Boieldieu, decided that 2 of the 6 Prix de Rome candidates should not continue past the preliminary
stage. One of them was Hector Berlioz. Based on this result, he and his teacher, Jean-Francois Le Sueur,
decided that he must enroll in the Paris Conservatoire.
July 13, Thursday: On the glacis of Peter-Paul Fortress in Russia, a gallows had hastily been erected.
All the prisoners were herded into the square to witness the execution of their compatriots before, at 3AM on
that misty morning, the condemned, five officers of the “Decembrists” who had been selected by Tsar
Nicholas to set an example for the rest, were led out into the flickering light of the bonfires with notices
hanging on their chests “Criminals — Regicides!” After their epaulets had been torn off and cast into the
flames, and after they had been blessed by the Archpriest Myslovskii, and after the ropes had been put in place
and the hoods had been placed over their heads, the command was given and the supports were pulled away
from under the platform. Three of these former army officers slipped through their nooses and fell to the
ground. One, named Muravey, lay there on the ground waiting for the noose to again be placed around his
neck and shouted out the frustration which had brought about the revolt of the previous December:

My God! In this hopeless country they cannot
even hang people properly!
You’ll notice that this guy Muravey, whoever he was, was no dummy. He knew that the best way to get
attention for this his last piece of social commentary, a remark which would become legendary, was to
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accompany them, as the last words of a human being about to be judged by Our Maker, with what would be
taken by the Archpriest in attendance, Myslovskii, and numerous others at this ceremonial occasion, as a
blasphemy.
The Duke of Wellington, in St. Petersburg for the state funeral of Tsar Alexander I, was equally discouraged
at the condition of all the Russias, but in his case the occasion of his discouragement was having to stand
around and see and smell that due to the long delay during the arrests and trials of the Decembrists, the corpse
of the old tsar had become unfrozen and was decomposing. –Yet as a proper diplomat he could not afford to
be on record as having blasphemed.

My God! In this hopeless country they cannot
even bury people properly!

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 13 of 7 M / Our first meeting was silent & rather low in the last which was our Select Meeting, life rose a little —
In the Afternoon met with a committee from the Moy [Monthly]
Meeting, which was a time of labour - The subject however was
debated in love & resulted as well as could be expected
considering the diversity of sentiment that existed among us —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 14, Friday: There was a riot on Negro Hill in Boston in which several houses were destroyed.
Three songs by Franz Schubert were published by Pennauer as his op.56: Willkommen und Abschied to words
of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and And die Leyer and Im Haine both to words of Bruchmann.
July 15, Saturday: A Pan-American Congress met in Panama in an effort to unite the American republics (the
effort would fail).
The wife of the Reverend Enoch Pratt, Mary Field Pratt, died. The body would be placed in West Barnstable
Cemetery.
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July 16, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 16th of 7th M 1826 / In our Morning Meeting our frd D
Buffum was engaged in a lively testimony — “Go Fourth for this
time & at some more convenient season I will call for thee” was
his opening - from which he took occasion to remark on the Power
of God which convicted & convinced Felex, & the danger of putting
off the work of the souls salvation to a more convenient season
-In the Afternoon Father Rodman was lively & pertinent in
Testimony. — Cousin Henry Gould set most of the evening with us.—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 18, Tuesday: In America, the land of the free and the home of the brave, it was business as usual on this
day — with people being offered for sale in the newspapers to the highest bidder:

July 20, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 20th of 7 M / Silent Meeting, & no buisness in the
Preparative Meeting but to answer the Queries previous to the
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Quarter —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 20, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 20th of 7 M / Silent Meeting, & no buisness in the
Preparative Meeting but to answer the Queries previous to the
Quarter —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 23, Sunday: Mary Elizabeth Burrill Curtis, wife of George Curtis and mother of James Burrill Curtis and
George William Curtis, died.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 23rd of 7 M / In the forenoon Jonathon & Hannah Dennis
bore short testimonies — In the Afternoon Susanna Bateman said
a little, & both were Dull Meetings to me —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 25, Tuesday: Five more of the leading Decembrists were hanged in Moscow. The ropes broke for three
of them and they have to be strung up a 2d and final time.
July 26, Wednesday: The Reverend Charles Stearns died at the age of 74 after 44 years of ministry in Lincoln.

—————
[After the History of Bedford was printed, the Rev. Mr. Stearns died. The following
biographical notice is extracted from a sermon preached by the Rev. Samuel Sewall
at his interment.]
“Rev. Samuel Stearns, of Bedford, was a son of Rev. Josiah
Stearns of Epping, N.H., by his second wife, a daughter of Rev.
Samuel Ruggles of Billerica. He was born at Epping, April 8,
1770; fitted for college after his father’s death, at Exeter
Academy, under the patronage of Hon. John Phillips, its founder;
and graduated at Harvard College in 1794. His theological
studies he pursued under the direction of Rev. Jonathan French
of Andover, (whose daughter, Miss Abigail French, he afterwards
married,) and was ordained over the Church and Society in
Bedford, April 27, 1795. A new religious society having been
legally formed, Nov. 9, 1832, by the name of the “Trinitarian
Congregational Society”; and the Church having voted, at a
meeting, May 9, 1833, to dissolve its connexion with the First
Parish, and to accept an invitation given it to unite itself
with the new society, for the purpose of maintaining public
worship and the institutions of the Gospel, Rev. Mr. Stearns was
solemnly constituted the Minister, or Religious Teacher of that
society, June 5, 1833. He died Dec. 26, 1834, of a decline, the
result, probably, of a scrofulous affection, with which he had
been many years more or less afflicted. It is worthy of remark,
that during the whole of his protracted ministry, almost thirtynine years, he was never absent from his people at any communion

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
season but one, viz. that which occurred about a fortnight
before his death. Previously to the communion before, viz. that
on the second Sabbath in October, he had cherished an earnest
desire that he might be able, if it were God’s will, to officiate
once more on the interesting occasion, and then bid his church
farewell; though he was apprehensive that the weather, or the
state of his health, would be such, as to prevent him. But in
this particular, divine Providence was propitious to his wishes.
The weather on that day was remarkably fine; and (to use his own
words) “his spirits were enlivened, and strength seemed to be
given him for the occasion.” Having obtained his son, Rev.
William A. Stearns of Cambridgeport, to perform the previous
services, the venerable man about the close of the sermon, with
thankful heart, yet with emaciated countenance and feeble step,
entered the house of God; and there, having once more, according
to his desire, ministered the memorials of Christ’s dying love,
and united with the church in singing a hymn, he took his final
leave of them in the solemn, affecting address, alluded to in
the foregoing discourse. From that day he went no more abroad,
being confined to his house, and most of the time to the room
in which he died, till his death.”52
July 27, Thursday: Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin achieved a high school diploma, in Warsaw.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th 27 of 7 M / In our first Meeting Anne Greene & Father Rodman
were engaged in good sound & solid public testimonys — In the
last which was our Moy [Monthly] Meeting we had some buisness &
some exercise & fear possessed my mind, that one case before us
would not ultimately result in the best Manner —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
July 29, Saturday: Publication of the Neue praktische-methodisch geordnete Clavier-Schule fur die Jugend by
Carl Czernyis was announced in the Wiener Zeitung.
July 30, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 30th of 7 M / Our Morning Meeting was Silent. In the
Afternoon Father Rodman bore a short but good testimony
In both Meetings I had to lament my weakness & poverty - was
however favoured in the evening with a little revival of life,
in a visit with my wife to Abigail Robinson. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

52.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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AUGUST
August: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
We sailed on July 1, and arrived here [London] a few days since.
We have a beautiful house in Seymour Street.
I have seen to the carriages and horses, all jobbed but very
fine.
August: The family of Samuel Ringgold Ward relocated from Cumberland County, New Jersey to New-York:
After his escape, my father learned to read, so that he could
enjoy the priceless privilege of searching the Scriptures.
Supporting himself by his trade as a house painter, or whatever
else offered (as he was a man of untiring industry), he lived
in Cumberland County, New Jersey, from 1820 until 1826; in New
York city from that year until 1838; and in the city of Newark,
New Jersey, from 1838 until May 1851, when he died, at the age
of 68.
August 1, Tuesday: Francisco Manuel Trigoso de Aragao Morato replaced Jose Joaquim de Almeida e Araujo
Correia de Lacerda as Secretary of State (prime minister) of Portugal.
August 2, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 2 of 8 m 1826 / Rode rode to Portsmouth [from Newport]
this morning with my H to attend our Select Quarterly Meeting Stoped on the way at Uncle Stantons & after meeting dined at
Uncle Peter Lawtons, & in the Afternoon went to Benj Freeborns
to meet with the Trustees of O Browns Benevolent Fund, & then
to Benj Motts & took tea & was invited to sit with the Y Meeting
Committee who met there we Lodged at Uncle P Lawtons —
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At Boston’s Faneuil Hall, the eulogy on former Presidents Thomas Jefferson and John Adams was delivered
by Daniel Webster (who of course rose to the occasion).53

The anonymous speech against the Declaration of Independence that Webster cited, and the speech in support
of it ascribed to John Adams, were not records that had been taken down at the time, but were recreations out
of the imagination of the orator after the manner of ancient historians.
This is an unaccustomed spectacle. For the first time, fellowcitizens, badges of mourning shroud the columns and overhang the
arches of this hall. These walls, which were consecrated, so
long ago, to the cause of American liberty, which witnessed her
infant struggles, and rung with the shouts of her earliest
victories, proclaim, now, that distinguished friends and
champions of that great cause have fallen. It is right that it
should be thus. The tears which flow, and the honors that are
paid, when the founders of the republic die, give hope that the
republic itself may be immortal. It is fit that, by public
assembly and solemn observance, by anthem and by eulogy, we
commemorate the services of national benefactors, extol their
virtues, and render thanks to God for eminent blessings, early
given and long continued, through their agency, to our favored
country.
ADAMS and JEFFERSON are no more; and we are assembled, fellowcitizens, the aged, the middle-aged, and the young, by the
spontaneous impulse of all, under the authority of the municipal
government, with the presence of the chief magistrate of the
Commonwealth, and others its official representatives, the
University, and the learned societies, to bear our part in those
manifestations of respect and gratitude which pervade the whole
land. ADAMS and JEFFERSON are no more. On our fiftieth
anniversary, the great day of national jubilee, in the very hour
of public rejoicing, in the midst of echoing and re-echoing
voices of thanksgiving, while their own names were on all
tongues, they took their flight together to the world of
spirits.
If it be true that no one can safely be pronounced happy while
he lives, if that event which terminates life can alone crown
its honors and its glory, what felicity is here! The great epic
of their lives, how happily concluded! Poetry itself has hardly
terminated illustrious lives, and finished the career of earthly
renown, by such a consummation. If we had the power, we could
not wish to reverse this dispensation of the Divine Providence.
53. Edwin P. Whipple’s THE GREAT SPEECHES AND ORATIONS OF DANIEL WEBSTER WITH AN ESSAY ON DANIEL WEBSTER AS A
MASTER OF ENGLISH STYLE (Boston: Little, Brown, 1879).
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The great objects of life were accomplished, the drama was ready
to be closed. It has closed; our patriots have fallen; but so
fallen, at such age, with such coincidence, on such a day, that
we cannot rationally lament that that end has come, which we
knew could not be long deferred.
Neither of these great men, fellow-citizens, could have died,
at any time, without leaving an immense void in our American
society. They have been so intimately, and for so long a time,
blended with the history of the country, and especially so
united, in our thoughts and recollections, with the events of
the Revolution, that the death of either would have touched the
chords of public sympathy. We should have felt that one great
link, connecting us with former times, was broken; that we had
lost something more, as it were, of the presence of the
Revolution itself, and of the act of independence, and were
driven on, by another great remove from the days of our country’s
early distinction, to meet posterity, and to mix with the
future. Like the mariner, whom the currents of the ocean and the
winds carry along, till he sees the stars which have directed
his course and lighted his pathless way descend, one by one,
beneath the rising horizon, we should have felt that the stream
of time had borne us onward till another great luminary, whose
light had cheered us and whose guidance we had followed, had
sunk away from our sight.
But the concurrence of their death on the anniversary of
Independence has naturally awakened stronger emotions. Both had
been Presidents, both had lived to great age, both were early
patriots, and both were distinguished and ever honored by their
immediate agency in the act of independence. It cannot but seem
striking and extraordinary, that these two should live to see
the fiftieth year from the date of that act; that they should
complete that year; and that then, on the day which had fast
linked for ever their own fame with their country’s glory, the
heavens should open to receive them both at once. As their lives
themselves were the gifts of Providence, who is not willing to
recognize in their happy termination, as well as in their long
continuance, proofs that our country and its benefactors are
objects of His care?
ADAMS and JEFFERSON, I have said, are no more. As human beings,
indeed, they are no more. They are no more, as in 1776, bold and
fearless advocates of independence; no more, as at subsequent
periods, the head of the government; no more, as we have recently
seen them, aged and venerable objects of admiration and regard.
They are no more. They are dead. But how little is there of the
great and good which can die! To their country they yet live,
and live for ever. They live in all that perpetuates the
remembrance of men on earth; in the recorded proofs of their own
great actions, in the offspring of their intellect, in the deepengraved lines of public gratitude, and in the respect and
homage of mankind. They live in their example; and they live,
emphatically, and will live, in the influence which their lives
and efforts, their principles and opinions, now exercise, and
will continue to exercise, on the affairs of men, not only in
their own country, but throughout the civilized world. A
superior and commanding human intellect, a truly great man, when
Heaven vouchsafes so rare a gift, is not a temporary flame,
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burning brightly for a while, and then giving place to returning
darkness. It is rather a spark of fervent heat, as well as
radiant light, with power to enkindle the common mass of human
mind; so that when it glimmers in its own decay, and finally
goes out in death, no night follows, but it leaves the world all
light, all on fire, from the potent contact of its own spirit.
Bacon died; but the human understanding, roused by the touch of
his miraculous wand to a perception of the true philosophy and
the just mode of inquiring after truth, has kept on its course
successfully and gloriously. Newton died; yet the courses of the
spheres are still known, and they yet move on by the laws which
he discovered, and in the orbits which he saw, and described for
them, in the infinity of space.
No two men now live, fellow-citizens, perhaps it may be doubted
whether any two men have ever lived in one age, who, more than
those we now commemorate, have impressed on mankind their own
sentiments in regard to politics and government, infused their
own opinions more deeply into the opinions of others, or given
a more lasting direction to the current of human thought. Their
work doth not perish with them. The tree which they assisted to
plant will flourish, although they water it and protect it no
longer; for it has struck its roots deep, it has sent them to
the very centre; no storm, not of force to burst the orb, can
overturn it; its branches spread wide; they stretch their
protecting arms broader and broader, and its top is destined to
reach the heavens. We are not deceived. There is no delusion
here. No age will come in which the American Revolution will
appear less than it is, one of the greatest events in human
history. No age will come in which it shall cease to be seen and
felt, on either continent, that a mighty step, a great advance,
not only in American affairs, but in human affairs, was made on
the 4th of July, 1776. And no age will come, we trust, so
ignorant or so unjust as not to see and acknowledge the efficient
agency of those we now honor in producing that momentous event.
We are not assembled, therefore, fellow-citizens, as men
overwhelmed with calamity by the sudden disruption of the ties
of friendship or affection, or as in despair for the republic
by the untimely blighting of its hopes. Death has not surprised
us by an unseasonable blow. We have, indeed, seen the tomb close,
but it has closed only over mature years, over long-protracted
public service, over the weakness of age, and over life itself
only when the ends of living had been fulfilled. These suns, as
they rose slowly and steadily, amidst clouds and storms, in
their ascendant, so they have not rushed from their meridian to
sink suddenly in the west. Like the mildness, the serenity, the
continuing benignity of a summer’s day, they have gone down with
slow-descending, grateful, long-lingering light; and now that
they are beyond the visible margin of the world, good omens cheer
us from “the bright track of their fiery car”!
There were many points of similarity in the lives and fortunes
of these great men. They belonged to the same profession, and
had pursued its studies and its practice, for unequal lengths
of time indeed, but with diligence and effect. Both were learned
and
able
lawyers.
They
were
natives
and
inhabitants,
respectively, of those two of the Colonies which at the
Revolution were the largest and most powerful, and which
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naturally had a lead in the political affairs of the times. When
the Colonies became in some degree united, by the assembling of
a general Congress, they were brought to act together in its
deliberations, not indeed at the same time, but both at early
periods. Each had already manifested his attachment to the cause
of the country, as well as his ability to maintain it, by printed
addresses, public speeches, extensive correspondence, and
whatever other mode could be adopted for the purpose of exposing
the encroachments of the British Parliament and animating the
people to a manly resistance. Both were not only decided, but
early, friends of Independence. While others yet doubted, they
were resolved; where others hesitated, they pressed forward.
They were both members of the committee for preparing the
Declaration of Independence, and they constituted the subcommittee appointed by the other members to make the draft. They
left their seats in Congress, being called to other public
employments, at periods not remote from each other, although one
of them returned to it afterwards for a short time. Neither of
them was of the assembly of great men which formed the present
Constitution, and neither was at any time a member of Congress
under its provisions. Both have been public ministers abroad,
both Vice-Presidents and both Presidents of the United States.
These coincidences are now singularly crowned and completed.
They have died together; and they died on the anniversary of
liberty.
When many of us were last in this place, fellow-citizens, it was
on the day of that anniversary. We were met to enjoy the
festivities belonging to the occasion, and to manifest our
grateful homage to our political fathers. We did not, we could
not here, forget our venerable neighbor of Quincy. We knew that
we were standing, at a time of high and palmy prosperity, where
he had stood in the hour of utmost peril; that we saw nothing
but liberty and security, where he had met the frown of power;
that we were enjoying every thing, where he had hazarded every
thing; and just and sincere plaudits rose to his name, from the
crowds which filled this area, and hung over these galleries.
He whose grateful duty it was to speak to us [Hon. Josiah
Quincy], on that day, of the virtues of our fathers, had, indeed,
admonished us that time and years were about to level his
venerable frame with the dust. But he bade us hope that “the
sound of a nation’s joy, rushing from our cities, ringing from
our valleys, echoing from our hills, might yet break the silence
of his aged ear; that the rising blessings of grateful millions
might yet visit with glad light his decaying vision.” Alas! that
vision was then closing for ever. Alas! the silence which was
then settling on that aged ear was an everlasting silence! For,
lo! in the very moment of our festivities, his freed spirit
ascended to God who gave it! Human aid and human solace terminate
at the grave; or we would gladly have borne him upward, on a
nation’s outspread hands; we would have accompanied him, and
with the blessings of millions and the prayers of millions,
commended him to the Divine favor.
While still indulging our thoughts, on the coincidence of the
death of this venerable man with the anniversary of
Independence, we learn that Jefferson, too, has fallen; and that
these aged patriots, these illustrious fellow-laborers, have
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left our world together. May not such events raise the
suggestion that they are not undesigned, and that Heaven does
so order things, as sometimes to attract strongly the attention
and excite the thoughts of men? The occurrence has added new
interest to our anniversary, and will be remembered in all time
to come.
The occasion, fellow-citizens, requires some account of the
lives and services of JOHN ADAMS and THOMAS JEFFERSON. This duty
must necessarily be performed with great brevity, and in the
discharge of it I shall be obliged to confine myself,
principally, to those parts of their history and character which
belonged to them as public men.
JOHN ADAMS was born at Quincy, then part of the ancient town of
Braintree, on the 19th day of October (old style), 1735. He was
a descendant of the Puritans, his ancestors having early
emigrated
from
England,
and
settled
in
Massachusetts.
Discovering in childhood a strong love of reading and of
knowledge, together with marks of great strength and activity
of mind, proper care was taken by his worthy father to provide
for his education. He pursued his youthful studies in Braintree,
under Mr. Marsh, a teacher whose fortune it was that Josiah
Quincy, Jr., as well as the subject of these remarks, should
receive from him his instruction in the rudiments of classical
literature. Having been admitted, in 1751, a member of Harvard
College, Mr. Adams was graduated, in course, in 1755; and on the
catalogue of that institution, his name, at the time of his
death, was second among the living Alumni, being preceded only
by that of the venerable Holyoke. With what degree of reputation
he left the University is not now precisely known. We know only
that he was distinguished in a class which numbered Locke and
Hemmenway among its members. Choosing the law for his
profession, he commenced and prosecuted its studies at
Worcester, under the direction of Samuel Putnam, a gentleman
whom he has himself described as an acute man, an able and
learned lawyer, and as being in large professional practice at
that time. In 1758 he was admitted to the bar, and entered upon
the practice of the law in Braintree. He is understood to have
made his first considerable effort, or to have attained his
first signal success, at Plymouth, on one of those occasions
which furnish the earliest opportunity for distinction to many
young men of the profession, a jury trial, and a criminal cause.
His business naturally grew with his reputation, and his
residence in the vicinity afforded the opportunity, as his
growing eminence gave the power, of entering on a larger field
of practice in the capital. In 1766 he removed his residence to
Boston, still continuing his attendance on the neighboring
circuits, and not unfrequently called to remote parts of the
Province. In 1770 his professional firmness was brought to a
test of some severity, on the application of the British
officers and soldiers to undertake their defence, on the trial
of the indictments found against them on account of the
transactions of the memorable 5th of March. He seems to have
thought, on this occasion, that a man can no more abandon the
proper duties of his profession, than he can abandon other
duties. The event proved, that, as he judged well for his own
reputation, so, too, he judged well for the interest and

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
permanent fame of his country. The result of that trial proved,
that, notwithstanding the high degree of excitement then
existing in consequence of the measures of the British
government, a jury of Massachusetts would not deprive the most
reckless enemies, even the officers of that standing army
quartered among them, which they so perfectly abhorred, of any
part of that protection which the law, in its mildest and most
indulgent interpretation, affords to persons accused of crimes.
Without following Mr. Adams’s professional course further,
suffice it to say, that on the first establishment of the
judicial tribunals under the authority of the State, in 1776,
he received an offer of the high and responsible station of Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts. But he was
destined for another and a different career. From early life the
bent of his mind was toward politics; a propensity which the
state of the times, if it did not create, doubtless very much
strengthened. Public subjects must have occupied the thoughts
and filled up the conversation in the circles in which he then
moved; and the interesting questions at that time just arising
could not but seize on a mind like his, ardent, sanguine, and
patriotic. A letter, fortunately preserved, written by him at
Worcester, so early as the 12th of October, 1755, is a proof of
very comprehensive views, and uncommon depth of reflection, in
a young man not yet quite twenty. In this letter he predicted
the transfer of power, and the establishment of a new seat of
empire in America; he predicted, also, the increase of
population in the Colonies; and anticipated their naval
distinction, and foretold that all Europe combined could not
subdue them. All this is said, not on a public occasion or for
effect, but in the style of sober and friendly correspondence,
as the result of his own thoughts. “I sometimes retire,” said
he, at the close of the letter, “and, laying things together,
form some reflections pleasing to myself. The produce of one of
these reveries you have read above.” This prognostication so
early in his own life, so early in the history of the country,
of independence, of vast increase of numbers, of naval force,
of such augmented power as might defy all Europe, is remarkable.
It is more remarkable that its author should live to see
fulfilled to the letter what could have seemed to others, at the
time, but the extravagance of youthful fancy. His earliest
political feelings were thus strongly American, and from this
ardent attachment to his native soil he never departed.
While still living at Quincy, and at the age of twenty-four, Mr.
Adams was present, in this town, at the argument before the
Supreme Court respecting Writs of Assistance, and heard the
celebrated and patriotic speech of JAMES OTIS. Unquestionably,
that was a masterly performance. No flighty declamation about
liberty, no superficial discussion of popular topics, it was a
learned, penetrating, convincing, constitutional argument,
expressed in a strain of high and resolute patriotism. He
grasped the question then pending between England and her
Colonies with the strength of a lion; and if he sometimes
sported, it was only because the lion himself is sometimes
playful. Its success appears to have been as great as its merits,
and its impression was widely felt. Mr. Adams himself seems
never to have lost the feeling it produced, and to have
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entertained constantly the fullest conviction of its important
effects. “I do say,” he observes, “in the most solemn manner,
that Mr. Otis’s Oration against Writs of Assistance breathed
into this nation the breath of life.”54
In 1765 Mr. Adams laid before the public, anonymously, a series
of essays, afterwards collected in a volume in London, under the
title of “A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law.”55 The
object of this work was to show that our New England ancestors,
in consenting to exile themselves from their native land, were
actuated mainly by the desire of delivering themselves from the
power of the hierarchy, and from the monarchical and
aristocratical systems of the other continent; and to make this
truth bear with effect on the politics of the times. Its tone
is uncommonly bold and animated for that period. He calls on the
people, not only to defend, but to study and understand, their
rights and privileges; urges earnestly the necessity of
diffusing general knowledge; invokes the clergy and the bar, the
colleges and academies, and all others who have the ability and
the means to expose the insidious designs of arbitrary power,
to resist its approaches, and to be persuaded that there is a
settled design on foot to enslave all America. “Be it
remembered,” says the author, “that liberty must, at all
hazards, be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our
Maker. But if we had not, our fathers have earned and bought it
for us, at the expense of their ease, their estates, their
pleasure, and their blood. And liberty cannot be preserved
without a general knowledge among the people, who have a right,
from the frame of their nature, to knowledge, as their great
Creator, who does nothing in vain, has given them understandings
and a desire to know. But, besides this, they have a right, an
indisputable unalienable, indefeasible, divine right, to that
most dreaded and envied kind of knowledge, I mean of the
characters and conduct of their rulers. Rulers are no more than
attorneys, agents, and trustees for the people; and if the
cause, the interest and trust, is insidiously betrayed, or
wantonly trifled away, the people have a right to revoke the
authority that they themselves have deputed, and to constitute
abler and better agents, attorneys, and trustees.”
The citizens of this town conferred on Mr. Adams his first
political distinction, and clothed him with his first political
trust, by electing him one of their representatives, in 1770.
Before this time he had become extensively known throughout the
Province, as well by the part he had acted in relation to public
affairs, as by the exercise of his professional ability. He was
among those who took the deepest interest in the controversy
with England, and, whether in or out of the legislature, his
time and talents were alike devoted to the cause. In the years
1773 and 1774 he was chosen a Councillor by the members of the
General Court, but rejected by Governor Hutchinson in the former
of those years, and by Governor Gage in the latter.
The time was now at hand, however, when the affairs of the

54. Nearly all that was known of this celebrated argument, at the time the present Discourse was delivered, was derived from the
recollections of John Adams, as preserved in Minot’s History of Massachusetts, Vol. II. p. 91. See Life and Works of John Adams,
Vol. II. p. 124, published in the course of the past year (1850), in the Appendix to which, p. 521, will be found a paper hitherto
unpublished, containing notes of the argument of Otis, “which seem to be the foundation of the sketch published by Minot.” Tudor’s
Life of James Otis, p. 61.
55. See Life and Works of John Adams, Vol. II. p. 150, Vol. III. p. 447, and North American Review, Vol. LXXI. p. 430.
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Colonies urgently demanded united counsels throughout the
country. An open rupture with the parent state appeared
inevitable, and it was but the dictate of prudence that those
who were united by a common interest and a common danger should
protect that interest and guard against that danger by united
efforts. A general Congress of Delegates from all the Colonies
having
been
proposed
and
agreed
to,
the
House
of
Representatives, on the 17th of June, 1774, elected James
Bowdoin, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert
Treat Paine, delegates from Massachusetts. This appointment was
made at Salem, where the General Court had been convened by
Governor Gage, in the last hour of the existence of a House of
Representatives under the Provincial Charter. While engaged in
this important business, the Governor, having been informed of
what was passing, sent his secretary with a message dissolving
the General Court. The secretary, finding the door locked,
directed the messenger to go in and inform the Speaker that the
secretary was at the door with a message from the Governor. The
messenger returned, and informed the secretary that the orders
of the House were that the doors should be kept fast; whereupon
the secretary soon after read upon the stairs a proclamation
dissolving the General Court. Thus terminated, for ever, the
actual exercise of the political power of England in or over
Massachusetts. The four last-named delegates accepted their
appointments, and took their seats in Congress the first day of
its meeting, the 5th of September, 1774, in Philadelphia.
The proceedings of the first Congress are well known, and have
been universally admired. It is in vain that we would look for
superior proofs of wisdom, talent, and patriotism. Lord Chatham
said, that, for himself, he must declare that he had studied and
admired the free states of antiquity, the master states of the
world, but that for solidity of reasoning, force of sagacity,
and wisdom of conclusion, no body of men could stand in
preference to this Congress. It is hardly inferior praise to
say, that no production of that great man himself can be
pronounced superior to several of the papers published as the
proceedings of this most able, most firm, most patriotic
assembly. There is, indeed, nothing superior to them in the
range of political disquisition. They not only embrace,
illustrate, and enforce every thing which political philosophy,
the love of liberty, and the spirit of free inquiry had
antecedently produced, but they add new and striking views of
their own, and apply the whole, with irresistible force, in
support of the cause which had drawn them together.
Mr. Adams was a constant attendant on the deliberations of this
body, and bore an active part in its important measures. He was
of the committee to state the rights of the Colonies, and of
that also which reported the Address to the King.
As it was in the Continental Congress, fellow-citizens, that
those whose deaths have given rise to this occasion were first
brought together, and called upon to unite their industry and
their ability in the service of the country, let us now turn to
the other of these distinguished men, and take a brief notice
of his life up to the period when he appeared within the walls
of Congress.
THOMAS JEFFERSON, descended from ancestors who had been settled
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in Virginia for some generations, was born near the spot on which
he died, in the county of Albemarle, on the 2d of April (old
style), 1743. His youthful studies were pursued in the
neighborhood of his father’s residence until he was removed to
the College of William and Mary, the highest honors of which he
in due time received. Having left the College with reputation,
he applied himself to the study of the law under the tuition of
George Wythe, one of the highest judicial names of which that
State can boast. At an early age he was elected a member of the
legislature, in which he had no sooner appeared than he
distinguished himself by knowledge, capacity, and promptitude.
Mr. Jefferson appears to have been imbued with an early love of
letters and science, and to have cherished a strong disposition
to pursue these objects. To the physical sciences, especially,
and to ancient classic literature, he is understood to have had
a warm attachment, and never entirely to have lost sight of them
in the midst of the busiest occupations. But the times were times
for action, rather than for contemplation. The country was to
be defended, and to be saved, before it could be enjoyed.
Philosophic leisure and literary pursuits, and even the objects
of professional attention, were all necessarily postponed to the
urgent calls of the public service. The exigency of the country
made the same demand on Mr. Jefferson that it made on others who
had the ability and the disposition to serve it; and he obeyed
the call; thinking and feeling in this respect with the great
Roman orator: “Quis enim est tam cupidus in perspicienda
cognoscendaque rerum natura, ut, si ei tractanti contemplantique
res cognitione dignissimas subito sit allatum periculum
discrimenque patriae, cui subvenire opitularique possit, non
illa omnia relinquat atque abjiciat, etiam si dinumerare se
stellas, aut metiri mundi magnitudinem posse arbitretur?”56
Entering with all his heart into the cause of liberty, his
ability, patriotism, and power with the pen naturally drew upon
him a large participation in the most important concerns.
Wherever he was, there was found a soul devoted to the cause,
power to defend and maintain it, and willingness to incur all
its hazards. In 1774 he published a “Summary View of the Rights
of British America,” a valuable production among those intended
to show the dangers which threatened the liberties of the
country, and to encourage the people in their defence. In June,
1775, he was elected a member of the Continental Congress, as
successor to Peyton Randolph, who had resigned his place on
account of ill health, and took his seat in that body on the
21st of the same month.
And now, fellow-citizens, without pursuing the biography of
these illustrious men further, for the present, let us turn our
attention to the most prominent act of their lives, their
participation in the DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.
Preparatory to the introduction of that important measure, a
committee, at the head of which was Mr. Adams, had reported a
resolution, which Congress adopted on the 10th of May,
recommending, in substance, to all the Colonies which had not
already established governments suited to the exigencies of
their affairs, to adopt such government as would, in the opinion
of the representatives of the people, best conduce to the

56. Cicero de Officiis, Lib. I. § 43.
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happiness and safety of their constituents in particular, and
America in general.
This significant vote was soon followed by the direct
proposition which Richard Henry Lee had the honor to submit to
Congress, by resolution, on the 7th day of June. The published
journal does not expressly state it, but there is no doubt, I
suppose, that this resolution was in the same words, when
originally submitted by Mr. Lee, as when finally passed. Having
been discussed on Saturday, the 8th, and Monday, the 10th of
June, this resolution was on the last-mentioned day postponed
for further consideration to the first day of July; and at the
same time it was voted, that a committee be appointed to prepare
a Declaration to the effect of the resolution. This committee
was elected by ballot, on the following day, and consisted of
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman,
and Robert R. Livingston.
It is usual, when committees are elected by ballot, that their
members should be arranged in order, according to the number of
votes which each has received. Mr. Jefferson, therefore, had
received the highest, and Mr. Adams the next highest number of
votes. The difference is said to have been but of a single vote.
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Adams, standing thus at the head of the
committee, were requested by the other members to act as a
subcommittee to prepare the draft; and Mr. Jefferson drew up the
paper. The original draft, as brought by him from his study, and
submitted to the other members of the committee, with
interlineations in the handwriting of Dr. Franklin, and others
in that of Mr. Adams, was in Mr. Jefferson’s possession at the
time of his death.57 The merit of this paper is Mr. Jefferson’s.
Some changes were made in it at the suggestion of other members
of the committee, and others by Congress while it was under
discussion. But none of them altered the tone, the frame, the
arrangement, or the general character of the instrument. As a
composition, the Declaration is Mr. Jefferson’s. It is the
production of his mind, and the high honor of it belongs to him,
clearly and absolutely.
It has sometimes been said, as if it were a derogation from the
merits of this paper, that it contains nothing new; that it only
states grounds of proceeding, and presses topics of argument,
which had often been stated and pressed before. But it was not
the object of the Declaration to produce any thing new. It was
not to invent reasons for independence, but to state those which
governed the Congress. For great and sufficient causes, it was
proposed to declare independence; and the proper business of the
paper to be drawn was to set forth those causes, and justify the
authors of the measure, in any event of fortune, to the country
and to posterity. The cause of American independence, moreover,
was now to be presented to the world in such manner, if it might
so be, as to engage its sympathy, to command its respect, to
attract its admiration; and in an assembly of most able and
distinguished men, THOMAS JEFFERSON had the high honor of being
the selected advocate of this cause. To say that he performed
his great work well, would be doing him injustice. To say that

57. A facsimile of this ever-memorable state paper, as drafted by Mr. Jefferson, with the interlineations alluded to in the text, is
contained in Mr. Jefferson’s Writings, Vol. I. p. 146. See, also, in reference to the history of the Declaration, the Life and Works of
John Adams, Vol. II. p. 512 et seq.
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he did excellently well, admirably well, would be inadequate and
halting praise. Let us rather say, that he so discharged the
duty assigned him, that all Americans may well rejoice that the
work of drawing the title-deed of their liberties devolved upon
him.
With all its merits, there are those who have thought that there
was one thing in the Declaration to be regretted; and that is,
the asperity and apparent anger with which it speaks of the
person of the king; the industrious ability with which it
accumulates and charges upon him all the injuries which the
Colonies had suffered from the mother country. Possibly some
degree of injustice, now or hereafter, at home or abroad, may
be done to the character of Mr. Jefferson, if this part of the
Declaration be not placed in its proper light. Anger or
resentment, certainly much less personal reproach and invective,
could not properly find place in a composition of such high
dignity, and of such lofty and permanent character.
A single reflection on the original ground of dispute between
England and the Colonies is sufficient to remove any unfavorable
impression in this respect.
The inhabitants of all the Colonies, while Colonies, admitted
themselves bound by their allegiance to the king; but they
disclaimed altogether the authority of Parliament; holding
themselves, in this respect, to resemble the condition of
Scotland and Ireland before the respective unions of those
kingdoms with England, when they acknowledged allegiance to the
same king, but had each its separate legislature. The tie,
therefore, which our Revolution was to break did not subsist
between us and the British Parliament, or between us and the
British government in the aggregate, but directly between us and
the king himself. The Colonies had never admitted themselves
subject to Parliament. That was precisely the point of the
original controversy. They had uniformly denied that Parliament
had authority to make laws for them. There was, therefore, no
subjection to Parliament to be thrown off.58 But allegiance to
the king did exist, and had been uniformly acknowledged; and
down to 1775 the most solemn assurances had been given that it
was not intended to break that allegiance, or to throw it off.
Therefore, as the direct object and only effect of the
Declaration, according to the principles on which the
controversy had been maintained on our part, were to sever the
tie of allegiance which bound us to the king, it was properly
and necessarily founded on acts of the crown itself, as its
justifying causes. Parliament is not so much as mentioned in the
whole instrument. When odious and oppressive acts are referred
to, it is done by charging the king with confederating with
others “in pretended acts of legislation”; the object being
constantly to hold the king himself directly responsible for
those measures which were the grounds of separation. Even the

58. This question, of the power of Parliament over the Colonies, was discussed, with singular ability, by Governor Hutchinson on
the one side, and the House of Representatives of Massachusetts on the other, in 1773. The argument of the House is in the form of
an answer to the Governor’s Message, and was reported by Mr. Samuel Adams, Mr. Hancock, Mr. Hawley, Mr. Bowers, Mr.
Hobson, Mr. Foster, Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Thayer. As the power of the Parliament had been acknowledged, so far at least as to affect
us by laws of trade, it was not easy to settle the line of distinction. It was thought, however, to be very clear, that the charters of the
Colonies had exempted them from the general legislation of the British Parliament. See Massachusetts State Papers, p. 351. The
important assistance rendered by John Adams in the preparation of the answer of the House to the Message of the Governor may
be learned from the Life and Works of John Adams, Vol. II. p. 311 et seq.
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precedent of the English Revolution was not overlooked, and in
this case, as well as in that, occasion was found to say that
the king had abdicated the government. Consistency with the
principles upon which resistance began, and with all the
previous state papers issued by Congress, required that the
Declaration should be bottomed on the misgovernment of the king;
and therefore it was properly framed with that aim and to that
end. The king was known, indeed, to have acted, as in other
cases, by his ministers, and with his Parliament; but as our
ancestors had never admitted themselves subject either to
ministers or to Parliament, there were no reasons to be given
for now refusing obedience to their authority. This clear and
obvious necessity of founding the Declaration on the misconduct
of the king himself, gives to that instrument its personal
application, and its character of direct and pointed accusation.
The Declaration having been reported to Congress by the
committee, the resolution itself was taken up and debated on the
first day of July, and again on the second, on which last day
it was agreed to and adopted, in these words:—
“Resolved, That these united Colonies are, and of right ought
to be, free and independent States; that they are absolved from
all allegiance to the British crown, and that all political
connection between them and the state of Great Britain is, and
ought to be, totally dissolved.”
Having thus passed the main resolution, Congress proceeded to
consider the reported draught of the Declaration. It was
discussed on the second, and third, and FOURTH days of the month,
in committee of the whole; and on the last of those days, being
reported from that committee, it received the final approbation
and sanction of Congress. It was ordered, at the same time, that
copies be sent to the several States, and that it be proclaimed
at the head of the army. The Declaration thus published did not
bear the names of the members, for as yet it had not been signed
by them. It was authenticated, like other papers of the
Congress, by the signatures of the President and Secretary. On
the 19th of July, as appears by the secret journal, Congress
“Resolved, That the Declaration, passed on the fourth, be fairly
engrossed on parchment, with the title and style of ‘THE
UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA’;
and that the same, when engrossed, be signed by every member of
Congress.” And on the SECOND DAY OF AUGUST following, “the
Declaration, being engrossed and compared at the table, was
signed by the members.” So that it happens, fellow-citizens,
that we pay these honors to their memory on the anniversary of
that day (2d of August) on which these great men actually signed
their names to the Declaration. The Declaration was thus made,
that is, it passed and was adopted as an act of Congress, on the
fourth of July; it was then signed, and certified by the
President and Secretary, like other acts. The FOURTH OF JULY,
therefore, is the ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION. But the
signatures of the members present were made to it, being then
engrossed on parchment, on the second day of August. Absent
members afterwards signed, as they came in; and indeed it bears
the names of some who were not chosen members of Congress until
after the fourth of July. The interest belonging to the subject
will be sufficient, I hope, to justify these details.59
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The Congress of the Revolution, fellow-citizens, sat with closed
doors, and no report of its debates was ever made. The
discussion, therefore, which accompanied this great measure, has
never been preserved, except in memory and by tradition. But it
is, I believe, doing no injustice to others to say, that the
general opinion was, and uniformly has been, that in debate, on
the side of independence, JOHN ADAMS had no equal. The great
author of the Declaration himself has expressed that opinion
uniformly and strongly. “JOHN ADAMS,” said he, in the hearing
of him who has now the honor to address you, “JOHN ADAMS was our
colossus on the floor. Not graceful, not elegant, not always
fluent, in his public addresses, he yet came out with a power,
both of thought and of expression, which moved us from our
seats.”
For the part which he was here to perform, Mr. Adams doubtless
was eminently fitted. He possessed a bold spirit, which
disregarded danger, and a sanguine reliance on the goodness of
the cause, and the virtues of the people, which led him to
overlook all obstacles. His character, too, had been formed in
troubled times. He had been rocked in the early storms of the
controversy, and had acquired a decision and a hardihood
proportioned to the severity of the discipline which he had
undergone.
He not only loved the American cause devoutly, but had studied
and understood it. It was all familiar to him. He had tried his
powers on the questions which it involved, often and in various
ways; and had brought to their consideration whatever of
argument or illustration the history of his own country, the
history of England, or the stores of ancient or of legal
learning, could furnish. Every grievance enumerated in the long
catalogue of the Declaration had been the subject of his
discussion, and the object of his remonstrance and reprobation.
From 1760, the Colonies, the rights of the Colonies, the
liberties of the Colonies, and the wrongs inflicted on the
Colonies, had engaged his constant attention; and it has
surprised those who have had the opportunity of witnessing it,
with what full remembrance and with what prompt recollection he
could refer, in his extreme old age, to every act of Parliament
affecting the Colonies, distinguishing and stating their
respective titles, sections, and provisions; and to all the
Colonial memorials, remonstrances, and petitions, with whatever
else belonged to the intimate and exact history of the times
from that year to 1775. It was, in his own judgment, between
these years that the American people came to a full
understanding and thorough knowledge of their rights, and to a
fixed resolution of maintaining them; and bearing himself an
active part in all important transactions, the controversy with
England being then in effect the business of his life, facts,
dates, and particulars made an impression which was never
effaced. He was prepared, therefore, by education and
discipline, as well as by natural talent and natural
temperament, for the part which he was now to act.
The eloquence of Mr. Adams resembled his general character, and
formed, indeed, a part of it. It was bold, manly, and energetic;

59. The official copy of the Declaration, as engrossed and signed by the members of Congress, is framed and preserved in the Hall
over the Patent-Office at Washington.
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and such the crisis required. When public bodies are to be
addressed on momentous occasions, when great interests are at
stake, and strong passions excited, nothing is valuable in
speech farther than as it is connected with high intellectual
and moral endowments. Clearness, force, and earnestness are the
qualities which produce conviction. True eloquence, indeed, does
not consist in speech. It cannot be brought from far. Labor and
learning may toil for it, but they will toil in vain. Words and
phrases may be marshalled in every way, but they cannot compass
it. It must exist in the man, in the subject, and in the
occasion. Affected passion, intense expression, the pomp of
declamation, all may aspire to it; they cannot reach it. It
comes, if it come at all, like the outbreaking of a fountain
from the earth, or the bursting forth of volcanic fires, with
spontaneous, original, native force. The graces taught in the
schools, the costly ornaments and studied contrivances of
speech, shock and disgust men, when their own lives, and the
fate of their wives, their children, and their country, hang on
the decision of the hour. Then words have lost their power,
rhetoric is vain, and all elaborate oratory contemptible. Even
genius itself then feels rebuked and subdued, as in the presence
of higher qualities. Then patriotism is eloquent; then selfdevotion is eloquent. The clear conception, outrunning the
deductions of logic, the high purpose, the firm resolve, the
dauntless spirit, speaking on the tongue, beaming from the eye,
informing every feature, and urging the whole man onward, right
onward to his object,—this, this is eloquence; or rather, it is
something greater and higher than all eloquence,—it is action,
noble, sublime, godlike action.
In July, 1776, the controversy had passed the stage of argument.
An appeal had been made to force, and opposing armies were in
the field. Congress, then, was to decide whether the tie which
had so long bound us to the parent state was to be severed at
once, and severed for ever. All the Colonies had signified their
resolution to abide by this decision, and the people looked for
it with the most intense anxiety. And surely, fellow-citizens,
never, never were men called to a more important political
deliberation. If we contemplate it from the point where they
then stood, no question could be more full of interest; if we
look at it now, and judge of its importance by its effects, it
appears of still greater magnitude.
Let us, then, bring before us the assembly, which was about to
decide a question thus big with the fate of empire. Let us open
their doors and look in upon their deliberations. Let us survey
the anxious and careworn countenances, let us hear the firmtoned voices, of this band of patriots.
HANCOCK presides over the solemn sitting; and one of those not
yet prepared to pronounce for absolute independence is on the
floor, and is urging his reasons for dissenting from the
Declaration.
“Let us pause! This step, once taken, cannot be retraced. This
resolution,
once
passed,
will
cut
off
all
hope
of
reconciliation. If success attend the arms of England, we shall
then be no longer Colonies, with charters and with privileges;
these will all be forfeited by this act; and we shall be in the
condition of other conquered people, at the mercy of the
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conquerors. For ourselves, we may be ready to run the hazard;
but are we ready to carry the country to that length? Is success
so probable as to justify it? Where is the military, where the
naval power, by which we are to resist the whole strength of the
arm of England,—for she will exert that strength to the utmost?
Can we rely on the constancy and perseverance of the people? or
will they not act as the people of other countries have acted,
and, wearied with a long war, submit, in the end, to a worse
oppression? While we stand on our old ground, and insist on
redress of grievances, we know we are right, and are not
answerable for consequences. Nothing, then, can be imputed to
us. But if we now change our object, carry our pretensions
farther, and set up for absolute independence, we shall lose the
sympathy of mankind. We shall no longer be defending what we
possess, but struggling for something which we never did
possess, and which we have solemnly and uniformly disclaimed all
intention of pursuing, from the very outset of the troubles.
Abandoning thus our old ground, of resistance only to arbitrary
acts of oppression, the nations will believe the whole to have
been mere pretence, and they will look on us, not as injured,
but as ambitious subjects. I shudder before this responsibility.
It will be on us, if, relinquishing the ground on which we have
stood so long, and stood so safely, we now proclaim
independence, and carry on the war for that object, while these
cities burn, these pleasant fields whiten and bleach with the
bones of their owners, and these streams run blood. It will be
upon us, it will be upon us, if, failing to maintain this
unseasonable and ill-judged declaration, a sterner despotism,
maintained by military power, shall be established over our
posterity, when we ourselves, given up by an exhausted, a
harassed, a misled people, shall have expiated our rashness and
atoned for our presumption on the scaffold.”
It was for Mr. Adams to reply to arguments like these. We know
his opinions, and we know his character. He would commence with
his accustomed directness and earnestness.
“Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish, I give my hand
and my heart to this vote. It is true, indeed, that in the
beginning we aimed not at independence. But there’s a Divinity
which shapes our ends. The injustice of England has driven us
to arms; and, blinded to her own interest for our good, she has
obstinately persisted, till independence is now within our
grasp. We have but to reach forth to it, and it is ours. Why,
then, should we defer the Declaration? Is any man so weak as now
to hope for a reconciliation with England, which shall leave
either safety to the country and its liberties, or safety to his
own life and his own honor? Are not you, Sir, who sit in that
chair,—is not he, our venerable colleague near you,—are you not
both already the proscribed and predestined objects of
punishment and of vengeance? Cut off from all hope of royal
clemency, what are you, what can you be, while the power of
England remains, but outlaws? If we postpone independence, do
we mean to carry on, or to give up, the war? Do we mean to submit
to the measures of Parliament, Boston Port Bill and all? Do we
mean to submit, and consent that we ourselves shall be ground
to powder, and our country and its rights trodden down in the
dust? I know we do not mean to submit. We never shall submit.
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Do we intend to violate that most solemn obligation ever entered
into by men, that plighting, before God, of our sacred honor to
Washington, when, putting him forth to incur the dangers of war,
as well as the political hazards of the times, we promised to
adhere to him, in every extremity, with our fortunes and our
lives? I know there is not a man here, who would not rather see
a general conflagration sweep over the land, or an earthquake
sink it, than one jot or tittle of that plighted faith fall to
the ground. For myself, having, twelve months ago, in this
place, moved you, that George Washington be appointed commander
of the forces raised, or to be raised, for defence of American
liberty,60 may my right hand forget her cunning, and my tongue
cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I hesitate or waver in the
support I give him.
“The war, then, must go on. We must fight it through. And if the
war must go on, why put off longer the Declaration of
Independence? That measure will strengthen us. It will give us
character abroad. The nations will then treat with us, which
they never can do while we acknowledge ourselves subjects, in
arms against our sovereign. Nay, I maintain that England herself
will sooner treat for peace with us on the footing of
independence, than consent, by repealing her acts, to
acknowledge that her whole conduct towards us has been a course
of injustice and oppression. Her pride will be less wounded by
submitting to that course of things which now predestinates our
independence, than by yielding the points in controversy to her
rebellious subjects. The former she would regard as the result
of fortune; the latter she would feel as her own deep disgrace.
Why, then, why then, Sir, do we not as soon as possible change
this from a civil to a national war? And since we must fight it
through, why not put ourselves in a state to enjoy all the
benefits of victory, if we gain the victory?
“If we fail, it can be no worse for us. But we shall not fail.
The cause will raise up armies; the cause will create navies.
The people, the people, if we are true to them, will carry us,
and will carry themselves, gloriously, through this struggle. I
care not how fickle other people have been found. I know the
people of these Colonies, and I know that resistance to British
aggression is deep and settled in their hearts and cannot be
eradicated. Every Colony, indeed, has expressed its willingness
to follow, if we but take the lead. Sir, the Declaration will
inspire the people with increased courage. Instead of a long and
bloody war for the restoration of privileges, for redress of
grievances, for chartered immunities, held under a British king,
set before them the glorious object of entire independence, and
it will breathe into them anew the breath of life. Read this
Declaration at the head of the army; every sword will be drawn
from its scabbard, and the solemn vow uttered, to maintain it,
or to perish on the bed of honor. Publish it from the pulpit;
religion will approve it, and the love of religious liberty will
cling round it, resolved to stand with it, or fall with it. Send
it to the public halls; proclaim it there; let them hear it who
heard the first roar of the enemy’s cannon; let them see it who
saw their brothers and their sons fall on the field of Bunker
Hill, and in the streets of Lexington and Concord, and the very

60. See Life and Works of John Adams, Vol. II. p. 417 et seq.
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walls will cry out in its support.
“Sir, I know the uncertainty of human affairs, but I see, I see
clearly, through this day’s business. You and I, indeed, may rue
it. We may not live to the time when this Declaration shall be
made good. We may die; die colonists; die slaves; die, it may
be, ignominiously and on the scaffold. Be it so. Be it so. If
it be the pleasure of Heaven that my country shall require the
poor offering of my life, the victim shall be ready, at the
appointed hour of sacrifice, come when that hour may. But while
I do live, let me have a country, or at least the hope of a
country, and that a free country.
“But whatever may be our fate, be assured, be assured
that this Declaration will stand. It may cost treasure,
and it may cost blood; but it will stand, and it will
richly compensate for both. Through the thick gloom of
the present, I see the brightness of the future, as the
sun in heaven. We shall make this a glorious, an
immortal day. When we are in our graves, our children
will honor it. They will celebrate it with thanksgiving,
with festivity, with bonfires, and illuminations. On
its annual return they will shed tears, copious, gushing
tears, not of subjection and slavery, not of agony and
distress, but of exultation, of gratitude, and of joy.
Sir, before God, I believe the hour is come. My judgment
approves this measure, and my whole heart is in it. All
that I have, and all that I am, and all that I hope, in
this life, I am now ready here to stake upon it; and I
leave off as I begun, that live or die, survive or
perish, I am for the Declaration. It is my living
sentiment, and by the blessing of God it shall be my
dying sentiment, Independence now, and INDEPENDENCE FOR
EVER.”
And so that day shall be honored, illustrious prophet and
patriot! so that day shall be honored, and as often as it
returns, thy renown shall come along with it, and the glory of
thy life, like the day of thy death, shall not fail from the
remembrance of men.
It would be unjust, fellow-citizens, on this occasion, while we
express our veneration for him who is the immediate subject of
these remarks, were we to omit a most respectful, affectionate,
and grateful mention of those other great men, his colleagues,
who stood with him, and with the same spirit, the same devotion,
took part in the interesting transaction. HANCOCK, the
proscribed HANCOCK, exiled from his home by a military governor,
cut off by proclamation from the mercy of the crown,—Heaven
reserved for him the distinguished honor of putting this great
question to the vote, and of writing his own name first, and
most conspicuously, on that parchment which spoke defiance to
the power of the crown of England. There, too, is the name of
that other proscribed patriot, SAMUEL ADAMS, a man who hungered
and thirsted for the independence of his country, who thought
the Declaration halted and lingered, being himself not only
ready, but eager, for it, long before it was proposed; a man of
the deepest sagacity, the clearest foresight, and the
profoundest judgment in men. And there is GERRY, himself among
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the earliest and the foremost of the patriots, found, when the
battle of Lexington summoned them to common counsels, by the
side of WARREN; a man who lived to serve his country at home and
abroad, and to die in the second place in the government. There,
too, is the inflexible, the upright, the Spartan character,
ROBERT TREAT PAINE. He also lived to serve his country through
the struggle, and then withdrew from her councils, only that he
might give his labors and his life to his native State, in
another relation. These names, fellow-citizens, are the
treasures of the Commonwealth; and they are treasures which grow
brighter by time.
It is now necessary to resume the narrative, and to finish with
great brevity the notice of the lives of those whose virtues and
services we have met to commemorate.
Mr. Adams remained in Congress from its first meeting till
November, 1777, when he was appointed Minister to France. He
proceeded on that service in the February following, embarking
in the frigate Boston, from the shore of his native town, at the
foot of Mount Wollaston. The year following, he was appointed
commissioner to treat of peace with England. Returning to the
United States, he was a delegate from Braintree in the
Convention for framing the Constitution of this Commonwealth,
in 1780.61 At the latter end of the same year, he again went
abroad in the diplomatic service of the country, and was
employed at various courts, and occupied with various
negotiations, until 1788. The particulars of these interesting
and important services this occasion does not allow time to
relate. In 1782 he concluded our first treaty with Holland. His
negotiations with that republic, his efforts to persuade the
States-General to recognize our independence, his incessant and
indefatigable exertions to represent the American cause
favorably on the Continent, and to counteract the designs of its
enemies, open and secret, and his successful undertaking to
obtain loans on the credit of a nation yet new and unknown, are
among his most arduous, most useful, most honorable services.
It was his fortune to bear a part in the negotiation for peace
with England, and in something more than six years from the
Declaration which he had so strenuously supported, he had the
satisfaction of seeing the minister plenipotentiary of the crown
subscribe his name to the instrument which declared that his
“Britannic Majesty acknowledged the United States to be free,
sovereign, and independent.” In these important transactions,
Mr. Adams’s conduct received the marked approbation of Congress
and of the country.
While abroad, in 1787, he published his “Defence of the American
Constitutions”; a work of merit and ability, though composed
with haste, on the spur of a particular occasion, in the midst
of other occupations, and under circumstances not admitting of
careful revision. The immediate object of the work was to
counteract the weight of opinions advanced by several popular
European writers of that day, M. Turgot, the Abbé de Mably, and
Dr. Price, at a time when the people of the United States were
employed in forming and revising their systems of government.
Returning to the United States in 1788, he found the new
government about going into operation, and was himself elected

61. In this Convention he served as chairman of the committee for preparing the draft of a Constitution.
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the first Vice-President, a situation which he filled with
reputation for eight years, at the expiration of which he was
raised to the Presidential chair, as immediate successor to the
immortal Washington. In this high station he was succeeded by
Mr. Jefferson, after a memorable controversy between their
respective friends, in 1801; and from that period his manner of
life has been known to all who hear me. He has lived, for fiveand-twenty years, with every enjoyment that could render old age
happy. Not inattentive to the occurrences of the times,
political cares have yet not materially, or for any long time,
disturbed his repose. In 1820 he acted as Elector of President
and Vice-President, and in the same year we saw him, then at the
age of eighty-five, a member of the Convention of this
Commonwealth called to revise the Constitution. Forty years
before, he had been one of those who formed that Constitution;
and he had now the pleasure of witnessing that there was little
which the people desired to change.62 Possessing all his
faculties to the end of his long life, with an unabated love of
reading and contemplation, in the centre of interesting circles
of friendship and affection, he was blessed in his retirement
with whatever of repose and felicity the condition of man
allows. He had, also, other enjoyments. He saw around him that
prosperity and general happiness which had been the object of
his public cares and labors. No man ever beheld more clearly,
and for a longer time, the great and beneficial effects of the
services rendered by himself to his country. That liberty which
he so early defended, that independence of which he was so able
an advocate and supporter, he saw, we trust, firmly and securely
established. The population of the country thickened around him
faster, and extended wider, than his own sanguine predictions
had anticipated; and the wealth, respectability, and power of
the nation sprang up to a magnitude which it is quite impossible
he could have expected to witness in his day. He lived also to
behold those principles of civil freedom which had been
developed, established, and practically applied in America,
attract attention, command respect, and awaken imitation, in
other regions of the globe; and well might, and well did, he
exclaim, “Where will the consequences of the American Revolution
end?”
If any thing yet remain to fill this cup of happiness, let it
be added, that he lived to see a great and intelligent people
bestow the highest honor in their gift where he had bestowed his
own kindest parental affections and lodged his fondest hopes.
Thus honored in life, thus happy at death, he saw the JUBILEE,
and he died; and with the last prayers which trembled on his
lips was the fervent supplication for his country, “Independence
for ever!”63
Mr. Jefferson, having been occupied in the years 1778 and 1779
in the important service of revising the laws of Virginia, was
elected Governor of that State, as successor to Patrick Henry,
and held the situation when the State was invaded by the British
arms. In 1781 he published his Notes on Virginia, a work which

62. Upon the organization of this body, 15th November, 1820, John Adams was elected its President; an office which the infirmities
of age compelled him to decline. For the interesting proceedings of the Convention on this occasion, the address of Chief Justice
Parker, and the reply of Mr. Adams, see Journal of Debates and Proceedings in the Convention of Delegates chosen to revise the
Constitution of Massachusetts, p. 8 et seq.
63. For an account of Mr. Webster’s last interview with Mr. Adams, see March’s Reminiscences of Congress, p. 62.
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attracted attention in Europe as well as America, dispelled many
misconceptions respecting this continent, and gave its author a
place among men distinguished for science. In November, 1783,
he again took his seat in the Continental Congress, but in the
May following was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary, to act
abroad, in the negotiation of commercial treaties, with Dr.
Franklin and Mr. Adams. He proceeded to France, in execution of
this mission, embarking at Boston; and that was the only
occasion on which he ever visited this place. In 1785 he was
appointed Minister to France, the duties of which situation he
continued to perform until October, 1789, when he obtained leave
to retire, just on the eve of that tremendous revolution which
has so much agitated the world in our times. Mr. Jefferson’s
discharge of his diplomatic duties was marked by great ability,
diligence, and patriotism; and while he resided at Paris, in one
of the most interesting periods, his character for intelligence,
his love of knowledge and of the society of learned men,
distinguished him in the highest circles of the French capital.
No court in Europe had at that time in Paris a representative
commanding or enjoying higher regard, for political knowledge
or for general attainments, than the minister of this then
infant republic. Immediately on his return to his native
country, at the organization of the government under the present
Constitution, his talents and experience recommended him to
President Washington for the first office in his gift. He was
placed at the head of the Department of State. In this situation,
also, he manifested conspicuous ability. His correspondence with
the ministers of other powers residing here, and his
instructions to our own diplomatic agents abroad, are among our
ablest state papers. A thorough knowledge of the laws and usages
of nations, perfect acquaintance with the immediate subject
before him, great felicity, and still greater facility, in
writing, show themselves in whatever effort his official
situation called on him to make. It is believed by competent
judges, that the diplomatic intercourse of the government of the
United States, from the first meeting of the Continental
Congress in 1774 to the present time, taken together, would not
suffer, in respect to the talent with which it has been
conducted, by comparison with any thing which other and older
governments can produce; and to the attainment of this
respectability and distinction Mr. Jefferson has contributed his
full part.
On the retirement of General Washington from the Presidency, and
the election of Mr. Adams to that office in 1797, he was chosen
Vice-President. While presiding in this capacity over the
deliberations of the Senate, he compiled and published a Manual
of Parliamentary Practice, a work of more labor and more merit
than is indicated by its size. It is now received as the general
standard by which proceedings are regulated, not only in both
Houses of Congress, but in most of the other legislative bodies
in the country. In 1801 he was elected President, in opposition
to Mr. Adams, and re-elected in 1805, by a vote approaching
towards unanimity.
From the time of his final retirement from public life, in 1809,
Mr. Jefferson lived as became a wise man. Surrounded by
affectionate friends, his ardor in the pursuit of knowledge
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undiminished, with uncommon health and unbroken spirits, he was
able to enjoy largely the rational pleasures of life, and to
partake in that public prosperity which he had so much
contributed to produce. His kindness and hospitality, the charm
of his conversation, the ease of his manners, the extent of his
acquirements, and, especially, the full store of Revolutionary
incidents which he had treasured in his memory, and which he
knew when and how to dispense, rendered his abode in a high
degree attractive to his admiring countrymen, while his high
public and scientific character drew towards him every
intelligent and educated traveller from abroad. Both Mr. Adams
and Mr. Jefferson had the pleasure of knowing that the respect
which they so largely received was not paid to their official
stations. They were not men made great by office; but great men,
on whom the country for its own benefit had conferred office.
There was that in them which office did not give, and which the
relinquishment of office did not, and could not, take away. In
their retirement, in the midst of their fellow-citizens,
themselves private citizens, they enjoyed as high regard and
esteem as when filling the most important places of public
trust.
There remained to Mr. Jefferson yet one other work of patriotism
and beneficence, the establishment of a university in his native
State. To this object he devoted years of incessant and anxious
attention, and by the enlightened liberality of the Legislature
of Virginia, and the co-operation of other able and zealous
friends, he lived to see it accomplished. May all success attend
this infant seminary; and may those who enjoy its advantages,
as often as their eyes shall rest on the neighboring height,
recollect what they owe to their disinterested and indefatigable
benefactor; and may letters honor him who thus labored in the
cause of letters!64
Thus useful, and thus respected, passed the old age of Thomas
Jefferson. But time was on its ever-ceaseless wing, and was now
bringing the last hour of this illustrious man. He saw its
approach with undisturbed serenity. He counted the moments as
they passed, and beheld that his last sands were falling. That
day, too, was at hand which he had helped to make immortal. One
wish, one hope, if it were not presumptuous, beat in his fainting
breast. Could it be so, might it please God, he would desire
once more to see the sun, once more to look abroad on the scene
around him, on the great day of liberty. Heaven, in its mercy,
fulfilled that prayer. He saw that sun, he enjoyed its sacred
light, he thanked God for this mercy, and bowed his aged head
to the grave. “Felix, non vitae tantum claritate, sed etiam
opportunitate mortis.”
The last public labor of Mr. Jefferson naturally suggests the
expression of the high praise which is due, both to him and to
Mr. Adams, for their uniform and zealous attachment to learning,
and to the cause of general knowledge. Of the advantages of
learning, indeed, and of literary accomplishments, their own
characters were striking recommendations and illustrations.

64. Mr. Jefferson himself considered his services in establishing the University of Virginia as among the most important rendered
by him to the country. In Mr. Wirt’s Eulogy, it is stated that a private memorandum was found among his papers, containing the
following inscription to be placed on his monument.— “Here was buried Thomas Jefferson, Author of the Declaration of
Independence, of the Statutes of Virginia for Religious Freedom, and Father of the University of Virginia.” Eulogies on Adams and
Jefferson, p. 426.
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They were scholars, ripe and good scholars; widely acquainted
with ancient, as well as modern literature, and not altogether
uninstructed in the deeper sciences. Their acquirements,
doubtless, were different, and so were the particular objects
of their literary pursuits; as their tastes and characters, in
these respects, differed like those of other men. Being, also,
men of busy lives, with great objects requiring action
constantly before them, their attainments in letters did not
become showy or obtrusive. Yet I would hazard the opinion, that,
if we could now ascertain all the causes which gave them eminence
and distinction in the midst of the great men with whom they
acted, we should find not among the least their early
acquisitions in literature, the resources which it furnished,
the promptitude and facility which it communicated, and the wide
field it opened for analogy and illustration; giving them thus,
on every subject, a larger view and a broader range, as well for
discussion as for the government of their own conduct.
Literature sometimes disgusts, and pretension to it much oftener
disgusts, by appearing to hang loosely on the character, like
something foreign or extraneous, not a part, but an ill-adjusted
appendage; or by seeming to overload and weigh it down by its
unsightly bulk, like the productions of bad taste in
architecture, where there is massy and cumbrous ornament without
strength or solidity of column. This has exposed learning, and
especially classical learning, to reproach. Men have seen that
it might exist without mental superiority, without vigor,
without good taste, and without utility. But in such cases
classical learning has only not inspired natural talent; or, at
most, it has but made original feebleness of intellect, and
natural bluntness of perception, something more conspicuous. The
question, after all, if it be a question, is, whether
literature, ancient as well as modern, does not assist a good
understanding, improve natural good taste, add polished armor
to native strength, and render its possessor, not only more
capable of deriving private happiness from contemplation and
reflection, but more accomplished also for action in the affairs
of life, and especially for public action. Those whose memories
we now honor were learned men; but their learning was kept in
its proper place, and made subservient to the uses and objects
of life. They were scholars, not common nor superficial; but
their scholarship was so in keeping with their character, so
blended and inwrought, that careless observers, or bad judges,
not seeing an ostentatious display of it, might infer that it
did not exist; forgetting, or not knowing, that classical
learning in men who act in conspicuous public stations, perform
duties which exercise the faculty of writing, or address
popular, deliberative, or judicial bodies, is often felt where
it is little seen, and sometimes felt more effectually because
it is not seen at all.
But the cause of knowledge, in a more enlarged sense, the cause
of general knowledge and of popular education, had no warmer
friends, nor more powerful advocates, than Mr. Adams and Mr.
Jefferson. On this foundation they knew the whole republican
system rested; and this great and all-important truth they
strove to impress, by all the means in their power. In the early
publication already referred to, Mr. Adams expresses the strong
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and just sentiment, that the education of the poor is more
important, even to the rich themselves, than all their own
riches. On this great truth, indeed, is founded that unrivalled,
that invaluable political and moral institution, our own
blessing and the glory of our fathers, the New England system
of free schools.
As the promotion of knowledge had been the object of their regard
through life, so these great men made it the subject of their
testamentary bounty. Mr. Jefferson is understood to have
bequeathed his library to the University of Virginia, and that
of Mr. Adams is bestowed on the inhabitants of Quincy.
Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson, fellow-citizens, were successively
Presidents of the United States. The comparative merits of their
respective administrations for a long time agitated and divided
public opinion. They were rivals, each supported by numerous and
powerful portions of the people, for the highest office. This
contest, partly the cause and partly the consequence of the long
existence of two great political parties in the country, is now
part of the history of our government. We may naturally regret
that any thing should have occurred to create difference and
discord between those who had acted harmoniously and efficiently
in the great concerns of the Revolution. But this is not the
time, nor this the occasion, for entering into the grounds of
that difference, or for attempting to discuss the merits of the
questions which it involves. As practical questions, they were
canvassed when the measures which they regarded were acted on
and adopted; and as belonging to history, the time has not come
for their consideration.
It is, perhaps, not wonderful, that, when the Constitution of
the United States first went into operation, different opinions
should be entertained as to the extent of the powers conferred
by it. Here was a natural source of diversity of sentiment. It
is still less wonderful, that that event, nearly contemporary
with our government under the present Constitution, which so
entirely shocked all Europe, and disturbed our relations with
her leading powers, should be thought, by different men, to have
different bearings on our own prosperity; and that the early
measures adopted by the government of the United States, in
consequence of this new state of things, should be seen in
opposite lights. It is for the future historian, when what now
remains of prejudice and misconception shall have passed away,
to state these different opinions, and pronounce impartial
judgment. In the mean time, all good men rejoice, and well may
rejoice, that the sharpest differences sprung out of measures
which, whether right or wrong, have ceased with the exigencies
that gave them birth, and have left no permanent effect, either
on the Constitution or on the general prosperity of the country.
This remark, I am aware, may be supposed to have its exception
in one measure, the alteration of the Constitution as to the
mode of choosing President; but it is true in its general
application. Thus the course of policy pursued towards France
in 1798, on the one hand, and the measures of commercial
restriction commenced in 1807, on the other, both subjects of
warm and severe opposition, have passed away and left nothing
behind them. They were temporary, and, whether wise or unwise,
their consequences were limited to their respective occasions.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
It is equally clear, at the same time, and it is equally
gratifying, that those measures of both administrations which
were of durable importance, and which drew after them momentous
and long remaining consequences, have received general
approbation. Such was the organization, or rather the creation,
of the navy, in the administration of Mr. Adams; such the
acquisition of Louisiana in that of Mr. Jefferson. The country,
it may safely be added, is not likely to be willing either to
approve, or to reprobate, indiscriminately, and in the
aggregate,
all
the
measures
of
either,
or
of
any,
administration. The dictate of reason and of justice is, that,
holding each one his own sentiments on the points of difference,
we imitate the great men themselves in the forbearance and
moderation which they have cherished, and in the mutual respect
and kindness which they have been so much inclined to feel and
to reciprocate.
No men, fellow-citizens, ever served their country with more
entire exemption from every imputation of selfish and mercenary
motives, than those to whose memory we are paying these proofs
of respect. A suspicion of any disposition to enrich themselves
or to profit by their public employments, never rested on
either. No sordid motive approached them. The inheritance which
they have left to their children is of their character and their
fame.
Fellow-citizens, I will detain you no longer by this faint and
feeble tribute to the memory of the illustrious dead. Even in
other hands, adequate justice could not be done to them, within
the limits of this occasion. Their highest, their best praise,
is your deep conviction of their merits, your affectionate
gratitude for their labors and their services. It is not my
voice, it is this cessation of ordinary pursuits, this arresting
of all attention, these solemn ceremonies, and this crowded
house, which speak their eulogy. Their fame, indeed, is safe.
That is now treasured up beyond the reach of accident. Although
no sculptured marble should rise to their memory, nor engraved
stone bear record of their deeds, yet will their remembrance be
as lasting as the land they honored. Marble columns may, indeed,
moulder into dust, time may erase all impress from the crumbling
stone, but their fame remains; for with AMERICAN LIBERTY it
rose, and with AMERICAN LIBERTY ONLY can it perish. It was the
last swelling peal of yonder choir, “THEIR BODIES ARE BURIED IN
PEACE, BUT THEIR NAME LIVETH EVERMORE.” I catch that solemn
song, I echo that lofty strain of funeral triumph, “THEIR NAME
LIVETH EVERMORE.”
Of the illustrious signers of the Declaration of Independence
there now remains only CHARLES CARROLL. He seems an aged oak,
standing alone on the plain, which time has spared a little
longer after all its contemporaries have been levelled with the
dust. Venerable object! we delight to gather round its trunk,
while yet it stands, and to dwell beneath its shadow. Sole
survivor of an assembly of as great men as the world has
witnessed, in a transaction one of the most important that
history records, what thoughts, what interesting reflections,
must fill his elevated and devout soul! If he dwell on the past,
how touching its recollections; if he survey the present, how
happy, how joyous, how full of the fruition of that hope which

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
his ardent patriotism indulged; if he glance at the future, how
does the prospect of his country’s advancement almost bewilder
his weakened conception! Fortunate, distinguished patriot!
Interesting relic of the past! Let him know that, while we honor
the dead, we do not forget the living; and that there is not a
heart here which does not fervently pray that Heaven may keep
him yet back from the society of his companions.
And now, fellow-citizens, let us not retire from this occasion
without a deep and solemn conviction of the duties which have
devolved upon us. This lovely land, this glorious liberty, these
benign institutions, the dear purchase of our fathers, are ours;
ours to enjoy, ours to preserve, ours to transmit. Generations
past and generations to come hold us responsible for this sacred
trust. Our fathers, from behind, admonish us, with their anxious
paternal voices; posterity calls out to us, from the bosom of
the future; the world turns hither its solicitous eyes; all, all
conjure us to act wisely, and faithfully, in the relation which
we sustain. We can never, indeed, pay the debt which is upon us;
but by virtue, by morality, by religion, by the cultivation of
every good principle and every good habit, we may hope to enjoy
the blessing, through our day, and to leave it unimpaired to our
children. Let us feel deeply how much of what we are and of what
we possess we owe to this liberty, and to these institutions of
government. Nature has, indeed, given us a soil which yields
bounteously to the hand of industry, the mighty and fruitful
ocean is before us, and the skies over our heads shed health and
vigor. But what are lands, and seas, and skies, to civilized
man, without society, without knowledge, without morals, without
religious culture; and how can these be enjoyed, in all their
extent and all their excellence, but under the protection of
wise institutions and a free government? Fellow-citizens, there
is not one of us, there is not one of us here present, who does
not, at this moment, and at every moment, experience, in his own
condition, and in the condition of those most near and dear to
him, the influence and the benefits of this liberty and these
institutions. Let us then acknowledge the blessing, let us feel
it deeply and powerfully, let us cherish a strong affection for
it, and resolve to maintain and perpetuate it. The blood of our
fathers, let it not have been shed in vain; the great hope of
posterity, let it not be blasted.
The striking attitude, too, in which we stand to the world around
us, a topic to which, I fear, I advert too often, and dwell on
too long, cannot be altogether omitted here. Neither individuals
nor nations can perform their part well, until they understand
and feel its importance, and comprehend and justly appreciate
all the duties belonging to it. It is not to inflate national
vanity, nor to swell a light and empty feeling of selfimportance, but it is that we may judge justly of our situation,
and of our own duties, that I earnestly urge upon you this
consideration of our position and our character among the
nations of the earth. It cannot be denied, but by those who would
dispute against the sun, that with America, and in America, a
new era commences in human affairs. This era is distinguished
by free representative governments, by entire religious liberty,
by improved systems of national intercourse, by a newly awakened
and an unconquerable spirit of free inquiry, and by a diffusion
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of knowledge through the community, such as has been before
altogether unknown and unheard of. America, America, our
country, fellow-citizens, our own dear and native land, is
inseparably connected, fast bound up, in fortune and by fate,
with these great interests. If they fall, we fall with them; if
they stand, it will be because we have maintained them. Let us
contemplate, then, this connection, which binds the prosperity
of others to our own; and let us manfully discharge all the
duties which it imposes. If we cherish the virtues and the
principles of our fathers, Heaven will assist us to carry on the
work of human liberty and human happiness. Auspicious omens
cheer us. Great examples are before us. Our own firmament now
shines brightly upon our path. WASHINGTON is in the clear, upper
sky. These other stars have now joined the American
constellation; they circle round their centre, and the heavens
beam with new light. Beneath this illumination let us walk the
course of life, and at its close devoutly commend our beloved
country, the common parent of us all, to the Divine Benignity.
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August 3, Thursday: Waldo Emerson wrote in his journal about having on the previous day been present at
Faneuil Hall to hear Daniel Webster’s eulogy for the deceased Thomas Jefferson and John Adams:
Yesterday I attended the funeral solemnities in Faneuil Hall in
honor of John Adams & Thomas Jefferson. The Oration of Mr
Webster was worthy of his fame & what is much more was worthy
of the august occasion.

Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin traveled to Bad Reinerz in Lower Silesia accompanied by his sisters Emilia and
Ludwika and his mother. They were there for treatment, especially for Emilia, who was showing symptoms
of tuberculosis and was probably contagious. Fryderyk, although ill himself, possibly contracted the disease
from her. They would remain there for five weeks.
The family of Samuel Ringgold Ward arrived in New-York, and lodged for the first night with their relatives,
the parents of the Reverend Henry Highland Garnet:
We lived several years at Waldron’s Landing, in the
neighbourhood of the Reeves, Woods, Bacons, and Lippineutts, who
were among my father’s very best friends, and whose children
were among my schoolfellows. However, in the spring and summer
of 1826, so numerous and alarming were the depredations of
kidnapping and slave-catching in the neighbourhood, that my
parents, after keeping the house armed night after night,
determined to remove to a place of greater distance and greater
safety. Being accommodated with horses and a waggon by kind
friends, they set out with my brother in their arms for New York
City, where they arrived on the 3rd day of August, 1826, and
lodged the first night with relations, the parents of the Rev.
H.H. Garnett, now of Westmoreland, Jamaica. Here we found some
20,000 coloured people. The State had just emancipated all its
slaves — viz., on the fourth day of the preceding month — and
it was deemed safer to live in such a city than in a more open
country place, such as we had just left. Subsequent events, such
as the ease with which my two relatives were taken back in 1828
— the truckling of the mercantile and the political classes to
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the slave system — the large amount of slaveholding property
owned by residents of New York — and, worst, basest, most
diabolical of all, the cringing, canting, hypocritical
friendship and subserviency of the religious classes to slavery
— have entirely dissipated that idea.
I look upon Greenwich, New Jersey, the place of my earliest
recollections, very much as most persons remember their native
place. There I followed my dear father up and down his garden,
with fond childish delight; the plants, shrubs, flowers, &c., I
looked upon as of his creation. There he first taught me some
valuable lessons — the use of the hoe, to spell in three
syllables, and to read the first chapter of John’s Gospel, and
my figures; then, having exhausted his literary stock upon me,
he sent me to school. There I first read the BIBLE to my beloved
mother, and read in her countenance (what I then could not read
in the book) what that BIBLE was to her. Were my native country
free, I could part with any possession to become the owner of
that, to me, most sacred spot of earth, my father’s old garden.
Had I clung to the use of the hoe, instead of aspiring to a love
of books, I might by this time have been somebody, and the reader
of this volume would not have been solicited by this means to
consider the lot of the oppressed American Negro.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day — Our public Meeting was large & favourd Our frd Wm Almy
was alone in service & was large acceptable & edifying - in the
last the appointment of Hannah Almy from our Moy [Monthly]
Meeting & Jos Metcalf & Lydia Smith from Providence Moy
[Monthly] Meeting to the Station of Elders was confirmed. —
After Meeting & dined at B Freeborns, & went on to Providence
in the Waggon with Nicholas Congdon to attend the School
Committee, & arrived at the School House about dark - found John
well & spent the evening pleasantly with him & friends there &
there lodged —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

August 4, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day Attended the School committee, some labour & exercise
attended the setting for buisness, but we found much
encouragement to think well of the Institution, & our visits to
the School were attended with that precious sense of love &
precious spirit which indeed constrained the acknowledgement
that it was good for us to be there, - that it was good for our
society that the School existed & furnished a strengthened hope
that a Succession of standard bearers would be raised up to fill
the places of us who were then Acting as caretakers of those
before us in the School — — I lodged at my dear aged friend Moses
Browns & on 7th day Morning returned to the School & spent the
fournoon & dined - then went to Town & at 3 OClock came home in
the Steam Boat.—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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August 6: At the ruins of Rauhenstein near Baden, 19-year-old Karl van Beethoven, nephew and ward of
Ludwig van Beethoven, shot twice at his left temple, missing with one shot and inflicting a flesh wound with
the other. He was found by a teamster and, by his own request, brought to his mother’s house in Vienna. The
young man would survive but his uncle would be emotionally impacted.
August 7: As was customary with suicide attempts, Vienna police removed the wounded Karl van Beethoven
from his mother’s house to the city’s General Hospital. He would remain there until September 25th.
August 8, Tuesday: According to an advertisement and notice in the Hampshire Telegraph and Sussex
Chronicle etc of Portsmouth, England for August 7th, a Regatta Ball had been scheduled for Portsmouth: “The
Nobility, and Gentry are respectfully informed, the REGATTA BALL, will take place at the Royal Clarence
Rooms, Southsea, on Tuesday evening the 8th inst, being the second day, under the patronage of Admiral Sir
George Martin, G.C.B. Commander-in-Chief, and Lady Martin; Major-General Sir James Lyon, K.C.B. and
G.C.H, Lieutenant Governor, and Lady Lyon.” The stewards for this ball were listed as “Capt. Warren, R.N.;
Capt. Dickenson, R.N.; Capt. Thoreau, 37th Regt.65 Tickets (not transferable) 5s.6d. each, to include Tea,
Coffee and Cards, may be had at the Rooms.”
CAPTAIN JOHN THOREAU

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
August 10, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day
Francis
care, &
who may

10th of 8 M / Father Rodman said a few words as did
Carr, the first time in Public, he is a friend who needs
I hope wisdom & prudence will go hand & hand with those
find it their places to lend a helping hand. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

August 12, Saturday: Marie, an opera comique by Ferdinand Herold to words of Planard, was performed for
the initial time, in the Theatre Feydeau, Paris.
August 13, Sunday: Scottish explorer Alexander Gordon Laing became the 1st European to reach Timbuktu
(Mali). He would be killed in September.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 13 of 8 M / Both Meeting very small in consequence of
the Rain - Father Rodman engaged in both settings & in the
Afternoon I thought we had a good meeting
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
August 16, Wednesday: On his 31st birthday, Heinrich August Marschner began a leave of absence from his
post as Musikdirektor in Dresden. This was part of his resignation, which would take effect at the end of the
month.
65. 37th (North Hampshire) Regiment of Foot.
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August 17, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 17th of 8th M / Silent Meeting, but not without some
good feelings, yet much of that which savor’d of death —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
August 19, Saturday: Manuel Gonzalez Salmon y Gomez de Torres replaced Pedro Alcantara Alvarez de
Toledo y Salm-Salm, Duque de Infantado as prime minister of Spain.
The Canada Company was chartered, to colonize Upper Canada (Ontario).
Joseph Ellicott, former Resident-Agent for western New York’s Holland Land Office, ill and despondent,
committed suicide at Bellevue Hospital in New-York at the age of 65.
August 20, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 20th 8th N / In the forenoon Hannah Dennis & Father
Rodman were engaged in testimonys, & in the Afternoon Father
said a little - both were meetings seasons of mental exercise
to me -Thos Hazard & his wife were at Meeting in the forenoon they live in NYork - Newport is her native place, she was the
daughter of the Widow Rodman on the Point, & has not been here
in about 23 Years RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
The King received us last week and was most gracious. But what
a change since I last saw him. He is fat, very red in the face
and unwieldy.
August 22, Tuesday: From this day, into October, Jedediah Smith would be leading the first overland
expedition from Utah across the Sierra Nevada into California.
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August 23, Wednesday morning: In Scotland, a pistol duel was fought between David Lansdale, a linen
merchant of Kirkcaldy, and his former banker, George Morgan of the Bank of Scotland. The linen merchant’s
grievance was that the banker had been spreading unfounded rumors about his business, resulting in unfair
harassment from Lansdale’s creditors. Refer to an account by a descendant, James Lansdale, THE LAST DUEL:
A TRUE STORY OF DEATH AND HONOR (NY: Canongate, 2005). This would be the last Scottish duel in which
there was a fatality.

August 24, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 24th of 8 M / Our Meeting very small, the day very Rainy,
& the Mond overcast, as well as the Sky RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
August 26, Saturday: In Boston, Faneuil Hall Market opened for business.
Hector Berlioz enrolled in the composition course of Jean-Francois Le Sueur at the Paris Conservatoire.
August 27, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 27 of 8 M / Both Meetings were low times & nearly silent
We took tea at Father Rodmans. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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August 28, Monday: According to an article in the Caledonian Mercury of Edinburgh, Scotland for
September 2, 1826, reprinting material from the London Gazette, according to an announcement of the
“WAR-OFFICE” of August 28th, some changes had been made in the appointments of Ensigns in the “1st
West India Regiment”: “Urquhart, vice Ormsby, appointed to the 39th foot; Ensign J.A. Thoreau, from the half
pay, vice Boyd, who exchanges.”

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
(We note that this appointment came less than three weeks after that Regatta Ball for which Captain John
Thoreau had been a “steward.” What had that ball been, the proper British stiff-upper-lip 19th-Century
equivalent of a job interview?)
August 28, Monday night: During a drenching rainstorm this night there were a number of mudslides in the
White Mountains of New Hampshire. Some of the slides would be seen in the morning to have been all of half
a mile wide and from one to five miles in length. One hill in particular had been almost completely stripped
of its forest and soil cover, down to the bare rock. Several days before this major event a large slide had come
down the mountain above the Calvin Willey home, taking away the barn and just missing this building. In the
morning visitors had discovered a pile of rocks a hundred feet high and only three feet away from the intact
house, but only signs of interrupted life inside. The eleven persons resident in this home had rushed out at the
sound and vibration — and all had been swept away. Nathaniel Hawthorne would visit Crawford Notch and
then use this story in his “The Ambitious Guest.”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
August 29, Tuesday: George Frisbie Hoar was born, son of the attorney Samuel Hoar66 and Sarah Sherman
Hoar, who was a daughter of the Roger Sherman whose name appears on our Declaration of Independence:
my own grandfather from whom I inherited the love of
Liberty and my opinions as to the rights of men and of
nations.
He would become, as we see above, proud of his ancestry, or, at least, proud of the ancestry about which he
was willing to talk in public. (Proud of his ancestry as he was, for one reason or another he wouldn’t ever get
around to mentioning to anyone that his great-grandfather Daniel Hoar had been a mass race murderer of
innocents, who had been saved from being hanged on Boston Common only by way of his importance and his
connections.) However, contrary to what his biographer Welch says, this politician George Frisbie Hoar was
not born in Concord, Massachusetts, the “shrine of the Revolution and the acknowledged capital of ‘simple
living and high thinking,’” but born instead in Worcester, a manufacturing center famous –if it has ever been
famous for anything– for its railroad connections to elsewhere. The Hoars, be it said once and for all –with
the possible single exception of the daughter Elizabeth Hoar– in Concord the acknowledged capital of “simple
living and high thinking” — managed to undertake to obey that injunction almost completely backward,
making themselves into past masters of the art of swell living and simplistic thinking.

66. It was in this year that Samuel Hoar was becoming a Massachusetts senator. (In politics, Hoar began as a Federalist, became a
Whig, and would continue as a Whig until the nomination of the slavemaster Zachary Taylor for president.)
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On this day, also, at Harvard College, the new building of the Divinity School was being dedicated. (About
this period Dr. Follen was providing instruction in the school, in the department of Ethics.)
August 30, Wednesday: The Reverend Beriah Green remarried with Daraxa Foote of Middlebury, who would
give birth in 1827 to Marcia Deming Green, in 1829 to Eliza Merrill Green, in 1831 to Jonathan Smith Green,
in 1833 to Mary Clark Green, in 1835 to Charles Stuart Green, in 1837 to Ruth Ann Green, and in 1843 to
Clara Foote Green.
Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 30th of 8 M / Rode to Portsmouth this Afternoon with
D Buffum Jr on a committee from the Moy [Monthly] Meeting to
Visit Wm Hall who has requested to be dismissed from society -
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he was absent from home, & we were disappointed. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
August 31, Thursday: Giacomo Costantino Beltrami notified the REVUE ENCYCLOPÉDIQUE that he had
discovered in Mexico, and obtained for the outside world, an ancient Mexican manuscript printed upon agave
leaves, now known as “the Aztec codex” and as EVANGELARIUM EPISTOLARIUM AZTECUM.67

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 31 of 8 M / Rode with my H to Portsmouth to attend
our Monthly Meeting, which was a time of refreshment our first
meeting was livily in silence & the testimony all sweet &
encouraging. — Mary Hicks D Buffum, Ruth Freeborn Clarke Rodman
Hannah Dennis & A Sherman bore short lively testimonys,
corresponding in exercise, that we might seek peace & persue
it. —
In the last the buisness was conducted orderly & in harmony. —
Joshua Shaw & Hannah Pearce published their intentions of
Marriage. — We dined & spent the remainder of the Afternoon at
Uncle Stantons. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

67. It would turn out that the particular codice retrieved by Beltrami wasn’t ancient at all, having been produced by native students
in 1529 under the sponsorship of a teacher at the Imperial College of Santa Cruz de Tlaltelolco in Mexico, Bernardino de Sahagun.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826
SEPTEMBER
September: The Providence, Rhode Island Beacon printed a letter from a resident of Pawtucket, complaining
about the disruptive activities of a person identified as “Dr. Preachloud,” “a religious quack, who has cracked
eardrums, and turned the heads of half the females in this place, by his loud exhortations and pourings out of
the spirit.” This street preacher was being said to be “by trade a Cobler.”
September: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
As nearly the entire Cabinet had left London, including Mr.
Canning, father thought it a good opportunity to pay a visit to
Paris. He particularly wished to consult Pozzo di Borgo on
several very important matters. He finds that Bonapartism is
nearly extinct. He found Monsieur de Lafayette in a far more
peaceful frame of mind than when he paid his visit to America.
He spoke to him in the most forcible language of his love of
petty plotting. He seems now to realize that such things are
futile. His one wish now is to see the Duc d’Orleans on the
throne as a constitutional Monarch. I fear this is in the dim
future. Lafayette is strongly in favour of the Duke’s disputing
the legitimacy of the Duc de Bordeaux. We had an interview with
Monsieur de Villele, who seems much annoyed with the President’s
message, particularly with regard to Hayti. I do not think
father gave him much satisfaction. A funny incident I must
record. When we crossed to Boulogne mamma had to dress on board
for a reception at that port, which was being given to Monsieur
de Lafayette. On our arrival it was low tide and as is the custom
fishermen came out to the pacquet in shallow water to carry us
to the shore-fisherwomen for the ladies. Mamma was mounted on
the back of a fat Boulognese. Not thinking the woman was going
fast enough she prodded her with her heels. The woman lost her
temper and dropped mamma in about a foot of water. We could not
help laughing to see her sitting up to her waist in water. She
was in red velvet with a huge turban covered with white feathers.
The more we laughed the more enraged she became. At last she was
rescued and carried, dripping, ashore. She had to be taken at
once to an inn and dried. She will never forgive us.
I find Paris delightful, but few of our friends here as all are
at their chateaux or by the sea. I visited all my old haunts and
have registered a vow that the moment I am in a position to do
so I will return here to live and die.
September 3, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 3rd of 9 M 1826 / Our Meeting this morning, I believe
ought to have been silent, tho’ there was preaching - It was
silent in the Afternoon. —
Visited our friend Mary Morton at her sister Abigail Robinsons
this evening - a pleasant visit —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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September 5, Tuesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 5th of 9 M / Recd a kind letter from my frd Wm Rickman
of Rochester Engd — which was encouraging & acceptable - it was
reviving to my weak & low state in every Sense. — It was dated
11th of 7 M 1826 —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September 6, Wednesday: John Russworm, the privileged son of a white planter from Virginia in Jamaica
with a slave woman, received a BA from Bowdoin College.68

Well, that is not so strange as the fact that in the previous year’s graduating class at Bowdoin, each and every
senior seems to have been a black wannabee! (Peruse the following screen :-)
September 7, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 7 of 9 M / At meeting a short good testimony in the early
part of the Meeting from Father Rodman, & the Whole of the
meeting a good favourd season to me, for which I desire to be
thankful
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

September 9, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 9 of 9 M / Some precious feelings in the course of this
Day & particularly in the evening —Tho’ I am under no
particularly or immediate outward trial myself - yet my mind has
been lead to feel & examine, how good it is to feel the
everlasting truth to be underneath as an Anchor to the soul how will it calm the mind in every streight — it is something
to flee to, when all other things fail. — in Poverty & in it
riches, it will sustain the mind under an ever consistent line
68. He was the 3d person of color to obtain a diploma in America. Alexander Lucius Twilight, another man of color,
had obtained a BA from Middlebury College in Vermont in 1823, and in August of this year Edward A. Jones
had obtained a BA from Amherst College.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

1826

1826

First Row: Nathaniel Hawthorne, John S.C. Abbott, George W. Pierce,
Elisha Bacon, Richmond Bradford, Jeremiah Dummer, Cyrus Hamlin Coolidge.
Second Row: Henry W. Longfellow, Patrick Henry Greenleaf, Jonathan Cilley,
Alden Boynton, Frederic Mellen, Samuel Page Benson, Mark Haskell Newman.
Third Row: David Shepley, William Hale, David Haley Foster, Alfred Martin,
Nathaniel Dunn, Seward Wyman, Gorham Deane.
Fourth Row: Horatio Bridge, Thomas Ayer, Edward Joseph Vose, Charles Snell,
Eugene Weld, John Dafforne Kinsman, George Barrell Cheever.
Fifth Row: Joseph Jenkins Eveleth, Joseph Stover Little, Hezekiah Packard,
Alfred Mason, Charles Jeffrey Abbott, Stephen Longfellow, James Ware Bradbury.
Sixth Row: Edward Deering Preble, William Stone, Cullen Sawtelle.
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of conduct & presence from heights & from depths in all
situations. — I have been lead into this train of thinking &
feeling from various causes, & this evening on being informed
that in raising the roof of the new town School house now
building in Mill Street some of the timbers gave way & fell by
which a number was slightly hurt & several badly bruised & the
leg of one man was broken, who is poor & illy able to bear the
necessary privation from his daily labour, by which only he
supports his family. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September 10, Sunday: In Batavia, New York, William Morgan was taken into custody by the police in order
to protect him from a mob of Freemasons who were accusing him of having revealed their Masonic secrets.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 10th of 9 M 1826 / Our morning meeting was rather small
on acct of Rain, but it was a good solid & in good degree a
favourd Meeting. Our frd David Buffum was favourd in public
testimony. - two other friends said a little & I believe the
Meeting closed will - In the Afternoon we were silent & solid—
Spent the evening with my H at Abigail Robinsons in company with
Mary Morton who is not yet well enough to go to Meeting
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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September 12, Tuesday: William Morgan of Batavia, New York, becoming disillusioned with Freemasonry,
had published the secrets of the order in a booklet. He was in the protective custody of the police in
Canandaigua when he was abducted by a gang of his fellow Masons and taken to Fort Niagara near Niagara
Falls, which had recently been abandoned by the US Army and where the caretaker and its only other resident,
a ferryman, were both active Masons. The renegade was locked in an empty powder magazine while they
debated whether they needed to kill him. While this discussion was going on, Morgan disappeared from the
magazine — and would not be again heard from. Anti-Masons suspected that the Masons had indeed
murdered him. According to Jasper Ridley, “They took him out on to the River Niagara in a boat, fastened
metal weights to his feet and threw him into the river, where he drowned.” The Masons countered that the
renegade may well have been bribed to leave the country. (This incident would lead to greatly focused
paranoid fears of a general conspiracy, and to the formation of an Antimasonic Party. One is, however,
instantly reminded of the initiation accident that occurred in March 2004 on Long Island, where the script
called for the person being initiated into the Masons to be shot at with blanks at close range in the lodge
basement, in order to impress him with the seriousness of the event, and the gun contained live rounds and
William James was shot in the face by Albert Eid and killed. Sometimes these strange things happen, and it
doesn’t necessarily mean that anyone contemplated beforehand that anything strange like that would happen.)

September 14, Thursday: At the age of 17 Heman Doane produced a 34-page holograph titled “The life and
writing of Heman Doane” for the Sunday School in Eastham, Massachusetts (this manuscript is now at the
Houghton Library of Harvard University under call number MS Am 1778).
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 14th of 9th / Our Meeting was to me a solid good season
in Silence. — Before meeting I was engaged in an opportunity
with George Hall who has requested to be dismissed from society
having joined the Methodists. — It appeard to me evidently, that
he had quit our society without having informed himself of our
principles & on no good ground, but to avoid the Cross of Christ,
& a choice of walking in his own ways, having been caught in the
fire & carried away in the Whirlwind, without waiting to feel
the instructions that would have been received in the Small
Still Voice
On the whole my opinion is that his request did not originate
in good conscience, but in a perversion of it —before we had the
opportunity my mind was more favourably impressed towards him,
but on hearing his account of himself, I feel that his conduct
is for Judgement, more than paliation
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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September 17, Sunday: Friend Moses Brown wrote to Josiah Forster, describing the Friends School in
Providence, Rhode Island and the Obadiah Brown Fund.

Friend Obadiah M. Brown
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September 18, Monday: When the gas lights along Unter den Linden in Berlin were lit for the first time, they
all burst.
The first postmaster of Lincoln, David S. Jones, turned over his duties as of the close of business on this day
to a new postmaster, Luke Gates, who would remain the postmaster of that town for more than a decade.
September 19, Tuesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day 19th of 9 M / About 1 OC this Afternoon Walter Channing
Was taken in a fit in my Brother Isaac’s Shop - the scene was
Awful, & affected my mind with many serious considerations. —
However Rich or great we are in the world in sickness & in Death
we are poor dependent creatures. — He revived & went to his
lodgings & is better this evening. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September 21, Thursday: Four songs by Franz Schubert were published by Sauer and Leidesdorf, Vienna as
his op.59: Dass sie hier gewesen, Du bist die Ruh and Lachen und Weinen, all to words of Ruckert, and Du
liebst mich nicht, to words of Platen.
In a duel fought 6 miles south of Franklin, Kentucky, Sam Houston badly wounded General William A. White.

Lieutenant John Franklin and George Back in the 26-foot boats Lion and Reliance reached Fort Franklin three
weeks after Richardson and Kendall, who had completed their survey. That winter Back would learn of his
earlier promotion to Commander.
THE FROZEN NORTH
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 21st of 9th M 1826 / Our Frd Abigail Robinson was engaged
in a very favourd testimony to the Truth, & our meeting was a
good one. — no buisness in the Preparative Meeting. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September 24, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 24th of 9 M / Both Meetings nearly Silent, but pretty
good solid opportunities. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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September 26, Tuesday: Friend Israel Morris proposed to Friend Sarah Moore Grimké — who, although she
was in love with him, would not accept the married condition.
Back in 1814 and 1819, Friend Moses Brown had committed himself to donating 43 acres of his farm on
Providence Neck in Rhode Island for use as a Quaker school. In 1819 the school had begun operation. On this
date the details of the transaction were completed. A certified clerk’s copy is to be inspected in Book 54, on
pages 455-456, of the bound copies of historical title transactions kept just under the mansard roof of our
Providence City Hall. (Providence Neck is now referred to as “the hoighty-toighty East Side.”) The land
deeded as of this date was along what is now referred to as Olney Street, but at the time this road was being
referred to as “Neck Road.” (Neck Road ran directly up the hill along what is now Olney Street, turned at the
top of the hill to follow what is now Morris Avenue, then turned again along what is now Sessions Street and
Cole Street and Rochambeau Avenue, and plunged through what is now the entrance to Butler Hospital, to
Swan Point and then to the Pawtucket Line. This was the track that one would follow if one wanted to, say,
for some reason, journey to Boston.) The land deeded as of this date was also along what was then being
referred to as “Ferry lane,” which roughly approximated what is now Hope Street except that it came to an
end into Olney at a point somewhat to the west of the present Hope/Olney intersection. Neither the leaky city
water reservoir nor the Hope High School on the west side of the street had as yet been constructed (nor even
the High School building which had preceded this current High School building, on the east side of the street
where there are now doctors’ offices). The 43 acres of the Moses Brown farm being granted in this deed of
gift actually extended a number of feet to the west of what is now the intersection of Hope Street and Olney
Street, passing underneath where the current Hope High School building now stands. Also, a portion of this
Moses Brown farm being so granted and deeded was actually north of the present course of Olney Street. Also,
to the east, the Moses Brown farm being so granted and deeded then extended all the way down the hill to
what is now the midline of Arlington Avenue. What you see now as the Moses Brown property, therefore, is
truncated, for it had in the beginning extended to include the land of the row of house lots now along the west
side of the campus, the land under the two rows of house lots now along the north side of the campus, and the
land under the two rows of house lots now along the east side of the campus.
The salient portions of this deed of gift of 1826 are to be found in the following phrases:
“for and in consideration of his regard and affection for the principals of truth, as recorded in the
Holy Scriptures, and profefsed by the People called Quakers and Known among themselves by the
name of Friends, and from a desire that the children and rising generations may be educated in a
guarded manner, both as to their moral and religious principals, as profefsed by the said People and
practiced by the faithful among them,” and “their succefsors and afsigns forever in Trust, for the use
intent and purpose for the aforesaid People called Friends or Quakers, of the yearly meeting for
New-England to erect suitable buildings thereon for a School House or Houses for the use, intent
and purpose of instruction and of a guarded, religious, moral and literary education, of the rising
generation of Friends, and such others as they may think best to admit in a Boarding Schoole or
Schools, according to the original minutes of the intentions of Said Yearly Meeting, which said Tract
of Land so conveyed to us as aforesaid was by the provisions of said Deed, to be at the sole disposal
and under the direction of the said Yearly Meeting of Friends, but always in such as manner, as, that
the sole interest property, rents, profits, income, and use of the same should be applied at all times
forever to and for the sole use and purpose of keeping up and maintaining thereon a Boarding
School or Schools for the education of the rising generation as aforesaid, and to and for no other
use or purpose whatever,” and “To have and to hold, the said granted premesis with all the privileges
and appurtenances thereof to the said Incorporated Society of the Yearly Meeting of Friends for
New-England, and their fuccefsors forever, in Trust for the sole uses, intents and purposes, of
erecting suitable Buildings for a School House or Houses for a Boarding School or Schools, and of
keeping up and maintaining a Boarding School or Schools thereof for the Religious, Moral, and
Literary Education of the rising generation of Friends and such others as the present Grantees may
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think best, from time to time to admit into the said School or Schools. And the said granted premeses
and the property, rents, income and profits thereof, are at all times hereafter, to be at the disposal
and under the direction and management of the said Incorporated Society of the Yearly Meeting of
Friends as for New England and their fuccessors forever, to be applied by them for the sole use and
purpose of educating the rising generation in manner as aforesaid, and for no other use or purpose
whatever. And the said Incorporated Society, and their successors forever as aforesaid, are hereby
authorized and empowered, directed and required, at all times forever hereafter, fully effectually and
faithfully to fulfil, perform, and execute all and singular the uses, trusts and purposes, as set forth,
expressed and declared, in the Deed aforesaid of the said Moses Brown, reference thereto being had
as aforesaid, and also, as the same are in this present Deed set forth, expressed and declared
according to the true interest and a meaning thereof.” These are the words, manifestly, of a group of
people, including Friend Moses Brown, who had close familiarity with the ways of the world, “the way the
world works,” and in particular had a close familiarity with the ways in which decent intentions may be
subvertible over the course of time in the pursuit of expediency.69 These are the words, manifestly, of a group
of people who were intent upon preventing, if at all possible, their decent intentions from being, in the distant
future, subverted. Their voices cry out to us now:

To all People to whom these Presents shall come. /
Know ye, Whereas Moses
Brown of Providence by his deed bearing date /
on the twenty sixth day
of the ninth month AD 1826, and recorded in the /
Town Clerks office in
said Town in book No 42 pages 400, 401, /
and 402, for and in consideration of his regard and affection for the /
principals [sic] of truth, as recorded
in the Holy Scriptures, and profefsed by the People /
called Quakers and
Known among themselves by the name of Friends, /
and from a desire
that the children and rising generations may be /
educated in a
guarded manner, both as to their moral and /
religious principals [sic], as
profefsed by the said People and practiced by the /
faithful among
them, gave, granted, conveyed and confirmed, a certain /
lot of land
being the north west part of the farm, whereupon the /
said Moses dwells
containing by estimation about forty three acres, /
be the same more or
lefs and is bounded as follows, beginning at the south /
west corner of the
granted premises, and at the north west corner of land /
late belonging
69. As an instance of this type of subversion, I will cite that after meeting for silent worship one first day at the Providence
meetinghouse, Friend Carl T. Bogus, a person who had attended the Moses Brown School during a time period in which he admits
that there was no Quaker presence whatever in the daily life of the school, declared to me: “I have not read anything that you have
written but I have seen the origination document by Friend Moses Brown. Its requirements have been fully met whenever there is
a school –any school, regardless of the extent to which it is Quaker or not Quaker– on the premises.” (Friend Carl is a professor of
law.)
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to Knight Dexter, at the road formerly called Ferry /
lane, thence
along the dividing line as the wall now stands, /
about thirty eight rods
to a turn in the wall [the following inserted between /
the lines with a ^ mark] /
{then along the same about forty one rods to /
another turn in the wall} thence /
about twenty one rods, to the road at the
north east corner, of land late belonging to said Dexter, /
in said Providence
neck, thence north about sixteen degrees west seventy /
five rods along
the said road as the Wall now stands, to a corner of /
the Stone Wall opposite the Land
belonging to the children of Daniel Brown deceased, /
then turning and running Westward, by the
Stone Wall and ^the Road twenty eight Rods then turning /
at another corner of the Wall, at ^the junction
of an other Road, and turning and running South /
about twelve degrees West about eight and a half
Rods, along the said Road leading from Providence /
through the Neck to Pawtucket, then
running Westerly about thirty seven rods towards said /
Town till it meets Thomas L. Halseys
Wall, then turning and running South about two degrees /
West along said Halseys and said Moses line
as the wall stands about Forty seven Rods, the turning /
West about seventeen degrees South about
twenty Rods, along the dividing line aforesaid, to /
the first mentioned highway, then South about
twenty seven degrees East along the said highway as /
the Wall stands about thirty four Rods to the first
mentioned corner, to his for Obadiah Brown, /
Sylvester Wickes, and Micajah Collins, /
all since deceased,
and also to us William Almy, William Buffum, /
Thomas Howland, David Buffum, Samuel Rodman
and William Rotch junior and their succefsors and /
afsigns forever in Trust, for the use intent and
purpose for the aforesaid People called Friends /
or Quakers, of the yearly Meeting for /
New-England to
erect suitable buildings thereon for a School House /
or Houses for the use, intent and purpose /
of instruct=ion and of a guarded, religious, moral and /
literary education, of the rising generation /
of Friends, and such others
as they may think best to admit in a Boarding /
Schoole [sic] or Schools, /
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according to the original minutes of the intentions
of Said Yearly Meeting, which said Tract of Land /
so conveyed to us ^as aforesaid was /
by the provisions of said Deed, to be at
the sole disposal and under the direction of the /
said Yearly Meeting of Friends, but always /
in such a manner, as, that
the sole interest property, rents, profits, income, /
and use of the same should be applied /
at all times forever to and
for the sole use and purpose of keeping up and /
maintaining thereon a Boarding School /
or Schools for
the education of the rising generation as aforesaid, /
and to and for no other use or purpose whatever, /
as is
fully set forth expressed and declared, in the said /
Deed, of said Moses Brown, reference thereto /
being had.
And whereas the said Yearly Meeting of /
Friends have since the execution of said /
Deed become an
Incorporated Society by the name of the Yearly meeting /
of Friends for New-England by virtue of /
an
Act of the General Assembly of this State passed /
at their October Fefsion One thousand
eight hundred and Twenty three, entitled /
“An Act to authorise [sic] and enable the /
Yearly Meeting of
Friends for New-England to receive, hold, /
manage, appropriate and dispose of property /
for
charitable and benevolent and for other /
purposes” reference to said Act being had. /
And whereas it is
believed by all the parties interested in said tract /
of Land, and in the Trusts expressed and declared /
in
said Deed, the Trusts and purposes aforesaid would /
be better performed, and the intentions of /
said Moses
Brown more fully executed carried into effect /
by a conveyance of said Trust property /
to said Incorpo
rated Society and the same being conformable /
to the provisions of said Deed and having /
been required
by the School committee of the Yearly Meeting of /
Friends for New-England, by their minutes /
bearing date
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the second day of the eleventh month one thousand /
eight hundred and twenty seven, reference /
thereto being
had, it is deemed prudent, expedient and advisable, /
to convey the said Trust property, /
to them and their
Succefsors accordingly. Now Know ye, that We the /
said Moses Brown, William Almy, William
Buffum, Thomas Howland, David Buffum, Samuel Rodman /
and William Rotch Junr in considera
=tion of the premesis and for the further consideration /
of One Dollar to us paid by the said Incorporated
Society of the Yearly Meeting of Friends for /
New-England the receipt whereof /
is hereby acknowledged, and
to the intent and purpose that the Trusts aforesaid /
should be completely executed, do hereby /
give, grant, conv
=ey and confirm to the said Incorporated Society /
of the Yearly Meeting of Friends for /
New England, and
to their Succefsors forever, the ^afore described /
Tract of Land, with all the privileges /
and appurtenances thereto
belonging. ~ To have and to hold, the said granted /
premesis with all the privileges and /
appurtenances thereof
to the said Incorporated Society of the Yearly Meeting /
of Friends for New-England, and their fuccefsors
forever, in Trust for the sole uses, intents /
and purposes, of erecting suitable Buildings /
for a School House
or Houses for a Boarding School or Schools, /
and of keeping up and maintaining a /
Boarding School or
Schools thereof for the Religious, Moral, /
and Literary Education of the rising generation /
of Friends
and such others as the present Grantees may think /
best, from time to time to admit into the /
said School or
Schools. And the said granted premeses and the /
property, rents, income and profits thereof, /
are at all times
hereafter, to be at the disposal and under the /
direction and management of the said /
Incorporated Society
of the Yearly Meeting of Friends as for New England /
and their fuccessors forever, to be applied /
by them
for the sole use and purpose of educating /
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the rising generation in manner as aforesaid, /
and for no
other use or purpose whatever. And the said /
Incorporated Society, and their successors /
forever as afore
=said, are hereby authorized and empowered, /
directed and required, at all times /
forever hereafter, fully effect
=ually and faithfully to fulfil, perform, /
and execute all and singular the uses, /
trusts and purposes, as set
forth, expressed and declared, in the Deed /
aforesaid of the said Moses Brown, /
reference thereto being had
as aforesaid, and also, as the same are /
in this present Deed set forth, /
expressed and declared according to
the true interest and a meaning thereof.
In Witnefs whereof we /
have hereunto set our hands and Seals this
Ninth day of the Eleventh month AD One thousand /
eight hundred and twenty seven,
Signed Sealed and delivered in
Mofes Brown
{LS}
presence of
William Almy
{LS}
Nathan W Jackson
Thomas Howland
{LS}
Steph Hopkins.
Wm Buffum
{LS}
Walter Allen Saml /
Mann witnefses to Wm Buffums /
signature
David Buffum
{LS}
Benj Cornell Stephen Goule witnefses /
to David Buffums signature William Rotch Jr {LS}
T Whitehead Joseph Rotch witnefs to /
William Rotchs ^jr signature Samuel Rodman
{LS}
and also to Samuel Rodman /
signature
{LS}
Providence Ye Town of Providence /
November 9th 1827
Personally appeared Mofes Brown and acknowledged /
the foregoing instrument to his free act /
and deed hand
and Seal
Before me Nathan W Jackson
Town Clerk
Providence Ye town of Providence November 12 1827
Personally appeared William Almy and Thomas Howland /
and severally acknowledged the foregoing
instrument to be their free Act and Deed hand and Seal
Before me
Nathan W Jackson
Town Clerk
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September 28, Thursday: Russia declared war on Persia due to Persian involvement in Transcaucasia.
Ludwig van Beethoven, his brother Johann, and their nephew Karl traveled to Johann’s country property at
Gneixendorf near Krems. The composer was ill.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 28th of 9 M / Our first Meeting was a solid good time
H Dennis was engaged in testimony as was also Father Rodman. —
& tho’ it thus appeard - I may confess on my part, much leanness
of spirit was my portion. — In the last Meeting we had but little
buisness, & it seemed to me, that little was pretty well
conducted. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
September 29, Friday: At the age of 17 Heman Doane produced a 91-page holograph entitled “A sketch of the
life and singular sickness of Heman Doane,” for the Sunday School in Eastham, Massachusetts (the
manuscript is now at the Houghton Library of Harvard University under call number MS Am 1778).
September 30, Saturday: Manuel Garcia’s opera company returned to London from a year’s engagement in
New-York.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 30th of 9 M / This morning Hannah & Ruth went in the
Packet to Providence to visit John at the School, & to attend
the Sub-School committee on 3rd day next, they have apparantly
had a very favourable passage, & I hope will have a good
comfortable time. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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FALL
Fall: The disappointed slave “Isabella” (later to be known as “Sojourner Truth”) took up her infant “Sophia”
and “walked away from” John Dumont of New Paltz NY, leaving her “Diana,” age about 8, her “Peter,” age
about 6, and her “Elizabeth,” age about 4 (her “James” being presumably already deceased), with her slave
husband, “Tom.” She would explain later that, in her fuddled slave brain, she had known that “running away”
was a wrong thing, but “walking away” had never seemed quite so total. A hypothesis is that she was
considering that she would be unable to care for more than one of the children, and another hypothesis is that
she was considering that punishment would be much more severe were she to attempt to deprive the white
man of all those financial assets at one stroke, rather than merely of one infant incapable at present of doing
work.
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Fall: Oliver Wendell Holmes matriculated at Harvard College.
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Fall: In the fall, 9-year-old David Henry Thoreau returned for a 3d year of instruction at Concord’s Town
School. The master there, Edward Jarvis, was appealing to the self-respect of the students and to their love of
propriety rather than seeking to make them fearfully obedient. Jarvis, with Lemuel Shattuck, and with the
Reverend Hersey B. Goodwin, was attempting to put into practice locally the new educational principles of
which they had been reading.

The schoolmaster for the young Concord scholars at the Concord Academy, for this school year of 1826/1827,
was a recent Harvard graduate, Mr. Richard Hildreth — whose HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
a 38-year-old Harvard graduate Henry David Thoreau would be perusing as of the Year of Our Lord 1855!

HILDRETH’S US, I
HILDRETH’S US, II
HILDRETH’S US, III
(It seems not to be generally understood, that Richard Hildreth had been one of the predecessor teachers at the
Concord Academy, many years before Henry David Thoreau himself became a teacher there! — Well
understanding that Henry would not enter the Academy until 1828 after Mr. Hildreth had departed, well
understanding that it was instead Mr. Phineas Allen who would be Henry’s preceptor while boarding at the
Thoreau boardinghouse, one may well wonder precisely where this previous preceptor had likewise taken up
lodgings there in Concord during his own season of teaching. We can imagine that since he was a Hildreth, he
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would have taken his lodging with Jonathan Hildreth and Benjamin Warren Hildreth in Concord, but we
presently have no datapoint with which to corroborate that inference. Might there be a possibility, therefore –
as yet unrecorded– that he had like his successor Allen up lodgings in the Thoreau boardinghouse and had like
his successor Allen at the dinnertable encountered young scholar David Henry Thoreau?)
During this year, not nearly so far along as little David Henry, John Shepard Keyes was attending the private
infant school of Miss Phœbe Wheeler, kept in the southwest chamber of the old Peter Wheeler house on the
Walden Road. He then also attended a school kept by a Miss Rice, at Deacon Jarvis’s bakehouse. He then also
would attend for one winter term at town school in the brick schoolhouse, where his teacher would be John
Brown (please note that this happens not to have been any of the famous John Browns).
Fall: According to Dr. Edward Jarvis’s TRADITIONS AND REMINISCENCES OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS
1779-1878 (as edited by Sarah Chapin and published in 1993 by the U of Massachusetts P):
When I was in college in the years 1824-1826, and when I taught
the town school in Concord, 1826-1827, and while I was a medical
student with Dr. Josiah Bartlett, and also when I was a practicing
physician in Concord in 1832-1836, I devoted some of my time to
the study of the botany of the town. I went into all parts of the
town –the fields, the meadows and the forests– and gathered such
of the plants as I could find. I kept these with others gathered
in other places into a herbarium which I preserved with great care
until about the year 1846, when I gave it to the State at the
request of the Board of Agriculture, who wished to have a complete
collection of the plants of Massachusetts in the cabinet at the
state house.
According to this source, also, the schoolboys in Jarvis’s class in Concord regarded May Training Day,
the first Tuesday in May, as a day to be “gladly remembered and joyfully anticipated,” a sort of holiday. “The
schools were dismissed by law of the town, and all men of due age 18 to 45 were compelled to appear in one
or the other companies unless exempted by law of the state. No boy failed to remember the fall trainings (three
in anticipation of winter), and there number were faithfully regarded. In order to have these parades as
satisfactory as possible, it was the custom for both companies to meet, drill, [and] march for several evenings
previous, to develop [and] train the new recruits and perfect the discipline of all. They had music — drum and
fife, and one or more of each, and the bass drum after it was introduced. This was considered an important
accession to the martial music, and a wonder to the boys. I well remember the time when I first heard one. It
was one May evening when Capt. Sanderson led the artillery. It was my early bed time. My brother Charles
had gone to the chamber before me. As I followed, passing near the front door, I heard drums, and besides,
the heavy booming sound, strange and beautiful to me. I could not resist going to the door to see if possible
what the instrument was that made it. The music was at Capt. Sanderson’s shop 20 rods distant. Barefooted
and bareheaded I ran to it, and there I saw the bass drum. I stood close to it and heard its full sound. I wished
that Charles could be there to see and hear it. But I was told that it would appear when the company should
come out and [so] was satisfied with my discovery and hastened home and to bed. All of the companies had
from that time or about that time bass drums. Edward Harrington was an old drummer before my day. He had
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four sons, all drummers. Edward moved elsewhere and drummed. Jacob, a blacksmith, and Phineas, a stage
driver, drummed for the artillery from my earliest consciousness for perhaps 20 years. Jonas, a blacksmith,
did the same for many years in the infantry.”
On the following screen are somewhat derogatory materials70 about our Dr. Edward Jarvis from E. Anthony
Rotundo’s AMERICAN MANHOOD: TRANSFORMATIONS IN MASCULINITY FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE
MODERN ERA (NY: Basic Books, 1993, pages 76, 111, and 181):
[GO TO MATERIALS ABOUT DR. JARVIS]

70. It would appear to me that Rotundo was not aware that he was speaking of a man who all his life had to figure out ways to do
his work and live his life in spite of a congenital speech impediment, that at least one of Dr. Edward Jarvis’s problems as a doctor
was that people did not exactly like to be treated by a doctor with a personal physical problem — “Physician, Heal Thyself.”
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The intimate, romantic bonds of male youth were intense offshoots of less
remarkable friendship patterns. To start with, young men in their late
teens and twenties filled their letters and diaries with the mention of
a great many casual associates. These fellows —colleagues at work,
occupants of the same boardinghouse, classmates at a college or academy—
passed through young men’s lives in a procession marked by good
fellowship and little attachment. Such casual friendships flourished in
young men’s societies where group activities and a feeling of camaraderie
drew together individuals who had no deep affinity. There were a few
males studied here who found their friendships only in casual
companionship. Edward Jarvis, a man who formed no close male bonds in
his youth, eventually found his medical career blocked by the same rigid
and harshly judgmental qualities that had prevent him from making
friends.... [However, this was an unusual case, an exception which probes
the general rule.] Most young men enjoyed at least one strong friendship.
These warm attachments were built on affinities of many kinds —similar
dispositions, common tastes, shared interests, a knack for mutual
understanding. Close friendship began with good companionship but it
went on into deeper realms of feeling and sharing.... When aspiring
doctor Edward Jarvis realized that he had never told his fiancée about
the diary he kept, he wrote: “I am very sorry I did not tell her before.
I have disclosed all my secrets (except this) to her and she has
reciprocated the confidence. I will not be reserved on any other thing
to her.... If the betrothal was a time to deepen intimacy, then the
opportunities to do so were extensive: nineteenth-century engagements
lasted must longer than their twentieth-century counterparts. Two-year
engagements were common; a Concord, Massachusetts, couple endured nearly
eight years from the time they were pledged to marry until the day of
the wedding. Why did engagements last so long? The primary reason was
the requirement that a man should be able to support a household before
he married. This obligation linked a young man’s urgent desire for wedded
life to the unpredictable progress of his career. The unfortunate couple
from Concord began their eight-year engagement just after the
prospective husband, Edward Jarvis, graduated from Harvard College in
1826. At the time, Edward had not even chosen a career. Once he decided
to pursue medicine, he had to complete his professional education and
endure a major failure as a small-town doctor before he was ready to
support his beloved Almira Hunt.... When individual men tried to
understand their own failures, they often sought comfort in the thought
that uncontrollable fortune had led to their downfall. Daniel Webster’s
son Fletcher blamed the demise of his land management project in Illinois
on the economic collapse of the late 1830s. Young Massachusetts doctor
Edward Jarvis explained the failure of his medical practice in
Northfield, Massachusetts, by the treachery of his rivals, accounting
their “falsehood and defamation of [his] character” as the reason for
his disappointment. Certainly, it was the common custom of the time for
politicians to blame their defeats on the dishonesty, fraud, and “corrupt
bargains” of their opponents. By claiming that factors beyond their
control led to their ill fortune, some men tried to justify the disgrace
of failure.

OCTOBER
October: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
We have now returned here [London] and are seriously at work,
and plenty of it.71
71. James Gallatin went to America in 1826 and returned to London in March 1827.
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October: Samuel Griswold Goodrich relocated his family to Boston “with the intention of publishing original
works.”
Benjamin Dix and the Reverend Ezekiel L. Bascom spoke at the Concord annual agricultural exhibition
(exhibitors received prizes totaling $491).
October: Having visited Haiti, Santo Domingo, and possibly the Niagara Falls and parts of Canada, Giacomo
Costantino Beltrami made a return trip across the Atlantic to London.
October: According to a comet list published in Boston in 1846, attributed to Professor Benjamin Peirce:

SKY EVENT
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October: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Boa Viagem, master unknown, on its one and only known
Middle Passage, starting with a cargo of 299 enslaved Africans out of Angola but delivering only 279 living
bodies at Campos, Brazil as 20 had died in transit.

Meanwhile another negrero under the same flag, the Conde dos Arcos, master unknown, on its one and
only known Middle Passage, out of Ambriz with a cargo of 419 enslaved Africans, was arriving at Rio
De Janeiro.
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October: Various leading English scholars, such as Thomas Moore, William Cobbett, and Theodore Hook,
had been discussing the story of an Englishman, one Roger Dodsworth, who had apparently been frozen in a
Mount Saint Gothard glacier since an avalanche in 1654, and had on July 4th been recovered and reanimated
“by the usual remedies” by a Dr. Hotham of Northumberland, as it had appeared in the Journal du Commerce
de Lyon in French on June 28th. Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley at this point created her THE
REANIMATED MAN, based on the stimulating newspaper fiction.72

October 2, Monday: Hector Berlioz enrolled in the course in counterpoint and fugue of Anton Reicha at the
Paris Conservatoire.
October 5, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 2 [?] of 10 M / Our meeting was a good one, tho small.
Our frd D Buffum was engaged in a very lively & pertinent
testimony which I thought added to the weight of the Meeting,
he was followed by Father Rodman in a short good testimony
Last night Died our old neighbour Samuel Vinson, when we first
went to house keeping we lived in the next house to him, when
we contracted an intimacy which has continued ever since, he was
a pleasant interesting companion, & I have no doubt was a
religious man
he was about 85 Years of age —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 6, Friday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day 6th of 10th M 1826 / We heard this Morning of the Death
of Wm B Rotch son of Benjamin Rotch who died yesterday at his
Grandfather Wm Rotches in New Bedford, it was an affecting
occurrence to my mind, he was in Newport on the 20th of last
Month & seemed as well as any of us & kindly assisted in helping
to relieve Walter Channing who was on that day taken in a Fit
at my Brother Isaac’s
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
72. Mrs. Shelley’s story would not see publication until 1863.
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October 7, Saturday: Under Russian pressure, the Ottoman Empire, in the Convention of Akkerman, agreed
to autonomy for Serbia, Moldavia, and Wallachia. Russian ships were granted rights to navigate Turkish
waters, including the Dardanelles.
Lowell Mason spoke at the Hanover Street Church in Boston, outlining his goals for the singing and teaching
of church music.
Opening of the metal-covered wooden tracks from the quarry at Quincy, Massachusetts down to the Neponset
River. Rock would be pulled along this lowered-friction downslope rail road in wagons by horses, for the
monument being erected on Bunker Hill.
October 8, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 8th of 10 M / Silent Meeting in the Morning — In the
Afternoon some words were spoken. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 9, Monday: Gioachino Rossini’s tragedie-lyrique Le siege de Corinthe, to words of Balocchi and
Soumet after della Valle, was performed for the initial time, in the Paris Opera. As to the response, Leon
Escudier would write, “The hall ... leaped to its feet as one man at the final notes of the chorus and gave vent
to a long shout of admiration.” This was the 1st Rossini work to be premiered at the Paris Opera.
October 10, Tuesday: Waldo Emerson was approbated by the Middlesex Association of Unitarian Ministers:
“I do not now find in me any objections to this step.”
October 12, Thursday: The Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde granted 100 florins to Franz Schubert (he had sent
them a manuscript to a symphony which they had managed to lose).
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5thd day 12th of 10th M / Our first Meeting was silent & solid,
the last was our Select Meeting —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 14, Saturday: The French Royal Palace announced that Gioachino Rossini had been created a
chevalier of the Legion of Honor. Rossini, however, declined, saying that some worthy Frenchmen (i.e.
Herold) have not yet received it.
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October 15, Sunday: The Reverend Waldo Emerson preached his first sermon, “Pray without ceasing,” at his
step-uncle the Reverend Samuel Ripley’s church in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 15th of 10 M / Father Rodman had a good testimony in the
Morning Meeting — Silent in the Afternoon — Took tea & set the
eveng at D Buffums with my H & Sister Ruth —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 16, Monday: They began laying the first gaspipe under the streets of Boston.
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October 17, Tuesday: Gioachino Rossini was named Premier Compositeur du Roi and Inspecteur General du
Chant en France by King Charles X.
Celebration of the opening of the Delaware River and Chesapeake Bay Canal.
Thomas Carlyle and Jane Baillie Welsh, the popular daughter of a doctor, were wed.73
After his marriage he “resided partly at Comely Bank, Edinburgh; and
for a year or two at Craigenputtock, a wild and solitary farmhouse in
the upper part of Dumfriesshire,” at which last place, amid barren
heather hills, he was visited by our countryman, Emerson. With Emerson
he still corresponds. He was early intimate with Edward Irving, and
continued to be his friend until the latter’s death. Concerning this
“freest, brotherliest, bravest human soul,” and Carlyle’s relation to
him, those whom it concerns will do well to consult a notice of his
death in Fraser’s Magazine for 1835, reprinted in the Miscellanies. He
also corresponded with Goethe. Latterly, we hear, the poet Sterling was
his only intimate acquaintance in England.
JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE
WALDO EMERSON

73. Eventually someone would commit a particularly vicious and telling piece of humor, by commenting that it had been good of
God to marry Thomas and Jane Carlyle together, “and so make only two people miserable instead of four.”
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October 18, Wednesday: Professor John Hough of Middlebury College opinioned, in a sermon before the
Vermont Colonization Society at Montpelier, Vermont, that:
The state of the free colored population of the United States,
is one of extreme and remediless degradation, of gross
irreligion, of revolting profligacy, and, of course, deplorable
wretchedness.... They are found in vast numbers in the haunts
of riot and dissipation and intemperance where they squander in
sin the scanty earnings of their toil, contract habits of
grosser iniquity and are prepared for acts of daring outrage and
of enormous guilt.
(Please pardon me for pointing out here, that the conclusion that the audience would be driven of necessity to
derive from this professor’s description of the situation, would be that the kindest thing to be done with these
unfortunate people from whom labor had been extracted for generations without compensation would be that
now, when we don’t need their free labor anymore, to ship them off back to Africa and forget about them, it
being clear that, failing some kind solution in that genre, it would eventually be necessary for us to rise up in
our righteous wrath and put them out of their misery once and for all by a resolute act of genocide. If you don’t
get that by reading the passage above, please go back and read the passage again, more slowly, and savor the
final part about how we need to get them before they get us.)
The last lottery was held in England.

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
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Thomas Carlyle arose from his wedding bed and with great vehemence tore up a flowerbed in the yard. One
suspicion is that he had discovered himself to be hopelessly impotent. Another suspicion is that his eroticism
had become anally fixated. Another suspicion is that he was exclusively homosexual (there is doubt that he
ever became able to consummate his union with Jane Welsh, Mrs. Carlyle).74

THOMAS CARLYLE
Albert Gallatin wrote to John Quincy Adams:
DEAR SIR,
LONDON, October 18, 1826
I had intended next spring, before my return to America, to have
an excursion to Paris once more to see some of my friends. Mr.
Canning’s absence and the dispersion of the other members of the
Cabinet having left me literally without anything to do here, I
embraced what was the most favourable opportunity of making that
journey, from which I have just returned. My letter of yesterday
to the Secretary of State contains the substance of the
information I was able to collect there; and I will now add some
particulars which, as they involve the names of individuals, I
did not wish to remain on record in the Department of State.
In the course of a long conversation with Pozzo di Borgo the
state of our relations with Great Britain was alluded to. I told
him that the Emperor’s decision in the case of slaves carried
away and the convention relative thereto had not been carried
into effect by Great Britain in conformity with what we
considered their real intention and meaning; that the British
Government had offered to compromise the matter by payment of a
sum of money which fell short of our expectations; but that we
were nevertheless inclined to accept it, principally on account
of the reluctance we felt to trouble the Emperor by an appeal,
asking from him further explanation of his decision. Pozzo
74. According to the early biographer James Anthony Froude, Carlyle had intended that there be no biography written of him
because “there was a secret connected with him unknown to his closest friends, that no one knew and no-one would know it, and
that without a knowledge of it no true biography of him was possible.” Jane Carlyle had related the secret to Geraldine Jewsbury,
but Victorian reticence was such that when it came time to pass this on to Froude, all Jewsbury was able to communicate was “she
had something to tell me which I ought to know. I must have learnt that the state of things had been most unsatisfactory; the
explanation of the whole of it was that ‘Carlyle was one of those persons who ought never to have married.’” It was clear to Froude
on the basis of this communication only that the secret was not that Mrs. Carlyle had been incapable of becoming pregnant, but that
the secret had to do rather with an “injury which she believed herself to have received. She had often resolved to leave Carlyle. He,
of course, always admitted that she was at liberty to go if she pleased.” Froude inferred that Carlyle had been impotent, and that this
was the reason why, on the morning after his wedding night, he “tore to pieces the flower garden at Comely Bank in a fit of
ungovernable fury.” Frank Harris, not your paragon of truthfulness, would later allege that in a casual conversation Carlyle had
indicated that the marriage had not been consummated: “The body part, he pleaded, seemed so little to him.” On the basis of little
other than Freudian theology, Dr. James Halliday had been able to propose that the author of a set of writings such as Carlyle’s could
only had been anally fixated, inclined toward homosexually, and sado-masochistic.
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immediately expressed his wish that we might compromise or
otherwise adjust the matter without making such an appeal,
which, particularly at this time, would be, as he thought,
extremely inconvenient to the Emperor; and speaking of the Maine
Boundary question, with which and its possible consequences he
appeared well acquainted, he appeared also desirous, though he
did not express himself as positively as on that of slaves, that
Russia should not be selected as the umpire. I only observed
that if there was any inconvenience in being obliged to make
decisions
which
might
not
please
both
parties,
that
inconvenience was less to Russia than to any other Power, and
that a compensation for it was found in the additional degree
of consideration accruing to the Monarch in whom such confidence
was placed. All this, however, corroborates what I have stated
in my official letter respecting an approximation between Russia
and Great Britain, and the disposition of the Emperor to
interfere less than his predecessor in affairs in which he has
no immediate interest.
The most remarkable change discoverable to France is the
extinction of Bonapartism, both as relates to dynasty and to the
wish of a military Government. This, I am happy to say, appears
to have had a favourable effect on our friend Lafayette, who was
very ungovernable in all that related to petty plots during my
residence at Paris as Minister, and to whom I had again spoken
on the same subject in the most forcible manner whilst he was
in America. His opinions and feelings are not changed; but he
appears to be thoroughly satisfied of the hopelessness of any
attempt to produce a change at present; and he confines his hopes
to a vague expectation that, after the death of the present King
and of the Dauphin, the Duc d’Orleans will dispute the
legitimacy of the Duke of Bordeaux and become a constitutional
King. This is such a doubtful and distant contingency as is not
likely to involve Lafayette in any difficulties. Mr. de Villele
complained to me of those expressions in the President’s message
which declared Hayti to have placed herself in a state of
vassalage
to
France,
as
calculated
to
increase
the
dissatisfaction amongst the people of the island at the late
arrangement. He said that he was aware of the objections of a
very different nature which we had to a recognition of the
independence of Hayti, but did not see the necessity of alleging
the reason alluded to. As I did not wish and did not think it
at all proper to enter into any discussion of the subject, I
answered, as if in jest, “Qu’un tribut, impose a une colonie
cornme le prix de son independance, etait contraire aux grands
principes.” I forgot to mention the circumstance to Mr. Brown,
and do not know whether the thing had already been complained
of to him. If so, its being repeated to me-and they were almost
the first words Mr. de Villele addressed to me-shows that it
must have made a deep impression on the French Government. This
reminds me that I received here a communication from a
respectable quarter stating that, a few days before the
publication of the order in council of July last, one of the
King’s Ministers had complained to a confidential friend of the
general tone of the American (United States) diplomacy towards
England, still more so as respected manner than matter, and
added that it was time to show that this was felt and resented.
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As to manner, the reproach cannot certainly attach either to Mr.
Rush’s or Mr. King’s correspondence; and I know, from a
conversation with Mr. Addington, that in that respect Mr. Clay’s
has
been
quite
acceptable.
On
looking
at
your
own
communications, I am satisfied that those to the British
Ministers can have given no offence whatever, and that what they
allude to and which has offended them is your instructions to
Mr. Rush, printed by order of the Senate, and which have been
transmitted both to Mr. Canning and to Mr. Huskisson; a
circumstance, by the by, not very favourable to negotiations
still pending. That they have no right to complain of what you
wrote to our own Minister is obvious; still, I think the fact
to be so.
I forgot to mention in my letter of yesterday to the Secretary
of State that there is some alarm amongst the legitimates about
a plan of Metternich to change the line of succession in Austria,
or a plea of the presumed incapacity of the heir presumptive;
and that the King of the Netherlands has at last, by his unabated
and exclusive attention to business and by his perfect probity
and sincerity, so far conquered the prejudices of the Belgians
as to have become highly respected and almost popular amongst
them.
I have the honour, &c.,
ALBERT GALLATIN
October 19, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 17th [?] of 10th M / My H & Sister Ruth spent the eveng
at Henry & Molly Goulds dividing it between them. I went the
latter part of it — Cousin Hannah Gardiner who came over from
Narragansett a week or two ago & went out to Uncle Stantons on
a visit, returned Yesterday & goes home this Afternoon
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 22, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 22 of 10 M / The day Stormy & meetings small & Silent In the Afternoon, but one Select member present, & him the least
& last of the flock. —5th day 26 of 10 M / The day was tolerably
pleasant & I not at Moy [Monthly] Meeting, having been quite
unwell for several Days with a cold & pain in my shoulder &
breast. — Yet being better today, I might have gone & hardly
feel easy that I did not - but the fear of getting sick, so as
to prevent my going to Providence, which I have a prospect on
7th day next, turned the seale against going I am told they had a good Meeting & that a friend from Easton
NYork state was there in the Ministry by the name of Jedida
Gifford, who expects to return home from thence
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

October 28, Saturday: In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 28th of 10th M 1826 / This Morning took the Steam Boat
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Babcock, & with David Gould set out for Providence & arrived
there about 1 OC. I took David right to the School House where
his father has placed him for a quarter or more as the case may
be - found John well & very glad to see me. — I spent the
Afternoon & evening very pleasantly at the School House & Lodged
—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

October 29, Sunday: In Cranston, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day Attended Meeting at the School House & felt rejoiced
& thankful to observe the order prevailing throughout the
Insititution, & my heart often was humbled with gratitude that
my son had been favourd with so favourable opportunitiy of
obtaining school learning & of improving his mind in solid,
sound principles of religion, & I am also thankful in believing
that he has in very good measure, improved the time, & trust it
will be a lasting advantage to him. — After Meeting in the
Afternoon WmAlmy took me out to his house in Cranston where
I lodged. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 30, Monday: In Cranston, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day Being Greenwich Monthly Meeting, held at Cranston
Meeting house, I went thither with Wm Almy where I met several
of my friends & acquaintances who were glad to see me & I them.
—it was a good comfortable Meeting & Wm Almy well engaged in
testimony — & was the first Monthly Meeting I ever attended
excepting Rhode Island - we returned to Wm Almys House dined &
Lodged
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
October 31, Tuesday: Muzio Clementi’s complete Gradus ad Parnassum appeared for the initial time,
simultaneously in Paris, Leipzig and London.
Barnard Capen was born in South Boston.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
3rd day Went to Providence & attended the Sub-School committee,
& then rode to Swansey to attend the Quarterly Meeting. - We put
up at Nathan Chases & was kindly entertained. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

NOVEMBER
November: The Reverend Joshua Barrett got married with Sarah Newhall of Lynn.
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November: The REVUE ENCYCLOPÉDIQUE announced as “Réclamation. — Découverte d’un ancien manuscrit
mexicain” that Giacomo Costantino Beltrami had obtained a copy of a Mexican manuscript printed upon
agave leaves.
November: During this month of the next, Isabella’s (Sojourner Truth’s) manual labors as a slave came to an
end and her all too similar manual labors as a free woman began, when the disappointed slave took up her
infant Sophia and “walked away from” John Dumont of New Paltz NY, leaving her Diana, age about 8, her
Peter, age about 6, and her Elizabeth, age about 2, to the care of her slave husband, Tom. She would explain
later that, in her fuddled slave brain, she had known that “running” away was a wrong thing, but “walking”
away had never seemed quite so total. One hypothesis would be that in her reduced circumstances, she was
considering that she would be unable to care for more than the infant she took with her, and another hypothesis
would be that she was considering that punishment would be much more severe were she to attempt to deprive
the white man of all those financial assets at one stroke, rather than merely the physical presence of one infant
incapable for the time being of doing work. The legal fact would be that her children Diana and Peter, having
reached working age, were indentured servants currently obligated to perform valuable services.
Eventually, Mau Mau Isabella would be able to reunite with her daughter Elizabeth Gedney in their own home
at 31 Park Street in Florence, a district of Northampton. But that would be in 1846
after much water
had gone over the dam.
November 1, Wednesday: The Reverend Alexander Young got married with Caroline James, daughter of
Eleaar James and Rossfair Brooks James of Barre, Massachusett. The couple would produce 12 children of
whom 8, and the widow, would survive the father.75
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
4th day 1st 11th M 1826 / Attended the Select 27 Meeting - Dined
at Daniel Braytons, & returned to Nathan Chases to tea & lodged.—
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 2, Thursday: In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day Attended a Meeting of the Trustees of O Browns Benevolent
fund. - Then the public Meeting which was large & in good measure
favourd, tho’ the spring of the Ministry was not very great, yet
what there was, was good — Anne Jenkins & Thos Anthony & a woman
fr in Supplication, that I did not know was all the offerings
made. — In the Meeting for buisness — Eathan Foster from So
Kingston Moy [Monthly] Meeting & Phebe Congdon from Greenwich
who approved as Elders. - which was the chief of the buisness,
excepting the Queries, that came before us. — Dined at Nathan
Chases & found my wife & David Rodman had that morng left home
& was at Meeting & going to return home immediately, but it was
not according to my calculation to return with them. - so I
returned to Providence & lodged at our Ancient friend Moses
Browns. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

75. Two of the sons would graduate from Harvard College and the firstborn, the Reverend Edward James Young, would in 1862
become pastor of the Channing Congregational Church of Newton, Massachusetts.
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November 3, Friday: Johann Nepomuk Hummel was created a chevalier of the Legion of Honor by King
Charles X.
In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th Attended the General committee. - we spent most of the time
in the different Schools, & were again thankful to observe many
solid countenances among the schollars particularly the larger
ones & that good advances were made in learning - Returned to
Moses Browns & took John down there with me & lodged. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 4, Saturday: Emmanuel-Henri-Dieudonné Domenech was born at Rochetaillé near Lyons, France
to Gabriel Domenech, a bottle-top manufacturer, and Jeanne Fournier Domenech. (The Wikipedia entry
indicates that he was born on November 6, 1825, and a printed reference work indicates that he was born on
November 4, 1825.)
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day Came home in the Steam Boat & found all well. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 5, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 5th of 11th M 1826 / Father Rodman engaged in short
testimony in Both Meetings - they not very lively times to me,
but I trust there were some who did not Meet in vain —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

November 9, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 9th of 11th M / Father Rodman bore a short testimony, &
to me the Meeting was a little more lively than last first day. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

November 12, Sunday: Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld and Saxe-Gotha joined in personal union. The new Duchy
would be called Saxe-Coburg and Gotha and would be under Duke Ernst I. The Duchy of Saxe-Altenberg was
restored to sovereignty by Saxe-Gotha, under Duke Friedrich.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 12th of 11th M / David Buffum & Father Rodman engaged
in testimony in the Morng & Silent in the Afternoon, - My poor
mind was in a most destitute state. — I live by faith in the
power I have felt in former days - & earnestly desire, a renewal
of life - which has been measurably vouchsafed, in a solid
reading of the Scriptures this morng. - but Oh the poverty of
my spirit —
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Spent the eveng & took tea with My H at D Buffums
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 14, Tuesday: Aaron Anthony, probably Frederick Douglass’s father, died without a will.
His property, including little Freddy and his 28 slaves, would be divided equally among his heirs.
Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
Yesterday the Convention of 1818 was renewed and signed; a
meeting again to-morrow. Mr. King left yesterday. Mr. Lawrence
is expected to-day.
November 15, Wednesday: Friend Elias Hicks preached to the Friends at Darby, Pennsylvania:
Here we see a beautiful path open to every man and
woman; and so plain that the wayfaring man, though a
fool, cannot err therein, when we come to the right
thing, the light which maketh manifest; for we can get
no right knowledge but through this light. As we have
need of the light of the outward sun in temporal
things, so we must come to know the inward sun, the
inward light, to be that from which we much derive all
knowledge of spiritual things, and all that relates to
the soul and its nourishment — that which sustains and
continues it alive in God, and which is the source of
its happiness and joy.... And the spirit by which he
was actuated is that light and life which is the savior
of the soul: and it was the same light and life which
is the light and life of god; for he derived it from
God his heavenly Father. And we derive a portion of the
same, which is able to save the soul if properly
obeyed. ...there is nothing else by which the soul can
ever be saved, but by an obedience to the manifestation
of the will of God by his own spirit in the soul: it
is the only thing needful. It is that which gives us a
knowledge of God and his will, and enables us to
perform it.... Then what infatuation to say, that
I undervalue the scriptures! No, my friends, I do not
undervalue the scriptures of truth, but I feel it a
duty to set them in the right place, and I dare not set
them above it. For if I do this, I shall offend my
Creator — I shall offend against that light which is
my faith and my governing principle, and in which
I feel peace with God, and with the children of men
everywhere.
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November 16, Thursday: The great Quaker Schism had been initiated earlier in this month. Thus when Friend
Elias Hicks presented a sermon at Chester, Pennsylvania, certain other Quakers were primed to discover it
patently offensive:
Now my whole drift is, to gather the minds of the
people to the light within, which is the same as the
grace of God, the manifestation of the Spirit that
reproves for evil. It was this that Jesus recommended
to his disciples, it was this light which George Fox
preached — it is an emanation from God in the soul of
man, by his power and Spirit; and he is every where,
for in him we live, move, and have our being [ACTS
17:28]... how reasonable and plain a case it is.
Because as God has all power and comprehends all
knowledge; so he is in our souls and ready to open all
knowledge that will do us good; for he has all
knowledge of good and evil. Man never brought into the
world any knowledge; and he has no power to decide
correctly. It is only through the efficiency of the
divine light and life or grace of God, that he can
decide. And this is given to every one to profit with.
Now it is called Light, especially by us of this
Society, who profess to be Christians. This is the
foundation which George Fox came out upon — he directed
them to “mind the light.”
GEORGE FOX
At the conclusion of Friend Elias’s sermon, first Friend Jonathan Evans, and following him Friend Isaac
Lloyd, elders of the Pine Street Meeting in Philadelphia, rose in opposition and expressed evangelical
sentiments about the atonement, mediation, and intercession of our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
accusing the traveling minister of supposing that this King of kings and Lord of lords before whose judgment
seat every soul shall be arraigned was a mere man who had perhaps come for Jews only:
We do not conceive him to be a mere man; and we
therefore desire, that people may not suppose that we
hold any such doctrines — or that we have any unity
with them.
JESUS
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 16th of 11 M / Our Meeting was silent & a season of
leanness to mee, as many have been of late. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 17, Friday: Louise Reichardt died in Hamburg at 47 years of age.
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November 18, Saturday: A comet had appeared in this year, on its way toward the sun and already with a very
long tail. For a period, it had exhibited two tails. On this date it whipped around the sun at a distance of 0.03
astronomical units, passing at this close approach directly between the sun and the earth.

SKY EVENT

November 19, Sunday: Fanny and Felix Mendelssohn played a four-hand piano version of Felix’s
A Midsummer Night’s Dream overture for Ignaz Moscheles.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 19 of 11 M / Last eveng we had the company of Benjamin
Wing a young Man of Falmouth just from the Boarding School, on
his way home, detained in the harbour by a Strong wind he seemed
to be an interesting Youth & we were glad to entertain him with
lodging - This Morning he sailed for home. In our morning Meeting Father Rodman was engaged in a lively
testimony & David Buffum in a very solid lively & good
communication which I have no doubt reached the hearts of some
present.
We were silent in the Afternoon. - & my leanness was great -Were
it not for seasons of some refreshment or extendings of divine
good out of meetings, & know not but I should almost sink under
my poverty Help Oh Father, help. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 23, Thursday: Franz Schubert’s song Der Einsame D.800 to words of Lappe was performed for the
initial time, in the Musikverein, Vienna.

November 24, Friday: Three Songs op.65 by Franz Schubert, Lied eines Schiffers an die Dioskuren D.360
and Heliopolis I D.753, both to words of Mayrhofer, and Der Wanderer D.649 to words of Schlegel, were
published in Vienna.
November 25, Saturday: The Reverend Waldo Emerson sailed for Charleston.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 25th of 11th M 1826 / I have been favourd with some
precious feelings & enable to draw near to the fountain of life,
for which I am thankful & desire to cherish the feelings - Oh
how destitute I have been for a long time - & a little token of
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the revival of divine favour - How precious —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 26, Sunday: Rufus Leighton, Jr. was born to Rufus Leighton.76
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 26 of 11 M / Our Morning meeting was a season of some
favour to my mind - Father Rodman & Hannah Dennis were engaged
in short good testimonies - Silent in the Afternoon. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 27, Monday: The friction match was invented in England.

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1826
November 28, Tuesday: Daniel-Francois-Esprit Auber’s opera comique Fiorella to words of Scribe was
performed for the initial time, in Theatre Feydeau, Paris.

November 30, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 30th of 11th M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting held in Town
- the first Meeting wholly silent - In the last there was but
little buisness. — & but little life among us. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
November 30, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 30th of 11th M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting held in Town
- the first Meeting wholly silent - In the last there was but
little buisness. — & but little life among us. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

76. There was a marriage of John Leighton with Hannah Farrar on September 3, 1789, but it is clear that this could not have been
the marriage that produced this Rufus Leighton in 1826 since in this year Hannah Farrar Leighton, born in 1767, who would die in
1830, would have been well past menopause, at about 59 years of age. I presume therefore that these were perhaps the grandparents
with an unrecorded generation of a Rufus Leighton, Sr. in between? –I’m merely guessing.
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WINTER 1826/1827
Winter: During Harvard College’s Winter Recess, Marshall Tufts taught school in Woburn, Massachusetts.
Winter: The idea of a pre-tribulation Rapture of the Church based upon ISAIAH 32 can be traced back to this
point in the life of the Reverend John Nelson Darby and his Darbyites. It seems that the Reverend Darby had
fallen off his horse during one of his journeys through his parish, hitting his head hard against a doorjamb.
There ensued an operation in Dublin, and a lengthy convalescence and much time to meditate upon the
Scripture. It was during this extended convalescence that he first began to speculate about a pre-tribulation
Rapture and develop a dispensational thinking:
During my solitude, conflicting thoughts increased; but much
exercise of soul had the effect of causing the scriptures to
gain complete ascendancy over me. I had always owned them to be
the Word of God ... the careful reading of the Acts afforded me
a practical picture of the early church; which made me feel
deeply the contrast with its actual present state; though still,
as ever beloved by God.

(This sort of new selfrighteous “Christian” belief system based upon cheap credulity may go back also
to a young charismatic visionary of 1828 named Margaret MacDonald. However, it is questionable how much
attention the Reverend would have been willing to pay to the imaginations of a 15-year-old girl. The Reverend
must have known what he was doing, and it would be too much to attempt to attribute this entire travesty to
the mentation of some uneducated teenager.)
THE RAPTURE
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DECEMBER
December: Federal judges Johnson and Cuyler, ruling as a circuit court, decided how to designate which
Africans of the captured negrero Antelope were destined to become slaves — they took the word of a
Savannah businessman who had supervised the Africans at a city project in 1820 to choose 35 (and, patience
exhausted, they then selected the remaining 4 quite arbitrarily).
INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

December: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
Father is anxious that the Emperor of Russia should act as
arbiter on the North-Eastern Boundary question, but Prince
Lieven thinks it will not be convenient for him to do so.
...
Frances is enjoying herself amazingly and is I think a great
favourite. She is at present paying some visits in the country
with mamma. The Marchioness of Stafford has been most gracious.
She has bidden us all to Trentham in January. They say it is a
most magnificent palace, and that wonderful state is kept up.
The Duke of Devonshire, whom we knew in 1818, has been most
attentive. He is not married and never will. It seems he is the
son of the Duke-: that at nearly the same time the Duchess had
a daughter, the Duke’s mistress had a son-as they were most
anxious for an heir the babies were changed. For a long time the
deception was kept up, but somebody in the end confessed. This
Duke was then in possession of the title; as he was so much
beloved it was agreed that he should retain all his honours but
that he was never to marry.
The Barings were most cordial in their greetings to us. We dine
with them on Christmas Day. At times I feel very low in my mind
and feel that after all I should not have left my dear wife and
child. I was torn both ways. It seems to take such an
unconscionable time to receive any news from home. The King goes
openly everywhere with Lady Conyngham. Scandal says she is
getting all the money and property that she can for her children,
before the King dies. She wore the other night at Princess
Lieven’s all the Crown Sapphires. They say the King has given
them to her.
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December: As must have been anticipable by business people as well as by political people, the climate of
Newburyport, Massachusetts proved unable to support two newspapers with identical political principles
supporting different candidates for political office. William Lloyd Garrison’s newspaper failed and he moved
to Boston.

December: Alexis de Tocqueville and his brother Edouard visited Rome, Naples, and Sicily. He began writing
VOYAGE EN SICILE.

December 2: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the
Secretary of the Navy.” (Part IV. of Documents accompanying the President’s Message.) –HOUSE DOCUMENT,
19 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 9, 10, 74-103.
When Ludwig van Beethoven and his nephew Karl arrived back in Vienna from Johann’s place at
Gneixendorf near Krems, they summoned a doctor. In transit they had spent the night in a cold inn, and the
composer had become quite ill.
December 3, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 3rd of 12 M 1826 / In the forenoon our frd D Buffum was
engaged in a solemn lively testimony - we were silent in the
Afternoon, & both pretty comfortable Meetings.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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December 4, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
2nd day 4th of 12 M / On the 27 of last M the Remains of Oliver
H Perry were brought into This Harbour by the Ship Lexington
from Trinidad where he died between 7 & 8 Years ago. & this day
a very great funeral was made & the remains re-interd in our
common burying ground - The Town Council requested the shops in
Town to be closed during the time of the Funeral processing which Friends did not comply with. — This evening in conversing
with a few men of the town in the Mercury Printing office, - I
found considerable acrimony was manifest by some at our noncompliance - I felt it a duty to make defence of our conduct & in the first instance told them - It was my opinion that the
great show & parade got up this day was a departure from
Repblican simplicity which this nation is bound to maintain, &
secondly, it was diverse from all christian example or precept
that I had known, & on these grounds alone there was sufficient
for us to bear our testimony against it. — but this was not all,
for it was not out of meer respect to the remains of O H Perry
as a good citizen that all this show & funeral pomp was made but a more pernicious design was at bottom, which was to pay
honour to him as a great Military man & thereby excite a love
of military fame in the Minds of our citizens & youth. - which
was natural enough to the human heart without this great
excitement & waste of money which had better have been given to
the Poor. — beside Commodore Perry was a plain unostentations
Man, with whom I was well acquainted in his life time, & I knew
was not fond of such things, but on the contrary avoided many
honors that might have been paid to him, after his achievement
on Lake Erie & preferd to travel thro’ the country in a private
manner - rather than be in the way of receiving the homage which
the people at that time were wont to render him.—& further I
remarked the effects, such distinguished honours if they could
properly be called - were prejudicial to the minds of his
children, who might be lead to a conclusion that as their father
was so singularly honourd, that they were entitled to something
of the same kind, thereby be made proud & haughty & by
considering themselves gentlemen stand on their fathers
achievements & think themselves above the necessary exercions
to obtain a lively hood. — These are some of the Arguments which
I used, & but few were disposed seriously to combat them- &
I consider they are too substantive to be Seriously controverted
by any reasonable men. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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December 5, Tuesday: Dr. Andreas Wawruch visited Ludwig van Beethoven and diagnosed an inflammation
of the lungs. The doctor would be visiting the composer daily through December 14th.
On this day and the following one the completed church building of Concord’s Trinitarian Congregationalists,
on Walden Street, was dedicated by its initial 16 members, and a sermon by the Reverend Green of Boston,
which sermon would then be printed. It had cost about $6,000 to construct the building on the lot donated by
Ebenezer Hubbard.

The Reverend Asa Rand would preach until the ordination of the Reverend Daniel Starr Southmayd on April
25, 1827.
The Trinitarian meeting-house, built in 1826, is 60 feet long,
58 wide, and 22 high, with a spire of 68 feet. The entrance is
at one end, and it has narrow pews facing and descending towards
the pulpit, and a gallery at one end. Building committee, Moses
Davis, John Vose, and Ebenezer Hubbard; builder, Thomas
Benjamin; expense (including a bell weighing 1125 lbs.), between
$5,000 and $6,000. It was dedicated December 6, 1826, when the
Rev. Mr. Green of Boston preached a sermon, afterwards printed.77
December 6, Wednesday: Luis Manuel de Moura Cabral replaced Francisco Manuel Trigoso de Aragao
Morato as Secretary of State (prime minister) of Portugal.
Bronson Alcott mused, in Cheshire, Connecticut:
It is not from books entirely that instruction is to be drawn.
They should only be subservient to our main purpose. They should
lie by us for occasional instruction only. When doubts and
77.

Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company;
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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uncertainties arise, they may sometimes explain the difficulty
and point to the truth. Frequently, however, they lead us
astray. They are imperfect. Adherence to them has been the
cause, and still continues to be, of perpetuating error among
men, and that to an alarming extent. Ideas, when vended in a
book, carry with them a kind of dignity and certainty which awe
many into implicit belief. They often impose the most irrational
and absurd conclusions on the fearful understanding. It dare not
doubt. Fear keeps it ignorant. Authority lifts her head and
commands instant belief. Reason, thus hushed into slumber,
sleeps in secure repose. To dare to think, to think for oneself,
is denominated pride and arrogance. And millions of human minds
are in this state of slavery and tyranny.
How shall they escape?
Rebel! Think for themselves! Let others grumble; dare to be
singular. Let others direct; follow Reason.
December 7, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 7th of 12th M 1826 / Our Meeting today was a very good
one to me, for which I am thankful — I dont know that I ever
more fully realized the Language of Scripture “The Lamb & his
followers shall have the victory” or saw more clearly how the
Victory is to be obtained Father Rodman was rather more largely engaged in testimony than
is usual for him - & Susannah Bateman said a few words -Abel
Collins a public friend from Hopkinton sat with us in silence. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 10, Sunday: When back in Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould caught up in his
journal:
7th day 9th of 12 M / Rode this afternoon to Tiverton with our
Frd David Buffum - Lodged at Abraham Barkers & next day (1st day
[Sunday]) We attended Meeting there — the gathering was small
& the appearance of things among them weak & low, yet it seemed
as if there was a little encouragement to continue to hold the
Meeting.— D B was engaged in a good feeling testimony which went
to encourage the few who usually assemble at that place. — We
dined at Abraham Barkers & returned home in the Afternoon. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 12, Tuesday: Dr. Wawruch was much alarmed by Ludwig van Beethoven’s condition and arranged
for a surgery, to remove abdominal fluids.
December 14, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 14th of 12th M / Our Meeting was pretty well attended
by those who usually assemble on 5th days & to me it was a
comfortable little meeting
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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December 15, Friday: The largest of the Schubertiads took place in the Vienna home of Josef von Spaun, at
which Johann Vogl sang 30 songs. This night would inspire the famous von Schwind sepia drawing.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day 15th of 12 M / This Afternoon rec’d a very pleasant
letter from our Dear John who is yet at School in Providence. I feel grateful, & I may say very thankful for the priviledge
he enjoys of being there & in the way of obtaining a good
education, & yet more so for the favourable turn of mind he seems
to have taken. — I hopes are that he will make a good man - but
when I consider the Slippery path that yet awaits him, my hopes
are mingled with fear as to the Issue. —
This Evening we had the compnay of Isaiah Gove from Ware, who
is here, for the purpose of carrying home his son Albert, who
Married & has lived in this town some time, but unfortunately
had his leg broken, when the roof of the Town School House was
raised some time ago. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
There is not much entertaining. The King is at Brighton. I met
Mr. Greville (Charles Greville, author of Journals of the Reign
& of George III and William IV) the other night. He is Clerk of
the Council. I was amused to see him making notes of the
different things I told him. Rather a pedantic person. Princess
Lieven is the Ambassador: Prince Lieven is absolutely a
nonentity. Lord Goderich is always the same delightful
gentleman, it is a pleasure to meet him. Lord Grey I suppose
means to be civil, but his manners are not what they should be.
Mr. Canning is always most gracious to father, who likes him
very much but does not think him a very strong man. Lady
Wellesley (Mrs. Robert Patterson - Editor’s Note.-Mrs. Robert
Patterson, widow of Robert Patterson, who was a brother of
Madame Bonaparte. Patterson, married some years after the death
of her husband, the Marquis of Wellesley, Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland, elder brother of the Duke of Wellington) has been in
London. We dined with her. Of course now she is a very great
lady, and does not forget it. She has asked me to come to Dublin
after Christmas. She says I will be much amused at Dublin society
and the Viceregal Court. I will certainly go if there is not too
much work here. There is that horrible Irish Channel to be
considered and the very long journey. Mamma arrives to-morrow.
We have to entertain some Americans, there are a great many in
London at present. Father has declined to present any at Court.
He is not resident Minister only a special Ambassador.
I ride every day as I fear I am getting fat; Mrs. Baring has
just told mamma that she has invited every available member of
the Baring family to her Christmas dinner. We are to be the only
outsiders.
December 16, Saturday: Francisco Alexandro Lobo, Bishop de Viseu replaced Luis Manuel de Moura Cabral
as Secretary of State (prime minister) of Portugal.
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December 17, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 17th 12 M 1826 / Our Meeting this forenoon was silent &
solid. — When we returned home we found a letter from Benjamin
Marchall, encouraging us to send John immediately to Hudson to
enter his Cotton establishment there, which seemed very sudden
& unexpected to us, tho we had calculated on his going there in
the Spring or summer coming —- after considering & turning the
proposition in our minds for a little while, - I saw no other
way than to consult my dear Aged Mother & Uncle & Aunt Stanton
on the subject who all have a deep interest in Johns wellfare &
accordingly set out on foot & arrived there by sunset. — Our
united conclusion was to consult John & say [lay?] the subject
fully before him. - Tho’ we all felt seriously affected at the
Idea of taking him from the Boarding School at Providence, so
suddenly where he seems to be laying a good foundation for the
time to come. — I went to bed & rose early on 2nd day [Monday]
Morning & got home by 8 OC, & waited the whole day, consulting
such of our friends, as came in our way who all seemed to concur
with the Idea of leaving the exchange, chiefly to his decision
- We accordingly wrote him this eveng, intending it for the Mail
tomorrow morning. — The prospect as to the outward is uncommonly
good for him, but I see many things which will be a great
drawback on prospects of that Kind, but what can we do in our
present situation, but to trust him to that Kind Providence
which has from his birth to the present day signally favoured
him —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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Francis Trevelyan Buckland was born at Oxford, England, a son of the Reverend Professor William Buckland,
D.D., F.R.S., Dean of Westminster.

His father was a Canon of Christ Church, one of the largest Colleges of the University of Oxford (as well as
being a college, Christ Church is also the cathedral church of the diocese of Oxford, to wit Christ Church
Cathedral).
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CHRIST CHURCH

His father was also the geologist and paleontologist who had written the 1st full account of a fossil dinosaur.
His father was a friend of Sir Richard Owen, Order of the Bath, a biologist, comparative anatomist, and
paleontologist who is remembered today not only as the person who had coined the term “Dinosauria” but also
as an opponent of Charles Darwin’s theory of origin of new species by gradual modification and adaptation.
His father’s great hobby was the consumption of such unusual items as mice in batter, squirrel pie, horse’s
tongue, and ostrich (in fact he was “heavy into” grossing people out big time in every way possible and
according to one story he gobbled the preserved heart of King Louis XIV), and this “zoöphagy” would become
the portly son’s favorite hobbyhorse as well.

THE SCIENCE OF 1826
December 18, Monday: In Boston, the pirates Charles Marchant and Charles Colson were condemned to be
hanged.
December 19, Tuesday: Franz Schubert was on a list of eight finalists for the post of Vice-Hofkapellmeister
to the Imperial Court Chapel. The position was awarded to Josef Weigl, principal conductor to the court
theaters.
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December 20, Wednesday: Ludwig van Beethoven underwent a surgery to remove abdominal fluids, the
initial of four such operations.
James Melvin was born in Concord to Charles Melvin (1) and Betsy Farrar Melvin. He would get married with
Elizabeth Gates.
THE MELVINS OF CONCORD
Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN:
Looked in at White’s. All intent on gambling. While I was there
a sum of £8000 changed hands. Had some supper; a thick fog, had
to have a link man to show me the way home.
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December 21, Thursday: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES
GALLATIN:
Dined at a large Diplomatic dinner at Prince Jules de Polignac’s
at the French Embassy; all men. I was delighted to meet
Montmorency; we had good talk over our old days in Paris. He
says things are much changed now, and that the King is much
disliked. Our successors are not at all well received and do not
entertain at all. After dinner, Montmorency and I went for a
short time to White’s and had supper late. London unutterably
dull. Mamma is very happy as she has a perfect riot of churches
to go to. It will be gayer after Christmas, but only among the
Corps Diplomatique. We are booked for several visits. I was
delighted with a long letter from my dear wife. All are well and
seem very happy. Father will have to have some sort of reception
for the Americans in the New Year. We really make quite a show.
We are using all our old French State liveries-which are
perfectly fresh.
Der Zwerg D.771, a song by Franz Schubert to words of von Collin, was performed for the initial time, in the
Musikvereinsaal, Vienna.
200 Anglo settlers seized Nacogdoches, Mexico (Texas) and proclaimed the Republic of Fredonia. Mexican
authorities would down the revolt with the help of Anglo leaders.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 21st of 12 M / Silent Meeting — I could not divest my
mind of John & his leaving School — My desires for his right
disposal & direction were fervant, & aspirations for his
preservation from evil were ardent. — It was to me a good
meeting. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 22, Friday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
6th day 22nd of 12 M 1826 / Recd a letter from John this evening
in which he weighs the subject of going to Hudson in a very
satisfactory manner, takes into consideration the arguments in
favour & against it & finally concludes the ballance is in favour
of going — I have accordingly written this evening to B Marshall
this evening whose answer in a few Days will decide the point. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

December 24, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 24th of 12th M / Both meetings were seasons of some
favour to me — In the Morning Father Rodman & in the Afternoon
Hannah Dennis bore good testimonies.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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December 25, Monday: Cadet Jefferson Davis was arrested and ordered to be confined to quarters at the
beginning of the “Eggnog Riot” (this cadet would be released in February 1827).
December 26, Tuesday: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES
GALLATIN:
We had a delightful Christmas with the Barings, who are
hospitality itself. There are Barings of all shapes and colours,
all sizes-tall ones, short ones, lean ones, fat ones, but all
are so nice and cheerful; they seem indeed a united family. We
played all sorts of silly games and became children again. I
could not keep my thoughts from home. Mr. Baring would drink my
wife and boy’s health, this nearly broke me up.
We have a big reception of Americans on January 2.
December 28, Thursday: Franz Schubert’s song Die junge Nonne D.828 to words of Craigher was performed
publicly for the initial time, in the Musikverein, Vienna.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 28th of 12 M / This day our Moy [Monthly] Meeting is
held at Portsmouth the day is extemely cold, & being in
expectation of a letter from NYork which will be necessary for
me to attend to, & with all my feelings not very active I omitted going to attend it. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 29, Friday: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES
GALLATIN:
Driving home late last night near the top of Park Lane, we heard
cries for help. I jumped down and found a hackney-coach which
had been stopped by footpads. Two lonely females were in it.
They had stunned the jarvey. I at once escorted them to our coach
and we drove them home. They lived quite close to us. A Lady
Lucy and her daughter. We had just come upon them in the nick
of time and had disturbed the robbers. We never go out at night
without at least two footmen and generally father’s chasseur as
well. It is extraordinary how unsafe London is at night, and in
the very best quarters.
December 30, Saturday: Per the journal of Albert Gallatin’s son James as recorded in THE DIARY OF JAMES
GALLATIN:
Rumours of a change in the Cabinet, but nothing definite The
King comes to Buckingham House in a few days. There is a report
that Lord Liverpool is ill — not confirmed.
In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
7th day 30 of 12th M / This day I am 45 Years of Age — Even if
my life should be extended to very old age - I have lived
considerably over half my days. — I feel the advance of years
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already, & it is probably I shall very sensibly realize it soon,
in a more full degree. — I desire to be thankful for the past,
& for the future place my just confidence in HIM who has been
with me from my childhood & borne with me in Great loving
kindness & tender mercy. — & kindly provided for me far beyond
my deserts -this I know right well —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
December 31, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
1st day 31st of 12 M / Our Meetings
considerig it was a very Stormy day
in the Afternoon Father had a Short
feelings — With this page I take my

were both well attended
— Silent in the morning &
pertinent testimony, to my
leave of the Year
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Late in the year: Isabella (Sojourner Truth) had walked away from John Dumont, and after being helped by
the Roe family of Quakers about a hundred miles away in the town of Hurley in Ulster County NY, found
refuge with some “small-f” friends of these Friends, the Van Wagenen family of Wagondale (now
Bloomington). In order to avoid the possible legal consequences of plagiarism (slave stealing)
Isaac Van Wagenen paid John Dumont $20.00 for Isabella’s services and $5.00 for her baby Sophia’s services,
and she became technically the slave of that 6th and final white man, and her baby became technically this
man’s indentured servant. –Never mind, as this time the enslavement and indenture was only technical and
nominal.78

78. Later, in 1863, Harriet Beecher Stowe would create out of whole cloth a story according to which Isaac and Maria Van Wagenen
of Wagondale, members of the Klyn Esopus Dutch Reformed Church, had been willing to help Isabella in her hour of need because
they were Quakers. That family had certainly been willing to help — but not because they were Quakers. Evidently Stowe (who
loved a good story but who does not now enjoy all that fine a reputation as a truthful person) considered that the good rep added by
this Friendly touch would add an element of verisimilitude to her narrative.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: July 8, 2015
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

General Events of 1826
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Following the death of Jesus Christ there was a period
of readjustment that lasted for approximately one
million years.
–Kurt Vonnegut, THE SIRENS OF TITAN
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