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Following the death of Jesus Christ there was a period
of readjustment that lasted for approximately one
million years. 

–Kurt Vonnegut, THE SIRENS OF TITAN
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1 million, huh? Now, let’s see, we’re at 2015CE (AD2015, you guys), and if the person in question was born in about 6BCE, and executed at age 33, that would be about 27CE, which means we have about 9,980.3 centuries of readjusting ahead of us. —OK?
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 Brister Freeman took financial responsibility for his grandson John, then three years old. Concord’s Overseer 
of the Poor paid him 50 cents for so doing. Freeman’s son Amos, John’s father, must have died or abandoned 
his family. The mother, Love Oliver Freeman, continued to live with her father-in-law and her young son on 
Brister’s Hill.

 THE RHODE-ISLAND ALMANACK FOR 1817. By Isaac Bickerstaff. Providence, Rhode Island: Hugh H. Brown.

 The final of 3 volumes of a revised critical edition of an old warhorse, ANTHOLOGIA GRAECA AD FIDEM 
CODICIS OLIM PALATINI NUNC PARISINI EX APOGRAPHO GOTHANO EDITA ..., prepared by Christian Friedrich 
Wilhelm Jacobs, appeared in Leipzig (the initial volume had appeared in 1813 and the 2d in 1814).

(My working assumption, for which I have no evidence, is that this is likely to have been the unknown edition 
consulted by Henry Thoreau, from which he would obtain Plutarch materials plus quotes from Crates of 
Thebes and Simonides’s “Epigram on Anacreon” that he would recycle in A WEEK.)
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ANTHOLOGIA GRAECA

A WEEK: Plutarch says that “Plato thinks the gods never gave men
music, the science of melody and harmony, for mere delectation or
to tickle the ear; but that the discordant parts of the
circulations and beauteous fabric of the soul, and that of it that
roves about the body, and many times, for want of tune and air,
breaks forth into many extravagances and excesses, might be
sweetly recalled and artfully wound up to their former consent
and agreement.”

PEOPLE OF
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PLUTARCH
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A WEEK: A book should contain pure discoveries, glimpses of terra
firma, though by shipwrecked mariners, and not the art of
navigation by those who have never been out of sight of land. They
must not yield wheat and potatoes, but must themselves be the
unconstrained and natural harvest of their author’s lives.

“What I have learned is mine; I’ve had my thought, 
And me the Muses noble truths have taught.” 

We do not learn much from learned books, but from true, sincere,
human books, from frank and honest biographies. The life of a good
man will hardly improve us more than the life of a freebooter,
for the inevitable laws appear as plainly in the infringement as
in the observance, and our lives are sustained by a nearly equal
expense of virtue of some kind.

CRATES OF THEBES

PEOPLE OF
A WEEK

A WEEK: Here was that “pleasant harbor” which we had sighed for,
where the weary voyageur could read the journal of some other
sailor, whose bark had ploughed, perchance, more famous and
classic seas. At the tables of the gods, after feasting follow
music and song; we will recline now under these island trees, and
for our minstrel call on

ANACREON. “Nor has he ceased his charming song, for still that lyre,
Though he is dead, sleeps not in Hades.”

— Simonides’ Epigram on Anacreon.

I lately met with an old volume from a London bookshop, containing
the Greek Minor Poets, and it was a pleasure to read once more
only the words, Orpheus, Linus, Musaeus, — those faint poetic
sounds and echoes of a name, dying away on the ears of us modern
men; and those hardly more substantial sounds, Mimnermus, Ibycus,
Alcaeus, Stesichorus, Menander. They lived not in vain. We can
converse with these bodiless fames without reserve or
personality.

SIMONIDES OF CEOS

ANACREON

PEOPLE OF
A WEEK
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 At about this point John Thoreau’s mortgage on his 8th share to the house at Number 57 in Prince Street in 
Boston was discharged.

The Thoreaus moved to Concord where David Henry would be born.

DUNBAR
FAMILY

HENRY’S
RELATIVES
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Thoreau recorded in 1855 at his mother Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau’s suggestion that David Henry Thoreau had 
been ...

 Born, July 12, 1817, in the Minott House, on the Virginia Road, where Father occupied Grandmother’s
thirds, carrying on the farm.

Thoreau continued in 1855:

 The Catherines the other half of the house. Bob Catherines and John threw up the turkeys. Lived there
about eight months. Si Merriam next neighbor. Uncle David died when I was six weeks old.

David Henry would be born on his grandmother’s farm, on the Bedford levels of Virginia Road 21/2 miles 
northeast of Concord, in sight of Walden Woods and not too far from the Concord River. This house was 
unpainted and gray, and the child was born in the easternmost of the upstairs chambers. The dooryard was 
unfenced and grassy, and led down to a brook. This was the home in which Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, little 
David Henry’s mother, had spent her own childhood, and another family, the Catherines, was renting one end 
of the house, and Thoreau remembered that Bob Catherines and his brother John Thoreau, Jr. had had some 
fun tossing their turkey hens up into the air to make them fly and flap and gobble — if you’ve never done this, 
you’ve really missed something.

The Minott house on the Virginia Road
THOREAU RESIDENCES

Whenever and wherever you see this little pencil icon in the pages of this Kouroo Contexture, it is marking an extract from the journal of Henry David Thoreau. OK?
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 Upon graduating from Harvard College, George Barrell Emerson became master of a private boys’ school that 
had been recently established in Lancaster, Massachusetts.

This year’s graduating class would become notorious for its abolitionist sympathies: this was the year in which 
the abolitionist poet John Pierpont graduated, as well as the Reverend Robert F. Wallcut (1797-1884).

NEW “HARVARD MEN”
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 James Walker was a member of the first class to be graduated from the new Harvard Divinity School, and 
became the minister of a “Harvard” church in Charlestown, which formed when the liberal faction seceded 
from 1st Church there (he would be the minister there for the following 21 years).

Andrew Bigelow also graduated from Harvard Divinity School in this initial year and, because of the wealth 
of his family and the excellence of his social connections, would travel to Edinburgh, Scotland.
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 Henry Ware, Jr. was ordained minister at the 2nd Church in Boston, a pulpit where Increase and Cotton Mather 
had preceded, and where Waldo Emerson would follow when the Reverend Ware would depart for his Harvard 
Divinity School professorship.

According to Dr. Edward Jarvis’s TRADITIONS AND REMINISCENCES OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 1779-1878, 
page 78:

 The new printing technology that John Walter II had introduced at The Times of London would enable the 
paper, by the end of the year, to be selling over 7,000 copies a day. The news reporter Thomas Barnes was 
made the paper’s editor.

“The modern man’s daily prayer is reading the daily 
newspaper.”

— G.W.F. Hegel

According to Leslie Perrin Wilson of the Concord Free Public Library, here are the Concord newspapers that 
Henry Thoreau may have perused from time to time:

1816-1821: The Middlesex Gazette

HARVARD COLLEGE

Dress, in all ways, was much thought of by young men. In college,
1817-1821, my brother Charles had a new hat every six months.
I had the same in my day, 1822-1826. The stove-pipe, cylindrical,
fur hats were always worn — stiff, heavy, uncomfortable and
sometimes painful to the head. Men who could afford it felt proud
of their ten-dollar beavers made of fur throughout. Others were
napped, but the body of felt was covered with fur. Boys in the
country wore wool hats which were also cylindrical, very stiff,
hard and uncomfortable. One singular use the boys sometimes made
of this headcovering — the hat had in it much glue, which by
exposure to the rain and air lost its strength, then the top fell
in and formed a dish or saucer. We found this convenient for a
drinking cup. [Since] it would hold water, we poured into it and
drank from the edge. Sometimes these wool hats, from long use and
exposure, assumed a conical shape — the top projecting above the
sides or cylindrical front.

Dr.Edward Jarvis, _Traditions and Reminiscences of Concord, Massachusetts 1779-1878_ (Edited by Sarah Chapin, introduction by Robert A.Gross. Amherst MA: U of Massachusetts P, 1993)
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1822-1823: The Middlesex Observer
1823-1826: The Concord Gazette and Middlesex Yeoman
1826-1840: The Yeoman’s Gazette
1840-1841: The Republican
1834-1847: The Concord Freeman
1851-1852: The Middlesex Freeman

Leslie points out that from 1852 to 1875, no newspapers were published in Concord itself –with the exception 
of a topical periodical, The Monitor, which surfaced briefly during 1862– and that the best source for the 
Concord local news of this period would therefore be obtained by consulting instead the gazettes being 
published in nearby Lowell. Here are some candidates:

March 1837-December 1862 (some gaps) Advertiser 

May 1849-December 1853 American (Tri-weekly) 

August 1854-June 1862 (some gaps) American Citizen 

January 1840-August 1840 American Wesleyan Observer 

July 1844-November 1845 The Awl – (Lynn Ma) 

September 1837-March 1838 (some gaps) Casket (Lowell) 

August 1824-June 1825 (some gaps) Chelmsford Courier 

September 1825-February 1826 (some gaps) Chelmsford Phoenix 

January 17, 1851 Christian Freeman Family Visiter 

January 1845-September 1845 Chronicle (Morning) 

1850-February 1906 Citizen 

April 1941-May 1941 Citizen Leader 

September 1840 Concord Freeman 

January 1824-July 1824 (some gaps) Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yoeman 

May 1832-February 1833 Compend (Lowell Weekly) 

July 1835-February 1906 (some gaps) Courier (Lowell) 

March 1850 The Day Star 

April 1831-November 1832 (some gaps) Evangelist (Lowell) 

February 1832-April 1833 The Experiment 

July 1860 The Gad-fly 

September 1847 Gazette (Lowell) 

April 1861 Gazette (The Lowell) 

November 1853-March 1853 (some gaps) Herald (The Morning) 

February 1781-October 1815 (some gaps) Independent Chronicle & 
The Universal Advertiser

March 1827-November 1866 (some gaps) Journal (Lowell) 

May 1825 The Ladies’ Literary Friend 
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May 1921-March 1941 Leader (Evening) 

1831-1861 Liberator (Boston) 

August 1962-December 1963 Liberator (Lowell) 

December 1843 Life In Lowell 

December 1840 Literary Repository 

1830-December 1835 (some gaps) Mercury (& Lowell Journal) 

November 1829-August 1830 Mercury Gazette (Lowell) 

March 1826-January 1827 (some gaps) Merrimack Journal 

June 1836 The Messenger 

August 1820-March 1822 (some gaps) Middlesex Gazette 

July 1844-March 1845 Middlesex Standard 

July 1845 Middlesex Telegraph 

June 1852-August 1852 (some gaps) Mirror (The Lowell) 

January-March 1841 New England Christian 

March 1915-March 1919 New England Greek Messenger 

November 1916-May 1920 News (Sunday) 

January 1832-October 1833 (some gaps) Observer (Lowell) 

December 1844-February 1845 (some gaps) The Operative 

July 1849-August 1850 Palmer’s Illustrated Life In Lowell 

November 1834-August 1845 Patriot (Lowell) 

November 1846-August 1849 (some gaps) Patriot And Republican (Lowell) 

September 1835 (some gaps) Philanthropist (Lowell) 

July 1845  Republican (Lowell)

March 1812-October 1812 (some gaps) Rutland Herald 

April 1861 Sentinel (The Lowell) 

September 1846 The Scourge 

September 1851-March 1852 (some gaps) The Spindle City 

January 1841-May 1846 (some gaps) Star Of Bethlehem 

September 1833-December 1833 (some gaps) The Times 
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During this year it was James Howe, hired from elsewhere, who was teaching Concord’s grammar students.

October 1855 True Whig (The Lowell) 

April 1857-May 1857 (some gaps) Trumpet (The Lowell) 

June 1842-December 1842 Trumpet & Universalist Magazine 

April 1858 Union (Weekly) 

April 1842-June 1842 (some gaps) Universalist Magazine 

May 1845-April 1848 (some gaps) Voice Of Industry 

January 1842-1890 (some gaps) Vox Populi 

March 1845-July 1845 (some gaps) Worcester County Gazette & Middlesex

April 1827-January 1828 (some gaps) Yoeman’s Gazette 

July 1840-March 1842 (some gaps) Zion Banner

1785 Nathaniel Bridge 9 months 1812 Isaac Warren 1 year

1786 JOSEPH HUNT 2½ years 1813 JOHN BROWN 1 year

1788 William A. Barron 3 years 1814 Oliver Patten 1 year

1791 Amos Bancroft 1 year 1815 Stevens Everett 9 months

1792 Heber Chase 1 year 1815 Silas Holman 3 months

1793 WILLIAM JONES 1 year 1816 George F. Farley 1 year

1794 Samuel Thatcher 1 year 1817 James Howe 1 year

1795 JAMES TEMPLE 2 years 1818 Samuel Barrett 1 year

1797 Thomas O. Selfridge 1 year 1819 BENJAMIN BARRETT 1 year

1798 THOMAS WHITING 4 years 1820 Abner Forbes 2 years

1802 Levi Frisbie 1 year 1822 Othniel Dinsmore 3 years

1803 Silas Warren 4 years 1825 James Furbish 1 year

1807 Wyman Richardson 1 year 1826 EDWARD JARVIS 1 year

1808 Ralph Sanger 1 year 1827 Horatio Wood 1 year

1809 Benjamin Willard 1 year 1828 David J. Merrill 1 year

1810 Elijah F. Paige 1 year 1829 John Graham 1 year

1811 Simeon Putnam 1 year 1831 John Brown
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Dr. Lemuel Shattuck noted that in Concord this year, there occurred the “least average age of death” of any 
year on record:1

Year.
Under

1
to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.
Aggre.

Am. Age.
Average

Age.

1779 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 2 4 1 0 12 578 48

1780 1 2 1 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 0 0 10 307 30

1781 3 1 0 1 0 2 0 1 1 2 1 3 15 721 48

1782 1 2 1 0 1 2 0 1 1 5 3 1 18 933 52

1783 5 2 1 0 4 2 3 1 2 3 1 0 24 811 34

1784 4 1 1 2 2 0 0 1 1 2 1 2 17 607 35

1785 2 0 1 0 3 2 2 3 2 2 0 0 17 672 39

1786 4 1 0 4 3 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 19 590 31

1787 2 2 0 0 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 0 12 416 35

1788 2 0 2 0 2 2 2 1 2 3 3 0 19 877 46

1789 3 1 0 1 2 3 0 1 1 4 1 0 17 694 41

1790 2 5 2 2 2 0 3 0 3 4 3 0 26 970 37

1791 3 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 3 3 3 0 17 841 49

1792 5 0 0 1 4 3 1 6 2 2 1 1 26 1021 39

1793 1 0 3 0 1 2 2 4 1 3 0 2 19 894 47

1794 1 1 1 0 4 3 0 1 5 1 3 1 21 1018 49

1795 0 2 0 4 3 4 1 1 2 2 2 0 21 824 39

1796 1 8 2 0 2 2 2 2 1 6 1 0 27 926 34

1797 3 1 1 1 2 1 4 1 1 3 3 0 21 893 43

1798 4 3 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 5 2 1 21 831 39

1799 0 1 0 1 4 0 2 3 4 4 1 0 20 1006 50

1800 3 7 0 0 0 4 1 2 1 4 2 1 25 926 37

1801 3 3 2 6 3 0 2 2 3 4 4 0 32 1197 37

1802 2 4 1 3 2 2 1 3 1 6 2 0 27 1067 39

1803 2 7 2 3 4 9 3 0 3 2 2 1 38 1194 31

1804 4 4 0 3 3 1 3 3 1 4 2 1 29 1037 39

1805 12 1 0 3 6 2 0 2 2 2 5 0 35 1132 32

1806 5 4 0 1 6 2 1 3 4 1 4 1 32 1201 39
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1. (Mortality was, at usual, hovering around the figure of 100%. :-)
In France, 1 in 31 arrives to the age of 70; in London 1 in 10; in Philadelphia, 1 in 15; and in Connecticut 1 in 8. In Salem, 1 
in 48 dies annually; in Philadelphia, 1 in 45; in Boston, 1 in 41; in London, 1 in 40; in Paris, 1 in 32; and in Vienna, 1 in 22. 
— See History of Dedham and American Quarterly Review, Vol. VIII. p. 396.
Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 

Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 

with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)

1807 7 1 0 2 6 2 3 1 3 4 2 1 32 1182 37

1808 1 5 1 0 0 1 3 2 4 0 2 0 19 722 38

1809 2 3 0 0 2 1 3 1 2 2 2 1 19 821 43

1810 5 1 1 3 3 4 4 3 6 4 3 1 38 1626 45

1811 1 2 2 0 4 1 1 2 4 2 2 0 21 881 42

1812 3 6 2 1 1 5 2 2 3 3 3 1 32 1131 36

1813 3 2 1 2 4 2 3 3 1 4 2 0 27 1094 40

1814 2 0 0 0 4 4 4 1 3 0 2 2 22 1012 46

1815 4 2 4 5 4 5 3 4 5 4 6 1 47 1910 41

1816 6 1 0 1 2 0 1 3 2 4 1 0 21 802 38

1817 2 4 2 2 4 0 5 1 1 0 0 0 21 495 28

1818 2 1 0 2 1 4 1 3 3 2 1 0 20 825 41

1819 2 2 1 4 0 3 3 4 2 4 1 1 27 1006 37

1820 2 3 0 0 2 3 2 5 0 5 6 0 28 1374 49

1821 3 5 0 2 0 1 3 3 2 10 4 0 33 1582 48

1822 2 10 1 3 5 2 2 3 2 4 2 2 38 1285 34

1823 5 3 1 1 2 1 3 3 2 1 3 1 26 970 37

1824 4 3 0 1 1 2 4 4 3 5 2 0 29 1244 43

1825 3 7 1 1 2 2 5 6 4 6 3 0 40 1645 41

1826 8 6 4 0 3 2 8 4 1 5 2 0 43 1367 32

1827 2 2 0 0 1 3 1 2 1 0 3 0 19 893 44

1828 4 4 0 0 0 1 3 1 2 5 1 2 23 1020 48

Year.
Under

1
to
5

to
10

to
20

to
30

to
40

to
50

to
60

to
70

to
80

to
90

to
100

Total.
Aggre.

Am. Age.
Average

Age.
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 During Henry Thoreau’s lifetime it would be discovered that there was a cycle to sunspot activity, the cycle 
beginning again about once a decade (actually, this has been averaging about 11 years).

 Colonel Nathaniel Rochester attended a session of the legislature at Albany to attempt to gain recognition for 
Monroe County. This year he was also made secretary of a convention meeting in Canandaigua to consider 
De Witt Clinton’s canal proposal.

Chief Erie Canal engineer Judge Benjamin Wright appointed David Stanhope Bates assistant engineer on the 
canal’s middle division. Work began. This gigantic canal project actually can be said to be coextensive with 
Henry Thoreau’s life, in that it started in 1817 and came to its far end in 1862. In this year John Jervis was 
promoted from axeman on the canal to rod-man, Nathan Roberts was made assistant engineer for the canal, 
and David Stanhope Bates was made Assistant Engineer, under Benjamin Wright, on the canal’s middle 
division. William C. Young, a rodman on two of the engineering and surveying parties, issued his 
REMINISCENCES OF SURVEYS OF THE ERIE CANAL IN 1816-1817.

 François André Michaux reported, in THE NORTH AMERICAN SYLVA, OR A DESCRIPTION OF THE FOREST 
TREES OF THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, AND NOVA SCOTIA ... TO WHICH IS ADDED A DESCRIPTION OF THE 
MOST USEFUL OF THE EUROPEAN FOREST TREES ... TR. FROM THE FRENCH BY F. ANDREW MICHAUX, that “In 
Canada, and in the District of Maine, the country people place large pieces of [the bark of the canoe birch B. 
papyracea] immediately below the shingles of the roof, to form a more impenetrable covering for their houses; 
baskets, boxes and portfolios are made of it, which are sometimes embroidered with silk of different colors; 
divided into very thin sheets, it forms a substitute for paper; and, placed between the soles of the shoes and in 
the crown of the hat, it is a defence against humidity. But the most important purpose to which it is applied, 
and one in which it is replaced by the bark of no other tree, is the construction of canoes. To procure proper 
pieces, the largest and smoothest trunks are selected: in the spring, two circular incisions are made several feet 

The Sunspot Cycle 1798-1894
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SUNSPOTS

The earth receives less radiation and is cooler when dark sunspots are at their minimum because the much larger (but less readily apparent) bright spots -faculae- associated with these dark spots are not so prevalent.

The earth receives more radiation and is warmer when the dark sunspots are at their maximum because these dark sunspots are associated with much larger bright spots. These bright spots (faculae) are, however, not so readily apparent.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

apart, and two longitudinal ones on opposite sides of the tree; after which, by introducing a wooden wedge, 
the bark is easily detached. These plates are usually ten or twelve feet long, and two feet nine inches broad. 
To form the canoe, they are stitched together with fibrous roots of the white spruce, about the size of a quill, 
which are deprived of the bark, split, and suppled in water. The seams are coated with resin of the Balm of 
Gilead. Great use is made of these canoes by the savages and by the French Canadians, in their long journeys 
into the interior of the country: they are very light, and are easily transported on the shoulders from one lake 
or river to another, which is called the portage. A canoe calculated for four persons with their baggage, weighs 
from forty to fifty pounds; some of them are made to carry fifteen passengers.”2

Henry Thoreau would record, from Michaux, that the tallest pine tree he had encountered in his travels had 
been 180 feet in height.

 During Henry Thoreau’s lifetime the increase rate of the white US population would be approximately 3% per 
annum, which would mean that the white population of North America like quadruple. There would be about 
four white people here at the time of his death for each one here at the time of his birth. (–And they say there’s 
no such thing as progress!) As of 1790 the center of the human population of the USA had been a little town 
just about a day’s travel inland from Baltimore. By the year 1820 this center of population would have 
relocated some 127 miles, as the result of a general westward expansion almost exactly along the 39th parallel, 
to an unimpressive glen the woods some 16 miles south of Woodstock VA: more than four miles per year. As 
of 1860 this center of population would lie 20 miles to the south of Chillicothe OH: about seven miles per year. 
(Nowadays, of course, we’ve all been coming from one or another center in Missouri.)

2. François André Michaux. THE NORTH AMERICAN SYLVA, OR A DESCRIPTION OF THE FOREST TREES, OF THE 
UNITED STATES, CANADA AND NOVA SCOTIA. CONSIDERED PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TO THEIR USE IN THE 
ARTS AND THEIR INTRODUCTION INTO COMMERCE; TO WHICH IS ADDED A DESCRIPTION OF THE MOST USEFUL OF 
THE EUROPEAN FOREST TREES ... TR. FROM THE FRENCH BY F. ANDREW MICHAUX. Philadelphia, 3 volumes, 1817

(This is an amended translation of his 1810-1813 HISTOIRE DES ARBRES FORESTIERS DE L’AMERIQUE 
SEPTENTRIONALE, and contains that work’s illustrations.)
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 Publication in London of the Reverend James Mill’s THE HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA,

from which Henry Thoreau would incautiously –but harmlessly– extrapolate Orientalizing materials about the 
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fakirs and yoga, something of which of course he had no direct knowledge:

This Orientalizing colonialist, the father of a lad named John Stuart Mill, would be granted a position with the 

PEOPLE OF
WALDEN

WALDEN: I have travelled a good deal in Concord; and every where,
in shops, and offices, and fields, the inhabitants have appeared
to me to be doing penance in a thousand remarkable ways. What I
have heard of Brahmins sitting exposed to four fires and looking
in the face of the sun; or hanging suspended, with their heads
downward, over flames; or looking at the heavens over their
shoulders “until it becomes impossible for them to resume their
natural position, while from the twist of the neck nothing but
liquids can pass into the stomach;” or dwelling, chained for life,
at the foot of a tree; or measuring with their bodies,
like caterpillars, the breadth of vast empires; or standing on
one leg on the tops of pillars, –even these forms of conscious
penance are hardly more incredible and astonishing than the
scenes which I daily witness. The twelve labors of Hercules were
trifling in comparison with those which my neighbors have
undertaken; for they were only twelve, and had an end; but I could
never see that these men slew or captured any monster or finished
any labor. They have no friend Iolas to burn with a hot iron the
root of the hydra’s head, but as soon as one head is crushed, two
spring up.

HERCULES

JAMES MILL

From Hartford CT 1824 version of _A VIEW OF THE HISTORY, LITERATURE AND MYTHOLOGY OF THE HINDOOS. Including a minute description of their Manners and Customs_ by W. Ward.  Vol. 1, 1818. Vol. 2, 1815, Serampore, printed at the Mission Press.
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East India Company and continue to write for newspapers and journals.

 Prideaux John Selby became deputy lieutenant of Northumberland.

 George Waddington was admitted a minor fellow of Trinity College of Cambridge University.

This image is of a sale that took place at the East India House during the 1808-1810 period.
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 A CIRCUMSTANTIAL NARRATIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA, EMBELLISHED WITH PLANS OF THE BATTLES 
OF THE MOSKWA AND MALO-JAROSLAVITS, CONTAINING A FAITHFUL DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTING AND 
INTERESTING SCENES OF WHICH THE AUTHOR WAS AN EYE-WITNESS. BY EUGÈNE LABAUME, CAPTAIN OF THE 
ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS; EX-OFFICER OF THE ORDNANCE OF PRINCE EUGENE; CHEVALIER OF THE 
LEGION OF HONOUR, AND OF THE IRON CROWN. AUTHOR OF AN ABRIDGED HISTORY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VENICE. TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. (Hartford: Published by Silas Andrus and by E. Peck & Co. 
Rochester, N.Y. Printed by Hamlen & Newton).

The 1st real roads in Russia were started when Tsar Alexander I began construction of the St. Petersburg-
Moscow Chaussee, the nation’s 1st hard-surface road. This would be finished in 1834, allowing travel by light 
cart from Moscow to St. Petersburg in merely 10 days of travel.

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

THE CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA
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 Henry Neele, age 19, published his ODES AND OTHER POEMS (on February 7, 1828 the poet would commit 
suicide by slitting his own throat):

To Despair.

I.
It was Despair,
He roll’d his large red eye around,
And laid his wither’d hand upon the lyre;
Then woke that strain so wildly terrible,
That Madness
Ceas’d for awhile her idiot grin, and Fear
Call’d Disappointment from his iron cell,
To pause and listen while his own pale cheek
Grew paler.

II.
It was Despair:
The man of dark imaginings,
Who sits sullen on some blasted heath,
Which the pale moon-beam saddens, not relieves;
There raving,
Fashioning shapes huge, strange, and horrible,
And starting wild, he points at vacancy,
And to the spirits of the night-blast tells
His sorrows.

III.
He asks not aid,
Nor does the big sigh heave his breast,
Nor does the sorrowful tear suffuse his eyes,
For sighs and tears bespeak a spirit worn,
Not withered;
Bended, not broken: they are like the rains
That bless the plains they deluge, when the flow’rs
E’en while they bend beneath their weight, are seen
Reviving.

IV.
There was a light,
That us’d to flit across his path,
Lonely, yet lovely, and it cheer’d his soul,
And he would cherish it, and call it Hope:
That vanish’d—
And he must wander now despairingly,
Where never taper lends its little ray,
Where never moon must soothe, and never sun
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Shall gladden.

V.
Despair is Death:
And though he come not in the storm
That blasts the roses, yet he lurks unseen,
Eating their core away, and o’er them sheds
His mildew:
While of such sad, sad change, the cause and cure
Alike unknown, we can but mourn the flow’rs
That look less beautiful and count the leaves
That wither.

VI.
Thou Sun of heaven!
Tho’ thou art cheerful, and he dull
As blackest night, Despair resembles thee;
Fierce as thou art, and lasting as thou seem’st,
His sorrows
Thy setting sees the same pale marble cheeks,
Thy rising radiance vainly strove to gild;
The same dull eye’s fix’d glare, the same wild steps,
Still wand’ring.

VII.
Yet he can smile
With seeming careless jollity,
And o’er the goblet gay will join the laugh,
And strive to play the courtier deftily.
But vainly—
The worm that fattens in the dead man’s socket,
Looks not less like the life that glitter’d there,
Than that faint smile, the heart-exulting mirth
It mimics.

VIII.
O saddest lot!
Thus barely doom’d to breathe and be,
To wander up and down this care-bound sphere,
And only know we live, because we feel
Life’s sorrows;
And only shrink from death because we fear
The grave itself may hold some dream like life,
And even that dark slumber may not be
Unbroken.
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 £9,750 was granted toward the establishment of Dalhousie College at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

John Wedderburn Halkett’s privately circulated and unsigned STATEMENT RESPECTING THE EARL OF 
SELKIRK’S SETTLEMENT OF KILDONAN, UPON THE RED RIVER, IN NORTH AMERICA; ITS DESTRUCTION IN THE 
YEARS 1815 AND 1816; AND THE MASSACRE OF GOVERNOR SEMPLE AND HIS PARTY (London), in which he 
placed the blame for the destruction of Selkirk’s colony on the North West Company and its agents. There 
would soon be an expanded version of this, STATEMENT RESPECTING THE EARL OF SELKIRK’S SETTLEMENT 
UPON THE RED RIVER ... WITH OBSERVATIONS UPON A RECENT PUBLICATION, ENTITLED “A NARRATIVE OF 
OCCURRENCES IN THE INDIAN COUNTRIES, &C.” (London, 1817; New York, 1818).3

3. The North West Company would quickly generate an unsigned rebuttal entitled A NARRATIVE OF OCCURRENCES IN THE INDIAN 
COUNTRIES OF NORTH AMERICA (the author of this is suspected to have been their employee Samuel Hull Wilcocke).

CANADA
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 Volume II of the Reverend William Kirby’s and William Spence, Esq.’s AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTOMOLOGY; 
OR ELEMENTS OF THE NATURAL HISTORY OF INSECTS. ILLUSTRATED WITH COLOURED PLATES (London: 
Printed for Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, Paternoster Row).

The Reverend made a trip to Paris accompanied by his wife Charlotte Rodwell Kirby.

 George Field’s CHROMATICS; OR, AN ESSAY ON THE ANALOGY AND HARMONY OF COLOURS used the three 
subtractive primary colors red, yellow, and blue to imagine a color harmony that could function in “aesthetic 
analogy” with the harmony scheme used in Western music. He imagined that it might be possible to create 
what he termed a “metrochrome” –a visual equivalent of the familiar musical metronome– to be made up, 
somehow, of three calibrated wedge-shaped glass vessels filled with red, yellow and blue liquids — just as 
soon as some inventive person could figure out how actually to accomplish this.4

 Charles Turner, Jr. served in the Massachusetts State House of Representatives.

 The Reverend John Foster determined to devote the remainder of his life to literature (over the years from 
1806 to 1839 he had been/would be providing a total of 184 articles to the Eclectic Review).

 Isaac C. D’Israeli’s and Maria Basevi D’Israeli’s children bore Jewish names (Sarah, Benjamin, Raphael, 
Jacobus) and the sons had been ritually circumcised. However, at this point due to an 8-year dispute with 
Synagogue Bevis Marks and upon the advice of a friend Sharon Turner, the family had itself baptized into the 
Church of England. Sarah would henceforward be known as “Sa,” Benjamin as Ben (or “Dizzy” while prime 
minister of England), Raphael as Ralph, and Jacobus as James or “Jem.”

4. Field was far from the 1st to attempt to relate colors of light with tones of music. Athanasius Kircher had been only the most 
recent of these theorists, when he had propounded that anything visible might also be rendered audible.

INTRODUCTION TO ENTOM...
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 While Kit Carson was eight years old, his father Lindsey Carson was killed while clearing land (a tree fell on 
him). Reduced to desperate poverty, Kit needed to work the family land in what would become Missouri and 
hunt to supply the family with food, and stopped going to school. The nearby settlement of Franklin would be 
developing into the jumping-off spot for the new Santa Fe Trail.

 Doctor John White Webster became a physician in the Azores Islands, where he would marry a daughter of 
the US consul. (At the end of her life, as a widow, sadder and wiser, she would return there.)

 The Carpenter family relocated from Exeter to Bristol in England while William Benjamin Carpenter was four 
years of age.

 Professor Augustin Pyramus de Candolle’s “MÉMOIRE SUR LA GÉOGRAPHIE DES PLANTES DE FRANCE, 
CONSIDERÉE DANS SES RAPPORTS AVEC LA HAUTEUR ABSOLUE” in the Mémoires de Physique et de Chimie de 
la Société d'Arcueil.

 Professor Augustin Pyramus de Candolle became the director of the botanical garden of Geneva, a position 
he would occupy until 1834. He became professor of natural history at the Academy of Geneva, a position he 
would occupy until 1835. From this year into 1821, the two volumes of Professor de Candolle’s REGNI 
VEGETABILIS SYSTEMA NATURALE.

 Charles Butler’s THE FRENCH CHURCH.

 Elijah Hinsdale Burritt needed to drop out of Williams College for the time being, in order to raise money for 
his education by working as a teacher at the Sanderson Academy in Ashfield, Massachusetts.

 Christian C.J. Bunsen became secretary to Barthold Georg Niebuhr as Niebuhr prepared to go to the papal 
court as Prussian envoy.

 Jean-Baptiste Say’s PETIT VOLUME CONTENANT QUELQUES APERÇUS DES HOMMES ET DE LA SOCIÉTÉ. In 
addition, a 3d edition of the TRAITÉ D’ÉCONOMIE POLITIQUE, OU SIMPLE EXPOSITION DE LA MANIÈRE DONT SE 
FORMENT, SE DISTRIBUENT, ET SE COMPOSENT LES RICHESSES.

 Professor Thomas Brown’s book of poems, BOWER OF SPRING.

 The Reverend Joseph Bosworth became vicar of Little Horwood in Buckinghamshire.

BOTANIZING

BOTANIZING

JEAN-BAPTISTE SAY
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 At the age of 19, James Pierson Beckwourth had completed his apprenticeship as a blacksmith. On three 
separate occasions his father Jennings Beckwith had “personally appeared in open court and acknowledged 
the execution of a Deed of Emancipation from him to James, a mulatto boy.”5

 Thomas Green Fessenden became the editor of the Bellows Falls, Vermont Advertiser.

The Hayes family of Dummerston and Brattleboro, Vermont moved to the Ohio frontier.

 Lewis Caleb Beck graduated from Union College. He would study medicine.

 Ebenezer Bailey graduated from Yale College. He would teach school while studying for the law, and then 
accept a job as a tutor in Virginia.

5. At some point the lad, who had no more difficulty with spelling than anyone else in the Wild West, would begin to spell his family 
name not as “Beckwith” but as “Beckwourth.” –We have no idea of the reason for this, except that it is very clear that Jim was the 
sort of guy who vastly enjoyed messing with other folk’s heads.
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 Henry Marie Brackenridge was appointed secretary of a mission to South America. He authored a pamphlet 
SOUTH AMERICA which put forward a policy similar to the Monroe Doctrine. During this year appeared his 
VIEWS OF LOUISIANA: CONTAINING GEOGRAPHICAL, STATISTICAL AND HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THAT VAST 
AND IMPORTANT PORTION OF AMERICA (Schaeffer & Maund), part of which would be a source for 
Washington Irving’s ASTORIA.

 Francis Jarvis was Concord’s deputy and representative to the Massachusetts General Court.

Noah Webster, Esq. served again as a member of the Massachusetts General Court.

In Concord, John Buttrick continued as Town Treasurer.

In Concord, Nathan Barrett was a Selectman.

In Concord, Isaac Lee continued as a Selectman.

At about this point, with Ephraim Merriam reaching his majority, he left the family farm in Concord to enter 
into “Stows & Merriam” (a business of butchering and candle-making) with his 2d cousins Nathan Stow and 
Cyrus Stow (during the winters, also, he would teach school in Acton).

Cyrus Hubbard had a house-raising. According to Dr. Edward Jarvis’s TRADITIONS AND REMINISCENCES OF 
CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 1779-1878, page 55:

I have been to only one [house] raising as a worker. That was
Cyrus Hubbard’s house in 1817, sixty-one years ago. I was then
fourteen years old, and was busy handing the pins to the men,
who drove them into their appropriate places. This cooperation
justified me and some other boys in eating of the bread and

Dr.Edward Jarvis, _Traditions and Reminiscences of Concord, Massachusetts 1779-1878_ (Edited by Sarah Chapin, introduction by Robert A.Gross. Amherst MA: U of Massachusetts P, 1993)
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cheese, which we did with a relish.

 Friend Joseph John Gurney joined his older sister, Friend Elizabeth Gurney Fry, in attempting to bring an end 
to capital punishment and improve the quality of life for prisoners.

This is the version of the famous image that appears on the new British 5-pound note.

Dr.Edward Jarvis, _Traditions and Reminiscences of Concord, Massachusetts 1779-1878_ (Edited by Sarah Chapin, introduction by Robert A.Gross. Amherst MA: U of Massachusetts P, 1993)
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 In Egypt, Giovanni Battista Belzoni made his first big scores in the looting of ancient graves.

He re-excavated the tombs of Pharaoh Ramses I (1,292 BCE-1,290 BCE) and of Pharaoh Seti I (1,290 BCE-
1279 BCE) in the Valley of the Kings (#16 and #17 respectively) for Henry Salt.

Giovanni’s first ethical principle seems to have been “Is it nailed down?” Difficulties were to arise, as might 
have been anticipated, over whether he was Salt’s partner or his employee.

The tomb of Pharaoh Ramses II, “Ramses the Great” (1,279 BCE-1,213 BCE), in the Valley of the Kings (#7), 
open in antiquity, had become almost completely filled with debris from at least ten major flooding events. 
In this year it was re-excavated by Henry Salt (1780-1827). In 1881 the mummy of the pharaoh would be 
located, in the tomb of Queen Ahmose-Inhapy at Dayr al Bahri, #320 in the Theban Necropolis.

 The first shoot-the-chute, a forerunner of the log flume ride, opened in Paris.
Hugues Felicité Robert de Lamennais denounced the atheistic meddling of secular (Bonapartist) authorities  
in the affairs of the Catholic Church, advocating the safeguarding of the absolute spiritual authority of the 
Catholic Church in France through a firm separation of church and state.

At the age of 23, Joseph-Héliodore-Sagesse-Vertu Garcin de Tassy arrived at Paris to learn oriental languages 
under M. Antoine Isaac, Baron Silvestre de Sacy.

 Judson Hutchinson was born. (Mary Leavitt Hutchinson and Jesse Hutchinson had 13 children of which Abby 
was the youngest, but we have concerned ourselves only with the four singers of the famous-family quartet: 
Judson, John, Asa, and Abby.)

DIGGING UP THE DEAD
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 In Boston, The Christian Disciple and the Theological Review, a magazine published from 1813 to 1823, 
printed an article on Rammohan Roy entitled “A Remarkable Hindoo Reformer (Raumohun Roy).” In this 
year or the following one, The North American Review would print William Tudor’s “Theology of the 
Hindoos as Taught by Ram Mohan Roy.”

 William Makepeace Thackeray stopped by St. Helena on his way from Calcutta to England. He was 6 years 
of age. Walking about the island with an Indian servant, he peeked at Napoléon Bonaparte. The servant warned 
that not only did Nappy eat three sheep a day but also little boys — when he could get his hands on them.

(It may or may not have been true that the former emperor liked little boys, but it is a matter of historical record 
that he really did enjoy the coffee grown on St. Helena. It was good stuff.)

In this year two editions appeared, of Michel Jacob Frédéric Lullin de Châteauvieux Guy De Lhérault’s 
MANUSCRIPT TRANSMITTED FROM ST. HELENA, BY AN UNKNOWN CHANNEL. TRANSLATED FROM THE 
FRENCH (London: John Murray, Albemarle Street). This made interesting reading for those who could suspend 
disbelief.

 From this point forward the Reverend Carl Adolph Agardh would be from time to time a representative in the 
clerical chamber of the Swedish Parliament.

ST. HELENA THE HISTORIC

BY AN UNKNOWN CHANNEL
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 Publication of the 3d and what would prove to be the final volume of MITHRIDATES, ODER ALLGEMEINE 
SPRACHENKUNDE MIT DEM VATER UNSER ALS SPRACHPROBE IN BEY NAHE FÜNFHUNDERT SPRACHEN UND 
MUNDARTEN, by Johann Christoph Adelung, Friedrich von Adelung, and Johann Severin Vater. In this work 
the authors were affirming the relation of Sanskrit with the major European languages. Thoreau would extract 
from this work on General Linguistics in 1855 into his Indian Notebook #9.6

 Mrs. Felicia Hemans’s MODERN GREECE (anonymous), a poem opposing George Gordon, Lord Byron on the 
topic of the Elgin Marbles. 

 William Blake’s watercolor, THE JUDGMENT OF PARIS.

 The New-York Stock and Exchange Board, which had begun more or less informally under a buttonwood tree 
on Wall Street on May 17, 1792, was at this point formally organized with written rules governing the conduct 
of business.

 Edward Everett was the first American to receive the PhD of a German university.
This was Göttingen, at which Alexander von Humboldt had studied.

Karl Theodor Christian Friedrich Follen was a primary organizer of the 1st Wartburgfest at the Schloss 
Wartburg near Eisenach, Germany. He did not himself attend the student festival, but was the author of 
political essays, poems, and patriotic songs espousing violence –up to and including tyrannicide– for the 
preservation of our freedoms.

 At this point Southerners began to pick up the derisive British term “Yankee,” by which these Brits meant any 
American colonial, and to apply this term specifically to New Englanders or generically to American white 
people who were not Southerners.

6. The original notebooks are held by the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York, as manuscripts #596 through #606. There are 
photocopies, made by Robert F. Sayre in the 1930s, in four boxes at the University of Iowa Libraries, accession number MsC 795. 
More recently, Bradley P. Dean, PhD and Paul Maher, Jr. have attempted to work over these materials.

WILLIAM BLAKE
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 Death of Francis Cabot Lowell, who in 1812 had been set up in business on the on the basis of English cotton-
spinning technology which he had stolen. His Boston Manufacturing Company had become so successful that 
it was returning to its funders 20% of their founding $400,000.00 investment capital per annum.

 In addition to Boston’s 7 public schools educating some 2,365 pupils, there were 162 private schools with 
a total enrollment of 4,132.
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 In A TREATISE ON THE UTILITY AND ADVANTAGES OF FENCING, British fencing master Henry Angelo 
described Chevalier de Sainte Georges, a mulatto, as the finest fencer in the world. “No man ever united so 
much suppleness with so much strength ... his attacks were a perpetual series of hits — his parade was so close 
that it was in vain to touch him.” Born on Guadaloupe in the Caribbean of a French father and an African 
mother, he had been raised in Paris and had become notorious for his stylish method of humiliating 
disagreeable fencing masters. (Other noted Afro-European fencers of the period included Soubise, who taught 
aristocratic women such as the Duchess of Queensberry to fence at Angelo’s salle in London, and Jean-Louis 
of Montpelier, who taught that “the foil should be held as one holds a little bird; not so as to crush it, but just 
tightly enough to prevent it escaping the hand.” Henry Angelo helped John Taylor persuade the British 
government to publish INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISES. Edwardian swordsman Alfred Hutton pointed out that 
the technique offered in this book differed “not much from that in vogue in the days of Good Queen Bess.”

 The Carlisle wrestling championships moved from the racetrack to Shearer’s Circus. The winner was the 280-
pound John McLaughlan of Dovenby, whose favorite technique involved lifting his opponents from the 
ground, spinning them around, then throwing them down. For McLaughlan, as with most British boxers and 
wrestlers –McLaughlan boxed the undercard during Tom Cribb’s matches with Tom Molyneaux– training 
consisted of wrestling on the village green, working as day laborers, and walking to meets. While the objective 
of most boxers was to obtain enough prizes to eventually become a successful inn-keeper or gentleman farmer, 
most of them would wind up in the poorhouse if not in a ditch.

 DeWitt Clinton was elected governor of New York State.

 The US Army placed an order at the factory of Maine inventor John Harris Hall, for breech-loading, machine-
made, .52 caliber flintlock carbines (he would manufacture them so crudely that they would foul badly and 
nevertheless the weapons would be put in service in 1819, in part because our ill-trained militiamen in a panic 
had a tendency to fire away their ramrods).

 Elisha Collier, a Boston gunsmith who had developed a flintlock revolver but found out that manufacturing 
techniques were not yet ready for this sort of delicate mechanism, moved to England in 1817 after having 
failed to manufacture a flintlock revolver that was affordable.

 After some four years of attending revivals and becoming religiously enthusiastic, and then backsliding into 
the “gay life” of Charleston, Sarah Moore Grimké formally converted from Episcopalianism to 
Presbyterianism.

 The Insurance Company of North America, founded on this side of the Atlantic Ocean in 1794, was forced to 
abandon entirely the idea of issuing life insurance. Such an idea as “life” insurance simply was not proving to 
be as impressive on this side of the pond as on the other.

 At the age of 14, after eight lonely years, Orestes Augustus Brownson was reunited with his mother and his 
twin and his older brothers and sister, and the entire family relocated to Ballston Spa, which is north of Albany 
in upstate New York. During his adolescence he would be exposed to various sectarians, atheists, and 
“nothingarians,” in the frenetic religious agitation of that region.
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 Roberts Vaux’s MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF A. BENEZET was published in Philadelphia.
ANTHONY BENEZET

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 Thomas Moore’s LALLA ROOKH.
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 John Trumbull was commissioned by the US Congress to paint four large pictures in the rotunda of the Capitol 
at Washington, from the smaller and more artistic originals of these scenes which he had painted in the 1780s 
and 1790s:

He would not have this series completed until 1824.

(The painting above, which he would paint in the 1817-1824 timeframe on a panel in the Rotunda, is 18 feet 
by 12 feet. The original which he had prepared during the late 18th Century from which he worked, which you 
can now view in Yale University’s Art Gallery, you will notice to be 20 inches by 30 inches. A boyhood injury 
to his left eye had rendered this artist virtually monocular, with the consequence that his small-scale work is 
noticeably superior to his large. His portrait of Rhode Island signer Stephen Hopkins is faked on the basis of 
a descendant who was said to bear a resemblance.)

• Washington Resigning His Commission
• Surrender of Cornwallis
• Surrender of Burgoyne
• Declaration of Independence
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 Thomas Benton and Charles Lucas, American lawyers, had it out with pistols. Although Lucas suffered a cut 
to the neck which bled copiously, preventing him from continuing, there needed to be a 2d encounter and this 
time he took a bullet near the heart. As he lay dying Lucas shook Benton’s hand and said that he forgave him.

Those who have paid attention to the O.J. Simpson trials will be interested in this. In England, Abraham 
Thornton, who stood accused of having raped and murdered Mary Ashford, was tried and, the verdict being 
not guilty, released. Mary’s family being duly informed by their attorney that an old law would allow for a 
trial by combat (the nomenclature used for this double jeopardy was “Appeal of Murder”) if her 10-year-old 
brother Henry Stout, Mary’s heir-at-law, would champion her and challenge Abraham Thornton to a fight. 
This law would for the last time in England be used as the 10-year-old, acting through his mother, sued out an 
appeal to trial by combat on July 15, 1818. This brought forward an ancient statute of Henry VII which 
prescribed that such an accused, found not guilty, would nevertheless be confined or held to bail until the 
period had lapsed in which an appeal to trial by combat could be completed. Interestingly, if the still accused 
and still imprisoned defendant Abraham Thornton were to be “found guilty” by God during this trial by 
combat with the boy Henry Stout, the only outcome would be that he must hang. There was no possibility of 
mercy or pardon by the King of England in such an appeal from a judicial decision in the King’s court, to trial 
by combat because such an appeal was considered to be a civil matter rather than a criminal action.

 After his bad experience of trying to pray aboard ship and being flogged with a rope end over the windlass, 
Cato Pearce had left the service of James Rhodes and hired out as a farm hand in Westerly, Rhode Island. At 
about this point he sought work aboard a sloop in nearby New London, Connecticut. The captain of the vessel, 
learning that most of Cato’s work experience was agricultural, got him into his small carriage and took him 
out to the plantation in Little Rest (now Kingston) of Representative Elisha Reynolds Potter, Senior, one of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations’s wealthiest plantation masters, who would soon be running for 
governor. He was hired by these Seventh Day Baptists and would have “a pretty good time with them,” except 
that they would be urging him to “keep the Seventh Day,” that is, to observe the Lord’s Day on a Saturday. 
Mistress Mary (Perkins? Mawney?) Potter, a lady from East Greenwich married to Elisha Reynolds Potter, 
Senior, encouraged any religious observance even if it was not on the 7th day of the week, and so Cato 
requested of her that he be allowed to keep the Sabbath on a 1st Day, at a Sunday church service three miles 
away. She said that she would permit this, conditional on his having done his chores. At this worship service, 
with a congregation that apparently was made up mostly of white people, he was asked to speak, and did so, 
and was well received. He then asked if he could preach again, at their next worship service, and this offer was 

DUELING

TRIAL BY COMBAT
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accepted.

Overjoyed, back at his duties at the farm, Cato informed Mistress Potter that he “had got meetin’ ’pointed to 
preach,” and she expressed her approval of this religiosity. That week he would go “into the woods to study 
what I should say, and sound it out there; and swing my hands.” Then, at the next Sunday worship, his 
preaching engagement was a resounding success, and he was asked to preach again. He used some farm wages 
to purchase white gloves, white stockings, and a breast pin, to improve his appearance while preaching, and 
Mistress Potter volunteered to tack some ruffles onto his white shirt. Elisha Reynolds Potter, Sr. himself drove 
Cato in a wagon to the service in Groton, Connecticut. However, when they arrived, some white men outside 
the meetinghouse did not recognize him as the expected preacher, and told him to go away. Managing to make 
his way into the building, he made contact with his waiting host, and his preaching was again a success.

Perhaps at this point Cato was overwhelmed, for he did not preach again for awhile. Then, one day, Mistress 
Potter, being aware that there was a service planned at her father’s house in East Greenwich, sent him on an 
errand there. Arriving, he was invited by the worshipers to say a few words, and did so. However, he did not 
feel called to continue this preaching, so he went to pray by himself to the Lord.

At this point, as Cato describes in detail, he was visited by the Lord and suddenly found himself able to read 
the Bible even though he was illiterate. The Lord had forgiven his sins.

I felt so happy I shouted; I couldn’t lay a-bed; and I got up
and told Mrs. Potter, and she got up and called the folks; and
we had a wonderful time. I felt so happy in the mornin’ I
couldn’t work that day; and I went round and told the neighbors
— and in the evening we had a meetin’, and had a wonderful time.
Then we had meetin’s every night; and the Lord was with us and
begun a good work, and many souls were converted to God.
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Cato determined that he needed to be baptized, but could not decide which church to join. At this point his 
work on the Potter plantation ended and he sought work in Windham County, Connecticut, near the Rhode 
Island border. One time, at Killingly, his employer and other whites took him to a Congregational 
meetinghouse for a Sunday service, so that he could try it out and see if it was congenial to him. His white 
employer ushered him to the separate box for black attendees, but this was so far away from the pulpit that he 
found he could hardly hear the preacher, who was in any event preaching not spontaneously from the spirit, 
but from written notes. He was offended at this segregated seating and referred to it as the “nigger pews.”

Above, “The Negro Pew, or ‘Free’ Seats for black Christians,” in the AMERICAN

ANTI-SLAVERY ALMANAC FOR 1840 (New-York, 1840). In the North in the 1st
part of the 19th Century, in Protestant churches, African-Americans were often 
relegated to segregated, inferior seating (unlike Catholic churches, where they 
were not even permitted inside the building).

Finally, Cato got himself baptized by the Chestnut Hill Baptist Church in Killingly, Connecticut. He preached 
“both nights and Sundays” at various meetings in the area, including several at his white employer’s house. 
In the spring, however, he had to stop his preaching and obtain new employment.
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 William Wirt published his inventive SKETCHES OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF PATRICK HENRY, which he 
based upon approximately nothing having any reliability. He became the US Attorney General. He would 
argue 174 cases before the US Supreme Court, including acting as a prosecutor during the trial of Aaron Burr 
for treason.

 Bulk production began, from opium, of a substance termed “morphium” because it seemed to induce sleep 
(the considerably more toxic substance developed by the Bayer Company, “heroin,” would not be produced 
from opium until 1874).
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 William Maclure (1763-1840), Charles-Alexandre Lesueur (1778-1846), Gerard Troost (1776-1850), and 
Thomas Say went on a research expedition into northern Florida.

 Caleb Bingham died.

 Walter Scott’s HAROLD THE DAUNTLESS.

 In Waltham MA, the First Fire Engine Company was organized.

This oil portrait of Thomas Say in uniform is by Charles Wilson Peale and is at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
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 Joshua Coffin graduated from Dartmouth College. He would become a teacher.

When I was fourteen years old my first school-master, Joshua
Coffin, the able, eccentric historian of Newbury, brought with
him to our house a volume of Burns’ poems, from which he read,
greatly to my delight. I begged him to leave the book with me;
and set myself at once to the task of mastering the glossary of
the Scottish dialect at its close. This was about the first
poetry I had ever read, (with the exception of that of the Bible,
of which I had been a close student,) and it had a lasting
influence upon me I began to make rhymes myself, and to imagine
stories and adventures. —Friend John Greenleaf Whittier

Let me, in closing, pay something of the debt I have owed from
boyhood, by expressing a sentiment in which I trust every son
of the ancient town will unite: Joshua Coffin, historian of
Newbury, teacher, scholar, and antiquarian, and one of the
earliest advocates of slave emancipation. May his memory be kept
green, to use the words of Judge Sewall, “so long as Plum island
keeps its post and a sturgeon leaps in Merrimac River.” —Friend
John Greenleaf Whittier

 The works of the Reverend Joseph Priestley were published, inclusive of his A COMPARISON OF THE 
INSTITUTIONS OF MOSES WITH THOSE OF THE HINDOOS which had been one of the 1st studies in comparative 
religion to appear in the United States. Summarizing, Priestley found differences much more intriguing than 
similarities.

This was in his brief autobiography.

This is from a letter.
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 Friend Luke Howard delivered a series of lectures on meteorology (in 1837, SEVEN LECTURES IN 
METEOROLOGY would become the 1st textbook on the weather).

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s essay “Wolkengestalt nach Howard” (“Cloud-shapes according to Howard”) 
appeared in ZUR NATURWISSENSCHAFT ÜBERHAUPT, along with Goethe’s poetic fragments honoring Friend 
Luke.

Atmosphäre/Howards Ehrengedächtnis7

Wenn Gottheit Camarupa, hoch und hehr,
Durch Lüfte schwankend wandelt leicht und schwer,
Des Schleiers Falten sammelt, sie zerstreut,
Am Wechsel der Gestalten sich erfreut,
Jetzt starr sich hält, dann schwindet wie ein Traum,
Da staunen wir und traun dem Auge kaum;

Nun regt sich kühn des eignen Bildens Kraft,
Die Unbestimmtes zu Bestimmtem schafft;
Da droht ein Leu, dort wogt ein Elefant,
Kameles Hals, zum Drachen umgewandt,
Ein Heer zieht an, doch triumphiert es nicht,
Da es die Macht am steilen Felsen bricht;
Der treuste Wolkenbote selbst zerstiebt,
Eh er die Fern erreicht, wohin man liebt.

Er aber, Howard, gibt mit reinem Sinn
Uns neuer Lehre herrlichsten Gewinn.
Was sich nicht halten, nicht erreichen läßt,
Er faßt es an, er hält zuerst es fest;
Bestimmt das Unbestimmte, schränkt es ein,
Benennt es treffend! — Sei die Ehre dein! —
Wie Streife steigt, sich ballt, zerflattert, fällt,
Erinnre dankbar deiner sich die Welt.

7. Goethe: Gedichte (Ausgabe letzter Hand. 1827), S. 746.

Friend Luke Howard, by John Opie
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 A poorhouse was erected on the estate of Josiah Whittemore in what is now Arlington.

 There was a 5th edition of LYRICAL BALLADS. In this edition, at last, Samuel Taylor Coleridge was able to 
obtain credit for his “The Ancient Mariner” and “The Nightingale” and other of his poems, alongside his 
friend William Wordsworth.

(Dorothy Wordsworth, however, being merely a female and merely a sister, of course would remain entirely 
unacknowledged.)

Wordsworth’s Poems, in Chronological Sequence
• Ode to Lycoris. May 1817 
• To the Same 
• The Longest Day. Addressed to my Daughter 
• Hint from the Mountains for certain Political Pretenders 
• The Pass of Kirkstone 
• Lament of Mary Queen of Scots, on the Eve of a New Year 
• Sequel to the “Beggars,” 1802. Composed many years after 
• The Pilgrim’s Dream; or, The Star and the Glow-worm 
• Inscriptions supposed to be found in and near a Hermit’s Cell 
• Hopes what are they? — Beads of morning Inscribed upon a Rock 
• Pause, Traveller! whosoe’er thou be. 
• Hast thou seen, with flash incessant. 
• Troubled long with warring notions. 
• Not seldom, clad in radiant vest. 
• Composed upon an Evening of extraordinary Splendour and Beauty 
• Composed during a Storm 
• Pure element of waters! wheresoe’er. 
• Malham Cove 
• Gordale 
• Aerial Rock — whose solitary brow 
• The Wild Duck’s Nest 
• Written upon a Blank Leaf in “The Complete Angler” 
• Captivity — Mary Queen of Scots 
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• To a Snowdrop 
• On seeing a tuft of Snowdrops in a Storm 
• Composed in one of the Valleys of Westmoreland, on Easter Sunday 
• Grief, thou hast lost an ever-ready friend 
• I watch, and long have watched, with calm regret 
• I heard (alas! ’twas only in a dream) 
• The Haunted Tree. To ———

 In this year appeared the 1st edition of Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s two-volume BIOGRAPHIA LITERARIA, OR 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF MY LITERARY LIFE AND OPINIONS, his SIBYLLINE LEAVES, his 2d LAY 
SERMON, and his ZAPOLYA.

“Dejection: An Ode,” which had been originally published in 1802, was republished. The poet had described 
this condition of the soul as “grief without a pang” that “finds no outlet, no relief, / In word, or sigh, or tear.”

Thomas De Quincey got married with Margaret Simpson.

William Blackwood founded and began to edit Blackwood’s Magazine, with John Wilson, J.G. Lockhart, and 
James Hogg the “Ettrick Shepherd” as major contributors.

 Alexander Chalmers’s THE BRITISH ESSAYISTS: WITH PREFACES HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL, in 45 
volumes.

 Mary Moody Emerson confided to her private Almanack that she was not without ambition for her life to 
make an impact upon the world: “I want influence — agency — ... offer my every sense & faculty to God ... 
waiting for His sending for me.” 

Says her biographer Phyllis Cole:

Mary deflected personal ambition onto protégés of both sexes....
Through correspondence with her nephew Waldo ... Mary became a
direct source of Transcendentalism. Just as William Wordsworth
wrote some of the founding texts of British Romanticism through
silent partnership with his diary-writing sister Dorothy, so
Ralph Waldo Emerson appropriated and assimilated his aunt’s
language from youth through old age. Mary’s authority surpassed
Dorothy Wordsworth’s, though, because she held generational
priority and actively served as her kinsman’s mentor.

HOLOGRAPHIC IMAGES

WALDO EMERSON
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 Benjamin West’s “Death on a Pale Horse.”

 George Combe’s initial essay on phrenology appeared in The Scots Magazine, and shortly afterward he 
offered a series of papers on phrenology in the Literary and Statistical Magazine. His younger brother Andrew 
Combe, having served an apprenticeship in a surgery, passed at Surgeon’s Hall and went to Paris to complete 
his medical studies.
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 From this year into 1820, the three volumes of Dr. Jacob Bigelow’s AMERICAN MEDICAL BOTANY, 1817-
1821, BEING A COLLECTION OF THE NATIVE MEDICINAL PLANTS OF THE UNITED STATES, CONTAINING THEIR 
BOTANICAL HISTORY AND CHEMICAL ANALYSIS, PROPERTIES AND USES... would be being published in Boston 
by Cummings & Hilliard, at the Boston bookstore, no. 1 Cornhill. University press.... Hilliard and Metcalf, 
1817-1820:

Thoreau would check these volumes out of the Harvard Library on April 30, 1851 and copy materials into his 
Indian Notebook #4.8 He would refer to this work in his journal on May 29, 1851, June 6, 1851, and June 14, 
1851.

[ALERT: This is obsolete science. Nobody should self-medicate on the basis of such 1817 plant knowledge. 
If you poison yourself do me the favor of leaving a note: “It’s not Austin’s fault.”]

8. The original notebooks are held by the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York, as manuscripts #596 through #606. There are 
photocopies, made by Robert F. Sayre in the 1930s, in four boxes at the University of Iowa Libraries, accession number MsC 795. 
More recently, Bradley P. Dean, PhD and Paul Maher, Jr. have attempted to work over these materials.

BOTANIZING

AM. MED. BOTANY, I
AM. MED. BOTANY, II

AM. MED. BOTANY, IIIA

AM. MED. BOTANY, IIIB
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 Amos Eaton’s A MANUAL OF BOTANY FOR THE NORTHERN STATES (this work would appear, over time, in 8 
editions, and it would be the 5th edition, published in 1829, that would be available to Henry Thoreau in the 
library of Waldo Emerson). The author began lecturing through New England and the Hudson Valley.

 William Jackson Hooker’s description of the PLANTAE CRYPTOGAMICAE of Alexander von Humboldt and Aimé 
Bonpland. From this year into 1828, his new edition of William Curtis’s FLORA LONDINENSIS for which he 
provided the plant descriptions.

John Bradbury returned to England to prepare to publish at his own expense his TRAVELS IN THE INTERIOR OF 
AMERICA, 1809, 1810, & 1811; INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF UPPER LOUISIANA..., after which he would bring 
his family with him to America and become Director of the Botanic Garden at St. Louis. Thomas Nuttall 
received credit for the introduction of a number of species which, almost certainly, were also introduced by 
the neglected Bradbury: Oenothera missouriensis, Ribes aureumand, Shepherdia argentea. Nuttall’s plants 
included Camassia fraseri, Lepachys (Rudbeckia) columnaris, Mentzelia decapetala, Oenothera caepitosa, 
Oenothera nuttalli, and Penstemon glaber.

 Henry C. Wright went back to school for four months, embarrassed at being “a man” among the schoolboys 
(he was 5' 10'' with light blue eyes and dark hair), and then after attempting the hatting trade and failing, 
resolving to make of himself a minister, he moved into a reverend’s home — to attend him at his duties. The 
clergyman of choice was the Reverend Henry Chapman, a Yale College grad who was serving the town of 
Hartwick.

AMOS EATON’S BOTANY

BOTANIZING

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/29/1829_AmosEatonBOTANY.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 William Hazlitt’s THE CHARACTERS OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS, and his THE ROUND TABLE: A COLLECTION 
OF ESSAYS ON LITERATURE, MEN AND MANNERS.

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAYS

THE ROUND TABLE

http://books.google.com/books?id=Ft0pAAAAYAAJ&source=gbs_navlinks_s
http://books.google.com/books?id=Pqw_AAAAYAAJ&source=gbs_navlinks_s
Volume I of this _The Round Table_ does not appear to have been scanned by Google Books. Sorry.
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 In this year Robert Salmon painted the packet ship United States:

(Well, actually he didn’t paint the ship, what he painted was this picture of the ship.)
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 In FLORULA LUDOVICIANA, Samuel Constantine Rafinesque translated and abbreviated the appendix on the 
flora of Louisiana which originally had appeared in the 1807 edition of Claude Robin’s VOYAGES DANS 
L’INTERIEUR DE LA LOUISIANE, LE FLORIDE OCCIDENTALE, ET DANS LES ILES DE LA MARTINIQUE ET DE SAINT-
DOMINGUE, PENDANT LES ANNÉES 1802-6, reducing material which had required 225 pages in an octavo format 
to 128 pages in a duodecimo format. He added a list of native Louisiana plants omitted by Robin.

 Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s HISTORY OF A SIX WEEKS TOUR.

 William Godwin’s novel MANDEVILLE, A TALE OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY IN ENGLAND (3 volumes, 
Edinburgh, A. Constable; London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme & Brown).

 Clothing of a bright shade of red termed “carmine,” and of a bright shade of green termed “Forester’s green” 
or “American green” became popular. There was also a new shade termed “Nicholas blue.” A long loose cloak 
termed the “Carrick” became fashionable, and a sandal termed the “Roman” sandal, and gloves of a material 
termed “washing leather.” A new style of hoop skirt was introduced at the English court. Court fashions, 
however, seem at that time to have been disconnected from general fashions, as there is no mention of hoop 
apparatuses underneath the gowns worn at evening balls.

 Alois Senefelder’s THE INVENTION OF LITHOGRAPHY.

HISTORY OF 
THE PRESS
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 John Keats’s POEMS.

 This was a period of transition from “midwifery” to babies being delivered by male doctors. The transition 
had begun in the 1760s and would be completed in the North by 1840. Note that it was not possible for the 
male doctor to view the mother’s genitalia, and the delivery was assisted by sense of touch alone. In this year 
Princess Charlotte (the only child of the Prince Regent) died, from complications arising from a stillbirth. 
(It would be interesting to know whether the Thoreau family, in particular, followed the old practice or the 
new.)

 From this year into 1819, the last Maratha War. Maratha would be defeated, and then the British would rule 
all India except for the Punjab, and Sind, and Kashmir.

 The Maryland Economical Association was organized at Baltimore.

 Rembrandt Peale opened his Baltimore, Maryland museum, illuminated by a “magic ring” of 100 individual 
flames which could all be expanded or contracted by the manipulation of one valve. Some people came to see 
the exhibits, and some came just to see this brave new lighting scheme, which was being heavily advertised.

The City of London Gas-Light and Coke Company. London’s Drury Lane and Covent Garden theaters began 
to be lit by coal-gas, with the jets bare. To give an idea of the size of some theater gas installations: the very 
large Paris Opera House would contain some 28 miles of gas pipe and have 960 burners, while the Royal 
Theatre in Stockholm would light its stage with 66 footlights and 72 wing lights and would have between its 
scenic borders 8 clusters containing 44 burners each. There was of course an ever-present fire hazard — 
several ballerinas would catch their tutus on fire and die of burns, and theatre fires sometimes had tragic results 
for audiences.

FIRE
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 In London, there were eight water companies vying to provide private homes with their potable water. In the 
most lucrative districts, multiple water lines ran down the same streets, while in less well-to-do areas, there 
were no water lines at all. The battle for profits having led to price competition, in this year the companies 
colluded to divide the municipality into districts, eliminate competition, and thus jack the prices back up.

 In London, the opening of the Waterloo Bridge for traffic.

 England issued a gold coin, worth a pound sterling, which (money talks) immodestly denominated itself the 
Sovereign. There were riots in Derbyshire against low wages. The “March of the Blanketeers” from 
Manchester to London was halted at Stockport. An attempt was made on the life of the Prince Regent after the 
opening of Parliament. Major English common areas destroyed by enclosure, that is, through their 
transformation into productive acreage held in private hands by the landed aristocracy:

 Ordination of the Reverend Charles Wolfe and publication of his “The Burial of Sir John Moore at Corunna,” 
commemorating the death of the commander of the British forces engaged in the Peninsular War during a 
battle against the French near La Coruña, Spain on January 16, 1809  (the composition date of this 
elegy is unknown):

Not a drum was heard, nor a funeral note,
  As his corse to the rampart we hurried;
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot
  O’er the grave where our hero we buried.

Improvements and Removements:
1777 Enfield Chase

1815 Exmoor Forest

1817 Windsor Forest

1851 Hainault Forest

LONDON

The standing figure is "Londinia" herself, and in the background are St Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London.
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We buried him darkly at dead of night,
  The sods with our bayonets turning;
By the struggling moonbeam’s misty light
  And the lantern dimly burning.

No useless coffin enclosed his breast,
  Nor in sheet nor in shroud we wound him;
But he lay like a warrior taking his rest
  With his martial cloak around him.

Few and short were the prayers we said,
  And we spoke not a word of sorrow;
But we steadfastly gazed on the face that was dead,
  And we bitterly thought of the morrow.

We thought, as we hollowed his narrow bed
  And smoothed down his lonely pillow,
That the foe and the stranger would tread o’er his head,
  And we far away on the billow!

Lightly they’ll talk of the spirit that’s gone
  And o’er his cold ashes upbraid him,—
But little he’ll reck, if they let him sleep on
  In the grave where a Briton has laid him.

But half of our heavy task was done
  When the clock struck the hour for retiring:
And we heard the distant and random gun
  That the foe was sullenly firing.

Slowly and sadly we laid him down,
  From the field of his fame fresh and gory;
We carved not a line, and we raised not a stone,
  But left him alone with his glory.

 Salmon Portland Chase’s father Ithmar Chase died when Salmon was nine years old, leaving his mother Janet 
Ralston Chase a widow with only a small amount of property and a total of ten kiddies to rear. At some point 
the lad’s uncle, the Reverend Philander Chase, an Episcopal Bishop, would take him in at his farm in Ohio. 
Chase would be studying Greek at his uncle’s school at Worthington, near Columbus, while working on this 
farm.

A company of Germans known as Separatists landed and settled at Zoar in Tuscarora county, Ohio. They had 
purchased the land uncleared, and in 1819 would form themselves into a community. In 1832 they would adopt 
a constitution and be incorporated by the legislature. There would be about three hundred such Separatists.

The 1st abolitionist newspaper, The Philanthropist, was published in Mt. Pleasant, Ohio.

 The legislature of New York passed an act for the abolition of slavery in the state. This was ordered to take 
effect as of July 4, 1827. The lawgivers also passed an act abolishing imprisonment for debts under $25.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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 The Cuban tobacco monopoly, known as the “Factoria,” was abolished. A new census documented the growth 
of the population of Cuba: 552,000 inhabitants of whom 239,000 were white, and 331,000 not.

 Captain Archibald Robbins’s narrative of his shipwreck and subsequent slavery underscored the fact that even 
white Americans might be enslaved.

 The weaving of cotton cloth on power looms began at this point in North Providence, Rhode Island.

Roberts developed a fly-frame, an invention important to the development of the cloth industry. Because this 
development would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would 
have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in 
terms of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”9 This
fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of inventions
that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and 1830,
including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and Cartwright’s
epoch-making contrivances.10 The effect which these inventions
had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best illustrated by
the fact that in England, the chief cotton market of the world,
the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from 13,000 bales
in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830, and to 3,366,000
in 1860.11 Very early, therefore, came the query whence the
supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative experiments on the

9. Beer, GESCHICHTE DES WELTHANDELS IM 19TEN JAHRHUNDERT, II. 67.
10. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; ENCYCLOPÆDIA BRITANNICA, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
11. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.

RACE SLAVERY

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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rich, broad fields of the Southern United States, together with
the indispensable invention of Whitney’s cotton-gin, soon
answered this question: a new economic future was opened up to
this land, and immediately the whole South began to extend its
cotton culture, and more and more to throw its whole energy into
this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.12 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.13

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation.
The zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton

12. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
13. From United States census reports.
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threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which
failed in the war of 1861-1865.14

 Death, in about her 2d year of life, of Lucy Audubon, daughter of John James Audubon and Lucy Bakewell 
Audubon.

14. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.

A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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 Georges Cuvier’s LE RÈGNE ANIMAL DISTRIBUEÉ D’APRÈS SON ORGANIZATION (THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 
DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO ITS ORGANIZATION).

ANIMAL KINGDOM, I
ANIMAL KINGDOM, II
ANIMAL KINGDOM, III
ANIMAL KINGDOM, IV
THE SCIENCE OF 1817

Arbitrarily, the links here lead to the 1831 English edition because that is what has been made available electronically. I do not know what edition Thoreau consulted in 1851.

https://archive.org/stream/animalkingdomarr11831cuvi#page/n13/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/animalkingdomarr21831cuvi#page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/animalkingdomarr31831cuvi#page/n7/mode/2up
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CAPE COD: It has been a constant traveller’s tale and perhaps
slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have
repeated it, that this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses,
or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Œlian and Pliny, but in the
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a
voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three hundred and twenty
six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a
portion of the intermediate coast, whom he called Ichthyophagi or
Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded
in a whale’s vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave
them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and
several modern travellers, - Braybosa, Niebuhr, and others make
the same report. Therefore in balancing the evidence I am still
in doubt about the Provincetown cows. As for other domestic
animals, Captain King in his continuation of Captain Cook’s
Journal in 1779, says of the dogs of Kamtschatka, “Their food in
the winter consists entirely of the head, entrails, and backbones
of salmon, which are put aside and dried for that purpose; and
with this diet they are fed but sparingly.” (Cook’s Journal, Vol.
VII. p. 315.)
As we are treating of fishy matters, let me insert what Pliny
says, that “the commanders of the fleets of Alexander the Great
have related that the Gedrosi, who dwell on the banks of the river
Arabis, are in the habit of making the doors of their houses with
the jaw-bones of fishes, and raftering the roofs with their
bones.” Strabo tells the same of the Ichthyophagi. “Hardouin
remarks, that the Basques of his day were in the habit of fencing
their gardens with the ribs of the whale, which sometimes exceeded
twenty feet in length; and Cuvier says, that at the present time
the jaw-bone of the whale is used in Norway for the purpose of
making beams or posts for buildings.” (Bohn’s ed. trans. of Pliny,
Vol. II. p. 361. Herodotus says the inhabitants on Lake Prasias
in Thrace (living on piles), “give fish for fodder to their horses
and beasts of burden.”

PLINY

STRABO

HERODOTUS

CAPTAIN COOK

PEOPLE OF
CAPE COD

GEORGES CUVIER
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  Alexis de Tocqueville moved from Metz to Paris with his mother, Louise.

 The facilities of the New Hampshire Iron Foundry in Franconia Notch, a few miles north of the “Old Man of 
the Mountains” rock formation, were improved:

Samuel Green of New Hampshire would confess, just before his hanging, that he had committed another 
murder in about this year:

Mr. P. one day informed us of a Frenchman who was bound for
Montreal, and by his appearance would be a good fowl for us to
pick. The Frenchman had put up at the tavern that night, and was
going on his journey the next morning.... Mr. P asked us if we
could afford to give him any thing for his information; we told
him that would depend upon what luck we met with. We went out
and agreed upon a plan, concluded to go as far as the bridge ...
and attack him near the same place where I escaped into the
woods, with the loss of my hat. [after a previous burglary went
awry] We were each of us armed with a pair of pistols and a large
knife, and waited in this dismal place till about nine o'clock
the next morning, when he made his appearance.... A—— went out
and seized the horse by the bridle; as soon as this was done, I
drew out a pistol, presented it to his breast and told him to
dismount; the man was very much frightened.... The poor man
dismounted, and fell upon his knees, and begged us for God's
sake to spare his life. I can truly say that my heart bled to
hear his entreaties and had I been alone, should have suffered

• reservoir of water near the top of the blast furnace as a precaution against fire
• air furnace
• steel furnace
• pounding machine to separate ore from cinders
• forge with four fires and two hammers
• turning table
• trip-hammer shop

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

him to proceed on his journey; but A—— said it was no time to
hesitate, and bade me to dispatch business. To my eternal shame
I shot the man through the heart, and dragged him out of the
road into the bushes, while A—— shot the horse in the head. We
had provided ourselves with cords on purpose, so took off the
portmanteau and fastened stones to the horse, then tumbled him
from the ledge into the pond, where he sunk to the bottom. We
then returned to the man; and in his pocket we found a gold
repeating watch, and in his portmanteau, money, in gold and
silver to the amount of 1700 dollars, we also found in his
pockets a pair of brass pocket pistols, which the man had not
the courage to use; we tied stones to him and his portmanteau,
and they shared the same fate with the horse. We staid in the
woods that day, and returned at night to Mr. P.'s, informed him
of our success, and gave him 200 dollars for his information,
with which he was very well satisfied.

 Edward Scoresby, a 2nd-generation whaling man of the Greenland waters, was not content to lead the simple 
sea-captain’s seasonal life. During the winters he took university courses. He proceeded to invent several tools 
of Arctic exploration and to write THE POLAR ICE, known as “the foundation stone of Arctic science.” 

Passed over by the Admiralty for a mission command of his own, he would openly disdain the central thesis 
to the British approach to the Arctic, the concept of the “Open Polar Sea.” He was greatly impressed by the 
cloud-category work of Friend Luke Howard.

THE SCIENCE OF 1817

THE FROZEN NORTH
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 The ENCYCLOPAEDIA METROPOLITANA, which would fail after and perhaps because of the withdrawal of its 
designer Samuel Taylor Coleridge, at this point began publication and would continue through 1845 (the 
TREATISE ON METHOD of 1818, its prospectus, is a relict of his plans for the publication prior to his being 
forced to withdraw because his plans were being altered without coordination).

 According to Simon Heffer’s MORAL DESPERADO: A LIFE OF THOMAS CARLYLE (London: Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson, 1995), page 42:

In the ten years between the 1811 and 1821 censuses
the population of Britain rose by 17%, from 12,000,000 to
14,000,000. Wages, which had risen steadily in real terms since
the start of the Napoleonic Wars, were now beginning a downward
progress that would not be stopped until after the repeal of the
Corn Laws in 1846 — three years after Thomas Carlyle had railed
against the economic and social conditions in England in PAST AND
PRESENT. The political establishment was unsteady, the King mad,
his son the Prince Regent dissolute and disliked. High stamp
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duties, of 4d on a newspaper, limited the circulation of
opinions hostile to the Tory government or Lord Liverpool. A
rash of prosecutions for seditious libel, and for the defamation
of the King and his ministers, also occurred in 1817, as
another means of encouraging conformity. A fall in demand
immediately after the war led to a great rise in unemployment,
exacerbated by the reduction in manpower of the army and navy.
Sporadic rioting, and disturbances even among the middle
classes, fed the Tory establishment’s fear of the mob. In 1817
parliament suspended Habeas Corpus and passed bills forbidding
potentially seditious meetings; this was two years before
Peterloo and the Six Acts.
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 In this year the brag was made, that for the first time in the USA a woman’s labor was being assigned a real 
monetary value — which would be an allusion to the fact that Lowell, Massachusetts was in this year 
pioneering the “material girl”:

Of course only white girls were being allowed to do this sort of work in the mills of Lowell.

By way of extreme contrast, as of this Year of Our Lord 1817 there still existed real misogyny:15

In this year in the state of New York, giving suck to her slave baby Diana, the baby machine/slave woman 
Isabella (Sojourner Truth) would have been approximately 20 years old. By the end of this year, in exile on 
St. Helena, the famous prisoner and misogynist who made the above comment, Napoléon Bonaparte, would 
be exhibiting symptoms of serious illness.16

Misogyny was not, of course, our only problem. There was also, for instance, anti-Semitism. In this year Uriah 
Phillips Levy was commissioned a Lieutenant in the US Navy. As our Navy’s solitary Jewish officer, he would 
soon be court-martialed three times in quick succession: his commanding officers were doing everything they 
could think of to “get” him. But Lieutenant Uriah would as we shall see prove to be a persistent sort of 
person....

 From this year into 1820, James Monroe (Democratic-Republican) would be President of the United States of 
America, in what would become known as “The Era of Good Feelings.”

15. Speaking of slaves and misogyny, Saartje Baartman, known to publicity as the “Hottentot Venus,” died in this year of 
complications of alcoholism and the small pox, giving to the Baron Georges Jean-Léopold-Nicolas-Frédéric Cuvier his eagerly 
awaited opportunity to dissect her genitals and write them up in the Mémoires du museum d’histoire naturelle. Wasn’t it white of 
these nice people, to have waited until she died of natural causes rather than merely “sacrifice” her to the cause of inter-racial 
understanding?

For the first time in this country woman’s labor had a
monetary value.... And thus a long upward step in our
material civilization was taken.

Nature intended women to be our slaves.... They are our
property, we are not theirs.... They belong to us, just
as a tree which bears fruit belongs to the gardener.
What a mad idea to demand equality for women!...
Women are nothing but machines for producing children.

FEMINISM

You’ve still got a long way to go, baby.

If this was how true misogyny was expressing itself, then what was Thoreau’s "Every man has a wife like that?"
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Political Parties Then and Now

16. While Napoleon Bonaparte was on St. Helena, it was once suspected, the Brit attendants had been quite systematically poisoned 
him with arsenic, gradually building up the dosage. These conspiracy theories attributed all signs of old age, such as Bonaparte’s 
growing stoutness and feebleness, to this poisoning, which had been quite evident in body samples from his corpse. Obviously 
someone as important as Napoleon would otherwise be above aging the way other ordinary people do! But then someone went and 
checked the wallpaper in the house he had been living in on St. Helena, the conspiracy theories about a deliberate poisoning quite 
collapsed. It had been stupid, really, for if one wants to poison someone, the very last thing one would do would be to challenge 
their system with gradually increasing levels of one’s poison of choice, because that would tend to build up an immunity rather than 
a susceptibility. –But the flakes that were still falling off the ceiling and walls of Napoleon’s dining area were still quite laden with 
arsenic even at the late date on which someone thought to make these tests. More recently, the same conspiracy theories sprang up 
while Clare Booth Luce was our ambassador to Italy during the 1950s. She was discovered to be suffering from arsenic poisoning, 
and it turned out to be the very old wallpaper in her study in Rome, which was flaking off into her breakfast.

ROUND 1 DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICANS FEDERALISTS

1792
Alexander Hamilton, John Adams,
et al. representing the North and  commercial interests

1796
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, et al. representing 
the South and landowning interests

 1817-
1824

James Monroe’s “factionless” era of good feelings, ho ho ho

ROUND 2A DEMOCRATS NATIONAL REPUBLICANS

1828

John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay,
representing the North and the commercial interests, 
and in addition the residents of border states

ROUND 2B DEMOCRATS WHIGS

1832

Andrew Jackson, representing the South 
and landowning interests, plus wannabees such as 
our small farmers, backwoods go-getters, the “little 
guy on the make” in general

John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay,
representing the North and the commercial interests, 
and residents of border states, and in addition the anti-
Jackson Democrats

ROUND 3 DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS

1856
Abraham Lincoln, William Henry Seward, representing
Northerners, urbanites, business types, factory workers,
and (more or less) the abolitionist movement

ROUND 4 DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS

 1932-
1960

F.D.R., representing Northeasterners, urbanites,
blue-collar workers, Catholics, liberals, and 
assorted ethnics

Representing businesspeople, farmers, white-collar 
types, Protestants, the “Establishment,” right-to-lifers, 
moral majoritarians, and in general, conservatism of 
the “I’ve got mine, let’s see you try to get yours” stripe.
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 President James Monroe made John Caldwell Calhoun his secretary of war.

“Let us conquer space,” orated this Secretary of War. Can you say “Lebensraum”? The world is our living-
room.
Pointing out that “The mail and the press are the nerves of the body politic,” he opinioned that it would be 
good for a citizen of the West (by which he meant the interior of the continent, on the far side of that range of 
mountains over there on the horizon) to be able to “read the news of Boston still moist from the press.” 
Whereupon the Congress granted discretion to the US Postmaster General to extend the post roads as he was 
able, somehow, to obtain funding to do so.

(For some reason the religious crusade to prevent the US mails from being available for pickup on a Sunday 
collapsed at about this point in time, and this crusade would not resume for almost a decade.)

United States forces landed at Amelia Island, a Spanish territory off the coast of Florida, in order to expel a 
group of pirates, smugglers, adventurers, and freebooters.

“War is God’s way of teaching Americans geography.”

— Ambrose G. Bierce

 A prisoner was hanged for murder in Boston. This year marked the last use of the public whipping post in the 
town of Spindle Hill, Connecticut, where Bronson Alcott was at this point 17 years of age.17

17. In English law the public whipping of women, which had been happening with decreasing frequency since the 1770s, was 
brought to a stop during this year. The public whipping of men, however, would continue in England into the 1830s.

LET US CONQUER SPACE.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

THE ALCOTT FAMILY
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The last persons so tortured, a pair of cattle thieves, received seven lashes each across the back, 
over the wounds from which a quantity of rum was afterward poured. 

Things were much more benign in New York State, where a new prison facility at Auburn began in this year 
to experiment with the scheme generally referred to as “lease prisons.” Since we honest citizens have all these 
prisoners we are punishing, having nothing productive to do with their wait time, let’s force them to labor for 
their own upkeep while under detention! (It’s only fair to us! The harder and more unpleasant their labor, the 
more of a punishment it will be! They’ll learn their lesson and sin no more! Why should we pay a criminal’s 
bills for him? Does anyone suppose that becoming a criminal gives a person some sort of right to be on the 
public dole? No way Jose! I mean, get serious! Etc. :-)
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Here’s some commentary on the situation which has appeared in the April 1996 issue of Prison Legal News:

According to Jeffrey Weeks’s SEX, POLITICS AND SOCIETY (Longman, 1981), during this year in England 
a man was sentenced to hang under the sodomy laws for having oral sex with a boy (after being thoroughly 
frightened, he would be pardoned).

Sometimes private business entities contracted with states to operate
their entire prison system; other times the state would operate the
prison and “lease” the prison labor to businesses. Nineteenth-century
prisons were essentially forced labor camps. Prisoners were made to
produce a wide array of goods, including shoes, furniture, wagons,
and stoves. For the sake of profit, they were often housed in squalid
conditions, fed spoiled food, and given scant clothing or shoes.
Whippings were commonplace, and medical care was nonexistent.

LEASED PRISONS
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The weather in India this year would be even worse than the extremely heavy rains and flooding of the year 
1815, and the food situation there worsened radically. In the Western world, the food crisis in Ireland also 
worsened radically during this year. The “meal months” during which the old stores of potatoes had become 
exhausted while the new crop was not yet ready to be dug from the ground on that island would be extended 
far beyond the usual June, July, and August.18

There would be a population migration during the traveling season of this year, but this migration, known as 
“Ohio fever,” was due rather to the failed crops of the previous growing season during the cold summer of 
1816, rather than to the weather during this summer of 1817.

 Joseph Emerson Worcester’s A GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OR GENERAL GAZETEER.

Largest Scale Global Weather Oscillations around 1817

Southern
Oscillation

South Pacific 
current reversal

1814 strong warm El Niño strong

1815 absent cold La Niña

1816 absent cold La Niña

1817 moderate + warm El Niño moderate +

1818 absent cold La Niña

1819 moderate + warm El Niño moderate +

1820 absent cold La Niña

1821 moderate warm El Niño moderate

1822 absent cold La Niña

1823 absent cold La Niña

The southern ocean / atmosphere “seesaw” links to periodic 
Indonesian east monsoon droughts, Australian droughts, 
deficient Indian summer monsoons, and deficient 
Ethiopian monsoon rainfall causing weak annual Nile 
floods. This data is presented from Tables 6.2-6.3 of Quinn, 
William H. “A study of Southern Oscillation-related 
climatic activity for AD 622-1900 incorporating Nile River 
flood data,” pages 119-49 in Diaz, Henry F. and Vera 
Markgraf, eds. EL NIÑO: HISTORICAL AND PALEOCLIMATIC 
ASPECTS OF THE SOUTHERN OSCILLATION. Cambridge: 
Cambridge UP, 1992.

18. Potatoes are generally not fully mature in Ireland until October.

FAMINE

Trade winds do not blow and surface water of the South Pacific continues to warm in place. Rains, instead of getting dumped on Australia’s east coast, get dumped on South America’s west coast (etc).

Trade winds blow west across the South Pacific, shoving warm surface water toward Australia and tugging up along the west coast of South America cold, nutrient-laden waters from deep layers.

I am here using December 1997 as a representative strong El Nino event.
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 During this year a wonderful egg with what appeared to be writing on its shell was placed on display in 
Boston.

 Is this the original portrait of Friend Abraham Redwood painted during his lifetime by Samuel King, or is it 
the copy painted in this year long after his death by Charles Bird King?
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 In Rhode Island, Nehemiah R. Knight was in charge. Asher Benjamin designed the Rhode Island Union Bank 
of Newport (since demolished). The Firefly, the 1st steamboat to run a regular commercial service on 
Narragansett Bay, carried President James Monroe and his party from Newport to Providence. (In 1825 the 
Washington, a 131-foot steamship, would begin the serious steamship competition on the bay, leading to the 
development of more and more advanced ships.) At this point the teenager Sam Patch was making dramatic 
leaps off the roof of a 4-story building into the aerated churning water below the big falls in beautiful 
downtown Pawtucket, so it is perfectly possible (if now unknown to us) that the President of the United States 
was escorted to the site to view the children at labor inside the factories and to witness such a blazing amazing 
feat of derring-do.

Things were not so rosy, at the building site on the farm of Moses Brown where the Quakers were erecting 
their Yearly Meeting School. The estimate that $16,000 would be needed for this project had proved to be way 
low. The exterior of the building was complete, except for glazing, and there had been some interior finishing 
work done. Early in the year, it became apparent that an additional $7,000 would be needed to finish the 
building scheme. Friends William Almy and Obadiah Brown were able to pledge $3,500 and by the end of the 
year the full amount would be obtained, so that construction would be able to resume during the following 
building season. This sketch would be made during the process of construction:
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 The engineer Canvass White was sent to Great Britain by New York State to study canals and purchase 
surveying equipment.

 Construction began on the Monongahela Navigation and the Champlain Canal. Construction began on 
Canada’s Lachine Canal.

 In this year the Susquehanna Canal went bankrupt and was sold to new owners, and Benjamin Henry Latrobe 
redrew his map for that canal project.

This sketch was added to the face of a clock made by John Bailey, in the building’s sitting-room

CANALS

CANALS

CANALS

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Henry_Latrobe

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Henry_Latrobe

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 A regulation was enacted, protecting the robins, larks, snipe, and woodcocks of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts from March 1st to July 4th, and protecting the grouse and quail of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts from March 1st to September 1st. However, the regulation stipulated that any town which saw 
fit would be entitled to suspend such restrictions, and so this enactment had little or no effect on the 
indiscriminate slaughter of birds during the annual Election Day shooting matches.19 

 Regular monthly sailing of packet service, called the Black Ball Line, between New-York and Liverpool.

 Owning human slaves was only whetting Henry Clay’s desire for excellent possessions to match his own 
personal excellence. In this year, in this ceaseless quest, he had someone ship over to his plantation the 1st 
Hereford cows to appear on this continent.

19. One might analyze our present affection for the popping of firecrackers at our 4th of July celebrations as a racial memory of this 
indiscriminate slaughter which once marred our annual celebrations of our nationhood.
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 Ongoing White Exploration and Expropriation of the American “Wilderness”:

 According to Joseph Felt’s ANNALS OF SALEM, in this year a panorama entitled “The Temple of Industry,” 
featuring 36 workers one after another, actively engaged in their occupations, was touring Massachusetts 
(kindly contain your excitement).

 Shubael Bell noted that Chelmsford MA granite was being brought down the Middlesex Canal to the prison 
in Charleston [Charlestown?], and that there the labor of convicts was being used to dress the blocks before 
they were set in place in the walls by the masons. Evidently the question “Who shall imprison the prisoners” 
has a readier answer than the old conundrum “Who shall guard the guardians?”

 Maria Edgeworth’s ORMOND and HARRINGTON.

 Mary Hays’s FAMILY ANNALS, OR THE SISTERS.

 Robert Southey’s WAT TYLER.
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 The legislature of Kentucky chartered 39 new banks. There were already in the state a state bank with 14 
branches.

 Montgomery, on the Alabama River, was laid out. It became the capital of the state in 1846, when the 
government was removed there from Tuscaloosa.

 Evansville, Indiana was laid out by General Robert Evans, James W. Jones, and Hugh McGeary, and named 
in honor of General Evans.

 The Massachusetts Peace Society memorialized Congress, suggesting the formation of a congress of nations 
for the purpose of settling national disputes by arbitration.

 This year a revival in the cause of education began, and the grade of instruction in the public schools has since 
steadily been raised. Horace Mann, of Massachusetts; Henry Barnard, of Connecticut; the publication of the 
“American Journal of Education,” begun in 1826; the improved text-books; the founding of normal schools, 
— all have worked for the same end: the increased efficiency of the common schools.

 The Hartford Times appeared in Hartford, Connecticut. It was established by Alfred E. Burr, and is now under 
the direction of his descendants Alfred E. and Franklin L. Burr. It is a Democratic paper.

 The American Society for the Encouragement of American Manufactures was formed in New York.

 The legislature of New York appropriated twenty thousand dollars, to be divided among the county 
agricultural societies, for the promotion of agriculture and family domestic manufactures.

 Commissioners were sent to South America to ascertain and report the real condition of affairs there. 
The republics had revolted from Spanish rule, and claimed to have established their independence.

 The President was authorized to procure for the capitol four large pictures of Revolutionary scenes by John 
Trumbull. An appropriation had been made for rebuilding the capitol, enclosing the grounds about it and 
making them ornamental. Trumbull had served in the army of the Revolution. and made a series of portraits 
of the chief actors in it. The four pictures he painted for this order are now in the rotunda of the capitol.

January February March
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 January: The federal government resumed specie payments. It paid its obligations in Boston, Massachusetts, 
in coin.

 January: Jean Lafitte moved his base of operations from a spot on the Baratarian coast near New Orleans to 
an island off the coast of the Tejas province of Mejico near what is now Galveston, Texas. He had received a 
pardon for his previous piracy from President James Monroe in recognition of services rendered during the 
War of 1812, but at this point he resumed his piracy. He would maintain control over this island pirate kingdom 
until 1821, when he would be forced out by internal dissension and would sail into the sunset in his vessel, 
Pride.
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THE LIFE OF LAFITTE, THE FAMOUS PIRATE OF THE GULF OF 
MEXICO.

WITH A HISTORY OF THE PIRATES OF BARRATARIA — AND AN 
ACCOUNT OF THEIR VOLUNTEERING FOR THE DEFENCE OF NEW 
ORLEANS; AND THEIR DARING INTREPIDITY UNDER GENERAL 

JACKSON, DURING THE BATTLE OF THE 8TH OF JANUARY, 1815. 
FOR WHICH IMPORTANT SERVICE THEY WERE PARDONED BY 

PRESIDENT MADISON20

Jean Lafitte, was born at St. Maloes in France, in 1781, and
went to sea at the age of thirteen; after several voyages in
Europe, and to the coast of Africa, he was appointed mate of a
French East Indiaman, bound to Madras. On the outward passage
they encountered a heavy gale off the Cape of Good Hope, which
sprung the mainmast and otherwise injured the ship, which
determined the captain to bear up for the Mauritius, where he

20. THE PIRATES OWN BOOK, OR AUTHENTIC NARRATIVES OF THE LIVES, EXPLOITS, AND EXECUTIONS OF THE MOST 
CELEBRATED SEA ROBBERS, by Charles Ellms (Portland: Published by Sanborn & Carter; Philadelphia: Thomas, Comperthwait, & 
Co., 1837. This would be republished in 1842 by A. and C.B. Edwards of New-York & Philadelphia, and in 1844 in Portland by 
Sanborn & Carter, and in 1855 by A. and C.B. Edwards of New-York, and in 1924 by Marine res. of Massachusetts, and in 1996 by 
Random House of New York.)
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arrived in safety; a quarrel having taken place on the passage
out between Lafitte and the captain, he abandoned the ship and
refused to continue the voyage. Several privateers were at this
time fitting out at this island, and Lafitte was appointed
captain of one of these vessels; after a cruise during which he
robbed the vessels of other nations, besides those of England,
and thus committing piracy, he stopped at the Seychelles, and
took in a load of slaves for the Mauritius; but being chased by
an English frigate as far north as the equator, he found himself
in a very awkward condition; not having provisions enough on
board his ship to carry him back to the French Colony. He
therefore conceived the bold project of proceeding to the Bay
of Bengal, in order to get provisions from on board some English
ships. In his ship of two hundred tons, with only two guns and
twenty-six men, he attacked and took an English armed schooner
with a numerous crew. After putting nineteen of his own crew on
board the schooner, he took the command of her and proceeded to
cruise upon the coast of Bengal. He there fell in with the
Pagoda, a vessel belonging to the English East India Company,
armed with twenty-six twelve pounders and manned with one
hundred and fifty men. Expecting that the enemy would take him
for a pilot of the Ganges, he manoeuvred accordingly. The Pagoda
manifested no suspicions, whereupon he suddenly darted with his
brave followers upon her decks, overturned all who opposed them,
and speedily took the ship. After a very successful cruise he
arrived safe at the Mauritius, and took the command of La
Confiance of twenty-six guns and two hundred and fifty men, and
sailed for the coast of British India. Off the Sand Heads in
October, 1807, Lafitte fell in with the Queen East Indiaman,
with a crew of near four hundred men, and carrying forty guns;
he conceived the bold project of getting possession of her.
Never was there beheld a more unequal conflict; even the height
of the vessel compared to the feeble privateer augmented the
chances against Lafitte; but the difficulty and danger far from
discouraging this intrepid sailor, acted as an additional spur
to his brilliant valor. After electrifying his crew with a few
words of hope and ardor, he manoeuvred and ran on board of the
enemy. In this position he received a broadside when close too;
but he expected this, and made his men lay flat upon the deck.
After the first fire they all rose, and from the yards and tops,
threw bombs and grenades into the forecastle of the Indiaman.
This sudden and unforeseen attack caused a great havoc. In an
instant, death and terror made them abandon a part of the vessel
near the mizen-mast. Lafitte, who observed every thing, seized
the decisive moment, beat to arms, and forty of his crew prepared
to board, with pistols in their hands and daggers held between
their teeth. As soon as they got on deck, they rushed upon the
affrighted crowd, who retreated to the steerage, and endeavored
to defend themselves there. Lafitte thereupon ordered a second
division to board, which he headed himself; the captain of the
Indiaman was killed, and all were swept away in a moment. Lafitte
caused a gun to be loaded with grape, which he pointed towards
the place where the crowd was assembled, threatening to
exterminate them. The English deeming resistance fruitless,
surrendered, and Lafitte hastened to put a stop to the
slaughter. This exploit, hitherto unparalleled, resounded
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through India, and the name of Lafitte became the terror of
English commerce in these latitudes.
As British vessels now traversed the Indian Ocean under strong
convoys, game became scarce, and Lafitte determined to visit
France; and after doubling the Cape of Good Hope, he coasted up
to the Gulf of Guinea, and in the Bight of Benin, took two
valuable prizes loaded with gold dust, ivory, and Palm Oil; with
this booty he reached St. Maloes in safety. After a short stay
at his native place he fitted out a brigantine, mounting twenty
guns and one hundred and fifty men, and sailed for Gaudaloupe;
amongst the West India Islands, he made several valuable prizes;
but during his absence on a cruise the island having been taken
by the British, he proceeded to Carthagena, and from thence to
Barrataria. After this period, the conduct of Lafitte at
Barrataria does not appear to be characterized by the audacity
and boldness of his former career; but he had amassed immense
sums of booty, and as he was obliged to have dealings with the
merchants of the United States, and the West Indies, who
frequently owed him large sums, and the cautious dealings
necessary to found and conduct a colony of Pirates and Smugglers
in the very teeth of a civilized nation, obliged Lafitte to cloak
as much as possible his real character.
As we have said before, at the period of the taking of Gaudaloupe
by the British, most of the privateers commissioned by the
government of that island, and which were then on a cruise, not
being able to return to any of the West India Islands, made for
Barrataria, there to take in a supply of water and provisions,
recruit the health of their crews, and dispose of their prizes,
which could not be admitted into any of the ports of the United
States, we being at that time in peace with Great Britain. Most
of the commissions granted to privateers by the French
government at Gaudaloupe, having expired sometime after the
declaration of the independence of Carthagena, many of the
privateers repaired to that port, for the purpose of obtaining
from the new government commissions for cruising against Spanish
vessels. Having duly obtained their commissions, they in a
manner blockaded for a long time all the ports belonging to the
royalists, and made numerous captives, which they carried into
Barrataria. Under this denomination is comprised part of the
coast of Louisiana to the west of the mouths of the Mississippi,
comprehended between Bastien bay on the east, and the mouths of
the river or bayou la Fourche on the west. Not far from the sea
are lakes called the great and little lakes of Barrataria,
communicating with one another by several large bayous with a
great number of branches. There is also the island of
Barrataria, at the extremity of which is a place called the
Temple, which denomination it owes to several mounds of shells
thrown up there by the Indians. The name of Barrataria is also
given to a large basin which extends the whole length of the
cypress swamps, from the Gulf of Mexico to three miles above New
Orleans. These waters disembogue into the gulf by two entrances
of the bayou Barrataria, between which lies an island called
Grand Terre, six miles in length, and from two to three miles
in breadth, running parallel with the coast. In the western
entrance is the great pass of Barrataria, which has from nine
to ten feet of water. Within this pass about two leagues from
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the open sea, lies the only secure harbor on the coast, and
accordingly this was the harbor frequented by the Pirates, so
well known by the name of Barratarians.
At Grand Jerre, the privateers publicly made sale by auction,
of the cargoes of their prizes. From all parts of Lower
Louisiana, people resorted to Barrataria, without being at all
solicitous to conceal the object of their journey. The most
respectable inhabitants of the state, especially those living
in the country, were in the habit of purchasing smuggled goods
coming from Barrataria.
The government of the United States sent an expedition under
Commodore Patterson, to disperse the settlement of marauders at
Barrataria; the following is an extract of his letter to the
secretary of war.

Sir — I have the honor to inform you that I departed
from this city on the 11th June, accompanied by Col.
Ross, with a detachment of seventy of the 44th regiment
of infantry. On the 12th, reached the schooner Carolina,
of Plaquemine, and formed a junction with the gun
vessels at the Balize on the 13th, sailed from the
southwest pass on the evening of the 15th, and at half
past 8 o’clock, A.M. on the 16th, made the Island of
Barrataria, and discovered a number of vessels in the
harbor, some of which shewed Carthagenian colors. At 2
o’clock, perceived the pirates forming their vessels,
ten in number, including prizes, into a line of battle
near the entrance of the harbor, and making every
preparation to offer me battle. At 10 o’clock, wind
light and variable, formed the order of battle with six
gun boats and the Sea Horse tender, mounting one six
pounder and fifteen men, and a launch mounting one
twelve pound carronade; the schooner Carolina, drawing
too much water to cross the bar. At half past 10
o’clock, perceived several smokes along the coasts as
signals, and at the same time a white flag hoisted on
board a schooner at the fort, an American flag at the
mainmast head and a Carthagenian flag (under which the
pirates cruise) at her topping lift; replied with a
white flag at my main; at 11 o’clock, discovered that
the pirates had fired two of their best schooners;
hauled down my white flag and made the signal for
battle; hoisting with a large white flag bearing the
words “Pardon for Deserters”; having heard there was a
number on shore from the army and navy. At a quarter
past 11 o’clock, two gun boats grounded and were passed
agreeably to my previous orders, by the other four which
entered the harbor, manned by my barge and the boats
belonging to the grounded vessels, and proceeded in to
my great disappointment. I perceived that the pirates
abandoned their vessels, and were flying in all
directions. I immediately sent the launch and two barges
with small boats in pursuit of them. At meridian, took
possession of all their vessels in the harbor consisting
of six schooners and one felucca, cruisers, and prizes
of the pirates, one brig, a prize, and two armed
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schooners under the Carthagenian flag, both in the line
of battle, with the armed vessels of the pirates, and
apparently with an intention to aid them in any
resistance they might make against me, as their crews
were at quarters, tompions out of their guns, and
matches lighted. Col. Ross at the same time landed, and
with his command took possession of their establishment
on shore, consisting of about forty houses of different
sizes, badly constructed, and thatched with palmetto
leaves.
When I perceived the enemy forming their vessels into a
line of battle I felt confident from their number and
very advantageous position, and their number of men,
that they would have fought me; their not doing so I
regret; for had they, I should have been enabled more
effectually to destroy or make prisoners of them and
their leaders; but it is a subject of great satisfaction
to me, to have effected the object of my enterprise,
without the loss of a man.
The enemy had mounted on their vessels twenty pieces of
cannon of different calibre; and as I have since learnt,
from eight hundred, to one thousand men of all nations
and colors.
Early in the morning of the 20th, the Carolina at
anchor, about five miles distant, made the signal of a
“strange sail in sight to eastward”; immediately after
she weighed anchor, and gave chase the strange sail,
standing for Grand Terre, with all sail; at half past 8
o’clock, the chase hauled her wind off shore to escape;
sent acting Lieut. Spedding with four boats manned and
armed to prevent her passing the harbor; at 9 o’clock
A.M., the chase fired upon the Carolina, which was
returned; each vessel continued firing during the
chase, when their long guns could reach. At 10 o’clock,
the chase grounded outside of the bar, at which time the
Carolina was from the shoalness of the water obliged to
haul her wind off shore and give up the chase; opened a
fire upon the chase across the island from the gun
vessels. At half past 10 o’clock, she hauled down her
colors and was taken possession of. She proved to be the
armed schooner Gen. Boliver; by grounding she broke both
her rudder pintles and made water; took from her her
armament, consisting of one long brass eighteen
pounder, one long brass six pounder, two twelve
pounders, small arms, &c., and twenty-one packages of
dry goods. On the afternoon of the 23d, got underway
with the whole squadron, in all seventeen vessels, but
during the night one escaped, and the next day arrived
at New Orleans with my whole squadron.
At different times the English had sought to attack the
pirates at Barrataria, in hopes of taking their prizes,
and even their armed vessels. Of these attempts of the
British, suffice it to instance that of June 23d, 1813,
when two privateers being at anchor off Cat Island, a
British sloop of war anchored at the entrance of the
pass, and sent her boats to endeavor to take the
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privateers; but they were repulsed with considerable
loss.

Such was the state of affairs, when on the 2d Sept., 1814, there
appeared an armed brig on the coast opposite the pass. She fired
a gun at a vessel about to enter, and forced her to run aground;
she then tacked and shortly after came to an anchor at the
entrance of the pass. It was not easy to understand the
intentions of this vessel, who, having commenced with
hostilities on her first appearance now seemed to announce an
amicable disposition. Mr. Lafitte then went off in a boat to
examine her, venturing so far that he could not escape from the
pinnace sent from the brig, and making towards the shore,
bearing British colors and a flag of truce. In this pinnace were
two naval officers. One was Capt. Lockyer, commander of the
brig. The first question they asked was, where was Mr. Lafitte?
he not choosing to make himself known to them, replied that the
person they inquired for was on shore. They then delivered to
him a packet directed to Mr. Lafitte, Barrataria, requesting him
to take particular care of it, and to deliver it into Mr.
Lafitte’s hands. He prevailed on them to make for the shore, and
as soon as they got near enough to be in his power, he made
himself known, recommending to them at the same time to conceal
the business on which they had come. Upwards of two hundred
persons lined the shore, and it was a general cry amongst the
crews of the privateers at Grand Terre, that those British
officers should be made prisoners and sent to New Orleans as
spies. It was with much difficulty that Lafitte dissuaded the
multitude from this intent, and led the officers in safety to
his dwelling. He thought very prudently that the papers
contained in the packet might be of importance towards the
safety of the country and that the officers if well watched could
obtain no intelligence that might turn to the detriment of
Louisiana. He now examined the contents of the packet, in which
he found a proclamation addressed by Col. Edward Nichalls, in
the service of his Brittanic Majesty, and commander of the land
forces on the coast of Florida, to the inhabitants of Louisiana.
A letter from the same to Mr. Lafitte, the commander of
Barrataria; an official letter from the honorable W.H. Percy,
captain of the sloop of war Hermes, directed to Lafitte. When
he had perused these letters, Capt. Lockyer enlarged on the
subject of them and proposed to him to enter into the service
of his Brittanic Majesty with the rank of post captain and to
receive the command of a 44-gun frigate. Also all those under
his command, or over whom he had sufficient influence. He was
also offered thirty thousand dollars, payable at Pensacola, and
urged him not to let slip this opportunity of acquiring fortune
and consideration. On Lafitte’s requiring a few days to reflect
upon these proposals, Capt. Lockyer observed to him that no
reflection could be necessary, respecting proposals that
obviously precluded hesitation, as he was a Frenchman and
proscribed by the American government. But to all his splendid
promises and daring insinuations, Lafitte replied that in a few
days he would give a final answer; his object in this
procrastination being to gain time to inform the officers of the
state government of this nefarious project. Having occasion to
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go to some distance for a short time, the persons who had
proposed to send the British officers prisoners to New Orleans,
went and seized them in his absence, and confined both them and
the crew of the pinnace, in a secure place, leaving a guard at
the door. The British officers sent for Lafitte; but he, fearing
an insurrection of the crews of the privateers, thought it
advisable not to see them until he had first persuaded their
captains and officers to desist from the measures on which they
seemed bent. With this view he represented to the latter that,
besides the infamy that would attach to them if they treated as
prisoners people who had come with a flag of truce, they would
lose the opportunity of discovering the projects of the British
against Louisiana.
Early the next morning Lafitte caused them to be released from
their confinement and saw them safe on board their pinnace,
apologizing the detention. He now wrote to Capt. Lockyer the
following letter.

To CAPTAIN LOCKYER.
Barrataria, 4th Sept. 1814.
Sir — The confusion which prevailed in our camp
yesterday and this morning, and of which you have a
complete knowledge, has prevented me from answering in
a precise manner to the object of your mission; nor even
at this moment can I give you all the satisfaction that
you desire; however, if you could grant me a fortnight,
I would be entirely at your disposal at the end of that
time. This delay is indispensable to enable me to put
my affairs in order. You may communicate with me by
sending a boat to the eastern point of the pass, where
I will be found. You have inspired me with more
confidence than the admiral, your superior officer,
could have done himself; with you alone, I wish to deal,
and from you also I will claim, in due time the reward
of the services, which I may render to you. Yours, &c.
J. LAFITTE.

His object in writing that letter was, by appearing disposed to
accede to their proposals, to give time to communicate the
affair to the officers of the state government, and to receive
from them instructions how to act, under circumstances so
critical and important to the country. He accordingly wrote on
the 4th September to Mr. Blanque, one of the representatives of
the state, sending him all the papers delivered to him by the
British officers with a letter addressed to his excellency, Gov.
Claiborne of the state of Louisiana.

To Gov. CLAIBORNE.
Barrataria, Sept. 4th, 1814.
Sir — In the firm persuasion that the choice made of you
to fill the office of first magistrate of this state,
was dictated by the esteem of your fellow citizens, and
was conferred on merit, I confidently address you on an
affair on which may depend the safety of this country.
I offer to you to restore to this state several
citizens, who perhaps in your eyes have lost that sacred
title. I offer you them, however, such as you could wish
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to find them, ready to exert their utmost efforts in
defence of the country. This point of Louisiana, which
I occupy, is of great importance in the present crisis.
I tender my services to defend it; and the only reward
I ask is that a stop be put to the proscription against
me and my adherents, by an act of oblivion, for all that
has been done hitherto. I am the stray sheep wishing to
return to the fold. If you are thoroughly acquainted
with the nature of my offences, I should appear to you
much less guilty, and still worthy to discharge the
duties of a good citizen. I have never sailed under any
flag but that of the republic of Carthagena, and my
vessels are perfectly regular in that respect. If I
could have brought my lawful prizes into the ports of
this state, I should not have employed the illicit means
that have caused me to be proscribed. I decline saying
more on the subject, until I have the honor of your
excellency’s answer, which I am persuaded can be
dictated only by wisdom. Should your answer not be
favorable to my ardent desires, I declare to you that I
will instantly leave the country, to avoid the
imputation of having cooperated towards an invasion on
this point, which cannot fail to take place, and to rest
secure in the acquittal of my conscience.
I have the honor to be
your excellency’s, &c.
J. LAFITTE.

The contents of these letters do honor to Lafitte’s judgment,
and evince his sincere attachment to the American cause. On the
receipt of this packet from Lafitte, Mr. Blanque immediately
laid its contents before the governor, who convened the
committee of defence lately formed of which he was president;
and Mr. Rancher the bearer of Lafitte’s packet, was sent back
with a verbal answer to desire Lafitte to take no steps until
it should be determined what was expedient to be done; the
message also contained an assurance that, in the meantime no
steps should be taken against him for his past offences against
the laws of the United States.
At the expiration of the time agreed on with Captain Lockyer,
his ship appeared again on the coast with two others, and
continued standing off and on before the pass for several days.
But he pretended not to perceive the return of the sloop of war,
who tired of waiting to no purpose put out to sea and
disappeared.
Lafitte having received a guarantee from General Jackson for his
safe passage from Barrataria to New Orleans and back, he
proceeded forthwith to the city where he had an interview with
Gov. Claiborne and the General. After the usual formalities and
courtesies had taken place between these gentlemen, Lafitte
addressed the Governor of Louisiana nearly as follows. I have
offered to defend for you that part of Louisiana I now hold. But
not as an outlaw, would I be its defender. In that confidence,
with which you have inspired me, I offer to restore to the state
many citizens, now under my command. As I have remarked before,
the point I occupy is of great importance in the present crisis.
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I tender not only my own services to defend it, but those of all
I command; and the only reward I ask, is, that a stop be put to
the proscription against me and my adherents, by an act of
oblivion for all that has been done hitherto.
“My dear sir,” said the Governor, who together with General
Jackson, was impressed with admiration of his sentiments, “your
praiseworthy wishes shall be laid before the council of the
state, and I will confer with my August friend here present,
upon this important affair, and send you an answer to-morrow.”
At Lafitte withdrew, the General said farewell; when we meet
again, I trust it will be in the ranks of the American army. The
result of the conference was the issuing the following order.
The Governor of Louisiana, informed that many individuals
implicated in the offences heretofore committed against the
United States at Barrataria, express a willingness at the
present crisis to enroll themselves and march against the enemy.
He does hereby invite them to join the standard of the United
States and is authorised to say, should their conduct in the
field meet the approbation of the Major General, that that
officer will unite with the governor in a request to the
president of the United States, to extend to each and every
individual, so marching and acting, a free and full pardon.
These general orders were placed in the hands of Lafitte, who
circulated them among his dispersed followers, most of whom
readily embraced the conditions of pardon they held out. In a
few days many brave men and skillful artillerists, whose
services contributed greatly to the safety of the invaded state,
flocked to the standard of the United States, and by their
conduct, received the highest approbation of General Jackson.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION.

“Among the many evils produced by the wars, which, with
little intermission, have afflicted Europe, and
extended their ravages into other quarters of the globe,
for a period exceeding twenty years, the dispersion of
a considerable portion of the inhabitants of different
countries, in sorrow and in want, has not been the least
injurious to human happiness, nor the least severe in
the trial of human virtue.
“It had been long ascertained that many foreigners,
flying from the dangers of their own home, and that some
citizens, forgetful of their duty, had co-operated in
forming an establishment on the island of Barrataria,
near the mouth of the river Mississippi, for the purpose
of a clandestine and lawless trade. The government of
the United States caused the establishment to be broken
up and destroyed; and, having obtained the means of
designating the offenders of every description, it only
remained to answer the demands of justice by inflicting
an exemplary punishment.
“But it has since been represented that the offenders
have manifested a sincere penitence; that they have
abandoned the prosecution of the worst cause for the
support of the best, and, particularly, that they have
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exhibited, in the defence of New Orleans, unequivocal
traits of courage and fidelity. Offenders, who have
refused to become the associates of the enemy in the
war, upon the most seducing terms of invitation; and who
have aided to repel his hostile invasion of the
territory of the United States, can no longer be
considered as objects of punishment, but as objects of
a generous forgiveness.
“It has therefore been seen, with great satisfaction,
that the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana
earnestly recommend those offenders to the benefit of a
full pardon; And in compliance with that
recommendation, as well as in consideration of all the
other extraordinary circumstances in the case, I, James
Madison, President of the United States of America, do
issue this proclamation, hereby granting, publishing
and declaring, a free and full pardon of all offences
committed in violation of any act or acts of the
Congress of the said United States, touching the
revenue, trade and navigation thereof, or touching the
intercourse and commerce of the United States with
foreign nations, at any time before the eighth day of
January, in the present year one thousand eight hundred
and fifteen, by any person or persons whatsoever, being
inhabitants of New Orleans and the adjacent country, or
being inhabitants of the said island of Barrataria, and
the places adjacent; Provided, that every person,
claiming the benefit of this full pardon, in order to
entitle himself thereto, shall produce a certificate in
writing from the governor of the State of Louisiana,
stating that such person has aided in the defence of New
Orleans and the adjacent country, during the invasion
thereof as aforesaid.
“And I do hereby further authorize and direct all suits,
indictments, and prosecutions, for fines, penalties,
and forfeitures, against any person or persons, who
shall be entitled to the benefit of this full pardon,
forthwith to be stayed, discontinued and released: All
civil officers are hereby required, according to the
duties of their respective stations, to carry this
proclamation into immediate and faithful execution.
“Done at the City of Washington, the sixth day of
February, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
fifteen, and of the independence of the United States
the thirty-ninth.
“By the President,
“JAMES MADISON
“JAMES MONROE,
“Acting Secretary of State.”

The morning of the eighth of January, was ushered in with the
discharge of rockets, the sound of cannon, and the cheers of the
British soldiers advancing to the attack. The Americans, behind
the breastwork, awaited in calm intrepidity their approach. The
enemy advanced in close column of sixty men in front,
shouldering their muskets and carrying fascines and ladders. A
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storm of rockets preceded them, and an incessant fire opened
from the battery, which commanded the advanced column. The
musketry and rifles from the Kentuckians and Tennesseans, joined
the fire of the artillery, and in a few moments was heard along
the line a ceaseless, rolling fire, whose tremendous noise
resembled the continued reverberation of thunder. One of these
guns, a twenty-four pounder, placed upon the breastwork in the
third embrasure from the river, drew, from the fatal skill and
activity with which it was managed, even in the heat of battle,
the admiration of both Americans and British; and became one of
the points most dreaded by the advancing foe.
Here was stationed Lafitte and his lieutenant Dominique and a
large band of his men, who during the continuance of the battle,
fought with unparalleled bravery. The British already had been
twice driven back in the utmost confusion, with the loss of their
commander-in-chief, and two general officers.
Two other batteries were manned by the Barratarians, who served
their pieces with the steadiness and precision of veteran
gunners. In the first attack of the enemy, a column pushed
forward between the levee and river; and so precipitate was
their charge that the outposts were forced to retire, closely
pressed by the enemy. Before the batteries could meet the
charge, clearing the ditch, they gained the redoubt through the
embrasures, leaping over the parapet, and overwhelming by their
superior force the small party stationed there.
Lafitte, who was commanding in conjunction with his officers,
at one of the guns, no sooner saw the bold movement of the enemy,
than calling a few of his best men by his side, he sprung forward
to the point of danger, and clearing the breastwork of the
entrenchments, leaped, cutlass in hand, into the midst of the
enemy, followed by a score of his men, who in many a hard fought
battle upon his own deck, had been well tried.
Astonished at the intrepidity which could lead men to leave
their entrenchments and meet them hand to hand, and pressed by
the suddenness of the charge, which was made with the
recklessness, skill and rapidity of practised boarders bounding
upon the deck of an enemy’s vessel, they began to give way, while
one after another, two British officers fell before the cutlass
of the pirate, as they were bravely encouraging their men. All
the energies of the British were now concentrated to scale the
breastwork, which one daring officer had already mounted. While
Lafitte and his followers, seconding a gallant band of volunteer
riflemen, formed a phalanx which they in vain assayed to
penetrate.
The British finding it impossible to take the city and the havoc
in their ranks being dreadful, made a precipitate retreat,
leaving the field covered with their dead and wounded.
General Jackson, in his correspondence with the secretary of war
did not fail to notice the conduct of the “Corsairs of
Barrataria,” who were, as we have already seen, employed in the
artillery service. In the course of the campaign they proved,
in an unequivocal manner, that they had been misjudged by the
enemy, who a short time previous to the invasion of Louisiana,
had hoped to enlist them in his cause. Many of them were killed
or wounded in the defence of the country. Their zeal, their
courage, and their skill, were remarked by the whole army, who
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could no longer consider such brave men as criminals. In a few
days peace was declared between Great Britain and the United
States.
The piratical establishment of Barrataria having been broken up
and Lafitte not being content with leading an honest, peaceful
life, procured some fast sailing vessels, and with a great
number of his followers, proceeded to Galvezton Bay, in Texas,
during the year 1819; where he received a commission from
General Long; and had five vessels generally cruising and about
300 men. Two open boats bearing commissions from General
Humbert, of Galvezton, having robbed a plantation on the
Marmento river, of negroes, money, &c., were captured in the
Sabine river, by the boats of the United States schooner Lynx.
One of the men was hung by Lafitte, who dreaded the vengeance
of the American government. The Lynx also captured one of his
schooners, and her prize that had been for a length of time
smuggling in the Carmento. One of his cruisers, named the
Jupiter, returned safe to Galvezton after a short cruise with a
valuable cargo, principally specie; she was the first vessel
that sailed under the authority of Texas. The American
government well knowing that where Lafitte was, piracy and
smuggling would be the order of the day, sent a vessel of war
to cruise in the Gulf of Mexico, and scour the coasts of Texas.
Lafitte having been appointed governor of Galvezton and one of
the cruisers being stationed off the port to watch his motions,
it so annoyed him that he wrote the following letter to her
commander, Lieutenant Madison.

To the commandant of the American cruiser, off the port
of Galvezton.
Sir — I am convinced that you are a cruiser of the navy,
ordered by your government. I have therefore deemed it
proper to inquire into the cause of your living before
this port without communicating your intention. I shall
by this message inform you, that the port of Galvezton
belongs to and is in the possession of the republic of
Texas, and was made a port of entry the 9th October
last. And whereas the supreme congress of said republic
have thought proper to appoint me as governor of this
place, in consequence of which, if you have any demands
on said government, or persons belonging to or residing
in the same, you will please to send an officer with
such demands, whom you may be assured will be treated
with the greatest politeness, and receive every
satisfaction required. But if you are ordered, or should
attempt to enter this port in a hostile manner, my oath
and duty to the government compels me to rebut your
intentions at the expense of my life.
To prove to you my intentions towards the welfare and
harmony of your government I send enclosed the
declaration of several prisoners, who were taken in
custody yesterday, and by a court of inquiry appointed
for that purpose, were found guilty of robbing the
inhabitants of the United States of a number of slaves
and specie. The gentlemen bearing this message will give
you any reasonable information relating to this place,
that may be required.
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Yours, &c.
J. LAFITTE.

About this time one Mitchell, who had formerly belonged to
Lafitte’s gang, collected upwards of one hundred and fifty
desperadoes and fortified himself on an island near Barrataria,
with several pieces of cannon; and swore that he and all his
comrades would perish within their trenches before they would
surrender to any man. Four of this gang having gone to New
Orleans on a frolic, information was given to the city watch,
and the house surrounded, when the whole four with cocked
pistols in both hands sallied out and marched through the crowd
which made way for them and no person dared to make an attempt
to arrest them.
The United States cutter, Alabama, on her way to the station off
the mouth of the Mississippi, captured a piratical schooner
belonging to Lafitte; she carried two guns and twenty-five men,
and was fitted out at New Orleans, and commanded by one of
Lafitte’s lieutenants, named Le Fage; the schooner had a prize
in company and being hailed by the cutter, poured into her a
volley of musketry; the cutter then opened upon the privateer
and a smart action ensued which terminated in favor of the
cutter, which had four men wounded and two of them dangerously;
but the pirate had six men killed; both vessels were captured
and brought into the bayou St. John. An expedition was now sent
to dislodge Mitchell and his comrades from the island he had
taken possession of; after coming to anchor, a summons was sent
for him to surrender, which was answered by a brisk cannonade
from his breastwork. The vessels were warped close in shore; and
the boats manned and sent on shore whilst the vessels opened
upon the pirates; the boat’s crews landed under a galling fire
of grape shot and formed in the most undaunted manner; and
although a severe loss was sustained they entered the breastwork
at the point of the bayonet; after a desperate fight the pirates
gave way, many were taken prisoners but Mitchell and the
greatest part escaped to the cypress swamps where it was
impossible to arrest them. A large quantity of dry goods and
specie together with other booty was taken. Twenty of the
pirates were taken and brought to New Orleans, and tried before
Judge Hall, of the Circuit Court of the United States, sixteen
were brought in guilty; and after the Judge had finished
pronouncing sentence of death upon the hardened wretches,
several of them cried out in open court, Murder — by God.
Accounts of these transactions having reached Lafitte, he
plainly perceived there was a determination to sweep all his
cruisers from the sea; and a war of extermination appeared to
be waged against him.
In a fit of desperation he procured a large and fast sailing
brigantine mounting sixteen guns and having selected a crew of
one hundred and sixty men he started without any commission as
a regular pirate determined to rob all nations and neither to
give or receive quarter. A British sloop of war which was
cruising in the Gulf of Mexico, having heard that Lafitte
himself was at sea, kept a sharp look out from the mast head;
when one morning as an officer was sweeping the horizon with his
glass he discovered a long dark looking vessel, low in the water,
but having very tall masts, with sails white as the driven snow.
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As the sloop of war had the weather gage of the pirate and could
outsail her before the wind, she set her studding sails and
crowded every inch of canvass in chase; as soon as Lafitte
ascertained the character of his opponent, he ordered the
awnings to be furled and set his big square-sail and shot rapidly
through the water; but as the breeze freshened the sloop of war
came up rapidly with the pirate, who, finding no chance of
escaping, determined to sell his life as dearly as possible; the
guns were cast loose and the shot handed up; and a fire opened
upon the ship which killed a number of men and carried away her
foretopmast, but she reserved her fire until within cable’s
distance of the pirate; when she fired a general discharge from
her broadside, and a volley of small arms; the broadside was too
much elevated to hit the low hull of the brigantine, but was not
without effect; the foretopmast fell, the jaws of the main gaff
were severed and a large proportion of the rigging came rattling
down on deck; ten of the pirates were killed, but Lafitte
remained unhurt. The sloop of war entered her men over the
starboard bow and a terrific contest with pistols and cutlasses
ensued; Lafitte received two wounds at this time which disabled
him, a grape shot broke the bone of his right leg and he received
a cut in the abdomen, but his crew fought like tigers and the
deck was ankle deep with blood and gore; the captain of the
boarders received such a tremendous blow on the head from the
butt end of a musket, as stretched him senseless on the deck
near Lafitte, who raised his dagger to stab him to the heart.
But the tide of his existence was ebbing like a torrent, his
brain was giddy, his aim faltered and the point descended in the
Captain’s right thigh; dragging away the blade with the last
convulsive energy of a death struggle, he lacerated the wound.
Again the reeking steel was upheld, and Lafitte placed his left
hand near the Captain’s heart, to make his aim more sure; again
the dizziness of dissolution spread over his sight, down came
the dagger into the captain’s left thigh and Lafitte was a
corpse.
The upper deck was cleared, and the boarders rushed below on the
main deck to complete their conquest. Here the slaughter was
dreadful, till the pirates called out for quarter, and the
carnage ceased; all the pirates that surrendered were taken to
Jamaica and tried before the Admiralty court where sixteen were
condemned to die, six were subsequently pardoned and ten
executed.
Thus perished Lafitte, a man superior in talent, in knowledge
of his profession, in courage, and moreover in physical
strength; but unfortunately his reckless career was marked with
crimes of the darkest dye.
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 January 1, Wednesday: The Reverend John White of Dedham got married with Delia Jane Holcomb Dwight, 
daughter of Seth Dwight of Utica, New York.

The lawyer brothers Harry and Robert Sedgwick, recent immigrants to New-York from Massachusetts, spent 
New Year’s Day making social calls. Harry would describe his round of social calls in a letter to his fiancee 
Jane Minot in Boston, dated January 1, 3, and 4, 1817, that is now in the Sedgwick Family V Papers at the 
Massachusetts Historical Society:

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 1st of 1st M D 1817 / The day has been very fine & 
pleasant, & nothing in any respect has occured to obstruct a 
considerable degree of enjoyment, saving a want of life, but of 
that, a degree has been vouchsafed, tho’ unmerited. I have many 
things to be thankful, among which I have procured some 
provision today, sufficient to last sometime & tho my means are 
small, yet thy [they] are not Such as to render my circumstances 
difficult -& I have abundant cause to TRUST in the Lord who hath 
thus far evidently cared for me & many time opened ways where 
there hath none appeared & may these favors be acknowledged by 
increased dedication & faithful obedience. -
Sally Easton spent the evening with us21

After church which is out at half past twelve and before dinner
at three, you are expected to call on all your friends and
everywhere to get a glass of wine and a cookie (small cake). You
cannot stay at any one place more than three minutes. It is as
if all the town gave wedding parties.... The custom I think is
a very excellent and delightful one, though somewhat fatiguing.
Everybody is delighted to see you, and kind feelings are
everywhere promoted. We finished our rounds or rather exhausted
our time at a quarter past three having made more than thirty
visits in every part of the city. There were still several
omissions which [Robert] very much regretted.

21. Stephen Wanton Gould Diary, 1815-1823: The Gould family papers are stored under control number 2033 at the Division of 
Rare and Manuscript Collections of Cornell University Library, Box 7 Folder 12 for August 24, 1815-September 25, 1823; also on 
microfilm, see Series 7

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

This silhouette of Stephen Wanton Gould exists in Box 14, Folder 7 in the special collections of Cornell Library. I also have it as a high-quality .tiff file.
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 January 2, Thursday: The initial issue of the Vienna Allgemeine Musik Zeitung. 

George Gordon, Lord Byron wrote amusingly to John Murray describing the sexual morals of the 
Mediterranean clime — if a woman limits herself to her husband plus one lover, she is considered virtuous; 
if she takes two, three, or more lovers, she might be considered a little wild; only when she becomes 
indiscriminately profuse, or forms “a low connexion, such as the Princess of Wales with her courier,” will she 
be considered to have overstepping the modesty of marriage.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 2 of 1 M / Meeting pretty well attended, -a short 
offering - leanness was my companion. —

 January 3, Friday: Publication of the Adagio, Variations and Rondo on “The Pretty Polly” op.75 for piano by 
Johann Nepomuk Hummel was announced in the Wiener Zeitung. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 3 of 1 M / Some days ago Sister Ruth turned her Ancle & 
hurt it exceedingly. Dr Sweet has this day examined it & 
pronounced one bone broken & one cracked - The poor thing 
suffered exceedingly in the opperation of setting, but it now 
appears to be streight & by a few days confinement in bed, I am 
in hopes she will be more comfortable but she has a long 
suffering time of lameness to look forward to - She has my 
sympathy & pitty to the very heart —
This Afternoon David Buffum Rec’d a letter from Wm Rotch Jr Which 
mentioned the Decease of our friend Ed ELISHA THORNTON in New 

Maintaining the Princess-of-Wales Tradition
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Bedford last 3rd day

 January 4, Saturday: In Rome, Canone finito a4 by Giacomo Meyerbeer was performed for the initial time, 
for Lous Spohr. 

 January 5, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 5th of 1st M / Our Morning meeting was well attended & 
father Rodman, D Buffum & H Dennis were engaged in lively 
testimonys. — father again appeared in the Afternoon. -
Set the evening at home. — It has been but a poor Day with me. 
leaness my companion.
Wrote to my Mother. —

 January 7, Tuesday: William Jones organized the 2d Bank of the United States.

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE JANUARY 7TH, 1817 AND ITS 
EXPECTATIONS AT ALL ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY IN WHICH 
THE FUTURE IS QUITE UNKNOWN (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW, 
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST). 

THERE WAS NO WAY AT THIS POINT THAT ANYONE COULD KNOW THAT 
THE INITIAL TWO YEARS OF THIS BANK WOULD BE SO DISASTROUS 
THAT, IN 1819, THE BANK WOULD OF NECESSITY BE RESCUED AND 

REORGANIZED AND REFINANCED BY LANGDON CHEVES.

 January 9, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 9th of 1st M 1817 / Owing to an engagement I was under 
I was not at Meeting today. — My H has a severe Cough upon her 
& was also absent. — John has also had a hard Cough & Cold, which 
he had had upon him for about two weeks he is better today than 
Yesterda but his case give me some uneasiness. —
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 January 10, Friday: The head and torso of the statue known then as “younger Memnon” arrived at Rosetta in 
the Nile delta.

The Reverend Timothy Dwight who had written about his visits to New England, and in particular, about his 
visit to Concord, by this point was president of Yale College, and was dying.

He said to Benjamin Silliman, Sr., Yale’s professor of Chemistry:

Professor Silliman has testified to us that he responded to this deathbed declaration with the question:

Whereupon the Reverend Dwight indicated that:

(Which is, of course, how it is that we have the above material as rendered in THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMAGINATION by Lawrence Buell.)

At the turn of the nineteenth century the indefatigable regional
traveler Timothy Dwight, who never mentioned Walden Pond, declared
that “from the plains of Concord will henceforth be dated a change
in human affairs” (TRAVELS IN NEW-ENGLAND AND NEW-YORK, ed. Barbara Miller
Solomon [Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1969], I: 280). This unshakable faith
in the centrality of the Concord battle to the historical and
spiritual landscape of Concord is reflected in Emerson’s “Concord
Hymn” and again in Thoreau’s WEEK but parodied in WALDEN’s dismissal
of Fourth of July celebrations (WALDEN, pages 160-61) and its mock-
heroic account of the battle of the ants (“there is not the fight
recorded in Concord history, at least, if in the history of America,
that will bear a moment’s comparison with this” [WALDEN, page 230]).
Thoreau knew very well, as did Emerson when he saluted Concord’s
“embattled farmers” (with just a faint trace of condescension,
however?) that “the fight in Concord history” was mythically the
great exemplum of American military valor generally. Whereas WEEK
memorializes the Concord battle in a conventional way, WALDEN sets the
tone for a counter-cultural definition of what counts as local sacred
space.

I do not seem to have any directions, except as to
publication of books.

What manuscripts shall be published?

I should wish these travels of mine.

TRAVELS IN NEW ENGLAND AND NEW YORK, the first two volumes of which were published in 1820 and the last two volumes of which were published in 1821.
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 January 11, Saturday: Timothy Dwight died.

Newspapers were reporting that it had been found to be a bad idea, to have abandoned the original horizontal-
red-and-white stripe layout of the US flag, and that the government was intending to reinstate and stick with 
the original thirteen-stripe pattern:
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 January 12, Sunday: Allegra, Claire Clairmont’s illegitimate daughter by George Gordon, Lord Byron, was 
born at Bath (at first her mother called her “Alba”).

In Naples the Real Teatro di San Carlo was reopened 11 months after having burned to the ground. 
The inaugural work was the premiere of Simon Mayr’s melodramma allegorico Il sogno di Partenope to words 
of Lampredi, composed for the birthday of King Ferdinando I.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 12 of 1 M / A few words spoken in the Life at meeting 
in the forenoon - Silent in the Afternoon & to me a Season of a 
little favor — Attended the funeral of two men the Capt & Mate 
of a vessel who were brought in from sea Dead — They were four 
days ago Killed by lightnening - none of the other hands hurt - 
a very remarkable circumstance, while I stood by the graves & 
saw them deposited I thought while their friends at home were 
in anguish at their sudden privation it must yeald them Some 
consolation that they were decently committed to the earth & not 
consigned to a Watery grave. The consideration of their very 
sudden removal in full strength & vigor of life affected me 
almost to weeping. —
Cousin Henry Gould & wife set the evening with us. —

 January 13, Monday: Carl Maria von Weber arrived in Dresden from Berlin to take up his position as 
kapellmeister. 

 January 14, Tuesday: The head and torso of the statue known then as “younger Memnon” was unloaded in 
Alexandria port.

Pierre-Alexandre Monsigny died in Paris at the age of 87.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 14th of 1st M / Sister Ruth has this day had the Bandage 
removed from her foot & a plaster put on it appears to be doing 
well & I am in hopes she will in the course of a few weeks be 
able to resume her school. —
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Rec’d letters this eveng from Mother & Aunt Stanton which gave 
an Acct. of their welfare. This was a pleasing circumstance as 
there has lately been a fire near them & they narrowly escaped 
being burned out. —
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 January 15, Wednesday: The Reverend Leonard Withington got married with Sophie Sherburne. The couple 
would produce 3 sons, William Sherburne Withington, Leonard Withington, Jr., and George Aspinwall 
Withington.

The American Colonization Society had been in existence for less than a month when more than 3,000 
members of Philadelphia’s black community crammed the Reverend Richard Allen’s Bethel African 
Methodist Church at 125 South 6th Street in order to express their distress at its agenda to pack them off 
to another continent, such as Africa:

An 11-member committee including Absalom Jones, Richard Allen, James Forten, and Russell Parrott was 
appointed to broadcast their inalienable right to remain in the USA not only on the basis of the announced 
principles of this republic, but also on the basis of their heritage of work, suffering, and enslavement.

Our ancestors were, though not from choice, the first
cultivators of the wilds of America, and we, their
descendants, claim a right to share in the blessings
of her luxuriant soil which their blood and sweat
manured. We read with deep abhorrence the unmerited
stigma, attempted to be cast on the reputation of the
free people of color.... We declare that we will never
be separated from the slave population of this
country....

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 January 16, Thursday: Carl Maria von Weber learned that he had not been appointed kapellmeister in 
Dresden, but instead music director, an inferior position. When he immediately resigned, the King of Saxony 
ruled that he might take the higher position. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 16th of 1st M / It has snowed most of the Day, our Meeting 
was small a few words spoken. - To me it was a good time, a 
season of favor for which I desire to be thankful

 January 17, Friday: Lieutenant Francis Hall, having visited President Thomas Jefferson at Monticello, left 
Richmond, Virginia heading toward Charleston, South Carolina.

The negrero Eugene, an armed Mexican schooner, was captured while attempting to smuggle slaves into the 
United States (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress, 1st session II, No. 12, page 22).

 January 19, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 19th of 1st M 1817 / Our morning meeting was not very 
large but a solid & to some present a favor’d season David Buffum 
& Father Rodman were very lively in communication - In the 
Afternoon H Dennis & father were concerned, & to me it was a day 
of favor.
John & my H have not sufficiently recovered from their Colds & 
were not out at meeting. -

 January 20, Monday: Boston chimney-sweep Daniel D. Britton was put in jail for having stolen chickens.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 20 of 1st M / Rec’d letters this evening from Mother & 
Aunt Stanton which gave me account of their usual health —
Sister Eliza spent the day & evening with us —

 January 21, Tuesday: At St. Denis in Paris, a setting of the Requiem by Luigi Cherubini was performed for 
the initial time, for the anniversary of the death of Louis XVI.

The 1st advertisement for the new dry goods store of Stebbins and Mason appeared in the Savannah Gazette 
(Edward Stebbins had made Lowell Mason a partner). 

 January 23, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 23rd of 1st M / Our meeting pretty well attended a few 
words deliverd in the first - In the last (Preparative) Seth 
Kelley of Mendon preposed his intention of Marriage with Eunice 
Earl & Stephen Chase of Swansey proposed his intentions of 
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Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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Marriage with Mary Bowen. —

 January 24, Friday: James Outein of Gloucester, 19 years of age, was drowned at sea.

In Brazil, António de Araújo de Azevedo, conde da Barca replaced Fernando José de Portugal e Castro, 
marques de Aguiar as Secretary of State (prime minister) of Portugal.

 January 24, Friday: Lieutenant Francis Hall arrived at Charleston, South Carolina, where he would be either 
horrified or amused (you can take your pick) by the sophistry of the arguments presented to him by local white 
men in defense of black servitude (“it is necessary”; “it is for the best”; “this is the real world”; “it is for the 
good of the negroes”; “they tell me they appreciate it”; “it is superior to any other real possibility”; plus every 
other analysis with the solitary exception of “this arrangement of affairs sure is making life pleasant for me as 
a white man”).

At this point Friend Paul Cuffe, persuaded that American blacks would never be allowed to be full citizens, 
was hoping that they might fare better back in Africa, farther away from white prejudice. As a merchant he of 
course had an interest in nurturing trade between Africa and black American businessmen. He was intrigued 
by the idea of converting Africa to Christianity. In 1810 and 1811 he had sailed to Sierra Leone, a British 
colony that had been functioning as a haven for poor blacks from London, and for the black Loyalists of Nova 
Scotia who despaired of ever being allowed to succeed there. In 1815 and 1816 he had made a successful 
voyage to Sierra Leone with 38 colonists from the United States. In 1816 Robert Finley had contacted him in 
regard to plans to form an American Colonization Society and Cuffe had greeted the idea with enthusiasm. 
Soon the new ACS had contacted James Forten, a black businessman with a sailmaking business in 
Philadelphia, to recruit colonists from the vicinity of Philadelphia. Prominent Americans such as Henry Clay, 
John Randolph of Roanoke, and Justice Bushrod Washington were members of the American Colonization 
Society during its early years. Many free African-Americans, however, including those who had supported 
Paul Cuffee’s efforts, were wary of this new organization. They were concerned that it was dominated by 
Southerners and slave holders and that it excluded blacks from membership. Most free African-Americans of 
course would prefer to remain in the land which had been the context of their lives all their lives. Forten and 
Cuffe were close friends and Forten often looked after Cuffe’s Philadelphia business interests. He was a 
supporter of Cuffe’s colonization schemes, and the two men had corresponded on this topic. On January 15, 
1817, Forten and other black leaders had called a meeting at Bethel to discuss the ACS and the idea of 
colonization and the church had been packed by almost 3,000 black men. After the Reverends Richard Allen, 
Absalom Jones, and John Gloucester spoke in favor of immigrating to Africa, Forten called for those in favor 
to say “yea,” but there was not a single “yea” from the assembled men. The “no,” however, seemed “as it 
would bring down the walls of the building.” Forten wrote to Cuffe on January 25, “there was not one sole 
[sic] that was in favor of going to Africa.” The common people were well aware that the covert agenda of this 
new organization was 1.) to rid this nation of its strongest opponents to slavery, the free blacks and 2.) to ease 
the white people’s fear of servile insurrection. Forten described this awareness to Cuffe as “They think that 
the slave holders wants to get rid of them so as to make their property more secure.” Instead, the assembly 
voted a series of unanimous resolutions. “Whereas our ancestors (not of choice) were the first cultivators of 
the wilds of America, we their descendents feel ourselves entitled to participate in the blessings of her 
luxuriant soil.... Resolved, That we never will separate ourselves voluntarily from the slave population in this 
country; they are our brethren by the ties of consanguinity, of suffering, and of wrongs....” A committee of 
twelve formed in opposition to the covert agenda of the ACS, and James Forten became chairman. The 
Reverends Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, and John Gloucester, who had been so caught off guard by the 
unanimous opposition of the majority, were in this committee. Some of them, especially James Forten, 
privately believed that colonization was a workable idea, but were willing to unite with the majority in 
opposing the ACS. At a meeting of a respectable portion of the free people of color of the city of Richmond, 
on Friday, January 24, 1817, William Bowler was appointed chairman, and Lentey Craw secretary. A 
preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted and ordered to be printed: “Whereas a Society has been 
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formed at the seat of government, for the purpose of colonizing, with their own consent, the free people of 
color of the United States; therefore, we, the free people of color of the city of Richmond, have thought it 
advisable to assemble together under the sanction of authority, for the purpose of making a public expression 
of our sentiments on a question in which we are so deeply interested. We perfectly agree with the Society, that 
it is not only proper, but would ultimately tend to the benefit and advantage of a great portion of our suffering 
fellow creatures, to be colonized; but while we thus express our approbation of a measure laudable in its 
purposes, and beneficial in its designs, it may not be improper in us to say, that we prefer being colonized in 
the most remote corner of the land of our nativity, to being exiled to a foreign country — and whereas the 
president and board of managers of the said Society have been pleased to leave it to the entire discretion of 
Congress to provide a suitable place for carrying these laudable intentions into effect — Be it therefore 
Resolved, That we respectfully submit to the wisdom of Congress whether it would not be an act of charity to 
grant us a small portion of their territory, either on the Missouri river, or any place that may seem to them most 
conducive to the public good and our future welfare, subject, however, to such rules and regulations as the 
government of the United States may think proper to adopt.”

 January 25, Saturday: France formally reoccupied Senegal, taken by Britain in 1809.

La cenerentola, ossia La bontà in trionfo, a dramma giocoso by Gioachino Rossini to words of Ferretti after 
Perrault, was performed for the initial time, in Teatro Valle, Rome. The evening was a disaster because the 
singers failed to comprehend the music.

 January 26, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 26 of 1 M / Our meetings were both rather small, the 
weather being a little unfavorable. A short testimony in the 
morning - silent in the Afternoon. — Hannah & John both out, the 
first time in several weeks

 January 27, Monday: In the Théâtre Feydeau of Paris, Les rosières, an opéra comique by Louis Joseph 
Ferdinand Hérold to words of Théaulon de Lambert, was performed for the initial time, on the eve of the 
composer’s 26th birthday. It was very successful. 

 January 28, Tuesday: One of the thick glass windows of a coach was smashed as it carried his Royal Highness 
George Augustus Frederick, Prince-Regent of Great Britain, away from the opening of Parliament (there 
would be some speculation that an air pistol had been employed and that the person discharging this device 
had been hidden in a park tree). This was of course treason but, with no other information turning up, no-one 
would be drawn and then hanged and quartered.

 January 30, Thursday: Carl Maria von Weber opened the German Opera in Dresden with Etienne-Nicholas 
Méhul’s Joseph. This was a great success, particularly with the king. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30 of 1st M / Our friend David Harkness from Peru Vermont 
attended Meeting & was largely poerfully & very acceptably in 
testimmony, & supplication. — In the last (Monthly) Seth Kelley 
& Eunice Earl, & Stephen Chase & Mary Bowen published their 
intentions of Marriage — At the close of the meeting David 
Harkness was again very powerfully engaged in testimony & 
particularly addressed the Youth. —
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E Dennis B Pearce & P Hale dined with us. —

 January 31, Friday: In Theater-an-der-Wien, Vienna, a prelude and chorus for Grillparzer’s play Die Ahnfrau 
by Johann Nepomuk Hummel, was performed for the initial time. 

 February: Father Jean Lefebvre de Cheverus reported to the Vatican that “The Socinian heresy has many 
followers here, under the name of Unitarians, among the Protestant ministers, in the University of Cambridge 
[Harvard College], etc.”

 February: Mayo Greenleaf Patch, convicted of the passing of counterfeit money, entered the Massachusetts 
State Prison in Charlestown.

FEBRUARY
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 February: Abraham Lincoln, age 7, shot a wild turkey but suffered such great remorse that he would never 
hunt again (except the hunt of human beings known as war, which was just fine).

 February: George Gordon, Lord Byron finished MANFRED.

 February: Charlotte Newman and Mary Ann James were sentenced to the gallows, for forgery. Friend 
Elizabeth Fry began a campaign to have these women reprieved (ultimately her efforts would prove 
unsuccessful and they would be executed).

WOMEN HANGED IN ENGLAND DURING 1817

Date Name Age Place of execution Crime

24/02 Sarah Perry Newgate Murder of child

05/03 Elizabeth Fricker Newgate Burglary

15/03 Elizabeth Witing Lincoln Castle Murder

21/03 Ann Statham 28 Stafford Murder

14/04 Ann Hawlin Warwick Murder of child

26/07 Elizabeth Warriner Lincoln Castle Murder

17/10 Margaret Crossan 50 Ayr Arson
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 February 2, Sunday: Heinrich Alois, Count Reigersberg replaced Maximilian Joseph, Count Montgelas as 
President of the Council of Ministers of Bavaria.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 2nd of 2 M / In the forenoon Meeting father Rodman was 
largely concerned in Testimony & D Williams read the London 
Epistle for the past Year—- Silent in the Afternoon —- James 
Rogers formerly of Pembroke Massachusetts now of Peru Vermont 
took tea with us, also Eunice Earl — This evening wrote a letter 
to my fr D Smith of Bolton to go by Ja Rogers who expects to 
return home by the way of Bolton. —

 February 5, Wednesday: Percy Bysshe Shelley met John Keats and John Hamilton Reynolds at supper with 
Leigh Hunt.

France introduced a new electoral law limiting franchise and increasing the power of the middle class.

 February 6, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 6th of 2nd M 1817 / Our Meeting was small & silent I 
know not when I have had a more completely lifeless meeting - 
the Tiller was gone & my mind drove to & fro as the natural 
inclination was drawn - I labor’d a little to overcome but was 
not able to get on the spot I wished. —
Those who are abesent at the Quarterly Meeting have a fine time. 
- the weather is Cold but is Clear & wholesome—

 February 9, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 9th of 2 M / In the morng a few words at meeting - In 
the Afternoon Silent — To me seasons of but little proffit. —
The day was stormy - Set the evening at home. —

 February 10, Monday: The Delaware Society for Promoting American Manufactures was established at 
Wilmington.

Four months after Johann Nepomuk Hummel had begun working for him, King Wilhelm I of Württemberg 
signed a contract with Hummel.

 February 11, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Joint 
Resolution for abolishing the traffick in Slaves, and the Colinization [sic] of the Free People Of Colour of the 
United States.”

“Resolved, ... That the President be, and he is hereby
authorized to consult and negotiate with all the governments
where ministers of the United States are, or shall be
accredited, on the means of effecting an entire and immediate
abolition of the traffick in slaves. And, also, to enter into a
convention with the government of Great Britain, for receiving
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into the colony of Sierra Leone, such of the free people of
colour of the United States as, with their own consent, shall
be carried thither....
“Resolved, That adequate provision shall hereafter be made to
defray any necessary expenses which may be incurred in carrying
the preceding resolution into effect.” Reported on petition of
the Colonization Society by the committee on the President’s
Message. HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress, 2d session, pages 25-7,
380; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress, 2d session, No. 77.

(We don’t have a record that anything came of this.)

 February 12, Wednesday: While on their way from Rome to Milan, Gioachino Rossini and his friend 
Marchése Francesco Sampieri stopped off in Spoleto and caught a performance of L’Italiana in Algeri. They 
sat in the orchestra, Sampieri playing harpsichord and Rossini bass.

A South American army under José de San Martín defeated Spanish and loyalist forces at Chacabuco north of 
Santiago, Chile.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 12th of 2 M / This evening met with a considerable number 
of men at the Church School House & form’d ourselves into a 
Society for the Relief of the Poor & entitled ourselves the 
Relief Society we chose Edw Brinley President, Thos H Mumford 
Secretary & appointed a committee of eight, of which number I 
was one, to superintend the affairs of society for the present 
Year & hope thro’ the Benevolence of the Public to be enabled 
to do some good among the poor. a considerable number of very 
respectable inhabitants seem to be well engaged in the subject 
& some of them of the wealthy class. —

 February 13, Thursday: As the revolutionary army arrived in Santiago, the royal government of Chile was 
boarding ship at Valparaiso. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 13 of 2 M / Our Meeting in course today was silent but 
to me a season of some favor - after it was the adjournment of 
the Moy [Monthly] Meeting, at which Seth Kelley & Eunice Earl & 
Stephen Chase & Mary Bowen received their answer & a meeting 
appointed at 3 OC This Afteroon for them to accomplish their 
marriage - The Meeting this afternoon was very large & Our fr D 
Buffum was engaged in a lively testimony, then the couples were 
married & both performed well

 February 14, Friday: Bernardo O’Higgins was named Supreme Director of Chile. 

 February 16, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

SLAVERY
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1st day 16th of 2 M / Morng Meeting silent - In the Afternoon a 
few words to me season of reflection, serious reflection & I 
trust proffitable. — eveng at home. —

 February 17, Monday: Baltimore made itself the 1st United States city to be lit by gas streetlights. 

 February 20, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 20th of 2 M 1817 / Meeting rather small, but pretty well 
considering the Walking. -

 February 22, Saturday: Lieutenant Francis Hall sailed from Charleston harbor, returning toward England.

 February 23, Sunday: Percy Bysshe Shelley, Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley, William Shelley, and 
Claire Clairmont traveled to Marlow.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 23rd of 2 M / Meetings both small - walking very bad - 
a few words in the Afternoon - Set the eveng at home employed 
in writing to my Beloved Micajah Collins

 February 24, Monday: The lookout aboard the Union, returning to Salem harbor with a cargo of Sumatran 
pepper and of tin, after midnight sighted the Thatcher’s Island light through a thick snowstorm, and the ship 
tacked to pass north of it. But should there be one light, or two? Perhaps this was instead the Boston light, and 
if so they should be steering to the south of it! During the second-guessing, Captain William Osgood gave a 
command to helm down, and then the ship was unable to regain her course and rammed hard aground on the 
northwest point of Baker’s Island. Although all hands would survive, the beaches of Baker’s Island would be 
littered with salt-spoiled peppercorns, and scavengers would be salvaging an occasional box or tin for months 
to come.22

Friend Elizabeth Fry wrote in her journal:

I have lately been occupied in forming a school in Newgate for
the children of the poor prisoners as well as the young
criminals, which has brought much peace and satisfaction with
it; but my mind has also been deeply affected in attending a
poor woman who was executed this morning. I visited her twice;
this event has brought me into much feeling by some
distressingly nervous sensations in the night, so that this has
been a time of deep humiliation to me, this witnessing the effect
of the consequences of sin. The poor creature murdered her baby;
and how inexpressibly awful now to have her life taken away.
...
Newgate Prison and myself are becoming quite a show, which is a
very serious thing. I believe that it certainly does much good

22. When Nathaniel Bowditch had attempted this same feat on December 25, 1803,  he had gotten away with it cold. But 
not just everybody could pull off the stuff that Bowditch could pull off!
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to the cause in spreading amongst all ranks of society a
considerable interest in the subject, also a knowledge of the
Society of Friends and of their principles.

 February 26, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 26 of 2 M / This Afternoon rode with cousin Shadrack 
Chase to Portsmouth & spent the Afternoon & evening with his 
Mother & Sisters — found them comfortable but alass - never did 
I so fully realise the meaning of the word miss - tho’ I have 
lost near & dear friends yet it seemed to me that I never missed 
one so much as I did from his place, as my late much loved Cousin 
Z Chase - I missed him from his seat at The Corner of the 
fireplace, when the door opened, his smiling countenance did not 
appear with it, & in the evening his conversation was lacking 
to make the visit, as my visits have been to that house my whole 
life long. - he has gone & I doubt not is in a better world, & 
it remains for us who survive to prepare for the Great change 
which he has passed thro’. — Next Morning cousin Shadrack & wife 
took me to meeting in the Sleigh it was a severe Snow Storm & 
we suffered considerably before we got to the Meeting house, but 
there was a considerable of a gathering - the first sitting was 
silent - in the last we had but little buisness - Rode home with 
Richard Mitchell & dined. Then walked home. The walking was 
sliper, which with a cold Rain falling, made it quite tedious. —

 March: It was probably during this month that Percy Bysshe Shelley began writing LAON AND CYTHNA; OR, 
THE REVOLUTION OF THE GOLDEN CITY: A VISION OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. IN THE STANZA OF SPENSER. This 
would be completed sometime during the month of September.

In this month, or perhaps in April, Samuel Taylor Coleridge published his 2d “Lay Sermon.”

 March: When Friend Elizabeth Gurney Fry and Friend Joseph John Gurney pled with the Home Secretary to 
spare the life of Harriet Skelton, a maidservant to a solicitor who, under pressure from her husband, had passed 
forged banknotes, Lord Sidmouth warned the House of Commons that these reformers were dangerous since 
the effect of their reforms would be to “remove the dread of punishment in the criminal classes.” This was, in 
every sort of way, a clash between defenders of “Restorative Justice” and advocates of “Retributive Justice” 
(and we all know that the mean-souled usually triumph in that sort of contest of spirit). The prisoner would be 
escorted to the Newgate gallows as per schedule.

MARCH
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 March 1, Saturday: Congress passed an act giving to the people of the western portion territory of Mississippi 
the right to organize a state government. By another act the territory was divided, the eastern portion being 
erected into the territory of Alabama, of which William W. Bibb was appointed governor. The constitution 
formed for the state of Mississippi gave the right of suffrage to all white male adult residents of the state. A 
property qualification was requisite to hold the office of governor, or to be a member of the legislature. The 
legislature was denied any power to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves without the consent of their 
owners, or paying an equivalent for them; nor laws to prevent immigrants, bringing with them persons deemed 
slaves by any of the states, as long as similar persons were held in slavery by the laws of the state. Grand juries 
were dispensed with in the trial of slaves, and petit juries in all but capital eases.

Muzio Clementi’s Gradus ad Parnassum was published simultaneously in London, Paris, and Leipzig.

Publication of Thirty Rounds for Piano Forte by William Crotch was entered at Stationers’ Hall, London.

 March 2, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 2nd of 3 M / At Both Meetings we had the company of Jesse 
Hains & his Companion Nathan Sharpless from Pennsylvania,. They 
had been from home near a Year, have visited Canada & the eastern 
Quarters of the Yearly Meeting - They came very unexpectedly to 
all we had not heard of their being in this neighborhood till 
we found them at meeting. Jesse is apparantly one of the true 
Ministers of the day. sound deep & clear, very searching, & with 
all attended with that power in an eminent degree which shook 
the minds of the opposers & luke warm, thro’ the preaching of 
George Fox & some of his cotemporaries [sic] -
Meetings were as well attended as could be expected considering 
the Walking which was very slipery & wet. —
Set the evening at home & employed it in writing to my friend 
Hannah Pope of Baltimore

 March 3, Monday: The eastern part of the Mississippi Territory was split off to form the Alabama Territory, 
with its capital at St. Stephens near Mobile, Alabama.

Congress appointed John Quincy Adams as commissioner to examine and report on the subject of Weights 
and measures in the United States, and also as to the desirableness of adopting the French system, or some 
similar one. During the years 1819 and 1820, Adams had the standards employed in the various custom-houses 
examined, and, in a table accompanying his report, presented in 1821, showed the discrepancies that existed 
in the different states. He reported unfavorably to the French system, and recommended a more exact 
conformity with the English system.

President James Madison vetoed a permanent fund for roads and canals.

POEMS was John Keats’s initial publication.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 3 of 3 M 1817 / This Afternoon finished & put in the 
Office a letter which I begun several weeks ago to my frd Hannah 
Pope - & rec’d one from My dear Mother & Aunt Stanton dated 25 
ult.-
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 March 4, Tuesday: Inauguration of James Monroe as 5th President of the US.  Delivery of his 1st Inaugural 
Address. President Monroe moved into the incomplete reconstructed White House in Washington DC, or 
“President’s House” as it was then called, and would import for it some stylish furniture purchased in Paris. 
Meanwhile, in England, Habeas Corpus was being suspended (until February 1818), and opposition 
journalists were fleeing or facing imprisonment.

Salma Hale was elected as a Democratic-Republican to the 15th Congress (until March 3, 1819; he would 
oppose the Missouri Compromise).

When a secret parliamentary committee reported that in its view, insurrection was imminent, habeas corpus 
was suspended in Britain.

Friend Elizabeth Gurney Fry wrote about her day in prison, and about capital punishment:

I have just returned from a most melancholy visit to Newgate,
where I have been at the request of Elizabeth Fricker, previous
to her execution [for robbery] tomorrow morning, at eight
o'clock. I found her much hurried, distressed, and tormented in
mind. Her hands cold, and covered with something like the
perspiration preceding death, and in an universal tremor. The
women who were with her said she had been so outrageous before
our going that they thought a man must be sent for to manage
her. However, after a serious time with her, her troubled soul
became calmed. But is it for man thus to take the prerogative
of the Almighty into his own hands? Is it not his place rather
to endeavour to reform such; or restrain them from the
commission of further evil? At least to afford poor erring
fellow mortals, whatever may be their offenses, an opportunity
of proving their repentance by amendment of life. Besides this
poor young woman, there are also six men to be hanged, one of
whom has a wife near her confinement, also condemned, and seven
young children. Since the awful report came down, he has become
quite mad, from horror of mind. A strait waistcoat could not
keep him within bounds: he had just bitten the turnkey; I saw
the man come out with his hand bleeding, as I passed the cell.
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 March 5, Wednesday: George Back became a “passed Admiralty midshipman” (whatever that might be) 
aboard the HMS Bulwark. This vessel would remain at the port of Chatham.

Uriah Phillips Levy was commissioned a Lieutenant in the US Navy.

 March 6, Thursday: According to BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD, 
MASSACHUSETTS (Groton, 1894),  William Ward of Groton and Rebecca Barrett of Concord got married 
before the Reverend Ezra Ripley.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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5th day 6 of 3 M / Last evening news came of the decease of Mary 
L Almy daughter of Chrsto & Lydia Almy. She was at Glcester on 
a visit to her relations there was taken sick & died in a short 
time he afflicted parents have returned to town. — The 
particulars of her conclusion I have not understood. -
At meeting a few words were spoken, tho’ my mind was tossed about 
a degree of favor experienced. —

 March 7, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 7 of 3 M / My mind has for a number of days been 
remarkably shut out from good - tho’ I have both when I first 
awoke in the morning & at our pause at meals as well as many 
other times endeavored to raise a sigh in prayer for help, yet 
all was hard & good was not at my command, however having often 
experienced such seasons, & sometimes found them the precursor 
of better times, even so in measure it proves now - This morning 
I have felt a revival, my heart tendered, & enabled to ask for 
help
This eveng visited the house of mourning Christo & Lydia Almy 
have buried their daughter Mary, she was absent at Gloucester 
where she was taken ill with the Thypus fever & died They got 
to her about 17 hours before she left time - they found her in 
the use of her reason with which she was favor’d to the last - 
Their acct was interesting & deeply instructing to my mind. — 

 March 8, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 8th of 3rd M 1817 / This Afternoon Our frd Philip Dunham 
& Warren Gifford, accompanied by Henry Knowles from Narragansett 
came to our house took tea & set the evening & staid all night 
with the exception of Henry who went to J Mitchells —

 March 9, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day [Quarterly Meeting?] / At meeting in the morning Philip 
was concerned in testimony & felt out the condition of divers 
present — They all dined with us. — In the Afternoon Warren was 
twice on his feet, was powerful & searching. — their testimonies 
were comforting to me & I can truly say I was thankful for the 
visit — They took tea with father Rodman & Went to Richd 
Mitchells to lodge expecting to go home tomorrow. —
I have been long acquainted with Philip & as long has been a 
brother beloved. —
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 March 10, Monday: About 5,000 workers gathered in Manchester to march to London to present grievances 
to the Prince-Regent. They were protesting the downturn in the textile industry after the Napoleonic wars, and 
the suspension of habeas corpus. They would get as far as Stockport before being dispersed by the authorities. 
Because they were carrying their blankets with them, they would go down in history as “blanketeers.”

 March 12, Wednesday: John Cashman was hanged before the gun shop he had looted in London during the 
disturbances the previous December 2d. His case had become a cause celebre because he had been wounded 
9 times in the Royal Navy, and had been unable to make his way in the post-war world after being denied his 
back pay and prize money by the Admiralty. Working class people saw him as one of themselves wronged by 
the establishment, and thronged to bear witness during his execution.

 March 13, Thursday: When Henry Phillips, who had murdered Gaspard Denegri near Roebuck Tavern, was 
hanged on Boston Neck, he was allowed to hold a handkerchief with the agreement that he would drop it when 
he was ready for the trap to be sprung.

After the cap was drawn over his eyes, he sang a song of three
verses, dropped the handkerchief, and was launched into
eternity.23

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 13th of 3 M / Very unexpectedly at meeting today we had 
the Company of Obadiah Davis & Ruth his wife - Ruth first 
appeared in a long & solemn testimony to parents & Youth & 
related the circumstances of the death of a young woman in their 
neighborhood who left time a few days ago in a sweet frame of 
mind, who expressed that many times when her parents rstrained 
her from the ways of the World, she thought them hard. but she 
was then fully sensible they were right & that it was their Duty 
so to do - Obadiah followed her in very impressive terms to a 
considerable length - Ruth then appeared in solemn supplication 
& Obadiah wound up in a few words, excellently — It was a close 
searching time & I have no hesitation in saying that the Lords 
mighty power was felt among us & some minds were shaken by it. 
-My state was remarkably spoken & I have no doubt many others 
were 6th day 14th of 3rd M 1817 / This day John is five years 
old -he is a smart little fellow & I devoutly hope he may make 
a GOOD Man - I have no greater desire for him, even tho’ he 
should be blessed with great riches without RELIGION, they are 
nothing.— This Afternoon Sister Ruth came down to see us & will 
stay all night. The first time she has been out since she broke 
her leg - I can but feel a degree of thanksgiving that she has 
thus comfortably got along. — My Spirit has been (particularly 
this Afternoon) feelingly touched & prayers begotten that I may 
increase in dedication

 March 14, Friday: At about this date, Percy Bysshe Shelley’s PROPOSAL FOR PUTTING REFORM TO THE VOTE 
appeared.

At some point during this year Shelley wrote, in a letter to a friend: 

23. Edward H. Savage’s POLICE RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS OR BOSTON BY DAYLIGHT AND GASLIGHT FOR TWO HUNDRED 
AND FORTY YEARS, issued in 1873.
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It is impossible to know how far the higher members of the
Government are involved in the guilt of their infernal agents.
But this much is known, that so soon as the whole nation lifted
up its voice for parliamentary reform, spies went forth. These
were selected from the most worthless and infamous of mankind,
and dispersed among the multitude of famished and illiterate
labourers. It was their business to find victims, no matter
whether right or wrong.

 March 15, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 15 of 3 M / Geo Engs & Wife & Edw W Lawton & wife took 
tea & set the evening with us

 March 16, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 16 of 3 M / Our Morning meeting was a precious season 
to me, soon after I took my seat my mind became solemnized & 
secret aspirations arose for help which was vouchsafed - a few 
words were expressed by father R - I felt again a revival in the 
Afternoon, but not as fresh as in the morning. father again 
concerned in a few Words. -
We took tea at Aunt Nancys & my H & Sister R set the evening 
there. I walked out & called at C Almys & D Williams & there set 
most of the evening -

 March 17, Monday: After five days during which mourners filed by the casket to pay their respects, “a vast 
multitude” followed the remains of the hanged John Cashman to the cemetery of Stepney Churchyard.

Francis Lemuel Capen was born in Sterling, Massachusetts.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 17 of 3 M / This morning Sister Ruth went home having 
past 3 night & 2 day [Monday]s very acceptably with us, & we 
are thankful she is so far restored as to be able to get about 
again

4th day 19th of 3rd M / My mind has of late been favord to witness 
the solemnizing influence of the spirit of Life flow thro’ it, 
& desires raised that the clensing opperation may be thoroughly 
preformed. -
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 March 20, Thursday: Johann Simon Mayr was elected to the Ateneo of Bergamo.

Eliza Ann Melvin was born in Concord to Charles Melvin (1) and Betsy Farrar Melvin. In 1844 she would get 
married with William W. Gage. She would relocate from Concord to Woburn MA. In about 1849 her sister 
Maria Melvin would come to Woburn to visit and find work, and would meet there and get married with 

George Kimball.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 20 of 3rd M / Our meeting was silent & if my feelings 
were correct there was a remarkable solemn covering over us - 
to me it was a good time tho’ it might have been better — This 
evening my mind has been raised & this language has prevailed 
“Evermore give me this bread” 
Rec’d a letter from Jos Mitchell. —

 March 21, Friday: Charles Henry Shattuck was born in Concord, Massachusetts, 1st child of Daniel Shattuck 
and Betsey Miles Shattuck.

Rochesterville, New York was incorporated (including the village of Frankfort, which it annexed, its 
population was 700 — eventually this would all become Rochester). Francis Brown was elected the 1st mayor. 
A mill was being built on Water Street. This spring, floods would damage the business section. In this year 
Elisha Johnson and Orson Seymour would lay out a subdivision on the east bank of the Genesee River. Austin 
Steward, a freed black man, was opening a meat market on West Main Street (local white competitors would 
deface his business signs with black paint, but eventually this would cease).

Edward Scrantom, a white abolitionist who had helped the freed Austin Steward with his belated education, 
would later comment upon this incident:

...the outrage and indignity offered you in Rochester, by white
competitors on no other ground than that of color.24 I saw your
bitter tears, and recollect assuring you — what afterwards
proved true — that justice would overtake the offenders, and
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that you would live to see these enemies bite the dust!

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd M 21 1817 6th day / I have been favor’d with the precious 
incomes of love & life this morning, much to my consolation. —
How precious it is to feel the Streams to flow after a season 
of dearth in the mind, it excites gratitude, & oh that it may 
continue. —

 March 22, Saturday: In the Teatro San Carlo of Naples, Mennone e Zemira, a dramma per musica by Simon 
Mayr to words of Rossi, was performed for the initial time. 

 March 23, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 3 M 23rd / In our forenoon Our frd D Buffum was concerned 
in a lively & excellent testimony, beginning with the Steward & 
pointed out his duty particularly impressed the necessity of the 
improvement of the talents whether 5.2 or one after dwelling in 
a lively & instructive manner on the subject he made a general 
application to the whole Audience — Father had a short testimony 
& the meeting ended — In the Afternoon our friend Valentine 
Meader & his companion Jos Battey were with us having taken 
Portsmouth Meeting in the morning - Valentine was favord in 
testimony which seemed to me like a simple pure brooke by the 
way. — Our meetings today were both the best I have witnessed 
in some months. Soon after taking my seat in the morning I felt 
the pure life & solemnity to rise & spread over the meeting. - 
In the Afternoon I experienced rather more of a labor but was 
enabled to get near to good at Last - for all this I desire to 
be thankful. — Set the evening at home.—

 March 24, Monday: Pennsylvania issued a charter to Alleghany College.

 March 25, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 23 [sic] of 3 M / My Aged friend D Buffum called to see 
me this forenoon (as he frequently does) The conversation turned 
on religious subjects & was to me an interesting opportunity. 

24. The indignity spoken of was this: Mr. Steward had established a grocery and provision store on Buffalo Street, in a part of Abner 
Wakelee’s building, opposite the Eagle Hotel. He put up his sign, a very plain and proper one, and at night, some competitors, whom 
he knew, as well as he could know anything which he could not prove, smeared his sign with black paint, utterly destroying it! 
But the misguided men who stooped to such an act –the victims of sensuality and excess– have years ago ended their journey, 
and passed to the bar of a higher adjudication.
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I believe that both of us felt divine good to be near. —

 March 26, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 26th of 3 M / My condition was sometimes past indeed on 
the Barran mountains & desolate hills, but of late I have had a 
renew’d visitation of heavenly regard & been enabled to lift up 
my head a little — I have this day At Several times & 
particularly this evening been favor’d with Sweet feelings & oh 
that they may continue with me. —

 March 27, Thursday: Chancery Court denied to Percy Bysshe Shelley custody of his children by Harriet 
Westbrook Shelley, Ianthe Shelley (age 31/2) and Charles Shelley (age 2).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 3 M / Monthly Meeting in Town. - In the first 
meeting we had two testimonys Viz D B & C R — it was a Season 
of labor to me —In the last we had no buisness of much importance 
- No one came home to Dine with us tho’ I asked an unusual 
number, all previously engaged

 March 28, Friday: Percy Bysshe Shelley and Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley spent their first night in 
Albion House, their permanent home while at Marlow.

 March 30, Sunday: Lieutenant Francis Hall sighted the welcome hills of his own country.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 30 of 3 M 1817 / Silent meetings both of them hard times 
to me & I believe some others — I called in the eveng at Br D 
Rodmans & set a little while with Sister E who is keeping House 
for Joanna, she being out of Town on a visit — also called at 
father Rs where I met Jonathon Swain from Nantucket - he has 
been about town several days & seems like a clearer friend

 March 31, Monday: The British Parliament outlawed meetings that were “seditious.”25

25. Here’s a guideline for you folks to take seriously: it’s seditious if we consider it seditious, uh-huh.
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 Spring: In Yunnan, China, the famine due to the eruption of Mount Tambora continued, and high in the Val 
de Bagnes of Switzerland the new lake behind the ice dam that had formed below the Giétro Glacier continued 
to threaten despite engineer Ignaz Venetz's efforts to induce this impounded water to drain (this ice formation 
would collapse catastrophically on June 16, 1818).

The pirate Louis Michel Aury, who was recognized by Mexico as its resident commissioner at Galveston 
Island, was away from the island convoying the filibustering expedition of Francisco Xavier Mina to the 
Santander River, and the pirate Jean Lafitte was undermining the skeletal “government” he had left behind.

 April: William Blackwood, a publisher from Edinburgh, started Blackwood Magazine, a monthly periodical 
(under its original name, Edinburgh Monthly Magazine), as a Tory-supporting rival to the Whig-supporting 
magazine Edinburgh Review. The 1st editor of the magazine was John Lockhart, who would lead the 
campaign against what he deemed the “Cockney School of Poetry,” particularly the poetry of James Henry 
Leigh Hunt and William Hazlitt. Although a Tory periodical, Blackwood’s would eventually support the work 
of the radical poets Percy Bysshe Shelley and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. (This magazine would cease 
publication in 1980.)

 April 2, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 2nd of 4th M 1817 / For some days past I have had a 
severe conflict with the enemy - during which the expressions 
of Jesus Christ to Peter was forcibly revived in my rememberance 
to my consolation & help — “Satan hath desired to have thee to 
sift thee as Wheat - but I have prayed for thee that thy faith 
fail not”— The importance of a mediator with God was never more 
fully in my view & the recollection tendered my heart. —

5th day 3 of 4 M / Our meeting was pretty well attended & I have 
no doubt was a comfortable season to some present - The forepart 
of it was to me, but dwindled before the close
One communication which I thought sound —

 April 6, Easter Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 6th of 4th M / Meetings were pretty well attended - in 
the morning a short testimony by father Rodman - in the Afternoon 
Silent

 April 10, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 10 of 4th M / Before meeting I had an interesting visit 

SPRING 1817
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from my frd D Buffum who related some of the exercises of his 
Youth - while he was here Cousin Ann Greene came in from 
Connanicut who has come over to attend Meeting, being seven 
Months since she was over & feelingly regretts being unable to 
get to meetings - I hope that way will open for friends to hold 
a meeting on that Island the ensuing summer. —
At meeting father Rodman appeared in a short but impressive 
testimony & to me it was a good Meeting tho’ not all the time 
as much abstracted from the World as I could wish
Rec’d this morning a letter from mother which mentions that her 
health is about as usual —

 April 11, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 11th of 4 M 1817 / Called this forenoon to see the Widow 
Dorcas Potter as I have done Several times of late. found her 
very weak & feeble but sitting up an end on the bed conversed 
with a strong voice & wished me to point to her the passage of 
Scripture where Christ healed the sick woman who had been bowed 
down for 18 Years with infermity, & also a passage which she 
said Doctor Wales used often to repeat - where it was said “Simon 
Simon Satan hath desired to have you to sift you as wheat - but 
I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not, neither of which 
passages I could readily turn to tho I had read them both within 
a week or two — I expressed the comfort I had felt on a late 
reading of the latter passage that Christ had prayed for us that 
our faith fail not - after conversing a little while with her I 
came away with an evidence of sweetness attending my mind. —

 April 12, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 12 of 4 M / This morning about half after 8 OClock the 
nurse sent for me to come up to the Widow Potters & when I got 
there found she had left time about a quarter of an hour before 
I got there, which surprised me much. - She had rested as well 
as usual last might but was more unwell this morning & left time 
quietly & without much apparent struggle. — As executor to her 
will I have been very buisy in preparing for the 
funreal[funeral] &c.

 April 13, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 13 of 4 M / Our meetings were both Silent & very well 
attended. - Aftermeeting [sic] In the Afternoon with D Rodman & 
J Weeded went down to J Dennis & after tea we made out Answers 
for the next Moy [Monthly] Meeting -
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 April 14, Monday: Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “Remorse” was again staged.

At the Hoftheater of Dresden, Incidental music to Müllner’s play König Yngard by Carl Maria von Weber was 
performed for the initial time.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 14th of 4th M 1817 / With my H attended the funeral of 
Dorcas Potter, when I went into the room & found no friend there 
& a considerable many of other societies among whom were Wm 
Patten & a number of his society, I felt no small degree of 
weight to fall upon me, for I believed it right to give them an 
example of Silence - for sometime after taking my seat I felt 
some emotion but was favor’d to get quiet & experience a degree 
of favor, & the gathering was very quiet which I concluded to a 
good degree of Satisfaction as respected myself - -after the 
corpse was inter’d in the common burying ground I returned to 
the house & took tea after which father Rodman came in & read 
the Will of the deceased. —
While we were absent at the funeral Henry Ridgeway of Waterford 
(Ireland) called to see us & left his name with Dr Hazard. on 
inquiry This evening, I found he left town immediately for 
Providence which I regret - having had some acquaintance with 
him last fall & felt an esteem for him

 April 15, Tuesday: After federal funding had been denied, the New York Legislature created a fund for the 
construction of the Erie, Champlain, and Hudson Canal. Ground was 1st broken at Rome on the 4th of July, 
and it would be completed on the 26th of October, 1825.

The institution which would become the American School for the Deaf was founded in Hartford. This was the 
first American school for those who could not hear. (Many schools available, of course, for those Americans 
who would not hear.) It had been in the early years of the 19th Century that the Reverend Thomas Hopkins 
Gallaudet of Hartford CT had tried to teach Alice Cogswell, the deaf daughter of a surgeon. The Reverend 
Gallaudet had then visited the French National Institution for Deaf-Mutes and persuaded Laurent Clerc to 
come to the United States. On the 52-day voyage back across the Atlantic, Gallaudet had helped Clerc with 
English while Clerc had helped Gallaudet with sign language. Clerc was himself a tolerant man, but he would 
die in 1869 and his successors would not be tolerant, they would be “oralists” of the stamp of Horace Mann, 
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Sr. who would attempt to intercept the teaching of sign language to the deaf.

The impaired were to be forced to learn to make sounds even if the sounds which they produced were just 
awful because they themselves could not hear these sounds. Their speaking teacher would not need to know 
anything about sign language and would not need to have any previous experience with deaf children, any 
more than a teacher would have needed to have previous experience with idiots before attempting to manage 
them. The impaired would be forced to “learn to read lips” even if the best that could ever be achieved by “lip-
reading” techniques due to the inherent ambiguity of mouth shaping was the understanding of but one sentence 
in ten. It would become a discipline problem, it would become a matter of training in obedience. Eventually, 
during our own lifetimes, if these children were caught trying to sign to each other behind their speaking 
teacher’s back, the teacher was instructed to draw lines upon their offending hands with a ruler.

 April 16, Wednesday: The Principality of Birkenfeld was created in personal union with Oldenburg.

According to the Concord Town Record, “Joseph Hayward ye son of Simeon Heyward and Rebeckah his wife 
was Born aprill ye 16 day 1715”

 April 17, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 17 of 4 M / At meeting Anne Greene appeared in a Living 
Prayer - In the forepart of the meeting my mind was exceedingly 
incumbered with things of the world & while sitting & perceiving 
that the World was “on top” & that I was unable of my self to 
effect a change of mind tho’ I labord for it - I felt a 
lamentation over my condition. The concerns of the Widow Potters 
Estate had so occupied my attention for several days past that 
they here stuck fast to me. - but tho’ [through] Divine help 
when cousin Anne knelt in Supplication I experienced my mind 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

raised above those cumbering things & life rose to my comfort & 
was favor’d with an uncommonly degree of solidity in the 
preparative meeting. — The queries were answered & a lamentable 
case of intemperate use of spirituous liquor was adverted to but 
in which labor has been bestowed. —

 April 19, Saturday: The Vermont Republican published a notice of a reward of $100 for the apprehension of 
10 deserters from Fort Moreau, and the commandant served notice that he would prosecute any person who 
“may procure or entice any person to desert.” Future desertions were to be announced by three discharges of 
cannon in quick succession.

 April 20, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 20 of 4 M 1817 / At Meeting this forenoon Our fr D Buffum 
was concern’d in a lively sound & pertinent testimony & I have 
no doubt that Some were lead to reflect on the importance of 
christianity, who at some time in their lives were not in the 
habit of it. — In the Afternoon we were Silent. —

 April 24, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 24th of 4 M / I had concluded yesterday that I could not 
go to Portsmouth to attend the Moy [Monthly] Meeting held there 
to day in consequence of the pressure of my own buisness, which 
is much behind owning to the many concerns which devolved upon 
me in discharging the duties of an Executor to the widow Potter, 
besides which I am looking towards the Quarterly Meeting to be 
held at Greenwich next week which renders it necessary to attend 
& get things in readiness to leave behind - & even if this had 
not been on the Wheel I hardly think I should have attempted to 
have gone to Portsmouth as it is a violent South East Storm of 
wind & Rain. — My mind is however much with my brethren now 
assembled or perhaps assembling (as it is not yet eleven OClock) 
at Portsmouth meeting house. —Several concerns is like to come 
before them in which I feel interested, particularly Jamestown 
meetings. I should be glad to lend my feeble aid in helping the 
few friends on that Island, again to sit together, in a meeting 
capasity, & I feel as much concern for those who are not members 
who would be likely to sit with them, from belief that Some among 
them feel the privation almost as much as friends

 April 25, Friday: According to the Concord Town Record, “Elisabeth Harwood ye wofe of Nathaniel 
Harwood Her Husband Dyed Aprill ye 25 day 1715”

 April 26, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 26 of 4 M 1817 / Exceedingly occupied in disposing of 
the household furnature of Dorca Potter at Vendue
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 April 27, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 27 of 4 M / Both our meetings silent & pretty well 
attended - John Williams son of Obadiah arrived in Town Several 
are very Sick at Portsmouth, the throat Distemper is prevalent. 
Isaac Chases Daughter Mary is very low with it — Isaac Almy son 
of Holder is also very low with a fever. —

 April 28, Monday: On this day and the following one, an Exchange of Notes Relative to Naval Forces on the 
American Lakes, the Rush-Bagot Agreement. Great Britain and the United States would begin to limit naval 
forces on Lake Erie and gradually demilitarize the border between the United States and Canada — we were 
on our way to creating that object of great pride, the longest undefended border on this planet. The two nations 
began to remove their armed vessels of war from the Great Lakes waterways with the exception of specified 
and agreed formations for law enforcement and border maintenance.

 April 29, Tuesday: George Gordon, Lord Byron began to travel toward Rome (he would arrive on May 26th).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 29 of 4 M / At half past 11 OClock this morng took passage 
with the friends to Greenwich Quarterly Meeting we were six 
hours & three quarters on the Water but the time passed 
pleasantly when we got to our old friends John Caseys we found 
him very glad to see us & we lodged there — 4th day morng I took 
Chaise & went to the fulling mill factory with Sister Mary & 
Susan Proud which was a pleasant little excursion for Mary as 
she was never from home so far before. — Called at Cousin Wanton 
Caseys - Dined at John Caseys. — took tea at Wanton Caseys & 
Mary with me where I lodged 2nd day [Monday] after breakfast 
called to J Casey where I saw several old friends - then at James 
Greenes after taking a dish of tea with him — we went to meeting 
—James & Peter Hoxie were several times on foot. no other 
preachers —In the last meeting After the Queries were Answer’d 
- Peter Hoxies concern was considered to visit some parts of New 
York Yearly Meeting - which after much weighty deliberation was 
refer’d to next Quarterly Meeting. — Thomas Anthony was Brought 
forward as a minister from Greenwich Monthly Meeting the case 
united with & forwarded to the Yearly Meeting, which was the 
chief buisness that concerned us. Dined at John Caseys — took 
tea with father Rodman & lodged at Wanton Caseys. —

 April 30, Wednesday: Edward Jesse was promoted from 4th-ranking to 3d-ranking commissioner of hackney 
coaches at Windsor Palace.
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 Late April or May:  On his hike back from Canada, William Apess reached the area of Groton, Connecticut.

 May: Samuel Joseph May graduated from Harvard College.

MAY
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 May:  Six months pregnant, Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley had completed the manuscript for her story 
of the horror of giving birth to monstrous deformity: FRANKENSTEIN; OR, THE MODERN PROMETHEUS.26

26. It is a common literary stratagem, to obscure one’s source by the tactic of the inversion of gender. For another example: 
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 May: The log of the ship Leonidas out of New-York harbor for Havre in France, under the command 
of Asa Swift, includes a report of a sighting of a mermaid-like creature at latitude 44 degrees, 6 degrees north: 
“at two P.M. on the larboard quarter, at the distance of about half the ship’s length, saw a strange fish. Its lower 
parts were like a fish; its belly was all white; the top of the back brown, and there was the appearance of short 
hair as far as the top of its head. From the breast upwards, it had a near resemblance to a human being and 
looked upon the observers very earnestly; as it was but a short distance from the ship, all the afternoon, we 
had a good opportunity to observe its motions and shape. No one on board ever saw the like fish, before; all 
believed it to be a Mermaid.” The second mate of the vessel, a Mr. Stevens, later recounted that the face was 
nearly white, and exactly like that of a human person; that although its hands resembled human hands they 
were on arms that were only about half length, and that from below its short arms it was all fish, from head to 
tail appearing to be about five feet. While intently regarding the ship close alongside, it would rise out of the 
water about two feet, and remain in such a posture ten or fifteen minutes, and then dive and appear on the 
opposite side.

This is of course P.T. Barnum’s famous Fejee Mermaid, as depicted in his autobiography, and as advertized in the New-York papers.
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 May: Through marriage with Ann Hutchinson Smith, daughter of Thomas Rhett Smith (1768-1829), a planter 
in St. Bartholomew Parish, and Anne Rebecca Skirving Smith, William Elliott acquired control over at least 
five slave plantations in Colleton District: Balls (1,083 acres) in St. Bartholomew Parish, Social Hall, the 
Bluff, and Middle Place (totalling approximately 3,400 acres) near the Ashepoo River and Chehaw Creek, and 
Pon Pon, later called Oak Lawn (1,750 acres) on the Edisto River. He also owned Myrtle Bank plantation on 
Hilton Head Island, Bee Hive and Hope tracts on the Edisto River, Ellis, Shell Point, The Grove, and Bay Point 
plantations in Beaufort District, as well as Farniente, a mountain house in Flat Rock, North Carolina, and 
houses in Beaufort and Adams Run. William Elliott and Ann Hutchinson Smith Elliott would be the parents 
of nine children: William Elliott (1818-1832), Thomas Rhett Smith Elliott (died 1876), Ann Elliott (1822-
1916), Mary Barnwell Elliott (1824-1900), Caroline Phoebe Elliott (1827-1862), Emily Elliott (1829-1889), 
William Elliott (1832-1867), Ralph Emms Elliott (1834-1902), and Harriett Rutledge Elliott (1838-1869).

 May 2, Friday: At the Scuola Musicale of Bergamo, Arianna e Bacco, a cantata for solo voices, chorus and 
orchestra by Johann Simon Mayr, was performed for the initial time.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day This morning after taking leave of my Aged cousin Abigail 
Casey, cousin Wanton & his wife & amiable children - we went to 
John Caseys where we pretty much all collected that were going 

Nonvoting Americans on a Beaufort, South Carolina plantation
(each person worth 5/8ths of a federal vote, to the local white men of property)
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to Newport & at half past 8 OC were all on Packet Board & had a 
pleasant passage (tho’ a head Wind) of 4 hours & an half - I 
found our friends well - my H & John were glad of our return & 
had a comfortable dinner provided of which Abby Anthony & 
Benjamin Mott partook. —

 May 3, Saturday: Greatly depressed and highly agitated, Samuel Wesley went to stay with his mother. He so 
worried his sister Sarah that she hired a person to watch him.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 3rd of 5 M 1817 / We learn this morning that Isaac Almy 
son of the late Holder Almy departed this life at Portsmouth 
about 7 OC last evening. —

 May 4, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 4th of 5 M / About 1 OClock this morning my dear & much 
loved Cousin ALICE CHASE departed this life at her residence in 
Portsmouth her disorder was the Throat Distemper or Canker Rash, 
which terminated very quick. She was taken while I was absent 
at Quarterly Meeting. — with the removal of her dear father the 
chain of happiness as respects myself was broken in that family 
& now another link is gone, Alass! we shall all soon be gone — 
I have loved her from childhood & I believe our love was 
reciprocal - & on my part will be remembered while I live
Our morning meeting was silent & rather small Several gone to 
Portsmouth to attend I Almys funeral & some to Connannicut on 
the committee to open the Meeting.

 May 6, Tuesday: Deluding himself into supposing that he was being chased by creditors sent by his ex-wife, 
Samuel Wesley seriously injured himself by leaping from an upper window of his mother’s house. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 6th of 5 M 1817 / Sylvester Weeks & Benjamin Mott dined 
with us, they with Benja Freeborn are waiting in town as 
arbitrators in a difficulty between Rowland Hazard & Thos R 
Williams. - the evidence got over about Dinner time & they are 
setting on the case at the Meeting House this Afternoon. —

 May 7, Wednesday: Ayahito replaced Tomohito as Emperor of Japan. 

 May 8, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 8 of 5 M / Our meeting was small & silent & our quietude 
somewhat disturbed in consequence of the noise of Drums &c about 
town — Yesterday was Election Day but the Governor was not 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

declared till this morning a circumstance which has not occured 
before in many years.

 May 9, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 9 of 5 M / The Arbitrators in the case of R H & T R W 
this morning produced their award, the T should pay R $300 
dollars in six months - which I hope will terminate controversy 
between them.

 May 10, Saturday: Johann van Beethoven signed an agreement to make large payments to her brother-in-law 
Ludwig van Beethoven for the support of her son Karl.

 May 11, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 11 of 5 M / The remains of Hannah Brayton aged 95 Years 
widow of Francis Brayton & Mother of Robert Brayton were carried 
to our forenoon Meeting & after meeting were inter’d in the Upper 
Burying ground in the Medow field - She was not a member of our 
Society, but was carried to meeting by request of her son who 
with his mother were friendly people & attenders of meetings -
Father Rodman & David Buffum both preached
In the Afternoon we were Silent - Mother Rodman is quite Sick 
with the throat Distemper.

 May 12, Monday: William John Broderip joined the bar at Lincoln’s Inn. His practice would be on the western 
circuit. Soon he and Peregrine Bingham would begin reporting in the court of common pleas. (These reports 
would appear in three volumes from 1820 to 1822.)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 12 of 5 M / Mother Rodman is Better today her disorder 
assumes a favorable appearance & we hope her confinement will 
not be very long. - Went this evening with my H to see her. - 
her throat has been considerable sore & some fever hanging about 
her system. —

 May 13, Tuesday: The Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of Public Economy was formed at 
Philadelphia.

 May 14, Wednesday: Antonio Salieri was appointed the 1st director of the new Vienna Singakademie founded 
by the Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde. 
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 May 15, Thursday: The 1st private mental hospital in the United States, the Asylum for the Relief of Persons 
Deprived of the Use of Their Reason, began to admit patients in Philadelphia. During this initial year 19 
persons would be admitted. Isaac Bonsall was the hospital’s 1st superintendent. The facility’s name has since 
become “Friends Hospital.”27

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 15 of 5 M 1817 / A few words were spoken at Meeting wich 
I thought rather smaller than usual. There is considerable 
sickness about which prevents some. — Mother Rodman is better 
but Sister Eliza & Mary are confind with the throat Distemper —
Several Sent for the Doctor from Middletown this Morning. —Br. 
Isaac daughter Susan is very ill of a fever & her case doubtful.

 May 18, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 18 of 5 M / D Buffum was concerned in a lively testimony 
in the forenoon meeting in the Afternoon silent. —

 May 19, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 19 of 5 M / Our friends David Buffum & Jonathon Dennis 
sailed this morning for New York to attend the approaching 
Yearly Meeting. -

 May 22, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 22 of 5 M / Our meeting was well attended & I believe a 
comfortable time. - my mind was tossd about but an evidence of 
good felt. — No buisness on importance in the Preparative except 
to reappoint David Buffum Jr as Clerk for the Year ensuing —

 May 23, Friday: Having been stabilized after his delusional leap, Samuel Wesley was taken from his mother’s 
house to a temporary abode in Chapel Street, London to continue his therapy.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 23 of 5 M / My dear & Affectionate mother arrived this 
Morning about 10 OClock from New York after an absence from home 
of Seven Months & 23 day [Tuesday]s - & Aunt Stanton came with 
her. —

27. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF  NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American  
Psychological Association, 1994
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 May 25, Sunday: Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 14th birthday.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 25 of 5 M / At 8 OClock this morning went to the ferry 
with Richard Mitchell to go to Connannicut to attend the Meeting 
there before we set off we discovered a rope in the rigging was 
Stranded which occasioned some detention to splice it which was 
a favorable circumstance as before we got ready to set off 
Abigail Robinson came down to go over not knowing of our going 
- At Meeting Anne Greene & Abigail were concerned in lively 
testimonies, returned & Dined at Greenes, & came over the ferry 
again in good Season to attend our Afternoon Meeting which was 
silent
Sister Eliza took tea with us & set the evening. -

 May 26, Monday: George Gordon, Lord Byron arrived in Rome.

 May 28, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 28th of 5 M 1817 / Rode with Dr. Hazard to Cousin Chases 
this forenoon, got there as they were eating dinner, found 
cousin Elizabeth quite poorly & her mother feeble but about the 
house & pretty comfortable, Henry Chase & Lydia Cory rather 
poorly with the remains of the throat distemper — Alass how 
lonesome & changed did all things there appear to me. Since I 
was last there Cousin Alice removed to her long home, who was 
then in good health & bid fair for long life & almost the only 
prop to her aged mother. — I spent a little while in sympathy 
with these beloved cousins & then with the Doctor returned home 
& on our way called to see Rhoda Anthony who is quite poorly & 
probably in a declining state of health.

 May 29, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 29 of 5 M / Our first meeting was silent the buisness 
of the last (Moy [Monthly] Meeting) was pretty well conducted, 
a trying occurrence was expected but was averted - the overseers 
of Portsmouth Preparative Meeting were again proposed & 
reappointed by the Moy [Monthly] Meeting. —
Uncle Saml Thurston & wife. Eliza Freeborn Ann[?] Anthony Aunt 
Sarah Almy & Go Dennis Dined with us. —
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 May 31, Saturday: In the Teatro alla Scala of Milan, Gioachino Rossini’s melodramma La gazza ladra to 
words of Gherardini after d’Aubigny and Caigniez was performed for the initial time, and was “greeted with 
almost hysterical delight.” 

 June: George Gordon, Lord Byron, in Venice, began writing Canto IV of CHILDE HAROLD’S PILGRIMAGE.

 June: Rammohan Roy was occupied in translating the MANDUKYA UPANISHAD and the KATHA UPANISHAD into 
Bengali and in the establishment of a Hindu College when he was sued, by members of his family at the 
instigation of his mother Tarini Devi, who had become outraged at his intransigent opposition to their worship 
of Hindu idols, for control of their family estates.

 June 1, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 1 of 6 M 1817 / Our morning meeting was Silent & pretty 
well attended. In the Afternoon Betsy Purinton & her companion 
were at meeting having attended Portsmouth in the morning, 
Rebecca appeared in a few words - Betsy in testimony & 
supplication. — They went to father Rodmans to tea & to lodge & 
in the evening called with my H & John to set a little while 
with them —

 June 3, Tuesday: Samuel Wesley moved to Southend, where he would stay for a month while continuing to 
recover from his delusional leap. 

 June 4, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 4 of 6th M / This afternoon we took tea with our 
neighbour & friend Thos Hornsbey, in company with our old 
neighbours Saml Towle & his wife - This was a pleasant interview 
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& one which I suppose will be long remembered. —

 June 6, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 6th of 6th M 1817 / When I went out to open my shop this 
morning I saw our friend David Buffum coming up town having just 
landed from the Packet from New York — I was glad to see him & 
told him that as soon as I awoke & pretty much all the times I 
was dressing I was thinking of him. J Dennis had gone along 
before him to send in his Chaises for him & he came in & gave 
me a little account of the Yearly Meeting & of friends in the 
City of NewYork.

 June 8, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8 of 6 M / Went this morning to Connannicut with Jethro 
Mitchell to attend the Meeting there, he & myself being added 
to the committee for that purpose at last Moy [Monthly] Meeting 
- The gathering was small, & I thought the promise was 
experienced by us there “Where two or three are gathered in my 
name there am I in the midst of you”.- to me it was a comfortable 
season - After meeting we came immediately across the ferry & I 
got home just as my H was rising from the dinner table & found 
she had Kindly Saved a piece of Mackerell for me. —
Our Afternoon meeting at home, was silent & to me a good one. 
Aunt Stanton took tea with us & Mother Rodman added to the 
company in the evening

 June 9, Monday: Riots broke out in Derbyshire against unemployment and low wages.

In the Liceo of Bologna, Sinfonia concertanta by Gaetano Donizetti was performed for the initial time. 

 June 11, Wednesday: Publication of the Variations for Piano op.76 by Johann Nepomuk Hummel was 
announced in the Wiener Zeitung. 

 June 12, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 12 of 6 M / Benjamin Anthony an aged man & cripple was 
at meeting & preached a little - he is here from Cornwall state 
of N York on a visit to his relation he walks with 2 Crotches & 
is so lame that a chair was set in the Alley for him, his limbs 
are much drawn with The rheumaticsm - when he preached he Spoke 
sitting, & such was his helpless appearance as a man & Such the 
love & tenderness of expression that he excited sympathy by his 
appearance & raised life in my mind by his communication - it 
was to me a good meeting throughout. —
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 June 13, Friday: Timothy Leonard, the hermit of Hermit Pond in New Marlborough, Massachusetts, 
died alone in about his 70th year (New Marlborough is about 20 miles from Lenox).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th 13th of 6th M 1817 / This may be considered the beginning 
of Yearly Meeting. — A number of Friends have come - this 
Afternoon Jesse Kersey & several others came with a letter from 
OBrown to me requesting my attention to them — by previous 
arrangement I conducted Jessey & his companion to David Buffums 
& a young man from Philada to D Williams. - We have heard much 
tell of Jessey Kersey as a great preacher & good man. & I ma 
acknowledge that his looks are prepossessing —

 June 14, Saturday: John Foster Williams Lane, who would be one of David Henry Thoreau’s classmates at 
Harvard College, was born in Boston, the son of Frederick and Eliza (Bonner) Lane (the parents named their 
infant in honor of Revolutionary hero Captain John Foster Williams of Boston).

Cécile-Jules-Basile Gérard was born at Pignans, inland from the Mediterranean coast between Nice and 
Marseilles. The Hotel de Ville (town hall) there, dating to 1682, was the residence of the family, and their child 
would become the inspiration for the Alphonse Daudet character “Tartarin de Tarascon.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 14 of 6th M / Friends have come in but rather thinly our 
only lodgers to night are Luke & David Aldrich

 June 15, Sunday: President James Monroe would be outraged during his visit to the West Point Military 
Academy over the following several days, when he would discover through interviews with its faculty that its 
acting superintendent, Captain Alden Partridge of the Corps of Engineers, had been arbitrarily graduating the 
cadets without any examinations and without reference either to academic standing or to military ability. 
The President would replace the acting superintendent with Sylvanus Thayer and arrange a court martial, 
after which Captain Partridge would be resigning his commission.28

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day Our Meeting this forenoon owning to the very hevy rain 
that was falling & high wind blowing was not as large as common 
Jas Green delivered a sound zealous testimony & Jesse Kersey a 
very sound & very uncommonly highly finished testimony on the 
efficacy of divine light on the mind. - We forget from time to 
time but I believe I must pronounce it as the one of the most 
clear communications I ever heard
Mary Nafftal concluded in supplication
In the Afternoon Hannah Evans a woman from Philadelphia appeared 
in testimony then Jas Greene Jesse again on the subject of 
educating children &c. Our meetings were good ones. the 
Afternoon a little more unsettled than the morning. —

28. Partridge would never get over this. He would author, among other diatribes, pseudonomously in 1830 in Washington DC, a 28-
page pamphlet entitled THE MILITARY ACADEMY, AT WEST POINT, UNMASKED: OR, CORRUPTION AND MILITARY DESPOTISM 
EXPOSED. BY AMERICANUS.
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 June 16, Monday: Edward Jesse was promoted from 3d-ranking to 2d-ranking commissioner of hackney 
coaches at Windsor Palace.29

MANFRED by George Gordon, Lord Byron was published in London.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day In the forenoon the usual buisness was enterd upon. 
Epistles from all the Yearly Meetings were rec’d & read & in the 
Acct from Falmouth Quarter was observed a proposal to remove the 
Yearly Meeting - & a very good testimony from Westport Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting was read concerning our aged & truly honorable 
friend Jeremiah Austin - Many testimonies were delivered by our 
foreign brethren, particularly S Grellet I Thornm Jr Jesse 
Kersey &c &c 
In the Afternoon The answers to the Queries were attended to, 
under a solemn covering, which with the other subjects drew many 
observations from several friends from other Yearly Meetings. — 
The state of the African race & a right education of children 
were the principal subjects tho many of minor importance were 
touched upon & I was gratified to observe the life which rose & 
shone in our Aged brother Moses Brown as well Wm Rotch Jr Wm 
Almy Obadiah Davis & others of this Yearly Meeting. —
We have had much company today & have been favor’d to get along 
with rather more satisfaction at the close of the Day than 
common. —
Isaac Thorn & Ruben House are our lodgers with several others 
in addition to last night. —

 June 17, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day But one sitting today & that this Afternoon A testimony 
concerning Elisha Thornton rec’d was read from Smithfield Mo 
Meeting. The subject of education & the minutes of the Meeting 
for Sufferings were brought up & engaged the attention of the 
Meeting. — Many excellent testimonies were excited & divine good 
felt to be near. — The subject of removing The Yearly Meeting 
being called up a committee was appointed to consider of the 
subject & report to a future sitting. — a committee was also 
appointed to promote Subscriptions for the School. — We had 
about 25 at tea - & Mary Allen & Lydia Hadwin came in & had an 
opportunity of silence in which she preached sweetly

 June 18, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day Many communications were made this morning by our 
foreign friends, but the meeting was chiefly occupied on the 
subject of a proposistion from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting to 
appoint delegates from all the Yearly Meetings to report a 
uniform discipline. This was more a subject of debate than any 
that has occur’d in the course of the Meeting & my opinion, the 

29. This office had been created in 1694 and would be abolished on January 5, 1832.
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debate was not unproffitable. — The subject of the removal of 
the Yearly Meeting was reverted & the committee appointed was 
continued & others added to report their judgement next Yearly 
Meeting. —
In The Afternoon Epistles were presented to the Yearly Meetings 
with which we correspond & passed without much amendment — & the 
committee to raise Money for the Yearly Meeting reported that 
they had rec’d subscriptions for 3700 Dollars which with 3500 
Dollars that was conditionally subscribed by two friends made 
7200 Dollars the sum proposed to be raised by the meeting for 
Sufferings. — after the concluding minute was read - at the 
request of Mary Nafftal the shutters30 were raised & She had a 
solid testimony to bear. - Jesse Kersey Prayed & Mary took her 
leave of us. —
At tea we had Hannah Fisher & her children Wm Wharton & wife - 
Isaac Thorn & others to the number of about 30.— In the evening 
we had a setting Micajah Collins & Thomas Anthony -Isaac Thorn 
prayed fervantly for us all. —

 June 19, Thursday: In Bergamo, Concertino in G for english horn and orchestra by Gaetano Donizetti was 
performed for the initial time.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day Our Meeting today was large, attended by many of the 
great folks of the town, Mary Nafftal & Hannah Evans preached & 
Jesse Kersey was favor’d in testimony, much to the satisfaction 
of many if not all present - The gathering was very large. -Mary 
Evans concluded in supplication —
Mary Nafftal, Mary Lewis & Stephen Grellet, with Isaac Thorn & 
Ruben House Set the latter part of the Afternoon & took tea with 
us - M Nafftal seems to be a goodly old Woman, & Stephen a deeply 
concerned friend & related many interesting Anecdotes of his own 
travels in France Hayti, & Canada, with several of other peoples 
exercises which rendered this little visit useful to us as well 
as very gratifying to have their company. —
After dinner & in the course of the forenoon all our family left 
us us except Isaac & Ruben, we have had the company of 
interesting company - some in one way & some in another, & to 
me Luke Aldridge & his sister Sarah were not a little so. they 
both came in by convincement. —

 June 20, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day Isaac Thorn & R. House left us for Tiverton where they 
expect to be at meeting this day —I went down to the Packet at 
Banisters Wharf with Jesse Kersey & Ritchard Hartshorn where 
they found the Packet about going off, they took passage & saild 
about 9 OClock. —
In concluding this little (for it is but a little) account of 
the occurences of the Yearly Meeting - I feel thankful in 
acknowledging, that not withstanding we have had much company & 

30. The moveable barrier in the meetinghouse, to separate it into a men’s portion and a women’s portion.
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our appartments small to accomadate them in, yet my mind has in 
the midst of all been refreshed with fresh manifestations that 
good was near—. no grateing occurence has taken place & we moved 
on in our family with order, my dear H being well quallified to 
take the lead. & our Help viz. Mary Macomber & Martha Aleman 
were also of the best Kind, capable of getting the Meals in 
season & in the best manner this was a favor to my H as She was 
not confind so as to make her late at meeting or obliged to work 
so as to be fatigued when there.
My Mother Aunt Stanton & Cousin Martha Hazard set the Afternoon 
& took tea with us. —

 June 22, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 21st [sic] of 6th M 1817 / Hannah Evans & Hannah Shinn 
were at Meeting at Portsmouth today. —

 June 23, Monday: In Brazil João Paulo Bezerra replaced António de Araújo de Azevedo, conde da Barca as 
Secretary of State (prime minister) of Portugal.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

2nd day of 6 M / The above mentioned friends are at Connanicut 
Meeting today & expect tomorrow to be at S Kingston Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting. —
Our meeting in town was large & D Buffum was favor’d in a short 
but appropriate testimony - Afternoon Silent & pretty well 
attended
After tea took a walk with John up to David Williamss

 June 24, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

3rd day 24 of 6 M / Watched last night with ZMy old neighbor & 
friend Wm Langley, which has occasioned a havy day but more 
comfortable than common after a sleepless night
JOSEPH SISSON & his wife called thia Afternoon to set a little 
while with us, he is now in the 89 Year of his Age & she in the 
83 Year of her Age. They are yet smart intelligent old folks, 
he has had three wives & lived with the present one 64 Years, & 
their decendants, children, grandchildren, & great grand 
children amount to upwards of 90. They lived many Years on this 
Island but of latter time reside about 8 Miles from Providence. 
-They were intimate acquiantances of my Grandfather Stephen 
Wanton, & well remembere my predicessors on both side several 
generations back.
News was rec’d this Afternoon of the decease of Freelove Green 
an old neighbor who removed some years ago into the Back part 
of Pennsylvania with her Brother in law Nicholas P Tillinghast 
- so generations passawy & soon the present will be all gone, a 
few may remain who are now Young to tell some anecdotes of us 
like Jos Sisson & his wife & may they be instructive to future 
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generations

 June 26, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th day 26th of 6the M 1817 / Moy [Monthly] Meeting at Portsmouth 
- my mind was exercised in the morning about going & seem’d to 
turn on going tho’ much doubt remaining, yet made arrangements 
to go, but on going up stairs to put on some cloaths - My H 
mentioned that she was quite unwell, which determined me not to 
go - seldom has my feelings been more between the two drifts of 
going & not going — I knew that ELder Griffin was to be there & 
Hannah G Fields -yet I could find no particular concern that was 
to come before the meeting that clamed[sic] my Thought 
particularly — & as that was the case & feeling in no small 
matter to leave home when my buisness was behind hand, & pay 
$1.50 cents for chaise hire when I was in posssession of so 
little money, were circumstances that weighed heavily against 
it. — Yet to leave a meeting meerly under such circumstances was 
trying. After my H said she was unwell the point turned & I felt 
easy to stay at home, for I remembered the Moy [Monthly] Meeting 
of the 8th M 1810 when I went & when I returned found our son 
Caleb had died in my Absence — perhaps this & some other 
circumstances when I have left home & I returned & not found 
thigs as I felt them opperated rather too much - but I have not 
felt any uneasiness at giving up the inclination I felt to go. —

 June 27, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 27 of 6th M / The President of the United States was 
expected in Town this day & the people have experienced much 
disappointment - having made much parade without answering their 
end. —
Sister Mary spent the day with us. —

 June 28, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal that he had sighted President James 
Monroe:

7th day 28th of 6th M 1817 / The approach of the President was 
announced at about 25 Minutes before 12 OClock by the ringing 
of Bells & beating of Drums & as much running of Men women & 
children as on any Public Day - At 3 OC he landed & after going 
to his lodgings - was soon out again to visit the forts as he 
walked up to go to Fort Green I had a tolerable good view of 
him. — Toward night he went out to Tammany Hill & to Marlbones 
Garden - was introduced to David Buffum who walked in the Garden 
with him — The President is a pretty good looking Man & I hoped 
is as good as he looks. —
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 June 29, Sunday: New President James Monroe, on a northern tour during the summer, was the lion of the day 
at Newport, Rhode Island.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 29th of 6th M / The President went to the Episcopal 
Church in the forenoon & to Pattens meeting in the Afternoon. —
Our forenoon meeting was Silent but I thought solid & 
comfortable.—
Sister Eliza took tea & set the evening.

 June 30, Monday: The cornerstone was laid for the Fayette Hospital in Lexington, Kentucky. The Fayette 
Hospital was supported by a citizen’s group led by Andrew McCalla, but lack of funds left the building 
unoccupied until 1822, when it was purchased by the state of Kentucky and opened as the Eastern Lunatic 
Asylum on May 1, 1824. If the founding date of 1817 is used, the hospital is the second or third state mental 
hospital in the United States.31

New President James Monroe, on a northern tour during the summer celebrating the “Era of Good-feeling,” 
went from Newport to Fall River. From there he would take a revenue cutter to Bristol, Rhode Island, to be 
entertained in a manner befitting his position at the magnificent homestead “Linden Place” of General George 
DeWolf.

The President would depart for Providence aboard the Narragansett Bay Firefly, an ugly little thing that needed 
a huge square sail to supplement its engine — but the initial steamboat to enter Bristol’s harbor. At Providence,

His arrival had been anticipated, and the citizens had appointed
a Committee to receive and welcome him, which Committee
consisted of the Town Council and ten other gentlemen. He was
received admist the ringing of bells, the discharge of cannon,
and other demonstrations of joy, and was escorted from his place
of landing from the steam-boat, by a civic and military

31. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological 
Association, 1994
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procession, to the Golden Ball Inn (now Mansion House) where the
Committee made him a very respectful address, to which he made
a suitable response. On the following day he passed through the
principal streets, on horseback, and at 11 o’clock left the
town, under escort of the Light Dragoons.

Ebenezer Wiley was born to Keturah Green Wiley and Benjamin Brown Wiley.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 30 of 6M / This morning Went with Rowland Hazard to visit 
the President - We were introduced by OH Perry - He received us 
very civily. - my inducement for going was to shew a Simple 
testimony of respect & from a thought that it might be of use 
in some future day to be known to the president. we know not in 
what situation Our society may be placed, & a little knowledge 
of some of us may have some useful tendency in some way that we 
cannot now foresee. — While at the House I was also introduced 
to the Governor of the State (N R Knight) & to General Swift
On turning to come away I forcibly felt the expression to arise 
“Better O Lord is an hour in thy Presence than a thousand 
elsewhere.” —

 Summer: Jonathan Hidden of Gloucester, 19 years of age, was drowned at sea.

 July: Samuel Taylor Coleridge published BIOGRAPHIA LITERARIA and a collection of his poetry, SIBYLLINE 
LEAVES. He translated Hurwitz’s HEBREW DIRGE.

 July: Christian C.J. Bunsen got married with Frances Waddington, the eldest daughter and the co-heiress of 
Benjamin Waddington of Llanover, Monmouthshire.

 July: The Gazette appeared in Mobile, Alabama.

SUMMER 1817

JULY

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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 July: Harvard man Samuel Joseph May, 19 years of age, was on a day’s excursion with the young ladies on 
the Middlesex Canal, chaperoned by Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Webster. The young ladies teased the young men to 
obtain for them some water lilies that could be seen blooming in waist-deep water on Spot Pond, and when 
the other young men had gone to fetch a boat, May saw his opportunity to distinguish himself for his gallantry, 
or for being a victim of the syndrome commonly referred to as “testosterone poisoning” or something, and 
waded directly out to the lilies. Daniel Webster also appeared to have thought highly of this gesture (although 
it may have been that he was merely bored).

 July 1, Tuesday: New President James Monroe, after visiting points of interest in Providence, Rhode Island, 
and touring the “original cotton mill” at Pawtucket, proceeded toward Boston.

 July 2, Wednesday: Ralph Waldo Emerson stood for three hours with other members of the graduating class 
of the Boston Public Latin School on the Boston Common, dressed in white breeches and blue coats with red-
and-blue artificial roses in their left lapels, waiting for the new President of the United States of America –
“J. Munroe” in a letter Emerson wrote at that time– to arrive from Rhode Island, bow, and receive 
Massachusetts’s 18-gun salute.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 2nd of 7th M 1817 / My Mother & Aunt Stanton spent this 
Afternoon at the Widow Champlins - went with my H & joined them 
in the evening - found her still very affable tho’ very thick 
of hearing. —
This Afternoon attended the funeral of Widow Sarah Easton -She 
was interd in the family burying place near the beach, & being 
one of the bearers felt much fatigued after the Walk.

 July 3, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 3rd of 7 M / Our meeting rather Small & silent but to 
me a comfortable time excepting at the close as overseer had to 
stop with a poor brother who has been delinquent in paying his 
debts. this occasioned some close remarks which I conceived was 
my duty to make.
This evening my old friend & neighbour WILLIAM LANGLEY departed 
this life - he has now passed thro’ what he has lived in dread 
off [sic] for tho’ he was a good moral man & in the latter part 
of his life was religiously disposed. yet he often spoke of the 
fear of death. - he was taken in a fit about two weeks ago & has 
most of that time lain in a Stupor, he has however had - a few 
lucid intervals in which he manifested a sense of his situation 
& a calmness of mind that was hopeful & comfortable

BOSTON
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 Our national birthday, Friday the 4th of July: Nathaniel Hawthorne’s, or Hathorne’s, 13th birthday.

The state of New York began to compete with the Cumberland Road by starting work at Rome NY upon a 
massive engineering project, a canal toward Lake Erie. It was on this day full of national symbolism that 
Governor DeWitt Clinton removed the first symbolic shovelful of dirt, at Rome, from the ditch that was to 
connect the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean by a route through the rivers of the United States, to be termed 
“the Erie Canal.” Benjamin Wright would be chief engineer of the Middle Section. This project to dig a long 
canal 40 feet wide and 4 feet deep was projected to cost the nation M$5, would actually cost the nation M$7 
(in money that would now be the equivalent of M$700), and would be for a great stretch of our national 
existence our nation’s single largest project — until, that is, we outdid ourselves by embarking on a scheme 
to construct an “atomic” bomb.32

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 4 of 7 M / This day has been, ever since my rememberance 
a noisy one & of great anxiety to parents & those who have the 
care of children. I feel it more & more so, tho’ we have but one 
to care for, yet with his advance in life we feel care to 
increase on his account - It has passed away without accident 
for which I desire to thankful. —

 July 5, Saturday: John Thoreau, Jr.’s 3d birthday. 

 July 6, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 6th of 7th M 1817 / Our Meetings were both silent. —At 
the close of the Afternoon Meeting was the funeral of WILLIAM 
LANGLEY which I attended tho’ it had begun to move before our 
meeting closed - There was an abundance of people attended it, 
the procession was nearly from the parade to Liberty Tree. many 
was anxous to testify their respect for so worthy & useful man 
in the Town — In addition to his own family it is probable there 
are many poor widows & helpless familys that will feel the Loss 
of him the ensuing Winter. - Thus we have repeated demonstration 
of the change that all things here are subject to. The Ancient 
standards are often removed, & soon very soon those who are 
rising in Life will follow after them on seeing my Aged friend 
placed in his grave this afternoon, the reflections solemly 
arises that I myself am hastening to the Same condition, as are 
the numerous by standers of every age, & How great indeed is the 
necessity for a preparation

 July 9, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 9th of 7 M / The day has now closed & it is nearly time 
to retire to bed. — I feel my Mind drawn seriously to reflect 
on the swift & Silent wing with which time is Passing. — every 

32. The Erie Canal was a very good bargain despite its cost, and would already have returned its investment, by fees obtained while 
being only partially open, even before its official completion. The project can be said to be coextensive with Thoreau’s life, in that 
it started in 1817 and came to its far end in 1862.

CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

CANALS
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day brings me nearer the solemn close - & I know not how soon 
it may come. Oh that I may be prepared to render my account

 July 10, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 10 of 7 M / Rowland Greene & Anne Almy are visiting 
family at Portsmouth. They came to town & were at meeting with 
us today - Anne preached sweetly — After meeting had a conference 
with Uncle Wm Mitchell on the subject of his letters to me, not 
to satisfaction, this is matter of deep regret to my feelings-
D Buffum & R Mitchell were present & I have the satisfaction of 
their Approbation. —

 David Henry Thoreau’s 1st year of existence, the initial stanza of the poem that was his life, began, nominally, 
on the day of his birth, July 12th, 1817 (although some cultures might instance that he had already during the 
previous year begun his mortal trajectory in utero: in China he would have been considered to be having this 
as his 1st birthday — which is approximately nine months more accurate than our “Western” style).

David Henry was born “in the Minott House, on the Virginia Road, where Father occupied Grandmother’s 
thirds, carrying on the farm.” (On an internet astrology page, I have noticed that the assertion is being made 
that he had been born at 9PM. I have no idea whether that is accurate. the same page instances the following 
astrological data pertaining to this birth: “Sun: 20°14' Cancer; AS: 18°37' Aquarius; Moon: 4°09' Cancer; MC: 
7°19' Sagittarius; Dominants: Sagittarius, Cancer, Aquarius, Jupiter, Uranus, Venus; Houses 5, 10, 9 / Water, 
Fire / Mutable; Numerology: Birthpath 9.” I have no clue what any of that means. I have ascribed in the 
attached illustration, that he was born at 11:36AM — but I freely here acknowledge that I have merely 
fabricated that out of whole cloth because I can summon no interest about the hour at which Cynthia gave 
birth.)

Do you wonder what sort of diaper they would have put on our little guy? –Wonder no more:

Infants Flannel Pilchers or Savers33

Infants often wear pilchers or savers, put over their napkins,
to prevent their clothes from being wetted. They are made as
follows:-

Cut a piece of flannel 11 nails square (a nail is 2-1/4”), fold
it in half, and cut it crosswise, A B: it will make two pilchers.
It must next be rounded off a little at the two corners, A B,
and at the third corner, E, (which, observe, is opposite the
cross-way of the flannel,) sew on a piece of calico, in which
cut a button-hole. The crossed part, A B, is then neatly plaited
into a calico band, 1 nail deep, when doubled, and 8 nails long,

BACKGROUND EVENTS OF 1817

BACKGROUND EVENTS OF 1818

33. The OED has a 1674 reference: “Pilch – now used for a flannel cloth to wrap about the lower part of young children.”
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and a button and button-hole sewn on at the ends. In putting it
on, first button the band round the waist in front, bring the
corner between the legs, and button it to the same button.34

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CUTTING OUT APPAREL FOR THE POOR, a guide issued in London in1789, had 
recommended 24 squares of diaper and 2 squares of flannel for each poor mother, and had given instructions:

Squares of Diaper - Made of figured Diaper, called ell wide, but
measures a yard, one nail and a quarter only. Ten shillings the
piece, which contains seven yards and a quarter. Two pieces
divided each into twelve, make 24 squares of diaper double, half
a yard and near a nail wide, but not quite square.35

Squares of Flannel - One yard and three quarters of white baize
flannel, called yard wide, but measures three quarters and a
half only, at 11 and a half pence per yard, which make two
squares.36

Thoreau would make a record in 1855 –at his mother Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau’s suggestion– that David Henry 
Thoreau had been

 Born, July 12, Saturday, 1817, in the Minott House, on the Virginia Road, where Father occupied
Grandmother’s thirds, carrying on the farm.

34. THE NURSERY BASKET, published in 1854 by D. Appleton & Co. of New-York, advised, 
“We give, therefore, three lists — the first adviseable from practical experience, the second possible, 
and the last indispensable:—

“5 dozen napkins of three sizes,”
“4 dozen napkins,”
“3 Dozen napkins.”

On page 92 a gift basket is assembled for the infant: “Place in the basket a complete set of the child’s first clothes, slip, night 
petticoat, shirt, flannel band, and two small soft napkins; a fine wash cloth, as some nurses prefer it to a sponge; a pot of cold cream. 
A roll of old linen is especially to be thought of, worn-out handkerchiefs, or any other fine white fabrics.” On page 97 for fastening 
the napkin pins: “The Victorian shield pin is, in a measure, out of the use for the napkins, as its place is supplied by a clever invention 
of elastic bands, with metal tips, one forming the head, the other receiving the point of the pin, as in one style of knitting sheaths. 
A half dozen of these pins, costing six cents a pair, will be an ample provision for as many months. When two napkins are worn, 
only one should be folded through the limbs, otherwise the thick fold separates them to far to the risk of crockness. Half napkins of 
bound flannel or oiled silk are often used: the latter require to be renewed frequently. Experienced nurses recommend preparring, 
at least, a dozen small sized napkins for the first use, from well worn table linen; wash cloths, feeding clothes, and bibs, may be 
made of the same. Two size of napkins will be required, the common diamond pattern, 12 yards in the piece, comes at $1.50, and 
makes eleven or twelve, according to the width, as they must be cut just twice that; or a double square, bird’s-eye, or Russia, fine 
enough for any use, and much wider, comes in longer pieces at 25 cents a yard.”
35. An Ell in England equals 45 inches, a nail is a quarter of a quarter of a yard, or two and a quarter inches. Each piece would be 
21.75 by 37.8 inches. This would be folded in half, sewn around most of three sides — a small running stitch with occasional backs 
would be sufficient, perhaps a quarter inch from the edge — then turned through the space not sewn and that carefully closed. 
Diaper is a particular linen weave with a small diamond pattern, for this use perhaps quarter inch diamonds with long floats — soft 
on babies skin, very absorbent. Flannel is a soft, spongy woollen cloth, not usually fulled or napped; baize flannel would seem to 
imply a fulled flannel (especially considering the measurements) perhaps intended for just this purpose — soft, but more absorbent 
than regular woollen flannel.
36. Each piece will be about 31 inches square. Baize flannel presumably was fulled enough to have stable cut edges so no hemming 
would be necessary — or perhaps something smooth like a blanket stitch with fine 2-ply wool over the raw edge.

VIRGINIA ROAD
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(It is good that this was recorded at least in this manner, because in fact for an unknown reason, Concord town 
records would make no mention of the event.)

Thoreau drew his first breath and yet (as Wendell Berry has pointed out) “not a breath is drawn but for the 
grace of an inconceivable series of vital connections joining an inconceivable multiplicity of created things in 
an inconceivable unity.” In this contexture we will attempt to plot out a modest subset of that 
inconceivable multiplicity of created things and explore a few of the more obvious of the unities which 
bind them into one universe. Various persons have from time to time asked “Why do this?” and the only 
answer I have ever been able to come up with has been “Why not?”37

Thoreau continued in 1855:

 The Catherines the other half of the house. Bob Catherines and John threw up the turkeys. Lived there
about eight months. Si Merriam next neighbor. Uncle David died when I was six weeks old.

That is, Davidem Henricum Thoreaus was born on the Bedford levels in the Holocene on July 12, 1817 C.E.

37. Pardon me for hypothecating an 11:36AM birth. It merely happened to be 11:36AM as I pulled this illustration off my orphaned 
NeXT computer’s screen (orphaned, because Steve Jobs had recently abandoned his NeXT hardware to concentrate on software). 
I have no idea at what hour Thoreau was born on July 12, 1817, nor for that matter do the astrologers at http://
www.bobmarksastrologer.com/famouscharts/Henry%20Thoreau.htm, who suppose Thoreau to have been some sort of escapist, 
have any idea at what hour he was born:

“Time of birth questionable. That does not affect the sign positions of the planets. A five planet majority in
Mutable signs (communications). Only one in a Fixed sign: Mars in Taurus. Most of his emphasis was on
simplifying life and had to do with the trivia of day-to-day living. The one Fixed sign planet drew his attention
to longer range matters and he turned ‘Simplify, simplify, simplify’ into a crusade. A five planet majority in
Water signs as well. This made his horoscope strong in both Mutable and Water. The Mutable Water sign is
Pisces so we would expect traits of that sign to show up strongly in his life (‘Let’s run off to Walden Pond and
get away from the world.’). Mars was also Thoreau’s only planet in an Earth sign. Venus was his only Air sign
placement. They have one thing in common. They both rule the small matters of day-to-day living.”

DAVID ORROK
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David Henry was born on his grandmother’s farm, on the Bedford levels of Virginia Road 21/2 miles northeast 
of Concord, in sight of Walden Woods and not too far from the Concord River. This house was unpainted and 
gray, and the child was born in the eastermost of the upstairs chambers. The dooryard was unfenced and grassy, 
and led down to a brook. This was the home in which Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau, little David Henry’s mother, 
had spent her own childhood, and another family, the Catherines, was renting one end of the house, and 
Thoreau remembered that Bob Catherines and his brother John Thoreau, Jr. had had some fun tossing their 
turkey hens up into the air to make them fly and flap and gobble — if you’ve never done this, you’ve really 
missed something.

Hey, show some respect, we’re talking infant memories here! The flapping and gobbling of those thrown up 
turkeys was the first memory trace planted indelibly in the new brain of David Henry. –The start of Thoreau’s 
inner journal.

The Thoreaus would leave this gray house in March 1818, when David Henry had reached eight months old.

THOREAU RESIDENCES

The Minott house on the Virginia Road
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 July 12, Saturday: At Dannybrook in County Cork, Ireland, the world’s 1st flower show was held.

On the continent of Europe, Karl Drais von Sauerbronn demonstrated a bicycle course.

The Boston newspaper Columbian Centinel coined the phrase “Era of Good Feelings” to characterize the 
climate of the administration of President James Monroe.
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There is an electronic service out of Majordomo@angus.mystery.com that delivers information 
about specific days of the year. Here is what it presently has to offer anent historic Birthdays on 
our famous July 12th:

• In 0000 100 B.C. — Julius Caesar, Roman emperor
• In 1730 Josiah Wedgwood, English pottery designer, manufacturer
• In 1817 Henry Thoreau (at Concord, Massachusetts), naturalist, author, always had

Ralph Waldo Emerson around to bail him out of trouble
• In 1849 Sir William Osler, Canadian physician, teacher, author
• In 1854 George Eastman (at Waterville, New York), inventor of the Kodak camera
• In 1868 Stefan George, German lyric poet
• In 1895 Oscar Hammerstein II, lyricist who worked with Richard Rodgers
• In 1895 R. Buckminster Fuller, architect, inventor, philosopher, inventor of the geodesic dome
• In 1904 Pablo Neruda, Chilean poet (Residence on Earth) (Nobel 1971)
• In 1908 Milton Berle, comedian, “Uncle Miltie,” “Mr. Television”
• In 1917 Andrew Wyeth, American painter
• In 1922 Mark Hatfield (R), Oregon Senator
• In 1934 Van Cliburn, pianist
• In 1937 Dr. William Cosby, comedian, actor
• In 1944 Denise Nichols (in Detroit, Michigan)
• In 1957 Mel Harris

This service also characterizes events worth noting which occurred on a specific day of the year, 
in this case July 12th ...

•  In 1543 England’s King Henry VIII wed Catherine Parr (6th and last wife).
•  In 1689 Orangeman’s Day — Battle of the Boyne, Protestant victory in Ireland.
•  In 1812 US forces led by Gen. William Hull invaded Canada during the War of 1812.
•  In 1817 First flower show was held, at Donnybrook, County Cork, Ireland.
•  In 1862 Congress authorized the Medal of Honor.
•  In 1927 Babe Ruth hit 30th of 60 homers.
•  In 1928 First televised tennis match.
•  In 1933 Congress passed first minimum wage law ($0.33 per hour, which in constant dollars amounts 

to approximately half what the minimum wage law now requires).
•  In 1934 US Disciplinary Barracks on Alcatraz Island abandoned.
•  In 1951 Yankee Allie Reynolds no-hit the Indians, final score 1-0.
•  In 1957 Dwight Eisenhower was the 1st President to board a helicopter (fortunately, not the last).
•  In 1960 Echo I, first passive satellite launched. USSR’s Sputnik 5 launched with 2 dogs.
•  In 1962 Cosmonaut Popovich in space first time 2, manned craft in space.
•  In 1967 5th Mayor’s Trophy Game, Mets beat Yanks 4-0.
•  In 1975 São Tomé and Principe off the coast of Africa gained their independence from Portugal.
•  In 1977 First free flight test of Enterprise.
•  In 1978 Sun Bank Building opened.
•  In 1979 Gilbert and Ellice Islands gained independence from Britain.
•  In 1979 Minnie Ripperton died of cancer at 30.
•  In 1984 Geraldine Ferraro became 1st woman major-party vice presidential candidate.
•  In 1985 Doctors discovered a cancerous growth in President Reagan’s large intestine.
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 July 13, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 13th of 7th M 1817 / In our forenoon Meeting (which I 
thought rather more thinly attended than usual) D Buffum was 
concerned in a very lively & pertinent testimony on the 
necessity of Watchfulness — In the Afternoon we were Silent - 
An unpleasant subject exercised my mind in both Meetings. — 
After tea took a pleasant walk with John round the Hill to 
Clifton Burying ground - & stoped at severl places on my way 
home. —

 July 14, Monday: Madame Germaine de Staël née Necker died in Paris.

 July 15, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 15th of 7 M / We had quite a sicial agreeable company 
to set the Afternoon & take tea with us Vizt Aunt Martha Gould 
Cousin Abigail Casey, My Mother Aunt Stanton, Father & Mother 
Rodman & Br Isaac & wife. — This opportunity was interesting on 
acct of the Ages of some of them. Aunt Martha is over 80 Years 
& cousin Casey wants but a few weeks of 80 -. & it is probably 
the last time she will ever be in Newport — She is own cousin 
to my Mother & great love subsists in the family.

 July 16, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 16th 7 m / Cousin Casey, My Mother & Aunt Stanton, Hannah 
& myself took tea this Afternoon at father Rodmans.

The 1st Stanza in the Life of Henry Thoreau
FALL 1817 JULY 1817 AUGUST SEPTEMBER

WINTER 1817-1818 OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 1817

SPRING 1818 JANUARY 1818 FEBRUARY MARCH

SUMMER 1818 APRIL MAY JUNE 1818
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 July 17, Thursday: Negotiations for a French Constitution.

James Duncan Graham graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point and was promoted 
to 3d Lieutenant in the Corps of Artillery.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 17 of 7 M / Our meeting was rather small — A Short 
testimony from father R. - a season of some instruction to me.

 July 18, Friday: Jane Austen died, and her identity as author of the famous novels (published anonymously) 
was announced by her brother Henry. 

That night the house of Colonel Jonathan Cogswell in Ipswich was entered and $100 taken from his locked 
desk: 

 July 19, Saturday: In the Teatro Nuovo of Padua, Romilda e Costanza, a melodramma semiserio by Giacomo 
Meyerbeer to words of Rossi, was performed for the initial time.

 July 20, Sunday:Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 20th of 7 M / In the forenoon D Buffum was concer’d in 
a lively testimony & a pretty good meeting — In the Afternoon 
father Rodman delivered a short but savory testimony to my 
feelings. — In the evening called so see my old friend Mary 
Tillinghast —

 July 21, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 21 of 7 M / Walked this Afternoon to Middletown to attend 
the funeral Mary Weeden Gould daughter of my cousin Gorge Gould 
- I was glad I was there for the sitting the silent proved to 
me a Season of favor. Life & Love being sweetly renewed in my 
mind. I was carried back to reflect on many sweet seasons I had 
experienced in the room where we sat when several were tenants 
of it, whose spirits have now doubtlesss found a more permanent 
& happy abode in heaven with the Spirits of the just, & desires 
were raised that we who remain a little longer in this mutable 
state may so employ the remnant of our time, as in the end to 
furnish survivors with a hope similar to that which we now have 
of those who have gone years before us. — Things in this life 
is certainly very changeable & our minds are more or less 
involuntarily affected by outward things - mine was peculiarly 
so the Afternoon, on looking round the house of my cousin & 
observing, the decay & removal of several things - particularly 
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The perpetrator of this was not discovered. It is indeed true,
that the way of transgressors is hard. Even if not detected by
man, they carry in their bosom the smothered, but tormenting fires
of guilt.
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an ancient mulberry tree that is now nearly lifeless, but in my 
childhood was flourishing, & afforded a delicious repast to my 
palate, after a warm but not unpleasant walk to visit my cousins. 
- recollection, “busy medling memory” will often retrace these 
scenes, but it is quite beyond my powers of description to write 
or in any way convey what I now feel, & I am thankful, that I 
still retain a disposition & a qualification to enjoy not only 
the recollection, but the passing events of life. — as yet I 
have had but few bitter cups to what many have & I earnestly 
hope that what ever may be my lot all may result for my good & 
the Glory of my Father who Seeth in Secret —
I drank tea with my cousin Elijah Anthony - Walking home picked 
some Elderflowers, & fell in with Caty Weaver & her Sister who 
had also walked out to the funeral & bore them company home -
5th day 24th of 7 M 1817 / Our meeting was small & silent it was 
a season of labor to me & experienced some difficulty to get 
settled but was in good degree favored. — In the Preparative The 
Clerk forgot to bring the queries & there was no Answers made 
out. I had to set to the table to make essays of Answers & were 
dependeant on The Women for a book of discipline. — [Was Stephen 
Recording Clerk?]
My mother & Aunt Stanton took tea with Aunt Nancy Carpenter 
& Hannah & I with them - After tea I took a ride to Middletown 
with Doctr. Hazard to see Rhode Anthony. She was so low that 
I did not got into her room. —

 July 22, Tuesday: The Courier revealed to the reading public that Jane Austen –who had just died– had written 
EMMA, MANSFIELD PARK, PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, and SENSE AND SENSIBILITY:

On the 18th inst. at Winchester, Miss Jane Austen,
youngest daughter of the late Rev. George Austen, Rector
of Steventon, in Hampshire, and the Authoress of EMMA,
MANSFIELD PARK, PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, and SENSE AND SENSIBILITY.
Her manners were most gentle; her affections ardent; her
candor was not to be surpassed, and she lived and died
as became a humble Christian.
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 July 23, Wednesday: Tom Reynolds defeated Abraham “Aby” Belasco the Jew Champion in a “game battle” 
of 66 rounds at Moulsey Hurst in Surrey.

 July 24, Thursday: In Venezuela, Spanish Royalist forces, 2,000 infantry and 600 cavalry led by Pablo 
Morillo, occupied the San Carlos de Borromeo Fortress at the tip of the island of Margarita and the hill of 
Matasiete menacing Asunción, Venezuela. Up to this point the movement had not been resisted as the 
Republican revolutionaries under Francisco Esteban Gómez were relying on the remaining rugged terrain 
fortified with redoubts, moats, and parapets.

 July 25, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 25 of 7 M / Took tea this Afternoon at Cousin Nancy 
Goulds with My H., my Mother Aunt Stanton, & Br Isaac & Sr Sally. 
— While sitting with them I said in my Heart “How good & How 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in Love” & I should 
have expressed it had it not have been for certain circumstances 
that have passed & gone. —

 July 26, Saturday, noon: President James Monroe arrived at Cumberland Head on the steamboat Phoenix and 
was conveyed to the wharf in the village in Col. Atkinson’s barge. From the wharf he was escorted to Israel 
Green’s Inn, by a company of the US Infantry under Captain Newman S. Clark, Captain Sperry’s Company 
of horse, and the Plattsburgh Rifles. At the hotel, Reuben H. Walworth, on behalf of the corporation, delivered 
an address of welcome. As the President passed into the house, the young ladies from Miss Cook’s and Miss 
Forrence’s schools strewed flowers in his path. In the evening, the President attended a party at the home of 
Capt. Sidney Smith of the Navy.

When the Chapman, that had set sail from Cork, Ireland on March 14th conveying 198 convicts, arrived at 
Sydney in New South Wales, the convicts were in double irons and had been flogged and it was discovered 
that 12 were dead because Captain John Drake had ordered his men to fire through bulkheads. Although 
Governor Lachlan Macquarie would attempt to bring those responsible before the bar of justice, the 
prosecution would be met with English indifference.

Since those who committed any offences on the voyage could only
be prosecuted in England, offenders could avoid legal
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action..... Witnesses were sent home only once — in the case of
the CHAPMAN in 1817. Then the master, the surgeon and some of
the guard were prosecuted for killing three and wounding twenty-
two by wild and excessive shooting, which they indulged in after
hearing vague reports of a convict plot, and for the excessive
punishments, irons, short rations and privations which they
imposed afterwards. Governor Macquarie, seeking a chance of
punishing men responsible for inflicting three months’ misery
on two hundred helpless prisoners, and causing twelve deaths,
had hoped that even if “effectual justice” were not done,
“sufficient may be effected at least to protect the persons of
Convicts in future on their passage from the Cruelties and
violence to which they have heretofore been exposed.” But
thirteen convicts had to pardoned and returned to England to
give evidence as witnesses; when the accused were acquitted, the
governor was to reprimanded for the “inconvenience” and expense
he caused. The government was as unwilling to give the colonial
Court jurisdiction to try offenders in New South Wales s it was
indifferent whether prosecutions in England succeeded or not,
so long as convicts were not pardoned and sent back to England
and public money not spent on a trial.

 July 27, Sunday:Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 27 of 7 M / In the forenoon Meeting our fr D Buffum was 
engaged in a lively wise & well adapted Testimony on the subject 
of Brotherly love on which subjects he labored much & I hope to 
good effects. - father R also had a few words to communicate. -
In the Afternoon Attended the funeral of Mary Perry - at the 
head of the town D Rodman & I took a Chaise & proceeded to 
Portsmouth as bearers where the corpse was intered on the farm 
late the Property of Aaron Chase Dscs. after the funeral David 
& I returned home by the way of Sesauwest Beach which made a 
pleasant Ride.

 July 28, Monday: Great Britain and Portugal made their 1st concessions to the United States of America, of a 
right to search their merchant vessels on the open seas north of the Equator “if suspected of having slaves on 
board, acquired by illicit traffic.”

This “related only to the trade north of the equator; for the
slave-trade of Portugal within the regions of western Africa,
to the south of the equator, continued long after this to be
carried on with great vigor.” Woolsey, INTERNATIONAL LAW (1874), §
197, pages 331-2; BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1816-17, pages
85-118.

 July 29, Tuesday: After a voyage of 142 days the Pilot arrived at Port Jackson, New South Wales on the coast 
of Australia. It would offload its cargo of 117 Irish female convicts on August 8, Friday during a hard rain, 
while Governor Lachlan Macquarie would as usual inspect their condition. The prisoners would gratefully 
avow humane treatment and the Governor would extend his warmest thanks to Captain Pexton, the Captain’s 
wife Mrs. Pexton, and Surgeon Charles Queade RN.
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 July 30, Wednesday: In Utica, New York, Abigail Louisa Smith Adams Johnson, wife of Alexander Bryan 
Johnson, gave birth to Alexander S. Johnson.

At the age of 31, Alexander Bryan Johnson began to make his own living rather than live off his father’s 
money. He did that not by labor, but by tricking the state legislature into believing that he was wanted to found 
a bank — when what the fine print of the license he wrote for himself enabled him to do was what he actually 
intended, to deal in insurance.

Per the diary of Aaron White, Harvard College’s commencement exercises made a jolly fair:

 July 31, Thursday: In the Venezuelan War of Independence of Simón Bolívar, Republican revolutionaries 
under Francisco Esteban Gómez defeated Spanish Royalist forces, 2,000 infantry and 600 cavalry led by Pablo 
Morillo, in a battle at Matasiete near Asunción.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 31st of 7 M 1817 / Our first Meeting was to me a season 
of but little life in my own mind but I have no doubt but otheres 
were favor’d — Hannah Dennis, Anne Greene & D Buffum were all 
engaged in lively testimonies & David particularly was very 
fresh on the subject of love.
In the last we had but little buisness & what we had not very 
important. A certificate in favor of Humphrey Willcox was rec’d 
from Dartmouth Moy [Monthly] Meeting, which as we have not been 
in the habit of adding much to our numbers of late, was a 
pleasant circumstance & will be rendered much more so should he 
prove a useful member. — Uncle Peter Pawton & G Anthony Dined 
with us. -

 August:  The ailing 23-year-old paternal uncle, David Orrok, after whom the Thoreau boy infant would be 
named, died.38

AUGUST

38. Professor William E. Cain, in the frontmatter to A HISTORICAL GUIDE TO HENRY DAVID THOREAU (NY, Oxford: Oxford UP, 
2000) writes that this uncle David “died in Concord in July.” We wonder from whence Professor Cain has derived this information 
that David had died in Concord, and from whence he has derived this information that David had died in July. He may well be 
correct. He was asked, by email, whether he has perchance investigated, and discovered the grave of David in what has now become 
the old section of Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, or whether he has perchance managed to obtain a Concord documentary record of this 
death, but has not responded.

Commencement day pleasant and fine as usual Town all
alive. The People crowding together. Tents creating
shows, many-headed monsters, Negroes, Sailors,
Coaches, literati, Peddlars, rope-dances, pies, cakes,
melons, eggnog brandy rum and confusion on confusion
all muddled together announced Commencement.
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 August:  William Lloyd Garrison was one of the schoolboys assigned the daunting task of strewing flowers 
in the path of President James Monroe on his visit to Newburyport, Massachusetts.

 August:  On a long walking tour to the Trossachs and back by way of Loch Lomond and Glasgow with some 
other teachers, Thomas Carlyle sighted for the first time, on the waters off Greenock, the phenomenon of a 
ship being driven by fuel power and a steam engine rather than being pushed along by the force of wind upon 
sails, which is to say — a “steamer.”

 August:  During the late summer of 1817 some 20 white citizens of New-York were protesting to officials 
about the nighttime antics of the city’s black privy-cleaners. These pairs of black “tubmen” were going about 
their concession, collecting the refuse of the city’s privies, and while going about this onerous and degrading 
labor, they were having the audacity to perform African call-and-response “duets.” The whites, granting that 
this work was tedious and filthy and necessary, nevertheless pointed out that such music amounted to “savage 
yells” and to “detestable cries” and was “shockingly indecent.”

 August:  An agent was sent in the frigate Congress to establish commercial relations with the northern part of 
St. Domingo. Christophe was in command as king of the independent government which the revolted colored 
population had established. He expressed a desire to establish friendly relations. The agent had only a simple 
certificate of his appointment. The United States had not recognized the independence of Hayti, and hesitated 
to do so.

 August: Caroline Amelia of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel, Princess of Wales had been living beyond her £35,000-
per-annum allowance from the British government and needed to sell the Villa d’Este on Lake Como. When 
the household relocated to less grand digs, the Villa Caprile near Pesaro, for some reason her handsome major 
domo Bartolomeo Pergami or Bergami’s wife did not accompany them.

 August 1, Friday: The Vienna Singakademie, with director Antonio Salieri, opened its doors (Saleri’s 
institution would initially host 12 female and 12 male voice students). 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 1st of 8 M 1817 / This day about 1/2 past 12 OClock at 
noon Our much valued friend Sarah Robinson departed this life 
in The 85th Year of her Age — It may be Said in Truth that this 
day has fallen “A great Woman & a princess” few that has been 
raised in this town or indeed any other that has left a brighter 
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character few possessed so great an assemblage of useful 
quallifications. - in Society she has spent a long life of 
activity for the promotion of its various concerns & has always 
been remarkable for her Wisdom & discression in every department 
of life.
This Afternoon about sunset Aunt Stanton Sailed for New York in 
Sloop Express. -
This Afternoon A long interview with Uncle Wm Mitchell & things 
seem to be settled in a tolerably good footing & I hope well 
continue so. —

 August 3, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 3rd of 8 M 1817 / Our forenoon Meeting was silent & the 
Afternoon nearly so, & to me both pretty good times

 August 4, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 4th of 8 M / Attended the funeral of my relation & 
beloved friend SARAH ROBINSON. it was large, many of the people 
of rank in Town were present. the gathering was quiet & solemn. 
David Buffum was concerned in a lively & pertinent testimony 
which I doubt was not as extensive as it might have been had the 
meeting been held at the meeting house, but as it was I believe 
it will not be extravagant to say the Lords power & presence was 
felt to cover the minds of many present. The lower part of the 
house was so crowded that I went into the Chamber. The solemnity 
I believe filled the houses for admitting the countenances of 
the people to be an index of their minds all appeared to be under 
the impression of the solemnity of the occasion “That this day 
had fallen a princes[s] & a great woman in Israel” When the 
funeral was put in motions I went down & looked at The corpse 
with which I was much struck for tho’ it had been kept beyond 
the common time at this season of the Year, it retained its 
natural appearance in a remarkable manner, was very pleasant & 
the countenance expressive & looked axactly as I have often 
observed her when gathering up her mind to speak in conversation 
on some interesting subject. The solemnity continued in the 
procession to the grave, most of us walking without breaking 
silence. — when arrived at the grave, the coffin was placed over 
it while her aged husband & afflicted daughter Abigail got out 
of the carriage & walked up to it whre we continued the solemn 
stillness something short of a quarter of an hour, when the 
precious remains was decently committed to the dust from whence 
they were taken, & the grave closed during the whole time her 
husband whose Aged 87 Years, whose tottering limbs is but just 
able to support him on ordinary occasions, Stood supported by 
christian philosophy & saw the whole. - She has been a woman who 
had long been an ornament in our Society & tho’ her gifts were 
not in the Ministry, Yet they were such as render’d her truly 
conspicuous in the church as an active disciplinarian, & in all 
the social walks of life, but few have possessed the general 
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influence in the World which she has, for wherever her name was 
known, it shone with brightness — but she has gone, & we have 
none left equal to her. —

 August 5, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 5 of 8 M 1817 / This Afternoon Benj, Doyen a young man 
about 25 years of age came to my shop & stated himself to be 
from Temple in the District of Mane 7 a member of our society, 
on his way to Philadelphia, now in distressed circumstances 
having left home with sufficient money in his porcket to bear 
his expenses, but was taken sick in Boston where his money was 
expended. after examining him as cloely as I was capapble of I 
refer’d him to David Buffum where he went & friend Obadiah Brown 
who lent him five Dollars & David gave him one [?] - This with 
what little else he will get will help him along — he states 
himself to have belonged to society but about three Months, that 
he was formerly freewill Baptist, but became convinced of 
friends principles about three years ago, & tho’ he has no 
certificate mentions a number of friends whom we know, & has 
pretty good marks of being a true man. — [S G has drawn a 
pointing finger: This man since preoves a gross imposter]

 August 7, Thursday: The Lyceum, or English Opera House, for the 1st time illuminated its stage by gas light.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 7th of 8th M 1817 / Rode to Portsmouth with my H & John 
to attend the Quarterly Meeting — stoped at Saml Thurstons.
At meeting Thos Antony opened the service in a livey & Very 
impressive testimony & from the near love I have long borne for 
my dear friend & brother Thos I felt a degree of humble rejoicing 
on his account — Isaac Thorn was then concerned in a lively long 
& pertinent testimony after which the meeting ended. In the last 
considerable time was occupied in the various concerns that were 
before us. — Peter Hoxie was liberated to pay a religious visit 
to friends in some parts of N York State. — S Kingston Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting recommend Henry Knowles as a minister which 
was refered to next Quarterly Meeting. — We dined at Anne 
Anthonys. & rode home. —
This morning John Gould Lawton son of Isaac Lawton departed this 
life at Portsmouth in the 16th Year of his Age —

 August 8, Friday: The Pilot offloaded its cargo of 117 Irish female convicts at Port Jackson, New South Wales 
on the coast of Australia during a hard rain, while Governor Lachlan Macquarie as usual inspected their 
condition. The prisoners gratefully avowed humane treatment and the Governor extended his warmest thanks 
to Captain Pexton, the Captain’s wife Mrs. Pexton, and Surgeon Charles Queade RN.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 8 of 8 M / Isaac Thorn came to town this morning — After 
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dinner, I went to Portsmouth with him to attend the funeral of 
my cousin John Gould Lawton, son of Isaac Lawton, where Isaac 
had much to communicate to the people in a very lively & 
satisfactory manner. - after the funeral was over, we rode to 
David Buffums & took tea, left the horses, walked home & found 
Sister Ruth & Mary. —Job Sherman came in, we soon fell into 
silence & Isaac addressed Job in a feeling & discerning manner, 
which proved an affecting Season to Job & some others present. 
— Isaac Lodged with us, & we felt glad to have his company

3rd day 8 M 19 1817 [garbled date of posting of letter?] / This 
afternoon rec’d a letter from Ann Yarnell of Philadelphia 
respecting Benjn Doyen by which I entertain some suspicions of 
his being a true man, it appears that he has given her a 
different account from that which he gave us - but a little time 
[? must] elapse before a correct judgement can be formed.

 August 9, Saturday: Leopold IV replaced Leopold III as Duke of Anhalt-Dessau. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 9th of 8th M / Isaac Thorn went to Connannicut & had a 
Meeting there, father Rodman went with him. he took tea with 
father, set the eveng & lodged with us. —

 August 10, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 10th of 8th M / At meeting this forenoon I Thorn was 
largely concerned in testimony to good satisfaction. — he dined 
with aunt Nancy & had a setting in the family Father Rodman 
Sister Ruth with Hannah & myself were present. The opportunity 
will doubtless be memoreble to Several of us who he has 
particularly addressed —After which he set out for Warren 
accompanied by Benjm Hadwen on his way to Bolton Quarterly 
Meeting. — Our Afternoon Meeting was nearly silent.

 August 12, Tuesday, 13, Wednesday, and 14, Thursday: Solomon Allen III observed, about 150 yards away, 
“a strange marine animal, that I believe to be a serpent, in the harbor in ... Gloucester. I should judge him to 
be between eighty and ninety feet in length, and about the size of a half barrel.... His head formed something 
like the head of a rattlesnake, but nearly as large as the head of a horse. When he moved on the surface of the 
water, his motion was slow, at times playing about in circles, and sometimes moving nearly straight forward. 
When he disappeared, he sunk apparently down.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 14th of 8 M / Silent Meeting, to me a hard time & if all 
faired as I did there was indeed neither dew rain or fields of 
offering. — I labor’d but was unable to get to the Source from 
whence much help is to be derived —But After I came out, life 
revived, & I was not without hope that tho’ barraness was my 
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portion, Yet the labor that I experienced was not without its 
use. -

 August 15, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 15th of 8 M / Thos Casey lodged with us last night & 
took breakfast with us this morning. —
Thos left town this Afternoon with his sister Vioza

 8mth 16, Saturday: From Westport, Paul Cuffe wrote of failing health to his “Estem’d friend Stephen Gould”:

I am in a low State of health, as thou Proposed of a physician 
from theare I think now to except of thy offer If thee can make 
it Conveanant to Come with him thy Company would be very 
agreable. For further information inquire of Captain Philipps. 
I am thy ashured friend. Paul Cuffe.

The letter would be sent by way of one of his coastwise vessels to the Gould watch-repair shop near Long 
Wharf in Newport, Rhode Island and presumably would be delivered by a member of the all-black crew. 
Captain Phillips was Cuffe’s son-in-law. When this letter would arrive, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould would 
make a record that:

The foregoing rec’d from my friend Paul Cuffe was probably the 
last time he ever set pen to Paper. I went to Westport to see 
him and carried Doctor Hazard with me, but medical aids was in 
vain. He died in about two Weeks Afterwards.

Stephen, 36 years of age, would hasten to Westport, a day’s journey by horseback away, taking with him a 
Dr. Hazard of Newport, and would spend a night there in Westport while these two Quakers, white and non-
white, had comforting discussions. The sick man would die two weeks later at the age of 59.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 16th 8m 1817 / This Afternoon took Chaise & with My H & 
John rode to Portsmouth, lodged with my aged Cousin Elizabeth 
Chase whom I love & feel a tender concern for — FIRST DAY morning 
are breakfast these & before meeting stoped at Uncle Peter 
Lawtons - At Meeting David Buffum preached in a very lively 
manner. He is on his way to Salem Quarterly Meeting  We dined 
at Uncle Peters & spent the Afternoon & Set out to come home but 
it began to rain & thunder before we got far, which induced us 
to turn back so we lodged there, & early this Morning (2nd Day) 
we rode home. -  This has been a pleasant visit to us all. — my 
mind has however been much affected with divers considerations 
—particularly with the necessity of our living in love & 
becomeing wean'd from the World, & the love & cares of it, as 
we advance in life.  Some instances that I am acquainted with 
has much affected my mind of those who are, as with one foot in 
the grave & the other on its Brink, being too too much fastened 
to earth & its perplexing cares, where there is no necessity for 
it. This excites in my mind a lively concern, yea an anxous 
desire that as I grow older, I may be more & more concern'd to 
live in the life of Religion. —
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 August 19, Tuesday: At the meeting of the Linnean Society of New England, in Boston, a panel of three 
experts was assembled, a judge, a physician, and a naturalist, to obtain affidavits from all those claiming to 
have sighted the Cape Ann sea serpent. Reports of such sightings would continue, almost daily, through the 
month. (No record exists of their having lifted blankets in any of the cradles of Concord.) The report of the 
Linnaean Society included the information that the form of life had been seen

It was noted that when approached, it sank rather than dived, that it was of a dark brown color, that it had 
a smooth exterior, and that it was somewhere between 70 and 120 feet in length. The composite picture to 
emerge from this series of affidavits, which would include witnesses in 1818 and 1819, would be that of 
a huge snakelike creature that was dark on top but lighter on its underside. Since this creature was reported 
to be moving by vertical undulations whereas the motion of reptiles is a lateral undulation, it was a strange 
creature in more than its size. When a farmer would find, in a field just off Cape Ann, a three-foot creature 
with a series of bumps along its back, the Linnean Society would presume that this specimen was a just-
hatched sea serpent, and it would be necessary for Alexandre Lesuerur to demonstrate it to be merely 
a deformed mature black snake. The Linnean Society of New England would award this apparition the 
designation Scoliophis Atlanticus. Eventually some Harvard College undergrads would award the sea serpent 
an honorary degree, in which it would find itself cited as Magnus Serpens Maris suppositus, aut porpoises aut 
horse-mackerel grex.39

The marvelous serpent would not resurface in Boston Harbor until 1871. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 8 M 19 1817 / This Afternoon rec’d a letter from Ann 
Yarnell of Philadelphia- respecting Benjn Doyen by which I 
entertain some suspicions of his being a true man, it appears 
that he has given her a different account from that which he 
gave us - but a little time must elapse before a correct 
judgement can be formed-

 August 21, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 8 M 21 / Our meeting was silent but I doubt whether it 
ought to have been — Things are very low among us & our numbers 

39. Later in his life, in 1858, Henry Thoreau would record some eye-witness testimony of this phenomenal apparition, although he 
carefully qualified the source of the testimony as being a person who was also a believer in spiritualism:

 January 14, 1858: Mr. Buffum says that in 1817 or 1819 he saw the sea-serpent at Swampscott,
and so did several hundred others. He was to be seen off and on for some time. There were many people on the
beach the first time, in carriages partly in the water, and the serpent came so near that they, thinking that he might
come ashore, involuntarily turned their horses to the shores with a general consent, and this movement caused
him to shear off also. The road from Boston was lined with people directly, coming to see the monster. Prince
came with his spy-glass, saw, and printed his account of him. Buffum says he has seen him twenty times, once
alone, from the rocks at Little Nahant, when he passed along close to the shore just beneath the surface, and
within fifty or sixty feet of him, so that he could have touched him with a very long pole, if he had dared to.
Buffum is about sixty, and it should be said, as affecting the value of his evidence, that he is a firm believer
in Spiritualism.

to resemble a serpent in its general form and motions, to be of
immense size, and to move with wonderful rapidity; to appear on
the surface of the water only in calm and bright weather; and to
seem to be jointed or like a number of buoys or casks following
each other in line.

SEA SERPENT SIGHTINGS

JONATHAN BUFFUM

NAHANT
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few, & tho’ there may a querie arise “By whom shall Jacob arise 
for he is small” yet I believe there are those among us who if 
they are faithful to the Word nigh in the heart, will, in time, 
find that it will be put into their mouth, & they will be brought 
forward to the honor of the Church & the Glory of the Lords name, 
this however is all on the ground of obedience. —

 8mth 23, Saturday: William Kingston met for 5 hours with his friend Samuel Wesley at Blacklands House, 
the lunatic asylum in Blacklands Terrace, Chelsea. Wesley indicated that he did not consider that his delusional 
leap of earlier this year warranted his being treated as a lunatic.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould, 36 years of age, had hastened from Newport, Rhode Island to Westport, 
Massachusetts, a day’s journey by horseback, taking with him a Dr. Hazard, and would spend the night there 
while the two Quakers, Stephen and Paul, white and non-white, would have comforting discussions. The sick 
man would die two weeks later at the age of 59.

7th day 23rd of 8 M / In consequence of a letter which I rec’d 
from my friend Paul Cuffee dated 16th inst - I set our early 
this morning with Doctor Hazard for Westport. we stoped at Thos 
Barkers to see Stephen Huntington who is very weak & low, after 
eating some breakfast with them we persued our journey & stoped 
at the four corners to sate our horse, then went on & reached 
Pauls house about 3 OClock where we found him very low & so much 
weakened by his complaint that articulation had become difficult 
- when I went into the room, I told him I had come to see him, 
& by his request brought Dr Hazard with me he replied “It is too 
late” but after a little conversation he agreed to take some 
medicine which appeared to set well on his stomach - Dr Handy 
the attending Physician soon came & after they had consulted 
together a course of medicine was agreed on. The family gave us 
some dinner & some tea & being Full of lodgers we went to a 
neighbors of theirs (Daniel Tripp) to sleep where we found 
comfortable accommodations - we rose early in the Morning & went 
to Pauls to breakfast & found him no worse & on the whole some 
favorable symptoms I found in the course of the forenoon that 
he was a little revived in streangth & could communicate a little 
more freely but much speaking in his situation was improper I 
therefore requested him to spare conversation on my account but 
told him if there was any special buisness that he wanted me to 
do for him that I would write to any of his friends respecting 
it - he told me there was & gave me to understand what it was 
of which I made a minute to communicate to Wm Rotch Jr -He told 
me he had made a Will to his mind & that those had agree’d to 
execute it in whom he had confidence. — While sitting by him I 
observed to him that We both knew that consolation was not to 
be derived from many words, but if favor’d with a degree of that 
feeling which has no fellow it was sufficient & that I trusted 
while sitting by his bed side I had been thus favor’d & was 
thankful in the evidence that things were well with him, let the 
event of the present illness turn as it Might, either to live 
or die. I observed that I had seldom set by any one in Similar 
circumstances, where there seemed to be more peace, but on 
account of his low condition of body I had not expressed it 
before, & that I was particularly comforted in observing the 
very affectionate attention of his family & solicitude to do 
everything that could be done for his comfort, & to prolong his 
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days, particularly his neice & two daughters who were very 
affectionate & assiduous in their attentions - he replied “It 
is very sweet.”— before I left him I told him that if nothing 
happened to me & he continued in his present state I thought I 
should come to see him again before long - he replied “How glad 
I shall be to see thee if I am living” After dinner we took an 
affectionate leave of him & his family & set off for home we 
stoped at Thos Barkers again & ate some supper & the Dr went 
into the room to Stephen who is very low & apparantly near the 
final change — we then Set out for home & reached it about 10 
OClock in the evening. our journey was protracted in consequence 
of the horse’s being nearly worn down. —
I should have been glad to have gone to Westport Meeting, but 
could not, as we were anxous to get home. -
I am glad I went & have no doubt the visit will be memorable as 
long as I live, as well as to Paul & his family - if nothing 
more it has been a fresh evidence to my mind that the colour of 
the skin does not effect a man in the kingdom of heaven

 August 27, Wednesday: In Westport, Paul Cuffe was so obviously failing, that his family and friends were 
summoned for a group farewell.

Early in 1817, Cuffe’s health began to fail. By July, it became
obvious to himself and to his family that he was dying. Late in
August, Cuffe called his family and “shaking hands with all,
showing fellowship and friendship, bid us farewell.” Paul Cuffe
died at the age of 58 in the early morning hours of September
7, 1817,40 “sensible to the last moments,” saying to his nurse:
“let me pass quietly away.”

 August 28, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

8 M 28 1817 / It is 5th day & our Moy [Monthly] Meeting at 
Portsmouth My mind is humbled this morning under the 
consideration that I am not going - My H is quite unwell & hardly 
fit to leave alone And besides I have been So much absent from 
my buisness of late that it seems hardly prudent on that account 
- Feel thankful this morning under a fresh evidence of divine 
regard - from a renewal of life in my heart & breathings of 
spirit raised for help - The same was extended Yesterday 
Afternoon, when I had to take a view of my own condition & that 
of Society alass for the low state of both — I say again “by 
whom shall Jacob arise for he is small.”

 August 31, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 8 M 31st 1817 / Being unwell & under the operation of 
Physic I was unable to attend meeting this forenoon & occupied 
the time in Answering a letter from my frd John Heald of Ohio -
In the Afternoon went to meeting & had a pretty good time tho’ 

40. Some sources say he died on August 27th, some on September 7th, some on September 9th, and some on September 17th. 
–But then, my paper edition of the Britannica isn’t even aware he existed.
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life was low — Father Rodman concerned in a short testimony

 September: After an education at the Baptist College in Bristol and at the University of Glasgow, arranged by 
the Reverend Thomas Chalmers, the Reverend William Adam set out for a missionary life in Serampore, near 
Calcutta in India.

 September: Percy Bysshe Shelley completed a poem that he had been writing away at since March, LAON AND 
CYTHNA; OR, THE REVOLUTION OF THE GOLDEN CITY: A VISION OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. IN THE STANZA OF 
SPENSER. It was presumably sometime during this month that he began to draft his “Essay on Christianity,” 
which would be completed in December.

SEPTEMBER
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 September: William Cullen Bryant’s 1811 poem “Thanatopsis,” written at the age of 17, finally appeared in 
print in the North American Review, but was not as yet assigned to any school child to memorize.41

(The delay had been due entirely to editor Richard Henry Dana, Sr.’s fear that a plagiarism was being foisted 
upon him, based upon suspicion that no mere 17-year-old student could possibly have authored such a poem.)

41. This original poem contained only the present lines 17-66, and these the father Dr. Peter Bryant, something of a published poet 
himself, had patched it together out of various drafts the son “Cullen” had left behind in his father’s desk, and copied out in his own 
hand for submission (the editor at the Review would presume that everything in the father’s hand constituted one poem, when in 
fact they had not, four of the stanzas being in fact inferior and quite another poem). This Greek title “Thanatopsis” is something that 
was dreamed up by some editor or other at the Review. In 1821 the poet would tack on introductory and concluding lines, 
for THANATOPSIS AND OTHER POEMS, and until that late date the editor at the Review would remain persuaded that “Thanatopsis” 
had actually been written by the father rather than by the son.
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 The Middlesex Cattle Show, which Henry Thoreau usually visited (and in 1860 he would be its principal 
speaker, with his “The Succession of Forest Trees”).

WALDEN: Bankruptcy and repudiation are the spring-boards from
which much of our civilization vaults and turns its somersets,
but the savage stands on the unelastic plank of famine. Yet the
Middlesex Cattle Show goes off here with éclat annually, as if all
the joints of the agricultural machine were suent.

The farmer is endeavoring to solve the problem of a livelihood by
a formula more complicated than the problem itself. To get his
shoestrings he speculates in herds of cattle. With consummate
skill he has set his trap with a hair spring to catch comfort and
independence, and then, as he turned away, got his own leg
into it. This is the reason he is poor; and for a similar reason
we are all poor in respect to a thousand savage comforts, though
surrounded by luxuries.
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 September: Amos Eaton received his MA degree from Williams College.

George Bancroft graduated from Harvard College after four years of instruction at the age of 17 (17 would not 
then have been at all precocious — but since this student of moderate means was graduating 2d in his class 
the college would offer him  the opportunity to study in Europe for the following five years all expenses paid).

David Lee Child graduated from Harvard. An assignment he prepared “Astronomical Problems”
(21 x 28 ¾ inches) is still on file there: <http://oasis.harvard.edu:10080/oasis/deliver/
~hua17004>

At the age of 14, Ralph Waldo Emerson left Boston Latin School to matriculate at Harvard.

In those times, even if he had entered at the age of thirteen, this would not have been any indication of 
intellectual endowment, regardless of the hagiography of such sources as ENCYCLOPÆDIA BRITANNICA.42

42.  (“Abstract of text biography. Emerson was a precocious child, entering Harvard at the age of 14.”)

It was considered usual to enter Harvard College at such an age. By way of radical contrast, when Cotton Mather had matriculated 
as a freshman at Harvard College he had already read Homer and Isocrates in the original language, and Vergil and Ovid in the 
original language — and was but twelve years of age. Cotton indeed was precocious, and had been considered precocious.

It would continue not to be considered at all unusual, for a lad to enter Harvard College at the age of thirteen. When in 1837 Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson would matriculate there at the age of thirteen, nobody would see fit to make any remarks, either about 
precocity or about anything else (but then, don’t you know, Higginson does not, like Emerson, have a 20th-Century fan club, a gang 
of adorers).

Harvard Ceremony
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Waldo would be a student at Harvard into the year 1821. On the following screen is a sketch he made in his 
junior year of his dorm room, which was Hollis 15.
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 September 1, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 9 M 1817 / Took tea this Afternoon with my H & John, at 
the house of my cousins Anne & Mary Gould - This was a pleasant 
visit, a revival of old times when I used so frequently to visit 
them at their Mansion in Middletown - - found Cousin Bathsheba 
much as she always has been, except older, she has now attained 
the age of 80 Years, seems very loving & affectionate & yet loves 
to speak of our Aged & Honorable Grand father Danl Gould from 
whom we all originated, & relates anecdotes of him which are 
interesting to her & me In giving her an invitation to come & 
see us I told her that I might for once to have it in my Power 
to insert in my journal that she had been to see us once, but 
from her age she thought she could not give me my incouragement. 
—
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 September 2, Tuesday: Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley gave birth to Clara Shelley.

 September 3, Wednesday: In Westborough, Massachusetts, Lowell Mason got married with Abigail Gregory, 
daughter of an innkeeper.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 3 of 9 M / This morning at breakfast table experienced 
the arisings of life sweetly to refresh my mind.

5th day 4th of 9 M / A favord meeting & indeed a favord Day to 
me. —

 September 6, Saturday: The Drury Lane Theater in London opened, with its stage illuminated by gas light. 

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 6th of 9 M / Uncle David Lawton of Nine Partners & Uncle 
Stephen Lawton from Hudson took tea & set the evening with us - 
Uncle David is a man I love & esteem for his noble disposition
Called this Afternoon to see Benjn Barker who has been confined 
some weeks & is apparantly drawing to a close — found him very 
tender, he expressed his entire resignation to what ever might 
be the issue of his Illness & observed he had many precious 
meetings since he had been Sick

 September 7, Sunday: In Westport, Paul Cuffe died.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 7 of 9th M 1817 / Our Meeting this forenoon was large & 
to me a good one - Our frd David Buffum was very lively in 
testimony on the subject of FAITH & father Rodman was short to 
the same effect
Silent in the Afternoon & to me a Season of favor
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Sister Ruth took tea with us —

 September 8, Monday: The Covent Garden Theater in London opened, with its stage illuminated by gas light.

At the Westport meetinghouse of the Religious Society of Friends, a silent worship funeral service was held 
for Paul Cuffe after the manner of Friends. (His and his wife’s graves at the meetinghouse he had helped to 
construct are a hundred feet from the graves of the white Quakers of the Friends Cemetery, near the gray stone 
wall that borders the corner of the churchyard, entirely isolated. Later on, Friends’ histories would prevaricate. 
Does any of this surprise you?)43

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 8 of 9 M / Heard this morning of the Decease of PAUL 
CUFFEE he left time Yesterday Morning & is to be interr’d this 
afternoon, to meet at 2 OC at Westport Meeting house this news 
has affected my mind, for tho’ his complexion was darker than 
mine, I can emphatically say “I loved him” & his loss is great 
to our Society & the community at large — had time permitted I 
should have tryed to have got to his funeral, but it was rather 
to short for me to get there with convenience & I regret it, as 
in the event of his decease, I have, for several weeks felt an 
inclination to be at the performance of the last solemn duties, 
but alass, it is otherwise & disappointments is the lot of 
Mortals & to which we must submit. —

 September 9, Tuesday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 9 of 9 M / I have yesterday & today spent considerable 
time in reading Rhode Island Monthly Meetings Records from 1707/
8 to 173944 - in which my mind has been led to reflect much on 
the Ancient Standard bearers, to behold their Godly care & 
jealousy in the honor of Truth & the promotion of its cause in 
this part of the VineYard has affected my mind at Several 
different times almost to tears - & deeply humbling it was to 
see the departure of some, with whom they had to bestow “labor 
reitereted labor” - & now & then to find an ancient Standard in 
the church leaving time & bequeathing a few Pounds in their Wills 
to the Moy [Monthly] Meeting as a testimony of their love for 
friends Truth. - Alass but few in This day are concerned in that 
Way. —

 September 10, Wednesday: Paul Cuffe’s brother John Cuffe wrote to his sister Freelove Cuffe in New-York:

Here is some accounts of the dueings of our dear and much beloved
brother Captain Paul Cuffe the 27th of the 8th month of 1817.
Between the hours of 8 and 9 in the morning then he took a fond
leave of his family wife and children grandchildren Brothers and

43. I don’t presently know of any case anywhere in America, in which a Friends meeting actually had accepted into membership 
any person who had the slightest taint of non-white ancestry — even if as in this case the petitioner were an adult male. Such requests 
seem to have been always everywhere stonewalled. The best we were capable of was this sort of “just-as-if-they-were-like-us” 
treatment. (This sheds an interesting light upon the limitations of a descriptor such as “not racist.”) Five years later, for instance, 
when another New Bedford man of color, Nathan Johnson, would apply for membership in this very Quaker monthly meeting, he 
also would be stonewalled. This raises the interesting question of whether even a well-to-do person of color will ever be more than 
merely tolerated by the “real,” that is, the white, American Quakers.
44. Records for 1676-1707 in Box 10 at Cornell Library Special Collections: Quaker meeting records from Rhode Island, copied 
by Stephen Wanton Gould from old meeting records.
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sisters and others, shaking hands with all in fellowship and
friendship bid all farewell. It was as broken a time as was not
even known amongst us and he seamed to long to go with angels
and with the souls of just men and women in the heavens above
to receive the reward of the Righteous [A friend came and
evidently asked him about Heaven. Paul replied saying] that my
works are gone to judgement afore hand that I due know when he
said [the friend] not many days hence you shall see the glory
of god. 6 oclock in the evening he said feed my lambs. He said
much more but being week and spoke so low I could not understand
so as to take the tru meaning and he also asked us all not to
hang on unto him but to give up and let him go. I [John Cuffe]
had layen very close with many prayers to go and his christ that
he might be brought to health again [They all pray together with
Paul] the will of the lord be done. He still kept failing from
day to day some days took no nourishment at al in nor medesian
Escept cold water until first morning at 2 oclock in the morning
the 7 day of this 9th month 1817 then Brother Cuffe departed
this life. This is news that will not soon be forgotten with
Soarrow not from the teeth outward but from the heart. I may say
that I wept much. He died in the 59th year of his age after three
months of sickness. He bore his illness with patience and
through the whole and was awake to the last moments. [...] and
as he close drew near and said to the nuse that he was But little
more than a dade man Let me go Quietly away ofering his hand to
his atendance that would have to tend him. So he fell asleep in
death and is gone home to glory. He was a loving husband and a
tender father and a cind neighbor and a faithful friend. The
time appointed and all met together under a great on the second
say of the week the second hour in the afternoon and after
waiting in great silence testimonies then being born by friends
he was borne to the grave and decently buried. A large crowd of
people of all societyes. I do not remember as I have been before
at so large a gathering of people at anny funeral before. He was
buried at friends burying ground at the fourth meeting house
where we meet together. At his death he was 57 and months and
21 days old.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 10th of 9 M 1817 / Set an hour this evening at Thos 
Robinsons the old man is feeble & takes but little part in 
conversation. - the visit however was very interesting being 
favor’d with precious feelings in conversations with Abigail, 
& Mary Morton, on various subjects which all of us seemed alive 
to. I went over to wait on Sister Ruth home, who had set the 
evening with them. - The little time I passed with them was so 
pleasant that I regreted that I did not go over early. -

The historian Rosalind Cobb Wiggins struggled with the fact that, once the body of his friend Paul Cuffe had 
been interred (near, but not in, the local burial ground for white Quakers), Friend Stephen Wanton Gould 
seemed to fall away from his previous concern for the welfare of American people of color, and the fact that 
this personal failure on the part of Friend Stephen has been typical of a falling away by white American 
Quakers in general. She asked Quakers now, to act to forever cleanse “this stain of evasion” from their 
otherwise splendid human rights record:

Following Cuffe’s death Stephen seems to only have occasionally

Rosalind C. Wiggins’s article "Paul and Stephen, Unlikely Friends" appeared in _Quaker History_, Volume 90 Number 1 (Spring 2001).
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spoken out in Meeting about slavery or the slave trade. Only two
or three times did he cordially greet black men and women who
had known of Paul and his vision. His concerns gradually changed
as his responsibilities within his Meeting and the Yearly
Meeting expanded.... Ten years before his own death it was
suggested that he and Hannah become Assistant Caretakers, or
house parents, at the Yearly Meeting Boarding School (now known
as Moses Brown School) in Providence. They accepted and lived
in an apartment in the school building for the next six years
before returning to Newport to take charge of family property.
The years in Providence involved him even more in Yearly Meeting
affairs, and of course with the students at the school, which
he enjoyed. Yet, it is surprising that his focus uncoupled so
abruptly from the plight of men and women such as Paul Cuffe and
turned to the spiritual health of the Society of Friends. An
excerpt from the 1830s illustrates his growing conservatism:
“3rd day 8th of 6th M, 1830: Today Stephen Wilson & Hannah his
wife from Goose Creek in Virginia called at the Institution [the
school] — they are Hixites [Hicksites] & Hannah as a Preacher
has come here to impose [her views] on Friends. She was formerly
... an old acquaintance of ours.... We treated her civily but
cool & felt grieved that one who had once been esteemed & no
doubt in good measure religious should be attached to wrong
principles.” Three months later he wrote: “In the Street [in
Providence] I met Wm Rotch & noded to him, & he to me — but he
did not look nor feel to me as Wm Rotch once looked & felt — I
deplore his departure from Society but nothing can be done — he
must remain as he is.” William Rotch Jr. had been a faithful
Nantucket Quaker and staunch supporter of Paul Cuffe’s.... What
made him stand back from those very few Friends who were publicly
protesting Slavery, such as Elias Hicks and later the Grimké
sisters [Friend Sarah Moore Grimké and Angelina Emily Grimké]?
There were many Quakers like him who were distraught by slavery
and its trade yet they weren’t heard in the public arena.
...after Cuffe’s death Stephen scarcely mentioned slavery or the
Trade, although it was covertly growing. He did note that he
approved a letter protesting slavery to Congress by the
Providence Abolition Society. Yet in 1838 he also approved a
motion by the Yearly Meeting barring abolition societys’ use of
Friends Meeting houses for their gatherings.... Stephen’s was a
confined life and once Paul’s strong, supportive presence was
gone there was little to keep the fires of outrage alive. His
life was well insulated even from such occurrences as the
Snowtown and Hardscrabble race riots in Providence that erupted
in 1826 and 1830 not far from the School. In January 1838 he
went to Salem for a Quarterly Meeting and noted with dismay the
anti-slavery discussions: “Their heated zeal injuring a good and
right cause ... reminded me of the Spirit which I saw among the
Hixites  [followers of Friend Elias Hicks] in New York in
1827.” His social and business contacts were confined to the
area within “the walls of Zion,” the all-white Quaker Close....
To answer the first question: Why didn’t the unusual friendship
and Paul’s project have more lasting effect among Friends? It
seems that Cuffe’s untimely death cut off Stephen’s emotional
support and the visible presence that he needed in order to speak
out. The ongoing rigid class differentiation that the two had
ignored together closed in on Stephen following Paul’s death.
He became increasingly preoccupied with Quaker affairs. Concerns
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for African Americans are scarcely mentioned after Cuffe’s
death. The reason Cuffe’s works have been so little known until
now, even among Friends, is that his papers were not kept in the
New England Yearly Meeting Archives. However, there were a
number of biographers who had found them in the archives of the
New Bedford Free Public Library and the Dartmouth Whaling Museum
Library. The authors were not Quakers. Those books were
published beginning in the 1970s but even these were not
included in the Library of the New England Yearly Meeting
Archives. His papers were not fully transcribed and published
until 1996; these reveal to Friends who are so familiar with
Quaker concepts how Paul led his life in accordance with the
precepts of non-violence and seeking “that of God” in all those
with whom he came in contact, even in the world of successful
merchantmen. Now that the papers are available it is hoped Paul
will become known as “a pattern and an example.” In this country
Friends Meetings remain almost entirely white perhaps because
of the lack of historical understanding of the works of such men
as Cuffe and because of class divisions that have been bonded
to race as though with superglue. Is the only solution in
individual self revelation, in individual efforts to reach into
all communities, black and white? There is a crying need to
remove this stain of evasion from Quakers’ splendid human rights
record.

 September 11, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 11th 9 M / To me a precious silent meeting. —

 September 14, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 14th of 9th M / In the forenoon meeting which was large 
& solid Father Rodman was concerned in a short testimony by way 
of encouragement to the mourners of Zion - Then Mary Morton in 
a lively sweet testimony endeavoured to encourage those that 
were still favord with renew’d visitations from on high to close 
in with them while they lasted, & observed if some were faithful 
who were present & past the meridian of life, they might yet 
experience their sun to go down with brightness & as rejoicing 
on the banks of deliverance. —— at this an aged man (not a 
member) who sat by my side was much affected. —- In the Afternoon 
Father Rodman was concerned with in a Short testimony which I 
believe was attended with life. - I know it was to my feelings. —
Went out & set the evening with our frd D Buffum who is in poor 
health & been confin’d at home for a week - his company was as 
it always is, very interesting

 September 15, Monday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 15th of 9th M / We took tea with brother J Rodman & wife 
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- Br David & wife was also there which made an agreeable & 
“social” circle — Ah - tis very pleasant for brethren to dwell 
together in Unity. —

 September 17, Wednesday: A treaty between Great Britain and Spain opened the West Indies to trade with 
Great Britain. 

 September 18, Thursday: In the Dresden Hoftheater, Incidental music by Carl Maria von Weber for Die 
Ahnfrau, a play by Grillparzer, was performed for the initial time.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

5th day 18th of 9th M 1817 / Our meeting was small particularly 
on the womens side of the House, - to me it was a favor’d season 
tho’ not quite as much abstracted from the World as sometimes 
Father Rodman delivered a short & to my feelings sweet testimony
In the last (Preparative) the overseers had the painful duty to 
report David Bowen as in the practice of drinking Spiritous 
Liquor, to his own hurt & the reproach of society - which 
information was forwarded to the Moy [Monthly] Meeting —

 September 21, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

1st day 21 of 9 M / Our meeting this forenoon was large - tho’ 
the high seat was thin no one being on the upper one but David 
Buffum - Mary Morton delivered a sweet & very precious testimony 
- to me it was a very favor’d Meeting - I was occupied with the 
subject of the Multitude’s being fed with a few Barley loaves & 
a few Fishes - & it weightily occured that there was no necessity 
for that outward miracle to be performed in this day to 
Substantiate the reality of christianity, but that every one 
might experience it within themselves, by faithful obedience to 
the manifestations of truth when in times of poverty & even 
distress, our minds may be quickened by a small appearance of 
light & life & in keeping to it will increase in ourselves & 
flow Sweetly from vessel to vessel untill all may acknowledge 
they are filled & satisfied - This I feel thankful in being made 
in good measure in experimental witness of this day —
In the Afternoon Silent. The upper high Seat vacant & nobody but 
James Fay on the lower, who with myself broke the meeting-this 
occasioned no small exercise in my mind - however it was a good 
meeting to me - between meeting rec’d a letter from Aunt Stanton 
- In the evening with my H & Sister Mary walked out to David 
Buffums -

 September 22, Monday: Birth of Clara Shelley (Claire Clairmont’s illegitimate daughter by George Gordon, 
Lord Byron, Allegra, had been born earlier this year).
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 September 23, Tuesday: Harland Coultas was born in Glanford Brigg, North Lincolnshire, England, to the 
Reverend William Coultas and Hannah Coultas. The father had been a Wesleyan Methodist missionary in the 
West Indies, and had then been the minister of a number of parishes in England.

By the Treaty of Madrid, Great Britain paid Spain £400,000 and received in return the immediate abolition of 
Spain’s slave trade north of the Equator, plus the abolition in 1820 of Spain’s slave trade south of the Equator. 
To ensure that this agreement was being honored, Great Britain would have the right to inspect the cargoes of 
Spain’s merchant vessels on the open seas (this agreement would be only loosely enforced). Refer however to 
Woolsey, INTERNATIONAL LAW (1874), § 197, page 332 and to BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS (1816/
1817), pages 33-74.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the Congress of Vienna, which
assembled late in 1814, Castlereagh was indefatigable in his
endeavors to secure the abolition of the trade. France and
Spain, however, refused to yield farther than they had already
done, and the other powers hesitated to go to the lengths he
recommended. Nevertheless, he secured the institution of annual
conferences on the matter, and a declaration by the Congress
strongly condemning the trade and declaring that “the public
voice in all civilized countries was raised to demand its
suppression as soon as possible,” and that, while the definitive
period of termination would be left to subsequent negotiation,
the sovereigns would not consider their work done until the
trade was entirely suppressed.45

In the Treaty of Ghent, between Great Britain and the United
States, ratified February 17, 1815, Article 10, proposed by
Great Britain, declared that, “Whereas the traffic in slaves is
irreconcilable with the principles of humanity and justice,” the
two countries agreed to use their best endeavors in abolishing
the trade.46 The final overthrow of Napoleon was marked by a
second declaration of the powers, who, “desiring to give effect
to the measures on which they deliberated at the Congress of
Vienna, relative to the complete and universal abolition of the
Slave Trade, and having, each in their respective Dominions,
prohibited without restriction their Colonies and Subjects from
taking any part whatever in this Traffic, engage to renew
conjointly their efforts, with the view of securing final
success to those principles which they proclaimed in the
Declaration of the 4th February, 1815, and of concerting,
without loss of time, through their Ministers at the Courts of
London and of Paris, the most effectual measures for the entire
and definitive abolition of a Commerce so odious, and so
strongly condemned by the laws of religion and of nature.”47

Treaties further restricting the trade continued to be made by
Great Britain: Spain abolished the trade north of the equator
in 1817,48 and promised entire abolition in 1820; Spain,
Portugal, and Holland also granted a mutual limited Right of
Search to England, and joined in establishing mixed courts.49

The effort, however, to secure a general declaration of the
powers urging, if not compelling, the abolition of the trade in
1820, as well as the attempt to secure a qualified international
Right of Visit, failed, although both propositions were strongly
urged by England at the Conference of 1818.50

45. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 939-75
46. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III. No. 271, pages 735-48; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (edition of 1889), page 405.
47. This was inserted in the Treaty of Paris, November 20, 1815: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 292.
48. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1816-7, pages 33-74 (English version, 1823-4, page 702 ff.).
49. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1817-8, page 125 ff.
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Although a British-inspired agreement allegedly ended the Spanish slave trade, with Spain accepting 

£400,000 in compensation to abandon its slaveships (“negreros”), after the agreement slaves would be being 
brought into Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Santo Domingo in even greater numbers than before. The slaves would 
merely be brought illicitly aboard ships of other nations! What a tremendous improvement in human dignity 
and decency!

 September 25, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25th of 9th M 1817 / Our meeting was pretty well attended 
50. This was the first meeting of the London ministers of the powers according to agreement; they assembled December 4, 1817, 
and finally called a meeting of plenipotentiaries on the question of suppression at Aix-la-Chapelle, beginning October 24, 1818. 
Among those present were Metternich, Richelieu, Wellington, Castlereagh, Hardenberg, Bernstorff, Nesselrode, and Capodistrias. 
Castlereagh made two propositions: 1. That the five powers join in urging Portugal and Brazil to abolish the trade May 20, 1820; 2. 
That the powers adopt the principle of a mutual qualified Right of Search. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1818-9, pages 
21-88; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 346, pages 113-122.

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States

A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

this first was silent - In the last Monthly we had considerable 
buisnesss to me it was a low depressed Season & tho’ I was a 
little active, there was not much Spirit in me —Uncle P Lawton 
& Uncle B Freeborn & daughter dined with us

 September 26, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

6th day 26th 9 M / My H & John spent the day at Jonathon Dennis’s 
—

 September 27, Saturday: An Herrn Franz Schubert, a poem by Franz Xaver Schlechta, appeared in the Wiener 
allgemeine Theaterzeitung (this was the 1st time Schubert’s name appeared in a periodical). 

 September 28, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 28 of 9 M / Our meetings were both silent & both to me 
rather dull seasons, excepting a little while in the forenoon 
meeting life rose in my mind — David Buffum & father Rodman both 
unwell & absent which makes our high seats thin & wanting in 
weight to what they would be were they there. — Ellenor Lawton 
& sister Eliza took tea & set the evening with us —

 September 29, Monday: Commissioners Lewis Cass and Duncan McArthur, and several native American 
headmen, signed a treaty at Fort Meigs.

 September 31, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal: 

3rd day 31 of 9 M / This forenoon dear Mary Morton called to see 
us - after a little free & friendly conversation we droped for 
a moment into Silence when she observed that soon after she took 
her seat in the room, the case of Obedidam [Obed-Edom in whose 
house David deposited the Ark after the death of Uzzah, where 
it stayed for three months, bringing a blessing by its presence] 
occured to her mind & she believed it safest for her to express 
it, that the Ark of the testimony was deposited in his house & 
that he believed we were called to Stand among them in the place 
who were to bear the Ark of the testimony & encouraged us to 
hold fast & she believed that we like him should be blessed - 
This was Somewhat encouraging & did a little revive my drooping 
propsect with respect to the low state of things in this Town 
& Moy [Monthly] Meeting - many times when I have survey’d the 
poverty which awaits us both in purse & spirit, it has seemed 
as if I could say with the Queen of Sheba, tho’ in a reversed 
occasion “There is no more spirit in me”, yet hope again revives 
& we are encouraged to look for better times —
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 Fall: In Sterling, Mary Sawyer’s 2-year-old pet ewe, its fleece white as snow, one day followed the 11-year-
old scholar to her one-room schoolhouse. This was against the rules of the teacher Polly Kimball, and made 
the other students giggle, and brought about a famous piece of doggerel which has become part of the 
inviolable heritage of the English language. The first 12 lines of this poem seem to have been authored by John 
Roulstone, a local 12-year-old who was being tutored there before being sent off to college, and the second 
set of 12 lines it seems would have waited to be added by Sarah Josepha Hale when she published the poem 
in her POEMS FOR OUR CHILDREN as of 1830. One of the things we may learn of this incident is that as of 1817 
some young white New England females were allowed to obtain some basic education. Neither the earlier nor 
the later portion of this beloved piece of doggerel alleges the disposal of the sheepish rule-breaker — but it 
may be noted that in the vicinity of Sterling MA (although there is indeed an inedible copy of this ewe standing 
on the Sterling Common with a fleece as green as weathering bronze) no ewe’s grave has ever been either 
located or alleged.

FALL 1817
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 Fall: At that time the population of Concord was about 2,000:
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 October and November: In this timeframe Percy Bysshe Shelley’s LAON AND CYTHNA; OR, THE REVOLUTION 
OF THE GOLDEN CITY: A VISION OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. IN THE STANZA OF SPENSER was going through 
the presses.

 October: George Gordon, Lord Byron wrote BEPPO.

At the port of Alexandria, the head and torso of the statue known then as “younger Memnon” was loaded onto 
HMS Minerva.

 October 1, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 1st of 10th M 1817 / Meeting reather small & to me a 
lean time but not quite so hard as at some times - Silence 
prevailed —
D Buffum Jr & wife & Sister Mary took tea with us & in the evening 
were joined by Sister Ruth. —

 October 2, Friday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 2nd of 10th M / Have just returned from the Jail where 
I went to see Adam Anthony who was committed yesterday for 
refusing to pay a Military fine, he is not a Member of our 
society but it appears that he is so far convinced of Peace 
Principles as to refuse to bear Arms - he told me that he had 
no bed to lay on last night, but made no complaint of his 
situation. My mind was led into Sympathy with him & desires 
raised that he may keep on christian ground while standing & 
conversing with him, I remembered with feeling the sufferings & 
imprisonments of our Dear Ancient brethren on account of divers 
testimonies given them to bear. —
Adam Anthony the Young man above mentioned was let out of Jail 
in the course of the day by his Brother who came to town & paid 
his fine — Adams conduct was such as gave satisfaction & evinced 
the consistent man - Tho’ a number of us offered to be bound for 
his liberty of the house & yard & saw no impropriety in his 
having it, yet he declined the offer & seemd desirous of 
experiencing the ground fully for himself before he did any 
thing about it, & while the subject was deliberating upon - his 
Br came in & discharged him-

 October 5, Sunday: In Charlottesville, President James Monroe laid the cornerstone of the University of 
Virginia.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 5 of 10 M / Our forenoon Meeting was large & attended 

OCTOBER
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by a number such as perhaps are called “Gentry” in Ancient 
friends journals —David Buffum was large for him on the subject 
of the operation of the Spirit - Father Rodman a few words & 
Mary Morton set her seal to the whole very sweetly.- 
In the Afternoon took Sister Ruth to Portsmouth in Chaise my H 
being almost sick with a old, & rode to Portsmouth to attend the 
funeral of our goodly Ancient friend Isaac Sherman, where we 
found a very great assemblage of People, who conducted in a very 
solid manner. —

 October 8, Wednesday: Since the very last thing anyone should ever have allowed a person like John C. 
Calhoun to be was the US Secretary of War, on this day John became the US Secretary of War. What on earth 
were we thinking? (Oh, come on, you know what we were thinking: we were thinking that if we told this man 
that we expected him to defend us from our enemies, it would be rather less likely that he would attempt to 
kill us.)

 October 9, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 9th of 10 M 1817 / Being unwell with a pain in my side 
& shoulder thro’ my stomach, I was not at Meeting, but I almost 
doubt whether this was a sufficient excuse, being better than I 
was a few days past but I was affraid of taking cold

 October 14, Tuesday: 3d Lieutenant of the Corps of Artillery James Duncan Graham was promoted to 2d 
Lieutenant. He would find himself assigned topographical duties — although at that time such a specialty was 
not recognized within the US military.

 October 15, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 15th of 10 M / This Morning Dear Mary Morton called to 
see & take leave of us as she went down to the Packet to leave 
Newport for Philadelphia. She took a very affectionate farewell 
of us & expressed her desire for our well fare & said she felt 
for us & friends of our standing & situation in this Monthly 
Meeting, & in this Town particular beyond what she had any powers 
to express. her husband also came up to the door & bid us an 
hearty farewell, which I have no doubt was deeply felt by them, 
as it was by us. — John is now about 78 Years of age & tho’ he 
looks as fresh & healthy as he did 10 years ago, his limbs begin 
to fail & it is very doubtful whether he will ever come here 
again, so that as respects him I consider it as more than 
probably it was a final leave. — Sister Joanne & her sister Anne 
took tea with us & Anne set the evening. —

 October 16, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 16th of 10th M 1817 / Silent meeting but a pretty good 
one to me. —
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 October 17, Friday: Samuel Ringgold Ward was born on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, a slave:

I was born on the 17th October, 1817, in that part of the State
of Maryland, U.S., commonly called the Eastern Shore. I regret
that I can give no accurate account of the precise location of
my birthplace. I may as well state now the reason of my ignorance
of this matter. My parents were slaves. I was born a slave. They
escaped, and took their then only child with them. I was not
then old enough to know anything about my native place; and as
I grew up, in the State of New Jersey, where my parents lived
till I was nine years old, and in the State of New York
subsequently, where we lived for many years, my parents were
always in danger of being arrested and re-enslaved. To avoid
this, they took every possible caution: among their measures of
caution was the keeping of the children quite ignorant of their
birthplace, and of their condition, whether free or slave, when
born; because children might, by the dropping of a single word,
lead to the betrayal of their parents. My brother, however, was
born in New Jersey; and my parents, supposing (as is the general
presumption) that to be born in a free State is to be born free,
readily allowed us to tell where my brother was born; but my
birthplace I was neither permitted to tell nor to know. Hence,
while the secresy and mystery thrown about the matter led me,
most naturally, to suspect that I was born a slave, I never
received direct evidence of it, from either of my parents, until
I was four-and-twenty years of age; and then my mother informed
my wife, in my absence. Generous reader, will you therefore
kindly forgive my inability to say exactly where I was born;
what gentle stream arose near the humble cottage where I first
breathed —how that stream sparkled in the sunlight, as it
meandered through green meadows and forests of stately oaks,
till it gave its increased self as a contribution to the
Chesapeake Bay— if I do not tell you the name of my native town
and county, and some interesting details of their geographical,
agricultural, geological, and revolutionary history — if I am
silent as to just how many miles I was born from Baltimore the
metropolis, or Annapolis the capital, of my native State? Fain
would I satisfy you in all this; but I cannot, from sheer
ignorance. I was born a slave — where? Wherever it was, it was
where I dare not be seen or known, lest those who held my parents
and ancestors in slavery should make a claim, hereditary or
legal, in some form, to the ownership of my body and soul.
My father, from what I can gather, was descended from an African
prince. I ask no particular attention to this, as it comes to
me simply from tradition — such tradition as poor slaves may
maintain. Like the sources of the Nile, my ancestry, I am free
to admit, is rather difficult of tracing. My father was a pure-
blooded negro, perfectly black, with woolly hair; but, as is
frequently true of the purest negroes, of small, handsome
features. He was about 5 feet 10 inches in height, of good
figure, cheerful disposition, bland manners, slow in deciding,
firm when once decided, generous and unselfish to a fault; and
one of the most consistent, simple-hearted, straightforward
Christians, I ever knew. What I have grouped together here
concerning him you would see in your first acquaintance with
him, and you would see the same throughout his entire life. Had
he been educated, free, and admitted to the social privileges
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in early life for which nature fitted him, and for which even
slavery could not, did not, altogether unfit him, my poor
crushed, outraged people would never have had nor needed a
better representation of themselves — a better specimen of the
black gentleman. Yes: among the heaviest of my maledictions
against slavery is that which it deserves for keeping my poor
father —and millions like him— in the midnight and dungeon of
the grossest ignorance. Cowardly system as it is, it does not
dare to allow the slave access to the commonest sources of light
and learning.... My mother was a widow at the time of her
marriage with my father, and was ten years his senior. I know
little or nothing of her early life: I think she was not a mother
by her first marriage. To my father she bore three children, all
boys, of whom I am the second. Tradition is my only authority
for my maternal ancestry: that authority saith, that on the
paternal side my mother descended from Africa. Her mother,
however, was a woman of light complexion; her grandmother, a
mulattress; her great-grandmother, the daughter of an Irishman,
named Martin, one of the largest slaveholders in Maryland — a
man whose slaves were so numerous, that he did not know the
number of them. My mother was of dark complexion, but straight
silklike hair; she was a person of large frame, as tall as my
father, of quick discernment, ready decision, great firmness,
strong will, ardent temperament, and of deep, devoted, religious
character. Though a woman, she was not of so pleasing a
countenance as my father, and I am thought strongly to resemble
her. Like my father, she was converted in early life, and was a
member of the Methodist denomination (though a lover of all
Christian denominations) until her death.... In the midst of
that peculiarly bereaved feeling inseparable from realizing the
thought that one is both fatherless and motherless, it was a
sort of melancholy satisfaction to know that my dear parents
were gone beyond the reach of slavery and the Fugitive Law.
Endangered as their liberty always was, in the free Northern
States of New York and New Jersey — doubly so after the law of
1851 — I could but feel a great deal of anxiety concerning them.
I knew that there was no living claimant of my parents’ bodies
and souls; I knew, too, that neither of them would tamely submit
to re-enslavement: but I also knew that it was quite possible
there should be creditors, or heirs at law; and that there is
no State in the American Union wherein there were not free and
independent democratic republicans, and soi-disant Christians,
“ready, aye ready” to aid in overpowering and capturing a
runaway, for pay.... My eldest brother died before my birth....
I confess I never felt any personal fear of being retaken —
primarily because, as I said before, I knew of no legal
claimants; but chiefly because I knew it would be extremely
difficult to identify me. I was less than three years old when
brought away: to identify me as a man would be no easy matter.
Certainly, slaveholders and their more wicked Northern parasites
are not very particularly scrupulous about such matters; but
still, I never had much fear. My private opinion is, that he who
would have enslaved me would have “caught a Tartar”: for my peace
principles never extended so far as to either seek or accept
peace at the expense of liberty — if, indeed, a state of slavery
can by any possibility be a state of peace.... Some kind persons
who may read these pages will accuse me of bitterness towards
Americans generally, and slaveholders particularly: indeed,
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there are many professed abolitionists, on both sides of the
Atlantic, who have no idea that a black man should feel towards
and speak of his tormenters as a white man would concerning his.
But suppose the blacks had treated your family in the manner the
Americans have treated mine, for five generations: how would you
write about these blacks, and their system of bondage? You would
agree with me, that the 109th Psalm, from the 5th to the 21st
verses inclusive, was written almost purposely for them....
It seems that when young I was a very weakly child, whose life
for the first two years and a half appeared suspended upon the
most fragile fibre of the most delicate cord. It is not probable
that any organic or constitutional disease was afflicting me,
but a general debility, the more remarkable as both my parents
were robust, healthy persons. Happily for me, my mother was
permitted to “hire her time,” as it is called in the South —
i.e., she was permitted to do what she pleased, and go where she
pleased, provided she paid to the estate a certain sum annually.
This she found ample means of doing, by her energy, ingenuity,
and economy. My mother was a good financier (O that her mantle
had fallen on me!) She paid the yearly hire, and pocketed a
surplus, wherewith she did much to add to the comforts of her
husband and her sickly child. So long and so hopeless was my
illness, that the parties owning us feared I could not be reared
for the market — the only use for which, according to their
enlightened ideas, a young negro could possibly be born or
reared; their only hope was in my mother’s tenderness. Yes: the
tenderness of a mother, in that intensely FREE Country, is a
matter of trade, and my poor mother’s tender regard for her
offspring had its value in dollars and cents.
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 October 18, Saturday: This year was the 300th since the nailing of the 95 theses to the door of the Roman 
Catholic edifice in Wittenberg, Schloßkirche: 

German republican students converged on the Schloss Wartburg near Eisenach, Germany in which Martin 
Luther had sought refuge while translating the Bible into the German language.
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Inside that castle was preserved the authentic whale vertebra that Luther had used as a footstool!

What this Wartburg Festival in Jena to commemorate the anniversaries of Luther’s death and the Battle of 
Leipzig demonstrated was the revolutionary sentiments of these German students. Here were 400 students 
from a dozen universities listening to impassioned political speeches and swearing deep oaths. They lighted 
an enormous bonfire into which they cast various symbolic objects.

This castle had since become a symbol of German nationalism, associated with the black-red-gold color 
scheme of the uniforms of the Königlich Preußisches Freikorps von Lützow — that would eventually be 
adopted as the flag of a unified Germany. At the castle on this day, the students assembled around a cheery 
bonfire of all the reactionary books they could easily get their hands upon, such as August Freidrich Ferdinand 
von Kotzebue’s GESCHICHTE DES DEUTSCHEN REICHES VON DESSEN URSPRUNGE BIS ZU DESSEN UNTERGANGE 
(a gesture that in a later timeframe would come to be considered more problematic than it had seemed for that 
event :-). They pitched symbols of everything they hated into this bonfire, such as the Police Statute Book of 
the notorious Prussian Minister of Justice, Herr von Kamptz, the Code Napoleon, and especially the final act 
of the Congress of Vienna.

Etienne-Nicolas Méhul died of tuberculosis in Paris, aged 54 years.

La clochette, ou Le diable page, an opéra féerie by Louis Joseph Ferdinand Hérold to words of Théaulon de 
Lambert, was performed for the initial time, at the Théâtre Feydeau, Paris.

 October 19, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 19th of 10 M / Our meetings both silent & both rather 
dull times to me.— In the evening call to see several friends
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 October 20, Monday: The first “Showboat,” a converted keelboat, left Nashville to put on shows in local 
towns alongside the Mississippi River.

 October 22, Wednesday: A Grand Bacchanale for orchestra by Gaspare Spontini was performed for the initial 
time, in a performance of Les danaïdes by Antonio Salieri. 

Helen Louisa Thoreau’s 5th birthday.

 October 23, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 23rd of 10 M / Silent Meeting & to me a good one - Our 
Old decriped [sic] friend Benjamin Anthony from New Cornwall in 
N York state was at meeting with us - his body & limbs are much 
drawn with the Rheumatism & he is unable to sit on seats & brings 
a chair with him & has it placed in the Alley - he frequently 
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preaches & speaks sitting. —
This evening rec’d a very acceptable letter from my friend John 
Heald dated the 6th inst. (Fairfield Ohio) —

 October 24, Friday: When the New Bedford Morning Mercury reported the death of Paul Cuffe it wrote of 
“his Brethren” but, by this, it definitely did not indicate his coreligionists the local Quakers. No of course not 
–get a clue!– what this gazette meant by “his Brethren” was the other people of colour living in the vicinity.

 October 26, Sunday: Heinrich August Marschner got married with Emilie von Cerva, daughter of a 
businessman and city council member, in Pressburg (Bratislava). 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 26 of 10 M / Our Meetings were both Silent & Small the 
weather being wet & several friends confind with colds, our high 
seats were quite thin - The forenoon meeting was to me pretty 
well favor’d & a measure of it experienced in the Afternoon but 
a roving time at best -

 October 28, Tuesday: On this day all of Concord’s plans for the proper care of the town poor went up in 
smoke. The alms-house burned, a loss estimated at $3,500.

Provision Against Fire. — The Fire Society was organized May 5,
1794, and holds its annual meetings on the 2d Monday in January.
The Presidents have been, Jonathan Fay, Esq., Dr. Joseph Hunt
Tilly Merrick, Esq., Dr. Isaac Hurd, Deacon Francis Jarvis, Hon.
Samuel Hoar, and Joseph Barrett, Esq. The Engine Company was
formed, and the first engine procured, in 1794. A new engine was
obtained in 1818.
A Volunteer Engine Company was organized in 1827, who procured
by subscription a new engine in 1831.51

MAINTENANCE OF THE POOR.— This has long been an important item in
the expenses of the town. From the earliest town records it
appears that they were supported by subscription, or by several
individuals voluntarily agreeing to keep them, in rotation. The
first poor-rate, £10, was raised in 1721. About 1753, a small
alms-house was built, principally by subscription, where Dr.
Bartlett now [1835] lives, and where part of the poor were kept
for nearly 50 years. Five years prior to 1800 they were let out
collectively by contract. They cost £185 in 1791, $936.50 in
1796, and $900 in 1801. In 1800, the selectmen were directed to
put them out to the lowest bidder “either altogether, in lots,
or singly.” This auction usually took place immediately after
the town meeting in May. This practice continued till 1821, when
a contract was made to keep the poor together for $1,450; in
1824, for $1,200; and in 1827, for $1,150. Since then they have
been supported in the pauper establishment belonging to the
town.

51. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston MA: Russell, Odiorne, 
and Company; Concord MA: John Stacy, 1835
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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The rent of the Cargill farm, after it came into possession of
the town, was vested as a fund for the erection of an alms-house.
In 1816, this fund amounted to $2,359 and the town raised the
additional sum of $650 and commenced the erection of the
proposed building. Just before it was completed, October 28,
1817 it was burnt. In 1827, the buildings on the farm were
enlarged and repaired in their present [1835] form.
For all genuine objects of charity, the people of Concord have
ever been ready to bestow their aid with generosity. In 1819 the
town gave $200, and individuals $110 more, to the Lunatic
Asylum, in connexion with the Massachusetts General Hospital.52

This is one of many similar acts of benevolence, which might be
mentioned.53

 October 29, Wednesday: In Dresden, L’Accoglienza J.221, a cantata by Carl Maria von Weber, was 
performed for the initial time, to celebrate the wedding of Princess Maria Carolina of Saxony with the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany (because this wedding had several times been postponed, the court music director had 
several times needed to postpone his own wedding). 

 October 30, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 30th of 10 M / My H not being well - took Sister Ruth & 
rode to Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting, on the 
way stoped & warmed ourselves at Uncle Thurstons - At the first 
meeting it was a poor time to me, tho’ I believe others were 
favord with bread Jonathon Dennis delivered a short testimony 
which was followed by another from his wife - then David Buffum, 
not lengthy but very lively & impressive & it appeard to me that 
the condition of the meeting was betterd after it —
In the last meeting was had considerable buisness with which we 
got along with harmony & I trust love. — Tho’ under an humbling 
sense of my own deficiencis, yet it seemed right to me to engage 
a little in the concerns that came before us, which has not 
occasioned uneasiness but rather afforded the reflection of 
having endeavord to be doing a “little of that my hands find to 
do, in my day in society. —
Dined at Uncle Thurstons & rode home —

 November/December: Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s HISTORY OF A SIX WEEKS’ TOUR recounted the 
continental tour she and Percy Bysshe Shelley had taken in 1814 following their elopement, and recounted 
their summer near Geneva in 1816.

52. After acknowledging, in very complimentary terms, the receipt of this donation, James Prince, Esq., the treasurer, remarks, in a 
letter dated June 29, 1819;— “This act of liberality and compassion, the first which has been displayed towards the Asylum from 
our citizens in their corporate relation, affords additional pleasure from the circumstance, that it emanated from a town, whose 
citizens were enrolled in the front ranks of patriotism and valor, at a most interesting period of our national history; and the trustees 
cannot but hope, that the influence of their bright example will now, as it did then, stimulate to wise imitation other towns within 
the state, and thus essentially subserve those principles of philanthropy and charity which led to the establishment, and which must 
be continued to secure the continuance, of this interesting institution.”
53. Ibid.

NOVEMBER
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 November: Samuel Taylor Coleridge published “Zapolya: A Christmas Tale.”

Colonel Thomas Wildman purchased the ruin of Newstead Abbey from George Gordon, Lord Byron for a 
surprisingly generous amount. The Colonel’s ample funds derived from slave plantations on the island of 
Jamaica.

 November 2, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 2nd of 11th M 1817 / In the forenoon a Silent meeting & 
to me a good time — In the Afternoon Hannah Dennis was concern’d 
in a short encouraging testimony - both meetings were Small in 
consequence of Rain & stromy weather.

Four Approaches to the Writer’s Estate
Approach “Old Money” “New Money” “Sweat Equity” “Just Enough Money”

Writer Lord Byron Sir Walter Scott Henry Thoreau Virginia Wolff

Estate Newstead Abbey Abbotsford Walden Pond A Room of One’s Own

Results Bailout Insolvency Immortality Feminism
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 November 4, Tuesday: In Prague, Carl Maria von Weber got married with the celebrated soprano Caroline 
Brandt.

 November 5, Wednesday: Princess Charlotte Augusta Hanover of Wales, heir presumptive to the throne of 
Great Britain, after 50 hours of labor gave birth to a stillborn male infant.

The British forced Daulat Rao Sindhia to sign a Treaty of Gwalior requiring him to aid the British against the 
Pindaris. 

The Peshwa destroyed the British residency at Poona, which would result in the 3d Maratha War.

 November 6, Thursday: Milosh Obrenovic became Prince of Serbia, replacing George Petrovic who had died 
on July 25th.

Princess Charlotte Augusta Hanover of Wales, the only legitimate child of Prince Regent George who had 
been destined since her birth to become eventually the Queen of Great Britain, instead died at the age of 21 at 
Claremont House, Esher, in Surrey, of post-partum hemorrhage and shock early in the morning, after having 
been delivered the previous day of a stillborn male infant. This funeral would of course be promoted as a 
national tragedy or media event — even the undertakers would get drunk. The mother Caroline was not duly 
informed of her daughter’s death, nor invited to the funeral. When she would find out about it courtesy of a 
traveler, she would faint. The proto-queen’s body would be interred in St. George’s Chapel of Windsor with 
her stillborn male infant at her feet. Percy Bysshe Shelley immediately began “Address to the People on the 
Death of the Princess Charlotte” somewhat in the manner in which Elton John would in this century celebrate 
the untimely death of the Princess Diana in a Paris auto accident, adding of course a few rough touches in the 
mode of Diana’s brother’s funeral declarations about the social context of her demise:

Shelley would compare and contrast this express “private grief” to the lack of affect being displayed by the 
public and by the press in regard to the hangings, drawings, and quarterings being carried out at virtually the 
same time of three laborers, Jeremiah Brandreth, Isaac Ludlam, and William Turner, who had been detected 

We cannot truly grieve for every one who dies beyond the circle of
those especially dear to us; yet in the extinction of the objects of
public love and admiration, and gratitude, there is something, if we
enjoy a liberal mind, which has departed from within that circle....
But this appeal to the feelings of men should not be made lightly, or
in a any manner that tends to waste, on inadequate objects, those
fertilizing streams of sympathy, which a public mourning should be the
occasion of pouring forth. This solemnity should be used only to
express a wide and intelligible calamity, and one which is felt to be
such by those who feel for their country and for mankind; its character
ought to be universal, not particular.
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in Luddite activities (that is, had been incited to lead the Pentrich Rising):

The Princess Charlotte’s obstetrician, Sir Richard Croft, who had correctly diagnosed a transverse lie of the 
baby during labour but had somehow failed to resort to forceps as would have been the standard procedure 
during that era, would three months later commit suicide. For the details as to Princess Charlotte Augusta in 
the early 19th Century, refer to Stephen C. Behrendt’s ROYAL MOURNING AND REGENCY CULTURE: ELEGIES 
AND MEMORIALS OF PRINCESS CHARLOTTE, Macmillan / St. Martin’s Press, 1997. Public exercises in 
mourning were great and widespread, a huge number of poems, sermons, and other literary and quasi-literary 
texts appeared almost immediately, commemorative ceramic objects, textiles, coins, sculptures, and music 
followed. That princess had been widely regarded as an attractive domestic alternative to the Prince Regent, 
her widely unpopular father, as well as to his largely disgraced estranged wife Caroline of Brunswick, and this 
untimely death was therefore a most grievous blow to those who had invested this princess with the symbolic 
significance of “England’s Hope.” Much as Elton John has reinvented Diana as “England’s Rose,” Charlotte 
would be apostrophized in that period as “Albion’s Rose.” Anna Laetitia Aikin Barbauld’s COLLECTED 
WORKS published in 1825 would have a poem for Princess Charlotte which is very much in the mode of 
sensibility and emphasizes the universal mourning the death occasioned except in the case of the mad George 
III who no longer has the capacity for grief. Charlotte’s funeral resembled Diana’s laying in state in 
Westminster Abbey. The parallels are rich because Charlotte was fashioned in the public mind as a sort of 

precursor to the “domestic virtues” we later associate with the Victorian era — and indeed, it was her death, 
at the stillbirth of her only child, that would ensure that, 20 years later, a princess named Victoria would ascend 
the throne of England.

ON THE
DEATH OF THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE.

Let us follow the corpse of British Liberty slowly and reverently to
its tomb: and if some glorious Phantom should appear, and make its
throne of broken swords and sceptres and royal crowns trampled in the
dust, let us say that the Spirit of Liberty has arisen from its grave
and left all that was dross and mortal there, and kneel down and
worship it as our Queen.
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——

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 6th of 11 M / Silent Meeting. —

Yes, Britain mourns, as with electric touch,
For youth, for love, for happiness destroyed,
Her universal population melts
In grief spontaneous, and hard hearts are moved,
And rough unpolished natures learn to feel
For those they envied, leveled in the dust
By Fate’s impartial stroke ; and pulpits sound
With vanity and woe to earthly goods,
And urge and dry the tear. — Yet one there is
Who midst this general burst of grief remains
In strange tranquillity ; whom not the stir
And long-drawn murmurs of the gathering crowd,
That by his very windows trail the pomp
Of hearse, and blazoned arms, and long array
Of sad funereal rites, nor the loud groans
And deep-felt anguish of a husband’s heart,
Can move to mingle with this flood one tear :
In careless apathy, perhaps in mirth,
He wears the day. Yet is he near in blood,
The very stem on which this blossom grew,
And at his knees she fondled in the charm
And grace spontaneous which along belongs
To untaught infancy : — Yet O forbear !
Nor deem him hard of heart ; for awful, struck
By Heaven’s severest visitation, sad,
Like a scathed oak amidst the forest trees,
Lonely he stands ; — leaves bud, and shoot, and fall ;
He holds no sympathy with living nature
Or time’s incessant change. Then in this hour,
While pensive thought is busy with the woes
And restless change of poor humanity,
Think then, O think of him, and breathe one prayer,
Form the full tide of sorrow spare one tear,
For him who does not weep !
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 November 7, Friday: The hanging and then beheading for treason of three laborers, Jeremiah Brandreth, Isaac 
Ludlam, and William Turner, who had been detected in Luddite activities (that is, had been incited to lead the 
Pentrich Rising). In “An Address to the People on The Death of the Princess Charlotte,” Percy Bysshe Shelley 
would proclaim this to be a greater tragedy for the nation than the unexpected death of Princess Charlotte 
Augusta Hanover of Wales on the previous day.

These would prove to be the final beheadings by ax in Britain.

 November 8, Saturday: French Guiana, occupied by Portugal since 1809, was returned to France.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 8 of 11 M This day was inter’d the remains of Benjamin 
Barker (shoemaker) he has been thro’ life a Man innocent in life 
& conversation & in his last illness which has been for several 
Months, he enjoyed a Sweet tender frame of Spirit, patient & 
resigned to the change, he expressed when one day I called in 
to set with him a little while that he had enjoyed many blessed 
Meetings since his sickness & was endeavoring to wait patiently 
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the time of his departure - his funeral was attended by a large 
number of friends & others

 November 9, Sunday: Percy Bysshe Shelley in The Examiner:

On the 7th November, Brandreth, Turner and Ludlam
ascended the scaffold. We feel for Brandreth the less,
because it seems he killed a man. But recollect who
instigated him to the proceedings which led to murder.
On the word of a dying man, Brandreth tells us, that
“Oliver brought him to this” - that, “but for Oliver,
he would not have been there.” See, too, Ludlam and
Turner, with their sons and brothers, and sisters, how
they kneel together in this dreadful agony of prayer.
With that dreadful penalty before their eyes - with that
tremendous sanction for the truth of all he spoke,
Turner exclaimed loudly and distinctly, while the
executioner was putting the rope round his neck, “This
is all Oliver and the government.” What more he might
have said we know not, because the chaplain prevented
any further observations. Troops of horse, with keen and
glittering swords, hemmed in the multitudes collected
to witness this abominable exhibition. “When the stroke
of the axe was heard, there was a burst of horror from
the crowd. The instant the head was exhibited, there was
a tremendous shriek set up, and the multitude ran
violently in all directions, as if under the impulse of
sudden frenzy. Those who resumed their stations,
groaned and hooted.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 9 of 11 M / Our meeting was pretty full & tho’ to me it 
was a season of much dryness Yet I trust there were those present 
who were more favor’d - Father Rodman concerned in a short 
testimony - Sister Eliza dined with us & has just come in & 
wanted to know if I was writing in my journal & wished to see 
it but I declined as there is nothing here worth seeing. She 
concluded she should see it when I am gone, but as I chiefly 
write for my own satisfaction it is probable that should she 
survive me but a small portion of what I have written will be 
found but that is a subject I leave as we know what may happen -
This Afternoon Meeting was Silent

 November 11, Tuesday: In the Teatro San Carlo of Naples, Armida, a dramma by Gioachino Rossini to words 
of Schmidt after Tasso, was performed for the initial time, and neither its audience nor the critics liked it at all.

Percy Bysshe Shelley was writing (and perhaps would soon afterward publish) AN ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE 
ON THE DEATH OF THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE (she had died during childbirth on November 6th).
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 November 12, Wednesday: Baha’Ullah (Mirza Husayn Ali), who would found the Baha’i faith, was born.

Within a month of his arrival in Lexington, Kentucky, Anton Philipp Heinrich directed a concert of music by 
notable composers including Mozart, Haydn, and Ludwig van Beethoven. Heinrich also performed solo music 
for violin.

In Newport, Rhode Island, a Quaker died who had in 1756 at the age of 26 been half owner of a negrero (the 
sloop Dolphin) that was trading slaves to Barbados. A considerable number of the town’s black citizens 
attended this funeral to make manifest their respect for this man –Thomas Robinson– who had for so many 
years been attempting to atone for this error of his youth. Here is the record made by Friend Stephen Wanton 
Gould:

4th day 12th of 11th M 1817 / This Afternoon attended the funeral 
Of our Ancient friend Thomas Robinson he Died about 3 OC on 2nd 
day [Monday] morning the 10th inst In the 87 Year of his Age
He has long been a very useful man to the community at large & 
also in our society - His venreable appearance in his walks in 
life inspired respect from those who were his enemies, & of those 
he had many particularly from the zealous & active part which 
he took in the Abolition of the slave trade & against men 
concerned in the Slave trade he took a decided & active part so 
far as they were concerned in that trade, by doing all in his 
power to relive [relieve] the Suffering of the African race, 
he was for many Years the strong friend of the Negro a 
considerable number of whom manifested their respect by 
attending his funeral He was also a useful & active member of 
our society as the minutes of the Monthly Meeting for a long 
number of Years will testify his natural talents were such as 
renderd his services peculiarly necessary in difficult & 
intricate cases -
I remember once while I was an apprentice, being at his house 
on an errand, he particularly noticed me & addressed me in a 
feeling manner with much good & pertinent advice, which I have 
many times recur’d to & have no doubt it has been a means of 
preservation - he was a man of midling height with a quick & 
penetrating eye, his habit very thin being often reduced with 
the Ashma [asthma] - I have his appearance as he walked the 
Street full in my minds eye tho’ for a number of Years he has 
been confind to home by age & infirmity, he wore a old brown 
Wig, walked slow, & with a measured Step with a cane in his hand. 
— his house was for Years the principle lodging of most of the 
Public friends who happened here & at the Yearly Meeting no 
friend in town entertained more than he did, & tho’ he has been 
out of circulation for some years past he continued to do acts 
of Benevolence as long as he lived both in a pecuniary way & by 
skilfull advice to such as were in difficult circumstances - I 
have often seen his venerable countenance Strike an Awe on such 
as were [pert?] & irreverant both in private companies & some 
public Assemblies.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 November 13, Thursday: Henry Pool of Gloucester, 20-year-old son of John Pool & Anna Davis Pool, 
was drowned off Thatcher’s Island.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 13th of 11 M 1817 / Silent meeting& to me a rather dull 
season. This Afternoon favord with a little life

 November 14, Friday: On his sister Fanny’s 12th birthday, Felix Mendelssohn dedicated to her a piano 
arrangement he made of the overture to The Marriage of Figaro. 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

This silhouette of Stephen Wanton Gould exists in Box 14, Folder 7 in the special collections of Cornell Library. I also have it as a high-quality .tiff file.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 November 15, Saturday: At the Dresden Hoftheater, Hold ist der Cyanendranz, a song for solo voices and 
chorus by Carl Maria von Weber, was performed for the initial time, as part of Der Weinberg an der Elbe, a 
play by Kind.

A form of cholera arose in Jessore, in Bengal, India, in which death came four to five hours subsequent to the 
1st onset of symptoms of illness. From the diary of Lord Moira, Marquis of Hastings, who was at the time 
leading one of the armies of native recruits of the East India Company: “500 have died since sunset yesterday.”

 November 16, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 16th of 11 M / Both meetings silent — Took tea with D 
Buffum Jr & After tea Henry Gould came out & we walked over to 
see John Weeden who has been some weeks confin’d with a fever, 
where we Set a little while & then came home. —

 November 17, Monday: Samuel Tenney Hildreth was born, son of the Reverend Hosea Hildreth and Sarah 
McLeod Hildreth of Exeter, New Hampshire (younger brother of Richard Hildreth). He would be a companion 
of David Henry Thoreau at Harvard College, class poet of the Class of 1837, and an editor and repeat 
contributor to the student literary magazine, HARVARDIANA, to which Thoreau himself would not contribute.
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 November 19, Wednesday: By order of King Louis XVIII, Gaspare Spontini became a naturalized citizen of 
France.

The negrero Tentativa was intercepted and found to have aboard it a cargo of 128 slaves, and was brought into 
the harbor of Savannah, Georgia (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress, 1st session II, No. 12, page 38; HOUSE 
REPORTS, 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, page 81; refer to FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE, 1824, pages 44-7).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The United States cruisers succeeded now
and then in capturing a slaver, like the “Eugene,” which was
taken when within four miles of the New Orleans bar.54 President
Madison again, in 1816, urged Congress to act on account of the
“violations and evasions which, it is suggested, are chargeable
on unworthy citizens, who mingle in the slave trade under
foreign flags, and with foreign ports; and by collusive
importations of slaves into the United States, through adjoining
ports and territories.”55 The executive was continually in
receipt of ample evidence of this illicit trade and of the
helplessness of officers of the law. In 1817 it was reported to
the Secretary of the Navy that most of the goods carried to
Galveston were brought into the United States; “the more
valuable, and the slaves are smuggled in through the numerous
inlets to the westward, where the people are but too much
disposed to render them every possible assistance. Several
hundred slaves are now at Galveston, and persons have gone from
New-Orleans to purchase them. Every exertion will be made to
intercept them, but I have little hopes of success.”56 Similar
letters from naval officers and collectors showed that a system
of slave piracy had arisen since the war, and that at Galveston
there was an establishment of organized brigands, who did not
go to the trouble of sailing to Africa for their slaves, but
simply captured slavers and sold their cargoes into the United
States. This Galveston nest had, in 1817, eleven armed vessels
to prosecute the work, and “the most shameful violations of the
slave act, as well as our revenue laws, continue to be
practised.”57 Cargoes of as many as three hundred slaves were
arriving in Texas. All this took place under Aury, the buccaneer
governor; and when he removed to Amelia Island in 1817 with the
McGregor raid, the illicit traffic in slaves, which had been
going on there for years,58 took an impulse that brought it even
to the somewhat deaf ears of Collector Bullock. He reported, May
22, 1817: “I have just received information from a source on
which I can implicitly rely, that it has already become the
practice to introduce into the state of Georgia, across the St.
Mary’s River, from Amelia Island, East Florida, Africans, who
have been carried into the Port of Fernandina, subsequent to the
capture of it by the Patriot army now in possession of it ...;
were the legislature to pass an act giving compensation in some

54. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 22, 38. This slaver was after capture sent to New Orleans, — 
an illustration of the irony of the Act of 1807.
55. HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 2d session, page 15.
56. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 36, page 5.
57. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 8-14. See Chew’s letter of Oct. 17, 1817: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 14-16.
58. By the secret Joint Resolution and Act of 1811 (STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471), Congress gave the President power to suppress 
the Amelia Island establishment, which was then notorious. The capture was not accomplished until 1817.
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manner to informers, it would have a tendency in a great degree
to prevent the practice; as the thing now is, no citizen will
take the trouble of searching for and detecting the slaves. I
further understand, that the evil will not be confined
altogether to Africans, but will be extended to the worst class
of West India slaves.”59

Undoubtedly, the injury done by these pirates to the regular
slave-trading interests was largely instrumental in
exterminating them. Late in 1817 United States troops seized
Amelia Island, and President Monroe felicitated Congress and the
country upon escaping the “annoyance and injury” of this illicit
trade.60 The trade, however, seems to have continued, as is shown
by such letters as the following, written three and a half months
later: — 

PORT OF DARIEN, March 14, 1818.
... It is a painful duty, sir, to express to you, that I am in
possession of undoubted information, that African and West India
negroes are almost daily illicitly introduced into Georgia, for
sale or settlement, or passing through it to the territories of
the United States for similar purposes; these facts are
notorious; and it is not unusual to see such negroes in the
streets of St. Mary’s, and such too, recently captured by our
vessels of war, and ordered to Savannah, were illegally bartered
by hundreds in that city, for this bartering or bonding (as it
is called, but in reality selling,) actually took place before
any decision had [been] passed by the court respecting them. I
cannot but again express to you, sir, that these irregularities
and mocking of the laws, by men who understand them, and who,
it was presumed, would have respected them, are such, that it
requires the immediate interposition of Congress to effect a
suppression of this traffic; for, as things are, should a
faithful officer of the government apprehend such negroes, to
avoid the penalties imposed by the laws, the proprietors
disclaim them, and some agent of the executive demands a
delivery of the same to him, who may employ them as he pleases,
or effect a sale by way of a bond, for the restoration of the
negroes when legally called on so to do; which bond, it is
understood, is to be forfeited, as the amount of the bond is so
much less than the value of the property.... There are many
negroes ... recently introduced into this state and the Alabama
territory, and which can be apprehended. The undertaking would
be great; but to be sensible that we shall possess your
approbation, and that we are carrying the views and wishes of
the government into execution, is all we wish, and it shall be
done, independent of every personal consideration.
I have, etc.61

This “approbation” failed to come to the zealous collector, and
on the 5th of July he wrote that, “not being favored with a
reply,” he has been obliged to deliver over to the governor’s
agents ninety-one illegally imported Negroes.62 Reports from

59. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 10-11. Cf. Report of the House Committee, Jan. 10, 1818: “It 
is but too notorious that numerous infractions of the law prohibiting the importation of slaves into the United States have been 
perpetrated with impunity upon our southern frontier.” AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 441.
60. Special message of Jan. 13, 1818: HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 137-9.
61. Collector McIntosh, of the District of Brunswick, Ga., to the Secretary of the Treasury. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st 
session, III. No. 42, pages 8-9.
62. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 6-7.
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other districts corroborate this testimony. The collector at
Mobile writes of strange proceedings on the part of the courts.63

General D.B. Mitchell, ex-governor of Georgia and United States
Indian agent, after an investigation in 1821 by Attorney-General
Wirt, was found “guilty of having prostituted his power, as
agent for Indian affairs at the Creek agency, to the purpose of
aiding and assisting in a conscious breach of the act of Congress
of 1807, in prohibition of the slave trade — and this from
mercenary motives.”64 The indefatigable Collector Chew of New
Orleans wrote to Washington that, “to put a stop to that traffic,
a naval force suitable to those waters is indispensable,” and
that “vast numbers of slaves will be introduced to an alarming
extent, unless prompt and effectual measures are adopted by the
general government.”65 Other collectors continually reported
infractions, complaining that they could get no assistance from
the citizens,66 or plaintively asking the services of “one small
cutter.”67

Meantime, what was the response of the government to such
representations, and what efforts were made to enforce the act?
A few unsystematic and spasmodic attempts are recorded. In 1811
some special instructions were sent out,68 and the President was
authorized to seize Amelia Island.69 Then came the war; and as
late as November 15, 1818, in spite of the complaints of
collectors, we find no revenue cutter on the Gulf coast.70 During
the years 1817 and 181871 some cruisers went there irregularly,
but they were too large to be effective; and the partial
suppression of the Amelia Island pirates was all that was
accomplished. On the whole, the efforts of the government lacked
plan, energy, and often sincerity. Some captures of slavers were
made;72 but, as the collector at Mobile wrote, anent certain
cases, “this was owing rather to accident, than any well-timed
arrangement.” He adds: “from the Chandalier Islands to the
Perdido river, including the coast, and numerous other islands,
we have only a small boat, with four men and an inspector, to
oppose to the whole confederacy of smugglers and pirates.”73

To cap the climax, the government officials were so negligent
that Secretary Crawford, in 1820, confessed to Congress that “it
appears, from an examination of the records of this office, that
no particular instructions have ever been given, by the
Secretary of the Treasury, under the original or supplementary
acts prohibiting the introduction of slaves into the United
States.”74 Beside this inactivity, the government was criminally
negligent in not prosecuting and punishing offenders when
captured. Urgent appeals for instruction from prosecuting
attorneys were too often received in official silence;

63. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 11-12.
64. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 529.
65. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 7.
66. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 6.
67. HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 82.
68. They were not general instructions, but were directed to Commander Campbell. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d 
session, IV. No. 84, pages 5-6.
69. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471 ff.
70. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, pages 8-9.
71. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 84. Cf. Chew’s letters in HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. 
No. 348.
72. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 22, 38; 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 100, page 13; 16th 
Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 9, etc.; HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 85.
73. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, pages 8-9.
74. HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 77.
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complaints as to the violation of law by State officers went
unheeded;75 informers were unprotected and sometimes driven from
home.76 Indeed, the most severe comment on the whole period is
the report, January 7, 1819, of the Register of the Treasury,
who, after the wholesale and open violation of the Act of 1807,
reported, in response to a request from the House, “that it doth
not appear, from an examination of the records of this office,
and particularly of the accounts (to the date of their last
settlement) of the collectors of the customs, and of the several
marshals of the United States, that any forfeitures had been
incurred under the said act.”77

 November 20, Thursday: The 1st US war against the Black Seminoles living in the swamps of the Gulf coast 
officially commenced with an attack upon Fowl Town, the home of Headman Neamathla.

“...the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.”
   — Declaration of Independence

“...The conflicts of Europeans with American-Indians, 
Maoris and other aborigines in temperate regions ... 
if we judge by the results we cannot regret that such 
wars have taken place ... the process by which the 
American continent has been acquired for European 
civilization [was entirely justified because] there 
is a very great and undeniable difference between 
the civilization of the colonizers and that of the 
dispossessed natives....”

— Bertrand Russell,
THE ETHICS OF WAR, January 1915

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 20 of 11 M / A pretty good meeting & I believe nearly 
all them members present - Father Rodman appeard in a Short but 
to me very satisfactory testimony. —

75. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 11: “The Grand Jury found true bills against the owners of 
the vessels, masters, and a supercargo — all of whom are discharged; why or wherefore I cannot say, except that it could not be 
for want of proof against them.”
76. E.g., in July, 1818, one informer “will have to leave that part of the country to save his life”: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 
2d session, VI. No. 100, page 9.
77. Joseph Nourse, Register of the Treasury, to Hon. W.H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 
2d session, VI. No. 107, page 5.
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 November 22, Saturday: The Duchy of Lucca was created, under Duchess Maria Luisa. 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 22 of 11 M / Went this Afternoon to Connanicut. After 
Attending to a little buisness which I had with Several persons 
-went to Cousin Joseph Greens & drank tea & lodged — 1st day 
[Sunday] Attended Meeting on Connanicut it fell to my lot to 
sit at The head of the Meeting & to break it. - certainly I have 
been in meetings where I felt better Authority to give the 
concluding sign & token of Unity for me it was a season of some 
dearth & poverty — There are between 20 & 30 persons who usually 
attend that meeting & some of them pretty solid - but there are 
so few members, say two Men & two Women & they (except Job 
Weeden) on the Wane of life & many time unable to get out that 
I hardly see how they can have the meeting continued thro’ the 
Winter & it is tedious & expensive for a committee to attend it. 
— I dined at J Greenes & came home in season to be at the 
Afternoon Meeting.

 November 25, Tuesday: Harland Coultas was christened at the Wesleyan Methodist church in Brigg, Lincoln, 
England. He would attend the Shoreditch parish Wesleyan Theological Institution, St. Leonard, Middlesex 
County, England.

Thomas Jefferson wrote George Ticknor, Harvard College’s new Smith Professor of French and Spanish 
Languages and Literatures, about the need of the Republic for an informed citizenry, repeating among other 
old wisdoms the Baconian maxim that

(We may note that in this year of 1817 Harvard, using funding obtained through the selling of slaves in the 
sugarcane fields of Antigua, was creating its new Law School.)

 November 27, Thursday: Governor Stephen Decatur Miller informed the South Carolina legislature that 
“Slavery is not a national evil; on the contrary, it is a national benefit.”

Nagpuri forces were defeated by the British at Sitabalsi.

The British Prince-Regent edicted that no British subject was to participate in any war between Spain and its 
American colonies (this edict would be widely ignored). 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in  his journal:

5th day 27 of 11th M / Our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day held 
in Town was well attended. The first was larger than common as 
a number came in who were not members being what is denominated 
Thanksgiving Day Anne Almy & Ruth Davis were present in addition 
to our other ministers, but all were silent —
In the last meeting we had considerable buisness & all concluded 
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pretty well tho’ there was some pretty trying occurences, yet I 
believe love prevailed. —
Uncle Thurston only dined with us. Sister Eliza set the evening 
with us.

 November 29, Saturday: Adrien Boieldieu was elected to the French Institute, replacing Etienne-Nicolas 
Méhul.

In Brazil, Tomás António de Vila-Nova Portugal replaced João Paulo Bezerra as Secretary of State (prime 
minister) of Portugal.

Dr. Walter Channing, Professor of Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence at Harvard Medical School, made an 
entry in his “List of Midwifery Cases.” The entry read:

“Mrs. B.H. Channing” was his wife Barbara. “Boy 104” was his son. Boy 104 was soon to be christened 
“William Ellery Channing II” at the request of his great-grandfather William Ellery who had signed the 
Declaration of Independence — and would eventually prove to be an embarrassment to this family of 
conventional overachievers.

 November 30, Sunday: Native Americans attacked a boat on the Appalachicola River that was carrying 
supplies to Fort Scott on the Flint River, a boat containing about 40 men and a number of women and children, 
and killed all except six men and a woman. They were retaliating for an attack that had been made by General 
Gaines upon the Indian village of Fowltown, a few miles below Fort Scott, in order to force the natives to 
surrender some murderers who had found refuge with them. When this frontier news would arrive, Andrew 
Jackson would be sent to take command in person, and given authority to call on the militia from Tennessee.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his diary:

1st day 30th of 11th M 1817 / At Meeting this forenoon we had 
the company of Obadiah Davis & Ruth his wife, who were both 
acceptably engaged in testimony & endeavord to awaken our minds 
to a sense of duty They went out of town After meeting — In the 
Afternoon we had a silent meeting & to me it was a season of 
activity as respects the creature; I wrestled a little, but 
alass could not boast of much overcoming. —
Set the evening with my H at the late residence of our friend 
Thos Robinson - I missed the dear old folks from their corners 
by the sides of the fireplace & their very interesting 
conversation with which I have been many times entertained, 
instructed & edified, but Alass they are Gone to their rest, 
after long lives of usefulness in the World, & may we who remain 
endeavor to fill their stations with equal propriety in our 
several sphears, then when the Awful separation which they have 
recently passed thro’, of Soul & body, comes to us, survivors 
may trust with equal confidence that our heads are laid in rest 
& our spirits joined with those that are blessed. -

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 November/December: Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s HISTORY OF A SIX WEEKS’ TOUR recounted the 
continental tour she and Percy Bysshe Shelley had taken in 1814 following their elopement, and recounted 
their summer near Geneva in 1816.

 Winter: Having made himself a free man and set himself up in retail business as a butcher, Austin Steward 
spent a final winter studying with the white children at the academy in Farmington.

Was it in about this period, that his former slavemaster, Captain Helm, made his final effort to recoup his 
human losses?

The business affairs of Capt. Helm had for some time been far
from prosperous; and now he was quite poor. His slave property
proved a bad investment, and Madam Thornton a far worse one. She
had already applied for a divorce, and a good share of the estate
as alimony; both of which she succeeded in getting, the Captain
allowing her to take pretty much her own course. These troubles,
with costs of lawsuits, bad management, &c., had now emptied the
coffers of my old master almost to the last farthing; and he
began to cast about him for some way to replenish his purse, and
retrieve his fallen fortunes.
Had Capt. Helm been brought up to honorable industry, and
accustomed to look after his own pecuniary interests, he
doubtless would have sustained his position; or if reverses were
unavoidable, he would have by persevering industry, regained
what he had lost. But he had been raised in a slave State, and
Southern principles were as deeply instilled into his mind, as
Southern manners were impressed on his life and conduct.
He had no partiality for labor of any kind; horse-racing and
card-playing were far more congenial to his tastes; reduced as
he now was, he would deny himself no luxury that his means or
credit would procure. His few remaining slaves were given into
the hands of an idle, brutal overseer — while they, half fed,
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half clothed, grew more and more discontented, and ran away on
every opportunity that offered.
The Captain at last hit upon a method of making money, which,
if it had been carried into operation on the high seas, would
in all probability have been called by its right name, and
incurred the penalty of the gallows — as piracy. Ought it then
to be deemed less criminal because transpiring on the free soil
of the American Republic? I think not. Nor was it less censurable
on account of its failure.
The Captain’s plan was to collect all the slaves he had once
owned, many of whom had escaped to the surrounding villages, and
when once in his grasp, to run them speedily into a slave State,
and there sell them for the Southern market. To carry forward
this hellish design, it was necessary to have recourse to
stratagem. Some person must be found to lure the unsuspecting
slaves into the net he was spreading for them. At last he found
a scoundrel named Simon Watkins, who for the consideration of
fifty dollars, was to collect as many of the slaves as he could
at one place; and when he had done so, he was to receive the
money, leaving Capt. Helm to do the rest.
Simon set immediately about the business, which was first to go
to Palmyra, and in great kindness and generosity, give a large
party to the colored people, — desiring that all Capt. Helm’s
former slaves, in particular, should be present to have a joyous
re-union, and celebrate their freedom in having a fine time
generally.
Invitations were sent to all, and extensive preparation made for
a large “social party,” at Palmyra, at the house of Mrs. Bristol.
My parents were invited; and Simon took the pains to come to
Farmington to give me a special invitation. When the time
arrived for the party, I went to Palmyra with the intention of
attending. I had not the least suspicion of any thing wrong;
yet, by some mysterious providence, or something for which I can
not account, a presentiment took possession of my mind that all
was not right. I knew not what I feared, and could in no way
define my apprehensions; but I grew so uneasy, that I finally
gave up the party and returned home, before the guests were
assembled.
Capt. Helm and his assistants came on to Palmyra in disguise,
before evening, and secreted themselves in one of the hotels to
await the arrival of their victims.
At the appointed hour the slaves began to assemble in large
numbers and great glee, without the least suspicion of danger.
They soon began their amusements, and in the midst of their
mirth, Capt. Helm and party stealthily crept from their hiding
place and surrounded the house; then bursting in suddenly upon
the revelers, began to make arrests. Such a tumult, such an
affray as ensued would be hard to describe.
The slaves fought for their lives and their liberty, and the
Captain’s party for their property and power. Fists, clubs,
chairs, and any thing they could get hold of, was freely used
with a strength and will of men who had tasted the joys of
freedom. Cries and curses were mingled, while blows fell like
hail on both sides. Commands from our old master were met with
shouts of bold defiance on the part of the negroes, until the
miserable kidnappers were glad to desist, and were driven of —
not stealthily as they came, but in quick time and in the best
way they could, to escape the threatened vengeance of the
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slaves, who drove them like “feathers before the wind.” But it
was a terrible battle and many were severely wounded; among them
was my father. He was taken to his home, mangled and bleeding,
and from the effects of that night’s affray he never recovered.
He lingered on in feeble health until death finally released him
from suffering, and placed him beyond the reach of kidnappers
and tyrants.
The Captain and his party, enraged and disappointed in their
plans at Palmyra, returned to Bath to see what could be done
there toward success, in getting up a gang of slaves for the
Southern market. When they came among the colored people of
Bath, it was like a hawk alighting among a flock of chickens at
noon-day. They scattered and ran in every direction, some to the
woods, some hid themselves in cellars, and others in their
terror plunged into the Conhocton River. In this manner the
majority of the negroes escaped, but not all; and those were so
unfortunate as to get caught were instantly thrown into a large
covered “Pennsylvania wagon,” and hurried off, closely guarded,
to Olean Point. Among those taken were Harry Lucas, his wife,
Lucinda, and seven children; Mrs. Jane Cooper and four children,
with some others, were also taken.
When Capt. Helm arrived at Olean Point with his stolen freight
of human beings, he was unexpectedly detained until he could
build a boat, — which, to his great dismay took him several days.
The sorrow and fearful apprehension of those wretched recaptured
slaves can not be described nor imagined by any one except those
who have experienced a like affliction. They had basked for a
short season in the sunshine of liberty, and thought themselves
secure from the iron grasp of Slavery, and the heel of the
oppressor, when in the height of their exultation, they had been
thrust down to the lowest depths of misery and despair, with the
oppressor’s heel again upon their necks. To be snatched without
a moment’s warning from their homes and friends, — hurried and
crowded into the close slave wagon, regardless of age or sex,
like sheep for the slaughter, to be carried they knew not
whither; but, doubtless to the dismal rice swamp of the South,
— was to them an agony too great for endurance. The adult portion
of the miserable company determined at last to go no farther
with their heartless master, but to resist unto death if need
be, before they surrendered themselves to the galling chains
they had so recently broken, or writhed again under the
torturing lash of the slave-driver.
Harry Lucas and wife, and Jane Cooper, silently prepared
themselves for the conflict, determined to sell their lives as
dearly as possible. When they were nearly ready to start, Jane
Cooper sent her oldest daughter and younger sister, (she who is
now our worthy friend Mrs. P. of Bath), into the woods, and then
when the men undertook to get Lucas and the two women on board
the boat the struggle commenced. The women fought the Captain
and his confederates like a lioness robbed of her whelps! They
ran and dodged about, making the woods ring with their screams
and shouts of “Murder! Murder! Help! Help! Murder!” until the
Captain’s party, seeing they could do nothing to quell them,
became so exceedingly alarmed lest they should be detected in
their illegal proceedings, that they ran off at full speed, as
if they thought an officer at their heels. In their hurry and
fright they caught two of Harry’s children, and throwing them
into the boat, pushed off as quick as possible, amid the
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redoubled cries of the agonized parents and sympathizing
friends, all trying in every way possible, to recover from the
merciless grasp of the man-stealer, the two frightened and
screaming children. Guns were fired and horns sounded, but all
to no purpose — they held tightly the innocent victims of their
cupidity, and made good their escape.
Mr. D.C-----, a gentleman of wealth and high standing in Steuben
County, became responsible for the fifty dollars which Capt.
Helm promised to pay Simon Watkins for his villainy in
betraying, Judas-like, those unsuspecting persons whom it should
have been his pleasure to protect and defend against their
common oppressor, — his own as well as theirs.
In addition to this rascality, it can not appear very creditable
to the citizens of Steuben County, that Capt. Helm and Thomas
McBirney should both hold high and important offices at the
time, and after they had been tried and convicted of the crime
of kidnapping. Both of these gentlemen, guilty of a State’s
prison offence, were judges of the common pleas. T. McBirney was
first judge in the county, and Capt. Helm was side judge; and
notwithstanding their participation in, and conviction of, a
flagrant outrage on the laws of God and man, they managed not
only to escape the penalty, but to retain their offices and their
respectable standing in community for years after.

 Winter:  Henry C. Wright  found at least a temporary “deliverance” from whatever demons of the soul it was, 
that were haunting him as a young man:

A Presbyterian church had been organized in the village.... 
The minister [the Reverend John Truair of Sherburne] assured the 
people who flocked to hear his eloquence, “that the Lord was 
about to visit that village, and to gather into His fold His 
elect.”... I had a Bible, in which my father had written his 
own name and mine, and which he had given me when I left home. 
This I began to read with a purpose to go through the whole 
of it. I read on, verse after verse and chapter after chapter, 
from the first to the last, and ... wondered how my parents could 
dare to cause me to be, when they believed my being must, 
of necessity, be “under the wrath and curse of God.” ... 
I was in a distracted state. My heart was at war with my head 
... after being several weeks under this distress of mind, 
at length I “was brought out.” ...from deep anguish, I passed 
to great joy.... I had found deliverance.... I did then and long 
afterwards think I was then and there made a Christian by that 
operation.

 Winter:  The first complete performance of George Frederick Handel’s Messiah in the US was staged in 
Boston.

 Winter:  When a Revolutionary soldier named Primus Jacobs died in Boston, his widow Dinah Jacobs spent 
four days preparing the sort of elaborate funeral feast that was expected in the black community.

 Winter:  In Wilmington, Delaware, Thomas Gilpin manufactured the first machine-made paper in the US, 
from rags of course.
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 December: Percy Bysshe Shelley completed his “Essay on Christianity,” which he had been working on since 
September. A revised version of LAON AND CYTHNA was published as THE REVOLT OF ISLAM (dated 1818). 
David Booth and W.T. Baxter broke with the Shelleys.

 December: Fifteen miles of the Erie Canal had been completed.

The head and torso of the Egyptian statue known then as “younger Memnon” was transferred in the harbor of 
Malta to HMS Weymouth.

 December: Although the official release of Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley’s FRANKENSTEIN; OR, THE 
MODERN PROMETHEUS would not occur until March 1818, at this point copies of the book were already being 
purchased.

 December: The Second Universalist Church, on School Street in Boston, called the Reverend Hosea Ballou, 
an ex-Baptist, to minister a doctrine of “Universal Salvation.” The punishment for sin is visited on the 
individual only during this life, for at death the soul is purified by the divine love. He would be pastor of the 
Second Universalist Church for the remainder of his life.

 December 1, Monday: The 15th Congress began its session. There were 34 Democratic-Republicans and 14 
Federalists in the Senate, and 141 Democratic-Republicans and 42 Federalists in the House of 
Representatives.

 December 2, Tuesday: President James Monroe sent a message to the federal Congress in regard to Amelia 
Island on the Atlantic coast of Florida, etc.

“A just regard for the rights and interests of the United States

DECEMBER
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required that they [i.e., the Amelia Island and Galveston
pirates] should be suppressed, and orders have been accordingly
issued to that effect. The imperious considerations which
produced this measure will be explained to the parties whom it
may, in any degree, concern.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 1st
session, page 11.

 December 3, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 3rd of 12th M 1817 / We had this Afternoon to take a 
dish of tea with us & set a social evening with us Geo Engs & 
Wife, ? W Lawton & Wife, Sarah Earl & Mary Burling, Sister Ruth 
& Betsy Slocum, & Benjm Hadwen joined us in the evening it is 
pleasant to have our friends with us. —

 December 4, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 4th of 12th M 1817 / Silent Meeting, & but little life 
to me — — A number of the pillars absent at the Quarterly Meeting 
at New Bedford. —

 December 7, Sunday: William Bligh, captain of HMS Bounty, died.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 7th of 12 M / Our forenoon meeting was as large as usual 
Lydia Almy appeard in a short but lively testimony exhorting us 
to faithfulness, laboring to rebuild the Walls of Jerusalem 
working with one hand, holding the sword in the other against 
the enemy of Peace
In the Afternoon well attended & - father Rodman concerned in a 
short but lively testimony. —

 December 10, Wednesday: The 20th state, Mississippi, was inaugurated with its capital at the town of 
Washington near Natchez. Mississippi became a state and, of course –for the issue had not yet fairly been 
raised– a slave state.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


1817 1817

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 December 11, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 11th of 12th M / Our dear loving friend Daniel Howland 
of East Greenwich attended Meeting & was sweetly & largely 
engaged in testimony & concluded in fervant supplication. To me 
it was a precious meeting tho’ my mind was under the presure of 
some temporal concerns, yet life arose. —

 December 14, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 14th of 12 M / Our Meetings were both Small & silent, 
in inclement Weather friends like other people do not turn out 
& “Wisdom dwells with prudence” for I believe it is not necessary 
(very often for women especially) to run risques of their 
health, tho’ a becoming zeal to keep up our meetings well forever 
be evinced

 December 15, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “
Message from the President ... communicating Information of the Proceeding of certain Persons who took 
Possession of Amelia Island and of Galvezton, [sic] during the Summer of the Present Year, and made 
Establishments there.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 12. (Contains much evidence of illicit 
traffic.)

 December 16, Tuesday: A notice appeared in the Patriot and Patrol of Utica, New York, “Will publish in May, 
1818, if subscribers are enough, “Vitrology, or The Art of Making Glass,” by Henry R. Schoolcraft.”

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 December 17, Wednesday: The Allgemeine Musikalische Zeitung of Leipzig published Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s own metronome markings for his eight symphonies.

At Harvard Divinity School, the first Annual Visitation for the reading of dissertations is acclaimed to have 
taken place on this day.

 December 18, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 18th of 12 M / Yesterday had a very disagreeable & 
exercising concern in the overseers department - I endeavored 
to labor faithfully & tho’ I was compelled to say close things, 
yet was able to settle the storm at least for the present. —
Our meeting was attended as well as usual & to me a pretty good 
season being favord to feel a degree of sweetness for Yesterdays 
labor — In the last, (Preparative) we had no buisness. —

 December 19, Friday: The government of Georgia acted to dispose of negroes, mulattoes, and persons of 
color who had been imported as slaves in defiance of the federal law of 1808 outlawing the international slave 
trade.

§ 1. The governor by agent shall receive such Negroes, and,

§ 2. sell them, or,

§ 3. give them to the Colonization Society to be transported,
on condition that the Society reimburse the State for all
expense, and transport them at their own cost. Prince, DIGEST,
page 793.

We notice immediately, of course, that these victims were being treated as disposable people.
We notice, immediately, that the law against the slave trade had not been enacted for their benefit, but for the 
benefit of the white people who were being oppressed by the presence of these black victims.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The dozen or more propositions on the
question of the disposal of illegally imported Africans may be
divided into two chief heads, representing two radically opposed
parties: 1. That illegally imported Africans be free, although
they might be indentured for a term of years or removed from the
country. 2. That such Africans be sold as slaves.78 The arguments
on these two propositions, which were many and far-reaching, may
be roughly divided into three classes, political,
constitutional, and moral.
The political argument, reduced to its lowest terms, ran thus:
those wishing to free the Negroes illegally imported declared
that to enslave them would be to perpetrate the very evil which
the law was designed to stop. “By the same law,” they said, “we
condemn the man-stealer and become the receivers of his stolen
goods. We punish the criminal, and then step into his place, and
complete the crime.”79 They said that the objection to free
Negroes was no valid excuse; for if the Southern people really
feared this class, they would consent to the imposing of such
penalties on illicit traffic as would stop the importation of a
single slave.80 Moreover, “forfeiture” and sale of the Negroes
implied a property right in them which did not exist.81 Waiving
this technical point, and allowing them to be “forfeited” to the
government, then the government should either immediately set

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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them free, or, at the most, indenture them for a term of years;
otherwise, the law would be an encouragement to violators. “It
certainly will be,” said they, “if the importer can find means
to evade the penalty of the act; for there he has all the
advantage of a market enhanced by our ineffectual attempt to
prohibit.”82 They claimed that even the indenturing of the
ignorant barbarian for life was better than slavery; and Sloan
declared that the Northern States would receive the freed
Negroes willingly rather than have them enslaved.83

The argument of those who insisted that the Negroes should be
sold was tersely put by Macon: “In adopting our measures on this
subject, we must pass such a law as can be executed.”84 Early
expanded this: “It is a principle in legislation, as correct as
any which has ever prevailed, that to give effect to laws you
must not make them repugnant to the passions and wishes of the
people among whom they are to operate. How then, in this
instance, stands the fact? Do not gentlemen from every quarter
of the Union prove, on the discussion of every question that has
ever arisen in the House, having the most remote bearing on the
giving freedom to the Africans in the bosom of our country, that
it has excited the deepest sensibility in the breasts of those
where slavery exists? And why is this so? It is, because those
who, from experience, know the extent of the evil, believe that
the most formidable aspect in which it can present itself, is
by making these people free among them. Yes, sir, though slavery
is an evil, regretted by every man in the country, to have among
us in any considerable quantity persons of this description, is
an evil far greater than slavery itself. Does any gentleman want
proof of this? I answer that all proof is useless; no fact can
be more notorious. With this belief on the minds of the people
where slavery exists, and where the importation will take place,
if at all, we are about to turn loose in a state of freedom all
persons brought in after the passage of this law. I ask gentlemen

78. There were at least twelve distinct propositions as to the disposal of the Africans imported: — 
1. That they be forfeited and sold by the United States at auction (Early’s bill, reported Dec. 15: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 167-8).
2. That they be forfeited and left to the disposal of the States (proposed by Bidwell and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, pages 181, 221, 477. This was the final settlement.)
3. That they be forfeited and sold, and that the proceeds go to charities, education, or internal improvements (Early, Holland, and 
Masters: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 273).
4. That they be forfeited and indentured for life (Alston and Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 170-1).
5. That they be forfeited and indentured for 7, 8, or 10 years (Pitkin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 186).
6. That they be forfeited and given into the custody of the President, and by him indentured in free States for a term of years (bill 
reported from the Senate Jan. 28: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 575; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 477. Cf. also ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 272).
7. That the Secretary of the Treasury dispose of them, at his discretion, in service (Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 183).
8. That those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or bound out in free States (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 254).
9. That all be sent back to Africa (Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 176).
10. That those imported into free States be free, those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or indentured (Sloan: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 226).
11. That they be forfeited but not sold (Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 270).
12. That they be free (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 168; Bidwell: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 
9th Congress 2d session, V. 515).
79. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
80. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
81. Fisk: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 224-5; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 221.
82. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 184.
83. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 478; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 171.
84. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
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to reflect and say whether such a law, opposed to the ideas, the
passions, the views, and the affections of the people of the
Southern States, can be executed? I tell them, no; it is
impossible — why? Because no man will inform — why? Because to
inform will be to lead to an evil which will be deemed greater
than the offence of which information is given, because it will
be opposed to the principle of self-preservation, and to the
love of family. No, no man will be disposed to jeopard his life,
and the lives of his countrymen. And if no one dare inform, the
whole authority of the Government cannot carry the law into
effect. The whole people will rise up against it. Why? Because
to enforce it would be to turn loose, in the bosom of the
country, firebrands that would consume them.”85

This was the more tragic form of the argument; it also had a
mercenary side, which was presented with equal emphasis. It was
repeatedly said that the only way to enforce the law was to play
off individual interests against each other. The profit from the
sale of illegally imported Negroes was declared to be the only
sufficient “inducement to give information of their
importation.”86 “Give up the idea of forfeiture, and I challenge
the gentleman to invent fines, penalties, or punishments of any
sort, sufficient to restrain the slave trade.”87 If such Negroes
be freed, “I tell you that slaves will continue to be imported
as heretofore.... You cannot get hold of the ships employed in
this traffic. Besides, slaves will be brought into Georgia from
East Florida. They will be brought into the Mississippi
Territory from the bay of Mobile. You cannot inflict any other
penalty, or devise any other adequate means of prevention, than
a forfeiture of the Africans in whose possession they may be
found after importation.”88 Then, too, when foreigners smuggled
in Negroes, “who then ... could be operated on, but the
purchasers? There was the rub — it was their interest alone
which, by being operated on, would produce a check. Snap their
purse-strings, break open their strong box, deprive them of
their slaves, and by destroying the temptation to buy, you put
an end to the trade, ... nothing short of a forfeiture of the
slave would afford an effectual remedy.”89 Again, it was argued
that it was impossible to prevent imported Negroes from becoming
slaves, or, what was just as bad, from being sold as vagabonds
or indentured for life.90 Even our own laws, it was said,
recognize the title of the African slave factor in the
transported Negroes; and if the importer have no title, why do
we legislate? Why not let the African immigrant alone to get on
as he may, just as we do the Irish immigrant?91 If he should be
returned to Africa, his home could not be found, and he would
in all probability be sold into slavery again.92

The constitutional argument was not urged as seriously as the
foregoing; but it had a considerable place. On the one hand, it
was urged that if the Negroes were forfeited, they were
forfeited to the United States government, which could dispose

85. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 173-4.
86. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
87. D.R. Williams: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 183.
88. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 184-5.
89. Lloyd, Early, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 203.
90. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
91. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 222; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 225.
92. Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 177.
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of them as it saw fit;93 on the other hand, it was said that the
United States, as owner, was subject to State laws, and could
not free the Negroes contrary to such laws.94 Some alleged that
the freeing of such Negroes struck at the title to all slave
property;95 others thought that, as property in slaves was not
recognized in the Constitution, it could not be in a statute.96

The question also arose as to the source of the power of Congress
over the slave-trade. Southern men derived it from the clause
on commerce, and declared that it exceeded the power of Congress
to declare Negroes imported into a slave State, free, against
the laws of that State; that Congress could not determine what
should or should not be property in a State.97 Northern men
replied that, according to this principle, forfeiture and sale
in Massachusetts would be illegal; that the power of Congress
over the trade was derived from the restraining clause, as a
non-existent power could not be restrained; and that the United
States could act under her general powers as executor of the Law
of Nations.98

The moral argument as to the disposal of illegally imported
Negroes was interlarded with all the others. On the one side,
it began with the “Rights of Man,” and descended to a stickling
for the decent appearance of the statute-book; on the other
side, it began with the uplifting of the heathen, and descended
to a denial of the applicability of moral principles to the
question. Said Holland of North Carolina: “It is admitted that
the condition of the slaves in the Southern States is much
superior to that of those in Africa. Who, then, will say that
the trade is immoral?”99 But, in fact, “morality has nothing to
do with this traffic,”100 for, as Joseph Clay declared, “it must
appear to every man of common sense, that the question could be
considered in a commercial point of view only.”101 The other side
declared that, “by the laws of God and man,” these captured
Negroes are “entitled to their freedom as clearly and absolutely
as we are;”102 nevertheless, some were willing to leave them to
the tender mercies of the slave States, so long as the statute-
book was disgraced by no explicit recognition of slavery.103 Such
arguments brought some sharp sarcasm on those who seemed anxious
“to legislate for the honor and glory of the statute book;”104

some desired “to know what honor you will derive from a law that
will be broken every day of your lives.”105 They would rather
boldly sell the Negroes and turn the proceeds over to charity.

93. Barker: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 171; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 172.
94. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
95. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
96. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221.
97. Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 271; Early and Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 168, 171.
98. Ely, Bidwell, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 179, 181, 271; Smilie and Findley: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 225, 226.
99. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240. Cf. Lloyd: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
236.
100. Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 241.
101. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 227; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 225.
102. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
103. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
202.
104. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 239.
105. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session
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The final settlement of the question was as follows: — 

“SECTION 4.... And neither the importer, nor any person
or persons claiming from or under him, shall hold any
right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or
person of color, nor to the service or labor thereof,
who may be imported or brought within the United States,
or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but
the same shall remain subject to any regulations not
contravening the provisions of this act, which the
Legislatures of the several States or Territories at any
time hereafter may make, for disposing of any such
negro, mulatto, or person of color.”106

 December 20, Saturday: After a honeymoon of six weeks, Carl Maria von Weber and his wife, Caroline 
Brandt, arrived at their new home in Dresden.

 December 21, Sunday: British forces defeated the Marathas at Mahidpur, sealing the fate of the Maratha 
Confederacy.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 21 of 12 M / It was a severe Snow Storm, both Meeting 
were small & silent four women turned out in the Morning & five 
in the Afternoon. —

 December 22-26: Mount Vesuvius erupted: “Effusiva — Lava a SE verso il Mauro di Ottaviano si ferma a 
poche decine di metri dalla strada Torre Annunziata-Ottaviano.”

 December 23, Tuesday: US internal taxes were repealed.

106. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 1267.
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 Christmas Day: On the previous evening two officers at Fort Independence on Castle Island had been playing 
cards, and one had accused the other of cheating. On this day the two officers fought a duel and one of them, 
Lieutenant Robert Massie, was killed — whereupon that lieutenant’s friends are said to have taken the 
survivor down into the bowels of the fortification and shackled him to the floor of a tiny chamber which they 
then walled up.107

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 25 of 12 M 1817 / My H being unwell with a pain in her 
side & distress on her lungs - I rode to Portsmouth with Sister 
Ruth & Attended our Moy [Monthly] Meeting —
In the first - A Sherman H Dennis & D Buffum appear’d in 
testimony — In the last we had but little buisness. — We dined 
at R Mitchell & rode home - & a very muddy ride it was

 December 26, Friday: In the Teatro La Fenice of Venice, Lanassa, a melodramma eroico by Johann Simon 
Mayr to words of Rossi and Merelli after Lemierre, was performed for the initial time.

William McDonald, who had been sentenced to be hanged in Boston for the murder of his wife, died of natural 
causes before he could be executed. 

Command over the American forces organizing to “pursue” the Seminoles of the Georgia border with Spanish 
East Florida was assumed by General Andrew Jackson. The black Seminoles were conveniently and readily 
presumed to be mere escaped slaves, a presumptive status which —unexamined and unchallenged— they 
occupy in our “history” books even today. This was race war. Our General Andrew “Long Knife” Jackson was 

107. “Edgar A. Perry” would, as an 18-year old enlistee, serve in Battery H of the 1st Artillery on this island and, in later life as 
Edgar Allan Poe, although making the setting of his famous short story “The Cask of Amontillado” the catacombs of a European 
nobleman, may well have been basing the story on this grisly American incident of retribution. The incident seems to be factual, 
or at any rate, in 1905 when some workmen were renovating the fort they are said to have knocked down a wall and to have 
discovered behind it a skeleton in the remnants of an archaic military uniform.
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ordered by the US government to do “anything necessary” to subdue them.

In the process of capturing St. Marks and Pensacola, our general would execute two British subjects. 
(This is generally considered a no-no.) The invasion would cause an international furor. President James 
Monroe and Secretary of War John C. Calhoun would simply deny having authorized Jackson’s deeds, and for 
awhile the cabinet would consider apologizing to Spain and Britain. They even debated the possibility of 
taking disciplinary action in regard to their general. Secretary of State John Quincy Adams would strongly 
demur, however, and would persuade Monroe that the thing to do was to justify his general’s behavior as 
having been necessitated by Spanish negligence. Adams would so deviously exploit the whole affair that he 
would be able to obtain, in 1819, the final cession of the Floridas to the United States, along with a favorable 
definition of the western boundary of the Louisiana Purchase.

 December 27, Saturday: Broadwood and Sons of London sent a new 6-octave piano to Ludwig van Beethoven 
in Vienna.

Gioachino Rossini’s dramma Adelaide di Borgogna to words of Schmidt was performed for the initial time, 
in Teatro Argentina, Rome (to almost unanimous disdain). 

Samuel J. Jones died in Havana, Cuba at the age of 18 (the body would be brought to the South Burying Place 
of Concord, Massachusetts).

“Father, after the war — will the Ten Commandments hold
again?”

This is just the punch line of a cartoon I saw once. It has no relevance to anything.
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 December 28, Sunday: William Wordsworth and John Keats met for the first time, at the home of Benjamin 
Robert Haydon in St. John’s Wood near London.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 28 of 12 M / Since Moy [Monthly] Meeting I have had the 
Ague in my face & teeth & tho’ relieved by the opperation of a 
dose of Jalap & Calomel last night - am unfit to attend meeting 
today. —

 December 30, Tuesday: The 1st coffee trees were planted in the Sandwich Islands, on the Kona coast.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 30 of 12 M / This is a day which I commemorate annually 
with this day my 36th Year is completed & tho’ compared with 
many I am young in life, yet know not how soon the thread may 
be cut, & I numbered with the dead I have felt the subject as 
Awful & weighty, & crys have been raised to the father of Mercies 
in secret while my body has been otherwise engaged, that he would 
not leave nor forsake me, but mercifully help & preserve me to 
the end, be the days of my years to come, few or many
Our neighbor Michael Eddy called in & took a dish of tea with 
us & set the evening very sociably with us. Tho’ he is a minister 
of another persuasion from myself, yet we converse pleasantly 
on religious subjects & I rejoice, in observing distinctions as 
to religious names to be much doing away, & in the belief that 
the time is coming when christians shall see eye to eye & the 
knowledge of the Lord cover the earth as the Waters Do the Sea

 December 31, Wednesday: James Thomas Fields was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2015. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.

Prepared: June 24, 2015

“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?

Bearing in mind that this is America, "where everything belongs," the primary intent of such a notice is to prevent some person or corporate entity from misappropriating the materials and sequestering them as property for censorship or for profit.
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

The 1st Stanza in the Life of Henry Thoreau
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GO ON TO EVENTS OF 1818

Following the death of Jesus Christ there was a period
of readjustment that lasted for approximately one
million years. 

–Kurt Vonnegut, THE SIRENS OF TITAN

1 million, huh? Now, let’s see, we’re 2012CE (AD2012, you guys), and if the person in question was born in about 6BCE, and executed at age 33, that would be about 27CE, which means we have about 9,980.3 centuries of readjusting ahead of us. —OK?
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