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Following the death of Jesus Christ there was a period
of readjustment that lasted for approximately one
million years. 

–Kurt Vonnegut, THE SIRENS OF TITAN
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1 million, huh? Now, let’s see, we’re at 2015CE (AD2015, you guys), and if the person in question was born in about 6BCE, and executed at age 33, that would be about 27CE, which means we have about 9,980.3 centuries of readjusting ahead of us. —OK?
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 The printer Everard Peck began publishing a WESTERN AGRICULTURAL ALMANAC, with astronomical 
calculations by Lyman Wilmarth and innkeeper Oliver Loud (both of Bushnell’s Basin in Rochesterville, New 
York).

THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR 1822, by Isaac Bickerstaff, and THE RHODE-ISLAND REGISTER AND 
UNITED STATES CALENDAR FOR 1822. Providence, Rhode Island: Brown and Danforth.

 Thomas Church, Esq. THE HISTORY OF KING PHILIP’S WAR COMMONLY CALLED THE GREAT INDIAN WARS 
AT THE EASTWARD, IN 1689, 1690, 1692, 1696, AND 1704. With Notes and Appendix by Samuel G. Drake. 
J.B. Williams, Exeter, New Hampshire.

 The 15-year-old William James Hubard had achieved such recognition as a cutter of silhouettes, 
or as an exploited child prodigy, that he was asked to produce silhouettes of the Duchess of Kent and “Little 
Princess Victorine,” a tiny slender rugrat who would morph into Her Majesty Victoria, by the Grace of God, 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India.

 Daniel Starr Southmayd graduated from Middlebury College in Vermont.

 John Augustus Stone’s play “Montrano, or Who’s the Traitor” was presented in Philadelphia.

 John Gibson Lockhart edited Peter Anthony Motteux’s edition of DON QUIXOTE, to which he prefixed a life 
of Cervantes, and authored LIFE OF ADAM BLAIR, MINISTER OF GOSPEL AT CROSS MEIKLE.

Professor Dugald Stewart was weakened by a paralytic stroke, though he would still be able to write.
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 William Tennant’s THE THANE OF FIFE.

Professor Robert Hamilton1 of Marischal College and University published ON THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
POOR, in opposition to a proposal that the number of beggars that afflicted every district be reduced by the 
establishment of Poor Rates, funded by taxation of the more prosperous, and this seems to have succeeded in 
at least deferring the evils that this proposal would have created (he sounds like Mitt Romney mouthing off at 
a fat-cat party). This would reappear on September 2, 1831 as part of ESSAYS. BY THE LATE ROBERT 
HAMILTON, LL.D. F.R.S.E. PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS, IN THE MARISCHAL COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
OF ABERDEEN, prepared in Banchory and printed by D. Chalmers and Co. in Aberdeen.

If committed to the house of correction, care should be taken
that they do not find it a place of agreeable retreat, as it is
sometimes said to be, but that they be subjected to such severe
discipline, and fed on such scanty fare, as may deter them from
following courses which are likely to lead them to revisit it,
after they are dismissed.... A reliance on aid from assessments
tends to damp that energy of exertion, which is the only source
the laborer ought to trust to for supplying himself and family
with the necessaries and comforts of life.

 PROFESSION IS NOT PRINCIPLE; OR, THE NAME OF CHRISTIAN IS NOT CHRISTIANITY (Edinburgh: Published by 
William Oliphant, 22. South Bridge Street: and sold by M. Ogle, and Chalmers & Collins, Glasgow; J. Finlay, 
Newcastle; Beilby & Knotts, Birmingham; J. Hatchard & Son, T. Hamilton, J. Nisbet, and B.J. Holdsworth, 
London). In this year or the following one, JESSY ALLAN; THE LAME GIRL: A STORY FOUNDED ON FACTS.

 William Spence, Esq.’s TRACTS ON POLITICAL ECONOMY VIZ. 1. BRITAIN INDEPENDENT OF COMMERCE; 2. 
AGRICULTURE THE SOURCE OF WEALTH; 3. THE OBJECTIONS AGAINST THE CORN BILL REFUTED; 4. SPEECH 
ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE. WITH PREFATORY REMARKS ON THE CAUSES AND CURE OF OUR PRESENT 
DISTRESSES AS ORIGINATING FROM NEGLECT OF PRINCIPLES LAID DOWN IN THESE WORKS (London: Hurst, 
Rees, Orme and Brown, Paternoster-Row).

 Washington Irving’s BRACEBRIDGE HALL.

 Having worked in Paris at the Jardin des Plantes, Dr. John Edwards Holbrook settled in Charleston, South 
Caroline and began to practice medicine.

 George Long graduated B.A. at Trinity College of Cambridge University as 30th wrangler, and received the 
1st chancellor’s Classical medal.

SCOTLAND

ESSAYS BY ROBERT HAMILTON

TWO OR THREE ROBERT HAMILTONS

GRACE KENNEDY

POLITICAL ECONOMY
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 William Wordsworth’s MEMORIALS OF A TOUR ON THE CONTINENT, ECCLESIASTICAL SKETCHES, AND 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SCENERY OF THE LAKES. He also wrote “The Egyptian Maid,” a poem featuring Merlin 
and the Lady of the Lake.

 Amelia Opie’s MADELAINE.

 Charles Lyell presented his 1st paper, “On a Recent Formation of Freshwater Limestone in Forfarshire,” 
before the Linnaean Society.

 The Reverend Timothy Flint passed on to a place where people hadn’t caught onto his act yet: New Orleans.1

1. Keep on truckin’, Reverend, keep a-keepin’ on.

KING ARTHUR

This person actually exists.
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 Lorenz Oken’s GESSELLSCHAFT DEUTSCHEN NATURFORSCHER UND ÄRZTE, which would be the inspiration for 
not only the British but also the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).

William Buckland’s description of how ancient hyenas lived and fed in Kirkdale Cave was based on their 
fossil remains (this amounted to one of the 1st descriptions of living habits to be based upon fossil evidence). 
Buckland noticed that a human skeleton had been covered in ocher (referred to as “Red Lady,” this find would 
eventually be classified as a male Cro-Magnon).

On the basis of massive deposits of chalk, Omalius d’Halloy named the “Cretaceous System” (this timeframe 
would later be identified to have been that of the final dinosaurs and initial flowering plants).

On the basis of coal deposits, William Conybeare and William Phillips named the “Carboniferous System” 
(this timeframe would also come to be identified, in the United States, as the Mississippian and Pennsylvanian 
Periods).

Pondering upon some curiously shaped fossils near Lewes, Gideon Mantell identified them as fish parts 
(they were coprolites).

THE SCIENCE OF 1822
PALEONTOLOGY
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 Thomas Harwood was created DD of Cambridge University.

I’m one of the DD’s.
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 George Waddington’s and the Reverend Barnard Hanbury’s JOURNAL OF A VISIT TO SOME PARTS OF 
ETHIOPIA. WITH MAPS AND OTHER ENGRAVINGS (London: John Murray, Albemarle-Street).

This described their journey between Wadi Halfa (ا  on the Nile River in Northern Sudan to Meroë ( وادي حلف
 on the Nile River just downstream from Khartoum. Everything about the writing and the illustrations (مرواه)
was provided by Waddington, the Reverend Hanbury having been merely his traveling companion.

In 1834 Henry Thoreau would check this volume out of the Harvard Library.

A VISIT TO ETHIOPIA
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 After preparing at Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire, at the age of 15 Richard Hildreth matriculated 
at Harvard College.

 Joseph-Héliodore-Sagesse-Vertu Garcin de Tassy helped found the Société Asiatique. Publication of his 
translation from the Turkish, Farsi, and Arabic into French, EXPOSITION DE LA FOI MUSULMANE, TRADUITE DU 
TURC DE MOHAMMED BEN PIR-ALI ELBERKEVI, AVEC DES NOTES, PAR M. GARCIN DE TASSY, SUIVIE DU PEND-
NAMEH, POÈME DE SAADI, TRADUIT DU PERSAN PAR LE MÊME, ET DU BORDA, POÈME À LA LOUANGE DE MAHOMET, 
TRADUIT DE L’ARABE.
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 A new edition of François de Salignac de la Mothe-Fénélon’s ABRÉGÉ DE LA VIE DES PLUS ILLUSTRES 
PHILOSOPHES DE L’ANTIQUITÉ, AVEC LEURS DOGMES, LEURS SYSTÈMES, LEUR MORALE, ET UN RECUEIL DE LEURS 
PLUS BELLES MAXIMES. OUVRAGE DESTINÉ À L’ÉDUCATION DE LA JEUNESSE; PAR F. DE SALIGNAC DE LA MOTTE-
FÉNÉLON. NOUVELLE ÉDITION, REVUE AVEC SOIN, AUGMENTÉE DE LA LETTRE ADRESSÉE PAR L’AUTEUR À UN 
MEMBRE DE L’ACADÉMIE, EN 1714, SUR LES ANCIENS ET LES MODERNES; ORNÉE DU PORTRAIT DE FÉNÉLON, ET 
DE VINGT-SIX PORTRAITS DES PHILOSOPHES (Paris, de l’Imprimerie D’Auguste Delalain, Libraire, rue des 
Mathurins-St.-Jacques, no 5). This would be in the library of Bronson Alcott, and thus available to Henry 
Thoreau.

PHILOSOPHES DE L’ANTIQUITÉ
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 Harvard College awarded to Stephen Elliott the honorary degree of Doctor of Law.

Stephen Elliott’s nephew William Elliott sat for a portrait by Thomas Sully, and ran for the United States 
House of Representatives but was defeated.

 Death of Ebenezer Elliott’s father.

 Amos Eaton’s A GEOLOGICAL PROFILE OF THE ROCKS FROM ONONDAGA SALT SPRINGS, N.Y. TO WILLIAMS 
COLLEGE, MASS.

While on one of his excursions in New England, Eaton took note of a wild-growing “Purple Pitcher” plant that 
was refusing to be at all purple but was all over a solid apple-green. The plant had no red pigment at all — in 
the spring its flowers were yellowish green with no hint of ruddiness and, in the fall, its leaves failed to darken. 
This discovery would be designated Sarracenia purpurea f. heterophylla:

BOTANIZING
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 Samuel Downing, the prosperous nurseryman father of 7-year-old Andrew Jackson Downing, died. Control 
of the family business would pass to an older brother, Charles Downing.
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 James Cooper relocated his family from upstate New York to New-York, where he would help to start up the 
“Bread and Cheese” club, a social association for active American writers.

The office of New-York mayor became an elective position.

In New-York, the Fulton Fish Market was completed.

For reasons of sanitation, it would no longer be possible to have churchyard burials within the city of New-
York.

The Red Star Line began regular monthly sailings between New-York and Liverpool, with four vessels.

By this point John Charlton Fisher had emigrated from England to America. In New-York, he, J.R. McDowell, 
and John Bartlett founded a newspaper devoted to British news, the Albion.

 Walter Colton delivered the valedictory poem for his graduating class at Yale College. He would enter the 
Andover Theological Seminary.
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 John Farmer (1789-1838)’s THE NEW MILITARY GUIDE; CONTAINING, EXTRACTS FROM THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE; ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE; DUTY 
OF OFFICERS, NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND PRIVATES; MISCELLANEOUS RULES FOR THE OBSERVANCE 
OF OFFICERS; A SYSTEM FOR FORMING, INSPECTING, ORGANIZING AND REVIEWING A REGIMENT; EXTRACTS 
FROM GEN. SCOTT’S MILITARY INSTITUTES; OBJECT, GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF COURTS MARTIAL, 
COURTS OF INQUIRY, &C., ACTS OF CONGRESS RELATING TO THE MILITIA; THE ORDER OF UNIFORM FOR THE 
INFANTRY ESTABLISHED BY THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF; DIFFERENT FORMS USED BY THE MILITIA WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING THEM UP; FORM OF KEEPING A REGIMENTAL ROSTER, AND DIRECTIONS FOR 
KEEPING RECORDS. COMP. FOR THE USE OF THE MILITIA. CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE. Printed by Hill and 
Moore.

Farmer would also be putting out, at Concord, New Hampshire, beginning in this year and continuing for the 
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following 16 years, an annual THE NEW HAMPSHIRE ANNUAL REGISTER AND UNITED STATES CALENDAR 
(1822 to 1838), each issue being made up of roughly 150 pages. [Note that this John Farmer (1789-1838) is a 
different person from the mapmaking John Farmer (1798-1859).]

 Warren Colburn’s FIRST LESSONS IN ARITHMETIC ON THE PLAN OF PESTALOZZI: WITH SOME IMPROVEMENTS 
and his ARITHMETIC: BEING A SEQUEL TO FIRST LESSONS IN ARITHMETIC was published by Cummings and 
Hilliard of Boston.

 François-Auguste-René, vicomte de Chateaubriand served as ambassador to the Kingdom of Great Britain. As 
plenipotentiary to the Congress of Verona (October to December), despite opposition from the Duke of 
Wellington he decided in favor of the Quintuple Alliance intervention in Spain during the Trienio liberal.

 Barbara Perkins Channing died.

 Professor Augustin Pyramus de Candolle was made a foreign member of the Royal Society of London.

 Charles Butler’s REMINISCENCES.
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 In this year, as 15-year-old Edward George Earle Bulwer was leaving the Baling school and matriculating at 
Trinity College of Cambridge University, he published some of his early work as ISHMAEL AND OTHER 
POEMS. Soon he would change from Trinity College to Trinity Hall.

TRINITY COLLEGE

TRINITY HALL
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 William Bullock exhibited a herd of reindeer with their harnesses and sleds accompanied by a family of 
Laplanders, their furniture and even their huts. He then went to Mexico, where he would become involved in 
silver mine speculation. He would bring back to London many artifacts and specimens and create a new 
exhibition in his Egyptian Hall.

 The Reverend Richard Whately was appointed Bampton lecturer. His lectures would be immediately 
published as ON THE USE AND ABUSE OF PARTY SPIRIT IN MATTERS OF RELIGION.

 William John Broderip accepted from Lord Sidmouth the appointment of magistrate at the Thames police 
court.

 Henry Thoreau would have a two-volume set in his personal library, of THE BRITISH DRAMA: A COLLECTION 
OF THE MOST ESTEEMED TRAGEDIES, COMEDIES, OPERAS, & FARCES IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, issued in 
Philadelphia by Lippincott in 1822. Although the 1822 edition has not yet been captured by Google Books, 
we do now have (for what it’s worth) the 1859 edition of this in electronic text:

THE BRITISH DRAMA, I
THE BRITISH DRAMA, II
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 Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine began a long series of articles primarily by John Wilson (using the 
pseudonym “Christopher North”) that were constructed as records of alleged overheard conversation at 
William Ambrose’s tavern in Edinburgh. These convivial articles would continue until 1835, amounting in all 
to 71 pieces labeled “Noctes Ambrosianae” (this would mean, ambiguously, “Ambrosian Nights,” nights 
spent absorbing ambrosia the food of the gods, or “Drunken Parties at Ambrose’s Place”). The articles 
presented versions of Lord Byron and of Thomas de Quincey, among others, in discussion on a wide range of 
topics. James Hogg would first become a familiar figure on account of the manner in which he was here 
presented — he was portrayed as an untutored child of nature, “a boozing buffoon” who tended sheep, the 
“Ettrick Shepherd” (which is to say, a shepherd of the village of Ettrick in the Scottish Borders). Woodcuts 
accompanying the articles depicted him roaring drunk with mouth agape.

 The Reverend John Lauris Blake relocated his school for young ladies from Concord, New Hampshire to 
Boston.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/22/TheBritishDrama_I.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 The Reverend Professor Henry Hart Milman’s poem “The Martyr of Antioch,” based on the legend of Saint 
Margaret the Virgin (Arthur Sullivan would use this as the basis for an oratorio), and his poem “Belshazzar.”

 After Giacomo Costantino Beltrami had in his exile quest visited a number of different cities in Europe, in 
this year he arrived at Liverpool, England.

 Thomas Green Fessenden’s LAWS OF PATENTS FOR NEW INVENTIONS. In Boston, he became the editor of 
The New England Farmer (he would edit, also, The Horticultural Register and The Silk Manual).
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 Harvard College awarded an honorary master’s degree to Ebenezer Bailey.

 Dr. John Aitken Carlyle assisted his brother Thomas Carlyle in a translation into English of Adrien Marie 
Legendre’s ÉLÉMENTS DE GÉOMÉTRIE — AVEC DES NOTES (this 1794 French treatise in mathematics had 
already been translated in 1819 by Professor John Farrar of Harvard College; the new translation would be 
paid for by David Brewster, LL.D. and would make no mention of the Carlyle brothers). 

During this year and the following one, Thomas would be tutoring in the Buller family.

 Accompanied by his sons and by Joseph Mason, John James Audubon traveled to Natchez. He was at this 
point drawing full time, often well into the night.

 Hugh Blair’s AN ABRIDGEMENT OF LECTURES ON RHETORIC ... TO WHICH ARE ADDED, QUESTIONS, ADAPTED 
TO THE ABOVE WORK, FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES, BY AN EXPERIENCED TEACHER OF YOUTH 
(Exeter: Printed and published by John J. Williams).2

 At the age of 10 Friend Daniel Ricketson, whose right leg had already been injured, was thrown by his horse. 
He would be having severe headaches for the entirety of his life.

 Nicolas Pike’s and Chester Dewey’s A NEW AND COMPLETE SYSTEM OF ARITHMETICK: COMPOSED FOR THE 
USE OF THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES (William S. Parker, publisher).

NEW “HARVARD MEN”

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1822

HUGH BLAIR ABRIDGED
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 President James Monroe wrote to Tao Kwang, the Emperor of China, asking politely for the return of a 
damaged ship pillaged in southern China, and its cargo of money and opium. This letter, several drafts of 
which had been reviewed before a final copy striking the right tone was signed, has recently fetched almost 
$20,000 at a Sotheby’s auction — because it is suspected to represent the 1st official attempt at contact 
between a US president and an emperor of China. It is not known whether the letter succeeded of its object:

Pondering upon this, your wise and benevolent disposition,
I have resolved to write this letter to Your Majesty to inform
you with my own hand of the wrong said to have been done to  my
brethren by those children of wickedness unworthy of the name
of your subjects.

 Printing of the New Testament as translated into Chinese characters by Dr. John Marshman and Joannes 
Lassar, in an edition of 500 copies. (Distribution would not be allowed.)

 Feng Yün-shan was born in Hua-hsien, in the Kwantung province of China.

 In his elder years Michele Felice Cornè, who had in 1802 attempted unsuccessfully to grow tomatoes in his 
garden, relocated from Boston to Newport, Rhode Island. He would reside at the southeast corner of what is 
now Corne Street and Mill Street until his death in 1845. Evidently, in the soil of his Newport garden, he would 
succeed in growing tomatoes for consumption.

2. A copy of this volume, bearing the autograph of Helen Louisa Thoreau, has been found in Henry Thoreau’s personal library.

THE MAINE WOODS: At four o’clock the next morning, in the dark, and
still in the rain, we pursued our journey. Close to the academy
in this town they have erected a sort of gallows for the pupils
to practice on. I thought that they might as well hang at once
all who need to go through such exercises in so new a country,
where there is nothing to hinder their living an out-door life.
Better omit Blair, and take the air.

HUGH BLAIR
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 The government of Sweden decided that it would permit citizens to consume coffee.

Lydia Howard Huntley Sigourney’s anonymous TRAITS OF THE ABORIGINES OF AMERICA A POEM. 
(Cambridge: From the University Press. Hilliard and Metcalf Printers. Sold by Cummings & Hilliard, No. 1 
Cornhill, Boston. 1822)

Note 29.-Lines 361-6 of Canto III
“The firm Cassine, endures the wrecking storm,
“And changeful season, by Tradition styl’d
“The boon of Heaven, and round Hygeia’s fane
“Wreaths a bright garland, when her priestesses
“Clad in their meek and unpretending skill
“Its aid demand....”

The Ilex Vomitoria, or Evergreen Cassine, is a native of West
Florida. An infusion of it is the standard medicine of the
Southern Indians. It has been supposed that this is the same
plant which is found in Paraguay, the sale of whose leaves is
to the Jesuits such an important branch of revenue. It is found
also in Carolina, and among some of our tribes was held in such
high esteem, that the decoction of its toasted leaves called
“black drink,” their women were not permitted to taste. Lawson,
in recording a tradition of this plant, says “The savages of

READ SIGOURNEY TEXT

CAFFEINE
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Carolina have it in veneration above all the plants they are
aquainted withal, and tell you the discovery thereof was by an
infirm Indian, who laboured under the burden of many rugged
distempers, and could not be cured by all their Doctors ; so,
one day he fell asleep, and dreamt that if he took a decoction
of the tree that grew at his head, he would certainly be cured
: upon which he awoke, and saw the Yaupon, or Cassine-tree, which
was not there when he fell a sleep. He followed the direction
of his dream, and he came perfectly well in a short time. Now I
suppose, no man has so little sense as to believe this fable;
yet it lets us see what they intend thereby, and that it has
doubtless worked feats enough, to gain it such an esteem among
these savages, who are too well versed in vegetables, to be
brought to a continual use of any one of them, upon a mere
conceit or fancy, without some apparent benefit they found
thereby; especially when we are sensible, that they drink the
juices of plants, to free nature of her burthens, and not out
of foppery and fashion, as other nations are oftentimes found
to do.” In closing these botanical notes, which probably
comprize but a small number of the medicinal plants known to our
natives, the words of the late Professor Barton, whose attention
to this subject marked at once his perseverence and benevolence,
are particularly appropriate.

Judging from the discoveries which have been made in the
term of three hundred years, it may be safely
conjectured, that there are no countries of the globe
from which there is reason to expect greater or more
valuable accessions to the Materia-Medica, than those
of America. In conducting our inquiries into the
properties of the medicinal vegetables of our country,
much useful information may, I am persuaded, be obtained
through the medium of our intercourse with the Indians.
Some of the rudest tribes of our continent are
acquainted with the general medical properties of many
of their vegetables. We shall find that the Materia
Medica of these people contains but few substances as
inert as many of those which have a place in our books
on this science. What treasures of medicine may not be
expected from a people, who, although destitute of the
lights of science, have discovered the properties of
some of the most inestimable medicines with which we are
acquainted? Without mentioning the productions of
South-America, let it be recollected, that it is to the
rude tribes of the United States that we are indebted
for our knowledge of Polygala Senega, Aristolochia
Serpentaria, and Spigelia Marilandica.

BLACK DRINK, WHITE DRINK, ....
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 John Claudius Loudon’s AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDENING. (In the front and back strips of a semi-detached 
villa in Bayswater Loudon and his wife Jane Webb Loudon would be growing 2,000 species of plants. 
“The [florist] operatives of Paisley,” said Loudon, “taking them at large, exhibit a condition of improvement 
very rarely indeed, if at all, to be paralleled among persons of the same rank,” suggesting that “the rearing 
of flowers must tend to improve the genius for invention in elegant fancy muslins.”)

PLANTS
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 I’ll insert this here, since at this point little David Henry Thoreau is five years old. This is a story passed on 
by Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson in his 1917 volume HENRY THOREAU AS REMEMBERED BY A YOUNG FRIEND 
EDWARD WALDO EMERSON, which he heard had been related by Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau to an old friend. 
I would caution the reader to take into consideration, in reading such stories, the general context of stories as 
they were told by parents about their children in the early 19th Century, which they need to understand is most 
definitely not the same context as now. The story may actually tell us more about the parent than about the 
child:

However, just in case this story actually does have something to do with the appearance of the night sky over 
Concord, Massachusetts, here is what the night sky at the latitude of Concord, Massachusetts amounts to:

 Joseph Smith, Jr. found a seer stone (a stone with a hole in it, of the proper size for peeking through) while 
digging a well for a neighbor in upstate New York. He would employ this stone for a number of years in search 
for buried treasure. Later he would use it to translate the BOOK OF MORMON and to receive his early 
revelations.

Many Narragansett had in 1778 joined the “Brothertown Indians” on the Oneida reservation in upstate New 
York. The Brothertown band at this point began to relocate with the Oneida and Stockbridge (Mahican) to 
northern Wisconsin. This move would be complete by 1834. During 1856, the Stockbridge and the 
Brothertown who wished to retain tribal ownership of their land would merge and relocate to a separate 
reservation west of Green Bay. The other Brothertown Indians would at that time accept citizenship and 
allotment, and many of their descendants still live on the east side of Lake Winnebago in Wisconsin.

 Mary Ann Mantell noticed some large fossil teeth in an earthen bank.3

John and Henry slept together in the trundlebed, that
obsolete and delightful children’s bed, telescoping on
large castors under the parental four-poster. John
would go to sleep at once, but Henry often lay long
awake. His mother found the little boy lying so one
night, long after he had gone upstairs, and said, “Why,
Henry dear, why don’t you go to sleep?” “Mother,” said
he, “I have been looking through the stars to see if I
could n’t see God behind them.”

DUNBAR FAMILY

JOHN THOREAU, JR.

Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson, HENRY THOREAU AS REMEMBERED BY AYOUNG FRIEND EDWARD WALDO EMERSON (1917).
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 THÉORIE ANALYTIQUE DE LA CHALEUR, by the mathematician and Egyptologist Jean-Baptiste-Joseph Fourier 
(1768-1830), defined the series of sines and cosines today known as the Fourier series. In this volume, the 
author described the earth’s atmosphere’s trapping of heat as similar to the phenomenon observed in a 
greenhouse.

 César August Frank was born in Belgium.

 In London, Martha Flaherty fought Peg Carey for a prize of £18. The fight, which started at 5:30AM, was won 
by Flaherty, whose training included drinking most of a pint of gin before the match. Female prizefighting was 
a function of the low prevailing wage rate for unskilled female labor. (Assuming she worked as a fur sewer or 
seamstress, Flaherty’s prize exceeded a year’s wages.) Attire included tight-fitting jackets, short petticoats, 
and Holland drawers. Wrestling, kicking, punching, and kneeing were allowed. Women with greater economic 
freedom usually preferred playing gentler games. For instance, although Eton did not play Harrow in cricket 
until 1805 –with Lord Byron, he of the club foot, on the losing Harrovian side– Miss S. Norcross of Surrey 
had batted a century in 1788.

 Thomas Beddoes’s THE BRIDE’S TRAGEDY.

 Caroline Bowles’s THE WIDOW’S TALE AND OTHER POEMS.

 Percy Bysshe Shelley’s HELLAS.

 Felicia Dorothea Hemans’s SONGS OF CID, and her WELSH MELODIES featuring music by John Parry.

 Winthrop Praed helped Charles Knight launch the Quarterly Magazine.

 A 1st edition of Ephelia’s FEMALE POEMS (which had been published in 1679) went for 4 shillings at the 
auction of James Perry’s library.

 William Blake’s final work in illuminated printing, THE GHOST OF ABEL, and his watercolors for PARADISE 
LOST were produced.

 The Bowles Controversy:  George Gordon, Lord Byron’s “A Letter to [John Murray] on the Rev. W.C. 
Bowles’s Strictures on ... Pope.”

Percy Bysshe Shelley went to Italy where he, James Henry Leigh Hunt, and Lord Byron would publish the 
journal The Liberal (by publishing it in Italy the three men were able to remain free from prosecution by the 
British authorities). The 1st edition of The Liberal would sell 4,000 copies but soon after its publication 
Shelley would be lost at sea while sailing to meet Hunt.

3. Later, when the subject of fossils would start to heat up, it would of course be her husband who would lay claim to having made 
this discovery.
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 Bryan Waller Procter’s THE POETICAL WORKS OF BARRY CORNWALL (anonymous).

 President James Monroe declared the “Monroe Doctrine”: from now on, only New-World nations were going 
to be allowed to mess with New-World nations. He sent Joel Roberts Poinsett on a diplomatic mission to mess 
with the Mexicans.

 America’s first mineral rush, to a region in Illinois which would be named Galena
(the mineral was lead).

 Friend Moses Brown was a founding member of the Rhode Island Historical Society.
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 Friend Elizabeth Buffum, daughter of Friends Arnold Buffum and Rebecca Gould Buffum, is stated in 
documents as during this year to have been attending the Friends Boarding School on College Hill on the East 
Side in Providence, Rhode Island. There is, however, an apparent discrepancy on the record, for she was said 
to be eighteen years of age when she attended the school, and since she was born in 1806, she would not be 
eighteen until 1824.)

 The Reverend Bennett Tyler took over as president of Dartmouth College.

BENNETT TYLER (president 1822-1828): To succeed President Dana,
the Dartmouth Trustees selected Bennett Tyler, a South Britain,
Connecticut minister and Yale graduate. Tyler was a devout
leader who insisted on shouldering the responsibility of
preaching in the College church, leaving the responsibility for
the instruction of the senior class to one of the professors.
He was successful in endowing the first scholarship at
Dartmouth, intended for “the education of pious, indigent young
men for the ministry,” and in stabilizing the numbers of
enrolled students — numbers which had plummeted during the years

MOSES BROWN

ELIZABETH BUFFUM CHACE

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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of the Revolutionary War. It was during President Tyler’s
administration that Dartmouth students successfully petitioned
the College to admit its first African American student, Edward
Mitchell, in 1824. Tyler returned to the ministry after six
years in office.4

 Pennsylvania Avenue was cut on the north side of the President’s Park in Washington DC.

4. All the Dartmouth presidential portraits are in the college’s Hood Museum of Art in Hanford, New Hampshire.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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 Though Lydia Maria Francis (Lydia Maria Child) was living with her brother the Reverend Convers Francis, 
Jr., who had become a Unitarian minister at First Parish in Watertown, and was attending his church regularly, 
she had become a member of the Boston Society of the New Jerusalem. Apparently, she maintained some 
connection there until the 1830s, when the pro-slavery stance of the pastor made her doubt “whether such a 
church could have come down from heaven.” Later she would be drawn to the preaching of the Reverend 
William Ellery Channing, though she despaired over his reluctance to embrace abolitionism wholeheartedly. 
She found Unitarianism “a mere half-way house, where spiritual travelers find themselves well 
accommodated for the night, but where they grow weary of spending the day.”

 1822: The Portuguese José Ferreira Gomes introduced the cocoa tree as an ornamental plant on the small 
island of Principe in the Gulf of Guinea off the west coast of Africa.

 From this year into 1827, the three volumes of Professor Sir William Jackson Hooker’s EXOTIC FLORA, 
INDICATING SUCH OF THE SPECIMENS AS ARE DESERVING CULTIVATION.

From this year into 1834, Thomas Nuttall would be in charge of Harvard College’s botanic garden.

The slender fuchsia was introduced from Chile.5

5. Charles Plumier had published the first description of fuschia in 1703 after finding the plant on Santo Domingo in the Caribbean. 
The scarlet fuchsia had been introduced from Chile in 1788 and the tree fuchsia would be introduced from Mexico in 1823.
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 A pocket-size guide was published in Saratoga Springs, New York, Gideon M. Davison’s THE FASHIONABLE 
TOUR OR, A TRIP TO THE SPRINGS, NIAGARA, QUEBECK [sic], AND BOSTON, IN THE SUMMER OF 1821 (also 
put out as THE FASHIONABLE TOUR FOR THE SUMMER OF 1822).

“The vagabond, when rich, is called a tourist.”

— Paul Richard, French diplomat, AU JAPON

 The West African nation of Liberia6 was being founded by blacks of the American Colonization Society for 
freed slaves, primarily from “our land” — the home of freedom and, especially, the home of feeling free to 
exploit the defenseless.

 A full half century after the James Somerset case of 1772, the British legal system was still struggling against 
the idea that the free soil of the English nation was able to convey this freedom to anyone who managed to 
place their foot upon it.

This particular test was, however, enacted in a colony rather than on the home island. What had happened was 
that an Antiguan slave named Grace Allen had been taken by her mistress to England, and had then been taken 
by her mistress back to Antigua. The local court decided, and then later it would be upheld upon appeal, that 
Grace Allen remained enslaved under law just as she remained enslaved in actuality.

6. “Liberty” — free at last.

NIAGARA FALLS

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: “I was a slave,” said the
counsel of Somerset, speaking for his client, “for I was in
America: I am now in a country, where the common rights of man-
kind are known and regarded.”
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 Here is a plan of the hull and deck of the negrero Vigilanti of this year, showing how its slaves were kept 
below, with example neck, leg, and arm shackles (illustration at the Musee du Chateau des Ducs de Bretagne 
in Nantes, France7):

 The family of Arthur Hugh Clough removed, while he was three years of age, from Liverpool, England to 
Charleston, South Carolina.

 The Philadelphia Phrenological Society was established (the 1st in the US).

 Edward Everett Hale was born in Boston, the son of the editor and railroad manager Nathan Hale, and a 
descendant of the Captain Nathan Hale who had been hung by the Army during the Revolutionary War. (He 
was an older brother of Charles Hale.) (The father, Nathan Hale, was the editor of the Boston Daily Advertiser 
from 1814 to 1854 and the head of the Boston and Worcester Railroad.)

7. There are a number of images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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 Caroline Wells Healey was born in the family of an affluent Boston merchant.

 Richard Martin introduced the British Anticruelty Act. (Later he would found the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.)

 Henry Rowe Schoolcraft was appointed Indian agent with headquarters at Sault Ste. Marie and began his 
ethnological researches.
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 Jean-Pierre Abel-Rèmusat founded and became the first secretary of the Société asiatique. His ÉLÉMENS DE 
LA GRAMMAIRE CHINOISE, OU, PRINCIPES GÉNÉRAUX DU KOU-WEN OU STYLE ANTIQUE: ET DU KOUAN-HOA C’EST-
À-DIRE, DE LA LANGUE COMMUNE GÉNÉRALEMENT USITÉE DANS L’EMPIRE CHINOIS (Imprimerie Royale).

The lectures of Professor François Pierre Guillaume Guizot were interdicted. From this year into 1830, 
however, the former professor of modern history of the Sorbonne would be preparing and issuing two 
important collections of historical sources, to wit, his memoirs of the history of England in 26 volumes, and 
his memoirs of the history of France in 31 volumes. In addition, busy as a bee, he would be providing a revised 
translation into French of the plays of Shakespeare, and a volume of his own essays on the history of France.

Nicholas Marcellus Hentz’s A MANUAL OF FRENCH PHRASES, AND FRENCH CONVERSATIONS: ADAPTED TO 
WANOSTROCHT’S GRAMMAR ... (Boston: Richardson and Lord, J.H.A. Frost, Printer).

Louis Choris’s VOYAGE PITTORESQUE AUTOUR DU MONDE, AVEC DES PORTRAITS DE SAUVAGES D’AMERIQUE, 
D’ASIE, D’AFRIQUE, ET DES ILES DU GRAND OCEAN; DES PAYSAGES, DES VUES MARITIMES, ET PLUSIEURS OBJETS 
D’HISTOIRE NATURELLE (Paris: Impr. de Firmin Didot).

 Stendhal (Marie-Henri Beyle)’s DE L’AMOUR.

As you can see from this image, the professor was crosseyed.
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 Joseph Wolff declared Pope Pius VII to be the Antichrist.

A first in photography, Joseph-Nicephor Niépce’s photogravure etching of an engraving of Pope Pius VII (we 
can no longer look at this because he would ruin the image during an attempt to duplicate it).

A total of 48 obelisks had been removed from Egypt over the centuries (counting an unfinished one that still 
lies in the quarry, that’s more than half the total), and for what this is worth Rome has become the obelisk 
capital of the world. Four of these had been restored and made again vertical by Pope Sixtus V toward the end 
of the 16th Century, one by Pope Innocent X in 1651, one by Pope Alexander VII in 1667, and in this year 
one was made vertical by Pope Pius VII (in addition, one would be made vertical at the center of the Place de 
la Concorde in Paris on October 25, 1836).

 4th edition: THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE / BY GILBERT WHITE; TO WHICH ARE ADDED THE 
NATURALIST’S CALENDAR, MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS, AND POEMS. A NEW ED., WITH ENGRAVINGS. 
London: Printed for J. and A. Arch: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme and Brown: Lackington: J. Mawman: 
Baldwin, Cradock and Joy: J. Hatchard and Son: S. Bagster: Ogle, Duncan, and Co.: W. Mason J. Sheldon: R. 
Saunders: Hurst and Robinson.8

 Galileo Galilei’s treatise DIALOGO SOPRA I DUE MASSIMI SISTEMI DEL MONDO, TOLEMAICO E COPERNICANO 
(published in 1632 and banned in 1633), which had over the centuries become a considerable embarrassment, 
finally was erased from the Roman Catholic Church’s Index of prohibited books.

 Jean-Baptiste de Monet, chevalier de Lamarck, at age 78, put out his HISTOIRE NATURELLE DES ANIMAUX SANS 
VERTEBRES. Lamarck’s work was the first to draw a distinction between vertebrates and invertebrates.

Etienne Geoffroy’s ANATOMICAL PHILOSOPHY identified similarities between skeletal structures –such as bat 
wings, paws, and hands– that supported the evolutionary claims of Lamarck. He noticed that the body plans 
of arthropods and vertebrates although similar were the inverse of each other.

8. The Reverend White’s NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE is only the 4th most reprinted book in the English language.
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 A short young gentleman embarrassed about his name, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, entered Bowdoin 

College as a sophomore at the age of 15, along with an undistinguished student named Hathorne (Nathaniel 
Hawthorne) and an undistinguished student named Franklin Pierce, who were in the process of forming 
a lifelong alliance. No-one, not even Hawthorne, has ever represented that this college drinking buddy was 
the greatest president we ever had, or that he possessed native strength of intellect or native strength of 
character — as Hawthorne later was to represent an immensely popular genocidal racist named Andrew “Long 
Knife” Jackson:

Nevertheless, Hawthorne would later be willing to write a campaign biography for this drunkard, and lie about 
the man’s attitudes, and help him follow Andrew Jackson as President of the United States, merely because of 
this superficial personal connection and from a realistic expectation and hope that through the political reward 
system set up by Jackson and inherited by Pierce he, Hawthorne, would receive a personal and generous 

the greatest man we ever had; and his native strength,
as well of intellect as character, compelled every man
to be his tool that came within his reach; and the
cunninger the individual might be, it served only to
make him the sharper tool.

I don’t have a source for this quote, except to refer you to a biography of Hawthorne: see the Bibliography.
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reward. 

These lads would go on to provide the stuff of legends:

Statesman Chum and Pretty Boy

BROOK FARM

THE SCARLET LETTER: Such were some of the people with whom I now
found myself connected. I took it in good part, at the hands of
Providence, that I was thrown into a position so little akin to
my past habits; and set myself seriously to gather from it
whatever profit was to be had. After my fellowship of toil and
impracticable schemes with the dreamy brethren of Brook Farm;
after living for three years within the subtle influence of an
intellect like Emerson’s; after those wild, free days on the
Assabeth, indulging fantastic speculations, beside our fire of
fallen boughs, with Ellery Channing; after talking with Thoreau
about pine-trees and Indian relics in his hermitage at Walden;
after growing fastidious by sympathy with the classic refinement
of Hillard’s culture; after becoming imbued with poetic sentiment
at Longfellow’s hearthstone – it was time, at length, that
I should exercise other faculties of my nature, and nourish
myself with food for which I had hitherto had little appetite.
Even the old Inspector was desirable, as a change of diet, to a
man who had known Alcott. I looked upon it as an evidence, in some
measure, of a system naturally well balanced, and lacking no
essential part of a thorough organization, that, with such
associates to remember, I could mingle at once with men of
altogether different qualities, and never murmur at the change.

WALDO EMERSON

ELLERY CHANNING

LONGFELLOW

BRONSON ALCOTT
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 According to Mary Helen Dunlop’s SIXTY MILES FROM CONTENTMENT: TRAVELING THE NINETEENTH-
CENTURY AMERICAN INTERIOR (NY: HarperCollins BasicBooks, 1995, page 97), the actual native American 
was at this point being replaced in non-native American experience, through poverty of experience, by the 
idea of the primitive and by the artistic representation of the Indian (emphasis added):

 Although Thomas DeQuincey, in his CONFESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH OPIUM EATER in this year, did refer to his 
mother as an “intellectual woman,” it would not be until the 1880s that English-language dictionaries would 
begin to list “intellectuals” as a noun, and it would not be until its edition of 1910-1911 that ENCYCLOPÆDIA 
BRITANNICA would allow for the existence of such a separate, designated group. The labor of thinking was not 
considered to be the labor of thinking, but a pleasure pursuit of sorts, and it was considered at this time to be 
done by “men of letters,” by “men of science,” and by “scholars.” Such persons were not yet considered to be 
in any quasi-class with one another, set off from the other “economic” conditions of stratified society. Thus, 
neither Waldo Emerson nor Thoreau, in their day, could ever have been referred to, either in admiration or in 
disparagement, as “an intellectual.”

In 1822, after a residence of one year in Illinois, John Woods
wrote, “I have not seen one Indian.” Passage of the Indian Removal
Act in 1830 further decreased the likelihood that a traveler in
the interior would encounter any Indian: by 1838 only 26,700
Indians remained resident east of the Mississippi. Travelers who
entered the interior after 1830 had seen more Indians immobilized
in murals and marble in the United States Capitol than they would
see in the flesh on the landscape of the interior, and they had
read more ornate metaphors spoken by Indians on the pages of James
Fenimore Cooper’s novels than they would hear syllables uttered by
Indians. Fully aware, however, that their worldwide reading
audience expected descriptions of so famous a North American fact
as its Indian population, travelers wrote in answer to that
expectation — and if they were writing as much about Horatio
Greenough’s sculpted Indians as about any real persons, they could
nonetheless cling to the peculiar confidence that arises from
presuming that their subjects were unlikely ever to hear of what
travelers said or wrote about them.
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 In Ireland the “White-boys,” who had been active in 1761 until suppressed, were again committing outrages 
(they got this name from wearing their shirts over rather than under their coats, Madonna-style). A 
Constabulary Act established county police forces and a salaried Magistracy.

 Richard Henry Dana, Sr. ceased publishing the Idle Man with the issue containing a  story “Paul Felton” which 
had become controversial.

 Francis Cabot Lowell of Boston decided that if money could be made by the creation of many small mills at 
many small waterpower sites, money could also be made by the creation of a huge complex of mills at a site 
at which large amounts of water power were available. He chose a little farming town on the Merrimack River 
where there was a falls, and named the new manufacturing town after himself: Lowell MA. Patrick Tracy 
Jackson, his brother-in-law, set up the Boston Manufacturing Company to establish first the factory system of 
Lowell, and later the factory system of Lawrence MA. White girls from the countryside who did not succeed 
in attracting husbands were offered an opportunity to live in company boarding houses and work long hours 
at low wages at the most uninspiring labor, and both their physical well-being and their moral character would 
be nurtured by the employer. Later, in 1861, Anthony Trollope would visit from England and observe this 
system but, wherever he derived his version of reality, he would not derive it from the women who lived in 
these dormitories and filled their lives with these factories:

The key thing here is that these were young white women. Because they were young and white, and unattached 
to a mature white man, they had the capability of harming the white race and therefore they commanded this 
special treatment. Free non-white women, such as red women, commanded a different sort of treatment. In 
this same year of 1822 plans were being laid in our nation’s capital for a different sort of institution, funded 
in a different manner, in implementation of a policy of genocide. We need to bear in mind that while 
intermarriage of a white woman and a red man was at that time unthinkable, a white man could “marry” a red 
woman. We have a record, in an article in the North American Review in 1826, that the popular expectation 
at that time was that in copulating the white male with the red female, the dominant and superior would 
naturally assert itself and “the red skin will become white” without residual taint of impurity. In fact, this 
appropriative miscegenation had been one of the tactics deliberately selected by our federal government in its 
attempts to eliminate at least this portion of the American race problem, by the elimination of this American 
race. 

Girls from the country, with a true Yankee spirit of
independence, and confident in their own powers, pass
a few years here, and then return to get married with
a dower secured by their exertions.

Trollope, Anthony. NORTH AMERICA, 1862.
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“The Whites, by law of conquest, by justice of
civilization, are masters of the American continent,
and the best safety of the frontier settlers will be
secured by the total annihilation of the few remaining
Indians.”
    — L. Frank Baum, author of the OZ books

The Reverend Jedediah Morse’s A REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR OF THE US ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
COMPRISING A TOUR PERFORMED IN THE SUMMER OF 1820, UNDER A COMMISSION FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING, FOR THE USE OF THE GOVERNMENT, THE ACTUAL 
STATE OF THE INDIAN TRIBES IN OUR COUNTRY (New-Haven CT: Printed by S. Converse, 1822; reprinted by 
Scholarly Press of St. Clair Shores, Michigan in 1972). The subtitle explains a continental tour which the 
author had made in 1820. Since his statistics were collected for our War Department, which was interested to 
evaluate potential war opponents in terms of their fighting effectiveness, the good reverend carefully 
estimated all tribal and regional population levels. The report was that the total native population was in the 
range of 450,000-500,000, with some 7,500 red skins remaining in New England together with the state of 
New York, some 65,000 red skins in the southeastern states, some 30,000 red skins around the upper Great 
Lakes with an additional 20,000 in the Illinois/Indiana/Ohio locale — and the remaining estimated 350,000 
red skins to the west of the Mississippi River. 

What to do about this? The Reverend suggested that an adequate genocide could be arranged merely through 
the taking of native American women as consorts for white men — and there is no evidence in the history of 

Mr. Trust Me,

Ambassador
the White Man’s
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actions of the US Department of War that his counsel went unheeded:

(We may note in passing, also, how regrettably compatible this genocidal approach of the Army brass was 
with the general lack of protection afforded to the non-white women of that era. If any white man had been 
knocking up any of these white girls being kept in their dormitories in the factory system of Lowell, 
Massachusetts, there would have been hell to pay; however, if white Army privates were to gang-rape 
a squaw, or, for that matter, a little red girl, certainly they could not be censured. No Native American would 
be permitted to testify and there would be no white male eye-witness present competent to testify against them 
in the white court except each other, all other white enlisted men and officers in the US Army would protect 
them as they would protect themselves –by lying and conspiracy even as male military officers, white and non-
white, now attempt to protect each other in cases such as our contemporary “Tailhook Convention” scandal– 
the morals and previous sexual experience of unprotected non-white females must at the very least have been 
in that age completely open to challenge and surmise, and –anyway– the US soldiers were merely spreading 
their superior white blood through an inferior population which could but be improved by such attentions. 
Where the sperm was passed by superior force, it could only have been considered to have been that much 
more likely that the dominant white blood would assert itself over the subdominant red blood, and could only 
have been considered to have been that much more likely that the subdominant race would be benefited.9)

9. This will help you understand how it was that Captain Seth Eastman would not be disciplined when, at Fort Snelling in 1833, he 
would take a local native mistress and sire upon her a daughter. –It was in fact part of the US military’s objective for the region that 
such matters be accomplished.

While Indians remain in their present state, the minds
of civilized people must revolt at the idea of
intermarrying with them.... It is essential to the
success of the project of the Government, that the
female character among our native tribes, be raised
from its present degraded state, to its proper rank and
influence. This should be the primary object with the
instructors of Indians.... Thus educated, and the
marriage institution, in its purity, introduced, the
principal obstacles to intermarriage with them would
be removed....

Jedediah Morse’s A REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR of 1822.
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 Sir Walter Scott’s THE PIRATE.

He accessed the tradition that William Goffe headed the citizens of Hadley, Massachusetts in repelling an 
attack by Native Americans in his PEVERIL OF THE PEAK.

PIRATES

REGICIDE
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 US naval forces put ashore on the northwest coast of Cuba to burn a pirate station.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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 Thomas Hood’s and John Hamilton Reynolds’s GIL BLAS.
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 Jean-François Champollion announced, in a letter to Monsieur Dacier, that he (and Thomas Young) had 
deciphered a panel on a stone which had been discovered in Rosetta, Egypt in 1799.
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 Fanny Wright had become something of a disciple of Jeremy Bentham. She outlined her materialistic and 
individualistic philosophy in A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS: BEING THE TRANSLATION OF A GREEK MANUSCRIPT 
DISCOVERED IN HERCULANEUM, a radical deist novel published in London and purporting to portray the life 
of a disciple of Epicurus:

The West was hospitable to every new creed or social experiment,
while its practical necessities furnished the severest test of
values. One after another the pilgrims had come, — French
colonists of the Scioto and the Miami when the nation was
founded; George Rapp, the shoemaker of Würtemberg, with his
company of “Harmonists”; Robert Owen and his New Harmonists in
1823; and Fanny Wright (1825), who colonized free negroes on two
thousand acres in Tennessee to prove them capable of
civilization. The only experiment that failed through
persecution was that of Fanny Wright to help the victim race.
The others failed by reason of the actual conditions of the West.
But remnants of all of them had found some nest in Cincinnati....
I there read for the first time Fanny Wright’s book, A FEW DAYS
IN ATHENS, and some of the addresses which charmed large audiences
in Cincinnati. Many a time have I joined in the pilgrimage to
her tomb in the cemetery near Cincinnati.

 In London, if you have an edifice complex: St. Pancras New Church on Euston Road was erected in Greek 
Revival style.

In London, St. James’s Park was lit by gas.

In London, the Sunday Times began publication.

 The Reverend William Daniel Conybeare was one of the founders of the Bristol Philosophical Institution. 
His OUTLINES OF THE GEOLOGY OF ENGLAND AND WALES. He and William Phillips named the Carboniferous 
system, a period associated with coal deposits. This time period will also become known as the Mississippian 
and Pennsylvanian Periods in the United States.

A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS

“I kept it about me for years.” —Walt Whitman

AUTOBIOGRAPHY VOLUME II

BIOLOGY
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 Publication of the English translation of the first two volumes of Friedrich Wilhelm Karl Heinrich Alexander 
von Humboldt’s RELATION HISTORIQUE or PERSONAL NARRATIVE as the well-known radical Helen Maria 
Williams’s two-volume PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF TRAVELS TO THE EQUINOCTIAL REGIONS OF THE NEW 
CONTINENT DURING THE YEARS 1799-1804 (London: Longman et al., 1822). The first published volume of 
Humboldt’s narrative had appeared in French in 1814 and the second in 1819. (The third volume would appear 
in French in 1825 and he would destroy the fourth volume while still in manuscript.)

 Etienne Geoffroy published ANATOMICAL PHILOSOPHY, discussing similarities between skeletal structures –
such as bat wings, paws and hands– that support the evolutionary claims of Lamarck. 

 William Buckland published an account of how ancient hyenas lived and fed, based on their fossil remains. 
This is one of the first descriptions of living habits based on fossil evidence.

 William Buckland found a skeleton covered in ocher. Called the Red Lady, it will later be identified as a Cro-
Magnon (and as a male). 

 Omalius d’Halloy named the Cretaceous system, after massive chalk deposits. This time period will later be 
identified with the last dinosaurs and the first flowering plants.

 Shortly prior to his death, James Perkins donated his house at 13 Pearl Street in Boston to the Boston 
Athenæum.

 Noah Webster relocated once again to New Haven, Connecticut. There he would continue his dictionary work.

At about this point, in Suffield, Connecticut, the 1st marriage of Calvin Philleo, with Elizabeth Wheeler 
Philleo, produced a son, Calvin Wheeler Philleo. Calvin Wheeler Philleo would get married with Elizabeth 
Pease Norton (February 17, 1826-March 4, 1885) and would die on June 30, 1858 in Suffield.
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 Dr. Richard Harlan was appointed a physician in the Philadelphia Almshouse, where he would remain in 
practice until he would decide, in 1838, to relocate to France.

A Colored Orphan Asylum was created in Philadelphia. Of course, no such faculty would be needed in 
Boston.10

A student of Dr. Joseph Parrish, Samuel George Morton, graduated from the University of Pennsylvania. 
After earning an advanced degree from Edinburgh University in Scotland in 1823, he would begin the practice 
of medicine at Philadelphia in 1824. From 1839 to 1843, he would be the Professor of Anatomy at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

In Philadelphia, construction began on the foundations and walls of the Eastern State Penitentiary. William 
Strickland was fired from his job overseeing the construction and John Haviland, the architect who had 
created the design for the building, was hired to replace him.

 The steam engines that provided pressure to supply the city of Philadelphia with drinking water were 
superceded by a new gravity-flow system — simply because wood had become too expensive locally to be 
used as fuel for such pumps.

 During this year Charles Fourier’s TRAITÉ DE L’ASSOCIATION AGRICOLE DOMESTIQUE appeared in English as 
TREATISE ON DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

 At the end of the journal entries for this year, Waldo Emerson listed his recent readings in Oriental materials: 
“Zoroaster (?); Arabian Nights; Sir William Jones, To Narayena.”

 During this year in the pages of The Christian Disciple, Waldo Emerson’s 1st publication appeared.

10. In 1838 a mob of Philadelphians, persuaded that “nigger charity” was not different from throwing money away, would torch this 
orphanage. We don’t know whether Dr. Morton would have agreed with this sort of sentiment, but we do know that he supposed 
black people to be essentially and necessarily inferior to white people — and therefore somewhat less entitled to consideration.

INDIA
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 Publication of the 2d edition of Baron Joseph-Marie de Gérando’s HISTOIRE COMPARÉE DES SYSTÈMES DE 
PHILOSOPHIE, CONSIDÉRÉS RELATIVEMENT AUX PRINCIPES DES CONNAISSANCES HUMAINES, a 4-volume work that 
would be available in the library of Waldo Emerson to be studied by Henry Thoreau during September 1840. 
Thoreau would take note of a passage: “Plato gives science sublime counsels, directs her toward the regions 
of the ideal; Aristotle gives her positive and severe laws, and directs her toward a practical end.”

The Baron de Gérando had in 1819 opened at the law-school of Paris a class of public and administrative law. 
In this year his class was suppressed by the French government (but in 1828 under the Martignac ministry it 
would be allowed to resume).

SYSTÈMES DE PHILOSOPHIE I
SYSTÈMES DE PHILOSOPHIE II
SYSTÈMES DE PHILOSOPHIE III
SYSTÈMES DE PHILOSOPHIE IV
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 The recorded Quaker minister Mary Newhall, and friends Elizabeth Redman and Mary Rotch, were in the 
process of being disowned by the New Bedford Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, for 
espousal of  “advanced doctrines.”

Read about this “New Light” controversy:

Read about the impact this controversy would have on Waldo Emerson (according to his own evaluation):

About 35 of these “New Lights” were being disowned in Lynn,11 and almost that many in nearby Salem. 
Micah Ruggles and Lydia Dean were involved in this set of beliefs.

“Our hearts are filled
with many guests

— many beloveds.”

11. Lynn (maybe it was yet called Lynnfield) was less than an hour’s travel from Boston. From Burrill’s Hill there you can see the 
golden dome of the Massachusetts State House. 

THE “NEW LIGHTS”

FREDERICK B. TOLLES

ELIAS HICKS

Quaker Meeting for Worship
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Note that Thoreau and Emerson scholars, to date, have taken a simplistic attitude toward this history, 
presuming for one thing that in the Friendly struggle between Hicksites and Evangelicals, it was always the 
Hicksites who were disowned and the Evangelicals who stayed in possession of the Quaker logo when that is 
utterly inaccurate, and presuming, for another thing, that whenever there was a struggle with the Evangelicals 
in the Friends groups, those who were in opposition were Hicksites or Hicksite sympathizers when that is 
utterly simplistic. For instance, the “New Light” movement of Mary Newhall that began in about 1815 

 had not more sympathy for Hicksites than for Evangelicals, was affiliated with the “Irish Liberals,” 
and was a parallel within Quakerism of the group within the Congregational Church which had eventually split 
off as Unitarians. (The payoff for these simplistic attitudes is that the scholars get to pretend that the Hicksites 
were merely Unitarian-symps within Quaker groups, and thus dismiss the fundamental difference between the 
sort of “reformer” who goes for religious closure, like the Reverend Ralph Waldo Emerson or the Reverend 
Frederic Henry Hedge or Martin Luther, but merely for closure of a different stamp, and the sort of religious 
reformer, like Henry Thoreau or Elias Hicks or George Fox, who seeks to forestall any religious closure.)
Mary Newhall, Elizabeth Redman, and Mary Rotch, reformers of the “closure-seeking” variety and deadly 
opponents of the Hicksites (of whom they had no comprehension, because they did not know what it was to 
seek “non-closure” in matters of the spirit) as well as of the Evangelicals (in opposition to whom they defined 
themselves), became Unitarians and became friends (small f) of Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

To characterize their belief system, the historian has to explain that these “New Lights” opposed the 
Evangelicals within Quakerism who were tending to oversimplify the spiritual life by an escapism in which 
the old was automatically better than the new, the past better than the present, their model of religious doctrine 
being one of gradual deterioration with time, and has also to explain that what they had to offer in the place 
of these simplicitudes was merely an equal but opposite oversimplicitism according to which the new is 
automatically better than the old, because bright and new, and the future better than the present because after 
the present. Their simplistic model of religious doctrine was one of progressive revelation with time — a 
doctrine of evolutionary progress in religious attitudes similar to the sophomoronic attitude that a few deities 
are obviously better than a confused pagan mess of them, and one monotheistic deity obviously superior to a 
few (and no deity superior to one). What these people had to offer reduced to the message “Oh, that’s old-
fashioned now,” if one allows that they did deliver this doctrine with some wit and subtlety.

Friend Elias was responsive to the tribulation of these disowned Friends, but his basic attitude had already 
been expressed in a letter to Martha Aldrich on May 29, 1801:  neither memories of the past nor 
anticipations of the future should be allowed to distract us from the seriousness of our task of using “our own 
experience and judgment” in “living our daily experience in that injunction of our dear Lord.”

“The candle could not be
often put out,

unless it was also
often lighted,

which shows the mercy of God.”

Is it any wonder that this was the year in which Friend Elias had his first heart attack?

ELIAS HICKS
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 1822: In this year Edward H. Faucon left the Boston Latin School and went to sea.

 Lemuel Shaw, with few precedents to guide him, drew up a charter for Boston, which would stand until 1913. 
Boston transformed itself from a town into a city by adopting this new charter and proceeding to elect a mayor. 
Their 1st mayor would be John Phillips, Wendell Phillips’s father (Wendell himself was in this year graduating 
from the Boston Latin School.

 Cincinnati College appointed the Reverend Philander Chase as its president.

 By this year steamboats were able to negotiate even the strong currents along the shoreline of Maine, and to 
begin regularly scheduled passenger service out of Portland to the landings of nearby towns (in the era of the 
sailing “coaster” this had simply been unfeasible).

 When instructions were given that young ladies ought to have regular exercise, the sorts of exercise that were 
being recommended in this year seemed to approximate children’s activities, rather than approaching anything 
that today we would classify as a workout:

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 John Claudius Loudon’s AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDENING. (In the front and back strips of a semi-detached 
villa in Bayswater Loudon and his wife Jane Webb Loudon would be growing 2,000 species of plants. 
“The [florist] operatives of Paisley,” said Loudon, “taking them at large, exhibit a condition of improvement 
very rarely indeed, if at all, to be paralleled among persons of the same rank,” suggesting that “the rearing 
of flowers must tend to improve the genius for invention in elegant fancy muslins.”)

 The first stocking machine smuggled from England arrived in Ipswich, whose early residents had been 
farmers, fishermen, shipbuilders, and traders. Lace making had developed as a home industry, as would the 
making of stockings.

 The accordion, in its basic form, was patented in Berlin (early such devices commonly had ten buttons, no 
keys).

PLANTS
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 Much of the home lighting of the period was accomplished by means of patent lamps such as this one:

(One wonders if this was the sort of lamp that Thoreau would use in his shanty at Walden Pond.

 After an explosion at the Covent Garden theatre (fortunately not during a performance), its gas lighting was 
removed and the theatre returned for some time to the use of oil and candles.

 Boston, like Baltimore, acquired a “gasworks” to heat coal and produce vapors for distribution through pipes 
to the city’s “gaslights.” The gas would be stored and kept under pressure under a tank of riveted iron the 
bottom edge of which was immersed in a deep pool of water.

This 1822 painting by James Peale is entitled "Lamplight Portrait."
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 In the 1st effective use of multicolor printing, the Prang Art Company found a way to cut production costs by 
mass-printing Maine’s order for 50 multicolor militia flags on white silk cloth for $4 each, to match the state’s 
budget of $200.

(The design prepared by John Penniman of Boston appeared by applique on both sides. A neat job!)
The Austrian government ran a series of firearm tests. These revealed that the best flintlock muskets misfired 
once out of 62 firings while the worst misfired once out of 15 firings. The same tests showed that percussion 
rifles misfired only once out of 166 firings, were more reliable in a rainstorm, and caused fewer burns — still, 
European armies would not replace their flintlocks with percussion weapons for another 20 years (what had 
been good enough for Napoleon and Scharnhorst would be good enough for their successors).

Joshua Shaw patented a percussion cap.

 This was a year of great drought in Massachusetts. Walden Pond must have been being reduced many feet 
below its normal levels. Was the sandbar at the neck of the cove already exposed? There would not be another 
great drought like this in Massachusetts until 1963-1966.

 The Nicholsons (father and son) manufactured a thinner flute and adjusted its keys.

News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:12

• In printing press technology, William Church invented the mechanical typesetter and thus made 
possible the development of high-speed typecasting.

• Two early events in the development of photography: Louis-Jacques-Mandé Daguerre, a scenic 
painter, became a co-proprietor of the Diorama in Paris, where immense paintings were created and 
displayed in illustration of famous places and historic scenes. Joseph-Nicephor Niépce produced 
the 1st photogravure etching, using a non-lens contact-printing “heliographic process.”

12.Gernsheim, H. and A. L.J.M. DAGUERRE: THE HISTORY OF THE DIORAMA AND THE DAGUERREOTYPE. London, 1956.

ELECTRIC
WALDEN
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• Charles Babbage of London began a (government-funded) project to build a 6-digit calculator using 
mechanical gear technology.

This “difference engine” was intended to compute the values of polynomial functions avoiding the 
need for laborious manual multiplication and division, by using the method of finite differences. 
Some parts he managed to complete still survive in the Museum of the History of Science in 
Oxford and at the Science Museum in London. This first effort was to have been composed of 
around 25,000 parts weighing in at 15 tons, and would have been 8 feet high, but the design was 
rethought and Babbage would stop work on this version to begin a 2d version.

“Historians of science have seen fit to ignore the 
history of the great discoveries in applied physics, 
engineering and computer science, where real 
scientific progress is nowadays to be found. Computer 
science in particular has changed and continues to 
change the face of the world more thoroughly and more 
drastically than did any of the great discoveries in 
theoretical physics.”

 — Nicholas Metropolis, “The Age of Computing:
 A Personal Memoir,” DAEDALUS, Winter 1992: 119-30
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(This was constructed after the fact out of some odds and ends
of parts, lying around in Babbage’s laboratory, to represent
one small component of the enormous geared calculator mechanism
that had never been completed.)
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 A petition was laid before the United States Congress to equip an expedition of two ships for the purpose of 
sailing up to a North Polar opening into the interior of the Earth, where would be found a habitable land.

[Walden quote on following screen]

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: Yet we should oftener look over the tafferel of our craft, like curious
passengers, and not make the voyage like stupid sailors picking oakum. The other
side of the globe is but the home of our correspondent. Our voyaging is only
great-circle sailing, and the doctors prescribe for diseases of the skin merely.
One hastens to Southern Africa to chase the giraffe; but surely that is not the
game he would be after. How long, pray, would a man hunt giraffes if he could?
Snipes and woodcocks also may afford rare sort; but I trust it would be nobler
game to shoot one’s self.–

“Direct your eye sight inward, and you’ll find
A thousand regions in your mind
Yet undiscovered. Travel them, and be
Expert in home-cosmography.”

What does Africa, –what does the West stand for? Is not our own interior white
on the chart? black though it may prove, like the coast, when discovered. Is it
the source of the Nile, or the Niger, or the Mississippi, or a North-West Passage
around this continent, that we would find? Are these the problems which most
concern mankind? Is Franklin the only man who is lost, that his wife should be
so earnest to find him? Does Mr. Grinnell know where he himself is? Be rather
the Mungo Park, the Lewis and Clarke and Frobisher, of your own streams and
oceans; explore your own higher latitudes, –with shiploads of preserved meats
to support you, if they be necessary; and pile the empty cans sky-high for a
sign. Were preserved meats invented to preserve meat merely? Nay, be a Columbus
to whole new continents and worlds within you, opening new channels, not of
trade, but of thought. Every man is the lord of a realm beside which the earthly
empire of the Czar is but a petty state, a hummock left by the ice. Yet some
can be patriotic who have no self-respect, and sacrifice the greater to the
less. They love the soil which makes their graves, but have no sympathy with
the spirit which may still animate their clay. Patriotism is a maggot in their
heads. What was the meaning of that South-Sea Exploring Expedition, with all
its parade and expense, but an indirect recognition of the fact, that there are
continents and seas in the moral world, to which every man is an isthmus or an
inlet, yet unexplored by him, but that it is easier to sail many thousand miles
through cold and storm and cannibals, in a government ship, with five hundred
men and boys to assist one, than it is to explore the private sea, the Atlantic
and Pacific Ocean of one’s being alone.–

“Erret, et extremos alter scrutetur Iberos.
Plus habet hic vitæ, plus habet ille viæ.”
Let them wander and scrutinize the outlandish Australians.
I have more of God, they more of the road.

It is not worth the while to go round the world to count the cats in Zanzibar.
Yet do this even till you can do better, and you may perhaps find some “Symmes’
Hole” by which to get at the inside at last. England and France, Spain and
Portugal, Gold Coast and Slave Coast, all front on this private sea; but no bark
from them has ventured out of sight of land, though it is without doubt the
direct way to India. If you would learn to speak all tongues and conform to the
customs of all nations, if you would travel farther than all travellers, be
naturalized in all climes, and cause the Sphinx to dash her head against a stone,
even obey the precept of the old philosopher, and Explore thyself. Herein are
demanded the eye and the nerve. Only the defeated and deserters go to the wars,
cowards that run away and enlist. Start now on that farthest western way, which
does not pause at the Mississippi or the Pacific, nor conduct toward a worn-out
China or Japan, but leads on direct a tangent to this sphere, summer and winter,
day and night, sun down, moon down, and at last earth down too.

SYMMES HOLELEWIS AND CLARK HENRY GRINNELL

HABINGTON
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This drawing was prepared by Simmes’s son Americus, and adds a touch of its own -- the son was going the father one better, as you can see, and hypothesizing that there was not just one, but a number, of worlds inside the world!
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By 1887 we would have a much better idea of what the north polar region amounted to — but we still wouldn’t 
have located this big hole:

1820 $141 $103.0

1821 $136 $90.6

1822 $141 $78.3

1823 $126 $83.6

1824 $116 $90.8

1825 $119 $106.5
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1826 $119 $100.7

1827 $120 $94.1

1828 $114 $91.4

1829 $112 $90.5

1830 $111 $87.2
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 In India, Rammohan Roy was starting the Mirat-ul-Akhbar, and starting his Anglo-Hindu School, and 
publishing BRIEF REMARKS ON ANCIENT FEMALE RIGHTS.

Krishna Pal died.
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The Initial Indian Convert to Christianity
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 The maw of Mount Vesuvius opened and it transited into its eruptive, non-quiescent condition, which phase 
typically obtains for this particular volcano for between half an year and just shy of 31 years.

Largest Scale Global Weather Oscillations around 1822

Southern
Oscillation

South Pacific 
current reversal

1814 strong warm El Niño strong

1815 absent cold La Niña

1816 absent cold La Niña

1817 moderate + warm El Niño moderate +

1818 absent cold La Niña

1819 moderate + warm El Niño moderate +

1820 absent cold La Niña

1821 moderate warm El Niño moderate

1822 absent cold La Niña

1823 absent cold La Niña

The southern ocean / atmosphere “seesaw” links to periodic 
Indonesian east monsoon droughts, Australian droughts, 
deficient Indian summer monsoons, and deficient 
Ethiopian monsoon rainfall causing weak annual Nile 
floods. This data is presented from Tables 6.2-6.3 of Quinn, 
William H. “A study of Southern Oscillation-related 
climatic activity for AD 622-1900 incorporating Nile River 
flood data,” pages 119-49 in Diaz, Henry F. and Vera 
Markgraf, eds. EL NIÑO: HISTORICAL AND PALEOCLIMATIC 
ASPECTS OF THE SOUTHERN OSCILLATION. Cambridge: 
Cambridge UP, 1992.

<200,000 BCE Eruptions began in a fold of the ocean floor between the island of Capri and Mt. Massico

x BCE eruption (Avellino pliniana)

ENSO

Trade winds do not blow and surface water of the South Pacific continues to warm in place. Rains, instead of getting dumped on Australia’s east coast, get dumped on South America’s west coast (etc).

Trade winds blow west across the South Pacific, shoving warm surface water toward Australia and tugging up along the west coast of South America cold, nutrient-laden waters from deep layers.
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25,000 BCE eruption (Codola pliniana)

17,000 BCE eruption (Sarno-Pomici Basali pliniana)

15,500 BCE eruption (Pomici Verdoline pliniana)

7,900 BCE eruption (Mercato pliniana)

5,960 BCE eruption, one of the largest known of Europe

3,580 BCE eruption (Avellino pliniana), one of the largest known of Europe

1,000 BCE eruption (subpliniana)

700 BCE eruption (subpliniana)

73 CE The escaped gladiator Spartacus was trapped for a time by the praetor Publius Claudius Pulcher 
on the barren wasteland of Mount Somma, the high ridge next to Mount Vesuvius, which at that 
time amounted to a wide, flat depression walled by rugged rocks coated over by wild vines. 
Spartacus would manage to escape this trap by stealth.

79 CE Explosion buried Pompeii and Stabiae under ashes and lapilli and buried Herculaneum under a 
mud flow (the pit left in the side of the cone by this explosion has long since disappeared).

203 CE explosive eruption

472 CE eruption (Pollena subpliniana)

512 CE eruption so severe Theodoric the Goth temporarily released inhabitants of slopes from taxation

685 CE strong eruption

787 CE grand eruption

968 CE strong eruption

991 CE eruption

999 CE strong eruption

1007 CE strong eruption

1036 CE a grand eruption followed by a long period of quiescence during which there would be forests
inside the crater, and three lakes there from which pasturing herds might drink

1139 CE explosive eruption

1500 CE strong eruption

December 16, 
1631CE

A devastating explosion after six months of gradually intensifying earthquakes marked a major 
change in the behavior of this volcano. From this point to the present the behavior would be char-
acterizable as stages of quiescence during which the volcano’s maw was obstructed, alternating 
with stages of eruption during which its maw would be almost continuously open. Recording of 
eruptions began, and it would be noted that the eruptive stages would be varying from 1/2 year to 
almost 31 years, while the quiescent stages would be varying from 1 1/2 years to 7 1/2 years.

1660 CE eruptive stage

1682 CE eruptive stage

1694 CE eruptive stage
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 The Moresby Treaty restricted the Zanzibar slave trade to within limits which excluded Iran and India as 
destinations.

 Taking his battle plans from the Book of Joshua, Denmark Vesey instructed his slave followers that in their 
attack on the city of Charleston they were to kill every white man, woman, and child they encountered, and 
that they would utterly raze this city in which the white masters had lived. Taking note, however, that the 
Jewish general had protected Rahab and her household, Vesey made specific exceptions for the few whites 
who were participants in the plotting. The original planned attack date, July 14th, and the next choice, June 
16th, were both the Christian Sabbath because Joshua’s victory at Jericho had occurred on the Jewish 
Sabbath.13 That holy day would cleanse this land of its iniquity.

1698 CE eruptive stage

1707 CE eruptive stage

1737 CE eruptive stage

1760 CE eruptive stage

1767 CE eruptive stage

1779 CE eruptive stage

1794 CE eruptive stage

1822 CE eruptive stage

September
1834 CE

eruptive stage witnessed by Thomas Carlyle’s brother Jack

1839 CE eruptive stage

1845 CE the local Mount Vesuvius volcano-watch station opened

1850 CE eruptive stage

1855 CE eruptive stage

1861 CE eruptive stage

1868 CE eruptive stage

1872 CE eruptive stage

1906 CE eruptive stage

1944 CE eruptive stage

May 11,
1964 CE

Mount Vesuvius signalled the beginning of a new eruptive stage
 (during such periods the vegetation on the slopes typically dies off due to poisonous gasses).

13. There has been nothing found in the excavations conducted at the Jericho site that would provide any sort of substantiation or 
corroboration for such a historical victory, either with or without trumpets and miracles. To all appearances this is a Biblical legend 
which was created more or less out of whole cloth many centuries after Joshua died and many centuries after Jericho had become 
a rubble hill in the desert.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

 Reinforced by the Red Sticks, the Seminole population black and red of Florida at this point stood at about 
5,000.

 In the border South, in a woods on a plantation, “Freddy” (Frederick Douglass), age about four, was meeting 
a little sister named Arianna, who was bringing to a total of six the number of Bailey children being raised by 
the grandmother Bet or already delivered by here into their lifetimes of servitude in this land of the free and 
home of the brave.

 Abraham Lincoln was able to attend school for a few months.

 More materials out of what is now referred to as “MOURT’S RELATION”, or A RELATION OR IOURNALL..., 
describing the initial experiences of the “Old Comers” at their Massachusetts Bay settlement of Plymouth, 
were reprinted, with notes, in 2 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COLLECTION.

 During the Greek war for independence from the Ottoman Empire, the residents of the island of Chios had 
been dilly-dallying, unable to make up their minds. When the Greek revolutionaries, and the government in 
Constantinople, both came to regard this wavering as an if-you’re-not-for-us-you-must-be-against-us 
betrayal, something like 20,000 of these islanders would during this year be hanged, butchered, starved, 
or tortured to death. Untold numbers more were raped, deported, or enslaved. Greek history books now use 
the term katastrofi to characterize these events of 1822.

 Dr. Josiah Bartlett was elected to Concord’s Social Club.

RACE SLAVERY
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 In Concord, beginning in this year, Cyrus Hubbard was a Selectman.

In Concord in this year, the Assessors were chosen separately from the Selectmen. Also, formation of a 
Concord Debating Society.

John Keyes was Concord’s deputy and representative to the Massachusetts General Court.

In Concord, Jonathan Hildreth became a Selectman. His home:
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The “Concord Light Infantry” militia formation of Concord was granted permission to expand its enlistment 
from 45 to 64.

The Concord Light Infantry is believed to be the oldest company
in the Commonwealth, excepting the Ancient and Honorable
Artillery. It was incorporated October 13, 1669, as “the Second
Troop of Horse in Middlesex.” Twenty-two of the original
petitioners belonged to Concord and 14 others to Billerica,
Chelmsford, Groton, Lancaster, and Sudbury. April 30, 1777, the
character was altered, and it was incorporated as the Concord
Light Infantry, and consisted of 39 members with liberty to
increase the number to 45. In 1822 liberty was granted to enlist
64. The Captains, since 1777, have successively been, Joseph
Hosmer, Samuel Jones, Roger Brown, James Colburn, Isaac Hoar,
John Buttrick, Jonas Buttrick, Nathan Wood, John Hayward,
Jonathan Buttrick, William Brown, Nehemiah Flint, John Brown,
Artemas Wheeler, Cyrus Hubbard, Edward Flint, Nehemiah Hunt,
Francis Jarvis, Jr., Nathan Barrett, and Asa Brooks. Of these,
James Colburn was promoted to the office of General in the
Brigade, Roger Brown, John Buttrick, and Jonas Buttrick to
Colonel, and John Hayward to Major.14

14. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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Dr. Grosvener Tarbell, who had relocated to Lincoln from Sturbridge in 1796, died.

Town Clerks of Lincoln15

Justices of the Peace of Carlisle 

Ephraim Flint 1746-1752, 1754, 1756-1757 Grosvenor Tarbell 1799-1803

Ebenezer Cutler 1753, 1755, 1759 Thomas Wheeler 1804-1806

Samuel Farrar 1758, 1760-1766 Elijah Fiske 1810-1821

John Adams 1767-1777 Stephen Patch 1822-1827

Abijah Pierce 1778-1779, 1781 Charles Wheeler 1828-1830

Samuel Hoar 1780, 1782, 1787-1798, 
1807-1809

Elijah Fiske 1831

Richard Russell 1783-1786

15. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne, 
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

Name Died Age

Jonathan Heald December 28, 1816 60

Nathaniel Hutchinson July 30, 1820 34

Asa Parlin October 8, 1822 68

Jonathan Heald, Jr.

John Heald

John Nelson
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 During this year and the two following ones it would be Othniel Dinsmore, hired from elsewhere, who would 
be the schoolmaster for Concord’s grammar students.

Two public school teachers from outside Concord, we learn, had been beating the students and allowing 
the older boys to terrorize the younger pupils. (Does that piece of information indicate that the “Abner 
Forbes” in the chart above prepared by Dr. Lemuel Shattuck in 1835, had been involved?) Therefore Squire 
Samuel Hoar, Dr. Abiel Heywood, Josiah Davis, Nathan Brooks, and Colonel William Whiting in this year 
had built a two-story structure on Academy Lane, at about the location at which Middle Street was eventually 
positioned, to begin there a private college-preparatory school, the Concord Academy.

The Academy, built in 1822, is 40 feet long, 30 wide, and 2
stories high. The grammar schoolhouse is of the same size, the
lower story being occupied as a school-room, and the upper one
as a masonic hall. It was built in place of one burnt December
31, 1819, and dedicated, with two other new ones, for primary
schools, September 7, 1820. In 1799, seven new school-houses,
one in each district, including the centre, were built at an
expense to the town of about $4,000.16

1785 Nathaniel Bridge 9 months 1812 Isaac Warren 1 year

1786 JOSEPH HUNT 2½ years 1813 JOHN BROWN 1 year

1788 William A. Barron 3 years 1814 Oliver Patten 1 year

1791 Amos Bancroft 1 year 1815 Stevens Everett 9 months

1792 Heber Chase 1 year 1815 Silas Holman 3 months

1793 WILLIAM JONES 1 year 1816 George F. Farley 1 year

1794 Samuel Thatcher 1 year 1817 James Howe 1 year

1795 JAMES TEMPLE 2 years 1818 Samuel Barrett 1 year

1797 Thomas O. Selfridge 1 year 1819 BENJAMIN BARRETT 1 year

1798 THOMAS WHITING 4 years 1820 Abner Forbes 2 years

1802 Levi Frisbie 1 year 1822 Othniel Dinsmore 3 years

1803 Silas Warren 4 years 1825 James Furbish 1 year

1807 Wyman Richardson 1 year 1826 EDWARD JARVIS 1 year

1808 Ralph Sanger 1 year 1827 Horatio Wood 1 year

1809 Benjamin Willard 1 year 1828 David J. Merrill 1 year

1810 Elijah F. Paige 1 year 1829 John Graham 1 year

1811 Simeon Putnam 1 year 1831 John Brown

16. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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We can compare and contrast the schooling which the Thoreau children would be receiving due to the careful 
concern of their mother Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau and father John Thoreau, Senior in a town near Boston on 
this side the ocean with the lack of concern for such things in another family of the period in a similar town 
near London as well as in a similar family financial circumstance. Here is how Charles Dickens, in 1845 or 
1846, would be describing his plight in this Year of Our Lord 1822 after having been yanked from the William 
Giles schoolroom in the dock town of Chatham at the age of approximately ten:

[I]n the ease of his [father John Dickens’s] temper, and the
straitness of his means, he appeared to have utterly lost at
this time the idea of educating me at all, and to have utterly
put from him the notion that I had any claim upon him in that
regard, whatever. So I degenerated into cleaning his boots of a
morning, and my own; and making myself useful in the work of the
little house [on Bayham Street in Camden Town]; and looking
after my younger brothers and sisters (we were now six in all);
and going on such poor errands as arose out of our poor way of
living.

EDUCATION.— Many of the original inhabitants of Concord were well
educated in their native country; and, “to the end that learning
be not buried in the graves of the forefathers,” schools were
provided at an early period for the instruction of their
children. In 1647, towns of 50 families were required to have a
common school, and of 100 families, a grammar school. Concord
had the latter before 1680. An order was sent to this town,
requiring “a list of the names of those young persons within the
bounds of the town, and adjacent farms, who live from under
family government, who do not serve their parents or masters,
as children, apprentices, hired servants, or journeymen ought
to do, and usually did in our native country”; agreeably to a
law, that “all children and youth, under family government, be
taught to read perfectly the English tongue, have knowledge in
the capital laws, and be taught some orthodox catechism and that
they be brought up to some honest employment.” On the back of
this order is this return: “I have made dillygent inquiry
according to this warrant and find no defects to return. Simon
Davis, Constable. March 31, 1680.” During the 30 years
subsequent to this period, which I [Dr. Lemuel Shattuck] have
denominated the dark age in Massachusetts, few towns escaped a
fine for neglecting the wholesome laws for the promotion of
education. Though it does not appear that Concord was fined, a
committee was appointed in 1692, to petition the General Court,
“to ease us in the law relating to the grammar school-master,”
or to procure one “with prudence for the benefit of learning,
and saving the town from fine.” From that time, however, this
school was constantly maintained. For several years subsequent
to 1700, no appropriations were made to any other school. In
1701, grammar scholars paid 4d. and reading scholars 2d. per
week towards its support; and from that time to 1712, from £20
to £30 were annually raised. In 1715, it was kept one quarter,
in different parts of the town, for £40. The next year £50 were
raised for schools; £35 for the centre, and £5 for each of the
other three divisions. In 1722, Timothy Minott agreed to keep
the school, for ten years, at £45 per year. In 1732, £50 were
raised for the centre and £30 for the “out-schools”; and each
schoolmaster was obliged to teach the scholars to read, write,
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and cipher, — all to be free. In 1740, £40 for the centre, and
£80 for the others. These grants were in the currency of the
times. In 1754, £40 lawful money were granted, £25 of which were
for the centre. Teachers in the out-schools usually received 1s.
per day for their services. The grammar-school was substituted
for all others in 1767, and kept 12 weeks in the centre, and 6
weeks each, in 6 other parts, or “school societies” of the town.
There were then 6 schoolhouses, 2 of which were in the present
[1835] limits of Carlisle, and the others near where Nos. 1, 2,
4, and 6, now [1835] stand. This system of a moving school, as
it was termed, was not, however, continued many years. In 1774
the school money was first divided in proportion to the polls
and estates.
The districts were regulated, in 1781, nearly as they now [1835]
are. The town raised £120, in 1784, for the support of schools,
and voted, that “one sixteenth part of the money the several
societies in the out-parts of the town pay towards this sum,
should be taken and added to the pay of the middle society for
the support of the grammar-school; and the out-parts to have the
remainder to be spent in schools only.” This method of dividing
the school-money was continued till 1817, when the town voted,
that it should be distributed to each district, including the
centre, according to its proportion of the town taxes.
The appropriations for schools from 1781 to 1783, was £100; from
1784 to 1792, £125; 1793, £145; 1794 and 1795, £200; 1796 to
1801, £250; 1802 to 1806, $1,000; 1807 to 1810, $1,300; 1811,
$1,600; 1812 to 1816, $1,300; 1817 and since, $1,400. There are
7 districts, among which the money, including the Cuming’s
donation, has been divided, at different periods, as follows.
The last column contains the new division as permanently fixed
in 1831. The town then determined the amount that should be paid
annually to each district, in the following proportions. The
whole school-money being divided into 100 parts, district, No.
1, is to have 52½ of those parts, or $761.25 out of $1,550;
district, No. 2, 75/8 parts; district, No. 3, 8¼ parts; district,
No. 4, 85/8 parts; district, No. 5, 8¼ parts; district, No. 6,
71/8 parts; district No. 7, 7

1/8 parts; and to individuals who
pay their money in Lincoln and Acton, ½ a part.
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At the erection of new school-houses in 1799, the first school
committee was chosen, consisting of the Rev. Ezra Ripley, Abiel
Heywood, Esq., Deacon John White, Dr. Joseph Hunt, and Deacon
George Minott. On their recommendation, the town adopted a
uniform system of school regulations, which are distinguished
for enlightened views of education, and which, by being
generally followed since, under some modification, have rendered
our schools among our greatest blessings.
The amount paid for private schools, including the Academy, was
estimated, in 1830, at $600, making the annual expenditure for
education $2,050. Few towns provide more ample means for
acquiring a cheap and competent education. I [Dr. Lemuel
Shattuck] have subjoined the names of the teachers of the
grammar-school since the Revolution, — the year usually
beginning in September.

District. Old Names. 1801. 1811. 1821. 1830. 1832.

No. 1. Central $382.92 $791.48 $646.15 $789.18 $761.25

No. 2. East 95.28 155.45 160.26 109.69 110.56¼

No. 3. Corner 68.49 135.48 142.48 117.00 119.62-½

No. 4. Darby 70.53 130.69 123.10 138.23 125.06¼

No. 5. Barrett 107.29 163.51 145.89 125.11 119.62¼

No. 6. Groton Road 64.63 105.41 93.55 79.16 103.31¼

No. 7. Buttrick 67.64 126.68 114.16 84.77 103.31¼

Individuals 22.22 41.30 24.41 6.86 7.25

$884.00 1,650.00 1,450.00 1,450.00 1,450.00
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The Concord Academy was established, in 1822, by several
gentlemen, who were desirous of providing means for educating
their own children and others more thoroughly than they could
be at the grammar-school (attended, as it usually is, by a large
number of scholars) or by sending them abroad. A neat,
commodious building was erected, in a pleasant part of the town,
by the proprietors, consisting of the Hon. Samuel Hoar, the Hon.
Abiel Heywood, and Mr. Josiah Davis, who own a quarter each, and
the Hon. Nathan Brooks and Colonel William Whiting, who own an
eighth each. Their intention has always been to make the school
equal to any other similar one. It was opened in September, 1823,
under the instruction of Mr. George Folsom, who kept it two
years. He was succeeded by Mr. Josiah Barnes and Mr. Richard
Hildreth, each one year.
Mr. Phineas Allen, son of Mr. Phineas Allen of Medfield, who was
born October 15, 1801, and graduated at Harvard College in 1825,
has been the preceptor since September, 1827.17

1785 Nathaniel Bridge 9 months 1812 Isaac Warren 1 year

1786 JOSEPH HUNT 2½ years 1813 JOHN BROWN 1 year

1788 William A. Barron 3 years 1814 Oliver Patten 1 year

1791 Amos Bancroft 1 year 1815 Stevens Everett 9 months

1792 Heber Chase 1 year 1815 Silas Holman 3 months

1793 WILLIAM JONES 1 year 1816 George F. Farley 1 year

1794 Samuel Thatcher 1 year 1817 James Howe 1 year

1795 JAMES TEMPLE 2 years 1818 Samuel Barrett 1 year

1797 Thomas O. Selfridge 1 year 1819 BENJAMIN BARRETT 1 year

1798 THOMAS WHITING 4 years 1820 Abner Forbes 2 years

1802 Levi Frisbie 1 year 1822 Othniel Dinsmore 3 years

1803 Silas Warren 4 years 1825 James Furbish 1 year

1807 Wyman Richardson 1 year 1826 EDWARD JARVIS 1 year

1808 Ralph Sanger 1 year 1827 Horatio Wood 1 year

1809 Benjamin Willard 1 year 1828 David J. Merrill 1 year

1810 Elijah F. Paige 1 year 1829 John Graham 1 year

1811 Simeon Putnam 1 year 1831 John Brown

17. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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And this was before his father John Dickens would fall into the Marshalsea debtors’ prison south of the river 
Thames, and before Charles himself would be allowed by his father and mother to fall into the child labor of 
the Warren’s shoe-blacking factory off the Strand! It would not be until the author had reached 48 years of age, 
in his GREAT EXPECTATIONS, that he would be able to purge himself of the memories of the helpless child of 
this period, who had been so victimized by fecklessly improvident loving incompetent parents.

1822/1823 was David Henry Thoreau’s year five. The Thoreaus moved to Chelmsford MA. Little David 
Henry first went to infant school while they were living there.

Later on in life, in 1851, Thoreau would write about being deprived, during this period, of “interesting books”:

When I was young and compelled to pass my Sundays in the house
without the aid of interesting books, I used to spend many an
hour till the wished-for sundown, watching the martins soar,
from an attic window; and fortunate indeed did I deem myself
when a hawk appeared in the heavens, though far toward the
horizon against a downy cloud, and I searched for hours till I
had found his mate. They, at least, took my thoughts from earthly
things.
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Per Professor Walter Roy Harding’s THE DAYS OF HENRY THOREAU (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966):

 A prisoner was hanged for murder, and one for highway robbery, in Boston. In about this year, the Reverend 
Samuel Joseph May, brother of Abba Alcott, since he believed it was wrong to kill, refused even to participate 
in killing to the extent of administering “last rites” to a prisoner being hanged.

 Boston discontinued its town meetings. Above a certain size, without electronics, this sort of thing just cannot 
be made to function. (Notice that I said “without electronics”: in the present era, the only thing which would 
prevent a city the size of Boston from re-instituting self-government by town meeting would be the 
institutional inertia of a century and a half of city management.)

 Louis Lauriat relocated to Boston.

 English Jews were granted permission to practice the retail trades.

 A seaman recognized his father’s ship, the Fame, by an inverted image in the air, although he subsequently 
learned that his father had been at thirty miles distance, which is to say, seventeen miles beyond the horizon 
that the son had been able to discern by the use of ordinary optical vision. (Such experiences of “looming” 
were, in that period, inexplicable and mysterious. Only later would we learn how temperature inversions in 
layers of air can cause the refraction of distant images.)

“A Review From Professor Ross’s Seminar”

WALTER HARDING’S BIOGRAPHY
Chapter 1 (1817-1823) -Downing gives a cursory account of the Thoreau and Dunbar
heritage and more fully traces the nature and movement of the Thoreau family in
the first five years of Henry’s life.

Thoreau’s father, John, while intellectual, “lived quietly, peacefully and
contentedly in the shadow of his wife,” Mrs. Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, who was dynamic
and outspoken with a strong love for nature and compassion for the downtrodden.

• 1st Helen -quiet, retiring, eventually a teacher. 
• 2nd John Jr. -“his father turned inside out,” personable, interested in ornithology, also taught. 
• 3rd Henry (born July 12,1817) -speculative but not noticeably precocious. 
• 4th Sophia -independent, talkative, ultimately took over father’s business and edited Henry’s posthumous 

publications.

The Thoreau’s constantly struggled with debt, and in 1818 John Sr. gave up his farm
outside Concord and moved into town. Later the same year he moved his family to
Chelmsford where he opened a shop which soon failed and sent him packing to Boston
to teach school.

(Robert L. Lace, January-March 1986)

THE ALCOTT FAMILY
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 A death mask had been made when Thomas Paine had died in 1809. At this point William Cobbett even made 
a particularly gruesome “grave mask” off the decomposed corpse.

 A Catholic graduated from Harvard College, the very first one to do so: the Reverend George F. Haskins, who 
would in 1851 found the “House of the Angel Guardian,” at 85 Vernon Street in the Highlands district of 
Roxbury, the 1st Catholic reform school in New England (amounting to America’s 1st “Boys Town”).

The first printed Harvard classbook. At the Divinity School, the following gentlemen commenced their 
studies:

George Smith
George Tyng
Nathanael Gage
Samuel Presbury (Brown University)

(In early years of this Divinity School, there were no formal class graduations as students would be in the habit 
of studying there for varying periods until they obtained an appropriate offer to enter a pulpit.)

 When Moses Lopez, the last Jew in Newport, Rhode Island moved to New-York, care of the Touro Synagogue 
was taken over by Nathan H. Gould, a Christian.18 The ownership of the synagogue would devolve on the 
Shearith Israel Congregation in New-York. Abraham Touro died, bequeathing important sums of money for 
the maintenance of the abandoned synagogue structure “left to the bats and moles and to the occasional 
invasion, through its porches and windows, of boys who took pleasure in examining the furniture scattered 
about,” at which his father had once officiated while there had still been Jews living in the vicinity.

(The synagogue would later benefit also by a much larger bequest for its upkeep, $10,000, sent by Judah 
Touro, another son of the former rabbi, who would accumulate a fortune in New Orleans.)

18. I don’t know what relation Nathan H. Gould was to Stephen Wanton Gould, but it is likely that they were related, not only 
because of the similarity in names but also because Moses Lopez and Stephen Wanton Gould were close friends. The Newport 
government roster for 1856 would list William C. Thurston, a carpenter who lived at 8 Cross Street, as “Keeper of Jews’ 
Synagogue.”
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 During about this period, Tristam Brugiss granted to the hermit Robert Voorhis permission to use a small plot 
of land two miles from Providence Bridge, and take up his solitary existence again “in a thick pine grove, 
which threw its luxurious foliage over the brow of Arnold’s Hill,” a few rods east of the Seekonk River on the 
very border but within the state of Massachusetts rather than within the state of Rhode Island.

HERMITS
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 Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse visited Rhode Island.

In Providence, the original College Edifice of 1770, which is on the left in the depiction below, was in this 
year being supplemented by the Hope College structure on the right:

(It would not be accurate, to suspect that Hope College was so named as a truncation of the wish, “I hope they 
get around to paving Angell Street and Prospect Street sometime soon!”)

Here is a 20th-Century postcard, showing the iron fence which did not yet exist, and Manning Hall, which 
would be put between the two brick buildings in 1834:

 In Rhode Island, it was decided to emulate the Connecticut decision of 1818, and so the free black citizens of 
that state would likewise no longer be allowed to cast ballots:

While most black Rhode Islanders were free after 1807,
they remained victims of prejudice and oppression in
every sphere of life. They were segregated in the
churches, kept out of the public schools, denied
employment in the textile mills, and, finally, in 1822,
denied the right to vote.

— William McLoughlin, RHODE ISLAND: A HISTORY

DR. BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE

BROWN UNIVERSITY
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(NY: Norton, 1978)

 Presumably, by this time, America’s first gas streetlights had been installed along Pelham Street in Newport, 
Rhode Island — assuming that that city is being truthful in its claim that it was the first city in the United States 
of America to install such gas streetlights.

 The Builders Iron Foundry was established in West Warwick, Rhode Island.

 Barzillai Lew died, leaving his Pawtucketville, Massachusetts farm to his sons Zadock Lew and Zimri Lew.
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 In this year Isabella (Sojourner Truth) would have been approximately 25 years old, and possibly it was at 
about this time that she was giving birth to and nurturing her “James” who would not live to adulthood, 
and approximately at this time she would have been reaching her full adult stature:

Table of Altitudes

Yoda 2 ' 0 ''

Lavinia Warren 2 ' 8 ''

Tom Thumb, Jr. 3 ' 4 ''

Lucy (Australopithecus Afarensis) 3 ' 8 ''

 Hervé Villechaize (“Fantasy Island”) 3 ' 11''

Charles Proteus Steinmetz 4 ' 0 ''

Mary Moody Emerson per FBS (1) 4 ' 3 ''

Alexander Pope 4 ' 6 ''

Benjamin Lay 4 ' 7 ''

Dr. Ruth Westheimer 4 ' 7 ''

Gary Coleman (“Arnold Jackson”) 4 ' 8 ''

Edith Piaf 4 ' 8 ''

Queen Victoria with osteoporosis 4 ' 8 ''

Linda Hunt 4 ' 9 ''

Queen Victoria as adult 4 ' 10 ''

Mother Teresa 4 ' 10 ''

Margaret Mitchell 4 ' 10 ''

length of newer military musket 4 ' 10''

Charlotte Brontë 4 ' 10-11''

Tammy Faye Bakker 4 ' 11''

Soviet gymnast Olga Korbut 4 ' 11''

jockey Willie Shoemaker 4 ' 11''

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec 4 ' 11''

Joan of Arc 4 ' 11''

Bonnie Parker of “Bonnie & Clyde” 4 ' 11''

Harriet Beecher Stowe 4 ' 11''

Laura Ingalls Wilder 4 ' 11''

a rather tall adult Pygmy male 4 ' 11''

Gloria Swanson 4 ' 11''1/2

Clara Barton 5 ' 0 ''

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 5 ' 0 ''

Andrew Carnegie 5 ' 0 ''

Thomas de Quincey 5 ' 0 ''

Stephen A. Douglas 5 ' 0 ''

Danny DeVito 5 ' 0 ''

Immanuel Kant 5 ' 0 ''

William Wilberforce 5 ' 0 ''

Yoda, of Lucas’s "Star Wars" movies.

"The Jacksons" TV sitcom: Gary Coleman played Arnold Jackson on the TV sitcom "The Jacksons." He grew his last inch at age 26. He ran for governor of California against another Arnold, last name "Schwarzeneger."

Most male Pygmy adults and virtually all female Pygmy adults would be considerably shorter than this.
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Dollie Parton 5 ' 0 ''

Mae West 5 ' 0 ''

Pia Zadora 5 ' 0 ''

Deng Xiaoping 5 ' 0 ''

Dred Scott 5 ' 0 '' (±)

Captain William Bligh of HMS Bounty 5 ' 0 '' (±)

Harriet Tubman 5 ' 0 '' (±)

Mary Moody Emerson per FBS (2) 5 ' 0 '' (±)

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island 5 ' 0 '' (+)

John Keats 5 ' 3/4 ''

Debbie Reynolds (Carrie Fisher’s mother) 5 ' 1 ''

Princess Leia (Carrie Fisher) 5 ' 1 ''

Bette Midler 5 ' 1 ''

Dudley Moore 5 ' 2 ''

Paul Simon (of Simon & Garfunkel) 5 ' 2 ''

Honore de Balzac 5 ' 2 ''

Sally Field 5 ' 2 ''

Jemmy Button 5 ' 2 ''

Margaret Mead 5 ' 2 ''

R. Buckminster “Bucky” Fuller 5 ' 2 ''

Yuri Gagarin the astronaut 5 ' 2 ''

William Walker 5 ' 2 ''

Horatio Alger, Jr. 5 ' 2 ''

length of older military musket 5 ' 2 ''

the artist formerly known as Prince 5 ' 21/2''

typical female of Thoreau's period 5 ' 21/2''

Francis of Assisi 5 ' 3 ''

Voltaire 5 ' 3 ''

Mohandas Gandhi 5 ' 3 ''

Sammy Davis, Jr. 5 ' 3 ''

Kahlil Gibran 5 ' 3 ''

Friend Daniel Ricketson 5 ' 3 ''

The Reverend Gilbert White 5 ' 3 ''

Nikita Khrushchev 5 ' 3 ''

Sammy Davis, Jr. 5 ' 3 ''

Truman Capote 5 ' 3 ''

Kim Jong Il (North Korea) 5 ' 3 ''

Stephen A. “Little Giant” Douglas 5 ' 4 ''

Francisco Franco 5 ' 4 ''

President James Madison 5 ' 4 ''

Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili “Stalin” 5 ' 4 ''

The average American female of 1710 was five foot two, and the average American female of 1921 was five foot three. Our average altitude now is of course about five four and a half and should reach five seven by the year 2050.

His platform soles were 12 centimeters high. "Mr. Get Used To It" is dead now -- but not before the inimitable Rick Perry, while running for President, referred to him as "Kim Jong the Second."
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Alan Ladd 5 ' 4 ''

Pablo Picasso 5 ' 4 ''

Truman Capote 5 ' 4 ''

Queen Elizabeth 5 ' 4 ''

Ludwig van Beethoven 5 ' 4 ''

Typical Homo Erectus 5 ' 4 ''

typical Neanderthal adult male 5 ' 41/2''

Alan Ladd 5 ' 41/2''

comte de Buffon 5 ' 5 '' (-)

Captain Nathaniel Gordon 5 ' 5 ''

Charles Manson 5 ' 5 ''

Audie Murphy 5 ' 5 ''

Harry Houdini 5 ' 5 ''

Hung Hsiu-ch'üan 5 ' 5 ''

Marilyn Monroe 5 ' 51/2''

T.E. Lawrence “of Arabia” 5 ' 51/2''

average runaway male American slave 5 ' 5-6 ''

Charles Dickens 5 ' 6? ''

President Benjamin Harrison 5 ' 6 ''

President Martin Van Buren 5 ' 6 ''

James Smithson 5 ' 6 ''

Louisa May Alcott 5 ' 6 ''

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 5 ' 61/2''

Napoleon Bonaparte 5 ' 61/2''

Emily Brontë 5 ' 6-7 ''

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 5 ' ? ''

average height, seaman of 1812 5 ' 6.85 ''

Oliver Reed Smoot, Jr. 5 ' 7 ''

minimum height, British soldier 5 ' 7 ''

President John Adams 5 ' 7 ''

President John Quincy Adams 5 ' 7 ''

President William McKinley 5 ' 7 ''

“Charley” Parkhurst (a female) 5 ' 7 ''

Ulysses S. Grant 5 ' 7 ''

Henry Thoreau 5 ' 7 ''

the average male of Thoreau's period 5 ' 71/2 ''

Edgar Allan Poe 5 ' 8 ''

President Ulysses S. Grant 5 ' 8 ''

President William H. Harrison 5 ' 8 ''

President James Polk 5 ' 8 ''

President Zachary Taylor 5 ' 8 ''

He wasn’t just short, he was ugly too.

Oliver R. Smoot was utilized, while a student at MIT in 1958, as the unit of measure for the Harvard Bridge. He later became Chair, American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and President, International Organization for Standardization (ISO) <http://www.sizes.com/units/smoot.htm>

The average American male of 1710 was five foot seven, and the average American male of 1921 was five foot eight. Our average altitude now is of course about five ten and we expect that Mr. Average will be a six-footer by the year 2050.
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average height, soldier of 1812 5 ' 8.35 ''

President Rutherford B. Hayes 5 ' 81/2''

President Millard Fillmore 5 ' 9 ''

President Harry S Truman 5 ' 9 ''

President Jimmy Carter 5 ' 91/2''

Herman Melville 5 ' 93/4''

Calvin Coolidge 5 ' 10''

Andrew Johnson 5 ' 10''

Theodore Roosevelt 5 ' 10''

Thomas Paine 5 ' 10''

Franklin Pierce 5 ' 10''

Abby May Alcott 5 ' 10''

Reverend Henry C. Wright 5 ' 10''

Nathaniel Hawthorne 5 ' 101/2''

Louis “Deerfoot” Bennett 5 ' 101/2''

Friend John Greenleaf Whittier 5 ' 101/2''

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 5 ' 101/2''

Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots 5 ' 11''

Sojourner Truth 5 ' 11''

President Grover Cleveland 5 ' 11''

President Herbert Hoover 5 ' 11''

President Woodrow Wilson 5 ' 11''

President Jefferson Davis 5 ' 11''

President Richard Milhous Nixon 5 ' 111/2''

Robert Voorhis the hermit of Rhode Island < 6 '

Frederick Douglass 6 ' (-)

Anthony Burns 6 ' 0 ''

Waldo Emerson 6 ' 0 ''

Joseph Smith, Jr. 6 ' 0 ''

David Walker 6 ' 0 ''

Sarah F. Wakefield 6 ' 0 ''

Thomas Wentworth Higginson 6 ' 0 ''

President James Buchanan 6 ' 0 ''

President Gerald R. Ford 6 ' 0 ''

President James Garfield 6 ' 0 ''

President Warren Harding 6 ' 0 ''

President John F. Kennedy 6 ' 0 ''

President James Monroe 6 ' 0 ''

President William H. Taft 6 ' 0 ''

President John Tyler 6 ' 0 ''

John Brown 6 ' 0 (+)''
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President Andrew Jackson 6 ' 1''

Alfred Russel Wallace 6 ' 1''

President Ronald Reagan 6 ' 1''

Venture Smith 6 ' 11/2''

John Camel Heenan 6 ' 2 ''

Crispus Attucks 6 ' 2 ''

President Chester A. Arthur 6 ' 2 ''

President George Bush, Senior 6 ' 2 ''

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 6 ' 2 ''

President George Washington 6 ' 2 ''

Gabriel Prosser 6 ' 2 ''

Dangerfield Newby 6 ' 2 ''

Charles Augustus Lindbergh 6 ' 2 ''

President Bill Clinton 6 ' 21/2''

President Thomas Jefferson 6 ' 21/2''

President Lyndon B. Johnson 6 ' 3 ''

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 6 ' 3 ''

Richard “King Dick” Seaver 6 ' 31/4''

President Abraham Lincoln 6 ' 4 ''

Marion Morrison (AKA John Wayne) 6 ' 4 ''

Elisha Reynolds Potter, Senior 6 ' 4 ''

Thomas Cholmondeley 6 ' 4 '' (?)

William Buckley 6 ' 4-7”

Franklin Benjamin Sanborn 6 ' 5 ''

Peter the Great of Russia 6 ' 7 ''

William “Dwarf Billy” Burley 6 ' 7 ''

Giovanni Battista Belzoni 6 ' 7 ''

Thomas Jefferson (the statue) 7 ' 6''

Jefferson Davis (the statue) 7 ' 7''

Martin Van Buren Bates 7 ' 111/2''

M. Bihin, a Belgian exhibited in Boston in 1840 8 '

Anna Haining Swan 8 ' 1''

This is an educated guess.

How’s the weather up there?
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 In extreme old age, Walt Whitman would reminisce for one last time about this period, and his free ramblings 
during his childhood in Old Brooklyn:

THE FERRY AT BROOKLYN PIER, NEW-YORK

“Memoranda”

It must have been in 1822 or ’3 that I first came to live in Brooklyn. Lived first in Front street, not far from what was then 
call’d “the New Ferry,” wending the river from the foot of Catharine (or Main) street to New York City. 

I was a little child (was born in 1819,) but tramp’d freely about the neighborhood and town, even then; was often on the 
aforesaid New Ferry; remember how I was petted and deadheaded by the gatekeepers and deckhands (all such fellows are 
kind to little children,) and remember the horses that seem’d to me so queer as they trudg’d around in the central houses of 
the boats, making the water-power. (For it was just on the eve of the steam-engine, which was soon after introduced [Page 
1283] on the ferries.) Edward Copeland (afterward Mayor) had a grocery store then at the corner of Front and Catharine 
streets. 

Presently we Whitmans all moved up to Tillary street, near Adams, where my father, who was a carpenter, built a house 
for himself and us all. It was from here I “assisted” the personal coming of Lafayette in 1824-5 to Brooklyn. He came over 
the Old Ferry, as the now Fulton Ferry (partly navigated quite up to that day by ‘horse boats,’ though the first steamer had 
begun to be used hereabouts) was then call’d, and was receiv’d at the foot of Fulton street. It was on that occasion that the 
corner-stone of the Apprentices’ Library, at the corner of Cranberry and Henry streets — since pull’d down — was laid by 
Lafayette’s own hands. Numerous children arrived on the grounds, of whom I was one, and were assisted by several 
gentlemen to safe spots to view the ceremony. Among others, Lafayette, also helping the children, took me up — I was five 
years old, press’d me a moment to his breast — gave me a kiss and set me down in a safe spot. Lafayette was at that time 
between sixty-five and seventy years of age, with a manly figure and a kind face.
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 Gutta percha first appeared in Europe. It would not become an article of commerce until 1844. This would be 
our first really plasticky material, and would be found useful in the manufacture of picture frames and snuff 
boxes and other small shaped items for the fabrication of which we now employ one or another of our 
commercial plastic feedstocks such as polyethylene, bakelite, etc.
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 The chronic alcoholic stupor and antics of the Vice President of the United States of America, the Honorable 
Daniel D. Tomkin, had been embarrassing the Senate –in which of course he was the presiding officer– and 
finally his colleagues prevailed upon him to just go the hell home, for the remainder of his term of office.

Thomas De Quincey’s CONFESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH OPIUM-EATER, which had appeared in the previous year 
in London Magazine, at this point was printed as a book.

He projected a work to be entitled CONFESSIONS OF A MURDERER (this would not materialize).

DOPERS
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 Construction began on New York’s Glens Falls Feeder Canal.

The Champlain Canal was completed as far as the village of Waterford.

Connecticut chartered the Farmington Canal Company.

The Maryland General Assembly authorized a Canal from Baltimore to the Conewago Falls of the 
Susquehanna River.

Benjamin Wright surveyed a route for a Blackstone Canal, between Worcester and Providence.

Geneva businessmen dissatisfied with the Seneca Lock Navigation Company’s plans issued a report 
advocating a Susquehanna and St. Lawrence Canal (but nothing would come of this).

 On the Erie Canal, the packet Myron Holley arrived in Bushnell’s Basin, south of Rochester. The town of 
Fairport was created on the site. Nathan Roberts was named to plan the Lockport section of the canal.

A dam was constructed on Schoharie Creek at Fort Hunter to create a slack water section where Erie Canal 
boats could be towed across the creek. Lock #20 was completed nearby. The canal was opened to Schenectady. 
The canal reached Palmyra. An aqueduct was built at Little Falls.

The Erie Canal’s Great Embankment was built, a mile in length and 70 feet high, to carry the canal over 
Rochester’s Irondequoit Valley. Construction on a new aqueduct across the Genesee River began. Grimsby 
sandstone quarried at the nearby village of Carthage was used. Mason William Morgan arrived to work on the 
aqueduct.
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 January: George Gordon, Lord Byron began Cantos XV-XVI of DON JUAN, “The Deformed Transformed.”

The “Pisan Circle” centering on Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley planned theatricals.  

In this timeframe Shelley was working on “Charles the First.”

 January: Sir Robert Peel became Home Secretary, in place of Viscount Sidmouth.

 January: Rajah Rammohan Roy was attempting to publish at his own expense a book of 256 pages, FINAL 
APPEAL, and the press, owned by English missionaries, was of course refusing to accept his business. “It was 
thought in some a sanction of error, for the missionaries to have allowed any of the printing for Rammohun 
Roy to be done at their press.” This would delay the rajah for a year, until he would be able to set up his own 
press.

 January: Nicholas Biddle succeeded Langdon Cheves as head of the Bank of the United States.

 January 1, Tuesday: At Piada, near the ancient city of Epidaurus, the National Assembly of Greece adopted a 
constitution. Corinth was named the provisional capital of Greece and Alexandros Mavrokordatos became 
nominal president.

Furthering the work of the African Institution, publication of Friend Luke Howard’s A WORD TO THE SONS OF 
AFRICA (London: Printed and sold by W. Phillips).

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 1st of 1 M 1822 / I enter the New Year with rather better 
feelings than I closed the old one, —— but I am yet poor & weak 

JANUARY
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& under various discouragements19

4th day 2nd of 1 M / This day recd a letter from Benj Dix which 
closes a concern between us of four years standing Namely - The 
settlement of the Estate of Asa Brooks on which I Administerd & 
he being Attorney to Matthew Brooks the buisness was transacted 
thro’ him, & while I have to acknowledge his gentleman like 
treatment in all [crossed out] respects, it was truly cordial 
to my feelings to find I have enjoyed his entire confidence & 
Approbation in a protracted settlement of four Years & now 
closed in harmony & good feelings on both Sides the question. —
- “his concluding clause in his letter dated 26 ult is this - 
As this letter will probably close our buisness respecting this 
estate, I cannot close without giving you, & your family my 
respect & esteem, & that your Son may be a Comfort to the Family 
& a blessing to society.”

 January 2, Wednesday: Der Kiffhauserberg, a romantische Oper by Heinrich August Marschner to words of 
Kotzebue, was performed for the initial time, in Zittau.

 January 4, Friday: The Brothers Grimm dated the forward to the 3d volume of their KINDER UND 
HAUSMARCHEN.

 January 5, Saturday: Mexico proclaimed the annexation of Central America.

 January 6, Sunday: William Jackman was baptized in Dittisham, Dartmouth, Devonshire.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 6th of 1 M / In the morning meeting David Buffum was 
engaged in a lively pertinent & good Testimmony, to the efficacy 

19. Stephen Wanton Gould Diary, 1815-1823: The Gould family papers are stored under control number 2033 at the Division of 
Rare and Manuscript Collections of Cornell University Library, Box 7 Folder 12 for August 24, 1815-September 25, 1823; also on 
microfilm, see Series 7

This silhouette of Stephen Wanton Gould exists in Box 14, Folder 7 in the special collections of Cornell Library. I also have it as a high-quality .tiff file.
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of the divine principle in Man, his opening was “Know ye not 
that Jesus Christ is in You except you are reprobates”, & I have 
no doubt the truth was renewedly estblished in many minds 
present. — In the Afternoon Father Rodman was concerned in a 
short tesatimony which I believe had its weight, but life was 
lower in my mind in the Afternoon than in the Morning. —

 January 7, Monday: 1st printing in the Hawaiian Islands.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 7t of 1 M 1822 / John has appeared to be very sick ever 
since last 6th day, we know not whither it one of his old turns 
of fever or whither it is the Measles
2nd day 7th of 1 M / It seems confirmed that John has the Measles 
as today there seems to be a considerable eruption on the skin 
but does not come out Kindly. —

 January 8, Tuesday: Still convinced that Portugal had not properly proved its claim, Richard Wylly 
Habersham, US District Attorney for Georgia, appealed the negrero Antelope case again, this time to the US 
Supreme Court.

Ramon Lopez Pelegrin replaced Francisco de Paula Escudero as Spain’s First Secretary of State.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 8 of 1 M / John Measles seems to be out this morning 
pretty generally

 January 10, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 10 of 1 M / Johns Measles has turned & he seems to be 
getting along pretty well tho’ still quite Sick —

 January 12, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 12th of 1 M / This Afternoon Aunt Stanton came to Town 
& being under an appointment to be at Portsmouth I went with her 
& stayed at her house & found my Mother well she has been there 
Sometime & expects to Stay all Winter

 January 13, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day Morning — Walked to Meeting - when I got to the road it 
snowed so fast & looked so much like a fixed Storm that my mind 
was thrown into much indecision & was almost inclined to come 
home, but finally [—]reed to go to meeting. — Abigail Sherman 
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said a few words & to me it was a good meeting. — After meeting 
went to Jos Fishes & Dined then met the other members of the 
committee at John Burringtons whose Wife [——] requested to 
become a member with Friends. The oppotunity was a satisfactory 
one & a season of some encouragement to my mind — After which I 
returned to Freeborns on foot & got into the Chaise with Aunt E 
Thurston & carried her home, then went down to Uncle Stantons & 
lodged & this (2nd day [Monday]) Morning walked home & weather 
was very cold but as there was not much Snow on the ground came 
tolerably comfortably [—-] John & his Mother as well as when I 
left them

 January 14, Monday: 1st Lieutenant, Corps of Artillery James Duncan Graham was assigned to topographical 
duties.

Louis Spohr arrived in Kassel to take up his position as Hofkapellmeister.

Edward John Trelawny arrived in Pisa.

 January 15, Tuesday: The Reverend Joseph Emerson explained in Saugus, Massachusetts’s Seminary Hall 
that the best thing he could do for women of modest means was educate them to become teachers. His oration 
would be rendered during this year as FEMALE EDUCATION. A DISCOURSE, DELIVERED AT THE DEDICATION 
OF THE SEMINARY HALL IN SAUGUS, JAN. 15, 1822. TO WHICH IS ADDED, THE LITTLE RECKONER, CONSISTING 
PRINCIPALLY OF ARITHMETICAL QUESTIONS FOR INFANT MINDS (Boston: Samuel T. Armstrong and Crocker 
& Brewster, New York: John P. Haven). The Reverend Emerson had become principal or headmaster of 
Byfield Female Seminary, where he and his assistant Zilpah Polly Grant greatly influenced one of their pupils 
Mary Mason Lyon, who would become well-known as an advocate for such an agenda.

 January 17, Thursday: Elizabeth Hallett Prichard was born, daughter of Moses Prichard and Jane Tompson 
Hallet Prichard of Concord. All her long life she would remember being picked up and kissed, before she 
reached her 3d birthday, by the geriatric general Lafayette.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 17th of 1 M 1822 / Our first meeting was pretty well 
attended considering it was a very cold Day. Father Rodman was 
concerned in a short but sound & I thought appropriate testimony 
—
In the Select Meeting which followed, My Mind was in rather a 
dry State, but was glad to find it was not so with all - D Buffum 
was engaged to make a few seasonable remarks. — My H was 
prevented attending in consequence of a hevy cough & sore throat 
—

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

ON FEMALE EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://books.google.com/books?id=Xtk_AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA1&lpg=PA1&dq=1822+Discourse+on+Female+Education&source=bl&ots=WmG2TkWvXv&sig=n5KAs4RqsbRU9ai-iqw61RdsXmg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4aozVLzzEJecygST04CoDw&ved=0CB4Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=1822%20Discourse%20on%20Female%20Education&f=false
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 January 19, Saturday: The 1st detailed review of a song by Franz Schubert appeared in the Vienna Allgemeine 
musikalische Zeitung.

 January 20, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 20th of 1 M / Our morning Meeting was a good one & I 
thought generally favourd - Hannah Dennis was three times 
engaged in lively testimony — In the Afternoon we were Silent & 
a good degree of Solemnity was experienced to cover the Meeting. 
The walking was bad & the Old Womens quarter entirely empty, but 
the young womens affoarded a comfortable appearance
Sister Mary took tea & spent the evening with us

 January 22, Tuesday: The wedding of Martha Tilden Bradford and Dr. Josiah Bartlett took place at the Ripley 
parsonage (according to another record, the wedding took place on November 24, 1821). The couple would 
set up housekeeping in Concord. A frequent visitor in their household would be Mrs. Sarah Alden Bradford 
Ripley — and occasionally Mary Moody Emerson would pass through.

 January 23, Wednesday: First meeting of the Mississippi state legislature.

 January 24, Thursday: Jose Gabriel de Silva y Bazan, marques de Santa Cruz replaced Ramon Lopez Pelegrin 
as Spain’s First Secretary of State.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24 of 1 M / Silent Meeting - Some remarks made in the 
Preparative Meeting from several on some of the Answers to the 
Queries ——

 January 27, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 27 of 1 M / In the forenoon D Buffum was uncommonly 
lively in testimony, on the uncertainty of time, Hannah Dennis 
was also engaged twice in a few words. - & the meeting was a 
Solemn one. — In the Afternoon it was Stormy & the walking wet 
& but one Woman attended & She not a Member. — This I think was 
no encouragement to her & may affoard matter for reflection to 
some who are members. —

 January 28, Monday: Zoraida di Granata, a melodramma eroico by Gaetano Donizetti to words of Merelli, 
was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro Argentina, Rome.

Lady Noel died. George Gordon, Lord Byron and Lady Byron took the additional name of Noel.
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 January 30, Wednesday: Ramon Lopez Pelegrin replaced Jose Gabriel de Silva y Bazan, marques de Santa 
Cruz as Spain’s First Secretary of State.

Brister Freeman, former slave, died of “fever and age” at the age of 78. In his final months he had been loaned 
“a pair of sheets, and woolen bed quilt” by Concord’s Female Charitable Society, which noted in its records 
that he was “sick.” Freeman’s burial place is listed as Concord but of course it would have cost money to mark 
the spot with a stone.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal that his wife, Friend Hannah 
Rodman Gould, had offered him an adequate explanation for Quaker quietism, to wit, this world with its web 
of alluring interests is the abode of Satan, and a place of temptation:

4th day 30th of 1 M / A Difficulty about a Worldly concern 
between Several individuals having been in agitation, in which 
my mind has been exercised, & that pretty much since yesterday 
— It called fourth this remark from my wife — She observed that 
“the time had been, when she did not see why the World Should 
stand first in the Trio of our potent enemies, as the ‘World the 
Flesh & the Devil’, but the longer she lived the more she was 
confirmed, that it would be out of place anywhere else” — It is 
indeed the most promonent forerunner, & sets the devil at work 
in some, in whom it would seem as if more of an overcoming had 
been experienced but alas some object is turned up, which 
touches the interest, & Satan steps in & agravates the case, by 
stirring up evil surmisings, then to detraction, till the breach 
is sufficiently widened for him to effect his purposes, by 
laying waste & destroying love & harmony, & introducing that in 
which his dominion consists, Hatred Strife & every evil thing — 
May his power be averted

 January 31, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st M (5th day) 1822 / Our first Meeting was a season of some 
conflicts but when past the Middle I felt the oppression to go 
off & Truth arise & go over “wrong things, & a solid weighty 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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frame ensued which continued in good measure thro’ the last 
Meeting - towards the close of the first A Sherman was concerned 
in a short & respectable testimony & I thought was the best 
evidence of Authority I had ever heard from her. — In the last 
Meeting there was considerable buisness, & it seemed to to take 
an active part in it - & on reflection feel pretty well 
satisfied, & I dont know but I may say, relieved, by my service. 
— Dr. Ja Wadsworth dined with us —

 February: Horace Mann, Sr. attended Tapping Reeve's Law School in Litchfield, Connecticut.

 February: Silvio Pellico was condemned to death. (Eventually his sentence would be commuted to 15 years 
of carcere duro, but then he would be released in 1830.)

 February: George Gordon, Lord Byron wrote Cantos VI, VII, and VIII of DON JUAN. Robert Southey attacked 
Lord Byron in The Courier. Percy Bysshe Shelley’s Hellas was published.

 February 1, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 1 of 2 M 1822 / Have been employed most of today in 
[sett]ling an unpleasant difference between a Beloved friend & 
several others, & had the satisfaction to see receipts in full 
[of?] all accounts given. — for a Small concern, (that is) not 
[to] exceed $20 — it seemed pregnant with as much mischief as 
any case I have known in some time, — but the bone of contention 
being removed, I hope the unpleasant effects may cease.

 February 3, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day  3rd of 2 M 1822 / This Morning our friend David Buffum 
was engaged in a very living testimony wherein he particularly 
addressed the young & rising generation & it was a precious & 
favoured meeting — Silent & a pretty good time to me in the 
Afteroon —

 February 4, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 4th of 2 m / This morning took passage in the Stage & 
rode to Providence - Dined at Hortons tavern in Bristol & reached 
Moses Browns about 4 OC PM, it was a Snow Storm most of the Day 
Spent the evening with MB in very interesting conversation & 
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lodged there. —

 February 5, Tuesday: The brutal and rebellious Albanian ruler Ali Pasha of Janina (Ioannina, Greece) was 
murdered by agents of Ottoman Sultan Mahmud II. His head was sent to the Sultan in Constantinople 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day Rode with Moses Brown to the Yearly Meeting School House 
& spent the Day there it being the day of the Meeting of the 
subcommittee - We visited the schools & found the Girls 
particularly in good order & in a state of improvement. — the 
boys tho’ doing pretty well would admit of improvement. Dined 
at the Boys table & returned to M Browns to tea & Lodge. — in 
the evening arrived most of our R Island friends & found a 
welcome assylum under the roof of our Ancient friend 
abovementioned. —

 February 6, Wednesday: The seagoing 3-masted Chinese junk Tek Sing sank on a reef of the Belvidere Shoals 
in the South China Sea, in the Gaspar Strait between the islands of Bangka and Belitung, with approximately 
1,600 passengers and 200 crewmembers.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day Morning rode to town with Moses in the sleigh & attended 
Select Meeting — We had not long been quietly Seated, before 
Benj. Shaw a young man of a Ranting spirit came in & took his 
Seat & tho’ previously Kindly & affectionatley invited to 
retire, but he refused & we were obliged to carry him out by 
main Strength, letting his limbs hang as nerveless as a dead 
man, he was placed on the Step of the door, but afterwards he 
made an attempt to come in, when the doors were fastened —-
This circumstance so unsettled my mind that I scarcely had any 
enjoyment of the Meeting tho’ quiet was generally restored & we 
were favoured to transact the Affairs of our department of the 
Church, with a good degree of solemnity - the meeting sat longer 
than usual. — Dined at O Browns - then called on a woman by the 
name of Anna Power & her Sister Ruth Marsh on buisness for the 
Marsh family in this town — then went out to Moses Browns & 
lodged. —

 February 7, Thursday: An English East Indiaman vessel, captain James Pearl, was able to take aboard about 
190 of the numerous floaters from the Tek Sing (another smaller vessel was able to take aboard 18 of the 
floaters, but the balance of the Chinese victims would of necessity be left to drown).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5th day — After Breakfast Walked to Town when I got into the 
Yard, was informed that Benj Shaw who has been disowned by Lynn 
Moy [Monthly] Meeting for his disorder, had taken his seat at 
the head of our Meeting — I went in & found it so, several [—
spoke?] to him & invited him to take a low seat & I among the 
rest - but all to no effect, he obstinately insisted in keeping 
his seat — most of the friends [—]note were consulted & all 
agreed that it would have a very pernicious effect to allow him 
to sit so by encouraging him to disturb his friends - Obadiah 
Brown stood up & spoke to that effect, when it was concluded to 
take him by the Arm & carry down, which it fell to my lot to do, 
assisted by Adam Comstock, a friend well qualified to manage him 
— while we were doing this Alanson Potter a friend of his own 
spirit, said he had no unity with what was doing, but we quietly 
& as Silently as Possible persisted, after he had, been removed, 
under pretence of being uncomfortable from the heat of the Stove 
he wanted to remove his seat & Adam followed him & again took 
his seat by his side — After the meeting was settled & the people 
quiet, James S tt stood up & reflected on friends, at having 
given way to a Spirit of War - & Grasa Haniford a friend also 
of the Ranting Spirit from Cape Elizabeth in one of the lower 
Quarterly Meetings, stood up twice & cast reflections on friends 
—— After which, quiet seemed to be restored & Micajah Collins 
was engaged in a living & powerful testimony which had a great 
reach on the Audience - Then Obadiah Davis had considerable to 
say & was measurable favoured, after which - G Haniford said a 
little in the same temper as at first & B Shaw attempted to rise 
but was prevented by Adam Comstock - When the Meeting broke - 
After the shutters20 were Let down B Shaw kept his seat, The 
Meeting was informed that an individual was present who was not 
a member & he was requested to with draw by a friend appointed 
to the oversight of Meetings from the Select Meeting, but he 
kept his seat & after considerable entreaty from several friends 
it appeared that he was determined not to go out thereupon Adam 
Comstock & Wm Jenkins took him & carried him gently out & the 
Meeting proceeded on the buisness with its usual Dignity & 
firmness. —notwithstanding, several interruptions from 
G Haniford & J Scott - but the Meeting ended in the Authority, 
& I believe Truth was exalted. —
I dined at O Browns - spent the forepart of the eveng & took tea 
at Wm Jenkins - then with [-] Rodman walked out to Moses Browns 
& lodged.—

 February 8, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day — Feeling my mind released from attending the [—]School 
committee, I went into town & took passage in the Carriage with 
Isaac Mitchell & came home, [—] to find my family & friends Well. 
—

20. The moveable barrier in the meetinghouse, to separate it into a men’s portion and a women’s portion.
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 February 9, Saturday: Panama was incorporated into New Granada as the Department of the Isthmus.

Invaders under General Jean Pierre Boyer arrived in Santo Domingo to overthrow the newly founded Republic 
and unite the island of Haiti.21

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9 of 2 M 1822 / This Afternoon Nathaniel Watson of Salem 
Arrived from Providence where he had been attending the 
Quarterly Meeting - on a visit to [some?] frineds in this Town. 
he is an agreeable well engaged friend, & very intelligent in 
his manners. —

 February 10, First Day: Chief among the “New Lights” of New England was Friend Mary Newhall, who had 
accused the Quaker elders of a “dead formality” and had been informed by these elders that she was no longer 
welcome to speak in her New Bedford meeting. This group included a young cordwainer, Benjamin Shaw, 
who averred their intention to be to “pull the old order down, for they were a stiff, arbitrary set.” A committee 
of elders had met with him, he had rebuffed them, and he had been disowned. On this First Day, Benjamin 
Shaw sought to seat himself in the raised seats at the front of the Lynn, Massachusetts meetinghouse in which 
traditionally the ministers and elders of the meeting positioned themselves. After an unseemly scuffle he was 
ejected, and then the elders held him at the town’s poorhouse until late in the evening.

Read about this “New Light” controversy:

Read about the impact this controversy would have on Waldo Emerson (according to his own evaluation):

When Carl Maria von Weber left Dresden for Vienna, he was sufficiently worried about his health to leave a 
farewell note for his wife in a sealed envelope — in case he did not return.

Richard Henry Dana, Sr.’s wife Ruth Charlotte Smith Dana died in childbirth, and with her the infant Susan.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 10th of 2 M / In our Morng Meeting D Buffum was engaged 
in short but uncommonly lively pertinent & pithy testimony the 
Afflictions of this life which reached Several present
In the Afternoon we were Silent - In the eveng [——sin] Henry 
Gould & his Wife visited us —

21. According to AN OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE TRIALS OF  SUNDRY NEGROES, CHARGED WITH AN ATTEMPT TO RAISE AN 
INSURRECTION IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA..., prepared in this year by Lionel H. Kennedy and Thomas Parker and printed 
in Charleston NC by James R. Schenck: confirming one of the worst fears of the white citizenry of Charlestown, a black captured 
at the collapse of the Denmark Vesey revolt had confessed before execution that Vesey had read to him newspaper reports relating 
to Haiti.
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 February 11, Monday: Am Geburtstag des Kaisers for solo voices, chorus and orchestra by Franz Schubert to 
words of Deinhardstein, was performed for the initial time, in Vienna’s Theresianum.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 11th of 2 M 1822 / We had the company of Nath Watson to 
Dinner - he improves on acquaintance

 February 12, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 12 of 2 M / This Morng N Watson set out for home he 
leaves us in good fellowship & I believe his visit has been 
strengthening & comforting to him & to us -
We had the company of Wm Robinson of New York to tea & to set 
the evening with us. —

 February 14, 5th day (Thursday): It was Monthly Meeting day at the Lynn, Massachusetts meetinghouse of 
the Religious Society of Friends, with the committee from the Quarterly Meeting present. Friend Benjamin 
Shaw again, as he had done on the previous First Day worship, seated himself in one of the raised seats 
traditionally reserved for recognized ministers and elders. When two Friends attempted forcibly to pull him 
down he “braced himself against the railing and split the seat,” but nevertheless they managed to carry him 
away. Struggling, he was being “escorted” toward the meetinghouse door when Friend Caleb Alley interceded 
by raising his hands “in a fighting attitude,” and he was surrounded. At this point Caleb’s father, Friend John 
Alley, Jr., entered the building and attempted to make his way up into the ministers’ galley, yelling at the 
Quakers who stood in his way “Let me go by.” Friend Jonathan Buffum, a housepainter, seized advantage of 
this confusion and slipped up into the high seats, where he began to shout out a ministry: “You that profess to 
be Quakers, Christians, have shewn forth by your conduct the fruit of your hell-born principles this day.... You 
thirst for our blood; you want to feed upon us; this I call spiritual cannibalism.” The meeting for worship was 
terminated by the elders, the partition separating the men’s section from the women’s section was brought 
down, and in the men’s section a Monthly Meeting for Business was begun in which Jonathan Buffum and 
several other “New Lights” were disowned.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 14th of 2nd M / Our Meeting considering it was a moderate 
Snow Storm, was pretty well attended by male & female & to me 
it was a comfortable lively Season - we sat in Silence
This is Moy [Monthly] Meeting day at Lynn. There is a spirit of 
Ranterism among them & my mind has been much in simpathy with 
the faithful among them, especially as some of that spirit was 
to be taken under dealings at the Meeting this day & much trouble 
was anticipated. — May Truth Stand its ground & be established 
over the heads of all opposition. —

 February 15, 6th day (Friday) morning: In Lynn, Quaker elder Isaac Basset was informed that Friend John 
Alley, Jr. was in his neighborhood of the town — and that Friend John had put on a sword. They met in the 
street and greeted each other with civility. Friend Isaac then advised Friend John to take off the sword and 
Friend John responded: “You have imposed upon us — it is now Victory or Death — I shall carry this sword 
to meeting, and if you meddle with or impose upon us, I shall run you thro’ as quick as a wink.”
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 February 16, Saturday: Zelmira, a drama by Gioachino Rossini to words of Tottola after Dormont de Belloy, 
was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro San Carlo of Naples.

Francis Galton was born in Birmingham, England. The youngest of seven children born to Frances Anne 
Violetta Galton, the eldest daughter of Erasmus Darwin by a 2d marriage, and Samuel Tertius Galton, a 
banker, through his maternal grandfather he was half-cousin to Charles Darwin.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 16th of 2 M / Rode the Afternoon to Portsmouth with 
Cousin Henry Gould & Atended the funeral of Rebecca Sisson in 
the 42 Year of her Age She was the daughter of James Sisson & a 
neighbour & intimate friend of Aunt Stanton
The Sitting at the funeral was attended with uncommon solemnity. 
Death in the House, her Brother Peleg in the same House very low 
& not expected to live, & a Sister buried on 5th day last the 
Day that Rebecca Died. The Measles was the foundation of all 
their sickness which left them in declines —Hannah Dennis was 
engaged in Solemn testimony & Jonathon spoke to Satisfaction. — 
Poor old James Sisson the father seemed greatly bowed in 
affliction, having followed two children to the grave in a week 
& another in a state of doubtful recovery —
After taking tea at Uncle Stantons, where I found mother well & 
comfortable, we rode home before dark —

 February 17, 1st Day morning: Friend John Alley, Jr. appeared at the Quaker meetinghouse in Lynn still 
wearing his sword, and moved to seat himself in one of the high seats traditionally reserved for recognized 
ministers and elders. Friend Isaac Basset grabbed him about the waist pinning his arms to his side while 
several others cut the belt of the sword and pulled it away. He, Friend Jonathan Buffum, Friend Benjamin 
Shaw, and several other “New Lights” then managed to seat themselves in the high seats, some of them by 
clambering over the main benches in the meetinghouse. The elders of the meeting quickly brought that 
morning meeting for worship to a close.

At the afternoon meeting for worship, these “New Light” Quakers again seated themselves in the ministers’ 
section. Friend Isaac Basset invited them to come down and when they accused him of being disorderly, 
accused them of being the ones who were being disorderly. He gave a signal and three Friends seized Friend 
Benjamin Shaw, and carried him struggling from the building. Then Friend Jonathan Buffum was removed, 
and then Friend John Alley, Jr. The three were confined in a nearby house under guard and Friend Preserved 
Sprague, who had on other occasions behaved in a disruptive manner, was added to their number. There were 
shouts of “Mob! Mob!” and a deputy sheriff of the town appeared and read the riot act.

That evening a Salem sheriff would take custody of the four detained Quakers of Lynn.

Meanwhile on this day, in Concord, Massachusetts, it was 18 days subsequent to the death of Brister Freeman, 
and his grandson John Freeman for whom he had been providing, an 8-year-old whose father was long gone 
and whose mother had died a year and a half earlier, also succumbed — apparently of neglect.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 17th of 2nd M 1822 / In the forenoon Father Rodman was 
engaged in a short lively testimony. - Afternoon Silent - both 
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meetings were rather small in consequence of the walking - both 
to me were seasons of but little life —

 February 18, 2d day (Monday): The four disruptive Quakers from Lynn, Benjamin Shaw, John Alley, Junior, 
Jonathan Buffum, and Preserved Sprague, were arraigned in Salem court, declined to produce bail, and were 
returned to confinement.

In the records of Boston: “Be it enacted, etc., as follows: ... Sophia Lapham, widow, may take the name of 
Sophia Dunbar, and that her son, Charles Howard Lapham, a minor, may take the name of Charles Howard 
Dunbar.”22

 February 21, Thursday: There was an annular/total eclipse of the sun (#7219) from Hudson Bay to Seattle.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21 of 2nd M 1822 / A Violent Stormy day & hevy rain, 
which raised the brooks so high that only four women could get 
to meeting they rode. - The Meeting was silent - The preparative 
meeting I thought was remarkabley well conducted & it was a 
season of quiet & some favor. —

 February 22, Friday: The Legislature of Massachusetts instituted a Fire Society for the settlement at Boston 
and proposed a vote in regard to whether it ought to incorporate itself as a city.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 22 of 2 M / Mind much affected with Solemn accounts in 
Lynn & Salem - the Spirit of Ranterism appears to have [—]en to 
great height & the hearts of the faithful are almost ready to 
sink.

22. Such a renouncing of a father’s name is such an unusual event as to raise the suspicions of a historian. Perhaps the father –who 
was being said to have deceased but for whom no actual record of date or manner of death has ever been produced– was still alive. 
Note also the interesting fact that this name being chosen, “Charles Howard Dunbar,” was not even a unique one, as there was 
already a Charles Howard Dunbar, a different person, who had been born in 1811 in West Bridgewater and would marry there in 
1836.
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 February 24, Sunday: On this day a man colloquially known as “Bluebeard” was hanged for having burned 
ten of his wives. His last words were not “Hey, if you have to ask, you wouldn’t understand.”

Early in this year (and I suppose I might as well place this record here as elsewhere, since I do not have a 
precise date), Adin Ballou got married with Abigail Sayles. Abigail’s mother, a Universalist, lent him a copy 
of Elhanan Winchester’s DIALOGUES ON THE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION. This reading and debates with some 
Universalist neighbors challenged his assumptions about salvation. At a Universalist meeting in nearby 
Wrentham, Massachusetts that year, Adin, attending as a spectator, was introduced to his distant cousin Hosea 
Ballou 2d, the Universalist minister from Roxbury, Massachusetts, who encouraged him to seek fellowship 

with the Universalists. After a period of study and prayer, Adin would post a letter to his distant cousin 
announcing his conversion to Universalism. The Christian Connexion would excommunicate him and his 
father would disinherit him.

(Adin would not marry multiple times and would not be burning any wives, so his name would never become 
quite so much a household word as Bluebeard’s has become.)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 24th of 2 M / Our morning Meeting was pretty full, a 
solid [—]oured season — D Buffum was very lively in a short 
testimony Invitation “Come Brother come Sister let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord to the House of the God of Jacob.”—
Silent & pretty well attended in the Afternoon — This [—]ning 
finished & put a letter in the Office To Stephen Oliver of [—
]em [?] requesting information respecting the difficulties that 
[—]it there

 February 28, Thursday: Francisco Martinez de la Rosa replaced Ramon Lopez Pelegrin as Spain’s First 
Secretary of State.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 2nd M / Yesterday Afternoon; We went to 
Portsmouth with [—]t Stanton who came on purpose to fetch us & 
lodged there
Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day was a quiet, large & favoured 
season - In the public Meeting H Dennis & Anne Dennis were 
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engaged in public testimony - & The buisness went on with 
regularity & order - staid all night at Uncle Stantons & 6th day 
Morning rode home —

 March 2, Saturday: The pianist Maria Szymanowska departed from Warsaw on her initial extensive Russian 
concert tour. 

 March 3, Sunday: Rammohan Roy of India and the Reverend Jared Sparks of the First Independent Church 
of Baltimore began communication by letter. The Reverend Sparks’s cut on what was going down was that 
“many lovers of truth are zealously engaged in rendering the religion of Jesus clear from corruptions.”

Franz Schubert’s song Geist der liebe D.747 to words of Matthesson was performed for the initial time, in the 
Redoutensaal of Vienna.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 3rd of 3rd M 1822 / Both our Meetings were Silent & 
Seasons to some of mental suffering, in reflecting on the 
situation of some poor individuals who are under great delusion 
in several parts of this Yearly Meeting, but as a comforter, the 
language was underneath — “The Foundation remains sure, having 
this seal the Lord knows them that are his” —

MARCH
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 March 4, Monday: At a meeting of voters at Faneuil Hall, Boston was proclaimed a city.

BOSTON AND BUNKER HILL, FROM THE EAST

BOSTON, FROM THE DORCHESTER HEIGHTS

Martha Wiley was born to Keturah Green Wiley and Benjamin Brown Wiley:

Mr. Wiley was a shoe manufacturer by occupation, with his place
of business at the corner of Main and Crescent Streets, and with
his family occupied the Ballard Eaton house up the lane from
Main Street, Lakeside [in the ancient town of Redding,
Massachusetts from which the towns of Reading, Wakefield, and
North Reading have since been formed]. Thence he removed to the
Prentiss house on the westerly side of the common, on or near
the site of the present location of the Wakefield high school
building, and while there he built the brick house on Main
Street, raising the frame on the very day of the birth of his
youngest child, Martha, being March 4, 1822. In 1850, he fitted
up his manufactory for a dwelling-house, into which he moved
with his family, and sold his brick house to his son Ebenezer,
whose widow and daughter still find it a pleasant home. In
addition to his business of manufacturing shoes, and in
partnership with his son Emory, he kept what was for those times
an extensive stable for the letting of horses and carriages.
In the establishment of the South Reading Academy, in 1828, he

Steel engraving made from a drawing by William Henry Bartlett in 1839 or 1840

Steel engraving made from a drawing by William Henry Bartlett in 1839 or 1840

Eaton’s _Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary of the Ancient Town of Redding, Once Including the Territory Now Comprising the Towns of Reading, Wakefield, and North Reading, with Historical Chapters_ (1896)
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took a great interest as well as an active part, was a member
of the board of trustees, and was elected treasurer of the
corporation. On assuming the duties of treasurer he set apart
one of the lower rooms of his manufactory for an office, in which
also he opened a store, and kept for sale the books and other
school material required by the students of the academy.
Mr. Wiley took a lively interest in public affairs, was a ready
speaker and frequently exercised his gift in town meetings.
He took a common-sense view of things, though not always on the
side of the majority on the question at issue. When he engaged
in an argument with an opponent of like aptness and strength as
himself, the debate was earnest and exciting, for what he
believed to be right he held to with great tenacity. Sometimes
when engrossed in thought, so great would be the concentration
of his mind that he appeared to be alone even in the presence
of friends, yet by nature he was social and communicative, and
the little children in the street could testify to his kindly
greetings. He was a justice of the peace, and at a time when
that magistrate was expected to entertain complaints and try
civil cases whenever requested to do so. Some of the justices
of the peace declined to act in the capacity of judge, either
feeling inadequate to the task or out of harmony with the work.
These appreciated Mr. Wiley’s willingness to take charge of this
department of justice, and gladly accorded to him all the honors
and emoluments, as well as the perplexities of the office. He
served the town as selectman and school committee man, as well
as on other committees in matters of the town. For a long time
he was the local agent of a popular fire insurance company, he
having but few, if any, competitors. He possessed a very strong
will and great perseverance with a purpose to secure whatever
he thought ought to be accomplished. He was prosperous in his
undertakings, and retired from active business many years before
his death, having surrounded himself and his family with the
comforts of life. He was liberal with his means in the various
departments of benevolence, but took a special interest in the
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cause of missions both in home and foreign fields.

 March 5, Tuesday: Henry Canfield Preston was born in New-York, a son of Zephaniah Preston, a retired 
merchant residing in Hartford, Connecticut.

 March 6, Wednesday: King Ferdinando attended the final performance of the run of Zelmira by Gioachino 
Rossini. This was Rossini’s farewell to Naples and Naples’s farewell to Rossini and there were multiple 
rounds of mutual appreciation.

The 1st movement of Piano Concerto no.7 by John Field was performed for the initial time.

REDDING, MASSACHUSETTS
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 March 7, Thursday: Gilbert Close and Samuel Clisby, who had robbed Ezra Haynes in Cambridge Street, 
were taken to Boston Neck near the new city burying grounds and hanged.23

Gioachino Rossini departed from Naples heading for Vienna, accompanied by Isabella Colbran and three male 
singers.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 7th of 3 M 1822 / Our Meeting was Silent but a Solid 
good one, & favoured with the springing up of life, & for this 
priviledge I feel thankful, while friends in some places are 
suffering under the disturbances of a ranterous & disorganising 
Spirit. — We had the company of Considerable portion of young 
people some of whose coutenances bespoke Solidity & reverance & 
were a Strength to their older brethren & sisters -

 March 8, Friday: President James Monroe sent a message to Congress proposing recognition of the new Latin 
American republics.

On this day or the following one, Charles Frédéric Girard was born in Mulhouse, in the Alsatian region of 
France. He would graduate from the College of Neuchâtel in Switzerland, as a student of Professor Louis 
Agassiz, his specialties being ichthyology and herpetology.

 March 10, Sunday: Ellen Devereux Sewall was born in Barnstable, Massachusetts. In a reminiscence by 
Ellen’s daughter Louise Osgood,24 we learn that Caroline Ward met and married Edmund Quincy Sewall 
while he was “studying divinity with Dr. Ripley at the Old Manse in Concord.... After several years my 
[Louise Osgood’s] grandfather [Edmund Quincy Sewall] was installed as the Unitarian minister in Scituate, 
where my mother [Ellen Devereux Sewall] grew up.” Later, Ellen’s grandmother Prudence Bird Ward (Mrs. 
Colonel Joseph Ward) would be a long-term boarder with the Thoreaus in Concord, and that at first she would 
be boarding there with both her daughters, Miss Prudence Ward and Caroline Ward (Ellen’s mother).25

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 10th of 3rd M / In our Morning Meeting Hannah Dennis 
appeared in testimony & in the Afternoon father Rodman was 
engaged in the Same way — Meetings were to me seasons of Some 
Barraness as to life but an exercise was maintained. —

23. Presumably the duly constituted authorities in Boston would have experienced no difficulty whatever in seeking out and 
retaining and remunerating the services of one or another Protestant reverend who was not so embarrassed by the death penalty as 
to be unwilling to mount the scaffold with the victim, and administer last rites.
24. Louise Osgood Koopman, “The Thoreau Romance,” The Massachusetts Review, Autumn 1962 (IV:1), page 60.
25. There is therefore at least a possibility, if not a likelihood, that the young lady to whom Henry Thoreau would propose marriage, 
Ellen, had been conceived as the result of a seduction occurring right there in the Thoreau home.
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 March 12, Tuesday: L’esule di Granata, a melodramma semiserio by Giacomo Meyerbeer to words of 
Romani, was performed for the initial time, in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 12th of 3rd M / Last week the Superior Court set in this 
town & was most of the time occupied in trying two Awful case 
of Rape. - One Man was cleared & the other (James Cook) was this 
morning Sentenced to be hanged. — This is an Awful crisis indeed 
& tho’ I am far from wanting him hanged - Yet I am also far from 
wanting Him again let loose on Society & am willing to exert my 
small influence to get his punishment commuted

 March 13, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 13th of 3rd M 1822 / Saw this evening in the Salem 
Gazette the Notice of the decease of LYDIA DEAN wife of Wm Dean 
and daughter of Wm Rotch of New Bedford - This is affecting News 
— She died last first day 10th inst -

 March 14, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 14th of 3rd M / Our Meeting was a comfortable Season, — 
We had the company of our Fr Wm Almy of Providence who was 
engaged in a Doctrinal & truly Orthodox testimony & Hannah 
Dennis closed in short pertinent communication much to 
satisfaction - we also had some precious young women present 
several others who were not members, who I hope were 
strengthened by the opportunity.

 March 16, Saturday: In the sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin of the Pillar, in her villa at Castenaso near 
Bologna, the coloratura Isabella Colbran got married with the opera composer Gioachino Rossini (the couple 
were on their way from Naples to Vienna).

Friends Benjamin Shaw, John Alley, Junior, Jonathan Buffum, and Preserved Sprague were tried in Ipswich 
on charges of disturbing the peace by having disrupted Quaker worship at the Lynn meetinghouse, and 
moderate fines were exacted, with Judge Samuel Howe threatening the defendants that any repetition of such 
conduct would inevitably result in much harsher penalties before the law (Friend Benjamin Shaw, whom they 
allowed might be showing signs of mental instability, was given the benefit of the doubt and found not guilty): 
TRIAL OF BENJAMIN SHAW, JOHN ALLEY, JUNIOR, JONATHAN BUFFUM AND PRESERVED SPRAGUE: FOR RIOTS 
AND DISTURBANCE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP IN THE SOCIETY OF QUAKERS, AT LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS, BEFORE 
THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, HELD AT IPSWICH, MASSACHUSETTS, MARCH 16TH, 1822 (Cushing & 
Appleton, 1822).
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 March 17, Sunday: The French government forbade sale of newspapers not approved in advance by official 
press censors.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 17th of 3rd M / Morning meeting to me was a dull time, 
tho’ I trust others faired better than myself In the afternoon 
a little more bright - tho’ a havy cold upon me — Silent Meetings 
Have several times called to see Jacob Lopez who is very low of 
a Perisnumony & not expected to continue the night thro’ when I 
left him at 9 OClock this evening —

 March 18, Monday: The Preparative Meeting recommended to the New Bedford Monthly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends that Friend Mary Newhall be disowned (eventually the bodies of the local New 
Lights would be allowed to be buried in the meeting’s cemetery, although surrounded by a fence to distinguish 
these ones as disowned).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould commented about the lonely state of the sole remaining Jew of Newport, Rhode 
Island, Moses Lopez:

2nd day 18 of 3 M / Last night at half past 11 OClock JACOB LOPEZ 
died - he & his Brother Moses were the only Jews to have lived 
in Newport for a number of Years & no men have stood fairer as 
Moral honest men — They are old acquaintances of mine, they have 
often visited me in my shop & passed many hours in pleasant 
converstaion, & poor MOSES will now feel himself as he really 
is quite alone, & destitute of associates of his own religious 
views — I visited him this morning & found him in affliction

 March 20, Wednesday: The US government approved a canal connecting Lake Michigan with the Illinois 
River, but allocates no funds for the project. 

 March 21, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 3rd M / A Meeting of but little life to me, but 
not altogether so destitute as at some other times. — Silent 
meeting  In the evening visited David Williams who has been 
[xxxx] Days confined to the house by indisposition. —

1st day [Sunday] 31st of 3rd M 1822 / Our Meetings were both 
Silent except a short offering towards the close of the Morning 
sitting
Mind occupied on various subjects, & relieved in some good 
degree from an exercise which has been prevalent in consequence 
of difficulties among friends at Lynn & Salem. — The case 
depending having been tried in a Court - Friends were Succesful 
in establishing our order, & the Truth was put in dominion over 
a ranterous & undisciplined & unsound Spirit which had got into 
some individuals
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We set the evening with our cousins Anne & Mary Gould. —

 March 22, Friday: Gioachino Rossini, his new wife Isabella Colbran, and three other musicians arrived at 
Vienna from Naples.

 March 25, Monday: The President and Fellows of Harvard College put out a circular asking for contributions 
toward the erection of a building for the Divinity School.

 March 26, Tuesday: The convicted playwright Silvio Pellico was taken into custody to be delivered to serve 
his court-assigned sentence in prison.

In a duel between Sir Alexander Boswell and a Mr. Stuart, the son of the biographer was killed.
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 March 27, Wednesday: Friend Charles Waln Morgan wrote to a friend in Philadelphia that “my black man 
Nathan” had risen at the end of a meeting of the New Bedford Society of Friends, without any forewarning to 
him, “and informed the meeting that he had no wish to intrude, but believed it to be his duty to request to 
become a member of that Society.” He “sp[oke] very well & properly, the request Received due notice, and is 
under care of overseers. I was entirely ignorant of his views or intentions — though he is quite plain and has 
been very exemplary in every respect for a long time.” Although this Quaker predicted that his monthly 
meeting would accept Nathan Johnson, in part because of “his location in my family,” this sort of optimism 
would of course prove to have been overly sanguine as the Friends would of course never act upon Johnson’s 
request.26

Gioachino Rossini witnessed a performance of Der Freischutz at the Karntnertortheater in Vienna, conducted 
by the composer (presumably he and Weber didn’t meet at this time).

 March 29, Friday: The murderer Samuel Green received his sentence of death. Returned to his cell, he wrote 
a letter to his mother Mercy Q. Green, which he would enclose in a letter posted to Joseph Chapman of 
Meredith, New Hampshire.

Despite his confessing in writing to at least two murders in an account that would be published in this year in 
Boston as a book, his mother was to take whatever comfort she could from the fact that his conviction, of the 
3d murder, had been wrongfully obtained on the basis of suborned perjury from other convicts:

Boston, March 29, 1822.
My Dear Mother,
In the solitary recess of a prison, I now sit down to write to
you the last lines you are ever to receive from your unfortunate
son. I will not attempt, for the fist time, to inform you of my
unhappy fate. When I left the peaceful asylum of my tender
mother, I little thought that I was leaving it for the last time,
never more to return. I entertained nothing but the hope, and
even boasted a long and lasting felicity: but alas, the scene
changed — I was taken for breaking into a store, for which I was
sent to prison; and having laid there for three years and a half,
I was taken out and falsely accused of murder, for which I was

26. I don’t presently know of any case anywhere in America, in which a Friends meeting actually had accepted into membership 
any person who had the slightest taint of non-white ancestry — even if as in this case the petitioner were an adult male. Such requests 
seem to have been always everywhere stonewalled. (This sheds an interesting light upon the limitations of a descriptor such as “not 
racist.”) It has been alleged that in the case of the well-to-do Captain Paul Cuffe, who wore Quaker garb and took part not only in 
local meetings for worship and for business, but also took part in Quaker Yearly Meeting in New England, he had been accepted as 
a Quaker, but we must bear carefully in mind that he had been buried, in 1817, five years prior to this, not in the Quaker graveyard 
with white Quakers, but outside the door of the new meetinghouse which he had helped to erect in New Bedford, well separate 
from all white people. This raises the question of whether even a well-to-do person of color would ever have been more than merely 
tolerated by the “real,” that is, the white, American Quakers.
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tried, and two prisoners for the sake of their liberty, swore
false against me; and now my dear mother, in the utmost agony
of grief and despair, I must inform you I am condemned to die,
and most likely, before you receive this, I shall be no more:
excuse me for not writing to you before: I did not intend to let
you know of my unhappy fate, and I am afraid this letter will
break your heart, and sometimes I am tempted not to send it; but
I consider it my duty to write you this letter, and humbly ask
your pardon for all past offences and the many tears I have
caused you to shed: had I have taken your advice and staid at
home, I might have still lived and been happy. I have seen the
folly of my ways, but alas, not till too late.
O, most offended mother, could I now but have the satisfaction
of falling on my knees at your feet and receiving your pardon,
I could then die in peace; but that privilege will be denied me.
I am now in irons and chained to the floor — I shall soon sink
under the weight of my misfortunes. I was sent to prison the 3d
of July, 1818, and have been in prison ever since. I am now in
Boston gaol and shall be executed within thirty days — You must
remember my love to my brothers and sisters, and to those who
once called themselves my friends — bid them from me a long and
eternal farewell, and then my dear mother try to forget that
there ever was such a being as your poor unfortunate son.

Samuel Green.

 March 30, Saturday: The US Congress approved territorial status for the lands seized by General Andrew 
Jackson in Florida — thus ending military jurisdiction.

 March 31, Sunday: The beginning of a massacre during which 20,000 Greeks on the island of Chios would 
be slaughtered by Ottoman troops, and then the surviving 23,000 exiled as slaves.

 Spring: Samuel Taylor Coleridge began to make himself available for regular Thursday evening monologs.

 April: Silvio Pellico was confined in Spielberg’s fortress at Brünn (today’s Brno) in Moravia.
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 April: John Smith completed his editing of the shorthand diaries of Samuel Pepys. (After part of the value of 
his work had been destroyed by the ineptitude of Lord Braybrooke, they would receive publication in 1825.)

 April 4, Thursday: Maria Szymanowska offered her 2d concert in St. Petersburg, at Philharmonic Hall.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 4th of 4th M 1822 / Silen Meeting & to me a season of 
some favour

 April 5, Friday: Samuel Ringgold Ward’s brother Isaiah Harper Ward was born, in Cumberland County, New 
Jersey:

[M]y youngest brother, Isaiah Harper Ward, was born April 5th,
1822, in Cumberland County, New Jersey; and died at New York,
April 16th, 1838, in the triumphs of faith. He was a lad
partaking largely of my father’s qualities, resembling him
exceedingly. Being the youngest of the family, we all sought to
fit him for usefulness, and to shield him from the thousand
snares and the ten thousand forms of cruelty and injustice which
the unspeakably cruel prejudice of the whites visits upon the
head and the heart of every black young man, in New York. To
that end, we secured to him the advantages of the Free School,
for coloured youths, in that city — advantages which, I am happy
to say, were neither lost upon him nor unappreciated by him.
Upon leaving school he commenced learning the trade of a
printer, in the office of Mr. Henry R. Piercy, of New York — a
gentleman who, braving the prejudices of his craft and of the
community, took the lad upon the same terms as those upon which
he took white lads: a fact all the more creditable to Mr. Piercy,
as it was in the very teeth of the abominably debased public
sentiment of that city (and of the whole country, in fact) on
this subject. But ere Isaiah had finished his trade, he suddenly
took a severe cold, which resulted in pneumonia, and — in death.
I expressed a doubt, in a preceding page, as to the legal
validity of my brother’s freedom. True, he was born in the
nominally Free State of New Jersey; true, the inhabitants born
in Free States are generally free. But according to slave law,
“the child follows the condition of the mother, during life.”
My mother being born of a slave woman, and not being legally
freed, those who had a legal claim to her had also a legal claim
to her offspring, wherever born, of whatever paternity. Besides,
at that time New Jersey had not entirely ceased to be a Slave
State. Had my mother been legally freed before his birth, then
my brother would have been born free, because born of a free
woman. As it was, we were all liable at any time to be captured,
enslaved, and re-enslaved — first, because we had been robbed
of our liberty; then, because our ancestors had been robbed in
like manner; and, thirdly and conclusively, in law, because we
were black Americans.
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 April 7, Easter Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 7th of 4 M / This morning being sent for by a man in 
Middletown who is very sick, to write a Will for him concluded 
it was best to leave Meeting & go. - which I accordingly did, & 
finished it by dinner time, & then went to Portsmouth & set the 
remainder of the day at Uncle Stantons. - Staid all night and 
2nd day [Monday] morning rode home in his Waggon. —

 April 8, Monday: An anti-Catholic riot took place in Philadelphia.

 April 11, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 11th of 4th M / Our Meeting was a season of favor a short 
testimony by Father Rodman. — At the close of it our Select 
Meeting was held which was to me a remarkably Solemn time, but 
I have to regret or at least I am inclined to fear that I did 
not do all the I ought to have done in it —

 April 12, Friday: Documentation in regard to the suppression of the international slave trade, per W.E. 
Burghardt Du Bois. In the US House of Representatives, after a “Report of the Committee on the Suppression 
of the Slave Trade,” a decision was reached to urge the President to enter into such naval arrangements with 
other maritime powers as would utterly eradicate this trade.

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested
to enter into such arrangements as he may deem suitable and
proper, with one or more of the maritime powers of Europe, for
the effectual abolition of the slave trade.” HOUSE REPORTS, 17th
Congress, 1st session, II. No. 92, page 4; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 17th
Congress, 1st session, page 1538. Also Report of February 9,
1821 containing discussion of the Right of Search, and papers
on European Conference for the Suppression of the Slave Trade.

 April 13, Saturday: A performance of Zelmira began a Rossini festival at the Karntnertortheater, Vienna. The 
festival would include six different Rossini operas and continue from April into July.

In The Euterpeiad or Musical Intelligencer, John Rowe Parker first termed Anthony Philipp Heinrich the 
“Beethoven of America” — it was a name the composer would adopt. 

The Great Lakes steamboat Walk-in-the-Water was refloated, beating the May 1st deadline.

The Orleans County town of Oak Orchard (later Carlton) was formed from Gaines and Ridgeway.

 April 14, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 14th of 4th M 1822 / [day’s designation obscured by 
binding through 29th of 4th M ] Watched last night with Old Benj 
Reynolds took a nap this morning & attended Meeting all day with 
less inconvenience than I ever recollect after sitting up - felt 
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a little heft[?] in my system but not sleepy & was favord beyond 
my expectations. — both meetings silent except a few words 
toward the close in the Afternoon

 April 16, Tuesday: The Reverend William Ellis and a small group of other white people arrived at Honolulu 
on Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands from Tahiti, aboard the schooner Mermaid. Aloha! A small schooner, the 
Prince Regent sporting six cannon, accompanied them and was presented as an appropriate gift to King 
Kamehameha II.

 April 17, Wednesday: Fruhlingsgesang, a vocal quartet by Franz Schubert to words of Schober, was 
performed for the initial time, in Vienna’s Karntnertortheater.

 April 18, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 18th of 4th M / At Meeting a few words from Anne Dennis, 
& to me it was a season of favor — In the Preparative Meeting 
the Queries were all answered. — felt my mind engaged to make 
up a few remarks on the subject of detraction, & also on the 
subject of plainness, which afforded me Satisfaction

 April 19, Friday: This was the initial 19th-of-April celebration to take place in Lexington. The slaughter of 
the Lexington militiamen by the army in 1775 was reenacted with the participation of 20 survivors of the 
incident. The line was formed on the green by William Monroe, as before, near a memorial boulder that 
recorded Captain John Parker’s comments: “Stand your ground — don’t fire unless fired upon — but if they 
mean to have a war let it begin here.” Indicating the words carved upon the memorial boulder, Monroe 
informed the youngsters “Them is the very words Captain Parker spoke.”
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 April 20, Saturday: Death of Allegra, 5-year-old illegitimate daughter of George Gordon, Lord Byron with 
Claire Clairmont, due to typhus or malaria, at the Roman Catholic convent to which she had been consigned.

Charles Taber was born to William Congdon Taber and Hannah Tucker Shearman or Sherman Taber (1801-
1858). He would be educated at the Friends’ School in Providence, Rhode Island, and then at Haverford 
College in Pennsylvania.27

 April 21, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 21st of 4 M / Our Meetings were both Silent, & to me 
Seasons of poverty & Stripedness, tho’ in the Afternoon I 
thought a little favor was experienced —

 April 22, Monday: Turkish troops captured the Island of Chios (they would exterminate many of the Christian 
inhabitants, selling the remainder into slavery).

After three successful concerts in St. Petersburg, Johann Nepomuk Hummel performed once again in Riga 
(this was so successful that he would offer another performance on April 26th).

 April 23, Tuesday: Adelaide Amelia Louisa Theresa Caroline of Saxe-Coburg Meiningen gave birth to twin 
boys at Bushy Park, who immediately died.

Samuel Green set his signature to a 47-page manuscript of his life, that would be printed in Boston as LIFE OF 
SAMUEL GREEN, EXECUTED AT BOSTON, APRIL 25, 1822, FOR THE MURDER OF BILLY WILLIAMS, A FELLOW 
CONVICT WITH GREEN, IN THE STATE PRISON. WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. THE FACTS HERE NARRATED, WERE 
DRAWN UP BY GREEN, WHILE IN PRISON, AND SOLEMNLY DECLARED TO BE THE TRUTH, A FEW MOMENTS 
BEFORE HIS EXECUTION (Boston: Published by David Felt, No. 63, State Street, 1822).

I was born in the Town of Meredith, County of Strafford, and

27. This is the Quaker who during 1838-1842, as a teenage New Bedford bookstore clerk recently graduated
from Haverford College, would be teaching Frederick Douglass to read.

Inconvenient and Dead (but not Forgotten)
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State of New Hampshire, of poor, but respectable parents. They
endeavored to give me a good education, but to no purpose; for
I always had an aversion to books, was lazy and negligent, and
continually bent upon mischief. When five or six years of age,
my mother sent me to a school, about a mile from the house,
giving me cake and cheese, in a handkerchief, for my dinner; but
being too proud to carry it, I frequently threw it away, and
fasted the whole day. At other times, I passed whole days in the
fields, rather than go to school, for which I always received a
severe flogging when detected, although my parents were too
indulgent for my good. When at school, I was often in mischief,
and punished for my folly; by such tricks as pinning the clothes
of several girls together, to set the whole in an uproar, I got
the ill will of the master, and learned nothing. This course
continued until I was eight years old; when being so
mischievous, my parents, rather than correct me, sent me to live
with a Mr. L_____, where I had not been long, before I was
detected in stealing money from one of the girls, and was
severely whipped. The oftener I was whipped, the worse I grew,
and determined on revenge, by pulling up a bed of onions, and
another of poppies, in the garden; in consequence, I was again
whipped, to make me confess, as no person saw me; but I
resolutely denied it to the last. Being still further bent on
having satisfaction, I watched an opportunity, caught a small
dog belonging to the family, and threw him into the well, which
was fifty feet deep; the putrefaction soon rendered the water
offensive and useless; this put my master to the expense of
cleaning the well, and forced us to bring water half a mile;
being suspected, the whole of this work was required of me, so
that I had the worst of it. I lived here two years; when one
day, being at work in the barn, pitching hay to the cattle, I
saw an old sow seize a young lamb and tear it in pieces: as
several lambs had been, before, destroyed in the same way, I
became enraged, did not stop to reflect, but plunged the fork
into the hog’s belly, which soon killed her. I went into the
house, and informed my master that the hog had killed another
lamb; to which he replied in a passion, and with an oath, “why
did you not kill her?” — I answered, I have sir;— but when he
found that I really had killed her, instead of being glad, and
saying I had donne right, he gave me another severe whipping.
This I thought I did not deserve — and was so vexed, that I ran
away, and returned to my parents, who instead of sending me back,
as I feared, procured me another place, in the family of Mr.
D_____, in Newhampton; here I behaved well, for one year. I was
sent to school, but learned very little, being always in
mischief, and minding nothing but play; day after day, played
truant, and was as often whipped, which still made me worse. One
day, I went to a blacksmith’s, to buy a jew’s harp — not finding
him at home, I took one without leave. On my return, I was
whipped for running away. The next day, my master was informed
of the theft, and whipped me again, ordered me to return the
jew’s harp, and be back in an hour and a half, or he would repeat
the whipping. I overstaid the time, and he was as good as his
word, making me “pay dear for the whistle.” This severity was
so great, that I ran home; but instead of meeting with a welcome
reception from my parents; they carried me back again, and I
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received another whipping from my master. I now determined to
kill him; and the next day, when he had gone to mill, prepared
the means. He had a workshop, standing four or five feet from
the ground, a large stone made a step to the door, which opened
outwards. Just before he came home, I placed a large stick of
timber against the door, inside, and a broad axe on the top of
it, that they might fall on him, when the door was opened; but
for fear that it should fail of doing the business, I fixed the
barn door in the same way, and put the pitchfork on the top,
with the point downwards, so that I had great hopes of success.
When he came home, on opening the shop door, the fall of the
timber sprained his shoulder; at the barn door, the fork wounded
his foot: thus he escaped from my traps, and was able to give
me more severe drubbings. To be revenged, I one day, split the
locks of the hoops on the end of a hogshead of cider, so that
it burst; they were deceived, and I escaped suspicion. Being
further bent on doing all the mischief I could, I found a man
who would buy grain at half price, taking it at midnight, let
down by a rope, from a chamber window. In this way I kept myself
in money, and lightened my master’s grain chest. I also took
butter from the cellar, and sometimes a whole cheese. While
here, I formed an acquaintance with A_____, who was a person
after my own heart; he was older than myself, and experienced
in vice — we passed our evenings and Sundays together, often
robbing the farmers of their honey and water melons; of the
former, taking whole hives at a time. I now became so negligent,
that my master placed no confidence in me. As I as small, he
thought me the fittest person, when he was planting, to put the
beans, &c. in the corn hills; but instead of doing it as
directed, I threw them into a woodchuck’s hole; therefore he
seldom had beans and pumpkins of my planting. This was
discovered, by the seeds growing from the hole, and brought on
me severe punishment. I then ran away; but instead of going home,
I went about seven miles, to the house of my uncle. In a short
time, my mother came after me, and carried me back to my old
master — he was unwilling to receive me; but out of respect to
my mother, consented to try me one more, on condition that I
would mend my ways. To this I agreed, and went to work, and
behaved much better than I had done; but my evil genius would
not suffer me to live in peace. An accident happened, which
caused me the severest whipping I ever had. The contents of a
keg of molasses was missing; the mistress of the house pretended
that she found some of it in the drain, and I was accused of
putting it there. Of this crime I was innocent; — but one day,
when the old man and myself were in the woods, felling timber,
he took from a large elm tree about twenty branches and swore
he would make me own it, or wear them out upon me. Being
determined to die, rather than own any thing of which I was not
guilty, I was almost beaten to death, and carried the marks of
the elm for a month. In revenge, I set fire to the house; luckily
for him, it was discovered in time to save the house. The fire
was kindled among some rags in the chamber, and passed for an
accident — I was however, closely watched, and locked up every
night.
It might be supposed, that I should, before this time, have been
driven from the house; but I was an uncommon smart boy, always
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gay and cheerful, and could do more work than my master, so that
he always had a hope of reforming me; but this task can be
performed only by hemp, and his labor was all in vain. In this
manner I lived, till I was fourteen years old, when we parted.
It might be supposed, that I should, before this time, have been
driven from the house; but I was an uncommon smart boy, always
gay and cheerful, and could do more work than my master, so that
he always had a hope of reforming me; but this task can be
performed only by hemp, and his labor was all in vain. In this
manner I lived, till I was fourteen years old, and we parted.

 April 24, Wednesday: Maria Szymanowska performed for the court of Tsar Alyeksandr I in St. Petersburg.

 April 25, Thursday: For having killed Billy Williams in the yard of the Massachusetts State Prison, Samuel 
Green was hanged on the Boston Neck gallows tree.28

The survivors of the initial settlement on swampy Sherbro Island arrived at Cape Mesurado and began to build 
a new American Colonization Society settlement. A white representative of the Society was governing the 
colony, although eventually there would arise objections to the authoritarianism of a white Methodist 
missionary, the Reverend Jehudi Ashmun, who would replace Dr. Ayres as the ACS governing representative.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 4th M / With my H rode to Portsmouth to attend 
our Moy [Monthly] Meeting, stoped at Uncle Thurstons. — In the 
first Meeting was favored a little - two female appearances in 

28. Presumably the duly constituted authorities in Boston would have experienced no difficulty whatever in seeking out and 
retaining and remunerating the services of one or another Protestant reverend who was not so embarrassed by the death penalty as 
to be unwilling to mount the scaffold with the victim, and administer last rites.

(no gallows now, just a traffic light)
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the Ministry
In the last Meeting tho’ I laboured to get into the life & center 
down to the gift, yet it lay so low & my efforts was so paralised 
that I could not attain to what I desired & took but little share 
in the buisness Dined at Uncle Stantons - then rode Home —

 April 27, Saturday: Ulysses S. Grant was born in Ohio.

 April 28, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

28th of 4 M / Our Meetings very small in consequence of hevy 
rain [?] silent & as respects myself, I must acknowledge that I 
[-] miserably poor. — this was no small afflection to me as thee 
[—]ting fell to my care, those to whome the care usually falls 
were absent.

 April 29, Monday: Johann Nepomuk Hummel gave a concert in Konigsberg.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

29th of 4 M / This Afternoon Attended the funeral of CHARLES 
FEKE [—]ted last 5th day Afternoon. I was one of the bearers 
to this very benevolent man who was buried in Friends Ground, 
having [—] in the general a very exemplary man thro’ life & 
when he [—to any Meeting attended our, but the latter part of 
his [——] he was constantly engaged in buisness as an Apothecary 
his means were not very abundant yet Many times & oft’ has [——
]benevolent hand made the heart of the widow & orhpan Sing for 
joy —

 April 30, Tuesday: Percy Bysshe Shelley and Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley, and Edward and Jane 
Williams, moved to San Terenzo on the Bay of Lerici.

Johann Nepomuk Hummel gave another concert in Konigsberg, improvising on the organ of the Burgkirche 
(thus ended his only tour of Russia).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 30th of 4th M 1822 / This Morning sent John out to Uncle 
Stantons to stay during Election Week - And at 9 OClock with my 
wife & other Friends, went on board the Greenwich Packet to 
attend the Quarterly Meeting — we arrived in Greenwich a little 
past Noon & went up to Updikes Tavern & dined. - Then called 
a little while at cousin Wanton Caseys where we left our things 
& walked out to Daniel Howlands & took tea where we met several 
of our friends, soon after we got there David Buffum & several 
others came, which made them too full of lodgers, & D Buffum 
& my H & myself with John Greene went over to Thos Howlands, 
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& lodged

 End of April: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Claire Clairmont desired that their illegitimate daughter 
Allegra be buried in the churchyard of St Mary’s at Harrow on the Hill, London, England. The aristocratic 
Anglicans of Harrow School were not opposed to this, and the evangelicals of the Clapham sect agreed with 

this hidebound religious group that in order properly to safeguard the morals of the school’s scholar boys, there 
could be no tombstone. However, the Vicar, the Reverend John William Cunningham, then blundered into 
something strange by asking Byron’s friend Henry Drury, a tutor at Harrow School, to convey to the poet his 
compliments on the recently published CAIN: A MYSTERY. Drury was not discrete in his conversations and 
rumors about this obsequious behavior spread. Henry Drury’s friend Frances Trollope would create a satirical 
poem in which the good vicar for this blunder would be made to appear ridiculous. This sort of publicity would 
not help him one little bit in the ongoing struggle between his evangelical friends of the Clapham sect and the 
Anglicans who had set out to control Harrow School (and were well on their way to making themselves “high-
church”).

 May 1, Wednesday: Waldo Emerson to his journal:

John Phillips became Boston’s 1st Mayor. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day This morning Walked again to Greenwich - took quarters 
with cousin Wanton - & went to Select Meeting which was a season 
of quiet, but I believe no great flow of life tho’ a sense of 
thankfulness was felt undebr a sense of unity among the 

MAY

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

The peace of Europe of right belongs to the perfection of its 
police. There is no such mixture of disagreeable truth, in the 
quiet of our own nation. The entire internal repose of this 
country owes nothing to vigorous restriction or armed law. The 
spirit of the people is peace, & the sword at its side is for 
ornament rather than use.
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brethren.—

 May 2, Thursday: The Fellows of the Connecticut State Medical Society voted to petition the state legislature 
for an act of incorporation and funding of a public institution for the care of people with mental illness. The 
legislature did so and, on January 27, 1823, the Society voted to locate the facility at Hartford, on land owned 
by Ira Todd. The Connecticut Retreat for the Insane, later named the Hartford Retreat, opened for the 
admission of patients in 1824.29

Maria Szymanowska performed before the Russian royal family at the Noblemen’s Club in Moscow. 

In a duel between the Duke of Buckingham and the Duke of Bedford on account of some disparaging remarks 
that had been made by the Duke of Bedford, the Duke of Buckingham fired and missed, whereupon the Duke 
of Bedford discharged his pistol into the air, whereupon the antagonists shook hands.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day - came on the Quarterly Meeting at large - In the first 
Meeting Thos Anthony & Wm Almy appeard in good solid testimonys, 
then Thos in Solemn reverend supplication, in which I thought 
life & power rose into dominion, & certainly my feelings were 
in a better state than they had been for sometime, having been 
much in poverty & leanness for some weeks — After a short 
testimony from Betsy Purinton the Meeting closed & we proceded 
to the Usual buisness, which was transacted in harmony & good 
order, & I believe many minds were thankful they were present. —
At early candle light John Wilbour appointed a Meeting for the 
inhabitants of Greenwich, which was attended pretty largely & 
friends who were there from other Meetings also attended — John 
was much favored to open the Truths of the Gospel to the people 
-D Buffum said a few words, lively & powerful & Ruth Meely 
concluded in Solemn supplication —

 May 3, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day Morning at 7 OClock we got on board the Packet & in two 
hours were at home & found all well

 May 4, Saturday: The United States federal Congress appropriated funds for establishing relations with 
several Latin American nations.

 May 5, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 5th of 5 M 1822 / What a poor bleak barran thing I have 
been for a long time — poor Meetings today - a small appearance 

29. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological 
Association, 1994
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from a woman fr in the Morning -

 May 7, Tuesday: The Church of St. Pancras was consecrated in London (this Greek Revival structure was a 
design by William and Henry Inwood).

Die Rose, a song by Franz Schubert to words of von Schlegel, was published in the Zeitschrift fur Kunst, 
Vienna.

Waldo Emerson confessed in his journal that he has just recovered from a recurrence of an annual depression:

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

I have a return of the identical thoughts & temperament which I 
had a year ago. But this Sun shines upon ... a changed person 
in condition, in hope.... now I’m a hopeless Schoolmaster.... 
Hope, it is true, still hangs out, though at a further distance, 
her gay banners; but I have found her a cheat once, twice, many 
times, and shall I trust the deciever [sic] again?
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THE 1ST TUESDAY IN MAY WAS THE ANNUAL 
“MUSTER DAY,” ON WHICH ALL THE ABLEBODIED 

WHITE MEN OF A TOWN WERE SUPPOSEDLY 
REQUIRED TO FALL INTO FORMATION, WITH THEIR 

PERSONAL FIREARMS, TO UNDERGO THEIR 
ANNUAL DAY OF MILITARY TRAINING AND MILITIA 

INDOCTRINATION.
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 May 8, Wednesday: What would soon become the most popular song in America, “Home Sweet Home,” was 
first performed on the stage of the Covent Garden Theatre in London. It was part of a play CLARI, OR, THE 
MAID OF MILAN, by John Howard Payne.

An ice ship, The Spring, arrived in the Thames with some 300 tons of ice for the London market, in blocks of 
20 hundredweight which had been cut from a fjord about 100 miles north of Trondhjem on the Norwegian 
coast. (This was in fact the 2d such delivery but 1st first is not as well documented.)

Publication of the Quintet for Piano and Strings op.87 by Johann Nepomuk Hummel was announced in the 
Wiener Zeitung.

The Liszt family departs Raiding to move to Vienna where Franz may pursue serious musical study. They were 
being funded by several Hungarian noblemen from Pressburg (Bratislava). 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[obscured] 8th of 5th M / A small spring of life this morning

 May 9, Thursday: Four songs by Franz Schubert were published by Cappi and Diabelli, Vienna as his op.8: 
Der Jungling auf dem Hugel to words of Huttenbrenner, and Sehnsucht, Erlafsee and Am Strome, all to words 
of Mayrhofer. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[obscured] 9th of 5 M / To me a good Silent Meeting tho’ when I 
went [obscured] my great leanness & weakness were my companions.

COOLNESS
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 May 12, Sunday: “My manner was not such as to satisfy myself.” The Reverend Convers Francis of 
Watertown, Massachusetts exchanged pulpits for the day with the Reverend Ezra Ripley of Concord. His 
prooftext for the Concord morning service was John 14:6 and his topic was “The Way, the truth, and the Life.” 
His prooftext for the afternoon service was Romans 14:12 and his topic was “On the Accountability of God.”

Waldo Emerson to his journal (a crossed out entry): 

(We may wonder for how many minutes he was able to hold out.)

Percy Bysshe Shelley’s boat, the Don Juan, arrived.

Gaetano Donizetti’s dramma La zingara to words of Tottola was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro 
Nuovo, Naples. The composer would remark “the public was certainly not stingy with compliments.” 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[obscured] day 12 of 5 M / A favoured Meeting this morning H 
Dennis was [obscured] afed in a lively testimony — In the 
Afternoon rather lean to m

 May 15, Wednesday: John Wedderburn Halkett, John McLoughlin, and the new governor of the Red River 
colony, Andrew H. Bulger, set off by canoe from Montréal on a visit to the settlement.

 May 16, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[obscured] 16th of 5 M / Our Meeting was rather small. —

 May 17, Friday: Friedrich IV replaced Emil Leopold August as Duke of Saxe-Gotha.

 May 18, Saturday: Augustin de Iturbide was named Emperor of Mexico.

I have a nasty appetite which I will not gratify.
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 May 21, Tuesday: At some point subsequent to the 20th, Percy Bysshe Shelley authored “The Triumph of 
Life.”

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe received, courtesy of the composer, a copy of Ludwig van Beethoven’s 
Meeresstille un gluckliche Fahrt, a cantata composed to Goethe’s words. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day [sic] 21st of 5 M 1822 / Our Meetings were both Silent 
& to me pretty good seasons in comparrison with some meeting 
that I have sat in of late. — & my heart was in measure thankful 
for the favour. —
After tea walked with Sister Ruth out to David Buffum Jr to see 
their little son Benjamin who is very ill with the Quincy or 
Putrid sore throat —
Sister Ruth staid to Watch - with John & his cousin Richard I 
walked to Tomany Hill & then returned

 May 23, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

[obscured]ay 23rd of 5 M / Meeting was pretty well attended, the 
weather being [obscured]rd several aged friends were present who 
cannot get otr [obscured] common. - we Sat in Silence, to me it 
was a season of labour & some reward was experienced, but alass 
I have but little to say for myself — it is & has been for 
[obscured] long time but a low time with me. — Cousin Hannah 
Gardiner dined with us & took tea after which she & my H went 
over to Abigail Shermans to set the evening. —

 May 24, Friday: A South American army under Jose Antonio de Sucre defeated the Spanish and Loyalist 
defenders of Quito on the slopes of Pichincha, enabling the independence of Ecuador.
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 May 25, Saturday: Waldo Emerson’s 19th birthday.

An idle conversation occurred on the fish wharf in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina. William Paul, a 
black slave, asked Peter Prioleau, a mulatto house slave, whether he was aware that “something serious is 
about to take place.” Prioleau had not heard of this, so Paul went on then, to explain that “many of us are 
determined to right ourselves” and that their intent was to “shake off our bondage.” According to AN OFFICIAL 
REPORT OF THE TRIALS OF SUNDRY NEGROES, CHARGED WITH AN ATTEMPT TO RAISE AN INSURRECTION IN 
THE STATE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA: PRECEDED BY AN INTRODUCTION AND NARRATIVE; AND IN AN APPENDIX, 
A REPORT OF THE TRIALS OF FOUR WHITE PERSONS, ON INDICTMENTS FOR ATTEMPTING TO EXCITE THE 
SLAVES TO INSURRECTION. PREPARED AND PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE COURT. BY LIONEL H. 
KENNEDY & THOMAS PARKER ... (Charleston, 1822),30 Prioleau was so agitated at the thought of this 
conversation that, a few days later, he would confide in William Penceel, a free mulatto who himself owned 
fifteen black slaves, and Penceel would advise him that to be safe he needed to inform his owners, John Cordes 
Prioleau and Marianne Cordes Prioleau, who were wealthy plantation owners. In his master’s absence, the 
slave would confide in his mistress and she would notify the mayor of the municipality. As their reward for 
this service to white people, revealing the alleged Denmark Vesey conspiracy, Penceel would receive a cash 
sum of $1,000 and Prioleau a cash sum of $200 (Penceel would receive this higher amount on account of being 
free and being lighter skinned than Prioleau) and then each would receive a $50 annuity for life, and in 
addition, Penceel would be permanently exempted from the Free Negro Tax, and in his subsequent years, Peter 
Prioleau would be manumitted by Mr. and Mrs. Prioleau after a government payout to them of $1,200, and 
would also be entirely exempted from any taxation for life (by 1840 Peter would own seven black slaves).

30. The source misidentifies Peter Prioleau as “Devany Prioleau” and William Penceel as “George Pencil.”

SERVILE INSURRECTION
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 May 26, Sunday: A conflagration at the great wooden Grue Church caused the deaths of well over a hundred 
worshipers (the log structure of the church had been “weatherized” on the outside with an enormous quantity 
of flammable pitch; this has been the greatest fire disaster ever to occur in Norway).

 May 27, Monday: Nurmahal, oder Das Rosenfest von Kaschmir, a lyrisches Drama mit Ballet by Gaspare 
Spontini to words of Herklots after Moore, was performed for the initial time at the Royal Opera House, 
Berlin. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 27th of 5th M / Early this morning Benjamin, son of D 
Buffum Jr departed this life aged 3 years 7 Months & about 15 
day [Thursday]s. — It is an afflicting event particularly as 
it was a very fine child. - The removal was Sudden & till within 
a few hours unexpected. - May it teach Survivers the uncertainty 
of time -
I sympathize with them, remembering the loss of our little Caleb 
—

 May 29, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 29th of 5th M / Attended the funeral of the 
abovementioned Child which was large, & a Solid favoured Season 
to some minds - J Dennis in Short testimony & Hannah in 
supplication

 May 30, Thursday: Peter Prioleau, a mulatto house slave, betrayed the Denmark Vesey conspiracy, allegedly 
one of the most elaborate slave plots on record, involving thousands of blacks in Charleston, South Carolina 
and vicinity. The latest timetable for the action had June 17th as the day on which they were to embark on 
ships seized in the harbor and set sail toward the promise of freedom in the black republic of Haiti.31 During 
the ensuing two months, authorities would be arresting 131 persons of color, of whom 37 would hang and 32 
be condemned to exile, plus 4 whites, who would be fined and imprisoned.

On May 30th, 1822, a “faithful and confidential slave” disclosed
to the Intendant of Charleston, S. C., that, on Sunday evening,
June 16th, the slaves had determined to rise in rebellion
against the whites, “set fire to the Governor’s house, seize the
Guard-house and Arsenal, and sweep the town with fire and sword,
not permitting a white soul to escape.” Of the supposed
conspirators, one hundred and thirty-one were committed to
prison, thirty-five executed, and thirty-seven banished. Of the
six ringleaders, Ned Bennet, Peter Poyas, Rolla, Batteau, Jesse,
and Denmark Vesey, all were slaves, except Vesey, who had been
a slave thirty-eight years, a free man twenty-two years, having
in 1800 purchased his freedom.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5th day 30th of 5 M / Our first meeting was Silent - In the last 
there was considerable buisness which went on pretty well, in 
good Harmony. —

 June: The contract for the easternmost prism (bed) of the Erie Canal was awarded to John Merriam and 
Obadiah Densmore.

31. President of Haiti Jean-Pierre Boyer had advertised in American gazettes for free black immigrants with tools and skills. On 
July 1, 1820 Niles Weekly Register had noted accurately the astonishing fertility of its soil which made the island the garden of the 
western archipelago (something of which we need to remind ourselves from time to time in the midst of the present’s eroded 
barrenness and general filthiness) and of a structure of law ensuring a free country to Africans and their descendants (that’s before 
US Marines, the Tonton Macoute, and local dictators such as Papa Doc and Baby Doc). There yet remain on the Peninsula of 
Samaná, enduring these present conditions, some impoverished descendants of those 19th-Century immigrants who elected to 
linger.

Volume 18, page 326: President Boyer is inviting the free blacks
of the United States to emigrate to Hayti, in preference to
Africa, promising them protection and assistance. An address to
the Haytians on this subject says — “Our past sufferings — our
unexampled efforts to regain our primitive rights — our solemn
oath to live free and independent — the happy situation on our
island, which may be justly called the queen of the Antilles —
the astonishing fertility of its soil, which makes it the garden
of the western archipelago — the progress of its inhabitants in
civilization, and in some of the fine arts; our wise
constitution which insures a free country to Africans and their
descendants; all lead us to believe that the hand of Providence
has destined Hayti for a land of promise, a sacred asylum, where
our unfortunate brethren will, in the end, see their wounds
healed by the balm of equality, and their tears wiped away by
the protecting hand of liberty.”

JUNE

NILES WEEKLY REGISTER
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 June: It was a year after the spiritual breaking point which Thomas Carlyle would characterize, in his SARTOR 
RESARTUS, as the “Everlasting No”:

At this point Carlyle wrote home to his mother:

... all at once there rose a Thought in me, and I asked myself: “What
art thou afraid of? Wherefore, like a coward, dost thou forever pip
and whimper, and go cowering and trembling? Despicable biped! What
is the sum-total of the worst that lies before thee? Death? Well,
Death; and say the pangs of Tophet too, and all that the Devil and
Man may, will or can do against thee! Hast thou not a heart; canst
thou not suffer whatsoever it be; and, as a Child of Freedom, though
outcast, trample Tophet itself under thy feet, while it consumes
thee? Let it come, then; I will meet and defy it!” And as so I
thought, there rushed like a stream of fire over my whole soul; and
I shook base Fear away from me forever, I was strong, of unknown
strength, a spirit, almost a god. Even from that time, the temper of
my misery was changed; not Fear or whining Sorrow was it, but
Indignation and grim fire-eyed Defiance. Thus has the EVERLASTING NO
(das ewige Nein) pealed authoritatively through all the recesses of
my Being, of my ME; and then was it that my whole ME stood up, in
native God-created majesty, and with emphasis recorded its Protest.
Such a protest, the most important transaction in Life, may that same
Indignation and Defiance, in psychological point of view, be fitly
called. The Everlasting No had said: “Behold, thou art fatherless,
outcast, and the Universe is mine (the Devil’s)”; to which my whole
Me now made answer: “I am not thine, but Free, and forever hate thee!”
It is from this hour that I incline to date my Spiritual New-birth,
or Baphometic Fire-baptism; perhaps I directly thereupon began to be
a Man.

I have also books to write, and things to say and do in this world,
which few wot of. This has the air of vanity, but it is not altogether
so. I consider that my Almighty Author has given me some glimmerings
of superior understanding and mental gifts; and I should reckon it
the worst treason against him to neglect improving & using to the
very utmost of my power these his bountiful mercies.
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 June: Hugh McCulloch and William Hartnell arrived in Alta California and trade in cowhides began, for the 
manufacture of shoes in Lynn. The initial contract price was a standard $1 per cowhide, if it was properly 
soaked and dried and folded in half. It might take two years for a coasting vessel to get entirely loaded with a 
cargo of pressed-down cowhides, and such a cargo might consist of the skins of some 38,000 to 45,000 
animals.

 June 2, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 2nd of 6th M 1822 / In the morning Father Rodman had a 
few words to offer - in the Afternoon Anne Dennis was engaged 
in a short offering, & both to me were good Meetings. —
particularly the Afternoon, which was a season of favor, to me, 
for which I desire to be thankful - After tea visited David 
Williams, [grandfather of the above child and S G’s clock-
repair-maker-mentor] who is in a poor state of health but may 
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outlive many who appear more robust.

 June 6, Thursday: At the fur-trading post on Michilimackinac Island in the strait between Lake Michigan and 
Lake Huron, Alexis St. Martin was accidentally shot in the stomach (which would lead to Dr. William 
Beaumont’s studies on digestion).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 6th of 6th M 1822 / A Meeting of some favour for which 
I desire to be thankful for my measure. - J Dennis expressed a 
few words. —

 June 9, Sunday: Waldo Emerson to his journal:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 9 of 6 M / Having been very unwell for some days, was 
bled this morning in my right Arm, which prevented my attending 
the morning Meeting - In the Afternoon Father Rodman & D Buffum 
were engaged in lively & pertinent testimony —

 June 10, Monday: The Acropolis of Athens was surrendered by its Ottoman garrison  after many months of 
siege. It would remain under the control of the Greek revolutionaries.
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Upon a mountain-solitude a man instantly feels a sensible 
exaltation and a better claim to his rights in the universe. 
He who wanders in the woods percieves [sic] how natural it was 
to pagan imagination to find gods in every deep grove & by each 
fountain head. Nature seems to him not to be silent but to be 
eager & striving to break out into music. Each tree, flower, and 
stone, he invests with life & character; and it is impossible 
that the wind which breathes so expressive a sound amid the 
leaves — should mean nothing.
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 June 11, Tuesday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, according to PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 15, on this date Thomas Shields, 
convicted of having brought slaves into New Orleans, was pardoned by the ever-compassionate and 
understanding President James Monroe (Monroe had balls, opium balls; for instance in this year we have 
noted that he wrote the emperor of China to ask him to please return some balls of American opium that had 
been intercepted by wicked Chinese port authorities).

 June 12, Wednesday: Henry Grinnell got married with Sarah Minturn. This union would produce Henry 
Walton Grinnell and Sylvia Grinnell (Ruxton).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 12th of 6 M / We have been several days very buisy in 
preparing for the Approaching Yearly Meeting, it looks as if 
there will be a larger proportion of friends from other Yearly 
Meetings than common, & the weight falls heavily on the few 
friends in Newport. — May our hands & hearts be strengthened, 
may we conduct wisely & skillfully, both in providing for our 
friends & in our movements in the concerns of the Church. —

 June 13, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 13th of 6 M / Our Meeting was pretty well attended, 
Silent [&] solid. We had the company of our friends John Morton 
[&] Wife of Philadelphia who have come to pass the summer in 
this Town — In the Preparative meeting we processed the 
appointment of overseers & Henry Gould a new [—] was brought 
forward

 June 14, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 14th of 6 M / Friends have begun to come to attend the 
Yearly Meeting [a] number came last night from Nantucket
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 June 15, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 15th of 6 M / With my H rode to Portsmouth to attend our 
Select [—]lry Meeting Stoped at Uncle Sam; Thurstons where I saw 
[&] became acquainted with our fr George Withey from England 
[our} Meeting was the largest Select Meeting I ever sat in & D 
Buffum thought it was the largest he had seen in that [—-se] it 
was a solid time, tho’ the seed was low under [—]ssion — Hannah 
Smith of Burlington opened the Service [in a] short but Solid 
testimony, & after a short but weighty [-] from G Withey. it 
[at] the proposal of D Buffum the Meeting proceeded to buisness, 
which was conducted with weight - We dined with Saml Thurston 
where we again had the Company of G Withey & found he improved 
on acquaintance —
After dinner rode home & found some company

 June 16, Sunday: Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley miscarried.

Authorities at Charleston arrested ten black slaves suspected of being ringleaders in the Denmark Vesey 
uprising. Eventually the total arrested would rise to 131 blacks and 4 whites, of whom 37 would hang. 

 June 16, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day / Our Meeting this morning was very large & tho’ life 
was rather low, yet it was remarkably Solemn -the first 
appearance was Mary Slocum of NYork solemn & sweet -next Benj 
Rodman in a very unsound & unacceptable manner - next was Hannah 
Smith from Burlington in solemn & acceptable supplication. - 
Then Manassa Robins & tho’ his communication was apparantly 
sound yet was not calculated for usefulness in a Meeting like 
that - after a pretty long silence the Meeting closed, after two 
hours sitting pretty satisfactorily. —
In the afternoon there was as usual a very great crowd -after a 
little space a young Man spoke who I did not see hear or Know - 
& then after the Meeting had set an hour our fr George Withey 
from England was engaged in a truly Apostolic testimony of more 
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than an hour, much to satisfaction & the meeting closed well.

 June 17, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day / A solid covering was witnessed in the opening of the 
Meeting, lively & acceptable testimonys were [?] first by David 
Howland then David Buffum then Clarke Rodman [teacher who ran a 
school & father of SG’s wife Hannah] & on motion of Sylvester 
Weeks the Meeting proceeded to buisness, which proceeded in 
usual course & many of the epistles & particularly the one from 
London was very pertinent to the State of the times - a little 
interruption was experienced by some untimely & impertinent 
remarks by BR & M Ruggles, but Truth was set over them & [?] 
that time no notice taken of them. —
2nd day Afternoon / The state of society was entered upon that 
excited much feeling, & some remarks, particularly of accounts 
from Sandwich & Salem, — which contained accounts of disunity 
sorrowful to hear which occasioned the appointment of a 
committee for general services [both meetings had been disrupted 
by the emergence of Ranters among them, ed] — The committee 
appointed last year on account of the Penobscot Indians 
reported, which excited many remarks, particularly from Rowland 
Greene [Archives has some of his transcribed papers, ed.]

 June 18, Tuesday: The state of Mississippi at this point consolidated its laws in regard to slaves, free negroes, 
and mulattoes.

§ 2. Slaves born and resident in the United States, and not
criminals, may be imported.

§ 3. No slave born or resident outside the United States shall
be brought in, under penalty of $1,000 per slave. Travellers are
excepted. REVISED CODE OF THE LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI (Natchez, 1824),
page 369.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day / our Select Meeting this morning at 8 OClock held four 
hours & an half & was a season of much exercise, the State of 
society as respects that branch of society was pretty fully gone 
into & many pertinent & living testimonys were delivered, 
particularly from George Withey, Christo[pher] Healy & others. 
-also some appearance of a wrong spirit in an individual or two 
-but Truth the everlasting truth stood its ground, & will stand 
its ground tho’ [some?] men leave it - it is plainly to be 
discovered however effectively [?] its opposite may be dressed 
up, even tho’ it may be painted like Zion & built like Zion, yet 
that the true stamp may be discovered from all false coins
The Meeting at large met today at 4 OClock in the Afternoon & a 
short silence proceeded to buisness - the buisness transacted 
was attended with considerable debate & some trying 
circumstances, one of which was that of a friends requesting to 
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[be] dismissed from the School committee & meeting for [?] 
Sufferings who had stood long on both & been very servicable now 
apparantly from a disafection to Society withdrew [-] service - 
- This circumstance was affecting - “as when a standard bearer 
fainteth” —

 June 19, Wednesday: The republic of Columbia organized by General Simón Bolívar out of the territories 
now known as Columbia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Panama was recognized by the US government.

The United States recognized the Republic of Colombia.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day / The Select Meeting met this morning at 8 OClock after 
a short solemn sitting concluded, — Alice Rathbone was engaged 
in reverend Supplication - There is no meeting at [—] this 
morning to give time for the committee on general service to 
digest concerns, before them —
4th day Afternoon / The opening of our Meeting this Afternoon 
was singularly Solemn - An Aged man who made a grievous misstep 
in an unguarded speech which wounded himself & his friends very 
deeply - while the meeting was quiet & before any thing was Said, 
he rose & in a solemn manner made an affecting acknowledgement. 
- which was very cordially received, with many expressions from 
different friends of their kind feelings towards him & again 
received him into fellowship — This was the most satisfactory 
circumstance of the Kind I ever Knew of, & I have no doubt will 
have great weight on many minds. —
But little buisness was presented as the committee on epistles 
were not ready to submit their essays to the consideration of 
the meeting. — So it was adjourned to the 8th hour tomorrow 
morning, & our Public Meeting put off till the 3rd hour in the 
Afternoon. —

 June 20, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day / Our Meeting this morning was long & some bitter herbs 
were eaten, & on the whole I did not think it was crowned with 
that life which was felt in some of the former sittings. —burdens 
which some friends thought they had in some measure been 
relieved from, seemed to return, but I cannot think but Truth 
gained the victory — Many remarks & criticisms were made on the 
essays of epistles which I thought were unproffitable. —
In the public Meeting we had a very dull time indeed it might 
be said death reigned the meeting & but little was said —Mary 
Newhall was present, took the high seat by the side of Elizabeth 
Rodman & preached - which was an afflicting circumstance after 
all the trouble friends have had with her in Lynn. — [ranterism 
(Ed.)]
After dinner all our company left us, our family this year has 
consisted of Thos Anthony & his daughter Lydia, John Warren & 
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his wife - Sarah & Cathirine Collins - Mirriam Newhall, Martha 
Cobb — Stephen Oliver, Daniel Howland & Micajah [?] Pratt, who 
were all acceptable guests. —
I must not omit that we had the company of Our Venerable friend 
Moses Brown to dinner —

 June 21, Friday: Royalists took Urgel, Spain by assault, putting the greater part of its garrison to the sword. 
On September 14th a regency would be formed that would profess to intend to govern Spain in the name of 
Ferdinand VII, but upon the approach of Mina on November 10th, that regency government would be forced 
into flight.

 June 22, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day / Our friends being all gone we feel lonesome tho’ 
relieved from considerable bodily & mental exercise - Adna 
Heaton, Tristram Russel & John T Hallack took breakfast with us 
-& in the early part of the forenoon we had a pleasant call from 
our friend George Withey & his companion [?] Morris.

 June 23, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day / Our frd George Withey attended our Morning Meeting 
then the Afternoon was at Portsmouth - the Meeting in town was 
large & he preached a truly orthodox Sermon In The Afternoon 
Tristram Russell & Ruth Spencer were with us & exercised their 
gifts...- This seems to be the last of Yearly Meeting, & I hardly 
know what to say About it. - Trial awaits us, but I believe 
[?there?] is no trial so great, but to use a common expression 
- a plaster is made as great as the Sore. — We understand George 
was favoured at Portsmouth [tho’?] not so open in the ministry 
as in Newport
Took tea at Father [Clarke] Rodmans after Meeting. —

At approximately this point Denmark Vesey was captured.

 June 24, Monday: The Reverend Thaddeus Mason Harris, D.D. delivered a discourse at Marblehead that 
would soon be printed at Cambridge by the firm of Hilliard and Metcalf.

 June 25, Tuesday: Ernst Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann died in Berlin at the age of 46.

 June 26, Wednesday: Thomas Jefferson wrote from Monticello to Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse:

DEAR SIR,
I have received and read with thankfulness and pleasure your 
denunciation of the abuses of tobacco and wine. Yet, however 
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sound in its principles, I expect it will be but a sermon to the 
wind. You will find it as difficult to inculcate these sanative 
precepts on the sensualities of the present day, as to convince 
an Athanasian that there is but one God. I wish success to both 
attempts, and am happy to learn from you that the latter, at 
least, is making progress, and the more rapidly in proportion 
as our Platonizing Christians make more stir and noise about it. 
The doctrines of Jesus are simple, and tend all to the happiness 
of man. 
1. That there is one only God, and he all perfect.
2. That there is a future state of rewards and punishments.
3. That to love God with all thy heart and thy neighbor as 
thyself, is the sum of religion.
These are the great points on which he endeavored to reform the 
religion of the Jews. But compare with these the demoralizing 
dogmas of Calvin. 
1. That there are three Gods.
2. That good works, or the love of our neighbor, are nothing.
3. That faith is every thing, and the more incomprehensible the 
proposition, the more merit in its faith.
4. That reason in religion is of unlawful use.
5. That God, from the beginning, elected certain individuals to 
be saved, and certain others to be damned; and that no crimes 
of the former can damn them; no virtues of the latter save.
Now, which of these is the true and charitable Christian? He who 
believes and acts on the simple doctrines of Jesus? Or the 
impious dogmatists, as Athanasius and Calvin? Verily I say these 
are the false shepherds foretold as to enter not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but to climb up some other way. They are 
mere usurpers of the Christian name, teaching a counter-religion 
made up of the deliria of crazy imaginations, as foreign from 
Christianity as is that of Mahomet. Their blasphemies have 
driven thinking men into infidelity, who have too hastily 
rejected the supposed author himself, with the horrors so 
falsely imputed to him. Had the doctrines of Jesus been preached 
always as pure as they came from his lips, the whole civilized 
world would now have been Christian. I rejoice that in this 
blessed country of free inquiry and belief, which has 
surrendered its creed and conscience to neither kings nor 
priests, the genuine doctrine of one only God is reviving, and 
I trust that there is not a young man now living in the United 
States who will not die an Unitarian.
But much I fear, that when this great truth shall be re-
established, its votaries will fall into the fatal error of 
fabricating formulas of creed and confessions of faith, the 
engines which so soon destroyed the religion of Jesus, and made 
of Christendom a mere Aceldama; that they will give up morals 
for mysteries, and Jesus for Plato. How much wiser are the 
Quakers, who, agreeing in the fundamental doctrines of the 
gospel, schismatize about no mysteries, and, keeping within the 
pale of common sense, suffer no speculative differences of 
opinion, any more than of feature, to impair the love of their 
brethren. Be this the wisdom of Unitarians, this the holy mantle 
which shall cover within its charitable circumference all who 
believe in one God, and who love their neighbor! 
I conclude my sermon with sincere assurances of my friendly 
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esteem and respect.
Thomas Jefferson

 June 27, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27th of 6 M 1822 / This morning rode to Portsmouth with 
Sister Mary to attend The Monthly Meeting - Stoped at Uncle 
Thurstons — Meeting was silent - The buisness was transacted 
pretty well, & with a degree of satisfactory weight
Dined at Uncle Stantons. —

 June 29, Saturday: La lettera anonima, a dramma per musica by Gaetano Donizetti to words of Genoino, 
was performed for the initial time, in Naples’s Teatro del Fondo.

In Brussels, Charles-Lucien Jules Laurent Bonaparte got married with his 1st cousin Zenaide Laetitia Julie 
Bonaparte. Soon the couple would voyage to the United States. 

During the voyage Carlo obtained specimens of a new storm-petrel, and upon arrival he would present a paper 
on this discovery, which would be named after Alexander Wilson. 
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The couple would reside with a relative in Bordentown, New Jersey and Carlo would set about updating 
Alexander Wilson’s 8-volume quarto AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGY; OR, THE NATURAL HISTORY OF BIRDS 
OF THE UNITED STATES.

CAPE COD: We read the following as to the Storm Petrel
(Thalassidroma Wilsonii), which is seen in the Bay as well as on
the outside. “The feathers on the breast of the Storm Petrel are,
like those of all swimming birds, water-proof; but substances not
susceptible of being wetted with water are, for that very reason,
the best fitted for collecting oil from its surface. That function
is performed by the feathers on the breast of the Storm Petrels
as they touch on the surface; and though that may not be the only
way in which they procure their food, it is certainly that in
which they obtain great part of it. They dash along till they have
loaded their feathers and then they pause upon the wave and remove
the oil with their bills.”

PEOPLE OF
CAPE COD

ALEXANDER WILSON

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/CAPE/PeopleMentionedInCAPE.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 Late June: John Wedderburn Halkett, John McLoughlin, and the new governor of the Red River colony, 
Andrew H. Bulger, arrived when the settlers were in a demoralized state. Their crop had been consumed by 
grasshoppers and bison were hardly to be found. Dakota warriors had murdered ten settlers near Pembina in 
North Dakota to their south. Halkett assured the settlers that they were going to receive a supply of farm 
animals and would be paid fixed prices for their production. He arranged a reduction in the interest rate they 
were being charged on their loan and made concessions in rent. To reduce costs he closed the Red River 
administrative buildings and terminated the Hudson Bay Company post at Pembina. He asked Bishop Joseph-
Norbert Provencher to recall Father Severe Dumoulin (the Roman Catholic mission at Pembina would close 
in the following year).

 June 30, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 30th of 6 M / Silent meetings & both rather smaller than 
usual. —

 Summer: South Carolina began to incarcerate black American sailors on Northern ships visiting its ports, if 
these black sailors were free men rather than slaves.

 Summer: In consequence of the planned servile insurrection of June, Denmark Vesey and 36 other black 
people, mostly skilled craftsmen such as blacksmiths, mostly motivated by religion, were hanged, and 43 
black people were transported. In addition, 48 were whipped.

 Summer: Samuel Joseph May and his sister Louisa were riding the stage from Baltimore to Washington DC 
when they witnessed along the side of the road a coffle of slaves. They discovered that it was one thing to 
know that such things existed — and quite another thing to be a witness to such a sight.

 July: James Henry Leigh Hunt moved to Pisa to join George Gordon, Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley 
in publishing The Liberal.

 July: Friend Sarah Moore Grimké returned from Charleston to Philadelphia, this time to reside initially with 
Friend Israel Morris’s sister, Friend Catherine Morris.

SUMMER 1822

JULY

CANADA
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 July: According to a comet list published in Boston in 1846, attributed to Professor Benjamin Peirce:

 July 1, Monday: Percy Bysshe Shelley and Edward Williams sailed to Leghorn to meet the Hunts.

 July 2, Tuesday: River boats began using the Erie Canal section from the Genesee River to Pittsford, with 
overland connection for several miles until the Irondequoit valley embankment could be completed in 
October.

As the free black man Denmark Vesey and 5 slaves who had been his aides were being hanged at Blake’s 
Landing, Charleston, one of the condemned men, Peter Poyas, was overheard to be imploring the others —

“Do not open your lips! Die silent, as you shall see me do.”

 July 3, Wednesday: Charles Babbage published his proposal for a “difference engine” for the mechanical 
calculation of logarithms and trigonometric functions. Construction of an operational version would proceed 
under British Government sponsorship from 1823 to 1832 but the enormous geared device would not be 
completed.

The Charleston Courier noted recent global and local events:

===========================================
WEDNESDAY MORNING, JULY 3, 1822.
===========================================

The Treaty with France, published in this
morning’s Courier, is copied from the Na-
tional Intelligencer of the 28th ult. in which
paper it appears both in French and English —
but as we have no accents amongst our
types, it was impossible for us to give it correctly
in the French language. In the French
copy, the signature of M. HYDE DE NEU-
VILLE precedes that of Mr. ADAMS.

___
Execution. — DENMARK VESEY, (a free black

man) ROLLA, BATTEAU, NED, PETER, and
JESSE, (slaves) convicted of an attempt to
raise an insurrection in this state, were exe-
cuted, pursuant to sentence, yesterday morn-
ing, between the hours of 6 and 8 o’clock.

___
Officers of the Charleston Bible Society,

for 1822-3:
Gen. C.C. PINCKNEY, President.
Rev. Dr. FURMAN, Senior Vice-President.

SKY EVENT

HANGING

DENMARK VESEY
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After this conspiracy, since Vesey had purchased his manumission, South Carolina would extend its 
prohibition of the manumission of slaves, which had been a protective ordinance applied only to those who 
were too old, sick, or crippled to any longer care for themselves, effective immediately, into a categorical and 
total prohibition of any manumission.

 Our national birthday, Thursday the 4th of July: Hezikiah Prince Jr. lived in the small port town (for the 
coasting trade) of Thomaston, Maine, and in his journal of 1822-1828 (published by the Maine Historical 
Society in 1965) he described the July 4th celebrations there. A modest celebration this year was:32

ushered in by the discharge of cannon ... the ringing of bells,
and the halloos of the true Sons of Liberty.... The spirit and
patriotism of ’76 seamed still to flame in the breast of every
citizen, especially the young who appeared very much animated.
The few surviving veterans around us ... appeared to renew their
age and glow with the same spirit which filled their breast in
those ever to be remembered days.

Judge Bushrod Washington announced that since Mount Vernon was his private property, he was no longer 
going to tolerate the celebrants who were in the habit of coming up the river to indulge themselves at annual 
“Steam-boat parties” and “eating, drinking, and dancing parties.”

In Saratoga County, New York, 5,000 citizens and 52 authentic soldiers of the Revolution assembled at the 
field upon which General Burgoyne had surrendered on October 17, 1777.

In Nashville, Tennessee, after Governor William Carroll presented a sword to General Andrew Jackson, 
both these dignitaries made speeches.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 4th of 7 M / In the forenoon meeting Hannah Dennis 
appeard in supplication, then D Buffum in solemn impressive 
testimony. - Then Hannah Dennis & then Jonathon Dennis in 
testimony. - it was a solemn favoured testimony. — In the 
Afternoon the meeting was Silent & good —

 July 5, Friday: John Thoreau, Jr.’s 7th birthday. 

 July 6, Saturday: The Mendelssohn family, including Fanny and Felix Mendelssohn depart Berlin for a 
journey to Switzerland.

32. This was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s, or Hathorne’s, 18th birthday.

SERVILE INSURRECTION

CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
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 July 7, Sunday: Spanish Royal Guards formed at Pardo and marched toward Madrid with a muddled plan to 
seize control of the government.

Three wagonloads of merchandise were brought to Santa Fe in Mejico territory by a Missouri trader named 
William Becknell, thus inaugurating the Santa Fe Trail — 800 miles overland from Independence Rock on the 
Kansas River along the Kansas River and along the Arkansas River toward the Rocky Mountains, and then 
southward through Raton Pass toward Santa Fe.

 July 8, Monday: In the “Long Woods” purchase, the Chippewa tribe released a huge tract of land in Ontario 
to the United Kingdom.

Spanish Royal Guards were defeated in Madrid by troops and militia loyal to the ministry.

In Pisa, George Gordon, Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley had renewed their friendship and found they 
had a common interest in heroic adventures upon the wine-dark sea. Byron was doing well, financially, and 
was building what he termed a “war-chest” for political adventures in the East Mediterranean. He also had a 
classy schooner built for himself in Genoa, a schooner fit for a man who was going to become, somewhere, 
somehow, a dashing monarch. Not uninterestingly, he had named this new schooner the Bolivar. So Shelley, 
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age 29, to compete, had to have the schooner rigging of his yacht Don Juan, a 24-footer with twin mainmasts, 

re-rigged in Livorno, or “Leghorn,” so it would sail “like a witch,” and had to add a false prow and stern so 
he could plow through larger waves on the Mediterranean. Shelley was falling out of love with Mary Godwin 
Wollstonecraft Shelley, his 2d wife, and into love with the wife of his friend Lieutenant Edward Williams of 
the East India Company, named Jane, who played the guitar. On the way back to Lerici, some ten miles from 
shore, he and Williams on board his refitted Don Juan were observed to be near the masts with full sail set in 
a stiff wind, with one of the two grabbing the other by the arm as if to say “No, damn it, keep going, we’re 
cruising!” Whereupon, smacking into a wave, the craft disintegrated. When the bodies were fished out of the 
ocean, Byron threw a romantic Viking funeral for Shelley on the sand of the beach.
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 July 10, Wednesday: John Augustus Stone made his initial New-York appearance, at the City Theatre in the 
on-stage old man role of Old Hardy in “The Belle’s Stratagem.”

Santiago Usoz Mozi replaced Francisco Martinez de la Rosa as the Spanish First Secretary of State.

The Kingdom of Guatemala was renamed as the United Provinces of the Center of America.

 July 11, Thursday: Nicolas Maria Garelli Battifira replaced Santiago Usoz Mozi as Spanish First Secretary of 
State.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 11th of 7th / Select Meeting - In the first father Rodman 
spoke a little - both meetings were exercising to me a subject 
before it that I could not be clear about so said nothing about 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

it —

 David Henry Thoreau’s 6th stanza began on his birthday, July 12th, Friday, 1822.

• Waldo Emerson was teaching/tutoring in Chelmsford, but the Thoreau family was no longer there. 
He joined his father’s church in Boston and commenced his studies at the Harvard Divinity School. 
He read “‘Hindu Mythology and Mathematics’, apud Edinburgh Review.” He mused about the 
rights of man, such as the right to kill animals and consume their flesh.

• According to brother John, Jr., at Christmas little David Henry got more of the nice things in his 
stocking, such as the candy.

• Dr. Thaddeus William Harris, who would teach Thoreau at Harvard, published his 1st economic/
entomological paper, “Upon the Natural History of the Salt Marsh Caterpillar.”

• Uncle Charles Dunbar invited father John Thoreau, Sr. to join Dunbar and Stow Pencil Makers in 
Concord. Mr. Thoreau left off teaching school in Boston. David Henry was transferred from the 
Boston “infants” school to Miss Phœbe Wheeler’s dame school in Concord (he would go on from 
there to public school). The family spent a memorable spring pic nic day on the exposed sandbar of 
Walden Pond, below where he eventually would position his cabin. He helped boil a kettle of 
chowder.

• To cure him of “diffidence,” Captain Jones Very of Salem took his oldest son Jones Very, Jr. as 
“cabin boy” on the Aurelia to North Sea ports such as St. Petersburg.

• David Henry drove cattle down the lane past Walden Pond. He was tossed by a Concord cow. 
“Mother reminds me that when we lived at the Parkman house she lost a ruff a yard and a half long 
and with an edging three yards long to it, which she had laid on the grass to whiten, and, looking 
for it, she saw a robin tugging at the tape string of a stay on the line. He would repeatedly get it in 
his mouth, fly off and be brought up when he got to the end of his tether. Miss Ward thereupon tore 
a fine linen handkerchief into strips and threw them out, and the robin carried them all off. She had 
no doubt that he took the ruff.”

BACKGROUND EVENTS OF 1822

BACKGROUND EVENTS OF 1823
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 July 12, Friday: The food crisis in Ireland was continuing, although this famine was not turning out to be so 
severe as the ones of 1800/1801 and of 1816/1819. In Dublin, “Orangemen” (supporters of English rule) were 
as usual peaceably decorating the statue of their King William on College Green when the Catholic population 
began to riot against them.

The Sydney, Australia Gazette posted an alert that Thomas Brooks off the transport Grenada, John Heyburn 
off the transport Minerva, and John Creardon off the transport Lord Sidmouth were unaccountably absent from 
their posts of obligation and presumably at large among the public using false documents.

Gullah Jack and others were hanged in Charleston, South Carolina for having assisted Denmark Vesey in his 
ill-fated conspiracy to create a servile insurrection (the total of those hanged was rising to 34).

It had come to be reward-yourself time. The economist David Ricardo, accompanied by his wife, two younger 
daughters, a couple of maidservants and a courier, departed from London on a 5-month broadening “Grand 
Tour of the Continent.” They would pass through Calais and Brussels into Holland, stay at the Hague and 
Amsterdam, journey up the Rhine River to Bâle and tour Switzerland, cross from Geneva into Italy for 
excursions to the Mer de Glace and the Great St Bernard, and go over the Simplon pass to the Italian Lakes, 
Milan, Venice, and Florence. On their return they would pass through Pisa, Genoa, and Turin on their way to 
Paris. The trip would be memorialized and it is clear that a good time had been had by all.

POTATO

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: If I wished a boy to know something about the arts and
sciences, for instance, I would not pursue the common course,
which is merely to send him into the neighborhood of some
professor, where any thing is professed and practised but the art
of life; –to survey the world through a telescope
or a microscope, and never with his natural eye; to study
chemistry, and not learn how his bread is made, or mechanics, and
not learn how it is earned; to discover new satellites to Neptune,
and not detect the motes in his eyes, or to what vagabond he is
a satellite himself; or to be devoured by the monsters that swarm
all around him, while contemplating the monsters in a drop of
vinegar. Which would have advanced the most at the end of a month,
–the boy who had made his own jack-knife from the ore which he
had dug and smelted, reading as much as would be necessary for
this, –or the boy who had attended the lectures on metallurgy at
the Institute in the mean while, and had received a Rodgers’
penknife from his father? Which would be most likely to cut his
fingers? –To my astonishment I was informed on leaving college
that I had studied navigation! –why, if I had taken one turn down
the harbor I should have known more about it. Even the poor
student studies and is taught only political economy, while that
economy of living which is synonymous with philosophy is not even
sincerely professed in our colleges. The consequence is, that
while he is reading Adam Smith, Ricardo, and Say, he runs his
father in debt irretrievably.

ADAM SMITH

DAVID RICARDO

JEAN-BAPTISTE SAY
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 July 13, Saturday: At historic Thermopylae, the Greeks defeated Ottoman forces.

 July 14, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 14th of 7 M / Silent in the forenoon, & the Meeting small 
on the womens side in consequence of a hevy Rain
In the Afternoon larger, a short testimony from Father Rodman - 
both meetings were seasons of much reflection on the state of 
society - several young men in Portsmouth have departed from our 
principles in going to the Theatre, one in delivering an Oration 
& turning out under Military escort to go to the Meeting for 
that purpose. - This is cause for Mourning & sorrow. —

 July 15, Monday: Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka graduated from St. Petersburg University Boarding School. At 
the ceremony he played the Piano Concerto in a minor by Johann Nepomuk Hummel.

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BEFORE THE AFRICAN SOCIETY IN BOSTON, 15TH OF JULY, 1822, ON THE 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. BY REV. THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, 
D.D. (Boston: Printed by Phelps and Farnham).33

 July 17, Wednesday: In response to the Tsar’s announcement that he considered the northern part of 
Vancouver Island to be part of the Russian territory of Alaska, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams 
summoned the Russian minister and declared that “the American continents are no longer subjects for any new 
European colonial establishments.”

33. Don’t get confused here: the 15th of July is not the day of that celebration.
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 July 18, Thursday: At the Providence, Rhode Island meetinghouse for black people, Brother 
Asa C. Goldbury, “a man of colour,” was ordained.

It was a hot summer day but there was business to be attended to on the shore at Lericcio near Leghorn. Percy 
Bysshe Shelley’s corpse had been recovered in an advanced state of decomposition and needed to be disposed 
of in accordance with Italian sanitary regulations. It was not the custom at the time for the widow to attend 
such an event and Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley was elsewhere. James Henry Leigh Hunt remained 
in the carriage to keep out of the sun. George Gordon, Lord Byron took to the coolness of the surf and, 
eventually, swam out to his boat leaving Trelawny to witness the actual burning, which took place in a metal 
furnace that hired porters had dragged out onto the beach. When nothing was left in the ashes but jaw, skull, 
and heart, Trelawny raked out that carbonized lump as a souvenir (eventually he would be persuaded to turn 
it over to the widow and she would retain it wrapped in silk, in her drawer; in 1889 it would be interred with 
their son Percy Florence Shelley).34

 July 18, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 18 of 7 M 1822 / Mary Morton [—]ve a short but sweet & 
encouraging testimony to [—] few assembled. - No Buisness in the 
Preparative Meeting but Answering the Queries —

34. Absolutely nothing in the famous 1889 painting of the cremation by Louis Édouard Fournier is accurate. It had not been a 
desolate beach. It had not been dusk. The witnesses had not swaddled themselves in heavy coats against the cold. Mary had not knelt 
in prayer. Hunt and Byron had not struck poses. The corpse, which at that point had neither hands nor a face, was not placed on a 
pyre of branches.

THE MARKET FOR HUMAN BODY PARTS
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 July 21, Sunday: Augustin de Iturbide was crowned Emperor of Mexico.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 21 of 7 M / In the forenoon Mary Morton Hannah Dennis 
Father Rodman & Jonathon Dennis were all concerend in testimony. 
— it was a good meeting & Truth was raised [—] to dominion in 
many Minds. — Silent in the Afternoon. — After Meeting went with 
my Wife & Sister Ruth to D Buffums & took tea.

 July 22, Monday: The British Parliament enacted one of the 1st animal rights laws, the Cruel Treatment of 
Cattle Act intended to protect farm animals.

After three months devoted to his music, Gioachino Rossini departed from Vienna because Prince Metternich, 
a great admirer, has engaged him as the “official composer” for the Verona Conference (coming up in 
November).

In Heinzendorf in what was then Lower Silesia, Johann Mendel was born. His father Anton Mendel (1789-
1857) was a peasant veteran of the Napoleonic Wars. His mother Rosine née Schwirtlich (1794-1862) had 
already given birth to three daughters, two of whom had died. The surviving daughter, Veronica, was two years 
old.

The botanist Stephen Elliott wrote to his nephew William Elliott about the recent conspiracy by a Charleston 
Bible teacher, Denmark “No one thought to describe his face” Vesey, to free the slaves of South Carolina.

The Boston house known as the Beehive was a 2-story dwelling with a sharp roof, with its end toward the 
street. This house was called the Beehive house because it had many little windows, making it look from the 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

GREGOR MENDEL

SERVILE INSURRECTION

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

outside very like a honeycomb. The lady of the house was a Mrs. Cooper, who had two daughters and many 
female boarders. On this evening at about 9PM a crowd of about 200 men, attired in various outlandish 
costumes and with well-blackened faces, carrying various work implements, suddenly came around the corner 
accompanied by a band. It took them approximately ten minutes to virtually rip this house to shreds. The first 
thing they did was turn all the featherbeds inside out from the windows so that the neighborhood took on the 
resemblance of winter. They then proceeded with a will to utterly demolish the furniture, the walls, the roof, 
the frame, everything about the house, their intent being not to leave any two sticks fastened together or any 
stick larger than a door hingepin. As they departed they set a fire in some brimstone, feathers, and wool rags 
— so that the house lot not only seemed like a trash heap, and looked like winter, but smelled like Hell itself. 
(So, where were the Boston authorities? Elsewhere.)

 July 23, Tuesday: Santiago Usoz Mozi replaced Nicolas Maria Garelli Battifira as Spanish First Secretary of 
State.

 July 24, Wednesday: A riot similar to that at the Beehive was attempted at the Tinpot, another house of 
prostitution, in Ann Street in Boston, but this time the riot was suppressed.

Mary Brooks Ball was born, 1st child of Nehemiah Ball and Mary Merriam Ball.

 July 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 7 M / In our first Meeting David Buffum was very 
lively in testimony, on the Journey of the children of Israel 
[—]aiving the inferance that as they did it was necessary to get 
out right & persevere in the right way, least as they did, we 
get lost in the Wilderness & as nearly all [—] that generation 
did come short of the promised land... In the last meeting we 
had an exercising time no less than three young men reported 
from Portsmouth Preparative Meeting for joining in the 
cellebration of Independence - one of them delivered an Oration, 
another read the Declaration of Independence, the other assisted 
on the occasions & all of them has attended The Theatre - this 
is a sad [con]dition which calls for the prompt labour of 
society

 July 26, Friday: José de San Martín arrived in Guayaquil, Ecuador to meet with Simón Bolívar.

 July 27, Saturday: At Guayaquil, Ecuador, José de San Martín and Simón Bolívar deliberated together (they 
would not be able to get along and could not agree to join forces; Bolivar would annex Guayaquil).

 July 28, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 28th of 7 M / Our Meeting this Morning was rather small 
in consequence of the Rain - Father Rodman was engaged in lively 
& I believe good testimony, & to me it was a season of favour 
for which I desire to be thankful — In the Afternoon we were 
Silent & solid.
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 July 30, Tuesday: Der Wachtelschlag, a song by Franz Schubert to words of Sauter, was published in the 
Zeitschrift fur Kunst, Vienna.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 30th of 7 M 1822 / Friends from S Kingston & Greenwich 
have passed through Town on their way to the Quarterly Meeting 
in Portsmouth — We had the company of Thos Howland & [?] Anthony 
to Tea. —

 July 31, Wednesday: The provinces of Quito, Guyaquil and Cuenca became part of Gran Colombia.

A final public whipping was carried out in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 31st of 7 M 1822 / This morning rode with my H to 
Portsmouth to attend The Select Quarterly Meeting went the west 
road & stoped at Uncle P Lawtons & after Meeting we returned 
there & dined - Took tea at Uncle Thurstons then went down to 
Uncle Stantons & lodged
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A broadside had proclaimed the arrival of the talented 12-year-old Betty, The Learned Elephant in Rhode 
Island. Little Bett appears to have been the 3d elephant to walk on the North American continent, the 1st 
having been the elephant brought to Salem from Mauritius in 1795 who would drink port and pick your pocket 
for pieces of bread, but would not allow herself to be ridden, and the 2d having been Big Bett. The 6,000 pound 
Betty made her appearance in Chepachet on this day, after having been walked in of course under cover of 
darkness. The admission fee to the tent was 12½ cents, with children under 12 at half price.
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 August: The initial edition of an English translation of Professor Philip Karl Buttmann’s GRIECHISCHE SCHUL-
GRAMMATIK, titled GREEK GRAMMAR FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS, FROM THE GERMAN OF PHILIP BUTTMANN 
(Boston: O. Everett, translated by Edward Everett of Cambridge, Massachusetts).35

 August: George Gordon, Lord Byron was writing Cantos IX, X, and XI of DON JUAN.

 August 1, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 1st of 8th M 1822 / Our Public Quarterly Meeting was a 
season of favour there was not a great deal of Preaching, but 
what there was appeard to be of a good quality - First Thos 
Anthony, then David Buffum & then Jabez Greene, & the Meeting 
closed after a short sitting — In the last Meeting buisness was 
conducted in a solid manner & among the concerns that came before 
us was the appointment of Obadiah Brown to the Station of an 
Elder by Providence Moy [Monthly] Meeting, which was united with 
by the Quarterly Meeting. —
After Meeting we dined at Shadrack Chases & came home —

 August 4, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 4th of 8 M / Felt myself much striped at Meeting. Those 
on whom the care of Breaking the Meeting generally devolves were 
all absent, the Service therefore devolved on me - The Morning 
gathering was a large as usual & Mary Morton was much favoured 
in testimony
Silent in the Afternoon

 August 5, Monday: Evaristo Fernandez San Miguel y Valledor replaced Santiago Usoz Mozi as Spanish First 
Secretary of State.

AUGUST

35. During this year and the following one Professor Buttmann was issuing his ÜBER DIE ALTEN NAMEN VON OSROËNE UND EDESSA, 
his ÜBER DIE KOTYTTIA UND DIE BAPTAE, and his VON DEN ALEUADEN.
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 August 8, Thursday: In a renovation of the Quaker meetinghouse in Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Moses 
Brown reported, “what was called the Negros Gallery” had been removed.

The questions of course arises, why specifically was it that this “Negros Gallery” was constructed in the first 
place — and why lately had it come to be disused, so that it might at this point be demolished?

The answer, I speculate, is going to be (after adequate research has been done — research which has not yet 
been begun), that the Quakers had had segregated seating in their meetinghouses, with their servants of color 
seated away from the white people in such a “Negros Gallery,” but that by the turn of the century these slaves 
had all been granted manumission documents, and were therefore no longer obligated to accompany their 
Quaker masters and mistresses to worship. When they made use of the meetinghouse, they made use of it in 
off hours when the white Quakers were not present, and so of course they no longer went up to the dilapidated 
“pigeon loft” but sat anywhere they pleased. My speculation would be that with freedom had come a decision 
to affiliate, not with these Quakers who as white racists were never ever going to accept anyone else as a whole 
and genuine human being (to my knowledge not one single person of color would ever be accepted as a 
convinced Friend during this period, despite numerous applications for such consideration), instead along 
color lines with one another in the African Methodist Episcopal denomination that had been set up in 1816.36

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 8th of 8 M / Our Meeting today was a pretty good one
Two appearances in the Ministry Vizt Father Rodman & Anne 
Dennis. —

AME
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 August 10, Saturday: Gilbert Close and Samuel Clisby robbed Ezra Haynes in Cambridge Street (they would 
hang on the gallows on Boston Neck near the burying grounds).

Arthur Buckminster Fuller was born, a younger brother of Margaret Fuller.

 August 11, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 11th of 8th M 1822 / Mary Morton & Father Rodman appeared 
in Testimony in the forenoon. & in the Afternoon Father had a 
short testimony - & were pretty good meetings —
After Meeting this Afternoon when the Steam Boat came in from 
NYork, I received a Packet from my fr Thos Thompson of Liverpool 
containing the London Epistle in the present Year - An address 
from the yearly Meeting of London to the Inhabitants of Europe 
on the subject of the Slave Trade — Report of a committee on the 
management of the fund raised by Friends for the Instruction of 
the Africans [William Allen was interested, did he participate?] 
— Memoirs of Abraham & Elizabeth Shackelton - & the Journal of 
Martha Routh. This Last friend has traveled in America Since my 
rememberance. I well recollect her countenance & appearances in 
the Ministry & am personally acquainted with most of the Friends 
she mentions in her Travels in New England & some other places 
which with other things renders it an interesting book to me. —
This day of the month 14 Years ago we were Married. — May the 
residue of our lives be increasingly devoted to Virtue & 
religion

36. Subsequent to my writing the above, my suspicions have been confirmed by reading, in the autobiography of William J. Brown, 
a grandson of one of the men manumitted by Friend Moses Brown, that:

PAGE 25: Some attended the Congregational church, Rev. James
Wilson, pastor; some attended the Methodist church; some
attended the Episcopal church, Dr. Crocker, pastor; a few
attended the Unitarian church, Rev. Mr. Cady, pastor; and a
large number attended the First Baptist church, Dr. Gano,
pastor. Some were members of each of the above named churches;
the largest number, however, were Baptists, and belonged to the
First Baptist Church, but many attended no church at all,
because they said they were opposed to going to churches and
sitting in pigeon holes, as all the churches at that time had
some obscure place for the colored people to sit in.
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 August 12, Monday: St David’s College was founded by Thomas Burgess, Bishop of St David’s (this has 
become the University of Wales at Lampeter).

At his estate in Kent, England, the Marquis of Londonderry, Castlereagh, Foreign Secretary to Lord Liverpool, 
used a sharp little penknife to off himself (he had for some time been showing signs of madness). Penknives, 
which were usually part of a desk set of writing implements, had a keen slender blade about an inch or two in 
length on a regular three or four inch handle. The closest comparison today would be to the little craft knives 
that you can buy at stationers’ or art shops, such as “Xacto” — although in that era most such implements were 
fairly ornamental in design. The suicide would induce Mr. Canning to resign the governor-generalship of India 
to which he had been appointed (he would on September 16th accept the foreign secretaryship).

WOMEN HANGED IN ENGLAND DURING THE YEAR

 August 13, Tuesday: Tsar Aleksandr of Russia forbade all secret societies including the Masons.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 13th of 8 M / Jabez Greene from Cornwall in NYork State 
had spent the Afternoon & took tea with us - he is a friend in 
the ministry on a visit chiefly to his relations, & sailed this 
morning for home - he attends the particluar Meeting to which 
our late frd David Sands belonged — he appears to be sound in 
the faith & a tender spirited friend with which I felt good 
unity. —

 August 15, Thursday: After the two drownings on July 8th when the yacht had sunk during a squall off 
Livorno, the body of Edward Williams had been cremated on the 13th where it had come to the shore near Via 
Reggio, and the body of Percy Bysshe Shelley had been cremated on the shore at Lericcio near Leghorn. 
On this day Edward John Trelawny described the occasion:

Three white wands had been stuck in the sand to mark the Poet’s
grave, but as they were at some distance from each other, we had
to cut a trench thirty yards in length, in the line of the
sticks, to ascertain the exact spot, and it was nearly an hour
before we came upon the grave. Byron could not face this scene,
he withdrew to the beach and swam off to the Bolivar. Leigh Hunt
remained in the carriage. The fire was so fierce as to produce
a white heat on the iron, and to reduce its contents to grey

Date Name Place of execution Crime

25/03 Hannah Halley Derby Murder of child

16/08 Rachael Edwards Monmouth Murder of husband

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1822
SUICIDE
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ashes. The only portions that were not consumed were some
fragments of bones, the jaw, and the skull, but what surprised
us all, was that the heart remained entire. In snatching this
relic from the fiery furnace, my hand was severely burnt; and
had anyone seen me do the act I should have been put into
quarantine.

Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley would return to London, where she would reside briefly with her father 
William Godwin before taking her own lodgings nearby.

The English vessel Orion, Captain William A. Richardson, came to anchor at Yerba Buena in San Francisco 
Bay.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 15 of 8 M / Our Meeting was a good one & pretty well [—
tended]

 August 16, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 16th of 8 M / Much fatigued in body & unfit for almost 
any thing — [—] morning about 2 OClock we were awoke by Fire on 
the Long Wharf 2 Houses & a Stable burned, & for a time the Town 
in great [danger] but were mercifully & miraculously preserved. 
-

 August 18, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 18th of 8th M 1822 / Our Meeting this forenoon was very 
full of solid countenances - Anne Dennis appeard in a short 
testimony, then Father Rodman, then Mary Morton in a 
communication attended with uncommon Gospel Power, & I have no 
doubt reached the witness of many hearts especially of the Youth 
whom she addressed particularly, feelingly & Affectionately -
Then David Buffum appeared in a solemn impressive testimony & 
the meeting concluded under a precious covering
In the Afternoon the Meeting was small, a few words were 
delivered by Father Rodman —
At half past 2 OClock David Buffum, Hannah Dennis & Mary Morton 
went with a number of other friends to Coasters Harbour & had a 
Meeting at the Assylum with the Poor of the Town & the inmates 
of the House in general - Several of the Commissioners also 
attended, it proved (as I am informed) a season of great favour. 
Truth was exalted & our Society met with no loss but rose in the 
estimation of all who were there

 August 21, Wednesday: Hector Berlioz witnesses a performance of Gluck’s Iphigenie en Tauride at the Paris 
Opera. By the end, he has decided that he will give up his medical studies and become a composer.
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 August 22, Thursday: King George IV began a visit to Scotland.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 22 of 8 M / Life with me was low at Meeting yet I trust 
it was not so with all — a short testimony from father Rodman —
No buisness in the Preparative Meeting

By this point a new conception of what it meant to be an author was seizing the American mind, and this new 
conception, the conception of sole authorship and inspiration, was exposing Thomas Jefferson, as the alleged 
perpetrator of our Declaration of Independence, whose claims had always been regarded in some quarters as 
exaggerated and selfserving, to suspicions of plagiarism.37 John Adams therefore wrote to Timothy 

Pickering38 pointing out that “there is not an idea” in that document that had not “been hackneyed in Congress 
for two years before.”

You inquire why so young a man as Mr. Jefferson was placed at
the head of the committee for preparing a Declaration of
Independence? I answer: It was the Frankfort advice, to place
Virginia at the head of everything. Mr. Richard Henry Lee might
be gone to Virginia, to his sick family, for aught I know, but
that was not the reason of Mr. Jefferson’s appointment. There
were three committees appointed at the same time, one for the
Declaration of Independence, another for preparing articles of
confederation, and another for preparing a treaty to be proposed

37. Imagine a slavemaster being guilty of plagiarizing — this goes against the very Latin etymology of the word!
38. Charles Francis Adams ed. The Works of John Adams, Volume II, The Diary (1850).
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to France. Mr. Lee was chosen for the Committee of
Confederation, and it was not thought convenient that the same

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

person should be upon both. Mr. Jefferson came into Congress in
June, 1775, and brought with him a reputation for literature,
science, and a happy talent of composition. Writings of his were
handed about, remarkable for the peculiar felicity of
expression. Though a silent member in Congress, he was so
prompt, frank, explicit, and decisive upon committees and in
conversation - not even Samuel Adams was more so - that he soon
seized upon my heart; and upon this occasion I gave him my vote,
and did all in my power to procure the votes of others. I think
he had one more vote than any other, and that placed him at the
head of the committee. I had the next highest number, and that
placed me the second. The committee met, discussed the subject,
and then appointed Mr. Jefferson and me to make the draft, I
suppose because we were the two first on the list. The
subcommittee met. Jefferson proposed to me to make the draft. I
said, “I will not,” “You should do it.” “Oh! no.” “Why will you
not? You ought to do it.” “I will not.” “Why?” “Reasons enough.”
“What can be your reasons?” “Reason first, you are a Virginian,
and a Virginian ought to appear at the head of this business.
Reason second, I am obnoxious, suspected, and unpopular. You are
very much otherwise. Reason third, you can write ten times
better than I can.” “Well,” said Jefferson, “if you are decided,
I will do as well as I can.” “Very well. When you have drawn it
up, we will have a meeting.” A meeting we accordingly had, and
conned the paper over. I was delighted with its high tone and
the flights of oratory with which it abounded, especially that
concerning Negro slavery, which, though I knew his Southern
brethren would never suffer to pass in Congress, I certainly
never would oppose. There were other expressions which I would
not have inserted if I had drawn it up, particularly that which
called the King tyrant. I thought this too personal, for I never
believed George to be a tyrant in disposition and in nature; I
always believed him to be deceived by his courtiers on both sides
of the Atlantic, and in his official capacity, only, cruel. I
thought the expression too passionate, and too much like
scolding, for so grave and solemn a document; but as Franklin
and Sherman were to inspect it afterwards, I thought it would
not become me to strike it out. I consented to report it, and
do not now remember that I made or suggested a single alteration.
We reported it to the committee of five. It was read, and I do
not remember that Franklin or Sherman criticized anything. We
were all in haste. Congress was impatient, and the instrument
was reported, as I believe, in Jefferson’s handwriting, as he
first drew it. Congress cut off about a quarter of it, as I
expected they would; but they obliterated some of the best of
it, and left all that was exceptionable, if anything in it was.
I have long wondered that the original draft had not been
published. I suppose the reason is the vehement philippic
against Negro slavery. As you justly observe, there is not an
idea in it but what had been hackneyed in Congress for two years
before. The substance of it is contained in the declaration of
rights and the violation of those rights in the Journals of
Congress in 1774. Indeed, the essence of it is contained in a
pamphlet, voted and printed by the town of Boston, before the
first Congress met, composed by James Otis, as I suppose, in one
of his lucid intervals, and pruned and polished by Samuel
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Adams.”

 August 24, Saturday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, on this date J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3,000 fine, 
who had served 25 months of his sentence, was pardoned by President James Monroe (PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 22).

 August 25, Sunday: William Herschel died.

Antonio Salieri wrote to Prince Esterhazy asking him to support his young composition student Franz Liszt.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 25th of 8 M 1822 / Our Meeting this Morning was unusually 
full several were present who do not commonly attend Our friend 
Mary Morton rose with the Text “All flesh is as grass. The grass 
withereth & the flower fadeth, but the Word of the Lord endureth 
forever” her testimony was a truly solemn one, impressing on all 
the necessity of obtaining that precious word which endureth 
forever. She addressed the Aged in particular very impressively 
— after which father Rodman had a short acceptable testimony & 
the Meeting closed after a very solmen Season —In the Afternoon 
Father had a short testimony The Meeting I think was a season 
of some favour. -
After Meeting - My H - Sister Ruth, John Wm Sherman & myself 
went out to Jon Dennis, took tea & set the evening quite 
interstingly, & I believe proffitably. —

 August 27, Tuesday: The plan of the missionary group that had sailed from Tahiti to the Hawaiian Islands on 
the schooner Mermaid had been to pass on and visit the Marquesas Islands, but instead the vessel returned to 
Tahiti. The Reverend William Ellis was invited to remain behind at Honolulu on the island of Oahu, and sent 
for his family to join him there.

 August 29, Thursday: The final day of King George IV’s visit to Scotland.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29th of 8 M / Last evening with my H rode to Portsmouth 
[to] attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting held there today — We 
lodged at Uncle Stantons - This morning took Aunt & went to 
meeting in the Waggon. — It was a Solid good meeting to me & my 
mind does rejoice in a degree of humility at being able to record 
as such. I know not the time when the precious life was more the 
companion of my mind throughout Meeting — In the first Anne 
Dennis, Father Rodman, Hannah Dennis & A Sherman in succession 
bore testimonies & I thought all of them were fitting the states 
of some present — — In the last Meeting we had a larger portion 
of buisness than common & among it was the passing of a Young 
couple for Marriage vizt John A Wadsworth & Eliza [?] — We dined 
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at Uncle Stantons, where we again had the company of Benjamin & 
Niobe Marshall, who expect to return to NYork in a few days - 
returned home towards Night & in the evening my Wife was very 
sick & faint- —

 August 30, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 30th of 8th M 1822 / We have had the company of our 
cousin Louisa Casey to lodge & spend this day with us also of 
Benja & Niobe Marshall at tea. —

 August 31, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 31st of 8 M / With this day we end the Summer which to 
me has been a Summer of great incumberance, as well as to my 
dear H who many days has been so unwell as not to be able to do 
the ordinary buisness of the day, but has yet kept about & gone 
on so currently as scarce any one would suppose any thing was 
the matter with her. It has also been a season of serious 
exercise & some enlargement in religious views. — I have 
suffered much inward leanness & Poverty & have known some 
aboundings in the life & spirit of religion, & may thankfully 
acknowledge, it is now my lot to feel the precious flowings of 
love & life in my heart in some good degree. —
We have this forenoon parted with our friends Benjamin & Niobe 
who took passage in the Steam Boat for NYork - intending not to 
go into the City on account of the Fever now prevelent there, 
but to take lodgings at Harlem

 September: At age 19 Orestes Augustus Brownson was “in a labyrinth of doubt with no Ariadne’s thread to 
guide [him] out to the light of day” when on a sunny Sunday morn he wandered into a Presbyterian church in 
Ballston, New York.

 September: George Gordon, Lord Byron settled at Genoa. Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley and the 
Hunts settled together nearby, at Albaro outside Genoa (they would remain there through July 1823 although 
there would be friction with the Hunts).

SEPTEMBER
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 September: The Middlesex Cattle Show, which Henry David Thoreau usually would visit (and in 1860 he 
would be its principal speaker, with his “SUCCESSION OF FOREST TREES”).

WALDEN: Bankruptcy and repudiation are the spring-boards from
which much of our civilization vaults and turns its somersets,
but the savage stands on the unelastic plank of famine. Yet the
Middlesex Cattle Show goes off here with éclat annually, as if all
the joints of the agricultural machine were suent.

The farmer is endeavoring to solve the problem of a livelihood by
a formula more complicated than the problem itself. To get his
shoestrings he speculates in herds of cattle. With consummate
skill he has set his trap with a hair spring to catch comfort and
independence, and then, as he turned away, got his own leg
into it. This is the reason he is poor; and for a similar reason
we are all poor in respect to a thousand savage comforts, though
surrounded by luxuries.

WALDEN: Ancient poetry and mythology suggest, at least, that
husbandry was once a sacred art; but it is pursued with irreverent
haste and heedlessness by us, our object being to have large farms
and large crops merely. We have no festival, nor procession, nor
ceremony, not excepting our Cattle-shows and so called
Thanksgivings, by which the farmer expresses a sense of the
sacredness of his calling, or is reminded of its sacred origin.
It is the premium and the feast which tempt him. He sacrifices
not to Ceres and the Terrestrial Jove, but to the infernal Plutus
rather. By avarice and selfishness, and a grovelling habit,
from which none of us is free, of regarding the soil as property,
or the means of acquiring property chiefly, the landscape
is deformed, husbandry is degraded with us, and the farmer leads
the meanest of lives.
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A WEEK: As I pass along the streets of our village of Concord on the
day of our annual Cattle-Show, when it usually happens that the leaves
of the elms and buttonwoods begin first to strew the ground under the
breath of the October wind, the lively spirits in their sap seem to
mount as high as any plough-boy’s let loose that day; and they lead my
thoughts away to the rustling woods, where the trees are preparing for
their winter campaign. This autumnal festival, when men are gathered
in crowds in the streets as regularly and by as natural a law as the
leaves cluster and rustle by the wayside, is naturally associated in
my mind with the fall of the year. The low of cattle in the streets
sounds like a hoarse symphony or running bass to the rustling of the
leaves. The wind goes hurrying down the country, gleaning every loose
straw that is left in the fields, while every farmer lad too appears
to scud before it, — having donned his best pea-jacket and pepper-and-
salt waistcoat, his unbent trousers, outstanding rigging of duck or
kerseymere or corduroy, and his furry hat withal, — to country fairs
and cattle-shows, to that Rome among the villages where the treasures
of the year are gathered. All the land over they go leaping the fences
with their tough, idle palms, which have never learned to hang by their
sides, amid the low of calves and the bleating of sheep, — Amos, Abner,
Elnathan, Elbridge, —

“From steep pine-bearing mountains to the plain.”

I love these sons of earth every mother’s son of them, with their great
hearty hearts rushing tumultuously in herds from spectacle to
spectacle, as if fearful lest there should not be time between sun and
sun to see them all, and the sun does not wait more than in haying-time.

“Wise Nature’s darlings, they live in the world 
Perplexing not themselves how it is hurled.”

Running hither and thither with appetite for the coarse pastimes
of the day, now with boisterous speed at the heels of the inspired
negro from whose larynx the melodies of all Congo and Guinea Coast
have broke loose into our streets; now to see the procession of
a hundred yoke of oxen, all as august and grave as Osiris, or
the droves of neat cattle and milch cows as unspotted as Isis or Io.
Such as had no love for Nature

“at all, 
Came lovers home from this great festival.”

They may bring their fattest cattle and richest fruits to the fair,
but they are all eclipsed by the show of men. These are stirring autumn
days, when men sweep by in crowds, amid the rustle of leaves,
like migrating finches; this is the true harvest of the year, when the
air is but the breath of men, and the rustling of leaves is as the
trampling of the crowd. We read now-a-days of the ancient festivals,
games, and processions of the Greeks and Etruscans, with a little
incredulity, or at least with little sympathy; but how natural
and irrepressible in every people is some hearty and palpable greeting
of Nature. The Corybantes, the Bacchantes, the rude primitive
tragedians with their procession and goat-song, and the whole
paraphernalia of the Panathenaea, which appear so antiquated and
peculiar, have their parallel now. The husbandman is always a better
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 September 1, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 1st of 9th M 1822 / Our forenoon Meeting was large & 
solemn Hannah Dennis was first engaged in testimony then D 
Buffum & then Mary Morton, all in a lively & solemn manner, & H 
Dennis concluded in short but fervant supplication.— In the 
Afternoon Father Rodman H Dennis & J Dennis spoke a few words & 
the Meeting closed after a short but good sitting. —

 September 4, Wednesday: Jean Baptiste Seraphin Joseph, comte de Villele became Prime Minister of France.

 September 5, Thursday: An earthquake in Aleppo (Halab) in the Ottoman Empire kills 22,000 people.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 5 of 9 M / Meeting rather small but a season of some 
favour, tho’ much incommoded by the noise of moving a small House 

Greek than the scholar is prepared to appreciate, and the old custom
still survives, while antiquarians and scholars grow gray
in commemorating it. The farmers crowd to the fair to-day in obedience
to the same ancient law, which Solon or Lycurgus did not enact, as
naturally as bees swarm and follow their queen.

It is worth the while to see the country’s people, how they pour into
the town, the sober farmer folk, now all agog, their very shirt and
coat-collars pointing forward, — collars so broad as if they had put
their shirts on wrong end upward, for the fashions always tend to
superfluity, — and with an unusual springiness in their gait, jabbering
earnestly to one another. The more supple vagabond, too, is sure to
appear on the least rumor of such a gathering, and the next day to
disappear, and go into his hole like the seventeen-year locust, in an
ever-shabby coat, though finer than the farmer’s best, yet never
dressed; come to see the sport, and have a hand in what is going, — to
know “what’s the row,” if there is any; to be where some men are drunk,
some horses race, some cockerels fight; anxious to be shaking props
under a table, and above all to see the “striped pig.” He especially
is the creature of the occasion. He empties both his pockets and his
character into the stream, and swims in such a day. He dearly loves
the social slush. There is no reserve of soberness in him.

I love to see the herd of men feeding heartily on coarse and succulent
pleasures, as cattle on the husks and stalks of vegetables. Though
there are many crooked and crabbled specimens of humanity among them,
run all to thorn and rind, and crowded out of shape by adverse
circumstances, like the third chestnut in the burr, so that you wonder
to see some heads wear a whole hat, yet fear not that the race will
fail or waver in them; like the crabs which grow in hedges, they
furnish the stocks of sweet and thrifty fruits still. Thus is nature
recruited from age to age, while the fair and palatable varieties die
out, and have their period. This is that mankind. How cheap must be
the material of which so many men are made.
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in Tanner Street - a short testimony by Father Rodman

 September 6, Friday: David Bradford Bartlett was born, the 1st child of Dr. Josiah Bartlett and Martha Tilden 
Bradford Bartlett of Concord.

 September 7, Saturday: Dom Pedro, left as regent of Brazil by his father, King Joao VI of Portugal, summarily 
proclaims the independence of Brazil on the banks of the River Ipircinga near Sao Paulo.

 September 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8th of 9 M 1822 / Our forenoon meeting was again large 
& a solemn Season - Mary Morton was largely favoured in 
testimony. - Father Rodman said a little & D Buffum a little & 
the Meeting closed under a covering of weight
Silent but good Meeting in the Afternoon. —
We took tea at Father Rodmans in company with John Morton & his 
wife. —

 September 9, Monday: Publication of Die Kunst des Fingersatzes ... in einer Sammlung classischer 
Compositionen by Carl Czerny was announced in the Wiener Zeitung.

 September 12, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 12 of 9 M / To me our meeting was rather a poor time but 
I trust others faired better. — Father Rodman & Hannah Dennis 
were lively in testimony. —

 September 15, Sunday: William Henry Ashley and Andrew Henry needed to establish a permanent fur trade 
in the upper Missouri River. They placed a notice in the St. Louis paper for 100 men, to be employed for one, 
two, or three years. Among those they hired would be the “mountain men” Mike Fink, Jed Smith, Jim Bridger, 
Will Sublette and one of his brothers, and Joe Walker (their Rocky Mountain Fur Company would dominate 
the industry until 1834, when control would be wrested from them by John Jacob Astor’s American Fur 
Company).

The Friends silent worship in Newport, Rhode Island was visited by a “Jewes & her daughter,” who in the 
estimation of Friend Stephen Wanton Gould was in need of the religious counsel and advice which Quakerism 
does offer:

1st day 15th of 9th M / Our Meeting was not quite as full as 
common but several was present who do not usually attend with 
us & among them were a Jewes & her daughter by the name of Minis 
from —— who probably never attended a Meeting of Friends before. 
—- It was a season of unusual favour, the solemnity before any 
thing was said, was remarkable. — Anne Dennis rose & delivered 
a short testimony, then Father Rodman in a short but lively, 
impressive & pertinent communication which I have no doubt was 
useful - he was followed [-] Hannah Dennis in like manner. I 
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have no doubt she reaching of some minds present, she concluded 
by recommending Sacrifice, & rose a second time & said “not a 
sacrifice of Heffers & calves of the Stall, but the sacrifice 
of a broken & contrite spirit” - This I thought applied to many 
& particularly the Jewes — Mary Morton concluded in Solemn 
fervent supplication [—]all present, & the Meeting ended under 
a very [—]ured covering — 
In the Afternoon Hannah Dennis was engaged to address the 
children particularly a considerable number of who were present 
& on the whole it has been a day of favour & large experience 
to me for which I desire to be humbly thankful —

ANTISEMITISM
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 September 16, Monday: Charles S. Crocker, of Southern Pacific fame, was born.

Howard Trask, who had escaped hanging for murder by having been found insane, attempted to kill two of 
the other prisoners with him in Boston jail, and then escaped from the jail. Due to decrepit conditions at the 
jail that had been revealed by this escape, the prisoners would be taken to more secure accommodations on 
Lechmere Point — where an unsuccessful attempt would be made to force them to generate power by walking 
a treadmill wheel.

(Pictured above is one that was in operation not for the generation of power but simply for punishment, at the 
Brixton House of Correction in 1821.)

George Canning became the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 16th of 9th M 1822 / Attended the funeral of Rebecca 
Goddard - daughter of Thos Goddard - the gathering was large & 
to me it was a season of precious favour - Mary Morton & Hannah 
Dennis were engaged in lively & pertinent testimonys.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 September 19, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 19th of 9 M / Silent Meeting & to me a good favoured 
Season for which I desire to be thankful
Set most of the evening at Abigail Robinsons in company with 
John & Mary Morton, D Williams & his daughter Mary —

 September 22, Sunday: Portugal’s initial Constitution.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 22nd of 9 th M / Our Morning Meeting was a time of 
remarkable solemnity & favour during the Silent part of it —
towards the close our frd D Buffum was engaged in a lively & 
pwoerful testimony wherein he endeavoured to excite to 
faithfulness & warn us of the consequence of unfaithfulness to 
the dictates of pure Wisdom —. In the afternoon Anne Dennis & 
Father Rodman were concerned in a few words. — Pretty good 
Meeting -
Set most of the evening at Abigail Robinsons in Company with 
John & Mary Morton & their Brother Wm Robinson. - When I returned 
home I found a letter from Thos Thompson with a portrate of Wm 
Allen of London for me & a large bundle of Books & Pamphlets 
from him for our Fr Moses Brown, which Thos gave me liberty to 
open & peruse, which I did & found a very interesting collection, 
of Ancient things of that Kind. — but considering Moses great 
Age, I considerd it would be wrong in me to withhold them a 
moment from him, & accordingly bound them up again to be sent 
tomorrow Morning in the Packet to Providence. —

 September 23, Monday: A liberal constitution for Portugal was promulgated. Joao VI takes the oath as 
constitutional monarch.

 September 24, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 24th of 9th M 1822 / This Afternoon departed this life 
Amy Buffum an old acquaintance & friend of My Mothers I went 
into the house about a quarter of an hour before she died & saw 
her breath her last - poor woman she had attained to the Age of 
about 75 Years & was several years previous to her death quite 
blind - her property was nearly run out, tho’ she will have some 
thing left. - She was a member of Society, descended from a good 
stock of Friends, & tho’ she did not in the forepart of her life 
stand well approved as a Friend but in the latter part of her 
life was more tender considerate & I hope has exchanged this 
life of evil & various afflictions for a better World —

 September 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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5th day 26th of 9 M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting held this day 
in Town was a season of no common favour - In the first Meeting 
Mary Morton was engaged in public labour “Our fathers here are 
they & the Prophets do they live forever” from a text she took 
occasion to advert to the memory of [—] large body of friends 
who composed this Moy [Monthly] Meeting within the compas of her 
recollection, who are now gathered to Rest, from the sufferings 
& [tria?]ls which they underwent in support of testimonies given 
this society to bear. — & encouraged [—] who were now active in 
the concerns of society, [—]thfully to discharge their duty that 
they may obtain [——]r blessings in the Mansions of Peace. — she 
also [—ertly] addressed the Youth in a manner which I [—]y will 
be long remembered by some of them
In the mast Meeting, the buisness was conducted with more solid 
weight than common, tho’ some exercising cases were before us. —

 September 27: Jean-François Champollion read his “Lettre a M.Dacier relative a l’alphabet des hyeroglyphes 
phonetiques” to the Royal Academy of Inscriptions. Based on the Rosetta Stone and other inscriptions, this 
described the beginning of the deciphering of ancient Egyptian writing. He had begun the study of 
Egyptology.

 September 29, Sunday: Jean-François Champollion was able to stand in the Royal Academy of Inscriptions 
in Paris and read out the names of more than 70 ancient Egyptian rulers, from their cartouches written in 
hieroglyphics. A stone that had been inscribed in three scripts, found in Rosetta, Egypt, and other such record 
stones, had provided the critical mass necessary for this breakthrough in linguistics.39

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 29th of 9th M 1822 / A Very rainy Day - Small meetings 
& to me poor dull heavy seasons. — In the Afternoon H Dennis 
addressed the lads in a very suitable & appropriate manner on 
their behaviour in Meeting —

39. Needless to say, I am hoping that this textbase, some 10 GB of material never before assembled in such an accessible form, will 
provide the critical mass needed for some equivalent data-mining breakthrough. Every day I am in search for this breakthrough.
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 Fall: Adin Ballou visited the Boston area and stayed in the homes of both Hosea Ballou II and Hosea Ballou. 
At this time the Restorationist controversy –a theological, political, and personal dispute between Hosea 
Ballou and Edward Turner, Paul Dean, and four other Universalist ministers– was about to reach a climax. 

Theologically, the controversy concerned the existence or non-existence of a limited period of punishment for 
sin in the afterlife. Hosea Ballou disbelieved in “future punishment”; his opponents, the Restorationists, held 
such discipline an essential part of God’s plan. Adin Ballou, who believed in “future punishment,” was assured 
by Hosea Ballou II that Universalists tolerated diversity in the matter. In his autobiography the Reverend Adin 
Ballou recalled that his cousins described the controversy as a personal and political vendetta against Hosea 
Ballou on the part of Restorationists, “represented as mere ambitious factionists and mischief-makers in the 
order, with no honest, solemn convictions of doctrinal faith or of Christian duty.”

 October: 180 miles of the Erie Canal opened, from Rochester to Little Falls.

 October: Soon after his return to England, Lieutenant George Back took service on HMS Superb in the West 
Indies to accumulate the qualifications necessary for promotion to Commander.

 October: According to a comet list published in Boston in 1846, attributed to Professor Benjamin Peirce:

FALL 1822

OCTOBER

SKY EVENT
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 October: Murray published George Gordon, Lord Byron’s WERNER (but the title page alleged 1823).

 October: Orestes Augustus Brownson was baptized in the Presbyterian church into which he had wandered 
the month before. Soon he would determine that God was calling him into the ministry, but then he began to 
suspect that his ministry could not be to the Presbyterians. He would confide to his pastor that he felt himself 
confined by an absence of intellectual freedom, caused by the exclusive spirit of the congregation as much as 
by double predestination and unconditional election and damnation, “the harsh doctrines of Calvin.” He didn’t 
like to think that God would predestine some to salvation, others to damnation, and didn’t want to believe that 
a book which offered such offensive ideas could have been written under divine inspiration. Soon he would 
be aiming himself in the direction of the Universalists, who were offering more pleasant attitudes, the 
possibility of universal salvation offered by a God who was such a good guy that he could not bring himself 
to pack us off to eternal damnation.

David Lawrence and Thomas G. Fessenden spoke at the Concord annual agricultural exhibition. Exhibitors 
received prizes totaling $245. The address of Thomas G. Fessenden would be printed.

Agricultural Society. — This, though properly a county society,
is so connected with Concord, as to deserve to be noticed in its
history. The members of the Massachusetts Agricultural Society,
living in the western parts of the county, met at Chelmsford,
January 6, 1794, and formed a society for the “promotion of
useful improvements in agriculture,” and were incorporated,
February 28, 1803, as “The Western Society of Middlesex
Husbandmen.” It did not include Concord, nor other towns in the
easterly part of the county. Meetings were held semi-annually,
alternately at Westford and Littleton, but no public exhibitions
took place. The following gentlemen were successively elected
Presidents; the Rev. Jonathan Newell of Stow, the Rev. Phineas
Whitney of Shirley, the Rev. Edmund Foster of Littleton,
Ebenezer Bridge of Chelmsford, Dr. Oliver Prescott of Groton,
Colonel Benjamin Osgood of Westford, Wallis Tuttle, Esq., of
Littleton, and the Hon. Samuel Dana of Groton.
An act was passed, February 20, 1819, authorizing any
agricultural society, possessing $1,000 in funds, to draw $200
from the state treasury, and in the same proportion for a larger
sum. This society accordingly voted, in the following September,

ENGLISH EVENTS OF 1822
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to extend its operation throughout the county, and to raise
funds that it might avail itself of the grant of the state. An
act passed, January 24, 1824, incorporating it as “The Society
of Middlesex Husbandmen and Manufacturers”; and it was agreed
to have annual shows at Concord. The first was held here October
11, 1820; and they have since been annually repeated. The
subjoined table exhibits the names of the presidents, orators,
and amounts of premiums awarded. The names of those orators,
whose addresses have been published, are printed in italics.40

 October: In Maryland, upon the death of Mrs. Wagar, the owner of John Thompson, her slaves were divided 
among her children and grandchildren:

[E]ach one was to go to his new home on the first of January,
1823. My father’s family fell to Mr. George Thomas, who was a
cruel man, and all the slaves feared much that they should fall
to him. He was a very bad man. He fed his slaves well, but drove
and whipped them most unmercifully, and not unfrequently selling
them.

 October 1822-Spring 1823: Henry C. Wright spent a 3d and final year at Andover Theological Seminary, until 
he could get himself accepted as a Congregational minister and marry the rich widow he had met earlier in the 
year while teaching school in Newburyport (Elizabeth LeBreton Stickney, daughter of Peter LeBreton the 
shipowner). 

He was 26, she 43. She already had four children, age 11 to 6.

 October 2, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 2nd of 10th M 1822 / This morning our Friends John & 
Mary Morton left us by the Steam boat for their home in 
Philadelphia. I did not see them when they went off but they 
both called to see us he yesterday & she the day before to take 
leave
Their company had been truly greatful to their friends, he had 
called & set a little while almost every day since he came with 
me in my shop. Now aged about 84 Years he evinces an increasing 
concern for the welfare of society & takes a lively interest in 
all its concerns -. from his far advance in life it is probable 
this is his last visit to this place, tho’ he intends if his 
health is as good another year as it has been this, to come again 
Next Season. —- His wife has attended our Meetings with great 
acceptance as a Minister & May her labours be blessed -
This day John A Wadsworth & Elizabeth Mott were Married at 
Portsmouth Meeting how[—] & I am informed by some that attended 
that it was a season of favour - Ruth Mely was largely engaged 

40. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

SLAVERY
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in testimony & Hannah Dennis in supplication - The Audience very 
large & quiet —

 October 3, Thursday: A new overture and a chorus, Wo sich die Pulse, by Ludwig van Beethoven were 
performed for the initial time, for the opening of the Josephstadttheater, Vienna, conducted by the composer. 
They were attached to Beethoven’s Die Ruinen von Athen which has been adapted by Carl Meisl as Die Weihe 
des Hauses.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 3rd of 10th M 1822 / Our Meeting today was small & I 
apprehend not that flow of life which is at seasons experienced, 
it was however a pretty solid Sitting. —

 October 4, Friday: Rutherford Birchard Hayes was born on the Ohio frontier. His mother was Sophia Birchard 
Hayes, originally of Dummerston, Vermont, and his father, who had just died, was Rutherford Hayes, Jr., 
originally of Brattleboro, Vermont. The infant Rud Hayes had blue eyes and red hair.

 October 5, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 5th of 10th M 1822 / This Morning went on board the 
Packet [—] did not arrive in Providence till near Dark - went 
immediately to the hospitable Mansion of my much valued friend 
Moses Brown, who I found well & glad to see me. — 

 October 7, Monday: The Mendelssohn family made a visit to Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s home in 
Weimar. This was for Felix Mendelssohn the 2d meeting with the poet. Fanny played Bach and her Goethe 
songs for him. When Felix played the poet remarked “You are my David and if I am ever ill and sad, you must 
banish my bad dreams by your playing.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day Morning — Rode out to Thos Arnolds on buisness he not 
being at home had to go a second time to meet [—].— Dined at MB 
- then Walked to the School House & after sitting a little while 
walked [—] town, visited mary Anthony, her husband not at home. 
made several other calls, returned to the School House mset part 
of the eveing, then returned to my very agreeable quarters & 
spent the remainder of the evening. [—] pleasant conversation. —

 October 8, Tuesday: The Galunggung volcano on Java erupted, sending mudflows that destroyed over 100 
villages and killed more than 4,000.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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3rd day Morning as [—]re was but little prospect of getting home 
by water took the Stage & came by land. —
The object of this visit was to attend the Subcommittee of the 
Y Meeting School which I missed of as it met last week contrary 
to my calculations — Also I had in view some other buisness which 
I accomplished to satsfaction —

 October 10, Thursday: It was ordered that Boston’s street corners be marked with street signs.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 10th of 10 M / Our Meeting was rather Small & to me a 
[—]on of but little life, though I hope others faired better
[—] was silent. —

 October 12, Saturday: Peter I became constitutional emperor of Brazil.

The Galunggung volcano erupted for a 2d time, blowing the top off the mountain and spewing rock and ash 
into the air.

Dom Pedro, son of King Joao VI of Portugal, was proclaimed constitutional emperor of Brazil.

 October 13, Sunday: William Sayward, Jr. of Gloucester died while at sea.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 13th of 10 M / At the Morning meeting Father Rodman had 
a short testimony in the Afternoon Anne Dennis & Hannah Dennis 
said a few words — to me it was rather a dry season. — About 5 
OCl this After Noon Died [—] Bowen wife of Jonathon, she was a 
member of society & an exam[—] Friend & will be a loss to her 
family & friends —

MOSES BROWN SCHOOL
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 October 15, Tuesday: The initial issue of the magazine The Liberal included George Gordon, Lord Byron’s 
“Letters to the Editor of ‘My Grandmother’s Review’” and “The Vision of Judgement” (the latter of which 
would result in hostile reviews, and John Hunt’s prosecution).

Obadiah Moses Brown, son of Friend Moses Brown, died during his 51st year. He had bequeathed his library 
and a considerable sum of money to the Quaker Yearly Meeting School in Providence, Rhode Island on the 
creation of which he and his father had been for so many years laboring.Extracts from the will of Obadiah M. 

Brown dated March 28, 1814, and from the codicil to the said will dated October 14, 1822, relating to the 
“Yearly Meeting School” as a legatee, as copied from the official clerk’s copy in the municipal records at the 
Providence, Rhode Island Town Hall by Friend John R. Kellam during October 2007:

.... (from the will:)
Item. I give to my honoured Father Moses Brown, as Treasurer of
the Yearly Meeting of Friends School Fund or to his Successor
that may hereafter be appointed by the Meeting for Sufferings
in the Capacity of the said School Committee, an annuity of three
thousand Dollars, and hereby authorize and direct my Executors
to pay the same in one Year after my Decease to the said
Treasurer for the Time being weather [sic] the School be in
operation or not. That the Sum be a part of the Fund of said
Institution to be applied for the purpose of procuring an
Establishment in Land, Buildings and furnishings the necessary
accommodations paying the Salaries of Instructors and
assistants, and also the Board of the Scholars and Family of the
Institution / nearly similar to Friends Boarding Schools of the
Yearly Meeting of New York at Nine Partners, or at Weston in
Pennsylvania / wherein the Children members of our religious
Society of Friends with such others as may be thought best to
be admitted / may receive a religious and guarded Education free
from the contaminating Influence of the vain fashionable World
which leads young minds from the Simplicity of Truth, and that
meek and quiet Spirit exhibited by our blessed Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ whom we profess to follow.

Item. I also give / after the Decease of my Wife Dorcas Brown /
the annuity of Three thousand Dollars more to the aforesaid
Institution making up the Sum of Six thousand Dollars to be paid
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by my Executors in one year after the Decease of my Wife, and
annually afterwards to the Treasurer of the said School Fund for
the Time being for the purpose of supporting and perpetuating
the Institution as aforesaid.

Item. I give all my Books and Maps to the Yearly Meeting School
after the Decease of my Wife, or when the School shall be got
under Way, providing she is consenting thereto how soon soever
the School may be in operation.

.... (from the codicil:)
I hereby confirm the Legacy given in my Will for the use of the
Yearly Meetings School, which was not then located, but now
under successful operation in the Lot given by my Father for
that purpose to the Institution there established to be and
remain for the use of said Establishment forever.
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Friend Stephen Wanton Gould had commented on this in his journal:

3rd day 15th of 10th M 1822 / Heard this morning of the Decease 
of our Valued Friend Sylvester Weeks at his house in Cranston, 
he has suffered a very painful illness of some obstruction in 
the Urine passages. — He was an Elder of Honorable standing in 
Greenwich Moy [Monthly] Meeting, & was an active member & 
particularly useful in the Quarterly & Yearly Meetings. - his 

Friend Obadiah M. Brown
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loss to the Church will be great indeed. — I have also heard 
this Morning that our Frd Obadiah Brown of Providence is very 
ill & but little prospect of his recovering remains. — It is an 
Awful time in the Land Sickness in many places prevails & many 
deaths occur, & a number, where to all human appearance, a longer 
continuance in life might have been useful. - but The Lords time 
is the right & best time, & May I & may all cultivate a 
disposition to Say in sincerity “Thye will be done.”
This Afternoon Attended the funeral of Sarah Bowen which went 
to the Meeting Houses & was a solid favour’d time Testimonys 
were in course thus Jonathon Dennis, David Buffum Anne Dennis & 
Hannah Dennis. — David & Hannah were particularly favour’d, & 
the solemnity of the Meeting was Kept up throughout

4th day 16th of 19th M / Heard this Afternoon of the decease of 
Our friend Obadiah Brown of Providence & that his Mortal remains 
were inter’d this day at Providence.
“In the Midst of life we are in Death,” when I parted with him 
at his fathers Door a week ago last first day, little did either 
of us think it was a final separation. — He was a good man his 
great Wealth so far from puffing him up rather humbled him & his 
Charities & other usefulness will be a great loss indeed

 October 17, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 17th of 10th M 1822 / Excepting a short Testimony from 
Father Rodman, Our Meeting was Silent — after which Our Select 
Meeting was held, it was a season of rather closer searcht than 
common, which induced me to see that it was a season of rather 
more proffit than common.

 October 20, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 20th 10 M / Our Meetings were seasons of favour - we had 
profitable testimonys in the forenoon from Father Rodman
In the Afternoon J Dennis & Father said a little & I thought[—
]itly & that the meeting was a good one. —
Just before the close of the forenoon Meeting I was led out by 
T Hornsby to produce the Keys of the [—]s Synagogue to deposit 
therein the remains of Abraham [—], who died in Boston & just 
arrived. — After the [con?]lusion of the Afternoon Meeting he 
was interd in the [—]ws burying ground attended by a large 
concourse of citizens
This Afternoon was the funeral of a child of John Millenalty of 
Middletown, which I should have been glad to have attended, but 
for the Afternoon Meeting which I feel myself much bound too as 
it is generally much smaller than [-] the Morning & the funeral 
of Tours which I also felt [-] wish to attend.
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Austria, France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia convened the Congress of Verona to continue the absolutist 
ideals of the Congress of Laibach of the previous year (this would go on into November). Present were the 
Emperor of Austria, the Tsar of Russia, the King of Prussia, and all the leaders of Italy with the exception of 
the Pope. The English delegates would point out that in seven months of the year 1821 no fewer than 21,000 
Africans had been abducted as new slaves, and 352 vessels up to no good had appeared at African ports north 
of the equator. Despite the fact that only Portugal and Brazil were formally allowing the international slave 
trade to proceed unchecked, that traffic in human lives had been becoming more and more ubiquitous. They 
would point out that this had been defined as a crime by every nation of Europe and America save one, and 
that the ordinary operation of law was obviously unable to prevent it. The English delegates to the Congress 
of Verona would suggest that if each of the assembled nations were to separately denounce the trade as piracy, 
the result would be to create a collective rule of law that could then be incorporated into a “Law of Nations.” 
They would also suggest that each nation prohibit foreign negrero vessels from sailing under its flag. They 
would also suggest that for so long as Portugal and Brazil were allowing the trade, none of their produce 
should be acceptable into international commerce. None of such proposals would be found acceptable. The 
congress would be able to agree only on vague generalities.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Whatever England’s motives were, it is
certain that only a limited international Right of Visit on the
high seas could suppress or greatly limit the slave-trade. Her
diplomacy was therefore henceforth directed to this end. On the
other hand, the maritime supremacy of England, so successfully
asserted during the Napoleonic wars, would, in case a Right of
Search were granted, virtually make England the policeman of the
seas; and if nations like the United States had already, under
present conditions, had just cause to complain of violations by
England of their rights on the seas, might not any extension of
rights by international agreement be dangerous? It was such
considerations that for many years brought the powers to a dead-
lock in their efforts to suppress the slave-trade.
At first it looked as if England might attempt, by judicial
decisions in her own courts, to seize even foreign slavers.41

After the war, however, her courts disavowed such action,42 and
the right was sought for by treaty stipulation. Castlereagh took
early opportunity to approach the United States on the matter,
suggesting to Minister Rush, June 20, 1818, a mutual but
strictly limited Right of Search.43 Rush was ordered to give him
assurances of the solicitude of the United States to suppress
the traffic, but to state that the concessions asked for
appeared of a character not adaptable to our institutions.
Negotiations were then transferred to Washington; and the new
British minister, Mr. Stratford Canning, approached Adams with
full instructions in December 1820.44

Meantime, it had become clear to many in the United States that
the individual efforts of States could never suppress or even
limit the trade without systematic co-operation. In 1817 a
committee of the House had urged the opening of negotiations
looking toward such international co-operation,45 and a Senate
motion to the same effect had caused long debate.46 In 1820 and

41. For cases, see 1 Acton, 240, the “Amedie,” and 1 Dodson, 81, the “Fortuna;” quoted in U.S. Reports, 10 Wheaton, 66.
42. Cf. the case of the French ship “Le Louis”: 2 Dodson, 238; and also the case of the “San Juan Nepomuceno”: 1 Haggard, 267.
43. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1819-20, pages 375-9; also pages 220-2.
44. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 395-6.
45. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77.
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1821 two House committee reports, one of which recommended the
granting of a Right of Search, were adopted by the House, but
failed in the Senate.47 Adams, notwithstanding this, saw
constitutional objections to the plan proposed by Canning, and
wrote to him, December 30: “A Compact, giving the power to the
Naval Officers of one Nation to search the Merchant Vessels of
another for Offenders and offences against the Laws of the
latter, backed by a further power to seize and carry into a
Foreign Port, and there subject to the decision of a Tribunal
composed of at least one half Foreigners, irresponsible to the
Supreme Corrective tribunal of this Union, and not amendable to
the controul of impeachment for official misdemeanors, was an
investment of power, over the persons, property and reputation
of the Citizens of this Country, not only unwarranted by any
delegation of Sovereign Power to the National Government, but
so adverse to the elementary principles and indispensable
securities of individual rights, ... that not even the most
unqualified approbation of the ends ... could justify the
transgression.” He then suggested co-operation of the fleets on
the coast of Africa, a proposal which was promptly accepted.48

The slave-trade was again a subject of international
consideration at the Congress of Verona in 1822. Austria,
France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia were represented. The
English delegates declared that, although only Portugal and
Brazil allowed the trade, yet the traffic was at that moment
carried on to a greater extent than ever before. They said that
in seven months of the year 1821 no less than 21,000 slaves were
abducted, and three hundred and fifty-two vessels entered
African ports north of the equator. “It is obvious,” said they,
“that this crime is committed in contravention of the Laws of
every Country of Europe, and of America, excepting only of one,
and that it requires something more than the ordinary operation
of Law to prevent it.” England therefore recommended: — 

1. That each country denounce the trade as piracy, with a view
of founding upon the aggregate of such separate declarations a
general law to be incorporated in the Law of Nations.

2. A withdrawing of the flags of the Powers from persons not
natives of these States, who engage in the traffic under the
flags of these States.

3. A refusal to admit to their domains the produce of the
colonies of States allowing the trade, a measure which would
apply to Portugal and Brazil alone.

These proposals were not accepted. Austria would agree to the
first two only; France refused to denounce the trade as piracy;
and Prussia was non-committal. The utmost that could be gained
was another denunciation of the trade couched in general terms.49

46. 15th Congress 1st session, pages 71, 73-78, 94-109. The motion was opposed largely by Southern members, and passed by a 
vote of 17 to 16.
47. One was reported, May 9, 1820, by Mercer’s committee, and passed May 12: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 
497, 518, 520, 526; 16th Congress 1st session, pages 697-9. A similar resolution passed the House next session, and a committee 
reported in favor of the Right of Search: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 1064-71. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th 
Congress 2d session, pages 476, 743, 865, 1469.
48. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 397-400.
49. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-23, pages 94-110.
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 October 21, Monday: Hector Berlioz began his journey from La Cote-St.-Andre to Paris after summer 
vacation. His father expected that he would resume his medical studies.

 October 21-November 11: Mount Vesuvius underwent the most forceful eruptions of the 19th Century: 
“Effusiva-Esplosiva — Lave in tutte le direzioni nell’Atrio; colate più lunghe verso Boscotrecase ed Ercolano. 
Forti danni per i lahar e la caduta di lapilli e scorie. Piogge posteruttive.”

 October 24, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 10th M / Lucy Dow wife of Lorenzo was at meeting 
& [preac]hed a little, - the Meeting otherwise was Silent & a 
solid [—[] —- In the Preparative Meeting in addition to the 
[usu]al buisness of answering The Queries - there was requests 
[—] certificates for two young men. —

 October 26, Saturday: Gaetano Donizetti’s melodramma semiseria Chiara e Serafina, o Il pirata to words of 
Romani after Pixerecourt was performed for the initial time, in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.

 October 27, Sunday: Opening of a 280-mile segment of the Erie Canal, between Rochester and Albany in 
upstate New York.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 27th of 10 M / Our Morning Meeting was a Solid good one 
[—]n Dennis & father Rodman appeared acceptable in [——]imony. 
— In the Afternoon to me it was a [-] roving time & but little 
benefit - Father was [-]n engaged in a few words. ——

 October 29, Monday: The initial boat with a cargo of Rochester flour left for Little Falls, along the Erie Canal. 

MOUNT VESUVIUS
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 October 30, Tuesday: The Caledonian Canal was opened joining the east and west sides of Scotland from 
Inverness to Loch Linnhe.

Franz Schubert dated the score to the two movements of the Symphony no.8 “Unfinished.”

 October 31, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31st of 10th M 1822 / This morning rode to Portsmouth 
in the Stage to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting. The first 
Meeting was a season of some favour, tho’ to me a low time & 
much depressed. -Several short testimonies were delivered. — In 
the last the depression continued, two young men were disowned 
& my feelings were such that I could not be very active in the 
buisness, tho’ could not feel wholly clear of taking a small 
part. —
Dined at Uncle Saml Thurstons & went down to Uncle Stantons took 
tead & lodged - next day attended to a little buisness & had to 
do & came home.-

 November: Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s wife and daughter would be with him at Highgate, until February of 
the following year.

 November: The government expedition of Dr. Walter Oudney, Lieutenant Hugh Clapperton, and Dixon 
Denham was finally permitted to set out from Murzuk (Murzuq) in Fezzan, across the Sahara toward Bornu.

NOVEMBER
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 November: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Aimable Socorro, master Jozé Inza, on 
one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, delivered its cargo of unfortunates out of an unknown area 
of Africa at the brave new world port of Havana, Cuba.

 November 1, Saturday: Fire began in Canton and would destroy much of the city.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.

Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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 November 3, Sunday: Giacomo Costantino Beltrami sailed from Liverpool for the United States on a vessel 
that would encounter great difficulties, requiring more than two months for the crossing.

Ludwig van Beethoven’s Gratulations-Menuet was performed for the initial time, in Vienna for the nameday 
of Carl Friedrich Hensler, new director of the theater in Josephstadt.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould became one of the overseers of the bequest of Friend Obadiah M. Brown:

1st day 5th [error, 3d] of 11th M 1822 / Meetings nearly Silent 
& not very lively, tho’ I thought the Afternoon was more 
favoured. — 
Rec’d between Meetings a letter from our Ancient frd Moses Brown 
inclosing a copy of part of his son Obadiahs Will, by which I 
was informed that I was appointed a Trustee with twelve others 
to receive an Annuity of twelve Hundred Dollars to be 
distributed according to our discretion in Such benevolent 
purposes as might occur, particularly by recommending the 
printing of Such religious Books as May tend to the promulgation 
of our religious principles where they are but little known. —
This Trust humbled my mind & desires were raised that we might 
be favoured to conduct according to the Will of the Donor & 
Honour of the Great Cause —

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 November 4, Monday: Camillus Griffith, a slaveowner’s agent, arrived in New Bedford on this day. It soon 
became clear that he had come to search out a black man who had been known in Virginia as William, who 
had arrived in New Bedford in 1817 or 1818.

In New Bedford, this man had been introducing himself as John Randolph, and he had been so listed on the 
occasion of the 1820 census, with two others in his household. Griffith asserted that Randolph had helped two 
slaves, Arthur and Lucy Cooper, escape from a Virginia plantation on board the Regulator, a New Bedford 
coasting vessel owned by John Avery Parker and Weston Howland. Griffith had already been to Nantucket to 
attempt to recover the Coopers, but although he had found them, the white Nantucketers apparently had 
interfered with his making off with them. So, he had decided to see if he would have better luck in New 
Bedford with the John Randolph case. Griffith went to Randolph’s New Bedford home and, according to the 
New Bedford Mercury, “dragged [Randolph] from his family, manacled, and forced towards perpetual 
bondage, and all for no other crime than the exercise of that freedom to which, by the law of nature every man 
is entitled.” A Boston district court judge had assured him he would need no warrant to make such an arrest 
— to justify his seizure of Randolph, therefor, he merely displayed his power of attorney to act on behalf of 
the estate to which the slaves were said to belong. Nathan Johnson would attend a local hearing of the case. It 
would seem that the white men at this hearing suspected Johnson, for a half-century later he would remark to 
a reporter for the New Bedford Republican Standard that a white man positioned himself behind him “with a 
heavy pair of tongs in his hand ready to brain him if there was any attempt made for Randolph’s liberation.” 
The New Bedford magistrates would refuse to hear the case, so Griffith would go to court instead in Taunton. 
At some point, according to Griffith, Randolph, despite his handcuffs, made a dash for a window. “When I 
attempted to stop him, I received some blows.” Then, while Griffith was leading Randolph into a carriage to 
take him to Taunton, “he was rescued from me by ten writs of debts alleged to be due by him.” These writs of 
debt had been constructed as a delaying tactic by Friend William W. Swain and Friend Thomas Rotch. 
Eventually Swain and Rotch would file charges against Griffith, of assault and battery and false imprisonment, 
and get him thrown into the local jail.
Waldo Emerson was teaching/tutoring in Chelmsford MA when on November 4th he recorded in his journal:

 November 7, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 7th of 11 M 1822 / Many friends have gone to Quarterly 

[Daniel] Webster was chosen representative to Congress by a 
majority of 1078 votes this morning.
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Meeting & our meeting was Small - & to me a very poor & destitute 
Season - tho’ it seemed to me that others experienced a solemnity 
worth meeting together for Anne Dennis expressed a little in the 
line of the Ministry

 November 8, Friday-14, Thursday: According to Anita Haya Patterson’s FROM EMERSON TO KING: 
DEMOCRACY, RACE, AND THE POLITICS OF PROTEST (NY: Oxford UP, 1997, pages 131-2), at this point Waldo 
Emerson’s journal demonstrates that Emerson was so thoroughly bemused by the scientistic legitimations of 
prejudice common in his era that he went with that sort of crap even when it contradicted the very principles 
upon which our republic ostensibly had been founded, as to be discovered for instance in such foundational 
documents as the Declaration of Independence:

She points out that like so many of his contemporaries who were presuming their own race to be inherently 
and intrinsically superior, Emerson was wont to speculate bloodily that the inferior races, those which could 
not achieve national status, would most likely be exterminated, but that it would be a serious mistake for us 
simply to disregard what Emerson has to say on the basis of such a repellent race politics — as we have such 
a great deal to learn in the process of considering and considering and reconsidering and reconsidering the 
manner in which his thinking was wrong, and viciously wrong:

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

I believe that nobody now regards the maxim “that all men are 
born equal,” as any thing more than a convenient hypothesis or 
an extravagant declamation.... For all the reverse is true, — 
that all men are born unequal in personal powers and in those 
essential circumstances, of time, parentage, country, fortune. 
The least knowledge of the natural history of man adds another 
important particular to these; namely, of what class of men he 
belongs to — European, Moor, Tartar, African? Because nature has 
plainly assigned different degrees of intellect to these 
different races, and the barriers between are insurmountable. 
This inequality is an indication of the design of Providence 
that some should lead, and some should serve.... If we speak in 
general of the two classes Man and Beast, we say that they are 
separated by the distinction of Reason, and the want of it.... 
I saw ten, twenty, a hundred large lipped, lowbrowed black men 
in the streets who, except in the mere matter of language, did 
not exceed the sagacity of the elephant. Now is it true that 
these were created superior to this wise animal, and designed 
to controul [sic] it? And in comparison with the highest orders 
of men, the Africans will stand so low as to make the difference 
which subsists between themselves & the sagacious beasts 
inconsiderable. It follows from this, that this is a distinction 
which cannot be much insisted on. [I’ll cut Emerson’s musings 
short here, and leap to his conclusion:]...are not they an upper 
order of inferior animals?
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“Waldo Emerson’s profound racism abated over time, but 
it never disappeared, always hovering in the background 
and clouding his democratic vision. Like all too many 
of his fellow intellectuals, throughout his life and 
works Emerson remained convinced that the 
characteristics that made the United States, for all its 
flaws, the great nation of the world were largely the 
product of its Saxon heritage and history. Here, alas, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s democratic imagination largely 
failed him.”
    — Peter Field

The sheer weight of evidence that proves the fact of Waldo
Emerson’s racism is disturbing. However, we would miss the focus
of this discussion –namely, the historical function of racism in
Emerson’s writings– were we simply to dismiss him for exhibiting
the racist perceptions of his time.... Emerson’s racism is
central to his vision of American nationality — a compelling,
myopic vision that must be viewed in the context of a violent
policy of westward expansion that prevailed in nineteenth-century
America. In NATURE, Emerson’s unmistakable reference to the
raciality of the American self allows him to situate that self at
the brink of egocentric absolutism: at the same time he expresses
a near disavowal of human society represented by ties to the
liberal-democratic state in NATURE, Emerson’s racist imagination
of the white, male body of Columbus is a framework for social
cohesion. For Emerson, race functions to express both a threat to
and an affirmation of social order. Generally speaking, Emerson’s
racist vision of the representative self is essential for his
articulation of a call to revolution — what Henry Thoreau (and,
much later, [the Reverend] Martin Luther King, Jr.) would
designate as “civil disobedience.”
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 November 10, Sunday: At a meeting of the Philharmonic Society of London, the members vote to offer £50 
to Ludwig van Beethoven for a new symphony.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 10th of 11th M 1822 / Yesterday towards night with my H 
& John Rode with Uncle Stanton to his House & lodged - This Morng 
we went to Portsmouth Meeting, which to me was a rather poor one 
—. returned to dinner & in the afternoon left My Wife & John 
[at] Uncle Stantons to stay & make them a Visit of a few days — 
walked home. —

YOU SEE, I’M A WHITE MAN

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 November 11, Monday: Hamdullah Abdullah Pasha replaced Haci Salih Pasha as Grand Vizier of the 
Ottoman Empire.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 14th of 11 M / The day was Stormy & our Meeting small, 
a season of mental labour to me & a little solemnity experienced, 
for which I desire to be thankful

 November 13, Wednesday: Julia Thuillier Savage Landor gave birth to an infant that would be christened, 
after its father, Walter Savage Landor.

In Greece, Nafplion fell to the forces of the rebellion.

In France, the Congregation of St. Basil (Basilian Fathers) was founded.

 November 16, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 16th of 11 M / This forenoon Hannah & John returned from 
Portsmouth where they have been the Week past & I have kept house 
alone —

 November 17, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 17th of 11th M / Some favour experienced at Meetings, 
but also much leaness & barraness — D Buffum in the forenoon & 
Father Rodman in the Afternoon delivered testimonies

 November 19, Tuesday: Sultan Sulaiman of Morocco died and was succeeded by his nephew Abd ar-
Rahman.

An 8.5 earthquake struck Valparaiso, Chile. It was followed by a moderate tsunami. There were approximately 
200 deaths. A Mrs. Maria Graham would write to H. Warburton, Esq. about her experience of this earthquake:

London, March 4, 1824 
Dear Sir,—
I send you, at your request, some extracts from my journal 
concerning the great Earthquakes which visited Chile, during my 
residence in that country, in 1822-3. 
The first shock, by which the towns of Valparaiso, Melipilla, 
Quillota, and Casa Blanca, were almost destroyed, and Santiago 
much damaged, was felt at a quarter past ten o’clock in the 
evening of Tuesday, the 19th November, 1822. It lasted three 
minutes. I was then residing about a mile from the coast of 
Quintero, situated on a promontory, about thirty miles to the 
north of Valparaiso. It was a very clear, still, and moon light 
night; the aurora australis had been visible, and some lightning 
had been seen over the Andes. In a few minutes after the first 
shock, there was another, less severe; and from that time the 
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whole night long successive shocks were felt twice in every five 
minutes, each lasting from half to a minute. On the morning of 
the 20th, a little before two, at four, and a quarter before six 
o’clock, there were three more violent shocks, and the earth 
continued trembling in the intervals: this day was hot and 
sunny, with wind; the night was clear and windy. On the morning 
of the 21st, at half past two, ten minutes before three, a 
quarter before eight, a quarter past nine, and half past ten; 
and in the afternoon, at a quarter past one, and at two, violent 
shocks were felt: the weather of this day was like the preceding. 
On the morning of the 22d, at half past four, half past seven, 
and a quarter past nine, there were violent shocks. A little 
before ten, three successive loud explosions were heard, like 
the sound of heavy artillery; the earth trembling very much 
after each explosion. At eleven there was another violent shock, 
and between that and one o’clock there were three slight ones; 
the earth then remained quiet until half past seven: this day 
there was a thick fog, with cold drizzling rain. On 23d the 
shocks were less violent and frequent. On the 24th there were 
continual Earthquakes until eleven at night. On the 25th there 
was a severe shock, at a quarter past eight in the morning, and 
others until a little before ten. On the morning of the 26th, at 
a quarter before three, there was a shock, which lasted nearly 
two minutes: this day we had a violent northerly wind, with rain, 
which was considered very unusual at this season. During my stay 
in Chile, from this time until the 18th of January, 1823, 
continual Earthquakes, more or less severe, were felt every day. 
Those on the 10th and 25th of December, were the most violent 
after that of the 19th November. I have learned that after my 
departure the Earthquakes continued, that they were very violent 
last July, and had not ceased altogether so late as last 
September. 
The sensation experienced during the more violent shocks, was 
that of the earth being suddenly heaved in a direction from north 
to south, and then falling down again; a transverse motion also 
being now and then felt. There was on the 19th November a general 
tremor felt, and a sound heard like that of vapor bursting out, 
similar to the tremor and sound which I remembered to have 
observed at each jet of fire, while standing on the cone of 
Vesuvius, during the eruption of 1818. The tremor between the 
shocks was shown to be real by the agitation of water in a glass; 
and during the shocks, water, or mercury, placed in a glass, was 
thrown over the edge in every direction. In the house where I 
resided, the furniture was all displaced, with some degree of 
regularity, so as to range, not parallel to the walls, which 
fronted to the north and south, but at a given angle diagonally. 
The sensations experienced on board the ships that lay in the 
harbour of Valparaiso, was as if they were moving very rapidly 
through the water, and occasionally touching the ground. On the 
first shock, on the night of the 19th of November, the sea, in 
Valparaiso harbor, rose to a great height, and then receded, so 
as to leave the small vessels, that were before afloat dry on 
the beach; it then returned again, but, as compared with the 
level of the land, not to its original level. All this is stated 
to have happened in a quarter of an hour. 
On the morning of the 20th, all the rivers and lakes connected 
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with them, in consequence of the dislodgement of snow from the 
mountains, were much swollen. In all the small valleys, the 
earth of the gardens was rent, and quantities of water and sand 
were forced up through the cracks to the surface. In the alluvial 
valley of Vina-a-la-Mar, the whole plain was covered with cones 
of earth, about four feet high, occasioned by the water and sand 
which had been forced up through funnel-shaped hollows beneath 
them; the whole surface being thus reduced to the consistence 
of quick-sand. At the roots of all the trees, between the 
surrounding earth and stem, large hollows were seen, into which 
the hand could be introduced, occasioned by the violence with 
which the trunks had been lashed to and fro. The bed of the Lake 
of Quintero was full of large cracks, and the alluvial soil on 
its shore, was divided so as to look like a sponge. The level 
of the lake, which communicates with the sea, had apparently 
sunk very much. The promontory of Quintero consists of granite, 
covered by sandy soil. The granite on the beach which is 
intersected by parallel veins, from a line to an inch in 
thickness, most of which are filled with a shining matter, but 
some are only coated with it on their sides, and present hollow 
fissures. After the Earthquake of the 19th the whole rock was 
found rent by sharp recent clefts, very distinguishable from the 
older ones, but running in the same direction. Many of the larger 
of these clefts might be traced from the beach to the distance 
of a mile and a half across the neighboring promontory, where, 
in some instances, the earth parted, and left the stony base of 
the hill exposed. 
It appeared on the morning of the 20th, that the whole line of 
coast, from north to south, to the distance of one hundred miles, 
had been raised above its former level. I perceived, from a small 
hill near Quintero, that an old wreck of a ship, which before 
could not be approached, was now accessible from the land, 
although its place on the shore had not been shifted. The 
alteration of the level at Valparaiso was about three feet, and 
some rocks were thus newly exposed, on which the fishermen 
collected the scollop-shell fish, which was not known to exist 
before the Earthquake. At Quintero, the elevation was about four 
feet. When I went to examine the coast, accompanied by Lord 
Cochrane, although it was high water, I found the ancient bed 
of the sea laid bare, and dry, with beds of oysters, muscles, 
and other shells, adhering to the rocks on which they grew, the 
fish being all dead, and exhaling most offensive effluvia. I 
found good reason to believe that the coast had been raised by 
Earthquakes, at former periods, in a similar manner, several 
ancient lines of beach, consisting of shingle, mixed with 
shells, extending in a parallel direction to the shore, to the 
height of fifty feet above the sea. The country has, in former 
years, been visited by Earthquakes, the last of any consequence 
having been ninety-three years ago. 
The shock of the 19th was felt as far as Lima to the north, by 
the ships there riding in the bay of Calao. To the south, it was 
experienced at least as far as Conception, and to the east, 
beyond the Andes, at Mendoza, and at St. Juan. The distance from 
Conception to Lima is about twenty degrees of latitude, or 1400 
miles. 

I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. MARIA GRAHAM.
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 November 20, Wednesday: Betsey Stockton and 20 other missionaries set sail from New Haven, Connecticut 
for the Hawaiian Islands. Upon her arrival Stockton would be the 1st known African-American woman in 
Hawaii.

 November 21, Thursday: Owing to political unrest the faculty of the Paris College of Medicine was dismissed 
and the college closed. Hector Berlioz, a student for little more than a year, thus ended his regular studies of 
medicine.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 11 M / At meeting my mind was favoured with 
[obscured] good degree of Solemnity & tenderness. — Father 
Rodman spoke twice & Jonathon Dennis once, I thought pertinently 
with pretty good savor. — No buisness in the Preparative 
Meeting. —

 November 23, Saturday: Fanny Mendelssohn completed the composition of her 1st piece of chamber music, 
a piano quartet in A flat.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 November 28, Thursday: The Champlain Canal was extended through the village of Waterford.

An overture and five choral numbers for Den Sachsen-Sogn vermahlet heute, a festspiel by Robert, by Carl 
Maria von Weber, were performed for the initial time, to celebrate the wedding of Prince Johann of Saxony to 
Princess Amalie August of Bavaria, at the Dresden Hoftheater.

Valentine de Milan, a drame lyrique by Etienne-Nicolas Mehul to words of Bouilly and completed by 
Daussoigne-Mehul, was performed for the initial time, in the Theatre Feydeau, Paris.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 28th of 11 M ?? Our first Meeting was a good solid 
favoured time [obscured] mind was particularly so for which I 
desire to be thankful Jannah Dennis, Father Rodman Anne Dennis 
bore testimonues [obscured] I felt Unity with / —
In the last Meeting we had considerable [obscured]ness & some 
of it trying - Several testimonies of Denial were [—act?]ed on 
against some who have been Disowned & the cutting out of members 
is always afflicting —

 November 29, Friday: Gioachino Rossini’s cantata La Santa Alleanza to words of Rossi was performed for 
the initial time, in the Arena, Verona, commissioned by Prince Metternich for the Congress of Verona as a 
celebration of the Holy Alliance.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 29th of 11th M 1822 / This Afternoon Hannah Dennis & her 
daughter Anne Spent the Afternoon with us - & Jonathon joined 
us at tea & in the evening - This was a very pleasant visit & 
renewed the belief in my mind that it is good for brethren to 
Speak often together. — it renews fellowship, & brightens the 
chain of Friendship. —

 Winter: Sarah Moore Grimké resided in the Philadelphia city residence of Friend Israel Morris.

WINTER 1822/1823
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 December: After an arduous voyage, either during this month or during January 1823, Giacomo Costantino 
Beltrami disembarked at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (he probably landed on December 20th but for some 
reason he would assert in his writings that he had landed on January 23d).

James Geddes recommended five routes for Ohio canals to the state’s legislature.

At the end of this year the Reverend Lemuel Capen took up again his ministerial calling, while at the same 
time (his “day job,” so to speak) supporting his large and growing family by teaching in the Hawes School of 
South Boston for a salary of some $500 per year.

 December: “Crimping,” but in reverse: in the wake of the Denmark Vesey conspiracy, South Carolina 
legislated that free black sailors visiting its ports be “seized and confined in gaol until such vessel, shall clear 
out and depart from this state,” at the expense of the skipper of the vessel. Should the skipper fail to pay for 
his seaman’s accommodations, the imprisoned black man was to be sold by the state into slavery in order to 
recoup the expense!

There would be two trials of the Camillus Griffith/John Randolph case in Taunton, followed by a 
Massachusetts Supreme Court hearing in Boston. The first trials, beginning in this month, hinged largely on 
in what sense Randolph might still be considered to be a slave. An assertion was offered, that the federal 1793 
Fugitive Slave Law could not apply since slavery had become a status unrecognized in Massachusetts law: a 
person could not be a slave if he were living here. Griffith controverted this interpretation, and offered in 
addition that the writs of debt that had been produced would be invalid on their face, due to the legal facts that 
in Virginia slaves could not incur debt, and that each state was required by the federal constitution to recognize 
the legal systems of the other states. The justices held in both trials that Griffith had failed to make his case 
that Randolph was a slave — and was therefore guilty of assault. (The second Taunton trial would take place 
during the following April.)

 December 1, Sunday: The coronation of Peter I as constitutional emperor of Brazil.

Franz Liszt, now a piano student of Carl Czerny and a composition student of Antonio Salieri, offered his 
initial public concert in the Landstandischer Saal, Vienna. Liszt played the a minor piano concerto of Johann 
Nepomuk Hummel. The Allgemeine Zeitung would call him “a little Hercules...fallen from the clouds.”

Dom Pedro, son of King Joao VI of Portugal, was crowned Emperor of Brazil.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 1st of 12th M 1822 / Our Meeting was rather small in 
consequence of a hard Storm of Wind & rain, but both to me were 
seasons of uncommon favour - In the Morning we were Silent - In 
the Afternoon H Dannis was concerned in a Short but precious 
testimony
I can but render acknowledgemnts for this Days favour where they 
are alone due. — Oh that this day the beginning of Winter may 
prove as a forerunner of better days than I have experienced for 

DECEMBER
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some Weeks past. —

 December 2, Monday: Richard Geyer entered the Kreuzschule in Dresden.

 December 3, Tuesday: Samuel Somes, Jr. of Gloucester, 16 years of age, died while at sea.

Il vero omaggio, a cantata by Gioachino Rossini to words of Rossi, was performed for the initial time, in the 
Teatro Filarmonico, Verona, commissioned by Prince Metternich for the Congress of Verona (the performance 
took place before the assembled heads of state).

President James Monroe addressed the federal Congress.

“A cruise has also been maintained on the coast of Africa, when
the season would permit, for the suppression of the slave-trade;
and orders have been given to the commanders of all our public
ships to seize our own vessels, should they find any engaged in
that trade, and to bring them in for adjudication.” HOUSE JOURNAL,
17th Congress, 2d session, pages 12, 21.

 December 5, Thursday: Concerto in a minor for piano and strings by Felix Mendelssohn was performed for 
the initial time, in Berlin.

5th day 7th [sic] of 12th M / Our Meeting was Silent & to me a 
Solemn favoured season for which I desire to be thankful —
There are a number of interesting Boys who attend our meetings 
- today while sitting in Meeting they were a Subject of my 
reflections & best wishes they appear to be Sensible & some of 
them evince Seriousness in their deportment & particularly in 
meetings sit with grave attentive countenances. —

 December 6, Friday: Production began at the 1st large-scale pencil factory in the US, one created by 
John Eberhard.

 December 7, Saturday: John Aikin died. 

 December 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8th of 12th M / In the Morning Meeting, soon after it 
was gathered, I felt a solemnity arise & remarkably Spread over 
the Meeting, in which I was favoured to partake to a degree of 
encouragement - D Buffum rose & observed “that from his advanced 
age & decrease of natural powers he had sometimes thought he 
might be excused from public experiences but feeling a concern 
to rest upon him, he believed it his duty to excite in the Minds 
of the people a Watchful State of Mind” & gave good evidence of 
Gospel Authority as did Hannah Dennis in two standings after him
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Our Afternoon Meeting was good & silent

 December 10, Tuesday: Cesar-Auguste-Jean-Guillaume-Hubert Franck was born at 7AM in Liege, in the 
Walloon District of the Netherlands, the 2d of 5 children (eldest of two surviving infancy) born to Nicholas-
Joseph Franck, an unemployed clerk, and Marie-Catherine-Barbe Frings, the daughter of a German textile 
merchant.

 December 12, Thursday: Agustin de Iturbide declared himself Emperor of Mexico and was so recognized by 
the USA.

Jan Vaclav Vorisek underwent examination as one of nine candidates for the position of 2d court organist in 
Vienna (he was successful and would take up his duties in the following month).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 12th of 12th M 1822 / Our Meeting was pretty well 
attended & it appeard to me was a good favourd time tho’ some 
roving was my lot yet a comfortable portion of devotion was 
experieinced. — Father Rodman bore a short but acceptable 
testimony. —

 December 13, Friday: Eight songs by Franz Schubert were published by Cappi and Diabelli, Vienna: Drei 
Gesange des Harfners to words of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe as his op.12, and Der Schafer und der Reiter 
to words of Fouque, Lob der Tranen to words of von Schlegel and Der Alpenjager to words of Mayrhofer, all 
as his op.13, and the first setting of Suleika and Geheimes, both to words of Goethe, as his op.14. 

 December 14, Saturday: The Viceroy of Ireland was physically assaulted during riots by Orangemen in 
Dublin.

The Congress of Verona grants France a free hand in suppressing the rebellion in Spain, then adjourns without 
discussing Greece.
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 December 15, Sunday: The 20-year-old Nantucket Island boatsteerer Samuel B. Comstock and his 18-year-
old brother William and his 14-year-old brother George sailed under Captain Thomas Worth aboard the Globe 
out of Martha’s Vineyard, on its 4th whaling expedition. (On a previous voyage this whaler had been the 1st 
to take 2,000 barrels of oil.)

This voyage would evidently become very frustrating, for although the vessel initially proceeded east toward 
the Azore Islands and the Cape Verde Islands, in order to pick up the northeast trade winds and proceed toward 
Cape Horn and the Pacific Ocean and the whaling grounds there, Captain Worth would turn the ship south 
without stopping at any of these Atlantic islands for the refreshment and recreation of the crew. Ouch! –Then, 
after the vessel had rounded the Horn, Captain Worth would pass up another refreshment and recreation spot, 
Valparaiso on the coast of Chile. Ouch! –Then, when the vessel reached Hawaiian waters, Captain Worth 
would refuse to allow any of his crewmen to go ashore for their usual refreshment and recreation, but instead 
would have fresh supplies brought out to the ship at anchor. It was almost as if this young Captain Worth, on 
his first command, had other things to think about than the usual fun and games with eager little brown people!

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 15th of 12 M  / Our Morning meeting to me was a season 
of [obscured]ing to me, but I have no doubt it was to many a 
time [obscured] savour, & appeared like it as much solemnity 
seemd spread in the gathering — J Dennis had a short testimony 
[—]er which was acceptable & D Buffunm was largely [—]erned to 
speak of the State of Christendom as portray[ing] a corrupt 
state of things, when professing Christians [—] different 
nations engaged in War, are praying to the same God for success 
on their Arms. Christian pro[—]ing Ministers thus at the same 
time engaged —how [incon]sistent with the Doctrines & precepts 
of Jesus Christ [whos]e injunction was to love one another —
In the Afternoon it was still to me a season of little proffit 
but was enabled to feel that Truth [was] prevalent amongst us — 
Father Rodman bore a short but acceptable testimony - & J Dennis 
was [eng]aged to recount the present favours of society & 
[con]trast it with the times of sufferings in the days [—] our 
valient Predicessors & endeavoured to excite the youth & others 
present to live near the Truth, the light [—] have, & be obedient 
to Known Duty —

 December 19, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 19 of 12 M / In our Meeting today (which to me was solid 
& good) Hannah Dennis was engaged in a well Authorized 
testimony, attended with Life [in] buisness but to appoint 
Prepresentations in the Preparative Meeting

 December 22, Sunday: Grindall Reynolds was born in Franconia, New Hampshire.

Ludwig van Beethoven was elected an honorary member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Stockholm.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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1st day [sic] 22nd of 12 M 1822 / A pleasant Day & Meeting well 
Attended, & five testimonies delivered - some of them had a 
reaching effect on my Mind — but on the whole it was a season 
of leanness to me
Silent in the Afternoon, well attended & a little more life in 
my mind than in the morning

 December 23, Monday: Opferlied op.121b by Ludwig van Beethoven was performed for the initial time, in 
Pressburg (Bratislava).

To hear him relate the story in a decades-later timeframe, the Reverend Clement Clarke Moore was on this 
day going by sleigh to the Washington Market of New-York to purchase his family’s Christmas turkey, when 
he got the idea for the poem that, a year later, would be sprung anonymously on the US public as “A Visit from 
St. Nicholas.” (In this story, the part to be credited is that yes, Virginia, there is such a place as New-York, and 
that there on this day the Reverend did in fact proceed, and by sleigh, to the Washington Market — where he 
did in fact purchase a turkey.)

Most fundamentally, Christmas was an occasion when the social
hierarchy itself was symbolically turned upside down, in a
gesture that inverted designated roles of gender, age, and
class. During the Christmas season those near the bottom of the
social order acted high and mighty. Men might dress like women,
and women might dress (and act) like men. Young people might
imitate and mock their elders... A peasant or an apprentice
might become ‘Lord of Misrule’ and mimic the authority of a real
‘gentleman.’ ...At other times of the year it was the poor who
owed goods, labor, and deference to the rich. But on this
occasion the tables were turned — literally. The poor –most
often bands of boys and young men– claimed the right to march
to the houses of the well-to-do, enter their halls, and receive
gifts of food, drink, and sometimes money as well. And the rich
had to let them in... In return, the peasants offered something
of true value in a paternalistic society — their goodwill
(Nissenbaum 1997:8-9; emphasis his). What these practices boiled
down to was that a group of male teens would pound on the door
of their wealthier neighbors, demand the best food and liquor
in the house (or threaten to wreak havoc for the rest of the
year if they did not) and move on to the next house, getting
louder and rowdier as they collected more youths and became
drunk. When indulged, these young men were essentially
committing themselves to another year of toil for their upper
class neighbors. This late-night, loud-mouthed revelry was
called ‘wassailing,’ and lasted well into the nineteenth
century. Christmas celebrations looked much the same throughout
British North America. In Philadelphia, for example, In the
first half of the nineteenth century Christmas comprised a week
of amusements and celebrations such as horse races, pig chases,
pigeon shoots, ox roasts, and hunting and skating parties. The
thriving theatre district counted on heavy attendance at
harlequinades and minstrel shows. Militia troops and clubs held
balls and concerts, church women gave fairs, fire companies
paraded new equipment, set fires, and brawled. Hundreds of pubs,
groggeries, and cookshops treated patrons to the specialities
of the season with extra liberality (Davis 1982:186-7). In

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1822 1822

HDT WHAT? INDEX

addition to the gaming, revelers shot their guns into the air,
advertising their parties to people for miles around, and
dressed up in costumes and masks, roving the streets. These
bands of young men, no longer restraining their boisterous
activities to their home neighborhoods, were termed
‘callithumpians,’ and made charivari-like rough music, taking
the conventions of marching bands and fife and drum corps and
turning them inside out. Dressed in burlesque, they mocked real
music with cracked pots, cowbells, kitchen utensils, bent horns,
cow horns, fake trumpets, and the whole folk repertoire of
homemade and pretend instruments (Davis 1982:188). Such
activities were an extension of the earlier practices of
wassailing, and took place to greater and lesser degrees in the
cities and towns of early America. Upper and middle class
American families understandably became very uncomfortable with
the rowdy and downright dangerous behavior of these lower class
bachelors. There were two reactions to their fear. First, police
forces were formed as a night watch for the time from mid-
December until just after the New Year (Davis 1982, Nissenbaum
1997). Crowds were disbanded, rowdies arrested, streets quieted,
and ‘respectable’ neighborhoods kept safe. The second reaction
was more subtle, but succeeded in drastically changing the
nature of the holiday. Two publications occurred in the early
nineteenth century that were creative works offering a new
possibility for the celebration of Christmas. One was a poem
written by the Episcopal minister Clement Clarke Moore, which
he titled “A Visit from Saint Nicholas” and which is now often
known as “The Night Before Christmas.” Harry Smith, the narrator
of a History Channel special on the history of Christmas,
stated:

In 1822, Moore wrote a poem for his children about a
good natured saint who came down the chimney on
Christmas Eve. Moore dreamed up Dasher, Dancer, and the
rest of the reindeer, along with Santa’s entrance
through the chimney. But at first he was embarrassed by
the poem — the worried it was too frivolous for a man
of the church (Guss 1997). His poem was first published
without his permission by the editor friend of a visitor
who heard him recite it. “He was initially annoyed,
feeling that the verse was too simple to match with his
more erudite writings. However, when he came to realize
that thousands of children were enjoying his poem, he
was delighted” (Templeman 1989:444).

“A Visit from Saint Nicholas” was published every year in an
ever-increasing number of almanacs (Nissenbaum 1997). It acted
to shift the focus of Christmas activity from callithumpian
bands and annoyed wealthy citizens to well-behaved children and
comfortable home life.50

 December 24, Tuesday: Matthew Arnold was born in Laleham, Middlesex, England.

50. Baker, Lisa B. CHRISTIANITY, SECULARIZATION, AND CHRISTMAS IN THE UNITED STATES 1850 AND TODAY.  
Religious Studies/Sociology Senior Thesis for Professors Gary Herion and Ed Ambrose, May 1999
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 December 24, Tuesday: Here is a Christmas memory dating to about this point in time, that John Thoreau, Jr. 
would post in 1839 to a young boy:

When I was a little boy I was told to hang my clean stocking
with those of my brother and sister in the chimney corner the
night before Christmas, and that “Santa Claus,” a very good sort
of sprite, who rode about in the air upon a broomstick (an odd
kind of horse I think) would come down the chimney in the night,
and fill our stockings if we had been good children, with dough-
nuts, sugar plums and all sorts of nice things; but if we had
been naughty we found in the stocking only a rotten potato, a
letter and a rod. I got the rotten potato once, had the letter
read to me, and was very glad that the rod put into the stocking
was too short to be used....
I determined one night to sit up until morning that I might get
a sight at [Santa Claus] when he came down the chimney.... I got
a little cricket and sat down by the fireplace looking sharp up
into the chimney, and there I sat for about an hour later than
my usual bed time, I suppose, when I fell asleep and was carried
off to bed before I knew anything about it. So I have never seen
him, and don't know what kind of a looking fellow he was.

John would add that his younger brother David Henry most often got the nice things, such as the candy.

In Maryland, upon the death of the owner of John Thompson, Mrs. Wagar, her slaves had been divided among 
her children and grandchildren. Since, at the turn of the year, the slaves were to be taken to their new lives, 
they were finding their Christmas holidays this year to be distressful — despite their being left alone for the 
time being as was the custom of the white patrollers:

[E]ach one was to go to his new home on the first of January,
1823. My father’s family fell to Mr. George Thomas, who was a
cruel man, and all the slaves feared much that they should fall
to him. He was a very bad man. He fed his slaves well, but drove
and whipped them most unmercifully, and not unfrequently selling
them.
The time drew near for our departure, and sorrowful it was. Every
heart was sad; every countenance downcast. Parents looking upon
their darling children would say, “is it possible that I must
soon bid them adieu, possibly forever!” Some rejoiced in hope
of a better situation, while others mourned, fearing a worse
one. Christmas came, but without bringing the usual gladness and
joy. We met together in prayer meeting, and petitioned for
heavenly strength to sustain our feeble frames. These were
continued during holiday week, from Christmas to New Year’s day,
when slaves are not to be molested; consequently, no patrolers
annoyed us.
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There was an interesting proslavery letter published by the Baptists of Charleston, South Carolina:

Rev. Dr. Richard Furman’s 
 EXPOSITION

of
The Views of the Baptists,

RELATIVE TO THE
COLOURED POPULATION

 In the United States
IN

A COMMUNICATION
To the Governor of South-Carolina

BENJAMIN ELLIOT, Esq. 
Charleston, 24th December, 1822. 
SIR, 
WHEN I had, lately, the honour of delivering to your Excellency
an Address, from the Baptist Convention in this State,
requesting that a Day of Public Humiliation and Thanksgiving
might be appointed by you, as our Chief Magistrate, to be
observed by the Citizens of the State at large, in reference to
two important recent events, in which the interposition of
Divine Providence has been conspicuous, and in which the
interests and feelings of our Citizens have been greatly
concerned,—— viz: The protection afforded them from the horrors
of an intended Insurrection; and the affliction they have
suffered from the ravages of a dreadful Hurricane——I took the
liberty to suggest, that I had a further communication to make
on behalf of the Convention, in which their sentiments would be
disclosed respecting the policy of the measure proposed; and on
the lawfulness of holding slaves —— the subject being considered
in a moral and religious point of view. 
You were pleased, sir, to signify, that it would be agreeable
to you to receive such a communication. And as it is incumbent
on me, in faithfulness to the trust reposed in me, to make it,
I now take the liberty of laying it before you. 

“EMANCIPATION IN THE ... INDIES....”: On the other part, appeared the reign
of pounds and shillings, and all manner of rage and stupidity; a
resistance which drew from Mr. Huddlestone in Parliament the
observation, “That a curse attended this trade even in the mode
of defending it. By a certain fatality, none but the vilest
arguments were brought forward, which corrupted the very persons
who used them. Every one of these was built on the narrow ground
of interest, of pecuniary profit, of sordid gain, in opposition
to every motive that had reference to humanity, justice, and
religion, or to that great principle which comprehended them
all.”

SLAVERY
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The Political propriety of bringing the intended Insurrection
into view by publicly acknowledging its prevention to be an
instance of the Divine Goodness, manifested by a providential,
gracious interposition, is a subject, which has employed the
serious attention of the Convention; and, if they have erred in
the judgment they have formed upon it, the error is, at least,
not owing to a want of consideration, or of serious concern.
They cannot view the subject but as one of great magnitude, and
intimately connected with the interests of the whole State. The
Divine Interposition has been conspicuous; and our obligations
to be thankful are unspeakably great. And, as principles of the
wisest and best policy leads nations, as well as individuals,
to consider and acknowledge the government of the Deity, to feel
their dependency on him and trust in him, to be thankful for his
mercies, and to be humbled under his chastening rod; so, not
only moral and religious duty, but also a regard to the best
interests of the community appear to require of us, on the
present occasion, that humiliation and thanksgiving, which are
proposed by the Convention in their request. For a sense of the
Divine Government has a meliorating influence on the minds of
men, restraining them from crime, and disposing them to virtuous
action. To those also, who are humbled before the Heavenly
Majesty for their sins, and learn to be thankful for his mercies,
the Divine Favour is manifested. From them judgments are
averted, and on them blessings are bestowed. 
The Convention are aware that very respectable Citizens have
been averse to the proposal under consideration; the proposal
for appointing a Day of Public Thanksgiving for our preservation
from the intended Insurrection, on account of the influence it
might be supposed to have on the Black Population——by giving
publicity to the subject in their view, and by affording them
excitements to attempt something further of the same nature.
These objections, however, the Convention view as either not
substantial, or over-balanced by higher considerations. As to
publicity, perhaps no fact is more generally known by the
persons referred to; for the knowledge of it has been
communicated by almost every channel of information, public and
private, even by documents under the stamp of Public Authority;
and has extended to every part of the State. But with the
knowledge of the conspiracy is united the knowledge of its
frustration; and of that, which Devotion and Gratitude should
set in a strong light, the merciful interposition of Providence,
which produced that frustration. The more rational among that
class of men, as well as others, know also, that our preservation
from the evil intended by the conspirators, is a subject, which
should induce us to render thanksgivings to the Almighty; and
it is hoped and believed, that the truly enlightened and
religiously disposed among them, of which there appear to be
many, are ready to unite in those thanksgivings, from a regard
to their own true interests: if therefore it is apprehended,
that an undue importance would be given to the subject in their
view, by making it the matter of public thanksgiving; that this
would induce the designing and wicked to infer our fear and sense
of weakness from the fact, and thus induce them to form some
other scheme of mischief: Would not our silence, and the
omission of an important religious duty, under these
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circumstances, undergo, at least, as unfavorable a construction,
and with more reason? 
But the Convention are persuaded, that publicity, rather than
secrecy is the true policy to be pursued on this occasion;
especially, when the subject is taken into view, in connexion
with other truths, of high importance and certainty, which
relate to it, and is placed in a just light; the evidence and
force of which truths, thousands of this people, when informed,
can clearly discern and estimate. It is proper, the Convention
conceives, that the Negroes should know, that however numerous
they are in some parts of these Southern States, they, yet, are
not, even including all descriptions, bond and free, in the
United States, but little more than one sixth part of the whole
number of inhabitants, estimating that number which it probably
now is, at Ten Millions; and the Black and Coloured Population,
according to returns made at 1,786,000: That their destitution
in respect to arms, and the knowledge of using them, with other
disabilities, would render their physical force, were they all
united in a common effort, less than a tenth part of that, with
which they would have to contend. That there are multitudes of
the best informed and truly religious among them, who, from
principle, as well as from prudence, would not unite with them,
nor fail to disclose their machinations, when it should be in
their power to do it: That, however in some parts of our Union
there are Citizens, who favour the idea of general emancipation;
yet, were they to see slaves in our Country, in arms, wading
through blood and carnage to effect their purpose, they would
do what both their duty and interest would require; unite under
the government with their fellow citizens at large to suppress
the rebellion, and bring the authors of it to condign
punishment: That it may be expected, in every attempt to raise
an insurrection (should other attempts be made) as well as it
was in that defeated here, that the prime movers in such a
nefarious scheme, will so form their plan, that in case of
exigency, they may flee with their plunder and leave their
deluded followers to suffer the punishment, which law and
justice may inflict: And that therefore, there is reason to
conclude, on the most rational and just principles, that
whatever partial success might at any time attend such a measure
at the onset, yet, in this country, it must finally result in
the discomfiture and ruin of the perpetrators; and in many
instances pull down on the heads of the innocent as well as the
guilty, an undistinguishing ruin. 
On the lawfulness of holding slaves, considering it in a moral
and religious view, the Convention think it their duty to
exhibit their sentiments, on the present occasion, before your
Excellency, because they consider their duty to God, the peace
of the State, the satisfaction of scrupulous consciences, and
the welfare of the slaves themselves, as intimately connected
with a right view of the subject. The rather, because certain
writers on politics, morals and religion, and some of them
highly respectable, have advanced positions, and inculcated
sentiments, very unfriendly to the principle and practice of
holding slaves; and by some these sentiments have been advanced
among us, tending in their nature, directly to disturb the
domestic peace of the State, to produce insubordination and
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rebellion among the slaves, and to infringe the rights of our
citizens; and indirectly, to deprive the slaves of religious
privileges, by awakening in the minds of their masters a fear,
that acquaintance with the Scriptures, and the enjoyment of
these privileges would naturally produce the aforementioned
effects; because the sentiments in opposition to the holding of
slaves have been attributed, by their advocates, to the Holy
Scriptures, and to the genius of Christianity. These sentiments,
the Convention, on whose behalf I address your Excellency,
cannot think just, or well-founded: for the right of holding
slaves is clearly established by the Holy Scriptures, both by
precept and example. In the Old Testament, the Isrealites were
directed to purchase their bond-men and bond-maids of the
Heathen nations; except they were of the Canaanites, for these
were to be destroyed. And it is declared, that the persons
purchased were to be their “bond-men forever;” and an
“inheritance for them and their children.” They were not to go
out free in the year of jubilee, as the Hebrews, who had been
purchased, were: the line being clearly drawn between them.51 In
example, they are presented to our view as existing in the
families of the Hebrews as servants, or slaves, born in the
house, or bought with money: so that the children born of slaves
are here considered slaves as well as their parents. And to this
well known state of things, as to its reason and order, as well
as to special privileges, St. Paul appears to refer, when he
says, “But I was free born.” 
In the New-Testament, the Gospel History, or representation of
facts, presents us a view correspondent with that, which is
furnished by other authentic ancient histories of the state of
the world at the commencement of Christianity. The powerful
Romans had succeeded, in empire, the polished Greeks; and under
both empires, the countries they possessed and governed were
full of slaves. Many of these with their masters, were converted
to the Christian Faith, and received, together with them into
the Christian Church, while it was yet under the ministry of the
inspired Apostles. In things purely spiritual, they appear to
have enjoyed equal privileges; but their relationship, as
masters and slaves, was not dissolved. Their respective duties
are strictly enjoined. The masters are not required to
emancipate their slaves; but to give them the things that are
just and equal, forbearing threatening; and to remember, they
also have a master in Heaven. The “servants under the yoke”52

(bond-servants or slaves) mentioned by Paul to Timothy, as
having “believing masters,” are not authorized by him to demand
of them emancipation, or to employ violent means to obtain it;
but are directed to “account their masters worthy of all
honour,” and “not to despise them, because they were brethren”
in religion; “but the rather to do them service, because they
were faithful and beloved partakers of the Christian benefit.”
Similar directions are given by him in other places, and by other
Apostles. And it gives great weight to the argument, that in
this place, Paul follows his directions concerning servants with
a charge to Timothy, as an Evangelist, to teach and exhort men

51. See Leviticus XXV. 44, 45, 46, &c.
52. upo zugon Douloi: bond-servants, or slaves. Doulos, is the proper term for slaves; it is here in the plural and rendered more 
expressive by being connected with yoke——UNDER THE YOKE.
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to observe this doctrine. 
Had the holding of slaves been a moral evil, it cannot be
supposed, that the inspired Apostles, who feared not the faces
of men, and were ready to lay down their lives in the cause of
their God, would have tolerated it, for a moment, in the
Christian Church. If they had done so on a principle of
accommodation, in cases where the masters remained heathen, to
avoid offences and civil commotion; yet, surely, where both
master and servant were Christian, as in the case before us,
they would have enforced the law of Christ, and required, that
the master should liberate his slave in the first instance. But,
instead of this, they let the relationship remain untouched, as
being lawful and right, and insist on the relative duties. 
In proving this subject justifiable by Scriptural authority, its
morality is also proved; for the Divine Law never sanctions
immoral actions.
The Christian golden rule, of doing to others, as we would they
should do to us, has been urged as an unanswerable argument
against holding slaves. But surely this rule is never to be urged
against that order of things, which the Divine government has
established; nor do our desires become a standard to us, under
this rule, unless they have a due regard to justice, propriety
and the general good.
A father may very naturally desire, that his son should be
obedient to his orders: Is he, therefore, to obey the orders of
his son? A man might be pleased to be exonerated from his debts
by the generosity of his creditors; or that his rich neighbour
should equally divide his property with him; and in certain
circumstances might desire these to be done: Would the mere
existence of this desire, oblige him to exonerate his debtors,
and to make such a division of his property? Consistency and
generosity, indeed, might require it of him, if he were in
circumstances which would justify the act of generosity; but,
otherwise, either action might be considered as the effect of
folly and extravagance.
If the holding of slaves is lawful, or according to the
Scriptures; then this Scriptural rule can be considered as
requiring no more of the master, in respect of justice (whatever
it may do in point of generosity) than what he, if a slave, could
consistently, wish to be done to himself, while the relationship
between master and servant should still be continued.
In this argument, the advocates for emancipation blend the ideas
of injustice and cruelty with those, which respect the existence
of slavery, and consider them as inseparable. But, surely, they
may be separated. A bond-servant may be treated with justice and
humanity as a servant; and a master may, in an important sense,
be the guardian and even father of his slaves.
They become a part of his family, (the whole, forming under him
a little community) and the care of ordering it and providing
for its welfare, devolves on him. The children, the aged, the
sick, the disabled, and the unruly, as well as those, who are
capable of service and orderly, are the objects of his care: The
labour of these, is applied to the benefit of those, and to their
own support, as well as that of the master. Thus, what is
effected, and often at a great public expense, in a free
community, by taxes, benevolent institutions, bettering houses,
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and penitentiaries, lies here on the master, to be performed by
him, whatever contingencies may happen; and often occasions much
expense, care and trouble, from which the servants are free.
Cruelty, is, certainly, inadmissible; but servitude may be
consistent with such degrees of happiness as men usually attain
in this imperfect state of things.
Some difficulties arise with respect to bringing a man, or class
of men, into a state of bondage. For crime, it is generally
agreed, a man may be deprived of his liberty. But, may he not
be divested of it by his own consent, directly, or indirectly
given: And, especially, when this assent, though indirect, is
connected with an attempt to take away the liberty, if not the
lives of others? The Jewish law favours the former idea: And if
the inquiry on the latter be taken in the affirmative, which
appears to be reasonable, it will establish a principle, by
which it will appear, that the Africans brought to America were,
slaves, by their own consent, before they came from their own
country, or fell into the hands of white men. Their law of
nations, or general usage, having, by common consent the force
of law, justified them, while carrying on their petty wars, in
killing their prisoners or reducing them to slavery;
consequently, in selling them, and these ends they appear to
have proposed to themselves; the nation, therefore, or
individual, which was overcome, reduced to slavery, and sold
would have done the same by the enemy, had victory declared on
their, or his side. Consequently, the man made slave in this
manner, might be said to be made so by his own consent, and by
the indulgence of barbarous principles.
That Christian nations have not done all they might, or should
have done, on a principle of Christian benevolence, for the
civilization and conversion of the Africans: that much cruelty
has been practised in the slave trade, as the benevolent
Wilberforce, and others have shown; that much tyranny has been
exercised by individuals, as masters over their slaves, and that
the religious interests of the latter have been too much
neglected by many cannot, will not be denied. But the fullest
proof of these facts, will not also prove, that the holding men
in subjection, as slaves, is a moral evil, and inconsistent with
Christianity. Magistrates, husbands, and fathers, have proved
tyrants. This does not prove, that magistracy, the husband’s
right to govern, and parental authority, are unlawful and
wicked. The individual who abuses his authority, and acts with
cruelty, must answer for it at the Divine tribunal; and civil
authority should interpose to prevent or punish it; but neither
civil nor ecclesiastical authority can consistently interfere
with the possession and legitimate exercise of a right given by
the Divine Law.
If the above representation of the Scriptural doctrine, and the
manner of obtaining slaves from Africa is just; and if also
purchasing them has been the means of saving human life, which
there is great reason to believe it has; then, however the slave
trade, in present circumstances, is justly censurable, yet might
motives of humanity and even piety have been originally brought
into operation in the purchase of slaves, when sold in the
circumstances we have described. If, also, by their own
confession, which has been made in manifold instances, their
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condition, when they have come into the hands of humane masters
here, has been greatly bettered by the change; if it is,
ordinarily, really better, as many assert, than that of
thousands of the poorer classes in countries reputed civilized
and free; and, if, in addition to all other considerations, the
translation from their native country to this has been the means
of their mental and religious improvement, and so of obtaining
salvation, as many of themselves have joyfully and thankfully
confessed——then may the just and humane master, who rules his
slaves and provides for them, according to Christian principles,
rest satisfied, that he is not, in holding them, chargeable with
moral evil, nor with acting, in this respect, contrary to the
genius of Christianity.——It appears to be equally clear, that
those, who by reasoning on abstract principles, are induced to
favour the scheme of general emancipation, and who ascribe their
sentiments to Christianity, should be particularly careful,
however benevolent their intentions may be, that they do not by
a perversion of the Scriptural doctrine, through their wrong
views of it, not only invade the domestic and religious peace
and rights of our Citizens, on this subject; but, also by an
intemperate zeal, prevent indirectly, the religious improvement
of the people they design, professedly, to benefit; and,
perhaps, become, evidently, the means of producing in our
country, scenes of anarchy and blood; and all this in a vain
attempt to bring about a state of things, which, if arrived at,
would not probably better the state of that people; which is
thought, by men of observation, to be generally true of the
Negroes in the Northern states, who have been liberated.
To pious minds it has given pain to hear men, respectable for
intelligence and morals, sometimes say, that holding slaves is
indeed indefensible, but that to us it is necessary, and must
be supported. On this principle, mere politicians, unmindful of
morals, may act. But surely, in a moral and religious view of
the subject, this principle is inadmissible. It cannot be said,
that theft, falsehood, adultery and murder, are become necessary
and must be supported. Yet there is reason to believe, that some
of honest and pious intentions have found their minds
embarrassed if not perverted on this subject, by this plausible
but unsound argument. From such embarrassment the view exhibited
above affords relief.
The Convention, Sir, are far from thinking that Christianity
fails to inspire the minds of its subjects with benevolent and
generous sentiments; or that liberty rightly understood, or
enjoyed, is a blessing of little moment. The contrary of these
positions they maintain. But they also consider benevolence as
consulting the truest and best interests of its objects; and
view the happiness of liberty as well as of religion, as
consisting not in the name or form, but in the reality. While
men remain in the chains of ignorance and error, and under the
domination of tyrant lusts and passions, they cannot be free.
And the more freedom of action they have in this state, they are
but the more qualified by it to do injury, both to themselves
and others. It is, therefore, firmly believed, that general
emancipation to the Negroes in this country, would not, in
present circumstances, be for their own happiness, as a body;
while it would be extremely injurious to the community at large
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in various ways: And, if so, then it is not required even by
benevolence. But acts of benevolence and generosity must be free
and voluntary; no man has a right to compel another to the
performance of them. This is a concern, which lies between a man
and his God. If a man has obtained slaves by purchase, or
inheritance, and the holding of them as such is justifiable by
the law of God; why should he be required to liberate them,
because it would be a generous action, rather than another on
the same principle, to release his debtors, or sell his lands
and houses, and distribute the proceeds among the poor? These
also would be generous actions: Are they, therefore, obligatory?
Or, if obligatory, in certain circumstances, as personal,
voluntary acts of piety and benevolence, has any man or body of
men, civil or ecclesiastic, a right to require them? Surely
those, who are advocates for compulsory, or strenuous measures
to bring about emancipation, should duly weigh this
consideration.
Should, however, a time arrive, when the Africans in our country
might be found qualified to enjoy freedom; and, when they might
obtain it in a manner consistent with the interest and peace of
the community at large, the Convention would be happy in seeing
them free: And so they would, in seeing the state of the poor,
the ignorant and the oppressed of every description, and of
every country meliorated; so that the reputed free might be free
indeed, and happy. But there seems to be just reason to conclude
that a considerable part of the human race, whether they bear
openly the character of slaves or are reputed freemen, will
continue in such circumstances, with mere shades of variation,
while the world continues. It is evident, that men are sinful
creatures, subject to affliction and to death, as the
consequences of their nature’s pollution and guilt: That they
are now in a state of probation; and that God as a Righteous,
All-wise Sovereign, not only disposes of them as he pleases, and
bestows upon them many unmerited blessings and comforts, but
subjects them also to privations, afflictions and trials, with
the merciful intention of making all their afflictions, as well
as their blessings, work finally for their good; if they embrace
his salvation, humble themselves before him, learn
righteousness, and submit to his holy will. To have them brought
to this happy state is the great object of Christian
benevolence, and of Christian piety; for this state is not only
connected with the truest happiness, which can be enjoyed at any
time, but is introductory to eternal life and blessedness in the
future world: And the salvation of men is intimately connected
with the glory of their God and Redeemer.
And here I am brought to a part of the general subject, which,
I confess to your Excellency, the Convention, from a sense of
their duty, as a body of men, to whom important concerns of
Religion are confided, have particularly at heart, and wish it
may be seriously considered by all our Citizens: This is the
religious interests of the Negroes. For though they are slaves,
they are also men; and are with ourselves accountable creatures;
having immortal souls, and being destined to future eternal
reward. Their religious interests claim a regard from their
masters of the most serious nature; and it is indispensible. Nor
can the community at large, in a right estimate of their duty
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and happiness, be indifferent on this subject. To the truly
benevolent it must be pleasing to know, that a number of masters,
as well as ministers and pious individuals, of various Christian
denominations among us, do conscientiously regard this duty; but
there is a great reason to believe, that it is neglected and
disregarded by many.
The Convention are particularly unhappy in considering, that an
idea of the BIBLE’s teaching the doctrine of emancipation as
necessary, and tending to make servants insubordinate to proper
authority, has obtained access to any mind; both on account of
its direct influence on those, who admit it; and the fear it
excites in others, producing the effects before noticed. But it
is hoped, it has been evinced, that the idea is an erroneous
one; and, that it will be seen, that the influence of a right
acquaintance with that Holy Book tends directly and powerfully,
by promoting the fear and love of God, together with just and
peaceful sentiments toward men, to produce one of the best
securities to the public, for the internal and domestic peace
of the State.
It is also a pleasing consideration, tending to confirm these
sentiments, that in the late projected scheme for producing an
insurrection among us, there were very few of those who were,
as members attached to regular Churches, (even within the sphere
of its operations) who appear to have taken a part in the wicked
plot, or indeed to whom it was made known; of some Churches it
does not appear, that there were any. It is true, that a
considerable number of those who were found guilty and executed,
laid claim to a religious character; yet several of these were
grossly immoral, and, in general, they were members of an
irregular body, which called itself the African Church, and had
intimate connection and intercourse with a similar body of men
in a Northern City, among whom the supposed right to
emancipation is strenuously advocated.
The result of this inquiry and reasoning, on the subject of
slavery, brings us, sir, if I mistake not, very regularly to the
following conclusions:——That the holding of slaves is
justifiable by the doctrine and example contained in Holy writ;
and is; therefore consistent with Christian uprightness, both
in sentiment and conduct. That all things considered, the
Citizens of America have in general obtained the African slaves,
which they possess, on principles, which can be justified;
though much cruelty has indeed been exercised towards them by
many, who have been concerned in the slave-trade, and by others
who have held them here, as slaves in their service; for which
the authors of this cruelty are accountable. That slavery, when
tempered with humanity and justice, is a state of tolerable
happiness; equal, if not superior, to that which many poor enjoy
in countries reputed free. That a master has a scriptural right
to govern his slaves so as to keep it in subjection; to demand
and receive from them a reasonable service; and to correct them
for the neglect of duty, for their vices and transgressions; but
that to impose on them unreasonable, rigorous services, or to
inflict on them cruel punishment, he has neither a scriptural
nor a moral right. At the same time it must be remembered, that,
while he is receiving from them their uniform and best services,
he is required by the Divine Law, to afford them protection, and
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such necessaries and conveniencies of life as are proper to
their condition as servants; so far as he is enabled by their
services to afford them these comforts, on just and rational
principles. That it is the positive duty of servants to
reverence their master, to be obedient, industrious, faithful
to him, and careful of his interests; and without being so, they
can neither be the faithful servants of God, nor be held as
regular members of the Christian Church. That as claims to
freedom as a right, when that right is forfeited, or has been
lost, in such a manner as has been represented, would be unjust;
and as all attempts to obtain it by violence and fraud would be
wicked; so all representations made to them by others, on such
censurable principles, or in a manner tending to make them
discontented; and finally, to produce such unhappy effects and
consequences, as been before noticed, cannot be friendly to them
(as they certainly are not to the community at large,) nor
consistent with righteousness: Nor can the conduct be justified,
however in some it may be palliated by pleading benevolence in
intention, as the motive. That masters having the disposal of
the persons, time and labour of their servants, and being the
heads of families, are bound, on principles of moral and
religious duty, to give these servants religious instruction;
or at least, to afford them opportunities, under proper
regulations to obtain it: And to grant religious privileges to
those, who desire them, and furnish proper evidence of their
sincerity and uprightness: Due care being at the same time
taken, that they receive their instructions from right sources,
and from their connexions, where they will not be in danger of
having their minds corrupted by sentiments unfriendly to the
domestic and civil peace of the community. That, where life,
comfort, safety and religious interest of so large a number of
human beings, as this class of persons is among us, are
concerned; and, where they must necessarily, as slaves, be so
much at the disposal of their masters; it appears to be a just
and necessary concern of the Government, not only to provide
laws to prevent or punish insurrections, and other violent and
villanous conduct among them (which are indeed necessary) but,
on the other hand, laws, also, to prevent their being oppressed
and injured by unreasonable, cruel masters, and others; and to
afford them, in respect of morality and religion, such
privileges as may comport with the peace and safety of the State,
and with those relative duties existing between masters and
servants, which the word of God enjoins. It is, also, believed
to be a just conclusion, that the interest and security of the
State would be promoted, by allowing, under proper regulations,
considerable religious privileges, to such of this class, as
know how to estimate them aright, and have given suitable
evidence of their own good principles, uprightness and fidelity;
by attaching them, from principles of gratitude and love, to the
interests of their masters and the State; and thus rendering
their fidelity firm and constant. While on the other hand, to
lay them under an interdict, as some have supposed necessary,
in a case where reason, conscience, the genius of Christianity
and salvation are concerned, on account of the bad conduct of
others, would be felt as oppressive, tend to sour and alienate
their minds from their masters and the public, and to make them
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vulnerable to temptation. All which is, with deference,
submitted to the consideration of your Excellency. 

With high respect, I remain, personally, and on behalf of the
Convention, 

    Sir, your very obedient and humble servant, 

    RICHARD FURMAN. 

    President of the Baptist State Convention. 

His Excellency GOVERNOR WILSON.

 December 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 26th of 12 M / Rode to Portsmouth in the Stage to attend 
the Monthly Meeting - D Buffum preached weightily in the first 
Meeting - In the last we had but little buisness & that little 
was transacted harmoniously
Dined at Uncle Stantons & lodged - next morning rode home in his 
Waggon. —

 December 27, Friday: Louis Pasteur was born in Dole in the Jura region of France, into the family of a poor 
tanner.

 December 28, Saturday: François-Auguste-René, vicomte de Chateaubriand rose to the office of Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. He would hold this position in the French government until 1824. 

 December 29, Sunday: Henry Nelson Coleridge (a son of Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s brother James) began 
the recording of his famous uncle’s table talk.

Gioachino Rossini was received by King George IV at Brighton Court.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 29th of 12 M Meetings well attended, & solid good Seasons 
- Silent except a short offering in the morning by one young in 
the Ministry —

 December 30, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 30 of 12 M / This is my Birth day, I am now 41 Years of 
age. - Thus the great Wheel of time goes on. — I feel it, 
sensibly feel it. —

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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William Rounseville Alger was born in Freetown, Massachusetts, the child of Nahum Alger and Catherine 
Sampson Rounseville Alger (possibly the birth was on the 28th rather than the 30th). This baby eventually 
would make itself the author of utterly unforgettable aphorisms, to be found now being quoted all over the 
internet:53

A crowd always thinks with its sympathy, never with its
reason.

— William Rounseville Alger

We give advice by the bucket but take it by the grain.
— William Rounseville Alger

Fate is the friend of the good, the guide of the wise,
the tyrant of the foolish, the enemy of the bad.

— William Rounseville Alger

The wealth of a soul is measured by how much it can feel;
its poverty by how little.

— William Rounseville Alger

 December 31, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 31st of 12 M / With this day we close this Year, which 
has been an eventful Year in many respects — I have rec’d many 
favours from the Divine Hand to be thankful for, & thro’ 
disobedience have much to repent of — My desires have been Strong 
this evening that my spirit may be quickened & my devotion to 
the right cause renew’d — Rec’d this Afternoon an interesting 
letter from my frd Moses Brown. —

53. Horatio Alger, Jr. is his more talented but much less widely known minister cousin.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: July 1, 2015

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

General Events of 1822
SPRING JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

SUMMER APRIL MAY JUNE

FALL JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

WINTER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

GO ON TO EVENTS OF 1823

Following the death of Jesus Christ there was a period
of readjustment that lasted for approximately one
million years. 

–Kurt Vonnegut, THE SIRENS OF TITAN

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
1 million, huh? Now, let’s see, we’re at 2015CE (AD2015, you guys), and if the person in question was born in about 6BCE, and executed at age 33, that would be about 27CE, which means we have about 9,980.3 centuries of readjusting ahead of us. —OK?
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